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FOREWORD

These are days of great unrest in all walks of life.
Many are running to and fro seeking a firm founda-
tion on which to erect their Temple of Truth. These
are the days foretold by the prophet Amos: “Behold,
the days come, saith the Lord God, that I will send a
famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst
for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.”* It
takes but little insight to see in present day conditions
the literal fulfillment of the prophecy: “For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall de-
ceive many. * * * Then if any man shall say unto
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.” 2
But that we may not be deceived there must be some
firm foundation on which we can rest assured and
build. Where shall this be found? This is the ques-
tion which this volume seeks to answer through the
interpretation of the spiritual meanings of the un-
changing symbols handed down to mankind in the only
exact science, numbers. It does not profess to be the
1 and only Book of Wisdom, the only true and satisfy-
ing solution of the world’s problems, but it does strive
to set forth an exposition of the framework on which
the cosmic philosophy of the ancient Wisdom Religion
was based (subject to the human limitations of the
transmitting personalities), together with such inspi-
rational Light as has been vouchsafed to the authors,
who make no claim to aught save the office of trans-
mitters and distributors of the spiritual food especially
stored and preserved in the storehouse of the King, in
readiness for this time of famine.

Today many are striving to appease this Soul-hun-
ger. Many well-intentioned teachers who have had a

1 Amos, viii, 11. 2 St. Matthew, xxiv, 5-23.



X Foreword

realization of a phase of Truth strive to fill the need,
but because they have not a cosmic and all-inclusive
philosophy, they can give but a few crumbs to an hun-
gry 1 here and there, while the great mass—those who
are not content to take any single phase of Truth—
still seek, hungering, starving or feeding on the husks
of materialistic conceptions. Others, in an effort to
be less personal, are telling the hungry ones to cease
seeking for help from teachers and look only to the
Within. In fact, we have in our hands a little circular
which voices, in the following words, the note of almost
universal despair and disappointment with teachers:
“To you, who thought you had found in some great
teacher, who was perhaps the acknowledged head of
some Society, Fraternity or Religion, and who ap-
peared to you to be a ‘Master,” so marvelous was the
wisdom he taught and the works he performed; only
to awaken later to the realization that that ‘Master’
was but a human personality, with faults and weak-
nesses, and secret sins, the same as you, even tho’ that
personality may have been a channel thru which was
voiced many beautiful teachings, which seemed to you
the highest “Truth.” * * * To you, I AM come.
* * % ForI AM your real Teacher, * * * and
the only MASTER.”

This idea that all wisdom, comfort and help can be
found within is but a further fulfillment of the proph-
ecy as given in St. Matthew (xxiv, 26): “Wherefore
if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert
[of mere intellectual learning]; go not forth: behold,
he is in the secret chambers [the Within]; believe it
not.”” Here we find the 2 opposite poles of teaching,
as common in the days of the Apostles as today, antici-
pated and provided for. Where then shall we find rest,
peace and spiritual food?
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Dear Reader, long ere the famine was sent into the
land the preparation for it was made. Joseph was sent
into the darkness of Egypt to prepare for the 7 years
of famine by gathering up the over-plus of corn and
wine during the 7 years of plenty, and preserving them
in the King’s granaries and storehouses, so that when
the lean years came there should be food a-plenty for
all who asked it of the King. So the Spiritual Teachers
of the Race, the Masters of Wisdom and Elder Broth-
ers of humanity, have for our sakes dwelt in Egypt
that They might store up in the granaries of the King
of Kings the spiritual philosophy which alone can
bring satisfaction when the days of famine of the
Word are upon us. They it is who have marked out
the Way which leads direct to the storehouse of the
King of Kings.

Think you in the days of famine in Egypt, those who
came seeking the food so lavishly furnished them by
Joseph caviled at his personality? Did they say, “This
man is a Canaanite. He has served time in prison.
He has been sold as a slave. He is but human like
ourselves, with faults and weaknesses and secret sins,
even as we ourselves. He cannot feed us. We will
have none of him. The same God who gave him the
forethought to store up the corn and wine is our God.
We will find Him within, and He shall feed us, for all
things are ours?” It is obvious that such an 1 would
have gone hungry and been forced to prove the fallacy
of his doctrine. And so must it ever be. For while
the I AM is The Christ within every Soul, there is no
greater sin—if by sin we mean mistake—than the
great “heresy of separateness.” It takes all humanity
to complete the expression of the Divine, hence, since
the wisdom of no 1 man has ever evolved a complete
science or formulated a philosophy without the aid of
his predecessors, so no 1 Soul can unaided find the
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whole Truth within himself. All a Soul can find
within is its own Truth, the Truth that shall make it
free. The voice of The Christ within giveth testimony
unto Truth, 1. e, the I AM tells us unmistakably what
is Truth and what is not. Also it should be remem-
bered that all Truth comes to man through an human
intellect, either through your own or that of another,
while the I AM simply knows and recognizes Truth,
witnesses to and affirms it. Therefore, as long as we
listen to this Voice within no personality, teacher or
teaching can deceive or disappoint us; for we will
“take, eat” only from The Christ the bread that He
has broken and given to His disciples to be distributed
to the multitude; we will drink only from the Cup
that He has blessed and filled with His own spiritual
life-force. This is the basis on which we ask you to
consider the teachings of this volume. If you hear
the assenting Voice within or feel the thrill of Truth
confirmed, then partake of it to the upbuilding of your
spiritual life. If not, then pass it by until a riper
understanding reveals it to you.

The Wisdom Religion is the accumulated wisdom,
1st of Revelation; 2nd of Inner Assent by The Christ
within; and 3rd of Experience, not of any 1 man, but
of many men in all ages who have struggled, sinned,
suffered, triumphed and finally mastered the problems
and forces of life. These have left behind them a well
trodden Path leading to the very door of the store-
house of the King, where They ever stand ready to
pass on to soul-hungry, starving humanity the life-
giving food; for They have eaten of it and found it
utterly satisfying and will neither hunger nor thirst any
more. Some morsels are offered herein. Take, eat, if
you will, and be satisfied.



PREFACE

“The twenty-two sounds and letters are the
Foundation of all things. Three mothers, seven
tliIoublles and twelve simples.” —Sepher Yetzirah,

Qur great desire in presenting this work to the
public is that it shall be a practical treatise; that it
shall explain to the student the reason for and the
nature of the many mysterious experiences which he
encounters as the Path of Attainment unfolds before
and within him, to the end that he may understand
their significance, learn their lessons and avoid the
mistakes and discouragements which result from igno-
rance of the Law. In other words, we shall endeavor
to show that all personal experiences are expressions
of the 1 Great Law manifesting according to mathe-
matical principles, demonstrating that the unfoldment
of the godlike possibilities inherent in each Soul fol-
lows, step by step, the same order of events that is
followed in the evolution of the Cosmos, and that such
steps are symbolized by the first 22 numbers—the
Signature or Name of God. This signature is im-
pressed upon the Cosmos through the Divine Trinity,
the 7 Sacred Planets and the 12 signs of the Zodiac.

“In fact, in the ‘Sepher Yetzirah,” God considered as
the Infinite and consequently the indefinable Being,
extended throughout all things by His power and
existence, is while above, yet not outside of numbers,
sounds and letters,—the principles and general laws
which we recognize!”?

Our effort throughout will be not to compile a work
for scholars only, but to popularize occult philosophy
by presenting in a form easily comprehensible by the

1 La Kabbale, Franck, quoted by Westcott in The Sepher Yetzirah, 8.
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average intelligent reader, the philosophic principles
symbolized by the 1st 22 numbers. These few numbers,
as we explain herein, truly form the key to the evolu-
tion of both man and the Cosmos, or The Key to the
Universe, for they symbolize and illustrate the cosmic
principles back of all manifestation, and prove mathe-
matically the relationship between the microcosm and
the macrocosm. They also mathematically demon-
strate the principles of Christian Mysticism as ex-
pounded by The Order of Christian Mystics (Order
of the 15).

In addition to giving the spiritual interpretation of
the Ist 22 numbers, we also include an explanation of
the esoteric meaning of the 22 letters of the Hebrew
alphabet which correspond to them, together with the
symbology of the 22 Major Arcana of the Tarot cards.

“The alphabet of the Hebrews is composed of 22
letters; these letters, however, are not placed by
chance, one after the other. Each of them corresponds
with a number according to its work, with a hiero-
glyphic according to its form, with a symbol according
to 1its affinities with other letters.” 2

While accepting many of the more spiritual inter-
pretations of other writers on numbers and the Tarot,
by the presentation of a great mass of original mate-
rial derived from inspirational sources, we shall avoid
making this work either a mere compilation of the
statements of others presented without elucidation or
a dry mathematical treatise.

