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lipid Our Culture Begin in Atlantis?”
THE SEVENTEENTH LECTURE

UR material civilization has been defined as 
“the result of a series of inventions and dis­
coveries whereby man improves his condi­
tion and controls the forces of nature for his 
own advantage.’*
Savage man is a pitiable creature. As Mena- 
boshu says in the Chippewa legends, he is 
pursued by a perpetual hunger, he is exposed 
unprotected to the blasts of winter and the 
heat of summer. A  great terror sits upon 
his soul, for every manifestation of nature—  

the storm, the wind, the thunder, the lightning, the cold, the heat—  
all are threatening and dangerous demons. The seasons bring him 
neither seed-time nor harvest. Pinched with hunger, appeasing in 
part the everlasting craving of his stomach with seeds, berries and 
creeping things, he sees the animals of the forest dash by him and he 
has no means to arrest their flight. He is powerless and miserable in 
the midst of plenty. Every step toward civilization is a step of corn- 
quest over nature.
The invention of the bow and arrow was, in its time, a far greater 
stride forward for the human race than the steam engine or the tele­
graph. The savage could now reach his game. His insatiable hunger 
could be satisfied. The very eagle, “towering in its pride of place,” 
was not beyond the reach of this new and wonderful weapon. The 
discovery of fire and the art of cooking were another immense step 
forward. The savage, having nothing but wooden vessels in which 
to cook, covered the wood with clay, and the clay hardened in the

3
V * *  JAN 3 i ’4J



fire. The savage gradually learned that he could dispense with the 
wood, and thus pottery was invented. Then, if we are to believe the 
Chippewa legends, someone found on the shores of Lake Superior, 
fragments of the pure copper of that region and beat them into shape, 
and the art of metallurgy was begun in America. Iron was first worked 
in the same way by shaping meteoric iron into spearheads.
But, as Ignatius Donnelly warns us, it must not be supposed that these 
inventions followed one another in rapid succession. Thousands and 
perhaps tens of thousands of years intervened between each step. 
M any savage races have not, to this day, achieved some of these steps. 
Prof. Richard Owen says, “unprepossessed and sober experience 
teaches that arts, language, literature, are of slow growth, the results 
of gradual development.”
W e of the twentieth century, enjoying our motorcars, our electric 
turbines, our telephones, our radios, our airplanes, our moving pic­
tures, are altogether too prone to ignore this great fundamental. We 
imagine that these inventions grew out of one another by some in­
exorable process, but that back at the beginning of things there must 
have been some common and basic culture which all men enjoyed as 
by gift from the Almighty. Even Adam himself must have had a 
roof of some kind over his head, a knife and a stewpan.
Nearly sixty years have passed since Ignatius Donnelly sought to 
prove by his masterly work on Atlantis, that nearly all the arts essen­
tial to civilization which we possess, date back to the time of Atlantis, 
certainly to that ancient civilization which we call the Egyptian but 
which was coeval with and an outgrowth of Atlantis. 1 shall refer 
constantly to Donnelly in these next four lectures, because nothing 
has appeared before or since Donnelly’s time that begins to compare 
with this great scholar’s reconstruction of that submerged continent 
and its peoples to whom we of this twentieth century owe so much.
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S Donnelly says, in six thousand years the world made no 
advance in the civilization which it received from A t­
lantis. Phoenicia, Egypt, Chaldea, India, Greece, and 
Rome, passed the torch of civilization from one to the 
other. But in all that lapse of time they added nothing 
to the arts which existed at the earliest period of Egyp­

tian history. In architecture, sculpture, painting, engraving, mining, 
metallurgy, navigation, pottery, glassware, the construction of canals, 
roads and aqueducts, the arts of Phoenicia and Egypt extended, w ith­
out material change or improvement, to a period but two or three 
hundred years ago. The present age has entered upon a  new  era. 
jt has added a series of wonderful inventions to the A tlantean list, 
it has subjugated steam and electricity to the uses of man. A nd its 
work has but commenced. It will continue until it lifts m an to a plane 
as much higher than the present, as the present is above the barbaric 
condition; and in the future it will be said that between the birth of 
civilization in Atlantis, and the new civilization, there stretches a 
period of many thousands of years, during which m ankind did not in­
vent but simply perpetuated.
Herodotus tells us that according to the information he received from  
the Egyptian priests, their written history dated back 1 1,340 years 
before his era, or nearly 14,000 years prior to our time. T hey intro­
duced him into a spacious temple and showed him the statues of 341 
high priests who had in turn succeeded one another. A nd  yet the age 
of Columbus possessed no arts except that of printing— which w as 
ancient in China—not known to the Egyptians, and the civilization of 
Egypt at its first appearance was of a higher order than  at any  subse­
quent period of its history, thus testifying that it drew  its greatness 
from a fountain higher than itself. It was in its early days that E gypt 
worshiped the one God. In the later ages this simple and sublim e be­
lief was buried under the corruptions of polytheism. T he greatest 
pyramids were built by the Fourth Dynasty, and so universal w as edu­
cation at that time among the people that the stones w ith which they 
worked, retain to this day the writing of the w orkm en.
The first king was Menes. “A t the epoch of M enes," says W inchell, 
"the Egyptians were already a civilized and num erous people. 
Manetho tells us that Athotis, the son of the first king M enes, built 
the palace at Memphis, that he was a physician and w rote anatom ical 
books. All these statements imply that even at this early  period the 
Egyptians were in a high state of civilization. In the tim e of M enes5



