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THE TWO PATHS, OR THE PARTING
OF THE WAYS

For a time il is possible [or one to tread both
Paths: that is to say, for a considerable length
of time, we see mankind allernating belween the
two extremes, 11 is seldom that any individual
devates all his energies to any particular ten-
dency. We may say thal the story of Don
Quixole and Sancho Panza is expressed through-
oul all life, Daon Quixole is the extreme idealisl;
he is the one who always is inspired by the ideal,
while Sancho Panza is extremely practical, and
so we all manifest these two tendencies, the
practical and the ideal, and il is doubtful if

there is a single individual in all life who mani-
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fests any one tendency to the tolal exclusion of
everything else.

It may be stated, also, that we represent sel-
fishness and unselfishness in n mixed state. Very
few people there are who are absolutely unself-
ish, and, fortunately, there are very few who
are absolutely selfish,

Now, understand, in the Two Paths we do not
deal with the more gross form of selfishness,
with that which inspires one to seek only the
malerinl ends. No, no; on the contrary, by
selfishness we mean that which inspires one to
seck his own highesl advantages spiritually,
advantages without reference to how this course
of procedure may affect humanity; withoult
reference to the duties which he owes to God.
It is spiritual selfishness in the very highest con-
ception of the word thalt we mean when we
speak of selfishness. We have the conception
of one seeking to develop himself as the end of
his entire life, as the one thing needful, Versus
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devotion to the race spiril, we have one seeking
liberation for himself rather than devoling his
life lo the serviee of humanily, and this human
serviee must not be confounded with the idea
ol individual service. It is not the service of
individunls, but rather of the Race Spirit, that
we have lo lake inlo consideration; bul, for a
time, one is able to serve both ends: that is to
say, he finds himself concerned for his uwn
development, looking outl for Number One in
the highest spiritual sense of the term; conserv-
ing the end of his own illumination and also
working for humanity, feeling toward the race
spiril a great outflow of Love Divine and thus
working for it at the same lime that he is
conserving his own best interests; and a man
may go very far along the path before he realizes
that these two mental attitudes arve inconsistent.
He may have gollen very high up while
still believing that in following his own

advancement, in conserving his own spiritual
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illumination as the end of life, he is still con-
sistently fulfilling his duty to the race spiril,
In fact, there are very few persons upon the
earth at the present time who are able to realize
the absolute unselfishness which must manifest
in all life. Perhaps there are not two hundred
persons in the world today who are able to form
an intellectual concept of the absolute unselfish-
ness which the Path of Renunciation entails,
But there comes a time in the life of every
aspirant for final emancipalion when he comes
to the Parting of the Ways, when he must decide
between his own individual perfection, what-
ever it may be, and disinterested service to the
race spirit, You must do il.  Sooner or laler,
you come to the Parting of the Ways, to the
place where you must raise yourself above this;
where you must gel onl of the individual self;
out of this illusion which you have called high,
and stand for the advancement, for the glorifica-

tion, of the great spirit of the universe—in other
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words, where henevolence in the highest sense
ol the word must take the ascendancy over all
self-seeking, Scll-esteem is all right until the
time comes when il must be laid aside; until
thatl time when it is (o be directed toward the
only self, that Kosmic Spirit which is the sell
of all the selves. You come lo the Parting of the
Ways, you muslt decide the momentous question,
Will you look at life from the point of view of
how it allfects you individually, or will you turn
in the grandeur of conscious renuncialtion and
asl, How can 1 conserve the Race Spirvit?

That is the great lesson which you and 1 and
every one else must learn, The Parting of the
Ways means that throughout your life, through-
oul endless ages, you will seek self-advancement
ar else advancemenl of the race spirit, and it
is so dillicult for almost everyone to realize
what this means because of the subtle sophistry
wilh which humanity has glorified and idealized

its selfishness. Who stands today as the recog-
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nized philosopher? Herbert Spencer. And what
is Herbert Spencer's philosophy but the glorifl-
cation of selfishness? Happiness is the end of
life according to Spencer, therefore, all things
are right which conserve the happiness of
yourself or of some one else, and, by the same
reasoning, as the Irishman would say, all things
are wrong which inlerfere with your individual
happiness, or that of any one else. Spencer goes
so far as lo say thal it is incredible that anything
can be wrong that does not moke monkind
miserable, or that anything ean be right that
does not make it happy. The conceplion of
renunciation is, to him, absurd except as it may
be conducive to the individual happiness of
some one, and so we are Wold that the real end
of ethies is the greatest happiness to the grealest
number, Poor, blind erealures! They fail to
realize there is no such thing as happiness apart
from misery; it is an illusion of the senses.

