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F O E TUN E  TE L L IN G

H ouse of R epresentatives,

S ubcommittee of the C ommittee

on the District of C olumbia,

F riday, F ebruary £ 6,1926.

The subcommittee met at 10.30 o' clock  a. m., H on. C larence J .

McL eod (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding.

The subcommittee thereupon proceeded to the consideration of

H . R . 8989, which is as follows:

A  BIL L  A mending subchapter 5 of the C ode of L aw of the District of C olumbia, as

amended to J une 7, 1924, relating to offenses against public policy

Be it enacted. oy the S enate and H ouse of R epresentatives of the United

S tates of A merica in- C ongress assembled, That subchapter 5 of the C ode of

L aw for the District of C olumbia, as amended to J une 7, 1924, relating to

offenses against public policy, be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding

thereto a new section, as follows:

" A ny person pretending to tell fortunes for reward or compensation where

lost or stolen goods may be found;  any person who, by game or device, sleight

of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick  or other means, by the use

of cards or other implements or instruments, fraudulently obtains from another

person money or property or reward, property of any description;  any person

pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for protection, or to unite the

separated, shall be considered a disorderly person. A ny person violating the

provisions of this law shall be punished by a fine not to ex ceed $ 250 or by

imprisonment not to ex ceed six  months, or by both such fine and imprison-

ment."

Mr. McL eod. The committee will come to order. These ladies are

here on this j uror bill and Mr. Bloom is here on his bill on clair-

voyance, and he has one witness, who is ex pected to be here, and Mr.

Bloom claims he can discuss his matter in about 20 minutes.

Mr. Bloom. The bill is very clear, states j ust what it is intended to

say;  there can not be any argument on the bill.

(A n informal discussion took  place at this point.)

S TA TE ME N T O F  H O N . S O L  BL O O M, R E PR E S E N TA TIV E  IN  C O N -

GR E S S  F R O M TH E  S TA TE  O F  N E W  Y O R K

Mr. Bloom. Mr. C hairman and gentlemen, I present for your con-

sideration bill H . R . 8989, " A  bill amending subchapter 5 of the C ode

of L aw of the District of C olumbia, as amended to J une 7, 1924,

relating to offenses against the public policy."

(Mr. Bloom thereupon read H . R . 8989 to the committee, which

has been heretofore inserted in full in this hearing.)

Mr. H ammer. O ne minute, Mr. C hairman. I don' t want to be

misunderstood. My prej udices are for the bill.

Mr. Bloom. Then I will talk  to your prej udices.

Mr. H ammer. I am for this or similar legislation.
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FORTUNE TELLING 

HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 

SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE DISTRICT oF CoLul\rnu, 

Friday, Feb1"/Jiary 26, 19~6. 
The subcommittee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m., Hon. Clarence J. 

McLeod (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 
The subcommittee thereupon proceeded to the consideration of 

H. R. 8989, which is as follows: 

A BILL Amending subchapter 5 of the Code of Law of the District of Columbia, as 
amended to June 7, 1924, relating to olTenses against public policy 

Be it enacted by the S(Jfl,ate and House of Represen.tatwes of the United 
States of Atnerica fin Congress assembled, That subchapter 5 of the Code of 
Law for the District of Columbia, as amended to June 7, 1924, relating to 
otTenses against public policy, be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding 
thereto a new section, as follows : 

"Any person pretending to tell fortunes for reward or compensation where 
lost or stolen goods may be found; any person who, by game or device; sleight 
of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick or other means, by the use 
of cards or other implements or instruments, fraudulently obtains from another 
person money or property or reward, property of any description ; any person 
pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for protection, or to unite the 
separated, shall be considered a disorderly person. Any person violating the 
provisions of this law shall be punished by a tine not to exceed $250 or by 
imprisonment not to exceed six months, ·or by both such tine and imprison­
ment." 

Mr. McLEOD. The committee will come to order. These ladies are 
here on this juror bill and Mr. Bloom is here on his bill on clair­
voyance, and he has one witness, who is expected to be here, and Mr. 
Bloom claims he can discuss his matter in about 20 minutes. 

Mr. BLOOM. The bill is very clear, states just what it is intended to 
say; there can not be any argument on· the bill. 

(An informal discussion took place at this point.) 

STATEMENT OF HON. SOL BLOOM, REPRESENTATIVE IN CON­
GRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW YORK 

Mr. BwoM. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I present for your con­
sideration bill H. R. 8989, "A bill amending subchapter 5 of the Code 
of Law of the District of Columbia, as amended to June 7, 1924, 
relating to offenses against the public policy." 

(Mr. Bloom thereupon read H. R. 8989 to the committee, which 
has been heretofore inserted in full in this hearing.) 

Mr. HAMMER. One minute) Mr. Chairman. I don't want to be 
misunderstood. My prejudices are for the bill. 

Mr. BLOOM. Then I will talk to your prejudices. 
Mr. HAMMER. I am for this or similar legislation. 

1 



2 F O R TUN E  TE L L IN G

Mr. Bloom. This says, Mr. C hairman and gentlemen, that any

person pretending to tell fortunes, or any person pretending to tell

where lost or stolen goods may be found, or by sleight of hand, pre-

tending, fortune telling, or by any trick  or other means, by the use

of cards— this is not against the S piritualist religion in any way.

This merely says that the abuse that ex ists now— that is, the condition

that ex ists now in the District of C olumbia of allowing a person to

obtain a license to do these things, that are considered nothing else

but fraud— shall be guilty of this crime of disorderly conduct. The

statute of the S tate of N ew Y ork  says, " W ho are disorderly persons:

Persons pretending to tell fortunes, or where lost or stolen goods

may be found,"  are disorderly persons.

Mr. H ouston. R ight there, Mr. Bloom, it occurs to me there is a

word left out of that seventh line there. The sense is not very

clear— ,"  any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen

goods may be found " — "  or "  ought to be there, or " whereby."

Mr. Bloom. I copied this j ust ex actly from the S enate bill. I

didn' t look  it over before I introduced it here.

Mr. H ouston. W hile we are on that, I happen to notice, too, over

on the second page, line 2, it strik es me that comma after " protec-

tion "  should come out, " or to sell charms for protection or to units,"

Mr. Bloom. Y es;  it ought to be.

Mr. H ammer. The comma ought to be out.

Mr. Bloom. F rom Gilbert' s C riminal C ode, 1923,1 will read to the

committee:

F ortune telling. The pretense of occult powers and the ability to answer

confidential q uestions from spiritual aid is as bad as fortune telling is and

species of it and is a fraud upon the public. (F ay v. L ambourne, 1908, 124

A pp. Div. N o. 245-108, N ew Y ork .)

S ubdivision 3 of this section, mak ing one a disorderly person who

pretends to tell fortunes, is not unconstitutional, upon the ground

that it deprives the defendant of the ex ercise and enj oyment of her

religion, profession, and worship, in violation of article 1, section 3,

of the S tate constitution, and in violation of the C onstitution of the

United S tates. W here the defendant denied that she was a fortune

teller or pretended to tell fortunes, and claimed that she was the

president and a minister of the Brook lyn S piritualist S ociety, and

that she simply gave the complaining witness—

A dvice, and summoned departed spirits to aid her in answering the com-

plainant' s q uestions, it was held that the evidence was sufficient to j ustify a

finding that the defendant was guilty of telling fortunes, in violation of the

statute, thereby constituting her a disorderly person. (People v. A shley, 1918,

184 A pp. Div. 520, 172, N ew Y ork  S upp. 282.)

Mr. C hairman and gentlemen, I am j ust trying to bring this for-

tune-telling proposition to a basis where it can be properly regu-

lated;  and if any people are found who do anything contained in the

bill, we ask  that they be considered disorderly persons. That is all

there is to it.

Mr. H ouston. Mr. Bloom, there is one thing that is not clear in my

mind. Do you wish to prohibit the telling of fortunes?

Mr. Bloom. Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. A ll of them?

Mr. Bloom. Y es, sir;  all fortunes.
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2 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. BLOOM. This says, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen that any 
person pretending to tell fortunes, or any person _pretending to tell 
where .lost or stolen ~oods may be found, or by sleight of hand, pre­
tending, fortune tellmg, or by any trick or other means, by the use 
of cards-this is not against the Spiritualist religion in any way. 
This merely says that the abuse that exists now-that is, the condition 
that exists now in the District of Columbia of allowing a person to 
obtain a license to do these things, that are considered nothing else 
but fraud--shall be guilty of this crime of disorderly conduct. The 
statute of the State of New York says, "Who are disorderly persons: 
Persons pretending to tell fortunes, or where lost or stolen goods 
may be found," are disorderly persons. 

Mr. HousTON. Right there, Mr. Bloom, it occurs to me there is a 
word left out of that seventh line there. The sense is not very 
clear-" any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen 
goods may be found"-" or" ought to be there, or "whereby." 

Mr. BLOOM. I copied this just exactly from the Senate bill. I 
didn't look it over before I introduced it here. 

Mr. HousTON. While we are on that, I happen to notice, too, over 
on the second page, line 2, it strikes me that comma after " protec­
tion" should come out, "or to sell charms for protection or to units,'' 

Mr. BLOOM. Yes; it ought to be. 
Mr. HAMMER. The comma ought to be out. 
Mr. BLOOM. From Gilbert's Criminal Code, 1923, I will read to the 

committee: 
Fortune telling. The pretense of occult powers ·and the ability to answer 

confidential questions from spiritual aid is as bad as fortune telling is nnd 
species of it and is a fraud upon the public. (Fay v. Lambourne, 1908, 124 
App. Div. No. 245-108, New York.) 

Subdivision 3 of this section, making one a disorderly person who 
pretends to tell fortunes, is not unconstitutional~ upon the ground 
that it deprives the defendant of the exercise an<l. enjoyment of her 
:religion, profession, and worship, in violation of article 1, section 3, 
of the State constitution, and in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. Where the defendant· denied that she was a fortune 
teller or pretended to tell fortunes, and claimed that she was the 
J>resident .and a minister of the .~rookl:yn Spiritualist Society, and 
that she simply gave the complammg witness- · 

Advice, _and summoned depart~ spirits to aid her in answering the com­
plainant's questions, it was held that the evidence was sufficient to justify a 
finding that the defendant was guilty of telllng fortunes, in violation of the 

:statute, th!"reby constituting her a disorderly person. (People v. Ashley, 1918, 
::1.84 App. Div. 520, 172, New York Supp. 282.) 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am just trying to bring this for-
. tune-telling proposition to a basis where it can be properly regu­
lated; and if any people are found who do anything contained in the 
hill, we ask that they be considered disorderly persons. That is all 
there is to it. 

Mr. HousTON. Mr. Bloom, there is one thing that is not clear in my 
mind. Do you wish to prohibit the telling of fortunes~ 

Mr. BwoM. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REID. All of them~ 
Mr. BLOOM. Yes, sir; all fortunes. 
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Mr. H ouston. That is, "  any person pretending to tell fortunes " ?

Mr. Bloom. Y es.

Mr. H ouston. O r "  where lost or stolen goods may be found " ?

Mr. Bloom. Y es.

Mr. H ouston. That seems to be the only portion of your bill that

applies directly. N ow, the nex t clause seems to be really the obtain-

ing of goods through such machinations, we will say;  and the third

is "  any person pretending to remove spells"  and "  sell charms "  shall

be considered a disorderly person " ?  I haven' t got that clear in my

mind is the reason I ask  the q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. The idea of giving advice is one thing;  the idea of

telling a fortune is another.

Mr. R eid. W hat is telling a fortune?

Mr. Bloom. W ell, telling a fortune is to mak e people believe what

the future is, to give you a picture that you are going to marry a

blond.

Mr. R eid. H ow do you k now you won' t?

Mr. Bloom. I want to tell you something: I am serious about this

thing, and I don' t want any k idding or j ok ing from you.

Mr. R eid. That is the sad part of it.

Mr. R athbone. I'  would lik e to ask  the gentleman a q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. The second paragraph is divided by a semicolon

twice;  the first two lines are " any person pretending to tell for-

tunes where lost or stolen goods may be found."  Does that mean

simply to tell a fortune without seek ing to mak e any money or

obtain property or material advantage by doing it— the mere telling

of a fortune, without any financial gain being involved, that that

is to be considered a misdemeanor?

Mr. Bloom. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. It does mean that?

Mr. Bloom. Y es;  because they do not do it without some compen-

sation of some k ind, or some consideration.

Mr. H ouston. Mr. Bloom, you k now they have a habit of telling

fortunes in the best homes. I have been in well-regulated house-

holds, .so far as that is concerned, where somebody will tak e cards

j ust for the amusement of it and say, "  I will tell your fortune from

the cards."

Mr. Bloom. That is not a business. The thing that I obj ect to is

that the District of C olumbia to-day, the way I understand it, for the

sum of $ 25 will give you a license to mak e a business of telling for-

tunes, etc., which is a fraud.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you the statute before you to which this is

an amendment?

Mr. Bloom. N o;  I have been look ing it up. I j ust heard about this

meeting last night and I got these things together in a hurry.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you ex amined and gone into the law in the

District of C olumbia on the subj ect of obtaining money under false

pretenses, or cheating, etc., and is it not possible that this subj ect

matter is all satisfactorily covered or, reasonably so, by ex isting

law?  Y ou do not pretend to have studied the law of the District

so as to k now?
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P'O:&TlJNE: TELL'ING 3 

Mr. HousToN. That is, "any person pretending to tell fortunes "i 
Mr. BLOOM. Yes. 
Mr. HousTON. Or'~ where lost or stolen goods may be found"? 
Mr. BLOOM.· Yes. 
Mr. HousTON. That seems to be the only portion of your bill that 

applies directly. Now, the next clause seems to be really the obtain­
ing of goods through such machinations, we will say; and the third 
is " any person pretending to remove spells " and "sell charms " shall 
be considered a disorderly person"~ . I haven't got that clear in my 
mind is the reason I ask the question. 

!fr. BLOOM. The idea of giving advice is one thing; the idea of 
telling a fortune is another. 

Mr. REID. What is telling a fortune~ · 
Mr. BLOOM. Well, telling a fortune is to make people believe what 

the future is, to give you a picture that you are going to marry. a 
blond. 

Mr. REID. How do you know you won't~ 
l'Ir. BLOOM. I want to tell you something: I am serious about this 

thing, and I don't want any kidding or joking from you. 
Mr. REID. That is the sad part of it. 
}fr. RATHBONE. r would like to ask the gentleman a question. 
Mr. BwoM. Yes, sir. · 
Mr. RATHBONE. The second paragraph is divided by a semicolon 

twice; the first two lines are "' any person pretending to tell for­
tunes where lost or stolen goods may be found." Does that mean 
simply to tell a fortune without seeking to make any money or 
obtain property or material advantage by doing it-the mere telling 
of a fortune, without any financial gain being involved, that that 
is to be considered a misdemeanor? 

Mr. BLOOM. Yes. 
~. RATHBONE. It does mean that? 
!fr. BLOOM. Yes; because they do not do it without some compen­

sation of some kind, or some consideration. 
Mr. HousTON. Mr. Bloom, you know they have a habit of telling 

fortunes in the best :Qomes. I have been in well-regulate:} house­
holds, .so far as that is concerned, where somebody will take cards 
just for the amusement of it and say," I will tell your fortune from 
the cards." 

Mr. BLOOM. That is not a business. The thing that I object to is 
that the District of Columbia to-day, the way I understand it~ for the 
sum of $25 will give you a license to make a business of telling for­
tunes, etc., which is a fraud. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you the statute before you to which this is 
an amendment? 

Mr. BLOOM. No; I have been looking it up. I just heard about this 
meeting last night and I got these things together in a hurry. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you examined and gone into the law· in the 
District of Columbia on the subject of obtaining money under fulse 
pretenses, or cheating, etc., a1~d is it not possible that this subject 
matter is all satisfactorily covered or, reasonably so, by existing 
law? You do not pretend to have studied the law of the District 
so as to know ? 
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Mr. Bloom. I would say, gentlemen, yes;  that would be so in

business transactions, where you were defrauded. But this is a case

where people receive a license from the District of C olumbia to do

this k ind of business, that is, transact this k ind of business.

Mr. R athbone. Is there anything about a license here?

Mr. Bloom. N o, but they are selling licenses now for the sum of

$ 25.

Mr. H ammer. The license is a permit, but not to commit crime.

Mr. Bloom. Y es. N ow, I want to do away with that.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou also do away with any amusement in the

home— "  where lost or stolen goods may be found."  Y ou say

whether for gain or not, that applies?

Mr. Bloom. I say this, that the fortune telling at home is merely

for pastime or as a j ok e. Y ou are not allowed to play cards on the

outside, but you play cards at home. That does not apply.

But it is to pretend that you are doing something for the people

who come to you for aid, mak ing a business of it, that should be con-

sidered illegal;  it should be considered illegal because what you are

doing and pretending to do is for gain and for profit, and trying

to mislead people who believe in these things, or think  they believe

in them;  that should be considered a misdemeanor.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. Bloom, may I inq uire if it would affect your

bill disastrously to put after the word " fortunes,"  in line 7 " for

reward or compensation " ?

Mr. Bloom. I have no obj ection to that.

Mr. H ammer. I am not saying that you have. I ask ed you the

q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. N o.

Mr. H ammer. Then, on page 2— I have not studied your bill, Mr.

Bloom

Mr. R eid. I do not think  the bill is in proper form, and I tfeink

somebody ought to look  over it.

Mr. Bloom. I would say to Mr. R eid that this is a copy of the

bill in the S enate, and I understand they are going to hold hearings

on this this afternoon before the S enate committee.

Mr. R eid. That does not mak e it good over here.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou learned lawyers on the committee will be able

to tell.

Mr. R eid. It is in very bad form at the present time.

Mr. Bloom. That is your opinion of the bill.

Mr. H ammer. May I inq uire, further, Mr. Bloom, for my informa-

tion?  O n page 2, line 1— look  at your bill— wouldn' t it be better

to have it worded somewhat in this way, after " person,"  the first

word in that line,' insert " money, or property, or reward or com-

pensation in any manner whatever,"  leaving out " of any descrip-

tion" ?  I am j ust ask ing if you don' t think  it would be more com-

prehensive. I am not criticizing your bill, because I have not

studied it enough to be able to do it.

Mr. McL eod. A re there any further q uestions?

Mr. R eid. W hat further q uestion is there?

Mr. McL eod. I don' t k now. A re there any further q uestions?
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4 J'OBTl1NB TELLING 

Mr. BLOOl\I. I would say, gentlemen, yes; that would be so in 
business transactions, where you were defrauded. But this is a case 
where people receive a license from the District of Columbia to do 
this kind of business, that is, transact this kind of business. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. Is there anything about a license here¥ 
Mr. BLOOM. No,. but they are selling licenses now for the sum of 

$25. 
Mr. HAMMER. The license is a permit, but not to commit crime. 
Mr. BL(>0:!\1. Yes. Now, I want to do away with that. 
Mr. McLEOD. You also do away with any amusement in the 

home--'' where lost or stolen goods may be found." You say 
whether for gain or not, that applies? 

Mr. BLOOM. I say this, that the fortune telling at home is merely 
for :pastime or as a joke. You are not allowed to play cards on the 
outside, but you play cards at home. That does not apply. 

But it is to pretend that you are doing something for the people 
who come to you for aid, making a business of it, that should be con­
sidered illegal; it should be considered illegal because what you are 
doing and pretending to do is for gain and for profit, and trying 
to mislead people who believe in these things, or think they believe 
in them ; that should be considered a misdemeanor. 

Mr. HA~r.MER. Mr. Bloom, may I inquire if it would affect your 
bill disastrously to put after the wo1·d "fortunes," in line 7 "'for 
reward· or compensation "? 

Mr. BLOOM. I have no objection to that. 
Mr. HAM:\IER. I am not saying that you have. I asked you the 

question. 
Mr. BLOOM. No. 
Mr. HAMMER. Then, on page 2-I have not studied your bill, Mr. 

Bloom--
Mr. REID. I do not think the bill is in proper form, and I lkink 

somebody ought to look over it. 
Mr. BLOOM. I would say to Mr. Reid that this is a copy of the 

bill in the Senate, and I understand they are going to hold hearings 
on this this afternoon before the Senate committee. 

Mr. REID. That does not make it good clVer Iiere. 
Mr. BLOOM. You learned lawyers on the committee will be able 

to tell. 
Mr. REID~ It is in very bad form at the present time. 
Mr. BLOOM. That is your opinion of the bill. 
Mr. HAMMER. May I inquire, further, Mr. Bloom, for my informa­

tion? On page 2, line 1-look at your bill-wouldn't it be better 
to have it worded somewhat in this way, after "person," the first 
word in that line,· inse1·t "money, or property, or reward or com­
pensation in any manner whatever," leaving out "of any descrip­
tion"? I am just asking if you don't think it would be more com­
prehensive. I am not criticizing your bill, because I have not 
studied it enough to be able to do it. 

Mr. McLEOD. Are there any further questions~ 
Mr. RErn. What further question is there? 
Mr. McLEOD. I don~t know. Are there any further questions~ 
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Mr. Bloom. I would say to the committee, this: That I would lik e

very much to get into the record, if I can, the statement of the people

who were to have been here this morning but could not do so;

we did not learn anything about this hearing until last night;  late.

A s a meeting is going to be held at 2 o' clock  over in the S enate, and I

would lik e to have the testimony of that hearing embodied with this

hearing here.

Mr. H ammer. If we, are going to do that, we ought to have a j oint

hearing.

Mr. Bloom. That is why I ask ed to have it inserted with this,

or our hearing inserted there.

Mr. C hairman and gentlemen, on the several q uestions that were

ask ed me about these things, I would j ust lik e to have Mr. H oudini

mak e a statement. H e came in special and j ust got off the train, and

I would lik e to have Mr. H oudini mak e a short statement about this

bill.

Mr. H ammer. May I inq uire who he is and if he is not an as-

trologist.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou may inq uire of Mr. H oudini.

Mr. H ammer. I am ask ing you. I don' t want anybody to come

before this committee unless he can ex plain what his mission is.

Mr. Bloom. I think  Mr. H oudini has a perfect right to appear

before this committee. Y ou have no right to inq uire who a man is.

Mr. H ammer. I have a right, if I invite him.

Mr. Bloom. This is my bill, Mr. C hairman, and I am entitled to

some consideration as a Member of C ongress, to have my witnesses

appear before this committee according to the card sent out, and

who are here on this bill.

Mr. H ouston. To bring the matter to a conclusion, I move that

Mr. H oudini be heard.

Mr. H ammer. I suggest that the gentleman don' t seem to k now

what the rules of the committee are, that he be permitted to file

with the chairman of the committee the names of the witnesses he

desires, what their occupation in life is and designating who they

are, and then we will consider what their q ualifications are when

they come before us.

Mr. Bloom. There is nothing in the rules of the committee to sug-

gest such a thing.

Mr. R eid. Mr. C hairman, as a substitute, I move that Mr. H oudini

be invited to address the committee on this subj e it.

Mr. H ouston. I had already made the same motion.

Mr. H ammer. I want to learn

Mr. Bloom. I learn from people who have ability and brains.

If I don' t k now the facts I don' t k now how to tv « at a difficult thing.

Mr. H ammer. My motion is that the gentleman furnish a list to

the committee, either verbally or in writing, of the witnesses that he

desires to come before the committee, and I will le uve off what their

occupation is, if they are ashamed of it.

(Thereupon informal discussion took  place whicV i the reporter did

not record.)

Mr. Bloom. I submit that such a proceeding is entirely out of

order. There is notning in the rules of the committee to warrant it.
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.FORTUNE TELLING 
• 5 

Mr. BLOOM. I would say to the committee, this: That I would like 
very much to get into the record, if I can, the statement of the people 
who were to have been here this morning but could not do so; 
we did not learn anything about this hearing until last night; late. 
As a meeting is going to be held at 2 o'clock over in the Senate, and I 
would like to have the testimony of that hearing embodied with this 
hearing here. · 

M~-. HAMMER. If w,~, are going to do that, we ought to have a joint 
hearmg. · 

Mr. BLOOM. That is why I asked to have it inserted with this, 
or our hearing inserted there. 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, on the several questions that ~were 
asked me about these things, I would just like to have l\fr. Houdini 
make a statement. He came in special and just got off the train, and 
I would like to have Mr. Houdini make a short statement about this 
bill. 

Mr .. HAMMER. May I ,inquire who he is and if he is not an as­
trologist. 

Mr. BLOOM. You may inquire of Mr. Houdini. 
Mr. HAMMER. I am asking you. I don't want anybody to come 

before this committee unless he can explain what his mission is. 
Mr. BLOOM. I think Mr. Houdini has a perfect right to appear 

before this committee. You have no right to inquire who a man is. 
Mr. HAMMER. I have a right, if I invite him. 
Mr. BLOOM. This is my bill, Mr. Chairman, and I am entitled to 

some consideration as a Member of Congress, to have my witneFses 
appear before this committee according to the card sent out, and 
who are here on this bill. 

Mr. HousToN. To bring the matter to a conclusion, I move that 
Mr. Houdini be heard. 

Mr. HAMMER. I suggest that the gentleman don't seem to know 
what the rules of the committee are, that he be permitted to file 
with the chairman of the committee the names of the witnesses he 
desires, what their occupation in life is and designating who they 
are, and then we will consider what their qualifications are when 
they come before us. 

Mr. BLOOM. There is nothing in the rules of the committee to sug-
gest such a thing. · 

Mr. REm. Mr. Chairman, as a substitute, I move that Mr. Houdini 
. be invited to address the committee on this subje!t. 

Mr. HousTON. I had already made the same motion. 
Mr. HAMMER. I want to learn--
Mr. BLOOM. I learn from people who have ability and brains. 

If I don't know the facts I don't know how to t\ 'at a difficult thing. 
Mr. HAMMER. My motion is that the gentleman furnish a list to 

the committee, either verbally or in writing, of the witnesses that he 
desires to come before the committee, and I will le 'I.Ve off what their 
occupation is, if they are ashamed of it. 

(Thereupon informal discussion took place which the reporter did 
not record.) . 

Mr. BLOOM. I submit that such a proceeding is entirely out of 
order. There is nothing in the rules of the committee to warrant it. • 

' 
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■

Mr. H ammer. I vote that the gentleman be discussing this instead

of lecturing us what our duties are.

Mr. Bloom. I am the witness here before this committee, and I say

there is nothing in the rules ex acting anything of the k ind.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. C hairman, I do not understand that the two

motions are in conflict. I am sure C ongressman Bloom has no obj ec-

tion whatever to filing a list of'  the names of the people whom he

desires to appear, and I think  also we might proceed perfectly agree-

able to the rules and hear Mr. H oudini.

Mr. H ammer. I will withdraw my motion.

Mr. R athbone. I move now, as the other motion is withdrawn,

that we vote upon the motion of the C ongressman from Delaware to

hear Mr. H oudini.

Mr. McL eod. The motion of the gentleman from Delaware is that

we proceed to hear Mr. H oudini. Is there any obj ection?

(The motion prevailed.)

Mr. H ammer. N ow, I would lik e to say we ought to have some

conception of how many witnesses the proponents desire, in order

to determine the length of our hearings.

(Thereupon informal discussion took  place which the reporter did

not record.)

S TA TE ME N T O F  H A R R Y  H O UDIN I, N E W  Y O R K C ITY

Mr. McL eod. W hat is your full name?

Mr. H oudini. My name is H arry H oudini.

Mr. McL eod. W hat is your business?

Mr. H oudini. I am an author;  I am a psychic investigator for the

scientific magazines of the world;  and then I am a mysterious

entertainer.

Mr. McL eod. H ow long have you been a mysterious entertainer?

Mr. H oudini. A bout 40 years.

Mr. McL eod. Do you care to mak e a general statement?  I under-

stand you are a proponent of this bill, 8989.

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou may proceed to mak e a general statement.

Mr. H oudini. This is positively no attack  upon a religion. Please

understand that, emphatically. I am not attack ing a religion. I

respect every genuine believer in spiritualism or any other religion,

as long as it does not conflict with the laws of the country or the laws

of humanity.

But this thing they call " spiritualism,"  wherein a medium intercom-

municates with the dead, is a fraud from start to finish. There are

only two k inds of mediums, those who are mental degenerates and

who ought to be under observation, and those who are deliberate

cheats and frauds. I would not believe a fraudulent medium under

oath;  perj ury means nothing to them.

Y ou tak e a man or woman in an insane asylum and they do not

k now what they are talk ing about. H ow can you call it "  religion"

when you get men and women in a room together and feel each

other' s hands and bodies?  The inspirational mediums are not q uite

as bad as that. But they guess, and by fishing methods and by read-

ing the obituary notices get the neurotics to believe that they hear

voices and see forms.
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6 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HAMMER. I vote that the gentleman be discussing this instead 
of lecturing us what our duties are. 

Mr. BLOOM. I am the witness here before this committee, and I say 
there is nothing in the rules exacting anything of the kind. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Chairman, I do not understand that the two 
motions are in conflict. I am sure Congressman Bloom has no objec­
tion whatever to filing a list of" the names of the people whom he 
desires to appear, and I think also we might proceed perfectly agree-
able to the rules and hear Mr. Houdini. . . 

Mr. HAMMER. I will withdraw my motion. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I move now, as the other motion is withdrawn, 

that we vote upon the motion of the Congressman from Delaware to 
hear Mr. Houdini. 

Mr. McLEOD. The motion of the gentleman from Delaware is that 
wa Rroceed to hear Mr. Houdini. Is there any objection¥ 

(The motion prevailed.) 
Mr. HAMMER. Now, I would like to say we ought to have some 

conception of how many witnesses the proponents desire, in order 
to determine the length of our hearings. 

(Thereupon informal discussion took place which the reporter did 
not record.) 

STATEMENT OF HARRY HOUDINI, NEW YORK CITY 

Mr. McLEOD. What is your full name? 
Mr. HouDINI. My name is Harry Houdini. 
Mr. McLEOD. What is your business? 
Mr. HoumNI. I am an author; I am a psychic investigator for the 

scientific magazines of the world ; and then I am a mysterious 
entertainer. 

Mr. McLEOD. How long have you been a mysterious entertained 
Mr. HouDINI. About 40 years. 
Mr. McLEOD. Do you care to make a general statement? I under-

stand you are a proponent of this bill, 8989. 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. McLEOD. You may proceed to make a general statement. 
Mr. HoumNI. This is positively no attack upon a religion. Please 

understand that, emphatically. I am not attacking a religion. I 
respect every genuine believer in spiritualism or any other religion, 
as long as it does not conflict with the laws of the country or the laws . 
of humanity. 

But this thing they call "spiritualism," wherein a medium intercom­
municates with the dead, is a fraud from start to finish. There are 
only two kinds of mediums, those who are mental degenerates and 
who ought to be under observation, and those ·who are deliberate 
cheats and frauds. I would not believe a fraudulent medium under 
oath; perjury means nothing to them. 

You take a man or woman in an insane asylum and they do not 
know what they are talking about. How can you call it "religion" 
when you get men and women in a room together and feel each 
other's hands and bodies? The inspirational mediums are not quite 
as bad as that. But they guess, and by fishing methods and by read­
ing the obituary notices get the neurotics to believe that they hear 
voices and see forms. 
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In 35 years I have never seen one genuine medium. Millions of

dollars are stolen every year in A merica, and the Government have

never paid any attention to it, because they look  upon it as a religion.

S ara W inchester spent $ 5,000,000;  the celebrated j udge of N ew Y ork ,

E dmonds, spent all his fortune;  Professor H are, of Y ale C ollege,

heard voices and saw forms, and stated a lead pencil stood upright

on the table and wrote messages, and answered q uestions.

Mr. R athbone. May I ask  Mr. H oudini a q uestion?  H ave you

ex amined this bill before us carefully?

Mr. H oudini. I have read it through eight or nine times.

Mr. R athbone. This particular bill is what this committee has

before it, and not, of course, you will realize, the general subj ect of

spiritualism. Is there anything in this bill that deals with spivit-

ualism?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. That is, a fair interpretation of its language could

be applied to spiritualism?  If so, will you be good enough to point

it out to me?

Mr. H oudini. W ell, under the guise of medium, shall they tell

fortunes?  I believe— I am not sure that the law here gives clairvoy-

ants license but not mediums. A nd you can be ordained as a minister

of spiritualism

Mr. R athbone. Do you distinguish between the two?

Mr. H oudini. Mediums are clairvoyants, but that is the way to

beat the law. A  medium can practice where a clairvoyant can not.

But there should not be a distinction. (Imitating medium:) " There' s

a head comes to me, a big man with a C onfederate uniform and cap

on."  That is their way of telling things;  they don' t charge you any

fix ed price, but they beat it by tak ing donations.

In N ew Y ork  that is how the mediums work . They pretend that

they are look ing into the past and the future by mediumship, j ust

the same as when the medium is arrested, they go before the magis-

trate and say " I am the R ev. J osie S herman;  I am an ordained

minister;  "  and the magistrate does not k now that you can be illiter-

ate and yet be an ordained minister. Y ou need not study;  you don' t

have to go to school to be a reverend. O ne of my investigators had

been ordained six  times and is a pastor twice. A nd I would lik e to

tell you in front of every one that in many towns the men are de-

generates. W hen they have the women in the room— I have it all

under oath— they get the women alone, and they put their hands

all over their bodies. I have ex amined 300 mediums, and this town is

the worst I have ever struck .

Mr. R eid. W ashington, you mean?

Mr. H oudini. W ashington, absolutely. S elling luck y charms: If

you want sworn affidavits, about some of the men degenerates here

I will be glad to let you have them. They tell you how to win back

your lover. I pick ed up a paper on the street, or bought it at the

station, where some woman, L eonora— I don' t k now whether she was

investigated by my investigators or not but you can read everything

to come about loved ones. It tells you all about love. A nd they

do it under the cloak  of religion.

The first thing they do is to get approval out of the Bible. But

there is not a thing in the Bible that tells you that the dead can come

104123— 26 2
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FORTUNE TELLING 7 

In 35 years I have never seen one genuine medium. Millions of 
dollars are stolen every year in America, and the Government have 
never paid any attention to it, because they look upon it as a religion. 
Sara Winchester spent $5,000,000; the celebrated judge of New York, 
Edmonds, spent all his fortune; Professor Hare, of Yale College, 
heard voices and saw forms, and stated a lead pencil stood upright 
on the table and wrote messages, and answered questions. 

Mr. RATHBONE. May I ask Mr. Houdini e. question 1 Have you 
examined this bill before us carefully 1 

Mr. HOUDINI. I have read it thrQugh eight or nine times. 
Mr. RATHBONE. This particular bill is what this committee has 

before it1 and not, of course, you will realize, the general subject of 
spiritualism. Is there anythmg in this bill that deals with spi':it-
ualism '1 · 

Mr. HOUDINI. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That is, a fair interpretation of its language could 

be applied to spiritualism 1 If so, will you be good enough to point 
it out to me~ 

Mr. HOUDINI. Well, under the guise of medium, shall they tell 
fortunes~ I believe-I am not sure that the law here gives clairvoy­
ants license but not mediwns. And you can be ordained as a minister 
of spiritualiSIP--

Mr. RATHBONE. Do you distinguish between the two 1 
Mr. HOUDINI. Mediums are clairvoyants, but that is the way to 

beat the law. A medium can practice where a clairvoyant can not. 
But there should not be a distinction. (Imitating medium:) "There's 
a head comes to me, 'a big man with a Confederate uniform and cap 
on." That is their way of telling things; they don't charge you any 
fixed price, but they beat it by taking donations. 

In New York that is how the mediums work. They pretend that 
they are looking into the past and the future by mediumship, just 
the same as when the medium is arrested, they go before the magis­
trate and say "I am the Rev. Josie Sherman; I am an ordained 
minister; " and the magistrate does not know that you can be illiter­
ate and yet be an ordained minister. You need not study; you don't 
have to go to school to be a reverend. One of my investigators had 
been ordained six times and is a pastor twice. And I would like to 
tell you in front of every one that in many towns the men are de­
generates. When they have the women in the room-I have it all 
under oath-they get the women alQ.ne, and they put their hands 
all over their bodies. I have examined 300 mediums, and this town is 
the worst I have ever struck. 

Mr. REm. Washington, you mean~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. W aShington, absolutely. Selling lucky charms: If 

you want sworn affidavits, about some of the men degenerates here 
I will be glad to let you have them. They tell you how to win back 
your lover. I picked up a paper on the street, or bought it at the 
station, where some woman, Leonora-I don't know whether she was 
investigated by my investigators or not but you can read everything 
to come about loved ones. It tells you all about love. And they 
do it under the cloak of religion. 

The first thing they do is to get approval out of the Bible. But 
there is not a thing in the Bible that tells you that the dead can come 

104123-26---2 
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back — the spirit and the angel. I believe in spirits;  they are not

dead, and angels never die. There are so many things that they pick

up in the Bible and point it out. I will guarantee that if you will

give me any passage in the Bible and j ust let me interpret it, and

I will prove it does not mean a thing in spiritualism. Their only

hiding place is behind the Bible. But I don t care what passage you

bring, I will give you an interpretation that shows it has not a

thing to do v ith some one in human form who came back .

The Bible stales about the spirit, lik e the transfiguration. That

took  place in full light, not lik e the witch in a dark , dirty place.

H ere in W ashington I believe I spent at least $ 2,000 in buying

luck y charms. E very medium with a few ex ceptions would sell my

investigators luck y charms. I have them all and will let you have

them;  and they all claim that they are mediums.

Mr. R athbonk  Mr. H oudini, the point I am trying to mak e is

this: Y ou are atl ack ing spiritualism?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou are attack ing the practice of occultism?

Mr. H oudini. N o, I am attack ing fraudulent mediums. If there

are any genuine 7mediums I have never met one.

Mr. H ammer. 1 understood you to say that all spiritualist mediums

are frauds. I think  you are correct.

Mr. H oudini. I do think  so.

Mr. H ammer. S piritualism is under the guise of religion, and it is

mighty difficult for us to legislate about it and I oppose legislative

restrictions as to matters of conscience.

Mr. H oudini. Then. I will say that in 35 years every one that has

practiced as a medium is a fraud.

Mr. Gilbert. I concede all that. But, what is the use of us legis-

lating about it.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou will stop people being robbed under the guise

of mediumship and they will simply have to tak e donations. O ne

woman ask ed $ 500 for a luck y charm right here in W ashington.

Mr. Gilbert. Y ou believe the old adage of S olomon which said

" A  fool and his money are soon parted? "

Mr. H oudini. I believe it is time to try to do something in this

regard.

Mr. Gilbert. There is nothing in this bill about the "  charm."

Mr. H oudini. A . fool resorts to it. If you were to die and your

wife went to a medium, they would rob her of every penny by

claiming to bring your spirit back .

Mr. R athbone, I don' t say that this bill deals with what is k nown

as spiritualism or mediums in the ordinary acceptation of those

terms, and if yo" i would be good enough— we want light— to point

out that portion of the bill that you think  does deal with that par-

ticular subj ect, I would be obliged to you.

Mr. H oudini. It says "  pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick

or other means, by the use of cards or other implements or instru-

ments, fraudulently obtains from another person property of any

description;  any person pertending to remove spells."

Mr. R athbone. Do you think  that is spiritualism?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir. If they are not mediums they can not

practice. A t least, it is a step toward progress.
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8 .JORTUNE TELLING 

back-the spirit and the angel. I believe in spirits; they are not 
dead, and angels never die. There are so many things that they pick 
up in the Bible and point it out. I will guarantee that if you will 
give me any passage in the Bible and just let me interpret it, and 
I will prove it does not mean a thing in ~iritualism. Their only 
hiding place is behind the ·Bible. But I don t care what passage you 
bring, I will give you an interpretation that shows it has not a 
thing to do 'rith some one in human form who came back. 

The Bible states about the spirit, like the transfiguration. That 
took place in full light, not like the witch in a dark, dirty place. 

Here in Washington I believe I spent at least $2,000 in buying 
lucky charms. Every medium with a few exceptions would sell my 
investigators lucky charms. I have them all and will let yqu have 
them; and they a.11 claim that they are mediums. 

Mr. RATHBONY.\, Mr. Houdini, the point I am trying to make is 
this : You are at1 acking spiritualism? 

Mr. HouDINI. No. 
Mr. RATHBONE. You are attacking the practice of occultism~ 
Mr. HouDINI. No, I am attacking· fraudulent mediums. If there · 

are any genuine mediums I have never met one. 
Mr. HAMMER. ( understood you to say that all spiritualist mediums 

are frauds. I th ink you are correct. 
Mr. Hounnn. I do think so. 
Mr. HAM~IER. Spiritualism is under the guise of religion, and it is 

mighty difficult for us to legislate about it and I oppose legislative 
restrictions as to matters of· conscience. 

Mr. HOUDINI. Then. I will say that in 35 years every one that has 
practiced as a mll3dium is a fraud. 

Mr. GrLBEHT. X concede all that. But, what is the use of us legis­
lating about it. 

Mr. HoumNr. You will stop people being robbed under the guise 
of mediumship and they will simply have to take donations. One 
woman asked $500 for a lucky charm right here in W ashin~n. 

Mr. GILBERT. You believe the old adage of Solomon which said 
"A fool and his money are soon parted?" 

Mr. HouDINI. { believe it is time to try to do something in this 
regard. 

:Mr. GILBERT. There is nothing in this bill about the" charm." 
Mr. HouDINI. A. fool resorts to it. If you were to die and your 

wife went to a medium, they would rob her of every penny by 
claiming to bring your spirit back. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I don't say that this bill deals with what is known 
as spiritualism or mediums in the ordinary acceptation of those 
terms, and i£ yo~1 would be good enough-we want light-to point 
out that portion of the bill that you think does deal with that par:­
ticular subject, I would be obliged to you. 

Mr. HouDINI. It says" pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick 
or other means, by the use of cards or other implements or mstru­
ments, fraudulently obtains from another person property of any 
description; any person pertendin~ to remove spells.' 

Mr. RATHBONE. Do you think that is spiritualism~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes, sir. If they are not mediums they can not 

practice. At least, it is a step toward progress. 
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Mr. R eid. I would lik e to have you tell about the conditions in

W ashington. This bill applies to W ashington, and if there is some-

thing that is not right it ought to be removed.

Mr. H oudini. In this town at $ 25 you are licensing black mailing,

to rob, and to steal, under the clairvoyant license, and it is under

that authority— I had the number when I was here— 60,000 or

70,000 girls, the great maj ority of whom, when they come into a

medium' s place are shown a license hanging on the wall, and the

poor girls think  that means it is authenticated by the Government.

They don' t realize that that only means a license. Mediums say,

" There you are. If I was not genuine I could not get a license."

Mr. Gilbert. W ould the gentleman be so cruel as to deprive a

blushing young girl of 15 or 16 and a country swain of paying

a dime and getting a picture of their future sweetheart, or be told

he is " going on a long j ourney " ?  Do you think  it is a matter

for us to go into?

Mr. H oudini. I will show you murders and suicides, and

where a medium has called a number of old men and women to

finish their lives in order to j oin their friends. W hy license a

thief?  Y ou let them do it and get away with it;  but why license

it?

Mr. McL eod. It is possible to have a genuine clairvoyant, is

it not?

Mr. H oudini. It is impossible, I claim. I will give $ 10,000 to any

clairvoyant in the world that will do one test.

Mr. R eid. W hat is the test?

Mr. H oudini. A ny test I want them to do.

Mr. R eid. L et us get the $ 10,000.

Mr. H oudini. Unfortunately I didn' t bring it with me. But I

can telegraph for the money, if you wish.

Mr. McL eod. There are witnesses here.

Mr. H oudini. They will say under oath and swear to it;  I tell

you I would not believe a clairvoyant or fraudulent medium under

oath, so help me God.

Mr. McL eod. W ould you by proof?

Mr. H oudini. By proof, yes;  certainly by proof.

Mr. McL eod. H ere is a witness that can prove it.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you been fighting them?

Mr. H oudini. A bout 35 years.

Mr. R eid. H ave you been fairly successful?

Mr. H oudini. I have had more mediums arrested in two years

than.have been arrested in seventy, because I k now their trick s;  I

k now how to catch them.

Mr. H ouston. Y ou have never tried to catch them on a test,

have you?

Mr. H oudini. O n a test?  [ Turning to the audience.]  Tell me

the name my mother called me when I was born?  [ N o response.]

Tell me the pet name my father used to call me?  [ N o response.]

(A t this point Mr. H oudini threw on the committee table the

crumpled piece of paper.) .

Mr. H ouston. W e ought to k now something about the subj ect

matter.

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

FORTUNE 'l'ELLING 

Mr. REID. I would like to have yol,l tell about the conditions in 
Washington. This bill applies to V\r ashington, and if there is some· 
thing that is not right it ought to be removed. 

'Mr. HouDINI. In this town at $25 you are licensing blackmailing, 
to rob, and to steal, under the clairvoyant license, and it is under 
that authority-I had the number when I was here-60,000 or 
70,000 girls, the. great majority of whom, when they come into a 
medium's place are shown a license hanging on the wall, and the 
poor girls think that means it is authenticated by the Government. 
They don't realize that that only means a license. Mediums say, 
" There you are. If I was not genuine I could not get a license." 

Mr. GILBERT. 'Vould the gentleman be so cruel as to deprive a 
blushing young girl of 15 or 16 and a country swain of paying 
a dime and getting a picture of their future sweetheart, or be told 
he is " going on a long journey "? Do you think it is a matter 
for us to go into~ 

Mr. HOUDINI. I will show you murders and suicides, and 
where a medium has called a number of old men and women to 
finish their lives in order to join their friends. 'Vhy license a 
thief~ You let them do it and get away with it; but why license 
it~ 

l\fr. McLEOD. It is possible to have a genuine clairvoyant, is 
it not~ , 

}fr. HouDINI. It is impossible, I claim. I will give $10,000 to any 
clairvoyant in the world that will do one test. 

:Mr. REID. 1Vhat is the test? 
}lr. HouDINI. Any test I want them to do. 
~Ir. REID. Let us get the $10,000. 
l\Ir. HouDINI. lJnfortunately I didn't bring it with me. But I 

can telegraph for the money, if you wish. 
l\Ir. McLEOD. There are witnesses here. · 
}fr. HOUDINI. They will say under oath and swear to it; I tell 

you I would not believe a clairvoyant or fraudulent medium under 
oath, so help me God. · 

~Ir. McLEOD. '\Vould you by proof~ 
~Ir. HoumNr. By proof, yes; certainly by proof. 
Mr. McLEOD. Here is a witness that can prove it. 
~Ir. REID. How long have you been fightmg them 1 
Mr. HouDINI. About 35 years. 
l\fr. REID. Have you been fairly successful? 
~Ir. HouDINI. I have had more mediums arrested in two years 

than.pave been arrested in seventy, because I know their tricks; I 
know how to catch them. 

l\fr. HousTON. You have never tried to catch them on a test, 
have you1 

Mr. Houn1N1. On a test~ [Turning to the audience.] Tell me 
the name my mother called me when I was born~ [No response.] 
Tell me the pet name my father used to call me 1 [No response.] 

(At this point Mr. Houdini threw on the committee table the 
crumpled piece of paper.) • 

. Mr. HousTON. We ought to know something about the subject 
matter. 
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Mr. H oudini. Y ou ask ed for a test?

Mr. H ouston. S ure.

Mr. H oudini. H ere is a telegram [ turning to the audience] .

H ead that, you clairvoyant mediums and show me up. Tell the con-

tents of that telegram. [ N o response.]

Mr. R eid. I will tell you what it says: " Please send more money."

Mr. H oudini. Does anybody want to read that wire?

Mr. R eid. I have made a guess.

Mr. H oudini. S he [ indicating one of the audience]  is a clair-

voyant.

Mr. R eid. I said, "  Please send more money."

Mr. H oudini. Y ou can mak e your own deduction. That is j ust

what it is. Y ou are not a clairvoyant?

Mr. R eid. O h, yes;  I am. [ L aughter.]

Mr. H oudini. A ll right, if you are a clairvoyant, tell me what

this wire is. Go ahead. [ Producing another telegram.]

Mr. R eid. It is ask ing if it didn' t come?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir. E verybody guesses at it.

Mr. Gilbert. I raise the point of order that the gentleman' s time

has ex pired.

Mr. R eid. I move that his time be ex tended five minutes. I want

to k now more about it.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. H oudini is an enthusiast, and he is what you

might call an ex tremist. I am the son of a Methodist minister, and

I agree with him. I am bound to, if I follow my "  raising."  S ooth-

sayers and fortune tellers are not to my lik ing, and I have no confiT

dence in them. But it seems to me that if this bill means what you

say it means, I am lik e Mr. Gilbert, but I am not in favor of shutting

him off.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. H oudini came a great way, and I think  he ought

to be heard.

Mr. Gilbert. I believe absolutely in what the gentleman says, but

we are here to pass an act of C ongress, and we are mak ing ourselves

ridiculous with this bill. This bill would prevent children tak ing a

deck  of cards and sitting around home and telling fortunes.

Mr. R eid. A s Methodists we are against them.

Mr. Gilbert. I believe in S anta C laus and I believe in fairies,

in a way, and the gentleman is tak ing the matter entirely too seri-

ously. A nd these other witnesses are here on a matter of real

importance, on this j ury bill. W e are not going to bring in on the

floor of the H ouse any bill having to do with the telling of fortunes,

and, as I said, would you be so cruel as to deprive a young country

fellow of the pleasure of getting a picture of his sweetheart or

being told he is " going on a long j ourney,"  and all that frivolous

stuff?

Mr. H oudini. Y ou are wrong in your statement. Pardon me.

Y ou go to those people that charge $ 500 and they say, "  W oman, you

have been intimate with a certain man."  Y ou are preventing black -

mail;  you are not stopping little children from enj oying themselves

with innocent pastime.

Mr. Gilbert. I am with you on that proposition in reference to

obtaining money under false pretenses and there is a law that will

cover that. W e do not want to bring in a bill that will go into these

frivolous matters covered by this bill.
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}fr. ·HOUDINI. y OU asked for a test¥ 
Mr. HousTON. Sure. • 
Mr. HoUDINI. Here is a telegram. [turning to the audience]. 

Read that, you clairvoyant mediums and show me up. Tell the con­
tents of that telegram. [No response.] 

Mr. REID. I will tell you what it sa.ys: " Please send more money." 
Mr. HoUDINI. Does anybody want to read that wire¥ 
Mr. REID. I have made a guess. 
Mr. HouDINI. She [indicating one of the audience] is a clair-

voyafit. . 
Mr. REID. I said," Please send more money." 
Mr. HOUDINI. You can make your own deduction. That is just 

what it is. You are not a clairvoyant? 
Mr. REID. Oh, yes; I am. [Laughter.] . 
Mr. HOUDINI. All right, if you are a clairvoyant, tell me what 

this wire is. Go ahead. [Producing another telegram.] . 
Mr. REID. It is asking if it didn't come~ 
M.r. HouDINI. No, sir. Everybody guesses at it. 
Mr. GILBERT. I raise the point of order that the gentleman's time 

has expired. · 
Mr. REID. I move that his time be extended five minutes. I want 

to know more about it. 
Mr. HAMMER. l\fr. Houd,ini is an enthusiast, and he is what you 

might call an extremist. I am the son of a Methodist minister, and 
I agree with him. I am bound to, if I follow my" raising." Sooth­
sayers and fortune tellers are not to my likin~, and I have no confi-: 
dence in them. ·But ,it seems to me that if this bill means what you 
say it means, I am like Mr. Gilbert, but I am not in favor of shutting 
him off. 

Mr. BLOOM. Mr. Houdini came a great way, and I think he ought 
to be heard. 

Mr. GILBERT. I believe absolutely in what the gentleman says, but 
we are here to pass an act of Congress, and we are making ourselves 
ridiculous with this bill. This bill would prevent children taking a 
deck of cards and sitting around home and telling fortunes. 

Mr. REID. As Methodists we are against them. 
Mr. GILBERT. I believe in Santa Claus and I believe in fairies, 

in a way, and the gentleman is taking the ma.tter entirely too seri­
ously. And these other witnesses· are here Gil a matter of real 
importance, on this jury bill. We are not going to bring in on the 
floor of the House any bill having to do with the telling of fortunes, 
and, as I said, would you be so cruel as to deprive a young coµntry 
:fellow of the pleasure of getting a picture of his sweetheart or 
being told he is "going on a long journey," and all that frivolous 
stuff? 

Mr. HouDINI. You are wrong in your statement. Pardon me. 
You go to those people that charge $500 and they say, " Woman, you 
have been intimate with a certain man." You are preventing black­
ma.il; you are not stopping little children from enJoying themselves 
with innocent pastime. 

Mr. GILBER1.'. I am with you on that proposition in reference to 
<>btaining money under false pretenses and there is a law that will 
cover that. We do not want to bring in a b,ill that will go into these 
:frivolous matters covered by this bill. · 
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Mr. R athbone. W ill the gentleman yield a moment?  I would!

lik e to say to my good friend from N ew Y ork  [ Mr. Bloom]  in all

sincerity, that I am convinced, of course, that there is a real evil

in certain cases. But I don' t think  that this bill as drafted is going

to reach j ust the men you want to reach, and if I might mak e bold

to offer a suggestion, I should think  really that the bill should be

redrafted before you attempt to cover j ust what Mr. H oudini has

in mind. I don' t think  your bill will cover the point.

Mr. H oudini. May I ex plain this?

Mr. R eid. W hat is the motion the gentleman would mak e?

Mr. Gilbert. My motion is that we lay this whole matter on the

table.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou k now what high regard I have for not only

the ability, character, and fairness of the gentleman from Kentuck y.

But suppose we were to do what he wants us to do— it would en-

courage every scoundrel and every perpetrator of fraud, both men

and women, in this city to go in their nefarious employment and say

that C ongress is not going to interfere or prevent that k ind of rob-

bery, and it is a mistak e. Mr. Gilbert is a man personally who is

above reproach, as well as possessing great ability for clear think ing.

But he is disgusted with it because he is an old-time J effersonian

Democrat.

Mr. Bloom. I think  I am entitled to j ust a little consideration. I

want to have that motion put, because I want to find out whether or

not the C ongress and the committees of C ongress are going to give

some protection to the people of the District of C olumbia that need

protection. It is the people who need it, and if we are not going to

give it, all right.

Mr. Gilbert. L et me call the attention of the gentleman from

N ew Y ork  to the fact that this bill does not cover that proposition.

H is bill is " A ny person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or

stolen goods may be found, or any person or any child who, by

means of a deck  of cards device, pretends fortune telling by any trick

or other means by the use of cards, or other implements or instru-

ments, fraudulently obtains property from another person is com-

mitting a violation of law."

Mr. Bloom. The gentleman didn' t say that in his motion. The

gentleman says if anyone wants to clo that and wants to pay 10 cents

for a picture of her sweetheart or get other information that is going

to get some enj oyment or pleasure, let them do it.

Mr. Gilbert. They can not do it if this bill becomes a law.

Mr. Bloom. J ust a minute. They are tak ing $ 10,000 or $ 50,000

away from them under the pretense'  of being a fortune teller.

Mr. R athbone. W ill the gentleman from Kentuck y yield?

Mr. Gilbert. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. W ill the gentleman not permit us to continue the

hearing in order to give opportunity for others to be heard when we

have more time, and possibly, if our friend from N ew Y ork  saw fit

to do so, to redraft the bill?

Mr. Gilbert. If any member of the committee wants to go ahead

with this ridiculous proposition, I have no obj ection.

Mr. Bloom. This bill has been held constitutional by the S tate of

N ew Y ork .

Mr. Gilbert. C onstitutional, but ridiculous.
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}fr. RATHBONE. "Will the gentleman yield a moment~ I would 
like to say to my good friend from New York [Mr. Bloom] in a~l. 
sincerity, that I am convinced, of course, that there ,is a real evil 
in certain cases. But I don't think that this bill as drafted is going 
to reach just the men you want to reach, and if I might make bold 
to off er a suggestion, I should think really that the bill should be 
redrafted before you. attempt to cover just what Mr. Houdini has 
in mind. I don't think your bill will cover the point. 

Mr. HouDINI. May I explain this? 
Mr. REID .. "\Vhat is the motion the gentleman would make? . 
Mr. GILBERT. My motion is that we lay this whole matter on the­

table. 
Mr. HAMMER. You .know what high regard I have for not only 

the ability, character, and fairness of the gentleman from Kentucky. 
But suppose we were to do what he wants us to do-it would' en­
courage every scoundrel and every perpetrator of fraud, both men 
and women, m this city to go in their nefarious employment and say 
that Congress is not going to interfere or prevent that kind of rob­
bery, and it is a mistake. Mr. Gilbert is a man personally who is 
·above reproach, as well as possessing great ability for clear thinking~ 
But he 1s disgusted with it because he is an old-time Jeffersonian 
Democrat. 

Mr. BLOOM. I think I am entitled to just a little consideration. I 
want to have that motion put, because I want to find out whether or 
not the Congress and the committees of Congress are going to give 
some protection to the people of the District of Columbia that need 
protection. It is the people who need it, and if we are not going to 
give it, all right. 

Mr. GILBERT. Let me call the attention of the gentleman from 
New York to the fact that this bill does not cover that proposition. 
His bill is "Any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or 
stolen goods may be found, or any person or a_ny child who, by 
means of a deck of cards device, pretends fortune telling by any trick 
or other means by the use of cards, or other implements or mstru­
ments, fraudulently obtains property f:r:om another person is com­
mitting a violation of law." 

Mr. Bwol\I. The gentleman didn't say that in his motion. The 
gentleman says if anyone wants to do that and wants to pay 10 cents: 
for a picture of her sweetheart or get other information that is going 
to get some enjoyment or pleasure, let them do it. 

Mr. GILBEnT. Thev can not do it if this b:i.11 bP-comes a law. 
Mr. BLOOM. Just 'a minute. They are taking $10,000 or $50,000 

away from them under the pretense of being a fortune teller. 
Mr. RATHBONE. 'Vill the gentleman· from Kentucky yield? 
Mr. Gu.BERT. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. 'Vill the g-entleman not permit us to continue the 

hearing in order to give opportunity for others to be heard when we 
have more time, and possibly, if our friend from New York saw fit 
to do so, to redraft the bill? 

Mr. GILBERT. If any member of the committee wants to go ahead 
with this ridiculous proposition, I have no objection. 

Mr. BLOOM. This bill has been held constitutional by the State of 
New York. 

Mr. GILBERT. Constitutional, but ridiculous. 
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Mr. R athbone. I suggest that we do not pass upon this matter

finally but that it be continued until a later time.

Mr. R eid. I move consideration of my original motion to give

the gentleman 10 minutes more.

(Thereupon informal discussion took  place, which was not re-

corded.)

Mr. R eid. W ill you confine your statement in regard to W ash-

ington?

Mr. H oueini. This bill is no attack  against spiritualism. This

bill, as near as I can understand it, is to prevent anyone under any

pretense whatsoever of robbing the public. There have been millions

of dollars tak en from unsuspecting persons by these people;  for

ex ample, the C lara Barton case, involving $ 70,000, which four week s

ago was decided against the medium. The lady told me she was not

a medium.

Mr. R eid. Is that a W ashington case?

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  and I have the case here. I have the record

here. May I consult it?

Mr. R eid. Y es;  certainly.

Mr. H oudini. I want to go on record as not attack ing a religion,

but as attack ing a medium who is ordained and is a minister of

spiritualism, whereas if they have a law lik e this a medium could

not mak e any money under the guise of religion.

Mr. R eid. W hat do you have to do to become a minister?

Mr. H oudini. N othing. To be a spiritualistic minister you must

pretend to see forms and hear voices, and then you are ordained.

Mr. R eid. Don' t you ever see things?

Mr. H oudini. N ot imaginary or have hallucinations.

Mr. R eid. The lady there says it is not so.

Mr. H oudini. It may not be so;  but here is my evidence. It is true

and here are my investigators. H ere is an ordained minister of

spiritualism, and he will come right in town and they get the money

through the people.

Mr. R eid. I thought this phrase: " A ny person pretending to tell

fortunes for reward or compensation where lost or stolen goods may

be found,"  was interfering with the police department getting a

reward.

Mr. H oudini. O h, no. H ere are the letters. [ Producing roll of

cloth 50 feet long on which was pasted photostat copies of letters,

ordinations, and certificates of churches.]  A ll of these are ordina-

tions, and with one of these they say, "  I am an ordained minister of

spiritualism,"  and they practice clairvoyance.

Mr. R eid. L et me see it.

Mr. H oudini. I own a church in W orcester. They lie;  they say

our investigators stole them. That is what they say, " falsify"  or

" misrepresent,"  that " I stretch the truth,"  or " they pilfered this

when they were not look ing."

Mr. R eid. H ow can you obj ect to strong words?

Mr. H oudini. I don' t obj ect to it. Y ou can stop people telling

fortunes, of course.

Mr. R eid. W hat is that church?

Mr. H oudini. A  N ew J ersey church;  six  times ordained.

Mr. R eid. Do you get more money if you are six  times ordained?
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·'12 l!'OBTUNE TELLING 

Mr. RATHBONE. I suggest that we do not pe.ss upon this matter 
finally but that it be continued until a later time. 

Mr. REID. I move consideration of my original motion to give 
the gentleman 10 minutes more. 

(Thereupon informal discussion took place, which was not re­
corded.) 

Mr. REID. ·will you confine your statement in regard to Wash­
ington~ 

Mr. HomINI. This bill is no attack against spiritualism. This 
bill, as near as I can understand it, is to prevent anyone under any 
pretense whatsoever of robbing the pnblic. There have been millions 
of dollars taken from unsuspecting persons by these people; fo<r 
example, the Clara Barton case, involving $70,000, which four weeks 
agQ was decided against the medium. The lady told me she was not 
a medium. 

Mr. REID. Is that a Washington case~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes; and I have the case here. I have the record 

here. May I consult it~ 
Mr. REID. Yes; certainly. 
Mr. HoumNI. I want to go on record as not attacking a religion, 

but as attacking a medium who is ordained and is a minister of 
spiritualism, whereas if they have a law like this a medium could 
not make any money under the guise of religion. 

Mr. REID. 'Vhat do you have to do to become a ministed 
Mr. HOUDINI. Nothmg. To be a spiritualistic minister you must 

pretend to see forms and hear voices, and then you are ordained. 
Mr. REID. Don't you ever see things~ • 
Mr. HOUDINI. Not imaginary or have hallucinations. 
Mr. REID. The lady there says it is not so. 
Mr. HOUDINI. It may not be so; but here is my evidence. It is true 

and here are my investigators. Here is an ordained minister 'of 
spiritualism, and he will come right in town and they get the money 
through the people. 

Mr. REID. I thought this phrase: "Any person pretending to tell 
fortunes for reward or compensation where lost or stolen goods may 
be found," was interfering with the police department getting a 
reward. 

Mr. Houm ... ~1. Oh, no. Here are the letters. [Producing roll of 
cloth 50 feet long on which was pasted photostat copies of letters, 
ordinations, and certificates of churches.] All of these are ordina­
tions, and with one of these they say, " I am an ordained minister of 
spiritualism," and they practice clairvoyance. 

Mr. REID. Let me see it. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I own a church in Worcester. They lie; they say 

our investigators stole them. That is what they say, "falsify" or 
" misrepresent," that " I stretch the truth," or " they pilfered this 
when they were not looking." 

Mr. REID. How can you object to stroncr words~ 
Mr. HoumNI. I don't object to jt. ~u can stop people telling 

fortunes, of course. 
Mr. REID. What is that church 1 
Mr. HouDINI. A New Jersey church; six times ordained. 
Mr. REID. Do you ~(}t mo~e ~qney if you are six times ordained 1 



F O R TUN E  TE L L IN G 13

Mr. H oudini. N o. But I did that to show that was a fraud, and

they said, "  H ere are the original letters;  here is where the man took

the receipt."

Mr. R eid. A re these all yours?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir;  I collected them.

Mr. R eid. Y ou had your men admitted to become ministers?

Mr. H oudini. L adies;  I don' t use males, or rarely do. These are

all ordinations, and these are what they say are all fak e writings,

but I have the originals and these are photostat copies. This is the

suck er list.

Mr. R eid. W hat do you mean by " suck er list" ?

Mr. H oudini. People who are duped. S he has 40,000 names of

people whose fortunes she has told and I manage I to get 4,500. I

had her arrested in N ew Y ork  and the only way we could get her

was on account of this law that a minister only at ; ends to the death

and blessing and consoling.

Mr. R eid. Did you ever convict anybody?

Mr. H oudini. O h, yes;  Mrs. C ecil C ook  was arrestt-d and fined

$ 100, and the editor of this magazine merely helps send his people

to be robbed by these fraudulent mediums.

Mr. R eid. This is q uite a business?

Mr. H oudini. N o one k nows the millions in this. I could

guarantee to come to W ashington and get $ 200,000 or $ 300,000, and

yet you can not touch me.

Mr. Gilbert. By this you would deprive all the S tate fairs in

the United S tates of one of their main attractions for obtaining

funds. A t the Kentuck y S tate fair last year I saw boys and girls

j ust as a nice j ok e and fun, going in and having their fortunes told.

W hy don' t you limit your men to the serious things and not cover

fortune telling?

Mr. H oudini. Is it not true of the different sheriffs that these

fortune tellers come in and fix  it?

Mr. Gilbert. It is not true.

Mr. H oudini. W ith every circus I was ^  ith I found they " fix ed"

the town.

Mr. R eid. Y ou don' t mean bribed public officials?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  certainly not. But if you think  black mail

legalized is all right, it is up to you.

Mr. Gilbert. N o, I don' t think  black mail is all right.

Mr. R eid. Mr. Gilbert says innocent fun should not be stopped.

Mr. Gilbert. Y ou have a bill that not only stops that, but stops

all innocent fun.

Mr. H oudini. I disagree with you. O ne of these mediums will

say to a woman, " Y ou have been intimate with some man,"  and

then proceed to black mail her.

Mr. R eid. N ew Y ork  is a bad city anyhow.

Mr. H oudini. I am talk ing about W ashington,

Mr. R eid. They don' t do that here?

Mr. H oudini. They do that right here in this town.

Mr. R eid. W here?  H ave you got a list?

Mr. H oudini. Y es. I advertised and I told them to come and

mak e a test for $ 10,000.

Mr. Gilbert. Is the gentleman aware that all that is covered by

law, and that this would ex tend it into the trh ia]  field?
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FORTUNE TELLING 13 
Mr. HouDINI. No. But I did that to show that was a fraud, and 

they said, " Here are the original letters; here is where the man took 
the receipt." 

Mr. REID. Are these. all yours? 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir; I collected them. 
Mr. REID. You had your men admitted to become ministers? 
Mr. HoUDnn. Ladies; I don't use males, or rarely do. These are 

all ordinations, and these are what they say are all fake writings, 
but I have the originals and these are photostat copies. This is the 
sucker list. 

Mr. REID. What do you mean by "sucker list"? 
Mr. HOUDINI. People who are duped. She has 40,000 names of 

people whose fortunes she has told and I manage l to get 4,500. I 
had her arrested in New York and the only way we could get her 
was on account of this law that a minister only at ;ends to the death 
and blessing and consoling. 

Mr. REID. Did you ever convict anybody? 
Mr. HOUDINI. Oh, yes; Mrs. Cecil Cook was arrestt.d and fined 

$100, and the editor of this magazine merely helps send his pe0ple 
to be robbed by these fraudulent mediums. 

Mr. REID~ This is quite a business? 
Mr. HOUDINI. No one knows the millions in this. I could 

guarantee to come to Washington and get $200,000 or $300,000, and 
yet you can not touch me. · 

Mr. GILBERT. By this you would deprive all the State fairs in 
the United States of one of their main attractions ft>r obtaining 
funds. At the Kentucky State fair last year I saw boys and girls 
just as a nice joke and fun, going in and having their fortunes told. 
Why don't you limit your men t-0 the serious things and not cover 
fortune telling? 

Mr. HouDINI. Is it not true of the different sheriffs · that these 
fortune tellers come in and fix iU 

Mr. Gn.iBERT. It is not true. 
Mr. HouDINI. w·ith every circus I was "'ith I found they "fixed" 

the town. . 
Mr. REID. You don't mean bribed public officials? 
Mr. HouDINI. No; certainly not. But if you think blackmail 

legalized is all right, it is up to you. 
Mr. Gn.iBERT. No, I don't think blackmail is all right. 
Mr. REID. Mr. Gilbert says innocent fun should not be stopped. 
Mr. GILBERT. You have a bill that not only stops that, but stops 

all innocent fun. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I disagree with you. One of these mediums will 

say to a woman, "You have been intimate with some man," and 
then proceed to blackmail her. · 

Mr. REID. New York is a bad city anyhow. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I am talking about Washington,. 
Mr. REID. They don't do that here? 
Mr. HouDINI. They do that right here in this \,own. 
Mr. REID. Where~ Have you got a list? 
Mr. HoumNI. Yes. I advertised and I told them to come a.nd 

make a test for $10,000. 
Mr. G11.iBERT. Is the gentleman aware that all that is covered· by 

law, and that this would extend it into the tridaJ field! 
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Mr. H oudini. I differ with you. It would stop people with titles

being common robbers.

Mr. Bloom. A ren' t you licensing them now at $ 25 and thus giving

to the licensee that which this bill is trying to prevent?

Mr. McL eod. The gentleman' s time has ex pired.

Mr. E eid. I move that he have 10 minutes more. I took  up the

most of his time.

Mr. H oudini. H ere is a big case in C hicago, where they set a

woman crazy. The medium was a fortune teller and they got $ 5,000

from the woman, and the j udge sent me that, as have different j udges

of the various S tates. Do you k now the j udge?

Mr. R eid. I k now him well— J udge W right.

Mr. H ammer. I didn' t understand what your occupation is.

Mr. H oudini. I am a syndicate writer;  I am an author, and I

am a mystifier, which means I am an illusionist.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou don' t claim to be able to do anything by divine

power?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir;  I am human. But mediums are trying

to say I am psychic. That is not true.

Mr. H ammer. H ave you any religious views?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir;  I am the son of a rabbi. F or hundreds of

years my forbears were rabbi.

Mr. H ammer. W here were you born?

Mr. H oudini. I was born in W isconsin in 1874.

Mr. Bloom. E verything you do is j ust as a magician?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir;  I call it " mystification."  But I do trick s

nobody can ex plain.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not claim divine power?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. But these mediums do?

Mr. McL eod (interposing). Y ou claim you have psychic power?

Mr. H oudini. They say I have. N o one has;  we are all born

alik e.

Mr. H ammer. These people claim they have divine power. Don' t

you think  it is very difficult to do anything along the line of stop-

ping them?  I am talk ing to you. Y ou have a religion;  and I ask

you whether, under our form of government, if we ought not to go

very slow before we enact legislation along this line?  I want some

sort of a bill;  this N ew Y ork  law or something. I am in favor of

amending and mak ing stronger the law to prevent these things you

have ex posed, in doing which you have performed a great service,

although you are rather severe in your strictures of those who dis-

agree with you.

Mr. H oudini. If you had seen people in insane asylums, you would

agree with me. I have a list here of about 40 names.

Mr. H ammer. I don' t think  soothsayers and gamblers ought to

be allowed in county fairs where children go. W e ought to have

clean county fairs.

Mr. Bloom. May I read something in reply to Mr. H ammer' s

q uestion, from the N ew Y ork  decisions?

W here a palmist or astrologist merely gives general advice as to the future,

no fortune telling is involved;  but where she prophesies as to future events

she brings herself within the language of the statute. (People v. Malcom.

1915, 90 misc. 517, 154, N . Y .)
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14 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HouDINI. I diif er with you. It would stop people with titles 
being common robbers. · 

Mr. BLOOM. Aren't you licensing them now at $25 and thus giving 
to the licensee that which this bill is trying to prevent~ 

Mr. McLEOD. The gentleman's time has expired. 
Mr. REID. I move that he have 10 minutes more. I took up the 

most of his time. 
Mr. Ho um NI. Here is a big case in Chicago, where they set a. 

woman crazy. 'J,'he medium was a fortune teller and they got $5,000 
from the woman, and the judge sent me thati as have different judges 
of the various States. Do you know th~ ju<lge ~ 

Mr. REID. I know him well-Judge Wright. 
Mr. HAMMER. I didn't understand what your occupation is. 
Mr. HoumNI. I am a syndicate writer; I am an author, and I 

am a mystifier, which means Iain an illusionist. 
Mr. HAMMER. You don't claim to be able to do anything by divine 

power~ 
Mr. HouDINI. No, sir; I am human. But mediums are trying 

to say I am psychic. That is not true. 
Mr. HAl-IMER. Have you any religious views~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir; I am the son of a rabbi. For hundreds of 

years my forbears were rabbi. 
Mr. HAMMER. Where were you born¥ 
Mr. HouDINI. I was born in Wisconsin in 1874. 
Mr. BLOOM. Everything you do is just as a magician~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir; I call it "mystification." But I do tricks 

nobody can explain. 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not claim di vine power¥· 
Mr. HouDINI. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMl\lER. But these mediums doW 
Mr. McLEOD (interposing). You claim you have psychic power'? 
Mr. HouDINI. They say I have. No one has; we are all born 

alike. 
Mr. HAMMER. These people claim they have divine power. Don't 

you think it is very difficult to do anything along the line of stop­
ping them~ I am talking to you. You have a religion; and I ask 
you whether, under our form of government, if we ought not to go 
very slow before we enact legislation along this line¥ I want some 
sort of a bill; this New York law or something. I am in favor of 
amending and making stronger the law to prevent these things you 
have exposed, in doing which you have performed a great service, 
although you are rather severe in your strictures of those who dis-
agree with you. · 

Mr. HouDINI. If you had seen people in insane asylums, you would 
agree with me. I have a list here of about 40 names. 

Mr. HAMMER. I don't think soothsayers and gamblers ought to 
be allowed in county fairs where children go. We ought to have 
clean county fairs. 

Mr. BLOOM. May I read something in reply to Mr. Hammer's 
question, from the New York decisions~ 

Where a palmist or astrologist merely gives general advice- as to the future, 
no fortune telling is involved ; but where she prophesies as to future events 
she brings herself within the language of the statute. (People v. Malcom. 
1915, 90 misc. 517, 154, N. Y.) ... 
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Mr. H oudini. A strology does not come under the head of fortune

telling.

Mr. H ammer. O ne of them here says she prophesied H arding' s

nomination. I also did that six  months before he was nominated,

and I am not even an astute politician.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. H oudini, tell us about W ashington.

Mr. H oudini. W ashington is the only place where you can buy a

license for $ 25 with which to black mail and rob the public. Y ou

are protecting those fortune tellers who under different guises and

titles pretend to see things in the future. They have not got one

genuine medium in W ashington. If they had, they would have gone

after me. They say they can.

Mr. H ammer. C ouldn' t you amend the license law in such a way

as to accomplish the purpose you desire?  W e don' t allow fortune

telling in my S tate for reward or compensation, and when the county

fairs put on these stunts they do so by sufferance. But they move

the fair out of my town in order to get what they call " midway,"

where thieves and robbers with their machines that are all manipu-

lated by electricity to stop wherever they want them to stop ply their

trade.

Mr. H oudini. There ought to be a law to stop licensing fraud.

Mr. McL eod. H ere is a witness who wants to put something in

the record.

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . J A N E  B. C O A TE S , 1630 IR V IN G S TR E E T N W .,

W A S H IN GTO N , D. C .

Mrs. C oates. My name is J ane B. C oates. I am also the head of

the A merican O rder of the W hite C ross S ocietas. I j ust want to

mak e this little statement, which I think  covers part of C ongress' s

connection with the spiritualist.

In a recent interview with Mr. H oudini regarding his movement to

have C ongress enact laws against fraudulent fortune tellers, he very

positively told me that the movement would in no manner attack

spiritualism as a religion, or the ex ponents of spiritualism as a

religion.

I see in this bill of C ongressman Bloom' s no mention of the me-

diums who give spiritual advice, and I would lik e to ask  if I am

correct in this, and to have the chairman state the ex act privileges

of the mediums connected with spiritualism as a religion.

Prophecy, spiritual guidance, and advice are the very foundation

of our religion, and to deny a spiritual minister the right to advise

his followers is to curtail their privileges as ministers of their

religion.

I have understood this bill to be merely an intention to eliminate

fraud and to eliminate those charlatans who pose as fortune tellers

before the public. It is a very delicate q uestion with which we deal,

gentlemen, and I am sure this committee does not intend to infringe

on the constitutional rights of a citizen of the United S tates of

A merica to practice their religion according to its personal laws.

I therefore, with this confidence in the gentlemen of this com-

mittee, ask  to have it enacted into this law the right of spiritualists
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FORTUNE TELLING 15 

Mr. HouDINI. 'Astrology does not come under the head of fortune 
telling. 

Mr. HAMMER. One of them here says she prophesied Harding's 
nomination. I also did that six months before he was nominated, 
and I am not even an astute politician. 

Mr. BLoox. Mr. Houdini, tell us about Washington. 
Mt,\ HOUDINI. Washin~n is the only place where you can buy a 

license for $25 with which to blackmail and rob the public. You 
are protecting those fortune tellers who under different guises and 
titles pretend to see things in the future. They have not got one 
genuine medium in Washington. If they had, they would have gone 
after me. They say they can. 

Mr. HAMMER. Couldri't you amend the license law in such a way 
as to accomplish the purpose you desire~ We don't allow fortune 
telling in my State for reward or compensation, and when the county 
fairs put on these stunts they do so by sufferance. But they move 
the fair out of my t-0wn in order to get what they call "midway," 
where thieves and robbers with their machines that are all manipu­
lated by electricity to stop wherever they want them to stop ply their 
trade. 

Mr. HOUDINI. There ought to be a law to stop licensing fraud. . 
Mr. McLEOD. Here is a witness who wants to put something in 

the record. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. J'ANE B. COATES, 1630 IRVING STREET NW., 
WASHINGTON, D. C. · 

Mrs. COATES. My name is Jane B. Coates. I am also the head of 
the American Order of the White Cross Societas. I just want to 
make this little statement, which I think covers part of Congress's 
connection with the spiritualist. 

In a recent interview with Mr. Houdini regarding his movement to 
have Congress enact laws against fraudulent fortune tellers, he very 
positively told me that the movement would in no manner attack 
spiritualism as a religion, or the exponents of spiritualism as a 
religion. . 

I see in this bill of Congressman Bloom's no mention of the me­
diums who give spiritual advice, and I would like to ask if I am 
correct in this, and to have the chairman state the exact privileges 
of the mediums connected with spiritualism as a religion. 

Prophecy, spiritual guidance, and advice are the very foundation 
of our religion, and to deny a spiritual minister the right to advise 
his followers is to curtail their privileges as ministers of their 
religion. 

I have understood this bill to be merely an intention to eliminate 
fraud and to eliminate those charlatans who pose as fortune tellers 
before the public. It is a very delicate question with which we deal, 
gentlemen, and I am sure this committee does not intend to infringe 
on the constitutional rights of a citizen of the United States of 
America to practice their religion according to its personal laws. 

I therefore, with this confidence in the gentlemen of this com­
mittee, ask to have it enacted into this law the right of spiritualists 
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to give interviews to members of their congregations or to those who

come to them in trouble and sorrow needing advice. A lso to re-

ceive remuneration for their time so employed. A s a rule spiritual

ministers give their services free of charge to their churches or for

so little that they can not live on their salaries. They do not ask

money for marriage or burial services, nor for prayers for the dead.

The Government has not heretofore tak en upon itself to decide a

minister' s earnings, and why now?

Mr. Bloom. May I ask  the lady a q uestion?  W ill the lady be

seated?

Mrs. C oates. I would j ust as soon stand, because I have been

sitting all morning.

, Mr. Bloom. I said at the outset there is no intention in this bill

to attack  any religion. F ar be it. I j ust read something from the

N ew Y ork  S tate laws which practically answers your q uestion.

Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, may I ask  this q uestion: There was a

law enacted here not long ago in the District of C olumbia connected

with the V olstead A ct. In that law we were permitted to mak e wine

in the District of C olumbia as long as it did not ferment, and I

want to k now in regard to this bill when you say spiritualism can

not go on, when you do not deny ministers

Mr. Bloom. A s long as you confine yourself to giving advice ac-

cording to the N ew Y ork  S tate law and according to what is said

here, personally I have no obj ection. But let me ask  you something:

A s Mr. H oudini suggested, how are these people ordained ministers

of the spiritualism religion?  C an' t anyone become a minister?

Mrs. C oates. N ot in my church.

Mr. Bloom. But, in the others?

Mrs. C oates. In the N ational S piritualist C hurch or alliance

they can not become ministers ex cept according to the rules of the

church.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou are not denying the fact that in some churches

who hold themselves out as belonging to the spiritualistic religion

that they sell minister' s rights and ordain rights on the spur of

the moment?

Mrs. C oates. There are a great many bogus organizations in every

line of work .

Mr. Bloom. That is j ust what we are after, the bogus ones.

Mrs. C oates. Don' t you think  the police departments can attend

to the bogus ones in any S tate and district?

Mr. Bloom. F ar be it from me to interfere with anyone' s per-

sonal rights. But k nowing, as I do, what ex ists and what has

ex isted in N ew Y ork  C ity and what is ex isting in W ashington,

we are after the bogus ones. That was the only reason for intro-

ducing this bill. But let me ask  you something about the S piritu-

alism religion.

Mrs. C oates. W ho would be able to tell who was bogus or real?

Mr. Bloom. W e can tell who is a bogus minister of any other

denomination, can we not?

Mrs. C oates. N o;  we have heard of ministers of other denomi-

nations running away with the wives of members of their congre-

gations.
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FORTUNE TELLING 

to give interviews to members of their congregations or to those who 
come to them in trouble and sorrow needing advice. Also to re­
ceive remuneration for their time so employed. A.s a rule spiritual 
ministers give their services free of charge to their churches or for 
so little that they can not live on their salaries. They do not ask 
money for marriage or burial services, nor for prayers for the dead. 
T4e Gover~ent has not heretofore taken upon itself to decide a 
minister's earnings, imd why now~ 

Mr. BLOOM. May I ask the lady a question? Will the lady be 
seated~ 

Mrs. CoATES. I would just as soon stand, because I have been 
E-itting all morning. · . 
, Mr. BLOOM. I said at the outset there is no intention in this bill 
to attack any religion. Far be it. I just read something from the 
New York State laws which practically answers your question. 

Mrs. CoATES. Mr. Bloom, may I ask this question: There was- a 
law enacted here not long ago in the District of Columbia connected 
with the Volstead Act. In that law we were permitted to make wine 
in the District of Columbia as long as it did not ferment, and I 
want to know in regard to this bill when you say spiritualism can 
not go on, when. you do not deny ministers--

Mr. BLOOM. As long as you confine yourself to giving advice ac­
cording to the New York State law and according to what is said 
here, personally I have no objection. But let me ask you something: 
As Mr. Houdini suggested, how are these people ordained ministers 
of the spiritualism religion? Can't anyone become a minister? 

Mrs. CoATES. Not in my church. 
Mr. BLOOM. But, in the others? . 
Mrs. CoATES. In the National Spiritualist Church or alliance 

they can not become ministers except according to the rules of the 
church. 

Mr. BLOOM. You are not denying the fact that in some churches 
who hold themselves out as belonging to the spiritualistic religion 
that they sell minister's rights and ordain rights on the spur of 
the moment~ 

Mrs. COATES. There are a great many bogus organizations in every 
line of work. 

Mr. BLOOM. That is just what we are after, the bogus ones. 
Mrs. COATES. Don't you think the police departments can attend 

to the bogus ones in any State and district ? 
Mr. BwoM. Far be it from me to interfere with anyone's J>er­

sonal rights. But knowing, as I do, what exists and what has 
existed in New York City and what is existing in Washington, 
we are after the bogus ones. That was the only reason for intro­
ducing this bill. But let me ask you something about the Spiritu­
alism religion. 

Mrs. COATES. Who would be able to tell who was bogus or real~ 
Mr. BLOOM. We can tell who is a bogus minister of any other 

denomination, can we not W 

Mrs. CoATES. No; we have heard of ministers of other denomi­
nations running away with the wives of members of their congre­
gations. 
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Mr. Bloom. Madam, j ust listen. I move that that be strick en out

of the record.

Mr. R eib. That is a fair answer.

Mr. Bloom. A ll right. L et it stand. L et me tell you some-

thing. I have ask ed you a q uestion about how are we going to tell

which is the bogus?

Mrs. C oates. I don' t consider any man in C ongress, unless he

is spiritualistic or mystic is able to tell.

Mr. Bloom. W hat is a mystic?

Mrs. C oates. A  mystic is a person who has evoluted certain

senses within themselves which brings them k nowledge from a

world beyond.

Mr. McL eod. Is Mr. H oudini a mystic?

Mrs. C oates. I think  Mr. H oudini is one of the greatest mystics

the world possesses to-day.

Mr. Bloom. But he says he is not.

Mrs. C oates. Mr. H oudini denies everyone' s statement that is

not on his side of the case.

Mr. Bloom. But you k now what you are claiming is that you

have supernatural powers;  is not that right?

Mrs. C oates. I do not claim any supernatural powers;  but I

do claim supernormal senses. I believe we are evoluting certain

senses within ourselves.

Mr. Bloom. A re you married, madame?

Mrs. C oates. A m I married?  I am a widow, Mr. Bloom.

Mr. Bloom. I would lik e to find out one thing: W hat do the

spiritualist ministers teach in regard to children?  W hat k ind of

religion do they bring their children up in?  W hat religion do

they teach them?

Mrs. C oates. W ould it be privileged to read a tex t, Mr. C hair-

man?

Mr. H oudini. Y ou do not k now the trick s.

Mr. H ammer. I do not want to interfere with Mr. H oudini

Mrs. Marcia. Mr. H oudini has ask ed what I think

Mr. H ammer. W e will give you an opportunity later.

Mr. H oudini. May I answer one q uestion?

Mr. Gilbert. I raise the point of order that it is now after

12 o' clock .

Mr. Bloom. I hope the gentleman will withhold that point of

order. Mr. H oudini has come down here to try to do something

for the District of C olumbia and for the people of the District of

C olumbia. I am not individually concerned, but it is these people

who are being robbed m the District of C olumbia, and I think

Mr. H oudini ought to be permitted to ask  one q uestion and to be

heard a few moments. H e yielded to the lady.

Mr. Gilbert. I insist on the point of order.

Mr. McL eod. Unless the point of order is withdrawn, the com-

mittee will stand adj ourned.

Mr. H ammer. L et him ask  one q uestion.

Mr. Gilbert. I would lik e to have a ruling on the point of

order.

Mr. McL eod. Unless the point of order is withdrawn, the com-

mittee stands adj ourned.
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FORTUNE TELLING 17 

Mr. BLOOM. Ma~am, just listen. I move that that be stricken out 
of the record. 

Mr. REm. That is a fair answer. 
Mr. BLOOM. All right. Let it stand. Let me tell you some- · 

thing. I have asked you a question about how are we going to tell 
~hich is the bogus? 

Mrs. COATES. I don't consider any man in Congress, unless he 
is spiritualistic or mystic is able to tell. · 

Mr. BLOOM. What is a mystic¥ 
Mrs. COATES. A mystic is a person who has evoluted certain 

senses wit;h.in themselves. which brings them knowledge from a 
world beyond. 

Mr. McLEOD. Is Mr. Houdini a mystic? 
Mrs. CoATES. I think Mr. Houdini is one of the greatest mystics 

the world possesses to-day. 
Mr. BLOOM. But he says he is not. 
Mrs. CoATES. Mr. Houdini denies everyone's statement that is 

not on his side of the case. 
Mr. BLOOM. But you know what you are claiming is that you 

have supernatural powers; is not that right~ 
Mrs. COATES. I do not claim any supernatural powers; but I 

do claim supernormal senses. I believe we are evoluting certain 
senses within ourselves. 

Mr. BLOOM. Are you married, madame? 
Mrs. COATES. Am I married? I am a widow, Mr. Bloom. 
Mr. BLOOM. I would like to find out one thing: What do the 

spiritualist ministers teach in regard to children? What kind of 
religion do they bring their children up in? What religion do 
they teach them? 

Mrs. COATES. Would it be privileged to read a text, Mr. Chair-
man~ . 

Mr. HouDINI. You do not know the tricks. 
Mr. HAMMER. I do not want to interfere with Mr. Houdini-­
Mrs. MARCIA. Mr. Houdini has asked what I think--
Mr. HAMMER. We will give you an opportunity later. 
Mr. HouDINI. May I answer one question? · 
Mr. GILBERT. I raise the point of order that it is now after 

12 o'clock. 
Mr. BLOOM. I hope the gentleman will withhold that point of 

order. Mr. Houdini has come down here to try to do something 
for the District of Columbia and for the people of the District o:l 
Columbia. I am not individually concerned, b1:1t it is these people 
who are being robbed m the District of Columbia, and I thmk 
Mr. Houdini ought to be permitted to ask one question and to be 
heard a few moments. He yielded to the lady. 

Mr. GILBERT. I insist on the point of order. 
Mr. McLEoo. Unless the point of order is withdrawn, the com­

mittee will stand adjourned. 
Mr. HAMMER. Let him ask one question. 
Mr. GILBERT. I would like to have a ruling on the point of 

order. 
Mr. McLEOD. Unless the point of order is withdrawn, the com­

mittee stands adjourneq~ 
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H ouse of R epresentatives,

S ubcommittee of the C ommittee

on the District of C olumbia,

Tuesday, May 18, 1926.

The subcommittee met, 10.45 a. m., pursuant to call, in the caucus

room, H ouse O ffice Building, H on. C larence D. McL eod (chairman^

presiding.

Mr. McL eod. The committee will come to order. The bill before

the committee this morning is H . R . 8989, to amend chapter 5 of the

C ode of the District L aw, as amended J une 7, 1924, relating to

offense against public policy. Mr. H oudini, you may call your first

witness.

S TA TE ME N T O F  R E MIGIUS  W E IS S , PH IL A DE L PH IA , PA .

Mr. McL eod. Y ou may state your business.

Mr. W eiss. I am a writer and lecturer.

Mr. McL eod. A nd where is your home?

Mr. W eiss. 954 N orth F ifth S treet, Philadelphia.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou may proceed with your statement.

Mr. W eiss. Mr. C hairman, honorable S enators, and friends, in the

opening issue I will attempt in the shortest time possible to relate

the results of half a century' s efforts, ex periments, research, in

social philosophy, sociology, social psychology, in relation to psy-

chical epidemics and especially in relation to the modern psychical

epidemics, the contagious nervous diseases, by-products of so-called

spiritism or spiritualism. I will attempt to give you the results of

some of my sad ex periences in witnessing the victims of these

psychical epidemics, psychical pestilences, in the insane asylums,

at the graves of victims, if you will permit me to bring out the facts

that I have collected and witnessed.

The reason I am here is because I consider it my duty, having

gone through the ex periments and ex periences of others, and as

there is no law enacted which will help us to eliminate this psj ^ chical

pestilence, this contagious mental degeneracy. A s we have laws

relating to physical pestilences, such as cholera, yellow fever, and

smallpox , why should we not have a law to regulate psychical

pestilences, psychical epidemics, such as spiritism and occultism.

To mak e it short, through 50 years of investigation and research

I have not found one honest clairvoyant, not one honest spiritual-

istic medium, ex cept those who do honestly believe in it, and they

are victims of mental degeneracy. Most of the mediums are moral

degenerates, that I have investigated;  do not believe in spiritualism at

all. N either do they believe that the other professional mediums

believe in this so-called scientific philosophic harmonious religion.

But their victims who do believe in it, I have great pity for.

A mong the prominent mediums that I have come in contact with

is Dr. H enry S lade, at that time considered the most powerful

medium alive. H e was considered to have a control or supernatural

sense of the cosmic that enabled him to do most wonderful things

by which he bamboozled and humbugged prominent scientists, which

is an easy thing to do.

Mr. McL eod. Tell the committee how that is an easy thing.
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18 FORTU~E TELLING 

Hous~ OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SuBCOMMITTEE OF THE Co°MMITTEE 

ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Tuesday, May 18, 1926. 

The subcommittee met, 10.45 a. m., pursuant to call, in the caucus 
room, House Office Building, Hon. Clarence D. McLeod (chairman~ 
presiding. 

Mr. McLEOD. The committee will come to order. The bill before 
the committee this morning is H. R. 8989, to amend chapter 5 of the 
Corle of the District Law, as amended June 7, 1924, relating to 
offense against public policy. Mr. Houdini, you may call your first 
witness. 

STATEMENT OF REKIGIUS WEISS, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Mr. McLEOD. You may state your business. 
Mr. WEISS. I am a writer and lecturer. 
Mr. McLEOD. And where is your home~ 
Mr. WEISS. 954 North Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 
Mr. McLEOD. You may proceed with your statement. 
Mr. WEISS. Mr. Chairman, honorable Senators, and friends, in the 

opening issue I will attempt in the shortest time possible to relate 
the results of half a century's efforts, experiments, research, in 
social philosophy, sociology, social psychology, in relation to psy­
chical epidemics and especially in relation to the modern psychical 
epidemics, the contagious nervous diseases, by-products of so-called 
spiritism or spiritualism. I will attempt to give you the results of 
some of my sad experiences in witnessing the victims of these 
psychical epidemics, psychical pestilences, in the insane asylums, 
at the graves of victims, if you will permit me to bring out the facts 
that I have collected and witnessed. 

The reason I am here is because I consider it my duty, having 
gone through the experiments and experiences of others, and as 
there is no law enacted which will help us to eliminate this psychical 
pestilence, this contagious mental degeneracy. As we have laws 
relating to physical pestilences, such as cholera, yellow fever, and 
smallpox, why should we not have a law to regulate psychical 
pestilences, psychical epidemics, such as spiritism and occultism. 

To make it short, through 50 years of investigation and research 
I have not found one honest clairvoyant, not one honest spiritual­
istic medium, except those who do honestly believe in it, and they 
are victims of mental degeneracy. Most of the mediums are moral 
degenerates, that I have investigated; do not believe in spiritualism at 
all. Neither do they believe that the· other professional mediums 
believe in this so-called scientific philosophic harmonious religi6n. 
But their victims who do believe in it, I have great pity for. 

Among the prominent mediums that I have come in contact with 
is Dr. He:µry Slade, at that time considered the inost powerful 
medium alive. He was considered to have a control or supernatural 
~ense of the cosmic that enabled him to do most wonderful things 
by which he bamboozled and humbugged prominent scientists, which 
is an easy thing to do. 

Mr. McLEOD. Tell the committee how that is an easy thing. 
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Mr. " W eiss. S cientists and philosophers that I am acq uainted with,

and I k now a great many of them, I find them to be gentlemen, and

they would not touch a medium when she comes out dressed as a

man, or a male medium dressed up as a woman.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou say it is easy to deceive these scientists?

. Mr. W eiss. Y es. They are gentlemen, sir. They have built up

a sort of theory, and they treasure it lik e the gardener with his

flowers. W hen they come to these mediumistic seances, then their

theory is in their minds, and they think  if these things can be done

in that way there is some psychic force or something in the universe

which they can not ex plain. W ith a man lik e Mr. H oudini, a prac-

tical man who has ordinary common sense and science at his dispo-

sition, they can not fool him. H e is a scientist and a philosopher.

Please, do I mak e myself clear on that point?

N ow, for instance, S lade, when I ex posed him after he had bam-

boozled and humbugged not only crowned heads, emperors, and

k ings, who are easy to bamboozle and humbug, but prominent scien-

tists, he made a confession. There was a great book  written about

H enry S lade by Professor Z ollner, the astro-physicist, something

lik e S ir O liver L odge, and a number of others. I am not prepared

with any lecture to give you the names. There will be others who

will speak , I suppose. I ex posed him and found in every one of

his trick s that he had bamboozled Professor Z ollner and others. H e

turned pale, and I told him there was one alternative, "  E ither sign

this confession or you go behind the bars;  I will have you put in

prison."  H e begged me to find something that would pull him out

of that. Then he signed the confession.

Mr. McL eod. A re you a magician?

Mr. W eiss. N o, sir;  I am not a magician.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou said you disclosed all these things,

Mr. W eiss. I am not a magician.

Mr. McL eod. H ow did you disclose them?  H ow did you discover

them?

Mr. W eiss. H ow did I discover them?

Mr. McL eod. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you got that confession with you?

Mr. " W eiss. N o, sir. I have not a copy of it here. It is printed in

H oudini' s book . H e can read it to you.

These people have their secret agents all around at the hotels and

other places. They even have the servants to open your safe and

read the innermost secrets of your correspondence. I was after

S lade for years before he consented to give a seance in my residence.

S o S lade was behind me for years. H e made me beg to get to a

seance. I paid him $ 25, and I invited H udson Tuttle and Doctor

H enry Tiedemann, two prominent spiritists and occultists. H udson

Tuttle was in Philadelphia at that time. I had persons watching

outside of the room look ing through small holes through the lower

panels of the doors, so we could see every movement of S lade' s legs

and hands under the table. S o, for instance: A  book  ex tended over

the edge of the table. " Dr."  S lade slyly gave it a k ick  with his left

foot from under the table. The book  turned over, lik e a flap-door.

There is nothing remark able in this trick . S till, up to this time,

spiritists say " Dr. S lade floated a book  in the air."
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FORTUNE TELLING 19 

Mr. WEISS. Scientists and philosophers that I am acquainted with, 
and I know a great many of them, I find them to be gentlemen, and 
they would not touch a medium when she comes out dressed as a 
man, or a male medium dressed up as a woman. 

Mr. McLEOD. You say it is easy to deceive these scientists~ 
. Mr. WEISS. Yes. They are gentlemen, sir. They have built U.P 

a sort of theory, and they treasure it like the gardener with his 
:flowers. When they come to these mediumistic seances, then their 
theory is in their minds, and they think if these things can be done 
in that way tl~ere is some psychic force or something in the universe 
which they can not explain. With a man like Mr. Houdini, a prac­
tical man who has ordinary common sense and science at his dispo­
sition, they can not fool him. He is a scientist and a philosopher. 
Please, do I make myself cle.ar on that point~ 

Now, for instance, Slade, when I exposed him after he had bam­
boozled and humbugged not only crowned heads, emperors, and 
kings, who are easy to bamboozle and humbug, but prominent scien­
tists, he made a confession. There was a great book written about 
J;Ienr~ Slade by Professor ZOllner, the astro-physicist, something 
like Sir Oliver Louge, and a number of others. I am not prepared 
with any lecture to give you the names. There will be others who 
will speak, I ·suppose. I exposed him and found in every one of 
his tricks that he had bamboozled Professor ZOllner and others. He 
turned pale, and I told him there was one alternative, " Either sign 
this confession or you go behind the bars; I will have you put in 
prison." He begged me to find something that would pull him out 
-0£ that. Then he signed the confession. 

Mr. McLEOD. Are you a magician~ 
Mr. WEISS. No, sir; I am not a magician. 
Mr. McLEOD. You said you disclosed all these things. 
Mr. WEISS. I am not a magician. 
Mr. McLEOD. How did you disclose them 1 How did you discover 

them1 
Mr. WEISS. How did I discover them~ 
Mr. McLEOD. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Have you gQt that confession with you~ . 
Mr. WEiss. No, sir. I have not a copy of it here. It is printed in 

Houdini's book. He can read it to you. 
These people have their secret agents all around at the hotels and 

other places. They even have the servants to open your safe and 
read the innermost secrets of your correspondence. I was after 
Slade for years before he consented to give a seance in my residence. 

So Slade was behind me for years. L He made me beg to get to a 
seance. I paid him $25, and I invited Hudson Tuttle and Doctor 
Henry Tiedemann, two prominent spiritists and occultists. Hudson 
Tuttle was in Philadelphia at that time. I had persons watching 
outside of the room looking through small holes through the lower 
panels of the doors, so we could see every movement of Slade's legs 
and hands under the table. So, for instance : A book extended over 
the edge of the table. "Dr." Slade slyly gave it a kick with his left 
foot from under the table. The book turned over, like a flap-door. 
There is nothing remarkable in this trick. Still, up to this time, 
spiritists say "Dr. Slade floated a book in the air." 
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Then after the seance I ask ed every one of them to write down

ex actly what they had seen, without consulting the others. I ex -

posed him in the "  Girard H ouse."  In the hotel when I wanted him

to sign this confession, he signed it. H e was considered to be one of

" the most powerful mediums "  of the present time. The confession

stated that due to specific circumstances he became a spiritualist

about 20 years ago;  that he confessed that all of his so-called won-

derful manifestations were caused by trick ery. H e also stated that

his criminal practices had caused untold sorrow and trouble and

insanity to some of his victims. O ne of his pupils is in this town.

H is name is Keeler. I am very sorry we have a law that allows

these degenerates to follow their criminal practices. This morning

I saw the' law which is in ex istence, which I think  is a dangerous

law, and gives them a license. They have their secret means of com-

munication, not only the mediums of this country but throughout all

countries;  they communicate with each other and get the secrets of

the people they want to mak e their victims.

Mr. MoL eod. W ho are you including in spiritualism?  A re you

including clairvoyants?

Mr. W eiss. Y es, sir. Personally I have patience with some of

these so-called clairvoyants, because they have been bamboozled and

have been deceived. They really believe that some of these so-called

clairvoyants really do these things. I have tried ever so many of

them. I have hypnotized several hundred people and put them in a

trance condition. This so-called art of hypnotism is absolutely no

secret and is nothing ex traordinary.

Mr. McL eod. C an you hypnotize?

Mr. W eiss. I have hypnotized several hundred persons and put

them in a deep trance condition, sometimes dozens at once. Y ou can;

almost everybody can. I can not hypnotize everyone;  but every

human being can be hypnotized, not by me, but perhaps by you. It

is in the person. It is not in the hypnotist. It is no secret power or

hidden power in the hypnotist. I have no secret power within me

to do it. I could not hypnotize a child and I could not hypnotize

an idiot. That is because there is no way of suggesting to them.

Y ou can hypnotize a highly intellectual person who is able to concen-

trate his or her mind much better than a weak -minded person.

I venture to say that it is most necessary to have a law to eliminate

the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, if I may call it so, be-

cause it is epidemic, it is contagious. There are whole families of

highly intellectual persons who have been attack ed. In my study of

this movement I find whole villages where almost every person is

infected with this fever, this contagious epidemic.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you read this bill, H . R . 8989, that is under

consideration by this committee?

Mr. W eiss. N o, sir;  I have not had the time to do so. I j ust came

in on a train this morning.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou would not be in favor of any law which would

prevent people from believing as they saw fit to believe, would you?

Mr. W eiss. I have nothing against their religion.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou would not be in favor of any law that would

restrict freedom of thought or ex pression?
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Then after the seance I asked every one of them to write down 
exactly what they had seen, without consulting the others. I ex­
posed him in the " Girard House." In the hotel when I wanted him 
to sign this confession, he signed it. He was considered to be one of 
"the most powerful mediums" of the present time. The confession 
stated that due to specific circumstances he became a spiritualist 
about 20 years ago; that he confessed that all of his so-called won­
derful manifestations were caused by trickery. He also stated that 
his criminal practices had caused untold sorrow and trouble and 
insanity to some of his victims. One of his pupils is in this town. 
His name is Keeler. I am very sorry we have a law that allows 
these degenerates to follow their criminal practices. This morning 
I saw the "law which is in existence, which I think is a danooerous 
law, and gives them a license. They have their secret means of' com­
munication, not only the mediu,ms of thiS country but throughout all 
countries; they communicate with each other and get the secrets of 
the people they want to make their victims. 

Mr. McLEOD. Who are you including in spiritualism~ Are you 
including clairvoyants~ 

Mr. WEISS. Yes, sir. Personally I have patience with some of 
these so-called clairvoyants, because they have been bamboozled and 
have been deceived. They really believe that some of these so-called 
clairvoyants really do these things. I have tried ever so many of 
them. I have hypnotized several hundred people and put them in a 
trance condition. This so-called art of hypnotism is absolutely no 
secret and is nothing extraordinary. 

Mr. McLEOD. Can you hypnotize~ 
Mr. WEISS. I have hypnotized several hundred persons and put 

them in a deep trance condition, sometimes dozens at once. You can ; 
almost everybody can. I can not hypnotize everyone; but every 
human being can be hypnotized, not by me, but perhaps by you. It 
is in the person. It is not in the hypnotist. It is no secret power or 
hidden power in the hypnotist. I have no secret power within me 
to do it. I could not hypnotize a child and I could not hypnotize 
an idiot. That is because there is no way of suggesting to them. 
You can hypnotize a highly intellectual person who is able to concen­
trate his or her mind much better than a weak-minded person. 

I venture to say that it is most necessary to have a law to eliminate 
the spiritualistic mediums, the clairvoyants, if. I may call it so, be­
cause it is epiQ.emic, it is contagious. There are whole families of 
highly intellectual persons w}io have been attacked. In niy study of 
this movement I find whole villages where almost every person is 
infected with this fever, this contagious epidemic. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you read this bill, H. R. 8989, that is under 
consideration by this committee~ 

Mr. WEISS. No, sir; I have not had the time to do so. I just came 
in on a train this morning. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You would not be in favor of any law which would 
prevent people from believing as they saw fit to believe, would you~ 
. Mr. W EIBS. I have nothing against their religion. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You would not be in favor of any law that would 
restrict freedom of thought or expression~ 
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Mr. W eiss. N o, sir. I am not against freedom of the press or

freedom of speech.

Mr. McL eod. Is spiritualism a creed or religion?

Mr. W eiss. The spiritualists claim that their philosophy is a new,

scientific, philosophic, harmonious religion. It is, in fact, from far

back  in the dark  times before civilization— in the caveman' s time.

It is j ust the same as when we have a growing appendix . It may

have been of some use to an animal being. W hen it becomes diseased

it is of no use to a human being. W hat do we do?  W e cut it out.

S o please let us cut out this so-called religion, this psychical epi-

demic;  let us cut it out, this commercialized superstition, this morbid

psychical appendix .

Mr. McL eod. Do you believe that you understand the religion and

creed of spiritualism?

Mr. W eiss. Y es, sir. I have studied it more than 50 years. I had

at one time perhaps the largest library relating to occultism, in-

cluding spiritism, in this " country.

Mr. R athbone. W ill you name two or three of the leading and

most authoritative book s on the subj ect that are recognized by spirit-

ualists, that contain their doctrines?

Mr. W eiss. S argent (the brother of the great engraver), recog-

nized as an " apostle of science."  Then there was H udson Tuttle.

A lso there was A ndrew J ack son Davis;  of Davis' s writings I had 28

volumes in my library.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou mentioned S ir O liver L odge a while ago.

Mr. W eiss. Y es, sir.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou do not claim he is a spiritualist, do you?

Mr. W eiss. H e is an advocate of spiritualism, and so is C onan

Doyle.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou claim they believe the doctrine of spiritualism,

and they are attempting to mak e a case for spiritualism. Y ou do

not claim that, do you?

Mr. W eiss. They do. They may be conscious or unconscious of

doing a great wrong to humanity. H oudini has a collection of over

200 letters from authors, writers, and lecturers, and spiritualistic

mediums during the last half century, and they confess themselves

and say, " W e hate this trick ery in the dark  seance, but we must have

it. O therwise the people will not be curious to come to our meetings

and to come to our church, and when they do come to our meetings

and church they become members and our cause is benefited."  I do

not say that all the spiritualists are humbugs. The professional

mediums are humbugs and frauds.

Mr. McL eod. W hat you claim is that you haven' t any obj ection to

spiritualism in general, but to the abuse of it?

Mr. W eiss. To the abuse of it.

Mr. R athbone. The same as there are abuses in the legal profession

and the medical profession?

Mr. W eiss. J ust so. That is correct. C onan Doyle and S ir O liver

L odge are j ust as much opposed to the abuses of spiritualism as I am.

Mr. McL eod. Is C onan Doyle a spiritualist? -

Mr. W eiss. H e is a decided spiritualist.

Mr. McL eod. Is he a medium?
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FORTUNE TELLING 21 

Mr. WEISS. No, sir.· I am not against freedom of the press or 
freedom of speech. 

Mr. McLEOD. Is spiritualisl'Jl a creed or religion~ 
Mr. WEISS. The spiritualists claim that their J?hilosophy is a new, 

scientific, philosophic, harmonious religion. It is, in fact, from far 
back in the dark times before civilization-in the caveman's time. 
It is just the same as when we have a growing appendix. It may 
have been of some use to an animal being. When it becomes diseased 
it is of no use to a human being. What do we do~ We cut it out. 
So please let us cut out this so-called religion, this psychical epi­
demic; let us cut it out, this COil!mercialized superstition, this morbid 
psychical appendix. . 

Mr. McLEOD. Do you believe that you understand the religion and 
creed of spiritualism~ 

Mr. WEISS. Yes, sir. I have studied it more than 50 years. I had 
at one time J?erhaps the largest library relating to occultism, in-
cluding spiritism, in this 'country. . 

Mr. RATHBONE. Wilf you name two or three of the leading and 
most authoritative books on the subject that are recognized by spirit­
ualists, that contain their doctrines~ 

Mr. WEiss. Sargent (the brother of the great engraver), recog­
nized as an "apostle of science." · Then there was Hudson Tuttle. 
Also there was Andrew Jackson Davis; of Davis's writings I had 28 
volumes in my library. 

Mr. McLEOD. You mentioned Sir Oliver Lodge a while ago. 
Mr. WEISS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. l\foLEOD. You do not claim he is ~ spiritualist, do you~ 
Mr. WEISS. He is an advocate of spiritualism, and so is Conan 

Doyle. · 
Mr. McLEOD. You claim they believe the doctrine of spiritualism, 

and they are attempting to make a case for spiritualism. You do 
not claim that, do you~ 

Mr. WEISS. They do. They may be conscious or unconscious of 
doing a great wrong to humanity. Houdini has a col1ection of over 
200 letters from authors, writers, and lecturers, and spiritualistic 
mediums during the last half century, and they confess themselves 
and say, "We hate this trickery in the dark seance, but we must have 
it. Otherwise the people will not be curious to come to our meetings 
and to come to our church, and when they do come to our meetings 
and church they become members and our cause is benefited." I do 
not say that all the spiritualists are humbugs. The professional 
mediums are humbugs and frauds. 

Mr. McLEOD. What you claim is that you haven't any objection to 
spiritualism in general, but to the abuse of it¥ 

Mr. WEISS. To the abuse of it. 
Mr. RATHBONE. The same as there are abuses in the legal profession 

and the medical profession? . 
Mr. WEISS. Just so. That is correct. Conan Doyle and Sir Oliver 

~d_ge are just as much opposed to the abuses of spiritualism as I am. 
Mr. McLEOD. Is Conan Doyle a spiritualist¥· 
Mr. WEISS. He is a decided spiritualist. 
Mr. MoLEoo. Is he a medium~ 
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Mr. W eiss. N o, sir. H e is a believer. H e is deluded. H e is very

enthusiastic over it.

Mr. McL eod. Is it a fact that this matter of spiritualism can be

work ed out in some instances?

Mr. W eiss. N o. There is no such thing as genuine spiritualistic

manifestations, no such a thing as clairvoyancy, thought transfer-

ence, or whatever it may be termed.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou said a moment ago that you k new a great deal

about spiritualism. Do you k now what their principles are, without

referring to any memorandum?

Mr. H oudini. May I ask  that Mrs. J ane C oates be not permitted

to interfere with the witness. It is j ust showmanship on her part.

May I ask  that she not be permitted to do that?  S he is interj ecting

herself into these hearings at certain points, and I ask  that she

refrain from doing so.

Mr. W eiss. I can not demonstrate the principles, but I say it is

impossible to demonstrate any religion. They claim to demonstrate

their religion by spiritual communication.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou do not obj ect, do you, to any person who is a

spiritualist, or anything else, following that belief that they think

is right?

Mr. W eiss. I am glad if they ' have some ideal to follow, if it is

consoling, if it mak es them happy. W e have no obj ection to their

religious philosophy.

Mr. Bloom. They might be j ust as near right as you are or I am

or anyone else.

Mr. W eiss. Y es, sir.

Mr. Bloom. S o that is out'  of the picture?

Mr. W eiss. That is out of the picture, out of the q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. This bill applies to persons pretending to tell for-

tunes, etc.?

Mr. W eiss. Y es, sir.

Mr. Bloom. W hat have you to say about that?

Mr. W eiss. There is no such thing that any person can tell for-

tunes unless he k nows your personality and has made a study of

your business, your activities. There is no such thing as communi-

cating with spirits.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou have no way of proving what you say, have

you?

Mr. W eiss. I can not prove it or disprove as a " religion,"  but

my investigations of half a century have shown conclusively that

they practice deception and fraud, and that " mediums"  and spirito-

maniacs and medio-maniacs are a menace to any community.

A DDITIO N A L  S TA TE ME N T O F  H A KR Y  H O UDIN I

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman, S enators, ladies, and gentlemen,

regarding this bill, 8989, this is the only place in the United S tates

of A merica where a crook  or a clairvoyant or a fraudulent medium

is licensed for $ 25, and under that license they can black mail and

do any crime in the calendar, when no physical contact tak es place,

and get away with it. I have here a full list of the practicing clair-

voyants and mediums. L ast S aturday Governor A l S mith vetoed
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22 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. WEISS. No, sir. · He is a believer. He is deluded. He is very 
enthusiastic over it. 

Mr. McLEOD. Is it a fact that this matter of spiritualism can be 
worked out in some instances W ' 

Mr. Wmss. No. There is no such thing as genuine spiritualistic 
manifestations, no such a thing as clairvoyancy, thought transfer­
ence, or whatever it ma~ be termed. 

Mr. McLEOD. You said a moment ago that you knew a great deal 
about spiritualism. Do you know what their principles are, without 
referring to any memorandum W 

Mr. HouDINI. May I ask that !virs. Jane Coates be not permitted 
to interfere with the witness. It is just showmanship on her part. 
May I ask that she not be permitted to do that~ She is interjecting 
herself into these hearings at certain points, and I ask that she 
refrain from doing so. 

Mr. WEISS. I can not demonstrate the principles, but I say it is 
impossible to demonstrate any religion. They claim to demonstrate 
their religion by spiritual commumcation. · 

Mr. BLOOM. You do not object, do you, to any person who is a 
spiritualist, or anything else, following that belief that they think 
is right? 

Mr. WEISS. I am glad if they 'have some ideal to follow, if it is 
consoling, if it makes them happy. We have no objection to their 
religious philosophy. 

