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Spook Mystery and Its Solution Ly
ANNOUNCEMENT e

Following is a reprint of an advertisement that ap-
peared in a Los Angeles, California, evening paper in
June, 1923.

SPIRITUALIST Salesman—We are de-
veloping an Oil Lease owned by a Spiritualist
located by Spirit Leota. = Commisions right
See me now. Don't wait.—Bldg. West 3rd St

Following is a reprint from Bob Shuler’s Magazine,
Minister of the Trinity Methodist Church, Los Angeles,
California, November, 1923.

“WE NOTE WHERE MRS. H. S. JOINER has
lost her wad by listening to the advice of spooks in mak-
ing investments in a Gold Mine. She says she is a Spirit-
ualist and that the Spirits told her the Gold Mine was a
sure thing. It failed to materialize however. A few
months ago a local newspaper carried an advertisement
of a Spiritualistic oil well. It appears the spirit Leota
had located this well and it was a rich find indeed.
Several spiritualistic suckers bit but the oil well was a
dry hole, we understand. It does seem a pity for people
to be thus hoodwinked and yet it appears that if they
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can 1ot bite at one thing they will take the bait, hook
and sinker in another. And we suppose there is about
as little harm done by spirits selling bogus gold mines
and imaginary oil wells as in any other manner. The
fools who buy haven’t sense enough to keep their money
anyway and we suppose the spirits had just as well get
it as for some other kind of shark to steal it from them.
Personally we have no money in gold mines recommended
by ghosts or in oil wells discovered by the spirit Leota,
but those who have are welcome to make their investment
and collect their dividends.

“In June, 1924, a Minister who was President of the
Minister’s Alliance (at that time) in Long Beach, Cal-
ifornia, reported to an investigator (Deputy Sheriff) of
the Sheriff’s Office, of Los Angeles, County, California,
that there were many complaints made to ministers, as
well as himself, from people who had lost their money
through the advice of Spirit Mediums.  The minister
said that there would have to be some action taken to
drive these fakers from their nefarious practices.

“The investigator told him, that it would require the
aid of an authority on_Psychic Phenomena, and he said
that he knew of a man who was an investigator, magician
and an authority on Psychic Phenomena, who was living
ir Long Beach at the present time, and was a friend of
his, and he said I will call on him, as I know that he will
be more than glad to help us, as he has exposed these
fakers many times, in his work.
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“The investigator called on Mr. I. (Red) Prendergast
and explained the situation, and he consented to help at
once. So both called on the Minister, and after the
Minister explained the nature of the complaints, he asked
Mr. Prendergast if he would come to the Ministerial Al-
liance meeting, in July, and give a talk on the solution
of the Spirit problem. Mr. Prendergast consented.

“At the July meeting of the Ministerial Alliance, held
in the Baptist Church, Long Beach, California, Mr. Pren-
dergast gave a talk on Spook Mystery and its Solution,
(his talk is in this book), and he told of the old method
of abolishing these fakers, which had proved unsuccessful,
and outlined a plan of procedure which would secure the
desired results.

“After this meeting Mr. Prendergast was told by
prominent Ministers and laymen, that an organization
was needed to drive these fakers from their nefarious
work, and that if he would head such organization, they
would all give him their support.

“Mr. Prendergast started to make investigations in
Los Angeles County, and in November, 1924, he had
concluded his investigation. And he turned the evidence
over to the proper authorities.

“November 19th, 1924, a charter was issued, by the
Secretary of State, of California, for the National Psychic
Research League. (Its purpose is outlined in this book).
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“The League consists of three departments; Investigat-
ing, Lecturing and Literature, and is a non-profitable
organization.”

One of the crying demands of Christianity today is to
rid the country of these fakers who under the guise of
religion break into the sacredness of the home life and
bring distress to their dupes.

Faith in God; trust founded on the word of Jesus of
Nazareth; belief in a true religion, and confidence be-
tween man and wife are disturbed and destroyed by these
FAKERS, and in the end their victims lose their money,
their friends, their loved ones, and their own self-respect.

NOW is the time to help in this great work of ex-

posing and driving these FAKERS from their nefarious
Yusiness of preying upon the people.
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TABLLE O‘l*’_ (‘.'()NE'II‘EN'I‘S
- EXPOSURE |
LI I L( I I\l) PLANS

Spirit Paintings.
Spirit Table that "Talks.
Mental Thought Pr()_]e(tl()ll in Lighted Room.
Producing Spirits in Vacant Room.
Materalization Seance. ’
Mental Telepathy—Second Sight Reading.
Parlor Clairvoyance.
“Dark Trumpet Seance.
Methods of Crystal Gazing.
- Faro Box Fake; Blackboard Method: Hand Fake
Method ; Metal Ball Irake; Crystal Stand ¥ dke
Methods of Spirit Slate Work.
Nine Slate Method; Double Slate Switch; Three
Slate Method; Spirit writing on one Slate.
Spirit Message on Mirror, in the Light.
Spirit Writing on Business Card in the Light.
Spirits Play Tambourine, Ring Bells, Break Dishes.
and Write Messages on a School Slate in the Light.
Spirit Table Raps in Light.
Spirit Table Tipping in Light.
In this book we present the correct solution of these
problenis, aild &xpose the apparently uncanny manifesta-
tions of the Spitit Faker.
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1. What is meant by Spirit Fakers?