Pleasure and pain, joy and sorrow, happiness
g
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and misery are merely so many aspects of the
Law of Opposites, and if you were not miserable
you would not be happy; if you were nol sorrow-
ful, you would not have joy; and were it not
for pain, there would be no pleasure: and our
poor, ignorant children fail to realize that pain
is the great teacher, It is through pain that we
are lifted up. No one ever rises above himself
outside of agony, sorrow, misery. Il is over
our broken hearts that we rise above emotional
feelings, Apotheosis is ever by way of the
Cross, The man who aurmises to reach libera-
tion, to rise above himsell save through pain,
is deceived, blinded. Only through misery, only
through that pain which racks every nerve of
the soul, which tears our very enlity to pieces,
can we rise. Any philosophy founded upon
pleasure instead of pain as the means of rising
necessarily must go into the hell which it has
dug for itsell. 1f we would rise we must sacrifliee
ourselves,
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The greatest possible indictment which can
be brought ngainst the silly, insane, idiotic age
in which we live is the fact that it has come to
the conclusion that the law of sacrifice is
unnecessary, We will do away with all those
things; we scorn the Cross; we scorn the misery,
No, that is not necessary. Poor fools, failing to
realize that il is only through the eross and
the shame, only through the agony, that it fs
possible to realize the heights, Then, one must
from choice turn to misery and pain when one
comes lo the Parting of the Ways: one musl
make pain and misery his pride; one must unite
himself 1o the Cross, must wilfully streteh him-
sell upon the ladder for ages, not for years—and
why! Because it is only by bearing the burden
of humanity, only by enduring the sorrows of
endless nges that those miseries, those sorrows,
may be crushed out, may cease to bear down all
humanity that is unable to stand against them.

You are strong—for whal purpose? In order



The Parling of the Ways 11

that you may bear the sorrows of the wenk, in
order that you may bear the burdens which
oppressed humanily is unable to bear, That is
the one reason. Have you intelligence? Where
did you get it? By reason of your individual
nchievements, beecause of your individual great-
ness, or was it nol the heritage of nature?
What has o man that he has not received?
Therefore, if you have any intelligence, it is in
order that you may use it for the illumination
of the less inlelligent. Have you genius? Have
you art? It is that you may use them to uplift
the race spirit, to elevale those manifestations
of it who stand below you. Have you the wis-
dom of religion? Have you the spiritual touch?
Has your life been touched with the live coal?
Then it is in order that you exercise those
powers to inspire the race spirit with the glow of
the celestinl fire and thus lift it up, You and
I and every one else who has reeeived the

slightest touch of the apotheosis have received
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it for no other purpose than that we may apothe-
osize the human race spirit. Away with this
subtle sophistry, this absurd, ridiculous, idiotie
siuff about self-realization, aboul every one
seeking his own happiness! Away with this
absurd nonsense about “Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness” being the inalienable
right! You and I and every one have just
one right—the right to serve—and, if we exercise
that, we shall not need to worry about these
lesser rights, No one has a right to happiness.
To say that we have a right to happiness is to
say that misery is wrong. If there were no
misery there would be no happiness. Here again
we need to learn the greal lesson that all these
things are but manifestations of the pairs of
opposites,

Agnin, have we a right to liberty? All talk
about liberty is absurd. Who is free? That man
who has emancipated himself from everything
else will find he is a slave to the idea of liberty.
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Libertly is to be found only in service, in obedi-
ence to the will of God, nowhere else,

Life—and what is life? Is it an individual,
circumscribed life, a life humanly eireum-
scribed, or is it the great kosmic spirit of life
manifesting in all? If il is the laller, then you
can not be deprived of il. You have life in
proportion as you live; apart from this, what
is life but an illusion? Whal does il amount to?
What difference does it make? Life and death
are bul incidents in the great Kosmic process,
but you come to the Parting of the Ways and
you must decide one way or the other, and if
you are acluated by this theory that all is for
the purpose ol procuring happiness, you will
select your own way of ease or inclination
rather than the one of serving humanity, Oh,
my friends, how deceitful is this search for
individual advancement!

