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OBITUARY

ACK WEBBER passed into spirit life, after a very
J short illness, on March gth, 1940, aged thirty-three
years.

The manuscript of this book was in the publisher’s
hands in January, 1940.

As the book had been written while Jack Webber was
still with us, and a long life of service contemplated, it
has been emphasized in the Foreword and Conclusions
that as the mediumship was contemporary, every state-
ment made regarding the phenomena was capable of
being re-demonstrated under test conditions before
impartial authorities. That position has now, unfor-
tunately, been altered.

In consultation with the publishers, it was, neverthe-
less, decided to publish the work as originally written,
with the addition of this explanation.

In order to include the 1940 photographs, and in
order to make the record complete, addenda have been
added to various chapters.

For the interest of readers it may be added that at no
time was any weakening of the mediumship noticeable.
The number of occasions on which Mr. Webber demon-
strated was strictly limited and the rules were never
exceeded. The Guides were frequently consulted as to
the medium’s physical condition, and no anxiety or hint
of weakening was disclosed. M. Webber enjoyed a
strong constitution and had not had a day’s illness since
he was fourteen years of age, until this year. Therefore
there is no known reason to assume that his passing was
in any way connected with his mediumship.

It was only twelve days before the passing that the

9
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I0 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

remarkable photograph (Plate No. 7) was obtained, and
during the week previous to his passing he gave two
very fine séances to the Spiritualist Community in
London.

While the loss of the mediumship to the Spiritualist
movement is great, the personal loss has been much
alleviated by our knowledge of the reality of survival,
the evidence already received of his return (see Chapter
XXII), and the many tributes to his mediumship and
uplifting letters received.

His work amongst us is finished, his new wotk has
commenced.

HArry EDWARDS

March 30th, 1940
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CHAPTER 1

FOREWORD

THIS book presents a series of photographs of

supernormal activity and a narrative of events
incidental to them.

They have been secured through the physical medium-
ship of Mr. Jack Webber during the fourteen months
from November, 1938, to December, 1939. They are not
ancient history, they are contemporary and are being
repeated many times a year, now.

If the photographs or any statements made are
challenged, it is of the utmost importance to remember
that the mediumship is still functioning and demon-
strations are being continually given.!

No special set stage is necessary. Mr. Webber gives
between one hundred and fifty and two hundred demon-
strations a year, by far the greater number in places to
which he is a complete stranger. As a rule he journeys
unaccompanied, so that pre-arrangement or confederacy
is out of the question.

In 1939, over four thousand persons witnessed the
phenomena, from small home circles to mass séances
of five hundred people.

The photographs have been taken in different places,
sometimes in surroundings that the medium has never
before visited. Quite often he has arrived only a few
minutes before the commencement of the sitting. The
photographers have been official press photographers
representing national newspapers who have provided

1 Written before Mr. Webber’s passing on March gth, 1940.
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12 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

their own cameras and plates and undertaken all process
work in their own studios. Other persons who have
taken photographs have only been present through their
possessing a suitable camera.

The sitters who have been present during the period
under review represent many professions, including
official representatives of the British Broadcastin
Corporation, National Newspapers, the Editors of the
Psychic News, the Two Worlds, Light, and the U.S.A.
Journal of Psychical Research, Admirals of the Fleet,
Clergymen, Doctors, Scientists, University Officials,
etc., while Psychical Research Societies in London and
the provinces have tested the mediumship over and over
again.

gA sceptical mind has to face the fact that the photo-

graphs and reports are true. Otherwise there must
have been a gigantic conspiracy embracing many
hundreds of people, including organizations and news-
papers of note, all actively participating in fraudulent
acts to deceive the public without motive or reward.
Newspapers and their critical representatives are only
too willing to expose fraudulent mediums; yet all,
without exception, have testified to the mediumship
under review. No critic, worthy of the name, would
classify all the alert, questioning minds that have
testified to the mediumship of Jack Webber as dupes
or simpletons.

To produce faked photographs, as perfect as those
reproduced, would include a number of the most
reputable photographic firms in the conspiracy; also
the technical staffs of the newspapers whose names
are printed in the reports. Actually, the question
of faking negatives cannot arise since the phenomena
are visible to all present when the exposure flash is
made.

Finally, a hostile mind has to take into account the
scores of reports published in the psychic and general
Press by correspondents of unimpeachable integrity,
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FOREWORD 13

who have voluntarily supplied appreciative commen-
taries on the mediumship. Numbers of these reports
are included with names and dates of publication.

Three independent accounts of séances are published,
two by official representatives of our national daily
newspapers, reprinted word for word, and the other
from the pen of one well versed in psychlc research.
These glVC a good impression of the happenings at a
typical séance.

The purpose of this book is to add a little to the
known proven knowledge of the powers of the spirit
people manifesting through a human medium.

Phenomena occur when the medium deliberately sits
for their manifestation in a state of deep trance and
with his normal consciousness dormant. In this
state of acquiescent dormancy the right physical and
mental condition for the operation of psychic powers
is attained. Thus an invitation is extended for the
manifestations.

