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PREFACE

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to yo;ér remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”—S%. John,
xiv,

Truth is eternal and everlasting. ‘That which was, is, and
forever shall be; manifest variously as it may. One of the
mightiest of truths is the mystical meaning of that which is
inculcated in the universal teachings as to the Divine Mother.

In every Age, in many languages and religions, under
many names and symbols, does the loving Mother speak
to Her children. In ancient Egypt as Isis—the feminine
aspect of the Godhead, the Productive Principle, the Bringer
Forth, both in Nature and in man—She bade Her children
gather together and prepare for the manifestation of Her
child as Horus. In that Age the Divine Mother was depicted
as gathering together and restoring to oneness, but burying
(making esoteric) the severed members of the body of Osiris
—the Egyptian term for the great Creative Aspect of the
Godhead which manifests to the Cosmos as the Cosmic
Cause, to our universe as the Sun and to humanity as God,
the Father of all—or that united body of Universal Truth
given to all mankind, the Grand Plan of Manifestation and
Redemption. This body has indeed been broken in many
pieces by mankind throughout the ages, and only the under-
standing Love of the Divine Mother can gather the pieces
together and reveal them as one, the eternal living Body of
Truth.

In Jerusalem the Son of the Divine Mother for the Pis-
cean Age, in bidding farewell to all His faithful followers,
tells them that the Divine Mother shall remain with them
“even unto the end” (of the dispensation) as the Holy Ghost,
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viii Preface

the Comforter, to teach them all things and bring all things
to their remembrance; for the esoteric Truth has always
remained with the Faithful, altho hidden under exoteric
creeds and dogmas. But the Age has now dawned when
that which was hidden shall be revealed and this buried
Body must be uncovered and restored to life and manifest
exoterically in the hearts and lives of mankind. This is but
another call for the ingathering of all who love the Father-
Mother-God, that there be but one universal sheepfold and
one Shepherd.

As the new Aquarian Age, so long foretold, dawns for
humanity, the outbreathing of the Holy Ghost, the Com-
forter, again speaks, and in no uncertain tones, to all child-
ren who recognize Her, and proclaims to them: “Behold, it
is I. Be not afraid!” At the ushering in of this Aquarian
Age She comes under the name of Aquaria. And, true to
the promise of Jesus, She brings to our remembrance all
that He has told us concerning the New Dispensation when
there “Shall appear the sign of the Son of Man (the sign
Aquarius) in heaven.”

Lest any there be of Her children who fail to recognize
Her as the Divine Mother or who fail to see the signs and
wonders brought forth by the outpouring of Her Divine
Love, as the gates of the New Age swing open, these lessons
—which have been given through those who know whence
they come—are sent forth to all Her children for their com-
fort and instruction and to announce the re-appearance and
prepare for the recognition and welcome of Her Son.

May the followers of Universal Truth in every land and
clime gather together at Her knee, feel the warmth of Her
Mother-love and the protection of Her arms around them
and listen receptively and understandingly to Her moment-
ous words, knowing that they be no new words, nor only
cunningly contrived conceptions of the mind of man, but age-
old Universal Truths reiterated again and again in every
Age, in language suited to the time and the people to whom



Preface ix

they are given, and now again brought to the remembrance
of all who through Love can recognize their truth and who
are ready to respond to Her call.

Thus does The Message of Aquaria naturally follow The
Voice of Isis.
—THE AUTHORS.
San Francisco, Cal.
September 15th, 1921
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CHAPTER I
THE MYSTIC LIFE!

“Your life is hid with Christ in God . . . where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
§9y§hila{1. bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.”—Colossians,
iii, 3, :

O, Thou Divine Reality! Thou who fillest all heavens and all
earths! Thou only art God. Thou only art One in all blessedness,
glory and honbr, forevermore.”—Teachings of the Order.

After the days of horror through which the peoples of the
Earth have been and still are passing there is already aris-
ing from out the stricken nations, and also from those others
who have sickened at the sight, an insistent cry for new
ideals of life. The old conceptions have been weighed in the
balance and found lamentably wanting, hence the eyes of
millions are looking for something new, perhaps for signs
and wonders, that will give them some vital ideal, some new
conception of life to guide them during the new dispensation
now dawning. The mere repetition of the old orthodox
conceptions can no longer satisfy. A hell after death can no
longer appall after their mortal eyes have seen a hell on
Earth. No mere promise of a negative heaven of supine
and insipid bliss can inspire or comfort after the deeds of
heroism and self-sacrifice they have beheld in the days of
carnage. The cry already goes up for “a new heaven and
a new earth” in which righteousness shall dwell, omitting all
reference to hell.

One aspect of the Divine Law is that there can be no
longing for the ideal born in the human heart.that is not a
reflection of a Divine Reality which the Soul dimly senses

1 Abstract of an address made by Dr. and Mrs. F. Homer Curtiss at the
Annual Convention of The Order of Christian Mystics, July 9, 1917,
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12 The Message of Aquaria

as a truth. Hence there cannot be a Soul-cry or a sincere
demand for righteousness, peace and harmony that will not
bring its own fulfillment in due season. Perhaps this uni-
versal demand which the horrors of recent years have created
is the next step in the spiritual unfoldment of the Race.
Therefore, those who know where to seek for the answer
must be up and doing, ready to spread the glad message of
cheer and comfort that is found in a realization of the
Mystic Life.

But to convince others we must first prove by experience
and expression in our own lives that living the Mystic Life is -
a practical possibility. For the majority think that mysticism
and practicability are like the opposite ends of a magnet,
while in reality they form the central point where both blend.

We must prove to the world that the Mystic Life does
bring to the heart and into the life of every devoted follower
a new heaven in which dwelleth righteousness, the righteous-
ness of inspiring ideals, noble deeds, great sacrifices and love
for Earth’s children, giving him the ability to share this
righteousness with others, thus creating new Earth condi-
tions for all who enter into this new realization. In past
ages mankind sought retirement from the world in an effort
to create the new heaven within himself, but the modern
mystic realizes that to be practical he must seek his heaven
in the very midst of the turmoil of life wherever the Great
Law has placed him and bring it forth, not only within him-
self, but within his environment so others may benefit by it.
This is the ideal manifestation of the Mystic Life.

All manifestation comes from the unseen. Everywhere
we see the inner molding the outer. The plan in the mind
of the architect determines the size and form of the building.
Our ideas, as they seek expression, determine our words and
acts. The ambitions of a selfish monarch plunge the world
into war, while the ideals of freedom, right and justice in-
spire millions unselfishly to sacrifice their lives to counteract
the results of that selfish ambition. - So must the ideals of
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the Mystic Life be spread until they inspire millions to
manifest peace, love, brotherhood, co-operation and harmony
within themselves ere those qualities can manifest among
nations ; for as our enlightenment increases so does our re-
sponsibility for local and world conditions.

The causes (realities) are always mystic and unseen. The
objective form is but the manifested aspect of the cause.
That which is manifested in the outer world is but the outer
husk, the vehicle through which some inner form of the
One Life is seeking expression in this world of maiter. One
of the most fundamental and obvious characteristics of the
manifested universe is its sentience. FEverywhere, from the
amoeba to the solar system, we see both the evidence and the
results of a directing consciousness which organizes, con-
trols and directs the activities of the various manifestations
" toward specific ends. In fact, the physical form limits the
expression ; for every form of life is far greater than it is
able to manifest through its physical vehicle. The cause back
of the acorn is far greater than the acorn or even the tree
into which the life-force, in its desire for expression, forces
the acorn to expand. The seed contains the potential tree,
but its source is hid in mystery. In fact, all life is a mani-
festation of the Divine Life or Cosmic Christ-force seeking
‘expression that it may complete the cycle of its outgoing
and return to its Source. It is this inner pressure for an
ever greater and more perfect expression that is the cause
back of evolution.

As we see the Mystic Life expressing itself in Nature,
according to the Law of Growth, so is it with man. ‘The
Mystic Life is the life of causes; the Inner or Real Life,
the life of the Soul; that life whose will to express results
in the best outer manifestation the Soul has learned, through
experience in matter, to produce, each incarnation being a
step toward the goal of perfect expression. Our Mystic
Life is the life of our Higher Self, the Real Man, the life
we live in the higher realms, our life in our Fathet’s home.
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Hence the discouragement, loneliness, even disgust for the
outer life we are living which sweeps over us at times; for
we realize how far short we fall from living our real life and
manifesting our Real Self. It is the source of all our life,
even the physical life; for if we do not renew our life by
returning to bathe in its Source every few hours through
deep sleep, our physical body becomes exhausted and dies,
no matter how much food, water, Sun and air it may receive.
If we need to leave the outer world behind and cease to
react to its stimuli and seek the Inner Life for the sake of
bodily health, how much more should we seek it, through
meditation and devotion, for our moral and spiritual health!

We have an outer shell of a life in the world as our
casual acquaintances know us and as history might record
of us. Then we have a more inner life, such as our family
and close friends know, and finally we have the real Inner
or Mystic Life of the Soul, known only to the Father, but
which it is our duty to recognize and correlate with or truly
live on Earth, even as it is done in heaven.

This is the life of the Soul which is striving to guide and
train us to follow its direction until all our outer activities
are but an undistorted expression of that Real Self. With
the majority this Inner, Mystic Life has not yet been recog-
nized, nor has it found a direct channel for expression.
Hence their Soul-life is but an overshadowing influence
which tries as best it can to inspire and guide the outer per-
sonality toward harmonious and constructive ends.

At this stage of spiritual unfoldment the majority dwell
in the outer senses, in the vibrations of and reactions to the
outer world. The urge for satisfaction—which can ultimate-
ly be quenched only through union with the Higher Self—
“the majority endeavor to satisfy through sensation, excite-
ment and the struggle for the attainment of outer things
They make the acquisition of money their standard and aim
in life; money and ever more money, even when they have
sufficient for the normal needs of life. They desire more
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comforts, even luxuries, when they already have ample for
a simple, happy life. They spend their spare time in a rush
for pleasure, secking through sensation to drown the
persistent craving for peace, love and harmony. Peace,
however, is not the result of certain outer circumstances,
but is an inner state of consciousness. The tranquillity they
seek can be found only within; by quieting the outer vibra-
tions of body and mind and responding to “the peace that
passeth understanding,” which is theirs for the seeking.

All this struggle and striving, however, is but the result
of the inner Mystic Life pushing outward for fuller ex-
pression, so that in the earlier stages of the unfolding inner
consciousness the rushing from one outer condition to an-
other or from one teacher to another is but the natural result
when the personality fails to listen to the inner guidance.
- And it is this blind responding to the stimuli of outer condi-
tions which is the cause of most suffering; for without a
recognition of the Inner Guidance man cannot know or fol-
low the Law of Harmony, except as he learns it laboriously
and painfully through experience. Therefore, those who
will not listen must be left to learn through experience.

Since the inner urge of the Mystic Life keeps us striving
for its expression in one way or another, this chapter is an
effort to explain to those who are ready to listen just

what they are more or less blindly striving for and how

they can attain it; for both the end and the means to its
attainment should be known if we are to work effectively
and efficiently.

The majority are like a.butterfly that fell into a pond. It
struggled tremendously to get out of the abnormal condi-
tions in which it found itself, and it made excellent progress,
but being ignorant of the direction of its goal, it was swim-
ming away from the shore! Just so the majority of man-

ind are ignorant both of their Source and the goal they
are destined to attain, hence all their misdirected striving
but exhausts them and takes them farther from the desired
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16 The Message of Aquaria

attainment or discourages them until they often say, “I
cannot believe in anyone or anything.” Ignorance of the
Higher Self and of our final destiny is, therefore, one of
the greatest obstacles to spiritual unfoldment. But this
should not be true of those who have been attracted to the
teachings of this Order by more than passing curiosity;
those who sincerely desire to attain peace, harmony and
true satisfaction. For, as we have said elsewhere: “The
only true satisfaction is the response we feel to the force
poured out through some form of union with the Divine.
The only real satisfaction is experienced in the thrill of
oneness that comes when a Ray from the Divine within us
finds expression in manifestation on any plane, physical,
mental or spiritual, from the thrill that results from an un-
selfish deed, a kind word or a generous forgiveness, to the
ecstasy of conscious union with the Higher Self in the
highest Initiation.”?

Some scientists attempt to define life merely as a series
of reactions to various stimuli (causes). This is true to a
limited extent, and to that same extent it is as true mentally,
morally and spiritually as it is physically. But the great
point to remember is that it lies with us to determine which
stimuli we will react to, the outer or the inner. If the finger
touches a glowing coal it is quickly snatched away. If
something threatens the eye the lids are instantly closed.
These reactions to stimuli from without are carried out by
the subconscious mind long before we have time to think
about what has taken place. The reaction is not mental, but
instinctive. We feel hunger and cold and we naturally
seek food and shelter. Here a mental reaction is involved
in seeking to satisfy these stimuli for the welfare of the
body. We hear a statement with which we do not agree
and our uncontrolled mind reacts with an argument, a dis-
pute or perhaps a blow. A criticism that slights our pride,
dignity or self-esteem may cause our uncontrolled emotions
—‘—’-mcy to the Universe, Curtiss, 108.
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to react in anger. Yet we may listen to so-called spiritual
teachings at variance both with common sense and also with
those teachings which we have accepted and made our own,
and altho the Inner Self sends out strong impressions that
such teachings are not true, we may fail to listen or re-
spond to the Inner Self and unthinkingly say, “Are they
not beautiful?” especially if they be given by some impres-
sive personality.

In such cases we are reacting almost as blindly as does
the body from the hot coal or the danger to the eye. But
we have an Inner or Higher Self to whose stimuli we
should learn to react just as readily as we now react to the
outer. And the Aspirant who desires to unfold his Real or
spiritual nature more rapidly than those who drift through
incarnation after incarnation with the slow tide of an evolu-
tion gained only through suffering, must rise above the ani-
mal plane of instinct by the power of the currents of the
Mystic Life. For there are currents of power which the
mystic can call to his aid—Nature’s finer forces—which are
just as real and just as vital as are the invisible currents of
air, the currents of magnetism, electricity, etc., in the outer
life. He must begin consciously to control his mental and
spiritual reactions, so that the Real Self shall enable him to
respond with calmness, patience, love and wisdom instead of
allowing the response to be determined by the little vani-
ties and prejudices of the personality. If the society leader
and business man restrain and control their reactions and
expressions—at least outwardly, even when not conquered
within—from a motive of social or business expediency,
how much more should the Aspirant for spiritual advance
control not only his outer, but his inner reactions!

As the effort is seriously made to let the Mystic Life man-
ifest and control our reactions we find that it requires more
than an intellectual recognition of its desirability. We
cannot accomplish it through the strength of the personality
alone, We must seek and rely upon the power of the
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18 The Message of Aquaria

Christ within. Many, many weary Souls see the illusions
of the outer life, the vanities, the temptations, the shams,
the camouflage—all the long list of instinctive reactions—
and crave the real, satisfying Inner Life of tranquillity, con-
tent and peace in activity, but they have not the strength to
resist and overcome the habits of reaction formed before
their awakening to the Mystic Life.

Many desire initiation into the mysteries, but no Soul
ever passes the Great Initiation in his outer consciousness
until he has first found the Mysteries within himself; until
he has learned to withdraw his consciousness from reacting
to the outer happenings of life and learned to live in close
and intimate contact with the Mystic Life in that inner
chamber of the Soul where the Christ stands with out-
stretched arms before the altar of the Most High—from
which flow the hidden streams of all life—crying, “Come
unto me and rest in peace.” Here in this inner shrine must
we seek for the power of the Christ that shall enable us to
manifest the Mystic Life. “When thou prayest, enter into
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door (i.e., shut
out all vibrations of the outer life) pray to thy Father
which is in secret (the Higher Self) ; and thy Father which
seeth in secret (our inner motives) shall reward thee open-
ly.” That is to say, He will enable us to manifest our inner
ideals openly in our outer life. And this is the only reward
the true mystic should expect and the greatest boon that
could be given him.

Manifesting the Mystic Life in our outer conditions means
a spiritual growth, and all growth and expression involves
change. The physical body changes with the growth of the
cells within. Just so the outer life must change as new
spiritual ideals (cells) are built into our spiritual life. But
if the tender sprout clings to the old husk which it has out-
grown, or endeavors to carry the husk along with it, the
sprout suffers and its growth is hampered or perhaps dis-
torted. Just so do we suffer when we cling to or continue
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to depend upon old ideas, outer conditions, physical things
or personalities when the great tide of the Mystic Life is
sweeping us on into new conditions, into new fields of ex-
- pression where new lessons and opportunities for useful-
ness await us. » :

The more we resist the inner current of the Mystic Life
the more we suffer, until the Great Law is forced to tear
from* our bleeding hands the things which retard our un-
foldment and which we should have gladly let go long
before. Therefore, if we would live the Mystic Life we
must not cling to tradition, to precedent, to old forms and
dogmas, to old habits of life or thought, not even to old
family or friendly ties if they hinder the unfoldment of our
Inner Life. For while we must ever do our duty and strive
to live in peace and harmony with those Souls with whom
we find ourselves associated, yet often there comes a time
‘when our association brings to them inharmony and, more-
over, calls down abuse and misunderstanding on us and
our chosen religion or ideals. Hence, it is but helping to
push them farther away and delay their following of the
still small voice which is continually calling to us all, “Come
unto me,” if we remain on intimate terms with such per-
sons and refuse to follow our urge to make a change. For
the Mystic Life is ever an advance in understanding and
expression, and it must have room to grow unhampered by
things and conditions which our Soul has outgrown.

One mistake, however, which many make who start out
to live the Mystic Life is in thinking that they must carry
nothing of their old life with them. They feel that the
whole past life must be disowned and cast into the fires of
sacrifice. This is a wrong conception, for often what seems
at first sight to be but faults and failings only need read-
justing to become strong factors in the new life. If we try
to leave behind all joy, laughter and companionableness or
all association with friends, we are leaving out of life one
of its greatest blessings and giving to the new life only the
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20 ~ The Message of Aquaria

dregs of the old without the wine. If we have led a gay,
thoughtless life, we must not kill out the joy, but prove our
sincerity and the reality of the new step by finding a greater
and more satisfying joy and pleasure in helping to make
glad this saddened world. And so with many other quali-
ties which now hold us back because misapplied or mis-
directed. Also in establishing our new life we must realize
that we have outgrown many things, just as in moving
into a new house we find many things in the old house-
hold that are not worth moving, yet which have served a
useful purpose in the old life. We wisely decide to leave
them behind, yet we do not condemn them, crude and im-
perfect as they may have been. Let this be the attitude of
mind with which we prepare to step over the threshold of
our old life in the world and enter the new manifestation
of the Mystic Life. Leave behind that which is outgrown,
but give thanks for the service it gave, for the lessons it
taught.

When we are through with the sorrows of war, the cata-
clysmic changes of the Earth’s surface and the disasters
which may be expected to descend upon humanity, we will
begin to realize that there is another and deeper world of
consciousness whose changes, altho marked and definite,
are nevertheless of quite a different character. And it is
this inner world into which our consciousness has been
born which is destined to manifest in the New Era of the
world as it never did before, throwing all the happenings of
the outer world into their proper perspective. Hence, we
may expect that ere long, as men mark time, there will
sweep over the consciousness of all who are awakened,
waiting, eager and ready to receive it, an outpouring of the
graciousness of the love of God toward man. This may
not be noticeable at once in the outer world, for there will
still be many inharmonious conditions to face, but it will
occur, not only in the inner lives of individuals, but also in
the inner mystical lives of the nations.
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" Therefore, all of us who have begun to feel the new life
surging through us and desire earnestly to break through.
the hampering bonds of misconception that separate us
from our brother-man, must awaken and pray without ceas-
ing that we all may light within our hearts the Lamp of
Truth and Wisdom and be ready to go forth and shed our
Light within our own environment. This Order, with its
all-inclusive cosmic philosophy, its devotional exercises and
its personal help for each student, is especially prepared to
gather in from the highways and byways all who will listen
to the call and feed their hungry hearts with the Bread of
Life and quench their thirst with the Waters of Life of
which those who eat and drink shall hunger and thirst no
more.

The secret of the Mystic Life is a realization that the
Christ fills us whether His power is recognized and utilized
or not; that sleeping or waking, in meditation or when
- engaged in the daily tasks, His Divine Presence is always
with us, close to our heart’s consciousness, like a loving com-
panion to whom we can turn at any time and whose love
is always the greatest reality in life. This is what is meant
by being “hid with Christ in God,” t.e., the Christ has
become flesh in us, even as it did in Jesus. This does not
mean that we will never again make a mistake, think a
wrong thought or lose our temper, but it does mean that
when these things occur our reaction will be at once to fly
to our loving Christ for strength to overcome and transmute
such feelings and by His love and counsel grow stronger
for the experience, just as we love more deeply one whom
we have wronged or hurt yet who has forgiven us.

How important it is then to learn the path to the little
door of the inner shrine within which the Christ dwelleth;
to understand its power and learn whence it cometh and
whither it is bearing us. For in this sacred shrine of
the Mystic Life we find the great Hierophant who gives us
the “Lost Word,” who shall touch our foreheads that the
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Eye of the Spirit may open. His touch it is upon our hearts
that makes us feel the great waves of love and compassion
which encompass the world, yet which have their ebb and
flow within our own hearts. It:is here that we drink of the
chalice of the Holy Grail, and here it is that the Christ
turns the Water of Life into the Wine of the Spirit.

Let us strive then each one of us to live close to the real-
ities. Learn how to open the little Door of the Heart.
Watch for the Light that streams from it, even tho opened
but a crack. Let our thoughts recur constantly to the Mys-
tic Life until they wear deep channels through which it
can flow to us, as we kneel in meditation before the Heart
of Divine Love. Rest assured that we will never find that
little door barred or locked, but ever waiting to open to our
knock. And when we have entered, there we will find the
Christ, the lover and comforter of our Souls, ready to wipe
away all tears and fill our hearts, be they ever so sad, with
comfort, love and joy; for His love is not of this world,
neither can the world take it from us nor bar our way to
its shrine.

Determine, therefore, that each day our Souls shall enter
that sacred crypt and kneel before the altar and be bathed
in the stream of the Mystic Life, as our body is during
sleep. Then some day, when we least expect it, we will see
the shrine illumined by the Divine Presence and He will
place His mark upon our foreheads and give us the true
Initiation into the Mysteries which the manifestation of the
Mystic Life has prepared us to enter.



CHAPTER II
THE SIGN AQUARIUS

“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven:
and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn. . . . And he
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other”—St. Matthew, xxiv, 30, 31.

As we enter into the great Aquarian Cycle,! in spite of
the confusion and unrest which the adjusting and closing
of the old cycle (Piscean) and its overlapping on the next
brings to all nations, we cannot help feeling the mighty
stirring of a new and greater day which all classes of man-
kind are sensing more or less clearly and seeking to under-
stand and define. We say in a general way that this is the
Aquarian Age, but having said it, few besides special stu-
dents are much further enlightened. We therefore wish
to point out in this Message of Aquaria the significance of
some of the more important phases of the sign Aquarius
and the Age.

‘As we have said elsewhere: “As the earth, in its yearly
journey around the Sun, passes through a sign of the
zodiac each month, so does our solar system, during its
great journey around the Central Sun of this universe
(Alcyone), pass through each sign of the zodiac; but in
this greater cycle, instead of a month, our solar system re-
quires approximately 2160 years to traverse each sign.”?
“This period is called a Day or an Age. Thus we have had
the Taurian Age when the vernal equinox of the Sun ap-
peared in the sign Taurus, at the close of which occurred

23
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24 The Message of Aquaria

the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt and during which
the Bull or Calf was the object of worship and was repre-
sented with the golden disk of the Sun between its horns;
the Arian Age, during which the Ram was worshiped as
the symbol of the Sun-god ; the Piscean Age, whose symbol
of the Fish was the symbol of its Great Teacher, Jesus,
the disciples of whom were all represented as fishermen
and called ‘fishers of men.’ And our solar system has re-
cently entered the sign Aquarius or ‘the Sign of the Son of
Man in heaven,’ referred to in the New Testament as the
time of the New Dispensation or Age.”’®

In the Bible the sign Aquarius is called the Sign of the
Son of Man, and in astrology the Water Bearer, and is rep-
resented by a man emptying a water pot. The sign Aqua-
rius is the eleventh sign of the zodiac, and kabalistically its
numerical value is also eleven. As is explained fully under
that number,® eleven symbolizes the first step in a new
cycle; a new condition or undertaking. And as the Aqua-
rian Age dawns our Earth and its humanity is preparing
to take a new step, to enter into new cosmic fields, gain
new experiences and outline the great discoveries to be
brought forth in the generations yet to come.

Aquarius is an airy (emotional) sign and marks the
middle of the winter season (Jan. 20 to Feb. 19). As the
winter season is the middle of the darkest period of the
year, yet is also the prelude to the springtime, so will this
first step into the New Age mark the middle of the darkest
period for humanity and the prelude to the joy and beauty
of the new cycle which it ushers in. In itself the cycle of
the Aquarian Age will be marked by its four seasons, just
as is the cycle of the year.

Aquarius is now one of the fixed signs and occupies the
upper right hand or dominating point of the fixed cross,

2 The Key of Destiny,” Curtiss, 36,
¢ Ibid, Chapter 1.
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composed of the four signs, Aquarius, Leo, Taurus and
Scorpio, which in earlier ages formed the cardinal cross.®
From an occult and mystical standpoint this fixed cross is of
the greatest importance, and is called the Foundation of
the Universe, the Four Corners of Earth, the Four Winds
and the Four Breaths. In fact, not only are the signs at
the ends of this cross looked upon by astrologers, occultists
and mystics as of great importance, but we find many allu-
sions to them in the Bible. For instance, the “wheels” of
Ezekiel are none other than these signs in motion. He
describes them as coming out of a cloud as follows: “Also
out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living
creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the
likeness of a man. (&) . . . As for the likeness of their
faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a
lion (&) . ... the face of an ox (¥) . ... the face of
an eagle (m).”® Yet they were all blended into and
expressed through the likeness of a man, hence Aquarius,
the Man, must synthesize these forces. The same figures
are also descrxbed by St. John in Revelation.”

Again, when Ezekiel describes his vision of the valley of
dry bones which he was to endow with life, he exclaims:
“Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon
these slain, that they may live”® The four winds®
or Divine Breath are the four aspects of the Divine Life
Spirit manifesting through these four signs, and when they
are focused upon humanity, even tho humanity spirit-
nally be but a valley of dry bones, the dry bones shall arise
and become a mighty army for the Lord. There are many
other similar allusions in the Bible, but all go to show that
there is some important significance attached to the figures
on this fixed cross and some mystical potency to be attained
through understanding and correlating with these four

§ See The Key to the Universe, Cumss, 143, footnote.
¢ Ezekiel, i, 5-10. Ezekie xxxvii, 9.
. 7 Chnpter iv, 7. ® See Chapter X, herein.
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signs, which will give us a firm foundation on which to
erect the temple of our spiritual life.

The sign Aquarius is “the sign of the son of Man in
heaven,” hence we find the Man dominating the cross. This
is not the lower, personal man, but the Man who can domi-
nate, indraw, and transmute all the lower potencies; the
Man who must master the dual sign Scorpio, which in its
lower aspect is -the scorpion, “an adder in the path, that
biteth the horse’s heels, so that his rider shall fall back-
ward,” . e., the lower aspects of the scorpion (sex) blunt
man’s understanding and make him fall backward or make
man, instead of being a rider who controls and directs his
horse (thought), fall backward into the mire and wallow
under the horse’s feet.

The Aquarian Man, however, must lift up this force until
it becomes the Eagle which brings forth its young upon the
mountain top and soars into the very eye of the Sun. He
must also conquer his heart (the Lion) and tame it, turn-
ing it from a raging beast that devours all into a docile and
obedient servant. In other words, he must have the strength
of a Samson to open its jaws, render it harmless and find in
its carcass the honey of wisdom.’®* He must conquer
the Bull or ox (Taurus), that great and powerful force of
the animal nature which, if permitted to follow its own in-
stincts, bellows, tears up the earth in a cloud of dust and
with its eyes closed blindly charges, even to its own destruc-
tion, anything it fears or cannot understand. Yet, when
this animal force is mastered and harnessed by man, it be-
comes powerful and patient to labor and bring forth; in
fact, its tremendous force must be turned into channels
through which it can be directed to express as the untiring
labor and painstaking toil, without which the Neophyte
cannot overcome and attain. Thus, through victory over
the lower aspects of these animal signs maan must attain to
the pinnacle of his development. Because this highest at-

R
1 Judges, xiv, 8.
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tainment is necessary to become the Man, Aquarius is often
represented by an Angel instead of a man, the Angel Gabriel,
who is associated with the Disciple John; for the four Gos-
pels, in their mystic symbology, are but another representa-
tion of the fixed cross and the zodiacal signs which mark its
four corners.’!