Mr. BLOOM. They might be just as near right as you are or I am 
or anyone else. 

Mr. WEiss. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BLOOM. So that is out" of the picture? 
Mr. WEISS. That is out of the picture, out of the question. 
Mr. BLOOM. This bill applies to persons pretending to tell for-

tunes, etc. ? · 
Mr. WEiss. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BLOOM. What have you to say about that~ 
Mr. WE1ss. There is no such thing that any person can tell for­

tunes unless he knows your personality and has made a study of 
your business, your activities. There is no such thing as communi­
cating with spirits. 

Mr. McDEoo. You have no way of proving what you say, have 
you? 

Mr. WEISS. I can not prove it or disprove as a "reli~ion," but 
my investigations of half a century have shown conclusively that 
they practice deception and fraud, and that " mediums " and spirito .. 
maniacs and med10-maniacs are a menace to any community. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT OF HARRY HOUDINI 

Mr. HormN1. Mr. Chairman, Senators, ladies, and gentlemen, 
regarding this bill, 8989, this is the only place in the United States 
of America where a crook or a clairvoyant or a fraudulent medium 
is licensed for $25, and under that license they can blackmail and 
do any crime in the calendar, when no physical contact takes place, 
and get away with it. I have here a full list of the practicing clair­
voyants and mediums. Last Saturday Governor Al Smith vetoed 
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a bill that the spiritualists tried to put through in N ew Y ork  S tate,

and they will eventually try to put it through in the District of

C olumbia.

Mr. H ammer. W hat bill was that?

Mr. H oudini. It would permit mediums to tell fortunes, pro-

viding they belong to the S piritualist C hurch.

Mr. H ammer. W ho introduced it?

Mr. H oudini. The N ational S piritual A ssociation, many of whom

are present here, and they have headq uarters in W ashington.

Mr. Bloom. That was in the L egislature of N ew Y ork ?

Mr. H oudini. Y es. The idea is not to be interfered with in telling

fortunes, providing some one who is dead comes back  to them. Mil-

lions of dollars are stolen by clairvoyants and mediums in A merica

every year, and I can prove it. A ll I want is to be ask ed to furnish

proof. Give me the medium, and I will prove that they are either

psychosis or criminal.

Mr. McL eod. I do not want to interfere with your statement, but

you have made q uite an ex tensive investigation, as has this gentle-

man. W hy would it not be possible, if that is such an outrageous

fak e and fraud, that it would be discovered by such men as C onan

Doyle, who is an outstanding authority?

Mr. H oudini. C onan Doyle is not an outstanding authority.

Mr. McL eod. H e is accepted as one of the best.

Mr. H oudini. N o;  he is not accepted as one of the best. H e is

one of the greatest dupes, outside of S ir O liver L odge. C onan Doyle

stated that I possess medhunistic powers, which I deny.

Mr. McL eod. H ow can you prove it?

Mr. H oudini. I admit that I do not possess mediumistic powers.

They claim in a L ondon psychic college I dematerialize my body,

and that I ooze through and come out again and put myself to-

gether. That is H ewitt McKenzie.

Mr. McL eod. H ow do you do it?

Mr. H oudini. I do it lik e anybody else would do it. There is

nothing secret about it. W e are all humans. N obody is super-

normal. W e are all born alik e.

Mr. Bloom. In your travels throughout the country, have you

ever heard of any city in the United S tates that has a law similar

to the law of the District of C olumbia with reference to fortune-

telling?

Mr. H oudini. N ot where they license them and permit them to

rob the public.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou say there is no S tate, that has no law against

it. H ave you maH e an ex amination of the statutes of all of the

S tates of the Union?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you had any legal advice on which you base

that statement?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. R athbone, I have made a study of it. I have let-

ters from all of the large cities in the United S tates, covering practi-

cally every S tate in the Union. The great maj ority of them posi-

tively prohibit fortune telling in any form. S ome of the cities,

such as Pensacola, F la., charge a prohibitive price, say, $ 50 a week .
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FORTUNE TELLING 23 

a bill that the spiritualists tried to put through in New York State, 
and they will eventually try to put it through in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. HAMMER. What bill was that Y 
Mr. HouDINI. It would permit mediums to tell fortunes, pro­

viding they belong to the Spiritualist Church. 
Mr. HAMMER. Who introduced it~ 
Mr. HouDINI. The National Spiritual Association, many of whom 

are present here, and they have headquarters in Washington. 
Mr. BwoM. That was in the Legislature of New York~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes. The idea is not to be interfered with in telling 

fortunes, providing some one who is dead comes back to them. Mil­
lions of dollars are stolen by clairvoyants and mediums in America 
every year, and I can prove it. All I want is to be asked to furnish 
proof. Give me the medium, and I will prove that they are either · 
psychosis or criminal. 

Mr. McLEOD. I do not want to interfere with your statement, but 
you have made quite an extensive investigation, as has this gentle­
man. Why would it not be possible, if that is such an outrageous 
fake and fraud, tbat it would be discovered by such men as Conan 
Doyle, who is an outstanding authority~ 

Mr. HouoINI. Conan Doyle is not an outstanding authority. 
Mr. McLEOD. He is accepted as one of the best. 
Mr. HoUDINI. No; he is not accepted as one of the best. He is . 

one of the greatest dupes, outside of Sir Oliver Lodge. Conan Doyle 
stated that I possess mediumistic powers, which I deny. 

Mr. McLEOD. How can you prove iU 
Mr. HouDINI. I admit that I do not possess mediumistic powers. 

They claim in a London psychic college I dematerialize my body, 
and that I ooze through and come out 1,tgain and put myself to-· 
gether. That is Hewitt McKenzie. 

Mr. McLEOD. How do you do iU 
Mr. HOUDINI. I do it like anybody else would do it. There is 

nothing secret about it. We are all humans. Nobody is super­
normal. We are all born alike. 

Mr. BwoM. In your. travels throughout the country, have you 
ever heard of any city in the United States that has a law similar 
to the law of the District of Columbia with reference to fortune­
telling~ 

~fr. HouDINI. :Not where they license them and permit them to 
rob the public. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You say there is no Stat~ that has no law against 
it. Have you maae an examination of the statutes of all of the 
States of the Union~ 

Mr. HouDINI. No, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Have you had any legal advice on which you base 

that statement~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BLOOM. Mr. Rathbone, I have made a study of it. I have let­

ters from nll of the 1.arge cities in the United States, covering practi­
cally every State in the Union. The great majority of them posi­
tively prohibit fortune telling in any form. Some of the cities, 
such as Pensacola, Fla., charge a prohibitive price, say, $50 a week. 
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O ther cities charge niore. But for the record I will put in all the

large cities in the United S tates that do not allow fortune telling in

any form whatever. I have letters here from the district attorneys or

from the clerk s or from the mayors of the different cities stating how

they regulate fortune telling in the different cities.

(The summary referred to is as follows:)

In the following-named cities fortune telling is prohibited by law:

Birmingham, A la.;  Boise, Idaho;  Baltimore, Md.;  Boston, Mass.;

C hicago, 111.;  C incinnati, O hio;  C harleston, S . C .;  C leveland, O hio;

Detroit, Mich.;  Des Moines, Iowa;  H artford, C onn.;  Kansas C ity,

Mo.;  L ouisville, Ky.;  Montpelier, V t.;  N ew Y ork  (county of);  N ew

O rleans, L a.;  O maha, N ebr.;  Pittsburgh, Pa.;  Providence, B,. L ;

Phoenix , A riz.;  Portland, O reg.;  Peoria, 111.;  S an F rancisco, C alif.;

S eattle, W ash.;  S alt L ak e C ity, Utah.;  S t. L ouis, Mo.;  Trenton,

N .J .

The cities listed below impose a license fee as indicated: H elena,

Mont., $ 5 per day;  Memphis, Tenn., $ 1,500 per year;  Madison, W is.,

$ 5 per day;  Pensacola, F la., $ 50 per week ;  Baleigh, N . O , $ 1,000

per year;  R ichmond, V a., $ 500 per q uarter;  Topek a, Kans., $ 10

per day, $ 50 per week , $ 150 per month.

Mr. H ammer. The law in the District does not permi^ it.

Mr. Bloom. The statute in the District of C olumbia gives them

the right to do that very thing that no other city allows.

Mr. H ammer. Is it fraud?

Mr. Bloom. In am not saying it is fraud. I leave that to the idea

and thought and j udgment of the gentleman, Mr. H ammer, whether

it is fraud or not. But the District of C olumbia has the broadest

license with reference to fortune telling than any other city in the

United S tates.

Mr. H ammer. But that does not license them to commit fraud.

Mr. Bloom. It licenses them to tell fortunes.

Mr. H ammer. O h, yes;  by coffee grounds and such as that.

Mr. McL eod. Mr. H oudini, you say you are opposed to all forms

of fortune telling. I tak e it that astrology and palmistry would

come within that classification.

Mr. H oudini. I am talk ing about the bill.

Mr. McL eod. Is that correct?

Mr. H oudini. They can not tell fortunes. If you want to k now

whether I believe in it or not, no;  I do not think  anyone can foretell.

Mr. McL eod. Is it a fact that palmistry is a science?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  it is not.

Mr. McL eod. W hat do you call it?

Mr. H oudini. It is a fraud. H ow can you tell anything from the

lines of the hand?  Y ou can tell whether a man is a brick layer or a

bank  clerk .

Mr. McL eod. A nd that is as as far as you can go?

Mr. H oudini. That is as far as anybody can go unless they deduce

from reading you.

Mr. McL eod. H ow about astrology?

Mr. H oudini. I do not believe in astrology. They can not tell

from a chunk  of mud millions of miles away what is going to happen

to me.
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24 FORIU~E TELLING 

Other cities charge more. But for the record I will put in all the 
large cities in the United States that do not allow fortune telling in 
any form whateYer. I have letters here from the district attorneys or 
from the clerks or from the mayors of the different cities stating how 
they regulate fortune telling in the different cities. 

(The summary referred to is as follows:) 
_In ~he following-nam~d cities fortune ~eiling is prohibited by law: 

Birmmgham, Ala.; Boise, Idaho; Baltrmor~ Md.; Boston, Mass.; 
Chica~o, Ill. ; Cincinnati, Ohio; Charleston, ::;. C. ; Cleveland, Ohio;, 
Detroit, Mich. ; Des Moines, Iowa; Hartford, Conn.; Kansas City, 
Mo.; Louisville, Ky.; Montpelier, Vt.; New York (county of); New 
Orleans, La.; Omaha, Nebr.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Providence, R. I.; 
Phoenix, Ariz. ; Portland, Oreg.; Peoria, Ill. ; San .Francisco, Calif. ; 
Seattle, Wash.; Salt Lake City, Utah.; St. Loms, Mo. ; Trenton, 
N. J. 

The cities listed below impose a license fee as indicated: Helena, 
Mont., $5 per day; Memphis, Tenn., $1,500 per year; Madison, Wis., 
$5 per day; Pensacola, Fla., $50 per week; Raleigh, N. C., $1,000 
per year l Richmond, Va., $500 per quarter; Topeka, Kans., $10 
per day :,:;50 per week, $150 per month. 

!\fr. HAlil\IER. The law in the District does not permi~_it. 
Mr. BLOOM. The statute in the District of Columbia gives them 

the right to do that very thing that no other city allows. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is it fraud~ 
Mr. BLOOM. In am not saying it is fraud. I leave that t-0 the idea 

and thought and judgment of the 8entleman, Mr. Hammer, whether 
it is fraud or not. But the District of Columbia has the broadest 
license with reference to fortune telling than any other city in the 
United States. 

Mr. HAMMER. But that does not license them to commit fraud. 
Mr. BLOOM. It licenses them to tell fortunes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Oh, yes; by coffee grounds and such as that. 
Mr. McLEOD. Mr. Houdilli, you say you are opposed to all forms 

of fortune telling. I take it that astrology and palmistry would 
come within that classification. 

Mr. HouDINI. I am talking about the bill. 
Mr. McLEOD. Is that correct~ 
Mr. HouDINI. They can not tell fortunes. If you want to know 

whether I believe in it or not, no; I do not think anyone can foretell. 
Mr. McLEOD. Is it a fact that palmistry is a science~ 
Mr. HouDINI. No; it is not. 
Mr. McLEOD. What dQ you call it~ . 
Mr. HoGDINI. It is a fraud. How can you tell anything from the 

lines of the hand~ You can tell whether a man is a bricklayer or a 
bank clerk. 

Mr. McLEOD. And that is as as far as you can go? 
Mr. HoUDINI. That is as far as anybody can go unless they deduce 

from reading you. 
}.fr. McLEOD. How about astrology~ 
Mr. HoUD1:N1. I do not believe in astrology. They can not t.ell 

from a chunk of mud millions of miles away what is going to happen 
to me. 
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Mr. McL eod. Is it a fact that there has never been any actual

demonstration or actual proof?  I understand astrology can bring

out facts that have been proven to be true.

Mr. H oudini. W here they mak e so many guesses, sometimes they

mak e a good guess. I predicted the election of the mayor of

W orcester. I hit lots of things, j ust lik e anybody else. If you

guess often enough, you are bound to guess something right.

Mr. Bloom. W hat do you predict about farm legislation?  I would

lik e to get your opinion on that. It might put a little thought into

the minds of some of these farmers from F orty-second and Broad-

way.

Mr. H oudini. It is strange that mediums and clairvoyants and

astrologists have to charge from $ 2 to $ 10 to tell you what is going

to happen, when they could mak e a million dollars every week  in

W all S treet. They could tell who is going to be elected all the time.

Mr. R athbone. C an you not get somebody to tell us about the

result of the Pennsylvania primary to-day?

Mr. H oudini. I would lik e to do it myself.

This is the bill that was vetoed in N ew Y ork . This is the bill that

will eventually be put through under the guise of religion. H ere

is the bill they will try to pass in every S tate, and I believe if you

give them a chance they will put it over.

Mr. R athbone. I would lik e to hear that. W hat bill is that?

Mr. H oudini. That is a bill providing for fortune telling. May

I read it?

[ S tate of N ew Y ork . N o. 655. Int. 616. la S enate, F ebruary 15, 1920]

A N  A C T To amend the code of criminal procedure in relation to disorderly persons

The people of the S tate of N ew Y ork , represented in senate and assembly,

do enact as follows:

S ection 1. S ubdivision 3 of section 899 of the code of criminal procedure

is hereby amended to read as follows:

3. Persons pretending to tell fortunes, or where lost or stolen goods may be

found;  but the words " pretending to tell fortunes,"  as used in this subdivision,

shall not be construed to mean or include any word or words used by any

person ivhile performing the rite or rites or ex ercising the privileges or per-

forming the duties of any branch of the ministry of any religious order or

church incorporated pursuant to the religious corporations law of the S tate of

N ew Y ork .

S ec. 2. This act shall tak e effect S eptember 1, 1926.

E x planation.— Matter in italics is new;  matter in brack ets ([  ] ) Is old law to be

omitted.

Mr. R athbone. Do you claim it is the law now?

Mr. H oudini. It is not the law now. Governor S mith vetoed it in

N ew Y ork .

Mr. Bloom. In C hicago have they a license for fortune telling

Mr. H oudini. N o;  but if you belong to the S piritualist C hurch

you can tell fortunes.

Mr. Bloom. Is not that the law practically all over the country,

that if you belong to the S piritualist C hurch you can tell fortunes?

In C hicago is there a law allowing people to tak e out a license to tell

fortunes?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  no license.

Mr. McL eod. H ow long is that bill?
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FORTUNE TELLING 25 

Mr. McLEOD. Is it a fact that there has never been anv actual 
demonstration or actual proof~ I understand astrology can bring 
out facts that have been proven to be true . 

. Mr. HOUDINI. 'Vhere they make so many guesses, sometimes they 
make a good guess. I predicted the election of the mayor of 
Worcester. I hit lots of things, just like anybody else. If you 
guess often enough, you are bound to guess something right. 

Mr. BLOOM. "That do you predict about fa.rm legislation~ I would 
like to get your opinion on that. It might put a little thought into 
the minds of some of these farmers from Forty-second and Broad­
way. 

j\-fr. HouDINI. It is strange that mediums and clairvoyants and 
astrologists have to charge from $2 to $10 to tell you what is going 
to happen, when they could make a million dollars every week in 
Wall Street. They could tell who is going to be elected all the time. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Can you not get somebody to tell us about the 
result of the Pennsylvania primary to-day~ 

l\fr. HoumNI. I would like to do it myself. 
. This is the bill that was vetoed in New York. This is the bill that 
will eventually be put through under the guise of religion. Here 
is the bill they will try to pass in every State, and I believe if you 
give them a chance they will put it over. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I would like to hear that. What bill is that~ 
Mr. HouDINI. That is a bill providing for fortune telling. May 

I read it~ 

[State of New York. No. 655. Int. 616. In Senate. February 15, 19261 

AN ACT To amend the code of criminal procedure in relation to disorderly persons 

The people o·f the State of Neio Y<>rk, represented in senate (Jlnd, o,ssembly, 
do en.act o,s f <>Umcs: 

SECTION 1. Subdivision 3 of section 899 of the code of criminal procedure 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

3. Persons pretending to tell fortunes, or where lost or stolen goods may be 
found; but the W<>rdB "pretending to teZZ f<Jrlu,nes," as 1"8ed in this subd!Wision, 
Jthall n.<>t be aon.strued to meain or include an11 wart!, or w<>rd:s used by any 
person while performiitng the rite <>r rUes <>r ea:erci8ing th-e pritvileges or per­
formftng the duties <>f any wanch <>f tne minii.etry of any religious order or 
church inc<>rp<>rated pursuant to the religious corpora-ti<ms law of the State <>f 
New Y<>rk. 

SEC. 2. This act shall take effect September 1, 1926. 
E'xPL.&.NATION.-Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets ( [ J) Is old law to be 

-0mitted. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Do you cJaim it is the law now~ . . . 
Mr. HouDINI. It is not the law now. Governor Smith vetoed 1t m 

New York. 
Mr. BLOOM. In Chicago have they a license for fortune telling 
Mr. HouorNI. No; but if you belong to the Spiritualist Church 

you can tell fortunes. 
Mr. BLOOM. Is not that the law practically all over the country, 

that if you belong to the Spiritualist Church you can tell fortunes~ 
In Chicago is there a law allowing people to take out a license to tell 
for.tunes? 

Mr. HoUDINI. No; no license. 
Mr. McLEOD. How long is that bill~ 
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Mr. H oudini. I don' t have to read it. It provides that the act

shall not be construed to interfere with spiritualistic mediums or

officers of any public ministry or accredited representatives of any

religion. There is no license whatsoever, but if you belong to the

spiritualists church and say the spirit of A braham L incoln is present,

and that he tells me such and such is the case, they can do it, but

no license is granted.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou do not mean to be tak en literally, do you, in

saying that no religion should have the right to tell what a person' s

future is going to be?  Is not that a large part of religion?

Mr. H oudini. N ot who your wife is going to be, or how an invest-

ment in real estate is going to turn out. It does not charge a dollar

or two dollars or five dollars for telling you when to sell your house.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. H oudini, is there not a common sense way of

look ing at this?  I want to get your view about it. W hat you want

to avoid is having people defrauded of considerable sums of money.

Y ou would not obj ect to a person paying 25 or 50 cents to have his

or her fortune told, even if they did not believe in it, as a little form

of entertainment, or something, would you?  Y ou would not want

to prevent the boy or girl at the country fair having somebody tell

their fortune, or some trifle lik e that, to get a little fun out of it, and

maybe go away laughing and say they do not believe in it?  W hat

you want to reach is the defrauding of people of considerable sums

of money so that real inj ustice is done?

Mr. H oudini. May I answer your q uestion by ask ing one?

Mr. Bathbone. Y es;  go ahead.

Mr. H oudini. Do you believe it would be all right to give a boy

or girl j ust a tiny bit of dope or opium, j ust enough to mak e them

happy?  If you say yes, I will say yes.

Mr. R athbone. I do not see any analogy between the two.

Mr. H oudini. A bsolutely. Y ou have not visited the insane asy-

lums lik e I have. I got these in W ashington. These are luck y

charms. I would lik e to put these in evidence.

They start in generally at $ 50. They paid for these from $ 5

downwards. They ask ed one investigator $ 500, but eventually took

$ 5. I say 100 per cent of the fortune-telling, under any circum-

stances, is fraudulent. A  fraudulent medium is in the dirtiest pro-

fession in the world.

Mr. McL eod. W e can not get around that, if we attempt it. W e

have the S piritualist C hurches. W hat about the C hristian S cience

C hurches?

Mr. H oudini. They don' t tak e their money for luck y charms.

Mr. McL eod. They mak e collections.

Mr. H oudini. That is different.

Mr. Bathbone. Y ou would recognize this statement to be true,

would you not: That if there is one fundamental principle of our

country and of our C onstitution, it is to guarantee to every one free-

dom of thought and religious worship.

Mr. H oudini. May I read what Governor A l S mith said about it?

W hen he vetoed the spiritualist bill he said:

The code of criminal procedure to-day declares that. persons pretending to

tell fortunes of where lost or stolen goods may be found are disorderly persons.

This bill seek s to mak e them orderly persons provided they are performing the

rite or rites, or ex ercising the privileges, or performing the duties of any
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26 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HOUDINI. I don't have to read it. It provides that the act 
shall not be construed to interfere with spiritualistic mediums or 
officers of any public ministry or accredited representatives of any 
religion. There is no license whatsoever, but if you belong to the 
spiritualists church and say the spirit of Abraham Lincoln is present, 
and that he tells me such and such is the case, they can do it, but 
no license is granted. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You do not mean to be taken literally, do you, in 
saying that no religion should have the right to tell what a person's 
future is going to be~ Is not that a large part of religion f. 

Mr. HouDINI. Not who your wife is going to be, or how an invest­
ment in real estate is going to turn out. It does not charge a dollar 
or two dollars or five dollars for telling you when to sell your house. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Houdini, is there not a common sense way of 
looking at this? I want to get your view about it. \Vhat you want 
to avoid is having people defrauded of considerable sums of money. 
You would not object to a person paying 25 or 50 cents to have his 
or _her fortune told, even if they did not believe in it, as a little form 
of entertainment, or something, would you~ You would not want 
to prevent the boy or girl at the country fair having somebody tell 
their fortune, or some trifle like that, to get a little fun out of it, and 
maybe go away laughing and say they do not believe in it? What 
you want to reach is the defrauding of people of considerable sums 
of money so that real injustice is done? 

Mr. HOUDINI. May I answer your question by asking one~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. Yes; go ahead. 
Mr. Houonn. Do you believe it would be all right to give a boy 

or girl just a tiny bit of dope or opium, just enough to make them 
happy~ If you say yes, I will say yes. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I do not see any analogy between the two. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Absolutely. You have not visited the insane asy- · 

lums like I have. I got these in Washington. These are lucky 
charms. I would like to put these in evidence. 

They start in generally at $50. They paid for these from $5 
downwards. They asked one investigator $500, but eventually took 
$5. I say 100 per cent of the fortune-telling, under any circum­
stances, is fraudulent. A fraudulent medium is in the dirtiest pro-
fession in the world. . 

Mr. McLEOD. We can not get around that, if we attempt it. We 
have the Spiritualist Churches. What about the Christian Science 
Churches~ 

Mr. HoUDINI. They don't take their moriey for lucky charms. 
Mr. McLEOD. They make collections. 
Mr. HOUDINI. That is difl'erent. 
Mr. RATHBONE. You would recognize this statement to be true, 

would you not: That if there is one fundamental principle of our 
country and of our Constitution, it is to guarantee to every one free­
dom of thought and religious worship. 

Mr. HOUDINI. May I read what Governor Al Smith said about it~ 
When he vetoed the spiritualist bill he said : 

The code of criminal procedure to-day declares that. persons pretending to 
tell fortunes of where lost or stolen goods may be found are disorderly persons. 
This bill seeks to make them orderly persons provided they are performing the 
rite or rites, or exercising the privileges, or performing the duties of any 
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branch of the ministry of any religious order. In operation it would arbi-

trarily select a relatively small number of persons and give them immunity

from prosecution. R egarding it in that light, I am unable to resist the con-

clusion that it violates the C onstitution of the United S tates.

That is what Governor A l S mith said when he vetoed the bill.

Mr. Bloom. F or the benefit of the gentleman from Illinois, I want

to read to him the law pertaining to fortune-telling in C hicago:

F R A UDS  A N D F R A UDUL E N T R E PR E S E N TA TIO N S ;  F O R TUN E  TE L L IN Q

A dvertising prohibited— Penalty.-— It shall be unlawful for any person or

persons to advertise by display sign, circular, handbill, or in any newspaper,

periodical, magazine, or other publication or publications, or by any other

means, to tell fortunes or reveal the future, or to find or restore lost or stolen

property, to locate oil wells, gold or silver, or other ore or metal or natural

product;  to restore lost love, friendship, or affection;  to reunite or procure

lovers, husbands, wives, lost relatives or friends, or to give advice in business

affairs, or advice of any k ind or nature to others for or without pay, by

means of occult or psychic power, faculties or forces, clairvoyance, psychology,

psychometry, spirits, mediumship, seership, prophecy, astrology, palmistry,

necromancy, or lik e crafty science, cards, talismans, charms, potions, magnet-

ism or magnetized articles or substances, oriental mysteries, or magic of any

k ind or nature;  and any person convicted thereof shall be punished by a fine

of not less than- $ 25 nor more than $ 100 for each offense.

S pirit mediumship, etc., forbidden— Penalty.— A ny person or persons who

shall obtain money or property from another by fraudulent devices and prac-

tices in the name of, or by means of spirit mediumship, palmistry, card read-

ing, astrology, seership, or lik e crafty science, or fortune telling of any k ind,

shall be punished by a fine of not less than $ 25 nor more than $ 100 for each

offense.

F raud at meetings, etc.— Penalty.— A ny person or persons who shall hold or

give any public or private meeting, gathering, circle, or seance of any k ind in

the name of spiritualism, or of any other religious body, society, cult or

denomination, and therein practice, or permit to be practiced, fraud or decep-

tion of any k ind, shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not

less than $ 25 nor more than $ 100 for each offense.

Mr. R athbone. That is a good law.

Mr. H ammer. If we have not got such a law here, we ought to

have it.

Mr. Bloom. That is what this bill calls for.

Mr. H ammer. I do not think  so.

Mr. Bloom. It prohibits fortune telling under the guise of spirit-

ualism. I think  that people who believe in spiritualism have j ust

as much right to believe in that as I have to believe in my religion,

but I say when any religion is used as a guise to defraud people I

believe it should be legislated against.

Mr. R athbone. I agree with you.

Mr. H ammer. Does not this bill include C hristian S cience?

Mr. H oudini. N o. It does not mean any religion at all.

Mr. H ammer. C hristian S cientists practice medicine on faith with

prayer, and you say there is no such thing.

Mr. H oudini. There is such a thing as the emotions having an

effect upon the body, but what I am aiming at is telling you for $ 10

that you are going to marry a fat woman. That is a very different

thing.

Mr. H ouston. W hat harm does it do?

Mr. H oudini. W hy charge them for it?

Mr. H ammer. I do not believe in C hristian S cience.

Mr. H oudini. N either do I.
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Mr. H ammer. But C hristian S cientists do believe in healing by

faith.

Mr. H oudini. But that does not tell your fortune.

Mr. H ammer. This bill does not include that?

Mr. H oudini. N o. H ere is a photograph of a woman who was

30 years a medium. Mrs. A nne M. C lark  Benninghofen, of A nder-

son, Ind., who is now reformed. I have a number of affidavits

I could read to you. I can go as far as any of these people. I can

bring back  the spirits j ust as much as they can.

Mr. H ammer. Does not that include you?

Mr. H oudini. I do not tell fortunes.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not believe in that mystic power?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H ammer. H ow about sleight of hand?

Mr. H oudini. If you tell fortunes by sleight of hand, that would

apply to it.

Mr. H ammer. But this mystic power, as I get it, is really sleight

of hand, is it not?

Mr. H oudini. They switch your messages.

Mr. H ammer. That is where your sleight of hand comes in. is it

not?

Mr. H oudini. N o. That is pretending to do something you are not

doing, but I do not tell your fortune.

Mr. Bloom. W hat percentage of your spirits can come back ?

Mr. H oudini. W hat do you mean?

Mr. Bloom. More than 2%  per cent?

Mr. H oudini. This woman I refer to, Mrs. Benninghoff, was 30

years an active spiritualist in A merica. H er mother died and wanted

her to confess, and she did. There is her photograph. I will guar-

antee to give you a message, and you can not detect it.

Mr. Bloom. W ill you give me a message out of that?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. Bloom. Give me a message from Tom Blanton.

Mr. Bathbone. Is that necessary?  C ongressman are often k nown

to blow their own horns.

Mr. H oudini. That is their belief. There are different phases,

but they are all the same.

Mr. McL eod. A  moment ago you stated that some one said some-

where that somehow you got out of some box , or some part of your

body dissolved, or something lik e that. Y ou say those people could

not be convinced to the contrary.

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. McL eod. They believed it was not real?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. McL eod. They paid you to do that.

Mr. H oudini. N o they didn' t.

Mr. McL eod. Did they not pay an admission fee.

Mr. H oudini. They saw the rest of the show.

Mr. McL eod. They paid an admission fee for that. Y ou perform

in vaudeville shows, do you not?

H r. H oudini. Y es and no.

Mr. McL eod. Then it is a fact that you were doing practically the

same thing, only you called it trick ery, and other people call it

science or something other than trick ery.
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28 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HAMMER. But Christian Scientists do believe in healing by 
faith. 

Mr. HoumNI. But that does not tell your fortune. 
Mr. HAMMER. This bill does not include thaH 
Mr. HoUD:rnI. No. Here is a photograph of a woman who was 

30 years a medium. Mrs. Anne M. Clark Benninghofen, of Ander­
son, Ind., who is now reformed. I have a number of affidavits 
I could read to you. I can go as far as any of these people. I can 
bring back the spirits just as much as they can. 

Mr. HAM?.IER. Does not that include vou ~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. I do not tell fortunes." 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not believe in that mystic power~ 
Mr. HounINI. No. . 
Mr. HAMMER. How about sleight of hand~ 
Mr. HouDINI. If you tell fortunes by sleight of hand, that would 

apply to it. 
Mr. HAMMER. But this mystic power, as I get it, is really sleight 

of hand, is it not~ 
Mr. HouDINI. They switch your messages. 
Mr. HAMMER. That is where your sleight of hand comes in, is it 

noH 
Mr. HoUDINI. No. That is pretending to do something you are not 

doing, l:mt I do not tell your fortune. 
Mr. Bi.ooM. What percentage of your spirits can come back~ 
Mr. HoumN1. 'Vhat do you mean 1 
Mr. BLOOM. More than 2%, per cent~ 
Mr. HocDINI. This woman I refer to, Mrs. Benninghoff, was 30 

years an active spiritualist in America . . Her mother died and wanted 
her to confess, and she did. There is her photograph. I will guar­
antee to give you a messag-e, and you can not detect it. 

Mr. BLOOM. Will you give me a message out of that~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes. 
Mr. BLOOM. Give me a message from Tom Blanton. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Is that necessary~ Congressman are often known 

to blow their own horns. 
Mr. HouDINI. That is their belief. There are different phases, 

but they are all the same. 
Mr. McLEOD. A moment ago you stated that some one said some­

where that somehow you got out of some box, or some part of your 
body dissolved, or someth~ng like that. You say those people could 
not be convinced to the contrary. · 

Mr. HOUDINI. Yes. . 
Mr. McLEOD. They believed it was not real 1 
Mr. HounINI. Yes. 
Mr. McLEOD. They paid you to do that. 
Mr. HouDINI. No they didn't. 
Mr. McLEOD. Did they not pay an admission fee. 
Mr. HoUDINI. They saw the rest of the show. 
Mr. McLEOD. They paid an admission fee for that. You perform 

in vaudeville shows, do you not~ 
Hr. HoUDINI. Yes and no. 
Mr. McLEOD. Then it is a fact that you were doing practically the 

same thing, only you called it trickery, and other people call it · 
science or something other than trickery. 
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Mr. H oudini. I did not say it was religion, and I did not charge

for telling their fortunes. I entertained them.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou get paid for allowing that belief to rest in the

people.

Mr. H oudini. I tell them it is trick ery.

Mr. McL eod. They do not believe it.

Mr. H oudini. They do not believe it.

Mr. R athbone. The thing to be guarded against is deliberate

fraud?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. That is practically covered, is it not, in general

by the law of every S tate, and the common law, against obtaining

money under false pretenses, and such laws as that.

Mr. H oudini. N ot in the District of C olumbia. Y ou license them

to be crook ed.

Mr. R athbone. I have not made an intensive study of the law.

H ave you look ed it up carefully to k now whether this subj ect is or is

not covered in whole or in part by the ex isting laws of the District

of C olumbia?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir;  not if you can get a license for $ 25. May

I show you what we can do under the law here?  L ast night I caught

Mrs. J ane C oates and Mrs. Marcia tak ing money from me. Mrs.

Marcia took  $ 10 and Mrs. J ane C oates took  $ 2.

(The committee and audience were thrown into a state of confu-

sion. The chairman was endeavoring to restore order, several

members of the committee demanding the regular order, and the

witness and some six  or eight others were talk ing at the same time.)

Mr. H oudini. Mis. Marcia took  $ 10 of my money, and you took  $ 2.

Mrs. J ane C oates. I brought witnesses to tell what you were say-

ing in this meeting.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou will have an opportunity to talk  in a moment.

Mr. H oudini. Y esterday my investigator went around and was

robbed by 10 people, and they all accused her of certain things.

Y ou accused her of being intimate with a man.

Mrs. C oates. O h, no.

Mr. H ammer. I obj ect to that remark . Y ou are too much of a

gentleman to mak e a statement of that k ind when the witness can

not reply to you.

Mr. H oudini. May I answer that?  I would not believe a fraudu-

lent medium under oath. In C hicago L awyer C olburn' s son took

a check  I had as evidence.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. J ohn J . C olburn?

Mr. H oudini. H is son.

Mr. R athbone. W hen did that happen?

Mr. H oudini. In C hicago two week s ago, in front of J udge

H olmes. The check  was missing. L awyer C olburn said I had

stolen it. It is in the minutes. I told it to the j ury. They say all

I want is publicity. I don' t need any publicity. I am not work ing

the rest of the year. They found the check  in Mr. C olburn' s son' s

brief case, and he said to J udge H olmes that he got it in there by

mistak e. Y ou k now L awyer C olburn. H e is a good reputable

lawyer.

Mr. R athbone. I k now J ohn J . C olburn. I do not k now that

ease, but we can not try that case.
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FORTUNE TELLING 29 

Mr. HouDINI. I did not say it was religion, and I did not charge 
for telling their fortunes. I entertained them. 

Mr. McLEOD. You get paid for allowing that belief to rest in the 
people. . 

1\Ir. HouDINI. I tell them it is trickery. 
¥r. McLEOD. They do not believe it. 
Mr. HOUDINI. They do not believe it. 
Mr. RATHBONE. The thing to be guarded against is deliberate 

fraud~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That is practically covered, is it not, in general 

by the law of every State, and the common law, against obtaining 
money under false pretenses, and such laws as that. 

Mr. HoumNI. Not in the District of Columbia. You license them 
to be crooked. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I have not made an intensive study of the law. 
Have you looked it up carefully to know whether this subject is or is 
not covered in whole or in part by the existing laws of the District 
of Columbia? -

l\fr. HouDINI. No, sir; not if you can get a license for $25. May 
I show you what we can do under the law here? Last night I caught 
Mrs. Jane Coates and Mrs. Marcia taking money from me. Mrs. 
Marcia took $10 and Mrs. Jane Coates took $2. 

(The committee and audience were thrown into a state of confu­
sion. The chairman was endeavoring to restore order, several 
members of the committee demanding the regular order, and the 
witness and some six or eight others were talking at the same time.) 

Mr. HouDINI. Mrs. Marcia took $10 of my money, and you took $2. 
Mrs. Jane COATES. I brought witnesses to tell what you were say­

ing in this meeting. 
Mr. McLEOD. You will have an opportunity to talk in a moment. 
Mr. HopnrNI. Yesterday my investigator went around and was 

robbed by 10 peolle, and they all accused her of certain things. 
You accused her o being intimate with a man. 

Mrs. CoATEs. Oh, no. 
Mr. HAMMER. I object to that remark. You are too much of a 

gentleman to make a statement of that kind when the witness can 
not reply to you. 

Mr. HOUDINI. May I answer that? I would not believe a fraudu­
lent medium under oath. In Chicago Lawyer Colburn's son took 
a check I had as evidence. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. John J. Colburn~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. His son. 
Mr. RATHBONE. When did that happen~ 
Mr. HouorNI. In Chicago two weeJi:s ago, in front of Judge 

Holmes. The check was missing. IJawyer Colburn said I had 
stolen it. It is in the minutes. I told it to the jury. They say all 
I want is fublicity. I don't need any publicity. I am not workin~ 
the rest o the year. They found the check in Mr. Colburn's sons 
brief case, and he said to Judge Holmes that he got it in there by 
mistake. ·You know Lawyer Colburn. He is a good reputable 
lawyer. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I know John J. Colburn. I do not know that 
case, but we can not try that case. 
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Mr. H oudini. I am telling you what these mediums will do. A nd

I want to introduce this witness to show what they will do. I want

to prove these mediums took  money from her yesterday.

Mr. H ammer. W hy do you not go into court?  /

Mr. H oudini. The law does not cover it. I want to show you

what you can do under the law. Y ou license these people to steal.

They are criminals.

Mr. H ammer. W e do not license them to steal.

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  you do. I beg your pardon, but they do steal.

Mr. McL eod. W hat statement do you want her to mak e?

Mr. H oudini. I want her to tell you her ex perience with Mrs. J ane

C oates, and her ex perience with Mrs. Marcia. N ever mind the other

eight. W e j ust want those two important ones.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. H ammer, in paragraph 32 of the law relating to

license tax es in the District of C olumbia, I want to read the law

for the benefit of the members of the committee, so they may under-

stand that whatever they have done or whatever these people are

trying to do, they have a right to do that under the law. Y ou can

see that if you will listen to this law.

Mr. H ammer. I do not need to listen. I k now it is against the law

in every j urisdiction in A merica.

Mr. Bloom. They have the right to do that for profit or gain.

That is the broadest law in the entire United S tates, either licensing

or regulating fortune-telling. They can do anything they want

to do.

Mr. H ammer. N ot by committing fraud.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou may proceed with this witness.

S TA TE ME N T O F  MIS S  H O S E  MA C KE N BE R G

Mr. H oudini. J ust go ahead and state what you did yesterday.

Miss Mack enberg. I phoned Mrs. C oates at 9.30 and ask ed her to

mak e an appointment. S he made an appointment for 4 o' clock .

W hen I got there she was busy. I had to wait about 30 minutes

before I saw her.

Mr. McL eod. That was yesterday?

Miss Mack enberg. Y esterday afternoon.

Mr. McL eod. May 1? ?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir. W hen she came in she took  me into

another room and ask ed me whether I understood the principles of

spiritualism, and went into details about that. S he said she saw

a blue vapor about me and got the impression of a man who was

strangling, and she recognized the condition as that of my husband.

This man was also with a couple of children. Did I recognize who

they were?  S he said the children appeared as though they were

with my husband and were my children. S he also mentioned the

name of L ena as my daughter, about 15 years of age, and had pro-

gressed very much since she had passed into the spirit. S he said,

" Y ou are interested in a man at the present time. I do not k now

whether he is going to marry you, but you have been intimate with

him— in fact, q uite intimate, almost as good as married."  I said

I didn' t q uite understand what she meant, and she said, " W ell, of

course, I do not believe in such relationships, but it is q uite in vogue
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30 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HouDINI. I am telling you what these mediums will do. . And 
I want to introduce this witness to show what they will do. I want 
to prove these mediums took money from her yesterday. 

Mr. HAMMER. Why do you not go into court~ , 
Mr. HoUDINI. The law does not cover ·it. I want to show you 

what you can do under the law. You license these people to steal. 
They are criminals. · 

Mr. HAMMER. We do not license them to steal. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes; you do. I beg your pardon, but they do st.eel. 
Mr. McLEOD. What statement do you want her to make~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. I want her to tell you her experience with Mrs. Jane 

Coates, and her experience with Mrs. Marcia. Never mind the other 
eight. We just want those two important ones. 

Mr. BLOOM. Mr. Hammer, in paragraJ?h 32 of the law relating to 
license taxes in the District of Columbia, I want to read the law 
for the benefit of the members of the committee, so they may under­
stand that whatever they have done or whatever these people are 
trying to do, they have a right to do that under the law. You can 
see that if you will listen to this law. 

Mr. HAMMER. I do not need to listen. I know it is against the law 
in every jurisdiction in America. 

Mr. BLOOM. They have the right to do that for profit or gain. 
That is the broadest law in the entire United States, either licensing 
or regulating fortune-telling. They can do anything they want 
to do. 

Mr. HAMMER. Not by committing fraud. 
Mr. McLEOD. You may proceed with this witness. 

STATEMENT OF MISS ROSE ?tlACKENBERG 

Mr. HoUDINI. Just go ahead and state what you did yesterday. 
Miss MACKENBERG. I phoned Mrs. Coates at 9.30 and asked her to 

make an appointment. She made an appointment for 4 o'clock. 
When I got there she was busy. I had to wait about 30 minutes 
before I saw her. 

Mr. McLEOD. That was yesterday~ 
Miss MAcKENBERG. Yesterday afternoon. 
Mr. McLEOD. May 17? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. When she came in she took me into 

another room and asked me whether I understood the principles of 
spiritualism, and went into details about that. She said she saw 
a blue vapor about me and got the impression of a man who was 
strangling, and she recognized the condition as that of my husband. 
This man was also with a cou.ele of children. Did I recognize who 
they were? She said the cJ:uldren appeared as though they were 
with ml husband and were my children. She also mentioned the 
name o Lena as my daughter, about 15 years of age, and had pro­
gressed very much since she had passed into the spirit. She said, 
'~You are interested in a man at the present time. I do not know 
whether he is going to marry you. but you have been intimate with 
him-in fact, quite intimate, almost as good as married." I said 
I didn't quite understand what she meant, and she said, "Well, of 
course, I do not believe in such relationships, but it is quite in vogue 
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at the present time, and the vibration and the spirit condition about

me indicates that."

S he then said, " Y ou are going on a trip through the E ast."  I

ask ed her if it was F lorida, and she said, " N o;  it look s to me more

lik e A tlantic C ity."  I said, " H ow do you get that impression? "

S he said, "  The spirits give it to me very strongly."  S he said I was

going to be offered some money very shortly, but the spirits advised

me to be careful about tak ing it. S he then handed me a pamphlet

and said she conducted meetings and would I care to attend them.

That was an independent organization, she said, different from the

N . S . A . A nd would I care to come to the S enate room to-morrow

morning and hear the argument she was going to put up in relation

toH oudini' sbill?

I ask ed her how much the reading was, and she said $ 2. I handed

her $ 2 and crumpled them up, and she unfolded them and said I

was very nervous;  that the spirits said if I didn' t get over that

nervous condition I was in I would die very shortly;  that the spirits

were very strong about saying that.

Mr. R athbone. Did you go to that lady at the instance or req uest

of Mr. H oudini?

Miss Mack enberg. I went to a number of them. Mrs. C oates was

j ust one of those I visited.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou were out to get information for Mr. H oudini?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. That is what you wanted to do?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. W ere you in his employ?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. To get evidence for him?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. F or the committee;  so I could bring it here this

morning.

Did she tell you you were intimate with a man?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. S he did?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. Tell what you k now about Madam Marcia. H ow

much did Mrs. C oates charge you?

Miss Mack enberg. Two dollars.

Mr. H oudini. Go ahead and tell me about Mrs. Marcia.

Miss Mack enberg. I made an appointment with Mrs. Marcia also,

and she gave me an appointment for 11 o' clock  in the morning.

Mr. McL eod. W as that yesterday?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir. W hen I called there a colored maid

admitted me and ask ed me to wait, saying Mrs. Marcia was busy.

I waited until about 11.30, when two women left, and I was ask ed

to go up stairs. Madam Marcia look ed as though she had been

crying. S he was very much worried about this H oudini bill;  that

the spirits were bothering her, saying she would have to j oin the

spiritualistic organization to be immune from the bill.

S he then went on and talk ed about the fight that they had in

the S enate recently, where she had gotten up and spok en about

the bill, and went on to say that about 20 years ago she work ed

104123— 26 3
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FORTUNE TELLING 31 

at the present time, and the vibnt.ion and the spirit condition about 
me indicates that." 

She then said, "You are going on a trip through the East." I 
asked her if it was Florida. and she said, "No; it looks to me more 
like Atlantic City." I said, "How do you get that impression 1" 
She said,'' The spirits give it to me very strongly." She said I was 
going to be offered some money very shortly, but the spirits advised 
me to be careful about taking it. She then handed me a pamphlet 
and said she conducted meetings and would I care to attend them. 
That was an ·independent organization, she said, different from the 
N. S. A. And would I care to come to the Senate room to-morrow 
morning and hear the argument she was going to put up in relation 
to Houdini's bill 1 · 

I asked her how much the reading was, and she said $2. I handed 
her $2 and crumpled them up, and she unfolded them and said I 
was very ·nervous; that the spirits said if I didn't get over th~t 
nervous condition I was in. I would die very shortly; that the spirits 
were very strong about saying that. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. Did you go to that lady at the instance or request 
of Mr. Houdini 1 

Miss MACKENBERG. I went to a number of them. Mrs. Coates was 
just one of those I visited. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You were out to get information for Mr. HoudiniW 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That is what you wanted to do~ 
Miss MACKENBERO. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Were you in his employ? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. To ~et evidence for him 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
l\fr. HoumNI. For the committee; so I could bring it here this 

morning. 
Did she tell you you were intimate with a man? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
l\fr. HouDINI. She did? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Tell what you know about Madam Marcia. How 

much did Mrs. Coates charge you? 
:Miss ~{ACKENBFJRG. Two dollars. 
l\fr. HOUDINI. Go ahead and tell me about Mrs. Marcia: 
Miss MACKENBERG. I made an appointment with Mrs. Marcia also, 

and she gave me an appointment for 11 o'clock in the morning. . 
Mr. McLEOD. Was that yesterday? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. When I called there a colored maid 

admitted me and asked me to wait, saying Mrs. Marcia was busy. 
I waited until about 11.30, when two women left, and I was asked 
to ao up stairs. Madam Marcia looked as though she had been 
crymg. She was very much worried about this Houdini bill; that 
the spirits were bothering her, saying she would have to join the 
spiritualistic organization to be immune from the bill. 

She then went on and talked about the fight that they had in 
the Senate recently, where she had gotten up and spoken about 
the bill, and went on to say that about 20 years ago she worked 

10412.3-26--3 
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for a Miss Pepper as medium, but that she had come on to W ashing-

ton and didn t care to go into that branch of mediumistic work ,

as it was overcrowded. S he said she used to give spirit messages,

and always had a crowd when her name was published;  in fact,

she had as good a house as H oudini did at the Belasco Theater.

Mr. H otj dina. W hom was she trying to get over the telephone?

Miss Mack enberg. S he called C ongressman Bloom' s office and

left word she had a very important message for C ongressman Bloom

and was anx ious to get him, and would he please call her?  S he

said the two women who j ust left were from the S enate, and they

were doing some very active work  trying to hinder this bill from

being passed.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou sort of gathered from what was said, did

you not that this was really a contest between the spiritualists on

the one side and Mr. H oudini and his tribe on the other side, one

wanting to drive the other out of the field and tak e it all themselves?

Miss Mack enberg. I had formed no opinion at all. I merely

followed instructions as to what I was to do.

Mr. McL eod. Proceed.

Mr. H oudini. H ow much did she charge you?

Miss Mack enberg. S he charged me $ 10.

Mr. H oudini. Did you pay her?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es. W hile she was giving me that reading

she said that as she sat there she got a very strong vibration of

someone who had died of cancer;  in fact, she smelled a condition

of cancer, and she shuddered a couple of times. Then she said

some one by the name of J oseph or George was communicating

very strongly with her. S he said she sometimes got spirit vibra-

tions very strongly, although she had gotten away from spiritualism,

q uite a bit. S he said a number of S enators were coming to her

readings;  in fact, most of the S enators did consult astrologists.

Mr. Bloom. N o C ongressmen;  j ust the S enators?

Miss Mack enberg. J ust the S enators. S he said she had been to

a materialization seance on S unday, held at the Unity S piritualist

C hurch, and that in the cabinet a note was written by one of the

spirits and she tried to get it, but when she tried the supposed-to-

be spirit withdrew and dropped the note. A fter the meeting was

over she went to the cabinet and pick ed the note up, and she showed

it to me. It was scrawled very badly. The writing was almost

illegible. S he said, "  To think  that people believe the spirits would

write such j unk ! "

Mr. H oudini. I insist that Mrs. C oates k eep away from the

witness.

W hat did she tell you about the W hite H ouse and seances being

there?

Mrs. C oates. I obj ect. Y ou are talk ing about me. Mr. C hair-

man, I demand the right to answer this.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou will have an opportunity to be heard.

Mr. H ouston. I suggest that we finish with Madam Marcia first.

Mr. H oudini. Go on.

Mrs. C oates. I am ill, and I have something to say.

Miss Mack enberg. Madam Marcia told me her charge and I

ask ed her if she would not accept less than $ 10. S he said $ 10 or

nothing;  in fact, $ 15 for a written horoscope and $ 10 for the other.
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for a Miss Pe~per as medium, but that she had come on to Washing­
ton and didn t care to go into that branch of mediumistic work, 
as it was overcrowded. She said she used to give spirit messages, 
and always had a crowd when her name was published; in fact, 
she had as good a house as Houdini did at the Belasco Theater. 

Mr. HouDINA. Whom was she trying to get over the telephone? 
Miss MAcKENBF.RG. She called Congressman Bloom's office and 

left word she had a very important message for Congressman Bloom 
and was anxious to get him, and would he please call her W She 
said the two women who just left were from the Senate, and they 
were doing some very active work trying to hinder this bill from 
beiug passed. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You sort of gathered from what was said, did 
you not that this was really a contest between the spiritualists on 
the one side and Mr. Houdini and his tribe on the other side, one 
wanting to drive the other out of the field and take it all themselves~ 

· Miss MAcKENBERG. I had formed no opinion at all. I merely 
followed instructions as to what I was to do. 

Mr. McLEOD. Proceed. 
Mr. HouDINI. How much did she charge you~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. She charged me $10. 
Mr. HouDINI. Did you pay her~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. While she was giving me that reading 

she said that as she sat there she got a very strong vibration of 
someone who had died of cancer; in fact, she smelled a condition 
of cancer, and she shuddered a couple of times. Then she said 
~mme one by the name of Josel?h or George was communicating 
very strongly with her. She said she sometimes got spirit vibra­
tions very strongly, although she had gotten away from spiritualism 
quite a bit. She said a number of Senators were commg to her 
readings; in fact, most of the Senators did consult astrologists. 

Mr. BLOOM. No Congressmen; just the Senators? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Just the Senators. She said she' had been to 

a materialization seance on Sunday, held at the Unity Spiritualist 
Church, and that in the cabinet a note was written by one of the 
spirits and she tried to get it, but when she tried the supposed-to­
be spirit withdrew and dropped the note. After the meeting was 
over she went to the cabinet and picked the note up, and she showed 
it to me. It was scrawled very badly. The writing was almost 
illegible. She said, " To think that people believe the spirits would 
write such junk!" 

Mr. HouDINI. I insist that Mrs. Coates keep away from the 
witness. ' . 

What did she tell you about the "'\Vhite House and seances being 
iliere? . 

Mrs. CoATEB. I object. You are talking about me. Mr. Chair-
man, I demand the right to answer this. . 

Mr. McLEOD. You will have an opportunity to be heard. 
Mr. HousTON. I suggest that we finish with Madam Marcia first. 
Mr. HouDINI. Go on. 
Mrs. CoATES. I am ill, and I have something to say. 
Miss MACKENBERO. Madam Marcia told me her charge and I 

asked her if she would not accept less than $10. She said $10 or 
nothing; in fact, $15 for a written horoscope and $10 for the other. 
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S he said a number of S enators were coming to her for readings;

in fact, almost all the people in the W hite H ouse believed in spirit-

ualism, and that she was very much chagrined to think  I was trying:

to reduce her fee from what she ask ed.

W hile I was at Madam C oates' s place she said H oudini was up

against a stone wall. S he said, " W hy try to fight spiritualism,

when most of the S enators are interested in the subj ect?  I have

a number of S enators who visit me here, and I k now for a fact

that there have been spiritual seances held at the W hite H ouse

with President C oolidge and his family, which proves that inter-

communication with the dead is established."

Then she mentioned the name of S enator C apper, saying his wife

had died recently, and that he attended spiritualist seances. S he

also mentioned S enator W atson, S enator Dill, and S enator F letcher,

whose wife is a medium and has often given seances. S he k new

C arrington very well, and S later had been present in W ashington

last month, and she had sent a q uestion to him and he had answered

it, but he did not answer it ex actly to the q uestion she had ask ed.

S he said she ex pected some money from the Government shortly.

Mr. H oudini. H ow much money?

Miss Mack enberg. A bout $ 25,000.

Mr. H oudini. Mrs. C oates said that?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. S he said she ex pected to get $ 25,000 from the Gov-

ernment?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. I j ust wanted to establish the fact that she did not

k now it.

Miss Mack enberg. Then she went on to sav that she had done con-

siderable lobbying in the S enate, and had interviewed about 22,

and 16 of them were entirely favorable toward spiritualism, and

if H oudini k new that condition he would tak e different action. S he

said would I try to come to the meeting this morning;  that it would

be very interesting, and she was going to put up a big fight.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou obliged her by coming this morning?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ouston. Did she say anything about the H ouse?

Miss Mack enberg. J ust the S enate.

Mr. McL eod. H ave you anything further?

Miss Mack enberg. N ot at present.

Mr. McL eod. A re there any q uestions?

Mr. H ouston. I would lik e to ask  her if there is any truth in

these things. Is there any truth in any of the things she told you,

or either one of them?

Miss Mack enberg. N one whatever. I have never been married

and never had any children, and contemplated none of the things

she was talk ing about.

May I say one thing more?  Madam Marcia said she had been

called upon or phoned to be careful.

Mr. H oudini. A fter you ex pose mediums, what do they say?

Miss Mack enberg. They always say they k new me. Madam Mar-

cia was very frank  in speak ing to me. S he was at no time suspicioui

of me. S he opened up very frank ly and told me what was ia her

mind;  how they were going to fight the bill.
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FORTUNE TELLING 33· 

She said a number of Senators were coming to her for readings i. 
in fact, almost all the people in the White House believed in spirit­
ualism, and that she was very much chagrined to think I was trying.­
to reduce her fee from what she asked. 

While I ·was at Madam Coates's place she said Houdini was up 
against a stone wall. She said, " Why try to fight spiritualism, 
when most of the Senators are interested in the subject? I have 
a number of Senators who visit me here, and I know for a fact 
that there have been spiritual seances held at the White House 
with President Coolidge and his family, which proves that inter­
communication with the dead is established." 

.Then she mentioned the name of Senator Capper, saying his wife 
had died recently, and that he attended spiritualist seances. She 
also mentioned Senator Watson, Senator Dill, and Senator Fletcher, 
whose wife is a medium and has often given seances. She knew 
Carrington very well, and Slater had been present in Washington 
last month, and she had sent a question to him and he had answered. 
it, but he did not answer it exactly to the question she had asked. · 
She said she expected some money from the Government shortly. 

Mr. HoumNI. How much money? · J 

Miss MACKENBERG. About $25,000. 
- Mr. HouDINI. Mrs. Coates said that~ 

Miss MACKE:SBERG. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HouDINI. She said she expected to get $25,000 from the Gov-

ernment? · · · 
Miss .MAcKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HouDINI. I just wanted to establish the fact that she did not 

know it.· . · · 
Miss MACKENBERG. Then she went on to say that she had done con-·• 

siderable lobbying in the Senate, and had interviewed about 22, 
and 16 of them were entirely favorable toward spiritualism, and 
if Houdini knew that condition he would take different action. She 
said would I try to come to the meeting this morning; that it would 
be very interesting, .and she was going to put up a big fight. 

Mr. BwoM. You obliged her by coming this morning~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HousTON. Did she say anything about the House~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Just the Senate. 
Mr. McLEOD. Have you anything further1 
Miss MACKENBERG. Not at present. 
Mr. McLEOD. Are there any questions~ 
Mr. HousTON. I would like to ask her if there is any truth in 

these things. Is there any truth in any of the things she told you, 
or either one of them~ 
. Miss MACKENBERG. None whatever. I have· never been married 

and never h!ld any children, and conte~plated none of the things 
she· was talking about. · 

May I say one thing more~ Madam Marcia· said she had been 
called upon or phoned to be careful. · · 
M~. HoumNI. After y<;m expose med~ums, what do they say W · · 
Miss MACKENBERG. They always say they knew me. Madam Mar­

cia was very frank in speaking to me. She was ~t no time suspiciou1 
of me. She opened up very frankly and told me what wa~ im he 
mind; how they were going to fight the bill. . . · · . . 

/ 
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Mr. H oudini. W ere you dressed differently from what you are

to-day?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. E ntirely different?

Miss Mack enberg. E ntirely different.

Mrs. C oates. W hy didn' t you wear that coat?

Mr. H oudini. Do they always ask  you that?  ,

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir. They always say they k new me all

the time.

Mrs. C oates. I demand the right to defend myself.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. C hairman, I ask  that we proceed in an orderly

way. There are six  or eight people talk ing at one time, and it is

impossible for us to have any record of these proceedings.

Mrs. C oates. It will not tak e three minutes for me to tell you

what I told her, and it will clear the whole situation.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou may do that later.

Miss Mack enberg. May I show the pamphlet that Mrs. C oates

handed me?

Mr. H oudini. Did she ask  you to j oin?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mrs. C oates. I didn' t ask  her to j oin anything. May I speak ?

Mr. H ammer. I insist that we can not get a record of this pro-

ceeding when so many people are talk ing at one time.

Mr. McL eod. Miss Mack enberg, would you care to answer any

q uestions of Mrs. C oates at this time?

Mr. H oudini. C ertainly.

Mr. R athbone. Did you ever do any detective work  before?

Miss Mack enberg. I would hardly call it detective work . I call

" it investigating work .

Mr. R athbone. Is that your regular line?

Mr. H oudini. S he is one of my investigators.

Mr. Bloom. H ow much have you investigated mediums throughout

the country?

Miss Mack enberg. I have investigated over 300.

Mr. H oudini. W ere you ordained as a minister in spiritualism?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. H ow many times were you ordained?

Miss Mack enberg. S ix  times.

Mr. H oudini. H ere are the ordinations, if you want to see them.

S he was six  times ordained.

Mr. Bloom. W hat did you pay for it?

Miss Mack enberg. I paid from $ 5 to $ 25.

Mr. Bloom. To be a minister?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, sir.

Mr. Bloom. W hat right went with that?

Mr. H oudini. These ordinations tell the whole story.

Mr. McL eod. They are already in the record at the last hearing.

Do you care to answer any q uestions by Mrs. C oates at this time?

Miss Mack enberg. If they are q uestions relating to anything I

have said, I will be glad to.

Mrs. C oates. W ill you ask  this woman, when I came in the room,

if I didn' t say there was a pail of hot water between us?

Mr. H oudini. Is that true?

Miss Mack enberg. N o, sir.
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Mr. HoumNI. Were you dressed differently from what you are 
to-day? 

Miss MACKENBERG. yes, sir. 
Mr. HouDINI. Entirely different 1 
,Miss MACKENBERG. Entirely different. 
Mrs. COATES. Why didn't you wear that coat? . 
Mr. HouDINI. Do they always ask you that 1 . 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. They always say they knew me all 

the time. 
Mrs. COATES. I demand the right to defend myself. 
Mr. HAMMER. Mr. Chairman, I ask that we proceed in an orderly 

way. There are six or eight people talking at one time, and it is 
im_possible for us to have any record of these proceedings. 

Mrs. CoATES. It will not take three minutes for me to tell you 
what I told her, and it will clear the whole situation. 

Mr. HAMMER. You may do that later. 
Miss MACKENBERG. May I show the pamphlet that Mrs. Coate& 

handed meW 
Mr. HouDINI. Did she ask you to join i 
MiSs MAcKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mrs. CoATES. I didn't ask her to join anything. May I speak W 
Mr. HAMMER. I insist that we can not get a record of this pro­

ceeding when so many people are talking at one time. 
Mr. McLEOD. Miss Mackenber~, would you care to answer any 

questions of Mrs. Coates at this time 1 
Mr. HouDINI. Certainly. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Did you ever do any detective work before' 
Miss MACKENBERO. I would hardly call it detective work. I call 

•it investigating work. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Is that your regular line? 
Mr. HouDINI. She is one of my investi~ators. 
Mr. BLOOM. How much have you investigated mediums throughout 

the country 1 . 
Miss MACKENBERG. I have investigated over :}00. 
Mr. HouDINI. Were you ordained as a minister in spiritualism i 
Miss MAcKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HouDINI. How many times were you ordained 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. Six times. 
Mr. HoUDINI. Here are the ordinations, if you want to see them. 

She was six times ordained. 
Mr. BwoM. What did you pay for iU 
Miss MAcKENBERG. I paid from $5 to $25. 
Mr. BLOOM. To be a minister1 · 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BLOOM. What right went with tbaU 
Mr. HouDINI. These ordinations tell the whole story. 
Mr. McLEOD. They are already in the record at the last hearing. 

Do you care to answer any questions b~ Mrs. C~ates at this ~ime 'I 
Miss MACKENBERG. If they are questions relatmg · to anythmg I 

have said, I will be glad to. 
. Mrs. CoATES. Will you ask this woman, when I came in the room, 

if I didn't say there was a pail of hot water between us~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. Is that true~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. No, sir. 



F O R TUN E  TE L L IN G . 35

Mr. McL eod. J ust one at a time is all we can have. W e can not

mak e a record with so many talk ing at once. Y ou will have an

opportunity later on.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. C hairman, I do not mind the ladies standing

up to listen, but I think  they should refrain from talk ing.

Mrs. C oates. May I speak  a word in my defense?

Mr. H ammer. Mr. C hairman, I obj ect.. Mr. H oudini is now on

the stand, and you can not tak e him off until this committee votes

for it.

Mr. McL eod. H ave you finished, Mr. H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. W hen Miss Mack enberg is through.

Mr. McL eod. W ill j tou permit Mrs. C oates to ask  these q uestion

on your time?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. McL eod. A ll right.

Mrs. C oates. W ill you please state if I told you there was some-

body standing back  of my chair, and you ask ed me if it was your

husband, and I said I would not tell you?

Miss Mack enberg. N o.

Mr. H oudini. W hat did she say?

Miss Mack enberg. S he said, " A s I look  upon you, a vapor ex udes

from your body, and the spirit of a man comes to you and he puts

his arm around you and says he is very happy and for you not to

worry."  S he said, " The spirits also tell me that you are going

to tak e a trip very shortly, and going to meet some person and be

placed in a different environment."  I q uestioned her about it and

she said, " That is all"  I can give you at the present time."  A t no

time was she suspicious of me, because she ask ed me repeatedly to

attend her lecture and to come to this meeting this morning. t

Mr. H oudini. Did you lead her on in any way at all?

Miss Mack enberg. N o;  in no way at all.

Mr. H oudini. S he said she saw the spirits of your dead husband

and your children?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mrs. C oates. I deny that most positively.

Miss Mack enberg. S he said there was a spirit came in named

L ena.

Mrs. C oates. I ask ed her, " Is that your daughter? "  S he said,

" I don' t k now who it is."  I said, "  Y ou are work ing for a concern,

and if you don' t stop work ing for them in 18 months it will k ill

you, because you have nervous prostration."  S he had on a pair of

plain glasses. I said, " W hy don' t you tak e those glasses off and

put them in your pock et?  Y ou k now they are no good. Y ou don' t

need them."  I ask ed her if I didn' t see her at Mr. H oudini' s meeting

in the second box . I want to repeat that q uestion.

Miss Mack enberg. Y ou never said that.

Mrs. C oates. Y ou are on oath,

Mr. R athbone. L et her finish.

Miss Mack enberg. Y ou said you had been to H oudini' s perform-

ance and had q uite a lengthy discussion or talk  with H oudini after

the show, and you thought he was very nice;  and, in fact, you felt

he was misdirected.

Mrs. C oates. I said I thought Mr. H oudini was mentally de-

ranged.
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FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. McLEOD. Just one at a time is all we can have. We can not 
make a record with so many talking at once. You will have an 
opportunity later on. 

Mr. HAMMER. Mr. Chairinan, I do not mind the ladies standing 
up to listen, but I think they should refrain from talking. 
. Mrs. CoATES. May I speak a word in my defense¥ 

Mr. HAMMER. Mr. Chairman, I object .. Mr. Houdini is now on 
the stand, and you can not take him off until this committee votes 
for it. 

Mr. McLEOD. Have you finished, Mr. Houdini Y • 
lfr. HOUDINI. When Miss Mackenberg is through. · 
Mr. McLEOD. Will you permit Mrs. Coates to ask these question 

on your time~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. McLEOD. All right. 
Mrs. CoATES. Will you please state if I told you there was some­

body standing back of my chair' and you asked me if it was . your 
husband, and I said I would not tell you~ 

Miss MACKENBERO. No. 
Mr. HoumNI. What did she say~ · . 
Miss MAcKENBERG. She said, "As I look upon you, a vapor exudes 

from your body, and the spirit of a man comes to you and he puts 
his arm around you 11nd says he is very happy and for you not to 
worry." She said, "The spirits also tell me that you are going 
to take a trip very shortly, and going to meet some person and be 
placed in a different environment." I questioned her about it and 
she said, "That is alf I can give you at the present time." At no 
time was she suspicious of me,. because she asked me repeatedly to 
attend her lecture and to come to this meeting this morning. , 

Mr. HoumNI. D.id you lead her on in any way at all~ 
Miss MACKE:SBEilG. No; in no way at all. 
Mr. HoumNI. She said she saw the spirits of your dead husband 

and your children~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
Mrs. COATES. I deny that most positively. 
Miss MACKENBERG. She said there was a spirit came ~n named 

Lena. 
Mrs. COATES. I asked her, "Is that your daughter?" She said, 

"I don't know who it is." I said," You are working for a concern, 
and if you don't stop working for them in 18 months it w.ill kill 
you, because you have nervous prostration." She had on a pair of 
plain glasses. I said, "Whv don't you take those glasses off and 
put them in your pocket~ You know they are no good. You don't 
need them." I asked her if I didn~t see her at Mr. Houdini's meetini? 
in the second box. I want to repeat that question. 

Miss MACKENBERG. You never said that. 
Mrs. COATES. You are on oath. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Let her finish. 
Miss MACKENBEno. You said you had been to Houdini's perform­

ance and had quite a lengthy discussion or talk with Houdini after 
the show, and you thought he was very nice; and, in fact, you felt 
he was misdirected. 

Mrs. CoATES. I said I thought Mr. Houdini was mentally de­
ranged. 
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Miss Mack enberg. Y ou said he was very nice, and you felt lik e

putting your arms around him

Mrs. C oates. O h, no.

Miss Mack enberg. A nd try to cure him of his misdirection or his

misdirected ideas.

Mrs. C oates. O h, no.

Mr. H ammer. I move the witness and the two ladies be req uired

to sit down.

Mrs. C oates. I want to mak e this statement, Mr. McL eod. It

won' t tak e me three minutes.

Mr. McL eod. Is it a fact that you did have glasses on and she

told you to tak e them off;  that they were no good?

Miss Mack enberg. N o, sir. S he didn' t say they were no good.

S he ask ed me why did I wear glasses, were my eyes affected. S he

said, "  Does the light hurt you?

Mrs. C oates. I said they were plain glasses, didn' t I?

Miss Mack enberg. N o.

Mr. H oudini. Did she suspect you of being an investigator?

Miss Mack enberg. A t no time.

Mrs. C oates. I ask ed you what other k ind of work  you could do

besides what you were doing. I said you would mak e a marvelous

policewoman, and if you would go to the policewoman' s bureau they

would give you $ 1,800 a year as an investigator;  that you would

mak e a marvelous investigator. Didn' t I say that?

Miss Mack enberg. N o.

Mrs. C oates. Didn' t I tell you a man would come to you and offer

you money as a bribe, and if you took  it there would be an ex pose

and you would get in trouble?

Miss Mack enberg. N obody has offered me a bribe.

Mr. H oudini. S he is getting in what she wants.

Mr. H ammer. S he ought to get her testimony in, but not now.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou can ask  her q uestions.

Mrs. C oates. May I answer the statement she made about C on-

gress and the W hite H ouse?

Mr. McL eod. N o. Y ou can only ask  q uestions.

Mrs. C oates. Then I will wait until I can testify.

Mr. H oudini. W ill you put that to your ear, and if you will

watch me, here is how the mediums work , in what they call " day-

light."  [ H anding a horn to Mr. H ammer.]

Mr. H ammer. A ll right.

Mr. H oudini. N ow, watch my throat and mouth, and then I will

ex pose the method. N ow, put it to your ear— and you have got to

have faith. [ L aughter.]  Y ou must recite the L ord' s prayer and

then j ust concentrate, and watch that I do not speak . If you hear

a voice you speak  to it j ust the same as if it were a living being.

Y ou say " Thank  you, k ind spirit."  That is the rigamarole they

go through. [ L aughter.]

Mr. H ammer (after listening at the horn). I heard some k ind of

a rumpus.

Mr. H oudini. If you have more faith you will hear a voice after

a while. [ L aughter.]

Mr. H ammer. I have not heard any voices yet.
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Miss MA.cKENBERG. You said he was very nice, and you felt like 
putting your arms around him--

Mrs. CoATES. Oh, no. · 
Mj.~ MACKENBEBG. And try to cure him of his misdirection or bis 

misdirected ideas. 
Mrs. COATES. Oh, no. 
Mr. HAl!rDIEB. I move ~h.e witness and the two ladies be required 

to sit down. 
Mrs. COATES. I want to make this statement, Mr. McLeod. It 

won't take me three minutes. 
Mr. McL:Eon. Is it a fact that you did have glasses on and she 

told _you to take them off; that they were no good~ 
Miss MACKENBERO. No, sir. She d,idn't say they were no good. 

She asked me why did I wear ff lasses, were my eyes affected. ·She 
said, "Does the light hurt you 1 
. Mrs. CoATES. I said they were plain glasses, didn't IV 

Miss MAcKENBEBG. No. 
Mr. HouDINI. Did she suspect you of being ari investigator1 
Miss MACKENBERO. At no time. . 
Mrs. CoATES. I asked you what other kind of work you could do 

besides what you were doing.· -I said you would make & marvelous 
policewoman, and if you would go to the policewoman's bureau they 
would give you $1,800 a year as an investigator; that you would 
make a marvelous investigator. Didn't I say that V 

Miss MACKENBERG. No. 
Mrs. CoATES. Didn't I tell you a man would come to you and offer 

you money as a bribe, and if you took it there would be an expose 
and you would get in trouble? 

Miss MAcKE:NBERG. Nobody has offered me a bribe. 
· ?.fr. HocoINI. She is gett '.ng in what she wants. · 

Mr. HAMMER. She ought to get her testimony in, but not now. 
Mr. McLEOD. You can ask her questions. · 
?tfrs. COATES. May I answer the statement she made about Con­

gress and the White House~ 
Mr. McLEOD. No. You can only ask questions. 
Mrs. CoATES. Then I will wait until I can testify. 

· Mr. HoumNr. Will you put that to your ear, ~nd if you will 
watch me, here is how the mediums work, in what they call "day­
light." [Handing a horn to Mr. Hammer.] 

Mr. HAMMER. All right. 
Mr. HouDINI. Now:..Twatch my throat and mouth, and then I will 

expose the method. .Now, put 'it to your ear-and you have got to 
have faith. [Laughter.] You must recite the Lord's _prayer and 
then just concentrate, and watch that I do not speak. If you hear 
a voice you speak to it just the same as if it were a living being. 
You say "Thank you, kind spirit." That is the rigamarole they 
go through. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HAMMED (after listening at the horn). I heard some kind of 
a rumpus . 
. Mr. HotmINI. If you have more faith you will hear a voice after 
a while. [Laughter.] 

Mr. HAMMER. I have not hea.r.d any voices yet. 
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Mr. H oudini. Y ou have j ust got to concentrate a minute and you

will get it.

Mr. H ammer (after a pause). J  hear the voice all right now.

[ L aughter.]

Mr. H otj dini. Y ou can hear the voice, and the mediums never

watch as close as this. W e are trying to give you a message. [ A fter

a pause.]  Did you hear that?

Mr. H ammer. Y es;  very distinctly.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou want to say, " H ow do you do, k ind spirit."

There is no movement of the lips. W ould you lik e to receive a

message?

Mrs. R ogers. Y es.

(Mrs. R ogers listened at the horn.)

Mr. H oudini. Did you hear a message? '

Mrs. R ogers. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. Did it mention your name?

Mrs. R ogers. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. H ave I ever met you before in my life?

Mrs. R ogers. N ot that I k now of.

Mr. H oudini. I gave her her name, and I never met her before.

Is that your name?

Mrs. R ogers. Y es.

Madame Marcia. C an you give me a message from the dead?

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  but why should I break  your heart and mak e

you cry?  [ L aughter.]  Do you remember the last message that your

son left before he died?

Madame Marcia. Y es;  and you can' t give it to me.

Mr. H oudini. I don' t want to mak e you cry.

Madame Marcia. I will test you before everybody in the com-

mittee. Y ou can not do it, and you can not tell me under what

conditions he died. I challenge you again and again.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. C hairman, I move that this committee have

another session Thursday, to-morrow being the regular day for the

District of C olumbia committee to meet.

Mr. McL eod. The committee will now adj ourn until 10.30 o' clock

nex t Thursday morning.

(W hereupon, at 12 o' clock  noon the subcommittee adj ourned until

10.30 o' clock  a. m., Thursday, May 20, 1926.)

H ouse or R epresentatives,

S ubcommittee or the C ommittee

on the District or C olumbia,

Thursday May 20, 1926.

The committee met at 10.45 o' clock  a. m., H on. C larence J . McL eod

presiding.

Present: R epresentatives McL eod (presiding), H ouston, R athbone,

and H ammer.

The C hairman. The meeting will come to order, and, as it has

been practically decided that this will be the last meeting this session

on this bill, it has been proposed proponents and opponents have

eq ual time, and the proponents have the closing time. Therefore,

it being now a q uarter of eleven and, as we will adj ourn at 12
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FORTUNE TELLING 37 

Mr. HouDINI. You have just got to concentrate a minute and you 
will get it. 

Mr. HAMMER (after a pause). J hear the voice all right now. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. HoumNI. You can hear the voice, and the mediums never 
watch as close as this. We are trying to give you a message. [After 
a pause.] Did you hear that 1 

Mr. HAMMER. Yes; very distinctly. 
Mr. HouDINI. You want to say, "How do you do, kind spirit." 

There is no movement of· the lips. Would you like to receive a 
message~ 

Mrs. ROGERS. Yes. 
(Mrs. Rogers listened at the horn.) 
Mr. HouDINI. Did you hear a message~ 
Mrs. ROGERS. Yes. 
Mr. HouDINI. Did it mention your name~ 
Mrs. ROGERS. Yes. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Have I ever met you before in my life? 
Mrs. ROGERS. Not that I know of .. 
Mr. HouDINI. I gave her her name, and I never met her before. 

Is that your name~ 
Mrs. ROGERS. Yes. 
Madame MARCIA. Can you give me a message from the dead? 
Mr. HoumNI. Yes; but why should I break your heart and make 

yoti cry? [Laughter.] Do you remember the last message that your 
son left before he died 1 

Madame MARCIA. Yes; and you can't give it to me. 
Mr. HouDINI. I don't want to make you cry. 
Madame MARCIA. I will test you before everybody in the com­

mittee. You can not do it, and you can not tell me under what 
conditions he died. I challenge you again and again. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Chairman, I move that this committee have 
another session Thursday, to-morrow being the regular day for the 
District of Columbia committee tQ meet. 

Mr. McLEOD. The committee will now adjourn until 10.30 o'clock 
next Thursday mornin<Y. 

(Whereupon, at 12 o~clock noon the subcommittee adjourned until 
10.30 o'clock a. m., Thursday, May 20; 1926.) 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Thwrsday May 'EO, 19~6. 

The committee met at 10.45 o'clock a. m., Hon. Clarence J. McLeod 
presiding. 

Present: Representatives McLeod (presiding), Houston, Rathbone, 
and Hammer. · 

The CHAIRMAN. The meetin~ will come to order, and, as it has 
heen practically decided that this will be the last meeting this session 
on this bill, it has been proposed proponents and opponents have 
equal time, and the proponents have the closing time. Therefore, 
it being· now a quarter of eleven and, as we will adjourn at 12 
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o' clock , we will divide the time, so if there are a number of witnesses

on both sides you may dividf your time accordingly. ,

Mr. H ouston. H ow much time will you need to close, Mr. H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. I can' t hear you.

Mr. H ouston. I say, how much time will you need to close?

Mr. H oudina. A  half an hour will be satisfactory to me.

Mr. R athbone. A  half an hour?

Mr. H oudini. A  half an hour is ample time.

Mr. H ammer. W e can' t get through with the hearings to-day,

can we?

Mr. McL eod. Three-q uarters of an hour remains to the opponents

of the bill.

Mr. H ammer. C an we get through with the hearings to-day?  Do

you think  that will be time enough?

The C hairman. W e will try to do so. H ow many proponents are

there in the room that care to be heard this morning?

(A  number of those present raised their hands.)

Mr. H ammer. A nd now, the opponents of the measure?

(A  number of those present at the end of the table raised their

hands.)

The C hairman. There are five in all. W ell, then, if the people

who are about to testify will confine themselves to seven or eight

minutes each, even five minutes each, they can be heard and allow

the committee some time to ask  q uestions. W e might let some one

in charge of the different sides allot the time.

Mr. S track . Mr. C hairman, I feel that there is a little inj ustice

to our side of this. Mr. H oudini had most of the time Tuesday and

most of the time yesterday, and now you want to give us j ust the

same amount of time that he gets.

Mr. H oudini. They interrupted my witnesses. If you will ex am-

ine the record you will find that they took  up a great deal of my

time all the time that I was testifying, and may I ask  that no matter

who is on the stand, that we have decorum.

The C hairman. Doctor, S track , you will proceed with your wit-

nesses;  we will get on the best we can, and confine yourselves to

three q uarters of an hour.

S TA TE ME N T O F  H . P. S TE A C K, S E C R E TA R Y  O F  TH E  N A TIO N A L

S PIR ITUA L IS TS '  A S S O C IA TIO N  O F  A ME R IC A , W A S H IN GTO N ,

D. C .

Mr. S track . Mr. C hairman, I would lik e to review briefly some

of the testimony that has come before this committee during this

hearing. The committee will unq uestionably recall the testimony of

a man giving his name as Mr. W iess, of Philadelphia

The C hairman. Pardon me, give us your name and address and

whom you represent before we proceed.

Mr. S track . My name is H . P. S track ;  my title is R everend;

my position is that of secretary of the N ational S piritualists'  A sso-

ciation of A merica;  and my home address is 600 Pennsylvania

A venue S E ., W ashington, D. C .

In the testimony given by the gentleman from Philadelphia he

referred to a seance conducted by a medium named S lade. If the
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38 FORTUNE TELLING 

o'clock, we will divide the time, so if there are a number of witnesses 
on both sides you may dh-idr your time accordingly. · 

Mr. HousroN. How much time will you need to close, Mr. Houdini 1 
Mr. HoumNI. I can't hear you. 
Mr. HouSTON. I say, how much.time will you need to closet 
Mr. HouDINA. A half an hour will be satisfactory to me. 
Mr. RATHBONE. A half an hour t 
Mr. HounINI. A half an hour is ample time. 
Mr. HAMMM. We can't get through with the hearings to-day, 

can we¥ · · , · .. · 
Mr. McLEOD. Three-quarters of an hour remains to the opponents 

of the bill. . 
Mr. HAMMER. Can we get through with the hearings to-day t Do 

you tM.nk that will be time enough¥ . 
The CHAmMAN. We will try to do so. How many proponents are. 

there in the room that care to be heard this· morning~ 
(A number of those present raised their hands.) 
Mr. HAMMER. And now, the opponents of the measure! 
(A number of those present at the end of the table raised their 

hands.) . . . 
The CHAIRMAN. There are five in all. Well, then, if the people 

who are about to testify will confine themselves t.o seven or eight 
minutes each, even five minutes each, they can be heard and allow 
the committee some time to ask questions. We might let some one 
in charge of the different sides allot the time. · 

Mr. STRACK. Mr. Chairman, I feel that there is a little injustice 
to our side of this. Mr. Houdini had most of the time Tuesday and 
most of the time yesterday, and now you want to give us just the 
same amount of time that he gets. 

Mr. HoumNI. They interrupted my witnesses. If you will exam­
ine the record you will find that they took up a great deal of my 
time all the time that I was testifying, and may I ask that no matter 
who is on the stand, that we hAve decorum. 

The CHAmMAN. Doctor, Strack, you will proceed with your wit­
nesses ; we will get on the best we can, and confine yourselves to 
three quarters of an hour. 

STATEKENT OF H. P. STRACK, SECRET.ARY OF THE NATIONAL 
SPIRITUALISTS' ASSOCIATION OF illEBICA, WASHINGTON, 
D. C. 

Mr. STRACK. Mr. Chairman, I would like to review briefly some 
<>f the testimony that has come before this committee during this 
hearing. The committee will unquestionablY. recall the testimony of 
a man giving his name as Mr. '\Viess, of Ph1ladelphia-.-

The CHAmMAN. Pardon me, give us your name and address and 
whom you represent before w~_proceed. 
· Mr. STRACK. My name is H. P. Strack; my title is Reverend; 
my position is that of secretary of the National Spiritualists' Asso­
ciation of America; and my home address is 600 Pennsylvania 
:Avenue SE., '\Vashington, D. C. 

In the testimony given by the gentleman from Philadelphia he 
referred to a seance conducted by a medium named Slade. If the 
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committee will remember, in this man' s testimony he stated the

medium would tak e his foot and k ick  a book , and that the book

would float into the air. That, members of the committee, is a con-

crete evidence of mediumship— the law of levitation, forcing that

book  to remain in the air after it had been k ick ed by the medium.

H ad the man giving the testimony stated the book  had fallen imme-

diately after it had gone into the air, then there would have been a

semblance of fraud in that demonstration. A gain, I wish to call the

attention of the committee to a trumpet demonstration before your

honorable body, and also the name of Mrs. Benninghofen being men-

tioned, and that she now is ex posing the fraudulent presentation of

trumpet mediumship. The fact remains that Mr. Benninghofen was"

a candidate for the office of mayor in the city of A nderson, Ind.

H e was defeated in that election. F ollowing his defeat Mrs. Ben-

ninghofen denounced the phenomena of trumpet mediumship. Gen-

tlemen, it would be impossible for Mrs. Benninghofen to return

every fee to the individuals whom she claims she had defrauded;

but, " if her phenomena is fraudulent, why does she retain that tainted

money?  W hy does she continue to use the fortune she thus accu-

mulated?  W hy does not she give it to some charitable institution

where it can do some good?

A gain, I wish to call the attention of the committee to the state-

ments made by the chief witness of the prosecution, if you please,

that there are no honest mediums;  that they are all fak es and frauds.

I wish to call the attention of the committee to the statements made

before the S enate committee on F ebruary 26. Y our speak er pro-

pounded this q uestion to that man, and ask ed him if he would in-

clude in his statement the Davenport brothers, with whom he had

sat for psychic development in days gone by. The gentleman replied

to that q uestion by stating:

The reason I have not included the Davenport brothers was because they are

personal friends of mine, and I am a student of Dana Davenport.

There, gentlemen of the committee, is an admission from the man

who says there is not an honest medium, that they are all fak es and

frauds;  yet when it comes to his personal friends he believes what

they say and do.

In presenting this bill to C ongress to enact a law in the District

of C olumbia which would, in a measure, suppress the practice of

mediumship in the District of C olumbia, I am ask ing you members

of the committee to tak e this into consideration: F irst, the opposition

to the presentation of " our argument comes from a man who con-

fessed before this committee yesterday that he had no religion.

I am surprised, and I am dumfounded that the C onfederated

C hurches in the District of C olumbia should accept the statements

and the words of a pronounced atheist and infidel.

Psychic phenomena do ex ist, and, when you are passing this

measure I am ask ing you to differentiate between fraud and the

genuine. There are men who are counterfeiting our N ation' s cur-

rency. W ould we condemn the currency coming from the United

S tates Treasury as being fraudulent because others outside dare to

counterfeit it?

A gain, statements have been made before this honorable committee

that the ex isting law providing a $ 25 license fee per year permits

104123— 26 4
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FORTUNE TELLING 39 

committee will remember, in this man's testimony he stated the 
medium would take his foot and kick a book, and that the book 
would float into the air. That, members of the committee, is a · con­
crete evidence of mediumship--the law of levitation, forcing that 
book to remain in the air after it had been kicked by the medium. 
Had the man giving the testimony stated the book had fallen imme­
diately after it had gone into the air, then there would have been a 
semblance of fraud in that demonstration. Again, I wish to call the 
attention of the committee to a trumpet demonstration before your 
honorable body, and also the name of Mrs. Benninghofen being men­
tioned, and that she now is exposing the fraudulent presentation of 
trumpet mediumship. The fact remains that Mr. Benninghofen was· 
a candidate for the office of mayor in the city of Anderson, Ind. 
He was defeated in that election. · Following his defeat Mrs. Ben­
ninghofen denounced the phenomena of trumpet mediumship. Gen­
tlemen, it would be impossible for Mrs. Benninghofen to return 
every fee to the individuals whom she claims she had defrauded; 
but, if her phenomena is fraudulent, why does she retain that tainted 
money¥ Why does she continue to use the fortune she thus accu­
mulated 1 Why does not she give it to some charitable institution 
where it can do some good~ · 

Again, I wish to call the attention of the committee to the state­
ments made by the chief witness of the prosecution, if you · please, 
that there are no honest mediums; that they are all fakes and frauds. 
I wish to call the attention of the committee to the statements made 
before the Senate committee on February 26. Your speaker pro­
pounded this question to that man, and asked him if he would in­
clude in his statement the Davenport brothers, with whom he had 
sat for psychic development in days gone by. The gentleman replied 
to that question by stating: 

The reason I have not included the Davenport brothers was because they are 
personal friends of mine, and I am a student of Dana Davenport. · 

There, gentlemen of the committee, is an admission from the man 
who says there is not an honest medium, that they are all fakes and 
frauds; yet when it comes to his personal friends he believes what 
they say and do. 

In presenting this bill to Congress to enact a law in the District 
of Columbia which would, in a measure, suppress the practice of 
medi umship in the District of Columbia, I am asking you members 
of the committee to take this into consideration: First, the opposition 
to the presentation of "our argument comes from a man who con­
fessed before this committee yesterday that. he had no religion. 

I am surprised, and I am dumfounded that the Confederated 
Churches in the District of Columbia should accept the statements 
and the worqs of a pronounced atheist and infidel. 

Psychic phenomena do exist, and, when you are passing this 
measure I am asking you to diif erentiate between fraud and the 
genuine. There are men who are counterfeiting our Nation's cur­
.rency. Would we condemn the currency coming from the United 
States Treasury as being fraudulent because others outside dare to 
counterfeit it~ · 

Again, statements have been made before this honorable committee 
that the existing law providing a $25 license fee per year permits 

104123-26---4 
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under license so-called mediums to rob the public. That license per-

mits a medium to function, and act according to the laws of the

spirit in our conventions as spiritualist ministers. That law does not

promote, neither does the paying of the license fee permit any

medium to commit any crime or any fraud. I have in my pock et a

permit from the District of C olumbia to drive my motor vehicle over

the streets of this city, but that does not permit me to violate all the

traffic rules enacted by our C ongress. There is before you another

measure to license chiropractors in the District of C olumbia. S hould

that bill pass, and should the chiropractors be licensed, would that

permit them to mak e adj ustments or would it permit them to break

the neck s of their clients?  W e have a police department. W e have

courts, civil courts that we have recourse to, and if there is anyone

perpetrating fraudulent practices touching the public, or individuals,

if you please, those who have been robbed have resource to the police

department and the courts. I want to assure this committee that

your speak er is j ust as much interested as H oudini, and perhaps

more so, in the elimination of frauds in the religion of spiritualism.

[ A pplause.]

It was not so long ago that I received a call from the first pre-

cinct of the police department, and the officer ask ed me what I k new

of a certain medium. That one came from Providence, R . I., to the

first precinct here. I gave that information and the medium was

told to leave town between sunset and sunrise. It was not long

before evidence came to our office of another medium whose record

I k now. Immediately your speak er went to headq uarters, and I met

Detectives F owler and F latherty, and, were they here, they would

testify to the truthfulness of my statement. I advised them of this

man. I showed them where he was stopping at the time, and they

said, " If he puts on a circle, I shall swear out a warrant for his

arrest."  The man was never allowed to hold the circle in the city

of W ashington. H e k new I had his record.

Mr. R athbone. W ould the gentleman find it agreeable if I ask ed

him a few q uestions at this point?

Mr. S track . Y ou may ask  me q uestions.

Mr. R athbone. I want to ask  some q uestions'

Mr. S track . I would lik e to mak e some other statements in refer-

ence to the bill

Mr. R athbone. I thing it might be helpful if we could tak e up

this bill together and analyze the bill. If you prefer, though, to

mak e a speech yourself, it is all right, but if you care to have me

ask  a few q uestions I will do so. I will leave that to you.

Mr. S track . A ll right;  ask  the q uestions.

Mr. R athbone. It is essential, of course, I tak e it, that we should

k now your attitude regarding the different things contained in this

bill.

Mr. S track . C ertainly, sir.

Mr. R athbone. Is the bill before you?

Mr. S track . I have it;  yes, sir.

Mr. R athbone. Tak ing up the bill, I call your attention to the

first part there, on the first page, line 7.

Mr. S track . L ine 7;  I have it.
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under license so-called mediums to rob the public. That license per­
mits a medium to function, and act according to the laws of the 
spirit in our conventions as spiritualist ministers. That law does not 
promote, neither does the paying of the license fee permit any 
medium to commit any crime or any fraud. I have in my pocket a 
permit from the District of Columbia to drive my motor vehicle over 
the streets of this city, but that does not permit me to violate all the 
traffic rules enacted by our Congress. There is before you another 
·measure to license chiropractors in the District of Columbia. Should 
that bill pass, and should the chiropractors be licensed, would that 
permit them to make adjustments or would it permit them to break 

·the necks of their clientsW We have a police deJ>artment. We have 
courts, civil courts that we have recourse to, and if there is anyone 
perpetrating fraudulent practices touching the public, or individuals, 
jf you please, those who have been robbed have resource to the police 
department and the courts. I want to assure this committee that 
your speaker is just as much interested as Houdini, and perhaps 
more so, in the elimination of frauds in the religion of spiritualism. 
[Applause.] 

It was not so long ago that I received a call from the first pre­
cinct of the police department, and the officer asked me what I knew 
of a certain medium. That one came from Providence, R. I., to the 
first precinct here. I gave that information and the medium was 
told to leave town between sunset and sunrise. It was not long 
before evidence came to our office of another medium whose record 
I know. Immediately your speaker went to headquarters, and I met 
Detectives Fowler and Flatherty, and, were they here, they would 
testify to the truthfulness of my statement. I advised them of this 
man. I showed them where he was stopping at the time, and they 
said, "If he puts on a circle, I shall swear out a warrant for his 
arrest." The man was never allowed to hold the circle in the city 
of Washington. He knew· I had his record. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. Would the gentleman find it agreeable if I asked 
him a few questions at this point~ 

Mr. STRACK. You may ask me questions. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I want to ask some questionS--
Mr. STRACK. I would like to make some other statements in refer­

ence to the bill- -
Mr. RATHBONE. I thing it mip;ht be helpful if we could take up 

this bill together and anal~ze the bill. If you prefer, though, to 
make a speech yourself, it Is all right, but if you care to have me 
ask a few questions I will do so. I will leave that to you. 

Mr. STRACK. All ri~ht; ask the questions. · 
Mr. RATHBONE. It Is essential, of course, I take it, that we should 

know your attitude regarding the different things contained in this 
bill. 

Mr. STRACK. Certainly, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Is the bill before you~ 
Mr. STRACK. I have it; yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Taking up the bill, I call your attention to the 

first part there, on the first page, line 7. 
Mr. STRACK. Line 7; I have it. 
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Mr. R athbone. H ave you got it before you?

Mr. S track . Y es;  the first page, line 7.

Mr. R athbone (reading):

A ny person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen goods may be

found.

N ow, does your association claim, or is there any claim that they

can find lost or stolen articles?

Mr. H ammer. The word " or"  is left out of the first line [ read-

ing] :

A ny person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen goods may be

found, or any person who, by gain, etc.

Mr. R athbone. I am frank  to say that I think  the bill is not

properly drawn as to language.

Mr. H ammer. W hat is the number of the bill here?

Mr. R athbone. H . R . 8989. If I recall, Mr. Bloom' s attention was

called to that in the first hearing. I think  it was in the hearing,

" A ny person pretending to tell fortunes or where lost or stolen goods

may be found;  any person who,"  etc.

In my opinion I think  the bill would have to be redrafted.

Tak ing it up clause by clause [ reading] :

A ny person pretending to tell fortunes where lost—

A nd there the word "  or "  should come in—

or to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found

Mr. S track . Y es.

Mr. R athbone. N ow, first, are there any spiritualists to your

k nowledge— is it contended that they fall within that provision of

the bill?  In other words, do they pretend to locate lost fortune or

stolen goods.

Mr. S track . That is where the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation

of A merica is interested in your bill. W e do not claim to be fortune

tellers. There are not fortune tellers in the N ational S piritualists'

A ssociation of A merica. W e do have spiritual mediums. The rea-

son why I am opposing the bill as it stands is we think  we ought to

have such wording in a bill that will define closely the difference

between fortune telling and spiritual mediumship. [ A pplause.]

Mr. R athbone. W ell

Mr. S track  (interposing). J ust a minute, C ongressman. In an

article I sent to the Times on " Inspiration "  I gave this definition,

in distinguishing between fortune telling and mediumship:

The fortune teller is one who pretends to tell you of coming events without

any basis of present observed condition for forming that opinion. The medium

may receive a communication from the spirit world which foretells coming

events, but it is merely an incident to the communication, because a spirit is

able to form opinion based upon the condition he observed in the spirit side of

life that the human can not observe from this side of life.

That is the difference between fortune telling and spirit medium-

ship. I have said, and I say again, that there should be a line of

demarcation. H ow can you prove a fraud when you k now nothing

about the law producing spirit phenomena?  In Boston mediums

were arrested under a fortune telling law. In these cases there was
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FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you got it before you W 

Mr. STRACK. Yes; the first page, line 7. 
Mr. RATHBONE (reading): 

41 

Any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen goods may be 
found. · 

Now, does your association claim, or is there any claim that they 
can find lost or stolen articles 1 

Mr. HAMMER. The word "or" is left out of the first line [read­
ing]: 

Any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen goods may be 
· found. or .any person who, by gain, etc. · 

~fr. RATHBONE. I am frank to say that I think the bill is not 
propedy drawn as to language. 

Mr. HAMMER. What is the number of the bill here-1 
Mr. RATHBONE. H. R. 8989. If I recall, Mr. Bloom·s attention was 

called to that in the first hearing. I think it was in the hearing, 
"Any person pretending to tell fortunes or where lost or stolen good$ 
may be found; any person who," etc. 

In my opinion I think the bill would have to be redrafted. 
Taking it up clause by clause [reading]: 
Any person pretending to tell fortunes where lost­

. And there the word " or " should come in­
or to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found-­

Mr. STRACK. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Now, first, are there any spiritualists to your 

knowledge-is i.t .contended that they fall withm that provision of 
the bill? In other words, do they pretend to locate lost fortune or 
stolen goods. 

Mr. STRACK. That is where the N ationa.1 Spiritualists' Association 
of America is interested in your bill. We do not claim to be fortune 
tellers. There are not fortune tellers in the National Spiritualists' 
Association of America. We do have spiritual mediums. The rea­
son why I am opposing the bill as it stands is we think we ought to 
have such wording in a bill that will define closely the difference 
between fortune telling and spiritual mediumship. [Applause.] 

Mr. RATHBONE. Well--
1\fr. STRACK (interposing). Just a minute, Congressman. In an 

article I sent to the Times on "Inspiration" I gave this definition, 
in distinguishing between fortune telling and mediumship: 

The fortune teller is one who pretends to tell you of coming events without 
any basis of present observed condition for forming that opinion. The medium 
may receive a communication from the spirit world which foretells coming 
events, but it is merely an incident to the communication, because a spirit ls 
able to form opinion based upon the condition )le observed in the spirit side of 
life that the human ean not ob1:1erve from this side of life. 

That is the difference between fortune telling and spirit medium­
ship. I have said, and I say again, that there should be a line of 
demarcation. How can you prove a fraud when you know nothing 
about the law producing spirit phenomena 1 In Boston mediums 
were arrested under a fortune telling law. In these cases there was 
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no proof. In C alifornia it was the same way. In S an F rancisco

mediums were arrested, and they were arrested in the city of C hicago.

A nd in other cases they were arrested when they practiced. In the

city of C leveland others were convicted under a similar law.

Mr. R athbone. L et me interrupt you there. L et me say this first:

I have j ust one desire in this matter and that is to come to a j ust

conclusion. I think  we will progress better if we will j ust tak e it

up by q uestion and answer, if it is agreeable to you.

Mr. S track . W ell, I wanted to mak e a statement.

Mr. R athbone. Then you do not care to tak e it up by q uestion and

answer?

Mr. S track . Brother C hairman, 1 would lik e to read this court

decision in answer to Mr. R athbone' s q uestion.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou do not have anything to answer. I am j ust

trying to bring out the truth. I am not ask ing you anything.

Mr. S track . Y ou raised the q uestion of fortune telling.

Mr. R athbone. I was talk ing about the provisions of the bill, and

ex pressed the opinion that we could mak e better progress by the

q uestion and answer. This method will be more satisfactory both

to you and to ourselves.

Mr. S track . A ll right.

Mr. R athbone. This first clause, in my j udgment, refers only to

lost and stolen goods, and ascertaining where they are. I think  that

is the only construction to be placed on it. Do you believe that spirit-

ualists fall within that class?  In other words, do they attempt to

locate lost or stolen goods?

Mr. S track . To my k nowledge, they do not.

Mr. R athbone. Then, this portion of the bill does not hit the

spiritualists at all, does it?

Mr. S track . F iguratively speak ing, no;  but. in the course of a

communication, should something be stolen and located the medium

receiving it has no choice in the matter.

Mr. R athbone. N ow, let us go to the nex t one:

A ny person who. by game or device, slight of hand, pretending, fortune tell-

ing, or by any trick  or other means, by the use of cards or other implements or

instruments, fraudulently obtains from another property of any description—

W hat does that mean?  This bill is so badly drawn that it is not

even grammatical.

Mr. H ouston. Y ou will notice that the clause you have j ust read

clearly is limited to fraudulent practice.

Mr. R athbone. W ell, it says: " obtains * * * property" ;  it

does not say money.

Mr. H ouston. W hereas the first clause refers in no way to fraud.

Mr. R athbone. W e have passed the fraud, because they say it is

not applicable to them. This is only obtaining property through

means of fraud.

Mr. H ouston. E x actly.

Mr. R athbone. Do you claim that spiritualists are in any way

interfered with there?  Y ou do not claim that spiritualists are inter-

fered with there?  Y ou can j ust answer that yes or no.

Mr. S track . N o. If there is anyone doing it, as an official of the

N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation I would lik e to k now that.
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no proof. In California it was the same way. In San Francisco 
mediums were arrested, and they were arrested in the city of Chicago. 
And in other cases they were arrested when they practiced. In the 
city of Cleveland others were convicted under a similar law. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Let me interrupt you there. · Let me say this first: 
I have just one desire in this matter a.nd that is to come to a. just 
conclusion. I think we will progress better if we will just take it 
up by question and answer, if it is agreeable to you. 

Mr. STRACK. Well, I wanted to make a statement. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Then you do not care to take it up by question and 

answer1 
Mr. STRACK. Brother Chairman, I would like to read this court 

decision in answer to Mr. Rath bone's question. 
Mr. RATHBONE. You do not have anythin~ to answer. I am jus&. 

trying to bring-out the truth. I am not asking you anything. 
Mr. STRACK. You raised the question of fortune telling. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I }Vas talking about the provisions of the bill, and 

expressed the opinion that we could make better progress by the 
question and answer. This method will be more satisfactory both 
to you and to ourselves. 

Mr. STRACK. All right. -
Mr. RATHBONE. This first clause, in my judgment, refers only to 

lost and stolen goods, and ascertaining where they are. I think that 
is the only construction to be placed on it. Do you believe that spirit­
ualists fall within that class'? In other words, do they attempt to 
locate lost or stolen goods? ' 

Mr. STRACK. To my knowledge, they do not. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Then, this portion of the bill does not hit the 

spiritualists at all, does it? . 
Mr. STRACK. Figuratively speaking, no; hut~ in the course of a 

communication, should something be stolen and located the medium 
receiving it has no choice in the matter. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Now, let us go to the next one: 
Any person who, by game or device, slight of band, pretending, fortune tell· 

Ing, or by any trick or other means, by the U8e of cards or other implements or 
Instruments, fraudulently obtains from another property of any description-

Whnt does that me.an? This bill is so badly drawn that it is not 
even grammatical. 

Mr. HousTON. You will notice that the clause you have just read 
clearly is limited to fraudulent practice. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Well, it says: "obtains * * * property"; it 
does not say money. 

Mr. HousTON. Whereas the first clause refers in no way tG fraud. 
Mr. RATHBON·E. We have passed the fraud, because they say it is 

not applicable to them. This is only obtaining property through 
means of fraud. · 

Mr. HouSTON. Exactly. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Do you claim that spiritualists are in any way 

interfered with there? You do not claim that spiritualists are inter­
fered with there~ You can just answer that yes or no. 

Mr. STRACK. No. If there is anyone doing it, as an official of the 
N ationa.l Spiritualists' Association I would like to know that. 
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Mr. E athbone. W ell, does this bill interfere with you there?

Mr. S track . N o.

Mr. R athbone. Then, the nex t section [ reading] :

A ny person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for protection,

or to unite the separated, shall be considered a disorderly person.

Do the spiritualists come within this class?  Do they remove spells

or sell charms for protection?

Mr. S tack . I can only speak  for our association. W e do not per-

mit it under the laws of our association.

Mr. R athbone. Then there is nothing in the bill as prepared, if

my construction of it is correct, which applies to spiritualists at all?

Mr. S track . There is only one thing there where it might apply.

Mr. R athbone. L et us have that.

Mr. S track . A nd, that is perfectly legitimate. S piritualist minis-

ters, as well as others, are often sought for council, and the provision

that you have here: " or to unite the separated,"  would not only

apply to spiritualist ministers, but it would apply to the ministers of

every faith and the j udges of your courts [ applause]  if we live the

life and practice the religion we teach whether we are spiritualists

or members of any other denomination.

Mr. H ammer. I suggest that we should modify that. S omeone

comes in to see a lawyer about a divorce and if he can unite the

family and k eep them from being separated. H e has done right.

Mr. R athbone. I think  that is very good. I think  it is one of the

duties of a good lawyer, for instance, in case of a domestic q uarrel

to get the parties together and prevent the divorce. That is my

conception of a good lawyer.

Madam Marcia. " Blessed are the peacemak ers."

Mr. R athbone. I will ask  the gentleman in conclusion whether he

think s that some bill might be drafted by common consent here and

mutual cooperation which would hit real abuses if they ex ist, but

would not interfere with anything that could be considered a proper

and legitimate ex ercise of free thought religion. I say that, based

upon what the witness has said, that there is nothing in this bill, ex -

cept possibly the ex ception of the last few words that hits spirit-

ualism.'  W hat do you think  about drawing up a bill to remedy any

abuses that might ex ist, that is, by some other bill, or changing this

bill?  Y ou want, as I understand it, to prevent abuses as much as

anyone else.

Mr. S track . Y es, sir;  I am with you.

Mr. R athbone. C an' t we get together on something of that nature?

Mr. H ouston. W ill the gentleman from Illinois yield for a sug-

gestion?

Mr. R athbone. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ouston. The following form, as I read the bill, would ac-

complish those obj ects, and if so changed would read:

A ny person who, by pretending to tell fortunes or by pretending to tell

where lost or stolen goods may be found;  or any person who, by game or de-

vice, sleight of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick  or other means,

by the use of cards or other implements or instruments, fraudulently obtains

from another person property of any description;  any person pretending to

remove spells, or to sell charms for protection, or thereby to unite the sepa-

rated shall be considered a disorderly person.
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FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. RATHBONE. Well, does this bill interfere with you there~ 
Mr. STRACK. No. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Then, the next section [reading]; 

43 

Any person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for proteetion, 
or to unite the separated, shall be considered a disorderly person. 

Do the spiritualists come within this class~ Do they remove spells 
or sell charms for protection ? 

Mr. STACK. I can only speak for our association. ·We do not per-
mit it under the laws of our association. , 

Mr. RATHBONE. Then there is nothing in the bill as prepared, if 
ml7 ~onstruction of it is correct, which applies to spiritualists at all I 

Mr. STRACK. There is only one thing there where it might apply. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Let us have that. 
Mr. STRACK. And, that is perfectly legitimate. Spiritualist minis­

ters, as well as others, are often sought for council, and the provision 
that you have here: "or to unite the separated," would not only 
apply to spiritualist ministers, but it would apply to the ministers of 
every faith and the judges of your courts [applause] if we live the 
life and practice the religion we teach whether we are spiritualists 
or members of any other denomination. 

:hfr. HAMMER. I suggest that we should modify that. Someone 
comes in to see a lawyer about a divorce and. if he can unite the 
family and keep them from being separated. He has done right. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I think that is very good. I think it is one of the 
duties of a good lawyer, for instance, in case of a domestic quarrel 
to get the parties together and prevent the divorce. That is my 
conception of a good lawyer. , 

Madam ~!ARCIA. "Blessed are the peacemakers." 
Mr. RATHBONE. I will ask the gentleman in conclusion whether he 

thinks that some bill might be drafted by common consent here and 
mutual cooperation which would hit real abuses if they exist, "but 
would not interfere with anything that could be considered a proper 
and legitimate exercise of free thought religion. I say that, based 
upon what the witness has ~aid; that there is nothing in this bill, ex­
cept possibly the exception of the last few words that hits spirit­
ualism.' What do you think about drawing up a bill to remedy any 
abuses that might exist, that is, bv some other bill, or changing this 
bill 1 You want, as I understand it, to prevent abuses as much as 
anyone else. 

Mr. STRACK. Yes, sir; I am with you. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Can't we get together on something of that nature I 
Mr. HousTON. Will the gentleman from Illinois yield for a sug-

gestion 1 
Mr. :RATHBONE. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HousTON. The following form, as I read the bill, would ac-

complish those objects, and if so changed would read: .. 
. Any person who, by pretending to tell fortunes or ey pretending to tell. 

1vhere lost or stolen goods may be found; or any person. who, by game or de-­
Vice, sleight of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick or other meaDS, 
by the use of cards or other implements or instruments, fraudulently ob~ 
trom another person property of . any description ; any person pretending to 
remove spells, or to sell c:tiarins for protection, or th~reby · t--O uni~ the sep&­
rated shall be considered a disorderly person. 
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N ow, that mak es it its change only— that is, the only change is

that when they intend to commit fraud by any of these present

means in there and subj ect to the penalties provided by this bill.

Mr. S track . I think  that is all right.

Mr. R athbone. Y es.

Mr. H ouston. " Implements and instruments *'  is one and the same

thing.

Mr. R athbone. I think  the essential part of the bill is this second

clause.

Mr. H ammer. Y es.

Mr. H ouston. W e, of course, as lawyers, k now that it would have

to be strictly construed, and I do not think  there is anything in that

other clause but what is covered by ex isting law. I can not get that

out of my head. I think  there is a law against false pretense.

Mr. R athbone. Y es;  the common law.

Mr. H ammer. The only difference is it might be property and not

money.

Mr. H ouston. Generally, as a lawyer, I realize that in prosecution

in false-pretense cases the great difficulty is proof. It is a q uestion of

proof, and you must prove the intention to defraud. It is almost

impossible to prove the intention in the mind of a person.

Mr. R athbone. In a case of prosecution for obtaining money

under false pretenses there has got to be some substantial pretense.

There has got to be some construction of this language that req uires

that as4a matter of proof.

Mr. S track . May I continue now, Mr. C hairman?

Mr. H ammer. I would lik e the gentleman to tell us why he obj ects

to the bill with the amendment which Mr. H ouston suggests.

Mr. S track . I did not say I obj ected to it. I said it listened good

to me.

Mr. H ouston. That simply limits and prohibits the practice of

fraud.

Mr. S track . Might I be heard further, Mr. C hairman?

The C hairman. Proceed.

Mr. S track . I have ask ed and stated that there should be a line

of demarcation between fortune telling and mediumship. The bill

as it stands is good, and I accept your bill as it is amended, but there

is still this danger to spiritual mediums connected with our associa-

tion and with churches that some man that is investigating, that is

an investigator, can come into a spiritual medium' s office and go out

and swear to anything they want to in a court;  and what protection

has the medium got?

Mr. H ouston. That is always possible in any criminal case.

Mr. H ammer. A lways true: and they can do that now.

Mr. S track . I will read a portion of this Illinois law. I have

it here [ reading] :

That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include, prohibit,

or interfere with the ex ercise of the spiritual functions or offices of any

priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion: A nd provided

further. The provisions of this act shall not be construed to include or refer

to the practice of the religious belief k nown as spiritualism.

That, gentlemen of the committee, that last clause permitted

one of the largest fak es in the city of C hicago to go free. S he
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44 FORTUNE TELLING 

· Now, that makes it its change only-that is, the only chan~ is 
that when they intend to commit fraud by any of th~se l?resent 
means in there and subject to the penalties provided by this bill .. 

Mr. STRACK. I think that is all right. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Yes. 
Mr. HousTON. "Implements and instruments., is one and the same 

thing. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I think the essential part of the bill is this second 

clause. 
Mr. HAMMER. Yes. 
Mr. HousioN. )Ve, of course, as lawyers, know that it would hav~ 

to be strictly construed, and I do not think there is anything in that 
other clause but what is covered by existing law. I can not get that 
out of my head. I think there is a law against false pretense. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Yes; the common law. 
Mr. HAMMER. The only difference is it might be property and not 

money. 
Mr. HousTON. Generally, as a lawyer, I re~lize that in prosecution 

in false-pretense cases the great difficulty is proof. It is a question of 
proof, and you must prove the intention to defraud. It is almost 
impossible to prove the intention in the mind of a person. 

Mr. RATHBONE. In a case of prosecution for obtaining money 
under false pretenses there has got to be some substantial pretense. 
There has got to be some construction of this language that requires 
that as.a matter of proof. 

Mr. STRACK. May I continue now, Mr. Chairman~ 
Mr. HAMMER. I would like the gentleman to tell us why he objects 

to the bill with the amendment which Mr. Houston suggests. 
Mr. STRACK. I did not say I objected to it. I said it listened good 

to me. 
Mr. HouSTON. That simply limits and prohibits the practice of 

fraud. 
Mr. STR~CK. Might I be heard further, Mr. Chairman¥ 
The CHAIRMAN. Proceed. 
Mr. STRACK. I have asked and stated that there should be a line 

of demarcation between fortune telling and mediumship. The bill 
as it stands is good, and I accept your bill as it is amended, but there 
is still this .dan~er :to spiritual mediums con~ec~ed w~th <?ur associ~­
tion and with churches that some man that is mvestigatmg, that is 
an investigator, can come into a spiritual medium's office and go out 
and swear to anything they want to in a court; and what protection 
has the medium got~ 

Mr. HousTON. That is always possible in any criminal case. 
Mr. HAMMER. Always true; and they can do that now. 
Mr. STRACK. I will read a portion of this Illinois law. I have 

it here [reading]: 
That the provisions of this act shnll not be construed to include. prohibit. 

or interfere with the exercise of the spiritual functions or ofllces of any 
priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion : Aftd protJUefl 
further, The provisions of this act shall not be construed. to Include or refer 
to the practice of the religious belief known as spiritualism. 

That, gentlemen of the committee, that last clause permitted 
one of the largest fakes in the city of Chicago to go free. She 
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claimed that she was a spiritualist and, under that provision the

court nolle prossed the case. F or that reason I have presented

to the S enate committee, and I will present also to the H ouse com-

mittee an amended amendment I had offered, leaving out that clause

[ reading] :

That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include, prohibit,

or interfere with the ex ercise of the spiritual functions or offices of any

priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion: A nd provided

further, The provisions of this act shall not be construed to include or refer

to any attempted communication with the spirit world by or through mediums

who practice their faculties under the direction of the N ational S piritualists'

A ssociation of the United S tates of A merica, or any of its aux iliary bodies.

I will leave that with you, Mr. C hairman, for consideration. A s

the gentleman stated, there must be a decided proof of when a

medium is arrested for fraud of whether there was a flagrant, pre-

meditated intent to commit fraud, or whether the message com-

ing has been misunderstood, and accepted under those conditions

as a possible fraudulent demonstration.

A  short while ago I was in C ongressman Bloom' s office conferring

with him on this bill, and he was telling me of the city ordinances

he had received. H e read one to me coming from O maha, N ebr.,

stating that it was more drastic than the bill offered here. I im-

mediately wrote to a member of one of our churches in O maha

and ask ed him to forward to me a copy of that order. This is his

reply in part [ reading] :

Y our very k ind favor of the 15th instant to hand, and contents duly noted,

and in reply will say that I was truly surprised to hear that the city of O maha

had a very drastic ordinance against mediumship. W e spritualists here in

O maha do not k now anything about it and I do not understand from what

source that Mr. Bloom received his information.

I will say, however, that about five or six  years ago the city commission

passed an ordinance in which all mediums were req uired to get a permit

from the city clerk  and also to pay for a license to operate in the city of

O maha, N ebr.

