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FOREWORD

It gives me great pleasure to introduce to you this

book, "That Unseen Presence," the expression of the

mind, heart and soul of my friend Walter W. Ray

mond.

I speak from the position of one who knows inti
mately the writer of this book, and who has had abun

dant opportunity to observe his inner and outer life,

when I say that to him there undoubtedly has come

that wondrous experience —that spiritual illumination
—that awakening of the soul —which has brought the

consciousness of that Something Within—that "Un
seen Presence"—the contact with which transforms

the life, enlivens the soul, and quickens the mind of

those blessed by that privilege.

In the pages of this book, its writer has sought to

express, so far as it is humanly possible to express such

things, the thoughts that have come to him while in

conscious contact with that "Unseen Presence." While
no one can know better than that writer that it is

impossible adequately to clothe in finite terms and for

mal words that which by its very nature is beyond such

forms of expression, yet he must feel (as do I) that

even in such inadequate forms the spirit of his thoughts

and experiences must shine through and become per
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ceptible to those who read his words and meditate

upon his thoughts.

And, so, I commend to you those reports of that

experience which form the contents of this book. To
each of you they will bring a different message —a

message intended for you at this particular time, at

this particular place, at this particular stage of your

spiritual unfoldment. Tomorrow, you will be able to

receive and understand a newer and fuller message

from them. A year from now, you will discover still
deeper meanings in them. And so, on and on. It is

always thus with the Message spoken from the con

sciousness of, and the contact with "That Unseen

Presence."

May the recognition, realization and the manifesta

tion of the Infinite Presence, the Infinite Power, and

the Infinite Peace be yours, forever.

Yours in the Truth,
WILLIAM WALKER ATKINSON.

Los Angeles,

August 23, 1927.



CONTENTS
Foreword William Walker Atkinson

Chapter One
That Unseen Presence 9

Acknowledgment of the Presence 10
Acceptance of the Presence 10
Appreciation of the Presence 11
Complete Surrender to the Presence 12
Harmony Here and Now 13
Mastery Through Peace 14
Courage Through the Storm 15
"to, I Am With You Always" IS
The Secret of Letting God Lead 16

Chapter Two
Realization of the Inner Power 18
The Eternal Reality 18
The Highest Practice 19
Spirit Always Available 19

The Almightiness of God 20
Are You Seeking Truth or Things? 21
"Being" Versus Getting 22
Little-Child Attitude Necessary 23
"Beginner's Luck," and Why We Lose It 24

Chapter Three
The Creative Vision 26
Expect Your Dream to Come True 27
The Vision Splendid 28
Fulfilling Your Spiritual Purpose 29
The Potency of the Inner Urge 30
How to Direct Your Thought 31

The Inescapable Fulfillment 32

Chapter Four
Man's Intention an Active Force 34
The Determining Power Within 34
Spiritual Response 35
Universal Law of Tendency 36
Freedom in Truth 37
Realization of the Ideal Within 38
In Fellowship With God 39
Spiritual Attainment Through Acceptance 40
Thoughts and Feelings 42
The Rebuilding Power 42
Ideas Made Manifest 43
Changeless Perfection 43
Take Command 44
Seeking the Kingdom 45
The Nearness of God 45

vii



viii CONTENTS— Continued

Chapter Five
Freedom Through Law of Harmony 47
Your Good Is Inescapable 47
When God Works Man Works 48
To Lead, You Must Think 49
Nothing Impossible With God 49
The Magic of Joyous Expectation SO
Put Your Thoughts to Work 50
The Mind Way to Success 51
The Power of An Idea 51

Pour Joy in Your Thinking 52
The Secret of Joyous Freedom 53

The Right Place Is for You 54
Prosperity Your Divine Right 54

Chapter Six
Clearing the Mental Vision 56
Manifestation Through Expectation 56
Your Good Available in the Ever-Present Now 58
Man, the Distributor of Divine Opulence 58
Acquiring the Wealth Consciousness 59
Wealth from Within 60
The High Calling 61
Constructive Forgetting 63
Greater Things Ahead 64
Ventures of Faith 65

Chapter Seven
The Healing Power of Prayer 66
Right Thinking for Health 67
The Action of Divine Principle 67
Go Forth and Heal 68
Health Is Divinely Natural 69
Treatment Is Spontaneous Expression 70
Becoming Aware of God 71
What Is Divine Science? 72



CHAPTER I.