th e E g y p tia n s  h ad  lo n g  b een  arch itects, sculptors, painters, mytholo 
g ists , an d  th e o lo g ia n s .”
P ro fesso r  R ich ard  O w e n  sa y s , “ E g y p t is recorded to have been a 
c iv iliz e d  an d  g o v ern ed  co m m u n ity  b efore the tim e of Menes. The 
p a sto ra l c o m m u n ity  o f  a  g rou p  o f n om ad  fam ilies, as portrayed in the 
P e n ta te u c h , m a y  b e  ad m itted  as an  early  step  in civilization. Bat 
h o w  far in  a d v a n ce  o f th is a g e  is a n ation  adm inistered by a kingly 
g o v er n m e n t, c o n sistin g  o f  grad es o f  so c ie ty , w ith  divisions of labor, 
o f  w h ich  o n e  k in d  a ssig n ed  to  th e p riesthood  w as to record and chroo- 
ic le  th e  n am es an d  d y n asties o f  th e k in gs, the duration and chief 
e v e n ts  o f  th eir  r e ig n s!”
E xn est R en a n  p o in ts  o u t th at “ E gyp t at the beginning appears ma­
tu re , o ld , an d  en tire ly  w ith o u t m yth ica l and heroic ages, as if the 
c o u n tr y  h ad  n ev er  k n o w n  y o u th . Its civ iliza tion  has no infancy, and 
its  art n o  archaic period- T h e  c iv iliza tio n  o f the Old Monarchy (hd 
n o t b e g in  w ith  in fa n cy . It w a s a lready m ature.”
T h e  im p lica tio n  o f  a ll th is cu ltu ra l ev id en ce, if w e had no other, 
g e o lo g ic a lly  or p h ilo lo g ica lly , co n v ey s to  th e well-read person that 
th e  c iv iliz a tio n  th u s a ttested , m u st h ave b egu n  in Atlantis, and that 
th e  E g y p tia n  p eo p le  w ere  u n ab le to  m aintain  it at the high standard 
a t w h ich  th e y  had  received  it, a s d ep icted  in  the pages of Plato. What 
k in g  o f  A ssy r ia , a s P ro f. D o n n e lly  w e ll asks, or o f Greece, or Rome, 
or e v e n  o f  th e  m od ern  n a tio n s, has ever d evoted  him self to the study 
o f  m ed ic in e  an d  th e  w ritin g  o f  m ed ical b ooks for the benefit of man­
k in d ?  T h eir  m issio n  h as b een  to  k ill, n o t to  heal the people. Yet 
h ere , a t th e  v ery  d aw n  o f  M editerranean h istory, w e find the son of 
th e  first k in g  o f  E g y p t recorded “as a physician , and as having left 
a n a tom ica l b o o k s .”
It se e m s to  b e  in co n testa b le  th at in  som e region  o f the earth primitive 
m an k in d  m u st h a v e  ex isted  and d ev elop ed  during vast spaces of time, 
a n d  u n d er th e  m o st favorab le  con d ition s, to  create, invent and dis­
co v er  th o se  arts and  th in g s th at co n stitu te  civilization .
T h a t illu str io u s F ren ch m an  H . A . T a in e, in  h is H istory of English 
L iteratu re, se e s  th e u n ity  o f  th e Indo-E uropean races manifest in their 
la n g u a g es, litera tu res and  p h ilo sop h ies, and argues that these preemi­
n en t treats “are th e great m arks o f an  orig in al m odel,” and that when 
w e  m eet w ith  th em  “ fifteen , tw en ty , th irty  centuries before 
o u r era, in  an  A ry a n , an  E gyp tian , a  C hinese, they represent 
th e  w o rk  o f  a  great m a n y  a g es, perhaps o f several myriads 
o f  cen tu ries. S u ch  is th e sou rce o f  th ese  m aster faculties from which
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. {orical events take their rise, and one sees that if it be powerful, 
f jj bcsuse this is no simple spring, but a kind of lake, a deep, wide 
^rvoir, wherein other springs have, for a multitude of centuries, 
ĉharged their several streams.” In other words, the capacity of 

j* Egyptian, Aryan, Chaldean, Chinese, Saxon and Celt, to main- 
pjn civilization, is simply the result of civilized training during 
•‘myriads of centuries" in some original home of the race.

IVILIZATION is not communicable to all. M any savage 
tribes are incapable of it. There are two great divisions 
of mankind, the civilized and the savage, and, as is in­
contestably shown, every civilized race in the world has 
had something of civilization from the earliest ages. As 
“all roads lead to Rom e," so all the converging lines of 

civilization lead to Atlantis, and perhaps before Atlantis.
The abyss between civilized and savage man is simply incalculable. 
It represents not alone a difference in arts and methods of life, bu t in 
the mental constitution, the instincts, the predispositions of the soul. 
The child of the civilized races in his sports m anufactures w ater­
wheels, wagons, and houses of cobs. The savage boy amuses himself 
with bows and arrows. The one belongs to a building and creating 
race; the other to wild hunting stock. The abyss between savagery 
and civilization has never been passed by any nation through its own 
original force or without external influences during the historic period. 
Those that were savage tribes at the dawn of history are savages still. 
Barbarian slaves may have been taught something of the arts of their 
masters, and conquered races have shared some of the advantages 
possessed by their conquerors, but we shall seek in vain for any ex­
ample of a savage people’s developing civilization of or am ong them ­
selves. jy  iy
If we may be reminded here of the Gauls, G oths and Britons, it m ay 
he stated that these were not savages. T hey possessed w ritten  lan­
guages, poetry, oratory and history; they were controlled by religious 
ideas; they believed in God and the im m ortality of the soul and in 
reward and punishment after death. W herever the Rom ans came in 
contact with the Gauls, or Britons, or G erm an tribes, they found them  
armed with weapons of iron. The Scots, according to Tacitus, used 
chariots and iron swords in the battle of the G ram pians. The Celts 
of Gaul are stated by Diodorus Siculus to have used iron-headed 
spears and coats of mail. And the Gauls who encountered the Rom an
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arms in B. C. 222 were armed with soft iron swords, as well as at the 
time Caesar conquered their country. Among the Gauls, men would 
lend money to be repaid in the next life, showing a belief in periodic 
earthly return, the great law of earthly compensation; and we need 
not add that no Christian people has yet attained to that sublime height 
of faith. They cultivated the ground, built houses and walled towns, 
wove cloth and employed wheeled vehicles. They possessed nearly 
all the cereals and domestic animals known to us today, and they 
wrought in iron, bronze, and steel. The Gauls had even invented a 
machine on wheels to cut their grain, thus anticipating our mowers 
and reapers by two thousand years.
The difference between the civilization of the Romans under Julius 
Caesar and the Gauls under Vercingetorix, was a difference in degree 
and not in kind. The Roman civilization was simply a development 
and perfection of the civilization possessed by all the European popu­
lations. It was drawn from the common foundation of Atlantis!

|F W E find on both sides of the Atlantic precisely the 
same arts, sciences, religious beliefs, habits, customs, 
and traditions, it is absurd to say that the peoples of 
the two continents arrived separately, by precisely the 
same steps, at precisely the same ends. When we con­
sider the resemblance of the civilizations of the Medi­

terranean nations to one another, no man is silly enough to pretend 
that Rome, Greece, Egypt, Assyria, Phoenicia, each spontaneously 
and separately invented the arts, sciences, habits and opinions in which 
they agreed; but we proceed to trace out the thread of descent or 
connection from one to the other.
W hy should a rule of interpretation prevail, as between the two sides 
of the Atlantic, different from that which prevails or holds good as to 
the two sides of the Mediterranean Sea? If, in the one case, similarity 
of origin has unquestionably produced similarity of arts, customs and 
condition, why, in the other, should not similarity of arts, customs and 
condition prove similarity of origin?
Is there any instance in the world, of two peoples, without knowledge 
of or intercourse with each other, happening upon the same invention, 
whether that invention be an arrowhead or a steam engine? If a lapse 
of at least six thousand years occurred before man began anew the 
work of invention and took up the thread of thought where Atlantis 
dropped it, what probability is there of three or four separate na-

