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• • • ~. ,~ " Here, again, points are admirably made in 
'JESUS OF NAZARETH,, and it would be well if that little 

I book, with its scholarly tone, its breadth of treatment, 
\ and its psychic knowledge, was in the hands of every 

Biblical student." 

From " The Vital Message," 
by Sm ARTHUR CosAN DoYLE. 

" I read to my students every year from your 
illuminating address. It is most helpful." 

PROFESSOR HARALDDUR NJELSSON, 

Chair of Divinity, 
University of Reykjovik, 
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PREFACE. 

This address was delivered fifteen years ago, and by 
the desire of many friends it was reprinted from 
" L1GHT " as a pamphlet •. 

I had hoped to recast it and introduce it as a chapter 
in a prospective book-unfortunately long delayed
" The Problems of a Truth-Seeker," but owing to the 
exigencies of a professional life, I have been prevented 
.from carrying out my intention. 

This booklet having been out of print for some time, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has created an urgent demand 
for its re-issue by referring to the manner in which l 
have treated some of the reported phenomena in the life 
of Jesus, and shown their resemblance to many of the 
evidences of present-day Spiritualism. 

The Two \:Vorlds Publishing Company, Ltd., has 
kindly undertaken to reprint it for me. 

A. WALLACE, M.D. 

LONDON, 

October, 1919. 





JESUS OF NAZARETH AND MODERN 
SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION. 

FROM THE SPIRITUALIST STANDPOl.tf.T. 

Bv AnRAHAM WALLACE, M.D., &c. 

An Address delivered to the Members and Associates of 
the London Spiritualist Alliance, on the evening of 
Thursday, December 3rd, 1904-the President of the 
Alliance, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers, in the chair. 

I have on several occasions been asked by our revered 
president to give an address to this Alliance, a nd as an 
ordinary member of it I have much appreciated the 
honour, but for several reasons I was hitherto obliged 
to decline. I have now accepted the invitation with 
considerable diffidence, for though I ha\'e had a fair 
amount of personal experience as an investigator of 
super-normal psychic phenomena in the years that I 
have devoted time and attention to the subject, yet as 
a student of psychology I am too conscious of my im~ 
perfect knowledge of the facts and laws of man's 
psychic mechanism, in its ordinary functioning, to 
attempt to instruct a society consisting of many whose 
experiences in Spiritualism, and in Occultism generally, 
have been more extensh·e than mine. 

I have been bold enough, however, to try to look 
from the standpoint of the modern psychical investi
gator at this remarkable Personality, Jesus of Nazareth, 
and at some of the ultra-normal phenomena recorded in 
the New Testament, particularly in the synoptic 
Gospels, nnd said to ha"e been manifested in the life 
of Jesus, who is, by the general consensus of the 
peoples of the western world, regarded as the most 
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divine expression of humanity in the history of our race. 
A year or two ago, fa the privacy of a small society 

composed of truth-seekers of various schools of 
thought, I ventured to discuss one or two aspects of 
this important subject, and se\•eral friends thanked me 
for the assistance that I had given them in understand
ing more clearly than before, the recorded history of 
the prophet of Nazareth. Encouraged by this know
ledge, I have decided to take up this subject, as it seems 
to me opportune to do so, especially on account of the 
great stimulus given to the investigation of the whole 
subject of Christianity by a course of lectures delivered 
in the winter session of 1899-1900, in the University of 
Berlin, by Professor Adolf Harnack, since published in 
book form with the title of •Das Wesen des Christen
tums,' and admirably translated into English by Mr. 
Bailey Saunders, under the title of '\Vhat is Christian
ity?' This book, which shows much learning and great 
breadth of view, caused on its appearance considerable 
commotion both m Germany and in this country, and 
more recently in France, resulting in the publication of 
another remarkable work, • L'Evangile et l'Eglise,' by 
Abbe Loisy, which is principally a criticism of Har
nack's lectures. Abbe Lo1sy is one of the most accom
plished leaders for greater freedom of thought and 
action amongst the Catholics of France, and has 
recently received the condemnation of the Pope for the 
enunciation of his advanced views. 

Since the publication of these books and the appear
ance of that most instructive quarterly review of 
rcli~ion, theology, and philosophy, • The Hibbert 
Journal,' which is so ably edited, .all the aspects of 
Christianity arc beinfr re-considered both by clerical 
and lay investigators from broader standpoints. Quite 
recently too, in the columns of 'The Daily Telegraph,' 
the question ' Do we belie"e? ' has been written about 
ad Hauseam. ; few of the contributors it seems to me, 
ha.ving log-icnlly discussed the question. All this 
activity shows that, amid the indifference of the multi-
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tude, there are many honest souls desirous of disoover
iog larger and clearer views. 

I have no doubt that the result will be' Light I more 
light ! ', the removal of many existing misunderstand
ings, and at the same time an increase of unity of aim 
and action, without the uniformity of belief which some 
of our religious teachers and authorities have tried and 
are still trying to force upon us, and what is more 
deplorable, to force upon our children. 

In approaching the study of this all-important subject 
from the spiritualistic standpoint, I am not unmindful 
that there exists a crude, imperfect, or mistaken idea 
amongst many people as to what this position really 
is. This is due usually to their ignorance of the present 
state of the subject and the history of its development, 
and sometimes, I regret to say, because of the appro
priation of the designation Spiritualist by many who 
are as crass materialists .as one can find anywhere. 
These pseudo-Spiritualists con\'ey to outsiders quite an 
erroneous conception nf what Spiritualism essentially 
is. A somewhat flagrant example of those who do 
harm to a noble cause is the following. Not long ago 
I was present at a public seance, conducted by one of 
our best mediumistic workers, and a sitter who appar
ently prided himself on being a Spiritualist showed that 
he was so in a \'ery narrow and rudimentary sense, for 
he distinctly refused to listen to the description of a 
spirit-form given by the medium as manifesting near 
him, and unblushingly said that ' he had not come to 
get spirit identity, but to find out what the spirits had 
to say about how his shares in a certain gold mine 
would turn out during the next few weeks.' Thus he 
tried to prostitute the psychic powers of the sensitive, 
and to vulgarise spirit communion to the basest ends. 

In proceeding with the inYestigation regarding the 
historical Jesus I have applied ordinary critical methods, 
as I do with the psychic phenomena of to-day, and in 
thus reviewing his history I do not wish in the slightest 
degree to minimise his character, or to interfere with 
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the religious sentiments of anyone. His highlr evolved 
spiritual nature, with its psychical Iunctiorung, has 
made him the enigma of the intervening ages, and 
especially is he so at the present time to many worthy 
people in the orthodox churches, who accept without 
criticism what has been placed before them by their 
prejudiced teachers, and without trying to understand 
something of his adv:mced psychical evolution. 

In examining his phenomenal lift! I shall endeavour 
to do so without bias, at least ns much as a Scotsman 
can who has been reared in a controversial theological 
atmosphere. Before taking up in detail some of the 
prominent events in his life, I am obliged to discuss, 
however imperfectly, certain preliminary matters, in 
order to make my position intelligible and my thesis 
clear. It is necessary, howe\·er, to leave many of the 
literary and historical problems which one must face in 
a complete survey of the subject, and take for granted 
that the New Testament, and especially the synoptic 
Gospels, that is, those according to Matthew, l\'lark, 
and Luke, form the basis of our knowledge of his 
earth-life. The fourth Gospel is by most scholars 
regarded as less historical. 

Listen to what Harnack says regarding- the sources 
of our knowledge :-

'Apart from some important information given by the 
Apostle Paul, our authorities for the message which 
Jesus Christ delivered arc the first three Gospels. 
Everything that we know, independently of these 
Gospels, about Jesus' history and his teaching, may he 
easily put on a small slieet of paper, so little does it 
come to. In particular, the fourth Gospel, which does 
not emanate, or profess to emanate, from the Apostle 
John, cannot be taken as historical authority in the 
ordinary meaning of the word. The author of it acted 
with sovereign freedom, transposed events and put 
them in a new light, drew up the discourses himself, 
and mustrated great thoughts by imaginary situations. 

It can hardly malce any claim to be considered 
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an authority for Jesus' history; only little of what he 
says can be accepted, and that little with caution.' 
('What is Christianity? ' p. 20.) 

And Loisy says :-

• Viewed as history, the pomt of view of the Gospel 
of John is incompatible with that of the other Gospels, 
and a choice has to be made.' (' The Gospel and the 
Church,' p. 31.) 

Remember these are the statements of specialists, 
men who have de\"oted years to the study of the subject. 
\Ve ordinary investigators are therefore perplexed with 
doubt as to the sta.temcnts regarding the life of Jesus 
of Nazareth contained in the Gospels; whether or not 
these records arc historical, and if so, how much they 
are tinctured by the introduction of legendary, mythical, 
or Oriental cmbclli~hmcnts. \\"c arc told, ho\vc,·er, by 
the churches that these records are ' inspired,' and that 
settles the question for them at least. \Vhether they 
be so or not, one naturally asks, if one be intellectually 
honest,-\Vho reported the e\·cnts, and how long arter 
their occurrence were they committed to writing? How 
much is merely oral tradition containin;,:- subsequent 
emendations, exag-g-erations, and amplifications? 

