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SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED

WHAT (IS THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION?

It 18 the national organization of the medical profession and is made up of
the combined membership of the various state medical associations, which, in
turn, are made up of local (district or county) medical societies. More than
88,000 physicians are members of the American Medical Assoclation, among
them being the leading members of the medical profession of the country.
Of these members, more than 53,000 are Fellows, 1. e., members who have
associated themselves to form the Scientific Assembliy.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE THINGS THE AMERICAN MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION 1S DOING?

It publishes, weekly, The Journal of the American Medical Association, the
leading medical journal of the United States, having a circulation (averaging
ovexidso,ooo weekly) far exceeding that of any other medical jovrnal in the
world.

It maintalns a:

Chemical Laboratory.—This makes original investigations of a purely sclen-
tific nature and aiso analyzes nostrums of various ds.

Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry.—This Investigates and passes on
medicines used by physiclans. .

Council on Medical Education and Hospitals.—This (a) conducts a clearing
house for information regarding medical colleges, medical and premedical
education and licensure and hospitals; (b) Inspects and classifies medical
colleges and investigates hospitals, and (c) publishes annual statistics on these
subjects and Issues pamphiets for the information of physicians, prospective
medical students and others interested.

It publishes:

Hygeia: A Journal of Individual and Community Health.—This 1s a
monthly magazine which interprets to the public the facts regarding scientific
medicine. It describes In every-day language the progress of medical science
and disseminates real, usable Information concerning the preservation of
health, In addition to editorials and comments concerning health and disease
it publishes original contributions from scientists who can write and from
writers who know sclence.

WHAT 1S THE PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENT?

The ‘““Propaganda for Reform’’ is ome of the departments of The Journal.
It has for its primary object the dissemination of information on the mostrum
evii, quackery and ailied subjects. It has become a clearing house for infor-
mation on the subjects with which it deals. Federal and state health officials.
municipal health departments, teachers In schools and colleges, editors of
magazines and newspapers, health officlals in various parts of the world refer
inquiries to the Propaganda Department for Information on medical frauds
of all kinds.

Information Collected—Through: (a) Original Investigation supplemented,
when necessary, by analytical work done in the Chemical Laboratory of the
American Medical Assoclation; (b) Data recelved from state and municipal
boards of health and federal reports; (c) Information published in tech-
nical and lay journals, both domestic and foreign; (d) Reports of special
commissions,

Information Disseminated—Through: (a) The Propaganda Department of
The Journal; (b) Letters In answer to Inquiries; (c) Matter published in
books and pamphlets; (d) Educational placards, and (e) Public lectures,
illustrated with lantern slides.

Many newspapers and magazines call on the Propaganda Department for
information regarding the advertising of products that come under the pur-
view of the Propaganda Department. The Assoclated Advertising Clubs of
the World, through its National Vigilance Committee, keeps in touch with
the Propaganda Department.

Large business organizations, having departments for looking after the
health and safety of their employees, call on the Propaganda Department for
information regarding medical devices and products that may be offered to
their workers. These organizations have also purchased, for the use of their
employees, large quantities of the book ‘“Nostrums and Quackery” and of the
pamphlets on the nosirum evii.

The Functions of the Propaganda Department Are
Wholly Educational in Character — Not Punitive

N
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SOME QUASI MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS

THE ALLIED MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS OF AMERICA

1t was once said, in the days when diploma mills flourished, that it seemed
easier to start a “university” than it was to open a grog shop. A study of
quasimedical organizations convinces one that it is easier to found a “medical
society” than it is to establish a peanut stand. Most reputable practitioners
of medicine who care to affiliate themselves with medical organizations are
members of the American Medical Association, its component societies, or
similar scientific bodies. It is not surprising then, that those who live and
move in the twilight zone of professionalism, from visionaries riding bizarre
medical hobbies to those who have special interests to exploit, should create
and make use of hybrid medical organizations. Such organizations multiply
as rapidly as rabbits. They flourish for a while, obtain more or less news-
paper and other publicity—usually more, because of the sensational methods
of those controlling them—then, having served the purpose oif those who
brought them into being, they lapse into innocuous desuetude,

The official accouchement of the Allied Medical Associations of America
occurred, according to that organization’s report, May 18, 1918, On the official
stationery of the Allied Medical Associations of America in use in May, 1919,
we find the names of the “Officers,” “Censors,” etc. These constitute, pre-
sumably, the more prominent members of this organization. We give briefly,

some data regarding some of these so that a rational perspective may be
obtained :

L. M. Orrory, M.D.,, St. Louis, Mo.—Dr, Ottofy seems to have been the
chief organizer, if not, indeed, the founder. He has been its “Secretary-
Treasurer” since its inception; he is also “editor” of its journal. Ottofy,
according to our records, was born in 1865 at Budapest, Hungary, and was
graduated in 1888 by the Homeopathic Medical College of Missouri. In
Polk’s Medical Directories for 1914 and 1917, Ottofy has those extended notices
which any physician can obtain who cares to pay for them. According to these
notices, Ottofy is, or has been, affiliated with the following “societies”:

President of the International Cancer Research Society.

Ex-President of the St. Louis Society of Medical Research.

Second Vice President of the Missouri Institute of Homeopathy, )
General Secretary of the American Association of Progressive Medicine.
Chairman of the Board of Censors of the Missouri Institute of Homeopathy.
Member of the American Institute of Homeopathy.

Member of the Southern Homeopathic Association.

Member of the American Association of Orificial Surgeons.

Member of the Southern Homeopathic Medical Society.

Member of the Kansas City Society of Medical Research.

Honorary member of the Chicago Society of Medical Research.

In December, 1911, numerous newspaper clippings show that Dr. Ottofy was
. obtaining much publicity relative to his antivaccination activities. At that
time the papers reported that Ottofy was suing the St. Louis Board of Educa-
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tion for $25,000 damages, because the board would not admit to the schools of
the city a child he had “internally” vaccinated. In November, 1913, the St.
Louis Republic reported that Ottofy had claimed to have discovered a serum
for the cure of cancer, and quoted Ottofy as claiming “a record of 72 per cent.
of cures” in “selected cases.” In February, 1914, the newspapers reported that
Ottofy was making a trip east “on the trail of radium for use in his practice
in the cure of cancer” and quoted him as stating, “I have learned on good
authority that there is radium in Missouri, and just where I refuse to divulge
at this time.”” In January, 1915, the St: Louis Republic reported that Ottofy,
at a meeting of the “St. Louis Society of Medical Research,” had announced
that he had perfected a serum treatment for cancer, which “is curing patients
who have been pronounced incurable by so-called ‘cancer experts’” In
January, 1916, the St. Louis Star reported that Ottofy had sought an injunction
against the Board of Education of St. Louis to restrain it from using its funds
for “the maintenance of a Board of Hygiene.” In July, 1916, St. Louis papers
recorded that Ottofy, who was then running for coroner, had been cited to
appear before the prosecuting attorney to explain a charge of passing out, at
a political meeting, a card alleged to have borne an indecent drawing of Presi-
dent Wilson. The prosecuting attorney was said to have instructed Ottofy
to bring the plates from which the cards were printed to his office. Two days
later the papers stated that Ottofy had sent the cards and plates by messenger
to the prosecuting attorney’s office.

N. LA Dorr Jounson, M.D., Chicago—Dr. Johnson’s name appears as the
“First Vice-President” of the Allied Medical Associations of America. A few
years ago, Dr. Johnson’s name also appeared as the “Dean of the Faculty” of
the “American Post Graduate School.” This “school” was a mail-order con-
cern which, according to the “Annual Announcement,” would grant diplomas
and confer degrees as follows: “Master of Surgery,” “Bachelor of Medicine,”
“Bachelor of Science,” “Master of Electro-Therapy,” “Doctor of Osteopathy,”
“Doctor of Psychology,” “Master of Massage,” etc.

H. M. Goeuring, D.O., M.D., Pittsburgh, Pa.—The “Second Vice-President,”
according to the letterheads of the “Association” carries the letters D.O., M.D.,
after his name. So far as our records show, and they are most complete and
based on official data, H. M. Goehring is an osteopath, but not a doctor of
medicine. N

A. E. ErLing, M.D., Milwaukee, Wis.—A. E. Erling, according to the sta-
tionery, is “Chairman” of “Censors.” Our records fail to show that Erling
ever graduated in medicine. The Health Department of Milwaukee, however,
says that Erling, when interviewed, claimed to have “a diploma from the Ger-
man Medical College of Chicago, but refused to show or present the same.”
The American Medical Directory has this item:

German Medical College, Chicago. Chartered Déc. 28, 1891, by Johann Malok.
Fraudulent. Extinct.

A few years ago Erling was in La Crosse, Wis.; and in 1908 a circular
letter bearing his name and picture was sent out from which the following
extracts are taken. Capitalization as in the original:

“Dear Friend:—Permit me to call your attention to the fact that Dr. A, E. Erling, the
eminent specialist, after many years of travel, practice and medical research, has given up his
extensive road practice and severed his connection with the several medical institutes which
have heretofore occupied considerable of his attention . . . Dr. Erling’s success in the
treatment of all cRrRONIC DiseAsks is truly remarkable. NERVOUSNEss, all BLOOD DISEASES,
RHEUMATISM, DISEASES PECULIAR TO WOMEN, CATARRH, DEAFNESS, CHRONIC CONSTIPATION
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. APPENDICITIS . . . PILES, STOMACH TROUBLES, PARTIAL PARALYSIS, etc., give way
as if by magic under his skillful method of treatment . . . Understand please, that Dr.

FErling DOES NOT ACCEPT A CASE FOR TREATMENT unless he can PROMISE A SPEEDY AND POSI-
TIVELY PERMANENT CURR.”

THE JourNaL also has in its files advertisements (vintage of 1915), from
some Wisconsin country newspapers, which notify the affiicted that “Drs.
Erling and Karass, the expert German Specialists,” could be seen in their
offices in the “Schlegel Hotel,” the “Schlitz Hotel,” etc., as the case might be.
Whether one of these “German Specialists” was Dr. Arnold E. Erling, THE
JourNAL does not know. Official medical records fail to show, at least, that
there is any other Erling in the state of Wisconsin.

W. W. Frirz, M.D., Philadelphia.—Another of the “Censors.” This pre-
sumably is W. Wallace Fritz, M.D,, D.D.S.,, N.D, D.O,, D.C.,, who was the
“Dean” of the “American College of Neuropathy,” and “Professor of Neurop-
athy” at the same institution. According to newspaper reports published when
the ‘““dean” ot the American College of Neuropathy was called into court to
testify regarding the ‘“school,” Fritz admitted that when he became dean of
this *“‘college,” the “college” had three students and thirty “Faculty Members"!
Fritz, it should be mentioned in passing, is a member of the Philadelphia
County Medical Society and by virtue of this membership he has qualified as
a Fellow of the American Medical Association! Recently Fritz’s name appeared
in connection with the formation of a new organization, founded, it appears,
for the laudable purpose of fighting the “Medical Trust.” Fritz, according to
the newspaper reports, is treasurer of this new organization, which has
adopted the inspiring title, “Constitutional Liberty League of America” and
seems to be a later edition of the mushroom “National League for Medical
Freedom.” Quoting from the newspaper report:

“Dr. W. Wallace Fritz, a member of the American Medical Association, created a profound
impression when he said that all health laws were written by agents of, or members of, the
American Medical Association. and that this organization was at once the most powerful
and the most haneful of all the American Trusts. Dr. Fritz then went on to say: ‘Most
of the drugs administered are worthless. Most of the doctors who prescribe them are
incompetent, but both the injurious drug and the ignorant prescriber are protected, in and
out of court, by the American Medical Association, which trust is now raising a vast fund
with which to drive all drugless healers out of the profession. Medicine is the camouflage
used to conceal the most alert, the most rapacious and the least patriotic of all the trusts

milking the American people. The tyranny of the Medical Trust is unbelievable. It is also
un-American.’ " :

The Philadelphia Sunday Transcript of May 4, 1919, had a five column
article under the name of W. Wallace Fritz. It is a most vituperative affair,
and reeks with fire and brimstone. It is directed chiefly against the American
Medical Association, and physicians are dubbed “Prescription Writing Drug
Peddlers Who Prosper Through Monopolistic Laws Rather than by the Prac-
tice of an Exact Science.” In the course of this diatribe we read:

“The members of the American Medical Association are manifesting an unwarranted
interest in the dear people, who, in their assumption, need quinin and mercurial guardian;
who under this class legislation confines us to this -monopoly of the big and little pill, is
trying by hook and crook to shut out the natural and rational methods of cure which are
driving the drug monopoly from the face of the earth. Diagnosis and consultatipn consist
in four or five medical doctors, whose faces denote death, sitting around a sick man and
guessing what ails him. After that has been performed they guess at what will cure him.
and that is generally a sure sign the undertaker will follow.”

y

- C. O. Linper, M.D,, Spokane, Wash.—This gentleman (another “Censor”),
seems to be an osteopath, who some years ago was “Assistant Secretary” of
the “Washington's Physicians’ Association,” founded apparently by rebels within
'\'the osteopathic ranks who denounced the Washington Osteopathic Association

\
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as a “professional trust”! Linder apparently claims graduation in 1905 from
the “Thompsonian Medical College” of Allentown, Pa. The following item
from the American Medical Directory regarding this school is of interest:

“Thompsonian Medical College, Allentown. Organized in 1904.
Fraudulent. No evidence to .show classes were ever held.”

A. H. FLower, M.D., Boston.—Still another “Censor.” Flower, according tc
the notice that appears in Polk’s Directory for 1917, claims graduation in 188§
from the “American Health College” of Cincinnati, and in 1894 from the
“American Health University” of Chicago. Quoting again from the American
Medical Directory, here is what we find regarding the former “college” :

“American Health College, Cincinnati. Organized in 1874 and
re-organized in 1876. Conducted by a Dr. Campbell who originated
and copyrighted the so-called ‘Vitapathic System.” Fraudulent.
Extinct about 1888.”

We have no record of an “American Health University” of Chicago, although
there was an “Illinois Health University” of Chicago, one of the numerous
diploma-mill swindles operated by Armstrong. It was declared fraudulent by
the federal authorities and its charter was revoked in 1897. Flower, according
to the notice in Polk’s Directory, is:

Ex-President Maine Eclectic Society.

Ex-President New England Eclectic Medical Association.
Member National Eclectic Medical Association.

Member American Progressive Medical Society.

Member Massacbusetts Eclectic Medical Society.

Z. L. Bavpwin, M.D., Kalamazoo, Mich.—Possibly the data just given con-
cerning some of those whose names appeared on the organization’s stationery
are more than sufficient for the average physician to get a perspective of the
Allied Medical Associations of America. Still, it is worth mentioning that in
a letter recently sent out, extending an invitation to the annual convention of
the Allied Medical Associations of America, there was incorporated a letter
which one of the members of the “association” had been sending out, urging
individuals to join. The member in question was Dr. Z. L. Baldwin of
Kalamazoo, Mich. Dr. Baldwin, as some of our readers may remember, is
the gentleman who, a few years ago, was exploiting an “Intravenous Treat--
ment” for the cure of tuberculosis. According to the claims made at that time:

“ . . for the first time in the history of medicine, we have a successful treatment
for tuberculosxs

“, . we are able to kill the germs of the disease in the body, thoroughly ridding it
of all tubercular infection, destroying the germ, and its poisons likewise.”

This was a few years ago. Whether Dr. Baldwin is still specializing in
consumption we do not know; apparently not, as we notice that at the frst
meeting of the Allied Medical Associations, Baldwin’s name was on the pro-
gram for the “Cure of Goiter by Adjustment of Lenses.”

GeorGe STARR WHITE, M.D., F.S.Sc.,, Lonp.,, Los Angeles, Calif—A letter
received by a physician a few days before the recent convention of the Allied
Medical Associations, held out as an inducement to be present the fact that
“Geo. S. White will show you how to diagnose disease by means of dif. colored
lights and the reaction of the body to the magnetic meridian.” Dr. George
Starr White was the “Second Vice-President” of the Allied Medical Associa-
tions in 1918. White, according to our records, was graduated in 1908 when he
was forty-two years old, by the New York Homeopathic Medical College and
Hospital. He was licensed in New York in 1908, in California, Connecticut
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annd Nevada in 1913, and in Michigan in 1916. He seems to have been one of
-hhe proponents of “spondylotherapy,” “zonetherapy,” etc., and in 1915 it was
announced that he would give one week courses in “Spondylotherapy” in
Chicago, Kansas City and Denver, respectively. In his advertisement he
emphasized that he was a Fellow of the American Medical Association, which,
while true at the time, is no longer true, as on Feb. 4, 1916, he was expelled
from membership in the Los Angeles County Medical Association. In May,
1915, White was arrested in Chicago and fined $100 and costs for practicing
medicine without a license. Dr. White's specialty seems to be what is
ponderously known as “Bio-Dynamo-Chromatic Diagnosis.” This has been
described by one of its enthusiastic adherents as “Diagnosis by Sympathetic
Vagal-Reflex.” - To obtain the “Sympathetic Vagal-Reflex” it: seems the
patient must face east or west and have his bare abdomen percussed until a
dull area is located. The patient is then faced north or south and again per-
cussed. Then, it seems, different colored lights are thrown on the patient, the
location of the areas of dulness being determined meanwhile. A combination
of ruby and blue lights “will cause a reflex in cases of gonorrhea,” a *green
light will cause a reflex in cases of liver or gallbladder trouble,” while the
color for carcinoma is orange red! During the height of the influenza epidemic
last winter, White seems to have put on the market “Valens Essential Oil
Tablets” which were for “Gripping the Flu out of Influenza,” and were also
said greatly to benefit or cure incipient tuberculosis, hay-fever, asthma, and
“catar.” The letters “F.S.Sc., Lond.” after Dr. White’s name look well.
sound well, and have an air of erudition and mystery that is well worth
what they cost. They mean “Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Science,
Letters and Arts of London, Ltd.” The “Fellowship” costs one guinea. Not
a few “patent medicine” exploiters in the United States carry these mystic
letters after their names. The society in question was a seriocomic concern
that was exposed by London Truth some years ago and was also dealt with
in THE JourNaL of May 29, 1909, in connection with the “Aicsol Consumption
Cure” exposé.

So much for the Allied Medical Associations of America. At their recent
meeting in New York City they got much newspaper publicity because of
their action on the prohibition question. According to the newspaper reports,
the organization adopted a resolution declaring that “properly brewed lager
beer is absolutely essential in the treatment of certain cases.” They were
further reported as endorsing the manufacture of light wines and of beer
containing not to exceed 2.75 per cent. alcohol. As a piece of publicity work
this resolution was all that its sponsors could expect. THE JourNaAL office
was flooded with telegrams and letters from physicians, temperance workers,
congressmen, church organizations, and others, asking, in effect, What is the
Allied Medical Associations of America? This is our apology for giving the
amount of space necessary to a proper understanding of this organization.
Today the rocket of the Allied Medical Associations of America is blazing a
more or less erratic course across the sky of publicity. The stick will be down
anon! Any resolution or expression of opinion by this organization, or -others
of its type, when dealing with the broader problems of public health, is wholly
without scientific significance, whether such resolutions are good, bad or
indifferent.—(From The Journal A. M. A., July 5, 1919.) .

“THE ALSAKER WAY”

+ During the past two or three years THE JoURNAL has received many inquiries
egarding one R. L. Alsaker, who issues a series of “Books That Teach The
Alsaker Way to Health and Efficiency.” Some of the more recent and typical
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inquiries follow. This from a physician in Pennsylvania who sent one of tl
Alsaker advertisements:

“Who is this ‘M.D.’? His book ‘Curing Diseases of Heart and Arteries’ has driven
woman I know to be organically sound, into a state of serious, almost grave invalidism.””

And a Nevada attorney:

“My wife has been reading ‘Curing Diseases of Heart and Arteries’ by Dr. R. L. Alsake
published by Frank E. Morrison, N. Y. She is so impressed with this book that she is di
posed to try to locate Dr. Alsaker and take treatment from him. She is troubled with
nervous affection of the heart. We would like to know something of Dr. Alsaker, and 'nav
been advised by Dr. —————— here to write you concerning him. We do not want to spen
any money on him, unless he is really a first class specialist in heart diseases.”

And this just received from a New York physician who sent with his lette
one of Alsaker’s advertisements on “High Blood Pressure—Hardened Arteries”

““The enclosed advertisement was taken from Harper's Magazine, 1 think for November
What can you tell me about this proposition? Will you kindly return the advertisement?’”

According to our records, Rasmus Larrsen Alsaker was born in 1883 in
Norway; was graduated by Bennett Medical College, Chicago, in 1910; received
licenses to practice in Illinois and Colorado in 1910 and in Missouri in 1915.

HowtoCu-reCata"h 1’ v ces S
;\; The Alsaker Way ,'

Greatly reduced reproductions of part of some typical Alsaker advertising.

After graduation he seems to have lived for two or three vears in Denver,
for a short time in Starbuck, Minn., and then to have moved to St. Louis, Mo.,
where he now is.

Alsaker’s books are at present being advertised by Lowrey-Marden Cor-
poration, 1133 Broadway, New York, although until comparatively recently,
they were advertised from the same address under the name of Frank E.
Morrison. Some years ago Alsaker advertised his books under his own name.
In 1917, when Alsaker was 34 years of age and had been out of medical college
barely 7 years, he was heralded in the advertisements as “an eminent authority”
who had *“put the net result of his many years of professional experience with
sick people into his writings.”

During the influenza epidemic public fear was capitalized in an attempt to
sell the book: "The Alsaker Way to Prevent and Cure Influenza, Catarrh,
Pneumonia, and Other Troubles of the Nose, Throat, Lungs, Etc.” The
public was reminded of the “terror that spread over this country during the
‘Flv’ epidemic when human lives—young and old—were being slaughtered in
appalling numbers, and medical science was powerless to control it.” The
public was told, too, that “medical science predicts that this horrible destroye
of life is coming back again to work still more frightful havoc.” All thi
leading up to this statement:

“There is a skilled physician in one of our largest cities who successfully treated hundreds ¥
of cases during the epidemic. All who followed the doctor’'s advice got well.
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““In addition, he advised thousands of men and women in scores of other towns and
'ies of the country—HOW TO PROTECT THEMSELVES—~-and actually DEFY THE EPIDEMIC. (These
cts can be verified by any genuinely interested inquirer.)

‘“This skilled physician—R. L. Alasker, M.D.—has put his expert knowledge at every-
>dy’s disposal in a printed form which explains in the simplest and plainest English all
hout the cause, the prevention and the curk of Colds and Influenza, Pneumonia, Catarrh (all
>rms, chronic and acute) and all kinds of lung, chest, throat, nose, stomach and intestinal
roubles which make ourselves and our loved ones easy victims of these dread diseases.”

Alsaker’s book “Curing Diseases of the Heart and Arteries” seems to be
he one that is being pushed at present. The first part of this book contains
ertain elementary facts of physiology and hygiene, obvious to the point of
banality, and such as could be found in the ordinary common-school textbooks
on such subjects. The therapeutic phases of the subject are so treated that
the average reader might well reach the conclusion that all other physicians,
except Alsaker, are either fools or rogues, and that from Alsaker alone flows

the only pure, unadulterated, 100 per cent. medical knowledge., For instance:

“I have seen many cases of heart disease where physicians had passed sentence of speedy
death; but when these individuals ceased taking drugs and learned how to give themselves

correct care they improved vastly and most of them were able to lead comfortable useful lives.”
(Page 14.)

“The fact that an individual has undergone much ‘medical’ treatment without benefit is
no proof that a disease is incurable.” (Page 16.)

“The ordinary treatment is a generous diet of liquid food, and various drugs are used to
stimulate thc heart. The most popular drug is digitalis. Rest in bed is prescribed. The rest

is correct treatment, but the medicating and generous feeding are mistakes, as we shall see
when we take up the treatment.” (Page 39.)

“The usual treatment is liquid food, heart stimulants and rest in bed. The rest is the
only correct part of the treatment.” (Page 42.)

“In discussing the causation of heart troubles, other diseases have been given as causative
factors. This is the usual medical way, but it is not correct. It is convenient.”” (Page 69.)

“To show what correct treatment will do, after medical treatment has failed, I shall tell
you about a few cases taken from my own practice, . . .” (Page 73.)

The book details a number of “clinical cases” purporting to show the
remarkable results produced by Alsaker where other physicians had failed.

Where suggestions are made as to diet, the reader is referred to another one of
Alsaker’s books. Thus:

“It is very important to cook and dress the foods correctly. This subject would in itself
require about 50 pages of space, so it can not be given in this volume. You will find it
detailed in chapters 8, 9 and 10 of ‘Eating for Health and Efficiency.’”

And this:

“All foods are to be simply cooked and dressed as directed in my book on ‘Eating for
Health and Efficiency.” "’

More than thirty pages are given to the “treatment of heart disease.” One
would suppose that even the intelligent layman would realize that there is
no justification for leading the public to believe that diseases of the heart
and arteries can be self-diagnosed and self-treated. Alsaker’s book on this
subject may be counted on to have one very definite effect on the person who
accepts its teaching. It may ‘lead any patient, who because of an impaired
circulatory system is under the care of a physician, to abandon such rational
means as the physician might recommend and attempt self-treatment “The

Isaker Way.” :

Alsaker and others in similar business are exponents of the new near-

ackery which is proving such a gold mine for those who practice it and

r the magazines and newspapers which furnish the point of contact. The
theories put forth by men of this type usually consist of 5 per cent. banalities
of elementary science and 95 per cent. pseudo-scientific buncombe.

!

The occa-
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sional rational—and obvious—thing that men of this type propound mislea

1
ad

intelligent people into accepting ridiculous and commercialized theories.—(Fro grec

The Journal A. M. A., Dec. 10, 1921.)

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF MECHANO-THERAPY

In the realm of the new “drugless” quackery probably no field has ber
more thoroughly worked than that of “manipulation.” The absence of law:s
in many states and the inadequacy of such laws as do exist make the “treat-
ment” of disease by mechanical means a veritable gold mine for the unscr
pulous and incompetent. The rise of osteopathy and its latest freak offshoot—
chiropractic—is but one illustration of what has been done in the way i
commercializing manual manipulation as a therapeutic agent.

In his “Great American Fraud” series Samuel Hopkins Adams call atten-
tion to the absurdity of the proposition put forward by numerous quacks that
it is possible to treat diseases by correspondence. As Mr. Adams says, it is
“like mending chimneys by mail.” On a par with this is the teaching of
“manual manipulation” by correspondence. This
4 feat is accomplished (?) by an institution call-

F ing itself the “American College of Mechano-
An iiec r"c \ Therapy” having its headquarters in Chicago.

Bsﬂ Froe 30) The advertisements of this concern put the
8- < i b “science of mechano-therapy” as taught by it on

=

inst
)
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cation To |w . 2 :
St }:,“,f,&?"m-,h::‘a_“ i 1 a frankly commercial basis. The important and

They WEl Sond Ton Absalniely Fyes One |17 much-emphasized point is that by studying
Yo Nemin® : mechano-therapy you can “earn from $3,000 to
$5,000 a year.”

WHAT IS A “MECHANO-THERAPY'?

The individual who, attracted by this get-rich-
quick proposition, is anxious to learn something
about the general principles of the cult, is told:

“His [the mechano-therapist’'s] medicines . . are
not drugs bhut scientific (01‘[1])!::31[0(15 of food, ctrcumstancc,
idea, water and motion.’

_nh'“w,:‘:,ur- = After mentally digesting this somewhat

n e abstruse proposition, descriptive of the funda-
mental principles of mechano-therapy, the reader
learns further that:

“His instruments are not knives and saws, but his own
deft hands and the vital processes of the body itself, the
circulation, respiration, secretion, etc.,, which he manipu-
lates as he sees fit and his judgment dictates.”

In other words the graduate of the American
College of Mechano-Therapy “manipulates as
3 { sees fit” his patient’s “secretion” by “scienti
This was one of the advertise- 5 P & .
ments of the “Physicians’ Insti- combinations of food, circumstance, idea, wat
tute.””  The address given and motion.” It would surely be hard to fu
(“Unity Building”) was at 79 =, 1,45re meaningless jargon of words outside o

Dearborn Street, where the bust- gl .
developing concern has its offices. Mrs. Eddy's “Science and Health.

» Google




9

The dean of this “college’™ is W. C. Schulze, M.D., who, we are told, “has
ad a thorough European training, and so combines all the learning of the
r-eat schools of the world.” [Italics ours,—Eb.] The subjects taught at this
astitution of learning are, according to the catalogue, the following:

““Anatomy, Physiology, Diagnosis, Hygiene, Dietetics, Hydrotherapy, Manual Manipulations,

ywedish Movements, Vibration, Oscillation, Mechanics (curvature), Suggestive Therapeutics
. . Ethics, Establishment, Promotion and Business Methods.”

In addition to these numerous subjects, “Osteopathy” is thrown in for
>ood measure; and all this is taught by correspondence! Apparently there
is no limit to human credulity when cupidity beckons. In referring to the
time required to complete the “course” and thus receive the diploma, which is
““handsomely executed on art parchment,” we are told:

“In six months you can begin practicing mechano-therapy.”

Of course the acquirement of the factus eruditus is all-essential, “but it is
no more difficult than learning to ride a bicycle” And incidentally that
suggests the commercial possibilities of teaching bicycle riding or even
equestrianism by mail!

YOUR BUST /

5 FREE €

The Secret Free for a Beautiful
Bust and a Perfect Figure.

Full information how to de-

velopthe bust 6 inches will be

sent you free fu plzin sealed
package also néw BeautyBook,
photos from life,and testimonials
from many prominent soclety,
ladies, who have used this
gafe,sure and rapid method.
Inelose stamp Lo pay postage,
AURUM cO., Dept.84

' 19 Dearborn 8t.,

CHICAGO, Illinois,

.Reproduction of a “bust developer” advertisement of the Aurum Company. The address
—79 Dearborn Street—was also that of the defunct ‘‘Physicians’ Institute.”

