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Spirit Experiences _ 
WHEN a man makes a mistake, and finds that he has made 
a mistake, I think he ought to acknowledge it. At any 
rate, when he has made assertions and published them in 
a book, a book advertised, reviewed, a nd widely circu
lated, and when he subsequently finds these assertions 
unwarrantable, it is his duty to correct them. Above all, 
when he has published aspersions, not, it is true, upon the 
moral character, but upon the mental acuteness and cre
dulity of another, <;ind is subsequently driven to adopt the 
same conclusions on much the same evidence, it is his duty 
in common fairness and honesty to acknowledge his mis
take, and to give to this acknowledgment the same pub
licity and the same currency that the original statement 
received. It is this duty that I am discharging in the 
present publication. -

Not long ago the Mental Culture Enterprise published 
for me a book entitled Spiritualism and Sir Oliver Lodge. 
The purpose of the book was, first, to examine the general 
principles of Evidence and Proof, and, second, to apply 
these principles to Sir Oliver Lodge's investigations in 
telepathy and spiritual communications, and to see how 
far these satisfied the conditions I had laid down. The 
result of my examination was to cast considerable doubt 
upon the genuineness of the phenomena and manifesta
tions that Sir Oliver Lodge has reported. The evidence 
seemed tp me insufficient and unsatisfactory, and the 
belief in telepathy, etc., so far as it rested upon these 
experiments, seemed to me unjustified. Having arrived 
at these conclusions, I stated them perhaps a fittle 
too absolutely. I had not then had any personal experi
ence of such manifestations, and did not realize the im-

3 



SPIRIT EXPERIENCES 
mense effect that such experience has upon the c~nvictions 
of the experiencer. I now wish to modify the statements 
made in my book. 

As I admitted therein, I am a novice in these investiga
tions. The subject has never engaged my attention before, 
and I thought, rashly and hastily, that the e~perience of 
a lifetime spent in investigating the mind in health and 
diseas~ should give me a certain competence in investi
gating intelligences, discarnate as well as- incarnate. I 
assumed too readily that evidence of this order was- sus
ceptible of examination by the same logical canons as 
evidence of any other order, and that, as a trained logician, 
I might rely upon conclusions arrived at by strict logical 
methods. I admit that in this I was mistaken, and I can
not in fairness altogether acquit Sir Oliver Lodge of having 
misled me. -He insists so frequently and so strongly upon 
the advisability, and indeed the necessity, of conforming 
strictly with scientific methods as applied to ordinary 
-physical experiments, that I took him at his word, and 
applied the principles of these methods something too 
strictly in a region in which they are not in truth strictly 
applicable. My eyes were opened fo this fallacy by a 
reviewer in The Times, who gave me a clearer view of 
my duty and responsibility in the matter. The Times 
reviewer points out, justly as I now see, thiJ,t-

' There is something unsatisfying about these criticisms, 
from the point of view of the sceptic and the believer alike. 
Perhaps the trouble is that no one can criticize who has 
not experienced. We can thoroughly understand and 
sympathize with a conscientious objection in spiritualism; 
but there is only one form that the objection can take in 
this scientific age. The objectors must sfudy the subject 
as closely and carefully as the devotees. Otherwise !hey 
necessarily come into court convicted in advance of the 
sin of amateur criticism.' ' 

This reasoning appealed-to me with irresistible cogency, 
and fortunately for my critical conscience I had~an oppor
tunity of testing it in an analogous field the very same 
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evening. It happened that I had for dinner that evening 
(after other viands) a pudding which seemed to me to be 
burnt. I remonstrated with the cook, and her answer was 
strikingly in accordance_ with the· dictum of The Times 
reviewer : ' It cg,nnot have been burnt,' she said, ,_for I 
cooked it over the gas.' I saw at once that the trouble 
was that I had criticized without having experienced. I 
had never cooked a pudding, and had never studied the 
cooking of puddings as closely and carefully as the cook, 
and I felt convicted of the sin of amateur criticism ; for it 
is evident that the proof of the pudding is in the cooking. 

When, therefore, I rashly, and I must admit rather 
audaciously, ventured to criticize Sir Oliver Lodge, I had 
not fully equipped myself for my task. I had had no first
hand experience of spiritualistic phenomena, and there
fore I really had no right to criticize him, even though I 
took as the basis of my criticism his own account of his 
own experiences. I am now in a better position. 'I have 
now myself had first-hand experience of spiritualistic 
phenomena, and the result has been to produce a con:
siderable- modification, I may almost call it a revolution, 
in my.attitude towards them. Manifestations, phenomena, 
experiences, call them what you will, of-the most striking 
and convincing description have occurred, some actually 
in my presence, and some related to me by persons 
in whom I have the fullest confidence, and all of these 
phenomena were such as may fairly be described as 
veridical. As to some of his evidence, Sir Oliver Lodg,e 
says that it is .not 'scientifically and impersonally con
clusive, nor could it be accepted as of sufficient weight by 
a sceptic on the whole subject. It is only because with a 
full opportunity of forming a judgment, and in the light 
of my former experience, I am myself satisfied that what 
I observed was an instance of genuine sympathetic or 
syntonic communication, and because such cases seem at 
the present time_ rather rare, that I make this brief report 
on the circumstances.' I cannot say of any of my evidence 
that it is not scientifically and impersonally conclusive, 



6 SPIRIT EXPERIENCES 

but perhaps as to this I am not as good a judge as Sir 
Oliver Lodge. His life's work has been in science, and 
therefore he is entitled to say what is scientific and what is 
not. My province has been psychology, and therefore, 
though I cannot say that my evidence is scientifically con
clusive, I speak authoritatively when I say it is psycho
logically conclusive. 

In this respect my experiments differed from thos~ of 
Sir Oliver Lodge, but in another respect mine resembled 
his closely. He' had every opportunity of examining and 
varying the minute conditions of the . phenomena, so as 
to satisfy [himself] of their genuine and objective charac
ter, in the same way as one is accustomed to satisfy oneself 
as to the truth and genuineness of any ordinary physical 
facts.' So had I, and, lil}e him, I gr<:J.dually acquired ' a 
belief in the phenomena observed quite comparable to 
[I should prefer to 1;>ay with] that induced by the repetition 
of ordinary physical experiments.' As Sir Oliver Lodge 
says, ' If I had merely witnessed them as a passive 
spectator, I should not publicly report upon them,' but 
I took part in them myself. I myself succeeded in trans
ferring, without the assistance of any code, or any known 
means of communication, a thought from my own mind 
to the mind of another person. 

Sir Oliver Lodge tells us that he has no new or striking 
phenomenon to report, but only a few more experiments 
in the simplest and most elementary form of what is 
called Thought-transference. I am more fortunate. It 
is ' beginner's luck,' I suppose ; but I am privileged to 
report phenomena that are both new and striking, and 
are far from being mere simple and elementary forms of 
Thought-transference; and I think I may fairly claim 
that my evidence is more veridical-than that of Sir Oliver 
Lodge; for I approached the matter in a more sceptical 
attitude, and,- warned by what seemed to me defects in 
the precautions taKen by Sir Oliver Lodge, I conducted 
my expE'.riments under far more stringent conditions. He 
allowed both the agent and the percipient to be in the 
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room together, and while they are in the room together it 
is practically impossible to be sure that they do not com- · 
municate by some means or other. I, therefore, placed 
them in separate rooms, with a substantial brick wall 
bf!tween them. It seems manifest that if telepathy can 
take place at great distances, and even between India and 
England, as Sir Oliver Lodge asserts, it can take place 
between two adjoining rooms, and through a brick wall; 
and this I have been able to demonstrate. Then again, 
Sir Oliver Lodge cannot act as an agent in these experi
ments, or at any rate he is not sure tha~ he is an agent. 
In the majority of cases in which he has tried he has failed. 
I am more fortunate, or more highly endowed. I suc
ceeded, the very first time I tried, in conveying the thought 
of a particular card to the mind of the percipient,_ so that 
she was able to select it unerringly out of the pack. This 
experiment seems to me crucial, veridical. Then, ' too, I 
have witnessed a drawing experiment, in which the per
cipient succeeded in sketching with perfect accuracy an 
object thought of in an adjoining room by the agent. I 
have seen instances of levitation of the mo~t surprising 
kind ; I have seen a solid material object dematerialized 
under my very eyes, seen it disappear from the position 
in which I had myself placed it, and reappear, resuming 
its material substance, in another place ; and I have 
heard raps and taps and knocks that spelt out messages 
of the clearest meaning, as was proved by the result of 
complying with them. After my experiences I have no 
alternative but to believe ; and believing, I am bound in 
honesty to make a profession of my faith. I have another 
motive in th\ls publicly proclaiming my adherence to 
telepathy and in publicly describing my experiments. I 
must confess that I like publicity. It tickles my vanity 
to see my name in the newspapers and magazines as I 
shall now hope to see it ; and beyond this, it is very useful 
to captivate the confidence of a large, and upon the whole 
a wealthy, section of the community. If I become inter
ested, as it is quite possible I may, in some beneficent 
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project that requires financial support for its fruition, it is 
evident that it would be a great advantage to me and to 
my project to secure the implicit and unhesitating confi
dence of a large number of well-to-do persons ; and there 
is no means by which the complete and unwavering con
fidence of a large number of people can be so easily and so 
rapidly secured as by making a profession of belief in 
spiritualism. I have no hesitation in avowing this motive, 
for I consider that in any statement ·with respect to 
telepathy or telergy, candour and honesty are of the very 
first impottance. 

Sir Oliver Lodge1 in his experiments, allowed both the 
agent and the percipient to be in the room together, and 
Oms gave opportunity for an accusation of collusion, an 
opportunity of which I have availed myself in my book on 
Spiritualism and Sir Oliver Lodge. In that book I have 
suggested the possibility of collusion, and have commented 
-on it with an emphasis and insistence that are, I admit, 
rather out of place in considering phenomena of such 
an obscure q.nd recondite character. In the light of 
my own successful experiments, and prepared as I 
now am to accept the results without question or cavil, 
these precautions do appear unnecessary. It all depends 
on the attitude in which the experiments are approached; 
and when one is able, as I now am, to approach them with 
full confidence in the good faith of the performers and in 
the genuineness of the performance, excessive attention 
to precautions does appear out of place, and savouring of 
morbid suspicion. However, when I began these e xperi
ments, I was .still a sceptic. I was then benighted, and 
littre better than a scoffer. i have now found salvation, 
and when I am thoroughly convinced of the good faith of 
the performers, it does seem to me unnecessary, and indi
cative of a _very uncomplimentary want of confidence in 
them, to take excessive precautions. I should not now 
think it necessary to take any more precautions against 
deception than Sir Oliver Lodge does, but when I began 
these experiments I was a sceptic, and. I did take precau-
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tions that I now see were excessive, and even rather 
insulting to the performers. 

The most remarkable thing about these phenomena is 
that when once one has gained the' confidence of the spirits 
and given to them the implicit credence they require and 
deserve, there seems to be no limit to the manifestations 
that they will vouchsafe in return. In my unregenerate 
days I regarded the immediate retreat of the spirits upon 
the appearance of a sceptic as evidence of contemptible 
pusillanimity. I now see that it is the only course com
patible with their dignity and self-respect. As I have 
already said, everything depends upon the point of view, 
and on the attitude in which the phenomena are ap
proached. 

I now proceed to describe the experiments that have 
effected my conversion from an attitude of what I must 
admit was unreasonable scepticism to my present settled 
and secure belief. 