What is individual advancement, anyhow?

Is not that individual the most advanced who
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is absolutely reconeciled to the Divine Law, the
one who stands separate and apart from all life
except as it manifests the one life, the one who
asks nothing but the privilege of serving the
Absolute—is nol that one expressing the true
selfhood more than any one else? But, alas!
humanity finds it very difficult to learn the real
secrel of exislence, the real key to the myslery,
and so one wants wealth, What does il amount
to? Another wants pleasure, happiness, sensa-
tion. Happiness is always accompanied by
misery; joy by sorrow; pleasure by pain.
Another wants intellectual achievement and
wanls a brain with which he can speculate about
this and that; and what has ever been achieyved
by this intellectunl speculation? Nothing, abso-
lutely nothing. Man spins his ropes of sand-—
and what is the result? Does he know any more
about the problems of existence than he did
before he began? What do they all amount to—

the intellectual discoveries? Nothing, because
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they deal with the realm of phenomena, not
with the real things of life and existence, And
50 he goes on, Perhaps he wants powers, What
does he want them for? What are they lo be
used for? Is il for their own sake? He fails Lo
realize that the possession of powers brings
respansibility; he fails to realize that powers are
only to be exercised for the universal good, free
from all selfishness, from all self-seeking, The
one realization of truth for its own sake, the
approaching to the Divine, or merging one's
entity in the Divine Consciousness is something
of which the intellectual seeker has no concep-
tion whalever,

My friends, what does it all amount to? What
do all these powers amount to? There is but
one thing of any importance, and that is the
merging of the self into.the non-self; the.ego
into the non-ego, thus transcending the limita-
tions of our entily and realizing that. Divine

Consciousness which stands above all things,
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Everything clse is illusory, is of no consequence,
has lost its value. What does il signify that
we know this or that? Those things are all illu-
sions, Unless one knows the source, the begin-
ning, the first Monad, which is God, one knows
nothing—and what does it all amount to?
Nothing. A study of a saner knowledge is 1o
be sought, not for one's self, but for the race
spirit in order that we may Lift it up; for, as a
malter of fact, man knows nolhing until he
has learned his nonexistence, until he has
learned the one great Force, the one greal truth
which makes for humility. As long as one con-
siders himsell aparl from others, apart from the
race spirit, he has not learned the first lesson—
the first real lesson, the identity of yoursell., All
that is the expression of life, and until you have
learned that, rest assured, you have learned
nothing. Hence, we may conclude that truth is
to be found only through renunciation.

Now, in approaching the Parling of the Ways,
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one must decide whether he is going lo seek
his own advancement without reference 1o
the needs of humanity, withoul reference to the
advancement of the race spirit, or whether he is
going to seek the advancement of thal race spirit
withoul reference to his own advancement. He
cannol compromise the matter any longer when
he sees the real truth,  He must renounce human
entity, renounce his sellhood and work for the
race spirit, or else he must renounce everything
pertaining to the race spirt, all human endeavor,
all eMorl for the belterment of the spirvit, and,
in lieu thereof, seck his own individual advance-
ment, when he will get that which he seeks.
Undoubtedly one can bring himself to liberalion
by self-seeking, and when he gels liberation he
will then discover that he has but one mission
in life—and that is to help—and he has given up
all opportunity to help, the only thing worth
while. Thercefore, although one seeks and

altains emancipation through his own ellorts,
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ns the end ol all endeavor, he will find that it
does not salisfy, for the very suflicient reason
that, in realizing this, he discovers that all his
former endeavors were useless, The moment
you reach liberation you lose yoursell, and all
interest in this self is lost, and you have a kos-
mical consciousness; in a way, o consciousness
which unifies your self with all manifestations
ol the one self, Your sell-consciousness is no
longer individual but universal; you have the
congciousness of the one self, and you are just
as deeply interested in the manifestations of that
self in other forms as vou are in your vwn
particular manifestation of it, because they are
just as much yourself as is your lesser mani-
Festation. What is the result? You see that all
you have anceomplished is of no particular
importance to the sell because that self takes
no more interest in you than in anybody else,
and you have that self-consciousness; hence yon