8



* U advancing at the same speed to precisely the same arts and The proposition is untenable.
f t g S S S S i  E MEET many people who think that Plato created the idea of a kingdom of Atlantis out of his own imagina- 

Y/3 tion. I remember that when I first heard of Atlantis 
Mm AjRa in this present life I found something haunting, some- 
|  thing vaguely intriguing, about it. 1 recall finding a fic-lijlYiiwi jjon story concerning it in my Sunday School library 
wfifn I was but eleven or twelve years old, and how it attracted my 
interest instantly. The Sunday supplement writers and editors of 
the Nation know the value of playing on those aged racial memories. 
The editors who put together the material which you find in current 
magazines instinctively know the value of anything appertaining to 
astronomy, archaeology, or that which has existed culturally only to 
be lost. The interest which was aroused by the opening of King Tut's 
tomb went deep into the spiritual reservoirs of all peoples. We have 
an instinctive urge from boyhood or girlhood for that which is old or 
legendary. Why?
I believe it is the same instinctive urge that makes us have a strange 
sentimental propensity from time to time for the scenes and days of 
childhood. We like to recall that which we have lived through and been 
a part of. So do  we like, racially, to recall that which we have lived 
through and been a part of. We are interested in those old kingdoms 
and those old civilizations, because once upon a time we lived in 
them or under them! Vaguely we are but refreshing racial memories 
when we concern ourselves with them.
It makes no difference what the color of a m an’s skin may be in the 
present, this urge is universal in all mankind, because all men have 
hed before in the ages that have perished. W e have seen how the 
various groupings of mankind about the earth brought racial antago­
nisms. But from the very start of the composition of A tlantis itself, 
we find allocated and pictorially represented, narrated in all legends, 
all the present great divisions of humankind. The races are all in the 
worldly picture, black, yellow, red, and white. It is already debatable 
in the minds of many ethnologists whether the black m an originated 
in Africa; there is no record to show that he is an aborigine of the 
Dark Continent. There is plenty of record to indicate that he was 
carried there from the known world, far back in the times that we 
carelessly term prehistoric. And there are records on m any of the9



temples of Central America, of Negroes whose physiognomy is ^  
mistakable. Likewise from the same records we recognize the physiog. 
nomies of the Chinese and the Hebrew.
Pausing a moment on this, Negroes have never been a sea-going peo. 
pie, and their existence among the aborigines of Central America 
proves one of two things: either the existence of a land connection be. 
tween America and Africa, via Atlantis, or commercial relations be. 
tween America and Africa via the ships of the Atlanteans or of some 
other civilized race whereby Negroes were transported to the various 
countries as slaves at a very remote period.
There is a most interesting book of the Quichuas, the people of Cen­
tral and South America, the Popul Vuh, which speaks of the first men 
“in the region of the rising sun. All seem to have spoken one lan­
guage and to have lived in great peace, black men and white together." 
W e hear of no civilization in the Mediterranean region as coming 
from the East; we hear of them all as coming from the West. What 
west? W hat land could have been meant? We did have a Lemurian 
migration that settled in Atlantis. We likewise had a Lemurian mi­
gration that settled in Abyssinia. But it never got down into lower 
Africa. As we follow the migration in Asia of the present as ex­
pressed by stories of the common people, they all report, We came 
from the W est,” just as the common people of Central and South 
America speak vaguely of a motherland in the west. But where are 
those lands today in which “black men and white lived together in 
great peace” ?
I mention these points about the races as a factor in the reconstruc­
tion of those ancient civilizations. All the races that compose civiliza­
tion today, were likewise in existence then. There was no essential 
division of the races into sharply confined areas.
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HERE is another interesting point to be noted in recon­
structing Atlantis, in the nam es of certain cities com m on 
to both the old world and the new. T here w as no de­
parture from the practice of nam ing cities after those in 
the motherland, exactly as we have cities nam ed today. 
We have in this so-called New W orld such nam es of 

u0icipalities as New York, New H aven, New London. W herever 
-ouhavea “New” it postulates that there m ust have been an  “Old.** 

could almost make a list of the cities of England from  the nam es 
0f cities and hamlets on this side of the A tlantic. A pplying this prac- 
ijce to Atlantis, we find in the M editerranean basin, on the w est coast 
0[ Asia Minor, at least five cities that have counterparts in the nom en­
clature of Central America. In A rm enia w e find Choi and C o lu a ; in 
Central America we find Chol-ula and Colua-can. In A rm enia w e 
meet with Zuivana; in Central America, Zuivan. In A rm enia there is 
Cholima; in Central America, Colima. In A rm enia Zalissa; in C en­
tral America, Zalisco.
Can this similarity in names of cities be coincidence? Is it no t fairly 
acceptable logic that cities on both sides of the A tlantic m ust each in 
turn have been named after cities in the great A tlan tean  kingdom ? 
What more overwhelming comparison of nam es do w e have in all the 
old or new countries than that of the great god P an  and  M aia in the 
Greek, and Panama on the American isthm us?
Those of you who are familiar with G reek m ythology will rem em ber 
that the barbarians alluded to by Hom er and Thucydides w ere a  race 
of ancient navigators and pirates called Cares, or Carians, w ho occu­
pied the isles of Greece before the Pelasgi. T he w ord is a com m on 
term applied to the earliest settlers of South and C entral A m erica, as 
Churchward has shown us.
“Hu the Mighty” is found in H u-nap-hu, the hero-god of the 
South American Quichuas; and the god of the W elsh druids, H u-napu  
and Hu-hu-nap-hu, are semidivine heroes of the Q uichaus. H ow  
does this happen, three thousand miles apart, over untold  ages? H ow , 
except that both were colonial inheritances of the A tlan teans?
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lEN we come to the question of color of other racej 
spread over the face of the globe, we proceed to unearth 
other astounding evidences of an earthly society that 
must have had an origin in a great nation not much dif­
ferent from the United States of the present.
W e said that Adam of the scriptures got his name from I 

