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PREFACE

THE present volume comprises Twelve Lessons of the Third
Series in the Course of Lessons on the Wispoum of the DiviNE
MYSTERIES—GRADUATION, or the Tests of the Golden Keys
of Attainment. The completion of this Third Series will
appear in a second volume in due course. These Lessons
are primarily intended for the use of Disciples of the Path
of the Divine Mysteries who have been under instruction in
the ““ School ” of the ER-KLEsiA for some length of time.
They also are offered to all earnest and sincere Seekers after
Truth in all the world. That the subject-matter contained
in these volumes of *“ THEOU SoPHIA ”’ makes a strong appeal
to serious and devout thinkers who all their lives have been
seeking for a rational and scientific Faith, which nevertheless
does not imply nor insist upon the throwing over of the
ancient Verities and Beliefs of their forefathers, the Veracity
and Divine Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, the Person
of God and His Only-Begotten Son, and of every cardinal
doctrine of Religion based on the Scriptures, has many times
been demonstrated by remarkable and touching letters from
various parts of the world. A gentleman in Johannesburg,
South Africa, a man engrossed in business, picked up a copy
of ““ Theou Sophia’ in a bookshop in that city, and he and
his wife have since become associated Disciples of the * Ek-
Klesia.”” He found, in the hour of his despair of ‘ finding
God,” the Truth he had sought for all his life, which satisfies
his hungry soul and his exigeant mentality, the *“ Bread of
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vi THEOU SOPHIA

Life,” and the “ Water of Life.”” A learned and devout
Hindu gentleman in India writes to similar purport. The
siné qud non of individual acceptance of the Teaching embodied
in the * Theou Sophia” is an * honest and good heart,” and
a readiness to follow Christ to the end of the long Path, with
a total indifference to worldly or material considerations.
On the other hand, such a will and determination is based on
sound judgment, a rationmal and logical concept of Truth,
and a scientific imprimatur to every word of the entire thesis.

This Series is a compilation of Truth which rationally
follaws. from the fundamenta put forth in the previous two
Series, and is of a specially practical nature, opening up to
the Disciple the Teaching and Experience, in their order of
sequence, as he passes from one ‘““ School ”’ to another, in
the Course of Graduation in the Ten Degrees of Attainment
of * Perfection,” or ¢ Re-Generation,” consummated in the
Tenth Degree of Graduation, constituting the Seventh
Greater Divine Mystery. The writer has, at great pains,,
compiled a Syllabus of these Lessons, sufficiently copious
to be used by Disciples apart from the volume itself, and to
serve as a Manual of the Teaching it contains. It has been
issued in a separate booklet, that may be carried in the
pocket, and used at odd intervals of quiet meditation. |

The Ek-Klesia  School ” 18 in operation in various places,
in which regular Classes, in the several Degrees of Discipleship,
are being held. Information concerning the * Ek-Klesia *
may be obtained by applying to the writer.

H. E. 8.

13 St ALBAN’S RoaDp, MOSELEY,
BmMINGEAM, ENGLAND.
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THEOU SOPHIA

ANALYTICAL LESSONS IN THE WISDOM OF THE
DIVINE MYSTERIES

SERIES THREE. IN Two Parts—Part ONE

GRADUATION; or

T HE SEVEN GOLDEN KEYS OF ATTAINMENT OF INITIATION
IN THE SEVEN GREATER Di1vINE MYSTERIES

Of the Tests of the Golden Keys

LESSON ONE
(1) PrEDEsTINATION ; (2) QUEST; (3) MATRICULATION

1. Master : What is the chief object of a Disciple who has
- Taken the FirsT STEP OF SELF-ABNEGATION and is Following
the PaTH oF THE D1viINE MYSTERIES, or who Aspires so to do ?

Disciple : The chief object of a Disciple of the PaTH oF
THE DIivINE MYSTERIES who has Taken the First STEP OF
SELF-ABNEGATION, or Aspires so to do, is the Attainment of
INITIATION in the SEVEN GREATER DIVINE MYSTERIES.

2. Master : In the language of the THEOU SoPHIA, what is
the Figure employed designating the INITIATION in the
SEVEN GREATER D1vINE MYSTERIES ?