Another feature of this work is the liberal quota-
tions from that wonderful mine of information and the
foremost authority on occultism in the Western world,
The Secret Doctrine, by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky.
This work is so large and expensive that it is possessed
only by a comparatively few scholars. Hence, for the
benefit of the great mass of occult students who would

3 The Tarot, Papus, 94.
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otherwise never partake of its riches, we will quote
extensively from it, as well as paraphrase other por-
tions whenever they will either elucidate or substan-
tiate our point or interpretation. That these quota-
tions may be easily distinguished from the original
matter, and for convenience in reference, they will be
placed in a special style of type.

The Secret Doctrine and The Voice of Isis will be
referred to so frequently herein that their titles will be
abbreviated in the footings to S. D., vol., etc., and
V. of I., respectively.

A number of our monthly lessons are referred to in
the footnotes. These will be sent free of charge until
the supply is exhausted, when requested by the pur-
chasers of this volume.

San Francisco, Cal.,
Sept. 15th, 1915,






THE KEY TO THE UNIVERSE

CHAPTER 1

THE ORIGIN OF NUMERICAL SYSTEMS.

“Every cosmogony, from the earliest to the
latest, is based upon, interlinked with, and most
closely related to, numerals and geometrical
gggures.”—The Secret Doctrine, Blavatasky, III,

“So teach us to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom.”—Psalms, xc, 12.

“God is a Number endowed with motion, which
is felt but not demonstrated.”—DBalzac.

Mathematics is the only exact science; the only 1
whose propositions are capable of conclusive proof and
demonstration. All other so-called “exact sciences”
are based upon assumptions, deductions and “working
hypotheses” which are more or less useful until further
investigation and discovery proves them to be but
partial truths. And in these days of rapid progress,
the changes of base in the “exact sciences” are so fre-
quent that the scientific text-books have to be re-
written every few years, so rapidly are the materialistic
conceptions of matter and the universe outgrown.
Only 3 centuries ago the ‘“exact science” of the
day was unanimous in the opinion that the earth was
flat, and opposed the idea of the infinity of the universe
and the plurality of worlds to such a degree that its
leaders burned Giordano Bruno at the stake for daring
to oppose their dictum. Within a decade or 2
“exact science” ridiculed the possibility of the trans-
mutation of metals, classing it as a mere vagary of
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unbalanced mystics, yet today we have the transmuta-
tion of metals going on in many laboratories as a
matter of course. Only a few years ago we were
taught that the atom was a particle of matter, but today
the same “exact science” asks us to believe that it is
not “matter” at all, but the union of 2 units of force
called “electrons.” The facts as taught by the mystics
of all ages remain; modern interpretation of them
evolves and expands.

Words are symbols of ideas, but numbers are
symbols of divine realities; spiritual verities eternal in
the heavens, which express themselves periodically in
the worlds of objectivity. “If as Pythagoras said: ‘The
world is built upon the power of numbers,” then num-
bers must be the key to the understanding of the
world.” “They are a key to the ancient views on
cosmogony, in its broad sense, including man and
beings, and the evolution of the human race, spiritu-
ally as well as physically.”?

“Hence we find numbers and figures used as an
expression and a record of thought in every ar-
chaic symbolical scripture. They are ever the
same, with certain variations only, arising from
the first figures.”*

Following Prof. Max Miiller, it is commonly ac-
cepted that our present numerical system was invented
by the Arabs, for he tells us that, ““The two words
cipher and zero, which are but one, are sufficient to
prove that our figures are borrowed from the Arabs.””®
As a matter of fact the system was introduced into
Europe by Pythagoras, who found it already fully de-
veloped in India. It is true that later the system was
widely spread by Arab traders, but they also obtained
it from India. Prof. Miiller later admits this origin
himself when he says elsewhere: “Cipher is the Arabic
cipron, which means simply, a translation of the Sans-

1 Isis Unveiled, Blavatsky, II, 407.

3 The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, I, 341.
3 Our Figures, Muiller.
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krit name of nought.”* Among the Hebrews the
kabalistic word Sephiroth also corresponds to the word
cipher, not in the sense of nothing, but rather in the
sense of containing within itself the powers of creation
by number and degrees of evolution, altho as yet
unmanifested, hence a void.

The Hindus, however, do not claim to have origi-
nated the science, for the sages declare that it was
revealed to them by the Devas (the Gods). Also,
“The Pythagoreans asserted that the doctrine of Num-
bers, the chief of all in Esotericism, had been revealed
to man by the Celestial Deities; that the World had
been called forth out of Chaos by Sound or Harmony,
and according to the principles of musical proportion.”®
These are but confirmations of the occult teaching
that the science of numbers was not slowly evolved by
primitive man learning to count on his fingers—which
is deduced as the probable origin by exoteric investi-
gators—but was a fully elaborated system of compu-
tation revealed to the priesthood of the early Races
by the Elder Brothers and Spiritual Teachers of man-
kind.®

“The symbol was the origin of measures, shadowing
forth creative law or design. * * * Reflection be-
comes more involved when it is considered that the
power of expression of the law, exactly, by numbers
clearly defining a system, was not the accident of the
language, but was its very essence, and of its primary
organic construction; therefore, neither the language,
nor the mathematical system attaching to it, could be
of man’s invention, unless both were founded upon a
prior language which afterwards became obsolete.” "

No matter how far back into the night of time
archeological or other investigations are extended, high
stages of civilization are found, each having an elabo-

“ Chips, Vol. 11, 284 (1873).

8 5. D, 1, 467.

¢ A volume might easily be written substantiating this statement,
but its truth is so self-evident to all who have investigated the subject
that we do not consider it necessary to present further evidence than

is contained in this volume. g
* The Source of Measures, Skinner, 204.
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rate numerical system, where, according to modern
scientific theories, only the most primitive conditions
might be expected. Even today we find primitive
systems existing side by side with the most advanced.
They are found, however, only among the sub-races
which are not in touch with the highest civilization of
their age. Relics of so-called primitive people—the
so-called “cave-man” and other degenerate remmants
of the earlier sub-races—are no more an index of the
stage of development to which mankind as a whole had
reached in those bygone days, than the development
of the present Bushmen of Australia or the Ainos of
Japan are an index to the height to which civilization
has reached today. The 2 extremes exist at the same
time, if not side by side® The almost incalculable
antiquity of elaborate astronomical and numerical sys-
tems is sufficiently indicated to sustain the occult teach-
ing by the following quotation:

“Diogenes Laértius carried back the astronom-
ical calculations of the Egyptians to 48,863 years
before Alexander the Great. Martianus Capella
corroborates this by telling posterity that the
Egyptians had secretly studied Astronomy for
over 40,000 years, before they imparted their
knowledge of the world. * * * Mr. Proctor shows,
in his Myths and Marvels of Astronomy, that
the ancient Astronomers had acquired a system
of the most accurate Astronomy 2,400 years B. C.;
the Hindus date their Kali Yuga from a g-reat
periodical conjunction of the Planets thirty-one
centuries B. C. * * * Simplicimus, in the sixth cen-
tury, A.D., writes that he had always heard that
the Egyptlans had kept astronomical observations
and records for a period of 630,000 years. This
statement appears to frighten Mr. Gerald Massey,
who remarks that: ‘If we read this number
of years by the month which Euxodus said the
Egyptians termed a year, 4. ¢., a course of time,
that would still yield the ]ength of two cycles
of precession (51,736 years)’.”

8 For the occult teaching on the origin of Races see the Voice

of Isu Curtiss, Chapters xiii, xv, xvii.
°$. D, I, 712:3,
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Herodotus tells us that the Egyptians founded a
system of a 12 god theogony. Hence we find in Egypt
the duo-decimal system, or method of reckoning by 12,
in common use. And it is to the use of that system
in the construction of the pyramids, that the origin
of the English foot of 12 inches has been traced. Among
the early Races the decimal system, or reckoning by 10,
was esoteric and known only to the higher Initiates
among the priesthood.

“Now, if, on the one hand, the most ancient
Indian MSS. show as yet no trace of decimal
notation in them, and Max Miiller states very
clearly that until now he has found but nine
letters, the initials of the Sanskrit numerals; on
the other hand, we have records as ancient,
to supply the wanted proof. We speak of the
sculptures and the sacred imagery in the most
ancient temples of the Far East.”™

The decimal system was held sacred because the
priesthood, having received it directly from the Divine
Teachers of mankind and having been taught its sacred
significance, understood that in the numbers from 1 to
10 the whole evolution of the Cosmos and of man, the
descent of Spirit into matter that matter might be
redeemed, together with man’s At-one-ment with the
Divine, were portrayed and revealed to those who had
eyes to see and hearts to understand.