Astrologers tell us that Aquarius is an intellectual sign,
the Captain of the Host. They say that it is ruled by Saturn,
and are apt to enumerate all its negative qualities, just as in
the Dark Ages man was described by his negative qualities
as inherently evil, a worm of the dust, etc., instead of as a
son of God, made in His image.

Like all the signs, Aquarius is divided into three decans
of ten degrees each, the first one being ruled by Saturn, the
second by Mercury and the third by Venus. But thus far
humanity has never been able to manifest more than the
lower aspects of the first decan. In other words, this sign
has largely been but a prophecy of that which it would bring
into manifestation when the New or Aquarian Age dawned.
In previous cycles humanity was not sufficiently developed
to respond to and express its forces. And even now few
persons born under this sign are able to manifest its higher
aspects, for the solar system in this cycle has only just
entered the Aquarian Age, hence its vibrations are not reg-
istered in full, either upon the substance of the globe or in
its humanity. In rare instances where a native of this sign
approximates a balanced manifestation of the sign, he has
brought the advancement over from incarnations in other
great cycles or from other planets which have passed
through this important era and manifested its forces. From
the above it is easy to understand why this has been such a
mysterious sign and why humanity has never comprehended
more than the outer significance of its first decan.

Uranus is conceded to be the esoteric ruler of Aquarius,
but in truth it is a Ruler of Rulers and, according to The

1 The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 146.7.
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28 The Message of Aquaria

Secret Doctrine, belongs to another system. From an occult
standpoint it is the mysterious forces consciously sent forth
from Uranus which determine the changes in the cycles of
ruling of the planets of our system. For instance, in the
individual life one may be ruled for a long period by the
denser and more material aspects of the planets, but after a
certain spiritual growth is attained (Initiation) and because
of it, it is decreed that he shall pass into a more ethereal
zone, where the higher mental, psychic and spiritual aspects
of the planets will then be the strongest influences felt. This
is one reason why it is so difficult correctly to interpret the
horoscope of an advanced student. Both with the planet
and with the individual, it is Uranus who decides when
these changes or advanced steps shall be taken, but until this
stage of spiritual growth is attained Uranus has very little
effect, because the individual cannot respond to the high
rate of vibration of its forces. Uranus is said to bring
about sudden changes because it is not strongly aspected
until the student is about ready for such steps.

Since we are now standing on the threshold of this New
Age and its doors are swinging outward, it is time that we
understood something of its positive qualities and what the
Earth and mankind may expect to meet and gain from it
during the next two thousand years. During this period
the human race must penetrate deeply into the mysteries of
Aquarius, which are the mysteries of Man. For man has
now grown up, become a Man.  Hence, to study Aquarius
we must study man. We must now take up in earnest that
which our lips have so glibly repeated: “Man, know thy-
self.” And step by step we must prove and demonstrate to
the world the knowledge thus gained.

Just as Saturn, during all the ages, has been garnering
the golden grain out of individual hearts, and teaching them
through experience the unwisdom of disobeying the divine
Law of Harmony, so in the first decan of Aquarius does
Saturn take his place upon the throne of this world and. as
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the Water of Life is poured forth by the Son of Man,
gather in his harvest from both the planet and from man-
kind. He it is who sees that the tares are burned in the
fire unquenchable—unquenchable because necessary and in-
evitable, hence must not be quenched as long as tares infest
the wheat. But he also sees to it that the wheat is care-
fully gathered into the granary of the King. Jesus has
said of these conditions: “Woe unto the world because of
offenses! for it must needs be that offenses come ; but woe
to that man by whom the offense cometh!” or by whom the
seed was planted which bore the crop of tares. The first
woe which we are told is past,’? was the planting of the
tares among the wheat. Their growth and the suffering
incident to the experiences which their growth among the
wheat brought about during the past centuries was the second
woe, while the third woe is the karmic reaping the world
has been undergoing at the close of the old cycle.’®

Ever since the childhood of the race man has been dis-
obedient to his Divine Guidance ; has been ambitious, selfish
and self-indulgent, cruel and bloodthirsty, yet, in spite of
this, civilization has steadily advanced in a cyclic and spiral
fashion. This has been accomplished through the Great
Law constantly working with man in its sevenfold manner,!¢
always trying to inspire him with higher ideals, always
utilizing for his learning, through the Law as Karma, the
suffering he brings upon himself. This Law is enunciated
in the Bible in the words: ‘“Whatsoever a man sow, that
shall he alsoreap. . . . . .. One jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. . . . . Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Through this law,
which is Divine Justice, man is taught through actual expe-
rience that he cannot love God and hate his brother; that
he cannot truly worship God while he oppresses even the

12 Revelation, ix, 12. Also chapters xix and xx herein.
1 See The Philosophy of War, Curtiss.
Y See The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 192.
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30 The Message of Aquaria

least of the ignorant little ones who ‘are his brethren in
Christ, without in some life, either now or in the future,
himself suffering from injustice, hatred and oppression,
until Saturn has gathered all the crop of unbrotherliness his
heart has brought forth.

The Bible tells us that when we see this Sign of the Son
of Man in the heavens we may expect the end—not of the

world, but of the old dispensation, the reign of the sign
Pisces—and as this sign is now beginning to dominate or
reign in the heavens we naturally expect a new outpouring
of the vital Water of Life to rain down upon humanity,
which will be just as real as was the rain of meteors from
their “radient” in the constellation Aquarius. Just as the
farmer waters his crops and the water exercises its life-
giving power to bring forth whatsoever seeds are in the
ground, so Aquarius, the cosmic Water Bearer, pours forth
the divine Water of Life upon the world, not for the pur-
pose of bringing forth judgment and sorrow, woe and dis-
aster, but like the rain which falls alike upon the just and
the unjust, to fructify whatever seeds have been planted.
And as it has been man who has planted the tares among
the wheat, during the first decan of this sign, Saturn, the
great Reaper and Adjuster, must gather in the harvest and
separate the tares from the wheat. Then, during the second
decan, under the rulership of Mercury, the Messenger of
mankind must be fructified, while during the third decan,
under the rulership of Venus, the spark of divinity in
each heart will be quickened through direct contact with
Divine Love and man will then bring forth the true broth-
erhood and rule his kingdom with the golden scepter of
Love.

The Planetary Deities (the Elohim) who rule the signs
and their decans are not separate Gods, as would seem at
first sight from St. Paul's words: “As there be gods many,

BT Corinthians, viii, $-6.
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and lords many,”*® but are the seven aspects of the One
God, just as man to be a real Man (Aquarian) must mani-
fest all his seven attributes; for this is the Image of God
into which he is growing. ‘“To us there is but one God,
the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him."*®
For instance, the same man might have to deal with a bus-
iness issue where the cold scrutiny and stern Justice of Sa-
turn would be required, the power to know and separate
good from evil. In another instance he might have to mani-
fest the wisdom and power to rule of Jupiter; in another
the great intellectual acumen of Mercury; in another the
persiflage and light laughter of the Moon; in another the
enlightening power of the Sun; in another the comforting
mother-love of Venus, and in another the stern warrior
spirit of Mars, who fearlessly fights all evils and protects
the weak, yet through all these manifestations it would be
the one man expressing his various attributes.

Since the affinity between man and the planet has always
been recognized, as this stage of the Earth’s evolution is
reached we may expect many Souls to incarnate under these
new and specially prepared conditions, who will come as
real Aquarians, ready to respond to and express, not vaguely
but definitely, the higher mental, psychic and spiritual forces
. of the planets which rule the three decans of this sign. As
time goes on we will therefore find slowly taking the place
of the humanity of today, a humanity which will be ruled
by the forces from the higher and more ethereal globes of
each planetary chain.®

In the Aquarian Age man should reach a point where he
no longer acts like a mere child, swept hither and thither by
the currents and eddies of the Great Law; for, in this Age
the majority of mankind will reach a point of intellectual
and spiritual development which today is reached only by
a few; where they recognize their responsibility for the
conditions from which mankind is suffering and for the

16 See The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, Chapter xv.
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32 The Message of Aquaria

condition of the planet, and the lower kingdoms as well.
They will grow into the realization that each man is his
brother’s keeper and that all, from the least to the greatest,
are brothers; that no real happiness can come to any living
Soul if it has to be attained at the expense, misery and
despair of his brothers. This lesson is now being learned
as the result of the world’s experience, but will be fully
grasped only as the Aquarian Age enters into the second
decan, in which man responds to the finer forces of Mer-
cury, instead of to its denser forces as at present. Mercury
is called a vacillating planet, and those who have it strongly
ruling in their horoscopes are apt to be loquacious, to exag-
gerate, and may even be called liars, for they can soar into
the higher realms of thought and relate experiences or con-
ceptions which, to the average plodder, seem but lies.

Being essentially the planet of reasoning and thought,
Mercury is called the Messenger of the Gods, as it is
through thought that the will of God is made known to
man. It is vacillating only as thought is vacillating until
we have learned to control and direct it. Hence, as man
enters the second decan of Aquarius and comes under the
finer forces of Mercury, he will have a wonderful intel-
lectual awakening, amounting almost to illumination. In
fact, he will begin to open his Third Eye and blend intui-
tion with understanding. And to this will be added, during
the third decan, the Divine Love and Spiritual Will of
Venus. For just as each zodiacal sign has its three decans,
so the great Aquarian Age will have its three lesser cycles
during its great cycle of approximately 2160 years.

Today we see the Spirit again moving upon the face of
the troubled waters of humanity. The brooding of this
Spirit brings forth the Son of Man or something that has
been born from man, a child or offspring; a new conscious-
ness which is awakened and brought forth amid the birth-
pangs of anguish which humanity has suffered during the
past cycle and is still suffering so cruelly today as the New
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Age is being born.  When this new consciousness or Son is
so completely brought forth and manifested that it emanates
from man and is lifted up to the heavens; that is, when
humanity has accomplished this new birth and the cry of it
reaches the heavens, “Then shall appear the sign of the Son
of Man in heaven.” This Son is the essence of the sign
Aquarius, no longer merely overshadowing, but now
brought forth in humanity ; the manifestation of the Water
of Life which shall make all things new.

Do not confuse the Son of Man with the Son of God, for
the Son of Man is the higher spiritual realization which is
born of man’s inner experience; a new-found understand-
ing, joy and at-one-ment. The Christ is born in Capricorn,
but as He grows and His influence in humanity spreads, the
Son of Man is brought forth in His image in Aquarius and
reigns, first as an essence in heaven, then in its embodiment
in man on Earth. But His reign on Earth will be only when
men and women in sufficient numbers and with sufficient
love, devotion, realization and spiritual power, have united
to form a nucleus of those whose spiritual consciousness
can sway the thought of humanity, and through gradual
accretion in numbers, leaven the rest of the Race.

And after the reaping, when the golden grains have been
gathered by the Four Winds from all the fields of Earth
—those who have come ‘“out of great tribulation,” and
whose garments have been made white “in the blood of
the Lamb”—then the mighty downpouring of the Water
of Life will just as surely bring to fruition the seeds of
man’s divine nature as it already has the lower; those
spiritual seeds of which St. Paul spoke: “Sown in corrup-
tion; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonor; it
is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in
power: it is sown in a natural body; it is raised in a spir-
itual body.” For the world this new spiritual body will be
the Aquarian Age, and for each individual first a new con-
ception of love, light, power and life; the actual unfolding



34 The Message of Aquaria

of the Christ-consciousness and a manifestation of its power
in the life.

But first there must come the realization that because Sa-
turn must reap the tares we have sown, he is not to be
thought of as evil, but as one of the Sons of God who, in
divine love and compassion, clears the ground that we
may bring forth the Christ-seed and reap our spiritual har-
vest. And just as Saturn is an aspect of God, so also is
Mercury, he who takes our every aspiration godward, our
every effort toward victory and our every realization, to
the very throne of God, until through the intercession of
this winged Messenger, Venus or Divine Love enters and
builds her nest in our heart and brings forth her young.
As we thus become real Aquarians, we will at last realize
that because we have loved much, much has been forgiven.



CHAPTER III
ARE THESE THE LAST DAYS?

“And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be
not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end
is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation; and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the beginning of sor-
rows.”—St. Matthew, xxiv, 6-8.

“We must not accept a general principle from logic only, but
must prove its application to each fact; for it is in facts that we
must seek general principles, and these must always accord with
facts.”—History of Animals, Aristotle, i, 6.

“Coming events cast their shadows before” is an age-old
saying which, like all such sayings or “wise saws’ that have
survived the ages, has an occult basis in fact. In this case
the saying is based upon the fact that all events take place
first in the higher realms and later descend into physical
manifestation, as the great naturalist, Agassiz, recognized
when he stated that “All things had their origin in spirit—
evolution having originally begun from above and proceed-
ing downward, instead of the reverse.””?

In the Realms of the Eternal there is neither past nor
future, all is one everlasting now. Hence, at the moment of
creation a composite picture of the event and its working out
through its positive and constructive, also its negative and
destructive, aspects is instantaneously photographed upon
what is called the Akashic Records or more commonly the
Screen of Time. While the necessity for the manifesta-
tion of the event on Earth is a destiny that must necessarily
be fulfilled, it is not fate; for by its power of free-will choice
humanity determines in which way the destiny shall be ful-
filled, either positively and constructively, in peace and har-
mony through correlating with the Law, or negatively in

1 Principles of Zoology, 154. 35
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sorrow and suffering through opposition to the Law be-
cause of the refusal to follow the principles of its spiritual
teachings.

The Seers who reach up in consclousness to the plane of
eternal verities (in the fourth dimension) usually see first
only the negative phase of the event that is to be, for that is
the densest and closest to the Earth, and thus fail to pene-
trate to the positive expression which is in a higher state of
vibration. They thus see the event as a moving picture of
which both the past events leading up to it and also the ulti-
mate working out or fulfillment are cognized by the inner
spiritual consciousness. But since the majority of Seers
see only one side of the picture, according to their affinitiza-
tion to any one phase, they report the ultimate fulfillment of
either the positive or negative aspect of the event, which
would seem to them absolutely predestined. In the case of
one affinitized only to the lower negative aspect or one with
a pessimistic attitude of mind, he would probably enlarge
upon the many failures, sorrows and evils which must be
overcome ere the complete fulfillment was possible. An-
other, affinitized to the higher positive aspect would report
only the glory of the ends to be attained and entirely over-
look the necessary conditions which humanity must prepare
if the positive aspect is to receive expression. Thus each
would give but half truths.

Therefore, in considering prophecies we must always
make allowance for this natural human tendency in their
transmitters. For instance, the destiny of the present sub-
race is that the Earth and its humanity must be purified
and take an advanced step, both in consciousness and in
physical affairs, to prepare conditions necessary for the com-
ing of the more spiritual sixth sub-race. Naturally, its past
creations of selfishness, greed, impurity, injustice and un-
brotherliness must be faced and redeemed ere it can enter
into the new cycle. 'This redemption could have been ac-
complished by the majority of the sub-race sending out



Are These the Last Days? 37

great streams of love, harmony, tolerance and brotherhood
to manifest in the actions of individuals and nations in such
power that they would neutralize and transmute the accumu-
lated evil. Then there would have been no world war. But
since this was not done, in spite of the many teachers sent to
arouse the people to the necessity of higher ideals, the ad-
justment had to be precipitated physically in the negatlve
and destructive aspect of physical warfare.

Most comments on the prophecies of the Bible are based
upon a literal interpretation of the symbols given. Altho
there is generally an actual historical incident, place or per-
sonage upon which the symbol is based, and while the proph-
ecy will also have some form of physical fulfillment, the vital
point to understand is the spiritual meaning of the symbol
rather than the physical, . e., the spiritual event which is to
manifest either positively and constructively or negatively
and destructively. For only as we learn the lesson intended
by the symbol can we profit by the experience. Merely to
hear that certain events are to transpire either fills us with
fear or elates us with joy, and we quite forget that all de-
pends upon our reaction to the lesson intended.

Modern interpretations are usually calculated from some
such period as the Babylonian captivity. From the known
astronomical observations of seven great eclipses left by
the Egyptian astronomer Ptolemy, the date of Nebuchad-
nezzar’s accession has been accurately calculated as having
taken place in 604-3 B.C. This is commonly believed to
mark the times when “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”?
Computing the “seven times,” which Daniel says must
elapse, as seven cycles of 360 years each we have a total of
7%360=2520 years, and this added to 603 B.C. (2520 minus
603 equals 1917) gives us 1917 as the year when the rule

2 St Luke, xxi, 24. It should be bhorne in mind that the term, “Gen-
tiles' refers, not merely to the non-Hebrew peoples, but to all who do not
follow the Divine Law, symbolized by Moses, while the ‘“‘chosen people” are
all who do follow that law, no matter what their race or form of religion.
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of the Gentiles shall end and a new dispensation begin.
And 1917 saw Jerusalem freed from the rule of the Gen-
tiles (Turks) and under the rule of the Christian King of
England.

Dr. Grattan Guinness, who is looked upon by many as an
orthodox authority on biblical calculations, makes his reck-
oning from the beginning of “the abomination that maketh
desolate,” which he considers began with the Turkish
occupation of Jerusalem, and which he is quoted as
placing at 622 A.D., altho the Encyclopedia Britannica
gives the date of the entry into Jerusalem by the Caliph
Omar as 637 A.D. By a similarly obscure method of his
own he calculates the “thousand three hundred and five and
thirty days”>—or lunar years, according to the lunar
measurements used in the Hebrew—of Daniel as equaling
1295 solar years, and from this concludes that the “time
of abomination” ended in 1917 (1295 plus 622 equals 1917).
But no matter how historically inaccurate the dates assumed
above may be, the occult addition of the number given by
Daniel gives 12 (143-+43+45=12) or the number of a
complete solar cycle, showing that the end of a cycle is
clearly indicated, even tho the orthodox method of cal-
culating the exact date is unreliable.

“According to Mr. Norris, the period of 1917-1918 is the
termination of three great prophetic periods. It is the ter-
mination of the 1260-1260-75 lunar years from 602-1 B. C.,
when Judah became tributary to Babylon; secondly, it is the
termination of the 2520 solar years from 604-3 B. C., when
Nebuchadnezzar saw the vision of the great image, and
thirdly, the termination of the 1335 lunar years from 622
A. D,, the commencement of Mohammedanism. . . . Again,
adding the 70 years Captivity period to the year 1847-48, the
date of the second downfall of the temporal power of the
Papacy, we read the downfall of all evil (altho we still have
evil with us). Further, if we add the 40 years of probation

8 Daniel, xii, 11.
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experienced by the children of Israel, to 1877 A. D., the year
of the defeat and dismemberment of Turkey through the
Russo-Turkish War, we reach 1917, the final destruction of
all desolation of abomination. . . . If we take the end of a
cycle of fifty years, we come to what Pastor Russell speaks
of as a Jubilee of Jubilees, Earth’s Great Jubilee, or Times
of Restitution (Acts, iii, 21). . . . Reckoning from the
beginning of the 70 years desolation under Babylon (Jer.
xxv, 11), the Great Cycle ends with the year 1875. Six
cycles of seven years each from 1875 brings the date up
to 1917, the commencement of the seventh cycle. . . . Pas-
tor Russell and his many followers are daily expecting the
great world change. This the prophecies in the Bible show
(so he claims) is coming in 1917, They think that at any
moment Christ may appear, and then the thousand years’
millennium will start.”*

An anonymous author writing in 1895 and using the
Grand Gallery of the Great Pyramid to symbolize the
Christian dispensation says: ‘“The termination of the
Grand Gallery, 1910 inches, gives the third of December,
1910, as the end of the present era. . . . The total length,
including the height of the great step at the end, is 1917.7
inches, which would bring us to the 12th of November, 1917.
The top of the great stép is much worn. Probably it orig-
inally indicated Tuesday, the 4th of December, 1917, as the
theoretical date of the end.”® Thus do many modern
prophets, having been truly impressed with the idea of the
near ending of certain cycles, laboriously seek to pin the
events down to certain specific dates, even tho they are
forced to distort history to make their theories figure out as
they think they should. But as a rule the methods by which
such calculations are made will not bear mathematical and
astronomical investigation, even tho the cycle may end at
approximately the date given.

¢ Noted Prophecies, Zalinsky, 151-2-3-4-5-6,
% Ibid, 156.
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But how are we, who require some scientific basis for our
belief, to regard these various calculations, even tho we
prefer to consider the symbolic rather than the historical
interpretation of the symbols? Since all creation as mani-
fested in Nature and in the history of nations follows a
parallel course, these prophecies point unmistakably to the
close of some great period; not the “end of the world,” as
many think, but the end of a dispensation, the end of a great
cycle, in this case the end of a sub-race. One peculiarity of
racial manifestation is that every sub-race foreshadows in a
manner that which will be more fully and completely ex-
pressed and manifested by the succeedmg Great Race of the
same number.®

For instance, the coming sixth sub-race into whose begin-
nings humanity is now entering will not usher in the millen-
nium referred to in the biblical prophecies, but will fore-
shadow and prepare for it, sow the seed, as it were. That is,
there will be such a tremendous uplift and advance over pre-
vious conditions as they existed before the World War—
spiritually, mentally and physically—that to many it will
seem to be the dawn of the millennium. It will in truth be
but the dawn of the seed-time of that which can be fully
manifested only at the close of the Sixth Great Race; for the
true millennium can come only during the period of the
Seventh Great Race, or the great Sabbath Day of rest of this
World Period, altho there will be a minor millennium in the
seventh sub-race.

As to when we may expect the millennium to be ushered
in, since we demand facts rather than theories, let us refer to
the well-known astronomical calculations of the Eastern
Sages. It is known that the Assyrians preserved astronom-
ical records covering a period of 270,000 years which have
been confirmed by our modern astronomers as far back as
48,000 years before the Greek era. The far more ancient

¢ See The Poice of Isis, Curtiss, 238.
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Hindu calculations are based upon the following table of
cycles or yugas, 1,000 Maha Yugas (4,320,000 years) mak-
ing one Kalpa or Day of Brahm. Fach of these Maha
Yugas is composed of four cycles as follows:”

The Krita Yuga, or Golden Age....... 1,728,000 years
The Treta Yuga, or Silver Age........ 1,296,000 years
The Dvapara Yuga, or Bronze Age. .... 864,000 years
The Kali Yuga, or Iron Age........... 432,000 years

We are now living in the early part of the Kali or Iron Age
of this Maha Kalpa, concerning which the Vishnu Purana
prophesies: “Property alone will confer rank; wealth will
be the only source of devotion ; passion will be the only bond
of union between sexes; falsehood will be the only means of
success in litigation . . . dishonesty will be the universal
means of subsistence, weakness the cause of dependence;
menace and presumption will be substituted for learning;
liberality will be devotion; a man if rich will be reputed
pure; mutual assent will be marriage; fine clothes will be
dignity. . . . He who is the strongest will reign.”®
The figures given above are not the calculations of biblical
students, who have had no training in the philosophy of
world cycles, who have only theories, mere estimates which
they think plausible. Neither are they the result of revela-
tion or psychic information. They are the mathematical re-
sults of astronomical calculations capable of verification in
any age, and therefore irrefutable. They have been proven
correct to within 1 degree in 4,883 years! According to
these calculations, the Kali Yuga or Iron Age—in which
there are, of course, innumerable lesser cycles and subeycles
—began with the reputed death of Krishna. Astronomically
this was when Mars, Mercury, Saturn and Jupiter were in
conjunction in the 6th degree of Aquarius. This conjunction
occurred between February 17 and 18, 3102 B. C., at a time
when the four great stars which form the points of the

T The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, i, 73.
Y Vol. i, 404.
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Heavenly Cross were in balance, Aldebaran, the Eye of the
Bull, and Antares, the Heart of the Scorpion, being exactly
at the equinoctial points, while Regulus, the Heart of the
Lion, and Formalhaut, the Southern Fish, were near the
solstitial points. We are therefore only in the beginning of
this Iron Age of 432,000 years, the first 5,000 years of which
ended in January, 1898 (5000—3102 equals 1898). We
therefore have 426,000 years left before the close of this
Iron Age! Hence no one need worry about “the end of the
world” coming at all soon! For the sixth and seventh sub-
races of our present Fifth or Aryan Race, and then the entire
Sixth and Seventh Great Races, with their seven sub-races,
each with its many family races, each composed of many
nations, must all have their evolution before the close of this
Kalpa.

To gain some conception of such vast periods let us con-
sider the cycle of our present Fifth Great Race, the Aryan.
This began about 1,000,000 years ago, before the complete
sinking of the ancient continent of Atlantis, at the beginning
of the Glacial or Ice Age. The Secret Doctrine® tells us
that the first sub-race saw the doom of the Giants of those
days, also the flood, while the fourth saw the disappearance,
11,000 years ago, of the last islands left by the sinking of
Atlantis. Each sub-race endures for approximately 210,000
years, its seven family divisions extending over some 30,000
years each, and the many national divisions from 3,000 to
4,000 years. We are now just entering upon the beginning
of the 210,000-year period of the sixth sub-race, altho the
period will be considerably shortened owing to the shorten-
ing of all periods as a great cycle draws to a close. Then
will follow the even shorter cycle of the seventh sub-race.
Then the Sixth Great Race will have to have its evolution of
nearly 1,000,000 years before the Seventh Great Race, when
the great Kalki Avatar or the Christ will descend to reign

? Vol. ii, 452.
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upon Earth “forever and ever,” that is, until the end of this
great Day Period or Round.

Nevertheless we are at the end of a sub-race cycle when
its old accounts must be balanced, a minor Iron Age prepara-
tory to the minor Golden Age of this sub-race cycle, for each
race, sub-race and family race has its Iron and other ages.
The “end of the world” will therefore not come suddenly,
nor as long as there are forces and materials in the Earth
which are undeveloped and unutilized for the benefit of all.
Only when the very Earth itself and the forces now existing
within it have been raised up to a higher expression can we
have a new heaven and a new Earth in which these advanced
materials and forces will be incorporated as fundamental
essences, just as our advances in one life are built into our
bodies in the next incarnation, and as our faculties are ex-
panded as we enter the astral world.

Man must become the “Lord of Creation,” the ruler of the
Earth and all its forces. But this will not be attained through
a miracle. We must first conceive the idea of what is
intended, then gradually bring it into manifestation. For
instance, we must learn true efficiency, not that all things
may work together for success merely in war or business,
but for the best good of all humanity. All waste must be
eliminated and all resources utilized for the good of all.

Great strides are now being made in guarding the health
and conserving the man-power of the nations, also in reduc-
ing infant mortality. But greater strides must be made in
protecting humanity from the burden of the defective and
unfit. They are the less evolved Souls who will strive to
incarnate for a time in the advanced conditions now being
ushered in, altho they are not far enough advanced to cor-
relate with those conditions and take their places as co-
workers, and hence would have to be taken care of by the
more advanced, as they are today. In the New Age those
who are sufficiently advanced to correlate with the new con-
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ditions must be permitted to advance in this new cycle with-
out the handicap of carrying the less evolved, or the rapid
advance necessitated by the new era and the wisdom needed
for their proper care could never be attained, the Race being
already nearly 5,000 years behind the development it should
have reached.

