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PREFACE 

THEOSOPHICAL literature, from the outset of the great 
movement it inaugurated, has been largely concerned 
with previously unknown laws governing the origin 
and destinies of humanity, the birth and progres 
of worlds, the coherent design of the Solar Systen1 
and, in short, \vith the interpretation, in the light of 
knowledge till recently reserved for a very few, of the 
stupendous Divine purpose underlying physical mani
festation. :My own earlier books, The Occult 
fVorld and Esoteric Buddhis1n, forecast rather 
than embodied teaching along such lines, revealing 
the existence of those whom I called 11 the Elder 
Brethren of Humanity," who had risen above the level 
of generally current civilization, and thus had touch 
with the \visdom of the Divine Hierarchy. An 
cxperirn~nt was in progress to ascertain if ordinary 

· culture had attained a stage at which it \Vould appreci
ate a flood of ne\v thought relating to a science loftier 
than any dealing exclusively with phenomena per
ceptible to the physical senses, and in connection with 
that experiment I was privileged to receive a con
siderable volurne of infonnation relating to the early 
history of rnankind millions of years antedating the 
range of historical record; also to the concatenation 
of worlds and the ultin1ate destinies of our own. 

Though crude and incornpletc, this prclin1inary 
sketch of occult science and of the agency through 
which, though unknown to the rnultitude, the purpose 
of creation was being \vorked out on the phy~ical 
plmH~, thrilled the readers of the message all over the 
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6 Preface 

civilized world to an extent which gave rise to an 
organization, the Theosophical Society, which now 
covers Great Britain, Europe generally, and the 
United States of America with innumerable branches. 
Fresh teaching and information relating to the great 
subjects enumerated above has meanwhile been 
flowing into my hands, and much has been embodied 
in my book, The Growth of the Soul; also, since 
the publication of that book, in a large number of 
articles in reviews, pamphlets, and " Transactions" 
of the London Lodge of the Theosophical Society over 
which I preside. The present volume collects these 
scattered contributions to our super-physical know
ledge, still growing and expanding in its scope and 
value. At some later date the fundamental principles 
laid down in the earlier books, the illuminating inter
pretation of these in the essays now reproduced and 
further light on mysteries previously obscure, may 
constitute something resembling a complete spiritual 
science. But students need not wait for this result 
before assimilating the knowledge already acquired. 
During this life we are each of us " imprisoned in the 
five senses," and, though thought reaches out far 
beyond them, its range is limited by the capacity of 
the physical brain. In time that capacity will 
expand. Ideas easily grasped by the man of modern 
culture are beyond the comprehension of the savage. 
The improved intellectual mechanism of future 
generations \viii no doubt deal freely with conceptions 
which present culture cannot appreciate. Spiritual 
science, ho\vever, is an infinitude, and no attempt to 
interpret it in physical plane language will ever be 
more than suggestive and alluring. 

But it is equally true that human faculty on this 
plane of life will develop as time goes on under the 
influence of effort to expand its range. Unconsciously 
in most cases students of the spiritual science within 
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our reach will do n10re than profit by understanding 
it so far. They will have established a claim on 
Nature for improved vehicles of consciousness in 
later lives, and will have contributed to raise the 
level of human understanding. I am sure the ex
perience of many theosophists will show that within 
the limits of the current life ideas can now be easily 
handled in thought, which could not have been held 
in the mind during earlier periods of study. These 
may still defeat the resources of physical plane speech, 
but they forecast intellectual conditions that will 
ultimately outrun those resources. That state of 
things should be a stimulus to theosophical study in 
whatever direction it may tend, and few of the essays 
in this volume will be found destitute of hints that 
will attract thought into some new channel of 
spiritual, or, at least, of super-physical enlighten
ment. 

In no direction, as we press forward exploring the 
mysteries of Nature, may we expect to attain finality. 
Broad principles may be firmly established and at 
first they seem to be clearly outlined. Search for 
detail soon renders the outline shadowy without 
suggesting any distrust of the broad principle. For 
example, the most fundamental teaching of Theosophy 
in relation to current human life shows us Rein
carnation as essential to the spiritual growth of each 
Ego. · In one of the essays in this book on Theo
sophical Teachings liable to be Misunderstood, so 
n1uch detail is added to the original teaching on this 
subject that when we absorb this the broad idea 
without that detail seems as likely to mislead as to 
instruct. Earlier statements concerning the 
mechanism of the Solar System, the planetary chains, 
the successive " manvantaras," etc., were vivicly 
significant at first. They remain as revelations of 
natural truth that we can never lose touch with, but 
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surroundt.'d by the later interp~etation dealt with in 
sonte of the present essays, concerning the way in 
V\ hich the planetary chains are concatenated together 
aud the way in which the manvantaras expand and 
contract, the first sketches of the truth are seen to 
fail altogether in showing it illustrative of the 
beautiful symmetry and purpose of the Divine design. 
So1nc readers of the earlier books are too easily 
satisfied. The genuine occult student will never stand 
still. Henry V., preparing for battle at Agincourt, 
declared that: " If it be a sin to covet honour, I am 
the 1nost offending soul alive." And the occult 
student may think of knowledge-the true knowledge, 
the comprehension and appreciation of Divine mani
festation-in the same heroic spirit. 
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COLLECTED FRUITS OF 
OCCULT TEACHING 

THIS WORLD'S PLACE IN THE UNIVERSE 

RELIGIOUS emotion was, till recently, at war with 
science--especially indignant with astronoiny for 
disturbing primitive conc~ptions as to the way this 
world was first opened for business. I3ut a bold 
application of the principle that biblical language need 
not be taken at the foot of the letter gradually en
larged its interior meaning until the rotundity and 
annual revolution of the earth were fitted in to the 
story told in Genesis. Evolution as accounting for 
the human form then came within sight of a gloomy 
toleration-if lVIodernists insisted on it. That, how
ever, which religious emotion has not yet quite 
realized is the sublime truth that, the n1ore we are 
enabled to penetrate the deep n1ystcries of X ature, 
the more profoundly reverent we becornc in contein
plating the impenetrable infinitudes of that Divine 
Po\vcr vvhich operates alike in guiding the growth of 
protoplasm and the n1ajcstic rnechanisn1 of the Solar 
System. Critics \vho preferred-when Darwin first 
shattered the paraphernalia of n1cdieval theology, 
like a bull in a china shop-to remain on the side of 
the Angels, made the inunense mistake of supposing 
that the Angels (regarded as agents of Divinity) 
would be disestablished if we began to approach an 
understanding of the way they did their work. A 
view growing farniliar with so1ne students of Xature 
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1 2 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

involves the idea that even natural forces are the 
expression of conscious will on some exalted levels of 
spiritual potency; that the so-called " laws " of 
Nature are definite Divine enactments-not merely 
blind attributes of matter. And we can hardly begin 
to forrn a rational conception of the world's develop
ment under Divine control without including this 
idea in our thinking. 

The reconciliation of religion and science has been 
advancing by leaps and bounds of late, and " Seven 
1\len of Science," all of the foremost rank, recently 
published a collection of addresses frankly declaring 
their belief in God, as a fundamental idea underlying 
scientific study. The record of the old " Conflict " 
is no\v ancient history. But this result is not a con
clusion. It is only a beginning. The seven scientific 
leaders, quite in agreement as regards the main 
proposition, may be groping in various directions 
in the search for a definite mental picture of the God 
in whom they believe. Perhaps all would admit that 
the reality does not lend itself to the formation of 
a mental picture. Religion reconstructed on scientific 
principles must build up a conception of Divinity by 
working from below upward. The earlier fashion 
attempted to \vork from above downward. " In the 
beginning " certain things happened, we were told
by teachers who, quite reasonably in dealing with 
young people, ignored the idea that Eternity has no 
beginning. But now that embryology Inust be 
recognized as a method of creation when we talk about 
the hu1nan form we feel the need of an embryology 
as applied to planetary creation. And so \Ve come 
to recognize the subtle, mysterious laws of organic 
growth-not as displacing the Divine creative vVill, 
but as the agency by which it is fulfilled in physical 
manifestation. 

So by degrees, with help available at the present day,. 
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for those especially who realize that human conscious
ness can be reached by other channels of perception 
bcsioes the five senses, we reach the idea that Divine 
agency is worked out through an enormously elaborate 
and magnificent hierarchy of Spiritual Beings, beyond 
whom, in dazzling and (as yet) impenetrable mystery, 
there exists an incomprehensibly sublime Power, of 
whom the Sun may be thought of as the physical 
symbol. 

In the mental search for God we may pause at this 
stage of the effort. Human intelligence is more 
limited in its scope than early philosophers imagined, 
but is quite limitless as regards its expectations. It 
presumes to talk about the Divine power which 
accounts for the whole universe. Distant stars, 
though to be counted by millions and mostly gigantic 
comp~red with the star, or Sun, to which we belong, 
must come into the same creative scheme as the 
sparrows in Kensington Gardens. The Sunday School 
teacher can be content with nothing less than a God 
\vho is responsible for the :Milky Way as well as for 
the milky mothers of the field. And medieval 
painters have even presented us with his portrait. 
In some foreign gallery I have seen him included 
in a family group-the Father with a long beard is in 
an armchair with the Third Person of the Trinity 
as a pigeon perched on the back, and the Son in a 
chair of somewhat lesser dignity beside him. En
lightened Ineinbers of the English Church would 
generally be shocked at this grossly 1naterialistic 
presentation of the Divine :Mystery, forgetful of their 
own declaration of belief that Christ ascended into 
Heaven and " sitteth on the right hand of God, the 
Father Ahnighty." From The Fudge Family ·itt 

Paris we learn that a certain forcible expression, 
i1npossible in English, " doesn't sound half so shocking 
in French," and on the same principle an idea 1nerely 
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forn1ulated in words that no one stops to invest with 
a meaning is not half so shocking as the same idea 
dC'picted on canyas by rneans of oil colour. 

In the days of the old 11 Conflict " those who dealt 
with it-Draper and others-dwelt especially on the 
::>a\Tage ferocity with \vhich the early Church en
dcayoured to stifle astronornical discovery. Faith, 
at that ti1ne, might have been correctly described as 
11 the faculty that enables us to believe what we know 
to be untrue." It was endangered by the astronomical 
emphasis of the untruthfulness in question, but in the 
long run, as astronomy held the field, faith fell into 
line with discovery, and in spite of ecclesiastical 
opposition became ennobled in character. The God 
of a Semitic tribe might with an effort of imagination 
be fitted into an armchair. The God of a Solar 
System, including a central Sun many thousand 
ti1nes bigger than the Earth-and the orbit of~ eptune 
thousands of million miles in diameter-was in a 
different order of magnitude. And if we attempt 
to strain imagination by looking upward in thought 
at that inconceivable splendour, we may realize the 
futility of the effort by attempting to gaze directly 
with open eyes on a fine day at the physical Sun. 
Hun1an sight will not tolerate the unveiled light. 
Human understanding will not bring the God-idea, 
once cleared of blundering theology, to a definite focus. 

But astronomical discovery does not come to a 
:standstill eYen after rneasuring the orbit of Keptune 
and accounting for the canals of Mars, nor after 
attempting, however unsuccessfully, to set time 
lin1its to the radiant energy of the Sun. V/e are all 
agreed-though astronomy affords scope for disagree
rnent in son1e directions-that the \vhole Solar 
Systein-the Sun attended by his family of planets
is moving through space at about the rate of twelve 
to fourteen rniles per second. \:Vhither is it bound ? 
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Greenwich authorities would hardly yet venture on a 
definite reply, but we may if we like indulge, in 
connection with that question, in the fascinating 
pursuit known to science as " extrapolation "- the 
application to regions of thought outside the range 
of definite observation, of the assumption that la\vs 
operative within that range hold good to infinitudes 
beyond. Almost all the Heavenly bodies-quite ali 
if we merely except meteorites and some comets
move in elliptical orbits more or less closely approxi
mating to the circular form. Plainly, it is much more 
probable that the Sun's motion is in conformity with 
this general principle, than that it is a blind rush 
in a straight course, which would infallibly in the 
long run give rise to a cosmic catastrophe. If the 
uniformities of Nature are maintained, the Sun must 
be revolving in an orbit around some definite sidereal 
centre. Obviously such an orbit must be so vast that 
any measurable arc will appear to be a straight line. 

Now I must venture to outrun even extrapolation in 
the explanation I have to give. I have been permitted 
in the pages of the Nineteenth Century to maintain the 
position that, in the course of the present " Armaged
don," Unseen Powers embodying loftier knowledge 
than common humanity has yet reached are taking 
part in the struggle. Some of us in conscious touch 
\Yith them are sometimes with their help enabled 
to anticipate scientific discovery. In that way I 
was concerned, some dozen years before the dis
covery of Radium, with anticipations relating to the 
constitution of matter, ultimately verified by that 
discovery and subsequent work based upon it. 
Happily those anticipations were published at the 
time, so their character as a successful forecast is not 
open to dispute. In another direction certain future 
conclusions in connection with astronomy may be 
anticipated in their turn. The centre around which 
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the Solar System is gravitating will be found to be 
the star Sirius. Common knowledge gives us an 
approximate measure of some stellar distances. The 
figure accepted by astronomers for the moment as 
the distance of Sirius, taking " light-years " as the 
unit, is 8.8, or call it eight and three-quarters. A 
light-year is the distance light crosses in a year, 
moving at the rate of I 86,ooo miles per second. So 
it would be inconvenient to give stellar distances in 
miles. 1ioreover, there is a wide margin for possible 
errors in calculations concerned with the parallax of 
stars. Perhaps it will be found that Sirius is a bit 
farther off than the currently accepted calculation 
assumes, but anyhow the real distance is in the same 
order of magnitude. Estimates of the size and 
luminosity of Sirius vary very widely-from 300 to 
1000 times the size and brightness of our Sun, but 
either guess fits in with the main idea to be grasped. 
Obviously our Sun cannot be the only one that revolves 
around Sirius. Directly that idea is appreciated, 
we realize that Sirius must be the central sun of a 
vast system, in which such suns as ours must be, to 
Sirius, what the planets are to our Sun. 

That this is so, can only be ascertained definitely 
by those in touch with sources of information not yet 
within general reach, but at all events, meanwhile, 
as a hypothesis, the statement is clearly in harmony 
with the uniformities of Nature. To regard our 
Solar System and all the others presumably repre
sented by the millions of stars in the sky, as scattered 
at random about space would be insulting to Supreme 
\Visdom and Omnipotence. The conception could 
only be acceptable to thinkers at the kindergarten 
stage. Certainly up to the middle of the last century 
grown and grave men did discuss the question whether 
this was the only inhabited world in the Universe, 
but increasing intelligence has rendered us at once 
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wiser and more modest than when a doubt on that 
subject was possible. I need not go over the evidence 
that makes an· important group of astronomers certain 
that Mars (to confine our attention for a 1non1ent. to 
our own Solar System) is the abode of life not entirely 
unlike our own. The other planets may not have 
climatic conditions like our own, but the resources 
of Nature may easily provide vehicles of life appro
priate to any conditions of temperature; while those 
of us who know something more about life, conscious
ness and spiritual growth than mere surgery would 
suggest, regard with disdain the idea that any worlds 
-whether around our sun or in the infinitudes of 
space-can be mere inanimate masses of matter 
destitute of the loftier purposes that life implies. 

Just for the present all information relating to the 
Sirian Cosmos must rernain hypothetical until the 
astronon1y of the future overtakes the forecast, but 
its value as illuminating reverent imagination 
reaching in the direction of Divinity is very great. 
It helps us to realize that in all such up\vard reaching 
we must blend with the idea of which we are in 
search, the idea of infinity. In the search within the 
limits of our own Solar Systern we are hopelessly 
dazzled long before we touch those lin1its. But the 
conception of the Sirian Cosn1os shows us that in
comprehensible as the Solar DiYinity 1nay be
" That " (our miserable word " he " is degrading in 
such use) can only be in son1e dependent relationship 
to the Divinity guiding the whole Sirian Cosmos; in 
other words that " God " is an infinite hierarchy. 
Faintly we realize that God-when we think of the 
Sirian Cosmos-is, in some wholly incomprehensible 
way, greater even (in a stupendous degrcl') than 
God, when we think of the Solar Systc1n and of the 
various worlds within it of which ours is one. And, 
indeed, human intelligence, limited in its grasp of 

l 
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detail, unlin1ited when reaching out towards infinitude, 
perceives, the mon1ent this last idea is touched, that 
the Sirian Cosmos itself must be in relationship 
with some still rnore expanded and sublirne organisn1; 
that Sirius cannot be a stationary body but Inust 
itself, attended by all its family of solar systents, 
be dependent on some other _centre of energy, on 
some other superior manifestation of the infinite God. 
It is futile even to speculate as to where or what 
that centre n1ay be, but the feeling that it must exist 
vaguely hints at a unity pervading the whole visible 
universe. Along that line of thought, however, Ees 
a 1nental be\\·ilderment that bars further progre~s. 
\\·e can play in imagination still with astrono1nical 
figures. The bright star Arcturus is said to be 140 

light-years distant fro111 us, and yet it shines nearly 
as brilliantly as Sirius. \Vhat n1ust be its actual 
magnitude and lustre ? \Vhat n1ust be its place in 
the uni\·ersal scheme ? And son1e other stars of 
almost equivalent brilliancy arc beyond parallactic 
nteasurement altogether. But the purpose which all 
fulfil 111ust be within the grasp of infinite Divinity. 

Science, gro\ving 1nore and more intimately welded 
with spiritual aspiration as hu.Inan intelligence ex
pands, grants us some mental illumination as we seek 
to penetrate, so far as that tnay be possible, the 
ntysteries of the Di ,·ine Hierarchy. Certainly, if 
we turn our attention from the appalling n1agnitudes 
of astrononty to the phenomena of the infinitely little, 
the Iueasureinents we haYe to deal with are equally 
bewildering. Physicists tell us that a cubic centi
metre of water contains thirty trillions of molecules. 
That if a glass globe four inches in diameter were 
absolutely empty and air molecules adtnitted at the 
rate of a hundred millions a second so,ooo years 
would elapse before the globe was full. Such figures 
are more amusing than instructive, but they 1nay 
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help us, to some extent, in our attempt to formulate 
a conception of the Divine Hierarchy. The attributes 
of the physical molecules-the laws they obey, are 
obviously as n1uch an expression of Divine Wil.l as 
the forces that regulate the march of solar systems 
in the Sirian Cosmos. Within our Solar Syste1n the 
Divine Hierarchy extends downward, as definitely as, 
beyond it, it extends upward; and though, as we 
atte111pt to understand it in its lower levels, \Ve shall 
soon find mental difficulties almost as insuperable as 
those attending efforts in the other direction, \Ve can, 
with help fron1 certain sources of inforn1ation, arrive 
at son1e intelligible conclusions. 

Astronomy n1ay still help us to some extent. The 
conditions that n1ust attend life in the various planets 
of our systen1 n1ust obviously differ very widely. 
Temperature Inay vary from below that of ice to above 
that of stean1. Vehicles of consciousness-bodies of 
whatever matter n1ay be suitable, must vary accord
ingly. \Ve may safely assume that while son1c of the 
fundamental laws of Nature may hold good through
out the system, others, for example all appertaining 
to organic growth, may need local 111odification. 
Each world must be controlled, even as regards its 
physical Inanifestation, by appropriate Dh·iue 
Agency. And very little progress beyond prin1itive 
theology makes us sure that-first of all as regards our 
own world-there are teeming regions of life that lie 
beyond the cognition of the physical senses. Talk 
therefore of our fan1iliar planets should properly 
relate to planrtary schem,es, embracing n1uch n10rc 
than the visihle globes. So we reach the conception 
that for each planetary scherne the Divine will of 
the whole Solar Systen1 n1ust transn1it itself through 
an agency that is still so Divine in its character a::, 
to dazzle our mental sight. 

None the less a very important stage in o~r study 
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of the Divine Hierarchy is reached when we realize 
the principle of agency as working through it. The 
mind leaps to the conclusion that this principle 
must be operative right down to the subtle activities 
of Nature that we are in the habit of summing up in 
the word " Evolution." For the verification of this 
conjecture we must obviously be dependent on 
information received from those sources of super
physical knowledge above referred to, such informa
tion in turn being only subject to the check imposed 
by our own critical faculties. Does it appeal to our 
intelligence as essentially reasonable in its character ? 
Leaving that question to be determined later, I will 
first endeavour to de~cribe the agency through which 
the purpose of the Divine Power presiding over the 
planetary scheme to which this world belongs, appears 
to be worked out in physical manifestation. 

\Ve have to think of the Unseen realn1s of ?\ature as 
inhabited by hosts of spiritual beings concerned 
with the direction of the forces (emanating from 
super-Divine \Vill) which not merely guide organic 
growth but provide for the growth of the spiritual 
essence with which such growth is associated. 
Language is apt to break down in one's hands as a 
means of conveying ideas that are inextricably blended 
with still tnore subtle underlying ideas. \Vc are 
living in a world the whole raison d'etre of which 
resides in the opportunity it affords for the growth and 
expansion of spiritual consciousness. The experiences 
of consciousness in association with physical environ
ment are the conditions providing for its growth. 
\\Te may plunge down in search of the beginnings of 
such growth to levels of consciousness far below those 
of humanity. But leaving that vast area of thought 
untrodden, the growth of spiritual consciousness as 
focussed in humanity is itseff under the guidance of 
Dh-ine agency whose perfect uniformity of intention, 
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fulfilling the Divine purpose, would, if we could 
see only a little more clearly, present to imagination 
a system of natural law on the moral plane as un
alterable as the natural laws relating to physical 
matter that we deal with in the chemist's laboratory. 
Those natural lavvs of the rnoral plane are entangled 
with variable influences arising from human free will, 
but that only renders the task of the Divine agents 
who guide them more delicate, not less specific. 

The first glimpses we get in this way, of the intricacy 
of the work carried out by the hosts of Divine agents 
engaged in guiding the world's growth, prepare us 
to find that a distribution of function is carried out in 
that \Vonderful realm of activity, so that while one 
great host is concerned with the growth of conscious
ness, another is concentrated on the task of guiding the 
growth of form--of carrying out the idea that, for 
want of a better c01nprehension of the process, we call 
the principle of £yolution. And such agency work.;; 
again in its contact with matter through lower agency 
right down to the 111anipulation of the molecule. 
The Divine Hierarchy is infinite both ways; incon
ceh·ably exalted and inconceivably minute, but in 
the direction of rninutire still conscious and purposeful. 
Intelligence, \Vith a certain range of freedorn within 
limits, guides not only the gradual improvement of the 
hurnan forn1, pari passu with the progress of spiritual 
growth, but the hu1ubler developrnent of forn1 in the 
anin1al kingdon1 and even variation in the colouring 
of plants ancl flo\vers. The agency concerned with 
such work cannot be discerned by the physical senses, 
but finer senses can already sometimes cognize its 
operation, though most of us arc still too young in 
evolution to have cornc into full possession of all the 
faculties latent in human nature. " \Ve are ancients 
of the earth and in the rnorning of the times." 

So brief a sketch as this must be content in sorne 
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directions with n1ere faint hints. How do the Divine 
agents concerned, as declared above, with the evolu
tion of form translate their superphysical powers to 
the physical plane ? The answer has to do with 
what 1nay be called the semi-intelligent mechanisn1 
of Nature. The mere phrase is be\vildering, but it 
deals with certain aspects of Nature that science must 
concern itself with before long. " Elen1ental 
Agency " cannot properly be regarded as belonging 
to the Divine Hierarchy even in its lower levels, but 
it constitutes a vast subsidiary evolution by itself; 
cosmic in its character: related to much more than 
the interests of this world alone; beginning on levels 
commensurate with the electron in magnitude and 
importance, rising to conditions in which definite 
forms in certain fine orders of matter are identifiable 
by observers, with adequately clairYoyant senses, as 
associated with specific functions in Nature. Ele
Inentals constitute the link between vvill-human 
or Divine-and physical manifestation. Obviously 
the suhject is one of stupendous magnitude. No fire 
could burn, no plant could grow, no human being 
could live on the physical plane, and carry on all that 
business transacted within his body of which he is 
wholly unconscious, without elen1ental agency. 
When science comes to grapple with the intricacies of 
this so far hidden aspect of Nature, it will look back 
to its present condition as one barely e1nerging from 
the dark ages. 

Thus vast and con1plicated is the agency by which 
Divine Will is fulfilled. But we haye to struggle as 
best we may with the idea of hierarchies within 
hierarchies. The world is a theatre in which a 
stupendous drama is in process of performance. The 
scenery and decorations are provided by Divine 
agency, and the actors are responsible-if we push 
the n1etaphor to its extreme limits-for the parts 
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they play. In other words, while Divine agency 
invests them with their opportunity, their own free will 
is left to determine the use they make of this. But 
they must not be allowed to wreck the whole under
taking by too gross a misuse of that free will. .The 
drama is intended to have a happy ending. So over 
and above or apart from the hierarchies that provide 
the conditions Divine ordination provides for a 
governing hierarchy that does not actually control 
the actors-put words into their mouths, so to speak, 
or manage them like marionettes-but causes them 
to feel disagreeable consequences from blundering; 
invests the1n with larger consciousness as they 
willingly fall into line with the Divine idea. Of 
course that governing hierarchy is n1erged in its 
loftier levels with the superior agents of infinite 
Divinity, but on its less exalted levels is in close 
touch with our own hun1anity. This thought leads 
up to what is perhaps the most i1nportant idea of all 
that I have been endeavouring to suggest. Humanity 
itself recruits the governing hierarchy. Its members 
on the first i1nportant level above ordinary hu1nanity 
have l>een, at some ren1ote periods in the past, hu1nan 
beings like (the best of) ourselves. \Ve speak of the1n 
now, those of us who have the privilege of Inore or 
less knowing thetn, as great adept~, 1Iastc:r:;; of \Visclon1, 
Hrotlwrs of the (~reat \Yhite Lodge, or by any other 
phrases approxi1nately appropriate. They arc In 
uonnal periods equal to the task-under Divine 
inspiration of which they, of coursr, are Yividly 
conscious-of carrying on the govenunent of the 
world in so far as it needs adjustment or interference. 
They are our Allies in this ghastly abnonnal period 
in which humanity is confronted by an attack fron1 
such elevated levels of spiritual potency that, great 
as their power undoubtedly is, they can only for the 
moment resist the awful unseen foe inspiring our 
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physical plane enemies, whilst awaiting intervention, 
ultimately certain if it becomes necessary, from lofty 
levels of Divine Power. 

Will this view of the great current crisis seem, to 
some critics, at variance with the main idea that this 
world, like all others, is governed by an infinite 
Divine Hierarchy of quite limitless capacity and 
directing human evolution from the realms of infinite 
Love ? The problem has been dealt with at some 
length in articles for the Nineteenth Century,1 and 
need only be referred to now. Freewill, in one word, 
is the answer. The ultimate evolution of individual 
humanity can only be accomplished by investing each 
unit with the Divine attribute of freewill in a greater 
or less degree. Half-fledged humanity of the kind 
around us in abundance is hardly conscious of the 
extent to 'Yhich it enjoys this attribute. It becomes 
1nore and 1nore available as spiritual evolution 
proceeds. By the hypothesis it may be exerted to 
fulfil the purpose of Divine love, in so far as that may 
be discerned, or it 1nay be perverted to antagonize 
that purpose. \Vithin the lin1its of our humanity 
the perversion 1nay not be carried to any extreme 
degree. But other humanities have preceded our 
own and have reached exalted conditions in which 
free will for good or evil was enormously expanded 
in its scope. In that way it has come to pass that 
spiritual evil has assumed colossal proportions until 
at last it has challenged Divine Power on very high 
levels. That is the challenge with which we, on our 
humble level, are now contending. We feel sure of 
ultimate success because the mighty spiritual powers 
of evil.at war with the Divine idea of humanity (on 
this plane with ourselves, the Allied armies) have 

1 "Our Unseen Enemies and Allies" and "When the Dark 
Hosts are Vanquished," Nineteenth Century and After, October 
and NoYember, 1915. 
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had a definite origin that we can discern and have 
reached a definite height of spiritual power. How
ever exalted that power, it is finite. The Divine 
Hierarchy is infinite. At whatever level Satanic 
power may confront it on equal terms, Divine. re
sources above that level are limitless. If exerted 
they must subdue the finite power, and \Ve have 
reason to feel sure that sooner or later they will be 
exerted to avert the ruin of the world. 

I have said that our Allies in this great struggle
the Masters of \Visdo1n, or by whatever name we like 
to call them-the Chieftains of Htunanity, of whose 
existence, till recent years, hu1nanity at large was 
wholly ignorant, are recruited from amongst ourselves • 
although none the less constituting the first great 
stage of advancement, counting from below upward, 
of the Divine Hierarchy. But while, beyond then1, 
conditions of existence begin to transcend physical 
brain comprehension \Ve can understand to some 
extent the capacities and powers of the beings who 
have attained to them, and the functions appertaining 
to their stage of evolution. Certainly that mighty 
organization includes some who reached high spiritual 
dignity before this world's children had emerged 
from early races, in one sense their nursery. But 
none the less it includes so1ne \vho have been to 
outward appearance within historic periods rnere 
ordinary men. The world, indeed, has never been 
without a great ruling Brotherhood, though at one 
time it was indebted for this to a Senior humanity. 
The phrase needs arnplification to be fully intelligible, 
but a very little thought will give reason to the idea 
that the history of this world and of our human 
races is not a " con1plete short story," in itself, but 
an episode in universal history. 

As our hurnanity became sufficiently evolved to 
furnish recruits for the great ruling Brotherhood 
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its existence was allowed to filter out gradually into 
the consciousness of the few candidates available. 
These were the few whose ardour in the pursuit of 
lofty knowledge and whose moral development were 
such that they could be trusted not to misuse enhanced 
knowledge. The world at large was not generally 
ripe for the proper appreciation of the fact that 
powers and knovvledge beyond ordinary experience 
were attainable by certain means. A premature 
dissen1ination of that idea might have had unfortunate 
consequences. But for the chosen few it was re
vealed, and so it has come to pass that at the present 
day the great Brotherhood includes many members 
who have been men like (the best of) ourselves within 
a comparatively recent period. 

Experience of ordinary life does not enable us to 
understand their place in Nature altogether and 
completely. They \vork to a great extent on planes 
of consciousness beyond the cognition of the ordinary 
senses. They \vield forces as yet unknown to Science, 
using the physical body merely as a vehicle to be 
occupied or left aside as convenience may suggest: 
the finest clairvoyance which ordinary students of 
that wonderful faculty have ever met with is, com
pared with theirs, a rushlight to an electric arc; 
and physical Inatter itself is plastic in their hands. 
In the higher vehicles of consciousness distances about 
the world mean nothing, and withal they are of 
course in absolute harmony with the Divine Will. 

The view thus reached-that shows us the humanity 
to which we all belong as designed to recruit the 
first, as we look upward, of the spiritual degrees that 
in the aggregate constitute the Divine Hierarchy
is of supreme significance. Properly understood it 
invests humanity with an entirely new meaning, as 
compared with that which merely treats each item 
in that humanity as destined to an infinitely continued 
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individual existence, happy or unhappy, as the case 
may be. The crude fancy thus presented to the 
mind by commonplace religion may have served its 
purpose while the world was young, as coaxing or 
warning an ignorant multitude not yet ripe for a 
more profound conception, but philosophically it is 
beneath criticism. The sublime idea, as directly 
affecting ourselves, to be derived fron1 a conception, 
even if only broad and incomplete, of the Divine 
Hierarchy is that which shows it to be a coherent 
entirety stretching upward from this \Vorld as we 
know it, in the direction of absolute infinity. It 
enables us, for the first time, to comprehend this 
world's place in the Cniverse. A n1isdirected 1nodesty 
leads some of us occasionally to talk of this world as 
a small planet an1ongst many greater, attached to 
a tenth-rate sun in a Universe richly stocked with 
others of enormously greater magnitude and brilliancy, 
The infinitesimal creatures on its surface can only be 
regarded, in this way, as i1nportant in their owu 
estin1ation; no more so really than the grains of 
sand on the seashore. That view is no less erroneous 
than depressing. The humanity for the sake of 
evolving which this world exists, represents a definite 
stage in the evolution of DiYine consciousness, which, 
hesides its lin1i tless expansion towards infinity, is 
susceptible of infinite accretion from below. There 
are no stages in the DiYinc Hierarchy that haye uot 
been recruited, in son1e unfatho1nable pa~t, fron1 
hun1anities In ore or less rese1nbling our own. 
Eternity stretches both ways and the \Yorld-the 
solar sy~te1ns of to-day, though figurc~ would fail 
to sugge:-'t their duration as nwasurcd in our tinH'
are n1anifcstations of Divine power that have suc
ceeded other::; and will be in turu succe~ded. We 
count the nebulre in the Heavens, and watch the 
growth of future suns destined to bear their progeny 
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of future worlds and future candidates for Divine 
evolution. 

But we need not torn1ent imagination by following 
that thought too far. It is enough to know that 
here and now we are candidates for Divine evolution; 
that there is no solution of continuity from this stage 
of existence up to those that have been faintly 
suggested in these pages and are hopelessly dazzling 
to mental vision as we dwell in thought on their 
attributes and power. This humanity of ours, even 
as we conten1plate its visible varieties from the 
savage to the greatest philosopher, is obviously a 
vast procession 1noving through the ages, each 
immortal spirit ever seeking ne\v and new incarnations 
till gathered experience and effort entitle it to those 
of the loftiest order. The appreciation of this idea 
marks a huge advance beyond the primitive con
ception of an eternal perpetuation of each grotesquely 
incomplete being. But such an appreciation is merely 
a step in the direction of the grander conception. 
The highest level of moral and intellectual attainment 
on the stage of this world's potentialities is but a new 
beginning, a point of departure for a progress beyond 
the precise comprehension of physically incarnate 
intelligence, but happily not altogether veiled from 
our view. No matter for the moment whether there 
be other \vorlds affording still n1ore favourable 
opportunities for embodied consciousness. That is 
no concern of ours. We may be fully content to know 
that however the preparatory processes leading up 
to the Divine Hierarchy may be provided for in other 
worlds, this of ours has a place in the Universe in 
direct relation with all the infinitudes that simple 
word represents-with all that the most illuminated 
reverence can suggest when we presume to speak of 
God. 



FUTURE LIFE-A~D LIVES 

NATURALLY enough the tragedies of the \Var have 
imparted thrilling interest to some questions care
lessly disregarded by the 1nultitude during normal 
periods. Is there an after life for all of us when we 
11 die "? Can we find out anything about it in 
advance? Can we communicate with those who 
haYe already passed on? :VIost current essays 
dealing with such perplexities have a ludicrous aspect 
for millions of spiritualists in constant touch with 
departed friends, for all occult students and for most 
psychic researchers. A writer in these pages last 
1nonth calmly asserts that communication with the 
dead 11 has never been definitely proved to be anything 
but delusion or fraud." If equally ignorant in other 
directions he might deal in the same way with any 
scientific discovery, say, the retrograde motion of 
so1ne planetary satellites, or the transmutations of 
radiun1. The vast literature of spiritualistn is flooded 
with proof of the main idea. :\I ore recently the 
literature of occult research is rich in detail con
cerning the conditions of the after life.1 To say that 

1 Simply to show that I am not talking at random I will men
tion a few books the perusal of which would guard writers of a 
certain class from making themselves ridiculous: Spirit Idet~tity, 
Psychography, The Higher Aspect;> of Spirz"tualism, Spirit Teach
ings, A Wanderer in Spirit Lands, The Story of Ahr~·nziman, Collo
quies with an Unseen Frz'end, Out of the rortex, .1fter Death, Not 
Silctzt though Dead, In the Ne.rt World, Do Thoughts Perish? The 
Hidden Side of TMttgs, The Inner Life, Esoteric Buddhism, The 
Growth of the Soul, The 0:-:cult JV orld, T/te Secret Doctrine, A Study 
.itt Consciousness, The Ancient Wisdom. Some of the books named 
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knowledge thereof has made " no substantial progress 
whatever " is like asserting that since Galvani 's 
experiment with frogs' legs our kno\vledge of elec
tricity has Ina de no progress \Yhatever. Rayntond,. 
attracting deserved attention on account of its 
authorship, is only the latest contribution to in
nuincrable records of a similar kind, the cu1nulative 
significance of which is overwhehning, while all who 
are patient and painstaking get personal conviction 
for thcinselyes. 

Spiritualists for the most part are content with this .. 
They know their departed friends still live and get 
assurance of their \Velfare. They look forward with 
confidence to their own future. Occult students find 
that, besides evidence of that order, minute in
fonnation relating to the conditions of the after life 
can hr. obtained by people still in this life when gifted 
with clairvoyant faculties of an appropriate kind. 
Abundant inforn1ation is accu1nulating in the 
literature of occult research along these lines. In no 
rlepartlnent of hutnan activity has n1ore remarkable 
progress been made during the last thirty years than 
in this branch of superphysical science. That progress 
has carried the occult student far beyond elementary 
rliscoveries relating to the i1nn1ediate experiences of 
the next life. Certainly these are intensely interesting, 
but do not in themselves enable us to obtain a com
prehensive grasp of the whole sche1ne of evolution 
to which hu1nanity belongs. Comprehension of the 
next phase of life marks a great advance beyond the 
crass ignorance that doubts or denies even that, but 
it only helps us relatively a little way in the direction 
of understanding our place in Nature and our ulti1nate 
destinies. Later developn1ents of occult science 

relate to Spiritualism, some to Theosophy or occult science gener
ally. They are a mere handful compared with any complete 
bibliography of either subject. 
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enable us to appreciate both the value and lirnitations 
of spiritualisrn. j'The mediumship on which it relies 
is better understood now than at first. Physical 
phenomena are brought about when certain invisible 
factors in the medium's constitution can be withdrawn 
for use by elemental agency. Messages come through 
when certain organs in the medium's body respond 
to subtle vibrations that most people fail to perceive. 
But the medium in either case is a passive instrument 
in the hands of invisible operators, and these arc of all 
varieties. That accounts for the nonsense that often 
discredits the method. The lower regions of the 
next world swarm with the (rnorally and intel
lectually) lovver classes of humanity dying constantly 
by thousands, and (for a time at all events) remaining 
as unintelligent as they were in life. Their influences 
and 1nessages are ignoble and stupid, but even then 
they sen·e their purpose. They show us in touch with 
another plane of existence. And Ineanwhile more 
enlightened inhabitants of that plane also conununicate 
as the literature of spiri tualisn1 shows. 

But spiritualis1n, having broken down the deadly 
materialistn into which thought was drifting during 
the last century, paved the way for the develop1ncnt 
of occult science. The later literature referred to 
above illutninates its origin and progress. The new 
view of Evolution, of hunmu destiny, and the 
econo1ny of Nature generally, which it has unfolded 
for us, cannot be fully interpreted within the li1nits 
of a Review article, but 1nay be broadly suggested. 

The stupendous conception of the future which shows 
that physical life has spiritual progress for its purpose, 
that this world is the region in which that progress 
has to be accomplished, that other realms of existence 
are the regions in which the work done here bears 
fruit, and provides for irn·igorating rest, leads us to 
the important conception that each physical life is 
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1nerely one of a series; that whatever experiences 
intervene between each we shall all of us come back 
again and again to life of the kind we are familiar 
with here, that Reincarnation is as certain a law of 
Nature as the circulation of the blood. 

Reincarnation when first scientifically defined some 
thirty-odd years ago was quickly seen to solve many 
previously insoluble problems. The hideous in
equalities of human condition no longer seemed to 
insult Divine justice. Suffering became intelligible 
when the conditions of each new life were realized as 
the consequences of previous " doing " (or Karma). 
The superficial objection, that the sufferer did not 
reme1nber his former misdoing, was dissipated as we 
realized that the Higher Self did so, and profited by 
each physical plane experience. Further knowledge 
showed that humanity is still in its youth. A few 
more advanced than the multitude do remember 
former lives. The whole course of reasoning need not 
be repeated here. The appreciation of rebirth as 
essential to a COinprehension of human life is already 
widely spread.· By reason of 1nisunderstanding details 
many people regard it with dislike, and the dislike 
has been accentuated by the eagerness of those who 
seized upon it at first to deal with it as though it 
covered all mysteries of the future. To think of the 
future as simply a return to this life is as great a 
blunder as to think of the life \vhich opens up to the 
person just set free from the physical body, by its 
death, as ent~ring an everlasting existence of a super
physical order. Only by failing to unde~stand it 
correctly can anyone fall into the habit of criticizing 
the Divine scheme of evolution unfavourably. The 
personality of a brutal criminal in the slums is clearly 
not fit for eternal perpetuation. The bishop in his 
palace, if he honestly considers the 1natter, will come 
to the same conclusion as regards himself. " \Ve are 
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ancients of the Earth,, etc., and, as we look back 
on those who millions of years ago were more ancient 
still, \Ve can see how better worth perpetuation we 
;:,hall be \Vhen wider experiences of life shall have 
lifted us as far beyond our present condition as we 
now are beyond that of our Stone Age predecessors
ourselves in former lives. Probably, indeed, there 
will be no stage of growth fro1n which the perpetuation 
of that stage would be conceivable. Spiritual pro
gress must be infinite, but with that which lies beyond 
the perfection of humanity we can only be concerned 
1nuch later on.:· Our present purpose should be to 
understand the la\vs of reincarnation so as to realize 
that it does not conflict in any way with the \vide
ranging possibilities of life on higher realms after 
bodily death, and to understand that life so as to 
realize that it does not interfere with the necessity 
of returning here to gather fresh experience and get 
ready for loftier spiritual enlightenment on happier 
levels again. Those of us who have taken adequate 
advantage of modern opportunities need not speculate 
about the chances of survival after death. That is 
utterly familiar knowledge, and, with varying 
facilities, many of us are in conununication with 
friends who have passed on, though it does not 
always happen that these have acquired any scientific 
con1prehension of their own destinies beyond the 
stage actually reached. Even for those of us here 
vd10 have taken best advantage of current oppor
tunities there are horizons beyond which our know
l(~dgc does not extend, but the region in which peopl'~ 
wake up after they have discarded the phy:;;ical 
vehicle of consciousness is already a pays dt• con.
naissancf' for Inany of u.:;, and there is patho:; a~ \\I'll 
as absurdity iu the fact that, for 1nuch larger nmubcrs, 
conycntional teaching has left then1 still 111 doubt 
whether there is any wa:idng up at all. 

3 
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" The Astral Plane " is the term generally used by 
occultists to designate the vast realm of unseen life 
i1nmediately surrounding this globe. It is not a well
chosen tern1, as the region in question has nothing 
to do with the stars, but it has become rooted in 
occult phraseology, and we cannot now escape fron1 
its usc. It is really a vast concentric sphere of 
1natter that does not appeal to our physical senses; 
far greater in size than the physical globe it embraces, 
including an enorn1ous variety of conditions, some of 
then1 highly disagreeable; but of these it is needless 
to speak for the moment, as the vast majority of 
decently behaved people will have nothing to do with 
thc1n but will pass at once, when free of the body, to 
regions where they \vill find themselves happier than 
they are likely to have ever been, even under favour
able circumstances, in the physical life. Xaturally the 
character of such happiness is detennined by the usc 
that has been made of the earth life and the extent 
of spiritual developn1ent that the Soul (or Ego) has 
reached in its long progress through the ages, its 
innumerable immersions in physical life, its fanner 
incarnations. The distribution of the varied condi
tions is well understood by those among us whose 
faculties are equal to the ·task of cognizing astral 
conditions, but for peop1e who are not 1nerely \Vithout 
such faculties, bu.t have not been in touch with those 
'' ho do enjoy the1n, some explanation is needed in 
reference to ma.tter and sense-perception. 

\Yithout plunging into 1netaphysics in the direction 
of Berkeley it is obvious that the reality of matter 
for us is due to the appeal it n1akcs to our sens<'~. 
Ev<'n on this planP. some kiuds of matter· · -1nost gasl;; 
-make no appeal to the sense of sight, but we know 
of them by means of otht'r :-i<'nses, other avenues to 
consciousness. But most of us have no sense':, 
through which astral matter can affect our consciou:--
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ness. l\Iany, however, have, and that is the whole 
secret of " clairvoyance " the actuality of which as 
a faculty in some people is no longer the subject of 
any sane denial. Clairvoyants can in some cases 
see the forms in which astral life is expressed. For the 
n1ost part their astral senses are partially smothered 
by their association with physical senses. Those, 
however, who can-as the phrase goes-get out of the 
body, and exist pre1naturely in the astral plane, in the 
vehicle of consciousness that will not be in perfect 
order for use until the physical body, at death, is 
finally got rid of, such persons become at once fully 
conscious of the astral realm, and-this is the im
portant point to realize-cease for the time to be 
conscious of the physical realm. It does not exist 
for them any more than the astral world exists for 
the conunonplace man in the street. All this is not 
guesswork or metaphysical speculation. It is the 
definite result of observation as scientific in it~ 
character as that concerned with astronomy or 
spectroscopic analysis. And the final result is that 
we are now in a position to know that when we 
look up into the sky and see nothing between us and 
tl1e stars, we are really looking through a realm as rich 
iu detail as the landscape we can see on a fine day from 
a 1nountain top. This region is inhabiterl by 1nyriads 
of the hUinan fmnily, an1ongst them any we haY~ 
loved and lost and will rejoin in due titne, pending. 
at a far renwter date, our return together to thi~ 

laboriou:; ll<'ther world in which we haYe to work fo1· 
any grat:d n~sults ahoYv that n1ay ernwn our ultin1at<' 
endC'aYo ur:-;. 

The :•.:;tntl \\·orld is nut nwrdy a COI1C('lll ric sphere 
surrounding the physical globe, it is-· ow' '' ithin 
anoth<'r- -a ::,eries of concu1trir. :-.pJh·n s, ~t'H<Tally 
spoken of by occult ::.cit'Hti:-.ts a~ '' ::;uh-p'·:Jtt·s." 
Counti11g front below upwanb, the first and second, 
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actually immersed in the body of the earth, are 
regions of suffering with which none but the very 
worst offenders against Divine la\vs have anything 
to do. The third sub-plane, above the earth's surface, 
is still a comfortless region in which people who have 
been too deeply absorbed by the lower interests of 
physical life n1ay have to spend a period of purification 
before ascending to happier levels; but this vast and 
highly varied range of experience may be ignored 
for the Inoinent as it need not disturb the appre
hensions either of people who lead fairly wholeson1e 
lives \Vhile incarnated, or of the large nun1bers of 
gallant victims of the War who, on passing over, 
find the norn1al consequences of minor shortco1nings 
obliterated by the sacrifice they have made of their 
earth lives in a noble cause. They, and the fairly 
well behaved majority, will slip through the third 
sub-level without finding themselves entangled in it, 
and av:ake to consciousness on the fourth level of 
the astral world, the circu1nstances of which are aln1ost 
infinitely varied but on \vhich, however varied, happi
ness is the underlying principle of all sensation and 
experience. 

Obviously the conditions that make for happin<'SS 
will be verv different for people who, howev(·r 
creditable in ~a luimble way their earth lives Inay have 
been, do not represent advanced intellectual devclop
Inent. The t,rrcat man of science, for example, and 
the si1nplest 1naid-servant may share one charac
teristic. Both may regard some other human beings 
with genuine love. Their happiness on the fourth 
Jcvc'l will involve reunion with such persons if these 
haye passed on first, ultimate reunion _in either case; 
and if they have to \Vait for this there will be partial 
reunion meanwhile, for the Egos of people in physical 
life arc, especially during sleep, in closer touch \vith 
the astral plane than they realize in the normal 



Future Life-and Lives 37 
waking state. But the highly advanced Egos, the 
great men of science and others, have capacities for 
the enjoyment of other astral opportunities over and 
above those relating to personal affections. On 
higher levels of the astral, to which such capacities 
would be automatically the passport, magnificent 
opportunities for the expansion of knowledge, along 
the lines already laid down in physical life, would 
open out. And for such Egos centuries of glorious 
intellectual achievement are provided by the oppor
tunities of the higher astral levels. They will all 
co1ne back to incarnation eventually, for no n1atter how 
great they may be, rneasured by our present standards 
they are n1erely on the way towards the summit 
possibilities of human evolution; but there is no 
hurry, and as a Inatter of fact all the great scientists, 
poets, and artists of the last three hundred years or 
Inore are still on the higher levels of the astral world, 
even though they may have access to still higher 
reahns, and may avail the1nselves of that privilegt.' 
fron1 ti1ne to tirne. The higher astral levels, for 
intricate reasons, are especially adapted for the 
expansion of such knowledge and capacity as they 
generally desire. 

Those lofty levels share some characteristic:; with 
the fourth level but are less earth-like in their super
ftcial aspect. The conditions of the lower fourth
for the sub-planes include 1nuch variety-are 
curiously earth-like. Life then~ is free frorn all the 
tircsonlC lower uccds we arc troubled with, but people 
hYe thcrl' in houses, enjoy beautiful scenery and social 
intercourse, although the delightful principles that 
pre\ ail then~ sort theJn, so to speak, into con!-{e.ai~J 

group:->, lwside~ rC's1wcting thc iucliYidual attachnwut,... 
u f a gt ·n uiiH · character pa;-;sed ou fn.nn the lo' ~ · ex
pt:riencl~S of the earth lift!. The progres~ up" ard 
towards sublir1c spiritual height:; ulti:~1atdy attain-
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able by all human beings, is a gradual progress just 
as the acorn becomes the oak by degrees, not between 
to-day and to-morrow. If anyone is discontented 
with this explanation because he thinks of a beloved 
daughter (for instance) as turned into an angel of 
light, the day after her death, and in touch with the 
throne of omniscience, he has failed to appreciate the 
magnificence of the scale on which human perfection 
is gradually developed. Some of us may already be 
exquisite in goodness, as we measure character, some 
of us already splendid in intellectual grandeur, but 
infinitude is a long story. Eternity cannot be 
hustled. The achievement of the modern occultist 
has to do with the illumination of the relatively 
immediate future. 

And some details of that fascinating period are 
already within the range of our comprehension. 
Astral matter is plastic to the creative power of 
thought. With a vivid imagination here we can 
mentally almost visualize objects we 1night desire to 
possess. On the astral plane under similar conditions, 
the things desired-appropriate clothing, for example, 
pictures, furniture, houses even-would assume 
objective reality, and even durability when many 
creative thoughts co-operate. But as familiarity 
with the delightful freedom from body necessities 
that the astral life confers enables people gradually 
to realize that they do not need houses, furniture, and 
so on, those cease to make their appearance on the 
higher levels, where scenes of natural beauty provide 
for all the wants of inhabitants incapable of fatigue, 
hunger, or thirst, unconscious of either heat or cold. 
They may be fully conscious, none the less, of the 
intellectual interests they have been concerned with 
in physical life, and may continue in touch with the 
progress of art or discovery down here, in a way it is 
hardly possible to describe in a few words. 
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This outline sketch of the astral life could, indeed, be 

filled in with much further detail and even be supple
Inented with some description of planes or spheres 
higher and beyond the astral. But in attempting to 
explore these, incarnate human intelligence is. up 
against conditions that defy the resources of language. 
For every Ego, indeed, each experience of astral life 
must come to an end sooner or later, though it may 
extend to many centuries of our time, and must almost 
always culminate in some touch with the lofty plane 
beyond; but for the humbler, less developed entities 
this touch would hardly involve consciousness, would 
merely be the prelude to an unconscious plunge back 
into incarnation. The better understanding of that 
plunge by the great many people in the present day 
who recognize the necessity of reincarnation as a 
principle, but dislike the idea for want of compre
hending its method, is supremely desirable. 

The law applies to all, but is so elastic as to fit 
in with very different yolumes of circumstance~. 
First we must re1nen1bcr that Egos ripe for rein
carnation represent very different stages of develop
Inent. The hu1nblcst of these, leaving out quite savage 
races that we need not think about for the moment, 
is not a very expanded being when, after a long stay 
<•n the astral, he has shed all n1enwries of his last life 
and ren1ains its ~piritual nucleus. The law, guided 
by DiYine agt'ncy, puts that ~piritual nudeus in touch 
with a new hirth, and there is not much consciousness 
left 011 hight~r p1an('s to he thought of as the Higlwr 
Self of the new personality. But in th(' case: of tht• 
highly deydoped entity astral expc>rience, inst<·ad of 
ob1it(·rating uui1nportaut 1nernorir.s, has euonnously 
expanded those that are i1nportant. Tb(' Ego as it 
stands ready for n~incarnation is a b<'ing on tht· Astral 
l >Jane of inuuensc coinplication, built up by tlw 
experience of 1nany liY<'~ in the past, by that of Jnany 
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intervening astral episodes. He is probably sonte
thing n1uch more than can be fully expressed in its 
next imrnersion in physical 1natter. He will remain, 
all through the earth life to come, the Higher Self 
of the Yisible entity, of which the visible entity in its 
physical brain will have but little consciousness. 
But, by the hypothesis, enough of the real complete 
being will be expressed on the physical plane to make 
the ne\v incarnation greater than ever along the lines 
of its fonner growth. If a great scientist before, 
a greater scientist again. If a great poet, a greater, 
and so on. But the point to be emphasized for the 
moment is that, while the new body is growing, the 
actual great intellectual being destined to use it at 
n1aturity is doing little more than looking on from 
above. If that idea can once be properly grasped; it 
does a\vay with the fear some people see1n to feel, 
to the effect that they with their present volume of 
consciousness will have to go through babyhood and 
all the experiences of the nursery when they con1e 
back to earth life. During all that tin1e they 'vill 
simply be looking on fron1 above. To understand 
fully how it will con1e to pass that the baby and the 
young child will in a certain sense be conscious also, 
is very difficult for n1os t of us, but, however faintly, that 
is what has to be realized. There is so little of the 
real Ego in the ne"· child up to seven years of age that, 
if it dies within that tin1e, the trace of consciousness 
it has been expressing simply reverts to the Higher 
Self, who Inakcs another atte1npt a little later on and 
begins to ani1nate a new fonn, not infrequently in the 
san1e fmnily as the first. The mother's pretty belief 
that a later child is her first baby restored to her is 
<,ften tlw outcome of a literal scientific truth. 

If all goes well the first seven years of the new 
child's life is spent in the grovvth of certain invisible 
accessories of the body, which medical science will 
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sooner or later be concerned with investigating. 
And, again, the next seven years are spent in further 
developments of the same order, but by the time the 
boy or girl is fourteen a good deal of the real entity 
is beginning to express itself. Not the whole by any 
1neans, nor even the whole of that part designed for 
expression in the new life. But now the old astral 
is beginning to be wanted no more. In the ne\v life 
the Ego is forming for itself a new astral. The 
Higher Self remaining in touch with lofty planes 
will, for any expression it may need on the astral 
plane, make use of the new astral. Of course all these 
changes fade one into another like dissolving views. 
Xature is rarely addicted to abrupt metamorphoses. 

Mutatis 'mutandis, the process of incarnation as 
described above \Vith reference to a well-developed Ego 
is applicable also to people at intervening stages of 
gro\vth. The return to physical life is never attended 
hy inconveniently premature consciousness in the 
new body. Or this broad rule is only in rare cases 
partially infringed. 'Here and there, for exa~nple, 
young children have been kno\vn to show musical 
talent at a ridiculously early age. In such cases the 
Ego of the great musician in the background is so 
eager to express itself on the physical plane that it 
cannot wait till the new instrument is properly tuned 
for the task. But even l\Iozarts who play the piano at 
~ix are not all there. Their condition is so excep
tional that it need not be Ininutely exmnined iu 
connection with any sweeping survey of the laws 
g-overning reincarnation. 

But one essential principle 1nust never be forgotten. 
Guided by supren1e wisdon1 and power, each new 
incarnation is conditioned by the InC'rit or dcin(~rit 

of the Ego returning to phy~ical life. · Students of 
heredity generally n1ake the 1uistake of supposing that 
ancestral attribute::; are the cause of characteri::;tics 
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reproduced in the descendant. The descendant has 
been planted in that fan1ily because bodily heredity 
would there provide it with a physical vehicle 
qualified to give expression to its own inner nature. 
And, beyond this, because the circumstances of that 
life's progrmnme fit in with the requirements of 
absolute justice as regards the claims of the Ego 
for happiness or its deserts as regards trouble. The 
infinite skill of the Divine Power regulating the details 
of each rebirth blends the intellectual or artistic 
necessities of the Ego with a worldly environment 
appropriate to its moral condition, its good or bad 
" Karma," as the case may be. · The working of this 
law is intensely interesting and marvellously intricate. 
The consequences of good or bad action in one life 
partly reflect the1nselves, to begin the explanation, 
in happiness or the reverse during the astral life, 
But that is only the first part of the story. A funda
mental law, equivalent, on higher levels of nature, 
to the conservation of energy in mechanics, asserts 
itself with every entity coming back to incarnation in 
the earth life. Moral action, good or bad, must bear 
consequences fron1 life to life. The external con
ditions, the happiness or the reverse of each life 
arc the expression of forc~s set in activity during the 
previous life, or sometiines going back behind that, 
during previous lives. And, again, though they 
cannot controvert that law, aspirations in any given 
life, when sustained and intense, a:re an important 
factor in generating the environ1nent of the next. 
To work with the simplest .example, a person in a 
humble rank of life Inay be \Vishing all the time that 
he or she belonged to a superior class. The longing 
would have no effect if it were too vague. A carpenter 
thinking he ·would like to be a king does not know 
enough about the kingly life to long for it with pre
CISIOn. But he knows a good deal about the con-
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ditions of social life just a little above his own. He 
may or may not long for these, according to the 
measure of his contentment in his own station, but 
if he does long for them he does so with precision, 
with exact comprehension of what he wants, and then 
such longing becomes a natural force tending to colour 
his next incarnation. And the principle really 
operates so widely as to bring about a gradual upward 
drift ,in social station of the innumerable Egos 
emerging from the humble levels of existence. Of 
course that is merely a broad rule subject to frequent 
exceptions. ·Sometimes the Karma of a life spent 
on high levels· may necessitate a plunge to lower, 
but normally the aspirations of our life do contribute 
to engender the environment of the next. 

Thus in thinking of future Life and lives we have to 
recognize the two-fold character of the consequence 
ensuing from the manner in which each life is spent. 
That definitely affects both the immediate future and 
the ultimate future; more specifically it colours life 
on the astral plane after the death of one body, and 
determines the welfare or suffering of the next in
carnation. For people who have led fairly creditable 
lives the astral period is happy and restful, often 
associated with opportunities of doing useful work. 
Even when the previous life has been faulty in son1c 
n•spects, it may be that such n1isdoing has been of a 
kind so exclusively idt;ntified with phy~ical life 
that it can only giv~ rise to consequences on this 
plane again in the next (~arth life. But when the 
misdirection of activity has been of a kind that 
deeply colours the surYiYing consciou~nrss of the Ego, 
it may entangle hiln, whr11 first pa:-,::;ing on, in tht· 
third leYel of the astral world. That is a region of 
varied discomfort in which people haYc to realize tht· 
nature of their 1uisdoing and shed the desires that 
have given rise to it. In bad cases that are not of tht· 
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suprl..!niely bad order, the purification may be rather 
a slow process, but assuming that the character of the 
person going through it is tainted 1nerely-not pre
dominantly evil-the ultimate passage to the happy 
levels already (very imperfectly) described is assured, 
not n1erely in the long run, but very likely in a short 
one. 

