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EXPLANATION OF PICTURES ON PAGES 6, 7, and 34

I n  the pi cture Page 6, taken by  A lex M artin (See Page 36),  spiri t 
photographer, H oudini  is seated;  his assistant stands behind him. 
H oudini  never did explain aw ay the f our spi ri t faces, nor has he 
ever dupl i cated this picture. A l l  the so-cal led claims to the ef fect 
that genuine spi ri t pictures can be dupl icated is a lot of  nonsense. 
O f  course, there is such a thi ng as tr i ck  photography, double ex­
posure and al l  that B U T  the spi ri ts pictured by mechanical  means 
are usual ly  grotesque and so horrible that even a school boy can 
tel l  the dif ference.

T he spi r i t pi cture, Page 7, classif ied as one of  the most con­
clusive proofs that H oudini  has mani fested, shows a D enver 
w oman standing w i th her r i ght hand on the chai r to  the lef t. 
H oudini ’s f ace can be seen plainly, extreme upper lef t, second 
f rom  the bottom . M r. M arti n’s i ntegr i ty  and honesty as a medi ­
um  is on record. H e is also recommended by  one of  Spiri tual ism’s 
oldest and most rel iable members, Rev. Dol l ie E. Seybold, 422 
N or th  M arket St., W ichi ta, K ansas. Rev. Seybold is minister 
of  a church i n W ichi ta, lecturer, w r i ter and medium. She is a 
member of  T he N ati onal  Spi ri tual ist A ssociation and one of  thei r 
accredi ted teachers.

N . Y . M EN T A L  M ED IU M  FRU STRA TES H OU D I N I

I t  is i nteresting to note that, during the time H oudini  was try ­
i ng to  expose mediums in N ew  Y ork C i ty , he cal led at the home 
o f  CAROLINE RA N D O L PH  CH A PM A N . T hink ing he would 
not be recognized, M r. H oudini  asked f or a reading. H E GOT  
I T  and was f labbergasted not only  because he was told things he 
could not deny bu t because M rs. Chapman w ould take no money 
f rom  him. Before his departure, he tried to incriminate the 
medium by  putt i ng a $5 bi l l  i n a vase. H oudini  was, however, 
laughed to scorn by the medium and made to take his " stage”  
money w i th him.
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H OUDI NI  SITS FOR SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPHY

(See explanation Page 5)



HOUDI NI ’S SPIRIT PICTURE

(Sec explanation Page 5)



PSYCHIC RESEARCHERS OF YESTER-YEAR

The picture (above), taken from a prominent journal, was headei 
Climax of a Wild Night.”  It vividly portrays the inane curiosity 
" intellectual”  psychic scientists. One of the sitters had an impe 
to see under the curtain (rear) and during the seance, held i 
this flash-light picture was taken. Note psychic researcher, 
tackling one of the sitters. No wonder mediums have 
with this sort of investigation.



I NTRODUCT ION

T he purpose of  thi s booklet is to present f acts and authenticated 
data, col lected over a period of  tw enty-f i ve years, that w i l l  
settle once and f or al l  time the GREA T  CON TROV ERSY  . . . 
'Did Mrs. H end ini receive the code message from her husband?”  
and " I f  so, why did she deny i t?”

T he pictures, w i th detai led inf ormation and the story, w ri t­
ten by  Lydia Emery, w i l l  answer the f i rst question. T he answer 
to  the last question . . . only M rs. H oudini  could know. The 

f acts in the case are:  Fourteen years before 
her passing, M rs. H oudini  began to publ icly 
state that she did not "believe” ; Every 
Hallowe’en, at  midnight, she gathered a 
group of  newspaper men on the top f loor of  
a H ol lyw ood H otel  and, w i thout a medium, 
tried to cal l  H oudini  "back” ; f or ten years, 
not missing a year, the newspapers printed 
the sordid detai ls of  this great Hal lowe'en 
hoax. T he continual  "harping”  on the sub­
j ect moulded the minds of  the reading pub­
l i c to  the ex tent that no m atter w hat was 
pri nted to the contrary , the wide adverse 
publ i ci ty  given to M rs. H oudini ’s tale, could 
not be overcome.

T he true story  was repeatedly submi tted to al l  the large 
Press A ssociations and newspapers but they  w ould not pr i nt i t. 
A nd so, w i th this booklet "Houdini Unmasked,”  i t  is hoped that 
the greatest hoax ever foisted on man, stands EX POSED.

T he end of  thi s f iasco came w i th the passing of  Beatrice 
(M rs. H ar ry ) H oudini , February  18th, 1943. T he w i fe of  

one o f  the greatest magicians and tricksters could not evade the 
" gr im  reaper.”  She m ust have actual l y  know n down in her 
heart that  there IS A N  A FT ERL IFE. W hy else would she make 
such a hul labaloo about i t  and keep denying something i f  i t  never 
existed? W as she try i ng to be a good trouper . . .  ti l l  the end?

She was ev identl y  carry ing out her husband’s wishes, but
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the law  of  com pensati on w orks i n  dev ious w ays. Even before 
the end, M rs. H oudi n i  w as a broken w om an. I n  her ef fort to 
reach N ew  Y ork  C i ty , w here she i ntended to create another sti r 
w i th  her  b l atan t denials of  the f ac t  th at  she had ever received 
the code message f rom  H ar ry  W eiss (H oud i n i ’s real  nam e), she 
broke dow n;  w as rushed to  an oxygen ten t , b u t  too late. She 
passed aw ay.

A side f rom  the signed message on page 37, the real  t ru th  of 
the w hys and w herefores of  the shananagans carried on by  The 
H oudi ni ’s i n thei r  ef f ort to  di scredi t Spi ri tual i sm, may  never be 
know n. Suff ice to  say, M rs. H oudi n i  did 
sign the statem ent. SH E N E V E R  D E N I E D  
I T .

