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PREFACE.

"There has ever  been a continued eucces-ion  o f P h ilosophers  in ' i l l  

a l t h o '  the h e e d le s s  world ha th  seldom taken n o t i c e  of thou, Car the an c ien ts  

uguj.11/  (be fo re  they d i a l )  adopted one or o th e r  fo r  t h e i r  cons, who® they know 

w ell f i t t e d  w ith  auch l i k e  r ju a l i t i e e ,  in.l o th e rw ise  than fo r pure V i r tu e 's  &nko 

l e t  no man expect to  a t t a i n  i t .  Rewards nor t e r r o r ? ,  be they never go m unificent 

or d re a d fu l ,  oan w rest the  s e c r e t  out o f  thy bosom o: a ph ilosopher.

"A n iif  i t  so f e l l  out t h a t  they met n o t w ith  any whom they conceived in a l l  

r e s p e c ts  worthy o f t h e i r  a jo p t io n ,  they then re s ig n ed  i t  in to  the h-n.dc of God, 

who n ea t Jcne* where to o etow i t .  However, they seldom l e f t  th e  world before 

they l e f t  some w r i t te n  legacy othind mem, which (ooing the issue  of t h e i r  o ra in ) 

s tood in rooGi *na p ine , o f  c n i l i r e n ,  and occomee to us ooth p a ren ts  ond schoolm aster.

"In th e se  le g i t im a te  c h i ld re n  they l iv e d  lo n g e r  th.*n in t h e i r  adopted sonsj for

though th ese  c e r t a in ly  p e r ish ed  in an u^e, yr:t t h e i r  w r i t in g s  (s?  i f  when they i / e d ,  

t h e i r  so u ls  hu* been tran sm ig ra te . .  in to  them) se-med ss  i f  immortal, enough a t  

l e a s t  t o  perpetuE te  t h e i r  memories t i l l  time should ou no more. And to  be the  

f a th e r  o f  such sons i s  ( in  my opinion) a moat noo le  h a p p i n e s s ( N o r t o n ' s
t̂>r\do?\

O rd in a l l  of Alchemy, in firoaUum Chomicum r ir i t lan icu if l , by E l ia s  A'shaol©; »3S2.)

II  i s  with a s im i la r  fe e l in g  th a t  the au thor o f  the p resen t  volume, Li hough

n o t p a i r i n g  to  pose as a ph ilo so p h er ,  p re s e n ts  to  the world th i s  ch ild  of h is

bra in  as  a legacy to  those  in v e s t ig a to r s  and s t u l e n t s  who no t only now l i v e ,  but those 

wm- y e t  to come.

The conception  of t h i s  work a rose  fro® the  d i 3covory, oy the a u th o r ,  o f  an 

unpublished  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s  from f r a t e r  A, J .  D.  tftoLeod Uooro, IX°, 33 , l a t e  

Supreme flatus o f  the R oeicruc ian  Society in Canada an i Sovereign Grand Coinnander 

o f  the A ncient and Accepteu S c o t t is h  R ite  in C inada, to  General A lbert Pike, ?3°, 

then i,he Sovereign Grand Commander o f  the A ncien t and Acoeptei S c o t t ish  R ite  for
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Southern ilasonio J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  the  United S t a t e s ,  and ono o f th e  g r e a t e s t  

o f  Ai&eonic S ch o la rs .

These l e t t e r s  were found in the  Archives o f  the R ite  in the  House o f  the Temple 

a t  Rwehington, D. C . ,  and r e l a t e ^  to  th e  proposed eats-bliehaient by A lbert  Pike 

o f  a Sovereign and Independent C ollege  o f  Roaicrucitme fo r  the  United S ta te s .

The in te n t io n  o f  the au th o r  was, a t  f i r s t ,  to prepare  a s e r ie c  o f  a r t i c l e s  

f o r  THE BUILDER, the  organ o f  the  R a tiona l MaCoonic Reeearen S o c ie ty ,  o f  Aatutryfe, ^1 

Iowa, and in c o rp o ra te  t h e r e in  th e se  l e t t e r s  to  A lbert P ike , with h i s t o r i c a l  

a n n o ta t io n s .  But while  th e se  a r t i c l e s  were in  p re p a ra t io n ,  eo much new m a te r ia l  

kep t c o n s ta n t ly  coming to  hand th a t  a more ex tens ive  work wae planned than 

would be su i te d  fo r  p e r io d ic a l  p u b l ic a t io n .

As a r e s u l t ,  an o u t l in e  o f  th e  H is to ry  of the  R osic ruc ians  has been w r i t te n  in 

combination with a l ik e  H ia to ry  o f  freem asonry , the  in te n t io n  being to  show tho 

two o rg a n iz a t io n s  in  s im ultaneous a c t i v i t y  and growth; although i t  must be 

rememoered tn a t  th e  f tos ic ruc ion  Brotherhood g re a t ly  onted te s  Freemasonry, and i s  

th e  s e c r e t  ro o t  from which Freemasonry bpr«,ng. In o th e r  words. Freemasonry i s  

un e x o te r ic  body, appea ling  to  tho Many and p resen ting  a ooyular e t h i c a l  philosophy* 

whereas the R osic ruc ian  Bi'Othei'hood it* the  e s o te r ic  body, seeking but the  few
l

e a r n e s t  s tu d e n ts  o f  the M y s te r ie s ,  to  whom i t  explains  thefundamenta! philosophy 

o f  th e  c r e a t io n ,  r i s e  and development o f  MAN.
tru e

V o l ta i r e  once sn id ;  "Booke a re  made from books." E sp ec ia l ly  i s  t h i s  JCJMff of

th e  p re se n t  volume, fo r  th e  6 r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  i t  i 3 but a s e r i e s  of q u o ta t io n s  from

v a r i e s  a u t h o r i t i e s  s trung  to g e th e r  on th e  chain  o f  ch ro n o lo g ica l  eequenco.
co u rteo u sly

Hence i t  confessed ly  la c k s  l i t e r a r y  s t y l e ,  and the read er  is^aeked t o fo rg ive  t h i s  

omieeioa and to  accep t in i t e  s tead  th e  honesty  of p u r p o s e  with which i t  i s  tho 

w r i t e r ' s  in te n t io n  to  p re s e n t  t h e  t r u t h s  s e t  fo r th .

The s to ry  o f  th e  beg inn ings  of r e l i g io n  involves a vas t  amount o f  d e t a i l  which 

would re q u i re  many volumes to  t r e a t  a d eq u a te ly ,  so the f i r s t  c h a p te r ,  wnich d ea ls  

with, t h i s  s u b je c t ,  i s  but th e  m erest e k e le to n ,  g iv in b , however, some of the

R osic ruc lan  toach inge  concerning r e l ig io u s  o r ig in s .



I t  i s  g r e a t ly  to  ba deplored  t h a t  th e  l i b r a r i e s  in t h i s  country a re  g e n e ra l ly  

d e f i c i e n t  in  m a te r ia l  on which to  base an adequate  resume o f Rosicruciun h is to ry  

on th e  c o n t in e n t  o f  Europe, but t h i s  c u i  l a r g e ly  be accounted fo r  by the  secrecy 

w ith which the  Brotherhood has g e n e r a l ly  o p e ra te d ,  and the  o b l ig a t io n  o f  i t s  

members n o t  to  d ivulge the nunea of i t a  i n i t i a t e s .

The w r i t e r  admits th a t  much more could  have been sa id  in th i s  work concerning 

auoh g r e a t  Adeptu and Mystics as G andivogiua, Fludd, P a ra c e lsu s ,  V a len tine ,

Vaughn, P h i l a l e th e a ,  e t c . ,  but i t  has been thought t n a t  enough has been given 

to  show th e s e  w orth ies  in t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  and the  e a rn e s t  s tuden t can 

u lean  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  l iv e s  from a v a i l a b l e  books.

A deep deb t o f  o b lig a tio n  i s  acknowledged by the  w r i te r  fo r  he h e lp  o f  the 

fo llow ing  F ra t r e a  and Brethren who have so k in d ly  a s s i s t e d  him in the  p rep a ra t io n  

o f  t h i s  work.

Among those  «ho hare passed to  the  H igher L ife  he d e s i r e s  to remember with 
valued

e s p e c i a l  g r a t i t u d e  h is  Friend  and c o r re sp o n d e n t ,  p r a te r  Edward }lolnte3 Brown,
A,

P r ince  o f  E u l is  and Grand f a s t e r  o f  the  Temple o f  the  Rosy C ross, to  whom he is

in deb ted  f o r  a fer e a t  deal o f  in fo rm ation  concern ing  tne Brotherhood in America

lu r in g  th e  middle o f  the  l a s t  c en tu ry ;  and a l s o  jno tner Friend and co rre sp o n d en t,

F r a te r  S y lv e s te r  Clarke Gould, to  whose la b o rs  i s  'lucjthe founding of the p resen t

Societ&fl Rosierucians. In America. Tie a l s o  wishes to  renudfeer F rc te r  Thomas J .
9Shryock, IX , the  l a t e  Supreme Magus o f  he S o c ie ta a  R osicruciana  in the  Hnited 

S t a t e s ;  3 ro th e r  J u l i u s  F r ie d r ic h  Sachse , th e  l a t e  learned  Grand L ib rar ian  W and 

C ura to r  o f  he R ight Worshipful Grand Lodge o f  Pennsylvania; Brother James H. 

Codding, 3 5 ° , the  l a t e  S ecre tary  G enera l  o f  th e  A. Sc. A> S. H ., N. K. J . ;  end to  

B ro th e r  W illiam Homan, 35°, l a t e  Deputy o f  th e  Supreme C ouncil,  M. # . J .

A profound and g r a t e f u l  re c o g n i t io n  i s  a l s o  duo those  friend?* and h e lp e rs  who 

a re  a t l l l  on t h i s  plane of e a r th  l i f e  and whom the  w r i t e r  counts a*ong h is  most 

esteemed f r i e n d s .  E sp ec ia lly  does he d e s i r e  to  renuer thanks to  p r a te r  George 

Fleming Moore, V I I I 0 , 3 3 ° ,  past Sovereign Grand Commander, A. i  * . " . R.» 3 . 'A. J .
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to  f r a t r e s  Eugene A. K o ltpn , IX0 , Supreme Magus; e ;

-Sen lo r 'S u b s  m o r e  -at^awp Benjamin W. Row ell, IX °,35° , Secre tary  G enera l,  and 

Joseph H« Goodspeed, VII , J i e d a l l i e t ,  a l l  o f  th e  Sooiotae  Roslcrucl^na In the  

Onited S t& teB . To p r a t e r  George W. Plummer, X°, 7>?°, Supreme J^gus of the 

S o o ie tae  Rouicruciana. In Amerioa; F r a ta r  F ran c is  Mayer, 0 °-0° , who w ri te s  eo
1J

le a rn e d ly  under th e  nom-de-plume o f Peregrines*  Boofcher Oerian Lan^, 33 Hon.,

'Dr*Grand H is to r ia n  of the  Grand Lod^e o f New York; B rother Henry R. Evand, 33 H o n ., iA .P .,
TV

Grand T y le r ,  and B ro ther William L. Boyden, 33°Hon., Grand L ib ra r ia n ,  both o f  

th e  Supreme C ouncil,  A.& A. S. R . ,  3 .  '.A. J .  To B rother grans e sp e c ia l ly  aro  

thanks due f o r  h ia  c r i t i c a l  reading and r e v is io n  of th e  author* a MS, and a l s o  to  

B ro the r  Boyden fo r  h ia  ewer c h e e r fu l  a s s i s t a n c e  in opening up the v a s t  re sou rces  

o f  th e  L ib rary  o f  th e  Supreme C ouncil,  thus lead ing  to  the  discovery of the 

l e t t e r s  to  A lb e r t  P ike , end the r e s u l t a n t  com pila tion  of t h i s  work.

LaO.’t ,  but no t l e a s t ,  aro thunks due to  th e  well-known b ib l io p o le ,  John M. 

p ry se ,  w ithout whose iu ae f 'j t ig& ole  h e lp  in f i n d i n 0 the needed scarce  volumes 

th i a  book would have been almost i  itposr-sible.

In c lo e in s t h i s  p re face  i t  would seem f i t t i n g  to iuo te  the Charge ^.iven to  the  

E le c t  in  th e  p reface  to  th e  cook e n t i t l e i  "Long L iv e is " ,  by pjuu,eniue p n i l a l e t h e s ,

F.F..3. (W illiam Somber), and published  in London, 1729 , j u e t  twelve years  a f t e r  

the  Masonic Revival a t  York, England.

"Remember th a t  ye a re  th e  S a i l  of the  E a r th ,  th e  L ight o f  the World, and the 

f i r e  o f  th e  U niverse . Ye a re  Living S to n es , o u i l t  up a S p i r i tu a l  House, who 

b e l ie v e  and re ly  on th e  c h ie f  Lapis A ngularia  (Corner S to n e ) ,  which the  r e f r a c to ry  

and d is o b e d ie n t  B u ild e rs  d isa l lo w ed . Ye a re  c a l le d  fro*  Darkness to  L ig h t ,  ye 

a re  3 choeen g e n e ra t io n ,  a Royal P r ie s th o o d .

"This makes you, my d e a r e s t  Bre th ren ,  f i t  companions fo r  the g r e a t e s t  k ings ; 

and no wonder, s in ce  the  King of Kinge hath  condescended to  tuaice you ao h ia ia e lf ,  

compared to  whoa th e  m ig h t ie s t  and most haughty p r in c e s  o f  the earth are as but 

worms, and t h a t  n o t  ao much a s  we a re  a l l  3ons o f  the  same One E terna l Father,



by *rhom a l l  th in g s  were made; but inasmuch ae we do the  f i l l  o f  h i s  and our 

Fa ther which i s  in Heaven.

"Te see now your h igh  d ig n ity *  ye nee what ye a r e ;  a c t  accord ing ly  th e r e f o r e ,  

and shew y ourse lves  iCEN, and walk worthy the  high P ro fess ion  to  which ye a re  c a l l e d . '

Peace and Goodwill Wr u n to ^ B  a l l .

’-f* • 4*New l o r k ,  .1. Y

■gri' ■ViT îi'Stel •Hp X •

Henry V. A. P a r a e l l .
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THE OATH

OF THE ALCHEMISTS.

Will you with me tomorrow be co n ten t  

F a i th fu l ly  to  receiT e th e  B lessed  S aoraaen t,

Upon the Oat£ th a t  I  s h a l l  heero  you g iv e ,

For ne g o ld ,  ne s i l v e r ,  so long as you l l r e j  

N e ither  fo r  lo re  you b ears  towards your k inne,

Ifor ye t  to  no g r e a t  a a n ,  p referm ent to  wynne,

That you d is c lo se  the  yo&cret I s h a l l  you teach ,

N either  by w r i t in g ,  no r by s w if t  speech,

But only to  him, which you be sure

Hath e»er searched a f t e r  th e  e e a c re t s  of N ature ,

To him you may re v e a l  the  a e a c ro ts  of t h i s  A r t ,

Under the cover of p h i lo s o p h ie ,  be fo re  the  world you d e p a r t .

From the Brer lo ry  of Philosophy, in the  

ThS'ifcfcum Chenicum B r i t t a n i c u a ,  by E lias  gshinoie.

r 'ubliuhei in London, 1.652-



CHAPTER I .
r * l> r l» l,TiEiilr EaF17 Or Aa in and tk*ir7Ccm#ic^loa-

t- , . |  ^  . - ■ _...— .,.,;.»c-.̂ .... ^  ,,4^??*,.
(DtytMl'^R philosophy teaches thsc£ during the Atlantean Epoch,-

“the prediluvian period;- the I n it ia te s  of the Humanity of the Saturn, 

Sun and Moon Periods In stitu ted  oracles for the purpose of giving  

stated  forma of In it ia tio n  to  those of that H'pooh who were su ffic ie n t­

ly  advanced in evolution to be capable of understanding the higher 

in struction  and attain  psychic development.

The Sun I n it ia te , or C hristos, who is  now the Regent of our 

* p lanet. Earth, selected  seven of the moat advanced In it ia te s  of 

the Atlantean oracles, and in th e ir  subsequent incarnations im­

pressed their higher veh icles so that they became the sp ir itu a l  

teachers of the prediluvian humanity, imparting to them the Wisdom 

R elig ion , the forerunner and fountain head of a l l  true re lig ion  of 

the present day. ^

These seven In it ia te s  are known in occult tradition as the 

Seven Prediluvian Avatars, or Messengers of God. Each of these 

Avatars gave as much instruction  in the Mysteries of Cosmos as the 

sp ir itu a l and in te lle c tu a l status of the Man of h is period would

permit.

. Tradition sta tes that in  these arohaio times there were Seven 

Churches or Temples, and I t  was the custom to choose seven mission­

a r ies  from among the most learned, pious and energotlo of the 

Saored College and send them forth  to preach the true Chademlc fa ith  

o f the F irst Messenger. These m issionaries were ca lled  the Sat Bhai, 

or the Seven Brothers*



Hear ShiraJ, in Persia,  is  yet presorted a memorial of th is

ancient ordinance* I t  is  ca lled  the Heft Tun* and was ereoted by
' (h

Scrim Khan in memory of the Seven D ervishes.

The Sat Bhai are probably referred to  in the Talmudical for­

mulas- "wisdom hath bullded her Mouse ; she hath hewn out her Seven
x

P illa r s ; the l ig h t  that oometh from Wisdom sh a ll never go out."

Correlating with a l l  th is  i t  is  in terestin g  to note that in

a reoent tr e a tise  on the Hindu philosophy, Ramaohandra Bose w rites:-

"How i t  i s  said that there is  a Brotherhood in existence which has
<2>

received i t s  knowledge from the primary Seven Riahisn.

Hie learned Dr* Kenealy sta tes that the Messengers of God were 

of two kinds, Measianio and Cabiricj the f ir s t  being the Teachers, 

the second the Judges. M© further s ta te s  that a heaven-descended

Revelation was given to the F irst Messenger, and by him corrmmnioated
€>

to  the earth In the Book we now know as the Apocalypse.

The most sublime a r tic le s  of re lig io u s  fa ith  were inculcated  

in the Greater M ysteries, and the Apocalypse was the secret volume 

which was used on f u l l  In it ia tio n , the visions therein being presented 

magically to  the d iso ip le .

The teachings of these Mysteries were transmitted thru oral 

trad ition  and were reoorded In geom etrical figu res, thus originating  

the Symbols which are our present day heritage from the by-gone ages 

and which form the nuclei around which cluster the r itu a ls ard 

litu r g ie s  of a l l  just and regular Rosicruoian, Masonic and Religious 

orders of a l l  times*

The most notable of the ancient fr a te r n it ie s  which became the 

Custodians of the Sacred Mysteries were those of Is is  and Osiris in

Egypt; of Mithras In Persia; of the Cabiri in Samothrace; of Brahm
u

in India; of Bacchus or Dionysus in Syria; of Ele^sis in Greece;A
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of the Brulda in B ritainj of Balder in Scandinavia, and of 

F itz lip u tz li  in anoient Amerioa. of the R ites which sprang from 

these anoient m ysteries, the most noteworthy was that of Pythagoras, 

the philosopher. This remarkable man traveled through Egypt and 

India during B#0» and the years fo llow in g, in order to acquire 

the in it ia t io n s  of d ifferen t countries, and at length established a 

Oenobitic or Monastic Hite of h is own which so c losely  resembles 

Freemasonry that many writers have assumed the absolute id en tity  of 

the two S ooietie8 . TTor is  th is the only modern assumption, as 

Pythagorhs is  evidently alluded to in the Old Constitutions of Mason* 

r y , and was the precursor of Euclid as a geometrician.

The system of Fythagorhs is  said to  have consisted of three 

degrees, and he enjoined a three years’ n ov itia te  and a fiv e  years’

silence* The instruction was o ra l, and were possessed of.
A.

s ig n s , tokens and words to d istinguish  each other, and were bound by 

an oath to seorecy* The immortality of the soul was a part of the 

in stru ction .

A system close ly  resembling the Pythagorean was that of the 

Essenes and Therapeutae of Syria, who were a monastic branch of the 

Egyptian G nostics, and were divided in to  secret degrees lik e  modern 

Freemasons.

Eusebius emphatically claims them as Christiansj even the 

Emperor Adrian, in describing Egyptian C hristian ity , sta tes that the 

Bishops of Christ were equally those of the doctrine of Serapis*

Ifcey a lso  hdd a secret examination: one presented the symbol of a
*t h (& /

Fish; the other le ttered  the in it ia ls  of the anagram, Iothus.

The e f fe c t  of these remarkable associations was to conserve and 

develop R elig ion , Philosophy, Science and Art .  They nurtured and 

elaborated Alchemy, Arithm etic, Astrology, ^stronomy, Geometry,

Music, Theogony, Theology, Theosophy, Theurgy and Thaumaturgy. These
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namea are io  be understood In their orig in a l meanings, and not as 

modified and colored by th eir  modern usage, association , and adop­

tion  by modern organization  j for only In th is say oan we gain a 

true concept of what these words meant to our anolent brethren.
j

F ortified  as the knowledge of these then hidden mysteries of 

nature and science wai by peculiar secret ceremonies, known only 

to  the P riests and the I n it ia te s , the se le o t  character of the 

fr a te r n it ie s  was preserved on the p r in c ip le i- "Give not that which 

la  holy  unto the dogs, neither oast ye your pearls before swine”,
* CDand the teaching was invariably veiled  In allegory and symbols.

From the e a r lie s t  times mankind appears to have ex isted  In
*»s

two d is t in c t  c lasses those of ordinary Intelligence and without 

kerfn sp ir itu a l Insight on the one hand, and those of searching in ­

t e l l e c t  and lo fty  sp ir itu a l aspirations on the other* A ll thinking 

people reoognize these d istin ction s between the many who travel the 

broad and down-hill road of self-indulgence and abandonment to 

m aterial pleasures* and the few who laboriously and painfully  climb 

the stra ight and narrow Path of se lf-co n tro l which leads to sp ir itu a l 

attainm ent•
From these natural and inborn d iv ision s of evolving humanity 

r e su lt  the two ancient methods of re lig io u s  teaching: the exoteric , 

giving out only so much as could be assim ilated and understood by 

the multitude j and the e so te r ic , leading the chosen few by the d i f f i ­

cu lt Path of personal In itia tio n  to the knowledge of the hidden truths 

o f the tfost High*
OMa oocult wisdom was termed by Pythagorfifl the "Gnosis”, from 

which Greek word our English word nBnown is  derived.

The ancient w riters frequently discriminate between the esoteric  

and exoteric teachings* I t  is  said that St* Chrysostom used f i f t y  

times the expressions- "the In itia ted  know what we sa y .”
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Orlgen, in hi# preface to the Gospel of S t, John, write#

*To the l i t e r a l  minded (or exoteric) we teach the gospel in the 

h is to r ic  way, preaching Christ Jeans and him oruoifledj but to the 

p rofic ien t fired  with the love of divine wisdom (the eso teric) we 

impart the Logos*"

S t. Cyril say# ;- "We do not speak openly, but deliver many 

things covertly , that the fa ith fu l who know them may understand, and 

they who do not may receive no harm." I t  Is a lso  written of the 

C hrist, in Matthew, 13*24- "All these things spake Jesus unto the 

multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them."

Hear a lso  Mark 4*11,12,- "And he said  unto them TUnto you i t  is  

given to know the mystery of the kingdom of Cod: but unto them that 

are without, a l l  these things are done in parables* That seeing they 

may see and not perceive; and, hearing they may hear and not under­

stand 1 ".

lhese are but a few of the many quotations which can be adduced 

from the ancient writings- to prove that re lig iou s teaching was both 

exoteric and eso ter ic : given publicly by Parables and privately in 

the M ysteries.

By Mystery, in the e c c le s ia s t ic a l use and sense, is  meant some­

thing se c r e t , unooramunioated; re lig io u s  r ite s  or ceremonies; or, as 

defined by E lias Cretensit in h is Commentary on Qregory Nazianzen*- 

"Thoso things which are transacted by us in solemn fe s t iv a ls  are 

ca lled  M ysteries, the knowledge of i*iich is  attained by superior i l ­

lumination and imparted only under the guard of apodal caution, re- 

Ion#' and Injunctions of secrecy"♦
The Obligation which was then, as now, exacted fr o m  the Initiates, 

was not o f the nature of the solemn oath which was administered in 

courts of ju s t ic e , called by the Greeks Ordhos, and by the Homans



foe jurandum; but a saoramentum, 1 . e* , p rotestation» 8 owe thing de­

clared by a solemn or holy mind; and o f the preoiee nature, as well 

as name* of the promise or engagement made by sold iers to be true 

to  th e ir  commander*
.. As th is  Obligation immediately preceded the communication of 

the holy mystery, the terras sacrament and mystery were used as 

syftonyms, or of lik e  import: thus* the person who had received the 

knowledge of the mystery was said to have received the sacrament.

And so* In e c c le s ia s t ic a l h isto ry , the word mysterlon, in the Greek, 

was rendered saoramentum in the Latin; but through modern writings 

a mistake runs concerning what the ancients ca lled  sacramenturn, 

as though i t  meant the eucharist y whereas i t  means only the obliga­

tion  o f the initiated'*" S t i l l*  there is  a bearing upon i t s  original 

designation in the present d e f in it io n :-  nan outward, v is ib le  sign of
r ®an inward sp ir itu a l grace.

Ib is w ill help to make clear the purpose of the D iscip llna Arcana 

or Secret D isc ip lin e , to which repeated reference i s  made in the works 

of the church fa th ers»
The  D iscipllna Arcana has been commonly explained as having re- 

/  ference to the Mystery of the Mass, the Sacrament of the Eucharist; 

but*\the reader)will surmise oorreetly  i f  he gives the term an esoteric

interpretation  and considers i t  as containing the secret teachings
*

as Imparted by the Master, Christ Jesus, to his d isc ip le s .

I t i s  believed that one of the pass-words used in the ceremonies 

the D iscip llna Arcana is  the well-known word "Sibboleth", which

it  appeared in Judges X II;6. Now Sibboleth is  simply an abbrevia­

tion  of S lbbollthos, which i s  combined from the Greek roots aibo lith os ,
<?> — A-------------

which mean Cherished Stone♦ So in th is  one word alone we have a link

which connects these ancient m ysteries with the stone which the

builders refused (Ps. 0X711:22), (see also liatt.XXI:42, Mark XII; 10,

atv£



Uttlca XXtl7', Acts IVjI I ,  1 P e * ll,7 ) , the Whit© Stone in which a New

Name is  written (Rev>2{r7)., the Philosophers Stone of the Rosicrucians

and the Mediaeval Alchem ists, and the Rough and Perfect Ashlars of

our modern Freemasonry j not to mention the obvious oonneotion with

the PiV G*: degree.

I t  is  undoubtedly true that the D iscip lin e or Catechesis Arcanl,

which was in vogue for at le a st  the f i r s t  f iv e  centuries of the

Christian Era, was the new College of Magift which Uhrist established

amongst h is  D isc ip le s , and of which the Oreater Mysteries were revealed

to  St.John and St* Paul*
The degrees of these Arcana are sa id  to have been;- f i r s t ,

Kateoomenol, or learhers, Jews, and the unbaptizedj seoond, 01 P is to l,

o r f t lth fu li  th ird , Fhotlzoroenol, or illum inated, enlightened, baptized:
ufourth , Mennetnenol, or in it ia te d !  f i f t h ,  Te l e i  oilmen o i, or perfected.

To u s, aa^RosicruoianiOandyFreemasons, the descent of C hristianity  

from the Oairlan re lig io n  of Egypt is  v i ta l ly  In teresting, esp ecia lly  

beoause the Roslcruclan Brotherhood is  at once the repository and the 

exponent both of the Hermetic doctrines o f ancient Egypt and the 

eso ter ic  teachings of the Christ*

The correspondences of the two re lig ion s are su ffic ien t to be 

oonvinoingi the Trinity most commonly worshipped thruout ancient

Egypt was O sir is , I s is  and Horus. The Triad of orthodox C hristianity
*

i s  the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, but that more c lo se ly  corresponding 

to  the Egyptian is  the Catholic Trinity of Father, Mother and Son.

As to the Incarnation, O siris was considered to be a God-man such 

as Jesus became upon h is  baptism by John* I t  i s  in teresting  to. notice 
that the incidents of the Annunciation, Conception, Birth and Adoration

as re la ted  by S t . Luke, read almost as i f  they were copied from the
X

scu lptures, at Lqkor, of the miraculous b irth  of King Amunothph I I I ,  
Regarding St* John’s representation bf Jesus as the Word of Qod;
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fourteen centuries before th is  E vangelist wrote, we find In Osirian- 

lsm th is  notion of the Word as the F irst-born , and Son of Sod.

And on the walls of the great Temple at Ffcllae, and on the gate 

of the Temple of Medinet AboU at Thebes, we read, in the very words 

of St* John's Qospel: "It la he who has made a l l  that Is and without 

him nothing has ever been made".

We are particu larly  struck by the resemblances between the 

Divine Pymander of Hermes Hercurlus Trlsraeglstus, whom tho Roslcrucians 

revere as the Father of a l l  their hidden wisdom, and the f ir s t  chapter 

of St* John*

Those s im ila r it ie s  of Idea and expression are the more remark­

able as they oould not have arisen from either writer copying the 

other*

i 7

Let us now consider the Resurrection which, unlike the mlraoulous 

V /  B irth , Is In a l l  the E vangelists. O sir is , burled In the Sacred

Island of P h ilae, rose again even as did jesus.entombed near Jerusalem, 

r ise  again*

Therefore, when we find the ch ief Temple of the very Island of 

h is sepulture sculptured with the resurrection  of Osiris ; when we 

see at Ih ila e , In the ohamber over the western adytum of the Temple 

of I s i s ,  the whole story that forms the oentral a r tic le  of Christian
V

fa ith  represented, not in connection with the re la tiv e ly  modern
<Z §)

Founder-Qod of Christendom, but the primeval (Jod of Egypt, we begin 

to  dimly r e a liz e  that beneath a l l  outward observances of re lig iou s  

ceremonies, and oonoealed behind the t r i t e  interpretations of 

ancient symbols, there are fundamental'truths of the greatest im­

portance; Truths which, through countless m lllenla of evolutionary 

ages have been wrought into the very constitution  of Man, the Micro­

cosm; yet Whioh can only be discovered and righ tfu lly  used by Man 

when he has attained to a certain sta tu s of sp ir itu a l development*
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$ 0  such as these who are in truth worthy and well qualified#  

duly and truly prepared# and whose hearts are a th irst for the water 

of L ife , the Most Holy Order of the Ruby Hose and the doldon Cross, 

known exoteric«O y aa the Roslcruclan 9S^r>t(̂ offere a lo g ica l and 

consisten t In it ia t io n , for whloh the candidates are prepared by a 

oarefu liy  graded ser ie s  of Instructions issued under the authority 

of the High Connoil*

The -Orĵ er in In no sense a degree m ill .  Money cannot buy i t s  

OradeB, for they can only be lawfully conferred upon those who, upon 

due t r ia l  and s tr ic t  examination, both oral and w ritten, are found 

Justly  en titled  th ereto .