THE “BUSINESS SIDE"”

In addition to the various subjects from anatomy to suggestive therapeutics
that are taught by this “college” the curriculum includes “The Business Side
of Mechano-Therapy.” This important subject deals with such problems as:

“How to approach a Patient.”

“How to get the Fees at once.”

“The Business talk that will make the Patient willing to pay the fee.”
“How to handle the Question of the size of a Fee.”

“Real Money Talk.”

“Always get Cash down.”

The “business side,” too, is particularly emphasized in the advertisements
I‘ the college :

“Opportunities to make money in Mechano-Therapy are everywhere. You need not leave
me to make your fortune.”

4. we guarantee Success N

HiateE GO* 8]@ UN '-;'E:t.fj:-"-’- o . CHIGA
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“We fit you in a few months so you may become successful and earn from $3,000
$3,000 a year.” N
nlimited income to graduates.” y
“We know of no other calling ., . . which promises the same financial returns

Mechano-Therapy does.”

Such is the bait, which, judging from the amount spent in advertising,
so productive of results in catching the ignorant and avaricious.

While You May Earn From
$3,0002= to- $5,0002 a Year

Arc you nred of working lor sages which barely keep body and
soul together? Have you the ambinon to enjoy the profityof your
s labor'  Ta gun socul prmincnce and linancal independ=
ence’  To go lorth ameng your lellow men with your head op—
an honored and respected citzen of your localiny?

THEN SEND FOR OUH FHEE BOOK

Kot [ lmmvlm
oty el NVESTIIATE. 40 w1i spurs o« mew Uil b you. ONT QTR BODK

‘..':‘r..:.."'."..... the Appeal lo Reason, Git-

-

SIMPLY SEND THE COUPON FOR THIS FREE BOUK s trated

Be Independent! BOOK

[ .
Do You Want lo Always R Je Sesome
hare & imp rocondition socrlly and

Work lor Others? } M -
‘d:.p:-‘:u‘k:‘n“:- pheasant piolewson 1T will make you Bchanﬂ
wur own wke, mvesigare thiy mareer, o downg s you phice Theramﬂ

yesurell undar ao oblip haftorver, We can guve you but o
Lt sies ol the l."\uhnhluel ol Mechane Therapy s tha hmocd
paur, bt the Book explams everyrhing  Ger ot free, and meadd ot in
ur ome,  Drgeat i contents a1 your besstrre, and you ewn th

b ity we affer you

Try to realize whn this t-plhurlumty menns T
Il ¥ g 1o
f

Wy have @ spark of manhe ~-J w womanhoud leli—any

11 o bl 4o LOOK!
‘:.,".."2.‘.‘ LISTEN!
y—to get all ——

the details mra.a..! .rmu-m.- oF Supene.
Simply sign-and send s the compon now.

W American College of Mechano-Therapy Erimma

| Deparimant T58 120122 Randoiph Strast, Criengn. |llinain

Reproduction of a f.lll page advertisement from the b’o:rm: ‘Imrucm: March 31, 1909,

The “instructor” in “husiness mecthods” is one S. ]. Tinthoff, who also
treasurer of the “college” We learn from the prospectus that as instruct
he “is eminently well qualified for this position.” In fact:

“His knowledge of the proper methods a physician, specialist or Mechano-Therapist m

b - »
pursue in order to build up a large practice is perhaps unsurpassed by that of any other m
in the United States."

We are told, too, that IF. Tinthoff, hrother of S. 1. Tinthoff, and “Direct

of the Correspondent Dc]mrtmcnt i1s also a trained bhusiness man and expe
correspondence instructor.”  We understand that F. S, and S. J. Tinthe

Original from

oigtizes vy (GO '81‘3 UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
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perate the “Aurum Company,” which does a mail-order business in “Vestro,”
vhich is modestly claimed to be “the only true Bust Developer on the market
oday.”” If we are not mistaken, too, F. S. Tinthoff was president and treasurer
>f the now defunct “Physician’s Institute” of Chicago. The question arises:
IDoes an experience in operating a “physician’s institute” and filling mail-
orders for the “only reliable bust developer” qualify a man for the position of
“instructor” in a correspondence “college of Mechano-Therapy?”

LEGAL STATUS OF MECHANO-THERAPY

The American College of Mechano-Therapy advertises: “We Teach You
How to Treat Disease Without Drugs.” A prospective student who wished to
know what legal restrictions there might be to the practice of this method
of ‘“‘treating” disease, wrote as follows: “If I should take your course and

USC TlliS Blank  APPLICATIOR PR ERROLLMERT.

—=——

$100 e American @ollege or echano-Cherapy

Plyllo 1o Advance
Diploma Incladed

,_m 122 Rndoln Street
E Chicago, TR

TUITION TABLE. g
TERNS: w

Pras E-—$10000 cash with applicmion bank

Fram F—457.00 cash, $3.00 mooibly for Wsee
moache, $105.00.

Fharety mache opplceion e yoie compict Comtspandonct G in Mckess Thevpy, and fo rivion

Pran 'Z—ﬂ“:.':"x” mosthly fer bx agree o pay according b0 plan — .. [ ruclose $100.00 as full payment o § .. __ a1 flrst instalivrnt,
oo
PLax H—S28 vk sppilcatn in ey 2 || 70 AT e & pag e balews Bar in requier sandkly payers of 3. e tack, wesl 1
thres o mors. hove paid she tatal sxmof §... . .., A:M;-mo/udn- (al‘mnmlmkﬂwj
Ilu Wuamum includis
Ris d and agreed hat she ol prices abowe siated, will provide me wish pour full Course Mgesher
wenk s many 13wa lowers ov lcturss, e Mefore or afiey gradnation) as may b weccussry o fit mu for fuily
- anderscanding and skillfolly practicing Mechanc-Therapy,
HE YULL COURSE His further snderstesd end agrerd OAat a3 300% a5 compeivnd, or mpen compiehng the sindy, yr ary to growd
AND DIPLOMA e poir Dighasia. v . b
1 hereby proemice and pive yos sy word of hemor that | wiill nat persei athery 10 sudy from pov lrsims.
e e I, o v T il nat lnam, rent or sel heme, bt anll deep dhewt a5 & gusde for my futire wark.
Ve s oomres, B2 Batiel B 1 takee 99 prarn Biw-
_.:--':;-m--. “:.: Apr e Sex Marvind ir pingle. Have pou 4 comomen j:hopl sdncation? . ..
o n i v, Yoy s g b Syyeman pows

-
:a;ﬂ-;::—u-a.—n A vy v Nawr . __ Sorret and No.

ertien. boe wiirh no £virn chage b s, Gity or Tnwa. —_— Statr
Ront b1 FoaObce o Enpies Miest O

Dren o Raghutornd Lases. i porsasel chech Occonati

4l 15 co0td 0AIAL bt s2champm. - Express Office

v fagoble o ANEBIAR ONLEOT 62 MBCRANS-TERRAPY, L08-159 Bowsbelsh Suwet, Susengs. DL
. e el -mnumuw—uduw

Photographic reproduction (greatly reduced) of the “enrollment blank” sent out to prospec-
tive dupes. While $100 is the price supposed to be charged for a ‘‘course,” the amount
actually taken varies. The “easier” the dupe, the more he pays; the longer he defers throw-
ing away good money, the less he is asked to pay for the *course.”

receive a diploma could I practice Mechano-Therapy in any of the states?
1 understand that the different states have different laws regarding the practice
of medicine and I would like to know if there are any restrictions in regard
to Mechano-Therapy?”

The reply he received may well be pondered over by those who believe that
medical practice acts exist for the benefit of the public:

Dear Friend:—There are no laws on the statute books regarding Mechano-Therapy. In

Illinois, for instance, there is the so-called ‘“‘Drugless Healing Act.” applying to all such

— methods as Mechano-Therapy, Osteopathy, etc. Some of our graduates have qualified under

his law by examination, while others carry om their work under the advice and consent of a

‘riendly M.D, We recommend the latter method [Italics ours.—ED.] until such time as
ﬁechano-Therapy is regulated by legislative enactment in the various states,

Yours truly,
American College of Mechano-Therapy,
. W. C. Schulze, M.D.

|

Google
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METHOD OF INTERESTING “STUDENTS”

The individual who writes to this college for information receives a thre:
page letter and a ‘“‘prospectus.” The latter is entitled, “How to Become
Mechano-Therapist,” and the first page is taken up with a full-page pictury
of the “home of the American College of Mechano-Therapy.” This *“home
is pictured as a nine-story building, across the top of which appears in larg
letters, the legend: “American College of Mechano-Therapy.” The natur:
inference to one not conversant with the facts would be that the “‘college
occupied the entire building. In reality, however, it occupies some rooms o
the sixth floor of the building in which it is located, and the building carrie
no such legend as is shown in the picture.

—~———
rourse in Mental

hus sufisfariorily rompleied mur

Drhm.tnmﬂhmmufwmmlz.

Aiploma

ts hereby ronferred upon iy and i theeefore crvated

Osteopathy, mechano-therapy and “curative mechanics” are not the only “sciences” taught
by this versatile mail-order “college”; a “diploma in Mental Healing” that “is a work of
art, handsomely executed in two colors,” may also be had, price $10. “This includes every-
thing, diploma and all. No extras.” Of course, “the regular price of this course 3
is $40,” but “through a happy coincidence we were able to obtain enormous concessions’—
hence the bargain-sale price. Who would not be a “Diplomate of Suggestive Therapeutics’
and possess a “‘handsomely executed work of art” when it only costs a paltry $10?

VARIABLE TUITION RATES

The form letter, after expatiating on the virtues and money-making possibil
ities of the “course” winds up by calling attention to the fact that the tuitior
is $100 cash “for the complete course.” The tuition rates, however, seem tv

o (GO SIE UNIVE — F M CHIGAN
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vary. One person who inquired about the course was told in the first lette:
that it cost $100; in the second letter he was told that “we expect shortl:
to advance our fees to $200"—but they would still accept him at the $1O(
rate; in the third letter he was told that the advance had been made “and ou:
present terms are $200 cash,” but as a special proposition he would be acceptec
“at the old special reduced rate”; in the fourth letter he was offered the
“complete course” for $60, but he must “hold this special reduced price strictly
confidential.” Letter number five brought the enrolment price down to $30,
while a price of $5—also “confidential”’—was made in letter six. In letter
number seven, Secretary Tinthoff explained that “at a special meeting of the
faculty . . . I gained their consent to allow me to make a partial free
scholarship offer to a few representative persons.” In view of this they
would start him on his way to fortune if he would “send us only $3 by
return mail.” Even this offer failed to land a victim and the eighth and last
letter came: $1 only will start you in mechano-therapy!” This final appeal
being unsuccessful, the American College of Mechano-Therapy was compelled
to charge the postage and stationery up to profit and loss and close the
account.

Another individual was offered the course for $50—and this, too, within a
few days of the time that the first person received notice that the fees had
been “advanced” to $200. Other persons have been offered a 50 per cent.
discount ($50 cash) with the first letter. It should be said that all the
“enrolment blanks” which we have seen—and they are many-—give the cost
of the course at $100. _

The extensive advertising done by this concern would seem to demonstrate
its profitableness. On both sides of the Atlantic the public has been advised
through the daily and weekly press of the commercial possibilities of “mechano-
therapy” as taught by this “college.” In commenting on the part that the
press plays in making such concerns as this profitable, London Truth says:

“It passes my understanding how wealthy newspaper proprietors
can condescend to take money for foisting this sort of bunkum on their readers;
but as long as they do so, cheap postage to America will certainly put
money into some pockets.”

Elsewhere the same publication, in describing the “college,” calls it “a
concern which proposes to give postal tuition in quackery to. British fools”—
a description which can only be improved by the substitution of “English-
speaking” for “British."—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 28, 1909.)

THE AMERICAN HEALTH COLLEGE

The American Health College of Cincinnati, Ohio, was a parchment factory
founded and operated by a picturesque old quack, John Bunyan Campbell.
Campbell was the whole college and taught the “Great Vitapathic System”
which he originated and copyrighted. The “college” was organized in 1874.
For twenty years it dispensed “diplomas” and turned out “graduates” and
then the Ohio State Board of Medical Registration and Examination took up
the concern for investigation. What follows is taken from a transcript of
the evidence given at the time of the Ohio State Board’s investigation. Here
are some of the statements made by Campbell himself while under oath:

JOHN BUNYAN CAMPBELL'S TESTIMONY

Question.—Let me ask you one or two questions about your school, and then you can|
develop your system. How many teachers have you in your school?

Answer.—Well, I have been the principal teacher myself, but as I say, I am—

Google
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Question.—You fill the different chairs yourself?

Answer.—As I say, I am preparing others to take my place, as I am getting old. Then

» will have a full school, of course, but I had to start this system in the first place—rather
had to revive it.

Question.—Have you no other lecturers thcre?

Answer.—No sir.

Question.—Just yourself?

Answer.—Yes, sir; myself.

Question.—How long had you run this school?

Answer.—Well, that was incorporated, in the first place, in 1874,
Question.—Where was it located ?

Answer.—Fairmount. [A suburb of Cincinnati.)

Question.—Have you been issuing certain announcements or circulars?
Answer.—Certainly.
- - -*

Question.—Have you been graduating, or do you now graduate students and give them
he degree of Doctor of Medicine?

Answer.—No, sir: we are not a medical school at all.

Question.—Not a medical school?

Answer.—No, sir; not at all. You need not examine us any further if you don’t want to.
Ve are not a medical school at all. We don’t use “M.D.”

Question.—Do you issue any certificate or diploma?
Answer,.—Certainly we do—our school.

* - -

Question.—You say that you don’t conduct a medical school?
Answer.—No, sir.

Question.—Did you publish this paper?

Answer.—Yes, sir.

Question.—If you do not run a medical school, what does this signify:

of the American Health College and Religio-Scientific Medical Institute
System of Practice”?

“Closing exercises
of the .Vitapathic

Answer.—Yes, sir; “religio-medico”’—that is the way we are chartered.

Question.—Do you undertake bringing about cure of disease?

Answer.—No, we don’t do that, either.

Question.—In what sense are you a medical college?

Answer.—Not a medical college in any sense—only use remedies.

Question.—Or what do you use instruments for?

Answer.—Simply use electric batteries, that is all; we have a patent bath in the United
States for which we have got patent rights.

* - -

Question.—Isn’t it the truth that you undertake to treat poisons?
Answer—We undertake to pull out poisons; that is all we do.
Question.—And treat cancers?

Answer—We pull out poison and then they get well.
"Question.—And snake and rabid bites?

Answer~—Yes, sir; we have the electric treatment process by which we can pull out poisons
from a snake bite, mad-dog bite.

Question.—Isn’t it the truth that you treat fevers, cholera, and mental and nervous
complaints?

Answer.—We are now not treating acute disease.
Question.—You practice in obstetrics, don’t you?

Answer.—Not as a general thing.
hecause they may be taken in a hurry.

Question.—And all diseases of women?
Answer.—All diseases of women. They may be taken in a hurry.

Question.—You hold yourself out in this circular addressed “To all physicians throughout
the World” as teaching these various subjects.

We teach our students very thoroughly about obstetrics

Google
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Answer—Yes; various subjects there on the card. We are not attempting to cure a
disease. Qur statement there is that poisons is the main cause of disease.

Question.—How do you treat and manage the poisons, Dr. Campbell?

Answer.—Well, I will tell you a very good way. Supposing you had taken some calom
and it was in you.

Question.—Now, how do you teach the poisons and the nature of them?

Answer—~Well, we teach them. Let me state and I will tell you. Now, supposing y¢
had taken calomel or some other poison. I don’t care if it is vegetable poison. You are fu
of it, gick and sufferer. I will draw that out at your feet and show you on a copper plat
and you can go to the chemist and show him; that is the way I prove it.

The laboratory, clinical and teaching facilities of the American Healt
College were described by Campbell thus:

Question.—You don’t have a laboratory?

Answer.—No, sir.

Question.—Do you teach histology ?

Answer.—Oh, we teach it.

Question.—Do you mean that you have a histological laboratory?

Answer.—No, not particularly. )

Question.—You have no laboratory of that kind whatever; nor pathological?

Answer—Not to any extent. ) :

Question.—How often do you have clinics at your college? |

Answer.—Regularly, once a week. I

Question.—What clinics do you hold or conduct? !

Answer.—Well, persons come in for free clinics, of course. !

Questiom—Yes, generally—

Answer.—And we take them just as often as they come, of course. |

Question.—Do they come very often? I

Answer.—Well, we have a number of them; yes.

Question.—Do you do any work in dissection?

Answer.—No; no dissection.

Question.—You have no connection with any anatomical society?

Answer.—No, sir; no society but our own,

Question.—Any instructions in anatomy and physiology in your school?

Answer,—Yes, sir.

Question.—Who gives them?

Answer.—1 do myself, sometimes, and the Professor of Hygiene, Dr. Kalb.

Question.—How long since Dr. Kalb has been connected with your institution?

Answer.—Well, he testified, I believe, here he graduated in 1892; no, it was before tha
he graduated; I think in 1879,

Question.—How long since he has been connected with your institution?

Answer.—Well, he is now not connected with it.

Question.—How long ago did his connection cease?

Answer.—Well, he testified here, I think, in 1863. He was on the stand here and h
testified. .

Question.—You mean 18937

Answer.—Eighteen ninety-three.

Question.—Who within the last two years has been filling his place?
Answer.—]1 have done it myself.

Quesition.—You have done that?

Answer.—Yes, sir.

Question.—Now, have you had any instructors in obstetrics?
Answer—Yes, sir.

Question.—Who has given that?

Answer.—1 have given it myself.

Question.—Have you had any instructors in the diseases of women and children?
Answer.—Yes, sir.
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Question.—Who gives that mstroction?

Answer.—I do; I am teaching the whole system myself.

nt yet, if you will let me talk.

Question—Just a minute, doctor.

. g0 on,

Answer.—None.
t over to a surgical doctor.

We will just ask you a few questions and then you
Who teaches—or did you have any instructors in surgery?

We don’t practice surgery at all.

) &

THE AMERICAN HEALTH INSTRUCTOR.

[wov. 1098

The American Health Instructor was an advertising sheet issued by J. B. Campbell in
e interest of his fakery, the ‘“American Health College.”
otographic reproduction of part of a page of the American Health Instructor.
»n to giving some idea of the fakishness of the whole business, this illustration brings out
ro other things: (1) the statement that the institution conducted by Campbell was “not a
edical system’; (2) the complimentary reference to the quack, R. C. Flower (a ‘“graduate”
- Campbell’s ““college’), brother to B. O. Flower, president of the National League for-
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edical Freedom, and ex-president of the R. C. Flower Medicine Company.

Question.—Do you teach any materia medica?
Answer.—Not medicine; no.
Question.—Are you opposed to the use of medicines?

Answer.—Yes,

Question.—Opposed to the use of all drugs and medicines whatsoever?
Answer.—Opposed to the use of all drugs and mecdicines whatsoever.
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Question.—And you substitute for them baths and water and electricity?
Answer.—No, we don’t substitute nothing.
Question.—You use in place of them, then?

Answer.—No, sir; we don’t use in place of them. We ain’t on that basis. 'We po
the poison as I have showed you, and the person gets well himself.

Question.—You pull that out by means of electricity?

Answer.—Yes, sir; our own engine. We have a specially invented engine for thi)
pose, and have a patent vapor bath that brings it through of the skin.

Question.—As 1 understand it, you have no instructors in your college except your a
Answer.—That is all.

Question.—You treat all the branches that may be taught?

Answer.—Yes, sir.

A “diploma” from the American Health College, with all the mneces
trimmings, came to $150, according to Campbell:

Question.—What tuition s required to enter your school?

Answer.—Well, we have a circular that tells it all. We sell our copyrighted system,:
books, vitapathic library, our electrieal apparatus, our own invented engine we baw.
extracting these poisons, our patent electrovapor baths and put it all in to the stude-
one hundred and fifty dollars. That is the price on the proclamation, and that is the o
mum. The minimum is away down; less than half of that. Qur object is to do?
regardless of any money.

Campbell’s practice, at the time that he was conducting his diploma m
was described by him as follows:

Question.—Within the last few years of your practice of vitapathy, what class of a
have you treated?

Answer.—Well, mostly been pulling out poisons on our ccpper plate. We ain’t cui
disease at all; the person may not have any disease. He is simply full of poison, don't!
see? .

Question.—What do you consider poisons, doctor?

Answer.—Well, calomel is poison; strychnin is poison; iron is poison.

Question.—Would you consider disease germs poison in the same case?

Answer.—Well, I have a different idea about germs from most everybody else.

Question.—How would you destroy disease germs in the patient?

Answer.—My idea is the germ is not the cause of the diseasc at all, but the disease is:
cause of the germs. You will never get any germs in anybody until there is separar
or decomposition there, something. Put that down, you old doctors, as a fact, that germs d4
make disease!

Question.—What would cause the discase, doctor? .
Answer.—They didn’t have the disease; they simply had the poison, and I pulled it «
Question.—You say the discasc was the cause of the germ?

Answer.—Yes, sir.

Question.—What produces the discase?

Answer.—Well, persons are liable off-hand to disease the world over, of course.

The ‘“vitapathic” treatment of small-pox was described Ly John Bunya
Campbell thus:

Questior.—\What do your people do in case of small-pox?

Answer.—-We don’t use drugs, sure. Oh, no. No. Small-pox is a pecison trying to g
ont as best it can in pustules. We simply take our patent bath and let it out and the ma
walks off well. We don’t give poisons as you fellows do.

And the “Vitapathic Treatment” of some other conditions:

Question—Have you ever trcated a case of rabies?
Answer.—Yes, sir.

Question.- -You did?

Answer.—Ycs, sir,
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Question.—Did you ever have a case that was absolutely in the spasms?
dnswer.—Yes, sir; had spasms.

Juestion.—And you cured the rabies?

-4nswer.—Yes, sir. Yes, sir; had spasms.

Juestion.—Ever treat lockjaw?

Answer.—Yes, a number of cases. That’s blood poison, too.
“Question.—Never had a case die?

Answer.—Never had a case die.

Question.—From . lockjaw?

Answer.—No, sir,

Question.—Is that a fact?

Answer.—That is a fact.
- Question.—How many cases have you treated?
Answer.—Well, at least twenty in my life.

Question.—You are sure they were real cases of lockjaw?
Answer.—Sure. Certain cases of lockjaw.
- Question.—How did they get to your house?

" Amswer.—Didn’t get there at all.

sickness that Were suppased incurable
befors. J. Houron, M. D

{3 s

cElCANCER CURE

FOUND AT LAST!!
Quick and sare cure for Cancer In all
‘"B G stages and’ places I ot 1
‘._H:.(,OLLEGE without cul:ln'. burning, or burting.
INKATI, O Copyright Process, Bceret Remedles,
stcine e any | E App a0d full 1 lone,.

T v core $0LD 10 PHYBICIANS ONLY.

ves polen b tht swn| AMERICAN MEALTH COLLEGE,,
smpioy sa M., @ Be| o\ IRMOUNT, CINCINNATI, Q.

=
P4
>
=
-y
(-]
[aad
=
=

There never was a quack but would advertise to cure the incurable! J. B. Campbell was
p exception. Here is an advertisement published by Campbell in his American Health
sstructor. “Cancer Cure! Found at Last!!” This, nearly twenty years ago!

ousands of others, it has passed into the limbo of forgotten frauds.

Question.—You went to them?

Answer.—Yes; the surgeons that had them in charge sent for me, and I pulled out the

yison.
Question.—And you never lost a case?
Answer.—I never lost a case; no, sir.
Question.—Do you treat cancer?
Answer.—Yes, sir.
Question.—Did you ever cure a cancer?

Answer—Yes, sir. I pulled out the poison and the partics would get well.

Question.—Supposing the cancer were very extensive, thcn what?

Answer.—1 don’t care how extensive it is. We remove the poison and they are certain

 get well. Nature does the rest.

Question.—Can you namc a doctor hcre who has ever sent you a real cancer in an

lvanced stage?
Answer.—No, sir.

Question.—Is there any doctor here who knows of a casc you have cured?

Answer.—1 don’t know whether they do or not,
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As to the reputation of the American Health College of Cincinnati, the
following portions of testimony given by a Cincinnati attorney—Mr. E. P
Dustin—before the Ohio State Board at the time of its investigation will
be enlightening :

ATTORNEY DUSTIN’S TESTIMONY

Question.—You are an attorney in this city and have been for some years?
Answer.—Twenty-five years; yes, sir.

Question.—Are you acquainted with the gentleman who just left the stand—Dr. Campbell’
Answer.—1 am.
Question.—Are you familiar with his institution out in Fairmount? |
Answer.—Somewhat. |
Question.—Just state to the court what you know about this college, will you?

Answer.—Well, I know that it has had the reputation of heing a fraudulent medi

concern for years.
* * *

Question.—~Do you know anything further about the institution?

Answer.—Nothing, except the general reputation. It has been bad for years. It has be
a fraudulent concern for years.

Question.—Do you know whether or not any of the persons claimed to have graduat
from that institution have practiced medicine?

Answer.—Yes, sir. Young Campbell practiced and claimed to have the right to practic
under the diploma attached to that record.

Question.—In that case did other cases develop?

Answer.—There were other witnesses; persons who had a knowledge of the fraudulen
of this so-called medical institution.

As has been shown the “vitapathic system” consists, essentially, in stand;
ing the patient on a copper plate, making some mesmeric passes with the hand:
and thus “drawing the poison out.” Dr. J. W. Prendergast, a reputabl
physician of -Cincinnati, was at the time of the investigation of Campbell
quackery requested by the State Board to visit the American Health Colleg
and report his findings. Here they are:

DR. PRENDERGAST'S TESTIMONY

Question.—State whether you visited this school at Dr. Campbell’s at the request of th
board and what you found.

Answer.—On May 26, accampanied by Dr. Haerr, at the request of the State Board, I
visited the ‘vitapathic school” at Fairmount, and was received very cordially by Dr. Camp
bell, who told us just what he has told you gentlemen here on the stand. I don’t know
anything that I can add, other than that in the doctor’s little office in one window was a pane
of red glass and a pane of blue glass. I was curious to know what that was for, and the
doctor explained it by saying they would vitalize the remedy they were to give the patient,
or sometimes food, depending entirely on the nature of the disease; it would be placed beneath
the red glass or the blue glass. Thc doctor took us in the little lecture room and pointed ou
some of his charts, and showed me a copper plate he had some patient standing on, and
there was a deposit on the plate that the doctor said was strychnin or calomel. I have beer
very much discouraged, however, since my visit there, at the school of medicine I have beer
practicing in. The doctor has a much more simple process of curing disease. As he says, he
simply pulls it out! -

Question.—Was there any other equipment for a medical college?

Answer.—No, sir.

As is frequently found in such cases, there was an element of allegec
religion mixed up in the “Great Vitapathic System” of Campbell’s. The
following description of the “graduating exercises” of the American Healtl
College is taken from the Cincinnati Post of Nov. 24, 1890:

“A meeting that leaves spiritualistic seances far in the gloom, took plac
recently at the American Health College, North Fairmount. It was th

Go gfc



21

eligious ceremony following the close of the fall term of the Health College
‘he auditorium was filled with enthusiastic men and women. After music and
ong, Dr. Campbell explained the all-pervading great spirit, as taught in the
/itapathic System, and especially the silent breathing prayer. All present
here stood up and breathed the prayer, taking in great quantities of the ever-
resent Vita. The professor next explained the milk sacrament, which was
sed instead of wine. This was for the new graduates only. The ceremony
rew more select all the while, and the last degree was the Holy Ghost
aptism, a ministerial ordination for the select few. Some twenty old graduates
ormed a mystic ring around the new candidate, and the professor placed his
ands upon his head and pronounced the magic words that made the brother
minister of life in vitapathy ‘by authority of law and religion, according to
he chartered right of the vitapathic system.” It is solemnly asserted that
turing the whole meeting a wonderful power was felt by all, and throngs of
ngels were seen by clairvoyant eyes.’ Then, amid intense good feeling, some
resents were given Dr. Campbell, and they all felt that the millennium was
ust due. But the great outside world is still in the darkness of the nineteenth
entury.”—(Modified from “Nostrums and Quackery,” Vol. 1, 1912.)

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL LIBERTY LEAGUE

It was in 1910 that the speciously named “National League for Medical
reedom” began its intensive campaign against scientific medicine in general
nd the American Medical Association in particular. Engineered and inspired
y nostrum exploiters and those opposed to pure food laws, aided and abetted
y the followers of the various cults, the League for Medical Freedom blazed
s rocket-like course across the medical firmament—and, in due time, the stick
ame down! Doubtless there was good money in it for some one while it
isted. Tens, if not hundreds of thousands of dollars, were expended in news-
aper advertising alone. But its effort was abortive because it was funda-
ientally wrong-headed and the good sense of the American people penetrated
1e motives that were behind it.

It is some time since we have heard of the “National League for Medical
reedom”; today there is another organization less heavily financed, but still,
oubtless, producing a living for those who engineer it. It is the “American
ledical Liberty League,” with headquarters in Chicago. This concern does
ttle, if any, newspaper advertising. It does, however, get out a set of leaflets
nd pamphlets and those who are, for one reason or another, opposed to
ientific medicine, purchase these leaflets and distribute them.

SOME LIBERTY LEAGUE LITERATURE

As indicative of the type of “literature” thus issued, the following partial
st is given:

“Medical Health Officers Syphilizing the Nation”: This leaflet declares
at all vaccine virus shows the reaction of congenital syphilis and “even the
iccine scars show its contamination.” The leaflet quotes as its authority for
is charge Albert Abrams, AM., LL.D,, MD (Heidelberg), F.R.M.S. Price,
¢ a hundred.

“Toxin-Antitoxin—How It Kills and Cripples Children”: Purports to be a
Detailed Story of the Horrible Results Following a Texas Serum Campaign.”
rice, $1.00 per hundred.

