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OUIJA 1X

Mrs. Drake. For over a whole month and you
haven’t said a word to me about this woman! Allen, this
distresses me very much.

Mg. DrakE. Good Lord, Helen, do I have to tell you
everything that goes on in my office ?

Mgs. DrRAKE. You used always to tell me your busi-
ness affairs. I cannot understand why you should
change.

Mr. DraKE. That was when we were first married.
You never seemed to take much interest in them, so I
naturally stopped; I didn’t wish to bore you.

Mgrs. Drake. Very considerate, I'm sure, but you
hardly expect me to believe that in this case, do you?

MRr. Drake. Helen, you really don’t think I have any
interest in this stenographer of mine?

Mgrs. Drake. I only know that I have implicit faith
in the Ouija. It said that a woman would come between
us. Now this woman appears and all evidence would
indicate that she is the one.

Mgr. DRAKE (becoming exasperated). You must be
out of your mind, Helen. I hardly know what she looks
like; she is nothing more than part of my business or-
ganization. What on earth has come over you anyway?

Mgrs. DrAke. That’s right, abuse me now that you
see I know the truth. Don’t think that I shall stand in
your way, though; that has never been my intention. I
have tried to be the best kind of a wife that I could, and
have tried to be a good mother to your children; but I
might have known that you would be ungrateful when the
end came. You haven’t even a kind word for me.

(She begins to cry softly.)

Mr. DrARE. A kind word! You haven’t given me a
chance to say anything yet. You stand there talking
about things that were never even in my mind. You
take everything for granted, and like a woman leave me
judged and damned in your own eyes, and before the
whole world in your own imagination. You can make
more fuss about less than any one I ever knew.—I often
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OUIJA 19

ArDEN. Give it time, dad; you know this board isn’t
used to giving market quotations. You're way out of
its line, and it probably takes time for it to get adjusted
to a new line of thought. (The indicator begins to
move.) See, it’s starting now.

MRr. DrRAKE (who can hardly belicve his eyes).
Sh-h-h-h-h!

ALDEN. It's heading for the numbers. It got the
question all right.

Mgr. DrAKE. It’s stopped at two.

ALpEN. Well, is that right?

MR. DRAKE (nods in a dazed manner, then as a new
idea comes to him he turns to ALDEN accusingly). Have
you been watching the market to-day?

ALDEN. Can you imagine me bothering my head about
the stock market when I wasn’t near the office to-day?

MR. Drake. I don’t know,—but maybe you saw the
quotations in the evening paper.

ALDEN. It’s not very likely that I’'m worrying about
what Midland Copper is doing, is it?

Mr. Drake. Well, if you ever intend to amount to
anything in my business you had better start taking an
interest in the stock market.

ALDEN. I make it a rule never to let business matters
worry me out of business hours.

Mg. DrAKE. I can’t understand this thing giving the
right answer. It’s either a coincidence, or it’s damned
uncanny. Let’s try it again.

ALDEN. Sure, we must give it a fair test.

(They bend over the board.)

MR. DRAKE. What made the biggest advance to-day?
(They watch closely.) T—and—P.

(They both look up. Mr. DRAKE’S eyes are wide with
wonder. ALDEN is all innocence.)

A1DEN. Texas and Pacific,—Is that right?
MR. Drake. It is, and I know very well that you’ve

been reading the market quotations, This thing can’t
tell things like that.
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OUIJA 21

S-O-N. That damned Dr. Mirrason again, Say, what
does this thing mean anyway ?

ALDEN. Why ask me? I'm no Quija Board.

MRr. DRAKE. It’s got me all mixed up. That answer
doesn’t mean anything. Do you know this Mirrason?
What sort of a bird is he?

ALpEN. Don’t know him personally, in fact I've never
even met him. I've seen his picture and heard a lot
about him. That’s all.

MR. DRAKE. What have you heard?

ALpEN. Well, he’s one of these typical lounge lizards.
Got his start somewhere in Greenwich Village along with
the rest of the freaks. He’s a handsome devil, and hands
out a gushy line of talk to these society women, like
mother, that fall for this spiritualism stuff. I’'ve heard,
too, that he’s not averse to an occasional love affair on
the side. I guess he is quite a charmer with the ladies.

MR. DRAKE (he is thinking deeply). Do you suppose
this Ouija means that No, no, that’s impossible, I'm
crazy to think of such a thing It’s the most—I
. wish—— Say, what does that Ouija mean anyway?

ALDEN. Your mind functions as well as mine on
such subjects.

Mr. DRARE. Mine isn’t functioning now. (He is on
his feet mow.) If I thought that damned Mirrason
was

ALDEN. —making love to mother.

Mr. DrRAKE. So you thought of that too?

ALDEN. It was the first thing I thought of.

Mgr. Drake. By God, that is what it means. The
woman has been blinded by this spiritualism guff. I
thought that she talked rather intimately of him to-
night. Called him one of the most wonderful men she
had ever met. Don’t you remember? Those were her
very words . . . and here I've been sitting still like
a fool letting some long-haired Bolshevik make love to
my wife. Why, I'll—I'll Where is this lecture to-
night? Where can I find this home breaker >—Where
was it Helen went to-night to see that man?

ALpEN. He speaks at a reception at Van Vlack’s to-
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22 ouIJA

night. I believe his subject is “ The Inter-relation of the
Soul and the Subconscious Mind to the Spiritual World.”

MRr. DrAKE. I hope he knows his subject well, be-
cause, believe me, his soul is soon going to be frolicking
in the spirit world.

(MR. DRAKE tears madly out of the room. ALDEN
stands smiling after his father for a few secomds.
He then hurries to the telephone.)

ALDEN. Give me Bryant 4872—yes—Hello, may I
speak to Miss Taylor—yes, thank you—Hello, is that
you, Louise 7—Fine, everything is coming out great. This
Ouija Board craze that has struck mother and Laura
came to our rescue nicely. I have mother thinking that
dad is in love with you, and What, oh, I had to, but
it will come out all right—Then I made dad promise
that he wouldn’t object to any means I used to clear
him with mother. That'll come in handy, won’t it?—
That wasn’t enough so I inveigled dad into trying the
Ouija Board; then I manipulated it to suit myself, and
now he thinks that mother is in love with Dr. Mirrason,
the spiritualist lecturer.—They’re both out of the house
now and I’m coming right over to get you—By the way,
you know that note you gave me to-day? Well, the way
you write my name it looks like Allen. I'm going to drop
the note casually in the middle of the room before I go.
When mother finds it she’ll think it belongs to dad, and
there will be an awful rumpus.—(He laughs as he
hears her accompanying laugh over the wires.) That
will be good, won't it? (There is a sound of heavy
brakes outside as a car draws up to the curb.) There’s
mother and Laura back now. I’ll have to slip out through
the garden to miss them. Good-bye, I’ll be right over.

(He hangs up the receiver with a smile on his face.
He hurriedly takes the letter from his pocket and
places it conspicuously in the middle of the floor,
glances around the room, and then runs out through
the French windows at the back.)

Enter MRrs. DRAKE and 1LAURA, R.

Google NVERSTY OF IO £



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN



Original from

ety (o UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT
D d by
s 0081'«"—' URBANA-CHAMPAIGN









	Front Cover
	Section 1 (Page 1)
	Section 2 (Page 3)
	Section 3 (Page 31)
	Section 4 (Page 32)
	Section 5 (Page 33)
	Section 6 (Page 34)