The less evolved will have their opportunity later on in the
minor cycles of a succeeding sub-race, at which time human-
ity will have advanced to a point where it can wisely and
understandingly care for and help on their evolution far
more efficiently and quickly than now, while still struggling
for advance itself. The compensation the undeveloped will
receive for waiting certain cycles, as the animals are now
waiting for entrance into the human kingdom—no animals
having been admitted into the human kingdom after the
beginning of the fifth sub-race of the Third Racel®—will
be the tremendously increased and far easier advance to be
made then than now. Therefore the great importance of
arousing all who will listen to a recognition of the necessity
of taking advantage of the great opportunities now offered
for rapid progress and setting out in earnest on the Path or
striving to live the Mystic Life. For this is truly “the end of
the world” (cycle) for those who utterly refuse to respond
to the higher ideals that are now being set forth for human-
ity’s standard and attainment. All such will live out the
natural life of this incarnation and will have every oppor-
tunity given them to contact, if they will, the truths of the
higher life, i. e., to hear lectures, read books and meet with
those whose lives are manifesting the higher ideals. But if
they refuse to listen or pay attention, after the close of this
present life-period they will remain out of incarnation until
the end of this racial cycle. They will then incarnate only
when the great mass of humanity which has continued to

1 The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 54-5.
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advance has progressed to the point where it can carry such
laggards; where their ignorance, indifference, ridicule and
even active opposition can no longer retard the progress of
those who are striving to live up to their highest ideals. In
short, when such backward ones next incarnate they will find
themselves in a hopeless minority and will have to be classed
among the laggards and unfit.

Therefore it is most important that each earnest student
sow the seed wherever the soil seems propitious—not forcing
it.upon others—and leave the harvest to the Great Law. Let
no one say he lacks opportunity. The seed can be sown in
whatever environment we find ourselves if we carefully pre-
pare the soil.

Just as disease is rapidly being abolished by the intelligent
application of our resources, vibratory, physical, mental,
psychic and spiritual, so must poverty be gradually abolished,
not by the confiscation of the wealth of others, but by abolish-
ing the power and prestige now given to the possession of
wealth, increasing the intelligence and efficiency of the
masses, and utilizing the resources of Nature more fully and
under a just and efficient governmental control for the benefit
of the people as a whole.

The fetus of the New Humanity is already stirring in the
Womb of Time, and, like the human mother, humanity must
learn to eliminate its waste materials and poisons and give
the fetus proper nourishment or the life of both the child
and mother will be endangered, as in cases of eclampsia.
This is the work of the present transitory conditions, and it
is a waste of time and energy, hence will delay the fulfillment,
to speculate on the details of that which is to come only after
many hundreds and thousands of years in the future.  The
entire thought and aim of today should be to meet present
day conditions as they confront us, but meet them with an
intelligent conception of the advanced conditions in humanity

)
i
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and its organization toward which the present day events
are tending and which may be attained the more quickly by
taking wise advantage of the opportunities now offered.



CHAPTER 1V
COMETS AND ECLIPSES

“Comets, importing change of times and states,
Brandish your crystal tresses in the sky;
And with them scourge the bad revolting stars.”
—XKing Henry, VI, Shakespeare, Act I, scene 1.
“When beggars die, there are no comets seen;
The heavens themselves blaze forth the death of princess.”
—Julius Caesar, Shakespeare, Act 11, scene 2.
“The heavens declare the glory of God: and the firmament shew-
eth his handiwork.”—Psalms, xix, 1.

Cosmic and sidereal changes directly affect the Earth and
therefore its inhabitants. For instance, it is well known that
the so-called “sun spots” markedly alter the magnetic condi-
tions and hence affect the magnetic and atmospheric currents
of the Earth with such regularity that important changes in
the weather can be predicted a month or more in advance
within a few days after the sun spot appears. This is be-
cause the Sun, altho but the physical reflection of the Spirit-
ual Sun, is nevertheless the heart of our system. And like
the heart of man it has its rhythmic beat, its systole and di-
astole. But instead of its pulsations requiring less than half
a minute to complete the round of circulation, as in the case
of the blood of man, the Sun requires a period of eleven
years to complete the circulation of its life-blood to the
planets and return' And as the sun spots are one of the
phenomena attending the dilation (diastole) of this great
cosmic heart, when the life-forces are being indrawn, astron-
omers are quite correct in stating that this phenomenon will
recur with special intensity every eleven years.

Throughout the ages comets have been universally recog-
T T For details see The Key of Destiny, Curtiss, 8.
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nized by occultists as celestial messengers (“His angels”),
which bring great forces to the systems and planets whose
orbits they intercept. The major ones which contact the
Earth’s atmosphere are followed by great mental, moral,
social and political changes. The major comets are remark-
able for approaching nearer the Sun at perihelion than does
the orbit of any other known body, passing through the Sun’s
corona with a velocity of more than one hundred miles per
second without suffering any retardation. During this pass-
age they gather the message of the Regent of the Sun, to-
gether with its radiant energy and actual physical materials
composing it. The visit of a comet to the Sun is followed
shortly thereafter by a shower of meteors (so-called “shoot-
ing stars”) from a focal point in some particular region or
constellation which is called its “radient” or the radiant cen-
ter and source of the meteors. As the meteors enter the
atmosphere of the Earth they bring not only new magnetic,
ethereal and spiritual forces, but actual physical materials
from their distant sources in the heavens.

The advent of former notable comets was followed by
showers of meteors from Andromeda, Perseus, Leo and
Lyra. But it is of the greatest importance to an under-
standing of this new Aquarian Age to remember that the
advent of the great Halley’s comet in 1910—which really
ushered in the Aquarian Age (1910=11, the number of
Aquarius) and which left in the Earth’s atmosphere the
physical materials of its entire tail, some millions of miles
in length—was followed by a great shower of meteors com-
ing for the first time from Aquarius as their radient or
source! 'Therefore physical science corroborates the occult
teachings that at the beginning of this New Age the Earth
has received not only new forces, but has received actual
material substances from the constellation Aquarius. TIs it
any ‘wonder then that, with the advent of the forces and
materials from Aquarius, its ruler Saturn, the Reaper, should
hegin to reap the crop of tares sown by man during the cycle
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(Piscean) now closing and clear the field for that which is
to be brought forth in the New Age?

Among celestial phenomena the appearance of comets has
always been heralded as a harbinger of strife, war, pestilence
and troublous times. The first great comet commonly men-
tioned in history was seen in western Asia in 604 B. C.,
when Nebuchadnezzar was on his way to the conquest of
Palestine. The Jews of that day regarded it as a portent of
the speedy downfall of their kingdom. In the year 66 A. D,,
according to Josephus, “a star shaped like a sword” hung
over Jerusalem for a whole year before the beginning of the
great war which ended in the destruction of the city by
Titus and the great annihilation of the Jewish state in A. D.
70. Sixty-eight years later another comet appeared, at the
time of the rebellion led by Bar Chochebas which resulted in
the slaughter of half a million Jews by the Roman armies
and the complete dispersion of Israel among the nations.
Since that time rulers and military leaders have always given
attention to the appearance of comets. “Th’ illustrious
stranger passing, terror sheds on gazing nations.” For in-
stance, the comet of 1811 confirmed Napoleon in his plan
for the invasion of Russia, altho his misinterpretation of its
significance proved most disastrous to him.

In reality comets are messengers which literally bring
powers, forces, intelligences and physical materials from the
far distant regions they have traversed. Most of them have
regular orbits and appear regularly at longer or shorter in-
tervals, the one discovered by the astronomer, Wolf, at
Heidelberg, having an orbit whose cycle is said to require
the enormous period of 60,000 years for its completion.
Halley’s great comet, which has a period of approximately
76 years and which recently visited us in 1910, brought not
only new mental, psychic and spiritual forces to this planet,
but the actual phvsical materials of its enormous tail, all of
which were bound to modify not only the minds of men—
as has been so markedly evident in the upset mental condi-
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tions of the nations—but also their astral and physical bodies,
" as well as the Earth itself, just as the clouds of volcanic dust
which were sent high into the upper atmosphere from a
recent volcanic eruption in Alaska encircled the Earth and
affected its climate for many months. Many of the former
visits of this comet were followed by war and marked
changes among the nations, its visit in 1066 being followed
by the invasion of England by the Normans; that of 1456
by the Turkish invasion of Europe, its huge scimitar-shaped
tail exciting the greatest consternation throughout Europe.

Great changes in humanity inevitably follow the appear-
ance of such visitors not because the comets bring war as
such, but because they bring new physical and spiritual
forces, ideas, materials and intelligences destined to usher in
a New Era, either minor or major. The required advance
usually necessitates the destruction of many old conditions,
ideas, forms of government, social conditions and religions,
just as every new cycle of spring necessitates the destruction
of the old forms of the last season’s vegetation. Hence the
appearance of comets should be regarded as the dawn of a
new springtime for humanity, a new cycle and in some cases
a New Era in the evolution of mankind and the planet. They
therefore bring good tidings, in spite of the changes neces-
sary for the new manifestation. ‘

Altho there are two eclipse seasons of the Sun and one:
of the Moon of about a month’s duration in each year,
eclipses are nevertheless important in marking the duration
of cycles, some major and many minor. The cycle of
eclipses occurring every 18 years is called a Seros? and
is especially important because in each Saros the eclipses are
repeated in nearly the same consecutive order, and are of a
similar character, i.e., either total, annular or partial.

$ “Later (especially the last four centuries B. C.) angular measurements
were made (by the Babylonians) in ‘cubit-degrees and inches’ (Kugler). These
observations resulted in the discovery of the eighteen-year period, which the
Greeks called ‘Saros’.”—Origins of Civilization, Prof. James H. Breasted.
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We are taught that as the Moon is eclipsed by the shadow
of the Earth when the Earth passes between it and the Sun,
the Earth while thus hiding its lesser luminary is gathering
up and absorbing more occult, mystical and wonderful po-
tencies and preparing for a new expression. And so must it
be with each individual and with this Order. Since The
Order of Christian Mystics is a true cosmic Order, ever
since its conception it has noticeably followed the trend and
laws of cosmic events. It has passed through many periods
of partial eclipse when darkness seemed to settle over it,
vet like the planet, during those periods of semi-darkness
it was gathering greater powers and more wonderful poten-
cies that it might manifest more powerfully in the new day,
just as the individual learns his greatest Soul-lessons and
has his most vital experiences while passing through pe-
riods of darkness or eclipse.

And as in the cosmic system, each atom (personality) that
is drawn into the onward sweep of this Order has its place
and its special end to attain. Again like the Cosmos, the
Order is governed by a mighty and immutable law which
predestines each Soul who correlates with its force to
reach the perfection of Sons, yet gives to each the widest
latitude of free-will, as to the manner and the length of time
required, to work out his destiny; for all are destined ulti-
mately to reach such perfection. Because of his free-will
he can refuse to work in the little personal ways that mark
the beginning of all great endeavors and wander like an
embryonic Sun which, through countless eons, is apparently
lost in space, or again like others, he can be drawn into the
influence of some system whose day of manifestation is
progressing, and there apparently be swallowed up as an
independent entity, obeying the law of that system and add-
ing his force to it. Yet altho he senses the untrammeled
scope of the work in which he is destined to participate, and
the importance of the fulfillment of the end, he often forgets
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his own individual responsibility and is inclined to leave
such matters to the leaders of the organization, society or
church with which he is connected, and thus greatly delays
the time of his perfection.

The vision of the glory to be attained is ultimately sensed
by every advancing Soul. Even tho it looms but dimly
before the mental vision it thrills every fiber of his being,
much as an autumnal landscape, veiled by a faint violet
haze through which the Sun shines with a softened glow
idealizing land and sea, fills the heart of the beholder with
an ecstasy of longing. Yet the same objects viewed in the
full glare of the mid-summer Sun stand out as naked physi-
cal objects to be met and conquered through effort; grain
to be garnered; fruit to be sprayed that it may be saved
from the ravages of insects; everywhere the need of honest
toil to reap the harvest; or seen in early spring will sug-
gest only hope and possibility; a spur to the needed toil
and effort. Hence none should waste time dreaming of
the end, but should do each task as it is- presented with the
realization that thus the end will be attained as surely as
the harvest follows spring and summer.

The eclipse of the Moon on July 14th, 1916, marked the
close of a secret major cycle of long duration, and from an
occult standpoint was one of the most important for many
centuries; for it marked an absolute change from one era
to another. In other words, the Earth’s position in rela-
tion not only to the Sun, but to its great journey through
space along with its companion planets was uniquely dif-
ferent from any similar position which it had ever occupied
before. That eclipse marked an entire climatic, mental,
psychic and spiritual change for the Earth and its inhabi-
tants; fhe beginning of the fulfillment approaches. The
baptism of blood in the World War had reached its first
stage of completion and had entered upon that which was
indicated by the excess of green color that was visible as
the eclipse progressed. When the eclipse was watched
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closely the red in its darker, angrier and more disastrous
form was seen to be followed by the green, which symbolizes
the lower mind, the dominance of the intellectual or lower
manas by means of which physical supply is obtained. But
after the war that, too, will pass away, just as it was seen to
pass over the Moon; for the reign of intellect over the
world, as used by so-called “big business” selfishly to con-
trol the supply of the necessities of God’s children, is about
to be eclipsed. This did not come immediately after the
war nor will it come even quickly, but it is destined to pass
away; to be swept from the planet by devastations of war
and anarchy, as well as the physical devastations that will
prevail over all the globe. As we have said, the first step,
or as the Bible puts it, “the first woe,” is accomplished and
the second seal has been opened.

At 6:30 P. M., on March 2nd, 1918, another most occultly
momentous astronomical event occurred, one which marked
the close of the long cycle of the cosmic reign of Saturn
in the Greater Zodiac and the beginning of the reign of
Jupiter, which is to last throughout the entire sixth and
seventh sub-races or until the Sixth Great Race is ushered
in. For altho this present Aquarian Age is said to be ruled
by Uranus, since Uranus is a Ruler of Rulers, it will rule
largely through its influence on Jupiter, giving to the in-
fluence of that planet greater power and potency, just as the
powers of Saturn were made more potent during the past
Piscean Age. At the above mentioned hour there was a
great rejoicing and jubilee in all the realms and worlds of
this system, from the glad dancing of the fairies and ele-
mentals up to the sacred joy of even the Arch Angels; for
at that hour the Mystery Planet so long hidden behind the
Moon showed, for the first time since the forces of its laya
centers were transferred to this planetary chain? a
glimpse of its bright rim beyond that of the Moon and shed

3 See The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 204,
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its glorious light directly upon all the kingdoms, as our entire
system entered the new configuration in space.

When we speak of a Greater and a lesser zodiac it must
be understood that we are using the terms Greater and lesser
in the same sense that the physical human body is a lesser
expression of the greater Divine Self, the Immortal I.
And being the microcosm of the macrocosm man manifests
through cycles of zodiacal influences corresponding to those
through which the planets pass. We speak of the Path of
Evolution through which the personality passes and the
greater Path of Manifestation through which the immortal
Soul is evolving, yet each includes the building in of the
forces and lessons from the zodiac.

The Earth passes through the twelve signs of the zodiac
in one year, while “Our whole planetary system moves in
retrograde direction through the twelve signs of the Zodiac,
which like a gigantic ring encircles our Cosmos with numer-
ous other solar-systems. All these solar-systems revolve
around one Central Sun, which is supposed to be in the con-
stellation Pleiades (Alcyone).”* To make a mental pic-
ture of this is somewhat difficult unless we compare it with
man, comparing the lesser zodiac, whose constellations we
can see and study with the telescope, with man’s physical
body and the Greater Zodiac which we cannot see with the
physical eyes to the Soul or the true I, the movement being
retrograde because the Soul is going back to God as it
revolves around the central Spiritual Sun.

The eclipse of 71 per cent of the light of the Sun on the
evening of June 8th, 1918, which threw a line of shadow
fifty miles wide diagonally across this country from Aber-
deen, Washington, to Ormond, Florida, was also of great
significance to this country, as those will recognize who
have eyes to see and hearts to understand.

The total ecilpse of the Moon on the night of April 21st,
1921, marked another important step in the manifestation -

+ Astrology, Its Technics and Ethics, C. Aq. Libra, 17.



Comets and Eclipses 55

of the Mystery Planet and an important stage in the life ex-
pression of The Order of Christian Mystics. The sum of
the numbers forming that date (4-21-1921) equals 20, which
number is called “The Dispenser of Wisdom.”® And it
was during that eclipse that “the Lord of Life and Love and
Wisdom,” the Real or Divine Self of the Order or the great
Spiritual Being for whose special manifestation the Order
was put forth, actually descended to take up His abode in
the aura of the Order and become ‘“the Dispenser of Wis-
dom” for it, while those who form the true atoms of the
body of the Order must become the points of radiation of
His force and consciousness and responsible for the Order’s
influence in the world.

We are therefore standing before the Mighty Portals,
waiting for the curtain of time to rise upon the New Age.
Its rise will be gradual, first illuminating our feet (under-
standing), then our hands. (power to accomplish), our
hearts (power to bring forth) and finally will bring illumina-
tion to our heads (power to rule). Let us, therefore, pre-
pare ourselves for that which is approaching so swiftly.

But opposed to every seemingly evil omen, portents of
good also appear. 'The new star called Nowa Agquillae,
which was recently discovered on the verge of the Milky
Way between Altair and Etfa Serpens, thus falling in the
sign Capricorn, is one of the most important phenomena
that has appeared for many centuries. As referred to hy
one authority: “The famous star which appeared in An-
dromeda about the time of the Nativity, and which later
was seen by Albumazar, the Arabian astronomer in 945
AD.,, again in 1264, and towards the end of the sixteenth
century by Kepler, is one of those stars which have an orbit
of great eccentricity with the major axis towards the solar
system, so that they appear ‘end on’ when entering the field
of vision, make a brief incursion, during which they appear
to grow in luminosity, and then recede again and are lost

5 See The Key of Destiny, Curtiss, 278.
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to view for a period of many years. . . . It thus falls in
the Sign Capricorn, and this sign is affected during the
years 1921-2 by a malefic conjunction of Mars and Mer-
cury in the world horoscope. . . . Falling as it does in
the Sign Capricorn, astrologically associated with political
and governmental affairs more than any other sign of the
zodiac on account of its correspondence with the tenth divi-
sion of the heavens, this ‘star’ holds for us portents of singu-
lar interest. . . . Perhaps new stars have another signifi-
cance than that which belongs to comets. It may herald the
appearance or birth of a new and great political leader or
the rise of a new world power in the domain of politics.
That it falls in the solar decan of the sign Capricorn is at
least significant of such a probability.”®

Since Capricorn is the most mysterious and esoteric
sign of all the zodiac? its chief significance to us as
Mystics is that Capricorn is presided over by the great Spir-
itual Beings called the Kumaras, whose special function it
is to bring forth for the race the Avatars or those “Superior
Gods” who manifest themselves to men. The Kumaras
are also concerned in the destruction of lower forms of life
and manifestation that higher forms may take their places,
also the lower passions and appetites of man, thus helping
man to evolve to his higher destiny through the exercise
of the power of Krivashakti, the power of Spiritual Creative
Thought which enables one to produce external, tangible
phenomena by its own inherent energy. This means that
while man is still dwelling here on Earth in separated sexes
his higher creations will ultimately be brought forth not
through sex, but through this mysterious creative power of
Spiritual Thought. And Capricorn is the sign where these
mighty Beings, of whom St. Michael was one, preside. Tt
is for this reason that all Avatars or Saviors of mankind
are born or rather appear in Capricorn. or as it is commonly

¢ Sepharial in the “British Journal of Astrology,” July, 1918.
Y See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 178-9.
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expressed, are “laid in a manger,” Capricorn being the sign
of the manger. It is also the sign of the goat, an animal
that is very strongly sexed, thus plainly showing that the
power of creating through thought and will must proceed
from the same spiritual source as the lower sexual crea-
tions, but pure and undefiled and manifesting through other
centers. That is to say, the sexual conditions will be sup-
plemented, not superseded, by Kriyashakti. An Avatar, as
we know, is not born sexually of mortal woman, yet is
truly “born of a virgin”—the sign Virgo being on the hori-
zon as Capricorn rises—and “laid in the manger” where the
animals come for their food.®

What is the significance of these great cosmic events for
us as Christian Mystics and students of occult philosophy?
The cosmic life-blood permeates not only the planet, but
the very substance of our bodies, the physical as well as the
finer. For the last few years the very air we breathe has
been so charged with new forces and substances that it has
been more difficult than formerly for advanced and super-
sensitive persons to breathe, especially during periods of low
barometer which would naturally intensify the physical
effect. It is the influx of these new currents of life-force
and finer substances which is eliminating the accumulated
effluvia from the mind and aura and body of humanity like
a purging draught, that it may be cleansed and ready to
enter into the New Era and correlate with the new forces
now being poured out upon mankind and the planet. Natu-
rally the more sensitive persons who have some diseased or
even weak spot in their bodies, or who have something in
their minds and auras which requires elimination, find this
period of purgation a trying and confusing time. Yet they
should remember that the power of the Christ within them
is greater than all that can oppose their. advance if they will
but correlate with and utilize it.

Also, altho the nervous ether of the planet is impregnated

R
$ For explanation see The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 137,
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with man’s vileness and is bringing back to him for redemp-
tion that which he has created and sent forth, nevertheless
it is also filled with a new influx of the vibrant life-force of-
the Cosmos, the very Christ-power. Therefore we should
recognize the meaning of the transitory conditions under
which we are living and refuse to respond to or correlate
with anything but the constructive life-forces in them. If
our bodies are strong and healthy and do not suffer we
may find other effects of these new forces springing up;
new expressions of temper to subdue, irritation to conquer,
selfishness to rise above and temptations of the flesh to
overcome. In short, everything in the Earth’s atmosphere
and aura is intensified, both the good and the evil. Hence
we must make a still greater effort than we have made in
the past to “stand on the Lord’s (Law’s) side.”

In these days of confusion, when the last of the old cycle
is overlapping the new—Ilike the period of convalescence
after a disease has run its course ere the new cells can be
built in and perfect health restored—the great end which
these changes in conditions and affairs are striving to bring
about is one of purification and balance and a harmonizing
with the higher spiritual note that has been sounded in the
cosmic scale. Unless we strive to correlate with this aim
and bring about these changes voluntarily within ourselves
and our environment we are placing ourselves as impedi-
ments in the circulation of the blood of the Cosmos. Hence,
like all impediments in a swiftly flowing current, we must
either be stranded and left behind or be swept along to be
buffeted and suffer until we are purified and have become
“one with the stream or one with the Law. And since man
has free-will he can make himself either something that
must be purged from the life-stream of humanity or he can
become a white warrior corpuscle or leucocyte, which aids
in the destruction and elimination of impurities and in the
building up of the new tissues in the body of mankind.

This is a vital subject for us as practical Mystics to
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understand and take advantage of, a practical result toward
which we should strive; for it shows us why conditions in
the world are so unbalanced and also toward what ends they
are tending. It further shows why our personal conditions
are more or less unbalanced and inharmonious. And just
as when our blood is polluted we should not wait for the
purifying process to force out the impurities through pain-
ful boils, etc., but should purge ourselves within and with-
out and wash out the impurities with great draughts of
sparkling water, so during this period in evolution we should
drink in copious draughts of the divine Waters of Life, the
force of the Great Mother-love, which shall purify our
minds and hearts from selfishness, jealousy, resentment and
antagonism, and also purge from our mental and astral
bodies all impure desires which attract to us similar condi-
tions and forces from the mental and astral worlds.
Having experienced the first stage—the Awakening—ere
we consciously started out on the Path, through following
the above suggestions we can pass the second of the stages
of the Mystic Life—the Purgation—and prepare ourselves

for the three final stages—Illumination, Crucifixion, Union .

—in which we shall become conscious channels and agents
of the cosmic life-forces in their work for the regeneration
of humanity and the planet itself, thus making the “last
days” of the old dispensation a vital preparation for the new.

[



CHAPTER V
THE LAW OF GROWTH

“Seek out the way. . . . Seek it by study of the laws of
being, the laws of nature, the laws of the supernatural; and seek
it by making the profound obeisance of the soul to the dim star
that burns within."—Light on the Path, Collins.

To understand the causes underlying the many questions
which are pressing upon all thinkers for solution today, we
must recognize the motive power back of the evolution of
both our individual lives and the Race, as well as the planet
upon which we dwell. All manifested creation is produced
as a result of vibratory differentiation of Eternal Motion
and its resultant Force. Spirit and matter are but conven-
ient terms used to express degrees of retardation of Abso-
lute Motion, which in turn is the expression of Divine
Will. Without Motion and its resulting Force the universe
would be a dead, cold, solid and immovable cinder upon
which no life could exist. The power of the Sun and wind,
the waves of the sea, the waterfall, of steam and electricity
are but various expressions of Divine Will going forth
into manifestation. As long as there is motion, which is
vibration or life, we cannot get away from God, for it is in
this God that “we live and move and have our being.”

One reason why Saturn is spoken of as the Regent of the
Earth is that the force sent out by that cosmic center of
force is stability and inertia. It is, therefore, ruler in so
far as, without stability, Motion would have nothing on
which to act. Saturn is also called the Adversary, because
his force of inertia is forever opposed to Motion. And it
is that impassive shore against which the sea of humanity
is forever beating in restless activity until an equilibrium

[ [}
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between the two is attained. Perfect balance or equilibrium
is the “rest that remaineth for the people of God.” Still-
ness and apathy as well as strife and inharmony result in
death, but equilibrated Motion is eternal life.

As the child grows in body, mind and Soul in response to
this Law, which expresses in every atom of its being as
growth, expansion and unfoldment, so it is with the planet
upon which we dwell. Today mankind is awakening to a
realization that we are living in a new and transitional age
in which changes are taking place so rapidly that we must
become more thoroughly acquainted with new aspects of
many of the forces of the universe with which we once
thought ourselves familiar, but which daily surprise us with
new expressions. Yet this is only the same surprise we feel
when we meet one whom we had known as a child only a
few years ago, but who now must be treated as a man.
The explanation is that the Race and the planet have grown
up to their young manhood and have entered in earnest upon
their real life expression.

Just as the variation or special form of the Eternal Mo-
tion which produces our individual lives also determines our
vibratory place, decides the possibilities of our attainments
and marks out the path of our evolutionary destiny, so with
the Earth. It, too, is traveling its appointed Path, unfold-
ing and manifesting the various stages of its evolutionary
cycle and taking its true place in the universe in obedience
to the same law. It is the same Force whether pushing a
planet or solar system onward to the fulfillment of its
destiny or acting within the heart of a tiny seed causing it to
expand and burst asunder its confining husk or shell and
gradually unfold into the type of plant its destiny has or-
dained.

The reason we are not astonished and awed by the won-
derful transformation of the acorn into the oak is that we
have grown familiar with the miracle. But because we
know that the invisible pattern of the oak lies embedded
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within the acorn awaiting only for its unfoldment and em-
bodiment in matter to manifest the tree, it is none the less
a miracle. So familiar are we with this phenomenon that
we forget that according to the same law the ideal or po-
tentiality within the seed of a world or a humanity or an
individual Soul must likewise pass through all its various
phases of unfoldment and ultimately manifest the ideal
which the Divine Will has implanted within it. The process
followed is the same as that of the plant, i. e., assimilating
the elements needed by each individual from the environ-
ment in which it finds itself, and building those elements
into the pattern provided by its destiny.

Once we awaken to the method by which the ideal mani-
fests through the Law of Growth we will realize that we
have not discovered a new force in Nature or harnessed a
new energy as we advance, but that whenever a force is
contacted it indicates that the seed is taking a new step in
its growth, for the completion of which it must utilize a
higher aspect or expression of the One Life. The man who
thinks he has discovered a new force has merely unfolded
within himself a new phase of consciousness by which he
recognizes and vibrates to a similar force within Nature and
himself. And like the seed, at every unfoldment of the
God-consciousness within him he enters a new field of force
in Nature to which his physical body and his consciousness
have responded ere it was possible for him to take the step.

For instance, until recently aeroplanes, the wireless ap-
paratus, radium and so on were impossible, not because the
" laws of aviation and radiant energy did not exist, but be-
cause man’s consciousness had not reached a point where
it could contact, recognize and understand those laws. He
had not unfolded into that realm of consciousness. Simi-
larly at present he is not able to understand how to utilize
the dynaspheric force and thus draw power for his aero-
planes and other engines directly from the air without the
use of fuel, or how to use it to heal his disease and satisfy



The Law of Growth 63

all his needs, by correlating it with the powers which he will
some day awaken within himself, just as Nature manifests
all her marvels by utilizing the forces already within her.
But this, too, will be grasped and understood in a compara-
tively short time.

The coming New Age into which science is now entering
has been called by some the Magnetic Age, and already, by
charging them with magnetism, Dr. Ross has been able to
preserve without ice for over three years fruits, vegetables
and meats which remained as full of life-force and as fresh
as the day they were prepared. The Magnetic Age will as far
surpass the achievements of the present Electrical Age as
the latter has surpassed the Age of Steam. But the Mag-
netic Age, in its turn, will be superseded by the still more
wonderful Dynaspheric Age. Man and Nature must un-
fold together in manifesting the Divine Will.