She did deny  th at  she ever heard H oudi n i ’s 
spi r i t  voice and th at  she ev er saw hi s spi r i t 
f orm . She w as not a m edi um  so how  could 
she? H ow ever, she did receive a conclusive, 
incontesti ble message. H er  denial  w as onl y  
a tr i ck , so w orded th at  99% o f  the publ i c 
and 100%  of  the new s reporters bel ieved 
her. She w as try i ng  to  f ol low  her husband’s 
methods.

I  R . G. Pressing
T he i rony  of  i t  al l  w as the f ac t  th at  

H oudini  was able to  have his nam e bef ore the publ i c every year 
. . . f o r  14 l ong years a/ ter  his death. SOM E M A GICIA N . N o 
w onder al l  the second rate conjurers w ho have tr ied to fol low  
H oudi ni ’s f ootsteps have been laughed to  scorn. W hy  they 
hardl y  had tim e to  bury  M r. H oudi n i  w hen another magician 
came ou t w i th that  thread-bare $10,000 aw ard . . . claiming that 
any  m edium ’s psychic phenomena could be dupl i cated.

T he strange par t  of  i t  al l  is that , even today , mi l l ions of  
outsiders and thousands of  Spi ri tual i sts sti l l  th i nk  that  al l  the 
f anf are about the $10,000 aw ard w as on the level . A t  no 
time, since that  m y thi cal  aw ard was of fered, has there even been 
a clause i n the chal lenge,— sti pul at i ng " U N D E R  T H E  SA M E 
C O N D I T I O N S.”  I n  other  w ords, al l  the m agician had to do 
was to  dupl i cate spi r i t phenomena by  mechanical  means, using
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a " bag of  tr i cks’* and hal f  dozen accompl ices. W hen these per­
formances are presented on the stage, those that w ant to believe, 
how l  and applaud;  those that K N O W  T H E T R U T H  OF PSY ­
C H I C  PH EN O M EN A  are simply nauseated.

---------oo---------
T he reading m atter in this booklet may be used, provided 

proper credi t is given (i .e.) " T aken f rom 'H oudini  Unmasked—  
or Records of  tw o decades on the H arry  H oudini , A rthur Ford, 
B eatrice H oudini  Controversy ’— publ ished by Dale News, Inc., 
L i l y  Dale, N . Y ., U . S. A .”

T he pictures cannot be used w i thout special permission.

SON  OF A  RA BBI

H oudini  was born i n 1874, son of  a H ungarian rabbi  w ho settled 
i n A ppleton, W isconsin. I n his teens he gave up his real  name, 
Eri ch Weiss, and adopted a more euphonious one in honor of  
his boyhood inspi ration and idol, the f amous French conjurer, 
Robert H oudin. H oudini ’s " M emoirs”  were fascinating reading 
f or  the magic-minded youngster w ho saw his f i rst magician in 
the sideshows of  a travel ing ci rcus.

Short, stocky  in bui ld, w i th pow erful  muscles and a f ine 
physique, the gray-eyed i l lusionist did not, as most people sup­
posed, depend on his physical  prowess alone to ef fect his releases. 
N or  could he, as many  bel ieved, press his thum b so ti ghtl y  
against his f ingers that the diameter of  his hand w ould reduce 
i tsel f  to  less than that  of  his w rist.

T he real  secret behind his marvelous escape w ork was his vast 
know ledge of  knots, locks and al l  f orms of  ancient and modern 
conf inements.
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A " DEA D”  M AN TESTS THE TESTERS

WA LTER STINSON, “ Dead”  B rother of  M ARGERY CRANDON, famous 
Boston medium. For years, psychic researchers have been testing the Spiri t 
World, Spi ri t Guides and M ediums, BUT “ W A L TER”  was one spi ri t who 
kept the pseudo Psychic Researchers “ in l ine.”

WA LTER was not long in “ catching up”  w i th the tri ckery Houdini tried 
to play on his si ster, M argery, when he (H oudini ) brought rulers and gad­
gets into the seance room and attempted to shi f t the blame for thei r use 
upon the medium. M any magicians and so-cal led researchers have been 
“ gently”  ordered out of  the seance room by this alert spi ri t.

Nothing is more despicable than to try  to tri ck  a spi ri t enti ty . Tests 
and research, yes, BUT i t's about time some conjurers and “ researchers”  
undergo a l i ttl e investigation themselves.

12



SPIRIT  OF W A L T ER PH OT OGRA PH ED

The psychic picture (above) taken by M rs. Deane, an English medium, 
shows Margery, the s itter. The haif-tene process has robbed the extras 
(upper le ft) of much of the c larity  which is theirs on the original prints. 
The one nearer M argery is recognized as W a lte r; See the out-of-print book 
“M argery" (Page 140) by J. Malcolm Bird.
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HOUDIN I  TRICKS M ARGERY

IP u l  (D suadh i, (pcU v allsd. Below: F°°* ^°",ro1"  the
•  w  camera showed it .  Above:

the drawing' Houdini employed to  illus tra te  his claim s of fraud. Observe 
the discrepancy in  the height and position' o f the bell-box, and position 
of feet and legs. F o r fu ll description o f pictures above, see J . Malcolm  
Bird’s rare book "M arg e ry ,”  pages 418 and 419.
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HOUDINI FEARED HIM

S IR  A R T H U R  C O N A N  D O Y L E  called H oudini’s bluff 
many times, both publicly and p riva te ly .
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dtoudw L TAnmaAksuL
By LYDIA EMERY

Records of two decades on the Harry Houdini-Arthur 
Ford-Beatrice Houdini Controversy

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall set you free.—John YIII. 32.

Erich Weiss, known to the world as Harry Houdini, Amer 
ican magician and writer, famed for his spectacular 
escapes from handcuffs, locks, straitjackets and chained 
chests under water, is dead. He, who had attempted to 
expose what he termed fraudulent Spiritualistic mediums 
and their phenomena, left to the Library of Congress his 
collection of magic, the most complete and valuable in 
the world.