“We know that the decimal system must have
been used by mankind of the earliest archaic ages,
since the whole astronomical and geometrical
portion of the secret sacerdotal language was built
upon the number 10, or the combination of the
male and female principles. * * * The 10, being
the sacred number of the Universe, was secret
and esoteric, both as regards the unit and cipher,
or zero, the circle.”™

The priesthood knew the dire results of the misuse,
perversion, debasement or reversal of any symbol, hence

1 S. D, 1, 386.
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would have saved mankind from all the degradation
and suffering which has resulted from the fraudulent
manipulation of these sacred symbaols by man to acquire
personal advance or power at the expense of his fellow
men; for example, the acquiring of individual wealth
at the expense of the community and mankind in gen-
eral (7. e., the worship of the Beast), in contradistinc-
tion to the creation of wealth through agriculture,
mining, manufacturing, etc.

We may here mention that 1 of the most common
ways of perverting the potencies of numbers, and per-
haps the most insidious and demoralizing in its effects
upon mankind, is the use of numbers in games of
chance or gambling. It is said that every confirmed
gambler has a more or less well developed system which
he believes is bound to win. The so-called element of
chance as applied to numbers has been demonstrated
to be subject to certain laws which bring success for
a time, and it is this mysterious property of numbers,
which the gambler senses and tries to control, that
lures him on to his inevitable ruin. For the law of
numbers does not belong to the realm of chance.
Numbers are potent factors in the working out of
Divine Law, hence no system devised by man for his
own aggrandizement or advantage at the expense of
others, can ultimately succeed. It may seemingly do
so up to a certain point or until the cycle of that par-
ticular combination of numbers reverts back to its true
rate of vibration or the key-note which belongs to that
particular expression of the Divine Law, and {fulfills
its real mission. The Law of Numbers, being the law
of the progressive manifestation of the Christos or the
Divine Light penetrating Chaos and evolving all mani-
fested things back to ultimate unity, in certain stages
may seemingly lend itself to the furtherance of evil,
but in the end this will be shown to be but the gather-
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ing together of the forces of Chaos (chance) that they
may be swept aside, swallowed up and ultimately trans-
muted into unity.

“Number is, as the great writer (Balzac)
thought, an Entity, and, at the same time, a
Breath emanating from what he called God and
what we call the ALL, the Breath which alone
could organize the physical Cosmos, ‘where naught
obtains its form but through Diety,” which is an
effect of Number.”"

Numbers may be compared to the bones of the body
in that they are the framework upon which the super-
structure of manifestation is erected. Therefore, even
if the study of occult mathematics may seem to some
but a study of dry bones, it is as necessary to the occult
student as a study of osteology to the medical student.
Its study was considered so important by the Greeks,
that it, together with physical culture, comprised the
entire educational curriculum. Their system of mathe-
matics, however, embraced 4 categories, arithmetic or
the laws of numbers; geometry or the laws of plane
and solid figures ; astronomy, which included astrology,
or the laws of both planetary motions and their spiritual
and magnetic influences; and, finally, music, under
which heading they included harmony, rhythm and
poetry, their poetry in turn embracing the history of
the world.

In the Bible, from the days of creation to the Apoca-
lypse, great stress is laid upon numbers, especially 3,
4, 7, and 12. In the Hindu scriptures, the Medas,
Upanishads, etc., numbers underlie every hymn, and
stress is laid upon 1, 3 and 7; the same system upon
which Pach or the sacred speech of Zoroaster was built.
Hence it is impossible to become an Adept and fully
grasp the deep problems of either the Brahmanical,
Buddhistic, Zoroastrian or Christian sacred books with-

1§, D., I, 956,
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out a knowledge of the significance of numbers. The
power of a mantram or hymn, or a reading from 1 of
the sacred books, varies with the numbers and syllables
of the words, the rhythm of the meter and the vibra-
tions of the tones used, in addition to the meaning of
the words themselves. This is recognized more or less
clearly in all religions, from the chanting of the sacred
sentence Om mani padme hum of the Hindu and Thi-
betan monks, the rhythmic reading from Granth Sahib
and the repetition of the sacred name Wahguru of the
Sikhs, to the intoning of the service in many branches
of the Christian church. If these various forms of
mantra are intoned slowly and with a rhythmic ca-
dence a certain effect is produced; if quickly and
sharply quite a different effect results. These effects,
being founded upon the laws of vibration, are not
imaginary nor merely the result of suggestion upon
especially sensitive persons. The nerves are like the
strings of a musical instrument and try to respond and
adjust themselves to the vibrations playing upon them,
and the effects are plainly apparent both upon the mind
and the emotions. This is the secret of the soothing
and healing power of music, as well as the stimulating
effect of martial airs.

Since all things manifest according to the laws of
numbers and vibration, everything can be made to re-
spond to these laws. Hence, 1 who hds gained the
mastery over his voice, or as the occultist would say,
can command the “Army of the Voice,” is master over
all. This is the only true magic, “Know thyself.”
Know the key-note of that which you desire, harmonize
yourself with it and then sound it.

“God geometrizes” is an ancient occult axiom which
cryptically expresses the fact that all manifestations
of God, life, nature, as they come into objectivity from
subjectivity, flow along geometrical lines and follow
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geometrical laws. “It is an interesting fact that the
superior metals crystallize at the angle or comple-
mental angle of a regular polygon. If they sometimes
followed one form and sometimes another we should
not recognize them for what they are. We depend
for the fidelity of our perceptions upon the integrity of
the Great Geometer. * * * If we steadily regard the
geometry of Nature in the same patient and sincere
manner as did Hipparchus, Ptolemy, Kepler, Tycho,
Newton, Kelvin, and others we shall probably come to
the conclusion that number, as expressed in geometrical
relations, is the most intimate expression of the Soul
of things.” ** Each such expression has its number,
rate of vibration or wave-length, its sound, color and
form, and its own place in the Grand Plan or scheme
of the universe. This is as true of the forces which
create a world as of those which create a snow crystal.
As we have said elsewhere: “All Nature-shapes can be
traced back to and analyzed into simple geometrical
figures: ¢ |AJO just as all musical notes produce
characteristic designs when made to pass through sand
or other suitable material.”” 2
“Thus the evolution and correlation of the
mysteries of Kosmos, of its growth and devel-
opment—spiritual and physical, abstract and con-

crete—were first recorded in geometrical changes
of shape.”™

In view of the above facts, some understanding of
the origin and significance of numbers and geometrical
forms is necessary to the larger conception of divine
manifestation, whether in man, nature or the universe.
For numbers are not arbitrary symbols, but constitute
a sacred science, its symbols being generated by the
manifestation of all nature and the Cosmos itself, as
we shall endeavor to show herein.

1: TheofKabala of Numbers, Sepharial, 1I, 23-7.

u $' D, 1, 341



CHAPTER 2

THE SYMBOL OF THE O AND THE SERPENT

“God is a circle, the center of which is every-
where and the circumference nowhere.”—Pascal.

“Alone, the One Form of Existence stretched
boundless, infinite, causeless, in Dreamless Sleep;
and Life pulsated unconscious in Universal Space,
throughout that All-Presence, which is sensed
by the Open Eye of Dangma.”— Stanszas of
Dzyan, 1, 8.

In numerical systems the O is the 1st symbol to be
considered, as it is the 1 from which all others proceed.
It is a symbol of Unmanifested Deity; in the Bible,
the darkness of Chaos from which the Cosmos
emerges. It is the Night of Brahm in which all is
latent, “a boundless darkness on the ground of which
appears the first central point in white.” It may sound
paradoxical to call the Deity, whom we are wont to
think of as Universal Life and Omnipotent Being, a
circle of darkness, yet right here the student must
begin to adjust his point of view to the occult and
mystical conceptions. A fundamental axiom is that
“extremes meet,” also that vibrations of light and life
may be so intense that they cannot be perceived by
man’s physical senses—the solar spectrum above violet,
for instance—hence are apparently darkness and non-
existence. Such a boundless circle of pulsating, vi-
brant yet undifferentiated life-force proceeding from
the Center of All Life, forms the “waters of the Great
Deep,” deep in that they are unfathomable and incom-
prehensible to undeveloped man. Only when the Spirit
of God moves upon these waters and the Word—the
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Son of God—is sent down into manifestation, are the
waves of this Great Deep stilled, 7. e., the vibrations are
slowed down so that that which we understand as life
begins to manifest.

Havm<T neither beginning nor end, as we have said
elsewhere: “The circle represents ‘Boundless Space
and limitless Time in Eternity. It marks off the space
in which creation takes place, or the Circle formed by
the down-pouring of the Great Creative Force. * * *
It is much like the circle of light projected by a magic
lantern, within which the pictures are to appear. In
one sense it is the circle of the unmanifested zodiac
(the pathway of our solar system1).”* In other words
it is the Boundless Sphere of Space within which our
entire Cosmos is manifesting. Our earth is but 1 point
or digit in this mighty circle or cipher.

The O is called naught or no-thing because no thing
has been differentiated or manifested. It is the Silence
of Non-Being. It is “the secret habitation of the ever
invisible Delty

“In the minds of the ancient Ph1losophers
something of the Divine and mysterious has ever
been ascribed to the shape of the circle. The
old world, consistent in its symbelism and with
its Pantheistic intuitions, uniting the visible and
the invisible Infinitudes into one, represented
Deity and its outward Veil alike —by a circle.”

