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PSYCH, f

LIBRARY

FOREWORD

i HAVE BEEN INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABI-

net. It is a place unhaunted. It serves only as a covering
for trickery and fraud.

Such practices have been linked with false theories

of survival. They cloud an issue that is vital to man

kind. Therefore the frauds within the medium's cabi

net are to be condemned and exposed.

Inside the medium's cabinet, I have discovered the

trickery that lies there. I have challenged the mediums

to produce the marvels that only ghosts can bring.

224
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—(vi)— FOREWORD

When they have finished with their efforts, I have en

tered the same cabinet. By natural, scientific methods,

I have duplicated and surpassed the phenomena which

they say belong only to the unknown.

There are natural laws that still remain for science

to discover. There is the soul of life, itself, to which

religion alone can supply the needs of man.

But neither science nor religion belongs within the

medium's cabinet. Sham is the only dweller behind

those tight-closed curtains. It masks as pseudo-science;

it voices false religion. The wise are not deceived.

To shamsters who will dispute my statement, I have

one single answer. My challenge remains open. That

is the answer which words can not defy.

Let them bring their prodigies to the proving

ground. Within the medium's cabinet, I shall repro

duce or explain whatever they can offer.

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

5
:1

7
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/u
c1

.b
4

0
2

9
7

1
4

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



CONTENTS

Foreword V

I Introduction I
11 Magicians Versus Mediums 7

111 The Millionaire Medium 28

IV The Houdini Message 43

V The Message that Missed 56

VI The Case of Mrs. Werner 75

VII Madam Taylor 86

VIII Nino Pecoraro 97

IX The Pecoraro Test Siances 106

X The Pecoraro Confessions "9
XI My Seances with Fran\ Dec\er
XII Medical Mediumship i43

XIII Around the Psychic Circles I52
XIV Mediums in the Hauptmann Case 165

XV Mediums at Wor\ 180

XVI Where the Trumpets Come From i9i
XVII A Summary of Spiritism 206

Appendix 224

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

5
:1

7
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/u
c1

.b
4

0
2

9
7

1
4

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

5
:1

7
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/u
c1

.b
4

0
2

9
7

1
4

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



Inside

The Medium's Cabinet

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

5
:1

7
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/u
c1

.b
4

0
2

9
7

1
4

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 f

o
r 

Jo
h
n
 P

a
tr

ic
k 

D
e
v
e
n
e
y
 (

U
n
iv

e
rs

it
y
 o

f 
C

h
ic

a
g

o
) 

o
n
 2

0
1

5
-0

6
-0

7
 1

5
:1

7
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d
l.
h
a
n
d
le

.n
e
t/

2
0

2
7

/u
c1

.b
4

0
2

9
7

1
4

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

TJL HE PRANKS OF MIDNIGHT VISITORS

from the great beyond have been recorded time and

again. The question continually arises, "Do the spirits

of the departed return?"

This is a material world we live in; and the oft-

repeated tales of uncanny powers, supernatural, if you

please, of various mediums, seem to come either from

an organized group of spirit press agents, or from the

distorted minds of those who have attended seances,

and believe they have seen everything from a spook

-<0-
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—(2)— INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

midget to an organized army of ectoplastic visitors,

such as are reported to have walked the streets of

Rome during the reign of the great Caesar.

The World War, which cannot be recorded as a

thing of the past for centuries to come, is to my mind

directly responsible for the sensational boom which

has given to spiritualism millions of believers; and

has incidentally been the foundation upon which

thousands of present day charlatans, disguised in the

robes of ghost producers, are harvesting sums of

money and in many instances small fortunes. Even

the skeptical minded individual who heretofore looked

upon spiritualism as mere child's play, or food for the

weaker minded, frequents a seance parlor with the

actual hope of receiving a communication from some

departed loved one.

To the gullible minded, and unfortunately these are

numerous, spiritualists seem a god-send; to the scien

tific minded, and to the investigator, this class of self-

styled mystic is nothing more than a mountebank.