Every movement of matter, every vibration and
radiation, even life itself, are subject to definite forces
controlled by law.

The simple action of lifting an object into the air,
and returning it to the place from whence it came,
brings into action a controlling mind force. To carry
out a similar action by psychic force denotes the presence
of an intelligence possessing the knowledge of applying
psychic forces to a physical object. For intricate and
involved operations, of which the photographs in this
volume are corroborative evidence, the controlling
intelligence must possess an extensive knowlcdge of both
physical and metaphysical forces and the laws that
control them.

Since no human mind is capable of manipulating,
under séance or any other conditions, a medium’s
mind or body to produce the phenomena descmbed it is
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14 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

logical to infer that the controlling intelligence is
non-human.

Such happenings cannot be the product of the
medium’s sub-conscious mind, for there has been no
human experience from which a sub-conscious mind
can draw such knowledge.

Therefore, if the performance of the many acts
chronicled are completely outside man’s compre-
hension, the salient fact emerges—there is no alter-
native—that the operating intelligence must belong to
a discarnate entity, and that, therefore, spirit people do
exist.

Realizing this, there is no reason why we should not
accept the statements of the spirit-controls that they once
lived on the earth. Unquestionable evidence is further
provided by the spirit people themselves who return
to their relatives in a recognizable materialized form and
speak in their own voice and language of intimate
mutual earth experiences. Since this is so, it is indis-
putable that our relatives and friends must still be
“living ” to be able to communicate so. If this
book establishes this position its purpose will be
achieved.

The value to humanity of proving beyond all doubt
the truth of survival is incalculable. With the recogni-
tion that this life is but a prelude to a further and more
enlightened existence, the nature of which is individual
and therefore dependent upon our conduct here, so
must a transformation in our present code of values
take place.

In this calculating and questioning age, a firm, demon-
strable foundation is necessary for an enlightened
philosophy of life. Never before has there been a
greater need for such a philosophy than during these
days of war, and the need will be even greater in the
days of reconstruction after the War. All peoples will
then be seeking a new morality, based upon stronger
claims than traditional creedalism.
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FOREWORD 15

The structure of our present civilization is based upon
laws determined by individual and sectional interests,
pregnant with injustices, begetting wars, revolutlons
and human suffering. In the past, peace efforts have been
conducted by strong sectional interests, with failure as
a natural result.

Peace and brotherhood, to be real, must be based
upon an insistent spiritual force, founded on knowledge,
recognizing the true perception of life and its purpose.
As prejudice recedes and the general acceptance of the
implications of survival advances so must our civilization
conform more and more to spiritual values, impelling
the reconstruction of our social, economic, national,
and international codes, developmg life on the under-
standing that human effort should contribute to the
peaceful, harmonious, and spiritual progress of humanity.
In other words, the aim must be to spiritualize the
world.

Thanks beyond expression are due to Mr. Webber
for his willing co-operation in the work, and particularly
so to his spirit-guides and workers for their great
patience and understanding. Sometimes weeks of work
on their part has been destroyed by our clumsiness—yet
they have never complained. It is only when one
continuously works with these spirit people that one
realizes their infinity of resource and they become as
personal as the closest of friends. No form of words
can adequately express the thanks that are due to these
wonderful people.

A tribute must be paid to Mr. Leon Isaacs, for his
work in applying infra-red rays to the photographing
of phenomena: and the help afforded by his perfection
of a practical infra-red light unit.

Thanks are also due to Mr. Maurice Barbanell, Editor
of the Psychic News, for assistance given on a number of
occasions, and to the Psychic News, the Two Worlds,
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16 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

the Daily Mirror, and the Swunday Pictorial, for the
inclusion of articles and extracts taken from these
journals.

Harry EDWARDS

BaLuAM PsycHic ResearcH Sociery,
11, CHILDEBERT RoAD, LonDpoON, S.W.17,

January, 1940.
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CHAPTER 1II

THE MEDIUM—JOHN BOADEN (JACK) WEBBER

at Loughor, South Wales, in 1907.

His childhood was as ordinary as that of most
children, although perhaps a little more irresponsible
than usual. His education was neglected during the
war years in the absence of disciplinary insistence upon
attendance, etc.

At the age of fourteen he commenced work in a coal
mine, and continued so working until 1936. During the
latter period Mr. Webber would be employed under-
ground.during the day. Arriving home in the evening,
he would then prepare himself to sit for physical pheno-
mena. This dual strain on his physical resources was too
great to continue, so the manual labour was given up.

In early manhood he was a cornet player in the Salva-
tion Army band—his mother being a trenchant Salvation
Army worker—whilst his father was a bell-ringer in the
local Protestant church.

When Mr. Webber was about twenty-one years of
age he met Miss Rhoda Bartlett, whom he married in
1930. They have two sons, Denzil, aged eight, and
George, aged six.

Mrs. Webber belonged to a staunch spiritualist family
which, at the time when Mr. Webber first met his future
wife, were holding home circles for the development of
their psychic gifts.