It happened that one evening I was engaged .with two 
young ladies ill the innocent and amusing pursuit of what 
are called ' parlour games.' After we had played Conse
quences, Puss in the corner, Beggar my neighbour, Spelli
kins, and other recreations by which I was able to test the 
intellectual and moral qualities of my guests, as well as 
thel.r manual skill and dexterity, I suggested that we should 
each of us attempt with closed eyes to draw the figure of 
a pig. It is rather important, considering what happened 
subsequently, to record that the suggestion emanated 
from myself. This quite excludes the possibility that the 
seance was prearranged by the performers, and I may say 
at once that, knowing them as I do, and having frequently 
witnessed their petty quarrels and antagonisms, in the 
course of which they make faces at each other, put out 
their tongues, and even pull each other's hair, I consider 
the hypothesis of an harmonious prearrangement between 
them so unlikely as to be practically out of the question. 
They . are not sufficiently concordant in disposition or 
feeling to agree on anything for long, certainly not to 
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agree upon -the prolqnged and elaborate co-ordination 
necessary to produce such phenomena as I shall deseribe. 
. The young la.dies ,\rere not even acquainted with the 
game, and I had to explain it to them; and as it may be 
equally unknown to some of my readers, I ma,y as well 
describe it here. The pig to be drawn is not a real pig, but 
a conventional or imaginary pig. The body is represented 
by an oblong, and the head by a triangle, the base of 
which is formed by one of the ends, pr_eferably the left 
end, of the oblong. Two straight lines drawn at an angle, 
and meeting at one of the lower corners of the oblong, 
represent the fore-legs, and two similar lines meeting at the 
other lower corner represent the hind-legs. Fromtheupper
posterior corner of the oblong projects a tail, which is 
usually represented as curly, and may curl up or down. 
At the junction of the head and body is drawn an ear, 
and in an appropriate position within the triangle that 
represents the head is plQ.ced a dot to represent the eye, 
surmounted by a curved line representing the eyebrow. 
Whether pigs actually possess eyebrows I have never 
been at pains to observe, nor do~s it really matter, for the 
pig to be drawn is a purely conventional or ideal pig, and 
the drawing does not profess to represent a pig with the 
accuracy that a zoologist, or even an agriculturist, would 
require. So little is this the case that it is sometimes ex
pedi~nt, when the drawing is not very successful, to write 
under it the information' This is a pig.' This addition is 
not strictly neces,?ary, but if it is made, as the drawing 
itself is, with the eyes shut, it adds to the difficulty of the 
game, to the inte_rest of the result,' and to the hilarity with~ 
which the result is received. The chief interest of the 
game lies in getting the detached . portions-the eye, the 
ears, the tail, and the legs-in their proper places ; and 
the curious positions that· they sometimes occupy make 
the game extremely amusing._ 

<: ,,. The young ladies pl.ayed this interesting game with con
siderable eagerness at first, and displayed considerable 
skill as draughtswomen, indeed one of them was so con-
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spicuously successful in always getting the appendages, the 
eye, ears, tail; and legs, in their proper places, that -a 
suspicion crossed my mind that she did not keep her eyes 
shut all the time. Of course, I n:.1ight have blindfolded 
her, but having regard to the remarkable experiments on 
blindfolding conducted by members of the Society for 
Psychical Research (see Journal, vol. i, p. 84), I should 
certainly not rely on any ordinary bandaging. It might 
have been as well to blindfold the girls, but I followed the 
example of Sir Oliver Lodge, and am bound to record in 
his own words that 'as a matter of fact this was not 
done.' However, this really matters little, for the young 
la.dies assured me that they did keep their eyes shut, and 
I may say of them, as Sir Oliver L9dge says of his young 
ladies, that ' no one who has witnessed the absolutely 
genuine and artless manner in which these girl!:l behave 
but has been convinced of their transparent honesty. 
This is not evidence to those who did not witness their 
behaviour, and to them I can dnly say that to the best 
of my [psychological] belief no trickery was possible under 
the circumstances of the experiments.' 

The girls were remarkably successful in their efforts, 
much more so than I was myself, and it soon appeared 
that they became bored with their occupation, and would 
be willing· to try something else. In fact they said so. I 
was rather surprised at this, for I continued to be very 
much interested, and was anxious to achieve results as 
good as those of my guests, which far surpassed my own ; 
but then, I never was a skilful draughtsman. However, 
it was incumbent on me to supply some other recreation 
for my youthful companions, and as I was casting about 
for a new one, it suddenly occurred to me by' a providential 
inspiration that the conditions were ideal for the trial of 
some such experiments as convinced Sir Oliver Lodge of 
the truth of telepathy. Here were two young ladies, both 
of them skilled in drawing, both of them able and willing 
to keep their eyes shut, and both of them behaving in an 
absolutely genuine and artless manner, sQ that everyone 
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who witnessed it was perfectly convinced of their trans
par.ent honesty. The conditions were ideal, and I dete~
mined at once to take advantage of them. I decided, 
however, to make them much more stringent than those 
under which Sir Oliver Lodge conducted his experiments. 
In his e;xperiments collusion was, at any rate, possible. 
There should be no excuse for alleging even the possibility 
of collusion ~n mine. If telepathy can take place between 
different and distant countries, as -sir Oliver Lodge 
declares, then a fortiori it ca;n take place between one room 
and the next, and thus I determined to try it. -

After explaining fully to _the ·young ladies what they 
were to do, I went into the adjoining room, lit the gas, 
selected an object for the agent to stare at and think of as 
hard as she could, placed it, as Sir Oliver Lodge recom
mends, in a good light, and then returned to the youthful 
experimenters. I 'found them with their heads together, 
discussing ,in whispers with evident eagerness some subject 
that interested them ; and I told them that, whatever it 
was, they must now-dismiss it from their minds. I in
structed the percipient, in Sir Oliver Lodge's words, to 
keep in a perfectly passive condition, with a mind as 
vacant as possible ; while the agent was to think as hard 
~s possible of the object, which was to be 'a name, or a 
scene, or a thing, or an object or drawing set up in a good 
light and in a corivenient position for staring at.' As it 
turned out, the object was none of these things; neverthe
less, the thought of it was transferred from the mind of 
the agent to the mind of the percipient through;the wall 
of the room ~th extraordinary fidelity. When I say ' 
through the wall of the room, it must be understood that 
I do not guarantee that this was the route actually taken> 
It is very important to bear in mind Sir Oliver Lodge'.s 
warning that ' there is a dangerous tendency to try to 
coax the fact~ to fit some half-fledged preconceived theory/ 
I am anxious to avoid recording anything but -the actual 
facts that I observed, and therefore when I say that the 
thought was transferred through the wall, all I mean to 
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assert is that the wall was in fact interposed between the 
agent and the percipient. The thought may have pursued 
a circuitous route through the doors, ·which I need scarcely 
assert were shut, or-it may have insinuated itself through 
the cracks under or over the doors. What precise route 
it followed I am unable to say, but the important fact is 
that it was transferred, and transferred with great celerity 
and with remarkable accuracy. 

However, to return to the experiment, both the young r 

ladies promised faithfully to . put out of their minds the 
subject, whatever it was, about which they were conversing 
when I came in ; and, having regard to the absolutely 
genuine and artless manner in which they behave, I have 
never had the least doubt that they did so. I am, in fact, 
convinced of their transparent honesty. I conducted the 
agent into the adjoining room, showed her the object that 
I had arranged in_ a good light, and then rejoined the 
percipient, carefully shutting both the intervening doors. 
The percipient was not blindfolded. It might have been 
better to blindfold her, but as a matter of fact this· was 
not done. I waited, as Sir Oliver Lodge does, for abQut a 
minute, and then put the question to the percipient, ' Are 
you ready? ' No sooner had I put this question than an 
extraordinary thing happened. I received an answer 
from a most unexpected quarter. The question was no 
sooner uttered than we both heard three distinct raps or 
knocks, sounding as if they came from the other side of 
the room, from the wall, in fact, between the room in 
which we w.ere and the room into which I had conducted 
the agent. At first I naturally supposed that these sounds 
were made by the thought of the object in struggling to 
make its way through the brick wall, and I do not profess 
to be certain that they were not so produced, but in view 
of what subsequently happened I am strongly inclined to 
take a different view. It must be remembered, and it is 
extremely significant, that three knocks or raps constitute 
a well-known spirit signal, and are used by spirits to convey 
the meaning that is expressed in the House of, Commons 
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by the familiar formula, 'The answer is in the affirmative.' 
I may · here remark in parenthesis how greatly superior 
the spirit language is to that of us poor mortals who have 
not yet passed over. . A. spirit is able to convey in three 
raps an answer that cannot be co]lveyed by a Member of 
Parliament in fewer than eleven syllables. Why, I ask, 
should not Ministers adopt the far. better meth0d of the 
spirit world, and, when an affirmative answer is to be 
give.n, signify the same by giving three knocks on the 
table before them? I have worked out the number of 
hours. of parliamentary time that would be saved by this 
brief and efficient method, and, though I have unfortu
nately lost tl}e calculation, I know the method would effect 
a very great saving of time. This is rather a digression, I 
must admit, but no one can read ·sir Oliver Lodge's 
account of 'his experiments without recognizing how 
strongly intercourse with spirits tends to the introduction 
of seemingly irrelevant digressions into a narrative. 

As I have said, the moment I put to the percipient tli'e 
question 'Are yon ready~ ? ' I received the spirit reply, 
' The answer is in the affirmative.' It seems str~nge at 
first sight that. a spirit should have answered, for the 
percipient was present, and could have answered for 
herself, but in the first place we must remember that 
spirit w11-ys are not our ways, and that spirits constantly 
do and say things that seem to our limited intelligence 
unnecessary and even silly ; and in the second place the 
instantaneous occurrence of the answer shows, how eager 
the spirits are to manifest themselves when conditions are 
favourable and sceptics are kept at a distance. We may 
suppose that the :~stral .spirif of the percipient had tem
porarily separated itself from her corporeal frame, and in 
this discarnate condition was more alert, and more ready 
and willing to respond, than what remained of her spirit 
incarnate in her body. But I do not wish to diverge into 
vafu speculatiom:. I prefer simply to describe the 
phenomena as they actually occurred. About the reality 
of the ilir.ee knocks or raps there cannot be a shadow of 
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doubt. If I had anticipated such an occurrence, I should 
certainly have questioned the percipient about her feelings, 
and should have ascertained what difference there was 
in her personality now that part of it was dissociated from 
the rest. H would have been a most interes_ting study, 
and I regret that it did not occur to me, but as a matter of 
fact this was not done. 

I did, however, preserve enough presenc~ of mind to ask 
the percipient whether she concurred with the-information 
we had both received-from a spirit-it did not occur to 
me for the moment that the spirit must be hers-and her 
behaviour, which is always absolutely genuine and artless, 
aroused in my mind the suspicion that the spirit we had 
heard must be a portion of her own, for she stared at me 
in a wondering manner that convinced me that she was 
not all there. I repeated my question, again referring to 
the spirit communication, and, instead of answering, she 
placed her hands before her face, resting her elbows on 
the table, and I noticed that her shoulders heaved con
vulsively, which led me to believe-it is, I admit, not 
veridical, but I can only say that to the best of my psycho
logical belief it was so-it led me to believe that her astral 
spirit was now returning to her corporeal frame,· and that 
this frame was disturbed, and almost convulsed, by the 
sudden reµnion. What c0nfirmed my psychological· belief 
in this explanation was that the return of the astral spirit 
was signalized by a most peculiar phenomenon, viz., a 
remarkable sound, emanating apparently from the perci
pient, a sound resembling that produced by inserting a 
corkscrew into a mature cork. . Whether this sound is 
always produced when the astral spirit re-enters the body 
it has temporarily deserted I do not know, but it would be 
an interesting subject of investigation, and might enable 
us to distinguish between true and false manifestations, if, 
indeed, there really are any false manifestations. 

Presently the percipient looked up, smiling, it is true, 
but with her face flushed, and her eyes full of tears, 
showing that she had passed through a critical experience. 