The writer does not wish to question anyone's re

ligious beliefs, but does wish to take a definite stand

against all unscientific demonstrations and all spirit

ualistic hokus-pocus, which, as a rule, are designed

only to prey upon trusting and believing people, either
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INTRODUCTION —(3)—

to extract money from them directly or indirectly,

or otherwise to obtain publicity for ulterior purposes.

Of course, not everything is fraud. Much is self

deception which may be termed self hypnosis. If you

sit in a darkened room and are sufficiently keyed up,

your senses will play all sorts of tricks provided the

nervous system is receptive.

The psyche investigator understands this phase

thoroughly, and also knows how self hypnosis works
under these circumstances, particularly when the sub

ject is anxious to believe the most incredible things

that are going to be enacted in front of him. The sub

conscious mind is a wonderful machine, as anyone

who has read Coue can testify.

If you are in a receptive state of mind, you can

make yourself imagine almost anything. It may be

noted here that nearly all of the distinguished con

verts to spiritualism are older men, men in their fifties

and sixties. What is the explanation? The fact that

their senses are not as sharp as those of younger men

would not seem the real one.

It is my conviction that we all have a secret long

ing for the future, with an anticipation of what lies

before us; and the man who has reached the autumn

of life, unconsciously craves assurance of a tangible

hereafter. If a man of years sees what is apparently
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—(4)— INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

evidence of a very definite existence beyond the pale,

he will readily accept it under the subtle persuasion

of a convincing medium.

In this class we find the late Sir Arthur Conan

Doyle, who published the statement that his last years

on earth were being spent in preparation for the life

to come. Mentally, by his own admission, Conan Doyle
retired from the world, and shut out thoughts of ma

terial things, in the belief that he was making ready

for another phase of existence.

To a man who has willingly placed himself in this

state of mind, nothing is incredible. Sir Arthur en

dorsed a number of mediums residing both here and

abroad, who he claimed were genuine, and upon

whose demonstrations he based his sincere belief.

Let it be clearly understood that I place no stigma

upon those who have chosen Spiritualism purely as a

religion. As a belief, they are entitled to hold it as

their own, without interference from others.

But I do attack those who have masked themselves

as believers in order to prey upon the sincere. These

masqueraders are the fradulent mediums; and in their

craftiness, they have interwoven themselves with the

Spiritualistic faith, that they may cry out in holy hor

ror every time that they—as individuals —are justifiably

called to task.
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INTRODUCTION —(5)—

To reiterate this point would be both burdensome

and unnecessary; a sop to the masqueraders them

selves. Hence, I am making it plain that whenever I
speak adversely of certain Spiritualistic practices, my

criticism is directed solely against the class of pre

tenders that I have mentioned. They have so identified

themselves with Spiritualism, as the public recognizes

it
,

that I am forced to adopt their own nomenclature

when I refer to them.

In the course of my career as a mystifier, I have lec

tured upon the frauds of Spiritualism and have pub

licly demonstrated the methods b
y which supposed

mediums accomplish their spooky manifestations.

Under the management of Frances Rockefeller

King, of the Private Entertainment Department of the

National Broadcasting Company, I have made appear

ances for the past seventeen years; and I have fre

quently been approached b
y

persons who have wit
nessed my entertainments, asking me to explain

specific cases which have puzzled them.

Mr. A. Frank Jones, my friend and personal repre

sentative, who has accompanied me on all my tours,

has been reluctant for me to enter into discussions

after my performances. The nature of my work has

been too exacting, both in large theaters and at private
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-(6)- INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

engagements, for me to receive visitors at the conclu

sion of my entertainments.

Yet, whenever Mr. Jones has been approached by a

person who has been burdened by the worry that

only false mediums can cause, he has invariably

broken his rule and encouraged an interview between

that person and myself. It has been our mutual desire

to prove helpful to those persons who have suffered

through the unscrupulous efforts of charlatans.
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CHAPTER n

MAGICIANS VERSUS MEDIUMS

EM-JVER SINCE MEDIUMSHIP BECAME A PRO-

fcssion, its practitioners have met with opposition

from magicians. This is not surprising. The duel is a

natural one.

