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The “Forward Movement Herald” of Los Angeles, said:
“‘Senator Dague is one of the ablest and soundest thinkers
on social and economic questions in this country. He is
now the ripened product of a wide and useful career as lawyer,
editor and lawmaker.”’




Commentary.

Dean Farrar, the noted theologian and historian, dis-
cussing the absurd claim that the Bible is infallible, said:
“Some of the hooks of Scripture are separated from others
by thousands of years. They represent the fragmentary
survival of Hebrew literature. They stand on very dif-
ferent levels c¢f value, and even of morality.

The Rev. J. M. Buckley, D.D., at the close of thirty
years of editorial work stated that he believed then as
he did at its beginning, that the Bible was not the word
of God, but that it contained the word of God, and that
Moses could not possibly have written the Pentateuch.

The Rev. Dr. Aked says of the Bible: “Men turn to
its pages and they find historical errors, arithmetical mis-
takes, scientific blunders (o~ rather blunders most un-
scientific), inconsistencies and manifold contradictions;
and, what is far worse, they find that the most horrible
crimes are committed by men who calmly plead in justi-
fication of their terrible misdeeds, the imperturbable ‘God
said.” ”

“Most of us have been taught from our infancy that
the Bible is an infallible book, that if it could be proved
to contain a single error it would be worthless. That is
a most dangerous doctrine. The Bible makes no such
claim for itself; the theory of its infallibility is a purely
man-made theory, that has driven hundreds of thousands
of inteligent men and women into infidelity and irreli-
gion.”—Rev. Washington Gladden, Congregationalist.

*“We need not be governred by what St. Paul said
about womeun. All that he says about women speaking
in church should be cut out of the Bible. The Bible
would be a tetter book morally if many other things
were cut out of it.”—Rev. George Chambers Richmond,
D.D., Episcopal.







Is the Bible the
lnfa@ Word of God?

BY ROBERT ADDISON DAGUE,

Late papers from the Philippines gave an account of
the burning publicly of twenty-five hundred Protestant
Bibles by the Roman Catholics of the city of Vigan, in
LLuzon. They made a bonfire of the books on the public
square, or plaza. ;

A high e¢chool student—member of a Presbyterian
church, and of the Y. M. C. A., has called my attention
to this incident and asks me to explain the difference be-
tween the Catholic and Protestant Bible. He says his
pastor tells Fim the Protestant Bible is the only true
“Word of God,” and is without blemish or error.

I am glad my student friend has an inquiring mind.
Too many Protestants, as well as Catholics, believe with-
out investigation what the preachers and priests tell them
about their ¢acred book. In fact, not many of the clergy
themselves know anything about how the collection of
ancient manuecripts was accomplished, nor the many
translations, interpolations, alterations and forgeries
made in the original writings. How many Protestants
know that the Roman Catholic Bible contains seventy-
five books, whilg the Protestant “Word of God’” has but
sixty-six books?

Prior to the fourth century A. D. there existed hun-
dreds of writings in which the author of each gave his
theory about the creation, God, Jesus, heaven, hell, the
trinity, and so forth,

There were disciples or adherents to each, and there
were debates and violent disputings between the various
religious factions. In 325 A. D., the Pagan emperor,
Constantine, who murdered his wife and son, and com-
mitted other heinous crimes, declared that the warring
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rellgious faottons must unita In gome common oreed or
falth,  He, therefore, convened a counecll, or convention
of pricsts and othera to come together, bringing thely
saored writings, and by vote aift them all down into one
book, When the delegates had submitted thelr manu-
poripta they found therg wae a total of 208 books, The
ohamplon of each snld hin wee the only genuine Word of
God, A long and stormy eessfon was held, Many of
the delegates could nelther read nor write, and were
fenorant and guarrelgome,  All were superstitious and
fanationl.  Pregquent fights were Indulged in,

After many monthe of wrangling 288 manusoripts
were refected, and 75 were voted in as part of the Holy
Nible,  Heveral of the books selected were ohosen by
amall majorities,

The book of Revelation wae rejected by a majority
vote soveral times, but {ta champlon priest got a re-
vonslderation of the vote and, finally, had it adopted by
A nall majority.

A historinn saye that toward the cloge of the ression
the delegater were go tired out and disgusted that gev-
eral manueeripte were chosen to go into the book by
the following method of procedure: They placed on the
floor, under the table, all the manusoripts not yet voted
upon,  Then all the delegatos withdrew to another room
and prayed to God to cause the manuseripts that He
wanted to be put in His book to jump up on the table,
and that night several of them hopped right up.

That was gatisfactory to the owners of the manu-
goripte go miracunlously designated, but there were other
delegates who aseerted that an interested priest had
slipped into the room and helped God to plok out the
right books, DBut those sugpioions makers of misohief
were promptly suppresged by the Emperor, All the re-
jeoted manuseriptes were burned and the seventy-five that
had been adopted were bound in a book and labeled
Holy Bible.

Many pecple protested, claiming that frauds had been
resorted to in voting in certpin manuseripts and rejeot-
fng others, but the Kmperor goon eilenced the objectors
by promptly casting them into prigon, vigorously apply-
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Ing phyefoal torture or burning them at the stake. And
in this way the Holy Bible or “God's Word"” came into
exiatonce,

Higtorlane say that all of the 308 manuscripts voted
upon were coples, Ilven at that early date there were
no originals in existence.