In awfully serious cases the course of astral life is 
very different. There is one variety of human \\icked· 
ness that is altogether in a different category fron1 
those that are mere vices. The sinful character of 
these-the 1nere vices-is often exaggerated; but 
cruelty, that worst and horrible form of cruelty 
which takes actual pleasure in the infliction of and 
sight of pain and suffering in others, is an attribute 
that drives the authors of such hideous misdoing 
down into that appalling submerged level of the 
astral world with which most of those even in need of 
purification have nothing whatever to do. Even that 
region must be thought of as purgatorial. Its fearful 
experiences 1nay at last cure or begin the cure of the 
most ghastly offenders against the Divine law of love 
(of which cruelty is the exact reverse). But imagina
tion shrinks from the attempt to realize the details of 
the sufferings incidental to existence on the terrible 
submerged level. Their duration, in the worst cases, 
may be counted in centuries of our ti1ne. In others, a 
brief experience of this character 1nay give rise to the 
needful revulsion of feeling. But though it would 
be unwise to attempt a survey of the astral world 
without taking cognizance of its lower depths, it would 
he worse than unwise to refer to them in any way that 
could excite fear on the part of hannless, innocent 
people, too prone, as a consequence of clu1nsy religious 
teaching, to imagine then1selves " miserable sinners." 
Talk of that kind is for the most part silly nonsense, 
culn1inating in so1ncthiug 1nuch worse \Vhen associated 
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with ghastly imaginings concerning eternal sufferings 
in hell. No decorous language is equal to the 
emergency in dealing with the crin1inal folly of those 
who terrify children and insult God by describing 
burning tortures to be inflicted for ever on hapless 
victims of Providential atrocities. Nature does pro
vide a penitential reformatory for souls of diabolical 
criminality, but even there reformation is the purpose 
in view. It need only be thought of as completing the 
broad conception of after-death conditions that 1nodern 
research in spiritual science enables us to fonn. For 
the poor innocent" miserable sinners "of the churches, 
the view we are now in a position to obtain of happy 
life on the higher levels of the astral v;orld is that ·with 
which they are personally concerned. But that view 
even is in need of amplification. The nzerely happy 
restful life to which people of ordinarily good life n1ay 
confidently look forward is not the only possibility 
that the astral world holds out. To understand the 
design of the future correctly, \Ve must realize first 
of all that the whole scheme of ev-olution provides 
for a gradual progress, through many earth lives and 
tnany episodes on higher planes, towards a condition 
enonnously superior to that yet attained by the n1ost 
advanced representatives of current ci\·ilization on 
c arth. By n1ost of the hmnan fan1ily such conditions 
will ultitnately bt• attained aftt•r periods of tin1e that 
are hewilderiu~ to the i1na~ination. But when the 
distallt possibilities of hutuan evolution arc fairly 
well con1prehcnded in advance, in the light of such 
teaching as occult re:;carch (and nwdcrn revelation) 
enable;:; us now to deal with, we sec that it is pos~ihlc 
for those who appreciate tlw opportunities available 
to nmke a n1uch nwre rapid progres~ than i~ provided 
for by the natural drift of events in r('ferencc to the 
multitude. Some nwn1hers of the human fmnily have 
been able to accoi.nplish this lung ages ago, and already 
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:-;tand on levels of progress on which they become agents 
of Divine purpose in promoting the spiritual growth 
of n1ankind. These are referred to in occult literature 
as the Masters of \Visdon1, and they are ahvays ready 
to help forward the abnormal progress of people 
who have acquired some comprehension of their 
place in Nature, and are filled with eagerness to get 
on as rapidly as possible in the direction of those great 
heights. The earth life is the opportunity for be
ginning such efforts. In this supremely important 
aspect of the !:iubject, as in 1ninor rnatters, the earth 
life is the period for sowing all ·spiritual seed. The 
astral life is the period in which it begins to bear 
fruit. A perfectly commonplace earth life, however 
harmless and innocent, bears appropriate fruit in the 
astral world in the shape of happiness and rest. An 
aspiration during earth life towards real spiritual 
growth, coloured by such kno\vledge as is now 
available for all, bears fruit iu the shape of personal 
touch with those Masters of \tVisdorn \vho may guidt· 
the aspirant to incarnations in which he may 
accomplish results the dignity and grandeur of which 
cannot easily be exaggerated. Sornething beyond 
n1ere personal happiness is then seen to be the object 
of attainment. This world is the expression of DivinP 
\Yill: it is governed by Divine Law, but it is, so to 
~peak, managed in detail by the agents of Divine \Viii 
evolved from the scheme itself. To become a part 
of, to be identified with that sublirne agency, i:-. 
the goal aimed at by those who fully realize the trw· 
n1eaning of spiritual growth. That such a conditim1 
iuyoJves a species of exalted beatitude which is sonle
thing greatPr tlw.n and beyond personal happiness i~ 
a thought that may fairly be associated with trUl' 
spiritual aspiration, but one that does not cover the 
\\'hole idea, too subtle perhaps for clear definition in 
language, though some trace of it should always colour, 
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for advanced thinkers, all reference to the changes 
inaugurated by each physical death. When the grave 
swallows any particular vehicle of consciousness that 
we have done with, it certainly marks an important 
::;tage of our progress through the infinitudes of life, 
and represents a very tiresome circumstance connected 
with this early period of human evolution; but only 
while we are suffering from the sad imperfections of 
conventional teaching is the grave surrounded with 
terror. 

The purpose of this article has not been merely 
to dissipate that terror, but to elucidate, for those 
who may long since have ceased to feel it, the detailed 
circu1nstances of the passage to the life beyond ; 
and above all, to show how the all-important principle 
of reincarnation does not in any way conflict with 
natural aspirations for spiritual existence after bodily 
death. Reincarnation is no hurried process. There 
i::; plenty of time in Eternity. Does anyone irnaginc 
that a thousand years of spiritual life after the fatigues 
of this one will not be enough for him ? If he con
tinues hereafter to entertain that view, then he will 
have 1nore. Or if he has no such far-reaching aspira
tion, and finds himself content with the simple 
enjoy1ncnt of the astral life on its less <~xaltcd kvcls, 
lw will fall asleep and drift back to physical life in 
ohedit'uce to natural law at the appropriate tin1e . 
. \nd both in his case and in that of his nwre adyanccd 
contcn1poraries, the rC'turn to phy~ical lif<' will be 
accontpli::;hcd as (~asily as the prOCl'Sscs of slef'p and 
\Yakiug duriug phy~icallifc, with tlw ituH·r nwchani~tn 
o[ \Yhich, for that mattt•r, 1no~t p<'opk an~ no hvttt r 
acquaintt'd than with the '~ ~t~thod of r<'birth, tht 
fulll 'St acquaintauct· with '' bich t:arri4 ·::. \\it h it tht: 
rnost compkt<~ acquicsceuet> in tlH' wi~dmn, beauty, 
aud harmouy of tlw \\ hok dt ·~t;n. 
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lh~ the I..t-th of April, I~H7, The Tinzes published 
an article entitled " Sheep without a Shepherd," 
which, gently and without bitterness but in un
equivocal tenus, described the conventional religion 
of the Churches and all their creeds as hopelessly 
1>Ut of date. Thinking 1nen and women were 
represented as convinced that religion must be 
rediscovered from the beginning. The clergyman 
and his religion " belong to a dead past." Thinking 
people" turn away from the Churches more and 1nore 
as their interest in religion grows." \Vhat they need 
is "a conception of the Universe in which they may 
take their place." They believe in Christianity but 
they need an expression of it that will satisfy intelli
gence. " The titne of cleansing for the Christian 
theology has been delayed so long that there is a 
danger lest the mass of men should think it all litter 
and dust of the past." The Churches have fancied 
that the danger would be staved off "by the slo\Y, 
reluctant relinquishing of this or that belief as it 
becmne impossible." The real need is for discovery 
and growth. The Church " n1ust not be cont<.'nt any 
longer to talk pious nonsense in the hope that it will 
::)eein sense because it is pious." 

One 1night have supposed that so sweeping an 
indictnwnt as this, directed against vested interests 
firmly rooted in social life, would have provokt'd 
a stonn of critici:nn and a flood of sympathetic 
reiteration. Has orthodoxy preferred silence as on 
the whole safer than defence that would provoke 
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fresh attack? If so, the fear is tnisdirectcd, because 
it is based on a misunderstanding of the attack. 
The clergyman accused of talking pious nonsense 
thinks the accuser an atheist denying God. The 
accuser is simply indignant with the clergyman for 
caricaturing God. There would still be a place for 
that clergyman~I ong us if he could be taught to 
reverence God w· ely. Has that attitude of wise 
reverence been tained by any of the earnest thinkers 
discontented with the clergyman's teaching ? Has 
discovery really anticipated the demand for it set 
forth in the article quoted ? Are there ans\vers 
available for people who " ask real questions about 
the nature of the "Universe," and may there not be 
already a considerable number of others who have 
profited during the last thirty years from wide 
publicity given to super-physical knowledge at one 
time reserved for a peculiarly qualified few? 

The true answer to that last question is in the 
affirn1ative, and those who have been concerned 
during recent years with the assimilation of ideas 
reflected in the Higher Occultism believe themselves, 
at all events, in possession of definite knowedge which 
rneets the intellectual craving represented by The 
Times article. Many books convey this to all who 
care to read, and describe the sources fro111 which it is 
derived. For some of us who arc students of occult 
:;cicnc{! and philo~ophy the authors of the teaching 
given out arc seen to have extraordinary clain1s on our 
trust. The nature of these claims can better be 
appreciated after we have fairly considered the 
gci.lcral outline of the teaching they conYey. It 
constitutes a co1nplctc n'spons'~ to the dt'l'land 
;::,et forth in The Times artich~. It doe:; gi\ c us a 
eo1uprehensive view of the Co:un<b to\\ hich \n~ bdong. 
It embodies a revelation \\hich i:;, for the world. at 
large, a " discovery," of prcYiou;-;ly unsuspected truth 

·~ 
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concerning the fundamental facts of spiritual silence 
underlying all forn1s of religion. It does much more 
than this because it gives us a perfectly clear view 
of the course of human evolution, dissipating all the 
darkness that surrounds death; lighting up the 
conditions of the new life that immediately follows 
the change and pointing out the path to be ultin1ately 
trodden, leading to infinitudes of progress. The view 
of Divinity, Life and Nature thus afforded--con
\·eniently to be described as the Higher Occultism
Inakes its first claim on respectful consideration by 
its own inherent reasonableness. It is vast in its scope, 
widely ramifying in all directions, but perfectly co
herent, scientifically harmonious; all parts of the 
whole mutually supporting each other. In one way, 
that is a difficulty for the beginner approaching the 
study of the Higher Occultism. The comprehension 
of-not necessarily the whole because the whole is 
an infinitude-but of a great volume of super-physical 
knov;ledge is essential to an adequate appreciation of 
its parts separately. But eventually when enough is 
grasped, conviction sets in as an intellectual necessity, 
and then, among other conclusions, the honest 
student realizes that the Higher Occultism has been 
a gift to the world from Teachers who are obviously 
entitled to profound trust. But his perception of this 
is no longer needed as a guarantee of the teaching. 
It embodies its own confirmation. 

Perhaps this can only be fully appreciated after a 
n1ore exhaustive study of super-physical science than 
can be provided for within the limits of a Reviev; 
article; but a mere outline sketch of the knowledge 
accumulating ·on our hands will go far towards 
justifying the claim made above. Indeed, the most 
elaborate attempt to deal with detail would still leave 
us gazing at remote horizons beyond which human 
vision cannot penetrate, but that is by itself a con-
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clition which tends to fortify belief in what can be 
seen. No theory which invested Eternity \vith a 
beginning and an end could be otherwise than absurd. 
But while the idea of God, Divinity, the Divine 
principle-whatever phrase \Ve prefer-expands into 
regions beyond the reach of understanding, we do 
find that in so far as this world is concerned-in so far, 
indeed, as the Solar System is concerned-Occultisn1 
presents us with an intelligible conception of the 
Divine Hierarchy; also, as already affirmed, clearly 
illuminating the mysteries of human origin and 
destiny, the course and conditions of evolution, and 
the manner in which Divi11e justice can be reconciled 
with the terrible irregularities of life in the physical 
world. It puts us in a position of intimate familiarity 
with the life on super-physical worlds surrounding our 
globe to which all pass after the change described as 
death. It enlarges our view of human destiny, to 
that extent that \Ve see life on other planets linked 
\Vi.th that of the Earth; and the whole Solar System 
resolves itself into a definite Divine enterprise, with 
an origin and purpose vaguely appreciable, though in 
touch with mysteries of infinitude and eternity ·which 
we need not, at this stage of our progress, attempt 
to fatho1n. Incidentally occult science forecasts the 
future progress in various directions of physical 
science, and in some cases those forecasts, n1ade ten 
or fifteen years ago, have already been overtaken by 
practical research. The proof of that last state1nent 
would involve a long digression, but is definitely 
available, as many of the conclusions ari::;ing fron1 the 
discovery of radiun1 were clearly set forth in a book 
entitled Occult Chentistry published many years before 
Madan1e Curie's lun1inqus contribution to plain 
physical science. Indeed laboratory research has a:; 
yet only partly overtaken the occult discoveries though 
confinning then1 as far as it has gone. 
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The claims for occult science just set forth may be 
examined one by one. It does not shrink from the 
use of the word " God " except in so far as the word 
has been degraded by ignoble creeds. But Supreme 
Divinity is necessarily infinite and 1nust have reference 
to manifestations in millions of worlds besides our 
own. And yet we feel sure that Divine Consciousness 
permeates this world. Occult teaching assures us that 
our own individual consciousness is a Divine emanation, 
though lin1ited in its scope and range of po\ver by the 
vehicle or sheath in which it is working-for the 
moment. The idea is susceptible of expansion. All 
consciousness is a Divine emanation-that working in 
animal forms-in vegetable forms even-also that 
\vorking in super-human forms on planes or realms 
of Nature loftier than the physical. The idea at once 
leads to an appreciation of the sublime magnificence 
of the Divine Hierarchy intervening between our 
humanity and the nearest manifestation of the 
infinite Divinity. Reasonable occultists do not pre
suine to formulate a rigid conception of that nearest 
manifestation, but they know that the Solar System 
is a definite enterprise \vithin the manifested Cniverse 
and therefore that in some way it can be identified 
\vith a vortex, so to speak, in infinite Divinity, and 
that is generally referred to as the Logos of the Solar 
Syste1n. \Vords are not well adapted to such thoughts, 
but we 1nust be content to use the best we have got. 
The simple Christian v:ho wants to discern a Father in 
God 1nay be chilled by this awfully super-physical 
idea, but he need not be so if he clings to his faith in 
Christ which the occultist has no wish to disturb. 
:\Iedieval creeds which the Churches perpetuate have 
caricatured the Christ idea, amongst other=', but the 
uccultist clearly understands·Chrbtas belonging to the 
Divine Hierarchy, in close touch with this world, and 
that understanding carries with it a reverential 
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feeling that no conventional Christian can possibly 
improve upon. Of course the Hierarchy of Beings 
representing various stages of spiritual evolution and 
a vast variety of functions in Nature include sublime 
entities on all imaginable levels, but the fundamental 
all-important idea to be held firmly in thinking of th~ 
hierarchy is that it constitutes the Agency through 
which the Divine purpose is worked out in manifesta
tion. This is one \Yay in which a scientific com
plexion is put upon occult religion. Agency runs 
down to the minutest activities of Nature. There is 
no break in the uniformity of the method. Archangelic 
Beings fulfil the Divine purpose on their levels. 
Ele1nental beings on levels of consciousness below our 
comprehension are agents in promoting the growth 
of plants, or carrying out the laws (the Divine purposes) 
of chemical affinity. This last thought relates to a 
huge branch of occult science in a borderland that 
physical research rnust soon invade. 

A hierarchy that includes Beings of the Archangelic 
order (and also others of still loftier spiritual rank) 
together ·with humbler agencies below the level of 
hurnanity, concerned with the working of natural law, 
must obviously also include beings but relatively 
little above tlw human level. And this thought 
illuminated by definite information brings the occul
tist into touch with a realm of knowled~e bearing 
equally on the· gon•rnn1cnt of this world and the 
possihiliti~s of hurnan evolution. There is a level 
of the great hierarchy definitely recruited from 
hunU1.11ity. Con1n1on concf'ptions of lnunan cvnlution 
han~ correctly hit off the idea that it is recruited itself 
fron1 lowrr forms of life. Prevailin~ hdi<'f, howeYcr, 
has not grasped th<' notion that it expands into hi~her 
fonns \Yithout any break of continuity. L\t an earlier 
period in the world's history this wa~ n1orc gt~n(·rally 
appreciat<'d than it ha~ be,•n in recent ~p·n::.·:;. Iu 
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ancient Egypt,, 'for example-though the five or six 
thousand years beyond which modern research does 
not extend were a mere decadent remainder as com
pared with still earlier Egyptian civilizations-the 
people generally knew that some few hierophants 
had risen to a high condition of knowledge and power 
as compared with ordinary humanity./ Definite sys
tems of initiation were known to lead upward towards 
those heights. Though later generations have lost 
sight of this deeply significant truth, it is still as true 
as ever. The (relatively) lower levels of the Divine 
Hierarchy are still recruited in that way. For recent 
ages the system has been veiled from common 
obs rvation. The progress of humanity is 'Yorked 
out in accordance with a definite Divine plan; For a 
time it was necessary that intelligence should be 
trained in the study of physical nature. The improve
ment of brain capacity was the task before the incar
nate vanguard of humanity. Super-physical know
ledge, the fascination of which would haYe attracted 
the pioneers of brain culture off the path designed for 
thcn1, was hidden away for a time. Those Inen of 
science who resent the movements of thought 
bringing it to the light of day again are survivals of 
the regime to which they have not yet ceased to belong 
-unconsciously bearing testimony, amusing to the 
occultist, to the accuracy of his diagnosis. 

The principle just hinted at-that human evolution 
docs not stop short at the stage reached by the n1ost 
brilliant representatives of current civilization
leads on to the appreciation of the idea that infinitude 
is applicable to that evolution, as to the loftier con
ception of Divine nature. The idea is best understood 
by tracing it back to son1e extent into the past. 
Consciousness-which eludes research in the dis
secting room-is, in a certain sense, uniform in its 
nature; incon1prehensible as regards its essence, but 
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vaguely acceptable as somehow of Divine origin. 
As above pointed out, its scope and range are de
termined by the vehicle or sheath in which it is 
involved. The full development of that idea puts 
a new face upon the whole theory of evolution. In 
any animal form we like to think of, consciousness 
has obviously a very limited scope compared with 
our own. The splendid light Darwin threw on 
Nature showed us the growth of form, following 
certain physical plane impulses. The occultist at 
first only found fault with the theory as ignoring 
the simultaneous evolution of consciousness. A 
clearer view has since been obtained. In the lower 
ani1nal forms consciousness has not been individual
ized. But an aggregate volume of consciousness 
animating many lower forms gradually feels the need 
of animating higher ones. Fully developed, the 
description of the process would be very protracted. 
Eventually in the highest animal forms consciousness 
is individualized and passes under well-understood 
conditions into the hurnan form, not at once into one 
of high development. By this time, however, the 
individualized consciousness may be treated as an 
Ego subject to the law of reincarnation. At first its 
progress may be thought of as the growth of the Ego 
-its spiritual growth going on concurrently with the 
iu1provemcnt in the hu1nan fonn and the perfection 
of the brain. Dut how is this view to be reconciled with 
the theory that consciousness is identical in essence 
throughout Xature? Quite easily, for all who profit 
by what is known concerning the laws governing 
reincarnation. Desire is one of thern. Desire for an 
ilnpro\·ed fonn providing in1proved scope for con
sciousness would be distinctly operative. Hut the 
n1an at a hurnble level does not know enough to 
fonnulate such a desire explicitly. He does it 
automatically by making the best usc of the iorm-
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or vehicle-he has got. Natural law then gives him 
a better one in his next life and so on ad infinitum,. 

The principle properly understood accounts for 
lofty as well as humble progress in evolution. The 
n1an in the beginning docs not know what he wants, 
but gets it by unconsciously conforming to the law. 
On a higher level he obeys it consciously, and the result 
is the smne. On all levels, of course short of those 
that are very exalted, action good or bad-Karn1a, 
to use the technical expression, good or bad-hastens 
or retards the result, and a mere recognition of the 
laws concerning reincarnation and Karma goes far 
to explain and justify the conditions of the world as 
we find it-with all its ghastly irregularities of physical 
and moral welfare. That is a huge branch of occult 
::;tudy by itself. But in tracing the manner in which 
hun1anity is linked with the Divine Hierarchy the 
occult interpretation of the minor mysteries of current 
life on Earth n1ay be left aside for the mo1nent. 

A profoundly significant phrase, borrowed, I belie\·e, 
from some Oriental scripture, runs as follows: " \\"hat
ever is, is, has been, or will be Human." Those few 
words cover the \vhole sweep of thought concerning 
the origin and destinies of ~Ian, the meaning of 
creation, the essence of all religion. Such thought, 
of course, 1nelts into the incomprehensible if pushed 
backward or forward into the infinitudes of Eternity, 
but is rnagnificently full of suggestion. That it 
account:i for all lower forms of life and the earlier 
conditions of this world is relatively uninteresting. 
It accounts for the Divine Hierarchy. That upward 
growth that we can trace from lower to higher forn1s 
of hu1nan life is nowhere arrested. Occult science has 
::;hown us fron1 the first that living fonns are not 
built mrrely of physical matter. During this familiar 
earth-life, even fairly advanced representatives of 
humanity are capable of passing fron1 ti1ne to time 
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into vehicles of consciousness built of finer orders 
of matter than those which build up flesh and blood. 
The full development of that subject would claim a 
long dissertation, but for the moment the important 
point is that, though physical humanity is an essential 
phase through which differentiated consciousness 
passes, a time comes when physical form is needed 
no more, and progress goes on without any break 
in the process towards conditions of being that, con
templated in in1agination from the physical plane 
level, seen1 to represent different orders of creation. 
1 ~eings on that level are simply among the members 
of the Divine Hierarchy referred to by the words 
" has been " in the phrase quoted above. 

But that does not mean that they have been 
sin1ply hurnan at any period in the history of this 
planet. Fron1 the point of view of occult science 
no world is a complete undertaking in itself. Life, 
the infusion of Divine consciousness into matter, is a 
vast coherent phenomenon in Nature, limitless in all 
directions. The idea may be approached by con
sidering its bearing on the Solar System, itself, as we 
are enabled now to realize, a coherent schen1e of 
manifestation, all its parts inter-related one with 
another, and as a whole inter-related with a larger 
Cosrnos. 

Comrnon astronomy deals with the magnitudes, 
di~tances, and rnovenrents of the various planets con
::,tituting the Solar Systern, and to some extent with 
their relative stages of development. Jupiter, for 
cxan1plr., is obviously a world in an eady stage of its 
growth, because it is still hot-ahnost incandescent. 
Occult astronomy-which might be called \Tital 
Astronorny-dcals \vith the life goir~g on in each planet, 
or for which en.ch is in preparation. In rnost cases 
each planet is part of an (apparently) indrpenrlent 
schcnw of eYolution. Thus the planet Yerius belongs 
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to a senior scheme as con1pared \vith that which the 
Earth represents. Human life there has already 
been carried to stages of growth enormously in advance 
of the stage yet reached here. But there, as here, 
individual growth has been affected by the play of 
individual Free \Vill (which presents no mystery to 
the occultist), and, though a very large majority of 
the original human population of the Venus scheme 
have attained to highly exalted conditions, some have 
dropped off in the course of bygone ages, the Egos 
having failed to attain conditions qualifying them to 
reincarnate among the more advanced majority. 
Their destiny is intensely interesting, as illuminating 
the economy of the Solar System as a whole. There 
is no final perdition for the failures of each planetary 
scheme in turn. They pass on to the next scheme ! 
The failures of the Senior Venus scheme are merged in 
the humanity of the Earth scheme. The further details 
of this process are of increasing interest. The failures 
concerned, though left behind by the successful 
candidates for progress on Venus, fell off from their 
proper human family at a later stage than that 
generally reached so far by the foremost races, even, 
of the Earth scheme. So the present conditions of 
Earth humanity do not yet afford them appropriate 
incarnation. Nature deals with the difficulty in her 
usual competent fashion, but to make the solution 
intelligible the conditions of our own planetary 
sche1ne must be taken into account. In our case 
three planets are linked together in one compre
hensive evolution. Of course, the reason of this is 
intelligible, but that would be a long story by itself 
and may be left aside for the moment. Our human 
family is at present distributed over three worlds
~Iars, the Earth, and :Mercury. Silly criticism based 
on ignorance may fall foul of this statement on the 
ground that ~Icrcury-so near the Sun-must be too 
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hot for human life. Too hot certainly for bodies 
of our flesh and blood, but the chemistry of Nature 
can solve more intricate problems than those merely 
of temperature. Mercury bodies are adapted to
temperatures in which our own could not exist. 

Now the main body of our human family is here on 
the Earth, but an inferior remnant at a very low 
and coarse stage of development-the dregs of our 
humanity, so to speak-is still on Mars. A vanguard 
of peculiarly advanced Egos is already on Mercury, 
leading a more beautiful life than any of which the 
Earth's main body has yet had experience. That 
advanced vanguard supplies the Venus failures with 
suitable opportunities for incarnation, and the bulk 
of the 1\tlercury population at the present time had to 
begin with a Venus origin. Of course .• the numbers 
are not great compared with those of the Earth
taking those to include Egos in and out of incar
nation-in physical bodies, that is to say, and on the 
higher spheres surrounding the physical planet. 

The i1nportance of the explanation just given turns 
on the way it shows the whole Solar System as a 
coherent organism, for obviously the system now 
operative as between the senior evolution of Venus 
and the next in order-our O\Vn-will go on providing 
for the evolution, at ren1otc periods in the future, of 
the outer planets, Jupiter, Saturn, l-ranus and 
~ eptune. Circumstances will no doubt vary in these 
far-off regions of the stupendous Divine progranune, 
but the leading idea establishes the unity within 
diversity of the plan that the Solar System repre
sents. 

This light ti~ough comprehensive sketch of the 
Divine plan will enable the reader incidentally to 
understand how the students of occult or Vital 
Astronon1y obtain their inforn1ation, obviously of 
a kind that no connnonplacc physical faculties can 
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possibly deal with. We see human evolutions ex
tending upward, \Vithout any break of continuity, 
to the nearest levels of the Divine Hierarchy. We 
realize the unbroken continuity of consciousness 
beyond those levels, so that knowledge of the kind 
that scen1s at the first glance to belong to Divinity 
itself must filt('r down to the lo\\'er levels of the 
Divine Hierarchy. Then we begin to understand 
how the Beings on those levels-in touch in one 
direction \Vith relatively Infinite \Visdom, in the other 
\vith ordinary humanity-may see fit to pass on to 
some qualified pupils in ordinary humanity some 
information illurninating the world and the Cosmos 
to which that ordinary humanity belongs. Indeed, 
it is obyious that sooner or later such information 
rnust be passed on, to provide for the fulfiln1ent of the 
Divine Plan. At earlier stages of growth humanity 
was not in need of all this lofty teaching. It had 
to accomplish certain achieven1ents-now, from the 
higher point of view, essential prelirninary under
takings. Humanity had to learn simple broad 
principles of n1oral science, to grapple with the vague 
idea that there was some Divine mystery pervading 
the world. The religions of various periods met this 
need with n1ore or less success. It did not much 
matter at first that they were irrational in their 
design. In days of one early papacy, for example, 
when priest:-~ disputed as to whether Christ was the 
real son, or an adopted son, of God, religious intelligence 
was not ripe for more suitable discussion concerning 
the DivinP Hierarchy. The \\Titer of the article on 
" Sheep without a Shepherd " seems to think the 
Clergy of the present day are not much n1ore ready 
for it. However this may be, some of them must 
be ready, and outside the Church a sufficient number 
haye been found ready, to justify the full flow of the 
teaching which this paper partly embodies. Then, 
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again, for the last thousand years or so, hunmnity 
has been getting ready for higher teaching by per
fecting its thinking capacity. The study of physical 
science has polished hun1an brains to a high degree of 
delicacy. That had to be done before religion could 
be levelled up. Habits of scientific thinking have 
certainly paved the \vay for appreciating the credi
bility of occult teaching, better than the mental 
training of the theologian plodding in the path of 
medieval creeds. A considerable number of people 
thus prepared are ripe for superior enlighteninent
more than ripe: definitely craving for it. It has 
become incumbent on the custodians of the superior 
knowledge to give out that knowledge far more freely 
than was necessary or desirable in the past. Only 
as we become possessed of the knowledge can we 
appreciate the obligation. The further growth of 
humanity towards higher conditions of being can only 
be accomplished by a humanity con1prehending its 
purpose and potential destinies. That level of the 
Divine Hierarchy nearest to and immediately above 
ordinary humanity has to watch oyer, guide, and 
prmnote the spiritual growth of that ordinary 
humanity. As those ready for new conditions 
beco1ne more and n1ore nunwrou~, tlw wurk of those 
who link hun1anity with the hierarchy bcconws 1norc 
and 1norc important and exacting. The occult 
:::;tudcut g-<•nerally refers to tho;:,e who an~ the links in 
question a::; the l\Iastcrs of \ ri;-;dOln. The title \Viii 
~erve for the ntun1cnt, though we ntay e\-t'ntually adopt 
a better. \Yhatevt•r nanw we u~,e, they are the 
imn1ediate agvnts uf DiYinity in earryi11g out the 
d<~:::,ign in which this world aud ib in1tahitaltb play 
a part, and, as tinw goes on, and tLvy h<l\'l~ nwre 
and 1nore to do in a wurld ripvniug hy degrees, 
their nmnbl~r::; rnust be recruited. That cau only be 
done as the 1:10re advancL:d clairuaub for spiritual 
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enlightenment are mentally and morally cultivated. 
The evolution of a humanity, in fact, is analogous to 
that of a single entity. In childhood his growth, 
well-being and education depend on others. Teaching 
gradually enables him to realize that his own will 
and effort must be brought into play to accomplish 
growth beyond a certain stage. His later development 
1nust depend upon himself. So with humanity at 
large. The evolutionary law works under loftier 
guidance for a time; but the race cannot improyc 
beyond a certain stage ·without understanding its place 
in Nature, without realizing the sublime truth that 
it must for its later development guide its own 
cYolution, govern itself. 

\Ve are now at an important turning-point in the 
\Vorld's history, even as the situation might be 
considered \vithout reference to. the · enorn1ously 
significant fact that t.he super-physical Po,vers of 
Good and Evil are engaged in the fiercest struggle for 
supremacy that has ever been waged in the whole 
history of ·the Solar System. The issue of that 
struggle is not in doubt. Beyond the horrors of the 
final crisis there stretches the assured vision of a 
beautiful future, but its beauty will be partly due to 
the continual expansion of the knowledge which 
has been gradually pouring into our hands during the 
last thirty-odd years, the ever-growing appreciation 
of which is no less certain than the ultimate defeat 
of the Satanic power hitherto directed, among other 
purposes, to stifle and impede its dissernination. 
That defeat accon1plished, the \Yorld's progress along 
desirable paths will proceed with a rapidity for which 
no previous experience has prepared us, and the 
influence of that comprehensive view of Nature and 
Divine truth that has hitherto been "occult "
veiled or partially obscured-will permeate religious 
thinking and soon lead to a reconstruction even of the 
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orthodox clerical presentation thereof, so that there 
will no longer be any inclination to regard that as 
" litter and dust of the past." The unseen laws 
governing the world and human evolution, the con
scious agencies through which they are administered, 
the higher realms of life intimately associated with 
the physical life on the Earth's surface, will all come 
within the range of human understanding in a near 
future and will bring about such a blend between 
science and religion, that each will be regarded as the 
complement of the other-the piety of the Church 
no longer nonsense in the sight of Science, and the 
critical insight of Science no longer a terror for a 
Church which will lean on it for support. 



RELIGIO~ UNDER H.EPAIR: A REPLY TO 
PROFESSOR LINDSAY 

E~DEA vouRIXG to fran1e a crushing " rejoinder " to 
1ny attempt to show that conventional religion is 
badly in need of repair, Professor Lindsay, \vrlting 
in the Nineteenth Century, proYided his readers with 
so fair a summary of its contents that he is en
ti tied to my thanks for bringing these afresh to 
the notice of any among them who 1nay have over
looked their first presentation. But in failing to 
appreciate their importance he shows clearly how 
n1inds untrained in the study of ~ature's super
physical mysteries are embarrassed \Vith prepos
sessions partly derived from medieval theology and 
partly from materialistic habits of thought prevalent 
in the last century. C.urrent thinking meanwhile 
has been deeply coloured by the recognition of some 
capacities of human consciousness that transcend the 
physical senses. There are still 1uany amongst us 
who resent subtle discoveries outrunning their own 
experience._:# \Vhat they can't understand they refuse 
to believe,· and must be left in the rear of mental 
progress. But for those \\·ho do not protect their 
opinions by carefully guarding their ignorance, some 
broad convictions, at all events, are gathering strength. 

Foremost an1ong these is the certainty that there 
arc avenues to perception over and above those pro
vided by the physical senses. If anyone now denies 
tjlC possibility of clairvoyance, he does not express an 
opinion; he merely shows hin1self unact}uaintecl \'dth 
certain developments of scientific research. Again, 
\Yhile crowds of blatant assailants abuse the 1nultitudes 
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who know that they have touch with conditions of 
human life following on the change called death, dis
belief in that matter where it exists is merely due to 
ignorance of the work done in that department of 
research. Those who challenge either of the state
ments just made are not entitled to attack a writer 
who takes them for granted. The literature dealing 
with them is abundant. No one addressing intelligent 
hearers concerning any fresh development of super
physical research can be fairly called on to waste his 
time in going afresh over the rudimentary discoveries 
of fifty years ago. A 1nodern chemist, \\Titing about 
the atomic weight of thorium-lead, does not include 
in his essay an elaborate argument to show that the 
measurement of atomic weight is possible. 

The stream of criticism Professor Lindsay directs 
against my exposition of lately expanded teaching 
concerning human and super-human evolution may 
be partly sum1ned up in the question " How do you 
know?" expressed in various phrases, few of which 
offend good taste in their form. But the answer is 
embodied in the various books I have written in the 
last thirty-odd years, and I do not want to go over 
all that ground again. I will sum1narize it briefly, 
recognizing this as by far the m.ost important question 
that can be put by anyone niCeting v;ith the later 
results of occult research before having grown 
familiar \vith the earlier achieve1ncnts of that great 
unclrrtaking. But in the first instance I an1 te1nptcd 
to d<'al with :-,onw amusing objections levelled by the 
l'rof~ssor against various " assumptions " I have 
n·uturcd to put forward as in no need of elaborate 
proof. 

\Iy ren1ark that occult research anticipated 1nany 
of the " conclusions arising fro1n the discovery of 
radium "is twisted into a statcrnent that it anticipated 
the discovery of raditun, and treated with sarcasn1 

5 
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accordingly. The fact, as I stated it, is simply 
indisputable to anyone who ¥.ill take the trouble to 
read the book I referred to, Occult Chem,istry, and 
observe the date of its publication. It is obviously 
in1possible to repeat the contents of that book here. 
It will be found deeply significant for all persons 
interested in chemical science. 

Pantheis1n! There is some resemblance between 
the true doctrine and the speculation going by that 
nan1e, just as there is some resen1blance between 
1neten1psychosis and reincarnation, but also all the 
difference that there is between a lump of gold-bearing 
4uartz and a finished gold coin. Spinoza's pantheism 
absorbed God in Nature and left no God behind. 
l kcult pantheism recognizes Nature as an emanation 
of God, but also recognizes the infinite, supreme, 
Divine incomprehensible Being of omnipotent con
sciousness v;hich is God, as losing nothing by its 
infusion into matter. Thus occult pantheism includes 
Deis1n while clearing that conception of its-liinitations. 
It is true that almost all the finished 1nental products 
of rnodern occult research have been crudely antici
pated in a great many early philosophies and scrip
tures. The splendour of their modern presentation 
is due to the extraction of the interior truth from the 
rough ore-its re-statement in terms of \Yestern 
scientific thinking. That is the ans\ver to the objec
tion that my " theory is as old as Gnosticisn1," and 
to the son1ewhat inane charge that " 1ny pretensions 
to uufold a new and satisfying cosmic world-view are 
simply ridiculous." That which is ridiculous is the 
suggestion that in its present fonn-with tnodern 
scientific precision and detail-it can be found either 
in Gnostic \\Titings, or even in Sanscrit Upanishads
with which by the way our Professor may not be 
intin1ately acquainted as he refers vaguely to 
" Hindoo philosophy." That phrase might be 
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paralleled by a Hindoo who should refer to " the 
European language " as though there were only one. 
It may be in a certain sense true that " there is 
nothing ne\v under the Sun," but as time goes on old 
ideas get sometimes so embellished by advancing 
knovilledge that they seem the product of a new 
revelation. That is emphatically true of the cos1nology 
developed no'v by students of what-for want of any 
better term-1 have called the Higher Occultism. 

Reincarnation ! Our Professor thinks it " has 
never found favour in the \Vest." I think it is 
commanding the assent. of all intelligent people
wheneycr it is understood. Unhappily it is very 
widely 1nisunderstood-as by our Professor, obviously, 
when hl' describes it as a paralyzing doctrine of which 
fatali~n1 is the natural outcome. The natural outcome 
is exactly the reverse, because it sho,:vs each life in turn 
the expression of causes set in n1otion by the free-will 
of thr Ego in fonner lives. Again, complete ex
planation of the real doctrine would claim. very many 
of thesr pages. That doctrine is fairly set forth in 
1ny own published \\Titings, but I do not feel entitled 
to adY<'rtise them here. If anyone thinks, along 
necessitarian lines, that acts in each life are inedtablc, 
and therefore, as causes, encouraging fatalis1n, the 
answer is, firstly, n contradiction of the assurnption 
arbing fro1n our knowled~e of the \vay Karma is 
adju:--t~·d by the Eleincntal agents of the Lipika ! 
I u:::t· tvchnicn.l phraseology for the nwnwnt, to hint 
that in <1<-alin~ with the Higher Occultisrn I a1n 
skirtiug the confinr3 of an (•!a borate sr.icnct'. The 
words used above will have a dt'f1nite nwaning for 
rYcry Tlwu~ophical student, and will, I yentun• to 
thiuk, lH~ quite destitute of rncaning for tlw Professor. 
Secondly, the reason why incarnation pnn ides for 
intellectual 1noral and spiritual growth and expansion 
is to lw discerned in tlw fact, so ill-understood by the 
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materialistic science of the last century, that Thought 
is a force. Again, that is a statement that people 
ignorant of all that has been done in psychic research 
during the last quarter of the last century will not 
understand, and, therefore, will foolishly deny. The 
influence of thought on future incarnations has been 
elaborately traced in my own and other current books. 
In truth it determines their course. And, when 
understood, reincarnation becomes not only acceptable 
but the only thinkable method of carrying on human 
evolution. Some people are frightened of it, because 
they foolishly imagine that it means their own 
individuality and consciousness immersed in a baby 
form, and miserable in such a condition. Their 
consciousness during the baby period will be on a 
higher plane in another vehicle. They will not enter 
their new bodies till these are mature far beyond the 
stage of the nursery. How can I convey a glin1mer 
of the truth in a few words ? The spiritual entity of 
an advanced representative of a highly civilized race 
may be older than this world. His or her incarnate 
personality, in any given case, may be only a partial 
incarnation. There is a Higher Self, the part of the 
whole self, on a spiritual plane all the while. Clair
voyants, adequately endowed, can see the law at work. 
:Mesmeric practice will often enable one to get touch 
through a personality with his or her Higher Self, 
and thus not merely verify its existence but acquire 
voluminous information concerning the conditions 
of the super-physical I calms of consciousness belonging 
to this world. These become so familiar to the 
qualified occult inyestigator, that current discussions 
as to whether they do really exist or not are more 
ludicrous in his sight than the outsider \vho never 
concerns hi1nself with such inquiries can easily 
imagine. And students of occultism will be even 
more amused by the Professor's criticism to the effect 
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that their studies throw " no light on the problems 
of life and consciousness." Their literature is saturated 
with ethical teaching of an exalted order, ''·hich 
bears on every imaginable problem of life and con
sciousness. Some Theosophical writers, indeed, are 
so dominated by the thought that nothing matters 
except the cultivation of the loftiest moral virtues, 
that they are less interested in the knowledge con
cerning the previously hidden mysteries of Nature 
which it has been my special business to unveil as far 
as possible. To say that the Higher Occultisn1, which 
embraces or includes Theosophy, does not concern 
itself with moral problems, would be like saying that 
the branch of science called Physics does not concern 
itself \vith electrical phenomena. 

So now let me turn to the suprernely i1nportant 
question Professor Lindsay puts impressively-with 
reference to a statement I made about Venus and 
:Mercury-" How does he know ?" Quite uncon
sciously he answers his own question when, intending 
to be satirical, he says: '' l\1r. Sinnett would appear 
to have sources of information not generally avail
able." Precisely so. I first can1e into touch with 
those sources of infonnation in the year I 879, and a 
year or two later wrote a book, The Occult T-Vodd, 
fully detailing the circu1nstanccs under which I ob
tainPd that touch, and son1e of the intellectual results 
that en~ued fron1 it. That touch has been 1naintained 
to the pre;o;cnt day, and it is hugely in1portant that 
the consequent authenticity of Theosophical and 
Occult teachin~ should he properly appreciated. 
Explanation of the reasons which led Inany of us to 
tru~t tlwrn in the beginning, and of experience~ con
finning that trust in later year~, is thus due not so 
n1uch to any casual critic exhibiting hostile in
credulity, as to the c\·cr-increasing n1ultitudc:; who 
arc syn1pathetically attracted to occult teaching on 
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its own inherent merits. Already the Theosophical 
Society, which does not by any means exhaustively 
comprehend the vast movement of Theosophical 
thought, numbers-according to last year's general 
report-989 distinct branches or 11 Lodges " all over 
the \vorld, with 26,280 members, leaving 11 enemy 
countries " out of account. In the interest of these 
-now constituting the second generation of Theo
sophical members, for I am almost the only survi\·or 
of quite the first generation-as well as in the in
terest of the far larger numbers who will assuredly 
appreciate Theosophical teaching as time goes on, 
it is supremely desirable that the actuality and na~ure 
of that 11 Occult World" described (very imperfectly) 
in my first book should be correctly realized. All 
knowledge on which our welfare depends must be 
constantly brought up to date. A conviction once 
definitely and justly established in the mind ought 
never to fade, but for many people such convictions 
require to be refreshed from time to ti1ne. So, in 
reply to an inquiry, which on its own n1erits alan(' 
need not perhaps have claimed very earnest treatincnt, 
but 1uay have a dull, wide echo if undealt with, I 
shall venture to explain once more 11 how I know " 
and what are my sources of infonnation. 

The great developments, as far as they concerned 
tnyself, began in I 879, and, though the Professor 
thinks that .:\lme. Blavatsky and the ~Iahatn1as are 
a little demode, the events of that period paYed the 
way for supremely important results. As anyone 
who \viii read my first book will sec, :\hne. Blavatsky 
exercised abnormal powers. It is futile to suggest 
that later on she \vas accused of practising i1nposturc. 
These accusations related to events occurring long 
after I left India. They are scorned by the multitudes 
who still reverence her men1ory, but it is not my 
business to deal V\'ith them. The record of her 
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n1agical doings which I put forward has never been 
challenged. Nor can it be challenged except on 
the hypothesis that I am not telling the truth. 
If things occurred under the circumstances I describe, 
no possible theory can be framed to account for them 
except the theory that she exercised po\ver over 
forces of nature as yet unknown to science, producing 
effects that were a defiance of conventional beliefs 
relating to the natural laws governing matter. No 
critics of my story accuse me of intentional falsehood. 
They would be laughed at by the large number who 
know n1e if they did. They may accuse me of having 
been deceived, but that accusation falls to the ground 
for all who read my records, because, if things hap
pened as I describe them, there was no room for 
deception. That position could only be established 
afresh by a tedious recapitulation of definite occur
rences, and it is useless for critics to assail it unles!? 
they will refer to the original statements and show 
how, under the circumstances, there \Vas roon1 for 
i1nposture. For the Inoment I must be content to 
repeat that such showing is impossible. I was far 
n1ore deeply interested at the time than anyone can be 
now, in din1inating from the experin1ents I made all 
possibility of fraud . 

. .:\uyhow the result was that I came to kuot.o that 
:\lml'. Blavabky {'Xcrcised, or was the agent through 
whon1 were cxrrcised, fiuper-normal po\n·rs. That 
111ade nH~ inclined to listen to her statement as to how 
~uch powers were obtained. The statentent wa::; to 
the vfft!ct that they wen~ a rdatiYely feeble rdketiou 
of mightier pO\Yers and wider knowledge po;-;:=-essed 
by ct•rtain nwn whmn she had personally known--
nH.:Inbc-rs of a great 1 {rothcrhood represcntil\g a higher 
stage of hu1nan eyolution than had Leen attainerl hy 
the foren10st cycn of tho:se repre::;enting the progress 
of scientific knowledge in the OJH'll world at l~rgc. 
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This state1nent, though striking and impressive, did 
not seem to me incredible. \Vhy should human 
perfectibility after crossing such gulfs as those which 
separate our greatest exponents of intellectual evolu
tion-Faraday, Newton, Copernicus, Pythagoras, etc., 
etc.-fron1 the man in the street (not to speak of the 
savage), why should it stop short at the stage repre
sented by the names quoted? Nor was any mental 
difficulty involved in the idea that still loftier stages 
had to do with knowledge-and powers ensuing 
from it-that could not desirably be diffused through 
the world at large in its present stage of development. 
That is obvious, and it accounted for the reserve and 
seclusion of the advanced " ~lasters of ¥/isdom," or, 
to use the favourite Eastern tern1, " the Mahatmas." 
\Vhen I began to write about them, shallow-minded 
readers fastened on a story which lent itself to derision, 
while n1ore intelligent listeners in large numbers 
began to think seriously of " Theosophy," the com
prehensive tenn assigned to the new views of natural 
philosophy opening out before us. 

Satisfied myself (to go back to the beginning) that 
the exponents of the higher knowledge 1nust exist, 
I was eager to get into touch with them-and suc
ceeded. First a protracted correspondence began. 
How did letters pass between n1yself and unkno\vn 
correspondents, in Himalayan seclusion ? By that 
time I knew (see The Occult TVorld) that occult power 
could transport physical objects through space. 
I found that the " :\[aster " could " take " 1ny letters 
by n1eans unfamiliar to the post, could give me the 
answers in strange and unexpected \vays. But the 
" wonder " of this grew gradually subordinate to 
the importance of the con1munications themselves. 
::\Ioreover, it \Vas eclipsed by personal experiences of 
a super-normal character that put me in close.r touch 
with the Occult \Yorld than that established by the 
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correspondence. I am now merely sketching the 
course of events. To describe them in detail would 
mean re-writing some of my books, but the sketch 
will, at any rate, suggest the nature of those" sources 
of information " which are within my reach, though 
" not generally available." And a moment's re
flection will show how reasonable it is to believe that 
the" Masters "(to use the Western equivalent for the 
Indian word Mahatma) are able, if willing, to give 
such information concerning the other planets of the 
Solar System and its general design as that which 
I made use of in my former article1 for the Nineteenth 
Century, and in n1any books. Common knowledge 
here amongst us relating to the capacities of our own 
clairvoyants (though there are people claiming to be 
cultured \vho remain absolutely ignorant of them) 
shows us the way in which senses finer than the 
familiar five will reveal what is going on at great 
physical distances. Developed by Masters of super
physical science is it surprising that they should reach 
out to other worlds of our system? 

Again, amongst us everyone follo\ving the progress 
of modern psychic research \1\'ill know that it is 
possible for the consciousness (Soul, Ego, call it what 
you like) to pass out of the physical body for a tirne 
during life, to bid a conscious good-bye to the 
physical body left asleep, and roarn the spaces of the 
" astral " world imrnediately around us, bringing 
back recollection of such excursions when resuming 
the usc of the physical body. And during such 
excursions it may be possible, for those pern1itted, 
to have speech with :\lasters, as well as with lesser 
hun1an entities \vho have gone through the change 
called d~.~ath, and thus learn lessons of priceless 
interest. 

1 See ,..Vin('teenth Centur)' a;zd .tjter, S<'ptember 1917, pp. 53(1, 
537· 
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There are indeed other ways of gathering in such 
teaching, and these have been to some extent at 1ny 
service since the far-away days of the beginning that 
I have been describing, up to the present time. I mn 
now in a position to deal, much more definitely than 
then, with the functions of the Masters in connection 
with the government of the world and of the stupen
dous Divine Hierarchy to which they belong. 

Vast nutnbers among us are ripe now to appreciate 
this revelation, though other vast numbers are still 
intellectually cramped by conventional ·prejudice 
fro1n which they cannot escape, and it is to those 
thus ripe that I venture to address what remains to 
be said, rather than to assailants impatient with the 
disturbance of their cherished limitations. 

The condition described as l\Iastership can only be 
attained by the sanction of still higher authority, 
when the n1oral and spiritual evolution of the being 
in question has reached a condition which I have 
described in an earlier writing as follows: 

\Vhen he is in a position to surycy the whole procc-::>::3 on which 
the human :family is launched, from its beginning in the remote 
past to its conclusion in the almost immeasurably distant future; 
when all the natural laws and forces which play round it lie within 
his comprehension and grasp, whether they are opcrath-e on the 
physical plane \vith its wonderful complexity of molecules and 
forces, or on those other planes invisible to ordinary sight which 
interpenetrate it or surround it and arc more bewildering in their 
complexity still; when all the myriad enigmas of good and evil, 
of sin and sorrow, and hope, arc resolved into intelligible meaning, 
and neithe-r the earth below, nor the he-avens above, nor life, nor 
death, lwhl any ridctlcs from his unclc-rstanding, the ;\tlept is 
qualified to att<.lin the- final rank in th<"' vast concate-nation of 
progress we have bc<:n surveying. 

Concurrently with the adYance in knowledge and 
power thus suggested, the :.\laster has been correctly 
described by another \\Titer as necessarily endowed 
with " perfect co1npassion, an absolutely selfless 
devotion to the welfare of all sentient beings, and 
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c1 boundless love and fellow-feeling for them all." 
It has been my privilege in recent years to pick up 
some bits of information concerning former lives of 
some among the great Masters, and these have illus
trated what the writer just quoted meant by absolute 
selflessness, in a way that has thrilled me with 
emotion, though on the higher level self-sacrifice is 
taken as a matter of course. How, it may be asked, 
can a being on the Master's level be in a position to 
incur self-sacrifice ? If his body is menaced by injury 
or destruction, he can quit it at will and assume a new 
incarnation if he chooses. Undoubtedly; but though 
he 1nay have been doing that at intervals (very pro
tracted intervals) for a long series of ages, he n1ay 
sometimes as a definite duty, to fulfil some peculiar 
purpose, take quite a humble or commonplace incar
nation in the ordinary world. He will never in such 
cases be known as a :Master in the ordinary world, but 
he Inay, for reasons connected with the ·welfare of 
other people, choose to remain with then1 and die, 
even a painful death in the ordinary way, though he 
1night had he chosen have slipped out of the body 
without incurring the least inconvenience, or, as 
Apollonius of Tyana is said to have done when before 
Do1nitian, vanish fro1n sight and rcn1ovc hi1nsclf 
from danger by occult Inutns. Nor indeed does the 
nwrc exchange of one body for another 1nean any 
trouble for the Adept of 'laster rauk. He can keep 
any one going for periods nwasurcd in centuries that 
dazzle our in~agination, but in the course of ages may 
find it convenient to take new ones fron1 tinlC to tinH.·. 
And this thought alone is one which will help to 
dissipate the erroneous 11otiou pn~valeut in tlw 
beginning of the Thcosophiealinon:~Incnt, to the effect 
that there was som<'thing c~pecially Ea:-;tern in the 
highrr Adeptship. The .:\laster of Occultis1u is bound 
by no lirnitations of nationality, will be somctin1cs 
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in an Eastern as often in a \Vestern incarnation. He 
belongs to the \Vorld ! not to any single section of its 
people, however large that section may be. 

The main idea in relation to the l\Iasters that I want 
to enforce is this: they belong to the Divine Hierarchy 
that presides over the evolution of mankind, and as 
regards their \vork in guiding human progress, a5 
definitely as they are able, arc absolutely at one, in 
thought and intention, with the still higher agents in 
that sublime hierarchy. They may not always find 
it possible to steer hu1nanity exactly as they would 
wish. \Ve, in this life, collectively constitute a craft 
that often fails to ans\ver to the helm. And, as I 
endeavoured to explain in a forn1er article entitled 

Our Unseen Enemies and Allies," 1 we are terribly 
1nixed up with inimical agencies bent upon interfering 
with the Divine purpose at every available oppor
tunity. If it were not for the ceaseless. untiring 
efforts of our unknown protectors to shield us from 
the consequences of such attacks, the civilization of 
the world, the further evolution of the whole human 
race, indeed, would be utterly wrecked. 

For various reasons it is highly desirable that the 
world should understand this. The services the 
l\Iasters render us, in hannony with the influence of 
the whole hierarchy to \vhich they belong, would be 
rendered just as zealously, however ignorant we 
tnight be of the benefits conferred upon us. Divine 
agents do not work for reward. But if the matter is 
rightly understood it will be seen that \Ve are the 
people who would be richly rewarded, if we became 
cognizant of the benefits conferred, and were, so to 
speak, grateful accordingly. It is true, indeed, that 
if such gratitude were widely felt and associated with 
clear comprehension of the \vay in which our Elder 
Brethren, the Unseen lVIasters, are struggling on supcr-

1 Sec Nineteenth Century and After, October, 1915. 
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physical planes \Vith the Powers of Evil on our behalf, 
they would in a certain degree be strengthened in the 
struggle they arc carrying on. Success docs not 
depend on such reinforcement of strength; that is 
certain and assured, but the duration of the struggle, 
on which the duration of the War depends, might be 
to some extent affected in the way above described. 

Meanwhile the more subtle reward we should secure 
by gratefully appreciating the protection afforded us 
has to do with a law of Nature fmniliar to the occultist, 
and of growing importance to humanity as evolution 
proceeds. Spiritual help of the kind affecting the 
spiritual welfare and progress of each human unit 
can only be rendered by higher beings in response to 
aspiration from the level of this life. \Ve Inust look 
up, in order that they n1ay look down, in the Inanner 
affecting individual progress. The progress of the 
world collectively will go on, anyhow, when the 
terrible crisis through which it is passing is over, be
cause some of us will assuredly be looking up, and 
these in the course of time will drag on the rest. In 
that way the evolution and progress of the race, as a 
whole, is provided for, but it will be appreciably 
accelerated if those who look up, in the way described, 
beco1ne appreciably more nun1r.rous than the n1ere 
laws of average would ensurP. And the accderation of 
progress, as regard~ the UIHYard-lookr.rs theinsC'lves, 
might be more rcrnarkable than th<>y can readily 
i•nagjne. ~ot indeed that such a spiritually selfish 
n1othc ought to be 1nainly operative in bringing about 
the state of feeling that should prevail. Front the 
point of view of the niCrr. occult student on this plane 
of life, it is disgusting that the great 1nultitude 
around us should be, so to speak, soppiu~ up the 
benefits conferred upon thcn1 by the ~lasters col
lcctiYdy and failing even to feel df'ccntly thankful. 
Any ::\laster who may take cognizance of this that 
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I a1n writing would, I fancy, laugh at the notion that 
they could be supposed to want gratitude, but none 
the less all that I have written above holds good, and 
anyhov: I know that they are eager to help all who 
are ready to be helped, and therefore are more than 
pleased when such help is consciously invoked. At 
earlier stages of the world's growth they had to 
remain concealed. The stake and the torture 
chambers of the Church awaited those who tried to 
proclaim any faith nobler than that of the priests. 
The :Masters had to bide their _time. But their time 
has now come. The world is ripe to have its :religious 
thought levelled up J.o -harmonize with the sublime 
realities of Diyme -government, and the dangers of 
allowing spiritual truth to be set free from medieval 
corruption have at last become negligible. 

A good deal in advance of the modern occult 
deyelopment, a book called A Suggestive Inquiry into 
the llernzetic J.lfystery, published fifty years ago, 
gaye out some infonnation about alchemy (the 
occultism of the ~Iiddle Ages) that some deyotees of 
that study at the tin1e thought dangerously frank. 
The author answers the criticism by anticipation in 
words which I will leave, in conclusion, as applicabl~ 
also to such explanations as it has been my privilege 
to put forward : 

If we have been free in our expositions the spirit was not the 
more rccklc::.s, but becan:>e the thre:->holds of ignorance arc alrcadv 
oycrpa ~t. . . . They arc aU now incred ulou:; who were formerly 
dr(<l.dcll in their belief, and u.uler that"safe guardianship we leave 
thc·m happily supine in t ltt• condction that our conduct will 
neither Le atlretcthc nor imclligihle, much less practically usdut 
to the profone multitmk o( mankind. 
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A FE\V arnong the great host of his devotees who, 
besides appreciating the varied beauties of Tennyson's 
poetry, are in touch with modern developments of the 
Higher Occultism, will be aliv'e to the significance 
of son1e hints scattered through his writings showing 
how he, in advance of modern developments, intuitively 
diYined son1e important principles now ernerging from 
obscurity into the light. Even ~1ighly cultured and 
appreciative readers, unless also students of occultism, 
n1ay pass thern by unnoticed. Sir Alfred Lyall, for 
exarnple, in his generally admirable survey of Tcnny
::;on 's \Vork, contributed to the series of " English :\len 
of Letters," overlooks son1e glaring hints of the kind 
in question, while actually dealing with the mere 
literary chann of one pocru Jnainly devoted to the 
pn·sentation of occult ideas. 

The elucidation of the passa~rs thu~ hinting at 
hitherto hidden rnystt~ries of ::;piritual Xature b thl' 
purposP of the pr<'5l'nt artir.lt-, hut it must not be hdd 
to irnply tlw.t th<' \\Titer sed\:;-- tn rnrol1\~nny:-;on in the 
ranks of professed occulti .... t..... ( )f course, tlH' splendour 
of hi:- gl'niu;;; :-,hmw chidly in hi~ trC'atlllC'llt of purdy 
huruan ( nwtion. .\nd \\t', whu have pa~.:;rd through 
life sick by sick \Yith th<' portic ::;trearn of JJ~.., creation 
that flowed through tlw gn.·ater pnrt of the la::;t 
t~t·ntury, han~ ch~rivcd our most intcn~~~ pk~bun· fro1.t 
the perfl'ction of his earlier' vr::>t·, aptl.rt fro In tht.' lk·aut) 
of the thoughts it conn·yed. ~llwn canu· the Idyll:. 
of the King iu their statdy nmguificeHCl', hut they 
have nothing to do with occultisru. .A truly ~reat 

/') 
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poet can never be a specialist in any one vein of 
creation, though in \vhatever vein he is following, 
Tennyson seems for the moment to be a specialist 
in that. The Lady of Shalott, The Day Dremn, The 
Lotos-Eaters, and n1any others of that period, surpass 
in their musical charm any previous verse in English 
literature, though Byron and 1\ioore sometimes 
touched the same level. And the way in which 
Locksley Hall might be criticized, like llatnlet, as 
'i full of quotations," shows how Tennyson was a 
specialist among poets in coining phrases that linger 
in universal memory, while the Idylls of the King lead 
some of us to forget that the supreme master of 
blank verse was equally unrivalled in dealing with 
rhyme. But after all, however highly we 1nay 
appreciate his art, that rnerely renders the surface 
worthy of the substance of his poetry. 

So much in advance to show that the interest sotne 
of us 1nay take in the flashes of occult inspiration to 
he discerned in Tennyson's poems need not separate 
us from the sympathy of worshippers who live in a 
more familiar atn1osphere. Nor from the point of 
view of occult students, who have profited by the flood 
of light let in of late on mysteries previously obscure, 
will the flashes in question show that Tennyson was 
completely in possession of knowledge which humbler 
mortals at the present day are inheriting without an 
effort. Indeed, innu1nerable allusions to death and 
the hereafter in In J.\;fenzorimn are. hardly tinged with 
any philosophy deeper than ordinary religious feeling, 
and in The Tzt•o Voices the second voice, which sweeps 
away the cotnfortlcss reasoning of the first, offers 
merely 

A little hint to solace \Voe-
~\ hint, a whisper breathing low, 

a nwrc " hidden hope." And yet the same poem 
contains a passage that might almost be reckoned 
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among the flashes of inspiration, suggesting the theory 
of life now reduced to a scientific shape, and gradually 
winning consent in all directions-the doctrine of 
Reincarnation : 

I cannot make this matter plain, 
But I would shoot, howe'er in vain, 
A random arrow from the brain. 

It may be that no life is found, 
\Vhich only to one engine bound 
Falls off, but cycles always round. 

As old mythologies relat<', 
Some draught of Lethe might await 
The slipping thro' from state to state. 

As here we find in trances, men 
Forget the dream that happens then, 
l ·ntil they fall in trance again. 

I need not expand the quotation. The poem fron1 
which it co1nes will be fa1niliar to all Tennysonian 
enthusiasts, and the passage to which I call attention 
embodies a thought far more fully treated in later 
utterances; but before dealing with them it is worth 
while to turn back to one of his very earliest fragments 
entitled The J.~lyst£c, writtC'n when Tennyson could not 
have been more than sevC'nteen, and to be found, I 
think, in one edition of the Poc1ns by Two Brothers. 
It begins: 

.. \ngd.; luwc talkl'(l with him and ::;hown him throne~. 
Ye knew him not, h<' w<L~ nut one- of yc-, 
\ e ::-~v(•rnt~(l him "i th an unui:;c(~rning scorn, 
Yt ' (oul•l not rt'atl thC' marw·l in hi::; <'ye, 
Thl' tii:Ul S<'rolc abstraction he lmth Iclt. 