I 
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She had evidently not yet reincorporated the whole of her 
astral spirit, and therefore was not yet in the full posses
sion of her faculties, for when I repeated my question, 
whether she agreed with . the spirit message we · had 
received, instead of answering ,.the questioJ;J., which was 
perfectly plain and intelligible, she said I was 'teo 
funny for words '-an answer quite irrelevant to the 
question. In order to hasten and complete the reunion of 
her dissociated personality, I spoke rather sharply to her, 
and begged her to make a drawing of whatever object had 
been telepathically conveyed to her by the agent. She 
at once complied with my reque~t, and somewhat to my 
surprise produced a perfect representation of the conven
tional pig that we had all been trying to draw with our 
eyes shut. ' This was certainly not the object that I had 
arranged in a good light for the agent to stare at and 
think hard about, and I was afraid that the experiment 
had been a complete failure ; but at that moment the 
agent came bounding into the room, crying out, 'Well, 
has she drawn a pig? ' My surprise and gratification may 
be .imagined. It appeared that the agent_ was afraid that 
if she transferred the thought of the object I had provided 
for her, the effect might hq.ve been produced by collusion 
between myself and the percipient, and therefore she ·had 
chosen another object, and had naturally chosen that 
which was uppermostin her mind. It was not in the least 
likely that I should have been in collusion with the perci
pient, but still I was pleased that the agent had entered 
so heartily into the spirit of the experiment, and had taken 
an extra precaution on her own account. Even the most 
obstinate sceptic coulsl not doubt that this was a truly 
veridical experiment ; nevertheless, in order to confirm 
the certainty beyond any possibility of doubt, I covered 
the drawing with a sheet of perfectly opaque paper, and 
asked the agent whether the tail of the pig she transferred 
curled up or down. She replied 'Up, of course,' and on 
removing the opaque paper (ordinary brown paper), sure 
enough, the pig's tail curled up. 
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[N.B.-The actual drawing is preserved intact, and may 

be seen by anyone who doubts the existence of telepathy 
as a veridical fact.] 

This was my first experience of telepathy, and it is only 
fair that I should repeat Sir Oliver Lodge's own words, 
and decla_re 'I wish to say strongly that the experiment 
was quite satisfactory, and that no doubt of its validity 
has been felt by me fro~ that time to this.' Better evi
dence-than this seems to me impossible to obtain, and if it 
were possible would be unnecessary. Again to quote Sir 
Oliver Lodge with the necessary emendation, ' I cah only 
say to the best of my psychological belief no collusion or 
trickery was possible under the circumstances of the ex
periment.' If I do not say my scientific belief it is' because 
I am not so much a-scientific man as a psychologist; but 
I think a psychological belief is just as good a belief as a 
scientific belief. As with Sir Oliver Lodge's first experi
ment, mine was not merely satisfactory but conclusive, 
and, as with his, mine was the forerunner of many others, 
all equally satisfactory and equally conclusive and .capti
vating of my psychological belief. Nor was it only my 
own psychological belief that was captivated. On one 
occasion my tailor, who had come to try on a coat, wit
nessed some of the phenomena I will presently describe, 
and at once they captivated his sartorial belief. On 
another occasion a shoemaker, who had brought me some 
new shoes, witnessed a feat of levitation, his hat being 
knocked off by a flying volume, and he assured me that 
to the best of his sutorial belief no collusion or trickery 
was possible under the conditions of the experiment. 

Once these supernormal capabilities had shown their 
existence in my two girl friends, they were soon repeated; 
and before long they increased to such a degree as to 
interfere seriously with my work and with my comfort, 
and if it had not been for the ·intense interest that they 
aroused, they would have been an intolerable nuisance. 
It soon appeared that the girls were endowed with super
normal gifts of exceptional power, for I could always 
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'foretelfl:their entrance into the house by the occurrence 
of a loud rat-taf'at the door, and the same manifestation 
sometimes preceded their entrance into my study. No 
sooner had one of the girls entered an apartment in which 
I was at work than raps and taps began to resound; and 
when both the girls were present there was a continual 
rap-tapping and rattling that was almost distracting, and 
effectually prevented me from doing any serious work. 
However, I did not regret this, for I had ample compensa
tion in studying the manifestations themselves; and before 
long I was able to discover the circumstances that favoured 
them and the conditions that drove them, as it were, 
away. Nothing seemed to attract the spirits so much, or 
to render their manifestations so pronounced, as setting 
the girls to their lessons. As long as the girls were engaged 
in ransacking my drawers and cupboards (which they did 
to find the chocolates that I playfully hid from them) 
there were no disturbances; but as soon as I had set the 
girls their lessons and returned to my own writing, the 
manifestations began. I never remember any manifesta
tion taking place at tea-time, except once, when the spirits 
made a good deal .of disturbance, and would not be 
pacified until I had discovered, by suggesting one thing 

_ after another, that they were annoyed because marmalade 
instead of jam had been placed on the table. I am some
times, I believe, a little absent-minded, and I had forgotten 
that neither of the young ladies cared for marmalade, 
though both are very fond of jam. It struck me at first 
as odd that the spirits should take notice of such a trifle 
as this, but at that time my studies in spiritualism were · 
only beginning, and I had not discovered that it is in the 
most trivial concerns that spirits are always most in
terested. Upon subsequent reflection I saw that it was 
only natural thaf the astral spirits or controls of the girls 
should sympathize with the tastes of the girls themselves. 
Indeed, I do not ~ee how it could be otherwise. 

However that may be, I found that, as long as the girls 
were at meals or at play, the spirits rarely manifested 
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themselves, and seemed to take no interest; but as soon as 
lessons began, disturbances also began. I tried to discover 
whether there was any relation between the magnitude 
of the disturbance and the subject of the lesson, so that I 
might gauge the tastes of the spirits, and find out what 
subject interested them most, and to a certain extent I 
succeeded. I am accustomed to terminate the afternoon 
lessons, which I now call a seance, with a little moral in
struction, calling attention to any faults that have been 
committed, and giving good advice as to future conduct. 
To these little homilies my pupils had always been very 
attentive, and the spirits also evinced the greatest interest 
in them, so much, in fact, as to defeat their own object, if 
this was, as we must suppose, to gain instruction and 
-benefit from what was said ; for no sooner had this portion 
of the lesson begun than raps and taps and loud knocks 
resounded through the room, objects were levitated, pens, 
paper-knives, and even books, :flew from one end of the 
room to the other, boxes were upset and disgorged their 
contents, papers :fluttered about until the floor was strewn 
with them, p.nd such a pandemonium ensued that the 
lesson was perforce discontinued. This was lamented by 
my pupils as much' _as by myself, but there seemed no 
remedy for it, and this lesson, and several others, had to 
be entirely abandoned. I asked the spirits, ironically I 
must confess, whether this was what they -wanted, but I 
never obtained any satisfactory answer, and even now 
I do not know what their purpose could have been. · 

Like Sir Oliver Lodge, I never discovered; or even sus
pected, that I myself had any of the powers of a medium, 
but it certainly was a remarkable fact that these mani
festations never occurred, so I was informed on inquiry, 
unless I · was present. It seems therefore, in this as in other 
cases, that the presence of a thoroughly sympathetic 
witness is a sine qud non of these spiritual manifestations. 
It is well known, and has been proved over and over again, 
that the presence of a sceptic wjll always put a s:top to 
them, and I particularly remarked that they never took 

j 
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_place in the presence of the girls' mother. I regretted this 
very much, for-she is a woman of strong sense and acute 
penetration, and is a firm disciplinarian. She is such a 
strong character, and holds and expresses her opinions 
with such firmness, that I myself am not always quite easy 
in her presence. She is, I regret to say, a complete sceptic ' 
about spiritual manifestations, and this is the reason, no _ 
cfoubt, that they never occur.when she is present. Some 
notion of t11:e depth and intensity of her prejudice may be 
obtained from the fact that, when I happened to mention 
something of the-manifestations, she declared that if there 
were any more of them she should ' pack the girls off to 
school.' Those were her very words. It is very much to 
be regretted that she ever uttered them, for after this the · 
manifestations almost ceased. It is evident that she had 
deeply offended the spirits. 

It is certain that these two young ladies possess occult 
powers of a very peculiar nature1 for not only were the 
manifestations I have described limited to times when 
they were present, and not only did they succeed in the 
telepathic experiment of transferring the thought of the 
pig, but also they succeeded in receiving a telepathic 
message from myself under circumstances that admit of 
no other explanation than thought-transference. As these 
experiments are of the utmost importance, I will describe 
them in some detail. 

One of the young ladies spread out on the table six rows 
of ordinary playing-cards, with six cards in each row, so 
that the whole formed an oblong figure, and she then 
requested me to think as hard as I could of one of these 
cards, without giving her the slightest indication as to 
which card I had sele.cted. The cards w~re, I repeat, 
ordinary playing-cards, and though not quite a new pack, 
yet they had be_en kept in a drawer unknown to the two 
young ladies, and it is -my psychological belief that they 
had not been tampered with. Apart from this, no one 
could witness the absolutely genuine and artless manner ~ 
in which the experiments were conducted without being 
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perfectly convinced of the transparent honesty of purpose 
of the two young ladies. To proceed with the description 
of the experiment. I requested tb:e young lady to leave 
the apartment while I selected a card. I did this that she 
might not gather, from any unconscious indication I 
might give, what card I had selected. Having made my 
choice, I called her in, turned up the gas, so that the object 
might be in a good light, stared at the object, as we are 
instructed by Sir Oliver Lodge to do, and thought of it as 
hard a'S possible. At the same time I requested the young 
lady to keep in a peifectly passive condition, with a mind 
as vacant as possible. It might have been as well to band
age her eyes, but as a matter of fact this was not done. 
After a short interval she requested me to say in which of 
the vertical rows the catd I was thinking of was situated, 
Still thinking hard of the object, I told her it was in the 
second row from her right, and I continued to think of the 
object as hard as I could. After another short interval, 
she asked in a dreamy way; showing that she was keeping 
her mind as vacant as possible, in which horizontal row 
the object was situated. This question momentarily dis
turbed the hardness with which I was thinking, but' I told 
-her it was in the top row, and then resumed the original 
intep.sity of my tpought. Another short interval elapsed, 
and then without the slightest hesitation she informed 
me that. I was thinking of the eight of spades. She was 
right! It was the very object of which I had been think
ing so hard. I was inexpressibly pleased at finding I was 
an agept of considerable power, and was anxious toxepeat 
the experiment, but she said it tired her, and she would 
rather not play any more, and so she left the room. 
Young people soon recover from fatigue, and shortly after
wards I heard her and her sister shouting with laughter, 
showing that her exhaustion was only temporary, which 
I was glad to be assured of. 