If the Earth were merely an inert mass thrown off from
the Sun or other planet and projected only by its initial
velocity it would have slowed down and ceased the manifes-
tation of its forces long ere this. But the fact that it is con-
stantly unfolding new expressions of force and manifesting
new powers—the effect of more rapid vibrations—shows
that it is not an inert mass blindly following so-called me-
chanical laws, but is a living entity gradually unfolding its
inner ideal according to the Law of Growth, just as the
inner ideal present within the acorn unfolds into the oak,
for the most powerful microscope can find no trace of a
pattern in the acorn. The difference is similar to that be- .
tween a projectile fired from a cannon, which continually
and rapidly decreases in velocity, and an express train that
picks up speed as the result of the increased application of
power at the will of the engineer, that it may conform to
the schedule or destiny set for it. The present age is truly
called a “speed” age, because the Earth is picking up speed
and events are rushing toward us and flying past like the
scenery viewed from a speeding train.
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Once understand that the Source of Power is within and
is gradually unfolding our possibilities according to the Law
of Growth and we can begin to work consciously with the
Law. We will not strive to conquer Nature’s forces only
from without, but will realize that really to know and mas-
ter a force we must unfold the consciousness of it within
ourselves; for we cannot conceive of a thing of which the
consciousness has not been unfolded within us, any more
than an undeveloped mind can understand a complicated
scientific instrument or process, even tho it is presented
to it and carefully explained.

To grow we must drink in the Divine as the seed drinks
in its nourishment from the elements, realizing that the
Divine Consciousness contains all the forces, all the ideas,
inventions, etc., necessary for the advancement of the Race
in all ages, and that these will be unfolded as fast as man is
ready to correlate with them. Those most attuned to each
phase or idea will grasp and respond to it first. One who is
accustomed to vibrate to the mechanical expression of a
force or idea would be the first to bring it forth as an ad-
vanced mechanism, while a scientist, musician or painter
would express the same idea or force, each in his own field.
Only thus can we work in unison with the Great Law to
bring about the manifestation of the ideal or Real Self within
us and the real Sabbath for the Race.

While we remain unenlightened we are the victims of
great currents of force, swept this way and that by the
swirling currents of adverse and inharmonious forces which
man’s opposition to Divine Will and his perversion of
Divine Love have brought forth. In fact, unenlightened
man today is quite as helpless in the desire and mental
worlds as was primitive man in the physical world during
the early ages of the Race when the conflicts of the elements
were of such a devastating and awe-inspiring character.
For today man is meeting in the astral and mental worlds
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the same problems which he faced in the physical world in
the early days.

There is a kind of faith which man must attain—a living
faith in the certainty of the working of the Great Law—
which will carry him through every experience and make
him the ruler of his destiny. This faith is the result of an
inward correlation with the mystic forces of the universe,
an inward realization that he is one with those forces;
that his whole life is but a manifestation of them. Hence,
nothing in the universe is apart from him, nor is he apart

" from them.

Manifested God (Good) is the Divine Outpouring from
the Absolute, eternally going forth into creative activity and
returning to its Source, according to cyclic law. Hence the
result of the mandate, “Let there be light!” was not the
creation of a new world so much as it was the result of the
activity of Divine Love reaching out into and through all
chaotic conditions that the living Light might penetrate
into and transmute and evolve the materials thrown off un-
perfected and unredeemed from a previous world system,
yet containing the seed of a future world,®! materials
which were waiting in the darkness for the Light of their
new day to dawn. In the same way the seed lies in the
darkness of the earth, where it is subjected to the disinte-
grating forces necessary for its transmutation, and there
awaits the quickening ray which shall start its evolution. God
did not say, “Let us make a new earth for man to dwell in
and rule,” but the cyclic motion of the ever outgoing Divine
Will and Love sent forth a quickening Ray into the world-
seed dropped by a previous world system, which seed con-
tained all the various substances and forces which the pre-
vious humanity, in all its various phases, was unable per-
fectly to correlate with, for the faculties and powers neces-
sary to master such conditions were not yet evolved in man
as a whole.

1 See The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 325,
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This is the secret of the forces back of present day condi-
tions. We look around us and note man’s marvelous ad-
vance in science and invention, how he conquers the air,
harnesses the oceans and subdues the mountains and we are
inclined to say, “Behold how wise and powerful is man.”
But all this advance is merely the natural result of the cyclic
push given to all evolution by the outgoing Cycle of Mani-
festation through the great Law of Growth, the cyclic urge
to a higher and more perfect manifestation of Divine Will.
In other words, man cannot make practical his new discov-
eries until the evolution of the planet has produced the neces-
sary conditions and the discoverer has evolved the analogous
forces within himself. Hence the motive power back of all
growth and evolution is the One Life, which proceeds from
Divine Will to bring forth through Divine Love, ever un-
folding within us and in all creations higher and higher
stages toward ultimate perfection.

When man awakens to this truth and understands that
he has not evolved unaided all the advance which today is so
rapidly unfolding, he will begin to have faith that the power
of the One Life, as a Ray of the Divine, is working within
him to unfold and bring to perfection the seeds of his Di-
vinity. Only his refusal to open his heart to the stream
of quickening life-force and his refusal to work with it can
keep him back from the mastery of his powers; for it is
only through his Will to correlate with the One Life that
he can keep pace with the possibilities in himself and the
planet and become a conscious co-worker with God.

At present man too often seeks to use the powers of God
for his own selfish ends without regard to the ideals toward
which all evolution is advancing. One phase of teaching
says, “Kill out desire,” and another holds up desire as the
motive power by which alone man can advance, claiming
that whatever man desires he should have. Others limit
desire to one set of emotions and functions which they elect
to call evil, and much family discord, sorrow, suffering and
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even sin result. Thus the average student is confused and
knows not which way to turn. The truth is that human
desire is but a negative manifestation of Divine Will and
has its seat or focus in the astral world. Since we should
never cultivate the negative aspect of anything, instead of
allowing ourselves negatively to be ruled by desire, we
should carefully discriminate between the objects of our
desire and then positively will that which we have chosen
as best for us.

The astral world contains all the unfulfilled desires of
humanity, as well as those Souls who have passed away
from the physical life, but who are still seeking to gratify
their desires on Earth. All these forces of desire float out
aimlessly over humanity like clouds of exhaust steam, ever
seeking expression through man and sweeping him first this
way and then that, expending their energy with no construc-
tive object in view. An erroneous idea of certain modern
teachings *is that man, undeveloped as he is today, is
omnipotent and that by the mere exercise of his Will, the
control of his breath and life-forces, he can attain oneness
with the Divine Will or enter Cosmic Consciousness. But
the esoteric teaching is that only by correlating with the
currents of the One Life through meditation and heart devo-
tion can the life-forces of man’s body become attuned to
their parent Source and allow the One Life to flow through
him in perfect harmony. In other words, it is not by mere-
ly willing to breathe in a certain way that the higher con-
sciousness is induced, but through proper meditation and
correlation, the breath will automatically follow the rhythm
of the One Life and thus unite us to the ideal upon which
we are meditating. But woe to him who thinks to master
any force, even those manifesting in his own body, for him-
self alone or without working in harmony with Divine Will
and Love!

The Race is now passing through a transitional state in
which one sub-race (fifth) is overlapping the next (sixth);
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a night between two day periods. For just as we find no
hard and fast lines of demarcation between the forces of
Nature, so with Races. Day and night and the seasons of
the year overlap and blend the one into the other; the colors
of the rainbow merge into each other and the last note of the
musical octave becomes the first note of a new octave. So
in the greater cycles of Races and sub-races there is a long
period in which the forces especially operative in the fifth
sub-race must either find their perfection, fulfill their high-
est good and be garnered into the storehouse of the Race or
be swept away and disintegrated into their original elements,
to come forth again when the new humanity is far enough
evolved and unfolded to grasp and deal with that which it
failed to perfect in the past.

Nothing is lost, either in the personal life or in the life of
the Race or the planet. In each incarnation we either master
the conditidns we meet and learn their lessons—in which
case the experience gained is stored up as vibratory power
in the Higher Self—or the present forms of those problems
which have proved too hard for us are disintegrated (an-
other manifestation of force) apd await the Soul at its next
incarnation, when the same tendencies and problems must
be faced and the victory gained.

The same law operates with every Race and sub-race and
with the planef itself, for every planet is a reincarnation of
a previous planet, every Race of a previous Race and every
sub-race a reincarnation of a sub-race of a previous Great
Race. The storms and cataclysms which occur at the end
of each sub-race and Race are the result of the forces of
disintegration, and correspond to the changes of distintegra-
tion which take place in man’s physical body at the end of its

life-cycle and later on in astral and mental bodies.

Both the planet and the Race have been passing through
a minor night-period or pralaya. All that has been given to
man to understand, use and rule, that he may become a con-
scious co-worker with God for the good of all—but which
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his selfishness, unbrotherliness and inhumanity and his re-
fusal to work with the Divine Will has perverted and abused
—must now be gathered up in a mighty harvest, the tares
and the wheat together. In fact, this period of overlapping
may be likened to the Mill of the Gods in which the harvest
is tested and all but the golden grain is driven out. As The
Voice of the Silence says: ‘“The worthlcss husks it drives
from out the golden grain, the refuse from the flour.” But
the husks and refuse will, after their disintegration, form
the materials and forces which fertilize the crop of new
conditions in which the humanity of the new day-period
must now sow its seed.

Every Soul who has awakened to a realization of the law
of the One Life has within him the key which will not only
unlock all doors, but which will solve all mysteries and show
him how safely to ride the storms of this period ¢f transition
15 God’s ambassador on Earth; for he understands that the
tonditions he fearlessly faces, the Great Law will give
him the strength to conquer.

How then can we “help nature and work on with her,”
correlate with the mighty stream of Divine Will and Love
that is rejuvenating the planet and the Race and preparing
them for a new and greater period of manifestation? Di-
vine Will is the pactive, centrifugal, masculine aspect, as
Divine' Love is #;: passive, centripetal or feminine aspect
of the manifesting Godhead expressing according to the
Law of Growth, while desire, which holds sway in the lower
realms, may be likened to the exhaust steam of an engine.
But just as the efficient engineer utilizes the exhaust steam
in a secondary cylinder to add to the power of the whole,
so when desire is conquered, controlled and directed by the
purified Will it becomes an auxiliary cylinder to the engine
which is bearing us toward the goal of our destiny.

Out of a negative desire to be kind and loving we must
evolve a Will to be so; out of a desire to know and under-
stand we must Will to; out of a desire to work in harmony
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with the Law of Growth we must Will to work with it. As
Eliphas Lévi truly says: “To will well, to will long, to will
always, but never to lust after anything, such is the secret
of power. . . . The Magus thinks and wills; he loves noth-
ing with desire ; he rejects nothing in rage.”? The Secret Doc-
trine tells us; “The Higher Mind directs the Will ; the lower
turns it into selfish Desire.”®

Divine Will and Divine Love, united in expression through
the Law of Growth, bring into action the force of the Divine
One Life, the Christ-force, the motive power of the uni-
verse, the power back of all evolution. Once we correlate
with it by willing to let the Christ-force manifest in us as a
definite determination to conquer and we will have entered
that great stream of Divine Creative Force; will have at-
tached our individual car to the express train that is carry-
ing humanity and the planet on to their destination. If we
go through life with desire instead of Will for motive power,
spiritually we are drifting aimlessly with the tide. And
there is no more hopeless person than one who merely desires
to be good, desires to be liberal, to be happy, to be thought
well of, etc., yet who makes no definite effort of Will to attain
his ideal. Since the dynaspheric force is the servant of the
purified and trained Will, no one can hope to utilize it, either
in himself or in the world, who is still controlled by desire.

Many come into touch with these Teachings because of
a desire to gain all that is possible without serious effort on
their part; because they desire to advance without the effort
to correlate with the positive force of Will, perhaps think-
ing that the desired development will soak into them like a
shower of rain on a thirsty field and with no special effort
on their part to understand and utilize the higher forces.
Their Wills are dormant and the motive power of their
lives is but the exhaust steam of desire. They are like the
dogs which by the very onward rush of an automobile are

2 Transcendental Magic, pp. 237, 238.
8 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, iii. §59.
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impelled to run along beside it for a time, imagining that
they can keep pace with it. Naturally such persons run here
and there with no fixed purpose and no Will to attain. And
they are often astonished to see others who have Will be-
hind them push past them and press on toward their goal.
These Teachings are the result of positive Willing to en-
lighten and inspire humanity, not merely on the part of those
agents who started out to accomplish this task through a
special avenue of force, but on the part of those Great
Teachers who through Will have taken their places at the
head of the great stream of evolution which ordains that
humanity shall have avenues through which the Law of
Growth may be taught it, with as little personal bias as pos-
sible, and with Will and Love co-equal. Therefore, the
great whirlwind of Divine Will which sweeps over mankind
at the close of certain cycles has gathered together an atom
(personality) here and an atom there, as many as were
willing to be lifted up out of their old conceptions and be
swept out into the great stream of unselfish service for
humanity, with nothing to hold them together but Divine
Love. With these there may be gathered some who are but
like chaff, who have no momentum, no Will. But those
soon drop out, for they are blown hither and thither by
every passing breeze in the lower levels of desire. But
when the time of hill-climbing comes they will fall away
long before the attainment of that which the Will of the
Teacher has ordained, and will drop back contentedly into
their old habits of thought and life, to be picked up and
swirled around by the next current of force that passes by.

To correlate with the One Life and become conscious
workers with the Divine we must transmute desire into Will
and be dominated by the Will to Grow. Awaken then to
the necessity of Willing and taking definite steps to correlate
with the Christ-consciousness of the One Life, knowing that
all life is an expression of Eternal Motion. '
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Better is he who with an open mind Wills to do and
makes a mistake, than he who stands still or drifts along
on the exhaust steam of desire. For if he is earnestly press-
ing forward, the imperfect or mistaken attainment of today
will be left behind without a sigh tomorrow, for the ad-
vance he has made will give him a fuller understanding
and a greater appreciation of what is best for his spiritual
unfoldment and he will see his goal draw closer and closer
as he draws closer and closer to the perfect manifestation
of Divine Will and Love.

Make life forceful, with Will standing back of everything
we do or think. But at the same time draw close and let
the Mother-love pervade and bring forth the Christ in us,
so that all who meet us will recognize that while we are
positive and forceful we are also loving.



CHAPTER V1
THE BIRTH OF THE NEW AGE

“And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds,
with great power and glory. And then shall he send his angels,
and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the
uttermost part of the earth, to the uttermost part of heaven’”—
St. Mark, xiii, 26-27

In the early ages, ere the masculine and feminine prin-
ciples were separated into independent men and women, ere
the dawn of the days, symbolically recorded in the first chap-
ters of Genesis, and while the two principles were expressing
in the one organism, there was a period in human evolu-
tion corresponding to the transitional period through which
humanity is passing today. But conditions were so different
then that we of separate and corporeal organism can scarcely
realize or even imagine how beings of an incorporeal and
ethereal substance—half astral and half physical—could
think, act and function. For it must be remembered that
the humanity of that time had not yet reached the lowest
arc of its cycle of descent into matter. ‘

As we have explained in The Voice of Isis “These

misty forms became more and more dense by the gradual

absorption of a new element, earth, until “The Second Race
...... being also sexless, evolved out of itself, at its
beginning, the Third, Androgyne Race by an analogous, but
already more complicated process’ . . . . . . Only toward
the middle of the Third Race (Lemurian) did solid bones
develop, the sexes separate, the body become ‘clothed with
coats of skin’ and take on human form as we know it

today.” '
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The dense materialization began about the middle of the
Third Race and was completed by the middle of the Fourth.
(Atlantean) Race, by which time, owing to the density of
the physical conditions in which they must ultimately mani-
fest, the separation of the sexes was completed. The sepa-
ration was inevitable, for it was necessary that both ex-
pressions—active and passive, positive and negative—mani-
fest fully and completely and learn independently, yet to-
gether, the lessons of this lowest and densest phase of the
Cycle of Manifestation. ‘This could not be accomplished
all at once, for physical conditions were then so crude,
dense and hard that only by the complete dominance of the
positive and masculine element could the organism survive,
and this permitted little free expression of the feminine ele-
ment.

It must be borne in mind, however, that when speaking
of the masculine and feminine elements expressing through
one organism we must not picture man and woman as known
today. Neither must we construct an anatomical anomaly
in which the two sets of physical organs are equally devel-
oped, for we are contemplating that which, while it had
been projected into the physical plane, had not as yet taken
on physical expression. It was expressing in ethereal and
astral matter and was tending toward the density of the
physical embodiment, but the masculine and feminine func-
tions had not then focalized themselves into bodily organs.
They only existed in potentiality or at most in rudimentary
form. . S R

It was then that the masculine and feminine Principles
thus projected into Earth conditions began to manifest. The
masculine functions are the result of the outpouring and
embodiment of the masculine Principle of Will, intellect,
courage and the power to fructify and express in form.
The feminine functions are the result of the outpouring
and embodiment of the feminine Principle of Love, com-



The Birth of the New Age 75

passion, intuition and the desire to bring forth in form.
The masculine Principle, being an expression of the divine
Father-aspect of the Godhead, manifests as a great, over-
whelming and self-sacrificing desire to project and fructify,
even at the expense of itself, while the feminine Principle,
being an expression of the divine Mother-aspect of the God-
head, manifests as an overwhelming desire, yearning and
eagerness to bring forth, cherish and preserve, even at the
expense of its own substance. The chief manifestation of
the masculine Principle is creativeness. The chief mani-
festation of the feminine Principle is motherhood, both
expressed in perfect purity.

If this short summary of the creativé. Principles in mani-
festation is understood and borne in mind many of the
difficulties arising from the contradictory teachings of oth-
ers as to sex will be avoided or solved.

Altho the feminine Principle is focused in and expressed
largely through the female sex, it does not do so exclu-
sively, for there are many men who express more of the
motherhood, the yearning, loving desire to bring forth and
cherish something more ethereal and spiritual than has
as yet manifested in their physical expression of life, than
do some women. For there are many women who are not
true to their birthright, who are not seeking to bring forth
and cherish their higher spiritual realizations in their lives.
Conversely, many women express more of the masculine
qualities than do some men.

Both men and women today are waking up to a realization
of the possibility of manifesting greater and more perfect
expressions of themselves; the possibility of bringing forth
their higher ideals to manifest in their outer lives. And
just as the unquenchable desire of the feminine Principle of
Love and compassion to bring forth in freedom and perfec-
tion resulted in the separation of the sexes in those early
days, so today the same unquenchable longing must result
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in a more definite separation, independence and freedom
for woman. But now, instead of being directed downward
into matter, this great urge of the mother-force is projected
upward to bring forth higher ideals for the Race.

The separation of the sexes is recorded in the Bible in the
allegory of Eve being created from a rib taken from Adam’s
side during his sleep. This marks a real “fall of man,”
or the “descent into matter,” but it was not a fall or de-
scent due to sin. It was brought about by the same great
Principle of Divine Love and Wisdom, the Voice of the
Deity sent forth, the Word that was spoken and sent
through all the spheres. The projection is always creative,
but only through the loving mother-force can the creation
be brought forth. This “fall” was not a “sin,” nor due to the
use of the sex functions, for man was distinctly told to “Be
fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth.” The sin
was that man, after being given the power to create at will,
in learning to use his new-found function, used it largely to
gratify the desires of the animal body in which he was mani-
festing upon Earth instead of using it only under the guid-
ance of the Divine. And, alas, in sin and sorrow were the
fruits of the Tree of Life plucked and eaten, hence the re-
sulting curses from which mankind has suffered since are
of his own creating.

It is said that it was woman who tempted man, but this
does not mean that woman was seducing man, selfishly de-
sirous that he should participate in sinful pleasures. It
means that woman tempted man in the sense that the Great
Mother-force, the love and yearning to bring forth, was
then for the first time focused in separate forms. Before
that period all the love and desire to bring forth was hid-
den within the androgynous being, hence was indefinite,
like the spiritual longings we feel but scarce understand.
They seem vague and far away, yet we all recognize them
as efforts of the One Reality, the Higher Self, to express
and bring forth in us. And it will be just as great a test or
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temptation to us, when in the fullness of time we find our
spiritual body a definite reality to our waking consciousness,
and our power to “make dreams come true” also a reality
to our senses, to decide whether we will use our spiritualized
creative power to bring forth “in His image” or whether we
will again go astray and again debase our god-like power to
minister to the selfish desires of the personality.

A rib is an important part of the dense physical frame-
work of man’s body, and this very expression tells us in one
graphic word that woman is not a separate being newly
created and subordinate to man, but is a natural differentia-
tion of the one Spiritual Being which expresses through the
two co-equal sexes, an integral part of the very framework
of his being; for without the ribs, man’s form would be im-
possible. It is much as tho the moisture of the air, as it is
condensed into a cloud, might separate into two parts, yet
each part be an expression of the one center of force.

The deep sleep which fell upon Adam, or the advanced
humanity of that early ethereal Race, was the sleep of a Race
night-period or pralaya during which all activity ceases or
rests in a deep sleep, to come forth at the dawning of the new
day-period in a more perfect manifestation. It is, of course,
understood that the Adam of the allégory was not one man
or Eve one woman. The literal meaning of Adam is “red
earth,” hence Adam stands for the first earthly Race of the
Red Ray, red coming first because it is the lowest, most
material vibration of the solar spectrum, the previous
Races being too super-physical to be classed as earthly.
But with the first glimpse of the mysterious Orange Planet
back of the Moon? the Orange Ray has begun to mingle
with the Red Ray and have its influence as the forces of the
New Age overlap those of the former.

On the descending arc which enters dense physical con-
ditions, as the feminine attributes were separated from the

-'See l;age §3 herein.
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masculine, it might be said that woman was born from “man.”
But today humanity, as a whole, has passed the lowest and
densest point and is on the upward arc into more ethereal
and spiritual conditions, has, indeed, already reached the
point on a level with and corresponding to the point on the
descending arc at which the sexes separated. Hence, accord-
ing to the laws of cycles and correspondence, there must be
conditions which correspond to those of the former cycle,
but in a higher form. Therefore we may now expect a more
spiritual separation or birth of the sexes preparatory to a
subsequent unification when the conditions of Earth are so
changed that mankind, as a whole, manifests in ethereal
conditions instead of physical. Thus, once more will woman
be born from man, but now upon the mental plane.

Adam, or the Real or Divine Self, will once more give up a
“rib” or a part of the framework of his mental body and out
of it will be fashioned once more a help-meet for him. In
other words, during the past ages of the world it has been
man who has built up the mental conceptions and ideals which
have influenced, moved and controlled the business and so-
cial fabric of seciety, while woman has had her place in the
intellectual and spiritual background, hidden within the
body of man, so to speak, altho always an important up-
holder of the structure of the man-made society. But in
this coming Woman’s Age, which is now dawning, she will
take her place as a co-equal part of the framework of human
society, no longer merely a rib in a man’s world, but having
ribs and a complete independent structure of her own,
which shall henceforth work as a co-equal with man in
bringing forth the new conditions for humanity.

It is not good for man to be alone, for he has proved
his inability, while working alone and dominating, to use
the feminine Principle, either within himself or in the Race,
for the best good of all mankind. Today there is once more
sent out from the Lodge of Masters the thought received
by them from the Elohim—the assembled gods of all worlds
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and systems—“It is not good for man to be alone.” Once
more there is a fresh and greater outpouring upon human-
ity of the Mother-force from the jar of the Water Bearer
(Aquarius), who falls on his knees to pour out the Water
which shall enlarge and deepen the channel of its manifes-
tation in mankind as does a freshet in the springtime.

The feminine aspect of creation is sweeping the Earth.
Even in the most materialistic quarters we find women wak-
ing up to the thought that they have something more to do
in the affairs of the world than heretofore. This in reality
is the result of a current of force deliberately sent forth
into the world from on high, and only as it is able really
to manifest and not only the women of the land wake
up to their great possibilities, but also the womanhood of the
Race or the feminine qualities in both men and women—
the love, intuition, sympathy and compassion that can bring
forth, even in man—can humanity as a whole receive its
New Birth.

There is hovering over the Race a desire to bring forth
something greater ; new conditions of physical and spiritual
iife; new conceptions of brotherhood; new realizations of
the oneness of all flesh. No longer do men ask, “Am I my
brother’s keeper?” They are beginning to find out that all
mankind are brothers and are each other’s keepers; for that
which hurts one hurts all; that which benefits one benefits
all, as was clearly shown in the recent World War. The old
false conception was but the separating of the mother-love
from the masculine-intellect; from the conception that each
man must be a law unto himself and create for himself ma-
terial wealth and comforts and strive selfishly to enjoy them
alone. :

Al this is being conceived and born of the new great out-
pouring of the Divine Mother-force. Even those women
who are seeking political changes and political recognition,
altho sometimes in misguided ways, are nevertheless obey-
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ing the feminine life-wave of the period. But to those who
can hear and understand there comes a higher message,
the message of the Great Mother, namely, that there must
soon be born the coming manifestation of the Christ, the
Avatar. Like all Christs, He must be born, not of one
woman through the gate of physical birth—for humanity
has passed beyond the point where this is necessary—but
He must be born from the outpourings of feminine force
from both man and woman, thus setting the example and
becoming the pattern for the type of birth which will ulti-
mately be reached by humanity as a whole. That is, it can
only be through the deep abiding love, sympathy, under-
standing and intuition, together with the will, faith and
eagerness to prepare a place in the heart and give of the
life and of the devotion of the heart and mind, that such a
divine outpouring can be focused and made to manifest
in an embodiment on Earth.

This preparation must not be to save ourselves or from
any selfish desire that we may be recognized and placed in
high position where we can exult over or dominate our
fellowmen, but must be made because of an overwhelming
and unselfish desire that new Light, comfort and spiritual
help may be given humanity ; that new conditions may mani-
fest; that a force of Divine Love great ¢nough to uplift
poor, suffering humanity may manifest on Earth. This is
the expression of the real mother-love of the Woman’s Age,
and while woman must be its focus and bear the greater
part in the preparation, yet man must also share in this great
work and lend his positive qualities to help establish it upon
Earth; for only of such combined qualities can a mighty
matrix or Divine Womb of pure spiritual love-force be
created into which the Divine One can descend and mate-
rialize upon Earth, even as He has already descended and
manifested in the higher realms and in the hearts of His
faithful followers.

This means far more than the mere bringing into the
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Earth’s atmosphere of a Great Teacher, for many a Great
Teacher has come before and given his message, only to be
stoned or crucified and his message either misinterpreted or
ignored. All the outpourings of Divine Love and Wisdom
which the Great Teachers of previous ages have sent to this
dark star have been greatly limited and modified by the
dense material conditions which then obtained. But it can-
not be too strongly emphasized that the Earth and her in-
habitants are passing out of her most dense conditions of
limitation; are dying to the old and being swept and gar-
nished ; in fact, are today passing through the terrible throes
of the birth of a new cycle of manifestation. Hence, every
earnest heart who longs for better conditions of any and
every kind has a great work to do, namely, to see to it that
the united forces of man’s and woman’s virgin love-nature
be so expressed and given forth that the coming Divine
One shall be indeed born of woman, the Divine Motherhood
of the Race, which also includes the love-nature of man. '

In the text which heads this chapter this Great Teacher
or Avatar is called the Son of Man who is born of a virgin
(meaning pure), or of the feminine aspect of humanity,
and hence will be able to manifest the Christ-power in the
proportion that man has been able to conceive of and pre-
pare for it, and will therefore become the flower and fruit
of humanity. Each Avatar comes as a new outpouring of
the universal, Cosmic Christ-force and in Him is expressed
all of the highest conceptions of the race thought, together
with a foreshadowing of that to which it can attain. And,
like Mary of old, the women of today are crying, “How
can I bring forth this New Age, ‘seeing I know not a man? ”
that is, without man’s co-operation. But the answer is the
same today as of old: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee;
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God.”
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Hence, an Avatar is always the Son, or more correctly the
Sun, of man. He comes not in physical clouds, but in the
mists of glory which can be penetrated only by the eye of
spiritual discernment, 4. ¢., His teachings will be so far above
the full comprehension of the masses of the immediate time
that the humanity of all the following cycle will find new
truths hidden in the letter of His words, while even the
surface and obvious meaning will be comforting, helpful and
inspiring to the masses.