“The American Medical Liberty League”: Professes to tell what the
.eague” is, “Why you need it” and, in large bold-faced capital letters, “How
 WorRkK IT!” Only 40c a hundred.
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“The Going of Cumming”: Said to be “Paragraphs on the Enlightenn1
on Calf Pus Cult”; in reality, a tirade against Surgeon-General Hugh
Cumming. They come at 70c a hundred.

“Know the Facts About Vaccination”: An alleged compilation of *statistt
and expert testimony” brought together by Lora C. Little (of whom more latg
and reprinted by permission from Dr. George Starr White’s (of whom, al!
more later) “Lecture Course to Physicians.” Ten cents a copy. |

These are but a few of the pieces of propaganda that are being sent outi
the “American Medical Liberty League.” At their headquarters they will a
hand out to those interested, a reprint from the Lindlahr Magazine (the ho
organ of a so-called “nature cure institute”) telling of the marvels of i
“electronic diagnosis and treatment” of Albert Abrams! They hand out, ta
the Central States Osteopath, the official organ of the Illinois and Wisconi
osteopaths.

SOME INQUIRIES ! |

During the past two or three years inquiries have been received relats
to the “League.” A physician, health officer in a Virginia city, wrote:

“I enclose a leaflet of the American Medical Liberty League, Chicago, Ill. ‘This led

was submitted to a local paper as an advertisement to be charged to the account of a chs

practor of this city. The newspaper informed me that it has refused to publish it. I

interested not only in the anti-vaccination propaganda of this leaflet, but also am plex
that the newspaper should have refused to publish it.”

This from the state health officer of a southern state:

“Will you please advise me as to the cult Mrs. Little represents?”

These are representative of inquiries received. The American Medi
Liberty League was brought into existence in the latter part of 1918. Loral
Little seems to be the moving spirit of the organization and appears official
as its “secretary.” In November, 1918, Mrs. Little sent out a mimeograph
letter headed: “StricTLy PErsoNAL AND CoNrIDENTIAL.” It was to the eff
that with the coming of peace there would “burst forth” what was describ

s “long-pent feeling over medical outrages, committed wholesale the past ti
years. . . . ” [Further, this bursting would give a grand opportunity
the believers in “medical freedom” to make a killing. “Two big things’ wot
be necessary to “meet the situation”: first, “a full exposure, backed by
array of authentic facts” which must be, “when the proper time has cor
widely distributed”; second, “a definite program of action.”

Then came the nub. To accomplish these “two big things” funds we
required ; hence, the appeal for “membership” in the American Medical Libe
League, price $2.00 a year, “which covers subscription to the Truth-Telle
According to Mrs. Little, ten individuals in any locality who join the “Leagt
and pay their annual fees may organize a “Local League.”

THE “TRUTH-TELLER”

Before dealing with the personnel of the founders of the League, which
itself is interesting, something should be said about the “League’s” offic
organ, the Truth-Teller—ironical name! This somewhat lurid sheet is “pu
lished semimonthly by the Truth-Teller Publishing Company at 38 N. Divisi
St., Battle Creek Mich.” The Battle Creek telephone directory does n
show any company of this name, but it does show the “Ensign Printing Cc
at 38 N. Division St. The editor of the Truth-Teller is W. S. Ensign—
whom more later-——who puts after his name the mystic abbreviation “Phys.
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Pat. Ch.,” Its “Associate Editor” is Wilhelm Heinrich Schwartz, M.D.; its
‘Managing Editor” is D. W. Ensign and its “Traveling Representative” is
Fhomas D. Ensign; in short, it seems to be largely an Ensign publication.
T'he Truth-Teller keeps no subscription books but, if you receive a copy of it
egularly, “you can rest assured that the subscription price of same has been
vaid.” The Truth-Teller was previously The Peril (“America’s Weekly Journal.
Devoted to Homeopathy and Humanity”) which, in turn, was originally known
s America’s Homeopathic News, edited by Wilhelm Heinrich Schwartz, M.D.,
‘Vice-President of the International Anti-Vivisection and Cruelty to Animals

_ongress,” etc., etc.

" THE TROTHELLER

Publiisbed seml- monlhly by Truth-Teller Pudllahing Co,, at 38 North Division Mt.,
Gattle Creek, dlichigan,

Sentered as verund- rlass mutter danuary 18, 1014, at the postollice at Battle Creek, Michizan,
under the Act of Muarch 3d, 1879,

W. 8. ENAIGN, Phya. ¢t Pat. Ch, e - . Editor
W, B. BCHWARTZ, M. D. - . . . - . . Assoctate Editor
D. W. ENSIGN - - - - . - . Managing Editor (Associate)
THOS. D. ENBIGN - - - - . - - Traveling Ropresentative

It will be noticed that the Truth-Teller seems to be a family institution.

But to get back to the American Medical Liberty League: In the “Strictly
>ersonal and Confidential” letter previously referred to, the officers of the
'League” were given as follows:

President—Charles M. Higgins Director—J]. H. Greer
Vice-President—EIli G. Jones Director—W. S. Ensign
Secretary—Lora C. Little Director—]J. W. Griggs

Treasurer—D. W. Ensign

CuARrLES M. Hiceins, Brooklyn, New York: This gentleman was, if he is’
ot still, the treasurer of the “Anti-Vaccination League of America,” and a
omewhat active member of the “National League for Medical Freedom.” He
s, or was, a member of the “Vivisection Investigation League,” and the “New
7ork Anti-Vivisection Society.” He published a sixty-four page pamphlet
“with exhaustive index, 10c post paid”) entitled “The Crime Against the
ychool Child,” which advised the public “how to legally defeat vaccination, the
1edical evil which now kills more children than smallpox.” This was advertised
n the Truth-Teller. In 1917 Higgins also issued a twenty-four page pamphlet
ntitled “Restore the Coroners, Check Dangerous Medical Domination, and
>rotect Public Life and Safety.”

[After this article was published Mr. Higgins denied that he was, or ever
ad been, President of the American Medical Liberty League. He denied also
1at he held any official position in the “League” although the “League” sta-
onery listed him as one of the Board of Directors. Mr. Higgins, however,
dmitted that he was a member and stated that he would “not consider it any
ishonor” to hold office in the “League.” Mr. Higgins is a member of a
umber of organizations of the “anti—" type.—Eb.]
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DOCTOR: I teach physicians (by
mail) my method of treating cancer,
tumors, malignant growths, both ex-
ternal and internal. This method of
treatment has stood the test of nearly
forty years’ practice.

I have a record of permanent cures
of genuine cancer made fifteen to
twenty-four years ago, and there has
been no return of the discase. I want
some good, reliable physicians who are
willing to learn and are ambitious to
“do things.”
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ELt C. Jones, Buffalo, New York: D
Jones was graduated fifty years ago (1872
by Dartmouth Medical School. He was fc
some time “President” of the egregiou
“American Association of Progressive Med
cine.” A few years ago he was sending ot
circular letters to physicians offering
teach — for a consideration — his method ¢
curing cancer. Dr. Jones claimed to cut
80 per cent. of all cases of cancer that |
treated. In his letters to Ohio physiciar

The best of references to physicians

and patients. Address for further par- he gave the name of Dr. C. S. Carr ¢
ticulars,

Columbus, Ohio, as a reference. Carr wa
Peruna’s advertising expert and ran a littl
medical mail-order concern of his own as
side line. Carr also published a freakis
In this advertisement (nearly as large publication known as the Columbus Medic
gain in the  original Publishe.‘g Jome  Journal in which periodical Eli G. Jones tol
ﬂfﬁfmﬁﬁ) 'COE',LCC{nJEL‘ff,,g“‘::;L;;, his about his “cures” for cancer, and numerot
other things and in which the Ensig
Remedies Company advertised and to which W. S. Ensign contributed. O
course Dr. Jones was a member of the “National League for Medical Freedom
when that institution was in existence. According to a character sketch pub
lished in the Truth-Teller, Dr. Jones “has at different times practiced Allopathi
Eclectic, Homeopathic, Physio-Medical and Biochemical medicine.” We ca
easily believe it.
D. W. EnsieN, Battle Creek Mich.: Mr. Ensign was “Business Manager
and is now “Managing Editor” of the Truth-Teller. Enough said.

J. H. Greer Chicago: Dr. Greer was graduated in 1875 by the Benne
Medical College, then an eclectic institution. For many years he conducted th
“Harvard Medical Institute” in Chicago and specialized in genito-urinary worl
In 1910 the United States immigration officials on the Canadian border wrot
for information regarding J. H. Greer, stating that a number of aliens ha
received Greer's advertisements and sought entry into the United States fc
the purpose of treatment. Some of these aliens sent to the immigration servic
letters which they had received from Greer, together with some of Greer’s adve
tising matter. Greer, it seemed, issued a booklet entitled “A Peep at ti
Mysteries of Nature” whereby he drummed up trade. Greer also urged som
of his prospective mail-order patients to purchase his book “A Physician in th
House.” As Greer put it:

ELI C. JONES, M.D,,
85 Bayard St., New Brunswick, N, J.

“If you cannot come and see me, treat yourself. This you can do with the aid of n
book ‘A Physician in the House.” Get a copy of it, study it carefully, and apply it exact
and watch your pains and aches vanish like an ugly dream at dawn.”

According to.a prospectus of this book: “It opposes medical fads of a
kinds, and makes uncompromising WAR ON VACCINATION, and the use of ANT
T0XIN.” Furthermore, it was said to contain ‘“Valuable iNFORMATION for th
MARRIED.” Greer claimed that he did not guarantee cures “except in surgic:
cases, such as variococele, hydrocele, hernia, fistula, hemorrhoids, and strictur.
etc.”

ENSIGN’S CURE FOR BASHFULNESS, ETC.

W. S. EnsigN, “Phys, et Pat. Ch,” Battle Creek, Mich.: Mr. Ensign i
Editor of the Truth-Teller and, with Mrs. Little, apparently an important facto
in the American Medical Liberty League. Presidents, vice-presidents an
treasurers seem to change, as do also some of the directors, but through al
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V. S. Ensign and Lora C. W. Little continue as “Editor” of the official organ
nd “Secretary” of the organization, respectively. W. S. Ensign for some years
as been doing a mail-order business in Ensign Remedies. The Ensign
emedies, according to Ensign, are good for whatever ails you. Apparently,
here are about one thousand of them and they are known by numbers. Ensign
herapy is a comparatively simple study.

A booklet issued by the Ensign Remedies Company lists all “Diseases and
‘heir Cure.” These are arranged alphabetically from “Abdomen,” “Abortion”
nd “Abscess” through “Ecchymosis,” “Eclampsia,” “Eczema” and “Iritis,”
Irritability,” “Itch” to “Worms,” “Wrinkles” and “Writers' Cramp.” It is
1l very easy. For Peritonitis, take “748A and B”; for Alcoholism, “Topers
hould use No. 17”; for Appendicitis, “Use No. 758A and B for the acute
ttack”; for Diphtheria, “No. 675A and B is our specific treatment. . . ., Do
ot use anti-toxin.” Should you have Atrophy of the Optic Nerve, take “No.
21A and B”; for Cataract, “No. 504A and B” are indicated. Yellow Fever
alls for “No. 1066A and B,” and Angina Pectoris for “342F.” Bright’s
Disease is cured with “854A and B,” but be sure you have the figures right
s “No. 857A and B” is for Floating Kidney. For Lockjaw try “No. 34” and
or Locomotor Ataxia, “No. 260A and B.” “No. 1019A and B"” are for
Tousemaid’s Knee. .

' -.5' 10 mATHRt
eNSion
REMEDIES

QANADIAN QFFICE
WINDSOR ONTAMIO

Th
Ensign Remedeies Company

MANUFACTURERS OF

“THE ENSIGN REMEDIES"

Reproduction (reduced) of the letterhead of the Ensign Remedies Company, a concern
rhich sells cures for “Disappointment in Love,” “Floating Kidney,” “Laziness,” ‘“Locomotor
\taxia’”’ and many other conditions.

W 3 ENSIGH.Phya Ch

But the Ensign Remedies are good for more than physical ailments; “in
he absolute cure of diseases of the mind, nothing equals the Ensign Remedies.”
\re you troubled with “Bashfulness,” take “No. 186A and B”; do you see
Animals or Reptiles” (presumably of the pre-Volstead era) try “No. 187A
nd B.” For “Dulness and Stupidity, No. 189A and B.”; for “Disappointment
1 Love, No. 192A and B.” For mere “Laziness, Lack of Ambition, No. 196A
nd B”; should you have a “Desire for Light and Company take “No. 197A.”

A few years ago the state officials of Michigan sent for some of Ensign’s
arious cures and analyzed them and published the results in the official bulletin:
Fakes and Frauds.” Ensign’s “Appendicitis Cure” was reported to show on
nalysis sugar 100 per cent.; Ensign’s “Pneumonia Cure” was another 100 per
ent. sugar product, while Ensign’s “Hay Fever Cure” had the same composi-
on. The Michigan authorities unkindly called attention to the fact that while
1ese remedies sold at $1.00 each, their estimated cost was less than 1/10 of

cent. It is only fair to state, however, that since these analyses were made
1e price of sugar has gone up.

J. W. Grices, Minneapolis, Minn.: Mr. Griggs, was, if he is not still, vice-
resident of the “Anti-Vaccination League of America.”

Lora C. Litree: Mrs. Little, who seems to have had much to do with the
rganization of the “League,” apparently hailed from the Pacific coast, where
he was a traveling lecturer whose business it was to create sentiment against

9.9

accination. Mrs. Little contributes prolifically to the “League’s” house-
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organ, the Truth-Teller. In addition to being “Secretary” of the Ameri
Medical Liberty League, Mrs. Little was also “Secretary” and “Official Org
izer” of the “Central Health Committee of the State of Illinois.” There =
the usual proportion of names of chiropractors and osteopaths on the letterhe:
of the official stationery of the “committee.”” This “committee,” too, solici
funds—“for the purpose of securing medical liberty in the new Illinois consti
tion"—and made a special plea that the persons circularized should help secu
for a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, the nomination and election
Frederick A. Freeark, a Chicago lawyer who would “stand to the last di-
for our principle.” Mr. Freeark’s name appeared later as one of the “director
of the “American Medical Liberty League.” He was not elected.

[ —e

—— s -_—_—1-.
Surgery and Vaccine Are Taking

Lives of Prominent Peop'e, Says
Medical Liberty League Official

“Theodore Roosevelt would be
livlng taday If it hnd not been for
the sr-goon's Lri'e sfated Ar
Lbra U Litde, wecretary of ihe
Americen Medical Liberty Leagur,
yesterdar aftergoon in an inler-
view wily & Thnes reporter. “In
fact I am here to say that surgery
and wvaccines are taking the lives
of all of our prominent people.”
N “The American Liberty League.’
jontinued Mrs Little, “whon it
vels in convention this year, in
olog to take a definHe sland
i fonpections of school chil
fren by bealth boards. It ix going
o Innisf that all persons whom the
health boards attempt to role in
watters regarding to thelr personal
health, refuse (o obey thelr instruc.
ons and take up a fight in courts.
in health board bas a right to in-
pect school children without the
onsent of parents. It Is the pur-
tmc of the league to combat these

————

holedale inspectione and (o teach
hildren to pay no attemfon to
kn-sa proposed examinalions.'”
Wants Sanitary Engincers
Mrs Little is in favor of panitary
gineers serving on health boards
he arguca that all physicians in
ch offices should be returned te
eir practices.
"I will admit,” sald Mrs Little.
hat the health boards in rome of
r small towns show soma degres MRS LORA €. LITTLE

humanity.  of the tig shoold increase so that 7
alth: *n

Reduced reproduction of part of a news story in a Davenport (Ia.) paper relative to Mrs
Little’s appearance before the chiropractors. Mrs. Little was reported as stating that “prac
tically all newspapers are under the control of . . . ‘the medical trust.””

THE STATE VICE-PRESIDENTS

The “League” also has “State Vice-Presidents.” In 1920 forty-five states
were represented; in 1922 this list had dwindled to thirty-six. This doubtless
is an index of the waning interest in the “League.” It would consume tog
much space to take up the various individuals whose names appear as stafc
vice-presidents and publish the details on file regarding these persons. How;
ever, it will not take much space to give a brief sketch as revealed by th
Propaganda files of the State Vice-President of California, Dr. George Stars
White.

GeorGE StarRr WHITE, M.D., F.S.Sc. (Lond.), Los Angeles, Calif.: White|
who was the “Second Vice-President” of the Allied Medical Associations in
1918, was graduated in 1908 when he was forty-two years old, by the New York
Homeopathic Medical College and Hospital. He seems to have been one o
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e proponents of Albert Abrams’ “spondylotherapy” and of Fitzgerald's “zone-
erapy,” etc., and in 1915 it was announced that he would give one week courses

physicians in “Spondylotherapy” at Chicago, Kansas City and Denver,
spectively. In May, 1915, White was arrested in Chicago and fined $100 and
sts for practicing medicine without a license. Dr. White's specialty seems
be picturesquely known as “Bio-Dynamo-Chromatic-Diagnosis.” This is
scribed by one of its enthusiastic adherents as “Diagnosis by Sympathetic
1gal-Reflex.” To obtain the “Sympathetic Vagal-Reflex” it seems the patient
1st face east or west and have his bare abdomen percussed until a dull area
located. The patient is then faced north or south and again percussed. Then,
seems, different colored lights are thrown on the patient, the location of the
eas of dulness being determined meanwhile. A combination of ruby and
1e light “will cause a reflex in cases of gonorrhea,” a “green light will cause
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Greatly reduced reproduction of one of George Starr White's recent advertisements in
it haven of quackery, the Sunday Illustrated Magazine section of the Los Angeles Times.

reflex in cases of liver or gallbladder trouble,” while the color for carcinoma
orange red! During the height of the influenza epidemic White took a flier
nostrum exploitation, putting on the market “Valens Essential Oil Tablets,”
1ich were for “Gripping the Flu out of Influenza,” and were also said greatly
benefit or cure incipient tuberculosis, hay-fever, asthma, and “catar” (White
ects simplified spelling). The letters “F.S.Sc.,, Lond.” after Dr. White’s
me carry with them an air of erudition and mystery that is well worth what
>y cost. They mean “Fellow of the Incorporated Society of Science, Letters
d Arts of London, Ltd” The “Fellowship” is held by not a few “patent
.dicine” exploiters in the United States. It costs one guinea!

Here, then, we have brief sketches of those individuals who were mainly
strumental in bringing into existence the “American Medical Liberty League.”
e facts brought out are sufficient to permit the physician and the intelligent
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layman properly to evaluate the activities of this organization, which profess
to have for its main object the protection of the public. The “American Medic
Liberty League,” like its prototype, the “National League for Medical Freedor
will flare, sputter—and go out!—(From The Journal A. M. A., July 29, 1922.,

THE ARMY AND NAVY MEDICAL RECORD

Whenever a business assumes certain proportions, subsidiary business
spring up to cater to the needs of the larger enterprise. For some years t
nostrum business has grown so large that it has furnished a more or less pr
carious life for many individuals who have catered to it. There are, i
instance, men whose trade it is to obtain testimonials; others, claiming a la
string of imposing degrees, will furnish fake reports and bogus analyses; st
others issue at irregular intervals publications with high-sounding names whi
sell editorial indorsement to the products of concerns such as are willing to p
the price asked. “Journals” of this type have been called to the attention of «
readers at different times; the New York Health Journal and the United Sta
Health Reports come to mind at this moment. Both of these had their day a
died a natural death, as all such publications must when once the publici
cognizant of their true character.

TWO LETTERS

More recently the attention of THE JoUurNAL has been called to a publicati
calling itself the Army and Navy Medical Record. A physician in the Sou
sends a letter he had received from the Army and Navy Medical Record readi
as follows:

“We have had many favorable reports reach us relative to your most excellent institutis
and, as you are doubtless aware, we come in direct contact with a large number of An
and Navy and other government attaches who have sons that they desire to provide w
a medical education combined with the higher course included in your up-to-date laboratz
methods and the sciences incidental to clinical medical practice.

“If you will regard the proposition as confidential, we will agree to carry a one-foul
page advertisement of your university at the nominal rate of $38 per year, provided t
amount is forwarded in advance at the time copy is furnished; and we will further prom
to editorially indorse and recommend your school and its methods without quolification
exception, [Our italics.—Ep.] This article you should be able to use (and are authorized:!
do so) after publication for advertising purposes.

“We will also be able, and are willing, to furnish you with a desirable list of probab
candidates from time to time.

“Kindly let us hear from you at once, if interested, and oblige,

“Yours with best wishes,
“Tue ArMY AND Navy Mepicar Recorp,
“Arthur G. Lewis, Managing Editor.”

The physician to whom this was addressed made a notation on the letter f
the effect' that “this looks crooked.” A few weeks later, Dr. V. C. Vaugha
dean of the University of Michigan, Department of Medicine and Surgery, se
in a letter from the Army and Nawvy Medical Record which he had received |
his official capacity at the university. Here is the letter; again the italics a
ours:

“We are gratified to advise you that in our efforts to select a strictly ethical and hif
grade institution of medicine that this magazine could consistently indorse and recommend, v
have decided on the University of Michigan, Department of Medicine and Surgery, as tl
institution in your territory to whom our special publicity concession will be made this year.

“You are doubtless aware that we come in direct contact with a very large number ¢
Army and Navy and other government attaches, also physicians in private practice, who ha
sons that they desire to provide with a medical education, combined with the higher cours
included in your up-to-date methods.
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“For personal reasons, we are particularly anxious to favor your institution, and frankly
believe that we can prove of material service to you. The special proposition, to be regarded
by you as strictly confidential, is that we will publish a full one-half page announcement of
your institution for the term of one year, you to merely pay a nominal expense charge of $38
for the year’s service. As our regular rate is $125 per annum for this service, the necessity
of regarding the matter between ourselves is apparent. [Transparently so.—Ep.] We further
propose, without expense to you, to editorially indorse and recommend your institution and
its methods without qualification or exception. An electrotype illustration may be used, with-
out charge.

“It is important, however, that we hear from you promptly. Awaiting your immediate
reply, we are, with best wishes, '
“Yours faithfully, )
“Tue ArRMY AND Navy MepicaL Recorp,
“Arthur G, Lewis, Managing Editor.”

Dr. Vaughan, in forwarding the matter to THE JourNAL, wrote that on
receipt of the offer just given, he “was uncertain whether its writer was a knave
or a fool.”

THE ARMY AND NAVY MAGAZINE

THE JourNAL had the Army and Navy Medical Record under investigation
before these two letters were received and, as a result, the following facts seem
to be pretty well established. Herbert C. Lewis, with his brother, Arthur G,
conducted from Washington, D. C, a publication called the Army and Navy
Magazine. In THE JoURNAL's nostrum file there is a booklet put out by the
Renova Distributing Company, describing the wonderful virtues of its product,
“Anti-Jag,” which, as its name might intimate, is a “liquor cure” of the fake
variety. One page of this booklet is given over to what purports to be “A
Letter from a Great Magazine Editor.” The letter is dated June 19, 1900, from
Washington, D. C,, and says that “the editor of the Army and Navy Magazine
takes pleasure in stating that from his own personal knowledge he has found
‘Anti-Jag' to be one of the most reliable medicines ever introduced for the
permanent cure of drunkenness.” And more to the same effect. The letter is
signed “Herbert C. Lewis, editor.” The publishing offices of the Army and
Navy Magazine are at 606 F Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. The building at
this address is known as the Baltic Building. Herbert C. Lewis is said to be
a printer by trade.

The Army and Navy Medical Record seems to have been started within the
last few months by Arthur G. Lewis. It does business from two addresses, the
Baltic Building, Washington, D. C., and the Maple Villa Sanitarium, Hammon-
ton, N. J. Lewis is said to have purchased the Maple Villa Sanitarium recently,
but apparently his chief source of income is the Army and Navy Medical Record.
He is alleged to have claimed that some medical officials of the government are
interested with him in this publication but that these officials do not wish their
names known. We do not blame them.

ADVERTISEMENTS AS EDITORIALS

A glance through two issues of the Army and Navy Medical Record makes
perfectly pldin the character of the publication. The January-February, 1913,
number leads off with articles by well-known medical officers in the Army, the
Navy and the Public Health Service. These have been copied from other pub-
lications. Then comes an editorial entitled “A Much Needed Dietary Reform,”
devoted to the laudation of “Postum,” the widely advertised coffee substitute.
Following this is an editorial on “The Philosophy of Hypnotics” in which acon-
itine, saline laxative and digitalin are each given a “boost.” Then comes an
“original article” (save the mark!) entitled “The Physiological Pathology of
Consumption.” This is by “Alfred S. Gubb, M.D., L.R.C.P., London, M.R.C.S,,

Google



30

Eng., D.P.H,, etc., etc., Aix-le-Bains, Savoie, France.” Two pages are devot
to this, The “joker” appears in the third paragraph from the end—Fello
Syrup of Hypophosphites. Dioxogen receives more than three pages of editori
mention under the caption “The Sterilization of Milk with Dioxogen.” Un
“Another New Electrical Wonder—Magnified Sound,” the “Acousticon” is gi
a two-and-a-quarter page write-up. “What Wise Men Wear” is the title of
four-page article—unsigned—devoted to the laudation of suspensories in gen
and the “O-P-C Suspensory” in particular. Dr. H. F. Boatman, Los Ange
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pear 3:1';“ gratified to advise you that in our efforts to select & strictly
ethiosl and high-grade institution of medicine that this magazine could con-
sistently indorse and recommend, We have decided upon the Univarsity of Yich-
1gan, Department of Medioine and Surgery, as the institution in your terri-
tory to whom our special publicity conceassion wil) be made thie year.

You are doubtlese avare that we come in direot contact rith & very large
numbar of Army and Navy and other Government attaches, also physicians in
private practice, who have sons that they desire to provide with a medioal
siucation, comdined with the higher courses- inclulied in your up-to-date
methois.

For personal reasons, ws are particularly anxious to faver your insti-
tution and frankly believe that we can prove of material service to you.

The special propoaition, to be regarded by you as strictly conﬂdent&al. is
that we will publish a full one-half page announcement of your insticution
for the term of one year, you to marely piy a nominal sxpense charge of
$358.00 for the vears service. As our regular rats is 225,00 per annum

for this service, the necevsi‘y of regarding the matter betwsen oursslvas

1s apparent. We further propose, without expensa to you, to editorlally
indorse ani recommend your institution and 1ts methods without qualifioation
or exception. An slectrotype illustration may ve used, without charge.

Tt 1s important, however, that we hear frox you vromptly. Awaiting
your immediate reply, we are, with best wishes,

Yours faithfully,

THE ARMY AXD ZY IEDICAL_?RD-

AGL?R Managlng EDitor
P.S.-Snmple page a‘tached, atowing
eize, for your information.

Photographic facsimile of a letter sent by the Army and Navy Medical Record to the de:
of University of Michigan, De&)artment of Medicine and Surgery, offering one hundred a
twenty-five dollars’ worth of advertising space for a *‘nominal” thirty-eight dollars—with ed¥
torial indorsement and recommendations thrown in for good measure!

contributes a short article on “A Case of Advanced Pulmonic Tuberculosis
Treated with Injections of Dioradin,” while our good old friend Willard H
Morse, M.D,, “F.S.Sc. (Lond.),” the champion testimonial-giver of the country,
writes more or less entertainingly on “Putting on a Mustard Plaster.”” The
article has nothing to do with mustard plasters but has a good deal to do with
“Zumota,” a nostrum recommended as a substitute for the mustard plaster,
These are but a few of the nostrums to which the editorial and reading pages
of the Army and Navy Medical Record are devoted.
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In the June-July issue, Arthur G. Lewis becomes bolder. The leading article
is entitled “First Aid in the Navy,” by C. F. Stokes, Surgeon-General, United
States Navy. There is nothing to indicate that this article was not contributed
to the Army and Navy Medical Record by its author. As a matter of fact, it
originally appeared in an official publication, the United States Naval Medical
Bulletin for January, 1913, and was reprinted by Lewis without credit and with-
out permission. Following the article by Dr. Stokes is another, unsigned,
entitled “The Passing of ‘The Pie Habit".” This describes the surprise of the
students of Harvard University at being served breakfast cereals instead of pie
it their noon-day meal and suggests that “Shredded Wheat Biscuits” make a
‘delicious dessert.” A two-and-a-half page article on the “Danger of Corrosive
Sublimate in Vaginal Douche” is reprinted from the Lancet-Clinic of Septem-
yer, 1903. The reason for resurrecting this ten-year-old article becomes appar-
'nt before one gets half through it. It deals not so much with the danger of
‘orrosive sublimate as with the marvelous—alleged—properties of Tyree’s Anti-
septic Powder. Dr. Claude C. Keeler, Denver, has a three-page article on the
“Medical Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.” The “medical treatment”
-eferred to is Waterbury’s Compound. An editorial entitled “One Notch Ahead
>f Morphin” is devoted to that vicious morphin solution sold under the propri-
rtary name ‘“Papine.”” Another on “The Treatment of Catarrh by Palliatives
ind Curatives” deals with a widely advertised “patent medicine,” “Kondon’s
Catarrhal Jelly.” What appears to be a contributed article by Charles Wardell
Stiles of the United States Public Health Service on “Country Schools and
Rural Sanitation” has really been “lifted” from an official publication without
redit and, needless to say, without Dr. Stiles’ permission.

But medicinal preparations are not the only things to which the Army and
Vavy Medical Record gives editorial indorsement. All advertising matter,
\pparently, is grist to its mill. Sandwiched in between articles on “Public
Jealth Administrations” and “Important Army Medical Lectures” is a disser-
ation on “The Millenium of Shirt Construction,” in which are sung the virtues
f the tailless shirt! A little farther along the Hawaiian pineapple is extolled,
vhile the last pages of the issue are devoted to various banking concerns.