“In the beginning was a great Abyss (Chaos), nei-
ther Day nor Night existed; the Abyss was Ginnun-
gagop, the yawning gulf, without beginning, without
end. All-Father, the Uncreated, the Unseen, dwelt in
the Depth of the Abyss (Space), and willed, and what
was willed came into being.”? Ireneus in writing of
the number symbolism of the Marcosians says: ‘“Be-
fore all universes there is a source (or beginning) be-
fore the primal source, prior even to that state which

1LV, of I, 414. ® Asgard and the Gods, 22.
I 5 II 573,
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is inconceivable, ineffable, unnameable, which I num-
ber as Naughtness.” *

It may be easier to form a conception of the begin-
nings of a mighty universe if we apply the same laws
and processes to the individual, for in our small way
we are all centers which send out invisible radiations
of life-force in a circle, the size of the circle being
limited by the forcefulness of the life within the center.
Until its forces are made concrete and directed toward
definite ends this circle is an invisible and unknown O
of darkness, a Chaos, yet vibrant with potencies—our
vague and unformed desires, longings and ideals. This
circle is our sea, corresponding to the Great Deep. On
it we are rocking in the little boat of our personality.
The Christ within is asleep and spiritual darkness is
upon the face of the waters. We sail over the sea of
life wholly engrossed in the things pertaining to our
personality until a tempestuous and inharmonious con-
dition arises and threatens to overwhelm us. When
the personality sees no way of escape, in desperation
it cries out: “Lord save us: we perish.” It appeals
to The Christ within: “Master, carest thou not that
we perish?” Then the Son of Man, the same omnipo-
tent Word sent forth in the beginning, arises and re-
bukes the tempestuous forces (winds) of adversity
which manifesting normally in man’s creative O
should steadily advance his evolution without over-
whelming him. The wind symbolizes the Breath of
the Spirit moving upon the waters of life. While it
should quicken the vibrations of the sea of life, it
should not be permitted to create a storm capable of
wrecking the little boat of personality. But when the
Master within is awakened He is able to rebuke the
tempestuous winds and say to the sea: “Peace, be
still.”

¢ Fragments of a Faith Forgotten, Mead, 373.
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“The Zeroana Akerne is also the ‘Boundless
Circle of Unknown Time,” from which Circle
issues the radiant Light—the Universal Sun, or
Ormazd [the Logos or the “First Born”]—and
the latter is identical with Cronus, in his Afolian
form, that of a Circle. For the Circle is Sar and
Saros, or Cycle. It was the Babylonian God
whose circular horizon was the visible symbol
of the invisible, while the Sun was the One
Circle from which proceeded the cosmic orbs,
of which he was considered the leader. Zeroana,
is the Chakra, or Circle, of Vishnu, the mysterious
emblem which is, according to the definition of
a Mystic, ‘a curve of such a nature that as to any,
the least pOas1b1e, part thereof, if the curve be
projected in either way, it will proceed and
finally re-enter upon itself, and form one and the
same curve—or that which we call the circle” No
better definition could thus be given of the natural
symbol and the evident nature of Deity, which
having its circumference everywhere (the bound-
less) has, therefore, its central point also every-
where; in other words, is in every point of the
Universe.”

The circle also represents the Garden of Eden which
contained everything that would be needed for the
growth and unfoldment of the as yet unmanifested
man or Adam, the number 1. It was into this great
encompassing O or Garden that “the Lord God” (the
7 Elohim) put the 1st man, made in their 7 fold image,
“to dress it and keep it.” In the midst of this Garden
was placed the Tree of Life which, astronomically and
astrologically, is the sun with all its life-giving powers
in the center of the zodiac, or the Dot in the circle.
As applied to man, the Tree of Life in the midst of
his “Eden” (body) refers to a deep mystery which,
when understood in its fullness, will, as the gods said,
make him “become as one of us” (the Elohim) a per-
fect O, knowing the good as well as the evil or both
halves of the (O. Man upon the physical plane stands

8s. D I 139.



30 The Key to the Universe

in the center of his circle, which reaches up to the
realms of the gods and also sweeps downward into the
nether worlds. Hence, ere he can manifest in and
master his complete (O hé must, like all Saviors, de-
scend into the hell of matter and become the savior
of all the lower kingdoms, ere he can ascend into the
higher realms or reénter Eden. This will be elabo-
rated in the chapter on number 17 in Volume IT.

A circle formed by a serpent—symbol of life and
wisdom—swallowing its tail, symbolizes unending life
or immortality. But this symbol means far more than
a cycle of time, for it also symbolizes the Source of
all creation, the Womb of Nature from which the
Universe* comes forth and also the womb from which
the future man proceeds, even the fetus in the womb
being curved upon itself in a circular fashion. This
is the esoteric meaning of the so-called temptation to
create, as allegorized in the 3rd chapter of Genesis,
when the O or the serpent began its numerical evolu-
tions within the cycle of manifestation, 7. ¢., the Garden
of Eden. The serpent therefore represents the cosmic
Great Creative Force® which manifests as sex-force
only when focused in the sex organs. The Great Cre-
ative Force is The Christ-force or that fructifying and
vivifying power through whose action all things are
brought into manifestation, not out of nothing but out
of the (O or great storehouse of potential energy
which awaits only the creative activity of “the Lord
God” (the Law of Good) to bring forth. In the bibli-
cal allegory we have the Godhead manifesting in its
positive (man) and negative (woman) aspects with
the magnetic attraction of the Creative Force (serpent-
power) uniting them and forming His likeness or the
expression of the Trinity on earth.

The manifestation of the Great Creative Force in its
aspect as sex is a most potent factor in man’s evolu-

¢ See V. of 1., 173, 244-6, 366.
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tion—spiritual as well as physical. In fact upon its
right understanding rests the destiny of mankind on
this planet. For only through generation, and the les-
sons learned through the manifestation of the Great
Creative Force in its most dense and material aspect
of sex, can mankind reach regeneration. Only by the
power of The Christ can man meet and conquer all
that comes to him in this day of manifestation, and out
of the seemingly blind forces of its chaotic night cre-
ate a new day.

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast
of the field.”

In this connection many students do not observe the
proper distinction between the words subtil which is
used to describe the serpent, and subtle which has quite
a different meaning. According to the Standard Dic-
tionary subtil means “having fine structure, not gross
or dense; rarified; refined; attenuated ; ethereal, hence
penetrating as a subtil perfume,” while “subtle is used
as an attribute of mind in the derogatory sense of
crafty.” We therefore see that the serpent is not
represented as crafty and enticing, but as an ethereal
creative force which unites the positive and nega-
tive and enables them to bring forth. “In the
Egyptian mythology, Kneph the Eternal wunrevealed
God is represented by a snake-emblem of eternity
encircling a water-urn, with his head hovering over
the waters, which he incubates with his breath. In
this case the serpent is Agathodaimon, the good spirit;
in its opposite aspect it is the Kakothodaimon—the
bad one.””

“It is owing to the serpent being oviparous,
that it became a symbol of Wisdom and an
emblem of the Logoi, or the Self-Born. * * *
The Creative God emerges from the Egg that
issues from the mouth of Kneph, as a winged

7 Isis Unveiled, Blavatsky, I, 133.
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Serpent, for the Serpent is the symbol of the
All-Wisdom. With the Hebrews the same Deity
is glyphed by the Flying or ‘Fiery Serpents’ of
Moses in the Wilderness; and with the Alexan-
drian Mystic she becomes the Orphio-Christos, the
Logos of the Gnostics. The Protestants try to
show that the allegory of the Brazen Serpent and
the Fiery Serpents has a direct reference to
the mystery of the Christ and the Crucifixion,
whereas, in truth, it has a far nearer relation to
the Mystery of gemeration, when dissociated from
the Egg with the Central Germ, or the Circle
with its Central Point. Without the Egg it was
purely a phallic symbol, but when associated there-
with, it related to cosmic creation.”®

“So little have the first Christians * * * under-
stood the first four chapters of Genesis in their
esoteric meaning, that they have never perceived
that not only was no sin intended * * * but that
the ‘Serpent’ was actually the ‘Lord God’ himself,
who, as Ophis, the Logos, or the bearer of the
divine creative wisdom, taught mankind to become
creators in their turn. They never realized that
the Cross was an evolution from the Tree and
the Serpent, and thus became the salvation of
mankind. By this it would become the very
first fundamental symbol of Creative Cause, apply-
ing to geometry, to numbers, to astronomy, to
measure and to animal reproduction.”

What can be plainer? The Divine Creative Force
degraded by man has become through man’s evil
thoughts, the Tempter and Devil! Yet it must mani-
fest in matter (number 4) as the cross, following the
sequence of the O, 1, 2 and 3. Hence only when mere
animal desire and the wrong use and abuse of this
mighty spiritual force of creativeness, has been cruci-
fied and balanced upon the cross of matter can the
scriptures be fulfilled : “For since by man came death;
by man came also the resurrection from the dead.”