the fact that he represented the first Red Race, and that the word 
means “red” in all the ancient languages. The Arabs and Egyptians 
considered mankind as comprising two races, the one red or ruddy, 
the other black, and classed themselves among the red men. Not 
only was Adam, or A-dom, the Red Man, but red from the first has 
been a sacred color. The gods of the ancients were always portrayed 
in red. The Wisdom of Solomon refers to this custom: “The car­
penter carved it elegantly, and formed it by the skill of his under­
standing, and fashioned it to the shape of a man, or made it like vile 
beast, laying it over with Vermillion, and with paint, coloring it red.” 
Universally the Indians paint their idols red. The very name of the 
Phoenicians signifies red.
Ancient Egyptians recognized four races, they themselves being the 
Rot or red men. The yellow they called Namu, which included the 
Asiatic races. The black men were called Nahsu, and the white Tam- 
hu. In the same way we find that the ancient Aryan writings divided 
mankind into four races, white, red, yellow, and black, who settled 
along the great Mediterranean corridor. The four castes of India 
were founded upon these distinctions in color. The word for color 
in Sanskrit, Varna, means “caste.” The great mystery of the caste 
system in the East was the keeping of the racial bloodstreams pure. 
The red men, according to the Mahabharata, were the Kshatriyas, the 
warrior caste, who were afterwards engaged in a fierce contest with 
the whites, the Brahmans, and were nearly exterminated. It was from 
their stock that Buddha was born.
The whites seem to have been at the top in that ancient day, as they 
are at the top at present in all world systems. Do you get the immu­
table principle of the spectrum again, all things being contained in 
white, the Brahmans being the priestly class.
In social and economic structure, that ancient civilization of Atlantis 
was therefore essentially like our own, because we are forced to re­
mind ourselves that cultures and civilizations, while influenced by fea­
tures of terrain and by heavenly bodies, are essentially spiritual 
achievements. As individual men and women go through each stage of
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. r they gather that which each has to bestow upon their characters. 
^ ^at cataclysm comes along and seems to wipe out all vestiges of 
jjt they have gained in an organized, material way. But it cannot 
•p* out that culture which has become a part of their spiritual charac­

te rs They proceed to build a little higher from  the reservoir of spirit-
ethics in their eternal memories.

CCASIONALLY it occurs to m en and women to ask 
themselves from whence comes the mysterious thing in 
cultural life called Leadership. All down the ages m an­
kind has had it. A nd yet it is truly a social phenom­
enon. Why should one person or one class of persons, 
or one caste or one race, take and hold ascendancy over 

the others? When we give the enigma the attention it merits, we 
realize that Leadership is all a m atter of gradation of wisdom. This 
at first may seem banal. It is actually profound. One m an knows 
more than another man knows, or he assumes to know more. Those 
who know less either borrow vicariously from those of greater wis­
dom by submitting themselves not only to the dictates of logic which 
the wiser may possess, but they are willing to fall in behind such a 
wise man and do as he suggests or dictates physically, politically or 
socially, thereby utilizing for themselves the wisdom epitomized by 
him, which they lack. Social organization, therefore, is nothing but 
an expression of various gradations of wisdom, and at the top is the 
man, or men, who possess the greatest fund of knowledge about the 
universe in which men find themselves dwelling.
Looking back in our cultural inheritance to great A tlantis of the very 
olden days, we are told that in the beginnings of things on this planet 
tie men who knew most were the Avatar-Leaders. They were not, 
as sociologists suppose, merely common m en who had learned to seize 
opportunities for advancement of which the more stupid had not 
availed themselves. This could not have happened, for in the begin­
ning all were more or less subject to the same conditions of life, and 
where would their superior knowledge have come from ? W e touch 
close to the metaphysical when we consider the social and political 
structures of those ancient times.
Originally we find the leaders of the peoples of the earth  called Seers, 
or those who saw. They were a class of m en who lived in See Houses, 
on elevated portions of land, sometimes m ountains, som etim es archi­
tectural elevations in the hearts of cities. The term  has come down13



t0 iU^Jn mo^ ern ^ayf in describing the abode of bishops of the Epwco- pal Church. The bishop is an  occupant of a See House. Primarily 
these ancient leaders studied or “saw " the heavens. They were the 
w orld’s first astronom ers, as the ancient skies cleared and heavenly 
bodies came into view. No m an or caste of men can withdraw from 
the m ultitude and  give atten tion  to the vastness of celestial space, 
w ithout gaining greater powers than  those whose vision is confined 
to the materialistic things of earth. G reat avatars have come into a 
consciousness of w hat they have to give to the world, in the lonely 
w aste places, not in m arts of trade or political councils.
A dm itting for the m om ent that the leaders who first took charge of 
the A tlanteans and Lem urians w ere of a  superior order and had 
undoubtedly gained to their knowledge and  wisdom on other planets 
or in other planetary systems, it m akes no difference whether they 
got their knowledge from  far planes of existence or from senses gal­
vanized above those w ho slept in hum ble abodes beneath those an­
cient See Houses. O ur present-day political systems, our evil social 
machinery, are bu t debauched symbols and shadow structures of 
something that once was very beautiful. . Today when we think of 
the w ord Priesthood, because of the abom inable prostitution of the 
priestly power in the hands of petty  m en considering God in the 
anthropom orphic concept, w e do no t th ink of a caste of princely 
avatars. All that is passed. It w as only the original pattern which we 
had exhibited for us in its purity , th a t becam e a  factor in our racial 
culture. W e think of priestcraft and  priest-graft today and say God 
deliver us!" because priests have now  lost their ancient knowledge,or 
are only the husks of that great caste of true  leaders that once abode 
in the world’s See Houses, or in its lonely places. They are no longer 
avatars, because avatars , no longer incarnate in the priestly classes. 
W hen they come into flesh now  they  exert their leadership in other 
characters, by  incarnating in com m on ranks and strata of society, to 
rise up and exhibit them selves in their true  identities when there is 
artistic, social or political achievem ent to  be accomplished for the 
good of the race as a  whole.
W e are told that A tlantis w as com m only ruled or presided over by 
twelve great avatar-priests of ex trao rd inary  culture and ethical at­
tainm ent. W hen I say this, let m e d raw  you a  modern analogy. 
Think of the state of society th a t w ou ld  be in existence on this earth 
if it were ruled by a council of tw elve avatars, each one of whom 
had the tem peram ental m aturity , the  sp iritual adulthood, of Jesus the
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Otfistf We would not think then of the priestly caste with shivers. 
It is because we have learned that mere mortal men have debased such divine calling of leadership into ritualistic form ulae, with all their at" tendant evils of greed and corruption, that we pray  the A lm ighty not to inflict a priestly government on us again.