In addition to the advertisements appearing throughout the reading and
ditorial pages of these two issues of the Army and Navy Medical Record, there
re a number of display advertisements. There is no reason to suppose, at
east in the majority of cases, that the advertisers had the slightest reason to
uspect the nature of the Army and Navy Medical Record. Several pages are
evoted to financial advertisements, there being more than forty banks that
ave “fallen for” the wiles of Arthur G. Lewis. In view of the letters received
y the deans of medical colleges and other educational institutions, the display
dvertisements of schools and colleges have a special interest to physicians.
chools for girls, polytechnics, colleges of music, veterinary, dental and medical
~hools—all are to be found in this cosmopolitan publication.

.

Among the therapeutic products advertised—in the advertising pages—are:

Fellows’ Syrup of Hypophosphites ..............ccoiiiiiiiiin, 1  cover page
Sherman’s Bacterial Vaccines. .....oviviiviiiniiiiiiieionanns 1  page
Kondon’s Catarrhal Jelly .....ccoiiveniiiiiiiiiiieerivniivenenes 1% page
Expurgo Anti-Diabetes ......... .. oottt 14 page
LaXOl v oveerorrooennescosorennsraonnonsaossassssosetsanesnnsns 14 page
Campho Phénique ......ooviiiniinienneieieiniiiiiiiiniiieaens 1% page
Palpebrine . ..ovoviiirt it i e e . veoo % page
ZUMOLA < v veettanenroeenunssesesasssssaeeensasesnssssnarnnas 14 page
SANMELED  « vt ve ettt e e taenerar e ot rnanaeteaeeanan 14 page
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While in the reading pages the following products are puffed:

Tyree’s Antiseptic Powder. Dioxogen.

Waterbury’s Compound. Palpebrine.

Papine. Bannerman’s Intravenous Solution.
Kondon’s Catarrhal Jelly. Daniel’s Concentrated Tincture of Passiflora.
Ranier Natural Soap. Peacock’s Bromides.

Iodia (Battle). Aletris Cordial Rio.

Creo-Derma. Gonosan,

Fellows’ Syrup of Hypophosphites. Digipuratum.

Tannalbin. Dioradin.

Expurgo Anti-Diabetes. Pepto-Fer.

Zumota. - Lactol.

Sulfothen, Campho Phénique.

Summed up: The Army and Navy Medical Record is but another of the
parasites of quackery. It is not entered as second-class matter and it has prob
ably no bona-fide circulation. While it is claimed to be “Devoted to the Inter
est of the Medical and Surgical Corps of the Army and Navy, the Public Healt:
Marine Hospital Service and the Red Cross Society” it is actually devoted u
none of these. It is devoted to the exploitation of the advertising public
Advertising contracts are obtained under false pretenses. In brief, Arthur G
Lewis is using the good name of the various medical services of the Unite
States Government for his own financial gain. He has written letters to hor
orable physicians making dishonest and insulting propositions to deceive arn
mislead the public. Editorial indorsements by the Army and Navy Medii
Record mean nothing except that money has been paid for them.—(Modifei
from The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 25, 1913.) '

“AUTO-HEMIC SERUM”

The following letters are typical of many that have been received asking
for information regarding Dr. L. D. Rogers and his “Auto-Hemic Serum]
This from a physician in New York state:

“Can you give me any information in reference to Dr. Rogers of Chicago, Ill., who h:
an Auto-Hemic Institute?”

And this from Kansas:

“Just received a letter from a Dr. L. D. Rogers, 2812 North Clark St., who is anxiod
to sell me a course in ‘Auto-Hemic Therapy.” \Would you kindly inform me what he has
sell? He did not tell me what it counsisted of; am inclined to believe it is a rank fak
Kindly let me know what The Journal thinks about it. Just what is it? In the letter the
claim that it is practically a panacea for every blood diseasc.”

This from Maine:

“What is Auto-Hemic Therapy? I have a handsome red and yellow circular from t
Ideal Life Extension Press, 2812 North Clark St., Chicago, soliciting subscriptions to the
publication, offering as a bonus this book, ‘Auto-Hemic Therapy’ by L. D. Rogers, A.M|
M.D., LL.D., Chicago, and membership in the American Medical Union.”

THE NATIONAL MEDICAL UNIVERSITY

In order better to appreciate the probable scientific status of “Auto-Hemi
Serum,” it is well briefly to sketch some of the previous activities of i
discoverer, Dr. L. D. Rogers. For many years Rogers was the head and chi
owner of the National Medical University of Chicago, a low-grade school
the “sun-down” variety. The ‘*‘university” is now out of existence and fql
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ome time before it went out of existence was not recognized either by the
oard of health of the state in which it operated or by the boards of the
najority of the other states in the Union. The report of the Carnegie Foun-
lation on medical education had this to say about the laboratory facilities
f Rogers’ school :

“The school occupies a badly lighted building, containing nothing that
can be dignified by the name equipment. There has been no dissecting
“thus far (October to the middle of April, 1909), anatomy being didactically
taught. Persistent inquiry for the ‘dissecting-room’ was, however, finally
rewarded by the sight of a dirty, unused, and almost inaccessible room
containing a putrid corpse, several of the members of which had been
hacked off. There is a large room called the chemical laboratory, its
equipment °‘locked up,” the tables spotless. ‘About ten’ oil-immersion
microscopes are claimed—also ‘locked up in the storeroom. There is
gpt even a pretense of anything else. Classes in session were all taking

ictation.”

The National Medical University

Ofios of the Dons
L D. ROGERS. AM. MD..LLD

WELLS STREEY
ANSIDENCE, 4 DEARBORN AVEMUDN. m::‘-m‘-’; rlg-peghey
WOULS, TILL § A. M. AND $TO AP M. iy

™™ ty
w'm. —— ___M—

L D ROBERD, M. D seewten? WA GUILD. M. D. MEgYARY £ MATMER. ¥ O. Jesssueen
cmisaee. 1tt. o uavmon. sa. wavnenr wrem

AMERICAN CANCER RESEARCH SOCIETY

CANCER RESEARCH Mmk"A-NRY AND HOSPITAL
TELEPHONT NORTH 743 W30 WELLS STREET, CHICAGO AR e

W

EDITOR: L D ROGERS, A. M. 8.D. LL. O. SUBSCRIPTION PRICK $3.00 A YEAR
WES. 546 SURF STREET  TEL LAKE VIEW 1444

iy North American Jonrnal of Homeopathy

The Oldest Homoopathis Pocivdicel in the United Stotes.  Esteblisbed 1852

PUBLISHED BY THR
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF TNE IDEAL LIFE EXTENSION PRESS
AMERICAN MEDICAL UNION 2812 NORTH CLARK STARET

— CHICAGO. Narch 11“92;’“

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of some letter-heads used by L. D. Rogers. The
‘National Medical University’’ is extinct, and for some time we have heard nothing of the
‘American Cancer Research Society.”

Dr. Rogers is, or was, if he is not still, “Permanent Secretary” of the
National Association of Panpathic Physicians”—whatever that is. In fact,
ne of Dr. Rogers’ specialties seems to be the founding of quastmedlcal organi-
ations—organizations, apparently, which may prove useful in the promulgation
f such projects as he may, at the time, be interested in. A few years ago,
Rogers was exploiting a “cancer serum” and, presto, the “American Cancer
Research Society” came into being, L. D. Rogers, president. Soon thereafter
ertain members of the profession were circularized urging them to purchase
hares in the “Cancer Research Laboratory and Hospital,” par value $10.
\pparently, the profession did not invest.

A few years ago, also, L. D. Rogers’ name appeared on the “Faculty” list
f the “American Post-Graduate School,” a concern which granted—on the
1ail-order plan—a long line of sonorous degrees and an equally complete
ne of ornate diplomas.
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THE JAPANESE CONSUMPTION CURE

Then, in 1915, there appeared in the classified columns of certain news
papers the following advertisement:

OOds; 23 ey s,
CO;, Cincingau, -Ohig,
fUBERCULOSIS: New Japanese treatment;
to prove merits and give discovery quick pub-

{ licity will send 10 days’ treatment ffee. DR.
| ROGERS, 546 Surf st., Chicago. R

I'FIOSE, affifcted with :l:ﬁre‘at'y’ feet phould try.

So far as we have been able to learn, Rogers, for some unexplained reaso
did not call into existence out of the vasty deep a “Japanese-American Tubera
losis Research Society,” This consumption cure apparently did of inanitio

Then came the “Auto-Hemic Serum” with its inevitable sequel, the “Nationi
Society of Auto-Hemic Practitioners.” Another adjunct to the serum explo
tation is the North American Journal of Homeopathy, the official organ of th
“Auto-Hemic Practitioners” and of the “American Medical Union” and poss

CHICAGO PAN PATH

A Medical Periodical devoted to the di lon of all di
and all methods of treatment.

Bditer, L. D. Bogers, A. M., M. D. L. L. D.
PUBLISHED WESKLY AT 1426-140 WILLS STREET, CHICAGO
Subscription Price $1.00 & Year

Official srgen of the American Tancer Ressarsh Socisty and ths Ianternstionsl A sscdintien
of Pun-Pathis Physielans

VOL xal SATURDAY, MAY 24, 1913, Ne.:l .,

A NEW SYSTEM OF BLOOD TREATMENT, ‘Tha number and variety of compisints and strange

Py L.D. ROGERS. A. M., M. D. conditions resched end oorrected by this uliqRe

A& lecture deliversd before the fasulty and studsate of treaiment fs surprising, Jo (act they seem unlimited.
She Nationsl Medical University Obioaso, Mey17,1918.  For fnstance, {case No. 6967) & man, aged §2, bed
It was my good '~ ta be obliged to spend for several years in e ball of his fool = hard
the winter gt 2 London and Parls. Jump. Floally, enlarge. it became 80
b nger  irouble; >

The Chicago Pan-Path (Editor, L. D. Rogers, AM.,, M.D.,, LL.D.) was the *“Offic
Organ” of Rogers’ “International Association of Pan-Pathic Physicians, and also of !
“American Cancer Research Society.”

bly of some other “socicties”—hut not representative of homeopathy? The Nor
American Journal of Homeopathy is, of course, an exponent of “Auto-Hem
Therapy,” which consists, according to a description in this publication, of trea
ing the patient with a drop of his own blood “without use of bugs or drugs
However, the advertising pages of the North Amecrican Journal of Homeopatl
are not closed to drugs for we find in those pages such nostrums as:

Ergoapiol (Smith) Sanmetto Peacock’s Bromides
Antiphlogistine Glyco-Heromn (Smith) Neurilla

Sal-Hepatica Cactina Pillets Gray's Glycerine Tonic
Chionia Prunoids

WHAT 1S AUTO-HEMIC THERAPY

What is this new therapy? According to a very lurid poster, it is describe
as “The Missing Link in Medicine”—possibly referring to the ease with whic
one may make monkeys of certain physicians. More specifically, although sti
vagucly, we lcarn:

“It consists in giving the patient a solution made hy attenuating, hemolizing, incubatii
and potentizing a few drops of his or her own blood, and administering it according to
refined technic developed by the author.”
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Elsewhere it is said to consist:

“. . . in taking five drops (or some multiple of five) of blood from a vein and putting

into nineteen times as much sterilized, distilled water, and incubating it at fever tempera.
re for twenty-four hours, and then makmg further dilutions according to the needs of the
se, as can be determined only by a physician skilled in its use.”

Neither of these statements, of course, describes the “refined technic” of
ose “skilled in its use,” but those who are interested can, by sending Dr. L.
. Rogers, “One Hundred Dollars cash-in-advance” get a mail-order course
1 his new marvel.

But if it is rather expensive to learn just how to use “Auto-Hemic Serum,”

does not cost so much to learn what the “serum” will do. Rogers has
ritten a book on the subject, “Auto-Hemic Therapy,” which is used as a
remium for subscriptions to the North American Journal of Homeopathy,
price $5.00 per year, payable in advance.” In the book Dr. Rogers modestly
ssures his readers that he considers his discovery more important than that
f Alexis Carrel, winner of a Nobel Prize,

LAZY SERUM

The New Modifled serum ol and developed by Dr. L. D.
Rogers, (the outgrowth of his experiments upon cancer) has a remarkably invigorating
‘and regulating lnﬂuenu upon every organ and (nncuon. Applieablt in & wide rangs
of abnormal di d in ail d by jcation and poor
blwd luk o( neupenuve power, lowered viullty lou of energy, lhunb-mindodneu

b toxie | i poor ap
constipstion, rheuml'.llm goitre, weak eyes, skin t.muhln. nervousness, ncunlgiu
tomors, irregularities, backward developments mentally and physically,

Some call it the *‘Lasy’’ Serum, because of its wonderful energizing action
upon persons disinclined to work with mind or muscle. Others call it the ' Beauty’’
Serum, because of the remarkable improvement in the complexion that almost invarl-
ably follows within three days after its adminstration.

At present the trestment can be obtained only at the

Tel: North 743 CLINICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY
Hours: 8. m. o9 p. m. 1428 Wells Street, Chicago
“Auto-Hemic Serum” is also dubbed “Lazy Serum,” “Beauty Serum,” etec.

A CURE FOR LAZINESS

One of the chief virtues claimed for this serum is that of developing in the
>atient who takes it an unbounded energy that, apparently, makes him want
.0 work himself to death. In some sensational articles that have appeared in
Sunday editions of newspapers on Rogers’ serum, the stuff has been described
1s “Lazy Serum.” One of the first cases described in the Rogers book is that
»f a young waiter, “a good-for-nothing lazy fellow who would not work and
~vould not pay for medical services” and who was turned over to Dr. Rogers’
‘ree clinic. He was given the serum on Thursday and was told to report
Saturday. He did not return until Monday, his excuse being that “he worked
111 day Saturday until midnight and all day Sunday and felt as if he could work
111 day and all night without rest.” The “case report” ends:

“, . . finally remarking, ‘I feel like a bird’ he flew out of the classroom and we never
saw him again.”

HOUSEWIVES TAKE NOTICE

The next case described is that of a servant girl who had not worked
for a year; within a week after taking the “Auto-Hemic Serum,” “she volun-
tarily beat carpets till she blistered her hands.” Then there was the rooming
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house keeper who had spent more than half of each day in bed. After an
“Auto-Hemic” injection she “discharged her maid and janitor . . . and
did all the work of her twelve room house herself, beating rugs, firing furnace
and carrying out ashes besides doing some of the laundry.” “Case No. 7176
is interesting: A man, generally considered the laziest person in his com-
munity and with a habit of “drinking thirty whiskies a day,” took ‘“‘Auto-
Hemic Serum.” He stopped drinking, shaved himself and changed from *“a
‘bum’ to that of a sober, clean, wholesome, bright and honest workman.” Then
there was the case of the “lady physician” who “took the serum one evening

SOVEMNEN 1T (M

A Wanderful New Blood Treatment.
o that has startled the Medical Warld - B

P

A Solution Made From the Patient's,
Owen Blood That Has Bees
Dubbed the “Lazy Serum” Because
ok I Usuaual Energising
Effectr—Adminustered 1o Prospective
Mothers It Has Given
Waonderful Results Both as s Boon
to Maternity end o an
Apparent Tonic ta the Offspring

T

Of course the “Lazy Serum” made good copy for sensation-seecking newspapers. Here is "\’Iai].

a greatly reduced photographic reproduction of a full-page newspaper article dealing with
Rogers’ “Wonderful New Blood Treatment that has startled the Medical World.”

and the next morning reported that she had the ‘giggles’ all day”; also she
became ‘“more magnetic.” More remarkable still was the case of the young
woman clerk in a retail store who, after taking the serum, “astonished her
employer by volunteering to work overtime.” In the chapter dealing with
“Ills Peculiar to Women” Dr. Rogers details the moving story of a man to
whom the “serum” was given and who reported that “about the third twenty-
four hours after taking it his bowels moved forty times”—nevertheless, “he
felt no exhaustion.”
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In all phases of human activity the serum seems to work wonders. ‘“The
ses are numerous in which the frigidity of both sexes have [sic] melted after
1to-Hemic treatment.” A young married woman with a morbid dislike for
r husband took the serum and within a week “became normal.”” The dis-
verer suggests that in some cases there is no doubt that this serum “would
event divorce” A 40 year old woman who could not endure to wear any
1ists but white or black was able, it seems, after taking the serum to tolerate
veritable Joseph’s coat.

Is, then, “Auto-Hemic Serum” good for everything? Let Dr. Rogers
LSwer:

““Briefly stated, without any great exaggeration, this new modified serum treatment is good
r anything that is the matter with you, provided the cause is not organie, mechanical or
cterial,”

One infers that in the inorganic, mental, spiritual and nonbacterial spheres
e stuff is supreme. But it has its limitations. For instance, Dr. Rogers
ates that he once had “a very troublesome cough which lasted several weeks,
1t did not yield to this serum.” Reaching the conclusion that some other
catment was necessary “he had the bones of his neck ‘adjusted’ and got
imediate relief.”

~ SPECIAL OFFER ————TFREf ——=
AUTO-MEMIC THERAPY — e
R i T e ey

A NEW AND REVOLUTIONARY TREATMENT

I'vwv-u Vowr B it Vs O Ml
Bk B SOCHEL A M AL G

A DROP OF YOUR BLOOD

Wikt Dhrmgs o g

o o A S S s Sl skl & S LA Ay § i
e el L LT S — -
Dot e s Wy apeiens resng e 5t P o W Ut B o sos O

Greatly reduced photographic reproduction of a flamboyant sheet advertising Rogers' book
a1 “Auto-Hemic Therapy.” The sheet was about one foot high and a foot and a half wide,
rinted in blue and red on saffron-colored paper.

AS A COMPLEXION BEAUTIFIER

The serum ‘cannot be made up by the barrel and sold at wholesale or
stail”
“If it could be bottled and stored and sold at retail like a patent medicine, the demand

)r it as a complexion beautifier alone would net the proprietor millions. More than one
erson a few days after taking the treatment has been wrongly accused of painting.”

Should any of THE JourNAL readers decide to take the $100 mail-order
ourse in “Auto-Hemic Therapy” he should realize that even after he has
one so there are certain restrictions in the practice of this “therapy.” In no
ase must he administer “a course of Auto-Hemic Treatment” for “less than
100, paid in advance.” The only exceptions to this rule are “cases of ahsolute
harity, expectant mothers and to persons positively unable to pay that amount.”

by GOL -81@ . _;;.._:;. i
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Furthermore, Dr. Rogers says that for the reputation of his method, as well as
for the good of all concerned, “I insist that the entire fee be paid in advance
and that the course extend over a period of one year whether the patient
needs few or many treatments.”

DOLLARS AND CENTS

For those who do not wish to take the mail-order course, Rogers offers to
prepare individual specimens of the “serum” from blood that is sent to him
by the physician. The cost of this “serum” is $5.00, “in advance,” of course

Still emphasizing the commercial side, “Auto-Hemic Therapy” is especially
recommended to “the general practitioner growing old and the physician whe
is ambitious to build up a creditable and lucrative practice” because “th
health of four people out of five (old or young, whether they consider them-
selves sick or well) taken at random can be improved by this method of treat-
ment”! An Ohio physician was said to have doubled his $3,000 practice it
two years after starting the “Auto-Hemic” method. A Virginia physician i
alleged to have “increased his income $10,000 a year.” A Pennsylvania physi
cian urged by Rogers to send $150.00 for the mail-order course, was assurel
that this “is merely a nominal amount, as most of the doctors have been abl
to get this amount back the first month.”

But enough. The story, were it not for the tragic element that forms the
background, would be amusing. But it is tragic!—(From The Journal A. M. A.
Feb. 14, 1920, with additions.)

CARNEGIE UNIVERSITY—DIPLOMA MILL

The following article describes an imposingly-named “school of drugles
healing”—Carnegie University. This concern gives diplomas and grants degree
for a cash consideration; moreover, it will grant these degrees and diplomas
to individuals even after they have given documentary proof of their unfitnes!
to treat disease. For $50 the degree of “Doctor of Mechanotherapy’” and au
ornate “diploma” was offered to one whose ignorance of physiology an:
anatomy was such that he could not distinguish between the circulation of th
blood in the liver and the digestion of food in the stomach and who did nt
know the difference between a part of the brain and the throat. Think of it
In most of the states of the Union, a man exhibiting this colossal ignorane
of the human body is permitted to treat any disease that flesh is heir to-
provided he does not use drugs. And almost the only ones who protest against
such unchecked malpractice are physicians—who are at once accused of ulterio
motives and charged with persecuting “competitors.”

As such schools exist only for the sale of worthless diplomas and wors
than worthless “courses,” so also the individuals patronizing them do so fo
one purpose and one purpose only—that of engaging in an easy and lucrativ
business. The dominant idea expressed throughout all the catalogues of th
various “colleges” of “drugless healing” is the amount of money that can
made by following this trade. For trade it is—and a disreputable one. Thes
schools are attempting to influence state legislatures to grant them legal recogni
tion. Such recognition once granted, the thousands of sordid ignoramuse
who have purchased the degrees offercd Ly these institutions are turned loos
to work their will on the sick and the suffering. When will the granting o
charters to such worthless and fraudulent institutions cease? The editor ¢
London Truth once stated that it seemed easier to start a university in th
United States than it was to start a grog-shop in Great Britain. And he migh
have added: “or in the United States, either.”
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The greater attention now paid to non-medicinal therapeutics by the medical
srofession has aroused popular interest in these methods of treatment. As
always happens in such cases, quacks and charlatans have been quick to avail
themselves of the opportunities thus offered. Every little while a new “school”
of “drugless healing” comes into existence and attempts to work the public
and, if commercially successful, has the audacity to insist that its methods
shall be recognized by legislative enactment.

The result of this condition has been, and is, that the country is flooded
with incompetent ignoramuses who have not brains enough to become shoe-
blacks, or enough energy to be street-sweepers, but who possess cheaply pur-
chased “diplomas” from some school of “drugless healing” and who hold them-
selves out as competent to treat that most complicated piece of machinery—
the human body. And the tragedy of the whole thing is, that the state instead
of stepping in between the charlatans who conduct these “schools” and the public
that is victimized by their graduates, grants such institutions charters and
empowers them to confer “degrees.”

Alleged photographs of the “Officers, Members of the Board of Regents and Professors
of Carnegie University” as they appear in the “Annual Announcement.” The photograph of
A. I. Stolk, M.D., D.0O., who seems to attend to the business part of the institution, is con-
spicuous by its absence.

The Carnegie University, Wilmington, Del., is a corporation chartered by
the state of Delaware. Affiliated with this “university” is the National
Institute of Mechano-Therapy of New York City, chartered by the state of
New York. According to the “Annual Announcement” the “officers and board
of regents” of the Carnegie University are:

J. J. HomMax VanperHEIDE, PrH.D., M.D., D.O., president of the university.
A. B. Wiersma, M.D., vice-president.

A, I. Stork, M.D,, D.O., treasurer.

J. E. Listorr, M.A,, D.C.,, M.T.D., secretary.

Praivip Konanstamum, Pu.D.,, M.D., D.O., president of the board of regents.
F. T. Des Brisay, B.A.,, LL.B., vice-president of the board of regents.

A. H. Vanperueing, M.A., LL.B,, D.C.L., member of the board of regents.
F. Havyman, M.D., LL.D., Pua.D., member of the board of regents.

Of this imposing list it will be seen that five of the eight men have “M.D.”
ifter their names. A careful search of official records shows no such individuals
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as licensed practitioners of medicine. Of course it is possible—and in the light
of what follows it seems probable—that these enterprising diploma dispensers
have seen fit to confer the degree of doctor of medicine on each other. What
is the use of running a diploma mill unless you can furnish yourself with an
title that may strike your fancy? And judging from the picturesque string of
letters affixed to the names of the “officers and board of regents” these gentle-
men have apparently availed themselves to the full of the favorable opportunity
they have of accumulating “degrees.”

WHAT THE “UNIVERSITY” IS

The following description of the Carnegie University is taken from the
“Annual Announcement” :

“Carnegie University is the oldest and most celebrated institution of learning of
its kind in the United States of America. It was initiated, promoted and financed
by a few of America’s most prominent gentlemen in the financial as well as the pro
fessional world. These gentlemen, knowing the progress that Drugless Therapy
(healing) has made in the last twenty years, and understanding the great future for
this science, saw the necessity of devoting one of the Colleges of a great University
to Drugless Therapy, so that those carnestly desiring to become Drugless Physicians
and Bloodless Surgeons could acquire a thorough and scientific knowledge of the
various sciences which constitute the natural method of healing. The University was
named in honor of Carnegie, the great philanthropist, who has done so much for the
dissemination and promulgation of knowledge and education.”

WHAT IT DOES

We learn from the same announcement that: “By virtue of the power
invested in the University by the government of the State of Delaware, i
gives instruction in all Drugless Arts, Sciences and Philosophies and in any
other Art, Science or Philosophy. It also confers degrees in any Art, Scienct
or Philosophy.” Then follows a list of the numerous “degrees” conferred by
this institution of learning. Here are a few:

M.D. M.A. D.C.
LL.D. Sc.D. M.T.D.
Ph.D. D.O. Ps.D.

AN INVESTIGATION

Being desirous of looking into the Carnegie University more thoroughly, a
member of THE JourNAL staff wrote for a catalogue. In return a five-page
form letter on the stationery of the Carnegie University and signed “A.
Stolk, M.D., D.O., Treasurer,” was received. The letter-head bore half-ton
pictures of Wilmington’'s two largest office buildings on which the word
“Carnegie University” had been inserted to give the impression that thi
institution occupied these buildings. An “Annual Announcement” was als
received (from which quotations have already been given) in which were
glowingly described the possibilities of “Drugless Healing” and the wonderfu
financial success that would follow a “course” of instruction taken at thi
“most celebrated institution of learning.” A number of pictures also were sen
purporting to be the photographs of “Officers, Members of the Board of Regent
and Professors of Carnegie University.” There were photographs, too, o

Google



41

1 handsome building in New York City that was labeled “National Institute
»f Mechano-Therapy, Affiliated with Carnegie University.” Of course, no
such lettering actually appears on this building. Fac-similes of the diplomas
issued by “Carnegiana Universitas” were also received, showing the ornate
splendor of this “magnificently engraved” piece of “white parchment”—*“19 by
24 inches.” The recipient was told that whatever “course” he might take,
‘the degree is legal in every country on the globe and the graduates are
protected by the high standing of the corporation with its immense resources.”

CHANTERED BY THE STATE OF DELAWARE

Collegium .Euii,r.!l:h' xi TOrgeriE Incruentoram
an sing Nedicamentis

QUM IRUS QROKUMN EHERREIE SARUTEN
BA TR | LN i B
- Jaluy Do

o e i gk o s gl et

T Quteapathy

Photographic facsimile of the ornate diploma issued by the Carnegie University. Price,
$50, with or without trimmings.

On the receipt of this matter from the Carnegie University this—the second
—letter was written:
CHicaco, 1rr., Oct. 24, 1911.
CARNEGIE UNIVERSITY,
Wilmington, Del.
Dr. A. 1. StoLk.

Dear Sir:—I1 have read the catalogue you sent me about mechano-therapy. Now I am soon
going back to England where I expect to start an office as a “‘bone setter.” 1 have had a
good deal of experience over here doing massage and have also studied some medical books.
Would you be willing to let me have a diploma of mechano-therapy without having to wait
for the course? I haven't time to take it and I want to leave for London in two or three
weeks, I will pass an examination if you want to send me the questions and T will be willing
to pay for the full course without taking any of the charts, etc. Please let me know the
best you can do.

Yours, truly,

Digitized by GDk Igle Original from
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This plan to purchase a diploma outright was eagerly taken up by the
“University” as the following reply shows:

WiLMINGTON, DEeL., Oct. 27, 1911.
Mr,
Chicago, Il.

Dear Sir:—Enclosed please find examination questions which we desire you to answer at
your earliest opportunity. If this examination proves to be satisfactory to us, we will grant
you the degree of Doctor of Mechano-Therapy upon the conditions mentioned in your letter
of October 24th,

Hoping this may be satisfactory to you, we are,
' Yours very respectfully,
A. 1. Stoix, M.D.,, D.O.,
Treasurer.

The examination questions referred to in this letter were twenty-two in
number and were typewritten on a plain sheet of foolscap under the following
typewritten heading :

CARNEGIE UNIVERSITY

EXAMINATION, MECHANO THERAPY.
(Leading to the degrce of DOCTOR of Mechano Therapy)
Prepared by the BOARD OF REGENTS OF CARNEGIE UNIVERSITY

Lack of space prevents printing all of the questions and the answers given
by the supposed seeker of a diploma. Needless to say the questions were
answered in such a way as to make perfectly plain to anyone that the examinee
was ignorant to a degree and was in no sense competent to treat disease. A
few of the questions asked and the answers given will make this fact clear:

Q.—What is Histology?

A.—Histology is the study of the history of the anatomy and physiology of the body.
Q.—What is Embryology?

A.—Embryology is the study of the new-born baby and how to care for it.

ORWAR M e TELEPHONE S888 OCLUMBUS

National Institute of Mechano-Therapy

Incorporated for $10,000.00. Under the Laws of the State of New York
128 West 66th Street, New York City, U. 8. A.

AFFIIATED WITH

Qarnegie Hniversity
Nauturopathy

“ POUNTAIN HEAD OF ALL THE DRUGLESS SCIENCES *

CHARTERED under the laws of the siate of Delawvare, Incorporated for $ 100,000.00

o o HOMAN VANDERHEIOR, Sw. O., M. O. J. 8 LINTOTT, M. A 0.0, M. T.0.
PASMOENT OF GOTH INSTITUTIONS saonETAnY
A, W, LINTOTT .M. D, O, O. A.1.HOMAN VANDERNEIOR, M. T.0.0. 4.,
VIOE PARSIORNTY TAsssvagn

’“W

Photographic reproduction (much reduced) of the letterhead of the National Institute of
Mechano-Therapy.

Q.—Describe the portal circulation.