:::ikippiug a great deal to the sanw general effect, we 
contc to the final linl's, which arc as follows: 

J low could yc- know him? Ye wt.•re ye-t wiLhin 
the narrower circle: he ha•l well-nigh rc~LclH~•l 

'llw la.-.t which wiih a n·gi••n c1f wllit.e tl.unc 
Pun · without hcn.t int0 a hcgcr air 
l phurniug and ;w dhl·r of hlack blue 
lm l ·:-itcth and <' n;;;ii\l. all other lin•<>. 

' I 
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As far as the form of this poem is concerned we 
need not trace any of the lines, though some of them 
are dignified and worthy of the subject, to anything 
in the nature of verbal inspiration. As the .l'v!enzoir 
by his son shows us, Tennyson wrote verse when he 
was only eight years old, and the ~fenzoir gives us 
some fairly long and harmonious examples of his 
boyhood's work, never published during his life, '\\Titten 
when he was fourteen or fifteen. Everyone familiar 
with the principle of Reincarnation \\rill readily under
stand that so great a poet as Tennyson must have 
been a poet already in former lives, and could not 
but bring over the capacity for poetic expression, so 
that inspiration, merely conveying an idea, could 
rely on the new personality to clothe it in appropriate 
language. Thus, although the ideas underlying The 
J1ystic can hardly be regarded as originating in the 
rnind of a boy of seventeen, the \Vords conveying the1n 
ruay have been entirely his own. 

The description of The i1fystic is not appropriate 
to any one on the ordinary plane of life to whom that 
term might apply. \\:"riters on the philosophical 
system generally called " Mysticism " are " 1\:Iystics " 
in one sense, but may not have any characteristics 
resernbling those described in the poem. Those are 
the characteristics which-with others-belong to the 
highly evolved " Elder Brethren " of the human race 
-now generally spoken of as the l\Iasters of \Yisdom, 
uf whom-since they themselves have communicated 
1nore freely than in former times with the ordinary 
plane of life-we have come to know a good deal. 
That they inspire many modern writers with ideas 
for them to work up in the progress of literature, art, 
and science is now clearly- realized by their pupils 
in occultism. Conventional thinking has hitherto 
rnade at once too much and too little of inspiration. 
It has been conceived as only of very rare occurrence 
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iu connection with writings of a sacred character, its 
frequency being thus very limited, while its source 
is thought of as altogether Divine. It is really of 
constant occurrence and emanates from all levels of 
the Divine Hierarchy. The extent to which v.rriters 
and artists (those with some lofty purpose in their 
work) are " helped " by invisible beings, on a higher 
plane of life than thei(own, can hardly be exaggerated, 
so there is indeed little reason to be surprised at 
finding a youthful poet of Tennyson's promise under 
inspiration from a very early period. 

But the world was not ripe in the year 1826 for the 
gift of any detailed information concerning the actual 
constitution of the Divine Hierarchy, with its varied 
levels of dignity and po'\ver and intricate agencies. In 
1892, towards the close of the great poet's life, con
ditions had changed in a very remarkable degree. And 
the flashes of inspiration to which Tennyson lent 
himself then became wonderfully distinct. A few 
verses to be found in the volume published in that 
year, and entitled By an Evolutionist, are deeply 
suggestive. \Ve read as follows: 

The Lord let the house of a brute to the soul of a man, 
And the man said "Am I your debtor?" 

An<l the Lord-" Not yet: but make it as clean as you can, 
And then I will let you a bc·tt<'r." 

< >ccult students will recognize in these few lines a 
flood of significant allusion. The words alone n1ay 
have no deep meaning for readers unfamiliar with the 
great principles hinted at, but for those who know 
rnore they arc richly significant. They include, to 
begin with, the fundan1ental idea that hurnnnity is 
t:volved fron1 humbler ani1nal life, and beyond this 
they rrcognizc the method of that eYolution~-the 
transft.•r of Consciousness frorn Lower to I I iglwr 
Vehicles as the conseqm·nce of its own craving few 
the higher. Tlwy recognize n1ore than that indeed-
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n deep and supre1nely important idea concerning the 
nature of consciousness. This is one of the latest 
developments of advanced occult teaching. Con
sciousness-that supre1ne 1nystery that baffles all 
physiological research-is uniform in its character 
throughout all manifestations of life. There is only 
one kind of consciousness: that of human beings and 
of the animal creation is the same throughout. Its 
effectiYc Yalue depends on the vehicle in which it is 
\Vorking. In the body of an animal it is subject to 
extreme limitations. In the body of a man it has 
greatly expanded capacities. In the vehicles of 
consciousness belonging to higher planes it finds these 
capacities again expanded to an extent which ordinary 
humanity, at the aYerage stage reached in this world 
at the present time, cannot even grasp in i1nagination. 
At every stage of the process the same law works . 
.Any given volume of consciousness within any given 
vehicle, gradually becoming an individuality, estab
lishes a claim on :Kature for an improved vehicle, by 
making the best possible use of the one it has got. 
" :\lake it as clean as you can, and then I will let 
you a better." 

\Ye can understand the law best by concentrating 
attention on hu1nanity at first. The man at an early 
stage of his progress cannot ascend to great heights 
of achicYeinent. He may be fit for little more than 
the rougher manual work of physical life. But being 
by that time a Inan, he has-if only a glimmering
perception of the difference between right and \\Tong. 
lIe follows the guidance of this perception. He makes 
the vehicle of his consciousness (which is himself) 
" as clean as he can." In his next incarnation he 
infallibly acquires " a better." Thus the verse above 
quoted, a1nong other ideas, clearly recognizes the 
principle of Reincarnation, which Tennyson evidently 
accepted without reserve and worked with continually. 



The Occultism in Tennyson's Poetry 8 5 

In the Me1noir of Alfred, Lord Tennyson by his son 
we are told that he left a Note to Section xliii. of 
In Jl1e1noriam, which runs as follows: 

Jf the immediate life after death be only sleep, and the spirit 
between this life and the next should be folded like a flower in a 
night slumber, then the remembrance of the last night remains 
as the smell and colour do in the sleeping flower, and in that case 
the memory of our love would last as true and would lh·e pure 
and whole within the spirit of my friend until after it was un
folded at the breaking of the morn when the sleep was over. 

In writing this Tennyson was evidently concentrat
ing thought on the idea of rebirth and the recovery of 
the love-relations of the previous life. Even if the 
intervening period were Inerely a sleep the true Ego 
would reappear in the awakening life. The more 
scientific view of reincarnation, of course-while 
confidently recognizing that idea-realizes the 
immense importance of the intervening life on higher 
planes. Sometimes, indeed, if the Ego is at a humble 
stage of its expansion, the intervening period, though 
restful and happy, is little better than a blissful sleep. 
In others it affords magnificent opportunities for the 
cultivation of intellectual or artistic capacity. True, 
such growth can only take place as a consequence 
of some effective seed of aspiration or effort sown 
in the previous physical life, but even minute seeds 
of that nature arc nuclei from which splendid conse
quences 1nay ensue, without in auy way intrrfcring 
with tlw revival of old loves and even niinor friend
ships dating back to the past. The disregard of this 
itnportant aspect of the subject operates to render 
the idea of reincarnation unattractive to people who 
undcrst~nd it imperfectly. They think of thl'lHSl'hT·-. 
heginuing a nPw lifr all alonr a~ it wc'n~. Thi;-, is a 
ridiculous misapprchension of the natural law. A 
n1o1nent'::; thought should show that pn)hability points 
to the idca that g('neratious living about the satne 
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time will-on the average-get through their inter
vening lives on higher planes, and be ready for 
reincarnation at about the same time later on. Where 
personal ties of love or even less powerful affinities 
associate Egos together, their return together becomes 
a matter of certainty. Adequately trained clairvoy
ance is equal to the task of verifying that principle, 
and tracing back, even through ages in the past, the 
former lives of living people. 

\Vhenever genuine mutual affection unites people 
on this plane of life, they are always found t.o have 
been in affectionate relationship in former li.ves also. 
There may have been considerable -differences in in
tellectual growth even, but the lfive-tie i~ supreme, and 
the ingenuity of the natural law-or of those who guide 
the natural law-is equal to the emergency in such 
cases, and to much more complicated problems of 
11 Karma ''-the convenient term which embraces, 
among other meanings, the necessity that moral 
causes engendered in one life shall reap their appro
priate consequences in lives of later date. 

Now let us turn to the last verse of the brief poem, 
of which the first has been quoted above: 

I have climb'd to the snows of Age, and I gaze at a field in the 
Past, 

\\'here I sank with the body at times i~ the sloughs of a low 
desire, 

But I hear no yelp of the beast, and the ::\Ian is quiet at last 
As he stands on the heights of his life with a glimpse of a 

height that is higher. 

The last fe\v words of the last line-'' a glim!_Jse of a 
height that is higher "-hint unmistakably at the 
sublime possibilities of Initiation. There is no 
finality in the vast process of human evolution, but 
there are recognizable stages. The perfert Man has 
reached one of these stages, from which he looks 
forward to spiritual attainment transcending any 
condition that can be limited by the term humanity. 
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I need not attempt to elaborate that idea; but we 
shall see reason to believe that the poet knew more 
of the height that is higher than he found it possible 
to put into words. 

The law under which Divine -consciousness in 
humanity seeks and secures better and better vehicJes 
operates also throughout the lower kingdoms. It is 
not easily traced through animal and vegetable mani
festations, but even faintly understood it illuminates 
the whole doctrine of Evolution. Occu]t students 
at one time were inclined to find fault with the 
Darwinian presentation of the idea, as ignoring the 
evolution of consciousness going on concurrently 
with the evolution of form. \Ve see now that the 
evolution of form defines the evolution of conscious
ness. Consciousness is very far from being a mere 
attribute of the form, as some materialistic scientists 
of the last century imagined, but the expression of its 
infinite capacities depends on the form in which it is 
working. This view of the subject is worthy of 
protracted treatment; but there are other poems that 
claim examination. 

A little fragment-merely two verses-entitled The 
Making of Man, is well \\·orth attention, but docs not 
do 1nore than reiterate so1ne of the ideas in the verses 
last discussed. It recognizes the nature of the tiger 
and the ape as necessarily 1nanifesting in hu1nanity 
at first, but 

Proplwt-eycs may catch a glory slowly gaining on the shade, 
Till the peoples all arc one aml a.ll their voices bkn<l in choric 

Ilalldujah to the :\Iaker- -"It i;.; tinishcd. ~Ian is made." 

\Ve 1nay now turn to the poen1 which is the fullest 
expression of occult inspiration a1nong all that suggest 
that urigin-T/ze Ancient Sagr.. This, indeed, in
cludes evidence showing that Tennyson in his own 
consciousness had attained to definite knowledge! 
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relating to spiritual conditions far transcending those 
farniliar to the average humanity of our period. The 

An cient Sage was published in the volume entitled 
"Tiresias and other Poems," just preceding the latest 
of all-" Demeter and other Poems." The "Sage," 
obviously a Master of Wisdom, criticises a " scroll " 
by a young companion who has embodied sceptical, 
almost materialistic, views in very graceful verse· 
The scroll recognizes that" the earth is fair in hue," 

But man to-day is fancy's fool 
As man hath ever been. 

The nameless Power, or Powers, that rule 
\Vere never heard or seen. 

The l\Iaster comments on this: 
If thou wouldst hear the Nameless, and wilt dive 
Into the Temple-cave of thine own self, 
There, brooding by the central altar, thou 
Mayst haply learn the Nameless hath a voice, 
By which thou wilt abide, if thou be wise. 

'I he scroll still quarrels with the mystery . 

..\nd since-from when this earth began
The Nameless never came 

Among us, never spake with man, 
And never named the Name. 

And the Sage answers with almost the best passage 
in the whole poem: 

Thou canst not prove the ~ameless, 0 my son, 
Npr canst thou prove the world thou movest in, 
Thou canst not prove that thou art body alone, 
:Nor canst thou prove that thou art spirit alone, 
N" or canst thou prove that thou art both in one : 
Thou canst not prove thou art immortal, no, 
~or yet that thou art mortal-nay my son, 
Thou canst not prove that I, who speak with thee, 
Am not thyself in converse with thyself, 
For nothing worthy proving can be proven, 
K or yet disproven: wherefore thou be wise, 
Cleave ever to the sunnier side of doubt, 
And cling to Faith beyond the forms of Faith ! 
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After a passage in the scroll relating to the darkness 
and miseries of life, the Sage replies: 

Who knows but that the darkness is in man ? 
The doors of Night may be the gates of Light; 
For wert thou born or blind or deaf, and then 
Suddenly heal'd, how wouldst thou glory in all 
The splendours and the voices of the world ! 

And this leads up to the most striking passage in the 
poem, in which the Sage-in this case Tennyson hirn
self-got 11 out of the body," to use a phrase familiar 
to occult students, by adopting a method with which 
they are quite familiar. This consists of self-induced 
hypnotism brought on by repeating-alone and aloud 
--one's own name. The repetitions may have to be 
\·cry numerous, running perhaps into hundreds, and 
even then the effort n1ay be futile unless the person 
making it has some psychic potentialities in his 
nature. But granting that last condition, it is an 
effective process, and one which Tennyson seems to 
have been almost in the habit of using. His reference 
to it in the poem before us is as follows: 

for more than once \Vh~n I 
Sat all alone, revolving in myself 
The word that is the symbol of myself, 
Tlw mortal limit of th~ S<'lf was loo~C'd, 
Ancl past into the ~amelcss, as a cloud 
Melts intu lh~~tv<'n. I t(lndlf·tlmy limb:->, the limb:-; 
\Vt•rc strange not mine -and yet no sh:~.ck of doubt, 
nut utter clearness, n.wl thro' loss of Self 
The gain of such large life as match'd with ours 
\Ynt~ Sun to spark -unshadow~blc in words, 
Tht~msclvcs but shadows of a shadow worl<l. 

I cannot identify any other fl.llusion in the whole 
range of Tennyson's poetry that directly relates to 
exp1..~rienccs of this natur~, hut in the J/emoir his 
Son tells us that 

in someJphn.scs of thought atlll feeling hi;-; i, lt•:l.li,.,m lc>ntled mor<' 
<.lee idedly to. mysticism. I lC' wwt~': "A ld1Hl of w,1ldng trance 
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I have frequently had quite up from boyhood when I have been 
all alone. This has generally come upon me through repeating 
my own name two or three times to myself silently, till all at 
once, as it were out of the intensity of the consciousness of indi
viduality, the individuality itself seemed to dissolve and fade 
away into boundless being, and this not a confused state but the 
clearest of the clearest, the surest of the surest, the weirdest of 
the weirdest, utterly beyond words, where death was an almost 
laughable impossibility, the loss of personality (if so it were) 
seeming no extinction but the only true life! This might be said 
to be the state which St. Paul describes, 1 Whether in the body I 
cannot tell, or whether out of the body I cannot tell!' " He 
continued: "I am ac:;hamed of my feeble description. Have I 
not said the state is utterly beyond words? But in a moment 
when I come back to my normal state of 1 sanity' I am ready to 
fightformeinliebes lch and hold that it will last for aeons of aeons.'' 
In the same way he said that there might be a more intimate 
communion than we could dream of between the living and the 
dead, at all events for a time. 

So the spiritualists may fairly claim Tennysonian 
sanction for the fundamental principle of their belief, 
which indeed is quite in harmony vvith the views 
of advanced occult students, though son1e of early 
date were misled into a needlessly hostile mistrust 
of the system, apt in some cases to be itself rather 
misleading, but \vhich-as broadly designed to assure 
a world drifting at one time into materialism that 
there is another life after this, and so on-was a 
generous gift to civilization from levels of higher 
wisdom. 

Readers of the J1emoir will derive, from a very 
unexpected source, confirmation of the fact that 
Tennyson made frequent use of the repeated-name 
method of attaining spiritual illumination. It appears 
that the author asked Professor Tyndall to make some 
cont~ibution to the work in hand. In the course of 
a long ans\ver he says : 

I looked up the account of my first visit to Farringford, and 
thC're 1. o my profound astonishment I found described that 
expe-rience of your father's which, in the mouth of the Ancient 
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Sage, was made the ground of an important argument against 
materialism and in favour of personal immortality eight-and
twenty years aftenvards. . . . If you turn to your father's 
account of the wonderful state of consciousness super-induced by 
thinking of his own name and compare it with the argument of the 
Ancient Sage you will see that they refer to one and the same 
phenomenon. 

The injunctions which the Sage ultimately gives 
to his pupil, described in the beginning as 

one that loved, and honour'd him, and yet 
\Vas no disciple, richly garb'd, but worn 
From wasteful living ... 

sweep over the whole range of occult ethics. I pick 
out a few lines from a passage too long to quote in 
extenso: 

Let be thy wail and help thy fellow men. 
And make thy gold thy vassal not thy king, 
And send the day into the darken'd heart; 
Nor list for guerdon in the voice of men, 

Nor roll thy viands on a luscious tongue, 
Nor drown thyself with flies in honied wine; 
Nor thou be ragcful, like a handled bee, 
And lose thy life by usage of thy sting; 
Nor harm an adder thro' the lust for harm, 
Nor make a snail's horn shrink for wantonness; 
And more-think well! Do-well will follow thought. 

Each injunction will be familiar to readers of 
theosophical books, and a fortiori to all students of the 
Higher Occultism, and that last phrase, " Do-well 
will follow thought," is an almost an1using reflection 
of a n1ore elaborate doctrine set forth in C('rtain 
manuals that profess to guide candidates for initiation 
in the higher mysteries. They are told first to purify 
thought, and saotzdly to purify conduct. From the 
commonplace point of view that seems putting the 
cart before the horse, but action may sometimes be 
thoughtless, and then if it were avoided for no definite 
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reason it would probably be repeated for no definite 
reason. If purified thought preceded its avoidance, 
the cure would be pennanent. 

It is needless to carry on further the search for 
occult allusions in Tennyson's poetry. Fainter hints, 
in the order of those already quoted, might be pointed 
out in poems less definitely infused \Vith occult 
inspiration than The Ancient Sage, but the broad con
clusion to be derived from them all is sufficiently well 
established. The deeper mysteries of life and nature 
were still veiled fro1n general knowledge during the 
greater part of Tennyson's splendid literary activity. 
It \Vas not his task to tear down the veil completely~ 
nor did the rifts he made in it here and there afford 
his readers anything resembling that scientific com
prehension of great natural truths lying behind it 
which 1nany of us have ultimately reached. This 
attainment inaugurates a new era of thought. But 
Tennyson intuitively forecast the revelation impending. 
And perhaps for the cultured classes of this period, 
slow hitherto to appreciate the significance of th~ 
Higher Occultism, the fact that its development 
was so clearly foreshado\ved in the writings of a man 
so universally reverenced as Tennyson, may guide 
modern sympathies into regions of thought which 
they might never have explored but for that august 
leadership. 
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SINCE the amusing period when Bishop Colenso 
discovered that the hare does not chew the cud-as 
the author of the Pentateuch had supposed-the 
" Allegory," on the banks of the Nile and clse\vhere, 
has been busy chewing the primitive faith of good 
people pre\·iously content to accept staternents in 
the Bible as necessarily true, even when somewhat 
surprising. Tempers were often lost during the dis
cussions of the Colenso and Darwin days, but Allegory 
has proved a n1ore good-humoured beast than he was 
thought to be at first, so that critics and the Church 
can give and take now with a superficial pretence of 
being friends in reality. Beyond this, indeed, the 
attitudes of mind on both sides are undergoing change. 
The ribald scoffer is extinct. The D .D. who still 
attributes the sufferings of the world to Eve's con
versation with the Serpent hides quietly in cathedral 
towns. Science and Theology are on the terrns that 
Talkyrand described as established between hi1nself 
aud the Host, when he raised his hat to a Ro1nan 
Catholic proc<~ssion: 11 Nous nous saluous n1ais 
lJOW:i ne parlous pas." And happily these relations 
are still iinproYing. Science, of the old n1aterialistic 
ordcT, has had to endure many shocks of late. .\ 
police n1agistrate son1e years ago refused to brlicve 
overwhehning testimony in fayour of a spiritualist 
mecliu1n on the ground that it was contrary to the 
known laws of ~ ature. The nwrnbers of th~.~ Roya 
Society arc no longer so sure of havins con1pletdy 
-::atalogucd those laws. And the uoubt Inake::; th('lll 
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even respectful to the theory of miracles. Alter all, 
turning water into wine is child's play compared with 
the miracle accomplished whenever artificial incuba
tion turns an egg into a chicken. People who still 
disbelieve in the phenomena of genuine spiritualism
as puzzling as any records in Christian story-must 
guard their ignorance very carefully if they wish to 
preserve their opinions. Science in all directions 
is negotiating with the unseen, and the wise church
man realizes that some concessions on his part may 
lead to a settled peace, promising protection for 
institutions and substantial interests he sometimes 
felt to be in danger from the battering ram. Already 
there is an entente more or less cordiale bet\veen the 
enlightened Free Thinker-shedding the folly of 
denying whatever he does not understand-and the 
churchman who knows that he must adapt his faith 
to the uniformities of Nature, that it is often unsafe 
to insist that " sacred " writings always mean \vhat 
they seem to say. 

But questions have arisen that are rnore em
barrassing than the reconciliation of Scripture with 
obvious physical facts. And these challenge state
rnents that cannot take sanctuary in any theory of 
Divine inspiration. The language of the Creeds must 
at all events be ascribed to hun1an authorship. This 
is complicated and to some extent obscure, but in 
criticizing the Creeds we are not in trouble with any 
theory of verbal inspiration from Divine levels. 
The Revised Version of the Bible-humbly attempting 
to correct a few gross errors of translation-has 
(according to a familiar anecdote) been treated with 
faint praise by a sturdy exponent of the early faith 
who preferred "God's O\Vn words.'~- But the words 
adopted to define Christian belief at Niccea in A.D. 325 
were simply those of certain bishops, who prevailed 
oyer other bishops desirous of using different words, 
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so we cannot well bring inspiration into the story. 
Again, the Nicene Creed was preceded by an extensive 
" creed literature ''-to use the phrasP. of an orthodox 
writer, though it would be scarcely possible now 
to identify any writing as the first attempt to put 
Christian belief on paper. Nor does the importance 
of the subject at the present time turn upon its 
historical aspect. The question arising is this : Do 
the Creeds, as they are put into the mouths of people 
\Vho attend church at the present day, express beliefs 
they can possibly be expected to entertain? The 
question may fairly be described as haYing arisen, 
because it has been recently the subject of con·es
pondence in The Titnes. Canon Glazebrook in a 
book called The Faith of a 1lfoder1z Churchman says 
that the clauses in the Apostles' Creed-" Born of 
the Virgin :Mary " and " The third day He rose again 
from the dead "-can legiti1nately be interpreted 
"symbolically." The Bishop of Ely, in a letter 
addressed to Canon Glazebrook and also published in 
The Ti1nes, refuses to accept this view, and supports 
his refusal by quoting a resolution adopted by "the 
bishops of the whole Anglican Communion assembled 
at the Lmnbeth Conference in 1908," which runs as 
follows: '' The Conference in Yiew of teuckncie;:; 
widely sho\vn in \vriting::; of the present day hereby 
place::; ou record its conYiction that the historical facts 
stated in the Creeds arc an e::,5('ntial part of the faith 
of the Church." Canon Glazebrook, in a long letter 
published in The Times of ::\lay 2 I, docs not argue 
the question on its Inerits but quotes episcopnl 
sayings that deprecate undue limitations on frcedmn 
of thought and inquiry, and attributt~::i tu the Bi::;hup 
of Oxford a Yiew of the AsC('ll;:-)ion which hf~ sutnrnarize::
in thi:::. way: " Our Lord euuld not, for astroiH.nnical 
rcasou:;, of which the discipk;:; "d"C i.~norant ,phy:>ically 
ascend into Heaven. But in order gin; to then1 a 
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right conception of His change of state He rose to a 
moderate height in the air, and then so veiled Himself 
behind a cloud that they believed Him to have gone 
right up into the vault of the sky.'-' If the Bishop 
is fairly represented by this summary the suggestion 
needs expansion. \Vhat was the later course of 
..::vents ? \Vhen our Lord, having deluded His 
disciples in the manner described, wanted to con1c 
down again, how did He conceal His reappearance ? 
But while the Bishop's hypothesis tempts further 
comment, this might seem wanting in due reverence 
for the main idea concerned, so no more on that 
subject need be said for the moment. 

.c\nd yet that line of speculation in reference to 
alleged occurrences that outrage com1non sense, is one 
into which it is easy to be driven if people are content 
to think of Xature as simply consisting of that which 
appeals to the five senses, even though the whole 
n1ay be vaguely regarded as bathed in spiritual con
<.litions intangible as Thought, out of relation with 
Space or Time, offering nothing to the i1nagination that 
can prefigure a future existence, except of a kind to be 
spoken of with bated breath and avoided as long as 
possible. Only for those, happily a large and in
creasing number, who comprehend more or less com
pletely the intervening conditions of Nature lying 
between the dense Inanifcstation of the physical 
plane and the " incon1prehensi ble " (though not less 
real) conditions of exalted planes-only by virtue of 
their superior enlightenment is it possible to get rid 
--first of the dread con11nonly connected with the 
process of passing on, and secondly of the embarrass
ment arising from occasional occurrences \vhich 
without such enlightenment must either be dis
believed in defiance of evidence or dealt with by 
.:>Orne grotesquely foolish explanation. 

That idea applies very forcibly to the study of the 
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Creeds. The writers who reduced them to their 
present shape may have been using physical plane 
language in a metaphorical sense, or they may simply 
have swallowed without hesitation statements absurd 
on their face. But in either case we have to recognize, 
in the light of 1nodern occult knowledge, that some
\vhere in the back history of the Creeds such knowledge 
must have been in the possession of some person or 
persons who inspired the earliest writers on the 
subject. And we reach, vvith the same confidence, 
the conciusion that current versions of the Creeds 
haye been the product of painfully clumsy editing. 
Such work could only have been carried out properly 
by editors saturated with knowledge of natural 
conditions unseen by the n1ultitude, while the actual 
editors were certainly not of that type_. As a mere 
first illustration of that idea we may take the few 
words in the Apostles' Creed about the Resurrection 
and the Ascension : '' The third day He rose again 
fron1 the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father," etc. For 
people who can only think of a Being still in touch 
\vith the Earth as of human flesh and bones, the state
Inent must either be rejected altogether as fabulous, 
or n1ust lead to conceptions \vhich, followed out in 
detail, are deplorably degrading, But directly \V'' 

begin to understand how hurnau p~.:rsonalitics rnay 
function in full consciousness, after escaping (for a 
tinte or for good) frorn in1prisonment in the physical 
body-functioning in another available Yehicle, th.: 
astral body--we sec light shed on alleged phenon1ena 
otherwise inexplicable. :Jlany of us know now that 
naturallawevell provides for the ternporarynw.terializa
tion of the astral fonn so that it n1ay become apparent 
to physical senses. The story of the Ascension thus 
con1es within the range of cornprehensible occur
rences, even if we n1ake no attc1npt to interpret it 

7 
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b y more profound thinking in another way alto
gether. 

Perhaps to understand its origin properly we must 
pay attention first to the ritual adopted in ancient 
Egypt in connection with initiation in the Mysteries, 
ages before the Christian era. The candidate lay 
down on a great wooden cross hollowed out so as to 
support the figure; \vas bound on it (quite loosely 
so as to suggest the voluntary character of the 
sacrifice) and then '\Vas put (mesn1erically) into a deep 
trance which involved the emergence from the body 
of his real consciousness in the astral form. The 
body was then deposited in a sarcophagus, to typify 
burial. In the astral body the real entity was 
confronted with varied experiences educating him 
in the idea that he-the real entity-was beyond the 
reach of injury from fire, water, or even the subtler 
perils of the under-v:orld. Then, on the third day 
the physical body was brought up into the light of the 
sunrise, and its " resurrection "-the return to it 
of the real Ego-was accomplished. 

Followed out more closely, the Egyptian ceremony 
included other super-physical suggestions that may 
have been in the mind of those who sketched the 
earliest draft of the Creed. Before being awakened 
the candidate had touch, out of the body, with sublime 
levels of consciousness, as definitely an ascent into 
he2.ven as the under-world experiences were a descent 
into hell. The under-world in question is, of course, 
only a part, a low subdivision, of the enormous astral 
\vorld that surrounds the physical globe, and is 
growing familiar in these days to many explorers. 
Its loftier reahns are widely expanded regions that 
provide for happy conditions of life, and for happy 
conditions as varied as there are variations, amongst 
rwople still in life of aspirations pointing to happiness. 

How did it come to pass that allusions to the ritual 
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of the Egyptian 1\Iysteries found their way into the 
Christian Creed ?1 / To frame a conjecture we must 
begin by realizing that the Egyptian ceremonial 
was itself an allegory based on fundamental ideas 
connected with the science of human evolution-fully 
understood by those who invented the ritual. \Ve 
can see this hinting at the ordeal of suffering incidental 
to the physical life, at the possibility of further 
suffering in the under-world as the penalty of evil-doing 
here, at the restful touch with happier conditions (the 
ascent into heaven), at the return to Earth-life after 
this-the resurrection or more literally the rein
carnation of the Ego. \Vhoever infused into that 
early " creed literature " the first suggestion for a 
formula of belief must have had the Egyptian allegory 
in his mind, together with a perfect comprehension 
of its deep meaning, as also embodied in the Christian 
story. 

For many reasons besides those that have to do 
with the illumination of the Creeds, it is deplorable 
that the clergy at large do not avail themselves of 
hTI'owing kno\vledge concerning the unseen \vorlds, 
which might enable them in turn to become more or 
less competent spiritual teachers. Some few are 
enwrging frorn the stagnant rnajority, but for the rest 
to pose as experts in dealing with the interests of 
humanity lying outside those of the current lift~, 
while rcn1aining ignorant of all that is now becoming 
known concerning the life hereafter, is like claiming 
to practi~c as a doctor without knowing n1ore about 
the hu1nan body thah was known to the barber
surgeons of the :Middle Ages. Even the hurnblt•='t 
:,piritualist has realized that life hereafter is accessible 
to invc~tigation. lie rnay invt·~tig-atl~ yery clurnsily 
His grasp even of the rnain idca nmy he yery iHcom
plete, but he know:-- that lH' i::; iH touch with another 
p laue uf exbtL·nce; that death, tor all decent p~~ople 
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is an introduction to life of a more promising kind 
than that which the physical plane provides for as a 
rule. The average clergyman, n1eanwhile, will not 
avail himself of the n1eans by which he-with a more 
cultivated 1nind-might not only realize this 1nuch, 
but expand his comprehension of the ultin1ate spiritual 
possibilities awaiting humanity, to an enormous 
extent. If it were not so profoundly distressing there 
would be something supremely ludicrous in the 
spectacle of a vast organization, whose 1·aison d' ftre 
is the general human thirst for guidance in spiritual 
thought, resolutely keeping aloof from avenues of 
research proved by abundant experience to be richly 
;;ton'd with spiritual \Visdom for all \vho explore the1n. 

This view of the matter will become more and more 
impressive \vhen attention is turned to those passages 
in the Creeds which relate to the Virgin Birth. For 
those \vho only can think in terms of physical plane 
matter, the Virgin Birth seems to strain imagination 
less than an ascent to heaven by a tangible flesh-and
blood Christ. Birth of any sort is a mystery. A 
virgin birth would be only a little more mysterious 
than one of the ordinary kind. But the first thought 
that suggests a pause for .reflection arises from the 
undeniable fact that othe:r religions.before Christianity 
clain1 virgin births for/their founders. Is this merely 
due to a pious desire in each case to dignify the origin 
of the founder, or can it bear a more intricate ex
planation ? This is certainly the case in reference to 
the adaptation of the familiar doctrine to the Christian 
story. To get at the actual truth hinted at meta
phorically by the virgin birth idea, we must go rather 
deeply into 1noclern developments of super-physical 
science. 

Dy its help we are enabled to recognize the creative 
achievement, when a Solar System comes into 
existence, as involving successive processes: first the 
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formation of molecular matter from the atornic raw 
material pervading all space. We need not talk about 
the origin of that, any more than about the beginning 
of eternity. But a Solar System has a beginning and 
a destiny. It is an episode in eternity, and the 
creation of a world is an episode within the enor
Inously protracted life of a Solar System. 1\iolecular 
1natter constituting in its various aspects the chemical 
elements (as they used to be called) becomes available 
for the formation of a globe destined to be a living 
planet. We see the process still going on in the 
growth of nebulre with \vhich the heavens abound. 
At a later stage Divine power pours out fron1 itself 
the life principle. The vegetable and animal kingdoms 
come into existence. Later, again, when the human 
stage is reached, a further ernanation from divinity 
invests definite beings with what is sometimes called 
"the Divine Spark," with that \vhich renders such 
beings in1mortal, capable of developing through 
successive Earth-lives the loftier attributes of intellect 
and spirituality. The three stages are described by 
rnany phrases: son1etirnes as three \vaves of Atrnic 
influence; sometimes as the first, second, a,nd third 
Logos; sometimes as the Father, Son, and Iloly 
Ghost. 

:\ow when we attempt to sec how this view of 
crc>ation affects the language of the .\postlcs' and 
~\ iccne Creeds, w~..~ have to keep touch with another 
liw· of thuught. The hi~tory of the Creeds points to 
a ddiPit~..~ luunan origin, but the hints their language 
t•lnbodies point (as aln~ady ~uggcsted) to inspiration 
frotn a lofty source of wisdo1n; while it also betrays 
the corrupti~Hl of ~uch hints as successiY<' Y<~rsions 
ha\T b<~vn prepared. Lofty wisdo1n has ah,-ays lain 
hiddL'll ill the hand~ of tlH~ }~ldc~r Hn~thn~ll of the 
r;'.ct·, who wdl knvw that printitiYe condition:; of 
c1Yihzatiun \Youlcl nut allow of its general <liffu;:,~on. 
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The general diffusion, however, of large extracts 
from it is now in progress, taking shape in the Higher 
Occultism of recent years. Thus we can now discern 
in rnuch ancient writing of a religious character the 
streak of inspiration and the superposed blundering 
of unenlightened transmitters of the inspiration. 
The passage in the Apostles' Creed about the Virgin 
Birth is a thrilling example of both influences. 
The adjective " virgin " has been applied in very 
ancient literature to 1natter, as due to the action of the 
First Logos, or the first creative wave. Only when
after intervening development-j.t is touched with the 
Third Logos (or Holy Gho.st) can it engender the 
Christ principle. That idea gets twisted, by primitive 
ignorance capable only of thought along the lines of 
the physical senses, into the idea of a conception by a 
woman free of the conditions that generally give rise 
to conception. And then in the Nicene Creed we get 
the gross misunderstanding developed into the un
fortunate expression, " the only-begotten Sou of 
God." 

How does this subtle interpretation of the familiar 
language fit in with the Gospel story which the Creeds 
seen1 to follow? The literal accuracy of that story 
has been challenged by critics who object to miracles, 
and nothing that can be called contemporary authentic 
history affords it any sanction; but from the occult 
point of view-that is to say, from the point of view 
of knowledge that relies on something much more 
trustworthy than vvrittcn history-the story is con
templated in a deeply reverential spirit, but is not 
treated throughout as a mere record of occurrences. 
The occultist has resources at his disposal when 
investigating the past that leave mere literary re
search panting in the rear. The principle is intel
ligible to all \Vho appreciate the significance of 
clairvoyance, in some of its suggestive developments. 
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One kind enables the clairvoyant to take cognizance of 
events going on at the time in some distant place. 
Another kind deals with events distant in past time. 
There is a memory of Nature in \vhich son1e clair
voyants can share, and that is faultless in its ex
actitude. Clairvoyants \\·ho can do this while living 
the ordinary life among us are few, but now that the 
veil between ourselves and the :Masters of \Visdom, 
our Elder Brethren, the Great Adepts, has been 
lowered to an appreciable extent, many others besides 
clairvoyants are in touch with Teachers for whom 
perfect clairvoyance in tin1e is as much a natural 
faculty as con1mon physical sight with us. Thus we 
need not be all dependent, when desirous of knowing 
what really happened in Palestine when Christianity 
was inaugurated, on Alexandrian \\Titers who 
endeavoured to frame the record some centuries later. 
The n1emory of Nature may discredit the literal 
accuracy of that record without impairing in the 
faintest degree the reverential feeling with which we 
conte1nplate the inauguration. The sublimity of the 
Christ incarnation is all the better understood when 
we get rid of the idea that Jesus when a baby was 
already the Christ. ~o great spiritual being, taking 
a new physical plane birth for any reason or definite 
purpo:-;c, en·r takes char~e of the new body from 
infancy. That is done by one of his discipll's. At 
lllaturity tlw disciple quits the body and the .\laster 
Eg,, <•ccupit·s it. 1Iost people at the present day 
ar\· ::-.o dcn~c\y ignorant of their own constitution that 
thv) 1nay regard the idea as bewildering. At a c~.~rtain 
le\Tl of knowkdge the hody is no n1orc than a Vt;sture 
to lw put on <1r off as occasion Inay requir~. 

In the casl~ of tlw Christ incarnation the Ego who 
took charge of the body in the first iu~tance was 
indet•d of no ordinary typl'. And through later births 
Jcsu::; (if we cling to the use of the old nmne) has 



I 04 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

ascended to great altitudes in the Divine Hierarchy. 
But the Christ, who made use of the body he sur
rendered in Palestine, descended for that purpose from 
a loftier altitude still. 

The bundle of miscellaneous statements at the 
end of the Apostles' Creed, and also imbedded in the 
Kicene Creed, need not claim much attention except 
so far as " the resurrection of the body " has been a 
stun1bling-block for all who realize the gross absurdity 
of the phrase in its plain meaning, and may not 
understand that the astral body is that vvhich re
surges. But if we pass on to a consideration of the 
third great Creed \Yith which~ orthodox Christianity 
is entangled, we have to deal with a blend of wisdon1 
and folly that is very well worth the closest attention. 
In its naked brutality the Athanasian Creed drives 
n1any people out of churches in whic~ it is read aloud. 
Some clergymen "\;ill not consent to read it at all. 
Others, whose orthodoxy is equal to the digestion of any 
horrors clothed in theological tradition, are able to 
do so. :Meanwhile those in a position to reconstruct 
the teaching ludicrously caricatured by the language 
of the Athanasian Creed may easily divest it of its 
blasphen1ous absurdities and show it to have been 
originally inspired by profound wisdom and know
ledge. 

Surnmarized as it stands it consists of a series of 
assertions that contradict one another, together with 
a broad assurance that all who fail to believe then1 
both ways will be damned. " Perish everlastingly " 
is the expression used at first, but a reference later on 
to " eYerlasting fire " inYests it with nwre specific 
1neaning. To avoid this fate we ha \·e to believe a 
~ring of assertions frankly described as incorn

prchcnsible. Strange to say, it is easy for any one 
\Yho has profited by the light thrown in recent years 
Oil the course of human evolution to discern, bE·hind 



Creeds More or Less Credible 1 o 5 

the gibberish of the Athanasian ·Creed as it stands, 
the profoundly scientific ideas that some exalted 
teacher of the past must have tried to suggest to some 
insufficiently receptive mind engaged in the effort 
to express them. For there is a period in the history of 
every great human race (ours is only one of many) 
when the state of each person's " belief," or capacity 
to understand deep spiritual truth, has an important 
bearing on his subsequent progress. The Solar 
System includes other human races besides our own. 
Various planets represent humanities at various stages 
of growth. Super-physical faculties even far below 
those of " the l\lasters of \Yisdom " (now for the first 
time in this world's history giving out such informa
tion freely) reveal the design of the Solar System. 
Another planet was senior to the Earth in its deyelop
ment, and its humanity is already on a far higher 
level of evolution than our ovvn. But human evolu
tion is not a process in \vhich superior Divine povver 
pushes the pieces about, chessboard fashion, without 
regard to their own free will. The way in which this 
soructimes seen1s to be done is at the bottom of a 
hideous theological fancy, as grotesque as the 
language of the Athanasian Creed, to the effect that 
by Divine caprice some souls arc " elect " fron1 the 
beginning, and sure of salvation from hell-fire; others 
as surely de~tinecl fro1n th~ beginning to that fate. 
But what really happens is this: son1c usc their 
fret' \vill to acco1nplish spiritual progress of infinite 
hnpurtance. Others ncgh~ct their opportunities so 
persistently that they arc left bL"hind; not doon1ed 
to any horrible pcnaltie~, not annihilated as entitie~, 
but lt'ft to carry on tlwir <T<>lution, if tlwy an~ willing 
to do so, in the IH~xt grl'at plane ·tary scht.~Inr followin;... 
on in dut· order after th<· one tlwy haye failed t•' 
profit by to its fullest c:xtent. ( )f courst", it is inl
possiblc that anyone cau bq~in to understand all this 
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without realizing the law of reincarnation as clearly 
as we all realize the circulation of the blood or any 
other fundainental principle of Nature. But the 
appreciation of that law corresponds to the state 
reached by a child learning to read, \Vhen he has 
1nastered the alphabet. 

Now in the light si1nply of the principle just defined 
as guiding successive human evolutions in the Solar 
System, we see in a flash the underlying idea cari
catured by the language of the Athanasian Creed. 
Translate first the phrase" \Vhosoever \viii be saved " 
from the blasphemous meaning-saved from hell
fire-to that clearly intended by the original inspirer: 
11 \Vhosoever would be safe from failure to attain the 
highest possibilities of his place in Nature," must 
" believe " or, in equivalent language! train himself 
to understand, certain great subtleties of spiritual 
truth which frankly for the physical brain at an early 
stage of its develop1nent arc incomprehensible
i.e., beyond its grasp. Physical, mental, and moral 
evolution proceed concurrently. In a \vorld at a far 
more advanced stage than our Earth has yet reached, 
the majority of the Egos (Souls, spiritual entities, 
call the1n what you \viii) are engendering bodie~' 
adapted to express Egos of similar advancement. 
\Vhat is to be done, by the Powers that guide and 
control incarnations, with the Egos that have been so 
neglectful of their past opportunities that they are not 
fit to animate the bodies of the kind that are being 
born? The Powers in question-and for the occultist 
they are conscious Beings on a very high level-can 
only do one thing v;ith them-pass them on to the 
~cheme of hu1nan eYolution next in order of develop
lnent. In other words, they have as a consequence 
uf tht·ir O\\'ll neglect incurred the inevitable necessity 
of beginning again. They are not destined to perish 
everlastingly, but they are thrown back in evolution 
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for a long period. All Oriental writings-and our 
., sacred "scriptures including the Creeds are saturated 
\vith the methods of Oriental \vriters-are prone to 
use words like " eternity ,. and " everlasting " as 
indicating any long period they are talking about, 
and not as we do-with a specific mathematical idea 
behind them. 

Vastly more than the difficulty of reconciling the 
triple aspect of Divinity with the essential unity 
thereof is hinted at by the inspirer of the Athanasian 
(.~reed, whose clumsy interpreters have been content 
to hammer at the one problem of recognizing trinity 
in unity. But the elaboration of the teaching the 
iPspirer sought to convey would only have been 
possible for writers fully illuminated with knowledge 
then " occult " in the strictest sense of the term. 
Early theologians were certainly not among such 
illuminati, and those responsible for the language of 
the Creed before us were so ill able to discriminate 
between credibility and absurdity, that they wove 
into their work the most loathsomely ridiculous view 
of the Resurrection that any of the -Creeds suggest. 
< 'hrist is described as sitting on the right hand of the 
Father 11 at whose coming all men shall rise again with 
tlleir bodies, and shall give account of their own 
works," with life or dan1nation everlasting as the only 
varieties of treatment available for their n:•spective 
cases. And yet a little progress in supt'r-physical 
knowledge, a\ ailable now for all who \viii profit 
by current reYclation, invests the idea of the Resur
rection \vith poetical chann. The astral body, which 
rises again in every case wh<'n a discarded physical 
body Inelts away into its constituent elements, i:-. 
:--usccptible of a wonch·rfully beautifying change. 
Leave the evil-doers out of account fort he monlent-
1 he very bad ca~es hav(' to be dealt with for a time 
in an appropriate fashion-as n~~ards the\ a::-t n1~jority 
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of decently behaved people, even though life may 
have dragged on till the physical vehicle is withered 
and destitute of all the graces of its youth, the astral 
body, in which the Ego passes away from it, soon 
undergoes a change the exact reverse of growing old 
on the physical plane. The old man or woman finds 
him or her self restored in appearance to the aspect 
worn in whateYer has been the best period of the life 
concluded. All who are in touch with the astral 
world-the first super-physical aspect of the Earth
will be familiar with such changes; \vhich, moreover, 
in the case of people \vho have, in the course of a long 
life, far transcended the mental and spiritual con
dition of what may have ·been physically their best 
period, will somehow show by new expression in that 
recovered best period the mental and spiritual 
attributes imperfectly developed during the Earth-life. 
It is sad to think that multitudes of innocent people 
are allowed by ignorant teachers to grovel \vith the 
foulest 1nisconception of a beautiful natural truth, 
when they ought to be instructed in the exquisite 
charm of the arrangements 1nade by natural law
in other words by Divine love-for their happiness 
and welfare between successive lives (as they ought 
to be) of strenuous effort on the physical plane. 

And that same idea spreads over the whole area 
of conventional religiou'5 teaching. Creeds incredible 
as they stand are matched by theological doctrines 
that degrade the popular understanding, even when 
refined away to some extent by cultivated thinking, 
and represent the Divine nature capable of an anger 
so ignoble that it can be appeased by innocent blood
shed. The sublime Christian story in this way gets 
itself twisted into a shape in which it is offensive 
to any lofty conception of the Divine nature. Must 
the authorities of the Church go on ad infinitum, 
afraid to attc1npt a drastic revision of the language 
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employed in its services, for fear lest the whole 
ecclesiastical structure should fall in ruins as a conse
quence ? T f that fear checks them, the fact only 
sho-vvs how utterly they misunderstand the drift of 
enlightened spiritual teaching, available for all, now 
the veil has been drawn aside from what was previously 
occult. The wave of interest in that enlightenment is 
sweeping all over the civil!zed world. And far fron1 
making people hostile to the theory of an established 
Church, it makes them think how beautiful a condition 
of things would be realized if the Church \vould becon1e 
a true spiritual University, representing the latest 
developments of super-physical knowledge, studying 
the varied conditions of life during and beyond 
physical incarnation, the possibilities of attainn1ent 
inherent in hu1nanity and the stupendous progranune 
of the Cosmos to which our systcn1 belongs. In all 
lines of study with which intelligence can engage, 
if the mysteries of ~ ature are concerned, progress is 
obviously the bright lure of the future, stagnation 
an absurdity. And yet stagnation in thought is 
cherished as a principle by the defenders of the cut
and-dried fonnulas of medieval theology. Such 
defence can hardly be designed to shield faith; its 
purpose can only be to protect the institution~ 
c.ssociated, to their deep discredit, with the stagnant 
thou~ht. It is ridiculous aln1ost beyond the reach 
of sarcasn1 that professed religious teachers should 
Lw tlw ouly kind who, parrot-lik~~, rl'peat their lessons 
unchang<~d frorn year to year-a senseless articulation 
of sound-while out in the world discovery and 
illun1iuatcd thought are widening our intellectual 
horizons in CVL'l'Y direction. That clearing Yision of 
spiritual truth which the chmnpions of stagnation 
cannot dim is really the explanation of the strange 
way in which nwdern ciYilization tolerates its clergy. 
All who profit by the growth of spiritual knowledge 
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feel that this will assuredly, in the long run, permeate 
the Church, and that, once emancipated from 
n1edieval fetters, that organization may be destined 
to a magnificent development. The trust that this 
may be possible depends perhaps on a far-sighted 
view of the future; but when in its moral progress 
civilization deprived orthodoxy of its torture
chanlbers and the stake, a change set in which may be 
slo\v, like the movement of a glacier, but is as certain 
of effect, in the long run, as the glacier flow, and will 
ultimately turn the frozen ice into a dancing river, 
sparkling in the sunshine. 



I~IPRISONED I~ THE FIVE SEi\SES 

THE " Palace of Art " was replete \vith interest and 
chann for its mistress up to a certain stage in her 
spiritual evolution; but a tirne came when she found 
herself-though still in its luxurious magnificence-

Shut up as in a crumbling tomu, girt roun(l 
\Vith blackness as a solid wall. 

An emotion loftier than the thirst for pleasure con
strained her to break a\vay frorr1 its limitations, and 
to " purge her guilt " in a \vider atmosphere of 
sympathy with her kind. 

Tennyson's poetry is so full of meaning below the 
~urface that one is tempted to discern a deep allegorical 
significance in the lines just quoted over and abo,Te 
their obvious bearing on the plain problems of human 
life-on selfishness and sympathy. For all humanity 
at the present period of its progress is shut in within 
the shining walls of its gorgeous artistic and scientific 
Palace, the cont('nts suft!cing amply for ib net'&-;, as 
long as it is satisfied to ignore all that lil':-, hlTOnd. 
The \valls of the Palace are the st·nses, inhcn ·nt in the 
vehicl<'s of 1ife on the physical plan(·. As long a;.; they 
are our only avcnut':j to consciousness they are not 
windows through which we g-aze out into : 1fi11ity, 
but dead walls confining our survt'Y of ~ature's 

Inyst<"ries to one aspect only of their n1anifold yarit~ty. 
Hurnan intelligence of the usual typ<~ is, in truth, 
irnprisoned in the fiVl' ~rnst·:.;, although in tlw front 
nln~ady stand a fe\V who hay,• dvvl'lopl•d nt'w ::il'll5t';o; 

which reveal tlw existence of worlds bc'Yond world:--
Ill 
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in endless series, and, as turned back on the past 
show modern civilization but just emerging from 
conditions analogous to childhood. 

The character of the change achieved by those 
illuminated by new senses may best be compre
hended by focussing imagination on the condition 
of a person born without the most important of the 
five-the sense of sight. He hears from others of 
natural phenomena he cannot himself cognize. 
Descriptions will not hrlp hi1n to realize colour or 
light. He will not understand what is meant by 
" seeing " things he cannot touch. Then grant him 
by a miracle the gift of sight, and picture in the mind 
the complicated revelation that ensues. The sudden 
endowment of an ordinary civilized man with senses 
already possessed by some persons in the vanguard of 
human progress would mean a revelation of even 
greater significance than that suggested in the case of 
the man born blind. The liberation of consciousness 
fro1n previous limitations would be more thrilling 
in its effect than any change that could take place 
within those limitations. Human consciousness in 
its nature is qualified to give scope to perceptions all 
but infinite in their range. But with the ordinary 
run of mankind any given volume of consciousness 
incarnate in a human being can only deal with the 
fruit of the fan1iliar senses. Of course faith and 
in1agination seen1 to yield much more, but arc cramped 
by the familiar senses-as shown by some ludicrous 
features of anthropon1orphic religion. For practical 
purposes the senses are the channels through which 
we gain lnzowledge. \Vhen we guess or speculate 
along other channels, the mental conception of one 
generation is apt to be throv~·n aside by the next, and 
the history of Philosophy becomes an amusing cinema 
film, that can hardly be called a kaleidoscope, a 
there is not much beauty about it. 
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By far the most important discoveries which reward 
the efforts of those who escape from the imprisonment 
of the senses have to do with· the definite possibilities 
of spiritual progress associated with enlightenment 
that may be attained through new channels of per
ception. But the laws and phenomena of ~ature are 
not really divided by the hard-and-fast frontiers that 
sense-perceptions seem to define. Grant anyone 
an1ongst us certain new senses, and he will not merely 
be enabled to perceive new regions of existence with 
appropriate scenery and decorations, brimming over 
with life of many kinds, but will find the farniliar 
features of the life around us all-those of the physical 
planc-rnuch more full of rneaning than they seemed 
to be previously. I vvill illustrate this statement by 
describing a scientific research carried on within 
the last few years by means of super-physical senses, 
and happily involving something like a self-contained 
proof of its conclusions. 

It began under my own guidance, when working 
with a friend brilliantly endowed \Vith super-physical 
~enses. I had found that, quite independently of 
results they gave us in reference to higher conditions 
of life beyond the change called death, they were 
ultra-n1icroscopic in their character as applied to 
phy:-;ical nature. Could they be so applied as to 
enabJc n1y friend to see an ultirnatc ruolecule of 
phy::;ical Inatb .. 'r ? The rnagnitude of such rnolecules 

::; ~o ntiuute that n1athen1atical calculations with 
which, arnong others, the great nau1c of Lord KclYin 
i~ aHociated, lead to the conclusion that thirty 
trillion nwlecules of water arc included in the volume 
of a cubic centirnctre. ~Iy friend undertook to try, 
and I suggested a rnoleculc of gold as the budy to be 
t.'Xatnined. :\Iy friend cinerg'-~d frotn the condition 
in which he could attcrnpt to do this, declaring that, 
<tlthough the rnolccuh.s uf guld could be indiYic!ually 

8 
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discerned, they were far too complicated to be 
described. They each of them consisted of an 
intricate combination of smaller atoms clearly be
longing to a finer order of n1atter. This observation 
led me to suggest that perhaps molecules of matter 
of less atomic weight than gold would be more 
manageable, and we next dealt with a 1nolecule of 
hydrogen gas. This was found to be composed of 
atoms like those of the gold molecule, but relatively 
few in number. They could be counted. They 
were eighteen in number, grouped in a definite design 
and in rapid movement. The rapidity of their 
movement did not interfere with the counting, for 
reasons I need not stop now to explain. 

\Ve then went on to examine a molecule of oxygen. 
This was found to be more complicated, but still 
\vi thin the reach of careful counting. The number 
of minor atoms was 290-a figure the significance 
of which was at once seen to be remarkable. Divided 
by I 8 it gives us I6· I, a close approximation to the 
recognized atomic weight of oxygen. Atomic weights, 
on the usual scale, are calculated on the principle of 
reckoning the weight of an atom of hydrogen as unity. 
The relative atomic weights of other bodies are 
derived fron1 calculations dependent on their varied 
combinations, again in a way I need not go into here, 
as that has to do with commonplace chemistry. \Yas 
the ratio I 8 to 290 operative in other cases ? The 
atom of nitrogen was examined and found to consist 
of 214 minor atoms. That again gave the recognized 
atomic weight when divided by I 8. The result was 
extremely suggestive, but did not yet constitute proof 
that the law \vould run all through the series of the 
so-called chemical elements. Meanv:hile the minor 
atoms claimed attention. They v,rere apparently 
the really ulti1nate form of physical matter-ato1ns 
of ether, themselves below the limits of sense-per-
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ception. Only when in combined masses-if the 
expression can be used in reference to masses so 
minute as the atoms of the chemical elements
do they come within those limits. Thus incidentally 
the research I am describing brought out a new 
discovery. The etheric atoms do enter into com
bination in numbers less than I 8, but then they do 
not constitute any known physical bodies. They are 
molecular varieties of ether, the atomic ether being 
the kind that fills all space, the molecular ethers 
being definitely aggregated around the planets. 

So far the research was carried out in the year I 895, 
and happily the results, including all that I have 
described above, were published at the tin1e and are 
available for reference. Six years later :Mme. Curie 
discovered radium, and its entrance on the scene 
revolutionized chemical science in more ways than 
one. Study of the cathode ray had already intro
duced us all to the " electron " as an entity, but 
radium introduced us to the idea that physicalrnatter 
consisted of electrons, and that transmutation was a 
possibility in nature, thus vindicating the alchemical 
theory of the Middle Ages which nineteenth-century 
science had ridiculed. Inquiry of the ordinary kind 
was now directed to the questions, what is an electron? 
and how many enter into the lightest known atom 
-that of hydrogen ? The clairvoyant research above 
described had answered both of these questions in 
advance, but was not thought worthy of notice by 
scientists of the orthodox type. The electron came 
to be treated as an atom of electricity by some 
scientific leaders, though to others that Yiew was 
unacceptable. Electricity is a force, not a forn1 of 
rnattcr. To speak of an atom of electricity is like 
speaking of an a torn of gravitation, and that would be 
transparently ridiculous. Occult research had showu 
frorn the beginning that the electron, though itself 
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an atom of ether, carried a definite unit charge of 
electricity. Orthodox opinions as to the number of 
electrons in an atom of hydrogen vary within very 
wide liinits. Son1e give us figures frotn I to 5; some 
others guess by hundreds, and 700 is rather a favourite 
estimate. The few of us who trusted the clairvoyant 
research felt sure the real nutnber was I 8. Then 
in a few years came the proof of this, a proof again so 
far ignored by science at large, though its ultimate 
recognition is really a n1atter of certainty. 

The research of I 89 5 was only resumed several 
years later by my clairvoyant friend, assisted then 
by another qualified observer. The task they under
took was much more elaborate than the former. 
Its purpose was to ascertain by actual counting the 
nun1ber of etheric atoms entering into the cotnposition 
of a large number of chemical elements, also to depict 
the grouping of the etheric atoms. The co1nplcxity 
of the grouping \vas bewildering. Gold, for instance, 
consists of three combined groups, an exact description 
of which, unless illuminated by diagrams, would be 
hardly intelligible. The important idea to realize is 
that the counting could only be effected by degrees, 
the etheric atoms in each group reckoned up separately 
with the assistance of a secretary \vho wrote do\vn 
the figures as they were called out, and only added 
them up after the protracted observations were 
complete. The total was 3,546. Then cmne the 
interesting question-what figure would that yield 
divided by I 8 ? The answer is I 97. The recognized 
aton1ic weight of gold is I95'74· The deeply in
teresting principle \Vas vindicated and, as the pro
tracted research went on, over fifty of the recognized 
chemical elements were examined, and £n all cases the 
same principle was found to be operative. I have a 
table before me as I \\Tite, showing the figures reached 
in 57 observations of elements commonplace and 
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rare; and the result is nothing less than a denlOnstra
tion of the accuracy of the original observation show
ing the atom of hydrogen to COnsist of I 8 etheric atoms. 
The notion that the counting can in any way have been 
made to fit the theory is dissipated by the complication 
of the work. Neither the observer nor the secretary 
could have foreseen how the figures given and recorded 
by degrees would fit in with the theory when added 
up. Eight of the observed elements have over 3,ooo 
atoms each; eight more have over 2,ooo. And an 
interesting hint supporting the trustworthiness of the 
research is due to the fact that the observers found 
in the atmosphere two n1olecules that could not be 
identified with any known element. Their electric 
aton1s 1l' .. Inbercd respectively 54 and 402, yielding the 
atomic weights 3 and 22'33. X ow in the course of 
Sir J. J. Thomson's research (by ingenious electrical 
methods) into the vagaries of the electron, he found 
reason to believe and to announce that there must be 
two unknown elements with atomic weights of (about) 
3 and 22. He little realized that the announcemei1t 
vindicated a previous announcen1ent to the san1e effect 
giving si1nilar results attained by clairvoyant research. 

But the 3 and 22 discovery was of insignificant 
importance compared with the discovery of the true 
meaning of ato1nic wcight-;. X o work clonc in 
laboratories in conn('ction with the ('lrctron or radio
actiYity is of ~uch far-rf'aching significancf• as the 
atomic-,\d!-{ht discoYtry dm· to the clairvoyant 
research. [t shows u:. <tlwr to be ponderable n1atter, 
though in its unco1nbined fonn it defies examination 
by nwthods appealing to the physical scu::;rs. Optical 
method::; tdl u:-; a good deal about the eth~·r, but an· 
::;ilf'nt iu n·~ar<l to it=' rnech~Plir.al attribut<~s. Clair
voyant n·;.;rarch is th,· only kind that can <·xpaud our 
kno\\·lcdgt· of :~:atur(' :1ero:-.:-. the t hn·6hold of th<.' rq~ion 
which li, ·:-: lwyoud nh ·n· lal>uratory resrarch. 
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In describing the work done so far by the clairvoyant 
n1ethod as applied to certain problems in che1nistry, 
I have not stopped to give chapter and verse in refer
ence to the dates of magazines or pamphlets issued 
from time to time and duly recording results. In 
verifying \vhat I have written I will gladly assist any 
serious scientific inquirer capable of appreciating the 
simple truth that the research described is the most 
important contribution to our comprehension of 
physical chemistry that has been made \Vithin any 
recent period. 