That ordinance did not last very long. They arrested a medium for operat-

ing without a license or a permit from the city, and the case went to court.

The attorney for the defendant called the attention of the j udge to the decision

of District J udge H olmes, of L incoln, L ancaster C ounty, N ebr.— L incoln is the

S tate capital. The j udge took  the case under advisement and rendered for the

defendant, and there has been no prosecution or arrests of any mediums since

that time. I believe this must be what Mr. Bloom must have been informed

of as O maha' s drastic ordinance.

I am herewith inclosing you two printed copies of the J udge H olmes' s deci-

sion in regard to spiritualist mediumship and hope that they will enlighten

the people who do not really understand our mode of religion.

The rest of the letter contains matter of a personal nature.

The C hairman. Do you wish to leave that with the committee?

Mr. S track . I will leave J udge H olmes' s decision.

Mr. H ammer. C an we not have another meeting of the committee

to-morrow?

Mr. R athbone. The full C ommittee of the District of C olumbia

has a special meeting scheduled for to-morrow morning.

The C hairman. That is true;  yes.

Mr. H ammer. Maybe we could have one to-night, then.

The C hairman. W e will proceed and see how we get along.

Mr. S track . I will read J udge H olmes' s decision [ reading] :
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FORTUNE TELLING 45 

claimed that she was a spiritualist and, under that provision the 
court nolle prossed the case. For that reason I have presented 
to the Senate committee, and I will present also to the House com­
mittee an amended amendment I had offered, leaving out that clause 
[reading]: 

That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include, prohibit, 
or interfere with the exercise of the spiritual functions or offices of any 
priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion: And provided 
further, The provisions of this act shall not be construl'd to include or refer 
to any attempted communication with the spirit world by or through mediums 
who practice their f.aculties under the direction of the National Spiritualists' 
Association of the United States of America, or any of its auxiliary bodies. 

I will leave that with you, Mr. Chairman, for consideration. As 
the gentleman stated, there must be a decided proof of when a 
medium is arrested for fraud of whether there was a flagrant, pre­
meditated intent to commit fraud, or whether the message com­
ing has been misunderstood, and accepted under those conditions 
as a possible fraudulent demonstration. 

A short while ago I was in Congressman Bloom's office conferring 
with him on this bill, and he was telling me of the city ordinances 
he had received. He read one to me coming from Omaha, Nebr., 
stating that it was more drastic than the bill offered here. I im­
mediately wrote to a member of one of our churches in Omaha 
and asked him to forward to me a copy of that order. This is his 
reply in part [reading]: 

Your very kind favor of the 15th instant to hand, and contents duly noted, 
ai;id in reply will say that I was truly surprised to hear that the city of Omaha 
had .a very drastic ordinance against mediumship. We spritunlists here in 
Omaha do not know anything about it and I do not understand from what 
source that Mr. Bloom received his information. 

I will say, however, that about five or six years ago the city commission 
passed an ordinance in wliich all mediums were required to get a permit 
from the city clerk .and also to pay for a license to operate in the city of 
Omaha, Nebr. 

That ordinance did not last Yery long. They arrested a medium for operat­
ing without· a license or a permit from the city, and the case went to court. 
The attorney for the defendant called the attention of the judge to the decision 
of District Judge Holmes, of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebr.-Lincoln is the 
State capital. The judge took the case under advisement and rendered for the 
defendant, and there has been no prosecution or arrests of any mediums since 
that time. I believe this must be what Mr. Bloom must have been informed 
of as Omaha's drastic ordinance. 

I am herewith incloslng you two printed copies of the Judge Holmes's deci­
sion in regard to spiritualist mediurnship and hope that they will enllgbten 
the people who do not really understand our mode of religion. 

The rest of the letter contains matter of a personal nature. 
The CHAIRMAN. Do you wish to leave that with the committee~ 
Mr. STRACK. I will leave Judge Holmes's decision. 
Mr. HAMMER. Can we not have another meeting of the committee 

to-morrow~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. The full ~ommittee of the District of Columbia 

has a special meeting scheduled for to-morrow morning. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is true; yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Maybe we could have one to-night, then. 
The CHAIRMAN. We will J:>roceed and see how we get along. 
Mr. STRACK. I will read Judge Holmes's decision [reading]: 
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District court, L ancaster C ounty. O ctober term. Monday, December 9, A . D.

1901. F ifty-first day

A nd on this day the following proceedings were had and done before the

H on. E dward B. H olmes, j udge, presiding:

The S tate of N ebrask a v. Garrett S mith Klock . 1597. E -300

This case came on to be heard upon the appeal of the defendant, Garrett

S mith Klock , from the decision of the police j udge of the city of L incoln,

imposing a fine upon the said defendant for engaging in clairvoyancy in the

city of L incoln, L ancaster C ounty, N ebr., and demanding and receiving fees

for readings as a clairvoyant, without first having secured a license as req uired

by the ordinances of the city of L incoln.

The city of L incoln having appeared by its city attorney and said defendant

by H . L . Brown, his counsel, and the said parties waived a j ury and stipu-

lated to abide by the decision of this court, evidence was adduced, argument

of counsel was had, and the case duly submitted.

F rom the evidence adduced at trial thereof the -court finds the following

facts:

F irst. That on the 2d day of December, 1901, the said defendant, Garrett

S mith Klock , was duly elected and ordained minister of spiritualistic society

incorporated under the laws of the S tate of N ebrask a providing for the incor-

poration of religious societies.

S econd. That as a part of the rites and ceremonies of said organization the

practices of clairvoyance was engaged in as proof of the teachings and doc-

trines of the spiritualists'  belief.

Third. That as a minister of such spiritualistic organization, and claiming

to possess clairvoyant powers, the defendant engaged in the practice of clair-

voyance and held readings as a clairvoyant, both among those belonging to

such spiritualistic organization and those seek ing the said defendant and

engaging him in the manifestation of his powers as aforesaid, and that the

defendant did demand and receive fees for such clairvoyant readings and

spiritualistic manifestations produced by him.

F ourth. That the defendant as minister of such organization received no

salary, but under the provisions of his said church organization was author-

ized to demand and receive such fees for the ex ercise of his clairvoyant

powers.

F ifth. S piritualism is defined as " the belief that departed spirits hold

intercourse with mortals by means of physical phenomena as by rappings, or

during abnormal mental state as in trances ' or the lik e, commonly manifested

through a person of special susceptibility and is believed by the members of

his organization to possess mediumistic powers— —

The C hairman. Doctor, pardon my interruption, but in order to

save time I suggest that you j ust simply put that into the record.

Mr. H ammer. Y es;  every member of the committee understands

the law. That is a law decisison. The S upreme C ourt more than

one time has touched the very principle you are tak ing up.

The C hairman. Y es, put it into the record.

(The balance of the decision referred to by the chairman is as

follows:)

A  power, while in a mesmeric state of discerning of obj ects not perceptible

by the senses in their normal condition, hence the spiritualist believes the

doctrine in opposition to the materialists, namely, that all that ex ists is spirit

or soul. That what is called the ex ternal world is a succession of notions

impressed upon the mind by the Deity. Does this constitute a religion?

R eligion is defined as the outward act or form by which men indicate their

recognition of a God, or God' s having power over their destiny, to whom

obedience, service, and honor are due;  or, again, religion is that feeling or

ex pression of human love, fear, or awe of some superhuman and overruling

power, whatever by profession or belief, by observance of rites and ceremonies

of the doctrinal teachings of any organization. It can not be claimed that

it does constitute a religion, for many of the rites and ceremonies of the

C hristian church, in teaching of theology, would appear ridiculous and non-
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District court, Lancaster County. October term. Monday, December 9, A. D. 
1901. . Fifty-first day 

And on this day the following proceedings were bad and done before the 
Bon. Edward B. Holmes, judge, presiding: · 

The State of Nebraska v. Garrett Smith Klock. 1597. E-300 

This case came on to be heard upon the appeal of the defendant, Garrett 
Smith Klock, from the decision of the police judge of the city of Lincoln. 
imposing a fine upon the said defendant for engaging in clairvoyancy in the 
city of Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebr., and demanding and receiving fees 
for readings as a clairvoyant, without ftrst having secured a license as required 
by the ordinances of the city of Lincoln. 

The city of Lincoln having appeared by its city attorney and said defendant 
by H. L. Brown, bis counsel, and the said parties waived a jury and stipu­
lated. to abide by the decision of this court, evidence was adduced, argument 
of counsel was had, and the case duly submitted. 

From the evidence adduced at trial thereof the ·court finds the following 
facts: 

First. That on the 2d day of December, 1001, the said defendant, Garrett 
Smith Klock, was duly elected and ordained minister of spiritualistic society 
incorporated under the laws of the State of Nebraska providing for the incor­
poration of religious societies. . 

Second. That as a part of the rites and ceremonies of said organization the 
practices of clairvoyance was engaged in as proof of the teachings and doc­
trines of the spiritualists' belief. 

Third. That as a minister of such spiritualistic organization, and claiming· 
to possess clairvoyant powers, the defendant engaged in the pract;ce of clair-. 
voyance and held readings as a clairvoyant, both among those belonginJt to 
such spiritualistic organization and those seeking the said defendant and: 
engaging him in the manifestation of his powers as aforesaid, and that the 
derendant did demand and receive fees for such clairvoyant readings and 
spiritualistic manifestations produced by him. · 

Fourth. That the defendant as minister of such organization t·eceived no 
salary, but under the provisions of his said church organization was author­
ized to demand and receive such fees for the exercise of his clairvoyant 
powers. 

Fifth. Spiritualism is defined as " the belief that departed spirits hold 
intercourse with mortals by means of physical phenomena as by rappings, or 
during abnormal mental state as in trances 'or the like, commonly manifested 
through a person of special susceptibility and is believed by the members of 
his organization to possess -mediumistic powers--

The CHAIRMAN. Doctor, pardon my interruption, . but in order to 
save time 1 suggest that you just simply put that into the record. 

Mr. HAMMER. Yes; every member of the committee understands 
the law. That is a law decisison. The Supreme Court more than 
one time has touched the very principle you are taking up. . 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, put it into the record. 
(The balance of the decision referred to by the chairman is as 

follows:) . 
A power, while in a mesmeric state of discerning of objects not perceptible 

by the senses in their normal condition, hence the spiritualist believes the 
doctrine in opposition to the materialists, namely, that all that exists is spirit 
or soul. That what is called the external world is a succession of notions· 
imPf,'essed upon the mind . by · the Deity. ~s this constitute a religion? 
Religion is defined as the outward act or form by which men indicate their 
recognition of a God, or God's having power over their destiny, to whom 
obedience, service, and honor are due; or, again, religion is that feeling or 
expression of human l<>ve, fear, or awe of some superhuman and overruling 
power, whatever by profession or belief, by observance of rites and ceremonies 
of the doctrinal tef\chJngs _of any organization. It can not be claimed that 
it does constitute a religion, for many of the rites and ceremonies of the 
Christian church; in teaching of theology, would appear ridiculous and non-
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sensieal to some, as does the practice of clairvoyance and the idea that the

spirit of those departed from this life hold intercourse with the living.

S ix th. The q uestion, therefore, presented to this court hy the evidence ad-

duced at this hearing is whether or not the city council can legislate specially

as against the spiritualists practicing clairvoyance, and compel a license

therefor. The constitution of N ebrask a guarantees to all subj ects of the

S tate an indefeasible right to worship God according to the dictates of their

own consciences and provides that no preference shall be given by law to any

religious society, nor shall any Interference with the right of conscience be

permitted. The ordinance upon which this prosecution is had is certainly

an interference with the rights and privileges of those believing in spiritual-

ism, a religion that seek s the piety of those believing in its teachings and is,

therefore, special legislation and prohibited by the constitution of this S tate

and the ordinance upon which prosecution is had is therefore void. This

action is therefore dismissed and defendants discharged.

Given under my hand this 9th day of December, 1901.

E dward P. H olmes, J udge.

There was a statement before this committee, a display made of

ordinations. I am here to emphatically state that none of those

ordinations were accepted by the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation.

I have here a copy of an associate ministers certificate. I have

here a blank  form of our license certificate. I have here a blank

form of our mediumship certificate. I have here a blank  form of

our ordination certification.

The statement also was made that our constitution and by-laws

have no educational req uirement. In the rear of our constitution and

by-laws you will find posted amendments of 1923 and 1924 and 1925

on our educational req uirements, that all candidates for ordination

must pass an ex amination and prove to our committee that they

have passed satisfactory ex aminations in general courses of our

bureau of education. O ur course is similar to other courses. W e are

in a state of1 evolution. W e are coming forward gradually, perfect-

ing our organization, and are more stringent in our req uirements.

W e try to avoid abuses as much as anybody, and are j ust as much

interested in doing so as the members of this committee. These

investigations have proved to us more than ever that it is necessary

for our association to go on record, and we are ready to go on record

to substantiate the record we have made in fighting fraudulent

mediumship. I want to ask  Mr. H oudini if he has ever heard of

the Blue Book ?

Mr. H oudini. O h, you are wasting your time. Use it for the com-

mittee. I will answer you later.

Mr. H ouston. W hat is the N ational S piritualist A ssociation?

Mr. S track . It is a religious body incorporated under the religious

body act of the District of C olumbia. A ccording to our last statis-

tical reports, we had 690 churches in good standing. W hat I mean

by " in good standing"  is this, that they have paid per capita tax es

and dues.

Mr. H ouston. A re there any other spiritualist churches outside

of the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation?

Mr. S track . O h, yes;  there are many of them.

Mr. H ouston. Is there any other N ational A ssociation of S pirit-

ualist C hurches?

Mr. S track . Y es, sir;  but not with headq uarters in the District of

C olumbia. There is the N ational S piritualist A lliance, having their
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eensical to some, as does the practice of clairvoyance and the idea that the 
spirit of those departed from this life hold intercourse with the living. · 

Sixth. The question, therefore, presented to this court by the evidence ad­
duced at this hearing is whether or not the city council can legislate specially 
as against the splrituallsts practicing clairvoyance, and compel a license 
therefor. The constitution of Nebraska guarantees to all subjects of the 
State an indefeasible right to worship God according to the dictates of their 
own consciences and provides that no preference shall be given by law to any 
teltgious society, nor shall any interference with the right of conscience be 
permitted. The ordinance upon which this prosecution ls had is certainly 
an interference with the rights and privileges of those believing in spirltual­
lsm, a religion that seeks the piety of those believing in ite teachings and is, 
therefore, special legislation and prohibited by the constitution of this State 
and the ordinance upon which prosecution ls bad ls therefore void. This 
action is therefore dismissed and defendants discharged. 

Given under my hand this 9th day of December, 1901. 
EDWARD P. HOLMES, Judge. 

There was a statement before this committee, a display made of 
ordinations. I am here to emphatically state that none of those 
ordinations were accepted by the National. Spiritualists' Association. 

I have here a copy of an associate ministers certificate. I have 
here a blank form of our license certificate. I have here a blank 
form of our mediumship certificate. I have here a blank form of 
our ordination certification. 

The statement also was made that our .constitution and by-laws 
have no educational requirement. In the rear of our constitution and 
by-laws you will find posted amendments of 1923 and 1924 and 1925 

' on our educational requirements, that a.11. candidates for ordination 
must pass an examination and prove ·to· our. committee that they 
have passed satisfactory examinations in general · courses of our 
bureau of education. Our course is similar .to .other courses. 'Ve are 
in a state of evolution. We are coming forward gradually, perfect­
ing our organization, and are more stringent in our requirements. 
We try to avoid abuses as much as anybody, and are just as much 
interested in doing so as the · members of this committee. These 
investigations have proved to us more than ever that it is necessary 
for our association to go on record, and we ar~ ready to go on record 
to substantiate the record we have made in fighting fraudulent 
mediumship. I want to ask Mr. Houdini if he has ever hea;rd of 
the Blue Book? 

Mr. HounINI. Oh, you are wasting your time. Use it for the com­
mittee. I will answer. you later. 

Mr. HousTON. What fs the National Spiritualist Association~ 
:Mr. STRACK. It is a religious body incorporated under the religious 

body act of the District of Co~umbia. Accordin~ to our last statis­
tical reports, we had 690 churches in good standmg. What I mean 
by "in good standing" is this, that they have paid per capita taxes 
and dues. · , 

Mr. HousTON. Are there . any other spiritualist churches ~:mtside 
of the National Spiritualists' .Association~ , 

:Mr. STRACK. Oh, yes; there are many of them. . . 
. Mr. HouSTON, Is there any .other .National A.ssociatio1,1. of .Spirit-

1,1alist Churches? · . 
Mr. STRACK. Yes) sir; but not with · head9.uarters in, the District of 

Columbia. There is the National Spiritualist Alliance, having their 
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headq uarters at L ak e Pleasant, Mass., and there is the Mediums'

A lliance, with headq uarters in Detroit. I understand also that there

is an International Brotherhood of S piritualists with headq uarters in

the city of L incoln, N ebr. N one of those organizations are in any

way related or affiliated with our body. W e are the oldest organiza-

tion of spiritualists in the United S tates.

Mr. H ouston. H ow does one differentiate from the other?  A re

you sufficiently acq uainted with the teachings in the different or-

ganizations to tell?

Mr. S tk ack . Their teachings in the main are very similar. The

teachings of spirit communication, accepting from the spirit world

messages that come to enable us to live our lives in accordance with

the spiritual instruction received. Those are the teachings of the

churches. A re there any q uestions?

Mr. R athbone. Mr. C hairman, I have been told that there are

some others who want to be heard. I think  there are some colored

ladies here that want to be heard.

Mr. H ammer. Y es;  I understand there are some colored people

who would lik e to be heard.

Mr. R athbone. I think  they ought to be heard.

The C hairman. Y es;  they will be heard. I believe that S enator

F letcher' s wife is here and wants to be heard for a few moments.

Mr. R athbone. I think  these other people ought to be heard j ust

as q uick ly and briefly as possible.

Mr. H ammer. I would suggest that we hold a session this after-

noon, but the agricultural bill is in the H ouse this afternoon.

The C hairman. Y es;  but we can not do it.

Mr. H ammer. I move, Mr. C hairman, that we have a meeting

to-night and get everybody here. Then we could divide the time.

If Mr. H oudini has had too much of the time or the maj ority of the

time, why not give the others a little additional time and let them

be heard. I think  we can have a bill here that would be satisfactory

to everybody.

Mr. H oudini. May I have the half hour that was agreed on when

they have finished?

Mr. S track . Do any other members of the committee desire to

ask  me any q uestions?

Mr. H ammer. H is time has ex pired. The time allotted to the

opponents of the measure has ex pired.

The C hairman. Y es;  your time has ex pired.

Madam Marcia. I want to suggest

Mr. H ammer (interposing). I want to protest. S ome colored

people are here that want to be heard and I think  they should be

heard.

Madam Marcia. I only want j ust three seconds.

Mr. H ammer. A nd then you see there are some other people in the

audience, four or five people I think , that ought to be heard, Mr.

C hairman.

The C hairman. H ow much time do you want, Mr. H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. I will gladly yield some of my time to Mrs.

F letcher, but Mrs. F letcher is the only one to whom I will yield any

of my time.
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headquarters at J .. ake Pleasant, Mass., and there is the Mediums' 
Alliance, with headquarters in Detroit. I understand also that there 
is an International Brotherhood of Spiritualists with headquarters in 
the city of Lincoln, Nebr. ·None of those organizations are in any 
way related or affiliated with our body. We are the oldest organiza­
tion of spiritualists in the United States. 

Mr. HousroN. How does one differentiate from the othed Are 
you sufficiently acquainted with the teachings in the different or­
ganizations to tell~ 

Mr. STRACK. Their teachings in the main are very similar. The 
teachings of spirit communication, accepting from the spirit world 
messages that come to enable us to live our lives in accordance with 
the spiritual instruction received. Those are the teachings of the 
churches. Are there any questions~ 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Chairman, I have been told that there are 
some others who want to be· heard. I think there are some colored 
ladies here that want to be 'heard. 

Mr. HAMMER. Yes; I understand there are some colored people 
who would like to be heard. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I think they ought to be heard. 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes; they will be heard. I believe that Senator 

Fletcher's wife is here and wants to be heard for a few moments. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I think these other people ought to be heard just 

as quickly and briefly as possible. 
Mr. HAMMER. I would suggest that we hold a session this after- · 

noon, but the agricultural bill is in the House this afternoon. 
The CHAIRMAN. Yes; but we can not do it. 
Mr. HAMMER. I move, Mr. Chairman, that we have a meeting 

to-night and get everybody here. Then we could divide the time. 
If Mr. Houdini has had too much of the time or the majority of the 
time, why not give the others a little additional time and let them 
be heard. I think we can have a bill here that would be satisfactory 
to everybody. · 

Mr. HouDINI. May I have the half hour that was agreed on when 
they have finished ~ 

Mr. STRACK. Do any other members of the committee desire to 
ask me any questions i 

Mr. HAJ\JMER. His time has expired. The time allotted to the 
opponents of the measure has expired. · 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; your time has expired. 
Madam MARCIA. I want to suggest--
Mr. HAMMER (interposing). I want to protest. Some colored 

people are here that want to be heard and I think they should be 
heard. 

Madam MARCIA. I only want just three seconds. 
Mr. HAMMER. And then you see there are some other people in the 

audience, four or five people l think, that ought to be heard, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. How much time do you want, Mr. Houdini~ 
Mr. HoumNI. I will gladly yield some of my time to Mrs. 

Fletche~, but Mrs. Fletcher is the only one to whom I will yield any 
of my time. 
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Mr. R athbone. Y ou understand, that you in your rebuttal would

only have the right to answer back  a new matter that was brought

out in a hearing here?

Mr. H ouston. O h, that is never enforced in A merican courts now.

Mr. R athbone. Y es;  my ex perience is that it is enforced.

Mr. H ammer. O h, I have seldom seen it enforced in my life, in

30 years'  practice.

Mr. H ouston. A t the last meeting before we closed the hearing

of the opponents of the measure I personally told Mr. H oudini that

his rebuttal would have to be confined to replying to new matter

brought out by the other side, and that no new matter would be

introduced.

Mr. H ammer. I am opposed to enforcing any such rule here.

The C hairman. Y ou are going to use your time on new matter?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, but I want to hear what Mrs. F letcher has to

say.

(Mr. H oudini yielded 15 minutes of his time to Mrs. F letcher.)

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . DUN C A N  U. F L E TC H E R , W A S H IN GTO N , D. C .

Mrs. F letcher. If I may have as much time as the gentleman at

the other end of the table [ indicating]  has had in displaying his

pitiable attempt to show before this committee the trumpet work

and the slate writing, that is all I want, and I will be perfectly satis-

fied.

The C hairman. Do you want five minutes now?

Mrs. F letcher. I think  he had at least 10 minutes one day and

at least 10 or 15 minutes another day.

The C hairman. Do you care to be heard at this time?

Mrs. F letcher. It does not mak e any difference. I should say

some things that would use more than five minutes.

The C hairman. H ow much time do you want, Mrs. F letcher—

15 or 20 minutes?

Mrs. F letcher. I think  15 minutes would be sufficient.

The C hairman. W ould you agree to that, Mr. H oudini, to allow

Mrs. F letcher 15 minutes of your time?

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  gladly. *

Mr. H ouston. If he yields to it, it is all right.

Mrs. F letcher. My home is in F lorida, and I live at present

in the District of C olumbia. I will lot presume to tak e much of your

time. Too much has been spent upon words which have no bearing

upon the q uestion before us, but had I not made a promise that

I would help this cause at any time, in any place, or in any way in

my power, I would not be here. I have been an investigator for

35 years. I am astonished that the poor imitation which was dis-

played before you the other day got over. It is no more lik e a

real demonstration which occurs at a spiritual seance than dark ness

is lik e daylight. I would venture to say that there is no one in

this room who could produce for me a message from my father in

his own handwriting with his own particular signature.

A nd here let me say that the phenomena has been proved. A s

an illustration of such phenomena, in this seance at the same time

four other messages were being written simultaneously, each in
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Mr. RATHBONE. You understand, that you in your rebuttal would 
only have the right to answer back a new matter that was brought 
out in a hearing here 1 

Mr. HouwroN. Oh, that is never enforced in American courts now. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Yes; my experience is that it is enforced. 
Mr. HAMMER. Oh, I have seldom seen it enforced in my life, in 

30 years' practice. 
Mr. HousTON. At the last meeting before we. closed the hearing 

of the opponents of the measure I personally told Mr. Houdini that 
his rebuttal would have to be confined to replying to new matter 
brought out by the -0ther side, and that no new matter would be 
introduced. 

·Mr. HAMMER. I am opposed to enforcing any such rule·here. 
The CHAIRMAN. You are going to use your time on new matter 1 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, but I want to hear what Mrs. Fletcher has to 

sa~Mr. Houdini yielded 15 minutes of his t~me to Mrs. Flet~her.) 
STATEJ4ENT OF MRS. DUNCAN U. FLETCXEB., WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mrs. FLETCHER. If I may have as much time as the gentleman at 
the other end of the table [indicating] has had in displaying his 
pitiable attempt to show before this committee the trumpet "'.'Ork 
and the slate writing, that is all I want, and I will be perfectly satis~ 
fied. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you want five minutes now~ 
Mrs. FLETCHER. I think he had at least 10 minutes one day and 

at least 10 or 15 minutes another day. 
The CHAIRMAN. Do you care to be heard at this time~ 
l-'frs. FLETCHER. It does not make any difference. I should say 

some things that would use more than five minutes. 
The CHAIRMAN. How much time do you want, Mrs. Fletcher-

15 or 20 minutes~· 
Mrs. FLETCHER. I think 15 minutes would be sufficient. 
The CHAIRMAN. Would you agree to that, Mr. Houdini, to allow 

Mrs. Fletcher 15 minutes of your time 1 
l-Ir. HoUDINI. Yes; gladly. • 
l-Ir. HousToN. If he yields to it, it is all right. 
Mrs . . FLETCHER. My home is in Florida, and I live at present 

in the District of Columbia. I will :1ot presume to take much of your 
time. Too much has been spent upon words which have no bearing 
upon the question before us, but had I not made a promise that 
I would help this cause at any time, in any place, or in any way in 
my power, I would not be here. I have been an investigator for 
35 years. I am astonished that the poor imitation which was dis­
played before you the other day got over. It is no more like a. 
real- demonstration which occurs at a spiritual seance than darkness 
is 1ik~ daylight. I would venture to say that there is no one in 
this:room who could produce for .me a message from my father in 
his own handwriting with his own particular signature .. 

And here let me say that the phenomena has been proved. As 
an illustration of such phenomena; in this seance at the same time 
four other messages were being written simultaneously, each in 
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a different style of handwriting, and the whole performance con-

sumed about two minutes. There were at least six  dozen words.

A nd they were not from Benj amin F rank lin or George W ashington

or Q ueen E lizabeth, but from some of my own dear friends in the

invisible world.

N ow, as for prophecy— what is so wick ed and unlawful in the

gift of prophecy?  I have had in W ashington within the space of

two years three prophecies made to me by a medium in deep trance.

The medium did not k now what she was saying. S he does not

k now to this day what she said. Those three prophecies were

fulfilled to the letter. They were of unusual occurrences, not what

would happen to any individual in the ordinary run of life.

N ow, the statement has been made here that if this thing is

true, why do not our mediums give tips as to races and stock , oil ven-

tures, and things of that k ind?

Many of our mediums can do so. It is not the desire of the

spirit world to increase the size of the pock etbook , but to enlarge

the size of the human soul. [ A pplause.]  If anybody will read

Dennis Bradley' s book  called " Toward the S tars,"  he will find

in there a chapter where a medium, V alentine, put his finger on

three successive winners in the races in E ngland. A fter he had

accomplished this feat Mr. Bradley said he could do no more,

because it was not the desire of his spirit guides that he should

use his power in that way.

N ow, as to the charms. I have had some very dear little friends

during my life who belonged to a certain denomination. These

iittJ e friends wore about their neck s medals, I think  they called

them, which had been blessed by the leaders of their faith, and for

which donations had been made to the church. If this clause

goes through, what will be done with that practice?  It might be

a very good opening to an organization k nown as the K. K. K.

[ A pplause.]

N ow, what is so wrong and wick ed and unlawful about locating

lost articles?  I had a very important lost article located through

directions given me by mediums. F orty-five years ago there came

into the possession of my father a valuable violin. The owner of

that vialin had passed into the higher life. The boy who inherited

the violin was 8 years of age and left' the violin with my father

and disappeared. N othing was heard from him. I supposed he

had j oined his father in the higher life. A bout two years ago I

began to get messages which interested me in the old violin. I

followed the directions given me through some mediums and through

those directions I located that boy now grown, as you realize, to

manhood. H e had lived in F rance, and he had lived in R ussia,

E ngland, and he has been eight times around the world. H e had

k nown the city of J ack sonville had been destroyed entirely by fire,

and supposed that his violin, if it had been in ex istence, had gone

that way. I found the man, and he found his violin entirely through

the advice and suggestion I received through mediums.

Mr. R athbone. May I interrupt you a moment, Mrs. F letcher?

Mrs. F letcher. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. I have seen some remark able things done along

certain lines, but there was no claim they were done through spiritual
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a different style of handwriting, and the whole performance con­
sumed about two minutes. There were at least six dozen words. 
And they were not from Benjamin Franklin or George Washington 
or Queen Elizabeth, but from some of my own dear friends in the 
invisible world. 

Now, as for prophecy-what is so wicked and unlawful in the 
gift of prophecy1 I have had in Washington within the space of 
two years three prophecies made to me by a medium in deep trance. 
The medium did not know what she was saying. She does not 
know to this day what she said. Those three prophecies were 
fulfilled to the letter. They were of unusual occurrences, not what 
would happen to any individual in the ordinary run of life. 

Now, the statement has been made here that if this thing is 
true, why do not our mediums give tips as to races and stock, oil ven-· 
ture.s, and things of that kind 1 

Many of our mediums can do so. It is not the desire of the 
spirit · world to increase the size of the pocketbook, but to enlarge 
the size of the human soul. [Applause.] If anybody will read 
Dermis Bradley's book called " Toward the Stars," he will ti.rid 
in there a chapter where a medium, Valentine, put his finger on 
three successive winners in the races in England. After he had 
accomplished this feat Mr. Bradley said he could do no more, 
bec!}use it was not the desire of his spirit guides that he should 
use his power in that way. 

Now, as to the charms. I have had some very dear little friends 
during my life who belonged to a certain denomination. These 
littJe· friends wore about their necks medals, ~ think they called 
them, which had been blessed by the leaders of their faith, and for 
which donations had been made to the church. If this clause 
goes through, what will be done with that practice 1 It might be 
a very good opening to an organization known as the K. K. K. 
[Applause.] 

Now, what is so wrong and wicked and unlawful about locating 
lost articles~ I had a very important lost article located through 
directions given me by mediums. Forty-five years ago there cam~ 
into the possession of my father a valuable violin. The owner of 
that vittlin had passed into the higher life. The boy who inherited 
the violin was 8 years of age and left' the violin with my father 
and disappeared. Nothing was heard from him. I supposed he 
had joined his father in the higher life. About two years ago I 
began to get messages which interested me in the old violin. I 
followed the directions given me through some mediums and througli 
those directions I located that boy now grown, as you realize, to 
manhood. He had lived in France, and he had lived in Russia, 
England, and he has been eight times around the world. He had 
known the city· of Jacksonville had been destroyed entirely by fire; 
and supposed that his violin, if it had been in existence, had gon~ 
that way. I found the man, and he found his violin entirely through 
the advice and suggestion I received through mediums. 

Mr. RATHBONE. May I interrupt you a moment, Mrs. Fletcher Y 
Mrs. FLETCHER. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I have seen some remarkable things done along 

certain-1ines, but there was no claim they were done through spiritual 
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mediumship. This locating of the violin, or the locating of lost

and stolen articles, do the spiritualists claim that can be done only

through spiritualism, or done through spiritism or other means?

Mrs. F letcher. I k now nothing about other means. I only k now

about spiritualistic mediumship.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you ever seen Mr. H oudini when he was

blindfolded by a man and when he would get into an automobile

and be drawn all around through a large place, and stop and get out

and finally locate something that had been hidden away?  I have

seen that, and I suppose a good many of us have. W ould the

spiritualists say that had been spiritism or could the same thing

be accomplished through other means?

. Mrs. F letcher. May I say that these messages purported to come

from my father who was interested that I should return the violin

to the boy to whom it belonged?

N ow, as to honest mediums. The assertion has been made here

that there is no such a thing, or that probably there is no such a

thing as an honest medium. My mother was a natural medium.

A mong the first things that I remember are certain very marvelous

things which had happened in the family circle. I have for 35

years investigated the subj ect. I have never come in contact

with a medium who was dishonest. I have come in contact with

some who had less power and some who had more power, but I

have never met one who was dishonest. I have had in my own home

circles of some of the most prominent people in W ashington. I will

not name them. Y ou might be surprised. They were ministers,

doctors, officials, and world-renowned writers. I have heard them

talk  and carry on conversations with their invisible dear ones, in

the light, in the sunlight, in the electric light, without trumpet,

without paraphernalia of any k ind whatsoever, ex cept the medium

merely sitting in their midst in deep trance. I have heard dozens of

conversations of this k ind. I have tak en part in many of them

myself. My ex perience has been that mediums have a hard time to

get along. Instead of being immensely wealthy they have a rush

of work  for a few days, and then many days when there is nothing.

O ften they are absolutely dependent. Their work  is the giving of a

certain vital force which undermines their strength, to which they

succumb.

Mr. H oudini. It is now my time, Mr. C hairman, and I would

lik e to speak .

Mrs. F letcher. I have finished. I thank  you, Mr. W eiss.

The C hairman. It is your time.

Madam Marcia. I would lik e to mak e a statement.

The C hairman. It is up to Mr. H oudini if he cares to yield.

Madam Marcia. I yielded yesterday some of my time. It will

tak e me j ust five seconds to read a letter I have.

The C hairman. I can not give you any more time. It would have

to come from Mr. H oudini.

A DDITIO N A L  S TA TE ME N T O F  MR . H A R R Y  H . H O TJ DIN I

Mr. H oudini. My religion and my belief in the A lmighty has been

assailed. I stated yesterday that. I do believe in the A lmighty. I

have always believed and I will always believe. I am a Mason, and
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mediumship. This. locating of the violin, or the locating of lost 
and stolen articles, do the spiritualists claim that can be done only 
through spiritualism, or done through spiritism or other means~ 

Mrs. FLETCHER. I know nothing about other means. I only know 
about spiritualistic mediumship. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you ever seen Mr. Houdini when he was 
blindfolded by a man and when he would get into an automobile 
and be drawn all around through a large place, and stop and get out 
and finally locate something that had been hidden away~ I have 
seen that, and I suppose a good many of us have. Would the 
spiritualists say that had been spiritism or could the same thing 
be accomplished through other means~ 
. Mrs. FLETCHER. May I say that these messagesjurported to come 
from my father who was interested that I shoul return the violin 
to the boy to whom it belonged~ 

Now, as to honest mediums. The assertion has been made here 
that there is no such a thing, or that probably there is no such a 
thing as an honest medium. My mother was a natural medium. 
Among the first things that I remember are certa:.in very marvelous 
things which had happened in the family circle. I have for 35 
years investigated the subject. I have never c0me in contact 
with a medium who was dishonest. I have come in contact with 
some who had less power and some who had more power, but I 
have never met one who was dishonest. I have had in my own home 
circles of some of the· most prominent people in Washington. I will 
not name them. You might ·be surprised. They were ministers, 
doctors, officials, and world-renowned writers. I have heard them 
talk and carry on conversations with their invisible dear ones, in 
the light, in the sunlight, in the electric light, without trumpet, 
without paraphernalia of any kind whatsoever, except the medium 
me_r~ly sitting in their midst in deep trance. I have heard do.zens of 
conversations of this kind. I have taken part in many of them 
myself. My experience has been that mediums have a hard time to 
~t along. Instead of being immensely wealthy they have a rush 
of work for a few days, and then many days when there is nothing. 
Often they are absolutely dependent. Their work is the giving of a 
certain vital force which undermines their strength, to which they 
succumb. 

Mr. HouDINI. It is now my time, Mr. Chairman, and I would 
like to speak. · 

Mrs. FLETCHER. I have finished. I thank you, Mr .. Weiss. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is your time. 
Madam MARCIA. I would like to make a statement. 
The CHAIRMAN. It is up to Mr. Houdini if he cares to yield. 
Madam MARCIA. I yielded yesterday some of my time. It will 

take me just five seconds to read a letter I have. 
The CHAIRMAN. I can not give you any more time. It would have 

to come from Mr. Houdini. 

ADDI'TIONAL STATEllENT OF MR. RAB.BY H. HOUDINI 

Mr. HoumNI. My religion and my belief in the · Almighty has been 
assailed. I stated yesterday that. I do . believe in the ,Almighty. I 
J:iave always believed and I will always believe. I am ~ Mason, and 
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you must believe in God to be a Mason. My character has been

assailed. I would lik e to have as a witness here Mrs. H oudini.

[ L aughter.]

S tep this way, Mrs. H oudini. O ne of the witnesses said I was a

brute and that I was vile and I was crazy. W on' t you step this way?

I want the chairman to see you. I will have been married, on J une

22, 32 years to this girl. O n J une 22, 1926, is when we will celebrate

our thirty-second anniversary. There are no medals and no ribbons

on me, but when a girl will stick  to a man for 32 years as she did

and when she will starve with me and work  with me through thick

and thin, it is a pretty good recommendation. O utside of my great

mother, Mrs. H oudini has been my greatest friend.

H ave I shown traces of being crazy, unless it was about you?

[ L aughter.]  ,:

Mrs. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H oudini. A m I brutal to you, or vile?

Mrs. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H oudini. A m I a good boy?

Mrs. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. Thank  you, Mrs. H oudini. [ A pplause.]

It is stated— it has been stated here— that the mediums do not

tak e property. I can prove that they have tak en millions of dollars.

There is a local case here. I will have the lady speak  for a few

minutes. A  local medium was instrumental in tak ing or has tak en

$ 60,000 from her in property. The case is not settled as yet. The

lady in q uestion is Mrs. MacDowell,"  and the medium, in order to

cover her track s, accused this lady of being a medium. This lady

never gave a seance and never went into a trance, but a local medium

told Mr. H ubbell to say that she was a medium. In this way they

would get the property back . I will call Mrs. MacDowell.

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . MA BE L  R A W S O N  H IR O N S  MacDO W E L L

The C hairman. W ill you state your name?

Mrs. MacDowell. My name is Mabel R awson H irons MacDowell.

I am the widow of J ames A lex ander MacDowell, of Philadelphia,

a well-k nown citizen. I was a bride and lived in old C arpenters'

H all for two years, where the F irst C ongress met. My husband was

born there. I am here to tell the committee of an ex perience with

fraudulent mediums of W ashington, D. C . I was robbed of $ 60,000

worth of property, which is everything my husband had accumu-

lated through his relations and 12 years of hard work .

My ancestors have fought through the colonial wars, the F rench

and Indian wars, and all the wars in our history, and they are well

k nown in every S tate in the Union and have been pioneers and have

filtered into every S tate in the Union.

Dr. J ulian B. H ubbell instituted a bill against me in the circuit

court of R ock ville under the advisement of a medium named J ulia

C . W arnick e. The suit ended disastrously for me, because I was

not able to find the notary public before whom J ulian B. H ubbell

ack nowledged the deed. I went to see this medium and talk ed with

her. S he resembles this lady here [ indicating Madam Marcia] .

I am not sure, because I never saw her until to-day. J ulia C .

W arnick e did live on Q  S treet in W ashington, D. C . I have the

papers, and legal and authentic evidence to prove my innocence. I
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you must believe in God· to be a Mason. My character has been 
assailed. I would like to have. as a witness here Mrs. Houdini. 
[Laughter.] · 

Step this: way, Mrs. Houdini. One of the witnesses said I was a 
brute and that I was vile and I was crazy. Won't you step this way j 
I want the chairman to see you. I will have been married, on June 
22, 32 years to this girl. · On June 22, 1926, is when we will celebrate 
our thirty-second anniversary. There are no medals and no ribbons 
on me., but ·when a girl will stick to a man for 32 years as she did 
and when she will starve with me and work with me through thick 
and thin, it is a pretty good recommendation. Outside of my great 
mother, Mrs. Houdini has been my 'greatest friend. 

Have I shown traces of being crazy, unless it was about you~ 
[Laughter.] ": · 

Mrs. HoumNI. No. 
Mr. HoumN1. Am I brutal to you, or vile? 
Mrs. HouDINI. No. 
Mr. HoUDINI. Am I a good boy~ 
Mrs. HoUDINI. Yes. 
Mr. HouDINI. Thank you, Mrs. Houdini. [Applause.] 
It is stated-it has been stated here-that the mediums do not 

take property. I can prove that they have taken millions of dollars. 
There is a local case here. I will have the lady speak for a few 
minutes. A local medium was instrumental in taking- or has taken 
$60,000 from her in property. The case is not settled as yet. The 
lady in question is Mrs. MacDowell; and the medium, in order to 
cover her tracks, accused this lady of being a medium. This lady 
never gave.a seance and never ·went into a trance, but a local medium 
told Mr. Hubbell to say that she was a medium. In this way they 
would get the property back. I will call Mrs. MacDowell. 

STATEltlENT OF MRS. MABEL RAWSON HIRONS MacDOWELL 

The CHAIR~IAN. Will you state your name? 
Mrs. MAcDOWELL. My name is Mabel Rawson Hirons MacDowell. 

I am the widow of James Alexander MacDowell, of PhiladelphiaJ 
a well-known citizen. I was a bride an<l lived in old Carpenters 
Hall for two years, where the First Congress met. My husband was 
born there. I am here to tell the committee of an experience with 
fraudulent mediums of 'Vashin~ton, D. C. I was robbed of $60,000 
worth of proi:>erty, which is everything my husband had accumu­
lated through his relations and 12 years of hard work. 

My ancestors have fought through the colonial ·wars, the French 
and Indian wars, and all the wars in our history, and they are well 
known in every State in the Union and have been pioneers and have 
filtered into every State in the Union. 

Dr. Julian, B. Hubbell instituted a bill against me in the circuit 
court of Rockville under the advisement of a medium named Julia. 
C. "\Varnicke. The suit ended disastrously for me, because I was 
not able to :fin.d the nQtary public before whom Julian B. Hubbell 
acknmdedged the deed. I went to see this medium and talked with 
her. She resembles · this lady here [indicating Madam Marcia]. 
I am not. sure, because I never saw her until to-day. Julia C. 
Warnicke 'did live on Q Street in Washington, D. C . . I have the 
papers, and legal and authentic evidence to prove my innocence. I 
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am here to simply mak e this brief statement and to leave same in the

hands of the committee for their perusal at their leisure. I am

appearing here because I think  I should do this, in order that no

other person will be robbed as I have been robbed through a medium.

This bill should be passed, and I am here to stand by it.

Mr. H ammer. Doctor H ubbell is dead, is he not?

Mrs. MacDowell. N o;  Dr. J ulian B. H ubbell is still alive and

lives at R ock ville. I have the record and everything concerning the

case here to leave in the hands of this committee. I k now that I

can not tell a lie about this matter because I would be prosecuted if

I did.

The C hairman. J ust put those papers on the table. W e will put

them in the record.

Mr. R athbone. Is he not a very old man?

Mrs. MacDowell. Y es;  he is now about 64 years old. In regard

to C lara Barton, my grandfather was C lara Barton' s family physi-

cian for many years, and my father was the only man mentioned in

her will at the time of her death.

Madam Marcia. J ust a minute please. S he accuses me of being

this medium.

The C hairman. O ne of the members of the committee desires to

ask  a q uestion.

Madam Marcia. W ell, I don' t care about the members of the com-

mittee. S he inferred that I am Mrs. W arnick e.

Mrs. MacDowell. I said she resembled you.

Madam Marcia. W ell, if she resembles me that is different.

Mr. R athbone. Mrs. MacDowell, what I want to ask  you is this.

It seems an important inq uiry: I understand you to say you were

defrauded out of $ 60,000. W hat I want to get at is whether you were

defrauded through a medium, or whether it was done through spirit-

ism, or whether it was a business transaction of a different character.

Mrs. MacDowell. It was done entirely through mediumship. The

medium made these representations, advised Doctor H ubbell to bring

this suit.

Mr. R athbone. W ill you be good enough to show how that was

done through mediumship?  In other words, tell how you were

caused to lose your $ 60,000.

Mrs. MacDowell. J ulia C . W arnick e acted as a medium for Dr.

J ulian B. H ubbell in securing this property. S he advised him to

bring this suit and said that it must be based on fictitious misrepre-

sentation on my part and to get a lawyer of R ock ville to bring the

suit, and they won the same.

Their sworn legal statement which I will leave in the hands of the

committee showing the ex ecution of the deed by Dr. J ulian B.

H ubbell in the W ashington L oan &  Trust C o. and the cash considera-

tion paid over to him for the same. A lso the receipt of Doctor

H ubbell in his own handwriting.

(The papers referred to by Mrs. MacDowell are as follows:)

Petitioners E x hibit A ^ 6

S tate of N ew Y ork ,

C ounty of Kew Y ork , ss:

I, A lfred B. Dent, of the city of N ew Y ork , S tate of N ew Y ork , residing at

N o. 54 W est S eventy-first S treet, in said city, being duly sworn according to

law, depose and say that on the 14th day of May, 1914, I was a duly appointed
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am here to simply make this brief ·sta~ment.and to leave same in the 
hands of the committee for their perusal at their leisure. I am 
appearing here because I think I should do this, in . order that no 
other person will be robbed as I have been. ro'bbed through a medium. 
This bill should be passed, and I am here to stand by it. 

Mr. HAMMER. Doctor Hubbell is dead, is he not t · 
Mrs. MAcDowELL. No; Dr. Julian B. Hubbell is still alive and 

lives at Rockville. I have the reoord and everything concerning the 
case here to leave in the hands of this committee. ! .. know that I 
can not tell a lie about this matter because I would be prosecuted if 
I did. .. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just put those papers on.the table. We will put 
them in the record. t 

Mr. RATHBONE. Is he not a very old man~ 
Mrs. 1.facDowELL. Yes; h~ is now abou~ 64 years old. In regard 

to Clara Barton, my grandfat~er was Clara. Barton's family physi: 
cian for many years, and my: father was the only man mentioned in 
her will at the time of her death. 

Madam MARCIA. Just a minute please. She ac~uses ·me of being 
this medium. · 

The CHAIDIAN. One of the members of the committee desires to 
ask a question. 

Madam MARCI.A. Well, I don't care about the members of the com-
mittee. She inferred that I am Mrs. Warnicke~ 

Mrs. MAcDowELL. I said she resembled you. 
·Madam MARCIA. Well, if she resembles me that is different. 
Mr. RATHBONE. :Mrs. M.acDowell, what I want to ask you is this. 

It seems an important inquiry: I understand you to· say you were 
defrauded out of $60,000. What I want to get at is whether you were 
defrauded through a medium, or whether it was done through spirit­
ism, or whether it was a busines.s transaction of a different character. 

Mrs. ~IAcDowELL. It was done entirely through mediumship. The 
medium made these representations, advised Doctor Hubbell to bring 
this suit. 

Mr. RATHBONE. "\Vill you be good enough to show how that was 
done through mediumship? In other words, tell how you were 
caused to Jose your $60,000. 

Mrs. MAcDowELL. Julia C. Warnicke acted as a: medium for Dr. 
Julian B. Hubbell in securing this property. She advised him to 
bring this suit and said that it must be based on fictitious misrepre­
sentation on my part and to get a lawyer of Rockville to bring the 
suit, and they won the same. 
· Their sworn legal statement which I will leave in the hands of the 
committee showing the execution of the deed by Dr. Julian B. 
Hubbell in the Washington Loan & Trust C6. and the cash considera­
tion paid over to him for the same. · .Also the, receipt of Doctpr 
Hubbell in his own handwriting. · · · 

(The papers referred to by Mrs. MacDowell are as follows:) · .. 

PETITIONERS EXHIBIT A-46 
STATE OF NEW YORK, 

County of New York, ss: 
I, Alfred B. Dent, of the city of New York, State ot New York, residing at 

No. 54 West Seventy-first Street, in said city, being duly sworn according to 
law, depose and say that on the 14th day of May, 1914, I was a duly appointed 
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and q ualified notary public in and for the District of C olumbia, residing in the

city of W ashington, D. C , and ex ercising the duties of my office at the business

place of the W ashington L oan &  Trust C o.;  that on the date hereinbefore men-

tioned I was req uested to tak e the ack nowledgment of a deed in which one

J ulian B. H ubbell was party of the first part and Mabelle R awson H irons was

party of the second part;  that I witnessed the signature of said J ulian B.

H ubbell to said deed, and, at the req uest of Mrs. H irons I procured the signa-

ture of one of the other employees of said the W ashington L oan &  Trust C o. as

additional witness, notwithstanding my having informed Mrs. H irons that my

signature alone was legally sufficient for the purpose;  that Mrs. H irons, in the

presence and hearing of the said J ulian B. H ubbell volunteered the statement

that she was about to pay over in cash $ 11,000, the purchase price for property

which she had purchased from the said J ulian B. H ubbell, giving that as her

reason for being particular as to having more than one witness;  that said

H ubbell did not deny that he was to receive said money covering said purchase,

nor did he say anything indicating that her said statement as to the $ 11,000

was incorrect or untrue;  that the said Mrs. H irons did at this time and in my

presence hand over to said H ubbell a bulk y legal-size envelope, in which I saw

a considerable number of bank  notes lying straight therein, and that he, the

said H ubbell, accepted same;  that all the time the said H ubbell accepted said

envelope with said money therein I saw said H ubbell look  inside of said

envelope and then heard him say to Mrs. H irons, " That is all right, Mrs.

H irons,"  whereupon she, in my hearing and presence, replied, " But you have

not counted the money."

Both then crossed to the stand-up desk  on the opposite side of the lobby, a

distance of about 20 feet from my desk  (and with nothing between the said

stand-up desk  and my desk  to obstruct my view of them while they stood

thereby), and I saw Doctor H ubbell counting the said money in the presence

of Mrs. H irons, who stood beside him at said stand-up desk . Mrs. H irons had

ask ed the said H ubbell to please »give her a receipt for said sum of money, and

he wrote out and handed to Mrs. H irons two receipts, one for $ 1,000 for the

bill of sale of the personal property and one for $ 10,000 to cover the real estate

conveyed by the said deed, both of which receipts were shown to me when they,

the said Mrs. H irons and H ubbell, recrossed the lobby to my desk , and both

were signed by " J ulian B. H ubbell,"  being the same signature as was on the

deed which had immediately theretofore been ex ecuted before me by said

H ubbell;  that before said Mrs. H irons and H ubbell left my desk  to cross to

said stand-up desk  said Mrs. H irons, seeing a certain man walk ing in the lobby

of the said trust company, said, " I think  I k now that gentleman."  or words to

that effect, pointing out the man whom I k new to be (the late) J udge A shley

M. Gould, and I told her who he was;  that I k new the said J udge Gould well,

he being a customer of the said trust company in which I was and for several

years had been an employee;  that the said J udge Gould came to the receiving

teller' s window within a few feet of my desk  and on the same side of the said

lobby, and, after remaining at the said receiving teller' s window a short time ho

started diagonally across the lobby, ostensibly for the purpose of going out the

doorway near and on the same side of said lobby as the said stand-up desk , said

doorway leading into the main corridor, which corridor opened into F  S treet;

that when he, the said J udge Gould, had covered about half the distance from

the receiving teller' s window to the said doorway leading into the said main

corridor and was about midway between my desk  and the said stand-up desk

at which the said Mrs. H irons and H ubbell were standing and counting the said

money, the said H ubbell accosted the said J udge Gould and diverted him from

his path toward the said doorway and took  him, the said J udge Gould, over to

said stand-up desk  and presumably introduced him, the said J udge Gould, to

the said Mrs. H irons;  that the said Mrs. H irons, the said H ubbell, and the said

J udge Gould, in my presence, though not in my hearing, then engaged in con-

versation for a few minutes, after which the said J udge Gould said good-by, or

words to that effect, and continued on his way to the said doorway and went

out into said main corridor;  that immediately after the departure of the said

J udge Gould the said Mrs. H irons and said H ubbell came back  over to my desk

and ex hibited to me the two receipts above mentioned, both of which I, in their

presence, read over, which receipts showed payments made that day by Mrs.

H irons to said H ubbell of $ 10,000 and $ 1,000, covering the real estate conveyed

by said deed and the personal property conveyed by said bill of sale, respec-

tively. That said papers were ex ecuted before me j ust prior to my going to
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Ulf quaillled notaey public in ·and for the District of Columbia, residing in the 
city of Washington, D. C., and exercising the duties of my office at the business 
place of the Washington Loan & Trust Co.; that on the date hereinbefore men­
tioned I was requested to take the acknowledgment of a deed in which one 
Julian B. Hubben was party of the ftrst part and Mabelle Rawson Hirons was 
party of the second part; that I witnessed the signature of said Julian B. 
Hubbell to said deed, and, at the request of Mrs. Hirons I procured the signa­
ture of one of the other employees of said the Washington Loan & Trust Co. as 
additional witness, notwithstanding my having informed Mrs. Hirons that my 
signature alone was legally sufficient for the purpose ; that Mrs. Hirons, in the 
presence and bearing of the said Julian B. Hubbell volunteered the statement 
that she was about to pay over in cash $11,000, the purchase price for property 
which she bad purchased from the said Julian B. Hubbell, giving that as her 
reason for being particular as to having more than one witness; that said 
Hubbell did not deny that he was to receive said money covering said purchase, 
nor did he say anything indicating that her said statement as to the $11,000 
was incorrect or untrue; that the said Mrs. Hirons did at this time and in my 
presence hand over to said Hubbell a bulky legal-size envelope, in which I saw 
a considerable number of bank notes lying straight therein, and that he, the 
said Hubbell, accepted same; that all the time the said Hubbell accepted said 
envelope with said money therein I saw said Hubbell look inside of said 
envelope and then heard him say to Mrs. Hirons, "That ls all dght, Mrs. 
Hirons," whereupon she, in my hearing and presence, replied, "But you have 
not counted the money." · 

Both then crossed to the stand-up desk on the opposite side of the lobby, a 
distance of about 20 feet from my desk (and with nothing between the said 
stand-up desk and my desk to obstruct my view of them while they stood 
thereby), and I saw Doctor Hubbell counting the said money in the presence 
of Mrs. Hirons, who stood beside him at said stand-up desk. Mrs. Hirons had 
asked the said Hubbell to please.give her a receipt for said sum of money, and 
he wrote out and hB.nded to Mrs. Hirons two receipts, one for $1,000 for the 
bill of sale of the personal property and one for $10,000 to cover the real estate 
conveyed by the said deed, both of which receipts were shown to me when they, 
the said Mrs. Hirons and Hubbell, recrossed the lobby to my desk, and both. 
were signed by "Julian B. Hubbell," being the same signature as was on the 
deed which had immediately theretofore been executed before me by said 
Hubbell; that before said .Mrs. Hirons and Hubbell left my desk to cross to 
said stand-up desk said 'Mrs. Hirons, seeing a certain man walking in the lobby 
of the said· trust company, said, "I think I know tlrat gentleman," or words to 
that e:frect, pointing out the man whom I knew to be (the late) Judge Ashley 
M. Gould, and I told her who he was ; that I knew the said Judge Gould well, 
he being a customer of the said trust company in which I was and for several 
years bad been an employee; that the said Judge Gould came to the receiving 
teller's window within a few feet of my desk and on the same side of the said 
lobby, and, after remaining at the said receiving teller's window a short time he 
started diagonally across the lobby, ostensibly for the purpose of going out the 
doorway near and o~ the same side of said lobby as the said stand-up desk, said 
doorway leading into the main corridor, which corridor opened into F Street; 
that when he, the said Judge Gould, had covered about half the distance from 
the receiving teller's window to the said doorway leading into the said main 
corridor and was about midway between my desk and the said stand-up desk 
at which the said Mrs. Hirons and Hubbell were standing and counting the said 
money, the said Hubbell accosted the said Judge Gould and diverted him from 
his path toward the said doorway and took him, the said Judge Gould, over to 
said stand-up desk and presumably introduced him, the said Judge Gould, to 
the said Mrs. Hirons; that the said Mrs. Hirons, the said Hubbell, and the said 
Judge Gould, in my presence, though not in my hearing, then engaged in con­
versation for a few minutes, after which the said Judge Gould said goocl-by, or · 
words to that effect, and continued on his way to the said doorway and went 
out into . said main corridor ; that immediately after the departure ot the said 
Judge Gould the said Mrs. Hirons and said Hubbell came back over to my desk 
and exhibited to me the two receipts above mentioned, both of which I, in their 
presence, read over, which receipts showed payments made that day by Mrs. 
Hirons to said Hubbell of $10,000 and $1,000, .covering the real estate conveyed 
by said deed and the personal property conveyed by said bill of sale, respect­
tively. That said papers were executed before me just prior to my going to 
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lunch on the day in q uestion, I having left my desk  to go to lunch immediately

after reading over said receipts, the time of mj  leaving being between 1 and 1.30

o' clock .

I further depose and say that about two years ago the said H ubbell inter-

viewed me in the city of N ew Y ork , seemingly for the purpose of getting my

testimony in his case then pending against Mrs. H irons for the return of the

property conveyed by said deed and bill of sale, but after talk ing a considerable

time with me about said case he abandoned said effort, and I heard nothing

further from said H ubbell thereafter, ex cept that he sent me certain data

showing the nature of the said case.

I further depose and say that I never, after said visit to my office on the

14th day of May, 1914, saw or heard from, either directly or indirectly, ex cept

on her visit to W ashington L oan &  Trust C o. in relation to her check ing ac-

count, and ex cept, possibly some reference made by said H ubbell at his said

visit of about two years ago, the said Mrs. H irons, until on or about a day in

S eptember or O ctober, 1925.

I further depose and say that I have no interest in the prosecution of this

case.

A lfred B. Dent.

S worn to before me this 4th day of March, 1926.

J ohn M. Martin, N otary Public.

Term ex pires March 30, 1929.

Petitioner' s E x hibit B

S tate of N ew Y ork ,

C ounty of N ew Y ork :

O rlando B. Potter, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the presi-

dent of the O . B. Potter Properties (Inc.) ;  that Mr. A lfred B. Dent is employed

by this company as book k eeper and has been employed by the company since

December, 1922. Before employing Mr. Dent deponent look ed up his recom-

mendations, all of which were very ex cellent, and deponent has found him to

be a conscientious, truthworthy, and honorable person in all his dealings.

O rlando B. Potter.

S worn to before me this 5th day of May, 1926.

J ames S . L aing, N otary Public.

My commission ex pires March 30, 1928.

Petitioner' s E x hibit C

C ommonwealth of Massachusetts,

C ounty of S uffolk , ss:

I, George A dams King, residing at 26 Dwight S treet, Boston, Mass., being

duly sworn, mak e affidavit as follows:

My father, H enry W . King, of the firm of R ice, King, &  R ice, of W orcester,

Mass., at his death in 1910 had in his possession and in his care certain

personal property belonging to Mabelle R awson H irons, of Philadelphia, Pa.

This property, at her req uest, I transferred to Mr. C harles L . Dundey, of

O maha, N ebr., some time in the year 1911. The amount of the property was

some $ 50,000.

George A dams King.

S igned and sworn to before me this 3d day of March, 1926.

. Martha S turn, N otary Public.

Petitioner' s E x hibit D

Des Moines, Polk  C ounty, Iowa, March 22, 1926.

I, Irma V ogel Townsend, depose and say that I was called to attend Mabelle

R awson H irons on the morning of the day following L illian F rantz' s disap-

pearance. O n my arrival at her home in Glen E cho, Md., I was met at the
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lunch on the day in question, I having left my desk to 110 to lunch inUnediately 
after reading over said receipts, the time of my leaving being between 1and1.30 
o'clock. . 

I further depose and say that· about two years ago tae said Hubbell ·inter­
viewed me in the city of New York, .seemingly for the pw-pose of getting my 
testimony in his case then pending against Mrs. Hirons fo? the return ;Of the 
property conveyed by said deed and bill of sale, but after· talking a considerable 
time with me about said case· he aba.ndoned said ea:ort. and I heard nothing 
further from said Hubbell thereafter, except that he sent me certain dat.a 
8howing the nature of the said case. 

I further depose and say that I never, aftel' said visit to: my omce on the 
14th day of May, 1914, saw or heard from, either directly or indire<itly, except 
on her visit to Washington Loan & Trust Co; in relation to ·her cheeking ac­
count, and except, possibly some reference made by said Hubbell at his said 
visit of about two years ago, the said Mrs. Hirons, until on or about a day la 
September or October, 1925. 

I further depose and say that I h~ve no interest in the prosecution of this 
case. 

ALFRED B. DENT. 
·sworn to before me this 4th day of March, 1926. 

Term expires March 30, 1929. 
· JOHN M. MARTIN, Notar11 Public. 

Pl!:TITIONEB'S EXHIBIT B 

STATE OF NEW YORK, 
County of New York: 

Orlando B. Potter, being duly sworn, deposes and says that be is the presi­
dent of the 0. B. Potter Properties (Inc.) ; that Mr. Alfred B. Dent is employed 
by this company as bookkeeper and has been emplCJyed by the compa.ny since 
December, 1922. Before employing Mr. Dent deponent looked up his recom­
mendations, all of which were very excellent, and deponent has found him to 
be a conscientious, truthwortby, and honorable person in all his dealings. 

ORLANDO B. POTTER. 
Sworn to before me this 5th day of May, 1926. 

JAMES S. LAING, Notary PubUc. 
My commission expires March 30, 1928. 

PETITIONER'S EXHIBIT C 

COMMONWEALTH OF MABSACHUBE'rl'S, 
0<>1'nty of Suffolk, aa: 

I, George Adams King, residing at 26 Dwight Street, Boston, Mass., being 
duly sworn, make affidavit as follows: 

My father, Henry W. King, of the firm of Rice, King, & Rice, of Worcester, 
Mass., at his death in 1910 bad in his possession and in bis care oortaln 
personal property belonging to Mabelle Rawson Hirons, of Philadelphia, Pa. 
This property, at her request, I transferred to Mr. Charles L. Dnndey, of 
Omaha, Nebr., some time in the year 1911. The amount of the property was 
some $50,000. 

GEOBGl!l ADAMS KING. 

Signed and sworn to before me tl;lls 3d day of March, 1926. 
MARTHA STURN, Notary Public. 

PETITIONER' S E 'xHmIT D 

DEB Momms, POLK CouNTY, IowA, March !!, 19e8. 
I, Irma Vogel Townsend, depose and say that I was called to attend Mabelle 

Rawson Hirons on the morning of the day following Lilllan Frantz's disap­
pearance. On my arrival at her home in Glen Echo, Md., I was met at the 
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door by J ames A . McDowell, who took  me immediately to the parlor, where

I found Mrs. H irons weeping bitterly, and she ex plained her grief was due to

L illian' s having been stolen from her the previous day on her return from

R ock ville, and she had sent for me )« cause she had cried all night, and was

unable to regain control of her emotions.

A s an osteopath and friend, I tried to comfort her, but realized I could

not give her a regular treatment at that time. A  stranger whom Mrs. H irons

called Mr. S mith came to mak e inq uiries about L illian' s disappearance, and

ask ed if the report which he had heard in the town about her disappearance

was true. Mrs. H irons replied that it was. H e offered his sympathy and

left. I did the same, and we left the house together.

I depose and say that Mrs. H irons said nothing whatever about C lara

Barton memorial in either of our presence.

S he was filled with grief over the loss of L illian F rantz, and this was

her only thought at this time. ,

/ Ibma V ooel Townsend.

S ubscribed, sworn to, and ack nowledged before me this 22d day of March,

1926, by the subscriber, who is personally k nown to me.

J oseph W . C urphy, N otary Public.

S tate of Pennsylvania,

C ounty of Philadelphia, ss:

C harles F . Bryde, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says

that he is auditor and comptroller of S amuel T. F reeman &  C o., auctioneers,

Philadelphia, Pa., and that, under instructions from Mabelle Kawson H irons,

represented by C harles L . Dundy, attorney, said auctioneers sold at public

auction at premises 2125 Green S treet, on May 24, 1910, certain household

furniture, which realized the sum of $ 1,349.60, netting Mrs. H irons the sum

of $ 1,167.14.

C harles F . Bbyde.

S worn to and subscribed before me this 4th day of March, 1926.

E lizabeth M. J . C ampbell, N otary Public.

My commission ex pires May 15, 1927.

Petitioner' s E x hibit E

S tate of Missouri,

Kansas C ity, J ack son C ounty, ss:

I, C harles L . Dundey, j r., of Kansas C ity, Mo., residing at 4426 Broadway,

the son of the late C harles L . Dundey, attorney at law. of O maha, in Douglas

C ounty, N ebr. Mr. Dundey was the attorney for Mrs. Mabelle R awson H irons,

of Philadelphia, Pa.

I remember that during the month of May in the year 1914 my father,

C harles L . Dundey, was called to N ew Y ork  to attend to some matters of

business. O n his return, which was about the middle of May of that year,

he brought back  to me several articles, amongst which was an Indian bow

and arrow, which was given to him by the said Mrs. H irons, to be presented

to me. A t the time of his return I was still confined to my bed following an

accident which I had been in. This visit of my father to N ew Y ork  was very

deeply impressed upon me, because of the pleasure which I received from the

presentation of the above-mentioned articles.

A fter my father' s death, J une 25, 1920, my mother paid a visit to the home

of Mrs. H irons, in Glen E cho, Md., and upon her return pack ed up and

returned to the said Mrs. H irons all of the k eepsak es and other things which

could be found amongst the personal belongings of my father which he had

had in his care and in his k eeping. •

My father' s business relations were closed with the said Mrs. H irons a year

or so previous to his death, as his health would not permit him to continue

to look  after her affairs any longer.

The above statement is true. C harles L . Dundey, J r.

S ubscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of March, 1926.

R ua B. Golden,

N otary Public in and for J ack son C ounty, S tate of Missouri.

My commission ex pires A pril 27, 1929.
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door by James A. :McDowell, who took me immediately to the parlor, where 
I found Mrs. Hirons weeping bitterly, and she explained her grief was due to 
Lllllan's having been stolen from her the previous day on her return from 
Rockville, and she had sent fnr me laiause ahe had cried all night, and was 
unable to regain control of her emotions. 

As an osteopath and friend, I tried to comfort her, but realized I could 
not give her a regular treatment at that time. A stranger whom Mrs. H1ro11$ 
called Mr. Smith, came ·to ·make .Inquiries about .Lillian's disappeaJ,"ance,. and 
asked if the report which he bad heard in the town about her disappearance 
was true. Mrs. Hirons replied that it was. He otrered his sympathy and 
left. I did the same, and we left the house together. 

I depose and say that Mrs. Hirons said nothing whatever about Clara 
Barton memorial in either of our presence. 

She was filled with grief over the loss of Lillian Frantz, and this was 
her only thought at this time. 

lBMA VOGEL TOWNSEND. 
Subscribed, sworn to, and acknowledged before me this 22d day of March, 

1926, by the subscriber, who ls personally known to me. 
JOSEPH W. CUBPHY, Notary Public. 

ST.A.Tl: OF PENNSTLV.A.NI.A., 
Oot11'f1/ Of Philadelphia, 88: 