Freemasonry, as w ell as those branches of Christendom that pre­

serve the highly oooult l i tu r g ic a l  and ceremonial forms and customs 

from Apostolic and even previous tim es, are regarded by hostcrucians 

as ex o ter ic . Neither possesses the keys to the Interpretations of 

th e ir  symbols and m ysteries.

But within the Brotherhood* a be
/(.

*6 taught those great cosmic truths

and sp ir itu a l v e r it ie s  which underly and explain a l l  that Is mis-
runderstood and mysterious in both Freemasony and C hristian ity .

No time expended In the quest for Truth can ever be wasted, for 

to  the student of the Mysteries I t  is  w ell known that each lifetim e  

Is hut the preparation for another l i f e  wherein he is  to learn the 

greater lessons for whloh he has been prepared by the experiences 

assim ilated In the l i f e  preceding.

1 8



CHAPTER II

Rosicruoian and Masonic Antecedents up to the Period 

of Christian Rosencreutz.

While the o ldest Masonic legend is  probably that of the Ark 

Mariner's Degree, which takes the candidate back to the tine of Noah 

and the Deluge, the Rosiorucian -Gfittfer (possesses evidence of an origin  

much more remote. The ancient Wisdom, Mystical C hristianity or the 

Secret Doctrine, by whichever t i t l e  occult truths are known, has 

come down to us from preh istoric times and by hidden paths.

S t. Augustine says; "What is  now ca lled  the Christian Religion existed
I

among the ancients and was not absent from the human race u n til Christ 

oame; from which time the True R eligion , which existed  already, began 

to be called  'C hristian'".

Without going into pre-C hristian times for h isto r ica l data 

of the Rosicruoian »e w ill  begin the present era with a few

hints given by Peter Davidson^as follow s: Jesus Christ was a Nazarlte 

of the c ity  of Nazareth, and i t  was here that the Monastery of the 

Nazarites or Carmelites was situ ated , wherein Pythagoras andhlias 

resided for a time, under Carmel, the Vineyard or Carden of God. 

Nazareth, the town of Nazir, or Nazaralos, the Flower, was situated  

at Carmel. Jesus was a Flower, he was the "Rose of Sharon" and the 

"Lily of the Valley", and from th is  arose the adoration of the Rosi- 

cruclans for the Rose and Cross; that Rose was Ras, and thl9 Ras or 

Wisdom, or the Incarnation of the Divine Wisdom, was betrayed in the 

Garden and crucified  upon the Cross. Pope Gregory the Great called

them the-' Carmelites o f  Syria, Egypt and Rome, and founded two splendid



Joseph, Samson,Monasteries fcr the hooded and bare-footed orders.
CPSamuel# etc., were all Nazars.

While this may be true of the symbolic or mystical origin 
of the Order, the actual Organization of the Roaicrucian /img
effected by Ormus, a driest of Serapis at Memphis# and a friend of

(Dthe Christian Apostles. As a result of his association with 
St. Mark in A.D. 46, he reformed the doctrines and ceremonies of the 
Egyptians by his recognition of the law of the Apostles. His dis- 
oiples united with the Essenes, who had founded Lodges or Schools of 
Solomonic Science, and travelled from the East to pr&pSfoate their 
Secret Doctrines in the West. The society thus became divided into 
two sects or orders, known as Conservators of the Mosaic Secrets and 
Conservators of the Hermetic Secrets, or the doctrines of the Egyptian
Thoth. Weisse believes that the Templars borrowed the Red Cross

&from this Eastern and later Western Rosicrucianism.
One of the Important duties of the Priests in the Mile 

temples was to guard and watch over the Nile Cross# whose rising or 
falling marked the prosperity or dearth of ancient Egypt. 'Jhen the 
Nile Cross fell, famine and pestilence were bound to follow; when it 
rose# peace and plenty were assured. For thi3 reason the merchants 
of Egypt and of adjacent countries were as nnHious to know t-he condi­
tion of the Kile as are our modern speculators to know the trend of 
the stock market. Thus the guardianship of the Nile Cross entailed 
great responsibility, and the duty of the Brotherhood of Pries4*3 who 
had the Cross in their care was one of supreme trust and integrity. 
From a realization of this responsibility# trust and guardianship 
came the more serious purpose of forming the priestly guardians into 
an hereditary organization for all time, and of making it the special 
guardian of the Secret Doctrines which were its heritage front the 
Theurgists.^



The activities of this Order were veiled In the greatest 
mystery, and originally the initiatory ceremonies covered a period 
of several years; being extremely rigorous physically, exacting in­
tellectually and searching spiritually.

From this Order, evolving slowly through the Dionysiana, 
Mithraics and Eleusinians, came what is our present Freemasonry; 
preserving the forms and symbols of many of the ancient truths with­
out, however, the keys to their real significance.

After the fall of the priestly power in Egypt, the remnants 
of this early Brotherhood travelled through Europe and became known 
to history as the Druids. They adapted their teachings to the semi- 
barbarous tribes of the Northlands, and thus the civilization of 
Northern Europe traces its origin, indirectly, to Ancient Egypt, as 
does also that of Greece and Rome.

With the rise of the Christian Hierarchy and suoromacy, 
the Order became the refuge of many of the early Christians who were 
sufficiently advanced both intellectually and spiritually to discern 
in the doctrine and dogmas of the Church the key to the deeply occult 
truths beyond.

The Basilideans, who were properly Ophites, arose in the 
second century, deriving their name from BaBllides, the chief of the 
Egyptian Gnostics. They taught that In the beginning there were 
Seven Bairds, or Aeons,of a most excellent nature; in whom we recog­
nize the Seven Spirits before the Throne. Two of these first Aeons, 
called Dynamis and Sophia - that Is, "Power” and "Wisdom" - engendered 
the angels of the highest order. The name of Abraxas, the Deity of 
-he Gnostics, is made up of the numerical letters representing the 
total 365, the aggregate of days of the solar year.

The Manicheans, whose tenets concerning the Saviour Jesus
are peculiar, derive their name from Manes, or Mani; and their doctrine



was first disseminated in Persia about the year 270. They speak 
mysteriously of the Anlma Mundl, or "Hyle": they call this principle
a deity, and agree with the Rosicruciana in asserting that it is a 
power presenting itaelf at once in reverse to the world and to the 
heavens, in as far as that, while it is dark to the one, it i3 light 
to the other; and contrariwise, St. Augustine fell under the Gnostic 
influence ani retained their beliefs from his twentieth to his

(9twenty-ninth year - viz., from 374 to 383 A.D.
A century be fobs St. Augustine, the monk St. Alban organized 

the arcane and Roeicrucian cults that had begun in Britain during the 
Roman occupation. This became the FIRST organized cultus in Britain 
and began about the year 287 A.D. The intimate connection of this 
with Freemasonry is shown by the following transcript from the Tho.
Carmick Ms. of 1727:_

"The first Charge to Measons in England ,
... was Glued*by St, albans he Gaue Charges to

Mpasdns.̂ in’. England for till this time"England 
Stood uoid of_acey*GhSrges- of. Measonry for the 
King of"£ngland was a Pagan St Albans was 

' A worthy Knight and was Stewart to the Kings 
.household and was made Gouernour of the building 

‘‘ of towns /Pasties walls and other Great buildings 
he Lou'd Measons well and cherished them much he 

' he made/their.pay-Rlght Good as all the Realm 
Did Require for they paid to them three Shillings 
and Six pence per weelce whereas they Did demand 
but • onê peny per day and their-meat and he Got 
them a‘'Charter from the King and Council and 
-Gaue ̂it̂ -the name of a Lodge'or an assembly 

~.v and he- tffts' at it hlmselfe and help1 d to'make
Meosonshand-Masters"

. JL U 

<?

From the Athanasian controversy in A.D.323 the Rosi-'.rucian 
k an active part In the theology of the times , asserting 

the existence of but One Godwin contradistinction to the Trinitarian 
conception of Deity promulgated then, as now, by orthodox teachers.

In the year 600, however, the pent into retirement



for the practice and gtudy of those arts and sciences which embody 

ita  cardinal princip les,

Abel, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, communicated further 

mysteries to the organized cu lts in B rita in  about the year 875 A.D, 

This is B rita in 's SECOND point of contact with occult sources, th is  

time with an entirely d ifferen t one,- the orien ta l. This mas during 

the reign of that most i l lu s tr io u s  Saxon king, Alfred the Great.

According to von Hammer, who gives his Arabian authorities, 

Abdallah, a Persian, liv in g  in  the 9th oentury of the Christian jera, 

accepted the Gnostic doctrine of the Aeons, or Sephiroths, or emana­

tio n s  of d iv in ity , and applied the system to the successors of the 

Prophet o f  Arabia, upholding Ismail as the founder of his "Path", 

and one cf his descendants as the Seventh Imaum. This man created  

Dais, or m issionaries, for the propagation of the system, and was 

succeeded by h is son and grandson. One of the name of Karmath 

brought the "Path" into repute.

The Secret In stitu tio n  was now seated at Cairo and termed

the "Dar-al-hicmet", bvJrwi T e n t  of S k il l ,  cr House of ".’isdomj
a.

and assemblies were held twice a week, when a l l  the members apse ared 

clothed in  white.

The memberb were advanced gradually through a series of 

seven degrees, over which presided'a "Dai-ai-doat", or missionary of 

m issionaries. Their then ch ie f, "Hakem-bi-emir-Illnh", increased 

these^degrees to nine, and erected in  1004 A.D. ^stately building  

which ,4ne abundantly furnished with mathematical instruments. In 

1123 the V izier Afdhal destroyed th is building, but moetlngs con­

tinued elsewhere.

Corresponding with the seven grades o f this Society was 

a Seven-fold gradation of o f f le e r s ; -Grand Master; Teputy; frtnstor;
t

F el lo w * .  /.gent; Aspirant; B e l i e v e r .  The In itia te  was s u c c e s s i v e l y



taught that, there had been 7 Holy Imaume; that God had sent 7 Law- f

givers, who In the interval of their appearance had each 7 helpers,
( 8)and that eaoh o f these had 12 apostles. ^

It would appear that in  1150 the Sultan of Egypt recognized 

the grades of th is  Society, for when a special rank was created for 

the learned Jewish physician Maimonides, i t  is added that "the en­

lightened men of the kingdom were divided Into 7 grados, each occupy­

ing a corresponding position  near the th ro n e!^

An ancient painting on wood, preserved at York, represents 

a view of the crd.pt of York Minster, with the in scrip tion :- "The
.i @Grand Lodge of All England, founded by Prince Edwin, A.D. 926.

About the year 1090 a Dai of the nams of Hamsa prevailed

upon the Druses of Lebanon to accept the In itiatory System of the

House of Wisdom. These Syrian mountaineers are a peculiar race

are probably of Phoenician descent. Prom the time of Hamsa they have

remained fa ith fu l conservators of the organization received from him.

The Sect recognizes s ix  degrees, of which the three f ir s t  are typ ified

by the "three feet of the candlestick of the Inner Sanctuary which

holds the f iv e  elements," and these "three feet" are - "the holy

application , the opening, the phantom",-referring to man’s innor and

outer sou l, and the body of matter.

The members are sworn to absolute secrecy, and s tr ic t ly

observe th e ir  oath. They are known to have signs of recognition

which are common to  freemasonry.

Blavatsky, who was an In it ia te  of the Sect, informs us
ethat the fundamental princlp^s of Hamsa are ohastity, honesty, meekness
A

and mercy; and that i t s  basis is  the old Ophite Gnosticism, which, in 

the most ancient tim es, claimed immense antiquity as the builders of 

the Draconian stone enclosures scattered over the old world arid even

Arne rica



I t  la atated in a Rosicrucian Ms. lying at Cologne, undor 

the nom-de-plume of "Omnis Mortar'1, that a Society termed the 

Magical Union was established at that c ity  In the year 1115.

Through the Templars and Knights of S t. John, Britain  

gained the THIRD point of contact with arcane Orders in 1118 A.D.

Albert de Groot, Count of ^ o lls ta d t, better known by h is  

Latinized name, Albertus Magnus, was born in Suabia, at LauJngon on 

the Danube about the year 1193. At an early ago he received from 

the d iso ip les  of S t. Dominic the secret of the Philosopher's Stone 

and the mysteries of the Posy Cross, and, by reason of his remark­

able in t e l le c t ,  soon attained the o ff ic e  of Imperator of the Order.

In the year 1214 he cornmunicated the m ysteries in Britain, thus con­

stitu tin g  the FOURTH contaot of Anglia with legitim ate Posicrueian 

sources *
Albertus Magnus was la ter made Provincial of the Dominicans, 

and In 1250 was appointed to the Bishopric of Patisbon. Pis pupil, 

St. Thomas Aquinas, he In itia ted  into the Posicrueian m ysteries.

In 1262 he resigned from h is  public offices to go into 

monasterlal retreat at Cologne. He died in 1280.

Albertus Magnus is  credited with being the inventor of 

gunpowder, which he probably discovered during h is researches in 

Alchemy, Ho was one of the strongest links in the continuity of 

the Roslcrucian erdor* during the pre-£fSjsS£. period.

At the close of the th irteenth  century there existed at
t

Padua an Alchemical P its  of Pose Croix. The savant Carburi was
<3>one of the la s t  Sages of that respectable In stitu tion ,

In the year 1374, Count von Falkenstein, Bishop of Treves,
* ©ires called  the Imperator F ratern ltatis Posae Crufcis. The possession 

of th is t i t l e  Is an obvious indication of the existence of t^e9̂ ^ ^ /

at that time



'h rhyuKThere ie  an old manuscript of th is date that ia**£j»FS the w
<uni O<

"Fraternitatis Posae Crucls", In which the whole symbolism Is so
A-

equally Alchemlstlc and Masonic that I t  would be d if f ic u lt  to say 

to which Society the writer belonged. Both Societies seemed to 

have a common transmission, the one as a building and tho oth r as 

a mystic fra tern ity . Tho natural Inference Is that the writer was 

a member of both S o c ie ties .

The period of the Renaissance was the epoch when the fore­

runners of Craft Masonry and the Posiorucian Art and Practice came 

with their message to the humanity of modern tim es.

I t  was Petrarca who opened the period of search, discovery 

and co llec tio n  of ancient manuscripts and works of art. He kindled 

a passion for books, build ings, s ta tu es , pictures and gems. This 

passion spread raoidly among sovereigns and scholars.

With the disoovery of literary  m aterial went hand In hand 

a new In telligen ce -  an enthusiasm for the ideas of the ancients, a 

ta ste  for general culture. Greece and Pome rose, phoenix-like, from 

the dust of antiquity to new l i f e  and vigor. V irgil sang Mg Aeneid; 

Plato taught philosophy} the gods of Greece became apostles of the 

worship of beauty.

The newly discovered ancient c iv iliz a tio n  was transfused 

with the sp ir it  of mediaeval C hristian ity . From these two sources 

arose a great litera ry  and a r t is t ic  movement, a new typo of c iv i l iz a ­

t io n , which aimed at an aesth etic  transformation of man a n d  a
q D

universal ond harmonious development of personal character.

Danto, Petrarca end Boccaccio represent the birth and glory 

of Ita lian  literatu re  and are the fathers of the revival of Letters.

The masterpiece of Dante, h is Divine Comedy, is  a declara­

tion of war against the papacy by a daring revelation of m ysteries.

{Note that the word "Comedy" is  not to be translated or understood



In the sense of a farce or fantasy, but rather as an e p ic .)  Dante’s 

v i s i t  to the supernatural worlds takes place lik e  an In itia tio n  into 

the Mysteries of E leusis or Thebes* Hia heaven is  composed of a 

aeries of Kabalistio c irc les  divided by a cross, like the pantacle of 

Ezekielj in the center of th is Cross a Pose blossoms, thus for the 

f i r s t  time manifesting publicly and almost explaining categorically  

the symbol of the Roslcrucians.

William of L orris, who died in 1260, five  years before 

the b irth  of Dante, dirt not complete the Romance of the P ose; his 

mantle fa ll in g  upon Jean de Meung, called  Qlopinel, some years

la t e r .

It w ill be discovered with a certain astonishment that the 

Romance of the I'ose and the Divine Comedyjare two opposite forms of a 

sin g le  w ork ,-in itia tion  by independence of s p ir it ,  sa tire  on a ll con­

temporary in stitu tio n s  and an a lleg o r ica l formula of the grand secrets
©of the Brotherhood o f the Posy Cross.

A contemporary of Dante and o f Arnold of Villanova was the 

celebrated alchem ist, Raymond Lully. He was a friend of John Cremor, 

Abbott of Westminster, and also c lo se ly  associated with the remark­

able English mystic and adept, Roger Bacon, About 129^, Lully 

in it ia te d  King Edward I into the Rosicruclan m ysteries.

A wonderful exposition of the secret meanings of the works 

of Petrarch, Boccaccio and Dante, and of their relations to mysticism, 

is  found in an extremely scarce book by Gabriel F o se tti, the father 

of the great a r t is t  bearing the same name but with the prenomen ,rDantd: 

The t i t l e  of th is rare volume is  ’’D isquisition  on the Anti-Papal 

S p ir it which Produced the Reformation: Its  Secret Influence in the 

Literature of Europe in Qeneral, and of Europe in particular." It Is 

a cultured book, a truly exquisite piece of work, fu ll  of Instructive 

suggestion and erudite information.



Thei most noted Alchemist of th is  period was Nicholas Flamel, 

a poor scrivener of Paris* He was born about 1330, during the reign 

■ of Philip le  B el, the spoliator o f the tirand Order of the Temple, He 

became proficien t In painting, poetry, architecture and mathematics.

He was elected  a member of the "Illuminated Sons of the Doctrine"I

and received the vision  of the Bath-Kol, or Voice of the Daughter, 

which appeared to him bearing a book in well wrought copper, the
I

leaves of thin bark with characters of gold graven carefu lly  with a 

' pen of iron , having on every seventh le a f  a picture symbolizing the 

Oreat Work.

He died In 1419 and by b is w il l  endowed many good works.

In 1450 a House was erected at Montpelier by the celebrated 

French traveler and financier, Jacques Coeur. It was named "La Loge" 

and Coeur is  represented on the fr ie ze  with a trowel In his hand. 

"Three porches may there bo seen in tho form of a furnace, similar to 

those of Nicholas Flamel. On one there is^ on one aide a sun a l l

over f le u r -d e - ly s , and on the other a fu l l  moon 

also covered with fleu r-d e-lys and suriounded by 

a hedge or crown as i t  were of thorns, which seem 

| to denote the solar and. lunar stone arrived at 

• perfection."

B asil V alentine, who flourished at the 

same time as Jacques Coeur, In his book "AZotb"* 

published at Frankfurt in 1(313, gives the tllu 9 -  

iflg* V ' tration here shown, Fig. . I t w ill b y  soon
'V • v ' V’’ 'Ij that the human figure has one body, with two 

heads; of a man on the right and of a woman on the l e f t .  Tho Man's 

hand holds the Compasses , and the V/oman's the Square. These symbols, 
therefore, have in Masoflry a Hermetic and Roslcrucian orig in , on



the aide o f the male head is  the Sun„ always the eymbol of the 

generative energy? and near the female head ia the Moon, always

the symbol of the productive capacity. In the middle, over the 

two heads, i s  the sign of Mercury (Hermes Trismogistos or Thoth), 

the Master of the Lodge, 1. e . of the Universe, of which the 

Lodge is a Symbol. tfelow tho.se are the signs of the remainder 

of the Seven P lan ets,- Mars, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn.

The winged globe is  the Egyptian symbol of Thoth Tris- 

m egistos, or the f i r s t  Thoth (Hermes) and of the world created in 

Time by the Divine Utterance, the Logos, that animates i t .  On the 

globe, under the Fire-breathing Dragon, are an Equilateral Triangle 

and a Square, the former on the la t te r , with the figures 4 -3 , in d i­

cating the number of aides of each. What these figures mean, as 

composing Seven, Is taught to the Princes of the Royal Secret in 

the 32d Degree.

Another in teresting  cut from the second part of the hook

rose under the influence of the generative energy cf the Sun is In 

f u l l  bloom; that under the Moon’s productive capacity is as yet a 

bud, containing a l l  the p o s s ib il it ie s  and p o ten tia litie s  of the fu l l  

blown rose , but yet unmanifos ted.

The most noted of the Alchemists to follow Basil Valentine 

was Phillipus Aureolus Theophrastus bombaatus von Hohenheim, known 

as Paracelsus, who was born In 1493 in the Canton of Zurich, FJ*ltzer-

Fig.

"Azoth", Fig. , but serves to emphasize the 

Poslcrucian and Alchemical origin of the symbols

of the Lodge. Here ia shown a crowned Magister, or 

Master, bearing In his right and le f t  hands the Bun 

and Moon resp ectively . He stands upon a thorny

Rose bush of two branches, each bearing a rose. The



land Hia father was a physician of repute and a possessor of

curious books. Paracelsus. studied Alchemy, surgery and medicine 

with h is father. He continued his studies under the monks o f  the
ltu*!

Convent of S t. Andrew of Savon,Alater at the University of Basle.
Be f in a lly  devoted him self to the study of occult science under the 

famous Johann Trithemius, Abbott of Spanheim. He was a great 

traveler and student. In 1530 in Uuremburg he was denounced as 

an impostor, but confounded his c r it ic s  by marvelous cures of 

elep h an tiasis , of which testim onials are s t i l l  extant. He was a 

great w riter, although but l i t t l e  understood. He died on the 24th *{f 

SeptSHfi541 j one of the greatest and most illu s tr io u s  of a long line  

of notable Alchemists and In it ia te s  of the Order.

An in terestin g  phase of the labors of the Rosicruclans cf 

those times was the great ingenuity w! ich they displayed in conceal­

ing their secrets from the profane. This was done in two ways;- 

f l r s t ,  by means of the Rota; second, by anagrammatlc transposition.

The Rota is  the same as what is  now known to us as a cipher- 

wheel, and is  here shown in a cut taken from the work "pe Occultls 

Literarum Hotls" by John Baptista Porta, Argentorati, 1606.

, This shows two concentric c irc les  

or d isc s , the outer one f i x e d ,  the 

; inner movable. The alnhabet is  

arranged around the circumference
I
| of the inner c ir c le ,  and a set cf 

jnumbers or other characters is  

sim ilarly  spaced around the outer!
c ir c le . By rotating the inner

3

c irc le  as many d ifferent characters 

can be assigned to each le tter  of 
■the alphabet as the c irc le  containsmmsiamM



'In the use of the Rota a key was always shown in some 

previously agreed upon way, which fixed the relation  of the two 

o ir c le s , and thus rendered easy the deciphering of a manuscript 

or le t t e r .
The method of anagrams is  much more d i f f ic u l t ,  for i t  

prooeeds upon no fixed  ru le , but merely transposes the le tters  of 

a word or sentence u n til they form a new word or sentence. To 

some th is  may appear extremely haphazard, hut when a large number 

of cases y ie ld  the most in teresting and valuable resu lts the e le ­

ment of chance disappears and a foundation of fa c t is  b u ilt for the 
further discovery of hermetic and Rosicruoian secrets in the ancient 
formulae and w ritings.

As examples of anagrams le t  us take the following from
K

"The Fronaos of the Temple" by Franz Hartmann. On 101 Is th is
\

Latin motto over a Rose Cross: "PRAESENTIA MUTTIAMtIP EJTJS in  OOITTT' 

NOSTRO"; transposing the le t te r s  we get-"ROSA, INF I N, NUMEIJ PA TRIP 

JEUE A MOTU SURITO", The translation  of which i s ,  f i l l in g  in the 

word "Nostra" which is  indicated by the abbreviation "N" after "llIPl" 

"The Rose, our I N R I , is  tho force of Fathor Jod-Hevo from quick 

motion". Another example from p.84 of the same work is  th is ; -  

"Vade retro satanas, Nunquam mihl suade vana. Sunt mala quae libas. 

Ipse venena bibas." The anagram resu ltin g  from th is is :  "F.n Rosa 

mundi, suprema beata, essen. qua. aqua viva Illuminnns, Veni a Hade 

Sabbata nst."  "Behold the supreme blessed Pose of the '!orld, f if th  

essence, liv in g  illum inating water. Our Sabbat, come from the 

Hades." ' Evidently the anagrammatist is  given a certain amount of 

licen se  in abbreviations, for frequently occurs "nst" for "nosier", 

"essen" for "essence", e tc .
The erudite Francis Mayer, to whose personal le tters  the



writer is  indebted for the anagrams presented here and la te r , says 

that working over these transpositions serves to cu ltivate  the in ­

tu itio n  to a marked degree. Oft tim es, after laboring for days 

over a sentence, the solution  w ill come in a fla sh , and tilth  what 
seems obvious sim p lic ity .

reformer, Martin Luther, was an active member of the Fosiorucian 

Order. His coat of arms shows a cross upon a heart and both, within 

a fu ll-b low n rose.

"Crux C hrlstl ITostra salus" , taken together with the in it ia ls  of the 

in scrip tion  which are repeated In the center from the nmgram;- 

"Rosa Crucis n s .,  lux eanct(a) C h rist(i)" - "Our Rosy Gross, the holy 

l ig h t  of Christ." Furthermore, these central in it ia ls  form with 

the cross another cross, thus giving the double stauros of the 

G nostics. The upright cross is  the solar cross, connecting the 

equinoxes and the s o ls t io e s , the four tr ip le-p o ta lled  fleu r-de-lys  

symbolize the twelve signs cf the Zodiac, and the central c irc le  

represents the sun. The four in it ia ls  might be also combined with 

the central 0 thus;- S 0 C ,-Soci9 tas; N 0 C,- Nocturna; or 0 C C,~ 

Occulta; referring to the hidden Order.

This is  i t ?"Des Christen Herz auf Posen geht. Wenns mitten unterm 

Kreuze steht."  The anagram of th is  reads;-"Uns Ftn. Posenkreuz

There are good reasons for the assertion that the great

Fig.
Lutherfs Coat of Arms,

Medal of Luther.
From Gretser’s D e Sancta Cruet, y

Luther is  in terestin g , for i t s  in scrip tionj-The medal of

The motto of Luther furnishes another link of evidence.
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herscht heute. Segaet den Seherl Martin z 1 Wittem." which trans­

la tes th u s;- "Our Posenkreutz Fraternity rules today. Bless the Seer! 

Martin of Wittemburg."

Brother Oasian Lang'a "Report on Freemasonry and the 

Medieval Graft Gilds" relates"*, that the Freemasons met as a "loving 

Brotherhood" in 1410, and that they were id en tified  with the London 

Company o f Masons. This Company was incorporated about the year 1410, 

having been ca lled  the iree Masons, a Fraternity of great Account, who 

have been honoured by several Kings and very many of the F ob illty  and 

Gentry, being of th is Society .
This indicates a formal recognition and legal acknowledgement 

of Freemasonry a t the same time that Christian Kosencroutz was laying 

the foundation for the revival of the a c t iv it ie s  of the Rosicrucian 

Order.



CHAPTER III

H istorica l Events from the Period of Christian Posencreutz 

to  the Establishment of the Societas Hosicruciana in 1 he

United S tates.

Christian Posencreutz was born in 1378; and. from 1393 

to  1402 was journeying In various lands where he r e c e i v e d  his  

m ystical in stru ction s, being received by the Magi at Pa-masons in 

1394.
\

In 1407 at his home in Germany he selected  three Tratejrs, 

and in 1410 ho chose four more; thus becoming the leader of a group 

of seven.

One of th is group, Frater I .O ., died in England in the 

year 1413; showing that the orig inal Eosencreutz group carried the 

work into B rita in , thus forming her FIFTH point of contact with 

leg itim ate Posicrucian sources.

The mystical vault in which Posencreutz was to ho entombed 

was constructed in 1413. This vault was a heptagonal chamber having 

a circu lar a ltar in the center and lighted  by an a r t i f ic ia l  sun in 

the middle of the vaulted roof. Each of the seven sides of this 

chamber measured five  fe e t  wide nnd eight fee t high. The c o r r e l a t i o n  

of th is  5 to  8 ratio  with the masonry of the Great P y r am i d  i s  so close  

as to  deserve notice at th is point.
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Let U3 draw a rectangle ABCD, Fig. , having a base CD of 8 units 

length, and a height AC of 5 u n its. The proportions of th is  

figure are the same as those of the sides of the vault of Rosen&reu|z. 

How b isect AB at P, and draw the stra ight lines PC and PD. The 

figure CPD thus formed i s  the Egyptian Triangle, and i t s  base angles 

are found by ca lcu lation  to tjjje 51o20, 24,,. ®

An average of the measured angles of the casing stones of 

the Great Pyramid gives 5 1 °5 l’ 14.3", as shown in the diagram of a 

cross-section  of one o f these stones. Sofne- of the other pyramids
G>

measure as follows

Second Pyramid Of Glzeh, -

Third H ;r II 1 ~

North M ti Abuseir,
o

------- -  51 3 5 '.

Brick II ti Dashoor, ---------- 51°201.

From th is  i t  appears that the angle so simply derived 

from the 5 by 8 ra tio  of the Tomb of Kosencreutz is  the controlling  

feature of the best preserved Egyptian pyramids; and i f  the Great 

Pyramid be re a lly  the custodian of fundamental cosmic measures, 

then th is ra tio , which approximates the Golden Section of the geo­

meters, is a cosmic ra tio  and is  an instrument of the G.A.O.T.U.

Rosenoreutz died and was buried in the vault in the year 

In connection with th is i t  i s  curious to notice that in the1484.



Cathedral in Siena In 1484 was placed by the then rector o f the 

Cathedral a large engraved stone showing Hermes Trismegistus giving  

the Book of Wisdom to a d isc ip le ; and in the marble pavement are to 

be seen the ten S ib y ls. In th is same year a fraternity of Rosi- 

crucians was established in  Sleswick, Denmark.

From the year 1400 to about 1790 there existed  at Lubeck 

a Guild called  the Compass Brothers^which mot twice a year. 'Phelr 

badge was a compass and sector suspended from a crowned le t t e r  "C", 

over which was a radiated triangular p late. In 1485 they adopted 

symbolic decorations in the form of chains composed o f these emblems 

united by ea g le 's  t a i l s .  They were Btudents of the Kabbalah and 

of m agic.®

About the year 1480 a Society was established at Ro”'e A 

under the name of the Platonic Academy. I t  was & revival of the 

School of Plato and the Hall in  which they met is  said to have con­

tained Masonlo emblems. Another Society, which fray have sprung
| S ’IX .

out of i t ,  was the Brotherhood of the Trowel* at Florence. It wasA
composed of eminent a rch itec ts , sculptors and painters, and con­

tinued u n til the la s t  century. There are some old drawings at 

Paris which represent i t s  members as laborers, a ssistan ts and 

ilasters; the la tte r  appear with a trowel in their hand and a hammer

in the g ird le . To the laborers are assigned p a ils , hods of mortar,
©the windlass, m allet, ch ise l and rough ashlar.