THAT UNSEEN PRESENCE

There comes a moment in the lives of each of us

when we are conscious of a presence unseen that seems

to be a part of our very being and yet not ourselves

but something in which we participate in a more won

drous reality, and for that moment all our limitations

and material conditions, our physical and mental lone

liness, fade away.

In this Unseen Presence we live and move and have

our being; therefore, we have not only a life of our

own but we have a part in the life of the All, and it

is this unitive life and consciousness that make for
complete peace, happiness and life. Someone has said

"there is but one wisdom to understand the knowledge

by which all things are steered through the All," and

as in the wholeness, completeness and unity of the All
there is only perfection, a glorious beauty and gran

deur, the understanding reveals the glory of the All in

the experience of the individual.

Our life exists not only in this material, physical,

visible world, in which we are conscious of presence

only by its appearance. Our life moves at once in

both the natural and spiritual worlds. Rudolph

iz
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Eucken writes, "Man is the meeting point of various

stages of Reality."

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE PRESENCE

Most of us are conscious only of our existence and

not of our substance. We know we are ourselves be

cause we know we are not the other person. This
gives us a consciousness of our existence. We identify

ourselves as individuals in the world of the natural by

stating what "I am," whereas we are what we are

plus what we are not; for in the spiritual world, that

larger field of our life, we have a part in the existence

of that which we are not.

In the realization of this Unseen Presence we enter

into a conscious participation in the life of All. We
realize the truth of Plato's statement, "never less alone

than when alone," for all men and all stages of Real

ity are in our presence. In this realization we know

what Jesus meant when he said, "In that day you

shall know that I am in my Father and you in me

and I in you." John 14:20.

ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRESENCE

There is no going forth nor coming to but an inner

affinity which makes all things one, and that person

who has this realization lives in the "world of the

wondrous" and all abide with him.

The first step toward this realization is the knowl

edge of the existence of this unseen presence. We
know that we are unable to completely express our
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selves through our corporeal manifestation. That no

matter how we appear to the seeing world there is

always some part of ourselves unmanifested. There
fore, to the seeing world there is always the seen and

the unseen presence of each of us. We might say we

live in two worlds, which in the higher realization we

know as one world seen differently.

In divine metaphysics . we know man to be not ma

terial but spiritual. Not that we deny the corporeal

body but we acknowledge that it exists in an incor

poreal body. We are so accustomed to think of our

spiritual or greater self as existing in our corporeal

body. In our consciousness the manifested world is

the larger, whereas the unseen, or our incorporeal

body, is the greater, and the visible or corporeal body

exists within it. "For we live and move and have our

being in Him."

APPRECIATION OF THE PRESENCE
This unseen presence, this spiritual world, has been

known by all true masters of wisdom. Kant makes

the following statement, "I confess that I am very

much inclined to assert the existence of immaterial

natures in the world, and to put my soul itself into

that class of beings. These immaterial (unseen)
beings are immediately united with each other, they

might form, perhaps, a great whole which might be

called the immaterial world. Every man is a being

of two worlds: of the incorporeal world and of the

material world . . . and it will be proved, I don't
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know where or when, that the human soul also in this

life forms an indissoluble communion with all im

material natures of the spirit-world, that alternately

it acts upon and receives impressions from that world."
We are beginning to know that man is a four-

dimensional being conditioned in a three-dimensional

world; that the real man lives in a spiritual world
that interpenetrates the material world in which he

now enjoys a perfect harmonious state of being with
all existing beings.

COMPLETE SURRENDER TO THE
PRESENCE

The conscious knowledge of this unseen presence

and perfect world is gained by first an acknowledg

ment of its existence. "In all thy ways acknowledge

Him." Then by an unqualified acceptance through a

complete surrender of human concepts and ideas of

reality to the Christ principle, which is ever manifest

ing itself as order and harmony. This establishes for

us a new mode of receptivity, then by enlarging our

capacity of appreciation we expand our consciousness

to knowledge of this unseen presence that is "nearer

than hands and feet, closer than breathing."