Mut now you ask me about the smaller word of God,
or the Protestants’ Bible. 1t need hardly be eaid to any
Intelligent porson that the eixty-six books of the Bible
of the Protestants are the same as those of the Catholie.
There wag but one Holy Bible (the Catholie) from Con-
stantine’s tine to the days of Martin Luther, the father
of Protestantiem, in 1684, Then came other councils,
more revigions, alterations and changes in the Holy Book,

It was about this time thet nine books were taken out
of “"God's Word," Those nine books Protestanta have
named the Apoerypha, but the Catholics say they are
a8 much entitled to be called God's word as the other
pixty-six books, The Apocrypha containg stories that
geem 8o oleariy visionary, ridiculoug and impossible that
Martin Luther and the early Protestants cut them out of
God's word, Luther said the general Bpistle of James
fg & book of straw and ought not to be in the Bible, but
he was outvoted and it remaing in the Bible as a part
of the holy, infallible word,

There have been about 22¢ translations of the Bible
into various languages, each of them differing from all
others, Many of them are oxtinet, As many as a hun-
dred still exist; no two of them alike. The Hebrew, the
Samaritan, ths Septuagint, the Gothie and Ethiopie ver-
glong are all different, The Syriac New Testament contains
but 22 booke: the Italie, 24: the Egyptian, 26; the Vul-
gate, 27, No two of the books are alike. Prior to 1604«
1611 the differences in translations and so-called “Words
of God," became go annoying that the pious King James
brought together a commigsion of leading seholars, and
the translaticn which bears big name became the author-
fzed Bible of Protestantism, 1t was printed as a govern-
ment monopoly and has remained unchanged.

BPducated Protestant clergymen knew that King
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James' Rible was very tmperfect,  One datingulahed
Mible soholar asserted that 1t contatned several hundrod
ervore (o mistranstations, nterpolations and alterations,
Therefors, another reviaton was made by a committen of
Heltiah and Amerioan Protestant soholave and divines,
of the New Toatament tn 1881, of the OID tn LREG,

I that now verston hundrads of ervors were oorrected,
wWhote versen and parts of ohaptera omitted, and the atyle
of language changed,  Thin latest, most seholarly and
mont avourate veviaton Ad not please the orthodox ol
entant olergy, notwithatanding (£ was the work of thely
own ableat woholars,  The renson was that the vevisers
found that the texta vellod upon to sustain the doetrine of
the teindty, ov defty of Josur, wera not In the orlginal man
weoripts, but were forgorien, interpolated nto the weltinge
about the third contury,  For (natance, in the King James
veralon, I John v, 7, saya: "oy there are threa that
honr record In heaven, the Mather, the Word, and the
Holy Ghoat; and these three arve one.' Thin verse ia
not found In the new veraton, Why? Thin verse was
not put In tho new verslon of 1881 beoause the yevisoers
(notwithatanding they wera themselves trinttartang) dis
covered the verse to bhe a forgery, as were alao several
other paragrapha of the same tmport,  The soholarly re-
virera were honeat enough to acknowledge the forgery,
notwithatanding the discovery knooked the Moeriptural
propa from under the dootrine of trinftavianiam and (he
atonoment,  That vevislon known as the Oxford vevialon
wan fnfahed noarly thivty years ago, sinoe whioh time the
orthodox Protestant clergy Fave done all in thelr power
to lgnore and diseredit it and suppress the truth, They
have gone right on preaching trinttarianism, the dolty
of Jesus and thy atonement, acoording to Beriptural texts
I King Jamen' veralon, which thelr own wsoholars and
tranalatora pronounce delibsrate forgerios,

The new Oxford Mnglish Bible of 188118806 18 (he
mort relfable of all the many translations, but the ortho
dox Protestant clergy will not quote from It, for the rea-
sons named, It s used by Spicitualists, Unitarlang and
other lberal peocts,

Here lot me way that the Roman OQathollo olergy,
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nowing how the hool eatled the Bible was complied,
Ao not conslder 1 an Inarvant or nfallinle,

They attach uo partiontay saoredness (o the hool,
AN, OF vouree, ey that the Protestant Bible 1 only part
of the snoved Boviptores,  Yhey therefore oblest (o the
proposition (o have an emasoulated nible used tn the
publie sohools,  They had o sgueamishness over burn
g twenty-fve hundved of these bogns Bibles ot Luson
Thnt ohurel bolda to the thaory that the 1nity belng 1L
orate are not gqualifted to read the Hible and form corvect
oplntons about veliglon,  T'hoy say the people shounld "re
gelva' thely knowledge from the priests,  The ohureh
malntatng (hat there e an ‘unweltten word of dod over
and above the Horiptures' This word 1s the Interpretas
tion of the priest, who s plaved between God and the
ohuroh membar, as Infallibls Interprater'

The Oathollo makes no Nible translations when he
poes ap n mlgalonary to the heathen, e fs himaelf infal
Hblehis worda have divine Humination and teuth, The
Protestant diaputes thig and bhelleves (hat averything
deponds on the heathen rveading the “"Word of dod."
Henos, tha hundreds of efforts to translate the Nible Into
the lanpguages of the heathen,  Thig they found to be
an tmpossible tasl, ag but few heathen languages have
any nlphabel or weltten languoge, and have no words in
which the complex tdeas and dogmas of Ohrigtianity oan
ba oexpressad,  Thipg fact explaing why Homan Cathollos
sonvert thousands of heathen where Protestants fall,
Protestant forelgn misslonary afforts are now known to
he ehlefly for the heneft of the misslonaries themaelves,
rather than for the henthen