The Trowel occurs in  the coat o f  arms or orest of the

in the church of Or San Michele at Florence. This is
h

a product o f the Renaissance, and i s  a terra cotta medallion a t t r i ­

buted to Luca d ella  Robbia. I t  w ill be remembered that in th is  

same churoh is  the famous statuary g,roup of the Quatuor Coronati, 

the Four Crowned Martyrs, The story of th is group is  as fo llo w s,-



The churoh of Or San Michele is  that of the trade guilds 

of Florence, and in the early sixteenth century the Guild of Smiths, 

Carpenters and Masons instructed  an amateur sculptor, Nanni di Banco, 

to prepare a niche in the church with the figures of their patron 

sa in ts .
He set to work^ achieved a beautifu l re su lt, including in 

the lower part o f  the design interestinis re lief^  showing the four at 

work] and a ll  went well u n til h9 came to put up his statues when he 

found that he could not get them a ll  in. Accordingly he repaired to 

Donatello, who offered to  get him out of h is trouble i f  he would

stand him a supper, and this being agreed to , he sa tis fa c to r ily  a c - .
(£>

complishod the fea t by l i t e r a l ly  ranking the statues rub shoulders.

Cornelius ^grippa, who was born a t Cologne the 14+h of 

September, I486, established in  paris and elsewhere a secret Theo- 

sophical Society with peculiar Hites of admission and signs of 

recognition; and when he was in  London in 1510 as the guest of 

Dean C ollet he established n branch in  that c ity . There i s  n le t te r  

of Landulph's to Agrlppa introducing a native of Nuremburg who was 

dwelling at Lyons, and whom he "hopes may be found worthy to become 

one of the Brotherhood".

Agripoa says, as to alchemy, that he could t e l l  many 

things were he not "as one In itia ted , sworn to secrecy."

Elrenaeus P h ila lethes, whose rea l name is  not certain ly

known, and who was the author of several Roaicrucian works, 1667-78,

terms Agripoa "inoerator” of th e^ S ^ n ^ A g rip p a  d ist in c tly  states

that outside of operative Alchemy, which i s  vain and f ic t it io u s

when practised l i t e r a l ly ,  there is  another to be sought within
! (3>

man's own s e lf  in the operation o f the internal sp ir it .

Agripna passed to  the higher l i f e  at Grenoble on February
18th, 1535



Rudolph II  of Austria kept up a constant intercourse with

Rosloruoians, Alchemists, Adepts of every sort. Dr. John Dee, the 

celebrated English alchemist and necromancer, who was born In 1527, 

was one of the moat oonapicuous of the Adepts who, from time to 

tim e, made th e ir  appearance at Rudolph’s court at Prague. Here a l­

so was Ccunt Michael Maier who held the positions of Rudolph's 

physician and private secretury. Maier w h b  born at Ruideburg, 

H olstein , in 156S, and was moreover, a Rosicruoian and a very f e r t i le  

author. His works, bearing the mysterious signature "Chevalier 

Imperial", created an immense se n sa t io n .^  •

1Q20J thus constitu ting Bri , ting with a
A-

legitiraate source of the Hosiorucian Art. He died at Magdeburg in 

1622.

The great W allenstein stayed for some time during 1603 

at Padua to be in it ia te d  by Professor Argoli in the occult sciences 

and in  the mysteries o f the Cabala. Padua was at th is  time a great
Qcenter for mysticism. - .

with it s  mystic symbolism. Ten yearB la ter  the anonymous book

author of th is  book was Johann Valentin Andreas, Abbot of Adelburg, 

a theologian, mystic and reformer.

for the Fraternity of the Rosy Cross" published at Leyden in 1616.

Maier introduced

CXvM&X* i

In 1604 took place the opening o f the tonb of Rosoncreutz,

"Fama Fraterri^tatis" or "History of the Fraternity of the Meritorious 

Order of the Rosy Gross" apoeared. I t  is  generally conceded that the

Many other books soon follow ed, both for and against the 

of the ( y  Among these were Robert Fludd’e "Apology

In th is  year a lso  "The Hermetic Romance, or the Chymical Wedding" 

was f ir s t  printed at Strasburg, although i t  appears to have been



written toy Rosenoreuts in  1450*

Dr* Robert Fludd, b etter  known to o cc u ltis ts  as Robertus 

de Fluotlbus, was born at Mllgate House, Parish of Bears ted,

County of Kent, England, in 1574* Of a l l  English operative magicians 

he is  invariably known as "The Great English Roeiorucian". The 

arms and monuments of the Fludd fam ily are s t i l l  to  be seen in 

Bearsted ohurah.

Fludd studied physio and medicinej traveled in  France,

Spain, I ta ly  and Gemany for- a 1$. years and la t e r  stu d ied  in  Arabia 

and Egypt*

Michael Maier and Fludd were close friends, and though the 

former introduced the Hosicruoiari Obf ŵst f h  England, as has been a l­

ready mentioned, Fludd received h is in it ia t io n  abroad.

When Fludd returned to England a fter  h is tr a v e ls , he on* 

tered Christ Church College, Oxford, and on May 16, 1605, received  

the Degree of M.D, He was made a Fellow Sept, 20th, 1609. He 

then went to London where he p racticed  medicine in Fenchurch Street, 

and removing la ter  to Coleman S treet, maintaining a handsome e s­

tablishment.

Fig. shows the Deed of the Robert Fludd property in  

Coleman S t. Saint Catherine's Parish, London, to Mary Arnold. It 

is  dated November 20th, 1624, and is  signed by Robert Fludd's 

brothers, Peter FiUdd and James Fludd. I t  was in  th is  house that 

Robert Fludd, or "Robertus de Fluctibua", the Great English Rosi- 

cruoian, passed to the higher l i f e  on Sept. 8th, 1637. Ihe i l lu s ­

tra tion  is  reproduced from the orig in a l parchment, measuring 

31 x 27̂  inches, presented to the Library of the Sooietas Rosicruciana 

In America by Mr. Henry L. Seibert, in June, 1918.



Pludd'a plaoe of rest in  Bearsted Church is  marked by a 

"atone" prepared by h im self.

We are doubtless indebted to the Rosicruoians for many 

of the noble productions which were published in  England and on the 

Continent between the years 1600 and 1700, or thereabouts. Some 

of these publications were co lo ssa l, consisting not infrequently of 

upwards of a thousand fo lio  pages o f small i t a l i c  type. Add to this 

the fa c t that in a single volume we find some thirty or forty d if­

ferent var ie tie s  of symbolic watermarks, and we are foroed to oonclude 

that such expensive and elaborate works could only have been pub­

lish ed  under the patronage of a powerful and wealthy organization, 

working for the advancement o f learning rather than for pecuniary 

p r o f it .

Brother W, e . Atchison, the worthy secretary of the National 

Masonic Research Sooiety of Anamosa, Iowa, sta tes that the w riters, 

papermakers, printers and binders of th is  age formed a kind of great, 

unorganized fratern ity , which worked underground in behalf of en­

lightenm ent. The papermakers were in the habit of watermarking 

th e ir  stock with emblematic devices which were understood by the 

in it ia te d . The printers used for head and ta i l  pieces such cunning 

figu res as, to those on the in s id e , meant very rnuoh. The authors 

and compositors, by a clever use of cap ita ls  and d ifferin g  fonts o f  

le t t e r s ,  were able to  flash  to the scattered Friends of Learning 

that they had many brethren here and there, though they might know it  

not. A watermark was the ca ll across the dark by one brother to 

another in order to carry a word of hope, recognition and encourago-

Now i t  happens that one of the towns at the very center of 

the French papermaking trade was named "Dieu le  Garde," which means



"God Guard It."  In a fter  years usage changed the name to various 

forms# such as Dulegard, Dauiegard, e t c . ,  but i t  is  evident that 

the French of that community never forgot the origin  of the unusual 

name. What more natural than that the Aibigenaian paper-makers 

should adopt th is  name as an excellen t device to use In their water­

marks# ®any such watermarks e x is t ,  and one specimen^. which Brother 

Atchison describes carries an elaborate symbolism in which may be 

detected the emblems of Light, of Brotherly Love, of the Bright and 

Morning Star, o f the S p ir it of Truth, e t c . ,  with a band across the 

bottom in which are the le t te r s  sp e llin g  "Dauiegard".

I t  i s  extremely probable that the Masonic term "Due Guard" 

originated from th is p ractice of the Hermetlo Brethren, and that i t  

may be Interpreted as a c a ll  to Deity to protect the candidate In 

h is progress through unknown p er ils  and also the secrets which w ill 

be imparted to  him during his journey.

Francis Bacon, Lord V8rulam, who lived  from 1561 to 1629, 

was muoh in fluenced  by Fludd# and became a Roslcruoian Adept.

There ex isted  at the Hague In 1622 a Roslcruoian Society  

with branohes in Amsterdam, Nuremburg, Hamburg, Danzig, Mantua, 

Venice and Erfurt. The Brothers wore a blaok s ilk  cord in the top 

button hole. at th e ir  convocations they wore a golden cross with a 

rose on i t .  This was suspended from a blue ribbon and was given 

them on being received in to  the order.

Fludd s ta te s  that in  1633 the Hosicruoians were seeking a 

new name for th eir  S ociety , and that i t  then adopted that of "Wise 

Men and Wisdom".

E lias Aahmole, famous as an antiquarian,was also a Rosl­

cruoian Adept. In the Library of the A* 9c A. S. R. in the House 

of the Temple at Washington, D. C,, is  a copy of Ashmole’s "Theatrum



Ohemicum Brittanicum’*, published in London in  1652. On the f ly ­

lea f opposite the t i t l e  is  the following note in manuscript 

"Mr. Aahmole was born at L itch fie ld , May 23, 1617. One Backhouse 

(Whom he called  bather) discovered to him the true matter of the 

Philospher's Stone, May 13th, 1653."

Aahmole was at th is time a Freemason, having been In itia ted

at Warrington, Lancashire, in October, 1646, as an entry in  h is  diary
u ©> records. He died May 18, 1692.

A Rosioruclan Lodge was formed in London in 1646 by

Aahmole, L illy , the two Whartons, with Drs. Hewitt and Pearson, and
<® T #

was carried on with great privacy. This forms England's mMwtESH
A

poiht of contact with legitim ate sources of Roslcrucian art.

Mr. Henry Adamson, a Master of Ar ts  and a well-known c i t i ­

zen; of Perth, published in 1638 his "hluses Threnodie." In the 

Third Muse he ga ily  singsJ-

"For we be brethren of the rosle  cross,
We have the mason word and second sight r r ^
Things for to come we can fo r e te ll  aright".

From th is  oft-quoted verse we may reasonably infer that

there was then a Roslcrucian body at Perth, in it ia tin g  Masons and

giving it s  candidates a training resu ltin g  in some kind of sp iritual

v ision  or clairvoyance.

Rembrandt's famous etching of Dr. Faustus is an example of
fiLUd-the m ystical ten d en cies of these tim es, sja i s  furthermore in teresting  

as lending i t s e l f  to  in te r o r e ta t io n  by the method of anagrams.

Here we see the learned Doctor looking up from his desk, 

and seeing exhibited to him by an almost in v is ib le  sp ir it  form a 

radiant disk on which is  on in scr ip tion . The center bears the 

■ fam iliar "I.N .R.I."} the next c irc le  reads, "ADAM TE DAOLRAM", and



the outer c irc le  ie  "AMRTET ALGAR ALGA S TNA." While It is  easy 

to decipher the word "AGLA" three times repeated, yet the rest is  

meaningless u n til as an anagram we find i t  reads! "DR. IN SATANA 

MALED. MIRAB. LATET ARC/.. MAG. ART.”, or, translated;-* "Doctor:

In the cursed Satan is  marvellously la ten t the Great Arcanum of 

the Art." It could hardly be an accident, for picture and in­

scr ip tion  are in fu ll  harmony, the deciphered sense is  correct and 

worthy of being vailed.,yet put in  such an eminent p osition . It Is 

good evidence of Goethe’s being a real o cc u ltis t  at the time he 

wrote "Faust”, -md also  adds Rembrandt to the l i s t  o f H erm etists.

The "Wise Man’s Crown", 1664, has the following: "The

la te  years of tirany admitted stocking-weavers, shoe-makers, 

m illin ers , masons, carpenters, brick -layers, gunsmiths, h atters, 

e t c . ,  to write and teach Astrology". This la tte r  society  Ashmole 

terms the Mathematicians. It held an annual fe s t iv a l, which was • 

aotive in London in 1682. Even Eir Christopher Wren was, more or 

le s s ,  a student of Hermeticism, and i f  we had a fu l l  l i s t  of Free­

masons and Rosicrucians, ne would be surprised at the number be-
dP

longing to both Systems.

"I am df the opinion”, a learned Masonic scholar says,

”that the Adopted Masons, ex istin g  in 1691, held Rosicrucian

opinions, and that the Free and Accepted Masons of 1717 were a 
Reformed Branch of the Adopted Masons. - 0

The Ita lian  Adept, Giuseppe Francesco Borri, published

in  1681 a work of nearly 400 pages, e n tit le d  "The Key of the Casket

I t  hag been translated in to  English by Frater "Fortiter et Recto”,

which is  the pseudonym of a very learned member of the Fraternity.

This manuscript has not been published, but is  in the custody of

the Head of the Order in  England.

We are now at that stage of Kosicrucian history when the

ii



-e*T*w** utts f i r s t  introduced into America.

Between the years 1691 - 1693, a company o f relig ious  

and philosophical enthusiasts or mystics was organized in Germany. 

Their purpose was to  escape^the r e l igious and secular proscription  

under which they suffered* (by emigratTon^) They naturally  cast 

longing eyes towards Pennsylvania, where liberty  of conscience was 

assured.

These enthusiasts had n il  received a lib era l education, 

s ix  of the number being clergymen. All were members of the Rosi- 

crucian and were under, the leadership of Maglster

Johann Jacob Zimmerman, who, as may be seen by reference to the 

reports of the Royal Society, was one of the most noted astronomers 

of the time in Europe. When f in a lly  the "Chapter of Perfection", 

consisting  of the mystic number of forty , was completed, the start  

was made from the two ra lly ing  p oin ts, Halberstadt and Magdeburg,
<3 >for Rotterdam, whence they were to embark for the New World.

Upon the very eve of embarkation, Maglster Zimmerman died 

The v esse l, containing his e f f e c t s ,  sa iled  for America, and Johann 

Kelpius was elected  Maglster in his stead. Kelpius was born in

1673 and received his education in the University at Altdorf, Nurem
 ̂ „ bt*rg> Bavaria. B© was ordained, and wrote many works on theology.

Kelpius, with h is Rosicrucian following, l e f t  Rotterdam 

in  the summer o f  1693, crossing to London and Plymouth. They 

sa iled  down the Thames February 13th, 1694, in the good ship 

Santa Maria commanded by Captain Tanner. They mde a safe voyage, 

arriving at Philadelphia Saturday, June 23d, in the afternoon.

Germantown, their d estin a tion , was reached the next day, 

and here they established a Tabernacle in the Wilderness, which



was the prototype of a atone structure of massive prooortion erected 

in 1730, s t i l l  known as the ^Monastery on the T/issahickon". It bore 

the Roaicrucian symbol of the Cross within the Circle, the emblem 

of the true fra tern ity , and wag surmounted by a "Lantern or Observa­

tory" in which a n ightly  watch was kept for c e le s t ia l  phenomena.
Q

This was the f ir s t  regular observatory established in  North America, 

Kelpius died in  1704 and nos buried by his d isc ip les  in  

his l i t t l e  garden. In 1720 one Conrad B eisse l, who had boen in i t ia ­

ted in to  a bosicrucian College in  Heidelberg and had thereby lo st  

his employment, l e f t  Germany with four companions. They landed in 

Boston and journeyed thence to join the Mystics on the Plssahickon. 

They found the Tabernacle deserted, Kelpius dead and h is  followers 

somewhat scattered. However, they remained a year at Germantown.

Then B eisse l went to what is  now Lancaster County in Pennsylvania, 

and on Mill Creek, a small tributary of the Conestoga, erected a 

! in  which he passed the remainder of his days.

The la s t  Magistor of the Hermits on the Ridge was Conrad 

i He was accounted as of blameless l i f e ,  but possessed of
d j )I which were not lawful". He was buried September 1, 1748.

Some o f the Horoscopes that were calculated and cast by 

irmetic philosophers, on the ’>lssahlckon, are s t i l l  treasured 

as p r ice le ss  heirlooms among some o f  the leading fam ilies of 

Pennsylvania.

The laBt surviving member of th is mystic community was 

Dr. Christopher Witt# Prior to h is death in 1765 he gave to the 

American Philosophical Society, of which Benjamin Franklin was then 

president, some of b is philosophical and sc ie n t if ic  apparatus, 

among which i s  supposed to have been the unique sundial known ns the 

Horologium Achaz, which Vas|. the Drcrperty of turning back the sun's



shadow ton decrees by the simple expedient erf pouring water into  

i t s  bowl-shaped d ia l. This rare and ingenious device was con­

structed by Christopher S ch issier , of Augsburg, and is  s t i l l  to be 

seen in the cabinet of the Philosophical Society at Independence 
Square, Philadelphia.

f \  No modern R osic ruc ian  F r a te r n i ty  i s  in any way descended from th e se  old 
H erm its of. the  R idge, founded by th e  M ag ie te r ,  K elp ius, as t h i s  community 
passed  out of e x is ten c e  a couple of c e n tu r i e s  ago. The ab su rd ity  of any 

. such claim  of descen t from the old K elpiue group is  th e re fo re  e v id e n t .

1730, wag known in England as Templars; in France, as Rosy Cross;

in Sweden, as Royal Secret; and in  Germany as Rosicrucians. ^

When the English rave up Rosicruoianism, they took up

Free Masonry; the English kings were a l l  interested in i t ;  Charles II
@ >i s  said to have been in it ia ted  in France.

After the Masonic Revival at York in 1717, the e a r lie s t  

printed evidence of something beyond the then new speculative Craft 

i s  the introduction teja work e n tit le d  "Long Livers", written by 

Robert Samber In 1721 under the nom-de-plume of Eugenius P hllalethes, 

Junior, and dedicated to the Grand Lodge of London in 1722,

In th is introduction Samber alludes to the grados of the 

Arcane D iscipline of the early Christians as comparable with Masonry; 

to a sp ir itu a l cube,and he associates Masons sp ir itu a lly  with the 

Three Principles of the Hermetic Adepts, namely, Salt, Sulphur and 

Mercury; and there are other comparisons which agree with the three 

Masonio grades. He claims" that In a l l  times there was a Brotherhood 

which preserved true re lIr ion . Hq goes on to demonstrate the doc­

tr in e  of the Unity, passing from Moses through the Schools of the 

Prophets, and the Rabbis. He has also three traitors, and ends by 

making Christ the reorganizer of a Masonic Brotherhood. He says 

that he Is addressing "a higher c la ss  who are but few" and this is
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A most im portant dooument, l in k in g  the Masonic F r a te r n i ty  w ith  i t s  p a re n t ,  the  

Rosicruoian was made known by B ro ther Dr. W. Begemann, and i t  p o in ts

to  th e  f a o t  t h a t  a Roaioruci&n or Hermetic in fluence  must have been in ac t io n  in  the 

London Lodges, and t h a t ,  moreover, in th e  R i tu a l  th e re  a re  th in g s  n o t  derived  from 

O perative  Lodges, bu t taken from th e  works o f  R osic ruc iane  and K abbaiis tB .

This  document i s  in  th e  form of a l e t t e r  addressed to the  fiuthor of the "Daily

J o u rn a l" .  I t  i s  da ted  Saturday .Septem ber 5 t h , 1750, and c o n ta in s  the  following)

" I t  must be confessed  t h a t  th e re  i s  a S oc ie ty  abroad, from whom th e  English Free­
masons (afcham'd o f  t h e i r  t r u e  O rig in )  have copied a  few Ceremonies, and taken g r e a t  
Pains ,to persuade th e  World t h a t  they  a re  derived  from them and a re  the  same with 
them. These a re  c a l l e d  R oeio ruc ians  from t h e i r  Prime O f f i c e r s  (such as our Brethren 
c a l l  Grand Waster, W ardens ,e tc .)  being d is t in g u is h e d  on t h e i r  High Days with Red 
C ro sse s .  This i s  s a id  t o  be a w orthy, th o '  they a f f e c t  to  be thought a My s t i e s  1 
S o c ie ty ,  and promote c h e e r fu l ly  one a n o th e r 's  B enefit  in  a very ex tra o rd in a ry  manner, 
they meeting fo r  b e t t e r  Purposes than Eating  and D rinking, o r  g lo ry ing  l ik e  B a t t s ,  
th o se  amphibious B irds  o f  Wight in t h e i r  WingB of L ea ther .  On t h i s  S oc ie ty  have 
our Moderns, as  we ha re  s a id ,  endeavour 'd  to  en g ra f t  themselveB, th o '  they know 
noth ing  o f t h e i r  most m a te r ia l  C o n e t t tu t io n s ,  and are acq u a in ted  only  with some of 
t h e i r  Signs o f  p roba tion  and E n tran ce ,  insomuch th a t  ' t i s  bu t of l a t e  years  (being 
b e t t e r  informed by some kind R oeicruc ian )  t h a t  they knew John th e  E v an g e lis t  to  bs 
t h e i r  r i g h t  p a tro n , having befo re  kep t fo r  h i s  Day th a t  d e d ica te d  to  John th e ’ Bap­
t i s t ,  who we a l l  know l iv e d  in a  D e se r t ,  and knew noth ing  of th e  A rch i te c tu re  and 
Mystery which with so much p l a u s i b i l i t y  they impute to  th e  Author of th e  R ev e la t io n s .

Such, S i r ,  was the  R ise o f  Free-Masons in England, which w i l l  shew how vain ly  
they boast  o f  t h e i r  O rig in  from Solomon, from Hiram, from Simrod, or from Noo-h'a 
Ark, and even, accord ing  to  & v enerab le  b a rd ,  l a t e ly  en te red  among them, from 
Pondemonium, th e  C a p i to l  o f  th e  I n f e r n a l  Regions, in which case we w i l l  leave i t  
t o  h i s  new B rethren to  judge wno must be th e  f i r s t  Grand f a s t e r .  f o u r ' s ,  e t c .  /T~A

A.

Human n a tu re  i s  much the  same th e  world o v e r ,  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  f in d  th a t  

our E nglish  B re thren  o f  a couple of c e n tu r i e s  ago were as  fon t o f  the  co n v iv ia l  

s id e  o f  the  F r a t e r n i t y ,  nicknamed th e  " fo u r th  Degree", as a re  th e  Brethren of 

our p resen t  age, much as i t  may be r e g r e t t e d  by those o f  a more s e r io u s  and

ph ilo soph ic  mind.who seek to i n t e r p r e t  the  s e c r e t  meanings of th e  Signs and
..

Symbols of the  g r e a t  F r a t e r n i t y .  F o r tu n a te ly ,  the  Rosicrucion

t

a t i l l

e x i s t s ,  and i s ,  a3 o f  o ld ,  the  Custos and I n t e r p r e t e r  of the  M y ste r ie s .



done In Hermetic language, which shows that he perfectly  understood 

the m ystical language.of that body.

In the year 1736, Leona Oonstantiaf/ the Abbeys of Cler- 

mont, was received into the "osicruolan tSSifefTaa a practical member
Q X ) &

and master. —

We have seen that the Rosicrucian art and doctrines were 

brought to America in 1694. Let us see when Freemasonry came to 

these shores.

The records show that the three oldest Masonic Lodges 

on the continent of North America are those established at Boston, 

Mass., which was in 1733; and at Savannah, Georgia, and

Charleston, North Carolina, both these la tter  dating from 1735.

In the State of New York, the e a r lie s t  Masonic records 

date from the time of George Harrison, who was appointed Provincial 

Grand Master In 1753, He held o ffic e  for eighteen years and 

granted Warrants to a large number of Lodges, five of which s t i l l  

e x is t .

Returning now to  a'urooe, the situation  in Hungary becomes 

in terestin g . Young Martin H einzeli studied at the University of 

Greifswald and was a very notable scholar. He accepted an honor­

able p osition  in the household of an Hungarian noblemen, Andrew 

Georg de Pottornyay, as tutor to his sons.

H einzeli Joined the Lodge Virtuous Traveller, which was 

founded in  1769 at Bperjes. Then he joined the Rosicrucian

soon became an en th u siastic  apostle. In his opinion 

the secret of the Philosooher1 s Stone was the essence of Hie Order; 

Craft Masonry being but a preparation fop the Rosicrucian secrets.

He won bo the Rosicrucian "QJSBSitr!Pottornyay, who was ap­

pointed director of a newly formed Rosi:rueian Circle, having "its



seat at Q iralt, a small v illage near Sporjes, where Pottornyay 

possessed a o a stle , In which he erected an alchemical laboratory

for Rosicrucian labcrs, The Manager of laboratory wss Jacob Glosz.

So it  came to pass that th is  in sign ifican t v illage  became the center
& )

of both Masonry and the Rosicrucian Art of North Hungary.

H einzell travelled  to Vienna in the winder of 1 7 5̂ - 4  to
Ek*dtSXMxiij

consult his Kosicruclan superiors on business of the O f I n  

returning he v is ite d  the mining town of Selmeoz, a center of metal­

lurgical science having a mining academy founded by Queen Maria 

Theresa. Finding worthy material here, H einzell founded the Lodge 

Virtuous Philanthropist in the summer of 1774. in March, 1775, he 

established a Rosicrucian C ircle, in it ia t in g  Brothers Klieber, Ton- 

heuser and Caernanszky, of the Lodge.

heusor as Diroctor of the C ircle. The Brethren considered the 

Lodge merely as a Porch out of rhlph to  lead the Worthy into the

complete, H einzell introduced in to  the Lodge Virtuous Philanthropist 

the semi-Roslcrucian degree of Salomon.

In th is  same year of 1775 there appeared at Vienna o Lodge 

called  the Three • Swords, but which belonged to none of the w ell- 

known R ites. I t  was lik e ly  of Hosicruoian origin, as i t s  members 
were known to be Rosiorueians and i t  a lso  worked the preparatory 

and th eoretica l degree of Salomon.

To th is  Lodge seemed to  have belonged Brother Urban Hnuer* 
Abbot of the Benedictine Monastery at Melk in Lower Austria, a zeal­
ous Mason arxl Alchemist, who is  said to  have invented the Rod Powder, 
He died at a very advanced age and, in accordance itth h is last Will, 
was dressed with h is  Masonic apron and insignia under h is priestly

Returning to vienna, he obtained the appointment of Ton-

Sanctuary make th is preparation more



garb* and hla co ffin  was, by an intimate friend of h is , nailed with
t (Z.hia Master s gavel and the same thrown into h is  grave.

It should be noted that the anperor Francis, being a

warm friend of occult sc ien ce , joined the Rosicrucians, and also  

other Hermetic Orders whioh since 1740 had sprung into existence.

Among these the degree of K-night of the Eagle seemed to have p arti­

cularly sa t is f ie d  him in the la s t  years of h is l i f e .  Uhls degree
1  ( 3 khad i t s  original seat at Lyons, where i t  was worleoaby a Chapter. '

The continent of ^hrope wag not the only theater of 

Rosicruoian a c t iv it ie s  at this oeriod, for a le tte r  written in French 

by General Ralnaford, at Harwich, England, in October, 1782, and now 

in the Sr it is h  Museum Library, saysi "I have found some rather curi­

ous Mss, at A lgiers, in Hebrew, relating  to  the Society of Rosicrucians, 

which e x is ts  at present under another name with the sane forms. I 

hone, moreover, to b e  admitted to th eir  true knowledge. " ^

The most authentic Rosicruoian r itu a ls existent at the pre­

sent day are those which are attributed to Councillor von Bclcnrt- 

shausen, the well-known scholar and Christian mystic.

Karl von Eokartshnusen was bom on June 28th, 1752, at the 

castle  of Haimbhausen in  Bavaria. His f ir g t  education was received  

at the college of Munich, and then he went to Ingolstadt for the study 

of philosophy aixi law, which he pursued with marked suocess. On the 

completion of his University course, his father procured for him the 

t i t l e  of Aulic Councillor! and in  1780 he was appointed censor of the 

Library at Munich.

In h is mystical work, "The Cloud upon the Sanctuary", which 

is  written in the form of s ix  Letters addressed to Mmy dear brothers 

in  the Lord'*, he alludes to an illuminated Community of God, scattered



throughout the world, but governed by one truth and united in one 

s p ir it .  This comnunity of light has existed  since the f ir s t  day 

of the world's creation, and it s  duration w ill be to the end of

time. I t  is  the society  of those e lec t who know the Light in the 

Darkness and separate what is  pure therein.

This community possesses a School, in which s 3LJL who 

thrust for knowledge ahe instructed by the Spirit of Wisdom i t s e l f .  

This School has i t s  Chair, i t s  Doctor; i t  oossessos a rule for  

students and has it s  forms, method nnd objects for study. It has 

also  three d ifferent degrees for successive development to higher 

a ltitu d es by opening the sp ir itu a l sensorium.

The f i r 9 t  degree reaches to the moral plane only} the 

transcendental world then operates in  us by interior movements 

called  insp iration .

The second degree opens our sensorium to the reception  

of the sp ir itu a l and in te lle c tu a l, and then the metaphysical world 

works in us by in ter io r  illum ination.

The third degree, which is  the highest and most seldom 

attained, opens the whole inner man. I t  reveals the kingdom of 

sp ir it  and enables man bo see ob jectively  metaphysical and trans­

cendental sigh ts. In th is  degree fa ith  passes into open v ision .

Such are the three decrees of ĥe School for true in terior  

wisdom. This School has been for ever most secretly  hidden from 

the world, because i t  i s  in v is ib le  and submissive so le ly  to Divine 
Government. I t w ill be observed that, these three degrees of i l ­
lumination bear a metaphysical analogy to the three degrees of 

Craft Masonry, and i t  is a lso  reasonable to Infer a relationship  

with the Rito a l3 of the Rosicrucian Orddr with which von Eckartshausen
was a f f i l ia te d



Councillor von Eokartshftusett Was related to that group of 

Mystics of whioh Lavater was so important a figure, the Baron Kiroh- 

berger an aeecntpllshed reoordet*,and Louis Olaude de Saint-Martin a 

correspondent in  France and an acknowledged source of leadership.