\Ve members of this Alliance understand the subject 
of inspiration from our experience of the \·arious 
methods of inspirational product ion. either by written 
or spoken communications, through sensitives or 
mediums. \Ve arc, mon:o\·cr, certain that all revela
tion purporting to be divine has ever 1..·ome through 
human instrumentalitv. Most of vou know that re
markable book produced in this wa·y, 'The Principles 
of Nature, Her Di\"inc Revelations, and a Voice to 
Mankind by ;ind through Andrew Jackson Davis,' a 
volume of i86 pag-es. I regret to say that this book, 
or even its author, is little known in this country outside 
the ranks of the Spiritualists. It is a book of a most 

startling character, being the production of a young 
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man, the son of a shoemaker who had only five months' 
school training. He worked with his father as an 
apprentice, and had little or no acquaintance with 
books, yet at the age of from nineteen to twenty-one 
years he showed a great sensitiveness, and easily passed 
into a clairvoyant state. For fourteen months, from 
November 28th, 18.tS. the date of his first inspirational 
lecture, to January ~sth, 184i, he delivered one hundred 
and fifty-seven lectures. Each lecture was from half 
an hour to four hours' duration. These were taken 
down by a scribe, and the book as it now exists was 
published. One point of scientific interest, which even 
critics like Mr. Podmore admit, is that ' he anticipated 
the astronomers Adams and Lc\·errier in the discovery 
of the planet Neptune by six months,' and he fore
shadowed the system of e\·olution so ably formulated 
by Darwin and Wallace. 

\Ve have had, and have, numerous inspirational or 
trance speakers, the late Emma Hardinge Britten, Mrs. 
Cora Richmond, of America; in London we have Mr. 
E. W. \Vallis and Mrs. \\Tallis, Mr. J. J. Morse, W. J. 
Colville, and others whose utterances when in the trance 
condition attain a high le\·el of excellence. 

Accorcling to the records, Jesus of Nazareth believed 
in inspirational spe1·king, for in warning his disciples 
who were sensiti,•cs (;\lark xiii. 2i) he said : 'And when 
they lead you to judgment, and deliver you up, be not 
anxious beforehand what ye shall speak, but whatsoever 
shall be g-iven you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is 

} 
not ye that speak, but the Holy Spirit.' In Matthew 
x. 20, it is written, ' The spirit of your Father that 
speaketh in you.• 

( Mr. Myers claimed that ' spirit control .... is a 
normal .step fon\rard in the e\'olution of the race,' and 
he says: ' I claim that a spirit exists in man, and that 
it is healthy and desirable that this spirit should be thus 
ca.pable of partial or temporary dissociation from the 
organism; itself then enjoying increased freedom and 
vision, and also thereby allowing some departed spirit 
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to make use of the partially \'acated organism for the 
sake of communication with other spirits still incarnate 
on earth.' (S.P.R. •Proceedings,' Vol. XVII.) 

Inspirations are gi\'en by a second process known as 
automatic, involuntary, passive, or control writing, in 
which the scnsith·e or medium holds the pen or pencil, 
and the resulting communications are, as a rule, without 
conscious mentation. \Ve all appreciate th.at mo.st 
instructive and thought-inspiring book, • Spirit Teach
ings,' produced in this way, through the mcdiumship 
of the late Mr. Stainton ;\foscs, the former editor of 
• LtGllT •• 

There is a third supernormal means or obtaining 
communication from the im·isible, that is psycho
graph)", or direct writing, which is produced without 
the use of the medium's physical hand. You remember 

\ 
the statement in Daniel v. 5 : ' In the same hour came 
forth the fingers or a man's hand and wrote O\"er against 
the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the 
king's palace, and the king saw the part or the hand 
that wrote.' I ha\·e seen :a; partially materialised hand 
mo,•ing articles on a table, but I ha,·e not seen it write. 
I have met, however, many intelligent people who have 
witnessed the production of this kind of script, and in 
some instances they have told me that they saw a pencil 
writing in the ordinary position, as if held by an in
visible hand. In that remarkable book, 'Spirit 
\Vorkers in the Home Circle,' bv :\Ir. Morell Theobald, 
you will find records of many such writings. Now, 
whate,·er be the source of the so-called inspirational 
communication, or method of its production, if ' holy 
men of God spake as they were mo,·ed of the Holy 
Spirit ' (I I. Peter i. :n ), or if our present-day mediums 
are mm-ed by some influence outside of themselves, the 
resulting messages :ilways possess indications specific 
enough as a rule to determine through what instru
mentality they come. \Ve arc not bound to accept as 
divine truth all communications gfren bv an ancient 
or modern seer, because he chooses to ascribe to some 
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exalted personality what, perhaps, may have originated 
in his own deeper self, or from some discarnate intelli
gence external to his own ; so that a ' Thus saith the 
Lord • prefaced to any communication does not neces
sarily guarantee its di\'inc origin. Many such 
messages are scarcely worthy of ordinary human 
intelligence, and indeed may not be in accordance with 
fact. Therefore all so-called ' inspired ' writings must 
be submitted to critical investigation, ·as is being done 
at the present day by ' higher criticism ' in regard to 
the Gospels. Looking at the inspirntion of the Gospels, 
as we intelligently can do, we place them on a truly 
scientific basis, though perhaps not in so exalted a 
position as ordinary orthodoxy demands. From these 
records, whether inspired or not-and this it is not my 
function to determinc-\·arious views or Jesus have 
been entertained. It is the controversies in relation lo 
these different views that ha,·e caused the unfortunate 
sectarianism that has been, and is to-day, destroying 
the effect of the real spiritual insight and the religion 
of Jesus Christ, whose life shines out in all its sublimity 
from the pages of tile New Testament, e\"en through 
the mists of lci;end and mythology. 

I trust, before this generation passes away, we shall 
have, instead of the many sectarian churches with their 
medirernl theology, free temples of religion and wor
ship, in which creeds arc subordinated to spiritual 
Yitality, "·ith manifestations of those • -;piritual gifts ' 
described by Paul, which, alas ! are ·not app:irent in our 
Churches to-day. 

First, Jesus ha.o;; been regarded as a ' God,' or ' God 
of very God• (at least the cre<?d of the orthodox 
Churches make this statement), or one person of a 
'Godhead,' whatever that term denotes or connotes. 
l, as 3J truth-seeker, object to the use of terms profess
ing to be explanatory, which arc themselves indefinable, 
or even unimaginable. Canon Gore-now Bishop of 
"\Vorcester-in his book ' The Creed of the Christian '
and he, I presume, is to be regarded as one of the best 
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authorities in the Church of England-does not help us 
when he says that ' the disciples came to believe in his 
Godhead through their experience of his manhood,' and 
further, •This Jesus of Nazareth was the Eternal Son 
of God, Himself Very God, the Second Person of the 
Blessed Trinity.• He continues: ' It seems to some 
people hard of belief. But we must never forget that 
this Son or \Vord of God who was made man in Jesus 
Christ, was, and is, also present in all his creation and 
in all his creatures' (p. 36). Here it seems to me the 
Bishop of \Vorcester mixes up the individual Jesus of 
Nazareth, who lived his life on earth, like other highly
gifted psychics, and was a persona or aspect of the 
divine essence, with the doctrine of the Logos, which is 
set forth in the Gospel according to John, with other 
metaphysical speculations connected with the Great 
Gnostic mo\'ement, which was occupying the world of 
thou~ht in the second century. The term trinity, as 
applied to a Lheological dogma, was never used till the 
time of Tertullian, after 150 A. O., and it was perhaps 
about this time when the inversion of ' the Son of God ' 
was made into 'God, the Son '-a view that did not 
exist in the apostolic times. 

The differences in theological views have always 
arisent it seems to me, from an attempt to define the 
indefinab1et and from the use of terms which have not 
been accurately defined, as to their meaning, or the 
underlying conception has not been accepted by common 
consent. If precise terms be employed, or the exact 
meaning of them be agreed upon, much difficulty would 
be removed from the pathway of those who are earnestly 
seeking after truth. \Vhcn, for instance, we use the 
term, ' God,' I apprehend the absolute is meant, or, 
according to Spencer, that ' Infinite and Eternal Energy 
from which all things proceed.' 

Nowhere in the synoptic Gospels, so far as I know, 
did Jesus affirm that he was God, or was equal with God. 
He truthfully could say, ' The Father is greater than 
I,' thus recognising his filial relationship to the Supreme 
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•Over-Soul.' He also, with good reason, could .pro
daim his oneness with the Cosmic or God-Conscious
ness: • I and the Father are one '-a state of spiritual 
allegiance, characteristic of all the great Souls of the 
race. 