I have In the foregolng piven my high sohool student
friend, an brlafly ag | could, o history of the compliation
of the two Ohrlatian Nibles,

I am glad he has an Inguiving mind and a desire to
know the truth, Milone of welllmeaning, but lgnorant,
penpla honestly bhelleve that the Protestant Nible 1a God's
Word, without ervor or blemish, They have no knowl
adge, whatever, ag to the manner In whioh 1t came Into
exlatonce, Thelr pastora carefully avold telllng them
that thelr Holy Dible s mads up of w collection of anolent
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writings of men who lived centuries apart from each
other iz the long azo. Some of the writings that got
into the Bidie are good, some bad, others very bad. Those
ignorant, old ancients wrole the best they kmew. Ther
pever dreamed that what they wrote would sometime
be put Iz a book called a Bidle and be regarded by
superstitions, igmorant millicns as the “Holy Word of
God™ I have mo criticisms for them for believing that
the earth is Sat, and for thinking that God is but little
Detter than 3 savage, who would have tortured in hell
forever myrisds of his owz childrem, yet unborn, had
pot Jesus consented to be killed to assuage the infense
wrath of His Father. [ do, however, greatly regret the
fact that the clergy of this age are either so ignorant
or so dishonest, or both, as 10 go on teaching the coming
generations that the Bible, either Catholic or Protestant,
is “God’s Hcly Word,” witkout blemish or error, and
try to propagate a theology founded on the igznorance
of men who lived in ancient times, also on the aunthority
of & Pagan emperor and the forgeries of dishonest priests.

A REJOINDER.

[Note.—After the above was published in The Pro-
gressive Thinker, L. P. Rossevold requested me to cite
the authorities in support of my statements contained
in the foregoing article—E. A Dague.]

In answering Mr. Rossevoll, I shall first state that
there are in existence no known, definite or reliable his-
torical records of the proceedings of the Council of Nicea
which was convened in the year 327 A. D. by the
Emperor Constantine, for the purpose of making one
Bible instead c¢f having over three hundred in his empire,
each claimingz to be the Word of God. The convention
consisted of 218 delegates, ignorant, superstitious and
quarrelsome. No written records of what was done were
preserved. What we know of its doings have been gath-
ered by diligent historians from tradition, and fragment-
ary manuseripts by early writers and historians. Daniel
W. Hull, autbor and scholar, in a recent letter to me, sald:

“The Council of Nicea was a quarrelsome mob and
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no reliable record of its proceedings are obtainable now.
It is known, however, that it settled the ‘trinity’ question
by bullving ail the Arians out of the convocation and
under the nod of Constantir2

“Mythraism, to which the Greek religion assimilated
in several respects, became Christian, by edict of Con-
stantine, who made Christianity the state relizgion, and
the Mythraisis complied by changing their name, but not
their ritmal, and that became the Catholic religion.
Protestantism is but a child of this religion, being some-
what changed. The Lutherans and the Episcopalians are
much like tke mother church. All the others are off-
shoots.

“A compa~ison of Christianity with the New Testa-
ment—or rather the gospels—will demonstrate that they
are as unlike 1eal Christianity as a horse and a creeping
sloth are unlike each other.™

In my article of October 31, I mentioned several
authorities, bzt will in this rejoinder give the names of
others. I regret that the writings, on the history of the
Bible, by William Denton, D. M. Bennett, Hudson Tuttle
and John E. Remsburg ars not now accessible to me,
otherwise I n.ight quote them in corroboration of state-
ments made in my article, “Is the Bible the Word of
God?” I will, however, herein quote other authorities.

In Haeckei’s Riddle of the Universe, page 311, under
the nead of Primitive Christianity, he says:

“As to the four gospels, we now know they were
selected from a host of contradictory and forged manu-
scripts of the first three centuries by the 318 bishops
who assembled at the Council of Nicea in 327 A. D. The
entire list of gospels numbered forty; the canonical list
contained four. As the bishops could not agree they
determined to leave the selection to a miracle. They
put all the books (according to the Synodican Pappus)
together under the altar and prayved that the apoecryphal
books, or those of human origin, might remain there,
and the genuine, inspired books might be miraculously
placed on tLe table of the Lord; and tradition says,
‘that really cccurred.” The gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and Jchn leaped up onto the table.”
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Professor (. Major Taber, scholar and writer, com-
menting on *he action of the Nicean Council, says:

“It was at this convention that the Pagan Emperor
Constantine settled the divinity of the Bible."

He further says:
“It was the opinion of Frederick the Great that

from Constantine to the Reformation the whole world
was insane. The rule of Catholic Rome for twelve hun-
dred years produced a scene of horrible slaughter and
{s known as the Dark Ages.”

Men who disputel the trinity and questioned the
authority of Constantine and his ignorant and wrangling
Council of Nicea to make a Bible were imprisoned, exiled
or cruelly prt to death. Rivers of blood have been shed
to force the people to accept the Nicean Bible and the
doctrine of the trinity.