This Great Teacher will not come to any one school of
philosophy, sect, society, order or church, but to mankind;
for He must be born of the combined Mother-love and Will
of humanity. Hence, only those who give of their love, will,
devotion and intuition will know Him when He comes; for
they will be affinitized to the divine force which He mani-
fests and will know Him as a mother knows her child.

It is not a matter of the Race, society or church to which
we belong, for if we have manifested this mother-force and
are pouring it forth we are one of His own. But there will
be, indeed there is now taking place, a selection, a gathering
together from the Four Winds, not according to the organ-
ization to which we belong, but according to how much of
the true mother-force, i.e., how much real love and devo-
tion, we are giving to make this divine birth possible.

He shall shine from the East even unto the West, like
the rising Sun. By the East is meant not a geographical
point, but a point in the racial heart -of humanity, the point
of conception or the birthplace of the Buddhic or Christ-
consciousness. By the West is meant the place of reaping,
the complete understanding of all that the cycle was ta bring
forth. “Every eye shall behold Him,” but only the eye of
Spirit shall recognize Him. We are especially warned
against those who proclaim themselves to be the coming
Teacher or who permit others so to proclaim them. “Take
heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. . . . .
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For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders . . . . believe it not.”
Remember an Avatar is not a mortal born of physical
woman, but a phenomenal manifestation of a Divine Being.
To those who are ready, even if but a few ; to those whose
hearts are open, who can conceive even vaguely of this great
truth, comes this message: According to your heart’s desire,
so shall it be. We speak to you as to the mothers of the
Race. Be ye men or women, it is to the mother-force that
we appeal. Awaken, ye mothers of Israel! Let it not be
said as of old that the voice of Rachel is heard in the land
mourning for her children and cannot be comforted, for
they are not. Determine that the children of your love and
eager desire shall be brought forth and they will be. The
birth pangs both you and the Earth are now suffering. But
if you understand and know that the time is at hand for
the birth of the New Age and its Great Teacher, you will
hold fast and patiently bear your sorrows and tribulations,
knowing you are bearing them for the world. This is not
a time to weep, not even to mourn. It is a time to focus all
your attention on the great truth that humanity shall bring
forth a Child and shall call His name Emanuel, “God with
us.” And He shall dwell with us forever more. Amen.

e it



CHAPTER VII
JACOB AND ESAU

“And the Lord said unto her, T'wo nations are in thy womb, and
two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels;
behold, there were twins in her womb. And the first came out red,
all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau.
And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on
Esau’s heel; and his name was called Jacob.”—Genesis, xxv, 23-6.

As we enter into this Aquarian Age we hear, as with a
trumpet blast, the angelic hosts proclaim: “The days of
judgment are upon you, O Earth; the days when the mills
of the gods which for ages have ground out the meal of life
so slowly yet surely, begin to revolve with greater speed,
and the chaff and dust fly in more stifling clouds. The grain
is ripe. The grinding has begun. Already the angels who
are the reapers are gathering the meal into the storehouse of
the ages.”

It is being proclaimed on every hand that the New Age
is upon us; that the New Race is being born, the New
Humanity ; that the New Day has dawned, the New Dis-
pensation. Much of this is the echo of a divine truth pro-
claimed from on high, written in the stars. But much of it,
like echoes ringing from an overhanging rock, but repeats
the last word uttered and gives us no connected sentences
and conveys no consecutive thought.

All the great events in the life of the planet, the Race
and the individual are brought about by the turning of the
mighty Wheel of Time, each revolution marking a new day
or New Age, which is as definite as the day of twelve hours
brought about by the turning of the Earth upon its axis,
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or as definite as the summer that follows the winter. Hence,
if we would know more than an echoed word of what this
new turn of the Great Wheel may bring us, we must consider
the ushering in of past ages. The baker who would know
how to bake his loaf today must consider the loaf of yester-
day and put into the new loaf the same measure of meal
and of shortening and of leaven. But today he may have
new and more advanced ways of baking it. Instead of a
rude oven of clay he may have a fully equipped electric
oven; instead of kneading it with his hands, he may have an
efficiently designed machine, which kneads the dough and
fashions the loaves.

So is it with the New Age. It is well to heed the past,
yet not to live in it and say that that which has been is all
that ever can be, but intelligently reason from underlying
principles which are the same yesterday, today and forever,
altho they find ever greater facilities for more perfect ex-
pression as evolution advances. The Tree of Life grows
from age to age and puts forth fresh branches and leaves
and fruit perhaps undreamed of when it was but a sapling;
nevertheless, it grows always from the everlasting Root, and
but expresses that which was present altho unmanifested
within the seed. And ever is it the same fundamental pro-
cess of Nature which puts forth its new expressions.

Among the wonderful symbolic allegories of the Bible—
that presentation of the Wisdom Religion most familiar to
the Western World—we find in the story of Jacob an accu-
rate description of the beginning of a New Age. Jacob—
the meaning of whose name is “the supplanter’—passes
through the various steps of Initiation which lead him from
his early mistakes up to final Mastery.

Jacob was one of twins. Esau, his elder brother, is rep-
resented as a mighty hunter, and is described as red and
hairy. He symbolizes the personal or animal self, while
Jacob, born afterward and holding to his brother’s heel, is
the Real Self which is to be embodied in the flesh, but which



86 The Message of Aquaria

does not come into full contact with the lower animal man
until the personality reaches a certain stage of unfoldment,
hence, may be said to hold to his heel—the point of contact
with the Earth—while in the cosmic cycle Jacob represents
the Aquarian Age. Despite Esau being the first-born, it is
Jacob who obtains his birthright, as the Higher Self must
ever do, altho it is obtained by what at first might be called
trickery ; for the Higher Self is destined to take the leading
place, inherit the birthright and dominate the lower self.
And altho Jacob again supplanted his brother in obtaining
the blessing intended for Esau, which concluded with the
words everlastingly true when applied to the Higher Self:
“Cursed be everyone that curseth thee; and blessed be he
that blesseth thee,” nevertheless Esau received an appro-
priate blessing, namely, “Thy dwelling shall be the fatness
of the earth,” i.e., the lower self is blessed with physical
health and the ability to supply his animal needs in abun-
dance, and is happy and contented only as he serves his
brother, the Higher Self. Hence, only as the Higher Self
takes precedence, can the lower self obtain the blessing, yet
because of this the animal self often rebels and resists and .
seeks to pull down and slay the Higher Self.

We next find Jacob taking stones from the wayside to
make a pillow on which to rest his head for the night while
on the Great Journey. Here he had the wonderful dream
of the ladder set up on Earth yet reaching into heaven, with
angels ascending and descending. ‘“And, behold, the Lord
stood above it.” Thus is the Real Self awakened and its
mission foreshadowed. And especially will the comforting
assurance, “I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places
whither thou goest,” awaken an answering thrill in the heart
of each one who really seeks to let the Real Self manifest.
For this promise is given to Jacob not as one man, but to
the one whom he symbolizes, the Man Who Conguers and
becomes one with his Father-in-heaven, i.e., the Aquarian
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Man. But like all visions, Jacob’s vision simply pointed out
that which could be accomplished.

After this we find Jacob recognizing in Rachel his divine
counterpart or complement and feminine aspect—love and
intuition. But after serving for her seven years—a cycle of
perfection—he finds that he has gained only Leah, not the
real inner, Soul-love or the Voice of Intuition speaking to
him independently from within or Soul illumination, but a
substitute or the voice of authority, the dictum of others in-
stead of the divine knowing of one who has made the corre-
lation within. This often happens. How ardently many
sincere students serve through a long cycle of perfection
only to find that they are wedded to Leah, and even bring
forth children by her, that is, many advanced students have
gained a certain intellectual understanding of the Wisdom
Religion, yet dogmatically insist upon the interpretation of
all Truth exactly as former students have expressed it.
Such students accept nothing that has not already been said
in some occult book which they consider authoritative. And
because they refuse to listen to the Voice of Intuition, which
would give them a more direct meaning or personal applica-
tion, the voice of Rachel cannot speak and so they find they
must still serve another perfect cycle ere the real mner

Voice can speak.

We also find Jacob giving of his flocks and herds to Esau.
These herds, as we have explained elsewhere,® represent
our thoughts, desires and feelings which we must watch over
and guard. Yet, when Jacob, the Higher Self, sends them
to Esau the personality, they represent great wealth, the
gifts of the Higher Self. Moreover, they are sent to Esau
across the river Jordan, that invisible river of force?
which separates the outer physical life from the inner and
invisible life. Jacob also says, “With my staff I crossed over
Jordan,” i.e., the staff is the power of the One Life which

1S8ee The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 315.
~ 38ee Realms of the Living Dead, Curtiss, 27.
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enables the Higher Self to pass over Jordan and not only
incarnate in the flesh, but ever to pass back and forth to
guide, train and enrich the lower personality until Mastery
is reached and the two become one as Israel. Thus must
the Higher Self ever help and bless the lower, for only as
this mission is fulfilled is Jacob met by the Angel, with whom
he wrestles until he obtains the blessing. All alone in the
darkness of the night he wrestled until break of day and re-
fused to let the Angel go until he blessed him, even tho his
hip was put out of joint. This symbolizes the final Initia-
tion; for the Angel told him: ‘““Thy name shall no more be
called Jacob (supplanter), but Israel (power of God), for
as a prince hast thou power with God, and with men, and
hast prevailed.”

As Israel—meaning soldier, champion or Power of God
—Jacob summons to his deathbed his twelve sons who are
to succeed him. He blesses them and prophetically assigns
to each his place and work in the age then dawning. Sym-
bolically the twelve sons of Jacob, the twelve disciples of
Jesus and the twelve months in the cycle of the year refer
to the twelve signs of the zodiac, which rule the several
months, sons and disciples® At the beginning of each
Age these twelve sons become the sons of “the man who
has prevailed” and are blessed by him and sent forth. Jesus
also called his twelve together and blessed them and gave
to each his work. When we attain this point in our indi-
vidual ongoing, we are no longer ruled by the signs, but are
able to bless them and direct and guide their forces toward
the fulfillment of the Divine Law.

Thus the true Aquarian becomes a worker with the Law
Hence, the perfected man who, like Jacob, has “prevailed
with God,” is one who has attained to the great understand-
ing of what the forces of the universe are evolving; who
can see all life as a mighty ladder up which the Angel in
man is ascending rung by rung, step by step, back to his

s See The Key of Destiny, Curtiss, Chapters v and vi.
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divine estate, and down which the divine helpers descend to
man with their blessings and their power. In the course of
its spiritual unfoldment every Soul—while sincerely trust-
ing to or resting upon the stones of traditional truth taught
in his religion, yet realizing their hardness and incomplete-
ness—will surely receive the vision of the Ladder of God or
the positive realization of the actuality of the angels and

- their power to ascend and descend. He can thus see that
all things must ultimately help bring to birth the Divine
Seed hidden within, no matter how dark or vile the inter-
vening stages of unfoldment may seem to be or how great
the suffering the birth pangs cause.

The twelve tribes of Israel are, therefore, the twelve
aspects of the “Power of God” which are sent forth to ac-
complish their ultimate work in evolution in each Age; the
Power which draws upward all things that are down and
assists all things that are in the heavens to descend into
manifestation on Earth in glory. The physical manifesta-
tion and embodiment of this Power is the physical Sun, but
its human embodiment is the awakened Soul who can grasp
the end from the beginning and consciously work on with
that end in view.?

At the beginning of this new Aquarian Age this great
Power is once more calling together its twelve sons that
- they may be blessed and be assigned their work. As it is
written, “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man
in heaven. . . . And he shall send his angels (mes-
sengers) with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.”* This gathering is now taking
place and, as we have explained elsewhere® the four
winds are the creative cosmic currents of force focused in
and emanating from the four signs at the corners of the
fixed cross of the zodiac.

¢ St. Matthew, xxiv, 30-1,
8 Chapter X herein; also The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 143-6.
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The first of the four is Aquarius the Man, the source
from which comes the outpouring of the Water of Life or
the great Mother-force contained in the ewer carried by the
Water-bearer, symbolizing the Womb of Time, of Nature
and of man. For into this ewer man throughout the ages
has been pouring the true Mother-force developed in him
" as a result of his experience, suffering and efforts toward
overcoming ; that force which alone can make of man Super-
man and make the Earth truly bring forth her increase as
foreordained in the Grand Plan.

From the opposite end of the cross the force generated
by Leo the Lion is both great strength and abiding love,
while from the point crowned by Scorpio the Eagle, comes
the force of sex regenerated and lifted up. While the power
of the scorpion is that which “biteth the horse’s heels, so
that his rider shall fall backward,” yet when the fullness of
the Aquarian Age shall dawn it shall be lifted up to become
the poise and the power of the Eagle to soar undaunted into
the higher realms, into the very eye of the Sun. At the other
end of the cross stands Taurus the Ox with the mighty
strength to labor and endure, unfaltering patience and end-
less perseverance.

These four fixed signs therefore represent what the Sign
of the Son of Man in heaven must accomplish during its Age
or cycle of over two thousand years. It is quite likely that
ere this Age has progressed far we will find the influence
of these signs expressing their higher aspects instead of their
more material, and finding expression through various lead-
ers or “men who have prevailed with God.” For the New
Age could not be ushered in or manifest in all its phases if
all twelve sons or tribes were not represented, for it is
through them, together with the influence of their corre-
sponding zodiacal signs on the children born under those
signs, that those forces must find expression in humanity.

Today, each of the twelve tribes has heard the command
of the Great Law: Go forth and gather out of thy tribe the
Children of the Lord (those who have fulfilled the Law),
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who have not bowed the knee to Baal and who have not
received the mark of the Beast in their foreheads nor in their
hands! Not only are all the nations of the world standing
today before the judgment seat of the ages, but each nation,
nay each individual, must consciously or unconsciously re-
spond to the force that is today drawing them to the center
of all Being. And in that drawing each is passing through
a mighty testing. The seal placed by the angel on the fore-
heads of the chosen ones is the Light of Understanding
which shines from the eyes of everyone who has found his
or her true place and tribe.

We are told there were twelve thousand sealed out of every
tribe. This, of course, being but symbolic, means those who
have gathered sufficient experiences from all twelve signs of
the zodiac to enable them to recognize their tribe and the
banner of its leader.® 'This also shows unmistakably that
no one tribe has an advantage over another. Yet this fact
must not be taken for a right to remain unattached to any
tribe and to say: “Since there is good in all, T can go from
one to another without giving allegiance to any particular
one.” For only those who uphold the banner of their tribe
and march forward into the New Age with their leader, are
sealed and counted among the chosen ones, 1. ¢., those who,
having recognized their tribe and given their allegiance to its
banner are sealed or chosen as conscious and intelligent in-
struments to leaven the great mass of humanity. Some day
the banner of our tribe will be presented to each of us, and
we will recognize it with a thrill of joy as we would our
country’s flag. We do not have to go into distant lands. We
do not have to go into strange conditions. We have only to
prepare our hearts and minds and be ready to respond when
the banner is seen.

Remember, that while there are many other banners, and
they all stand round about the Sun, the banner which this
Order holds up before you is the banner of the Lion of the
Tribe of Judah, which calls to all whose hearts and minds

¢ The Key of Destiny, Curtiss, 46.




92 The Message of Aquaria

and lives respond to the call of the Heart Doctrine as pre-
sented by its Leader, the Teacher of the Order. If you
recognize the call, give it your heart’s allegiance and your
support. Make it a vital factor in your life, that you may be
sealed by the Great Ones as one of the workers for human-
ity in this great New Age under the banner of Judah.

The countries of Europe, each under its own banner, have
been passing through their baptism of blood and their puri-
fication by fire,” and will so countinue until their lessons are
learned; for only thus can their sins be washed away and
their chaff and evil weeds consumed. Each country or
nation on Earth is the vehicle for the expression of the
forces of a certain Star which is its Genius, and from that
Star emanate the vibrations which give the country or nation
its peculiar characteristics. And as certain Stars disappear
from our system their nations also disappear. And when
new Stars appear or their forces reach us, new nations arise
which express their forces. Even the banner or flag of a
country is chosen because those who fashion it are impressed
to use the colors and symbols which in some measure express
the vibrations from its Star of Destiny. America must also
lift high her banner and take her place in the purifying fire,
ere her mystical twelve thousand can be chosen and sealed,
since only those who go forth at the call and endure to the
end receive the blessing. For out of this terrible baptism
there shall arise a purified humanity.

As we have said elsewhere: “A banner or national flag
not only symbolically embodies the highest ideals of the
people over whom it flies, but it also symbolizes the highest
attainment and ultimate perfection of that people. The flag
of the United States of America symbolizes and foreshadows
the greatest possibilities of any flag ever designed. Altho
there are many flags having the same colors, yet in none are
they combined in a like manner. The colors of a flag are
like the letters spelling a word or the notes of music forming

1 Written in March, 1917,
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a melody. Therefore the flag of each nation proclaims that
nation’s word and sounds its key-note, hence rallies to it the
elemental powers and forces belonglng to its colors and
symbols.

“In our flag the red symbolizes the life-force, the martial
force, its clear bright shade representing all the higher pos-
sibilities of the courage, energy and power of Mars, the
masculine forces of the solar system and in humanity, as
well as the intensity of love that will fight for a principle.

“Also the red of Mars is alternated at equal intervals with
the white of purity, sanity, righteousness, justice and broth-
erhood. This proclaims to the world that we will fight if
we have to, not because we seek to spill our brother’s blood,
or for aggrandizement, but for righteousness, justice, free-
dom and liberty, for these must be maintained by the force
of Mars if necessary, else our flag is unbalanced and the
principles for which it stands are betrayed. But we should
continually strive to let the white so blend with the red that
they shall ultimately manifest as the pure rose-pink of
love. It also indicates that war is not the governing spirit,
but is blended and balanced in equal proportion with the
desire for peace honorably won and maintained by the higher
aspects of Mars.

“Blue is the color of the Great Mother—force, the power
which brings forth and which cherishes all that is beautiful
and lovable, as well as those things which the force of Mars
energizes. In other words, it represents the force of Venus
or Divine Mother-love.

“No other flag has the arrangement of these two colors as
found in our flag. Others have the blue, but not in one
great mass like a sea of color on which the five-pointed stars
are arranged side by side in harmonious order.

“And because the white and the red are co-equal, our vic-
tories must be won as much by the powers of the white as
those of the red. If there were a large field of white it would
tend to symbolize peace at any price, but since it is equally
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balanced by the red, it symbolizes peace, but peace attained
and maintained if necessary by a righteous warfare.

“Since the five-pointed star symbolizes man,® the white
stars, i.e., the purified men and women, set in their field
of blue, symbolize the gathering together of all humanity
into the lap of the Great Mother. They stand for the united
brotherhood which holds out its arms to all mankind to
come and become one of US. And if they come in love and
harmony and are willing to rest in the lap of their adopted
mother, each in his proper place and ready to obey her
decrees, laws and requirements, they are welcome. But if
they cannot take their places thus on the field of blue, the
flag has no other place for them. -

“In its emblem this country thus proclaims to the world
that it has conceived and set before its children the high
ideal and glorious opportunity of becoming the leader in
liberty and freedom in that it offers freely a home for all
God’s children, a country in which to found the New
Humanity. The responsibility is great. Will we as a nation
live up to it?

“FEach one of us should be glad that we have a flag with
such a wonderful meaning, and each should study its higher,
esoteric symbology; for it enables each one to say, “I belong
to a new country and a new peeple. I will do all I can to
make this country and this people all that our flag symbol-
izes. 1 will do my duty in all ways to keep the flag waving
over this country, and also over the whole world in the sense
of upholding the highest ideals of freedom, justice, right-
eousness and brotherhood.””®

There are many other nations which are bearing high their
banners and passing through their testings. Therefore, we
should not give too great heed when we hear it stated that
America has been chosen to be the seat of the new sub-race,
or that any special location in the United States has been
chosen for its center. All nations and countries are in the

8 See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 181.
® From The Philosophy of War, Curtiss, 59-62.
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melting pot, and the one whose people come forth most fitted
will be the one chosen, altho America has a natural advan-
tage as the new continent and the youngest people and is
being peopled by many reincarnated Atlanteans who took
part in a similar period at the beginning of their sixth sub-
race.

Neither should we be supercilious if some person or society
should say to us that the Great Teacher is coming to their
particular society, and make it the head of the new civiliza-
tion, Instead say: “Welcome, brother. All shall find their
Leader and their exact place in the New Civilization, be it
head or heart, hands or feet, according as they show their
fitness during these years of testing. We recognize that
each division of the great Army of the Lord must march,
as did the Children of Israel, under its own banner, and that -
it requires all the twelve banners to lead the hosts through
the fiery trials, battles and victories of the wilderness on
into the Promised Land. Hence each must march in the
company or tribe at whose head his banner flies, and greet
as comrades those who march under all the other banners.”

The New Age will have twelve leaders and twelve seats,
all in their true place around the Sun. Only when each of
the twelve has lifted up its banner and has reflected the rays
of Divine Truth so brightly that all who belong under that
banner will gather together and learn from the Leader of
their tribe the golden precepts of understanding of the great
Ladder of Life (evolution) ; only when each has taken the
very stones in his path, 4. e., the hard hearts, the misunder-
standings and cruelties of life, and out of them has built a
cairn of sacred memory, consecrated to the God of Gods,
so that the twelve cairns shall complete the circle; only as
each learns that co-operation and brotherhood mean each
Soul worshiping with his whole heart and giving of his life
and substance in his own place and under his own banner,
all singing together a paean of praise and adoration to the
one Central Sun, can the Great Teacher descend outwardly
among men.
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This is an allegorical picture of the conditions which must
prevail ere the Great One comes to make His dwelling openly
among men, altho He will appear to and give forth His
teachings through his chosen disciples (the twelve Leaders)
long before mankind as a whole is ready to receive Him.
Then will He gather His own out of all the tribes, not to
make of them a new sect, but to help each one the more per-
fectly to be true to the inner, divine truth as it has been
revealed to him under the banner of his tribe. And out of
all will be gathered those who can stand around His throne,
even as the twelve signs of the zodiac stand around the Sun,
each receiving the one pure Light and Teaching direct from
the One Source, yet each pouring it out for the world in
terms and phraseology which will appeal to and be under-
stood by the minds attuned to that tribe or Ray of Truth;
for if all men were intended to think alike there would be no
need of the twelve tribes or of the twelve signs of the zodiac
into which the Sun pours his rays that they may be broken
up and express his Light and Life and Love (warmth) in
diverse manners. “As above, so below.” As we find it
expressed in the physical universe, so will we find it in the
spiritual fulfillment; for one Law rules the world, and the
_entire universe is an expression of that one Law.



CHAPTER VIII

MASTERY AND THE MASTERS OF
WISDOM*

“The Masters of Wisdom are Great Souls, who, through re-
peated experiences and determined efforts through many Earth
lives, have obtained Mastery, firstly, over the passions, appetites
and desires of the personal self; and, secondly, over the forces
of their bodies and over the life-currents of the Cosmos. Hence
they have become one with the Fount of all Wisdom. . . . .
Jesus was such a Master, in fact, was and is a Master of Masters.”
—Letters from the Teacher, Curtiss, 63.

The words Mastery and “the Master” hold for each Soul
who is ardently striving to make definite progress upon the
Path of Attainment such a mighty potency and power that
it is important that a fuller understanding of just what is
meant and implied should be given, that through ignorance
none should stumble and fall or take steps which they must
later retrace in sorrow and suffering.

Mastery is not a sudden attainment, nor a gift bestowed
upon certain especially favored ones. Neither are the Mas-
ters of Wisdom afar off, hopelessly separated from the
mass of humanity and only to be contacted after long and
wearisome search, bitter struggle and failure, alone and
without guidance or help. Nor are they Beings who calmly
watch our trials and temptations from afar, unmoved by
our struggles and untouched by our tears or cries for help
and our efforts to find a solution to the perplexing and trying
problems of every-day life. They are our big, grown-up
or Elder Brothers and Sisters; for there are many feminine
Souls who have reached Mastery. But because of the dense
and inharmonious conditions on Earth during the past ages

1 Abstract of an address made by Dr. and Mrs. F. Homer Curtiss, at the
Annual Convention of The Order of Christian Mystics, July 9, 1917,
97
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the Great White Lodge of Masters decreed that until the
Aquarian Age was well established, only masculine Masters
would be sent to work in Earth conditions; for the mascu-
line Souls are positive or active on Earth where the feminine
are negative or passive. The feminine Souls are positive in
the higher worlds, hence accomplish their work best from
the higher realms.

Mastery is attained in accordance with the Law of Growth
which we see manifesting in all the kingdoms below us. It
is attained as a result of overcoming every obstacle as it is
presented, neither denying nor shirking a condition, but
resolutely facing it, learning its lesson and conquering it,
thus leading to the unfolding and manifesting of the per-
fected being, the ideal pattern of which has been sent down
by the Higher Self to be manifested in this world of matter
that the will of the Father—the attainment of perfection in
manifestation—may be done on Earth in a dense physical
body, even as it is already done in heaven or the Soul-realm
from which we have descended to complete this lowest arc
of our cycle of expression ere we can return to our Father’s
home in a spiritual body.

Many have asked, who are the Masters, and where are
they? Why do they not appear to us and speak to us and
teach us here in America? Others have said, We do not
wish to meet a Master in the flesh, for the racial appearance
and habits of his personality might be a great disappointment,
and if he had not mastered all the traits and conditions which.
we considered necessary we might be completely disillus-
ioned. We prefer to contemplate our ideal and commune
only with the Higher Self or at least with the disembodied
consciousness of the physical Masters.

There is indeed a Lodge of Masters, organized as we have
described elsewhere,® with many members of its lower orders
still mortals, living in their physical bodies and still subject
to the laws of the physical plane, also to many of its limita-

2 The Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 187,
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tions. These physical Masters are of various degrees of
attainment. They are of many groups and have many schools
in various parts of the world, often in mountain retreats
difficult of access. They have mastered many wonderful
secrets of Nature and the universe; have developed great
psychological and magical powers; have attained great learn-
ing and wisdom. They could teach us many wonderful
things, help us to unfold mental and psychic powers, but
they could not confer upon us any power which had not
already begun its development within us, nor could they
develop it before we had reached a suitable stage of unfold-
ment.

~ They might know of us psychicly and might help and
encourage us if we were sufficiently developed to commune
with them, but to know them in the flesh we would have
to find out just where their monastery or retreat was located,
have some kind of an introduction to them, etc. And being
still mortals and having attained their degree of mastery
through certain schools of thought, religion and philosophy,
they still retain a certain imprint of those schools and natur-
~ally think that the methods by which they reached their
attainment are the best for those to pursue who seek their
aid.

“Every class of Adepts has its own bond of spiritual
communion which knits them together. . . . The only
‘possible and effectual way of entering into such brother-
hood . . . is by bringing one’s self within the influence
of the Spiritual Light which radiates from one’s own
Logos. I may further point out here . . . that such
communion is only possible between persons whose souls
derive their life and sustenance from the same divine Ray,
and that, as seven distinct Rays radiate from the ‘Central
Spiritual Sun,” all Adepts and Dhyan Chohans are divisible
into seven classes, each of which is guided, controlled, and
overshadowed by one of the seven forms or manifestations
of the Divine Wisdom.”*

8 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, i, 628.
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There are, therefore, far higher orders of Masters than
those mortals now on Earth who have entered the lower
degrees, wonderful as their attainments may be. There are
Masters so high, so pure, so spiritual and divine that they
no longer dwell on Earth. And it is the Masters of this
invisible Lodge, not in the astral but in the higher spiritual
realms, who have put forth The Order of Christian Mystics,
and from whom its Teachings come. This Order is put for-
ward from an entirely new standpoint. Its students are not
asked to go to some far distant land or to seek entrance to
some ancient monastery where they may be told that to do
without all comforts, conveniences and sanitary arrange-
ments and to live on coarse and frugal fare, will free their
minds from attachment to physical things. For the Western
type of mind to try to adapt itself to such a radical change
of habits and environment, instead of bringing quiet, ease
and freedom of mind, it would require years of training of
body and mind to accustom itself and become indifferent to
the discomforts and rigid discipline of such a life.