In this unseen presence all consciousness of separa

tion ceases and we have now all that we are capable

of enjoying. You are now conscious of the actuality

of your being, all things are with you now and your

joy is full.*

•For further study read my Alexandria Lectures on

Fourth Dimensional Consciousness.
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HARMONY HERE AND NOW

Happiness is that state of being which all mankind

is seeking. Life harmonious is the experience every

man desires to realize.

He dreams of a life filled with joy and bliss, and

executes his every plan to that end. It is safe to say

that everything a man does is to gain some degree of

happiness; much that he thinks, says and does fails to

bring that much desired result—happiness —due to the

means he employs to accomplish the end in view. This
is because of his ignorance of the law of harmony!

"All things work together for good."

This failure on the part of man to realize a life

harmonious has caused the great majority to think and

to believe that such a condition of being is only attain

able in that far-away place known as the Christian

heaven.

With all our faith and hope in a future state of hap

piness on the Beautiful Isle of Somewhere there is

within you and me a ceaseless desire for life harmonious

here and now, urging and ever urging us on and on to

make the hoped-for happiness a present reality.

We are today adrift in a storm of doubt and fear.

Our barque of life is being tossed about by the winds

of avarice, greed and public opinion while we are trying

to make the port of happiness without the compass of

divine consciousness.
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MASTERY THROUGH PEACE
The key secret to a life harmonious is revealed to

man in the story of the Christ quelling the storm on

the Sea of Galilee with the words, "Peace, be still."
The sea is the symbol of restless humanity, whose

thought waves are never still, and are easily lashed

into furious storms by the elements of the material

world, the consciousness of the race since the beginning

of time, and the negative criticism of so-called friendly

or unfriendly forces.

Overwhelmed by the turbulence of ignorant thought

and action, humanity seeks to wreck the barque of

reformation, crucifies the saviors of the age and fastens

upon itself darkness, despair and misery. The Master
and his faithful students embarked upon this sea and

were sailing against the waves of popular opinion. Tak
ing the opportunity to rest from his labors, the Master

left his disciples to keep watch at the portal of thought.

While the storm of public sentiment waxed stronger

and ever more intense, threatening destruction to all

who faced its fury, fear for their safety and the life of

their Master tightened its hold upon the minds of the

disciples, filling them with uncertainty, doubt and

confusion. In this state of consciousness they called

upon the Master to guide them to safety. With that

great consciousness of unquestioned power he com

manded, "Peace, be still," and calm and peace were

manifest. The Christ spoke to that condition of mind

in himself that was responding to the storm of human
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thought and action, and thus made of himself the

Rock-of-Ages principle to which humanity has endeav

ored to cling for the last two thousand years.

COURAGE THROUGH THE STORM

You and I, seeking for life harmonious, are tossed

about by the storms of thought and action. We are

constantly battling with the elements which constitute

our material existence, hoping to make the port of hap

piness and be at peace, ever forgetful that happiness

and harmony are conditions of consciousness realized

within, known and enjoyed without in just that pro

portion that they exist within—not to be found, not to

be made nor realized in the world, until we can enjoy

the peace that is never disturbed.

This deeper consciousness of peace, poise and power

divine precludes all recognition of mental or physical

storms in our lives, removes doubt, fear and uncertainty

from our minds; fills our hearts with joy, and the har

mony of our being is never broken. "Great peace have

they which love thy law, and nothing shall offend

them."

"LO, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS"

The storms of life destroy the harmony of our being

only as they stir up within us slumbering false mental

concepts, beliefs and ideas as to their power, meaning

and import ; otherwise we pass through them unharmed

and unafraid. When thou passeth through the waters,
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I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall

not overflow thee, when thou walkest through the fire

thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flames

kindle upon thee.