A.—The portal circulation is the circulation of the chyle and chyme which is found in
the stomach when the food is being digested. It then goes into the blood to build up the body.

Q.—Describe the fornix.

A.—The fornix is that part of the throat at the back of the tonsils which is affected in
catarrh. An adjustment of the vertebra of the neck will often help it.
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Q.—What is Keratitis? Give course of treatment.

A.—Keratitis is inflammation of the eye. It should be treated by manipulating the muscles
and nerves of the neck and by adjusting the vertebra of the neck. Cold-water bandages
may also be used.

Q.—Give the treatment for Iritis.

A.—Iritis is also an inflammation of the eye and should be treated as described in
Keratitis.

Q.—How would you replace a dislocated lower jaw?

A.—The jaw should be pulled forward or pushed back, as the case may be, and the joint
massaged and adjusted.

Q.—Give Pathology, Etiology, Symptoms and Treatment for Malaria.

A.—Malaria is found in the South and in swampy places. The patienf should be given
massage to make the bowels move and the spine should be adjusted to improve the circulation.
It is also better to have the patient move from a malarial place to where it is dry.

Q.—Why does Mechano-Therapy cure disease? Give Pathological explanation.

A.—1It cures disease because it puts things right that have got wrong. It brings the vital
force to the part that is ill.

Q.—Give Pathology, Etiology, symptoms and treatment for Bronchial Asthma.

A.—Bronchial asthma is very common in damp countries, like England, It should be
treated by massage of the chest and back. Also the vertebra of the middle of the back
should be adjusted. Sometimes cubeb cigareties will help relieve it.

It is not necessary to have a medical education to realize that. a person
making such answers as those quoted above has not the knowledge of
physiology and anatomy usually possessed by the average “eighth grade” public
school pupil. Nevertheless, when these answers were sent in, the Carnegie
University authorities decided that the person sending them had knowledge
enough to be graduated, as the following letter indicates :

WiLMinNGgTON, DEL,, Nov. 4, 1911,
Mr, ———————— .
Chicago, Ill.

Dear Sir:—We herewith have the pleasure to inform you that you have passed your
examination very satisfactory [Italics ours.—Ep.], and that the Carnegie University has
conferred on you the degree of Doctor of Mechano-Therapy. The diploma will be forwarded
to you on receipt of post-office money order of $50, as mentioned in your previous communica-
tion, being the cash price for the entire course.

If you think that you have not sufficient time to receive the diploma at your Chicago
address, and as we presume that you will, before leaving America, arrive In New York City,
you can call at the offices of the National Institute of Mechano-Therapy, 128 West Sixty-
Sixth Street, New York City, and your diploma will he ready. However, if you still have
time to receive the diploma, it will immediately be forwarded to you after the post-office
money order has been received by the Carnegie University., If you cannot call at the
institute, we will forward you your diploma wherever you may be.

You can also communicate with us through our representative in London, Jonathan
Nicholson, LL.D., M.D., 32 Highfield Hill, Upper Norwood, Surrey, England.
Hoping to hear from you as soon as possible, we are,

Yours very respectfully,
A. I. Storx, M.D,, D.O,,
Treasurer.

P. S.—The proper address of our representative in England will be forwarded to you,
because he has just moved to London.

WHAT IT ALL MEANS

All of which means that the Carnegie University exists for the evident
purpose of selling diplomas and granting degrees to such individuals as wish
to engage in the practice of “drugless healing.” Whether the M.D. degree,
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which they claim to grant, can be purchased on the same basis, we do not

know. And this parchment factory has the effrontery to make the following
claim:

“ARE OUR GRADUATES COMPETENT?

“We have given so much thought and time to our system instruction that our
students, when graduated, are able to work entirely on their own responsibility and be
ultra successful as Drugless Physicians, Bloodless Surgeons, Beauty Specialists and
Pedic Surgeons.”

Incidentally, it is worth noting that Carnegie University’s London repre-
sentative, Johnathan Nicholson, LL.D.,, M.D,, is also known—unfavorably—on
the other side. London Truth, which has exposed so many medical and pseudo-
medical frauds, has called attention to Mr. Nicholson on several occasions.
The following quotation from Truth’'s “Cautionary List” gives tersely and
expressively that publication’s opinion of the London representative of Carnegie
University:

NatioNarL CorLrece ofF Erectro-TuerareuTtics, 22, Budge-row and 9, Walbrook, London,
E. C.—The name under which Mr. Jonathan Nicholson practices the art and mystery of
magnetic healing, and having succeeded in humbugging himself into a belief in himself, now
strives to humbug others.

We have said that the answers to the “examination” questions submitted
by this “diploma mill” made perfectly plain to everyone the ignorance of the
individual writing them. Nevertheless only physicians can fully realize the

l
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Here we have a_facsimile of the ‘“‘magnificently engraved diploma, 19 by 24 inches, or
white art parchment” granted by the National Institute of Mechano-Therapy.

tremendous amount of harm that might be done by an individual holding him.
self out as a “drugless healer” whose ignorance of anatomy and physiolog:
is as colossal as that indicated by the “examination” referred to. Yet ii
many states of the Union an individual without even an elementary educatios
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’

and with absolutely no technical training can do business as a “drugless healer’
and carry on his malpractice with impunity so far as the law is concerned.
And should the machinery of the court be set in motion against him the cry
of persecution is at once raised.

The time must come—and, for the safety of the public the sooner it comes
the better—when an enlightened state will not issue charters indiscriminately

to any group of ignorant fakers who choose to organize a “university.”—
(From The’Journal A. M. A., Nov. 18, 1911.)

“GRAND PRIX,” “DIPLOMAS” AND “GOLD MEDALS”

There was a time when the manufacturer who could point to the “Grand
Prix” or the “Gold Medal” his product had been awarded at some exhibition
was considered to have a valuable advertising asset. Possibly there was a
time when medals and prizes were awarded with an eye single to the excel-
lencies of the goods and bore no relation to the amount of money paid by
exhibitors to the organizers of the exhilyition. Possibly there are, even today,
occasional awards to commercial products made on a basis of pure merit, but
they are probably few and far between. The matter which follows throws an
interesting light on this subject.

International €xhibition, Paris, 1914

UNDER THE HIGH PATRONAGE OF:

I The Dirwetor of Geaers! Adminlatrstion.

The Mintsier of Agricelture.

The Prosidest of the Gonrre) Covncil March 1914 The Maver of La Ville de Nouilly.

The Prosiduat of the Musicipa) Councll of Pork. The Prevident of the Touring Cleb of Prance.
The Profeci of the Solun. The Presideat do Spudinst de Fladustrie.

Commuuomt-&mnl MAX KAISER, Esq.. 24, HOLBORN, LONDON, E.C.

Tebashone 178 Holbors-
A DA

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the letter-head of the stationery on which Max
Kaiser offers to ‘“‘make certain' that those who exhibit their products under his direction—
price, $400—shall receive a Grand Prix or Gold Medal.

Wi ithin the past two months manufacturers have received a letter on the
stationery of the “International Exhibition, Paris, 1914.” The letter came from
the “Commissioner-General” of the exhibition, one Max Kaiser, 24 Holborn,
London, E. C. Here it is:

“Dear Sirs:—I beg to draw your attention to the great INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of Ali-
mentation, Pure Food, Hygiene, Beverages, Drugs and Allied Trades, which will be held at
Paris in f\t[arch, 1914, inviting you to partake with your manufacture at this INTERNATIONAL
exHIBITION. I beg to point out that the aim of this Exhibition is to introduce Foreign Manu:
factured Goods, Proprietary Articles, Patents, etc., to the French and Foreign Markets, and
open up or extend new channels for such goods.

“A Commercial Office at the Exhibition Building under the Commissioner General's own
supervision, with well-trained staff, will do everything required in the interest of Exhibitors
such as effect sales by circularizing, or inviting buyers to call at your particular stall to judge
for themselves the merits of your Exhibit, and in this way bring the American Manufac-
turers in direct touch with the Foreign markets and the Buying Public.

“This Commercial Office will also negotiate with the Representatives on your behalf; at
the same time undertaking to arrange your Exhibit, suppli: all necessary fittings, decoration,
the display, maintenance, repacking and returning of the Exhibit, and also to represent you
before the Public and Jury in such a manner as to make certain that your Exhibit shall be
awarded first honors (GRAND PRIZE OR GOLD MEDAL),

“You will understand that such an award obtained at this INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION means
an everlasting advertisement as an official acknowledgement and convincing proof to the
Superior Quality of your goods, and will certainly put you in front of your competitors on
the home market, and naturally increase your sales considerably.
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THE PARIS GOLD MEDAL

The Valuable Award Presented to Bliss Native Herbs at
the International Exposition in Paris, France.
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According to Max Kaiser, the exploiters of “Bliss’ Native Herbs” were “represented” t
him at the “International Exposition” and obtamned a “Grand Prix” and a “Gold Medal
The Bliss concern, of course, makes capital out of the ‘“‘awar ,"" as shown above. This is
reduced photographic reproduction of a page from a booklet sent out by the Bliss concern,

The New York Institute of Science (see index) was a fraudulent concern which grofesse_
to sell a mail-order course of instruction on how to attain *“‘magnetic influence” and ‘hypnoti
ower.” It mulcted the public out of $1,500,000 before the federal government put it out o
usiness, The Exposition Intewnationale, 1909‘, may be judged by the fact that it awarded th
fraudulent New York Institute of Science a “Grand Prize,” “Gold Medal” and “Diploma ¢

Honor”1
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“I might mention here that many a big business has been built up and small concerns
been prominently brought to the notice of the Public by Exhibiting. In many cases I have
been able to interest Authorities and Reigning Houses in Exhibits under my care, and I
have opened up or extended markets for firms Exhibiting under my direction,

“I enclose herewith a list containing some of the most prominent American and English
Firms whom I have represented at European Exhibitions and for whom I have achieved
splendid results.

“I could arrange your Exhibit for the amount of $400, to be paid one-half on allotment
and the balance on receipt of an award (Grand Prize or Gold Medal).

“Trusting that this will be of interest to you, I shall be pleased to receive your reply by
return mail, and give you any further particulars you may desire.

Yours faithfully,
Tue CommMissioNEr GENERAL,
(Signed) Max Kaiser,

The list Mr. Kaiser enclosed with his letter was a printed sheet, giving the
names of a number of American and British manufacturers whom Kaiser claims
to have “represented” at various “International Exhibitions.” The majority of
the concerns named are breweries, but there is a good sprinkling of “patent
medicine” companies and a few miscellaneous manufacturers. In the American

/ /-»J-

e RN
] EXPOS 0 INMATION
| B 1 5 .Ggé%gﬂlgl "MODERN ‘.‘-’.EJ

“il Diplome . Molle » O
— b Gotone Gmpany

¢ y
el s e LT

“Certone,” we are asked to believe, is the “greatest discovery in the world” for making
skinny individuals “plump and pleasing.”” “‘Certone will give you FPURE, RICH, BLOOD,
STRENGTH, VIGOUR, NEW LIFE . . .” No wonder the Certone Company got a ‘“Gold Medal”
and “Diploma™ from the “International Exposition” at Paris!

list there are two nostrum concerns named that will be more or less familiar
0 our readers. They are:

Alonzo O. Bliss Company, Washington, D. C. This company sells “the
Great Blood Purifier, Kidney and Liver Regulator” known as “Bliss’ Native
Herbs.” According to Max Kaiser, the Alonzo O. Bliss Company obtained one
Grand Prize and one Gold Medal.

Waterbury Chemical Company, Des Moines, Jowa. This company exploits
vhat used to be known as “Waterbury’s Cod-Liver Oil Compound,” but is now
-alled “Waterbury’'s Compound.” Kaiser states that the Waterbury Chemical
Company received four Grand Prix and four Gold Medals.

Briefly, the proposition submitted by Max Kaiser is this: For $400 he will
nake all arrangements for a manufacturers’ exhibit at one of the numerous
‘International Exhibitions.” Further, he practically guarantees that this exhibit

GO« Sle UN :— .
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will receive either a “grand prize” or a “gold medal”; in fact, the manufac-
turer need not complete the payment of Kaiser’s charges until the prize or
medal has been awarded!

“Stuart’s Plaster Pads,” now called “Plapao Pads,” is a piece of adhesive plaster sold a:
a “cure” for rupture. In addition to usin% as an advertising dodge a fake analysis from a
self-styled chemist (who sells alleged ‘‘analyst’s certificates”—price, $5.00), the Stuart con
cern attempts to make capital out of *“diplomas,” ‘gold medals,” and a “Grand Prix"
awarded by the “International Expositions” of Rome and Paris. Here are reproduced the
“gold medal” from Rome and the “Grand Prix” from Paris!

The value of “awards” obtained in this way is, of course, evident. As the
public becomes better informed on the subject of international exhibitions, the
grand prix, gold medals, and other “awards” made at such exhibitions will be
appraised at their true value—(From The Journal A. M. A., March 4, 1914,
with additions.)

THE HILLSIDE COMPANY OF S. W. STAADS

A Nebraska physician writes:

“I am enclosing a letter from the Hillside Company which was sent to me by a clergymasn
friend of mine, whose letter I also enclose. These letters are self-explanatory and you have
his permission to make use of them if you care to do so.”

The letter from the doctor’s ministerial friend reads in part:

“I enclose a letter for your inspection. I don’t know where that institution got my name,
but I believe they want to soak a poor preacher.”

The enclosure itself is a mimeographed letter on the stationery of the Hill-
side Company, Sioux City, Iowa, and is signed “Dr. S. W. Staads.” It i
written in German and the first paragraph reads:

Dear Friend:—It will be of interest to you, as it will be to every friend of suffering
humanity, to know that German physicians have succeeded in their investigations to the exten
that they have been able to prepare remedies that have cured the most difficult cases of cancer
without operation. In fact, also patients who had been operated on in vain or who had
received roentgen-ray or radium treatment without success have been completely cured
Through reading German medical literature and the kindness of my medical friends in
Germany, I became familiar with these remedies a number of years ago, and I have now
been positively assured that the rights to these remedies for the whole United States will b
turned over to us under certain conditions. Enormous prospects are thus opened up to us
On the one hand, this means a great boon for the cancer patients in our country, and, or
the other hand, such a concession for the whole United States means untold profits for us
All physicians would gladly seize the opportunity if they knew of a cancer remedy that hac
been authoritatively approved.”
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The letter then states that it is the purpose of the Hillside Company to
send a representative to Germany “to draw up the necessary contracts” which
will doubtless result in the shares of the company rising considerably. In the
meantime, this wonderful opportunity is given the “friends and acquaintances”
of Staads to get in on the ground floor: shares in the Hillside Company at
$10 per share! Furthermore, Staads declares himself ready at the request of
the purchaser to buy back these shares within two years of the date of issuance
at the price paid for them and, in addition, assures the purchaser a profit of
20 per cent. “Ich erklire mich bereit auf Wunsch diese Shares zwei-Jahre nach
Ausstellungsdatum, zum selben Preise zuriick zu keufen und dass dieselbew
dann 20% eingebracht haben sollen.”

Any one who wishes to accept this “absolutely safe offer” (“absolut sichere
Anerbieten”) must fill out the enclosed subscription blank and send it, with.
cheque, no later than May 25. “War Savings Stamps and Liberty Bonds will
be accepted in payment at price we receive for them.”

The Hillside Company is, apparently, a family affair, with S. W. Staads,
president, his son-in-law, vice president, and his son (a chiropractor, it is
said) secretary and treasurer. The company is reported to be a “trust estate”
with an authorized common stock of $200,000 and an authorized preferred
stock of $150,000. How much capital has been paid in has not been learned.

THE HILLSIDE COMPANY
soo P LaT.BULDING  Tytun Ceés Poastatempels.
Sown Qrrv. towa

Werter Freund!

Es wird Sie, wie jeden Preund der leiderden Menschheit, in-
teressieren zu wissen dass es dem Forschen drutscher Artte g;::ungen

Nochmals meinen Freunden ratend: Kauft vor dem 25. . We
diese Gelegenheit micht wieder kehrt, verdleibe herzliohst grilssend,

e, oS & W Staado.

Dr. 8. ¥, Staads.

gws-E.

Photographic facsimile (reduced) of the opening and closing sentences of the letter of
S. W. Staads in the latest attempt to sell stock.

SOME EDUCATIONAL DATA

S. W. Staads’ name appears in each issue of Polk’s Medical Directories
from 1900 until 1917, inclusive. In each case it is a display announcement
giving the alleged educational and professional qualifications. In the directories
for 1900, 1902 and 1904 Staads is given as a graduate of the “German Medical
College of Chicago, Ill., 1892” and of the “Independent Medical College,
Chicago, 1899.” The “German Medical College,” long since out of existence,
was during its brief span repeatedly characterized by the Illinois State Board
of Health as a fraudulent diploma mill. It was operated by one Johann Malok
who, according to the Illinois State Board of Health, “profited by the wide-
open incorporation laws of Illinois to the extent of securing charters for a
brood of fraudulent diploma-selling institutions.”” The “German Medical Col-
lege” was not chartered until Dec. 28, 1891; Staads was “graduated” in 1892!

The “Independent Medical College” was a fraudulent Chicago diploma mill
whose charter was revoked by the Supreme Court of Illinois in 1899—the year
of Staads’ “graduation.” The directory for 1906 and all subsequent issues
contain no reference to Staads’ “graduation” from the “Independent Medical
College”; Staads still claims graduation from the “German Medical College.”
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In the same notices in Polk’s directories we find Staads is also a “D. P.
Chicago School of Psychology, 1897,” and a “B. S. Chicago Seminary of
Science, 18991’ In addition, he claims a “special course Chicago Homeopathic
Medical College, 1897, and “Pratt’s Course of Orificial Surgery” over 2
period of years commencing with 1898 and adding to these years with each
subsequent édition of the directory. Of Staads’ membership in medical organ-
izations the directories showed: .

Member American Institute of Homeopathy.

Missouri Valley Homeopathic Medical Association.
Hahnemann Medical Association of Iowa.

Sioux City Homeopathic Medical Society.

American Association of Orificial Surgeons.

Hon. Member Nebraska State Homeopathic Medical Society.

The directories also gave Staads as “Staff Surgeon, German Lutheran Hos-
pital, Sioux City, and Lecturer to the German Hospital Training Schoo,
Sioux City, Iowa.”

In the spring of 1911, following a discussion in THE JOURNAL regarding the
“fee splitting” evil, a physician sent in a letter that he had received from
Staads. The opening sentence of the letter called attention to the alleged fad
that Staads limited his “work to surgery and gynecology exclusively” and
that he would “be pleased to take care of any surgical cases” that might be
sent him. Later in the letter Staads said:

“Should a physician be paid for taking an operative case to a surgeon, and for bis
assistance in such cases, and for the responsibility and work he shares? He certainly is
entitled to such recompense.”

Whether this was a cryptic reference to the secret division of fees, we
do not know; the physician who rcceived the letter evidently thought that
it was.

THE SANITARIUM COMPANY

The Hillside Company is not the first stock-selling scheme of Staads’ that Ta:
JourNaL has felt impelled to bring to the attention of its readers. In this
department for March 15, 1913, under the title “Another Get-Rich-Quick Scheme.
the “Sanitarium Company” of Sioux City, Iowa, was dealt with. The Sani
tarium Company had for its president S. W. Staads. Its alleged object was
“to manufacture and sell medicines for humankind and animals, chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, infant and invalid foods, health coffees, to build and main-
tain a Sanitarium, etc.”—a fair sized order. German-American preachers and
physicians were circularized, and a return of “2214 per cent. on your money’
and, in some instances, 35 per cent. was promised to those who would invest

The prospectus declared that the Sanitarium Company had closed a contract!
with a German drug concern which would give it the exclusive right “®
manufacture all of their products as medicines, chemicals, foods, etc., which
have a tremendous sale in Europe.” Nor was this exclusive concession limited!
to the United States: it took in also Canada, Cuba, the West Indies, Mexico,
Philippine Islands, and practically all South America. As the prospectus!
naively said:

“You will admit that with such large territory and such excellent preparations which
have a great reputation where known, we have a wonderful future full of the wvery best
opportunities. When thoroughly ecstablished in the United States through wide advertising
to the physicians, druggists and the laity, we will gradually have to open branches in Canada,
Mexico, Cuba, South America, the Philippines, etc. Have you any conception of the wonder
ful possibilities of such work? Just think what it mecans to have thousands of physicians
and druggists as shareholders as we intend to get! All sharcholders are entitled to 10 per
cent. discount for cash on any direct purchase of our goods not marked net, and on bills
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incurred at the proposed Sanitarium. A 10 per cent. discount means a good deal to the
dispensing physicians and druggists, and rest assured, they will gladly buy from us all they
can and recommend our preparations. Does not that stand to reason? And that alone spells
success,”

In addition, it was claimed that a large house had been bought in a neigh-
boring city (Cedar Rapids); this was going to be remodeled and turned into
a “Hospital-Sanitarium.” This institution, said the prospectus, would have an
advantage over all others in the United States in that it would be the only
one in which patients would be able to get the medicinal preparations made
by the German concern whose exclusive rights the Sanitarium Company had
obtained! As a subsidiary of the Sanitarium Company was the Physio-
Chemical Company, which put out a line of “patent medicines.” These facts
and others were given in detail in THE JourNAL's article which, in closing,
expressed wonder as to “how many physicians or ‘Dear Reverends’ would
really invest good money in such a crudely and baldly exploited scheme.”

The present scheme is just as crude and bald. In order to get preachers
and others to send in their Liberty Bonds or their money Staads would have

Wicrctor

im .,,f’;'..%s.,,,,, The Sanitarium COMPanY s s.v.suse o

Dr. 8. 8. Hoaking, B.:%rdf,
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Werter Derr Paftor!
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Reproduction (reduced) of the opening sentence of the letter sent out in 1913 to preachers.

them believe that he can get the exclusive right to some made-in-Germany
nostrums that will cure “the most difficult cases of cancer.”—(From The Journal
4. M. A, July 8, 1922.)

THE HOME HEALTH CLUB

The medical mail-order quack’s most valuable asset is his mailing list and
obtaining this list is his greatest item of expense. David H. Reeder, one time
of Laporte, Ind., but now of Chicago, has solved the problem in a way which
makes up in ingenuity what it lacks in frankness. David H. Reeder is the
president and, apparently chief owner, of the “Home Remedies Company,”
originally of Laporte, Ind., now at “Cottage Grove Avenue, opposite Fiftieth
Place, Chicago.” The company is a “patent medicine” concern that sells its
remedies on the mail-order plan. The “Home Health Club” has its headquar-
ers with the Home Remedies Company but advertises its address at “5039
Cottage Grove Avenue, Chicago.” The “founder” of the Home Health Club
ind the author of the “Club Books and Lectures” is David H. Reeder.

Reeder ! poses—in print—as a physician. A careful search of all available
ecords, and they are extensive, fails to show that Reeder ever was graduated
)y a medical college or ever was granted a license to practice medicine by any
tate. In the past, Reeder has not hesitated to put “M.D.” after his name;

1. Reeder's connection with the so-called Children’s National Tuberculosis Society was
eferred to in THE JOURNAL oF THE AMERICAN MEpicaL AssociaTioN, Sept. 11, 1915, A
eprint of the matter will be sent on receipt of a two-cent stamo.
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more recently he has become wary. Volume I of the Home Health Club was
written, according to the title page, by “David H. Reeder, M.D, PhD”,
Volume III of the Home Health Club had for its author, according to the title
page, “David H. Reeder, D.O., Ph.D.”

Reeder’s business is the selling of (1) alleged health books (with a “Cer-
tificate of Membership” in the Home Health Club thrown in) and (2) “patent
medicines,” both on the mail-order plan. Reeder has worked out a novel idea
for getting his customers. He has eliminated the chief item of “overhead
expense” usually inseparable from the mail-order business, that of paying for
advertising space. His scheme is to write to certain newspapers offering to
furnish free “copy” for a “Health Department,” to be conducted under the title

Privetw Omvepunionm of
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LaPorte, Indiana, U, S. A.

R Kome Health Gliub. oo

&stablished 1898 DR. DAVID H REEDER

— Foundst of the Cinb, outher of the
The Laigonr ond Msst Inflnantiol Hoolth Ocganisation Clob Bosks snd Lostorus.

GRANDMOTHERS
HERD REMEDIES
MODERN HOME REMEDIES ETC.

Some letter-heads of the ‘“Home Health Club” and the “Home Remedies Company’® wher
these were operated at Laporte, Ind. “Dr.” David H. Reeder calls himself “founder’ of the
“club,” and he is president of the ‘“patent medicine” concern.

“Home Health Club.” To allay the suspicions that would, naturally, arise i
the minds of those editors to whom such an offer came, the Home Health Clul
explains how it is able to furnish free “copy” for the newspaper. It asks tha
the “service” offered be given credit to the club “by name and address.” Con
tinuing, the letter to the editor says:

“Through this publicity inquiries are brought directly to the club which promotes the sal
of the books, compiled and reprinted from the lectures in various papers to which they a
furnished. These sales amply cover the expenses of the organization which explaing ho
the club is enabled to provide you the matter free.”

Notice that no reference is made to the “patent medicine” side of the ente
prise. The sale of books alone is given as the excuse for furnishing fre
“lectures.”

HOW IT WORKS

The way in which Reeder’s scheme works out may best be explained 1\

detailing some specific cases. A young woman wrote to Reeder giving 1
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‘he Home l
Health Club .

By DR. DAVID H. REEDER,
Chicago, 111

Do it Now.—~That seems to be -a
queer heading for a talk on health,
but those of you wWho know me best
know there is generally a . reason.
Here it i8 :—

One of the readers of the Home
Health Club was impressed with the
fact that I always advise prompt
action when dangerous conditlons
are suspected; so When a pain in her
breast Lecame evident, she carefully
examined to find the cause.

To her surprise she found a lump of
considerable size. At once she sought
her club book, and under the head-
ing of “Ca cer of the Breast” found
a description of just such a lump.
Quite as promptly she applied the
.[simple home treatméNt described, and
in a reasonable time the lump and
the pain had nearly disappeared. The
fact that {t did not entirely disappear,
however, caused her to worry, and as
that wouid not do at ali she wrote for
more specific directions, which 1 was
very glad to give. The lump was not
‘la  cancér. hut if nothing had been
done I am quite sure that within &
year the diagnosis would have been
uyite definite.

not advise that yo

i

the eye. It is per-
fectly safe and very efficient.

All readers of this publication are
at Hiberty at all times to write for in-|
formation pertaining to the subject of
healh. Address ail ‘tommunlications
to the Home Health Club, 5,039 Cot-.
tage Grove avenue, Chicago., IiL, !
U.S.A., with name and address in full;
and at least four cents in postage. ]

To obtain a “sucker list” for his mail order
patent-medicine” business, Reeder offers to
irnish newspapers with ‘“copy’ for a ‘health
epartment” on the understanding that all
\quiries are turned over to him. Here 18 a
imple of the ‘“‘copy.” ’
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details but stating that she was “weak
and run down” and asking for advice.
Reeder replied in a letter replete with
platitudes regarding diet and exercise
and suggested that the girl purchase
“Home Health Club Book Vol. 1,”
price $1, and carefully observe the
directions given therein. For a tonic,
Reeder recommended “Re-New-U,”
which, he declared, “is excellent”:
“Its influence upon the stomach, the liver,
the bowcls and the kidneys, as well as heart
is the very best and I believe that it will be
just the thing for you to take. It is sold
under the name of Re-New-U by the Home

Remedies Company at the price of $0.50 per
box, $2.50 for six boxes.”

Enclosed with the letter containing
these recommendations was a descrip-
tive price list of the Home Health
Club publications. The correspondent
was told that every purchaser of
Volume 1 receives “a Certificate of
Corresponding Life Membership.” The
day following the receipt of this letter
and advertising brought the young

woman a letter from the Home
Remedies Company.
It is worth noting, here, that

Reeder carefully avoids letting the
public know that there is any connec-
tion between the Home Health Club
and the Home Remedies Company.
The Home Health Club’s address is
always given “5039 Cottage Grove
Avenue, Chicago,” while the advertis-
ing matter of the Home Remedies
Company bears the address “Cottage
Grove Avenue, opp. Fiftieth Place.”

“PATENT MEDICINES” BY THE SCORE

The letter from the Home Remedies
Company contained “patent medicine”
advertisements galore. The first one
described, for Abscesses, costs $2. No.
4 for “Ataxia Locomotor” costs but
50 cents. The eleventh on the list is
for Cancer and is priced at $2.. The
one for Cataract comes at $1, while

Cold Feet” may be cured for 50 cents. No. 42 for Insanity is another half-dollar
reparation while No. 52 for Prostatitis costs $3. There is “Nocturnia” for
unnatural losses, drains and weaknesses,” which “Restores Virility, Strength
nd Efficiency,” price, postage prepaid, only $2 a bottle! And “Grandmother’s
ile Cerate” at 50 cents a tube must be considered cheap, as a “relief and cure”
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of any form of hemorrhoids. “Re-New-U" as the company’s piéce de résistance,
is, of course, played up to the limit; it will give you “Health, Vigor and Vim."
In order that you may look as young as “Re-New-U” will make you feel, it is
recommended that you use “Cutola,” “which enables you to defy old age.” For
Cutola:

“., . . would restore freshness and youthful appearance to the face of an old Arizona
Indian.” _

Those who, like Ponce de Leon, are seeking something in this line should
send in a “Combination Order: 6 Boxes of Re-New-U and 3 Bottles of
Cutola, $5.”

MAIL~-ORDER. CURE FOR PILES

Another case: A man writes in to Reeder asking him what can be done for
a long standing case of hemorrhoids. No details are given regarding the case
but Reeder comes back with all the glib assurance of ignorance:

“I believe that your case of piles can be entirely cured without having to resort to an
operation.”

“Certificate of Membership' in the Home Health Club, which goes with every purchase of
Vol. I of the club books—price $1.00.