“The divinity of the serpent is proved by the occur-
rence of a horned serpent with twelve Roman gods on

3 S, D., 1, 389-90. » S, D., 11, 226,
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a Gallo-Roman altar. In other cases a horned or
ram’s-headed serpent appears as an attribute of
a god. * * * M. Reinach claims that the
primitive elements of the Orphic myth of the
Thracian Dionysos-Zagrens—the divine serpents pro-
ducing an egg whence came the horned snake
Zagrens, occur in dislocated form in Gaul. There
enlacing serpents were believed to produce a magic
egg,1? and there a horned serpent was worshlpped
# % % and horned serpents are known in other
mythologies—the horn being perhaps a symbol of
divinity.”** The horned serpent referred to above
was not worshipped, any more than is the cross of the
Christian world today, but was a symbol of Divine
Wisdom. Stinson Jarvis explains it thus: “Out of the
great female Egg parent, the M-OON (Mother
E G G), comes the Druid sign of Wisdom, the Serpent.
Thus every tail-sign, C U, growing out of the head, or
Egg (as shown in the Q), tells of the Wisdom that
comes from the Head, and the carved Moon-priest at
Palenke has a great C U hanging down from the back
of his head, because this wisdom serpent called CU
comes out of the Egg, or Head, namely, out of the
MIN-D or Moon Deity, who is our word M IN D,
and is also the Cat goddess pictured in my fourth
Chapter. * * * OQur ‘Ophi-d-i-a-n” or Snake, is
the Time-sign alphabetic Serpent named in the Greek
word for snake as O-PH-I-S, which says CIRC-EL,
“The Island Sign,” because it named the Circle Church.
* % % Tpn the same kind of naming the Ophites, a
[so-called] heretic branch of the early Christians, had
a Snake god named by them as the father of sciences;
and their name Ophi-Te-s records their ‘Snake God,

10 “A curious amulet, connected with the Druids, became famous
in Roman times and is deseribed by Pliny. This was the ‘serpent’s egg’;
formed irom the foam produced by serpents twining themselves together.
b Pliny has seen this egg! = It was about the size of an apple, with a
cartllagmous skin covered with discs. Probably :t was an echinus, such
as has been found m Gaulish tombs 2 (S. D, 1, 328.) Mrs. Curtiss
has had 1 of these “serpent’s eggs’” since chlldhaod, it having been
found by her father upon the Giants’ Causeway in Ireland. It is a

fossil echinus.
11 The Religion of the Awncient Celts, Macculoch, 211-12,
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and themselves as ‘Snake [Wisdom] People,” in the
regular way.”*?

It is therefore a mistake, due to ignorance of its
symbology, to identify the serpent with evil or the
devil. It was only by maw's perversion of his god-like
power to create, and his misuse of it for mere animal
gratification and to further his own selfish ends, that
he has created all the evil from which he and all the
kingdoms below him have suffered from the time of
its 1st misuse. Each stage of unfoldment and each
passing phase of evolution has its needs and its highest
point of expression, like the crest of each in-rushing
wave of the sea. The sacred function of Creation, of
which sex is but 1 expression, must not be confined
merely to its animal function of procreation, for pro-
creation is but 1 breaker on the shore of time. That
which is called sex when operating through the sex
organs of the body, becomes Divine Creative Christ-
force when operating through nature; Creative Idea-
tion when functioning through the mind, and the out-
going of the Divine Breath, or the Urge to Manifest
of the God-creativeness when functioning through the
Cosmos, all being expressions of the Eternal Motion
or the 1 Life of the Divine (). While the creative
function must have its expression through our animal
body, as must all our functions, and while it has its
animal aspect, it is by no means limited to that animal
aspect, but has its higher and spiritual uses as well.

“As to the importance of ardent love between pa-
rents, the irony would seem to be that many women,
owing to early lack of hygiene and attention to perfect
physical development, are incapable of reaching any
depth of such feelings, while a few take actual pride
in such insensitiveness due to distorted ideas of sex
and chastity. Under such conditions, union for what-
ever purpose must be far from ideal. What it all

12 The Jarvis Letters, Chapter x.
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comes to is that with some temperaments, a sacra-
mental union for the deepening of unity and the blend-
ing of the two natures should be fully recognized apart
from the careful consideration due to the creation of
children.” 12

When nature intends that the sex function in hu-
manity shall be limited to procreation only, there will
be but 1 season in the year when the human female can
be impregnated. Until that time, the very fact that
this is not the case shows that there must be other*and
higher uses for that function.*

Among the highly cultured Druid Priests who
brought with them to Britain and Gaul much of the
wisdom of their Hypérborean ancestors, every letter
was a word and a symbol which pictured that which
it chiefly represented. Later on these single-letter-
words were combined into syllables and longer words,
but always carrying with them something of the origi-
nal meaning of the individual letters of which they
were composed. As Stinson Jarvis shows: “As on
many other carvings, the Ears of the High Priest who
was deity, are shown by two forms of the letter ‘O’.
The alphabet word ‘O’ is the full Celtic name of the
Ear, and its naming of this god-man’s Ears is of itself
a complete identification of his image with the Celtic
Church. * * * The Church named herself by the
‘0O’; and because she was the Ear, Eye and Mouth of
the world, the ‘O’ names all three, as in Os, the mouth,
Oculus and Ophthalmos, the Eye, and ‘O’, Og and Ous,
the Ear. Consequently the winged ‘O’ was the regular
record carving of the Church.* * *  Qur ‘O’ named
the Eye, Ear and Mouth, because this was the EY E
of the Circle Church, named in the Celtic as AIN,
meaning both Eye and Circle, and was carved in
America and everywhere as the Winged Eye or Circle.
Thus the vision-forms of Ezekiel are described as ‘cov-

S Modern Astrology, Sept., 1915, letter on page 376.

Y See Letters from the T@ach( r, Curths Chapter ix.
* Yor a fuller explanation see page 376.
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ered with eyes,” as the Los Angeles king-tablets from
Teotihuacan are also covered with Eyes, picturing the
all-seeing eye of the deity Church.”** Thus the O,
as the symbol of the Boundless Deity from whence all
things come into manifestation, became the symbol of
their church, because the church represented that Deity
among men, and because their Priests, being the de-
scendants of the Missionary-Initiates from the original
sacred college of the ancient Hyperboreans, set forth
the principles and.worship of the one OO Deity to the
peoples of Britain and Gaul, just as did brother Initi-
ates sent to India, Chaldee, Egypt, North America,
Mexico and Peru. The world wide travels of these
ancient Missionary-Initiates and their descendants ac-
count for the finding of the same symbols and legends
in all countries to express the same ideas. Their places
of worship were therefore built in circular form, our
modern word for a place of worship, church, being the
same as the “Anglian CYRC and CIRC and
KIRK are all the same in naming the ‘Church,’
which in Britain was formed as a CIRCLE and
named it.” *¢ The circle was also their sign for Time,
Turn and Cycle.

“Under any of its names, the Belt or Gird had the
same reference to the circling of the sun which named
the Church, and thus the Hawk which flies in a circle
and describes this holy form in the air was chosen as
a picture-name of the priesthood and named in Greek
as ‘KIRKos’ (Church or Circle). This is the Hawk
which, as Job says, was made to fly southward, and in
Egypt was the head of the local priesthood—his name,
‘KIRKos’ recording him as the Circle and the
Church.” ¢

To indicate their spiritual authority derived from
the one O or including Deity, the priests, and often
the rulers of various nations, wore as a head-dress a

15 The Jarvis Letters, xi, viil. =
3¢ The Jarvis Letters, Chapter ii, xi.
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circlet of feathers, as do the American Indian Chiefs,
the Kings of Hawaii and others. This head-dress
“has the CIRC-LE-T of Feathers, because the
light feather, under any of its names, always names
the parent church identified with the Air; and the
Anglian word for feather, as F-AE-DER, also
means Father,”*® again the parent O or source of all.
Since the ) is the plane in which the Deity—that
which contains the potencies of all spiritual powers—
is to manifest, in its perfect expression the Church on
earth should be the plane of all embracing () which
holds the potencies of all that humanity can require for
the manifestation of its spiritual life, the true Priest-
hood being the Dot in the center of the circle.