Disciple : The Figure employed in the language of the
Taeou SopHIA to designate the INITIATIONS in the SEVEN
GREATER D1vINE MYSTERIES is the SEVEN GOLDEN GATES.

3. Master : Name the SEVEN GOLDEN GATES.

Disciple : The SEVEN GOLDEN GATES of INITIATION in the
DiviNeE MYSTERIES are as follows :—

(1. The Golden Gate of BIRTH.

ii. The Golden Gate of Baprisu.
TEEREii;EN iii. The Golden Gate of PAssION.

Divine 1 V- The Golden Gate of DEATH.
MYSTERIES v. The Golden Gate of BURIAL.

" | vi. The Golden Gate of RESURRECTION.
\vii. The Golden Gate of ASCENSION.

1
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2 THEOU SOPHIA

4. Master : What special Truth concerning the SEVEN
GOLDEN GATES of INITIATION in the GREATER DiIvINE
MysTERIES is taught by the Masters to all Disciples and
Aspirants ?

Disciple : In the Masters’ Instructions the Disciple is
taught that the SEVEN GOLDEN GATEs of INITIATION In the -
GREATER DiviINE MYSTERIES are close-locked from the
outside by a Seven-Chambered Lock, requiring Seven Keys to
unlock them, whereby the domains of the SEVEN GREATER
D1viINE MYSTERIES are barred to all intruders.

5. Master : Define the Seven-Chambered Lock of the
SEVEN GOLDEN GATES of INITIATION in the GREATER DIVINE
MysTERIES barring their domains from all intruders.

Disciple : The Seven-Chambered Lock of the SEVEN GOLDEN
GATEs of INITIATION in the GREATER DivINE MYSTERIES
barring their domains from all intruders are Seven Attain-
ments of the Disciple of special Qualities fitting them to Enter
each Golden Gate successively, the same Qualities in Higher
Degrees of Attainment in their application to each Golden
Gate. These Seven Attatnments are denominated the
SEVEN GOLDEN KEYs.

6. Master : Name the SEVEN GoLpDEN KEvs.

Disciple : The SEVEN GoLDEN KEvs of Attainment which
unlock the SEVEN GOLDEN GATEs of INITIATION in the
DiviNE MYSTERIES are as follows :—

( 1. The Golden Key of SELF-ABNEGATION :—
Renunciation.
ii. The Golden Key of EQuILIBRIUM :— Righteous-
ness—U p- Rightness.
1. The Golden Key of DETACHMENT :—Indiffer-

Sf:g::n ence—Neutrality of the Senses.
GOLDEN iv. The Golden Key of INSENSIBILITY :(—Un-
Keys temptibelity of the Senses.

" v. The Golden Key of INFLEXIBILITY :—De-
termination—Final Perseverance.

vi. The Golden Key of KNOWLEDGE :—G'nosis.
lvii. The Golden Key of SABBATH :—Rest from the
Labours of the PATH—*‘ NIRVANA.”

7. Master : Of Mankind, who only are Fitted to Receive
the SEVEN GOoLDEN KEYS, and to unlock the SEVEN GOLDEN
GATES of INITIATION in the GREATER Di1vINE MYSTERIES ?
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PREDESTINATION—QUEST—MATRICULATION 3

Disciple : Only Proved and Accepted Disciples of the PaTH
oF THE DiviINE MysTERIES are Fitted to Receive the SEVEN
GoLDEN KEYS of the SEVEN GOLDEN GATES of INITIATION
in the GREATER D1vINE MYSTERIES.

8. Master : What are the Qualifications by which Disciples
are Fitted to Receive the SEVEN GOLDEN KEYS ?

Disciple : The Qualifications by which Disciples are Fitted
to Receive the SEVEN GOLDEN KEYs are certain Tests and
Proofs, or Ordeals, by which are ascertained the possession
and development of the special Qualities fitting them to enter
the domains of the SEVEN GOLDEN GATES.

9. Master : Define these Tests, Proofs, and Ordeals, certify-
ing the Qualification of Disciples to Receive the SEVEN
GoLpEN KEYS, and to Enter the domains of the SEVEN
GOLDEN GATES.