Seoondly, he has been regarded as the high-water 
mark of humanity-that is, man at his best. I should 
like to read an extract from Mr. Stopford Brooke, who 
may be taken as representing the higher grade of 
Unitarianism. In • Jesus and l\lodern Thought ' he 
says:-

• or the two doctrines, one of which maintains that 
Jesus Christ is God, and the other that he was a man 
like ourselves, ,.,.e hold here the latter. The first pre
dicates the miraculous. It is not according to reason 
that the absolute God and a man who lived and died as 
we live and die, should form one person, and when we 
hear it, we say, "If this be true, it is unique in exper
ience; it never occurred before in man's history. It is 
not likely to occur again." This is indeed the very 
thing that the orthodox declare. This traverses, they 
say, all e~~perience, and it was needful for our sah"ation 
that it should do this. Man is naturally sinful, the 
Redeemer must be sinless; he must be different in kind 
from man. Jesus could not then come into the world 
as other men come, or leave it as other men do. At the 
points of his birth and his resurrection he is not as we 
are. Being himself miraculous, all that belongs to him 
is miraculous. Nevertheless, we are also told by the 
churches that "His human nature was at one with ours, 
and that he was at all points tempted as we are." This 
preservatiQn of ordinary humanity alongside of complete 
Divinity seems a greater miracle even than the Incar
nation, and the attempt to explain how this could be, 
has employed and strained the subtlest intelligences for 
many centuries. "Vanity of vanities" we cry, as we 
read the infinite labour wasted on this question. Faith, 
brought to the rescue, may accept the doctrine, but the 
moment reason takes the hand of faith and both look at 
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it, it seems as if we caught no sight of a real thing. "He 
was not then," we say, "really at one with us all. His 
personality must differ radically from ours. The temp
tations he suffered seem fictitious, if he could not sin; 
if there were no struggle of the will against wrong
and there could not be if he were God-he cannot have 
been truly like a man.'' ' 

Thirdly, by some thinkers to-day Jesus of Nazareth 
is regarded as a myth. Thus a most distinguished 
rationalist, Mr. John M. Robertson, in his book, 
' Christianity and Mythology,' p. 303, says:-

'There are data, both miraculous and non-miraculous, 
in the Christian Gospels, held by Christians to be 
historical, and held even by some naturalists to be 
either historical, or at least accretions round the life 
and doctrine of a remarkable religious teacher and 
creed-founder, which are really mere adaptations from 
myths of much greater antiquity; and accordingly the 
alleged or inferred personality of the Founder is under 
suspicion of being as mythical as that of the demigods 
of older lore.' 

And further he avers that-
• °"'hen every salient item in the legend of the Gospel 

Jesus turns out to be more or less clearly mythical, the 
matter of doctrine equally so with the matter of action, 
there is simply nothing left that can entitle anyone to a 
belief in any tangible personality behind the name.' 

It is not my function to criticise this view, were I 
qualified to do so. I may say, however, that I believe 
it is impossible that a fictitious character, embodying 
all the salient and essential features of the physical and 
psychic history of Jesus, could be created by the writers 
of the time, and, therefore, l am convinced that there 
must have existed an original, possessing extraordinary 
or ultra-normal powers. When the records of these 
powers arc investigated, as you Spiritualists can do, 
according to the methods and knowledge of to-day, it 
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is not difficult to realise the existence of such a magni
ficent and unusua] personality. No doubt in the post
apostolic time, the man Jesus merged into the mythical 
Jesus Christ, and most of the dates and symbols of 
solar myth were incorporated with the history of the 
individual; and many of these continue to this day, for 
example, the anniversary of the birth of Jesus is 
celebrated on the .z5th of December, connected with the 
winter solstice, as were the birthdays of the Egyptian 
saviours, Osiris and Horus, and the Persian god 
Mithra, and many others. 

It ~s rather difficult to gather from the writings of 
prominent Theosophists what is the exact view held 
regarding Jesus of Nazareth. It seems a kind of 
substitution of personality-the man Jesus giving up 
his pure body to a ' mighty indwelling presence.' 
They claim that interesting information regarding him 
has been obtained by clairvoyant rctrocognition, 
especially with reference to the period of his life between 
the twelfth .and thirtieth year; but I must refer you to 
Mrs. Annie Besant's extraordinary book, ' Esoteric 
Christianity,' and Mr. Leadbeater's work on 'The 
Christian Creed,' for first-hand information. 

Jn regard to so-called miracles-the crucial problem
there arc two texts of the New Testament which might 
be taken as forming the basis of the Spiritualist posi
tion : one from the discourse of the apostle Peter (Acts 
ii. 22) 1 ' Ye men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by mighty 
powers and wonders and signs which God did by him in 
the midst of you, e'·en as ye )'Ourselves also know' : and 
the reported statement of Jesus (John xi,·. 1~)-' He 
that bclie,•cth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also, and greater than these shall he do, because I go 
unto my Father.' 

These texts, I think, warrant me in proceeding by 
critical methods to take up the functionings of Jesus, 
which are popularly termed miracles. The word 
miracle is a very misleading term when loosely used, 
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aod its meaning not thoroughly understood. It 
simply means a wonderful thing, and does not imply a 
violation of natural law, as is usually assumed. There 
has never been a miracle in that sense, but an unusual 
event may be and often 1s, as I believe, an instance of 
a law not yet generally recognised. It is well to re
member th.at a law is a generalisation Crom observed 
phenomena, and may be defined as a theoretical prin
ciple deduced from observation and experience. 

Twenty years ago two books were written from the 
Churchman's point of view, which influenced my mmd 
in regard to the question of miracles. These were the 
Boyle Lectures of 1884, delivered by Professor George 
Herbert Curteis, called ' The Scientific Obstacles to 
Christian Belief,' and the Bampton Lectures of 1884, 
by the late Archbishop Temple, ' The Relations between 
Religion and Science.' These two books showed great 
breadth of \'iew, and contained many noble thoughts, 
which have, howe,·cr, been amplified and transcended 
by my spiritualistic in\'estigations. Thus, in reference 
to miracle, Professor Curteis snid: '\Ve may (and we 
must) concei\·e that it, too, is but the fragmentary arc 
of some vast cur\'e, whose "law" may not be known 
to us, but is certainly known to God,' and further, in 
referring to investigations, he says: •As men of sense 
and modesty, we begin at once to conform our ways of 
thinking to the new environment amid which we find 
ourselves, and to readjust our too narrow theories to 
the newly ascertained facts.' 

I wish leaders of religious and philosophic thought 
to-day would readjust their ' narrow theories ' and 
attempt to find out for themselves by reading and 
personal investigation the facts of Modern Spiritualism. 
But this attitude is rare. If they did, we would have 
fewer prejudiced criticisms and one-sided conclusions, 
derived, too manifestly, from secondhand and perverted 
eddence. 

I was astonished to observe the attitude of a well
known liberal-minded teacher in Oxford, and a writer 
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in the ' Hibbert journal,' Professor Percy Gardiner, 
who, in his Jowett Lectures, delivered two or three 
years ago, in the Passmore Edwards Settlement in 
London, said, in discussing the subject of miracle: ' It 
is held by some that the experiments of Modern 
Spiritualism have tended to obliterate the line of dis
tinction between the natural and the miraculous in this 
visible world-have shown that spiritual force may act 
directly on matter. And persons of sound judgment 
have thought that these experiments may compel us to 
reverse our views as to the miracles of early Chris
tianity.' So far so good; but he adds: ' I do not like 
to speak of the phenomena of Spiritualism, because 
there is much difference of opinion in regard to them, 
and in any case they are mingled with much absurdity 
and much ·imposture.' 

I found in that somewhat advanced religious paper, 
' The Christian Commonwealth,' a few weeks ago, a 
lengthy repot"t of a. lecture delivered on October 2nd 
last by the Rev. Principal Fairbairn, D.D., of l\fans
field College, Oxford, on • The Miracles of Christ.' 
Principal Fairbairn is a ,·cry· distinguished fellow
countryman of mine, and I naturally expected to find 
some enlightenment from such an authorit}'. I was 
sadly disappointed while reading six and a-hal£ 
columns, to find that the extraordinarv occurrences in 
the life of Jesus were scarcely touched upon. He 
adroitly turned away from these and said, • I intend now 
to assume that Jesus was himself a miracle.' He 
stated that •Jesus never did for himself any great 
miracle.' 'He had too consciously within him the 
orderly elements of Nature '-whatever that may mean. 
He continues, ' All his miracles were for men, and only 
for men.' The Principal seems not to be aware that 
this iis the pre\•ailing characteristic of sensitives to-day. 
They usually get wonderful things for other people, but 
little or nothing, as a rule, through their own unusual 
powers, for themselves. 