Charles F. Bryde, being duly swo'rn according to law, deposes and says 
that he is auditor and comptroller of Samuel T. Freeman & Co., auctioneers, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and that, under instructions from Mabelle Rawson Hirons, 
represented by Charles L. Dundy, attorney, said auctioneers sold at public 
auction at premises 2125 Green Street, on May 24, 1910, certain household 
furniture, which realized the sum of $1,349.60, netting l\Irs. Hirons the sum 
~~~u . 

CHARLES F. BBYDE.. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 4th day of March, 1926. 

EuZ.A.BETH M. J. CAMPBELL, Nota;ry Public. 
My commission expires May 15, 1927. 

PETITIONER'S EXHIBIT E 
STATE OF MISSOUBI, 

Kansas Oit11, Jackson County, ss: 
I, Charles L. Dundey, jr., of Kansas City, Mo., residing at 4426 Broadway, 

the son of the late Charles L. Dundey, attorney at law, of Omaha, in Douglas 
County, Nebr. Mr. Duntley was the attorney for Mrs. llabelle Rawson Hirons, 
of Philadelphia, Pa. 

I remember that during the month of May in the year 1914 my father, 
Charles L. Duntley, was called to New York to attend to some matters of 
business. On his return, which was about the middle of May of that year, 
be brought back to me several articles, amongst which was an Indian bow 
and arrow, which was given to him by the said Mrs. Hirons, to be presented 
.to me. At the time of his return I was still confined to my bed following an 
accident which I had been in. This visit of my father to New York was very 
deeply impressed upon me, because of the pleasure which I received from the 
presentation of the above-mentioned articles. 

After my father's death, June 25, 1920, my mother paid a visit to the home 
of Mrs. Hirons, in Glen Echo, Md., and upon her return packed up and 
returned to the said Mrs. Hirons all of the keepsakes and other things which 
could be found amongst the personal belongings of my father which be had 
had in his care and in bis keeping. 

My father's business relations were closed with the said Mrs. Hirons a year 
or so previous to bis death, as his ·health would not permit him to continue 
to look after her affairs any longer. 

The above statement ls true. CHARLES ·L. DUNDEY, Jr. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of· March, 1926. 
. RUA B. GOLDB1', 

Notar11 Pv1Jlio ·ia. ~nd for. Jacka<m Co11nt11, State of Misaowri. 
My commission _expires April 2T, 1929. 
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Petitioner' s E x hibit F

C ity of W ashington.

District of C olumbia, $ s:

I, E liot H . Thomson, 900 F  S treet N T\  . ' W ashington, D. C , depose and state

that on the 14th day of May, 1014, J ulian B. H ubbell and Mabelle R awson

H irons were in the W ashington L oan &  Trust C o., 900 F  S treet N W ., W ash-

ington, D. C , and J ulian.B. H ubbell had ack nowledged a deed of conveyance

of properties at Glen E cho, Md.. to Mabelle Kawson H irons and he had ac-

k nowledged the same in the presence of A lfred B. Dent, notary public. Mabelle

Kawson H irons then refused to accept said deed because she stated that she

was paying cash for the property and she desired to have plenty of witnesses

to the same, and I was ask ed by Mr. Dent to please witness the deed, although

we both assured Mabelle R awson H irons that this procedure was unnecessary,

and I did witness said deed which conveyed to Mabelle R awson H irons the

real estate holdings of J ulian B. H ubbell in Glen E cho, Md.

E liot H . Thomson..

S ubscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of A pril, 1926.

H erbert A . Poole, N otary Public.

Two changes made by E . H . Thomson in my presence.

H erbert A . Poole, N otary Public.

C ounty of ,

S tate of Maryland, to imt:

I, Margaret C . Kroll Tibbitts, being first duly sworn, on oath depose and say

that in the case of Dr. J ulian B. H ubbel, plaintiff, v. Mrs. Mable R awson

H irons, defendant, now before the C ircuit C ourt of Montgomery C ounty, Md.,

this case was brought to my attention by J udge A shley M. Gould, former asso-

ciate j ustice of the S upreme C ourt of the District of C olumbia, when I was

his secretary, in which capacity I acted until his death in May, 1921. H e dis-

cussed with me on several occasions some of the facts of the case, thereby in-

forming me of the circumstances surrounding the matters in which lie was

involved;  that he stated that he k new personally that Mrs. H irons had paid

Doctor H ubbel for the property in q uestion, as he was present in the W ash-

ington L oan &  Trust C o. of W ashington, D. C , when the money passed. H e

also told me that afterwards he introduced Mrs. H irons to Mr. A rthur Peter

by letter, ask ing him to represent her in the case k nown, I believe, as the

water bonds case against the town of Glen E cho. I understand that Mr.

Peter thereafter had this matter placed in the hands of his assistant, Mr.

J ulien W hiting.

During the discussion of the case I remember distinctly J udge Gould re-

mark ing that Doctor H ubbel certainly must be of unsound mind to bring such

a suit against Mrs. H irons, as there was nothing in the transactions between

them to warrant it.

J udge Gould was anx ious for the case to come up before he left on his vaca-

tion in 1921, as he intended to be a witness for Mrs. H irons.

Margaret Kroll Tibbitts.

S ubscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of F ebruary, A . D. 1926.

A lbany D. Grubb, N otary Public.

W ashington, D. C .

Mr. H arry Karr,

Baltimore, Md.

My Dear Mr. Karr: In reply to your req uest, it gives me pleasure to respond

that I will be glad to assist Mrs. McDowell.

I distinctly remember that J udge Gould was to have been a witness for her,

and that he stated that he had been present at the time when Mrs. H yrons

paid Doctor H ubbell and received the deed for the property, and later intro-

duced her by letter to Mr. A rthur Peter, ask ing him to assist Mrs. H yrons in

recovering the water bonds.

I wrote a letter to j udges of the circuit court at R ock ville, a copy of which

you have probably seen, and which ex plains my k nowledge of the affair.

V ery truly yours,

Margaret K. Tibbitts

(N ee Margaret C . Kroll)

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

FORTUNE TELLING 57 

PETITIONER'S EXHIBIT F 
CITY OF W ABBINGTON, 

District of Columbia, 118: 

I, Eliot H. Thomson, 900 F Street Nl\ .. \Vashington, D. C., depose and state 
that on the 14th day of May, 1Ul4, Julian B. Hubbell and Mabelle Rawson 
Hirons were in the Washington Loan & Trust Co., 900 F Street NW., Wash­
ington, D. G., -and. J.uli4n. B •. Hubbell had acknowledged a deed of conveyance 
of properties at Glen· Bebo, Md., to Mabelle Rawson Hirons and he had ac­
knowledged the same in the presence of Alfred B. Dent, notary public. 1\-Iabelle 
RaW110n Hirons then refused to accept said deed because she stated that she 
was paying cash for the property and she desired to have plenty of witnesses 
to the same, and I was asked by Mr. Dent to please witness the deed, although 
we both assured Mabelle Rawson Hirons that this procedure was unnecessary, 
and I did witness said deed which conveyed to Mabelle Rawson Hirons the 
real estate holdings of Julian B. Hubbell in Glen Echo, Md. 

. ELIOT H. THOMSON •• 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of April, 1926. . 
HEBBEBT A. POOLE, Notary Public. 

Two changes made by E. H. Thom~n In my presence. 
HEBBEBT A. POOLE, Notary Public. 

COUNTY OF ---, 
State of JI arylMuL, to wit: 

I, Margaret C. Kroll Tibbitts, being tlrst duly swopi, on oath depose and say 
that in the case of Dr. Julian B. Hubbel, plaintnr, -v. Mrs. Mable Rawson 
Hirons, defendant, now before the Circuit Court of Montgomery County, Md., 
this case was brought to my attention by Judge Ashley M. Gould, former asso­
ciate justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, when I was 
his secretary, in which capacity I acted until his death in May, 1921. He dis­
cussed with me on several occasions some of the facts of the case, thereby in­
forming me of the circumstances i:;urroundlng t1:1.e matters In which he was 
involved; that he stated that he knew personally that Mrs. Hirons had paid 
Doctor Hubbel for the property in question, as he was present in the Wash­
ington Loan & Trust Co. of Washington, D. C., when the money passed. He 
also told me that afterwards he introduced l\Irs. Hirons to Mr. Arthur Peter 
by letter, asking him to represent her in the case known, I believe, as the 
water bonds case against the town of Glen Echo. I understand that Mr. 
Peter thereafter had this matter placed in the bands of his assistant, Mr. 
Julien Whiting. 

During the discussion of the case I remember distinctly Judge Gould re­
marking that Doctor Hubbel certainly must be of unsound mind to bring such 
a snit against Mrs. Hirons, as there was nothing in the transactions between 
them to warrant it. 

Judge Gould was anxious .. for the case to come up before he left on his vaca­
tion in 1921, as be intended to be a witness for Mrs. Hirons. 

MARGARET KROLL TIBBITTS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of February, A. D. 1926. 

Mr. HARRY KARR, 
Bal.timore, Jf d. 

ALBANY D. G.&UBB, Notary PubUo. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MY DEAR MB. KARR: In reply to your request, it gives me pleasure to respond 
that I will be glad to assist Mrs. McDowell. 

I distinctly remember that Judge Gould was to have been a witness for her, 
and that he stated that he had been present at the time when Mrs. Hyrons 
paid Doctor Hubbell and received the deed for the property, an\l later intro­
duced her by letter to Mr. Arthur Peter, asking him to assist Mrs. Hyrons in 
recovering the water bonds. 

I wrote a letter to judges of the circuit court at Rockville, a f:OPY of which 
you have probably seen, and which explains my knowledge of tlie affair. 

Very truly yours, 
MABGABET K. TIBBITTS 
(Nee MARGARET C. KROLL) 
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Municipal C ourt or the District of C olumbia,

J une 20, 1922.

The H onorable J udges C ircuit C ourt of Montgomery C ounty,

v. R ock ville, Md.

Gentlemen: In re the case of Dr. J ulian B. H ubbell, plaintiff, v. Mrs. Mabel

R awson H yrons, defendant, now before you, I beg to state that this case was

brought to my attention by J udge A shley M. Gould, former associate j ustice

of the S upreme C ourt of the District of C olumbia, when I was his secretary,

in which capacity I acted until his death in May, last year. H e discussed

with me on several occasions some of the facts of the case, thereby informing

me of the circumstances surrounding the matters in which he was involved.

H e stated that he k new, personally, that Mrs. H yrons had paid Doctor

H ubbell for the property in q uestion, as he was present in the W ashington

L oan &  Trust C o. of this city when the money passed. H e also told me that

afterwards he introduced Mrs. H yrons to Mr. A rthur Peter, by letter, ask ing

him to represent her in the case k nown, I believe, as the water bonds case

against the town of Glen E cho. I understand that Mr. Peter thereafter had

this matter placed in the hands of his assistant, Mr. J ulian W hiting.

During the discission of the case, I remember distinctly J udge Gould re-

remark ing that Doctor H ubbell certainly must be of unsound mind to bring

such a suit against Mrs. H yrons, as there was nothing in the transactions

between them to warrant it.

J udge Gould was anx ious for the case to come up before he left on his

vacation last year, as he intended to be a witness for Mrs. H yrons.

If it is necessary for me to give any further information in this case, I

will be glad to be called upon to tell anything within my k nowledge, in order

that Mrs. H yrons' s rights be maintained.

V ery respectfully,

Margaret C . Kroll.

Glen E cho, Md., May lit, 191If.

R eceived of Mrs. Mabelle R . H yrons the sum of ten thousand (10,000) dol-

lars in payment for my deed to her for Glen E cho properties and water bonds.

J . B. H ubbell.

[ C onfidential]

Dear F riend: I don' t k now how to begin, because I do not want to be

misunderstood, and I do not want the Glen E cho people to k now how pressed

I am for means to meet the demands that are one me and are still to come.

I did not pay my tax es to the town last year and had to meet it this year.

The two years together for the town were $ 800, or, to be ex act,- $ 793.30, besides

70 feet of concrete walk  I had to build at a cost of $ 33.25.

Then the S tate and county tax  for this year alone was $ 256. O nly four

houses are, or have been, bringing rent this winter. The rent of the town

hall is also cut off.

There is, besides the tax es, interest and insurance on each of the houses

to k eep up. F or ex ample, yearly insurance on town hall, $ 18;  interest on

town hall, $ 72+ $ 18= $ 90;  in all, $ 108, that has to be paid in cash annually.

This practically represents each of the other houses, ex cept the H erin home

and the W eaver place.

S o I have had to borrow $ 1,000 to meet these bills, and when they are paid

there is nothing to show for it— left only to do the same thing nex t year.

There is no mark et for sale of property now. The Moran place is offered,

and has been for a year, for $ 1,500. The S haw (unfinished) home for $ 600.

N o one will buy.

S o tell me what am I to do?

S pring is the only time one can rent houses in Glen E cho.

I had thought Mr. Many might come out again, but it does not look  so now.

W hen you spok e of going into the city last fall you k now I did not encourage

it, or did not say anything, perhaps, because I did not feel there would be

anyone wanting the house for the winter, and you might as well have it as

to leave it empty and save so much ex pense.
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MUNICIPAL COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
June !O, 19!!. 

The HoNORABLI!: JUDGES Cmcu1T COURT OF MONTGOMERY CouNTY, · 
,_ RockviU.e, Md. 

GENTLEMEN: In re the case of Dr; Julian B. Hubbell, plaintiff, v. Mrs. Mabel 
Rawson Hyrons, defendant, now before you, I beg to state that this case was 
brought to my attention by Judge Ashley M. Gould, former assoclat:e justice 
of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, when I was his secretary, 
in which capacity I acted until his death In May, last year. He discussed 
with me on several occasions some of the facts of the case; thereby informing 
me of the circumstances ·surrounding the matters in which he was involved. 

He stated that . he knew, personally, that Mrs. Hyrons had paid Doctor 
.Hubbell for the property in question, as he was present in the Washington 
Loan & Trust Co. of this clty when the money passed. He also told me that 
afterwards he Introduced Mrs. Hyrons to Mr. Arthur Peter, by letter, asking 
him to represent her in the case known, I believe, as the water bonds case 
against the town of Glen Echo. I understand that Mr. Peter thereafter had 
this matter placed in the hands of his assistant, Mr. Julian Whiting. 

During the disclission of the case, I remember distinctly Judge Gould re­
remarking that Doctor Hubbell certainly must be of unsound mind to bring 
such a suit against Mrs. Hyrons, as there was nothing in the transactions 
between them to warrant it. 

Judge Gould was anxious for the case to come up before he left on his 
vacation last year, as he intended to be a witness for Mrs. Hyrons. 

If it is necessary for me to give any further information in this case, I 
will be glad to be called upon to tell anything within my knowledge, in order 
that Mrs. Hyrons's rights be maintained. 

Very respectfully, 
MARGARET C. KBoLL. 

GLEN ECHO, Mn., May 14, 1914. 
Received of Mrs. Mabelle R. Hyrons the sum of ten thousand (10,000) dol­

lars in payment for my deed to her for Glen Echo properties and water bonds. 
J. B. HUBBELL. 

[Confidential] 

DEAR FRIEND: I don't know how to begin, because I do not want to be 
misunderstood, and I do not want the Glen Echo people to know how pressed 
I am for means to meet the demands that are one me and are still to come. 

I did not pay my taxes to the town last year and had 'to meet it this year. 
The two years together for the town were $800, or, to be exact,- $793.30, besides 
70 feet of concrete walk I had to build at a cost of $33.25. 

Then the State and county tax for this year alone was $256. Only four 
houses are, or have been, bringing rent this . winter. The rent of the town 
hall is also cut otT. . 

There is, besides the taxes, interest and insurance on each of the houses 
to keep up. For example, yearly insurance on town hall, $18; interest on 
town hall, $72+$18=$90; in all, $108, that has to be paid in cash annually. 
This practically represents each of the other houses, except the Herin home 
and the Weaver place. 

So I have had to borrow $1,000 to meet these bills, and when they are paid 
there is nothing to show for it-left only to do the same thing next year. 

There is no market for sale of property now. The Moran place is offered. 
and has been for a year, for $1,500. The Shaw (unfinished) home for $600. 
No one will buy. 

So tell me what am I to do? 
Spring is f)le only time one can rent houses in Glen Echo. 
I had thought Mr. Many might come out again, but Jt does not look so now. 
When you spoke of going into the city last fall you know I did not encourage 

ft, or did not say anythf.n,,, perhaps, because I did not feel there would b~ 
anyone wanting the house for the winter, and you might as well have it a$ 
to leave it empty and save so much expense. 
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But, now, when I think  of your effort for " N ita"  I k now it is coming time

that she should have the regular drill and practice under direction that will

k eep her at it if she succeeds in her ex pectations.

' This she will not get here in Glen E cho (ex cept at great ex pense), and even

then it would not be practical.

W ith this in view (even if no other), should she not be placed where she

could get this preparation for her work ?

I k now that it is not an easy problem to solve, and I will be glad if I can

help, if I k now how.

Please say nothing about my financial pressure— besides the tax es, the inter-

est account I have not figured up— but you can imagine what it is.

Truly and sincerely,

J . B. H .

I trust all will turn out for the best.

Mr. H oudini. I k now Mrs. F letcher is sincere, but anybody can

write on slates, do slate writing. S he says they can not, but I k now

they can do it. I say that no human being possesses mediumistic

powers [ hisses] ;  we are all born alik e.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. C hairman, I think  we ought to have respect

shown to everybody here. The audiences ought not to be permitted

to mak e demonstrations one way or the other while witnesses are

testifying.

Mr. H oudini. E very medium that uses a trumpet to get voices is a

fraud, and every medium who performs similar things, lik e slate

writing, and getting a message which he reads from the slates is a

fraud. I will duplicate any slate test performed by any slate-writing

medium in the world. Y ou have probably heard of the great slate

writer, Keeler. I have an admission from him after I caught him

in L ily Dale;  he admitted it was a fak e, saying: " H oudini, let me

down easy."  H e says, " W e are both in the same business."  I say

no medium can intercommunicate with the dead.

I would lik e to tell Mrs. F letcher that Mr. Bradley' s book  is a fak e.

The details of V alentine' s work ings were ex posed in the S cientific

A merican, and I was on the committee that was instrumental in ex -

posing Mr. V alentine. Mr. V alentine in the investigation threw

himself on the mercy of the committee. I am willing to prove to this

committee those facts. Mr. V alentine has been branded by the

committee of the S cientific A merican as an unscientific liar.

R egarding lost and stolen articles. I am surprised that the police

departments of the other different cities do not engage mediums to

help them to find lost and stolen articles instead of having large

forces of detectives and police to do this work .

It has been said that there are no rich mediums. Tak e the case of

J ohn S later. H e is worth more than a million dollars. I do not

want to go into details, but there are many more. They start off

with 50 cents and go up to any amount.

R egarding Mrs. Benninghofen, I wish to state that Mr. S track ,

or Doctor S track , has maliciously misrepresented. I have here the

affidavits of Mr. Benninghofen and Mrs. Benninghofen that I wish

to put into the record, in which Mrs. Benninghofen states that before

she met me two years ago her mother had ask ed her to give up the

trumpet. A nd, two years after her mother passed away, it preyed

on her mind until she finally gave it up. S he is a minister of your

organization, and I have the certificate of ordination. S he gave up

giving trumpet ex hibitions two years ago. S he is an ordained min-
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FORTUNE TELLING 59 

But, now, when I think of your effort for " Nita " I know it is coming time 
that she should have the regular drill and practice under direction that will 
keep her at it if she succeeds in her expectations. 

·This she will not get here in· Glen Echo (except at great expense), and even 
then it would not be practical. 

With this in view ( e'l'en if no other), should she not be placed where she 
could get this preparation for her work? 

I know that it is not an easy problem to solve, and I will be glad if I can 
help, if I know how. 

Please say nothing about my financial pressure--besldes the taxes, the inter­
est account I have not figured up-but you ean imagine what it ls. 

Truly and sincerely, 
J.B. H. 

I trust all will turn out for the best. 

Mr. HouDINI. I know Mrs. Fletcher is sincere, but anybody can 
write on slates, do slate writing. She says they can not, but I know 
they can do it. I say that no human being possesses mediumistic 
powers [hisses]; we are all born alike. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Chairman, I think we ought to have respect 
shown to everybody here. The audiences ought not to be permitted 
to make demonstrations one way or the other while witnesses are 
testifying. 

Mr. HouDINI. Every medium that uses a trumpet to get voices is a 
fraud, and every medium who performs similar thin!!S, like slate 
writing, and getting a message which he reads from the slates is a 
fraud. I will duplicate any slate test performed by any slate-writing 
medium in the world. You have probably heard of the great slate 
writer, Keeler. I have an admission from him after I caught him 
in Lily Dale; he admitted it was a fake, saying: "Houdini, let me 
down easy." He says, "We are both in the same business." I say 
no medium can intercommunicate with the dead. 

I would like to tell Mrs. Fletcher that Mr. Bradley's book is a fake. 
The details of Valentine's workings were exposed in the Scie .. 1tific 
American, and I was on the committee that was instrumental in ex­
posing Mr. Valentine. Mr. Valentine in the investigation threw 
himself on the mercy of the committee. I am willing to prove to this 
committee those facts. Mr. Valentine has been branded by the 
co1L.mittee of the Scientific American as an unscientific liar. 

Regarding lost and stolen articles. I am surprised that the police 
departments of the other different cities do not engage mediums to 
help them to find lost and stolen articles instead of having large 
forces of detectives and police to do this work. 

It has been said that there are no rich mediums. Take the case of 
John Slater. He is worth more than a million dollars. I do not 
want to go into details, but there are many more. They start off 
with 50 cents and go up to any amount. 

Regarding Mrs. Benninghofen, I wish to state that Mr. Strack, 
or Doctor Strack, has maliciously misrepresented. I have here the 
affidavits of Mr. Benninghofen and Mrs. Benninghofen that I wish 
to put into the record, in which Mrs. Benninghofen states that before 
she met me two years ago her mother had asked her to give up the 
trumpet. And, two years after her mother passed away, it preyed 
on her mind until she finally gave it up. She is a minister of your 
oi-ganization, and I have the certificate of ordination. She gave up 
giving trumpet exhibitions two years ago. She is an ordained min-
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ister of your association. I wish to state that while it is true that

in their constitution and by-laws they stipulate these things that

were spok en of, it is lik e everything else of that k ind— they put the

bars down.

(The affidavits of Mr. and Mrs. Benninghofen are as follows:)

W hen I was first elected to the S tate office of the second vice president of

the Indiana S tate A ssociation of S piritualists, I had several talk s with Mr.

E ndor and Mr. J ohn S later. S later and myself rode in adj oining seats from

Kok oma, Ind., to A nderson, Ind., and we talk ed all the way together. H e

went on to R ichmond, and from there took  a train to the E ast, to L ily

Dale, N . Y .

Mr. E ndor work s out in the audience;  in fact, he is an all-around handy

man and waits on J ohn S later. In reality he gets the information and gives

it to S later.

I said to Mr. E ndor, " Y ou have it pretty well fix ed " ;  to which he replied,

" Y es, sir;  I have them all fix ed;  if it was not for me S later would not be

able to give them the information, and you k now that as well as I do."  H e

told me this several times, and I told him I k new it was all a trick .

A s mentioned above, J ohn S later and myself were sitting in adj oining seats;

and he told me he was bound for L ily Dale, going by the way of A nderson,

on the Pennsylvania R ailroad. I got off at A nderson, Ind., which is my home.

H owever, while on the train S later talk ed to me all the time, and he said

he was from C alifornia;  he ask ed me a great many q uestions. I said to him,

" W ell, you are pretty good " ;  to which he replied, " Y es;  I have the best trick

of them all. I would not work  in the C hesterfield camp, because they are all

independents, and I belong to the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation the same

as Mrs. Benninghofen."

My terms of office are as follows: 1919 and 1920, second vice president, at

Kok oma. Ind.;  1920 and 1921, first vice president, at Indianapolis, Ind.;  1921

and 1922. president, at N ew C astle, Ind.

S later at no time tried to tell me he had invok ed the spirits and said it was

all trick ery.

It was the happiest moment of my life when Mrs. Benninghofen q uit the

trumpet seances, which I believe was the first S unday in S eptember, 1924.

E rnest Benninghofer.

S tate of Illinois,

C ounty of C ook , C ity of C hicago, sg:

Before me, a notary public in and for said countv. personally appears

E rnest Benninghofer, who tak es oath that the above is true to his k nowl-

edge and belief.

S worn to before me this 12th day of A pril, 1926.

[ seal.]  Maude L  Bonson, N otary Public.

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn, wish to state, of my own free will

and accord, and that long before I ever heard of H oudini I had reformed and

stopped doing my trumpet seances.

The actual facts of my having reformed were: My mother for years

ask ed me to stop. Knowing I could mystify, I declined to do so. as the work

held a tenseness for me. The shrewdest people in the country came to

me for readings— bank ers, lawyers, j udges, chiefs of police;  in fact the highest

type of people believe me genuine.

Knowing my work  to be trick ery, my dear mother on her deathbed begged

me to give up the work . A fter she had passed away it preyed on my mind so

that for more than two years I did not have any peace until one night I

said, "  This is my last seance."

W hen I heard of the work  that H oudini was doing I came to C hicago of my

own free will and accord without any thought of compensation or offer

being made to compensate me in any way. I am simply trying to mak e

amends and will do so all the rest of my life, despite the fact that I have

been threatened time and time again that my life would be in danger if I did

not stop;  nevertheless I shall k eep on mak ing amends.

I started in think ing the work  I was doing was true, and as I had been

tested under test conditions by the searchers and the heads of the spiritualists'

organizations and easily mystified them I was to all intents genuine
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' 
ister of your association. I wish to state that while it is true that 
in their constitution and by-laws they stipulate these things that 
were spoken of, it is like everything else of that kind~they put the 
bars down. 

(The affidavits of Mr. and Mrs. Benninghofen are as follows:) 
When I was first elected to the State office of the second vice president o~ 

the Indiana State Association of Spiritualists, I had several talks with Mr. 
Endor and Mr. John Slater. Slater and myself rode in adjoining seats from 
Kokorua, Ind., to Anderson, Ind., and we talked all the way together. He 
went on to Richmond, and from there took a train to the East, to Lily 
Dale, N. Y. . 

Mr. Endor works out in the audience; In fact, he is an all-around handy 
man and waits on John Slater. In reality he gets the information and gives 
it to Slater. 

I said to Mr. Endor, "You have it pretty well fixed"; to which he replied. 
"Yes, sir; I have them all fixed; if it was not for me Slater would not be 
able to give them the information, and you know that as well as I do." He 
told me this several times, and I told him I knew it was all a trick. 

As mentioned above, John Slater and myself were sitting in adjoining seats ; 
and he told me he was bound for Lily Dale, going by the way of Anderson, 
on the Pennsylvania Railroad. I got off at Anderson, Ind., which is my home. 

However, while on the train Slater talked to me all the time. and he said 
he was from California; he asked me a great many questions. I said to him, 
"Well, you are pretty good"; to which he replied, ·•Yes; I have the best trick 
of them all. I would not work in the Chesterfield camp, because they are all 
independents, and I belong to the National Spiritualists' Association the same 
as Mrs. Benninghofen." 

My terms of offiee are as follows: 1919 and 1920, seeond vice president, at 
Kokoma, Ind. ; 1920 and 1921, first vice president, at Indianapolis, Ind. ; 1921 
ancl 1922, president, at· New Castle, Ind. . 

Slater at no time tried to tell me he had invoked the spirits and said it was 
.an trickery. 

It was the happiest moment of my life when Mrs. Benninghofen quit the 
trumpet seances, which I believe was the first Sunday in September, 1924. 

ERNEST BENNINGHOFER. 
STATE OF ILLINOIB, 

County of Oook, City of Chicago, s~: 
Before me, a notary publ!c in and for said C'ounty,' personally appears 

Ernest Benninghofer, who· takes oath that the above is true to his knowl-
edge and belief. . 

Sworn to before me this 12th day of April, 1926. 
[SEAL.] MAUDE L. BONSON, Notary Public. 

I, the undersigned, being duly sworn, wish to state, of my own free will 
and accord. and that long before I ever heard of Houdini I had reformed and 
stopped doing my trumpet seances. 

The actual facts of my having reformed were: My mother for yenrs 
asked me to stop. · Knowing I could mystify, I deC'lined to do so, as the work 
held a tenseness for me. The shrewdest people in the country came to 
me for readings--bankers, lawyers, judges, C'hiefs of police; in fact the highest 
type of people believe me genuine. 

Knowing my work to be trickery, my dear mother on her deathbed begged. 
me to give up the work. After she had passed away it preyed on my mind, so 
that for more than two yeal's I did not have any peace until one night I 
said, " This is my last seance." · 

When I heard of the work that Houdini was doing I came to Chicago of my 
own free will and accord · without any thought of compensation or offer 
being made to compensate me in any way. I am simply trying to make 
amends and will do so all the rest of my life, despite the fact that I have 
been · tbreatei;ied time and time again that my life would be in danger if 1 did 
not stdp ; nevertheless I shall keep on making amends. . 

I started in thin.king the work I was doing was true, and as I had ·been 
tested under test conditions by the searchers and the heads of the spiritualists' 
organizations and easily mystified them I was to all intents genuine. 
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It Is also true that I taught Mrs. C ecil C ook  all the trick s I k new;  in fact

twenty some odd years ago I sold her my flat on the north side when I resided

in C hicago and she took  over my clients. I am not proud of this;  it is hard

to humiliate myself, but better the world k now the truth.

I think  H oudini is one of the great men of our time, and I mak e this

announcement everywhere I go. I want all upright living people to k now I am

honest and that everything I can do to help wipe the slate of my past I will

willing do so.

It has been stated that I have developed and produced at one seance three

or four voices;  that is easily accomplished by a manipulation of the horn,

placing it to and from the mouth, and at almost every circle someone there

will help, doing it in place of the silent work er who may have been prepared

for the occasion. It has been the case that although I do not speak  any lan-

guage ex cept E nglish, but by simply imitating the F rench or German languages,

I convinced the faithful they had received messages.

In one instance I had a two-hour seance with a F rench lady who could not

speak  E nglish and she went away delighted. •

It is eq ually true that I have given dark  seances and several times I have

been given statements that the trumpet moved around in the light which was

not the case;  it is j ust a circumstance of the happening.

It was not my custom to k eep a blue book  regarding information of the

people who came to me for seances, but I have handled blue book s and k now

positively that they do ex ist, as I have memorized information therefrom.

If there is anything I can do to mak e up for the past (as I was never so

happy as the d^ ay I stopped being a trumpet medium) I will gladly do it.

A N ' N IE  M. Benninghofen.

S tate of Illinois,

C ounty of C ook , city of C hicago, ss:

Before me. a notary public in and for said county, personally appeared Mrs.

A nna C lark  Benninghofen, who tak es oath that the above is true to her

k nowledge and belief.

S worn to before me this 17th day of A pril. li)2G.

Maude L . Bonsox , N otary Public.

My Dear Mb. H oudini: I herewith give you the trumpet that I used in my

seances. It is the same one that I would use in the churches and place on

the altar, and through which I would force my voice and cause the believers

to think  it was the voice of their beloved dead speak ing to them.

I was capable of sitting at least six  feet from the open mouth of the trumpet,

which is the large end, and causing voices to be heard. I present this trumpet

to you, as I have no further use for same and will also send you my certificate

of ordination given to me by the N ational S piritualist A ssociation.

Y ou may not k now it, but I am called ' "  the mother medium,"  having been

so many years a trumpet medium, and your q uestion made me smile the other

night when you ask ed me in front of the audience if I would refute my con-

fession or recant, as is supposed to have been done by the F ox  sisters.

A s I told you and I tell you now, that if I stuck  to spiritualism, k nowing it

was a fraud, I certainly will stick  to the truth now. R ecantation is im-

possible, inasmuch as I do want to clean up the slate and regret having taught

the trick s to the other mediums.

I will come any time or place to your assistance to help you, as I now see the

great good that is being done. Y ou k now when I reformed I had no intentions

of going before the public and showing the trick s were done;  it was my

desire to retire in private life, but when I saw the effect it had on the public

I did think  it advisable to show them j ust ex actly how I did my work .

Y ou have ask ed me repeatedly if I was ever ex posed or detected in my

work ;  no, not to my k nowledge and if anyone ever did suspect me they never

told me so, and I have had hundreds of intelligent and intellectual men and

women positively recognize my voice as the voice of their beloved dead. I

have told my believers things that they k new I could not have k nown, which

was j ust deduction and guess work , but you never hear of the many things

I told my clients that never did happen. Many strange things did come true

and out of the hundreds of things that I surmised, deduced, or heard which

gave me leads I can truthfully say now it was j ust chance.

A nna C lark  Benninghofen.
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It ts also true that I taught Mrs. Cecil Cook all the tricks I knew; in fact 
twenty some odd years ago I sold her my fiat on the north side when l resided 
in Chicago and she took over my clients. I am not proud of this ; it ls hard 
to humlllate myself, but better the world know the truth. 

I think Houdini ls one of the great men of our time, and I make this 
announcement everywhere I go. I want all upright living people to know I am 
honest and that everything I can do to help wipe the slate of my past I will 
willing do so. 

It has been stated that I have developed and produced at one seance three 
or four voices; that is easily accomplished by a manipulation of the hom, 
placing it to and from the mouth, and at almost every circle someone there 
will help, doing it in place of the silent worker who may have been prepared 
for the occasion. It bas been the case that although I do not speak any lan­
guage except English. but by simply imitating the French or German langµages, 
I convinced the faithful they had received messages. 

In one instanee I had a two-hour seance with a French lady who could not 
speak English and she went away· delighted. • 

It is equally true that I have given dark seances and several times I have 
been given statements that the trumpet moved around in the light which was 
not the case; it is just a circumstaqce of the happening. 

It was not my custom to keep tl blue book regarding information of the 
people who came to me for seances, but I . have handled blue books and knpw 
positively that they do exist, as I have ·memori~d infOl!mation therefrom. 

If there is anything I can do to make up for the past (as I was never so 
happy as the dJiY I stopped being a trumpet megium) I wUl gladly do it. 

ANNIE ;M. BENNINGHOFEN. 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

Cou11.ty o-f Cook, city of Chicago, 88: 

Before me, a notar:y public in and for said county, personally app~ared Mrs. 
Anna Clark Benningbofen, who takes oath that the above is tl'Ue to· her 
knowledge and belief. . . . 

Sworn to before me this 17th day of April. 1926. 
, MAUDE L. BoNsos, Notary Public. 

MY DEAR Ma. Hounun: I herewith give you the trumpet that I used in· my 
seances. It is the same one that I would use in the churches and place on 
the altar, and through which I would force my voice and cause the believers 
to think it was the voice of their beloved dead speaking to them. · 

I was capable of sitting at least six feet from :the open mouth of the trumpet, 
which is the large end, and causing voices to be heard. I present this trumpet 
to you, as I have no further use for same and will also send you my c~rtiftcate 
of ordination given to me by the National Splrltualist Association. · 

You may not know it, but I am called "the mother medium," having ooen· 
so many years a trumpet medium, and ;\"our question made me smile the other 
night when you asked me in front of the andlence if I would refute my ron­
fession or recant. as is supposed to have been done by the Fox sisters. 

As I told you and I tell you now, that if I 8t:Uck to spiritualism, knowing it 
was a fraud, I certainly will stick to the truth· now. Recantation ts im­
possible, inasmuch as I do want to· clean up the slate and regret having taught 
the tricks to the other mediums. 

I will come any time or place to your assistance to help you, as I· now see the 
great good that is being done. You know· when I reformed I had no intentions 
of going before the public and showing the tricks were done; it was my 
desire to retire in private life, but when I eaw the effect it had on the public 
I did think it ad,·isable to show them just exactly bow I did my work. 

You have asked me repeatedly if I was e•er exposed or detected in my 
work; no, not to my knowledge and if anyone ever did suspect me they never 
told me so, and I have had hundreds of intelligent and intellectual men and 
women positively recognize my voice as the voice of their beloved dead. I 
have told my believers things that they knew I could not have known, which 
was just deduction and guess work, but you never hear of the many things 
I told my clients that never did happen. Hany strange things did come true 
and out of the hundreds of things that I surmised, deduced, Ol' heard which 
gave me leads I can truthfully MY now it .was just chance .. 

. ANNA CLARK Bl!!NNINGHOFEN. 
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S tate of Illinois,

C ounty of C ook , city of C hicago, ss:

Before me, a notary public in and for said county, personally appeared Mrs.

A nna C lark  Benninghofeu, who tak es oath that the above is true to her

k nowledge and belief.

S worn to before me this 27th day of A pril, 1926.

[ seal.]  Maude L . Bonson, N otary Public.

Mr. H oudini. I wish to state that they do sell charms. I bought

these here in W ashington through my investigator [ placing a bundle

of envelopes on the table] . Mr. C hairman and gentlemen of the

committee, Doctor S track  is not telling you the truth, and he k nows

he is not telling the truth on this

Mr. H ammer. That is improper language for you to use.

Mr. S track . I want to ask  Mr. H oudini where he bought these.

There are only five mediums in this city affiliated with our asso-

ciation.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou called me an atheist, and that I did not believe

in

Mr. S track . Y ou said yesterday you had no religion.

Mr. H oudini. That is not true. A nd mediums do tak e money.

Mr. S track . Y ou can not prove it •

Mr. H oudini (interposing). I have a statement here, a sworn

statement here from one of my investigators, showing where your

wife took  my money, took  my money, took  it from one of my investi-

gators. I wish to incorporate that into the record.

(The statement referred to above is as follows:)

W ashington, D. C , J anuary 7, 1926.

S track , Mrs. Ida N ., N . S . A ., 600 Pennsylvania A venue S E .

6.45— 7.00 p. m.— This is a red-brick  house located on the corner. Upon ring-

ing the basement bell some woman answered and then called Mrs. S track , who

stated that she had a meeting that evening but would have time to give me a

reading. S he ask ed me to walk  up stairs, and opened the door for me;  ask ed

me to wait in a sitting room, which was furnished with a number of wall book -

cases. A n ordination from the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation was framed

and stood at the mantlepiece. It was to the effect that the ordination of Mrs.

Ida S track  was in force since 1915, but a new paper had been granted her

recently.

O il paintings of the F ox  sisters hung on the wall;  also a portrait of Myler,

who donated that property to the association.

Mrs. S track  came in, sat down opposite me, and closed her eyes, put her hand

to her head, and began by saying: " Y ou are worried about some one who is

away."  I said, " Y es;  my husband."  S he continued: "  H e is with his people

somewhere in Pennsylvania or O hio, and with another woman;  I get that very

plainly. But he won' t come back ;  he has gone for good."

A sk ed about my sister. S he informed me, " Y our sister died in childbirth;

I see that very plainly. The child is with her. Y our husband has been gone

about three months, hasn' t he?  H e is sick  at the present time."  I ask ed how-

did she k now that, and she replied, " They show that to me."  I ask ed, " W ho

does? "  S he stated, " W hy. the spirits;  they are right here. Y ou have seven

spirits around you now. I can count them. They are all very happy and do

not want you to worry. Y ou had a little girl that died from some condition of

the throat."  I said, " Y es;  diphtheria."  " Y es;  that is what I get,"  and she

says, " S he is much happier than on earth;  she would not come back  now for

anything. S he hopes that you understand. They tell me that if you would

sit in the silence they would come through to you. They do not want you to

worry."

S tated that she is conducting a meeting at her home this evening, but on

S unday they hold church services in some hall.

S he is a woman about 45 years of age;  stout;  blond;  pleasant face.

Mark ed the ordination in the back  with a crayon pencil;  also door.

Paid her dollar bill with serial number T5957931B upon being advised that

was her fee.
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62 
STATE 011' ILLiNOIS, 

County of Cook, cf.ty of Chicago, s11: 
:Before ine, a notary public in and for said connty, personally appeared Mrs. 

Anna Clark :Benningbofen, who takes oath that the above is true to her 
knowledge and belief. 

Sworn to before me this 27th day of April, 1926. 
[SEAL.] MAUDE L. :BONSON, Notary Public. 

Mr. HoumNI. I wish to state that they do sell charms. I bought 
these here in Washington through my investigator [placing a bundle 
of envelopes on the table]. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
committee, Doctor Strack is not telling you the truth, and he knows 
he is not telling the truth on this--

Mr. HAMMER. That is improper langua~e for you to use. 
Mr. STVACK. I want to ask Mr. Houdmi where he bought these. 

There are only five mediums in this city affiliated with our asso­
ciation. 

Mr. HouDINI. You called me an atheist, and that I did not believe 
in--

Mr. STRACK. You said yesterday you had no religion. 
Mr. HOUDINI. That is not true. And mediums do take money. 
Mr. STRACK. You can not prove it--
Mr. HOUDINI (interposing). I have a statement here, a sworn 

statement here from one of my investigators, showing where your 
wife took my money, took my money, took it from one of my investi­
gators. I wish to incorporate that into the record. 

(The statement referred to above is as follows:) 
w ASHINGTON, D. c., January 7, 1926. 

Strack, Mrs. Ida N., N. S. A., 600 Pennsylvania Avenue SE. 
6.45-7.00 p. m.-Tbls is a red-brick house located on the corner. . Upon ring­

ing the basement bell some woman answered and \:hen called l\lrs. Strack, who 
stated that she bad a meeting that evening but would have time to give me a 
reading. She asked me to walk up stairs, and opened the door for me ; asked 
me to wait in a sitting room, which was furnished with a number of wall book­
cases. An ordination from the National Spirituullsts' Association was framed 
and stood at the mantlepiece. It. was to the effect that the ordination of Mrs. 
Ida Strack was in force since 1915, but a new pai>er had been granted her 
recently. 

Oil paintings of the Fox sisters hung on the wall ; also a portrait of Myler, 
who donated that property to the association. 

Mrs. Strack came in, sat down opposite me, and closed her eyes, put her hand 
to her head, and began by saying: "You are worried about some one who is 
away." I said, "Yes; my husband." She continued: " He is with his people 
somewhere in Pennsylvania or Ohio, and with another woman ; I get that very 
plainly. But he won't come back; he has gone for good." 

Asked about my sister. She informed me, "Your sister died in childbirth; 
I see that very plainly. The child is with her. Your husband has been gone 
about three months, hasn't he? He is sick at the present time." I asked how 
did she know that, a.nd she replied, "They show that to me." I asked, "Who 
does?" She stated, "Why, the spirits; they are right here. You have seven 
spirits around you now. I can count them. They are all very happy and do 
not want you to worry. You had a little girl that died from some condition of 
the throat." I said, "Yes; diphtheria." "Yes; that is what I get," and she 
says, " She is much happier than on earth ; she would not come back now for 
anything. She hopes that you understand. They tell me that if you would 
sit in the silence they would come through to you. They do not want you to 
worry." 

Stated that she is conducting a meeting at her home this evening, but on 
Sunday they hold church services in some hall. 

She is a woman about 45 years of age ; stout ; blond ; pleasant face. 
Marked the ordination in the back with a crayon pencll ; also door. 
Paid her dollar bill with serial number T5957931B upon being advised that 

was her fee. 
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W ashington, D. C , F riday, J anuary 8, 1926.

S track , N ational S piritualist A ssociation, Unity S piritualist C hurch, 600

Pennsylvania A venue, S E .

A s per instructions, accompanied by Mrs R egney, of 1301 Massachusetts

A venue N W ., A partment 512, called at the above address at about 11.45 a. m.

and was informed by Mr. S track  that Mrs. S track  was down town, shopping

with one of her daughters, and he ex pected her back  shortly and ask ed us to

wait. A fter waiting about ten minutes one of the girls, who is about 15 years

of age, came in with a number of bundles and, upon being ask ed by Mr.

S track  where her mother was, stated that she had several readings for 2

p. m. and would not return before that time.

W e left at that time, stating we would be in touch with her again.

A t about 1.10 p. m. I phoned through to Mr. S track  and he informed me

that his wife was ex pected home at about 2.15 p. m., so I again communi-

cated with Mrs. R egney and we proceeded here and were admitted by Mr.

S track . W hile waiting, the phone rang and he answered it;  he returned about

five minutes later and stated he had j ust spok en to Mrs. S track ;  that she had

gone to a hospital with a friend of hers and would not return until about

4 p. m.

H owever, we spok e about spiritualism in general for about 10 minutes, and

he informed us that they were the headq uarters for the United S tates;  that

the property had been left to them by one of their trustees, G. L . Myler. In

order to enter the N . S . A . one must be in the work  for two years;  must pass

a test before the directors. Must stand a moral investigation.

That they have a wonderful place in L ily Dale where all the spiritualists

meet during the summer months. H anded us two copies of the by-laws of

the association;  also a pamphlet of L ily Dale.

S track  is described as being about 50 years of age, blond hair tinged with

gray;  rather stout;  good talk er.

H e said he had been in this work  since he was in his teens;  that he is not

a medium, but j ust does the inspirational lectures.

W e left here at about 2 p. m.

R ose Mack enberg.

S tate of N ew Y ork ,

C ounty of N ew Y ork , city of N ew Y ork , ss:

Before me, a notary public in and for said county, personally appeared R ose

Mack enberg, who tak es oath that the above is true to her k nowledge and

belief.

S worn to before me this 12th day of J anuary, 1926.

[ seal.]  W illiam A tk ins,

N otary Public, N ew Y ork  C ounty.

Mr. H otj dini. N ow, again 1 say, Mr. C hairman, I am not fighting

religion. W hat I am aiming to do is to fight fraud and fraudulent

practices.

I have no q uarrel with those who believe in that k ind of phe-

nomena;  but, Mr. C hairman, a lot of the people believe that the

world is flat. H owever, that does not mak e it flat.

I can go to the insane asylum and see lots of people who see forms

and hear voices. But that does not mean that those forms actually

ex ist or that they actually hear them.

I am spok esman for a fund of $ 50,000 for proof of those phe-

nomena. The J ournal of A bnormal Psychology selected professors

of H arvard University and chose me to be on the committee. Do you

think  those men were fools when they selected me on that committee?

They did not select me for any intellectual attainments. They k now

that if in a seance any ectoplasm appears that I will grab it and have

it analyzed.

It is not unusual for mediums to fool people. S ir W illiam C rook s

was fooled by a little blonde medium, and R obert Dale O wen went to

the insane asylum as the result of their advice. I have here a book
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WASHINGTON, D. O.; Frida11, Jantlar11 8, 19!6. 
Strack, Nattooal Spiritualist Association, Unity Spiritualist Church, 600 

Pennsylvania Avenue, SE. 
As per instructions, accompanied by Mrs Regney, pf 1301 Massachusetts 

.A.venue NW., Apartment 512, called at the above address at about 11.45 a. m. 
and was informed by Mr. Strack that Mrs. Strack was down town, shopping 
with one of her daughters, and he expected her back shortly and asked us to 
wait. After waiting about ten minutes one of the girls, who is about 15 years 
of age, came in with a number of bundles and, upon beiug asked by Mr. 
Strack where her mother was, stated that she had several readings for 2 
p. m. and would not return before that time. 

We left at that time, stating we would be in touch with her again. 
At about 1.10 p. m. I phoned through to Mr. Strack and he informed me 

that his wife was expected home at about 2.15 p. m., so I again communi­
cated with Mrs. Regney and we proceeded here and were admitted by Mr. 
Strack. While waiting, the phone rang and he answered it ; he returned about 
ftve minutes later and stated he had just spoken to Mrs. Strack; that she had 
gone to a hospital with a friend of hers and would not return until about 
4 p. m. 

However, we spoke about spiritualism in general for about 10 minutes, and 
he informed us that they were the headquarters for the United States; that 
the property had been left to them by one of their trustees, C. L. Myler. In 
order to enter the N. S. A. one must be in the work for two years; must pass 
a test before the directors. Must stand a moral investigation. 

That they have a wonderful place in Lily Dale where all the spiritualists 
meet during the summer months. Handed us two copies of the by-laws of 
the association ; also a pamphlet of Uly Dale. ' 

Strack is described as being about 50 years of age, blond hair tinged with 
gray ; rather stout; good talker. 

He said he had been in this work since he was in his teens; that he is not 
a medium, but just does the inspirational lectures. 

We left here at about 2 p. m. 
ROSE HACKENBERG. 

STATE OF NEW YOBK, 
County of New York, city of New York, 88: 

Before me, a notary public in and for said county, personally appeared Rose 
Mackenberg, who takes oath that the above is true to her knowledge and 
belief. 

Sworn to before me this 12th day of January, 1926. 
[SE.AL.) WILLIAM ATKINS, 

Notary Public, New York County. 

Mr. HoumNr. Now, again I say, Mr. ·chairman, I am not fighting 
religion. What I am aiming to do is to fight fraud and fraudulent 
practices. 

I have no quarrel with those who believe in that kind of phe­
nomena; but, Mr. Chairman, a lot of the people believe that the 
world is Bat. However, that does not make it flat. . 

I can go to the insane asylum and see lots of people who see forms 
and hear voices. But that does not mean that those forms actually 
exist or that they actually hear them. 

I am spokesman for a fund of $50,000 for proof of those phe­
nomena. The Journal of Abnormal Psychology selected professors 
of Harvard University and chose me to be on the committee. Do you 
think those men were fools when they selected me on that committee? 
They did not select me for any intellectual attainments. They know 
that if in a seance any ectoplasm appears that I will grab it and have 
it analyzed. 

It is not unusual for mediums to fool people. Sir William Crooks 
was fooled by a little blonde medium, and Robert Dale Owen went to 
the insane asylum as the result of their advice. I have here a book 

104123--26---5 
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filled with crimes by mediums. I wish it to be placed with the

record and filed with the committee. But, Mr. C hairman, I am not

against the religion.

Mr. R athbone. I mak e the point of order that the H ouse has

called a session.

The C hairman. A  point of order has been raised.

Mr. H ammer. W hen can we have another meeting?

The C hairman. A  point of order has been raised. Do you insist

upon your point of order?

Mr. R athbone. I think  if it is important to have another hearing

that we ought to have another hearing to give the rest of the wit-

nesses a chance to testify, but I do not think  with this most im-

portant farm legislation under consideration we have a right to

violate the rules of the H ouse.

The C hairman. It has been suggested to have a meeting to-night.

Mr. H ammer. I move that we meet to-night at 8 o' clock  and that

we eq ualize the time and agree upon it. A nd that we let Madam

Garcia be heard.

Mr. H oudini. I have come here all the way from C hicago, and I

have brought my staff from C hicago. I am under enormous ex pense

in coming here, but that is all right. I have been offered engage-

ments but I have positively refused them. I am sincere in my belief

that this is the psychological time for a bill to be put through. If I

am endowed in any way with ability to detect the practices of

fraudulent mediums, I believe I ought to do my duty as a citizen of

the United S tates of A merica.

The C hairman. The committee will stand adj ourned until 8

o' clock  to-night, to meet in the caucus room.

(The balance of the papers and envelopes submitted by Mr.

H oudini are hereto attached.)

(Thereupon, at 12 o' clock  m., the committee adj ourned to meet at

8 o' clock  p. m. of the same day.)

evening session

The subcommittee met at 8 o' clock  p. m., H on. C larence J . McL eod

(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding.

Mr. McL eod. The committee will now consider H . R . 8989, which

amends chapter 5 of the C ode of L aws of the District of C olumbia,

as amended to J une 7, 1924, relating to offenses against public policy.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you concluded your case for the proponents?

S TA TE ME N T O F  H A R R Y  H O UDIN I— R esumed

Mr. H oudini. N o;  with permission, I have further evidence to

submit.

Mr. R athbone. H ow many more witnesses have you got?

Mr. H oudini. W ell, I have some very important rebuttal evidence,

if I may be permitted to show it, when they get through.

Mr. R athbone. F or myself, I think  we ought to follow the general

rule of the introduction of evidence, and that is that it is not fair

to hold back  your testimony, which would ordinarily form part of

your original case, for rebuttal. I think  you ought to put in your

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

64 FORTUNE TELLING 

filled with crimes by mediums. I wish it to be placed with the 
record and filed with the committee. But, Mr. Chairman, I am not 
against the religion. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I make the point of order that the House has 
called a session. 

The CHAIRMAN. A point of order has been raised. 
Mr. HAMMER. When can we have another meetinl?~ 
The CHAIRMA~. A point of order has been raised. Do you insist 

upon your point of order~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. I think if it is important to have another hearing 

that we ought to have another hearing to give the rest of the wit­
nesses a chance to testify, but I do not think with this most im­
portant farm legislation under consideration we have a right to 
violate the rules of the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been suggested to have a meeting to-night. 
Mr. HAMMER. I move that we meet to-night at 8 o'clock and that 

we equalize the time and agree upon it. And that we let Madam 
Garcia be heard. 

Mr. HOUDINI. I have come here all the way from Chicago, and I 
have brought my staff from Chicago. I am under enormous expense 
in coming here, but that is all right. I have been offered engage­
ments but I have positively refused them. I am sincere in my belief 
that this is the psychological time for a bill to be put through. If I 
am endowed in any way with ability to detect the practices of 
fraudulent mediums, I believe I ought to do my duty as a citizen of 
the United States of America. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will stand adjourned until 8 
o'clock to-night, to meet in the caucus room. 

(The balance of the papers and envelopes submitted by Mr. 
Houdini are hereto attached.) 

(Thereupon, at 12 o'clock m., the committee adjourned to meet at 
8 o'clock p. m. of the same day.) 

EVENING SESSION 

The subcommittee met at 8 o'clock p. m., Hon. Clarence J. McLeod 
(chairman of the subcommittee) :presiding. 

Mr. McLEOD. The committee will now consider H. R. 8989, which 
amends chapter 5 of the Code of Laws of the District of Qolumbia, 
as amended to June 7, 1924, relating to offenses against public policy. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Have you concluded your case for the proponents? 

STATEMENT OF HARRY HOUDINI-Resumed 

Mr. HoumNr. No; with permission, I have further evide!lce to 
submit. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. How many more witnesses have you got~ 
Mr. HoumNI. vVell, I have some very important. rebuttal evidence,. 

if I may be permitted to show itl when they get thrcugh. 
Mr. RATHBONE. For myself, I think we ought to follow the general 

rule of the introduction of evidence, and that is that it is .not fair 
to hold back your testimony, which would ordinarily form part of 
your original case, for rebuttal. I think you ought to put m your 
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whole case, to begin with, and then introduce rebuttal testimony

simply for the purpose of replying to any matter that the other side

brings up. S o, if you have any other witnesses bearing upon the

subj ect, I think  you ought to bring them forward now.

Mr. H ouston. In other words, Mr. H oudini, you will not be

allowed to put in any new matter in rebuttal. S o if you have any

other new matter which you desire to produce, you better do it now.

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman, ladies, and gentlemen, I have here,

without reading, a letter from the W ashington F ederation of

C hurches, which I will hand to the stenographer for insertion in

the record, if I can find it.

Mr. H ouston. W hy wait until you find it?  W hen you do find

it you can- turn it over to the committee and the committee will pass

upon it and determine whether they want to insert it in the record.

That method will save time.

Mr. H oudini. The W ashington F ederation of C hurches are in

favor of the bill. May I read the letter?

Mr. McL eod. Y ou may read it.

Mr. H oudini (reading):

The W ashington F ederation of C hurches,

W ashington, D. C , J anuary 22, 1926.

Mr. H arry H oudini,

Belasco Theater, W ashington, D. C .

My Dear Mr. H oudini: O n behalf of the ministers of W ashington, let me

thank  you for your courtesy in addressing them on Tuesday afternoon of this

week . The attendance was over 200 men and women, which was evidence of

the interest which our invitation had aroused. Y our presentation of the q ues-

tion was such as to mak e a strong appeal to all who were present.

O ur city has had too large a number of frauds for its own good, physical and

financial, to say nothing of spiritual. I believe that your presence and ex posure

of the matter will enable us to secure such a law as the C apital of the N ation

should have.

Please accept my personal gratitude for your k indness, and be assured tfiat

W ashington pastors will not soon forget the impression which you brought to

them so forcefully and helpfully.

V ery truly yours,

W . L . Darby, E x ecutive S ecretary.

I also wish to place in the record a report of the medium with

whom Madame Marcia was connected 20 years ago. I do not want

to read this. It is all about Mrs. May Piper V anderbilt, such a

character that I would rather commend it to you to read.

Mr. McL eod. W hat does it pertain to?

Mr. H oudini. It says that the association with whom Mrs. Marcia

work ed with at that time in her mediumship days

Mr. McL eod. W hat would that have to do with this bill?

Mr. H oudini. It would show the people who are using the law of

this town that the chief of police— the law states it distinctly and I

have it over there

Mr. R athbone. I am not concerned with the present law, ex cept

' that it has a bearing upon this proposed bill, and I think  the purpose

of this is to go into the character of the people. I do not think  that

has anything to do with our inq uiry. I do not think  this committee

can tak e the time to go into people' s personal record or character.

Mr. McL eod. Mrs. Marcia is j ust one medium here in the District

of C olumbia?

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  but I want you to road it.
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whole case, to begin with, and then introduce rebuttal testimony 
simply for the purpose of replying to any matter that the other side 
brings up. So, if you have any other witnesses bearing upon the 
subject, I think you ought to bring them forward now. 

Mr. HousTON. In other words, Mr. Houdini, you will not be 
allowed to put in any new matter in rebuttal. So if you have any 
uther new matter which you desire to produce, you better do it now. 

Mr. HouDINI. Mr. Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen, I have here, 
without reading, a letter from the Washington Federation of 
Churches, which I will hand to the stenograpner for insertion in 
the record, if I can find it. 

Mr. HousTON. Why wait until you find it~ When you do find 
it you can· turn it over to the committee and the committee will pass 
upon it and determine whether they want to insert it in the record. 
That method will save time. 

Mr. HouDINI. The Washington Federation of Churches are m 
favor of the bill. May I read the letted 

Mr. McLEOD. You may read it. 
Mr. HoumNI (reading) : 

THE 'V ASHINGTON FEDERATION OF CHURCHES, 
Washington; D. C., January 22, 1926. 

Mr. HAB&Y HOUDINI, 
Belasco Theater, Washington, D. C. 

MY DEAR Ma. HOUDINI: On behalf of the ministers of 'Vashington, let me 
thank you for your courtesy in addressing them on Tuesday afternoon of this 
week. The attendance was over 200 men and women, which was ~vidence of 
the interest which our invitation had aroused. Your presentation of the ques­
tion was such as to make a strong appeal to all who were present. 

Our city has had too large a number of frauds for its own good, physical and 
financial, to say nothing of spiritual. I believe that your presence and exposure 
of the matter will enable us to secure such a law as the Capital of the Natiotl 
should have. 

Please accept my personal gratitude for your kindness,· and be assured tliat 
Washington pastors will not soon forget the impression which you brought to 
them so forcefully and helpfully. 

Very truJ.y yours; 
"\Y. L. DARDY, Ea:ecutive Secretary. 

I also wish to place in the record a report of the medium with 
whom Madame Marcia was connected 20 years ago. I do not want 
to read this. It is all about Mrs. May Piper Vanderbilt, such a 
character that I would rather commend it to you to read. 

}'fr. McLEOD. What does it pertain to? 
Mr. HouDINI. It says that the association with whom Mrs. Marcia 

worked with at that time in her mediumship days---
Mr. :McLEOD. "'\Vhat would that have to do with this bilH 
Mr. HouDINI. It would show the people who are using the law of 

thU, town that the chief of police- the law states it distinctly and I 
have it over there--

:.Mr. RATHBONE. I am not concerned with the present law, except 
that it has a bearing upon this proposed bill, and I think the _purpose 
of this is to go into the character of the people. I do not thmk that 
has anything to do with our inquiry. I do not think this committee 
can t.ake the time to go into people's personal record or character. 

Mr. McLEOD. Mrs. Marcia is just one medium here in the District 
of Columbia W · 

Mr. HOUDINI. Yes; but I want you to read it. 
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Mr. H ammer. I do not suppose that we accept it with any under-

standing that we are to print it. The witness can leave it to us

with that understanding.

Mr. H oudini. N o ex amination is made of the medium' s ability to

do anything. That is the law at the present time.

H ere is a sworn affidavit regarding the visit of E ev. R ose Meck en-

berg,Mrs. J ane B. C oates— it is sworn to— where she mak es the state-

ment positively that Mrs. C oates described the visits at the W hite

H ouse.

Mr. H ammer. W ho is the R ev. R ose Meck enberg?  Is that your

investigator who has been ordained as a spiritualist preacher?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Mrs. C oates is the lady who interviewed-the Presi-

dent?

Mr. H oudini. S he so said. I do not say she did.

Mr. McL eod. This is the same matter we had in the record last

meeting?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. McL eod. Is not this the statement made at the other meet-

ing?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  this is sworn to.

Mr. H ammer. W e do not want anything in the record until we

k now what it is.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou claim this is important in the matter not

brought out in the testimony of the witness;  is that right?

Mr. H oudini. Y es. May I ex plain why?  I have there a letter

from President L incoln' s son. The spiritualists claim that President

L incoln was a spiritualist. That is not true. I would lik e to put

that in the record.

Mr. H ammer. W hat difference does it mak e whether he was or

ndt?

Mr. H oudini. I will ex plain.

Mr. H ammer. I did not mean to be adverse to you.

Mr. H oudini. N o;  because by using the President' s name the

mediums get a great advertisement, lik e going to the q ueen. May

I put it in the record where he denies their claims that he was a

spiritualist?

Mr. H ammer. I move, Mr. C hairman, that Mr. H oudini submit

such as he sees proper, and then the chairman and the committee

can investigate and publish such parts as we deem essential. O ther-

wise it will be a voluminous record, and some of it is not material.

Mr. H oudini. This A braham L incoln letter is important, be-

cause they get hundreds of converts by bringing back  the spirit

of A braham L incoln. I k now that the spirit of A braham L incoln

has been in four seances in the same room at the same time.

Mr. H ammer. H ow are we going to remedy it?

Mr. H oudini. By not giving such an open license;  by stopping

the doing of those things which the law now allows. That is pre-

tending they can throw their astral body into the past and future

and give you all inside information.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou say they believe it, and they dissolve their

body out of certain matters?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.
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Mr. HAMMER. I do not suppose that we accept it.with any under­
standing that we are to prmt it. The witness ca.n. leave it to us 
with that understanding. 

Mr. HouDINI. No examination is made of the medium's ability to 
do anything. That is the law at the present time. · 

Here is a sworn affidavit regarding the visit of Rev. Rose Mecken­
berg,Mrs. Jane B. Coates--it is sworn to-where she makes the state­
ment positively that Mrs. Coates described the visits at the White 
House. 
. Mr. HAMMER. Who is the Rev. Rose Meckenberg~ Is that your 
investigator who has been ordained as a spiritualist preacher~ 

Mr . .tloumNI. Yes. · 
Mr. HAMMER. Mrs. Coates is the lady who interviewed. the Presi­

.dent? 
Mr. HoumNr. She so said. I do not say she did. 
Mr. McLEon. This is the same matter we had in the record last 

meeting~ 
Mr. .tlouDINI. No. 
Mr. McLEOD. Is not this the statement made at the other meet­

ing~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. No; this is sworn to. · 
Mr. HAMMER. We do not want anything in the record until we 

know what it is. 
Mr. RATHBONE. You claim this is important in the matter not 

brought out in the testimony of the witness; is that right W 

Mr. HoUDINI. Yes. May l explain why~ I have there a letter 
from President Lincoln's son. The spiritualists claim that President 
Lincoln was a spiritualist. That is not true. I would li.ke to put 
that in the record. 

Mr. HAMMER. What difference does it make whether he was or 
ndU 

Mr. HOUDINI. I will explain. 
Mr. HAMMER. I did not mean to be adverse to you. 
Mr. HoumNr. No; because by using the President's name the 

mediums get a great advertisement, like going to the queen. May 
I put it in the record where he denies their claims that he was a 
spiritualist~ 

Mr. HAMMER. I move, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Houdini submit 
such as he sees proper, and then the chairman and the committee 
.can investigate and publish such parts as we deem essential. Other­
wise it will be a voluminous record, and some of it is not materiai. 

Mr. HOUDINI. This Abraham Lincoln letter is important, be­
cause they get hundreds of converts by bringing back the spirit 
of Abraham Lincoln. I know that the spirit of Abraham Lincoln 
has been in four seances in the same room at the same time. 

Mr. HAMMER. How are we going to remedy it Y 
Mr. HoUDINI. By not giving such an open license; by stopping 

the doing of those things which the law now allows. That is pre.:. 
tending they can throw their astral body into the past and future 
and give you all inside information. 

Mr. McLEOD. You say they believe it, and they dissolve their 
body out of certain matters~ · 

Mr. HoUDINI. Yes. 
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Mr. McL eod. They believe that and they believe this?  Then how

would you discourage it?

Mr. H oudini. By not having them to rob.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou charge that they rob?

Mr. H oudini. W hen you go to them, they tell you they see forms

and hear voices— that' s the time they rob.

Mr. McL eod. S everal mediums have testified that they believed

you are a clairvoyant. Y ou told us that yourself.

Mr. H oudini. That is a fact;  they all say so. It is not true, but

simply deductive.

H ere is my investigator' s report on Madame Marcia.

Mr. H ammer. W ho is Madame Marcia?

Mr. H oudini. The lady medium, the well-k nown astrologist.

[ L aughter.]  I have this sworn to. S he mak es claims to medium-

istic powers and to being an astrologist, mak ing use of both of

them.

Mr. McL eod. A ll right;  that will be received along with the

C oates affidavit.

Mr. R athbone. W hat else have you to offer?

Mr. H oudini. H ere is what I would lik e to say: There are trumpet

mediums in town, and there is no doubt about it that they are

frauds. They are permitted to practice under this law. I notice

that it is contended that Mrs. F letcher is q uoted as saying that the

medium floated a trumpet over the head of 18 people.

I wish to say, gentlemen, in conclusion, that I have here $ 10,000

[ producing a pack age of currency] ..

Mr. R athbone. Be a little careful the way you throw that money

around, because I am pretty near to it.

Mr. H oudini. I defy any medium here— they are all mediums,

and I have very few friends among them— and I will pay that

$ 10,000, and I defy every medium in the room to do a physical mani-

festation now that I can not prove is a fraud and I can show is a

fraud. There [ referring to currency on committee table]  are $ 10,000,

and I will leave it to you gentlemen to j udge whether I can ex pose

them or not. This is my answer to anything they say. If they

can, here is the money;  and the money is good. The manager of the

Merchants Bank  is present, and he will vouch for the genuineness of

this money. [ A pplause.]

Mrs. Marcia. That money belongs to me. I challenged him in the

theater to disprove the prediction I made of W arren G. H arding,

which he never accepted. S o that $ 10,000 belongs to me. [ A p-

plause.]

Mr. H oudini. Y ou proved

Mr. R athbone. W hile the matter is in dispute I will hold the

$ 10,000 until it is settled.

Mr. H oudini. A ll right. Y ou proved it to President H arding,

who was a k indly human being who k new nothing about subterfuge

and trick ery. Prove it to me, and the money is yours. [ A pplause.]

Mrs. Marcia. H e is in error. I did not prove it to Mr. H arding.

I never had an interview with Mr. H arding. I have been mis-

q uoted in the press within the last few days, saying I gave the name

of my client, S enator Dill. I wish to be corrected. A lthough S ena-
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FORTUNE TELLING 67 
Mr. McLEOD. They believe that and they believe this~ Then how 

would you discourage it~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. By not having them to rob. 
Mr. McLEOD. You charge that they rob~ 
Mr. HounINI: When you go to them, they tell you they see forms 

and hear voices--that's the time they rob. 
Mr. McLEOD. Several mediums have testified that they believed 

you are a clairvoyant. You told us that yourself. 
Mr. HOUDINI. That is a fact; they all say so. It is not true, but 

simply deductive. 
Here is my investigator's report on Madame Marcia. 
Mr. HAMMER. Who is Madame Marcia~ · 
Mr. HOUDINI. The lady medium, the well-known astrologist. 

[Laughter.] I have this sworn to. She makes claim~. to medium­
istic powers and to being an astrologist, making use of both of 
them. . . 
Mr~ McLEOD. All right; that will be received along with the 

Coates affidavit. 
Mr. RATHBONE. What else have you to offer? 
Mr. HouDINI. Here is what I would like to say: There are trumpet 

mediums in town, and there is 'no doubt about it that they are 
frauds . . They are permitted . to practice under this law. I notice 
that it is contended that Mrs. Fletcher is quoted as saying that the 
medium floated a trumpet over the head of 18 people. 

I wish to say, gentlemen, in conclusion, that I have here $10,000 
[producing a package of currency] .. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Be a little careful the way you throw that money 
around, because I am pretty near to it. 

Mr. HounINI. I defy any medium here-they are all mediums, 
and I have very :few :friends among them-and I will pay that 
$10,000, and I defy every medium in the room to do a physical mani· 
festation now that I can not prove is a fraud and I can show is a 
fraud. There [referring to currency on committee table] are $10,000, 
and I will leave it to you gentlemen to judge whether I can expose 
them or not. This is my answer to anything they say. If they 
can, here is the money; and the money is good. The manager of the 
Merchants Bank is present, and he will vouch for the genuineness of 
this money. [Applause.] 

l\'Irs. MARCIA. That money belongs to me. I challenged him in the 
theater to disprove the prediction I made of Warren G. Harding, 
which he never accepted. So that $10,000 belongs to me. [Ap­
plause.] 

Mr. HOUDINI. You proved--
Mr. RATHBONE. '\Vhile the matter is in dispute I will hold the 

$10,000 until it is settled. 
Mr. HOUDINI. All right. You proved it to President Harding, 

who was a kindly human being who knew nothing about subterfuge 
and trickery. Prove it to me, and the money is yours. [Applause.] 

Mrs. MARCIA. He is in error. I did not prove it to Mr. Harding. 
I never had an interview with Mr. Harding. I have been mis­
quoted in the press within the last few days, saying I gave the no.me 
of my client, Senator Dill. I wish to be corrected. Although Sena-
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tor Dill has ack nowledged he visited me 10 years ago, if he was

present I would ask  him did he ever

Mr. R athbone. Y ou will be given an opportunity in regular order.

Mr. McL eod. L et us proceed in regular order.

Mr. H ammer. The author of the bill, Mr. Bloom, is present. L et

us find a seat for him.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou did give Mrs. H arding astrological readings,

did you not?  Y ou did that, Madam Marcia;  you said you did not

give any of the newspapers interviews, but you did give the news-

papers an interview about Mrs. H arding. Gentlemen, she is trick y

with it. S he gave Mrs. H arding an astrological reading. H ere it is

in writing. This is the challenge I have had for years, and here I

amend my challenge.

Mr. McL eod. In what way?

Mr. H oudini. W here I want the mediums to give me a physical

test, and you gentlemen to be the j udge whether I can not ex pose

them. I will guarantee to ex pose any physical phenomena of any

medium in the world.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. H oudini, j ust a q uestion or two, if you please.

The q uestion about A braham L incoln and his beliefs is brought up.

I do not think  it is material to the bill, but you say you have investi-

gated it and you k now he was not a spiritualist.

Mr. H oudini. H is son says so. I will read it if you wish. It is

written to me and dated S eptember 28, 1925. The importance of that

is that they always use a great man' s name to get converts.

Mr. R athbone. I think  you will all agree who k now about

A braham L incoln that he was not a spiritualist as spiritualism is

understood. A braham L incoln, if the authorities are correct at all,

did believe and seek  a number of times in his life, and spok e on the

morning of his last day, of having a premonition of coming death.

Is it your understanding that that has any relation to spiritualism?

Mr. H oudini. I believe in premonition, absolutely, but not in

spiritualism.

Mr. McL eod. W hat is a premonition?

Mr. H oudini. A  premonition is— for ex ample, suppose a mother is

worried about her child, and she think s that child will be crushed

under an automobile. Thousands of mothers have the same premo-

nition. Unfortunately it does happen, though it does not always

happen. I have had a premonition of things that happened. If you

have those often enough accidents tak e place sometimes.

I believe in all those things. I believe in the subconscious mind,

in the hereafter, in A lmighty God, but I do not believe that the

disembodied spirit can come back  and do the things that the mediums

claim they can do.

I have no q uarrel with religion. Please bear that in mind. I have

no malice against any mediums. They say I am q uarreling with

their religion, but that is their smok e screen. In their constitutions

which I have here they claim you can become a medium, and all you

have to do is that you must hear voices and see forms. That is what

you must do. Y ou must be a year in the church or two years. Y ou

need no vocation whatsoever, and they do get fortunes;  for ex ample,

the C lara Barton case in W ashington, $ 70,000. L uther Marsh gave
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68 FORTUNE TELLING 

tor Dill has acknowledged he visited me 10 years ago, if he was 
present I would ask him did he ever--

Mr. RATHBONE. You will be.given an opportunity in regular order. 
Mr. McLEOD. Let us proceed in regular order. 
Mr. HAMMER. The author of the bill, Mr. Bloom, is present. Let 

us find a seat for him. 
Mr. HouDINI. You did give Mrs. Harding astrolo~ical res.dings, 

did you not 1 You did that, Madam Marcia; you said you did not 
give any of the newspapers interviews, but .you did give the news-

. papers an interview about Mrs .. Harding. Gentlemen, she is tricky 
with it. She gave Mrs. Harding an astrological reading. Here it is 
in writing. This is the challenge I have had for years, and here I 
amend my challenge. 

Mr. McLEon. In what way 1 
Mr. HouDINI. Where I want the mediums to give me a physical 

test, and you gentlemen to be the judge whether I can not expose 
them. I will guarantee to expose any physical phenomena. of any 
medium in the world. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Houdini, just a question or two, if you please. 
The question about Abraham Lincoln and his beliefs is brou~ht U{>.· 
I do not think it is material to the bill1 but you say you have mvest1-
gated it and you know he was not a spiritualist. 

Mr. HouDINI. His son says so. I will read it if you wish. It is 
written to me and dated September 28, 1925. The importance of that 
is that they always use a great man's name to get converts. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I think you will all agree who know about 
Abraham Lincoln that .he was not a spiritualist as spiritualism is 
understood. Abraham Lincoln, if the authorities are correct at all, 
did believe and seek a number of times in his life, and spoke on the 
morning of his last day, of having a premonition of coming death. 
Is it your understanding that that has any relation to spiritualism~ 

Mr. HouDINI. I believe in premonition, absolutely, but not in 
spiritualism. 

Mr. McLEOD. What is a premonition~ 
Mr. HouDINI. A premonition is-for example, suppose a mother is 

worried about her child, and she thinks that child will be crushed 
under an automobile. Thousands of mothers have the same premo­
nition. Unfortunately it does happen, though it does not always 
happen. I have had a premonition of things that happened. If you 
have those often enough accidents take place sometimes. 

I believe in all those things. I believe in the subconscious mind, 
in the hereafter, in Almighty God, but I do not believe that the 
disembodied spirit can come back and do the things that the mediums 
claim they can do. 

I have no quarrel with religion. Please bear that in mind. I have 
no malice against any mediums. They say I am quarreling with 
their religion, but that is their smoke screen. In their constitutions 
which I have here they claim you can become a medium, and all you 
have to do is that you must hear voices and see forms. That is what 
you must do .. You must be a year in the church or two years. You 
need no vocation whatsoever, and they do get fortunes; for example, 
the Clara Barton case in Washington, $70,000. Luther Marsh gave 
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away two and a half million dollars. They start in with nothing,

and then instead of charging they get presents j ust the same as D. D.

H olmes got $ 300,000 from a widow. The money they charge means

nothing;  it is only the opening wedge to get fortunes, to get hold of

some old man or lady and bring back  the beloved dead;  and the

widows are informed. The mediums call them on the phone, say-

ing, " W e have a message from your husband."

In the case of Mr. C ox , of C incinnati, after he passed away his

widow was informed by one of the spiritualists in seances that her

husband wanted to speak  to her. That is how they get their trade.

I want to go on record that millions of these are tak en in the various

camps— L ily Dale, C linton, Iowa, O nset Bay, A nderson C asadaga,

and all through C alifornia. The laws of C alifornia are getting

stricter. They j ust sent to j ail A . M. Thompson. H e received $ 500

fine and 60 days in j ail. H is wife received $ 500 fine and suspended

sentence, and his daughter received $ 500 fine and suspended sentence.

Mr. Bloom. F or what?  W hat did they get that for?

Mr. H oudini. F or fraudulently obtaining money and pretending

that the spirits came back .

Mr. H ouston. Is that prosecution under a special statute or gen-

eral statute of fraud?

Mr. Bloom. I have the laws of C alifornia.

Mr. H ammer. May I ask  you a q uestion right there, please?  Under

the law here we have a very slight req uirement. The req uirements

are only $ 25 license for fortune tellers. Y ou do not understand

that that licenses them to commit fraud?

Mr. H oudini. I k now it does.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not mean to say that any license carries

with it the authority to violate the law of the land?

Mr. H oudini. That is why you must have a new law.

Mr. H ammer. L et us see a minute. Do not the regulations req uire

them to get letters from 10 reputable persons as to the character of

the applicant?

Mr. H oudini. The getting of those letters is the easiest thing in

the world.

Mr. H ammer. Is it not the duty of the police and are they not to

blame for not investigating and seeing whether these letters

Mr. Bloom. I j ust want to get Mr. H ammer right. That is in

reference to fortune telling. In reference to spiritualism there is

no req uirement. Do not confuse now the fortune telling with the

religion.

Mr. H ammer. A nother thing right there I want to ask  you is:

This bill which Mr. Bloom has introduced prohibits sleight-of-hand

performances. Maybe I do not k now what sleight of hand is.

Mr. H oudini. That applies when the medium ask s you to write

messages and by sleight of hand changes the messages, enabling him

to ex change the real ones for blank  sheets of paper, which you think

are your own messages, by subterfuge he reads the contents of your

notes, pretending to read messages from your dead mother, school

teacher, etc. There are q uite a number.

Mr. H ammer. Y our work  is sleight of hand. Y ou do not claim

any divine power?
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FORTUNE TELLING 69 

away two and a half million dollars. They start in with nothing, 
and then instead of charging they get presents just the same as D. D. 
:fol.mes got $300,000 from a widow. The money they charge means 
..-iothing; it is only the opening wedge to get fortunes, to get hold of 
some old man or lady and bring back the beloved dead; and the 
widows are informed. The mediums call them on the phone, say­
ing," We have a message from _your husband." 

In the case of Mr. Cox, of Cincinnati, after he passed away his 
widow was informed by one of the spiritualists in seances that her 
husband wanted to speak to her. That is how they get their trade. 
I want to go on record that millions of these are taken in the various 
camps-Lily Dale, Clinton, Iowa, Onset Bay, Anderson Casadaga, 
and all through California. The laws of California are getting 
stricter. They just sent to jail A. M. Thompson. He received $500 
fine and 60 days in jail. His wife received $500 fine and suspended 
sentence, and his daughter received $500 fine and suspended sentence. 

Mr. BLOOM. For what~ What did they get that fod 
Mr. HoumNI. For fraudulently obtaining money and pretending 

that the spirits came back. 
Mr. HousTON. Is that prosecution under a special statute or gen­

eral statute of fraud 1 
Mr. BwoM. I have the laws of California. 
Mr. HAMMER. May I ask you a question right there, please1 Under 

the law here we have a very slight requirement. The requirements 
are only $25 license for fortune tellers. You do not understand 
that that licenses them to commit fraud~ 

Mr. HOUDINI. I know it does. · 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not mean to say that any license carries 

with it the authority to violate the law of the land 1 
Mr. HOUDINI. That is why you must have a new law. 
Mr. HAMMER. Let us see a minute. Do not the regulations require 

them to get letters from 10 reputable persons as to the character of 
the applicant~ 

Mr. HoumNI. The getting of those letters is the easiest thing in 
the ·world. . ' 

Mr. HAMMER. Is it not the duty of the police and are they not to 
blame for not investigating and seeing whether these letters--

Mr. BLOOM. I just want to get Mr. Hammer right. That is in 
reference to fortune telling. In reference to spiritualism there is 
no requirement. Do not confuse now the fortune telling with the 
religion. 

Mr. HAMMER. Another thing right there I want to ask you is: 
This bill which Mr. Bloom has introduced prohibits sleight-of-hand 
performances. Maybe I do not know what sleight of hand is. 

Mr. HoumNI. That applies when the medium asks you to write 
messages and by sleight of hand changes the messages, enabling him 
to exchange the real ones for blank sheets of paper, which you think 
are your own messages, by subterfuge he reads the contents of your 
notes, pretending to read messages from your dead mother, school 
teacher, etc. There are quite a number. 

Mr. HAMMER. Your work is sleight of hand. You do not claim 
any divine power~ 
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Mr. H oudini. N o;  I am j ust an ordinary mortal trying to get

along.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not do this by any divine or religious

power?

Mr. H oudini. N o. Y ou see, Mr. H ammer, there is nothing wrong

about that.

Mr. H ammer. I think  you admit you are a fraud?  [ L aughter.]

Mr. H oudini. I will give you a spiritualist message, if you wish

me to.

Mr. H ammer. I think  it would be very helpful in showing the

folly of these divine inspirations that control and dominate these

others;  and Mr. H oudini claims he has no divine power. It is not

for the purpose of having some levity.

Mr. H oudini. A ll right;  I will give you the spiritualist ex hibition.

Mr. Bloom. L et me suggest that if Mr. H oudini wants to give

the committee a demonstration in small slate writing that he should

have an opportunity to do so.

Mr. McL eod. If there is no obj ection on the part of the com-

mittee.

Mr. H oudini. I want to call attention first to a pair of slates [ pro-

ducing several slates before the committee] . This is not my trick .

Keeler does it in this town, and he has become wealthy. Mrs. F letcher

stated that all the mediums are in moderate circumstances.

Mr. Bloom. H ave you become wealthy?

Mr. H oudini. Y ou mean mentally?

Mr. Bloom. W ell, haven' t you got a lot of money?  Y ou are not

doing this for any advertising, are you?

Mr. H oudini. N one whatsoever.

Mr. Bloom. J ust a minute. A  good many people have suggested

and made the remark , Mr. C hairman, that Mr. H oudini is seek ing

advertisement and such things. If you want to k now what Mr.

H oudini is really worth in money, I do not think  Mr. H oudini would

obj ect to putting it in the record. But Mr. H oudini is absolutely

independent. H e does not need advertising and he does not need

any more money, I can say that. H e. is j ust doing this here for. the

purpose of trying to prove to the people in the District of C olumbia

and of the country that this is an illegal thing, that they are allow-

ing this illegal practice to be carried on in the District of C olumbia;

that is all.

Mr. H oudini. May I reply to that?

Mr. McL eod. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. I have refused return engagements in the Belasco

Theater in this city which would net me $ 5,000 to $ 7,000. I have

refused engagements lik e that and return engagements in N ew Y ork .

I positively spend between $ 40,000 and $ 50,000 every year. I

brought my staff up here. They are under salary;  they are under

ex penses.

The spiritualists claim the churches are behind me. That is the

biggest lie they can tell.

I will now do the slate trick . I have here a pair of slates which I

will allow you to ex amine and to be mark ed on four sides with a piece

of slate pencil, 1, 2, 3, 4, then erased, proving that the four sides

have been mark ed. I will now tie the slates together and put this
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'YO FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. Houl>INI. No; I am just an ordinary mQrtal trying to get 
along. . 

Mr. HAMMER. You do not do this by any divine or religious 
power~ 

Mr. HoUDINr. No. You see, Mr. Hammer, there is nothing wrong 
about that. 

Mr. HAMMER. I think you admit you are a fraud~ [Laughter. l 
Mr. HOUDINI. I will give you a spiritualist message, if you wisli 

me to. 
Mr. HAMMER. I think it would be very helpful in· showing the 

folly of these .di vine inspirations that control and dominate these 
others; and Mr. Houdini claims he has no divine power. It is not 
for the purpose of having some levity. . .. 

Mr. HOUDINI. All dg·ht; I will giv~/· ou the spir~t~ali~t exhibiti?n. 
Mr. BLOOM. Let me suggest that 1 Mr. Houdini wants to :give 

the committee a demonstration in smaill slate writing that he. shOuld 
have an opportunity to do so. · · 
· Mr. McLEOD. If there is no objection on the part of the com­
mittee. 

Mr. HOUDINI. I want to call attention first to a pair of slates [pro­
ducing several slates before the committee]. This is not my trick. 
Keeler does it in this town, and he has become wealthy. Mrs. Fletcher 
$ated that all the mediums are in moderate circumstances. 

Mr.· BLOOM. Have you become wealthy W 
Mr. HoUDINI. You mean mentally~ 
Mr. BLOOM. Well, haven't you got a lot of moneyW You are not 

doing this for any advertising, are you~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. None whatsoever. . 
Mr. BLOOM. Just a minute. A good many people have suggested 

and made the remark, Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Houdini is seeking 
advertisement and such things. If you want to know what Mr. 
Houdini is really worth in money, I do not think Mr. Houdini would 
obiect to putting it in the record. But Mr. Houdini is absolutely 
independent. He does not need advertising and he does not need 
any more money, I can say that. He. is just doing this he.re for. the 
purpose of trying to prove to the people in the District of Columbia 
and of .the country that this is an illegal thing that they are allow­
ing this illegal practice to be carried on in the bistrict of Columbia; 
that is all. 
, Mr. HouDINI. May I reply to that 1 

Mr. McLEOD. Yes. 
Mr. HorrmNr. I have refused return engagements in the Belasco 

Theater in this city which would net me $5,000 to $7,000. I have 
refused engagements like that and return engagements in New York. 
I positively spend between $40,000 and $50,000 every year. I 
brought my staff up here. They are under salary; they are under 
expenses. 

The spiritualists claim the churches are behind me. That is the 
biggest lie they can tell. 

I will now do the slate trick. I have here a pair 0£ slates which I 
will allow you to examine and to be marked on four sides with a piece 
of slate pencil, 1; 2, 3, 4, then erased, proving that the four sides 
have been marked. I will now tie the slates together and put this 
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piece of chalk  pencil on top. I will tak e and tie the slates together

lik e this [ illustrating] . I will put them— or better still, would you

please hold those so they can see I have no confederate, Mr. R ath-

bone?  [ Mr. R athbone did as suggested.]

Mr. H ammer, drop this card in this F unk  &  W agnalls dictionary,

which contains thousands of words and no two page alik e. I j ust

bought this from Brentanos on my way up here [ producing dic-

tionary] . J ust please drop that card in there. [ Mr. H ammer

complied.]  There is no human being living who can tell me the

number of the page in which that card has been dropped.

N ow, mind you, ladies and gentlemen, this is a trick  and is per-

formed by mediums as a proof that they consult with the dead.

Incidentally, President R oosevelt and I were on board, the Im-

perator, and I did this for him and he ask ed me, " W as it spirit-

ualism? "  W hen a great brain lik e C olonel R oosevelt ask s that,

there must he protection for those who can not protect themselves.

I said, "  N o. C olonel;  it is all hocus-pocus."

[ Illustrating.]  S pirits!  I want you to please tell' me to find the

name written in the book . Give me the numbers of the pages.

W rite them between the slates and give me a message of some one

I have never seen. A re you present?  If you are here, pull my right

ear. [ L aughter.]

[ Thereupon Mr. H oudini removed the handk erchief which bound

the slates.]

There you are [ reading from slate] . Y ou dropped the card in the

dictionary at page 169. R ight?

Mr. H ammer. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. The first at the top of that page is " decision,"  and

the last one at the bottom of the page is "  diviner."  Is there anyone

here by the name of Mrs. F lorence Kahn?  [ L aughter and ap-

plause.]

My spirit guide tells me— George W ashington is my spirit

guide— he tells me in a picture. I see the lady on a ferryboat in a

big, wide stream. W here is there a lady, please?  H ave you ever

been in a ferryboat in a great broad beautiful stream?  Is that

right?  H ave I ever spok en to you, Mrs. Kahn?

Mrs. Kahn. N ever.

Mr. H oudini. Did you get a most important letter four days ago

that you decided not to answer?  Y es or no?

Mrs. Kahn. S ix ty-eight of them.

Mr. H oudini. This is a very particular one from a very dear old

friend. Y es or no?

Mrs. Kahn. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. Tell the truth. J ust be fair.

Mrs. Kahn. I said yes.

Mr. H oudini. Then, the message. I am j ust doing the inspira-

tional stuff for you, and I now will give you evidence of my wonder-

ful power. This is addressed to F lorence P. Kahn: " Good work .

Y ou are going to find that J ulius P. efforts were appreciated.

(S igned) Benj amin F rank lin."  There is a message from Benj amin

F rank lin. [ L aughter and applause.]

I could tak e that lady and bring back  her husband and give you

messages, and you would believe if you were inclined to spiritualistic
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FOB TU NE TELLING 71 
piece of chalk pencil on top. I will take and tie the slates together 
like this [illustrating]. I will put them--0r better still, would you 
please hold those so they can see I have no confederate, Mr. Rath­
bone 'l [Mr. Rathbone did as suggested.] 

Mr. Hammer, drop this card in this Funk & "\-Vagnalls dictionary, 
which contains thousands of words and no two page alike. I just 
bought this from Brentanos on my way up here [:producing dic­
tionary]. Just please drop that card in there. LMr. Hammer 
complied.] There is no human being living who can tell me the 
number of the page in which that card has been dropped. 

Now, mind you, ladies and gentlemen, this is a trick and is per­
formed by mediums as a proof that they consult with the dead. 

Incidentally, President Roosevelt. and I were on board, the bn­
perator, and I did this for him and he asked me, " Was it spirit­
ualism~ " When a great brain like Colonel Roosevelt asks that, 
there must be protection for those who can not protect themselves. 
I said, "No. Colonel; it is all hocus-pocus." 

[Illustrating.] Spirits! I want you to please tell 'me to find the 
name written in the book. Give me the numbers of the pages. 
\V rite them between the slates and give me a message of some one 
I have never seen. Are you present i If you l-re here, pull my right 
ear. [Laughter.] 

[There~on Mr. Houdini removed the handkerchief which bound 
~·~J . 

There you are [reading from slate]. You dropped the card in the 
dictionary at page 169. Right! 

Mr. HAMMER. Yes. 
Mr. HOUDINI. The first at the top of that page is "decision," and 

the last one at the bottom of the page is" diviner." Is there anyone 
here bl the name of Mrs. Florence Kahn 1 [Laughter and ap­
plause.j 

My spirit guide tells me-George Washington is my spirit 
guide-he tells me in a picture. I see the lady on a ferryboat in a 
big, wide stream. Where is there a lady, please~ Have you ever 
been in a ferryboat in a great broad beautiful stream 1 Is that 
right~ Have I ever spoken to you, Mrs. Kahn~ 

Mrs. KAHN. Never. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Did you get a most important letter four days ago 

that you decided not to answer~ Yes or no 1 
Mrs. KAHN. Sixty-eight of them. 
Mr. HOUDINI. This is a very particular one from a very dear old 

friend. Yes or no Y 
Mrs. KAHN. Yes. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Tell the truth. Just be fair. 
Mrs. KAHN. I said yes. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Then, the message. I am just doing the inspira­

tional stuff for you, and I now will give you evidence of my wonder­
ful power. This is addressed to Florence P. Kahn: "Good work. 
You are going to find that Julius P. efforts were appreciated. 
(Signed) Benjamin Franklin." There is a message from Benjamin 
Franklin. [Laughter and applause.] 

I could take that lady and bring back her husband and ~ive you 
messages, and you would believe if you were .inclined to spiritualistic 

104123-26---6 
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ideas. I could mak e you certain message and things he told you

j ust before he made his trip here. I can bring the thing down. A nd

that is the trouble, the widows are tak en in. It is the easiest thing

in the world to mak e some one whose heart is yearning to believe.

Don' t you believe?  Don' t you think , Mrs. Kahn, it is a remark able

test?

Mr. H ouston. Tell us how you did it.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou say you are not a spiritualist?

Mr. H oudini. I am not.

Mr. McL eod. Tell us how you did it. H ow are you going to show

it is not true?

Mr. H oudini. I will prove it. I am not allowed to ex pose trick s

of a magical nature. I am the president of the S ociety of A merican

Magicians. I want that distinctly understood, Mr. C hairman. But

I will ex pose the trick . It is accomplished as follows:

F irst of all, when I came in, I can guess and pick  out and say,

" C lara is present,"  and mak e a guess. If I hit it, all right. If I

did not hit it I say Thelma or Mary, and it fits some one. Then I in-

q uire, " W ho is that lady? "  I heard Mrs. Kahn say, " I would lik e

to get a message."  Didn' t you say that, Mrs. Kahn?

Mrs. Kahn. Y es. .

Mr. H oudini. I heard you. A nd you were back  of me and I did

not turn around. I was purposely impolite and I hereby apologize

for my apparent impoliteness. I found out about you and was

able to give you a life history, and I simply ex changed, deducted,

and made guesses;  and that is all there is to it.

Mrs. C oates. H e is demonstrating that he is a spiritualist.

Mr. H oudini. I beg to differ. If Keeler were in town I would

give Keeler $ 10,000 if he would do a slate trick

' Mr. H ammer. The lady suggests you are a spiritualist and don' t

k now it. I want you to tell how you got the writing on the slate.

It will not tak e you but a minute.

Mr. H oudini. I forced the pages on you, to put the card at a cer-

tain place;  pretended you had free choice, and you did not. I had

them written on the slates before;  see?

S TA TE ME N T O F  ME S . J A N E  B. C O A TE S , 1630 IR V IN G S TR E E T N W .,

W A S H IN GTO N , D. C .

Mrs. C oates. Do you want me to tak e the oath?  I am ready to

tak e the oath, for I am telling the truth. I want to mak e this state-

ment that I am telling the truth.

Mr. H ouston. Before you proceed will you give your profession

and address?

Mrs. C oates. I have given my address.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou would rather mak e your statement under oath?

Mrs. C oates. H e wanted to put his woman on oath for I am not

going to falsify of anyone and my word stands with my oath.

But I want my name to go down as tak ing it on my oath. S o I will

be sworn.

(Thereupon the witness was duly sworn by Mr. R athbone.)

Mrs. C oates. A nd in view of the fact that I have tak en the oath,

I will say that Mr. H oudini claims his woman took  two readings
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ideas. I could make you certain message and things he told you · 
just before he made his trip here. I can bring the thing down. And 
that is the trouble, the widows are taken in. It is the easiest thing 
in the world to make some one whose heart is yearning to believe.· 
Don't you believe 1 Don't you think, Mrs. Kahn, it is a remarkable 
test1 

Mr. HousTON. Tell us how you did it. 
Mr. McLEOD. You say you are not a spiritualist 1 
Mr. HouDINI. I am not. 
Mr. McLEOD. Tell us how you did it. How are you going to show 

it is not true 1 
Mr. HouDINI. I will prove it. I am not allowed to expose tricks 

of a magical nature. I am the president of the Society of American 
Magicians. I want that distinctly understood, Mr. Chairman. · But 
I will expose the trick. It is accomplished as follows: . 

First of all, when I came in, I can guess and pick out and say, 
"Clara is present," and make a guess. If I hit it, all right~ If I 
did not hit it 1 say Thelma or Mary, and it fits some one. Then I in­
quire, "Who is that ladyW" I heard Mrs. Kahn say, "I would like 
to get a message." Didn't you say that, Mrs. Kahn~ 

Mrs. KAHN. Yes. • 
Mr. HouDINI. I he~rd you. And you were back of me and I did 

not turn around. I was purposely impolite and I hereby apologize 
for my apparent impoliteness. I found out about you and was 
able to give you a life history, and I simply exchanged, deducted, 
and made guesses; and that is all there is ·to it. ·· 

Mrs. CoATES. He is demonstrating that he is a spiritualist. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I beg to differ. If Keeler were in town I would 

give Keeler $10,000 if he wo.uld do a slate trick-- · · 
· Mr. HAMMER. The lady suggests you are a spiritualist and don't 

know it. I want you to tell how you got th~ writing on the slate. 
It will not take you but a minute. . 

Mr. Houo1Nr. I forced the pages on you, to put the card at a cer­
tain place ; pretended you had free choice, and you did not. I had 
them written on the slates before; see W · 

STATEMENT OF MRS. JANE B. COATES, 1630 IRVING· STREET NW., 
. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mrs. CoATES. Do you want me to take the oath.~ I am ready to 
take the oath, for I am telling the truth. .I want to make this state­
ment that I am telling the truth. 

Mr. HousToN. Before you proceed will you give your profession 
and address ~ 

Mrs. CoATES. I have given my address. 
Mr. McLEOD. You would rather make your statement under oath~ 
Mrs. CoATEs. He wanted to put his woman on oath for I am not 

going to falsify of anyone and my word stands with my oath. 
But I want my name to go down as taking it on my oath. So I will 
be sworn. 

(Thereupon the witness was duly sworn by Mr. Rathbone.) 
Mrs. CoATES. And in view of the fact that I have taken the oath, 

I will say that Mr. Houdini claims his ~oman took two readings 
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and fooled me completely;  and in view of the fact that I never mak e

a charge for my reading. I charge $ 2 for my time, and when a

person comes to me they tak e what I give, good or bad. It is

ex plained beforehand.

I am a premonitionist, and if I fail in giving a reading to a per-

son who comes to me I am in ex actly the same position as if a

patient came to a doctor and told of a terrible pain over the appendix

they had been suffering from, and when the doctor touched the

appendix  they cried aloud and were tak en to the hospital, and when

the appendix  was tak en out it was found to be a perfectly good

appendix . A nd we have k nown clients to fool lawyers.

S o I mak e that statement. I do not hold myself liable. I do

the best I can.

I want to say that his people scribbled all over the wall paper

in my room until I will have to have it repapered and it will cost

me a great deal more than $ 2.

It is a great privilege, Mr. C hairman, to stand here before this

committee and deny the statement of Mr. H oudini and his paid

accomplice, and to realize that what I say will be carried by the

A ssociated Press into every city and hamlet of this great country

of ours, repudiating and denying to our people any k nowledge on my

part of the table tipping ever having been conducted in the W hite

H ouse. I have never been inside of the W hite H ouse but twice in

my life— once to show it to a child and once standing in line to

shak e hands with W oodrow W ilson. Mr. C oolidge I do not k now

otherwise than one of the finest men who has ever held office as

C hief E x ecutive of our country.

I have from the beginning held a deep respect for one who is in

the pursuance of his official duty has at all times set aside his per-

sonal sorrows and born his grief with the stoicism of a great soul

and a great C hristian. O ur N ation as a body must recognize this

truth. I do not believe that either the President or Mrs. C oolidge

have anything to do with mediums. I have never even heard a

rumor of this. W e have during other presidential campaigns heard

remark s made by mediums regarding patrons.

O n A pril 7 my bill, H . It. 5726, passed the H ouse unanimously.

O n May 10 it passed the S enate. I said to this woman, " " W hen the

President signs my bill and it becomes a law I intend to put our

organization beyond the reach of such men as H oudini. I want it

to stand out as such a white shining light of truth, of spirit, return

on the higher planes of life, that no man will be able to point to it

with any feeling but respect."  S he ask ed me how I had gotten it

through so q uick ly and I said, " By pestering the S enators nearly

to death."  A nd I think  I must have been shadoweJ . about the

C apitol for the past six  week s. Mr. C hairman, possibly they thought

I was work ing against H oudini' s bill. I did ask  advice of S enator

C apper' s secretary, and as he was chairman of the S enate com-

mittee at the other hearing, maybe they connected that up. A  friend

of mine solicited S enator W atson' s assistance. Personally I do not

k now these gentlemen. I do not k now S enator F letcher, though I

have great admiration for his wife. A  friend also ask ed S enator

Dill to help me, out this, gentlemen, was relative to my personal
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and fooled me completely; and in view of the fact that I never make 
a charge for my reading. 1 I charge $2 for my time, and when a 
person comes tp me they take what I give, good or bad. It is 
explained beforehand. 

I am a premonitioniss and if I fail in giving a reading to a per­
son who comes to me 1 am in exactly the same position as if a. 
patient came to a doctor and told of a terrible pain over the appendix 
they had been suffering from, and when the doctor touched the 
appendix they cried aloud and were taken to the hospital1 and when 
the appendix was taken out it was found to be a pertectly good 
appendix. And we have known clients to fool lawyers. 

So I make that statement. I do not hold myself liable. I do 
the best I can. 

I want to say that his people scribbled all over the wall paper 
in my· room until I will have to have it repapered and it will cost 
me a great deal more than $2. 

It is a great privilege, Mr. Chairman, to stand here before tl::s 
committee and deny the statement of Mr. Houdini and his paid 
accomplice, and to realize that what I say will be carried by the 
Associated Press into every city and hamlet of this great country 
of ours, repudiatii;i.~ and denying to our people any knowledge on my 
part of the table tipping ever having been conducted in the White 
House. I have never been inside of the White House but twice in 
my life--0nce to show it to a child and once standing in line to 
shake hands with \Voodrow \Vilson. Mr. Coolidge I do not know 
otherwise than one of the finest men who has ever held office as 
Chief Executive of our country. 

I have from the beginning held a deep respect for one who is iu 
the pursuance of his official duty has at all times set aside his per­
sonal sorrows and born his grief with the stoicism of a great soul 
and a great Christian. Our Nation as a body must recognize this 
truth. I <lo not believe that either the President or Mrs. Coolidge 
have anything to do with mediums. I have never even heard a 
rumor of this. We have during other presidential campaigns heard· 
remarks made by mediums regarding patrons. 

On April 7 my bill, H. R. 5726, passed the House unanimously. 
On May 10 it passed the Senate. I said to this woman, •' " .. hen the 
President signs my bill and it becomes n law I intend to put our 
organization beyond the reach of such men as Houdini. I want it 
to stand out as such a white shining light of fruth, of spirit, return 
on the higher planes of life, that no man will be able to point to it 
with any feeling but respect." She asked me how I had gotten it 
through so quickly and I said, "By pestering the Senators nearly 
to death." And I think I mm:t have been sha<lowel about the 
Capitol for the past six weeks. Mr. Chairman, possibly they thought 
I was working against Houdini's bill. I did ask advice of Senator 
Capper's secretary, and as he was chairman of the Senate com­
mittee at the other hearing, maybe they connected that up. A friend 
of mine solicited Senator Watson's assistance. Personally I do not 
know these gentlemen. I do not know Senator Fletcher, though I 
have great admiration for his wife. A friencl also asked Senator 
Dill to help me, 'out this, gentlemen, was relative to my personal 
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bill, which I remark ed to this woman was about $ 5,000. It is

$ 4,750. S he k new that this bill was in the W hite H ouse, and H ou-

dini with his vile trick ery forgot he was playing with a man of

honor and sought to prej udice the President' s mind against me and

my bill. H ad I made so gross a bieach of delicacy toward our

E x ecutive as to bandy his name with H oudini' s accomplice Mr.

C oolidge never would have permitted that to stand in the way of

duty. The bill having been approved by C ongress and allowed by

the A gricultural Department, is probably already signed, as it is a

most j ust and meritorious bill for damages against my estate.

W hen the woman called me at 9 a. m. Monday I took  the message.

I remark ed, " This is H oudini' s woman."  I had ex pected her, but

when she came I hardly thought that Mr. H oudini would show so

little acuteness as to send " the reverend."  If this woman would

tell the truth— and, gentlemen, any woman who will stoop to the

work  H oudini has paid this woman to do will probably regard her

oath as little— she will corroborate the statement I am mak ing to

you. S he. had to wait 20 minutes before I could see her. S he was

so restless that she annoyed me very much, and I called to my maid,

req uesting her to have her sit down. W hen she came into my room—

she had her hat on the back  of her head, a soiled winter coat on, and

a pair of awk ward bone glasses— look ing at her carefully, I said to

her, " W hy am I impressed to call you reverend? "

S he started, and thus gave herself into my hands. I k new then

I was right in my conviction. S he denied it and said she could not

imagine why I got such an idea. In order to see her face clearly, I

said, " Those glasses are made of plain glass. W hy do you wear

them?  Tak e them off;  they will inj ure your eyes."  I gave it as a

command, and she obeyed so readily that I am convinced H oudini

has practiced what we call "  black  magic "  on this woman and hypno-

tized her. S he obeys him as one in a trance. [ L aughter and ap-

plause.]

Gentlemen, ex amine her closely. This is only my suspicion, not a

direct accusation.

A s soon as she took  off the ,glasses I said to her, " N ow I k now

where I have seen you. Y ou sat in the box  at the theater, the second

box  in the left, when H oudini was here."  S he said, "  I do not k now

H oudini and I never saw him."

N ow, at that time I clairvoyantly saw a tub of boiling water come

between us on the floor, and I said, " L ook  here, one of us is going

to get into hot. water."  I drew my feet under my chair. A t that

time I felt the presence of a man by my chair, and I said, " I feel

as if I am strangling. This man here gives me that sensation."

S he at once claimed this as her husband. I said, " I do not k now

who he is, but a spirit named L ena also comes here and puts her

finger to my lips and does not want me to talk  to you."

S he said, " W hy don' t you tell me who they are?  That is my

sister. I have been sent to you by J ohn Boiling, who has com-

mended you highly and wanted you to help me."  I said, " I will

tell you some things. Y ou are doing a work  that is k illing you.

In your heart you are sick  of the whole dirty j ob, and if you don' t

stop it you will not live 18 months."
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bill, which I remarked to this woman was about $5,000. It is 
$4,750. She knew that this bill was in the White House, and Hou­
dini with his vile trickery forgot he was playing with a man of 
houor and sought to prejudice the President's mind against me and 
my bill. Had I made so gross a bieach of delicacy toward our 
Executi~ as to bandy his name with Houdini's accomplice :Mr. 
Coolidge never would have permitted that to stand in the way of 
duty. The hill having been arproved by Congress and allowed by 
the Agricultural Department, is probably already signed, as it is a 
most just and meritorious bill for damages against my estate. 

"\Vhen the woman called me at 9 a. m. Monday I took the message. 
I remarked, "This is Houdini's woman." I had expected her, but 
when she came I hardly thought that Mr. Houdini would show so 
little acuteness as to send "the reverend." If this woman would 
tell the truth-and, gentlemen, any woman who will stoop to the 
work Houdini has paid this woman to do will probably regard her 
oath as little-she will corroborate the statement I am making to 
you. She had to wait 20 minutes before I could see her. She was 
so restless that she annoyed me very much, and I called to my maid, 
requestin~ her to have her sit down. When she came into my room­
she had her hat on the back of her head, a soiled winter coat on, and 
a pair of awkward bone glasses-looking at her carefully, I said to 
her, "'Vhy am I impressed to call you reverend? " 

She started, and thus gave herself into my hands. I knew then 
I was right in my conviction. She denied it and said she could not 
imagine why I got such an idea. In order to see her face clearly, I 
said, " Those glasses are made of plain glass. Why do you wear 
them~ Take them off; they will injure your eyes." I gave it as a 
command, and she obeyed so readily that I am convinced Houdini 
has practiced what we call "black magic" on this woman and hypno­
tized her. She obeys him as one in a trance. [Laughter and ap­
plause.] 

Gentlemen, examine her closely. This is only my suspicion, not a 
direct accusation. 

As soon as she took off the ...glasses I said to her, " Now I know 
where I have seen you. You sat in the box at the theater, t11e second 
box in the left, when Houdini was here." She said, "I do not know 
Houdini and I never saw him." 

Now, at that time .I clairvoyantly saw a tub of boiling water come 
between us on the floor, and I said, "Look here, one of us is going 
to get into hot water." I drew my feet under my chair. At that 
time I felt the presence of a man by my chair, and I said, " I feel 
as if I am strangling. This man here gives me that sensation." 
She at once claimed this as her husband. I said, "I do not know 
who he is, but a spirit named Lena also comes here ·and puts her 
fin~er to my lips and does not want me to talk to you." 

She said, "Why don't you tell me who they are~ That is my 
sister. I have been sent to you by John Bolling, who has com­
mended you highly and wanted you to help me.'' I said, "I will . 
tell you some things. You are doing a work that is killing you. 
In your heart you are sick of the whole dirty job, and if you don't. 
stop it you will not live 18 months." 
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S he said, " I am running a rooming house. A m I to give that

up? "  I said, " I have not said you were running a rooming house.

I said give up the work  you are doing."

S he ask ed what she could do, and I said the W oman' s Bureau

paid $ 1,800 a year to investigators and that she would be able to get

a j ob;  that I would be glad to recommend her to the police for a

dandy j ob.

S he ask ed me did I not see she would be married in A ugust. I

said " no."

S he tried to force me into saying it, and I said, "  Y ou can not mak e

me tell you what I do not see. I see no man coming into your life

in marriage. I do see this: A  man will shortly come to you and

offer you a large sum of money not to betray him. Do not tak e his

money;  it is tainted. It will get you into great trouble."  I had in

mind H oudini.

S he said, "  W hen will this happen? "  A nd I answered, "  It might

happen in 24 hours, and it might not happen for 5 years, but that

man will pay you anything you ask  him. H e is in your power

and you can ruin him. But beware how you tak e his money;  there

is a life after death."

A s she got up to go she ask ed me how much I charged. I said,

" N othing for the reading, but $ 2 for my time."  I never guarantee

anything, as we can not and be honest. Gentlemen, I also told her

she would leave this city very suddenly to avoid a disagreeable

condition. S he ask ed would she go south. I said, " N o;  toward

the water."  S he said, " A tlantic C ity? "  I said, " Maybe."  (S he

went to C hicago after this hearing.)

I avoided giving her any direct information other than I have

stated regarding her work . S he ask ed me what I thought of H ou-

dini. I said, " I never felt so sorry for anyone in my life: that

he had so mucli good in him and was destroying himself."  S he

ask ed me his motive;  did I believe he was work ing for a church. I

said, " N o."  I had heard he wras, but I did not believe it, or that it

was for publicity— he did not need it;  but that he was a fanatic,

and if he k ept on ex citing his mind to the state it was in it must

of necessity snap and he would find himself in an insane asylum.

Gentlemen, we can not afford to tak e such chances. There is a

certain law of retribution. Mr. H oudini has placed so many people

mentally in the asylum in these talk s that his thought may return

to him and place him there. Thought is the most powerful current

in life to-day, and in seek ing to destroy others H oudini is destroying

himself.

[ To a newspaper correspondent:]  I did not ex pect disrespect from

the press. Do not laugh.

I said, " I would lik e to protect him against himself; "  that onr

creed taught us to love our enemies, not to hate them;  and to lift

them up. A ll that I said, Mr. C hairman, regarding the W hite

H ouse was used figuratively, as a matter of speech;  that H oudini

need not think  in this bill that he was dealing merely with gypsy

folk  who crossed your palm for a few pennies, or a medium who

fak ed or defrauded, but that in the shadow of the W hite H ouse

spiritualism had penetrated, and in my mind I was think ing of
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She said, "I am running a rooming house. Am I to give that 
up~" I said, "I have not said you were running a rooming house. 
I said give up the work you are doing." . 

She asked what she could do, and f said the Woman's Bureau 
paid $1,800 a year to investigators and that she would be able to get 
a job; that I would be glad to recommend her to the police for a 
dandy job. ' · 

She asked me did I not see she would be married in August. I 
said ''no." 

She tried to force me into saying it, and I said, " You can not make 
me tell you what I do not see. I see no man coming into your life 
in marriage. I do see this: A man will shortly come to you and 
offer yo~ a. large sum of m<;>ney not to .betray him. Do not take h.is 
money; it is tamted. It will get you mto great trouble." I had m 
mind Houdini. 

She said, "When will this happen~ " And I answered, " It might 
happen in 24 hours, and it might not happen for 5 ;years, but that 
man will pay you anything you ask him. He is m your power 
and you can rum him. But beware how you take his money; there 
is a life after death." 

As she got up to go she asked me how much I charged. I said, 
" Nothing for the reading, but $2 for my time." I never guarantee 
anything, as we can not and be honest. , Gentlemen, I also told her 
she would leave this city very suddenly to avoid a disagreeable 
condition. She asked would she go south. I said, " No; toward 
the water." She said,. "Atlantic City~" I said, "Maybe." (She 
went to Chicago after this hearing.) 

I avoided ~iving her any direct information other than I have 
stated regardmg her work. She asked me what I thought of Hou­
dini. I said, " I never felt so sorry for anyone in my life; that 
he had so much good in him and was destroying himself." She 
ask€d me his motive; did I believe he was working for a church. I 
said, "No." I had heard he was, but I did not ·believe it, or that it 
was for publicity-he did not need it; but that he was a fanatic~ 
and if he kept on exciting his mind to the state it was in it must 
of necessity snap and he would find himself in an insane asylum. 

Gentlemen, we can not afford to take such chances. There is a 
certain law of retribution. Mr. Houdini has placed so many people 
mentally in the asylum in these talks that his thought may return 
to him and place him there. Thought is the most powerful current 
in life to-day, and in seeking to destroy others Houdini is destroying 
hiinself. · 

[To a newspaper correspondent:] I did not expect disrespect from 
the press. Do not laugh. 

I said, "I would like to protect him against himself;" that our 
creed taught us to love our ·enemies, not to hate them; and to lift 
them up: All that I said, Mr. Chairman, regarding the vVhite 
House was used figuratively, as a matter of speech; that Houdini 
need not think in this bill that he was dealing merely with gypsy 
folk who crossed your palm for a few pennies, or a medium who 
faked or defrauded, but that in the ~hadow of the White House 
spiritualism had penetrated, and in my mind I w-ns thinking of 
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Mrs. H arding, who openly visited mediums and many connected

with her during Mr. H arding' s administration;  and that spiritual-

ism was investigated and realized in the homes of wealth and re-

finement, where, thank  God, it was being lifted out of the mire of

trick ery to the scientific platform upon which it belonged;  that

this bill would bring a vigorous protest from this powerful element

to bear upon C ongress.

S piritualism, gentlemen, is the coming science of the world;  it

is the unfolding of a new sense within man of which he is not

fully aware. Mediums of intelligence do not claim to possess super-

natural power which belongs alone to them. It is the slow mark  of

civilization along lines called psychic. W hen pursued properly by

study of nature and self-development, it awak ens within man God-

given q ualities and powers. The C hrist has said, " A s a man think -

eth, so also is he."  W e can not attune our minds to receive the

melodies and harmonies of the spirit world without becoming more

lik e unto the divine presence we call God.

This man H oudini, who speak s evil, sees evil, hears nothing but

evil;  who stands here in the midst of lawmak ers and utters evil

words against scientists and the commonest trick ster, who sees no

good in anything, has been practicing trick ery and fraud for so

long that all men are trick sters to him. H e j udges everyone who

differs from his opinion as a trick ster or a dupe of a trick ster.

W hat does he k now of anything pure or holy?  H e speak s from

his heart and mind. A  tree is j udged by its fruits. H is foul lan-

guage and his insinuations are the fruits of a mind either in one or

two states— vilely polluted and common or on the verge of fanatical

decay.

I remark ed to his decoy that I felt sorry that a man who had had

such a wonderful career and record as a magician should allow him-

self to end his career in this manner;  for I said, "  W hen Mr. H oudini

brought this rotten work  of his to C ongress and tried to hypnotize

our C ongressmen and S enators into passing a bill which violates the

sacred rights of the citizens of the United S tates, he has met his

W aterloo. S uch a bill as he proposes can never be enacted, because

it is unconstitutional.

S he then ask ed me to what organization did I belong. I said, "  To

the A merican O rder of the W hite C ross S ocietas,"  which has duly

organized as a religious assembly of the District of C olumbia to set

forth the doctrine of spiritual science and to have perpetual ex ist-

ence;  and I showed her the paper granting us that privilege, which

paper I now present to you [ offering document to the committee] .

I also gave her one of our church papers and invited her to our

morning service, which is held at 11 a. m. every S unday in the

L ' A iglon S alon, E ighteenth S treet and C olumbia R oad, in the day-

light

H ere is a circular regarding the doctrine I set forth and which

is sold for the sum of $ 5 for 10 lessons [ submitting another docu-

ment] . S imilar courses in other creeds sell for $ 25 or more. W e

wish to educate people to the. fix ed laws of nature and teach them to

reconstruct their lives along higher lines of right think ing and

C hrist consciousness. O ur mediums are called spiritual science ad-

visers. W e do ordain ministers after passing our board, but they

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

76 FORTU~E. TELLING 

Mrs. Harding, who openly visited mediums and many connected 
with her durin~ Mr. Harding's administration; and that spiritual­
ism was investigated and realized in the homes of wealth and re• 
finement, where, thank God, it was being lifted out of the mire of 
trickery to the scientific platform upon which it belonged; that 
this bill would bring a vigorous protest from this powerful element 
to bear upon Congress. 

Spiritualism, gentlemen, is the coming science of the world; it 
is the unfolding of a new sense within man of which he is not 
fully aware. Mediums of intelligence do not claim to possess super­
natural power which belongs alone to them. It is the slow mark of 
civilization along lines called psychic. '\Vhen pursued properly by 
study of nature and self-development, it awakens within man God­
given qualities and powers. The Christ has said, "As a man think­
eth, so also is he." We can not attune our minds to receive the 
melodies and harmonics of the spirit world without becoming more 
like unto the divine I?resence we call God. 

This man Houdim, who speaks evil, sees evil, hears nothing but 
evil; who stands here in the midst of lawmakers and utters evil 
words against scientists and the commonest trickster, who sees no 
good in anything, has been practicing trickery and fraud for so 
long that all men are tricksters to him. He judges everyone who 
differs from his opinion as a trickster or a dupe of a trickster. 

What does he know of anything pure or holy 1 He speaks from 
his heart and mind. A tree is judged by its fruits. His foul lan­
guage and his insinuations are the fruits of a mind either in one or 
two states-vilely polluted and common or on the verge of fanatical 
decay. 

I remarked to his decoy that I felt sorry that a man who had had 
isuch a wonderful career and record as a magician should allow him­
self to end his career in this manner; for I said," When Mr. Houdini 
brought this rotten work of his to Congress and tried to hypnotize 
our Congressmen and Senators into passing a bill which violates the 
sacred rights of the citizens of the United States, he has met his 
Waterloo. Such a bill as he proposes can never be enacted, because 
it is unconstitutional. 

She then asked me to what organization did I belong. I said, " To 
the American Order of the 'Vhite Cross Societas," which has duly 
organized as a religious assembly of the District of Columbia to set 
:forth the doctrine of spiritual science and to have perpetual exist­
ience · and I showed her the paper granting us that privilege, which 
pape'r I now present to you Loffering document to the committee]. 

I also gave her one of our church papers and invited her to our 
morning service, which is held at 11 a. m. every Sunday in the 
L'Aiglon Salon, Eighteenth Street and Columbia Road, in the day-
light. . . . . 

Here is a circular regardmg the doctrme I set forth and which 
is sold for the sum of $5 for 10 lessons [submitting another docu­
ment]. Similar courses in other creeds sell for $25 or more. We 
wish to educate peoJ>le to the.fixed laws of nature and teach them to 
reconstruct their hves along higher lines of ri~ht thinking and 
Christ consciousness. Our mediums are called spiritual science ad­
visers. We do ordain ministers after passing our board, but they 
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must serve a licentiate of two years or more;  become proficient in

our doctrine and live a life of purity. To be a minister is very

different from being a member or an adviser.

S ince Mr. H oudini' s last visit we have had 17 applications for

ordination and refused every one. O nly two well-k nown mediums

of unreproachable reliability have been admitted as advisers.

I heard Mr. Terry once say that " Billy S unday was the best

advertiser the devil had, " and I want to state right here that Mr.

H oudini has almost work ed the mediums of W ashington to death

by his generous advertising campaigns. It is a commonly k nown

fact that the more you paint a thing with evil the more it awak ens

a human desire to eat the apple. But in this case people came to

find devils and have found angels, and Mr. H oudini has lost ground

in his statements.

In my opinion, gentlemen, Mr. H oudini singled Madam Marcia

and myself out, as we were the only two who had the pleasure of

speak ing before this committee previously. I also think  he k new

that I would be q uick  to resent his untruth regarding the W hite

H ouse and thought I would sue him for libel, as too many have

foolishly done. But he has missed his shot with me. In olden days

k nights crossed swords with their eq uals and Mr. H oudini has

shown himself to be a foe unworthy of my steel. I shall not give

him the pleasure of having me sue him for slander and libel, al-

though I have a right. I shall merely mak e this full statement as

an apology for. Mr. H oudini' s remark s regarding the W hite H ouse

and repudiate them, as in any manner emanating from me, and

treat this man in the future with the contempt he has merited from

all decent people.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. Bloom, mak e it short.

Mrs. C oates. S weet, Mr. Bloom;  short and sweet.

Mr. Bloom. I tak e it how short it is going to be depends on your

answers. In what way will this bill affect your faith?

Mrs. C oates. N ot in the least, because I am of a religious organi-

zation and so recognized.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou do not do any fortune telling?

Mrs. C oates. Do any sleight of hand?

Mr. Bloom. N o. Y ou j ust try to answer me. Y ou do not predict

the future, do you?

Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, when I cross-ex amined you— I think

I cross-ex amined you before the S enate committee— I ask ed what

you meant by " predicting the future."  Mr. H oudini has answered

that q uestion to you to-day when he said that mediums not only

have premonitions about ourselves but about other people who come

to us. H oudini says there is no obj ection to premonitions, and I