On another occasion the other young lady asked me to 
think of a number, and I thought of the number one 
hundred, and thought as hard as I could. Then, in accord-
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anc,:e with her instructions, I doubled it, added four to it, 
and performed some other arithmetical operations that I 
do not >distinctly remember. I remember, however, and 
am perfectly sure that I did them all in my head, and never 
gave her the slightest clue to the number I had thoug;llt of; 
nevertheless she was able in a very short time to tell me 
correctly what this rtumber was. This made me perfectly 
sure I was an agent, but when I told her so she said her 
performance was a trick. I have no doubt that she was 
afraid I should inform her mother that we had experienced 
more spiritual manifestations, and that she would be 
' packed off to school,' so that I attach no importance 
at all to her assertion that it was a trick. I daresay, too, 
that with a vanity pardonable in one so young-she is 
only fifteen-she wishes to put the credit for these remark
able powers to her own cleverness and ingenuity rather 
than to the attendant spirits. I am quite willing to in
dulge the child in her harmless vanity, but I need scarcely 
say she does pot impose upon me, or influence my psycho
logical belief in the least. I am much too old a bird to be 
caught with such chaff. I say, with Sir Oliver Lodge, ' It 
is only because, with a full opportunity of forming a 
judgment, and in the light of my former experience, I am 
myself satisfied that what I observed was an instance of 
genuine sympathetic or syntonic c mmunication, and 
because such cases seem at the present time to be rather 
rare, that I make this brief report on the circumstances.' 
And again with him I say, 'We are dfiven to the only 
remaining known cause in order to account for them: viz., 
thought-transference, or t}J.e action of mind on mind inde
pendently of the ordinary channels of communication.' 
And once more, 'That this community of mind or possi
bility of distant interchange or one-sided reception of 
thoughts exists is to me perfectly clear and certain., 
Holding this opinion with the security and tenacity that 
now I do, is it likely that I should allow it to be disturbed 
by the confession of a girl-a mere girl of only fifteen years 
of age-that she had resorted to a trick ? 
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It is not only with Miss F. and Miss G. that I have had 
experience of occult manifestations. If it were, it might 
be asserted by sceptics that the foundation of my faith is 
too narrow, though I need scarcely say that this would 
not be felt by me. Th¥e early experiments have now been 
repe~ted and corroborated by others that have been con
ducted in different circumstances, in different places, by 
different mediums, and are become so numerous that it is 
impossible not to give credit to them; for, as is thoroughly 
established in spiritualistic circles, experime.nts are to be 
counted, not weighed. No one should allow himself to be 
convinced by a single experiment that is doubtful and not 
conclusive or convincing ; but if there are a great many 
experiments, however doubtful or unconvincing each may 
separately be, and even if some of them are admittedly 
fraudulent, we must, as convinced spiritualists, adopt the 
methods of spiritualism, and allow the ever-increasing 
force of increasing numbers. I am sure I voice the opinion 
of every worthy spiritualist whose opinion is entitled to 
consideration when I sa,y that it is the number of experi
ments, not their character, or even their success, that ought 
to weigh with us. The reasonableness of this attitude 
must be evident to everyone who is not blinded by slavish 
adherence to the methods of science. The doubt that may 
be felt of the conclusiveness of any one experiment must 
be set again:'?t the doubt that is felt of a~other, and when 
the experiments become very numerous and i;here is a 
serious doubt of the conclusiveness of every one qf them, 

. the doubts cancel one another, and we are entitled, and 
indeed- bound, to accept the whole series of experiments 
as conclusive. This plain and simple way of estimating 
evidence seems never to have occurred to the unintelligent 
objectors to spiritualism, possessed as they are by what 
Sir Oliver Lodge so well calls a s'uperstitution Qf incredu
lity ; but to a spiritualist who has once seen the light it 
is as clear as day. I need, therefore, make no excuse for 
narrating the following experiences. 

They fall into two distinct groups. The experiments of 
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one group were made by the celebrated Mrs. Bacca, a 
wbrld-renowned medium_ whose absolutely genuine and 
artless manner has convinced everyone who has come in 
contact with her of her transparent honesty of purpose, 
and in whose genuineness, honesty, and sincerity not only 
I myself, but every spiritualist in the world, implicitly 
believes. It is, indeed, an article of faith with us,-and it is 
painful and shocking to us that her good faith should be 
impugned by ignorant sceptics who have never had· any 
opportunity of witnessing~her marvellous performances. 
For my part, the moment I was introduced to her I was 
so impressed by her absolutely genuine and artless manner 
that I placed unbounded confidence in her, and in the 
words of Sir Oliver Lodge, ' I ~sh to say strongly that_ no 
reasonable doubt has beeri. felt by .me from that day to 
this.' 
' The experiments of the second group were of an even 
more extraordinary character, and were, if possible, more 
satisfactory and convincing. They included not only 
levitation of a material object, and its transfer from one 
place to another in_ a way that cannot be accounted for by 
the 6peration of any known force, but also a phenomenon 
that is, I believe, entirely novel, and has never before been 

. manifested in any telergic experiment. This new pheno
menon may be called Substitution, since it consists in the 
substitution of one material object for another. The two 
objects are placed side by side, separated by a small 
intervening distance, and deposited, the one on the right 
and the other on the left, in full daylight, and in the 
presence of several persons, who are quite close to the 
objects, and have eyery possible opportunity of observing 
them. The objects are not covered over, but are jn full 
view from the beginning to the end of the experiment, and 
when they are examined it is found that the object which 
was placed on the right has been transferred to the left, 
and that which was on the left has been transferred· to the 
right. Each object has been substituted for the other. 
The experiments that I witnessed were performed in the 

I 
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first-class carriage, which I had myself selected, of an 
ordinary railway train, so that there was no possible 
opportunity for the employment of any conjurer's appara
tus; and as-only one person was concerned in the experi
ments, there was no opport_unity for collusion. The ex
periments were, in short, as veridical as it is possible for _ 
experiments to be, and I wish to say strongly that no 
doubt of their genuineness has been felt by me from that 
time to this. I have considerable satisfaction in being the 
first to whom manifestations of this remarkable pheno
menon of substitution have been vouchsafed, and in being 
the first to describe them. -

I do not offer any hypothesis as to the means by which 
these phenomena-are produced. It seems to me irreverent 
and presumptuous to try to explain them. I say only, in 
Sir Oliver Lodge's words, ' I realize that physical pheno
mena of an unusual and supernormal kind do occur in the 
neighbourhqod of certain persons, without my being able 

' to explain how they occur. All that I can testify to is that 
something more is involved than is recognized in the. 
present state of orthodox science.' I now proceed to ' 
describe the experiments of the first group, most of wh~ch 
were pe:dorined by the famous medium Mrs. Bacea. 

The most famous of recent automatists, or trance
speaking and trance-writing mediums, is undoubtedly Mrs. 
Bacca, of Ghicago, Ill., U.S.A., a city famous for the manu
facture of wooden nutmegs, worm-eaten anGient furniture, 
artificial eggs, unqualified practitioners in law and medi
cine, and other ingenious proqucts of the highest civiliza
tion. Mrs. Bacca was iI).troduced to me by a very old 
friend ·-Of my family, Professor John, in whom I had the 
greatest confidence. He -had known my family before I 
was born, and myself all my life. He had investigated the 
claims of Mrs. Bacca, who had stayed in his house for the 
purpose, and he had no doubt at all of the genuineness of 
her manifestations. He recommended her warmly to me, 
and she stayed in my house on several occasions for a week 
at a time,, so that I also had ample opportunity of investi-
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gating her powers, and I wish to say strongly that no doubt 
of their genuineness has been felt by me from that time to 
this. \ 

In view of the fact that many of Mrs. Bacca's manifesta
tions consisted in the revelation to me hy her controls of 
facts concerning my own history and that of my family, 
I was particularly careful to inquire of Professor John 
whether he had revealed anything about me or mine to 
Mrs. Bacca. His answer was that although, of course, I 
had been often the subject of conversation while Mrs. 
Bacca was staying with Professor and Mrs. John, he couid 
not recall that he had ever mentioned to Mrs: Bacca any
thing important about me or mine, and he felt sure that 
she on her part had never asked any questions or displayed 
any interest in me or my affairs. This was highly satis
factory, and proves that the remarkable knowledge dis
played by Mr·s. Bacca's ·controls was not her knowledge, 
nor wa:s it derived from her. They merely used her voice 
and her handwriting to communicate what they knew, 
but she did not. 

Additional proof of this, if proof were needed, is found 
in the fact that the longer Mrs. Bacca stayed with us, the 
more detailed and accurate became the knowledge that 
her controls evinced of us and our affairs. It was just the 
same with Dr. Phinuit and Sir Oliver Lodge. At first they 
knew very little, and often made mistakes; and besides 
this, it was evident that they often guessed, and guessed 
wrong, and they often fished, . and tried to supplement 
their knowledge by artful attempts to draw me out and 
extract unguarded admissions from me. In this I need 
scarcely say they were not successful. I was always on my 
guard, and always one too many for them. Perhaps I had 
better relate an instance of the kind of thing I mean. I 
possess a library of valuable bound books bequeathed to 
nie by my grandfather, and bearing his book-plate, and as 
one of the most striking manifestations of Mrs. Piper's 
control, Dr. Phinuit, consisted in declaring how Lady 
Lodge became possessed of her rings and other trinkets, so 
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one of the most striking manifestations of Mrs. Bacca's 
control, Mrs. Shegessdit, consisted in declaring how I 
became possessed of my books. My grandfather's library 
is contained in a large bookcase, also a legacy from him, 
which is almost filled with his books, but contains also 
a few other handsome volumes acquired from different 

, sources. When I showed Mrs. Shegessdit a book out of 
this bookcase and asked her from whom I had acquired it, 
she answered quite correctly, nine times out of ten, that it 
was left to me from my ·grandfather. On one occasion, 
however, I showed her, from the same case, a book that 
had been given to me by my maternal uncle, and this also 
she erroneously attributed to my grandfather's legacy. I 
told her at once that she was wrong. (I do not mince 
matters with Mrs. Shegessdit, whom I do not trust, "though 
I need scarcely say that I trust Mrs. Bacca completely.) 
It will scarcely be believed, but I saw with my own eyes 
that on subsequent occasions Mrs. Shegessdit was using 
Mrs. Bacca's hands to open the books, so that Mrs. Shegess
dit might look with _Mrs. Bacca's eyes at the book-plate ; 
and not until she had seen the book-plate would she 
venture an opinion as to the source whence I had acquireq 

. the book. In these cases I did not regard the proof of 
supernormal agency as veridical, but in the cases of the 
other books, where nothing of ~he kind was attempted, I 
am convinced that something more is involved than is 
recognized in the present state of orthodox science. I 
repeat here, with respect to Mrs. Shegessdit, what Sir 
Oliver Lodge says with respect to Dt. Phinuit: 'I have 
now to assert with entire confidence that, pressing the 
ingenious-guessing and unconscious-indication hypothesis 
to its utmost limit, it can only be held to account for a 
very few of~' Mrs. Shegessdit's statements. I say this 
with -the more confidence since Mrs. Shegessdit's revela
tions were all of precisely the saine character as Dr. 
Phinuit's, that is to say they all had reference to little 
petty details in the lives of myself and my family, such as 
no one but a prying, gossiping, shallow-pated old woman 
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would take any interest in, and such as could easily become 
known to anyone who lived for some time in the family, as 
Mrs. Shegessdit evidently did. 

I cast no reflection on. Mrs. Bacca. ; No one who has 
witnessed her absolutely genuine and artless manner but 
has been perfectly convinced of her transparent honesty 
of purpose; but there is no doubt that Mrs. Shegessdit, 
like Dr. Phinuit, fishes and guesses, and ' ekes out the 
scantiness of [her] information from the resources of a 
lively imagination,' and it is always to be remembered 
that Mrs. Shegessclit had the run of my house just as Dr. 
Phinuit had the run of Sir Oliver Lodge's. She was Mrs. 
Bacca's familiar spirit, and Mrs. Bacca was staying in my 
house. While Mrs. Bacca was entirely above suspicion, 
and far too much a lady to go peeking and prying about 
the house, looking into books and records, and picking up 
information here and there, this was just the kind of thing 
that Mrs. Shegessdit would delight in; and it is to be 
remembered that she was in attendance on Mrs. Bacca 
for only an hour or two every day. The rest of the time 
she had to herself, and it is particularly to be remarked 
that the longer Mrs. Bacca stayed in the house, the more 
complete and detailed did Mrs. Shegessdit's knowledge 
become. $ir Oliver Lodge noticed the same peculiarity 
with respect to Dr. Phinuit. It is only at first that these 
two old women make. skilful guesses and well-directed 
shots. After a time their knowledge becomes more com
plete; and the longer they stay, the less need have they 
to resort to these discreditable proceedings. I wish, how
ever, to impress upon the reader that, though these obser
vations throw doubt on the supernormal source of the 
knowledge possessed by Mrs. Shegessdit, they leave un
touched the supernormal character of the communication 
of this knowledge to Mrs. Bacca, or rather, through Mrs. 
Bacca to me. With Sir Oliver Lodge, I assert confidently 
that thought transference is the most commonplace explana
tion to which it is possible to appeal, otherwise we must 
suppose that Mrs. Shegessdit does not exist at all, and that 
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the whole knowledge is Mrs. Bacca's; who communicated it 
to me in the ordinary way; but against this we have Mrs. 
~Bacca's positive assertion that she knows nothing about 
it, and that her voice utters, and her hand writes, matters of 
which she is entirely unconscious. If the information is 
acquired and communicated by Mrs. Bacca, this seems to 
me even a more commonplace explanation than the other, 
that it is acquired and communicated by Mrs. Shegessdit. 
It is, in fact, 'so commonplace that I refuse to accept it. 
I prefer the hypothesis of the familiar spirit and the 
thought tr:ans!erence; and I submit that I have a perfect 
right to select whichever hypothesis I please, without sub
mitting to the tyrannical dictation of orthodox science, 
which obstinately refuses to recognize the supernormal 
character of these manifestations. 