The same fundamental desire stimulates both the

medium and the magician. Both feel the urge to

mystify the public. Both have held to the same theory:

"Mundus vult decipi; decipiatur," and they enjoy the

privilege of belonging to the chosen few who can

deceive the world.

-i7)~
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-(8)- INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

So much so, that mediums and magicians alike have

fought against the exposure of their methods. In the

case of the cruder mediums and magicians —the major

ity in both groups—this opposition to exposure had

become fanaticism. Possessed of a few tawdry "se

crets," they quiver with alarm when even the most in

significant methods appear in print. For they know

that they are dependent upon the poor devices that

they have kept from the public; not upon their own

ability.

Capable mediums, as well as capable magicians, are

not troubled by exposes. They have ingenuity of their

own. They improve their methods to suit every need.

They know that the wiser a layman believes himself

to be, the easier is he deceived. Clever mediums and

able magicians are actually helped through exposes,

which lessen the inflated importance of the tyros who

have tried to imitate the great.

I have said that mediums and magicians are in

spired by the same urge. This is an important fact to

remember. It explains a riddle which has long baffled

the public, including skeptical persons. We frequently

hear talk of mediums who ask no price for their work.

They give seances without gain; and claim their prac

tice is a proof that they must be genuine.

Such "proof" is not acceptable.
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MAGICIANS VERSUS MEDIUMS —(9)—

Study the amateur magician and you will see why.

He performs for no profit. He spends money lavishly

for new appliances. He wastes business hours practic

ing his tricks. He delights in bewildering his friends.

Most of all, he rants if any one belittles his perform

ances or expresses inside knowledge of his methods.

He has the same primary urge as the medium. One

that is irresistible; that carries its devotee in willy-nilly

fashion along the path to personal grandeur which

is his conception of fame. Neither amateur medium

nor amateur magician will ever relinquish an iota of

importance that he once has claimed.

In the professional class, mediums and magicians

alike devote themselves to another urge, the acquisi

tion of wealth. They have a mutual advantage, for

they are experienced in lines which impress great por

tions of the public. The world still wishes to be de

ceived; and the proposition is simply to make the

world pay.

Between mediums and magicians, however, lies a

barrier; a real one, for it is as definite as the bars which

cover a prison cell. Those within are the mediums:

they are the crooked; and therefore, often the

shrewder. Those outside are the magicians, whose

efforts are honest.

What the medium seeks to gain by fraud, the magi
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—(io)— INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

cian tries to obtain legitimately: namely, a public fol
lowing that will be impressed by some one who

possesses skill at mystification. The matter of showing

profit through such efforts is purely dependent upon

the business ability of the individual.

Many magicians have seen their own creations

copied and used for fraud by so-called mediums. Quite
naturally, this annoys them. Nevertheless; it is com

mon sense, not jealousy, that causes professional magi

cians to denounce all producers of psychic phenomena

and to class them as fakers.

The real leaders in the magical profession agree

unanimously that from ninety to ninety-five percent

of all spirit mediums are apparent frauds ; and that the

remainder may be proven the same. They have learned

this fact from both observation and experience.

Mediums, with their claims to the miraculous, have

a hold upon the public that magicians can seldom

acquire. At the same time, magicians have always been

a threat to the mediums. The greater the popular in

terest in psychic manifestations becomes, the more op

portunity there is for the exposers of such phenomena.

Thus magicians, who fight to preserve their own

secrets, hold no qualms about exposing those of medi

ums. This is not paradoxical. It might be likened to
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MAGICIANS VERSUS MEDIUMS -(h)-
a motor-cycle policeman exceeding the speed limit in

order to overtake a speeding motorist.

Magicians feel that they are rendering a public serv

ice when they denounce fraudulent mediums. Actually

they are so doing. The fact that they acquire profit
and publicity through their activities does not alter the

circumstance.

Mediums have stolen magicians' methods. Similarly,

magicians have invaded the preserves of mediums.