understand you and H oudini are united on this subj ect. I do not

k now how to answer you unless you tell me what fortune-telling is.

Y ou do not obj ect to my having premonitions. I would -say I do

not predict the future;  I have premonitions.

Mr. Bloom. Do you predict that a person could invest his money

in a certain thing and mak e a fortune out of it?

Mrs. C oates. O h, no;  I try not to.

Mr. Bloom. Do you tell fortunes?

Mrs. C oates. W hat do you call " telling fortunes " ?

Mr. Bloom. Predicting the future.
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must serve a licentiate of two {ears or more; become proficient ·in 
our doctrine and live a life o purity. To be a minister is. very 
different from bein~ a member or an adviser. 

Since Mr. Houdmi's last visit we have had 17 applications for 
ordination and refused every one. Only two well-known mediums 
of unreproachable reliability have been admitted as advisers. 

I heard Mr. Terry once say that "Billy Sunday was the best 
advertiser the devil had, "and I want to state right here that Mr. 
lloudini has almost worked the mediums of Washington to death 
by his generous advertising campaigns. It is a commonly known 
fact that the more you paint a thing with evil the more it awakens 
o. human desire to eat the apple. But in this case people came tC! 
!ind .devils and have found angels, and Mr. Houdini has lost ground 
in his statements. 

In my opinion, gentlemen, Mr. Houdini singled Madam Marcia 
11.Ild myself out, as we were the only two who had the pleasure of 
speaking before this committee previously. I also think he knew 
that I would be quick to resent his untruth regarding the White 
House and thought I would sue him for libel, as too many have 
foolishly done. But he has missed his shot with me. In olden days 
knights crossed sword.s with their equals and Mr. Houdini has 
shown himself to be a foe unworthy of my steel. I shall not give 
him the pleasure of having me sue him for slander and libel,. al- · 
though I have a right. I shall merely make this full statement as 
an apology foi;. Mr. Houdini's remarks regarding the 'Vhite House 
and repudiate them, as in any manner emanating from me, and 
treat this man in the future with the contempt he has merited from 
all decent people. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mr. Bloom, make it short. 
Mrs. CoATES. Sweet, Mr. Bloom; short and sweet. 
Mr. BLOOM. I take it how short it is going to be depends on your 

answers. In what way will this bill affect your faith~ 
Mrs. CoATES. Not in the least, because I am of a religious organi-

zation and so recognized. 
Mr. BLOOM. You do not do any fortune telling~ 
Mrs. CoATES. Do any sleight of hand~ 
~Ir. B1.00M. No. You just try to answer me. You do not predict 

the future, do you~ 
Mrs. CoATES. Mr. Bloom, when I cross-examined you-I think 

I cross-examined you before the Senate committee-I asked what 
you meant by" predicting the future." Mr. Houdini has answered 
that question to you to-day when he said that mediums not only 
have premonitions about ourselves but about other people who come 
to us. Houdini says there is no objection to premonitions, and I 
understand you and Houdini are united on this subject. I do not 
know how to answer you unless you tell me what fortune-telling is. 
You do not object to my having p.remonitions. I would -say I do 
not predict the future; I have premonitions. 

Mr. BLOOM. Do you predict that a person could invest his money 
in a certain thing and make a fortune out of it~ 

:Mrs. CoATES. Oh, no; I try not to. 
Mr. BLOOM. Do you tell fortunes~ 
Mrs. COATES. What do you call " telling fortunes "~ 
Mr. BLOOM. Predicting the future . 

• 
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Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, are you a lawyer?

Mr. Bloom. N o;  I never was. That is one thing I did not do.

Mrs. C oates. If a client comes to a lawyer and says to that lawyer,

" W hat would you do about such and such an investment,"  the lawyer

might say, "  In my opinion, that might be a good investment."  If.

the person desiring an opinion comes and says, " I would lik e you

to give an opinion about this investment,"  have I not a right to say,

" My opinion would be so and so" ?

Mr. Bloom. Do you want the right in the District of C olumbia to

tell fortunes and predict the future?

Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, when I found that in order to interview

my people I had to tak e out that license, I went down to the license

bureau and said, "  I am not going to tak e out that license. I do not

consider in my work  that I ought to have to pay a license for it.

If I can help the people, I want to help them."  A nd he said, " Y ou

can not do work  unless you tak e out a clairvoyant license."  I said,

" I am not going to be deterred from doing my work ,"  but I did not

want to be put in the class of gypsy q ueens.

Mr. Bloom. The law does not mention spiritualists at all, does it?

Mrs. C oates. But they class spiritualists as mediums;  they class

them all as mediums;  they mak e no distinction. Mr. Bloom, that is

the q uestion. The reason, it seemed to me, that mediums should be

tak en out of the class of clairvoyants should be clear.

Mr. Bloom. If you are not in the class, why

Mrs. C oates (interposing). Because they do not allow us to give

interviews to the people without licenses.

Mr. Bloom. Kindly wait until I finish my q uestion.

Mrs. C oates. A ll right.

Mr. Bloom. If the law does not in any way mention or restrict

spiritualism as a faith, why should the spiritualists be concerned

about this bill?

Mrs. C oates. Because we are not permitted to give interviews to

people without tak ing out a license. It is so considered in the Dis-

trict of C olumbia.

Mr. Bloom. The law does not say that. The law says " that by

conducting business with profit or gain, directly or indirectly, when

permitted to practice their calling in the District of C olumbia

with reference to predicting the future."  Is there anything in the

spiritualistic faith or any of the book s published that gives any

spiritualist the right of predicting the future?

Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, spiritualism is back ed by the H ebrew

Bible, and the H ebrew Bible was composed of prophecies by

prophets and seers;  and if you raise that q uestion and say we

shall not prophesy, then you are condemning the Bible.

Mr. H ammer. Does it not condemn soothsayers, astrologists, and

fortune tellers?

Mrs. C oates. N o;  it condemns those with an evil spirit. W e

have evil controls as well as good controls.

Mr. H ammer. God does not reveal his prophecies to men. The

Book  of R evelations is sealed now. Y ou claim it is not, and that

you do prophesy as the O ld Testament prophets did?

Mrs. C oates. May I tell you something that happened yesterday—

and I have a witness in a newspaper reporter. May I tell you

that. I ask  you?  W hat would you call this?
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·Mrs. CoATES. Mr. Bloom, are you a lawyer~ 
Mr. BLOOM. No; I never was. That is one thing I did not do. 
Mrs. COATES. If a client comes to a lawyer and says to that lawyer, 

"What would you do about such and such an investment," the· lawyer 
might say, "In my opinion, that might be a good investment." If. 
the person desiring an opinion comes and says, " I would like you 
to give an opinion about this investment," have I not a right to say, 
"My opinion would be so and so.,, 1 

Mr. BLOOM. Do you want the right in the District of Columbia to 
tell fortunes and predict the future 1 

Mrs. COATES. Mr. Bloom, when I found that in order to interview 
my people I had to take out that license, I went down to the license 
bureau and said, " I ain not going to take out that license. I do not 
consider in my work that I ought to have to pay a license for it. 
If I can help the people, I want to help them." And he said," You 
can not do work unless you take out a clairvoyant license." I said, 
" I am not going to be deterred from doing my work," but I did not 
want to be put in the class of gypsy queens. 

Mr. BLOOM. The law does not mention spiritualists at all, does iH 
Mrs. CoATES. But they class spiritualists as mediums; they cla~s 

them all as mediums; they make no distinction. Mr. Bloom, that is 
the question. The reason, it seemed to me, that mediums should be 
taken out of the class of clairvoyants should be clear. 

Mr. BLOOM. If you are not in the class, why--
Mrs. COATES (interposing). Because they do not a.I.low us to give 

interviews to the people wit.hout licenses. 
Mr. BLOOM. Kindly wait until I finish my question. 
Mrs. CoA'I'ES. All right. 
l\fr. BLOOM. If the law does not in any way mention or restrict 

spiritualism as a faith, why should the ·spiritualists be concerned 
about this bill 1 · 

Mrs. CoATES. Because we are not permitted to give interviews to 
people without taking out a license. It is so considered in the Dis­
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. BLOOM. The law does not sav that. The law says "that by 
conducting business with profit or gain, directly or indirectly, when 
permitted to practice their calling in the District of Columbia 
with reference to predicting the future." Is there anything in the 
spiritualistic faith or any of the books published that gives any 
:;piri.tualist the right of predicting the future 1 . • 

Mrs. CoATES. Mr. Bloom, spiritualism is backed by the Hebrew 
Bible, and the Hebrew Bible was composed of prophecies by 
prophets and seers; and if you raise that question and say we 
shall not prophesy, then you are condemning the Bible. 

Mr. HAMMER. Does it not condemn soothsayers, astrologists, and 
fortune tellers~ 

~frs. CoATES. No; it condemns those with an evil spirit. We 
have evil controls as well as good controls. 

Mr. HAMMER. God does not reveal his prophecies to men. The 
Book of Revelations is sealed now. You claim it is not, and tha.t 
you do prophesy as the Old Testament prophets did~ · . · 

Mrs. CoATES. May I tell you something that happened yesterday­
and I have a witness in a newspaper reporter. May I tell you 
that, I ask you~ What would you call this l 

• 
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I had come to me following this meeting of Tuesday for an

interview the representative of a prominent newspaper. H e came

into my room. I had never seen him, so far as I k now, before.

Mrs. Krone, of the Theosophical S ociety, was sitting there with me,

and suddenly what we call " a condition"  came over me. H e was

talk ing, and he mentioned his father' s and mother' s names, and

it came to me;  I said, " My dear sir, your mother died in a hospital

while she was being operated on."  H e said " Y es " ;  and I said,

" W ell, was there a young girl named Gerald? "  " Geraldine."

" Y es. A n old gentleman named W illiam, who wears a long coat."

" That is my grandfather."

W illiam is a very common name;  Geraldine is not.

There was a little trouble, but the mother wants me to assure you of her

love and affection and everything was all right when she passed out.

The gentleman said, " W hat is this "  ? "  This is mediumship."

A nd he said, " There was a difference between my mother and my-

self, and I could not get to her bedside, and you don' t k now what

a comfort it is to k now that she forgave me before she died."

H ave we the right to do that;  is that prophesy?

Mr. Bloom. N o. Is there anything in this bill that prevents you

doing the same thing you have ex plained here?  W hat in this bill

would prevent you doing that?

Mrs. C oates. R ead the bill.

Mr. Bloom. I am going to read the rights.

Mr. McL eod. There are two other witnesses to be heard.

Mrs. C oates. May I say this, that Mr. Terry and Mr. S track ,

of the N ational S piritualist C hurch, have not had an opportunity

to speak , and they are better posted on those things than I am. I

would lik e them to answer that q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. Imposing a license tax  on mediums, clairvoyants,

soothsayers, fortune tellers, or palmists, applications for license. Do

you come in that class?  Unless you as a spiritualist or medium do

these things, you do not come in that class. W hat is there in the

faith of spiritualism that even says you can do these things?

Mrs. C oates. I have ask ed you what you consider a fortune teller.

W hen you tell me that I will tell you whether I claim to be in that

class.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou say that this bill is unconstitutional?

Mrs. C oates. I think  it is.

Mr. Bloom. W ould you k indly tell me what city in the United

S tates there is that you would be satisfied to work  or continue under

the regulations and laws of that city, outside of the District of

C olumbia?

Mrs. C oates. Mr. Bloom, may I answer that by mak ing this state-

ment, that I consider we had no trouble in the District of C olumbia

until Mr. H oudini entered in to find trouble for us.

Mr. Bloom. Is there any city in the United S tates that allows you

to do those things?

Mrs. C oates. I do not k now the map as well as Mr. H oudini.

A nd may I say that the police of the District of C olumbia have been

able to handle the District of C olumbia in safety and peace to its

citizens until H oudini told them they didn' t k now their business;

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

\ 
PORTUNE TELLING 79 

I had come to me following this meeting of Tuesday for an 
interview the representative of a prominent newspaper. He came 
into my room. I had never seen him, so far as I know, before. 
Mrs. Krone, of the Theosophical Society, was sitting there with me, 
and suddenly what we call " a condition " came over me. He was 
talking, and he mentioned his father's and mother's names, and 
it came to me; I said, " My dear sir, your mother died in a hospital 
while she was being operated on." He said "Yes"; and I said; 
"Well, was there a young girl named Gerald~" "Geraldine.' 
"Yes. An old gentleman named William, who wears a long coat." 
"That is my grandfather." . 

William is a very common name; Geraldine is not. 
There was a little trouble, but the mother wants me to assure you of her 

love and affection and everything was all right when she passed out. 

The gentleman said, "What is this "~ " This is mediumshi p." 
And h~ said, " There was a difference between my mother and my­
self, and I could not get to her bedside, and you don't know what 
a comfort it is to know that she forgave me before she died." 

Have we the right to do that; is tha.t prophesy~ 
~fr. BLOOM. No. Is there anything in this bill that prevents you 

doing the same thin~ you have explained here? What in this bill 
would prevent you ctomg that.~ 

Mrs. CoATES. Read the bill. 
Mr. BLOOM. I am going to read the rights. 
Mr. McLEOD. There are two other witnesses to be heard. 
Mrs. CoATES. May I say this, that Mr. Terry and Mr. Strack, 

of the National Spiritualist Church, have not had an opportun,ity 
to speak, and they are better posted on those things than I am. I 
would like them to answer that questi9n. 

Mr. BLOOM. Imposing a license tax on mediums, clairvoyants, 
soothsayers, fortune tellers, or palmists, applications for license. Do 
you come in that class? Unless you as a spiritualist or medium do 
these things, you do not come in that class. What is there in the 
faith of spiritualism that even says you can do these things~ 

Mrs. CoATES. I have asked you what you consider a fortune teller. 
"\Vhen you tell me that I will tell you whether I claim to be in that 
class. 

Mr. BLOOM. You say that this bill is unconstitutional~ 
Mrs. CoATES. I think it is. 
Mr. BLOOM. 'Vould you kindly tell me what city in the United 

States there is that you would be satisfied to work or continue under 
the regulations and laws of that city, outside of the District of 
Columbia~ 

Mrs. COATES. Mr. Bloom, may I answer that by making this state­
ment, that I consider we had no trouble in the District of Columbia 
until Mr. Houdini entered in to find trouble for us. 

Mr. BLOOM. Is there any city in the United States that allows you 
to do those things~ 

Mrs. COATES. I do not know the map as well as Mr. Houdini. 
And may I say that the police of the District of Columbia have been 
able to handle the District of Columbia in safety and peace to its 
citizens until Houdini told them they didn't know their business; 
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and the committees of both H ouses of C ongress have been handling

the business to the absolute satisfaction of the people of the District

of C olumbia, and I would lik e to k now what it is all about anyway.

Mr. Bloom. They allowed F enning to continue until he was found

out;  that is the way we are going to try and correct this thing. W e

have found out the evil and we are going to try to correct it.

Mr. R athbone. Mr. C hairman, I move that we proceed to call

the other people whose names have been mentioned and give them

an opportunity to be heard.

Mr. H ammer. I want to ask  the witness one q uestion.

Mr. Bloom. I want to mak e a statement.

Mr. H ammer. I want to ask  the witness one q uestion. I ask ed

Mr. H oudini of what nationality he was, and I want to ask  you the

same q uestion.

Mrs. C oates. Y ou want to k now that of me, sir?

Mr. H ammer. Y es.

Mrs. C oates. I am the daughter of R . R . Boarman, a prominent

family of Maryland. My family were at first C atholics. F ather

Thomas is my father' s cousin.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou were born in A merica?

Mrs. C oates. Y es. H oudini says he was born in O hio of J ewish

parentage.

Mr. H ammer. H e told us q uite frank ly.

Mrs. C oates. W ill you ask  him if he still practices J udiaism?

Mr. H ammer. W hat if he does?  I am not blaming you for being

a R oman C atholic.

Mrs. C oates. I am not a R oman C atholic;  I was brought up an

E piscopalian. I am not saying anything about R oman C atholics.

A  large number of our patrons are R oman C atholics.

Mr. R athbone. This committee is not considering any matters of

that k ind.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. C hairman, I want to mak e the statement now

that if I am not permitted to ask  these q uestions now I am going

to withdraw.

Mr. McL eod. There are yet two witnesses to be heard.

Mrs. C oates. I will be perfectly willing to be q uestioned by any

one of you.

S TA TE ME N T O F  A L F R E D H . TE R R Y , PA S TO R  O F  F IR S T S PIR ITUA L -

IS T C H UR C H  O F  W A S H IN GTO N , 131 C  S TR E E T N E , W A S H IN GTO N ,

D. C .

Mr. Terry. I will be perfectly willing to be q uestioned by any

one of you. It will only tak e 10 minutes to mak e my statement,

after which you can q uestion me as much as you desire.

My name is A lfred H . Terry. I have lived in this city since

about 8 years of age. I have been a public speak er and medium

since I was 16. I have tak en a license in this city to do my work

for over 20 years, and I have been pastor of the F irst S piritualist

C hurch for the past 10 years.

The people of this country are crying out not for more laws but

for less legislation. The leading legal lights in the land declare

that the trouble lies in the fact that we have too many laws.
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Mr. McL eod. Mr. Terry, would it be possible for you to present

your statement for the record or leave it to the committee for in-

sertion?

Mr. R athbone. If you would j ust state in a few words what your

obj ection is to the bill.

Mr. Terry. I think  it is very important that you gentlemen should

have my testimony concerning H oudini as you have H oudini' s

testimony concerning us. [ A pplause.]  H e got up here and ask ed

for 5 minutes and he consumed over 20.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. C hairman, I am in favor of giving the gentle-

man some other time if he can not complete his statement now.

Mr. Terry. I can complete it in eight minutes.

Mr. H ammer. I hope you will do it and not try to follow Mr.

H oudini' s bad ex ample.

Mr. Terry. Y ou call me down if I do.

Mr. R athbone. If you will confine yourself right to the subj ect

matter of this bill and state what your obj ections to it are, then,

if you please, j ust state in a brief way what your position is and

avoid personalities, I am sure it will be for the best.

The citizens of the District of C olumbia are weary of these pro-

fessional reformers who come into our city to foster on us by law

their pet ideas of reform. This city has become a Mecca for every

crank  and fanatical reformer in the country, whose supreme idea

is to get some bill through.

Mr. McL eod. Mr. Terry, is it not possible

Mr. Terry. Mr. H oudini is of this type, no matter how level

headed he may be

Mr. R athbone. I move that the gentleman present his statement

and we will see whether it should go in the record.

Mr. Terry. S uppose I cut that out?

Mr. R athbone. C onfine yourself to the bill. W e will tak e your

statement and read it.

Mr. Terry. This bill strik es at the most vital part of our reli-

gion, for if it becomes a law it will muzzle our mediums, who are

the ex ponents of our religion, and without whom our religion can

not ex ist. The work  of our mediums in giving private interviews,

in which they ex ercise the gifts of prophecy

Mr. Bloom. L et me ask  you a q uestion.

Mr. Terry. N ot until I get through.

Mr. Bloom. I ask  permission of the C hair

Mr. H ammer. I think  the witness should control his time. I

obj ect to the q uestion, if the witness obj ects to it.

Mr. Bloom. I ask ed the chairman if I should be permitted to ask

the q uestion and he said yes.

Mr. H ammer. I think  we should respect the witness' s feeling.

Mr. Bloom. O h, if you want to get the facts

Mr. H ammer. Get the facts when he gets through.

Mr. Terry (continuing). A nd the discerning of spirits is as vital

a part of our religion as that of the religious ex ercises of the repre-

sentatives of any other religion, for which money is paid directly

or indirectly.

The C hristian S cience practitioners demonstrate their religion

in their private healing treatments and receive a fee for so doing.
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FORTUNE TELLING 81 

Mr. McLEOD. Mr. Terry, would it be possible for you to present 
your statement for the record or leave 1t to the committee for in-
sertion~ · 

Mr. RATHBONE. If Lou would just state in a few words what your 
objection is to the bil . 

Mr. TERRY. I think it is very important that you gentlemen should 
have my tes~mony concernmg Houdini as you have Houdini's 
testimony concerning us. [Applause.] He got up here and asked 
for 5 minutes and he consumed over 20. 

Mr. HAMllF,R. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of giving the gentle­
man some other time if he can not complete his statement now. 

Mr. TERltY. I can complete it in eight m~nutes. 
Mr. HAMMER. I hope you will do it and not try to follow Mr. 

Houdini's bad example. 
Mr. TERRY. You call me down if I do. 
Mr. RATHBONE. If you will confine yourself right to the subject 

matter of this bill and state what your objections to .it are, then, 
if you please, just state in a brief way what your position is and 
avoid personalities, I am sure it w.ill be for the best. 

The citizens of the District of Columbia are weary of these pro­
fessional reformers who come into. our city to foster on us by law 
their pet .ideas of reform. This city has become a Mecca for every 
crank and fanatical reformer in the country, whose supreme idea 
is to get some bill through. 

Mr. McLEOD. Mr. Terry, is it not possible--
Mr. TERRY. Mr. Houdini is of this type, no matter how level 

headed he may be-- · 
Mr. RATHBONE. I move that the gentleman present h,is statement 

and we will see whether it should go in the record. 
Mr. TERRY. Suppose I cut that out~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. Confine yourself to the bill. We will take your 

statement and read it. 
Mr. TERRY. This bill strikes at the most vital part of our reli­

gion, for if it becomes a law it will muzzle our mediums, who are 
the exponents of our religion, and without whom our religion can 
not exist. The work of our mediums in giving private interviews, 
in which they exercise the gifts of prophecy--

Mr. BLOOM. Let me ask you a question. 
Mr. TERRY. Not until I get through. · 
Mr. BLOOM. I ask permission of the Chair--
?tfr. HAMMER. I think the witness should control his time. I 

object to the question, if the witness objects to it. 
Mr. BLOOM. I asked the chairman if I should be permitted to ask 

the question and he said yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. I think we should respect the witness's feeling. 
Mr. BLOOM. Oh, if you want to get the facts--
Mr. HAMMER. Get the facts when he gets through. 
Mr. TERRY (continuing). And the discerning of spirits is as vital 

a part of our religion as that of the religious exercises of the repre­
sentatives of any other religion, for which money is paid directly 
or indirectly. 

The Christian Science practitioners demonstrate their religion 
in their private healing treatments and receive a fee for so doing. 
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The mediums demonstrate the religion of spiritualism in their private

interviews and receive a fee for so doing. The principle is the same

in both cases.

I want to speak  of the license law. C oncerning the license law,

Mr. S ol Bloom declared mediums didn' t have to tak e out a license.

I have had to tak e out a license for over 20 years in this city. The

license law is a wise and j ust one, and if properly enforced would

solve the problem of k eeping fak es from work ing in this city. This

law was brought into being through the united efforts of Mr. Theo-

dore J . Mayer, a well k nown business man of this city, the then

three commissioners of the District of C olumbia and S enator J . K.

J ones, of A rk ansas, and J . C . Pritchard, of S outh C arolina.

The conditions of this act were these: A ny person applying for

a license must be a resident of this city for one year, should be

vouched for as a reliable citizen by the F irst S piritualist C hurch,

after which he or she should present to the superintendent of police

an application accompanied by 10 letters from as many reliable busi-

ness and professional men of this city, certifying to the good charac-

ter of the applicant, these indorsements to be investigated by the

lieutenant of police;  and then upon payment of $ 25 a license should

be issued.

Mr. R athbone. Do you agree to be interrupted now?

Mr. Bloom. I will ask  you a q uestion: H ow many churches has the

F irst S piritualist C hurch?

Mr. Terry. In this city?

Mr. Bloom. H ow many different branches?

Mr. Terry. There is the Unity S piritualist C hurch, of which Mr.

S track  is pastor. Mrs. C oates has an organization.

Mr. Bloom. But it is not only one church;  there are several?

Mr. Terry. Mr. S track ' s and mine are both chartered under the

national spiritualist association.

Mr. Bloom. Is there any branch of the spiritualist faith that gives

you the right to predict the future or tell fortunes?

Mr. Terry. O h, yes.

Mr. Bloom. S how it to me.

Mr. Terry. It comes in the use of mediumship.

Mr. Bloom. Please remember that what I am trying to get at is

the predicting of the future. I would lik e to have you show me in

any of the pamphlets or any documents I have received from all the

spiritualistic faith where it gives you the right to predict the future

or tell fortunes.

Mr. Terry. It permits the use of spiritual gifts, and one of these

spiritual gifts is that of prophecy.

Mr. Bloom. There is nothing permitting fortune telling?

Mr. Terry. O h, yes, there is.

Mr. Bloom. W ould you k indly show me?

Mr. Terry. I can not;  I haven' +  got them right here.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou say if we should prevent the spiritualist faith

from telling fortunes or practicing the future that it would affect

your faith?

Mr. Terry. It would affect our faith, because the police officers

can come in and arrest our mediums as soon as they mak e prophecy.

They are doing it in L ondon, E ngland. They have a prophecy law

made in the time of Q ueen E lizabeth.
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The mediums demonstrate the religion of spiritualism in their private 
interviews and receive a fee for so doing. The principle is the same 
in both cases. · 

I want to speak of the license law. Concerning the license law, 
Mr. Sol Bloom declared mediums didn't have to take out a license. 
I have had to take out a license for over 20 years in this city. The 
license law is a wise and just one, and if properly enforced would 
solve the problem of keeping fakes from working in this city. This 
law was brought into bemg through the united efforts of Mr. Theo­
dore J. Mayer, a well known business man of this city, the then 
three commissioners of the District of Columbia and Senator J. K. 
Jones, of Arkansas, and J. C. Pritchard, of South Carolina. 

The conditions of this act were these : Any person applying for 
a license must be a resident of this city for one year, should be 
vouched for as a reliable citizen by the First Spiritualist Church, 
after which he or she should present to the superint0:11cient of police 
an application accompanied by 10 letters from as many reliable busi­
ness and professional men of this city, certifying to the good charac­
ter of the applicant, these indorsements to be investigated by the 
lieutenant of police; and then up~m payment of $25 a license should 
be issued. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Do you agree to be interrupted now 9 
Mr. BLOOM. I will ask you a question: How many churches has the 

First Spiritualist Church? 
Mr. TERRY. In this city~ 
Mr. BLOOM. How many different branches~ 
Mr. TERRY. There is the Unity Spiritualist Church, of which Mr. 

Strack is pastor. Mrs. Coates has an organization. 
Mr. BLOOM. But it is not only one church; there are severaH 
Mr. TERRY. Mr. Strack's and mine are both chartered under the 

nanona l spiritualist association. 
Mr. BLOOM. Is there any branch of the spiritualist faith that gives 

you the right to predict the future or tell fortunes? 
Mr. TERRY. Oh, yes. 
~Ir. BLOOM. Show it to me. 
Mr. TERRY. It comes in the use of mediumship. 
Mr. BLOOM. Please remember that what I am trying to get at is 

the predicting of the future. I would like to have you show me in 
any of the pamphlets or any documents I have received from all the 
spiritualistic faith where it gives you the right to predict the future 
or tell fortunes. 

Mr. TERRY. It permits the use of spiritual gifts, and one of these 
spiritual gifts is that of prophecy. 

Mr. BLOOM. There is nothing permitting fortune telling~ 
Mr. TERRY. Oh, yes, there is. 
Mr. BLOOM. 'Vould you kindly show me? 
Mr. TERRY. I can not; I haven'+. got them right here. 
Mr. BiooM. You say if we should prevent the spiritualist faith 

from telling fortunes or practicing the future that it would affect 
· vour faith? 
~ J\fr. TERRY. It would affect our faith, beca'use the police officers 
can come in and arrest our mediums as soon as they make prophecy. 
They are doing it in London, England. They have a prophecy law 
made in the time of Queen Elizabeth. 
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Mr. Bloom. W hat law of what city in the United S tates would

you be willing to have enacted in the District of C olumbia?

Mr. Terry. I would have no law enacted;  there is no need for

such a law as this bill seek s to enact.

Mr. Bloom. W hat city is there in the United S tates that allows

you to do the things you want to be privileged to do in the District

of C olumbia?

Mr. Terry. I have work ed in most all N ew E ngland cities and

have never been molested.

Mr. Bloom. W hat law do you want?

Mr. Terry. N o law;  there is no need of a law.

Mr. Bl« om. Y ou want that law which will permit a license for

$ 25?

Mr. Terry. If that law was properly enforced there could not a

fak er work  in this city.

Mr. Bloom. H ow many fortune tellers are there in the District

of C olumbia?

Mr. Terry. I do not k now anything about it.

Mr. Bloom. H ow many are licensed in the United S tates outside

of the District of C olumbia?

Mr. Terry. I do not k now anything about that.

Mr. Bloom. Is it not a fact that there are more in the District

of C olumbia licensed than all the other cities put together in the

United S tates?

Mr. Terry. I could not say. But I do not think  so.

Mr. H ammer. Do you believe in fortune telling?

Mr. Terry. If it belongs to prophesy, yes. I believe in the power

of the prophet foretelling the future under certain conditions.

H istory has revealed that. J ulius C aesar' s wife had a dream and

" warned him not to go to the S enate on the day he was assassinated.

It has ex pressed itself in visions and dreams since the very begin-

ning of time.

Mr. R athbone. W e all k now that in ancient times everybody be-

lieved in it.

Mr. Terry. F lammarion, the F rench astronomer, has written a

book  in which he has gone into detail on these prophesies.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou believe that you have divine power?

Mr. Terry. I believe I have the same power that every man has

if he will use it, inasmuch as some are naturally more musical than

others or some are more artistically inclined than others. But by

use we build up these faculties.

Mr. Bloom. I am pretty musical and I can not do what you do.

Mr. Terry. I am speak ing as a preacher. I believe everybody is

spirit, and being spirit possess a spiritual power. E verybody does

not ex press it;  it req uires development, as any art or ability does.

Mr. R athbone. It seems to me that in considering this bill— and

that is the only thing really before us— it is very important to k now

j ust what the attitude of yourself and others of your creed, if I

may call it that, is in the matter of these charges that are made.

It would to my mind be one thing decidedly if yo' u simply charged,

as Mrs. C oates said, so much for your time, giving a person an

opportunity to hear your ex pression of opinion, or whether you

charged some amount that was in ex cess of that and of considerable

size. A nd a still more important consideration to my mind would
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FORTUNE TELLING 83 

Mr. BLOOM. What law of what city in the United States would 
you be willing to have enacted in the District of Columbia 1 

Mr. TERRY. I would have no law enacted; there is no need for 
such a law as this bill seeks to enact. 

Mr. BLOOM. What city is there in the United States that allows 
you to do the things you want to be privileged to do in the District 
of Columbia~ 

Mr. TERRY. I have worked in most all New England cities and 
have never been molested. 

Mr. Bwox. What law do ~ou want~ 
Mr. TERRY. No law; there is no need of a law. 
Mr. BL90M. You want that law which will permit a license for 

$25Y ' 
Mr. TERRY. If that law was properly enforced there could .not a 

taker work in this city. 
Mr. BLOOM. How many fortune tellers are there in the District 

of Columbia~ 
Mr. TERRY. I do not know anything about it. 
Mr. BLOOM. How many are licensed in the United States o'utside 

-of the District of Columbia~ 
Mr. TERRY. I do not know anything about that. 
Mr. BLOOM. Is it not a fact that there are more in the District 

-of Columbia licensed than all the other cities put together in the 
United States~ 

Mr. TERRY. I could not say. But I do not think so. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you believe in fortune telling~ · 
Mr. TERRY. If it belongs to prophesy, yes. I believe in the power 

of the prophet foretelling the future under certain conditions. 
History has revealed that. Julius Caesar's wife had a dream and 
warned him not .to go to the Senate on the day he was assassinated. 
It has expressed itself in visions and dreams since the very begin­
ning of time. 

Mr. RATHBONE. We all know that in ancient times everybody be­
lieved in it. 

Mr. TERRY. Flammarion, the French astronomer, has written a 
book in which he has gone into detail on these prophesies. 

Mr. RATHBONE. You believe that you have divine powed 
Mr. TERRY. I believe I have the same power that every man has 

if he will use it, inasmuch as some are naturally more musical than 
-others or some are more artistically inclined than others. But by 
use we build up these faculties. 

Mr. BLOOM. I am pretty musical and I can not do ,what you do. 
Mr. TERRY. I am s:peakmg as a preacher. I believe everybody is 

spirit, and being spirit possess a spiritual power. Everybody does 
not express it; it requires <levelopment, as any art or ability does. 

Mr. RATHBONE. It seems to me that in considering this bill-and 
that is the only thing really before us-it is very important to know 
just what the attitude of yourself and others of your creed, if I 
may call it that, is in the matter of these charges that are made. 
It would to my mind be one thing decidedly if yo'u simply charged, 
as Mrs. Coates said, so much for your time, giving a person an 
opportunity to hear your expression of opinion, or whether you 
charged some amount that was in excess of that and of considerable 
size. And a still more important consideration to my mind would 



84 F O R TUN E  TE L L IN G

be if there was anything speculative about it, for instance, if you

predicted and told a person where they could find a large sum of

money hidden away, and said: " If I will tell you where to find this

you will have to give me a thousand dollars,"  or something of that

sort. That would be totally different. Y o' u realize that distinction

and appreciate it yourself?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. Bathbone. W ill you please enlighten me upon that subj ect,

whether you charge so much, some small reasonable sum, for the

time you put in talk ing to a person and giving your opinion for

what it may be worth, or whether you go beyond that and charge

more, especially if it is of a contingent nature. Y ou understand

the point I mak e?

Mr. Terry. The charge I mak e is simply for my time. But even

then I do not tak e the people' s money unless they are satisfied with

what I have given them, even if they use my time. If they say,

" This reading is not satisfactory;  I do not feel that it is worth

$ 2 or $ 3,"  I simply say, " W ell and good, let it go."

Mr. McL eod. Then you do not charge for your time;  you charge

for your advice?

Mr. Terry. If I give valuable information, I tak e $ 2 or $ 3.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou charge for information?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. Bathbone. There is a bill to amend or change the law, and I

would lik e to ask  this q uestion: Tak e the hypothetical case that I

gave you: S uppose a person comes and says, " I need some money,"

and you feel that you can point them to the place where there is

some money hidden away. Y ou prophesy they can go to a certain

place and find it. W ould you, according to your creed, be j ustified in

charging any large sum lik e a thousand dollars?

Mr. Terry. I can not answer your q uestion, because I do not do

such work  and I never have.

Mr. Bloom. I want to insert the District law.

(The memorandum submitted is as follows:)

DIS TR IC T O F  C O L UMBIA  L A W

In order to become a registered medium, clairvoyant, soothsayer, fortune

teller, or palmist (by whatsoever name called) in the District, all that the

prospective medium has to do is to apply to the superintendent of licenses,

District Building, inclosing $ 25 and letters from 10 " credible"  residents that

he or she has resided in the District for one year and is of good character.

The letters are turned over to the superintendent of police, who turns them

over to the precinct in which the medium lives for investigation. If the pre-

cinct finds that the medium has resided in the District for a year, and that

the letters are bona fide, it reports back  to the police superintendent, who then

recommends issuance of the license. H e has no discretion, neither has the

superintendent of licenses. N o ex amination whatever is made of the medium' s

ability to do anything.

The law on the subj ect is found in the appropriation act of J uly 1, 1902, and

in an order promulgated by the District C ommissioners O ctober 15, 1902. The

act provides for the payment of the $ 25 and the approval of the police super-

intendent, and the order provides for the conditions under which the su-

perintendent shall approve.

Mr. Bathbone. Is it done by your people?

Mr. Terry. I do not think  it is done by any mediums I k now any-

thing about.
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84 FORTUNE TELLING 

be if there was anything speculative about it, for instance, if you 
predicted and told a person where theY. could find a large sum of 
money hidden away, and said: "If I will tell you where to find this 
you will have to give me a thousand dollars," or something of that 
sort. That would be totally different. Y o'u realize that distinction 
and appreciate it yourself~ 

Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Will you please enlighten me upon that subject, 

whether you charge so much, some small reasonable sum, for the 
time you put in talking to a person and giving your opinion for 
what it may be worth, or whether you go beyond that and charge 
more, especially if it is of a contingent nature. You vnderstand 
the point I make~ -

Mr. TERRY. The charge I make is simply for my time. But even 
then I do not take the people's money unless they are satisfied with 
what I have given them, even if they 'use my time. If they say~ 
" This reading is not satisfactory ; I do not feel that it is worth 
$2 or $3," I simply say, "Well and good, let it go." 

Mr. McLEOD. Then you do not charge for your time; you charge 
for your advice i 

Mr. TERRY. If I give valuable information, I take $2 or $3. 
Mr. McLEOD. You charge for information~ . 
Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. There is a bill to amend or change the law, and I 

would like to ask this question: Take the hypothetical case that I 
gave you: Suppose a person comes and says, ' I need some money," 
and you feel that you can point them to the place where there is 
some money hidden away. You prophesy they can go to a certain 
place and find it. Would you, according to yo'ur creed, be justified in 
charging any large 5um like a thousand dollars? . . 

Mr. TERRY. I can not answer your question, because I do not do 
such work and I never have. · 

Mr. BLOOM. I want to insert the District law. 
(The memorandum submitted is as follows:) 

DlSTR£CT OF COLUMBL~ LAY\'" 

In order to become a registered med~um, clairvoyant, soothsayer, fortune 
teller, or palmist (by whatsoever name called) in the District, all that the 
prospective medium has to do is to apply to the superintendent of licenses, 
District Building, inclosing $25 and letters from 10 " credible" residents that 
he or she has resided in the District for one year and is of good character. 
The letters are turned over to the superintendent of police, who turns them 
over to the precinct in which the medium lives for investigation. If the pre­
cinct finds that the medium has resided in the District for a year, and that 
the letters are bona fide, it reports back to the police superintendent, who then 
recommends issuance of the license. He has no discretion, neither has the 
superintendent of licenses. No examination whatever is made of the medium's 
a,bility to do anything. 

The law on the subject is found in the appropriation act of July 1, 1902, and 
in an order promulgated by the District Commissioners October 15, 1902. The 
act provides for the payment of the $25 and the approval of the police super­
intendent, and the order provides for the conditions under which the su­
perintendent shall approve. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Is it done by your people? 
Mr. TERRY. I do not think it is done by any mediums I know any­

thing about. 
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Mr. R athbone. Do reputable mediums confine themselves to a

mere charge for the time, or do they go beyond that?

Mr. Terry. I do not k now any that do;  I k now if people get

valuable information they pay me.

Mr. Bloom. Is it not a fact that according to the present law in

the District of C olumbia that you can enter into a partnership with

a person if you tell them that you can predict the future and tell

them how to mak e money?  L et me tell you what the law says— and

this is for your information.

Mr. R athbone. The members of the committee would lik e to have

a little opportunity— go on and finish.

Mr. Bloom. This is my bill. I want to show, following up, Mr.

R athbone, what the law is, that they are privileged to do this for

profit or gain;  in other words, they can enter into partnership for

profit or gain.

Mr. Terry. There is a law in this city against false pretenses.

Mr. R athbone. That has been brought out. Then, you claim you

do not go as far as the law permits you to go?

Mr. Terry. W ell, if the law permits that

Mr. R athbone. That would be correct. Y ou say you do not go

as far as ex isting law that has yet been read would allow you to go?

Mr. Terry. C ertainly not. I never enter into any partnership

with any one who comes to me.

Mr. H ammer. I want to ask  the gentleman a q uestion: Y ou call

these readings?

Mr. Terry. R eadings or interviews.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do the readings by talk ing to spirits that you

see in the room?

Mr. Terry. N ot always. Most of it is clairvoyance.

Mr. H ammer. A nd the other is telling the person that is paying

the money you can show more for $ 3 than you can for $ 2.

[ L aughter.]

Mr. Terry. W hen the persons want to go into more detail and

further into future conditions, which would naturally consume more

time, I charge $ 3. But when they are satisfied with an analysis

of the mental, the spiritual, the material, and the physical condition

of the present and of the outlook  of the immediate future, the fee

is $ 2.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do this by conversing with spirits?

Mr. Terry. O h, no.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou see spirits and they tell you?

Mr. Terry. I do, but in many of my readings there is not a spirit

message given in them They are merely psychic analysis of the

individual, mental, material, or physical and spiritual condition.

Mr. H ammer. But you do claim on certain occasions to see spirits

and commune with spirits?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. A nd obtain through a divine power

Mr. Terry. Through a natural power.

Mr. H ammer. Is it not divine, if you can see further than the

others?

Mr. Terry. N o. God is N ature— divine in the sense that N ature

is God.
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FORTUNE TELLING 85 

Mr. RATHBONE. Do reputable mediums confine themselves to a 
mere charge for the time, or do they go beyond that¥ 
· Mr. 'IEBRY. I do not know· any that do; I know if people get 
valuable information they pay me. . . . 

Mr. BLOOM. Is it not a fact that accordin~ to the· present law in 
the District of Columbia that yoll can enter mto a partnership with 
a person if you tell them that you can predict the future and tell 
them how to make money1 Let me tell you what the law says-and 
this is for your information. . . · 

Mr. RATHBONE. The members of the committee would like to have 
a little opportunity-go on and finish. ' 

Mr. BLOOM. This is my bill. I want to show, following up, Mr. 
Rathbone, what the law is, that they are privileged to do this for 
profit or gain; in other words, they can ·enter into partnership for 
profit or gain. . . 

Mr. TERRY. There is a law in this city against false pretenses. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That has been brought out. Then, you claim you 

do not go as far as the law permits you to go~ 
Mr. TERRY. Well, if the law perm1ts that--
Mr. RATHBONE. That would be. correct. You say you do not go. 

as far as existing la'! that has :yet been read w?uld allow you to g? ~ 
- Mr. TE!mY. Certamly not. ··I never enter mto any partnership 
with any one who comes to me. · · . 

Mr. HAMMER. I want to ask the gentleman a question: You call 
these readings ~ · . 

Mr. TERRY. Readings or interviews. . 
Mr. HAMMER. You do the readings by talking to spirits.that you 

see in the room Y . · : · . • 
Mr. TERRY. Not always. Most of it is clairvoyance. · 
Mr. HAMMER. And : the other is telling the person that is paying 

the money you can show more for $3 than you can fo.r . $2. 
[Laughter.] 
- Mr. ~ERRY. When th~ persons .want to go into more detail and 
further mto future cond1t1ons, which would naturally consume more 
time, I charge $3. But when they are satisfied with an analysis 
of the mental, the spiritual, the material, and the physical condition 
of the present and of the outlook of the immediate future, the . fee 
is $2. 

Mr. HA,MMER. You do this by conversing with spirits~ 
Mr. TERRY. Oh..;~ no. 
Mr. HAMMER. r ou see ·spirits and they tell you? 
Mr. TERRY. I do, but in many of my readings there is not a spirit 

message given in them They are merely psychic analysis of the 
individual, mental, material, or physical and spiritual condition. 

Mr. HAMMER. But you do claim on certain occasions to see spirits 
and commune with spirits? 

Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. And obtain through a divine power-­
Mr. TERRY. Throu~h a natural power. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is it not divine, if you can see further than the 

others¥ . · 
Mr. 'TERRY. No. God is Natur~ivine in the sense that Nature 

is God. 
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Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not believe in a personal God?

Mr. Terry. I believe in God, but I do not k now what God is.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not think  man was created in the image

of God?  Y ou do not believe the Bible to that ex tent?

Mr. Terry. I could not say.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not k now?

Mr. Terry. I do not k now. ,

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not teach that?

Mr. Terry. I do not k now.

Mr. H ammer. Do you preach the doctrine of the Bible or science

and evolution?

Mr. Terry. Y ou k now how the modernist stands?

Mr. H ammer. I have got some idea how they stand. N o two of

them agree with each other.

Mr. Terry. I merely speak  of that as illustration. W e have in

spiritualism all classes of people— we have C atholics and E pisco-

palians, we have Baptists and Unitarians.

Mr. H ammer. N one of them claim to commune with spirits.

Mr. Terry. W e have E piscopalian mediums.

Mr. H ammer. That claim divine power?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Do you belong to the same branch of the S piritual-

ism church that Mrs. C oates?

Mr. Terry. N o;  the same as Keverend S track .

Mr. H ammer. Do you ever sell love charms, or anything lik e

that?  [ L aughter.]

Mr. Terry. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Do you ever give advice on investments?

Mr. Terry. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. W hat is the advantage of predicting the future,

then?

Mr. Terry. W hy;  it generally tak es up matters of talents and

powers of the individual, their innate possibilities and gives in-

structions on how to mak e the most of life.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not tell a young girl how she can retain the

love of her sweetheart, do you?

Mr. Terry. N o.

Mr. H ammer. H ow will this bill be against you?

Mr. Terry. It is against prophecy and I mak e prophecies.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou predict the future?

Mr. Terry. I predict the future, if I tell a woman of the chances

of her being k illed.

Mr. H ammer. Don' t you think  you ought to be restrained?

Mr. Terry. N o;  I do not.

Mr. H ammer. I think  you should.

Mr. Terry. N ot if I can warn.

Mr. H ammer. W ould you mind telling what power can enable

you to tell what will happen?

Mr. Terry. By premonition.

Mr. H ammer. That is divine power.

Mr. Terry. W ell, you can call it divine.

Mr. Bloom. C an you tell the place on the street where that woman

will be k illed?

Mr. Terry. S uch things can be done.
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86 FOBTUNE TELLING 

Mr. HAMMER. You do not believe in a personal God~ 
Mr. TERRY. I believe in God, but I do not know what God is. 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not think man was created in the image 

of God? You do not believe the Bible to that extent¥ 
Mr. TERRY. I could not say. 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not know¥ 
Mr. TERRY. I do not lmow. · 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not teach that? 
Mr. TERRY. I do not know. . 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you preach the doctrine of the Bible or science 

and evolution? · 
Mr. TERRY. You know how the modernist stands¥ 
Mr. HAMMER. I have got some idea how they stand. No two of 

them agree with each other. 
Mr. TEJmy, I merely speak of that as illustration. We have in 

spiritualism all classes of people-we have Catholics and Episco­
palians, we have Baptists and Unitarians. 

Mr. HAMMER. None of them claim to commune with spirits. 
Mr. TERRY. We have Episcopalian mediums. 
Mr. HAMMER. That claim divine power¥ 
Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you belong to the same branch of the Spiritual­

ism church that Mrs. Coates? 
Mr. TERRY. No; the same as Reverend Strack. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you ever sell love charms, or anything like 

that? [Laughter.] 
Mr. TERRY. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you ever give advice on investments¥ 
Mr. TERRY. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. What is the ad vantage of predicting the future, 

then¥ 
Mr. TERRY. Why; it generally takes up matters of talents and 

powers of the individual, their innate possibilities and gives in­
structions on how to make the most of life . 

. Mr. HAMMER. You do not tell a young girl how she can retain the 
love of her sweetheart, do you ? 

Mr. TERRY. No. 
Mr. HAMMER. How will this bill be against you¥ 
Mr. TERRY. It is against prophecy and I make prophecies. 
Mr. HAMMER. You predict the future¥ 
Mr. TERRY. I predict the future, if I tell a woman of the chances 

of her being killed. 
Mr. HAMMER. Don't you think you ought to be restrained¥ 
Mr. TERRY. No; I do not. 
Mr. HAMl!ER. I think you should. . 
Mr. TERRY. Not if I can warn. 
Mr. HAMMER. Would you mind telling what power can enable 

you to tell what will happen~ 
Mr. TERRY. By premonition. 

· Mr. HAMMER. That is divine power. 
Mr. TERRY. Well, you can call it divine. 
Mr. BLOOM. Can you tell the place on the street where that woman 

will be killed ¥ 
Mr. TERRY. Such things can be done. 
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Mr. Bloom. A nd then this woman is supposed to stay at home

and not go out?  ,

Mr. Terry. S he is supposed to be careful and escape accidents.

Mr. Bloom. Don' t you think  the automobile driver ought to be

the one to be careful?

Mr. Terry. I certainly do.

Mr. McL eod. It is a fact and I would lik e to mak e the observation

that you are the first medium who has testified, so far as my recol-

lection goes, that you do not charge for time but for predictions.

Mr. Terry. If they are not satisfied I say, " Keep your money."

Mr. McL eod. Is not that a fact?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. McL eod. The other medium^  ,»».e said they charge so much

for their time.

Mr. Terry. That is their right.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou look  on this thing somewhat differently. Y ou

do not merely pretend to give advice. Y ou do not hold seances for

the purpose of giving advice, but you want your advice followed?

Mr. Terry. Y es. * .

Mr. McL eod. Y ou contend that in reply to Mr. Bloom' s q uestion?

Mr. Terry. Y es.

Mr. BL 00M- W here you say if not satisfactory you returned the

money, what percentage of times have you returned the money, say,

out of a hundred people?

Mr. Terry. I do not believe more than once. But I could not even

say that.

Mr. Bloom. But they are pretty well satisfied when you get

through with them?

Mr. Terry. They are.

Mr. H ammer. Do you not tell them that you can not see spirits

and tell them about spirits unless they pav you $ 3;  that you can not

do that for $ 2?

Mr. Terry. N o.

Mr. Bloom. H aven' t you told some that?

Mr. Terry. N o;  I do not think  I ever have.

Mr. Bloom. W ill you undertak e to say, if I go to you and ask  you

to communicate with my mother, who has been dead a number of

years, and you say you see her spirit in the room, that you can mak e

me believe that you can see my mother' s spirit and that my mother

would come back  and talk  to you and would not talk  to me?

Mr. Terry. Do I mean to say I can mak e you believe it?  C ertainly

not.

Mr. Bloom. O r any reasonable man?

Mr. Terry.- Many reasonable men have believed.

Mr. Bloom. W hy would the spirit of the dead mother of these

gentlemen here and myself, or the dead father or sister, come back

and reveal themselves to you and conceal themselves from us?

Mr. Terry. They do not do that. There are hundreds of private

mediums right in the city of W ashington holding seances in their

own homes, holding seances in their own families, receiving messages

from their spirit loved ones without the need of any public profes-

sional medium.

Mr. Bloom. Do you believe that God is such a respector of per-

sons that he would select you, if I would pay you $ 3, to tell me what
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FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. BLOOM. And then this woman is. supposed to stay at home 
and not go out¥ · 

Mr. TEmrr. She is supposed to be careful and escape accidents. 
Mr. Bwox. Don't you .think the automobile driver ought to be 

the one to be careful¥ · 
Mr. TERRY. I certainly do. · 
Mr. McLEoD. It is a fact and I would like to make the observation 

that you are the first medium who has testified, so far as my recol­
lection goes, that you do not ch~rge for time but for predictions. 

Mr. TERRY. If they are not satisfied I say," Keep your money .. " 
Mr. McLEOD. Is not that a fact? 
Mr. TERRY. Yes. . 
Mr. McLEOD. The other medimu~ ~-- :e said they ·charge so much 

for their time. 
Mr. TERRY. That is their.right. 1· . 

Mr. McLEOD. You look on this thing somewhat ·differently. ··You 
do not merely pretend to give advioe. You do not hold seances .for 
the purpose of giving advice, but you_ wa~t your advice followed t 

l\fr. TERRY. Yes. . . . · 
Mr. McLEOD. You contend that in reply to Mr. Bloom's question¥ 
Mr. TERRY. Yes. 
Mr. BLOOM. Where you say if not satisfactory you returned the 

money., what percentage of times have you returned the money, say, 
out of a hundred people? 

Mr. TERRY. I do not believe more than once. But I could not even 
say that. · 

l\fr. BLOOM. But they are pretty well satisfied when you get 
through with them? · 

Mr. TERRY. They are. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you not tell them that you can not see spirits 

and tell them about spirits unless they pay you $3; that you can not 
do that for $2? 

Mr. TERRY. No. 
Mr. BLOOM. Haven't you told some thaH 
Mr. TERRY. No; I do not think I ever have. 
l\ir. BLOOM. Will you undertake to say, if I go to you and ask you 

to communicate with my mother, who has been dead a number of 
years, and you say you see her spirit in the room, that you can make 
me believe that you ca:q. see my mother's spirit and that my mother 
would come back and talk to you and would not talk to me? 

Mr. TERRY. Do I mean to say I can make you believe it? Certainly 
not. 

Mr. BLOOl\-I. Or any reasonable man? 
Mr. ThRRY.· Many reasonable men have believed. 
Mr. BLOOM. )Vhy would the spirit of the dead mother of these 

gentlemen here and myself, or the dead father or sister, come back 
and reveal themselves to you and conceal themselves from · us~ 

Mr. TERRY. They do not do that. There are hundreds of private 
mediums right in the city of Washington holding seances in their 
own homes, holding seances in their own families, receiving messages 
from their spirit loved ones without the need of any public profes­
sional medium. 

Mr. BLOOM. Do you believe that God is such a respector of per­
sons that he would select you, if I would pay you $3, to tell me what 
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my mother' s spirit communicated to me, and ex pect reasonable people

to believe any such tomfoolery as that?  [ A pplause.]  W hat do those

spirits look  lik e?

Mr. Terry. Do you think  that is vital to go into minute details?

Mr. Bloom. Y es.

Mr. Terry. W hat has it got to do with fortune telling bills?

Mr. Bloom. Y ou assume there is something in your church that

says you can have the right to advocate prophesy?

Mr. Terry. W e have the right to ex ercise spiritual powers and

spiritual gifts. I can do it in any city— W orcester, Mass.;  H artford,

C onn.— I k now there is a law in H artford, C onn.

Mr. Bloom. H artford, C onn, has a law preventing you?

Mr. Terry. A n old law of 15 years standing.

Mr. Bloom. But they do not allow you?

Mr. Terry. They do do it in H artford.

Mr. Bloom. But the law prevents that.

Mr. Terry. They can not enforce it.

Mr. McL eod. Is it not a fact that the Bible states that if you do

this something is going to happen to you?

Mr. Bloom. I ask  the privilege of inserting a letter from H art-

ford, C onn., in reference to preventing fortune telling in that city.

I have it right here.

(The q uotation from the General S tatutes of C onnecticut sub-

mitted by Mr. Bloom is as follows:)

General, S tatutes op C onnecticut, R evision of 1918

S ec. 6506. F ortune telling and other fradulent practices.— N o person shall

advertise by display sign, circular, or handbill, or in any newspaper, periodical,

magazine, or"  other publication, or by any other means to tell fortunes or to

reveal the future;  to find or restore lost or stolen property, to locate oil wells;

gold or silver, or other ore or metal or natural product, to restore lost love,

friendship, or affection, to reunite or procure lovers, husbands, wives, or lost

relatives or friends, or to give advice in business affairs, or advise of any

k ind to others for or without pay, by means of occult or psychic powers,

faculties, or forces, clairvoyance, psychometry, psychology, spirits, medium-

ship, seership, prophecy, astrology, palmistry, necrpmacy or lik e crafty science,

cards, talismans, charms, potions, magnetism, or magnetized articles or

substances, oriental mysteries, or magic of any k ind. N o person shall obtain

money or property from another by fraudulent devices and practices in the

name of palmistry, card reading, astrology, seership, or lik e crafty science, or

fortune telling of any k ind where fraud or deceit is practiced. N o person

shall hold or give any public or private meetings or"  seance of any k ind in the

name of any religious body, society, cult, or denomination, and therein practice

or permit to be practiced fraud or deception of any k ind with intent to obtain

from another anything of value. A ny person who shall violate any provision

of this section shall be fined not less than $ 25 nor more than $ 100 for each

offense or imprisoned not more than six  months or both. This section

shall not be construed to prevent advertising or holding any bona fide meet

ing of spiritualists for purposes of worship according to their faith.

Mr. McL eod. Is there any further witness?

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . E L L A  McL A R E N , W A S H IN GTO N , D. C .

Mrs. McL aren. I am a spiritual medium.

Mr. McL eod. W hat is your business?

Mrs. McL aren. S piritual medium.

Mr. McL eod. F or how many years?

Mrs. McL aren. F or five years.
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88 FORTUNE TELLING 

my mother's spirit communicated to me, and expect reasonable people 
to believe any such tomfoolery as that~ [Applause.] What do those 
spirits look like.1 · . · 

Mr. TERRY. Do you think that is vital to go into minute detailsY 
Mr. BwoM. Yes. 
Mr. TERRY. What has it got to do with fortune telling bills¥ 
Mr. BLOOM. You assume there is something in your church that 

B&YE! you can have the right to !'dvocate pro1;>hesy ~ . 
Mr. TERRY. We have the right to exercise sp1r1tual powers and 

spiritual gifts. I can do it in any city-Worcesoor, Mass.; Hartford, 
Conn.-! know there is a law in Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. BLOOM. Hartford, Conn. has a law preventing you 9 
Mr. TElmY . .A.n old law of 15 years standing. 
Mr. BLOOM. But they do not allow you 9 
Mr. TERRY. They do do it in Hartford. 
Mr. BLOOM. But the law prevents that. 
Mr. TERRY. They can not enforce it. 
Mr. McLEOD. Is it not a fact that the Bible states that if you do 

this something is going to happen to [ou ~ 
Mr. BLOOM. I ask the privilege o inserting a letter from Hart­

ford, Conn., in reference to preventing fortune telling in that city. 
I have it right here. . 

{The quotation from the General Statutes of Connecticut sub­
mitted by Mr. Bloom is as follows:) 

GENERAL STATUTES OF CoNNJ!lCTICUT, REVISION OF 1918 

SEC. 6506. Fortune telling and other fradulent practices.-No person shall 
advertise by display sign, circular, or handbill, or in any newspaper, periodical, 
magazine, or· other publication, or by any other means to tell fortunes or to 
reveal the future; to find or restore lost or stolen property, to locate oil wells; 
gold or silver, or other ore or metal or natural product, to restore lost love, 
friendship, or affection, to reunite or procure lovers, husbands, wives, or lost 
relatives or friends, or to give advice in business affairs, or advise of any 
kind to others for or without pay, by means of occult or psychic powers, 
faculties, or forces, clairvoyance, psychometry, psychology, spirits, medium­
shlp, seershlp, prophecy, astrology, palmistry, necrpmacy or like crafty science, 
cards, talismans, charms, potions, magnetism, or magnetized articles or 
substances, oriental mysteries. or magic of any kind. No person shall obtain 
money or property from another by fraudulent devices and practices in the 
name of palmistry, card reading, astrology, seership, or like crafty science, or 
fortune telling of any kind where fraud or deceit ls practiced. No person 
shall hold or give any public or private meetings ol" seance of any kind in the 
name of any religious body, society, cult, or denomination, and therein practice 
or permit to be practiced fraud or deception .of any kind with intent to obtain 
from another anything of value. Any person who shall violate any provision 
of this section shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than $100 for each 
offense or imprisoned not more than six months or both. This section 
shall not be construed to prevent advertising or holding any bona fide meet 
ing of spiritualists for purposes of worship according to their faith. 

Mr. McLEOD. Is there any further witness~ 

STATEMENT OF J4BS. ELLA McLAREN, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Mrs. McLAREN. I am a spiritual medium. 
Mr. McLEOD. What is your business~ 
Mrs. McLAREN. Spiritual medium. 
Mr. McLEOD. For·how many years~ 
Mrs. McLAREN. For five years. 
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Mr. McL eod. If you care to proceed at this time you will have to

consume but five minutes.

Mrs. McL aren. I j ust simply wanted to say that I have never ad-

vertised in my life.

In reference to stolen articles, I did want to say this: I do not be-

lieve any one can or any medium can find stolen articles at any and

all times. I do not believe that is possible.

A  medium that is true must have purity of spirit and has to live

in accordance with what she believes is right with God.

I have people coming to me from different places all over this city.

I can not begin to meet the number of people who call for me, and

I want it fully understood I have never advertised. My price is $ 3

a half hour.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou charge for time?

Mrs. McL aren. F or time, $ 3 for half hour.

Mr. McL eod. Y ou do not charge for what advice you give?

Mrs. McL aren. I do not. I do not k now whether, when they

come to me, I am going to give spiritual advice or what. I promise

nothing.

Mr. Bloom. Do you predict the future?

Mrs. McL aren. A t times, in some ways. S ome lady might come

to me and ask  me in reference to her work , whether she would be

successful in continuing a certain line of work . That is predicting

the future, if I felt it is not;  that is predicting an unfavorable future.

Mr. Bloom. Does she tell you the k ind of work  she is doing?

Mrs. McL aren. Y es, sir;  and what she wishes to do. S he lays

the case before me.

In reference to stolen articles, I wanted to say this: I think  there

is only one way that those things can be gotten, and that is if

one of our dear friends in the spirit world is present when the arti-

cles is lost or stolen, that we believe can be impressed upon the

subconscious mind of the individual, the person who has lost this

article. W hen they come to us we do not k now whether we can get

it. W e k now what we have done. W e k now we have numerous let-

ters from people telling us that our advice has led to the finding of

those articles.

W e believe going in the seance, laying their hands on mine and

becoming in tune with them, in a good many we have a feeling that

the spirit of our Great C reator comes down and impresses me what

to say. I do not k now what I am saying at the time. But very often

I have received very many letters from people telling me how they

found the articles j ust as I saw them. I do not say I can do it at

all times. I do not think  any medium living can do that.

Mr. Bloom. Do you not do more of it by crystal reading?

Mrs. McL aren. N o, I do not.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou do crystal reading?

Mrs. McL aren. It is according to what you call " crystal."  I use

my crystals. A  great many have said Mrs. McL aren is a great mind

reader. I use my crystal to gaze upon. I do not get anything out

of the crystal other than a place to center, something to fix  eyes upon,

to k eep me concentrated.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou are k nown as the greatest crystal reader in the

District of C olumbia?

Mrs. McL aren. I do not k now that.
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FORTUNE TELLING 89 

Mr. McLEOD. If you care to proceed at this time you will have to 
consume but five minutes. 

Mrs. McLAREN. I just simply WA.nted to say that I haye never ad-
vertised in my life. · 

In reference to stolen articles, I did want to say this: I do not be­
lieve any one can or any medium can find stolen articles at any and 
a.11 times. I do not believe that is possible. 

A medium that is true must have purity of spirit and has to live 
in accordance with what she believes is right with God. 

I have people coming to me from different places all over this city. 
I can not begin to meet the number of people who call for me, and 
I want it fully understood I have never advertised. My price is $3 
a half hour. 

Mr. McLEOD. You charge for time¥ 
Mrs. McLAREN. For time, $3 for half hour. 
Mr. McLEOD. You do not charge for what advice you give¥ 
Mrs. McLAREN. I do not. I do not know whether, when they 

eome to me, I am going to give spiritual advice or what. I promise 
nothing. 

Mr. BLOOM. Do you :predict the future¥ 
Mrs. McLAREN. At times, in some ways. Some lady might come 

to me and ask me in reference to her work, whether she would be 
successful in continuing a certain line of work. That is predicting 
the future, if I felt it is not; that is predicting an unfavorable future. 

Mr. BLOOM. Does she tell you the kind of work she is doing W 

Mrs. McLAREN. Yes, sir; and what she wishes to do. She lays 
the case before me. 

In reference to stolen articles, I wanted to say this: I think there 
is only one way that those things can be gotten, and that is if 
one of our dear friends in the spirit world is present when the arti­
cles is lost or stolen, that we believe can be impressed upon the 
~mbconscious mind of the individual, the person who has lost this 
article. When they come to us we do not know whether we can get 
.it. We know what we have done. We know we have numerous let­
ters from people telling us that our advice has led to the finding of 
those articles. 

We believe going in the seance, laying their hands on mine and 
becoming in tune with them, in a good many we have a feeling that 
the spirit of our Great Creator comes down and impresses me what 
to say. I do not know what I am saying at the time. But very often 
I have received very many letters from people telling me how they 
found the articles just as I saw them. I do not say I can do it at 
all times. I do not think any medium living can do that. 

Mr. BLOOM. Do you not do more of it by crystal reading~ 
Mrs. McLAREN. No, I do not. 
Mr. BLOOM. You do crystal reading~ 
Mrs. McLAREN. It is according to what you call "crystal." I use 

my crystals. A great many have said Mrs. McLaren is a great mind 
reader. I use my crystal to gaze upon. I do not get anything out 
of the crystal oth'er than a place to center, something to fix eyes upon, 
to keep me concentrated. 

Mr. BLOOM. You are known as the greatest crystal reader in the 
District of Columbia~ 

·Mrs. McLAREN. I do not know that. 
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Mr. R athbone. Y ou use the crystal for the purpose of mental con-

centration?

Mrs. McL aren. F or the purpose of mental concentration only.

Mr. McL eod. A s a matter of fact, you claim you do not look  at the

person.

Mrs. McL aren. If I look ed at the person my eyes might wander.

My work  is not only with young women but also with business men;

and not only of the city of W ashington but all over the United

S tates. My work  is not advertised. N o person ever saw Mrs. Mc-

L aren' s name in any paper. I have even ask ed our pastor not to

announce my name from the platform.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou state positively your charges are j ust so much

and it is not dependent upon the individual, the advice or upon the

success of it or anything of that k ind. Is that so?

Mrs. McL aren. In case they come and I feel their time would be

wasted, I have often said, "  I am afraid I am not in harmony. I will

not read for you;  I will not tak e your money."  But that is at the

beginning, not at the end.

Mr. McL eod. Y our work  is strictly as an adviser?

Mrs. McL aren. S trictly as an adviser.

Mr. R athborne. W hat other city have you been in?

Mrs. McL aren. N ot any.

Mr. R athbone. H ow long have you been in W ashington?

Mrs. McL aren. It is the only city I have ever practiced in, I mean,

to mak e a practice. A ll my life I have practiced it, but j ust by giv-

ing it to others free.

Mr. H ouston. Do you predict the future?

Mrs. McL aren. I have. I ex plained to the gentlemen here in that

way. In advising. I have a great many men come to me for business

advice. I have never received anything other than my regular

charge. I have been offered as high as $ 1,000. I have refused it,

because I am only charging $ 3 for half hours, as I think  the citizens

of W ashington will agree.

Mr. McL eod. Y our place of operations is in a strictly high-class

neighborhood?

Mrs. McL aren. In a strictlv high-class neighborhood, residential,

at 2702 O ntario R oad N W .

Mr. McL eod. A s you stated, no complaints have ever been made?

Mrs. McL aren. N o complaints have been made that I k now any-

thing of;  and I could not practice unless my neighbors all agreed

and were willing to have me do so.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. C hairman and gentlemen

Mr. H ouston. Y ou say sometimes you predict the future. Do you

believe that every one' s future is an established fact?

Mrs. McL aren. O h. no.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou are not a fatalist?

Mrs. McL aren. O h. no: indeed I am not. I think  it is all in

myself. I could go out and steal, or I can live a clean, noble life. It

is up the human being to live clean or unclean. But a little advice

to young women sometimes encourages them to live clean, noble,

right lives;  a little advice to a discouraged man who is about to

mak e a business deal to get in harmony. I have never yet re-

ceived a letter from any person telling that I have given poor ad-

vice.
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90 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. RATHBONE. You use tlie crystal for the purpose of mental con-
centration ? . 

Mrs. Mcl...i,..\.REN. For the purpose of mental concentration only. 
Mr. McLEOD. As a matter of fact, you claim you do not look at the 

person. 
Mrs. McLAREN. If I looked at the person my eyes might wander. 

My work is not only with young women but also with business men; 
and not only of the city of Washington but all over the United 
States. My work is not advertised. No person ever saw Mrs. Mc­
Laren's name in any paper. I have even asked our pastor not to 
announce my name from the platform. 

Mr. R/\.THBONE. You state positively your charges are just so much 
and it is not dependent upon the individual, the advice or upon the 
success of .it or anything of that kind. Is that so? 

Airs. McLAREN. In case they come and I feel their time would be 
wasted, I have often said," I am afraid I am not in harmony. I will 
not read 'for you; I will not take your money." But that is at the 
beginning, not at the end. . 

Mr. McLEOD. Your work is strictly as an adviser? 
Mrs. McLAREN. Strictly as an adviser. 
Mr. RATHBORNE. "\Vhat other city have you been in~ 
Mrs. McLAREN. Not any. 
Mr. RATHBONE. How long have you been in Washington¥ 
Mrs. McLAREN. It is the only city I have ever practiced in, I mea.n, 

to make a practice. .All my life I have practiced it, but just by giv­
ing it to others free. 
' Mr. HousroN. Do you predict the future? 

Mrs. AfoLARF.N. I ha,·e. I explained to the gentlemen here in that 
way. In advising, I have a great many men come to me for business 
advice. I have never received anything other than my regular 
charge. I have been offered as high as $1,000. I have refused it, 
because I am onlv charging $3 for half hours, as I think the c.itizens 
of 'Vashington will agree. 

Mr. :McLEOD. Your place of operations is in a strictlv high-class 
neighborhood~ "' 

)frs. l\IcLAREX. In a strictly high-class neighborhood, res,identia1, 
at 2702 Ontario Road IDV. 

Mr. :McLEOD. As ~1ou stated~ no complaints have ever been made? 
Mrs. l\IcLAREN. No complaints ha\e been made that I know any­

thing- of; and I could not practice unless mv neighbors all agreed 
and were willing to have me do so. "' 

Mr. BLOOM. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen--
Air. Horsrox. You say sometimes you pred.ict the future. Do you 

belieYe that every one's future is an established fact? 
~frs. McLAREX. Oh. no. 
~fr. R..\THBOXE. You are not a fatalist? 
Mrs. ~fcLARE~. Oh. no; indeed I am not. I think it is all in 

myself. I could go out and steal. or I can liYe a clean, noble life. It 
is up the human being to Jive clean or unclean. But a little ad rice 
to young women sometimes encourages them to live clean, noble, 
right liYes; a. little advice to a discourag-ed man who is about to 
make a business deal to get in harmony. I have never yet re­
~iYed a letter from any person telling that I have given poor ad­
vice. 
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I could bring you hundreds of letters where people would say.

" Thank  you for the wonderful advice."  But I must do it all in

the spirit of God and pure thought, not at myself, entirely away

from the money. O f course, we have to live, but I would not ac-

cept one penny more than $ 3 per half hour.

Mr. H ouston. Y our work  is character reading?

Mrs. McL aren. I do not k now what it is. If I were to tell you,

I would not k now. It j ust comes to me. A ll my life I have k nown

things before they happened, and I have been directed by unseen

forces. I call it spirit of God, and I was ask ed by medium who

was my guide. I said " God.."  This person said, " Y ou won' t

get very far with God as a guide."  I said, " V ery well;  I won' t get

very far."  But I am getting very far with God as my guide, and I

shall have what he sends to me and no other.

Mr. Bloom. W as this a spiritualist who said, " Y ou won' t get

very far with God " ?

Mrs. McL aren. N ot any person who is living.

Mr. Bloom. W as he a spiritualist?

Mrs. McL aren. I do not k now what he was. But he was a per-

son who professed to be.

Mr. Bloom. W hich church do you belong to?

Mrs. McL aren. I am a member of the F ifth Division of S piritual

S cience C hurch of C hrist, Mrs. C oates.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou give advice to young girls?

Mrs. McL aren. Don' t you think  young girls should go to their

mother?  That is j ust what I do, give a mother' s advice to a girl.

Mr. Bloom. That is not fortune telling.

Mrs. McL aren. Y es, it is.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou are not predicting?

Mrs. McL aren. I am predicting and telling the wonderful things

that will come to them if they continue to go on the road they

have started.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou are j ust in the same class as an attorney?

Mrs. McL aren. I call it " spiritual attorney,"  Mr. Bloom.

Mr. Bloom. Mr. C hairman, the gentleman mentioned H artford,

C onn., and I would lik e to read j ust, a few lines of the law applying

to H artford— section 6506, " F ortune Telling and other F raudulent

Practices."

(Thereupon Mr. Bloom read the section referred to, heretofore

introduced as an ex hibit in this hearing.)

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . GR A C E  MA R C IA , W A S H IN GTO N , D. C ^

Mrs. Marcia. I will mak e it very brief. I am not going into

fortune telling or spiritualism. I only want vindication. A ll I

want is j ustice, and as an A merican woman, will you please put me

under oath.

(The witness was thereupon sworn by Mr. McL eod.)

Mrs. Marcia. That is valuable all over the world, being an A mer-

can born and bred.

Mr. H oudini stated before the committee on Tuesday that he

caught Madame Marcia— Marchia he pronounced it, not Marcia— and

that I stole his $ 10. W ill you please put him under oath?  L et him
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FORTUNE TELLING 91 

I could bring you hundreds of letters where people would say~ 
"Thank you for the wonderful advice." But I must do it all in 
the spirit o1i God and pure thought, not at myself, entirely away 
from the money. Of course. we have to live, but I would not ac· 
cept one penny more than $3 per half hour. . 

Mr. HousroN. Your work is character reading 1 
Mrs. McLAREN. I do not know what it is. If I were to tell you, 

I would not know. It just comes to me. All my life I have known 
things before they happened, and I have been directed by unseen 
forces. I call it spirib of God, and I was asked by medium whc 
was my guide. I said "God .. " This person said, "You won't 
get very far with God as a guide." I said, "Very well; I won't get 
very far." But I am getting very far with God as my guide, and I 
shall have what he sends to me and no other. 

Mr. BLOOM. Was this a spiritualist who said, " You won't get 
very far with God "1 

Mrs. McLAREN. Not any person who is living. 
Mr. BLOOM. Was he a spiritualist 1 

. Mrs. McLAREN. I do not know what he was. But he was a per­
son who profesged to be. 

Mr. BLOOM. Which church do you belong to1 
Mrs. McLAREN. I am a member of the Fifth Division of Spiritual 

Science Church of Christ, Mrs. Coates. 
Mr. BL001'1. You give advice to young girls¥ 
Mrs. McLAREN. Don't you think young girls should go to their 

mother1 That is just what I do, give a mother's advice to a girl. 
Mr. BLOOM. That is not fortune telling. 
Mrs. McLAREN. Yes, it is. • 
Mr. BLOOM. You are not :pr~cting 1 . . 
Mrs. McLAREN. I am pred1ctmg and telling the wonderful thmgs 

that will come to them if they continue to go on the road ·they 
have started. 

Mr. BwoM. You are just in the same class as an attorney 1 
Mrs. McLAREN. I call it "spiritual attorney," Mr. Bloom. 
Mr. BLOOM. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman mentioned Hartford, 

Conn., and I would like to read just a few lines of the law applying 
to Hartford-section 6506, " Fortune Telling and other Fraudulent 
Practices." • 

(Thereupon Mr. Bloom read the section referred to, heretofore 
introduced as an exhibit in this hearing.) 

STATEMENT OF J4BS. GRACE MARCIA, WASJUNGTON, D. C:" 

Mrs. MARCIA. I will make it very brief. I am not going into 
fortune telling or spiritualism. I only want vindication. All I 
want is justice, and as an American woman, will you please put me 
under oath. 

(The witne&S was thereupon sworn by Mr. McLeod.) · 
Mrs. :MARCIA. That is valuable all over the world, being an Amer· 

can born and bred. 
Mr. Houdini stated before the committee on Tuesday that he 

caught Madame Marcia-Marchia he pronounced it, not Marcia--and 
that I stole his $10. '\Vill you please put him under oath~ Let him 
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please define what he means by " caught" — that word. May I

ask , Mr. H oudini?

Mr. McL eod. If he cares to answer.

Mr. H oudini. S he is under oath. W hy should I speak  for the

Madame?

Mrs. Marcia. That was your statement.

Mr. H oudini. I am not on trial.

Mrs. Marcia. Y ou are on trial in a way. W ill you tell me that?

Mr. H oudini. R epeat the q uestion and I will answer.

Mrs. Marcia. I ask ed you, will you please say what you mean by

" caught" ?

Mr. H oudini. A ll right.

Mrs. Marcia. Q uick ly now. I only have five minutes.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou told that you predicted President H arding' s

election and death, and I sent one of my investigators, and you k ept

her almost two hours and you didn' t mak e a guess anyway either— -

of course, k nowing that you might guess she is from N ew Y ork  and

that she is an investigator, she told you she was born in C incinnati

and all the mediumistic stuff that you put in proved to me that you

were using astrological stuff to k eep out of the clutches of the law;

and you took  my $ 10 and you were ask ed to put it in writing and

you said "  That would cost you $ 15, and not $ 10."

Mrs. Marcia. A bsolutely.

Mr. H oudini. A nd in order to protect herself, as she does every-

where, she put secret mark s on your wall and all over

Mrs. Marcia. S he took  a blue pencil and put " N o. 3"  or " B,"

I am uncertain. I saw her do it— on my wall paper. S he should

be arrested for defacing property.

Mr. H ammer. Defacing property is not indictable.

Mrs. Marcia. I k now malicious mischief is. I am not a lawyer,

though I have never gone to school. I want j ustice and that is due

every A merican.

Is it not a fact, Mr. H oudini, that in the theatre I challenged

j Tour $ 10,000 to disprove the fact that I made Mr. H arding' s pre-

diction of nomination and death— j ust a minute— I also openly in-

vited— what was the necessity of sending a paid investigator?  There

are no trick s in my home.

I also ask  you this: I invited you and your manager.

Is it not a fact that before the last hearing in the S enate, before

the S enate committee, that you personally, before I spok e at all,

accepted me. Y ou said " It has nothing to do with you, Madame

Marcia. It does not cover you."  A nd Mr. Bloom published it far

and wide.

Mr. H oudini. A m I to reply?

Mrs. Marcia. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. I said I am not talk ing of astrology. But you

smelled cancer as a lady and said "  C ancer k illed her father."

Mrs. Marcia. Put her under oath. I never said a word about

her father. I have a witness I never did.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou said " C ancer k illed her father."

Mrs. Marcia. I do not k now. I think  this would be j ust a little

out of order. But I won' t say it. I will give you the benefit of

the doubt. I have a very good memory.
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please define what he means by "caught "-that word. May I 
ask, Mr. Houdini 1 

Mr. McLEOD. If he cares to answer. 
Mr. HOUDINI. She is under oath. Why should I speak for the 

Madame~ 
Mrs. MARCIA. That was your statement. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I am not on trial. 
Mrs. MARCIA. You are on trial in a way. Will you tell me that~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Repeat the question and I will answer. . 
Mrs. MARCIA. I asked you, will you please say what you mean by 

"cauaht "~ 
Mr~ HOUDINI. All right. 
Mrs. MARCIA. Quickly now. I only have five minutes. 
Mr. HouDINI. You told that you predicted President Harding's 

election and death, and I sent one of my investigators, and you kept 
her almost two hours and you didn't make a guess anyway either-· 
of course, knowing that you might guess she is from New York and 
that she is an investigator, she told you she was born in Cincinnati 
and all the mediumistic stuff that you put in proved to me that you 
were using astrological stuff to· keep out of the clutches of the law i 
and you took my $10 and you were asked to put it in writing and 
you said" That.would cost you $15, and not $10." 

Mrs. MARCIA. Absolutely. 
Mr. HoUDINI. And in order to protect herself, as she does every­

where, she put secret marks on your wall and all over--
Mrs. MARCIA. She took a blue pencil and put "No. 3" or "B," 

I am uncertain. I saw her do it-on my wall paper. She should 
be arrested for defacing property. 

Mr. HAMMER. Defacing property is not indictable. 
Mrs. MARCIA. I know malicious mischief is. I am not a lawyer, 

though I have never gone to school. I want justice and that is due 
every American. · 

Is it not a fact, Mr. Houdini, that in the theatre I challenged 
your $10,000 to disprove the fact that I made Mr. Harding's pre­
diction of nomination and death-just a minute-I also openly in­
vited-what was the necessity of sending a paid investigator'! There 
are no tricks in m:y home. 

I also ask you this: I invited you and your manager. 
Is it not a fact that before the last hearing in the Senate, before 

the Senate committee, that you personally, before I spoke at all, 
accepted me. You said " It has nothing to do with you, Madame 
Marcia. It does not cover you." And Mr. Bloom published it far 
and wide. 

l\:Ir. HouDINI. Am I to reply~ 
Mrs. MARCIA. Yes. 
Mr. HouDINI. I said I am not talking of astrology. But you 

smelled cancer as a lady and said "Cancer killed her father." 
· ~Irs. MARCIA. Put her under oath. I never said a word about 

her father. I have a witness I never did. 
1.Ir. HouDINI. You said "Cancer killed her father." 
Mrs. MARCIA. I do not know. I think this would be just a little 

out of order. But I won't say it. I will give you the benefit of 
the doubt. I have a very good memory. 
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In the first place, I do not advertise. Y ou have given me more

advertisement than I ever had before. I could be a freak  at present

and get $ 10 to look  at me. A nd my telephone ringing. S o, thank

you for the " buggy ride."  [ L aughter and applause.]

There are no trick s connected with my home, none whatever. It

is always open. The colored maid admitted her and she walk ed

up and down the floor and said she had a sick  baby out in a tax i-

cab— had a young babe. S he gave me a date. There were two very

prominent ladies in the house at the time, and we were discussing

this hearing, and they said, " W e will drive by the C apitol, Marcia,

and see what is doing."

S he heard that. A ll the doors are open. I never mentioned a

C ongressman. I would not do it. It is not ethical, to begin with.

My livelihood is here.

I called Mr. Bloom up personally and ask ed was it necessary for

me to be here, because I had been ex empt the last time, and I had

been under the care of a physician for heart trouble for the last

five months. I am too ill to be here.

N ow, j ust the same— don' t think  I am afraid;  I am not afraid of

any living thing. Y ou told me that that was optional with me.

Mr. H oudina. If you wanted to come?

Mrs. Marcia. If I wanted to come or not. That is why I called

Mr. Bloom, not as a favor. I do not k now S enator C apper. I have

been offered large sums by papers to publish my files. I have re-

fused it. I am earning bread and butter for a mother 98 years old,

and have all I can do in my physical state.

Mr. Bloom. Y ou are not a fortune teller?

Mrs. Marcia. H e said I am a thief. I am accused of stealing $ 10.

Mr. Bloom. That will be corrected.

Mrs. Marcia. It must be corrected now publicly before every-

body.

Mr. Bloom. I do not think  Mr. H oudini meant that.

Mrs. Marcia. That is a mistak e. I am not a fortune teller. A nd

I gave up a copy of the chart. W hether the data given me was cor-

rect I k now not. But, however, in view of the fact, they are my

tex t book s and will give anybody a reading. H e said a few minutes

ago that I played upon President H arding because he was weak ,

and Mrs. H arding. W ould you ladies and gentlemen call the late

F lorence H arding a degenerate or weak -minded or an imbecile?

W ould any of you?  [ A pplause.]  Is there any law in the United

S tates to prohibit

Mr. H oudina. I said the mediums were;  not Mrs. H arding.

Mrs. Marcia. A  minute ago you said I did. Bear witness, you

said I did. A s a matter of fact, the predictions were made in the

presence of a former S enator' s wife in this room. I am not going to

mention them. It is history. It has been published.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou didn' t give them that. Y ou refused inter-

views?

Mrs. Marcia. I did not give an interview to Mr. H arding.

Mr. H oudina. Y ou gave interviews to Mrs. H arding?

Mrs. Marcia. O f course.

Mr. H oudina. I thought you said you did not?
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In the· first plaee, I do· not advertise. You have given me more 
advertisement than I ever had before. I could be a freak at present 
and get $10 to look at me. And my telephone ringing. So, thank 
you for the ".buggy ride." [Laughter and applause.] · , 

There are no tricks connected with my home, none whatever. J:t 
is· always open. The colored maid admitted her. and she walked 
up and down the floor and said she had a sick baby out in a taxi­
cab-had a young babe. She gave me a date. There were two very 
prominent ladies in the house at the time, and we were discussing 
this hearing, and they said, "We will drive by the Capitol, Marcia, 
and see what is doing." 

She heard that. All the doors are open. I never mentioned a 
Congre8sman. I would not do it. It is not ethical, to begin with. 
My livelihood is here. 

I called Mr. Bloom up personally and asked was it necessary for 
me to be here, because I had been exempt the last time, and I had 
been under the care of a physician for heart trouble for the last 
five months. I am too ill to be here. 

Now, just the same-don't think I am afraid; I am not afraid of 
any living thing. You told me that that was c;>ptional with me. 

Mr. HouDIN.A. If you wanted to come~ 
Mrs. MARCIA. If I wanted to come or not. That is why I called 

~fr. Bloom, not as a favor. l do not know Senator Capper. I have 
been offered large sums by papers to publish my files. I have re­
fused it. I am earning bread and butter for a mother 98 years old, 
and have all I can do in my physical state. 

Mr. BLOOM. You are not a fortune teller~ · 
Mrs. MARCIA. He said I am a thief. I am accused of stealing $10. 
Mr. BwoM. That will be corrected. 
Mrs. MARClA. It must be corrected now. publicly before every­

body. 
Mr. BwoM. I do not think Mr. Houdini meant that. 
Mrs. MARCIA. That is a mistake. I am not a fortune teller. And 

I gave up a copy of the chart. Whether the data given me was cor­
rect I know not. But, however, in view of the fact, they are my 
text books and will give anybody a reading. He said a few minutes 
ago that I played upon President Harding because he was weak, 
and Mrs. Harding. Would you ladies and gentlemen call the late 
Florence Harding a degenerate or weak-minded or an imbecile~ "r ould any of you~ [Applause.] Is there any law in the United 
States to prohibit- · 

Mr. HounINA. I said the mediums were; not Mrs. Harding. 
:iw:rs. MARCIA. A minute ago you said I did. Bear witness, you 

said I did. As a matter of fact, the predictions were made in the 
prese!1ce of a form~r S~nator's wife in this roo~. I am not going to 
mention them. · It is h1sto:l. It has been published. 

Mr. HoumNI. You didn t give them that. You refused inter­. ~ views. . 
Mrs. MARCIA. I did not give an interview to Mr. Harding. 
Mr. HoUDINA. You gave interviews to Mrs. Harding~ 
Mrs. MARCIA. Of course. · 
Mr. Hom>INA. I thought you said you did noU 
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Mrs. Marcia. I said, did you class her as imbecile for coming

to me?

Mr. Bloom. W ill this law affect you?

Mrs. Marcia. That is what I am trying to find out. If this law

does not affect me as a fortune teller or astrologist, why does he send

a paid investigator into my home and brand me as a thief in this

room?

Mr. Bloom. I do not think  H oudini meant that.

Mrs. Marcia. I demand protection, and if I do not get it I will

personally mak e him pay for it.

Mr. McL eod. Mr. H oudini, you do not mean that this lady stole

$ 10, as she ex presses it?

Mr. H oudini. I did not onean it that way. I meant that you took

$ 10 from my investigator and gave her misinformation and informa-

tion that was not right.

Mr. McL eod. W hich she voluntarily gave.

Mr. H oudini. S he charged.

Mrs. Marcia. I did not charge.

Mr. H oudini. S he bargained.

Mrs. Marcia. I beg pardon.

Miss Meck enberg. I bargained for $ 5.

TE S TIMO N Y  O F  MIS S  R O S E  ME C KE N BE R G

(The witness was duly sworn.)

Mr. McL eod. S tate your full name.

Miss Meck enberg. R ev. R ose Meck enberg.

Mr. McL eod. W hat is your residence?

Miss Meck enberg. N ew Y ork  C ity. I j ust want to read from

my report. It will cover everything.

Mrs. Marcia. N ow the fact stands, as I said, that you need legis-

lation. The United S tates law says this should be absolutely free

Mrs. Marcia. Y ou were granted five minutes and took  an hour.

Mr. C hairman, j ust a moment. A s I say, the q uestion comes up of

dealing with the individual and not with the subj ect. The law

says if you commit a crime, maj or or minor, you are subj ect to

arrest and trial by j ury, and that you are innocent until proven

guilty.

Mr. Bloom. That has nothing to do with this.

Mrs. Marcia. It has. H as she a copy of the chart I gave your

witness?

Miss Meck enberg. Y es, I have.

Mrs. Marcia. C an you read it?

Miss Meck enberg. I will read my report, which is more concise.

Mrs. Marcia. Y ou can not read it. S ay yes or no.

Miss Meck enberg. I do not care to answer you.

Mrs. Marcia. Y ou do not care to answer. V ery well, I have the

chart. I was fully cognizant of who the woman was.

Miss Meck enberg. Madame Marcia told me she had been asso-

ciated with Mrs. Mary Pepper in N ew Y ork , and we have a record

she was at one time one of the most notorious mediums— and

Madame Marcia was a spiritualistic medium who went into trances,

and in giving those astrologist readings she fishes for informa-

tion and uses the information for giving the outline.

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

94 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mrs. MARCIA. I said, did you class her as imbecile for coming 
to me¥ 

Mr. BLOOM. Will this law affect you~ 
Mrs. MARCIA. That is what I am trying to find out. If this law 

does not a:ff ect me as a fortune teller or astrologist, why does he: send 
a paid investigator into my home and brand me as a thief in this 
room¥ 

Mr. BLOOM. I do not think Houdini meant that. 
Mrs. MARCIA. I demand protection, and if I do not get it I will 

personally make him pay for it. . 
Mr. McLEOD. Mr. Houdini, you do not me~n that this lady stole 

$10, as she expresses it¥ : · . 
Mr. HoumNI. I did notm.ean it that way. I meant that ;you took 

$10 from my investigator and gave her misinformation and mforma. 
tion that was not right. . · 

Mr. McLEOD. · Which she voluntarily gave. 
Mr. HoUDINI. She charged. 
Mrs. MARCIA. I did not charge. 
Mr. HOUDINI. She bargained. 
Mrs. MARCIA. I beg pardon. 
Miss MECKENBERO. I bargained for $5. 

TESTllIOBY OF :MISS ROSE llECKEBBERG 

(The witness was duly sworn.) 
Mr. McLEOD. State your full name. 
Miss MEcKENBERG. Rev. Rose Meckenberg. 
Mr. McLEOD. What is your residence? 
Miss MECKENBERG. New York City. I just want to read from 

my report. It will cover everything. 
Mrs. MARCIA. Now the fact stands, as I said, that you need legis­

lation. The United States law says this should be absolutely fre~e~-
Mrs. MARCIA. You were granted five minutes and took an hour. 

Mr. Chairman, just a moment. As I say, the question comes up of 
dealing with the individual and not with the subject. The law 
says if you commit a crime, major or minor, you are subject to 
arrest and trial by jury, and that you are innocent until proven 
guilty. 

Mr. BLOOM. That has nothing to do with this. 
Mrs. MARCIA. It has. Has she a copy of the chart I gave your 

witness? 
Miss MEcKENBERG. Yes, I have. 
Mrs. MARCIA. Can you read it~ 
Miss MECKENBERG. I will read my report, which is more concise. 
Mrs. MARCIA. You can not read it. Say yes or no. 
Miss MEcKENBERO. I do not care to answer you. 
Mrs. MARCIA. You do not care to answer. Very well, I have the 

chart. I was fully cognizant of who the woman was. 
Miss MEcKENBERG. Madame Marcia told me she had been asso­

ciated with Mrs. Mary Pepper in New York, and we have a record 
she was at one time one of the most notorious mediums-and 
Madame Marcia was a spiritualistic medium who went into trances, 
and in giving those astrologist readings she fishes for informa­
tion and uses the information for giving the outline. 
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Mrs. Marcia. S he said I fished for information. I have a good

memory. In the past when he, H oudini, and his investigators were

here before, she called me on the phone in the same voice. I was in

the theater. I also have pretty good eyesight— not as good as it was,

but I would remember, and she ask ed repeatedly for an appointment.

Miss Meck enberg. That is not so.

Mrs. Marcia. S he says she gave me serial numbers. I have the

bills she gave. I gave her a copy of this chart. I k new who she

was. I was positive in my own mind, and that is not premonition.

O n the nex t q uestion I wanted to see whether she would really give

the truth.

Mr. H ammer. L et us hear what Mrs. Marcia has to say.

Mrs. Marcia. I want you to strik e out what was said about my

association with Mrs. Pepper, a disreputable character. It can not

be she was;  it was not proven.

I can not remember the time since I could talk  that I could not

tell things or see things. W hen I first began, after I was thrown

on my own resources, after being deserted by a husband with two

little babies I had to earn a livelihood, and I resorted to clairvoyance

or mediumship. Y ears ago I got away from it because it was not

satisfying, and I took  up astrology. A ny boy or girl of 8 years of

age can learn astrology. The tex tbook s are open, and if you ask

how I k new, they are there in the C ongressional L ibrary. S he

ask ed me what conditions ex isted, and I took  down the tex tbook s

and read them the same as a lawyer or doctor or your engineer

will do.

Mr. H ouston. I move that we adj ourn until half past 7 o' clock

to-morrow.

Mr. McL eod. W ithout obj ection, it is so ordered.

(Thereupon at 1.05 o' clock  p. m. the subcommittee adj ourned to

meet to-morrow, F riday, May 21, 1926, at 7.30 o' clock  p. m.)

H ouse or R epresentatives,

S ubcommittee of the C ommittee on

the District or C olumbia,

F riday, May 21, 1926.

The subcommittee met in the caucus room, H ouse O ffice Building,

at 7.30 p. m., H on. F rank  R . R eid presiding.

S TA TE ME N T O F  MR S . E L IA  C . H IA W A TH A

Mr. R eid. S tate your name to the committee.

Mrs. H iawatha?  My name is E lla C . H iawatha, pastor of the

C olored Progressive S piritual C hurch, 1312 Q  N W .

N ow, in this meeting I see many white mediums that visit my

place from time to time.

Mr. R eid. Is there any difference between white and colored

mediums?

Mrs. H iawatha. There should not be. W e claim there is a oneness.

W e all work . W e all work , and every time my door is opened there

is a crowd there. A nd I want to say that as we are being attack ed

as fraudulents, robbers, trick sters, if there is one that has ever

104123— 26 7
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Mrs. MARCIA: She said I fished for information. I have a good 
memory. In the past when he, Houdini, and his investigators were 
here before, she called me on the phone in the same voice. I was in 
the theater. I also have pretty good eyesight-not as good as it was, 
but I would remember~ and she asked repeatedly for an appointment. 

Miss MECKENBERG. That is not so. 
~frs. MARCIA. She says she gave me serial numbers. I have the· 

bills she gave. I gave her a copy of this chart. I knew who she 
was. I was positive in my own mind, and that is not premonition. 
On the next question I wanted to see whether she would really give 
the truth. 

Mr. HAMMER. Let us hear what Mrs~ Marcia has to say. 
Mrs. MARCIA. I want you to strike out what was said about my 

association with Mrs. Pepper, a disreputable character. It can no* 
be she was; it was not proven. · . 

I can not remember the time since I could talk that I could not 
tell things or see things. When I tirst began, after I was thrown 
on my own resources, after being deserted by a husband with two 
little babies I had to earn a livelihood, and I resorted to clairvoyance 
or mediumship. Years ago I got away from it because it was not 
satisfying, and I took up astrology. Any boy or girl of 8 years of 
age can learn astrology. The textbooks are open, and if you ask 
how I knew, they are there in the Congressional Library. She 
asked me what conditions existed, and I took down the textbooks 
and read them the same as a lawyer or doctor or your engineer 
will do. 

Mr. HousTON. I move that we adjourn until half past 7 o'clock 
to-morrow . 

. Mr. McLEOD. Without objection, it is so ordered. 
(Thereupon at 1.05 o'clock p. m. the subcommittee adjourned to 

meet to-morrow, Friday, May 21, 1926, at 7.30 o'clock p. m.) 

. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMllllI'l'TEE OF THE CoMMITrEE ON 

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Friday, Ma-y ~1, 1!n6. 

The subcommittee met in the caucus room, House Office Building, 
at 7.30 p. m., Hon. Frank R. Reid presiding. 

STATEMENT OF JtlRS. ELLA C. EAWATHA 

Mr. REID. State your name to the committee. 
Mrs. HrAWATHAf My name is Ella C. Hiawatha, pastor of the 

Colored Progressive Spiritual Church, 1312 Q NW. 
· Now, in this meeting I see many white mediums that visit my 
place from time to time. · 

Mr. REID. Is there any difference between white and colored 
mediums~ 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. There should not be. We claim there is a oneness. 
We all work. We all work, and every time my door is opened there 
is a crowd there. And I want to say that as we are being attacked 
as fraudulents, robbers, tricksters, if there is one that has ever 

104123-26--7 
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received a fraudulent message in my place, here is the place to

speak .

Mr. Keid. H ave you any satisfied customers you want to bring in

and ex hibit?

Mrs. H iawatha. S atisfied customers?  W hat do you mean "  satis-

fied customers" ?

Mr. R eid. I think  not long ago I read an article by the relatives

of J ohn Q uincy A dams about some things that were prophesied that

came true.

Mrs. H iawatha. Prophesies. There always have been prophesies

before the coming of C hrist. Prophesy?  I think  in F ourth Kings,

twenty-second verse, it is said, " Y our sons and daughters shall

prophesy, and you shall hear the words before you speak  them."

W hat are you going to do with it?

Mr. R eid. H ow do you want the S piritualist C hurch to conform

to your ideas of spiritualism?

Mrs. H iawatha. I have always said, several years ago in my

meetings, I said to my people when I spok e to them, " The time is

coming when A ve will need something else besides table tipping, and

such things as that. W e need scientific proof that we do reveal the

spiritual truths."  A nd I said, " The time is coming when we will

have to prepare for it and be able to meet it."

Mr. R eid. That is what I am ask ing you. W hat scientific proof

have you to point to?

Mrs. H iawatha. W e mean we are j ust at the point, where we are

progressing each and every day higher and higher. That is what I

mean. This religion is practical truth. It is in daily use and helps

men and women, boys and girls. That is what I mean. It has

opened the door and loosened the shack les off of men and women and

released them, so to speak , from prison. Y ou don' t have to go to

j ail to be in prison. A  man can be in his own prison house.

Mr. R eid. Get right down to the bill. This bill prohibits certain

things.

Mrs. H iawatha. I am in favor of that. I have said so all along.

Mr. R eid. Y ou think  clairvoyance ought to be abolished?

Mrs. H iawatha. C lairvoyance means to foresee.

Mr. R eid. Does the word " clairvoyant "  have any meaning to you

in the ordinary sense?

Mrs. H iawatha. I am a spiritualist.

Mr. R eid. I am ask ing you about clairvoyants.

Mrs. H iawatha. C lairvoyants?

Mr. R eid. Y es. W e call them street fak irs.

Mrs. H iawatha. Y ou do?

Mr. R eid. Y es. Do you distinguish betweea them and your

spiritualists?

Mrs. H iawatha. I am a spiritualistic reader. I don' t read cards.

I don' t read the crystals. I depend upon spiritual influence and the

divine intelligence for my messages.

Mr. R eid. S uppose you move the committee, Mr. R athbone and

the rest of them. <

Mrs. H iawatha. Move them?

Mr. R eid. Y eS i H ow are you going to move them, so as to get your

message over to them, so they will think  the bill is bad and vote

against it?
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received a fraudulent message in my place, here is the. place to 
speak. 

Mr. REID. Have you any satisfied customers you want to bring in 
and exhibit~ 

Mrs. HIA w ATHA. Satisfied customers 1 What do you mean " satis­
fied customers " ~ 

Mr. ~EID. I think not long ago I read an article by the relatives 
of John Quincy Adams about sonie things that were prophesied that 
came true. 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. Prophesies. There always have been prophesies 
before the coming of Christ. Prophesy~ I think in Fourth Kings, 
twenty-second verse, it is said, " Your sons and qaughters shall 
J>.f'Ophesv, and you shall hea.r the words before you speak them." 
What are you going to do with iU 

Mr. REID. How do you want the Spiritualist Church to conform 
to your ideas of spiritualism i · 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. I have always said; several years ago in my 
meetings, I said to my people when I spoke to them, "The time is 
coming when we will need something else besides table tipping, and 
such things as that. We need scientific proof that we do reveal the 
spiritual truths.'' "And· I said, "The time is coming when we. will 
have ·to prepare for it and be able to meet it." 

Mr. REID. 'l"hat is what I am asking you. What scientific proof 
have you to point to~, · 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. ··we mean we are just at the point, where we are 
progressin~ each and every day higher and higher. That is what I 
mean. This religion is practical truth. It is in daily use and helps 
men and women, boys and girls. That is what I mean. It has 
opened the door and loosened the shackles off of men and wo:trien and 
released them, so to speak, from pr-iso"n: You don't have to go to 
jail to be in pris6n. · A man can be in his own prison house~ 

Mr. REID. Get right down to the bill. This bill prohibits certain 
things. . 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. Ia.min favor of that. I have said so all along. 
Mr. REID. You thillk clairvoyance ought to be abolished? 
Mrs. IlrAwATFlA. Clair~oyu;nce means to foresee. 
Mr. REID. Does the. word " clairvoyant " have any meaning to you 

in the ordinary sense ? . . . . . . 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. I am a spiritualist. · 
Mr. REID. I am askin~ you about clairvoyants. 
Mrs. HIAWATID\., C.~~V'Oy,ants? • · . . · · 
Mr. REID. Yes. We call them street fakirs. 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. You do~ 
Mr. REID. Yes. Do you distinguish bet wee• them and your 

spiritualists~ . · . · . 
· Mrs. HIAWATHA. I am a spiritualistic reader. I don't read cards. 
I don't read the crystals. I depend upon spiritual influence and the 
divine intelligemce for my messages. ' . 

Mr. REID: Suppose you move the committee, Mr. Rathbone and 
the rest of them~ · 1 . • • : 1 . • · . · . ; 

Mrs. HIAWATH.A. :Move theml . 
Mr. '.REm. Yesl: 1How~are1you.-going to move them, so a~ to get your 

message over to them, so · they will . think the hill is had and vot.e 
againl!,t, i&W . . 
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Mrs. H iawatha. I do not want to do that.

Mr. R eid. I want to hear that.

Mrs. H iawatha. I am here as a defendant of the cause, and I have

been in the spiritualistic work  for 20 years, and I have come here

to say something for the cause.

Mr. R eid. H ave you said all you care to say?

Mrs. H iawatha. A nd I have said all along there should be some

amendment to the rule;  that is, to stop, these people from infringing

on the word " spiritualism."  I have said that all along.

Mr. R eid. W hat do you think  your pure spiritualism tak es in, as

you understand it?  That is what I ask ed you a while ago.

Mrs. H iawatha. Tak es in?

Mr. R eid. Y es.

Mrs. H iawatha. Tak es in what?

Mr. R eid. Does it tak e in clairvoyants?

Mrs. H iawatha. That would mean card readers and clairvoyants

as well as spiritualists.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are not in favor of fighting them?

Mrs. H iawatha. Y es. I am in favor of fighting everything

that is wrong. I hold, as I have said to my people in speak ing to

them, there should be a " iaw in the District of C olumbia that every

medium, black  and white, there should be a meeting once every

month where each and every medium would come in and bring in a

report of what they had been doing in that month.

Mr. R eid. Tell the committee some of the good things you have

done. I understand you have been a medium for 20 years?

Mrs. H iawatha. Y es.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Tell the committee some of the things you

have done.

Mrs. H iawatha. I have helped hundreds of people in that 20

years. I have helped the sick .

Mr. R eid. Physically?

Mrs. H iawatha. Physically. I have helped the poor, I have

helped the needy. S ome of them have come to me, only this week ,

and said: " W ell, Madam, I have nothing to give you. God will

pay you.' ;  I k now H e pays me each and every day, or else I

wouldn' t be here.

Mr. R eid. Do they pay you anything besides that?  Do you get

any money besides those promises?

Mrs. H iawatha. E very one of us are paid for our hire.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do get real money besides that, do you?

Mrs. H iawatha. That is what we pay a license for.

Mr. R eid. A nd you get paid?

Mrs. H iawatha. Y es.

Mr. R eid. H ow do you charge?  Do you charge by the day or

week ?

Mrs. H iawatha. By the day or week ?  O h, no.

Mr. R eid. By the treatment?

Mrs. H iawatha. F or 20 years I have never had an advertisement

in the papers. W hen you advertise that is an invitation to get them

to coihe. I have never done it. My doors are open without the price

or the money. Do you think  if a person comes to my door I would

turn them away because they didn' t have a dollar?  N o. I will help

them that need help.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do get money?
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Mrs. HIAWATHA. I do not want to do that. 
Mr. REID. I want to hear that. 

97 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. I am here as a defendant of the cause, and I have 
been in the s:eiritualistic work for 20 years, and I have come here 
to say somethmg for the cause. 

Mr. REID. Have you said all you care to say~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. And I have said all along there should be some 

amendment to the rule; that is, to 8top. these people from infringing 
on the word "spiritualism." I have said that all along. 

Mr. REID. What do you think your pure spiritualism takes in, as 
you understand iU That is what I asked you a while ago. 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. Takes in ~ 
Mr. REID. Yes. 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. Takes in what? 
Mr. REID. Does it take in clairvoyants?. 
Mrs. HIA w ATHA. That would mean card readers and clairvoyants 

as well as spiritualists. 
Mr. REID. You are not in favor of fighting them~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA., Yes. I am in favor. of fighting everything 

that is wrong. I hold, as I have said to my people in speaking to 
them, there should be a tlaw in the District of Columbia that every 
medium, black and white, there should be a meeting once every 
;month. where each and every medium would come in and bring in a 
report of what they had been doing in that month. 

Mr. REID. Tell the committee some of t·he good things you have 
done. I understand you have been a medium. for 20· years.? . 

Mrs. H1A WATHA. Yes. 
Mr. REID. All right. Tell the committee some of the things you 

have done. 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. I have helped hundreds. of people in that 20 

years. I have helped the sick. 
Mr. REID. Physically ? ,.. 

· ·Mrs. HIAWATH~. Physically. I have helped the poor, I have 
helped the needy. Some of them have come to me, only this week, 
and said: "Well, Madam, I have nothing to give you. God will 
pay you." I know He pays me each .and' evei:y day, or else I 
wouldn't be here. . . . 

~fr. R.Em. Do they pay you anything q~i;ides that? Do you get 
any money besides those promises? 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. Every one of us are paid for our hire. 
Mr. REID. You do get real money besides that, do you?· 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. That is what we pay a licens~ for. 
Mr. REID. And you get paid? · 
Mrs. H1A,VATHA. Yes. ·. · · · 1 · • 

Mr. REID. How do you charge? Do you charge by the day or 
week? . 
. Mrs. HIAWATHA. By the day or week? Oh, no. 

Mr. REID. By the treatment? 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. For 20 years I have rie,~er had an advertisement 

iri tA,e'papers. When you advertise that 1~ an invitation to get them 
to"cMne: I have never done it. My doors are open without the price 
or the money. Do you think if a person comes to my door I would 
turn them away because they didn't have a dollad No. · I will help 
them that need help. · ' · 

Mr. REID. You do ·get money? 
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Mrs. H iawatha. C ertainly we do. Do you think  I am going to

tell a lie about it?  N o.

Mr. R eid. O h, no;  of course not. W e would not ex pect that.

But from your profits you have been able to maintain yourself?

Mrs. H iawatha. I have never been able to buy a house yet.

That is why I say we are poorly paid.

Mr. R eid. Do you have any rates among the mediums?

Mrs. H iawatha. A ny rates?

Mr. R eid. Y es.

Mrs. H iawatha. N o.

Mr. R eid. A ny standard rates?

Mrs. H iawatha. N o. There is not a medium that belongs to my

church, and I have q uite a number, that is paid any salary, not one.

W e don' t ask  it.

Mr. R eid. S uppose Mr. R athbone and Mr. Z ihlman and myself

came to see you, how would you k now how much to charge. Mr.

Z ihlman is wealthy. I am poor, and Mr. R athbone ex pects to be rich.

Mr. R athbone. H ow long will I have to suffer that suspense?

Mrs. H iawatha. Many times people come to me, and if anyone

comes to me that has no money, I k now it. Don' t you k now that

I do?

Mr. R eid. N o.

Mrs. H iawatha. If that is the last $ 2 that person has, I k now it.

I say, " Tak e that $ 2. Y ou need it."  I depend on God and a

higher power to tak e care of me.

Mr. R eid. Do they come back  at some other time and give it to

you?

Mrs. H iawatha. They don' t have to.

Mr. R eid. Do they ever come back ?

Mrs. H iawatha. N ot that I remember.

Mr. R eid. They have never come back ?

Mrs. H iawatha. N ot that I can remember.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not do as lawyers do— charge all the traffic will

bear?

Mrs. H iawatha. N o. W e don' t do that.

Mr. R eid. Mr. R athbone, any q uestions?

Mr. R athbone. N o.

Mr. R eid. Mr. Z ihlhan, do you want to ask  any q uestions about

your future, past, or present?

Mr. Z ihlman. N o.

Mr. R eid. That is all.

Mrs. H iawatha. Thank  you.

S TA TE ME N T O F  R E V . H . P. S TR A C K

Mr. S track . H onorable C hairman and members of the j udicial

subcommittee of the H ouse District C ommittee, we challenge the

testimony given by Mrs. McDowell before this committee at this

morning s session for reasons, to wit:

F irst. Deponent states that upon advice of a medium who, with

false evidence and who being in collusion with one Doctor H ubbell,

defrauded the said deponent out of $ 60,000.

Mr. R eid. Is that you as deponent?

Mr. S track . S ome one before the committee this morning.
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Mrs. HIAWATHA. Certainly we do. Do you think I am going to 
tell a lie about it~ No. 

Mr. REID. Oh, no; of course not. We would not expect that. 
But from your profits you have been able to maintain yourself~ 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. I have never been able to buy a house yet. 
That is why I say we are poorly paid. 

Mr. REID. Do you have any rates among the mediums~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. Any rates~ 
Mr. REID. Yes. 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. No. 
Mr. REID. Any standard rates? · · 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. No. There is not a medium that belongs to my 

church, and I have quite a number, that is paid any salary, not one. 
We don't ask it. 

Mr. REID. Suppose Mr. Rathbone and Mr. · Zihlman and myself 
came to see you, how would you know how much to charge. Mr. 
Zihlman is wealthy, I am poor, and Mr. Rathbone expects to be rich .. 

Mr. RATHBONE. How fong will I have to suffer that susP!'nse ~ 
Mrs. HIA w ATHA. Many times people come to me, and if anyone 

comes to me that has no money, I know it. Don't you know that 
I do~ . · • 
·Mr. REm. No. 

Mrs. HIAWATHA. If that is the last $2 that person has, I know it. 
I say, "Take that $2. You need it." I depend on God and a 

hi~her power to take care of me. 
Mr. REID. Do they come back at some other time and give it to 

you~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. They don't have to. 
Mr. REID. Do they ever come back~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. Not that I remember. 
Mr. REID. They have never come back~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. Not that I can remember; 
Mr. REID. You do not do as lawyers do-charge all the traffic wiU 

bear~ 
Mrs. HIAWATHA. No. We don't do that. 
Mr. REID. Mr. Rathbone, any questions~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. No. 
Mr. REID. Mr. Zihlhan, do you want to ask any questions .about 

your future, past, or present~ 
Mr. ZIHLMAN. No. 
Mr. REID. That is all. 
Mrs. HIA w ATHA. Thank you. 

STATEMENT OF REV. H.P. STRACK 

Mr. STRACK. Honorable Chairman and members of the judicial 
subcommittee of the House District Committee, we challenge the 
testimon( given by Mrs. McDowell before this committee at this 
morning s session for reasons, to wit : 

First. Deponent states that upon advice of a medium who, with 
false evidence and who being in collusion with one Doctor Hubbell, 
defrauded the said deponent out of $60,000. . 

Mr. REID. Is that you as deponenU 
Mr. STRACK. Some one before the committee this morning. 
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Mr. R eid. S ome one else was deposing this morning?  That is not

their affidavit you are reading now?

Mr. S track . N o.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are talk ing about the deponent in the affidavit read

this morning?

Mr. S track . Y es, sir.

Mr. S track . S econd. Deponeth sayeth not;  that Doctor H ubbel

was the original owner of the property or properties in q uestion, and

that through some fraudulent transaction he was dispossessed of

such ownership and that he found it necessary to enter suit in the

civil court at R ock ville, Md., praying the court for relief and re-

possession of his properties.

Third. That the three j udges of the trial court, after hearing the

evidence, did find for the plaintiff, Doctor H ubbell, and ordered the

property returned to him.

F ourth. F rom the decision rendered by the court at R ock ville,

Md., it appears there was first a collusion to dispossess Doctor H ub-

bell of his property, which was restored to him by order of the court.

This would prove that the deponent did not sustain the loss of

$ 60,000 through the advice of a medium, but by a decision of the

court. If there was any collusion, as appears in the testimony and

the decision of the court, it was between the medium and the depo-

nent, and not between the medium and Doctor H ubbell, as the court

sustained Doctor H ubbell and rendered in his favor.

W e therefore challenge the testimony of the deponent as being

incompetent, and move the testimony be strick en from the record of

this committee.

Mr. R eid. O f course, we are not going to strik e it out, but you can

put in your opposition to it. W hom do you want?

Mr. S track . Doctor H ubbell is here, and I would lik e to have him

called to testify.

Mr. R eid. Mr. R athbone, will you advise us whether or not this

is an appropriate time to receive evidence in contradiction of the

statements made this morning?

Mr. R athbone. I will submit the situation to the committee, if I

understand it correctly.

Mr. R eid. J ust state it shortly, so the committee may understand

it intelligently.

Mr. R athbone. There was a witness, Mrs. Dowell, who was offered

this morning and who testified in substance that some medium had

advised a certain man, Doctor H ubbell, I think  it was, to commence

a suit against her. S o far as I was able to gather, the suit has been

successful on the part of Doctor H ubbell. S he claimed that came

within the provision against defrauding through mediumship. I

ask ed the q uestion of the witness whether or not it was through

mediumship that it was done, and it appeared to me, as far as I

could mak e out, that it was through the advice the medium had given

to the plaintiff in the case. In my j udgment, I do not think  that

would have anything to do with the bill in q uestion. I do not think

the bill contemplates a situation of that character.

Mr. R eid. W ill you ex plain to the chairman how such a q uestion

is affected in any way by this bill?  W e do not want to tak e up the

time unless it is material to the issue.
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Mr. REID. Some.one else was deposing this morning9 That is not 
their affidavit you are reading now~ ,. 

Mr. STRACK. No. 
Mr. REID. You are talking about the deponent in the affidavit read 

this morning~ · ' 
. Mr. STRACK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. S'l'RAO:K. Second. Deponeth sayeth not; that Doctor Hubbel 
was the original owner of the property or properties in question, and 
that through some fraudulent transaction he was dispossessed of 
such ownership and that he :found it necessary to enter suit in the 
civil court at Rockville, Md., praying. the ··coutt ·for relief and re-
possession of his properties. . 

Third. That the three judges of the trial court, after hearin_g the 
evidence, did find for the plaintiff, Doctor Hubbell, and ordered the 
property returned. to him. · . 

Fourth. From the decision rendered by the court at Rockville, 
Md., it appears there was first a collusion to dispossess Doctor Hub­
bell of his property, which was restored to him by order of the court. 
This would prove that the deponent did not sustain the loss of 
$60,000 through the advice of a medium, but by· a . decision of the 
court. If there was any collusion, as appears in the testimony and 
the decision of the court, it was between the medium and the depo­
nent, and not between the medium and Doctor Hubbell, as the court 
sustained Doctor Hubbell and rendered in his favor. 

We t:h.erefor~ challenge the testimony of the deponent as being 
incompetent, and move the testimony be stricken from the record of 
this committee. 

Mr. REID. Of course, we are riot going to strike it out, but you can 
put in your opposition to it. Whom do you want~ 

Mr. STRACK. Doctor Hubbell is here, and I would like to have him 
called to testify. · 

Mr. REID. Mr. Rathbone, will you advise us whether or not this 
is an appropriate time to receive evidence in contradiction of the 
·statements made this morning? 

Mr. RATHBONE. I will submit the situation to the committee, if I 
understand it correctly. 

lfr. REID. Just state it shortly, so the committee may understand 
it intelligently. 

Mr. RATHBONE. There was a witness, Mrs. Dowell, who was offered 
this morning and who testified in substance that some medium had 
advised a certain man, Doctor Hubbell, I think it was, to commence 
a suit against her. So far as I was able to gather,· the suit has been 
successful on .the part of Doctor Hubbell. She claimed that came 
within the provision against defrauding through mediumship. I 
asked the question of the witness whether or not it was through 
mediumship that it was done, and it appeared to me, as far as I 
could make out, that it was through the advice the medium had given 
to the plaintiff in the case. In IIlY jud~ent, I do not think that 
would have anything to do with the bill m question . . I do not think 
the bill contemplates a situation of that character . . 

Mr. REID. Will you explain to the chairman how such a question 
is affected in any ·way by this bill~ We do not want to take up the 
time unless it is material to the issue. . 
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Mr. R athbone. A s I gather it, in my opinion, it would not be

material to this bill at all;  but it seems they want to say something

about it.

Mr. R eid. W ho made the charge this morning?

Mr. H oudini. Mrs. H irons has a number of papers.

Mr. R eid. W e will try to determine whom we want to hear, Mr.

H oudini. W as she your witness who testified this morning?

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  that she had been defrauded of $ 60,000.

Mr. R eid. Y ou can disprove that. Go ahead.

S TA TE ME N T O F  J . B. H TTBBE L I

Mr. R eid. Did you ever have $ 60,000, or property worth $ 60,000?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Did somebody tak e it away from you?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. R eid. W ho was it?

Mr. H ubbell. Mrs. H irons.

Mr. R eid. S he took  it away from you?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Under what guise or ex cuse or reason?

Mr. H ubbell. Posing as a medium herself.

Mr. R eid. A nd you gave her the $ 60,000?

Mr. H ubbell. Under her direction as a medium.

Mr. R eid. Did you finally get it back ?  •

Mr. H ubbell. I did.

Mr. R eid. H ow?

Mr. H ubbell. Through the court of eq uity.

Mr. R eid. In R ock ville, Md.?

Mr. H ubbell. In R ock ville, Md.

Mr. R eid. Does not that prove instead of disproving it 5

Mr. S track . That is what I said.

Mr. R f.id. I thought you wanted to disprove that testimony.

Mr. S track . N o;  we want to prove it.

Mr. R eid. Then Mr. H oudini' s witness this morning was right?

Mr. S track . N o;  she was wrong.

Mr. R eid. Is that correct?

Mr. S track . That is what we want to prove.

Mr. R eid. Mr. H oudini, what do you think  about it?  It seems

rather q ueer. Y ou made the charge that a man lost $ 60,000 because

of some fraudulent acts of a medium. N ow they prove it.

Mr. H oudini. The lady here holds papers that she paid him the

money, which he denied. H e came here to W ashington and visited a

medium, who told him what to do. By an accident this lady went

into the barn and found these. A nd you had her counsel?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. W hen I say " you,"  I am only repeating the lady' s

words. Is this your writing on this paper I am showing to you?

Mr. H ubbell. I presume it is, as nearly as I can see.

Mr. H oudini. A re you a spiritualist?

Mr. H ubbell. I am.

Mr. H oudini. Did you ever visit a lady named W arneck e?

Mr. H ubbell. I did. .- -i ■
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Mr. RATHBONE. As I gather it,. in my opinion, it would not · be 
material to this bill at all; but it seems they want to say something 
about it. 

Mr. REID. Who made the charge this morning~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Mrs. Hirons has a.nl.l:mber of paper,s .. 
Mr. REID. We will try to determine whom we want to hear, Mr. 

Houdini. Was she your witness who testified this morning· 1 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes; that she had been defrauded of $60,000. 
Mr. REID. You can disprove that. Go ahead. 

Mr. REID. Did _you ever have $60,000, or property worth $60,000 ¥ 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Did somebody take it away from you? 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Who was iU 
Mr. HUBBELL. Mrs. Hirons. 
Mr. REID. She took it away from you~ 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Under what gµise or excuse or reason W 

Mr. HrsBELL. Posing as a medium herself. 
Mr. REID. And you gave her the $60,000~ 
Mr. HunnELL. Under her direction as a medium. 
Mr. REID. Did you finallv get it back1 • 
Mr. HuBBEI,L. I did. ~ · 
Mr. REID. How1 
Mr. HUBBELL. Through the court of equity. 
Mr. REID. In Rockville, Md.? 
Mr. HUBBELL. In Rockville, Md. 
Mr. REID. Does not that prove instead vf d1sprovmg it f 
Mr. STRACK. That is what I said. 
Mr. REID. I thought you wanted to disprove that testimony. 
Mr. STRACK. No; we want to prove it. 
Mr. REID. Then Mr. Houdini's witness this morning was righH 
Mr. STRACK. No; she was wrong. 
Mr. REID. Is that correct? 
Mr. STRACK. That is what we want to prove. 
Mr. REID. Mr. Houdini, what do you think about it 1 It seems 

rather queer. You made the charge that a man lost $60,000 because 
of some fraudulent acts of a medium. Now they prove it. 

Mr. HouDINI. The lady here holds papers that she paid him the 
money, which he denied. He came here to Washington and visited a 
medium, who told him what to do. By an accident this lady went 
into the barn and found these. And you had her counsel~ 

Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. 
Mr. HouDINI. When I say "you," I am only repeating the lady's 

words. Is this your writing on this paper I am showing.to you~ 
Mr. HUBBELL. I presume it is, as nearly as I can see. 
Mr. HouDINI. Are you a spiritualist~ 
:Mr. HUBBELL. I am. 
Mr. HouoINI. Did. you.ever visit a lady named Wa~necke~ 
Mr. HUBBELL. I did. . · -, ' 
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Mr. H oudini. Thank  you. That is what I thought. Y ou had her

counsel and advice, and she paid you the $ 11,000. That lady claims

she never was a medium.

Mr. H ubbell. Y ou say that lady says she never paid the $ 11,000?

Mr. H oudini. S he has the evidence here to prove it, sworn to.

Mr. H ubbell. S he has not.

Mr. H oudini. I am not going to argue.

Mr. R eid. I want to get this cleat1.

Mr. H ubbell. Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. Y ou got back  the $ 60,000?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es. N o;  I only got part of it back .

Mr. R eid. Y ou tried to get it back s

Mr. H ubbell. Y es;  whatever was left.

Mr. R eid. W hatever was left?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. R eid. H ad some medium tak en that away from you?

Mr. H ubbell. This medium did.

Mr. R eid. Y ou paid another medium who gave you advice how to

get it back  from the other medium?

Mr. Blanton. Mr. C hairman, I ask  that we have order and that

everybody be seated. I would lik e to see the witness. People are

standing between me and the witness and I can not see him.

Mr. R eid. W e can not have so many assistant witnesses. W hen

the time comes we will call upon you!

S o that I may get this clear, we will proceed with the evidence.

Mr. S track . I would lik e to say j ust a word.

Mr. R eid. A bout this particular matter?

Mr. S track . Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. A ll right.

Mr. S track . The way the case has been presented to me, Doctor

H ubbell was the original owner of the property, and through some

transaction a Mrs. McDowell got possession of the property. Doctor

H ubbell had to tak e recourse to the court in R ock ville, Md., and

sued for recovery, and the court decided in his favor.

Mr. R athbone. A nd he claims some medium advised him to bring

the suit.

Mr. S track . Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are proving j ust ex actly what they charge, or I

misconceive what you are talk ing about.

Mr. S track . The witness for Mr. H oudini charged that the

medium advised fraudulently, and that is what we want to disprove.

Mr. R eid. W hich advice do you mean, the one he lost the property

on or the one he recovered it on?

Mr. S track . W hen he first lost the property. That is the way

I understand it.

Mr. R eid. Do you k now enough about it to state it?

Mr. S track . That is why we have the doctor here, and the maj or.

Mr. R eid. A ll right, doctor. Y ou lost $ 60,000 through a medium?

Is that correct?

Mr. H ubbell. This medium here.

Mr. R eid. O ne medium.

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.

Mr. R eid. O ne other medium came in afterwards?

Mr. H ubbell. Y es.
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J"OB'IUNE TELLIN<J io1 
Mr. HoumNr. Thank you, That is what I thought. You had her 

counsel and advice, ·and she paid you the $11,000. That lady clai~ 
she never was a medium. · 

Mr. HueBELL. You say that. lady says she. never paid the $11,0()0W 
Mr. HoumNI. She has the evidence here to prove it, sworn to. 
~Ir. HUBBELL. She has not. 
Mr .. Houm.Nr. I .am not going to argue . 
. Mr. REID. I want to get this cleat'. · 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REID. You got back the $60,000 W 