And yet, striking as it is, it is among the least 
important of the results attained by human intelli
gence when once that breaks free from imprisonment 
in the physical senses. The light shed on the gradual 
development of the human race by clairvoyant 
research illuminates evolution, and the magnitude of 
the design, to an extent that renders the earliest 
Egyptian and Chaldean records modern history by 
comparison. Besides being ultra-microscopic, clair
voyance of the highest order is retrospective ahnost to 
infinity. There is no n1ystery in the matter as treated 
from one point of view. The duly qualified clairvoyant 
can get into conscious touch with the :\Ieinory of 
Xature, which is infinite in its range. That is a great 
mystery, no doubt, only to be interpreted by very 
lofty \Yisdom; but without reaching to such levels 
the clairvoyant who has but just broken out of prison 
can share in the universal me1nory to a certain extent. 
Onr> of the best books (Samuel Laing's Human 
Origuzs), written previously to recent clairvoyant 
res(~arch, but dealing with the evidence afforded by 
geological strata, pushes back the presence of i\Ian 
on earth to the Tertiary period. But a few hundred 
thousand years represent a mere fraction of the time 
since the earth was first inhabited by hun1anity, and 
not nwrcly by humanity but by nations of advanced 
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civilization. The mists that hung at first over tradi
tions of Atlantis are now clearing up. Incredulity, 
scoffing at Plato's story, gave way at last to the 
soundings of the Challenger. The Atlantic bed 
confessed part of the truth. Geologists accepted the 
information and, having left off laughing at the 
idea, proceeded to indicate the exact region in which 
the last surviving remnant of the original Altantic 
continent lies now under water. But it was not the 
business of the Challenger or the geologist to describe 
the inhabitants of either the last remnant or the great 
original continent. That was accomplished by clair
voyant research and the results were duly published, 
years in advance of one occasion I remember \vhen a 
map of the Atlantic bed was exhibited at a con
versazione of the Royal Society, showing " Posei
donis " (the last piece of the former continent sub
merged 9000-odd years B.c.) lying under the waves of 
the present ocean. Recorded evidence concerning 
the character and date of the great catastrophe 
has been derived from the hieroglyphics of :Mexico 
and Yucatan, and fuller information on the subject 
has been obtained-in another \vay. The few arnong 
us qualified to carry on super-physical research are 
<'11ablcd, by virtue of their abnormally developed senses, 
to get into touch with still1nore abnornutlly developed 
1 ~t·ings whose pro~rrss, though they ha\ c rrnerged 
ori~i11ally frmu hutnanity, has so far engaged thcn1 
in work oH higher planes of nature that they arc lost 
to ~ight a,;; n·~ards ordinary mankind. But they 
ha\ t· attainvd to loftiC'r conditions of existence without 
lo~iug their syn1pathy with hurnanity of the' ordinary 
type. To do full justice to the idea would rneRn 
rl~-writing books deYotcd to the ~ubject, but for the 
n1onwnt it should br enough to fC'd that the influences 
IHakiH~ for \ ar]vty in luunau lifv·-that show us an 
a;:;ccnding sc~dc }H':_;iuuiug with the savag\! ai'd 
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culminating in the great l\fasters of science, literature, 
and art, are not likely to stop abruptly even at those 
levels. Its higher progress may stretch beyond 
comn1onplace vision, as the ultra-violet rays of the 
spectrum are beyond such vision, but we can gain 
certain assurance that ultra-violet rays exist in 
Nature, and that those who may be described as 
:Masters of \Yisdom and Kno\vledge exist also. 

Thus clairvoyant research and information com
bined enable us to trace the origin and progress of 
Atlantean civilization through periods in the past to be 
counted not in thousands but in millions of years. 
And behind them again back into other millions during 
which the human form, as we know it, was gradualiy 
developed from lo,ver forms. Indeed, if we go far 
enough back we shall find life, which from some 
points of view we may call already human, functioning 
in vehicles of consciousness not yet entirely physical. 
But leaving that part of the story out of account, the 
information already accumulated concerning the 
Atlantean races shows conventional speculation re
lating to anthropology and ethnology to be mere 
groping in the dark. Clairvoyant observation gives 
us a clear-daylight comprehension of the actual facts. 
Con1monplace thinking on these subjects is entangled 
with phrases that arc utterly misleading-the stone, 
bronze, and iron ages; the neolithic and the paleolithic 
periods. Flint irnplernents, of course, have their 
story to tdl. They show that regions of the v:orld 
\\·here th1'Y arc found, at dates vaguely suggested by 
geology, were inhabited by n1en of a very primitive 
typ<'. Yt'ry likely. At early Atlanteariperiods before 
civilizatwn had developed, migrations of early sub
race~ of ... \tlantcans spread all over the world. They 
slo,Yly outgrew early conditions without sharing the 
stimulati11g influences operative in the evolutionary 
vortl'x frorn which they had been thrown off. Con-



Imprisoned in the Five Senses I 2 I 

currently with a stone age in some fragments of 
land emerging from the sea in the region we no'v call 
Europe, an age of advanced science, of stupendous 
engineering achievements, of intricate sociology was 
in full activity in the West. As the geogr~phy of the 
world was shaped anew in some Eastern countries 
immense progress was accomplished there. In Human 
Origins ::\ir. Laing is impressive concerning the certainty 
that high civilization prevailed in Egypt long before 
Mencs-or the 7000-odd years of Egyptian history. 
Certainly it prevailed for hundreds of thousands of 
years before then, the direct gift of Atlantean civiliza
tion previous to its decline. 

Perhaps, however, the most deeply interesting aspect 
of the whole Atlantean story has to do with the moral 
changes that have gone on in the world since that 
strange period in which the decline becomes manifest. 
In their intellectual perfection the Atlanteans in son1e 
ways were farther on than ourselves. They con
trolled some forces of nature we have not yet got 
command of, and they 'vere past-masters in the arts 
of 1netallic transmutation, which, as a theoretical 
possibility, our chemists have only just discerned. 
But they had not even got a glimpse of the moral beauty 
of unselfishness, care for the welfare of others, love, 
in any of its loftier aspects. Altruism, philanthropy, 
would have been ideas for which their language 
furni~hvd no equivalent expression. 

Thus we gain a co1nprch('nsion of human progress 
on the large scale as a scrie~ of spiral cycles, in the 
course of which we return to previous conditions, but 
on a higher level. 1\Iodern civilization is now return
ing tu a stage in intellectual progn'ss reached by 
the Atlanteans at retnotc pPriods in the pa~t, but with 
C('rtaiu very i1nportant c·tnbdlishnl('lltS. Aviation 
and transmutation, now lw~iuniH~ to engage our atten
tion, w\·n·, as already snid. _ \t lantrau achievements; 
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but \Ye resume acquaintance with them, plus moral 
progress, in which Atlantis was sadly deficient. 

The limitations of sense, besides obscuring the past, 
veil the prospects of the future. Once they are broken 
through, the Divine plan of human evolution stretches 
out before us on a scale of startling magnificence. 
Clairvoyance of the higher order introduces us, as 
already explained, to those advanced leaders of our 
race described above as Masters of \Visdom and 
Knowledge. \Ve are enabled to recognize them as 
linking ordinary humanity with the Divine Hierarchy. 
This extends upwards to infinity, but we touch a 
sublim~ truth in realizing that on what may be 
called (though only by comparison) its lower levels, 
it is recruited from ordinary humanity. The prettiest 
among conventional conceptions of the after-life 
show us no more than happy conditions of super
physical existence, dignified no doubt by the actual 
recognition of Divinity. But such beatitude seems, 
regarded by ordinary religious teaching, as a finality. 
Clearer vision shows the spiritual future as infinitely 
progressive, and the sublime conditions attained by 
Masters of \Visdom merely a stage of progress: a stage 
which the majority of the human race ought to attain 
in the long run, though the length of that run is all 
but beyond the reach of imagination. As some have 
attained it already, many more may do so in the 
future, greatly in advance of its attainment by the 
rnajority. The conditions of such relatively rapid 
progress arc the principal subjects of study for pupils 
of the higher occultism. Incidentally in connection 
with that study light is let in on many regions of 
scientific research besides those to which allusion has 
already been made. 

Ernerging from the entirely primitive or childish 
view of the Sun and ~loon and starry heavens as 
designed merely to light lJ.P the earth, commonplace 
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modern speculation assigns inhabitants to some, at 
all events, of the planets. And the stars are known 
to Astronomy as Suns, probably with families of 
planets in each case. That knowledge can be reached 
by simple intelligence \vorking with the results of 
observation carried on within the limits of normal 
sense-perception. The methods of observation avail
able for the advanced leaders of our race put them 
in touch with a new kind of astronomy that may be 
called " Vital," as distinguished from the n1echanical 
astronomy which deals only \Vith magnitude and 
motion. :Mechanical astronomy is as different frorn 
the Vital as a mere geography book, just defining the 
boundaries of the various countries, would differ 
from exhaustive accounts of the people inhabiting 
each, their manners, customs, arts and sciences, 
their political organizations and their sociology. 
Physical observation has shown that :l\Iars n1ust be 
inhabited by intelligent and competent beings, their 
huge artificial works proving this-in spite of 
tenacious incredulity clinging in the case of a few 
astronomers to the idea that the Lowell's Canals are 
the offspring of chance. Yital Astronorny enables 
us to understand that the inhabitants of :\Iars are 
linked in evolution v;ith oursl'lycs, the inhabitants of 
this Earth, but at an earlier stage of progrv:'s. The 
various planrts of th<~ Solar Sy:;ten1 are 11ot discon
nected front one another in their d(:sign and dt stinics, 
<ts they sccn1 di:5connected in spact~. ( )u hi~hl'r 
plarws of ruanifestation-regions of which tlw ini
J.Jrisoning senses give us no hint--tht~ inunortal 
units of lnunanity, the conseiou:; Ego:-, 111igrate at 
stupcndou:> iut~rvals of tinH' frmn soint· ~ . .doh •..., to sonw 
otlwrs. The plan in df'tnil is 1nuch n .un: 1 laboratc 
th:m this rough ~k<-tch would ~U!.(gc::'t, but it has the 
intdlvctual chann of ~bowing tlw whol1' :;y:"'\t~~.m to be 
.>IW cohl n.·ut urgani~n1. Thl· plmwt .\ll'rcttr)- i.::> also 
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blended as regards its vital purpose with the hun1an 
life of the Earth, while already the human life of the 
planet Venus has attained to far loftier conditions 
than \Ve here have reached as yet-is, in fact, a senior 
evolution as compared with our own, and one in 
which hurnanity is set entirely free fron1 the liinita
tions of the physical senses. If anyone mentally 
still in1prisoned in these objects to this statement 
on the ground that proxin1ity to the Sun Inust make 
Venus and ::\Iercury very hot, the answer is that while 
Nature has adapted flesh and blood to suit (with more 
or less success) the climatic conditions of the Earth, 
it is quite equal to the task of providing vehicles 
of consciousness for climates above our boiling-point, 
that can breathe co1nfortably in an at1nosphere at the 
temperature of super-heated steam. Chc1nistry has 
still some discoveries to make, and the c01nposition of 
liquids that provide ~Iercury, for instance, with lakes 
and rivers defying evaporation at, say, 300° F. 
would be very interesting if it could be ascertained. 
Dut less so after all than the conte1nplation, possible 
for our prison-breakers, of the delightful conditions 
of harmony and peace which arc the keynotes of 
existence on ~Iercury, and in a greater degree still on 
Yenus. 

The hints I have given so far of the way in which 
senses-avenues of consciousness-superior to those 
\\·e are most of us used to, enlarge our comprehension 
of ~aturc, \viii naturally suggest the inquiry how 
they affect our co1nprehension of the conditions each 
of us encounters when we pass through the change 
called ckath. The answer is si1nple. They n1ake the 
change perfectly intelligible; they render the region 
of existence into which we shall pass after undergoing 
the change a pa~vs de connaissance. That is the fore
mo~t di~covery with which they are concerned. 
Curn:nt uiscussion as to whether we really do live 
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again-a possibility rendered doubtful for many 
people because religious teachers seem to know so 
little about it-is sadly ludicrous in view of the 
certain kno\vledgc on the subject lying ready for us 
only just oqtside our prison doors. People, indeed, 
still within them are already inexcusable if they doubt 
the main principle, for abundant information has 
been smuggled through to them, and telephones
so to speak-have been set up \vithin the prison walls 
which enable us to talk with people outside. But one 
1nust get outside fully to understand what lies beyond. 
Dart1noor is big, but England is bigger, and beyond 
England lie other countries of stupendous magnitude. 
The physical plane is an extensive -region, but regions 
within the cognizance of superior senses are more 
extensive in more than a corresponding fashion. Our 
astral world into which we pass when escaping from 
the prison of the senses is an envelope surrounding 
the physical globe, but enormous in comparison. 
To the appropriate senses it is as solid and variegated 
as this. And there arc numberless variations of 
condition for dwellers in the vast astral globe. The 
Earth-life has been used by some in a manner productive 
as its consequence of great happiness and wide vie\vs 
of Xaturc-by others unhappily in ways that entail 
consequences of a very different order, with which 
p~.~ople who lead conunonly decent li vcs need not 
trouble their i1nagination; unless, indeed, without 
any self-regarding apprehension, they want to under
stand the sublirnc hannonies of a Divine design 
which would be violated disastrously if the ulterior 
results of good and bad li vcs were uniforn1ly the 
~arne. Thus the astral world proYidcs purgatorial 
conditions of highly varying intensity, through \vhich 
those \vho haye badly 1nisuscd the opportunities of 
physical life 1nust pass before attaining happier con
ditions, while, for a very large ntunber of people who 
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have led fairly creditable lives, the happy conditions 
are reached at once. The study of the way in which 
these vary in turn-meeting the needs of the simply 
innocent immigrants as appropriately as they provide 
for highly evolved entities-the foremost repre
sentatiYes of earthly wisdom and achievement-is a 
profoundly interesting but a very elaborate study, 
to subserve which, however, abundant literature is 
n'w in existence. 

This, 1noreover, will enable anyone who wishes to 
push the inquiry farther to gather some information 
as to the way in which the five senses may be rein
forced by the development of new ones. In an 
imperfectly developed condition there are two organs 
in the human brain which, when fully matured, will 
respond to the higher vibrations of certain media in 
which we are unconsciously immersed, and convey 
impressions to the brain as vivid as those conveyed 
by the eye when dealing with objects normally visible. 
These organs are the Pineal Gland and the Pituitary 
body. In some few cases they are already active; 
in so1ne others they might be cultivated into activity; 
in the vast majority of cases they are hopelessly 
incapable of such development during the current 
life of the Ego concerned. Their developn1ent in the 
next physical life depends on the extent to which, 
in the current life, the person in question devotes 
thought, study, and effort to super-physical aspira
tion, for the laws governing the growth of form 
recognize thought and effort as potent forces con
tributing to the result. 

Indeed, if we cling to the prison metaphor the 
situation is abnormal in more ways than one, for the 
authorities are by no 1neans anxious to keep their 
prisoners within their respective cells. They must 
-in obedience to still higher authority-refrain from 
actually helping prisoners to escape, but they do not 
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interfere with those trying to do so. Prison-breaking, 
far from being an offence, is their right-is regarded 
as altogether meritorious. ·once clear of the vvalls 
the fugitive is never pursued or brought back. 
Authority wishes him well, and cheers his farther 
progress. He must, however, break out by daring 
and force, not by cunning. There is a door leading 
out of the prison into the free world beyond that is 
always unfastened. Any prisoner can push it open 
and go out that way if he chooses, but all are put upon 
their honour not to attempt an escape that way. 
And if they break faith and do so, they are terribly 
disappointed, for the door leads out of the prison, it is 
true, but to regions in which the conditions are still 
rnore distressing than those of the prison itself, and 
there is no short cut leading out of them in turn. To 
plod through the forbidden country may take a 
longer time than would have been spent in the prison 
waiting for the order of release, due in any case sooner 
or later. 

Nor must it be imagined that the period spent in 
prison is wasted tirne. Physical life is, indeed, subject 
to limitations trying to the patience of those who 
know son1ething about the infinite realities that lie 
beyond, but the law of all progress defines the physical 
plane as the region of Beginnings. Xo one word 
precisely fits the idea; nor doc~ it apply to the be
ginnings of Forn1. Divine Ideation, Creative Thought, 
takes its rise on much higher planes, but culminates 
on the Physical. There, individualized consciousness, 
hun1an Egos-working in forn1s co1nplctcd from one 
point of view, though very far from perfection as con
ternplatcd fron1 another-can start on an upward 
journey. From that tirnc on, their progrc~s depends 
on thcmselv<'s. They are launched on the upward 
arc of evolution and all the li1nitations accuruulated 
during thl' downward arc fall away, or rather arc.; 
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shaken off as the onward progress is accomplished. 
The work of shaking them off is difficult in the be
ginning. :Most people arc imperfectly a\:vare of the 
clisabilities under which they labour. The senses 
have given them a rich and apparently ever-growing 
store of knowledge and power. They are-the 
foren1ost of the1n-proud and contcnt-\vithin their 
Palace. The multitude have not yet even risen to 
the appreciation of its opulent resources. ~one the 
less, the Beginning, for every single Ego of the count
less millions, must be made from the physical point 
of departure. And on the physical plane-the 
prison of . 1ny favourite Inetaphor-the countless 
millions will accumulate and remain until they 
make it. In that fact lies the clue to the course that 
has been pursued in recent years by agents of the 
Divine Hierarchy who have guided the current out
burst of information relating to the higher destinies 
available for mankind, information \vhich constitutes 
a feature of. ever-increasing importance in nwdern 
civilization. The steps taken were impossible at a 
fonner time. Bigotry dominated the mental atmos
phere. Ignorant power stamped upon all manifesta
tions of independent thought. It was only when 
freedom had " broadened slowly down fro1n precedent 
to precedent" that a place was found among men for 
1nessengers from a loftier world. Now the n1essage 
has been poured forth through many channels. In 
varying forms of expression it is the same in all cases. 
Look beyond the perishable interests of transient 
life in the physical body. Comprehend the scheme 
of infinite magnificence to which you belong. Get 
the clear view no\v attainable of the whole Divine 
programme. ::\lake the beginning that every human 
creature must 1nake soon or late, and the results are 
bound to transcend even the 1nost glowing anticipa· 
tion. 



OUR VISITS TO THIS \VORLD 

THE materialist who regards human life as beginning 
in the cradle and ending in the grave is at all events 
consistent, though he insults Divine intelligence. 
But people who shrink fron1 believing in final ex
tinction, and nevertheless regard each new life as a 
fresh beginning insult human understanding. They 
ask us, in other words, to accept the idea of a stick 
with only one end. \\"e can think of a stick with no 
ends at all, or anyhow can talk of it as we talk of 
Eternity,_ but to be on speaking terms with Infinitude 
we must avoid the acquaintance of futurities that 
have no past. Some phenomena-a bonfire, for in
stance-may begin and cease to be, but human 
i1nmortality is an idea that claims in the forward 
direction to share the attributes of Duration, and 
cannot do without them in the other. 

The word " life " needs to be handled with care. 
If p1..'oplc go on living after their bodies arc buried or 
burned, tlH:ir presence on the physical plane is 1nercly 
an episode in their lives. If these continue they n1ust, 
under oth<'r conditions, have been going on before on 
other plant'S. Sev~..~nty or eighty y~..~ars of acth-ity in 
tlw physical body constitute part of a life. Its con
tinuance has ceased to be a matter of guesswork for 
tlH~ 1nillions concerned with the sin1ple variety of 
occult resC'arch described as Spiritualis1n, and the 
current interest in that research is rapidly rvn( h·ring 
the current conte1npt for it in n1o5t newspaper~ an 
illustration of thl·ir patient efforts to reprc;:;~_·nt the 
greatest stupidity of the greatest nu1nber. ..:\ deeper 
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research than that content \Vith merely proving that 
people are still alive after they arc " dead " intro
duces us to the logical conclusion that they were 
alive before they were born, and thus, by stages, 
to the inevitable conclusion that consciousness 
functioning son1etimes on one plane of ?\aturc, some
times on another, is never " to one engine bound," but 
always cycles round and round. In hard scientific 
language this conclusion brings us up against the 
doctrine of Reincarnation, \vhich, sharing the fate 
of many others, is made to seern an offence to lofty 
aspiration by getting itself profoundly misunder
stood. 

At first, introduced to the \Vestern world in the 
earliest theosophical writings, it captured a great 
array of supporters because, for the first time, it 
enabled them to ·;contemplate the inequalities of 
hunmn condition without feeling that they were 
incompatible v/ith belief in Divine justice. One 
could fall back on the theory that Divine way::> were 
inscrutable, but it was comforting to grasp a new 
idea that prevented them from seeming, on thC' face 
of things, ways we should personally be ashmned of. 
Objections were forthcoming none the less. Spiritual
ists said our friends on the other side do not know 
anything about the new idea. Others declared that 
they did not like this world, and did not want to come 
hack to it, confident that Nature would not be so 
rude as to disregard their wishes. To others, again, 
thP. notion of beginning life afresh at the perambu
lator stnge was intolerable; and affectionate parents, 
tnourning a loved daughter, were horrified to think 
that on passing on then1selves they might be greeted 
with the news that she had been reincarnated in 
Ti1nbuctoo. Frorn another point of view the dis
believer declared that he did not remember having 
h~d a previous life, therefore it \Vas ob,·ious that 
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neither he nor anyone else ever had one. Objections of 
these varied kinds are very amusing to all \vho under
stand more or less completely the conditions of human 
progress through the ages. The friends of the 
Spiritualist on " the other side " are enjoying the 
freshness of a renewed life, the reunion with others 
they may have cared for, the vivid reality of that 
next world they have reached; they are no more 
concerned with further changes that may lie in the 
;emote future than boys at a school, full of enthusiasm 
for cricket, ponder on problems that perplex the 
invalid of sixty or seventy. Nor if they did develop 
a premature interest in the remote future could they 
readily g~t inforrnation. If they have it in them to 
advance to higher levels of the Astral world, beyond 
that they touch on first going over, they will ulti
nlately acquire knowledge; but even that is not 
~ertain unless they have been tinged during physical 
life with some aspiration towards higher knowledge. 

A fundamental and deeply important fact con
nected with higher spiritual progress is hinted at 
by what has just been said. The physical plane of 
life is pre-erninently associated with all beginnings. 
Its importance in this respect cannot be overrated. 
This condition underlies the principle of Reincarnation, 
i:; tlw root of its nt.~cessity. Spiritualbn1 and other 
fornb of bdit·f conct~rning the future life include a 
yaguc· ('Xpcctation that infiuitt• spiritual progrcs;-; is 
possibh- aft<'r death down here. So it is, but the 
pernw1wnt E.:;o is not ~poou-fed with hight.:r know
kdgt' unlcs;-; h~~ has engl·nder~d a desire for it in his 
v.orkiug period u11 the physical plane. If he has not 
done this );ature givt•s hi1n such blissful n'st on 
higher levels of consciousness as lw nuly ht· t:ntitled 
to by the use he has n1adt' of his phy:-;ical opportunities, 
and t hvn alwtlwr Sf't of opportuuitit•s in the :-;hape of 
rene\\ t•d phy::;ical lif<'. ( )f course, there are other 
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purposes to be served by that renewed life to be 
discussed later on, but for the moment, in reference 
to the first steps in our comprehension of loftier 
destinies, Reincarnation may be thought of as the 
system or Inethod adopted by 1\ature for teaching the 
law of Reincarnation. At earlier stages of human 
progress the young Ego has not begun to concern itself 
with the study of natural law-is n1erely gathering, 
life after life, prcli1ninary experience of pleasure and 
pain, of right and \\Tong, of emotion and desire and 
their consequences. Does the use of the word 
" young " in this sense seem to involve the fallacy of 
assigning a beginning to that which has no end? 
There is no real inconsistency in the language used. 
The essence of the young Ego has emerged from 
infinite Divine life, but at one period has crystallized 
as a centre of consciousness within the Divine life, 
and in conforn1ity with la\vs coining to be understood 
develops expanded capacity by degrees. Gradually 
and slowly this result is acco1nplished. 

::\Ian as yet is bdng made and ere the crowning .\.gc of ages, 
Shall not reon after :::eon pass and touch him into shape ? 

But his consciousness 1nay be traced back through 
ani1nal and vegetable forms, through solar systems and 
nebulre to past infinitudes of manifestation. 

Perhaps a simpler answer than has been given above 
1night more easily n1eet the objection of spiritualists 
who say that their spirit friends do not know anything 
of Reincarnation. Son1e of them do ! But the fact 
that some of them deny it is quite intelligible when 
we comprehend their li1nitations, and unimportant. 
For 1nost of us belief in the rotundity of the Earth 
is not shaken by the denial of a few who still believe 
it to he flat. 

\\"hen disbelief in the law of Reincarnation arises 
fron1 dislike for the idea, one may first of all suggest 
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that people \vho deeply dislike the law which brings 
trouble on those \vho pick other people's pockets do 
not by such dislike divert its course. But in truth, 
people only dislike the idea for want of understanding 
it. They do not realize, for one thing, that the force 
which gives rise to Reincarnation in each individual 
case is a desire on the part of the Ego to reincarnate. 
If no such desire were generated, on the plane...of the 
Ego, after the personal life of the entity in question 
has been fully enjoyed or worked out in the Astral 
world, and then has merged itself in the Ego on a 
higher plane, Reincarnation would not take place; · 
but the hypothesis for the occultist is unthinkable. 
The desire for fresh experience is as inevitably en
g<'ndcrcd in the Ego when all so far gathered has been 
absorbed, as the desire for fresh food is engendered 
during physical life in the body, when previous 
supplies have been finally disposed of. This state 
of things invests the fa1niliar protest against having 
to come back to this vale of tears with a very ludicrous 
aspect. Even after eating too much and being for the 
lllOinent disinclined for more food, people in general 
know that at s01ne future time they \vill be hungry 
again; but, if while suffering from repletion thl'y 
declan'd that for cvcr and ever they would d<'tcst food, 
tht' dt.~daration would lw unconvincing. Tlw aclyanccd 
Egu A'1UJZL'S that lw must conw hack to lift.· on Earth 
iu ordt~r t•vt•ntually to get on. Ct•rt:~tinly, hy ::->Orne, 
a god-liln~ st.a~t~ i:; n'adwd \\lun an Ego IHay have 
r.i~t·n abuYt.' th · l:tw:-> afft:cting- ordinary humanity, hut 
loH;~ lwfor(' tlwu hi~ livt•s in c~..mHcction with th<: Earth 
will ha \·c included colllph ·t<· cmnprdwnsioJI <•f all 
such law~. Peoplt.· whu criticiz~~ tht'lll on tht· h~ ... i~ 
of profound ig-noranct' of tlw way t hvy work ha \ e 
certainly not attained thr· c~..mditiou "hich tni.t!ht 
<'Iwhh- thC'nl to lw a l:t\Y unto th•·Jn:-;~·lvt.·s. 

Of all tlw Ini..,CIHtCI ·ptinu. ... prurnpting dbbdief 111 
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Reincarnation, the most ridiculous is that which 
makes some critics shrink with horror from the idea 
of beginning life again in the cradle. They somehow 
in1agine the1nsehres with their present elaborate con
sciousness subject to its miserable limitations. The 
la\v does not give rise to any such ghastly absurdity, 
but to get rid entirely of the painful delusion in 
question we have to go into a closer study of the way 
the process of rebirth is effected than was usually 
possible for those who accepted the 1nain idea at 
the first blush, as accounting for the inequalities 
of life. 

The 1nethod )\ ature pursues in providing an Ego with 
a fresh incarnation shows the absurdity of what may 
be called the perambulator objection. \Vhen-long 
after the close of the Earth period of the previous life 
-the time has come for the Ego to plunge again into 
the experiences of the physical plane, the preparations 
for this are very gradual. And they vary within 
a very wide range of possibility according to the 
stage of growth the Ego has reached. But in any 
case the child in its baby stage is not an en1bodilnent 
of the Ego, or of the last personality in which it 
manifested, any more than the sloppy clay foundations 
of a llt;W house are already inhabited by the person 
\vho is destined to live in it when it is fully built and 
furnished. The amplification of this all-important 
view of the 1natter may be postponed for the 1non1ent, 
for the broad fact disposes of the delusion people 
suffer fro1n if they think of themselves as enduring the 
lintitation:; of childhood when coining back to Earth
life. 11efore dealing fully with the gradual way in 
which a new child's body is rendered fit for occupation 
by the appointed tenant, attention n1ay as well be 
paid to a clifticulty of a 1nore dignified order than any 
already noticed. Docs the law of Reincarnation 
conflict with the suprenwly important aspect of the 
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next \vorld, in which we think of it as reuniting under 
happy conditions the lovi:qg friends, wives and 
daughters, sons and fathers, torn asunder by death 
-so cruelly torn asunder as ~t often seems to limited 
VISIOn. Reincarnation no more interferes with the 
reunion on higher planes of those who have loved one 
another on this one than our next summer's holiday 
will be interfered with by the precession of the 
equinoxes. That astronomical process ·will affect 
clin1ate in future, but it need not worry us for the 
n1oment. Nor, in<;leed, as regards the law of Rein
carnation need the most far-sighted vie\v of the 
future embarrass the conditions-on the Astral plane 
-of those who have loved one another on Earth. 
On the contrary it expands to infinitude the value 
of that relat~onship. Other natural conditions operate 
at first in /the Astral life, and no matter what in
tervals o( our tirne elapse between the passing over 
of the persons concerned, experience of Astral life 
sho,vs ~hat the old look of an old-age body-reflecting 
itself for a brief period in the Astral form-rapidly 
disappears. As a broad rule people all grow young 
again in appearance, afte~ passing over in .old age, 
or r(.'\·crt to whatever they rnay think of as the prin1c 
of life, the aspect best v;orthy of perpetuation. The 
fc\v years that for a tirnc separate the person who 
di(';:, fir~t frurn the bcloYed other who liligers long in 
phy;.;ical life, fade into insignificance in the long 
co.np<utiou;:;hip of the Astral life. Tht..•n eYt..'ntually 
(aftvr certai11 dcn.:lopnwnts on highyr levels), those 
who really care for one another rditarnate n1orc or 
lvss ~iinultanl~ou;:;ly, and con1c into renewed relation
::;hips or intirnacics on the Earth plane. To quarrel 
with the law of Reincarnation, because it srparatcs 
people who can only b(~ happy tog,~ther, is a blunder 
for which it i~ diilicult to in~aginc a parall•.:l. One 
111ight as wdl con1plaiu of thL~ Suu for not 3hinint;, or 
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of the Earth for not turning round. Reincarnation 
is a force that does not disperse people, but gathers 
them together. It does this not merely as regards 
loving couples: it unites great groups of people 
in sympathetic friendship. ¥/henever exceptional 
opportunities have enabled occult students to gain 
knowledge concerning the former lives of then1sclves 
and their friends or belongings, current intiinacies 
are always found to be the fruit of similar relationships 
in forn1er times. Where some man and woman are 
found united in this life by the beautiful bondofa real 
1nutual love, they are invariably found to have been 
1nan and wife in repeated lives for thousands of years. 
And community of interest in devotion t.o spiritual 
progress links large groups of people together in life 
after life. Through the ages they may scatter some
times, when individual attractions draw them off 
in one direction or another. They ahvays con1e 
together again sooner or later. 

In view of what has just been said it is hardly 
necessary to deal seriously \vith the self-sufficient 
foolishness of people who contend that, because they 
do not remember any former life, no one has lived 
formerly. l\Iany people do ren1ember, as one result 
of awakening faculties not yet common to all, and the 
fact that the vast majority do not ren1ember is easily 
accounted for. The human race, as a whole, is not far 
('DOugh advanced to work with the senses that have been 
brought into activity by a few pioneers of progress. 
The cultured 1ninority of civilized countries, even, is 
little more than half-,\·ay on along the course marked 
out for the 1nillions of years of htunan actiYity, while, 
if we strike an aYerage between an ... \ustralian savage 
and the Pre~idcnt of the Royal Society, the result 
will be rather disheartening. And, ind~ed, though 
we may take the holder, at any time, of the exalted 
office referred to as one who " stands on the height 
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of his life," and of life as generally understood, the 
occult student at all events enjoys " a glimpse of a 
height that is higher," and expands his consciousness 
accordingly. But apart, indeed, from the fact that 
the majority even of cultured people in civilized coin
munities have not yet developed faculties that enable 
them to remember past lives; there is a very good 
reason why Nature does not allow them to do so, at 
their present stage of progress. Very often they have 
complicated " Karma " to \vork out. They have 
done things in past lives th.a~ entail painful conse
quences in the current life. To be able in advance, 
by remembering the incidents, to foresee the painful 
consequences impending, would be an arrangement 
cru('lly aggravating the pain. For the clear sight of 
past causes it is much better that m·ost of us should 
wait. vVhen spiritual attainment has cured us of the 
tendencies that engender evil consequences; when 
appropriate aspirations and acquired knowledge 
co-operate, the higher senses (which include the po\ver 
of looking back) will certainly dawn mnong earnest 
students of the Higher Occultis1n-the super-physical 
science of Xature which illuminates the whole Dh·ine 
schenw for those devoted to it. There are so1nc who 
already have these higher senses iu full acti \·ity, and 
can u~>t only h)()k hack on the fornwr liYt ·...; t h<-y tlH'In
sdYvs have passed through, but on tlw con1panionslups 
anrl acquailltanc<·ships of those lives, so that a great 
many otlH TS now in physicallif<.' an· t'nahkd at S<'COIH.l 

hand to ac<.1uir~ knowlccl~t' of thdr fonner doiu~~. 
Tl1us we can obscrn.~ in actual operation the workillg
uf the law n·fcrrPd to ahoY<', which brings c::yinpath<~tic 
fricucb, lw:-;idt~s tho::w link<~d h~r the suprvnl<' tk of 
loYe, into iucarnation togt'thcr. In this w:ty I haYe 
hf'eH ahlt· to id('ntify t\Yv'lty or thirty of IllY prC'=-'l'llt 
friends and acqu~int:mct ·.,, a;; h:n ing- playvd p<:rt:; 
togetl11..~r in fornH·r dr:tm~s- -p;.rt"' tlwt ltr!Yt' curiou .... ly 
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varied in character son1eti1nes, under Karmic In
fluences of diverse kinds. 

Before exa1nining the n1ethod-or methods, for 
they yary-by means of which reincarnations are 
accomplished, let us glance at the esoteric necessity 
for ,the process. Theologians, by thoroughly mis
understanding Gou and Xature-i.e., suprcn1c Divine 
power and the nH .. ·chanism of manifestation-have 
taught people to think of the Earth-life and its 
conditions \vith disdain (if they can), and to con
template an eternal future of hymns, wings and 
inferior musical instruments with as much ardour 
as the prospect permits. Expanding knowledge 
enables us to realize that the Earth-life is in the same 
relation to the spiritual future that (during this life) 
a n1an 's business or vvork is to the enjoyments that 
wait upon success. The slow processes of early 
evolution fit the growing Ego for his vvork in the 
Earth-life. Then he has to do it, and earn the results. 
Few Egos would do it successfully the first time of 
trying. Xature is very patient, and gives then1 
c-Jmost any number of repeated opportunities for 
trying again-i.e., so many Earth-lives with periods 
of rest bet\veen each. Only here can they do the 
work. Careless thinkers vaguely imagine that spiritual 
progress-without work to proyide for it-\vill be 
smnchow accomplished on spiritual planes after the 
shackles of physical existence are contemptuously 
cast ofL On this plane that \vould be like the view 
of life that a Inan of business n1ight take if he assumed 
that income would flow in of itself if he basked all the 
time in the luxuries of his home and never \Vent back 
to his office. Cou::;equcnces will not follow without 
caust:s being s~t up to provide for them. That simple 
truth governs spiritual progress as well as the pro
cessl~ of manufacture. \Vood will not spontaneously 
convert itself into tables and chairs. The human 
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soul n1ust be fashioned into shape before it can take 
a place-as it may do if all goes well-in the Divine 
Hierarchy; but, unlike the wood, it has ·within it the 
po\ver of fashioning itself, and no external carpenter 
can accomplish the task, a long and sometimes 
a wearisome undertaking that can only be t:;arried 
to a successful conclusion in the workshop. In more 
scientific language, physical life is the condition in 
which we all begin the work of educating ourselves 
up to Divine levels, a stupend()us task, each stage 
(If which has its own beginning. \Ve start in some life 
ur another on the upward journey. \Ve 1nake some 
progress which colours the super-physical period of 
r~st and fruition, and if we persevere we get on farther 
next time. No one in one physical life does Ill:Ore than 
n1ake progress. If he has set out to walk from the 
Land's End to the north of Scotland he cannot get 
over the \vhole distance in one day, but let hi1n keep 
on day after day and he will arrive eventually. 
If he were allowed only one day for the journey he 
would not do this. The comparison is perfectly 
sound. If we \Vere allowed only one life, we could 
never get to the su1nn1it of our possible destiny. 
( ·(·rtainly there are aspects of progress at variance 
npparcutly with the rigidity of the statcn1ent above 
"bout the necessity of providing for it by work down 
llcrc. .\t given stage:-~ uf I>rogre::;s we n1ust be in 
touch with ==>UJH.'r-physical plant:,, but thL' aspiration 
to gt t i11to touch with thnn n1ust have begun here 
ill tht.~ iirst i1.1stauce. Thu:; tlH~ in1portancc of the 
phy::ical lifv aud its opportunitit.·s cannot be ov1 ·r
ratu.l, ib frc<.JlH ut rent \Yal is an ab;:;olutt~ Itrce::;:-.ity
dn·ply L'mbcdded, so to speak, ill the Vi\ i11c pro
granuu(~ of hunl<·,n t·volution. 

Thv ntd hod~ by which n·iHcarnatioll::> nrc acc.:oin
pli:-hcd 'nry '' ithi11 \t. ry \Yi<lc li1nits ac.:cordiil~ to the 
;-,tag~..: uf dt.'\ dopntt·nt each Ego 1nay ha\'\.~ n.·:tched. 
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For a few (relatively), very far on, special arrangements 
come into play. Dealing first with the enormous 
majority, including the savage and civilized races, the 
course of rebirth is guided-not by blind laws in
herent in matter, but by the will of Beings on an 
immensely high leyel of DiYine dignity, thought of by 
occult students as the Lords of Karma. So far as we 
know their collective jurisdiction extends over the 
whole V niverse. As regards this world we kno\v of 
four such Beings, each, of course, presiding over an 
immense hierarchy of agents. One is concerned 
rnerely- or especially- \~lith the savage races ; 
another \vith the rank and file of civilization; 
another with the cultured minority: these present 
Karmic problems of deeper intricacy than are usual 
with the less evolved majority. The fourth is con
cerned with the Karma of Nations, but that is a huge 
subject by itself which need not claim attention for 
the n1oment. 

The simplest savage has potentialities of ultimate 
developn1ent to'"'ards infinity, but till his Ego has 
becorne qualified for incarnation in civilized races, 
almost any opportunity for renewed life in his O\Vn 

or some sin1ilar race will suit him equally -well. His 
higher spiritual self is Inerel)· a germ. The identity 
of his personalities in each saYage life could only be 
traced by the keenest vision of exalted clairvoyance. 
As a natural process the method of bringing any Ego 
back to physical life will be better understood if we 
consider the rel.uk and fil~: of civilization. At that 
level each Ego has n1ade son1e progress in growing a 
Higlwr Self on the plane of spiritual consciousness. 
The personality in life has developed capacities of the 
mind, loves, friendships, and relationships which 
giye rise to a protracted and interesting period of 
life 011 the Astral plane after physical death. This 
period may last for centuries, but it is the outcon1e of 
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finite causes and comes to an end. The loves and 
friendships do not come to an end. They are simply 
melting into spiritual consciousness preparatory to 
their renewal in a new physical-plane act of the great 
life drama, but when each Ego concerned has been 
assigned to a new and appropriate incarnation by the 
Divine discernment of the Lord of Karma, let us 
observe \vhat happens. 

An atom of Inatter-inconceivably minute, an atom 
of each plane on which human consciousness can 
function-clings to each personality after death. 
This is well understood by occult students. Such 
atmns are called the " permanent atoms." They 
pass upward during the long inter-incarnate period, 
and ultin1ately lodge in the Higher Self. \Vhen a new 
birth has been ordained they are projected down 
through the intervening planes, and the pennanent 
physical a to In lodges in the new n1other. Does that 
5cein a very feeble link with. the last life on earth of 
the Ego concerned? If we want to understand super
physical science, we n1ust get utterly rid of the habit 
of attaching importance to magnitude. An atom 
1nay put a new personality in touch \Vith every event 
in the life it was identified with a thousand years 
preYiously. Hut we need not here plunge into a 
di:-;cu~sion of the 1nystcrics connected \Vith ~ature's 
IneinOry. 

If wr now turn to the case of an E~o belonging to 
the cultured n1inority uf civilized races, the Higher 
Sdf, by the hypothesis, is nwre fully grown. Sonle
tltiug rnore than in the other case clin~s to the 
pl·rn1ancnt aton1s, with the result that tlw astral 
pcnnmwnt atmn gather:-; round it (or is proYid<"d by the 
agents of Karnm with) a temporary n~hicle of astral 
con:-:ciousncs~, \Vhich strrng-thvns the connection 
of t lw new child's body \\ i th the Ego's last per
sonality. Let uo one i111agine that the new body 
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becomes all at once a vehicle of Ego-consciousness. 
For the first seven years of its life, the baby con
sciousnC'ss does not borrow from the presiding Astral 
any streak even of its mature capacity for thought 
and emotion. Nor even in the first seven years does 
it do more than accomplish (under guidance) certain 
preliminary processes of growth. Only \Yhen another 
septenary period has passed does the child, at 
fourteen, begin to be as regards its .astral nature the 
personality of the former life over again, and not 
until a third septenary period has passed is it infused 
with the mentality of the former life. Then the Ego 
has been reincarnated, except for what remains on 
higher spiritual levels as ·the Higher Self. For, 
remember, we are now dealing with the case of an 
entity so far advanced as necessarily to have developed 
through many former lives a complicated account 
with Karma. There arc good and evil forces a\vaiting 
operation. Capacities of varied kinds need expression. 
It may not be possible for the directing Powers to find 
an incarnation in \vhich all these forces can operate 
simultaneously. Successive lives, surrounded with 
very different circumstances, may be required to work 
out the \vhole intricate problem. But the great 
Powers of Nature are very patient, and have limitless 
time at their disposal. A large draft upon those 
resources must be made when, in addition to the 
intricate claims of an advanced Ego's individual 
Karma, his love ties and hostile relationships \vith 
other Egos have to be provided for. But the manner 
in which ~ ature-thc living mechanism of Divine 
\\"ill-exhibits a power of cornbining everything with 
<'YCr)'thing else, is for a thoughtful observer the most 
dazzling of her marvellous attributes. 

The familiar phenomena of heredity illustrate that 
last remark. \Vhen a child · gro\ving up exhibits 
characteristics rcsernbling those of parents or an-
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cestors, he is son1etimes regarded as supporting the 
idea that he is mentally and morally, as \vell as 
physically, the product of his parentage-a ne\v soul. 
In reality the Pow'ers guiding his incarnation have 
put hi1n into a family the physical heredity of which 
will proYide him with a body capable of giving 
expression to his indiYid ual characteristics. They 
have bl~en able to con1bine that provision \vith a life
destiny in which his Karma can be properly worked 
out. 

Let us now consider the peculiar conditions affecting 
the reincarnation of people well advanced along that 
" Path " of abnonnal spiritual progress, leading to 
initiation into levels of the Divine Hi(·rarchy which 
the occult student refers to when speaking of " The 
:\lasters " of \Yisdom and Power. At a certain stage 
of such progress the Disciple, in fully conscious touch 
on higher planes with his O\Yn particular l\Iaster, is 
allo\ved, by the Lords of Karma, to pass, in a certain 
sense, out of their hands and to be guided by the 
~Iaster himself into his next incarnation. By the 
hypothesi:-; in such a case there has not necessarily 
been any exhau~tion of the forces providing for long 
tenns of happy rest on the Astral and J\lanasic planes. 
The Di~ciph· i:; willing to forgo such spiritual enjoy
nwut ~ for tlw sake of getting on, r<'turning snoner 
than he is oblh~·\·d to the working condition of physical 
cxi~tc..·nc1'. Th(' :ua~ter find~ an appropriate oppor
tunity for hi..; n ·birth in a fmnily the circu1nstances 
of \\·hidt "ill fit hi1n all round, provide hin1 by its 
physical heredity with a brain qualifil~d to express 
hi:-. intelll'ct ual or arfi~t ic devdopm~.."nts, and at the 
sauw tinw inYolv~~ hin1 in couditions favourabk to his 
furth('r spiritual progress. ...\nd the Disciple is 
d<•ftnitdy consult<'d in n·~ar<l to the choict'. Probably 
tw'> or thn·v possible incarnations are tak(•n into 
consideration, and the Disciple, we 1nay be sure, in 
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such cases, is not guided in his choice by what a mere 
worldly observer \vould regard as the relatively 
attractiYe prospect offered by such alternatives. 
Luxury, comfort even, in physical life is regarded 
from the point of view at \Vhich the Disciple is 
standing, in consultation with his :\laster, as simply 
of no account. The question is-which proposed 
life will be best calculated to prmnote real spiritual 
progress ? Cases are known in which humble and 
arduous incarnations have been chosen in preference 
to others of ease and far superior social station. 

The method of reincarnation in such cases will 
follow the ordinary routine in one way. The per
manent ato1ns will be guided to their destination in 
the n1other and the growing child, but the former 
personality is entirely complete all the time, on the 
Astral plane, looking on and perhaps being able to 
so1ne extent to influence the parents in the treatment 
of the child, who will most likely exhibit psychic 
characteristics of an unusual order-though for 
various reasons this is not a matter of certainty. 
Eventually, by the time the child has attained the 
age of fourteen or a little more, and has grown a new 
astral body identified in appearance with the new 
physical hody, the Astral of his forn1er personality 
will be discarded and the new life will fairly begin, 
though it will not till later on be infused with the 
intellectual attributes of the Ego. 

Infant prodigies arc not necessarily, or ev(~n 
probably, examples of the peculiar incarnations just 
described. \Vhen wonderful musical faculties are 
1nanifest at ridiculously early ages, that condition 
can be traced to the impatience of the musical Ego 
to express itself again on the physical plane. Ari th
n1etical prodigies may be due to some unusual 
capacity in the new brain for bringing over astral 
consciousness. But the study of such exceptional 
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pheno=neua lies outside the effort tq comprehend the 
norn1al working of the laws regulating the sufficiently 
intricate problems of ordinary reincarnation. 

The importance of understanding these laws, as 
far as that is possible, cannot be overrated. They 
lie at the root of the whole scheme of human evolu
tion. To frame theories of hutnan origin and destiny 
without taking them into account would be like 
trying to explain bodily growth without compre
hending the circulation of the blood, to frame a 
science of chemistry without including oxygen in the 
catalogue of " ele1ncnts," to explain light and sound 
without conte1nplating the idea of vibration. Re
ligion, as the world grows wiser, will not be able to 
do \vithout some co1nprehension of spiritual science 
essential to the pcnnanent 1naintcnancc of spiritual 
emotion, of religion as a force operative on conduct. 
\Vithout the syste1n of rebirth, the physical world 
would have no raison d'etre. If spiritual beatitude 
could be as well reached, without further contact 
with this kind of life, by the debased savage, the 
civilized criminal, and the altruistic philanthropist, 
it would not have been worth while for the Sun to 
shine, or the Earth to turn round. The occultist 
kno\vs the physical world to be the clitnax of creative 
ingenuity. On lofty planes of consciousness Divine 
purposes are thought out. On tho.::;e which arc lower 
-in only one sense-they arc realized. By degrees 
the realization bec01ncs more and tnorc cotnpletc, and 
the Earth it.::;clf will share the progress of the hu1nauity 
it bears. .!Eons h~ncc humanity \Vill be cou
tctnplating the results of this progress. To part it 
fr01n its heritage by denying it (in itnagination; 
happily that cannot be done in reality) the right to 
kel'P in touch with it, is to blundl.!r into tnaking 
nonsense of the whole Divine schetne, in a way, 
moreover, which would incidentally cheat the loftier 

10 
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planes of consciousness of the perfected Egos they are 
awaiting, in reliance on the plane of physical mani
festation-the nursing home of our, as yet, imperf{'ct 
selves. Those whon1 it has reared successfully are 
continually outgro\ving the need of its guidance. 
Those who have hardly yet profited by this are con
tinuously pouring in. The human farnily is a large 
one, though collectively a mere episode in Dh iiH: 
manifestation. But the episode is sufficiently elr bo
rate and varied to absorb our attention, and fe\Y 
of its aspects arc better worth notice than those 
which have to do with the fundamental principle 
governing its alternations of activity and rest, opera
tive throughout Xature in ways innumerable-in 
winter and sumrner, in day and night, in sleeping 
and waking, and in our constantly renewed touch with 
the physical world as we descend frorn realms of rnore 
refined consciousness, to get on with our stupendous 
task of training hun1an nature to be Divine. 



THE l\1ASTERS AND THEIR :METHODS OF 
IKSTRl!CTIO:\ 

THE splendid development of the Theosophical Society 
~~ll over the world has naturally given rise to an eager 
desire on the part of earnest Theosophists for detailed 
information concerning those " Elder Brethren " of 
I I umanity whom we commonly speak of as '' The 
~lasters." At first, in the imagination of m.ost of us, 
they were very mysterious entities. The l\1aster 
" K. H.," of whom I was enablctl to speak in the 
t·arlicst books that gave the world a glimpse of " the 
\Vhite Lodge " (to usc a conveniently comprehensive 
expression), remained for a long time the only one of 
His glorious Fraternity whose personality was in any 
way distinct in our thoughts. 

Then we cmne to know about the Master " M," 
whose name remained partially disguised by the 
initial. But sorne of us have had touch, during the 
thirty-odd years that have elapsed since the Theo
sophical Society took root as a permanent organiza
tion, with many others of the White Lodge, and, 
though sonw reserve on the subject still see1ns 
desirable, it is thought equally desirable in another 
direction that earnest n1cn1bers of the T. S. should 
be able to form a <:learer mental conception of the 
Master condition-and of the still higher levds of 
initiation beyond-than is provided for in current 
theosophical literature. I feel sure, 1noreovcr, that 
the }\[asters Themselves wish to be better understood 
in the Society they originated than was generaJly 
possibk at first. :My present purpose, therefore, i:-. 
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to deal with the subject more freely than has hitherto 
been usual, and to show how intimately the activities 
of the \Yhite Lodge are blended with the affairs of 
the world; how the l\Ia:5ters are much more numerous 
than was at first supposed, and how They specialize 
in dealing with the various departments of hun1an 
life, while working together in absolute harn1ony of 
purpose; how Their Divine aspect-as we regard Them 
fron1 our point of view-is blended with an intenst:ly 
human aspect as They deal \vith us individually, and 
how They, in turn, are guided in Their action by the 
still loftier \\"ill above. 

\Ve cannot overrate Their power and knowledge if \Ve 
con1pare it with our O\vn, nor can \:ve overrate Their 
limitation if we endeavour, in imagination, to range 
the highest planes of consciousness in which supreme 
Divine law prevails. Again, we cannot easily do justice 
to Their affectionate sympathy with human disciples 
struggling upwards towards loftier spiritual life. In 
that way Their human aspect is beautifully manifest. 

The Master level of initiation is a fairly definite 
stage on the path of spiritual progress, but is in no 
sense a halting place. The next great stage (initia
tions beyond common comprehension intervening) 
is that of the " Fathers," as they are called (or by an 
equivalent term in another tongue). And I am 
assured, though the idea is utterly beyond incarnate 
understanding, that the interval, as representing 
power, knowledge, and cosmic experience, between 
the condition of the Master and that of the Father 
is not less than that between an ordinary cultured 
man of our race and the l\Iaster. Within recent years 
there have been many ascents from the 1\Iaster to the 
Father level, but in no way does any such ascent cut 
off the new Father from the disciple's activities and 
personal attachments of Hirnself when in the Master 
condition. From our point of view He is the Master 
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still, so in thinking of Those we 1nay know we need 
not be curious concerning Their absolute rank in the 
l\·Iighty Hierarchy. 

A simple fact not generally known throughout 
the Society is this: there is a l\Iastcr definitely 
identified with, or, in charge of, every great country 
or nationality in the world. Thus I have had some 
touch with an English, a Scotch, and an Irish \:Iastc1·; 
also ·with an American Master, indeed, with more 
than one specializing in the Guardianship of the 
LTnitcd States. I know also of an Italian and a 
French l\Iaster, and in all such cases the l\Iaster in 
question, though He may have held that rank for 
untold ages, and n1ay have used n1any physical bodies 
in the past, takes incarnation in a body belonging to 
the nation or race over which He undertakes to 
preside. He generally resides at the capital of that 
State, and this custom disposes of an absurd notion, 
prevalent mnong Theosophists at one time when the 
Master condition was very i1nperfectly understood, 
to the effect that no " adept " could endure the evil 
magnetisn1 of great cities. In some cases-and we 
happened to hear of them first-certain l\Iastcrs 
haYe found it convenient, so far as Their bodies arc 
conct•rned. to re"icle in renwte Himalayan di:-;tricts. 
Their work ha..; Jaiu altogether on higher planes, and 
all about the worJcl, under conditions involving the 
habitual u~<' of s.ubtlt~r vehich·::; of conscious1wss, but 
Tlwy c~m, awl sonwtiincs do, nmtcrializc in the midst 
of cnnnl('d lnunanit~· .. He would be a poor " Adept" 
,,-ho could not ~ hidd Ili1nself fron1 inferior 1nag-m~tic 
inflUf'llCCS. 

ObYiously, hy the laws g<n·crning the occult world, 
national ~Iastrrs r.annot kt Tht'lUSdYt'S be known 
to ordinary 1wopk round Thru1 for what ThPy really 
are. It is pcrf('Ct ly hopdc~s for anyone not of tlwir 
own ord<~r to try and identify Them. 
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In order to guard against possible confusion of 
thought on the part of my readers, let me remind 
thern that of course there is a being of the Deva 
order also identified with each great nationality, but 
he is on a different line of evolution altogether. 

During happier periods of the past there was a 
German 1\Iaster, or more than one, but since Satan has 
monopolized spiritual influence in Germany, the 
\Vhite Lodge :Masters have had to ·withdraw from 
that country. The resulting condition of things 
could only be elucidated by a long collateral story 
into which I have no time to diverge. 

One Master, whose work lies chiefly in America, has 
been especially active in helping to guard the transport 
ships carrying United States troops to France, from 
torpedo attacks on the way. The black and \Vhite 
forces on the higher planes are each, all the time, 
trying to bend physical forces to their own ends, and 
the way in which, throughout this war, the powers 
of the whole \Vhite Lodge have been strained in 
resisting the Satanic attack, is ill understood as yet 
by the humanity that owes its escape from the fatal 
disaster to that tireless protection. The :Master to 
whorn I have just been referring has been identified 
\Vith the American continent ever since it was part 
of the still greater continent of Atlantis. He is linked, 
in a very curious way, \Vith the Atlantean period. 
And this leads me to speak on one condition associated 
with ::\Iastership that seems at first very be\vildering. 
The physical bodies of the :\iasters often attain to 
extraordinary ages, to be counted by centuries, rather 
than by years. :\o incornprehensible miracle is really 
involved. 

During our youth we are all under the influence of a 
force science has not yet catalogued, which makes 
for gro-vvth and i1nprovernent. When we are grown 
up it continues in operation for a time, keeping the 

• 
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body in good working order. Then, in the natural 
course of life at this stage of evolution, that force 
ceases to affect us. Old age sets in, etc., etc. The 
l\lasters understand that force, among Their own 
intellectual acquirements, and can turn it on or off at 
will. As long as it is turned on Their bodies do not 
show any sign of age. They may discard one body and 
take another sometimes for reasons connected with 
Their work, but They are not under any natural 
obligations to do so. 

It is well for ordinary humanity that they do not 
know how to perpetuate physical life. At this stage 
of our developn1ent our bodies are not worth per
p<:tuation, while, if we make the best good use of 
thcn1 for about the usual time, the Karmic law will 
gi,·e us better ones for our next physical lives. 

~lasters not definitely linked with particular 
nations may range the vvorld at large, dealing \vi~h its 
needs as they fall \Vi thin the scope of Their speciality. 
Thus, one l\laster, who has been so freely spoken 
of that it would be affectation to avoid using His 
nanw-thc Count St. Gern1ain-has been busy in 
Russia ever since the revolution broke out, trying 
to 1nitigatc its hideous development-with poor success 
hitherto, I thiuk Ile woulcl be first to ad1nit. It is a 
n1istakf' to ~up pose that I Ie has only attained th<"' \laster 
h:Yd in thi~ life. I h~..~lil've He has been on that level 
for :tg<':-; guw: by, but He has been taking partial 
Illcaruatiou ior tlw past few centuries. These have 
bet 11 ~raced h.1ck thruu~h the latest-Francis Bacon 

·tu \ ariou~ p<•r;-;oualiti('S di!Stinguish{'d during the 
:\liddk ~\gt•s. The Hlystcry is a little bvyond con1n10n 
<:olttprdlt'H~iou, but that series of liYes, though 
cvrtainly a continuous srrit•s, lll'\Tr ah:-;orbvd Inure 
than a part of the ~nat Spiritual \la;-,trr in thP
hackground. I am a:-.~ured that then~ Wets about 
a third of Hin1 in Fnu1cis Bacon-a very rrmguificent 
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incar11ation all the same. :Many l\1asters lvork in this 
way. Indeed, on a level a little below that of a :Master, 
the arrangement is practicable. And a Master, if He 
sees fit, can run, so to speak, more than one body at 
the same tirne. This makes the identification of any 
particular 1\Iaster on the physical plane a mattt-r of 
extreme difficulty. 

\Ye ought to understand this possibility more fully. 
1\Iasters will sometimes, for special reasons, take in
carnation on some very humble human level. I know 
of one deeply impressive case. To fulfil some purpose 
of the vVhite Lodge, a certain Master (not to be 
identified with any hitherto referred to in Theo
sophical literature) took birth as a slave in Rome 
during the Domitian period. It ultiinately came to 
pass that he was driven into the arena of the Coliseum 
in company with a crov•:d of Christians, to be de
voured by \vild beasts. Being what He was, He could, 
of course, have slipped out of His body as easily as 
any of us might take off a coat, and would not have 
been at all inconvenienced by leaving it a prey for the 
lions. But He saw that by staying on in it, and using 
His power as a :Master to pacify the agonized appre
hensions of the crowd around Him, He could save 
thenz. from the worst sufferings of the ordeal. So 
He remained, and (here we touch another n1ystery) 
by drawing into Himself the vibrations of fear from 
others, actually felt himself the intense pain of these 
vibrations. He allo\Yed Himself to be consciously 
killed by a lion. · 

This i~ not the only story of the kind I could quote, 
but it ought to be enough to sho\v the utter selflessness 
(" unsdfish" is an inadequate \vorcl) that is one of the 
~ublin1e attributes of the 1\Iaster condition. For me, 
I have always regarded the arena incident as con
stituting the· nwst wonderful lesson in occult ethics 
I have ever recch·ed. 
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The :Master K. H., to whom I especially belong, is 
pre-en1inently concerned \vith the spiritual progress of 
humanity. That is why \Ve find Him the lofty in
fluence peculiarly connected with the Theosophical 
Society. In Atlantean ages He was generally to be 
found exercising exalted priestly functions, \vhile 
His great "brother" :J\1. (specializing in Power) was 
generally at such times incarnated as a great King or 
Emperor. Another :J\Iaster-" H." will serve to 
identify Him-is, amongst other specialities, in charge 
of the movement known as Spiritualism. He has been 
in charge of it since its inception, and before, for it 
was deliberately planned by the Great White Lodge 
collectively to control the growing materialism of the 
nineteenth century. It was, as definitely as Theos
ophy, a \Vhite Lodge :Movement, of which Theosophy 
\vas planned to be ~he natural sequel. In view of this 
state of things, the mutual antagonism on this pl3;ne 
of Spiritualism and Theosophy is pitiably ludicrous. 
Spiritualists, refusing to believe in the :Masters and 
Their teachings, are fighting against their own illus
trious Chief. Theosophists, scoffing at Spiritualism, 
are insulting the wise policy of the \Vhite Lodge they 
profe~s to revere ! 

Again, it is foolish to oycrlook the splendid work 
in the world spiritualists have done in convincing 
rnillions that there is another plane of existence, 
another life after this; and it is marvellously foolish 
of spiritualists to spurn the gift of fuller knowledge 
concerning that plane and life offered the1n by 
Theosophy. 

Spiritualis1n should haYe been the natural highway 
leading to Theosophy, if the relation of the two had 
not been grievously 1nisinanaged on this plane in the 
hegin11ing. 

CertaiJt rnr1nbcrs of the Great \Yhite Lodge, ou a 
very high level, are concerned with the progrc3s of 
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the world in connection \vith science, literature, and 
art. The scientific " l\Iaster " (a higher designation 
\vould be more suitable) is the channel through 
\Vhom all new discovery and invention (of dignified 
kind) naturally flows. He inspires discovery at the 
appropriate times. In the whole Divine programme 
great blocks of natural knowledge are 1narked out for 
dissemination on the physical plane at definite 
periods. Discovery is never allowed to outrun these 
Divine limitations. It 1nay overtake them, for the 
:Master A. (let us call Him) does not use men of science 
as auto1nata or telephones. He watches the drift 
of their researches, may, indeed, prompt these, and 
then implants in some receptive mind a new idea 
along that line of investigation. That does not in 
the least detract from the merit of the incarnate 
discoverer. He could never have picked up the 
inspiration unless he had developed his Ego >capacity 
to the required degree of perfection. 