Saint-Martin confessed, that he was more interested  in von 

Eokartshausen than he could express. Kirohberger must have held him

in  even higher estim ation, for he undertook a Journey to the Swiss
* *

fron tier fear* the purpose of receiving from him the personal communica­

tion  of the Lost Word} but an i l ln e s s  of the Intending revealer 

frustrated th is  project.

In a le t te r  to Kirohberger dated March 19, 1795, von 

Bckartshauaen bears witness to his personal experience, h is instruc­

tions received from above, h is  consciousness o f a higher presence, 

the answers he had received and the v isions, and the steps by which 

he had advanced even to  the attainment of what he terms "the Law In
m

its fulness."
Frederick Willian I I ,  who became King of Prussia in 1786, 

waB a zealous Rosicruoian, bearing the esoteric  name of ormesus 

Magnus, the fu l l  name of Ormus, the Founder o f the Order in A.D. 46.

He was also a prominent ^aeon, and belonged to the Lodge of the 

Golden Keys, In which Count ^lnnandorf practised his variant of
(E>the Swedish R i t e .^

In 1795, Alessandro dl Cagllostro died ih the Castle o f  

St. Leon; a Rosicruoian, instructed by the Count S t. Germain ini771.

The Rosicruoian John Christopher wollner was a prominent 

figure at the Court o f Frederick william III , who succeeded to the 

throne o f Prussia in  1797.

Christoph G ottlieb von Murr published in  1803 his "liber 

den wahren TJrsprung dea Rosenkreuzer," in which he asserts that the 

Freemasons and Rosioruoians were at f ir s t  id en tica l, and only became



d ist in c t  bbdiea in  1633*
Godfrey Higgins, in  h is  erudite and valued work, "Anacal- 

ypsiaj an attempt to draw aside the v e il  of the B altic Isis'*, men­
tion s a Rosioruclan College ex is tin g  in  England from 1830 to 1850.

A famous London physician. Dr. ^alk (or Falcon) was for a long period 

at i t s  head.^-"̂
In 1842 the Rosicruoian romance **Zanoni" by Bulwer-Lytton, 

afterwards Lord Lytton, was f i r s t  published. Lord Lytton was an 

in it ia te  of the very old Rosicruoian Lodge at Frankfort-on-the-Main

and therei received in to  Adeptshlj). This lodge f e l l  into abey-
f f f  K + t u n f a  I >)

anoe In 1 8 5 0 . ^

There is  an in teresting  le t t e r  written by Lord Lytton to

Hargrave Jennings, the well-known author of *'The Rosicrucians, Their

Riteo nnd M ysteries. ' 1 I t i s  as follows*

12 Grosvenor Square,
July 3, 1870.

Dear S ir :-
I thank you sin cerely  for your very fla tter in g  

le t t e r ,  and for the deeply in terestin g  work with which i t  is  
accompanied. There are reasons why I cannot enter into the 
subject of the rtRo. Brotherhood", a society  s t i l l  ex istin g , 
but not under any name by whioh i t  can bs recognised by those 
without i t s  pale. But you have with much learning and much 
acuteness, traced i t s  connection with early and symbolical 
re lig io n s , and no b etter book upon such a theme has been writ­
ten, or indeed could be written unless a member of the Frat’y 
were to break the vow which enjoins him to secrecy.

Some time ago a sect pretending to sty le  i t s e l f  
"Rosicrucian'* and arrogating fu l l  knowledge of the mysteries 
of the cra ft, communicated with me, and in reply I sent them 
the cipher sign of the " In it ia te 11,-n o t one of them could con­
strue I t .

Believe wo.
Sincerely your obliged

Lytton.
Lord Lytton passed to the higher l i f e  January 18, 1873,

It was an established regulation of the Continental Rosi- 
cruolan Brotherhood that distinguished members were permitted to 

confer Rosicruoian Grades in duo sequence on su itably  qualified



persons. Acting under th is regulation# a certain Venetian Ambassa­
dor to England in  the eighteenth century conferred Rosiorucian 

Grades and k^wledge on students in  England* This con stitu tes the 

l^ itim a^ ^ ^ ontlict o f England with Rosiorucian sources.

These Rosiorucian in itia tes#  in  their turn, handed on the 

rule and trad ition  to others# of whom one of the la s t  survivors was 

Prater William Henry White, Grand Secretary of English Freemasonry 

from 1810 to 1857. After his long period of Masonio service, Frater 

White retired , and lived  u n til 1866. ®

The Rosiorucian papers and Rituals which had thus come 

into Frater White’ s possession on h is atta in ing o ffice  in  1810, and 

of which he had made no active use# were passed on by him upon his 

retirement in 1857 to  Brother Robert Wentworth L ittle#  whom he ad­

mitted and Recognised as a Frater, thereby qualifying him to confer 

the Grades o f the Order upon others*

The Sooietas Rosioruolana in Anglia was designed in  1865 

by Robert Wentworth L ittle#  with the aid of Kenneth R. H. Mackenzie# 

as an English Masonic Rosiorucian Society of a le ss  esoterio  

character than the Continental Rosiorucian bodies*

Mackenzie1s q u a lifica tion s for th is  work were gained during 

his stay in Austria, where he received Rosiorucian In itia tio n  while 

liv in g  a t  the residence o f Count Apponyi as an English tutor* He 

also received much occult knowledge from the Abbe Alphonse Louis 

Constant, b etter known as the famous Kabbaligt and O ccultist, E li-

phas Levi Zahed, wham he v is ite d  on December 5d and 4th, 1861, and
&with whom he corresponded.

Despite these admirable Rosiorucian end occult q u a lifica ­

tions# Mackenzie was barred from membership in  the newly formed 

Rosiorucian Society o f England because he was not at that time a



Brother of the Masonto Prateratty* ‘

Thts deftoiency was# however# healed at Freemasons' Hall, 

London, when# on Maroh 9th, 1870# he was duly in it ia te d  in the Royal 

Oak Lodge#
But i t  was not u n t il  April 11th# 1872, that the Supreme 

Magus, R. W. L it t le , proposed Brother Kenneth R* H. Mackenzie as an 

Honorary Member.

This proposal received a favorable b a llo t at the meeting o f  

July 18, 1872, and on October 17# 1872# Brother Maokensie attended 

and was advanced to the Degree of Zelator ln̂  due ^org . ^  ^ ^  ̂ f

Thus was Inaugurated England' a^^^^H^point of contact with 

legitim ate and genuine Rosicruoian sources# *t is  to be regretted  

that some w riters have tr ied  to  d iscred it the legitim acy of th is  

English body# as they refer only to the old Rituals in  the custody 

of Prater White, and en tire ly  omit to  mention Prater Mackenzie's 

in it ia t io n  in  a Rosicruoian body in  Austria, as well as Prater Lit t ie 's  

in it ia t io n  by Frater White.

The exclu sively  Masonic character of the Sooietas Roslcruciana 

in Anglia i s  c lea r ly  stated  by i t s  present Supreme Magus, Dr. W. Wynn 

Westcott, in  a paper read by him before the Metropolitan College of 

London# as follows* "To avoid misconception# I wish to  Bay that the 

Society of Rosicruoians in  Anglia is  a Masonic body* i t  is  composed

of Freemasons who have associated themselves to study the old Rosi- 

crucian books in  the lig h t  of history# and to traoe the connection 

between Rosiorucianism and the origins o f Freemasonry# a connection 

which has been alleged  to e x is t  by many historians belonging to the 

outer world."

In th is  connection i t  i s  in teresting  to note that three 

learned members of th is Masonic Rosicruoian Society, Fratpes R. 

Woodman (deceased December 20# 1891)# Dr. W. Wynn Westcott and



S« L. McGregor Mathera { deceased revived in 1887
the Ohabrath Zereh Aur Bokher, or Order of the Oolden Dawn* I t  

la claimed to  be a direot deaoendent from the Egyptian Mysteries, 

through the mediaeval so d a lit ie s  of the Roaicruoians. Both men 

and women are admitted to membership* I t  has a complete scheme 

of in it ia t io n  into the Kabbalah and the Higher Magic, or the Western 

Hermeticlsnu Hie order of the Golden Daan was quite active in  Eng­

land prior to 1860, but f e l l  in to  Vbeyance u n til th is  revival of 1887!
t

la  1866 the Metropolitan College was founded in London,

R. ff. L it t le , Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Middlesex was chosen 

Supreme Magus I with *• J* Hughan, the Masonic h istorian , and W. H* 

Hubbard as substitute Magi,

The Sooietas Rosioruoiana in  Scotia was funded about this 

same time ani a College was opened in Edinburgh in  1868J the f ir s t  

Supreme Magus being Charles Frederick Matier, who la te r  became the 

Sovereign Orand Commander of the Anolent and Aooepted Scottish Rite 

in England.
The Metropolitan College holds meetings four times a year 

in  London, and has for many years lasted  an Annual Report, which 

contains abstracts of the Lectures read before the College.

The Rituals which cants into *Vater L it t le 's  hands from 

Prater White were admittedly too imperfect for ceremonial open use, 

but la te r  Platers R*W* Hughan, Woodman, Haye, Irwin and some others 

modified these old Rituals to th e ir  oresent form, which 1b now in use 

in England*
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The Ritual of the Order of secret Monitor was included in  

the group of Roeicrucian Orades in  1868 a t the desire of some 

Prater8 , but was very properly excluded a few years la ter  on the 

recommendation of Fraters Goodman and Maokensle* The Order was



revived ae a Kaaonio degree In England about 1890# and I t  ex ists  

also in the United States# being No# 2 on the Roster of the Degrees 

under the Jurisd iction  of the Sovereign College of A llied  Masonic 

and Christian Degrees for America* whose See is  at Norway, Maine*

The West o f Anglia Province and College of B ristol were 

formed in 1869 by Major Irwin# an Adept who had a large oocult library  

and was an advanced member cf the society  of students of Magic called  

"Fratefes Lucia'*.

The College of Manchester, Liverpool and the Northern 

Counties was formed in  1871J and the Yorkshire College*at Sheffield  

in 1877. The Yorkshire College became dormant in  the autumn of 1801, 

but was reconstituted  under a Continuation Warrant in  1910 as the 

Province of Haiiamshlre,with a College bearing the same name.

The York College# by oonsent and with the support o f the 

Yorkshire College at Sheffield# was formed in  1879 -under Thomas 

Bowman Whytehead as Chief Adept* of the Province of York* He held 

th is  o ffice  u n til h is  death in  1906* and was succeeded by James M, 

Meek. This College holds meetings with s t r ic t  regularity and has 

published several volumes o f Transactions.
On the 19th September# 1876, a Rosioruclan Society was 

established  in  Canada, with nine Charter Members, by a Warrant from 

Prince Rhodocanakis, IX0, Supreme Magus of Greece. Brothor W. J, B.
A

MacLeod Moore, 33°, was appointed Supreme Magus# and Brothers n

Harin^ton and Longley as Substitute Magi#
Robert W* L it t le  passed away irilB78 and Dr# William Robert 

tA. fl&LeXuik. 1
Woodman became Supreme Msgu^ During h is  rule Colleges were con­

secrated in Mewcastle^and in Melbourne* Australia#
The fame of the Society in Sngiand led  a 4

number of eminent Freemasons in  the United States to Join in  an
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e ffo r t in 1877 to introduce i t  here,

•i The f i r s t  steps in  forming the A fr ica n  Society are told

by Prater Charles S , Meyer in  h ia ,F ir st Annual Address as supreme
*k ’ * • , * *

Magus at th eir  Conclave held a t the Masonic Temple, Boston, Mass, 

on September 21, 1880. ..•••
Frater Meyer said: "After several unsuooeasful efforts

* . ' ' ‘ i<: *
the Society was estab lished  In the United States* During the 

Masonic Pilgrimage of Mary Oontmandery, No. 36, K.T., of Philadelphia, 

Pa,, to  Great B ritain  and Ireland in  1878, a v i s i t  was made to the 

anoient o ity  of York, *1510 Masonic Mecca*, and while in that c ity
. „ ’ ■' l *’
under the shadow of the Old Minster, a t low twelve at night on 

July 2 5 ,  1878, the follow ing Brethren were united with Sheffield  

College, v is .  ,-*ChaPles £* Meyer, Daniel Sutterjy Charlee W. Packer* 

receiving the f i r s t  Grade, that o f zelator, in'- the presence of a 

number o f Praters of York and S h effie ld , among others, Thomas B. 

Whytehead, Celebranti Samuel B. ^ l l ia .  Chief Adeptj John S. Cumber­

land, etc# Subsequently Frater Mark Richards Muckle was admitted 

in the City of London. Prior to  pur return from Great Britain, I 

was honored with the 8 th Grade or Magister Terapli, and Frater Sutter 

the 7th Grade, or that of Adeptua Exenptus, in the Edinburgh College,

at the hands of Frater R. S. Brown, H*9th.w
» '**■*;*
On th e ir  return to  the United States these brethren

* ■ ■ i ' *
petitioned  the High Council of England for a Warrant to  constitute  

a Society in the U, S. Being unable to  obtain a reply, they than 

p etition ed  the Rosioruoian Society In .Scotland {Chartered by the 

English Society) and duly received a Warrant signed by hprd Inverurie, 
then Supreme Magus, and Robert S, Brown, Secretary General.

Accordingly, in  December, 187 9 ,.Philadelphia College was *
* •’ * . t

estab lished  for Pennsylvania, under the a p o d a l.ru le  o f Frater
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Charles B* Meyer, IX0, who was chairman of the Masonic Library 

Committee In Philadelphia% and in  April, 1880, New York College

was established for New York S ta te , under Prater Albert 0 * Ooodall*
1 ' •« ' • ( ■

;;:-The8 e two Colleges met in Philadelphia on April 19th, 1880, 

and formed and established a High Counoil under the t i t l e  of 

"Societatls Rosieruoianae, Reipublloae Confoedera Americae"; which 

was o f f ic ia l ly  recognized in  June, 1 8 8 0 , by the Supreme Magus of
i ;

Anglia. , r

The action of the English body in th is  matter i s  perplexing. 

The American Masons, unable to  obtain a Warrant f r o m h a d  to  

appeal to Sootia for i t ;  yet we find Anglia recognizing the newly- 

formed American High Council within two months a fter i t s  formation. 

Later we w ill find that Anglia actually  claimed th is  High Council 

as an offshoot from th e ir  body;

Following the establishment of the High Council in  Phila­

delphia applications were granted to  Boston College, for  Massa­

ch u setts, on May 9th, 1880J and to  Baltimore College, for Maryland, 

on May 1 0 th, 1880.

These four C olleges, through their representatives, met 

In Boston, Mass., September 2 1 , 1880,and by virtue of their inherent 

powers forned and adopted a Constitution, and consecrated the four 

Colleges! New York and Philadelphia under the Fratres above men- 

tloned, Boston under Frater Alfred F, Chapman, and Baltimore under \ 

the la te  Prater Thomas J , Shryook, The High /Council a lso  charter­

ed Burlington C ollege, for Vermont, under Prater Oeorge 0 . Tyler.

Hie o ff ic e r s  o f the High Council were as follow s; Supreme 

Magus,- Charles S . Meyer, Phila. Pa.j Senior Substitute Magus,- 

Albert 0. Ooodall, New.York; Junior Substitute Magus -  Alfred p. \
I

Chapman, Bogton, Mass*; Treasurer General •  Thomas J . Shryock,



Baltimore#* Md.j Secretary General* •  Charles T. MoClenaohan, Nee York, 

j. The leading purposes of : t h is  Society are*

• E ’l l e i t * -  Ifl consider* examine and reoord 'a ll such matters
; V'; ‘ ; y' ' • - . J>'4 ' \ *7 ‘ • * * i

as may come within the purview o f,th e  philosophy of Freemasonry and 

those sciences embraced within it#  as a lso  those sciences which are 

akin thereto, with the purpose of. obtaining verified  truth in place 

of traditional error, of recon cilin g  any apparent discrepancies bet­

ween the H istory, Myths, Legends, Philosophy and Sciences, as embraced 

in  the study of ^Veeraasonry*

Second. -  To create a base for the co llection  and deposit 

of Archaeological and H istorical subjects pertaining to Freemasonry 

and Seoret Societies*  and other in terestin g  matter.

Third. -  To revive the good of the l i f e  labors of that
if.c lass of S c ien tis ts  and Scholars whose aim and study was what the 

turns of th is 'S o c ie ty  implies*

Fourth. -  To draw within & common bond men of s c ie n t if ic  

in c lin a tio n s , and authors who have been engaged in these in vestiga­

tions* and as well those in terested  in  them* with the view o f 

strengthening th eir  exertions by a ssocia tion , and of placing in  

Juxtaposition the resu lts o f th eir  labors for comparison,that Free­

masonry may be rendered free from some of the apparently gross con­

trad iction s w ithin i t s e l f ,  I ts  sc ien ces, and i t s  h isto r ica l myths.A
Fifth  -  To promote generally true science and the '

princip les of Fhiloaqphy ptbptr, to  the end that the members anft 

those within th e ir  influence mf7 be enlightened by the resu lts  of 

th e ir  investigations* e ith er by published papers on subjects readi ■ ; v'** m
and discussed within the Society* or by Lectures delivered under i t s  

sanction and auspices.
These are broad and in clu sive  purposes and laudable aims to  

bp sought a fter  by th is Jurisdiction  of the Brotherhood*
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CHAPTER IV

Letters to  Albert Pike respecting the Pounding of a 

Supreme and Independent Society of Roaioruoians in the

United S tates.

An extremely in teresting  sid e  lig h t  is  cast on the s i t ­

uation at th is  time by a ser ies  of le t te r s  addressed to Brother 
*
Albert Pike re la tiv e  to the proposed formation of a Supreme and 

Independent Society of Roaioruoians. These le tters  are in the 

Archives of the House of the Temple in Washington, D. C., and are 

here given through the ooortesy of the then ^overeign Grand 

Commander, Brother George Fleming Moore, 33°, and the Librarian, 

Brother William L • Boyden, 33° Hon.
Ufce.

The le tte r s  are primarily from the t a n  sovereign
A.

Grand Commander of Canada, Brother w# J . B. MacLeod Moore, 33°, 

who was a lso  the Supreme Magus of the Roslcrucian Order in Canada, 

and suggest that Brother Pike undertake the formation of a 

Roslcrucian body in the United S ta tes.

Here is  the f i r s t  le t te r  of the aeries whioh has been
preserved:

Laprarle. Pro* of Que.
Canada.

U  A pril, 1880.
lly dear Bro. Pike,

Jttat got your note and am annoyed about 
the Photo and Bro* Moon's n eg lect, for many reasons. By th is  
Book Post I send you the only oopy I have g o t, which is  signed and 
has my Mark upon i t  so you m ayb esu re who i t  la .

Of course we are delighted a t the p r o a p e o t  of your taking up 
the Rosioruclan S ociety . Toramor I w il l  hunt up the R itual. You, » 
of course, are""electeaan  Honorary Member and have a l l  the o ff ic e s . * 

My R itu a l i s  not quite complete, but w ill write to England 
for the mis sing, parts, to  send you*.

I am s a t is f ie d  you can make i t  freally an in teresting Society. 
When you oopy R itual le t  me have i t  back.
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7 . I b elieve the Society hM'nn existence And an organised body 
in the United state** . I think Fra ter Myers o f  Philadelphia ha* 
in stitu ted  a college* Z know he derite* hi* authority from 
England aa he entered the sooiety at York* and he 1* an Hon* 
Member of the C o lle g e 1 there * of whloh“TTBn alao a member • I f  
the Philadelphians have a regular warrant of Constitution for the 
U* s ta te s , you would have,' I  presume, in courtesy to apply to

m

them for 
northern

authority for a Provincial co llege  at any point In the 
Jurisdiction* I f  they have not th l*  Charter or Warrant

Trom Ih irh i National Sooiety , then they are se lf-co n stitu ted  and 
illeg itim ate*  I f  the la tte r  1* the ease, then you and two others 
a* the 3 Magi could be granted a Charter by u s, for the Whole1 
U* State* i f  you so wished i t ,'i r . ' . •_ : . ‘
8* Every supreme and Independent Society governs the whole Nation 
for which i t s  Charter give* i t  authority*1 We w il l  except the u. S ,,  
whioh may have two ju r isd ic tio n s , Northern ilTd'SoutTfern*

9* The United State* wight very properly, following the system of 
the A* and A* 3* R ite , be divided into two Ju risd iction s, that of 
the North and south* We w ill  be quite w illin g  and even desirous to  
grant to you and two other associates that you may nIS^ ( wKom «e 
w ill  oreaTiThoft* Tf®“"of Canada) a charter acknowledging you to  he 
the tiEpreme ana Independent college o f the Rosioruelan Society o f 
the U* S ta tes , the terr ito ry  embraced to  be the Same as that at 
present included in the ju risd iction  Of the s* J . of the At as At St 
Rite* . . ,v‘ f  V

and ohange or abolish  the R itual*, a*
yotf 'ehould do

10* .You can a l t e r » add to ,  aniu utwuH* ur w a m u  
you may see f i t *  Indeed I t  1* very desirable that

as i t  must be confessed that what r itu a ls  we at present have are 
>oor affa irs*  I f  you w i l l  take' tWTUiatter In hand and bring 

re of Real erne iatT“and Herwetlo learning to bear on the 
e r , you w il l  confer the greatest favor on the Society generally. 

Canada w il l  adopt with thanks any system of. Ritual that you may
propose* N

11. The authority of Canada, which Is acknowledged by a l l  
S ocieties ap Regular and leg itim ate.

National

I f  you should decide to form a Supreme and Independent Sooiety
for, the Southern Ju risd iction \o f the U, S ta tes , and desire a cop] 
of our r  
the inft 
Society*

Jopy
of our RAes and Regulations Me wlllrsend you one and give you a i l  
the information in our power to a s s is t  you in getting up the

* ;
* t

I sh a ll by newt mall write to  England enquiring about the N 
authority of Fra ter Myers * as a lso  to  Prince Rhodooanakis r etc* , for 
a l l  possib le in f oitittiion* I do most tru ly  hope you w ill  estab lish  
the Sooiety. Your doing sc would put fresh  l i f e  into us a l l .  and 
we w il l ' in  Canada be only too happy And proud to  be your,DiBoiplea. 

Pray b elieve me as always most tru ly  
It fra tern a lly  youri * 0

w. j .d* Mieleod Moore, IX , ■
■ - B* “Sggla* .

This le t te r  shows that Fra ter, Moore had at least'an  inkling; 
of the establishment of a Sooiety in the United States* In the

• 1 ' ■'* ' ' "r" i -■ > ’*. '• ■' ’'■ - •  i  '
■ A, ..
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event of I t 8 legitim ate existence being established he proposed

» « * *

: to  avoid in terference with i t  by a llo t t in g  to  i t  that part of 

' the tJnited Stages known as the Northern Masonic Jurisd iction ,

and giving the proposed society  authority over the Southern
• *< .

Masonic Ju risd iction . Hoe v e i l  he adhered to th is  vice we shall 

—̂  see la te r .
His most etrik ln g  admission la  regarding the Rituals of the

\
Order, which he designates as "Very poor affairs"# His vie* la 

—̂  corroborated by the English Soolety*

- , jprater Moore wrote Broi* Pike another le tte r  dated also  

April 120, 1680# but as i t  i s  purely personal and rela tes to the 

confusion of moving to summer quarters i t  w ill be omitted.

Here follows the next le t te r i
Laprarle, .of Que. Canada,

10 May, 1880.
My dear Broi* Pikei«

I hope you found the answers to  your 
queries sa tisfactory . Since then I have w ritten to  
England for further Information, and expect a reply from 
the York College of which I am an Honorary Member. The 
enclosed Is  a copy of th e ir  Summons which you might lik e  
to  have.

I have not been at a l l  w ell la te ly  ~ out o f sorts -  
dreading one o f my periodical attacks whioh I am trying  
to  f ig h t o ff .

With kind wishes, b elieve me always dear Broi. Pike,
Most fa ith fu lly  yours,

W. J# B. MacLeod Moore.
»

This i s  the Summons enclosed}**

SOCl ROSICRl IK AHOLIA/

YORK - COLLSOS

R. w. Fra* T* B* ihytehead, 8°# Chief Adept#

Care Frater,
1 have the commands of the R# R* Oh. Adept 

to  summon you to a s s is t  in  forming the K*4mh**0*«#** at the Eboracum ‘ 
Masonic Rooms, Queen*s Hotel, Tork, on Tuesday, the 24th day of 
February Instant, at 2t30 o ’clock p.m. p recise ly .

I am,
Yours in  the Be*** of the 0ease .

' W. p. Husband, 2°.
February 17th, 1880. SEC. PRO# TBM.



K *' !•••>, *'

/

w

V

w
/

V . .

:;■•■■■ - '• ■ ' iV. ~ S5
Kindly Intimate your Intention of being present on otherwise without

• delay* . ■

foa on the ^able 'at ft H*
eenet>efc*e*eweeBwe»̂ MMww <weasm<mewlsMsiaMi»wa«̂ wwwOPea**||ww|ws«e*l»*ewe,«***awS *

The R, w. Oh# Ad* w ill  hold him self at the disposal of any of 
the Fratrea who may desire to  spend the ea r lier  hours of the day in 
an inspection of the Philosophical S ociety1s Museum, the Abbey, or 
any of the Ancient Monuments of York, and who w ill Intima+e to him 
th e ir  wish to  do so«

On the second page of th is  summons i s  the order of business, and 

ft l i s t  of some nine Aspirants who are to bs b a llo tted  for* There is  

also  a note that the R* w* Ch, Adept w ill  propose as Honorary Members? 

K. K. Fra, W* J, Hughan, Hon, XX0.
11* W. Fra, W* J. B*.MacLeod Moore, IX°* S. H* in  Canada.
M. . W, Fra* Ohas* 3 , Meyer, XX , Philadelphi*,

So we fin d  Frater Moore, only r couple of weeks a fter his le t te r  

in which he seems uncertain as to the legitim acy of the Philadelphia 

College, sending Bro*. Pike a paper showing tJUt the Chief Adept cft ' ,

. York College had su ff ic ie n t  knowledge of Prater Meyer to  propose him 

for Honorary Membership. This does not give a .d irect proof of the 

co n stitu tio n a lity  of the College a t  Philadelphia* but i t  indloatas 

that the Chief Adept of York was sa t is f ie d  with the labors and status 

of Meyer in  the Roaicrucian fie ld *

But to  continue with the correspondence?-

1 <, Laorarie, Prov, of Que., Canada.
17 May, 1830*

Dear Bro;, Pike?*
By th is  day's mall X heard from my oonfteree of 

the Rosy X to whom I have written In reference to your wishes as to > 
the Rosicrucian Society , And to save time I  at once send you a Provi­
sional Authority to  enable you todsolare your College established.

Let me know i f  there is  any a ltera tion  you would wish made or 
other names added, before I have a Warrant properly engrossed for you.

I a lso enclose fo r  you to  look over, ray authority from H, I, H. 
Prince Rhodocanakis, and other c e r t if ic a te s .

Our good friend Baring ton, X am sorry to  say, Is la id  up again 
with h is foot giving him much trouble,

I Intend that both he and Longley should sign  the parratit, a l-  %
. though 1 believe it i s  not necessary,

Frai Meyer wrote to  Lomrley a day or two ago for our Regulations*’ 
He was informed that you were a IX0 of the Canadian College.

With kind wishes and regards,
. • ... - v .” ..

, • . •, . • ■ . .-fr.v. : ■



Always moat fa ith fu lly  youra*
W, J. 0* MacLeod Moore, IX0.

| |  g  ; y ■

> Mako any ohang©a you1 wish in  the wording of the R ituals. I have 
kept a oopy of the Authority now aent. •

(Insert here Charter Ho. 1*) (Out)

This la the Authority referred to# and I t  t i l l  be seen that i t

7.! .create a a Supreme and Independent Oollege o f the order in the

ig n it e d  States# with power to divide i t s e l f  Into tto  jurisdictions#
the dividing lin e to  be wherever the supreme o ffic er s  deolde. The

/tto  Magi appointed to  aot with Frater Pike areFrater Oharles Levi

■ Woodbury, of Boston# Maea,# andjwillicm Morton Ireland, of Washington,

D. 0 .' I t  bears the same date as his letter#  <• 17 May, 1880.

A couple of weeks la ter  Brot, Pike receives the following Inter­

estin g  le t t e r ,  and aooompanying i t  are Prater Wbyteheed^e rep lies to

Broi* Pike*s queries. * *
Laprarie, Pro. ofQhen.# Canada.

89 May# 1880.
My dear BroI* P ikeI- ,

By yesterday's English mail I got a reply to 
your queries from Bros.Whytehead of York# and now enclose them. He 
t e l l s  me th at the Metropolitan College hae sunk with and by a common 
kind o f  knife and forlli arrangemshi and doee no real work. His own 
C ollege, the youngest, has begun with a great dash which he hopes 
w ill  continue. Shis i s  the one X am an Honorary Member o f. They 
are to  have on the 2d tfune a meetingTo v is i t  'asveral pla’oes of 
antiquarian in terest & make an excursion# holding their tyltfd meet­
ing in  the afternoon# o f which a program with a copy of Regulations 
i s  to be sent me. He a lso  says hs does not think any grade except 
Zelator i s  ever worked in  England. Prai, Katier Is to  look up and 
work ouit the missing Rituals Of 5# 4# 8# fl# 7* 8 1  9» but they are 
so d ilatory  at Headquarters that he«alm ost despairs of i t .  He 
further t e l l s  me that he Just had a le t te r  from Fpater Meyer, who 
says he is  forming a Hi#* Council of the Order for the XJ, 8 . "Have 
ottr Broi* Pike communicate with him a t once in  order to  prevent 
olMshing."

to  the Roeicruoian Order. He has read many of your writings* I 
am to  send him your address in  order that he may tend you some odds 
and ends whloh may be o f some in tere st to  you.

1 I  lose no tim e-in forwarding to  you h ie rep lies  to your queries, 
and now i f  you wish, me to add anything to the Warrant i t  w ill give 
me pleasure to do so, for so  far a» we are concerned we are pre- * 
pared to give you any.authority you think necessary# although I t  
may be a mere nominal matter# coming from us# but s t i l l#  being a 
Supreme Body i t  may, be of use in your estab lish ing  a Hew and Inde­
pendent C ollege.
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-v t  t i l l  write again in  a day or two# having sent your la tte r  to 
Moringtoa and Longley# whose opinions I know coincide with mine# 
and that is# you are to adopt any course you think bast*

Always most tru ly  &
fa ith fu lly  yours#

To Albert Pika# IX°. 
Sup# Mag.

TJ» S • A.

w* 9* B. MacLeod Moore# IXU.
Sup. nag.

(A postsoript i s  here omitted# but may 
be seen in  the fa c s im ile  of the la s t  
page of the la tter# )

Mara follow  Prat. WhyteheadU answers to Bret* P ikej-

REPLIES.