During the nineteenth century, the Davenport Broth

ers were the most famous of practicing mediums.

Two celebrated magicians: Maskelyne, in England;

Kellar, in America, discovered methods of the Daven

ports and copied them to advantage.

Other magicians have given "spook shows," attract

ing patrons to the theaters by promises of spirit cabi

net seances and other apparent manifestations. True

to form, they have either stated these presentations to

be trickery, or have exposed the methods used. Hou-

dini, in his war on fake psychics, was simply carrying

to an extreme, demonstrations that many others had

attempted before him.

If magicians, generally, were capable, the psychic

racket would have been ended long ago. The sad side

of the story is that capable magicians are few. Those

who are properly qualified to expose spirit mediums
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-(12)- INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

are frequently too busy traveling to concentrate upon

damaging the reputations of mediums, particularly

because the latter prefer permanent abodes and can

easily slide to temporary cover when an attack

threatens them.

This leaves the battle to the "local" magicians; and

in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, a magician,

if capable, would no longer remain "local." Thus the

much vaunted campaigns that magicians have insti

tuted against mediums have invariably dissipated,

without the accomplishment of permanent results.

There is a ludicrous side to the "battles" between

magicians and mediums. Though a magician may be

completely ignorant of a certain medium's actual

methods, he does at least know that the medium is de

pendent upon trickery. The magician, therefore, be

gins by exposing the methods which he things the

medium is using.

Some people accept the explanations; and the medi

um's business suffers. If it holds up too well, the magi

cian continues his "exposures" and makes the medium

feel the pinch more tightly. In the great majority of

cases, the magician is lucky if he scores one hit out of

ten. Nevertheless, if he actually succeeds in putting a

medium out of business, he takes great credit unto

himself.
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MAGICIANS VERSUS MEDIUMS -(i3)-
Actually, the accomplishment is due to the medi

um's own qualms. The medium is practicing trickery;

and the attention brought to that fact makes it harder

for him to handle his clients. He finds himself in the

unenviable position where the only way to show that

the magician is wrong is to explain how he actually

handles his seance spooks. No one relishes a dilemma;

spirit mediums particularly dislike such a pass.

With all this, the main fact still persists. Appren

tices are unable to do a craftsman's job. Magicians,

unqualified in methods of psychic research, frequently

hodge-podge their efforts. Worst of all, they lay their

own measures open to ridicule.

A few years ago, a group of magicians began an

anti-spiritualistic campaign that centered chiefly in

New York. Their war consisted in attacking quasi-

psychics who were on the radio, or performing in

theaters. They also denounced fortune-tellers, tea-cup

readers, and other small-fry.

The only portion of the campaign that concerned

deep-dyed fakery was the expose—in print—of meth

ods used by mediums. Old tricks were brought from

camphor; imaginary exposes were manufactured; sup

ported by a few usable mediumistic methods, these

manifestoes of anti-fraud were deluged upon the public.

All that this campaign actually accomplished was
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-(i4)~ INSIDE THE MEDIUM'S CABINET

to push astrologers and numerologists off the radio

programs, from which they were already due to van

ish; for they had overburdened the air. It also gave

the magicians a chance to clean house. For the very

society that began the campaign found that it was

harboring among its members a variety of the very

fakers which it was out to ruin.

Real mediums scarcely blinked. Instead, they en

joyed a smile when the campaign reached its finish.

As an aftermath, the magicians presented a seance of

their own; and in it
,

proved the toothlessness that

went along with their fierce bark.

Although they claimed to know all the real meth

ods of mediums, including materializations, these

magicians were unable to produce a single manifesta

tion that according to press accounts was better than

a hanky-panky trick. Though they had the benefit of

a stage —as opposed to a medium's more difficult circle

of sitters—they blotched their ghost show.

The climax, in pitch darkness, was to have been

the materialization of a "spook." Though they ad

mitted that mediums could produce fake "ghosts" of

wraithlike, luminous appearance, the "spirit" that the

magicians conjured was not visible even to persons in

the front rows of the audience.

When magicians seek to expose spirit frauds, they
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