From the« fourth to the sixteenth century there were
many translations and revisions of Constantine's or the
Catholic Bib:e. The oldest manuscripts were written
on papyrus (an Egyptian plant), also on the bones of
animals, and on tablets of stone. The Old Testament was
written in Hebrew, the New Testament in Greek. Much
of the writing was in drawings and rude pictures. All
the words were formed by capital letters and there were
no spaces between words &8s we have in this day. As
no blank spaces were used between words, the meaning
of the writer was difficult to make out and hundreds of
errors occurred in the translating, and no two transla-
tions agreed. None of the original manuscripts are in
existence today. One of the most aged is preserved in
the university library at Cambridge. It is called the
Codex Bezae. It was presented to the university by Beza
In 1581. It was found in a monastery at Lyons. It is
written in Creek on one side and Latin on the other,
and differs in many respects from all other Bible manu-
scripts.  Our Bibles, both Catholic and Protestant, are
imperfect copies of a copy of several previous copies, all
abounding in imperfections, interpolations, alterations
and forgeries. From the deys of Constantine to Martin
Tuther the church became so terribly corrupt morally
that Luther and other decent men protested against the
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Pope selling "“indulgences” to men to commit erime, and
they protested against the shameless licentiousness and
immorality of the priesthood,

The early Protestants sald that the Roman Catholics
had not transiated the Scriptures correctly, therefore, in
1378, John Wyecliffe Issued a revised Bible. The monks,
abbots, bishops and priests met and denounced Wyeliffe
as a heretic, and his revised Bibles were burned, and
all who were found in possession of his books were
hunted down as criminals. Professor Taber says:

“About <1e hundred years after Wyeliffe, William
Tyndale issued a revised Bible printed in English. A
conrpiracy was formed to scize his coples. ¥e escaped
and fled from Cologne to Worms, where Luther was at
work in the Reformation. Thousands of his Bibles were
seized and burned by the Pope’s emissaries as a ‘burnt
offering most pleasing to Almighty God.” Father Faber,
a Roman Catholie, said that the Protestant Bible is one
of the strongholds of heresy in this world.

Willlam Tyndale was burned at the stake by the
Catholic priesthood October 6, 1536, as a heretic because
in his revised Bible he expnsed many of the forgeries
put into the ' Word of God,” from the days of Constan-
tine to his time.

In my article referred to by Mr. Rossevold, I stated
that the doctrine of the trinity, or of the Deity of Jesus,
and the vicarious atonement were forgeries, proven to
be such by the learned men who revised the Scriptures
at Oxford in 1881-1885. T referred especially to one
verse, namely. “For there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost, and
these three are one.”

This verse is shown to be a forgery by the scholarly
revisers who were themselves trinitarians up to that time.
Dr. Adam Clarke, the great Biblical scholar, algso sald
of that passage:

‘This verse is not found in any of the manuscripts
of the ancient Greek or Latin writers, and it is likely
not genuine’’

In his ““Observations,” page 478, he says:

“One hundred and thirteen Greek manuscripts are
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extant, containing the First Epistle of John, and the
text in question is wanting in 112.”

The late John R. Francis, founder and long time
editor of The Progressive Thinker, said:

“It is represented by critics that 127,000 errors have
been found in the inerrant Scriptures, made by tran-
scribers and translators, The interpolations are numer-
ous, and frequently very important, changing the entire
character of the book., Many of these were pointed out
by the commentators, as were also the false renderings.
The lately revised Oxford edition of the Bible directed
attention to interpolations, made when and where no
one can determine. The longest of these in the New
Testament is that added ot the conclusion of Mark,
embracing all of the sixteenth chapter after verse 8 to
the conclusion. The revisovs say, in a marginal note:

“‘The two oldest Greek manuscripts, and some other
authorities, omit from verse 9 to the end. Some other
authorities have a different ending to the Gospel.’

“In this finterpolation occurs the information that
after Jesus was risen ‘he appeared first to Mary Magda-
lene, out of whom he cast seven devils;” and in verse 16,
‘he that believeth not shall be damned.” And in verse
18 is the test of a Christian: ‘If they drink any deadly
thing it shall not hurt them:’ a test no preacher is will-
ing to accept.

“John viii. 1-12 is enclosed in brackets by the revisors,
who say in the margin: ‘Most of the ancient authorities
omit chapter 7, 1-11. Those who contain it vary much
from each other.” Those bracketed passages contain the
story of the woman taken in adultery, with Jesus’ state-
ment, ‘Neither do I condemn thee.””

I repeat substantially what I said in my former arti-
cle that the *“Douay,” or Catholic Bible of seventy-five
books, and the Protestant ‘“Word of God” of sixty-six
books, were selected out of several hundred ancient and
conflicting manuscripts, by order of a Pagan emperor;
that shameless frauds and tyrannical authority were
used in making the book called the Bible, that cruel
persecutions were resorted to to compel people to accept
the book, that it abounds in hundreds of additions, inter-
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polations and forgeries, and that the authors of the
writings contained in the book never areamed that
what they wrote would be put in a book called a “Holy
Bible” and be worshiped by millions of superstitious,
deluded people as the “infallible, inerrant Word of
God.” I said that some of the writings that got into
the Bihle are good, some bad, some very bad. I firmly
stand by that statement, prepared to prove its truthful-
ness by quotations from the Bible itself. Wars, king-
craft, polygamy, slavery, lying, cheating, stealing and
intoxication are each and all approved, and in other
parts of the hook are condemned. ’

The New Testament cortains many excellent teach-
ings. Here let me say that for nearly three hundred
years the primitive Christians were communists (or neay
Socialists). They forbade the private ownership of lands
and other property of public utility. They opposed the
taking of interest, rents and profits. They disapproved
of war, and advocated a universal brotherhood, and a
universal peace. Christianity was gaining numbers and
influence. The bloody Emp2ror Constantine was a crafty
politician. He professed to be converted to Christianity.
He convened the Council of Nicea and compelled all
the warring factions to come together and unite on one
book as the “Word of God.” Of the 308 manuscripts
submitted, 233 were rejected and burned and 75 were,
after much wrangling, put into one book and labeled
“Holy Bible” The Emperor put a stop to nearly all
the communrstic practices cf the early Christians, and
injected into their doctrines most of the creed and many
of the forms and ceremonies of Paganism.