Disciple : The Tests, Proofs, and Ordeals, certifying the
Qualification of Disciples to Receive the SEVEN GOLDEN
Keys, and to Enter the domains of the SEVEN GOLDEN
GATES, are as follows :—

( 1. Furst Degree. PREDESTINATION : the
State of the Benighted.
2. Second Degree. QUEST : the State of the
Seeker.
3. Third Degree. MATRICULATION : the
State of the Novice.
4. Fourth Degree. ELECTION : the State of

the Supplicant.
Tue Ten 5. Fifth Degree. AsPIRATION : the State of
DEGREES | the Poor Blind Candidate.
OF 6. Swxth Degree. PROBATION : the State of
GRADUATION. the Entered Apprentice.

7. Seventh Degree. POSTULANCE : the State
of the Fellow-Craftsman.
8. Euwghth Degree. DisCIPLESHIP : the State
of the Master Builder.
9. Ninth Degree. ADOPTION : the State of
the Adept.
10. Tenth Degree. SonsHir: the State of
the Master.
10. Master : Define the First Degree of Graduation Qualify-
ing for Discipleship in the PATH or THE DivINE MYSTERIES.
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4 THEOU SOPHIA

(1) PREDESTINATION

Disciple: The First Degree of Graduation in the PATH OF
THE DivINE MYSTERIES is PREDESTINATION, or the State of
the Benaghted.

Begotten in the flesh, the body of mortal life in the terrestrial
state of Abnormality, Matter, and Corruption; UnRe-
Generate, encompassed in the environment of Astral and
Terrestrial darkness, in total blindness and ignorance of the
Divine, Cosmical, and Eternal ‘‘ Purpose’ of his PrE-
DESTINATION, the Goal of his Karma ; oblivious of the PaTn
oF THE D1vINE MYSTERIES and the Sacred Principles embodied
therein ; worshipping the Demon-gods and World-Rulers
of this Aon, according to the Illusions and Superstitions of
the religions, philosophies, sciences, cults and dogmas of
his day, the aggregation of False Lights in the World, ignorant
that these False Lights are fraudulent counterfeits of De-
moniacal fabrication substituted for the Faith and Worship
of Gop ;—the Disciple reincarnates to fulfil his Karma of
PREDESTINATION under conditions rendering the ° Labours
of the Work of RE-GENERATION both extremely grievous and
arduous, and in most cases almost a hopeless task.

11. Master : Specify the nature of the First Degree of
Graduation in the PATH oF THE D1vINE MYSTERIES as revealed

- in Biblical Symbology.

(1) PREDESTINATION.  BABYLON,” or The State of
the Benighted

Disciple : The First Degree of G'raduation is represented in
the initial stage of the history of ISrAEL, in the life of
Abraham in the City of Ur of the CHALDEES, the Sacred
City of the ancient BABYLONIAN Theogony. “URr” is a
word meaning ‘ sun-worship,” or * fiery luminaries,” and
“ CHALDEA ”’ means * belonging to the Demons.” * BABYLON”
means ‘‘ confusion.”’” These Symbolical terms portray the root
and source of all degenerate World Faiths, Philosophies, and
life-conditions, and account for the whole tragical history of
the human race from primeval times, the dupes and puppets
of the Demons. The World-Religions are the false and
deluded worship of *“ gods ” that are no gods, represented in
the “ sun,” * moon,” and * stars,” which are not the celestial
spheres of Light they seem to be according to human scientific
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PREDESTINATION—QUEST—MATRICULATION 5