Principal Fairbairn is not unique in his ignorance of 
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present-day psychic ·investigation and its results, for 
in the same copy of that paper, the much-talked-of Rev. 
R. J. Campbell, while showing, in regard to previsions, 
that he is in advance of the ordinary clergyman, is 
certainly unacquainted with our modern psychical re
search methods on scientific lines. 

These prominent men, and such as these, are repre
sentatives of a large class of non-investigating, more 
or less prejudiced people in all grades of life, who are 
ignorant of what has been observed. Instead of 
reading, without prejudice, the records of careful 
investigators, as Sir "William Crookes, Dr. A. Russell 
Wallace, Dr. Richard Hodgson and others, and then 
investigating for thcmsekes, they criticise the spiritual
istic position without personal knowledge, or they 
simply ignore it. 

In criticising the statement that Jesus was himself a 
miracle, it is necessary to look at the story of his birth, 
and the belief which has for so long existed, that he was 
different in origin from other children of the race-that 
he was born of a Virgin 1\Iother, but without an earthly 
Father. 

Now this is a. point which requires critical investiga
tion from the scientific standpoint, because, be it 
remembered, we are not dealing with a matter of faith, 
but with statements as to a family or tribal history. 
Before giving any heed to a supernormal partheno
genctic or virgin generation, I, as one trained in the 
methods of Science, must first look at the report em
bodying the only natural process at present known in 
the human species. 

In reading the first chapter of Matthew, and remem
bering that the special object of the treatise bearing that 
apostle's name was to prove that Jesus of Nazareth was 
the expected Messiah, I find it opening with an elabor
ate genealogy of Jesus, tracing him from David and 
Abraham. 

Matthew i. I I says : ' The book or the generation of 
Jesus Christ,' and verse 16 says: ' and Jacob begat 
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Jotieph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus.' 
Mr. F. C. Conybeare, M.A., in the first part of' The 

Hibbert Journal,' October, 19021 discusses this 16th 
verse, and also writes a special article in ' The Daily 
Chronicle ' of 22nd June last, in which he says, 
referring to the Virgin birth :-

• The only chapter of the New Testament which 
attests this miracle is Matthew i. But here the effect 
of the last seven verses is marred by the recent dis
covery of the original form of verse 16, which is this, 
"Jacob begat Joseph, and Joseph bcgat Jesus." ' 

For my present purpose it may be one or other read
ing. It certainly is the genealogy of Joseph, but 
according to the verses 18 and 251 if these contain a 
record of real events, he was in no sense whatever the 
father of Jesus, the child of Mary, for, according to 
verse 18, ' Before they came together she was found 
with child of the Holy Ghost,'-(£" 1n1EUIJlLTO~ Q,ylov} 
out of, or of, pure spirit. 

I hold that this Incarnation story and the genealogical 
record arc distinctly at variance, and those who support 
this mir~1culous birth story are on the horns of a 
dilemma. I ask, as a truth-seeker, how can any 
Biblical scholur, in the Church or outside of it, with any 
show of reason pretend e\"Cn to sec a semblance of 
agreement? If he be not the son of Joseph, as the 
newly-discovered reading shows, then the whole table 
is absolutely absurd in proving his descent from David 
and Abra.ham. Some say, 'Oh, it is not really Joseph's 
at all, for according to the Jewish law a woman 
betrothed to a man becomes of his family, and her 
genealogy is legally his, therefore, it is Mary's.' But 
we h<we to compare the genealogy gi,·en in Luke iii. 23 : 
'And Jesus himself, when he began to teach, was 
about thirty years of age, being the Son (as was sup
posed) of Joseph, the son of Heli.' In Matthew 
obsen·e that the father of Joseph was named Jacob. 
Joseph coulcl not have two fathers, Jacob and Heti. 
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May this genealogy in Luke be Mary's? If so, then 
Jesus had two grandfathers, and this fact removes any 
intellectual difficulty. Here I must point out that in 
Matthew, the Son of David through whom the descent 
is traced, is Solomon, whereas in Luke the Son of 
David is Nathan, therefore there are two distinct lines 
from David. 

In studying comparative religions and mythology, 
stories of virgin mothers are not uncommon, and these 
are all discarded by the Churches as historically untrue, 
save the isolated instance of Mary. It is well, I think, 
to bear in mind the admission of the paternity of her 
son which Mary made, as recorded in Luke ii. 48-
, Thy father and 1 sought thee sorrowing.' And what 
is to be said of the contemporary belief recorded in 
Matthew xiii. 55?-' Is not this the carpenter's son?.' 
There is also the apparently honest statement in Luke 
ii. 41-' And his parents went every year to Jerusalem,' 
and also in the thirty-third verse, ' And his father and 
his mother were marvelling at the things. which were 
spoken concerning him.• I may here note that in the 
Authorised Version the translators, being so imbued 
with the Virgin birth theorr, substituted the name 
Joseph for ' his father,' which occurs in the Greek, but 
it is given correctly in the Re\'ised Version of 1881. 

I have found in my investigation of sensitives that 
there is often a history of supernormal power occurring 
in successive generations. The parents of Jesus, 
according to the records, had psychic experiences ; thus 
in Matthew i. w-' Behold a messenger {ayyeXo~) of 
the Lord appeared unto him m a dream,' and in Luke 
i. 32, Mary has a psychic manifestation-a messenger 
named Gabriel appears to her and she hears the direct 
voice. I am bound to point out that the sequel was 
not quite in accord with the terms of the message, 
verse 32-' And the Lord Cod shall give unto him the 
throne of his father Da"id.' 

The s~alfed miracles of Jesus have formed a 
stumbling-block to the acceptance by many people of 
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- high moral, ethical, and spiritual doctrines which 
taught and exemplified in his life, because of the 
edibility of the statements in the Gospels, and be-

"use unfortunately, they have been so mixed up with 
.r.,-=- conception that they constitute proofs of a deified 

sooality. Their investigation has, therefore, on the 
e.De hand, been avoided by scientific students, who 
~ard them as mere legendary accounts, unworthy of 
oritical attention, and on the other hand, so-called 
llq!igious persons have regarded the!11 as of ' super
:natural ' value, to be accepted by faith alone, and not 
~ intellectual assent. 

We are now living in an age of true science, and 
any phenomenon having been manifested on the 
physical plane, and a belief founded thereon, must be 
able to stand the strain of criticism. I hold, therefore, 
that we are justified in submitting the records to exact 
scrutiny. We shall find that the spiritualistic facts of 
to-day indicate an identity, or similarity to those ultra
normal phenomena in the life of Jesus. This seems to 
some people a blasphemous assertion, for it is often 
observed that mediumistic powers manifesting to-day 
have no necessarily intimate connection with ethical or 
spiritual pre-eminence. We find, however, that in 
cases where those unusual gifts exist, .if the higher 
phases of character be cultivated, the resulting mani
festations are more reliable and of a more exalted order., 

The large proportion of the miracles of Jesus consist 
of healing. In the Oxford ' Helps to the Study of the 
Bible,' you will find the miracles classified, and out of 
thirty-six there are twenty-three records of healing. 
The injunctions which were given by Jesus to his twelve 
disciples (Matthew x. 8), after telling them to preach, 
saying-, ' The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,' included 
' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast 
out demons.' Those to-day who claim to be the suc
cessors of these primitive disciples do not attempt to 
carry out these commands. We have plenty of preach
ing, but no manifesting in the churches, of the gifts of 
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healing by the same spirit mentioned by Paul (I. Corin
thians xii. 9). The Christian Scientists have done much 
to draw attention to the existence of psychic healing. 

I do not intend to go over those twenty-three recorded 
heatings, because to attempt an analysis and discussion 
of them scientifically would require more definite records 
than we possess, but to anyone who takes the trouble 
to find out the many remarkable records of healing 
effected at the present time by 'Christian Science,' 
' psycho-therapeutics,' ' spiritual healing 1 ' ' mental 
healing,' 'faith healing,' 'hypnotism,' 'suggestion,
conscious und sub-conscious,' ' absent treatment,' 
' vita-magnetic healing,' ' animal magnetism,' ' mes
merism,' ' vril,' &c., it is useless to deny that some 
such results may have happened, although one cannot 
scientifically explain them without knowing all the 
details. I admit that orthodox medicine may too 
rigidly adhere to the mere physical aspect of disease 
and its materialistic treatment, but I rejoice to know 
that there are many to-day in that noble profession who 
are sufficiently eclectic not to limit their means of doing 
good to the old methods, but recognise that the true 
man is the invisible divine essence manifesting through 
a physical organism, and while doing the best they 
know of for that organism, do not despise Nature's 
finer forces. 