I know less about the way in which the artistic 
:\lasters work, and \vill not atte1npt to describe it. 

\Vhat I have written is but an imperfect sketch of 
the conceptions I have been able to form of the 
'\lasters and Their work, during the thirty-odd years 
I have been in touch with Them, never more closely 
than now. Dut at the best on this plane of con
sciousness we can only get a feeble grasp of some of 
the features of the \Vhite Lodge life. In its higher 
aspects the 1nere physical brain cannot deal with its 
conditions. 

If the only purpose that the :\Iastcrs had in view, 
when beginning to give some of us " instruction " in 
certain occult mysteriPs, had been our instruction, in 
the literal sense of the word, their method would 
undeniably have been open to criticism. They set us 
no le~sons to learn; they merely indicated a willing
nc;:s to answ~r questions if these did not seck in-
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formation of a kind They were .forbidden to dis
close. If we imagine that system adopted in physical 
plane schools a boy desirous of learning arithmetic 
would fare as follows: 11 \Vhat do you want to know?" 
the n1aster would ask. The boy, utterly ignorant of 
where to begin, might say, 11 I have seen a queer mark 
in arithmetic books. Looks like a V with a line at 
one end. What does it mean?" The master would 
say, 11 That is the sign of a square root, and it means 
the figure which multiplied by itself would give the 
figure you see." The boy might put away that piece 
of information for future use, but ignorant, so far, 
of multiplication, would not all at once be much 
WISer. 

\Vithout being a gross caricature of the facts that 
.is the way we-for in the beginning I worked with a 
friend who afterwards dropped out of the Theosophical 
movement-obtained the instruction that ulti
mately led to the production of Esoteric Buddhisnz. 
On the face of things, looking back, it really does 
seem absurd. \Vc felt that we \Vere in close touch 
with almost infinite wisdom and knowledge, and we 
plunged into sorne of the most enorn1ous problen1s 
of hu1nan evolution. 11 How did hu1nanity originate?" 
(\Ve got a clue to the existence of other ,,-orlds 
b(·si<lrs this.) 11 \Vhat other worlds ?" (\Yc got a 
clue to the planetary chain.) \Vc asked innun1erable 
questions about it. \Yt> wanted to know how to 
hccun11 ~ a :\laster. Got ,-<·ry little satisfaction along 
tiwt line of inquiry. So on, and so on. Really, look
in~ hack, I <UTI surprised I did not makv a wor:;c hash 
of the t(~aching than rny earliest book is responsible· 
for. \Yhy was all this thus ? 

Firstly, then· scen1s to be a scttlvd babit in tlw 
occult world ddiniug teaching as a n·sponse to 
inquiry. Our nwthod is so diiiereut, because for the 
mo::;t part instruction has to be rauuned into unwilling 
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pupils. There are no unwilling pupils in the occult 
world, and knowledge is most firmly i1nplanted \vhen 
it comes in response to a definite desire for know
kdge. 

Secondly, the purpose of the ~Tasters in making the 
great Theosophical experiment was not to put the 
world into possession of occult knowledge, but to 
train those vdw proved qualified by developing 
appropriate aspiration to becon1e like the :Masters 
1norally, as far as possible, so that they might ascend 
the path of spiritual progress. So1ne glimpses of the 
intellectual delights attending such progress might 
he held out-had to be held out, or the experiment 
was bound to fail. The l\1asters had a very delicate 
task to perform at first, in deciding how much 
knowledge to give out along the line of this idea; 
how resolutely to withhold kno\vledge that might 
be 1nisused. ~Iy 0\\'11 beloved Chief, who amongst 
other attributes is the embodied essence of hu1nan 
kindliness, has told 1ne how he used to sy1npathize 
\Vith n1y annoyance when He had to refuse to answer 
so1ne of my questions. The time came when the 
motive for such refusals \vas Inuch less operative. 
That change accounts for the way in which, during 
the last ten or fifteen years, I have been able to expand 
the original teaching (or what passed for it) enor
Inously, with the very curious result that a good 
n1any theosophical students poring over the earlier 
books, the Secret Doctrine especially, cling to the 
in1pn:ssions dC'rived fron1 those earlier books, and 
resent the idea of having thern enlarged or, perhaps, 
in sonw cases, corrected. 

It really did not Inatter at first whether people 
lind correct or incorr('ct notions about planetary 
chains, Inanvantaras, root races, and their periods; of 
den1cntal nature, or the condition of the world in 
earlier rounds. It was irnportant that they should 
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get son1cthing like a clear idea of the way in which 
the Divine Hierarchy-represented for us by our 
Elder Brethren, whon1 we no\v call the :Masters
brooded always over the world's welfare, and held 
out Their hands to all worthy aspirants eager, or 
capable of growing eager, to join that splendid 
fraternity. 

\Vhy did that first book, Esoteric Buddhisnz, start 
the Theosophical movement in the \Vestern \Yorld as, 
in effect, it did ? Because it Inadc people think of 
the :\lasters, and gave Thein an opportunity of 
thinking back, thus pouring an extre1nely important 
influence into the world. A deep occult truth under
lies that idea. No one gets direct personal notice 
or guidance fr.om the l\Iasters unless he looks up 
to Them consciously in search of it, in the first 
instance. He cannot do this unless he knows 
son1ething about them to guide his thoughts. The 
~arlicst book gave 1nultitudes a hint of Their ex
istence; made the readers think of the :Masters, how
ever vaguely. This gave then1 Their opportunity. 
They shed back influences upon those who thought of 
Then1. Few of us have, even now, 1nore than a very 
i1nperfect conception of thought as a power. The 
thoughts that flew back and forward a1nong readers 
uf the earlier books gave rise to the Theosophical 
Society. A long ti1nc elapsed before the Higher 
Powers felt sure that it would last. ~Iany people 
imagine that it was founded in 1875· Look back 
to the first volu1nc of Isis Unveiled (p. 12 of the 
Introduction), and reconsider that impression. It 
was not until nearly ten years later that the Society 
began to excite real interest in the \Vestcrn world, 
and nearly another ten years dapsed before it was 
so finnly rooted that the .:\lasters could regard it 
as an accomplished fact. In the interval between the 
early eighties and the early nineties it \Vent through 
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vicissitudes that almost killed it outright, but it 
survived them, and its life beca~ne assured. 

Then it lvas that restrictions, frightfully in 1ny 
way at first, faded away. Certainly the :Masters 
could not even then give out to the world at large 
what are called the secrets of initiation, but, as far 
as pure knowledge of natural law, the course of human 
evolution, the conditions of other worlds and their 
rrlations with our O\vn, the details of super-physical 
::;cheines in relation to rebirth, after-death experiences, 
progress on the Path, etc., etc., all these subjects 
\Vere thrown open to our inquiries, and the result has 
been the enormous expansion of our knowledge 
exhibited in writings some of us have been able to 
put forth during the last dozen years. 

A great deal of important teaching can1e through 
during the latter end of the critical period before the 
restrictions above referred to \Vere altogether S\vcpt 
away. The years from 1885 to about 1902 were 
rc1narkable years in connection with instruction 
fro In the :\lasters. The early London Lodge included 
during those years a good many earnest and qualified 
students, ainong them l\Ir. Leadbeater and :\Irs. 
Besant. .And I had the advantage of touch with my 
O\Yn :\laster through an appropriate channel. The 
long series of London Lodge Transactions which 
appeared during those years will be seen, by anyone 
who looks back, to be n1ilestones on the road leading 
to the state of theosophical knowledge at the end of 
the period they covered. All they contained has 
long since been absorbed into theosophical literature. 
Only for those who may care to trace the history of 
our teaching can they have an interest now. The 
new series of London Lodge Transactions, beginning in 
1913, are on a different footing. They have to do 
with later corrections and additions to the earlier 
teaching obtained in very recent years. 



Masters and their Methods of Instruction 159 

This light sketch of the history of our theosophical 
education will, perhaps, help to make some em
barrassnlents intelligible. Few students can be in 
constant touch with every fragment of theosophical 
information that finds its way into print, and though 
some of us are keenly interested in Occult Science
kno\vledge, that is to say, of super-physical ~ature 
and its Inarvellous machinery of law-that interest 
is by no means felt with the smne intensity by all. 
The :Masters, in my opinion, would be the last people 
to wish that it should be the 1nain object of pursuit 
for ITH'n1bers of the Society in general. 

And yet that cannot be attained without some 
appreciation of the great Divine scl~cn1c of which 
\ vc are a part . 

It is desirable that all should absorb as n1uch as 
they conveniently can of the magnificent Occult 
Science that explains our place in N aturc and the 
possibilities of our future growth. Broad, vague 
impressions on these subjects are, however, enough to 
give colour and Ineaning, so to speak, to efforts 
\Ve may all 1nake toward living up to the ethical 
teachings fr01n the Master level, the co1nprehensinn 
of which puts no strain on even the most hun1ble 
estimate we can fonn of our intcll(·ct ual capacity. 



EXPANDED THEOSOPHICAL 1{~0\VLEDGE 

l•~IRST I propose to deal with the great n1ystery of 
Consciousness, one which at the first glance scen1s the 
1nost unfathomable of any we have to study; then 
to set forth, in fuller detail than has hitherto been 
found possible, the actual present condition of human 
life on the planetary chain to which we belong, 
and thirdly, to show how our comprehension of the 
realm immediately in touch with the physical life, 
though just beyond its boundaries, the Astral world, 
has been developed to an extent that we never 
attempted to reach when Theosophical study thirty
five years ago \Vas 1nainly directed towards still v:ider 
horizons. 

1 .-THE NATURE OF CoNSCious~Ess 

Consciousness is recognized by all physiological 
students as a mystery they do not attempt to explain. 
\Ve can trace the activities of life back through the 
n1uscles and the nerves, back to the brain, but whence 
caine the original impulses in obedience to which the 
brain set the nerves to work on the muscles? That 
question is left aside as relating to a mystery beyond 
hu1nan understanding. ~or shall I attempt to clear 
up the mystery in the way we can sometimes accom
plish this when dealing with purely physical pheno
lnena; we n1ust be content to treat Consciousness as 
the funda1nental Divine Principle of all manifestation, 
but the illun1inating idea ·which I want to convey, 
is that Divine Consciousness, itself, is, in its nature, 
identical with any consciousness of which we can take 

IUO 
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cognizance; that in a word there is only one kind of 
( 'onsciousness in all creation-the Consciousness of 
( ;od, \Yorking through vehicles of varying capacity. 
Li1nited as we feel our own consciousness to be, it is 
i' 1 its nature identical with that of Infinite Divinity, 
a5 in the other direction with that of animal and even 
vq~etaole life. That which may be thought of as the 
efficient value of consciousness depends upon the 
vehicle in which it is working. \\1ithin the body of 
a sheep its li1nitations are narrow indeed, within 
that of an enlightened human being they seem 
vnonnously widened; but whether we go do\vn in 
thought far below the sheep level, or ascend in 
IJ1lagination far aboYe the human condition, \Ve shall 
filld that the vehicle of consciousncss in all cases 
(k t< 'rn1ines the extent to which consciousness itself 
can range over the infinitude of knowledge. 

\Yhen Danvin first started the evolutionary theory, 
so1ne of us were inclined to regard hi1n as having made 
the n1istake of concerning himself with vehicles alone, 
ignoring the concurrent evolution of intellectual and 
spiritual capacity. \Vithout, perhaps, fully realizing 
the n1agnitude of his own achievement, he was ein
bracing in his view of nature both the physical and 
:supl'r-physical processes of evolution. Although hy 
profound study the process can be comprehended ev<'D 
at the level of its obscure beginnings, the principle 
i:, bl'tter grasped if \Ve confine our attention to the 
deyclopnwnt of consciousness in the human bciug. 
1 ~y wlwt law is the gradual improvement of the 
vd1ick as tin1e goes on provided for? Putting thf~ 
answer in a brief phrase, susceptible of furtlll'r 
ckvdopnu·nt in detail, the law is that when consciou~
ncss within any given vehicle exerts itself to the 
utn10;:;t, or in other \Vords, n1akcs the best usc of the 
vehicle in which 1t finds it~df at any given timt•, 
the law-really a part of the great aggregation of 

I r 
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1~arn1ic laws-proceeds to invest that volume of 
consciousness, that Ego, ,,.i th a better vehicle for 
its next physical manifestation. 

I must here quote a line or two from Tennyson, 
whose poetry, as we grow to appreciate it, is saturated 
with occult knowledge. He writes in one fragment 
to be found in almost the last published volume of 
his works:-

The Lord let the house of a brute to the soul of a man; 
And man said, "Am I Your debtor?" 

The Lord-" Not yet; but make it as clean as you can, 
And then I will let you a better." 

In these compact lines we have the \vhole idea I 
want to convey suggested, if not elaborately expressed. 
" Make it as clean as you can " means, of course, 
n1ake the best use of it, and establish a Karmic claim 
un an in1proved house or vehicle. \N·e see the system 
working as \Ve study the principles of Reincarnation, 
\vorking, of course, like most processes in Nature in 
what seems at the first glance a lopsided fashion. 
The lover of music makes the best use of his musical 
f<(culties in the life when that desire first governs him, 
and, while perhaps neglecting other possibilities of 
improvement, he obtains in his next life a vehicle 
lwtter adapted to the expression of musical thought. 
So with any other line of human activity. The lover 
of physical science finds life after life his capacity 
for co1nprehending the laws of physical nature ever 
and eYer improving; the philanthropist, uncon
sciously to himself, is imbuing his permanent atoms 
with an ever-increasing eagerness to benefit his 
fellow-creatures. Do\vn to the minor developments 
uf intellectual capacity, the study of mathematics 
or philology, the same invariable principle may be 
discerned. No one can in one life clean all the 
rooms in his house-to follow Tennyson's metaphor; 
but by degrees all in turn will be found to have 
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claimed his attention, with the ultimate result that 
the Ego acquires a vehicle of consciousness perfected 
l1eyond the needs of commonplace life, and passes into 
the ranks of Those we know something of, the Masters 
of vVisdom. 

As. one burst of sunshine may illumine a landscape 
previously obscured by shadow, this simple idea 
seems to clear up whole realms of vague speculation 
concerning the processes we commonly refer to by 
the vague term " evolution." And by the light so 
shed on the whole subject, we begin to put a scientific 
face upon a vast range of cloudy speculation embodied 
::>ometimes in the phrase "The Immanence of God in 
:\ature." Imagination, of course, reaches out 
\yagucly towards the supreme problem: \Vhat is the 
aature of the vehicle within which Divine Conscious
ness works ? and in that direction, at present, at all 
(~vents, it is useless for us to aspire. But fully appre
ciated, the present interpretation of consciousness 
gives unity and meaning to the whole design of 
creation from mineral manifestation upward through 
organized life to infinitudes beyond. It will be found 
to harmonize with every great idea that Theosophical 
thought has been endeavouring to deal \vith. A com
pact phrase I have often been fond of quoting rests 
in its significance on the principle I have been en
deavouring to define: " \Vhatever is, is, has been, 
or will be, hu1nan." At the first glance the value of 
the phrase ::;rents to reside in the promise it holds forth 
tha·t all hutuan creatures Inay aspire in thinking of 
the po:-;sibilitics that await them towards absolute 
infinituoes of glorified existence; and it does that, 
but it puts, so to speak, a scientific face upon the 
tnagnificent prospect, and it fits in with every idea 
we have been taught to work with concerning the 
dependence of progress on individual exertion. No 
one is lifted to a loftier lcvd of being than that on 
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which he finds hin1self at any given moment, by any 
Power exterior to himself. Helped by suggestion I 
\.,. es, \Ye Inay all welcon1c such help as that; we can 
none of us dispense with it; but the suggestion must 
in all cases be a hint pointing to individual exertion. 
Actual progress in every case must be the product 
of individual will and effort, the effort to make the 
Inaxiinum use of life's opportunities; or, in other 
words, of the vehicle in which consciousness for the 
tiine being is working. 

Hardly any of the misty thoughts in which old
fashioned psychology indulged will remain clouded 
by vagueness \vhen the principle I am dealing with 
gives them definite shape. 

I will venture on a subtle illustration of this idea. 
Thinkers who rather resent than aspire to clearly 
defined knowledge concerning the spiritual aspect 
of their own nature, are often fond of treating Christ 
as a state of consciousness. " The awakening of 
the Christ within us," or some such vague inter
pretation of the idea, is held preferable to any specific 
knovdedge concerning the levels in the Divine 
Hierarchy at \vhich we find definitely in manifestation 
a Being from \vhom the Christ Principle actually 
emanates. Attached as many thinkers are to the 
cloudiness of mysticism, the recognition of such a 
specific Being seems to them to degrade the idea, 
and yet 'with the knowledge concerning the Divine 
Hierarchy that has been in Theosophical possession 
aln10st since the beginning, \Ve know that there is a 
specific Being at a certain level within the Divine 
Hierarchy of the Solar System, to \\·hom we raay 
definitely look up as the conscious source of all 
sviritual influence. This clear knowledge, far from 
degrading the aspiration in each individual Ego to 
con1prchcnd spirituality, is just as superior to the 
state of Inind with which the mystic is content, as the 
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landscape illuminated by sunshine is superior to the 
dim suggestion of partial obscurity. Undoubtedly in 
all researcl1 or teaching connected with spiritual truth 
mysteries still lie beyond any that are being by degrees 
cleared up-stretching beyond these to all Infinity; 
but the more our knowledge is expanded, the better 
we realize that cloudiness of thought, uncertainty 
as we gaze upward, vagueness of expression as V{e 

attempt to put aspiration into words, are merely due 
to want of further knowledge. As definite and 
precise as our knowledge has 110\V beconlC in reference 
to the simple phenomena of chemistry, so defined 
and precise to a higher understanding must the 
conditions of spiritual life ultimately becon1e, though 
to the ordinary human brain they must long remain 
incomprehensible. There is no inherent value in 
cloudiness of thought. That which we ought all to 
be aiming at in dealing \Vith any of the mysteries 
hitherto embraced by the vague term " occultism" 
is clearness and precision of understanding. The 
Truth, if \Ve could comprehend it, is as clear and 
precise as any of those simpler truths of nature within 
our grasp, and the task before us is not that of 
continuing to tr<'at spiritual research as s01ncthing 
too sacred to lw cran1pcd hy outline or fonn. There 
can bt• uo spiritual truth so exalted and for us at the 
rnom<'nt incomprciH'nsihlr, which does not h:-tvc as 
dear :m outliiH: and a:; defined a nwntal shape for 
(!11nscit•u . ..:.nf"~~ '\\'Orking in appropriatt• \'t~hiclt.•s as the 
:sirnpkr rdatimt.ship:-; (1f rnolt~cular physics already 
haYC for our::;ch ,.~. 

2 .-THE PL.\"'E.T.\RY CII.\IX 

Tlw fir=--t idt·a we had ahlut tlw progn·s;; of life on 
plalh't.tr~· chains wa~, lthlking- back upuu it, all we 
could lw expected to uudt'r:;tand at the first blu:-:h. 
It was a huge t:xpan;-;ion of the ele1nentary idea that 
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this world was the beginning of all things, and that 
its gradual creation could be traced in the familiar 
language of scripture. 

The very notion of planetary chains was an entirely 
new one vvhich had to be assimilated by degrees, and 
has needed in later years very elaborate explanation. 
The planetary chain that we belong to consists, 
as the early teaching showed, of seven globes, the first 
and last on the :Manasic level, two others belo\v these 
on the Astral level, three on the physical plane. \Ve 
jumped to the conclusion in the beginning that all 
planetary chains were alike, consisting of seven 
globes, and the idea has unhappily permeated 
Theosophical literature to that extent that it has 
tnisled many thinkers. It is really only the middle 
chain of a manvantaric series that consists of seven 
planets; in the previous l\1anvantara a chain had 
only five; in the one before it, only three; and in the 
one before that, only one. I will not stop to work 
out this idea in all its scientific beauty. A n1ere hint 
will be enough to show ho\v the \vhole series of 
l\Ianvantaras is a harmonious conception beginning 
with the Divine Thought-the first 1\Ianasic globe-
culminating in some supreme results that arc beyond 
our present comprehension in that far-away future 
\vhen the whole series will be cotnplete. But keeping 
our attention fixed for the moment on our present 
planetary chain of seven globes, the first idea we have 
to realize is that, when we were told in the beginning 
about the great life wayc S\Veeping on fro1n \\·orld 
to \vorld, and for the present occupying this earth, 
we wrre put in possession of a broad idea which is 
perfectly true, but \vhich requires elaboration. The 
nzain part of the hun1an family to which we belong 
does occupy this earth at the present time, but during 
the Yarious rounds of progress which have been going 
on for an aln1ost 1ncalculable past, the farnily has 



Expanded Theosophical Knowledge 167 

to a certain extent straggled ove,r the whole series of 
worlds constituting the Chain. At present we shall 
find it impossible to understand the conditions of 
life on the super-physical planets, and we may leave 
thern out of account for the moment; but on th(three 
physical, including l\1ars behind us and Mercury in 
advance of us, the human family is now distributed 
-part of it already established on Mercury, part left 
behind on :Mars. The explanation is simple. While 
the great majority s\vept forward to this earth, the 
laggard remnant not yet qualified for incarnation here 
remains on the planet lVIars, a superior vanguard 
already getting fonvard to the planet in advance. 
The retarded condition of the :Martian renlnant
counted, of course, by a fairly large nun1ber of 
rnillions-consists of those who have (reverting to my 
former explanation about consciousness) failed to 
rnake the exertions required for the acquisition of 
superior vehicles. 'There is no vehicle of human 
consciousness on this earth amongst even the lowest 
savages that is not definitely superior in son1e 
important ways to the vehicles of consciousness now 
inhabiting ~'lars. Strange to say, as often happens 
on the downward arc, sornc capacities are still active 
a1nongst them, which enable them to do things that 
we ourselves, in spite of our superior developrnent, 
are unable to accornplish. The :Martian pl~oplc can 
handle rnatter by arb that we, to a certain extent, have 
h>st, though the usc of such arts docs not n:prcsent 
~upvrior intelligence any nwre than a spider's capacity 
to 111akc a web that uo hurnan art could irnitate, 
rcprcs<'nts intellectual sup~'riority on the part of the 
spider. :Jiurally, the condition of the l\Iartian people 
is bdow any lcvt'l that we can easily conlprC'htnd. 
Their fonns arc to our n1urc cultivated taste gro
tesquely ug-ly, and th<'y practically exemplify a saying 
applied with h:ss appropriateness to son1e savage 
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r~Lces of our O\vn globe: " manners they have none, 
and their customs are beastly." The anin1al life 
on :Mars is at a low level, corresponding to that of the 
people. It is purely reptilian in its character, and the 
development of taste a1nongst the people may be 
itnagined from the fact that their food consists of the 
blood of the reptiles swarming in the vast inland 
lakes co1nmonly called canals, ·with which the habit
able portions of the planet are covered. 

Even amongst the :Martians the evolutionary la\Y 
which presses gradually on the multitude is slowly 
\YOrking. Son1c Egos-for already the l\Iartians n1ust 
be thought of as hu1nan-gradually establish claims 
on a better vehicle of consciousness than those around 
the1n, and then they become qualified for incar
nation on this earth, and arc brought over under the 
guidance of appropriate emissaries from the vYhite 
Lodge in batches sometin1es of fairly considerable 
number. I have heard of a recent case in which 
within the last year or two, a batch of about a 
hundred thousand :Martian Egos \\·ere i1nported into 
this world, finding incarnation, son1e of them, in the 
aborigines, as they are called, of Australia, so1ne in 
the lowest types of Central Africa, the best of them 
~tmongst the populations of Central Asia. 

The conditions on the other hand involving the 
prernaturc Inigration of Egos from ·this earth to 
::\Icrcury are curious and interesting when under
;-;tood, but at this step of the explanation it will be 
1nore convenient to stop and take a new departure 
having to do with the relations of the various planetnry 
;o;ystt.·m~ or chains of our Solnr System with oru.: 
clllotlll~r. 

Even in the first sketches of occult teaching, as 
;-,Oon as the notion of the planetary chain had been 
estahli=-hcd in the n1ind, it bcca1ne clear that Egos 
evolving around any given planetary chain, granting 
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free will to each, must work out. different destinies. 
Son1e Egos would advance more rapidly than others, 
so that at a fairly advanced stage in the whole process 
there would be immense intervals of conditions between 
those in the vanguard and those in the rear. Then 
it was explained that at a certain stage in the develop
ment of any given planetary chain some would have 
fallen so far back, as compared with their more 
persevering companions, that physical progress for 
the best would have advanced to a condition in which 
the worst would not be qualified to make use of the 
forn1s then in process of developn1ent. In other 
words, and in the rougher language of our first 
explanations, a period is inevitable in each planetary 
scheme when those who cannot advance farther 
drop off from the main current of evolution, only those 
who have n1ade better usc of their opportunities 
reaching on\vards towards the final possibilities of 
their existence. This period used to be spoken of as 
the critical period of the fifth Round, and for a long 
time no infonnation reached us as to \vhat would be 
the final destiny, in the case of our own planetary 
sche1ne, of those who would fall off fron1 evolution 
at that remote period far ahead of us, the II'liddh~ 

of th(' Round destined to succeed that with which 
we an· at present conct~rncd. 

Later information fill,•<.l up this gap in our know
ledge, and in ~o doing threw a flood of light upon the 
con~titution of the Solar Sy~tl'Ill as a whole. Ob,-iously 
the senior pl:tiJetary schculf', of which Yen us is tlw 
phy~ical world, has long siuce passed that critical 
pcriud, although for us it lies so far !:>till in the future . 
.. \lr('ady the courst~ of t'Yent:; n1ust haYt~ ckcid< ·d thl~ 
fHt<' of th<· failure~ of \"'enu:-; ~tt tht. criti<'allh''·ind, ~nul 
tht' <ti1::0:WlT given nw, \dwu I \Y:t~ < \ vut urdly l'Bahll ci 
to put the question, at o11cc :--ho\n·d hu\\ \arion::~ 

phuwtary chains of the Solar sy~tCill are IIOt to be 
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regarded as entirely independent undertakings. 
Thcy are linked together in an extremely intelligible 
fashion by the fact that the Egos \vho become the 
failures of one planetary scheme pass into the evolu
tion of the planetary scheme next in order of develop
tnent; so the simple anS\\·cr to the question, " \tVhere 
are the failures of the Venus scheme ? " is embodied 
in the one word, " Here !" Certainly, in my own 
experience, no one \vord ever before threw such 
light on vast regions of speculation. One saw the 
whole seven (or rather ten) planetary schemes, all 
forming part of one coherent design; one saw the 
reason why they were not all at this moment in 
similar stages of progress; one could look forward 
to the time when, for example, the planet Jupiter, 
now an incandescent mass of mineral matter, will 
become an inhabited home of future races, when 
those which inhabit our earth will no longer number 
atnong them any beings of a less exalted spiritual rank 
than those we now think of as the :Masters, and when 
the future Jupiter evolution \vill afford opportunities 
for a new beginning to those who may have dropped 
out of the evolutionary course designed in connection 
with later developments of this world! ' 

X ow we come back to the further details of the 
process. The Venus failures are here; more pre
cisrly, what does that mean ? In truth, although 
f:1ilurl':; frmn the present standpoint of Venus attain
ntcnt, they failed at a period in the evolution of 
th<:ir own race alrcarly far in advance of that reached 
by dw gr('at bulk of our own people. None of them 
could he content with such incarnations as are offered 
to humanity at prcsl'nt, even by the most civilized 
race5 inhabiting this world, or, at all events, no such 
offer:-; can be provided in anything rese1nbling adequate 
abundance. The problen1 as thus stated almost hints 
at jts own solution. I have already said that the 
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planet :\1ercury, belonging to our .chain, is actually 
the home of Egos constituting the vanguard of our 
hun1anity. For the moment I am leaving out of 
account those who, along the Path, attain sublime 
spiritual conditions which, for that matter, make thcn1 
free of all the planets of our chain. But :Mercury, 
inhabited by the very best, so to speak, of the human 
family, became a region in which the Venus failures 
could freely incarnate, and at the present moment 
" ::\1ercury " is the more precise form of the \vord 
" here," which impressed me so much when I first 
heard it used in this connection. 

And now let us realize more in detail the nature 
of the life of which ~Icrcury is the home. In many 
ways it is so far superior to the conditions we are 
familiar with here, that only by degrees can we form 
any conception of it. In some respects we are helped 
to do this by a book which, .at the first glance, has 
nothing whatever to do with scientific occultism
Buhver Lytton's delightful story, The Conzing Race. 
\Ve do not go far in occult study before con1ing into 
touch \vith the frequent occurrence of literary 
inspiration. :Masters taking an interest in that work, 
and finding sensitive authorship, will constantly 
inspire poetry and fiction, while others, inde(~d, are 
inspiring scientific thought; but that need not he 
tll'alt with at thi::s n1onwnt. The :\laster who inspired 
HuhnT Lytton with the ideas so prettily set forth in 
The Coming Race di<l not, so to speak, give Himself 
t~H~ trouhlt~ to inYent an iinaginary world of dignity 
and beauty; lie simply drew on His personal kno\Y
ll ·dge of the condition;:; actuaJly prevai1ing on the 
plaw:t :Jfcrcury- conditions ab~olutdy f:uuiliar, not 
nwrdy to the gn·at :\laster:-., hut to nw.uy of those of 
sontcwhat lv~S('f rank, who arc- already ablt', on the 
! ~uddhic plane, to roan1 tlw S~,.)lar S) :-itcnl at di~cretion. 
p,,rfcet hanuony prevail::; iu the ddightful :\Icrcurial 
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co1n1nunity; the Satanic influence which has filled 
this world with strife and confusion, whether we 
contemplate political, industrial, or international 
relationships, has never penetrated the peaceful regions 
of our beautiful sister planet. Intellectual advance
ment has far outstripped our own, and for 1nany 
thinkers amongst us speculating on the possibilities 
of future sociology, it will be interesting to know· 
that in reality on :Mercury, as in Bulwer Lytton's 
story, the fe1nalc half of humanity is distinctly, 
though in no inconvenient degree, superior to and pre
dolninant over the other half. It is difficult to make 
the statement in any form of words which does not 
convey at the first glance a misunderstanding, because 
the very words n1ale and fe1nale, as we use them here, 
have very differ~nt meanings on :Mercury, especially 
from the physiological point of view from those we 
attach to the \Vords in this less beautiful ,,·orld. 
And, again, when \Ve talk of superiority and pre
dominance, \Ve can hardly keep touch \Vith ideas 
that seem fron1 our experience incon1patible with 
those others-the ideas of perfect harn1ony and love. 
Really all these apparently conflicting principles 
are susceptible of co1nbination in a perfect chord like 
varying notes in music, and the whole subject tempts 
imagination. But for the 1noment I 1nust revert to 
the connection between ::\Iercury concJitions and the 
claims on nature of the Venus failures. 

In its later evolution, possibly in obedience to a 
law which n1ay govern other worlds, the people of 
Venus became Yery Inuch Inore advanced students of 
beauty-an1ong other things-than \Ve on this world 
can clain1 to be as yet. That drift of development 
was already operative with the whole race before the 
critical1wriod. So, as a n1atter of fact, Venus failures 
now on :\Iercury are enonnously in advance of the 
earthly population, as a whole, as regards the appre-
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ciation of beauty on a level only represented amongst 
us, if at all, by the greatc5t artists of our period. 
Parenthetically I Inay here just mention a bit of 
iufonnation that reached rue a long tirne ago, and 
scenlCd puzzling at the moment, concerning the 
peculiar Kanna which, in some cases, makes it 
possible for Earthly Egos to be prematurely trans
ferred to incarnations on ~Iercury (I am not talking 
about the inner round, which is a subject apart). 
It is just po:-;siblc for people appropriately qualified 
by their Kanna to be thus transferred. I must not 
stop to go into the numerous details of the subject, but 
one characteristic required by people unconsciously 
bccomi11g qualified for the transfer, is the artistic 
tc1nperanwnt. They must have some qualification 
for appropriatdy enjoying the heredity of l\Iercurial 
parents. 

This whole clepartrncnt of the subject is curiously 
fascinating. Of course, the word·" beauty" must not 
be used in any narro\v sense, but in one which includes 
th<' natural beauty of trees and flowers, the loveliness 
of colour in a landscape, the harn1ony of forn1 in a 
structure, as well as that beauty in the feminine 
<t::>pcct of hurnanity which is perhaps the variety of 
bt·auty we all think of first when we 1nake use of the 
word . 

• \::; above suggested, not quite all the Venus failurc5 
are already established on :\Iercury. Sonw, if not 
actually anwugst us yl·t, arc awaiting earthly incar
nation, due, no doubt, to their exact place on the 
scale of evolution, and arc n1eanwhile, frorn highl'r 
levels either on the Astral or :;\lanasic worlds, in
fluencing artistic thought, inspiring artistic achieve
ment actually in progress an1ongst us at the present 
tiine, and this has been going 011 OYt'r what we are 
in the habit of thinking of as long periods; short, 
of course, as Ineasurccl on the scale of natural cvolu-
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tion. The whole outburst of artistic capacity in 
Greece during that period the other day which 
we call " ancient " was due to the way in \Vhich 
Venus failures in our higher worlds discerned in that 
race great capacities for the reception of their in
fluence. Roughly speaking, all Greek art in sculpture 
rnay be regarded as having been a gift to us from the 
Venus imrnigrants, whom, from the Venus point of 
view, we must still speak of as failures. -

There is something eminently suggestive in the 
fact that a more highly evolved, more morally and 
intellectually perfect a race than our own, at its 
present stage, should also be identified with beauty 
for that n1atter, not merely in regard to capacity 
to appreciate it, but in actual manifestation. Looking 
back far to the rear of our own place in evolution, 
we always find early forms, more or less to our senses, 
ugly and repulsive. The forms, indeed, of the d~
graded remnants of the human family on Mars are 
sirnply hideous, as compared with the best examples 
an10ng us. The anirnal life there is uncouth and 
repulsive as compared with the animal life of this 
world. Doubtless there are exceptions that will leap 
into consciousness for everyone who thinks on the 
subject, but very broadly the la\v of nature appears 
to link the moral improvement of conscious beings 
with corresponding improvement in the beauty of form. 
\Vhen we understand the intricacies of Karma better 
than \Ve do at present, it may be possible to find out 
why men and women amongst us are sometimes 
conspicuous at the same time for beauty of form 
and atrociously defective character. But exceptions 
"·ithout, according to the stupid proverb, " proving 
the rule," are at all events compatible with its 
operation on a large scale. 

And one more suggestion in connection with this 
line of thought arises frmn definite infonnation about 
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the people on :Mercury. \Vithout going into inde
corous detail, it is enough to say that the birth of 
children is absolutely unattended with distress or· 
inconvenience for the mother. The whole business of 
race propagation is in point of fact so unlike our own, 
so infinitely more charming and attractive to the 
imagination, that incidentally it must mean differences 
in the physical conformation of men and women which 
may, at the first glance, seem to conflict with our 
present conceptions of perfect female beauty. And 
yet I am assured by one, at all events, in a position 
to forn1 an opinion, that, without for a moment 
denying the beauty of a perfect female form of our 
kind at present, the perfect Mercury woman, though 
very different, is the more beautifu.l of the two. The 
perception of beauty is a faculty that gro\VS and 
changes in its growth, and this thought reaches in 
both directions, so that when I have sometimes 
sought to ascertain why ~ature's early experiments 
in form have generally been uncouth and ugly, I 
have been told they were neither from the point of 
view of the lowly developed consciousness they were 
designed to express. 

3 .-THE AsTR~\L \YoRLD 

Any reference to the n·al conditions of astral life 
n1ust bring us first of all into touch \vith a situation 
-as lmnentablc as it is ludicrous-that has established 
an aln1ost iinpassablc chas1n between the vast body 
of super-phy~ical inquirers engaged with the n1ethods 
of spiritualis1n, and those who have appreciated what 
with all respect to the utlwr I cannot but describe 
as the infinitely n1ore i1nportant line of study identi
fied with the Theosophical n1ovcment. One might 
laboriously trace the way 111istakcs were made in the 
beginning, but as regards authentic t~'aching from the 
l\Iastcrs, on the strength of which the Theosophical 
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n1oven1ent was launched, the subject of astral life 
iinmediately following the death of the physical body 
was simply neglected. Somehow we were drifted in 
the beginning into concerning ourselves with the 
gigantic principles governing hun1an evolution on 
a large scale, and disregarded opportunities of under
standing our immediate future better than before, 
in a way which painfully reminds one of the old 
story about the star-gazer who fell into the ditch. 
The pity of it, looking back, is intense. The Theo
sophical move1nent ought to have been recruited 
wholesale from the ranks of the spiritualists. As 
things have turned out, it is only a few who can be 
drawn across the gulf dividing most of then1 from 
loftiet" work. 

But now, forgetting all this, let us turn to the 
accurate information which in later years some of us 
have been able to obtain fron1lofty sources of infornla
tion concerning that astral world which thirty or 
forty years ago the spiritualists understood better 
than the first \\Titers on Theosophy, but which now 
we are able to exatnine and interpret to an extent 
which puts the knowledge acquired by the ordinary 
n1ethods of spiritualism in the background alto
gether. 

To survey the astral world in its entirety and to 
cmnprehend its manifold varieties of condition, the 
survey 1nust be on an altogether higher level of 
consciousness than that of the normal inhabitants. 
'1 his idea, which is obvious as soon as stated, is ignored 
altogether by spiritualists of the si1npler type, who 
imagine that because their friend has passed to a 
ne\v state of existence he must know, not merely all 
about it, but all that relates to human destinies 
beyond his O\Vn condition. And many spiritualist;; 
will even accept negative testimony; a spirit who 
quite truly says that he cannot perceive any rein-



Expanded Theosophical Knowledge I 77 

carnations in progress is held by. his friend on this 
plane to have proved that no reincarnations take 
place; but in thus indicating the necessary imper
fection of the spiritualistic method as a means of 
acquiring knowledge, let me, before passing on to 
deal with the knowledge acquired in other ways, 
bear testimony to- the n1agnificent work that has 
been done in the world by spiritualism in its relations 
with religious thinking. The growth of materialistic 
belief in the middle of the last century was so powerful 
that, if entirely unchecked, it would probably have 
extinguished religious thinking altogether ... ··Spiritual
isnl, by proving that there was another life after this, 
and one \vith which we could get into touch, broke 
up the domination of the rnaterialistic school in a 
way which no theological influence could possibly 
have acc01nplished. 

{ ~01ning to detail, we find the number seven playing 
an i1nportant part in the astral economy, as in many 
other ways with which we are familiar. It is a great 
mistake to in1aginc that seven as a key number is one 
of any deep significance in the universe at large. 
It has a deep significance as regards our world, of 
which, after all, the astral plane is 1nerely a part-a 
part as definitely objective as so n1uch granite rock 
to appropriate sens<~s of perception. To those the 
granite rock would hardly 1nake an appeal. \Ve n1ust 
think of the a~tral world to begin with as consisting 
of a vast seri<':5 of concentric shells entirely surround
ing this Earth, the aggregate dimneter of which is 
enonnously greater than that of the physical globe. 
It is difficult to get measurc1nents in n1iles \Vhen 
dealing with the region of nature in ·which, for sorne 
purposes, distance is almost negligible, and yet, in 
truth, there arc deli.nitc Inagnitudes in connection with 
the various subdivisions of the astral world which 
n1ay actually be expressed in terms of our measure-

I2 
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Ul('nt. Enough for the motnent to realize that the 
height above the earth's surface to \vhich the loftier 
subdivisions of the astral world extend is to be 
thought of at lt.~ast in tens of thousands of mile~. 
Then, if we begin to attentpt a survey of the varied 
subdivisions, we have to recognize that the astntl 
plan(· interpenetrates the phy5ical body of the earth 
to a fairly considerable extent, and that the r(>gio11.::> 
thus submerged below the earth's surface are horrible 
in their characteristics, though definitely fulfilling a 
purpose in the Divine plan of human evolution. 
There arc two distinct concentric shells of astral 
n1atter sunk within the body of the earth. The 
lcm·cst of all is one with which hutnanity has scarcely 
a11ything to do, or ought not to have anything to do, 
though in the ghastly unprecedented conditions of 
Satanic disturbance that we are going through, in
fluences fro1n that lowest astral region have been 
brought to the surface for our profound di~cotnfort. 
Sub-plane ::\o. 1 ought to be concerned n1erely 
v>ith the gradual disintegration of elemental forn1s 
that played a part appropriately enough in the very 
earliest history of this planet, but the need foi· 
which has long since expired. Le,·el Ko. 2, immedi
ately belov,; the earth's surface, is the real Hell of 
actual :\ature, a condition of suffering for those v;ho 
drift thither that can hardly be exaggerated il' 
i1nagination. That such suffering, however, b 
destined to be curative in its character is a funda
n1ental idea to which, in investigating that region, we 
should always cling. It deals only with the tnost 
hideously degraded and atrociously criminal repre
sentatives of our hu1nanity. 

\\'"ithout for the mon1ent attetnpting to go into 
further detail in connection \Vith this ghastly depart
Incnt of the subject, \Ve still have to realize that \vhen 
we consider Sub-plane No. 3, that which is the first 
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above the surface of the physical. world, we are still 
in touch with a purgatorial reahn, the curative in
fluences of which are appropriate to evil-doers whose 
iniquity falls short of that which leads to the lower 
hell. Experiences on No. 3 may, nevertheless, be of 
a serious character. The misapprehension people 
arc so liable to fall into in connection with this 
purgatorial condition arises from a very common 
tendency to take too severe a view of our own short
coinings. People taught to consider the1nselvc5 
1niserablc sinners, merely because they arc leading a 
con1monplace physical life, are probably, in tnost 
cases, ::-o entirely innocent in reality that when free of 
the borfy they ,,·ill slip unconsciou~ly through the 
i)urgatorial region and wake up happily on some 
L·vcl of the fourth sub-plane. Again, the study of the 
purgatorial region is so intricate that imagination 
i.:; 1nisled if we dwell upon it elaborately before 
realizing the still greater and altogether beautiful in
tricacies of the higher sub-planes which, from the 
lower levels of the fourth right up to the highest, arr 
hardly tinged with any emotion in the nature ot 
:- uffcring. The intricacy and complication of th\ · 
\ ast fourth sub-plane will be readily cmnprdwndccL 
\Ylwn \YC think of it as the natural future hon1e of 
c·ntitie~ as 'arit~d a:-; the population of the earth, or, 
kaYing out of account the hun1bler n1ultitudes of 
unci ,-ilizccl cc nnmuniti<~s, the difference betwcC'n 
indiYidual Egos withiu thC' li1nits of a civilized 
country like our own an.· so cnonnous and elaborate 
that natural law ha:-., indeed, a delicate task in pro
\·iding all \Yith perf<·ctly ~uitable cnviron1nent in th\! 
n ~~tful period bctv;ren two physical livr~. Closr 
observation, to bt'gin with, divides the fourth ::.ub
planc into another ~t"pt<·nary series, but ~e,·<·n is kft 
far in the r('ar a~ a nuittlwr indicative of the nc<'d such 
life de,·dops for varii·ty. On quite the lower levels 
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of the fourth we find life carried on with such close 
resemblance to the conditions of physical life on this 
globe, that when we hear of houses, theatres, and 
amusements there, landscapes and lakes, and actual 
furniture in the houses, some of us start up indig
nantly with the idea of associ~ting such pheno1nena 
with a spiritual condition. -The spiritual life and 
fleshly life are, however, closely intermingled, not 
n1en~ly in the living hutnan body, but in the suprr
physical \vorlds, appropriate to human existence. 
There are people on the astral world free of all painful 
embarrassn1ents, but who have not climbed beyond 
the conception of happiness associated with physical 
enjoyment. To find these still available to the astral 
life their aspirations in that direction must, indeed, 
be a good deal refined, and we have always to re
nlember that the affections which play so i1nportant 
a part in our life even here are still more supren1e in 
their importance on all the happy levels of the astral 
world. Karma entangles incarnate life \Vith all kinds 
of associations, and though it 1nay permit us to enjoy 
some really congenial con1panionship it often forces 
upon us a good deal of the other kind. In the astral 
life, even on the fourth level, not to speak for the 
moment of loftier conditions, people arc never throv;n 
into companionship which is otherwise than congenial. 
This is one of the foretnost assurances \Ve gather from 
people speaking to us from the next world. Some
times they are still with friends they have known 
and cared for on the Earth-life, but in any case with 
people towards whon1 they feel entirely sytnpathetic. 

In attempting this sort of survey, the magnitude of 
the task is intimidating. \Ye have accumulated such 
a vast body of detailed inforn1ation concerning astral 
life, that, to use a favourite siinile, one cannot see 
the forest for the trees; but keeping for the moment 
to generalities, let me attempt to indicate the leading 
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characteristics of the vast fifth, sixth, and seventh 
sub-planes of the astral world. These must not be 
thought as definitely one superior to the other. 
Through the various minor subdivisions of the vast 
fourth sub-plane people do get actually promoted, 
as it were, from one to the other as their qualifications 
for enjoying the higher regions become developed; 
but once attaining the highest levels of the fourth, the 
other regions are reached, not so much by virtue of 
anything that can be thought of as promotion, but 
in accordance with what may much more accurately 
be described as individual taste. Roughly speaking, 
the fifth sub-plane is the region in which intellectual 
activity can most easily expand; the sixth is more 
devotional in its character, while the seventh is a 
region in which those Egos that have played an 
important public part in the Earth-life find thetnselves 
in congenial con1panionship, and \vithin reach of 
opportunities for developing their own qualifications 
as leaders of men in preparation for future incarna
tions along that line of activity. 

The idea just hinted at interprets the enormously 
significant fact that in various depart1nents of human 
distinction great Egos remain by preference on the 
higher levels of the as ttal world instead of passing on, 
as they conceivably Inight, to the still more elevated 
conditions of the ~Ianasic plane. Let us consider, 
for example, the choice to be 1nade by the great m1~11 of 
science a:; they pass on from physical life. Assutne, 
first, that they have no bad Karn1a to keep them 
for a \Vhile on K u. 3. They wakC' up on the hig-hest 
le\·els of the fourth in cornpany with congenial friends 
in their own line of devclopi11L'nt. They quickly 
learn that on the fifth, to which th<'y can pass on at 
will, splendid opportuniti<'=-> for carrying on the 
~cicntific researches to which they 1nay have been 
devoted lie within their reach. They see that to 
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take a forward leap to the :\Ianasic plane would break 
the continuity of their ·work-land them on levels of 
perception out of tune with the science they have been 
used to. It would carry then1 on to another line of 
dL:Yelopn1ent altogether. By keeping on the astral 
they acquire new knowledge in tune \vith that of 
their lives just spent. That will invest their Egos 
with expanded capacity. In the next life on Earth 
they \vill be able to carry on their work from the 
point at which they left it off last, and they see the 
plain path of duty before them. 

The san1c principle certainly applies to the case of 
the great poets of the past who are gathered togethr~r 
on the sixth sub-plane, though in other departments 
of artistic greatness complications may arise. But 
how about people who arc not especially distinguished? 
Have they any choice as regards astral and ::\-Ianasic 
destinies ? Serious confusion of thought arose among 
l'hcosophical students in the beginning by reason of 
the way in which vve happened to pick up some quite 
correct infonnation about the Devachanic state. 
That is a condition of blissful illusion on the lower 
levels of the ~Ianasic plane, appropriate to people 
innocent of wrong-doing, of affectionate nature, but 
Hot highly qualified intellectually, or in other \Vays, 
for active work or progress on the astral plane. The 
1ni;;take we 1nade at first was to suppose that the 
Dt \·achanic state was a goal to be aimed at by all. 
.As we haYc cmne to understand the life and oppor
tunities of the higher a~tral world, the 1nistake assun1es 
a ludicrous aspect. 

( )byiously the study of astral d(tails is an endless 
ta;;;k, and can only be carried out thoroughly when 
wr are in personal touch with the1n; but one idea 
not yet dealt with in this hurried survey can be under
::,tood now, and clain1s attention. Besides that which 
Inay lw broac~ly thought of as the stratification con-
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centrically of the astral world, it has vast divisions 
that n1ay be thought of as corresponding to the 
geographical divisions of this Earth. Over the great 
geographical areas of the Earth lie the astral regions 
appropriate to the people of the region below. Thus 
the astral regions over India and other parts of A~ia 
are quite different in n1any ways from the astral 
regions over European countries. This does not 
interfere with the fact that n1oven1ent from one part 
of the astral world to any other with the velocity 
of light is open to any one belonging to that world 
a.'ho knozt.•s, to start with, that he has the power of 
getting about in that way. In truth, that know
kdge only appertains to people who have been 
!;laking some progress during physical life in occult 
~tudy. The vast majority of perfectly con11nonplace 
peopk on th~ cmnfortable lower levels of the fourth 
:-;ub-plane never want to investigate, for exa1nple, 
the corresponding conditions of the Indian astral world. 
In a still n1ore emphatic extent the Indian on the 
:'~tral never thinks of its \Vestern aspect, unless he 
bdongs to the few who have travelled \Vest in life. 

Dov;;; the geographical idea adapted to astral 
(~onclitions cntharrass thought in any way? Are then~ 
l lank space:::, corrf'spondinf.; to the great oct·ans ? 
.\ ot at alL The t~C<>an spetct.•s allow of convvnir.nt 
, dju::~tnwnts. ( )ur 1 ~ritish <l:,trctl str~tclw:-; half across 
t lw • \tlautic, aud JHl doubt imping( ·s (though I do 
.~ot n ·In.~ ·1nlwr tn haY<' lw~~rd of thb a,., a fact) on th(' 
. \nh ricau a:o~tral, n<·ct·~~arily a very wiclt~ don win. 

For tho:-.(~ whn n·aliz~· tlH impurtanct·, as \Yr·ll a:-; thf' 
po~sihilitit·::; of getting ddinit<· and Yivid nh·ntal 
(~onccptiott:-. of :--up,·r-plty:-.ical '\":1tun', thi:-; ~<'ography 
(If t111' H"itral \\orld i-; ,.xtn·nwly siguific;Ult. Tt :tll 
lt1lp" 'lo l' :~kc tl11.: \\lwk cwnplicatvd n:ahn hantJOI'iuus 
. :"d r,· ... ttuJ for tlw ;.;n·;,t •.ntltituch-~. For all nf us 
tl~\ .. ,. 1 :1;.· P\ lt, un· lw :. ti:q, wlwlluatiunalitylwconH-s 
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1nerged in some higher attribute of exalted conscious· 
ness, but all progress is gradual. That is the fore· 
1nost principle to be discerned in studying astral life. 
Spiritualists all recognize it, as \Vell as those \vho 
derive super-physical kno\vledge in other ways. For 
a time people passing on are on the other side just 
what they were here. Especially, therefore, they 
are of the same nationality as here. If all the nations 
of the world were jumbled up together on the astral, 
that world would not, as it does, show us the laws 
and designs of Nature in perfect harmony and accord 
-in that symmetrical aspect \vhich appeals so power
fully to the intelligent observer. That is the peculiar 
charm of the later Theosophical teaching. It enables 
all who truly understand the Theosophical movement 
to feel that they are engaged not merely in stimulating 
spiritual aspiration, but in the magnificent task of 
creating a true spiritual science. 

4.-THE INFINITE FuTURE 

As I have endeavoured to show, in dealing with 
the phenomena of the astral plane, it is possible to 
obtain clearly defined knowledge in reference to some 
aspects of the super-physical future awaiting mankind. 
The immediately " next \vorld " may become so 
vividly foreseen during our stay in this one, that its 
importance to us may be appreciated in a way rarely 
attained under the influence of simple religious 
thought. That alone may give rise to a beautifully 
reverential en1otion in reference to the future life, but 
not to the same kind of absolute confidence engen
dered by specific knowledge. Take an in1aginary 
case-in illustration of \vhat I n1ean-fro1n the 
possible conditions of ordinary life. Suppose a young 
1nan entering some business or profession is told by 
some friend, " You might do better if you went to 
America." The young Inan does not deny this, but 
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still thinks he can do fairly well at home, so he does 
not dwell in thought on the friend's idea. Suppose 
he is offered a definite engagement or opportunity in 
America, and signs a contract to go there next year. 
\Viii he not become at once deeply interested in the 
conditions of residence in Arnerica ? He would read 
books about the country, talk eagerly with travellers 
who had been there; fit himself out with clothes and 
other things appropriate to the climate he would know 
to be that of his future honw. He would not neglect 
his current \vork, because he would know that his 
efficiency therein would have rnuch to do with his 
welfare in the new life; but he would look on the 
current work with an eye to the future, attending to 
it all the n1ore zealously so far as it trained his 
capacity, but with a sense of detachrnent that would 
make hin1 relatiYely indifferent to its immediate 
results. 

Will the little parable fit the case of those who 
are-and who are not ?-destined to migrate at no 
very distant future to the astral plane ? l\'lost people, 
it is true, have made no atte1npt to get infonnation 
in advance in reference to the conditions prevailing 
there, because they have not believt~d any infonnation 
on the subject to be trustworthy. The rnisty sug
gestions of religious doctrine left all details oh~cun~. 
Spirituali:-;In incurn·d discredit in various ways, and 
the i1nportance of it::; main revelation was i1uperfectly 
understood by the critical world at large; but now 
we haYt~ to deal with a fullt~r revelation conveyed to us 
by Tlwosophy. The history of the InO\"enlent since 
1 88o Cinbodics its credeutials. The vi:->ion of the 
future is clearing up in rnany din·ctions. That 
departin<:nt ·which includl~S life on the a.-;tral plane i.~ 

illuminated by a great wealth of knowledge. For all 
who appreciate this, that knowledge sheds light on 
the path they are actually treading through the 



1 86 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

current physical life, and with an expanded power 
of g~zing into futurity, we are already beginning to 
concern ourselves with problems of infinite futurity 
extending far beyond the range of astral experience 
and physical reincarnation. 

The feeling with v:hich ,;,·e do this is very unlike 
that which governs the investigation of astral con
ditions. The ulti1nate conditions of our humanity 
when the history of this world is complete are inter
esting only to thinkers who can deal in imagination 
with states of consciousness, so far transcending that 
of any one personal life, that they are content to 
lose touch \Vith the limitations which actually engender 
the feeling of individuality. And if, as we may, \Ve 
look beyond the limitations of the one world we 
see1n to lose sight of ourselves. Thus the contempla
tion of infinite futurity is not at the first glance at all 
events compatible \vith an interest in ourselves. But 
none the less does it dignify all thinking, even of the 
kind which does relate to ourselves. \Ve know that 
the continuity of our individual consciousness will 
never be broken. Plant us suddenly in the state 
we shall be in-say, ten Inillion years hence-and that 
would be so unlike our present state that we should 
not recognize ourselves. The leap would be equivalent 
to annihilation of our present selves. The gradual 
character of the change will preclude this unhappy 
result. So we reaJly may discuss the problems of 
infinitude with co1nposure without making the great 
n1istake of projecting our personal limitations into 
infinity. 

Campbell's poem-beautiful in son1e respects
'' The Last :\Ian " is a ludicrous illustration of this 
1nistake. " I sa\v the last of hu1nan mould, That 
shall Creation's death behold as Adam saw her prime." 
~o doubt " The Sun hinl~·elf 1nust die," but that will 
not happen till the Life of the Sun, including ours, 
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t5 transferred to another vehicle, and we know 
enough now to foresee the change. · \Ve know that 
our Sun is one of 1nany constituting a stupendous 
Cos1nos, of which the great star Sirius is the centre. 
\Ve can apply the rule, " as below; so above," even 
to this state of things. The planets of our solar 
::;ystem breed their humanities, \vhich attain per
fection, and pass into Divine Hierarchies. The 
aggregate hierarchies of each solar system in the 
Sirian Cos1nos must have corresponding destinies 
on a lofti<~r level. \Vith us, planet is linked with 
planet in accordance with a c01nprehensive scheme 
providing for the ultin1ate perfection of all. Beyond 
doubt the solar systems of the Cosmos must be 
linked together in a soinewhat similar way. And 
already we have learned something about their 
dr:Stinies, which shows these analagous to the idea 
underlying the succession of manvantaras in each 
planetary chain of our systen1. A sun which is in 
manifestation on the physical plane has in a former 
n1anvantara been a sun on a super-physical plane, 
and will again, in son1e 1nysterious upward arc of 
t.'Yolution, be on a super-physical plane. I avoid 
saying on the Astral or ·:Hanasic plane because these 
t, 'rill~ in reference to the Cosnws 1nust 1nean so1nething 
\~ery unlike their 1neaning in this oue solar sy~tem. 

All through thc::;e 1nighty change~ the continuity ot 
each indiYiclual con:;ciousne~s concerned with the1n 
will b\ 1uaintained. HoweV\'r o~;vrwhchning to th\~ 

n1iwl 1nay be the~ charact<'r of these colossal processt·~ 
of change, we can already conten1plate tlw1n \Yith opl'H
t'Yt~d achniration, as on a le~scr seal<~ Wt' nmy con
t~nlplatt~ the splendour of a n1ountaiu rangt.' bathed in 
tlw colours of tlw .-;un:>('t. Even n.ttural hl~auty and 
~rand<'ur of that onkr i~ uplifting in it~ dfvct on th,' 
1 'Jilotiuus. So with tlw mental iuflut~nce of att\'Inpt:-; 
td 1-)'ilZV in dt0u~ht at tlw iufinitudes uf :..piritual 
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development. By comparison our Humanity seems 
so small-if, indeed, we can think of it at all as the 
stupendous 1nagnificence of the Cosmos is partly 
revealed to us. In one sense, if we can forget it, 
so much the better. Truth lies in some paradoxical 
phrases about sublime results attained by the loss of 
what seems everything for the 1noment, but paradoxes 
may be misleading as well as suggestive. If only by 
our capacity to admire, we are identified \vith the 
glories of infinitude-the realm to which, attached 
to it by ties that can never be broken, we eternally 
hclong. 



THE PYRA:\IIDS AND STONEHENGE 

INDEPENDENTLY of knowledge concerning the spiritual 
growth of humanity, with which theosophy is specially 
eoncerned, a great deal of information that could not 
he obtained in any other way Inay so1netin1es be 
acquired by theosophical students in reference to the 
plain external history of the world around us. 
Literary research in such rnatters V<'ry soon reaches 
the limit of its tether. In dealing with the re1note 
past it is paralyzed for want of \Vritten records, and 
~tt the best can only supple1ncnt these by interpreting 
a few inscriptions on stone. \Vith their aid we are 
··nabled to reach back in the direction of what :\Ir. 
Satnuel Laing calls '' Hu1nan Origins '' son1e 5,ooo 
years before the Christian era., But evidences which 
nre not less certain than those of Egyptian hierogly
phics, shov; us that :\Ian existed on the earth at past 
periods which geology fails to esti1nate with exacti
tude, but \vhich C<'rtainly extend back rnillions of 
years. In this way \VC are confronted \vith a problern 
which, in its broadest aspects, only ad1nits of two 
alternative hypothese~. Either for thosr 1nillions of 
years n1aukind existed on the earth in a savage state, 
never rising abov<.~ the use of the barbarous stone 
implc1nents \VC find associated with his fossil remains, 
or he attained to early civilizations at ren1ote periods, 
the regular historical traces of which have been 
lost. 

Coin paring thc::)e two views, n1crt' reasoning on 
the basis of evidence that everyone is equally qualified 
to appreciate will go far to support a belief in pre

I8g 
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historic civilizations. In Egypt, the testimony of tht 
monuments and of papyrus records, already translated, 
carries us back to a period about 5 ,ooo years B.C' 

But at that time 've find ourselves just as much i11 
presence of Egyptian civilization as at that relatively 
Iuodern epoch of Egyptian grandeur, the Eighteentl. 
Dynasty. According to the ad1nirable Genna I. 
Egyptologist, Brugsch Bey, l\Ienes, the first king 
of the first dynasty 1nentioned by l\Ianetho, altered 
the course of the i\ile by con3tructing an enormous 
dyke, in order to facilitate the foundation of :\Ie1nphis. 
He was a law-giver, 1noreover, and is said to have 
greatly augmented the pomp and extravagance of 
the monarchy, thus shov.;ing himself at the sa1ne time 
not n1crely a civilized ruler, but one who had already 
contracted so1ne of the vices of civilization, a sure 
indication that he belonged to a declining rather than 
to a rising era of his country's progress. llut, in truth, 
p~oplc have got into the 'vay of thinking of hiin 
as if he were a primeval personage, merely becau::;e 
he begins :i\Ianetho's list of the kings in so far as that 
list has been preserved for us by the accident of its 
quotation by son1e classical '"'Titers. The original 
work of l\Ianetho vanished probably in the smoke of the 
Alexandrian library. It is known through other 
writers that !\lanetho spoke of Egyptian epochs long 
preyious to that of the thirty dynasties; and even if 
he had not done so, the situation faintly portrayed 
as prevailing in the tinlC of l\lenes is enough to show 
that it n1ust have been the growth of a social progress 
l'Xtending into the past for aln1ost immeasurable ages 
previously. Fifteen and not five millenniums B.c. 
lltust be taken into account-according to son1e of 
the modern Egyptologists now engaged in translating 
the papyri-if we wish to frame a picture in our o'vn 
rninds of the rise of Egyptian civilization. 