Tn brief, he ‘“Paganized” the Christian movement, and
it has remained Pagan in all its fundamental teachings
and practices to this day. Instead of practicing the com-
munism of Jesus and his followers, he, and the priests,
stamped it ovt. The private ownership of lands and the
monopoly of public utilities were allowed; the collection
of interest, rents and profits were permitted; the slave
trade and slavery promoted, the rich were favored, the
poor exploited; kingcraft and priestcraft were fostered
and strengthened; inventors, philosophers, reformers
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were burned at the stake as heretios, and the Paganized
church dJdeluged the world with blood by tha savage,
inhuman wars its kKings and rulers waged. The absurd
dootrine of the trinity (or that Jesus is God) was hatehed
adout this time, and Constantine and his Pagan ocon-
temporaries imvented the grossly immoral doctrine of
the “Vicarions Atonement,” which is that men may
commit all the crimes in the calendar and escape pun-
jshment by joining church, and conforming to certain
forms and coremonies. This Infamous teaching was, in
the course of time, construed to mean that the Pope,
as Christ's representative, could not only forgive all the
past sins men hald committed, but could grant “indul-
gences” for them to commit erimes in the future on pay-
ment of a specified sum of maney to the church. If that
were done, the sin would de forgiven before it was com-
mitted.

Martin Luther and others in the sixteanth century,
protested against this monstrous teaching, and they left
the Catholic church and wera named “Protestants.” They,
however, made the sad mistase of holding to the modified
statement of the doctrine of the atonement as a cardinal
plank in their creed. The difference between the Catho-
lics and Luther was that the former said a sinner should
pay cash to have his sins “washed out by the blood of
Jesus,” while the Protestant claimed “salvation is free,”
and they still sing:

“There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood

Lose all their guilty stains.™

The Pagan doctrine of the atonement briefly stated,
that dad men nayboxumyoteommlmngmthe
erlnosho and then before they die repemt, be bap-
tized, and by virtue of church ceremonies, unload all
their sins on Jesus, and by one great leap go to a heaven
of eternal happiness, be given a crown, a harp and a
halo and praise God endlessly for allowing them to
oscape all ponishment for crimes they committed on
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earth. Now they can look over the heavenly fence and
enjoy seeing tortured forever, Spiritualists, Unitarians,
Jews, Christian Scientists, hilllons of heathens and here-
ties generally who did not join church, be baptized and
have their sins washed out by the shed blood of a
young Jew who lived two thousand years ago. Yes, the
“vicarious atcnement” is not only a Pagan invention
but a simple one. It has heen preached from the days
of Constantine to the present time. It {s clearly stated
by Billy Sunday as follows, namely: *“A life of good
deeds don't count. Man's morality is filth and rags in
tho sight of God. Believe ‘n the shed blood of Jesus to
wash away vour sins and be baptized or you'll be
damned,” and in the good ortholox hymn:

“Jesus pald it all,
All the debt I owe,
Nothing either great or small
Remains for me to do.”

It is cause for profound sorrow to see millions of
honest-minded. deluded people worshiping as “God's Holy,
inerrant word,"” a collection of Jewish and Pagan writ-
ings that have bLeen altered, added to and changed a
hundred times—a book which, according to the ablest
scholars in the Christian church, so-called, admit con-
tains many positive self-contradictions as well as addi-
tions and shameless forgeries.

Spiritualists concede tha: the Old and New Testa-
ment writings show that there were prophets in ancient
times who were often inspired just as mediums are today.
All the well-authenticated phenomena and miracles of
the Bible have been duplicated the past sixty years by
Spiritualists. The ancient Jewish and Christian Scrip-
tures contain inspiration, and so do the writings of
prophets and mediums of Tndia, China, Japan, Europe
and America.

Jesus was a medium, prophet, healer—Spiritualist.
Pagan emperors and crafty, dishonest priests have suc-
ceeded in deceiving myriads of people by telling them
he is God ard is to be worshiped as such, They say,
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“God conalata of IMather, Son and IHoly Ghost, The Son
8 an old as his Pather, and the Iloly Ghost 18 as much
God as elther of the othars—that this ls a mystery
which nelther men nor angels understand, but If you
don't belleve it you will ba burned In hell forever,"

The moat scholarly men in the chureh frankly admit
that the dooetrine of tha “trinity” s founded on forged
passages In the Bible and {t has been proven clearly that
the atonement s a Pagan invention and that the Bible
abounds In hundreds of additions to and changes of the
original texta, It s a faot deeply deplored by Intelll-
gent, well Informed people, that “Bible-idolatry” {8 a
mighty stumbling block in the path of humanity to a
highar and better civilization,
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Author of Wenry Ashiton, 'The Industeisl Aviny i, Wte,

Orthodox Christlanity, both Catholle and Protestant,
fur hundreds of yenrs belioved that the world 1 flat
baravige the Bible so represeuted it, and that thers wers
thrae days snd thres nights Lefors the sun was orested,
and that the sun was espsclally made for the enrth,
Orthodoxy sald the world was mads oul of nothing,
alboul six thousand years ngo, 'The astronomers and
gooluglsls, aiter o long hard contest, drove the ohireh
fram that pogition,