As to the cause of the condition Reeder opines that “the bowels have ven
much to do with it,” which sounds reasonable, For treatment:

“You will find in Home Health Club book, Vol, 3 much upon the subject that woul
enable you, if observed, to successfully treat yourself at home. The price of the Vol. 3 i
$2.00.”

Further, Reeder suggests that the gentleman suffering from piles “secur
and use internally a preparation of tissue foods”

“The Home Remedies Co., Cottage Grove Ave., Opp. 50th Place, this city, handles ther
under the name of Modern Home Remedies and I will ask them to send you some circular
describing them.”

The vision of Dr. Jekyll Reeder of the Home Health Club asking Mr. Hyd
Reeder of the Home Remedies Company to send some advertising circulars t
a sufferer from hemorrhoids is a touching one. But this was not all. Reede
recommends also that a 50-cent tube of “Grandmother’s Pile Cerate” be pur
chased. This “will aid in putting the trouble under control but in order to gai
the best results further measures are needed.” The “further measures” are
set of “Weirick Rectal Dilators,” price $3, sold, of course, by the Home Rem
edies Company.
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CURING CANCER WITH “TISSUE SALTS”

But there is a darker side to the Reeder brand of quackery. One young
woman wrote to Reeder describing a case of carcinoma of the breast. Reeder
replied :

“From what you mention of your mother’s condition I am inclined to think that the
trouble may be one of Cancer of the Breast, and although such cases are considered quite
severe by many physicians, they are not at all incurable. There are many who have been
fully restored to health without surgery, just by following the Home Health Club method of
treatment, as described in the Volume 2 under the heading, ‘Breast Cancer." I will suggest
that you procure this book for your mother, and see to it that she carries out the different
suggestions given therein. By so doing I predict good results. The price of Volume 2 is
stDU.!I

Dy DavidHReeder
Founderof the ome Health Chub

Home Health, the “official organ” of the Home Health Club. The advertising pages are
levoted to the exploitation of the nostrums of the Home Remedies Company.

For this case Reeder recommended the “tissue remedies” for cancer sold by
he Home Remedies Company, price $2, and declared that “Grandmother’s
[umor Remedy,” also sold by the Home Remedies Company, price $2, was “of
rreat value for external use in cases of this kind.” A nice business forsooth.

Any man who declares that many women with cancer of the breast have
een fully restored to health without surgery falsifies. If he does this know-
ngly, and for the purpose of selling some wretched nostrums, he is a scoun-
irel; if he falsifies unknowingly, from the depths of abysmal ignorance, he is
. dangerous quack.
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CATCHING THE WOMEN

Much more could be written of the Home Health Club and the Home Rem-
edies Company and other activities of David H. Reeder, did space permit. It '
would be interesting, for instance, to describe the devious methods by which
the Home Remedies Company has exploited women. Take these excerpts from |
a letter sent out by the concern to a woman:

“While the scope of our ministrations are manifold, our chief aims are the alleviation
and cure of relative diseases of the ovaries and womb and its appendages; Leucorrhoes, .
Prolapsus, Ulceration, Engorgement, Painful and Profuse Menstruation. . . . Al replies
will be held sacred, thus availing the most duﬁident and reticent of a guaranteed means whereby
a perfect cure for each and all of women’s ailments can be accomplished in the sanctity of
kome.”

Reference, too, could be made to the attempt on the part of Reeder to sel
stock in his “patent medicine” concern. The prospectus sent out was of the

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL QUESTION BLANK
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Every mail-order medical concern has its ‘‘diagnosis blank.” Here is a infniature repro
duction of the onc used by the Home Remedies Company.

classic, “blue sky” type. After stating that Reeder started in with an original
investment of $4.60 and that the business had been developed until it was worth
$126,000, doing a cash business of over $50,000 annually with net profits of 16
per cent., the prospectus declared that the company needed an additional $100,
000 “to further advertise and push the sale of our Remedies, Foods, etc.” There
is the inevitable reference to fortunes made in the “patent medicine” business.
and the cases of “Bromo Seltzer” and “Warner’s Safe Cure” are cited, pre-
sumably for the purpose of exciting the cupidity of the prospective investor.
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THE HOME HEALTH CLUB VOLUMES
It would be possible to show by quotations from some of the Home Health
Club volumes Reeder’s ignorance of even the fundamental truths of medical
science. One quotation must suffice. Reeder solemnly assures the public,
through one of his books sold as recently as October, 1915, that:

“Thirty-six cases of diphtheria developed in one school in Chicago by the leakage of sewer
gas into a hot-air pipe.”

In common with his kind Reeder does not omit an opportunity to black-
guard the professions of medicine and pharmacy. In describing himself and
his methods—as a physician, not as a “patent medicine” dispenser—he says:

“. the druggists do not love me; the undertaker does not know me, and I miss

his influence and my rebate; my patients have a quiet time; my bills, unfortunately, are small;
can’t get rich very fast; I don’t have the advantage of swelling my hill for probate, for my
patients are never too sick to keep tally on the number of visits.”

The matter sent out by the Home Health Club, whether it be the so-called
Home Health Club volumes, letters of “advice,” Home Health, the alleged
official organ of the Home Health Club or what not, has for its final object
the exploitation of the nostrums sold by Reeder under the name of Home Rem-
edies Company. The business is one of deception, misrepresentation and
trickery. The newspapers are deceived into accepting the Home Health Club
copy, the public is deceived by leading it to believe, inferentially, that there is
no connection between the “patent medicine” concern—the Home Remedies

- Company—and the Home Health Club itself. Reeder’s writings stand as mon-
uments to his ignorance and his methods indicate a disregard for elementary
truthfulness and common honesty.—(From the Journal A. M. A., Dec. 11, 1915.)

Reeder Arrested.—In September, 1918, the Department of Registration and
Education of the State of Illinois arrested Reeder for violation of the state
medical practice act in practicing medicine without a license. Reeder, who was
fimed $25 and costs, is alleged to have informed the court that he was leaving
[llinois for Indiana, his home state.

THE “HOME MEDICAL ADVISER” TO DATE

A modification of the old “free chromo with every pound of tea” scheme
has been worked for the past few years in the sale of books of the “home
medical adviser” type. The system is one of wide distribution and is operated
under various names as well as from various cities.

The plan generally seems to be to have agents go out from various centers
selling a pretentious looking volume. The book, or books, for there are appar-
ently more than one, go under various names, having been sold under such
titles as “Medicology,” ‘“Domestic Medical Practice,” “Health and Longevity,”
“Library of Health,” etc. Sometimes they come in a single volume of about
1,500 pages and one-half foot thick; in other instances, apparently, they are
prepared in two-volume form. Such specimens as have been brought or sent
to this office indicate that these imposing tomes are printed from stereotypes
that have seen better days. In at least one instance the matter seems to be made
up largely from a book published over thirty years ago. This book, while
written by men of standing and containing matter of value and interest to
the public, was never prepared with the slightest idea on the part of  the
authors that it would be revamped and used as a premium for an alleged free
medical treatment.
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DOMESTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY

Each purchaser of the “health book” is given a very official-looking certifi-
cate which is said to entitle him and his family “to the privileges of Health
Protection, Medical Advice, Consultation, Health Advice, and Prescriptions at
the office of the consulting Physician without any extra charge or fee whatso-
ever for such services, for a period of two years from date of this Certificate.”
The business is done by agents who, before going forth on their errand,
memorize a line of “patter” to unload on prospective victims. Here is part of
the “Demonstrators Talk” which is said to have been used by those who
attempted to sell “Domestic Medical Practice”:

THE DEMONSTRATOR'S “PATTER”

“Good morning! You received a circular from the Domestic Medical Society? That is
too bad, you should have had one! I’ll take your name and address and have one mailed
you free. Your name is what? Your initials are what? Your number is what?”

“Our object is to help stop the spread of contagious diseases. You know that there
would not be any scarlet fever, diphtheria, or even consumption if people knew how to
revent them. Isn’t that so? It requires one minute’s explanation and costs you nothing,
ou can spare one minute, can't you? I'll] just step in and explain it to you.

IDERTIFICATION
Net Transberable DOMESTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY Yemtification mecener?
CONSULTING COUPON
This Coupon eutitles and entire family to the benefits
and services of the Domestic Medical Society free of charge as d above, if p d at office of
Consulting Physicians within two years from date.
NORTH MDE BOUTH siDE . JAMES MORRIS, LP.ACRD
DR. G. COHEN DR. HARRY E WALSH s mm::nn-
4025 Sheriden Road 5058 Wentworh Ave. |N7°:l ‘/ela:_Av—
Tolnphane Labs Vi 883 Oficr Hows Bin 104 . 7w 4 g me Lo
Oliue Hows oot 9o m_ b0 8 g m. TN TRSsm nlmdlndp s
Phoss Dore 209 Sendogn, 116w | p o
. Td Hunbuis 19
L A GORHAM, O.D. M. D. THAYER, M. D. DENTISTS
194 W 11349 Michigsn Avesse R
‘estern Avewas Hame 11361 Prairie Avessa FAINLESS DEWTISTS
Howr Wok od Sut. 710 9 Phoat 52 W. P, 120 Sowth Scete Sweet
ol Hosbold 1573 Otes Phoss W P. 71) Photim Coi 2131 At 64820
Wb Or. 3 Jomer o HonDuly: 2wdpm JuSpae amw "mi”‘.'.'m
EXAMINATION AND EXTRACTION FREE

Identification coupon in use about 1914 or 1915 by the Chicago branch of the ‘Domestic
Medical Society” in connection with the sale of “Domestic Medical Practice.” A few days
after this article appeared TuEe JoURNAL received a letter from Dr. Harry E. Walsh, stating
that he had “for certain reasons, and from an ethical standpoint,’”’ resigned some time ago
from the “Domestic Medical Society.” Dr. Walsh did not mention in his letter the fact
that he was now connected with the Western Distributing Company, which was exploiting the
“Library of Health.”

“We first take up contagious diseases, If Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Small Pox or
Measles should come to your home you certainly would want to know what to do about
it, and what the board of health requires you to do, wouldn’t you?

“We show you here the Physician’s Manikin painted especially for this work; it shows
the location of all the organs of the human body, the back and front view of the heart,
the lungs, the liver, the stomach, the kidneys, etc,

“You hear a great deal about apgendicitis. There you see the Appendix. It is the
most mysterious organ of the human body. Medical records tell us that more people have
been killed by the operation than die from the disease itself,

“Qur authority on this, has cured 95 per cent. of his patients by a local application of
oils, such as petroleum or turpentine, applied over the area outlined by Capital A.

“Then you have in_your own home treatment for 49 diseases by local application, such
as Colds, Pneumonia, Neuralgia, Epilepsy, Dyspepsia, Kidney troubles, etc.

“These are all cured by Turpentine, Vinegar, Salt, Lemon, etc., remedies which you
have in your own kitchen., The doctor prescribes all these in Latin, which confuses you
and helps the druggist to get higher prices for his drugs. Isn’t that so?

“Then we have the Plants, Vegetables, Fruits and Herbs. Celery cures Rheumatism, Lemon
curés 21 different diseases, the Pumgkmseed removed the tapeworm, head, body and all,
“Did you ever have the Grippe? Do you know that one-half a teaspoonful of Cayenne
epper”will cure the worst attack of Grippe in one night? Cayenne pepper also cures Scarlet
ever,
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If the “demonstrator” has not been gently but firmly propelled down the
front steps by the time he reaches this point, he discourses on the care of
infants and the treatment of infant ailments as detailed in “Domestic Medical
Practice.” Then—we quote verbatim—he continues:

“We give you over 500 standard medical prescriptions in Latin and English, as pre-
scribed by Physicians, showing you how you are overcharged by the druggist.

“For instance, the standard medical prescription for Choleta Morbus is: Piper, Sodium
Chlorid, Cordialis Rubus Villos, Aqua Bulliens. This is nothing but pepper, common
slt, blackberry brandy and boiling water, articles to be found in almost every kitchen, or
which can be had from a grocery store for mext to nothing, but, from a Doctor and in
Latin, it will cost from $1.50 on to $2.50.”

B "1)‘;:. , .'. o .,.

DOMESTIC CAL SOCETY
Certificate of Membersbip.
®

This Gertifies . and amily,
being members. of the * Bomestice Misdical Bucirty in good standing, are eotitled 1o the
Advice and alio o personal attendance for any and all ailments, with the exception of
Conks or Surgical Opévations, at the offics of the comulting Physicians without any
extra charge or fee whatsoever for such services, for a period of two yeans from the date
of this Centificate.

Special arrangefnents and prices wade for Surgical and Confinement cases on
spplication 10 Consukting Physicians.
GENERAL OFFICES OF DOMESTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY

45 Went 34tk Swest, New York, N. Y.,

REPRESENTED SY COMPRTVENT CONSULTING PHYSICIANS IN ALL PRINCIPAL
CITIBS OF THR UNLITRD STATES.
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Al calls withim city limits charged 21 & special rebe not to excesd one doller
Presest coamhing coupos te our nearest physician for purpose of identification.

Detad st Clicage. 1L 9 CorbcateNo___
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... Photographic facsimile (reduced) of the “Certificate of Membership” issued by the
Chicago branch of the “Domestic Medical Society,” with offices at 45 West 34th Street,
New York City.

And the peroration:

“It is complete in one large convenient volume of 1,570 pages, 42 departments, each of
ilﬁ:ichhlis just as useful to you as the three or four I have shown you, and is bound just
e this.

“It is placed in your home for three and one quarter cents a day, twenty-five cents a
veek or one dollar a month for a period of tem months.

“Now, any one can afford a paltry quarter a week for a valuable work like this, don't
ou think so?

“Candidly and conscientiously, don’t you think so? Of course you do; place your name
ere, please.”

“Domestic Medical Practice,” to which the preceding “talk” refers, is
ut on the market by a concern calling itself the “Domestic Medical Society.”
Ithough located in Chicago its activities are by no means purely local, for
e have had inquiries about it from Massachusetts to California.
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AMERICAN HEALTH SOCIETY

A scheme that seems essentially similar is also operated by a Philadelphi:
concern which seems to go under such names as the “Historical Publishin
Company,” .the “American Health Society,” the “Home Health Society,” th
“University Health Society”-—and possibly others.

Certificate of ['1embership.

~ Cheist of Seatt, Stxit Headquarters,
W W, RVERS, A M, M.D. o 1234-38-40 CHERRY ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA,
Rastsercs Hovas: ::I.I'A.‘l Orrice Racan: 102 P. M,

Eb(s Gtrtifics that the Boarer, being a subscriber'in good standing io%fPRrvicology,” it enrolled
as a momber of gin(uersity SMevical Society Sor one year from dalc of this Cortificale, and as such W
entitled to and shall receive free, prompt and ocompelent advice by (or Srom) the promineni speciabiat
and chicf of staff named below in answer lo any query of a medical nalure by wmail, or ‘in person.

Tha furthor cerdifics that the Bearer will receive free physical ination and lUation, in-
cluding prescriptions and medical advice

In seeking advice and ireatment. by mail, be careful lo siale defimitely symploms of yowr ailment;
alto give full name and post-office address Enclose bwoecent stamp for reply '

Address all communications, with siamp for veply, to W. W. MYERS, A. M., M. D., Chief of Staf.

18363840 Chorvy Givost, Philsdoiphis. P,

& nibersity M ebical K ociety.

Photographic facsimile (Freatly reduced) of the “Certificate of Membership” issued to
individuals who purchased “Medicology.”

AMERICAN HEALTH SOCIETY

Certificate
s e (R

Tbis Certities thas the bearer (and lm Lamily) being e subscriber in good lladw tothe " LIBRARY OF
HEALTH" is entitied to, and thall receive free, prompi and competent advics lor & peried ol two years by or from the
consulting physician and chiel of stall named below in answer to any query of & medical nature, cither by masl ov in
pursen at bis office.

This further certifies that the bearer will recetve froe physical ination, incinding di prewcrif and
meaical comsuliation. In sexking advics and trealment by mail, caretully Hll out the Sadcfya Smh— Blanks, and
Live any  further information possible. Alsw give full name and Post Office address, pajnly writien. Atweys encloss

two coent slamp lor reply
-B. FRANK SCHOLL, PH.G.. M.D.

P. O. BOX 943, PHILA., PA,

Photographic facsimile (greatly reduced) of the ‘‘certificate” issued to purchasers ¢

“Iixbrary of Health” which contains a rehash of much of the material published in *
cology.

The “Historical Publishing Company” seems to have been a little too =
in its home state for its own comfort. A Philadelphia paper during the
few weeks has recorded the arrest of one of the company’s agents in Let

County, Pa. The agent, according to the newspaper report, offered for sal
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usual “Library of Health” and those who paid $18 for the book were given
“3 certificate with a big red seal” which entitled the holder to receive treatment
at the hands of the “Eminent Expert and Chief of Staff” of the “Home Health
Society.” Also, the enthusiastic agent seems to have given the inference that
the “certificate” holders were entitled to write to Health Commissioner Samuel
G. Dixon, who would diagnose their cases and send prescriptions. Here is
where the agent made a mistake and his arrest followed an investigation by the
oficials of the state department of health. According to the same paper, the
alleged “prominent specialist and chief of staff” named on the certificate was
one B. Frank Scholl, M.D., of Philadelphia. '

Mniversity Mediral Horiety

Some Redlih Povieiy
@ertificate of Membership
@his Gerfifies that and family,

being members of the Rutwersity Medical Suciety, in good stand-
ing, are entitled to the priviiege of Consultation, Advice, Examination
and Prescription, without any charge for such services.

This shall be i force for two years from this date.

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SOCIETY
45 West Yy Streer

Reprasenied by competent comsulting physiciens in al! principel Cities

CONBA TS OFiCE
OR. J. MONROE LIEBERMANN.

A3 W 34T ST. ROOM 800
NEW voRm

WETWERIEN THE HOURS OF 3 YO § . M. DALY

' MmOATS BY APPRMTMEEY Sin. ¥
21 ST NICHOLAS AVE. COR. 1187w 87,

RENEWAL §F CONMA TING FRIVLESE §8 10 YEARLY

Photographic facsimile (reduced) of the *“Certificate of Membership” used by the “Uni-
versity Medical Society” (“Home Health Society”), with headquarters at 45 W. 34th St
New York City."

When the complaints against the company were heard before the deputy
attorney-general of the state, it is alleged that the defendants asserted that
hey had sold one million of their publications! The company admitted that
he various “health societies” under whose names it did business had no
xistence other than trade names. As a result the attorney general ordered the
Historical Publishing Company, (1) to use only its charter name, (2) to dis-
ontinue using the names of the various “health societies,” (3) to stop
ssuing “certificates” agreeing to treat people and (4) to cease issuing free
)rescriptions,

Google



62

In the Middle West the “Historical Publishing Company” apparently oper-
ates as the “American Health Society” and is represented by the “Western
Distributing Company,” with offices in Chicago. The book sold by the Western
Distributing Company. is the “Library of Health,” a pretentious volume of
about 1,500 pages. The title page of the “Library of Health” bears the names
of three physicians, B. F. Scholl, J. F. Little and F. E. Miller, while the
frontispiece is a full page half-tone purporting to be a picture of Dr. B. F.
Scholl.

THE “LIBRARY OF HEALTH”

According to the subtitle, the “Library of Health” is a “Complete Guide to
Prevention and Cure of Disease.” The book seems to be a combination reprint
and rehash of a similar volume published some years ago under the title
“Medicology or Home Encyclopedia of Health.” This older volume, instead of
heing by Drs. Scholl, Little and Miller was by Joseph G. Richardson, M.D.;
‘William H. Ford, AM.,, M.D,, and C. C. Vanderbeck, M.D., Ph.D., and James P.
Wood, M.D,, as “managing editor.” The first ninety pages of the “Library of
Health” are identical, both text and illustrations, with the text and illustrations
appearing in “Medicology.” Many other parts of the book show evidences of
having been lifted entire from the older volume or even printed from the same
plates. Both volumes are copyrighted by E. J. Stanley.

The “Library of Health” gives its readers to understand that diphtheria,
scarlet fever and measles and even erysipelas may be due to exposure to sewer
gas! The absurdity of such statements, while obvious enough to physicians,
may not be so recognized by the purchasers of the “Library of Health.” Under
“remedies” for cancer the victim is urged to try leeches “for a considerable
length of time.” The dangers of temporizing in such conditions make this
advice particularly vicious.

Persons entirely ignorant of the dangerous character of certain drugs are
offered prescriptions containing such poisons as aconite, conium, arsenic,
belladonna, chloral, cannabis indica. hyoscyamus. cyanid of potassium. etc.

“PATENT MEDICINE” FOR GONORRHEA

A chapter devoted to gonorrhea contains a paragraph on “Treatment”
recommending “the Sanmetto trcatment.” Sanmetto is thus described:

“It acts as a great vitalizer, increasing the strength of the reproductive organs, haster-
ing their action, promoting their secreting power and increasing their size.”

In the chapter on diphtheria there are eight paragraphs on “treatment.”
The last paragraph deals with antitoxin and states that although “enthusiasts
favor its employment in every case,” still “the more conservative men in the
profession . . . believe that the field for its employment should probably . be
limited to cases which present [severe symptoms and to cases which do not
respond promptly to ordinary] methods of treatment.” The bracketed matter
in the quotation just given does not appear in the “Library of Health,” although
it does appear in the old “Medicology.” Evidently in reprinting the old book
a line of type was “dropped” so that the statement does not make sense.

VICIOUS ADVICE TO THE SYPHILITIC

The sufferer from syphilis is warned that “mercury and the iodids produce
injurious effects if long continued. and should be avoided” and is told that
“Hemetesene” should he used. This product, according to the “Library of
Health,” is “A Vegetable Treatment” and is declared to be “as much a specific
for syphilis and blood poisoning as quinin is for intermittent fever.,” The
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rjtremendous amount of harm that the promulgation of such bizarre falsehoods
may do can better be appreciated by medical men than by the public.
About seventy pages are devoted to what is termed “a simple method of

Aok, is to “clearly set forth the effect of different diseases” so that “the layman
may, in a vast majority of cases, as efficiently diagnose most diseases as thc
ordinary physician.” The reading of the chapter will doubtless leave the
qverage layman in the same frame -of mind as was the hero of Jerome K.
Jerome’s “Three Men in a Boat” who after going through a “home-doctor”
ook decided that he was suffering from all the diseases named therein except
housemaid’s knee.

PAYMENTS MONTHLY BV MAIL AS PER CONTRACT

TOTAL PRICE $1200 RET COPY OF CONTRACT
DOMESTIC MEDICAL SOCIETY —_—
4% Wer th Sireet. New York City
— Centlemen .
ATTEIPT 70R PAYMENT ) hereby apply for Two Years® Membership with

Domestic Medwal Practice complete in one mas-

Towea Due
s:ne vo'ume, o half leather Linding, for whah |
Recerved of agree to pay Tw.lve (31200) Dollars. as follows®
Two ($200) Dollars first payment ard One (§1 00)
— Doflsrs Cents
o8 scevmnt of Domestic Medread Pracise. Collar cach month thercafter until the wnole

amount. Twelve ($1200) Dollars shall be paxd
il This contract rccords my Jul) uhderstanding

Repeerentative

PAYMENTS MONTHLY BY MAIL. AS PER CONTRACT

2| TOTAL PRICE $10.00 NET | Copy of Contract. z
e | UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SOCIETY . ...~ S
zi (Horme :“,':':hs;:‘"') 1 berehy sobscribe fur HEALTH AND | of
o] ] N LONGEVITY complete 1n one mamive volome, | 3
.: EEEE.':::E: :wﬂ:ﬁ:g::’:?f: 0 clothbinding, for wich I sgree to pay $10 00 >
- with wrdee vely aa follows: $2 00 with the arder and 91 GO each | 2
o montb thereafter until thewhole amount $10 60, O
Ll shall be paid 1o full  This contrect records my | =
a s fnll onderstanding is irrevocable. and becomes | O
w . reririn o wveereen. Dollave... ..., due and paysble 1n full upon non-fuliment of | z
Q on account of Health and Longevity any vonditron herein. g
> SIZNAUFe .. s ceecrermen e 5
;‘ A2 v, Business Addresy... e :

“Certificate of Mcmbership giving two years free advice by Specialilste

Photographic facsimile (reduced) of the contract blanks signed by the purchasers of
“Domestic Medical Practice” and “Health and Longevity,” regpectively. Notice that the
addresses of both the “Domestic Medical Society” and “University Medica! Society” (“Home
Health Society’) are the same. :

SELF-PRESCRIBING FOR DIPHTHERIA AND SCARLET FEVER

Further to enable the possessor of that little knowledge which is dangerous
drug himself with products that are even more dangerous, over one hundred
rescriptions are given said to have been “prepared and used by B. F. Scholl.
.D., Ph.G., Philadelphia.” They.are given in Latin and English, respectively,
d are arranged alphabetically under diseases ranging from “abscesses” and
asthma”” through “diphtheria,” “erysipelas,” ‘“sore eyes” and “scarlet fever” to
whites,” “waterbrash” and “worms.” Still another part of the book is devoted
a description ‘of “new remedies.” This in effect is a list of “patent” and
oprietary medicines describing, among others, “Ammonol,” “Baume Anal-
sique,” “Cellasin,” “Lymph Orchitic Compound,” “Mercauro,” “Rheumalgine”
which, by the way, is given more space than any other in the list) and

This brief synopsis of portions of the “Library of Health” gives but an
complete idea of the amount of misinformation, dangerous or worthless
unsel, obsolete theories and practice with which the book abounds.

Google



64
ADVERTISING METHODS

An interesting side-light on the methods used in advertising this book has
been brought to our attention by Health Commissioner Ruhland of Milwaukee.
The “Western Distribution Company” issued an eight page leaflet on scarlet
fever under the title “Bulletin of the American Health Society, Publishers of
Library of Health.” The leaflet first reprints from a Milwaukee paper state-
ments made by Commissioner Ruhland on the subject of scarlet fever. It then
gives information of more or less value describing the symptoms and pur-
porting to help the public differentiate between scarlet fever and diphtheria. It
very properly declares that cases such as it describes should all be considered
serious and a physician summoned, and it also informs the public that all cases
of scarlet fever or other contagious disease must be reported.

The “Bulletin” closes with the statement that the information contained in
it has been “selected” from the “Library of Health.” It is, presumably, sent
out as a means of allowing their “demonstrators” more easily to approach
possible purchasers.

Aside from any inherent dishonesty that may or may not attach to the
scheme of selling these various books and “certificates,” the plan has certain
fundamental fallacies. The book, at least ir some instances, is over a quarter
of a century old. Including, as some of the books do, scores of prescriptions,
it will inevitably lead the purchaser to attempt self-treatment of conditions
that may be dangerous not only to the individual but to the community. The
bulk of the books—1,500 pages or more—is such that the reader either gets an
ill-digested conception of their contents or will develop an unhealthy habit of
physical .introspection,

Up-to-date books of one hundred or two hundred pages written by men of
standing and dealing with principles of prevention rather than with details of
treatment are of far greater value to the public in the preservation of health
and can be and are sold at a legitimate price. It is the bulky pretentiousness
of the “health books” together with the added inducement of alleged free medi-
cal service given as a premium that makes it possible for a price of ten, twelve
or eighteen dollars to be asked and obtained. There is no legitimate excuse,
either from the standpoint of economics or health preservation, for selling
mediocre publications, with alleged medical service as a premium, at a price
that is out of all proportion to the value received.—(With additions, from The
Journal A. M. A., April 21, 1917.)

[Soon after the preceding article had appeared in THE JOURNAL we received
a letter from the instructor in a high school of a Milwaukee (Wis.) suburb.
The letter read, in part, as follows:

“Could you give me some information as to the standing of the ‘Americar
Health Society’ and does the American Medical Association endorse the pub-
lication ‘Library of Health’ gotten out by this ‘American Health Society?
Some of the parents of the pupils have asked me to investigate this. A few
weeks ago a number of women appeared in the city, representing themselves a:
graduate nurses with the American Red Cross Society; they visited a numbe:
of homes and sold the book ‘Library of Health’ for which $2.40 was paid dowt
and the balance of $10.00 was to be paid in installments according to a contrac
signed by the purchaser. This contract the purchaser does not hold. Wher
the book was delivered and examined it was found to be ‘American Healtt
Society’ instead of American Red Cross Society. These salesladies seemec
to convey the impression that it was the Red Cross and in these stirring time:
they led a number to take the book. Then along comes a number of circula
letters from a ‘Western Distributing Company’ of Chicago to collect the $1C
The purchasers do not want the book and offered to return it and have th
$2.40 refunded but this Distributing Company claims that they hold a bindin;
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contract and will force collection, etc. Furthermore, one of these saleswomen
stated to one of the purchasers that she had called upon the family physician of
this purchaser and that he had endorsed the book. Upon investigating, it was
found that this was not true. Also this doctor stated that the teaching in the
book was fallacious.”]

THE INCORPORATED SOCIETY OF SCIENCE, LETTERS AND
ART OF LONDON, Ltd.

It is not at all uncommon to find some exploiter or quack tacking after his
name the mystic letters “F. S. Sc. (Lond.).” It looks well and sounds well
and, doubtless, lends an air of erudition and mystery that is well worth what
it costs. “F. S. Sc. (Lond.)” means “Fellow of the Incorporated Society of
Science, Letters and Art of London, Ltd” The fellowship costs one guinea
($5.00) which can hardly be considered exorbitant.
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the “diploma” of membership issued by the Lon-
don Society of Science, Letters and Art. These ‘“‘diplomas” cost one guinea ($5.00) and
ire used as an advertising asset by quacks and others. The one here reproduced is claimed to

ve been awarded to one Judd Q. Lloyd who exploits a worthless ‘“‘consumption cure.”