'1 urning now to another nwdern investigation, we 
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have to recognize that by degrees a. mass of testin10ny 
has accumulated on our hands in support of the 
classical legend concerning the lost continent of 
At1antis._ The Egyptain priests whom he visited gave 
a great deal of inforrnation on that subject to Plato's 
ancestor Solon. For a long time n1odern scholarship 
was inclined to treat the story as a fable, one hardly 
knows why, because the recognized course of change 
on the earth's crust n1akcs it certain that n1ost of vvhat 
is nO\\. dry land was one~ ocean bed, and 1•ice 'l!lwsa. 
There is au a priori probability, therefore, that son1e 
such continent as the " fabled '' .Atlantis must once 
have existed. And now there arc abundant evidences, 
ckrived fron1 the suryeys of the Atlantic bed within 
the last few years, to sho\v that the site assigned 
to Atlantis \Vas probably that of great land masses 
during soinc fonner configuration of the earth's surface. 
Furthermore, comparative archreology brings our 
identities between the pre-historic syntbolisnl aJH~ 

remains of :\Iexico and Central Atncrica on the ont' 
hand, and those of Egypt and Syria on the other. 
These point to a cotnn1ou origin which Atlantis would 
exactly supply. A per5evering explorer of :\Iexic• 1 

and \ ... ucatan, Dr. Lc Plongdm, has, to quote a rec('nt 
and \Try striking scrnp of <·,idencc, succ<·edcd in 
d~·ciplwring the chantct~·r in which nncivnt ~Iexican 
iuscriptiow~ <tn· written, and lw.;; t.Tvll translated a very 
old Inanu::.cript ~aved front the vandalis1n of CortC'7. 
and his attendaut Inonk;-;. Thi~ turns out to include 
a straightforward n·curd of tlw final catastroplu· 
which swallowed up th<' b.:ot rcnuwnt of Atlantis te·' 
nr twt'h·e thousand yutrs ag'O. 

Tlw question of Atlantis i:-~ imHH rbdy imJh>rtan~, 
and I am, for tlw prcs,nt. Incn·ly nJerring to tht: 
chain of reasoning by which it:-. actual existenc(' in 
for:..uer day::; is supportdl. "\ t LoruP.gh exmninatiou 
of the IHerely exutt·rie ('\ idt·i·.,~, un th~ ::-uLjt•ct would 
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be a large undertaking in itself, and I have another 
task before me for the moment. But all theosophical 
students, and even cursory readers of theosophical 
books, will be aware that the teaching concerning the 
origins of the human race that have been given to the 
world in connection with the inauguration of the 
theosophical movement, gear in with that belief in the 
former existence of the Atlantean continent \Vhich, 
as I have shown, is 1naking its way even in the outside 
world, which has nothing to do with theosophy. 
Hun1anity, according to all theosophical authorities, 
is evolved through a series of great root races, of 
which the Atlantean race was the predecessor of our 
own. I do not put forward the statement as in 
itself conclusive, because the whole character of 
thcosophic teaching-as far as its really qualified 
exponents arc concerned-is opposed to the principle 
of ex cathedra assertion. The regular method of 
instruction adopted by the :Masters of occult science 
is to show the student ho\v his O\Vn interior dormant 
faculties n1ay be awakened and brought to bear on 
the discovery of truth, whether it has to do with the 
planes of ~ aturc and consciousness superior to our 
O\vn, or with periods of the world's history long 
anterior to our own. Vntil the pupil is sufficiently 
advanced to have the power of applying his own 
direct perceptions to the questions he 1nay wish to 
investigate, he is almost discouraged fron1 takiug the 
statements of others, more advanced than himself, on 
trust. But, at the same tin1c, we 1nust steer a n1iddle 
course between the attitude of 1ncntal servility and the 
attitude of narrow-1ninded incredulity. For the 
reasonable theosophic student who has found sub
stantial ground for relying on the knowledge and 
botza fides of the occult :Masters, fro1n whom our 
current thcosophic teaching has been received, the 
staternents they make in reference to such matters 
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as the character and place in Nature of the Atlantean 
race will necessarily have very great weight. 

Indeed, I rnay go a step forward in explaining 
why sorne theosophic students at all events come 
to look upon facts concerning Atlantis, and the light 
that can be thrown by occult inquiry on the remote 
history of Egypt, as coming within the range of 
sornething nearer to them than the knowledge of 
their higher teachers. 

An instrument of research is placed in the hands 
of theosophic students sufficiently advanced to n1ake 
use of it, \Yhich actually brings a great deal of the 
ancient history of the earth within the reach of their 
direct perception. This is the faculty of actually 
seeing, with an inner sense adapted to the process, 
former states and conditions of any place or object 
with which the seer or clairvoyant may be in contact. 
l\Iany people of our day are so ill-informed concerning 
the most interesting developments of science in 
progress around us, as to disbelieve in clairvoyance 
fron1 A to Z. To those of us who know better, that 
is like disbelieving in the differential calculus-an 
attitude of mind si1nply absurd in presence of re
corded facts and experience. Clairvoyants may be 
one per 1nil, one in ten thousand if you like, of the 
population at large, but they are sufficiently nu1nerous 
to n1ake the rl'ality of their capacities as certain as 
the occasional capacity of the human 1nind to under
;-;tand the higher math<·Inatics. 

Clairvoyance has many varieties and ramifications, 
but that with \vhich I an1 concerned for the mo1nent 
has be~n called-rather clun1sily, perhaps, by n1odern 
writers dealing with it-psychonwtry. In its simplest 
Inanifcstation it is not very uncoinn10IL I have 1net 
rnany p~opk, besides tho::ie who haYe had a regular 
occult training, who are able, by fingering a letter, 
without looking at it or n'acling it-or perhap:) by 

13 
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putting it to their foreheads-to get in1prcssions 
concerning the person who has written it, extending 
sornetimes to an accurate delineation of his outv\·ard 
appearance and character. Now, this accomplish
ment depends upon facts of Nature that are enor
rnously important in their wider manifestations. 
Psych01nctrising letters bears to the law under which 
it becon1es possible much the same relation that the 
experin1ent of rubbing sealing-\\·ax so as to n1ake it 
attract little bits of paper bears to the whole science 
of electricity. There is a mediun1 in Nature in 
v:hich pictures, so to speak, of all that has eYer taken 
place on earth are indestructibly preserved for ever. 
This medium is spoken of in the occult literature of 
the East·as the Akasa. European medieval occultists 
rnean the same thing when they speak of the astral 
light. This astral light includes a record for those 
who can perceive and interpret it, that dwarfs to 
insignificance the value, for historical purposes, of all 
the writtcu docun1ents the world contains. 

Psychic faculties of a very adept-like order, 
educated, moreover, with scientific precision, and 
borne up on a highly spiritualized character, are 
required for the complete exploration of the astral 
light. Such faculties belong to the higher theosophic 
tvachcrs, and it is partly to their exercise that is 
due the knowledge concerning the ren1ote past of the 
,,·orld which they possess. I say "partly" because, 
in truth, the higher initiates of occultism possess 
written records that have been handed down to them 
hy a line of predecessors, but their own faculties 
(·nable them to yerify these at any tirnc. And, in 
truth, there arc stages of dcvclopnwnt v.·hich n1any 
of their pupils reach from which a great deal of 
historical-not to speak for the rnoment of other 
:-.orts of-information can be gathered from the 
astral light. This has sornetirncs been called the 
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Memory of Nature. All rnemory-even that of the 
most familiar kind-is in truth a reading in the astral 
light. But the faculties that have not been devel
oped by occult training are only capable of reading 
those records, at the making of which the person 
concerned has actually been present. Only with 
those have his astral senses been closely enough 
associated to make it possible for him to recover 
touch with them at will. The occultist whose astral 
senses are very much more delicate is able to follow 
other channels of association, other magnetic currents, 
to use the technical expression, and this hint gives 
us the clue to the con1prehension of the psych01netric 
faculty. -

Tangible objects, as well as the inner vehicles of 
hutnan consciousness, are connected by permanent 
1nagnetic currents with the astral records that have 
been originally established in their neigh hour hood. 
The trained occultist, by touching or handling such 
tangible objects, is enabled to get upon these currents, 
to put his own astral senses into the same relationship 
with the astral records to which such currents lead, as 
that which normally exists between his own astral 
self and bygone scencs of his O\Vll life that he has 
witnessed. Take the case of recollections any of us 
tnny entertain of sornt' distant place he may formerly 
han~ visited. Dl~sirous of reincinberiug it, he turns 
back his thoughts upon that page of his men10ry, and 
in a ct·rtaiu interior way 1nay bl' said to see agaiu tht· 
scoH· of which he thinks. The occultist in the santt• 
way lays his hand upon the stones of a building--· 
or it rnay be cn<Jugh for hin1 rnerely to cnnH· n<'ar 
thcrn~and he can follow the ntag-nt-tic thn·ad of 
connection which l<~ads back his cousciuu:-iiH s:-; to tht.• 
t~arly l'VCnts ·with which they wert; <bsociatvd. 

This is the \vay in which, for the occultist, the 
pyrarnids of Egypt may b<~ n1ade to tell their owu 
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story very much more fully than it is possible to trace 
this with the help of fragmentary inscriptions or 
documents accidentally surviving the destroying 
influence of time. The extent to which the psycho
Inetric faculty is trustworthy in the case of people 
below the level of adeptship is a question that can 
only be considered in reference to each case in turn; 
but, at all events, I have had the advantage of being 
assisted-in such attempts as I have made to pene
trate rather 1nore deeply than usual the mystery of 
Egyptian antiquities-by psychometric power of a very 
high order, and I have been enabled to check the 
inforn1ation I have thus received through the fuller 
knowledge possessed by those from whom the teaching 
put forward in various theosophic books from my 
hand has been derived. In this way I have been 
enabled to build up a conception of the early beginnings 
of Egyptian civilization which constitutes a coherent 
and intelligible sketch of the whole process, and 
synthesises in a very interesting manner a great deal 
of disjointed speculation concerning the evolution 
of the human race towards which arch~ological 

research of the ordinary kind has been groping its way. 
I will now put forward the story for the benefit 
of all who may be sufficiently in touch with occult 
methods of investigation to appreciate its pri1na facie 
claim to attention. 

Of course, the investigation of Egyptian beginnings 
brings us into relations with the Atlantean race. If 
we go back far enough in the history of mankind
if we go back a million years-we find ourselves in 
the midst of a period when there was next to nothing 
else in the nature of a population on the earth, except 
the Atlantean rac~-inhabiting many regions, as the 
earth was then configurated, besides those which 
formed part of the continent of Atlantis-just as. at 
the present day, to draw an illustration fron1 one 
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of the minor ethnological divisions of our own great 
race, the Caucasians inhabit many other regions of 
the earth besides. the Caucasus. But different rami
fications of the sa1ne root race may differ very widely 
from each other: and at a time when the nutin body 
of the .Atlantean race on- the continent of Atlantis 
had attained a very high degree of civilization and 
power, Egypt, amongst other countries, was in the 
occupation of a relatively primitive people, whom 
we need not think of as savage or barbarous in the 
worst sense of those words, but for whom the arts 
and customs of civilization were as yet a closed 
book. 

As far back as 8oo,ooo years ago the Atlantean 
continent, having all but fulfilled its destinies in the 
education of the human race, began to melt away. 
The process was inaugurated at the period just 
mentioned by a geological catastrophe, on a very 
stupendous scale; but that merely began, it did not 
accon1plish, what is known to occult history as the 
submergence of Atlantis. The continent held out 
against the destructive forces of Nature till about 
8o,ooo years ago, when some considerable portions 
surYiving till then finally disappeared, leaving only 
one big island-the Atlantis of classical tradition
which perished in a great natural convulsion about 
I I ,500 years ago, a c~ate originally derived from 
occult teaching, and approxi1natcly confinncd by 
Le Plong-con 's discoYeries, to which reference has 
alrcad~· bet•n 1nade. 

DuriHg the t'llOrniOus pPriod covcrrd by the gradual 
suhlnt·rgt·ncc of the great land massrs of the original 
contilh Itt, cxtt~n:-~iye 1nigrations to otlwr region::-; of 
th\' t lwn cxi~ting world were acco1nplishcd by 
dt•tadunvnt"' uf the Atlantcan people. The nwst 
spiritually enlightened and ad\·anced represeutatiYes 
of the race Wt'rc especially involved in these n1igra-
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tions. The destruction of Atlantis as a physical pro
cess was proceeding parri passu with the moral 
degradation of the people. The adepts of the race 
shrank away as much from the incurable degeneration 
of their countrymen as from the doomed continent 
whose fate they foresaw. It \Vas not in that decaying 
and corrupt civilization that their influence could any 
longer be exerted with advantage. They had to 
discover a younger and more vigorous human stock, 
on which to graft the spiritual impulse of which they 
were the custodians. 

At that period a large part of Europe, especially of 
eastern Europe, was an uninhabited swamp-scarcely 
upheaved from the ocean to which Atlantis was 
returning. But Egypt, though very different in its 
geography from the Egypt of the present day, was 
already inhabited land, as also were the countries 
bounding the Mediterranean on the east. Some
where about the middle of the enormous period 
assigned to the submergence of Atlantis, a good 
1nany of the Atlantean adepts, accon1panied by 
considerable numbers of their uninitiated contem
poraries, settled in these countries, as also by degrees, 
and later on, in the western regions of our present 
Europe, as well as in many parts of the eastern world. 
On ground which is now part of our own British 
Islands, though it had not at that time separated 
itself from the main continent, Atlantean adepts left 
traces of their presence, some of which survive to the 
current epoch. In Stonehenge we possess a memorial 
of the Atlantean dispersion, though that structure is 
of more recent date than the pyramids of Egypt. 

For a very long time the adept i1n1nigrants who 
settled in what is now Egypt did not attempt the 
education of the people in the arts of civilization. 
They simply resided in the country, and there, no 
doubt, brought forward individual pupils, and upheld 
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the higher spiritual knowledge . which, however ill 
qualified to assimilate it the bulk of mankind at any 
time may be, can never be allowed to die out alto
gether, even if its guardians, as they son1etimes may 
in the crises of human evolution, diminish to a few 
in number. \Vhat may have been the nature of the 
unseen spiritual influence they were bringing to bear 
all the while on the people amongst whom they lived, 
is a question that I need not attempt to deal with 
here. The race around them was gradually ripened 
for the teachings of a lofty civilization, and no doubt 
was largely augmented and elevated ethnologically 
hy the infusion of the immigrant blood, for, as I have 
said, large nUlnbers of Atlantean pe0ple, besides those 
who represented the adeptship of the period, accom
panied their spiritual leaders in their migrations, 
<Jnd Iningled their descendants with the original 
inhabitants of their new home. 

Thus, at last, a time came when the seed sown 
~unongst the1n germinated effectually. The adept~ 
began to teach and rule as well as to reside in Egypt. 
The vague traditions as to long lines of Divine Kings, 
who preceded those dynasties chronicled by :\lanctho, 
are no nwre fables of an infant humanity, as tht~ 
narrow-n1inded ignorance of materialistic critics in 
tlw nineteenth century too often supposes them. 
Tlw Divine Kings of Egypt were the early adept 
ndt·rs, and tht' goldvn age of Egyptian greatnl'SS W<tS 

that OYt'f which they pre;:o,ided, in rnillenniun1s far 
h.-.ck in a pa~t so r<.!lnotc that one ahnost hesitates to 
I taw lk the n·al figures, mnongst people of who1n 
otJ ly a few as :p·t can haYe bcco1ne coinplctcly 
t·maucipatl'd fr01n the 1nental fetter::;, as regards the 
durati<,n of the \Yorld's history, forged for rnodcrn 
EurOJH'an:-~ by the iinbccilc interpretation put by the 
theology of tht· \Iiddlt· Agt·s ou chronological state
Jill nb of the Bible. Iu folluwi11g back the history of 
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the earliest monuments of Egyptian civilization, by 
the help of those imperishable records still to be 
found, as vivid as ever, in the :Memory of Nature by 
those who know how to gain access to its boundless 
picture-gallery, we do not have to add at a venture 
a few extra millenniums to the conventional dates 
of modern Egyptologists, but to measure their 
ages on the scale of Atlantean histo~y. It was at a 
mid\vay period bet\veen the .first imrnigration of 
Atlantean adepts in Egypt, and the stage of the world's 
progress v;e have now reached, that the pyramids 
were really built, or, in other words, a little more than 
two hundred thousand years ago. Closely connected 
as they were in their origin and purpose with occult 
mysteries, it is impossible to obtain from initiated 
informants in the present day any very precise state
ment concerning the design which they subserved 
in the beginning. I have gathered a hint to the effect 
that, although no doubt from the begin!ling used as 
and designed to be temples or chambers of initiation 
-the great pyramid, for one, certainly containing other 
chambers besides the three that have been discovered 
--one purpose of the great pyramid was the protection 
of some tangible objects of great importance having 
to do with the occult mysteries. These were buried 
in the rock, it is said, and the pyramid was reared 
over them, its form and magnitude being adopted to 
render it safe frorn the hazards of earthquake, and 
even fron1 the consequences of submergence beneath 
the sea during the great secular undulations of the 
earth's surface. 

This brings rnc to one of the most remarkable 
facts about the pyramids, muong those which 1nodern 
research has neYer suspected. \Vithin the cnonnous 
period of their existence there has been time for more 
than one of those great changes in the configuration 
of the earth brought about by what some geologists, 
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at all events, recognize as a necessity of its constitu
tion. The alternative elevations 'and depressions of 
continents and ocean beds are due to a slow pulsation 
of the body of the earth, that may be likened, as 
regards the surface, to the undulations of a sea that 
has settled down in a condition of almost perfect 
calm, but is still gently heaving under the influence 
of an all but imperceptible swell. Probably there 
are cross currents in such undulations that may 
occasionally intensify, and occasionally minimize 
them; but, at cany rate, they cannot be excluded from 
any reasonable scientific hypothesis concerning the 
progress of geological growth, however far beyond 
the reach of our very brief historic records their la~t 
manifestations may be withdrawn. 

Occult information on the subject brings smne of 
them into vie,v, and since the erection of the earliest 
pyramids one such undulation-connected with that 
which had to do with the final submergence of the 
last bit of the old Atlantean Continent-depressed 
the region which is now the Lower Nile valley below 
the level of the sea which spread over the northern 
part of Africa-except for the high lands near the 
l\IeditC'rranean coast. The west coast was also dry 
land at the period in question, but the present desert 
of Sahara was a sea, an<i that sea spread over the whole 
country now fertilized by the Lower Nile, as the 
hug<' undulation dt.~pressed its level. 

'fhe country of the Upprr ~ile was not subnu~rge<i, 
and thither no doubt tht.~ population of Egypt, to a 
larg-t~ t xtt·nt, withdrew, although the subn1ergencc, 
I understand, was catacly5mic euough in its character 
to involve so1ne df'struction of life among those who 
clun~ longrst to the 1nrnaced rl'gion. At all evt.~nts, 
I ant told that there was a considerable 1nigration of 
the peopl<• to tlw east and wc·st, as well as to the 
south, and for a tinw -I do not know exactly for how 
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long, but for a short time compared with the general 
course of the undulations of the great rock-sheet of the 
t"'arth-the pyramids and the country round remained 
under water. Incidentally this \Vill suggest that the 
present course of the River Nile was not that which 
it followed before the natural convulsion in question. 
The course to-day differs, I am told, as a matter of 
fact, from that which it followed in the age of the 
great pyramid's construction as high up as Thebes. 
The temple of Karnac is an Egyptian monument of 
enormous antiquity, though not so old as the great 
pyramid, and it never shared the submergence of the 
pyramid; but as far as the course of the river was 
concerned, that was different from what it" is now, 
even as high up as Thebes, at the time of the erection 
of the temple of Karnac. 

The sea again receded from lower Egypt after an 
interval, the exact duration of which has not been 
given to me, and the pyramids were again left dry. 
Rapidly as compared with the geological changes in 
progress, it was doubtless repeopled, and again taken 
in charge by the adept kings. I am inclined to regard 
the period which now came on as the really golden 
age of Egyptian civilization. The decline did not 
set in till much later. But Fate held another shock 
in reserve for the ancient State. When the last island 
remnant of Atlantis was submerged with cataclysmic 
violence about I I ,500 years ago, an undulation of 
the oceans led to so1ne enormous inundations, and 
without again beco1ning the bed of a sea as on the 
former occasion, the land of Egypt was overwhelmed 
with an innnensc flood, which again dispersed it;-; 
people. I do not understand that this was on such 
a scale as again to submt'rge the pyramids, but, at any 
rate, the population was drowned or driven out of the 
surrounding country-for a time. \Vhen, in turn, 
this flood passed away and population spread ::~gain 
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·oyer the land, there began that downward moven1ent 
of spirituality and culture which, from the occultist's 
point of view, is the final brief period of the decadence 
of Egyptian civilization, though, for the modern 
Egyptologist, it includes the whole range of Egyptian 
history, behind which some inquirers begin to look 
out for the evidences of primitive man. 

Probably when the decadent period began, or 
was somewhat advanced, the tangible objects, what
ever they were, which the great pyramid was designed 
to cover, were removed to s01ne other country chosen 
as the headquarters of the world's adeptship. And 
though, as long as the ancient wisdom religion 
survived in Egypt to any considerable extent, the 
pyramids continued to fulfil their purpose as temples 
of initiation, by degrees, no doubt, the full knowledge 
concerning their uses in this respect faded out from 
among the people. On the face of things, it would 
only be by initiated adepts that chambers dedicated 
to secret ceremonies could be put to such uses, and 
\vith the fading out of the adept element in the popu
lation, due to its O\Vn 1noral deterioration, the old 
traditions would naturally be lost. This consideration 
will, mnongst others, abundantly account for the 
multiplication of pyrmnids in comparatively recent 
ag<'s, when, certainly, there was no thought on the part 
of the huildvrs of using then1 in connection with the 
introduction of neophytes to the n1ystcric:; of occult 
:-;cwnc('. ~\::-. lat<' as \\ithin the last few thousand 
yt·ars ~unw of tlH' pyran1ids aloug the Xilc valley have 
l H 't'n erected. \Vhill:, therefore, occult teaching 
( ntirdy discountruanct•s the conventional theory 
that th~ pyrmnids in all cases \verc put up to serve 
•lS the tmnh:; of monarchs, it opens tlw door to con
jl·ctun.·s alon~ that road as regards sonw of the latest 
<unong thetn. Frmu an antiquity with which the 
decadeut dyna~tit·:"> had probably lost touch, the 



204 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

example of the earlier pyramids as a fashion In 
architecture had obviously been handed down. 

Certainly the coffer of the great pyramid was neither 
a sarcophagus nor, as Piazzi Smyth conjectures, a 
standard measure of capacity, but a font in which 
certain baptisn1al ceremonies connected with initia
tions were carried out. It is possible, however, that 
in the later and degenerate period of Egyptian history 
-to which all the l\Ianetho dynasties belong-some of 
the kings, losing touch 'vith the ideas associated with 
the more ancient pyran1ids in the beginning, may 
have follo,ved the fashion of their architecture without 
knowing why it was originally designed, and may 
have put up pyramids to be their tombs. I under
stand definitely that this was the case, but the fact 
In no way militates against the explanations just 
given. 

The great pyramid has been assigned by most 
Egyptologists to a king of the fourth dynasty, 
generally known as Cheops, or more correctly, to 
students of hieroglyphics, as Khufu. Th,at monarch 
is supposed to have built it, and to have gone on 
adding to its size as long as he lived. As his reign 
was a long one, the enonnOJJS magnitude of the 
building-standing on a base the size of Lincoln's Inn 
Fields-is thus accounted for. l\1y own information 
is to the effect that Khufu simply restored some 
portions of the pyramid that had suffered injury, also, 
for reasons that I have not heard stated, closing up 
some of the chambers that were previously accessible. 
It is adrnitted by modern Egyptologists that the 
evidence ''·hich points to Khufu as the builder of the 
pyramid is meagre, although the original guess has 
been quoted so often now that most writers assume 
it to be somehow known as a fact. 

The Inanipulation of the enormous stones used in 
this edifice, as also, indeed, the construction of the 
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great pyramid itself, can only b~ explained by the 
application to these tasks of son1e knowledge con
cerning the forces of Nature which \Vas lost to man
kind during the decadence of Egyptian civilization 
and the barbarism of the :Middle Ages, and has not 
yet been recovered by modern science. This branch 
of the subject, however, may be conveniently re
viewed in connection. with some <>ther architectural 
bequests from the ages in whit:l1 the adepts dispersed 
from Atlantis were sti!l t,iking part in the external 
life of Egypt, and,/jndeed, of some other countries 
now forn1ing part of the European continent. In 
England itself" we have architectural remains con
nected \vith the ascendancy here at one time of 
.Atlantean adepts, the interpretation of which has 
been as 1nuch clouded by fantastic thcori~s as by the 
passage of the ages that have gone by since their 
erection. 

Stonehenge is a riddle that has perplexed specu
lation as profoundly in its \vay as the pyramids 
themselves. n.Iost archreologists have assumed that 
it was erected by the Druids of ancient Britain, \vho 
were already disappearing as a priestly caste at the 
tin1e of the RorDan invasion, although still carrying 
on secret and sanguinary rites to which sorne Ron1an 
historians have referred. This son1ewhat crude con
jecture, which offered no explanation of the rnethods 
by which an uncivilized race of people like those 
inhabiting the Britain that Julius C<esar conquered, 
could have handled the enormous 1nonolith~ of which 
Stonehenge consists, did not satisfy ::\Ir. James 
Fergusson, who has devoted so much painstaking 
research to the subject of the Rude Stone ..:.llonu
mtnts, dealt with in his interesting volu1ne bearing 
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that title. l\1r. Fergusson had a passion for dis
cerning a recent origin in all the remains of antiquity,. 
and, taking advantage of the obscurity that hangs 
over t\vo or three hundred years of English history, 
following on the abandonrnent of these islands by 
the Romans, he has developed an elaborate hypo
thesis, according to which Stonehenge was erected in 
the time of King Arthur, to celebrate one of the 
twelve great battles in which that hero is said to have 
ovt~rthrown the heathen. l\1r. Fergusson will have 
nothing to say to previous arguments that had 
assigned a religious purpose to the great relics on 
Salisbury Plain, and makes them out to have b:en 
nothing n1ore than stones set up to commemorate 
a victory. He could not by any intentional efforts 
to that end have supplied us with a more grotesque 
reductio ad absurdunt of that general view of the 
world which regards the civilization now around us 
as having grown up from an im1nediately preceding 
condition of primeval human infancy. One of the 
reasons for which l\Ir. Fergusson rejects the Druidical 
theory is derived from the impossibility of supposing 
that such a mere race of savages as the Romans found 
in Britain could have handled the stone masses of 
which the ruin in question consists; but he is content 
to pass lightly over this embarrassment in dealing 
with his own theory, on the assumption that after 
the Roman occupation the Britons would have 
picked up a good deal of engineering knowledge fron1 
their conquerors. The Ron1ans themselves would 
have been no better able than the Britons to manipu
late the rnaterials of Stonehenge. The " irnposts" 
or upper stones of the great trilithons are themselves 
about eleven tons each in weight, and the uprights 
thirty tons each. It is nonsense to talk of such 
rnasses as being moved about and set up in their 
places with great exactitude by builders simply em-



The Pyramids and Stonehenge 207 

ploying the strength of human muscles in the work. 
The mechanical resources of the present day would 
be heavily taxed to erect a second Stonehenge beside 
the first. Nor is the absurdity of such a hypothesis 
rueasured merely by the weight of the monoliths on 
Salisbury Plain. By Mr. Fergusson's own admissions 
we have to bring into our survey of the past the 
ren1ains of Stonehenge and Avebury, and also the 
innumerable " dolmens " that are found about these 
islands, and in larger numbers in France, Spain, and 
Scandinavia. It is no use to give an explanation 
that will fit in with facts in one case, if it fails to 
square with those of another. The dolmens have 
to be accounted for as well as the Arthurian battle 
memorials. And in the case of ::son1c among the 
dohnens the weights to be dealt with throw those 
of Stonehenge into the shade. Dolmens are simple 
structures, in which one mass of rock-the capstone 
-is hoisted up on three or rnore supports; and one 
measured in Cornwall, in the parish of Constantine, 
is computed to weigh 7 50 to us. Another in Pern
brokeshire is a great tabular slab, big enough for 
five people on horseback to take shelter beneath it. 
\Vhat were the uses to which these strange n1onu-
1nents were put? The Arthurian hypothesis leaves 
the Inatter as 1nuch in the dark as the Druidical 
theory at which ~Ir. Fergu~son takes offence. And 
the notion that the Briton;:; 1night have beconlC 
qualifi<•d to raise capstones weighing 750 tons, In<:rcly 
bt~caus<~ they had picked up so1ne engineering skill 
by watching the Ron1an road-znakcrs, is too childi~h 
to consider seriously. 

People who contend, with l\Ir. Ft::r~usson, that tlh: 
rude stone monurnents 1nust have be< ~u put up in 
the third and fourth c,•nturirs, becau::;<· we know 
tlwy have not been built :-.inc<', while they could not 
havr been erected by prinh·Yal savages, arc sin1ply--
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without setting out on that argument consciously
making smooth the path that conducts us back, in 
search of an explanation, to a civilization anterior to 
our own, the traces of which have all but evaporated 
fron1 the records from which, till lately, we have 
been constructing the history of the ancient world. 
Atlantis is the only rational clue to the comprehension 
of Stonehenge, just as it affords the only satisfactory 
solution of ancient Egypt. 

The information on the subject to be gathered from 
those to whom the Memory of Nature is an open 
book, shov.:s us the dispersed adepts from Atlantis 
as the founders in Western Europe of the religious rites 
that Stonehenge was designed to subserve. At a much 
later period than that which witnessed the Atlantean 
migration to Egypt, some representatives of the higher 
Atlantean occultism established themselves in the 
country which, in the subsequent changes of physical 
geography, was destined to become the British Isles. 
Their influence established a civilization among the 
people which did not prove of the strong and enduring 
character attaching to that planted in Egypt, but 
which, nevertheless, gave rise to considerable cities, 
all traces of which have now passed away. And 
Stonehenge was erected as a temple, in which the 
exoteric worship they taught to the people could be 
carried on. It was never covered with any roof. 
Its rude structure was purposely adopted by the exiles 
fron1 Atlantis as a mute protest against the corrupt 
luxury of the perishing civilization they had left 
behind. In Atlantis itself the human family had 
touched the nadir point of materiality. Great develop
ments of scientific knowledge had been turned entirely 
to the service of the physical life, and spiritual 
aspiration was entirely stifled in the pursuit of material 
welfare. Personal luxury, cultivated by those who 
were strong enough to secure it for themselves, was 
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the goal to which all the energies of· the race were bent. 
lVIany secrets of Nature, which the science of this fifth 
race has not yet recovered, were degraded to the 
exclusive service of physical enjoyment by the 
dominant classes-for an inferior, servile race also 
inhabited the country-and the spiritual adepts of 
the peri()d turned with disgust from a community 
which it was not in their power to redeem. They set 
themselves the task of implanting amongst a simpler 
and relatively barbarous population abroad, \vhose 
descendants were destined, in progress of time, to 
melt into the next great race, the spiritual enthusiasm 
that might, in their case, lead on to an ennobled 
future. So the external ceremonies of the religion 
they taught were carried on under their guidance with 
stern simplicity. They built their great temple, of 
unhewn ro~ks. They sought no architectural effects 
that would divert attention from Nature. They 
invested their great cathedral with no other claims 
to a,cl'miration but those depending on the massive 
grai!deur of its proportions. 

But how did they overcome the difficulty of man
ipulating the huge masses of stone, the mere super
position of which, one upon the other, seems to have 
demanded mechanical resources which we can hardly 
associate in imagination with any period but our 
own ? For that matter, in Atlantis itself it may be 
found, when fuller light is ultin1ately cast upon its 
history, that mechanical resources of a very advanced 
order were available for any work that needed them; 
but the builders of that age were not exclusively 
dependent on appliances of the kind we now make 
use of in handling large masses of n1aterial. In the 
1naturity of Atlantean civilization some forces of 
~ature, now only under the control of adepts in occult 
science, were in general usc. The adepts of the time 
were under no obligati)ll to keep the secret of their 
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existence jealously guarded; and among them was 
that power, so rarely exercised now that its very 
existence is scornfully derided by the commonplace 
crowd-the power of modifying the force we call 
gravity. 

It is rarely of use in public utterances in the present 
day, when current intelligence is engaged in channels 
far removed from those of occult attainment, to speak 
of adept powers that are wholly out of gear with 
modern experience of natural possibilities. But in 
reference to the peculiar power to which I have just 
referred, the truth is that the modification of the 
force of gravity, by methods human ingenuity may 
bring into play, can only seem absurd to people who 
are ignorant of certain suggestive facts already within 
the experience of scientific investigation and, at the 
same time, ·wilfully blind to the evidence of mysterious 
occurrences notoriously taking place, though alto
gether unexplained so far, in the realm of spiritualistic 
experience. Theosophists are, of course, very far 
from accepting the theories of spiritualism in regard 
to the destinies of the human soul after death; but 
the external facts, familiar to the investigators of 
spiritualism, are facts none the less which must be 
fitted into their places in any conceptions of Nature 
framed by intelligent reasoning. The foolish crowd 
ignore these, because impostors are constantly de
tected in imitating by trickery the comparatively 
rare phenomena \vhich, under the auspices of spiritual 
mediumship, illustrate the occasional activity of 
forces that set at defiance the very limited knowledge 
of natural secrets generally diffused amongst us at 
present. But the remark attributed to Galileo, 
e pur si 1nuove, is highly applicable in this case. In 
face of all that has been recorded by qualified 
spirituf}listic investigators-a body of testimony which 
is not affected in the smallest degree by exposures of 
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sham spiritualism in other cases-it is curiously illus
trative of the capacities of human stupidity, that 
people, fancying themselves clear-headed and 
sagacious, should continue to discredit the fact that, 
at spiritual seances, heavy objects are sometimes 
"levitated," caused, that is, to rise or even float 
about in the air under the influence of invisible agencies, 
or forces that have for the time being counteracted, 
as far as such objects are concerned, the usually 
operative force called gravity. 

But that which happens only now and then, no 
matter how rarely, must be traceable, if only we 
knew enough, to the operation of some law as natural 
as that under which steam expands. Nor is there 
anything in the essence of the matter more mysterious 
in the fact that solid objects are sometimes repelled 
from the earth-or levitated-than in the other fact 
that more usually they are attracted,-- No modern 
physicist has as yet any glimmering conception 
as to why or how gravity works,., We are no better 
informed at this moment than Newton as to why 
the apple falls. We can, to a certain extent, measure 
the force which controls it; we do not know what 
that force is. So with magnetism. There we have 
an agency we can observe in action both ways
as an attractive and as a repulsive force. Stimulate 
an electro-tnagnet in one \vay and it will attract iron; 
stimulate it in another way and it will repel copper, 
so that a tnass of that tnetal tnay be visibly levitated 
and kept floating on nothing, apparently, at some 
height above the apparatus repelling it. Electricians 
observe and can reproduce the fact; they do not 
understand it. The levitation of tables and human 
beings at spiritual seances can only be observed 
occasionally and cannot be reproduced at will-not 
by ordinary observers, at all events-but the fact has 
to be faced by reasonable tnen, and brought into 
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relation with our general thinking; It is stupid to 
attempt an escape from the diffictilty of not under
standing it by declaring, in spite of the evidence, 
that the fact is not a fact. · 

\Vhen, therefore, theosophists learn from those 
among them in a position to become acquainted with 
the powers exercised by the adepts of occult science, 
that such persons can in the present day, as of old, 
modify the action of the force \Ve call gravity, so as to 
levitate ordinarily heavy objects like masses of stone, 
there ought not to be any indignant revolt of the 
understanding against such a statement. As yet it is 
impossible to offer the ordinary reader direct evidence 
to that effect of a kind that is calculated to compel 
his belief. But the general situation, as I have 
shown, is such that any positive declaration of disbelief 
in the allegation can only be due to ignorance or 
stupidity. Therefore, we who have \vhat we hold 
to be trustworthy information on the matter may at 
least put it forward, very careless of scoffing, \vhich, 
in view of collateral knowledge no\v available, stands 
self-condemned as irrational. The adept custodians 
of that knowledge, concerning the mysteries of Nature, 
which is filtering into the \vorld at large by degrees 
as science advances, can and always have been able 
to control the attractions of matter in such a 'vay 
as to alter the effective weight of heavy bodies at \viii. 
That is the whole explanation of the marvels of 
megalithic architecture.· \Vorking under the guidance 
and with the help of the adepts fron1 Atlantis, the 
builders of Stonehenge, and of the ancient " dolmen " 
altars found the enormous masses of stone they used 
light enough to be handled with facility. Clairvoyant 
observers of Stonehenge have seen the process of its 
construction going on. The pictures of its progress 
are all indelibly imprinted on the :\Ie1nory of Xature: 
they are visible now, as plainly as the actual trans-
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actions were visible for those who were present. 
And the vision shows us the enormous masses of the 
trilithons being raised to their places with the help 
of scaffoldings, no n1ore substantial in their character 
than would be used to day in the erection of a brick 
cottage. 

Of course, although I did not interrupt my narrative 
of the origin of the pyramids to say so, the great 
stones of which they are composed were treated in the 
same way as the materials of Stonehenge. The adepts 
who directed their construction facilitated the process 
by the partial levitation of the stones used. This is 
the sirnple, though in one way no doubt deeply 
mysterious, explanation of the old-\vorld monuments 
in which enormous masses of stone are employed. 
At the ternple of Baalbec, in Syria, there are single 
stones built into the walls, each of which is calculated 
to weigh about 1 ,soo tons. Preferring an explanation 
of such remains which only seems reasonable because 
it makes no appeal to forces and powers with which 
we are unacquainted, archreologists have hitherto 
been content to assume that, with an unlirnited 
command of human labour, the builders of such 
ternples as that of Baalbec may have been able to 
get their great stones dragged along causeways on 
rollers, and may son1ehow have hoisted then1 up 
into their places with the help of inclined planes. 
Such hypotheses make larger drafts upon crcdulity 
really than those involved in the occult statement. 
They call upon us to believe that which is physically 
impossible; but the irnpossibility is acceptable 
because it is disguised in comrnonplace phraseology 
Stonehenge and Baalbcc rcally stand before us 
imperishable proofs that, in the a~c of their construe .. 
tion, wlwneYer that rnay have bel·n, the world was 
witness of an enginccriug which did not accon1plish its 
triurnphs by brute strength, but by the application 
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of a finer knowledge than even modern engineering 
has as yet recovered. 

I have said that it was at a much later period than 
that at which the Atlantean adepts, who first left the 
perishing continent, took up their residence in Egypt, 
that those who settled in Western Europe set on foot 
the grand and simple spiritual worship which Stone
henge in the first instance was employed to subserve. 
It was at a much later period even than that at which 
the pyran1ids were erected. I do not know whether 
there was any long residence by Atlantean adepts 
in "",.estern Europe prior to the introduction of their 
teaching among the people. Probably there was, but, 
at all events, it was near the final culmination of the 
great Atlantean continent's submergence, about 
zoo,ooo years ago from the present time, that the 
grey stones still standing on Salisbury Plain were 
first established in their places. Among the facts 
concerning them, which supporters of Fergusson's 
grotesque theory have to pass over very lightly, is 
one \vhich relates to the geological character of the 
stones used. The outer circle and the stones of the 
great trilithons are of a composition that suggest 
their derivation from quarries in the neighbourhood. 
But the inner circle and the altar stone are of a 
totally different formation, of a kind which cannot be 
identified with any rockbeds in that part of England. 
Such stone is to be found in Cornwall, in Wales, and 
in Ireland, but nO\\'here nearer. So from one of these 
regions the materials of the inner circle must certainly 
have been brought. Reasoning of the kind that is 
never shocked by an absurdity, but is only offended 
by the suggestion that modern knowledge does not 
embrace all the capacities of Nature, is content com
placently to suppose that the Stonehenge builders 
brought the massive materials in question across 
znany hundred miles of primeval forest-covered 
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country, or, by sea-all for the sake of a battle 
memorial on Salisbury Plain-.-when abundant stone, 
just as good and durable, was to be had in the neigh
bourhood. The nature of the Stonehenge materials 
would be alone enough to make the Arthurian theory 
ridiculous, even if it would bear consideration along 
other lines of attack. For the purposes of a mystic 
temple, however, everyone who has a glimmering of 
occult knowledge will apprehend that there may have 
been considerations connected with those subtle 
attributes of different kinds of stone, which occultists 
generally call their magnetism, that wou~ prescribe 
the employment of more than one kind. 

The worship of the early Druids, to give that name 
to the occult teachers who made Stonehenge their 
headquarters, was grandiose and simple. There were 
processions and chaunts and symbolical ceremonies 
associated with astronomical events, especially with 
the rising of the sun on Midsummer Day, when great 
crowds of people assembled to witness the sun's rays, 
at the moment of his rising, shoot through an opening 
opposite to the altar, and illuminate the sacred stone. 
There were no unholy sacrifices offered on the altar 
in those days, and the only external ceremony of a 
sacrificial nature that took place had to do with a 
libation of Inilk that was poured over the stone. In 
accordance with the elaborate syn1bolism of early 
occult rites, a great deal of in1portance was attached 
to the serpent as an emblem of multifarious signi
ficance, and as the adept Druids could easily control 
these creatures, an actual living serpent was 1nadc 
to glide up into the altar stone at the sunrise cer, ·Jnony, 
and lap the Inilk. There is some truth, but Inuch 
Inore misconception, in prevailing notions concerning 
what is called the " Serpent \Vorship "of olden times. 
The failure of Inodcrn students of religion to dis
cri1uinate bet \\"t:eu wor:ship and the use of syn1bols 
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has had to do with graver misconceptions even than 
those which have entangled the commonplace inter
pretations of serpent \\'Orship. 

The chief Druid of the Stonehenge ceremonies in the 
days of the pure \~:orship in the beginning used to march 
in some of the processions with a live serpent round his 
neck. Later on, when the adept influence was no 
longer present-many millenniums later-the degraded 
chiefs of the Druid decadence used to keep up the old 
tradition in so far as it lay in them to do so, but for 
prudential reasons wore a dead serpent-a more fitting 
emblem than they supposed of the state of the faith 
they represented. Lower and lower its practices 
became debased, until the once sacred altar stone was 
deluged no longer with milk, but with the blood of 
human victims, and this was the only sort of Druid 
worship of which, through Roman historians, we 
have any written records. How did it happen that 
so terrible a change came on? The age apparently, 
as far as ancient Britain was concerned, was not 
sufficiently advanced to provide the earlier adepts 
with a continuous line of successors. Eventually, 
it is to be presumed, one by one, no doubt, the earlier 
adepts ceased to incarnate among the people they 
could not lead on to the path of true spiritual progress. 
In Egypt the graft they planted took a firm hold of 
the stock to which it was attached. In Britain .it 
did not, and thus, while Egypt remained to a com
paratively recent period a land of high civilization, 
and one of the principal centres of fj.fth-race adeptship, 
Britain relapsed back into barbarism. Up to only 
a fe\v thousand years before the Roman conquest it 
remained still faintly tinged with th~ remote tradi
tions of its vat1ishing civilization, then it sank to its 
lowest condition of decay before the commencement 
of its modern cycle of progress within the historic 
period. 
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This sweeping survey of a past that '\\ill be more 
fully recalled, no doubt, in progress of time, as the 
world learns better to appreciate the inner faculties 
of man, slight and sketchy though it be, has only 
been rendered possible by much patient gleaning on 
my part, opportunities being made use of as they 
arose. It is possible at a later date that I may be 
able to fill up some details, but I hope the imperfect 
suggestions of this essay n1ay mean\vhile be accepted 
as contributing in some measure to show how im
peratively necessary it is to bring the Atlantean origin 
of all civilizations belonging to our age into the 
scheme of our thinking, if \Ve are to hope for anything 
resembling a correct interpretation of the ancient 
world. 



THEOSOPHICAL TEACHINGS LIABLE TO BE 
IVIISUNDERSTOOD 

IN the beginning of our theosophical studies we had 
to be content with very crude conceptions concerning 
the great ideas to which we were then introduced. 
It was not possible for those who were endeavouring 
to teach us to convey to us, all at once, a compre
hension of those higher planes of nature some under
standing of which is absolutely necessary to a correct 
appreciation of even some fundamental principles 
that we have to deal with. Indeed, that embarrass
ment has, it seems to me, impeded all attempts at 
metaphysical thought that have antedated the 
theosophicaJ movement. Intensely keen intellectual 
activity has been devoted to the effort to penetrate 
"the Veil of Isis," to outstrip the range of the physical 
senses, to determine the nature of matter, and to 
analyze processes of thought. But it has all 
amounted to very little as compared with the flood of 
significant teaching that we have been able to obtain 
during the theosophical period. With the help of this, 
by degrees, it has come to pass that, in spite of the 
enormous difficulty of grappling in imagination with 
conditions of consciousness outside those with which 
we are familiar, we have gradually been able to 
surround son1e of the earlier teaching with illumina
tion which invests it with fuller meaning than we could 
attach to it at first. \Ve have thus come to realize 
that some of our earlier conceptions, though not 
erroneous-indeed, no teaching that I have had to do 
with, as given to us in the beginning, need at this 
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later date be withdrawn as erroneous-were incom
plete to that extent that they have given rise to 
misunderstandings; and the attempt to clear up 
some of those misunderstandings is the task on which 
I am now venturing to enter. 

Foremost amongst theosophical teachings liable 
to be misunderstood-for want of adequate compre
hension concerning conditions of life hereafter and 
on higher planes-stands that fundamental idea, 
Reincarnation, the great law \vhich from the earliest 
beginnings of theosophical study we have realized 
as an essential principle of evolution. Not only among 
theosophists has the idea been appreciated. It is even 
:!lurprising, considering how much there is in the idea 
to excite repugnance on the part of people who do 
not understand it properly, thnt it has made way 
to the extent that we have seen, gradually conquering 
acceptance more widely than theosophical teaching 
does this generally. It has frequently been defended 
in pulpits as not incompatible with ordinary religious 
teaching; it has been accepted by people quite outside 
the range of theosophical influence, as the only pos
sible explanation of what see1ns the terrible injustice 
reigning in the world-the 1nysterious inequalities of 
condition that we see around us, the differences uot 
tnercly of welfare, but of moral and intellectual 
develop1nent, of envirmunent, and so forth, which 
render hunwn life so painfully variegated. But 
theoretical acceptance of the idea has not always 
rendered it \vclcome to people who want to realize 
precisely how the law \viii work when they con1c to be 
reincarnated, who are troubled with anxieties in that 
way that render the whole concL~ption l'XCL'l'dingly 
repulsive. They persist in thiuking of tlzemsdves as 
plunged afresh into babyhood, as corning back with 
the consciousness they are now iuvested \Vith, to be 
again subject to the appalling liinitatious of the infant 
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condition. They think of themselves as fretting 
against the limitations of the baby state, wearily 
enduring their slow progress towards maturity. \Ve 
have to get rid of all such ideas absolutely and entirely 
before we understand lvhat reincarnation means, 
and the first difficulty in the way of getting rid of 
them, has to do with the distinction bet\veen the 
personality of any given life and the Ego of which 
that personality is a temporary expression. 

As \Ve approach an understanding of this distinction 
a new difficulty is apt to spring up. \Vhen told that 
the personality of any given life is going to be merged 
in the Ego-as \Ve are definitely assured \\>ill be the 
case as a rule-to the extent that the details of the 
last life will fade by degrees from memory, that seems 
to imply something resembling the annihilation of 
personal consciousness, the only kind which seems 
real, as contemplated from the physical plane point 
of view. The same comfortless thought surrounds 
a mistaken conception that has sometimes been put 
forward in regard to the ultimate destinies of humanity 
at the conclusion of the Manvantara, the alleged 
re-absorption in that Divinity out of which in the 
beginning humanity emerged. Of course, if per
sonalities even remotely resembling what they are 
now were absorbed into Divinity, as a drop of water 
is absorbed in the ocean, that would be equivalent to 
annihilation, and mergence in the Ego when the 
personality is passing on from this life to another 
seems, again, a species of annihilation, for most 
people unable to escape, in imagination, from the 
conditions of the current personality. 

Now \vhat we have to remember, first of all, in 
order to get rid of that misconception, is that pro
tracted and vivid conditions of life intervene between 
the disappearance from this plane of any given 
personality and the next presentation of the Ego 
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on the physical plane in accordance with the law of 
rebirth. A very long interval elapses before the 
personality with which we are associated in any 
given life has accomplished its mergence in the Ego. 
I have dealt to some extent with that subject on 
former occasions, but it requires continued attention. 
Remember that, first of all, we have a considerably 
protracted experience, which may extend to enormous 
length sometimes-of life in which the personality 
is maintained in full completeness on the higher levels 
of the astral plane. In a large number of cases people 
whose personalities have been highly evolved, and 
\vho represented great intellectual development in this 
life, elect to remain on the higher levels of the astral 
plane for long after the time when they might have 
passed on to 1\Ianasic conditions, had they so chosen, 
because under those conditions it is possible for 
them to gather fresh knowledge along the line of their 
previous \vork, and prepare themselves in their next 
incarnation for much more extended activities of a 
similar order. In a 1ninor degree the same explana
tion applies to people of less advanced evolution, 
though \Ve have to remember, in trying to think 
out the conditions of future life, that they vary to an 
almost illimitable extent. It is difficult in atten1pting 
to interpret any of these mysteries to 1nake adequate 
allowance for that. \Yhereas highly intellectual 
people will elect to remain for a long time on the 
higher level, people of lesser advancement also, 
assuming that their lives have not been very bad 
indeed, \viii long remain on levels where life is ex
ceedingly enjoyable, though not necessarily in such 
cases very conducive to further progress. But in all 
cases there co1nes a tin1e when, in fulfiln1ent of the 
necessities of further evolution, all the inhabitants 
of the astral world n1ust pass on to the :\Ianasic 
condition. \Ye n1ust not think of this passage as in 
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the nature of a second death. It is quite free from 
all the anxieties and distrust that, too often, embitter
the approach of physical dissolution, and it is hardly· 
necessary to say utterly free from the suffering so often 
?.-ttending departure from this plane. During astral 
life a good many of the attributes that contributed to 
make up the personality have faded away. Its higher 
emotions, its love energies, its intellectual capacities 
remain unimpaired, but it has already shed most of 
the minor attachments arising from its earthly life. 
It is getting ready for that union with the Ego which 
must not be thought of as accomplished at once on 
leaving this plane of life. Whatever desires may 
have been engendered for the continuance of personal 
existence, those desires will operate to retain vivid 
consciousness of personality on appropriate levels of 
nature for as long as their force can persist. But, as 
I say, the Ego, the real permanent self, is a more 
permanent thing than any one personality, and, how
ever important any given personality may be com
pared with those that have preceded it in the long 
career of the Ego through nature, its importance has 
to be expressed in a new environment, to clear the 
way for which the minor details of the last incarnation 
have been allowed to fade away, or evaporate. But 
the Ego and the personality must not be thought of 
as two separate entities. The personality is, at all 
events, a partial expression of the Ego and, sooner or 
later, the Earth-plane consciousness is withdrawn into 
the Ego, sometimes rapidly, sometimes after a long 
interval, but eventually in all cases that has to be 
accomplished. And the blending means the absorp
tion into the Ego of all that \vas important in the 
personality that has lately been spent. 

There is another interesting thought connected 
with that idea. Sooner or later a personality may 
become so important that it is perpetuated, so to 
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speak, and invests the Ego with its own colouring, 
instead of assuming from the Ego the colouring of 
former accumulated experiences. That, of course, 
will only happen at the threshold of a very exalted 
condition of development, and it does not apply 
to the majority of people at the present stage of 
our life. 

I must now go back for a moment to the misunder
standing about baby consciousness. It is quite 
possible that some of you may have read accounts of 
strange experiences that have sometimes been known 
in the Eastern world-I am thinking especially of some 
cases in Tibet-where babies who have been recog
nized as reincarnations of a former incarnation 
have actually been able to prove their identity by 
pointing out hiding places in which the former 
personality had stowed away various objects, with a 
view to its ultimate identification. And, in some 
cases, the actual baby form has uttered words 
identifying itself with the former incarnation. That 
need not be thought of as conflicting with what I 
just now said. Whenever that has taken place
and I believe it has taken place; I do not want to 
repudiate the stories-it would represent a great adept 
achievement from the background, so that it may 
be set aside altogether as inapplicable to ordinary 
life. And almost equally inapplicable to ordinary life 
are the cases in which very young children, before 
the age of seven, have been known to exhibit extra
ordinary faculties. I think these have generally had 
to do with the reincarnation of great musicians. 
\Ve arc all familiar with the precocity of ~Iozart, who 
is said to have begun playing the piano at six years 
of age. In reference to these one can only say again 
that they arc altogether ahnonnal. .Merely guessing 
at the previous conditions that tnight explain such 
cases, I would suggest that they represent an intense 
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eagerness on the part of the Ego to express, on the 
physical plane, some of the musical ideas gathered 
from experience on the lVIanasic level. We have 
ahvays been led to believe that on the :Manasic level 
music somehow pervades the whole region, appealing, 
of course, in very varying degrees to different apti
tudes, but filling the consciousness of the advanced 
musician with musical ideas he would be eager to 
reproduce. Probably in a similar way, when the 
Inathematical faculty has become the leading mental 
characteristic of an Ego, that condition may equally 
impel the Ego to seek an early opportunity for its 
expression on the physical plane, and may account 
for the " calculating boys " one has someti1nes heard 
of; though we have in connection with such cases to 
explain, the best way we can, the usual fact that the 
abnormal faculty disappears or weakens as the boy 
grows up. Such facts bring us into relation with a 
great volume of Nature's mysteries, which show how, 
at early stages of evolution, there seems to be a closer 
connection with the spiritual plane than when fuller 
intellectual development has been reached. Babies, 
animals, and early savage tribes will sometimes give 
evidence of possessing glimmerings, at all events, of 
astral perception which fade away at later stages of 
growth. 

I come now to consider various possibilities which 
have to do with the re-attachment of the Ego to a 
bodily manifestation. In the case of Egos sufficiently 
advanced along the path of that progress to which 
knowledge is so conducive, it may be possible for 
the higher self, if I may use that expression, or the 
Ego-I am using the two terms as almost synonymous 
-to exercise a definite choice in regard to the new 
incarnation on which it will enter. People already 
at some stage " on the path," especially if they are 
called upon to return rather sooner than the ordinary 
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law would provide for, would prol?ably have a con
siderable range of choice in regard to the incarnation 
they would accept. I have been privileged to obtain 
some information bearing upon cases that have 
actually occurred, and a curious discovery emerges. 
In all such cases of which I have heard, where several 
opportunities have lain before an Ego coming into 
incarnation-some apparently very much less at
tractive than others-it seems almost invariably the 
case that the Ego chooses the least desirable incar
nation, as its desirability would be 1neasured from 
our point of view. Incarnations in humble life 
involving a great deal of what, from our point of 
vie\v, we should consider hardship and undesirable 
conditions have continually, within 1ny knowledge, 
been chosen by people of sufficient advancement to 
exercise a choice, in preference to those representing 
rnore agreeable conditions of life on this plane. From 
the Ego point of view nothing is of really any im
portance compared with spiritual growth and pro
gress, and it may not infrequently happen that the 
humbler incarnation is, first of all, calculated to 
get rid of Karma that lies in the background, while 
it also not infrequently happens that the humbler 
incarnation is distinctly 1norc conducive to devotion 
to spiritual thought and effort than those where 
pleasures and distractions of all kinds keep p~~oplc's 
thoughts centred on the life that they are actually 
leading. And again it 1nay happen-though I mn 
now about to speak of a case that is probably unique 
-that some definite work that a highly eyolved Ego 
has undertaken can be better carried out in a hun1ble 
than in an exalted station of life. ::\lost students of 
philosophical literature will be n1ore or less fcuniliar 
with the writings of that wonderful Gennan philo
sopher Jacob lloehme. Xow Jacob Boeh1ne's 
writings show hi1n to have been on the threshold, 

15 
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at all events, of high Adeptship, and yet in that life 
he was a hun1ble cobbler, just a subordinate worker 
at that humble trade. \Vhy did he choose such an 
incarnation as that ?-for it is certain that a Being 
on his level must have chosen his incarnation. The 
answer I understand to be _that at the period in 
which he lived it was not desirable that the teachings 
he had to put forward-real theosophic teachings, 
though not illustrated \Vith the amplitude of detail 
we have since been privileged to obtain-should descend 
upon the \vorld from any altitude of authority. Only 
a fe\v were ripe for them. It was held to be necessary 
that they should be suggested, so to speak, from a 
hu1nble level of mundane authorship. I am not 
presuming to endorse or criticize that idea. I merely 
state it as given to me in explanation of th~ Jacob 
Boehme incarnation. " But \vhy," I asked, " such 
a very ignoble position as that of a working cobbler?'' 
The answer, I believe derived from hin1self, was
" Ko position can be ignoble in which you are fulfilling 
the purpose of the Logos." That seems to me to have 
been an extremely beautiful answer, radiant with 
meaning that can be applied to many of the phenomena 
of life. True, there are not _many working cobblers 
who are Jacob Boehmes in disguise, and we must not 
be hurried into conclusions to the effect that it is 
only on such levels of life that great spiritual natures 
are to be sought for. Indeed, the normal rule is 
rather the other \vay about. There is a tendency 
in ~ ature to a gradual upward drift in social station 
in the long progress of incarnations. This ensues 
from the way in which desire, in ordinary life, is one 
of the factors n1aking up the next Karmic programme. 
The desire must be clear and definite to be operative 
in this way, and it \Vould not amount to much if a 
costern1onger desired to be a king. He \vould not 
know enough about the king's life to desire that 
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with precision, nor even if his desir~ pointed to a less 
exalted station could it be definite enough to have 
a Karmic value. But he may fully realize the con
ditions of life a little better than those he might 
be used to, and then the desire assumes creative 
force, always supposing the man does not engender, 
in other directions, bad Karma that conflicts with his 
desire. But all these last remarks obviously apply 
to levels of life below those inspired by genuine spiritual 
aspiration. When this is sufficiently developed for 
the Ego to feel it as his predominant motive, it sweeps 
away all n1inor ambitions. 

So, as I say, on the higher levels choice enters into 
this matter. \Vhen it does not enter-which is the 
case with the vast majority of our fellow-creatures
the guidance is accomplished again in various ways. 
For those sufficiently advanced, but not on the path, 
there are Divine beings in the higher order of the 
great adept hierarchy whose function it is to direct 
incarnations and actually guide each Ego, with a 
perception of its spiritual needs, into the incarnation 
suitable for its further expression. On a lower level 
again, if we go back to the conditions of savage life, or 
even to the conditions of very humble life in civilized 
countries-\vell, the truth is, as I have definitely been 
told, for a great n1any Egos, that anyone of fifty 
incarnations would do equally well, and therefore there 
is no specific individual guidance in such cases. You 
will always re1nembcr that the hu1nan race is a vast 
procession proceeding through the ages, the members 
uf which represent very different conditions of growth 
and progress, very different clain1s upon the authority 
which rules the whole. Let us consider the course 
of events in the case of an ordinary Ego representing 
civilized developn1ent, a certain amount of progress 
along the lines of evolution and intelligence, and so 
forth, but no abnonnal spiritual growth. Such an 
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Ego \viii be drafted into an appropriate incarnation 
under pressure of forces of which it has no practical 
consciousness, and for a long time will be unconscious 
of having re-entered this plane of life at all. There 
is a link established between itself and the new life
we do not know what terms to use, physical pla1ie 
nature does not enable us to handle phrases vv·hich 
suit these conditions-but some mysterious magnetic 
thread or tie attaches the Ego to the new birth, and 
for a long time it is quite unconscious of any such 
attachment-unconscious probably for at least seven 
years. The first seven years of a child's life do not 
represent intelligent consciousness within that 
organism. Perhaps that statement will shock en
thusiastic mothers who believe that from a very 
early age they detect all sorts of charming attributes 
in their offspring. They may, but I do maintain 
from what I have been told that as far as the real 
Ego consciousness is concerned it is not really active 
vi"ithin the child until at least seven years have been 
spent, and then only to a very limited degree. Then, 
no doubt, the Ego will be conscious of its re-attachment 
to the physical plane, but not conscious to any 
extent which is a serious impediment to its spiritual 
consciousness on higher planes. It will not be until 
another septenary period has been passed-for these 
septenary periods have a very definite significance in 
connection with the growth of new lives-it is not 
until another stage of distinct progress has been 
accomplished that the etheric and astral elements 
in the ne\v child's composition become identified 
\vith the Ego in the background. I am not going to 
attempt a very minute explanation of the successive 
stages through which Nature works in bringing an 
Ego into a new incarnation, but the two septenary 
periods that I have mentioned are by no means all 
that are recognizable as stages in the process. The 
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real truth I believe to be that it is not until full 
maturity is reached, not till such an age as twenty
eight, or even a later period than that, that the highest 
elements in the Ego are capable of functioning in the 
new organism. I believe, even as far as the period of 
thirty-five, it may sometimes be said that the new in
carnation is not absolutely in its completely perfected 
condition. So that no conception of this subject can 
be more wide of the truth than that which embarrasses 
the idea of reincarnation with the belief that, in the 
earlier stages, the experience is distressing to the 
entity coming back. 