I know that there exists in many individuals a 
personal something, call it 'magnetism' or what you 
like. l am sure we have all experienced ai certain 
feeling, not easily described, in the presence of an 
impressive personality. I know in certain cases the 
' laying on of hands,' personal contact, or the making 
of passes over afflicted persons, relieves pain, and I 
have seen certain cases in which physical changes have 
been effected, and results brought about equalling some 
of those recorded in the early Christian documents. I 
may say, that I have had some notable instances of the 
diagnosis of obscure diseases by clairvoyant and 
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psychometric investigationt in many cases confirming 
diagnoses made by ordinary methods, and in some 
superseding our normal means. 

A necessary condition for successful psychic healing 
in most of the records, was what is called faith. It is 
the Greek word .,,.[aTt;; whicht with an individual as 
the object, means trustt and comes from the verb 
•1u;l8op.at, to be prevailed upon, won over, or per
suaded, thus indicating a sympathetic rapport between 
the healer and the patient. The results of Jesus the 
healer were interfered with by this want of faith, for in 
Matthew xiii. 58 it is said : ' He did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelieft' thus showing 
that he demanded the existence of good psychic con
ditions to bring about therapeutic effects. 

The word demon (Greek oalµwv ), often employed in 
the Gospels, docs not necessarily mean a devil or evil 
spirit, but is a term used in the literature of the time to 
indicate the spirit of a dead man, or departed soul, e.g., 
departed or gone away from the physical body, or the 
real man stripped of his corporeal envelope. Those 
described as obsessing or controlling individuals were 
no doubt unde\'cloped spirits. As a matter of experi
ence to-day we find among sensiti\'eS, that there is a 
larger proportion of less hig-hly ernh-ed entities, who 
are the controls or ' familiar spirits,' gi,·ing more or 
less fantastic names, than hi~hly exalted spirits. 
Sometimes we have, however, spirits of a high order as 
communicators, and in my experience I ha,·e found that 
these more developed spirits sometimes require to 
employ the less e\·olved as mediums, when sending 
messages from the other side of life, especially if a 
considerable interval of time has passed since quitting 
earth-life. You will often find expressions of dis
appointment among many who begin to investigate, 
and are henceforth repelled, because of the apparent 
triviality of the communications. Thus the late Pro
fessor Huxley said : ' Supposing the phenomena. to be 
genuine they do not interest me. If anybody would 
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endow me with the faculty of listening to the chatter of 
old women and curates in the nearest cathedral town 
I should decline the privilege, having better things lo 
do, and if the folk in the spiritual world do not talk 
more wisely and sensibly than their friends report them 
to doJ I put them in the same category.' 

I As more Sinners than ScUntS haVC passed the portals 
t of death, and the less evolved apparently linger near 

the borderland, as I know from my investigatioos in 
1 haunted houses, one is not astonished to find evil, 

malicious entities controlling, or attempting to control 
sensitives. I have on more than one occasion found 
it necessary to 'cast out,' or prevent an evil influence 
taking possession of a medium, and the more sensith·e 
and Jess positive the medium, the greakr is the liability 
for a spirit influence of a low order to enter: and it is 
well to remember that often undeveloped entities arc m 
groups; see Matthew xii. 45, ' Then gocth he, and 
taketh with himself seven other spirits more evil than 
himself, and they enter in and dwell there'; and l\fark 
v. g, ' \Vhat is thy name? And he said unto him, My 
name is Legion: for we are many.' This is one of the 
dangers of spiritualistic practices, and is a serious risk 
that those ignorant of the laws or spirit control run in 
developing mcdiumship. \Vhat is called the tempta
tion in the wilderness, related of Jesus in Matthew iv. 
1-11, l\fark i. 12-13, and Luke i\'. 1-1.:i., is a very difficult 
subject to the ordinary readers of the records. Some 
time ago a medium of my acquaintance had a peculiar 
experience, which gaYe me a clue to the understandinR", 
in some measure, or the story of the temptation. This 
sensitive was about to de\·otc more time, at the instiga
tion of the ordinary guides, to psychic development, 
especially for the spread of the higher teachings of 
Spiritualism, and had manifested great powers of pre
vision when good conditions existed. At a particular 
crisis in life a strange influence assumed temporary 
control, and desired to utilise the powers in a lower 
direction, promising that much money could be made 

I 
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by betting on horse-racing, and to demonstrate the 
previsional powers, gave the winners of every race, 
prior to the event, during that week ; but that same 
higher impulse which could say ' Get thee hence, 
Satan,' was paramount, ~d rather than prostitute 
psychic gifts to mere material ends, the power was 
bravely devoted to the spread of the higher aspects of 
spiritual philosophy, in circumstances in which greater 
material comfort would have made ordinary life more 
easy. 

Rctrocognitions and previsions were given by Jesus, 
and in one instance at least he showed. according to 
the record in John iv. 16, the same liability to error as 
is often observed with present-day sensitives. It is the 
story of the Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus said 
to her ' Go, call thy husband and come hither.' ' The 
woman answered and said unto him, I have no hus
band.' Here, in his retrocognising, he got on the 
wrong line at first, and this apparent defect in his 
clairvoyance is quite on a par with what occurs with 
our mediums now. She sets him right, and he then 
goes back over her life's history. This can be done by 
sensitives at the present day, and had I time I could 
relate many an interesting experience of this variety 
of clairvoyance. His prediction, Luke xxii. 21, that 
one of his disciples would betray him was fulfilled, but 
the statement in the same chapter, verse 30, ' Ye shall 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel,' has 
not become history. He foresaw his denial by Peter. 

' 

the circumstances of his death, burial, and rising out 
of death. 

Previsions, or the acquisition of knowledge regarding 
C\'ents which have not yet happened, are to me very 
puzzling, and I have had many, through various 
mediums, of quite a personal nature and some of public 
interest. 

What could Jesus mean by the conversation with tiis 
disciples recorded in Matthew xvii. :.?O : ' re ye have 
fcith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
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mountain, Remove hence to yonder place ; and it shall 
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.' I 
know by observation and experiment, under test con
ditions, that ponderable matter can be transported by 
psychic power, having had several instances of articles 
conveyed from one room to another in my own house, 
the doors being shut, and that in good light with several 
electric lamps turned on; and different articles conveyed 
over half a mile on two occasions. These are technically 
called apports. Perhaps the multiplication of the { 
loaves and fishes may have been an example of this 
form of manifestation. 

Many of the extraordinary things done by Jesus are 
done to-day by our psychics. In Matthew xiv. 25 we \ 
find an account of Jesus walking at night on. the water. 
This is allied to cases of levitation and transport 
recorded of several well-known mediums in this genera
tion. The disciples thought that it was an apparition 
or phantasm, the Greek word being f/la11Tauµ.a, oot 
'TrJJWµ.a, 

Jesus in his psychic manifestations experienced 
opposition and misrepresentation, just as mediums do { 
to-day, and the ' mighty works ' performed by him were 
attributed by the critics of his time to diabolic agency, 
just as the wiseacres of the present do, who are ignorant 
of psychic laws, but being obliged to admit 'there is 
something in it,• that something they assert must be 
'the devil.• 

I have only time left to refer to the transfiguration 
and the re-appearance of Jesus after his bodily dissolu
tion, commonly called the • Resurrection.' 

In Matthew xvii. I. Mark ·ix. 2-g, and Luke ix. 28-36, 
you will find the records of the transfiguration. The 
'unco' guid ' opponents of Spiritualism aver that 
Jesus gave no countenance to such unholy proceedings 
as spiritualistic seances, but when you ask these bigoted 
people to read the Gospel records of this wonderful 
transfiguring and materialising seance, or what is 
better, read these to them and ask questions, you wilt 
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as a rule, soon discover that they had hitherto read 
these without understanding. Jesus selected Peter, 
James and John, who no doubt possessed psychic 
powers, for it is these same three who accompany him, 
and constitute the members of that remarkable seance 
at which the resuscitation of Jairus' daughter takes 
place. Being natural psychics, or developed by contact 
with that great and highly evolved personality Jesus, 
they are found to harmonise satisfactorily-one of the 
most important conditions to-day for success in any 
psychic investigation. They go up into a high moun
tain in order to have good physical conditions, with 
absence of turmoil, and freedom from interruption. 
Then there is the transfiguring of the face of the prin· 
cipal sensith·e, and the shining white garments so 
t."Ornmon in our seances to-day. Two materialised 
forms of individuals, Jong before passed away-Elijah 
and l\'Ioscs-are manifested. It is said ' they were 
talking with Jesus.' \\'hen conditions are at their best 
in our present-day materialising seances, we sometimes 
have the forms visible :md speaking at the same time. 
I have been present under such conditions. 