speculation, but are merely refractions of light from the.
atmospheric zone curtaining this dark planet, cast thereupon
from the Heavenly Bodies revolving in remote cosmical
space. The ‘“gods” of human worship, represented in
the ¢ fiery luminaries,” are no *“ gods,” but Demons, discarnate
and Reprobated human beings, under the supreme rule of
BeL-IsTAR ( “Beelzebub ’),- the * Prince of the Demons”
ruling over the Earth and the Astral Plane from his Seat of
Empire in the Moon, and personating the True Gop, JEHOVAR,
His ONLY-BEGOTTEN SoN, THE LorD Jesus CHRIST, and
the Heavenly Orders of EroHiM (or the “ Gods’’) that
exercise Rulership, in the Heavenly Theocrasy, over the
whole Cosmical System of Creation. Also, in the word
“ BABYLON,” embracing Symbolically the whole Human
Race in the UnRe-Generate and Fallen state, is portrayed
the Abnormal Human Constitution, the state of *“ confusion
of specific forms and types, in conception and birth, and
causing “ confusion ’ in all estates of men, the cause of human
depravity, strife, division, and every evil condition of human
relationships in all departments of earthly activity. It is
in these universal conditions of delusion, superstition,
ignorance, sensuality, and chaos, that the ELEcT and PrE-
DESTINATED Children of Gop are reincarnated and re-born,
and from out of which the Karma of their PREDESTINATION
Calls them, to Seek the PaTH oF THE DiviNE MYSTERIES.
The Predestinated and Potential Disciple i3 therefore Sym-
bolised and represented in the historical Figure of ABRAM
a8 a citizen and resident of Ur of the CHALDEES in the nation
of BABYLONIA, previous to the Call of his family from thence
to his ultimate destination, the land of Canaan, the * Land of
Promase.”” His father Terah, and his brothers Nahor and
Haran, Symbolise the ELECT of a succeeding reincarnation,
Called also to leave “ UrR” and ‘° BABYLON,” and abide in
“HARAN " (* mountain heights ), and, as their names in-
dicate, to ““ wait’ and ‘ watch,” and  stremuously strive
after that Fitness to Attain to the PATH oF THE DivINE
MysTterIES which will qualify them for Attainment in a
future re-birth.!

1 Note.—For a fuller account of *“ BABYLON ”’-*‘ UR of the CHALDEES,”
and its Symbolism, vide the Author’s book, *“ The Rise and Con-
summation of the Zon.”
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6 | THEOU SOPHIA

12. Master : Define the Second Degree of Graduation in
the PATH oF THE DIvINE MYSTERIES.

(2) QuUEsT

Disciple : The Second Degree of Graduation in the PaTh
oF THE D1vINE MYSTERIES is QUEST, or the State of the Seeker.

Blindly the Disciple gropes the darkened way, conscious
vaguely of an inward sense of the existence of Truth and
Faith somewhere remote from himself, creating faint response
from somewhere remote within himself. A “ deep breathing ”
stirs within him of inward Hope for the satisfying of an un-
known hunger and thirst for a true state of Being, of ease from
the ceaseless undefinable heartache, mental incertitude,
and soul craving, betokening the Impulsion of an unknown
Karma and “ Purpose” of PREDESTINATION and Pre-Natal
determination. The Self of an Alonial past calls inarticulately
to the Self of the present, to the immortal organs and senses
of his eternal personality engrossed in the occupations and
fluctuating thoughts that fill the Earth-life. Awakening
to the Illusion and Vanity of the ignes fatui glittering from
the multitudinous False Lights, and playing around the dank
reeds and weeds of the swamps of Ignorance, Delusion,
Egotism, Sentimentalism, Materialism, and Superstition ;
acting upon the impulsions of this partial and misty conscious-
ness, the Voice of the Silence of a deep intuition of a Realm of
Truth and Faith buried beneath the surface of his exterior
sensitivity, he breaks away from the vortices and under-
tow, the counter-currents and whirlpools of the innumerable
“ snares of delusion >’ in the World, that have held him down
as with a vice, in common with his fellow-men, in the grip
of Astral and Terrestrial force of Attraction, and the law of
correspondence to the Earth-environment, a bondage be-
longing not to his Karma, but superadded to it through the
inextricable complications of life under the universally
prevailing Abnormal and Corrupt conditions of life on this
planet. He makes strenuous exertions to find Gop, Truth,
Faith, and Reality, for Gop’s own sake, for Truth’s sake,
for Faith’s sake, and not for “ self’s >’ sake, nor for personal
motives of happiness and self-satisfaction. He casts off all
allegiance and dependence upon material things, and the
Vanities and Illusions that the World esteems to be Truth,
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PREDESTINATION—QUEST—MATRICULATION 7