'' 1 A 2* There i s  a Supreme Magus in  Anglia with a High Council 
governing a ffa ir s . Dr. Woodman of Exeter is  S# M., but I fear does 

. not push at b is  Oounoii su ffic ien tly #  so that things are very d u ll.
He grants permits to open Colleges & appoints the Chief Adept of e&oh 
ad vitam. We gave the "degree" to 5 or 4 Americans from Philadelphia 
Tn T5797 and they applied for a warrant# but not being able to evoke a 
response# they transferred th e ir  application  to  the S. ti* in  sootia , 

fand got one and are now working under it*  0* E. Meyer i s  Chief Adept a

‘ 3 . I t  has Statutes which were published in  the f i r s t  number of the
Rosie rue ian M&gaslne# but these are now to  a forest extent superseded# 
and I expect a »w  code w ill  shortly  be promulgated* I  have drafted 
rules for my College which w ill sh ortly  be printed# when I w ill send 
you a copy* 

vw ‘ V  ;
4* We formad our College by sending a p etitio n  to Woodman, Me 
gave us a written permit, for whioh we paid two guineas. The Chief 
Adept also pays two guineas for h is  diploma (when he gets i t )  and 
there are annual dues# but we do not pay any a t  present unTTl th e . 
Hi#! Oounoii shows ft l i t t l e  more l i f e .

ft# Our fees are one guinea admission and fiv e  sh illin g s  subscription.
; l • ■ •; ' * ‘ • . ,

6 & 7 , See above* 1

0* *e have no lim it* There i s  a Yorkshire (College to  whioh the 
founder# of York college belonged# but i t  vat mismanaged# some l e f t  

. 'C i t  end 1 dont think i t  w ill  e x is t  long* ire get candidate# from a l l  
over Yorkshire, Dr* Woodman wanted me to  be the head of the County#, 
but I deolined as long as the Yorkshire College ex isted  for fear of 
creating any adverse fe e lin g  with i t s  member#,

©* Certainly# in  the p e tit io n  tbe lim it own be fixed ,
j  ■ ■(; ■/ • ' •

s~  ̂ 16, °ur Constitutions say ws cannot, I  have only the l e t  and 2nd
R itual* and the S.U. seems to  have lo s t  sight of some of the Grades.
They were f ir e t  got from Germany# I believe# by the la te  Brot,
Wentworth L ittle#  who founded the Shglieh Orders >'

t  ’l l .  Replied to above.



T. B, Whytehead, QO*

Crux Mefcbit.

__ Oh, Ad, York Coll.
, ■ ’ i * • *■

I t  must be gathered from thi» le t te r1 ■' - * •

and the re p lie s  that during the four­

teen year* since,the founding of 

Metropolitan college In London in 1666 

eith er they poaaeiaed no Rituals of any 

Grade higher than the ieoond, or e lse  

the management had been ao lax as to  

again lose the RltU&li which had been 

received by Frater L it t le  ih  1857 from 

Frater White or those which Frater 

Mackenzie probably brought with him on 

returning from h it  stay with Count Apponyi.

Another sa lien t feature la the marked indifference with which 

the p e tit io n  of the Philadelphia Fra twee was treated by the Supreme 

Magus Of England* unddr whose ju r isd ic tio n  they reoelved the "degrees" 

in  York College* Scotia was more courteous and doubtless made 

prompt reply , fh ls  la x ity  in  the English management la bI bo re­

f le c ted  in  the granting of a diploma to  a Chief Adept, who pays for 

th is  parchment two guineas,"when he gets  i t , *

Vary apropos o f  th is  is  the follow ing quotation from an ed ito r i­

a l note In "The Kneph*, published in  London, June 1, 1881, and i s  to
> ■ ■ '

be found on page .44, "Hie Kneph* i s  the organ of the Antient and 

Prim itive Rite of Masonry, and was at th is  time edited by Brother 

Kenneth R, H, Maokensle, XX°,L,L.D., 53°. . if * . . .  *

Here i s  the quotation! "Members of ths Rosiorucian Society in

England w il l  be glad to hear th a t the long-ppomieod O ertifloate and



Seal has at la s t  been Issued by the a u th orities . We congratulate 

our enthusiastic Brother Dr* Woodman; P*O.S*B,* upon th is  auspicious

event; and we trust that the u n se lfish  labor he has devoted to  th is  

Interesting branch of Masonic Solenoe s i l l  bear goal fr u it  In the
;‘ ■ 1' ' • r **
future." N

It  i s  fortunately a rare sort o f enthusiasm which was m anifest-- ■ ■ »
■■ ■:' t

ed by our good Crater Woodman; at that time the Supreme Magus of the
\ .* ' ^

Rosloruolan Soolety In Anglia, when he Issued the C ertificate and 

Seal f if te e n  years a fter  the founding o f  the Society*
. /  # # * * # « » *

< - N
CHAPTER V ■

Conclusion of the le t te r s  to  Albert Pike.

Metropolitan College had evidently sunk to  a mere banqueting

a ffa ir  at th is  time; with no Interest In the Rituals nor in  the

wisdom they might contain.

Brother pike receives now a pleasant le t t e r  from Prater Meyeri-

Gharlee B* Meyer j 
722 ArCh S t. Philadelphia. Pennsylvania.

May 2 9 t  1880.

To my dear Brot. F ikej-
Just as I am about leaving for Chicago 

and Montreal I have your le t t e r  of the 28th of May# I am glad to  
find you are taking an in terest in  Rosloruolan matters* Our 
Fhiladelohla College has been established'now nearly two years.
Some time ago I learned that certain p arties  whose names I am not 
at lib e r ty  to mention were working to  get control o f the Soolety 
for the United S ta tes. ' ‘

Have a very unpleasant experience o f  the Red prose of 
Constantine Order in  th is  country# I was determined as the S.
Magus of the only College in the United S ta tes 'to  clroumvent these 
persons and so se t on foot the organisation of a Grand High Council 
of th e United States and thus keep the Society lrt the hands of 
those who would value i t  for  what i t  la  worth and keep out those not 
worthy*

Had I known you were of the IX° I would have been much pleasedi 
to  have had you with us in  the organisation, and hope you may be 
pleased to  work with u s. Why not organist a College In Washington, 
D.* G., Unless you have one already formed#
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I *111 be pleased to know the name of your College, and i f  one 

la  not yet formed, Whidh I Infer from your le t te r , & you would like  
to organise one I sh a ll be pleased to  know the name you se lec t & 
sh a ll forward the matter a l l  I can* Let me know.also the date of 
your IX° and Latin motto#

What has been done, has been done for the so le  benefit of the 
Society# I do not think, am sure there are not 28 in  the United 

: States# On aooount of absence from the City I t i l l  not be able to 
see you in Hew York City next peek#

Should be pleased to  hear from you soon and know your views#
Your Droii

Charles E$ Moyer, 1X°*

O '

Kext follow s another le t t e r  from Prater Moore giving Bro*. Pike 

f u l l  authority respecting changes in  the Grades, and confirming the 

absence of a l l  R ituals but the f i r s t  and second*

s J :

Dear Prater Pike, IX°,
Laprarie, Pro# of Quo* Dom. of Canada, 

8 June, i860.

As Chief Magus o f the Independent and Supreme 
College of the Roaicruoian Society for  the Dominion of Canada, I am 

. requested by the Senior and Junior Substitute Magi, Pratrea Thos* D. 
Harington at &eo# 0# Lpngley of the College (gfid bf which you are an 
Honorary Member IX Degree) that with reference to your le t te r  of the 
25th ultim ate to me, re la tive  to  the establishment of the Society in  
the United s ta te s  o f America, by Warrant from us, and suggesting pro­
posed changes in  the C onstitution of the Order, &0«, as sub^i^ted in 
your le tte r ;  that, you have our f u l l  aanotion to  make such changes and 
amendments and to  do any and everything you consider best# We do 
not know o f any restrlw ions,'"excepting, of course# that i t  would not 
be advlssble to  inoreaee or elim inate the number of grades, or a lter  
the names, but i s  respects any changes you may wish to make in the 
R itu als, &0 •, fed#, you have supreme power#

We a l l  f e e l  quite certain  that there ere no more Rituals extant, 
beyond those sent you# Neither Pratres Yarker ofTfanohester, nor 

^Captain Irwin of B r isto l Know of any more* The la te  Frater Robert 
'Wentworth L itt le  of London, who introduced the Boolety in to  England 
from Germany, had the matter in  hand to complete them, but h is i l l ­
ness and death prevented#

*e trust therefore you will revise the Rituals and supply others 
in place of those wanting. t

Believe me always, dear FTater, with best wishes, in which I anr 
joined by my confreres,

. •« ’ Sinoerely and faithfully yours,
W. J. B. MaoLeod Moore, 

rx°, C* Magus.
Por Canada#

To Frater Albert Flkej 
IX°. Chief Magus#

Rosloruoian S ociety , U, S. A.
602 D# St# s Washington, D* C#

The correspondence now rests  q u ietly  for about f iv e  weeks? and
* , * \  : *

then Frater Moyer is  heard from, and th is  time ho presents more



7 1fo rc ib ly  the prior right# of the High Oounoll ho ho# boon instru­

mental in  forming, H* also quotes in  f u l l  a le t te r  from the 8, M.
' 'v.*» .: . ■ i \ /> . IT ... ; . i •• . . ■

V^/ /.in  Anglia eho seem# to have suddenly wakened to  the a c t iv it ie s  in

; the United States/ possib ly e ith  an eye to  the "two guineas".
. • > , *•' \  1 ■'

Philadelphia, July 10, 1880,
: To my dear B roi.P ikej-

I regret that 1 have not answered your 
‘ le t t e r  o f June 12, 1880, ere th is , but I have been absent from the 

Oity a greater part of the time & great stress  of business i s  the 
only excuse I oan o ffer & which 1 tru st w ill be satisfactory  to

Iou, To reply to  you fu lly  1 could say that I have not had one 
ine from Bro*, Moore as you mentioned in regard to  h is action  

w  which to me la most strange.
I had a le t te r  from Canada, not from Bros.Moore# under date 

of May 12, 1880, in  reply to my circu lar , stating that you were 
an Hon* IX of the Canadian College,

We have gone too far with our High Oounoll to stop, We have 
• formed i t  according to Masaaio law & usage, You must know that 

several years ago a Oharter was granted by Scotland to the la te  
Broi, J, J. French of Ohio ago (he i s  now dead), th is  was for the 
State o f I l l in o i s ,  When in England and Scotland in 1878, I and 
several others received the grades in  York and Edinburgh and have 
our c e r t i f ic a te s .  We then applied for a warrtknt which we received  

.from  Scotland, signed by Lord Inverurie as Supreme Magus, covering 
/th e ,S ta te  of Pennsylvania, then in  accordance with their advice 

v /  .and d irection s I proceeded to  e sta b lish  a Orand Body o f the
• . United States for the reasons I. wrote you in  my la s t .  Accordingly 

application  was made & In April & May la s t  warrants were issued  
. > le g a lly  for Hew York ( s ta t e ) ,  Massachusetts and Maryland, After 

which the M, of T, of these four Colleges have established a Grand 
High Council of the United S ta tes, We have both the English and 
Scotoh Rituals and have done some work, X oanfiot understand why 
Col, Moore takes no notice <f the circu lar sent him, or why when 

v he knew the tjnited States was occupied he should issue as you say a 
warrant.

I  have just received the follow ing le t te r  from England*
"Ford House, Exeter, England.

June 7, 1880,"
"Charles E, Meyer, *

Supreme Msgut, Rosioruoian so c ie ty , 0, 8* of Amerioa, 
v Most Worthy Prater*

It  i s  with hearty good wishes that I greet you as the 
Supreme Ruler o f  your. Order in  the United States of America, and 
your two colleagues', Prater Albert 0 ,  Ooodall, 8* 8* M., and Prater 
Alfred F, Chapman, J, 3, M* X am sure that a l l  our Colleges w ill  
unite in  oord la lly  welcoming you in to  our Order, and our High 
Oounoll w ill  always be pleased to  reciprooate with yours in further- 

ring the advancement of Rosioruoian Science, At the Supreme Magus 
of the Order in  England I sh a ll always be ready to  reoogniae you as 
holding a sim ilar p osition  in  Amerioa and may you and your colleagues 

•be long spared to reciprocate with tfcePratere itt the Mother Country,,
• , Your Brother,

A?*?—' • ;".'Vr.' Wro* Robert/woodman, XX,
Supreme Magus In Anglia."

'• • :>&■ V r / v  ’ V - - v l ’ i '/



We have a lso  the recognition of Scotland, &C*
I regret very much that matters h a v e  become mixed, but you oan 

y.see that what we have done i*  r igh t, and we have proceeded in every* 
j  thing according to\ Masonic la* and usage* I f  you. have any surgee- 

>w' S tione to make I should be pleased to receive them, at i t  is  my wish 
to  have a body that w ill be united and prosperous*

My sole d esire  i s  fo r  the advancement of Hosloruoianlsm, i 
am sure you oan make some suggestions*

With kindest regards, I am your Brot*
, Charles K, Meyer, DC0*

■ Supreme Magus, 0* S* of A*
P*S*

Would you kindly send me date of your Hon* XX and of the 
( , warrant you say that tt“oorsB has issued# fo r  X have not heard any­

thing from him abott the matter*
i . • *

s"x- The le t t e r  o f  recognition from'Prater Woodman which is  given
* ‘ » .

above by prater Meyer in  fu l l  i s  a lso  published on page 10 of the 

report of the F irst Annual Conclave o f the Orand High Council at 

' Boston in  1880} but in  th is  report the la tte r  i s  given the date
1 t

of July 5th* 1880* This i s  m anifestly an error# for i t  could 
•••' .• < i *

not bear that date and yet be quoted by Prater «eyer in  h is  le t te r

'./ w ritten in  Philadelphia July 10th« The date of June 7th evidently

Is the oorreot one.t -  , . ,i « » ■ «

Here is  the "circular" referred to  by Prater Meyer* i t  shows

a curious diminution in  the number of members allowed in  each

Orade, lessen ing by one as they progreee# u n til but one is  admitted
U YewaVnS

to  the 8th Orade# and th^a lwjnwjy the 9th entirely  vacant 1 This

leaves the reader wondering how a candidate for the 8th Orade could
. V 1 * ’ * ’ “ . . .

'obtain  h is in it ia t io n , since there could be no other person of that 

'Grade! but th is  is  explained when i t  IS uttdSretood that the 8th and \ 

9th Grades are only conferred in  the High Council* I t  would appear 

then that only one person of the 8th Orade pan belong to  any 

College! and en tire ly  bars 9th Grade member* from Collegiate member­

ship, As the Constitutions o f the Orand High Council do not bear 

out th is  in terpretation  i t  Is probable that the terms of th is  1
Circular were revised*

J
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About thla time Prince Rhodooanakis of Greece received a letter 

from Brother Pike, to whioh he gave the following replyj-

Athena* M July, 1880.
Hy dear Brotherj-

1 have the honor to  acknowledge the reoelpt N 
of your fraternal le t t e r  to me dated 12 June* We have retrans- 
la  ted in  Greek nearly a i l  the R ituals of the le t  to  the 32d degree 
whioh you eo kindly presented to our Library* as well as that of 
the 53d whioh wae given to  ue in  W* by Broi# Webberj and i f  we 
ever print them-you may be sure that we shall not forget to send 
you & faw copies o f eaoh as a token of gratitude*

i When I wae in London in  1871 X was oreated an Honorary Ma«rus t
of the Roslcruolan Soolety o f England whose founder was the la te  

y . Broi* L ittle*  and whose Honorary President the Earl of Beotive* 
with powers to estab lish  a Supreme Lodge of that Sooiety for the



kingdom of Orsees.
On ray' arrival here I established one# I announced the fact to  

London# and I was acknowledged In due oourse. A few years la ter  
I nominated our friehd Colonel MacLeod Moore an Honorary Member of 

' th is  Supreme aollege and a Magus IX0, and granted him a warrant to 
estab lish  a Supreme Oounoil in  Canada* th is  he has done. There is  

■not the s lig h te s t doubt he has the right to  nominate any one he 
lik e s  to  the rank of Magus and to send warrants to ore ate supreme 

* Colleges in Kingdoms and Republics where euoh do not e x is t . You 
are as leg a lly  estab lished  ae he was established by myself, and 
m yself by the Supreme Authority in  London. X c a ll  i t  "supreme 
authority” by courtesy* as suen authority dees not exist* end as 
each National College being actually  independent le  at lib e ty  to 
adopt i t s  own regulations and to  change the R ituals, 

f ’ For myeelf* I found the r itu a ls  in  use so fu l l  of nonsense
that I returned them and use none whatever* I have tr ied  to give 
that SoolOty a sort o f  lite r a r y  form and to connect i t  as nearly 
a* possib le with Hermetioiem. You are sware that the Rosioruoian 
Order of which we are Supreme Magi pretends to represent the older 
fra tern ity  of the Rose Croix which flourished about the f i r s t  f i f ­
teen years of the seventeenth century. Xf you could yourself write 
r itu a ls  for the various degrees of Rosicruoianlam * Zelator, 
Theorloua* Praeticus# Phlloeophus* Adeptue Junior* Adeptus Major* 
Adeptus Exemptue* Magi*ter Templl* Magus •  having as basis the old  
eeremoniea of that Order, the present Order would owe a debt of 
great gratitude to  you. Bro*. John Yarker* a very learned and 

,111-used Mason, and a personal and dear frlendf o f Colonel Moore and 
m yself, knows b etter  than anybody e lse  everything rela tin g  to th is  
order* and would be of great assistance to  you i f  you were to write 

. to  him.
The Jewel of a Supreme Hague is  as follows* "An ebony cross, 

with golden roses a t i t s  extrem ities* and the jewel 6 t  the Rosie 
Cross in  the center %a gold losenge enamelled white with the Roale 
Cross in  the center). I t  i s  surmounted by a crown of gold for the 
Supreme Magus alone* and the jewel le  worn round the neck suspended 
by a crimson velvet ribbon.11

Provincial Colleges have the same power lik e  the Provincial 
Grand Lodges in Blue Masonry and as the la t te r  are under the Juris- 
d ie t ion o f a Grand Lodge* eo the former are under that of a supreme 
C ollege, therefore cannot do anything without I ts  sanction and per- 

m iss io n . )
I. repeat to say that by the powers granted to  you by our friend 

.Colonel MacLeod Moore* you>. can lawfully estab lish  the Supreme Col­
lege o f the United S ta tes, and by th is  le t te r  I beg to nominate you 
an Honorary Supreme Hague of th is Supreme College* and at the same 
time i t s  Grand Representative near the supreme College of the United 
S ta tes.

I sh a ll be moat happy and honored to  represent you also  myself 
a t th is  Supreme College. Pfcom what I wrote to you above you w ill
see that the mode o f  estab lish in g  a Supreme College in a kingdom or 
republic i s  sim ilar to  that o f estab lish ing  a Supreme Council.3 3 ,  
and as a Supreme Council le  en tire ly  independent* so a Supreme 
College I s .

I personally rboommend you to estab lish  a supreme College 
for  the United States of America, and to regulate the ceremonials 
and r itu a ls  of the Order* which Were concocted by B ro!.L ittle  and 

. are worthless.
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, i For m yself, I sh a ll be delifehted, and I doubt not Colonel 
MacLeod Moore w ill agree with me, to acknowledge you aa Supreme ■ 
Authority ."of the Order, whioh is  as I learn in a very precarious 

ietate and nearly in  a sta te  of decomposition In London* mere 
"'.are no fundamental regulations of th is  orderj there i s  no general 
ihead of the Order. Bach degree ought to  have i t s  own r itu a l, and 
the degrees as I have said above are nine. Our only r itu a ls . If  

,Vt am not mistaken, are written by the la te  B ro*.L ittle, the "founder11 
.. Of the order.

And ao much for Rosieruolaniam. Masonry, you w ill be very 
glad to  hear, progresses qu ietly  Hut stead ily  In Greece, and we 
proooso estab lish in g  a Rose-Croix Chapter in  Lamia the moment that 
town,la given to  us.

Yours very fa ith fu lly  and fra tern a lly , 0
Rhodooanakla, IX .

General the Hon. Albert Pike , IX.
Supreme Magus of the Supreme College of the 

Roaloruoian Society In the 0* S ., Is •
' Hon. Sup* Magus of Oreeoe,

Here we have in  th is  le t t e r  the testimony of an iso la ted  and

; therefore d isin terested  member, confirming the insign ificance of

the English r itu a ls  and upholding what Prater Moore wrote to Brother

Pike on May 29th, 1880, as to the reprehensible state of Metrooolltan
/j V

College In London a t that period.
• . .. \ • .  ■ * •
•/; While th le le t t e r  was on i t s  way, a brother in  Hew York City is

heard from, aa fo llow sj-

R, M. 0. GRAHAM.
Marine Insurance.

P.0* Box 2020. 26 Hall S t. Hew York, July 15, 1890.
» My dear Gen*1* ' „

I duly received your le t t e r  with rerard to 
RosiorUoian matters, and learn from Broi.Ooodall that he is  organis­
ing a College h ers, that he had reserved a place for me, but I de­
clined to  3o in > .te llin g  him that ,X Already had.the degrees, and i f  

•>you did not In terest yourself i n . i t ,  X would not.
- Some days sinoe he brought the inelosed le t te r  asking me to  

forward i t  to  you* I wrote to  Fred Webber, and today he sends me 
; your address* X am ourious to  know just where Mayor, stands.

Thbre i s  no novelty here, my fam ily are a l l  in  the country, and 
V i amhere sw eltering as usual at th is  Besson*

Webber w rites that you seemed to be enjoying your tr ip .
I may go out to  Colorado next month) and wish i f  I do that I 

could know where I could see you.
 ̂ With regards to Ireland

V  I. am fa ith fu lly  yours
t ' r  R* M. C* 0 rah am. •

Gen*l. Albert Pike, 
i ' i Topeka, Kansas* »
t C  Oare 0, Spalding, Esq.
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• Brother Graham evinces no active in terest in  the Order. per­

haps i t  was because he already ”had the degrees'1* such as they then 

. ser^V

Both the summer heat and the l&ok of in terest evidently com-
, . - V • v ‘ , '-v ■

bined to  cause a lu l l  in  the correspondence; but during th is  uoriod

the Grand High council of which Charles E, Meyer was the Suoreme 

Magus held  i t s  F irst Annual Conclave in the Masonic Temple, Boston, 

Massachusetts, on September 21, 1Q80, as ha^been already noted,

3?he following quotation from the F irst Annual Address of the 

supreme Magus w ill be in terestin g  in  connection with the correspond- 

once;-

"I ast informed by the Supreme Magus of Canada, Prater Moore,
; that he has Is sued authority for the formation of a College, with 

Prater Albert Fike, H*9°, of Washington, D, 0 ., but as the warrant 
was dated at a time subsequent to  the formation of th is  Grsnd High 
Council, and ns i t  was issued in  ignorance of*our notion,as w ill 
be seen by the accompanying le t te r s  from Prater Moore, I would sug­
gest the matter be l e f t  to  the Supreme Magus of Canada and the /*. 
Supreme Magus of the United s ta te s  for satisfactory  adjustment.”̂

Later in  the same report the matter is  again alluded to , as 
fo llow s?»

"Subsequent to a fu l l  d iscussion  by Fratrels A. G. GoodaU and 
.Thomas 3*, Shryock, pertaining to  the autonomy and in tegrity  of th is  
-Grand High Counoil, the correspondence o f five  communications befc- 

' ween the Supreme Magus# Charles S, Meyer? the Supreme H s p u B  of Canada, 
J. B, MacLeod Koore, Albert Fike,H .9°, and the Senior Sub, Magus of 
the U* &* Albert G, Goodail, (marked successively  0* H, I , K. L. ) 
were presented in  connection with the addreas o f the supreme Magus 

. and with d irection  that they should not be inserted in the record, 
were submitted to  the Supreme Magus with power to  act in  the prem ies,
as he, in  h is  wisdom, might deem for the intersstr o f the Order.” (3 )

• • * , ,*

About three weeks a fter  the Conclave, a la tte r  comes to Brother 
Pike from Brother Woodbury, whose name Is given on the Warrant from 
Prater Moore in the o ff ic e  o f  Senior Substitute Magus*

Boston, OCt, 15, 1880.
Dear a ir  and Brol*-

1 I have kept the r itu a l and rules of the
Rosioruoian Society with the purpose of having Oen*l. Lawrence in ­
spect them, I presume you need them for next week h  aha 13 send 
them by express today, Your Charter 1 enclose with th is le t te r ,  
thinking i t  better to  go by m ail, When our Supreme Council was 
here In session  1 'talked with Broi.Mayor of P h il, end also  with 
Broi;Chapman who has a provinoial authority here from BroJ. Meyer.

t

/



1
Brot.Meyer said As offered to  shoe me that he had authority from 
England. -He did show me some le t t e r s ,  I think. 

t ; I to ld  him 1 thought he and you should meet and harmonise 
/on thewa t te r ,  i t  would not be very d lf f ie u lt  so to do. Brot.
/.Chapman and I talked together and both thought the e ffo r t had 
[best be made by the reepootive Aroh Magi and we would a l l  f a l l  
in to the plan they should agree uoon. There has been no work done 

•by Br0 1 . Ohapman as y e t , so he informed me. I presume you w ill meet 
Meyer next weak* 1 think some true Rosicrucian Rituals oould be got 
Up in Mediaeval s ty le , with a l i t t l e  labor. Br6l.Moore la a l i t t l e  
too narrow in  h is theology for h isto r io  accuracy in Kabbelism, and 
hia Rltuala, which I return with your ru les, need the f i l e  end 
ch ise l of rev is io n . 1 regret that the s ta te  of a ff ir s  here renders 
i t  impractioable for me to  be present next week at the assembly of 

;Royal Scotland. I Should have been delighted to have met the 
•Supreme Council of the Southern Jurisd iction  and have paid my respects 
to you in  that seat o f honor which, you have so long f i l l e d  with the 
sa tisfa c tio n  o f  your Council, and to  have borne my testimony to the 
esteem and confidence with which the Scottish  Rite .in other Juris­
d ictions look to you as a Qreat Masonic Light whose steady rays shod 
a benign influence far beyond the lim its  of your Jurisd iction ,

With my b est wishes,
I am fratern ally  yours,

Chat* Levi Woodbury*
* 3 3 0

(lOn'l. Albert Pike#IX0, 33°.
Washington City# * *

;V' ’ -■ - D, 0. X

This le t t e r  shows amicable re la tion s between the Fratres of the
• • j

two Orders; Praters Meyer and Chapman representing the Philadelphia 

body, and Prater Woodbury, the Senior Substitute Magus appointed by 

the warrant sent by Prater MacLeod Moore to  Brother Albert Pike. 

Suggestions were mde looking to  harmonizing the two Orders, and 

again proposals were brought forward re la tive  to the compilation of

same true R itu als. ._____
" Another month elapses and th is  time our Canadian Prater, Harington, 

sendB ths regular Warrant, duly engrossed and signed, with the ao-
v

eompanying le t t c r ; -
Preacott, Canada.,

18 Novr. 1800.
Dear Bros Plket* /

" Colonel Moore Bent here the enclosed patent to  
be signed by Broi.Ceo. 0, Longley and m yself, constituting you the 
Supreme Magus of a supreme & Independent College of the Roaioruolan 
Society  in  the United States o f Amerioa* I forward I t  with' my very
slnoere pleasure as I am very sure that i}m Society must succeed and 1 

".increase under your* most able management/in th is 1 *m h eartily  
i Joined by Bro*. Longley.
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We have heard of iiiiOther Supreme COliege having been aet 
afloat in  New York# but o f that body I know l i t t l e  or nothing, 
except for le t te r s  sent, for perusal by Colonel Moore, who t e l l s  
tie that you object to  act in  oonjunotion therewith* what I wish 

. you to  understand i s  that I intend to  know you and'you only~in 
vth is.m atter. I do hope that you w ill take hold of I t .

We have no re lia b le  R ituals, in fa c t  know about next to noth- 
;'ing of the "Roaioruolan", and i t  is  a farce to be signing our­

selves 1X° when we are en tire ly  working in the dark.
' Now 1 know of no man liv in g  who oould, l ik e  yourself, turn 

our darkness in to  lig h t , and produoe a Ritual that w ill be rood 
and acceptable. I f  the order is  to  become worth studying, you oan 
make i t  so* X know of no one e lse  who oan* I aa not aware that I 

, oan write more, but i f  you desire information, or help In the way 
Of clerkship# you may command me*

We held the Annual Assembly o f our Supreme Council la s t  month, 
and when the Proceedings are printed, and you read your copy, you 
w ill see that you were remembered, as you always must and w ill be.

I hope you are w ell, and with every good wish 1 remain,
Very tru ly  and fra tern a lly  yours,

T. D. Harington, 33°#&o.
I ll*  Broi»

Albert Pike, 33°&0*
Washington, D. 0*

V, » .

This i s  the la s t  of these le t te r s  which appear to  have been
j: * • i

sent during 1880, and accompanying i t  wae the Warrant, or Patent,

In i t s  fin a l form, ae here shown.
(in ser t here Charter No.2.$

Both th is  Warrant and the prior temporary Warrant wej?e written  

in  black, and ornamented with scr o lls  and underlinings in red.

Two years now, elapse, of *  ioh there have been preserved ro 

le t te r s  re la tiv e  to the proposed Supreme College, nor have we any 

record of what amicable settlem ent was reached, u n til the date o f  

October 17th, 1882, at whioh time the ch ief Fratree of the Society
* >■ ;tj. ‘ •

of Rosioruolans are found In Washington writing the following l e t ­

ter to  Brother Pikei*
“S oo leta tis  Ro3 icruoianae in TJ* 8, of America."

Washington, D* 0 ., 00t* 17th, 1-362. 
Prater Albert Pike, IX0.

Very dear Brother;
The Society of Rosioruolans assembled in Oj.Hj. 

Council at the Masonic Temple in the City of Boston, Mass., on the 
18th Sept*, 1982, with unanimity adopted the fo llow t -

7



nFr«iter Albert G. Ooodall, Seni .Subi«Magus moved that Prater 
Albert Pike# DC0# Of Washington, D. 0 . ,  be e lected  to  membsrBhio 
and awarded the rank and p osition  of Honorary Past 8upre?« Magus 
in  th is  Grantl High Council of the Society of Rosloruoians of the 
United States# that upon h is acceptance thereof he be recognized 
as such, and in  f u l l  membership with the priv ilege of a v o te .”

(Extract from the Minutes)
I t  gives us great pleasure, Dear Prater, to  o f f ic ia l ly  inform 

you o f  th is aotion# and to  request an early reply thereto.
Wq have the fu r th er  p leasure o f  informing you that the Gti.Ht. 