' Let us ma:ke three tabernacles, • sny the disciple5, 
' one for Thee, one for Moses and one for Elins. ' The 
usual clerical explanation of this is simply puerile, but 
one g-ets n clear conception of this statement by sub
stituting the word hut or hooth, \\ hich is placed in the 
margin. The Greek word is CTK11vor;, a hut or booth
the present-day word is cabinet-and I understand that 
the best results arc obtained when there is ,:i cabinet 
for the medium, and another for the materialised form 
or forms, so that the materialising substance and power 
are concentrated. There is the cloud which is the 
accompaniment of nearly all cases of materialisation. 
There is the direct voice, ' This is my belO\·ed Son.' 
The ordinary Churchman takes this to be the 'Voice of 
God,' without thinking what that assertion invoh•es. 
This is often the familiar way that spirit guides speak 
of their instrument. In Luke there is a prediction 
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indicated-' they spea;k of his departure or passing 
away which h~ was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.• 
I have had predictions given at such a seance; indeed 
the very fact that I am on this platform addressing an 
audience of sympathetic Spiritualists was indicated to 
me some years ago, at that time to me as unlikely a 
thing, as if some sensiti,·c told me to-night, that in a 
few years I would deliver an address to a meeting of 
occuJtists in India. 

It is interesting to observe that Peter and they that \ 
were with him were ' heavy with sleep.' I have sat in , 
seance with indh·iduals, possessing psychic powers, 
who were often very drowsy or slightly under control, 
while the principal scnsith·e was in a. deep trance. 
Notice carefully Mark ix. 9 : • He charged them that 
they should tell no man what things they had seen, save 
when the Son of man should ha\'e risen out of death.' 
Such warning as thrs is just as necessary t<HJay in 
order to save the psychic and his associates from the 
ridicule of the ignorant. 

The knowledge we h:l\ e to-day of the powers of 
invisibles to materialise or make thcmseh·es ,·isible and 
tangible, uncler proper conditions, has gfren us a 
solution of what is called the • supreme miracle, '-that 
series of phenomena, the post-resurrection appearances 
of Jesus. In Archbishop Temple's book, to which l 
have referred, he says: • It i~ quite possible that Our 
Lord's resurrection may be found hereafter to be no 
miracle at all in the scientific sense. ' This statement, 
taken alone, i-; noteworthy; but he proccedc; to expound 
it with the materialistic conception in his mind of a 
general corporeal physic."l.l rising at the ' last day,' 
expected by orthodox believers, forgetting apparently 
Paul's teaching, that there is a natural bocly and there 
is a spiritual body (I. Cor. X\'. 44), and that ' flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.' It is 
strange to note the absurdities that arc inseparable 
from the doctrine of a material resuscitation, and when 
these advocates recognise their absurd position, they 
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at once betake themselves to that haven of bigotry and , 
superstition, that • all things are possible with God,' 
unconscious, wilfully or othcnvise, that the workings 
of the Eternal have ever been manifested according to 
law, and that it is man's duty to investigate these Jaws, I 
and bring himself into conformity thereto. 

Read at your leisure the various records of the 
post-mortem appearance of Jesus, and the only 
explanation of these, in my Yiew, is the spiritualistic 
one. The descriptions given of these-including 
Paul's (who, by the way, is the only first-hand witness 
of the appearance of Jesus), and his non-recognition at 
times, indicate that it was his spiritual entity which 
was clothed with a temporary materialised body. 

It is said that Jesus appeared in different forms to 
different indi\'iduals (Mark XYi. r z). Such polymorphic 
appearances are found to-da)', and arc apparently due 
to the peculiar en\'ironmcnt from which the material is 
obtained to make manifest to sense perception, the 
spiritual body in a physical sheath or mask. r have 
witnessed on Se\'eral occasions, indications of imperfect 
and multiform materialisings. To those who have not 
had experience of this phase of manifestation, Madame 
d'Espcrance's book, • Shadowland,' and her pamph!~t 
on ' Materialisations,' are strongly recommended. 

I should like to have read the report of that wonderful 1 
series of materialisation phenomena through the 
mediumship of our good friend, Mr. George Spriggs, 
which took place in Cardiff in 18ii• and under some-
what similar conditions in Australia in 188z. The 
Cardiff seances were reported in the • l\fodium and .j 
Daybreak' of June 15th, 1877, and there you will find 
the record of the appearance of the spirit-wife of one 
of the circle, and a statement of facts almost parallel 
to those of the Gospel records of Jesus. (Vide Appen-
dix, p. 35.) 

These remarkable phenomena are, in my opinion, 
the best corroborative evidence of the story of the 
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aJ1auTaui~ of Jesus. 'this tenn, translated resWTeC
tion, does not imply resuscitation of the dead body, 
but simply a rising out of death. The record of the 
empty tomb may or may not be a historical fact, but 
to me personally that is no difficulty, as I have 
witnessed, under test conditions, the passing of matter 
through matter, and in daylight I have had experience 
of the disappearance of matter by psychic means. If 
a living body were transported from Highgate to 
Lamb's Conduit-street, as was my friend 1\'lrs. Guppy 
Volckman, then it is quite easy to suppose a dead body 
might be so removed. 

Luke represents Jesus as saying ' a spirit hath not 
flesh and bones as ye behold me having.' Yet in a 
short time he vanished out of their sight, just as I ha\·e 
seen a materialised form de-materialise which a few , 
minutes before was quite substantial. Jn the Cardiff 
seances on one occasion the form walked thirty-five feet 
from the cabinet, and then slowly clc-materialised in 
front of the cabinet. 

The relations of spant and body are certainly 
altogether mysterious, but we arc hoping much from 
the present-day im·csigation of radio-acli,·ity, and the 
relation of matter and cnerg-~· · 

Time foils me lo do justice to this most fascinating 
subj~ct. I should like to ~ay that ~ince im·cstigating 
Spiritualism I ha,·c better understood many of the diffi
culties in that library of Spiritualism and Occultism
the Bible, and as one who likes to do his own thinking, 
I have more fully appreciated the high ethical, moral, 
and spiritual instruction of that great Didne Teacher, 
being able to go back in imag-innlion to l';ilcsline, and 
form a more or less consistent conception of his 
wonderful life. 

I cannot close without referring lo those interesting 
'Fragments' of my friend Frederic \V. H. Myers, just 
given to the world. In his struggle for light he says : 
• I found ... the small sect of Spiritualists at that time 
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almost the only seekers or transmitters of knowledge 
from a field far wider than they knew.' He continues~ 
• My history has been that of a soul struggling jato 
the conviction of its own existence, postponing all else 
to the one questioo whether life and love sur..-ive the 
tomb.' 

I shall ne..-cr forget the joy manifested by him, when 
once in my company, we were priv-ileged to sec in the 
crystal the image of the face of a dear friend of his, 
who had many years before passed behind the veil. 
He remarked: ' \Vallacc1 I have been waiting for over 
twenty years for this conviction.' 

His final position he regarded 'as a scientific develop
ment of the attitude and teaching of Christ,' whom he 
looked upon ' as the incomparable Pioneer of all wis
dom that shall be learnt concerning unseen things.' 

Just a word in conclusion to you acti..-c workers in 
the spiritualistic mo\·cmcnt. \' ou ought always to 
remember that :-

. The truth shall e\·er come uppermost, 
And justice shall be done.' 

Some of you, no doubt, think that such a desirable l consummation is long- in coming. But let me remind 
you that the g-rcatesL psychic, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
highest Initiate of the Di,·ine Mysteries, whose history 
I have to-night tried to elucidate, closed his earthly 
career in seeming- failure and disappointment; but to
day, as perhaps 0ne\•er before, his noble example is the 
one grent stimulus to higher ideals of lifo and duty. 

You Spiritualists arc in possession of a truth which 
you are bravely disseminating, in spite of the jeers and 
ridicule of the ntlg-ar, and even of those in intellectual 
high places ; in spite Qf the opposition of sectarian 
prejudice, and the misrepresentation of the ignorant 
and the superstitious; and in the face of clerical self
sufficiency and undoubted obscurantism, so manifest in 
the piouc: platitudes one hears from a large proportion 

' 
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of the occupants of the pulpits in our land al lhe 
present day. 

You are undeterred, too, by the malignant attacks 
of newspapers and magazines, whose editors, with 
little or no regard for the promulgation of truth, close 
their columns to the insertion of any opinions but their 
own narrow and pen·erted views of the subject. They 
advocate open-mindedness and charity, only when 
these idca.s accord with their monetary interests. If 
they deign to take any notice of you at all, it is only, 
as a rule, in contorted and grotesque reports of your 
meetings, produced apparently by some budding 
journalist, ignorant of the \'cry clements of psychic 
philosophy. 

Great progress, however, is being made, and all 
interested in the spread of psychic knowledge oug-ht so 
to act as to present a united front to outside opposition. 
r hope some d;iy to see, instead of the many small 
societies at present existing, a J,!"rcat alliance of all 
psychic students. be they Theosophists, Psychical Re
searchers, Spiritualists, OccultisL._, or called by any 
other name. If C\ cry member would adopt the exact 
methods of the physical science of to-clay, and apply 
these to the gre41t problems on that mysterious border
land of matter and spirit, as has been done by such 
large-minded im,estil,!"ators n~ Fred. \V. H. !Hyers, 
Dr. Alfred Russell \Vallace, Sir \Villiam Crookes, Sir 
Oliver Lodge, Professor B:irrett ancl others, still 
grentcr results might be expcclccl. 