No better description of the Society of Science, Letters and Art of London
was ever written than that given in 1909 by the editor of London Truth in
answer to an inquiry from THE JournaL. Here is what he wrote:

WHAT “F. s. sC. (LoND.)” MEANS

“The Society of Science, Letters and Art, of London, is a swindle to
which at one time we devoted a great deal of attention, and it figured for
a time in the Truth ‘Cautionary List, but it has lapsed into obscurity in
recent years, and we have not referred to it for some time. The concern
was started by a man named Albert Sturman who at one time kept a private
school for boys in London and also acted as an agent for the sale of various
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bogus degrees produced on your side of the Atlantic. He then started a
degree factory of his own under the above title. He took a house in Ken-
sington and got together a seriocomic literary society, the mémbers of
which were entitled to attend conversaziones, concerts, etc., in his front par-
lor, and to dub themselves ‘F.S.Sc. (Lond.)’ if they paid the fellows’ sub-
scription. He also sold them hoods and gowns, specially designed for the
benefit of church organists, and generally practiced all tricks of the trade.
He also did very good business by instituting a system of examining small
private schools in the provinces and giving the pupils certificates. As he
styled his examinations the ‘Kensington Locals’—which suggested that they
were in some way connected with the Government Science and Art Depart-
ment at South Kensington—country schoolmasters and schoolmistresses
patronized these examinations extensively; and I need not tell you that Stur-
man gave them good value for their money by always passing a fair propor-
tion of pupils.

" “In an evil moment for himself, Sturman, who was a stupid and illiterate
man, came here to see us, and we published the interview, which made very
funny reading. After this the concern went down hill and Sturman himself
died six or seven years ago. His wife, however, who was really the active
partner in the business, carried it on afterward with some success, but, as
I have said, it has dropped out of sight recently, though one occasionally
comes across people who display the ‘F.S.Sc. (Lond.)'.”

To exemplify the way in which membership in this imposingly named society
is capitalized, we reproduce the “Diploma of Merit” issued to Judd Q. Lloyd,
and used by him in exploiting his “‘consumption cure,” “Aicsol.”

THE ITALIAN PHYSICO-CHEMICAL ACADEMY

Many and various are the letters received by THE JourNAL asking for infor-
mation about an alleged scientific organization in Italy styled PAcadémieal
Physico-Chimique Italienne. This Italian Physico-Chemical Academy is oper- *
ated from Palermo, Italy. Here is the scheme: Dr. John Doe, an American
physician, receives an imposing-looking letter bearing the Palermo, Sicily, post-
mark and addressed to “Monsieur le Docteur John Doe, Médecin,” On opening
the letter “Monsieur le Docteur” finds that the “Council” of V'Académie Physwco-
Chimigue Italjenne has nominated him “Honorary Member of this Academy”
and furthermore has bestowed on him “a First Class Medal for technical work
and scientific merit.” All this, “in consideration of your many dignities and
great learning.” Dr, Doe is told that as soon as he will write an acceptance of
this honor “in conformity with Section 19 and 22 of the Constitution” he will
be sent “the Medal, Diploma and all the other documents relating to the title
accorded.” The joker in the scheme lies in the necessity for Dr. John Doe
“conforming” with “Section 19 and 22 of the Constitution.” Here are the
sections:

Sec. 19.—The entrance fee to cover office and postal expenses, including postage of
diploma is 5 Dollars, and is payable once at the admission to the Academy by special bulletin.
filled up, stamped and signed.”

“Sec. 22.—Those to whom medals are awarded and who wish to possess them must pay
for their coinage 10 Dollars as the Academy does not, at present, possess the necessary funds
for this purpoge. . .”

In short the whole thing means that if Dr. Doe is willing to send $15 in good
American money he will receive in due time from the academy a “diploma™
and a gilt (not gold) medal. About four years ago when the “Academy’y
seemed to be making a particularly heavy bid for American dollars the membelﬂe
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TTALUAN PHYSICO-CHEMICAL ACADEWY reterme, . {0~ 6= 101
PALERMO (Bicile)

s,

.The Council, at 'their lsstl meeting, in acoordance
with Seation 10 and 90 of the Constitution have
in consideration of your many dignitiea and gread
learning, resolved to nominate yon Honorary Member
of thin:Aoademy, bestowing upon yon a Prist Class
¥edsl for teohniocal work and scientifio merit

1a informing you of this resolution we beg to ad-
vise yon that as soon as yon inform us of your agocep-
tans n conformity with Seotion 19 sné 23 of E
Constitution,/We shal) sond yon the Medal Diploma
aad sll the other doocuments relating to the title
scoorded yon

Requesting yon to kindly write your acoeptance in
Prenoh or Iteljan
¥s. bheg to remain Sir. Joure faithfully

Secretary ' Président
@ BAWDIERA, @. MARLETTA

_Hpstaiie—=_a,

Reduced photographic reproduction of the stock letter sent to American physicians by the
dlian Physico-Chemical Academy, The “joker” lies in the requirement around which we
wve drawn a line.

TO THE PRESIDENT

of the italian Pbysico-Chemical Academy
PALERMO (Sichy)

FORM OF ACCEPTANCE

1, the undorsigned (Christion riamae)

(Sumame) Profession e

Tiilon. . domioile.

Town. Street - S
declare mysolf to belong io the Hallan Physico-Chemical Ac.domy as an Honorary
uml,mmﬂnﬂmlmmmlhmd ination, dated. .

MNOTICE s — In order o, receive the Plodel, the cost of same mast be paid,ia sccordance with Astide 32
of e Conatitmticn.

PN (n thie form dionetly, wud Jorwesd B 4o Prol G. Sundiors. Sey. of loe Al

domy, 0, Covewr ¥i. Palorme (Italy-Bletly).

o
o4

i

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the “Form of Acceptance” to ‘“‘membership” in
te “Italian Physlco~Chemxcal Academy.” Filling out this blank and sending it with $15.00
) the “Academy’” will bring the gilt medal and “diploma.”
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of THE JourNAL staff in charge of the Propaganda Department wrote to the
“Academy,” on his personal stationery, asking about the cost of membership
in the “Academy” and asking also for a copy of the “prospectus.” And that
was all! In reply he received a letter stating that “in consideration of” his
“many dignities and great learning” he had been nominated “an officer of this
academy” and had been awarded “la médaille de premiere classe” for humani-
tarian work and scientific merit. In order to obtain these tokens of the “Acad-
emy’s” regard it would be necessary to inform the “Academy” of acceptance “in
conformity with Section 19 and 22. . . " As the Propaganda Department
did not consider the diploma and gilt medal worth $15 even as an exhibit for its
museum of fakes, the “Form of Acceptance” was not filled in and returned “in

accordance with Section 19 and 22.”

The leading spirits in the operation of this diploma and medal mill are D.
and G. Bandiera who, so far as we can learn, are neither physicians nor pharm-
acists nor have any scientific standing. The “Academy” has been referred to at

“various times* by THE JourRNAL.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Feb. 26, 1916.)

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

The “Medical Society of the United States” has for its “Honorary Presi-
dent” one A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A M., M.D.,, M.E,, Sc.D,, Ph.D,, and for
its “Secretary and Treasurer” one Emory Lanphear, M.D., CM., Ph.D., LL.D.
As originally planned, the “society” seems to have been based on the idea of
organizing the “fee-splitters.” In May, 1916, the birth of the organization was
announced to the medical profession through a letter signed Emory Lanphear,
written on the stationery of the “Medical Society of the United States.” Even
in its embryonic state the society had A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A M., M.D,
M.E, for its president, and Emory Lanphear, M.D., Ph.D,, LL.D,, as its trea-
surer. The letter read in part: )

‘“We—the majority of the medical profession—who believe in division of fees (i. e., that
the surgeon should not ‘hog’ the whole of a patient’s money and leave nothing for the family
doctor), are no longer welcome in the A, M. A, We are therefore organizing the Medical
Society of the United States, which will not be conducted for the benefit of a few selfish
egotists. We would like to have you with us.

“It costs only $1.00 to join. This covers dues for 1916, and includes expense for the
beautiful certificate of membership (suitable for framing), which you will receive on admis-
sion. Fill enclosed blank and return to me with $1.00.”

But presumably the idea of organizing on a basis of “fee splitting” did not
make a hit, so the lure was changed. Today physicians are approached with
the plea that the “Medical Society of the United States” will make the med-%
ical world free for democracy; it is, we are assured, a “Society of Protest:f;l'
Against the Autocracy of the A. M. A.,” and a “Society of Medical Dem- ut

ocracy.” Ly
Membership costs “only $1.00 . . . including the cost of a beautiful cer-
tificate of membership.” No penalties or punishments are involved for belong-"
ing to other societies, and: ‘ L;(g
“Joining our body need not affect your membership in any other society—even the" |
A. M. A, if you wish to belong to it, and be ‘bossed’ by the ‘Simmons Gang’.” l;ar‘
————— 1

1, Tue JournaL A. M. A., June 29, 1907, p. 2196; Oct. 21, 1911 (Berlin letter and edi:t';t,'
toria7l)7; May 11, 1912, p, 1455; March 8, 1913, p. 770; May 10, 1913, p. 1480; Nov. 8, 19!3*““]
p. 1737.
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The dollar for the “beautiful certificate” and membership is solicited by
means of circular letters signed “Emory Lanphear,” coming from 3447 Pine
st, St. Louis, Mo., the address of what has been variously called the “Amer-
ican Polyclinic,” the “American Hospital,” and later, the “German Hospital.”
The “Surgeon-in-Charge” of the “German Hospital” is Emory Lanphear, M.D.,
(M, Ph.D., LLD. When running under the name of the “American Hos-
sital,” Lanphear solicited operative work on a “division of fees” basis, which,
the general practitioner was told, meant that “you are to have 40 per cent. of
il fees received from your patients sent to our staff for operation or treat-
ment.”

With the change in name from “American Hospital,” to “German Hos-
pital,” Lz_mphe_ar appealed for a “portion of your operative work on a basis of
pure reciprocity.” This “pure reciprocity” seems to have been a still more

. oRmAND. BUmEORIL, A W, 4 O W, B anenst newARE THeusEPN, N, O Su. B. MRV LARPEAR. 4. . Pa B hle Br
phrbiny eseneraan . veravvase -

MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

wPAER 0f TuE YRaaauRan
3447 PINE BTRERY
ST. LOUIS, MO.

st. Louis, No.
Nay 1 1916,

&‘MMW:-

Baturaily men are either Comservatives or Progreseives--
$here are always $wo parties in almost everything. The Amerioen
Nedical Asscoiation rcg:onnn the oonservatives; herstofore
the progressives have had no great Fational orgenisation.

Wo--¥he majority of the meiical profession--yho delieve
in divieion of fees (1. e¢. ttnt the surgeon should not 'hg"i
the whele of a patient's money and leave nothing for the -
1y dootor) are no longer weloome in the A. M. A, Ve are thers-
fore o 1sing the Nedioal Scalety of the United States
whioh will not be oonducted ‘for the benefit of & few seltish
egotistw, ¥e would like to have you with us.

I% costs only $1.00 to Joiw, This covers dues for 1918
and inoludes expense for the beantiful certificate of member-
ship (suitadle for framing) which you will receive on sdmie-
sion. P11l enolosed blank and return to me with $1.00

COrum_y yours,

2.8. Nembership im your looal 3oaiety is NO? ehligatory.
Oa the line "Rescomenied Vy" put the names of ¥wo oﬂ:r,-
{prefersbly of you neighborhood) who will vouoh for you.

Thc.“'Medical Society of the United States,” was originally organized on a basis of
fee-splx_ttmg," as is shown by the reduced facsimile of a letter sent broadcast in 1916,
mouncing the birth of the new ‘‘society.” Apparently, “fee-splitting’’ as a_rallying point
d not bring in the desired returns, so today the “Medical Society of the United States”
alleged to be a ‘““Society of Protest Against the Autocracy of the A. M. A.”

b.eral distribution of the patient’s money, for from a 40 per cent. basis it was
ised to an even fifty-fifty. Said Lanphear, in a letter sent out a few
onths ago:

“I wish also to inform you in spite of the despicable opposition of the hypocritical gang
gharge of the A, M. A, and the no less contemptible actton of the St. Louis Medical
ciety, I am going to remain in St. Louis and continue to do surgical work upon a ‘division
fee’ basis. To be more explicit, if you bring me a case for operation I shall allow you
e half”of the fee for your time, trouble, responsibility and help in the management of
e case.
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Before leaving the interesting professional personmality of Lanphear, and
carefully avoiding any details of a personal nature, we may remind our
readers that as long ago as 1908 Lanphear was the “Dean” of the “Hippo-
cratean College of Medicine," with A. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, A M., M.D,, ME.
Se.D., “Vice-Dean.” - At that time Lanphear sent out letters to physician{
proposmg the organization of a “Post Graduate Faculty” on the _following
basis : ) |

*““Those who hold full professorships shall purchase stock in the corporation to the amouq

of $1,000.00; those who become lecturers or instructors shall pay in the sum of $500.00
those who are to.be merely clinical assistants will buy ten shares of stock, $100.00.”

The “Hippocratean College” was a “sundown” affair; it never graduate(
a student, and expired in 1910.

But to come back to the “Society of Medical Democracy”: The “Medica
Society of the United States” seems to have been born in 1916. Its parent
so far as is apparent, seem to have been Lanphear and Ohmann-Dumesni

THE MOSPITAL WHERE BOTH PATIENT AND “ﬁ"‘l" GET A "EQUARE DEAL"Y .
Tomsms Gonoos sos Mpssss

Ameriran Hospital e
Euenvignsucan u 8. fe.0yit @ 2447 P o — e
Mies Vl:.": T-I-I:D. an orees Easmmahes ov
K 27 9

THE HOBRITAL WHERE BOTH PATIENT AND DOGTON ST A “SOUAAE DEAL'

wemsmnnzens ORTINEN Bopital —

eess i Snanes Bets. Lmmses 874

sise zuun::'\:nu . ‘ “ 1 . ‘l.. Smioss. Geevess 4087

JAN 81919
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Reduced facsimile of the letter-heads of an institution known variously as the *‘Americ
Hospital” and the “German Hospital.”” The change in name from ‘“American” to “‘Germa
seems to have taken place early in 1915—when things German were more popular a
profitable than they are today!

The latter, it may be remembered, used to be the editor and proprietor of t
St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal, a publication so obviously venal, tt
its value to the nostrum makers, whose interests it espoused, must have be
small. Advertising pages, “original articles” and “editorials”—all were us
to puff nostrums of the crudest type. It was Ohmann-Dumesnil and his jo1
nal that came to the defense of the “patent medicine” interests when they wi
so hard hit by Mr. Adams’ “Great American Fraud” series. In comment:
on this phase of “patent medicine” activities, Collier’s, in January, 1907, sa

“Headache powders came in for a considerable share of attention in the patent medic
articles. There was much talk of libels among the headache powder makers, but they deci
upon the safer methods of hiring a meretricious medical publication, the St. Louis Med
and Surgical Journal, to print an article in which the Collier’s statements were branded
lies, and the Collier’'s editors and writers as liars and libelers. This article the Propriel
Association of America circulated in pamphlet form. The journal which printed it die:
natural death a few weeks later. Its editor, one O. H. Ohmann-Dumesnil, has just appe:
in the public prints in an unsavory connection with a corrupt lobbying project in St. Lou

Some of the nostrums that Ohmann-Dumesnil has recommended are: “S
metto,” “Gonosan,” “Cactina Pillets,” “Pepto-Mangan,” “Satyria,” “Camg
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Phenique,” “Tongaline,” “Germiletum,” “Narkogen,” “Nosophen,” “Mercauro,”
“Arsenauro,” and “Hydrozone.” Many of these testimonials were, of course,
ssed by the manufacturers in their advertising “literature.”

At the time that the Medical Society of the United States was being organ-
ized—in 1916—there was published what purported to be a preliminary program
of its first meeting. The meeting was held in St. Louis, and the program,
vhile containing the names of men with special fads or interests to exploit,
also contained the names of some men of standing. It appeared, however, on

Amecican Polyrlinic

POBT-QRADUATE MECICAL SCHOOL OF NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

3447 PINE STREET

EMOAY LARPNEAR 8. 6n B LL B

. 0 ucenre
onBegsann as sueuital SINELOLENY ams aiimiass avs:

ST Lous._DEC 161912 191 |

DY. DumtemSntesbedr,
—, Ko.,

My Dear Dootor:-
I mow you bellieve in "division of fees”
between specialists and general prastitiomers anmd I
want to interest you in the American Hospital (head-
quarters of the American Polyolinio) om that 'bl!il'.
I would 1ike %o have you sign and return the en-
olosed ocard. If you mever msnd e pay patient there
will be no harm done; 1if you 40, youn will beooms
part owner of a hospital whioh we are going to meke
the most popular in the Xiseleeippi Valley. Pleass
note- the oard states explioitly that you are to
have 40% of all fees (oxolusive of hospital care,
3t oourse) received from your patients sent to
our staff for operation or treatment. Hoping for
an imnediate and favorable reply, for whioh &
gtmod envelope is enclosed, I remain,
Nost cordially yours,

Reduced facsimile of a letter sent out in 1912, soliciting the purchasing of stock in the
American Hospital” on a division of fee basis—forty-sixty!

wvestigation, that at least some of the latter had but a hazy conception of the
se to which their names were being put, and protested vigorously on learning
1e facts, repudiating the organization.

Now, in 1918, another drive is on for membership; letters signed “Emory
anphear” are being sent to various selected groups of physicians. For exam-
le, the Eclectics are being coaxed by a letter which commences:

“We want every reputable Eclectic practitioner in this country to join our society of
otest against the iniquities of the A. M. A.”
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An identical letter has been addressed to Homeopaths, the words “Homeo
pathic practitioner” being substituted for “Eclectic practitioners.” In all o
the letters the “beautiful certificate of membership” is emphasized, and th
trivial cost—“only $1.00 a year”—is referred to, while the plea: “surely yo
are willing to help to that amount to ‘down’ the ‘gang’ in charge of the A
M. A,” is featured. Another group of letters has gone out to the graduate
of the Barnes Medical College. This commences:

‘““Most graduates of ‘Old Barnes’ have joined our society of protest against the iniquitie
of the A. M. A. Why should you also not come in? It costs only $1.00 to become a membe:
including the cost of a beautiful certificate of membership.”

Still another group appeal is based on sex; thus Lanphear:

“We want every reputable ‘lady physician’ in this country to join our society of prote:s
against the iniquities of the A, M. A.”

And yet another:

“You formerly belonged to the Tri-State Medical Society, of which I was Treasurer fo
20 years. It is now dead. I wish you would join our new society which has supersede
Tri-State in this territory.”

With these various letters is enclosed a “preliminary program” of the 191
meeting which is to be held October 8 and 9 in Chicago. As might be expecte
many of the names on the program are characteristic of the organization an
an interesting “story” might be made from the material in THE JoUurRNAL’s file
on the individuals. Such names are of men, who, professionally speakin;
range from faddists, who ride grotesque and bizarre medical hobbies, to thos
who with special interests to exploit and unable to use reputable medic:
organizations for that purpose, take refuge in such hybrid conglomerations a
the Mcdical Society of the United States. Not that the program contains th
names of crude quacks, or obvious medical swindlers. It is representativ
rather, of that twilight zone of professionalism, the penumbra, in whose unce:
tain light it is difficult to distinguish hetween the unbalanced visionary, wit
a fad, and the more sinister near-quack, with a “scheme.”—(From The Journ
A. M. A, Oct. 5, 1918.)

SOCIETY OF UNIVERSAL SCIENCE

For the past three years, a concern styled the Society of Universal Scienc
has Dbeen doing a mail-order business in selling “courses” that purported 1
teach “Laws of Human Elcctricity and Their Application to Health, Mir
Power and Spiritual Growth.” The president of this so-called society we:
one Andrew McConnell; in fact., McConnell scems to have been the “who
thing.” Offices were maintained in New York and Chicago. Dupes we!
obtained by means of the usual newspaper advertisements, although th
method was supplemented by the “free lecture” scheme. In connection with tl
lectures, McConnell secems to have succeeded in fooling a number of peopl
men who should have known better, and the names of these individuals ha
been used by him for the purpose of lending an air of respectability to h
mail-order husiness.
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Those who wrote to the “society” for information were sent a fifty-page
ooklet entiled “Organic Electricity—the McConnell Researches—Health Book-
4” and a form letter of the style so much used by those engaged in operating
uil-order medical businesses. Briefly, McConnell put forward the following
roposition :

. “Life power in the human body is electricity.”

. “Health is measured by the amount of electricity in each organism.”

. “The electric energy of life can be increased by following the laws of electricity.”
. “The electric energy of the human body is the great solvent power of uric acid.”

R P

McConnell claimed to have discovered these “facts” in his attempt to cure
imself of ‘“nervous prostration, heart trouble, etc.” Like the lady in the
patent medicine” advertisement, he had tried ““all the usual systems of heal-
ig” without avail. Then he discovered “organic electricity” and all was well.
he booklet explains how marvelous. cures are brought about by those who
re willing to purchase the correspondence course sent out by McConnell.

Have you indigestion?

‘We prove &igestion to be entirely an electrical process which explains why the science
[ human electricity is curing all cases of indigestion.”

Are you troubled with insomnia?

“We have discovered physical laws . . . by means of which one draws the energy
o the brain to the vital organs and sleep is the inevitable result.”” [Evidently, to those
gbracing the McConnell system, the brain is not a vital organ.]

Possibly you are troubled with constipation!

“Constipation is primarily caused by insufficient electricity in the intestines . . .
trough our method of teaching the student the scientific way of how to generate more vital
xce in the body, the intestines get the increased supply which increases the muscular activity,
hich in turn removes the cause of constipation.”

Have you paralysis?

“We teach the student how to make the paralyzed part a magnetic center . . . This is
e scientific way to cure paralysis. . . . The worst cases have been overcome in a few
waths.”’

Are you going hlind?

“The eye power is largely rcgulated by the amount of cleetricity available in the body.
. . Everyone can overcome eye weakness in a short time by learning to produce and
irect more power to the eye. . . . We have had most remarkable results in all types of

te troubles.”

Are you in the last stages of consumption?

“When this dread discase reaches the last stages, its cure is arduouns and difficult, hut
ill possible.”

Do you suffer from uric acid poisoning?
“The electric energy of the human bhody is the great and only solvent power of uric acid.”

Has one of your lungs heen partly destroyed by tuberculosis?  Has the
ructure of your kidneys succumbed to the inroads of nephritis?

“When we increase the vital production it hecomes a simple matter to gradually rebuild
1y diseased part of thc body.”

In fact, have you any discase?

“Vital increase and control will cure any known malady.”
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All of these wonderful results may be accomplished—according to the',fg
McConnell booklet—by taking a mail-order course in “human electricity.” Off,",-[']
course there are testimonials most of them from women who, apparently, have
been cured of immaterial maladies at the expense of some material cash. Twof‘?
or three individuals who place “M.D.” after their names testify to the wonders
of the McConnell system. One is a man whose name recently appeared among ‘¥
the incorporators of a “drugless healing” college that is being founded by the.l?ﬁ-
advertising manager of Peruna, C. S. Carr; the other M.D. is on the facultys!
of an institution that gives mail-order courses in “chiropractic.”

Should the first form-letter to the prospective victim fail to bring to the {
Society of Universal Science the $25 that is asked for the “course,” he is

bombarded with the usual follow-up letters, so dear to the heart of the
mail-order quack. The price is reduced to $15 and finally the “first and
second lectures” are offered for $1. The supply of easy marks for a proposi-
tion of this kind is always large and the business has doubtless been a profitable

one., As has already been said, McConnell succeeded in getting the endorse-

ment of some men who should have known better.

A week or two ago this wretched man surrendered to the police of New
York City. A pathetic figure indeed was taken into custody; his eyes red
from weeping, his hair unkempt—McConnell was obviously a nervous wreck.
He had, under the alleged impulse of delusions that she was interfering with
his great “work,” shot at his wife twice, one bullet striking her in the back
of her head, as she was fleeing from him. At the time of his arrest his pockets
were filled with testimonials praising his “system.”

Were not those “intellectuals” who listened so gravely to McConnell’s
idiotic vaporings about “life” and “health” and “electricity” and all the rest,
who hailed this poor dement as the discoverer of a new philosophy and of an
unprecedented healing art—were not they all together fostering the mega-
lomania which has resulted in a homicidal frenzy of well-nigh fatal consequence?

Briefly, the matter amounts to this: Men and women who should have
known better lent the weight and respectability of their names to a scheme that
was as bizarre and unreasonable as its originator was mentally unstable.
Scores of ignorant people, and dozens of those not so ignorant, have been
humbugged by the McConnell fake. The desperately ill, the hopelessly invalided,
those who through the sickness of themselves or of those dependent on them
are ready to grasp at any therapeutic straw, however worthless—those are
the ones that are made to suffer mentally, physicially and financially by such
schemes as McConnell’s Society of Universal Science. Only those who have
followed up specific instances of the harm done by pseudomedical cults know
the tragedies for which such organizations are responsible. That such tragedie:
should be possible in this twentieth century is an anomaly and a disgrace.—
(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Jan. 13, 1912.)

ST. LUKE’S HOSPITAL AND THE CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL

St. Luke’s Hospital

This institution was briefly described by Mr. Samuel Hopkins Adams in on

of his “Great American Fraud” series appearing in Collier’s, July 14, 1906. ™M
Adams said: '

“St. Luke’s Hospital at Niles, Mich.,, has an . . . ingenious scheme;
sells diplomas to quack doctors. Most of those whom I have visited have i
parchment framed on their walls, notwithstanding that the institution h:
passed out of existence, its founders being at present fugitives from justice.””
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The methods of this concern were exposed in THE Journar, June 24, 1899,
(ct. 21, 1899, and Sept. 7, 1901. The last note brought a letter from a physician,
member of the Michigan State Board of Health, living at Niles. This letter,
viich was published in THE JournaL, Nov. 16, 1901, gives a few side-lights on
e St. Luke's fraud. It said in part:

“I believe this so-called hospital commenced operation here in the fall
of 1896, but its work has always been conducted with as much secrecy as
possible, and it was not until it had been doing business some months that
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the *diploma’™ of *St. Luke’s Hospital.” Mr,
ims, the author of “The Great American Fraud,” reports that he found most of the quacks
visited had, these diplomas framed on their walls,

we learned of its methods. Our state board, at its meeting in January,
1899, considered the matter quite at length, but no law under which pro-
ceedings could be commenced could be found and nothing was done.

“St. Luke’s is organized and incorporated under the laws of the state,
and it is capitalized at $10,000, 400 shares at $25 each. Of these ‘Dr.’
Charles W. H. B. Granville, of Niles, Mich., had 196, ‘Dr.” Arthur C. Pro-
bert, of Washburn, Wis,, 203, and Annabelle Granville of Niles, Mich., 1.

“Under this law St. Luke’s issued ‘certificates of merit,’ as they were
termed on their face, although in appearance diplomas. ;

“l do not think St. Luke’s Hospital ever really had a patient in it, at
least not one who stayed over twenty-four hours.

Google | B L

MICHIGAN



76

ST. LUKE’'S HOSPITAL OF NILES, MICH.

UNCONPORATED LADER TMN STATE LAWS OF JUCIROAN, M)
CAPITAL 8TOCK, $100,000.00,
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Dear Sir or Madam:—

¥We beg respectfully to call your personal attention to the fact that
on account of the excellent medical qualifications and high professional
standing, we have recentily elected and appointed as Visiting and Consult-
ing Physician and Surgeon on the.Medical Staff of our Hospital, Doctor-

of it .

v'e have no hesitancy in recommending him to you, and should you, any
member of your family, friends or acquaintances become sick and desire
medical treatment, we wish to highly endorse the Doctor and Tecommend you

) to patronize him. Should you at any time desire the ser e !
M

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of part of a letter which the exploiters of the *!
Luke’s Hospital”’ used as a bait in selling their ‘“diplomas” of membership. The letter,
will be noticed, is addressed to the public and was sent out by the St. Luke’s concern for t
alle%d purpose of drumming up business for those who had purchased “Certificates of Me
bers
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Photographic reproductions (reduced) of the a?plxcatmn blanks used by the “St. Luk
Hospital of Niles, Mich., and the “Christian Hospit of Chicago, respectively. They are pr
tically identical.
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“In order to reach this institution, the legislature of 1899 passed Act
No. 151, entitled ‘An act to specify the sources of authority for the issuing
of medical diplomas,” etc. Since this time I am not aware that St. Luke’s
has issued anything except what they term ‘certificates of stock,’ which
have the appearance of diplomas, however, and it seems to us here very
laughable that they should be able to sell such things to anybody in their
right mind. If you know of any infringement of the laws of the state by
this institution, I would like to know of it. :

MEMBRERSH IR T
‘ INCORPORATED UNDER THE STATE LAWS OF
- n ILLINDIS 1804

= THORIZED CAPITALY

“Thyisis tu Certifp that $25600000

A Bernaps, WD HMRES. Eng.

= IS A MEMBER OF THE =———

STAFF oF PHYSICIANS, SURGEONS ano SPECIALISTS oF CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL oF CHICAGO
ANMD IS /M GOOD PROFESSIONAL STANDIMG AND ENTITLED TO ALL THE PRIVILEGES APFERTAINING THERETD

News Worod PO,

PAESIDENT

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the membership ticket of the Christian Hospital.

CHRISTIAN + HOSPITAL.

M. NEWS WOOD. A . M.. M, D, TAND BUPERINTENDENT.

Organized and Established by Charter from the State of llinofs.
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MEDICAL AND SURGICAL ATAFF:I
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& Address all letters to Clristian Hospital, 817 LaSalle Avanne.
Chicago, 1L,

Dear Doctor:--

Enclosed we hand you Announcem=nt of our Hoepital, with application
blank for you to fill out and return to us if you desire to te appolinted a
member of our vtnitlnﬁ and consuiting astaff,

Trere ars many advantages and benefits which will accrue to you froz
this membarship, some of which we will briafly atate, viz:i--

let. Our Certificate of Mesharahip (see fac-eimile) lo artlatically
deagigned and excoutaed in the higheat etyle of the lithographer's art, 1% hae
been pronounced by hundreds of modical men, to be the handsomest one evar
iseued by any Hospital or Medical College in ths United States, belng slgned
by & Faculty of Eighteen Names, with a large size officlal Gcld Zeal and blus
ritbon attachad, with the name and title of the member elepnntly engroased
in old English Text; when neatly framed and hung on the walle of your office
it can not fall to add to your prostige and lncresase your patronage,
rre Certificatas {or at 25.