It is not for you and me to destroy nor change the

nature of things, but to have that consciousness that

passeth through unmoved and unharmed. Many of us

think that adverse conditions must be removed, and

if they cannot be removed then they must be changed

before we can enjoy a life of harmony. We are

constantly treating to change, to reform things and

conditions that they may be more harmonious to

us. It is not things, conditions, nor people that must

be changed that we may have peace and joy in our

lives, but our concepts, ideas and beliefs as to the truth

of all these.

THE SECRET OF LETTING GOD LEAD

We must work to realize that mind that was in

Christ Jesus, to have that consciousness that passes

through, to know those depths of being that are not

stirred by surface storms of human thought and action.

I recall an instance of a lady coming to me in great

distress. For years she had endured the cruelty of her

husband for the sake of her children until her spirit

was broken and her nerves shattered. Life seemed to

hold very little for her, and her tendency was to let

go even of that. But we talked about divine love and

the adjusting power of divine mind; the eternal law
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and order of God's finished kingdom in which she

lived and moved and had her being. She learned the

real meaning of "be still and know that I am God."

She learned the inner secret of leaving it with divine

law. Daily she grew in the realization that God alone

governs woman, and she is eternally free, joyous and

happy. That man is activated by divine ideas express

ing through him as love, protection and helpfulness.

After a few weeks it was my joy to hear her say:

"I am so grateful —my husband is absolutely changed,

and harmony is the law of our home."

To remove our thought from our fears may not be

humanly possible. The better way is to turn our

minds completely and steadfastly to God—to Good—
and let the peace thereof govern. Thus life becomes

attuned to the harmony of the Infinite and the in-

harmonies of the finite fade away.



CHAPTER II.
REALIZATION OF THE INNER POWER

A new dawn is breaking. Mankind is waking to

the realization that there exists around, above and

about man a power that will beatify his life ; Emerson

glimpsed this truth and wrote: "This deep power in

which we exist, and whose beatitude is all accessible

to us, is not only self-sufficing and perfect in every

hour, but the act of seeing and the thing seen, the

seer and the spectacle, the subject and the object are

one."

Before man can enjoy the completeness of his life he

musr know this eternal unity and he must have the

individualized consciousness of the at-one-ment which

is All in All—this deep power.

THE ETERNAL REALITY

The need of the world today is for man to acknowl

edge Him the only true God, in all his ways and be at

ease. The great seers of the world all have glimpsed

the truth that man can and must eventually become

conscious in his individual life of the order and har

mony of the universe. That what is true of God is

always true of man and his condition of being.

18
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"How can I make my life more complete and enjoy

the highest, the truest and the best?" is the universal

question. The answer given by Divine Science is that

your life is now complete and perfect in that finished

kingdom in which you live, move and have your being,

but each individual must know this Omnipresence as

the "strength of his life."

THE HIGHEST PRACTICE

You and I know that all of us is not contained, as

Whitman says, "between our hat and our boots." That
the altogether essential real "I" bears the likeness of

and abides in this "deep power" and has infinite capac

ity, ability and resources to express individually this

ever-present beatitude of God which is ever available

to be utilized by you and me. To be utilized by us

not by application but by practice : the highest practice

of the presence of God. In this practice of our "high

calling in God" we are "strengthened with might by

the Spirit in the inner man," which expresses itself in

our bodies and our affairs, making our lives more beau

tiful, complete and enjoyable —an individual expression

of the highest, the truest and the best.

SPIRIT ALWAYS AVAILABLE
We are so concerned with the things and conditions

of the world and of ourselves that we fail to realize

the beatitude of this infinite power that is all accessible

and instantly available to man. This concern about
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the things of life keeps us from completely knowing

life-in-itself, the world-in-itself and man-in-himself.

We mistake and accept what we see, hear, sense, taste

and smell to be the Real, whereas, in the words of

Kant, "we know merely the form of our knowledge of

the thing, and not the Thing-in-itself." Someone has

said, "Each of us is in reality an abiding physical entity

far more extensive than he knows, an individuality

which can never express itself completely through any

corporeal manifestation." This explains the Bible

statement, "Greater is he (that deep power) that is in

you than he that is in the world." If this "I" which

we feel and are only conscious of in ourselves is "that

I Am" which is one with and in the likeness of God,

it must abide in this "deep power" and is self-sufficing

and perfect in every moment of our lives.