Among his writings were, "A Magician Among the 
Spirits,” "Miracle Mongers,” and "The Unmasking of 
Robert Houdin”; based on the life of Jean Eugene Robert 
Houdin, (180J-71) French conjurer and magician, cele 
brated for his optical illusions and mechanical devices, and 
for the fact that he attributed his magic to natural rather 
than to so-called "supernatural” powers. The first to employ
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electro-magnetism for his effects, he authored an " A uto­
graphy  in 18 j 7 and " Secrets of  Prestidigi tation and Magic”  
in 1868.

I t was for  H oudin that Erich Weiss selected the name 
H arry  H oudini ;  a name which was destined to become 
linked with one of the greatest contro­
versies in history; the T ru th  of  Sur­
vival .

Born in 1874, H oudini ’s childhood 
dreams were centered around becoming 
a magician. As a result, he and his 
brother, Theodore H ardeen, became pro 
fessional tricksters at an early age, trav 
eling from town to town with a small 
group of assistants. It became a com 
mon sight to see H arry  H oudini  tightly 
bound with ropes, locked in a heavy 
chest around which chains were securely 
drawn, and thrown overboard into a 
local river. Making an escape, he was 
rewarded with whatever small change 
one cared to donate. This led to road 
shows with small companies and later to 
vaudeville, which he head-lined with his 
wife, Beatrice,

It was not until the early 1920’s 
however, that H oudini  received national attention, and 
this was accomplished through his connection with the 
widely-publicized mediumship of the renowned " M ar­
gery ,”  who in private life was known as M ina Stinson Cran- 
don, wife of the well-known Boston surgeon, D r. L . R. G. 
Crandon.

" MARGERY"  
July  24. 1924
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It was through the interest of this great physician in 
psychic research that his wife became one of the most 
noted American Spiritualist mediums. Books on the sub 
ject were followed by visits to clairvoyants, and it was 
during a rare visit to a medium that Mrs. Crandon’s de 
ceased brother, Walter, contacted her for the first time, 
relating trivial occurrences as tests pertaining to the authen 

ticity of his appearance to the medium, 
and informing his sister that she herself 
possessed great psychic ability.

When told of Walter’s visitation, a 
youth who had been killed in an accident 
a number of years prior to this seance, Dr. 
Cr and on encouraged his wife’s spiritual 
development by deciding to experiment 
privately. Not being familiar with the 

Dr. l . r . g . technique involved in the act of develop 
ment, Mina Crandon lapsed into several 

trances from which she had difficulty returning to con 
sciousness.

Almost from the beginning of Mrs. Crandon’s seances, 
her brother was in control; first, simple table liftings, then 
raps and levitations. Flying ash-trays and vases, often 
filled with flowers, whistling and music, cold breezes and 
materialized hands that wrote messages in several lan 
guages, including Chinese, were evident after only a few 
months. Other than occasional demonstrations of auto 
matic writing, the manifestations were mostly physical. 
Ectoplasmic features became a common occurrence.

The entire records of Mina Stinson Crandon and the

21



A HIGHLY PUBLICIZED SPIRIT PHOTOGRAPH

A  rare photograph o f J . M alcolm  B ird , psychic researcher and author of 
the book “M argery .”  Th is  p icture, taken  through the mediumship of 
W illiam  Hope, famous sp irit photographer, shows one definite spirit extra 
and numerous other extraneous m arks.
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seances which took place at her home at No. 10 Lime St., 
Boston, Massachusetts, can be found in the book, " M ar­
gery,”  written by /. M alcolm Bird, who attended many 
sittings with the famous medium. It was Mr. Bird who 
first called Mrs. Crandon " M argery,”  in order to shield 
her and D r. Crandon from the eyes of the world during 
the Scienti f ice A merican Psychic Investigation, in which 
she played the major role.

When word of " M argery’s”  remark 
able demonstrations of spirit contact 
was made known, noted surgeons, phi 
losophers, psychologists and physicists, 
including A ustin C. L escarboura'of the 
A merican Scientif ic Press, sought ad 
mittance to No. io Lime Street.

In London and Paris, where " M ar­
gery”  was taken by her husband, the 
renowned medium captured the interest 
of leading British and European students 
of psychic research, as well as the inter 
est of the late Sir A rthur Conan Doyle, 

who had read of her feats in the "World Psychic Press.”

In 1924 the magazine, " Scienti f ic A merican,”  conduct 
ed an investigation in a search for genuine psychic phe 
nomena which could pass the most rigorous scientific 
tests. For these tests, a committee of five men were to 
be chosen, men whose integrity was above reproach.

The Investigating Committee of " Scienti f ic A merican”  
was composed of the following: Dr. William M cDougall ,

Professor 
M cDO UG ALL  
M .D., F.R.S.
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the medium’s collaborator during trance. On this par­
ticular occasion, the magician had brought a massive box 
in which the medium was placed, with only her head and 
hands free. Locks were snapped into place and her hands 
were gripped on either side by members of the committee. 
Houdini was chosen to sit at Mrs. Crandon’s r ight and to 
hold her hand throughout the seance. (See picture opposite 
page.) At this time a bell (*) was placed a few feet in 
front of the cabinet.

A few minutes later, " M argery ”  had gone into trance 
and Walter came through with greetings to the committee 
members. When he reached the tr ickster, however, instead 
of extending greetings, he asked how much money the 
magician was receiving for  stopping the phenomena. 
Whereupon D r. Comstock  interrupted by asking what 
the entity meant by such a remark.

H o u d i n i ’s 1Pi n k  Pam p h l et ”

According to the recorded scientific report, 'Walter 
replied, " Comstock, y ou take that  bel l -box out into white 
l i ght, examine i t , and report back. Y ou’l l  see f ast enough 
w hat I  mean.”