The Round Towers of Ireland, of which only 18 or
20 out of more than 120 exist today, were connected
with the Druid sacred colleges and hence were circular
in shape. According to Jarvis: “The Round Towers
of Ireland have never had their uses explained, but as
the towers of Peru and Babylon were admittedly for
astronomical purposes, so Ireland always had her ob-
servatories ; and as these were her chief structures and
landmarks, their names were used to identify her with
the secretive stories, and also to name her Time-gods,
her astronomical priests, and even her colonies—such
as the Tyrians, whose name T U R - I, means “Tower
Islanders.” * * * That some of these observato-
ries existed before the pyramids were built is shown in
the fact that the picture of a Tower is built inside the
Great Pyramid to name our T UR of Jupiter.” **

In the book of Daniel (iii) we are told that Nebuch-
adnezzar set up his wonderful golden image in the
Plain of Dura, the meaning of Dura being a “round
or circular enclosure.” And the round Tower of Belus
or Bel in the center of the circular Temple of the Sun
in Babylon is familiar to all classical students and anti-

¢ Jbid., Chapter ii, xi. 17 1bid., Chapter x.
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quarians. The steeple or tower connected with the
temple or place of worship in Christian and other
countries today is but a survival of this once sacred
symbology.

We here wish to call especial attention to a remarkable series of
articles by Mr. Stinson Jarvis which appeared in the Los Angeles
Sunday Times during 1912-13. Mr. Jarvis has performed a most import-
ant service for all students of comparative religion and mythology
by tracing—through the original meanings of the individual symbol-
letters—the common origin of all great religions, myths, allegories,
heroes, symbols and ceremonies. As we shall take pleasure in quot-
ing frequently from these *““Letters’” we wish here to express our apprecia-
tion of the great work he has done in placing this vast amount of facts,
together with his wonderfully consistent scheme of interpretation, at
the disposal of his fellow students of religion and mythology. There
is one fundamental deduction, however, with which we must take issue
witlh Mr. Jarvis. At the time these articles were written he had evi-
dently not looked up the ancient esoteric teachings as to the origin
of the Races of mankind, hence is led to identify the Druid Priests
of the historical period with the ancient Hyperhoreans of the Second
Great Race of mankind, and as a result credits these Priests with the
origin of all religions, languages, symbols, sciences, etc. As a matter of
fact the Druid Priests were merely the remote descendants of the
original Missionary-Initiates, Masters of Wisdom or God-men of the
Golden or Hyperbhorean Age, who were sent_out to all lands to teach
the nations of the Third (Lemurian) and Fourth (Atlantean) Races
the one true, universal and all-including spiritual Sun Worship now
called the Wisdom Religion. Students who are especially interested in
this subject should look up the references to the Hyperboreans in Mme.
Blavatsky’s Secret Doctrine which, with the above exception, largely
corroborates Mr. Jarvis' deductions.



CHAPTER 3
THE (O AS THE EGG AND THE CAT.

Brahma, the self-existing, “desiring to produce
various creatures from his own body, first, with
a thought, created the waters, and deposited in
them a seed. This seed became a golden egg,
resplendent as the sun, in which he himself
was born as Brahma, the progenitor of all
worlds.”—Sanskrit Texts, Muir, 27.

“Thus when the Orphic poet desired to go
further back than the point to which the Hesiodic
theogony traces the generation of the Kosmos,
he traced the Universe to the great mundane
egg produced by Chronos, time, out of Chaos and
Aithér—a symbol answering to the mighty
mixing-bowl of the Platonic demiourgos, and akin
to all the circular, oval or boat-shaped emblems
of fertility.”—The Mythology of the Aryan
Nations, Cox, 437.

The O is the “golden egg” or the “serpent’s egg,”
the Womb of Nature from which the universe is
hatched; an universal symbol.

“The mystery of the apparent self-generation
and evolution through its own creative power,
repeating in miniature, in the egg, the process
of cosmic evolution—both due to heat and
moisture under the efflux of the unseen creative
spirit—fully justified the selection of this graphic
symbol. The “Virgin-Egg’ is the microcosmic
symbol of the macrocosmic prototype, the ‘Virgin
Mother’—Chaos or the Primeval Deep. * * *
Kosmos, as receptive Nature, is an egg fructified
—yet left immaculate; for once regarded as
boundless, it could have no other representation
than a spheroid,”?

28D, L 95
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While the egg is a true symbol of all physical gen-
eration, it is also a symbol of The Christ Seed within
each heart. For within the spheroidal aura surround-
ing each Soul like the shell of an egg, there is a germi-
nal center, The Christ Seed, common to all his bodies—
physical, astral, mental, etc—which, like the germ
center within the egg, gradually grows and unfolds
until The Christ Man emerges. He is then just as
much a new and altogether different expression of the
Soul as is the chicken different from the egg when it
emerges from its shell.

“The Chinese believe that their First Man
was born from an Egg, which Tien dropped
down from Heaven to Earth into the Waters.
This egg-symbol is still regarded by some as
representing the idea of the origin of life, which
is a scientific truth, though the human owum is
invisible to the naked eye. * * * The Christians—
especially the Greek and Latin Churches—have
fully adopted the symbol, and see in it a com-
memoration of life eternal, of salvation and of
resurrection. This is found in, and corroborated
by, the time-honored custom of exchanging
‘Easter-Eggs’.  From the Anguinum, the ‘Egg’
of the Pagan Druid, whose name alone made
Rome tremble with fear, to the red Easter Egg
of the Slavonian peasant, a cycle has passed. And
yet, whether in civilized Europe, or among the
abject savages of Central America, we find the
same archaic, primitive thought.”*

Among the Greeks, Eros (Love) is poetically de-
scribed as having issued from the Egg of Night as it
floated on the waters of Chaos. Since Divine Love is
the outbreathing whose vibrations quicken the Chaos
of unmanifested life held within the mighty circle of
the Great Deep, Eros, as the symbol of Love mani-
festing on the physical plane, can indeed be said to issue
from the Egg of Night. The goddess Venus, his

*S. D, I, 391-2-4.
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mother, is the Ruler of the planet Venus, the sister
planet of our earth.

" “According to the Occult Doctrine, this Planet
is our Earth’s primary and its Spiritual proto-
type.”s

The planet Venus is so closely affinitized with our
earth and so closely connected with its evolution, as
with its birth, that it is said that every sin committed
on earth is felt by its Guardian Spirit, also that every
great regenerating or spiritual movement on earth, like
a great wave of Love and helpfulness, is 1st commu-
nicated to the Ruler of Earth by the Spirit of Venus.
The sea-foam from which she is represented to have
arisen was the result of the churning of the Great Deep
as Chaos responded to the life-giving vibrations of
Creative Love when the Word was spoken: “Let there
be Light.”

It will be remembered, however, that Venus com-
plained to Themis that her son Eros remained ever a
child; in other words, human love remained undevel-
oped. Themis assured Venus that this was because
he was solitary, so soon afterward another son was
born to Venus, whom she called Anteros. He is rep-
resented both as the Avenger of slighted love and as
symbolic of reciprocal affection. Themis, who in the
myth is called Divine Justice, was the wife of Zeus and
mother of the Fates, hence represents Karma, while
Anteros is that aspect of Love which brings dire results
when Love is degraded or unrequited. Ie is that as-
pect of Love which enables the serpent to swallow its
tail or the circle to be completed, that human love may
once more be swallowed up in the ocean of Divine Love
from whence it emerged.

“Ra is shown like Brahma gestating in the Egg
of the Universe * * *Among the Greeks the

S, D., II, 34
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Orphic Egg is described by Aristophanes, and
was a part of the Dionysiac and other Mysteries,
during which the Mundane Egg was consecrated
and its significance explained; Porphry also shows
it to be a representation of the world.”*

The myth of Leda is another symbol of the feminine
aspect of Divine Love, i. e., Libra, the Sheath of Venus,
for she was visited by Zeus in the guise of a Swan (the
Bird of Life) and is then said to have produced 2 eggs,
from 1 of which Castor and Pollux—immortalized in
the heavens as the sign Gemini, the Twins—were born,
and from the other Ielen, she for whose blandish-
ments the Trojan War was waged. Thus does life
bring forth from the great Mundane Egg, 1st, duality
—Castor and Pollux symbollzlng the intellectual facul-
ties brought forth from an earthly mother and a Divine
father, hence always vacillating and unbalanced—and
2nd, Helen, the symbol of purely human love, beautiful,
seductive and the stirrer up of strife and bloodshed
among men.

“As Bryant shows, it [the egg] was a symbol
adopted among the Greeks, the Syrians, the Pers-
ians and Egyptians. In the Egyptian Ritual, Seb,
the God of Time and of the Earth, is spoken
of as having laid an ‘Egg conceived at the hour
of the Great One of the Dual Force’ * * *
Whence this universal symbol? The Egg was
incorporated as a sacred sign in the Cosmogany
of every people on the earth, and was revered
both on account of its form and of its
inner mystery. From the earliest mental concep-
tions of man, it has been known as that which
represented most successfully the origin and secret
of Being. The gradual development of the imper-
ceptible germ within the closed shell; the inward
working, without any apparent outward interfer-
ence of force, which from a latent nothing pro-
duced an active something, needing naught save
heat; and which, having gradually evolved into a

* 8. D, L 385



The O as the Egg and the Cat 43

concrete, living creature, broke its shell, appearing
to the outward senses of all as a self-generated
and self-created being; all this must have been a
standing miracle from the beginning.