see that you have not achieved anything,
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Therelore, the path of self-realization is folly
for the simple reason that, when you have
realized emuancipation for yoursell, you then
have the same interest in the race spiril that
you would have had at the Parting of the Ways
had you chosen renuneciation, You have had to
go through all this seeking for your own realiza-
tion in order lo get the consciousness which one
who chooses the path of renunciation gets at
the Parling of the Ways. Therefore, the only
sane course for you is lo renounce this libera-
tion, go back into bondage, and work for the
race spirit—the only really sane course, but
very few are able to do it

It is not possible after having altained eman-
cipation for many persons to go back into the
life of service, but all efforl to seek for happi-
ness is wasted. There is no such thing, that is
to say, apart from misery, And what is the
course of wisdom? Seck that peace in which

both pleasure and pain, happiness and misery,
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joy and sorrow, heaven and hell are allies. The
man or woman who wanlts to go to heaven has
my heartfelt sympathy, 1 really sympathize
with people who go to heaven more than |1
do with people who go to hell. 'What is heaven?
Ask any person lo tell you; he will invariably
describe a place of sensuous pleasure. Why,
the streets are paved with gold; all is harmony;
everybody lives on milk and honey; flowers
everywhere. Well, we can get milk and honey
in Chiceago; go to the Southern states, out in the
country, and you can see flowers—plenty of
them—most anywhere, Let them describe
heaven any way they please, it is always in the
terms of sensuous gratification; and so when
they leave our physical plane their spirils are
going to take just as much delight in sensuous
pleasures as they do now., And what, to the
average person, does Hell mean? Space and
place where there is a very warm climate and
the atmosphere permeated with sulphur—phys-
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ical miseries, purely, Do these folks in telling
you about hell ever remind you of the memory
of the meanness you did? No, nothing mental
there, nothing of that kind,

Now, let me tell you something, No person
ever wenl o hell when he died unless he had
been there al least ten or fifteen years while
alive, and nobody ever wenl to heaven when
he died unless he had been living there long
cnough to get well acquainled before he passed
oul of his body. It is a stale; that perfect Peace
of Nirvana is a higher heaven. Heaven and
Hell merge in Nirvana,

The average person wanls lo go to heaven
in order that he may have the society of God, in
order that he may see God. Now, il may
be that 1 am somewhal binsed, but from my
poinl of view it is much maore blessed Lo work
for God than it is to see Him, 1 wounld much
rather love God than to have Him love me,

Some folks think it is much better for God to
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love them than for them lo love God, but from
my point of view, it is not, I fully believe it is
much more blessed to give than lo receive; il
is more blessed to give lo God than to have God
give to you, particularly when you realize that
all that you are giving or getling is His all the
time, so you cannol even have the solace of
patling yoursell on the back, speaking about
your greal sacrifice, because it is His already.
Therefore, let us realize thal pleasure and pain
are merely aspects of the one great vibratory
law, and let us, in the light of this, consecrate all
our sensations to the one service of getling
nearer o the Absolute, The conquest of the
Absolule is the only thing worth while in life,
Whal does it amount lo olherwise?

Life is for the purpose of finding the Absolute,
How can we find the Absolute? By doing as
nearly as we can what the Absolule would do
under like circumstances, The conquest of the

Absolute is successful only when we live
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the absolute life, not otherwise. Then sacrifice
is the law of life. Let the ignorant say what they
will, no person ever realized anything except
through renunciation of himself. Our sorrows,
our pains, our miseries are bul experiences
which 1ift us higher. You doubtless have heard
aboul people erying over “spilled milk.” Well,
if you would only realize it, all the lears we ever
shed are over spilled milk, There is really
nothing to worry aboul, to be miserable about,

The law is good, is just; not only just, bhut
infinitely merciful. All that comes lo us is for
the purpose of lifting us higher, and yet there
are men who are willing to impeach the justice
of God, if a financial investment goes wrong;
if they invest a sum of money in some business,
or what they consider judicious rascalily,
expecting to beat some one else and thus
enrich themselves, and their judgment happens
to be a little wrong or something goes wrong
with the market one way or the other, and so
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they get beat instead of beating the others, why,
God is a tyrant; he is impoverishing them. Such
folks ought to be impoverished, The man who
always is actuated by greed should have to eat
crumbs from the gutter until he learns sense
enough o see somelhing higher than greed.