If the mind of the average American aspirant is to be
trained for spiritual things, to become quiet, free from dis-
turbances and able to develop its higher faculties and com-
mune with the highest, this can be more quickly and success-
fully accomplished if he is given a quiet, comfortable and
orderly home life in which the comforts to which he has
been accustomed are neither luxuries nor temptations; they
are taken as a matter of course and are not given a second
thought, whereas their absence would cause great diversion
of mind. In such a home life he would be subject not to the
dictates of Abbot, Priest or Master; nor to the rigid dis-
cipline of a monastery, but to the discipline of “living the
life” of aspiration and devotion in the midst of the world’s
affairs, being “in the world, but not of it” and subject only
to the dictates of his own divine Higher Self.

The two systems of development differ because of a.
difference in racial thought and habits of life. In the East
from childhood students have been accustomed to give obedi-
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ence to some one in authority over them, but in America the
whole attitude of mind is one of freedom and independence.
Therefore the Masters back of this Order set before its
students not rigid outer observances, discipline and physical
requirements, but give them an understanding of the basic
principles and laws of manifested life and let each student
discipline himself as may be necessary to live in accord with
those principles and laws, under the guidance of his Higher
Self, each one progressing according to the effort he makes
toward self mastery.

The principle of Mastery or overcoming is as inevitable in
its working and results as the Law of Growth. Following
the Law of Growth, which is the assimilation of the food
(or experience) in the conditions surrounding it, the seed
overcomes and masters every obstacle in its path until it at
last unfolds into the perfect flower whose ideal pattern was
implanted in the seed. Man’s physical body, under the guid-
ance of his animal soul, also demonstrates to a wonderful
degree this same Law of Mastery, for in spite of the many
handicaps of environment, social and climatic conditions,
etc.,, which modify the growth and expression, his body
will approximate the fullness of its ideal physical pattern.
It will keep on growing until it reaches a certain size, height
and weight, that is, until it has filled out its astral pattern;
for no man by taking thought can add one cubit to his
stature.

Because man is endowed with free-will, in his mental,
moral and spiritual growth he can refuse to make the effort
necessary to overcome obstacles in his environment, hence
can retard for a long time the ultimate attainment of Mastery.
But some day, be the time ages long, and after many, many
incarnations or here and now, each of us must definitely
determine to become the master of his destiny, even tho that
determination is the result of the suffering brought about
by our refusal to recognize the goal in any other way.

All the years and perhaps incarnations that we have been
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playing with life and neglecting our opportunities those
Great Souls whom we call the Masters of Wisdom and Com-
passion have been watching over us and have been aware
of our truancy. And even when in our ignorance or perver-
sity we have turned from them, scorned all inner help and
even denied their existence, they have exerted an influence
on our lives. But they cannot compel us to follow their
guidance, neither can they interfere with our reaping the
results of the causes we set up, for they too must work with
the Law. -

The ancient axiom “when the pupil is ready the Teacher
appears” does not mean that the moment we feel a desire to
advance, partly to satisfy curiosity or self-satisfaction and
partly for genuine growth and desire for service, a mys-
terious vision or manifestation of one of the Great Ones
will be vouchsafed to us or that some astral guide will appear
and tell us to do this or that thing and henceforth lead us
like puppets along a smooth path up the Mount of Attain-
ment. Nevertheless the axiom is absolutely true; for the
Master who can best help us, because we belong to his Ray
and naturally respond to his currents of thought and spir-
itua’ force, will send us some form of help.

Here it may be noted that many students, especially those
who have recently come out of orthodox conceptions, re-
sent the 1dea that there can be any Master save Jesus. As
we have explained elsewheret* Jesus is a Master of Masters,
the “first fruits of them that slept” or those who are not
yet awakened to the mystic Inner Life of the Christ within
and begun to strive for its attainment. The Christ-life which
animates and is the life of all creation fills and finds complete
manifestation through Him. But there are Masters of lesser
degree on every step of the Path, just as there is no break
in evolution between the lower kingdoms.

*Jan, who is created to be the Lord of Creation, embodies
all the lower kingdoms within his body, so that we might

¢ Letters from the Teacher, Curtiss, 63 and Gems of Mysticism, Curtiss,
Chapter S.
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well say that the mineral, the vegetable and the animal es-
sence has become one with man, and because they are incor-
porated in him he has the power to master them. And as
each kingdom has its Ruler or Master, when man has attained
mastery over himself he may be called a Master of Masters
of the lower kingdoms. For each portion of any of the
lower kingdoms that a man masters within himself gives him,
thenceforth, power over all that portion of the kingdom and
it will obey him. For instance, if one has a wolfish trait
within him, when he masters it he will find that he has
gained a power over all wolves. No matter how much of the
Christ-power we are able to express, if there is any animal
trait still unconquered within us this condition will be sensed
by animals of the kingdom to which it belongs and they will
not obey us. Thus it is that the physically embodied Masters
can dwell in forest or jungle and be on friendly terms with
the fiercest wild animals, even poisonous serpents, for such
Masters have conquered the forces of those kingdoms and are
recognized as Lords of those kingdoms.

Just so Jesus, having become one with the Divine Father
and been incorporated into Him, stands at the apex of the
Christ manifestations, hence can rule or master the expres-
sions of the Christ in all forms below Him. And just as
there are grades in man’s mastery over the lower kingdoms—
some who have mastered the earth and can make it produce
abundantly; some who have mastered the air and can use
and navigate it; some who have mastered the water and
turned it to man’s use, and some who have mastered fire
in its subtler expressions, such as electricity, etc.,—so there
must be many degrees of expression of the Christ, each
Master who attains to the mastery of any one manifesta-
tion turning it to the use and upliftment of all, and especially
to those who need that particular phase of help.

The help which a Master gives, however, may seem to
be quite a natural and commonplace happening, far from the
phenomenal or miraculous. For instance, perhaps we will
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meet some person whose words will be used as the channel
to give us just the mental and spiritual idea which at that
time is needed to take us the next step onward. Or we may
hear a lecture in which the word spoken touches and awakens
within us the mystic chord whose vibrations open to us that
inner chamber of the heart where we find that which we
were seeking. Or perhaps we may find our help in a book
which has been called to our attention and there find our
answer, or we may be drawn into some society, order or other
expression of thought which is helpful and enlightening for
that stage of our growth. But whatever way it comes, if we
but follow the leading and recognize in it the workings of the
Law of Growth, we will have taken at least one step toward
the final attainment of Mastery.

Mastery means firstly mastering the little things in our
daily lives, our wrong ways of thinking, our wrong ways of
speaking, acting and living. We are thus led to master our
little inharmonies, our temper, jealousy, pretense and foolish
chatter. And everything we master carries us one step
onward until finally we find ourselves standing close to the
Masters, because we are attaining to their stature and do-
ing their work. The master of a trade or craft, while he
may be cognizant of and supervise the first awkward efforts
of an apprentice, does not work beside him. But when the
apprentice has mastered the main features of his trade and
is ready for the intricacies which only a master of the craft
can teach him he will then come under the master’s personal
supervision. So is it with our spiritual apprenticeship.
For the Law of Mastery is the same above as it is below.

The Great Souls whom we call the Masters of Wisdom
have reached their high estate of spiritual development by
taking one step at a time, mastering one thing after the other.
But remember that we have the same power of Mastery
latent within us awaiting development and use, namely, the
power of the Christ, and we have the same forces to work
with and also to contend against. But it is easier for us
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in these days to tread the Path to Mastery than it was for
them, firstly, because they have gone on ahead. Everyone
traveling this Path has helped to make it just that much
easier for those who come after, just as every auto which
passes over a rough road wears it down and helps to make it
smoother and easier. Those who have attained Mastery
have left a trail of glory behind which those who follow can
see as plainly as the children of Israel could see the pillar
of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night.

Secondly, in these days there are many more phases of spir-
itual teaching given out by those whom the Masters inspire to
become their servants and helpers and the guides and leaders
of their fellowmen. And the ratio of such help is increasing
continually. For example, every student who grasps these
Teachings and incorporates them in his life becomes a helper
~ to others ignorant of or less familiar with them than himself.
Every such a one is thus utilized by the Masters to spread
their Teachings. While the many differing phases of teach-
ing may seem confusing to the beginner, yet the diversity
helps greatly to develop his intuition ; teaches him to think, to
weigh, ponder and discriminate and to follow his guidance
from within. Moreover it must be remembered that each
one who is sincerely giving out teachings to help mankind
is expressing them according to his type of mind and stage
of spiritual unfoldment. And since all men belong to the
seven basic types symbolized by “the seven churches which
are in Asia,” each expression of truth will help the many
who belong to the same type or who are approaching a
similar stage of unfoldment.

Since the Masters have reached the heights of their at-
tainment by facing and conquering the little things of life as
they came, we must not imagine that to reach perfection we
are to discard or neglect our daily duties, disturb our family
life, upset our home and make others uncomfortable, thus
creating a gulf between us and our friends and family, often
embittering them and turning them against all higher and
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advanced teachings. Neither are we to make ourselves
peculiar or become recluses and refuse to play our part in
our environment. Such ideas are the remnants of the mis-
conceptions and wrong teachings of the Dark Ages both in
Europe and the Far East.

The thing to be remembered is that Mastery is to be at-
tained right in the environment where the Great Law has
placed us. For until we can master those conditions or the
Great Law takes us elsewhere or removes them from us,
we are not ready for others. We may turn away, seek some
other life and endeavor to escape them, but only to find the
same problems confronting us in another form. But we
should also remember that each thing we master we are
through with and hence are free to go on to other lessons.
And if the old problems do appear under different aspects
to test us, we have gained the power to recognize and master
them. .

Altho we must face and conquer conditions for ourselves,
since no one can do this for us, still we are never left to
struggle on alone, are never without help and helpers; for
the force of those who have mastered similar conditions
forms a reservoir of power upon which we can draw to con-
quer these particular conditions, if we will but correlate with
it, even tho many of the modern problems are peculiar to
this age. But to correlate with and utilize this force we
must keep our consciousness open to it continually. This is
one reason for the injunction to “pray without ceasing,”
praying not for material things, but for self-knowledge, for
love, courage, persistence and determination to conquer.
Every such a prayer will be answered, for the Masters can
pour into our hearts the Divine Love which alone can fill us
with the ardor of achievement and the ability to bring it forth
in our lives as the fruits of love. The Masters cannot and will
not give us money or power or glory, but if through love we
follow close in their footsteps we will gain the power to
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create and attain all things as they are needed to accomplish
the manifestation of the ideals we are following.

But we never can do or attain the big things until we
have grown big enough to know how to use them for the
best. And whether we will use them thus is the great test
they bring to us. While we are children we must learn to
master the lessons of children, for they are fundamental and
must be learned ere we are ready or able to take the more
advanced steps. Some of these earlier steps are so simple
and commonplace that they are often overlooked or are not
recognized as having an important place in the life of the
occultist; for the real Path of Attainment is so different
from that which our enthusiasm often pictures it. In the
round of plain daily living the great ideals which aroused
our enthusiasm often seem to evaporate and we find only
the tasks of daily life and all seems stale, commonplace and
profitless.

One of the first of the early steps to be gained is the
simple quality of courage, not only the dumb courage to
suffer, endure and plod on, but the courage of the Christ-
man as illustrated in the life of Jesus. Not only the physical
courage required to ride in triumph into the city where He
knew His enemies awaited Him ; the courage to cleanse the
temple of the money changers; not merely the courage to
enter the Garden and face His accusers, His trial and the
cross, but the courage required for a great Spiritual Being
to leave the higher realms and manifest in the dense limita-
tions of a human body of flesh and live in a commonplace
environment and among people from whom He could not
expect comprehension, to say nothing of sympathy, apprecia-
tion and understanding; where He would have to endure
their indifference and their rebukes for talking with the
elders in the temple, eating with publicans and sinners, etc.;
the courage to be thought simple because He was not making
great claims for Himself.

This is the courage of living and working and radiating the
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joy and peace and love of the Inner Life even tho misunder-
stood and unappreciated; the courage to be about His
Father’s business in spite of all the doubts which His near-
est and dearest heaped upon Him. In the daily life this often
becomes the courage not to Do but to Keep Silent; to refuse
to answer back or quarrel, to trust to the Divine Law to
straighten out all misunderstandings, smooth out all inhar-
monies and solve all problems, provided we listen and follow
the Inner Urge of the divine ideal that is seeking to manifest
through us.

Picture the Christ-man during His earlier unfoldment as
being unable as yet to manifest the divine ideal. Then say to
yourself, that is my position. The Christ in me is hampered
in its expression by a body that is still imperfect; through a
personality that has faults and failings, habits of thought
and expression that need to be corrected, uplifted and trans-
muted. But the Christ within gives me the power to pick
up all these burdens and push steadily and calmly on and
let the Christ-light shine out through me in spite of all. It
gives me the courage to endure in spite of the spiritual grow-
ing pains; to say I'll trust and manifest and overcome; to
stand alone with my Christ and watch the Law work out my
problems.

Another seemingly simple quality which the occult stu-
dent should develop is attention; the attention which reports
to his consciousness not merely each outer happening, but
reveals its inner significance. Not the cold outer attention
of the scientist who seeks to understand a flower or bug by
dissecting its outer form, but the attention that gathers the
meaning and life-message of the flower or insect; that re-
sponds to its consciousness and thus is able to correlate with,
understand and interpret Nature. This is the kind of atten-
tion that gets behind and beyond the outer and into the
heart of things.

We should study our loved ones, friends, and all humanity,
with this kind of attention and our knowledge of the hearts
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and motives of mankind will grow ; for we see in things and
in people those qualities to which we are affinitized, either
the beautiful or the sordid. Therefore we should learn to
send our consciousness through the outer into the heart
of things and find out our points of contact and oneness with
all. Then we will be quick to recognize the true from the
false, the inner from the outer; and help it into expression.
Ability to see the inner heart of things leads to the de-
velopment of another important quality which should be
cultivated, that of simplicity and truth in all things. The
pretense, sham, hypocrisy, the boasting, exaggeration and
great claims of those in the world around us are easily seen
to be untrue, a false expression of the Real Self, a vanity of
the personality. Seeing this we should strive to make our
whole lives manifest exactly what we are, without striving
to shine except as our innate qualities silently shine forth.

If conditions are not what we desire we will not pretend
that they are ideal and that we are perfectly satisfied with
them, for if we do so the Great Law will take us at our
word and allow us to remain in them ; for since we claim they
are satisfactory there is no need for better. Let us be true
with ourselves and about ourselves, striving ever to higher
ideals and better conditions through gaining the best out
of those we have and thus outgrowing them.

Among the ancient Egyptians simplicity and truth were
the marks of breeding and refinement just as they are in
the world today. With them nothing was so despised as
pretense, the jackdaw masquerading in peacock’s feathers
and thinking that it deceived the world! In the great simpli-
city of their temple service the differences in rank among the
priesthood and temple attendants were largely indicated by
the texture of their robes. The robes of the more humble
‘servitors were of coarse weave, while the difference in rank
among the priesthood sometimes could be told only by count-
ing the number of threads to the inch, each one depending on
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the quality of his garment to proclaim his position, for no
boasting or claims could conceal it. Just so must the Soul
wear coarse garments of flesh until it has learned the lessons
from them and has been able to manifest the joy and beauty
of the Inner Life in spite of them; for it is by manifesting
that joy and beauty that the garments (bodies) are purified
and made finer of texture.

In their carvings, hieroglyphs and paintings the Egyptians
are represented with bare feet. This was not because they
never wore any coverings or protection for their feet, but to
symbolize that to advance spiritually the understanding
(feet) must be uncovered and unhampered by outer and
limiting forms. Their feet are represented as flat and placed
in a straight line, one exactly in front of the other, in a
posture no one would or could readily use in walking. This
was to indicate that if we are to tread the Path to Mastery
we must be straightforward and true, progressing in a
straight line one step after another, each step taken firmly
and flatfootedly so that our position cannot be shaken. The
straight lines and angular figures used in portraying the
human form were used, not because the Egyptians did not
appreciate the curves of the body or because their sense of
beauty was poorly developed—for their portrait statues show
a highly developed sense of art—but the straight lines were
used so that no suggestions of sex appeal would detract from
the symbology of the drawing.

The above are only a few of the many simple steps that
must be taken, but they are enough to show that it is not by
great deeds, by the attainment of psychic powers, nor by
passing frightful tests in the astral that Mastery is won,
but by following the Law of Growth, conquering each event
and extracting out of it its spiritual force and building it
into spiritual growth just as the plant extracts the particles
of food from all the forces of its environment and builds
them into sprout, twig, leaf and bud and finally into the
full-blown flower, '
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We will find the Path to Mastery fully outlined in the
symbolic story of the life of Jesus. Therefore, those who
“take up the cross of the Christ” and follow understandingly
in His footsteps are treading the Path to Mastery.



CHAPTER IX
MOTHER EARTH

“Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat
of it. . . . . In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread."—
Genesis, 111, 17-19.

“The Root of Life was in every Drop of the Ocean of Immor-
tality, and the Ocean was Radiant Light, which was Fire, and Heat,
and Motion. . . . . Light is Cold Flame, and Flame is Fire,
and Fire produces Heat, which yields Water—the Water of Life
in the Great Mother."—The Stanzas of Dzyan, III, 6-9.

As the great Wheel of Time turns in its ever-recurring
cycles, closer and closer do we come to that inner sphere
of Nature which might be compared to her laboratory;
for there Nature is working out, through the transmuta-
tion of the atoms of the globe, the mighty secrets hidden
in her bosom since the beginning. Here and there among
the children of men there are a few who have sensed the
fact that man is indeed the microcosm of the macrocosm
or a little universe within himself, and that there is but
One Life and One Law manifesting in both man and the
universe. Hence they know that man is one with the
mighty forces which today are sweeping the world and
bringing all flesh to judgment.

Many are sensing their oneness with the mighty strug-
gle of the elements which has recently manifested visibly
among men as the great World War. Such also feel that
the very Earth itself is preparing within her hidden depths
for the baptism of cleansing which is even now taking
place in all lands. Even tho they cannot explain the exact

. workings, they feel the mighty cosmic forces moving upon

112



Mother Earth 113

the waters of life, and they almost hold their breath in expec-

“tation of that which is to come, while like little children they
still hold fast to their Father’s hand, knowing that thus they
will be safe whate’er betides.

Just as man’s body is composed of many elements and
myriads of atoms, electrons, mentoids, etc., so is the
Earth made up. Just as man has seven principles and
four bodies'—physical, astral, mental and spiritual—so
our Mother Earth has her seven distinct layers of differ-
ing qualities and essences and her four bodies or king-
doms in which the elements and their constituents are
manifesting. These kingdoms we will call the body of
Fire, which vitalizes all things; the body of Air, which
feeds every atom of the planet; the body of Water, which
refreshes and quickens, and the body of Earth, which
supports. Each of these kingdoms is a distinct body,
made up of living infinitesimal sensate lives, centers of
radiant energy, yet all are interblended with and inter-
dependent upon each other; all working in perfect har-
mony. '

The seven principles of the Earth are like seven layers,
- each expressing a quality or essence of its own, which is
imparted to all that comes under its influence, and these,
like the four kingdoms, are overlapping and interpene-
trating, making a harmonious whole. It is the influence
of these qualities or essences of the Earth Entity which
brings about the various changes in the vegetation, the
types of living creatures and the racial differences in man.
Each of these seven layers or zones, as we will designate
them, is ruled by one of the seven Divine Hierarchies.
And each zone is marked upon the crust of the Earth as
one might outline a country on a map. Hence the dif-
ference between the people of one district—also the flora
and fauna of their country—and those of another, not

1 See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, 255.
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only in appearance, but in bodily constitution and modes
of thought, is not one merely of education or manner of
life, but a fundamental elemental difference brought about
by imbibing and in-building the elemental forces belong-
ing to the zone of the Earth in which they were born
and brought up.

We have given elsewhere? the facts as to how each
Hierarchy rules in succession, while the others become
subservient during such rule. But when the change takes
place from the rule of one Hierarchy to that of another, it
is felt, especially throughout its own kingdom, in all the
atoms and elementals composing it. Hence, there must
necessarily be a great rearrangement and readjustment of
all the atoms of the Earth, since every atom contains the
potencies of each kingdom. Naturally, then, this plan-
etary readjustment reacts upon and is felt throughout the
Races of mankind, as well as by the lower forms of life.
In his unconscious effort to adjust himself to this change
in the essences of his environment, man, with his usual
blindness to all things occult, turns to a purely phys-
_ical explanation for the causes of the changes and up-
heavals; even goes to war with his brother-man.

At all such cosmic and planetary periods there is a
great change in man’s. ways of thinking. Nations and
whole Races are swept with new ideas, ambitions and
aims in a comparatively brief time, almost like wild-fire
sweeping a dry prairie. Such periods are easily traced in
history by their dominant ideas, as for instance the Cru-
sades, the Renaissance, the beginning of physical science,
the rapid spread of prohibition and of universal suffrage,
etc. The causes of these changes in man, in his outer
life, and in his spiritual, mental, astral and physical bodies,
can be traced to the changes in the four elemental king-
doms of the Earth of which he is a part and to which he
must react, those of today being the result of the out-

3 See Tke. Voice of Isis, Curtiss, 186.



Mother Earth 115

pouring of the Water of Life at the beginning of the
present Aquarian Age.

As we enter into the Aquarian Age the change from the
rule of one Hierarchy to another is most marked, because
" both humanity and the Earth itself are becoming more
sensitive and more responsive to inner conditions. In
each sub-cycle, however, the element of that cycle has a
predominating influence, subservient only to the Hier-
archy of the Great Age of which it is a part. For instance,
air, which is the element of Aquarius, has now begun to
rule, but it will be subservient and more or less dominated
by the water Hierarchy until it has passed beyond the
overlapping period of the Piscean Age.

During its cycle—approximately 2160 years, not count-
ing the centuries of overlapping—there will be planted
in the planet and in man the seed of that which will be
fully perfected when, at the end of the seventh sub-race
of the Fifth, the Sixth Great Race begins its reign. Aquar-
ius being an airy sign, the atoms of the Earth’s surface
must be readjusted so that the air can influence and rule
it. This means that there must be a great stirring up and
etherealization of all its atoms into a higher and finer
state. Fach element must enter, in greater quantity and
purer quality, into everything that the Hosts of Air shall
rule. To this end the zone or layer belonging to this
element must come closer to the surface and the little
elementals called Sylphs come into closer rapport with
man, both to learn from him and also to help him and
teach him the mystical lore of their kingdom. This will
be increasingly evidenced as we enter more completely
into the Aquarian period, for as yet we have entered only
into its shadow or overlapping.

The coming changes will affect all man’s bodies. His
spiritual conceptions will be higher, broader; his men-
tality will be uplifted, more expanded and more capable
of expressing the outgoing Breath of the Spirit or air in
its highest mystical aspect, and he will be able to grasp
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more subtile ideas and express them more fully. His
astral powers will have a great and wonderful unfold-
ment, and his ability to use and live in the air in many
now undreamed of ways in addition to aviation, will be
derived and brought down from those Realms where the
ideals and perfected inventions await his ability to reach
up and grasp them. Even his physical body will become
less dense and more buoyant, sensitive and beautiful.

During the Aquarian Age man will advance enorm-
ously in his conception of brotherhood and true human-
itarianism. In fact, it is in this period that the Great
Teacher must come to pour out the Water of Life on
humanity and to impart to it higher ideals and concep-
tions of life and to teach how to bring them forth. Also,
being a feminine cycle, woman must begin to take her
true place. But just as Jesus set for the Piscean Age the
ideals which only the comparatively few have been able
truly to manifest since, so must we not look for the full
glory of the Aguarian Age until we have had many a
hard struggle in subsequent incarnations.

Science tells us that the center of the Earth is prob-
ably fiery and molten. This is a shrewd deduction, which,
to a certain extent, is in harmony with the esoteric or
secret teachings. We should note here that these teach-
ings are secret in the same sense that the repeatedly
proved problems of higher mathematics and much other
scientific knowledge are secret to a schoolboy, namely, not
because they are hidden from the child, but because he
is incapable either of grasping or wisely using the infor-
mation they convey. It would not only be useless to
explain them, but were he confronted with and compelled
to solve such problems ere he could lisp his multiplication
table his brain would be stultified. Such teachings are a
part of the statistics of the Great White Lodge, which
has kept records, not only of the Races of man, but of the
cosmic events and planetary changes, since the manifes-
tation of this system and the creation of this planet. These
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records are kept on a basis similar to that by which the
Geological Society keeps a record of the physical changes
through which the Earth passes, as shown in its rock
strata, erosions, etc. The great difference is that the
Lodge of Masters has always had representatives who
have personally lived in and studied and recorded all the
conditions of past Ages, even as They do today. It is
from such records, therefore, that we learn that Fire, the
element least understood and least controlled by man,
lies deepest in the Earth’s crust; also that as each new
Race and sub-race is born and a new Hierarchy rules,
the element of that Hierarchy comes closer to the surface
and manifests more definitely to man.

While the scientists have drawn the reasonable deduc-
tion—from the estimated pressure and the steady increase
of temperature which has been observed as far as man
has penetrated into the Earth’s crust—that ere the center
of the Earth is reached all solids must be not merely
molten, but volatile or gaseous, they are still far from
the true solution. To be sure, as far as we have descended
toward the center of the globe, the temperature does
increase, and the esoteric teachings tell us that the core
of the Earth is Fire, but something far more than fire in
the sense in which the scientists of today understand the
term. They would probably call it force or radiant
energy, altho in reality it is Spiritual Fire or Divine
Energy. Itis that Divine Life which gives to the Earth
as a living, breathing entity its life-force; for without
this core of radiant Spiritual Fire the Earth would be a
dead planet. Man also has within him the same Spiritual
Fire manifesting as radiant life energy.

In referring to the Earth as a living entity, do not get
the idea that it is a form shut up in this sphere of energy
at the center of the Earth, or that the varying forces of
the planet are confined to particular zones, any more than
it could be said that the Soul of man was shut up in hic
heart, and that the bones, nerves, muscles, blood, breath,
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etc., were marked off and confined to separate areas in
the body. No part of the body is without these, altho
each has its special zone of manifestation. Just so it is
with the Earth. For while the zones are marked off
distinctly, still the forces and essences of each are con-
stantly changing and interblending. The life-force is
penetrating every atom, piercing through dense matter
and bringing forth both within and upon the planet.
Each of the four elements which constitute the four
kingdoms or bodies of the Earth is a servant of the Divine
One Life. Each element is composed of myriads of ele-
mental lives—the elementals—which are the ingredients
that are continually being transformed and transmuted
as they are built into the ever-changing forms of Nature.

When we speak of the Nature elementals we must not
think that each flower or blade of grass or grain has a
separate elemental spirit informing or connected with it,
but that all flowers, grains, etc., of one variety are each
of them under the guidance of a living sentient being,
who directs their activities of growth, form, color, per-
fume, etc., toward perfection that they may accomplish
their part in the evolution of the planet and of man.
For there is no form of growth that has not its special
and necessary part to play, either in the preparation of
the soil for more advanced vegetation, to feed man or the
animals, to furnish him healing forces or some other defi-
nite work to accomplish. Even the humble sagebrush,
which covers the most barren and desolate regions of the
Woestern States, is doing a valuable and constructive work
in adding humus where no other plants will grow and in
preparing the soil to produce more useful crops. And
even the sagebrush itself contains many medicinal prop-
erties useful to man. Other vegetation in arid regions,
such as cactus, yucca, mesquite, etc.,, has its particular
work in helping to redeem the soil and preparing better
conditions, also other helps for man.
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All this is not accidental, but is a part of the Divine
Plan, brought into manifestation through the guidance of
the hierarchies of elementals working under the Divine
Law, each lower order receiving its guidance from the
one just above. These Nature elementals are to plant
life what a group soul is to a species of animals and the
individual Soul to man—simply higher grades of intel-
ligence all working under the hierarchies of their own
Rays to perfect everything in that Ray so that it may
blend with the others into the one White Light of Divine
Manifestation.

In a similar way the particles of the food we eat, which
are made up of infinitesimal living forces, are taken into
our stomachs and transformed into bone, muscle, brain,
energy, etc. It is the activity of this process of trans-
mutation that produces heat, both in the body of man
and in the body of the planet. “Light is Cold Flame, and
Flame is Fire, and Fire produces Heat” when it meets
resistance, the Stanzas of Dzyan tell us. Hence, it is the
resistance which the dense matter of the Earth’s crust
offers to the passage of the central Spiritual Fire that pro-
duces the heat discovered by those who have penetrated
deeply into the Earth, only as yet man has pierced but the
outer layers of the Earth’s crust.