Following W al ter’s instructions, the physicist found a 
rubber eraser, from the end of a pencil, tucked between 
the contact boards at an angle. Although this did not 
make the bell wholly inoperative, i t did require approxi­
mately four  times the usual pressure to r ing it.

Shortly after  the committee’s findings, H arry  H oudini  
published his notorious " Pink  Pam phlet”  independently 
of the investigating scientists, and without their knowl-
( * )  O n d isp la y  a t  t h e  Psy c h ic  O b se rve r O ffice, L i ly  D a le , N . Y.
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edge, bombasting psychic research. Two years later, 1916, 
Houdini passed away.

The H oudini  messages were confused by numerous 
persons for many years. The mother of H arry  Houdini  
had promised before her death, to return to her son with 
a pre-arranged message, if survival were true. This mes­
sage, however, was never received by the magician, who 
disbelieved in Spiritualism. " The H oudini  Messages,”  an 
outstanding booklet on the subject, was written by Francis 
R. Fast, 1 j o Broadway, New York City. This booklet is 
now out of print.

After H oudini ’s death, the world waited—for what 
they did not know. Perhaps only a word which would 
mean survival. But none was forthcoming. The pre­
arranged message between the magician and his wife, that 
had received so much publicity remained unspoken.

Ford A ccused
Then, in 1928, Rev. A rthur Ford, Pastor of the First 

Spiritualist Church, Carnegie Hall, New York City, an­
nounced he had a message from Houdini’s mother, and 
that the key-word was " Forgive.”

Immediately after this announcement, news reporters 
from the " Brooklyn Eagle”  came forth in print with an 
account, branding the minister a fraud. According to 
one reporter, Beatrice H oudini  had spoken of this mes­
sage in an interview with the Brooklyn Eagle in March of 
1927. Other papers soon took up the cry, denouncing the 
youthful medium, who was then only in his middle 
twenties.

Born and reared in Florida, A rthur Ford, as a boy, was 
simply called A rt, and his greatest ambition was to go 
barefoot. The son of A lbert Ford and H enrietta Brown 
Ford, he was one of  four children.
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Immediately after  being graduated from high school, 
while still in his teens, he married and had one son. This 
marriage, however, was of very short duration, and it was 
while in college that he came to the attention of Sir A rthur  
Conan Doyle. The interest of the celebrated Englishman

led to study in India 
and to recognition of 
the Florida youth’s gift 
of  mediumship through­
out Europe and Eng­
l and. Receiving a sum­
mons from H er M ajesty, 
Queen A lexandria, Ford 
was given a jeweled 
emblem of the British 
Coat of Arms as a tok­
en of  her esteem.

As the joint-protege 
of D oyle and Sir Ol iver 
L odge, A r thur  Ford re 
turned to America as 
minister of the First 
Spiritualist Church in 
Carnegie Hall. >

At the time of the 
first H oudini  message, 

the noted medium and lecturer  had recently lost his son, 
who died from exposure after falling through the ice 
while skating. Deeply immersed in his own sorrow, he 
refused to comment on the debate at hand.

Instead, in November  of 1928, he again sat in trance. 
The second message was delivered by the medium’s spirit 
collaborator. " Fletcher,”  a French-Canadian, during eight

F L E T C H E R
(A n  enlarged S p irit P ic tu re )
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separate seances; four with individuals and four with small 
groups, among them a New York physician and Hamil ton 
Emmonse of  England, who was visiting America at that 
time, and who was present at three sittings.

The message, in its entirety, took over ten weeks to 
assemble, since only one word at a time was possible at 
the beginning of the experiment, which took place in 
Ford’s hotel room, some miles from the H oudini  residence 
at No. 67 Payson Avenue.

" The f i rst word,”  Fletcher said, after coming through 
in a well-lighted room, " is the one that is going to unlock 
the rest.”  The first word relayed to Fletcher by the spirit, 
H arry  H oudini , was " Rosabelle.”

I t was not until two weeks later that a second word, 
" N ow ,”  was added. In December, the third word was 
given, which was " L ook,”  and described as actually being 
the sixth word in the code.

Dur ing the holidays, however, Fletcher asked that the 
word " N ow ”  be withdrawn as possibly incorrect. Two 
other words, " Right”  and " Now ,”  were also brought 
through and eliminated. At the end of the year, four  
new wiords were added. They were, " Rosabelle,”  " A n­
swer,”  " Pray,”  and " Tel l .”

Several days following the N ew  Y ear, the seventh 
seance was conducted and the guide beheld but two errors 
in the message, which were to consist of transposing the 
third and fourth words, and the last words, of the ten com­
plete words in the sequence.

Speaking for  H oudini , Fletcher continued, " H e tel ls 
me that he has put the nex t f ive words, explaining these, 
i n French.”  The control had not deciphered them and 
therefore gave the other words in advance.
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On January 5th, 1929, the eighth and final seance took 
place, at which time the last word of the second H oudi tti  
message was given. It w'as " T el l .”  The time was then 
asked by the Spirit control and recorded as being 9:23 
P. M. This was followed by a dictated message which was 
to be written in longhand and delivered to Beatrice H ou- 
dini  from her husband.

rjH arry  H oudini  whose real  name was Eri ch Weiss, is 
here”  Fletcher said, "and wishes to send to his w i fe, Bea­
tri ce H oudini , the ten w ord code w hich he w ould do i f  
i t  were possible to communicate. H oudini . says you are 
to take this message to her, and upon acceptance of  i t, he 
wishes her to fol low  the plan they  agreed upon pri or to 
his passing.”