“The Secret Teaching explains the reason for
this reverence by the symbolism of the prehistoric
races. In the beginnings, the ‘First Cause’ had no
name. Later it was pictured in the fancy of the
thinkers, as an ever invisible, mysterious Bird that
dropped an Egg into Chaos, which Egg became
the Universe. Hence Brahma was called Kala-
hansa, the ‘Swan in (Space and) Time’. Becom-
ing the swan of Eternity, Brahma, at the begin-
ning of each Mahamanvantara, lays a Golden Egg
which typifies the Great Circle, or O, itself a
symbol for the Universe and its spherical bodies.” *

It was this mystery which was always presented to
the candidates and explained during the Mysteries.
While the myth of the Mundane Egg was used as an
illustration to bring this great truth to their minds and
make it a living reality in their hearts, they were
taught that The Christ Seed or Egg was dropped by
the Heavenly Dove—call it Bird of Life, Parahamsa,
Holy Ghost, or what you will—in the nest of their
hearts, which they themselves had to build, purify and
prepare for its reception. Hence only as they made
conditions possible for this Divine Bird to hover over
them and find a nesting place in their hearts, could she
lay and hatch out the Egg. After the Egg was hatched
the Heavenly Dove brought daily to her nestlings the
heavenly food, Mother-love, on which they could feed
and flourish. Also as she made her home in the heart
and soared into the heaven world, she created a spiral
of magnetic life-force over which the fledgling candi-
date could consciously ascend and gather the experi-
ence of the higher realms. This is what is meant when
we are told : “Bestride the Bird of Life.”

“The engraving of a papyrus in Kircher’s
(Edipus Egyptiacus, shows an egg floating above

*S.D., 1, 384-5.
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the mummy. This is the symbol of hope and
the promise of a Second Birth for the Osirified
Dead; his Soul, after due purification in Amenti,
will gestate in this Egg of Immortality, to be
reborn therefrom into a new life on earth. For
this Egg, in the Isoteric Doctrine, is Devachan,
the Abode of Bliss, the Winged Scarabzus also
being another symbol of it. The Winged Globe
is but another form of the Egg and has the
same significance.”

“A second reason for the Egg having been
chosen as the symbolical representation of the
Universe, and of our Earth, was its form. It
was a Circle and a Sphere; and the ovi-form
shape of our Globe must have been known from
the beginning of symbology, since it was so
universally adopted.”’

“The symbol of an egg also expresses the fact
taught in Occultism that the primordial form of
everything manifested, from atom to globe, from
man to angel, is spheroidal, the sphere being with
all nations the emblem of eternity and infinity—
a serpent swallowing its tail.”®

It is a scientific fact that in nature all eggs and most
seeds, in which the future animal, plant or man is
latent, are either circular or more or less modified
spheroids in shape. This is a scientific corroboration
of the occult teaching that the origins of all forms of
manifested life are spheroidal, “from the birth of new
Worlds out of central suns, down to the microscopic
cells of which all flesh is grown. * * * Our word
‘cell’ is the Celtic name of ‘Heaven,” Cel, and this con-
tinuous birth of cell from cell was identical with Deity,
Church and priesthood—all belonging to the one system
for continuous gift and parturition.”® Even the astral
manifestations in a seance room, prior to their ethe-
realization or materialization, appear as globes of light
of more or less brilliancy.

s 5. D, I, 301 &5.D, 1,04 g
T S. D, I, 384.5. ® The Jarvis Letters, xi.
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THE () AND THE CAT.

The cat, owing to its habit of curling up in a circle
with its tail around its head—to give but 1 reason—
was considered as a symbol of the (O. Hence, just as
the O contains within itself the life and power of the
9 digits, so the cat is said to have 9 lives. The term
“lives” however, was originally not taken in its literal
sense, but as referring to the 9 manifestations of the
1 Life-current represented in the 9 digits.

“The Goddess Basht, or Pasht, was represented
with the head of a cat. This animal was held
sacred for several reasons. It was the symbol of
the Moon, the ‘Eye of Osiris’ or the ‘sun’, during
night. The cat was also sacred to Sokhit. One
of the mystic reasons was because of its body
being rolled up in a circle when asleep. The
posture is prescribed for occult and magnetic
purposes, * * * the circulation of the vital fluid,
thh which the cat is pre-eminently endowed. The
‘nine lives of a cat’ is a popular saying based
on good physiological and occult reasons.

“Thus, the God Shoo, the personification of Ra,
who appears as the ‘Great Cat’ of the Basin
of Persaa in An, was often represented in Egyp-
tian monuments seated and holding a cross * * *
attached to a circle.” ™

Among the Egyptians the cat was held sacred not
only because it slept in the form of a O or, as many
suppose, because of its ability to see in the dark, but
because of its association with the Goddess Basht and
the moon. This relation has been explained by Pro-
fessor Max Miiller as due to the fact that the eyes of
the cat become full orbed and grow most luminous in
the dark, and also because the moon was the Seer by
night in the heavens. The esoteric reason, however,
is the ability of the cat to give out large quantities of
animal magnetism and physical life-force, as can so
easily be proved by stroking a cat in the dark. The

.5, D, II, 588, .S, D 11, 576;
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Egyptians knew that this magnetism was but the outer
manifestation of the life-force and that under proper
treatment this life-force could be given out so as to
be absorbed by man. They understood the law that
only through kindness and love could man make the
lower kingdoms yield him their forces in such a way
as to aid his own development. Hence, large numbers
of cats were kept in the temples and treated with
great care, that they might supply the Priests and
Seers with purified and harmonized animal magnetism
which certain of their duties and exercises abstracted
from their bodies. This use of the cat is probably the
origin of the superstition that a witch always had a
“familiar spirit” in the form of a black cat, as the
magnetism could of course be put to unholy as well
as holy uses. Also by observing them many auguries
were made, and much esoteric knowledge was deduced
from their disposition and actions which would sur-
prise the modern scholars who think of the cat only
as a mouse-catcher and midnight prowler.

In the ancient ruins called Tell Basta near Zagazig
a cemetery has been found devoted exclusively to
mummified cats. In the tombs of Beni Hasan and else-
where are found quantities of small images, not only
of Isis, Osiris and Horus, but also of the cat sitting in
watchful attitude, its eyes always prominent no matter
how small or crude the image. These images are
often strung on chains with mummy beads and
wrapped in the folds of the mummy cloths. Such
images were not used for mere decoration as many
think, but because the cat was looked upon as the
“Watcher of the Night,” not only owing to its ability
to see in the dark, but also because of its extreme
sensitiveness to all astral influences and its unmistak-
able ability to see astral entities. Cats were made
household pets and closely watched so the owner might
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be warned of the approach of undesirable astral forces
and entities which he would then proceed to exorcise.
They were placed in the tomb with the mummy for the
same purpose, i.¢., to watch over the deceased and
warn him of evil influences in the nether world.

Among the Egyptians, “The male Cat is Ra himself,
and he is called ‘Mau’ by reason of the speech of the
God Sa, (who said) covering him: ‘He is like unto
that which he hath made’; thus his name became
‘Maaw’,” 12

In Ireland and Scotland it is the common belief that
a 3 colored cat (tortoise-shell) brings good fortune,
hence if such a cat attaches itself to a home it is con-
sidered a sign of great good luck. The selection of
this particular kind of a cat is based upon the 3 colors
combined in its fur, namely, black, white and yellow,
thus showing that the ancient Celts had a practical
understanding of both color and number. It was also
held that the 3 colored cat was an aid to the unfold-
ment of the astral senses or “second-sight,” the black
aiding clairvoyance, the yellow clairsentience and the
white ability to receive spiritual inspiration and proph-
esy. For these reasons a 3 colored kitten was often
given to a child as a constant companion and playmate,
believing that it would enable the child to see in the 3
worlds. Much of the psychic ability of the “canny
Scot” is attributed to this custom.

In The Jarvis Letters previously referred to, the
Great Cat or Lion is connected with the Jews and
Judah as follows: “Our big C A T lion made the whole
cat family sacred as a record-name; our Celtic CAT
naming the House or Family of Deity, and her picture
always named the Moon goddess, she being specially
identified with astronomy, being addressed on the walls
of Thebes as, ‘O thou great C A T, thou who canst see
at night” * * * This Lion represents the deity

12 Book of the Dead, xvii.
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and the priesthood, always identified with these nam-
ings. This sitting L. - IO N has the same posture as
the lion Sphinx whose Egyptian name is H - U-piter,
or HU - father. The HU, or J U, named all the J U -
peoples of Denmark, America, England and Syria, and
the Lion of J U D A was the biblical sign-name of the
Hebrews or J Us.”*® It will be remembered that in
Revelation' it was only this Great Cat or Lion which
was found worthy to open the Book of Life and loose
its 7 seals, i. e., only the ability to see in the darkness
of earth conditions the heavenly visions; the ability
to store up and give out to the Race the Divine Life-
force; the ability to manifest the powers of the 9
digits latent in the (O; and the ability consciously to
cope with all astral conditions, make of man the Lion
of the Tribe of Judah and enable him to unloose the
7 Seals and open the Book of Life. At the opening of
the 5th Seal there was a plague of locusts having lions’
teeth; at the opening of the 6th Seal horses appeared
having lions’ heads, and when the 7 thunders uttered
their voices they roared as a lion, all of which points
out to the world the old esoteric doctrine that man
becomes the Lion only when he has completed his O
and reached number 10; also that it is man himself,
while passing through the lower phases of animal pas-
sion, who brings to the Race the 7 plagues, judgments,
cataclysms, etc. Hence only when the lion and the
lamb can lie down together and submit to the leading
of The Christ-child, can the Lion of the Tribe of Judah
find his true place in the perfect city of the New Jeru-
salem, number 12.