Some of the things revealed by Mrs. Shegessdit were 
such as Mrs. Bacca could not possibly have known. For 
instance, she revealed that my younger sister had had 
measles when a child. She could not possibly have known 
this from me, for I had completely forgotten it, and was 
inclined to doubt it when it was mentioned. Mrs. Bacca 
did not even know that I had a sister, though Mrs. 
Shegessdit might have acquired the knowledge from seeing 
on the hall table, where I leave letters for the post, my 
weekly letters to my sister. I am confident, however, that 
Mrs. Bacca would not stoop to pry into the identity of my 
correspondents. But neither Mrs. Bacca nor Mrs. Shegess
dit could possibly have gained, by any but supernormal 
means, the knowledge that my sister had had measles 
when a chHd. I naturally asked at what age she had had 
the measles, and received the reply that it was when she 
was four years old. On inquiry of my sister I found it 
was when she was fifteen, so that whether this was a bona 
fide mistake, or whether Mrs. Shegessdit was confusing 
this sister with another one, or whether this was an in
genious guess and a not very well directed shot, I am not 
sure ; but Mrs. Shegessdit was perfectly right about 
the fact that niy sister had had measles ; and this fact 
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could not have become known to her by any l'lormal 
means. 

In conseqvence -of the critical attitude that I think it 
right to adopt, the only attitude in which these pheno
mena can be .properly investigated, I have laid stress, too 
much stress perhaps, upon the mistakes of Mrs. Shegessdit; 
but · it is only fair that I should record also the occasions 
on which she revealed an accurate knowledge of things 
that Mrs. Bacca could not possibly have knoWI1 by any 
normal means known to orthodox science. For instance, __ 
she told me that I was very fond of music_; that I have 
great insight into character, ; that I haVE~ a truly logical 
inind ; that I am very attractive to the opposite sex ; that 
I have had many love affairs, and other particulars of my 
past life which it is clearly impossible Mrs. Bacca could 
have known, and I need scarcely say that these revelatio:r:is 
made a great impression on me. However, I cannot say 
that I like Mrs. Shegessdit,. though in some respects she 
was an attractive person. What was inimical to rne was 
th.at she had no sense c;if humour. When she said that the 
age at which my sister had meas!es was at four years old, 
when in fact it was fifteen, I was led to remark (humor
ously) that ' she guessed it.' Tills was a pun on the name 
of the control, and seemed to me not only .a harmless joke, 
but a very clever one. However, it gave great offence to 
Mrs. Bacca's control, and she (the control) went off in a 
huff, and refused to control an,y more. , . I was not alto
gether sorry, for her place was taken by a much more 
interesting person, who had news of a very important 
character to communicate . . 

This was the spirit of a fellow-student of mine, a man 
named Hodgkins, who died-I mean passed over-about 
forty years ago, and whose whimsical ways I had often 
described in the family circle, though not, as fq.r as I re
member, when Mrs. Bacca wa? present. She could not 
possibly therefore have known anything about -him. I 
requested her to call him up, and he must have been close 
at hand, for he responded immediately. It is a solemn' 
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and pleasing thought that those we have known in the 
flesh are always near us after they have become discarnate, 
and ever ready to enter into communication if only we qm 
find a sufficiently powerful medium. A thought strikes 
me, that if a man has a very large acquaintance before he 
has passed over, he must find it 'difficult to haunt them 
all at once persistently, but we do not know enough of the 
conditions to speculate on this matter. Perhaps they all 
cluster round one · popular person : at any rate, Mrs. 
Bacca never seemed to have to fetch them from a distance. 
They always responded instantly to her call, and seemed 
to be close at hand ; and yet it . was clear that some (of 
them, like Hodgkins himself, must have lived in very 
different and distant surroundings. These things are 
very difficult to explain, but our knowledge is extending, 
and extending to some extent, I am glad to think, by my 
efforts. 

Hodgkins, while he was with us in the flesh, was a bit 
of a rip. He was always in debt, seldom sober, given to 
billiards, betting, race-courses, and the society of females 
of the baser sort, a shirker from lectures, and so neglectful 
of his hospital work that I am afraid more than one 
patient's life was sacrificed by his negligence; but he was 
populw with us all, for he was an obliging, humorous, 
amusing fellow. 

I asked Mrs. Bacca to call him up, ,and though I had 
forgotten, if I ever knew, his Christian name, and though 
there must be many Hodgkinses where he is, he seems to 
have answered at once, for she immediately reported that 
he was present, and the following dialogue ensued: 

M. Hallo ! Are you there ? 
H. Number, please. . _ 
M. What do you mean? You died-I mean passed 

over-long before the telephone was invented. 
H. So I did. I was forgetting-- (Here Mrs. Bacca 

seemed a little confused, reflecting, I suppose, the con
fusion of her control.) That you, Mercier? 

M. Yes. 
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H. Don't go away. 
M. I am not thinking of going away ; but what makes 

you speak like a telephone girl ? 
H. Lots of 'em down here, old sport. (At this point it 

seemed to me-I cannot be quite sure, but it certainly 
_ seemed to me that Mrs. Bacca winked. I suppose the 

control had indeed assumed complete control of her 
physical organization. I had never before seen Mrs. 
Bacca wink-at least, hardly ever.) 

M. Come, this won't do. The appellation 'old sport' 
was not invented until long after you were dead. You 
are a living-I mean a spiritual-anachronism. You 
cannot be Hodgkins. You are an impostor. 

H. Keep your hair on. That one is all right, at any rate. 
Learnt' old sport' from the knuts. Lots of 'em down here, 
old thing. I keep up to date, you see. 

M. Why do you say ' down here ' ? Are you not in 
Summerland ? 

H. Rather! Dooced hot summer, too, I can tell you. 
I say- that you, Mercier ? 

M. Well? 
H. Got a sovereign about you_? 
M. I believe you are Hodgkins after all. Never mind 

the sovereign for the moment : I want you to giv~ me 
some information: (I had been intensely interested in the 
knowledge of Summerland vouchsafed to Sir Oliver Lodge, 
and was most anxious to verify and supplement it. I 
therefore asked Hodgkins about the things mentioned to 
Sir Oliver Lodge.) 

H. Fire away, old thing. 
M. Do you live in houses? 
H. No. 
M. What do you live in tlien? 
H. Rooms. D'you take me for a blooming millionaire ? 

If I was, I shouldn't want to borrow a sovereign of you. 
Lend us a quid, old chap. 

M. We will talk about that presently. What are your 
houses built of ? 
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H. Fire-brick_. 
M. Why fire-brick? 
H. You'll know when you come here, old thing. 

_ M. Do you wear clothes ? ,~!Ii 
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H. What do you take me for ? D'you think I talk to 
the telephone girls without any elothes on ? I may be a 
rip, as you told Mrs. Bacca; but I'm not like that, and you 
know it. (I have no recollection of telling Mrs. Bacca, 
but I may have done so unintentionally.) 
, M. I beg your pardon, I was anxious to know about 
discarnate intelligences. YOU qo wear clothes then : 
what are they made of ?, · ' •i;,~i~t,.~1 ? • 

H . .Asbestos. F'.~;"~[W- .fl''.\\',; ;'.:~· ' ~ 
M. What a curious substance to make clothes of. Why 

asbestos? 
H. Nothing ~lse would stand the heat. 
M. Is it so hot then? 
H: Hot is no word for it. Haman and the three other 

johnnies in the fiery furnace knew what it was like. 
M. Haman? You mean.Shadrach. 
H. Sheldrake or shelduck, I know I wish I had s<:lme 

water to swim in. 
M., Are y0ur clothes white ? 

. H. Of course they are to begin with. Asbestos is white, 
isn't it ? But t~ey ' don't keep white for long.] -

M. Why is that? · 
JI. Oh, you make me tired. I say; what about that 

sovereign ? · -
M. Do you get good food? 

· H. Very monotonous. 
M. What do you have for dinner? . 
H. Roast salamander, always cooked to death. 
M. Why is that ? 
H. Can't yo~ guess, fathead? Look here, I shall have 

to go directly. No being late for lecture here, I can tell 
you. Time's nearly up. If you can let me have a sovereign 
till next Wednesday, I promise faithfully to let you have 
it then. 
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M. Stop a minute. Do you get whisky and cigars ? 
Sir Oliver Lodge says you do. 

H. Whisky ! . My Gad, I haven't tasted whisky for 
forty-two years. What wouldn't I give for a B. and S. ! 
I say, fork out that quid, old man. 1 

M. I am afraid if I lend you a sovereign you will spend 
it on whisky and disgrace yourself, and perhaps get me 
into trouble. ' 

H. No fear ! Good Lord, man, you can't get whisky 
here ; and if you did, it would catch light before you could 
get it to your mouth. Look sharp with that sovereign, old 
man. I must be off, and in a hurry, too. 

M. But how shall I get it to you ? 
H. Give it to Mrs. Bacca. 
(At this point Mrs. Bacca, who had, of course, been in a. 

trance, and had been speaking in a voice sepulchrally 
hoarse, not her own, and not in the least like Hodgkins', 
interposed, and said in her own natural voice, ' I will have . 
nothing at all to do with it.' She then immediately 
relapsed into ,her trance, and again became unconscious 
of all that was being said through her mediumship.) 

M. You hear what Mrs. Bacca says. · 
H. Well, put it somewhere near her. 
(On this, I put the sovereign on the table near Mrs. 

Bacca, and no sooner had I done so than she became 
dreadfully agitated and gave three fearful shrieks, and 
then cried out in the sepulchral voice that Hodgkins has 
acquired since his, residence in Summerland.) 

H. Ow! Ow! Ow! Yes, I'll go. Take your damned 
pitchfork out of my back! Look here, old sport, I'll go 
quietly. It's a fair cop. 