Whereupon, the code message, in its entirety, was re­
peated. I t was as follows:

"ROSABELLE—ANSWER—TELL—PRAY—ANSWER
LOOK—TELL—ANSWER—ANSWER—TELL! ”
Upon completion of the note and message, the letter 

was signed by those present, who were, Francis R. Fast, a 
New York broker and importer, Flelen E. M orris, Dorothy 
Staf ford, and John W. Staf ford, Associate Editor of the 
Scienti f ic A merican.

Fletcher’ s next speech was stenographically recorded 
by Mr. Fast and Mr. Stafford, and is as follows:

" That last is the message which is to go to his (Hou-  
dini’s) wife. He wants it signed in ink by each one pres­
ent. He says the code is known only to him and to his 
wife, and that no one on earth but those two know it. 
He says there is no danger on that score, and that she 
must make it public. I t must come from her; you are 
nothing more than agents.
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" He says that when this comes through there will be a 
veritable storm, that niany will seek to destroy her and 
she will be accused of everything that is not good, but she 
is honest enough to keep the pact which they repeated over 
and over before his death. The last words he spoke were 
those used in going over this together, so that they would 
understand it clearly. '1 know,’ he says, 'that she wil l  be 
happy, because nei ther of  us believed that i t  would be pos­
sible’.”

"Her husband says that on receipt of this message she 
must set a time, as soon as possible, when she will sit with 
this instrument A rthur Ford, while I, Fletcher, speak to 
her, and after he has repeated this message to her, she is to 
return a code to him which will be understood by her and 
by him alone. The code that will be returned will be a sup­
plement to this code, and the two together will spell a word 
which sums it all up, and that word will be the message 
that he wants to send back. He refuses to give that word 
until he gives it to her.”

T he Final  Seance

The next day after the final seance, which was Sunday, 
Mr. Fast and Mr. Stafford, both strangers to Mrs. Houdini, 
called at the H oudini  home where Beatrice H oudini  lived 
with her mother, Mrs. Balbonoa K ahner, her sister, Mrs. 
M arie H inson, M rs. M innie Chester and Miss Jul ia K ar- 
chere, her life-long companion, to deliver the letter and 
code message. The magician’s wife had been slightly in­
jured in a fall on New Year’s, but she nevertheless re­
ceived the two men.

At the conclusion of their testimonies, and with the 
code before her as mute proof of their statements, she
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with one-one, followed by two- two for  the twelfth, etc., 
until the alphabet was complete.

In order to receive the correct message, it was neces­
sary that the correct sequence be followed, otherwise, the 
letters would have been jumbled and another word sup­
planted.

At the conclusion of  the seance, the medium’s Spirit 
guide gave for th the one key-word that was made possible 
through the ten separate words, several of them having 
been used in repetition. I t was the same word employed 
in the message given A r th u r  Ford by H oudini ’s mother 
the year before.

"BELIEVE!”
Listed' below is the deciphered code word sequence and 

its meaning:

Answer  B
Tell E
Prayer, answer (x and 2) L
Look I
Tell E
Answer, answer (2 and 2) V
Tell E

That same evening, as well as the following morning, 
" T he W orld,”  " T he N ew  Y ork  Sun,”  and ' 'T imes”  news­
papers carried the report of the message deliverance. John 
W . Stafford, Associate Editor  of Scientific American, said 
he was ' 'convinced, af ter  attending several  of  the seances, 
that H arry  H oudini , dead w orld famous magacian, talked 
through a medium w i th  Mrs. Beatrice H oudini , his widow.”  
Stafford concluded, ' ' I n  thi s case, accepting the good fai th
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of  al l  parties concerned, w hich 1 do, there can be no doubt 
th at com m unication has been established between a living 
person and one dead.”

Mrs. L. R. G. Crandon, the Boston medium known as 
" M argery ,”  whom H oudini had attempted to expose, said, 
in a statement to the United Press, that she was " sure the 
message was genuine.”

M rs. L aura Prudett, Cincinnati medium who had been 
acclaimed by Sir A rthur Conan Doyle, said that some 
would alibi that telepathy might explain it. Whereupon, 
it was brought to attention via news accounts that the 
message had not been received in the presence of Mrs. 
H oudini;  and while certain phases of telepathy were pos 
sible between persons some distance apart, these occur 
rences were either arranged, whereas the two persons were 
in mental accord, or mere flash impressions would mani 
fest upon rare occasions. Such a difficult feat of mind­
reading was eliminated by leading scientists on telepathy  
as being utterly impossible.

V au l t  H eld the Code
While newspapers were hailing this phenomena, Mrs. 

Houdini, accompanied by those who had attended the 
seance at her home, rode to the jth Avenue Branch of the 
M anufacturers’ T rust Co., and withdrew a sealed envelope 
that had been locked in the H oudini vault.

Before the witnesses, she broke the seal and laid the 
papers on a desk before them. The words were identical 
w ith those given by Fletcher while A rthur Ford was in 
trance! Even the request that Mrs. Houdini remove her 
ring and sing " Rosabelle”  had been set down as a part of 
the test.

Following this disclosure, Beatrice H oudini worded a 
dated statement on her own stationery, declaring the mes-
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sage given her by A r thu r  Ford to be correct in every de­
tail. Her  signature was witnessed by H arry  R. Zander 
the United Press Representative, her good friend, Mrs. 
M innie Chester, and John W . Staf ford, of  the Scientific 
America.

(For statement see page 37.)
----- !— —  -----------

HOUD IN I 'S M A STER

In  the picture above, taken in 1925, 
Houdini is consulting w ith  his close 
friend, Alex M a rtin , noted D enver psy 
chic photographer. D uring  th e ir acquain 
tance, M r. H oudini sat w ith  M a rtin  m any  
times (see picture Page 6 ) .  A t  no tim e, 
by word or pen, did M r .  Houdini ever 
condemn M a rtin 's  mediumship.