Counoil w il l  hold a b r ie f  Convocation at 6 P.M. th is  day at the 
Bbbitt House, at which you are very fraternally  in v ite d  to be presen t. 

Sincerely yours in  the Mi* 04* ,
Charles E. Meyer,'

Supreme Magus*
0* T* MoClenaohan, H.9°.

SecJ. Can*. Albert C. Ooodail,
SENS. SUBs. Magus.

Prom th is i t  would appear that Prater Pike had not proceeded

with the proposed organization o f a Supreme and Independent College, 

for there seems not the lea st indication of any impediment to  the

e leo tlo n  to  the Honorary o ff ic e  which Prater^Ooodel 1 hod prooosed.

Apparently the fu l l  Latin t i t l e  which the Society adopted at 

i t s  Philadelphia meeting on April 2lst# 1880, and whioh is  seen on 

the heading of the Ciroular shown on p# J 3 ,  had been by th is time 

dropped in  favor o f the English form as given on th is  le t te r  heading.

Brother Pike*s a ttitu d e , and h is action regarding the Ro£i<*

crucian Society is  most fortunately d isclosed  by a copy of h i s

le t t e r  in reply to  that of the three Fratres at the Ebbltt House*

I t  la as follows!-* •  •
Washington,

18 October# 1832*
Bro* Chas. B* Meyerj s

Supreme Magus,
Your knowledge of the extent to which my 

time was demanded by other matters yesterday, w il l ,  I hope, su ffice  
to  excuse me for not u n t il  now replying to your o f f ic ia l  communica­

tio n *
When, In order to avoid dispute and controversy,. I determined 

to  permit to  become dormant the Grand Body for the United States of 
the Roaioruolan S ociety , estab lished  by me by virtue o f power de­
rived from that o f Canada, whioh derived i t s  powers from that of 
Greece, and i t  from that of Scotland, I also concluded never to  * 
claim <the degree with.which I had been invested, or membership in . 
or oonneotion with the Society*



;j. *1 ■ -S * ■ P T&ti-L. *

■. My reason waa that I had relu ctantly  consented to aocept the 
p osition  urged upon me by Broil.Moore and HArington, because they , 
expressed great desire that I should take In hand and revise the 

V  R itu a lis t ic  fork .o f the Sooletyj and I found that 0r th is  work* 
j ' ! (which I did commence upon and proseoute to  some extent)* was

mush larger than I anticipated* requiring more time and labor than 
, I t  was convenient for me to  devote to  i t .

And a lso  I foresaw that i f  the name of the Society was not to ,  
be delusive* that is* I f  the Society was to  be rea lly  Roaicrucian, 
some of the members would have to make i t  so by the preparation of 

; • Memoirs and works upon the subjeet of Rosioruolanlsm, which should 
• be worthy of publication and worth being read by scholars» I

should* i f  a member of the Society* fe e l  bound to endeavor to pre- 
' pare at lea st one work of that kind? and th is  I have not the time 

to  dot and I cannot at my age and employed as I am, engage in the 
prolonged studies with which such a work would not sa t is fy  myself.

)  Therefore, thanking your Qrand High Council for the honor done
me, 1 am constrained to decline connecting myself with i t ,  or being 
considered a member of the Society.

Fraternally and tru ly  yours,
Albert Pike*

The oopy o f th is  le t t e r ,  o f which a fao-slm ile is  here given,
< r“\

is  not in  Brother Pike's handwriting, nor i s  i t  in  that of Brother 

MaoOrotty* who did a l l  the ornamental penmanship on Pike's manu­

scr ip ts , but i t  i s  believed to be the handwriting of Brother Pike's 

son, who fas at that time helping him as secretary#

As th is  la  the only le t t e r  from Brother Pike which has been 

preserved to us, i t  i s  indeed providential that i t  should be the very 

one which gives the sum Of h is  conclusions rela tive to h is connection 

with the S ociety , and terminates h is  a c t iv it ie s  therein.

I t  does hot appear th at Brother Pike took any further aotive 
. > 

steps in Roaicrucian work. His in terest in  building up the Scottish

Rite doubtless engaged his whole a tten tion , and moreover, h is  labors
i • , . , -■ •

on the R ituals of the Rite became h is  Magnum opus.

Brother George;F* Moore, SS°, Sovereign Grand Com-

i wander o f the Anoient and Accepted S cottish  Rite, received h is de- 

Agrees in the Rite in  1884, and was subsequently appointed a Deputy 

for the Supreme Ocunoil for Alabama) but he never received any 

Moeioruolan Degrees from Brother Pike. These were conferred.on

■ ' . ■ ; v
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:■’[ Brother Moore by Prater Charles T, McClenachan, IX6, 33°, of New York? ^  [ 

the Secretary General of the High Council, Sooietaris Rosierucinnae
\ -t \ " t

Oonfoedera Reipublicae Americas.
■■ r •■:*

This was done sometime in  1886, according to the beat recolleotinn

of Brother Moore, who then received the Degrees of the Grades from 
/  ~JKe*£ M V itevJiW M

Zero to the eighth, Mogist.er Tempi!. Uhfrw JJ ^ o- (I* * *  by Prater

McClenachan In h is  hotel room, to which he had Invited Brother voore.

Let us here review the h istory of th is  High Connell of which

i .  Prater McGlenaohan was the Secretary General, ‘ I t has already been

noted that I t  was established on April 19th, I860, by several Fretres

who had v is ite d  England in 187B and at midnight on July 2ftth of that

, .year had received the Degree o r  delator in S heffield  College at York.

' Later, at London, two o f the party, Pratres Meyer and Sutter received

J*
i r:.
}. , j 
t •’ •

r-;y ■

the 8th and the 7th Grades resp ectively . So by th is v i s i t  of four

J. Kesotiio brethren to England end th e ir  in it ia t io n  in a College law-
' V r ^ . d f - . * *•

p^fttliy under the ju risd iction  of the Societaa Rocicruclene in Aurlia,
J ̂  ' . ■’ *j., ■ -t: . ■

the legitim ate Hosicruoian succession was again established  In >.• r r io a .
k  '■ ■ ' •

This Amerioan High Council met in Boston on September 21st, 1830, 

and adopted a Constitution and a lso  consecrated four Colleges.

'•These American Colleges for several years did lmoortant work
■ , 1
along the lin e s  of research and investigation* We are not cognizant

off-what and how many such papers were reed before the Hew York and

Baltimore C olleges, as none hove come under our notice, and we aup» 

pose:none o f them ever got into p rin t. However, in the middle' 80 'a 

they( became in active and are nos dormant, The Philadelphia College 

flourished for a few years, and some excellen t and elaborate papers 

were read, and printed. This Oollego appears to have became inactive  

in  the la te  80 'a and i s  now dorm ant.^

In July, 1637, just nine years a fter  the former v is i t  of some of

I



these Brethren to England, nine Pratrea from the Colleges in the 

United States made a socia l and business trip  to Europe. These 

Pratrea were}- Charles S. Meyer, IX°,8 #M. o f U .S ./\.; Charles 

Roome, IX°,S.S.H. J Alfred P. Chapman, IX", J.S.M .j, Thonns J. B h r y o c fc ,IX

Daniel Sutter, VIIIa} Charles V/.
A

Packer,VIIl0} and John L. Young, V Iil° .
The Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia called  a Special General 

Convocation, and a quarterly meeting of Metropolitan College, at 

Free-mosons? H all, Great Queen S t .,  London, on July 2 2 , 1887, and 

reoelved the eminent Rosicruciana from the U. S. at a Jubilee Con­
vocation. They were welcomed by Prater Woodman, the Supreme f'r- ûs 

o f Anglia, in an eloquent address of congratulation, observing thntj-

”The Roaicruclan soc iety  of the United States of America was
if

conceived in England, born in Scotland, nurtured by York, and now 

h ea rtily  welcomed, and I ts  dignity and Importance recognized by a 

General Grand Convocation of the Socletag in  Anglia. The presence 

of Pratrea from America, Scotland, and from York and Lancaster wag a 

demonstration of the greatness and the union of Rosie rue inn ism - the 

Father of Science and the Chemistry of the Future.H

This welcoming and congratulatory address was heartily respond­

ed to  by the v is it in g  Frntrea and the occasion was "a feast of reason 

and a flow of soul" to a l l  present, as wall na a current of insoira- 

tion  to the Brotherhood a t large.

The Master of the Temole, Fraser Robert Roy, VIII0, assisted  

by s ix  Fratres of the Order, then performed the ceremony of delator. 

The S. M. of the United Stages expressed h is  deep appreciation of 

the excellen t work of Metropolitan College and acknowledged the per­

fe c t  s k i l l ,  memory and eloquent manner in which the ritualism  had 

been performed.



The Suprsme Magus of Anglia, Prater Woodman} then conferred 

the Honorary IX° Grade upon Fratrea Meyer* Roome, Chapman, Shryock 

and McClenachanj and the Honorary VIII0 Grade upon Fratres Sartain 

Sutter* Packer and Young} and c e r t if ic a te s  were granted each and 

due record made In "The Golden Book."

The Supreme Magus of the United States* Frater l^yer, in be­

h a lf of h is honored brethren, returned thanks in an appreciative 

address, also riv ing a sketch of the orogress of the Order in the 

United s ta te s . ^

I t  w i l l  be o r  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  Masonic read e r  to  know t h a t  a t  l e a j a t  two 

o f  the  a r t i s t i c  works of the Roiri c ru e l  an and Masonic Brother John S a r t a in ,  V III° 

o f  P h ilad e lp h ia  have been preserved  to  ue . One oflCK th ese  i s  tho  Masonic 

R e g is te r  o r  C e r t i f i c a t e ,  shown in F ig .  . The o th e r  la  th e  well-known 

engraving o f  th e  Ironworker and King Solomon. p ra te r  S a f t a i n ' s  name s i l l  be 

fo und  a f f ix e d  to  both o f  th e se  f in e  eng rav ings .



CHAPTER VI
Dormancy of the Socletas Rosicruoiana in the United States 

and Development of the Temple of the Rosy Cross*

The S ocietatia  Rosioruciana In the United States, so auspicious­

ly  Inaugurated, flourished for a number of years, but its  Colleges 

gradually f e l l  in to  abeyance.

Prater Sylvester Clark Gould, of Manchester, N. H., who was 

made a Maglster Templi at a Convocation of the High Council at the 

Hotel Brunswick, Boston, Mass., on September 16, 1885, sta tes in 

his magazine, "The Rosicrucian Brothsrhood", for July, 1908, in re­

la tio n  to  Massachusetts College, of which he was a member: ’'The 

untimely decease of four of i t s  leading sp ir its  within a few years 

so disheartened many of the Praters that i t  became inactive, and has 

not yet recovered, although several e ffo r ts  have been made to  

revive it ."  This is  substantiated by the archives of Massachusetts 

College, for they record no meeting between the dates of March 2, 1895 

and March 31, 1909J a lapse of 14 years.

The f i r s t  of i t s  o fficers  to  die wag i t s  second Chief Adept,

John Haigh, o f Sorterville, Mass., who passed away on August 20, 1896. 

Prater Haigh was an ardent student, and l e f t  a large co llection  of 

Masonic books,engravings, prints and other rare a r tic le s  of in ter­

est and value to  the Craft. His death was a great blow to the 

a c t iv it ie s  of Massachusetts College.

Regarding the College in other c i t ie s  of the United States,

Prater Gould in  a le t te r  to the w riter, bearing date of June 5, 1907, 

says}- " a s  I reca ll matters now, dormanoy proceeded as fo llo w s,- 

Baltimore, New York, Burlington, Philadelphia, Boston. I think i 

there were two others received th eir  Charters, and held only one 

meeting."



So much f o r  lifc.0ja.clme e t t 8 C ollege  a t  th a t  pe riod .
f o u r

With a l l  i t a  C olleges e i l i i e r  deal ox- in a deep s leep  x'or -fch^c-teoQ years  

and more, i t  would be supposed th a t  t h e i r  gAveming body, t h e i r  tit and High 

C ouncil,  would oo in a c t iv e .  The l a s t  ia .u e  o f  i t s  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  however, 

bea rs  reco rd  o f  having be-jn attended on October 7 th ,  1908, and a lso  on June 

14t h ,  131£ .

Tho a c t i v i t y  o f  t h i s  o ld  Grind Hia h Council must havo been out s l i g h t ,  

f o r  a t  t h i s  pe riod  F r a to r  S. C, (Joule w«u in a c t iv e  correaponience with a nu>ib->i 

o f  r e a l  s tu d e n t s ,  men vhose id e a l  of a  Rosier u c i tn  Society  v a i  no t a mu I t e r  of 

a q u a r te r ly  banquet f lav o red  w ith a n t iq u a r ia n  l e c t u r e s ,  out r e a l ,  working 

o rg a n is a t io n ,  g iv in g  a i l  the  decrees s e q u e n t ia l ly  in  f u l l  fonri to  (hoc-o whose 

p re p a ra t io n  was adequate  th e re to ,  hd '/in£, c la sh es  in *.s t r o lo t5y , Alcueny and the 

a l l i e d  arcane  t . r t e ,  und in a c tu a l  touch w ith  the  cifst-oiiaaB of the  Ancient F is io a .

Here i t  1b n o ccs ja iy  to  go oack coae yearn to  t r a c e  the  n is to ry  o f  a 

l e e s  widely known se c t io n  o f  the  i lo s ic ru c ian  Brotherhood.

Tnio br.uion, known a  s the  Teiiple o f  the Rosy C roa j,  s>aj brought t o  th i s  

country  by p a sc a l  Beverly Randolph a f t e r  naving been i n i t i a t e d  near P a r i s ,  France, 

by th e  I t a l i a n  Adept, C-unt A. de G i> n o t t i .

F r a te r  Randolph boon in dew Yoik C ity ,  a t  NO. 70 C :u l  Stx-eet, on 

October 8 t h ,  1 8?S , and became a well-known w r i t e r  even before; no hud reached the 

ngo of e lg u le e n .

E arly  in  the  BO'e he or^ani; e.; in  dew England a Society  known ac the; b ro th ­

erhood o f  R o u ic ruc ions . This  wus a s tu d en t  body and th e re  i a  no record  t h a t  

he a ttem pted  to  conduct th e  re g u la r  degree o f  r i t u a l i s t i c  work of the R osic iuo i-n  

O rder. T h is  Brotherhood e / i o t e i  u n t i l  the  ear ly  70 ' s ,  and s ince  chon no tru c e

o f  i t  i s  found.
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I t  published several works# the f ir s t  prominent one being 

a translation  of the Divine Pymander of Hennas^dated at Boston in 

1871. In the preface, written by Flora s .  R u ssell, who spoke for 

the Order, is given an exposition of the principles of the Brother­

hood. The original plan appears to have involved the formation of 

a Triple Order?- the Rose Cross*Order, the Temple of the Posy Gross, 

and the Hierarchy of Eulisj^in function toward each other as d oH- 

the body, mind and soul of an individual. Each Order was of three 

degrees, thus forming a Triple Triangle of nine degrees, with the

Hierarch of E u lis as the fesofeiu
A.

The Grand Master of the Temple of the Kpsy Gross, thus 

represented the Head, and the Hierarch of Eulis represented the 

Heart of the Imperial Order.
* --The Rose Cross Order was designed as an Outer Door, and 

the Temple of the Rosy Cross as an Inner Door, to the ineffable  

Grand Temple of Eulis where those were admitted who had passed 

th e ir  te s ts  as to loya lty  and f itn e ss  for higher things.

Dr. Randolph was married tw ice, the second time being in 

1873. Hia principal centers of a c t iv ity  were Boston, salem and 

Hew York, and for, a short time in Hew Hampshire, s t i l l  later he 

was active In the large c i t ie s  through to the West. From September,

1874 to May, 1875, he traveled in California where he organised 

so c ie t ie s  on a regular r i tu a l is t ic  b a s is , and a lso  uniting them by \ 

forming a Council of Four, representing the Divine quarternary of 

the In v isib le  Brotherhood. The purpose of th is Council was to per­

petuate the knowledge which had cost Dr. Randolph so much suffering  

to a tta in , and to conserve the Keys to those Mysteries in which he had
been instructed . \

»
Of th is Council, P.B. Randolph was High P riest, Freoman B.

Dowd was Grand Master, R. R. Dowd, a man with astonishing sp ir itu a l
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g i f t s ,  was the th ird , and the fourth , shorn It Is not to name, held 

place by virtue of her sp ir itu a l poser,

Ihese have a l l  nos passed to the Great Beyond, but the 

place of each In turn has been f i l l e d  and the Council s t i l l  liv e s  

and functions.

Leaving C alifornia, Dr. Randolph returned to h is home in 

Toledo, Ohio, where h is transition  occurred on July 29, 1875, and 

whefcehis widow s t i l l  resides *

The two foremost in it ia te s  of Dr̂  Randolph were J; C* S treet, 

the author of The Bidden Way Across the Threshold, and Freeman B. Dowd. 

This la tte r  was born in 1825 with Libra,, the Sign of so many d is ­

tinguished o ccu ltis ts  and sp ir itu a l teachers, on the Ascendant. His

early  youth wbb spent in the smaller towns of Texas and Missouri where
^ -educational f a c i l i t i e s  were, at that tim e, extremely lim ited i f  not 

altogether looking. As to academic attainments, he had none. There­

fore a study of h is  works reveals him as a d ist in c tly  Nature-taught 

exponent of the higher truths, whose In te lle c t was not limited by the 

in h ib iti\o n s  of sch o lastic  routine and method. I t has been truth­

fu l ly  said that he f ir s t  studied philosophy In hie own soul,

Frater Dondfs active public work commenced in 186S", and ha 

beoarae equally well known as a lecturer and a w riter, touring es­

p ec ia lly  through Texas, M issouri, Arkansas and Iowa, His home was 

at Rogers, Arkansas, n

A ssisted  by h is fellow  members of the Council, Frater Dowd 

took personal charge of the work of the Temple of the Rosy Cross, teach­
ing and instructing individual members of the Fraternity for more than 

th ir ty  years. —

Hla best known writings are, "The Temple of the Rosy Cross*.,
*

^Regeneration", "The Double Man", "The Evolution of Mortality", and 

the "Mystery of the Serpent", afterward called  "The way". Frater



%Dowd*8 particular sphere of a c t iv ity  was the furtherance of the 

Roslcruolan organisation already spoken of as the Temple of the

Rosy Cross* To th is  end he in it ia te d  Mr. Edward Hi Brown, of
xn  Tune, /

Salem, Mass* Into th is  fraternityJ recognizing and designatingA
him as h is successor and Orand Master of the Temple o f the Rosy 

Cross^ which position^lfSv*Brown held** ̂ y U r ^ t o ^

Prater Dowd passed away November 1 , 1910, at F o g e r s ,

Ark., ieaving a widow, Mrs. Lucy L. Dowd, who, u n til recen tly , 

continued to reside at Rogers.

J
\



CHAPTER VII

Origin and Work of the Societas Rosloruolana In America.

How Frater S* C* Could of Massachusetts College was an

indefatigable student of the RosicrUcian Art and had received an

In itia tio n  at an early age, for he writes as follows In "The

Rosicrucian Brotherhood", Vol. 2 , No* 3 , p, 108j- "It was not

necessary, therefore, to be Id en tified  with a Lodge, Society or

Order to be a Rosicrucian* There ha® been many such in even

th is  country? there are many such today, but the world does not
know them, neither are they members of organised so c ie t ie s , but we

know some of them* Suffice I t  to say we became one in the *503,

the Theoeophical sura of which year i s  16, but no matter here how, and
if. *

id en tified  ourself with the English order, February 10, 1885, in

Boston, so as to  be in touch with other congenial s p ir it s ,  and other

avenues of fraternal strength".

The v e il  of mystery with which Frater dould thus conceals

the time, place and manner of th is early in it ia t io n  indicate i t  to

have been en tire ly  e so te r ic . I t is  evident then, that when he

Joined Massachusetts College some th ir ty  years later he know that*
i t  was merely an exoterio , an antiquarian so c ie ty , asAits  Scotch 

parent and English prototypes. At a l l  events he joined mainly for 

so c ia l reasons and there Is no record of h is having made any endeavor4 

to  I n s t i l  into the R ituals of Massachusetts College, or those of the 

Grand High Council of the Soeietas woslcrueiana In the United States, 

any of the true Rosicrucian hermetio philosophy;

During Frater Oould^s connection with Massachusetts
** > i

College he came in touch, through his extensive correspondence, with 

ft Rosicrucian I n it ia te , one of the Apponyi family of Austria; but not 

the one in whose household Frater Maokenxle had been employed &b an
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instructor*
' /

. This Apponyi, rea liz in g  that Frater Gouia was not receiv-
e s H c r W

lng true^Rosierueian worlc through his membership in' Massachusetts 

C ollege, Journeyed to th is country and conferred upon Frater Gould
• i* .

the Grades of the continental Roslerueian Brotherhood up to and in­

cluding the Ninth Degree, and also presented him with a Mark; the 

token of In it ia tio n  not having been provided for in the r itu a ls  used 

by the Sooietas poslcruciana In the United sta tes.

The opportunity for Frater Gould to use his stores of 

knowledge came in due tim e, however, when the Colleges of the 

Soeletas Roaicruciana in the United States had been dormant a dozen 

years, and with no hopes of reviving them* Among Frater Gould’s 

numerous correspondents at th is  time was Brother George W. Plummer, 

whOT̂ W* Wynn W estoott, the Supreme Magus of th l Societas Posioruciana 

In AngliRjhad referred to Frater Gould in a le tter  dated October 17, 

1906, replying to  Brother Plummer’s inquiries re la tive  to the Rosi<- 

erueians. Brother Plummer was an ardent archeologist and Egyptologist 

and also a Mason of the 32nd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish P ite . In th is  correspondence Frater Gould now narrated the 

dormancy of the Grand High Council and Colleges of the Societas 

Roaicruciana in the United States and h is doubts as to whether they 

would ever be revived, for their work was of an antiquarian and 

h is to r ic a l nature rather than the true Roslerueian teaching and s

»

practices*

Among the le t t e r s ,  the following sign ifican t lines are 

quoted from one written by Frater Gould on November 30, 1908, in

which he sta tes  to  Brother Plummer th a t-”the English Branch of the T?*c.
' •%
in  the TMj* is  a t present quite inactive and bids fa ir  to remain so , * 
as our Boston fraters manifest no desire to  continue, and I am now 

trying to get to the bottom of a Baltimore R. c . to unlock the situ a -



tlo n . Bat wore of th is  anon", x x x "There should be a TUC. Order 

in the U. S. with the true ones in i t /  x x x "I have much that I 

want to ta lk  over with you, G. F. Moore, H.A*V. Parsel, and a few 

others in your v ic in ity , and I hope to do so in the Spring."

Before the arrival of Spring, however, Brother Plummer 

wet Prater Gould in Boston and received at h is hands in itia tio n  up 

to  and including the Ninth Degree, and a lso  was given the custody of 

a l l  r itu a ls , and memoranda rela tin g  thereto which Frator Gould had 

acquired from the Adept, Apponyi, as well as from h is previous years 

Of research and correspondence with a world- wide c irc le  of students 

and o c c u lt is ts .
In accordance with the purpose of the meeting between 

Prater Gould and Brother, now Prater, Plummer, much work was accomplish 

ed during the winter toward the formation of a life cons true ted body in 

the United S ta tes, a body which should be based upon the broadest 

principles of the true Roalcrucian Art, eschewing fads, fancies and 

lems, and opening i t s  doors to a l l  true seekera

Thus began the prosent Societas Rosleruciann In America, 

with the r itu a ls , tra d itio n s, landmarks, customs and practices as 

carefu lly  gathered by Prater Gould for purposes, as i t  now appears  ̂

which were to  far transcend even h is  lib era l concepts.

In the following summerFra ter S* C. Gould closed h is  

earthly labors and passed to the higher l i f e  at 6  P.M., July 19, 1909? 

and the aotual executive and organizing work and propaganda became 

the mission of the present Supreme Magus. Besides h is Posicrucian 

labors. Prater Gould was a lso  an active Mason, being a member of 

Lafayette Lodge, No. 41; Mount Horeb Chapter No. 11} Adoniram Council 

NO* 3 | and Trinity Commandry, K. T ., a l l  of Manchester, N. H.; and a
member of Boston Consistory, 32°, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish

*

H ite .



No higher tribute can be paid to the honored memory of one 

whose en tire  l i f e  was an epitome of the principles i f  the true Rosi- 

oruoian Art* and in whom even the very traditions of the Brotherhood 

seemed to be incarnated* than to record the fact that within ten years 

in sp ite  of seemingly insuperable obstacles, the reconstructed Srder 

has been spread from C aliforn ia  to the West Coast of A frica, and in 

the United States has a membership which includes every State in the 

Union.

In pursuance of h is  new duties and ob ligation s. Frater

Plummer^ f i r s t  act was to enter into correspondence with the Societas

Rosieruciana In Anglia with a view to obtaining a charterj but h is e f-

fo r ts  were met with the same d ilatory treatment as were those of h is
predecessors in 1878, as already related# It is  true that on

i  *
June 21, 1910, the English body sent forms for organizing c o lle g e s \ 

bttt thfep requests for signs and words of recognition were such that no 

obligated Frater could meetAthrough correspondence. So th is  attempt 

to  enter in to  fraternal rela tion s with Anglia, proved f r u i t le s s .

Nothing daunted, however, Frater Plummer held a preliminary 

meeting for instruction and organization on December 11, 1911, at 

82 Columbia Avenue, Qrantwood, N* J . This was followed on December 

22nd o f the same year by the F irst Regular Convocation of Qrantwood 

College at the above lo ca tio n .

The next sequential step was the formation of the High 

Council, Societas Rosieruciana In America, This toot place at 

82 Columbia Ave., Qrantwood, N.J. on May 21, 1912, when was holden 

the Organization and F irst Emergent Convocation of the High Counoil, 

S«R# I.A* Application was then mab to incorporate the High Council
as a fraternal and re lig iou s body, and accordingly i t  received a

*

Charter, under the Laws of the sta te  of New York, incorporating i t  

trader the name "Society of Rosicrucians, In c .” and bearing the date 
of September 16, 1912#



The F irst Consistory of the High Counoll took place on 

December 20, 1912, at the same address. At this Consistory a 

Charter was issued to Grantwood College,

About Hew Years Day, 1913, a le tter  came from the Late 

A, Cadbury Jones, then Secretary General of the Societas Posicruciana 

In Anglia, dated December 21, 1912, in which he s ta te s :-  "Since my 

Correspondence with Frater Plummer, the original Rosicrucian Society 

in  America, which was an offshoot of t h is ,  has been revived and ac­

knowledged by us," This shows at once a glaring error, for the

Societas ^osicruclana in the United states was not an "offshoot"? i t
awas chartered by Scoti^a through the Supreme Magus, Lord Inverurie, 

in December, 1879, and owes nothing to yngland save the in it ia tio n  of 

some of i t s  Fratejrs at York in 1378, and the honorary degrees received
i  .by the American Fratres at the jubilee convocation in 1H87. second­

ly ,  th is le t te r  shows that,w hlle corresponding with Frnt.er Plummer 

regarding the organizing of the new American foundation, they acknow­

ledged the rev iva l of the old foundation without informing him to that 

e f fe c t  u n til  too la te .

The im partial reader w ill  at once see the unethical nature 

of th is treatment, anri at the same time w ill recognize that the ac­

knowledgement, in the le t t e r ,  of the revival of the ol^er body, but 

Corroborates and confirms Frater Gould's b e lie f  that i t  was dead at 

the time he placed upon Frater Plummer the resp o n sib illty  for the >

continuance of the Orders

Recently we note the death of Frater A. Cadbury Jones, 

and with i t  comes the hope that under a new secretary General the 

Societas f\osicruciano in Anglia may estab lish  that same entente 

cordlale in the Rosierucian order which so strongly unites the Mason-
, j.

io  Fraternity of both cou n tries.



On March 5, 1013, Grantwood College held i t s  f ir s t  Cotv- C jtjj

vocation in  i t s  new quarters in the roova of Whitehead Lodge,

F. tc A * M. ,  Fire Hall Building, Grantwood, N. J.

During the ensuinj^rear i t  was decided f-hat the Roslcrucian 

a c t iv it ie s  of this College would be greatly  enlarged in scope if  

they were brought into New York Ci*y, Accordingly i t  was determined 

to discontinue Grant-wood Coller-e and organize a new body, to be called  

Metropolitan College. In pursuance of th is  decision, the seventy- 

third and la s t  Regular Convocation of Grantwood College was held at 

these same lodge rooms on Tuesday, February 24, 1914- This was fo l ­
lowed on Friday evening, the 27th February, by a F irst Organization 

meeting of Metrooolitan College, This may be called it s  real forma­

tion  session , as i t  then received i t s  charter from the High Council.

A week la te r , Metropolitan College held i t s  second organization meet­

ing# Both these meetings being at the lodge room in Fire Han, 

Grantwood, N. J.

Wie F irst Regular Convocation of Metropolitan College in  

New York City was held in the ’"illard Masonic Lodge Room, Grand Opera 

House, Eighth Avenue & 23rd S treet, on Friday, March 10, 1914. At 

th is  Convocation i t s  present Charter was received Pro-n the High Council.

But four Convocations were held at th is  address, as the room 

was found unsuitable; and the College was --’oved to the Masonic Temple 

of Harlem, No. 310 Lenox Avo .,  New York City, where its  f ir s t  held a
\

Regular Convocation on Friday evening. May 8 , 1914, and has continued 

to  retain  i t s  Adytum at th is  address unto the present day.
Commencing on January 10, 1916, Metropolitan College began 

the publication of i t s  semi-monthly p eriod ica l, "Mercury", containing 

notices of i t s  regular Convocations, short biographies o f i l lu s tr io u s  

In it ia te s  o f the Order, h isto r ica l notes, Hermetic essays, communicaj. 

fciona from the High Council, and short a r t ic le s  on occult and a llie d  

subjects by the Frat^rs of the College.



At th is  time Roslorucian a c t iv i t ie s  in  Washington, D. C.-

resulted  in  the formation of a group of students -
' *

who made application  to the High Council for a Charter. This was 

granted, and on June 23, 1916, the elected  o ffic ers  of th is  group ; 

v is ite d  Metropolitan College, where they were in it ia te d  in  the 

Neophytes Degree, received their Charter from the deputy of the 

High Council, and the o ffic ers  were formally in sta lle d . Thias was . .
5

Washington College duly in stitu ted . *

During the summer of th is year two members of the High 

Council made a tr ip  to  Canada and through the New England S tates,
•«:

co llec tin g  h is to r ic a l and s c ie n t if ic  data of value to  the Brotherhood.

This tr ip  was so successfu l that i t  was decided to make aj 

sim ilar one each year, and so on July 1, 1917, was Inaugurated the ■ 

F irst Annual Pilgrimage of the Socletas Roslc^uciana In America by 4 . 