~fr. HUBBELL. Yes. No; I only got part of it back. 
Mr. REID. You tried to get it back 'f 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes; whatever was left. 
Mr. REID. Whatever was left~ 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. 
Mr. REm. Had some medium taken that away from youW 
Mr. HUBBELL. This medium did. 
Mr. RED>. You paid another medium who gave you advice how to 

get it back from the other medium i 
Mr. BLANTON. Mr. Chairman, I ask that we have order and that 

everybody be seated. I would like to see the witness. People are 
standing between me and the witness and I can not see him. 

Mr. REID. We can not have so many assistant witnesses. When 
the time comes we will call upon you: · 

So that I may get this clear, we will proceed with the evidence. 
Mr. STRACK. I would like to say just a word. 
Mr. REID. About this particular matterW 
Mr. STRACK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REID. All right. 
Mr. STRACK. The way the case has been presented to me, Doctor 

Hubbell was the original owner of the property, and through some 
transaction a Mrs. McDowell got possession of the pro~rty. Doctor 
Hubbell had to take recourse to the court in Rockville, Md., and 
sued for recovery, and the court decided in his favor. 

Mr. RATHBONE. And he claims some medium advised him to bring 
the suit. 

Mr. STRACK. Yes, sir. · . · 
Mr. REID. You are proving just exactly what they charge, or I 

misconceive what you are talking about. 
Mr. STRACK. The witness for Mr. Houdini charged that the 

medium advised fraudulently, and that is what we want to disprove. 
Mr. REID. Which advice do you mean, the one he lost the property 

on or the one he recovered it on W 

Mr. STRACK. When he first lost the property. That is the way 
I understand it. 

Mr. REID. Do you know enough about it to state it i 
Mr. STJU.cx. That is why we have the dOctor here, and the major. 
Mr. REID. All right, doctor. You lost $60,000 through a medium i 

Is that correct ~ . 
Mr. HuBBELL. This medium here. 
Mr. REID. One medium. 
Mr. HuBBRu .. Yes. , 
Mr. REID. One other medium came in ,&fterwardsW 
Mr. HUBBELL. Yes. , . 
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Mr. R eid. A nd this second medium advised you how to get the

$ 60,000 back ?

Mr. H ubbell. S he told me to get an honest lawyer.

Mr. R eid. Did she charge you for that?

Mr. H ubbell. S he did not.

Mr. R eid. W here do you claim the fraud is, Mr. H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. Did you ever get a message from C lara Barton

through a medium?

Mr. H ubbell. I did.

Mr. R eid. W hat point are you trying to put over?  I think  it was

good advice, to get an honest lawyer.

Mr. H oudini. I j ust want to show how people are separated from

their property. Mr. S track , the secretary, or whatever he is, said

that they are all honest and they did not charge only a certain

amount. I said, and I can prove it, that millions of dollars are tak en

from the gullibles every year.

Mr. R eid. That is not confined to spiritualism.

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  it is.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not need to argue that. [ A pplause.]  Y ou will

have to refrain from applauding here. The point I want to find

out, if it is material, is this: The first medium took  the $ 60,000 away

from this gentleman?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. R eid. A  second medium came along and told him to hire an

honest lawyer and he could get it back .

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. R eid. That proves the point you are talk ing about.

Mr. H oudini. That is all.

Mr. R eid. W hat are you q uarreling about?

Mr. H oudini. That is all.

Mr. R eid. W ho is the nex t witness. That is all, Doctor H ubbell.

Mr. H oudini. Is Mr. S ears present?

Mr. R eid. I will attend to the calling of the witnesses. [ A p-

plause.]  If you do not k eep q uiet we will have to clear the room,

and the committee will have to sit here alone. I would hate to do

that.

S TA TE ME N T O F  ME S . J . M. W A R N E KE

Mr. R eid. W hat is your name?

Mrs. W arnek e. J . M. W arnek e.

Mr. R eid. W here do you live?

Mrs. W arnek e. O n Thirteenth S treet, 3427.

Mr. R eid. In W ashington?

Mrs. W arnek e. O h, yes.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you lived here?

Mrs. W arnek e. Thirty years I have been a medium.

Mr. R eid. H ave you made your living by being a medium?

Mrs. W arnek e. O nly my living, and raised six  children, and I

have no bank  account lik e this gentleman has.

Mr. R eid. H ave you work ed at it for 80 years?

Mrs. W arnek e. Y es.

Mr. R eid. During that time how many people have consulted you?

Mrs. W arnek e. I could not count them.

Mr. R eid. Thousands of people?
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102 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. REID . .And this second medium advised. you how to get the 
$60,000 back i 

Mr. HUBBELL. She told me to get an honest lawyer. 
Mr. REID. Did she charge you for that 1 
Mr. HUBBELL. She did not. 
Mr. REID. Where do you claim the fraud is, Mr. Houdini 1 
Mr. HoumNI. Did you ever get a message . from Clar& Barton 

through a medium~ · 
Mr. HUBBELL. I did. . . . 
Mr. REID. What point are you trying to .. put oved I think it was 

good advice, to- get an hone.it lawyer; · 
Mr. HouDINI. I just want to show how people are separated from 

their property. Mr. Strack, the secretary, or: whatever he is, said 
that they are all honest and they did not charge only a certain 
amount. I said, and I can prove it, that millions of dollar£ are .taken 
from the gullibles.every year. . : · 

Mr. REID. That is not confined to. spiritualism. 
· · Mr. Hounnn. Yes; it is;, · . . 

Mr. REIJ;> .. You do_ not need to argue that. [.Ap.Plause.] You will 
have to refrain from applauding here. The point I want to .find 
()Ut, if it is material, is this: The first medium took the $60.,000 away 
from this gentleman~ 

Mr. Houn1N1. Yes. · 
Mr. REID . .A second medium: caiµe along and told him to hire an 

honest lawyer and he could get it back. · · 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes .. . 
Mr. REID. That proves the point you are talking about. 
Mr. HouDINI. That is all. 
Mr. REID. What are you quarreling about~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. That is all. 
Mr. REID. 'Vho is the next witness. That is all, Doctor Hubbell 
Mr. HOUDINI. Is Mr. Sears present~ 
Mr. REID. I will attend to the calling of the witnesses. [Ap­

plause.] If you do not keep quiet we will have to clear the room, 
and the committee will have to sit here alone. I would hate to do 
that. 

STATEMENT OF MRS. 1. M. WAB.NEXE 

Mr. REID. What is your name~ 
Mrs. WARNEKE. J. M. ·Warneke. . . 
Mr. REID. Where do you live1 . 
Mrs. WARNEKE. On Thirteenth Street, 3427. 
Mr. REID. In Washington? 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Oh, yes. 
Mr. REID. How long have you lived here1 . 
Mrs. W ARNEK.E. Thirty years I have been a medium. 
Mr. REm. Have you made your living by being a medium~ . 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Only my living, and raised six children, ancl I 

have no bank account like this gentleman has. . 
Mr. REID. Have you worked at it.for 30 years~· . · 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Yes. . 
Mr. REID. During that time how many people ·have consulted· 'rou ¥ 
Mrs. W ARNEK.E. I could· not oonnt them. . . ~ 
Mr. REID. Thousands of people~ 
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Mrs. W arnek e. Y es, and some of the best people in W ashington.

Mr. R eid. Thousands of them?

Mrs. W arnek e. Y es.

Mr. R eid. During that time did you ? ome in contact with Doctor

H ubbell?

Mrs. W arnek e. I came in contact with Miss Barton first, who was

a friend of mine, and then Doctor H ubbell.

Mr. R eid. I want to get the facts. Y ou were not instrumental in

tak ing $ 60,000 away from Doctor H ubbell, were you?

Mrs. W arnek e. N o. I didn' t k now how much he had. Until this

woman stepped in I never had my foot in his house.

Mr. R eid. Tell us how you understand Doctor H ubbell lost his

property valued at $ 60,000, and what you had to do with his losing

it or recovering it.

Mrs. W arnek e. I had nothing to do with his losing it.

Mr. R eid. W ell, with recovering it.

Mrs. W arnek e. W ith recovering it. I told him to get an honest

lawyer. That was all. But this woman fell on the floor in a trance,

because I am a trance medium, to mak e out that C lara Barton con-

sulted her.

Mr. R eid. W ho is C lara Barton?

Mrs. W arnek e. S he used to be with the R ed C ross, and she had

given this to Doctor H ubbell. But since the first day I never have

seen that woman again.

Mr. R eid. Did you ever talk  to C lara Barton' s representative or

anybody else, that affected the doctor so he let go of his property?

Mrs. W arnek e. N o.

Mr. R eid. Y ou had nothing to do with that?

Mrs. W arnek e. N o.

Mr. R eid. Y ou were in on the recovery?

Mrs. W arnek e. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Y ou helped him recover it by giving him good advice?

Mrs. W arnek e. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Did you charge him for it?

Mrs. W arnek e. N o.

Mr. R eid. Did he pay for it?

Mrs. W arnek e. N ot a cent.

Mr. R eid. Did he ever come back  and give you any money?

Mrs. W arnek e. N ot a cent.

Mr. R eid. That is all. W ho is your nex t witness?

Mr. S track . Maj or S ears.

S TA TE ME N T O F  W . H . S E A R S

Mr. R eid. W hat is your name?

Mr. S ears. W . H . S ears.

Mr. R eid. A re you a maj or?

Mr. S ears. They call me a " General"  sometimes.

Mr. R eid. W hat is your business?

Mr. S ears. A ttorney at law.

Mr. R eid. Do you practice in W ashington?

Mr. S ears. H ere and other places.

Mr. R eid. In what capacity are you speak ing?
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FORTUNE TELLING 103 

Mrs. WARNEKE. Yes, and some of the best people in Washington. 
Mr. REID. Thousands of them~ . 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Yes. 
Mr. REID. During that time did' you ~me in contact with Doctor 

Hubbell~ 
Mrs. WARNEKE. I came in contact with Miss Barton first, who was 

a friend. of mine, and then Doctor Hubbell. 
Mr. REID. I want tO get the facts. You were not instrume.ntnl in 

taking $60,000 away from Doctor Hubbell, were you t 
Mrs.WARNEKE. No. I didn't know how much he bad. Until this 

woman stepped in I never had my foot in bis house. . 
Mr. REID. Tell us how you · understand Doctor Hubbell lost his 

property valued at $60,000, and what you had to do with his losing 
it or recovering it. · 

Mrs. WARNEKE. I had nothing to do with his losing it. 
Mr. REID. Well, with recovering it. 
Mrs. WARNEKE. With recovering it. I told him to get J\Il honest 

lawyer. That was all. But this woman fell on the floor in a trance, 
because I am a trance medium, to make out that Clara Barton con• 
suited her. 

Mr. REID. Who is Clara Barton~ 
Mrs. WARNEKE. She used to be with .the Red Cross, and she had 

given this to Doctor Hubbell. But since the first day I never have 
seen that woman again. 

Mr. REID. Did you ever talk to Clara Barton's representative or 
anybody else, that affected the doctor. so he let go of his property W 

Mrs. WARNEKE. No. 
Mr. REID. You had nothing to do with that? · 
Mrs. WARNEKE. No. · 
Mr. REID. You were in on the recovery~ 
Mrs. 'V ARNEKE. Yes. 
Mr. REID. You helped him recover it by giving him good au vice t 
MI'S. WARNEKE. Yes. · 
Mr. REID. Did you charge him for .it¥ 
Mrs. WARNEKE. No. 
Mr. REID. Did he pay for it~ 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Not a cent. 
Mr. REID. Did he ever come back and give you any money? 
Mrs. WARNEKE. Not a cent. · 
Mr. REID. That is all. Who is your next witness! 
Mr. STRACK. Major Sears. · 

STATEllENf OF W. H. SEARS 

Mr. REID. What is your name~ 
Mr. SEARS. W. H. Sears. 
Mr. REID. Are you a major¥ · 
Mr. SEARS. They call me a " General " sometimes. 
Mr. REID. What is your business~ 
Mr. SEARS. Attorney at law. 
Mr. REID. Do you practice in Washington W 

Mr. SEARS. Here and other places. · 
Mr. REID. In what capacity are you s.peakin&'.7 

104123-26-----8 
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Mr. S ears. O ne of the principal witnesses in that case.

Mr. R eid. W ere you a lawyer in the case?

Mr. S ears. I drew the deed to that property.

Mr. R eid. F or Mrs. H irons or somebody else?

Mr. S ears. To Mrs. H irons.

Mr. R eid. A ll right.

Mr. S ears. I want to cite to you the records of the R ock ville court

and the C ourt of A ppeals of Maryland. Both courts decided in favor

of Doctor H ubbell.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. W e will tak e care of that.

Mr. S ears. The F acts and evidence offered and accepted in the court

were that Mrs. H irons was acting in the capacity of a practicing

medium, and speak ing to Doctor H owell as the spirit of C lara Bar-

ton or the spirit of C lara Barton speak ing through her directed

Doctor H owell to deed this property to Mrs. H irons.

Mr. R eid. W hat for?

Mr. S ears. In order to build a great memorial at Glen E cho. That

not being carried out, and Doctor H ubbell discovering he was going

to be defrauded, he brought this suit in the court at R ock ville, Md.,

to get his property back . S he claimed she paid him for it. It was

shown she had not paid anything.

Mr. R eid. Does not that prove the contention of Mr. H oudini that

people' s property was tak en away from them by fraudulent means?

Mr. S ears. That is true. S he was a practicing medium.

Mr. R eid. That is your point here?

Mr. S ears. That is the matter I was interested in.

Mr. R eid. W e are all interested in it.

Mr. Blanton. May I ask  a q uestion?

Mr. R eid. C ertainly. A  distinguished member of the committee,

Mr. Blanton, desires to ask  you some q uestions.

Mr. S ears. A ll right.

Mr. Blanton. W as Mr. F enning connected with that suit?

Mr. S ears. I never heard of it.

Mr. Blanton. Mrs. H irons claims that he was.

Mr. S ears. W ell, I don' t k now. J udge Peter was the attorney for

Doctor H ubbell in the beginning, and when he was put on the bench

he had to get another lawyer.

Mr. Blanton. W as there a lawyer connected with J udge Peter in

that case in R ock ville, Md.?

Mr. S ears. I think  not. H e was alone until he retired and went on

the bench. Then his son took  his place. I believe Mr. Bouic was in

the case. Mr. Bouic and his son took  his place.

Mr. R athbone. I may not have this straight in my mind, but,

as I understand it, Mrs. McDowell claims she lost $ 60,000 through

that lawsuit. Is that right?

Mr. S ears. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. That is where the money was lost?

Mr. S ears. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. I was not getting that straight. W as there more

than one loss that was sustained, that.is, complained of?

Mr. S ears. I didn' t k now there was but one loss.

Mr. R athbone. That is the loss of $ 60,000 by Mrs. McDowell.

Is that correct?  <  ' .

Mr. R eid. N o;  by Doctor H ubbell.
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· Mr. SEARS. One of the principal witnesses in that case. 
Mr. REID. Were you a lawyer in the case W . 

Mr. SEARS. I drew the deed to that property. 
·Mr. REID. For Mrs. Hirons· or somebody else~ 
Mr. SEARS. To Mrs. Hirons. 
Mr. ·REID. All right. .. . 
Mr. SEARS. I want to cite to you the records of the Rockville oouri 

and the Court of Appeals of Maryland.. Both courts decided in .favor 
of Doctor Hubbell. · · . · · 
· Mr. RmD. ·An right. We will take cal!e of that. . · 

Mr. SEARS. The facts and evidence offered and accepted in the court 
'Were that Mrs. Hirons was acting in the mpacity of a practicing 
lnedium, and speaking to Doctor· Howell e:s the spirit of Cl11:~ Ba.r· 
ton or the spirit of Clara Barton speaking through her directed 
Doctor Howell to deed this property to :Mrs. Hirons. · 

Mr. REID. What for~ . 
Mr. SEARS. In order to build a great memorial ·at Glen Echo. That 

not ·being carried out, and Doctor Hubbell discovering he was going 
to be defrauded, he brought·this·suit in the court at Rockville, Md., 
to get his property back. She claimed she paid him for it. It waa 
shown she had not paid anything. 
' Mr. REID. Does not that prove the aontention of Mr. Houdini that 
people's property was taken away from them by fraudulent means W 

Mr. SEARS. That is true. She was a practicing medium. 
Mr. REID. That is your point hare~ 
Mr. SEARS. That is the matter I was interest.ed in. 
Mr. REID. We are all interested in it. 
Mr. BLANTON. May I ask a question~ . 
Mr. REID. Certainly. A distinguished member of the committee, 

Mr. Blanton, desires to ask you some questions. 
Mr. SEARS. All right. 

· Mr. BLANTON. Was Mr. Fenning connected with that suit@ 
Mr. BEARS. I never heard of it. 
Mr. BLANTON. Mrs. Hirons claims that he was. 
Mr. SEARS. Well, I don't know. Judge Peter was the attorney for 

Doctor Hubbell in the beginning, and when he was put on the bench 
he had to get another lawyer. 

Mr. BLANTON. Was there a lawyer connected with Judge Peter in 
that case in Rockville,. Md.~ . 

Mr. SEARS. I think not. He was alone until he retired and went on 
the bench. Then his son took his place. I believe Mr. Bouie was in 
the case. Mr. Bouie and his son took his place. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. I JJ111.Y n:nt 'ha~€! this straight in my mind, but, 
es I understand it, Mrs. McDowell claims she lost $60,000 through 
that lawsuit. Is that right~ 

}fr. SEARS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That is where the ·money was lost¥ 
Mr. SEARS. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I was not getting that straight. Was there more 

than one loss that was sustained, that.is; complained .oU . 
Mr. SEARS. I didn't know there was but one loss. 
Mr. RATHBONE. That is the loss · of $60,000 by Mrs. McDowell. 

Is that correcU . . , . . . , · 
Mr. REID. No; by Doctor Hubbell. · 
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Mr. S ears. By Doctor H ubbell. Doctor H ubbell deeded the

property without consideration to Mrs. H irons, and afterwards com-

pelled her to deed it back .

Mr. R athbone. Mrs. McDowell has not lost anything?

Mr. S ears. Mrs. McDowell has not lost anything.

Mr. R eid. S he does not claim she lost anything, does she?

Mr. R athbone. I understood this morning she did, and it was

the medium that advised that the lawsuit be brought.

Mr. S ears. A  medium told Doctor H ubbell the way to get it

back  was to get a good lawyer.

Mr. R athbone. S he advised him to get a lawyer, and the lawyer

advised him to sue.

Mr. S ears. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. A nd that was all the claim of fraud that was

brought against the medium.

Mr. S ears. That was all.

Mr. R athbone. The advice proved to be correct, as decided by both

courts.

Mr. S ears. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. The money was recovered.

Mr. S ears. The property was recovered.

Mr. R eid. Does anybody else desire to ask  q uestions?

Mr. H otj dini. May I ask  a q uestion?

Mr. R eid. C ertainly.

Mr. H otj dini. Do you say this lady practiced, either, amateurishly

or professionally, as a medium?

Mr. S ears. N o. That was not in the trial at all.

Mr. R eid. To whom are you referring?

Mr. H otj dini. I am referring to Mrs. H irons.

Do you k now her to be a medium?

Mr. S ears. N ot to my k nowledge. S he practiced the art of me-

diumship in getting that transfer of property back , and that was the

charge in the petition in the trial.

Mr. H otj dini. Is this your signature on this paper I am now show-

ing to you?

Mr. S ears. Y es, sir;  that is my signature.

Mr. H otj dini. Then you are a little mistak en, if you are an at-

torney. W e have some letters you did not k now we had.

Mr. S ears. O h, yes;  I did. I k nbw all about it.

Mr. H otj dini. I will read one line.

Mr. S ears. I k now all about it.

Mr. H otj dini. It states:

I did not k now, of course, only what you stated in your complaint and the

information in the petition, but the whole matter convinced me of the j ustice

of your cause, save and ex cept the one point that I did not k now anything

about statements you had made to the effect that Mrs. H irons pretended to

be a medium and held communication with the spirit of the late C lara Barton.

Mr. S ears. That is true. I did not k now anything about that.

Mr. H otj dini. I will put that in evidence.

Mr. R eid. That is a fair lawyer' s letter. A re there any more

q uestions?

Mr. H otj dini. I think  that is all.

Mr. R eid. W ho is the nex t witness.

Mr. S track . I wish to mak e a little testimony.
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Mr. SEARS. By Doctor Hubbell. Doctor Hubbell deeded the 
property without consideration to Mrs. Hirons, and afterwa.rds com-
~oo ~~~U~. · . · 

Mr. RATHBONE. Mrs. McDowell has not lost anything? · 
Mr. SEARS. Mrs. McDowell has not lost anything .. 
1\-fr. REID. She does not claim she lost anything, does she? 

· Mr. RATHBONE. I understood this morning slie did, and it was 
the medium that advised that the lawsuit be brdught. 

Mr. S:EARS. A mooium told Doctor Hubbell the way t6 get it 
back was to get a good lawyer. · · · · ' .. . 

Mr. RATHBONE. She advised him to get· a lawy~r,. and the lawyer 
advised hirii to ·sue. ,. -

~Ir. SEARS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATH:BON'E. And that was all the claim of fraud that was . . 

brought against the medium. 
Mr. SEARS. That was all. 
1\-lr. RATHBONE. The advice proved to ·be correct; as decided by both 

courts. · · ' . · 
Mr. SEARS. Yes. 
lt:Ir. RATHBONE. The money was recovered. 
Mr. SEARS. The property was recovered. · . · 
Mr. REID. Does anybody else desire to ask questions? 
Mr. HouDINI. May I ask a question? 
Mr. REID. Certainly. · 
Mr. HouDINI. Do you say this lady practiced, either. amateurishly 

or professionally, as a med.mm? 
1\-fr. SEARS. No. That was not in the trial at all. 
1\-Ir. REID. To whom are you referring~ 
1'-Ir. HoUDINI. I am referring to Mrs. Hirons. 
Do you know her to be a medium ~ 
:Mr. SEARS. Not to my knowledge. She practiced the art of me­

diumship in getting that transfer of property back, and that was the 
charge in the petition in the trial. 

Mr. HouoINI. Is this your signature on this paper I am now show­
ing to you? 

~fr. SEARS. Yes, sir; that is my signature. 
Mr. HouDINI. Then you are a little mistaken, if you are an at-

torney. 'Ve have some letters you did not know we had. 
:Mr. SEA~s. Oh, yes; I did. I knbw all about it. 
l\Ir. Hout>1':N1. l will read one line. · 
l\fr. SEARS. I know all about it. 
Mr. HouDINI. It states: 
I did not know, of course, only what you stated in your complaint and the 

information in the petition. but the whole matter conYinced me of the justice 
of your cause, save and except the one point that I did not know anything 
about statements you had made to the effect that Mrs. mrons preten~ed to 
be a medium an~ held commupication with the sph·it of the late Clara Barton. 

Mr. SEARS. That is true. I did not know anything about that. 
Mr. ·HouDINJ. I will put that in evidence. 
Mr. REID. That is a fair lawyer's letter. Are there any more 

questions ~ · · 
Mr. HOUDINI. I think that is all. 
Mr. REID. Who is the next witness. 
Mr. STRACK. I wish to make a. little testimony. 
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Mr. R eid. H ave you testified before?

Mr. S track . I did this morning.

Mr. R eid. A re there any witnesses here who have not testified?

W e want to give everybody a chance.

Mr. Blanton. There is an important matter I would lik e to bring

out from this lawyer.

Mr. R eid. I will be very glad to have you enlighten the committee.

Mr. Blanton. I ask ed you a q uestion a while ago, and you did

not seem to have any k nowledge of it. In that case was not C lara

Barton' s nephew, S tephen E . Barton, connected with it?

Mr. S ears. Y es;  but that was another case.

Mr. Blanton. S tephen E . Barton was connected with it

Mr. S ears. Y es.

Mr. Blanton. A  case in which Mrs. H irons was a party?

Mr. S ears. I don' t think  it was Mrs. H irons.

Mr. Blanton. It was S tephen E . Barton?

Mr. S ears. Y es;  and he had a case against a lady.

Mr. Blanton. W ho was S tephen E . Barton' s attorney?

Mr. S ears. I think  this Mr. F enning.

Mr. Blanton. F rederick  A . F enning?

Mr. S ears. I think  so.

Mr. R eid. That might be interesting, but not important.

Mr. S ears. N o.

Mr. H ammer. Mr. C hairman, do you not think  it better to allot

the time to each side?

Mr. R eid. W e have done pretty well for the last few minutes.

Give us a few minutes more.

Mr. H ammer. I thought the members of the committee had some

say in this matter. I have always found, when you had a multitude

of people and many wanted to testify, it would give better satisfac-

tion to allot so much time to each side.

Mr. R eid. Y ou have been on committees before. H as not every-

body been given a fair chance?

Mr. H ammer. Y es;  and never get through.

Mr. R eid. Unless the chairman is overruled, we will proceed as

rapidly as we can.

Mr. Blanton. I think  you mak e an admirable chairman.

Mr. R eid. " Thank  you for them k ind words."

F UR TH E R  S TA TE ME N T O F  R E V . H . P. S TR A C K

Mr. S track . Mr. C hairman and members of the committee, there

have been repeated statements made before this committee about

fraudulent mediumships, fraudulent practices of the mediums, and

so forth. W hen the hearing was held before the S enate District

C ommittee Mr. H oudini made the statement that he owned a church,

that he had bought a church in W orcester, Mass. A t that time I took

ex ception to his statement, because I k new j ust how that church was

obtained. Y ou have not here heard Mr. H oudini say anything about

his owning a church.

Mr. R eid. W e will ask  him, if you want us to. Do you want us

to ask  him?
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Mr. REID. Have you testified before¥ 
Mr. STRACK. I did this morning. 
Mr. REID. Are there any witnesses here who have not testified¥ 

We want to give everybody a. chance. 
Mr. BLANTON ... There is an important matter I would like to bring 

out from this lawyer. 
Mr. REID. I will be v~ry glad to have you enlighten the committee. 
Mr. BLANTON. I asked you a question a while ago, and you did 

not seem to have any knowledge of it. In that case was not Clara 
Barton's nephew, Stephen E. Barton, connected with it.~ 

Mr. SEARs. Yes; but tb,at was another case. 
Mr. BLANTON. Stephen E. Barton was connected with it 
Mr. SEARS. Yes. 
Mr. BI.ANTON. A case in which Mrs. Hirons was a party~ 
Mr. SEARS. I don't think it was Mrs. Hirons. . 
Mr. BLANTON. It was Stephen E. Barton~ 
Mr. SEARS. Yes;. and he had a case against a lady. . 
Mr. BLANTON. Who was Stephen E. Barton's attorney 1 
Mr. SEARS. I think this Mr. Fenning. 
Mr. BLANTON. Frederick A. Fenning~ 
Mr. SEARS. I think so. 
Mr. REID. That might be interesting, but not important. 
Mr. SEARS. No. · 

·Mr. HAMMER. Mr. Chairman, do you not think it better to allot 
the time to ea~h side 1 

Mr. REID. We have done pretty well for the last few minutes. 
Give us a few minutes more. · 

Mr. HAMMER. I thought the members of the committee had some 
say in this matter. I have always found, when you had a multitude 
of people and many wanted to testify, it would give better satisfac­
tion to allot so much time to each side. 

Mr. REID. You have been on committees before. Has not every­
body been given a fair chance? 

Mr. HAMMER. Yes; and never get through. 
Mr. REID. Unless the chairman is overruled, we will proceed as 

rapidly as we can. 
Mr. BLANTON. I think you make an admirable chairman. 
Mr. REID. "Thank you for them kind words." 

FURTHER STATEMENT OF REV. H.P. STRACK 

Mr. STRACK. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, there 
have been repeated statements made before this commilttee about 
fraudulent mediumships, fraudulent practices of the mediums, and 
so forth. When the hearing was held before the Senate District 
Committee Mr. Houdini made the statement that he owned a church, 
that he had bought a church in Worcester, Mass. At that time I took 
exception to his statement, because I knew just how that church was 
obtained. You have not here heard Mr. Houdini sa.y anything about 
his owning a church. · 

Mr. REID. We will ask him, if you· want us to. Do you want us 
to ask him~ 
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Mr. S huck . I want to read this to the committee: "  Massachusetts

S tate A ssociation of S piritualists v. H arry H oudini and F rances

R aud."

Mr. R eid. W hat are you reading from?

Mr. S track . F rom the Banner of L ight.

Mr. R eid. W hat is that?

Mr. H oudini. A  spiritualist newspaper.

Mr. R eid. A re you attempting to disprove a fact by reading a

newspaper article?

Mr. S track . I have a court decision.

Mr. R eid. A ll right.

Mr. S track  (reading):

A  charter issued by the Massachusetts S tate A ssociation of S piritualists to

a society in W orcester k nown as Unity S piritualist C hurch, was obtained under

false pretenses by an agent of H arry H oudini, one F rances R aud.

Mr. R eid. S o he did obtain it.

Mr. S track  (reading):

This charter was presented to audiences in W orcester by H arry H oudini as

his legal property, bought from the members of Unity S piritualist C hurch for

the sum of $ 13. C ounsel for the M. S . A . S ., S amuel L . Bailen, at once

entered a bill of complaint against H arry H oudini and F rances R aud. The

following letter is ex planatory.

Massachusetts A ssociation of S piritualists,

C are of Mrs. E mma B. Kainc, 115 Tremont S treet, Boston, Mass.

Dear Mrs. Kaine: Please be advised that the j ustice sitting in the superior

court in eq uity has this day entered a final decree in the case of Massachusetts

S tate A ssociation of S piritualists v. H arry H oudini, reading as follows:

This case came on to be further heard at this sitting of the court, and upon

argument of counsel and thereupon, upon consideration thereof, it is hereby

ordered adj udged and decreed

That the complainant herein is entitled to immediate possession of the

charter referred to in the bill of complaint;  that the respondents, H arry

H oudini and F rances R aud be and hereby are ordered and directed to forth-

with deliver over to the complainant the said charter.

V ery truly yours, - ,,

S . L . Bailen.

Mr. R eid. Is that all of it?

Mr. S track . Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. Y ou did not need to read it all. Do you say that is a

good reply to a charge of fraudulent practice?

Mr. S track . Y es.

Mr. R eid. W e will tak e your word for that.

Mr. S track . The court made him return it. There is the decision

of the court.

Mr. R eid. Do you want to ask  Mr. H oudini about it?

Mr. S track . I j ust wanted to bring to the attention of the commit-

tee the fact that accusations of false statements being made are not

all on one side;  that he himself does the same thing.

Mr. R eid. S o that is the way you want to refute his statement?

Mr. S track . I beg pardon.

Mr. R eid. Y ou think  it is a good defense, when charged with mak -

ing a false statement, to show that some one else made.a false state-

ment?  That does not bear on anything in the bill.
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Mr. STRACK. I want to read this to the committee : " MaSAChusetts 
State Association of Spiritualists v. Harry Houdini and Frances 
Ra.ud." · 

Mr. REID. What are you reading from j 
Mr. STRACK. From the Banner of Light. 
Mr. REID. What is that~ 
Mr. HoumNI. A spiritualist newspaper. 
Mr. REID. Are you attempting to disprove a fact by reading a 

newspaper article~ 
Mr. STRACK. I have a court decision. 
Mr. REID. All right. 
Mr. STRACK (reading): 

A charter issued by the Massachusetts State Association of Spiritualists to 
a society in Worcester known as Unity Spiritualist Church, was obtained under 
false pretenses by an agent of Harry Houdini, one Frances Raud. 

Mr. REID. So he did obtain it. 
Mr. STRACK (reading) : 
This charter was presented to audiences in Worcester by Harry Houdini as 

his legal property, bought from the members .of Unity Spiritualist Church for 
the sum of $13. Counsel for the l\I. S. A.· 8.t Samuel I,. Ballen, at once 
entered a bill of complaint agaimit Harry Houaini and Frances Raud. The 
following letter is explanatory. 
MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 

Care of Mrs. Emma B . Kabw, 1"'/5 Trernont Street, Boston, Mass. 
DEAR MRs. KAINE: Please be advised that the justice sitting in the superior 

court in equity has this day entered a final decree in the case of Massachusettt 
State .A.ssociacion of Spiritualists 1;. Ha1-ry Houdini, readiQg as follows: 

DECREE 

This case canie on to be further heard at thiR sitting of the court, and upon 
argument ~f counsel and thereupou, upon consideration thereof; it is hereby 
ordered adjudgtid and decreed . 

That the complainant herein is entit1ed to immediate possession of the 
charte1· referred to in the bill of complaint; that · the respondents, Harry 
Houdini and Frances Raud be and hereby nre ordered nnd directed to forth­
wlth-delhTer over to the complainant the said charter. very truly yours, . 

s. L. BAILEN. 

: . Mr. R~D. Is that all of it 1 
:Mr. STRACK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REm. You did not need to read it all. Do you say that is a 

good reply to a charge of fraudulent practice? 
Mr. STRACK. Yes. 
Mr. REID. We will take your word for that. 
Mr. STRACK. The court made him return it. There is the decision 

of the court. 
Mr. REID. Do you want to ask Mr. Houdini about it 1 
~fr. STRApK. I just wanted to bring to the attention of the commit­

tee the fact that accusations of false statemeJJ.t~ being made are not 
all on one side; that he himself does the same thiQ.g. . 

Mr. REID, So that is the way you want to refute his statement 1 
Mr. STRAC.K .. I beg pardon. . . . · . 
Mr. REID. You thmk it is a good defense, w}l.en charged with ma.k­

ing a false statement, to show that some one else matje.a false state­
ment 1 That does not bear on anything in the bill. 
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Mr. S track . W hat I want to show is that the crimes are not all on

one side.

Mr. R eid. W e will admit that there is crime enough to go round on

both sides. W ho is the nex t witness?

Mr. S track . Mr. Palmer wants to be heard.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Mr. Palmer, come forward and give your

testimony.

S TA TE ME N T O F  E . C . PA L ME E '

Mr. R eid. Is your name Palmer?

Mr. Palmer. E . C . Palmer.

Mr. R eid. W here do you live?

Mr. Palmer. 5608 F ourteenth S treet N W .

Mr. R eid. Y our occupation.

Mr. Palmer. A  despised Government clerk .

Mr. R eid. In what department, so we may k now the depth of your

degradation.

Mr. Palmer. In the Pension Bureau.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you been confined there?

Mr. Palmer. The short period of 35 years.

Mr. R eid. Do you wish to testify in regard to the bill?

Mr. Palmer. I do.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Y ou may proceed.

Mr. Palmer. There has been a good deal said, Mr. C hairman and

gentlemen of the committee, on this matter which has not had a real

bearing upon the bill.

Mr. R eid. That is customary.

Mr. Palmer. But it has been mighty entertaining. I have enj oyed

it as well as the rest of them.

I want to say, Mr. C hairman, that I obj ect to this bill, and that is

what I am here for. F irst, in appearing here, I want you and the

reporters to distinctly understand that I am neither a medium nor

a member of any spiritualist church, nor am I a fortune teller nor any

of the various persons who are referred to in this bill as " pretend-

ing"  to do anything. I am a tax payer of the District and a mere

layman who has been hoping and believing for the greater part of

my life in the comforting thought that my consciousness can go on

living after my body, in which it has been cased, has worn out and

liberated my consciousness, mind or soul, or whatever you wish to

call it.

Mr. R eid. That would be the only ex cuse I could S ee for staying

in the Government service 35 years.

Mr. Palmer. I would be only too glad to get out if you would

pass a retirement bill that would let me.

A s leading up to my obj ections to this bill, I wish to say that I

was first aroused on Tuesday when I read in the paper that Mr.

H oudini had said the day before that "  If there is one person more

deluded than Dr. C onan Doyle it is S ir O liver L odge."

I have discovered in the short time that I have listened to Mr.

H oudini that he mak es lots of assertions, very few of which he prob-

ably can prove. That remark , il you will permit me to say so, is the

remark  of a consummate egotist.

Mr. R eid. O f course, you are not going to compare the two.
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Mr. STRACK. What I want to show is that the crimes are not all on 
one side. , 

Mr. REID. We will admit that there is crime 'enough to go round t>n 
both sides. Who is the next witne~ ~ 

l\Ir. STRACK. Mr. Palmer wants to be heard. 
Mr. REID. All right. Mr. Palmer, come forward and give y~nr 

testimony. · 
STATEHENT OF E. C. PALMER • 

Mr. REID. Is your name Palmed 
Mr. PALMER. E. C. Palmer. 
Mr. REID. Where do you live? 
Mr. PALlIER. 5608 Fourteenth Street NW. 
Mr. REID. Your occupation. · 
Mr. PALMER. A despised Government clerk. 
Mr. REID. In what department, so we may know the depth of your 

deg!'adation. 
Mr. PALMER. In the Pension Bureau. 
Mr. REID. How Jong have· you been confined there~ 
Mr. PALMER. The short period of 35 years. 
Mr. REID. Do you wish to testify in regard to the bilH 
Mr. PALMER. I do. 
Mr. REID. All right. You may proceed. 
Mr. PAUIER. There has been a good deal said, Mr. Chairman and 

gentlemen of the committee, on this matter which has not had a real 
bearin~ upon the bill. 

Mr. REID. That is customary. 
Mr. PAUIER. But it has been mighty entertaining. I have enjoyed 

it as well as the rest of them. 
I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I object to this bill, and that is 

what I am here for. First, in. appearing here, I want you and the 
reporters to distinctly understand that I am neither a medium nor 
a member of any spiritualist church, nor am I a fortune teller nor an_y 
of the various persons who are referred to in. this bill as "pretend.: 
ing " to do anything. I am a taxpayer of the District and a mere 
layman who has been hoping and believing for the greater part of 
my life in the comforting thought that my consciousness can go on 
living after my body, in which it has been cased, has worn out and 
liberated my consciousness, mind or soul, or whatever you wish to 
call it. 

Mr. REID. That would be the only excuse I could see for staying 
in the Government service 35 years. 

Mr. PALMER. I would be only too glad to get out if you would 
pass a retirement bill that would let me. 

As leading up to my objections to this bill, I wish to say that 1 
was first aroused on Tuesday when I read in the paper that Mr. 
Houdini had Raid the day before that " If there is one person more 
deluded than Dr. Conan Doyle it is Sir Oliver Lodge." 

I have discovered in the short time that I have listened to Mr.­
Houdini that he makes lots of assertions, very few of which he prob­
ably can prove. That .remark, it you will permit me to say so, is the 
remark of a consummate egotist. 

Mr. REID. Of course, you are not going to compare the two. 
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- Mr. Palmer. N o. It is the top height of egoistical ignorance for

this man to say such a thing of the giant intellects of those two men,

and he will have to include S ir W illiam C rook es;  S ir A rthur Bal-

four;  F lammarion, the F rench astronomer;  Doctor L ombroso, the

Italian criminologist;  the late Dr. Isaac F unk , founder and pub-

lisher of F unk  &  W agnalls'  dictionary;  Dr. J ames H . H yslop, of

C olumbia University;  H ere ward C arrington, Ph. D.;  and many

others of eq ual celebrity, who all spent from 10 to 40 years of ex -

haustive, cold, patient, scientific investigation in to spiritualism with

the set determination to prove or disprove psychic phenomena and

wound up by accepting the continuance of soul: life and its ability

to manifest itself to our senses as a proved fact.

Mr. R eid. A re you summing up against the witness, or are you

going to testify about the bill?

Mr. Palmer. I am going to come to the bill.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Y ou talk  about the bill and we will tak e

care of the witness.

Mr. Palmer. N ow, this man comes here to try to get you gentle-

men to sponsor and attempt to fasten upon us citizens a law which

would supersede the one we already have.

Mr. R eid. W e will be pretty careful to see that they do not hood-

wink  us.

Mr. Palmer. A nd with which those who are tax ed under its terms

have ex pressed themselves as satisfied, although it tax es them for

ex ercising a faculty with which God has endowed them, and would

supersede this law by one in which these folk s would be penalized

and branded as. criminals if they should indulge in their God-given

faculty any more for money. That is this law. W hy prohibit the

fortune telling?

Mr. R eid. Do you believe in it?

Mr. Palmer. N o. W hy prohibit fortune telling, or any of the

rest of the things enumerated in this bill?  N o one patronizes a

fortune teller or a palmist ex cept of his or her own free will.

Mr. R eid. That is true of lawyers and doctors, is it not?

Mr. Palmer. Y es. I thought at first you said " liar,"  and I re-

membered that some one said that lawyers and liars were pretty

much the same, but I don' t believe it.

Mr. R eid. I can understand how your ex perience in life has

demonstrated that to you.

Mr. Palmer. That is right. I have never yet gone to a fortune

teller or a palm reader. I have been accosted by these despicable

gypsies several times as I have passed their gaudy doors, but I have

never gone over the portal of any of them. To me it would be a

piece of folly to do so, but if some one else wants to blow in his

money on that folly it is his business, not mine, and, in my opinion,

not vours.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not mean that, do you?

Mr. Palmer. I do.

Mr. R eid. If a fellow wants to eat dope, he can do it?  If he wants

to commit any other crime, he can do it?

Mr. Palmer. N o. Those are crimes. The fortune-teller' s practice

of sharpness and deceit is not immoral in its effect on those who go

to them for fun or for any other reason.
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•:·Mr,. ::eALMER. No.: It is the top height .of egot.;E1tical ignorain.ce: for 
this man to say such a thing of the giant intell(;e~s of those two men, 
and he will have tO include Sir William Crookes; Sir Arthu~ Bal­
four; Flammarion, the French astronomer; Doctor Lombroso, th~ 
Italian criminologist; the late Dr. Isaac Funk, founder and pub­
lisher of Funk & W agnalls' dictionary ; Dr. James H. Hyslop, of 
Collimhia University; Hereward Carrington, Ph. D.; and many 
others of equal celebrity;, who all spent from 10 to 40 years of ex­
haustive, cold, patient, scientific investigation in to spiritualism with 
the set determmation to prove or disprove psychic phel)omena and 
wound up hr, accepting the continuance of soul: life and its ability 
to manifest· itself to our senses ail a proved fact. . 

Mr. REID. Are you summing up against the witness, or are you 
going to testify about the bill i · 

Mr. PALMER. I am going to come to the bill. 
Mr. REID. All right. You talk about the bill and we will take 

care of the witness. · 
. Mr~ PALMER; 0N ow, this man comes here to . try to get you gentle­

men to sponsor and attempt to fasten upon us citizens a law which 
would supersede the one we already have. 

Mr. REID. We will be pretty careful to see that they do not hood-
wink us. · · 

Mr. PALMER. And with which those who are taxed under its terms 
have expressed themselves as satisfied, although it taxes them for 
e.xercising a faculty with which God has endowed them, and would 
supersede this law by one in which these folks would be _penalized 
and branded as. crimmals if they should indulge in their God-given 
faculty any more for money. That is this law. Why prohibit the 
fortune telling~ 

Mr. REID. Do you believe in iU 
Mr. PALMER. No. Why prohibit fortune telling, or any of the 

rest of the things enumerated in this bill~ No one patronizes a 
fortune teller or: a palmist except of his or her own free wpl. 

Mr. REID. That is true of lawyers and doctors1 is it not. 
Mr. PAL~IER. Yes.· I thought at first you said "liar," and I re­

membered that some one said that lawyers and liars were pretty 
much the same, but I don't believe it. 

Mr. REID. I can understand how your experience in" life has 
demonstrated that to you. 

Mr. PALMER. That is right. I have never yet gone to a fortune 
teller or a palm reader. I have been accosted by these despicable 
gypsies several times as I have passed their gaudy doors, but I have 
never gone over the portal of any of them. To me it would be a 
piece of folly to do so, but if some one else wants to blow in his 
money on that folly it is his business, not mine, and, in my opinion, 
no~ _yours. 

Mr. REm. You do not mean that, do you¥ 
Mr. PALMER. I do. 
Mr. REID. If a fellow wants .t~ eat dope, he can do it¥ If he wants 

to commit any other crime, he can do it W 

Mr. PALMER. No. Those are crimes. The fortune-'teller's practice 
of sharpness and deceit is not immoral in its effect on those who go 
to them for fun or for any other reason. 
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Mr. Keid. Y ou do not commend that as reflecting your 35 years in

Government service, I hope.

Mr. Palmer. There are some things I would lik e to commend and

some things I don' t want to commend. H ence there is no particular

reason why, in my opinion, even these fortune tellers should be pro-

hibited instead of tax ed. A s a tax payer, I might say that if you

supersede the present law, by which these people pay for their rights

and their privileges, it simply means that much more tax  upon the

general tax -burdened people.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not think  the people of W ashington would ob-

j ect to the little additional tax , do you?

Mr. Palmer. N o. I don' t obj ect to it. Y ou have been putting it

on until my tax es are more than double what they were 10 years ago.

Mr. R eid. Mr. Blanton will tell you that W ashington has lower

tax es than any other city in the country.

Mr. Palmer. Y es;  but he does not k now everything about it.

Mr. R eid. O h, yes. H e k nows a good deal.

Mr. Palmer. The obj ectionable part of the present law is that it

tax es the genuine psychic, sensitive or spirit medium the same as it

tax es these Gypsy charlatans and thieves.

Mr. R eid. H ow you going to tell them apart?

Mr. Palmer. The obj ectionable part of this proposed bill is that it

will stifle and shut off the good manifestations of the genuine

psychics while shutting off the charlatans and mountebank s, or

" fak es,"  as they have been called here in the elegant diction of the

gentleman who sponsors the bill.

N ow, I want to k now if you have any right to do that for the

people of this District when so large a number of us obj ect to it on

the ground that it will withhold from use the satisfaction of having

personal proof that the souls or spirits of our loved ones who have

passed on can come to us through certain channels and bring us

comfort and that our own spirits will live on through the ages.

I heard.the statement yesterday of the honorable R epresentative

from N ew Y ork , Mr. Bloom, made in an eq uivocal way, that this

bill would not interfere with the religious belief and method of wor-

ship of spiritualists, but don' t you believe the assertion;  I don' t. It

has been .asserted by several, but I k now j ust how it will work .

O ur already over-burdened policemen, over-burdened with a thousand

and one traffic rules, bootlegger responsibilities and real criminal

laws and regulations, to enforce which is now puzzling them so they

don' t k now whether they are standing on their heads or on their

feet, can not mak e those fine, hair-splitting distinctions which you

gentlemen, who are so capable in defining that you often originate

laws which we men who are charged with the duty of construing are

hard put to it to k now what you really meant.

Mr. R eid. A re you talk ing about your ex perience in the Pension

O ffice?

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Do you come before a committee of C ongress and tell

them you can not interpret the laws which they pass, in your official

capacity;  do you want that in the record here?  Do you want it in

the record that you are testifying in public here that C ongressmen

mak e laws that you men in the Pension O ffice can not interpret?
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Mr. REID. You do not commend that as reflecting your 35 years in 
Government service, I hope. 

Mr. PALMER. There are some things I would like to commend and 
some things I don't want to. commend. Hence there is no particular 
reason why, in my opinion, even these fortune tellers should be pro­
hibited instead of taxed. As a taxpayer, I might say that if you 
supersede the present law, by which these people pay for their rights 
and their privileges, it simply means that much more tax upon the 
general tax-burdened people. 
· Mr. REID. You do not think the people of Washington would ob­
ject to the little additional tax, do you~ 

Mr. PALMER. No. I don't object to it. You have been putting it 
on until my taxes are more than double what they were 10 years ago. 

Mr. REm. Mr. Blanton will tell you that Washington has lower 
taxes than any other city in the country. · · 

Mr. PALMER. Yes; but he does not lmow everything about it. 
Mr. REID. Oh, yes. He knows a good deal. 
Mr. PALMER. The objectionable part of the present law is that it 

taxes the genuine psychic, sensitive or spirit medium the same as it 
taxes these Gypsy charlatans and thieves. 

Mr. REID. How you going to tell them a.part 9 
.Mr. ~ALMER. The objectionable part of .this P!oposed bill is tha~ it 

will stifle ·and shut off. the good mamfestat10ns of the genume 
~ychics while shutting off the charlatans and mountebanks, or 
'fakes," as they have been called here in the elegant diction of the 
gentleman who sponsors the bill. 

Now, I want tp know if you have any right to do that for the 
people of this District when so large a number of us object to it on 
the ground that it will withhold from use the satisfaction of having 
personal proof that the souls or spirits of our loved ones who have 
passed on can come to us through certain channels and bring us 
comfort and that our own spirits will live on through the ages. 

I heard.the statement yesterday of the honorable Representative 
f~om New· Yo~k;:Mr. Bl~om, made. i? an e~uivocal way, that this 
bill would not interfere· with the rehg'°us behef and method of wor­
ship of spiritualists, but don't you believe the assertion; I don't. It 
has been .asserted by several, but I know just how it will work. 
Our already over-burdened policemen, over-burdened with a thousand 
and one traffic rules, bootlegger responsibilities and real criminal 
laws and regulations, to enforce which is now puzzling them so they 
don't know whether they are standing on their heads or on their 
feet, can: not make those fine, hair-splitting distinctions which you 
ge~tlemen, who are so capable in defining that you often originate 
laws which we men who are charged with the duty of construing are 
liard ·put to it to kn:ow what you really rrieant. · · 

Mr. REID. Are you talking about. your experience in the Pension 
Office? · .. · . 

Mr. P~LMER. Yes. . . · 
· Mr. 'RErb. Do you :come before a· committee of Congress and tell 
them you cap. n.ot interpret the laws which they pass~ in you:r official 
capacity;· do you wi(ht that i1,1 the record here? Do you want it in 
the ·record that·you-'ft.re te5tifyihg in public here that Congressmen 
make laws that you men in the Pension Office "cfin not i'nterpret W 
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Mr. Palmer. I did not say that. I did not say " can not interpret."

I said we were hard put to it to k now what you really meant.

Mr. R eid. Is it up to you to finally determine that?

Mr. Palmer. It is up to some of us.

Mr. R eid. That is a terrible indictment of C ongress, if you can not

understand it.

Mr. Palmer. These policemen, being unable to see the difference

as you may, will be often raiding the homes of people who have

otherwise been good, law-abiding citizens, and yank ing them into

court to be fined and scolded, and warned not to again ex ercise that

gift of psychic power with which they have been endowed. It seems

to me it is merely one more step in the direction of infringement

on personal liberty, of which so much has been said of late.

Mr. R eid. A re you for or against the dry amendment?

Mr. Palmer. I am for the dry amendment, so far as my personal

habits are concerned. .:i

Mr. R eid. A nd you say there has been much complaint about it.

Mr. Palmer. Y es: there has been a great deal of complaint of

the infringement on personal liberty. It look s to me lik e this is

another step in the same direction.

. Mr. H ammer. W ould you go so far as to stop the barrooms and

brothels, if people want to patronize them?

Mr. Palmer. I would, because they are criminal, and produce

criminals. These people are not criminals, and do not produce

criminals, and there is the difference.

Mr. H ammer. Do barrooms produce criminals?

Mr. Palmer. Do barrooms produce criminals, did you say?

Mr. H ammer. I ask ed you that.

Mr. Palmer. Y es;  I certainly think  they do, and they have pro-

duced lots of them. S o far as I am concerned, not a drop of liq uor

has ever passed my lips, and I am not ashamed to say it. I am proud

to say it, and I don' t care who k nows it.

Mr. R eid. This is certainly a wet crowd. Y ou did not get much of

a hand on that.

Mr. Palmer. I see. I guess it is.

Mr. Bloom read into the record yesterday a city ordinance of

H artford, C onn., which brands the council of that city as a pack  of

fanatics. I can not believe that the C ongress of the United S tates

will put themselves in that category, even if brother H oudini has

placed himself there and dragged H onorable Mr. Bloom with him.

N ow, lastly, I obj ect to this bill if it will hamper in any manner

the appearance in this city of a friend of mine, who will present

to us the opportunity to enj oy the most convincing proof of the

continuity of soul-life beyond the grave that has been seen here in

years, if ever. I mean convincing to doubting Thomases, not neces-

sarily the best proof to believing spiritualists, but the most re-

mark able from a visual standpoint. In my j udgment, he will have

a good chance of getting Mr. H oudini' s $ 10,000 that he so dramati-

cally spread upon the table the other day. .

Mr. R eid. I won $ 10,000 from him, and he never paid it.

Mr. Palmer. I shall have my friend here before nex t fall. H e

is used as the instrument for materializations which Mr. H oudini

can not imitate as he imitated slate writing yesterday.
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Mr. PALMER. I did not say that. I did not say "can not interpret." 
I E?aid we were hard put to it to know what you really meant. 

Mr. REID. Is it up to you to finally deter-mine that V 
Mr. PALMER, It is up to some of us. 
Mr. REID. That is a terrible indictment of Congress, if you can not 

understand it. 
Mr. PALMER. These policemen, being unable t.o see. the di:ff erence 

as you may, will be often raiding the homes of people who ·have 
otherwise been good, law-abiding citizens, and yanking them into 
court to be fined and scolded, and warned not to· again exercise that 
gift of psychic power with which they have been endowed .. It seems 
to me it is merely one more step in the direction · 'of infringement 
on personal liberty, of which so much has been said of late. · 

Mr. REID. Are you for or against the dry amendment¥ 
Mr. PALMER. I am for the dry amendment, so far· as ·my personal 

habits are concerned. . . , .:t 
l\Ir. REID. And you say there has been. much complaint about it; 
Mr. PALMER. Yes; there has been &· great deal .of complaint of 

the infringement on personal liberty. It looks to me like ~ this is 
another step in the same direction. · : · : \ 

. Mr. HAMMER. ".,. ould you go so far as to stop the. barrooms and 
brothels, if people want to patl'onize them~~ . . ; ; : 

Mr. PALMER. I would, because they are criminal,. and produce 
criminals. These people are not criminals, and do not produce 
criminals, and there is the difference. · · · .. · 

Mr. HAMMER. Do barrooms produce criminals1 . 
Mr. PALMER. Do barrooms produce criniinals, did you say~ ·: _, 
l\Ir. HAMMER. I asked you that. · 
Mr. PALMER. Yes; I certainly think t~y. do, @d they hu'e pro-

duced lots of them .. So far as I am concerned, not a. qrop of liquor 
has ever passed my hps, and I am not ashamed to saw- it. I am proud 
to say it, and I don't care who knows it. · · · . , 

Mr. REID. This is certainly a wet crowd. You did. riot get much of 
a hand on that. 

Mr. PALMER. I see. I guess it is. · · · · 
Mr. Bloom read into the record yesterday a . city · ord~nce of 

Hart~ord, Conn., which. brands the council of that city a~ .a pack o~ 
fanatics. I can not believe that the Congress of the Umted States 
will put themselves in that category, even if brother Houdini has 
placed himself there and dragged Honorable Mr. Bloom with him. 

Now, lastly, I object to this bill if it will hai;np.er in any manner 
the appearance in this city of a friend Of mine, who will present 
to us the opportunity to enjoy the most convinci:ug proof of the 
continuity of soul-life beyond the grave that has been seen· here in 
years, if ever. I mean convincing to douQt~n¥ Tho~ases, not neces­
sarily the best proof to believing spiritualists~ but the most re­
markable from a visual standpoint. In my judgm41mt, he · will have 
a good chance of getting Mr. Houdini's $100000 that he ~o .dramati-
cally spread upon the table the ot!ier day. · · · .. 1 • . • . · 

Mr. REID. I won $10,000 from him, and he never paid it. , , 
Mr. PALMER. I shall have my friend h~re bew:ri~ next fall .. He 

is used as the instrument for piaterializa.tions wlii'ch .'Mr. Houdini 
can not imitate as he imitated slate writing yesterday ... 
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Mr. R eid. Did he do something on a slate?

Mr. Palmer. Mr. H oudini is a sharp man, a capable man, and

all that sort of thing. My friend is a genuine psychic, not a

trick ster. .

Mr. R eid. H ow do you k now the difference?  That is what I

want to k now.

Mr. Palmer. E very man should find that out for himself, which

he can not afford to neglect doing.

Mr. R eid. Is that the test?

Mr. Palmer. That is the test.

Mr. R eid. A ll right.

Mr. Palmer. This man is going to be here. H e has been a busi-

ness man in L os A ngeles for years, and he was born in this city. H e

is about Mr. H oudini' s age, and he never had an ink ling of the power

within him until about five years ago;  five years ago to-day;  as a

matter of fact;  and since then he has developed the power, or the

power has been developed in him, of producing figures, or rather, of

what they call materialization of spirit forms.

Mr. R eid. Do you think  anybody ought to seriously obj ect to the

provisions of this bill?

Mr. Palmer. W hy not?

Mr. R eid. H ere is what this bill says:

A ny person pretending to tell fortunes;  where lost or stolen goods may be

found;  any person who, by game or device, sleight-of-hand, pretending, fortune-

telling, or by any other trick  or other means, by the use of cards or other

implements or instruments, fraudently obtains from another person property

of any description;  any person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms

for protection, or to unite the separated, shall be considered a disorderly

person.

Mr. Palmer. W ell, Mr. C hairman

Mr. R eid. W ait a minute.

Mr. Palmer. A ll right.

Mr. R eid. Mr. H ammer wants to ask  you a q uestion.

Mr. Palmer. A ll right.

Mr. H ammer. H ow does that affect palmistry?

Mr. Palmer. It would not affect palmistry in any particular, in

my opinion. W e already have a law to punish anybody who ob-

tains property fraudulently in any manner, way, shape, or form.

Mr. R eid. Do you believe anybody can remove spells?  Do you

think  anybody ought to sell charms for protection?

Mr. Palmer. That, my dear sir, is a q uestion that does not affect

spiritualism, any more than it affects C atholics, or any more than it

affects me as a Methodist.

Mr. R eid. A re you a Methodist?

Mr. Palmer. " Y es.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are a Methodist and a dry, and I am a Methodist

and a dry.

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. R eid. W e ought to get along together.

Mr. Palmer. I am a Methodist and a dry, and I am glad you are

both.

Mr. R eid. I want to get a common ground for us.

Mr. Palmer. A s a good Methodist, I obj ect to that clause about

selling charms.
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· Mr. REm. Did he· do something o;n a slate~ 
Mr. PALMJi'!R . . Mr. Houdini is a sharp man, a capable man, and 

all that sort of .. thing. My friend is a genuine psychic, not. a 
trickster. • 
· Mr. REID. How do yoij.1 know the difference~ ·That is what I 
want to know. 

Mr. P .ALMP.l~ :Every man should find that out for himself, which 
he can not aiif ord to neglect doing. 

Mr. Rmn. Is that the test~ 
Mr. P .ALMEK. That is the test. 
Mr. REID. All ri~ht. . . ·: . . 

· Mr. PALM:F..R, This man is going to be here. He has been a busi­
ness man in· Los .Angeles for years, and he was born in this city. He 
is about Mr. Houdini's age;·and he never had an inkling of the power 
within him ;Until .. about five years ago; five years ago to-day; as a 
matter of fact; and since then he has developed the power, or the 
power has been developed in .him, of producing figures, or rather, of 
what they call materialiaation of spirit forms. 

Mr. REID. Do you think anybody ought to seriously object to the 
provisions of this bill~ 
· Mr. PALMER. Why not j 

Mr. REID. Here ia what this bill says: 
Any person pretending to tell fortunes ; where lost or stolen goods may be 

found ; any person who, by game or device, sleight-of-hand, pretending, fortune­
telling, or by any other trick or other means, by the use of cards or otht.>r 
implements or instl'Umt:!nts, fraudently obtains from another person property 
ot any description ; any person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms 
tor protection, or to unite the separated, shall be considered a disorderly 
person. 

Mr. PALMER. Well, Mr. Chairman-­
Mr. REID. Wait a minute. 
Mr. PALMER. All right.' 
Mr. REID. Mr. Hammer wants to ask you a question. 
Mr. PALMER. All right. · 
Mr. HAMMER. How does that affect palmistry~ 
Mr. PALMER. It would not affect palmistry in any particular, in 

my opinion. We already have a law to punish anybody who ob­
tams property fraudulently in any manner, way, shape.? or form. 

Mr. REID. Do you believe anybody can remove spells J Do you 
think anybody ought to sell charms for protection~ 

Mr. P .ALMER. That, my dear sir, is a question that does not affect 
spiritualism, any more than it affects Catholics, or any more than it 
affects me as a Methodist. 

Mr. REID. Are__you a Methodist~ 
Mr. P .ALMER. Yes. 
Mr. REID. You are a Methodist and a dry, and I am a Methodist 

and a dry. 
Mr. P .ALMER. Yes. 
Mr. REID. We ought to ~t along together. · 
Mr. PALMER. I am a Methodist and a dry, and I am glad you are 

both. 
Mr. REID. I want to get a common ground for us. 
Mr. PALMER. As a good Methodist, I object to that clause about 

selling charms~ 
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Mr. R eid. Y ou do not believe in that, do you?  J ohn W esley

would turn over in his grave if he thought Methodists were advocat-

ing such a thing as that.

Mr. Palmer. It affects C atholics in their profession of faith.

Mr. R eid. W hat about the separating?  Uniting the separated?

Mr. Palmer. I believe

Mr. R eid. That is a provision of the bill?

Mr. Palmer. Y es. ,, , ,

Mr. R eid. A nd you are talk ing to the bill?  -

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. R eid. A nd you are roasting H oudini?  ,

Mr. Palmer. Y es. I tried to roast him last winter when he

showed here at the Belasco Theater. N o;  I didn' t roast him. I

simply ask ed him some q uestions, because I thought he was a well-

posted man.

Mr. R eid. W as he?

Mr. Palmer. I have seen better posted men, but he is pretty good.

Mr. R athbone. I was particularly interested in that part of your

statement that gave a list of names of prominent men who believe

in spiritualism. I can only recall some of them. I would lik e to

ask  you upon what you have based that statement?  H ave you read

any book s?  A re you able to state any book s they have written upon

the subj ect?  Tak e such a man as L ombroso.

Mr. R eid. W hat did he do?

Mr. R athbone. H e was agreat criminologist, one of the greatest

criminologists in the world.

Mr. R eid. O h, I see.

Mr. R athbon. H as he ever written anything upon spiritualism, or

anything that deals with spiritualism?

Mr. Palmer. I have read one of his articles on the subj ect.

Mr. R athbone. I would be interested in k nowing it I did not

k now he had ever done so.

Mr. Palmer. Y es. A s for Dr. H ereward C arrington, I read his

book . S ome years ago he was as strong an opponent as you could

get of anytihng concerning psychic phenomena and spirit mediums

and all those things. In a book  he has written at a later date he

says that having investigated all those things, he has become con-

vinced of the fact that they are true, that there can be such mani-

fesations made.

Mr. R athbone. If you are able to give me a reference to any of

those articles, I will be very glad to have them.

Mr. Palmer. Mr. R athbone, I will send you some of the articles.

Mr. R athbone. I wish you would.

Mr. R eid. Mr. H oudini wants to ask  you a q uestion.

Mr. H otj dini. May I give the witness a little information, in case

he has not read the book , and if there is any book  he can mention I

would lik e to ex plain it to him.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. A sk  him q uestions.

Mr. H oudini. R egarding S ir W illiam C rook es, he was one of the

greatest men of all times, but he was completely mystified by a little

blonde lady.

Mr. R eid. A h!
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. ].\ilr. REID. You ·.do not believe in t~t,. do· you-? John 'Vesley 
w9qld turn over in his grave if he thought ~ethodist~ were advocat-
ing such a thing as that. . . . 

Mr. PALMER.· It affects Catholics in their profession of faith. 
Mr. REID. What about the separating1 U~iting the separated~ 
Mr. PALMER. I believe--
Mr. REID. That is a provision of the bill~ .... 
Mr. PALMER. Yes. , : 
Mr. REID. And you are talking to the.bilU 
Mr. PALMER. Yes. . 
Mr. REID. And you are roasting Houdin.i W , · .· . . 

;Mr. PALMER. Yes. I tried to roast him laist. winter when ·he 
showed here at the . Belasco Theater .. No; I didn't roast him. I 
~ply asked him some questions, because I th<mght he was a well­
posted ma.n. 

Mr. REID. Was he~ .. . 
Mr. PALMER. I have seen better posted men, but he is pretty good . 

. Mr. RATHBONE. I was particularly intevested in that part of your 
statement that gave a list of names of prominent men wht> believe 
in spiritualism. I can only recall some of tb.em. I would like to 
ask you upon what you have based that statement~ Have you re.ad 
any books~ Are you able to state any books they have written upon 
the subject~ Take such a man as Lombroso, . 

Mr. REID. What did he do~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. He was agreat criminologist, one of the greatest 

criminologists in the world. . 
Mr. REID. Oh, I see. 
Mr. RATHBON. Has he ever written anything upon spiritualism, or 

anything that deals with spiritualism W 

Mr. PALMER. I have read one of his articles on the subject. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I would be interested in knowing it I did not 

kn.ow he had ever done so . 
. Mr. PALMER. Yes. As for.Dr. Hereward Carrington, I read his 
hook. Some years ago he was as strong an opponent as you could 
get of an'ytihng concerning psychic phenomena and spirit mediums 
~d all those things. In a book he has written at a later date he 
says that having investigated all those things, he has become con­
vinced of the fact that they are true, that there can be such mani-. 
fesations made. · 

Mr. RATHBONE. If you are able to give me a. reference to any of 
those articles, I will be very glad to have them. · 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Rathbone, I will send you some of the articles. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I wish you would. 
Mr. REID. Mr. Houdini wants to ask you a question. · 
Mr. HounINI. May I give the witness a little information, in case 

he has not read the book, and if there is any book he can mention I 
w:ould like to explain it to him. 

Mr. REID. All right. Ask him 9uestions . 
. Mr. HouDINI. Regarding Sir William Crookes, he was one of the 
greatest men of all times, but he was completely mystified by a little 
blonde lady. 

Mr. REID, Ah ! 
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Mr. H oudini. S he fooled him in a dark  room with a galvanometer,

and in 1876 he refused to speak  about it. Mr. F unk  was a very

brilliant man.

Mr. R eid. Is he the fellow that has the dictionary?

Mr. H oudini. Y es. H e wrote the " W idow' s Mite."

Mr. Palmer. Y es. I have that book .

Mr. H oudini. A ny medium could fool Mr. F unk , because he is

what is k nown in the vernacular as a " shut-eye."

Mr. R eid. A  what?

Mr. H oudini. A  " shut-eye."

Mr. R eid. W hat is that?

Mr. H oudini. A  " shut-eye"  is one who believes everything any-

medium tells him or her. A n " open-eye"  is one who is a trick ster

and k now it. A  good many people believe in it, and I respect them.

I tak e off my hat to the " shut-eyes,"  but those who are open eyed

and k now they are trick sters are the ones that I am attack ing.

Mr. R eid. W ere these all shut-eyes?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, with the ex ception of the last named by Mr.

Palmer."

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Go ahead.

Mr. H oudini. L ombroso was completely fooled by Paladino. My

private secretary, J ohn W . S argent, and J oseph A . R ing, a C olum-

bia C ollege student, completely ex posed him in N ew Y ork  C ity.

H yslop was fooled. H e was a gentleman and a scholar, but he

was not q ualified to ex amine any medium. Y ou get any of his

book s and sit down with me, and I will tear every medium to pieces.

C arrington is on the committee with me on the S cientific A merican.

C arrington is a.hack er.

Mr. R eid. A  what?

Mr. H oudini. A  hack er.

Mr. Palmer. A nother E nglish term.

Mr. R eid. W hat is a hack er?

Mr. H oudini. A  hack er tak es other peoples'  book s and writes a

book  with a pair of scissors. H e bought a doctor of philosophy' s

diploma in O sk aloosa, and five days ago the man who sold it to

him was arrested by the Government. H e committed suicide, Mr.

McL ennan. H e k illed his wife and child, for selling those to C ar-

rington.

Mr. R eid. Do you want to ask  any more q uestions.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou admit that, while I am not well posted, I

k now a good deal about the subj ect?

Mr. Palmer. Y es, I admit it.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou say there are no crimes committed. Do you

k now how many crimes have been committed in a dark  room where

a male or female medium has one of the opposite sex  in the room

for hours?  H ere is a list of crimes committed under the guise of

spiritualism, with the headline " S piritualist cause two k illings."

I don' t want to read it.

Mr. R eid. Do you think  it is all right for the committee to read?

Mr. H oudini. I don' t want to tak e too much time.

Mr. R eid. E x amine them, J udge H ammer, if they are all right for

the committee to read.

Proceed, Mr. H oudini.
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Mr. HOUDINI. She fooled him in a dark room with a galvanometer, 
and in 1876 he refused to speak about it. Mr. Funk was a very 

1 brilliant man. 
Mr. REID. Is he the fellow that has the dictionary~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes. He wrote the "Widow's Mite." 
Mr. PALMER. Yes. I have that book. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Any medium could fool Mr. Funk, because he is 

what is known in the vernacular as a "shut-eye." 
Mr. REID. A whaU 
Mr. HouDINI. A "shut-eye." 
Mr. REID. What is that~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. A "shut-eye" is one who believes everything any 

medium tells him or her. An "open-eye " is one who is a trickster 
and know it.· A good many people believe in it, and I respect them. 
I take off my hat to the "shut-eyes," but those who are open eyed 
and know they are tricksters are the ones that I am attacking. 

Mr. REID. Were these all shut-eyes~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes; with the exception of the last named by Mr. 

Palmer.· 
Mr. REm. All right. Go ahead. 
Mr. HouDINI. Lombroso was completely fooled by Paladino. My 

private secretary, John· W. Sargent, and Joseph A. Ring, a Cohim­
bia College student, completely exposed him in New York City. 

Hyslop was fooled .. H~ was a gentleman and a scholar, but he 
was not qualified ·to examine any medium. You get any of his. 
books and sit down with me, and I will tear every medium to pieces. 
Carrington is on the committee with me on the Scientific· American: 
Carrington is a .hacker. 

Mr. REID. A what~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. A hacker. 
Mr. PALMER. Another English term. 
Mr. REID. What is a hacker~ 
Mr. Houonn. A hacker takes other peoples' books ana writes a 

book with a . pair of scissors. He bought a doctor of philosophy's 
diploma in Oskaloosa, and five days ago the man who sold it to 
him was arrested· by · the Government. He committed suicide, Mr. 
McLennan. He killed his wife and child, for selling those to Car,; 
rington. · ·. · . 

Mr. REID. Do you want to _ask any 'more questions. 
Mr. HouDINI. You admit that, while I am not well posted, I 

know a good deal about the subject i . 
Mr. PALMER. Yes, I :admit it. 
Mr. HocmNI. You say there are no crimes committed . . Do you 

know how many crimes have been committed in a dark room where 
a male or female medium has ·one of the opposite sex in the room 
for hours~ , · Here is & list of crimes committed under the J$.Uise of 
spiritualism, with the headline "Spiritualist cause two killings." 
I don't want to read it. . 
· Mr .. REID . . Do you think it is all right for · the committee to read W 

. Mr. HouoINI. I don?t want to take too much time. · 
Mr. REID. Examine theni, Judge Hammer, if they are all right for 

the committee to read. · 
Proceed, ~fr. Houdini. 
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Mr. H oudini. Y ou have named these scientists. Do they sell

luck y charms?

Mr. Palmer. I don' t think  they do.

Mr. R eid (to H oudini). A re you testifying or ask ing' a q uestion?

Mr. H oudini. I say they were good men, but they were deluded.

They were all fooled, ex cept C arrington, and he is a trick ster.

Mr. R eid. W ho is C arrington?

Mr. Palmer. Mr. H oudini, whom have you heard say these scien-

tific men were deluded?

Mr. H oudini. A rthur C onan Doyle stated that I possess psychic

powers.

Mr. Palmer. I presume you do.

Mr. H oudini. C ertainly not. Y ou were roasting me. Do not

compliment me. I wish I did. These scientists claim I do, but it

is not so.

Mr. R eid. H e may not have psychic powers, but he has a lot of

nerve.

Mr. H oudini. They do not bring back  the dead. They believe in

it. I respect those gentlemen.

Mr. Palmer. They are lik e me. I can' t do it.

Mr. H oudini. I respect those men, because they are shut-eyes.

That is all.

Mr. R eid. A ny further q uestions?

Mr. Palmer. I would lik e to ask  Mr. H oudini if he ever went to

L os A ngeles after he and I had that talk  last winter, to see this

man J ohnson, the psychic there of whom I told him at that time.

Mr. H oudini. N o. But may I tell you for your information, if you

will bring him to W ashington, with your permission I will tell you

how he does it.

Mr. Palmer. I am not going to have Mr. J ohnson here or his wife.

They work  it together. Mrs. J ohnson died on the 26th of F ebru-

ary, 1925, and Mr. J ohnson is now 72 or 73 years old and has given

up active work . But a friend of mine who was born in this city

that I told you about and told the committee about is coming here,

although it was only five years ago to-day for the first time that he

went to a seance conducted by Mr. and Mrs. J ohnson in L os A ngeles,

he being a business man, not a believer, and very strongly against it,

as strongly against it as you are now. W hen he went the second

time he was simply tak en off his feet, and he became a strong be-

liever, and he wrote to me. H e and I have corresponded right along

and, with your permission, I will read a little selection from one of

his letters.

Mr. R eid. A ll right. W e will hear what the spirits say.

Mr. Palmer. They can' t hurt you if they are that far away.

Mr. H oudini. W as J ohnson a witness in a famous case in

C alifornia?

Mr. Palmer. N o.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou k now J ohnson was in j ail?

Mr. Palmer. N o.

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  60 days.

Mr. Palmer. My friend never went to j ail. Y ou said you thought

J ohnson was the man who had materialization. I told you that

there were materializations of figures, and sometimes eight or ten

people in the room with Mr. J ohnson, sitting in plain sight with a
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Mr. HounrNI. You have named these sQientists. Do they sell 
lucky charms~ 

Mr. PALMER. I don't think they do. . . 
Mr. REID (to Houdini). Are you testifying or asking• a question t 
Mr. HoumNI. I say they were ~ood men, but they were deluded. 

T4ey were all fooled, except Carrmgton, and he is a trickster. . 
Mr. REiD. Who is Carrmgt.on ~ . 
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Houdini, whom haye you h~rd say these scien-

tific men were deluded~ .. . . 
Mr. HOUDINI. Arthur Conan Doyle stated that I possess psychic 

powers. 
Mr. PALMER. I presume you do. . . . 
Mr. HoumNI. Certainly not. You were ~oasting me. Do not 

compliment me. I wish I did. These scientists claim I do, but it 
is not so. 

Mr. REID. He may not have psychic.powers, but he has a lot of 
nerve. 
. . Mr. HouDINI. They do not bring back the dead. They believe in 

it. I respect those gentlemen. · 
Mr. PALMER. They are like me. I can't ck> it. 
Mr. HouDINI. I respect those men, because they are shut-eyes. 

That is all. · · · · · 
Mr. REID. Any further questions~ · 
1\-Ir. PALMER. I would like to ask Mr. Houdini ii he ever went to 

Los Angeles after he and I had that talk last winter, to see this 
man Johnson, the psychic there of whom I told him at that time. 

Mr. HouDINI. No. But may I tell you for your information, if you 
will brin¥ hi~ to \Vashington, with your permission I will teU you 
how he <toes it. · 

Mr. PALMER. I am not going to have Mr. Johnson here or his wife. 
They work it together. Mrs. Johnson .died on· the 26th of Febru­
ary, 1925, and Mr. Johnson is now 72 or 73 years old and has given 
up active work. But a friend of niine 'who was born in this city 
that I told you about and told the committee about is coming here, 
although it was only five/ears ago to-day for the first time that he 
went to a seance conducte by Mr. and Mrs. Johnson in Los Angeles, 
he being a business man, not a believer, and vecy .strongly against it, 
as strongly against it as you are now. When he went the second 
time he was simply taken off his feet, and he became a strong be­
liever, and he wrote to me. He and I have corresponded right along 
and, with your permission, I will read a little selection from one of 
his letters. 

Mr. REID. All right. We will hear what the spirits say. 
Mr. PALMER. They can't hurt you if they are that far away. 
Mr. HounrNr. Was Johnson a witness in a famous case m 

California~ 
Mr. PALMER. No. 
Mr. HouDINI. You know Johnson was in jail? 
Mr. PALMER. No. · 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes; 60 days. · 
Mr. PALMER. My friend never went t<;> jail.' You said you thought 

Johnson was the man who had materiali2ation. ·I told you that 
there were materializations of figures, and sometimes eight or ten 
people in the room with Mr. Johnson, sittin1(in plain sight with a 
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lamp or electric light to see;  that there were as many as eight or

ten different spirits of different sizes, girls no taller than this and

men as tall as this who came in there. Y ou suggested that he must

have done that by means of confederates. I wrote td my friend and.

ask ed him. because he was the first president of the L os A ngeles S o-

ciety for Psychic R esearch, he becoming such after having been to

see these manifestations through Mr. and Mrs. J ohnson. Task ed him.

if what you said was true, and his answer was, "  N o."

Mr. H oudini. Does he sell luck y charms?

Mr. Palmer. N o.

Mr. H oudini. Does he tell the future?

Mr. Palmer. N o. H e is a business man.

Mr. H oudini. I am talk ing about the bill.

Mr. R eid. L et us hear what Mr. J ohnson has to say.

Mr. Palmer. It is not Mr. J ohnson' s letter;  it is my friend' s letter.

H e said:

Mrs. J ohnson passed away F ebruary 16 last, 1925. Mr. J ohnson' s health is

failing. H e is past 70 and has discontinued all bis materialization work .

There is no doubt—

A nd he undoubtedly k nows— -

about the genuineness of the J ohnson seances and never has been. The L os

A ngeles society has a record of more than 200 genuine materializations from

the J ohnsons alone.

Mr. R eid. That letter is not from J ohnson, but somebody telling

about him?

Mr. Palmer. That is from the first president of the society and

my friend of whom I spok e, and who only five years ago k new for

the first time Mr. J ohnson.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou speak  of these persons, Mr. J ohnson and

others, having power which you do not possess.

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. A nd which I do not possess.

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. That power must be a divine power.

Mr. Palmer. Do we not all possess a part of the divine power?

Isn' t all life a spark  of the divine life, Mr. H ammer?

Mr. H ammer. If I have power to foretell the future and define

things the average man is not able to do, it is divine power.

Mr. Palmer. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Divine afflatus. It is the power of God.

Mr. Palmer. S ure. That is what we all get. O ur sense of reason;

ing power comes from that.

Mr. H ammer. Do you not think  a j ust God would not be such a

respecter of persons as not to communicate that to some of our great

and influential men, say the S ecretary of S tate or the President, or

our great learned preachers or college professors?

Mr. R eid. O r members of this committee?

Mr. H ammer. O r the chairman of this committee?  H ow do you

ex plain that some people arrogate these powers to themselves and

do not give the credit to;  the divine power?

Mr. Palmer. S o far ,as I k now, they do not arrogate anything to

themselves. I think  all of us are different. I don' t claim for my-

self, and don' t claim that anybody else is born with ex actly the same
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lamp or electric light ·to see; that there were a.s many as eight· or 
ten different spirits of different sizes, girls no taller than this and 
men as tall as t4is who came in there. . You suggested that he must 
have done that by means of confederates. I wrote td my friend and 
esked him, because he was the first president of the Los Angeles 8Q­
ciety for ·Psvchic Research; he becoming such after having been to 
see these manifestations through Mr. and Mrs. Johnson. !'asked bim 
if what you said was true,. and his answer was,'' No." 

Mr. HouDINI. Doe~ he sell lucky charms? · 
·Mr. PALMER. No~ " · · 
Mr. HouDINr. Does he tell the future? 
Mr. PALMER. No. He is a business man.· 
Mr. HounINI. I atti talking about the bill. 
Mr. REID. Let us·hear wha't'Mr. Johnson has to say. · 

. Mr. PALMER. It is not Mr. Johnson's letter; it is my friend's letter. 
He said: ··· 

Mrs. Johnson passed away February 16 last, 1920. Mr. Johnson's health is 
faifing. He is past 70 and has discontinued all bis materialization work. 
There is no doubt-

And he undoubtedly knows-
ahout the genuineness of the Johnson seances and never bas been. The l .. os 
Angeles society has a record of more than 200 genuine materializations from 
the J ohnsons alone., . 

~fr. REID. That letter is not from Johnson, but somebody te.lling 
about him? 

Mr. PALMER. That is from the first president of the society ancl 
my friend of whom I spoke, and who only five years ago knew for 
the first tjme Mr. Johnson. · 

Mr. HAMMER. You speak of these persons, Mr. Johnson and 
others, having power which you do not possess. 

Mr. PALMER. Yes. . 
Mr. HAMMER. And which Ido not possess. 
Mr. PALMER. Yes. 
Mr. HAMJUER. That power·must be a divine power. 
Mr. PALMER. Do we not all.possess a part of the divine powed 

Isn't all life a spark of .the divine life, Mr. Hammer? . , 
Mr. HAMMER. If I have power to foretell the future and define 

things the average, man is no.t able to do, it is divine power . . 
Mr. PALMER. Yes . 

.. Mr. HAMMER. Div.ine affiatus. It is the. power o:f God. . 
Mr. PALMER. Sure. That is what we all get. Om; sense of reasonr 

ing power comes from that. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do you not think a just God would not be such a. 

respecter of persons as not to communicate that to some of our great 
and influential men, say the Secretary of State or the Pr~sident, or 
our great learned preachers or college professors i 

Mr. REID. Or members of this committee? .. 
Mr. HAMMER. Or the chairman of this committee? How do JOU 

explain that some people arrogate these powers to themselves and 
do not give the credit tq i;he divir;1e power? · , . · 
· . :Mr. PALMER. •So fa;r 1as I k,nQ)V, they do not arr~ate a:oything tf) 
themselves. I thiii.k 8.Ii ·of us are different. I don t claim for my· 
'self, and don ~t ·cla~~ ;t~~t _a:µypody. ·else is born with exactly the sam! 
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k ind of nerves, the same sort of nerves, ex actly the same sized

organs, internal organs.

Mr. H ammer. If they are so born they do not remain so long.

Mr. Palmer. E very individual internally is as different as they

are ex ternally. There is no doubt about that. God, in the creation

of individuals, mak es a difference. -i,. -. , . ...

Mr. R eid. That is what mak es life worth living.

Mr. Palmer. That is right. It does A nd that is what mak es

some very useful, lik e yourself.

Mr. R eid. Thank  you. Is that, all you wish to say?  r.,., ..

Mr. Palmer. Y es. - -• '  .

Mr. R eid. Y ou may be ex cused. C all the nex t witness.

S TA TE ME N T 01 C . L A R IMO R E  KE E L E Y

Mr. R eid. Please state your name. ' ,

Miss Keeley. C . L arimore Keeley.

Mr. R eid. W hat is your occupation?

Miss Keeley. I am an attorney, practicing in the city.

Mr. R eid. Proceed with your statement.

Miss Keeley. I am here in the place of Mr. W illiett, who appeared

this morning for a number of people, including Mrs. Brewer,

whose activities were brought in q uestion. I want to call the at-

tention of the committee to certain phases of this bill, without

going into the q uestion of whether spiritualism or palmistry are

covered.

Mr. R eid. A re you a spiritualist?

Miss Keeley. I am not.

Mr. R eid. A re you a palmist?

Miss Keeley. I am not.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are j ust a lawyer.

Miss Keeley. A  mere lawyer.

Mr. R eid. A ppearing in your official capacity?

Miss Keeley. Y es.

Mr. R eid. A re you being paid for it?

Miss Keeley. N o, I have not been paid for it yet.

Mr. R eid. A re you doing it for the good of the cause?

Miss Keeley. I am doing it for the good of the people of the

District of C olumbia, I hope.

Mr. R eid. W e will attest that by finding out whether you are

in your official capacity.

Miss Keeley. I am doing it as an attorney in behalf of the

palmists, but merely for the purpose of bringing out the facts about

this particular bill. ->  i,

Mr. R eid. A ll right. Proceed. .i,i:' .

Miss Keeley. The first clause of the bill in unintelligible unless

the word " or"  is inserted between the words ,"  fortune"  and

" where."

Mr. R eid. J udge Gilbert, will you see if that point is well tak en 1

Mr. R athbone. W ere you present this morning?

Miss Keeley. N o, sir. -.i

Mr. R athbone. I think  that was covered this morning.

Mr. H ammer. I think  " as to"  was intended to be in> there. That

is evidently what was meant.
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kind of nerves, the same sort of nervree; rexaefily .the same sited 
organs, internal organs. · · : . . · . · 

Mr. HAMMER. If they are so born they do:not remain .so long.· 
l\fr. PALMER. Every individual inteJrnally ·Tis as· :different •&S they 

are externally. There is no doubt abo1!1.it .:that. God, in· the cteation 
of individuals, makes a difference. ' · . , · · i . • .; ; .... • · . ... 

Mr. REID. That is w:11at~makes li!e · 'W~t1lh living~. : :.. ·" ·: : ,;. 
Mr. PALMER. That is right.· It dou · And tlhat is ·what ·makes 

some very useful, like yourself. : · · · 
Mr. REID. Thank you. Is thati all you: wiSh to ·soy~ 1:," · 
Mr. PALMER. Yes. · ·· · '. i · · : , o t '· 

l\Ir. REm. You may be excused. Call tht <next: rwitne3~. T 
• I ~ 1 ' • j ~ I ' ! • ; I 1 • : ' 

STATEJrtEBT or c. LARIXOB.£ at&EL:EY . ; .. 
., ' I ' I ' i ) ~ : j ' ' 

¥r. REID. Please state your name. . I' . . ' I ' . ( . 1 

Miss KEELEY. C. Larimore Keeley; ' ·.·I . . . 
Mr. REID. What is your occupation~ . " · . . : . r • • ' ; I 

·Miss KEELEY .. I am an· attorney,. practicing in the:<ity.; 
Mr. REID. Proceed with your statement. . : 
Miss KEELEY. I am here in the!' lace of Mr;:Wil:Jett~ who appea.ted 

this morning for a number :o people, 'includiJig .. Mrs. B'rewer, 
whose activities were brought in question~· I want to call the at .. 
tention of the committee to certain phases of this bill, without 
going into the question of whether spiritualism. or palmistry are 

. covered. 
Mr. REID. Are you a spiritualisU · , ". 
Miss·KEELEY. I am not . . 
~Ir. REID. Arelou a palmist W 

Miss KEELEY. am not. · 
Mr. REID. You are just a lawyer. 
Miss KEELEY. A mere lawyer. . . " 
Mr. REID. Appearing in your official capacity1 
Miss KEELEY. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Are you being paid for it¥· 
Miss KEELEY. No, I have not been paid for it yet. · ·. 
Mr. REID. Are you doing it for the good of the cauaef 
Miss KEELEY. I am doing it for the good of. the, people of the 

District of Columbia, I hope. · . . : '. · 
Mr. REID. We will attest that ·by finding out whether you are 

in _your official capacity. . . . .. : · . .. · ·. · : 
Miss KEELEY. I am doing it as am ·attorney; , in behalf gf ,.the 

palmists, but merely.for the purpose of bvinging out the.facts :a~ut 
this particular bill. . . , , . , 

Mr. REID. All right. Proceed. · .; .. : ·, :,,,, . .. · 
Miss KEELEY. The first clause of the bill in . unintelligible unless 

the word " or " is inserted between the words.,~' for.tun•" and 
"where." . , ... . .,.·:. · 1 . • . .. 

Mr. REID. Judge Gilbert, will you see if that point is well.taken·! 
Mr., RATHBONE. Were you p.resent this morning% . · · · 1 : 
Miss KEELEY. No, sir. . . .. . .., 
Mr. RATHBONE. I think that .was covere.d this mo:fniog. . 

. M~. HAMMER. I think" as to" was inf.ended to.bejia)'here.· Thaj 
is evidently what was meant. · 
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Miss Keeley. The second clause of the bill relates to subj ects for

which there is adeq uate ex isting legislation ex cept as to " pretend-

ing"  and " fortune telling."  S o read, the subj ects which are the

obj ects of the bill' s condemnation ~ ~ e:

1. Pretending to tell fortunes.

2. Pretending to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found.

3. By pretending, to fraudulently obtain property.

4. By fortune telling, to fraudulently obtain property.

5. Pretending to remove spells.

6. Pretending to sell charms for protection.

7. Pretending to unite the separated.

Those are the parts of the bill that are not already q uite adeq uately

covered by legislation. The q uestion in my mind and in the minds

of the people whom I am here to represent is whether or not this

particular bill as drawn will accomplish what this committee ap-

parently intends it to accomplish.

Mr. R eid. Do you mean that the bill intends to accomplish?

Miss Keeley. Y es.

Mr. R eid. There has been no ex pression by the committee as I un-

derstand it.

Miss Keeley. I should have said " the bill."  W e will consider

these in their order, but first observe that, with the ex ception of N os.

3 and 4, the condemnation of the bill is directed wholly against "  pre-

tending,"  whether for a consideration or not, whether by holding out

to the public as a profession or in private for amusement, and without

regard to the q uestion whether the pretence was relied upon by

anybody else, or whether or not such " pretending"  resulted in loss

or damage to any person. The language of the bill would apparently

apply eq ually to the play of children, the amusement of adults, or

the credulity of those who have learned to rely upon premonition

and presentiment, of whom there are many.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not mean that.

Miss Keeley. Y es;  there are many in comparison to the whole.

1. Pretending to tell fortunes, or the telling of fortunes, would

include the old game of apple seeds, the tea grounds in the cup, and

many other practices. If it be understood to relate to future hap-

penings, affecting the lives of persons, so as to embrace all foretelling

then it will apply to the prognosis of the physician, forecasts of the

weather, predictions of the state of the mark ets, and whether or not

she will be happily married. If we are to be condemned, and

fined, and imprisoned for pretending, at least we ought to k now

what sort of pretense it is that we are condemned for.

2. Pretending to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found is

to be made an offense;  so that to swear out a search warrant would

itself be in violation of the language of the bill;  unless the bill is

actually intended to convey only a limited meaning which its f ramers

did not see fit to mention.

3. To obtain property fraudulently by pretending. But what is

" pretending,"  standing alone and unless ex plained. Pretending

what?  If it relates to future matters, then the clause is repugnant,

for it has long been established that one can not well be defrauded

by statements as to things to happen in the future, since one man' s

guess is as good as another' s.
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118 FORTUNE TELLING 

Miss KEELEY. The second clause of the bill relates to subjects for 
which there is adequate existin_g legislation except as to "pretend­
ing". ·a.nd " fortune telling." So read, the subjects which are the 
objects of the bill's condemnation -~: 

1. Pretending to tell fortunes. 
2. Pretending to tell where lost .or stolen goods may be found. 
3. By pretending, to fra.udulently obtain property. 
4.. By fortune telling,· to fraudulently obtain property. 
5. Pretending to remove spells. 
6. Pretending to sell charms for. pro.tection. 
7. Pretending to unite the separated. · 
Those are the parts of the bill that are not already quite adequately 

covered by legislation. The question in my mind and in the minds 
of the people whom I am here to represent is whether or not this 
particular bill as drawn will accomplish what this committee ap­
parently intends it to accomplish. 

Mr. REID. Do you mean that the bill intends to accomplish~ · 
Miss KEELEY. Yes. 
Mr. REID. There has been no expression· by the committee as I un· 

derstand it. · 
Miss KEELEY. I should' have said "the bill." \Ve will consider 

.these in their order, but first observe-that, with the exception of Nos. 
3 and 4, the condemnation of the bill is directed wholly against " pre­
tending," whether for a consideration or not, whether by holding out 
to the public as a profession .or in private for amusement, and without 
regard to the question whether the pretence was relied upon by 
anybody else, or whether or not: such " pretending " resulted in loss 
or damage to any person. The language of the bill would apparently 
apply equally to the play of children, the amusement of adults, or 
the credulity of those who have learhed to rely upon premonition 
and presentiment, of whom there are many. 

Mr. REID. You do not mean that . . 
Miss KEELEY. Yes; there, are many in comparison to the whole. 
1. Pretending to tell fortunes, or the tellmg of fortunes, would 

include the old game of apple seeds, the tea grounds in the cup, and 
many other practic~s. If it be understood to relate to future hap­
penings, affecting the lives of persons, so as to embrace all foretelling 
then it will apply to the prognosis .of · the physician, forecasts of the 
weather, predictions of the state of the markets, and whether or not 
she will be :happily married. If we are to be condemned, and 
tined, and imprisoned for pretending, at least we ought to know 
what sort of pretense it is that we are condemned for. 
~ 2. Pretending: to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found is 
to be made an offense; so that to swear out a search warrant would 
itself be in violation of the language of the bill; unless the bill is 
actually intended· to convey only a limited meaning which its framers 
<lid not see fit to mention. 

3. To obtain property fraudulently by pretending. But what is 
" pretending/' standing alone and ' unless explained: Pretending 
what~ If it relates to future matters, then the clause is repugnant, 
for it has long been established that one can not well be defrauded 
by s~a~eme~ts as to things to happen in the future, since one man's 
1:,J'\less is l:8 ·good 'as another's.· 
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4. To obtain property fraudulently by fortune telling presents a

k notty problem. If the statements of the fortune teller relate to past

or present facts, then there is already legislation to cover it. If the

statements relate to future matters only, then this clause falls within

the situation discussed in N o. 3.

o. Pretending to remove spells, and pretending to sell charms for

protection, are matters, so far as they are understood, with which my

clients are not especially concerned. It is understood that some per-

sons, of whom there are a few, suffer the delusion of being under a

" spell,"  and seem to believe that certain " charms "  will remove the

spell. If this legislation could be limited to those cases in which

money is obtained from persons thus afflicted, it might be well, but

j  this language seems to cover even the innocent practices of large

classes of certain religious orders.

I think  I should say here that I q uite agree with the gentlemen who

preceded me, that that particular section of the bill would affect

a number of religious faiths.

Mr. R eid. W hat religious creeds would it affect?

Miss Keeley. It undoubtedly would affect the C atholic C hurch,

as well as many others.

Mr. R eid. H ow would it?

Miss Keeley. Because that church does have charms for protec-

tion. W hen I say that. I should also say that I am not a C atholic

and I am not representing them.

Mr. R eid. Y ou would not say that if you were a C atholic?

Miss Keeley. I come of C atholic people. I k now something

about what they have. A nd it does affect not only that but other

churches;  but I think  it affects that particular church perhaps more

than the others. If it does even to that ex tent affect any religion,

then, of course, it is in violation of our constitutional rights.

Pretending to unite the separated is a large pretense. There is no

ex planation in the bill as to how or when that is done, or anything

limiting it in any way. Is it the separated in life, or the separated

in death?  I am not ex pressing an opinion as to my personal belief,

but there might be an obj ection to pretending to j oin the living with

those who have passed on. There might not be an obj ection to trying

to bring together those on earth. The bill does not say what is

intended.

It is submitted that the obvious failure of the framers of this bill

to state in clear language, such as befits a piece of criminal legisla-

tion, ex actly what it is that is condemned, is only another proof of

what many.have thought, namely, that the whole field of psychic

phenomena is still so far a mystery that not even those who pretend

to understand it can be trusted to frame a single prohibition upon

human conduct in that field which will stand the test of logical

analysis or serve as a useful guide in human affairs.

That is, it is a subj ect upon which legislation ought not to be at-

tempted in this form. A  regulation, yes. W e now have regulation.

S ince 1902 we have had a law governing such things in the District

of C olumbia. It is my understanding, and I may again be in error,

because I have not appeared here before, that no members of the

police force have testified before your committee. If that is true, it

seems to me that before this bill or any •  similar bill could be ap-
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4. To obtain property fraudulently by fortune · telling presents a 
knotty problem. If the statements of the fortune teller relate to past 
or present facts, then there is already legislation to ·cover it. ]f the 
statements relate to future matters only, then this clause falls within 
the situation discussed in No. 3. · · ·. · · · · · · . 
. 5. Pretending to remove spells, and pretending to sell ·chirms fo• 
protection, are matters, so far as ~hey are understood, with which my 
clients are not especial1y concerned. It is undel'stood that some per­
sons, of whom there are a few, su«er the delusion. of being iuider a 
" spell," and seem to believe that.· certain " charms" will r~move the 
~pell. If this legislation could be limited to ·thof!8 'cases in whic1i 
money is obtained from personi:;i thus a.ftlicted, it might. be wei.l, but 

I this language ~eems. t? cover even the innocent :practices of large 
classes of certam rehg1ous orders. · · · 1: : · . · . 

I think I should say here that I quite a~e with the ·~ntlemen who 
preceded me, that that particular section . of the bill . would affect 
9 .number of religious faiths. 

Mr. REID. What religious creeds would it affect? · . 
Miss KEELEY. It undoubtedly would .e::ffect the Catholic Church, 

as well as many others.· 
Mr. REID. How would it? 
Miss . KEEI.:EY. Because that church doe8 have charms for protec~ 

tion. When I say that! I should also se.;t that I am not a Catholic 
and I am not representmg them. · · 

Mr. REID. You would not say that if you were a Catholid . 
Miss KEELEY. I come of Catholic people. I know something 

about what they have. ·And it does affect not only that but other 
.~hurches; but I t~ink it affects that particular church per,haps more 
than the others. If it does even to that extent affect any religion, 
then, of course, it is in violation of our constitutional rights. 

Pretending to unite the separated is a large pretense. There is no 
explanation in the bill as to how or when that is done, or anything 
limiting it in any way. Is it the separated i:o. life, or the separated 
in death? I am not expressing an opinion as to my personal belief, 
but there might be an objection to pretending to join the living with 
those who have passed on. There might not be an objection to trying 
to bring together those on earth. The bill does not say what is 
intended. 

It is submitted that the obvious failure of the framers of this bill 
to state in clear language, such as befits a piece of criminal legisla­
tion, exactly what it is that is condemned,· is only another proof of 
what many \hav~ thought, namely, that the whole field of psychic 
phenomena is still so far a mystery that not even ~hose who. pretend 
to understana it can be trusted to frame a single prohibition· upon 
human conduct in that field which will stand the .test· of logical 
analysis or serve as a useful gtiide in human affairs. ·.. · 

That is, it is a subject upon :which legislation 6ught not to be at.; 
te.mpted in this form. A regulation, ·yes. We now have regulation. 
Smee 1902 we have had a law governmg such things in the ·District 
of Columbia. It is my understanding,-and I ~ay ~gain be in error, 
because I hav-e not appeared here before, that no members of the 
police force have testified b~for~ Y?;tir cdm~it~ee. · l! ~hat is true, it 
seems to me that before this bill or· any•s1nnlar bill· cotild be ap-
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proved or receive the favorable report of this committee, it would be

necessary to ex amine some of the police who have direct supervision

over these very individuals.

Mr. R eid. Y ou heard the preceding witness say it would be too

much work  for the policemen if this bill passed?  Y ou would not

ex pect them to come up here to get more work , would you?

Miss Keeley. I am not afraid of burdening them. If this is of

such importance as to req uire criminal legislation as drastic as this

would be, then we can well afford to see to it that the police fulfill

their duty in that respect. I k now personally that the police are

' familiar with the palmists in their precincts;  that they do k now

what they are doing;  and that from time to time they tak e them to

task  because they have not k ept within bounds, and if they have not,

their licenses can be revok ed. If they do not observe the rules and

regulations of the police department with respect to their particular

practice their license would be revok ed or a renewal would not be

given to them.

N ow, in behalf of the palmists, I am not here to say they should

not be regulated. I heartily approve of very rigid regulation, but

my thought is, and I want to urge it upon the committee, that this

particular bill will not accomplish what apparently the framer

of the bill intended that it should accomplish. The word " fraud-

ulent "  leaves the bill open to a number of interpretations. If you

tak e the case of a fortuneteller, she may foretell that five years from

now a certain thing will occur. The q uestion is, how can you deter-

mine when, if ever, her representation is fraudulent. Y ou can not

tell whether it is going to happen until the period of time has

elapsed. It does not matter what your opinion or my opinion may

be.

Mr. R eid. Do they not prosecute and convict persons under the

postal law for pretending to tell what will happen in the future?

Miss Keeley. Under the postal law;  yes, sir.

Mr. R eid. A pplying the same reasoning to your local conditions

in the District of C olumbia, without regard to the postal law, would

you undertak e to say that the postal law, in relation to the use of

the mails, would be any different fundamentally than that which

would be applied to the District of C olumbia under this law?

Miss Keeley. I would say the phraseology of the postal law and

this bill are different.

Mr. R eid. It says "  fraudulent."

Miss Keeley. Y es. I have no obj ection to that, but there should

be a limitation to it.

Mr. R eid. There is none in the postal law.

Mr. H ammer. There must be a plan or scheme to defraud.

Miss Keeley. In reading this bill, it does not say so.

Mr. R eid. S he is obj ecting to the use of the word " fraudulent,"

and that protects her most.

Miss Keeley. W ithout the limitation.

Mrs. J ane C oates. Mr. C hairman, I handed the chairman this

morning a paper, I had also req uested him to call the superintend-

ent of police and let him speak  for himself. I thought it was only

fair to have Maj or H esse come. >

Mr. BeiDoDo you, want him here?  I will have him called.
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proved or receive ~he favorable repor~ of this comm~ttee, it wou~d. be 
necessary to e:xamme some oi the police who ha.ve direct superv1s1on 
over these very ·individuals. 

Mr. REID. You heard· the preceding witness say it would. be too 
much work for the policemen if this bill pa.ssed 1 You would not 
expect them to oome up ·here to get more work, would you 1 

Miss KEEL:mr. I a.m not afraid .of burdening them. If this is of 
such importance as to require criminal legislation as drastic as this 
.would be, then we· can well afford to see to it that the police fulfill 
their duty in that respect. I know personally that the police are 
ramiliar with the palmi$ts in their. precincts; that they do know 
what they are.doing; and that from time to time they take them to 
task because they have not kept within bounds, and if they have not,\ 
their licenses can be revoked. If they do not observe the rules and 
regulations of the police department with respect to their particular 
practice their license would be revoked or a. renewal would not be 
given to them. 

Now, in behalf ·of the palmists, I am not here to say they should 
not be regulated. I heartily .a.pprove of very rigid regulation, but 
my thought is, and I want to urge it upon the committee, that this 
particular bill will not accomplish what apparently the framer 
of the · bill intended that it should accomplish. · The word " .fraud­
ulent " leaves. ,the. bill op.~n to a. number of interpretations. If you 
take the case of a fortuneteller, she may foretell t)lat five years from 
now a certain thing will occur. The question is, how. can you deter­
mine when, if eyer, her.representation is fraudulent. You can not 
tell whethel.' it is. going to happen until the perfod ·of time has 
~la.psed. It does not m~tte~ what ypur opinion or my opinion may 
be. , 

Mr. REID. Do they not prosecute and convict persons under the 
postal law for pretending to tell what will happen in the future~ 

Miss KEEL~Y. Under the postal law; yes, sir. 
· Mr. REID. Applying the same reasoning to your local conditions 
in the District of Columbia, without regard to the :postal law, would 
you undertake to say th~t the postal law, in relation to the use of 
the mails, would be any different fundamentally than that which 
would be applied to th~ . District of Columbia under this law~ 

Miss KEELEY. I would say the phraseology of the postal law and 
this bill are different. · 

l\fr. REID. It says" fraudulent." . 
. Miss KEELEY. Yes. I }:iave no objection to that, but there should 
be a limitation to it. . . · 

Mr. REID. The~ is nQne in the postal law. · 
.Mr. H.orl\Olll. There must be a plan or scheme to defraud. 
Miss KE~l". In reading· this bill, it does not say so. 
}fr. REID. She is objecting to the use of the word " fraudulent," 

and tha.t{ p,I."ptects her most. 
Miss KEEI411.~. , WithQut the limitation. 
l-Irs. JANE · Co4TES, Mr. Chairman, I handed the chairman this 

~orning a pa~r, I had also r.equme.d him to call the superintend­
ent of. police and let him speak .for himself. I thought it was only 
fair to hav~ Majpr H~s~ come. ·t . 

. Mr.. · Rm~.,I)Q YQ\l i want-.. ~~; h~e i -l will have him called. 
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Mrs. C oates. I wish you would. I handed Mr. McL eod the

paper, showing where a good many mediums had been tak en out

of the business for fraudulent practices, and two are already in j ail,

showing the Metropolitan police are q uite on the j ob.

Mr. R eid. I am glad to hear somebody boosting the police

Mrs. C oates. They have always done their duty, as far as I am

concerned.

Mr. H oudini. That shows there are fraudulent mediums.

Mrs. C oates. H e says everything is fraudulent.

Mr. H oudini. I can prove it.

Mr. R athbone. Miss Keeley, as a lawyer, I would lik e to get

vour view about this. Is it your opinion that palmistry is included

In this bill at all?

Miss Keeley. I would say offhand that it is.

Mr. R eid. Is that offhand in the sense of palmistry?

Miss Keeley. If you would change this particular bill, do you

mean?

Mr- R athbone. It does not seem to me that palmistry is in this

bill at all. That is my opinion. I will tell you why, and when I

want to get your view. Beginning with line 7 the bill says:

A ny person pretending to tell fortunes where lost or stolen goods may be

found;  any person who, by game or device, sleight of hand, pretending, for-

tune telling, or by any trick  or other means, by the use of cards or other

implements or instruments, fraudulent obtains from another property of any

description.

N ow, palmistry is not mentioned, and I do not think  that lan-

guage applies to palmistry. I think  the principle of law would

govern that where specific words are used in the begining, the terms

that follow must also be regarded as specific. That is correct, is

it not?  Is that a right principle of construction?

Miss Keeley. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. It says " A ny person who, by game or device,

sleight of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick  or other

means, by the use of cards or other implements or instruments,

fraudulently obtains from another person property of any descrip-

tion."  It specifies those particular things. If it was intended to

include palmistry, it would have to mention it. H aving mentioned

other things and not mentioning palmistry, palmistry would not

be included. Is that not the law?

Miss Keeley. I think  the words "  fortune telling"  would include

palmistry.

Mr. R eid. Y ou think  it would include palmistry?

Miss Keeley. I think  it would. If it does, that is what we want

to have brought out.

Mr. R eid. Do you want us to put "  palmistry "  in there?

Miss Keeley. N o;  I don' t want it in there.

Mr. R eid. J ust add the word " palmistry."

Miss Keeley. N o. That is not what I want.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou are a lawyer, and I want to get your view.

Y ou think  palmistry is in this bill because of the words " fortune

telling" ?

Miss Keeley. I would say so.

Mr. R athbone. F ortune telling might be done in a good many

ways. ; .' .,.; . .
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FORTUNE TELLING 121 

Mrs. CoATEs. I wish you would. I· handed ~fr. McLeod the 
paper, showing where a good many mediums had been taken out 
of· the business for fraudulent practices, and two .are already in j~ 
s.;howing the Metropolitan pohce are quite on the job. 
- Mr. REID. I am glad to hear somebody boosting the· police 

Mrs. CoATES. ·They have always done their duty, as far as I am 
concerned. . · 

Mr. HOUDINI. That shows there are fraudulent mediums .. · 
Mrs. CoATES. He says everything is itaudulent. 
Mr. HouoINI. I can prove it. · 
Mr. RATHBO?I.~. Miss Keeley, as a lawyel', I would like to get 

vour view about this. Is it your opinion that palmistry is included 
in this bill at all~ · 

Miss KEELEY. I would say offhand that it is. 
~fr. REID. Is that offhand in the sense of palmistry1 

: Miss KEELEY. If you would change this particular ·bill, do you 
mean~ 
· ~lr. RATHBONE. It does not seem to· me that palmistry is in this 
bill at all. That is my opinion. I will tell you why, and when I 
want to get your view. Beginning with line 1 the bill says : 

Any person pretending to tell fortunes where 1011t or stolen goods may be 
found ; any person· who, by game or device, sleight of hand, pretending, for­
tune telling, or by any trick or other means, by th~ use of cal'd$. or other 
implements or irn~truments, fraudulent obtains from anot:~1er property of any 
description. · · 

Now, palmistry is not mentioned, and I do not think that lan­
guage applies to palmistry. I think the principle of law would: 
govern that where specific words are used in the begining, the terms 
that follow must also be regarded as specific.. That is correct, is 
it not? Is that a right principle of construction 1 . 

Miss KEELEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. It says "Any person who, by game or device, 

sleight of hand, pretending, fortune telling, or by any trick Qr other 
means, by the use of cards or other implements or instruments, 
fraudulently obtains from another person property of any descrip­
tion." It specifies those particular things. If it was intended to 
include palmistry, it would have to mention it. Having mentioned 
oth~r things and not mentioning ·palmistry, palmistry would not 
be mcluded. Is that not the law~ · 

Miss KEELEY. I think the words " fortune teUing " would include 
palmistry. . 

Mr. REID. You think it would include palmistry~ 
Miss KEELEY. I think it would. If it does, that. is what we want 

to have brought out. . ·· 
Mr. REID. Do you want us to put" palmistry" in there? 
Miss KEELEY. No; I don't }Vant it in there. · 

· Mr. REID. Just add the word "palmistry." 
Miss KEELEY. No. That is not what I want. . 
Mr. RATHBONE. You are a lawyer, and I want to get your view. 

You think palmistry is in this bill because of the words " fortune 
telling." ? 

Miss KEELEY. I would say so. . , 
Mr. RATHBONE. Fortune· telling, ,might be .done1in a good many 

ways. :,. : · · 
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Miss Keeley. Y es, sir. Palmistry is merely one,

Mr. R athbone. Then, having specified a number of them, games,

sleight of hand, etc., if palmistry were to be in there, would it not

have to be specifically mentioned?  If that were to be the k ind

of fortune telling the bill has in view, it ought to mention it specifi-

cally, ought it not?  A s a lawyer, you recognize that, do you not?

Miss Keeley. It ought to mention it.

Mr. R athbone. If it does not mention it, it probably would not

be in the contemplation of the bill.

Miss Keeley. N ot necessarily.

Mr. R eid. In order to clarify it, I will consider a motion to amend

the bill by inserting the word "  palmistry."

Mr. R athbone. I ex pressed my opinion this morning very frank ly

that this bill, as long as we are tak ing up specific language, is not

even grammatical as drafted.

Miss Keeley. That is the thing I called to your attention in

the beginning.

Mr. R athbone. It is so loose in its language that we would not

think  of reporting the bill in the form it is in even if we happened

to agree on the principle of it.

Mr. H ammer. That is a colloq uialism. I never saw it in a bill

before. " Tell fortunes where lost."  It means " as to"  where lost.

Miss Keeley. S o I have been informed.

Mr. H ammer. E vidently that is what is meant.

Miss Keeley. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. W hen it comes down to fortune telling, I do not

see where it is necessary to put palmistry in the bill. It says " by

the use of cards or other implements or instruments."  N ow, these

other implements or instruments or other devices are covered by

these words. Do you not think  that is what that means?

Mr. R athbone. That is what I think . A nd palmistry is not

mentioned. S o I do not think  the bill applies to palmistry.

Mr. H ammer. Is not palmistry a k ind of fortune telling?

Miss Keeley. The word "  or "  intervenes there.

Mr. H ammer. Is not palmistry a k ind of fortune telling?  It says

" implements or instruments."  Therefore, I think  it would be

included.

Miss Keeley. My understanding is that palmistry is included.

Mr. R eid. That mak es it all clear.

Miss Keeley. My understanding is that it is included. I say the

bill is very ambiguous, as drawn.

Mr. H ammer. E vidently.

Miss Keeley. A nd I say it is covered by present legislation, ex -

cept the very few parts that I have pointed out. The q uestion is

whether or not, with the legislation already provided for by the

law of 1902, we do not already have sufficient protection, and whether

this law will give to the District of C olumbia the sort of protec-

tion that the framer of this bill intended to give us. O ur belief

is that this bill is far afield from what the framer intended. That

is the interpretation of this language.

Mr. H ammer. Do you think  we ought to prohibit or restrict

gambling devices?

Miss Keeley. That is already done under subchapter 5.

Mr. H ammer. Do you think  we ought to do it?

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

122 FORTUNE TELLING 

Miss KEELEY. Yes, sir. Palmistry is merely one. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Then, having specified a number of them, games, 

sleight of hand, etc., if palmistry were to be in there, would it not 
have to be specifically mentioned 1 If that were to be the kind 
of fortune telling the bill has in view, it ought to mention it specHi­
cally, ought it noU As a lawyer, you recognize that, do you not¥ 

Miss KEELEY. It ou~ht to mention it. 
Mr. RATHBONE. If it does not mention it, it probably would not 

be in the contemplation of the bill. 
Miss KEELEY. Not necessarily: 
Mr. REID. In order to clarify it, I will consider a motion to amend 

the bill by inserting the word " palmistry." · 
Mr. RATHBONE. I expressed my opinion this morning very frankly 

that this bill, as long as we are taking up specific language, is not 
even grammatical as drafted. 

Miss KEELEY. That . is the thing I called to your attention· in 
the beginning. 

Mr. RATHBONE. It .is so loose in its language that we would. not 
think of reporting the bill in the form it is in even if we happened 
to agree on the principle of it. 

·Mr. HAMMER. That is a colloquialism. I never saw it in a bill 
before. "Tell fortunes where. lost." It means "as to" where lost. 

Miss KEELEY. So I have been informed. 
Mr. HAMMER. Evidently that is what is meant. 
Miss KEELEY. Yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. 'Vhen: it comes· down to fortune telling, I do not 

see where it is necessary to put palmistry in the bill. It says "by 
the use of cards or 'other implements or instruments." Now, these 
other implements or instruments or other dev:ces are covered by 
these words. Do you not think that is what that means~ 

Mr. RATHBONE. That is what I think. And palmistry is not 
mentioned. So I do not think the bill applies to palmistry. 

Mr. HAMMER. Is not palmistr~ a kind of fortune telling~ 
Miss KEELEY. The word " or ' intervenes there. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is not palmistry a kind of fortune telling1 ·It says 

"implements. or instruments." Therefore, I think it would be 
included; · · 

Miss KEELEY •. My understanding·is that palmistry is included. 
Mr. REID. That makes it all clear. 

·Miss KEELEY. My understanding is that it is included. I say the 
bill is very ambiguous, as drawn. · 

Mr. HAMMER. Evidently. 
· Miss KEELEY. And I say it is covered_ by present legislatio!1, e~­
cept the very few parts ~hat .I h~ve pomted out. . The question is 
whether or not; with the legislat10n already provided for by the 
la~ of 19021 we ~o not already h~ve sufficient p~otection, and whether 
this law will give to the D1str1ct of Columbia the sort of p.rotec­
tion that the framer. of this bill intended to give us. Our belief 
is that this bill is far afield from what the framer intended. That 
is the interpretation of this language. 

Mr. HAMMER. Do you ·think we ought to prohibit or r.estrict 
gambling devices 1 . . · 
· MiSs KEELEY. ·That is·already:·done under suboha.pter 5. 

Mr. HAMMER. Do you think we ought to do it~ 
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Miss Keeley. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Then why not include fortune telling?

Miss Keeley. I say you are not doing it under this bill. Y ou are

permitting it.

Mr. R eid. Y ou have more of a chance in fortunte telling.

Miss Keeley. That may be.

Mr. H ammer. I am j ust ask ing your opinion.

Miss Keeley. My thought about it is that it is j ust a section

to be added to subchapter 5. It seek s to regulate them, but it would

not have the effect of regulating them in the manner in which the

framer apparently intended it. S ubchapter 5 prohibits the very

doing of certain things. In S tates where legislation similar to the

proposed law has been had, it has amounted to a positive prohi-

bition. S uch a law would be properly added to subchapter 5, but

the proposed law is neither prohibitive nor properly regulative in

its phraseology.

Mr. Gilbert. W hat do you say to this?  This bill provides a

punishment for any person pretending to unite the separated.

Miss Keeley. Y es, sir.

Mr. Gilbert. S uppose a husband or wife were considering a suit

for divorce, one or the other, and the lawyer pretended to unite

them. W ould he be guilty under this bill of fraudulent practice?

Miss Keeley. Under a strict construction of the bill.

Mr. Gilbert. " A ny person pretending to remove spells or unite

the separated shall be called a disorderly person."

Mrs. C oates. If R oman C atholics can pray your soul out of purga-

tory, why can not the spiritualists pray you out of hell?

Mr. H oudini. Do they sell luck y charms?

Mrs. C oates. N o.

Mr. R eid. L et us proceed with this witness.

Miss Keeley. My though was j ust that the bill is ambiguous.

Mr. Gilbert. I think  it is undoubtedly true that the bill is entirely

too inclusive. It includes some harmless undertak ings.

Miss Keeley. That is our obj ection to it. I say the bill does not

properly cover these things.

Mr. Gilbert. Y our argument is against the form of the bill.

Miss Keeley. Y es.

Mr. R athbone. Do you think  that what you would consider as a

i legitimate and proper practice of palmistry needs further legisla-

tion in order to protect it?

Miss Keeley. I think  not.

Mr. R athbone. H ave you any suggestions that you think  ought to

be incorporated in the bill, whether this bill or another one, for the

further regulation of palmistry, in addition to the ex isting law?

Miss Keeley. The only thing I would have to suggest would be

higher license fees, which would k eep out the riff-raff, and a rigid

compliance with present police regulations.

Mr. H oudini. I would lik e to give the lady a little information.

Miss Keeley. H ave I answered your q uestion, C ongressman?

Mr. H oudini. This is no q uestion. W ere you aware of the fact

that the spiritualists here have sold my investigators thousands of

dollars'  worth of charms., and at the present time there are a number

here, and they went as high as to ask  for $ 500 to find a sweetheart

and bring him back ?
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Miss '.KEELEY. Yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Then why not include fortune telling~ 
Miss KEELEY. I say you are not doing it under this bill. You ·are 

permitting it. · · · 
Mr. Rmo. You have more of a chance in· fortunte telling. 
Miss KEELEY. That may be. 
Mr. HAMMER. I am just asking your opinion. 
Miss KEELEY. My thought about it IS that it is just a section 

to be added to subchapter 5. It seeks t~ regulate them, but it would 
not have the effect of regulating them in the manner in which the 
framer apparently ·intended it. . Subchapter 5 prohibits the very 
doing of certain things. In States where legislation similar to the 
proposed law has been had, it has amounted to a positive prohi­
bition. Such a law would be· properly added to subchapter 5, but 
the proposed law is neither prohibitive nor properly regulative in 
its phraseology. 

Mr. GILBERT. '\Vhat do you say to this? This bill provide.s a 
punishment for any ·person pretending· to unite the separated. · 

Miss KEELEY. Yes, sir. 
Mr. GILBERT. Suppose a husband or wife were considering a suit 

for divorce, one or the other, and the lawyer pretended to unite 
them. Would he be guilty under this bill of fraudulent practice~ 

Miss KEELEY. Under a strict construction of the bill . 
. Mr. GILBERT. "Any person pretending to remove spells or unite 

the separated shall be called a disorderly person." 
Mrs. COATES. If Roman Catholics can pray your soul out of purga-

t-Ory, why can not the spiritualists pray you out of hell~ 
Mr. HouDINI. Do they sell lucky charms? 
Mrs. CoATES. No. 
Mr. REID. Let us proceed with this witness. 
Miss KEELEY. My though was just that the bill is ambiguous. 
Mr. GILBERT. I think _it is undoubtedly true that the bill is entirely 

too inclusive; It includes some harmless undertakings. 
Miss KEELEY. That is our objection to it. I say the bill does not 

properly cover these things. 
Mr. GILBERT. Your argument is against the form of the b,ill. 
Miss KEELEY. Yes. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Do you think that what you would consider as a 

1 l~git~mate and proper practice of palmistry needs further legisla-
tion m order to protect It~ . 

Miss KEELEY. I think not. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Have Y.OU any suggestions that you think ought to 

be incorporated in the bill, whether this bill or another one, for the 
further regulation of palmistry, in addition to the existing law~ 

Miss KEELEY. The only thing I would have to suggest would be 
higher license fees, which would keep out the riff-raff, and a rigid 
compliance with f resent police regulations. 

Mr. HouDINI. would like to g~ve the lady a little information. 
Miss KEELEY. Have I answered your question, Congressman~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. This is no question. Were you aware of the fact 

that the spiritualists here have sold my investigators thousands of 
dollars' worth of charms_, _and at the present time there are a number 
here, and they went as high as to ask for $500 to find a sweetheart 
and br,ing him back¥ 
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Mr. R eid. It is worth that to get a sweetheart back . [ L aughter.]

Miss Keelet. I am not particularly interested with what the testi-

mony here has been. I understand that the spiritualists whom I

represent have testified or are willing to testify. I am here to urge

that the police testify here as to conditions. They are the ones

Mr. R eid (interposing). W e will call the police.

Miss Keeley. A nd that this particular phraseology is not ap-

propriate.

Mr. R eid. W e agree with you there. W ho is nex t?

S TA TE ME N T O F  MA DA ME  GR A C E  MA KC IA

Mr. R eid. W ill you state your name?

Madame Marcia. My name is Grace Marcia. My profession is

astrologer. My address is 1445 U S treet N W ., W ashington, D. C .

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you lived in W ashington?

Madame Marcia. Twenty years.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you been an astrologer?

Madame Marcia. Thirty-four years.

Mr. R eid. Y ou were an astrologer before you came to W ashington,

were you?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. F lammarion' s name has been mentioned, the re-

nowned F rench astronomer, C amille F lammarion. Is your husband

ak in to him?

Madame Marcia. My husband is his own cousin.

Mr. R eid. Does that help some?

Madame Marcia. N o. .

Mr. H ammer. A re you related to L ord Berwick ?

Mr. R eid. W ho is L ord Berwick ?  :-'

Mr. H ammer. H e is the lord of Berwick  C astle.

Mr. R eid. In N orth C arolina?

Mr. H ammer. O h, no.

Madame Marcia. W ill you allow me to ask  you a q uestion, Mr.

H ammer?

Mr. H ammer. C ertainly.

Madame Marcia. W hat have my antecedents or my relations to

any one to do with this?

Mr. H ammer. I j ust simply wanted to ask  that q uestion. ' |

Madam Marcia. Thank  you. I do not live on my relatives. They

are not fond of bowing down and saying, " L ady Marcia."

Mr. R eid. I could easily see how they could.

Madame Marcia. Thank  you very much, Mr. R eid. They do not.

I j ust ask ed for a few moments to read this and have it inj ected

into the proceedings. It is j ust a short statement.

Mr. R eid. Might I ask  if you have testified before?

Madame Marcia. W ell, I was cut off j ust a few moments before

adj ournment, and I gave way. My statement is this: A t a meeting

of the S enate committee on F ebruary 26 for the discussion of bill

H . R . 8989, sponsored by Mr. H oudini, I was assured by Mr.

H oudini and R epresentative Bloom that it did not in any way

affect me.

Up until recently it had not been my intention to attend the pres-

ent hearings, but on being reliably informed that I was being
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124 FORTUNE TELLING 

Mr. REID. It is worth that to get a sweetheart back. [Laughter.] 
Miss KEELEY. I am not particularly interested with what the testi­

mony here has been. I understand that the spiritualists whom I 
represent have testified or are willing to testify. I am here to urge 
that the police testify here as to conditions. They are the ones--

Mr. REID· (interposing). We will call the police. 
Miss KEELEY. And that this particular phraseology is not ap-

propriate. · 
Mr. REID. '\Ve agree with you there. Who is next 1 

STATEMENT OF llADAD GRACE MARCIA 

Mr. REiD. Will you state your name~ 
Madame MARCIA. My name is Grace Marcia. My profession is 

astrologer. My address is 1445 U Street NW., Washington, D. C. 
Mr. REID. How long have you lived in Washington~ . 
Madame MARCIA. Twenty years. . 
Mr. REID. How long have you been an astrologer~ 
Madame MARCIA. Thirty-four years. · 
Mr. REID. You were an astrologer before you came to W .a.shington, 

were you~ 
Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Flammarion's name has been mentioned, the re­

nowned French astronomer, Camille Flammarion. Is your husband 
akin to him~ · 

Madame MAROIA. My husband is his own cousin. 
Mr. REID. Does that help some~· 
Madame MARCIA. No. . · . · 
Mr. HAMMER. Are you related to Lord Berwick~ 
l\fr. REID. Who is Lord Berwick Y · · · 
Mr. HAMMER. He is'the lord of Berwick Castle. 
Mr. REID. In North ··Carolinai 
Mr. HAMMER. Oh, no. 

. ' 
·'· 

,. 

Madame MARCIA. Will ·YGU allow ·me to ask you a question, Mr. 
Hammer? 

Mr. HAMMER. Certainly; - . 
Madame MARCIA. What have my antecedents or my relations to 

any one to do with this 1 · · • · · 
Mr. HAl\iMER. I just simply wanted to ask that question. · 
Madam :MARCIA. Thank you. I do not live on my relatives. They 

are not fond of bowing down and saying, "Lady Marcia." . 
Mr. REm .. I could easily see how they could. · 
Madame· MARCIA. Thank you very much, Mr. Reid. They do not~ 
I just asked for a few. moments to read this and have it injected 

into the prt>ceedings. It .is just ·a short statement. 
Mr. REID. Might I ask if you have testified before 1 ·. 
Madame MARCIA. Well,- 1 was cut off just a 'few moments before 

adjournment, and I gave way. My statement is this: At a meeting 
of the Senate committee on February 26 for the aiscussion of bill 
H.· R. 8989, sponsored .. by· Mr. Houdini, I. was assured by Mr. 
Houdini and Representative .Bloom ·that it did not in any way 
aft'ect me.·.. · . 

Up until recently it had n()t :been my intention .to attend the pres­
ent hearings, but on being reliably informed that · I ·~s· bein~ 
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" framed"  and that they intended to get me, I communicated with

Mr. Bloom' s office, and was advised by the gentleman from N ew

Y ork  to act as I thought best in the matter. I did, and was present,

to find myself the victim of one of the most malicious attack s that

any man could mak e upon any man, woman, or child.

H owever, Mr. H oudini on Tuesday saw fit to retract his accusa-

tion, and I now feel that this bill does in no way affect me, for,

as I understand it, it is aimed at the elimination of frauds, and I,

as a scientist, feel myself capable at any time of meeting any com-

mittees q ualified to decide upon my ability and integrity as an

astrologer.

Mr. R eid. L et me ask  you this: W as there anything in the stars

that told you you were liable to be framed in this?

Madame Marcia. The stars, according to my— may I evade that

q uestion for j ust a moment?  Must I answer it?

Mr. R eid. N o;  tak e your freedom of action.

Madame Marcia. My own horoscope told me years ago, and I

have followed it closely for myself since I have arrived at a few

years of discretion, always to beware. I have S aturn in S corpio in

the ascendancy, which would mak e me a victim.

Mr. R eid. W hat does that mean?

Madame Marcia. I have the book s with me. It tells me that I

would always be attack ed by the minions of the law, so therefore

I have framed my life to live closely within the law, because I am

always subj ect to it.

Mr. R eid. I have been scared myself a lot of times

Madame Marcia (interposing). S nak es and policemen are the

only things I am afraid of.

Mr. R eid. I have been scared a lot of times, but I did not k now

about S aturn in S corpio;  , n .. ' .# .

Madame Marcia. I would be glad to show you. .But that is in my

horoscope. S o it does not mak e any difference whether it is to-day

or to-morrow. I live so that I am open, i

Mr. R eid. That is always commendable.

Madame Marcia. Thank  you;  and I think  my reputation would

prove it. . ,' L  . . „ - i

Mr. R eid. I have not heard your reputation attack ed.

Madame Marcia. It was. Y ou were not here on Monday.

During Mr. H oudini' s previous visit in the city he attack ed

astrology. I saw fit to challenge him. I wrote him a letter, ap-

peared at the Belasco Theater, and challenged him. H e said he

could do anything, and in his open denunciation said that " mud"

millions of miles away could not affect human life, I wrote him

a letter telling him I was there to challenge him, and I did challenge

him in open forum. I ask ed him what his opinion of astrology was,

and he said it was a fak e lik e all the rest. ' . / ■

If you would lik e to put me under oath— —

Mr. R eid (interposing). N o.: ,..-,. - ' ,, I 1

Mr. H oudini. I still think  the same.

Madame Marcia. Y our opinion does not count, sir., .

Mr. R eid. I will decide now. , . 1'

Madame Marcia. I j ust want to say that, in a- few words, that

I challenge him, and that $ 10,000 is mine as.well,« s*yolars.r

Mr. R eid. Y ou and I will tak e half apiece.]  •  mi: .-/nod -a' '  iml

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

FORTUNE TELLING 125 

" framed " and that they intended to get me, I communicated with 
Mr. Bloom's office, and was advised by the gentleman .from New 
York to act as I thought best in the matter. I did, and was present, 
to find myself the victim of one of the most malicious attacks that 
any man could make upon any man, woman, or child. 

However, Mr. Houdini on Tuesday saw fit to retract his accusa· 
tion, a.:pd I now feel that this bill does in no way affect me, for, 
as I understand it, it is aimed at the elimination of frauds, and I, 