Here ward
C A R RING TO N  

For over 50 years a 
distinguished Amer­
ican psychical in­
vestigator and au­
thor of many impor­
tant and popular 
books on the sub­
ject of psychic sci­
ence. When 19, he 
joined the Society 
for Psychical Re­
search. Resides in 
Hollywoodt Califor­
nia.
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When interviewed by reporters, who asked if she 
thought her mind could have been read, the magician’s wife 
replied, " Impossible, I  never saw  M r. Ford or any  of  the 
persons w i th him unti l  that day. O f  course, I  knew  the 
code, but I  had no idea w hat combination of  w ords H arry  
w ould use;  and w hen he sent 'Bel ieve,’ i t  was a surprise.”

Thus the last shred of doubt concerning the mind­
reading angle had been removed. Mrs. H oudini  herself  
had not k now n the sequence o f  w ords w hich had been 
sealed in an envelope and locked w i thi n a v aul t in the 
y th A venue B ranch of  the M anuf acturers’ T rust Company!

"Pro and Con” Battle
I t was also revealed that Charles W i l l iams, Mrs. Hou- 

dini’s press agent, had asked her for  the code, as well as 
other H oudini  secrets, to include in some of the many 
articles and books wr itten by him for  the former vaude­
ville head-liner. She had, however, refused to divulge the 
code-word to any third person, and the sequence itself 
would have been impossible to have divulged, since she 
was unaware of the manner in which her husband would 
present the word, i f  and when Spirit communication were 
possible.

W il l iams, who wrote a series of articles for  the " Even­
i ng Graphic,”  detailing Mrs. Houdini’s memory of Hou- 
dini’s exposes of the physical, distinguished, in Wil l iams’ 
own words, from the psychical, and who had also been in 
on the arrangements for  the coup, admitted that he, too, 
was convinced of  the authenticity of  the message.

The pro and con battle was on. The attempts of a 
widely publicized professional magician and prestidigitator, 
to duplicate the phenomena, wherein he said that he could 
have produced the " spi r i t message”  from Houdini, which
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Mrs. Houdini proclaimed to be genuine, caused the con­
troversy to wax more violently than ever between the 
believing and the skeptical.

Meanwhile, Joseph Lewis, President of the f reethink ­
ers’ Society of New York, offered $25,000 for the repro­
duction of a conversation between H oudini  and himself 
held in the dressing-room of the Hippodrome Theatre in 
New York in 1926.

Again this highly publicized magician, in conjunction 
with the magazine, " Science and Invention,”  offered 
$21,000 for  similar feats. When these offers were made 
public, it  was pointed out that Mrs. Houdini herself had 
previously offered a $10,000 reward to anyone giving her 
the correct message, but that this offer had been with­
drawn at the request of prominent Spiritualists when it 
became known that A rthur f ord  was ready to deliver 
the secret code which had been received at the eight sepa­
rate seances.

This rejection of the $10,000 reward before the mes­
sage was given, temporarily brought the debate to a halt, 
and thousands of interested parties to the defense of psy­
chic research, whose members were interested not in prof i t 
but in securing recognition of personal conscious survival 
after death.

Leading columnists joined in the battle, acclaiming 
psychic phenomena. The controversy was topped by 
W alter W inchel l , who devoted his entire column, "YOUR 
BROADWAY AND MINE,”  on Saturday, January 19th, 
1929, to a letter written him by Mrs. Beatrice Houdini, 
a copy of which appears:

(See Page 40)
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y n u A . (B h D a d w a i^ am t W Jj v l

By Walter Winchell

MRS. HOUDI NI  EXPLAINS

D ear M r. W al ter W inchel l : —

This l etter is not for publ ici ty. I  do not need publ ici ty. I  want 
to let H oudini ’s old f riends know that I  did not betray his trust.

I  am w ri ting you this l etter personal ly because I  wish to tel l  you 
emphatical ly that I  was no party  to any f raud.

Now regarding the seance:  For two years I  have been praying to 
receive the message f rom my husband. Every 
day, for two years, I  have received messages from 
al l  parts of  the world. H ad I  w anted a pub* 
l ici ty stunt I  no doubt could have chosen any 
of  these sensational  messages. W hen I repudi ­
ated these messages no one said a word, except­
ing the w ri ters who said I  did not have the nerve 
to admi t the truth.

W hen the real  message, TH E message that 
Houdini  and I  agreed upon, came to me, and 
[ accepted i t  as the truth I  was greeted wi th 
jeers. W hy? Those who denounced the enti re 
thing as a f raud claim that I  had given M r. A . Ford the message. I f  
M r. Ford said this I  brand him a l i ar. M r. Ford has since stoutly 
denied this ugly thing, and knowing him as wel l  as I  do, I  prefer to 
bel ieve M r. Ford. Others say the message has been common property 
and known to them for some time. W hy do they tel l  me this now, 
when they knew my heart was hungry for the true words from my 
husband ?

The many stories told about me I  have no way to tel l  to the world 
the truth or the untruth, for I  have no paper at my beck and call ,

WINCHELL
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every one has a di f ferent opinion of  how the message was obtained. 
W i th al l  these di f ferent tales I  would not even argue. However, when 
any one accuses me of  GIV ING the words that my beloved husband 
and I  labored so long to convince ourselves of  the truth of  communi­
cation, then I  wi l l  f ight and f ight unti l  the breath leaves my body.

I f  any one claims I  gave the code, I  can only repeat they l ie. Why 
should I  want to cheat mysel f? I  do not need publ ici ty. I  have no 
intention of  going on the stage, or as some paper said, on a lecture 
tour. My husband made i t possible for me to l ive in greatest comfort. 
I  don’t need to earn money. I  have gotten the message I  have been 
wai ting for f rom my beloved, how, i f  not by spi ri tual  aid, I  do not 
know.