There was then a dead silence, and I was so upset that 
I went to the cellaret to get just a little whisky to calm 
my nerves. When I came back, Mrs. Bacca was still in 
her trance, from which she did not wake for an unusually 
long time, and when she did come to herself she was, as 
usual, completely unconscious of all that had happened. 
Meantime, I searched for the sovereign that I had left on 
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the table, but it was gone ! Not one vesiige of the coin was 
e'l!er seen again. If this is not veridical, I should like to 
know what is. I need scarcely say that Hodgkins did not 
return on the following Wednesday; nor has he ever ap
peared since to Mrs. Bacca ; and I am sorry now that I 
lent him the sovereign, for, though I do not grudge the -
money, I might have known that I should never see him 
again, and I should much like to hear more of the part ·of 
Summerland in which he resides, and who his assailant 
could have been when he.left me so abruptly. However, I 
felt convinced that he would never appear again to Mrs. 
Bacca, so I had recourse to another medium, a Mrs. 
Lamb~ard. , . · 

Of course, I was very careful not to give Mrs. Lambnard 
the slightest indication who lwas. Not that it matters in 

,the least as Jar as I can see, but it is the, correct thing 
when _you consult a medium to give her no clue to your 
identity. I therefore wrote to her to make an appointment, 
or rather, that she might net Fecognize my handwriting, 
I had the letter typewritten, and merely said ' 1 am 
coming to consult you at 4 p.m. on the 6th proxo.' I 
addressed her by no name, and I signed no name, and 
therefore it was impossible that she should know who wai 
coming. It is true that I am something of a public 
character, and often lecture on spiritualism and other 
things to large audi,ences, and she might have been present 
at one of these lect_ures, and so become acquainted with -
my appearance ; and when I did call as arranged I was 
ushered into a waiting-room, where the first thing I saw 
was my own letter, and my stupid secretary had typed it , 
upon my ordinary notepaper with my address upon it. 
It is just barely possible, therefore, that Mrs. Lambnard 
may have guessed who I was, -and I ·do not regard niy 
anonymity q,_s veridical, though it is my psychological 
belief that she was ignorant of my identity. However, I 
cannot see that it matters in the least. The important 
thing was that Hodgkins should not know w.ho was calling 
him up. I wanted _my sovereign back, and he was not 
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likely to come if he knew who was sending for l).im. 
Mrs. Lambnard was a businessli~e little body. She came 
bustling in, and asked me what department I required. 
' Department ? ' said L ' What departments have you ? ' 

' Religious Consolation, two and sixpence an hour ; 
Reading Character, five shillings; Inquiries after lost 
property, ten and six; Interviews with the passed over, 
two guineas ; Advice in love affairs, three guineas.' 

I asked her whether she did all these things herself, or 
whether she had assistance. She said she had no assist
ance but that of her controls. I asked her who her controls 
were. She replied : ' Religious Consolation, Rector and 
Vicar; Reading Character, Lavater; ~nquiries after Lost 
Property, Detector and Investigator; Interviews with 
the Passed Over, dear little Googdo; Advice in Lo_ve 
Affairs, Abelard and Heloise.; 

I said I would take two guineas~ worth of dear little 
Googoo; and we went into the consulting-room, in which 
the blinds were drawn and a red lamp was burning. There 
was a slight odour of incense, and it was all very solemn 
and mysterious and impressive. 

' It will have to be automatic speech,' said Mrs. Lamb
:nard. ' Dear little Googoo is an infant, and has not yet 
learned to write.' 

' So much the better,' I replied, ' we shall get on quicker ; 
but I ought to tell you that I wish to call up a former 
fellow-student of mine, and I am sorry to say he was rather 
a loose character, so that I am afraid his conversation will 
scarcely be fit for a baby to hear. Have you no other 
control for this department ? ' 

' That does not matter in the least,' said Mrs. Lambnard. 
'Dear little Googoo is accustomed to all kinds of conversa
tion. She is a very knowing child.' 

' Is she a child of yours who has passed over ? ' 
' Oh, dear no ! ' said Mrs. Lambnard, with something 

of a shudder. ' I do not know whose child she is, or 
whether she ever existed in the flesh at all. I think she is 
waiting to be born into This Side.' 
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If she is, I do not envy the family that acquires her, for 

a more detestable brat it was never my fortune to meet. 
' And has she controlled you long ? ' I asked. 

' Oh yes ! ' said Mrs. Lambnatd, ' for about fifteen years.' 
'Dear me, and does she not grow up?' 
Mrs. Lambnard looked at me with considerable suspi

cion. ' I have been in the business now,' she said, ' for 
twenty years, and have been controlled by dear little 
Googoo thousands of times, and that question has never 
been asked before. Are you sure you really are seeking an 
interview with your passed-over friend, or are you not a 
sceptic, come to investigate ? If this is the case, I may tell 
you at once you will not be successful. Spirits never 
attend when a sceptic is present, and dear little Googoo, 
though she is only a baby, detests a sceptic as thoroughly 
as any grown-up spirit.' 

I hastened to assure Mrs. Lambnard that I was a true 
believer, and succeeded, I think, in allaying her sus
picions, but I could not help asking how it was that dear 
little Googoo did not grow up., 

'People,' she said, 'do not grow up in Summerland. 
At least, it is believed that they do not. But had we not 
better get on with the sitting? Unless, that is to say, you 
would like to take a second hour.' 

' By no means,' I replied ; ' let us get on at once.' 
' Can you tell me the address 0f your passed-over 

friend?' • 
'I am afraid not,' I replied; 'I omitted to ask it. All 

I know is that he lives in a very warm part of Summer
land, where the houses are built of fire-brick, the passed
over are dressed in asbestos clothing, and live upon roasted 
salamanders, usually overdone. It seems to be peopled 
mainly by telephone girls and knuts.' 

' That_ will be .Sheol,' said Mrs. Lambnard. ' It is-a 
large -district, and dear little Googoo may have a difficulty 
in finding him; but she is very familiar with the district, 
for a great many of my customers' friends live there, and 
she is a great favourite with tl~e Lord Mayor of Sheol, in 



SPIRIT EXPERIENCES 

fact we think she is his daughter. But you are mistaken. 
about the telephone girls. There are some there, of course, 
but not a great many. I don't know about the knuts. 
Not many have passed over yet. But had we not better 
begin?' 
- ' By all means,' said I, and in a trice Mrs. Lambnard 
WP-$ in a trance. 

' You there, Googoo ? ' said I. / 
'Me dear ickle Googoo,' was the immediate reply. 'Oo 

naughty man to call Googoo without dear ickle. Me s'ant 
play.' 

'All right, dear little Googoo' (_detestable brat), ' I 
won't offend again. Look here, I want you to call up 
Hodgkins, my old fellow-student, who lives in rooms in 
Sheol.' 

'Me know Hodgkins. Naughty man. Give dear ickle 
GQogoo red-hot brandy ball. Burn dear ickle Googoo's 
mout'.' , 

'Well, call him up, there's a little dear.' 
. . , He won't come. He wants to know who you are.' 

'Tell him it's an old friend wants to talk to him.' 
'He wants to know if it is Mercier. If it is, he is parti

cularly engaged.' 
Here was a quandary. If I told him who I was, he would 

never come, and, though I have no scruple in telling a 
white lie on occasion, I did not like to corrupt the mind of 

. "an infant. I might have spared my scrui;le, however, for 
I soon found that dear little Googoo is a much more 
accomplished liar than I am. 

' Tell him the gentleman wants a game of billiards with 
him.' · I thought this a pretty safe draw, for Hodgkins 
used to be an accomplished billiard player, and used to 
make a little income off the tables. 

' He asks if you see any green ? ' 
'Look here, dear little Googoo, t ell him it is Mercier, and 

tell him I'll lend him another half-sovereign if he'll come.' 
Googoo (sotto voce) . 'Half a sovereign no dam use. 

Make it two.' 
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M. 'Two half-sovereigns or two sovereigns? ' _ 
G. (sotto voce). 'Two sovereigns of course, you old 

mug. It won't cost you anything to promise. You 
needn't pay him.' 

I was considerably taken aback. Such depravity in an 
infant in arms I did not expect. However, the proposal 
seemed worth consideration, and I began to think it over, 
but while I was hesitating it seems that Googoo had 
already made the proposal for me, for the next message 
that came through was : 

'He say plank it down on table.' 
I could not help noticing that dear little Googoo had 

relapsed into baby talk, her previous utterances having 
been quite adult in character. This-curious phenomenon 
seems usual in child controls, for th~ same peculiarity is 
constantly to be noticed in Feda's communications. I 
am bound to say that there is no recorded instance of 
Feda using bad language, though it does seem to me that 
she is not always truthful. However, there is nothing 
abnormal in this, for children very seldom are quite 
truthful. Truthfulness is an accomplishment that is 
acquired as we grow up, and not always then. 

But what was to be done ? If I planked down my two 
sovereigns, Hodgkins would assuredly grab therµ ; and 
yet if I did not, I should lose all chance of obtafuing 
further: information about the part of Summerland in 
which he was interned. I decided to plank d >wn the 
coins, but to keep a sharp eye on them, and to keep them 
within my reach. Accordingly, I planked them down, 
and the following dialogue ensued : 

H. That you, Mercier ? 
M. Hallo, Hodgkins! I thought perhaps you would 

like a game of billiards. 
H. Given it up, old thing. Too hot ! 
M. Why don't you get them to put electric fans in the 

billiard rooms ? 
H. So we did. No use. Changed the colour of the 

balls. Couldn't tell t'other from which. 
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M. Nonsense! How could a fan in the window change 
the colour of th~ balls ? · 

H. Why, old sport, the red balls are red hot and the 
white balls are white hot, and when the fan was put in 
the white balls cooled down to ::i. red heat, and you can't 
play billiards with three red balls you know. Same with 
the white ball at pool. 

M. I see, but now tell me, Hodgkins, have you grown 
any older? You don't appear to have done so, by what 
I hear you say. 

H. Can't say, old sport. Don't feel any older ; but 
you can have a look at me if you like. 

M. Can I really ? Do you really mean it ? I would 
give anything-that is, I should rather like to see you 
again, just for the sake of old times, you know. 

H. I know, old sport. You are as keen as.mustard, and 
would plank down handsomely to see a real spook. Spring 
a fiver, and I'm your m~n. 

M. I assure you you quite mistake me. I should like 
to have a glimpse of you, just for old times' sake, but I am 
n·ot particularly anxious. (This was not strictly veridical.) 

Googoo. Oh, fie! 'oo knows 'oo wants to see old 
Hodgkins. , 

M. Hold yo~r tongue, you little brat I I don't care 
whether I see him or not. -

Here Googoo set up a dismal how( and the conversation 
was interrupted until I had given her half a crown to buy 
chocolates with. Eventually it was settled, after a good 
deal of bargaining, that I phould add three more sovereigns 
to those on the table, and that Hodgkins should show 
himself. I determined, however, to keep a sharp eye on 
the coins, which I placed just in front of me, and not to 
part with them unless Hodgkins actually appeared. Just 
at this time Mrs. Lambnard became rather restless, the 
red light became dimmer, and I saw a spirit hand manipu
lating the lamp. Then I heard what sounded like an 
electric bell ring somewhere downstairs, and the muffled 
sound of a harmonium ·was heard playing some solemn 
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strain. It sounded to me rather like 'The Lost Chord,' but 
Googoo said it was· angel-music. Again the light dimin
ished, and again I thought I saw a spectral hand manipu
lating the red lamp; and this must have been a spirit 
hand, for Mrs. Lambnard was still in a deep trance, and 
indeed when the seance was over she assured me that she 
had known nothing 'of what was passing, but was absorbed \ 
in beatific visions. After a longish pause, Googoo called 
out, 'Look behind 'oo ! ' I turned ro~nd, and in a corner 
of the room, in front of a curtain that hung there, I saw 
a wavering light, something like the light of an optical 
lantern or . a moving picture, only that it was very dim. 
Presently a shadow appeared within this circle of light, 
much as if a picture had been thrown on a screen, but was 
still a good deal out of focus. It never became very dis
tinct, but it was distinct enough for me to recognize the 
portrait Qf a good-looking middle-aged man, about forty, 
I should say, with black hair and beard. I was dumb
founded. 

M. Is that you, Hodgkins ? 
Googoo. He say it very· difficult. He feel very strange. 

Not like himself. 
M. It certainly is not like ·himself. Why, Hodgkins, 

when you died-I mean passed over-you were a young 
man of two or three and twenty. Now you must be sixty
five or sixty-six, and you don't look more than forty. 

H. We ·grow old very slowly here. 
M. But, man alive! you were sandy, and now your 

hair is as black as a coal. . ' 
H. You see I live in a colliery district. · 
M. The deuce you do; but your nose, man! You had 

a broken nose, and before it was broken in that street 
row it turned up ; now it is a hook nose. 