THE ALMIGHTINESS OF GOD

As this truth is understood we realize more and

more that the order and harmony of our individual

lives is not in the becoming, but is already a state of

being, and we are relieved of the necessity of making

our lives more complete, but impressed with the neces

sity of knowing the wholeness and completeness of

the life of God in which we live and move and have

our being.

It is our knowledge of the beatitude of this deep

power that reveals itself in the things and conditions

of our lives and gives us a sense of joy, peace and
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happiness. The Master teacher said, "My kingdom

is not of this world," referring to that kingdom of

Heaven, where man enjoys now the "peace that passeth

all understanding." As we increase in knowledge and

understanding we renew our minds and our lives are

transformed from sickness to health, from darkness to

light, from sadness to joy and peace, revealing unto us

the glory of God. Seek ye first the kingdom of God

and its righteousness and all these things, peace, joy

and happiness, shall be added unto you."

ARE YOU SEEKING TRUTH OR THINGS?
Truth seekers at the present time as never before

in the history of man are attending lectures, classes,

reading volumes of books trying to acquire knowl

edge of Mind, Truth, God, for the purpose of

remaking their lives, that is their bodies, and changing

their conditions. In contacting these groups one be

comes impressed with the state of mental confusion

which in itself accounts for the lack of success in mak

ing what has been termed demonstration. These peo

ple are all possessed with the idea of getting knowledge.

Each one says, "I want to know, I must know more

about this, that, and the other thing." Some say, "Have

you heard this teacher or have you read that book? It
is the deepest teaching and the only teaching," and the

distressed seeker acquires knowledge of this, that, and

the other philosophy or teaching.

It is a matter for conjecture and one of general

interest, why with all this accumulated knowledge
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one should fall short in realizing that for which he is

seeking, i. e., health, happiness and prosperity. I am

amazed at the great fund of knowledge which has

been acquired by those who demonstrate the least.

"BEING" VERSUS GETTING
I recall the experience of Mrs. A. She told me

how she used to observe her neighbor, Mrs. B., who

possessed an abundance of the luxuries of life and who

seemed devoid of care or anxiety. On becoming ac

quainted, Mrs. B. told Mrs. A. that her wealth

was acquired through her knowledge of Truth. Now

Mrs. A. had to work and earn enough to provide food

and clothing for herself and her little boy, and often

they were in great need, so she decided to learn about

this Truth. She visited a teacher who outlined a

course of reading for her and advised her regarding

the lectures she should attend. Within a year things

began to happen for Mrs. A. She had established her

self and her boy in abundance and enjoyed the com

forts for which she had longed before she knew of

Truth. She had many conversations with Mrs. B.,

and was greatly impressed with the latter's knowledge

regarding astrology, reincarnation, the masters of the

far east and other teachings deep and mysterious. But

one day Mrs. B. came to Mrs. A. and unburdened

her heart to her. She told her she could not meet her

obligations, that she was ill in mind and body, and

that life meant nothing to her. These women had
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changed places. It was a great surprise to Mrs. A.,

and she said to her friend, "I cannot understand how

you have come to this state when you know so much

about Truth." Mrs. B. replied, "I cannot understand

it myself. I guess it is my Karma."

LITTLE CHILD ATTITUDE NECESSARY
What do you think my friendly reader? Doubt

less you are familiar with many cases similar to this.

There are those who have impressed you with their

wide range of knowledge, and you wonder why their

lives do not measure up to their knowledge.

Now, what is the reason? I am sure we cannot

acquire too much knowledge. I feel that we should

know all things. I know it was not this woman's

breadth of knowledge, neither was it her karma that

brought reverses into her life. Rather, I am certain

that it was her confusion of thought. Herbert Spen

cer has written, "When a man's knowledge is not in

order, the more of it he has the greater will be his

confusion of thought." Unless we can become as little

children with our knowledge, we shall not enter the

kingdom of heaven. Solomon said, "Get wisdom;

and with all thy getting get understanding." Under

standing is the order of our knowledge of Truth, in

finite intelligence.












































































