OW looking back over history, we find that all peoples have had a peculiar custom  of considering those who have been of prominence or notoriety  in past years or past ages, as having been affiliated w ith Deity. The law and order exhibited in the operations of the heaven­ly bodies postulated a single ruling mind. From  ob­servation of this law and order the idea of the O ne G od w as apparen t­ly arrived at. It was but a logical reaction from  this observation, for men to attribute divine powers to those w ho stood head and shoulders above the herd in their cultural attainm ents. A nd  in the exact ratio  that time passed, after the removal of such supernal m entalities from  the earthly scene, human exaggeration concerning their a tta inm en ts  
made them objects of worship.This is a peculiarity of hum an natu re  by no m eans confined to  the 
past. A thousand or five thousand years from  today, scientists u n ­
covering the remnants of our present civilization and  transla ting  docu­
ments containing lavish references to the M id-V ictorian Era, w ill 
doubtless assert with great profundity  and  solem nity  th a t ju s t before 
the turn of the twentieth century, A nglo-Saxon peoples w ere  w o r­
shipers of the great Goddess Victoria.
In delving back into the records and folklore o f ancien t peoples, even  
as late as the Roman, the Greek, the B abylonian , th e  E gyp tian , an d  
in a measure the Scandinavian, w e find th a t u n ifo rm ly  th e  gods an d  
goddesses who were objects o f venera tion  and  beseechm ent w ere  n ev ­
er considered as actual creators o f heaven  an d  earth . T h ey  w ere  ex ­
aggerated prototypes of quite earth ly  m en  an d  w om en , do ing  e a rth ly  
things, p la y in g  favorites, defending a  p a rticu la r people, h av in g  tro u ­
ble with th e ir  wives and relatives. T h e  m ale  gods w ere  fre q u e n tly  
married to turbulent, shrewish w om en, o r b ickered  w ith  th e ir  ch ild ren , 
one of them, Zeus, even going so fa r  as to  h u rl o n e  o f h is o ffsp ring  
out of a window, breaking his back.
It stands to reason that this type o f d e ity  in  fo lk lo re  cou ld  h av e  little  
in common with the one G od-M onarch  w h o  fa sh io n ed  th e  e a r th  a n d  
set the celestial bodies in  the heavens. T o  search  fo r  a  tru e  so lu tio n
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o f the m ystery, w e have to go back, far back, behind accredited ori­gins, for these m yths so popular am ong the peoples of the Mediter­ranean basin . A nd know ing the propensity of humankind to deify outstanding individuals as tim e passes and their talents or achieve­m ents are exaggerated in m uch telling, w e have to proceed on the h yp othesis that these ancient gods and goddesses must have been very ancient earth ly potentates. Looking for evidence to substantiate such hyp othesis, w e do com e upon som e perturbing facts.

I

U R  so-called culture o f today is built upon two corner­stones : first, m aterialistic achievem ent; second, spiritual ennoblem ent grow ing out of universally accepted as­sum ptions in regard to the character and behavior of the A lm igh ty  P otentate. It goes w ithout saying that we are the inheritors o f an extraordinarily materialistic civiliza­
tion . W e h ave had dom esticated anim als passed on to us, we have 
had agricultural processes perfected and bequeathed to us over untold 
gen eration s, u n til it is difficult to  conceive o f a state of world society 
in  w h ich  th ey  w ere n ot know n and practiced. W e are the recipients 
o f a v a st fu n d  o f lore concerning architecture and engineering. We 
h a v e had the basic facts about m etallurgy handed us out of ages that 
w e consider archaic. Sculpture, painting, engraving, and poetry, had 
reached such a h igh ly  develop ed  state in  the beginnings of recorded 
h istory  that w e  so lem n ly  refer to  them  as classics, using them as sub­
strata on  w h ich  to  erect an y advances in  these arts in the present day. 
In public w ork s w e  h ave the old  w orlds filled w ith ruins that attest to 
m arvels o f hum an atta inm ents. In navigation , manufactures, music, 
w ea p o n s, w e  seem  gen eration  after generation  to be repeating or redis­
co ver in g  that w h ich  w as on ce un iversal property of the nations. Only 
relig io n s or th e con cep ts o f h u m anity  regarding the Creator, seem to 
h a v e  u n d ergon e a n y  radical a lterations w ith in  the period of recorded 
h istory .
In stu d y in g  th e true orig in  o f our cu lture, therefore, suppose that we 
lo o k  in to  th ese  item s in  th e order nam ed. B efore taking up the genesis 
o f  sp ir itu a lity  as th e w orld  a t p resent k n ow s and practices it, suppose 
w e  g la n ce  at th ese  m ateria listic  ach ievem en ts o f the Atlanteans and 
o b serv e  h o w  little  w e  o f th ese  later d ays h ave evolved  for ourselves. 
T o  d eterm in e th e  ex isten ce  o f th ese  th in gs in  A tlantis, we must of 
co u rse  u se  th e m eth od  I h a v e  h eretofore laid dow n. If w e find an in­
v e n tio n  or a so c ia l cu sto m  id en tica l on  both  sides o f the Atlantic, we16



.tribute its common source to some central locality from which must a j QUt jn colonial fashion into the preserved localities where 
jt remain to the present day. Identical evolutions on separate 

parts of the planet over the same periods of time are untenable, as we 
have seen. ^Of the domesticated animals and agricultural achievements, we have 
spoken in a previous lecture. If we find the camel in Africa and Kan­
sas, it must have been a common beast of burden in Atlantis. If we 
find the bison in France and Wyoming, it must have been a well- 
known beast on the Atlantean plains. If we find the horse in Arabia, 
and yet find its forebears no bigger than a fox in Montana, we are 
forced to conclude that it must have been evolved as a draft animal 
between the Straits of Gibraltar and Cape Hatteras. And the same thing applies to the fruits and grains. Especially bear in mind what 
we learned in our last lecture about the seedless banana.When we come to architecture, however, we enter an entrancing and fecund field of exploration and overwhelming evidence that the 
science of building had its root and start upon a continent that is no longer in existence. Plato tells us that the Atlanteans possessed 
architecture, that they built walls, temples and palaces. We need not add that this art was found in Egypt, perfected to a degree that is now the despair of modern construction engineers. All the civilized countries of Europe, as well as Peru, Mexico and Central America, followed principles of erection and design that must have had a com­mon origin.
The obelisks of Egypt, covered with strange picture symbols as they are, are duplicated by the round columns of Central America, and both are supposed to have originated in phallic worship, or the wor­ship of the male procreational equipment. This adulation of the principle of human fertility is found even in parts of the Orient at the present time, notably in Cambodia and Burma. The usual symbol of the phallus, according to both Squier and Bancroft, was an erect stone, often in its rough state, though sometimes sculptured. The wor­ship of Priapus was found in Asia, Egypt, along the European shore of the Mediterranean, and in the forests of Central America.The mounds of Europe and Asia were made in the same way and for the same purposes as those of America. Herodotus describes the burial of a Scythian king: “After this they set to work to raise avast mound over the grave, all of them vying with each other and seeking to make it as tall as possible.” Foster in his Prehistoric Races