As one Race draws to a close and a new Race begins
its reincarnated life-cycle, it is necessary that new con-
ditions obtain in the Earth; that new forces be liberated,
new energies brought to man’s attention, and this is cor-
respondingly true, altho in a lesser degree, as each sub-
race is ushered in. For at least the advanced ones of
the Race or sub-race, those whose work for humanity
consists in preparing for the New Age as teachers, in-
ventors, scientists, poets, artists, reformers, etc., must
reincarnate under conditions in ‘which they can not only
live, but can utilize the new-found energies and prepare
for the great influx of the New Race or sub-race. It is,
therefore, the fore-runners, leaders and teachers of the



120 The Message of Aquaria

New Age who incarnate first that they may educate the
mothers of the new humanity. Throughout the past
cycle of the Piscean Age, the Great Mother-principle
(Rachel) has been “weeping for her (spiritual) children,
and would not be comforted, for they were not” (incar-
nated). But the coming leaders and teachers will prepare
conditions of peace, harmony, love and purity in which
the more spiritual and sensitive Souls can incarnate. For
without these great teachers and helpers it would be
almost impossible for the masses of mankind to reach the
development required to usher in the New Age.

If man fails to face these problems and consciously recog-
nize and utilize the finer energies of the Earth to bring
about the necessary adjustments, then in some other way
the Great Law will work out the problems without or
even in spite of him. For Mother Nature attends to her
needs and readjusts her forces and atoms in many ways,
often through great wars, storms, floods, upheavals and
cataclysms of various kinds. But, however it occurs, the
outer surface, which the human race up to the present has
tilled, polluted and well-nigh exhausted, must be broken
up so that the new energies of the deeper layers may be
utilized. 'The small amount of life-force which the constant
interchange of the Spiritual Fire, sweeping through the outer
crust leaves behind is largely used up or perverted so that
the soil constantly requires artificial fertilization. At a
certain depth there is a hard crust which in ordinary cul-
tivation is seldom disturbed or broken up because no
plow goes deep enough, and the necessity of artificial fer-
tilization must the sooner be resorted to. Artificial fer-
tilization is but an expedient by which life-force is gath-
ered from another source and added to the exhausted
soil, much as a sick man must add to his vitality by tak-
ing tonics, etc.

As with man, so with the Earth. As we have said, in
speaking of the dynaspheric force? the Earth normally

® Sce page 414 herein.
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develops everything from within herself. Life-force suf-
ficient for all its wants is stored up in its hidden depths.
The sick man must break through the crusts of old
habits of life and thought and correlate with the deeper
currents of the One Life and let them flow through him
unimpeded if he would conquer disease, and for the planet
the old used-up crust must be broken up, sloughed off or
in some way disturbed so that the One Life manifesting
in the deeper layers may come to the surface. Below this
layer of crust or “hard-pan” as it is called, the roots of
grains, vegetables and many fruit-trees cannot penetrate,
hence will not flourish without the life-force being sup-
plied in an artificial way.

Today the surface of the Earth is not only depleted,
but it is saturated with the blood shed in all the wars of
mankind throughout the ages; all the vibrations of in-
harmony, selfishness and enmity; and all the effluvia and
off-scouring of man’s impurity. This pollution has gone
on until the whole crust of the Earth is impregnated with
disease and death, even where modern man has never
trod, so that the planet as a whole is nauseated with it.
Hence the soil is today unfit to bring forth the higher
types of food that will be required by the coming more
sensitive Souls who will constitute the new sub-race. The
fore-runners of this sub-race must, therefore, begin to
teach mankind how to overcome all these adverse con-
ditions; for in eating the vegetables and fruits grown on
Earth at present man is imbibing the effluvia he cast off
in the past, and also the results of his wrong thinking, which
have polluted the Earth. The small amount of life-force
the foods now contain and the prevalence of disease both
in the plants and in man is, of course, a part of the Karma
man must reap, for it is a part of the curse of the ground
which he must redeem.

When the foundations of the Earth were laid, prepa-

(3) See Page ..
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ration was made for the sustenance of all the seven Great
Races and their seven sub-races, nations and tribes, in-
cluding the greater needs of its later and more sensitive
Races and sub-races. Underneath the seemingly impen-
etrable outer layers of the crust are stored up, waiting
for the advanced Races, all the elements of nutrition and
life-force which those Races will require to nourish their
finer bodies and enable them to live under the new con-
ditions in which they will find themselves; for the Spir-
itual Fire, in traversing the various zones and layers,
leaves behind in each the proper potencies belonging to
that proper zone. One of the effects of the World War
is the breaking up of the crust, by shot, shell and mine
explosion, so that the air elementals of the deeper zones
and layers so long imprisoned are being set free, while
those of the surface air are able to penetrate more deeply
and mingle with the soil and thus help to purify it and
prepare for the next step.

St. Paul tells us that “We know that the whole crea-
tion groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”
All the entities of all grades of consciousness in Mother
Farth are laboring together mightily to complete the
purification, evolution and perfection of the globe, and
must so work until the spirit of the Cosmic Christ is born
in mankind as a whole and man takes his place as the Lord
of Creation or the husbandman of the Loord God on Earth.

Already man is learning a new lesson, for the great fer-
tility of the land devastated by the war is attracting the
attention of scientists. No longer do they claim that the
increased fertility is due merely to the saturation of the
soil with blood, altho that is a factor; the effect of the
upheaval is also being considered. But another phase of
this problem is already causing alarm. From the blood-
stained fields of battle myriads of insect pests, plant
diseases and blights have recently arisen—such as the
mysterious chestnut blight that swept the world some
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few years ago—entailing great labor to combat and doing
much to counteract the increased fertility of the soil.
The occult student will quickly recognize that these pests
are simply materialized expressions of the perverted life-
force and the inharmonious and destructive thought-
forces, which have been accumulating in the astral and
are now precipitated upon Earth.

Man must learn to draw upon the inexhaustible re-
sources of Mother Earth and to remember that the cre-
ative forces poured out upon her in the beginning still
vibrate through all the kingdoms of Nature and will go
on and on vibrating and creating and re-creating as long
as the planet endures. When man awakens to these
mighty truths he will no longer believe that it is the blood
shed on the battlefields that really enriches the Earth; for
this is but the life-force which has passed through the
human organism and is filled with the waste products of
man’s body, and its emanations are impressed with the
misuse of his forces. Man himself has continually to re-
new and purify the life stream in his body if he would
retain his health. The land is therefore enriched less by
the blood poured out upon it than by the release of the
life-forces stored up in the deeper layers or zones of
Mother Earth.

As he awakens to these forces, man will also find an
explanation and cure for the ever-increasing menace of
the insect plagues and plant diseases, which has had such
a sudden and enormous increase in all parts of the world
since the war. These have ravaged the world’s crops
until the agricultural authorities have issued warnings
that man will have to fight a battle royal with these per-
verted forms of life if he would enjoy the increase of his
labors. ‘There is, therefore, a reasonable basis of truth
in the predictions of many astrologers that the World
War will be followed by a great famine over all the
Earth, even the increased crops that are raised being
devastated by both storms and pests.
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But as long as man remains ignorant of the resources
hidden in the depths of the Earth he must continue to
suffer from the curse: “Cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life.” As most of the pests are the manifestation and
embodiment of “man’s inhumanity to man,” together
with his wasted and perverted creative powers which have
been accumulating in the astral, they will naturally be
at enmity with man their creator until he learns how to
utilize the forces of the One Life, both in himself and in
the planet, to protect himself from and transmute these
enemies of mankind.

But if he is to understand wisely how to prepare the
Earth fo raise improved foods, not only for the millions
who have made great sacrifices that peace, justice and
righteousness may prevail for all mankind, but also to
prepare for the more advanced Souls of the new sub-race
who will require purer, more nutritious, more concen-
trated and more life-giving forms of food, he must learn
that it is necessary to break up the soil to a depth never
before attempted. He has already made a start in this
direction by planting his orchards with the use of dyna-
mite and he finds that they not only make a three years’
growth in two, but are better able to resist both insects
and disease. This must be done not merely to allow the
roots to strike deeper and to draw the water to them by
capillary attraction through the loosened soil, but to per-
mit the readjusting of the elemental lives within the crust
of the Earth that the new order of vegetation may be
ushered in and that he may intelligently hasten the day
when “the desert shall bloom as the rose.” For only
when the quality and life-giving properties of the vege-
tables, fruits and nuts have been thus increased, purified,
refined and perfected can a strictly vegetarian diet satisfy
the needs of all classes of mankind. Such perfected foods
will not only be disease-resisting, but they will be disease-
preventing when eaten by man.
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Another lesson that man in southern climates must
learn is that the soil requires cycles of rest and recupera-
tion, even tho the climate makes it possible to grow crops
almost “continuously, through irrigation and other meth-
ods of forcing. The enforced rest entailed by winter
in northern climates allows the life-forces to collect and
concentrate for expression during a short summer season.
The life-force manifests in fruits as flavor, aroma and satis-
faction of taste and in flowers as perfume, pungency, etc.
Flowers growing in mountainous regions, where the alti-
tude is great and the seasons short, are usually far more
vivid and brilliant in their coloring than those grown in
low altitudes and where the seasons are long. Also it is
well known that altho southern fruits may be larger, they
are usually coarser in fiber, and altho they are most attrac-
. tive in appearance they lack the flavor and satisfying quali-
ties to be found in northern fruits, just as the northern
flowers make up in perfume for their smaller size, less
showy appearance and the shortness of their season.

In the beginning of the Race all these things were
taught to infant humanity by the super-human and god-
like Beings who came to this planet for the purpose of
instilling into the minds of man the essence of wisdom
and instructing him in all the arts and sciences. It is
this stored-up fund of knowledge and wisdom upon which
mankind has been drawing during the succeeding ages,
as the evolutionary changes demanded it and the more
advanced minds were able to correlate with it. Scientists
might say that man, by the development and use of his
mighty intellect, had discovered new forces and new
ways of using forces previously unknown, but the occult-
ist knows that all those things were provided for man’s
use during the first six “days of creation” and manifestea
during the first six sub-races of the Third Great Race
(Lemurian). For it was only then that the Earth was
materialized into solid form. Then during the seventh
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sub-race of the Lemurians there was a long Golden Age
or period of rest, while the planet was being further
cooled off, materialized, solidified and beautified for man’s
occupancy.

We are told that God created every plant of the field be-
fore it was in the Earth, and every herb of the field before
it grew.* Thus even before the Earth was materialized, every
condition, force, and material needed for the evolution of the
Earth itself and for the evolution and spiritual unfoldment
of all the Races and sub-races of man was prepared for in
advance. We are also allegorically told that out of the dust
of the Earth God made man, as well as every tree and herb
and living creature. This, of course, does not mean that
God gathered up a handful of dust and fashioned man out
of it, but it does mean that the Divine Ideation, through the
creative power of the Cosmic Consciousness and the mani-
festing power of the One Life, first conceived the idea
and then projected it into objective manifestation—through
the outbreathing of the Great Breath—first of the Earth
and all things pertaining to it, and finally of man himself,
all fashioned out of the same fundamental and undiffer-
entiated Cosmic Substance and then clothed in a body of
flesh composed of earthly substances. All these manifesta-
tions of the Divine were vivified by the same Divine Life-
force which we call the Christ-force, because it is the “only
begotten son” or the only outgoing current of Divine Life-
force sent down into the manifested Cosmos to be its life
and aid it in evolving godward. This divine Christ-force
must therefore be present in every molecule of the Earth and
in everything brought forth from or upon the Earth. We
therefore know that the life-force is stored up in the various
~ layers and zones of the Earth waiting to bring forth in each
day-period and sub-race the forces and products needed for
that day or sub-race.

4 Genesis, i, 5.
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As we have been passing through the dark night-period
which always separates one racial day-period from another
—the period during which the scavengers are at work gather-
ing up the debris of the last day and cleansing the Earth for
the new—we look forward with faith to the New Day now
dawning, instead of bewailing the passing of the old and be-
ing appalled by the outlook. We should turn our minds to-
ward finding the “open sesame” that will swing wide the
doors of God’s storehouses where He has laid up for this
particular time all that humanity needs.

Therefore, if man would be the child of the New Age
he must begin at once to get acquainted with the mystic
potencies of Mother Earth and to correlate with the ele-
mental lives which do her bidding and which she uses to
bring about her miracles. Let man ask seriously what she
holds for him. Let him step out of the rut of the common-
place and experiment and he will find out the truth of that
which is told us in The Voice of the Silence: “Help Nature
and work on with her; and Nature will regard thee as one
of her creators and make obeisance. And she will open wide
before thee the portals of her secret chambers.” (i.e., zones.)



CHAPTER X
THE FOUR WINDS

“Fohat takes five strides, and builds a winged wheel at each
corner of the square for the Four Holy Ones . . . . and their
Armies.”—Stanzas of Dsyan, v, Sloka 5.

“There is Occult philosophy in the Roman Catholic doctrine
which traces the various public calamities, such as epidemics of
disease and wars and so on, to the invisible ‘Messengers’ from the
North and West. ‘The glory of God comes from the way- of the
East,’ says Ezekiel ; while Jeremiah, Isaiah, and the Psalmist assure
their readers that all the evil under the Sun comes from the North
and West.”—The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, i, 147-8.

“Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy son of man, and say to the
wind, Thus saith the Lord God. Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”—Ezekiel,:
xxxvii, 9.

Four is the number of the Earth-plane. It signifies the
completion of Earth conditions, the foundation stone upon
which all that manifests on Earth must be erected. Its sym-
bol is the square, the base of the pyramid. In the evolution
of man four indicates the Fourth Race of the Fourth Day-
period, when the four lowet aspects of Nature and of man
had reached their perfection and were made the material
basis upon which the higher aspects must manifest. Ap-
plied to man four represents the understanding, the founda-
tion which completes the merely human, and when illumined
by the Light of Spirit, makes Divinity attainable.

Four is used in many ways in the Bible and in all other
sacred scriptures as well as in occult literature. ‘The Holy
City must be laid four square, the mystical “white stone” is
square, and there are four cardinal points, North, South,
East and West, presided over by four great Angels or Re-
gents, symbolized by the four sacred animals of Ezekiel,
Daniel and the Apocalypse, namely the Bull, the Lion, the
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Eagle and the Man. In the Orient these Regents are called
the Four Great Kings or Maharajas and are related to the
Four Lords of Karma or the four great Powers which make
square, balance or adjust the workings of the Great Law
that love, justice, peace and harmony may ultimately pre-
vail. The powers and forces thus symbolized are not mere
abstractions, but are the intelligent, entitized forces so often
referred to in the writings of the Christian Fathers as the
“Messengers,” “Angelic Virtues,” “Spirits” or “Angels.”?

In the temples of Egypt a great curtain was drawn over
five pillars separating the Holy Place from the congregation.
This symbolized the veil which hangs between our five senses
and the Divine Mysteries. The curtain was of four colors,
blue (spiritual aspiration), purple (understanding of the
astral), scarlet (purification of earthly conditions) and gold
(truth combined out of all), again representing the four
cardinal points, the four elements and the Four- Winds.
Also the Children of Israel after their sojourn in Egypt
were instructed to make a tabernacle which went with them
during the Exodus. It was to have a veil made of blue,
purple and scarlet, to be hung upon four pillars of shittim
wood overlaid with gold, upon four sockets of silver.2 The
whole setting in both cases symbolized that it is through the
four Powers ruling the Four Winds that our five senses be-
come cognizant of the hidden mysteries of life. In other
words, through the forces which are manifested by these
high Rulers of the Four Winds does man grow in the under-
standing of the mysteries of Nature, and by relating him-
self to Nature, of the mysteries of his own being.

Primitive man learned that during the season of the East
Wind—Spring—he must till the ground and plant the seed;
during the season of the South Wind—Summer—the crops
spring up and grow; during the West Wind—Autumn—the
crops mature and the harvest is gathered, and during the

1 See The Key to the Universe, Curtiss, Chapter xxiv.
® Exodus, xxvi, 31-2.
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season of the North Wind—Winter—all the life-forces are
indrawn and must lie in the tomb of winter, Also “the way
of a ship in the midst of the sea,” spoken of by Solomon as
one of the four great mysteries, had to be learned by a
study of the winds. Even today, be his ships ever so mar-
velous, man must still reckon with the winds and tides. We
find a recognition of the importance and the sacredness of
the four elements, the four cardinal points, and the Four
Winds in every religion and in all ages, and applying the
occult axiom, “As above, so below,” by studying the physical
manifestations of the Four Winds we can understand and
correlate with the Powers of which they are expressions.

As we have said elsewhere: “The four beasts also sym-
bolize the four corners of the earth and the four winds of
heaven. The wind, like the breath of the physical body, is a
manifestation of the Spirit, which comes we know not whence
and goeth we know not whither. Jeremiah, Isaiah and the
Psalms assure us that from the North and West come all dis-
ease, catastrophes, and afflictions, while from the East and
South come all benefits.” Symbolically this means that when
we turn from the Spiritual Sun we have long dark nights of
cold, and are breathing in the effluvia of the Earth whence
come disease and death. Egqually so when for us we let the
Spiritual Sun set in the West. While if we mentally face
the mystic East and greet the rising of the Spiritual Sun or
bask in its full radiance in the South continually, we can
breathe in all spiritual blessings. .

While this is symbolically true, yet by a careful analysis
of each Wind we will find that none are evil, but that all
four are presided over by beneficent Powers and their mani-
festations are for the ultimate good of mankind.

Enoch tells us: “I also beheld the four winds which bear
up the earth, and the firmament of heaven. . . . . I then
surveyed the receptacles of all the winds, perceiving that
they contributed to adorn the whole creation, and preserve
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the foundation of the earth, . . . . . The first wind is
called the eastern, because it is the first. The second is
called the South, because the Most High there descends,
and frequently there descends he who is blessed forever.
The western wind has the name of diminution, because there
all the luminaries of heaven are diminished, and descend.
The fourth wind, which is named the north, is divided into
three parts.””®

The East Wind is the wind of the morning, the wind that
brings the freshness of the new day. Ezekiel says that the
glory of God “comes from the way of the East.” Just as the
East Wind brings renewed life to the Earth, so does the
mystic East Wind bring renewed life and power to the
Soul. As the first breath of day comes from the East so
. should the first waking breath correlate with the power of
the East Wind by repeating some sacred text, such as the
Morning Prayer of this Order.* There is a mystic potency
in the first thoughts held and the first words uttered, for
they strike the key-note for the day. Therefore concentrate
upon some uplifting text, prayer or thought and let it abide
with you in the undercurrents of your consciousness during
the day.

The South Wind is the wind which brings growth, un-
foldment and perfection to the Earth and causes the Soul
to put forth in a greater fullness in the everyday life the
strength and beauty garnered and assimilated during the
wintertime. The South Wind brings thé summertime of
the Soul when all things seem to go well, altho even during
this period the husbandman of the Soul-life, like the hus-
bandman of the soil, must watch for and guard against
the little insects that prey upon his crops; must protect
them from drought and storms and prune off all abnormal
growths that they may reach perfection. While the South
Wind is balmy and pleasant it does not carry the mariner

® The Book of Enoch, xl, xviii, Ixxvi.
-See Appendix,
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on his way as rapidly as the fiercer winds from the North
and West, yet its force must be utilized to advance the pro-
gress of the ship toward its port.

The West Wind is said to be disastrous, but only as
it brings to the individual life its fulfillment and to the
Earth its harvest. It brings the rest and refreshment of
eventide, both to the life and to the Earth, the period when
both enjoy the fruits of their labors. Hence we may expect
our compensation and the complete understanding of the
lessons of life to be brought to us by the wind from the
West. The West Wind brings sadness only if the harvest
we have sown be tares instead of wheat. But even so, only
as we courageously reap the harvest can we learn to sow
more wisely. It is in the West that we may look for the close
of the present turbulent conditions and for a peaceful gar-
nering of the fruits which ripen as the result of the lessons
which humanity has learned.

We are told that at the second coming of the Christ His
light shall shine from the East even unto the West. This
is but one of the many prophecies indicating that it is in the
West that the great gathering of the elect will take place
to make ready for the coming of the great World Teacher
so soon to appear. For it is “in the cool of the day” or as
the Sun sets in the West that we must meet the Lord in the
garden or the place where the fruitage of experience is
garnered. Here we may sit at His feet after the strife
and turmoil of the day and learn the great lessons which
shall prepare us for the new day of the Sixth Great Race,
for the sixth and seventh sub-races are the eventide or
closing period of the Fifth Great Race.

The North Wind brings the chilling blasts which strip the
leaves from the trees, scatter the seeds far and wide and
usher in the winter season. The sky is leaden, frowning,
ominous. The wind comes in vicious gusts that chill and
shrivel all living things, or it howls and shrieks in a terrify-
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ing gale which wrecks the ship that is not staunch and true
and well captained, and that sweeps before it everything that
is not well rooted or established on a firm foundation. It
spreads a protecting sheet of ice over the streams and lakes
that the life within them may be protected. It brings the
whirling, blinding snow which spreads its mantle of white
over the Earth and the children of its bosom that they may
be protected and find that rest and peace in which the
forces of life may be indrawn into Mother Earth and the
experiences of the summer digested, that they may be pre-
pared to manifest anew under new conditions. So must
it be in our lives, for the North Wind is none other than
King Desire whose fierce breath chills and shrivels and
brings disaster. He has his seat in the sign Scorpio, the
Adversary whose sting poisons the whole man, yet when
conquered and lifted up becomes the Eagle, the Bird of
Life and Freedom, which can gaze unflinchingly into the
eye of the Sun.

Desire as a principle—the negative aspect of Divine Will,
an expression of the desire of the Divine for manifesta-
tion—in one sense is the fundamental cause of all manifesta-
tion. But when this principle becomes personalized in the
individual as human desire it reaches both upward and
downward, governed and controlled by free-will. As long
as there is any experience or sensation on Earth which at-
tracts us our desire is turned outward, downward, earth-
ward, and we must experience that desire ere we are satis-
fied, unless we transmute it by a higher desire or by our
will. As long as our desires turn earthward—desires for
possession of things, of place, of approval or applause; for
the gratification of sensation and self-indulgence, etc.—
their satisfaction always leaves the sting of the Scorpion.
Only when we realize that our Father-in-heaven will supply
all things needed for our best good on Earth and we no
longer waste our thought-power desiring physical things,
can our desires fly upward like the Eagle into the higher
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realms and become one with the will of our Father and so
do His will on Earth, even as it is done in heaven. “Thought
arises before desire. The thought acts on the brain, the brain
on the organ, and then (animal) desire awakens. . . . The
student must guard his thoughts.”® Understanding this we
will realize the significance of the promise: “Seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you. . . . For your heavenly
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.” With
this understanding King Desire becomes not our tempter, but
a most beneficent helper on the Path of Self Mastery.

The North Wind blows in many ways in our lives as
individuals, for each and every one must meet this great
King and conquer the power of his icy breath. For the
effect of the North Wind (desire) is cold and shriveling to
the Soul, and like a blast of wind forced into a furnace, it
transforms the steady, quiet flame of Love into a raging,
consuming passion. The North Wind comes to us to test
the strength of our roots, to see if we are rooted in truth,
to wipe out old conditions and prepare for the new. The
North Wind will also play its part in bringing to the Earth
the disasters which will mark the beginning of the cataclys-
mic changes which are to come and which are even now tak-
ing place. But as these apparent disasters come, both in
our individual lives and to the Earth, realize that they are
but the great North Wind sweeping away that which is
holding us back from entering upon the new conditions.
They do not come by chance, but are guided by the Divine
Love of wise and beneficent Powers for the best good of
ourselves, humanity and the planet as a whole.

It is the force generated by the mystical North Wind
that shall roll away the stone from the sepulcher of our
lives. And as we find the stone rolled away many of us
may start back appalled to find only empty graveclothes
where we thought to find the Christ. How many of us

8 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, iii, 573.
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have had something we valued above all else, that which
seemed to be our Lord of Life, taken from us and we have
laid it in a tomb and have sealed it with a great stone! Often
this stone is fashioned from our hearts grown hard and
bitter because our Lord of Life has been taken from us and
we know not where they have laid him.

There are many, many such, many who are carrying
through life the memory of such a death and burial ; many
whose hearts close the mouth of a sepulcher in which their
hopes and dearest wishes lie buried. This may be the
physical loss of a loved one who seemed necessary to lean
on but who may have been removed only to teach the Soul
to lean upon its own inner touch with divinity. Or it may
be some disappointed hope or some affliction of the body
which they have sealed up in the tomb of the mind, where
they often go to weep and lament or to curse the fate
that has willed it so. Then comes the great North Wind
and sweeps them off their feet, tears from their lives all
those things to which they have clung so long. By its force
the stone they thought so firm is torn from its foundations
and rolled away and they find in their sepulcher no Lord of
Love, no cherished idol, but only the graveclothes of that
which has passed away long since. Moreover, if they come
to this sepulcher at dawn after the bitter North Wind has
blown all the night long, they will find an angel waiting for
them saying, “He is not here, for he is risen. Why seek
ye the living among the dead ?”

What is the meaning of this symbol? It is this, there is
no thing that is called out by our true, unselfish love that can
rest in the 'grave. Its essence must rise and become a
part of our True Self, for we cannot lose anything that is
true and pure. Do not hover over the graves in life, for
nothing can remain in the grave but the mere outward
covering which we ourselves have woven about the thing
we loved. There are no sepulchers which require the harden-
ing of our hearts to seal up, no dark and dismal caverns
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where our loved ones rest. No thing that has awakened in
our heart one living spark of Divine Love and has then ap-
parently been taken from us is dead. Nor can it rest in the
grave, for it is risen, risen into the great and mighty oneness
of Divine Love, which includes the little things of life as
well as the great.

When the bitter North Wind blows and our lives seem
to be going to pieces, when petty cares, like the dust and
debris cast up by the wind, are flying about us on every
hand, perhaps blinding us; when the Sun of Righteousness
and the Moon of Intuition are darkened and the Star of
Initiation seems to have withdrawn its light, look up, for
behold our redemption is nigh. When we have looked up we
will realize the lesson and go fearlessly into the tomb and
see for ourselves that our Lord of Love has risen, for the
stone of misunderstanding and hardness of heart has been
rolled away by the King of the North Wind.

True love is divine, immortal, hence can never die. No
force of love that we have ever experienced can ever be lost,
for as we rise we shall find the full essence of all the love
we have poured forth manifesting to us in a higher expres-
sion. For as the Eagle in us flies upward it will find all that
we thought dead and buried waiting for us in the heart of
the Sun. Often they are taken from us that our desires
may be drawn upward and become the will for a higher .
expression. '

Thus we find that each of the Four Winds has its times
and seasons and each its work to accomplish in the develop-
ment and perfection of the Soul-life. Let us enjoy the
pleasant winds while they blow, but also let us trim our sails
to take advantage of the North Wind when its season comes.
Let us take comfort in the knowledge that tho the North
Wind is fierce and cold it will sweep us most rapidly on our"
journey, will call out all our powers and seamanship and will
take from us only those things which retard our progress.
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Thus do the Regents of the Four Winds, with their hosts
or armies of living powers, bring to the Earth and to man-
kind their particular forces without which evolution could
not be completed. From this we learn the great.lesson
of unity in diversity ; that each Soul must work out its own
salvation in its own way, just as the winds accomplish their
own work even tho apparently adverse. As well might the
South Wind condemn the North Wind or the East Wind
the West as for students to condemn those who accomplish
their work in life in different ways.

Meditation upon this chapter should awaken in the stu-
dent a larger idea of the necessity of making use of every
wind that blows. Be it from the North or South, the East
or West, let us utilize its power and make it our servant. In
other words, let us learn the lessons from every event and
circumstance, in our life and environment that we may make
our life one with the Great Law.



CHAPTER XI
THE THREE JOHNS

“And in those days there came John the Baptist . . . . and
Herod sent and beheaded John in prison. . . . . Now there
was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his dxscnples, whom Jesus loved.

. . And he sent and signified it by his angel unto his
servant John: who bare record of the word of God, . . and
of all the things that he saw.”—St. Matthew, iii, i; xiv, 10. St
John, xiii, 23. Revelation, i, 1-2.