as a scientist, feel myself capable at any time of meeting any com· 
mittees qualified to decide upon my ability and integrity as an 
astrologer. . 

Mr. REID. Let me ask you this: Was there anything in the stars 
that told you you were liable to be framed in this W • . . 

Ma.dame ~ARCIA. The stars, accordii;ig to .my-may I evade that 
question for JUSt a moment~ Must I answer it~ . · . 

Mr. REID. No; take your freedom of action. . · 
Madame MARCIA. My own horosoot>e told me yee.r8 ago, and I 

have followed it closely for myself smce· I have arrived at a few 
years of discretion, always to beware. I have Saturn in Scorpio in 
the ascendancy, which would make me a victim.. . . ·' · 

Mr. REID. 'Vhat does that mean~ 
l\1adame MARCIA. I have the books with me. tit .tells me· that I 

would always be attacked· by the minions {}f the:law, so the~fore 
I have framed my life to live closely within the law, because I am 
always subject to it. r·. :· .: · • .. '· · !• 

Mr. REID. I have been seared myself a Int· of. time~, ·· · 
Madame MARCIA (interposing). Snakes .and · ·policemen aFe · the 

only things I am afraid of. · . . , '· · · 
Mr. REID. I have been scared a. lot of- time.s, .:mitt I did not know 

about Saturn in Scorpioi · · · 1 • . ' . • '. , . • • . 

Madame MARCIA". I would be glad·to shcjw:·you .. _,Buttthat is in my 
horoscope. So it does not make any. diffetence whether it.is.tci>-Oay 
or to-morrow, I live so that I am open. , . •; · '.T · 1· .• 

Mr. REID. That is always commendable. ·: .: · .. 
Madame MARCIA. Thank you ; and I think iny reputation. would 

prove it. . ,; . · . ., . 1 . , · 

Mr. REID. I have. not heard your reputation attacked. 
· Madame MARCIA. It. ·was .. · You were "net here on Monday. 

During lifr. Houdini's · previous visit in the city he atta.cked 
astrology. I saw fit to chall~nge him . . I wrote him a letter, ap· 
peared at the Belasco Theater, and challenged him. : He said he 
could do anything, and in his operi denunciation ·seri.d that "mud" 
millions of miles away could. not affect human lifei J. ·wrote · him 
a letter tellin~ him I was there to challenge him1 and I did challenge 
him in op_e~. forum. I ask~d him what his opinion of astrology. was, 
and he said it was a fake hke all the rest. .' . , · : 

If you would like to put me under ciath-t---k · : · 
Mr. REID ·(interposing). No.! ·. , . '-· 1 • '" ' i 
Mr. HouDINI. I still think the same. ·· .. ., ; 
Madame MARCI:A, Your opinion ddes ·not oount, .si!J.; . : 
Mr. REID. I will decide now. . ·. i . · . : .. ,. : r1 . , i 

Madame ~ARCIA. T just warit t?· say that, in a1 'few words,., that 
I challenge him, and the.t $10,000 u; nllne. as.w.ell.es,-ydlrsrn'..: ... ~ / 
( ·Mr. REID. Y<>U and 1 will take..half,tij>ieee.J ! 'll: ,,.,: .,o.f ;;.; .· . :1ni 
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Mr. R athbone. Do not any of the rest of us get in on that?

[ L aughter.]

Madame Marcia. E very crusader— and I am not particularly

educated and I could not q uote all the crusaders— is willing to

sacrifice his money and his time and his life in the defense of his

cause, the perpetuation of it. Is that true?

Mr. R eid. A lways.

Madame Marcia. Mr. H oudini has been complaining that he has

been held here under great ex pense, etc.

Mr. R eid. A re you complaining about that?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir;  I called attention to the fact that I came

all the way from C hicago.

Madame Marcia. Y ou said you wanted to go;  that you came here

at great ex pense.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou wanted me to come nex t week , and I said I

had to go.

Madame Marcia. H ere is some of his mark ed money when he

spied on me. I brought it here.

Mr. R eid. H as he mark ed money?

Madame Marcia. H is spy claimed she did, and they twice

tried

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman

Mr. R eid (interposing). Y ou k eep out of the constellation j ust

yet.

Madame Marcia. Y our act comes in the second act. [ L aughter.]

The spy came, trying twice over the telephone to have an appoint-

ment with me. I never advertise in any way, shape, or form.

Mr. H oudini. That compels me to produce my witness. W e are

compelled to call my witness now.

Mr. R eid. A ll right;  you can call your witness.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou are j ust bringing this on yourself.

Madame Marcia. A bsolutely, I am, in defense of my honor and

my reputation. That is all I want as an A merican woman.

Mr. R eid. A nd we will help you get it.

Madame Marcia. I k new you would.

I want to j ust say this, that this woman— and I have a remark able

faculty of a very good memory— twice tried to get an appointment

with me over the phone, saying that she did not have this amount

of money. My fee is $ 10. I did not k now that any one had the

power to tell me what I should charge, and I understood when I

came in the District that the law did not set my fee, or the special-

ist' s, or the doctor' s, or anybody' s. I thought I was worth $ 10, and

my thousands of patrons have agreed and are glad to pay it and

come.

Mr. R eid. It is $ 10?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir;  and it is posted on the wall. Y ou do

not have to bargain with me;  it is posted on the wall.

Mr. R eid. That is a good idea. If it is not worth $ 10 to them,

they do not have to stay.

Madame Marcia. That is right, and I do not send out to get you

and I do not invite you and I do not advertise.

Mr. Gilbert. Do you use a large glass sphere?

Madame Marcia. N o, sir;  I do not. I have plain, every-day as-

trological book s, and I invited H oudini at the Belasco Theater to
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Mr. RATHBON:L .Do not any of the rest of us get in on that i 
[Laughter.] 

Madame MABCIA. Every crusader-and I am not particularly 
educated and I could not· 9.uote all the crusaders-is willin~ to 
sacrifice his money and his time and his life in the defense of his 
ca.use, the ·perpetuation of it. Is that true~ 

Mr. REID • .Always. 
Madame MARCIA. Mr. Houdini has been complaining that he has 

been held here under great expense, etc. 
'· Mr. REID. Are you oompfaining about that~ 

Mr. HouDINI. No, sir; I called attention to the fact that I came 
all the way from Chicago. 

Madame MARCI4. You sp.id you wanted to go; that you came here 
&t great expense. 

Mr. HounINI. You wanted me to come next week, and I said I 
had to go. 

Madame MARCIA. Here is some of his marked money when he 
spied on me. I brought it here. 

Mr. REID. Has he marked money~ 
Madame MARCIA. His spy clalllled she did, and they twice 

tried--
Mr. HoUDINI. Mr. Chairman--
Mt. REID (interposing). You keep out of the constellation j~ 

yet. 
Madame MARCIA. Your act comes in the second act. [Laughter.] 
The spy came, trying twice over the telephone to have an appoint­

ment with me. I never advertise in any way, shape; or form. 
Mr. HouDINI. That compels me to produce my witness. 'Ve are 

compelled to call my witness now. 
Mr. REID. All right; you can call your witness. 
Mr. HoUDINI. You are just bringing this on yourself. 
Madame MARCIA. Absolutely, I am, in defense of my honor and 

my reputation. That is all I want as an American woman. 
Mr. REID. And we will help you get it. 
Madame MARCIA. I knew you would. 
I want to just say this, that this woman-and I have a remarkable 

faculty of a very good memory-twice tried to get an appointment 
with me. over the phone, saying that she did not have this amount 
of money. My fee is $10. I did not know that any one had the 
power to tell me what I should charge, and I understood when I 
came in the District that the law did not set my fee, or the special­
ist's, or the doctor's, or anybody's. I thought I was worth $10, and 
my thousands of patrons have agreed and are glad to pay it and 
come. 

Mr. REID. It is $10~ 
Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir; and it is posted on the wall. You do 

not have to bargain with me; it is posted on the wall. 
Mr. REID. That is a good idea. If it is not worth $10 to them, 

they do not have to stay. 
Madame MARCIA.. That is right, and I do not send out to get you 

and I do not invite you and I do not advertise. 
Mr. GILBERT. Do you use a large glass sphere Y 
Madame MARCIA. No, sir; I do not. I have plain, every-day as· 

trological books, and I in~ted Houdini at the Belasco Theater to 
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come, and his manager, etc., and I invite this committee, and I said

that I would be very glad, absolutely happy and glad, to be put

under investigation by a competent committee, but not under lay

minds.

Mr. R eid. Is this committee all right?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir;  this committee;  any committee;  I do

not care who it is.

Mr. R eid. I appoint Mr. R athbone, Mr. Gilbert, and Mr. H ammer

to look  into this.

Madame Marcia. If they think  I am a fraud, follow the tex t-

book s, but I must have genuine data.

N ow, the lady in q uestion called and ask ed for an appointment,

and I readily gave it to her at 11 o' clock . H owever, two ladies

came in before her to give me some data for written work , and she

look ed up and down the floor, and she had a baby at home and her

tax icab was waiting, and I do not k now what all.

I live in a very meager home and the doors are all open. There

are no cabinets or charms that you can buy.

Mr. R eid. Y ou have a nice place there.

Madame Marcia. A  very small place, and very meager. I have

all I can do to collect the money due me, and she tried to get me to

tak e $ 5, and I told her $ 10 or nothing;  that I was not a j unk  shop.

Y ou can not bargain with me;  that is my price;  and I stick  to it.

N ow, sir, the investigator came in and gave me her data. I gave

her a copy of the chart. I do not k now whether the data is gen-

uine or not;  no one k nows, and astrology does not teach me.

I j ust look ed at the chart for the data given me, and the first

thing I told her was that she was as trick y as a bag of monk eys.

Mr. R eid. Did you have a hunch?

Madame Marcia. I had Mars in the ascendary, in L eo, and L eo is

the lion and Mars is the war god. Mak e your own deduction.

Mr. R athbone. I would lik e to ask  a few q uestions.

Madame Marcia. A ll I ask  of these gentlemen is, and the only

interest in any way, shape, or form I have is, does this cover

astrology?

Mr. R eid. Y ou can not prove it by me.

Mr. R athbone. I want to ask  a few q uestions, more for my

own enlightenment than anything else.

In astrology, you tell both the person' s character and temper-

ament and their future?  Both of those things are included in it—

is that right?

Madame Marcia. N o, not ex actly;  because the stars incline to

down below, and you, as an emanation of God, and God being within

yourself, are a think ing being.

Mr. R athbone. I do not want to shut you off, but could you

answer the q uestion?

Madame Marcia. Perhaps I am too ignorant.

Mr. R athbone. N o, no. I ask  it j ust for my own enlightenment.

I would lik e to k now if astrology does not deal in both of those

things, to persons analyzing the people, what their temperament is,

and also what is going to happen to them later on?

Madame Marcia. It is a map of your life, whether it is present

or future.
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~ome, and his manager, etc., and I invite this committee.,, a.nd I said 
that I would be very glad, absolutely happy and glad, to be put 
under investigation by a competent committee, but not under lay 
minds. 

Mr. REID. Is this committee all rightW 
Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir_; this committee; any committee; I do 

not care who it is. 
Mr. REID. I appoint Mr. Rathbone, Mr. Gilbert, and Mr. Hammer 

to look into this. · 
Madame MARCIA. If they think I am a fraud, follow the text­

books, but I must have genuine data. 
Now, the lady in question called and asked for an appointment, 

and I readily gave it to her at 11 o'clock. However, two ladies 
came in before her to give me some data for written work, and she 
looked up and down the floor, and she had a baby at home and her 
taxicab was waiting, and I do not know what all. 

I live in a very meager home and the doors are all open. There 
are no cabinets or charms that you can buy. 

Mr. REID. You have a nice place there. 
Madame MARCIA. A very smdl place, and very meager. I ha.ve 

all I can do to collect the money due me, and she tried to get me to 
take $5, and I told her $10 or nothin~; that I was not a jUnk shop. 
You can not bargain with me; that 1s my price; and I stick to It. 

Now, sir, the investigator came in and gave me her data. I gave 
her a copy of the chart. I do not know whether the data is gen­
uine or not; no one knows, and astrology does not teach me. 

I just looked at the chart for the data given me, and the first 
thing I told her was that she was as tricky as a bag of monkeys. 

Mr. REID. Did you have a hunch? . 
Madame MARCIA. I had Mars in the ascendary,.in Leo, and Leo is 

the lion and Mars is the war god. ltlake your own deduction. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I would like to ask a few questions. . 
Madame MARCIA. AU I ask of these gentlemen ·is, and the only 

interest in any way, shape, or form I have is, does this cover 
astrology ? . 

Mr. REID. You can not prove it by me. 
Mr. RATHBONE. I want to ask a few questions, more for my 

own enlightenment than anything else. 
In astrology, you tell both the person's character a.nd tem_{>er­

ament and their future~ Both of those things a.re included in It-­
is that right~ 

Madame MARCIA. No, not exactly; because the stars incline to 
down below, and you, as an emanation of God, and God being within 
yourself, are a thinking being. 

Mr. RATHBONE. I do not want to shut you off, but could you 
answer the . question~ 

Madame MARCIA. Perhaps I am too ignorant. 
Mr. RATHBONE. No, no. I ask it just for my own enlightenment. 

I would like to know if astrology does not deal in both of those 
things, to persol!S analyzing the people, what their temperament is, 
.and also what is going to happen to them later on~ 

Madame MARCIA. It. is a map of your life, whether it is present 
-or future. 

104123-2b--9 
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Mr. R athbone. It is a map also of your temperament and char-

acter as well?

Madame Marcia. A bsolutely, and your assets and liabilities, and

helps you to shape your life.

Mr. R eid. It is a road map showing the detours.

Mr. R athbone. W ith respect to that part of astrology which

deals with a person' s character or temperament— and lets us segre-

gate that for a moment— that could not j wssibly have any relation to

this bill, because it could not be classed as fortune telling— is that

right?  *

Madame Marcia. I think  so, yes.

Mr. R eid. Y ou think  what?

Madame Marcia. That that could not be classed as fortune telling.

Mr. R athbone. N ow, there is a part of astrology which deals in

telling what the future is going to be— -is that right?

Madame Marcta. A V e do not say "  future " — we j ust simply say

that the conditions here are that this will occur in your life, that

these are possibilities. They are not facts absolutely.

Mr. R athbone. W ell, I do not believe that

Madame Marcia (interposing). May I ask  you a q uestion?

Mr. R athbone. I have not got an answer to my q uestion yet.

Mr. R eid. Y ou answer the lady' s q uestion.

Madame Marcia. Does the United S tates W eather Bureau, when

they use the stars— do they predict the weather for you?

Mr. R eid. They certainly do, but it does not always come true.

Madame Marcia. A re they guilty of fraud?

Mr. R eid. I should say they are, a lot of times. [ L aughter.]

Madame Marcia. Then they are punishable.

Mr. R eid. W e ought to put them in j ail.

Madame Marcia. Then I will step out, and if Mr. H oudini will pay

me the $ 10,000, I will tell him a good way to get rid of me as a for-

tune teller.

Mr. R eid. W e do not want to get rid of you.

Mr. R athbone. J ust let us stick  to the point. W e can clean it up

in j ust a q uestion or two.

A s I understand it, that part of astrology which deals— you do

not lik e the word "  future " — which deals with possibilities

Madame Marcia (interposing). I lik e the word "  future."

Mr. R athbone. Y ou do?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone (continuing). W hich deals with the person' s fu-

ture, that does not pretend to foretell the future, but tells what the

possibilities in you or other persons or other circumstances and sur-

roundings are which might cause something to happen in your life.

Is that right?

Madame Marcia. That is ex actly right.

Mr. R athbone. W ell, for one, I do not believe that is fortune tell-

ing.

Madame Marcia. Thank  you.

Mr. R athbone. O ther than those two things, what other things

does astrology deal in?

Madame Marcia. N one that I k now of, sir.

Mr. R athbone. That covers the whole field?
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Mr. RATHBONE. It is a map also of your temperament and char­
acter as well ~ 

~:fadame MARCIA. Absolutely, and your a,ssets and liabilities, and 
helps you to shape your life. 

Mr. REID. It is a road map showing the detours. . 
Mr. RATHBONE. With respect to that part of astrology 'which 

deals with a person's character or temperament-and lets us segrc.:. 
gate that for a moment-that could not possibly have any relation· to 
this bill, because it could not be cJa;ssed as fortune telling-is that 
right? • · 

Madame MARCIA. I think so, yes. 
. Mr. REID. You think what~ 

Madame MARCIA. That that could not be classed as fortune telling. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Now, there is a part of astrology which deals in 

tellin~ what the future is 110ing to be-is that right? 
Madame :MARCIA. '\Ve do not say "future ''-we just simply suy 

that the conditions here are that this will occur in your life, that 
these are possibilities. They are not facts absolutely. 

Mr. RATHBONE. Well, I do not believe that--
Madame MARCIA (interposing). May I ask you a question~ 
Mr. RATHBONE. I have not got an answer to mv question yet. 
Mr. RF.ID. You answer the lady's question. " 
Madame MARCIA. Does the rnited States Weather Bureau, when 

they use the stars-do they predict the weather for you~ 
Mr. REID. They certainly do, but it does not always come true. 
Madame MARCIA. Are they guilty of fraud~ 
Mr. REID. I should say they are, a lot of times. [Laughter.] 
Madame MARCIA. Then they are punishable. 
Mr. REID. We ought to put them in jail. 
Madame MARCIA. Then I will st.ep out, and if Mr. Houdini will pay 

me the $10,000, I will tell him a good way to get rid of me as a for­
tune teller. 

Mr. REID. We do not want to get rid of you. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Just let us stick to the point. We can clean it up 

in just a question or two. , -
As I understand it, that part of astrology which deals-you do 

not like the word " future "-which deals with possibilities-­
Madame MARCIA {interposing). I like the word "future." 
Mr. RATHBONE. You doW 
Madame MABcIA. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE {continuing). Which deals with the person's fu­

ture, that does not pretend to foretell the future, but tells what the 
possibilities in you or other persons or other circumstances and sur­
roundings are which might cause something to happen in your life. 
Is that righU · 

Madame MARCIA. That is exactly right. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Well, for one, I do not believe that is fortune tell­

ing. 
Madame MARCIA. Thank you. 
Mr. RATHBONE. Other than those two things, what other things 

does astrology deal in Y 
Madame MARCIA. Ne>ne that I know of, sir. · 
Mr. RATHBONE. That covers the whole field W 
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Madame Marcia. A s far as I k now.

Mr. R athbone. This does not directly bear upon it, but I k now

something of the people who originally believed in astrology. Do

your book s follow a consecutive line of tradition, so to speak , from

ancient times, and do you believe in that?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir.

Mr. R athbone. Y ou believe the same as the ancients did?

Madame Marcia. They are absolutely technical, and i would be

glad to show my book s to you, and I use them technically, at any

time.

Mr. R athbone. If there had been a law in effect 500 or 1,000 years

ago which prohibited astrology and fix ed a penally for the belief

in it, practically every living person of the world then would have

been in j ail, would they not?

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir;  they would.

Mr. R eid. They might as well have been as to have lived then.

Madame Marcia. They might j ust as well.

Then, am I to understand that I am in no way covered by fraud

in this business?

Mr. R eid. W e would not want to say that. The words speak  for

themselves and the interpretation that may be put upon them. O f

course, that is for the stars to determine.

Madame Marcia. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. I would suggest to the lady that the intention of

the legislators has nothing to do with the construction of the statute.

I think  it was intended to include you. That is my opinion.

Madame Marcia. I think  it was, too. I have been framed to that

ex tent, although upon their word as gentlemen, voluntarily they*

claimed it did not. I wonder what changed their opinion. That is

what I want to k now.

Mr. R eid. The stars switched?

Madame Marcia. Y es, the stars are against me.

Mr. R eid. N ow, if L eo and Mars should get q uite near, what

would happen to us?

Madame Marcia. I would not want to tell you that now.

Mr. R eid. W ould you care to answer q uestions by Mr. H oudini?

Madame Marcia. Y ou had better put me under oath.

Mr. R eid. N o, that is not necessary.

Mr. H oudini. I would lik e to have the committee permit my in-

vestigator to read part of her report.

Mr. R eid. N o;  you ask  her the q uestions, and we will put the wit-

ness on the stand afterwards and we will interrogate her. Y ou j ust

ask  the q uestions.

Mr. H oudini. Do you include spiritualistic manifestations when

you give your astrological seances?

Madame Marcia. N o, sir;  I do not.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou do not?

Madame Marcia. N o, I do not.

Mr. H oudini. W ere you a medium before you came to

W ashington?

Madame Marcia. I was clairvoyant medium?

Mr. H oudini. C lairvoyant medium?

Madame Marcia. Medium, if you lik e. E verything is a medium

that conveys.
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Madame MARCIA. As far as I kn9w. 
Mr. RATHBONE. This does not directly bear upon it, but I know 

something of the people who originally believed in astrology. Do 
your books follow a consecutive line of tradition, so t-0 speak. from 
ancient times, and do you believe in that~ 

Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir. 
Mr. RATHBONE. You believe the same as the ancients did? 
Madame MARClA. They are absolutely technical, and l would be 

gl1.ld to show my books to you, and I use them technically, at any 
time. 

Mr. RATHBONE. If there had been a law in effect 500 or 1,000 year5' 
ago which prohibite<l astrology and fixed a penalty for the belief 
i.n it, practically every living person of the wodcl then would have 
been in jail, would they uot ~ · 

Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir; they would. 
~fr. REID. They might as well have been as to have lived then. 
Madame MARCIA. They might just as well. 
Then, am I to understand that I am in no way ·covered by fraud 

in this business ? 
Mr. REID. 'Ve would not want to say that. The words speak for 

themselves and the interpretation that may be put upon them. Of 
course, that is for the stars to determine. · 

Madame MARCIA. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HAMMER. I would suggest to the lady that the intention of 

the legislators has nothing to do with the construction of the statute. 
I think it was intended to include you. That is my opinion. 

Madame MARCIA. I think it was too. I have been framed to that 
extent, although upon their word as gentlemen, voluntarily they• 
claimed it did not. I wonder what changed their opinion. That is 
what I want to know. 

Mr. REID. The stars switched¥ 
Madame MARcIA. Yes, the stars are against me. 
Mr. REID. Now, if Leo and Mars should get quite near, what 

would happen to us¥ 
Madame MARCIA. I would not want to tell you that now. 
Mr. REID. Would you care to answer questions by Mr. Houdini V 
Madame MARCIA. You had better put me under oath. 
~Ir. REID. No, that is not necessary. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I would like to have the committee permit my in­

vestigator to read part of her report. 
Mr. REID. No; you ask her the questions, and we will put the wit­

ness on the stand afterwards and we will interrogate her. You just 
ask the questions. 

Mr. HouDINI. Do you include spiritualistic manifestations when 
you give your astrological seances~ · 

Madame MARCIA. No, sir; I do not. 
Mr. HouDINI. You do not? 
Madame MARCIA. No, I do not. 
Mr. HouDINI. Were you a medium before you came to 

Washington? • 
· Madame MARCIA. I was clairvoyant medium~ 

Mr. HoumNI. Clairvoyant medium? 
Madame MARCIA. Medium, if you like. Everything is a medium 

that conveys. 
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Mr. H oudini. W ere you not associated with one of the greatest

money-getting mediums, named Mrs. Piper?

Madame Marcia. Mrs. Pepper?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Madame Marcia. A ll right;  get your names right.

I was called upon constantly and freq uently to officiate in Mrs,

Pepper' s church in the afternoons at the A urora Grotto C athedral,,

in Brook lyn, N . Y .

Mr. H oudini. Do you k now that she was one of the worst and the

greatest k nown frauds outside of A nn O ' delia Diss Debar in the

history of spiritualism?

Madame Marcia. I do not k now anything detrimental to Mrs.

Pepper' s character personally. I personally did not live with her,

did not associate with her. I work ed in the same church.

Mr. H oudini. Did you k now that I handed to the committee a

resume of her life, which is of such a character

Madame Marcia (interposing). W hat has that to do with me

personally?

Mr. H oudini. Y ou work ed with her.

Madame Marcia. Y ou work  with crook s every day of your life.

Mr. H oudini. I do hot k now it, though.

Madame Marcia. My purse was stolen yesterday in this very

room.

Mr. H oudini. I do not k now it, but you do when you are a medium.

Madame Marcia. 1 never said I was a medium.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou made a statement that I do not lik e to have go

on record. Y ou made the statement that I called the late Mrs.

H arding a name. That is not true. Y ou took  a liberty with what I

said. I never made any remark s about Mrs. H arding. I did say that

she came to you for readings.

Mr. R eid. Did she?

Madame Marcia. S he did.

Mr. H oudini. A nd I never made any remark  against the lady.

Madame Marcia. The gentlemen of the committee, some of them,

were present— some were D.ot. Y ou said that I told President

H arding— j ust then I interrupted you and told you I did not, and

you said I preyed upon him, his weak ness. That is what I ask ed you,

and you said that the insane asylums are filled with degenerates,

the weak -minded, preyed upon by us, and I ask ed you

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Madame Marcia. Y es;  you did.

Mr. R eid. This is a pretty good issue.

Madame Marcia. Y ou did, and everybody will bear witness to it

that was here. Then I ask ed you if anyone in this room would

presume or dare to say that the late F lorence H arding was a de-

generate, weak -minded, or imbecilic person. S he was k nown the

world over as a very brilliant woman and a k een woman. [ A p-

plause.]

Y ou might vilify my character, but you can not vilify F lorence

H arding, nor the late President H arding in my presence.

Mr. H oudini. Did Mrs. H arding ever give trance seances?  Did

she sell luck y charms?  Did she tell the future?

Madame Marcia. Do I sell any luck y charms?
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Mr. HouDINI. Were you not associated with one of the greatest 
money-getti_ng mediums, named Mrs. Piper? 

Madame MARCIA. Mrs. Pepper¥ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes. 
Madame MARCIA. All right; get your names right. 
I was called upon constantly and frequently to officiate in Mrs .. 

Pepper's church m the afternoons at the Aurora Grotto Cathedral,. 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. HoUDINI. Do you know that she was one of the worst and the 
greatest known frauds outside of Ann O'delia. Diss Debar in the 
history of spiritualism¥ 

Madame MARCIA. I do not know anything detrimental to Mrs. 
Pepper's character personally. I personally did not live with her, 

. did not associate with her. I worked in the same church. 
Mr. HouDINI. Did you know that I handed to the committee a 

resume of her life, which is of such a character--
Madame MARCIA (interposing). What has that to do with me 

personally ¥ 
Mr. HouDINI. You worked with her. 
Madame MARCIA. You work with crooks every day of your life. 
Mr. HOUDINI. I do not know it, though. 
Madame MARCIA. My pur~e was stolen yesterday in this very 

room. 
Mr. HouDINI. I do not know it, but you do when you are a medium. 
Madame MARCIA. I never said I was a medium. 
Mr. HoumNI. You made a statement that I do not like to have go 

on record. You made the statement that I called the late Mrs. 
Harding a name. That is not true. You took a liberty with what I 
said. I never made any remarks about Mrs. Harding. I did say that 
she came to you for readings. . 

Mr. REID. Did she? 
Madame MARCIA. She did. 
:Mr. HoumNr. And I neyer. made any remark against the lady. 
Madame MARCIA. The gentlemen of the committee,.some of them, 

were present-some were not. You said that I told President 
Harding-just then I interrupted yoµ and told you I did not, and 
you said I preyed upon him, his weakness. That is what I asked you, 
and you said that the insane asylums are filled with degenerates, 
the weak-minded, preyed upon by us, and I asked you--

Mr. HOUDINI. No. 
Madame MARCIA. Yes; you did. 
Mr. REID. This is a pretty good issue. 
Madame MARCIA. You did, and everybody will bear witness to it 

that was here. Then I asked you if anyone in this room would 
presume or dare to say that the late Florence Harding was a de­
,,enerate, weak-minded, or imbecilic person. She was known the 
';.rorld over as a very brilliant woman and a keen woman. [Ap­
plause.] 

You might vilify my character, but you can not vilify Florence 
Harding, nor the late President Harding in my presence. 

Mr. HouDINI. Did Mrs. Harding ever give trance seances~ Did · 
she sell lucky charms 1 Did she tell the future? 

Madame MARCIA. Do I sell any lucky charms¥ 
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Mr. H oudini. If you do I will catch you.

Madame Marcia. Y ou will never catch me;  no, sir. I am as slick

as you are, thank  you.

Mr. R eid. A re there any further q uestions?

Madame Marcia. I think  I am through, Mr. C hairman.

Mr. R eid. A te there any further q uestions?  W e want to give

everybody a full hearing.

That seems to be all. W e are very much obliged to you.

S TA TE ME N T O F  R E V . R O S E  MA C KE N BE R G

Mr. R eid. W ill you give us your name, please?

Miss Mack enberg. R ev. R ose Mack enberg.

May I mak e a req uest before beginning?

I would ask  not to be interrupted, because when I was talk ing

before I was repeatedly interrupted by Mrs. Marcia and Mrs.

Mertzell.

Mr. R eid. W e will not have you interrupted by anybody ex cept

us. W e will interrupt you when we think  it is appropriate.

Tell us how long you have been a reverend.

Miss Mack enberg. I have been ordained six  times as a spiritual-

istic minister, and I also own two churches.

Mr. R eid. Y ou own two churches?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  I do.

Mr. R eid. W here?

Miss Mack enberg. In H artford and in W orcester.

Mr. R eid. They are the same churches that Mr. H oudini

Mr. H oudini (interposing). The lady does not own one church.

O ne church was tak en away by default. S he still think s she owns it

because she purchased two.

Mr. R eid. W ould that be false pretenses if somebody told her

she did not own the church?

Go and and tell us about your being ordained.

Miss Mack enberg. May I say that Madame Marcia referred to me

as a spy?

Mr. R eid. I want to k now about your past first. W hat is your

record in your spiritual work ?  Y ou said you had been ordained six

times.

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  and I have investigated 300 mediums.

Mr. R eid. I want to k now about your being ordained.

Miss Mack enberg. I have been ordained by. the spiritualistic

church within the time limit from 20 minutes, being the shortest time

it took  to be ordained, to 2 days.

Mr. R eid. W hat I mean is, were you ordained on the sq uare, or do

you go through it for the purposes of this investigation?

Miss Mack enberg. N o;  they had no reason

Mr. R eid (interposing). I am talk ing about your theory, not

theirs. W e want to get your attitude of mind.

Miss Mack enberg. A s an investigator?

Mr. R eid. Y es. W ere you ordained on the sq uare?  I want to

get what your attitude was so the committee may give your testi-

mony such weight as we consider proper.
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Mr. HouDINI. If you do I will catch you. 
Madame MARCIA. You will never catch me; no, sir. I em as slick 

as you are, thank you. 
Mr. REID. Are there any further questions? 
Madame MARCIA; I think I am through, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. REID. Aae there any further questions? We want to give 

everybody a full hearing. 
That seems to be all. We are very much obliged to you. 

STATEMENT OF REV. ROSE . KACKENBERG 

Mr. REID. Will you give us your name, please? 
Miss MAcKENBERG. Rev. Rose Mackenberg. 
May I make a request before beginning? 
I would ask not to be interrupted, because when I was talking 

before I was repeatedly interrupted by Mrs. Marcia and Mrs. 
Mertzell. 

Mr. REID. We will not have you interrupted by anybody except 
us. We will interrupt you when we think it is appropriate. 

Tell us how long you have been a reverend. 
Miss MACKENBERG. I have been ordained six times as a spiritual-

. istic minister, and I also own two churches. 
Mr. REID. You own two churches~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes; I do. 
Mr. REID. Where'? 
Miss MACKENBERG. In Hartford and in Worcester. 
Mr. REm. TheY. are the same churches that Mr. Houdini--
Mr. Houdini (interposing). The lady does not own one church. 

One church was taken away by default. She still thinks she owns it 
because she purchased two. 

Mr. REID. Would that be false pretenses if somebody told her 
she did not own the church? 

Go and and tell us about your being ordained. 
Miss MACKENBERG. May I say that Madame Marcia referred to me 

as a spy1 
Mr. REID. I want to know about your past first. What is your 

record in your spiritual work? You said you had been ordained six 
times. 

Miss MAcKENBERG. Yes; and I have investigated 300 mediums. 
Mr. REID. I want to lmow about your being ordainea. 
Miss MACKENBERG. I have been ordained by. the spiritualistic 

church within the time limit from 20 minutes, being the shortest time 
it took to be ordained, to 2 days. 

Mr. REID. What I mean is, were you ordained on the square, or do 
you go through it for the purposes of this investigation? 

Miss MACKENBERG. No; they had no reason--
Mr. REID (interposing). I am talking about your theory, not 

theirs. We want to get your attitude of mind. 
Miss MACKENBERG. As an investigator? 
}fr. REID. Yes. Were you ordained on the square? I want to 

get what your attitude was so the committee may give your testi­
mony such. weight as we consider proper. 
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Miss Mack enberg. I was ordained with the same rights as an

orthodox  minister, and I have the same privileges; — to baptize, to

marry, and to bury.

Mr. R eid. Did you believe it when you were getting it?

Miss Mack enberg. I was in search of the truth.

Mr. R eid. Did you ever find it?

Miss Mack enberg. I have never found it yet. If I did find it.

I would tak e advantage of my ordination.

Mr. R eid. A nd would operate?

Miss Mack enberg. W ould operate.

Mr. R eid. Y ou did not go into it with the idea of operating?

Miss Mack enberg. If I found the truth, I would be glad to.

Mr. R eid. Y our different ordinations were for the purpose of your

investigation;  and if it happened to catch, you would be willing to

stand for it?

Miss Mack enberg. I do not q uite understand the q uestion.

Mr. R eid. Y ou said that if you found the truth you would be will-

ing to operate under the ordination.

Miss Mack enberg. If I found that spiritualism really developed

psychic phenomena, I would be glad to be a spiritualist and tak e ad-

vantage of my ordination.

Mr. R eid. Y ou never believed it would?

Miss Mack enberg. Believed it would?

Mr. R eid. Y ou never had faith?

Miss Mack enberg. I had faith, but it was not proven.

Mr. R eid. W hat proof would you need so that you might arrive

at that point where you would consider yourself an honest spirit-

ualist?

Miss Mack enberg. To my mind, definite proof of psychic phe-

nomena would be if the spiritualists or the medium could give me

some tangible evidence that they do communicate with the spirits on

the other side and give me a message that would really mean some-

thing.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not really think  that is possible?  Do you sup-

pose that is possible?

Miss Mack enberg. I do not k now.

Mr. R eid. I want j ^ ou to answer the q uestion yes or no.

M' ss Mack enberg. I have not made up my mind that that is so.

In all the investigations that I have made I have not found any.

Mr. R eid. Do you believe that it is possible?

Miss Mack enberg. I was sincere in my investigation to find it.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are not willing to say that you believe it impossible

that it might come to you?

Miss Mack enberg. Y ou mean, to find a medium who could bring

it?

Mr. R eid. N o. Do you believe that there might be something in

it, on the sq uare?

Miss Mack enberg. I would be glad to believe it.

Mr. R ead. A re you willing to tell the committee now that your

mind is in such condition that you believe that at some time, some-

where, this realization might come to you that there was something

in this spiritualsm?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  I would be glad to say that my mind is

wide open. I am not prej udiced either way.
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Miss MAcirnNBERG. I was ordained with the same rights as an 
orthodox minister, and l have the same privileges.--to baptize, to 
marry, and to bury. 

Mr. REID. Did you believe it when you were getting it? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I was in search of the truth. 
Mr. REID. Did you ever find it? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I have never found it yet. !f I did fin<l it. 

I would take advantage of my ordination. 
Mr. REID. And would operate? 
Miss MAcKENBEHG. Would operate. 
Mr. REID. You did not go into it with the idea of operating~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. If I found the truth, I would be glad to. 
Mr. REID. Your different ordinations were for the purpose of your 

investigation; and if it happened to catch, you would be willing to 
stand for it? 

Miss MACKENBERO. I do not quite understand the question. 
Mr. REID. You said that if you found the truth you would be will­

ing to operate under the ordination. 
Miss M ACKENBERG. If I found that spiritualism really developed 

psychic phenomena, I would be glad to be a spiritualist and take ad­
vantage of my ordination. 

Mr. REID. You never believed it would? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Believed it would? 
Mr. REID. You never had faith? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I had faith, but it was not proven. . 
Mr. REID. What proof would you need so that you might arrive 

at that point where you would consider yourself an honest spirit­
ualist? 
· Miss MACKENBERG. To my mind, definite proof of psychic phe­
nomena would be if the spiritualists or the medium could give me 
some tangible evidence that they do communicate with the spirits on 
the other side and give me a message that would really mean some­
thing. 

Mr. REID. You do not really think that is possible? Do you sup-
pose that is possible? 

Miss MAcKENBERG. I do not know. 
Mr. REID. I want you to answer the question yes or no. 
M:ss MACKENBERG. I have not made up my mind that that is so. 

In all the investigations that I have made I have not found any. 
Mr. REID. Do you believe that it is possible? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I was sincere in my investigation to find it. 
Mr. REID. y OU are not willing to say that you believe it impossible 

that it might come to you? 
Miss l\{AcKENBERG. You mean, to find a medium who could bring 

it? . 
Mr. REID. No. Do you believe that there might be something in 

it, on the square~ 
Miss MAcKENBERG. I would be glad to believe it. 
Mr. READ. Are you willing to tell the committee now that your 

mind is in such condition that you believe that at some time, some­
where, this realization might come to you that there was something 
in this spiritualsm W 

Miss MACKENBERG. Yes; I would be glad to say that my mind is 
wide open. I am not prejudiced either way. 
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Mr. R eid. Do you believe that these people might possibly be on

the sq uare?

Miss Mack enberg. I believe it is possible.

Mr. R eid. W ait a minute. I am ask ing you if you believe that

these people, when they are trying to practice spiritualism, are on the

sq uare.

Miss Mack enberg. Do I believe that they are on the sq uare in giv-

ing the messages.

Mr. R eid. In pursuing their practice.

Miss Mack enberg. N o. I found that all those I investigated were

either frauds or psychosis cases.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not believe that there is a possibility of this

ever being the truth, that there is such a thing as spiritualism on the

sq uare?

Miss Mack enberg. I believe it might develop, although I have

not come across it yet.

Mr. R eid. Y ou believe it might develop?

Miss Mack enberg. I believe so.

Mr. R eid. Y ou think  it is possible?

Miss Mack enberg. I believe so.

Mr. Gilbert. In order to get your testimony in better shape in

the record, what about your churches?  W hat did you pay for those

churches?

Miss Mack enberg. F or my ordinations I paid from $ 5 to $ 25.

Mr. Gilbert. I never ask ed you about that. W hat did you pay

for those churches?  Y ou said you owned two churches.

Miss Mack enberg. In one church I was ordained and the church

was given to me gratis, and I paid $ 5 for the ordination, including

the church, and the other church I paid $ 15 for.

Mr. Gilbert. Y ou paid $ 5 for the ordination, and they threw in

the church?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. Gilbert. A ll right.

Mr. H ammer. Do I understand that you really believe in spirit-

ualism?

Miss Mack enberg. I would lik e to believe in psychic phenomena

if I could.

Mr. H ammer. W ere you a preacher in earnest or were you or-

dained as a minister for the purpose of being an investigator?

Miss Mack enberg. I do not q uite understand the q uestion.

Mr. H ammer. W ell, do you pretend to be a preacher or did you

seriously and sincerely receive your ordination?

Miss Mack enberg. I made no pretenses whatever. I j ust went

into the place and they said, " Y ou are very psychic;  you ought to

develop as a medium. In fact, I could ordain you and you could

practice and develop your psychic powers."

Mr. H ammer. W ere you sincere in that or were you doing it to

investigate for Mr. H oudini?

Miss Mack enberg. They ask ed me no q uestions as to whether I

was sincere or not.

Mr. H ammer. But I am ask ing you;

Miss Mack enberg. A ll they are interested in is the amount of

money I could pay them.
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Mr. REID. Do you believe that these people might possibly be on 
the square¥ 

Miss MAOKENBERG. I believe it is possible. 
Mr. REID. Wait a minute. I am askin~ you if you believe that 

these people, when they are trying to practice spiritualism, are on the 
square. 

Miss MAoKENBERG. Do I believe that they are on the square in giv­
ing the messages. 

Mr. REID. In pursuing their practice. 
Miss MAcKENBERG. No. I found that all those I investigated were 

either frauds or psychosis cases. . 
Mr. REID. You do not believe that there is a possibility of this 

ever being the truth, that there is such a thing as spiritualism on the 
square 'I 

Miss MAcKENBJmG. I believe it might develop, although I have 
not come across it yet. 

Mr. REID. You believe it might develop~ 
Miss MACKENBERO. I believe so. 
Mr. REID. You think it is possible~ 
Miss MAOKENBERG. I believe so. 
Mr. GILBERT. In order to get your testimony in better shape in 

the record, what about your churches 'I What did you pay for those 
churches~ 

Miss MACKENBERG. For my ordinations I paid from $5 to $25. 
Mr. GILBERT. I never aiked you about that. What did you pay 

for those churches~ You said you owned two churches. 
Miss MACKENBERG. In one church I was ordained and the church 

was given to me gratis, and I paid ·$5 for the ordination, including 
the church, and the other chur".h I paid $15 for. 

Mr. GILBERT. You paid $5 for the ordination, and they threw in 
the churchY 

Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
Mr. GILBERT. All right. · · 
Mr. HAMMER. Do I understand that you really believe in spirit­

ualism 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. I would like to believe in psychic phenomena 

if I could. 
Mr. HAMMER. Were you a preacher in earnest or were you or­

dained as a minister for the purpose of being an investigator 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. I do not quite understand the question. 
Mr. HAMMER. Well, do you pretend t.o be a preacher or did you 

seriously and sincerely receive your ordination 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. I made no pretenses whatever. I just went 

into the . place and they said, " You are very psychic; you ought to 
develop as a medium. In fact, I could ordain you and you could 
practice and deveJ~_p your psychic powers." 
. Mr. HAMMER. Were you sincere in that or were you doing it to 
investigate for Mr. Houdini 'I 

Miss MACKENBERG. They asked me no questions as to whether I 
was sincere or not. 

Mr. HAMMER. But I am asking you. 
Miss MAcKENBERG. All they are interested in ·is the amount of 

money I could pay them. 
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Mr. H ammer. W ere you doing it with the sincere purpose of being

a minister of the gospel or a minister in the church or for the pur-

pose of promoting your activities?

Miss Mack enberg. I was doing that to see how far the spiritualists

would go in trying to obtain money for ordinations and in developing

their psychic researches.

Mr. H ammer. Did Madame Marcia tell you that she charged any

fee or solicit you to go to her place?  H ow did you come to go

there?

Miss Mack enberg. W ell, Madame Marcia challenged Mr. H oudini.

W e have gotten letters— a number of letters were sent to the news-

paper office from people complaining about Madame Marcia, and

he suggested that I investigate her to see whether there was any

truth in the letters sent in, because the letters that came about

Madame Marcia revealed a spiritualistic means in order to get up

the astrological

Mr. H ammer (interposing). Did she give you any chart?

Miss Mack enberg. A  chart?

Mr. H ammer. Y es.

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  it was submitted yesterday.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou submitted it?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Is it filed with the committee?

Miss Mack enberg. I believe it is.

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  I filed it.

Mr. H ammer. Is this date of birth that you had indicated on the

map?  Is your birth data on there?

Mr. R eid. H e wants to ask  your age, but he is afraid to.

Mr. H ammer. N o, no;  I j ust ask ed if it was on the map.

Miss Mack enberg. There was a date of birth given;  yes.

Mr. H ammer. Did you give the correct date of birth to her?

Miss Mack enberg. I did not.

Mr. H ammer. S he told you in her letter which she wrote you

that you should give her the correct date of your birth and the hour

of your birth as nearly as possible, and the place of birth, which

is most essential?  S he told you that before she took  your money,

did she not?

Miss Mack enberg. I never heard from Madame Marcia by any

letter of any k ind.

Mr. H ammer. Didn' t she write this letter to you?

Miss Mack enberg. May I see it?

Mr. H ammer. Did it not say in there

Miss Mack enberg (interposing). I got no letter from her.

Madame Marcia. That is what I do send out in answer to the let-

ters that come to me. They ask  how much it would cost for a written

horoscope, and I did tell her that I needed the date and she volun-

tarily came in and gave me J uly 1, and the year I won' t say, and 7

a. m., C incinnati, O hio, and I ask ed her whether she was born at

sun or standard time, and she did not k now.

Mr. H ammer. Did you ever study astrology?

Miss Mack enberg. I have read some upon it;  yes.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou can not do reading astrologically, can you?

Miss Mack enberg. J udging from the reading

Mr. H ammer (interposing).- F rom the chart.
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Mr. HAMMER. Were you doing it with the sincere purpose of being 
a minister of the gospel or a minister in the church or for the pur­
pose of promoting your activities? 

Miss MACKENBERG. I was doing that to see how far the spiritualists 
would go in trying to obtain money for.ordinations and in developmg 
their psychic researches. 

Mr. HAMMER. Did Madame Marcia tell you that she charged any 
fee or solicit you to go to her place~ How did you come to go 
there~ 

Miss MACKENBERG. Well, Madame Marcia challenged Mr. Houdini. 
We have gotten letters--a number of letters were sent to the news­
paper office from people complaining about Madame .Marcia, and 
he suggested that I investigate her to see whether there was any 
truth in the letters sent in, because the letters that came about 
Madame Marcia revealed a spiritualistic means in order to get up 
the astrological--

Mr. HAMMER (interposing). Did she give you any chart? 
Miss MACKENBERG. A chart? 
Mr. HAMMER. Yes. 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes; it was submitted yesterday. 
Mr. HAMMER. You submitted it~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is it filed with the committee? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I believe it is. 
Mr. HoumNr. Yes; I filed it . 

. Mr. HAMMER. Is this date of birth that you had indiCated on the 
map? Is your birth data on there~ 

Mr. REID. He wants to ask your age, but he is afraid to. 
Mr. HAMMER. No, no; I just asked if it was on the map. 
Miss MACKENBERG. There was a date of birth given; yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you give the correct date of birth to hed 
Miss MACKENBERG. I did not. 
Mr. HAMMER. She told you in her letter which she wrote you 

that you should give her the correct date of your birth and the hour 
of your birth as nearly as possible, and the place of birth, which 
is most essential Y She told you that before she topk your money, 
did she not? 

Miss MAcKENBERG. I never heard from Madame Marcia by any 
letter of any kind. 

Mr. HAMMER. Didn't she wr,ite this letter to you~ 
Miss MAcKENBERG. May I see it~ 
Mr. HAMMER. Did it not say in there--
Miss MACKENBERG (interposing). I got no letter from her. 
:Madame MARCIA. That is what I do send out in answer to the let-

ters that come to me. They ask how much it would cost for a written 
horoscope, and I d,id tell her that I needed the date and she volun­
tarily came in and gave me July 1, and the year I won't say, and 7 
a. m., Cincinnati, Ohio, and I asked her whether she was born at 
sun or standard time, and· she did not know. 

Mr. HAMMER. Did you ever study astrology? 
Miss MACKENBERG. I have read some upon it; yes. 
Mr. HAMMER. You can not do reading astrologically, can you? 
M,iss MACKENBERG. Judging from the reading--
Mr. HAMMER (interposing).· From the chart. 
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Miss Mack enberg. J udging from the reading that Madame

Marcia gave me, she did give me a spiritualistic reading, stating it

was an astrological reading.

Mr. H ammer. H ow do you k now which it was if you did not give

her your birth?

Miss Mack enberg. By the spirit messages she brought through.

Madame Marcia. May I j ust ask  a q uestion?

Mr. R eid. N o;  not now.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou told her that your main obj ect was to see what

you were best fitted for?

Miss Mack enberg. N o;  I said nothing at all.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou said that a while ago.

Miss Mack enberg. I j ust wanted to see whether the letters we re-

ceived had any truth in them.

Mr. H ammer. Did you mak e any complaint fa the police that you

thought you were defrauded?

Miss Mack enberg. Y ou mean, would I?

Mr. H ammer. Did you?

Miss Mack enberg. N o;  I did not.

Mr. H ammer. W ell, if you were defrauued, do you not think , if

you wanted to break  this matter up, that that would have been a

practical way to have done it instead of having all this publicity

about it?

Miss Mack enberg. The investigation was not made for the pur-

pose of publicity. I am an investigator for Mr. H oudini, he to tak e

whatever action he sees fit.

Mr. R eid. N ow, go ahead and tell us what happened in your own

way.

Miss Mack enberg. I phoned Madame Marcia at about 9.30 a. m.

Monday morning and made an appointment for 11 o' clock . Upon

arriving in the vicinity I observed a high-priced motor car, with a

liveried chauffeur seated at the wheel, bearing license plate N o.

Mr. Myers (interposing). Mr. C hairman

Mr. R eid. W e are going to give you a full hearing.

Y ou go ahead, Miss Mack enberg.

Miss Mack enberg. My appointment was for 11 a. m., and by

11.30 a. m. I had sent the maid up several times to inform;  her I

was still waiting. E vidently my tax i was observed by Madame

Marcia, and I distinctly heard Madame Marcia say to the maid to

tell me to dismiss the cab, as I would be at her home for more than

an hour.

A t about 11.30 a. m. two women left the house and I was ask ed to

go upstairs. Madame Marcia profusely apologized for k eeping me

waiting

Mr. H ammer (interposing). I do not think  it is necessary to tak e

down this testimony. I am certain every word of it is in the record

in a statement made heretofore by the witness.

Mr. H oudini. N o;  it was interrupted half a dozen times.

Mr. R eid. It will not do any harm to have it in the record twice,

but I insists that both sides have fair play. W e are trying to give

it here to-night, and as long as I am in the chair each side is going

to have an opportunity to mak e a fair presentation.

Miss Mack enberg. Madame Marcia profusely apologized for

k eeping me waiting, saying, " I have been crying;  I am so upset.
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Miss MACKENBERG. J ud~ing from the reading that Madame 
Marcia gave me, she did give me a spiritualistic reading, stat,ing it 
was an astrological reading. 

Mr. HAMMER. How do you know which it was if you d.id not give 
her your birth ~ 

Miss MACKENBERG. By the spirit messages she brought through. 
Madame MARCIA. May I just ask a question~ 
Mr. REID. No; not now. 
Mr. HAMMER. You told her that your main object was to see what 

you were best fitted for~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. No; I said nothing at all. 
Mr. HAMMER. You said that a wh,ile ago. 
Miss MACKENBERG. I just wanted to see whether the letters we re­

ceived had any truth in them. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you make any complaint t"' the police that you 

thought you were defrauded? 
Miss MACKENBERG. You mean, would I ~ 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. No; I did not. 
Mr. HAMMER. Well, i~ you were defrauued, do you not think, ,if 

you wanted to break this matter up, that that would have been a 
practical way to have done it instead of having all this publicity 
about it~ . 

Miss MACKENBERG. The invest,igation was not made for the pur­
pose of publicity. I am an investigator for Mr. Houdini, he to take 
whatever action he sees fit. 

Mr. REID. Now, go ahead and tell us what happened in your own 
way. · · 

:Miss MACKENBERG. I phoned Madame Marcia at about 9.30 a. m. 
Monday morning and made an appointment. for 11 o'clock. Upon 
arriving in the vicinity I observed a high-priced motor car, with a 
liveried chauffeur seated at the wheel, bearing license plate No.­
. Mr. MYERS (interposing). Mr. Chairman--

Mr. REID. We are going to give you a full hearing. 
You go ahead, Miss Mackenberg. 
Miss MACKENBERG .. My appointment was for 11 a. m., and by 

11.30 a. m. I had sent the maid up several times to inform~ her I 
was still waiting. Evidently my taxi was observed by Madame 
Marcia, and I distinctly heard Mada~e Marcia say to the maid to 
tell me to dismiss the cab, as I would be at her home for more than 
an hour. · · 

At about 11.30 a. m. two women left the house and I was asked to 
go upstairs. Madame Marcia profusely apologized for keeping me 
waiting--

Mr. HAMMER (interposing) . I do not think it is necessary to take 
down this testimony. I am certain every word of it is in the record 
in. a statement made heretofore by the witness. 

Mr. HouDINI. No; it was interrupted half a dozen times. 
Mr. REID. It will not do any harm to have it in the record twice, 

but I insists that both sides have fair play. We are trying to give 
it here to-night, and as long as I am in the chair each side is going 
to have an opportunity to make a fair presentation. 

Miss MACKENBERO. Madame Marcia profusely apologiz~d for 
.keeping me waiting, saying, "I have been crying; I am so upset. 

104123-26--10 
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H oudini is coming before, the S enate committee to-morrow to try

and put the C opeland-BJ oom bill over, and the mediums and

spiritualists k eep calling me up saying that I must j oin their church

for protection and I don' t want to j oin their church;  why should my

religion be dictated to me?  The spiritualists say that H oudini is

going to include the astrologers in this bill, but at his last visit here

he said that the astrologers do not come under this bill at all."

S he then went on to say that the two women who had j ust left were

doing very active work  in the S enate relative to the bill that H oudini

is trying to pass doing away with mediums, and that they have a

very large acq uaintance in the S enate. O ne of them invited her

for lunch for Tuesday.

S he then ex cused herself and called up C ongressman Bloom' s

office, and I heard Madame Marcia repeat what the girl at the other

end of the wrire had said to her, something to the effect that C on-

gressman Bloom had j ust stepped out and would return shortly.

S he said that she had spok en before the S enate a few week s ago

when H oudini was present and that they were on friendly terms.

Then she went on to say that she used to give spirit messages and

that up to a short time ago the N ational S piritualistic A ssociation

used to be her name as a spirit message bearer and that the halls

were always overcrowed;  in fact, that she pack ed them the same

as H oudini did when he played at the Belasco Theater, and the

night that H arding died she had a crowd that pushed the glass

through the doors of her house.

Mr. R eid. These are statements that Madame Marcia made to you?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  that she used to work  with a Mrs. Pep-

per, of N ew Y ork , about 20 years ago, and then came to W ashington

and opened up as an astrologer, stating that she went in for that

branch of the work , as there were so many spirit mediums here that

she went into the astrological branch of spiritualism, ex plaining this

by saying that spiritualism was j ust lik e the Government depart-

ments, all coming under the one head but each covering a different

branch of the service;  that a number of the S enators visit her, and

she has q uite a clientele;  that S unday night she attended a material-

izing seance given by the Unity S piritualist C hurch of the N ational

S piritualistic O rganization at the Playhouse, and a note was written

which was supposed to come from the spirits, and as she was about

to reach it she touched the supposed spirit hand and the hand with-

drew, but after the seance she walk ed to the cabinet and got posses-

sion of the note. S he showed it to me, but it was scrawled very

badly and the writing was illegible. S he ridiculed the idea of any

spirit writing a message.

The conversation continued along these lines for about one hour,

and I repeatedly said, " I will return;  you are too hysterical to do

any work  to-day."  A fter about an hour she started and took  a

chart and ask ed what month I was born in. Knowing her claims

for doing and predicting things, when she ask ed me for my birth

date, town, and the hour, I gave her the wrong date, as I did not wish

to give her any clues to my identity.

S he then took  a calendar bound in cloth covers, turned to the

year, and made ex tracts from it as per ex hibits. I ask ed her whether

she would give me the horoscope in writing, whereupon she said it
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Houdini is coming before the Senate committee to-morrow to try 
and put the Copeland-Bloom bill over, and the mediums and 
spiritualists keep calling me up saying that I must join their church 
for protection and I don't want to join their church; why should my 
religion be dictated to me~ The spiritualists say that Houdini is 
going to include the astrologers in this bill, but at his last visit here 
he said that the astrologers do not come under this bill at all." 

She then went on to say that the two women who had just left were 
doing very active work in the Senate relative to the bill that Houdini 
is trying to pass doing away with mediums, and that they have a 
very large acquaintance in the Senate. One of them invited her 
for lunch for Tuesdav. 

She then excused., herself and called up Congressman Bloom's 
office, and I heard Madame Marcia repeat wh.at the girl at the other 
end of the wire had said to her, something to the effect that Con­
gressman Bloom had just stepped out and would return shortly. 

She said that she had spoken before the Senate a few weeks ago 
when Houdini was present and that they were on friendly terms. 

Then she went on to say that she used to give spirit messages and 
that up to a short time ago the National Spiritualistic Association 
used to be her name as a spirit message bearer and that the halls 
were always overcrowed; in fact, that she packed them the same 
as Houdini did when he played at the Belasco TQ.eater, and the 
night that Harding died she had a crowd that pushed the glass 
through the doors of her house. 

Mr. REID. These are statements that Madame Marcia made to you~ 
Miss MAcKENBERG. Yes; that she used to work with a Mrs. Pep­

per, of New York, about 20 years ago, and then came to Washington 
and opened up as an astrologer, stating that she went in for that 
branch of the work, as there were so many spirit mediums here that 
she went into the astrological branch of spiritualism, explaining this 
by saying that spiritualism was just like the Government depart­
ments, all coming under the one head but each covering a different 
branch of the service; that a number of the S~nators visit her, and 
she has quite a clientele; that Sunday night she attended a material­
izing seance given by the Unity Spiritualist Church of the National 
Spiritualistic Organization at the Playhouse, and a note was written 
which was supposed to come from the spirits, and as she was about 
to reach it she touched the stl'l>posed spirit hand and the hand with­
drew, but after the seance she walked to the cabinet and got posses­
sion of the note. She showed it to me, but it was scrawled very 
badly and the writing was illegible. She ridiculed the idea of any 
spirit writing a message. 

The conversation continued along these lines for about one hour, 
and I repeatedly said, " I will return ; you are too hysterical to do 
any work to-day." After about an hour she started and took a 
chart and asked what month I was born in. Knowing her claims 
for doing and predicting things, when she asked me for my birth 
date, town, and the hour, I gave her the wrong date, as I did not wish 
to give her any clues to my identity. · 

She then took a ·calendar bound in cloth covers, turned to the 
year, and made extracts from it as per exhibits. I asked her whether 
She would give me the horoscope m writing, whereupon she said it 
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would cost $ 15, but said I could mak e notes of everything she told

me and handed me some paper upon which to mak e notes.

S he gave me nothing definite. S he told me I was psychic, had

strong occult forces, was sensitive, would die in the open for an hon-

orable cause;  that the moon said I would die before the public;  that

I would inherit some money;  that my father had passed out, but he

never did amount to much— and my father is still alive, happy, and

well;  that I had a pretty good temper;  that I was held back  by home

influence;  that the following year would be very luck y to me;  that

I ought to go into any business connected with food, such as a

restaurant, tea room, or lunch room;  that I was very psychic and

had strong forces about me.

S he then said, " N ow, as I go into this condition, I get the spirit

forces with me."  S he then commenced to breathe very heavily, tak -

ing deep breaths, closing her eyes, placing her hand over her body

up and down and around, saying, " I get a condition as though some

one had passed into a spirit through cancer;  I smell cancer."  A nd

then she sniffed as though actually smelling that odor, as one would

do who is actually in the room with a patient suffering with cancer.

S he went through the emotions as though she smelled cancer.

Mr. R eid. S he tried to intimate you had cancer?

Miss Mack ex berg. Y es, sir;  and sniffed as though smelling the

odor, as one would do with a patient. The influences came very

strong trying to tak e possession over me, and then she pretended

that the influences were coming over her, and then she moved to

shak e it off. S he then took  hold of her arm and said a spirit by the

name of J oseph comes there with a pain in his arm, and, oh, he

suffered so, and she ask ed me whether I recognized this spirit. S he

then went through the emotions very hard, as though her arm were

paralyzed.

That about concluded the reading.

A  sign near her desk  reads " $ 10;  phone calls, 10 cents."

H aving wisited over 300 mediums this season, her adroit methods

of obtaining information by using the horoscopic stuff and blaming

it on to her mediumistic condition impressed me as being a means of

obtaining information.

H er methods of getting information are so remark able that it

mak es one think  who is not initiated into the methods of mediums

that it is uncanny. S he would ask  you leading q uestions and appear

not to notice the answers throughout our talk  and general conver-

sation.

F rom what she told me, she simply draws on her imagination,

j udging from the way the caller is dressed. I wore a gray coat,

heavy shoes, and on ill-becoming hat and glasses, which concealed

my identity, and she j udged my position in life accordingly.

W ishing to get some evidence, I ask ed her for a copy of the chart

she had made out, and she took  a blank  chart, filled it out in pencil,

remark ing that she ought to use ink , as the pencil mark s would not

last long.

A t no time did she discover or suspect my identity, even though

she had seen me at the Belasco Theater on Monday night when

she was there and when I occupied the box  opposite her.

I purposely tried to bargain with her about the price of the

horoscope, but she was adamant and would not accept less than
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would cost $15, but said I could make notes qf everything she told 
·me and handed me some paper upon which to make notes. 

She gave me nothing definite. She told me I was psychic, had 
strong occult forces, was sensitive, would die in the open for an hon­
orable cause; that the moon said I would die before the public; that 
I would inherit some money; that my father had passed out, but he 
never did amount to much-and my father is still alive, happy, and 
well; that I had a pretty good temper; that I was held back by home 
influence; that the following year would be very lucky to me; that 
I ought to go into any business connected with food, such as a 
restaurant, tea room, or lunch room; that I was very psychic and 
had strong forces about me. 

She then said, "Now, as I go into this condition, I get the spirit 
forces with me." She then commenced to'breathe very heavily, tak· 
ing deep breaths, closing her eyes, placing her hand over her body 
up and down and around, saying," I get a condition as though some 
one had passed into a spirit through cancer; I smell cancer." And 
then she sniffed as though actually smelling that odor, as one would 
do who is actually in the room with a patient suffering with cancer. 
She went through the emotions as though she smelled cancer. 

Mr. REID. She tried to intimate you had cancer? 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes, sir; and sniffed as though smelling the 

odor, as one would do with a patient. The influences came very 
strong trying to take possession over me, and then she pretended 
that the influences were coming over her, and then she moved to 
shake it off. She then took hold of her arm and said a spirit by the 
name of Joseph comes there with a pain in his arm, and, oh, he 
suffered so, and she asked me whether I recognized this spirit. She 
then went through the emotions very hard, as though her arm were 
paralyzed. · 

That about concluded the reading. · 
A sign near her desk reads "$10; phone calls, 10 cents." 
Havmg wisited over 300 mediums this season, her adroit methods 

of obtaining information by using the horoscopic stuff and blaming 
it on to her mediumistic condition impressed me as being a means of 
obtaining information. · 

Her methods of getting information are so remarkable that it 
makes one think who is not initiated into the methods of mediums 
that it is uncanny. She would ask you leading questions and appear 
no~ to notice the answers throughout our talk and general conver­
sation. 

From what she told me, she simply draws on her imagination, 
judging from the way the caller is dressed. I wore a gray coat, 
heavy shoes, and on ill-becoming hat and glasses, which concealed 
my identity, and she judged my position in life accordingly. 

Wishing to get some evidence, I asked her for a copy of the chart 
she had made out, and she took a blank chart, filled it out in pencil, 
remarking that she ought to use ink, as the pencil marks would not 
last long. , · 

At no time did she discover or suspect my identity, even though 
- she had seen me at the Belasco· Theater on Monday night when 

she was there and when I occupied the box opposite.her. 
I purposely tried :to b&rgain with her about the price of the 

horoscope, but she was adamant and would not accept less than 
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$ 10, and she invited " me to return for additional information, saying

that there would be no ex tra charge for same.

A t no time, from her talk  or mannerisms did she in any way

indicate that she suspected me. The reason I bargained with her

was that in going around to these various mediums I had found

that some ask ed $ 500 and then would sell a luck y charm or the read-

ing for $ 5, even though they had already ask ed $ 500.

A ll told, I was with her one hour and three-q uarters and still she

wanted to talk . Before leaving I paid her in these bills and left.

Mr. R eid. W hat conclusions do you draw from your evidence

that is material to the bill before the committee?

Miss Mack enberg. That Madame Marcia goes into spiritualistic—

resorts to spiritualism, in order to give an astrological reading.

Mr. R eid. N ow, this bill is to prevent fraud. S uppose that you

were on the sq uare when you went in there;  how would you have

been defrauded in any way?

Miss Mack enberg. May I say that I have no particular interest

in the bill, neither one way nor the other. I merely went as an

investigator.

Mr. R eid. If you have investigated 300, your j udgment ought to

be very good. Y ou ought to tell this committee some very wonder-

ful things which would aid them in considering this bill, and I

would lik e to have you dissociate yourself from anything else ex cept

the facts. It is all right with me for you to be an investigator.

I think  it is a good work  to investigate and find things.

Mr. H oudini. Tell them about the degenerates you meet under

the guise of mediums— about the Pittsburgh man;  about how the

man tried to talk  to you.

Madame Marcia. I obj ect. Madame Marcia is under discussion

now.

Mr. R eid. H ave you -stated all you want in regard to Madame

Marcia?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. R eid. Give us your general notion why this bill should be

enacted.

Miss Mack enberg. In most of my investigations into the mediums

and those who pretend to bring back  the dead I have found, in talk -

ing to them, that they always ask  a number of leading q uestions and

pretend not to notice the answers you give them, and then immedi-

ately act upon the information you give them.

Mr. R eid. S o does most everybody else, do they not?

Miss Mack enberg. But they claim that the spirit gives it to them,

and they go into these various trances. They apparently talk  to the

spirit in the room, saying, " Y es, spirit, wait a minute and I will

tell them,"  and they mention a number of things, and now and then

they mak e a luck y guess.

In going to these various men mediums, during a considerable ex -

perience, they always want the women to come into a dark  room to

give you a trumpet seance, or else go into a trance, and they insist

on no one else going with you.

Mr. R eid. W hat has the trumpet to do with the dark  room?

Miss Mack enberg. They can not do it in the light. In order to

get the spirits back  they must have absolute dark ness, without any

interfering vibration.
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$10, and she invited me to return for additional information, saying 
that there would be no extra charge for same. 

At no time, from her talk or mannerisms did she in any way 
indicate that she suspected me. The reason I bargained with her 
was that in going around to these various mediums I had found 
that some asked $500 and then would sell a lucky charm or the read­
ing for $5, even though they had already asked $500. 

All told, I was with her one hour and three-quarters and still she 
wanted to talk. Before leaving I pa.id her in these bills and left. 

Mr. REID. What conclusions do you draw from your evidence 
that is material to the bill before the committee~ 

Miss MACKENBERG. That Madame Marcia goes into spiritualistic­
resorts to spirituali~, in order to give an astrological reading. 

Mr. REID. Now, this bill is to prevent fraud. Suppose that yQu 
were on the square when you went in there; how would you have 
been defrauded in any way~ ' 

Miss MACKENBERG. May I say that I have no particular interest 
in the bill, neither one way nor the other. I merely went as an 
investigator. 

Mr. REID. If you have investigated 300, your judgment ought to 
be very good. You ought to tell this committee some verY. wonder­
ful things which would aid them in considering this bill, and I 
would like to have you dissociate yourself from anything else except 
the fa.'cts. It is all right with me for you to be an mvestigator. 
I think it is a good work to investigate and find things. 

Mr. HouDINI. Tell them about the degenerates you meet under 
the guise of mediums-about the Pittsburgh man; about how th& 
man tried to talk to you. 

Madame MARCIA. ·1 object. Madame Marcia is under discussion 
now. 

Mr. REID. Have you ·stated all you want in regard to Madame 
Marcia1 

Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
Mr. REID. Give us your general notion why this bill should be 

enacted. 
Miss MACKENBERG. In most of my investigations into the mediums 

and those who pretend to bring back the dead I have found, in talk­
ing to them, that they always ask a number of leading questions and 
pretend not to notice the answers you give them, and then immedi­
ately act upon the information you give them. 

Mr. REID. So does most everybody else, do they not 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. But they claim that the spirit gives it to them, 

and they go into these various trances. They apparently t11lk to the 
spirit in the room, saying, " Yes, spirit, wait a minute and I will 
tell them," and they mention a number of things, and now and then 
they make a lucky guess. 

In going to these various men mediums, during a considerable ex­
perience, they always want the women to come into a dark room to 
give you a trumpet seance, or else go into a trance, and they insist 
on no one else going with you. 

Mr. REID. What has the trumpet to do with the dark room? 
Miss MACKENBERG. They can not do it in the light. In order to 

~et the spirits back they must have absolute darkness, without any 
~erfering vibration. 
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Mr. R eid. Did they ever attempt anything immoral with you?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es, they have. I have had considerable ex -

perience with that.

Mr. R eid. A nd from your investigation, have you found that other

women have been subj ected to the same ex perience?

Miss Mack enberg. V ery much so. In many towns we have re-

ported cases that I have investigated to the police, and they said that

they would have much better luck  with the mediums in town if the

women who had been insulted would have the nerve to tell what

had really tak en place to the police, but that the facts were that many

women would not want to be connected with what had happened.

They merely reported it, and in Pittsburgh there was

Mr. H oudini (interposing). H e is the head of a church.

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  he travels from city to city, giving lec-

tures, etc.

Mr. H oudini. I can tell you the name privately.

Mr. R eid. W e do not care about the name.

Mr. H oudini. H e is a colored man, and he gets white women in

there.

Miss Mack enberg. A nd he apparently went into this trance and

said that the spirit of my husband came to him and told him that in

order for me to be more successful I would have to go through a cer-

tain condition. O h, it was very terrible, too terrible to repeat. W e

turned the matter over to the police department, and' they said they

had been trying to get his particular man for 25 years;  that he has

been k nown to do this sort of thing, but that none of the women would

ever care to voice what he had suggested to them.

A nd then another man in H artford, in order to get a reading, said

that he would have to purify me. H e pretended to go into a trance

and he closed his eyes and tried to tak e advantage of seeing how far

he could go with a woman.

Mr. R eid. H as your ex perience taught you that it is

Miss Mack enberg (interposing). O ne more thing. J ust recently,

in C hicago, where we were last I went to one of the mediums there,

and he was one of the head ones— in fact, he was one of the shining

lights of the S piritualist C hurch, and while I was there he went

into a trance and he said, "  The spirit of your husband comes here,

and he tells me that you are going to get some money very shortly.

In fact, you have some money at the bank  at the present time."

I ask ed him how much I had, and he said, $ 1,800. H e continued.

" The spirit tells me he wants you to invest this money in some

stock ,"  and then he went on to say

Mr. H oudini (interposing). Give the names there, because the

man has been convicted.

Miss Mack enberg. The name of the medium was H . E . Park er,

and the stock  that he said the spirit wanted me to buy from him was

the W ilcox  Transportation C o.' s and he insisted that he have a

certified check  for $ 1,000 the following morning. W ell, we paid

$ 25, and in the meantime made an investigation to see whether the

stock  was any good. It later developed that the stock  was absolutely

worthless, and the police took  a hand in it and the man was arrested

and was tried and found guilty. This took  place about two week s

ago.
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Mr. REID. Did they ever attempt anything immoral wi~h you@ 
Miss MAcKENBERG. Yes, they have. I have had considerable ex­

perience with that. 
Mr. REID. And from your investigation, have you found that other 

women have been subjected to the same experience 1 
Miss MACKENBERG. Very much so. In many towns we h~ve re­

ported cases that I have investigated to the police, and they said that 
they would have much better luck with the mediums in town if the 
women who had been insulted would have the nerve to tell what 
had really taken place to the police, but that the facts were that many 
women would not want to be connected with what had happened. 
They merely reported it, and in Pittsburgh there was-

Mr. HouDINI (interposing). He is the head of a church. 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes; he travels from city to city, giving lec-

tures, etc. 
Mr. HounINi. I can tell you the name privately. 
Mr. REID. We do not care about the name. 
Mr. HouDINI. He is a colored man, and he gets white women in 

there. 
Miss MACKENRERG. And he apparently went into this trance and 

said that the spirit of my husband came to him and told him that in 
order for me to be more successful I would have to go through acer­
tain condition. Oh, it was very terrible, too terrible to repeat. We 
turned the matter over to the police department, and•they said they 
had been trying to get his particular man for 25 years; that he has 
been known to do this sort of thing, but that none of the women would 
ever care to voice what he had suggested to them. 

And then another man in Hartford, in order to get a reading, said 
that he would have to purify me. He pretended to go into a trance 
and he closed his eyes and tried to take advantage of seeing how far 
he could go with a woman. 

Mr. REID. Has your experience taught you that it is- , 
Miss MACKENBERG (interposing) . . One more thing. Just recently, 

in Chicago, where we were last I went to one of the mediums there, 
and he was one of the head ones--in fact, he was one of the shining 
lights of the SpiritualiSt Church, and while I was there he went 
into a trance and he said, " The spirit of your husband comes here, 
and he tells me that you are gc.>ing to get some money very shortly. 
In fact, you have some money at the bank at the present time." 

I asked him how much I had, and he said, $1,800. He continued. 
" The spirit tells me he wants you to invest this money in some 
stock," and then he went on to say-·-

Mr. HoumNr (interposing). Give the names there, because the 
man has been convicted. 

Miss MACKENBERG. The name of the medium was H. E. Parker, 
and the stock that he said the spirit wanted me to buy from him was 
the Wilcox Transportation Co.'s and he insisted that he have a 
certified check for $1,000 the following morning. Well, we paid 
$25, and in the meantime made an investigation to see whether the 
stock was any good. It later developed that the stock was absolutely 
worthless, and the police took a hand in it and the man was arrested 
and was tried and found guilty. This took place about two weeks 
ago. 
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In fact, in almost every city I have been to, of all the mediums I

have investigated, they all either resort to fraud, apparently under

a trance, and say the spirits throw flowers into your lap, or they

bring children back  and engage in these other matters I referred to,

and some of them have restored to some of the weirdest descriptions

in going into the readings. S ome bring back  the coffins and the

hospital operations, and, j udging from the appearance that I could

convey to them, the picture they would draw would fit the person I

was supposed to be.

Mr. R eid. The q uestion the committee would lik e to have the

answer to is, have your investigations disclosed that these conditions

always ex ist with spiritualists?  That is the point that is before this

committee.

Miss Mack enberg. I do not q uite understand your q uestion.

Mr. R eid. Y ou are stating the results of your investigation?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. R eid. W hat the committee would lik e to learn is whether

these ex periences always accompany the people that claim to be

spiritualists?

Miss Mack enberg. A lways. I have never found it to be different.

In fact, I would be glad to find a medium who would mak e a luck y

guess.

Mr. R eid. I am talk ing about these horrible conditions. I do not

care so much about their fooling them, but if they use spiritualism

as a cloak  to do these immoral things, of course that is a matter

that demands very prompt action, and I am ask ing you if you have

found that these things have always been associated with spiri-

tualists.

Miss Mack enberg. Y ou mean, when the conditions were such that

there were men spiritualists?

Mr. R eid. Y es.

Miss Mack enberg: Y es;  in all cases these men were spiritual-

ists and the head of churches: In fact, I can give you lots of names,

because we have them.

Mr. Gilbert. Y ou do not q uite catch what I think  the chairman

wants to k now and what I want to k now. Is the effort to lead yov

in such immorality associated with spiritualism?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es;  absolutely. They say that the spirit

of your husband cames back , and he comes to tell you to do whatever

they say they want you to do.

Mr. Gilbert. A nd that is the usual and accustomed practice

among them?

Miss Mack enberg. Y es.

Mr. H oudini. I would lik e to introduce my niece as a witness. •

Mr. R eid. W ait until we get through with this witness.

Mr. H oudini. A ll right.

Miss Mack enberg. I believe I am through.

S TA TE ME N T O F  MIS S  J UL IA  S A W Y E R

Mr. H oudini. My niece is my secretary. This little girl was

instrumental in helping me get evidence against the R ev. F rederick

W iggin, who is suing me for $ 100,000.
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In fact, in almost every city I have been to, of all the mediums I 
have investigated, they all either resort to fraud, apparently under 
a trance? and say the . spirits throw flowers into your lap, or they 
bring children back and engage in these other matters I referred to, 
and some of them have restored to some of the weirdest descriptions 
in going into the readings. Some bring back the coffins and the 
hospital operations, and, judging from the appearance that I could 
convey to them, the picture they would draw would fit the person I 
was supposed to be. 

Mr. REID. The question the committee would like to have the 
answer to is, have your investigations disclosed that these conditions 
always exist with spiritualists~ That is the point that is before this 
committee. 

Miss MAcKENBERG. I do not quite understand your question. 
Mr. REID. You are stating the results of your inve~tigation ~ 
Miss MACKENBERG. Yes. 
Mr. REID. What the committee would like to learn is whether 

these experiences always accompany the people that claim to be 
spiritualists? 

Miss MACKENBERG. Always. I have never found it to be di:tr~rent. 
In fact, I would be glad to find a. medium who would make a lucky 
guess. 

Mr. REID. I am talking about these horrible conditions. I do not 
care so much about their fooling them, but if they use spiritualism 
as a cloak to do these immoral things, of course that is a matter 
that demands very prompt action, and I am asking you if you have 
found that these things have always been associated with spiri­
tualists. 

Miss MACKENBERG. You mean, when the conditions were such that 
there were men spiritualists~ 

Mr. REID. Yes. 
Miss MACKENDERm Yes; in all cases these men were spiritual­

ists and the head of churches~· In fact, I .can give you lots of names, 
because we have them. ' ' · · 

Mr. GILBER'r. You ·do Iiot ·qµite catch' what I think the chairman 
wants to know and what I w~nt to Jmow. Is the · effort to lead yoP 
in such immorality associated with spiritualism~ · 

Miss MAcKENBERG. Yes; absolutely. They say that the spirit 
of your husband cames back, and he comes to tell you to do whatever 
they say they want you to·do. 

Mr. GILBERT. And that is the usual and accustomed practice 
among them~ 

Miss MACRENBERG. Yes. 
Mr. HouDINI. I would like to introduce my niece as a witness .• 
Mr. REID. Wait until we get through with this witness. 
Mr. HOUDINI. All right. 
Miss MACKEN BERG. I believe I am through. 

STATEMENT OF :MISS J'ULIA SAWYER 

Mr. HoumNI. My niece is my secretary. This little girl was 
instrumental in helping me get evidence against the Rev. Frederick 
Wiggin, who is suing me for $100,000. · 
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S he has helped me arrest Mrs. C ecil C ook , who has made, I should

j udge, half a million dollars with the trumpet work , and she helped

me get Pere Keeler, of W ashington, a man who has made a fortune.

Mr. R eid. In W ashington here?

Mr. H oudini. H e lives here now.

Mr. R eid. Y ou caught him?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir, she caught him.

Mr. R eid. Is there anybody else she caught?

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman, they think  she is a little girl, but

she is my private secretary and you can q uestion her about certain

things, and I believe you will agree with me that she does possess

some mentality.

Mr. R eid. S he look s pretty smart to me. Give us your name?

Mr. H oudini. Tell them

Mr. R eid (interposing). A re you going to run this?  Y ou are so

used to running your show, I k now.

Mr. H oudini. I apologize.

Miss S awyer. My name is J ulia S awyer.

Mr. R eid. H ow old are you?

Miss S awyer. Twenty-two years old.

Mr. R eid. A nd how long have you been a private secretary to

Mr. H oudini?

Miss S awyer. I have been work ing for Mr. H oudini, starting as

stenographer, since I was 16 years old.

Mr. R eid. I suppose you have always been his niece, so we will

not ask  you about that.

N ow, what ex perience have you had in the investigation of

S piritualists?

Miss S awyer. W ell, I have gone to Mr. W iggin, and he gave

me messages from, he said, my mother.

Mr. R eid. J ust a minute— so that the committee may understand;

who is Mr. W iggin?

Miss S awyer. Mr. W iggin is the pastor

Mrs. E velyn Gurly Kane. I want to speak  on behalf of Doctor

W iggin whom I heard preach in the N ew E ngland C onservatory

of Music of Boston, and I have nothing to say but this. That

R everend Doctor W iggin is a christian, a minister, and that Doctor

W iggin' s daughter died after this man made charges against Doc-

tor W iggin. Mr. H oudini was at the Belasco Theater in J anuary,

1926, and Doctor W iggin' s daughter died in J anuary, 1926;  while

Mr. H oudini was abusing her father at the Belasco here in W ash-

ington. R everend Doctor W iggin was in mourning for the loss of

his daughter and unable to be here to defend himself,

I want to say that Doctor W iggin is the man who was a Baptist

minister in the city of Boston, and you may if you wish look  up his

record. H e is a graduate of a theological seminary and has the

degree of doctor of divinity. H is daughter performed great service

for the United S tates during the W orld W ar.

I want you to invite Doctor W iggin here. H is name is R ev.

F rederick  A . W iggin.

Mr. R eid. Tell us who Doctor W iggin claimed to be.

Miss S awyer. R everend W iggin is a pastor of a church in Boston.

I went to R everend W iggin, made an appointment about two week s
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She has helped me arrest Mrs. Cecil Cook, who has made I should 
judge, half a million dollars with the trumpet work, and sbe helped 
me get Pere Keeler, of Washington, a man who·has made a fortune. 

Mr. REID. In Washington here¥ 
Mr. HouDINI. He lives here now. 
Mr. REID. You caught him¥ 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir, she caught him. 
Mr. REID. Is there anybody else she cauaht W 

Mr. HouDINI. Mr. Chairman, they thi~ she is a little girl, but 
she is my private secretary and you can question her about certain 
things, and I believe you will agree with me that she does possess 
some mentality. 

Mr. REID. She looks pretty smart to me. Give us your name~ 
Mr. HounINI. Tell them--
Mr. REID (interposing). Are you going to run this~ You are so · 

used to running your show, I know. 
Mr. HoumNI. I apologize. 
Miss SAWYER. My name is Julia Sawyer. 
Mr. REID. How old are you~ 
Miss SA WYER. Twenty-two years old. 
Mr. REID. And how long have you been a private secretary to 

Mr. Houdini~ 
Miss SAWYER. I have been working for Mr. Houdini, starting as 

stenographer, since I was 16 years old. 
Mr. REID. I suppose you have always been his niece, so we will 

not ask you about that. 
Now, what experience have you had in the investigation of 

Spiritualists~ 
Miss SAWYER. Well, I have gone to Mr. Wiggin, and he gave 

me messages from, he said, my mother. · · 
Mr. REm. Just a minute-so that the committee may understand; 

who is Mr. Wiggin~ . ' 
Miss SAWYER. Mr. Wiggin is the pastor-.- ·: · · 
Mrs. EvELYN GuRLY KANE. I want to. speak on· behalf of Doctor 

Wiggin whom I heard preach. in the New ·England Conservatory 
of Music of Boston, and I have nothing to say but this. That 
Reverend Doctor Wiggin is a christian, a minister, and that Doctor 
Wig.gin's daughter died after this man made charges against Doc­
tor Wiggin. Mr. Houdini was at the Belasco Theater in January, 
1926, and Doctor Wig.gin's daughter died in January, 1926; while 
Mr. Houdini .was abusmg her father at the Belasco here in Wash­
ington. Reverend Doctor Wiggin was in mourning for the loss of 
his daughter and unable to be here to defend himself, · · 

r want to say that Doctor Wiggin is the man who was a Baptist 
minister in the city of Boston, and you may if you wish look up his 
record. He is a graduate of a theological seminary and has the 
degree of doctor of divinity. His daughter performed great service 
for the United States during the World War. 

I want you to invite Doctor Wiggin here. His name is Rev. 
Frederick A. Wiggin. · 

Mr. REID. Tell us who Doctor Wiggin claimed to be. 
Miss SA WYER. Reverend Wiggin is a pastor of a church in Boston. 

I went to Reverend Wiggin, made an appointment about two weeb 
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ahead of time, and when I came there his wife told me to write a

number of q uestions.

Mr. R eid. W hat did you want an appointment for?

Miss S awyer. To get a spirit reading.

Mr. R eid. Did he claim to be a spiritualist?

Miss S awyer. H e claimed to read sealed messages and get an-

swers from the spirits. H e has been a pastor in Boston for 27 years.

Mr. R eid. Did he advertise himself as a medium or a spiritualist?

H ow did you happen to k now he was there?

Miss S awyer. W e went to his church, at his church services.

Mr. R eid. W as it a Baptist church?

Miss S awyer. N o;  a spiritualist church.

Mr. R eid. H e claimed it to be a spiritualist church?

Miss S awyer. Y es, sir. H is wife told me to write as many q ues-

tions as I wished and Doctor W iggin would answer them, that the

spirits would give him the answers. I wrote three q uestions, and

Doctor W iggin tak es them in his hand, and he wears glasses, but the

glasses have black  cloth over them, so he can not see through them,

so he says, but he can look  underneath because I saw his eyes from

time to time glance at the paper. H e sits facing his window, with the

paper up in his hands this way [ indicating] , and as he look s under

the glasses he unfolds the papers and reads the q uestions. I could

see from where I sat these q uestions, the words written back wards,

which showed that the written q uestions were toward him so he could

read them.

H e read them and only answered things that were told in the q ues-

tion. F or ex ample, I said, " Get a message for me from a woman

who died two years ago."  H e said he saw the name of Mary S aw-

yer. This name was written on the paper, and he said that he saw

something about two years ago, and a little later, when he finished

reading it, he said, "  S he passed on two years ago,"  and do I k now

what that means?  I said, " Y es, but Mary S awyer is my mother,

that she is living, and if the spirits could read the q uestions they

surely could tell Doctor W iggin that she was alive and not dead."

W ell, everything that W iggin told me was absolutely incorrect.

Then a Mrs. C ook — I went there with my mother Mr. R eid

(interposing). Is that all about Mr. W iggin?

Miss S awyer. That is about all.

Mr. R eid. H ow did you catch him?

Miss S awyer. I saw how he read the q uestions.

Mr. R eid. Did he admit that you caught him?

Miss S awyer. N o, sir, but I saw the way he was reading the q ues-

tions, and he only answered what was written on the paper and every-

think  was incorrect.

Mr. R eid. A nd it is your conclusion, then, that he did not have any

spiritualistic powers?

Miss S awyer. Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. That it is j ust q uack ery. W ere you close to him?

Miss S awyer. I was close to him. Doctor W iggin sat at the desk ,

and I sat facing him in another chair near by.

Mr. H otj dini. W hen we rehearsed the q uestions, I showed you ex -

actly what was going to tak e place. Did he do it ex actly as I

taught you?
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ahead of time, and when I came there his wife told me to write a 
number of questions. 

Mr. REID .. What did you want an appointment for¥ 
Miss SAWYER. To get a spirit reading. 
Mr. REID. Did he claim to be a spiritualisH 
Miss SAWYER. He claimed to read sealed messages and get an­

swers from the spirits. He has been a pastor in Boston for 27 years. 
Mr. REID. Did he advertise himself as a medium or a spiritualist¥ 

How did you happen to know he was there .Y 
Miss SAWYER. We went to his church, at his church services. 
Mr. REID. Was it a Baptist church Y 
Miss SAWYER. No; a spiritualist church. 
Mr. REID. He claimed it to be a spiritualist church Y 
Miss SAWYER. Yes, sir. His wife told me to write as many ques-

. tions as I wished and Doctor Wiggin would answer them, that the 
spirits would give him the answers. I wrote three questions, and 
Doctor Wiggin takes them in his hand, and he wears glasses, but the 
glasses have black cloth over them, so he can not see through them, 
so he says, but he can look underneath because I saw his eyes from 
time to time glance at the paper. He sits facing his window, with the 
paper up in his hands this way [indicating], and as he looks under 
the glasses he unfolds the papers and reads the questions. I could 
see from where I sat these questions, the words written backwards, 
which showed that the written questions were toward him so he could 
read them. 

He read them and only answered things that were told in the ques­
tion. For example, I said, "Get a message for me from a woman 
who died two years ago.~' He said he saw the name of Mary Saw­
yer. This name was written on the pa.per, and he said that he saw 
something about two years ago, and a little later, when he finished 
t"eading it, he said, " She/assed on two years ago," and do I know 
what that means Y I sai , " Yes, but Mary Sa.wyer is my mother, 
that she is living, and if the spirits could read the questions they 
surely could tell Doctor Wiggin that she was alive and not dead." 

Well, everything that Wiggin told me was absolutely incorrect. 
Then a Mrs. Cook-I went there with my mother--Mr. Reid 

(interposing). Is that all about Mr. Wiggin~ 
Miss· SA WYER. That is about all. 
Mr. REID. How did you catch him¥ 
Miss SAWYER. I saw how he read the que.stions. 
Mr. REm. Did he admit that you caught him~ . 
Miss SAWYER. No, sir, but I saw the way he was reading the ques­

tions, and he only answered what was written on the paper and every­
think was incorrect. 

Mr. REID. And it is your conclusion, then, that he did not have any 
spiritualistic powers Y . 

Miss SAWYER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REID. That it is just quackery. Were you close to him¥ 
Miss SA WYER. I was close to him. Doctor Wiggin sat at the desk, 

and I sat facing him in another chair near by. · 
l\fr. HoumNr. When we rehearsed the questions, I showed you ex­

actly what was going to take place. Did he do it exactly as I 
taught you¥ 
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Miss S awyer. Y es, sir.

Mr. .H oudini. E very one was alive referred to in every q uestion

you ask ed?

Miss S awyer. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. H ow much did he charge you?

Miss S awyer. $ 3.

W e went to Mrs. C ook , and I ask ed her if I could bring my uncle

the nex t week . S he said yes;  and the nex t week  we came with Mr.

H oudini and he took  a seat right across from her an then she brought

the spirit of some one she said was his son, named A lfred, and Mr.

H oudini never had any children. H e flashed a flashlight on her and

we saw her there with the trumpet to her lips. This has been testi-

fied to in court by a number of witnesses, and she was fined $ 100.

Mr. H oudini. W ere the spirits supposed to talk ,,or was the medium

supposd to lift the trumpet?

Miss S awyer. The medium is not supposed to touch the trumpet.

The spirits are supposed to speak  through the trumpet.

Mr. H oudini. H ow much did Pere Keeler charge you for a seance?

Mr. R eid. A re you through with this other one?  Is this still

another one?

Miss S awyer. This is Keeler.

Mr. R eid. This is the W ashington one?

Miss S awyer. W e went to see him at L illydale, N . Y . H e charged

$ 3 for his sitting, and he gets messages on slates. That is, you write

a number of q uestions and the spirits write the answers on the

slates, but I saw j ust how— Mr. Keeler did not think ;  he thought I

was a little girl, and he did not pretend at all as to how he did his

slate trick , and I caught onto his methods. •

Mr. R eid. Y ou k new what the methods were, anyhow?

Miss S awyer. Y es;  Mr. H oudini said how he would do it.

Mr. H oudini. Did he get messages from a sister you never had?

Miss S awyer. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. A nd from a lot of people living?

Miss S awyer. F rom a mother and from a sister and a brother,

and I never had a sister, and my brother and mother were alive.

Mr. H oudini. Tell the message that he gave you.

Miss S awyer. The message read:

Dear mother and dear sister, daddy is well. H e bought me a new pair of

sk ates. W e have lots of fun.

Y our best daughter and sister,

E velyn.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou never had a sister?

Miss S awyer. N o.

Mr. R eid. W hen you got through, did you tell him that you had

found him out?

Miss S awyer. Mr. Keeler came outside with us and met Mr.

H oudini, and Mr. H oudini told him that both the girls, meaning

Miss Mack enberg and I, had had seances with him, and Mr. H oudini

told Mr. Keeler that both the girls had caught him and he admitted

that he was doing this by trick ery and there was nothing he could

show Mr. H oudini, because they were both in the same line of

business.

Mr. H oudini. Did he admit that he was a fraud?
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Miss SA WYER. Yes, sir. · 
Mr .. HOUDINI. Every one was alive referred to in every question 

you asked~ 
Miss SAWYER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HouDINI. How much did he charge you 9 
Miss SA WYER. $3. 
We went to Mrs. Cook, and I asked her if I could bring my uncle 

the next week. She said yes; and the next week we came with Mr. 
Houdini and he took a seat ri~ht across from her an then she brought 
the spirit of some one she said was his son, named Alfred, and Mr. 
Houdini never had any children. He flashed a flashlight on her and 
we saw her there with the trumpet to her lips. This has been testi­
fied to in court by a number of witnesses, and she was fined $100. 

Mr. HoumNI. Were the spirits supposed to talk,,or was the medium 
supposd to lift the trumpet 1 

Miss SA WYER. The medium is not supposed to touch the trumpet. 
The spirits are supposed to speak through the trumpet. 

Mr. HouDINI. How much did Pere Keeler charge you for a seance? 
Mr. REID. Are you through with this other one·~ Is this still 

another one 1 
Miss SA WYER. This is Keeler. 
Mr. REID. This is the Washington one¥ 
Miss SAWYER. We went to see him at Lillydale, N. Y. He charged 

$3 for his sitting, and he gets messages on slates. That is, you write 
a number of questions and the spirits write the answers on the 
slates, but I saw just how-Mr. Keeler did not think; he thought I 
was a little girl, and he did not pretend at all as to how he did his 
slate trick, and I caught onto his methods. • 

Mr. REID. You knew what the methods were, anyhow¥ 
Miss SA WYER. Yes; Mr. Houdini said how he would do it. 
Mr. HoUDINI. Did he get messages from a sister you never had¥ 
Miss SA WYER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HOUDINI. And from a lot of people livin~¥ 
Miss SA WYER. From a mother and from a sister and a brother, 

and I never had a sister, and my brother and mother were alive. 
Mr. HoUDINI. Tell the message that he gave you. 
Miss SA WYER. The message read : 
Dear mother and dear sister, daddy ls well. He bought me a new pair of 

skates. We have lots of fun. 
Your best daughter and sister, 

Mr. HoumNI. You never had a sister¥ 
Miss SA WYER. No. 

EvELYN. 

Mr. RF.J:D. When you got through, did you tell him that you had 
found him out 9 

Miss SAWYER. Mr. Keeler came outside with us and met Mr. 
Houdini, and Mr. Houdini told him that both the girls, meaning 
Miss Mackenberg and I, had had seances with him, and Mr. Houdini 
told Mr. Keeler that both the girls had caught him and he admitted 
that he was doin~ this by trickery and thEU'e was nothing he could 
show Mr. Houdmi, because they were both in the same line of 
business. 

Mr. HOUDINI. Did he admit that he was a fraud Y 
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Miss S awyer. Y es, sir.

Mr. H oudini. W hat did he ask  of me, at the gate at L illydale?

Miss S awyer. H e ask ed you to let him down easy, to tak e back

the money.

Mr. R eid. Did he tak e it?

Mr. H oudini. N o. They always say, " Tak e back  your money,"

and they never do.

Mr. R eid. Is there anything further now?  A re there any q ues-

tions by members of the committee?

(N o response.)

Mr. R eid. I think  that is all. W e are very much obliged to you.

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman, regarding property, the headq uar-

ters of the N ational S piritualists'  A ssociation were donated by a

man named by Thomas J . Mayer here in town. I have been trying

to look  up how it came about, and that [ throwing document on

table]  is how they get all their property. That man passed away 12

or 15 years ago. I tried to find some of his associates in order to find

how they get their property willed to them. This was deeded before

he died, j ust the same as " Bright E yes"

Mr. R eid. Y ou have not any obj ection to people getting property

if they can?

Mr. H oudini. N o, not if

Doctor S track  (interposing). I obj ect to our properties being

brought into this controversy on this bill.

Mr. R eid. W hat are your properties?

Doctor S track . Mr. Mayer was our treasurer for 15 years, and

Mr. Mayer was a moneyed man of the city of W ashington and he

voluntarily gave us \ hat property as our headq uarters. N o. 600

Pennsylvania A venue is to be used for our national offices as long

as the association can use those q uarters.

Mr. R eid. W hat are you obj ecting for?  That is a boost for you.

Doctor S track . I am replying to that man who is attempting to

insinuate that mediums persuaded Mr. Mayer to give us that prop-

erty. N ow, for the information of that man

Mr. H oudini (interposing). They do it all the time.

Doctor S track  (continuing). A nd for the information of the com-

mittee, I want to say this, that N o. 602 Pennsylvania A venue and N o.

300 and N o. 302 S ix th S treet S E ., are endowments for the benefit

of old people. The rents coming in from those three properties

go out again to help people. O ne woman up in Maine has been bed-

ridden for 20 years, and she is on our pension list and we are giving

her money. W e have men and women in eighties that we are assist-

ing with the money coming from those rents.

Is it a crime for us to be charitable?

Mr. R eid. I say, this is a boost for you. Y o' u do not seem to think

it is.

Doctor S track . It seems that when any one wills property to the

spiritualists, he is crazy, but other people can will to their denomi-

nations and it is acceptable.

Mr. H oudini. S arah W inslow spent $ 500,000 in a house in Y ose,

and you k now it. The mediums told her to build a room for every

day and that she would never die.
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Miss Sa WYER. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HouDINI. What did he ask of me, at the gate at Lillydale ~ 
Miss SA WYER. He asked yo'u to let him down easy, to take back 

the money. · · 
Mr. REID. Did he take it~ 
Mr. HounINI. No. They always say, "Take back your money," 

and they never do. 
Mr. REID. Is there anything further now~ Are there any ques-

tions by members of the committee~ 
(No response.) 
Mr. REID. I think that is all. We are very much obliged to you. 
Mr. HouDINI. Mr. Chairman, regardin~ property, the headquar-

ters of the National Spiritualists' Association were donated by a 
man named by Thomas J. Mayer here in town. I have been trying 
to look up how it came about, and that [throwing document on 
table] is how they get all their property. That man passed away 12 
or 15 years ago. I tried to find some of his associates in order to find 
how they get their propertl willed to them. This was deeded before 
he died, just the same as ' Bright Eyes"--

Mr. REID. You have not any objection to people getting property 
if they can~ 

Mr. HouDINl. No, not if- . 
Doctor STRACK (interposing). I object to our properties being 

brought into this controversy on this bill. 
Mr. REID. What are your properties~ 
Doctor STRACK. Mr. Mayer was dur treasurer for 15 years, and 

Mr. Mayer was a moneyed man of the city of Washington and he 
vol'untarily gave us ihat property as our headquarters. No. 600 
Pennsylvania Avenue is to be used for our national offices as long 
as the association can use those quarters. 

Mr. REID. What are you objecting fod That is a boost for you. 
Doctor STRACK. I am replying to that man who is attempting to 

insinuate that mediums persuaded Mr. Mayer to give us that prop­
erty.· Now, for the information of that man--
. Mr. HoumNI (interposing). They' do it all the time. 

Doctor STRACK (continuing). And for the information of the com­
mittee, I want to say this, that No. 602 Pennsylvania Avenue and No. 
300 and No. 302 Sixth Street SE., are endowments for the benefit 
of old people. The rents coming in from those three properties 
go out again to help people. One woman up in Maine has been bed­
ridden for 20 years, and she is on our pension list and we are giving 
her money. We have men and women in eighties that we are assist-
ing with the money coming from those rents. · 

Is it a crime for us to be charitable~ 
Mr. REID. I say, this is a boost for you. Yo'u do not seem to think 

it is. 
Doctor STRACK. It seems that when any one wills property to the 

spiritualists, he is crazy, but other people can will to their denomi-
nations and it is acceptable. · 

Mr. HouDINI. Sarah Winslow spent $500,000 in a house in Y ose, 
and you know it. The mediums told her to build a room for every 
day and that she would never die. 
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S TA TE ME N T O F  S . S C H A R BA U

Mr. S charbau. My name is S charbau. I do not k now whether

it is appropriate for me to speak  or not, because I am an enlisted

man, and I am a member of the Marine Band and all these ladies

and gentlemen k now me and I j ust want to tell you something about

spiritualism and what it means to me. W e have heard so much

about it that is contrary to the fact that you probably would lik e

to hear something that is the fact.

S piritualism has done everything for me and my wife. F irst of

all, I did not k now that my wife was a medium— neither will you

k now when you become a medium, because that thing develops itself.

Mediumship is j ust lik e a talent for music;  it is the same as a

talent for any art, for painting. W e all would play music if we

would not have to practice so.

My wife was born in Germany, and she did not study very much

E nglish, but under influence she has written wonderful stories, and

these stories were C atholic stories and were printed in C atholic

magazines. N ow, you k now that C atholic magazines are not tempted

to accept any sort of a story, especially when it is a yearly magazine.

I can prove this to you by showing them to you, which I have on

hand, and I k now that these writings have been coming to her

through spirit influence. I can show you messages that I have at

home, and all these messages are wonderful.

Mr. R eid. I did not get who you were talk ing about. Did your

wife get some messages?

Mr. S charbau. Y es, sir.

Mr. R eid. W here are they?

Mr. S charbau. I did not bring them up.

Mr. R eid. W hat are they about?

Mr. S charbau. E verything concerning life and the lives of men.

Mr. R eid. W here did she get them from?

Mr. S charbau. S he gets the messages in a spiritual way, of course.

Mr. R eid. H ow do they come— by W estern Union?

Mr. S charbau. Mr. C hairman, if she could ex plain to you how

she gets them, it would be very easy.

Mr. R eid. Is she here?

Mr. S charbau. N o;  she is not.

Mr. R eid. W e would be glad to have her talk .

Mr. S charbau. S he is sick . S he is not a paid medium. S he is

j ust a private person that gets these things, and she has written

stories.

Mr. R eid. S he has written stories about what she has received?

Mr. S charbau. The idea is that S piritualists do not only get

things lik e, " F ather is well and mother is well,"  but they do'  get

other things worth while.

Mr. R eid. W hat are they?

Mr. S charbau. F irst of all, she has written some stories.

Mr. R eid. F or a C atholic magazine?

Mr. S charbau. O ne for a C atholic magazine and some for other

papers. They have been printed in various papers. O f course

it is good, because you must tak e into consideration that this woman

does not speak  very good E nglish. S he had to pick  it up. S he
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STATEllElfT OF S. SCHARBAU 

Mr. ScHARBAU. My name is Scharbau. I do not know whether 
it is appropriate for me to speak or not, because I am an enlisted 
man, and I am a member ·of the Marine Band and all these ladies 
and gentlemen know me and I just want to tell you something about 
spiritualism and what it means to me. We have heard so much 
about it that is contrary to the fact that you probably would like 
to hear something that is the bet . 

. Spiritualism has done everything for me and my wife. First of 
all, I did not know that my wife was a medium-neither will you 
know when you become a medium, because that thing develops itself . 

. Mediumship is just like a talent for music; it is the same as a 
talent for any art, for painting. 'Ve all would play music if we 
would not have to practice so. 

My wife was born in Germany, and she did not study very much 
English, but under influence she has written wonderful stories, and 
these stories were Catholic stories and were printed in Catholic 
magazines. Now, you know that Catholic magazines are not tempted 
to accept any sort of a story, especially when it is a yearly magazine. 
I can prove this to you by showing them to you, which I have on 
hand, and I know that these writings have been coming to her 
through spirit influence. I can show you messages that I have at 
home, and all these messages are wonderful. · 

Mr. REID. I did not get who you were talking about. Did your 
wife get some messages 1 

Mr.· ScHARBA u. Yes, sir. 
Mr. REID. Where are they~ 
Mr. ScH.ARBAU. I did not bring them up. 
Mr. REID. What are they about? 
Mr. ScHARBAU. Everything concerning life and the lives of men. 
Mr. REID. Where did she get them from~ 
Mr. ScHARBAU. She gets the messages in a spiritual way, of course .. 
Mr. REID. How do they come-by Western Union? 
Mr. ScHARBAU. Mr. Chairman, if she could explain to you how 

she gets them, it would be very easy. 
Mr. REID. Is she here~ 
Mr. ScH.ARB.AU. No; she is not. 
Mr.'REID. We would be ~lad to ha·ve her talk. 
Mr. ScHARBAU. She is sick. She is not a paid medium. She is 

just a private person that gets these things, and she has written 
stories. 

Mr. REID. She has written stories about what she has received~ 
Mr. ScHARBAU. The idea is that Spiritualists do not only get 

things like, "Father is well and mother is well," but they do0 get 
other things worth· while. 

Mr. REID. What are they~ 
Mr. ScHARBAU. First of all, she has written some stories. 
Mr. REID. For a Catholic magazine? 
Mr. ScHARBAU. One for a Catholic magazine and some for other 

papers. They have been printed in various papers. Of course 
it is good, because you must take into consideration that this woman 
does not speak very good English. She had to pick it up. She 
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came from Germany. S he wrote the stories and they were accepted,

and I can show you the paper. My wife' s story is called " F aith"

and was published by the official organ of the diocese of L os A ngeles,

the Tidings, in 1923. I can tell you ex actly what the story is, but

I k now it would tak e entirely too long.

Then I can tell you also about my music, that I have written a

number of compositions to the surprise of my teachers. I am going

to receive my doctor' s degree nex t month on the 25th at the W ash-

ington C ollege of Music, but at the same time, when I developed

my music, I k now that I had a great deal of help.

I wrote some q uestions to Mr. H oudini when he was at the theater,

and he failed to answer them. O ne of the q uestions was, W hat is

inspiration?  A nd I doubt to-day that Mr. H oudini could tell me

what inspiration is. N o man can tell what inspiration is.

Inspiration to me is something that is divine, and not everybody

gets it and not everybody possesses it. W e can mak e ourselves posi-

tive and negative. If you want to write a composition or anything

that is beautiful, you will mak e yourself either negative or positive,

or whatever it may be— I do not k now, but you put yourself into

a receptive mood.

In this receptive state you will be able to write. I have been sit-

ting days, days and days without being able to get one note down in

melody, and all of a sudden it comes to you, j ust lik e a flash of

lightning out of a clear sk y.

Mr. H oudini could not answer what inspiration is. Mr. H oudini

could not answer what a crisis is. People are sick  and are lying

in the hospital, and the doctor tells you that there is a crisis or

that the crisis has passed over. Those people do not believe that

angels could come from above and teach you. They could not tell

you that a divine being could teach you, could help you out of this

crisis.

S piritualism is a religion of faith. F irst of all, it does not teach

you that everybody can wash away their sins. The principal of

spiritualism is, " A s a man soweth, so shall he also reap."  [ A p-

plause.]

That is the principal thing, and, remember, you can not wash

away your sins, and you k now that every action you tak e is reflected

back  upon yourself.

That is what I have been taught.

Mr. R eid. L et me ask  you a q uestion. Y ou say that spiritualists

do not wash away their sins.

Mr. S charbau. I say that spiritualists are responsible

Mr. R eid (interposing). Y ou may be a spiritualist and still k eep

your sins?

Mr. S cH A R BA tr. They do not k eep their sins;  they are held away

from mak ing any sins. They are told, in the first place, that as a

man soweth he shall reap.

Mr. R eid. I want to k now whether it is different from the Metho-

dist religion.

Mr. S charbau. The Bible is substantiating spiritualism from its

first page to the end. I can read the Bible and find more prophecy

and spiritual truth in the Bible than anywhere.

Mr. R eid. E verybody concedes that, but what has that to do

with the bill before us?
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came from Germany. She wrote the stories and they were acceJ?ted 
and I can show you the paper. My wife's story is called "Faith ,l 
and was published by the official organ of the diocese of Los Angeles, 
the Tidings, in 1923. I can tell you exactly what the story is, but 
I know it would take entirely too long. · 

Then I can tell you also about my music, that I have written a 
number of compositions to the surprise of my teachers. I am going 
to receive my doctor's degree next month on the 25th at the Wash­
jngton College of Music, but at the same time, when I developed 
my music, I know tha.t I had a great deal of help. . 

I wrote some questions to Mr. Houdini when he was at the theater, 
and he failed to answer them. One of the questions was, What is 
inspiration~ And I doubt w-day that Mr. Houdini could tell me 
what inspiration is. No man can tell what inspiration is. 

Inspiration to me is something that is divine, and not everybody 
gets it and not everybody possesses it. '\'Ve can make ourselves posi­
tive and negative. If you want to write a composition or anything 
that is beautiful, you will ma.ke yourself either negative or positive, 
or whatever it may be-I do not know, but you put yourself into 
a receptive mood. 

In this receptive state you will be able to write. I have been sit­
ting days, days and days without being able to get one note down in 
melody, and all of a sudden it comes to you, .just like a flash of 
lightmng out of a clear sky. 

Mr. Houdini could not answer what inspiration is. Mr. Houdini 
could .not answer what a crisis is. People are sick and are lying 
in the hospital, and the doctor tells you that there is a crisis or 
that the crisis has passed over. Those people do not believe that 
9,ngels could come from above and teach you. They could not tell 
you that a divine being could teach you, could help you out of this 
crisis. · 

Spiritualism is a religion of faith. First of all, it does not teach 
you that everybody can wash a.way their sins. The principal of 
spiritualism is, "As a man soweth, so shall he also reap." [Ap­
plause.] 

That is the principal thing, and, remember, you can not wash 
away your sins, and you know that every action you take is reflected 
back upon yourself. 

'!'hat is what I have been taught. 
Mr. REID. Let me ask you a question. You say that spiritualists 

do not wash away their sins. 
Mr. ScHARBAu. I say that spiritualists are responsible--
Mr. REID (interposing). You may be a spiritualist and still keep 

your sins~ . 
Mr. ScHARBAU. They do not keep their sins; they are held away 

from ma.king any sins. They are told, in the first place, that as a 
man soweth he shall reap. 

Mr. REID. I want to know whether it is different from the Metho­
dist religion. 

Mr. ScHARBAU. The Bible is substantiating spiritualism from its 
first page to the end. I can read the Bible and find more prophecy 
and spiritual truth in the Bible than anywhere. 

Mr. REID. Everybody concedes that, but what has that to do 
with the bill before us'? 
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Mr. S charbau. There are also many private mediums in this city

and in other cities which Mr. H oudini comes in contact with and

that Mr. H oudini tells us about, but I could tell you to-day that

I was going to build you a beautiful church if you see that we get

a charter. I do not k now whether H oudini does those things, but

under such pretenses I could get a charter, too. I could produce

writing by trick ery— for instance, onion j uice, and writing it on a

piece of paper and rubbing it in my hands;  I k now that would pro-

duce writing, but that would not be spirit writing. There is the

genuine and those that are not.

I can also produce slate writing by having some sort of chemical

and rubbing it over the slate, the same as Mr. H oudini. There is a

whole lot in chemistry that can be done.

Mr. R eid. H e does not claim to do anything out of the ordinary.

Mr. S charbau. I k now;  I am sure that he does, for that is his

business, of doing trick s, but there are many honest people in this

world that do not do trick s, and it would be very well for people to

sit in their homes trying to get a vision through the trumpets, and

not to deceive themselves. It is not so much what you get in public;

it is not so much what you get by what you pay for it, but it is what

you get at home, the divine inspiration, that counts. That is what

mak es you religious and happy, and that is what gives you the

foundation of life.

But there is more than that. There are so many things that

spiritualism will do for you. It does not only teach you to think ,

but teaches you to act. It shows you that the only way that you

can mak e any gain in your life is through action and through work .

A s the Bible says, pray and work . Those things go absolutely

together.

I would lik e to ask  anyone if you can see anything wrong in

spiritualism, in prophecy, if you tak e into consideration that the

Bible is full of prophecy, if you tak e into consideration the writings

on the wall that we have here, if you tak e into consideration the

Mount where J esus was talk ing to the spirits?  A ll these phases

are phases of mediumship.

N ow, I had a man who was supposed to be a doctor and who

treated my wife, and she did not do very good, but he was not

a good doctor. S o with mediums.

But, remember, spirits do not k now everything. A  spirit does not

tak e anything more with him when he goes on the other side than

what he gained here;  and if he was dumb here he is going to be

dumb there. [ L aughter.]

A nd then the law of protection protects life, and if you get dumb

messages you can usually blame it on yourself, and if you do not

get any messages it is worse, because you have never tried. S ome

men never think  of their mothers when they are in the graves, so

those mothers do not come.

W hy does not a man build a beautiful monument?  W hy does not

he go ahead and do some other stunt?  H e can not, because he has

not developed the faculty. H e claims he has only five senses. H ow

does he k now?  H e may have more. S ome have less. [ L aughter.]

A sk  him about things in life. A sk  him about electricity. Does he

k now?  O f course, he does not. There are forces around us and
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~Ir. ScHARBAU. There are also many private mediums in this city 
and in other cities which Mr. Houdini comes in contact with and 
that Mr. Houdini tells us about, but I could tell you to-day that 
I was going to build vou a beautiful church if you see that we get 
a charter. I do not Iinow whether Houdini does those things, but 
under such pretenses I could get a charter, too. I could produce 
writing by trickery-for instance, onion juice, and writing it on a 
piece of paper and rubbing it in my hands; I know that would pro­
duce writing, but that would not be spirit writing. There is the 
genuine and those that are not. 

I can also produce slate writing by having some sort of chemical 
and rubbing it over the slate, the same as Mr. Houdini. There is a 
whole lot in chemistry that can be done. 

Mr. REID. He does not claim to do anything out of the ordinary. 
~fr. ScHARBAU. I know; I am sure that he does, for that is his 

business, of doing tricks, but there are many honest people in this 
world that do not do tricks, and it would be very well for people to 
sit in their homes trying to get a vision through the trumpets, and 
not to deceive themselves. It is not so much what you get in public; 
it is not so much what you get by what you pay for it, but it is what 
you get at home, the divine inspiration, tha.t counts. That is what 
makes you religious and happy, and that is what gives you the 
ioundation of life. . 

But there is more than that. There are so many things that 
spiritualism will do for you. It does not only teach you to think, 
but teaches you to act. It shows you that the only way that you 
can make any gain in your life is through action and through work. 
As the Bible says, pray and work. Those things go absolutely 
together. 

I would like to ask anyone if you can see anything wrong in 
spiritualism, in prop.b.ecy, if you take into consideration that the 
Bible is full of prophecy, if you take into consideration the writings 
on t.he wall that we have here, 'if you take into consideration the 
Mount where Jesus was talking to the spirits~ All these phases 
are pha.Ses of mediumship. 

Now, I had a man who was supposed to be a doctor and who 
treated my wife, and she did not do very good, but he was not 
a good doctor. So with mediums. 

But, remember, spirits do not know everything. A spirit does not 
tak~ anything more with him when he goes on the other side than 
what he gained here; and if he was dumb here he is going to be 
dumb there. [Laughter.] 

And then the law of protection .protects life, and if _you get dumb 
messages you can usually blame it on yourself, and if you do not 
get any messages it is worse, because you have never tried. Some 
men never think of their mothers when they are in the graves, so 
those mothers do not come. 

'Vhy does not a man build a beautiful monument~ Why does not 
he go ahead and do some other stunt~ He can not, because he has 
not developed the faculty. He claims he has only five senses. How 
does he know~ He may have more. Some have less. [Laughter.] 

Ask him about things in life. Ask him about electricity. Does he 
know Y Of course, he does not. There are forces around us and 
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within us that the A lmighty has given us, and they are strong,,

vital forces, and so we k now very little about them. W e are about

3,000 years old and we have had a long time to investigate, and eter-

nity is a long time and all religions are built up upon the principle

of eternity, and when you tak e out eternity there is nothing more of

religion, and the main principle of spiritualism is the belief in an

eternity.

A nd what did J esus say on the Mount?  L isten;  I am a J ew by

birth, the same as Mr. H oudini, but I was reformed, and, of course,

the J ews have charms. They wear things beneath their vests, and

have to k iss them every day. The C atholics are selling charms to

their men, and they wear them and I do not see anything wrong,

for if you think  it is doing you good, go ahead and do it.

W hat did J esus say to the man nex t to him when he was cruci-

fied ? "  To-morrow thou shalt be with me in paradise."  Didn' t H e

say that?  Don' t you all k now it?  Y ou do.

A fter you get away from here, you go into paradise, and that is

our belief, and if there is anything wrong in that belief I would lik e

to k now it.

I thank  you for the time you have given me. [ A pplause.]

S TA TE ME N T O F  E . J . A BBA TIC C H IO

Mr. A bbaticchio. I have heard witnesses mak e statements to-day to-

the effect that the last clause in the bill, where it speak s of the sale of

charms, would interfere with a certain religion, namely, the C atho-

lic church. Those statements were made by admittedly non-C atho-

lics. Those statements are incorrect. I am a C atholic, and I simply

want to correct that statement.

Mr. S charbau. I was not reflecting upon the C atholics.

Mr. A bbaticchio. I was not speak ing about you.

Mr. S charbau. Because I find it absolutely legitimate. I think

your religious pictures are beautiful.

Mr. H ammer. I want this gentleman to teli me what this is [ hand-

ing article to witness] .

Mr. A bbaticchio. That is a medal.

Mr. H ammer. W hat is it?

Mr. A bbaticchio. That is a medal.

Mr. H ammer. W hat k ind?

Mr. A bbaticchio. I do not k now the particular k ind.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou are a C atholic?

Mr. A bbaticchio. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. A nd do not k now what that is?

Mr. A bbaticchio. I can not see it. I have not my glasses on.

Mr. R eid. S t. J oseph— do you not k now what that is?

Mr. H ammer. L et us see if you k now what that is [ handing article

to witness] .

Mr. A bbaticchio. That has S t. Benedict on it.

Mr. H ammer. W hat is that?  Do they sell that?

Mr. A bbaticchio. N ot in its present condition.

Mr. H ammer. Do they sell some similar to that?

Mr. A bbaticchio. They will sell this and they will sell medals and

they will sell crucifix es, prayer book s, and holy pictures, but they

are j ust the same, so far as our religion is concerned, as this piece of
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within us that the Almighty has given us, and they are strong,. 
vita] forces, and so we know very little about them. "re are about 
3,0CO years old and we have had a long time to investigate, and eter­
nity is a long time and all religions are built up upon the principle 
of eternity, and when you take out eternity there is nothing more of 
religion, and the main principle of spiritualism is the belief in an 
eternity. 

And what did Jesus say on the :Mount? Listen~ I am a Jew by 
birth, the same as Mr. Houdini, but I was reformed, and, of course.? 
the ,Jews have charms. They wear things beneath their vests, and 
have to kiss them every day. The Catholics are selling charms to 
their men, and they wear them and I do not see anything wrong,. 
for if you think it is doing you good, go ahead and do it. 

What did Jesus say to the man next to him when he was cruci­
fied~ " To-morrow thou shalt be with me in paradise." Didn't He 
say fuat ~ Don't you all know it~ You do. 

After you get away from here, you go into paradise, and that is 
our belief, and if there is anything wrong in that belief I would like 
to know it. 

I thank you for the time you have given me. "[Applause.] 

STATEMENT OF R. 1. ABBATICCHIO 

Mr. ABBATICCHIO. I have heard witnesses make statements to-day to 
the effect that the last clause in the bill, where it speaks of the sale of 
charms, would interfere with a certain religion, namely, the Catho­
lic church. Those statements were made by admittedly non-Catho­
lics. Those statements are incorrect. I am a Catholic, and I simply 
want to correct that statement. 

Mr. ScHARBAU. I was not reflecting upon the Catholics. 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. I was not speakmg about you. 
Mr. ScHARBAU. Because I find it absolutely legitimate. I think 

your religious pictures are beautiful. 
Mr. HAMMER. I want this gentleman to tell me what this is [hand-

ing article t~ witness]. 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. That is a medal. 
Mr. HAMMER. What is it~ 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. That is a medal. 
:Mr. HAMMER. What kind? 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. I do not know the particular kind. 
Mr. HAMMER. You are a Catholid 
Mr. AnBATICCHIO. Yes. 
:Mr. HAMMER. And do not know what that is? 
Mr. AnBATICCHIO. I can not see it. I have not my glasses on. 
Mr. REID. St. Joseph-do you not know what that is? 
Mr. HAMMER. Let us see if you know what that is [handing article 

to witness]. 
]\fr. ABBATICCHIO. That has St. Benedict on it. 
Mr. HAMMER. What is that?. Do they sell that? 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. Not in its present condition. 
Mr. HAMMER. Do they sell some similar to that? 
Mr. ABB4TICcmo. They will sell.this and they will sell medals and 

they will sell crucifixes, prayer books, and holy pictures, but they 
are just the same, so far as our religion is concerned, as this piece of 
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paper when they are sold;  but you may have them blessed after-

wards and the blessing on them is what gives them what we rever-

ence. The article when it is sold does not mean anything more to

me as a C atholic, ex cept that it may have the image of J esus C hrist

on it, than that mallet in the chairman' s hand. [ A pplause.]

Madame Marcia. A llow me to ask  him a q uestion. Did you say

this is S t. Benedict?

Mr. A bbaticchio. I said I could not see it. I did not have my

glasses.

Madame Marcia. Y ou say it was not sold in its present condition?

Mr. A bbaticchio. Unblessed.

Madame Marcia. N o, sir;  it was blessed and sold.

Mr. A bbaticchio. I beg your pardon.

Madame Marcia. Then you can call it a confession, for a rose by

any other name smells sweet. It was blessed and given to me by

a C atholic woman, to find lost and stolen articles.

W hen I appeared in the S enate, I lost all my papers, and, apropos

of that, I would lik e to say, in answer to this witness, Miss Mack -

enberg, that there was a number of letters, any number of letters,

that went into the newspaper office protesting against me. I have

in my possession, which I have every reason' to believe was a part of

their plan, a letter from the editor of the N ews, Mr. Glassner, ask ing

me to write a daily horoscope, as there was none other being pub-

lished in the city, and I refused to do it. Mr. Glassner talk ed to

me again and again over the telephone, and never has he in any

way made a complaint or told me that I was damaged.

Mr. H otj dini. " W as not that before I arrived and opened his eyes?

Madame Marcia. But your letters were being published in the

paper at that time.

N ow, I lost that in the Black  and W hite tax icab coming to the

S enate investigation, and, A nthony— I have offered him all k inds

of money to give it to me, because I k new that I would never

duplicate it, but he had not found it for me so far.

Mr. R eid. Did you go to some medium or S piritualist?