2. What is a sincere, or genuine Spiritualist?

3. What became of the Palmist, Crystal Gazer, Mind
Reader and Clairvoyant when Cities Passed Ordinances
Prohibiting them from Operating?

4. What is the difference between Clairvoyance, and
Spirit Trance?

5. What is the difference between a Magician and a
Spiritualist ?

6. Is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle a Faker, is he Insane,
or is he being Duped?

7. How do these Fakers Operate?

8. What is dangerous about the Spirit Fakers?

9. What was the Old Method of Abolishing these
Irakers?

10. What 1s the real way of preventing these Fakers
from Working.

The Above problems and their correct Solution are giv-
en by the Authorities of the NATIONAL PSYCHIC
RESEARCH LEAGUE. (Their Kansas City, Mis-
souri office).

Iivery Theologian, Educator, Police Chief, Sheriff,
Detective and Peace Officer as well as every home should
have a Copy of this Book so as to guard against these
I"akers.

This is a Mystery Book of Truth, Fully Illustrated, not
Iiction or Theory.

Sent to any address Postage Paid on receipt of

I’RICE $1.00.
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PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENT

We publish in this book the first of a series of articles
on the work of seers, psychics and spirit mediums. These
articles have been prepared following extensive investiga-
tion in connection with the National Psychic Research
League whose experts have spared no effort or expense
tc uncover what we will show to be frauds and fakes.
No statement is made in this book which can not be
proven and the exposures reported, have actually been
made. It is in a spirit of helpfulness and sense of duty
that these articles are published.

The stories published by us are for the purpose of
enlightening those who are seeking the truth regarding
fake mediums. Therefore as well as gaining the knowl-
edge of the counterfeit, it will help in the research of
genuine psychic phenomena.

Nothing in any of our articles should be construed as
an attack on sincere people engaged in psychic research
work, who are really trying to get in touch with the
spirit world. Although we do not believe that spirit
communication or production is possible, we will credit
those who are seeking the truth in such work, with hav-
ing a worthy purpose.

The time now has come, it appears to us, not to refute
these scientists, but to separate the wheat from the chaff,
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or the real from the spurious, so that we all may know
what to believe.

Our exposures as well as being educational, can be used
for entertaining purposes, as the plans are very simple,
and with a little practice, one will be able to produce the
weird effects even as the fake mediums do.

CHALLENGE TO MEDIUMS

I hereby denounce all so-called Spiritual Mediums as
impositers and Swindlers, and I will give any Charitable
Institution FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS if, after
seeing any of their manifestations twice, I cannot ex-
plain how they performed by human agency.

Prof. I. Prendergast.
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- Solution of Spiritualism

“Spiritualism™ 1s the modern type for the demonstra-
tions and doctrines of the ancient arts and cults of de-
ception. : ,

The beginning of modern spiritualism was in 1848
at Ilydesville, Wayne County, N. Y., when Kate and
Margaret FFox (two little girls known as the Fox Sis-
ters) worked Spirit Knockings.  The fame of these
two children soon spread over the continent, and the
tales of spirit phenomena attracted the attention of
scientists, who made investigations, which cansed inter-
national publicity for the Fox Sisters.

Then the cult began to spread like wildfire; mediums
went everywhere holding nightly seances and reaping
rich harvests financially i this country and in Europe.
Societies were organized by multitudes of the semi-reli-
gious. :

In 1888 one of the Fox Girls published a confession
to the fraud, which they had practiced. The spirit knocks
which they produced was done by cracking their big toes.

Today these schemes, mysteries and secrets of so-cal-
led mediumship have leaked out, through exposure and
confesstons of mediums.

Lily Dale, Cassadaga Lake, N. Y., for nearly two
generations, has heen one of the largest camping grounds
for spiritualist camp meetings in the United States and
the best mediums of the spiritualist cult have operated
there, and they were exposed by George Leo Wilkins,
who was a spiritualist medium for nearly Twenty-Five
Years, and has lived and worked at the Lily Dale Camp.
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12 Spook Mystery and Its Solution

What Became of the Palmist, Crystal Gazer,
Mind Reader and Clarivoyant When
Cities Passed Ordinances Prohibit-
ing Them From Operating?

When cities passed ordinances prohibiting these fakers
from operating, the majority of them formed Spiritualist
Churches, which entitled them to come under the heading
of non profitable, and non taxable organizations, which
really proved a benefit to them, as they had no license
or taxes to pay, and they operate just the same, only as
Rev. Soandsos Spiritualists. Most of these Spiritualist
“ministers” hold services and conduct marriages. They
give free public readings but it’s the private readings
and seances that they cash in on. In California there
were about 200 individual spiritualist churches each of
them issued diplomas to whomever they saw fit, which
made them Spiritualist ministers, the numbers of which
run into thousands. The majority have no churches;
these operate in their homes giving spiritual advice,
circles, readings, spiritual healing and hold seances.