H. Yes, I had an operation performed. Surgeons here 
are very skilful. 

M. My gracious! I should say so; but there's another 
thing-

A t this moment the light went out, and the figure of 
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~ourse disappeared. I did not know what to make of it. 
The face was not the least like Hodgkins', but, of course, 
a man changes in forty years. Still, on this side he does 
not change as much as that. I wanted to see some more 
of him, and I called after him. 

M. Hodgkins ! Hodgkins, you old blackguard ! 
H. Who's dat a-calling so sweet ? 
Jf. Look here, Hodgkins, show yourself again a 

moment. I want to know-- -
H. Sorry, old man, must go. Overstayed my time last 

visit, and got toko. So long. Many thanks for the fiver. 
It was very annoying, but in my absorption in attend

ing to the apparition I had neglected to look after the 
money, and now it was gone. I put an end to the sitting. 
Mrs. Lambnard came out of her trance, turned up the 
lamp-it was an ordinary photographic dark-room lamp, 
I now saw-remov:ed the red shade, and we both hunted 
for the money, .but it was nowhere to be found. Mean
time the seance had rµn into another hQur, which meant 
two guineas more, and the apparition was, I found, an 
extra, so that the whole sitting cost me £12, not counting 
the half-crown to Googoo. I should not have grudged the 
money if I could have been sure that the apparition was 
that of Hodgkins, but I have come to the conclusion that 
the Hodkgins I had interviewed was not my Hodgkins at 
all, but was another man of the same.name and tastes. I 
am inclined to believe that that little beast Googoo knew 
all the time that it was the wrong man ; and I have a 
grave suspicion that she knew where the five pounds went 
to. She is a detestable little brat. Consulting mediums 
certainly does come expensive, and always costs more than 
you expect. 

There was nothing very much out of the way in 
these experiences with professional mediums, but my 
next -experiences of spiritualism were of a very extra
ordinary character. On July 25th I tra.velled to London 
by the train that is due to leave Parkstone at half-past 
seven in the morning. It was punctual by station time, 
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but according )olmy watch it was nearly half ;,a minute 
behind time, and I verified my watch by Big Ben when I 
arrived in London. My watch had gained, I found, nearly 
a minute on the true time as rpcorded by Big Ben, and 
therefore the train had left my station half a minute 
before the advertised time of starting. I mention these 
particulars to show that I am careful to follow Sir Oliver 
Lodg.e's injunctions with respect to accuracy. -, One of 
the things,' he says, ' I want to impress upon all readers, 
especially upon those who are gifted with a faculty for 
receiving impressions which are worth recording, is that 
too much care cannot be expended in getting the record 
exact. Exact in every particular, especially as regards 
the matter of time.' It is in accordance with this precept 
that I record the foregoing particulars, though I little 
suspected when I started what momentous experiences I 
should go through before I arrived at my destination. 

When the train drew up at Bournemouth, an elderly 
gentleman walked along it, inspecting carriage after 
carriage, until he finally selected that of which I was the 
only occupant, and took his seat opposite to me. The · 
train waits for some ten minutes or so at Bournemouth, 
and just as it was starting another gentleman entered, 
and took his seat in the corner furthest from us both. The 
new-comer was a jolly, burly, red-faced, farmer-looking 
man, and the one who first entered was an elderly, thought
ful looking person,-who might, I thought, be a barrister 
or a . solicitor. The train started just as the last comer 
entered, and we were all three soon immersed in the 
morning papers. The man opposite me read the Morning 
Post, which confirmed me in the opinion that he belonged 
to the upper ranks of society, and the burly man read a 
paper I had never seen before, which attracted my atten
tion by its unusual colour. It was a bright pink, some
thing like the colour of The Globe, but brighter. I mention 
these particulars to show that I am not unobservant ; in 
fact, I keep my eyes pretty wide open, especially when I 
am travelling with strangers ; and I a:qmse myself by 
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.. judging of their character and occupations. In these 
speculations I am rarely misled, and that I was right on 
this occasion will appear in the sequel. I have already 
mentioned that Mrs. Shegessdit discovered my insight 
into character, and. I may here say that I draw my in
ferences from slight indicatio:z:is, such as an unobservant 
person would perhaps not notice. Thus, I judged from 
the burly man's complexion that he did not live a sedentary 
life, but was much in the open air ; from his gaiters that 
he walked about in all weathers; and from the fact that 
he carried a pair of field-glasses slung over his shoulder 
by a strap I conduded that he often had to make observa
tions at a distance ; and thus from the concordance of 
several small indications I concluded that he must be a 
farmer, and I had no doubt that if I could obtain a sight 
of the paper he was req.ding I should find it to be an 
agricultural journal. As a matter of fact, he kept it so 
folded that I could only see part of the title. It was the 
something Times, but what the preceding word was I 
could not say. I learnt this method from the very in
structive practice of Mr. Sherlock Holmes, as described 
by that e.minent writer, Sir Conan Doyle. Apart from the 
occupation and amusement it furnishes when one is travel
ling, I have found it of great value in affording me indica
tions as to character, and I can generally tell pretty 
accurately whether a stranger is a person to be trusted. 
I felt instinctively that the burly, jolly-looking man was a 
fine specimen of _the prosperous agriculturist; probably 
farming his own land, a class that forms the very backbone 
of the country.. The other, man looked, as I have said, 
like a barrister, and subsequent experience showed that 
in this I was correct, as will hereafter appear. 

As we were passing through the 'New Forest, the man 
opposite to me, whom I will call A., put down his Morning 
Post and lit a cigar, at the same time very civilly offering 
his case to me. I do not smoke cigars in the morning, and 
declined his offer, but we had a ·little conversation, in the 
course of which I naturally referred to the spiritualistic 
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experiences I had lately been through, and of which my 
mind was full, so true it is that ' out of the furness of the 
heart the mouth speaketh.' In particular, I described my 
own performance as an agent in transferring to Miss F . 
the thought of the · card, as already described in this 
account ; and I could see that my description made a 
great impression upon my fellow-traveller. He looked at 
me with great intensity, and with a puzzled expression, as 
if he did not quite believe my account. I am naturally 
rather proud of my gift as a thought-transferer, and in 
order io remove any doubt he might have, I described all 
the precautions I took, and the care I exercised to give no 
indication whatever of the card I thought of. It seemed to 
me that his face gradually cleared, and evidently I con
vinced him ; for he.remarked that he used to know a trick 
at cards. I assured him that this was no trick, but true 
thought-transference, and to prove it I related some of my 
other experiences. By this time the burly man, whom I 
will call B., had joined us, evidently much interested in 
my conversation, and in the hope of making some converts 
I launched out and described other manifestations that ' 
had been vouchsafed to me. He was intensely interested, 
and presently asked A. if he would mind showing us the 
card trick of which he had spoken. A. said it was not so 
much a trick as a transfer or substitution of one card for 
another, that he had never got quite to the bottom of it, 
and that for all he knew it might be due to the agency of 
spirits; but he was rather afraid of spiritualistic pheno
mena, and did not care to practise it, especially before a 
person who seemed to be a powerful medium (meaning me). 

At this I was naturally very much interested, and 
perhaps a little flattered, for I had never before considered 
myself a powerful medium, though of course I was aware 
that I had some mediumistic power. I begged him to give 
us a manifestation, and B. seconded my entreaties. A. was 
very reluctant to try, but at length he yielded to our 
persuasion, or rather to mine, for he seemed to take very 
little notice of what B. said, and almost ignored him. By 
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good fortune he happened to have a pack of cards in his 
pocket. He said that on long journeys, which his pro
fession often compelled him to take (no doubt he meant 
when going on circuit), he was accustomed to while away 
the time with a game of patience. 

The manifestation was as follows. Selecting three cards 
from the pack, he placed one corner of each on the tip of 
his thumb, while the adjoining corners were held respec
tively by his first, second, and third fingers. He begged 
me to hotice the position of one of the cards, to keep my 
eye upon it, and to take particular. notice where it fell. Hi 
would be found, he said, tha:t one of the other cards would 
sometimes be substituted for it. How this happened he 
had no idea, but the fact undoubtedly was so, and though 
he had never speculated on the matter before, but sup
posed that it was a freak of nature, he had little doubt, 
after what I had told them, that it was done by the agency 
of spirits. He then waved his hand horizontally above 
his knees, on which he had placed a rug, and let the cards 
fall one by one. I had kept my eye. on one of the cards, 
as he had instructed me, and noted where it fell. He asked 
me to select it as the cards lay face downward on his 
knees, and I immediately did so. When I turned it up 
it proved to be the card I had named, the king of clubs. 
At this point B. intervened. He said, rather rudely I 
thought, that he did not believe in spirits, that it was all 
nonsense, and that he was willing to bet that he could 
draw the card every time, and that he was quite willing 
to chanc;e the interference of the spirits; and he pronounced 
the word ' spirits ' in a tone of contempt. A. said that, of 
course, he could not command the spirits. He was not a 
medium, and in any case he did not care to bet, becaiuse 
he was not a betting man. At this B. jeered at him in a 
wg,y that I thought scarcely consistent with good taste, 
and this so nettled A. that he agreed to bet half a crown. 
He then resumed his manipulation of the cards, but the 
spirits were not present, or if present they did not act, for 
again and again A. paid half a crown to B. The thing was 
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monotonous, and I was beginning to lose interest in it, 
when at length B. turned up a card which, instead of being 
the king of clubs, as on every previous occasion, was the 
two of hearts! The spirits had acted at last! However, 
I was not quite convinced, for, as I have said, I had begun 
to lose interest, and had not fixed my attention on the 
king of clubs as carefully as I had done at first, and it was 
possible that B. h<!:d been equally careless. I therefore 
asked permission to draw the card myself, and A. was 
quite willing that I should. He said in an off-hand 
manner, 'Just as you like; I suppose you want to back 
your opinion, like our friend here.' I said I was willing 
to do so, and bet half a crown, and, watching the cards · 
very closely, I won. I was disapp1inted at this, for I 
really hoped that we were going to have a spiritualistic 
manifestation, and, though the half-crown was a trifling 
solatium, I could not help expressing my disappointment. 
They both looked at me when I said this, and A. repeated 
that he was no medium, and could not command the 
spirits, while B. said there was no accounting for tastes-a 
remark that seemed to me uncalled for, and not quite 
polite. · 

A. now suggested that perhaps I did not care to go 
on, but B. said he was sure I was too good a sportsman 
to win a bet and not give the other party a chance of 
getting it back. This put the matter in a new light, and I 
felt to a certain extent constrained to go on, though I had 
by thiS time very little hope of any successful manifesta
tion. As it turned out, it was fortunate that I did decide 
to proceed, for now the spirits intervened with a vengeance. 
I watched the cards with the most vigilant attention, and 
am prepared to swear in a court of justice that I never 
took my eyes off the king of clubs, but every time with
out exception thenceforward some other card was suO:: 
stituted for it. It was not always the same card that was 
substituted. It was sometimes the two of hearts and some
times the ten of diamonds, but never once was the king of 
clubs allowed to remain unchanged on the performer's knee. 
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The transformation interested me so intensely that 
I went on longer, perhaps, than I should have done, and 
I think the stakes were raised once or twice ; at any rate, 
in a comparatively short time I had lost £ro, and as I was 
then fully satisfied of the genuineness of the manifesta
tions I thought I need not witness any more. The burly 
•man urged me to go on, but A. told him, rather sharply, 
to let the gentleman alone. ' He knows his own business 
best,' said he; 'he is wide awake, and you can't teach 
him anything he does not know.' I felt quite pleased 
with this unsolicited testimony to my sagacity, though it 
was not really required, for those who know me know that 
I am not very easily taken in. In justice, I ought to attri
bute what practical sagacity I possess to the teaching of 
Sir Oliver Lodge, whose methods I have striven to follow 
as closely,as possible. In illustration of my habits of close 
observation I may mention that I noticed a curious thing 
in Mr. 1A.'s admonition to Mr. B. The remark actually 
made by the former was,' Let the gentleman alone, Bill; 
he knows his dwn business best,' etc. It struck me as 
curious that he should address a total stranger, as the 
burly man was, in such a familiar style, and _should call 
him by a Christian name when he could not possibly have 
known what his Christian name was. - r noticed, too, that 
the burly man whom I call B. was taken rather aback by 
this familiarity, though he did not actually say anything. 
I found afterwards that.A. had a trick of calling anyone 
to whom he was speaking ' Bill,' for after this he addressed 
me several times as Bill, and I think I may take credit 
for not being nearly as much taken aback as the burly 
man was, though I must say it surprised me at first. 
Some people have these little tricks of manner. I once 
knew an American who addressed every stranger as ' Sir'. 