I have said on a number of occasions that the
mother at no time has shown as much love as
she did while spanking her children, In the
same way, I maintain that palure never is so
prodigal of her benefits, of her kindness, of her
care for us ns when she makes us sulfer, Il is
only through great tribulation, through anguish
of soul, that we are ever made free. What birth
ever takes place without teavail? And the new
birth of the soul must be a millionfold more
painful, must entail a millionfold more anguish,
more sullering, than any physical hirth—and
remember, you give birth to this,

Away with this absurd nonsense that all is
joy, all is happiness, if we just realize it! Of
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course, all may be the means of peace. If we
realize that pleasure and pain are of like value;
if we maintain an attitude of absolute indiffer-
ence to those things, then, indeed, shall we find
them the means of full, complete satisfaction,
when we ask for nothing, want nothing but to
be permitted to serve, Service is the keynole
of all existence. The whole universe is buill
upon the conception of service. Stop and con-
sider a moment: The earth is the only inhabited
body in the Universe. This talk about the
inhabited worlds emanates from gentlemen who
do not know anything aboul the nature of the
kosmos, Life is separated slowly upon the earth,
The seven planets fulfill their purpose in exist-
ence by giving to the earth certain elements, by
stimulating the seven principles of exislence
here, so the sun and moon are for the purpose
of giving electrical and magnetic forces to the
earth; and the great twelve constellations exist

solely for the purpose of throwing off, of giving
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forth in emanations the diverse forces repre-
sented by the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac; and
s0 we might go on; and we find the millions of
stars in the universe are for the sole purpose
of enabling the earth to fulfill its functions,
And what is the function of the ecarth? The
support of individual life. And so we find it
giving up the mineral, nourishing the vegetable,
the vegetable the animal, ete. Everything is for
the purpose of serving something else,

Well, the most of us are willing to admit this,
and so we come lo the conclusion that every-
thing in the universe is for the sake of man,
and some of us get so high thal we conclude
all the other men are here for the suke of serving
us, individually; but what are we for? Why—
why do you ask such a question as that? 1 am
not for anything; everything is for me, If you
are not for anything, you are the most unim-
portant ease in existence. If you do not exist
for anything, and if everything exists for you,
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you are the most miserable specimen that a just
God ever made the mistake of permitling to
exist, The balance must be found, and where?
As everything in the universe exists for the
service of man, man exists for service lo
the universe. As all things conspire lo provide
opportunity for man to express himself, that
sell must be expressed in the service of the one
spirit which is back of everything. Everything
in the universe serves the purpose of God, Man
alone, in his arrogance, presumes to dispense
with this sacred obligation and, while taking
everything for himsell, appropriating all the
benefits of universal ecausation, absolutely
refuses to make any return,

Of all the trilling, low down, dirty, abomi-
nable foolishness in the world, the worst is that
of the man who wants everything for himself,
Everything else exists for service,

What is the logical nature of man? Renuncia-

tion, Those who look upon renunciation as
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something unnatural, something “oul of joint,”
as it were, inconceivable, do not know what
they are talking about. Why, man has been
developed for the purpose of renunciation, and
only the man who renounces has found himself.
The man who refuses to renounce has not
learned this lesson; be is in a childish state.
When people are children they want everylhing.
Manhood and womanhood are reached only
when renunciation is definitely assumed. When
we renlize that life for the race spirit is the only
life, and we separate ourselves from everything
else and devole our energies lirst to God as the
source, and, sceond, lo the Kosmic race spirit
as the manifestation, then indeed and in truth
have we reached our majority, and never until
then.