One or two other thoughts still remain to be em
phasized in connection with this process of rein
carnation. A great deal was said in earlier writings 
on the subject of Devachan, and later interpretations 
have modified without contradicting what was said 
in the beginning. There are numerous cases in which 
Devachan is little more than a blissful idleness in which 
the personality that has passed from this life into the 
Devachan state, exists in a perfectly happy condition 
for as long a period as the energies created or brought 
into activity during the past life are capable of mani
festing then1selves on a higher plane. In all such 
cases the mergence into the Ego is effected uncon
sciously. All such processes are guided by higher 
intelligence outside that of the Ego itself, and it would 
only be in a very advanced condition indeed that the 
Ego would be perfectly conscious of what it was doing 
as it gradually absorbed into itself the experiences of 
the last life. ·You have alway'S to re1ne1nber that on 
the highest conditions that men arc capable of reaching 
we take our destinies into our own hands; on inter
mediate conditions they arc guid('d for us by beings 
of a high order in the hierarchy supervising hurnan 
affairs, and on n1uch lowC'r lcYcls, what we may 
call ihc conunon levels of nature, operating in a vast 



2 30 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

area, they are guided for us by beings of a lower 
order in the spiritual hierarchy. 

A good deal was said in the beginning of our studies 
in reference to the periods which usually elapse between 
incarnations. In:my own first book on the subject, those 
who have read it may remember that I spoke-under 
guidance of course--of the intervening period which 
applied to the average of mankind, as running from 
1,500 to 2,ooo years, during which, of course, life was 
divided between astral conditions and Devachanic or 
l\Ianasic conditions. Only after this very ample 
scope had been given for the exhaustion of all the 
forces of the previous life did the entity come back 
into incarnation. There \Vas nothing untrue in that 
statement at the time,. but a very remarkable con
dition of things has arisen since that statement was 
put forward. We live in a very remarkable period, 
remarkable not merely for its extraordinary develop
ment of theosophical knowledge amongst us in the 
world at large, but in other ways as well, and amongst 
other features that are retnarkable in this period is 
the extraordinary acceleration of all processes which 
have to do with human evolution. I think we have 
Inany of us noticed this acceleration as applied to the 
phenomena of life around us, even in reference to the 
changes that have been going on on the physical plane. 
Looking back over the past fifty years we see that 
immense progress has been made in science, in dis
coYery, in moral development, in religious thought 
all OYer the world; and that acceleration has been 
going on with eYen greater rapidity and energy on 
the higher planes of nature. It has to do, of course, 
with the difference between the downward and the 
upward arcs of evolution. On the downward arc of 
evolution-the great preparatory process of nature
progress is slow; on the. upper arc of the cycle it is 
quick, and we are beginning now, having turned the 
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corner as. regards this world period, to feel the accelera
ting influence of the upward arc ·of evolution; and 
the accelerating influence, I am told, has definitely 
operated within the last thirty years, to accelerate the 
return to incarnation of such people as we are talking 
about when we speak of civilized communities. I 
leave out of a-ccount those who are on the Path; a 
condition that probably applies to a good many of my 
readers, whether they are fully aware of it or not, most 
likely to a majority of those who take a real, deep and 
serious interest in theosophical teaching. They come 
under the operation of a new law altogether, and 
their incarnation Inay be accelerated far beyond 
any such periods as we have been talking about. 
But dealing with the general run of civilized mankind, 
the acceleration is producing this effect: for a con
siderable number of advanced Egos in the civilized 
world, a period of only about three hundred years is 
now going to be an average period for the intervening 
ti1ne between two lives. For a larger number repre
senting, of course, a somewhat less evolved condition 
of eitlH'r spiritual or intellectual growth, a seven 
hundred year period is going to be the average. 
and for probably a still larger number representing 
Honnal conditions of ordinary life a thousand year 
period i::; going to be the average instead of that 
fifteen hundred year period which pn.:\·ailed during 
the l'arlier part of the last century. 

\\ \! all heard a grca t ckal at the beginning of 
theosophical work of the wonderful drift of knowledge 
fr01n the Eastern \vorld to the \Y est. Ex oriente lux 
is tlw 1nost f:.uniliar 1naxin1 connected with theo
sophical study and one which represents a profound 
truth. Dut as so Inany other things have changed 
in the procL·ss of tinw, a change i3 coining over the 
\\ hok condition of what n1ay roughly be called the 
occult world in incarnation. Dy that I In can the 
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whole body of people who are moving in the direction 
of higher knowledge, who are gradually coming in con
siderable numbers on to what we call the path leading 
to the higher life, who are coming to appreciate the 
openings of kno\vledge that have been available for us 
in recent years. In former times such people were 
more numerous in the Eastern than in the Western 
\vorld; and the consequence used to be that incar
nations drifted, in the case of people with distinct 
spiritual aspiration, from the Western world to the 
Eastern. Indeed, when our theosophical teaching 
began to excite interest here, I know that some of 
my own friends aspired to Eastern incarnations 
as probably conducive to more rapid spiritual growth 
than could be accomplished in any other way. 
That idea I think was an erroneous aspiration so far 
as it applied to any people-within our own lifetime, 
though not erroneous in times long gone by. But now 
it is distinctly out of date. The drift of incarnation 
for those \vho represent exalted conditions of pre
paredness for higher things, is now rather from the 
East to the \Vest. The truth of the matter is that, 
although we are so far only concerned with begin
nings, the \\'estern world is going, in by no means 
a remote future, to be the great radial centre from 
which spiritual influence \viii spread over the civilized 
world; and therefore, as I say, at the present time 
such an aspiration as that v:hich I referred to a while 
ago as operative with some of my earlier friends in 
connection with theosophical study, the desire for 
E,astern incarnations, is wholly out of date. \Vhat 
we have to do now is to recognize the duties that are 
gradually coming to be incumbent on the \'/estern 
\Vorld in connection with the spiritual progress of 
mankind. 

Looking back to the beginning of civilization, to the 
Atlantean period, when there was not any Europe 
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to talk about at all, all the developll).ent, such as it was, 
both spiritual and intellectual, was centred in the 
Atlantean world. Of course the Atlantean population 
gradually spread over the whole of the habitable 
globe, and all that we now speak of as the Eastern 
world was, please to remember, once Atlantean. 
Earlier sub-races of the Atlantean period accounted 
for the earliest populations, whether of India, of any 
part of Central Asia, or of any part of the Eastern 
world, and as the spiritual civilization of Atlantis 
became defiled by the growth of evil in the shape of 
what we commonly call black tendencies, so the best 
representatives of advanced Atlantean spirituality 
migrated eastward, and in that way established in the 
Eastern world the great radiating centre of spiritual 
energy in days gone by. And that condition of things 
lasted for a very long while. Of course at a period 
which again is a very long while ago from our point 
of view, two or three hundred thousand years ago, 
when Atlantean adepts 1nigrating from Atlantis 
proper to escape the evil developments of its civiliza
tion, established themselves in Egypt, they met 
another stremn of spiritual civilization flo\ving \\·est
ward from India and regions beyond India that had 
been engendered, so to sprak, by the fernH'ntation 
of loftier thought in the earlier races of the Atlantcan 
period. Thus when Atlantis ultinmtely disappt•ared 
and was destroyed by reason of the fact that it had 
becon1c so utterly degraded, you have to think of the 
Eastern world as wholly represC'ntative of spiritual 
gTo\vth. But we also have to recognize as an absolute 
fact that in the progress of sub-racial dcveloprnent 
later sub-races than any of tho:"it~ which now occupy 
tlw Eastcrn world haYl~ bt•r·n dt·Ydopcd aud t'YOlYed 
in what is now the \\~rstvru \H,rld. So uow the great 
wayc of spirituality i:; .:;wvl'ping back again towards 
the \\"c:-,t. Ex oriente lux I Frurn the East the light 
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is coming. But the very use of that phrase indicates 
that it is moving westward. Some Western Americans 
are fond of a boastful expression : " Westward the Star 
of Empires takes its way." I am not concerned for 
the moment with the Star of Empire-but westward 
the great forces of spiritual energy and development 
are distinctly moYing. And we have to be \Vorthy, as 
it were, of that condition of things; we have to rise 
to meet it. 

If we properly appreciate our functions, they are 
much more dignified than at the first glance people 
believe. The Theosophical Society is charged with 
the great task of leading spiritual progress in the 
\Yes tern world. The Society is a nucleus which in 
future generations, at no very distant period, will be 
enormously expanded beyond its present conditions, 
expanded let us trust by virtue of the fact that those 
who are now concerned with it will appreciate the 
duties incu1nbent on them, and act in a manner which 
may pave the \vay for that further development which 
undoubtedly is contemplated by Higher Powers as 
the programme of the future. That can be carried 
out if we can respond adequately to the influence 
that they are radiating. 

That is the most important thought that I have to 
deal with just now, but there are one or two other 
minor matters having to do with misconceptions or 
misunderstandings of theosophical teaching, which 
seem trivial and almost trumpery compared \vith 
those which I have been talking about, but which 
none the less claim notice. I am referring to vie\vs 
which are someti1nes put forward, connecting aspira
tions for spiritual gro\vth and progress \vith questions 
relating to what we cat and drink or refrain from 
eating and drinking. Now this is a very delicate 
subject which has been a good deal discussed by 
theosophical writers lately, and in reference to which 
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I am very anxious not to be misunderstood myself 
by theosophical friends. No one can entertain a more 
definitely appreciative admiration for what may 
roughly be called superior or cleaner modes of life, as 
compared with those of the multitude, than I myself; 
but I do venture to say-and I say it on authority that 
I respect-that however bee~.utiful in its conception 
purer diet may be, that " perfect way in diet " that 
Mrs. Kingsford so admirably wrote about many years 
ago has nothing to do with spiritual progress. That is 
all that I am driving at. Do not let people who, 
whether for reasons of health, convenience, family 
environment, or for any other reasons worthy of 
consideration, find it difficult to adopt the rules of the 
perfect way in diet-do not let them suppose that in 
any way they are prejudicing their spiritual growth 
by disregarding them. That is all I am emphasizing. 
The all-important consideration in regard to physical 
life-I am not speaking now of the moral attributes 
that should guide our conduct in life-our all-im
portant duty in regard to the physical instrument vvith 
which we have to work when we are trying to do the 
right thing in this life, is that we should keep it in 
health. And at the present time, when Inost of our 
bodies-notour Egos, butmostofour bodies-1nay have 
come clown through a line of heredity familiarized with 
the old-fashioned diet, it docs not always happen that 
the present representatives of that line can be healthy 
on an entirely new rlginze. That is the in1portant 
point to rcmc1nbcr. Your duty, so to speak, to the 
body is to keep it in health, and you must dctcrmiiw 
for yourself what particular course of life in regard tu 
this 1nattcr of eatin~ and drinking is brst calculated 
to have that effect. I haY"~ n1:uk efforts to get in
fornmtion on this subject fron1 cxalt"~cl teachers. I 
think I have succeeded, and of course what I have 
been saying to you is the outcome of such success. 
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Going more into detail, it may be recognized that in 
a certain very limited sense it is true that what, for 
want of a better term, we call " magnetism " of a 
bad order does attach to meat as a food. It has a 
very slight influence, and I am told that those who look 
on from a higher plane at the efforts of some vegetarian 
thinkers to follow the perfect way in diet, are rather 
amused to see that they ignore this question of 
1nagnetism as between various kinds of vegetable 
food. If there is any point in the idea that certain 
foods have a bad magnetism, then certain kinds of 
vegetable foods have a bad magnetism to just the same 
extent as meat, and in neither case does that matter 
seriously. The same thing applies to alcohol with 
slightly greater emphasis. And again the question 
is whether physical heredity is of such an order as to 
render any particular body incapable of maintaining 
health and efficiency for whatever work it has to do, 
without some little of that otherwise undesirable 
beverage. 

One other theory claims notice in this connection
that which relates to the habit of smoking. Let 
nobody be under the impression-if they are inclined 
to attach any importance to the information I have 
been privileged to obtain-that there is any harm 
in that practice in regard to the conditions it en
genders in the physical body, in reference to health, to 
spiritual or moral progress, or to anyoftheloftier duties 
of life. It is perfectly harmless; it has no bad 
effect on astral or etheric conditions-in moderation 
of course. \Ye always assume that we are talking 
to people who are not going to extremes in the pursuit 
of any pleasures of a physical order. But within 
reasonable limits that particular practice, I am told, 
has rather a beneficial effect than otherwise on the 
etheric conditions of people who live in modern com
munities, full of astral swirls of all kinds and of a 
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complicated order. There remajns only one other 
remark to make on this subject, that of course in 
reference to smoking, however agreeable and in
nocent it may be in itself, nobody who is thinking 
along the lines that are probably operative with theo
sophical students would dream of doing anything 
of that kind in a manner which would be disagreeable 
to others. That is just the clue to the correct under
standing of this matter. It hinges on to very much 
loftier principles, because the idea that we should do 
nothing for our own sake which is injurious to the 
comfort or welfare of other people is a crude way of 
putting the fundamental conception which has to do 
with spiritual progress in all its aspects. \Ve are not 
segregated atoms in consciousness, living only for our 
individual selves; we arc simply parts of a stupendous 
design, the identity of ourselves with which at some 
future period we shall fully realize, as we may now 
even intellectually appreciate it. That idea can 
never be misunderstood, because of its utter sim
plicity. Sin1ple on this plane, it is equally simple and 
equally true on planes above, and is the one idea 
which, if it thoroughly saturates our understanding, 
and becomes the guide of life and action, will render 
people theosophists in the truest acceptation of the 
term. 



THE SUPER-PHYSICAL LA\VS OF NATURE 

To speak of the change which has come over the 
public mind, or that portion of the public mind 
which represents the advanced culture of the period, 
as a moven1ent of thought, is, in truth, to use an 
inadequate expression, for that movement is largely 
due to an inflow of new knowledge and information 
concerning the super-physical mysteries of nature, 
which were not at the disposal of those who, in the 
middle of the last century, represented the incredulity 
which then prevailed in reference to all matters 
having to do vvith mystic research. Those of us 
whose memories stretch back to the middle of the last 
century will remember how determined and con
temptuous that incredulity generally was. To attain 
any kno\vledge concerning super-physical states of 
human consciousness was held to be eternally im
possible. Sporadic phenomena, reported from time 
to time as indicating that it might be possible to obtain 
communication \vith the surviving consciousness of 
people \vho had departed this life, were treated as 
though of necessity they represented imposture 
and fraud. Stories of clairvoyance, and records of 
curious results obtained by mesmerism, fortune
telling, in all its curious varieties, \vhether concerned 
with cards, palmistry, or astrology, and all the con
fused traditions· of medieval magic, were lumped up 
together as representing ignorant superstition. The 
Science of the period, dealing exclusively with the 
phenomena of matter-with theories that could be 
substantiated by physical experiment-was en-

238 
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throned in public esteem, not merely, as it deserved, 
by reason of representing a magnificent development 
of human intelligence, but as expressive of finality 
in regard to human knowledge; not finality along 
the lines of its own activity, but finality as regards 
the character of such knowledge, held to be necessarily 
limited by the resources of physical sense. Philosophy 
even, vaguely conscious of something beyond the 
characteristics of matter, did not hesitate to describe 
whatever lay beyond the reach of physical research as 
" unknov.'able," and those \vho ventured to atte1npt 
the exploration of the unseen or intangible mysteries 
of Nature, did so at the expense of being treated with 
contempt by the orthodox opinion of their time. 

But without stopping to trace the steps by which 
the great change has been brought about, what is 
the actual state of things which we have now to 
recognize as distinguishing the thought of our own 
period? To begin with, those who feel thetnselves 
in possession of certain knowledge to the effect that 
it is possible to communicate with those who have 
passed on to other states of existence, are to be 
counted by millions both in Europe and Atnerica. 
Their conviction does not imply that it is always 
possible to cotnmand such com1nunication in in
dividual cases. The laws relating to all such n1ethods 
are, as yet, hut imperfectly understood; hut the broad 
certainty that, under sonw circuinstanccs, such 
communication is possible, is enough to <':3tablish the 
tnain principle that human consciousness survives the 
change called death, and it is impossible to overrate 
the value of the widespread conviction to that effect 
permeating our civilization, in which the progress of 
physical science was tending in thC' opposite direction, 
while the influence of n ·ligious teaching was in
sufficient to counteract that tt~ndcncy. Concurrently 
with the growth of confidence in the 1nain idea rcpre-
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sented by spiritualism, the various manifestations of 
~ature's finer forces operative amongst those still in 
physical life have been steadily securing attention. 
Psychic research became, by degrees, not merely 
emancipated from the intolerance it formerly en
countered, but has been gradually established amongst 
us as aln1ost a fashionable pursuit. Mesmerism, so 
fiercely flouted in the beginning, became recognized, 
in some of its aspects, at all events, as a curative agent 
in some conditions of disease, and though ill-under
stood as yet by those who only know it under the 
1nodern and misleading designation " hypnotism," is 
actually recognized as a system of treatment by 
many orthodox practitioners. And, sharing in the 
growing changes of opinion, the fascination of fortune
telling in all its varieties has proved only too attractive 
to many enthusiasts of our generation. Finally \Ve 
have to recognize that in the scientific world itself, 
a few, at all events, of those most distinguished in 
research, and many indeed beside those who have had 
the courage to acknowledge their conviction, are 
conscious already that they are standing on the 
threshold of a new scientific dispensation, in which 
super-physical laws and super-physical faculties must 
be n1ade available by those whose destiny it may be to 
expound the natural philosophy of the future. 
Problems connected with the ether~ the electron, and 
unseen emanations from the Sun, credited with the 
production of those curious phenomena known as 
magnetic storms, are all of them imperatively in need 
of illumination of a kind that can only be derived from 
super-physical investigation. The present situation 
is full of promise for developments, at no distant 
future, \vhich will involve in the embrace of recognized 
science the resources and achievements of occultism. 

That is the change that has taken place within the 
last five and twenty or thirty years. Beyond the 
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influence of spiritualism, to whic~ I have already 
referred, what are the other influences which have 
brought it about? 

I am not eager to claim credit in any exclusive 
degree or to any predominant extent for the literature 
which, within the period to which I refer, has been 
devoted to the exposition of that teaching generally 
known as Theosophy, but it· would be affectation to 
suppose that the change has not been attributable, in 
some measure, to the wide diffusion of that clearly
defined, coherent, scientific interpretation of a vast 
body of natural law relating to human evolution which 
the literature of Theosophy has put at the disposal of 
the cultured world since that system of teaching was 
first formulated in approximate detail. \Vhether it 
has been the cause or the effect of the great change in 
modern thought which I have been endeavouring to 
trace, no one who has adequately studied theosophical 
teaching will deny that for the first time in the overt 
history of human enlightenment it presents us with a 
complete theory of life; reaching back to its begin
nings, reaching forward to its possibilities, and inci
dental_ly foreshadowing the ultimate synthesis into a 
complete science of super-physical nature, of all the 
n1iscellaneous phenomena with which psychic re
search is concerned. Spiritualism established the 
reality of a future life, but ai1ned, I venture to think, 
as regards its original inspiration, at nothing 1nore. 
Occult research, independently of spiritualism, has 
established the fact that hu1nan consciousness, still 
expressed in incarnation, has resources at its disposal 
far transcending in their significance the senses of the 
physical body. Theosophy, accepting and interpreting 
these conclusions, has illun1inated, for our benefit, the 
whole scheme of human evolution, the laws governing 
spiritual progress, the possibilities awaiting mankind 
in a remote future, the continuity of life in successive 

I(l 
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manifestations on this physical plane of existence, and 
the growth of the soul, under the influence of the 
experience which those successive manifestations 
afford. No hurried phrases of this nature can ade
quately convey to minds, as yet unfarniliar with the 
literature of Theosophy, a complete con1prehension of 
its sublime significance. But in truth the teaching 
itself, when properly understood, enables us to realize 
that everyone who aspires sooner or later to realize the 
p.otentialities of human progress, must absorb that 
teaching into his consciousness as a necessary prepara
tion for the efforts he will be called upon to make, in 
connection with his ulterior development. 

This statement may seem extravagant, but will be 
readily appreciated by those who have studied, with 
any degree of earnestness, the fundamental principles 
of human evolution rendered apparent by the teaching 
of the Higher Occultism. Ignoring detail, we are able 
to perceive the whole scheme of human evolution as 
'divided into two mighty halves, during the first of 
which the forces of Nature carry forward the human 
Ego to a stage of develop1nent fairly represented by 
the average culture of our own tin1e. But the subtle 
forces generated by the Ego itself are essential to 
ulterior progress during the second great half of the 
evolutionary period, and these cannot be brought into 
activity without a clear comprehension of the design 
they are intended to subserve. To the half-way 
period of the \vhole journey, Nature brings us without 
clai1ning any help from ourselves; the next half of 
the journey can only be accomplished by the union 
of our own enlightened will '''ith the forces which 
Nature will still contribute to assist us in our upward 
grov\'·th. 

The phrase I have en1ployed as the title of this 
essay may not at once be intelligible, but if I had 
not shrunk from expanding it to inconvenient length, 
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I should have rendered it more unintelligible still by 
employing the words used with a double signification, 
proposing to deal, not mereJy with the super-physical 
aspect of natural forces, but also with the natural 
aspect of super-physical forces. The inversion of the 
phrase may 1_1ot at once convey a specific meaning, 
but I venture to think that before I have done its 
significance will be clearly appreciated, and in order 
that what I have to say rnay be at once intelligible 
in its bearing on the main idea, let me explain very 
concisely at the oustet the conclusions I shall en
deavour to reach. 

I want to show, first of all, that the forces with 
which we are all fa1niliar, in their relationship with 
matter, the laws of Nature as they are commonly 
called, can only be correctly understood if we think of 
them as the expression of Divine \Viii consciously 
operating to produce the effects we observe, and, 
secondly, that while the effects \Ve observe, in con
nection with the consequences of action-with all that 
has to do with our appreciation of right and wrong, 
good and evil, and moral principle-can readily 
enough be associated with the idea of Divine \Viii, 
embodying sanction or disapproval, they arc none 
the lc~s to be recognized as a vast dcpartrnent of 
natural law, which, though dealing with resources 
of a ~uper-physical nature beyond the reach of ex
perintl·ntal research, constitute none the less a dcpart
Ineut of natural law as unifonn and definite as thosv 
which havt• to do with the hehadour of matter. 

\\·e find ourselvC's in this world, under conditions 
\vhich enable us to n·cognize it as an an'na of spiritual 
evolution; but it is t.'V<.'n rnorc obviously an an·na of 
a cornplicatt·d systc1n of law relating to physical 
matter, and in rl'ft.·n~nce to this great body of la\Y we 
rnay l n~n extend our ob::WITation beyond the li1nit:s 
within which, a~ a rule, I think it wise to confine our 
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attention. In presence of attempts sometimes made 
to interpret or speculate concerning the origin and 
Divine government of the whole universe, I have often 
ventured to suggest that it is unwise to do more than 
endeavour to comprehend the origin and purpose of 
our own Solar System. At the best, in reference to 
that, we can never hope to do more than obtain 
fragmentary conceptions, and dimly to picture in the 
mind the story of its origin and the theory of its final 
perfection. But in reference to physical law we are 
enabled to perceive that the code which is manifestly 
operative in the Solar System is certainly, to some 
extent-possibly in its entirety-applicable to the 
innumerable systems distributed through the in
finitudes of space. It is certain, for example, that the 
fundamental law of gravitation, governing all masses 
of matter within our view, is also operative in distant 
systems of a \Vholly different order where a dual or 
n1ultiple system of Suns can be distinctly observed as 
obedient to the law which governs the motion of our 
own planets in their orbits. And beyond this the 
resources of spectroscopic observation enable us to 
identify, in distant Suns, some of the varieties under 
which n1atter manifests itself to us in our laboratories, 
and to speculate, not unreasonably, on the prob
ability that the so-called chemical elements with 
which vve are acquainted here are also the materials 
of which distant Solar Systems are constructed, and 
\vhich, most probably, are obedient in such systems 
to the san1e laws of chemical affinity that we are 
enabled to investigate in handling those elements 
on earth. The value of this observation has to do, 
of course, with the manner in \vhich it tends to suggest 
an otherwise unrecognizable unity in the whole 
cosmos, even if it is hardly profitable for us to pursue 
that idea much farther. But whether we think of the 
natural laws affecting matter in their cosmic or in their 
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more limited aspect, we cannot but be equally driven 
to the conclusion that the Divine Po\vcr, which builds 
up definite worlds and systems, impresses on the 
complex organisms thus created the characteristics 
they exhibit when the creation is accomplished. 

Along the lines of ordinary astronomical specula
tion, as also by the light of esoteric teaching, we 
are enabled to formulate a broad conception of the 
manner in which the worlds of a system like our own 
arc built up by the aggregation in the first instance 
of relatively homogeneous matter available through
out space. Astronon1y deals with the development 
of Suns and planets, from nebulre; occult teaching 
follows along somewhat the same path, though going 
back a little earlier in the story, and recognizing the 
fonnation of the nebulre as the result of Divine \Viii 
operating on the infinite expanse of etheric substance. 
But whether we imagine that by virtue of la\vs per
vading the Universe, etheric matter when aggregated 
into physical molecules is inherently invested with the 
po\ver of endowing those molecules with the attri
butes we recognize in the chemical elements, or 
wheth<'r we i1nagine a \Viii which, by the first hypo
thesis, emanates fron1 some cosmic influence, to be 
reproduct~d by the will of the Divine Power to which 
our systen1 is directly due, the san1e conclusion 
emerges from either hypothesis. The attributt~s 
of n1atter, constituting in their entirety that which 
we describt' as the laws of Xature, are the expres:-iou 
of DiYine \\"ill, dther consciously operating throu~h
out the Cnivcrse directly, or indirectly passed on 
through the will of the Divine Beings to \vhon1 the 
existcucc of each Solar Systcn1 is due. And apart 
fron1 the general force of reasonable :-peculation along 
thl'sv line;.;, I have bern incidt·ntally assurvd that 
clain uya11t observation of a high onkr will confirPl 
thi:· C1111du~ion in a curiuu::s aud tnleresting way. 
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To render this suggestion intelligible we must re
member, of course, that wherever we speak of Divine 
\Viii operating in regions of Nature within our own 
purview, we have to understand that it operates 
through a vast hierarchy of subordinate agency. Such 
agency has, of course, to be recognized as associated 
with varieties of spiritual evolution quite independent 
of the human kingdom; and in dealing with these, we 
are, of course, moving through a region of thought 
in which manifestation is obscure, and observation 
extremely difficult. But none the less, I have known 
it to be asserted by qualified observers whom I have 
been disposed to trust, that where important re
searches, connected with some of the great laws of 
Nature, have been in progress, beings of some super
human order have actually been present, watching 
or perhaps guiding the progress of human enlighten
ment in connection with the departments of Nature 
it is their duty to preside over. If this be actually 
the case, it serves to emphasize the main idea with 
which I am at present concerned, the direct bearing of 
conscious will on the laws of matter, which, at cruder 
stages of human thought, the science of the period 
contrived to regard as compatible with an atheistic 
contempt for all conceptions relating to a Divine 
ongn1. That ·worship of matter per se which charac
terized a certain variety of scientific thought, in the 
last century, is no less ludicrously discredited by the 
illuminated intelligence represented by the Higher 
Occultism, than the equally crude conception of 
primitiye theology which, \vhile certainly recognizing 
Divine Po'\ver as a factor in the Universe, assumed 
t to be operative in a way which we now perceive 

to be as little in harmony with the truth of things as 
the grosser materialistic belief. The notion that the 
Divine Deing does no more than pronounce a \vord, 
in order that natural phenomena shall be evoked, 
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fully armed, ex nihilo, is hardly less absurd, hardly 
less derogatory to the nature of Divinity than the 
opposite belief that matter existed from the eternity 
of the past, and can, by its own combinations, give 
rise to human consciousness. 

Even our comprehension of the natural n1achinery 
by means of which physical effects are produced may 
serve, for instance, to put a new complexion on the 
meaning of the familiar expression, '' Let there be 
light." That the sensation in human consciousness of 
light is an expression of Divine Will, ~s emphatically 
one of the ideas I arn eager to ernphasize, but we know 
that the result is produced by the complicated 
n1echanism of etheric vibration, and that Divinity had 
a rnore cornplicated task to perform, in providing for 
the sensation of light, than would have been evolved 
in the simple utterance of a decree. The behaviour 
of the ether, in conveying vibrations from distant 
sources of light, to the planets requiring illumination, 
is complicated to that degree that our investigations, 
as yet, have but vaguely hinted at some of its conl
pkxitirs; but the illustration scrYes to suggest the 
way in \Yhich the results aimed at in creation arc 
obtained hy what, relatively to early theological 
belief, rnust be regarded as elaborate and laborious 
nwthods; nwthods, ahnost certainly, associated with 
a stupendous hirrarchy of subordinate ag(~ncies re
ilccting th(' 1 >ivil1<~ \Yill at every stage of tlw process. 

1 ;ut ""'o f.n· I ha\"e been cl<.:aling only with half tht~ 
t~ \('a I waut to convey; that which is, in a certain 
"' • •~<~, t be least iinportant half, b<..:cau:-;e it inYolves 
1t 1 ·~·;, which, indt·prrHlcntly of occult n·s<'arch, will 
pruhab]y be fuuud floating in the thought of the pc.riod, 
though pvrhaps, in 1110::-.t casc·s, nwrc Yagudy than 
\\hen clarified by a broad and contpr<'lH'll:iiYe Hpprc
ciation of tlH~ wurld's <Tolutiou, as a whole. The 
( xpan;:;ion of the idea into th(' rr~ion of intaugible 
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cause and effect, is certainly not yet familiar to 
ordinary psychological speculation. But, to begin 
with, all of us who have been appreciative of Theo
sophical teaching on the comprehensive scale, will be 
familiar with the idea that what is kno\vn as the law 
of Karma, is a law operative on the moral plane, ·as 
definitely as the law of gravitation controls the region 
of physical manifestation. But that law is generally 
thought of as a vague expression of Divine Will; 
and even with such opportunity as may be furnished 
by familiarity, in some cases, with the evolution of 
specific Egos through a long series of lives, though it 
is exceeding difficult to recognize it as working with 
the regularity so plainly observable when we are 
dealing with the laws of physical Nature, neverthe
less, we do broadly recognize the idea that conduct 
in life of a specific order is productive of definite 
consequences, following an inevitable rule, and not 
subject in each case to specific judgments resembling 
those of a human autocrat. None the less, however, 
when we think of Karma, good or bad, as operative to 
produce agreeable or painful conditions in the life or 
lives follo\ving any action in question, it is difficult 
to get out of the habit of thinking that the Ego 
concerned has somehow been the subject of a judg
ment. The physical laws of Nature seem so funda
mentally welded with matter that it is only with 
a n1ental effort we can comprehend them as in truth 
the expression of a conscious v.-ill emanating from, or 
reflected from, conscious \vill on some level of Divine 
existence. On the other hand, the inoral aspects of 
conduct, the rightness or \vrongness of specific action, 
::;uggest instinctively the idea that their conforn1ity, or 
non-confonnity, with the intentions of God, is the ex
planation of their rightness or their wrongness. In 
this case a mental effort is required to establish the 
conception that that Divine Will is so marvellously 
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penetrating and precise in its operation that it cannot 
any longer be thought of as due, so to speak, to 
capricious spasms of admiration or disapproval, but is 
as uniform in its operation as the law of gravitation
as complex in its character as the laws of chemical 
affinity. It is Law, enacted once for all and applicable 
to all conceivable varieties of circumstances. 

The conception with which \Ve are thus inevitably 
faced by a profound study of the whole subject, is 
that the whole scheme of morals, in the broadest 
acceptation of that term, is governed by a body of 
law as c01nprehensive as the law of gravitation, as 
detailed as those \vhich are studied in chemical 
laboratories, where the will of God, in reference to 
matter, is investigated by experiment and even 
guided, by the free will of man, towards purposes we 
may desire to subserve. And just as the physical 
law is operative, not merely with great masses of 
matter, but \Vith microscopic morsels, or even with 
ultra-1nicroscopic particles, so the moral law can 
penetrate the s1nallest crevices of our moral nature, 
dealing as appropriately with the pettiest short
comings, with the feeblest aspirations upward, as 
\vith the grandest achievements of philanthropy or 
the foulest varieties of crin1e. 

It 1nust bl! allowed that we cannot easily escape 
fro1n old habits of thought, nor give up the trick of 
thinking of any peculiar faculty we nmy po::;sess as 
a gift of ~aturc, of any suffering we 1nay be called 
upon to endure as a chastisl~Incnt inflicted by a 
Divine "\laster for our good. \\Te retain, in many· 
casc:l, even the habit of regarding- "our daily bread " 
as so1nething which is given to us " thi;-; day," and 
for which it is decent, 011 .our part, to return thanks, 
a5 \H' sit down to table. Such hahib of thought arc 
prl~tty and harn1les:; in thl'ir pLtc, ·, for people who 
do not care to penetrate, with open eyes, into the 



2 so Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

mysteries of life, who are content with the simplicities 
of a reverent attitude and unconsciously content to 
wait till a later opportunity for realizing that nothing 
can excite a more profoundly reverential attitude of 
mind than a clear vision, reaching in, or up, to the 
actual truth of things. But the Occult student need 
not be the slave of any tradition, however useful it may 
have been in its time, and if the idea I am endeavour
ing to suggest is rightly apprehended, it can never 
present itself to any mind as at war with the rever
ential spirit. On the contrary, it is calculated to 
enhance our reverence for the Divine Power above, 
when we realize that the wisdom that guides its 
exercise is sufficiently profound, extensive, and pene
trating to formulate laws which deal with all the 
varieties of moral condition to which the free \vill of 
n1ankind, an essential factor in spiritual evolution, 
can possibly give rise. 

Nor \Vhen the almost infinite resources of free will 
within the domain of law arc recognized, will the 
recognition of an all-pervading system of 1noral law 
be, in any way, confusion to the mind. At the present 
stage of average human development, that element of 
free will within human nature is hardly illuminated 
with sufficient knowledge to render it capable, so to 
speak, of steering a chosen path through the com
plexities of the law. But the law, itself, provides 
co1npensation for the embarrassments of ignorance 
while ignorance prevails, at the same time that it pro
vides opportunity for the exercise of free \Viii, when 
at a later stage n1ore enlightened knowledge shall 
guide its exercise. Xor even need we cast aside the 
early anthropomorphic conception of Divinity which 
appealed to the saintship of a more primitive age, and 
rc~ponded to the spiritual thirst of humanity for a 
Divine object of worship, sufficiently like ourselves to 
excite adoration and love. \Ve who are, at present, 

' 
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concerned with the attempt to cmp.prehend the mean
ing of the Higher Occultism, may be embarrassed, for 
a time, by finding it impossible to retain anthropo
morphic conceptions of Divinity while, as yet, our 
knowledge is insufficient to picture in imagination 
the Divinity which, in some mysterious fashion, is at 
once, as it were, the fountain of the love principle 
and the destination of that principle as it works 
in our own nature. To suppose that the Higher 
Occultism, because it puts aside some of the crude 
fancies of humanity's childhood, embodies a hard, 
cold, or unsympathetic conception of Divine rule, is 
to misunderstand its whole significance more de
plorably ahnost than this unfortunate result can be 
accon1plished by any other misunderstanding. The 
essence of many religious conceptions may still be 
retained in our thought, even when their ecclesiastical 
presentation is put from us as out of date, and the 
complete grasp of the ideas I haYe been endeavouring, 
in the course of this essay, to suggest-thoughts so 
subtle that their clear presentation is a matter of ex
treme difficulty--will, for exa1nple, help to emphasize, 
rather than to discredit, one of the most beautiful 
phrases that can be borrowed from the literature of 
early religion. For our fn't~ will, with the help of 
impro\-cd enlightenment, 1nay enable us, in con
formity with the reign of law on the 1noral plane, 
to vindicnte the profound truth that fr<'e will, itself, 
is an dcrrwJ,t of I >i\ inity within our O\Yn nature, a 
pow(•r wlJich rnay render us, each in our turn, capablr, 
w a ctTt<IIJl ~~·nsl', of rising above all law, constrained 
though "t· 1tt:LV br·, by rdativ(' in:significance, to obey 
it for a tinw. I do not ITIL'an that any free \Yill of man 
can countervail any detail of the nwrallaw pervading 
the systen1 to which we lwlong; but just as a clear 
cmnprd1cn::;ion of physical law enables us to work out 
n·:-nlt~ on tht..: physical plane, of \Vhich we Inay be 
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definitely regarded as the authors, so the ultimate 
comprehension of the loftier law will enable us, if that 
figure of speech be permissible, to ascend to regions 
of existence in which we shall transcend its operation, 
vindicating the old familiar phrase, in my mind a 
moment ago, that in Divinity itself-not merely in 
the sphere of manifestation on which our potentialities 
may be developed-" we live and move and have our 
being." 



THE HIGHER OCCULTISl\I 

THE instruction given in ancient Greece to those 
who took part in the meetings at Eleusis-celebrated 
in history as the Eleusinian l\fysteries-related, as 
we have abundant reason to believe, to super-physical 
knovdedge concerning the higher planes of Nature, 
of the kind that has been freely promulgated amongst 
us in recent years. Such knowledge is that with which 
we are engaged in our study of the Higher Occultism. 
The eager pursuit of super-physical knowledge has 
been a leading characteristic of civilized intelligence 
for the last fifty years, within \vhich time multitudes 
have come to know that communication between this 
plane of life and that to which humanity passes after 
the death of the body is possible. But the great 
movement-having a wider scope than that which, 
important as its influence has been, is narrowed to 
the consideration of experiences i1nmcdiately following 
the physical life-the study of the Higher Occultisn1 
with which we are no\v concerned, originated \Vith 
the · fheosophical Society, the branches of which 
spread now over the \vhole world. This Society 
was, at all events as rrgards this country, the 
channel through which recent enlightenment has been 
poured, and thus it becomes necessary to glance back 
over the history of the current movement in order to 
appreciate the importance of the work it has been 
privileged to accomplish, as also in order to appreciate 
the dignity of the task which lies before it. And 
to do this effectually it is necessary to look back even 
farther than to those earlier beginnings of modern 
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civilization v;hen the knowledge that we have been 
enabled to handle so freely \vas already in the pos
session of a few, but guarded for these few, in accord
ance with what was then held to be an imperative 
necessity, by secrecy of the most rigid order. 

At a period long anterior to the establishment of 
the Eleusinian :Mysteries, similar teaching was 
undoubtedly conveyed to students of Occultism 
attached to Egyptian temples, and what we know 
now enables us to realize that there never has been a 
time in the history of mankind during which the 
evolving race was left entirely without guidance from 
those by whom the great laws governing the whole 
evolution were correctly understood. In the child
hood of the race, indeed, as we are now in a position 
to apprehend so clearly, such knowledge was only 
possessed by representatives of a more advanced 
evolution, trusted, under Divine Providence, with the 
regulation of the whole undertaking-with the nurture 
and education of the new race of which they were in 
charge. But gradually, as the 1nore advanced repre
sentatives of this race attained something resembling 
maturity of intelligence, a few amongst them, qualified 
by exceptionally rapid advancement, were privileged 
to share in the wisdom of their preceptors. In this 
\Vay, without having any detailed knowledge of the 
manner in which the progress was accomplished, 
we can appreciate, without the least shadow of un
certainty, the way in which the initiated adepts of our 
own human family first became organized as a distinct 
association, qualified by degrees to assume the re
sponsibilities originally belonging to the representa
tives of the superior race whose contact with humanity 
is dimly suggested in history by vague traditions of 
Divine Kings. But for many millenniums the Adepts 
of our humanity held it to be premature to share their 
wisdom ·with the indiscriminate multitude. The 
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Occult student is enabled to appreciate the con
siderations which induced them to maintain this 
reserve. All knowledge in varying degrees, according 
to its importance, is associated with varying degrees 
of moral responsibility. Putting the idea in language 
with which most of us are now familiar, the Karma 
of action, distinctly at variance with the loftier 
purposes of spiritual evolution, becomes terribly enl
phasized when such action is realized by the agent 
as in conflict with the Divine purpose. This idea is 
susceptible of elaborate expansion, but in its simplest 
form is the vindication of that policy of secrecy as 
applied to super-physical knowledge \vhich son1e of us 
familiar \Vith the publicity rightly attached to the 
progress of discovery in physical science, are some
times disposed to resent. Dealing, however, for the 
n1oment merely with the course of events, we have to 
recognize that all inforn1ation accessible to human 
research connected with those higher planes of Nature, 
concerning which we are now able to speak so freely, 
was as a matter of fact guarded from public dissemina
tion by the vows which, until very recently, precluded 
an initiate from disclosing the secrets of initiation. 

But we are now enabled to realize that knowledge 
forn1crly included amongst the secrets of initiation is 
knowledge of a kind which, sooner or later, every 
human heing must possess as a condition providing for 
his progress along the path of cyolution n1m·ked out 
for him by the great design. To appreciate the 
true importance of that Higher Occultism with the 
study of which we are now concerned, it is necessary 
that the full significance of the idea I have just en
deavoured to express should be grasped by everyone 
who takes part in such work as that we have' now in 
hand. Earli<'r i1npressious with reff'rence to the 
teaching conferred on students of Occultisrn in fonner 
ages, are generally to thl· efiect that such teaching 
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must have been intensely interesting, that it invested 
the possessor with powers of a kind unfamiliar to 
ordinary life, that it was something so desirable in 
itself that no personal sacrifices were allowed to stand 
in the way of those who aspired to it, that no perils 
daunted them, that no temptations of a worldly nature 
could turn them aside from its pursuit. All such con
ceptions were perfectly sound as far as they went, 
but they failed entirely to interpret the great pri
mary motive that inspired those who pursued occult 
knowledge with a correct appreciation of all that its 
acquisition signified. It is true that the Adept and, 
in a lesser degree, those who are advancing along the 
path leading to adeptship, acquire knowledge of 
transcendent interest, and powers the dignity of 
which cannot easily be exaggerated. But these 
re\vards are not those which the enlightened aspirant 
for adeptship is seeking in his long and laborious 
efforts to make progress in that direction. That 
which he soon learns to realize, if morally capable 
of continuous advance along the path he has chosen, 
is suggested by the simple truth that the path leading 
to adeptship is the condensed epitome of the whole 
design which Divine Wisdom has sketched out on 
an enormous scale for the ultimate progress of all 
humanity. The supreme achievements of adeptship 
establish those who attain it on the moral, intel
lectual, and spiritual level which .represents the 
culmination of all that is possible for the human race 
as such. Occult Science is so concatenated altogether 
in its vast entirety, that these great truths can only be 
fully grasped by those who have completely assimi
lated the teaching now available for all of us who care 
to profit by it, concerning the whole design in which 
the human race is involved. But all who have 
profited effectually by the literature of modern 
Occultism will be in a position to appreciate the 
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force of what I have just said, and even those who as 
yet are merely approaching the great study, under 
the influence of that sympathetic feeling for it now 
so widely diffused, \viii no doubt be able to catch the 
significance of the fundamental truth I have en
deavoured to express, and will thus be ready to 
perceive the manner in which the study of the con
ditions leading up towards adeptship casts a flood 
of light upon the future progress of the human race; 
while conversely, the study of the teaching we have 
been privileged to receive concerning the future 
destinies of the race, will invest progress towards 
adeptship with a dignity far greater than that assigned 
to it at an earlier period of thought, by observers 
who merely supposed that it was aimed at for the 
sake of its knowledge and its power. 

Reverting now to the course of events, we have to 
begin by contemplating the attitude of the advanced 
occultist towards the world at large, at a period 
anterior to the recent outburst of specific teaching. 
Of course it was obvious to those already on adept 
levels,. at any period of the past to which \ve may 
look back, that sooner or later the knowledge they so 
jealously guarded would have to be disseminated 
broadcast throughout the world. But their know
ledge also enabled them to perceiyc that the whole 
stupl'ndous scheme of human evolution \Vas suscept
ible of cliYision into t\YO great halves. It has been 
the; task of ElOdcrn interpreters of Occultism to 
dvscribe the characteristics of these two great phases 
of eYolution in considcrabl<: detail, and we know that 
throughout the first half of the process-frequently 
(k•scribcd as the downward arc of evulution~thc 
Divine purpose was gradually fulfilled by the differen
tiation of the diffused spiritual cncq,ry ani1nating the 
mHkrtaking, into specific centres of consciousness, 
these constituting, \Vhen devdopcd, hun1an Egos, 
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qualified to accumulate experience through a long 
course of successive incarnations, and gradually 
to arrive, in that way, at the midway station of the 
whole great journey, with no other duty, so to speak, 
up to that time, than those relating to their own 
individualization, to their acquisition of strength and 
capacity as separated entities each conscious of its 
own interests. Looking back indeed to earlier races 
of mankind anterior even to that mighty Atlantean 
race immediately preceding our own, we may realize, 
almost with surprise, from our present point of view, 
that the most sublime virtue we now are qualified to 
admire-and some of us perhaps, in some degree, 
qualified to aspire to-the virtue of unselfishness, did 
not even dawn as a conception on the human mind 
in the beginning. 

On the contrary, there was a stage, during the 
progress of humanity along the downward arc, when 
selfishness \vas the law of progress--of such progress 
as was then desired in accqrdance with the Divine 
purpose. But from the midway stage of human 
evolution onwards, new conceptions of right and 
wrong became possible. Of course the mid\vay stage 
was not reached by the whole human race simulta
neously, but a considerable number of millions may 
have been standing fairly in the front, by the time the 
Atlantean race had lived through half the period of 
the life assigned to it. And from that period onward, 
it became theoretically possible for those members of 
the human family who had most completely fulfilled 
the prograrnme of Nature up to that time to appreciate 
the loftier purposes of the further evolution awaiting 
them during the second half of the great evolu
tionary process-during the upward arc leading 
to\vards Divine perfection. 

\Ve do not know with precision how soon it became 
theoretically possible for the most advanced members 
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of our own family to receive, from the superior teachers 
who preceded them, the knowledge which we now 
handle so freely and describe as the Higher Occultism; 
but at all events, during the latter half of the Atlantean 
race some members of our own human family were 
enabled to appreciate the lofty design sketched out for 
their advancement, to detach themselves from the 
chaotic throng of their self-seeking contemporaries, 
and to establish here and there, even in that early 
world, centres of initiation from which their influence 
began in a faint, diluted fashion to radiate through 
the world, and to\vards which those whose spon · 
taneous interior progress had invested them with 
appropriate qualifications were drawn into the paths 
of higher knowledge. But millenniums had to accu
mulate until thousands were no longer adequate to 
record the progress of the years, before the adept 
fraternity could contemplate the possibility of dis
seminating the wisdom they possessed broadcast 
through the world. Some elevated moral principles, 
as the progress of mankind along the up\vard arc 
proceeded, were of a kind \vhich it \vas possible to 
convey with safety to the multitude, and that 
possibility found its expression in the foundation of 
all the great religions of the world \Vhich have einan
ated, as we see now without the possibility of mistake, 
from the \visdom of early adeptship. That su~gcstion 
nc('d not be held at variance with the belief which 
assigns a Divine origin to some religions of the kind 
r<'f(~rred to. Divine purposes are worked out in all 
cases through subordinate agencies, and the corn
prehension of this, in many ways, is one of the illuinina
ting discoveries that we are enabled to reach through 
the study of Occultisn1. But at all events, those who 
appreciate the spiritual and educational blessings con
ferred on humanity by religion, rnay readily erect 
on that pri1nary belief the further conception that at a 
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certain stage of human progress specific knowledge 
of spiritual science may, without offending against the 
dignity of religion, be super-added to it. And what 
we know now is that for some centuries, adept observers 
of human growth in this fifth race of ours-the first 
beyond the Atlantean on the upward arc of evolution 
-have been on the watch for indications which may 
show that an adequate number of those left hitherto 
to the simpler influence and guidance of religious 
thought, might become qualified for the reception in 
its entirety, or at all events, in considerable measure, 
of that spiritual science from which religion, in the 
first instance, had its rise. 

vVe can see now, looking back Ioo, 200, or even 300 

years, that some experiments were made by the adept 
experts of this science, to ascertain whether amongst 
ordinary humanity people were ripe for higher 
teaching in a sufficient degree to justify its public 
dissemination. To trace the details of these ex
periments would be a considerable task by itself, 
which indeed some of us have attempted to carry 
out by studying the life histories of distinguished 
occultists throughout the Middle Ages. But passing 
over that, for the moment, we have to recognize 
that until our own time such experiments were held 
to be unsuccessful, and so we come at last-along 
the train of thought I have been following-to an 
intelligent comprehension of the circumstances that 
prompted the recent outburst of teaching from adept 
sources. That teaching embodied in the earliest 
Theosophical books was itself experimental in its 
inception, but unlike previous attempts of a similar 
character, was crowned with success. Sufficient 
numbers of people in the modern world-or leaving out 
of account whatever has been done in the East, I may 
fairly say in this modern European world of ours
have shown themselves entitled, by the readiness of 
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their appreciation, to receive occult teaching in such 
abundant volume, that we stand now in a position, in 
that respect, of intellectual advancement, far exceeding 
the corresponding position reached by those who, as a 
privilege individually earned and guarded by VO\VS 

of secrecy, were taught something of the Higher 
Occultism when the Mysteries were celebrated at 
Eleusis. 



THE OBJECTS OF THE THEOSOPHICAL 
SOCIETY 

I .-THEOSOPHICAL " BROTHERHOOD " 

FROM time to time we may usefully review the gradu
ally improving conceptions we have been enabled to 
form concerning the grand purposes underlying the 
Theosophical Movement. The phrases in which 
these were ultimately crystallized do not (though this 
matters little) reflect the ideas present to the minds 
of those who, in 1875, did actually, in a certain sense, 
" found " the Society. At that time it was the 
result of interest excited among a small group of 
persons frequenting :Madame Blavatsky's rooms in 
New York, by the exhibition of her wonderful Occult 
powers. As Colonel Olcott explains in his Diary 
Leaves a lecture was given in September, 1875, at 
:\1adame Blavatsky'S rooms by a certain 1\Ir. Felt, of 
·whom we lose sight afterwards, on the Adept Magic 
of Egyptian priests. Colonel Olcott then suggested 
the formation of a Society to study this subject. 
That was done, and though the title "Theosophical " 
was adopted (doubtless under occult guidance), 
Colond Olcott at one time proposed to call it a 
'· l\Iiraclc Club." 

The vv·ord " Brotherhood " does not creep into its 
records till some years later. It was first used by 
::\Ir. C. C. l\1assey and his friends in London when they 
formed a British branch of the New York Society. 
Thty described its purpose as being "to discover 
the nature and powers of the human soul," and 
they went on to declare that they believed in " a 
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great intelligent First Cause and in the Divine 
sonship of the spirit of :Man, and hence in the immor
tality of that spirit and in the universal Brotherhood 
of the human race." Colonel Olcott took this hint 
and developed the idea in a new statement of subjects 
as follows: " ( 1) The study of Occult Science; ( 2) the 
formation of a nucleus of universal brotherhood; 
(3) the revival of Oriental literature." The word 
" brotherhood " was afterwards shifted into the first 
place, but it was always accompanied by the qualifying 
term "1\ucleus." It was not used, and should never 
be used, by Theosophists with the significance attached 
to it by those concerned with mundane politics or 
social reconstruction on the physical plane. The word 
in its theosophical meaning refers to the Unity of 
Divine consciousness on lofty planes of ~ature, 
and to the nucleus for the reflection of that Unity 
on the physical plane that may be formed by 
theosophical students who appreciate the teaching 
aright. 

The gross democratic meaning attached to the tern1 
" brotherhood " is an insult to theosophical teaching. 
The consciousness which expands into perfected 
humanity is, no doubt, in a subtle metaphysical 
sense identical in its nature with the consciousness, 
nut 1nerely of the hutnblcr classes in civilizl~d countries, 
hut with that also of the crocodile, the dog, the 
Australian ~avagt.~, and the l\Iaster of \Yisdotn. But 
this dot.·s not Incan that all Inauifested consciousness 
in whatever vehicle we find it is, therefore, invested 
with equal claiins on our 1·cspcct. It is invc:-;tcd 
with ,•qual clain1s 011 our sympathy, and that is how 
peopk who do not appreciate subtle distinctions 
drift into the n1isuse of the trrm " brotherhood." If 
the slwep and the guinea-pig are included in the 
universal brothrrhood, well and good, but wt: do not 
n::;k the sheep and the guinea-pig to contribute their 
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opinions to discussions of the suffrage question, for 
example. And that thought is a clue to the fallacy 
involved in regarding theosophical brotherhood as 
leading to political socialism. Theosophical teaching 
concerning human evolution shows us the human 
family at present at very different stages of develop
ment. It rescues us from the old-fashioned blunder 
-arising from the ignorant delusion that each new 
child is a new creation-to the effect that all have 
equal rights. According to a phrase classical in 
political writing, all are equally entitled to "life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," but with 
very varied claims on the privilege of shaping 
laws providing for the fulfilment of that fundamental 
idea. 

Thus, to let the formula in which the objects of 
the Theosophical Society are generally expressed distort 
the purpose of the movement to suit the purpose of 
any mundane theory of social reform is a very grievous 
blunder. From the beginning all qualified exponents 
of the Theosophicall\'Iovement have \\·arned us to keep 
clear of all political contamination. The Society may 
include persons of very varied political opinions, but 
within the Society their only duty is to study and 
promote the study of the super-physical spiritual 
science gradually unfolded for our benefit and through 
us for the benefit of all mankind. The fulfilment of 
that duty should be compatible with perfect harmony 
of feeling within the Society, where it is needless 
and undesirable to discuss varied beliefs as to how 
the physical \velfare of the community may be best . 
promoted. \Ye should not_'· furnish unsympathetic 
critics of our real work with an excuse for pretending 
to regard us as a body of people entangled with 
questionable schemes for subversive changes on the 
physical plane. 
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2.-THE STUDY OF COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS 

By those who concern themselves with it, this 
second " object " is liable to be misunderstood. By 
a larger number it is disregarded. It has a very 
definite purpose really. Briefly stated, that is, to 
bring out by such study the fact that at the basis of 
all religions worth talking of there are certain funda
mental ideas, more or less vaguely hinted at, which 
are clearly set forth in Theosophical teaching. Theo
sophical writers have sometimes too emphatically 
emphasized the idea that Theosophy is not a religion. 
Of course it is not, in the sense that it has no hard 
and fast creed of the kind that most religions adopt. 
But no one who really understands Theosophical 
teaching is in need of any other religion. A real 
comprehension of the Divine Hierarchy, and of the laws 
governing human evolution, covers the whole area of 
thought and emotion which any religion at its best 
can cover (besides covering a good deal more). Not 
on that account will any true Theosophist repudiate 
any religion with which by race or nationality he may 
be traditionally connected. Here we have a very 
pretty subtlety to consider. If any Theosophist 
identified by race, residence, and habits of thought 
with this country is asked the question, "1\re you a 
Christian ?" what should he answer? To say " No " 
(because in his inner consciousness he felt that occult 
wisdom superseded all religions having a definite 
name) would be misleading and in bad taste. 1\Iy 
answer in such a case would be, " Certainly; of 
course I am." I might go on to explain that I had 
no sy1npathy with the caricature of Christianity pro
vided for us by most of the European Churches, but 
that \Vould only be possible if the conversation were 
protracted. 

The idea to enforce is, that any one who takes 
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up any particular religion and makes a close study 
of that, embellishing its crudities as far as he can 
by the results of his own thinking, is not doing 
anything which resembles the fulfilment of the second 
object of the Society. On the contrary, he is pressing 
against it. The more he succeeds in recommending 
to respect and attention any particular religion in 
preference to others, the more he is tending to defeat 
the second object of the Society, the grand under
lying purpose of which-veiled rather than fully 
expressed by the formal enumeration of objects-is 
to convey to the large numbers of people now fit to 
receive it, the magnificent volume of knowledge con
cerning spiritual truth hitherto in the exclusive 
possession of the Elder Brethren of humanity. 

This could not have been done at a much earlier 
period. Clumsy religions, brutal bigotry, atheism 
(the result of disgust developed among the most 
intelligent by the stupidity of priests and clergy), 
all stood in the way. But the experiment was made 
in these latter years, and has been justified by partial 
success. l\1ultitudes all over the world do appreciate 
the gift of occult knowledge. Of course, besides these, 
many rush in without understanding the real purpose 
of the movement, caught by some phrase associated 
with it, into which they read their own prepossessions. 
They may impede the progress of the great work for a 
time, but there are forces behind this that must 
prevail in the end. Far beyond the limits of the 
Society the fascination of occult teaching is spreading 
through the cultured classes. To that growth we must 
look forward with confident hope, even if we, or 
some of us, get a little out of patience with mistaken 
ideas permeating the Society at this early stage of its 
existence. The Theosophical Movement is much 
bigger than the Theosophical Society, which must 
undergo great purification if it is, in future years, 



The Objects of the Theosophical Society 267 

destined to lead the Theosophical :Movement. The 
movement itself is pressing towards a period when 
advanced thinkers will not be comparing medieval 
religions, but will be comparing whichever of these 
appeals best to their sympathies, with the grand 
spiritual truths conveyed to them by the theosophical 
revelation-recasting their favourite religion, if they 
cling to it at all, in harmony with these truths. At 
the end there will be many who find in the teaching 
which we still call " occult " all the religion they need. 
Others will prefer to decorate it with some of the 
phraseology of their earlier faith. Thus ceremonial 
religions will survive by their various names, and in the 
Inidst of all there \:vill be a central block of thinkers, 
n1ore or less indifferent to ceren1onial, who will be 
content to call themselves " Theosophists," pure and 
simple. But the same ideas will permeate all groups, 
and great progress will then have been made in the 
development of that " brotherhood " the " nucleus " 
of which \ve, who understand our task, are called upon 
to " form " at this commencement of the stupendous 
religious construction, the beautiful results of which 
those adequately gifted with foresight can discern 
b~yond the horizon. 

3 .-THE POWERS LATENT I~ ~IA~ 

The third object of the Society is less liable to 
be Ini~uiHlcrstood than either the first or :'!l~COIHl, but 
is !J'-Thap5 tht· n10st in1portant, and, like any other 
idea expresscJ in concbe language, is open to various 
interpretations. It is fonnally stated in the:;c tcrn1s: 
" To investigatv the unt.;xplained law!.' of Xaturv and 
the powers latl'Bt in ~lan." These word;.. properly 
understood Inay be hd<l to inaugurate thf• study of an 
t·ntirdy new ~cience. Tlw ntistakv sonwti1nes made 
i~ to :;uppose that tlH·y nttTdy prcsr.ribe an atten1pt to 
._;ultivate hitherto undcvt:loprd faculties theoretically 
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latent in each of us. That, in most cases, would prove 
an extremely unsatisfying or disappointing pursuit. 
:Most people of this age and race have come into the 
present life without the potentiality of such develop
ment in themselves. As with every other attribute 
\Ve possess the potentiality of psychic perception can 
only exist as the product of some effort made in a 
former life. l\fany Theosophists accept en bloc the 
theory of Karma, and at once proceed to ignore it 
when they think of themselves. They are too often 
encouraged to do this by people endowed with psychic 
faculties who find these so natural and easily used 
that they cannot help thinking that anyone might 
acquire them by working for that end with sufficient 
earnestness of purpose. Volumes (reckoning such 
\\Titing in the aggregate) have been written to assure 
candidates for psychic development that if they will 
only" lead the life "-be ascetics in the matter of food, 
drink, etc., etc .-they will be able to verify Theosophical 
teaching for themselves. One might just as well tell 
a weak, undersized boy that by eating underdone 
beefsteaks and using the dumbbells he would make 
himself able to go into the ring and beat a prize
fighter. The boy's Karma has not endowed him 
with an athletic body, and he must be content to use 
it for pursuits it is adapted to deal with. 