In previous chapters we have learned that the sign
Aquarius in its mystical significance symbolizes Man : not un-
developed or animal man, but the spiritually awakened in-
tellectual man symbolized in the Bible under the name John.
But we find that there were three Johns—John the Baptist,
John the Beloved and John the Revelator. 'These three
Johns have the same symbology as the three decanates of
Aquarius, all synthesized in Jesus, the perfect Man. Con-
sidering the three Johns together we therefore have a com-
posite picture of man as he unfolds and manifests his three
decanates or the three stages of unfoldment into his highest
attainment as the real Man.

The three Johns also represent the three offices which
the Aquarian Man must hold or manifest in the course of
his spiritual unfoldment, 4. e, Prophet, Priest and King, or
Man claiming the three-fold powers of his Sonship. For it
is only the manifestation of the Son in man that can truly
make him either Prophet, Priest or King. The mere pre-
dicting of coming events, through the use of clairvoyance,
prevoyance or other psychic faculties, does not constitute a
Prophet; for a Prophet is “one who speaks for God” or
interprets the will of the Divine to man, and prediction plays
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but a small part in his life and work. The mere graduating
from a theological school and being ordained cannot make a
man a true Priest, unless in addition he has unfolded the
Christ within his heart and his intellect has been so illumined
that he can stand before the altar and sacrifice his lower
nature to the Divine. In many instances the wearing of an
earthly crown is but a parody on true kingship; for the
crown which marks the real King is the radiance of his
purified aura and the emanations of his illumined intellect
which enable him to rule with justice. Such a crown each
of the three Johns wears, yet the crown of each differs
from that of the others according to the kingdom over which
he rules.

In the Bible there are also three great elevations or Mounts
which correspond to that which is meant by the three Johns.
The first, which agrees with John the Baptist, is Mt. Sinai
in the wilderness ; the mountain from which the Law is given
amidst lightnings and thunders so that the people are over-
awed. From this wonderful Mount comes their Law, their
instruction and their call to repentance. The second Mount
corresponds to John the Beloved. This is the Mount of
Divine Love from which Jesus gave the message of blessed-
ness: “Blessed are the peacemakers,” etc. The sermon is
very mild. If we heard it today we would be inclined to say
it was negative. But the other side of this Mount is Calvary,
the Mount of Crucifixion; Divine Love gives out its message
from a height so great that it is always misunderstood and
the giver crucified. The third is the Mount of Transfigura-
tion. Here stands Moses the Law-giver or the first John, and
Elias, the blessed John, both coming with the third John who
has lost his identity in Jesus; for the Revelator does not
speak his own words, but those given him from on high.
And as the world passes through the sign Aquarius there
must be a blending of these three phases.

The first decanate of Aquarius, which is riuled by Saturn,
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is symbolized by John the Baptist; the man clothed in the
skins of wild animals and wandering in the wilderness. Yet
this is not primitive man, but man crowned with high intel-
lectual attainments. Because his awakened intellect has
recognized the superior power of the Christ-consciousness,
the one who is “mightier than I, the latchet of whose shoes
I am not worthy to stoop and unloose,” he becomes a Pro-
phet crying: “Prepare ye the way of the Lord (Law), make
his paths straight.” The number eleven, the number of the
sign Aquarius, signifies the beginning of a new and higher
cycle; and the kabalistic value of the name John is nine,
the number of Soul Initiation. Hence we see that as the
first decanate of this sign begins to manifest, man will have
an intellectual awakening which will initiate him into a new
and higher world, a consciousness which transcends the
outer, the visible and the merely intellectual, and shall usher
him into the world of spiritual realization. And as there
are three decanates, we may expect intellectual man to pass
through three distinct phases, all of them but steps in the
unfoldment of the fifth principle (Manas) in man, that
which gives him supremacy. Manas is commonly divided
into Higher Manas and lower manas; Higher when joined
to the Soul (Buddhi) principle and called Buddhi-manas,
and lower when joined to desire (Kama) and called Kama-
manas. But it also has a third and distinct expression
wherein it is neither the one nor the other, but vacillates be-
tween the two. The two lower must be mastered and
transcended ere man can become the true Aquarian.

The first stage in this mastery through which all must
pass is the John the Baptist stage. This is the stage when,
after man’s intellect has awakened to the fact that there is
something greater to be attained, he is still wandering in the
wilderness of the outer life seeking to prepare the way,
through a study of the philosophy and laws of the higher
life, for the coming of the greater consciousness, the Christ-
consciousness, in his heart. At this point he is exceedingly
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solicitous that others should awaken to the higher concep-
tions which have so enthused him, hence he is continually
crying, “Repent ye,” and striving to have everyone who will
listen follow him. He lays great stress upon outer condi-
tions and observances. He is clothed in skins, 1. e., the sim-
plest form of attire, and his physical body and its care and
subjugation occupy a very prominent place in his life. He
lays great stress upon the simplicity of his raiment and upon
what he eats, drinks, etc. This is well, for at this stage the
mastery of pride of appearance and the control of appetite
are important steps.

But he is confronted on every hand by many and diverse
paths or teachings, all seemingly pointing to the goal, yet
leading in different directions. And since the seeker during
this stage is still depending upon his intellect to guide him
he feels that he must investigate all movements and teach-
ings in an effort to find the true inner Path which shall lead
him to the Christ. At this stage it is right that he should
do so, and without being thought vacillating and insincere.
Jesus plainly showed what attitude of mind we should hold
toward this stage of development when He replied to His
disciples as they tried to rouse His condemnation for one
who was so unsettled: “What went ye out into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed shaken with the wind?” 4. e., a vacillat-
ing or weak-minded person. Then He continued: “But
what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto
you, more than a prophet.”

We should take this to heart, and when we see sincere
persons running here and there seeking intellectually to make
a straight Path through the many devious teachings, we
should not think of them as reeds shaken by every wind of
doctrine that springs up. For their very activity in pro-
claiming and seeking the Christ is a prophecy and fore-
runner of that which they shall attain; that other John, the
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beloved of the Christ, into which they will evolve. For
some day they will step into the Jordan, see the Dove de-
scend and hear the Voice proclaiming that the Christ, the
only begotten Son, has been found. The Law is: “Ask, and
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you,; for everyone that asketh re-
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knock-
eth it shall be opened.” 'This seeking attitude of mind is
the turning point, the turning from the old, the outer, to the
new, the inner. For there must be the intellectual conception
before there can be the perception. This stage corresponds
with the first decanate of Aquarius and is ruled by Saturn,
who must test and judge and make stable all things, so that
the rulership of Mercury can begin.

When this step in the unfoldment has been taken and
John the Baptist has recognized and baptized the Christ, his
intellectual supremacy and dominion must wane while the
Christ-consciousness waxes, as it is said: “He must in-
crease, but I must decrease.” Then the seeker enters into
the second stage, symbolized by John the Beloved. In this
stage he has not only found and recognized the Christ, but
sits at meat with Him and rests on His bosom. At this stage
he is little concerned with either raiment or food, for his
Master, on whose bosom he rests, came both eating meat
and drinking wine. No longer does he exhort the multi-
tudes to repent, but rests quietly in the great love of the
Christ and waits patiently for his work for humanity to be
given him, yet he helps the world greatly by his love and
example. No longer does he eagerly run to and fro after
the latest popular teacher .or to investigate the latest psychic
phenomena; for he has found his spiritual home, where he
finds the Christ and sits at meat with His disciples. This
phrase “sits at meat” may puzzle some, especially used as it
is here in connection with the spiritual home which each
Soul will some day find. But it is correct so to use it, for
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the Christ here spoken of is the universal cosmic Sun (life)
Principle which is the spiritual life of and must feed each
and every Soul. It refers to that mystical food of which
Jesus spake when He said: “I have meat to eat that ye
know not of.” This “spiritual meat,” this feeding in the
heart or real assimilation of spiritual truth can only be fully
accomplished when the pupil sits down at the table which is
spread by the teachings which satisfy most completely his
intellect and feed most satisfyingly his heart hunger and thus
promote his spiritual growth, even as well assimilated phys-
ical food will promote the harmonious growth of both body
and mind in proportion to its nourishing power and the pleas-
ure and contentment its eating brings.

As with physical food, so with spiritual. Not only must
the food be wholesome in itself, but it must be prepared and
presented in a way that will appeal to the taste and satisfy
the appetite. Similarly the spiritual food for each must be
presented in the various ways that will appeal to each. The
old adage, “God sent food, but the devil sent cooks,” has its
application here. For while all spiritual food comes from
on high, yet unenlightened man, in his own limited intel-
lectual conceptions, often distorts or disguises the truth until
it is like badly cooked food, acceptable only to an undevel-
oped, unsensitive or perverted palate. Hence, intellectual
development, study and discrimination are necessary before
one is fitted to prepare spiritual food. For, as in the miracle
of the loaves and fishes, it is always the Christ who blesses
and breaks the bread and gives it to His disciples, who in
turn transmit it to the multitude.

Therefore each should seek until he finds a table spread
whose spiritual food is appetizing to him, nourishing and
easily assimilated by him. And once having found it he can
rest on the bosom of the Christ and give all his allegiance,
love and devotion to the avenue through which he is fed, as

1] Corinthians, x, 3.
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he gladly pours forth all the worldly help which the Great
Law enables him to give. Such an avenue of teaching is
his Soul’s resting place, a spiritual home in very truth. And
its welfare and growth, enabling it to extend its food to
the many other hungry hearts, is his dearest wish; some-
thing to be held ever in mind, to be prayed for, to be worked
for and to be sacrificed for.

Thus is it found with those who at this stage are brought
by the Great Law into touch with The Order of Christian
Mystics, after having searched in the wilderness among all
other teachings. Those who truly belong to it, whose enlight-
ened intellect and quickened heart have enabled them really
to grasp its Teachings and to correlate with the great cur-
rents of force back of them, are contented to rest in it, for
in it they have found and recognized a manifestation of the
Christ and know it to be their spiritual home, hence feel no
inclination to seek elsewhere. But there are many cthers
who come to these Teachings, as they do to many others,
seeking for just the expression of spiritual truth and the
currents of force to which their stage of unfoldment will
enable them to respond. These may stay with us a shorter
or longer time and then find their home elsewhere. Many,
on the other hand, after going forth again into the intel-
lectual wilderness, return and find rest and satisfaction. But
all are welcomed as honored guests, and such as do not
become “Children of the Household” are cheered on their
way when they depart with a blessing and a hearty “God-
speed” and a sincere hope that they may soon find the Christ
manifesting in some other spiritual home so that they may
rest on His bosom and go no more out.

The second John does not make a great stir in the world.
He is not a great teacher or preacher. He dces not go out
and cry unto the people so that they flock to him in great
numbers out of curiosity, either as to his peculiar manner of
life and dress or as to his teachings. He simply rests on
the bosom of the Christ and solves the problems of life
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through the mystic power of the Christ which he finds in
his heart. He blesses the world silently and hence is often
misunderstood and persecuted; for the world cannot under-
stand or accept him. Yet his own heart is always cheered
because he is resting in the absolute knowledge that he has
found the Christ and has imbibed the force of the heart
while resting on His bosom. This is the end, we might say,
of the second John; the end of the second decanate of
Agquarius, which is ruled by Mercury, the great intellectual
planet, yet the one which is so variable and so little under-
stood by the world,

But there comes a day in the life of every true disciple
when, after the dominance of the intellect has given way to
the illumination of the intuition, through the power of the
Christ with whom he has dwelt in so intimate a relationship,
he feels impelled to call upon the intellect which has now
been illumined by the Divine Light, and use it to reveal to
man that which is to be. He has heard the Voice cry from
out the Silence: “It is not well; thou hast reaped, now thou
must sow.” This is the third and last John, the Revelator.
The last decanate of Aquarius is ruled by Venus or the
power of Divine Love. Through his realization of Divine
Love John has gained another crown. He has learned to
love the world of humanity and labor for it. Through the
persecutions he has passed he has penetrated into the very
heart of life and has seen the possibilities and needs of man-
kind. Having entered into the oneness and drawn down the
glory of the Shekina he is crowned with glory unspeakable.
The intellectual brilliancy of the first John and the heart
warmth of the second are swallowed up in the spiritual radi-
ance of the third John in which all are melted, blended
together and sublimed. But this cannot be expressed in
words; it must be realized. For to John the Revelator all
worlds are one, and as he lives therein he becomes the Revela-
tor of the Divine to man. He has not only entered into the
Spirit on the Lord’s day, but he has heard the Voice and has
turned and glimpsed the glory of the Ancient of Days. He
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has heard the thunders of the Seven Churches and has held
in his right hand the powers of the Christ. The Mount upon
which he stands is the Mount of Transfiguration. He is still
man, but he has become more than man, a true Aquarian.



CHAPTER XI1I
CHILDREN OF THE HOUSEHOLD

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.”—St. Matthew, vii, 7
“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but
fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God.”—
Ephesians, ii, 19.
PRAYER FOR DEMONSTRATION
I am a child of the Living God.
I have within me the all-creating power of the Christ.
It radiates from me and blesses all I contact.
It is my Health, my Strength, my Courage.
My Patience, my Peace, my Poise.
My Power, my Wisdom, my Understanding.
My Joy, my Inspiration, and my Abundant Supply.
Unto this great Power I entrust all my problems,
Knowing they will be solved in Love and Justice.

(Here mention all financial and physical problems pertaining to
your outer life, environment and worldly affairs’ with which you
desire guidance and help, that they may work out in the way that
shall be best for you. Meditate a moment on each until visualized,
then conclude with the following words) :

O Lord Christ! I have laid upon Thine altar all my wants
and desires. I know Thy love, Thy wisdom, Thy power and Thy
graciousness. In Thee I peacefully rest, knowing that all is well.
Not my will but Thine be done. -

How familiar to our ears are the numerous texts pertain-
ing to the efficacy of prayer! Yet many, many Souls in
these dark days seem to be losing much if not all faith in
prayer as an actual and compelling power. Many, as they
look around the world today, realize that we are living in
the last days of the old dispensation, hence are tempted to
ask with Jesus, “Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth ?'’?

To some this chapter may seem too simple and obvious,
"1 For spiritual unfoldment use the Prayer for Light. For healing, harmony,

comfort, etc., use the Healing Prayer, for protection the Protecting Invocation,
etc. See Appendix.

2 St. Luke, xviii, 8. 147
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especially to those who have grown tired of the faith that
looks for positive answer to prayer and who have turned
their backs upon what seems to them but a mere ceremony
belonging to the old garment of religious thought they have
thrown aside as impractical. Nevertheless, we ask all to
have patience, for even those who have turned away because
they did not understand the Law, yet who feel within them
the cry of the Soul for some definite comfort from on high;
whose hands still reach out gropingly in the intellectual con-
fusion and spiritual darkness of this age for some strong,
powerful hand to which they may hold fast, need just the
understanding and help which this chapter endeavors to
bring.

On the other hand, many earnest and devoted students
have a faith of a sort, yet do not know how to ask aright.
And since this Prayer for Demonstration has been given us
in answer to the above need, the following analysis and in-
struction as to its use is now given out to all.

“I am a child of the Living God.”

This is not a mere assertion without any foundation in
sober fact, neither is it a mere affirmation of something we
would like to see manifested in reality, yet which we have to
question and qualify in our minds as we say it. It is a plain
statement of fact. All humanity are children of the Living
God in the wider sense, but as used in this prayer the thought
to be held is that the Children of God who really enjoy the
advantages of childship are those who definitely recognize
their relationship to the Father. We realize that the Father
we address is not the incomprehensible Absolute, so sepa-
rated - from His children and so lacking in sympathy with
the frailties of humanity as to be approachable only in fear
and trembling. We understand that the Living God has sent
forth not only His “only begotten Son,” but has also en-
shrined in each human heart a direct Ray of Himself, which
we call our personal Father-in-Heaven, our Higher Self, our
Real Self. Similarly, the physical Sun embodies a vital por-
tion of itself in every seed without which the seed could not
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germinate and unfold, no matter how much earth, air and
water were supplied. In this sense every plant that grows
is a child of the Sun.

We realize that our Divine Self is a part of the Living
God as a drop is a part of the ocean or as a ray of sunshine
is a part of the Sun, containing all its potencies. This Divine
Being, because truly our Father, knows and understands even
our personal and physical needs, and tecause a Ray from
the Living God, can flash our petition to the very Fount of
all Outpouring, even as pushing an electric button can bring
back from the central power station a force which shall
perform our most trivial household tasks. Also, since this
Ray of God came to Earth to complete the Cycle of Mani-
festation of the Divine within, it cannot accomplish its
mission until we, its earthly embodiment, have been so puri-
fied and developed as to manifest its perfection.

Those who grasp this idea as a vital realization of the
immanence of the God within, step out from the mass of
mankind and enter the spiritual Household. They recognize
that the Lord God or the Law of Good is the vital force of
that Divine Love which brought forth the manifested uni-
verse in consecutive order, from the Absolute to man, with-
out a missing link, and which implanted within us that mani-
festation of the Divine which pushes us on and on into ever
greater stages of unfoldment and expression of the Divine
in us.

While exoterically there 1s a crude manifestation of child-
ship in all, esoterically the true Children of the Household
are those who choose to dwell in the Household and submit
themselves to its laws, because they have taken the trouble
to study them instead of merely following a set form of
words (prayers) which have little meaning, but which they
must accept and believe or be cast out.

“I have within me the all-creating power of the Christ,

It radiates from me and blesses all I contact.”

Once we have recognized our. relationship to tke Divine

and our position in the Household, we will understand its
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intimate and necessary provisions for our personal com-
fort and spiritual maintenance. Then we gain the ability to
manifest that power which is the only begotten of the Father-
Mother, the Christ-power. It flows through our veins and
manifests as a vital factor in our lives, as the knowledge of
his family blood courses through the veins of an aristocrat.
Yet only through practice in expressing its characteristics in
the daily life can we prove our childship. Altho it is the
heritage of every child of God, in the majority it lies dor-
mant because no attempt is made to develop and express it.
If we are consciously striving to let it shine through us, 4. e.,
dwelling in its Light and meditating on it in our hearts, it
cannot help radiating from us and blessing all we contact. -

“It is my health.”

By claiming our childship we become obligated to strive
for the expression of the ideals of the Household, one of
. which is health. If, however, we put health first and demand
it of our Father before all else, we may receive it to the
exclusion of the gifts of the Spirit. On the other hand, if
through our spiritual advance our bodies become more sens-
itive to small imperfections and inharmonies which would
not affect one who was less advanced, hence make us react
more easily to inharmony of body or mind, we must recog-
nize that the key-note of the Household is harmony and that
this is brought about and maintained by the adjustment of all
inharmonies, through the all-creating power of the Christ.
While the observance of the well-known laws of bodily health
is an important factor in maintaining this harmony, the Chil-
‘dren of the Household should have some instruction as to
the inharmonies that arise even when all the physical laws
have been obeyed to the letter. Hence this chapter.

Bodily Health. Bodily health is but the ultimate expres-
sion of a harmony manifesting in the inner bodies and ex-
pressing on the physical plane, according to the degree of its
attainment, even tho the unfoldment of the higher spiritual
faculties is but slight.
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Since it is an anatomical fact that the cells of our body
are continually dividing and multiplying, each new born cell
bearing the imprint or characteristic vibration of our state
of mind at the time of its birth, perfect health can be greatly
facilitated and ultimately attained by our deliberate recog-
nition of this fact and a conscious impressing of a mental
plcture of the perfection of the Christ upon each new cell
as it is born. To accomplish this, each morning on waking,
give thanks for the watchful care of the Divine Mother who
has been helping us to imprint the image of perfection upon
each new cell during the night. Also the last thing before
dropping asleep ask that the great stream of Divine Life (the
Christ-force) may flow unimpeded and uninterrupted through
the body and brmg each cell to the perfection of its mani-
festation.

If atoms and cells which cannot vibrate to the new key-
note which we have sounded in our life have to be thrown
off through cataclysms of illness, do not try to hold on to
_ the old atoms. Let them'go, but hold strongly the idea of
building into their place finer and more perfect atoms and
cells, which will respond to our new key-note. Hold the
thought, however, that this change and rebuilding shall be
gradual so that great masses of atoms and cells will not be
eliminated at one time, but gradually, thus making cata-
clysms of illness unnecessary. But if illness does come,
always regard it as a cleansing and rebuilding process, and
take every means and form of treatment that will help Nature
make the readjustment quickly and thoroughly.

Mental Health. 'This is the result of right thinking.
Therefore we must learn so to order our thoughts that they
shall be constructive and helpful. We must also study the
laws of mind® so that we may work in harmony with them
and not waste our mental forces in vain imaginings or frit-
ter them away in worry, etc. We aid the manifestation of
our mental health (harmony) by learning to think sanely on

¢ See Chapter xiv.
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all spiritual as well as physical questions; not to be fasci-
nated or carried away by half-truths or by teachings whose
logical basis is indefinite or not clear, but to turn each ques-
tion over and look at it from all sides. We must train our
mind to work in harmony with our ideals and principles of
life, and it will then radiate harmony and health.

It is often ignorantly said that all ills of the body are
caused by the mind. This, of course, is obviously untrue,
for all physical injuries, external poisonings, psychic dis-
orders and disorders resulting from improper diet are not
caused by the mind; they come from without. But all the
sensations of illness are experienced through the reaction of
the mind to the inharmonious cause of the sensations.

Psychic Health. In some schools of thought it is taught
that to develop the higher spiritual and psychic powers one
must be separated from all contact with humanity. The rea-
son they give is that the higher development can be attained
only when the body has become so depleted, anemic and neg-
ative that it is almost defenseless against the magnetism,
psychic influences and miasmic thought-forces of the com-
mon herd. To such an extreme do some carry this idea that
we find them wearing gloves when obliged to associate with
their fellows, lest by touching one of their lesset developed
brothers or sisters they might be contaminated by a lower
animal magnetism! Since this is not the teaching of The
Order of Christian Mystics we wish to go into the matter
somewhat fully, that we may make clear our fundamental
teachings on this subject.

The physical body, when dense and heavy, and ere the
development of the higher faculties is begun, is indeed a
protection against those astral influences which envelop the
Earth as with a mantle of fog and which contain many
kinds of semi-material forms of life which perpetually seek
to contact mortals, since their great desire is to manifest in
the material world.

As we advance spiritually we naturally etherealize and
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sensitize our bodies; for altho to mortal eyes no difference
can be observed, yet as we allow the inner spiritual body
to unfold within us it must penetrate to the outermost
atom of the physical body. Hence the physical body gradu-
ally becomes no longer a thick, dense shell, which of itself
is an automatic protection from both physical diseases and
astral influences. But instead of teaching that at this stage
we must withdraw from all human contact and immure our-
selves in forest, jungle, convent or monastery, this Order
teaches that as the body grows more and more sensitive and
less and less a natural barrier to finer forces of all kinds, the
sensitive must dwell apart not in body, but in mind and in
his response and reaction to undesirable influences. He
must build up within him a vital thought-form and ideal of
the spiritual Household in which he dwells, and of the
mighty protective power of the indwelling and radiating
Christ Principle. The Bible tells us truly that this Christ-
force is a consuming fire, but the disciple can dwell in this
fiery furnace, as did the three prophets, Meshach, Shadrach
and Abednego, when the Christ walks with him.

Primitive man gathered clay and from it made a crude
form of pottery. It was coarse, thick and heavy, and if it
was to contain water or resist the forces of the elements,
he made it still thicker. More developed man also gathered
clay and made pottery, but he found out how to make it
thin and transparent and beautiful. To strengthen and pro-
tect it he covered it with a glaze and subjected it to an
intense heat, which made it more enduring and more imper-
vious to water and the elements than the much thicker, crude
pottery. It is a somewhat similar protecting glaze which the
buddhic fire of the Christ-force, burning steadily within,
forms around the bodies of the Children of the Household,
the Ring Pass Not, which enables their bodies to become as
delicate and transparent as a piece of the finest Sevres por-
celain, yet more enduring, protective and impervious than
the more dense bodies of the undeveloped. Only to such
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does the promise apply: ‘“There shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling (body)
. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the
young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet.
Because he hath set his love upon me therefore will I deliver
him,”¢

The realization of our spiritual oneness, the attainment-
of merital balance and the manifestation of the Christ-force
will give us power in the astral body or body of sensation
which stands as the middle point upon which our health is
focalized ; for above it is the spiritual perception and mental
realization, while below it is the physical body and the activi-
ties of the outer life. The astral body expresses health or
ill health according as it responds to the combined influences
from above and below. Most diseases focalize in our sen-
sations. We may suffer a serious bodily mishap, but if there
were no sensation we would make little of it. We may re-
ceive a great mental shock, but if it brings little suffering
(sensation), we soon recover. We may be spiritually blind,
but if it brings us no suffering we are scarcely aware of it.

If the sensitive Children of the Household would have
perfect health, they must begin to radiate the buddhic Fire
of Divine Love; to let the Christ-force dominate the body
of sensation ; must begin to sense this Divine Fire as a great
current of Life thrilling them with a great vibration of Love,
coming in through the heart and radiating to the centers of
the astral body and flowing up into the mind and Spirit and
down into the physical body.

But in striving to cultivate this Love, care must be taken
that the sensations of mere physical attraction or magnetism
shall not be cultivated under the false name of love. The
Love we refer to is a realization of impersonal and all-
embracing Divine Love, the purest, most godlike and holy
vibration to which the Soul of man can respond. It com-
pares with pure, human love only in its great longing for one-

¢ Psalms, xci, 10-14.
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ness with its Source. To give rein to physical attraction
under the mistaken idea that it may awaken the higher Laqve
is a most dangerous and pernicious teaching, much more
likely to give rise to lust, a fire of the nether world which
attracts to the astral body terrible diseases from the astral
world.®

Whenever contact with astral conditions brings an astral
chill® or a feeling as tho a cold wind were blowing over
one, if it is allowed to continue its manifestation, some form
of illness is apt to follow. This often takes the form of
disturbances around the heart or solar plexus, such as pal-
pitation, suffocation, nausea or abdominal pain, or excessive
eructations of gas, due to a poisoning of the astral body. On
such occasions we should not try to personalize the force
and think that some enemy or inharmonious person is send-
ing us an evil force which upsets us, for usually this is not
the case. We have simply allowed ourselves to respond to
a low astral force of some kind. To dispel it we should use

The Protecting Invocation® and concentrate on the thought -

of the Fire of Divine Love blazing steadily within us, warm-
ing, vitalizing and protecting us. In using The Protecting
Invocation, the pupil must be fully aware that he is touch-
ing a tremendous dynamic force. Hence only as we recog-

nize that the Ring of Fire is the very heart of creative sub-.

stance which can create, preserve or destroy with equal force,
is it safe to use it. Remembering this, we must maintain
the reverent attitude of mind that is willing to take the con-
sequences, 4. ¢., that we hold a Love so holy that it will create
in us a closer, more intimate and sensitive oneness with
Divine Fire; that it will preserve in us this sensitiveness and
destroy or take from us all that in us may impede our growth
in godliness. Therefore, we must repeat this prayer rever-
ently, knowing that carelessness may be disastrous. Never
repeat it unthinkingly or carelessly.

The astral body is the sensitive plate which records our ex-

8 See Realms of the Living Dead, Curtiss, 89-229,
¢ See Appendix.
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periences, and if it has responded to many sensations it has
become so sensitized that it can easily respond to new impres-
sions, not only from the outer world, but also from the
astral and mental worlds as well. Those who are not striving
to master sensation and gain poise and balance, often live
more in the world of sensation than in the physical worla.
To such sensation is life, and so they give way to it. But
only when they have gained the victory over sensation and
taught the mind to control it by controlling its reactions to
sensation, only then can they expect to manifest perfect
health.

Life and evolution depend upon sensation for their expres-
sion, and sensation results in experience. Hence age is
marked by acquisition of experience, not by the mere lapse
of time. The Soul that has responded to the most sensa-
tions has experienced most. But we truly experience only
the things we really feel. Thousands of things around us
pass us by and make no impression, hence they bring us no
experience. The plate upon which their vibrations fell was
not sensitive or responsive to them. That which makes a
Soul young in spiritual unfoldment is that the personality
is not sensitized enough for higher events and finer forces
to make much impression upon it, hence altho not lacking
experiences it is lacking in experience.

This matter of response and reaction to sensation is a vital
problem to advanced students who desire to become Chil-
dren of the Household. Many suffer in this life because in
past ages they gained terrible experiences through suff<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>