Fraters Khe 1, » y#ggC The Itinerary  included-;

a l l  the New England States. An International Celebration was held; 

in  the open a ir at Coming M ills , Province of Quebec# Canada,

July 7th# at 3:30 P.M. A Full Celebration was held on the summit of
„ * ’ ■* *>

Mount Washington, New Hampshire, Sunday, July 8 , at 12 midnight. f

Frater Roscius# who was the Celebrant on th is  occasion,
" .

writes h is  impressions as follow s:

"The night I studied the Summit of Mount Washington-frora 

below, I saw Lights such as are not on sea or land. To me they-w.--4:' 

were no i l lu s io n s , they were very r e a l, - and I am gaining in the ,J;.' 

conviction that I saw panoramically in a recess in  one Bide of the -f' 

Mountain, what may have been p ictures, lik e  theme-notes of past incar-
„ • • • *_ i

nations. I say th is , as a t the time o f th e ir  formation they always V
i

conveyed a personal a ssoc ia tion . Of the Mountain i t s e l f , ,  and the >- 

salute of i t s  great s p ir it ;  the star from on high descending :upon it*.-  

la te r  an orb apparently.



wag In red, -  a l l  th is  X remember*, not sk ep tica lly , but with profound 

reverence -  I believe Indeed a Temple, or a mighty Nature Pyramid, ■' ‘ 

could be beholden by whosoever could see with the s p ir it ,  rather than 

with the senses. To me, the Mountain i s  to  an older race, what the 

Pyramid is to Egypt; the epitome of the greatest sp ir itu a l a c t iv it ie s ,  

and during the celebration on i t s  summit, i t  seemed as i f  the world 

outside i t s  borders was brought into synchronization with what was 
w ith in ."

"Xe Temples of the Mighty Gods,
Monster structure^, aeons young, •
Ye are abodes of Hierarchs,
Eternal Mysteries your song.
Shrines of tru th s, our hearts unfold.
Citadels of Cosmic Power.
Immortal paefens sound the hour {■
Illum ination i s  ensouled.
Thy Light our being1s f ir e s  touch; r
Thy Form commands us liv e  with Power; 1 

Thy minds in  roaring echo such 
C alls. Immoral is  the hour.
Shrine where we u p lifted  stood!
Altars and Sacraments sublime! '•
We go apart from out the Road 
Of L^fe, ordained to  Quest D iv in e .”

ROSCIUS.

The High Council issued a Charter to Lagos College, S .R .I .A. , &£ 

West A frica, in September, 1916.

Two more Colleges were chartered at a sp ecia l Convocation^

of the High Council, March 1,1917. They were known as West Gate

C ollege, S.R.I.A. in San Francisco, C a lif . ,  and Freetown College,
'  • '  ;>

S.R .I.A . in Freetown, Sierra Leone, African West Coadb.

The f ir s t  Masonic V is ita tio n  o f  the S.R.I.A. was nude on'

Wednesday evening, March 14, 1917. On th is occasion Frater Dee, the

Worshioful Adept of Metropolitan co lleg e , accompanied by fiv e  of the

Masonic Fratres of the C ollege, three of vjhom. were Past Masters of • k

th eir  respective Lodges, composed a delegation which v is ite d  Maimonides

Lodge, No. 743, in  the C^pnial Room, Masonic H all, New York City. J„::
■ ■ . . . . .  • -  ’ .

The delegation was introduced by Frater Homuius, a 'P a st; Master of



r

v;

-efct ' ' :J  \
Malmonldes, and was received In the EgSfc by .then tbe- 7'-•

iWW aSku> rx &UitZA, •#■ ■:
Worshipful Maste^. Tlje work'of the evening mas the Third Degree,

and the cord ia l and genuine h o sp ita lity  of Malmonldes Lodge was most-

thoroughly enjoyed by every member cf the delegation.

West Gate co lleg e , S .R .I .A ., in San Francisco, was duly

Institu ted  and i t s  o ff ic e r s  In sta lled  on the evening of Friday,

April 13, 1917. Soror Lumen, by dispensation from the High Council,

represented that body and acted as the Instfi lin g  O fficer.

The second Masonic V isita tion  took place on Wednesday evening

May 9, 1917, when a delegation  of the Masonic Fratres of Metropolitan

College, S .R .I .A ., again v is ited  Malmonldes Lodge, No. 743. The

occasion of th is  v is ita t io n  was to a s s is t  in  the presentation of the

Right Worshipful and I llu str io u s  George Fleming floors, 33°, VIII0,

Sovereign G£and Commander of the Supreme Council of the 33rd and

Last Degree of the .Ancient: and Accepted Scottish  Rite for the Southern

Ths presentation address

Secretary-General of the

Masonic ju r isd ic tio n  of the United States

was made by^Right Worshipful 

High Council, S .R .I .A ., and I llu str io u s  Brother Moore was received in  

the East by the Worshipful Master* Pmi'i'rnuN.ugttia,. The Third Degree ■ -X 

was the work of the evening, and I llu str io u s  Brother Moore delivered • .

a most in tere stin g  and in stru ctive Historical Lecture.  • ••.»'• 7 .

I t  w i l l  be reca lled  that Fra ter Charles T. McClenachan, IX0, 

33°, Secretary-General of the High Council of the Societa3 Roslcrucbtna
A

in  the U .S ., the parent Rosicrucian-Masonic body in  th is country, had;
i

invested I llu str io u s  Brother Moore with the Eighth Degree, Magister 

Templi, in about the year 1885, Just th ir ty  three years prior to  the 

oresent event.

Another notable Masonic occurence was on Tuesday evening,

June 19, 1917, when by courtesy o f the Worshipful Master of Adelphio '? 

Lodge, No. 348, the Stations and O ffices of the Lodge were f i l l e d  by J



members of Metropolitan College, S .R .I.A ., who conferred the E.A,
■: *' " ,

Degree upon one of th eir  ovin High Council Fratres.. Among the
- , V  - ... *

Fratres thus aoting in  th e ir  Masonic cap acities were s ix  Past Masters,
" ' ' . i

one active Master, two Se nior Wardens and various other o fficers  of 

le sser  grades. Right Reverend Frater Nestorlus. Bishop o f Porto 

Rico, was Chaplain.

This is  doubtless the f ir s t  instance in th is country o f a . 

Masonic Degree being, conferred by a cast composed en tire ly  of Fratres 

of the Eoslcruclan Brotherhood.

I t  a lso  marks the f i r s t  step in In stitu tin g  the present 

con stitu tion a l requirement, that the High council, S .R .I.A ., sh a ll 

be composed e n t ir e ly  o f Master Masons in good standing. I t  i s  further 

req u isite  that the Three Magi sh a ll be Royal ^rch Masons and a lso  32° 

members of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish  R ite . 1

A Masonic occasion sim ilar to  that recorded above, took ,;, 

place In Malmonides Lodge, No. 743, on Wednesday Evening, October 10, 

1917. After the presentation of a magnificent s i lk  fla g  with ebony 

s ta f f ,  which was donated to  the Lodge by one of i t s  members, the E. A . 

Degree was conferred uponjfive candidates by a delegation of Masonic 

brethren from M etropolitan College, S .R .I .A ., whose excellent work,v, 

although given without rehearsal, was much appreciated.
4 «*

At. the Equinoctial Consistory of the High Council, held .V
r‘ ̂

on September 23, 1917, the Eighth Degree, Magister Tempi!, was con- 

ferred in  f u l l  ceremonial form. It is  believed that th is  is  the v

f i r s t  time th is  degree has been fh u s fu l ly  conferred in th iB  country.
e  ■ rOn December 1 8 , 1917, Fratres Acta*on and Lactantius, of -

Metropolitan C ollege, S .R .I.A ., were e lected  Worshipful Master and v»
Senior Warden, rep sec tiv e ly , of Adelphio Lodge, No. 348, New York C ity.

Following th is , Fratres Stabilitt? end &_,enaeus were reppeotively e lected  .,

the Excellent High P riest and Scribe of Jerusalem Chapter, No. 8 , . 1. - ,



This is  the Chapter of which the/%

( la te r  GeneralT~Bafayette was a member over a century ago*

£ L
o t t e a t

Royal Arch Masons, New York City.

Marquis £» -(la ter  ceneralffh*

Thomas J . Shryock,IX°, 33°, of Baltimore, Md., the Supreme>

Magus of the Societas Rosicrucinna in  the United S tates, Grand

Master o f Masons in  the State of Maryland, and Treasurer General of

the Ancient and Accepted S cottish  R ite, S.M .J., passed away on

February 3, 1918. He was succeeded as supreme Magus by Prater Eugene

Holton, IX0, of Boston, Mass.

A Charter was issued by the High Council, S.R.I.A.- on 
, * . •. »•; 

February 25, 1918, to Phoenix College, S .R .I.A . at Atlanta, Georgia,

and the College was duly In stitu ted  and I t s  o fficers  In sta lled  on
- ' " .  • * a ' i

March 3, 1918.

The re lig iou s pirn ae o f the a c t iv i t ie s  of the Societas
i .  -- •

Rosicruclana in America wa3 put on a permanent and lega lized  basis by 

the issuance of a Charter from the State of New York to  The First
* , f

Rosicrucian Church in  America, under date o f March 20, 1918.

On the follow ing day at a Stated Consistory of the High

Council, S .R .I.A ., held on the Vernal Equinox, four Magistb.ryjere

duly Raised and Crowned with the Sublime, Perfect and Ineffable Ninth
wrlAJi,

Derree of the Third Grade of the Order, Fratres

fcgBS^gj f I Cg, Hestorius and Paracelsus.

At th is  Consistory, the o ff ic e  of Junior Magus, vacant sinoe
; k ’ i . 1

the chartering of the Order in  -America, was f i l l e d  by the e lec tio n  o i
' v

the Richt R verend Prater Nestoriua. Bishop of Porto Rico, by a un- 

animous vote. Fpufu|i unanimously eleotect^Chanoellor, and

given supremefrcontrol of a l l  fin an cia l and business a ffa ir s  of the /.?

S» R. I » A.

A sp ecia l event at th is consistory was the e lec tio n -to
,r>
'»' •* 
' „ t

Honorary Membership in  the High Council of Most Worshipful Edward H#;
$ VV

Brown, X°, of Salem, Mass., who, as Prince of E ulis, Grand Master <fff



the Temple o f the Rosy Cross, succeeded Praters Randolph and Dowd^as * 

already recorded. . f ,

The foundation for a c ircu latin g  and reference library fbr,y 

Metropolitan College wag begun at i t s  eighty-second stated Convocation 

on April 26, 1918.

^(j^jj^M ost Wordiipful Frater S u lis , X°, contributed a set of the .
i

works of the la te  freeman B. Dowd, and other Fratres donated books on-'

Astrology, Geology, Yogi Philosophy, Encyclopedias, e tc . Rt. Wor.
oFrater Paracelsus, IX , was e lec ted  Librarian.

A rare parchment, the Deed to the Robert Fludd property in

Coleman S tree t, London, dated 1624, was presented to the Order for

i t s  Archives by Frater S eib ert, of Lakewood, 0 . ,  on June 10,1918, and

was received with the most cordial thanks and appreciation of the

Brotherhood. I t  has already been illu stra ted ' on page , Chapter III*
• 0

The Honorary Membership af^Most Worshipful Frater E u lis , X ,
' tm*4 ■

in the High Council, S .R .I.A ., was consummated by a Delegation com-\ ;
fb llT  vxaaXmaU ' oaviL

prised © f l ig h t  worshipful Fratres^Paimcelsus^Nestorlus, * ■

The36 Fratelrs le f t  for salem by the Sound steamer from

New York C ity, arriving on Sunday, June 30, 1918, and were most cordial

ly  and hospitably received  by Fra.ter E u lis . The ceremony was begun;

at High Noon p rec ise ly , Frater ^irnrus being the Celebrant. ; . v

The v is it in g  Fratres had a most in teresting  and illum inating

ta lk  with Fratrjb S u lis  a fte r  the conferring of the Ninth Degree, and;-'

returned to  New York that evening.

In furtherance of the Masonic a c t iv it ie s  of the Brotherhood

and with the object of affording opportunity for the study and dla- •

cussion of Freemasonry from the Kosicrucian and eso ter ic  point of /
• , i -

view, Right Worshipful Frati^e Paracelsus, then Grand Constable of the*.
• • . . ,  ' . •

Sovereign College of A llied  Masonic and Christian Degrees for America,
* • y

and Venerable Patriarch o f the former Half Moon Lodge, No.- 1, Ark •■£
’* * ■ . 

Mariners, assembled the Masonic fratres o f Matrooolltan C ollege on -



July 2 ,  1918

There were In a l l  ten Pratrea at th is  meeting, and the proposal 

to  organize a Lodge of Ark Mariner Masons was discussed, and i t  was then 

and there decided to begin the Work*

At a Second Organization meeting held at 712 West 180th Street, 

New York C ity, on July 12, 1918, the Degree of Ark Mariner, or Ark and

f€nsert Cuts of Lodge Emblem and Seal) i-

Dove, was conferred by the Venerable Patriarch in ample form upon the 

Charter Members present.

The F irst Regular Stated Voyage of the Lodge, to be here— ; 

a fter  known as Metropolitan Lodge, No. 1, Krk Mariner Masons, was held 

at the Masonic Temole of Harlem, New York City, July 12, 1918, and 

Regular Stated Voyages were held In the Hamilton Room in th is Temple 

on the F irst and Third Thursdays of each month during the ensuing 

season. i

At each Voyage some ex ce llen t paper was read by a member of
' i

the Lodge, which was followed by in stru ctive  discussion,

The Zelator Degree, 1-10, was conferred in  fu ll  ceremonial, . 

form at a Special Convocation in  the Adytum of Metropolitan c o lleg e , '

S.R .I.A . on July 26, 1918, the candidates, in  number, having *- -,

su ccessfu lly  passed an examination as to  th e ir  proficiency ih  the  ̂

Neophyte’s Degree* This i s  believed  to be the f i r s t  time' that th is

Degree was conferred with a l l  properties and a fU ll cast in  the. v-..-<.Vy

United S tates. •
Early in August of th is  year, when prater Paracelsus , 1 

32°, was c a llin g  on Illu str iou s Brother George F. Moore, VIII°, 33°,
. • * 1 ‘ ’j:*' ]•

at the studio of the well-known scu lp tor, David Edstrom, in  New.York ,, 

C ity, where Brother Moore was s it t in g  for h is statue. Prater .^ara-.;|^  ^  v

celsus showed Brother Moore a copy o f .th e-ten ta tive  Basis .of
; ■ *• \  “*?•

A ffilia t io n  on which had been;'consummated the cordial; and. mutual-,-if " ; * • ’ ’ • ' 'r . ,'*• * 'r-

relations between the Societas Ronicruciana In America and the Temple Vf,!;J



of the Rosy Cross. Brother Moore read, carefu lly  the paper, and was V 

so impressed by It th at he to ld  Prater Paracelsus that i f  such a docu­

ment were drawn up and signed by the proper o fficers  of the S.R.I.A. he 

would like to  forward i t  to  Prater Trevanion W. Hugo, in Duluth, Minn., 

with h is  personal recommendation that i t  be ser iou sly  considered with
•

the object of a f f i l ia t in g  the Societas Rosicruciana in  the United 

States with the S .R .i.A . The document was duly prepared, slgned|and 

sealed and delivered to Brother Moore. But just then the exigencies of 

the Masonic work in the Great War required Brother Moore's hasty depart­

ure for France, and the document was unfortunately lo s t .  '*

The Second Annual Pilgrinage of the S .R .I.A . took place dur­

ing the two weeks from September 7th to September 21, 1918, and was 

made by eight members of Metropolitan College and the High Council, 

S.R .I.A . The itin erary  included Albany, Elizabethtown, Ausable Chasm,
X s I' •

Montreal, Newport, V t., Norway, Me., Glen, H. H., Mt. Washington, both
%r

Crawford and Franconia Ranges, Concord, Boston and Hartford,

The Annual Celebration for International Roalorucian Brother-

hood was held  in the natural Lodge room on Owl's Head Mountain. ’ This'
• ' ^

mountain is  situ ated  on the Canadian shore of Lake Memphremagog, about
... • I ’

fourteen m iles from Newport, Vermont, and i s  about 5500 feet high.

Owl's Head Lodge Room was discovered over eighty years ago
Wi ■ ..

by Golden Rule Lodge, of Stanstead,. Canada. They became very- en- r  

th u sia stlc  over i t  and, in  compliance with t h e a p p l i c a t io n ,  a 't \

Charter was granted in  1855 by the .Orand Lodge! of Canada, permitting
j  • < |  . . .  ■>

them to work the Third Degree of Masonry thi's location , which they.
i ■/'■ <■'>' \  1

do on Saint John’s Da-g|of each yaar^ regardless of weather.
' f ' " ' 7  I j T

The Lodge Room is  a ^©hd^rful place. xt  is  reached by a

steep and rocky t r a i l .  ^The" ^ .1 1  a on the Nbrth side are of sheer roc^,

towering high. On the Sou1$ l a precip ice of .500 fe e t  guards the ap —
• ■*/? ' * :jl :  t  ■ ■

proach and at the same tin».VjjermIts,. over I/tfs embrasure, a beautiful:

view of the lake and d istan t h i l l s  and f ie ld s . The Lodge floor Is >



of moss as le v e l as an ordinary pavement and so fter  than carpet, . jy 

The se&ts for the o ff ic e r s  are of natural stone and were placed there 

by Nature. The roof is  the sky. I t  Is perfectly  t i le d  and correct­

ly  oriented. ;

The Fratrea reached the mountain from Newport by a small 

launch, then climbed to  the Lodge room.

After the Special Convocation was opened in due form and

the Celebration completed, the ladies o f the party began the descent

of the mountain. The Masonic Fratros remaining were assmbled as a

Lodge of Ark Mariners by the Venerable patriarch of Metropolitan

Lodge, No. 1, A.M.M., who conferred upon those present the Degree of

the Holy and Blessed Order of Wisdom, which is  the Sixth Decree on

the Poster of the Sovereign C ollege. : .
i  *

The whole party then returned to  Newport, and on the n e x tj  

day journeyed to  Norway, Me.

This l i t t l e  manufacturing v illa g e  .Is the present seat of 

the Sovereign College o f A llied  and Christian Degrees for America, and 

has a Lodge of Ark Mariners of more than 400 members , who come from ■' 

far and wide to take and witness the Degree. , >

The members were fhost hospitably received by the Brethren 

of the Sovereign C ollege, who.summoned an informal gathering bf the 

Fraternity and an in terestin g  evening was spent in discussing* Masonic 

subjects and inspecting th eir  ex ce llen tly  furnished Masonic Temple A 

and lib rary , which contains complete transactions of a l l  English-
■

speaking Masonic bodies throughout the world. £

At th is v is ita t io n  the Secretary of the Sovereign College,: 

by d ispensation , inserted  the new name- "Metropolitan Lodge, No. I . ” 

Instead of "Half-Moon Lodge, No. 1" on the Ark Mariner's Charter £ 

which the Brethren brought with them on the pilgrimage. • 'i.

While at Boston-, a committee journeyed to Woodlawn cemetery'



at Malden, Mass., and placed a wreath upon the grave of Prater Dee,  ̂

who for years held o ffice  of Worshipful Adept of Metropolitan College,,

S*H*I,A •

During the ensuing season C ollegiate work went forward with 

I ts  usual enthusiasm.

An examination for the Theoricus Degree, 2 -9 , was held on ' 

the evening of February 28, 1919, at which a class of twelve candidates 

showed th e ir  proficiency in the teachings of the preceding Degree.

About th is  time an o ff ic e  was secured in the Masonic H all, 

with entrance at 23rd Street and Sixth Avenue, New York C ity . Here 

was located the archives of the High Council, S .R .I .A ., and the 

rapidly growing library of Metropolitan College. Here a lso  were 

held  the session s of the Elementary and Advance# A strological C lasses, 

and the extra meetings of the Neophytefs Class which were required in. 

order to  go thoroughly through the prescribed In stru ction s.

The One Hundredth Stated Convocation of Metropolitan College, 

S .P .I .A ., was held in the Adytum on Friday Evening, April 11, 1919, ;

with appropriate ceremonies.

I f  to th is  event in Metropolitan college be added the number 

of Stated Convocations of i t s  immediate predecessor, Grantwood.College, 

i t  w i l l  r e g is te r  a to ta l of one hundred and seventy nine Stated Con- ■; 

vocations of the Rosicrucian Brotherhood in or near New York City at '<s 

th is  time. ’

The membership of Metropolitan College was now declared 

closed , i t  having reached the statu tory  lim it of 144 members. A :f 

waiting l i s t  was at once estab lished  and a l l  applications for member-:, 

ship thereafter received were held in abeyance awaiting vacancies.

Another Masonic v is ita t io n  was made on April 2 5 /1 9 1 9 .*

This tim e, by permission and courtesy of the Worshipful Master of-. 
Normal Lodge, No. 523, F. & A. M., during the working of the Third ,



F*atres of Metropolitan College* . £ *fj

The Seventeenth Regular Voyage of Metropolitan Lodge Ho* 1, 

Ark Mariner Masons, was held on May 15, 1919, and on th is occasion 

Pratrea Fannius and Servlnus received the Degree of Ark Mariner in 

due form*

At a Stated Communication o f Adelphic Lodge, No. 348, F.& A.M 

held on June 17, 1919, by the courtesy of Frati^e Lactantius, then , 

Worshipful Master, Frati\e Cronus was Received, Met and Raised by his 

own Fratree of the Brotherhood.

Metropolitan College is  ju stly  proud o f her Masonic workers; 

and i t  is  occasions such as these which serve to unite more c lo se ly  

these two great a ll ie d  F ratern ities*

The Third Annual Pilgrimage of the a R .I .A . was accomplished 

during July 8 th to July 2 1 s t , and the Itinerary Included Troy and i 

Elizabethtown, N. Y*, Montreal, Three R ivers, quebec and St. Anne de 

Beaupre, P .A ., Skowhegan, Me., Gorham, Glen and Manchester, N. H., ;

Boston, Salem, Plymouth, and Sandwich, Mass, and Westerly, R. I*

While in Montreal, the party located the grave of Frati^ y 

W.J.B. Macleod Moore, IX0 , 33°: the former Supreme Magus of the Rosi- 

crucian Brotherhood in Canada. His tombstone bears h is Kosicrucian 

Mark.
;'

(Insert out o f tombstone of WtjJ^.^Macleod-Jiaora)-------

A giant boulder was v is ite d  in Madison Co., N. H ., and \ 

photographed for the geo log ica l records of the Order.
S

The grave of Frati^e C. Gould, at Manchester, N. H. was

v is i t e d , and a movement was subsequently inaugurated to provide funds• >;•„ y -
for the erection  of a su itable monument over the remains of him to  •

, ; *
whose in i t ia l  labors the Order owes so much. *■ • A .£

Oh July 19th, a fraternal c a ll  was made on Fratre Eulia*:,:|:  

the Grand Master of the Temple of th e Kosy Cross, at Salem, Mass*, -



and the entente cordiale between the two organizations more firm ly *1 0 © 

cemented.

The principal events of the P a ll convocations of the Brother­

hood were the conferring o f the Zelator degree in f u l l  ceremonial form 

on September 26th and the holding of the Autumnal Consistory of the 

High Council on September 28th. At th is  Consistory the Eightfc Degree, 

Magister Templi, was conferred in f u l l  form on four candidates.

Mizpah C ollege, S .R .I.A ., in the City of Spokane* Wash, was
. >

formally In stitu ted  on Friday evening, January 16, 1920 by Illu str io u s

Fratre Hiaodrus, VIII0, and Fratre Vespasian, 0°-0°, was in sta lled  as
the f ir s t  Worshipful Adept.

On Saturday, January 31st, Frater E efic lo , who had just

entered upon h is  second year as the Worshipful Adept of Metropolitan

C ollege, S .R .I.A ., accompanied by a s ta f f  of f iv e ’ F ratfes, v is ited

Washington C ollege, in the D is tr ic t  of Columbia, where the delegation

was most cord ia lly  received . The v is it in g  Fratres were assigned to?

the o ff ic e r 's  sta tio n s and conferred the Degree of Neophyte upon a

c la ss  of candidates.

Fratre Fhaedrus, V U I°, Representative of the High Council

for the P acific  Coast, was welcomed in Metropolitan College on Friday,
it

February 13th, and gave an in teresting  report of the Instution of 

Mizpah C ollege, S .R .I.A . at Spokane.

On the Vernal Equinox, Sunday, March 2 1 st , 1920, at the
i

Stated Consistory of the High Council, S .R .I .A ., two Magist^rjj Templi, 

Fratres Apollos and Saturninua, were Raised and Crowned with the Sub­

lim e, Perfect and Ineffab le Ninth Degree, Prince Chief Adept. The »* %

Consistory was Opened in f u l l  ceremonial form at 9:50 A.M., and closed  

a t 4:45 P.M. ■,

The Good Friday and Easter Observances of the Order werd ac­

complished at the House o f the S*,S:.



The formal In stitu tio n  of Morganton College, S,R,I?A, 

was accomplished on Friday, May 7th , at Morganton, N, 0* by I l lu s ­

tr ious Frati^ Saturninus 9 °-2 ° , who was a lso  In sta lled  as Worship­

fu l  Adept*

At the end of June, before the summer vacation season of 

the Brotherhood, the new Manual of the S.FUl.A. was issued to i t s  

Members.

This work contains information as to who may become members 

of the Order} the Landmarks of the Rosicrucian Fraternity; the Consti­

tu tion  of the High Council, S.R *I.A. j. the By-laws of Metropolitan 

College (th e Mother College of the order)} Principles and Practices 

for Rosicrucians j Rosicrucian Orders, by Dr. Franz Hartmann} and the

thbee Rosicrucian C la ss ics;- the Fama F ratern lta tisj the Confessio,
i  t.

and the Chymical Marriage of Christian Rosencreuz.

As w il l  be readily  understood, th is Manual is  issued for  

the exclusive use of In it ia te s  of the Order.

The Fourth Annual Pilgrimage of the S .P .I.A . was accom­

plished during July 17th to August 2nd. The itinerary included 

Watkins Glen, Buffalo, Niagara F a lls , N. Y ., St. C atherine^, 0 n t .,O '  

Ausable Chasm, N, Y ., Montreal, Three R ivers, Quebec and S t, Anne de 

Beaupre, P.Q., Mount Washington, N. H. and the Mohawk Trail to the 

Berkshire V alley, thence home. 4- ?

& Stated Consistory of the High Council for the Autumnal £v 

Equinox was held Sunday, September 19th, at which Soror Concordia 

and Fratres Rahula^ and Bassus were elevated  to  the Eighth Degree, 

Magister Tempi!* ' ;■
’ . i

October 1, 1920, wa3 a memorable day for the Brotherhood;
■'■ i i

not because of any Convocation or ceremonial whatsoever, but that f;’;
* 1 ' ;

there was published to the world cn that date the in i t ia l  tex t book I; * -)
: L  \

of the Order, en titled  "Rosicrucian Fundamentals", containing the Av-

Instructions to those of the Neoohvte’g Decree, in which they are v



required to show their proficiency in order to be e l ig ib le  to the

Degree of z e la to r . ;•
There being no restr ic tio n s  as to who may leg itim ately  

possess th is  bookj i t  is  therefore a desirable acquisition  to those 

whose in clin ation s and studios lead them to desire to apply for y 

In itia tio n  into the Brotherhood# .

In January, 1921, was announced the Issuance by the Brother­

hood of a new and complete a stro lo g ica l course. This is  published to 

monthly section s and anyone is  e l ig ib le  to enroll for instruction  

th erein . A large amount of rare and valuable rraterial from the ancient 

and mediaeval exponents of the art has been incorporated in th is course# 

"Mercury", h itherto  the semi-monthly o f f ic ia l  organ of ; 

Metropolitan C ollege, S: . R: . 1 : # A , bcame a monthly magazine on 

March 1, 1921, being published as an expositor of the Kosicrucian and 

Hermetic, teachings and of the esoterSfcism of Freemasonry#

The Regular High Council consistory was held on March 21st, 

the Vernal Equinox, and was devoted en tire ly  to the good and welfare 

of the Order.

On July 6th Fratr^e Phaedrus, and on August 8th , Fratx\e Para­

celsus were admitted as Lay Brothers of the Rosy Cross. This is  the 

truly in effab le Tenth Degree which the Masters beyond, confer in recog­

n ition  of personal e f fo r t  and accomplishment. '■

Yakima C ollege, S : .R :.I : .A :, was formally In stitu ted  at 

Yakima, Washington, on July 20, 1921, by Fratre Alfred H. Henry under 

Dispensation from the SeveraL members of Mizpah C ollege,

Spokane, were present and .a ssisted  tin the ceremonies.
<xvn(
The Fifth^Annual Pilgrimage took place from July 30th to  

August 14th in c lu s iv e . Frater D ionysius, IX0, was Celebrant at

V

the Midnight function on Mount Washington, N. H., The party reached
tvtm tirrfcjiX*, .

the summit .of Mount Katahdin, Me# on August 8th, and <gfl6Ugg3a> geologica l 
h * * L d U M * * d  ^  ; '

spocLmenfl. which a t t e s t  the  t r u t h  o f  lo m i-ch e r ish o d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  th e  o r d e r .



t ysarawwu up- -tfrarciffawv-
*he Autumnal Consistory o f the High Council, S:.R:.I:«A

was held on September 25, 1921, and the Eighth Degree, Magistar 

Templl, was conferred in f u l l  ceremonial form on four candidates.

T rinity C ollege, nas formally Institu ted  on November 20, 

1921, in D etro it, Mich, and i t s  o fficers  nere In sta lled  in due and 

ancient form. Tills is  the ninth active  College on the Roster of? 

the High Council, S : .R :.I : .A :.
the the

In c lo sin g  th ese  pages o f the h isto ry  o f both Ancient an Sodom  
organir.ations Ruoy Roeo and Golden A

o f the 2 o et Holy Order o f  tho *#3$S Croaa i t  i s  with a fee lin g  o f  !

profound reg ret th a t wo auet record the passing to  the Higher L ife  o f our dear
X°,

and goal fr ien d  prater Edffard H, Broun,^prince o f  E ulia and Grand fa s te r  o f  the

Te.uple o f  the Rosy C ross. His tra n sitio n  occurred on i>|y 10$b, .192£, a t  h is  hoiae.V

in Salem, d j.s .-,. ,  and a t  the request o f  h is  fo u lly  and a s so c ia te s  the solemn Order,, f.

lo r  the B urial o f  the Dead, according to th e  Rosieruoiao L iturgy, was rendered by

Prater P aracelsu s, X , o f  the Socle U s  Rosicxuciana .In America, whose High Council f  

sent an appropriate wreath.