says: 4‘It must be confessed that these Scythian burial rites havea
strong resemblance to those of the American Mound Builders. Homer 
describes the erection of a great symmetrical mound over Hector, also 
over Achilles. Alexander the Great raised a huge mound over hit 
friend Hephaestion at a cost over one million dollars.
The grave-cists made of stone in the American mounds are exactly 
like the stone chests or kistvaen for the dead, found in the British 
mounds. Tumuli have been found in Yorkshire inclosing wooden 
coffins, precisely as in the mounds of the Mississippi Valley. The 
articles associated with the dead are the same on both continental 
arms, trinkets, food, clothes, and funeral urns. How can this possi­
bly be coincidence?
In both the Mississippi Valley and among the Chaldeans, vases were 
constructed around the bones, the neck of the vase being too small to 
permit the extraction of the skull. Today in our modern cemeteries 
we construct mausoleums, permanent resting houses for cadavers 
which we know to be naught but disintegrating chemical compositions 
that in a few years will be dust. We say we thus show respect or 
loving solicitude for the dead, knowing all the time that the body thus 
discarded is but the cocoon from which the sentient spirit has emerged 
into another form of Being. Our thousands of square miles of ceme­
teries are today living symbols of an era when mankind expected the 
literal dead body to come to life again at some future date and require 
the body so carefully preserved. Yet scarcely one intelligent person 
in a million truly believes in this actually happening. It is but paying 
tribute to a racial memory, the heritage from a bygone civilization. A 
continually advancing civilization will cremate the bodies of the dead 
as something worthless, not unlike so much discarded rubbish.
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[GAIN referring to engineering achievem ents, the pyra­
mids of Egypt, Assyria and Phoenicia all had their dupli­
cates in Central America, as we shall see in a separate 
lecture on the significance of pyram ids. The use of 
cement was known alike to the European and A m erican 
nations. The use of the arch w as know n on both  sides 

of the Atlantic. The manufacture of brick w as know n sim ilarly in 
(joth the Old and New Worlds. The style of ornam entation  of m onu­
ments and public buildings has been m uch the sam e in both hem i­
spheres. It approaches idiocy to contend that these things ju s t hap­
pened. Pyramids must have been know n and erected in A tlantis. 
Cement must have been an A tlantean discovery, for its use to filter 
to such widely scattered parts of the planet. T he A tlan teans m ust 
have had extensive claybeds and brickyards.
In the field of metallurgy I refer you again to w hat I said in a recent 
lecture on the mining of copper in the Lake Superior region o f the  
United States. Engineers estimate that 200,000 tons w ere rem oved 
from one ore field alone. W here did all this meted go? W here are  
the evidences of it today? The A tlanteans m ust have possessed a 
full knowledge of how to mine all the ores, and  have m ined them , 
working in copper, tin, bronze, gold, silver and probably iron. W e 
bow the American nations possessed all these m etals. C ertainly  w e 
have equal evidence of them in the so-called Old W orld. T he age of 
bronze, or of copper combined with tin, was preceded in A m erica, and  
nowhere else, by a simpler age o f copper. T herefore the w ork ing  o f 
metals either originated in America or in som e o ther nation  to w hich 
it was tributary. The Mexicans m anufactured bronze, and  th e  Incas 
mined iron ore near Lake Titicaca. The Peruvians called gold “ the 
tears of the sun.” It was sacred to the sun, as w as silver to  the m oon. 
And out of this last reference come our strange, strange fixations of 
modern times in regard to the w orth of gold and  silver m oney.
Gold and silver as the proper substances for coinage hav ing  estab ­
lished value when politically utilized, date far, far back to  a tim e w hen  
the yellow metal had association w ith the solar deity, and  silver w as 
hallowed because of its affinity with the deity  o f n ight, the m oon. O u r 
very monetary systems in this tw entieth cen tu ry  rest on the  religious 
superstitions of a gone and forgotten people. G old of itself is o f lit­
tle or no utility except for ornam ents. Silver is o f little value of 
itself except as it can be worked in alloys and  p lating  to  m ake utensils. 
And in this regard there are a score of o ther m etals w hich exceed it in
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d u rab ility - N e ith e r  is it b e c a u se  go ld  a n d  silver are so scarce, tta 
th e y  a re  u se d  as th e  b as is  o f  co in ag e . T h a t is a myth perpetuated 
b y  a n  in te rn a tio n a l  b a n k e r  g ro u p . T h e re  is m ore gold and silver hi 
th e  w o rld  to d a y  u n c o in e d  th a n  a t  a n y  tim e  w ith in  the historic or pre- 
h is to ric  re c o rd  o f  m a n . M a n y  g o ld  a n d  silver m ines, even in Canada 
o f  th e  p re se n t, a re  n o t  a llo w ed  to  b e  w o rk e d  because the values of these 
p re c io u s  m e ta ls  a re  so  d e p re c ia te d  th a t  th e  recovery of them is no 
lo n g e r  w o r th  w h ile . S ilv e r h a s  b e e n  b o u g h t in its crude state in 
C a n a d a , I a m  in fo rm e d , fo r  so m e th in g  like fo u r cents a pound. It 4 
b e c a u s e  th e se  m e ta ls  w e re  o n ce  re se rv ed  exclusively for the decora­
t io n  o f  te m p le s , a n d  th e  o rn a m e n tin g  o f v estm en ts  of priests who had 
to  d o  w ith  th e  g o d s, th a t  it b e c a m e  so  d eep ly  venerated . This practice 
w a s  e n c o u ra g e d  b y  a  v o ra c io u s  fin an c ia l h ierarchy  because, thereby, 
h a v in g  th e  m o n e ta ry  sy s te m  o f  a  g iv en  co u n try  on a gold or silver 
b a s is , th e  id e n tic a l co in ag e  re p re se n tin g  th a t  system  could be called in 
a n d  h o a rd e d  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  w h e n  reca lc itran t rulers refused to be 
d ire c te d  b y  a r ro g a n t  b a n k e rs . S u ch  p erfo rm an ces are of record no 
la te r  th a n  th e  tim e s  o f  th e  C h a rle se s  in  E n g lan d . W e know painfully 
w e ll h o w  p e rn ic io u s  is th e  p rac tice  in  th e  countries of the modern 
w o r ld  a t  th e  p re s e n t m o m e n t. ^