Orthodoxy sald that God ald nol originally atend Lo
mpks 6 wotoan-in faot naver thought of it untll he
noblosd that Adam hecame tired of associating with ani
malg and wog lonegome; then God mads n woman from
Adam's rib,  Phillosophy detmongtiated that the male and
femnle principls is luherent In vegelables, fowls, Nshes,
and anlmals se well ag homans, and nons but fgnorant
peopla in thlg day believe thut glupid Bible fabla,

Tha "Hely Horiplures” pay thal the firsl man was
made in & day, an adult person, fully endowsd with
mental and moral facultles,  Oharles Darwin and other
horellopl solentlsls drove the chiureh from that mythos
logloal, falgs position,  No eclentigt belleves that faliles,

Orthodory sald death came into the world heoauss
the Nret man and woman ale of o fralt of which they
were ardered not to partake that death 1s n penally
for eln,

Helenos showa that death, so-oalled, 1a as natiiral as
Peth, and that thers could he no birth without death,
and that In reality therse 1s no death, That which 18 so-
called, 18 ohange, a mers readingtment of matter whioh
18 wlive from protoplagm to man,

Orthodory sald Joshua cansed a day to bo lengthened
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to the end that he might have daylight in which to finish
the brutal murdering of his enemies in a ferocious battle.

Astronomy has proven that no such event ever oc-
curred. Had General Joshue stopped the revolution of
the earth, the whole universe would have been thrown
into chaos ard ruin,

Orthodoxy said Noah housed in an ark a male and
female representing all the animals and living things on
earth.

Mathematicians have demonstrated that, according
to the dimensions of the ark given in the Bible, such an
event could not have taken place, as there would not
have been room for a tenth of as many creatures and
food as would have been necessary to put into it. No
scientist believes the flood and ark story.

Orthodoxy said that God set a rainbow in the clouds
after the flood as a reminder of his pledge that he would
not again destroy the earth by water.

Science proves that there have always been rainbows
ever since the sun shone on falling waters and that the
rainbow story is a myth.

The Christians’ Bible said that God forbade the chil-
dren of Israel to eat animal “flesh that dieth of itself,”
but he told them they might sell the diseased meat to
strangers who did not know it was tainted. Infidels,
agnostics and heretics said such an act would be most
diabolical and unworthy of an ignorant savage.

The orthodox ‘“men of God"” long taught and prac-
ticed polygamy, and said God sanctioned it in his holy
word. Modern law and customs forced the pious polyg-
amists to abandon the practice.

Orthodoxy taught on the authority of the holy scrip-
tures, that God was so angry toward his children that
he repented and was sorry he had made human beings,
and once he became so angry that he put “lying spirits”
in the mouths of his own prophets to influence the
people to do certain things, so that he might make a
claim that he had a sufficiently good excuse for killing
a lot of them. He hardened Pharaoh’s heart that he
might slay all the eldest children of a nation. Under
the guidance of God, Moses ordered all the wives and
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mothers of conquered nations put to death, but the young
girls were divided up among the soldiers. The Bible
says that God himeelf declared that he is a “man of
war” and creates evil as well as the good. ‘“‘He moved
King David to number the children of Israel” and be-
cause David did so, God “waxed in wrath’ and slew sev-
enty thousand Innocent people,

Voltaire, Thomas Paine, Ingersoll and other heretics
go ridiculed these and other orthodox bellefs, and his-
torians go surely proved the Pagan origin of the “Holy
Eible” that the modern church no longer burns men and
women at the stake, gouges out thelr eyes and tears out
their tongues, for disbelieving the old fables of the Bible.

Orthodoxy taught for thousands of years that God
demanded the shedding of much blood of animals and
fowls to appease his wrath, and their holy Bible says
that on one occasion the incenge of a burning bullock
“ascended into heaven” and that “God smelled the sweet
gavor” thereof, repented of the evil he had sworn he
had intended to do unto the children of Israel, and
refrained from committing wholesale murder which he
had taken an oath to do.

Orthodoxy taught that in no way could the awful an-
ger of God be appeased except by the shedding of blood.
Nothing so pleased God as the killing of many animals
and humans. Up to about two thousand years ago there
was no escape for people from an endless hell except
as they industriously propitiated God’s wrath by the
frequent killing of bullocks, goats, doves, and so forth,
and burning the dead bodies on an altar to the end
that Jehovah might sniff the sweet gavor of burning flesh.
There, however, came a time when God and the Holy
Ghost and Jesus held a consgultation, and they evolved
a “great plan of salvation.” God gaid he demanded kill-
ings and plenty of blood. Jesus, being more tender than
his father, pleaded that if God would soften a bit he
would consent to go to earth and have his blood spilled.
He would let the sins of all the rascals on earth be
loaded onto him and all who heard of the plan and
accepted it ag a good one would be gent to heaven, while
those myriads of pcople who have never heard about it,



4 SOME REASONS WHY I CANNOT

or having been told about the ‘‘plan” have some doubts
as to its reliability or its reasonableness, will be tortured
in hell forever.

Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Paine, Theodore Parker,
Horace Greeley, Colonel Ingersoll and other scholars and
heretics have clearly shown that this bloody sacrifice,
custom and belief known as the ‘‘Vicarious Atonement”
are Pagan doctrines. They so vigorously assailed the
“plan” and so convincingly demonstrated its Pagan origin
that the intelligent clergy diplomatically avoid preaching
about it now. Ignorant, illiterate sensationalists of the
Billy Sunday stripe, still threaten people with damna-
ation in hell forever if they entertain any doubts about
the reasonableness or authenticity of the bloody plan.