CRaas

2rd.

e furnish FREE with e
a &

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of part of a letter sent out by the Christian 1los-
I in its attempt to sell “diplomas’ of membership. Notice that “*N. News Wood, A, M.,
D.,”” was “president and superintendent” and “N. E. Wood, A. M., M. D., LL.D.,”” wus
isurer. These were two names under which one man went,

“You speak of ‘Dr.” Granville as the head of the concern. He was never
more than a figurehead. Although no state law could reach the institution,
one of Dr. Granville’s numerous wives found him out, and, after being put
under $500 bonds, he left for parts unknown, and St. Luke's paid the $500;
so he is only a memory. ‘Dr. Probert has been the real head at all times.
He has held positions of honor, influence and trust, in business, politics and
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religion. . . . At the present time proceedings for his extradition fror
this state by the governor of Indiana for defrauding the inhabitants o
Bourbon, Ind., and vicinity are in progress.” ’

The Christian Hospital

The “Christian Hospital” was, to all intents and purposes, “St. Luke’s Hos
pital” under another name and operating in another place. While the St. Luke
fraud was supposed to have its headquarters at Niles, Mich, the Christia
Hospital was conducted from Chicago. In THE JournaL for May 23, 1903, a
" editorial appeared reading, in part, as follows:
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the ‘““diploma’” of the Christian Hospital. It v
Le noticed that the name engrossed on this diploma is that of the moving spirit of the c
cern itself. O. H. Wood, “M. A.”, whose name appears on this ‘“diploma,” has admit
under oath that she obtained her ‘degree” of “M. A.” from a mail-order institution wh
name she was unable to remember. The names “N. News Wood” and “Nathan E, Wox
were both signed by Wood, who went by both names and used different signatures—:
handwriting—in his connections with this fraud.

“It is only about a couple of years ago that the notorious ‘St. Luk
Hospital’ diploma mill and general fraud found it expedient to go out
business under special stress of Michigan laws. Now it has appeared aga
under another name, it is true, but evidently under the same auspices a
general control and with the same policy and fraudulent practices. Sii
May 15 the mail of THE Jour~xaL has been flooded with the circulars of
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‘Christian Hospital,’ 617 La Salle Avenue, Chicago, sent to it by righteously

indignant correspondents.

These circulars have all the characteristics of

the old St. Luke’s Hospital output, the same offers of staff positions,
fac51mlles (reduced) of diplomas, promises of advertisement and offers of
commissions on cases sent. The circulars outdo the St. Luke’s samples in
their unauthorized use of names of prominent physicians, in some cases
thinly disguised; among others they brazenly use the name of a noted
Chicago surgeon as chief of staff.

The Emi Chicago

Hagq located permanently’ lq

CLINTON.IOWA,

d| And wilt e fn bis bffice ° 212 Filth)
Avae., (over Pool's Ching Store).
EVERY amunmv ONLY,
"| From 8 a m. to 4 p. m. Consultatlon
and examination free aod strictly con-
Adentia). NO MQNEY REQUIRED
Jrom rewponsible parties (o begin
treatment.

woon, A. M.
Qim‘g Medical a»d' Sraical fost f'tf"
LASANIPranve, Chioas s
Establish¥d 81 CAlcagn uver twenty years.
y chartered under act of Illinulg

lature. Capitat (fully paid) $100.000,
The oldest, largest, most reliable and svo.
eeseful Medical Institute inthe U. 8.
Private rooms for Fatlcuts -lth Facllition
for any . X-Ray,
and Uriscoplesl Ennlnntlnu sro made in
all cases whensver dlagnosls is doubtful.
Write foe free Dook on Deformities and
Bruces. Club Feet, Curvaturs of the Spine,
Brouchitls, Catarrh, Cancer, Tumors, Flles,
Puralysls, Epliepsy, Kidney, Bladder, Eye,
Ear, Skin sad Blood Dluuu.lnd sl Sar-
ghodl

for th.

nad

i cove of all Odscure or Chronlo Diseases.
We absclotely guarantoe to core overy
anse of Nervouns Debllity and diseases re-
sulting from sbuses and jodiscretions ef
Youth and Manhood; Spermatorrhea, Sem-
tual Weakoess (might losses snd vital draln
in urine), Impotoncy. Varicocele, Mydro~
csls, Stricture, Phimodls, ote, ete. Charges
T | Heasonsbie. No Incurable rases accepled.
| No« C.0,D.” or= depoait " schemeos, Fallare|
I unknows tous: 10,000 testimonljai letters
- e lmm rured patients. Mnoy carad a¢|
freo and

p-cnllly of by letter. Write us to-day.
160-page Book op sl Chronic and Surgical
Dinensss and Hat of 130 aestious seat 5268
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Photographic  reproduction  (re-
wed) of an advertisement of
. E. Wood, A M., M.D., appear-
g in 1909. It will be noted that
e name of “N. E. Wood, A M.,
.D.,” appears on the list of the
Medical and Surgical Staff”’ of the
Christian  Hospital,” He also
gned himself “N. News Wood”
hen connected with the Christian
‘ospital swindle.
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-“In Michigan St. Luke’s Hospital flour-
ished under the lack of state laws properly
covering the offense of fraudulent diploma
selling, and not until the legislature passed

" an act especially meant to reach it, did the
concern succumb. One ‘Dr. A. C. Probert,
who was the real manipulator of the fraud,
is also prominent in the ‘Christian Hospital’
literature, if, indeed, he is not the real ‘if’
of the concern. While most of his associates
are new, we still see the name on the roster
of Dr. Charles W. H. B. Granville, who
was the figurehead of the Michigan concern,.
and who also figured i in some legal proceed-
ings elsewhere.

In THE JOURNAL for ]une 6, 1603, a letter
from the Medicolegal Committee of the Chi-
cago Medical Society was published giving
the results of an investigation of the Christian
Hospital swindle. Quotations from parts of
this letter follow:

“On yesterday, June 2, Inspector Ketcham
had Drs. A. C. Probert and N. E. Wood,
styling himself N. News Wood, arrested for
improper use of the mails.

“The history of St. Luke’s Hospital of
Niles, Mich, is known to most readers
of THE JourNaL. That corporation was
owned by Drs. Granville and Probert. The
committee has proof in its possession that
Probert has served a term in the Wisconsin
penitentiary. . . . In 1901 Michigan be-
came uncomfortable for this institution, and
this brings us to our present story. In 1893
the Secretary of the State incorporated the
‘Chicago Store’ for general merchandise
purposes. In 1901 this charter was pur-
chased by Drs. Wood and others and the
name and purpose changed so as to allow
of a hospital and dispensary. In 1903 the
name was changed to ‘The Christian Hos-
pital” It will be noticed that when St.
Luke’s faded in Michigan in 1901 this one
appeared here.

“The reading matter and the general busi-
ness policy of the institution are identical.
Nearly every name found on the Christian
Hospital staff was a member of the St.
Luke's staff or has appeared in some connec-
tion with St. Luke’s in the past. ¢
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SOME DIPLOMA MILLS

The “Illinois Health University,” the “Independent Medical College,” the
“Metropolitan Medical College” and the “Scientific Medical College”

The Illinois Health University was a fraudulent institution masqueradin
as a medical college but actually being a diploma mill. Its charter ws
revoked April 3, 1897, by the Supreme Court of Illinois. The man chiefl
concerned in operating this fraud was one James Armstrong who appat
ently found a very profitable business in selling snedical diplomas to anyon
that had the price to pay for them. Associated with him were Thomas Arn
strong and John H. Randall. After the Illinois Health University had been pt
out of business James Armstrong brought into existence the “Independet
Medical College” which was practically another name for the fraudulent cor
cern whose charter had been revoked. The “Announcement” for 1897-98 gav
as the “faculty” of the Independent Medical College:

D. A. ZwicaTMAN VaN Norren, M.D., Principles and Practice of Surgery, Medicine ar
Obstetrics.
IeN., A, MacuNikowskI, A.M.,, M.D., Anatomy and Physiology.
H. Scort, M.D., Diseases of the Genito-Urinary Organs.
W. B. HarLL, M.D., Physical Diagnosis.
T. A. Branp, M.D., Theory and Practice of Medicine.
CHas. E. Bower, M.D., Obstetrics, Urinalysis and Chemistry.
B. S. MeTzGcer, M.D., Pathology and Bacteriology.
T. T. Davis, M.D., Diseases of the Rectum.
. Pror. H. SamuEeLs, Ophthalmology.
M. L. Reep, M.D., Materia Medica.
B. T. Harwoonb, M D., Operative and Clinical Surgery
J. H. RanNpbaLr, PHD M.D., Biology, Chemistry, Hygiene, Tokology, Dentistry, Etiolog;
Psychopathy.
J. F. Cook, M.D., Materia Medica, Botany and Botanical Medicines.
J. ArMsTRONG, M.D., The Science and Practice of Medicine.
A. B. Oricka, Pa.D.,, M.D., Laryngology and Otology.
C. M. Hovey, Pu.D., LL.D., Medical Jurisprudence.
M. E. SeLiLenN, Pu.D.,, M.D., Gynecology, Theory and Practice of Medicine and Electr:
Therapeutics.
Frank E. Lyon, M.D., Hypnotism and Psychology.
MarviN E. CoNGER, M D., Mental Therapeutics.
A. CSL.?USEN, Pu.D., M.D., Temperamental Diagnosis, Advanced Therapeutics and Ment
cience.
R. C. Conger, M.D., Sanitary Science and Diseases of Children.
OweN E. Forp, Pxu.D., M.D., Ophthalmology and Gynecology.
Dr. D. PaLMER, Magnetic Healing.

The Supreme Court of Illinois revoked the charter of the Independent Med
ical College in 1899. Tue JournaL for Oct. 21, 1899, discussed the decision, i
part, as follows:

“The Supreme Court of Illinois, on the 16th inst., revoked the charte
of the Independent Medical College of Chicago. . . . After obtainin
further proof of the wholesale sale of diplomas by this institution, th
attorney-general brought suit in the Circuit Court of Cook County to hav
the charter of the ‘college’ revoked. After hearing the evidence, the cour
on Feb. 15, 1899, entered a judgment of ouster. The ‘faculty’ of the colleg
made no defense but took an appeal to the supreme court, simply to gai
time. The decree of the circuit court has not apparently interfered wit
the sale of diplomas. Indeed, the ‘faculty’ has earnestly endeavored to con
fer as many degrees as possible, and so ‘lowered the scale of prices’ an
gave degrees for practice in Michigan, Kansas, Texas and elsewhere, t
all who applied and paid. The sale has continued to the present. Earl
in the month the state board of health purchased one in Fort Worth, Texa:
for $20. . . . Recently the ‘faculty’ began to see ahead the ‘parting o
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the ways,’ and in August the institution ‘became affiliated’ with the-‘Metro-
3 politan College,’ another ‘legally chartered medical college, the charter
issued by the Secretary of State under the provisions of the Act of 1872.

“There is little doubt that the Metropolitan will be conducted on the
same lines as the Independent. If this be the case, its career will be
exceedingly brief. . . .

The career of the Metropolitan Medical College was brief. -One of the col-
lege circulars gave the officers and faculty as:

" |]. ArustronG, M.D., President and Professor Emeritus, Science and Practice of Medicine.
- 4], H. RanparL, D.D.S,, M.D,, Vice President and Professor of Dental Surgery, Anatomy,
put Physiology and Chemistry.
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of one of the diplomas issued by the “Metropolitan
chicql_Collcgc" of Chicago, a diploma mill that was put out of business in 1900 by the federal
uthorities.

HOS. ARMSTRONG, Secretary.

O>BERT JornNsoN, M.D., Professor of Dermatology. Lecturer on Tumorous and Cancerous
New Growths.

e DE Bartag, M.D., LL.D., Professor Medical Jurisprudence. Lecturer on Electrology
and Electro-Therapeutics.

. L. Reep, M.D., Professor of Physical Culture and Adjunct Professor of Materia Medica.
P. Pacxkarp, Pa.D.,, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Hydropathy. Lecturer on Intestinal
Diseases. Instructor in Hygiene and Preventive Medicine.

E. Rururson, D.D.S,, M.D,, Professor of Genito-Urinary Diseases. Lecturer on Clinical
Medicine, Demonstrator in Dental Surgery. p
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A. B. Oricka, Pr.D,, M.D,, Professor of Rhinology, Otology and Laryngology.
WiLLiax H. Brown, M.D., D.O., Lecturer and Instructor in Osteopathy.

Pror. ELic L MonTals, M.D., F.A.A., P.S., Professor of Obstetrics.

MarviN E, CoNger, M.D,, Lecturer on Sanitive Medication and Mental Therapeutics.
R. C. ConGer, M.D., Lecturer on Sanitary Science and Diseases of Children.

J. W. Benapox, M.D., Genito-Urinary Diseases and Discases of the Nervous System.
Jaues Jack, M.D., Professor of Practical Medicine.

The Chicago-papers for June 5, 1900, reported the arrest, on the charge of
using the mails to defraud, of the following individuals connected with the
Metropolitan Medical College:

James Armstrong, President.
J. H. Randall, Vice President.
Thomas Armstrong, Secretary.
Charles M. Hovey, Attorney.

Previous to this arrest the Illinois State Board of Health had secured ar
injunction against the Metropolitan Medical College restraining it from doing
further business. Then the “Scientific Medical College” was brought int
being. This “sold diplomas almost as boldly as did its predecessors, bu
it speedily gave up the ghost in December, 1900, when the postal authorities
acting at the request of the Illinois State Board of Health, arrested Armstron;
and issued a fraud order against the Scientific, Metropolitan and Independent.

On Dec. 15, 1900, James Armstrong, the leading spirit in all these fraud:
was sentenced to one year in the Du Page County jail and to pay a fine o
$500. This was secured by the federal authorities under the charge tha
Armstrong had been using the mails to defraud. Thomas Armstrong wa
also convicted while John Randall, the alleged president, who was indicte
with the Armstrongs, pleaded guilty. The postal authorities issued fraud order
against Armstrong and all the institutions conducted by him.

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY PHYSIO-MEDICAL COLLEGE

On two or three occasions THE JoUrNAL has referred to a diploma mi
that has Deen in active operation in Guthrie, Oklahoma, under the title ¢
“The Twentieth Century Physio-Medical College.” Last week a suit was file
in one of the district courts of Oklahoma Territory by the attorney-gener:
of the territory against this college to have the charter canceled. The pet
tion for the revocation of the charter states that the concern was organize
hy H. Warner Newby, C. A. Newby and M. E. Newby, and that it was fc
the purpose of carrying on an educational institution for the conferring «
degrecs, etc.; “that instead of conducting the institution as a medical colleg
it has heen fraudulently used for illegal means of issuing diplomas, and th:
instcad of issuing these as a result of a legitimate course of study, tt
diplomas were sold at wholesale.”

The institution was at one time sending ont circulars, not only from Guthri
bhut from a little town in Pennsylvania, and through the efforts of THE Journ.
the Post Office Department undertook to get a case against it, but tho:
connected with the Pennsylvania end of the concern discovered that they we:
heing investigated and stopped.

Besides “The Twentieth Century Physio-Medical College,” the same ind
viduals were conducting “The Twentieth Century Health Association,” whic
according to their circular, was incorporated under the laws of Oklahom
Of this concern Calvin D. Gully was president, and H. Warren Newby secretar
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Ostensibly, this association was organized “to advance the cause of liberal
.dicine and the mutual protection of members of our association, and to
rm a stronger combination, where all can be benefited and have legal pro-
tion wherever they wish to go.” The real object, however, appears farther
wn in the circular, where it is stated that the shares are $10 each, and
ery member of the association holding one share “will receive a large,
ndsome certificate, with a beautiful seal and ribbons, which will be a fine
nament to your office. We wish the co-operation not only of the physicians
the association, but every healer and every good citizen in the country. .
ery one who sends $10 will receive one of these handsome certificates,
x 28 inches, as fine as any diploma you ever saw.”

“To show the connection of “The Twentieth Century Health Association”
d the concern against which legal steps are now being taken, a footnote
the circular says: ‘“Graduates of The Twentieth Century Physio-Medical
llege, Guthrie, O. T., can practice anywhere in the United States.”—(From
e Journal A. M. A., Oct. 1, 1904.)

YERGIN'S NATURAL HEALTH SCHOOL

During the past few months we have received several inquiries regarding the
atural Health School” whose address is given as 759 E. 37th St., Chicago.
re is one of the many; it is from a county tuberculosis association in
chigan : '

“Have been advised to write you in regard to the standing of the Natural Health Schopl
759 East 37th Street, Chicago, Ill. Because of their advertising two of our clinic patients
re induced to try their treatment for tuberculosis. The result was no help, loss of vitality,
Ith, money and time. Also a cry to our association to try and find out what right they had
do as they are and to try and prevent other tuberculous patients from doing as these two

e’

This School Instructs How to Obliterate Tuberculosis
in All Stages, in 24 to 48 Hours, and Restore Sound Health

NATURAL Oreanised sader
HEALTH The Commen Law
SCHOOL Phone Kewwoed 10

ER P U R Be a Lopal American
_ SRR S5 HEALTHY

MR LT e -
: ' CHICAGO, [linois
759 Fast 37th Street

Photographic reproduction of the letter-head used by Yergin. Note the claim that tuber-
bsis can be cured in forty-eight hours.

The “Natural Health School” seems to be the latest creation of Milo
skine Yergin and his wife, M. Kathay Yergin. In Yergin's “literature” he
1ally styles himself “Dr. M. E, Yergin,” although, apparently, he never places
letters “M.D.” after his name. He does, occasionally, however, style himself
. E. Yergin, D. O, D. C” While Yergin seems careful to avoid the suffix
.D.,” the impression is given that he is a graduate and licentiate in medicine.
r records fail to show that Yergin was ever graduated by a medical school
was ever licensed to practice medicine. Part of the Yergin advertising
aphernalia for the present scheme, the Natural Health School, is a publica-
1, the Natural Health School Journal. This publication is sometimes issued
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in typewritten mimeograph form and sometimes printed. The price is $2.00 a
year or 10 cents a copy. In the issue of June 27, 1921, several pages werc  In 190

devoted to Yergin's alleged educational qualifications. . 2 common
. , J and Tater fs
SOME OF YERGIN'S QUALIFICATIONS “Dr. Yergi

According to this source of information Yergin “has spent fully FOURTEEN under the
YEARS in the various schools of medicine in postgraduate work.” These fourteen control an
years, we are told, were “distributed in the following schools—Allopathic or kind of g
‘regular,’ six years. Several years variously in the Homeopathic, Eclectic, mimeogras
Physiomedical and Chiropractic Schools.” We learn further that in 1901 he

- was a vegetarian chef in New York City and in the same year seems to have
been teaching telegraphy and typewriting in a “business college” in Newark,
N. J. It is also claimed that Yergin, in 1911 and 1912 “was faculty member
of the National School of Chiropractic” and at one time owned a third interest
in this institution. We are told that “Dr. Yergin is well versed in hydro-
therapy,” “has a practical knowledge of osteopathy and spondylotherapy,” and, -
further, that “Dr. Yergin is licensed by the Illinois State Board of Health, and
registered in Peoria, Champaign and Chicago.”

A search through a number of the Chicago city directories covering the past
twenty years discloses the following references that may have some bearing
on the present case:

1908: Yergin, Milo E., tel opr.
1911: Yergin; Milo E., printer.

The name of Milo E. Yergin does not appear in the Chicago city directory
for 1910; neither does it appear in any issue subsequent to 1911.

THE NATIONAL HEALTH LEAGUE

A few years ago the Yergins were conducting the “National Health League
Sanitarium” (with “Lady and Gentlemen Nurses”) at Champaign Ill, together
with the “National Health League Institute” and “The National Health League
Food Plant.” Then there was an “Institute of Reactive Therapeutics” which
held forth at 1701 W. Washington Boulevard, Chicago. From this address was
sold ‘Yergin’s “Home Study Course of Structural Dietetics” for which “Dr.
Yergin usually charged $100,” instead of the “ridiculously low” price of $25,

“at which it was then offered. The “resident course” was $50! This same
“course” was also advertised for a while by the “National Health League” of
from Kidder, Mo. (Population about 300). vorks

In addition to the “course” on “Structural Dietetics,” Yergin also had
more material merchandise for sale: the “All Natural Salt” put up in two pound [¢™
packages and sold for 50 cents a package. e

In 1915 Yergin was in Nashville, Tenn., where, according to the local papers, !:?)‘;’
“pbroad plans” were being laid for the “wide and effectual distribution of the Em;
products of the League Food Plant,” it being the plan “to make Nashville the ras
headquarters of the League and the home of the Health Food Factory.” You

In 1914 Yergin wrote to a Chicago paper offering it, without charge (“a he
sacrifice in the interests of humanity”), an epitome of his system of “Structura
Dietetics.” Attached to the face of the letter sent to this paper was a “stickers
quoting one “J. M. W. Cannon, M.D.,” to the effect that “Dr. Yergin is the be
and most broadly informed in medical matters, and the most up-to-date
the treatment of disease of any doctor it has been my privilege to mee®
Yergin, apparently, was willing to admit ‘it.
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THE COOPERATIVE FOOD COMPANY AND THE N. H. S.

In 1920 Milo E. Yergin was president of the “Co-operative Food Company”
common law concern conducted first from 4216 Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago,
d later from his present address. The Co-operative Food Company advertised
)r. Yergin’s Pus and Pain Chart.” The chart sold for $10 and was advertised
der the claim that it would enable one “with the simple foods of nature” to
ntrol and completely obliterate in from fifteen minutes to fifteen hours any
nd of pain and all pus conditions. The “Pus and Pain Chart” was a
imeographed affair of twenty pages. Apparently, it was impossible to work
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Of course the “school” issues diplomas! Here's a greatly reduced reproduction of these
vorks of art.

he marvels of the “Pus and Pain Chart” unless one had certain “natural foods
lescribed in this chart.” There were “Sea Food Baths,” “Earth Food Table
salt,” “Food Todine,” “Cinnamon Food Oil,” “"Myrrh Compound” and “Cold
“ood.” All were for sale by the Co-operative Food Company at prices ranging
rom 25 cents to $3.00 a package. The use of “chemically pure Epsom Salt”
vas also recommended (under no circumstances for internal use) and this
vould be furnished at $1.00 a pound, transportation extra. Later, the name of
he “Co-operative Food Company” was changed to the “N. H. S. Food Plant.”

4 POTIONS AND PIETY

Reverting again to the “Natural Health School”: This seems to combine a
rong mixture of religious fanaticism with the practice of the healing art.
gcripture is quoted freely and the latest issue of the Natural Health School
Journal declares that the world will come to an end within the next two years.

MICHIGAN



86

A most gorgeous description is given of the world to come with a picture ’
portraying the wall around the New Jerusalem, said to be “of pure jasper, at
least two hundred eighty-eight feet above its foundations”—with an inset of
the Equitable Life Building to show that this wall is as high as the New York
skyscraper!

Although Yergin seems convinced that the world will come to an end within
the next twenty-four months, and says that no subscriptions to the Natural
Health School Journal will be accepted after Sept. 1, 1922, he urges his followers
to buy stock in the Natural Health School. Possibly it is a misnomer to speak
of “buying” this stock, although it is Yergin's own phrase, as one learns by
further search that this stock is “non-interest bearing” and “pays no dividends
after the manner of this world.” Nevertheless, “each person can purchase” as

much stock as he desires. The price is $100—cash, after the manner of this
world!

'Ycrgin and his Natural Health School, it seems, went through a period of
trial from December, 1920, to May, 1921. During this period, we are told

“a definite attempt” was made “to destroy the life of Dr. Yergin by occult
supremacy.” Thus:

“Persons attempting to come to the School Rooms were in several instances prevented by
a sudden onsweep of overmastering fear.

. “Others were made deathly sick and some fainted in the School Room. Night after
night this occurred until the source was recognized and the spiritualistic and occult influences
destroyed by God in answer to the prayers of those in charge of the NHS.

“For over two months, finances, which had been regular, suddenly dropped from several
hundred dollars per month to less than $25, until the cause was located in spiritualistic and
occult opposing effort, and then in answer to prayer, God destroyed the opposing power and
at once re'stored the normal income of the sustaining elements of the NHS.”

TRUE MUSICAL THERAPY

Yergin has developed a theory as interestingly bizarre as some of those
of Albert Abrams of San Francisco. He puts forward a “True Musical
Therapy,” whereby, with the aid of a piano “thoroughly in tune, having high
quality strings,” it is possible to produce vibration rates corresponding to
the chemical elements! We read:

“Take for instance, MERCURY and cRLORINE and strike the keys on a well-tuned piano,
corresponding to these chemicals on the Key Chart—D in octavo two, and B in octavo seven
as marked—and after a few seconds, a sensitive person will respond with a noticeable flow of
saliva in the mouth,

“Keep the keys sounding for a few moments and it will start a bowel action.”

The possibilities in treating stomachache, soft corns, psoriasis or smallpox
by playing the piano, seem unlimited. As not all of us can become virtuosos,
Yergin is coming to the rescue—if he has time before the world comes to an
end. Says he:

“It is the plan of the writer, as soon as he is at liberty to do so—free from other duties
sufficiently—to write out true therapeutical music, and have it perforated on rolls, so that
those who wish to have musical healing and health-restoring effects accomplished upon them-
selves, can do so by placing these rolls in a good player piano.

‘““This, however, will not work on the ordinary player piano. It must be a piano that is
thoroughly in tune, having high-quality strings.”

It is fair to assume that when these marvels are consummated the Natural
Health School will be in the piano business—putting out instruments that havy
“high-quality strings.” One of Yergin’s disciples might work on the possibilit
of extending this musical therapy to the phonograph trade.
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The preposterous nonsense promulgated by Yergin is, apparently, accepted
at its face value by many laymen, and not a few so-called “drugless practi-
tioners.” The harm that men of this type can do is realized when one reads of
individuals who are “treating” sufferers from tuberculosis, cancer and equally
serious conditions by the fantastic principles laid down by Yergin and the nos-
trums sold by him.

Truly, Goethe was right: “Nothing is more terrible than active ignorance.”
—(From The Journal A. M. A. Aug. 26, 1922.)

Google



. Original from
[ d b
e GOOSI*’-' UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN



o' —e

NOSTRUMS and QUACKERY

[VoLuME 1—1912]

qu some years THE JOURNAL of the American Medical Association has
published articles dealing with quackery and the “patent medicine’” evil.
These have been brought together, elaborated and freely illustrated to make
the book Nostrums and Quackery. The book was published in the belief not
only that the information ought to go to the public, but also that the public
desired just such information. »

The distinguishing features of Nostrums and Quackery are the thorough-
ness with which the work has been done and the accuracy of the informa-
tion it gives. Some of the subjects are:

Advertising Specialists Baby Killers Medical Institutes
Cancer Cures Diabetes Cures Hair Dyes
Consumption Cures Confidence of Quacks Headache Cures
Deafness Cures Drug Cures Miscellaneous Nostrums
Asthma Cures Mail-Order Concerns  Testimonials

Mechanical Fakes

This book is bound in dark green cloth, stamped iw gold. Mare than 700
pages. Over 300 illustrations.

Price, $1.00, Postpaid

NOSTRUMS and QUACKERY

Allied Matters Affecting the Public Health
[VoLrume 11—1921]

This volume contains articles on the nostrum evil, quackery and allied
matters affecting the public hcalth, that are of special interest to the general
public. Most of the material has appeared in TuE JoUrNAL of the American
Medical Association and it has been brought together, elaborated and freely
illustrated in the present volume.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE CHAPTERS

Alcohol, Tobacco and Epilepsy Cures Mineral Waters

Drug Habit Cures Female Weakness Obesity Cures
Consumption Cures Cures Quackery of the Drug-
Cosmetic Nostrums Nostrums for Kidney less Tépe
Deafness Cures Disease and Diabetes Tonics, Bitters, etc.

Mail-Order Concerns

This book is bound in dark greem cloth, stamped wn gold. More than 800
pages. Ower 500 illustrations

Price, $2.00, Postpaid

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

6368 NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CI-?A&O\
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PAMPHLETS ON THE

NOSTRUM EVIL AND QUACKER

Prepared and Issued by the Propaganda Department of The Journal
of the American Medical Asseciation

Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Habit Cures.—Illustrated; pri1
15 cents.

Cancer Cures—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Consumption Cures.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Cosmetic Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Deafness Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Epilepsy Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Female Weakness Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Mechanical Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Medical Institutes.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Medical Mail-Order Frauds-—Illustrated; price 25 cents.

Men’s Specialists.—Illustrated; price 30 cents,

Mineral Waters.—Illustrated; price 10 cents.

Miscellareous Nostrums.—Illustrated; price 30 cents.

Miscellaneous Specialists.—Illustrated; price 10 cents.

Nostrulxgm for Kidney Disease and Diabetes.—Illustrated; price

cents. .

Nostrums and Public Health.—Price 10 cents.

Obesity Cures.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Quasi-Medical Institutions.—Illustrated; price 15 cents.

Testimonials.—Illustrated; price 10 cents.

(Prices iﬁclude postage)

This list is subject to change. Write for a descriptive price
list of pamphlets and other publications dealing with the nostrum
evil and quackery.

“AT THE BAR OF PUBLIC OPINION”
[Price, 10 cents]

This is a collection of quoted opinions from newspapers and
magazines on the subject of the nostrum evil and quackery. The
criticisms, coming from sources which might be financially bene-
fited if they kept silent, are of particular interest.

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
838 NORTH DEARBORN STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.
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