Faith, and Reality, the false gods, the empty and deadly
religious doctrines and worships, the materialistic concepts
of religion and science, all belonging to the ancient ancestral
system of Idolatry and Demoniacal Adultery of BABYLON,
now brought down to modern modes of thought and activity
in the movements of to-day. He detaches himself from all
past associations with the World-coteries and votaries, and
arduously starts the steep ascent of the “ mountain heights >
rising above him immediately beyond the frontiers of Ignor-
ance and the cavernous depths of Corruption in which man-
kind revels in Illusion and madness; over the rugged crags
and boulders of Evil, Astralism, and Egotism, which obstruct
and overshadow the way to his True and lawful Karma of
PrEDESTINATION. He sets himself to cut his path through
the dense overgrowths of weeds of false habits of thought and
conduct, of untruth, false beliefs and doctrines ; with many
back-slides and reversions to the old delusions and * rudi-
ments of men,” many side-slips and lapses into sensuous
sleep, mammon, or selfishness. So, with countless stumblings
and misadventures, he starts upon his first great Venture,
to attain the object of the Hope set before him, the Hope that
18 his only conscious stimulus, of reaching the Realm of Gop,
of Truth, of Faith, to which he is constantly beckoned by the
distant Star shining above him.

13. Master : Specify the nature of the Second Degree of
Graduation as revealed in Biblical Symbology.

(2) QuesT. ‘ HARAN,” or The State of the Seeker

Drisciple : The Second Degree of Graduation is Symbolically
represented in the sojourn of Abrakam in the city of HaraN,
situated on the ‘mountain heights,” and the borders of
BaByrLonNia. “ HArRaAN” is a word meaning * mountain
heights,” and Symbolically represents the state of the Disciple
in the gradual progress of his ascent from the * state of the
Benighted >’ to the purer air and quiet glades of Medstation,
Contemplation, and Investigation ; the Seeker after the PatH
orF THE DiviINE MYSTERIES. He is in that stage in which
every prevalent ‘ wind of doctrine,” every thought, cult,
and religious, social, and scientific movement, is weighed
in the balances of scrutiny and judgment, before being finally
rejected as spurious, or as not answering to the tests of Truth
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8 THEOU SOPHIA

that every sincere soul has within him. This period of
“ HARAN 7 (* mountain heights ) is usually of long duration,
and in many cases occupies more than one lifetime, often
Involving experiences of great costliness and trial, many
disillusionments and disappointments. Only the ELEkcr,
and some of the more intrepid and courageous of the potential
EvLEcT, pass safely through this course of Ordeal. The
former, like Abraham, in due time pass out of *“ HArRAN 7 ;
the latter, like Terah, Nahor, and Haran, remain in ¢ HARAN ”’
until in another reincarnation they return to Earth for the
final Karma of ELEcTION. In respect to Abraham, and to his
Symbolical representation of the Dis.iple Seeking the PaTn
oF THE DIvINE MYSTERIES, the companionship of Terah,
Nahor, and Haran, has a special application. Abrakam is
accompanied by these three in his sojournin HaARAN, and their
assoclation with him during this period of * delay,” or * wast-
ing,” on the “ mountain heights,” bears great significance in
1ts reference to the Disciple. *‘ Terah’ means ‘ delay,” or
* wasting and watching,” representing the state of the Disciple
at this stage. Seeking direction, light, and the sign-posts
pointing the true way of progress, neither advancing nor
receding, “ marking time,” waiting and watching for indica-
tions of the Call to proceed further towards the Karma of
his ELEcTiON. Meanwhile he is fitting himself, unconsciously,
by daily experience of observation and circumstances, and,
if he has come under the Teaching of a ‘‘ Master ” of the
Divine MysTERIES, under the Master’s Instruction, for the
Journey he knows, or senses, will be his to travel anon.
Often the * Terah  influence is very strong, bringing extreme
caution, * wisdom and prudence,” long debatings within
himself, distrust, fear of haply his being misled to precipitate
action in ‘ burning his bridges > by starting on a course from
which there can be no turning back. The old Earth-Habits
are hard to combat, and the temptation to compromise with
the World, the Flesh, or the Demons, is very strong. Old
associations, former affections, past habits, have to be broken,
and the Disciple feels himself pulled all ways, by delusive
ideas of obligation and duty to the persons and things the
PaTH seems to compel him to leave behind. He is made to
appear hard-hearted, callous, without earthly affection,
indifferent to causing pain to others, ungrateful, and without
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