A nd now, af ter I  told the world that I  had received the true 
message, every one seems to have known of the code, yet never told 
me. They lef t i t for M r. Ford to tel l  me, and 1 am accused of  giving 
the words. It*s al l  so confusing. In conclusion may I  say that God 
and Houdini  and I  know that I  did not betray my trust. For the rest 
of  the world I  real ly ought not to care a hang, but somehow I  do, 
therefore this letter. Forgive i ts length.

Sincerely yours,

Beatrice H oudini

At this point in the controversy, the same highly pub­
licized magician immediately issued a statement, claiming 
that in a safety deposit box in New York was a heavily 
sealed envelope, containing secret messages entrusted to 
him by Edison, H oudini , and Si r A r th u r  Conan D oy le, 
and that each vowed, i f  return from the grave were pos­
sible, to transmit the key-words that only he (the highly 
publicized conjurer) knew.

This statement was pr inted in " L i f e,”  the American 
Pictor ial weekly. A t a seance described by that journal,
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the same highly publicized conjurer stated that he also 
possessed a similar code message deposited with him by Sir 
Ol iver Lodge.

Sir Ol iver had made no mention of this alleged message 
in his will, in books he had written, or orally to any one 

he had ever met. His will stated only 
that he would tr y to prove his survival  
af ter  death by transmitting a series of 
messages he had written and deposited in 
sealed envelopes with the Society of  Psy­
chical  Research in London, England.

Conjurer Caught

When questioned regarding this state­
ment which concerned the Englishman, 
the highly publicized conjurer was un­
able to prove that he had ever even met 
L odge.

Soon after, D enis P. S. Conan Doyle, 
Sir Ar thur ’s son, wrote to " T ime,”  the 
American news magazine, " There is not 
one w ord of  t r u th  in a certain magazine’s 

claim to possess this code message f rom  m y f ather. I  know , 
as a posi ti ve f act that  m y  f ather  never l ef t  a code message 
w i th a conjurer or anyone else, no t even w i th his own 
f ami ly . SU CH  A  M ESSA GE N EV ER EX ISTED .”

In reply to the first part of the highly publicized con­
jurer’s statement, i t  was made known that Thomas A . 
Edison, the famous inventor, had already talked to D r. 
M il ler Reese H utchinson, who f or  ten years was his chief

D enis Conan 
D O Y L E

42



engineer and collaborator, in a direct-voice seance. Im­
mediately after the seance, H utchinson played a record 
of Edison’s. The two voices were identical. Since that 
time, recordings of direct-voice seances have frequently 
been made, thus eliminating the question of mass hypnot­
ism in connection with the hearing of Spirit voices. These 
voices can now, thanks to the progress of science, be pre­
served even on home-recording machines.

Frank  D ecker, the noted 
American test medium, who, 
at the time, resided at No.
30 West 72nd Street, New 
York City, answered the 
highly publicized conjurer’s 
challenge in regards to psy­
chic demonstrations. The 
magician had made a new 
offer of $10,000 to any me­
dium who could produce 
psychic phenomena which 
he COuld not duplicate by M il ler Reese 
trickery. Decker accepted h u t c h i n s o n  

the challenge, on these terms:

The highly publicized conjurer was to deposit with 
any bank a check for  $10,000, which would be sent to the 
U ni ted H ospi tal  Campaign Committee if the conjurer 
failed to duplicate the seance results obtained by the 
medium.

D ecker was to be searched by doctors before a com­
mittee of any chosen physicians, scientists, and men of 
unquestionable reputation. He was then to be controlled

Frank
DECKER
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in  a n y  w a y  th e  h ig h ly  p u b lic iz e d  co n ju re r  o r  the com 
m itte e  m ig h t  su ggest. P s y c h ic  ph en o m en a produced were 
to  be record ed, a f te r  w h ic h  th e  m a gic ia n  w o u ld  be simi 
la r ly  searched and co n tro lled .

O n  th e  h ig h ly  p u b lic ize d  c o n ju re r ’s fa ilu re  to dupli 
cate th e  ph enom ena, under the same conditions under which 
th e  m ed iu m  h ad  w o rk e d , th e  co m m ittee  w o u ld  instruct 

th e  b a n k  to  fo r w a r d  the 
co n ju re r  REFU SED  to  
designated  c h a r ity .

O n  M arch  xst, 1942, 
a t th e  H o te l W e llin g  
to n , 7 th  A v e n u e  and 

Harry p. j6 t h  St., in  N e w  Y o r k  
v a n  w a l t  C ity , Cal Harris, fo r-  f r e d  b u n i e l  

m erly  H a r r y  H o u d in i’s
press agen t and m anager, chose to  sit in  a seance w ith 
Decker. M r. H arris, w h o  resided a t N o . 30 East 76 th  St., 
N e w  Y o r k  C ity ,  sat w ith  Decker under strict test condi 
tions— to w h ich  the m edium  agreed.

T h e  h ig h ly  p u b lic ize d  
co in ju rer  REFUSED  to  
a ccep t D ecker’s ch a l 
len ge.

T hose present a t the seance w ere: D r. and Mrs. H arry  
P. Van Walt— M r. V a n  W a lt is a noted p sychic researcher 
and served as interpreter at the International Spiritualist 
Congress at T h e  H ague, H olland, before W o rld  W a r II; 
M r. and M rs. Fred Buniel, Santiago, C h ile ; M r. and Mrs. 
J. F ran k Hogue— M r. H ogue is a prom inent N e w  Y o rk  
business m an whose in tegrity  is beyond reproach; D r. M. 
Spencer Rohde, a N e w  Y o rk  physician; Juliette Ewing
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Pressing and Ralph G. Pressing, E dito r-o w n ers o f  D ale  

N e w s, In c., w h ich  publishes Psychic Observer, Sp iritu al 

ism ’s P ictoria l Journal.

D u r in g  th e  seance, Harry Houdini related tw o  in  

stances th a t n o  one b u t Harris k n e w  about. T h e  messages, 

b ein g  o f  a personal n ature, proved  con clu sively  th at, aside 

fro m  the vo ice  o f  Houdini, there w ere additional irr e fu t 

able evidence o f  personal iden tity .