If you have been in one of these faker's establishments
in recent years you will have observed a framed diploma
displayed somewhere about the rooms.
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What Is Meant By Spirit Fakers?

Spirit Fakers are persons, institutions and concerns,
who operate under the guise of religion by trick and
device, or otherwise, to defraud the public to the end
that they be put in communication with spirits, for ad-
vice and information, as well as seeing spirits and kindred
pretenses.

What Is A Sincere, Or Genuine Spiritualist?

A sincere or genuine spiritualist, is one who talks or
lectures on his belief in the spirit world, but does not
ciaim that through himself, spirit communication or pro-
duction 1s possible.

—_——

What is the Difference Between Clarivoyance
and Spirit Trance?

Clairvoyance 1s seeing, or an insight into the spirit
world. Spirit T'rance i1s where the mediums claim that
they are gifted with power to communicate direct with
spirits.  There 1s very little difference between clairvoy-
ance and spirit trance, the latter merely giving them
better protection in their misleading work of preying
upon the people. As there is no proof of spirit com-
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14 Spook Mxstery and Its Solution

munication or production, and it is a proven fact that
mediums have grossly misled people with their spiritual
advice it remains that they are nothing but fakers.

What is the Difference Between A Magician and
A Spiritualist?

A magician uses the art of magic for entertaining
purposes exclusively and he makes it known to his audi-
ence that 1t 1s for that purpose only.

A Spiritualist uses the work of magic to deceive the
people, to the end that they will produce spirit com-
munication and production.

Is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle A Faker, Is He In-
sane, Or Is He Being Duped?

Conon Dayle is not a Ifaker, as he produces no spirit
communication or production.

He is not insane, because any man that makes from
three to five thousand dollars a night lecturing, is not
likely to be insane.
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Nor 1s he being duped because while he was in Amer-
ica in 1923 lecturing, he was warned that the mediums,
"Eva Thompson and others, were fakes, but nevertheless
persisted 1n attending their seances making a pitiful
spectacle of himself kissing the supposed hand of his
dead Mother at their seances and continued to bank his
reputation as an investigator, by acclaiming them gen-
uine spiritualists.

When he was informed that these mediums would be
investigated, exposed and the evidence of their fakery
made public, he assured the informants of his sincere
co-operation, but instead, he (Mr. Doyle) informed the
Secretary of the New York Spiritualists Association by
letter, of the contemplated exposure of Itva Thompson.
IHowever, despite his tipping them off, the investigation
was made, resulting in their exposure, arrest, trial and
conviction. '

When he was faced with the damaging evidence of
the tip-off letter, Mr. Doyle admitted writing the letter
but failed to give an explanation of his conduct, merely
saying, “My, my, my, how peculiar,” and when shown
the evidence of liva Thompson’s conviction he again
said “My, my, my, how peculiar.” I shall have to look
into this; instead of which, Mr. Doyle immediately

canceled all his lecturing engagements and hurriedly left
the Country. |
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How Do These Fakers Operate?

Most of them operate i Spirttualist Churches, halls
and homes. They call themselves spiritual healers, spirit-
ual advisers, clairvoyants, mind readers, mental telepath-
ists, mental thought projectionists, crystal gazers, psy-
chics, and palmists.

They claim that through their spirit guides, they can
produce spirit communication and production, which 1s
generally done by spirit slate writing, spirit photography,
spirit - paintings, spirit messages, materialization and
trumpet seances. The mmformation that they convey to
their dupes at these readings and seances, are furnished
i advance by field workers who operate m conjunction
with the fakers.

They advertise themselves in a very attractive fashion,
particularly appealing to people who may have trouble or
are in quest of information, such persons seeking con-
solation from these mediums, who although they claim
many powers, in reality possess none of them. Iollow-
ing is an outline of some of their advertising.
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MIND READING

This method I mention here, is used by some old
timers, who know that many dupes are suspicious of
the mediums where they have to write their questions,
so this effect answers the purpose.

The medium has a lady assisant, and this assistant al-
ways receives the visitors in the waiting room. When
a dupe arrives, this lady has a book in her hands, which
she has apparently just been reading. There is no fur-
niture in the room except some chairs. The lady seats
the visitor; and tells her that the Madam is not quite
ready to receive visitors, but she will be availabe in just
a few minutes.

The assistant then says, “While you are waiting, just
write down the questions you wish to ask,” and she
gives the dupe a sheet of paper and a pencil; and as
there is no table on which to write, she also hands the
dupe the book that is in her hand. The assistant places
the sheet of paper on the back of the book and says,
“Write the questions you desire answered on that sheet
of paper and keep it. Madam prefers to have you
write them down so you will not forget them. Sign
your name to them and address them to some one 1n
the spirit world that is dear to you.

The dupe does as requested, and the lady again tells
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