Of course it is true that there are cases in which 
partially endowed persons may greatly stimulate 
their latent faculties. It is only a question of their 
Karmic condition. There are all degrees of this con
dition to consider. At one end of the scale we have 
people who are naturally psychic from childhood 
onwards, and who, if they take pains, develop into 
great clairvoyants and seers in mature life. At the 
other end of the scale we have those who, however 
gifted intellectually, morally, and physically, have no 
glimmering of psychic faculty and could not develop 
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that even if they made the struggle to do so the 
passion of a lifetime and ruined their health by 
asceticism. Between those two extremes there are 
all varieties of condition, and in some of these appro
priate effort may give rise to results. I will only 
add, as a personal conviction, that in no cases will 
the results ensue from fanatical rules about eating 
and drinking. The finest clairvoyants and psychics 
I have known-and I have been privileged to know 
a good many-are people who laugh at all such rules 
and eat whatever they find by experience keeps 
them in the best health. I am assured on high 
authority that that is the only sound rule to work 
with. Our bodies are the instruments we have to make 
usc of in this life, and whatever work we have to do, 
we can do it best by keeping the instrument in good 
order. It should go \vithout saying that no one 
\VOrth talking ab011t makes pleasure the test of 
what is best for him to eat or drink. 

But if it is useless for most people even to think 
of cultivating " latent " faculties in themselves, how 
does the third object affect them ? In an extremely 
i1nportant way ! The world at large knows nothing 
of the conditions that have been reached by some 
rnen1bers of the human family-that n1ay be reached 
eventually by all in some future life-and the work 
which Theosophists arc privileged to carry on is the 
disscn1ination of the knowlcdgl~ on this subject 
which they, if they avail themselves of the oppor
tunities for study which the Theosophical I\fovement 
has provided, are in a position to promote. The laws 
governing the gradual development of latent faculties 
in the human family to which we belong constitute 
a mighty science. I have said that we cannot all make 
ourselves clairvoyant, but \Ve can all, if we take 
advantage of our opportunities, becon1e proficient 
theoretically in that science; able to help on multi-



270 Collected Fruits of Occult Teaching 

tudes of others so far less privileged than ourselves. 
And that is certainly one way-I lean to think it is 
the only way-in which people who in the current 
life are beginning to be anxious about their latent 
faculties can really provide for their growth. 

Amplifying the above generalities, the first thing 
the true Theosophist has got to do is to understand 
the goal to be aimed at-in other words, the place 
in Nature, the condition and powers and functions 
of those whom ·we speak of now as '' J\Iasters of 
the \Vhite Lodge." I do not much like the phrase, 
but it will serve for the moment. In the early days 
of the movement we were all led to say to people 
thinking of joining the Society: '' It does not matter 
whether you believe in the Adept Brotherhood or 
not." And it did not matter then. We felt that 
membership in the Society would surely lead them 
sooner or later to acquire this essential belief. If it 
does not, they might really employ their energies 
elsewhere to better advantage. Do my readers 
realize, I \:Vander, how it came to pass that" Esoteric 
Buddhism " sent a thrill through the world on its 
first appearance? That was not merely or chiefly 
because the sketch it gave of occult science met an 
intellectual need, but because it made people think 
of the Great Adepts, and that gave them a chance of 
driving home a return current of thought. They 
cannot begin such intercourse. The first appeal must 
come from the aspiring human Ego. But once that 
aspiration is kindled, any results may ensue. 

Now, of course, those who profit by later theo
sophical literature may learn much more about the 
Masters than they could gather from the first book. 
That, like every other theosophical book I have ever 
looked at, is replete with imperfection, for we who 
endeavour to interpret the rudiments of occult 
science are working on the threshold of infinity. 



The Objects of the Theosophical Society 271 

But there is much known now that was quite unknown 
to the early leaders of the movement, about the 
White Lodge and the methods of approach to it, and 
those are the subjects and ideas people should concern 
themselves with if they desire, in an intelligent way, 
to carry out our third object-to " investigate " the 
laws of Nature governing the development of the 
faculties and powers latent in Man. 



THE BORDERLAND OF SCIE~CE 

.ASTRO~OMY, OVERT AND OCC'CLT 

1.-~EBUL.tE 

AN intelligent survey of our present knowledge 
and theories concerning nebulre seems to have been 
given lately to an American astronomical society 
by a :\Ir. Vincent Francis, and I find it reprinted in 
Popular Astronomy. The paper is illustrated by 
a fine photograph of the spiral nebula in Coma 
Berenices, which happens to show very clearly a 
condition of nebular growth that I have insisted upon 
before now, and which is entirely supported by the 
writer I am quoting. You can see in the photograph 
how the central sun is condensing first before the 
spirals break up into planets. The contrary view 
was the defect of the grand original Laplace discovery. 
Laplace conceived the nebula to condense gradually 
from the outside; rings being formed, the outermost 
first, the central sun being left to the last. By degrees 
it was perceived that this would be a very un-nature
like process. It was putting the cart before the horse, 
or the child before the parent. :Mr. Francis more 
properly talks of " the parent sun " in discussing 
nebular gro\vth. 

This whole department of astrono1ny has only 
been evolved since the development of the telescope. 
One may almost say, since the Huggins discovery 
that some nebulre give a purely gaseous spectrum, 
making it certain that they were not star clusters. 
Since then we have got on rapidly. It was found, 
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indeed, that some nebulre, certainly not resolvable 
into clusters, gave continuous spectra. Some con
sisted of glowing gas and some of solid particles. 
Then it became apparent that most probably all 
nebulre were spiral in their shape, and we approached 
the conception that central suns were forn1ed before 
the planets. Then (again with the help of Sir William 
Huggins) we got at a n1ean5, of ascertaining the motion 
of ncbulre in the line of sight. It is an old story now, 
but fascinating as ever. The dark lines in the spectra 
of stars are sometimes displaced a little as compared 
with those of similar bodies in the laboratory. If 
they are displaced towards the red end of the spectrum, 
that means that the star is receding from us. If they 
are displaced towards the violet end, that means 
that the star is approaching us. The light waves are, 
in fact, in the one case crushed together, in the other 
drawn out. Recent work with this method at the 
Lowell observatory has shown that the great Andro
meda nebula is approaching us at the rate of 300 

kilometres per second, and other nebulre show still 
higher velocities. But they are so far off, hopelessly 
beyond the reach vf parallax, almost too far for guess
work, that son1e astronon1ers incline to think them 
outside our Universe altogether, an unacceptable 
guess in my humble judgn1ent. The great nebula in 
Orion is, of cours(', the biggest. It covers a region of 
space not less than one which light ~would only cross 
in forty years. But we cannot suggest a n1aximurn 
limit of its 1nagnitude, because we have no notion how 
f<tr off it is. \Vhen we call it the nebula in Orion, \VC 

n1erdy 1nean that we can sec it if we look in tlu~ 

dirt~ctiou of Orion. How far it rnay be behind the 
stars of that group is wholly uncertain. 

How do we ~rc it ? Is it sclf-lurninous ? Tlwn' 
is n~ason to assunH' that tlu~ rnatter of \vhich it con
sists is rarer than the rare:st vacuurn we can crr:tte 

I.:> 
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here by instrumental means. How can such attenu
ated matter emit light ? That is one of the puzzles 
we have still to deal with in connection with this 
subject. But Ineanwhile it seems pretty clear that 
there are some neb.ulre that do not shine, dark nebulre 
that play some mysterious part in the vast econo1ny 
of Kature. The nebulous matter that almost sur
rounds the Pleiades is assumed to be dark in the 
sense of not being self-luminous, because its spectrum 
is identical 'vith that of the stars to which it belongs, 
indicating that it shines with reflected light. Then 
the behaviour of Nova Persei, the star which suddenly 
blazed out in the constellation Perseus in 1901, sug
gested the existence in that connection of a vast 
dark nebula. It lighted up a region of the sky, the 
Inagnitude of which forbade the idea that there had 
been any transmission of matter across that space. The 
phenomenon could only be due to the velocity of light. 

The paper before me makes favourable mention 
of the "planetesmal" theory, that has been much 
discussed of late in scientific reviews, bracketing it 
with the theory that nebulre that show planetesmal 
knots or nuclei have originated from the collision of 
,,·orn-out suns. Possibly! There is reason to suppose 
that such collisions are among Nature's methods in 
starting a new nebula, but it is just as easy to assign 
planetes1nal knots to the aggregation of matter within 
the spirals of a nebula after it has been started in 
business by some other device-the condensation of 
etheric matter from infinite space, for example. 

One word more \Vhile on this subject concerning 
a theory that some astronomers have favoured to the 
effect that nebulre, in some cases at all events, may 
be so remote that they constitute Universes outside 
our o\vn altogether. " Our " Universe, on that 
hypothesis, is the whole stellar system embraced by 
the :Milky \Vay, and shaped, in the aggregate, like a 
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tnillstone, the diameter greatly exceeding its thickness. 
1\ ebulre are more frequent in the direction of the 
thickness than in that of the diameter, and from that 
condition of things the hypothesis referred to has 
arisen. It has always seemed to me to rest on quite 
insufficient data, and I am glad to see that an American 
astronomer, Professor Barnard, dismisses it with 
confidence in its mistaken character. "We used to 
think," he says, "of these nebulre as being at such 
vast distances from us, much beyond the limits of our 
universe of stars. Photography has shown in many 
ways that though their distances must be great indeed 
they are often well this side of more distant stars, and 
that rnany of them, perhaps most of them, are ·within 
our stellar system, and are no farther away than some 
of the brighter stars." 

In connection with the services photography has 
rendered to astronomical science, Professor Barnard 
1nentions one that is new to me, though doubtless 
familiar to experts in that line. Comets, but faintly 
perceptible by the telescope and showing no tails 
to the observer, are seen to have tails by the photo
graphic plate. And such tails will sometimes be seen 
to drift away from the comet altogether, the plate 
fullo\ving thern for some days till they dissipate 
in space. That fits in beautifully with the theory that 
cunH't:;' tails consist of minute particles driven off 
1 'Y light pr('ssure frorn the Sun, though we have to take 
into account evi<:lence afforded by the plate that 
cbanges take place in the structure of comets' tails 
~ 1•pan~ntly due to forces crnanating from the con1et 
it: elf. 

2.-\YITHIN OR BEYOND OUR C'NIVERSE? 

The American nmgazine Popular Astronomy is a Ycry 
~l'rious publication, claiming re:;pectful attention, so 
I haYc been rnuch interested in a statement I find 
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in the last number, concerning the well-known and 
beautiful globular cluster in Hercules. This is one 
of the most 'vonderful objects in the heavens when 
seen through a fine telescope. It consists of thousands 
of suns aggregated together in dense mass, so that the 
light of all those situated towards the middle is 
blended in one mighty glow, only those towards the 
periphery of the stupendous assemblage being dis
cernible as separate points of light. Now it appears 
that one astronomer, 1.\Ir. Harlow Shapley, of the 
Mount Wilson Solar Observatory, has arrived at the 
conclusion-by what process of reasoning we are not 
told-that the cluster is distant from us to an extent 
that would make its parallax (if it had one) o"·ooo 1. 

Its distance from us, therefore, would be Ioo,ooo light 
years, and its diameter 1 ,ooo light years. According 
to this calculation, says Popular Astronomy, " the 
cluster is thus another sidereal universe external to 
our own." Of course some astronomers have always 
been inclined to think that some of the nebulre 
are in this way other universes-a view I have always 
been disinclined to adopt. Mr. Pickering, I see, who 
contributes to the magazine just quoted an article 
on " the sixty finest objects in the sky," merely 
mentions the cluster in Hercules as a very fine object, 
and does not discuss Mr. Shapley's calculation. But 
he treats the fact that most of the clusters lie within 
5 to 30 degrees of the Galactic equator as adverse 
to the theory that they are objects lying beyond the 
Galaxy, " although such may nevertheless be the 
case.'' 
~ow the line of thought that seems to me more 

definitely adverse to the theory has to do with in
finitudes of various unthinkable orders, taken in con
junction with ideas suggested by the visible facts of 
our own Universe. By that last phrase I mean all 
the millions of visible stars embraced by the :Milky 
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Way. The actual diameter of the space included by 
that wonderful girdle is a matter of conjecture, but 
roughly the Milky \Vay is often spoken of as probably 
about 50,ooo light years away fron1 us in either 
direction, assuming that we are somewhere near the 
centre of the whole system, there or thereabouts. 
Now planetary distribution within the Solar System 
shows us outer planets set at ever increasing dis
tances from the central Sun. V·le have not yet worked 
out any map showing the distribution of Solar Systems 
in the Universe, but the old Hermetic philosophers 
had a favourite saying, " As below, so above." It 
is applicable to many observed facts of ~ature, and if 
W<' start with the assumption that in the infinities 
of space there may or must be other universes, the 
probability would be that they are dispersed in space 
on principles resembling the dispersal of planets within 
the Solar System. 'The nearest planet to the Sun is 
many times as distant as the Sun's diameter. The 
nearest external universe to us ought on the same 
principle to be many times the distance of our Uni
verse's diameter, and that, as I have said above, is 
guessed at about roo,ooo light years, so the nearest 
external universe ought to be rnuch rnore than that 
distance away. It sounds ridiculous to talk of 
roo,ooo light years as an incredible measurement by 
reason of being too little, but in talking about universes 
we Inu::;t think in tt•rms of infinitude. 

All this, I grant, is in the region of the most un
practical thinking in which we can indulg<', but that 
i:; one of the fascinating attributes of astronOiny
it take.:; us outside tht! area of low-down practicalities. 

3 .-PLA~ETS, STARS .\'\D .. \TO~IS 

Lik<: other sciences astron01ny wa;-; paralyzc·d by 
tlu· \\ar, and very little new work \\n-; acc01nplished 
during its progress. But sorne ob=-!..!rYatious were 
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directed to the question whether the satellites of 
Jupiter revolve on their axes or keep only one face to 
their august primary. To be more rigidly accurate: 
do they rotate on their axes only once in the period 
of a revolution round the primary, or more often? 
The question is full of interest, because it is always 
cropping up in reference to the interior planets, Venus 
and :Mercury, and has a very important bearing on all 
speculation as to life in other worlds. The one 
celestial body that undoubtedly turns only one face 
to its primary is our own moon ; but by common 
consent the moon is to be regarded as a dead planet, 
whether we accept (what seems to me) the foolish 
theory that it is a fragment of the earth torn off 
at an early stage of our planetary life, or the other 
theory that it is really the remains of an older world 
than ours, the outer casings of which were melted 
off when the nebular condensation that gave rise to 
our world was in progress. Now we cannot frame 
any corresponding hypothesis that would account for 
the satellites of Jupiter. Let me remind the reader 
of what we know about them. 

Leaving out of account the later discovered exterior 
satellites outside the familiar four-and these may 
be n1erely masses of meteoric matter caught by the 
attraction of Jupiter-the well-known four are bodies 
of considerable magnitude. The two innermost, Io 
and Europa, to give them the names that have been 
assigned to them, are somewhat smaller than our 
moon, the two outer ones, Ganymede and Callisto. are 
somewhat larger. These have been the subject of 
study by JYir. Waterfield of the British Astronomical 
Association, and he thinks he has discerned markings 
which show that Callisto always turns the same face 
to Jupiter, while Ganymede, the outermost of the 
four, does not seem quite to do this, but has a period 
of rotation fifty-nine minutes less than the period of 
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its revolution round the primary. It see1ns pre
sumptuous to criticize the conclusions of an astronomer 
using powerful instruments, but this theory about 
tidal action-the assumed cause of the single rota
tion idea-is so much in fashion just now that 
one can well believe observers falling in with it, 
prone to discover evidence in its favour. My main 
objection to it turns on very broad principles which 
seem to underlie all reasonable theories of the Uni
verse. So far as observation enables us to check the 
conception, the purpose of manifestation on the 
physical plane is to provide for the activities of life. 
All intelligent thinkers have long since got beyond 
the primitive notion that the Earth is the only in
habited world; that the Sun and stars exist merely 
for our sake. \Ve need not jump to the conception 
that all other worlds are inhabited by beings just like 
ourselves, but the more closely we study the Earth 
the n1ore we find it teeming with life of one kind or 
another in every corner, life in forn1s adapted to the 
1nost varied conditions of heat anq cold. Directly 
faith lifts us above blank materialisn1 it becomes inl
possible to rest content with the idea that any of the 
othl~r planets of the Solar System arc mere purpose· 
less 1nasscs of dead matter. They must be theatres of 
life of one kind or another. 

?\o\v the theory about turning one face to the 
prin1ary has even been applied to the Interior planets 
(,f our system. Venus and ::\Iercury are supposed 
by so1ne astronon1crs to turn only one face to the Sun. 
But this arrangcnwnt \vould make them unfit to be 
the theatres of life of any kind. One part \vould be 
burnt to a cinder, and the other frozen to an un
in1aginable dC'gree. The theory as applied to Venus 
and ::\[ercury is an insult to the hannonies of ~ature, 
and if observers think they havt~ detected markings 
the n1otions of which sccn1 to in1ply the single rota-
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tion arrangement-! do not say tant pis pour les 
faits, but tant pis pour the current interpretation of 
the facts. As regards the satellites of Jupiter it is 
true, even though they should really turn one face to 
the primary, they \vould in their revolution round 
him turn all faces in succession to the Sun, so such 
light and warmth as they get from him \vould be 
evenly diffused. On the other hand, as against 
Mr. \Vaterfield 's contention, we have to take first the 
all but universality of the habit celestial bodies have 
of turning on their axes. Secondly, the Jupiter 
satellites, whatever their origin may have been, are 
certainly not what our satellite is, remains of a 
world older than the primary. They are four inde
pendent bodies of considerable magnitude, and we 
must await the development of our knowledge to 
a far higher level than we have yet reached before 
expecting to comprehend their beginnings. "We 
are ancients of the Earth," etc., and the expansion of 
our faculties since the days of King Alfred have 
bridged the spaces of this world in a way that would 
have indeed seemed unthinkable for the earlier 
ancients of that time. Another advance of corres
ponding importance may enable us, or our successors, 
to cross in consciousness the spaces of the Solar 
System. 

In another direction of astronomical research some 
A1nerican attention has been turned to Star Clusters, 
with results rather too speculative to command 
unqualified trust. \Vorking with calculations based 
upon apparent magnitudes and probable (!) real 
lun1inosities, one observer of the great cluster in 
Hercules assigns to it a parallax that would give the 
distance across the cluster as 1 ,Ioo light years. The 
calculation is used to fortify the conjecture that such 
clusters are distant universes lying in space apart 
fro1n our Universe, bounded by the 1\Iilky \Vay. 
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Except as giving us enormous m'!-gnitudes to think 
about, speculation of this order hardly seems in
teresting. 

META-SCIENCE 

We recognize " metaphysics " as a formless realm 
in which the mind may wander and be free of the 
tiresome regulations that in1pede thinking when we 
are concerned with Science. But as the intelligence 
of the world expands, may there come into recognition, 
by degrees, a variety of thinking that shall be called 
" meta-science," based on a gradual comprehension 
of natural law extending beyond the realm of matter? 
An article on " Fatalism and Destiny " in the Times 
Literary Supplement, just published as I begin to write, 
suggests this question. The author of the article 
reaches no definite conclusions, and is mainly con
cerned with putting aside, in an attitude of lordly 
superiority, what he assumes to be a tendency among 
soldiers engaged in the war to adopt the theory of 
fatalism. Such theories " are strange, because they 
seem like the intrusion of a forgotten human nature 
into the rational body of our beliefs." The soldier 
in the midst of exploding shells is graciously pardoned 
for taking refuge in fatalisrn, and the author wanders, 
for thret.' colurnns, around the subject, somehow 
finding c01nfort in a distinction between fatalism 
and " destiny," the value of which may not be very 
clear to the reader. 

Xow it is quite true that the war has n1ade the 
whole subject, and many other:; that cling to it, n1uch 
rnore insistent in their demand on attention than 
tlwy used to be in the ancient days of peace. And 
the wave of interest in super-physical research and 
speculation that is spreading through the intellectual 
world has a force that seen1::; lik·~ly er~ long to bear 
duwn the affectati1 m that tl11 ~ rww:..;papcrs, as a rule, 
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still rnaintain-the pretence of assuming that all 
attempts to penetrate the unseen mysteries of Nature 
represent the foolishness of weak minds to be laughed 
out of court by the sane man in the street. People 
who have lost dear relations in the war are not easily 
\Varned off inquiries that may throw light on their 
fate. And when they make inquiry they find that 
belief in the possibility of getting definite news from 
those \vho have " passed on " is not confined, as they 
had been told, to weak-minded women and fraudulent 
fortune-tellers, but is held as a solid conviction by a 
large number of the most eminent men of the time. 
Then they are duly impressed. Such books as Sir 
A. Conan Doyle's New Revelation, Sir \Villiam Barrett's 
Threshold of the Unseen, and Sir Oliver Lodge's Ray
nwnd, and scores of earlier volumes of equal value and 
dignified authorship, make the old-fashioned attitude 
of supercilious contempt for Spiritualism too ridiculous 
to be kept up much longer even in Fleet Street. So 
we may be approaching a time when metaphysics 
of the old-fashioned order-vague speculation about 
the nature of Thought, and the intangible philosophies 
of Hegel or Schopenhauer-will make way for the 
development of a meta-science based on as definite 
a foundation of fact and acquired knowledge as the 
sciences concerned \vith the laws governing Matter. 
As for the fatalism of the gallant soldier taking his 
chances with the shells, if that fortifies his natural 
pluck we may well be content to let it alone, and 
perhaps meta-science will show the looker-on that 
even if the hostile shell bears no definite address, the 
long run makes it a matter of little ultimate conse
quence whom it hits. 1\Ieta-science seems to indicate 
(even in its present stage of development) that 
" no life is found, which only to one engine bound, 
falls off but cycles always round." Tennyson did not 
stop, when he wrote the Two Voz"ces, to work out all 
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the consequences of this hypothesis, but an1ongst 
others it suggests that even if no fatalism guarantees 
the justice of each individual death on the battle .. field, 
compensation in the long run is mathematically certain. 
And that view has the incidental recommendation 
of making the Free-will of humanity the ultimately 
dominant force in our progress through the ages. 

The most troublesome impediment in the way of 
meta-science progress arises from the irritation many 
otherwise intelligent people feel when asked to pay 
attention to some alleged occurrence that does not 
fit in with previous knowledge. When new pheno
Inena, like the penetrating power of Rontgen rays 
or the susceptibility of electric waves in the ether to 
be detected by suitable instruments, can be reproduced 
at pleasure, the irritation soon disappears, and the new 
discovery passes into the region of common know
ledge. But sometimes a new discovery, though 
genuine, may for a time be elusive. Consider for a 
moment the phenomena of mesmerism, now passing 
into use in medical practice, though very imperfectly 
understood. The will of the mesmerist can be proved 
as often as you like to have a definite effect on the 
patient, but by reason of not knowing how it operates, 
irritation prevents the man in the street from be
lieving the fact, though he n1ight just as well disbelieve 
in the aurora borealis. But in truth few subjects 
on which we can speculate are more attractive to the 
meta-scientist than the rationale of the hu1nan will. 
People generally do not stop to consider that it is 
really the original cause of almost everything that 
is accon1plished in physical life. Ko house has ever 
been built, no machine has ever been constructed, 
unh.:ss to begin \vith so1nc hu1nan will had started 
the activities required to rnatcrialize the idea. But 
when it n1erdy controls the bricklayer (through th<· 
intcnncdiation of wages), and n1atrrializes itself by 
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slow degrees, people lose sight of the fact that Will 
has been the origin of the result. Future science has 
got to ascertain whether there may not be some more 
direct way of bringing \\rill to bear on matter. 

ATOMS AND ETHER 

I have referred from time to time to the theory that 
the electron is an atom of electricity supported (in 
the beginning at all events) by Sir J. J. Thomson and 
Sir Oliver Lodge. I have ventured to repudiate 
that theory in favour of its rival-the theory that the 
electron is an atom of ether carrying a definite charge 
of electricity. Of course, I am very far from being 
alone in dissenting from the views of the dignified 
authorities just mentioned, but the atomic theory of 
electricity must be regarded so far as the more 
orthodox view of the two, and a recent number of 
Nature actually heads an article with the words: 
"The Atom of Electricity." Now, of course, one 
difficulty in the way of general acceptance for the 
etheric theory of the electron arises from the vievt 
that has been widely entertained concerning the 
constitution of the ether itself. According to that 
conception the attributes of the ether embody a mass 
of paradox. It has been described as non-molecvlar, 
denser than the densest metals and yet utterly in
tangible to our senses, perfectly frictionless, inter
penetrating all matter, which is at the same time 
passing through it with planetary velocity. Then 
this mysterious medium, at once denser than the 
densest solid, and less so than the finest gases, is 
undulating all the time at rates which paralyze imagi
nation, and giving rise to all the sensations of light 
and colour. 

But are we incapable of framing any theory that will 
fit the facts better than the ultra-dense non-molecular 
theory? The great Russian chemist, Mendeleeff, 
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answered that question some years ago in a book that 
attracted at the time less attention than it deserved, 
while now, in the midst of the electron controversy, 
it really clamours for attention. It is called A 
Chemical Conception of the Ether. I will endeavour 
to explain the argument, content to say, first, that 
there can be no one in the scientific hierarchy great 
enough to treat any Yic,,·s of l\iendeleeff's ·with 
disdain. He was the originator of the universally 
accepted periodic table of the elements, an arrange
ment which groups them in octaves in a way some
what resembling the grouping of musical sounds. 
The elements in each recurring octave show attri
butes corresponding to those of the previous octave. 
The discovery of this relationship has given rise to 
many other discoveries, for there \vere gaps in the 
periodic table as first drawn up on the basis of such 
knowledge as was then at our disposal. These gaps 
pointed to the probability that there ought to be 
elements that would fit them, and ·with that clue, one 
by one most of these have been discovered. 

\Vithin recent years, however, the discovery of 
the inert gases of the atmosphere-argon, helium, 
krypton and the rest-presented chemists with a new 
puzzle. There was no place for them in the periodic 
table. 1\Iendeleeff, in the book I have named above, 
finds the difficulty Increly the introduction to a new 
and brilliant hypothesis. All these inert gases 
fonu a new group or colu1nn by themselves, and their 
atomic weights fit in with this arrangement. But 
there are gaps in the ne\v column ! To make the 
arrangement syn1mctrical there should be two bodies 
lighter than heliu1n. And this condition of things 
hannonizes with a belief ~Iendcl<~eff tells us he has 
long entertained that there ought to be two " ele
ments," as yet unknown to science, lighter than 
hydrogen. He boldly fills up these two gaps \vith 
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bodies x and y, and x, the lighter of the two, he 
suggests, is the Ether l 

This presentation of the idea by such an illustrious 
representative of orthodox chemistry as Mendeleeff 
\viii be of fascinating interest to a group of thinkers on 
subjects of this kind, towards whom, though they may 
seem as yet in the vanguard of wild speculation, my 
sympathies are inclined to lean. According to that 
view the ether is the ultimate form of physical matter, 
fron1 which all the familiar varieties of matter are 
derived. This view establishes the ether really as 
the " protyle " of Crookes' famous hypothesis as to 
" the Genesis of the Elements." It seeins to me that 
with Mendeleeff's help we are bringing a lot of previously 
scattered conceptions to a common focus. Arguing 
from the analogies of the other columns, l\1endeleeff 
assigns to x,or the ether,an atomic weight (a maximum 
value) of o· r 7. Probably, he says, the weight is far 
less, as analogy suggests that its n1olecule contains 
only one atom. To interpret the argument would 
involve the use of mathematical formulre that would 
be out of place here, but it helps to explain the 
fact that the ether pervades all space, disregarding the 
attraction of planets. The velocity of its atomic 
vibrations would enable it to overcome gravitation. 
And the din1ensions of the etheric atoms would be of 
such a minute order that they obviously may provide 
a rna terial basis for the unit charge of electricity 
described as the electron, \vhile this view of the 
whole subject gets rid of what has always seemed to 
me the 1nonstrous absurdity of treating force as atomic. 
One might as well talk of an atom of gravitation. 

ATOMS AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS 

Science has so long been commandeered for the 
service of the war, that in reference to some of its 
pre-war achievements it has failed to make further 
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progress. Especially is this the case in connection 
with the study of the electron, so that a view I have 
long held. to be a delusion, and have often ventured to 
describe as such, still commands general acquiescence. 
I rejoice, therefore, to observe in America the dawn 
of a clear understanding as to the real place in Nature 
of that elusive particle. Sir J. J. Thomson and 
others still persist in regarding it as an atom of 
electricity. A long and, as it seems to n1e, an ex
tremely intelligent article appears in The Scientific 
Am,erican, under the heading, "The Relations of 
~latter and Ether." That all atoms of physical 
matter, even the finest, those of hydrogen, are built 
up each of many electrons, is a practically estab
lished fact, though opinions still differ widely as to the 
number of electrons in each. Anyhow, these are sup
posed, quite correctly in all probability, to move 
about freely within the space included by the atom, 
just as the planets of a solar system move about 
within the space embraced by each solar system. 
The article before me recognizes the electron as thus 
the unit of physical matter, ,,·hile agreeing that it is 
also-or represents also-the unit volun1e of electric 
force. It has a dual aspect. I must here quote a 
few lines fro1n the article to show how the writer 
~lides into the vie'v I have always maintained. " A 
question of mon1cnt here arises. Can the corpuscles 
of the ether, its unit particle, be s1naller than this 
vastly Ininute particle of matter? Arc we not 
warranted in suggesting that these may be in the 
san1c category so far as size is concerned? Yet if 
this is admitted as probable we cannot stop here. 
If these excessively minute particles, the electron 
and the ether corpuscles, nrc similar in size, Inay they 
not be sin1ilar in other directions ? In short, may 
they not be identical ?" 

On the basis of this 1nore than reasonable hypo-
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thesis, the writer goes on to draw various inferences. 
We start with the conception of the ether as atomic 
in its constitution and filling all space-the raw 
material from \vhich all physical matter is built up. 
May it not be susceptible of existence in diff~rent 
states as physical matter exists in the three states, 
solid, liquid, and gaseous ? Then the atomic con
dition in which it fills all space and transmits the 
vibrations of light and heat would be its gaseous 
condition. In its liquid condition it might roll up 
into drops analogous to those of water, and become 
atoms of physical matter ! I do not find that idea at 
all helpful. A much simpler and more natural vi~w 
treats the aggregation of etheric atoms into physical 
molecules as a process accomplished by stages. 
Atomic ether does not appeal to our physical senses. 
Evidently there must be some minimum number of 
etheric atoms in a molecule to render it so qualified. 
Aggregations of lesser number would still remain im
perceptible to our senses. But it would be extra
vagant to assume that ~ ature has no activities outside 
those limits. The minor aggregations of etheric 
atoms that do not come within the range of our 
senses must constitute so many varieties of molecular 
ether! 

I have long been convinced that there are such 
varieties of molecular ether, and when this comes to be 
recognized it will open the door to a flood of new 
speculation concerning the phenomena of light, heat 
and colour. :More than this, it will put a new and 
greatly more nature-like complexion on theories 
concerning the radiations from the Sun. We are all 
familiar with the calculation showing that the heat 
radiations of the Sun are wasted to the extent of some 
ridiculous percentage, because so little of them can 
actually impinge upon the planets. Suppose no heat 
is really wasted !-that what we call heat is an effect 
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developed by the molecular ether .surrounding each 
planet; that the vibrations of the atomic ether of 
interstellar space are not heat at alii I am not 
daring to assert this. Future discovery may follow 
some quite different line, but the discovery of mole
cular ether-at present merely a profoundly plausible 
hypothesis-arising from the discovery of the electron, 
seems to me sure of accomplishment now- science is 
getting out of khaki after the war. 

Certainly we shall have to improve our present 
senses, or get some more, before we can expect to 
be directly cognizant of molecular ether, but we 
already deal with many natural phenomena beyond 
the range of the senses. Invisible light and inaudible 
sound are favourite subjects for scientific lectures. 
The ultra-violet rays can be detected by the photo
graphic plate; the note of a whistle, too shrill to be 
heard, can be observed by the sensitive flame. Over 
and above the debt that optics in the future may owe 
to the discovery of molecular ether, it may go a long 
way towards breaking down the habit of nineteenth
century science, which used to make it so scornful of 
everything it could neither see, hear, nor feel. For 
many rnen of science, and for multitudes whose beliefs 
arc based on personal experience, the new sen::;es re
quired to enable us to penetrate the n1ysteries of 
Nature farther than this has been done by tnerely 
phy~ical n'::;~·archcs, are rccognizt.!d as beginning to 
flicker about here and there, and arc loosely grouped 
undvr the title " clairvoyance." They are already 
available for scientific purposes. I hesitate uo longer 
to iuelude the subject in the range of scientific devclop
tnents, partly because-as Sir Oliver Lodge has put 
it-those who disbelieve in the existence of clairvoy
ance do not express an opinion, but merely show 
ignorance, and partly because my own experience has 
very fully confirmed tha view. Vaguely rnost people 

I~) 
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imagine that clairvoyance has to ·do with fortune
telling and ghost stories. In reality it is sometimes 
directed to genuine scientific research, and, for 
example, to the study of the atom. Along this line 
of inquiry it has been ascertained (if we treat the 
method as reliable) that the number of etheric atoms 
(or electrons) in an atom (or molecule) of hydrogen 
is I 8. Current scientific guesses on the subject 
vary so widely that some writers put the figure down 
as two or three, or even one, while others soar in 
imagination to the level of many thousands. The 18 
theory is supported along the line of research that 
gave rise to it, by the observation of other atoms 
besides those of hydrogen. :Many have been examined, 
and the result shows that in all such cases the larger 
numbers identified with heavier atoms, when divided 
by I 8. give the recognized atomic \veights of the 
substances in question. The discovery is full of deep 
significance. It shows the etheric atom, minute as 
it is, to be actually ponderable, and obviously 
supports the key number I 8. 

I freely grant that as yet the new senses required 
for scientific clairvoyance are so rarely found in 
adequate perfection, that they cannot be checked 
by use in different laboratories. But if a gradual 
pri·ma facie belief in their occasional existence gains 
ground, efforts will assuredly be made to cultivate 
the faculty where it exists in embryo, and by degrees 
true scientific research will certainly be pushed 
beyond that Threshold of the Unseen that Sir \Villiam 
Barrett \Yrites about with remarkable effect. 



ARCH .tEO LOGY 

RELICS OF ANTIQUITY 

FRO:\I Central America, south of :\lexico, as the country 
narrows towards the Isthmus of Panama, the peninsula 
of ·Yucatan stretches out eastward. It is not a 
region that tempts civilized immigrants. The climate 
is not specially unhealthy, but too hot to be pleasant. 
Its half-million or so of primitive inhabitants have 
no mineral wealth. Xature endows them \Vi.th 
rnahogany-trees and tolerates tobacco, cotton, and the 
sugar-cane; but the only product which ·~{ucatan 
;-;ells to the outer world is henequin, a kind of hetnp 
used in the manufacture of coarse sackcloth and 
ham1nocks. Yet from one point of view, that of the 
archreologist, Yucatan is one of the most interesting 
regions in the world. It links us with a past that lies 
far behind the few thousand years that engage thl' 
attention of the Egyptologist, and puts us in touch 
with a period of the Earth's history which used to be 
regarded as entirely tnythical, but has en1crgcd from 
that con1fortless moral atmosphere and is now accorded 
a ~ru< lging recognition by orthodox geology. The 
fundanwntal fact that the Atlantic basin n1ust onct• 
ha\T lwt n, for the most part, continental land, would 
no long-<:r offend any n10dern geologist. The idea 
used to bt~ ridiculed, but is now treated a~ a Innttcr of 
cour~t·. Plato, however, is so far ouly partially 
vindicated. Geology tolerates the theory that there 
tnu:>t once have been an Atlant<'an land, but declines 
to haYt~ anything to do with the theory that it wns 
inhabit~'d. This is the stage in the developrneut 
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of prehistoric knowledge at which Yucatan comes in. 
And I am tempted to deal with the subject because 
one number of the Scientific Anzerican has an article 
about the antiquities of Yucatan that may help to get 
attention focused on their enormous significance. 

Yucatan, says the writer, can well be called the 
American Egypt. The ruins of 172 cities, big and 
little, have been discovered, and not a quarter of the 
territory has been explored. Tropical' vegetation 
makes the work difficult. " You might pass within 
a hundred feet of a wonderful old temple or pyramid 
a hundred times, and not discover it, so effectively does 
the jungle screen these crumbling monuments of the 
distant past." The article goes on to tell us that 
some of these ruins must once have been large cities, 
with not less than half a million inhabitants in each 
one. The writer, who seems to have had personal 
experience, has found one pyramid the most in
teresting among all these relics of the past. The steps 
on one side are fairly well preserved, and at the top 
is a platform, which was the sacrificial altar. There 
the priests " cut out the hearts of living victims." 
In a great quadrangle at the foot of the pyramid 
the inhabitants of the city used to gather to watch 
" these festal doings." Around were the " palaces " 
of nuns," for whose special delectation the$e sacrifices 
'\Vere made. The nuns were the aristocrats of ancient 
:Jlaya society." 

The writer does not tell us from what authorities 
he derives his information, but anyone who wants to 
study the subject further '\viii find all he needs in the 
books of Dr. Le Plongeon (an American archreologist, 
though \Vith a French name), who devoted his life 
to the study of :Mexican, and especially Yucatan, 
antiquities, and did much more than merely describe 
remains. These, like the antiquities of Egypt, are 
covered to a large extent with inscriptions in hiero-
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glyphic character. The hieroglyphics seem the same 
as those used in Egypt, but the Egyptologists could 
make nothing of them. Egyptian hieroglyphics 
became intelligible when the Rosetta stone showed 
what language they spelled. But they certainly 
did not spell Coptic in Yucatan. The discovery of 
the language they did spell is the splendid gift Le 
Plongeon bestowed on the archreological world, and 
because the results offended the prejudices of the 
period (still clinging to the idea that Atlantis was 
a fable), they were never properly appreciated. But 
the scientific mind at the present day is more acces
sible to new views, which sometimes involve the 
restoration of very old views, and the stone inscriptions 
of Yucatan are already establishing some broad 
conclusions respecting the people of the old Atlantic 
continent, COinpared to whom the earliest Egyptian 
and Chaldean civilizations were recent stages of human 
history. In several places Le Plongeon came upon 
inscriptions plainly describing the final catastrophe 
that submerged the last great surviving fragment 
of the old Atlantean continent. The date of the 
catastrophe is even given with precision. It took 
place 8o6o years before the period at which the event 
was recorded. Plausible guesses as to the date of the 
inscriptions add about 3500 years to the 8ooo odd, 
so it was about gooo odd B.c. when the stupendous 
c.;ataclysrn took place. And that only affected the 
last then ren1aining fragment of the original continent. 
Yucatan again helps us to realize in some n1easure 
what it rnu:-;t have been in its entirety. I was once 
intirnate \Vith a friend, who has since passed away, 
\vho \Vas engaged in irnportant rnining operations in 
:Mt"'xico. II~~ told nw that in the course of explora
tions in that country and Yucatan, bits of an old 
road had been discoverl'd in the midst of what 
seen1ed primeval jungle. These made a dotted line 
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on the map which extended down through Yucatan, 
ending abruptly at the sea coast. But again, farther 
on, bits were discovered on islands lying out at sea. 
Evidently the old road connected the cities of Mexico 
and Yucatan with other important centres in regions 
now covered by the Atlantic Ocean. Inscriptions 
deciphered by Le Plongeon relate to events happening 
in that region. One of his books deals with the 
history of a certain " Queen 1\Ioo " of the far-away 
past, who was driven from her dominions by usurping 
brothers, and migrated by a long overland journey 
to Egypt, where among other doings she introduced 
the Sphinx as an emblem that had previously been 
what we should call the crest of her family. When 
the world is at leisure again to concern itself with 
1natters of mere intellectual interest, we may profit 
by renewed researches in Yucatan to the extent 
of framing a much more complete history of the 
.Atlantean period; but we shall have to get into the 
habit of thinking in millions, instead of thousands, of 
years before we can map out in our minds the 
stupendous periods through which human evolution 
has passed. Americans do things thoroughly some
times; and if they begin to realize that, while the 
youngest of the great nations in one way, they are also 
geographically the oldest, they may find it worth 
while to devote national efforts to the further develop
ment of the work which one of their own country
men, Le Plongeon, has begun so well. They arc 
apparently waking up to the interests of archreology 
if their leading scientific paper, the Scientific Americatt, 
can be regarded as showing the direction of the wind. 
Besides its Yucatan article, recent numbers deal at 
length with the antiquities of Ceylon, though these 
relate to the yesterdays of the world compared with 
the remains of cities and pyramids hidden in the 
jungles of Yucatan. 



CATACLYSIVIS AND EARTHQUAKES 

EvERYTHING, says a familiar proverb, comes to those 
who wait, even the vindication, at the hands of 
exoteric science, of information acquired from the 
great teachers of occultism, however widely this may 
seem, at first sight, at variance with conventional 
views. Within the last few years, something fresh 
has come out about earthquakes which has an 
important bearing on the physical history of this 
world, as interpreted by esoteric teaching and in
vestigation. Almost everything that stands written 
in encyclopredias and popular textbooks concerning 
earthquakes is now out of date, and under the highest 
scientific auspices we are introduced to a view of 
this subject that begins to be in harmony with 
Nature's records in reference to the great geographical 
catastrophes that from time to time have altered 
the face of the globe. 

The modern world is indebted to Japan for having 
done most up to the present time in the direction of 
elucidating the mystery of earthquakes. Certainly 
Japan has been better qualified than any other country 
to take a karling part in this investigation. It is 
tavourcd, if that phrase be admissible, with oppor
tunities for studying earthquakes which no othC'r 
country enjoys. On an average Japan endures 
three a day, not ahvays on the scale of that which, 
111 1891, destroyed ro,ooo lives, and involved the 
Govennnent in an expenditure of 30 1nillion dollars 
on repairs, but at all events of one kind or another. 
Perhaps for scientific purposes the little earthlluakcs 
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are most useful. When towns are shivering in ruins, 
and railway viaducts being tied up into knots, the 
1nost zealous seismologist may get confused in his 
observations. But anyhow, taking all sorts together, 
Japan has plenty of seismological material to work 
with. The examination of this has become an in
tellectual fashion in Japan, and a seismograph is as 
common an article of luxury in a Japanese household 
as a mantelpiece clock with us. The Government 
has liberally subsidized the investigation, and a 
distinguished English engineer for some time past 
occupied what may be called the Chair of Earthquakes 
at the Tokio University. 

Professor Milne, the engineer in question, has thus 
become the leading authority on earthquakes, and as 
such he lectured at the Royal Institution one Friday 
evening, a few years ago. In the hour he had at his 
disposal he did not survey the various hypotheses that 
have been put forward from time to time to account 
for earthquakes, but it may be worth while to glance 
at these here_, for the benefit of readers unfamiliar 
with the subject. 

The volcanic theory has perhaps been most in 
favour. Earthquakes, it has been assumed, have been 
underground disturbances that have not been near 
enough to the surface to break out as eruptions, but 
have nevertheless shaken and dislocated the upper 
strata. Another notion has been that they were due 
to the influx of sea-water into internal cavities in the 
crust of the Earth. Steam, at a high temperature, 
it was supposed, would be engendered in this way, 
and an earthquake would ensue on the principle of 
an explosion in a steam-boiler. Yet another theory 
suggested the reaction of certain chemical ingredients 
coining into contact in the interior cavities of the 
Earth's crusts. Gases at a high pressure were thus 
supposed to be developed, and hence the explosive 
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energy displayed. All these conjectures are equally 
dispelled by the results of the Japanese investigations. 
Professor Milne did not think it worth while even to 
notice the steam and chemical theories, but he paid 
the volcanic theory the compliment of a specific re
pudiation. We have arrived at the conclusion, he 
declared, that earthquakes have nothing whatever 
to do with volcanoes. They are not local phenomena 
at all, not due to causes engendered in the neigh
bourhood where they occur, but to great waves or 
pulsations to which the crust of the earth is con
stantly subject, the effect of which is not perceived 
unless some rupture ensues. The huge, slow waves 
or undulations are described in the new terminology 
of earthquake science as" bradyseismic "disturbances, 
and they are going on just as freely and steadily in 
quiet regions, where earthquakes in the ordinary 
sense of the word are unknown, as in regions like 
Japan, or the west coast of South America, where they 
are frequent. But now and then it happens that 
as the bradyseismic wave encounters some irregular 
resistance or weakness in the strata it disturbs, 
sornething gives way, something cracks, and then 
a shiver goes through the region where that occurs. 
Such a shiver may in a few moments destroy 
property worth millions, and lives by the thousand. 

Another influence productive of earthquake dis
turbance is described by Professor :Milne as a "secular 
crush and flow." Observation has shown how 
wonderfully responsive the solid earth is to changes 
of weight pressing upon it. The deposition and 
evaporation of dew in the evening produces a sensible 
1novement of the ground-sensible, that is to say, to 
the new and delicately adju~ted seismographs in use 
for such observations. \Vhat, then, must be the 
effect of the regular denudation of continents that 
is always going on, and of the deposition of the mud 
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carried down by rivers on the bottom of the sea ? 
The latest conjecture is that this pressure is sufficient 
to cause an actual flow of solid rock away from the 
regions of greatest pressure. We know, of course, 
that solid and viscous are merely relative expressions. 
Treacle is only more viscous than lead, which in the 
ordinary course of bullet-making is now squeezed, 
cold, out of holes by hydraulic pressure, and flows 
like so much putty. Lead is only more viscous than 
steel. Ice, it is now suggested, is only more viscous 
than granite. Every solid substance is viscous in 
one degree or another. Imagine a thick, evenly 
spread bed of soft clay; then imagine a weight put 
down on any part of the surface. One sees at once 
that the weight would sink into the clay, more or 
less, and that part of the clay beneath would be 
squeezed out laterally, heaving up the surface else
where. Th8.t is just what takes place in connection 
with the secular flow of the Earth's lower strata, and 
here we get into relations with a second great cause 
of earthquakes, the effect of which, in causing a 
rupture of the superior strata somewhere, is similar, 
apparently, to the effect of the bradyseismic wave. 

As a matter of fact, earthquakes are most numerous 
in those parts of the world where the seashore falls 
very abruptly into deep ocean. That occurs to the 
eastward of Japan, and also on the western side of 
South America. But one of the most interesting facts 
now brought to light is that wherever an earthquake 
takes place the shock of it is really felt all over the 
rest of the world. The vibration passes, apparently, 
through the solid body of the Earth. We must leave 
off talking about the crust of the Earth. That phrase 
is derived from an early hypothesis that has been 
discredited for a long while-that has been at variance 
with all the physical teaching permeating theosophical 
information, and is now clearly untenable in the 
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light of the new seismology. The whole body of the 
Earth is plainly capable of transmitting vibrations of 
the kind that are transmitted by matter of the utmost 
rigidity. There is evidence to show that the earth
quake waves are communicated from one part of the 
world to another with definite velocities, and they do 
not make ·their way round the globe, they pass 
through it by the most direct line that can be drawn 
from one point to another. The rate at which the 
vibrations are transmitted is extraordinarily high, in 
some instances approaching a speed of twelve kilo
metres per second, or double the rate at which a wave 
of compression could pass through steel or glass. 
Further than this, if this direct line passes only 
through a shallow segment of the Earth, the rate of 
transmission is less rapid than if it passes through a 
greater mass. That is to say, the most rapid trans
Inission would be straight through, from any given 
point to its antipodal point. I say " would be " 
because up to the present time seismological ob
servations have not been carried out extensively 
enough to have provided for antipodal stations 
corresponding to the regions of most frequent dis
turbance, but the character of all observations that 
have been n1ade at places widely separated indicates 
an increasing velocity in direct ratio with the depth 
through the earth followed by the course of trans
mission. 

The trustworthiness of the inferences already 
arrived at as regards the rate at which the vibrations 
travel, is shown by the fact that already it is possible 
to tell, from observations in England, at \vhat 
1non1ent an earthquake has taken place in Japan. 
At Professor 1\Iilne's seismological observatory in 
the Isle of \Vight, he has been enabled on some 
occasions to anticipate the announcements of the 
telegraph in reference to earthquakes In Japan. 
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Once he announced-before any telegraphic news 
had been received-that such an event had taken 
place on a certain date, at such and such an hour 
and minute. When the news came in the ordinary 
course of things, it turned out that he had been right 
within an error of one minute only. In another case, 
when the papers announced that a great earthquake 
had taken place at Kobe, his instruments had given 
no indications to correspond. He declared the news 
to be inaccurate, and in due time it turned out to 
have been without foundation. 

The importance of all this as bearing on questions 
in which theosophical students are interested, has 
to do with the light it throws on the old standing 
question of cataclysms. The drift of conventional 
scientific thinking for some time past has been in 
the direction of what geologists call uniformity. We 
do not see cataclysms going on around us at present, 
but \Ve do see the gradual operation of forces that 
over very long periods of time may be supposed 
capable of superinducing the changes of land and 
water distribution that must assuredly take place. 
Rain and the rivers are continually washing down 
the soil of continents to the sea. In this \vay ocean 
beds are being filled· up, and existing land surfaces 
denuded. Shores in some places are being eaten 
away by the sea, and in other places slowly raised, so 
that former beaches are now hoisted half-way up 
high cliffs. In time, it is supposed by the uniformi
tarians, these gradual processes would suffice to 
account for the largest changes we like to imagine. 
They \vould not account, however, for the violent con
vulsions of which theosophical teachers speak as 
having happened in the past and of which, indeed, 
advancing theosophical students, beginning to be 
able to apply their own powers of observation to 
remote historical investigation, are enabled to speak 
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with much detail. Those of us who comprehend the 
trustworthiness of investigation of that sort may 
have no doubt about the fact, whether modern 
science yet recognizes it or not; but it is always 
gratifying to derive from modern science confirmation 
of theosophic teaching. And while the local theory 
of earthquakes held the field, no such confirmation 
was forthcoming in reference to such events in the 
past as the destruction of Atlantis. Now we begin to 
perceive along what road the ultimate developments 
of physical knowledge will converge towards the 
conclusions of occult investigation. The brady
seismical waves of the new seisn1ology fit in perfectly 
with a belief that, at long intervals of time, natural 
convulsions may occur on a very Inuch larger scale 
than that of any which have been recorded within 
historic periods. Some of these, of course, have been 
fairly big. ] he Lisbon catastrophe not only killed 
6o,ooo people at the seat of its chief activity, but 
distributed its influence perceptibly over an area, 
.according to Humboldt's calculation, four times as 
great as Europe. As we know now, its influence must 
really have been felt all over the world, though in 
distant places too slightly to be measured by in
strunlents then in use. The Calabrian earthquake 
of 1783 destroyed 40,000 lives. But, after all, dis
•~sters of this magnitude are not commensurable 
'vith the least of the great Atlantean catastrophes. 
According to the Troano manuscript, translated by 
Dr. Le Plongcon, sixty million people perished in 
the final Poseidonis convulsion, which changed an 
inhabited territory, Ineasuring over two thousand 
rniles one way by about one thousand two hundred 
the other, into so much ocean bed. For people to 
whom the six or seven thousand years of the historic 
period seem to afford a good basis for generalization, it 
naturally appears unlikely that if our Lisbon earth-
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quake is the champion convulsion for that period, any
thing so out of proportion with it should have taken 
place six or seven thousand years earlier. 

The bradyseismic wave system, taken in con
junction \vi.th the secular flow of rocks, puts a new 
complexion on all such speculation. Everything 
we know about vibrations tends to show that in Nature 
these movements are superimposed one upon another. 
In electrical phenomena this is certainly the case, and 
in fact the whole principle of multiplex telegraphy is 
built upon that idea. Occult investigation into the 
nature of the ultimate atom points to the same kind 
of complexity there. In the motion of the planetary 
bodies we have to recognize similar movements ·within 
movements. The diurnal rotation of the Earth is 
superimposed upon the much slov:er precessional, or 
second rotation. \\7hatever the great pulsations of 
the Earth's surface may be due to, it is more than 
imaginable that a larger and slower pulsation passes 
through it at longer intervals. Earthquakes of the 
secondary order, like those which afflicted Lisbon in 
the last century, are due apparently to a rupture of 
some rock body giving way to the pressure of one of 
the relatively minor undulations of the strata below. 
A pulsation of greater magnitude may easily be 
supposed to create a superficial disturbance on a 
different scale altogether, one for which, perhaps, 
a long-continued operation of the secular rock flow 
has prepared the way. 

In addressing theosophical readers, a word or two 
seems desirable here on the question whether such 
catastrophes as those of the Atlantean age should 
be attributed to causes of uniform regularity, or to 
the intervention of the highest authorities con
nected with the government of the world, at crises 
when the depravity of mankind renders the extinction 
of life on a large scale a necessity of the situation 
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The destruction of Atlantis has generally been talked 
of with reference to some such intervention. But 
everything we learn about the evolution of the 
race to which we belong points to the synchronism 
between the regular progress of natural law and the 
development of crises in human destiny. The recog
nition of this synchronism will not interfere with our 
simultaneous recognition of free will as regards the 
individual. No one is bound to give way to the temp
tations of his race or period in evolution, but taking 
the stupendous numbers concerned into account, it is 
certain that so many, within a limit of error, will 
follow the stream, while so many will strike out a path 
for themselves. In Atlantean ages the course of the 
stream was in a direction which, at all events for us, 
would be the direction of evil. Sooner or later it 
was inevitable that a condition of things should be 
developed which \vould require a violent remedy. 
One need hardly be surprised to find that the remedy 
under those circumstances was provided for by a 
geological crisis, towards which the Earth's strata 
had been moving all the while that the Atlantean 
majority were working out the moral necessity of 
their own destruction. 



POETRY AND THEOSOPHY 

A RECENT article in the Theosophist deals with a 
subject that has often engaged my thoughts. :Much 
poetry is deplorably unspiritual by reason of treating 
death as a dismal finality, instead of being the gateway 
to new life-" Mors janua vitre." As Mr. Cousins 
puts it, a " revolution in Western literary arts would 
be brought about if the idea, say of reincarnation, 
could be given as full a place in thought as the 
current idea of a single life." I quite agree, but 
1neanwhile a grand result would be achieved if poetry 
could help the world to realize that before attaining 
reincarnation, there is a period of happiness in the 
Inore immediate future awaiting all decent people 
on the astral plane. In our earlier teaching this was 
a good deal slurred over, as still wider aspects of 
truth claimed interpretation first. But in a recent 
book, In the Next World, I have endeavoured to show 
how vivid, delightful, and fairly protracted may be 
that astral experience preceding not merely the return 
to physical life, but preceding any experiences on 
higher planes that may await any given Ego. There-
fore, the first great poetical reform I should like to 
;)CC would be one that should encourage thought to 
range beyond the grave, instead of burrowing inces
santly in that unimportant region. 

Consider, for instance, one of the most beautiful 
passages in all poetry, Moore's " Farewell to Araby's 
Daughter " at the end of The Fire-worshippers. Its 
beauty resides enthely in the form, not in the sub
stance. It is altogether a lament. Its exquisite 
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language is concerned entirely with: the dear girl's 
body lying at the bottom of the sea. The Peris who 
speak the dirge are solely engaged with their efforts 
to beautify its bed. 

Farewell-be it ours to embellish thy pillow 
\Vith everything beauteous that grows in the deep. 

Each flower of the rock and each gem of the billow 
Shall sweeten thy bed and illumine thy sleep . 

. \round thee shall glisten the loveliest amber 
That ever the sorrowing seabird has wept, 

\Vith many a shell in whose hollow-wreathed chamber 
\Ve, Peris of ocean, by moonlight have slept. 

\Ve'll dive whc1e the gardens of coral lie darkling, 
And plant all the rosiest stems at thy h<"a<l, 

\Ve'll seck whrre the samb of the C1.spian <1rc sp<:>..rkling 
.\ud gn.thcr their golu to str~w over thy bed. 

For pure mellifluous beauty of expression those 
verses will rank with anything in literature, but what 
a ghastly blunder it was for :Moore to spend his 
genius on thoughts about the dead girl's body, instead 
of thinking about the girl ! I have endeavoured to 
suggest a paraphrase of his superb effusion-what 
he n1ight have given us instead if he had come within 
the range of Theosophical teaching. To guard against 
misunderstanding, let me C'xplain that I arn not 
supposing that any rhy1ncs of 1nine can rival :\Ioore's 
in fonn. ::\Ioore-iiup('rfectly appreciated in these 
days-was, among all poets that have ever lived, the 
suprc1nc 1naster of VL·rsification. Tennyson, a far 
grandl'r poet as regard:; thought, has hl're and there 
touched ~Ioorc's pl'rfcction of fonn, but, as a con1-
poscr of n1usic in word5, ::\foorc is facile pn·nccps. 
l\Iy effort is a concrvtv t xpn 'ssion of \Yond~T as to 
what Ini~ht haYe lwcn tlh· charactt'f of his" Farcwdl" 
had he kuown what (I think) I know about life ixn 
mediately after death. Ih re are the n·rses. They 
arc not a " Farewdl," but a oi Gn't..'ting." 
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\Vdcomc, thrice welcomc, 0 Araby's daughter I 
A glad voice thus greeted her advent above. 

The form cast a\vay into Oman's green water 
Is needed no more in this bright realm of love. 

'Twas fair for a while, giving transient expression 
For Earth's passing use to a soul pure and white, 

But that is now rescued from fleshly possession 
Arr::-.ycd in a far fairer vesture of light. 

Tlw. t agonized plunge in t:b.e dark dreary ocean 
\Vas no coy;ard flight from pain, peril, or strife; 

A gift to your lover, an act of dcyotion, 
A sacrifice laid on the altar of life. 

The \Yorld left behind you will weep o'er your story, 
\Viii fancy that You lie asleep in the wave; 

For you that has proved but the gateway of glory, 
The dawn of new life with the pure and the brave 

I hey bid you farewell, those who mourn your \vild daril!g, 
They shudder to think of your cold, lonely bed. 

Oh ! could we but tell them how well you are faring, 
They'd share in your joy now your body is dead. 

In depths of the sea that will soon melt and vanish, 
On heights of the Astral your beauty revives, 

The grief that once marred it this glmv will soon banish, 
\Vith all that disfigured Earth's lowlier lives. 

K or shall you be saddened to think of their sadness 
\Yho even may weep at your pitiful fate; 

N' ow weeping, the better they'll share in your gladness 
\Vhen they too inherit the life they await. 

N'o graven stone tells where the form that once bound you 
Restores to the Earth, from the Earth what it drew; 

How little you care, as the scenes now around you 
Enchant your new senses with limitless view. 

But see! who approaches? Reborn with new vigour, 
How needless 'h•.ras even his fate to deplore, 

\Vith rapture he sees you ! No flames could disfigure 
That form. It is he I 'tis your lover once more. 

There are many other well-kno\vn poems dealing 
with death that might be recast along similar lines: 
" 'fhe Burial of Sir John 1\'Ioore," for example, though 
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those rather ponderous verses do riot attract one to 
the task. Poetry, indeed, is dotted all over with 
blemishes due to ignorance of astral conditions, and 
perhaps it may be admitted that even Theosophical 
literature, apart from poetry altogether, has some
times tended to chill imagination by leaving too much 
out of account the gradual character of the transition 
from this life to\vards the illimitable future of human 
evolution. Natural law is very patient with the 
pardonable cravings of personality, and lofty teaching 
is sometimes made to seen1 repellent by neglecting 
this profound truth, as was illustrated by a remark 
I once heard of, rnade by a lady who said she was much 
attracted to Theosophy but could not be a Theosophist 
because she loved her husband and her children I 
One can easily understand the peculiar variety of 
foolishness on the part of some ill-qualified exponent 
of Theosophy who gave her that impression. The 
channs of the higher astral life ought to find more 
frequent description in Theosophical literature, as 
well as in the poetry of the future. 



KOTE 

THE substance of some of the various essays in this 
book has appeared in The }lineteenth Century, The 
J1essenger (California), The Vahan, The Pioneer 
(Allahabad), Lucifer, and The Theosophist. " Ex
panded Theosophical Knowledge " was originally 
published as a pamphlet by the Theosophical Book 
Shop, 42, George Street, Edinburgh. "Theosophical 
Teachings Liable to be :Misunderstood " and " The 
Pyramids and Stonehenge " appear among the 
Transactions of the London Lodge of the Theosophical 
Society. The substance of the "Super-Physical Laws 
of Nature " and " The Higher Occultisn1 " was de
livered in addresses to the Eleusinian Society, since 
merged in the London Lodge of the Theosophical 
Society. 
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