The conversation now naturally turned on spiritualism, 
and especially on levitation, and the transfer of material 
bodies from place to place, and it struck me that as A. 
was, evidently unknown to himself, a medium, he might 
have experienced other spll:itualistic manifestations with· 
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out attributing them to their proper cause. I questioned 
him about this, and after a time he admitted with some 
hesitation that he had known something of the kind, but 
it was so uncanny that he did not care to talk about it, 
and besides, he was a Particular Baptist, and·was not·sure 
that it was consistent " with the principles of Particular 
Baptism. I told himJ in my jocular way, that even a 
Particular' Baptist should not be too particul_ar, and 
begged him to tell me his experiences, so that I could 
decide whether they were really owing to the agency of 
spirits or not. He looked rather grave at this, and I 
thought none the worse of him for not liking a jest on the 
subject Qf his religion. · I myself do not like jesting on the 
subject of Spiritualism. After a time, however, he yielded 
to my entreaties, and admitted that he had the power, 
which, however, he did not often exercise, of making a 
material. object disappear from one place and appear'in a 
totally different place by some means that he did not 
understand, but that was wholly unknown to orthodox 
science. I begged him to give me a demonstration, but he 
said it was impossible ; that he could not do it without at 
least three cups or similar receptacles, and some small 
solid object that would go easily into any of them. He 
had nothing of the sort with him, but if I could provide 
him with them he would try. I suggested our three hats, 
with a pocket-knife or a pencil for the solid object, but he 
said he was so out of practice that he was sure he could 
not succeed with so large an object. It must be something· 
quite small, such as a glass bead or a pea. I did not possess 
either, but .the burly man, on b~ing appealed to, said that 
he had some packets of sweet peas in his pocket,· but they 
were very choice peas, and he did not care to break into 
the packets, which would destroy their value. Of course 
I saw the justice of this, and offered to buy the whole 
packet, but he "did not care to part with them, and I was 
afraid the experiment would fall through. At length, 
however, he was good enough to let me purchase the packet 
for the same price as he gave for them-25s. They seemed 

I 
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rather expensive, but, as he said, they were very choice 
peas indeed, and would fetch thirty shillings in the market. 
I had no idea that sweet peas were so expensive, but I 
have often seen that orchids will fetch as much as £roo, 
and I know nothing about gardening, so I have no doubt 
he was right. I then proposed that Mr. A. should make 
one of the peas pass from my hat at one end of the carriage 
to his hat at the other ; but he said he was so much out of 
practice that he doubted whether he could manage to 
transfer it to such a distance, and besides, such large 
receptacles as hats were no real test. I did not quite see 
the force of this, but, of course, he must know much better 
than I could, and again I seemed destined to be disappointed, 
when the burly man that -I have called B. said he was 
taking some thimbles of his wife's to be repaired, and asked 
if they wo1:1ld do. Mr. A. said he thought perhaps they 
might, and asked for the loan of them, which was im
mediately granted. 

The experiment was of the simplest character. The 
thimbles were set up in a row, standing on their rims, and 
the pea was carefully placed by myself under one of them. 
Mr. A. then lifted them all in turn, so that we might all be 
perfectly certain as to which thimble concealed the pea, and 
especially that there was nothing whatever under either 
of the others. He should endeavour, he said, by a mental 
effort, to drive the pea from the thimble under which I had 
placed it to Qne of the other thimbles, beneath which, if 
he was successful, it would be found. He closed his eyes 
and evidently thought very hard for some time, but when 
the thimbles were lifted it was .found that he had been 
unsuccessful, for there was the pea, just where I had 
placed it. He seemed disappointed, and said that the 
spirits were not working that day, and the burly man, 
with rather questionable taste, jeered, and said he didn't 
believe in spirits. Mr. A. was inclined to abandon the ex
periment, and held out the pea to return it to me. I was 
on the point of taking it from between his finger and thumb 
when it disappeared I It was gone completely, and no 
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sign of it could be found. I offered to provide another, but 
he said he was tired, and as the spirits were not working 
it was no use going on ; and he requested me to return the 
thimbles to their owner. I took up one for the purpose, 
and there, to my great astonishment, was the pea under
neath it ! Mr. A. was as much surprised as I was. He said · 
he had not liked to mention it before, but the spirits rarely 
eared to work unless there was some money passing. It 
need not be much. Quite a little would do, say a sovereign 
or two on each transaction, but it was very difficult when 
there was no money passing. I was a good deal impressed 
with his speaking of a sovereign or two as quite a little 
money, and thought -what a wealthy man he must be ; 
and this impression was confirmed when he said that he 
did not himself care to bet, but if I would bet with the 
stranger it would make matters go ea.sier, and I should 
see that he was quite disinterested. This was perfectly 
fair, and removed from my mind any suspicion that I 
might otherwise have entertained of his motive. 

The experiments now proceeded, and the spirits became 
very active. It was evident, as in the manifestations through 
Miss F. and Miss G., that my participation was influential, 
for when the burly man placed the pea it was scarcely 
ever transferred, and the consequence was that he nearly 
always won; and when I placed it, it was invariably 
transferred, and I always lost. I was so much interested 
in this rather :flattering preference that the spirits gave to 
me that I went on longer than was quite prudent, and when 
we came to settle up I fpund I had lost £53. This was a 
good deal more than I had bargained for, and I was now 
inclined to stop, having perfectly satisfied myself of the 
power of the spirits, and witnessed a most interesting 
manifestation. The burly man tried to •persuade me to 
go on, but I was not going on to please him, and- just at 
this time another gentleman entered the carriage from the 
corridor. The burly man turned to him and asked him if 
he would like to try his luck. The stranger, a quiet, un
assuming little person, answered mildly,' There is nothing 



52 SPIRIT EXPERIENCES 

I should like better, but unfortµnately I happen to be a 
magistrate, and you may all be before me to-morrow, so 
it would not quite do.' Upon this my two companions 
hastily gathered up their things and left the compart
ment, and, as the train was just slowing down to its stop 
at Basingstoke, they must have left the train there, for 
much to my regret I did not see them again. ,I have 
always regretted that I did not ask the name and 
address of Mr. A., for he was evidently a medium of 
great power, and from the magistrate's allusion to ap
pearing before him I was confirmed in my impression 
that Mr. A. was a barrister. · 

Ever on the alert to make converts, like the ardent 
spiritualist I am, I now turned to the magistrate and 
recounted to him the wonderful manifestations I had just 
witnessed. He listened to me with the most earnest 
interest and attention, and, as I was delighted to see by 
his face, ~th ever-increasing wonder. In fact, my story 
seemed to throw him quite off his mental balance, for 
when I happened to mention the sum I had paid, willingly 
paid, for my experience, he made one of the most extra
ordinary remarks, or rather, he put the most extraordinary 
question, it has ever been my fortune to hear from the 
lips of living man. He asked me in the most significant 
manner, as if the question conveyed a deeper meaning · 
than appeared in the plain sense of the words, 'Pray, sir, 
does your mother know you are out ? ' I answered, with 
some dignity, that my mother had long been dead (I 
ought to have said' passed over,' but I am apt to use the 
wrong phrase when flurried) , and that I had no doubt she 
was fully aware of my w~ereabouts. Upon this, the 
stranger stared at me as if I had been some strange 
phenomenon, until I felt quiiee uncomfortable. I do not 
think the Lord Chancellor ought to appoint as magistrates 
men who are evidently not quite right in their heads. ; 

I did not feel at all inclined to hold any further conversa
tion with him, so I went to solace myself with"the pages of 
Raymond, but alas ! my dispatch-case was gone, my bag 
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was ' gone, my gold cigarette-case, which I had laid on the 
seat, was gone, and search as I might I could find none of 
them. I was so grieved and disconcerted that, although I 
had determined to have no further communication with 
the magi~trate, I really could not 1.:).elp telli11g him what 
had happened. :ije was most unsympathetic. I do not 
think the Lord Chancellor ought to appoint as magistrates 
men so utterly wanting in sympathy and discernment. 
'What can you expect,' he said,' if you consort with card
sharpers and blacklegs ? ' I was horrified. ' What ! ' I 
said. ' Do you mean tp assert that a barrister practising 
in your own court is a card-sharper ? or that that fine 
specimen of the British yeoman is a blackleg ? I blush 
for your -want of charity, and you, as a magistrate, ought 
to have more insight into human nature. This is sotne 
freak of the -spirits. I have offended them in some way, 
and they have abstracted my belongings as a punishment, 
or transferred them to ,some other compartment. l will 
search th_e tni,in and see.' I did so', but without any result. 
The-only one of tny belongings that was ever restored to 
me was my copy of Raymond, which was found on the 
floor of the refreshment-room at Basingstoke, soiled and 
dirty, but most precious to me. My other things I never · 
saw again. 
_ When I go over my morning's experience iii my mind, 
as I often do, I really scarcely know what to think. Noth
ing will ever make me believe that a true medium, a . 
person who has such an absolutely genuine and artless 
manner as my barrister friend, is npt a person of trans
parent honesty of purpose. ' I 'recognize that this is not 
evidence to those- who wern not present, but I can only 
say that to the very best of my [psychological] belief no 
collusion or trickery was possible under the varied circum
stancd of the experiments.' More evidence, or better 
evidence, than this no reasonable ·man can desire; but I 
admit that I sometimes have suspicions of the farmer. It 
is true that his manner also was absolutely genuine and 
artless, and therefore, according tq all rule, he ought to 
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have been a person of transparent honesty of purpose. I 
trust I do him no injustice, but there is the fact that my 
property is gone. · It lies between him and the spirits, and, 
as we know there are lying and dishonest spirits·, I really 
scars;ely know what to think. 

It was the spirits, it was t elergy with a vengeance; 
and, as spirits cannot_ produce manifestations in the 
presence of sceptics, it is clear that neither the burly 
man nor the magistrate could have been as sceptical as 
they pretended to be. When I think of my gold cigarette 
case, a present from a valued friend, I sometimes wish I 
had been a little more sceptical myself. But then I 
should not have witnessed these wonderful manifesta
tions. After all, communion with spirits is, as the 
mediums say, worth a .good deal; and at any rate I 
have had my experience. 
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·an anim'al in a cage. It is Nature itself. The. wheels 

\
1

1 I \ 

are those of the Univ.erse an,d of Life. They are .shown 
in ~ovement·, w~aving suns and planets ' and safollites out 
of star-mi;:it, $haping1living things ever more cozii_plex and 
wpnderful until man himself appears, be~rfng mari up:w:ards 

' fro~ the savage state a~ng the paths of progress. 
Never before has so broad a theµie been attempted in a 

book for children.'. "THE'WQ'RLD'S WONDER STORIES· ~ 
hl'.'ings it well withi·n the capacity of children from twel'Ve, 

I ' 
to fifteen y~31rs of age. It is m!llde easy for" them ~by the 
unstudied simplicity o'f the laing~age; 'and it is 'made as 
attractive as a story bf adventure by the charin. 'of a 
bright , con~ersational style. Bpth matter and in~nner are· 

• \ "' ' • .:r . 
admitaibly suited to awaken interest in the world of real 
•things, ~nd to encourage· the • lo~e of kn~wleqge •·and of 
truth. 
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