Madame Marcia. N o, I did not. I would rather not mak e the

attack , because it is well k nown who controls the Black  and W hite

tax icabs and why I did not recover it.

Mr. R eid. A  man named Brown.

Madame Marcia. But I still am in hopes that I may, and I am

going to give A nthony that tainted money.

Mr. A bbaticchio. I am not speak ing for each individual C atholic

in the world. I am speak ing of the church— of the C atholic teach-

ing. I do not deny the fact, as you have stated it, if you state it as a

fact, that somebody gave it to you for the purpose of helping yon

to find something, but I do say that the C atholic church, in its

teaching, does not sell charms.

Madame Marcia. But you said, in its present state.

Miss C oates. I j ust want to say, in mak ing that remark , that I

made it for the protection of the R oman C atholic church, that I

thought they had a right to do in their religion ex actly what they

wanted, and if this bill infringes upon it, then they ought to be here

to say something about it, because I wanted that q uestion settled.

I believe in the R oman C atholic protection. My father was a

C atholic and I believe strongly in the power of thought, and I k now
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paper when they are sold; but you may- have them blessed after­
wards and the blessing on them is what gives them what we rever­
ence. The article when it is sold does not mean anything more to 
me as a Catholic, except that it may have the image of Jesus Christ 
on it, than that mallet in the chairman's hand. [Applause.] 

Madame MARCIA. Allow me to ask him a question. Did you say 
this is St. BenedicU 

Mr. ABBATiccmo. I said I could not see it. I did not have my 
glasses. 

Madame MARCIA. You say it was not sold in its present condition¥ 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. Unblessed. 
Madame MARCIA. No, sir; it was blessed and sold. 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. I beg your pardon. 
Madame MARCIA. Then you can call it a confession, for a rose by 

any other name smells sweet. It 'was blessed and given to me by 
a Catholic woman, to find lost and stolen articles. 

When I appeared in the Senate, I lost all my papers, and, apropos 
of that, I would like to say, in answer to this witness, Miss Mack­
enberg, that there was a number of letters, any number of letters, 
that went into the newspaper office protesting against me. I have 
in my possession, which I have every reason·t-0 believe was a part 'of 
their plan, a letter from the editor of the News, Mr. Glassner, asking 
me to write a daily horoscope, as there was none other being pub­
lished in the city, and I refused to do it. Mr. Glassner talked to 
me again and again over the telephone, and never has he in any 
way made a complaint or told me that I was damaged. 

l\fr. HouDINI. Was not that before I arrived and opened his eyes'~ 
Madame MARCIA. But your letters were being published in the 

paper at that time. 
Now, I lost that in the Black and White t.axicab coming to the 

Senate investigation, and, Anthony-I have offered him all kinds 
o~ money to give it to me, because I knew that I would never 
duplicate it, but he had not found it for me so far. 

Mr. REID. Did you go to some medium or Spiritualist~ 
Madame MARCIA. No, I did not. I would rather not make the 

attack, because it is well known who controls the Black and White 
taxicabs and why I did not recover it. 

Mr. REID. A man named Brown. 
Madame MARCIA. But I still am ·in hopes that I may, and I am 

going to give Anthony that tainted money. 
Mr. ABBATICCHIO. I am not speaking for each individual Catholic 

in the world. I am speaking of the church-of the Catholic teach­
ing. I do not deny the fact, as you have stated it, if you state it as I\ 
fact, that somebody gave it to you for the purpose of helpin~ you 
to find something, but I do say that the Catholic church, m its 
teaching, does not sell charms. 

Madame MARCIA. But you said, in its present state. 
Miss COATES. I just want to say, in making that remark, that I 

made it for the protection of the Roman Catholic church, that I 
thought they had a right to do in their religion exactly what .they 
wanted, and if this bill infringes upon it, then they ought to be here 
to say something about it, because I wanted that question settled .. 

I believe in the Roman Catholic protection. My father was a 
Catholic and I believe strongly in the power of thought, and I know 
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that the concentrated thoughts of all the C atholics all over the world

are putting in the Pope of R ome a tremendous power, I hope for

good.

I have with me, and hava carried with me during this trial, my

father' s crucifix  which was blessed by the Pope of R ome, and I

believe in the power of the cross of C hrist to protect you from

evil.

S o I was not saying that with any aspersion to the R oman C athlic

faith, but because I believe in the power of that cross that was

blessed, I believe in the power of the blessing of the one church, as

all good S piritualists believe in the blessing of any good spirit from

the high planes of heaven, but we do not believe in the protection

of spirits from the lower plane. W e recognize them as evil ap-

pearances, and use the power of good against the evil.

Mr. R eid. Y ou have a lower level in your spiritual wO rld?

Miss C oates. Y es;  we have that in all worlds, and it is only lived

after death.

Mr. H ammer. The original H oudini was a H indu, was he not?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou are H oudini the second?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou are the original H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  the original H oudini was a F rench clock  mak er.

Mr. H ammer. I thought he lived in A llahabab.

Mr. H oudini. A re you j ok ing?

Mr. H ammer. N o;  I am in earnest.

Mr. H oudini. H is name was E ugene H ouden. My name is H ou-

dini.

Mr. H ammer. Y our real name is H arry W eiss?

Mr. H oudini. My legal name is H arry H oudini, by law of the

United S tates of A merica many years ago.

Mr. H ammer. But your real name is H arry W eiss?

Mr. H oudini. My legal name is H arry H oudini.

Mr. H ammer. W ere you born in Philadelphia?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir. I was born in A ppleton, W is.

Mr. H ammer. W as that your father here the other day?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H ammer. It has been circulated that it was.

Mr. H oudini. N o;  that man is a C atholic and I am a son of a

rabbi. H is name is W eiss. That is a coincidence.

Mr. H ammer. W as not your name originally W eiss?

Mr. H oudini. I was born under that name.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou said the other day that you were president of

the Magicians'  A ssociation of A merica.

Mr. H oudini. S ociety of A merican Magicians.

Mr. H ammer. Is there an international association of that k ind?

Mr. H oudini. I am look ed upon as the national president, but

I am not

Mr. H ammer (interposing). Is it a secret organization?

Mr. H oudini. N o;  only regarding our ex ploits.

Mr. H ammer. H ave you any branches in foreign countries?  In

R ussia?

Mr. H oudini. N ot in R ussia.
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that the concentrated thoughts of all the Catholics all over the world 
arelutting in the Pope of Rome a tremendous power, I hope for 
goo. 

I have with me, and hav~ carried with me during this trial, my 
father's crucifix which was blessed by the Pope of Rome, and I 
believe in the power of the cross of Christ to protect you from 
evil. 

So I was not saying that with any aspersion to the Roman Cathlic 
faith, but because I believe in the power of that cross that was 
blessed, I believe in the :power of the blessing of the one church, as 
all good Spiritualists beheve in the blessing of any good spirit from 
the high planes of heaven, but we do not believe in the protection 
of spirits from the lower plane. We recognize them as evil ap4 

pearances, and use the power of good against the evil. 
Mr. REID. You have a lower level in your spiritual world~ 
Miss CoATES. Yes; we have that in all worlds, and it is only lived 

after death. . 
Mr. HAMMER. The original Houdini was a Hindu, was he notY 
Mr. HOUDINI. No. 
Mr. HAMMER. You are Houdini the second 1 
Mr. HotmINI. No. · 
Mr. HAMMER. You are the original Houdini~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. No; the original Houdini was a French clock maker. 
Mr. HAMMER. I thought he lived in Allahabab. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Are you joking~ 
Mr. HAMMER. No; I am in earnest. 
Mr. HoUDINI. His name was Eugene Houden. My name is Hou­

diru. 
Mr. HAMMER. Your real name is Harry Weiss 9 
Mr. HouDINI. My legal name is Harry Houdini, by law of the 

United States of America many years ago. 
Mr. HAMMER. But your real name is Harry Weiss~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. My legal name is Harry Houdini. 
Mr. HAMMER. Were you born in Philadelphia 1 
Mr. HoumNI. No, sir. I was born in Appleton, 'Vis. 
Mr. HAMMER. Was that your father here the other day1 
Mr. HouDINI. No. 
Mr. HAMMER. It has been circulated that it was. 
Mr. HouDINI. No; that man is a Catholic and I am a son of a 

rabbi. His name is Weiss. That is a coincidence. 
Mr. HAMMER. Was not your name originally Weiss1 
Mr. HouDINI. I was born under that name. 
Mr. HAMMER. You said the other day that you were president of 

the Magicians' Association of America. 
Mr. HOUDINI. Society of American Magicians. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is there an international association of that kind 9· 
Mr. HouDINI. I am looked upon as the national president, but 

I am not-
Mr. HAMMER (interposing). Is it a secret organization 9 
Mr. HOUDINI. No; only regarding our exploits. 
Mr. HAMMER. Have you any branches in foreign countries¥ In 

Russia¥ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Not in Russia. 
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Mr. H ammer. Germany?

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. H ammer. H ave you ever been in British India?

Mr. H oudini. N ever in my life;  no, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou have been in Paris?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Did you find any of the members of this society

of magicians when you were there? '

Mr. H oudini. Y es;  we have members all over the world.

Mr. H ammer. Is A merica the head of the membership?

Mr. H oudini. Y es.

Mr. H ammer. Is it an international association?

Mr. H oudini. W e have members living in foreign countries be-

longing to it.

Mr. H ammer. W ere both of your parents H ebrews?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Y our present residence, I believe, is in N ew Y ork

C ity?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Did you say that the Magicians'  A ssociation is not

a secret order?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Is it chartered?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. W here?  By what S tate?

Mr. H oudini. N ew Y ork . I will give you the secretary' s ad-

dress.

Mr. H ammer. I do not care about that.

Did you say you k new the secretary' s name and address?

' Mr. H oudini. Y es. E ichard V an Deen, 230 Union S treet, J ersey

C ity.

Mr. H ammer. Is your father living?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir. H as this anything to do with this bill?

Mr. H ammer. N o;  but

Mr. H oudini (interposing). I k now that you are ask ing spiritu-

alistic q uestions and I want to let you k now I k now it.

Mr. H ammer. N o. I have been told that your people came from

British India. That is all I was trying to find out. It is contended

here that you are a medium and do not k now it. These people

really believe that you have divine power and that you won' t admit

it. That is the reason I am ask ing you these q uestions.

Mr. H oudini. Pardon me.

Mr. H ammer. H ave you ever been in A llahabab?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou have read the A rabian N ights stories?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. But you have never been there?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou have been to H awaii and Tok yo?

Mr. H oudini. I have been to H awaii. I have gone around the

world, but I only touched the principal ports.

Mr. H ammer. W here were you in 1925?

Mr. H oudini. In A merica.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou were not out of A merica that year?
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Mr. HAMMER. Germany~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. No. 
Mr. HAMMER. Have you ever been in British India¥ 
Mr. HoUDINI. Never in my life; no, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. You have been in Paris W 
Mr. HoUDINI. Yes, sir. 

151 

Mr. HAMMER. Did you find any of the members of this society 
of magicians when you were there~· 

Mr. HouDINI. Yes; we have members all over the world. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is America the head of the membershipW 
Mr. HoUDINI. Yes. 
Mr. HA:MMER. Is it an international association~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. We have members living in foreign countries be-

longing to it. . 
Mr. HAMMER. Were both of your parents HebrewsW 
Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
M~. HAMMER. Your present residence, I believe, is in New York · 

CityW 
Mr. HoumN1. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you say that the Magicians' Association is not 

a secret order ~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is it chartered~ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Where~ By what StateW 
Mr. HOUDINI. New York. I will give you the secretary's ad­

dress. 
Mr. HAMMER. I do not care about that. 
Dfd you say you knew the secretary's name and address¥ . 

· Mr. HOUDINI. Yes. Richard Van Deen, 230 Union Street, Jersey 
City. · 

Mr. HAMMER. Is your father Ii ving ~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. No, sir. Has this anything to do with this bill~ 
Mr. HAMMER. No; but--
Mr. HouDINI (interposing). I know that you are asking spiritu­

alistic questions and I want to let you know I know it. 
Mr. HAMMER. No. I have been told that your people came from 

British India. That is all I was trying to find out. It is contended 
here that you are a medium and do not know it. These people 
really believe that you have divine power and that you won't admit 
it. That is the reason I am asking you these questions. 

~fr. HounINI. Pardon me. 
Mr. HAMMER. Have you ever been in Allahabab? 
Mr. HoUDINI. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. You have read the Arabian Nights stories¥ 
Mr. HoUDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. But you have never been there? 
Mr. HOUDINI. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. You have been to Hawaii and Tokyo' 
Mr. HOUDINI. I have been to Hawaii. I have gone around the 

world, but I only touched the principal ports. 
Mr. HAMMER. Where were you in 1925¥ 
Mr. HOUDINI. In America. 
Mr. HAMMER. You were not out of America that year¥ 
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Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Did you do any work  in A lask a at any time?

Mr. H oudini. N o, sir.

Mr. H ammer. Did you ever k now a man by the name of H ugh

W eir, on C ollier' s Magazine?

Mr. H oudini. N ever heard the name before.

Mr. H ammer. Did you ever k now a man by the name of D' A lory

F echett. a celebrated F renchman in Paris?

Mr. H oudini. N ot that I k now of.

Mr. H ammer. Is W illiam J . Burns a member of your association?

Mr. H oudini. H e may

Miss S awyer (interposing). N o.

Mr. H oudini. S he k nows every member of the organization.

. Mr. H ammer. H ave you any association with the movies and

theaters in connection with this A ssociation of A merican Magicians?

Mr. H oudini. J ust what do you mean?

Mr. H ammer. H ave you any relation and has your association

anything to do with the movie association and theater association of

A merica?

These q uestions I am ask ing you were not inspired by any S piri-

tualists.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou did not get those out of the air. W hy are you

ask ing me those peculiar, irrelevant q uestions?  They haven' t any-

thing to do with the bill and are not the k ind of q uestions that a man

in your position would ask . They were given to you by some rabid

medium and I am surprised that you should ask  me same. Y ou did

not mak e them up yourself. I am surprised that you should ask  me

those q uestions. Y ou did not get them out of your head.

Mr. H ammer. That is all right as to where I got them, but I did

not get them from any spiritualist, and I did not get them from

any divine power either, because I do not claim that God mak es

revelations to me and I am sure that the devil did not inspire them.

There is a system of 3' s and 7' s— numerology. Did you have any-

thing to do with numerology?  Do you k now anything about it?

The figure 3, you k now, as numerology says, represents a serpent.

Mr. H oudini. I do not believe in that truck — in numerology.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not believe in that any more than you do

in astrology or fortune-telling or soothsaying?

Mr. H oudini. A ll in the same j unk  bask et.

Mr. H ammer. Y ou do not k now, then, what numerology teaches?

Mr. H oudini. I k now what it teaches.

Mr. H ammer. W hat 7 means?

Mr. H oudini. S even days in the week .

Mr. H ammer. A nd what 3 means and what the significance of 33

is?  There is none of that in any of your performances?  It is all

really trick s and sleight of hand?

Mr. H oudini. Y es, sir.

Mr. H ammer. I am very much obliged to you.

Mr. H oudini. Y ou are very welcome. I am very happily mar-

ried, 52 years of age, well to do, and very proud— —

Mr. R eid (interposing). A nd very proud of your wife, or try to

mak e us think  so.

N ow let us have the further testimony on the bills, since we have

all encomiums before the committee.
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Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you do any work in Alaska at any time 1 
Mr. HOUDINI. No, sir. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you ever know a man by the name of Hugh 

Weir, on Collier's Magazine¥ . 
Mr. HouDINI. Never heard the name before. 
Mr. HAMMER. Did you ever know a man by the name of D'Alory 

Fechett. a celebrated Frenchman in Paris W 

Mr. RouDINI. Not that I know of. 
Mr. HAMMER. Is William J. Burns a member of your association~ 
Mr. HouDINI. He may--
Miss SA WYER (interposing). No. 
Mr. HoUDINI. She knows every member of the organization . 

. Mr. HAMMER. Have you any association with the movies and 
theaters in connection with this Association of American Magicians~ 

Mr. HOUDINI. Just what do you meant 
Mr. HAMMER. Have you any relation and has your association 

anything to do with the movie association and theater association of 
.Americai 

These questions I am asking you were not inspired by any Spiri­
tualists. 

Mr. HouoINI. You did not get those out of the air. Why are you 
asking me those peculiar, irrelevant questions~ They haven't any­
thing to do with the bill and are not the kind of questions that a man 
in your position would ask. They were given to you by some rabid 
medium and I am surprised that you should ask me same. You did 
not make them up yourself. I am surprised that you should ask me 
those questions. You did not get them out of your head. 

Mr. HAMMER. That is all right as to where I got them, but I did. 
not get them from any spiritualist, and I did not get them from 
an;v divine power either, because I do not claim that God makes 
revelations to me and I am sure that the devil did not inspire them. 

There is a system of 3's and 7's-numerology. Did you have any­
thing to do with numerology~ Do you know anything about it~ 
The figure 3, you know, as numerology says, represents a serpent. 

Mr. HoumNI. I do not believe in that truck-in numerology. . 
Mr. HAMMER. You do not believe in that any more than you do 

in astrology or fortune-telling or soothsaying¥ 
Mr. HOUDINI. All in the same junk basket. 
:Mr. HAMMER. You do not know, then, what numerology teaches 1 
Mr. HOUDINI. I know what it teaches. 
Mr. HAMMER. What 7 means¥ 
Mr. HOUDINI. Seven days in the week. 
Mr. HAMMER. And what 3 means and what the significance of 33 

is~ There is none of that in any of your performances~ It is all 
really tricks and sleight of hand¥ 

Mr. HouDINI. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. HAMMER. I am very much obliged to you. 
Mr. HouDINI. You are very welcome. I am very happily mar­

ried, 52 years of age, well to do, and very proud-
Mr. REID (interposing). And very proud of your wife, or try to 

make us think so. · 
Now let us have the further testimony on the bills, since we have 

all encomiums before the committee. ' 
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Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman, ladies and gentlemen, I assure you

that I have not any malice in this at all. I respect every genuine

believer in spiritualism. I pledge my sacred word of honor as a

man that when I meet a real believer, I respect him.

Mr. R eid. A re those what you call the " shut eyes " ?

' '  Mr. H oudini. The " shut eyes."  I must respect them. I can tell

a " shut eye"  in two sentences, and I treat them accordingly.

I want everybody to k now that there is no personal feeling. There

is not any grudge against it. There is j ust back  in my mind the

thought that the Government ought to k now of some of the things

that are going on. Those real believers in spiritualism will some

day thank  me for helping them wipe out the bad ideas. W hen a

medium

Mr. R eid (interposing). I would lik e to have you confine your

remark s, as far as you can, to show why the evidence given against

the bill is not worthy of belief and how these specific things should

be considered by the committee in mak ing up their minds whether

or not to report this bill favorably.

Mr. H oudini. The evidence to support the bill is of such a nature

that I can tak e anyone or a committee and prove that they are simply

work ing for this bill, and not k nowing it, that they are absolutely

with me and they do not k now it.

Mrs. F letcher, I k nowj  is positively 100 per cent sincere. I k now

that. I respect her very much. I must respect her, but I also k now

that she is honestly mistak en. There is no human being living that

can mak e a trumpet float in the air unless by trick ery.

Mrs. Grant. I have it in my own home.

Mr. S charbau. Y ou are invited to my seance, and my wife is not

a paid medium, but we will show you.

Mr. H oudini. I have been told that there is a string to my $ 10,000.

W ell, there is no string to the S cientific A merican' s money. W hy

have not the mediums in the past two and a half years gone to the

S cientific A merican?  It is true that the offer is closed, but I am

representing Mr. O . D. Munn as one of the committee, and I k now

that Dr. Morton Prince, of the J ournal of Phychology, will offer his

$ 5,000 to any medium, and if you can find anv medium who will float

a trumpet in the light I will pay $ 10,000.

Mr. S charbau. My presence alone would be enough to break  up

any seance if I am determined to do so, and we are sending mes-

sages by radio at night and receiving them a great deal better than

in the daytime.

Mrs. Grant. I have been a medium for 40 years. I lived in this

city 22 years and I lived 20 years in Baltimore and I was 3 years

at N ewport N ews and practiced mediumship. W e have a trumpet in

my daughter' s home. I feared she would get trumpet manifesta-

tions, but we bought the trumpet, sent for the trumpet, and my

daughter has a trumpet by the bed in her room, and we sleep room

to room and the trumpet comes up and speak s names.

Mr. R eid. Is that so?

Mrs. Grant. Y es.

(A t this point a trumpet was produced by Mr. H oudini and

placed on the table, applause following.)
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Mr. HoUDINI. Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I assure you 
that I have not any malice in this at all. I respect every genuine 
believer in spiritualism. I pledge my sacred word of honor as a 
man that when I meet a real believer, I respect him. 
. Mr. REID. Are those what you call the "shut eyes"~ · 
·· Mr. HouDINI. The "shut eyes." I must respect them. I can tell 
a "shut eye" in two sentences, and I treat them accordingly. 

I want everybody to know that there is no personal feeling. There 
is not any grudge against it. There is just back in my mind the 
thought that the Government ought to know of some of the things 
that are going on. Those real believers in spiritualism will some 
day thank me for helping them wipe out the bad ideas. When a 
medium--

Mr. REID (interposing). I would like to have you confine y<;>ur 
"remarks, as far as you can, to show why the evidence given against 
the bill is not worthy of belief and how these specific things should 
be considered by the committee in making up their minds whether 
-0r not to report this bill favorably. 

Mr. HouDINI. The evidence to support the bill is of such a nature 
that I can take anyone or a committee and prove that they are simply 
working for this bill, and not knowing it, that they are absolutely 
with me and they do not know it . 
. Mrs. Fletcher, I know; is positively 100 per cent sincere. I know 
that. I respect her very much. I must respect her, but I also know 
that she is honestly mistaken. There is no human being living that 
ean make a trumpet float in the air unless by trickery. 

Mrs. GRANT. I have it in my own home. 
Mr. ScHARBAU. You are invited to my seance, and my wife is not 

a E~id medium, but we will show you. 
Mr. HouDINI. I have been told that there is a string to my $10,000. 

Well, there is no string to the Scientific American's money. Why 
have not the mediums in the past two and a half years gone to the 
.Scientific American~ It is true that the off er is closed, but I am 
representing Mr~ 0. D. Munn as one of the committee, and I know 
that Dr. Morton Prince, of the Journal of Phychology, will offer his 
$5,000 to any medium, and if you can find anv medium who will float 
a trumpet in the light I will pay $10,000. " 

Mr. ScHARBAU. My presence alone would be enough to break up 
any seance if I am determined to do so, and we are sending mes­
sages by radio at night and receiving them a great deal better than 
in the daytime. 

Mrs. GRANT. I have been a medium for 40 years. I lived in this 
city 22 years and I lived 20 years in Baltimore and I was 3 years 
at Newport News and practiced mediumship. We have a trumpet in 
my daughter's home. I feared she would get trumpet manifesta­
tions, but we bought the trumpet, sent for the trumpet, and m:r 
daughter has a trumpet by the bed in her room, and we sleep room 
to room and the trumpet comes up and speaks names. 

Mr. REID. Is that so~ 
Mrs. GRANT. Yes. 
(At this point a trumpet was :eroduced by Mr. Houdini and 

placed on the table, applause followmg.) 
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Mr. R eid. I think  we ought to confine the applause to what I

say and not to what the witnesses say or do.

Mrs. F ox . I want to say that I am not a medium, but a spiritu-

alist, and I have had for the last 15 years seances in my own home.

I have had them in the dark  and in the light, and it is absolutely

false for Mr. H oudini to say that all mediums are fak es. That is

not true.

Mr. R eid. C an you mak e this trumpet

Mrs. F ox  (interposing). I am not a medium.

Mr. R eid. I want the ones to speak  up who are going to mak e

this trumpet talk .

Mrs. Grant. Y ou can not do it in that way.

Mrs. F ox . Y ou have to mak e your conditions.

Mrs. Grant. My spiritualism means a great deal more to me than

that gentleman. My daughter can do it.

Mr. R eid. Is your daughter here?

Mrs. Grant. Y es, sir. S he is no medium;  she does not demon-

strate.

Mr. R eid. N ow, somebody said that they could mak e the trumpet

float under conditions. I will appoint a special select committee

under any conditions that you name so that we may have the demon-

stration. N ow, we will let you pick  your own committee and your

own time and place and all the conditions

Mrs. Grant (interposing). I do not see why the spiritualists have

to demonstrate when the other denominations do not.

Mr. H oudini. Mr. C hairman

Mr. Myers. H e has had four or five chances. I would lik e to say

something.

Mr. R eid. I never saw or heard of you before a minute ago.

Mr. Mters. I have ask ed R everend S track .

Mr. R eid. Did he communicate it to me?

Mr. Myers. N ot as yet.

Mr. R eid. Do not be impatient. I never saw you before: I do

not k now how good you are. [ L aughter.]  Do you think  you are

good enough to have 10 minutes?

Mr. Myers. Y es, sir;  I do.

S TA TE ME N T O F  C H A R L E S  W IL L IA M MY E R S

Mr. Myers. I am not the man who gave the spiritualists'  temple

away.

Mr. R eid. W hat is your business?

Mr. Myers. I am photostatic operator for the United S tates Gov-

ernment, United S tates Treasury.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you been employed in that capacity?

Mr. Myers. I have been in that particular capacity for the last

10 years, but not in that particular department.

Mr. R eid. Do you claim to be a spiritualist?

Mr. Myers. In fact, all my life.

Mr. R eid. S till are?

Mr. Myers. I am still;  and always will be.

Mr. R eid. A nd does that help you in your work ?

Mr. Myers. It helps me in my work  and daily occupation.
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Mr. REID. I think we ought to confine the applause to what I 
say and not to what the witnesses say or do. 

Mrs. Fox. I want to say that I am not a medium, but a spiritu­
alist, and I have had for the last 15 years seances in my own home. 
I have had them in the dark and in the light, and it is absolutely 
false for Mr. Houdini to say that all mediums are fakes. That is 
not true. 

Mr. REm. Can you make this trumpet-­
Mrs. Fox (interposing). I am not a medium. 
Mr. REID. I want the ones to speak up who are going to make 

this trumpet talk. 
Mrs. GRANT. You can not do it in that way. 
Mrs. Fox. You have to make your conditions. 
Mrs. GRANT. My spiritualism means a great deal more to me than 

that gentleman. My daughter can do it. 
Mr. REID. Is your daughter here?· 
I\frs. GRANT. Yes, sir. She is no medium; she does not demon­

strate. 
Mr. REID. Now, somebody said that they could make the trumpet 

float under conditions. I will appoint a special select committee 
under any conditions that you name so that we may have the demon­
stration. Now, we will let you pick your own committee and your 
own time and place and all the conditions--

Mrs. GRANT (interposing). I do not see why the spiritualists have 
to demonstrate when the other denominations do not. 

Mr. HouDINI. Mr. Chairman--
Mr. MYERS. He has had four or five chances. I would like to say 

something. 
~Ir. REID. I never saw or heard of you before a minute ago. 
Mr. MYERS. I have asked Reverend Strack. 
Mr. REID. Did he communicate it to me? 
Mr. MYERS. Not as yet. 
Mr. REID. Do not be impatient. I never saw you before; I do 

not know how good you are. [Laughter.] Do you think you are 
good enough to have 10 minutes! 

Mr. MYERs. Yes, sir; I do. 

STATEXENT OF CHARLES WILLIAll :MYERS 

Mr. ~:fYERS. I am not the man who gave the spiritualists' temple 
away. 

Mr. REID. What is your business? · 
Mr. MYERS. I am photostatic operator for the United States Gov­

ernment, United States Treasury. 
Mr. REID. How long have you been employed in that capacity? 
Mr. MYERs. I have been in that particular capacity for the last 

10 years, but not in that particular deJ?artment. 
Mr. REID. Do you claim to be a spiritualist? 
Mr. MYERS. In fact, all my life. 
Mr. REID. Still are? 
Mr. MYERS. I am still; and always will be. 
Mr. REID. And does that help you in your work¥ 
Mr. MYERs. It helps me in my work and daily occupation. 
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Mr. R eid. Do you want to testify in regard to the bill?

Mr. Myers. To protest against the bill.

Mr. R eid. Y ou may proceed.

Mr. Myers. The first thing I want to ask  Mr. H oudini is if he

k nows Mrs. Burling, of Detroit, Mich., who freq uents between

C hicago and Detroit, the trumpet medium?  C ome ahead;  get busy.

Mr. H oudini. I want to find out if there is a murder case— it is in

my notes.

Y es, I k now;  in Detroit, a little lady.

Mr. Myers. N o;  not too little.

Mr. H oudini. Then I do not k now her.

Mr. Myers. Y ou have visited the lady several times.

Mr. R eid. Then he ought to k now it.

Mr. Myers. Because I have been in the city of Detroit when she

has told me, and also in this city

Mr. H oudini. N o.

Mr. Myers. I said Detroit.

Mr. H oudini. That is q uite right.

Mr. R eid. Do not lecture him.

Mr. Myers. I would lik e to lecture him. I want to say this, that I

have been following this case from the start of this hearing

Mr. R eid (interposing). W hat case?

Mr. Myers. This here, on this bill, and what I think  about this

here bill as a law is that it is an attack , that religion, organized re-

ligion outside of spiritualism is trying to down spiritualism.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not mean that— -organzed religion?

Mr. Myers. I do.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not mean that— organized religion?

Mr. Myers. H e is j ust one little drop of it. I want to say this,

before I relate something that happened 26 years ago—  Y es, you

can all whistle;  I observed distinctly when Mr. H oudini produced

that trumpet on this table here that there was q uite a bit of ap-

plause, but only from those who were not spiritualists, and I can

plainly see, by observation and study, what the denomination is.

Mr. R eid. S ome of these are Members of C ongress, and you will

have to ex cuse them.

Mr. Myers. I am not saying anything about their denomination,

but I want to say this, that they are trying their very best to down

spiritualism.

In the beginning, 3,000 years ago, or 2,000, J udas betrayed C hrist.

H e was a J ew, and I want to say that this bill is being put through

by two— well, you can use your opinion;  I am not mak ing any

assertion.

Mr. R eid. H ow much are they getting?

Mr. Myers. I am not saying money. It is the influence that is

back  of them.

I want to say this. Twenty-six  years ago a young man went into

a meeting, and possibly H oudini k nows this man— his name was

Buzzard, of Pittsburgh, and a young man went into that room. It

was a class of spiritualism and materialists.

N ow, you can listen to this, because you can get a lot out of this,

folk s. [ L aughter.]

L augh!  I am glad you do, because it opens your minds up.
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Mr. REID. Do you want to testify in regard to the bilH 
Mr. MYERS. To protest against the bill. 

155 

Mr. REID. You may proceed. 
Mr. MYERS. The first thing I want to ask Mr. Houdini is if he 

knows Mrs. Burling, of Detroit, Mich., who frequents between 
Chicago and Detroit, the trumpet ~edium ~. Come ahead; ge~ ~usy. 

Mr. HouDINI. I want to find out If there 1s a murder case--1t ism 
my notes. 

Yes, I know; in Detroit, a little lady. 
Mr. MYERS. No; not too little. 
Mr. HoumNI. Then I do not know her. 
Mr. MYERS. You have visited the lady several times. 
Mr. REID. Then he ought to know it. 
Mr. MYERs. Because I have been in the city of Detroit when she 

has told me, and also in this city-­
Mr. HounINI. No. 
Mr. MYERs. I said Detroit. 
Mr. HouDINI. That is quite right. 
Mr. REID. Do not lecture him. 
Mr. MYEns. I would like to lecture him. I want to say this, that I 

have been following this case from the start of this hearing·­
Mr. REID (interposing). What case~ 
Mr. MYERS. This here, on this bill, and what I think about this 

here bill as a law is that it is an attack, that religion, organized re­
ligion outside of spiritualism is trying .to down spiritualism. 

Mr. REID. You do not mean that--organzed religion~ 
Mr. MYERS. I do. 
Mr. REID. You do not mean that-organized religion~ 
Mr. MYERS. He is just one little drop of it. I want to say this, 

before I relate something that happened 26 years ago- Yes, you 
can all whistle; I observed distinctly when Mr. Houdini produced 
that trumpet on this table here that there was quite a bit of ap­
plause, but only from those who were not spiritualists, and I can 
plainly see, by observation and study, what the denomination is. 

Mr. REID. Some of these are Members of Congrei::s, and you will 
have to excuse them. 

Mr. MYERS. I am not saying anything about their denomination, 
but I want to say this, that they are trying their very best to down 
spiritualism. 

In the beginning, 3,000 years ago, or 2,000, Judas betrayed Christ. 
He was a Jew, and I want to say that this· bill is being put through 
by . two-well, you can use your opinion; I am not making any 
assertion. 

Mr. REID. How much are they getting~ 
Mr. MYERS. I am not saying money. It is the influence that is 

back of them. 
I want to say this. Twenty-six years ago a young man went into 

:a meeting, and possibly Houdini knows this man-his name was 
Buzzard, -of Pittsburgh, and a young man went into that room. It 
was a class of spiritualism and materialists. 

Now, xou can listen to this, because you can get a lot out of this, 
-folks. LLaughter.] 

Laugh! I am glad you do, because it opens your minds up. 
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This young man went into this class, and Mr. Buzzard said to

him, "  Y oung man, your grandmother— I tak e it it is your grand-

mother, because she is old and gray— stands right alongside of you,"

and he described her to the young man, and he said, " There is also

an old gentleman with her,"  and he said that they were husband and

wife, grandmother and grandfather, and he said, " They tell me,

before this meeting tak es place, that I must tell you something.

Y ou are anticipating doing something, and if you do it you will-

be shot."

H e was prophesying. That medium was prophesying to that

young man. That young man had figured, having been in bad

company, on doing something that was not right, and he had

planned, individually himself, in his own mind, what he was going

to do, to do a j ob— I mean of robbery-— had planned it himself, and

these spirits came back  and said to him before this had tak en place,

" If you do this, you will be shot,"  and the young man did not do

that. H e changed from that time on. [ L aughter.]

I hope you all laugh;  I hope you do;  but I will tell you that you

will think  of this many a time.

That is 26 years ago. But I will tell you one thing: I am that

young man, and I am not ashamed to say it. [ A pplause.]

F rom that time on I commenced to investigate spiritualism. If

I had look ed for fraud, I could have found lots of it, but I heard a

friend tell me that there is a good medium at such and such a place,

and I went, and I want to say right here that I never paid over 50

cents in my life for any k ind of a sitting. Y ou can get $ 2, $ 3, $ 5,

or $ 10 sittings. They are not worth it. It is the two-bit sittings

that I go to. [ L aughter.]

I mean it, and I will ex plain why. Y ou can get a real, genuine

medium as reasonable as you want. These people that sit for high

prices— it is all right with them, if they want that k ind of a reading,

but I do not care for that k ind. I want the k ind that is going to

do me good.

This is nothing more than an attempt of organized religion to

down spiritualism, and if you put this bill through you are starting

the same old things that happened in the R oman days, and it will

come again. [ A pplause.]

Mr. R eid. Mr. H oudini will proceed, unless somebody else is to

interrupt him.

Mr. H oudini. I want to say this, that if any one wants to put up

an argument against the bill, I certainly think  they ought to be

heard, only I do not lik e to be here all the time.

S TA TE ME N T O F  R E V . C . V . MA R R O W , PITTS BUR GH , PA .

Mr. R eid. W hat is your name?

Mrs. Marrow. R ev. C . V . Marrow, from Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mr. R eid. H ow long have you been so engaged?

Mrs. Marrow. I have been ordained since 1912. I have been a

spiritualist for 34 years, and this is the first time in my life that

I ever k new that C onstitution of the United S tates did not respect

a religious organization, which spiritualism is. I have been sitting

here and my blood has been boiling.

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

156 FORTUNE TELLING 

. This young man went into this class, and ~·. B!lzzard said to 
him, " Young man, your grandmother-I take it it is your grand­
mother, because she is old and gray-stands right alongside of you,': 
and he described her to the young man, and he said, " There is alsc' 
an old gentleman with her," and he said that they were husband and 
wife, grandmother and grandfather, and he said, "They tell me, 
before this meeting takes place, that I niust tell you something. 
You are anticipating doing something, and if you do it you will~ 
be shot." 

He was prophesying. That medium was prophesying to that 
young man. That young man had figured, having been in bad 
company, on doing something that was not right, and he had 
planned, individually himself, in his own mind, what .he was going 
to do, to do a job-I mean of robbery-had planned it himself, and 
these spirits came back and said to him before this had taken place, · 
"If you do this, you will be shot," and the young man did not do 
that. He changed from that time on. [Laughter.] 

I hope you all laugh; I hope you do; but I will tell you that you 
will think of this many a time. 

That is 26 years ago. But I will tell you one thing: I am that 
young man, and I ani not ashamed to say it. [Applause.] 

From that time on I commenced to investigate spiritualism: If 
I had looked for fra.ud, I could have found lots of it, but I heard a 
friend tell me that there is a good medium at such and such a place, 
and I went, and I want to say right here that I never paid over 50 
cents in my life for any kind of a sitting. You can get $2, $3, $5, 
or $10 sittings. They are not worth it. It is the two-bit sittings 
that I go to. [Laughter.] 

I mean it, and I will explain why. You can get a real, genuine 
medium as reasonable as you want. These people that sit for high 
prices-it is all right with them~ if they want that kind of a reading, 
but I do not care for that kind.. I want the kind that is going to 
dome good. 

This is nothing more than an attem{>t of organized religion to 
down spiritualism, and if you put this bill through you are starting 
the same old things that happened in the Roman days, and it will 
come again. [Applause.] 
· l\fr. REID. Mr. Houdini will proceed, unless somebody else is to 
interru_!!_t him. · 

Mr. HOUDINI. I want to say this, that if any one wants to put up 
an argument against the bill, I certainly think they ought to be 
heard, only I do not like to be here all the time. . 

STATEMENT OF REV. C. V. MARROW, PITTSBURGH, PA. · 

Mr. REID. What is your name~ · 
Mrs. :MARROW. Rev. C. V. Marrow, from Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Mr. REID. How long have you been so engaged~ 
Mrs. MARROW. I have been ordained since 1912. I have been a 

spiritualist for 34 ~years, and this is the first time in my life that 
I· ev~r .knew that. Co~stituti<?n of ~h.e U~ited. States did not r~spect 
a religious organization, which sp1r1tuahsm 1s. I have been sitting 
here and my blood has been boiling. 
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I want to tell you gentlemen, you honorable gentlemen of this com-

mittee, that this religion is as sacred to me as any man or woman' s

religion in the wide world, and I will say this, that I have never

q uestioned any man' s religion. H is religion is the most sacred part

of his life, and if it is not it ought to be.

I am nonsectarian, but I am a spiritualist, and will die one, and I

k now that I can not understand why spiritualists must be brought on

trial. Mr. W eiss, or Mr. H oudini, as he calls himself, has repeatedly

said that he is not against spiritualism as a religion. H e has brought

it up here repeatedly, and I want to say this— why should our work -

ers pay a license when no other religious reader, or anybody else,

pays a license?  I do not pay a license in the S tate of Pennsylvania,

and I would not pay a license on my religion, because I put my

religion on as high a rank  as does anybody else in the wide world.

It has brought comfort and consolation to me and thousands of

others, and my religion is based on the Bible, from Genesis to

R evelations, and I want to say to you that you do not understand

the first principle of religion or you would not be here mock ing

and laughing at spiritualism. I can not bear to have any one stand

up and mock  at any man' s religion, whether it be C atholic or

Protestant or J ew or Gentile, or whether it be spiritualism or some-

thing else.

S piritualism is a religion out of which thousands of people to-day

are getting their comfort and consolation. I have heard it repeat-

edly said that spiritualists communicate with the dead. I say that

they do not. A ny man or women k nows that the soul is part of

God, the divine spark  within us. In the name of God, to peddle

our religion in a hearing lik e this— it has hurt me terribly to think

that our religion must be put on trial. I want to ask , by what author-

ity has Mr. H oudini been appointed by God or anyone else to j udge

of these people, any less than you be adj udged?

I want to say to you, Mr. H oudini, that I have no malice in my

heart toward you, and may God and the angels bless you if you

are doing the right thing and living a C hrist-lik e life;  but, before

God, I am a spiritualist and will die one. Y ou may tak e this old

body from me, but I k now that souls communicate. I k now my

loved ones communicate, or I would not be before you, and I would

a thousand times rather hear the voices of my departed sons and

daughters than tak e all the millions you could ever give me.

Tak e me in j ust a little, God, and let me give the gift Y ou have

given, and I will give it freely any time. I have done it thousands

of times. I have done missionary work  for 34 years, and I have

had my little band to k eep, and I defy any man or woman to say

that I have ever tak en money wrongfully. I have tak en money for

my time;  but it seems too much when we are placed on trial here.

To think  that our religion must be aired here and put down tc th*

records before us, and before God, I k now many of them are not

true. [ A pplause.]

I wish to say, too, that I am not here to play on any one' s sym-

pathy. I am for the honest principle j ust as much as any minister

that ever was ordained under God' s sk y, and I took  the sacred vow to

stand for the truth until the end, and the truth I will stand for,

and when God tak es this old body from me, I hope that I may be

near my children and coach them.
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I want to tell.you gentlemen, you hanorable ·gentlemen of this .com­
mittee, that this religion is as sacred to me as any man or woman's 
religion in the wide world, and I will say this, that I have never. 
questioned any man's religion. His religion is the most sacred part 
·of his life, and if it is IJ.Ot .it ought to be. · . 

I am nonsectarian, but I am a spiritualist, and will die one, and I 
know that I can not understand why spiritualists must be brought on 
trial. Mr. Weiss, or Mr. Houdini, as he calls himself, has repeatedly 
said that he is not against spiritualism as a religion. He has brought 
it up here repeatedly, and I want to say this--why should our work­
ers pay a license when no other religious reader, or anybody else,. 
pays a· license 1 I do not pay a license in the State of Pennsylvania, 
and I would not pa); a license on my religion, because I put my 
religion on as high a rank as does anybody else in the wide world. 
It has brought comfort and consolation to me and thousands of 
others, and my religion is based on the Bible, from Genesis to · 
Revelations, and I want to say to you that you do not understand 
the first principle of religion or you would not be here mocking 
and laughing at spiritualism. I can not bear to have any one stand 
up and mock at any man's religion, whether · it be Catholic or 
Protestant or Jew or Gentile, or whether it be spiritualism or some­
thing else. · 

Spiritualism is a religion out of which thousands of people to-day 
are getting their comfort and consolation. I have heard it repeat­
edly said that spiritualists communicate with the dead. I say that 
they do not. Any man or women knows that the soul is part of 
God, the divine spark within us. In the name of God, to peddle 
our religion in a hearing like this-it has hurt me terribly to think 
that our religion must be put on trial. I want to ask, by what author­
ity has Mr. Houdini been appointed by God or anyone else to judge 
of these people, any less than you be ftdjudged ~ 

I want to say to you, Mr. Houdini, that I have no malice in my 
heart toward you, and may God and the angels bless you if you 
are doiqg the right thing and living a Christ-like life; but, before 
God, I am a spiritualist and will die one. You may take this old 
body from me, but I know· that souls communicate. I know my 
loved ones communicate, or I would not be before you, and I would 
a thousand times rather hear the voices of my departed sons and 
daughters than take all the millions you could ever give me. 

Take me in just a little, God, and let me give the gift You have 
given, and I will give it freely any time. I have done it thousands 
of times. I have done missionary work for 34 years, and I have 
had my little band to keep, and I defy any man or woman to say 
that I have ever taken money wrongfully. 1 have taken money for 
my time; but it seems too much when we are placed on trial he1·e. 
To think that our religion mu!;!t be aired here and put. down tc th~ 
records before us, and before God, I know many of them are not 
true. [Applause.] 

I wish to say, too, that I am not here to play on any one's sym­
pathy. I am for the honest principle just as much as any minister 
that ever was ordained under God's sky, and I took the sacred vow to 
stand for the truth until the end, and the truth I will stand for, 
and when God takes this old body from me, I hope that I may be 
near my children and coach them. 
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I have had the proof of the continuity of life, and I have not

communicated with the dead, but my loved ones live. God I k now

lives, the God of love and truth.

I did not want to say a word to-night, but I j ust could not stand

it. It was too much for me. My religion is j ust as grand and holy

to me as to any man or woman in this place or in any other place in

all the world, and our religion should not be at stak e.

Y ou say it is not our religion.

Mr. S charbau. It is our religion.

Mrs. Marrow. N ow, I won' t say that we are legally organized, and

I have a number of work ers under me, but are there not fak es in

other religions?

N ot long ago I read in the newspapers about two ministers that

stepped on the wrong side of the path, and I want to say to you,

friends, in all seriousness before God and the religious world, that

some of you need a great awak ening, and you will never have it

until you are standing at the brink  of death and k now where your

loved ones are. I k now that is where I stood, and I k now God has

answered me, and I believe in the risen C hrist and my loved ones

live and they walk  and talk  with me. They are not dead. They aro

in my soul, and commune with me daily.

I thank  you. [ A pplause.]

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not obj ect to the proposition?

Mrs. Marrow. If that bill is not camouflaged to interfere with our

work ers, I think  it should go through.

Mr. R eid. Y our suggestion is that there be an amendment to this

that it shall not apply to spiritualism?

Mrs. Marrow. I thoroughly feel it should be put in there.

Mr. R eid. S piritualism as a religion?

Mrs. Marrow. S piritualism as a religion.

Mr. R eid. W e will insert it in there for you. Tell me what your

phraseology is. \

Mr. S charbau. That the spiritualists should practise their reli-

gion, and should be allowed

Mr. R eid (interposing). I do not think  it applies to it.

Doctor S track . I will give you a provision, the same as was offered

to the S enate.

Mr. R eid. H ave you an amendment prepared?

Doctor S track . I will give it the same as it was accepted by the

S enate committee. [ R eading:]

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include,

prohibit, or interfere with the ex ercise of the spiritual functions or offices of

any priest, minister, or acredited representative of any religion.

Mr. H ammer. It has to be general in its application.

S TA TE ME N T O F  ME S . C . H . S TO N E

Mr. R eid. A nd what is your name?

Mrs. S tone. Mrs. C . H . S tone.

Mr. R eid. N ow, if you will please give us your address.

Mrs. S tone. 3559 Tenth S treet N W .

Mr. R eid. W hat is your occupation?

Mrs. S tone. J ust a housewife.
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158 FORTUNE TELLiltG 

I have had the proof of the continuity of life, and I ha..ve not 
communicated with the dead, but my loved ones live. God I know 
lives, the God of love and truth. 

I did not want to say a word to-night, but I just could not stand 
it. It was too much for me. My religion is just as grand and holy 
to me as to any man or woman in this place or in any other place in 
all the world, and our religion should not be at stake. 

You say it is not our religion. 
Mr. ScHARBAU. It is our religion. 
Mrs. MARROW. Now, I won't say that we are legally organized, and 

I have a number of workers under me, but are there not fakes in 
other religions W 

Not long ago I read in the newspapers about two ministers that 
stepped on the wrong side of the path, and I want to say to you, 
friends, in all seriousness before God and the reli~ious world, tha.t 
some of you need a. great awakening, and you will never have it 
until you are standing at the brink of death and know where/our 
loved ones are. I know that is where I stood, and I know Go has 
answered me, and I believe in the risen Christ and my loved ones 
live and they walk and talk with me. They are not dead. They aro 
in my soul, and commune with me daily. 

I thank you. [Applause.] 
Mr. REID. You do not object to the proposition W 

Mrs. MARROW. If that bill is not camouflaged to interfere with our 
workers, I think it should go through. 

Mr. REID. Your suggestion is that there be an amendment to this 
that it she.II not apply to spiritualism~ 

Mrs. MARRow. I thoroughly feel it should be put in there. 
Mr. REID. Spiritualism as a religion~ 
Mrs. MARROW. S~iritualism as a religion. 
Mr. REID. We will insert it in there for you. Tell me what your 

phraseology is. ' · 
Mr. ScHARBAU. That the spiritualists should practise their reli- · 

gion, and should be allowed-- · . 
Mr. REID (interposing). I do not think it applies to it. 
Doctor STRACK. I will give you a provision, the same as was offered 

to the Senate. 
Mr. REID. Have you an amendment prepared~ · 
Doctor STRACK. I will give it the same as it was accepted by the 

Senate committee. [Reading:] 
Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include, 

prohibit, or interfere with the exercise of the spiritual funCtions or offices of 
any priest, minister, or acredited representative of any religion. 

Mr. HAMMER. It has to be general in its application. 

STATEMENT OF JllRS. C. H. STONE 

Mr. REID. And what is your name~ 
l\frs. STONE. Mrs. C. H. Stone. 
Mr. REID. Now, if you will please give us your address. 
Mrs. STONE. 3559 Tenth Street NW. 
Mr. REID. What is your occupation~ 
Mrs. STONE. Just a housewife. 
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Mr. Beid. Y ou are interested in this subj ect?

Mrs. S tone. I am interested in spiritualism from every stand-

point. It has been a comfort to me through a great many ills and

sorrows connected with my home life.

Mr. R eid. Y ou do not understand that that is in q uestion under

this bill?

Mrs. S tone. I understand that. S econdly, I k now

Mr. R eid (interposing). The reason I let these speak ers go on

is that I thought it would do some of the Members of C ongress

good to get some spiritual uplift. I do not think  it is germane to

the bill. S o, if you have anything

Mrs. S tone (interposing). I have, in regard to the inspiration,

in regard to everything of the uplift nature.

, Mr. R eid. H ave you anything specific as to the bill?

Mr. H ammek . It has been contended here that we have religion

on trial. N o member of the committee ever had in mind anything

about anyone' s religion. E verybody wants them to enj oy their

religion. W e are not trying your religion. It is you and some of

the witnesses that have raised that.

Mrs. S tone. The thing in q uestion, as I understand, is, how are

you going to detect the fak es and to get rid of them, if you can?

Mr. H ammer. That is it. That is the q uestion I ask ed in the

beginning.

Mrs. S tone. Y es. N ow, many people in this work  are k ind-

hearted. They wish to do good, such as Mr. H oudini does, I sup-

pose. W e will tak e it for granted that he is doing good to us, as

people of the United S tates. A t least he ex pressed himself as such.

C onseq uently?  if the outcome of this investigation does do good, we

shall thank  him, as he said.

The public are too slow, generally, to understand development

under these instances.

In the nature of inspiration, as this gentleman to the left spok e

of many times, there are wonderful stories written. There are

doctors who are able to prescribe to their patients;  there are always

people to get their diseases diagnosed;  there are different occupar

tions, able to be given a more original idea of thought;  and we

wonder where this comes from.

It must come from some divine source, and, without this divine

source, what would we do?  W e would grow dead. It is the nature

of all these people to believe in this as our spiritual advice, that it

comes from a divine source, and each one that can do anything to

help the other one, or themselves, is blessed from some unk nown

source, or he could not do it.

I have seen a materialization last summer in S t. L ouis. I had a

private sitting, & nd I had always wanted to k now the truth. I

ask ed q uestions about my own family. I ask ed q uestions about busi-

ness. I was answered absolutely true. I have proven it. I have

watched the party that told me of the spirits that returned to me—

there were seven. O ne was my mother. S he sang for me, " H e

L eadeth Me."

I have a witness to this effect in S t. L ouis. I found this woman

.that gave this materialization by accident. I said to my husband,

104123— 26 11
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FORTUNE TELLING 159 

Mr. REID. You are interested in this subject W 

:Mrs. STONE. I am interested in spiritualism from every. stand­
point. It has been a comfort to me through a great many ills and 
sorrows connected with my home life. 

}[r. REID. You do not understand that that is in question unde:r 
this bill~ 

}frs. STONE. I understand that. Secondly, I know-. -
Mr. REID (interposing). The reason I let these speakers go on 

is that I thought it· would do some. of the Members of Congress 
@:OOd to get some spiritual uplift. I do not think it is germane to 
the bill. So, if you have anything--

Mrs. STONE (mterposing). I have, in regard to the inspiration, 
in regard to everything of the uplift nature . 
. Mr. REID. Have you anything specific as to the bilU 

l\Ir. HAMMER. It has been contended here that we have religion 
on trial. No member of the committee ever had in mind anything 
a.bou~ anyone's religion~ . Everybody. ~ants th~m · to enjoy their 
religion. We are not trymg your rehg1on. . It is you and some of 
the witnesses that have raised that. 
· l\Irs. STONE. The thing -in question, as I understand, is, how are 
you going to detect the fakes and to get· rid of them, if you can' 

Mr. HAMMER. That is it. That is the question I asked in the 
beginning. · 
· Mrs. STONE. Yes. Now,. many people in this work are kind­
hearted. They wish to do good, such as .Mr. ·Houdini does, I sup­
pose. . We will .take it .for. granted that he. is doing good to us, as 
people of the United States. ,At least he.e.xpressed'himself as such. 
Consequently, if the outcome of this investigation does do good, we 
shall thank him, as he said. · 

The public are too slow, generally, to understand development 
under these instances. · 

In the nature of inspiration, as this . gentleman to the left spoke 
of many times, there are wonderful stories written. There ·are 
doctors who are able to prescri~ to their patients; there are always 
people to get their diseases diagnosed; there are different occupa; 
tions, able to be given a more original idea .of thought; and we 
wonder where this comes from. 

It must come from some divine source, and, without this divine 
source, what would we do~ We would grow dead . . It is the nature 
of nll these peopl~ to believe in this as our spiritual advice, ~hat it 
,comes from a divme source, and each one that can do anythmg to 
help the other one, or themselves, is blessed fr6m. some unknown 
.$OUrce, or he could not do it. 

I. have seen a materialization last summer in St. Louis. I had a. 
private sitting, &nd I had always wanted to know the truth. I 
asked questions about my own family. I ·a$ked questions about busi­
ness ... ' 1 was answered abs<>lutely true, ' I have proven it. I have 
watched the party that told nie of the·spil'its that returned to me-­
there were seven. One was my mother. She sang for me, "He 
J....eo:rleth : Me." , , · , 
· . .J;:have a witne~: to this effect in St: Lou.is. I found this woman 
,that ga;ve this mateiriaJfaation by accident. I said. to my husband, 

104123-26--11 
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" C ome, now, let us go to a spiritualist church and I will prove to

you, if possible, that there is no fak e in it, because they do not k now

us. W e are strangers, and if they give us any message at all, why, we

can tell whether it is a fak e or not."

But, privately, I should love to ex plain this more fully, that is,

in reference to where the religious part comes in, if one would

consider it in a religious light, which many people do. I consider

it a comfort to be enlightened by our spirit forces for our advance-

ment in everyday life, business, pleasures, health, and mak ing us able

to k eep sweet within, k nowing you will be guided aright if you

are willing to be still and listen, not always to hear a real voice,

but to ' get the right impression. It has helped me many times in

business and to bring a sweeter vibration around me to withstand

misj udgment in my belief.

S o, he said, " A ll right;  I will."  H e went with me.

I had a seat given me by accident right close to the medium. S he

had traveled 350 miles that day to get to that meeting that evening.

S he said to me, "  Y ou are going on a short trip, and then you are

going on a long trip, and it is going to be a wonderful development."

I said, " Does it entail moving" ?  A nd she said, " Y es,"  and that

about ended the message to me, and I wondered, of course, where this

short trip came in and this long trip came in, but I did k now that I

came to S t. L ouis on purpose, to tak e a trip to C alifornia on a land

deal. S he was right about that long trip, but as to the short trip, I

did not k now where it was coming in.

My husband was going back , so I said I was going to stay a few

days longer. This woman had said that she had clairvoyant circles

and also seances and materialization, so I said I was going to stay and

see this. My husband went home, and I went to see the woman, and

in a reading, as you would call it, a short time afterwards, she said

to me, " W hy didn' t you go home " ?  I said, " W hy, did you ex pect

me to go? "  S he said, "  Y es."

A nd then I saw through the whole thing. S he meant that I should

tak e the short trip back  to W ashington from S t. L ouis, and then go

from W ashington on to the coast. I did not do as she meant on

that advice, because I used my own material mind. The spirit forces

would have had me do that, because it would have meant better

things for me, coming back  home as I intended to, and there came

the message that it entailed the moving. C onseq uently, my husband

was supposed to move while I was away, and he did not do it, and

that would have made the message true j ust the same, but I did decide

that I would not go to the coast until I had come back  home, so it

positively proved her message to be true, and I did so because I had

spent so much time in S t. L ouis, with my papers to be fix ed all over

before I went W est. S o that proved that absolutely to myself.

Mr. R eid. That proved it to you?

Mrs. S tone. That proved it to me, and during the materialization,

as I said, my mother sang, " H e L eadeth Me,"  beautifully for me.

Two spirits, a gentleman' s mother whom I never saw, but I k new

the gentleman well, and my own mother, came to me, walk ed from

the corner where the materialization took  place and touched my head

with their hand. Their robes were lik e this { indicating] , their faces
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160 FORTUNE TELLING 

"Come, now, let us go to a spiritualist church and I will prove to 
you, if possible, that there is no fake in it, because thay do not know 
us. We are· strangers, and if they gi\·e us any message at all, why, we 
can tell whether it is a fake or not." 

But. privately, I should love to ·explain this more. fully, that is, 
in reference to where the religious part comes in, if one would 
consider it in a. religious light, which many people do. I consider 
it a comfort to be enlightened by our spirit forces for onr advance­
ment in ev.ery-day life, business, pleasures, health, and making us able 
to keep sweet within, knowing you will be guided aright if you 
are willing to• be still and listen, not always to hear a real voice, 
hut to 1get the right impression. It has helped me many times in 
business and to bring ·a sweeter vibration around me to withstand 
misjudgment in my belief. · 

So, he said, "All right; I will." He went with me. 
·I had a seat given me by accident ri~ht close to the medium. She 

had traveled 350 miles that day to' get to that meeting that evening. 
She said to me," You are going on a short trip, and then you are 

going on a long trip, and it is going to be a wonderful development." 
I said, "Does it entail moving"¥ And she said, "Yes," and that 

about ended the message to me, and I wondered, of course, where this 
short trip came in and this long trip came in, but I did know that I 
came to St. Louis on purpose, to take a trip to California on a land 
deal. She was right about that Ion~ trip, but as to the short trip, I 
did not know where it was coming m. 

My husband was going back, so I said I was going to stay a few 
days longer. This woman had said that she had clairvoyant circles 
and also seances and materialization, so I said I was going to stay and 
see this. My husband went home, and I went to see the woman, and 
in a reading, as you would call it, a short time afterwards, she said 
to me, "'Vhy didn't/ou go home"¥ I said, "Why, did you expect 
me to go?" She sai , "Yes." 

And then I saw: through the w.hole thing·. She meant that I should 
take the short trip back to Washington from St. Louis, and then go 
;from Washington on to the coast. I did not do as she meant on 
that advice; because I used: my own m·ateria.l' mind. The spirit forces 
would have had me do that, because it would have meant better 
things for me, coming back home as I intended to, and there came 
the message that it entailed the moving. Consequently, my husband 
was supposed to move while I was away, and he did not do it, and 
that would have made the message true just the same, but I did decide 
that I would not go to the coast until I had come back home, so it 
positively proved her message to be true, and I did so because I had 
spent so much time in St. Louis, with my papers to be fixed all over 
before I went West. So that proved that absolutely to myself. 

Mr. REID. That proved it to you 'l 
Mrs. STONE. That proved it to me, and during the materialization, 

as I said, my mother sang, "He Leadeth Me," beautifully for me. 
Two spirits, a gentleman's mother wliom I never saw, but I knew 
the gentleman well, and my own mother, came to me, walked from 
the corner where the materialization took place and touched my head 
with their hand. Their robes were like this {indicating], their faces 
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were uncovered, and their heads were covered with something white

lik e their robes;  their robes were flowing.

I thought that I would find out if there was a fak e there, that I

was going to see for myself, so I touched the garment with my

hand, and I felt j ust a creapy substance, so I thought I was sure

that that part was all right, anyway.

Mr. R eid. A  creapy substance?

Mrs. S tone. A  creepy substance, you k now, j ust lik e when it

would be creepy— lik e crepe de chine of a heavier substance would

.be— I ex pect you k now. It is lik e this material would be [ indicat-

ing] , but much heavier.

Mr. R eid. W here did you see that?

Mrs. S tone. I took  hold of the garment of the spirit that walk ed

to me and touched me.

Mr. R eid. A nd you felt his garment?

Mrs. S tone. Y es— I could have felt it, anyway, but I took  the

sleeve. C onseq uently I was sure I was right there. I wanted to

be sure;  I was not going to be fak ed, because I want the truth.

S o that circle was over, and I immediately sat down in the room.

This took  place in the basement of this woman' s house. There was

no opening whatever, because I went around and look ed. W e had

co go up from her cellar into the k itchen to get out of this room,

and there was a light in the room when the seance was on.

N ow, this woman was a very large woman, weighed about 300

pounds, and she threw so many electrons from her body threw

the ether, and this room, being so finely magnetized, for she held

those seances freq uently, the electrons from her body helped to

materialize these spirits.

If you tak e scientific research and go back  into these things, as

I have, you will k now I am telling the truth, and I wanted to k now

if it would be possible that people could come back . I k now all

things are possible with God, and if people can come back  and

we can get messages which we can hear with our ears and see

with our eyes, why should not we believe?  If it is a comfort to you

or to me or to the world, why should we close it down?

N ow, the fak es come this way. People want to mak e money, and

they are not highly developed enough to be true, and say, " I will

accept nothing but what I get honestly."  S uppose 10 telegrams

were sent in this room from some one to you, each telegram telling

the same thing ex actly.

Mr. R eid. W e get those every day.

Mrs. S tone. Y es, of course, you do— the same message every day,

written by different people?

Mr. R eid. H ad one to-day on the McF adden bill.

Mrs. S tone. But did you get 10 on the same bill?

Mr. R eid. Y es.

Mrs. S tone. A nd were they written ex actly the same way, and

did they mean the same thing?

Mr. R eid. S ent by the same propaganda.

Mrs. S tone. But did they mean the same thing?  Y ou had to

interpret them your way. That is what mediums have to do. They

have to interpret messages the best way that they can;  if they

happen to get one message on a subj ect one way and they get it
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FO'RTUNE TELLIN'G 1.61 

were uncovered, and their heads· were covered with s0mething white 
like .their robes; their robes were 6o1ving. 

I thought that I would find out if there was a fake the~~ that: I 
was going to see for myself~ so iI touched the gar:Mmt · with· :iny 
hand, and I felt just a creapy substance, so I thought I· was sure 
that.that part was all l'i~ht, anyway. · 

Mr. REID. A. creapy suostance ~··. 
Mrs. SToNE. A creepy .substanoe1 you know, just like when it 

would be creepy-like crepe de chine of a heavier su~stance would 
.be-I expect you know. .Jt is lilre· this mat.erial would be [indicat-
ing], but much. heavier. . · . ·. · · · 

Mr. REID. 'Vhere did you see thaU · 
Mrs. STONE. I took hold of the garment of the spirit that walked 

to me and touched ma. · · · · 
Mr. REID. And you felt his garment1 
Mrs~ SroNE. Yes--I could have felt it, anyway, but I took the 

sleeve. Consequently I ·was. sure I was right there. I wanted to 
be sure; I was not going · to be faked, because I want the truth. 
So that circle was over, and I immediately sat down in the room. 
This took place in the basement of this woman's house. There was 
no opening whatever, because I went a.round and looked. We had 
to go up from her cellar into the kitchen to get out of this room, 
and there was a light in the room when the seance was on. 

Now, this woman was a very large woman, weighed about 300 
pounds, _and she threw so many electrons from her body threw 
the ether, and this room, being so · finely magnetized, for she held 
those seances frequently, the electrons from her body helped to 
materialize these spirits. 

If you take scientific research and go be.ck into these things, as 
I have, you will know I am telling the truth, and I wanted to know 
if it would be P.ossible that people could come back. I know all 
things are possible with God, and if people can come back and 
we can get messages. which we can hear with our ears and see 
with our eyes, why should not we believe 1 If it is a comfort to you 
or to me or to the world, why sho'uld we close it down~ 

Now, the fakes come this way. People want to make moneI, and 
they are not highly developed enough to be true, and say, " I will 
accept nothing but what I . get honestly." Suppose 10 telegrams 
were sent in this room from some one to you, each telegram telling 
the same thing- exactly. . 

Mr. REID. We get those every day. 
Mrs. STONE. Yes, of course, you do-the same message every day, 

written by different people 1 
Mr. REID. Had one to-day on the McFadden bill. 
Mrs. STONE. But did you get 10 on the same bill¥ 
Mr. REID. Yes. 
Mrs. STONE. And were they written exactly the same way, and 

did they mean t,he same thing¥ 
Mr. REID. ·Sent by .the same propaganda. 
Mrs. STONE. But did they niean the same thing 1 You had ~ 

interpret them your way. That is what mediums have to do. They 
have to interpret messages the best way that they can; if the}.' 
happen to get one message on a subject pn.e .way and they get it 
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another way then they have to use their common sense, and no

woman has to be fooled out of $ 60,000 of money on account of

a medium.

Mr. R eid. It was not a woman, but a man. Y ou would never fool

a woman that way.

Mrs. S tone. I am glad you say that. C onseq uently, this thing

of being fooled remains many times, as this gentleman said, that

we are dumb, we are dense, we are thick -headed, and only by devel-

opment

Mr. R eid (interposing). I am going to confess

Mrs. S tone (interposing). A nd we all want to be developed

psychically, morally, and mentally.

C L O S IN G S TA TE ME N T O F  H A R R Y  H O TIDIN I

Mr;  H otj dini. Mr. C hairman, I think  there has been enough said.

. In closing my support for the bill I wish to say that there are

500,000 voteless people here in the District of C olumbia. The law

as presented there positively does not interfere with anyone' s re-

ligious beliefs. - They do put in j ok ers in laws the way they have

in a number of S tates, and there is one that I would lik e to warn the

committee against. W hen I say " warn,"  I want to amend that.

I want to read it as the j ok er law that they have in a number of

S tates. H ere' it is:

They have in ithe fortune-telling bill, Mr. C hairman and ladies and

gentlemenj  this elause^ -but let me read this first:

That whoever shall obtain money or property from another by holding

himself out as sk illed in fortune-telling by means of card reading, clairvoyancy,

astrology, spirit mediumship, or any occult science, or by any other devices

or practices whereby money is obtained from the general public by occult or

psychic powers, shall for each offense be fined not ex ceeding $ 500.

. N ow, here is the j ok er in the law placed in there by the spiritu-

alistic associations:

Provided, That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include,

prohibit, or interfere with the ex ercise of the spiritual functions or office of

any priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion: A nd provided

further, That the provisions of this act shall not be construed to include or

refer to the practice of the belief k nown as spiritualism or to any attempt at

communication with the spirit world by or through these occult mediums.

I claim, Mr. C hairman and ladies and gentlemen, that this abso-

lutely gives the spiritualist a 100 per cent power to tell fortunes

and do everything. O ne counteracts the other.

Doctor S track  said that according to the laws of Illinois— and

correct me if I am wrong— if a certain fraudulent medium escaped

j ail because she belonged to a certain spiritualistic church ,

Doctor S track  (interposing). I did not say she belonged. S he

claimed she was a spiritualist, and that is the clause that our chief

counsel ask ed me to strik e out of that amendment that I have offered.

Mr. H otj dini. Therefore, in connection with the bill that was

turned down by Governor A l S mith, Governor S mith said this in his

memorandum:

The code of criminal procedure to-day declares that persons pretending to tell

fortunes of W here lost or stolen goods may be found are disorderly pe.rsq ns.

This bill seek s to mak e them orderly persons provided they are performing the

Ge
ne

ra
te

d 
fo

r m
em

be
r (

In
di

an
a 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
) o

n 
20

14
-0

1-
01

 1
5:

48
 G

M
T 

 / 
 h

ttp
://

hd
l.h

an
dl

e.
ne

t/2
02

7/
m

dp
.3

90
15

03
16

48
87

9
Pu

bl
ic

 D
om

ai
n,

 G
oo

gl
e-

di
gi

tiz
ed

  /
  h

ttp
://

w
w

w
.h

at
hi

tr
us

t.o
rg

/a
cc

es
s_

us
e#

pd
-g

oo
gl

e

162 FORTUNE TELLING 

another way then they have to use their common sense, and no 
woman has to be fooled out of $60,000 of money on account of 
a medium. 

Mr. REID. It was not a woman, but a man. Y o'u would never fool 
a woman that way. 

Mrs. STONE. I am glad you say that. Consequently, this thing 
of being fooled remains many times, as this gentleman said, that 
we are dumb, we are dense, we are thick·headed, and only by devel­
opment--

Mr. REID (interposing). I am going to.confess--
Mrs. STONE (interposing). And we all want to be developed 

·psychically, morally, and mentally. 
. . 

CLOSIBG STATE11EBT OF HARRY ROUDI.lU 

. · MF.\ Hom>INI. Mr .. Chairman,· I think there has been enough said . 
. . ·In ·closing my support for the bill I wish to say that there are 
500,000 ·veteless people here in the District of Columbia. The law 
as .pre1ented there positively does not interfere with anyone's re­
ligious ·beliefs.: They do put Jn jokers in 'laws the way they have 
in, a ntnhb~r ol States, and there· is one that I would like to warn the 
conunitt.ee; iigainst. When I say "warn," I want to amend that. 
I want to •r-.ea4 ,it as the· joker ·Jaw that they have in a number of 
States. · ~ .H~&1.it ti6: . · · · 

They,ha-.:e in.cthe ·fottune·telling bill, Mr. Chaitman and l'-.dies and 
gentlemen;;fhis·cla.us~but let me read this first:· · · · · · 

·That whoefer shall . obtain money or property from another by holding 
bimself out as skilled in fortune·telling by means of card reading, Clairvoyancy; 
astrol0.gy, spirit mediumship, or any occult. science, · or by any other• devices 
OJ; pr~ctj.ces . whereby money is obtained from the general public .by occult or 
psychic powers, shall fo_r each oft'ense be fined not exceeding $500. 

,, Now, here is the joker in the law placed in there by the spiritu-
alistic associations: . · , . · 

Provided, That the provisions of thi$ aet shall not be construed to include, 
prohibit, or intertere· with the exercise. of the spiritual functions or office of 
any priest, minister, or accredited representative of any religion: And provided 
further, That the provisions of this act shall not. be construed to include or 
refer to the practice of the belief known as spiritualism or to· any attempt at 
cQmmunication with the spirit world by or through these occult mediums. 

· I claim, Mr. Chairman and ladies and gentJemen, that this abso· 
lutely gives the spiritualist a 100 i;>er. cent power to tell fortunes 
and do everythipg. One counteracts the other~ . . 

.Doctor Strack said that according to the laws. of Illinois-and 
correct me if I am wrong-if a certain fraudulent medium escaped 
jail because she belonged to a certain spiritualistic church--
• Doctor STRACK (interposing}. I did ·not say she belonged. She 

c;laimed she was a spiritualist, and that is the. cla-use that our chief 
counsel asked me to strike out of that amendment that I have o:frered. 

Mr. HoumNI. Therefore, in connection. with the bill that was 
tul'I).ed down by Governor Al Smith, Governor . Smith said this in his 
memorandum : ·. , .' ' I • • ·: • • • • ,. : • . ..· • . • 

·.The cod~ ~f criminal J?rOcedure to-day declares t~~t p&rsoµs prete~diM to tell 
tor~unes of. Whei:~ lost or. stolen .goods may. be . found . .ai:e disorderly ~~q~~'. 
Th1i blll .seeJts to make thimr 'ordeNy J)ersons pr'<1Vided they are perform'tng the 



F O R TUN E  TE L L IN G 163

rite or rites, or ex ercising the privileges, or performing the duties of any

branch of the ministry of any religious order. In operation it would arbi-

tarily select a relatively small number of persons arid give them'  immunity

from prosecution. R egarding it in that light, I am unable to resist the con-

clusion that it violates the C onstitution of the United S tates.

Mr. R eid. W hat does A l S mith k now about violating the C onsti-

tution of the United S tates \

Mr. H oudini. I am only repeating what he said. I do not k now.

Miss C oates. W ill you ask  him what A l S mith has to do with the

District of C olumbia?

Mr. H otj dini. That is the one you are trying to get in the District

of C olumbia. Do you want me to read it?  This is practically the

same, word for word

Mr. R eid (interposing). Y es.

Mr. H oudini (reading):

Persons pretending to tell fortunes, or where lost or stolen goods may be

found;  but the words " pretending to tell fortunes,"  as used in this subdivi-

sion, shall not be construed to mean or include any word or words used by

any person while performing the rite or rites or ex ercising the privileges or

performing the duties of any branch of the ministry of any religious order or

church Incorporated pursuant to the religious corporations law of the S tate of

N ew Y ork .

A nd he said it violates the C onstitution of the United S tates be-

cause it is class legislation.

Mr. R eid. The law, or the ex ception?

Mr. H oudini. This law that they are trying to pass in N ew Y ork .

Mr. R eid. Then they have not any law in N ew Y ork ?

Mr. H ottdhsti. They have a law. This is an amendment, to mak e

an ex ception to it.

I have not anything more.

Mrs. F ox . W hy should this bill be made to suit H oudini?

Mr. H oudini. I am calling attention to the fraudulent practices.

N ow— are you Doctor S track ?

Doctor S track . S ome call me " Doctor,"  but my title is " R ev-

erend."

Mr. H oudini. R everend S track , this morning you stated that I

? rotected the Davenport brothers, because they were friends of mine,

wish to put in evidence what I have written, and to state that the

Davenport brothers never claimed to be spirit mediums.

A nd you stated that R everend W eiss, of Philadelphia, who is no

relative of mine, said he k ick ed the book  up and it floated in the

air.

Doctor S track . I did not say Davenport did, but S lade did, and he

demonstrated it-^

Mr. H oudini (interposing). Y ou are wrong, and I wish to correct

it by having copied from this book  from pages 94 to 100 of " A

Magician A mong the S pirits,"  wherein R everend W eiss mak es

affidavit to be incorporated. [ A pplause.]

(The ex cerpt referred to is as follows:)

A ugust 18, 1923.

My Dear H oudini: Please accept from me this lock ^ book , and the lock ed

double slate, as a small tok en of comradeship, in combating spiritualistic

deception, popular superstition, and delusion.

The book  and the slate were my own. I put the lock  and hinges on the

slate, and prepared the book  and a number of other different obj ects—
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rite or rites, or exerclslng the prlvileps, or pel'fo~tng the duUes of any 
branch of the ministry of any religious order. In operation lt wol,lld arbl· 
tarlly select a. relatively small number of persons an'd give them "ttiuntinity 
from prosecution. Regarding it . in tbat light. I am _unable to. reslst the. con· 
clusion that it· violates the Constitution of. the United .States. , 

Mr. REID. What does Al Sniith know about violating .the Consti· 
tutiQn pf the United States W · . . . 

Mr. HomiiNi. I am only repeating what he se.id.. I do not know. ' 
.Mi~ CoATES. Wi1:1 Y!'>U ask him what Al Smith has to do wi~h ~e 

D1stnct of Columbia i · · . · 
Mr. HOUDINI. That' is the one you &r~ trying to get .in the District 

of Columbia. Do you want me to read it~ This is practically the 
same, word for word-· - · 

Mr. REID (interposing). Yes;· · 
Mr~'HoUDINI (reading): 

· Persons pretenditig to tell fortunes, or where lost · or stolen goods may be 
found; but the words "pretending to tell fortunes," as used tn this subdlvl­
ston, shall not be construed to mean or include any word or words used by 
any person while performing the rite or rites or exercising the privileges or 
performing the duties of any bTanch of the ministry of any religious order or 
church Incorporated pursuant· to the religious corporations law of the State of 
New York. · · 

And he said it violates.the Con8titution of the United States be-
cause it is class legislation: . 

·Mr. REID. The law, or the exceptjon ~ 
Mr. HoUDINI. This law that they are trying to~ in New York. 
Mr. REID. Then they have not any law in New YorkW 
Mr. HOUDINI. They have a. law. This is an amendment, to make 

an exception to it. · · · · 
I have not anything more. . · .. . . 
Mrs. Fox. Why should this bill be-made to suit Houdini W 
Mr. HouDINI. I am calling attention to the fraudulent practices. 
Now-are you Doctor Strackl .· . · · 

· Doctor STRACK. Some call me "Doctor," but my title is "Rev-
erend." · . . : . 

Mr. HOUDINI. Reverend. Strack, this morning you stated· that I 
protected the Davenport brothers, because they were friends of mine. 
I wish to put in evidence what I have written, and to state that the 
Davenport brothers never claimed robe spirit mediums. 

And you stated the.t :Reverend Weiss, of Philadelphia, who is no 
relative of mine, said he 1ii¢ked the book up and it. floated in the 
air. . '. . · · . 

Dpctor STRACK. I did not Sa.y Davenport did, but Slade did, and he 
demonstrated it;..-.-:-- · . · · · . 

Mr. HOUDINI (interposing). You are wrong; and I wish to correct 
it by having copied from this book from _pages 94 tp too of "A 
Magician Among the Spirits," wherein Reverend Weiss makes 
affidavit to be incorporated. , [Applause~] · 
. (The excerpt referred to is as f~llows : ) · _ · · 

A UGCBT 18, 1923. 
MY DUB Houo1N1 : Please accept from me this lock•book, and the locked 

double slate, as a · small token of comradeship, in combating spirt'toaltstlc 
deception, popular su~rstitlon, and delnslon. · 

The book ·and the slate were my own. I put the lock and hinges on the 
slate, and prepared· the book and a number of other different objects- ' · · 
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S uch as Professor Z ollner had, when he in his foolishness was

pleased to be deceived by Doctor S lade' s humbug.

In order to gain the perfect, full confidence of Doctor S lade, and to have

him give a seance in my home, and in order to counteract and overcome his

ex plicit aversion as to do writing on or between a sealed slate or a lock ed

book , I showed him letters from two eminent and confiding spiritist authors,

Dr. H einrich Tiedemann, and Tiedemann' s intimate friend,'  H udson Tuttle.

promising to me that they would be present at that seance, at 148 F airmount

A venue. , i' .

Doctor S lade had handled and inspected that book  and slate, during a

seance at my residence at 148 F airmount A venue, Philadelphia, Pa., where I,

together with Mr. W ertheimer, then a student of j urisprudence, and in

presence of other witnesses (who were concealed and not seen, nor suspected

by Doctor S lade, nor his " spirits"  detected the manipulations, pedalations

(foot, leg, and other bodily movements) and the general modus operandi of

his simple legerdemain at the seance. I had ready, for that seance, three

different suites of furniture, and thus I found out that he would, or could,

perform only at, or on, a certain k ind of plain, sq uare, or drop-leaf table

and ordinary wooden chairs or cane seat chairs.

E ach person present at seance, wrote, independent of and before com-

municating with the others, a personal, Individual report of the seance and

signed it within the nex t few days. A  day or two after, I put these papers in

my pock et and also another paper I had prepared to serve or use as Doctor

S lade' s confession to be signed by him. I went to the Girard H otel, R oom 24,

northwest corner of 9th and C hestnut S treets, Philadelphia, Pa., to have Doctor

S lade arrested for obtaining money under false pretenses, or to get him to

sign his own confession. There, in his room, N o. 24. in the Girard H otel, I

had another, a different seance, with Doctor S lade. H e again carefully

scrutinized the book  and the slate, and then, holding the book  under the table,

secretly and carefully, attempted to open the lock  with a small k ey, hidden

in his handk erchief.

Doctor S lade and his pretended spirits could not write in the book . W hile

holding it under the table, he attempted to pull out of the book  that thin,

wooden, sq uare frame I had put there at the edges of the leaves so that the

small piece of lead pencil could move about. Then, in a similar attempt, he

work ed and perspired, on, and over the double slate. H is spirits could not

write in the lock ed slate and he could not open it.

H e said " The spirits seem to be angry at your sk epticism, it' s no use to

lose more time by trying. My guide don' t want to have anything more to do

with you."

Then upon Doctor S lade' s req uest I unlock ed the slate, and he wrote in

the ordinary way, as writing generally is done in schools, two short sentences

in the slate. Then he work ed the sponge. A s he reached for the sponge,

which had been placed purposely on center of table, he held slate j ust below

ransre of vision and with the reaching for sponge, twisted slate around, blank

side on top and pretended to wipe off the sentence he had " read" , when in

fact he had written something entirely different. A nd turning the written

side downward, sleight-of-hand trick , tried to palm this off, claiming that this

is "  Genuine, independent, spirit slate writing."

Up to this time, N ovember the 4, 1882, I had shown to Doctor S lade friendly,

J oyful attentiveness. W e talk ed about some of my newspaper articles I had

published some week s before he consented to give me a seance.

. In these newspapers I had described him, Doctor S lade. as " The Modern

C agliostro, a celebrated necromancer, martyr or a charlatan, of radical free-

religious proclivities, fine manners and a humistie, witty and forceful public

lecturer and most powerful spiritistic medium, who again and again has been

and is challenging ex posures, and calling special attention to the fact that

Doctor S lade has, in his lectures, and otherwise, again and again publicly

announced that he is prepared to pay $ 1,000 to any person that can prove that

he, Doctor S lade, is a humbug, or that Doctor S lade' s " manifestations"  are

trick ery, legerdemain, humbug or in any way fraudulent."

Doctor S lade seemed to be pleased by my description. A fter some pleasant

talk  as to his appearance with scientists, k ings, and other royal persons and

rulers in E urope and his success as a lecturer and his way of living, he gave

me his address, N o. 221 W est Twenty-second S treet, N ew Y ork .
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·Such as Professor Zollner had; when·:he in his foolishness was 
plea$ed to be deceived by Doctor Slade's humbug. 
· In ·order to gain the perfeet, full dolwftdence '1f Doctor Slade, and to have 
hlm give a seance In my home, and In ordtftt to counteract and overcome hi.8 
~:i:pli~t aversion as to do wiiting OJJ 9r Qet.w~n a sealed slate Ol" •a loeked 
book, I showed him' letters from· two· etnlnen~ anp. c9nfidlng fPir1tilit ~'1thor1t, 
Dr. Heinrich Tiedemann, and Tledemann's lntfma~e friend, lludsb'd ·Tntt~. 
promWug to me that tbey •odld. be p1Msent 1a11 tbat seflnce, at 1118 l'alrhlonnt 
Avenue. ~ · , 1· • • • • • ' r 
"Doctor Slade had handled' 'and.' inspected that book and, sljtte., durmg f. 

seance 't my residence at 148 Fairmount Avenue, Phfladelphia., ?a., 1w)\ere , 
togetb@t wlth Mr. Wertheimer, 'theri a stMent of jutlsprU'detJ~e. an:d in 
·Pt~ce of other witne!iSes: (iwbo 'ln!N co~ealed· and not seen, net4 91l&pected 
by Doctor Slade, nor his " spirits " detected the manipula.tlo•s1 pedalatlODtJ 
(foot, leg,. and other bodily movements) a~d 1th~ general mQdUit,pp8.'1At ,of 
his simple legerdemain at the seance. I' had ready, for that seanee·, tkree 
different suites of furniture, and thus I found out that· he 'W6u1d, or could, 
pert9rm only ._t, or on, a certain k.lnd ~: p}lllni square, .or drop-leaf t"ble 
and ordinary wooden chairs or cane· seat cb.al.J:'1!- . 
. Each person present at . seance ... wtot.e, independent of and before oom­

.municatlng with the others, a personal,, ~dividual report of tbe seance and 
signed lt within the next few days. A day or two after, I put these papers in 
my pocket and also another paper I had prepared to serve or use as Doctor 
Slade's confession 'to be signed by him. ·1 went to the Girard Hotel, Room 2', 
northwest corner of 9th and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia, Pa., to have Doctor 
Slade arrested for obtaining money ·1111det fe;U;e tn'etense8, •r to ·get llftn to 
sign bis own confession. There, in his room, No. M. in the Gira.rd ·liotel, I 
had another, a different seance, wl!ll J?.~tor Slade. He again · ~aretully 
scrutinized the book and the slate, and then, holding the book under tbe table, 
secretly anc1 carefully, attempted to open the lock with a Blllall key, hidden 
in his handkerchief. ' 

Doctor Slade and his pretended spirits cowd not write In the book. While 
holding it under the table, he attemptec) to pull out of the book that thin, 
wooden, square frame I had put there at the edges of the leaves sa that the 
small piece of lead pencil could move abo~t. · Then, in a similar attempt, he 
worked and perspired. on, and ov•r the double Alate. Hts spirits could not 
.write 1n the locked slate and he oouJ.d DQt open ·It. · 

He said " The spirits seem to be angry at your skepticism, .it's no use to 
lose more time by trying, My guide don't want to have anything more to do 
with you." '· 

Then upon Doctor Slade's request I unlocked the slate. and be wrote In 
the ordinary way. as writing genera.Uy· ls doae in schools, two short sentebces 
in the slate. Then he worked the sponge. As he reached for the !Jponge, 
whi<'h had been placed purposely on center of table. be held slate Just below 
range of vision and with the reacliingo for sponge, twisted slate around, blank 
side on top and pretended' to wipe aft the · 111ente'ilce he had ••, tead '', when In 
fact he bad written eomethmg eniltflY . dttferent. And turning the written 
side downward, sleight-of-hand trick, trl,d .to p.tl.In this off, claiming that this 
'ts " Genuine, independent, spirit slate writing: ' · · 

Up to this time, November the 4, 1882, I had shown to Doctor Slade friendly, 
·Joyful attentivenen. We talked •bout ~m.e of· lily. newspaper afUct.es I bad 
published some weeks before he consented to give me · a seAnce . . 
. . ,In these newspapers I had descri~d ·:iiim. Doctor Slade. as " Tb~ Mo,tern 
Cagliostro, a celebrated necromancer, martyr ·or a charlatan, of radlcal tree­
tellgious proclivities, ftne manners ·and · ~ · hu~l'stic, witty aud forcef'Ul publlc 
leeturer and most powerful sptrlttstlc medtu.rn; ·\\'ho again and again ha8 been 
and ls challenging exposures, and ~lli.-i«i spe<tW . attention to the fact that 
Doctor Slade has, in bis lectures, and otherwise, again and again publicly 
ann(lunced that he ls prepared to pay $1,000 to any person that can prove that 
be, D<>ctor Slade, ls a humbug, or that Doctor Slade's " manifestations " are 
·trl~ry, leiferdemain, humbug or in any way frauduleDt." . . 
' .Di*-tQr Slade seemed to be pleaBed by my description. . After swn~ pleasant 
talk as to ' his appearance with sclen.tlsts, ~~~, and other royal persons and 
rulers in Europe and his success as a lecturer and bis way of Uvlq, he gave 
me his address, · No. 221 .west TWe11ty-aecc:md. Street, New York~ 
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.Then I ask ed Doctor S lade that W e change roles, he to tak e my place and

be the investigator and I to play the " medium,"  there, in his room, as an

" ex periment."

Doctor S lade also said that if I could overcome my sk epticism I would be

a good " psychic,"  having " mediumistic"  gifts.

I suggested that he should watch me carefully and then honestly tell me,

as to the effect and impression my (manifestations, could or would be produc-

ing on his mind, and eventually on the outcome of the " spiritualistic, the

hanuonial, philosophy,, or so-called, scientific religion of the S pirits."

Then, to his consternation, I, earnestly, by actual demonstration, reproduced

every one of his manifestations, ex actly, and by the same modus operandi,

as I, and my witnesses had seen and, detected, as Doctor S lade had performed

them. H e ask ed me, how, and by what means we detected his " occult"

or secret mode, or " process of wonder work ing"  or miracle?  I mentioned

that he had positively refused,.to try any " ex periment,"  on the first and

second sets of tables and chairs, and had req uested me to substitute them

by a plain k itchen table and chairs of a certain construction,'

I told him that I had bored observation holes in the corners of the panels,

particularly so through the lower corners, in the parlor doors, the floor, ceil-

ing and other places from where my concealed witnesses observed, and have

seen ex actly all the movements /at his feet, hands, etc., below and above- the

table;  saw how he raised (" floated" ) Mr. W ertheimer sitting in the chair,

saw how he, Doctor S lade, with his foot upset chairs, k ick ed a book  (ex tending

over the edge of the table), tossed a slate pencil from the edge of the table

from a slate held under and at the edge of the table, etc.

Doctor S lade now turned very pale and wiping off the thick  perspiration

from his forehead and face, said: " W ell, what of it? "  A nd rashly ask ed*

' ' W here were H udson Tuttle and Dr. H . Tiedemann? "  I reminded him O f th«

fact that they had sent an ex cuse, being unable by reason of unforeseen cir-

cumstances to attend that seance in my house. ' -„

Then I sternly gave him the alternative, that either he sign his own confes-

sion as to the fact that he has during the many years in his career as a

professional spirit medium and in everything he had professed or pretended

to be " genuine "  spiritistic or spiritualistic, deceived and defrauded the public.

I read the confession to him and sternly demanded: '  "  E ither you sign this

or you will be put behind the bars."

" C O N F E S S IO N

" The undersigned, H enry S lade, k nown professionally as Dr. H enry S lade,

the powerful spiritistic medium, by reason of the force of unfavorable cir-

cumstances, years ago became a spiritualistic slate-writing (etc.) medium

and spiritistic lecturer, and he herewith confesses that all his pretended

spiritualistic manifestations were and are deceptions, performed through trick s.

" (S igned) H . S lade."

L . R . W eiss had also stipulated that he, Doctor S lade, promises to discontinue

his present dishonest, criminal method of gaining a livelihood by preying on

the superstition of spiritualists and through the gullibility of the public. Doc-

tor S lade then remonstrated and said that I could not affect his standing in the

eyes of those who had seen and believed his manifestations, mentioning the

C zar of R ussia and others of world prominence.

I then walk ed to the door, signifying that my part of the interview and

argument was ended, and also conveying the impression as to my intention to

have him arrested.

H e then changed his attitude, and in. a cringing manner he pleaded with me

to have mercy on him, as he had only this one method of earning a livelihood.

A ll of this, and his pleading, was so strenuous that he fell in a dead faint.

Then, after I revived him out of a genuine fainting spell, he begged me to

desist from having him arrested and then, he signed the confession.

R emigius W eiss.

Mr. R eid. The committee will now.adj ourn, to meet at the call of

the chairman.

(W hereupon, at 11.35 o' clock  p. m., the subcommittee adj ourned

to meet again at the call of the chairman.),
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FOBTUNE: 'l'JULillG J65 

.Thl"ll I asked Doctor Slade·tbat #e cbange rOles, he to take my place and 
be the investigator and I to play the "mediam/' tttere, tn ·his room, H an 
"experiment." · · · - · . · 

Doctor Slade also said that if I eould. · oYercome my · mp&lclsm I would be 
-a good "psychic," llaving "~diull)lstw" gift,!\.• , . . : : . . , . 

I :mgg~~d that h~ should wa~ll . .mtt .~a~efuUy. &Jld tb.ftJJ 4o.oestly mlL ine, 
as tQ the eifect aud inmression UJiY 1•u•~f.el'Uitio:pt11 opuld or w~•ld be p~ 
l~ on' his mbld, .a•d eventually on· ·tbe :outx?ome .ot. tM ~,· splrltuiillst;lc,. ~:tbe 
:JiarmoQial, philosophy,. or S8-~\lefl, ,,-icl~ntUlc ~n i>t ·r tM iJpidt.11.'" . 

'J,'hen, to his coo.sternatiou,. I, .earnestly. by a<.1:ual demonstlation. rep~oced 
~v~y- one of: bift manifestaUons,· exiwtly. apd by the. same QJOdua oSHtreuuU, 
as I, and my witn~ had s~n -.n~. ~Wctftti1 ·as. iDoctor S.14d~ bad pedormed 
them. He asked me, how, and by what means w&··~ed'. :bls :•occult .~' 
or· 1*l<!ret mode, or "process af .wwder' :workmg:h or,.°'lracle? I .meiitioned 
ib,.t .he .had positively refU11ed,. tc» .P'~ any "e~pel'i~ 11 9la, t}le: fi* anj 
secohd sets. of tables and chairs, and had requested me to substltUte them 
by a plai'n kitchen table and chair1:1' of 'q·eertajn·ctuistru!Ttlon, · · · · 

I told him that I had bored observatfon holes in' 'the' oorners or· the panels, 
pt!'tieula.fly so through the IQwer (!&l'ntrs,. in t,he parlor (lt)()ra, tlae.floor; ceil­
ing nnd other plaeee from where· ·mr oonoealed . witnesses. o&lilen'e., and 1lfrfe 
deeP esao,ly all the moT.e:ments:pf kJs .feet.~. etc., bel~ ,and above•1tbe 
table; saw bow he raililed ( ·~ ikla.ted ") llr1 W:ertbshlJer .BittioaJ .In tbe cblllr~ 
saw how he, Doctor Slade, with his foot upset cbaln!I, Wcked a book (extending 
~ver the edge of . the ·table),. .tlo@Sed a 11lat.e ·petMtil fr.om the edge ot.. the table 
.from a slate. held under ·and at th& ed~ at the table, et£~ 
.. _ .. ~tor· Slade now tttrned. very pale ana, W·ipkig otr,: the tbkk ·Perspiration 
·from hi& forehead and face. sllld :· "·Well, whe.t of lt?" And rashly asked.· 
"1 Where -.vere Hudson Tuttle and·Dll. IL 'J!'ieciemann ?" I reminded him ,of ~ 
fact that they had sent an excuse, belDg . BD&:ble by reason: of unfo:reMeeD ell'.-
wmstances to attend that seance in· my h011se. · r .. 
1 .Then I sternly gav.e htm the alte.rnatiTe. tbat-·either he si~ bis own confes­
sion as to the fact that he has during the many ye11ra in his career as a 
professional spirit medium and in everything he had professed or pretended 
to be "genuine " .spiritistic or spirituallstk, deceived and defrauded the public. 
I read .. the· confesston to· him and --stemly demanded:·" Either · you ·sign this 
pr yqµ will be put behind)he bars." . , 

" CONFESSIOJlt 
. . 

"The undersigned, Henry Slade, kilown professionally· as Dr. Henry ·s1ade, 
the powerful spirltistic medium, bf reason of the force of pnfavorable clr­
cnmstances, years ag9 became a splrttualistlc. slate-writing' (etc.). me4iuiµ 
and spiritistlc lecturer, and he herewith confesse~ that alt' his pretended 
splrltualtstic manifestations were and are deceptions, 'performed through tricks. 

"(Signed) H. SLADE." 

L. R. Weiss had also stipulated that he, Doctor Slade, ptoltlises to dtseontinne 
his present dishonest, criminal: method of gainipg a UveWlood 11' preying on 
the· euperstitlon of .spiritualists and through the g.ullibility of·tlle public. Doc­
ter Slade tben ~monstrated and ea.id that I c4>uld .not &JJect Ills standlug in the 
4'J'M of those who bad seen and bel.ieived bis maaifest:Adona, mentioning ,~ 
Czar of Russia and others of world prominence. 

I then walked to the door, signifyiug that my.. part of the interview and 
· argument was ended, ~pd_~lso convey~ .the,~essioq as tQ .P11 inten~iqn to 
have him arrested. . . , . , , . . .. 

He then changed his ~ttitude, an<J. iQ. ~ , cring~JU~ ,:i;nannei: he pleaded wltl>.: me 
to have mercy on him. as he had only. this one ~ethod ~f earnlng a livelihood. 
.All ot this, and his pleading, was . .s9 stren~ous tbat be t~ll ln a dead faint. 

Then, after I revived 'him out. of a genuine fainting spell, he begged Die to 
desist from having him arrested and then he signed the confession. 

' :.,. . . . . ' ~IUll WJ:Ifi118. 

Mr. REID. The' committ~ will now. adjourn, tQ ~ at the· call• of 
the chairman. · · · · " ' · · · ·' ' · 

(Whereu.~xm, at ll.35 Q'cl0ck ·P.... 114,' the subcomm~tee adjourned 
t-0 meet agam at.the call of che -chairman.)', .. " · ' 

i ·I IJll. I · I 
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W ashington, D. O ., May 21, 1926.

To the C hairman and Membebs of the

C ommittee of the District of C olumbia.

H ouse of R epresentatives, W ashington, D. C .

Gentlemen: In behalf of Mrs. J entie Brewer, a citizen of the District of

C olumbia, who is engaged in the practice of palmistry at 1207 E  S treet, N W .,

W ashington, D. C , under the name of Madam J eannette, and other persons

engaged in similar practice in the District of C olumbia I respectfully S ubmit

the following brief in opposition to a bill entitled " A  bill amending subchapter

5 of the C ode of L aw of the District of C olumbia, as amended to J une 7, 1924,

relating to offenses against public policy,"  the same being H . R . 8989, S ix ty-

ninth C ongress, first session, upon which your honorable committee is now

holding a public hearing.

In order to a clear discussion of the separate parts of this bill and of the

reasons upon which opposition is founded, I q uote the bill as printed, to wit:

" A  BIL L  A mending subchapter 5 of the C ode of L aw of the District of C olumbia, as

amended to J une 7, 1924, relating to offenses against public policy

" Be it enacted by the S enate and H ouse of R epresentatives of the United

S tates of A merica in C ongress assembled, That subchapter 5 of the C ode of

L aw for the District of C olumbia, as amended to J une 7, 1924, relating in

offenses against public policy, be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding

thereto a new section, as follows:

" A ny person pretending to tell fortunes;  where lost or stolen goods may be

found;  any person who, by game or device, sleight of hand, pretending, fortune

telling, or by any trick  or other means, by the use of cards or other imple-

ments or instruments, fraudulently'  obtains from another person property of

any description;  any person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for

protection, or to unite the separated, shall be considered a disorderly person.

A ny person violating the provisions of this law shall be punished by a fine

not to ex ceed $ 250 or by imprisonment not to ex ceed six  months, or by both

such fine and imprisonment."

TH E  PR E S E N T L A W

S ince the foregoing bill constitutes remedial legislation, it is necessary in

order to j udge the necessity for its enactment into law to observe the present

state of the law.

The following is q uoted from the act of C ongress approved J uly 1, 1902

(32 S tat. 622).

" S ec. 7. That no person shall engage in or carry on any business, trade,

profession, or calling in the District of C olumbia for which a license tax  is

imposed by the terms of this section without having first obtained a license so

to do.

*******

" Par. 5. That all licenses granted under the terms of this section must be

conspicuously posted on the premises of the licensee. S aid licenses shall be

accessible at all times for inspection by the police or other officers duly author-

ized to mak e such inspections. L icensees having no located place of business

shall ex hibit their licenses when req uested to do so by any of the officers above

named.

* * * * * * *

" Par. 32. That mediums, clairvoyants, southsayers, fortune tellers, or palm-

ists, by whatsoever name called, conducting business for profit or gain, directly

or indirectly, when permitted to practice their calling in the District of C olum-

bia, shall pay a license tax  of twenty-five dollars per annum: Provided, That

no license shall be issued without the approval of the maj or and superintendent

of police.

*******

" Par. 47. That any person violating any of the provisions of this section

shall, on conviction thereof in the,police court of the District of C olumbia, be

punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each offense,

and in default of payment by imprisonment not ex ceeding 30 days, in the dis-

cretion of the court, ex cept as otherwise provided in this section."

F rom the foregoing it appears that for the past 24 years the classes of

persons whose professions and practices are the obj ects of condemnation in
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166 FORTUNE TELLING 

, WA.llHINGTOi-., D. C., May !1, 19!6. 
To the CHAIRMAN AND Ml:HBl:BS OF THE 

CoHMITTEE 01' THE DISTRICT 01' COLUMBIA.. . 
· HOtHe of Bepreaeneanvea, Wa11'W1Qton.. D. 0. 

GENTLJJMllN: In behalf of Mrs. Jentte Brewer, a citizen of the District of 
Columbia, who ls engaged in· the practice of· palmistry at 1207 E Street, NW., 
·Washington, D .. c,,· under the name of Madam Jeannette, and other persons 
·en.gagett 'fn simllar· 'Pi&et'fue\ In· ttle· Uitltricf' ofUO&fumlfta I ·~my. fibiftlt: 
the following brief in opposition to a bill ~ntitled "A bill amending subchapter 
ft of the Code of ·Law of the District of Columbia, as amended to June 7, 1924, 
relating to offenses against public· poltcy," the same being H. R. 8989, Sixty­
nlnth Congress, flrl!lt session, upon which your honorable committee is now 
holding a publlc hearing. 

In order to a clear discussion of the separate parts of this blll and of the 
:reasons upon which opposition ls founded, <I- quote the blll as printed, to wit : 

' ' , 

"A BILL Amending aubcbapter .ii of the Code 'of. Law of the District of Columbia, u 
. amended to June T, .1924, relating to ?_l'fel:lses against public policy 

"Be U enGCte4 by the Sen.de and Howe of Bepreseta.ta.t""81 of the Unifefl 
8tate1 of AmeriM m Oon.gre81 aasemblecl, That subchapter 5 of the Code of 
Law for the -Distrlet of ·Columbia, as 1lm~ed to June 7, 1924, relating tn 
oflenses agalrurt :Public policy:,· be, alid the ·same ts hereby, amended by adding 
thereto a new section, as follows : 
. "Any person pretending to tell fortunes ; where lost or stolen goods may be 
found ; any person who, by game or device, sleight of hand, preteJlding, fortune 
telUng; . or by. any trick or other means. by the use of · cards 01» other lmple­
metft8· or . tnstru~ntli;: ri-&UdoUlitly'. otltatns 1'11om .anotb«: ·jerson~· pr61)ert¥ of 
any description ; any person pretending to remove spells, or to sell charms for 
protection, or to unite. the separated, shall be considered a disorderly ~rson. 
Any person violating the provisions of this law shall be punished . by a tine 
not to exceed $200 or by Imprisonment not to exeeed six months, or by both 
sueh fine an_d impl',lsonment." 

THW PRESENT LAW 

Since the foregoing bill constitutes remedial legislation, it is necessary In 
order to judge the necessity for its ena~tment into law to observe the present 
state of the law. 

The following is quoted. from the act of Congress approved July 1, 1002 
(32 Stat. 622). . . · 

" SEC. 7. Tb.at. no : person. shall engage f:n or carry on any business, trade, 
profession, or C11.lllrig in· tile District of Columbia for which a license tax is 
imposed by the 'terms of this section without having first obtained a license so 
to do. ' · 

• • • • • • • 
" P AB. 5.- That all licenses .granted under the terms of this section must be 

conspleoousty· :Posted on the ·pl-emlsee ·or the ·ucerisee. ·· Said lieen~s · shall»~ 
accessible at all times for inspection by the police or other officers duly author­
ized to make such inspections.· Licensees having no located place of business 
nail exhibit their 'li<!enses when requested to do so by any of the officers above 
ll~. . . .. . '. . . . . 

"P AB. 82. That mediums, cltHi'voyants, ·soothsayers-, fortune tellers, or palm­
ists, by whatsoever. name called, conducting business for profit or gain, directly 
or iridlre~tly, when permitted· to practice their calling in the District of Colum­
bia, shall Jiay a license tax of twenty-five dollars per annum : Provided, That 
no ltcense shall be issued without the approval of the major and superintendent 
of~~· . 

• • • • • • • 
"PAR. 47. ·Thaf :any person violating any of the provisions of this section 

shall, on oon'1.cijon thereof in th~,pollce ~'Urt of the District of Colµmbla, be 
punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars for each offense, 
and ln default of payment by imprisonment not exc~lng 30 days, in the dis· 
cretion of the l!OO.rt, except as ·otherwise' provided in this section." 

From the foregotng it apt>CYara · that ter .. ~e· ,11ast-·.24, :JearsAhe .cl1Ut181 <Of 
persons whose professions and practices are the objects of condemnation in 
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this proposed legislation having been licensed by the authority of the C ongress

and have operated subj ect to the approval of the S uperintendent of Police of

said District.

A s to that part of the bill which deals with obtaining property fraudulently

by any of the several means therein stated, the following statutes which are

in force in the District of C olumbia are q uoted.

F rom the District of C olumbia C ode.

" S ec. 842. F alse pretenses: W hoever, by any false pretense, with intent to

defraud, obtains from any person anything of value, or procures the ex ecution

and delivery of any instrument of writing or conveyance of real or personal

property, or the signature of any person, as mak er, indorser, or guarantor, to

or upon any bond, bill, receipt, promissory note, draft, or check , or any other

evidence of indebtedness, and whoever fraudulently sells, barters, or disposes of

any bond, bill, receipt, promissory note, draft, or check , or other evidence of

indebtedness, for value, k nowing the same to be worthless, or k nowing the

signature of the mak er, indorser, or guarantor thereof to have been obtained

by any false pretenses, shall, if the value of the property or the sum or value

of the money or property mentioned, or described in the instrument so ob-

tained, procured, sold, bartered, or disposed of is thirty-five dollars or upward,

be imprisoned not less than one year or not more than three years;  or, if less

than that sum, shall be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned

for not more than one year."

The attention of the committee is respectfully drawn to sections 863, 864, 805,

866, 867, 868 and 869 of the District of C olumbia C ode, in which punishment

is provided for the conduct of lotteries, gaming, of all sorts ,the setting up of

gaming tables, confidence games, betting, etc., in which all of the games, devices

and trick s which would fall within the language of the part of the bill under

discussion appear embraced. S o th:it, it would appear that the only act con-

demned by that part of the bill now under discussion for which there is no

ex isting criminal legislation is that relating to " pretending"  and " fortune

telling."  F or the convenience of the C ommittee, I q uote below the sections of

the C ode above referred to:

" S ec. 863, L otteries: If any person shall within the District k eep, set up,

or promote, or be concerned as owner, agent, or clerk , or in any other manner,

in managing any policy lottery or policy shop, or shall sell or transfer any

Tick et, certificate, bill, tok en, or other device purporting or intended to guar-

antee or assure to any person or entitle him to a chance of drawing or obtain-

ing a prize, to be drawn in any lottery, or in the game or device, or shall,

for himself or another person, sell or transfer, or shall aid in selling, ex chang-

ing, negotiating, or transferring a chance or tick et in or share of a tick et in

any policy lottery or any such bill, certificate, tok en, or other device, he shall

be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned not more than

three years, or both.

S ec. 864. If any person shall k nowingly permit, on any premises under his

control in the District, the sale of any chance or tick et in or share of a tick et

in any lottery or policy lottery, or shall k nowingly permit any lottery or policy

lottery or policy shop on such premises, he shall be fined not less than fifty

dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than

one year, or both.

S ec. 865. Gaming: W hoever shall in the District set up or k eep any gaming

table, or any house, vessel, or place, on land or water, for the purpose of gam-

ing, or gambling device commonly called A BC , faro bank , B O , roulette,

eq uality, k eno, thimbles, or little j ok er, or any k ind of gaming table or

gambling device adapted, devised and designed for the purpose of playing any

game of chance for money or property, or shall induce, entice, and permit any

person to bet or play at or upon any such gaming table or gambling device,

or on the side of or against the k eeper thereof, shall be punished by imprison-

ment for a term of not more than five years. ' .

S ec 866. W hoever in the District k nowingly permits any gaming table,

bank , or device to be set up or used for the purpose of gaming in any house,

building, vessel, shed, booth, shelter, lot, or other premises to him belonging

or by him occupied, or of which at the time he has possession or control, shall

be punished by imprisonment in the j ail for not more than one year or by a

fine not ex ceeding five hundred dollars, or both.

S ec, 867. Three-card monte, and so forth: W hoever shall in the District

deaf, play, or practice, or be in any manner accessory to the dealing or practic-

ing, of the confidence game or swindle k nown as three-card monte, play, or
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FORTUNE TELLING 167 

this proposed legislation having been licensed by the authority of the Congresa 
and have operated subject to the approval of the Superintendent of Police of 
said District. 

As to that part of the bill which deals With obtaining property fraudulently 
by any of the several means therein stated, the following statutes which are 
in force in the District of Columbia are quoted. 

From the District of Columbia Code. 
" SEc. 842. False pretenses : Whoever, by any false pretense, with Intent to 

defraud, obtains from any person anythf ng of value, or procures the execution 
and delivery of any instrument of writing or conveyance of real or pemonal 
property, or the signature of any person, as maker, indorser, or guarantor, to 
or upon any bond, bill, receipt, promissory note, draft, or check, or any other 
evidence of indebtedness, and whoever fraudulently sells, barters, or disposes of 
any bond, bill, receipt, promissory note, draft, or check, or other evidence of 
indebtedness, for value, knowing the same to be worthless, or knowing the 
signature of the maker, indorser, or guarantor thereof to .have been obtained 
by any false pretenses, shall, if the value of the property or the sum or value 
of the money or property mentioned, or described in the instrument so ob­
tained, procured, sold, bartered, or disposed of is thirty-five dollars or upward, 
be imprisoned not less than one year or not more than three ·years; or, if less 
than that sum, shall be fined not more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned 
for not more than one year." 

The attention of the committee is respectfully drawn to sec.tions 863, 864, 866, 
866, 867, 868 and 869 of tl1e District of Columbia Code, in which punishment 
is provided for the conduct of lotteries, gaming, of all sorts ,the setting up of 
gaming tables, confidence games, betting, .etc., in which au of the games, devices 
and tricks which would fall within the language of tile part of the bill under 
discussion appear embraced. So that, it would appear that the only act" con­
demned by that part of the bill now under discussion for which there is no 
existing . criminal legislation Js that rela.ting to " pretending " and " fortune 
telling." For the convenience of tbe Committee, I quote below the sections of 
the Code above referred to : ' 

" SEc. 863, Lotteries : If any person shall within the District keep, set up, 
or promote, or be concerned as owner, agent, or clerk, or in any other manner, 
in managing any policy lottery or policy shop, or shall sell or transfer any 
ticket, certificate, bill, token, or other device purporting or intended to guar­
antee or assure to any person or entitle him to a chance of drawing or obtain­
ing a prize, to be drawn in any lottery, or in the game or device, or shall, 
for himself or another. person, sell or transfer, or shaU ai(j in selling, excliang­
lng, negotiating, or transferring a chance or ticket in or share of a ticket in 
any policy lottery or any such bill, certificate, token, o~ other device, he shall 
be fined not more than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned not more than 
three years, or both. . 

SEC. 864. If any person shall knowingly permit, on any premises under his 
control i.n the District, the sale of any chance or tick.et in or share of a ticket 
in any lottery or policy lottery, or shall knowingly permit any lottery or policy 
lottery or policy shop on such premises, he shall be fined not less than fifty 
9ollars nor more than fixe hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not more than 
one year, or both. 

SEc. 865. Gaming: Whoever sbnll in the District set ·up or k~ any gaming 
table, or any house, vessel, or place, on land or water, for the purpose of gam­
ing, or gambling t'levice . commonly called A B C, faro bo.nk, E 0, roulette, 
equality, keno, thimbles, or little joker, or any kind of gaming table or 
gambling device adapted, devised and designed for the purpose of playing any 
game of chanee for money or property, or shall induce. entice, and permit aicy 
person to bet or play at or upon any such gaming table or gambling device, 
0r on the side of or against the keeper thereof, shall be punish•d by imprison· 
ment for a term of not more thnn five years. . . . . . . . 

SEC. 866. Whoever . in , th~ District knowingly permits aµy gaming table, 
bank, or device to be set up or used for the purpose of gaming in any ~ouse, 
bµilding, vessel, sb.ed, booth, shelter, lot, o~ other premi~ to Jllm . belonging 
Qr by him occupied, or of which at the time he has possession or control, shall 
be. p:anislled by imprisonm.ent in the jail for not Di.ore than one. year .o.r by a 
tine not ex~.e.~Cling .five bQndred dollars, . ~:r botb. '· . · . . . " 
. -.sw,,867."Three-carg .monte, and. §9. ; f~tb: Wqoever :sllaJ.l in tlle ·Dis~iet 
<lea1, play, or pra"Ctlce, or be in any manner accessory to the dealing or practic­
ing, of the confidence game or swindle known as three-card monte, play, or • 
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practice, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a

fine not ex ceeding one thousand dollars and by imprisonment for not more

than five years. . .' '

S ec. 868. W hat is Gaming Table.-— A ll games, devices, or contrivances at

which money or any other thing shall be bet or wagered shall be deemed a

gaming table within the meaning of these sections;  and the courts shall con-

strue the preceding sections liberally, so as to prevent the mischief intended

to be guarded against. ,

S ec. 869. Pool S elling, and so forth.— It shall be unlawful for any person

or association of persons to bet, gamble, or mak e book s or pools on the result

of any trotting or running race of horses, or boat race, or race of any k ind,

or on any election, or any contest of any k ind, or game of base ball. A ny

person or association of persons violating the provisions of this section shall

be fined not ex ceeding five hundred dollars or be imprisoned not more than

ninety days, or both."

S UBS TA N C E  O F  TH E  BIL L

Beginning at line 7, the first clause of the bill is unintelligible unless the

word " or"  be inserted between the words " fortune"  and " where."  The

second clause of the bill relates to subj ects for which there is adeq uate ex ist-

ing legislation ex cept as to " pretending"  and " fortune telling."  S o read, the

subj ects which are the obj ects of the bill' s condemnation are:

1. Pretending to tell fortunes.

2. Pretending to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found.

3. By pretending, to fraudulently obtain property.

4. By fortune telling, to fraudulently obtain property.

5. Pretending to remove spells.

6. Pretending to sell charms for protection.

7. Pretending to unite the separated.

W e consider these in their order, but first observe that, with the ex ception

of N os. 3 and 4, the condemnation of the bill is directed wholly against " pre-

tending,"  whether for a consideration or not, whether by holding out to the

public as a profession or in private for amusement, and without regard to the

q uestion whether the pretence was relied upon by anybody else, or whether

or not such " pretending"  resulted in loss or damage to any person. The

language of the bill would apparently apply eq ually to the play of children,

the amusement of adults, or the credulity of those who have learned to rely

upon premonition and presentiment, of whom there are many.

1. Pretending to tell fortunes, or the telling of fortunes, would include

the old game of apple seeds, the tea grounds in the cup, and many other,

practices. If it be understood to relate to future happenings, affecting the

lives of persons, so as to embrace all foretelling, then it will apply to the

prognosis of the physician, forecasts of the weather, predictions of the state

of the mark ets, and whether or not she will be happy if married. If we are

to be condemned, and fined, and imprisoned for pretending, at least we ought

to k now what sort of pretense it is that we are condemned for.

2. Pretending to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found is to be made

an offense;  so that to swear out a search warrant would itself be in violation

of the language of the bill;  unless the bill is actually intended to convey only

a limited meaning which its framers did not see fit to mention.

3. To obtain property fraudulently by pretending. But what is " pretending,"

standing alone and unless ex plained. Pretending what?  If it relates to

future matters, then the clause is repugnant, for it has long been established

that one can not well be defrauded by statements as to things to happen in

the future, since one man' s guess is as good as another' s.

4. To obtain property fraudulently by fortune telling presents a k notty

problem. If the statements of the fortune teller relate to past or present

facts, then there is already legislation to cover it. If the statements relate to

future matters only, then this clause falls within the situation discussed in

N o. 3.

5. Pretending to remove spells, and pretending to sell charms for protection,

are matters, so far as they are understood, with which my clients are not

especially concerned. It is understood that some persons, of whom there are

only a few, suffer the delusion of being under a " spell,"  and seem to believe

that certain " charms"  will remove the spell. If this legislation could be
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practice, shall be .deemed guilty· bf a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a 
fine. not exceeding one thousand. dollars.. and by imprisonment for not more 
than five years. 

· SEC. 868 •. ·What :ds Gaming Table.--All game:t1, devices, or contrivances •1t 
w;hl('.b money or any other thing shall be bet. or wagered shall be deemed a 
gaming table within the meaning ·of these sections; and the courts shall con~ 
strue the preceding sections liberally, so as to prel"ent the mischief intended 
to be guarded against .. • . · 

SEC. 869. Pool Selling, and so forth.-It shall b~ unlawful for any person 
or association of persons to bet, gamble, or make books or pools on the ·result 
of a,ny tr.otting or running. race of horses, or boat race, or race of any kind. 
or. on any election, or any contest of any kind, or game of base ball. Any. 
person or association· of persollB violating the provisions of this section shaU 
be :fined not exceeding five hundred. dollars or be imprisoned not more than 
ninety days, or both." 

SUBSTANCE OF THE BILL 

Beginning at line 7, the first clause of the bill is unintelligible unless the 
word "or" be inserted between the words "fortune" and "where." The 
second clause of ·the bill relates to subjects for which there is adequate exist­
ing legislation except as to "pretending" and "fortune telling." So read, the 
subjects which ·are the objects of the· bill's condemnation are : 

1. Pretending to tell fortunes. 
2. Pretending to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found. 
3. By pretending, to fraudulently obtain property. 
4:. By fortune telling, to fraudulently obtain property. 
5. Pretending to remove spells. · 
6. Pretending to sell charms for protection. 
7. Pretending to unite the separated. 
We consider. these in their order, but first observe that, with the exception 

of Nos. 3 and 4, th.e condemnation of the bill is directed wholly against "pre­
tending," whether for a consideration or not, whether by holding out to the 
public as a profession or in private for amusement, and without regard to the 
question whether the pretence was relied upon by anybody else, or whether 
or not such " pretending" resulted in loss or damage to any I)erson. The 
language of the bill would apparently apply equally to the play of children, 
the amusement of adults, or the credulity of those who have learned to rely 
upon premonition and presentiment, of whom there are many. 

1. Pretending to tell fortunes, or the telling of fortunes, would include 
the old game of apple seeds, the tea grounds in the cup, .and many other. 
practices. lf it be underst()od to relate to future happenings, affecting the 
lives of persons, so as to embrace all foretelling, then it will apply to the 
prognosis of the physician, forecasts of the weather, predictions of the state 
of the markets, and whether or not she will be happy if married. If we are 
to be condemned, and fined, and imprisoned for pretending, at least we ought 
to know what sort of pretense it is that we are condemned for. 

2. Pretending 'to tell where lost or stolen goods may be found is to be made 
an offense ; so that to swear out a search warrant would Itself be in violation 
of the language of the bill ; unless the bill is actually intended to convey only 
a limited meaning which its framers did not see fit to mention. 

3. To obtain property fraudulent]\V by pretending. But what is " pretending,'' 
standing alone and unless explained. Pretending what? It it relates to 
future matters, then the clause is repugnant, for it has long been established 
that one can not well be defrauded by statements as to things to happen in 
the future, since one man's guess is as good as another's. 

4. To obtain property fraudulently by fortune telling presents a knotty 
problem. If the statements of the fortune teller relate to past or present 
facts, then there is already legislation to cover it. If the statements relate to 
future matters only, then this clause falls within the situation discussed in 
No. s: ' 

5. Pretending to remove spells, and pretending to sell charms for protection, 
are matters, so far as they are understood, with which my clients are not 
especially concerned. It is understood that some persons, of whom there are 
only a few, suffer the delusion of being under a "spell,'' and seem to believe 
that certain " charms " wlll remove the spell. It this legislation could be 

• 
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limited to those cases in which money is obtained from persons thus afflicted, it

might be well, but this language seems to cover even the innocent practices of

large classes of certain religious orders.

7. Pretending to unite the separated is a large pretense. H ow?  W hen?

The separated in life, or the separated in death?  S eparated what?  H ow

separated?  The separated are united in marriage, and the married are

sometimes united by the parson, or the lawyer, or the psycho-analyst, after

separation. A s it stands it is meaningless.

It is submitted that the obvious failure of the framers of this bill to state

in clear language, such as befits a piece of criminal legislation, ex actly what

it is that is condemned, is only another proof of what many have thought, name-

ly, that the whole field of psychic phenomena is thus so far a mystery that

not even those who pretend to understand it can be trusted to frame a single

prohibition upon human conduct in that field which will stand the test of

logical analysis or serve as a useful guide in human affairs. It is a subj ect

upon which legislation ought not to be attempted, but which should be left

to individual investigation and belief, each accoridng to his lights.

This bill, as proposed legislation, places upon the C ongress the burden of de-

ciding q uestions which are not capable of decision, and upon the people, if it

become law, of stifling beliefs and opinions which, if harmful, are harmful

only to themselves.

R espectfully submitted,

, Glenn W rL L E TT.

C . L abi more Keeley.

May 20, 1926.

H on. C larence J . McL eod,

C hairman S ubcommittee on J udiciary,

C ommittee on the District of C olumbia,

H ouse of R epresentatives, W ashington, D. C .

My Dear S ir: I hereby wish to change the conditions of the $ 10,000 chal-

lenge, especially for to-day, if any medium present will read and properly

answer five sealed q uestions that I will write;  if they will put the sign of

the cross on a slate or if they will mak e any inanimate obj ect move three

times in my presence;  in fact, if they will do any physical manifestation

which they claim they do by spirit agency— should I fail to detect, ex pose, and

duplicate what they have done, they may immediately tak e possession of

the $ 10,000.

It is understood that should any appartus be used I will have the oppor-

tunity of getting duplicates and any paraphernalia they use;  I have the

right to ex amine the party using it and the apparatus used.

The C ongressmen present are to form a committee. They are to be the

j udges as to whether I have properly ex posed the medium.

H oudini.
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limited to those cases in which money is obtained from persons thus afflicted, it 
might be well, but this language seems to cover even the innocent practices of 
large classes of certain religious orders. 

7. Pretending to unite the separated ls a large pretense. How? When? 
The separated in llfe, or the separated in death? Separated what? How 
separatlid? The separated are united in marriage, and the married are 
sometimes united by the parson, or the lawyer, or the psycho-analyst, after 
separation. As it stands It ls meaningless. 

It is submitted that the obvious failure of the framers of this bill to state 
in cletir language, such as befits 11 piece of criminal legislation, exactly what 
it is that is condemfted, is only another proof of what many have thought, name­
ly, that the whole field of psychic phenomena ls thus so far a mystery that 
not even those who pretend to understand It can be trusted to frame a single 
prohibition upon human conduct in that field which will stand the test of 
logical analysis or serve as a useful guide in human atTalrs. It is a subject 
upon which legislation ought not to be attempted, but which should be left 
to individual investigation and belief, each accoridng to his lights. 

This bill, as proposed le~islation, places upon the Congress the burden of de­
ciding questions which are not capable of decision. and upon the people, if it 
become law, of stifling beliefs and opinions which, if harmful, are harmful 
only to themselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hon. CLARENCE J. McLEOD, 
CHAJRKAN SUBCOMMllTEE ON JUD[CfARY, 

COMlUTI'EE ON THE DlSTRCCT OF COLUMBIA, 

• GLENN WILLETT. 
C. LABIKOU KDLET. 

MAY 20, 1926. 

House of RepresenttJ-titves, Washington, D. 0. 
MY DEAR Sm: I hereby wish to change the conditions of the $10,000 chal­

lenge, especially for to-day, if any medium present will read and properly 
answer five sealed questions that I will write ; if they will put the sign of 
the cross on a slate or If they wlll make any inanimate object move three 
times in my presence ; In fact, if they will do any physical manifestation 
which they claim they do by spirit agency~hould I fail to detect, expose, and 
duplicate what they have done, they may immediately take possession of 
the $10,000. 

It is understood that should any appnrtus be used I will have the oppor­
tunity of getting duplicates and any paraphernalia they use; I have the 
right to examine the party using it and the apparatus used. 

The' Congressmen present are to fortn a committee. They are to be the 
judges as to whether I have properly exposed the medium. 

HOUDINI. 

x 