Thus employing modern sdcntific prec1s1on in 
obserdng- and recording the phenomena of the different 
phases of manifestation, combined with some dt>g-rec 
or that spirituality \\'hich overnowed in Jesus the 
Christ, ench member of a great spiritual society may
nay, will-become a harbinger of light and truth to 
many a weary soul, dissatisfied with the ordinarv 
orthodox presentation of only a blessed hope regardmg 
their loved ones who ha\'e passed beyond the veil. 
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E\•idcnce will he substituted for faith, conviction for 
hope, drear uncertainty will be dispelled by persona) 1 
communion; and when that day arrives every true 
spiritual worker will realise in some measure the joyfol 
feeling e~pressed by the poet :-

' The drying up a single tear has more 
Of honest fame than shedding seas of gore.' I. 

~I 
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Al'PENL>IX. 

MATERL\LlSATIO:\ PHENOMENA. 

(From 'The Medium a.od Daybreak,' Juno 15th, 1877). 

To the Editor. 

S111,-Tho wave of matenalisation pbeoomcna which soems 
just now to be pa~sing over the spiritualistic world has not 
left this locality untouched. Since Christmas last our private 
circle (for the purpose of whose meetings Mr. Lewis ha;; kindly 
set apart a room at his !esidence, Montgomery-terrace, Roath) 
has patiently sat two e\·enings ui every week for the develop
ment of these phenomena. I need not trouble you with the 
details of its gradual progress. You arc familiar with the 
• day of small things ' 1n these matter;;, the first few faint raps, 
then the appearance of the tiny luminous cloud moving and 
shifting to and fro, the growth of this cloud in size and distinct
ness as the power gets stronger, its gradually assuming more 
definite shape, and finally, alter a number of persevering 
iiittings, the debut from the cabinet of the fully materialised 
form, arrayed ill gracefully Oowing garments of dazzling white
ness. One ol the best possible proofs of the genuineness of 
spiritualistic phenomena 1s the watching their growth from an 
almost imperceptible beginning to the e:i:traordinary and 
substantial de\·elopmeuts which they afterwan.ls attain. 

Our circle is no promi=cuous one. There is no pecuniary 
element in our meetings, but simply the honest and divinely 
inspired desire for truth and spiritual knowledge. It is not c\•en 
instituted for scientific investii;ation and experiment (though I 
have every sympathy with circles honestly erected on this basis). 
Every sitting i3 emphatically a religious service of the most 
sacred kind. We do not, therefore, indulge in anything in tho 
shape of ordinary tests, but we have instead, as proofs of the 
reality of the phenomena, first, their gradual growth and 
e:xtension week afler week under our very eyes, and second (best 
test of all), the uied integrity and known incapability of deceit 
of the friend to whose mediumsbip we are indebted for our 
opportunities of observation, and the prO\•ed good faith of his 
controls during the past ci~htcen months. Al the same time 
our experience (which tallies with that of many others who 
have sat under tho iiame conditions) is that tho controlling 
intelligences have, voluntarily anrl unsolicited, favoured us 
with tests of genuineness and spirit identity of a more conclusi"6 
nature tbn.n any we could have ourselves devised. 

We have had the medium in view at the same time \vith tho 



spirit fom1: we have h;id direct writing in various :;1yles doue 
by the fonn wbile in lhe middle or the circle ! we have .iCCD 
two forms at once ; in tho one case those of au Indian maiden 
holding by her side a little child, and in the other case, those 
or a tall male figure bearing a child is his ara1s : the black 
baud of a little ludian girl has bcea hcqucatly protruded from 
the cabinet, and u:.cd in so.:h a way as to prove its complete 
llexibility : the substaotiality of lhc [orws l1as been proved to 
U.i by toucb, by their handling material objects in our sight iu 
the most decided way, stopping aod setting on the musical box, 
advaacins to the centre uf the cirdc aad stamping with tht: 
foot, ci;;hibiting tbtl bands, bare feet, and knee, ui.:~thing Gil 
the hand~ or the ,;itters, ~iui11g in the chair at the table and 
writing, and :;itting al thu argon, pr~~.,;iug down the bellows, 
and causing the notes to opeak. One of our spirit friends, the 
father of one c-f the sitters, is :u:cuslomed, after establishing 
the facl d hi ~ 11.'lllporarj matl'ri;1lity by pres;ing hca,•ily on the 
heads or lhe si~:.,.r~ and stril•ing thl'ir hands, to dcmatcriali~e in 
our ;ight, the head ;;wl:ing gradually until within abo;1t a foot 
of thu floor, where i1 remans until d1ss1pa1cd into" whit~. fleecy 
cloud. \\ hid1 slowh· drifts bark into the C" ; ~bin<.'I. Thi ... de:" 
matcnnlisaticrn is a "prnl'l that there i~ no tran~figurntion o thl' 
mcdmm of the: kind · )!..\. ' llhon) ha,, re,t!ntly w;·1tteu about. 
\\c ha\'C also had tho! d1rc · 1 ,-okc to a small exte nt, d ngl,• 
won.1~-n!lercd with r, rl"at dif.knlty-ha,•ing been heard and 
understooo on "'Cvcral OC'l"i! :'ion~. The rohc• 111 which the-;e 
forms a('j;~,ir " l'C a U!<lr\'c l in thcm=:r: IYC" • bcilll? or a brilliant 
whi1cnc s, withnut a . in~)~ <' rca~c. nnd " 1110 uf them contai11ing 
at the lowc;it c-<tlmale from l!ftccn tu twcntv yard~ of material. 
• Snowdrnp .. .. .. hl'·1' furl~ I ~ the lll;Ll~riahsation or ~h~\.'1;;, ha:' 
gi,•cn nq many c 11 n °i1i.; illu.~tration ~ o[ h<.>r art. The· e ~haw!~ 
arc matt•riah~cd ~ t!lt!t imc< in our \'icw outside the cabinet, and 
at oth.zr timt:' , m .;idt:'. ;>r,d ti l?n b rnught out, \\It:> ·c thr;y ~ro\v 
larger or di!Tini. h in onr i~ht. The\' arc ~omet;mco; of a thick, 
hca\'y texture, as we ha\·e ascertained by to11d 1 : at other titnc•; 
th<'V aTe ''cry larse and of a ~:i11z\·, ~cmi tram:parcnt appear
ance : nt other time~ lit.c l:icc of the 1110·.;t intricate pattern. 

The0 c> phc'lo•11cn~· . orc nrring ns a rule in a good liC'11t, ha,·e 
from tim(• to time bcc•1 \. 1tnc ~ed and can be tc:>tificd to by 
ahot!t t'" '·n ry.lh·c d ilicr<; t: pcr~on~. men and women of inlelli · 
i;:en-:c <!.nd ll j}l°i~ht?lr~s . " ·ho>c good faith, intc~rit}' and ability 
ta nb::ervc 011111 • jn<l~e for them,,ch-c-; it would l:c ridiculous to 
cnll !n <]11:>5tion; ~omc or them at first •cepticnl, but now h:ippilv 
numb'::'red among tht> fnithful. · 

\Yh:it v·ill onr orth'. dox friend.;, \\'ho :!re bound to believe 
thnt in thc- 1:1tmth of two or three witnc·«cs, not to mention 
twenty-five, ~hall C\cry woid bt> cstabli!'hed, say to this? 

Pp to lht> prc-ent timt• more tlinn a do7.cn distinct individu 
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a.lilies have ma.nifested them3elvc:., sometimes seven or e1ghl. 
in one evcorng, of both sexes, of all ages, from the ltttle child 
to the aged adult, aud exhibiting different physical pcculia1ille~ 
and marked mental distinctions. ::.omc of them ha\·e giveu 
tests of identity of tht: mo~l convincing kind, and among them 
arc rnduded relatives and friends ol the sitters, and fellow 
townsrul!u recently dt.'i'.eased. A;; before intimated, our seances 
are actual religious services. Every effort 1s made to impress 
the sitters with a consc1ousncss of the solcmuity of the occas100, 
so as to induce a properly reccpti\·e frame of miud. The cou. 
sequence is t11at our e\·enings arc harmonious, and therefore 
pleasant and succe,;~ful in the extreme. \\"c Lclic\·e in a policy 
of discrinunating cxd u<i\"eues_, . .°\u doubt ther" is a nece;sity 
in the present s1age of 1bt< mo,·ement for public and p<1id circles. 
Tho~e who arc fitted for this branch of work will 1:1ke it up 
But there is also a necessity for ~tm:tly private and select 
circles, where the ruad1t1on~ sh.:11 be rigidly kept by a numl>er 
of person;i \\ho meet tune aHE'r t1111c, without add1tioo to tht!ir 
number, in order that phl!nomcua \\ hich it is impussible to 
de\·clop ia more promi-cuou~ cirdc~ 1:i.1y be c11lt1\·a1,·d, and 
the re. ults giYen to th<' world through the pre· s by crcd1ble 
persons. This stimulate~ other circle;, by ~huwing what can 
be done, anJ it is in these circles th .. t de\'clopmcnt uf new and 
more advanced phenomena l<?kcs place, lla\'iug this policy in 
vie,o·. ,,.I! a r.:: c01 rc1ul r.:> tn the intn><ln.-1ion of strang..:rs. Only 
one at « time is adniit:cd, \\ho 111w<t not 1111lv be a frieud oJ 
one of the llll'mber' , but l:no\': n to be a pl•rscin fitted to enjoy 