Orthodox Christianity said, God and Jesus are one
and the same and the Holy Ghost is as much God as
either one or both of the others, and that Jesus is as old
as his father, and that this is a mystery not understood
by angels or men, but if you don’t believe it you will
be damned forever. This is the doctrine of the *“Trinity.”
Bruno and Servetus and hundreds of honest intelligent
men, knowing that the Trinity is a Pagan invention
founded on forged paragraphs put into the Bible in the
days of Constantine, protested against it. The orthodox
arrested them, starved and beat them to death in dun-
geons, tore off their finger nails, bored holes through
their tongues with hot irons, and burned them alive by
slow fires.

The heretical thought of modern times drove the
church into a corner on these propositions and have it
caged, but orthodoxy still beats upon the bars and growls
and exhibits its teeth and claws, and says God will tor-
ture in hell forever all Unitarians, Spiritualists, Chris-
tian Scientists, Jews, and other heretics.

The church said that God had foreordained and pre-
destinated a part of the human family to eternal hell
“for his own glory,” and that millions of “elect babies”
not yet born, were predestinated to eternal damnation.
The growing intelligence of modern times has so shamed
the clergy that such fiendish doctrine is now rarely

preached.
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Orthodoxy said kings are ordained of God to rule over
their fellow men, and when the attempt was made by
our Revolutionary forefathers to establish the American
Republic, and it was proposed to guarantee religlous
liberty and the free exercise of the right of every one
to worship God according to his own conscience, the
clergy throughout KEurope vehemently denounced the
movement and said God would eternally damn the infl-
dels who were trying to establish a Godless and heretical
Republic. Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas
Jefferson, the Adamses, and other non-orthodox men out-

generaled the clergy and the American Republic was
established.

Orthodoxy contended that both the Old and New
Testament Scriptures authorized the slave trade and that
negro slavery was a divine institution approved by God.
Garrison, Phillips, Wade, Greeley, Gerrit Smith—heretics
all—with other brave heretical souls, fought the church
to a finish and forced it inch by inch to a sullen silence.

Orthodox Christians, for centuries, imprisoned, hung
and burned at the stake, thousands of poor, ignorant old
women as witches, and quoted the ‘“‘Sacred Scriptures”
for such atrocious practices. Liberal, intelligent heretics

enacted laws to prevent the church from continuing such
insane cruelties.

Orthodoxy said the Bible is authority for the state-
ment that King Solomon was the wisest man that had
ever lived or ever would live; yet he had several hun-
dred wives and more concubines or mistresses than wives.
Orthodoxy held woman in bondage for centuries. The
clergy said all women born or yet to be born must suffer
God’s curse, because of an unknown act of the first

woman. Their Bible says: ‘‘Let woman keep silence,
and if she wants to know anything let her ask her hus-
band.” ‘“Wives, obey your husbands.” ‘“Man was made

for God; women were made for men. It is a shame
for women to uncover their heads in church.”

To Mrs. Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and other
heretics is due the credit for securing to women all the
liberty that they now enjoy. The claim made that ortho-
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doxy is entitled to woman’s emancipation and enlarged
civil and religious rights is false.

The church, whenever it had the power, has imposed
fines and other punishment upon those citizens who ‘“des-
ecrated the Sabbath,” or the first day of the week. This
they did because the Bible said that after working six
days creating the world out of nothing, “God rested on
the seventh day.”” Learned historians have proven that
Sunday, or the first day of the week gets its sacredness
from Paganism instead of from primitive Christianity. It
is a Pagan and not a Christian day.

Othodoxy claims it is the true representative of the
practice and teachings of Jesus. Historians prove that
the larger portion of the fundamental doctrines of the
orthodox church were borrowed from Jewish and Roman
Paganism, and that in neither doctrine nor practice is the
so-called Christian church truly Christian. The ablest
scholars of the Protestant church have the honesty to
admit that the doctrine of the Trinity, or the deity of
Jesus, i8 based on forged passages of Scripture. Jesus
said nothing about the ‘fall,” the “Virgin-born God,” the
“Trinity,” or the “atonement,”” through which bad men
might escape all the consequence of a life of crime.
He distinctly and emphatically taught that every one
should be rewarded according to the deeds done in the
body. He denounced the hypocritical rich, drove the
money changers from the temple, associated with the
poor, healed the sick, and preached and practiced Com-
munism or near Soclalism. The orthodox neither preach
nor practice what Jesus did.

Since the days of Emperor Constantine who Pagan-
ized Christianity, the organized church has been a mam-
mon-worshiper. It has championed slavery, and war, and
kingcraft and priestcraft and practiced everything Jesus
opposed, and opposed everything he taught and prac-
ticed.

But does not orthodoxy teach good morals? There are
many honest, moral individuals who are orthodox, or
think they are, but their standard of morality is no
higher than that of Masonry or Spiritualism, or Social-
ism, or labor unioniem-—no higher than that taught by
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Buddha, or Confucius or Thomas Paine or Ingersoll.