So, what does it malter what we suffer?
Remember, all our sufferings but 1ift us higher,
and it is on the corpse of our dead selves that
we rise to higher things, Stones are in the path;
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when you come that way, stumbling over them,
just sit down on the nearesl one and rest awhile,
and then get up and go on. There is no other
way. Humanily has been lrying to find salva-
tion without renuneiation for six thousand years,
and many a man has found damnalion that
way, and not one has found salvation and never
will, The reason is obvious. The thing you
are to be saved from is yourself; thal is what
you are to be saved from, and, of course, you
cannol be saved from it withoul renouncing it
The worst, the most red-eyed, cloven-foot devil
in the world is your own ego, and so you have
got 1o get rid of it if you get away from the
devil, People are afraid of the devil withoul
realizing that he has always been in a com-
fortable house within their own souls. Don't
you know you have a nice, well-furnished suite
of rooms, prepared and offered to his Salanie
majesly, within your own hearl and always
have had? Then, if you want to get rid of the
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devil, get rid of yourself, and that can only be
done by spending that self in service, His
Satanic Majesty always is uncomboriable around
anybody who is lrying (o serve God and
bumanily, and he always finds o most congenial
environmenl in the neighborhood of o person
whao is looking oul Tor the self, taking care of
Number One, Rest assured you will be a hale
fellow well mel, a good fellow to the devil as
long as you take care of Number One. When
you get lo looking after the race spirit, get to
looking for wopporlunilics for service, for
renouncing your sell, you will see he will not
be comfortable there any longer,

Therefore, when we come lo the Parting of
the Ways, we must decide whether we are going
lo choose pleasure, salisfaction, sensation, or
service; and when you choose service, remember
its choosing means heartache, self-effacement,
misery and sorrow for conlinual companions;

and when you have chosen them, when you have
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expressed them, behold! you will find lo your
inexplicable joy that pain is pleasanl, misery
is happiness, and sorrow is joylul. You cannol
tell the difference because you are now neither
one nor the other, and that state of perfect peace
in which all sensations arve merged, which lifts
you up to the Absolute—in this ficld of service,
this bhitter-sweel pence, the quest For the Absolule
will be found, for that is a stale of conscious-
ness—God Himsell, The pleasure and pain,
happiness, and misery, joy and sorrow in a
perfect blend are the feelings of the Absolute
God, Do you suppose He ean really enjoy
himself apart from sorrow while conlemplating
the folly of the human family, while watehing
il give way to such absolute selfishness? Are
you so simple as to imagine that God can
conlemplate this withoul sorrow? O course
nol! God cannot be happy when all the world
is choosing happiness and finding misery,

neither can you if you have your senses. Hence,
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remember, pain is the life heritage of every one
whao finds the Absolule, because pain in a certain
sense—this blending of pain and pleasure—is
the consciousness of the Absolute, You will
find the Absolute by becoming absolule and,
therefore, you experience the same stale of
consciousness that the Absolute does.

Al the Parting of the Ways you musl choose
renuncialion because, so long as the self—the
illusory self—predominales, so long as il
subsisls, realization of the Absolute is impos-
sible. You cannol become the one self so long
as you are a parl of it, so long as you are merely
an aspecl, so long as the illusory self continues,
the one self can not be realized, 1 is necessary
to renounce this illusory self,

So whal do we conclude? You will in the
most perfect way accomplish your own develop-
menl when you renounce yourself, In the final
analysis, self-realization is through renunciation,

Paradoxical as it may seem, you are achieving
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most when you give up all.  'When you renounce
everylhing and ask for nothing you are giving
the most, because, as a malter of fact, we gel
only what we express.  We become that.
Henee, renounce all if you would have all,  Of
course, do not renounce in order lo get, because
then it will not be renunciation, But the Law
of Compensation is so complete that il gives to
us in proportion as we give. The Law of
Sacrifice is the Law of Life.
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Hermetic Science of Motion and \mn'l-fl cone OGO
Hermetic Fundamentals Revealed. . ............. 10,0
Hermetic Consclousness Unveiled ‘ oo 1000
Magic ..... R ; A 10.00
Manuscript Lessans, Hh-h T":-l-l and Hound:

Oecult Geomelry ....i.04 10.80

Phreno-Garten Course (explains I||r ||.|||H 10.00

Metaphysical Healing (hrst set)............ 10,00

Metaphysical Healing (second set).... . 1000

The Secret Sermon on the Mount, or

The Way of Rebirth....... . oo

HERMETIC P‘UHLISHING
COMPANY
3006 Lake Park Ave.  Chicago, IIL, U. 5. A.
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