·and prolit by the prh·ilcge. '.\lcrc sight:<ecrn, curiosity.mongers, 
bigoted ~c~tarians. and people ,·:ith 1~11fa,·011rable · dominant 
ideas,' we ha\'e no sympathy with, and such indi\'iduals might 
as well expect to g•a:sp tht' nwon as to t•nter the sacred precincts 
of our ' Temple of Light.' \\ e !:no-.·; the men and women who 
~uit u;;, and \•:hum \':e dct'!ll worthy to ha\'e the privilege con
ferred upon thc:n-thuse who arc thi rsting for spiritual en. 
lightcnmcn t, :rnd :ire not afraid :o f,.ce the truth nnd acknow
ledge it. It is no donbt tr.- this excl11si\'enc; s. whirh keeps the 
, .. ~i1dition ~ at a superior l'lnati•Jil, tha l we owe the adv;mced 
pl1enor11enn we obt;:in . \\"hen :inythi!l:! special is attempted, 
we arc obliged to ~hnl out ,·isitors o?ntircly. 

On the evening of Sunday, the 3rd inst. , our circle assembled 
under ~per.inlly stringent cnnditieil~. '' hich, with n \'icw to 
comoletcncss, I m<iy :lS well mention. ,·iz. :--·\bstinence from 
alcohol, tobac.co, nncl animal food throughout the dny-nn easy 
matter for us, since we nil. more or lei's. completely nbjure 
the!'e things-nb!iolntc fa~tin~ afte• the rnid-da\• mcnl, and the 
indulg-encc in a bath. n \'cry practiral sort of baptism, and no 
doubt ,~imilar to the origin, with the same special purpose in 
Yicw, ,,[ that 11(11•1 empty nml misnndcr:;tood ceremony prior to 



eu~nug tile cm.:lt:-rou111. '!'Jns pn:paiauon was in urdu lD 
easure the punty of the magnetic cma.nauons from the circle. 

The occa3ion was a solewn one, being no other than a leave. 
taluug between the members of the cucle and one-the beloved 
spint-w1fo of oue of the sitters, who passed from this earthly 
sphere some twelve mon~bs since-who has takell a prommcnt 
part iu these materialisation s~ances, and who was about to 
eoter a higher sphere. 

After the opening of the meeting by the reading of an 
in\:ocation and the ~lllging of a hymu, we waited pauenily until 
at length there issued irom the cabiuet and stood in our midst 
the fully materialised form of our spirit-friend, clad in robes of 
such snowy and dazzling whiteness as forcibly to remind us of 
the ' shining garments • of those other glorified spirits who, 
eighteen hundred year.> ngo, stood within the sepulchre. 
Taking from the table a bouquet of tlowers, she presented them, 
in turn, to so:ne of the sitter~ to inhale their fragrance, an 
offering symbolical of many bright and beautiful spiritulll 
trutm;. Then, as we stood up to rccch·c lier, she took from the 
table a platter' cootaining food in the shape of a few biscuits, 
and herself handed them round to those present one by one. 
Retiring a little di~tance she took up a small piece of cake and 
'did eat before us.' We then sat down, and she came round 
handiog us pieces of cake. Our spirit.friend then .;everal limes 
traversed to and fro the entire length of the room, and, to prove 
her substantiality, opened and shut the room door. After this 
she advanced again to the table, and, taking therefrom a 
tumbler containing milk, she ag.un passed round the room, 
banding the tumbler to each in succc5sion for the purpose of 
taking a sip of tho contents; in doing this she had several times 
to return to the cabinet to regain fresh power, but cventuallf. 
succeeded in favouring all the sitters in this way, she hersel , 
in each case, handing and receiving back the tumbler. Finally, 
she retired and stood a fow feet from the curtains, and, rai;iog 
the tumbler to her lips, was clearly observed to drink a portion 
of the remaining contents ; the sound of drinking was quite 
audible, and the gentleman to whom the tumbler had last been 
handed, ha\'ing noticed on his returning it that it was half full, 
stated that its contents had palpably diminished since our 
spirit.friend applied it to her lips. 

The solemn feast being over, our friend retired into the 
cabinet, and from thence rapped out a message that she would 
try and walk downstairs. It was found that at tho moment 
there was more light in the hall than tho temporarily 
materialised form could withstand safely; she, however, took 
the arm of Mr. Lewis, walked acros;; the room, pas~ed with 
him through the open door, up a few steps just outside, and 
across the upper landing as far as the door of a room opposite, 
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and then returned. Thi! distance between the cabinet and the 
point thus reached ha\•mg been measured is found to be about 
thirty.five feet. This extraordinary elTort was repeated. The 
fanlight in the hall bavmg now been darkened, our friend again 
took the arm of Mr. Lewis, and proceeded with him down.;tairs 
as far as the ball door (which we could bear touched) ancl back 
again. This is a distnnco of about fifty feel from the cab10et. 
This, too, was repeated. A third time the effort was made, 
but without the same success, the pQ.wcr becoming weak, and 
our friend having to retreat rapidly to the cab10et. During 
this e1':pcriment it was imperative 011 the i;ittcrs to remaiu 
seated, to avoid interfering with the magnetic cord hoking the 
mc!lium and the materiah~ed form together. 

After this, standing at the table in full Tiew, she gave throu~h 
the alphabet (the direct voice not lx>ing sufficiently di~hnct 10 
articulation to be intclligiblcl the follow1ng me sage :-' I shall 
go, after to-night, to a htgher sphere.' In answer to questions, 
she intimated that she had no hesitation wh11tever in passing 
through the change, that aherward5 1he could only come 
amongst us when the conditions were very superior, that Ibis 
change was analogous to the physical proce.>s of death, but 
without 1ts gloom and terror, and concluded with a message, 
• God bless you all. Go on tn the good work.' She shook 
hands with each one pre:!.ent (placin~ t wo or three of her 
finger~ in contact with the sitters, but not grasping hold) Ly 
way of farewell, and leading b• r husband to a \"2cant scat, 
which she placed beside her, embraced and lds~ed him. After 
having thus (like one of old) talked with us, eaten and drunk 
with us, shown the hand~ nnd the feet, and left her blessing 
upon our circle, she was parted from u&, re-entered the cabinet, 
and 'vani'lhcd out of our sight' Thu~ ended one of the most 
affecting and impressive st!ances I have ever bceo present at. 

The medium, as might be expected, exhibited indication« of 
considerably exhausted vitality. 

This lady, prior to her final a~censlon to a liigher sphere of 
usefulness and happine5s, has since shown herself to us again, 
walked downstairs into the hall, and shown herself to nnd 
touched a lady there. She has left messages in direct writing, 
which we have seen her execute:-' God's truth is bidden; 
search and you \\·ill find'; ar.d, specially for her husband, by 
way of consolation, the mes:mge :-' I am alwayi; with you, 
even unto the end,' and signed with her name. 

A more practical commentary upon the occurrence recorded 
in the last chapler of St. Luke's gospel than the above plain 
statement of facts (authenticated as below) I am unable to 
conceive. Who can fail to see the parallel, with the accom
panying modification necessarily caused by different locality, 
age, nationality, and surrounding drcum5tance!I? 



I cannot close this account without acknowledging our 
gratitude to the controlling intelligence~, whose goodness and 
earnestness m assisting us to demonstrate the reality of an 
alter liie and a spiritual sphere have been without limit, and 
to the gentleman whose mediumi~tic gifts had been generously 
p11t at our 5en·ice for the same purpose. 

Yours ;;iucerely, 

3, Guildford .:trcct, Cardiff. 
(Signed) A. j . SUART. 

We testify to the occurrence 111 our pre:;ence of the incidents 
above narrated. 

(Signed) 
Rus LEw1s. 
}Ait£s .:\. llouc;. 
• \[AR\' C. HoGc. 
s. F. WA\"I.ANU. 
EMMA WA\'l.AND. 

15, Kerrycroy.slreet, Cardiff. 

FLOllUKE \V,ULAND. 
TALLESIN WlLLIA~IS. 
:\[OSES \ViLLIAlfS . 
CllAllJ.F~ liAlCtll. . 
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