For more than a thousand years the so-called Chris-
tian church governed all Europe. The result was that
civilization declined, education was discouraged, supersti-
tion increased, and millons degenerated morally and
mentally in that long stretch of centuries known as the
“Dark Ages.” The clergy taught that the only subject
of importance for men to consider was to save their souls
from endless hell into which a God, changeable, jealous,
wrathful, and malignant would plunge humanity unless
they believed the doctrine of the Trinity and accepted
the atonement. The priests became not only grossly
licentious, and bigoted, but insanely superstitious; here-
tics were beheaded, burned at the stake, and tortured
by all the devices that genius could invent; libraries
were destroyed for it was taught by the church that all
wisdom was contained in the Bible and all other books
were “profane.” If orthodoxy had not been combated
by heretics and martyrs, civilization would have been
blotted out and the human race degenerated into sav-
agery. The doctrine of the ‘vicarious atonement” has
cursed mankind beyond all estimate. It is still the chief
corner-stone of both the Catholic and Protestant ortho-
dox churches. Until it is abandoned the world will be
cursed by bloody wars waged by Christian kings and
crime of all sorts will continue. It is a well known
fact that the most abandoned criminals, with few excep-
tions, firmly believe In the orthodox doctrine. This is
not hard to account for. These men have been taught
by the church that they were ‘“conceived in iniquity and
born in sin’” because of Adam’s transgression, and that
they are totally depraved by nature. They are taught
that any time before death, though they may have com-
mitted every crime in the calendar, they can escape all
punishment for their evil deeds and become pure as
angels of light by accepting a free pardon bought for
them through the shed blood of a young Jew who
was one-third God, murdered two thousand years ago
according to a ‘““Great Plan” agreed to by the other two-
thirds of God. Why should they not sow wild oats and
gratify their animal propensities and eat and drink, and
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steal, and murder and have a ‘‘good time?’” All they
have to do to escape all the consequences of such a life
is to shift their sins onto the Savior and sail away to
heaven, be given a halo, a harp and a crown, and felici-
tate themselves on their good fortune while chuckling
over the ill luck of the stupid donkeys who are being
burned in hell for not taking out an insurance policy
in the “Great Plan of Salvation.” They enjoy singing
that good old orthodox hymn:

“There is a fountain filled with blood,

Drawn from Emanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.”

The doctrine of the atonement, or that all punish-
ment for wrong doing can be escaped by believing that
“Jesus died and paid it all; all the debt I owe,” has
encouraged millions of bad men to continue in wicked-
ness. They each intend to accept the pardon before they
die.

The bloody kings of Europe who are responsible for
wholesale murder at the time I write, expect to be ‘“par-
doned” or “absolved” from all punishment for their
heinous crimes. The theory of the atonement puts a
premium on crime. It is still a cardinal doctrine of the
orthodox church. Many of the more enlightened and
honest of the clergy avoid preaching the Paganistic
invention, but ignorant, sensational pulpiteers of the Billy
Sunday brand, do not try to sidestep, but boldly admit
that the chief corner stone of the church is that a life
of honest deeds is valueless, and that ‘“man’s morality
is filth and rags in God’s sight,” and that all who do
not believe in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ shall be
burned in hell forever, notwithstanding they may have
lived noble, moral lives. “Believe or be damned’” is the
orthodox gospel.

Spiritualists, Unitarians, Universalists, Christian Sci-
entists, infidels, agnostics, and other non-orthodox have
so effectually combated this false and pernicious doc-
trine, that the more intelligent clergy have taxed their
ingenuity to put another interpretation upon the dogma
or refuse to discuss it.
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Orthodoxy represents God as a being not unlike an
earthly king sitting on a throne; he is austere, changea-
ble, vain, and greatly pleased by flattery and worship.
He has to be told ceaselessly by his subjects on their
knees bLefore him how great, and strong and good he
is, and how we poor worms of the dust would have been
sent to hell long ago if he had dealt justly by us—not
for what we did, but because a remote ancestor of ours
ate some forbidden fruit. He is so jealous that he will
often kill little babies because their mothers love them
better than they love him. Often he neglects to send
needed rains, and the Christians have to hold meetings
and get down on their knees and beseech him to send
some water to save their corn and potatoes. Often
they have to weep, and plead, and coax and flatter him
for favors.

Heretics, so-called, no longer fear that they will be
burned here or hereafter, for refusing to believe that
God so nearly resembles an old savage war-chief of an
African jungle—a God who demanded that his only be-
gotten son be put to a cruel death, otherwise he would
plunge into an eternal hell myriads of living people
and countless other myriads not yet born. They are not
afraid they will be forever damned for thinking that
unchangeable law governs all things from microbes to
the wisest personal being in the celestial spheres, and
that the infinite universe is pulsating with life from the
smallest atom of matter to the mightiest central sun,
and that all things visible and invisible, are alive, and
that Nature in its totality is Life—Infinite Intelligence—
God, and that man is an essential part of the universe.
Liberalists, non-orthodox, believe that humans are stu-
dents in Nature’s school. Here we are in the kinder-
garten department. We are toddling infants now, but
we possess inherent God-powers which will unfold and
develop here and hereafter. We shall have lessons to

learn in this department and in all the succeeding ones.
When we shall have mastered the lessons of one grade
we shall be promoted to the next. No spilled blood of
bullocks, goats or gods will enable us to skip hard les-
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sons and sneak into higher grades on the merits of
another person be he God or man.

To the doubters, the heretics, the brave seekers for
truth, is due all the credit for securing to us the civil
and religious freedom that we enjoy today.

Orthodoxy looks backward for all its wisdom—says
all truth has been revealed, and regards with awe and
superstitious reverence the writings of ignorant half- civ-
ilized men of ancient times, as the infallible and holy
word of God.

Liberalism, while not ignoring the records of the past
and willing to accept truth whether presented by saint
or heretic, Christian or heathen, looks to the future for
more light. Heretics decline to believe that books made
by men are without error, but seek to understand the

infallible book of Nature.
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