POSTSCRIPT.

R e tro sp e c t iv e  and P ro s p e c t iv e .

Looking buck, along the  dim v i s t a  oT p a s t  age3 to  the  ti-nes when the  Messengers 

of th e  y o s t  High God imparted the  M ysteries  to  the  f i r s t  I n i t i a t e s ,  end t r a c in g  

the  p rogress  and development o f  iho i n i t i a t o r y  systems which became more

d e f i n i t e l y  fo rm ulated  in the  R osic ruc ian  and l a t e r ,  though only [

e x o t e r i c u l l y , in Freemasonry, we f in d  th a t  the  R osicrucian  Art has ever been a

p ro g ress iv e  A r t ,  keeping always ahead o f t b s  d isco v e r ie s  in s c ie n c e .
ed /  •

For t h i s  re a so n ,  and because the  R o s ic ru c ian s  have ever v io t^ f la lu re  from 

w i th in ,  in c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  to  p h y s ica l  s c ie n c e ,  which looks on th e  o u te r ,  

the  Brotherhood i n t e r p r e t s  n a t u r a l  phenomena In a way which p h y s ic i s t s  o f te n  :

f a i l  to  comprehend, vnd th e r e f o r e  a re  prone to  r i d i c u l e .  But the  t i a a  i s  n o t  .
.• •:

so f a r  d i s t a n t  when the le a rn ed  p h y s ic i s t s  o f  our u n i v e r s i t i e s  and l a b o r a to r i e s
■ ■ • vh-; ■

w i l l  come to  view Mature more w ith  th e  in n e r"  v i s io n ,  a n i l w i l l  then with
. --I. ■

g r e a t e r  accuracy p r e d i c t  th e  r e s u l t s  of no.< r e a c t io n s  or XHH prophecy th e  £/•.
"&“v .

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  new a l l o y s  and compounds. . . .  %-s
U* . .

The a lch em ica l  l a b o r a t o r i e s  o f  the ad ap ts  prepared th e  way fo r  th e  a c c u ra te
. »*

chemical p ro cesses  of to d a y ,  and some o f  the  o ld e r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  possessed in.,; ..
V-; , ’

t h e i r  b u i ld in g s  e x te n s iv e  l i b r a r i e s ,  l a b o r a to r i e s  and s e i e n f i f i c  c o l le c t io n s ' l l  V-
' *• ■ : - f c

f o r  the  use o f  t h e i r  members. But in Uie la p se  of time these  c o l l e c t io n s  .jtvV. 

became d is p e r se d  and s c a t t e r e d ,  only r e l i c s  being d i s c e r n ib l e  here  o r  t h e r e .  y'V.'
_ i V \

The S o c io ta s  Rosicaruciiuia In America i s  resume^the la b o rs  o f  ij-..
/ '  : . - I S ; '

i t s  p red ecesso rs  along th e se  l i n e s ,  ana k t s  p lans  fo r  a s t r u c tu r e  which shall? ;/
..*r"

amply house a l l  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  For i t s  r e l i g io u s  work a chapel i s  to  be
// -

designed  which w i l l  bo a model o f  i t s  k in d ,  having 6Tery d e t a i l  necessa ry  for;!/-: 

the  r i t u a l i s t i c  ? o r s h ip  o f  th e  O rder. For the  f r a t e r n a l  and i n i t i a t o r y  work-^-/

mth e r e  w i l l  be ■* s a fe  and conven ien t a u d i to r iu m , or lodge room, w ith  a d jo in in g f l ;}
• ■ ■ r: :

chambers f o r  th e  s p e c i a l  degree  work. The s c i e n t i f i c  and re sea rc h  d ep a r tm en ts ’..



'
*1 *“ ■ :v

w i l l  ĥ va both^chom ic .1 and it p h y s ica l  la b o ra to ry  adequate ly  e q u ip p e d  with a l l ; .

necessary  in s tru m e n ts  fo r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , dem onstration and i n s t r u c t i o n ,

An a s tro n o m ic a l  o b se rva to ry  i s  a lso  planned which w i l l  enable the  F r a te r s  to

acqu ire  u. v ie s  o f  the  p h y s ic a l  a sp ec t?  oi‘ t h e  s o la r  uni s t e l l a r  systems, and by

th i s  p r a c t i c a l  kno«l&dge o f  thu mov-monts o f  the p la n e ts  w i l l  be ga ined  & thorough

unders tand ing  o f Lhe .Tinfch«.aaticai c a l c u l a t i o n s  underly ing  a s tro lc sg S l ica l  computation!

T r ie  1 .i i i l L ,r . '.,dios.|9MtMaw j

W S W ^ B M & T h e  c c a p le t  ion o f  such a p r o j e c t  U se s  oath time and money in la rg e  

amounts, and t.ho o f  th e  d eg ress io n  caused by tn e  re c e n t  iSorld Star i s  y e t

overshadowing ua .

Hut a l l  s u c c e s s fu l  b u s in es s  i s  bused on the  carry ing  out o f  a w e l l - l a id  p lan ,

and in th e  s*«ue way the  R oeieruc ion  Order hs.3 la id  i t s  p la n e ,  t jxd w i l l  in due !
if *

t i r e  c a r ry  cheat in to  e f f e c t .  f o  that, otid a l l  t ru e  see k e rs  a f t e r  Knowledge a re  

in v i te d  to  oo_opera te  by a f f i l i a t i n g  them selves with th e  O rder. To th o se  who
* i K. •

do no t know th e  Way, i t  i a  a u l 'f i e io n t  tr ia l they acqua in t themselves w ith  th e  . ; 

te ach in g s  o f  the  oooic ,-R osicrucian  Funds men t a l e ,  by Khei,X •

*■ Not everyone t h a t  knocks i s  ana i t  t e d ,  out to  a l l  who in q u ire  In the  r ig h t  

s p i r i t  an  o u t l in e  o f  th e  n ecessa ry  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i s  g iv e n ,  so th a t  thoy may of 

them selves judgo whether they would be j u s t i f i e d  in app ly ing  fo r  adm ission .

. Y
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EXPLANATION OF THE FROiriSPIBCE. 

By Frutor Pero^rinufe.

On Losnol.vte i l l o o r  a Lisa 1 the  Two P i l l a r s ,  woll-laown in aSaoonr y .  On the

P i l l a r  J  d. Rose vino i s  climbing from R i^ a t  to  L e f t  jutd the Alehesticul S igns of.
A ir

the SpJJSKIXX Elem ents, F i r e  and XXX&X d.ro eho*n. The pillA-r B ■ hears  a. Rose vine 

c ii- ' ib in j  1’ro.n Loft to  R ig h t ,  and a ls o  the  S igns o f  Tfutor and E a r th .  These p i l l a r s  

support the T r ia d ic  Heaven, tiio h ig h e s t  e tr& tua  o f  whicn ia  marked "Aesch-Maijm". 

Underneath i s  eminent o f  ho Zodiac *!io*ing th e .S ig n s  for A r ie s ,  Taurus and Gemini. 

Iho low est s tra tum  c o n ta in s  the  Seven p la n e t s  o f  which tho Sun, supported^by J / ’i s

n-.-neJ "p^ter" unu the ssoon, supported by B, in tissued ’•iiator".
t

A ll shed th o ir  rsys on a C irc le  in vdiich there ia  a Square formed by two T riangles  

united at th e ir  baeeG. The upper ir ia n ^ lo  bears the Sign o f Sulphur, the lo»T]er

tn a t  o f  Mercury.

Froo* th e  a pox o f t h i s  lower T r ia n g le  r;,ya a re  p ro jec ted  

with s i?  AieheaiCbi c h i f i c t o r a ,  wtiilh iu the  c e n te r ,  over 

t.n Orb surmounted j»lth the  Cros*.

The Sound T ib ie  stead s upon Seven Furnaces, each marked 

There i s  a landscape, Earth and R ater. The upper part

on a Round Tftbio marks d 
u magnetic needle, is

i - »

ftil.h the Sign o f  a  P la n e t .^  j*
ia inscribed."Superiua"

and tho lower part “ la  f e r i n e .  "Ac Above, bo BeLow".

whole sc ien ce  o f  Psi-acelaus .

In sh ort, here i s  tho d'
*

* ^

V I
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A TENTATIVE BASIS OF AFFILIATION 

Between

LEGITIMATE ROSICRUCIAN BODIES 

in the

UNITED STATES und elsew here.

:;;<y
.'I

- X X -

f

PREAMBLE:

The S o c ia la s  R csicruciana In America haldet-h th at Rosicrucian Art and 

P ractice  i s  none other than the d i l ig e n t  inquiry in to  the Nature and P rin cip ll*5
. '  • .iy . ■ :

of Man* h is  O rig in , C onstitu tion  and Statue in Cosmic Schema, and the
f ■ -

u c tiv e  prosecution o f such methods o f R ight L iv ing, Right Thinking and Right :

Acting s h a ll  bring Man in to  At-One-Ment, not only with h is  own h igh er S e l f ,

but w ith the C reative Source o f h is  b e in g . . •

As to  what co n a titu to th  "legitim acy" in the estim ation  o f  th is  S o c ie ty :
t

may be g iven  and advanced— ».v.. ‘ lt-

F ir e t  o f  a l l , tha m erit o f  the Works o f any body claim ing to  be Rosicrucian

in i t s  nature and o rg a n isa tio n . I ts  in s is te n c e  upon the n e c ess ity  o f  a l l . t ’ -
, ... v-v- ■

members under i t s  obedience liv in g  tho d e f in ite  L ife th at the term R osicrucian
I I, ‘ ■

ia ip lie s . - i -V' -

Secondly; an o r ig in  foorn a well-dc-finad source o f  authority  in undoubted ■ 

co n tin u ity  with previous w e ll-d e fin ed  and unquestionable Roaicruciun Bodi es , v, , , 

extending back not only to  the period o f  Our Father in the A rt, C hristian  ftoson-: V 

c reu tz , but even prior to  th at tim e. •:

T h ird ly: th at such o r ig in  must be had from one whose moral character ij££,
f.V*j Jj

— - stL• ■■■■■'.Si » ; -
above reproach In the le a s t  co n sid era tio n ,, and who a t the timo o f  granting'

causing  such o r U i n ,  was a member accep ted  in good s tand ing  o f a  R o e i c r u c i a n ^ ^ | l | - J |
' :: .;t f  f> a

Body, th e  n a tu r e  and c h a r a c te r  o f  which come w e ll  w ith in  th e  scope o f  ..-.the* ’ i \ T \  •  iSaflnrV r



f o u r th ly ; t h i s  Socie ty  ho ldo th  above a l l  th in g s  th a t  in th e  u l t im a tey ; |th e
. I ’ -vv■ i- .. • , ( - £ - ! > , i;*

t r u e s t  leg it im acy  i s  t h a t  which r e s u l to th  upon th e  foundation  o f  th e  R o e ic ru c ia n * -
• • / p

Body by the d i r e c t  i n t e r p o s i t i o n  and a u th o r i ty  o f  one or more o f  th e  M a s te r s 'o f  ■. . " ■ • i'
th e  Sovereign C o llege  in  th e  h ig h e r  S p i r i t u a l  plane3 o? Being.

th e  fo llow ing basis,*-

30!? THEREFORE; * '

The S o c ie ta s  R oeicrucitu ia  In America welcoineth to  genuine F r a te r n a l  A f f i l i a t i o n  

and Communication any and a l l  such bodies as  may p roperly  q u a l i fy  under the ;/? .
( V?*

p ro v is io n s  h e re in b e f o re  r e c i t e d ,  and fu r therm ore  in v i te e  euch a f f i l i a t i o n  on

. j< ■ ? r'j;

One I n f i n i t e  I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  O n n if ic ,  0*nn£acient and Qianipreaent in  ita
*• * !'* 1 i* * :■ ' -;vr:-* /S ',*

f u n c t io n s ,  from whence we emanated as  unconscious s p i r i t  substance ,^
' *;« i-. 'l-n..- r ; ■-*•*. '

and to  which we re tu rn  as co n sc io u s ,  in d iv id u a l iz e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e s .
. IfV. ;va ' *■

\ -ySM*
i *;r - , ;• •; j :; * . • • '* V* 'i ,

The In c a rn a t io n  of th e  S p i r i t  in  v i s i b l e  f o r a  o r  m a t te r ,  f o r  th e

F i r s t ;  the  A ff i rm a tio n  t h a t  th e re  i s  but

Second;

Purpose o f  E xperience .

T h ird ;
■ : : •

■ j - ■
•i- - v

That . i l l  L ife  i s  con tinuous , w ithou t Beginning and w ithou t Ending;

E v o lu t io n a l ,  in  a c o n s ta n t ly  ascending  aea le  o f  p ro g re s s io n .

Fourth ;

F i f th ;

•I'-:-'-
i.Z , . -;
’i s* -

f;
T hat th e  M ortal may a t t a i n  t o  th e  Knowledge o f  th e  S p i r i t u a l  while

' - • I - / ;
y e t  in c a r n a t e .  *•

The T ru th  o f  R eincarna tion  a s  a f a c t o r  in th e  Soul’ s evolu tionary^
\  h

p r o g r e s s ,  n ece ssa ry  a3 many tim es  &e may be r e q u ire d  f o r  th e  *'

a s s im i l a t i o n  of th e  R e q u is i te  exper ience ,



Tho S o c ie tae  R osic ruc iana  In America h o ld e th  t h a t  th e  fo rego ing  A ffirm ations

co n ta in  a l l  th a t  i s  n ecessa ry  f o r  complete and hai-monious union and co -ope ra t ion  d x *
’?• ‘V

in th e  fu r th e ra n c e  o f  tho  R o3 icrucian  A r t .  -
xl\..

• h r -
I t  io  n o t  the  d e s i r e  no r recommendation o f  th e  S o c ie la s  R o sic ruc iana  In America

th a t  any body contem plating  a f f i l i a t i o n  should regard  such an a f f i l i a t i o n  a s : in

th e  n a tu re  o f  a su r re n d e r  o f  autonomy.

R ather i t  i s  tho  esteem of t h i s  Body t h a t  a f f i l i a t i o n  ia  t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d :as
on VY-ti;:,;-

mutual k f i l tX x i i a a  o f  l e g i t im a c y , harmonious co -o p e ra t io n  in whatsoever l ines 'm ay  

be in d ic a te d ,  and u n i te d  e f f o r t  to  p reven t fu r th e r  progress  o f  c h a r la ta n r y ,  c lan _ -  >

d e a t in ism  and d e c e i t  now p re v a le n t  under the  g u ise  and nom enclature o f  pseudo- 

Rosici 'ucian o rg a n iz a t io n s .

On such

d

rV ';- 
*4\V

u B asis  of p o s s ib le  A f f i l i a t i o n  tho  Soci^taS  R o s ic ru c ian a  In A oeri^^fX r**
: “ •

ex tends aa c o r d ia l  and f r a t e r n a l  welcome to  a l l  genuine R o3 icrucian  Bodies; .'pit'
r  f e r

ex tends to  the  p r e s i d i n g - o f f i c e r s  o f  such i t s  genuine esteem and f u l l  re co g n it io n  :

o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  S ta t io n s  o f id ig n i ty a n d  s e r v ic e ,  «nd a r ra n g es  f o r  i n t o r v i s i t a t i o n -
*%•! . d-'.t; •

on such agreem ents as  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  By-lawB and R eg u la t io n s  o f  the  va rious  

bodies  concerned w i l l  p e rm it .  ^
".V" *.

In tho case  o f  such R oe ic ruc ian  Bodies a s  may re q u ire  membership in  th e  ttasonic

F r a t e r n i t y  as a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  membership in  t h e i r  own o rg a n iz a t io n ,  th e  S o c ie ta s
‘ '$£v" ■;

R o s ic ru c ian a  In America does n o t  expec t i t s  female members to  be accorded r i g h t s
<<, ■ • v  ■ x -

o f v i s i t a t i o n  in such b o d ie s ,  but on th o  o th e r  hand does f r e e l y  extend the  r ig h t ! :  -!', 

o f  v i s i t a t i o n  to  a l l  r e g u la r  members in  good standing of a l l  l e g i t im a te  Roaiorucian

B odies , and in the  Degree to  which such v i s i t a n t s  them selves may s e v e ra l ly  have 

a t t a i n e d .  !
1 * R • .

The ifogi ahd Council O f f i c e r s  o f  such Bodies s h a l l  be welcome a t  our E q u in o c tia l  

C o n s i s to r i e s . V* ■; -,r.: •'J'

\s • >
.&•

M  -v !'
tfe b e l ie v e  t h a t  the  p re se n t  Age i s  to  w itn e ss  a re n a is sa n ce  o f  th e  t r u e  R osic ru - 

c ion  A rt and P r a c t i c e ,  which w i l l  t a k e  i t s  law fu l p lace  in  th e  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e - ’of
. .  • • - m u .• ' • ; * ‘;A7d



mankind, .md an a c t i v e  p a r t  in the  fu r th e ra n c e  of t ru e  s p i r i t u a l  unlightenw entj .
t

unJ to  t h i s  end, and foi th i s  purpose o n ly , 0 0 0 3  th e  Soc ie tas  RoBieiucinaa In 

America seek to  b ring  in to  c lo se ,  a tu tual, f r a t e r n a l  r e la t io n s  a l l  Bodies t h a t  

can c l a s s i f y  under the  d e f in i t io n s  herew ith  p resen ted .

N ote .
Under and in aceord ince  with th e  p rov is ions  and d e f in i t i o n s  contained  

in th e  <ibove T e n ta t iv e  Basis  of A f f i l i a t i o n ,  th e  Temple. of the Rosy Cross, whose 
Seo i.i at Salem, i la ea . ,  exchanged mutual l e t t e r s  of Recognition with the Socie taa  
R cs lc ru c ian a  In America in the (ftonth of August, $ .S .  1918.
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CLAfiOESTlilE AND ILLt'ililsttTE BODIES CLAIM M i TO BE H031CRUCIAN. ; L?
* Vi'' v"

Throughout t h i s  work Ca.ro has been taken to make no mention o f any
Rosy Cross,

o rg an iza tio n  o r  so c ie ty  using the nano R o s ie ru e ia n ,o r  th e  v a r ia t io n s  and 
ouch ^

d e r iv a t i v e  n a m ^ in  any lagguoge, u n le ss  such o rg an iza tio n  or so c ie ty  .

possesses un'iiistokoable evidence of l i n e a l  descen t f ro a  a u th e n t ic a te d  fo re ign

bodies of th e  Order, o r un less  the  founder o f  such o rg an iza tio n  or so c ie ty  V •

has rece ived  a pe rsona l i n i t i a t i o n  from a duly q u a l i f ie d  mepber in  good stand ing

of such w e l l -d e : in e d  and unquestionable  body o f the Order, and whose l i f e  and ,

moral c h a r a c te r  i s  I r re p ro ac h a b le .

Of the  s o c i e t i e s  o r  o rg an iza tio n s  in th e  United S ta te s  using

Rosicrucian t i t l e ,  the  resea rches  of the au thor have^fbund but th re e  which show

le g i t im a te  d escen t  in  accord with the  above .re ju i re m e n Is . : '

i t  must n o t  be in fe r r e d  f i ‘o<r. t h i s  th a t  none o f the  .o ther o o J ies  a re  doing

c o n s tru c t iv e  work, nor tn a t  some of t h e i r  teach ings  may be good Rosici'ucian ■■

te ach in g s .  Out th o i r  founders know w ith in  t h e i r  own consciences whethor the

soc ie ty  which they have formed i3 or i s  n o t  o f  the  tru e  Brotherhood, They knowJ ,
whether they a re  le a d in g ,  or whether they a re  mispleading t h e i r  fo l lo w ers .

■< '*
"By t h e i r  Works s h a l l  y_e know them'1. Let every s tuden t judge fo r  h im se lf  £ V  

by the c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  founder and by h i s  works whether h i s  Society  i s  r ig h t ! "  • 

and r in g s  t r u e .

Since the  a u th o r  has c le a r ly  shown and s t a t e d  the  leg itim acy o f  descen t of the
* - ■ ' t  a '

th re e  R osic ruc ian  coding whose h i s to ry  i s  given in th i s  work, he must and does •

hereby courteously  re fu se  to answer any questions  o r  e n te r  in to  any d iscu ss io n  d£-
any of

correspondence witn anyone regard ing^ the  s o c i e t i e s  or o rg an iza tio n s  which have... 

not been mentioned in  t h i s  work. . %

:

, ..v\; m \-
Vi.-i.‘'.'r

•j?;' tfi



APPEilOIZ

Id e n t i ty  o f  the  Symbols o f  the  

RoaicrucitinB and the  

Freemanon s .

C o llec ted  by A lb e r t  pike and extended by OsBian Lang.

Purely Rosicrucion  Symbols.

J a c o b 's  Ladder.
Rough and p e r f e c t  A sh lars .
Sun, Moon, find Master o f  th e  Lodge. 
Flaming S t a r .
Three Grand M asters ,
Three Columns.
Tko P i l l a r s .
C irc le  between P a r \ a l i e 1 L ines . 
Po in t w ith in  tho  C i r c le .
Sacred D elta  ( T r ia n g le ) .
Oblong.
T hree , Five and Seven S tep s .

Symbols common to  th e  R osic ruc ians  and the Operative  G ild .

Square and Compueees.
Level.
Plumb.
Trow el.
Oeeliivo
Horn of P le n ty .
Hour G la ss .
SxJrio o f  Acacia.

Puroly Masonic Symbols.

Throe windows.
Twenty four inch Gauge. 
G avel.
T r e s t l e  3oard .
T ecae la ted  B order.



APPENDIX
. 9 -

On the  Use o f  the  Latin Language by tb s  Brotherhood.

Co : an ting  a t  the  time of th e  r e v iv a l  of learning in the  Hiddle -Agee, Latin

has been the o f f i c i a l
Ĉ tcJiA-

of the  Roeicrucion gtncfafrvgtegjad-.
A

In th a t  tongue

were w r i t t e n  the  a 1enemies1 t r e a t i s e s  o f  the  period . Both Roger and .Francis
a s

[lacon bred Latin  In t h e i r  iaarneu works, Vj-Sr i t  *ae the Language o f s c h o la s t ic  

Europe, a eo-ni-univonsal mode- of ooaounic&tion. For i t  m attered no t #hether 

tbr- re a d e r  »s.s o f  I t a l i a n ,  French, Anglo-Saxon or o th e r  r a c e ,  i f  ho wore a t  a l l  

an educated p&gurn ha could road and understand  L a tin . :>
i ■'

The Ron ic  rue ion j , oo in j a iunined bod/ end -do s i r in g  to  spread t h e i r  t r u t h s  

to  a l l  capable  o f  a p p re c ia t in g  Lb out, thus  adopted Latin as  tho lo g ic a l  language.

But in t h i s  ti.jie und ago, #hen educa tion  in made prim arily  to sorve commercial
if -- • -  ' :

ends, Latin  ia  t r e a t e d  sis a dead iuigungw end ia not u n iv e rsa l ly  ta u g h t .  For
r * , ? -«i ■f J »

t h i s  r3ut;on •* few h i n t s  as  to  th e  moaning of th e  -Latin terms used in t h i s  bopk

may provo-uouful to the. r e a d e r .
to

In L a t in ,  in s tead  o f  u s inu se p a ra te  p re p o s i t io n s ,  such, an " o f " ,  ’'on” , .

e t c . ,  tuey a re  in d ic a te d  by the  ending o f th e  noun. Thus, the teriuS-”K n ig h t .
ae • ••

Rosas Craaifi” uwuno "Knight of the Rosy Cross'1. The ending **j^« o f  "Roaao" 

being o ju iv a le n t  to our >*ord "o f" .  S im i la r ly ,  “Socio ta-tis  Rosicrucianae"

’.leans "o f  the  fioeicrucian S o c ie ty " ,  o r ,  "o f  the  Society of R o sic ru o ian a" .
i . - • • p

Often in the  modern iloeicrucian. w r i t in g s  and numerical ta ro  both Latin  and 

E nglish  a re  used in the  same phrase or s en ten ce .  Thus, tho  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  I;, the  

Society  jrftich n*s o rg a n is e !  in t h i s  con t r y  in 1880 i s  e n t i t l e d ,  in th e  e d i t io n
,i . % f*i *■•f*' ■ •

o f  101E,- " C o n s t i tu t io n  of the  High Council 3 o e ia ta t ia  Rosicruci&nho in  the  United 

S ta te s  o f  America." Latin *as used a l i t t l e  more f r e e ly  i n l i t o  e a r l i e r  d a y s , '

fo r  mo f in d  the  r e p o r t  of i t e  F irs t,  Annual Conclave, prLnjt-ed in 1881, i s  for-.'the
■M 1 ■ ; r i

"grand High C ouncil ,  S o c i e t a t i s  n,oaicfcufci&naa Raipunlicao Confoodearft A m ericas",t ■
iU  U  ’

Tnia simply moans,-"Grsnd High Council o f  the  Society of R osic ruc lan*  in. the'.jx ; 
United S ta te s  of America". ; •••'•• » -vg'-t? ;.h

■ £ T ';  *•



S im i la r ly ,  the  phrase "Soc ie tae  h o s ic ru c ian a  In A f r i c a "  (ab b rev ia ted  JXXXXXX

o .  <1. I .  A.) iaeane "Society  o f  Roaicruoiana In America", a r  simply "Roaicrueian . ; 

Socie ty  i n America". i. . ...j

The s tu d en t  must be c a r e fu l  to  d ia t in y u ly h  between th e se  two S o c ie t ie s  of . j
*V J

somewhat s im i la r  name, us o therw ise  confuaionTmuy; a r i s e  concerning them. -

Tug c u r l i e r  S o c ie ty ,  the  S o c ie tu s  Roeifccuciana;: in the  United S ta te s .w as  i. 0

founded in 1890 oy a group of F r a t r e s  who had received  th e i r  i n i t i a t i o n  in

England. . .  . 1 ■ * ' f;?- I
th e  l a t e

The Soci&tas n o s ic ru c ia n a  In America is  the  r e s u l t  o r  the lab o rs  o f  P ra te r
A

3 .  C. Gould, of -iancheator, H. il .a  * t  a. time when the  Colludes o f  th e  Socie tus
(o f  which he w*o a  member)

R osicrucia tm  in the  United S ta te s .h u d  been dormant fo r  over th i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  haA .vp
b e l ie v e  1 th a t  the Society  was dead in r e a l i t y  and a consequence he in i t ia te ,^ . ’’

' iy ’‘ i \
S ro li te r  door-ge* 9 .  Plummer, end capowore;i n i a  to  found the  body which i s  now known *

•))' th e  nutue. o f  th e S o c io t a s  ftos ic ruc ioa*  Ia  t w r i c a .  TV--• ...
• . « • • • • , •  >/ ;  . . .  ■«. • , : ;

* „ .  »■:' v . T-

The o ld e r  Society eubee juon tly  rev ived  and rece ived  renewed rec o g n i t io n  ' _ ; 

from the  S ocio tus  Rcaicrueiuna In A nglia , the  English body.

So t h a t  a t  p re sen t  both s u e iu t ie s  a re  enjoying an a c t i v e ,  though s e p a r a t a . ; d '
- • i ; :. •'

and e n t i r e ly  l e g i t im a te ,  e x is te n c e .  • ' ' '

fne o ld e r  oody i s  ex c lu s iv e ly  Wuconic in i t s  membership, ho lds  (quarterly meotlngB 

and i s  of un u n t i iu a r iu n  and h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c te r .  The newer body i s  o f  a  broader 

scope, meet a tw ice i mouth in r e g u la r  Convocations, performs a c tu a l  Rosicruc i a n .%> ;V 

I n i t i a t i o n s  in the  various  Gruioo >nJ has va rious  a c t i v i t i e s  the  purpose o f  which

df-i-f

a ro  to  spread the teach in g s  o f  t ru e  R o a ic ru c ian isa  f-.iuong i t s  members. <V7 M



APPENDIX

t • I i i -

On tuo Use o f  the  Word; “OCCULT."
\

Here i s  a p e r f e c t ly  ^ood and 6imp l e  Latin  word in ordinary d a i ly  u s e ,  but 

which aeons to  a rouse  the  antagonism o f  6ome fe-,v of our good M&'-'sonic Brethren
w % S'

because they a s s o c i a t e  i t  w ith frau d  and ch a r la tan ism , and th ink  th a t  anything -• 

"occult"  ia  unworthy o f  n o t ic e .

To a l l  euch to  whoa the work ia  an a red  f la g  to  a  b u l l  I wish to  explain 

th a t  the  word moiely aur/ns "hid.len" o r  " s e c r e t " .  There i s  nothing about t h a t  

to  be a f r a id  o f ,  fo r  a l l  Nature i s  f u l l  ox' s e c r e t s  th a t  have n o t  y e t  been 

exp la ined . JJaa man y e t  Jiacovorod j u s t  what e l e c t r i c i t y  i s ,  o r why an oak

w i l l  always grow^from, r̂ n acorn p roperly  p lan ted  and nourished , o r  what g rav ity?
i  v ;i  .

i s ,  o r exp la ined  th e  exact n a tu re  and source of memory? * A ll th ese  th in g s  a re

as  y e t  hidden fro.s g. r .e ra l  knowledge. 4 ’

In astronomy when ono o f J u p i t e r ' s  moon3 passes  behind th a t  p la n e t  and i s  

h i l i e n  from view i l  i s  sa id  to  be "occu lted"  and th a t  on "o ceu lta t io n "  has y  

taken p lace .

I t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  to toko n o t ic e  h e re  o f  an English Masonic C e r t i f i c a t e ,  

issued  in 1871, under the  brand M astersh ip  o f  the  Most Honourable th e  Marquess 

of Hipon. The body of the C e r t i f i c a t e  i s  in both English and L&tin, so t h a t
I K

i t s  use ia  u n iv e r s a l  among c u l tu re d  people . The p a r t i c u la r  p o in t to  which 

e sp e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  i s  d i re c te d  ia  in the  L<*tin, p a r t  o f  which re a d s ; - "  h a b i ta  V

fra tre in  in primo gradu o ccu ltae  s c ie n t ia e  Latomorua vel a r t i a  a e d i f i c a to r i a e  /v. V
• • - -  •

inauguratum e a s e ;"  Here i s  the word " o c c u l ta e "  ia  i t s  le g i t im a te  u se .  :

The t r s n s ld t i o n  i s ; - " h a v e  i n i t i a t e d  the b ro th e r  in the  f i r s t  decree o f  the  ' ■

se c re t  sc ience  o f  Freemasonry o r the  a r t  o f  b u i ld in g ."
:T.V :

Let us hope th a t  no b ro th e r  may shun the  in v e s t ig a t io n  of a t r u l y  le g i t im a te ; '  * 

and most i n t e i e s t i n g  sc ience  merely because i t  may be termed OCCULT. s.-i‘
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