Thankful appreciation should here be mentioned of
the patience and faithfulness of Mrs. Webber and Mr.
and Mrs. Evans (Mr. Webber’s father and mother-in-

B 17

JACK WEBBER was born of Devonshire parents
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18 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

law) for their painstaking work in developing Mr.
Webber, and their daughter Winnie (now Mrs. Rooke),
also a well-known healer, speaker, and clairvoyant.

To Mr. Webber, at the age of twenty-one, spiritualism
was, to use his own expression, “ bunk,” nevertheless,
mainly in order to be with his fiancée, he attended the
home circle, and was thoroughly bored with the whole
procedure, invariably going to sleep.

At this period the circle sat for table phenomena, and,
as is customary at such circles, messages would be
tapped out. One evening Mr. Webber still a sceptic,
tried to play a joke and manipulate the table to give a
false message. To his surprise a message was tapped out,
in spite of his mental and physical obstructive tactics.
A message which, more amazing still, told of the correct
place in which a lost handbag, containing money, would
be found.

This incident caused Mr. Webber to reconsider his
former opinion of the gatherings, and he began to take a
more sympathetic interest in the circles he attended.

Later on, through his Guide, information was given
for the finding of the body of a man who had been
missing for some days, mention being made of the actual
spot by a bridge over a nearby river. On another occasion
he told a friend of the passing of a workmate. They had
been working together that afternoon and had parted in
good health. His friend ridiculed the idea, but after-
wards it was found to be perfectly true, as the man in
question had passed over at his tea-table during that same
afternoon.

The table circle was changed into a circle for the
development of control work, and after about two years
from the commencement Mr. Webber would sink into a
trance-like sleep.

The next stage in the development of the medium was
the control of the mind and body by spirit entities, the
latter being replaced later by the controls using Mr.
Webber for his present-day work. This development was

Google



THE MEDIUM—JOHN BOADEN (JACK) WEBBER 19

by no means easy, many tense moments being provided
by the violence with which the controls manifested
through the medium’s body.

The spirit-guide in control of the medium during
séances is Black Cloud. In the eatly days he asked for
toys, musical instruments, etc., to be placed near to Mr.
Webber in the circle—trumpets, too, were soon added.
First of all slight movements and rappings were noted,
then development came quickly and levitation of the
trumpets and objects followed soon after.

It was suggested that Mr. Webber should sit in a
cabinet, but, to Mr, Webber’s normal mind, to sit in an
enclosed cabinet was sufficient to induce a certain
amount of suspicion. Mr. Webber has never used a
cabinet—he prefers to be in the circle, as one of the sitters.
Ropes were used to secure him to his chair in the first
instance, and it is in this way that the mediumship has
been built up, providing a technique the spirit-controls
are accustomed to.

Researchers and others have often suggested other
forms of securing the medium, including strait-jackets,
sewing up in a sack, enclosmg in a packing-case, etc.
Such suggestions have been resisted, mainly because they
would be a departure from the techmque to which the
controls are accustomed, secondly, because the medium
should be protected. from fanciful experiments that
“bleed ” him, and finally because the use of a red
light combined with the precautions stated in the
following chapter are ample and sufficient.

Even during this stage of his development Mr. Webber
was still sceptical as to the powers being exetcized through
him, and it was only after visiting other circles in the
dlStIlCt when the same phenomena occurred, and were
testified to by indepengent sitters, that Mtr. Webber
came to accept as actual fact his own psychic powers.

Very strong healing forces soon became evident,
mainly through a spirit-control known as Malodar (a
young Egyptian). Considerable healing work was under-
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20 MEDIUMSHIP OF JACK WEBBER

taken, including the gathering of herbs and the making
of medicines therefrom. Mr. Webber relates how he
would be taken out into the marshlands and open
country near his home, in a semi-dazed condition, to
where the particular herbs grew, collecting them, and
then returning home and brewing them for a special
complaint. It was found that the healing work exhausted
the physical body, so with the development of the {)hysical
mediumship the healing work was allowed to lapse.

ADDENDUM. MAY, 1940.

Early in 1940, Mr. Stanley Croft (a member of the
developing circle) arrived one evening, deeply distressed.
His daughter, evacuated in the Westcountry, had been
admitted to hospital with severe blood poisoning, and
her life was despaired of.

Assistance was asked for through Mr. Webbet’s
Healing Guides, which they said they would give. Later,
during the same séance, the healing control, Malodar,
spoke through the trumpet and said that he had been to
the patient, and that he would again return and draw
the poison from het body. He also gave this evidential
information—the poisoning had been caused through the
sting of an insect in the head.

Up to this time, the cause of the poisoning had not been
traced, and the medical authorities had no knowledge
of the cause of the trouble. Mr. Croft wrote and inquired
whether such a sting could be traced. It was then
recalled that a day or so before the illness, a bee had
become enmeshed in Miss Croft’s hair and had stung her
when it was being extricated. Neither Miss Croft nor her
mother had associated the sting of the bee with the illness,
and this evidential information proves the powers of
diagnosis, and which, of course, could not possibly have
been telepathy.

In a few days, all traces of the poison left the patient
and the recovery was complete.
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