N  sc u lp tu re , w e  a re  o v e rw h e lm ed  w ith  the evidence of 
th e  e x te n t  o f  th is  a r t  o n  b o th  sides of the Atlantic. Dr. 
A r th u r  S c h o tt in  d esc rib in g  th e  C ara  Gigantesca or gi­
g a n tic  face , a  m o n u m e n t o f Y zam al in Yucatan, says, 
“ B e h in d  a n d  o n  b o th  sides, fro m  u n d er the mitre, a short 
v e il fa lls  u p o n  th e  sh o u ld e rs  so as to  protect the back of 

th e  h e a d  a n d  n e c k . T h is  p a r tic u la r  a p p e n d a g e  vividly calls to mind 
th e  s a m e  fe a tu re  in  th e  sy m b o lic  a d o rn m e n ts  o f Egyptian and Hindu 
p r ie s ts , a n d  e v e n  th o s e  o f  th e  H e b re w  h ie ra rc h y ."  Dr. Schott sees in 
th e  o rb ic u la r  w h e e l-p la te s  o f  th is  s ta tu e  th e  w heel symbol of Kronos 
a n d  S a tu rn ,  a n d  in  tu r n  it m a y  b e  su p p o se d  th a t  the  wheel of Kronos 
w a s  s im p ly  th e  C ro ss  o f  A tla n tis ,  su rro u n d e d  b y  its encircling ring. 
€][ T h e  a r t  o f  p a in t in g  w a s  k n o w n  o n  b o th  sides of the Atlantic, the 
p a in t in g s  o n  so m e  o f  th e  w a lls  o f  th e  te m p le s  o f C entral America re­
pealing a  s ta te  o f  a r t  a s  h ig h  as  th a t  o f  E g y p t.

e n g ra v in g , w e  a re  fa m ilia r  e n o u g h  w ith  th e  hieroglyphics carved 
o n  s to n e  m o n u m e n ts , b o th  in  th e  O ld  ^X^orld an d  the New. And 
h e  w o rk in g  o f  p re c io u s  m e ta ls , th e re  is n o t m uch  difference in de- 

o f  sk ill s h o w n  b e tw e e n  th e  o rn a m e n ts  delicately  tooled as taken
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• m  the Egyptian and Assyrian tombs, and those recovered from 
jVje ruins in Maya and the west coast of South America. 
n. agriculture 1 have already spoken. The Atlanteans were primarily 
^ agricultural people. Their great island continent, about the area 
J the United States, was particularly adapted to the raising of crops,
Ljflg protected as \ve have seen by its range of mountains on the 
riith, and having a far-flung level plain reaching east and west. W hat 
^  find among the civilized nations of both America and northern 
Africa, is hut a vestige of the agricultural knowledge and skill which 
produced such horticultural wonders on Atlantis. In Egypt the king 
pit his hand to the plow at an annual festival, thus dignifying and 
consecrating the occupation of husbandry. In Peru precisely the same 
custom prevailed. In both the plow was known. In Egypt it was 
drawn by oxen, in Peru by men. It was drawn by men in the north 
of Europe down to a comparatively recent period.
In public works our heritage is such as to shame the engineers of to­
day. The ancient American nations built public works as great or 
greater than any known in Europe or Asia. As I have already m en­
tioned, the Peruvians had public roads one to two thousand miles long, 
made so durably as to excite the admiration of the Spaniards. A t 
every few miles taverns or hotels were established for the accommoda­
tion or protection of travelers. They built aqueducts for purposes of 
irrigation, some of which were five hundred miles long. A gain I say, 
that would be as far as from New York City to North Carolina. T hey 
constructed magnificent bridges of stone and even invented suspen­
sion bridges thousands of years before they were introduced into 
Europe. They had, both in Peru and Mexico, a system of posts by  
which news was transmitted hundreds of miles in a day, precisely like 
those known among the Persians in the time of H erodotus and sub­
sequently among the Romans. Stones similar to milestones can still 
lie seen along the roads of Peru.
Sailing vessels were known to the Peruvians and the C entral A m eri­
cans. The locks at elevated Titicaca bear witness to the size of craft 
that could only have been of Atlantean development. In  1 502, h ow ­
ever, Columbus met a party of Mayans in a large vessel equipped 
with sails near an island of Honduras, loaded w ith a  variety  of textile  
fabrics of divers colors. For the American nations m anufac tu red  
woolen and cotton goods, and made pottery as beau tifu l as tb e  w ares 
°f Egypt. They manufactured glass, and engraved gem s an d  precious 

The Peruvians had such immense num bers of vessels and21



ornam ents of gold that the Inca or war-chief paid with them a ransom for him self, to Pizarro, o f the value of fifteen million dollars.There is evidence, as w e shall see at a later date, that the Atlantean* possessed guns, powder, and explosive firearms, evidently cannon an<J other ordnance. W e do know  that the weapons of the New World weite identical w ith those o f the Old ^X ôrld, even in historic times. T hey consisted o f bow s and arrows, spears, darts, short swords, battle- axes and slings. Both peoples used shields or bucklers, and casques of w ood  or hide covered w ith m etal. If these weapons had been derived from  separate sources o f invention, one country or the other would have possessed  im plem ents not know n to the other, like the blowpipe and the boom erang. A bsolute sim ilarity in so many weapons, strong­
ly  argues identity o f origin.It m ay w ell be advanced in the form of a question: well, sup­p osin g  a ll this is so; assum ing that w e of the twentieth century are n ot h alf so smart as w e think w e are, and that all that we are en joyin g today is m erely the recovery of lost arts commonly known to m en o f ages ago— w hat o f it? H ow  does it make us any m ore or an y less adroit, to know  that there was once a great conti­n en t on  w hich a civilization flourished quite the equal of anything of the present? W here is the practical utility in knowing these pages of 
the w orld 's previously unw ritten history in these times of economic 
and social stress, if w e cannot translate our knowledge into ways and 
m eans o f im proving our present condition?It is not only a logical and fair question, but it goes to the very pith and m eat of our taking the trouble to scan these bygone eras.Let us declare it in this m anner: Because men and women are soabysmally ignorant of eras of higher civilization that have come and gone on this planet, they are allowing great racial fixations to become foisted upon them. They are being persuaded to accept certain claims and contentions made by specific peoples as to their own divinely or dained importance in the scheme of world society which cannot be substantiated in the light of knowledge of civilizations of ancient times. If the truth about those ancient times could be universally known and accepted, these preposterous claims would be laughed out 
of court and world society would know a complete metamorphosis for the better. £ &
For instance, the religions of the world, growing out of materialistic 
culture which we are to examine in our next lecture, could not main- 
tain the support which they now command in many of their ritualistic22