T h is  is C al H arris ’ statem ent:

"I sat in a seance with Frank Decker during the even 

ing of March ist, 1942, at Hotel Wellington, jth Avenue 
and 56th St., New York City. During the above stated 
seance, I sat behind the medium, Frank Decker, and held 
both his hands. I heard a Voice that l  recognized as that 
of Harry Houdini and am satisfied that the medium was 
not speaking or trying to imitate Harry Houdini’s voice at 
the time because I had one hand over the medium’s mouth.”

Signed

C A L  H A R R IS .

NOTE: Cal Harris' signature is attested to by Dr. Harry
P. Van Walt and Dr. M. Specer Rohde.

U pon  interview , the press agent and m anager declared, 

" I  swear that it was H oudin i’s voice.”
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E cto p la sm ic fo rce  ca u sin g  ta b le  le v ita tio n  photograph ed 
d u rin g  C raw ford  exp erim en t.

46



The same highly publicized conjurer’s new efforts to 
discredit Spiritualism were a turn-back to the Fall of 1938, 
when Mrs. Houdini, with the promise of making a million 
dollars, had starred in a motion picture entitled " Rel igious 
Racketeers.”

Miss Fanchon Royer, the producer of the film, had con­
tacted Police Commissioner Glenn H . M cClel lan of Buf­
falo, New York, and secured a signed statement from him 
that appeared commendable as a boost to her movie. The 
official’s statement had been enlarged and plastered on bill­
boards in the foyer of Shea’s Buffalo Theatre, where the 
film was scheduled to make its debut.

A  Bluff Is Called
Within the picture, Beatrice H oudini  declared flatly 

that she had never received a Spirit communication with 
her husband. That she had never seen him, nor heard 
his voice. At the conclusion of her starr ing vehicle, she 
said, " W e must be on the lookout f or  the 'L EECH ES’ w ho 
claim to be able to bring messages f rom  the dead.”

After  reviewing this film, Ralph G. Pressing, Editor  
of Psychic Observer, called on Miss Royer in her erstwhile 
palatial Delaware Ave. apartment to present the statement 
signed by Mrs. Houdini in 1929. Mr. Pressing, however, 
was greeted with disdain, and Miss Royer snapped, " A l l  
Spiri tual ists or Spi ri tual ist mediums or anyone w ho believes 
that communication w i th the so-cal led dead is a f act, are 
f rauds and fakes.”

But Miss Royer was reckoning without reason or good 
judgment. Without delay, the newspaper publisher con­
tacted V incent M cFaul , General Manager of Shea’s Buffalo 
Theatres, and showed him the signed statement, witnessed 
by reputable personages.
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A wire was immediately sent to Mrs. Houdini’s man­
ager, D r. Edw ard Saint, asking for  a denial. No denial 
came. Twenty- four  hours later the picture was banned 
from Western New York area. The $200,000 spent on 
" Rel igious Racketeers”  was a costly error on the parts of 
Miss Royer and M rs. H oudini  who acted without realizing 
that A SIGNED AND WITNESSED DOCUMENT 
WILL STAND I N ANY COURT.

Naturally this blunt denial created a new contro­
versy and psychic research was again head-lined as the 
famous H oudini  case was revived in print.

Energy Never Dies!
Mrs. Houdini was correct in her assertion that she had 

neither seen her husband, nor heard his Spirit voice. A rthur  
Ford has never been a di rect-voice medium. The code 
message was delivered through the tones of his guide, 
Fletcher, while he himself was in trance. On the other 
hand, Mrs. Houdini was not a medium, and therefore it 
was impossible for  her to either see or hear her husband. 
Beatrice H oudini ’s physical body was not responsive to the 
vibrations of radiating energy of  which man’s soul is a 
part. Physics and chemistry recognize this fact, that EN­
ERGY NEVER DIES!

While one producer, Miss Fanchon Royer, was at­
tempting to strike deadly blows at psychic phenomena, an­
other producer was busily engaged in wr iting books on the 
subject; M ary Pick f ord, one of  the owners of United Art­
ists Studios in Hollywood, Calif., and at one time, " A mer­
ica’s Sw eetheart.”

Miss Pickford has long been openly interested in psychic 
research and one of its greatest champions. Her three
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books, " W hy N ot T ry  God,”  " M y Rendezvous W i th L i fe,”  
and W hy N ot L ook Beyond,”  are intelligently wr itten and 
have been excellent sellers for  a number of years.

Another  equally interested person is M argaret M ayo, 
the noted playright, whose article, " H oudini— the T ri ck ­
ster,”  was based on the Spirit manifestations of Harry 
Houdini to her friend, " L i ttl e Sophie I rene L oeb,”  who will 
be remembered for  putting through thir teen " Chi ld L a­
bor Bil ls”  while on earth. The famous author related 
amusing and convincing evidence of the return of H arry  
H oudini , who played several tr icks in order to reveal his 
presence and identity.

Mrs. Houdini Passes Away

On February 18th, 1943, Beatrice H oudini  died, br ing­
ing to a close one of the greatest debates in history.

In A rthur  Ford’s first and only address following the 
code deliverance, he said, " I f  asked to say on oath w hether  
I  know  beyond the shadow  of  a doubt that  I  actual l y  got 
the H oudini  message, I  could not do so except on the basis 
of  M rs. H oudini?s statem ent, and I  cannot do more.”

Yet many persons have continued the H oudini  contro­
versy for  almost two decades. Perhaps they have never  
known the facts which are presented herein, taken from 
actual records; or perhaps they have been like W il lard D . 
V andiver, who, in his famous speech of 1899, said:

" I  come from a State that raises corn and cotton and 
cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy eloquence neither  
convinces nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. Y 011 have 
got to show  me.”

FINIS
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