a&urditte®, if it could be conclusively show n th a t a m illion genera- 
{tost of men were bom, grew to adu lthood  an d  perished  w ith o u t be- 

victims of much of the pernicious sp iritual counseling  th a t all too  
frequently influences national and in te rnational m orals. C erta in  races 
d people, chiefly Semitic in character, w ou ld  n ev er be able to  fo ist 
d* Chosen People hoax on society, th a t n ow  accrues to  th e ir over- 
naming economic advantage. T he  R o m an  C hurch , w hich  n ow  
dominates the private lives of so m any  m illions an d  th u s  affects th e  
conduct of scores of nations, m ight n o t be able to  ex e rt so p ro fo u n d  
tB influence if it were shown to be n o th ing  b u t b ap tized  pag an ism , 
apolitical massing 6f rites, rituals, custom s an d  p ag ean tries  th a t orig­
inally began in Atlantean Sun W orship .
These are matters of surpassing m om en t in  o u r m o dern  lives, an d  so 
painfully practical that it well behooves us to  a lte r  o u r ideas o f th e  
Gvilized Saga, and stop thinking of m an k in d  as a  s tra igh t-lin e  ev o lu ­
tion from the fens of tropical F rance u p  th ro u g h  th e  C haldean , E g y p ­
tian and Babylonian cultures in to  th e  G reek  a n d  R o m a n  o n  w h ich  
modem civilization is founded.
The average man or w om an today  is a  b leed ing  m ass o f in h ib itio n s 
and spiritual adhesions because of th e  app allin g  h isto rica l a n d  th eo lo g ­
ical hocus-pocus that has been foisted u p o n  his o r h e r  ig n o ran ce . If H e ­
brews take worldly advantages to d ay  to  w h ich  th e y  a re  b y  n o  m ean s  
entitled in the family of races, th ey  m u st n o t b e  c r itic iz ed ; th e y  a re  
sacrosanct as God’s Chosen P eo p le ! If th e  P o p e  issues a  decree , m ix ­
ing in worldly politics in which he has no  b usin ess, o r  ex co m m u n ica te s  
a soul from heaven for daring to  d efy  th e  M o th e r C h u rc h  in  so m e  
social complication, nothing m ust be  d o n e  a b o u t i t ; h e  is th e  v ica r o f 
Christ on earth and the hum an race had  n o  h is to ry  w o r th y  o f  m e n tio n  
before the appearance of Jesus in  G a lile e !
Our social, theological, political an d  econom ic  c u ltu re  o f  th e  p re s e n t 
is a miasma of inherited bigotries, m is in te rp re ta tio n s , h o a x e s  a n d  in ­
dulgences which have no basis in  in te llig en t fa c t, w h e n  th e  p a s t  is e x ­
amined with fearless eyes an d  ru th le ss  fingers. T h e  in h e re n t re lu c ­
tance of modern scholars to  b ring  u p  th e  fa c ts  o f th e  p a s t  to  th e  lig h t 
of day, is due to the chastisem ents th a t  a re  in flic ted  u p o n  th e m  in ­
exorably by those great racial an d  re lig io u s sy s te m s  th a t  w o u ld  s ta n d  
to suffer from exposure if the tru th  w e re  c lear. F u r th e rm o re , th e  in ­
hibitions have now come to  be so  co m p le te  th a t  m o d e rn  m a n  is te r ­
rorized to the depths of his im m orta l so u l, a c c e p tin g  th a t  in v e s tig a tio n  
is some sort of unpardonable sin  a n d  th a t  the ' t r u e  p a s t  m u s t  b e  k e p t23



blank lest something be unearthed that might “tip over existing l 
stitutions. "  ta ?
W e are living under conditions today that are becoming economical 
insufferable, because of mankind’s universal ignorance of the truelJ 
tory of the hum an race. The whole inheritance is a subversion. TL 
watchword of the hour is H ush! And underneath, in the bloodstream 
of universal society, the virus of wrong doctrine and unspeakable er  ̂
and charlatanry is continuing to poison humanity to its hurt.
W ell might we ask, what of the five million years in which humanity 
lived and died upon this planet without any particular race being tl̂  
coddled and protected of the Almighty? What of the uncounted̂  
generations which lived without the rites of baptism and Extreme unc­
tion and managed to get along very well indeed? What of those era* 
when hum anity knew nothing of the Vicarious Atonement, tie 
Damnation of Infants, and Free Will or Predestination, and y$ 
w rought mightier wonders than our modern world can yet explain) 
€][ Let us in all reverence become sane men and women and look tie 
facts of world society in the face. Nothing is to be lost by so doing. 
The divinity of Christ is not denied by knowing the truth; on the con­
trary, it is enhanced. The world needs a purging. It needs illuminat­
ing. For all of our vaunted progress which is merely a rediscovering 
of things that once were common property of peoples and nations, 
hum anity is yet living in the Dark Ages. Only today, he who dares 
to cry out against the fiats of these traffickers in mass ignorance is not 
introduced to the torture rack of the inquisition; he is introduced to 
social ostracism, slanderous odium, journalistic bile, blackmail and 
boycott, and perhaps if these prove ineffective, a $50 gunman wlo 
shoots from shadows beside a garage.
W hen we probe back into the cultures of the ancient world, we arrive 
at the culture of Atlantis which spread out east and west, north and 
south. And we find that there is nothing new under the sun. Even 
religion and religious beliefs are matters of evolution. And God does 
not shut men and women out of heaven for growing, for developing, 
for expanding, for flowering. He has only decreed the penalty of 
nonexistence for closing the mind and sealing up the consciousness 
against light and inspiration.
W ith the cultural items in a materialistic way which we have men* I 
tioned, as earthly background, let us in our next lecture explore into I 
the theological beliefs of the Atlanteans and get the first glimmerings I 
of what true culture really means.
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