38 The Jarvis Letters, Chapter ii. 14 Chapter v, 5.



CHAPTER 4

THE O AS THE AURA AND THE RING PASS NOT.

“Just as the Square is the symbol of the
Four sacred Forces or Powers, Tetraktys, * * *
so the Circle shows the boundary within Infinity
that no man, even in spirit, or Deva or Dhyan
Chohan can cross.”

—The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, I, 159.

Applied to man the O symbolizes the sacred Auric
Egg which envelops him
“like the yolk of an egg (the future embryo) by
the albumen and shell. This to the perceptions
of higher Beings from other planes, makes of
each individuality an oval sphere of more or less
radiancy.” ?

The esoteric teaching is that after its involution into
matter, the evolution of each Soul takes place along a
spiral pathway within a series of concentric spheres
of differing densities, whose centers are all within the
physical shell, corresponding to the concentric globes
forming the Earth Chain, the finer interpenetrating all
the denser. Since the law followed by the cosmic is
also followed by the individual manifestation, we refer
the reader to what we have said elsewhere concerning
those interpenetrating spheres, as it describes the cor-
responding make up of man’s Aura.®

When the Soul has manifested the most essential
and characteristic possibilities of the smallest, inmost
and densest sphere of the aura, it breaks through that
confining shell following a spiral path, and is born into
a larger sphere of consciousness, being or orbit of evo-
lution, whose forces will aid in perfecting and com-

1 S. D, III, 440. a Y. of 1., 207-8.
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pleting the possibilities of the former sphere. For in-
stance, as long as man's consciousness responds only
to the sense impressions from the physical world he is
confined within that sphere of matter and consciousness
which vibrates to the physical plane. But as soon as
his sense organs are attuned to the vibrations of the
next finer and larger sphere of substance and con-
sciousness, which surrounds and interpenetrates the
lesser, he is born into the astral world or sphere of his
aura, called “The Hall of Learning,” and so on into
the still higher spheres. Only when man is able to
vibrate in unison with all the spheres which surround
him, and has brought into expression the potencies of
them all, has he completed his evolution of man as
man.

Physical man, and the physical globe, like a seed
or egg, therefore contains within him, in germ, all the
forces, powers and materials necessary for him to mani-
fest his godlike possibilities. But this physical seed of
the Real Man stands in the center of 7 concentric
spheres, in each of which certain of his possibilities
must manifest. And to evolve into and manifest in
these various spheres the shell of his physical limita-
tions, like the shell of the egg or seed, must be opened
through the growth of the germ already present within
that shell. To more fully explain this point and empha-
size the importance of the teaching, we quote from 7The
Voice of Isis. “Undeveloped man responds chiefly to
the vibrations of the physical globe, those things which
he can see, hear, taste, handle, etc., and cannot compre-
hend or function in the globes belonging to the psychic
and spiritual planes. * * * Man must ultimately
function and gain experience on all seven globes at the
same time, checking up, balancing and perfecting the
experience of one by that gained on the other, thus
rounding out his seven-fold nature into the Real Man.
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Only thus can he gain Mastery over the portion of
goods given him by his Father-in-heaven.”® As it
contains in potentiality all that his later evolution can
unfold in any 1 cycle of manifestation, man’s aura may
be compared to a school-boy’s trunk packed for a dis-
tant journey; for it contains all the goods given him
by his father, together with the provisions necessary
for the journey itself.
The aura is called the
“Luminous Egg’ (Hiranyagarbha), or the in-

visible magnetic sphere in which every man is

enveloped. (So are the animals, the plants, and

even the minerals.) It is the direct emanation:

(a) from the Atmic Ray in its triple aspect of

Creator, Preserver and Destroyer (Regenerator) ;

and (b) from Buddhi-Manas. The seventh aspect

of this individual Aura is the faculty of assum-

ing the form of its body and becoming the

‘Radiant’, the Luminous Augoeides. [t is this,

strictly speaking, which at times becomes the

form called Mayavi Rapa. It is also the material

from which the Adept forms his Astral Bodies,

from ths Augoeides and the Mayavi Ripa down-

wards.”

Just as the decimal system was formerly esoteric,
so was all information concerning the nature of the
aura until some time after the teachings concerning it
were brought to the Western world by Mme. Blavat-
sky. There is always, however, a good and wise reason
for thus guarding certain truths from 1 generation and
revealing them to a subsequent. Since the days of the
Atlanteans, when much dangerous knowledge was ex-
tant concerning the performance of magic, the aura has
been known to be the storehouse of the forces called
into activity in magical procedures. And because of
the degrading use (black magic) made of this knowl-
edge by those who used it unlawfully, those who faith-
fully follow their Divine Instructors are carefully

S V. of 1., 208-9. ¢ S. D, 111, 445.6,
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taught the responsibility incurred by those who pub-
licly give out information likely to bring upon mankind
a catastrophe similar to that which destroyed Atlantis.
But in the present age, when there is a tendency among
certain classes of scholars to decry the existence or
possibility of what is called Magic and belittle the
necessity of understanding the Mysteries, it is the pol-
icy of the Great Teachers to stimulate such lines of
investigation by revealing certain ancient truths long
hidden from the general public. The Great Law today
is just as inexorable as in former ages, and no fire-
brand of esoteric knowledge will be given directly to
man. The way to the higher knowledge may be
pointed out. The Great Teachers may say, “Search
here,” but only the diligent and the pure in heart, the
true and the faithful will be given knowledge which,
in the hands of the ignorant, the ambitious or the im-
pure, might be turned to the injury and degradation
of the Race. This is why only by the general advance
of the Race can the hidden things of 1 cycle, as evolu-
tion unfolds mankind, become the revealed of succeed-
ing cycles. It is the same law by which the inner and
hidden petals of a rose are revealed only as the flower
as a whole advances in its unfoldment. And just as
the evolving Soul steps over his Ring Pass Not only
as he vibrates to the rate of the larger sphere, so with
the Race.

As we have said elsewhere: “In another sense the
circle is the (individual) Ring Pass Not (the limit of
the auric zone) which every true disciple should put
around himself, and whose Gates (corresponding to
the centers of the body) he must open and close at will
to admit or exclude that which he chooses.”® This
Ring is a boundary which separates each of the con-
centric spheres mentioned above, from the next finer,
but is a Ring Pass Not to the substance and conscious-

5 V. of 1., 414,
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ness of the denser sphere only until the vibrations of
the latter have been raised to harmonize or become 1
with the rate of the finer sphere, whereupon there is
no barrier between the 2. It is because of this Ring
Pass Not, like a shell around every sphere, that at
every decisive step from 1 sphere of consciousness to
the next higher, the student is met with the axiom
“Know Thyself.” For the knowledge of the Self must
include a knowledge of how to raise the vibrations of
the sphere in which the aspirant is manifesting until
they become 1 with those of the higher sphere which
he desires to enter. Each student must live his life
from within and unfold his possibilities through his
own efforts and through the bringing into manifesta-
tion of the powers which each has in potentiality
within,

This is the basic reason why we oppose all negative
forms of abnormally breaking through the Ring by the
aid of alcohol, drugs or psychic forces invoked while
in a negative state.® As we have explained elsewhere:
“Another way in which the doors (of the aura or
Ring) are frequently broken open is by placing your-
self in a passive, non-resisting state and making the
demand for psychic experiences, or sitting for devel-
opment as it is called (something quite different from
entering the silence for spiritual communion). In this
practice you are placing yourself in such a negative
state that any entity dwelling even on the lower astral-
plane can help you break open the doors. This cither
destroys the doors or abnormally forces the develop-
ment of the psychic centers instead of unfolding them
as a natural accompaniment of spiritual growth.” 7

In 1 sense the aura is the Holy Ghost, the sin
against which is the perversion of the auric forces and

¢ It is a reprehensible practice among some mediums to take a
glass of whiskey before going into the cabinet, even though better
phenomena are produced as a result. See The Life of James (Farmer)
Riley, Vlerebone, 102-3, where his astral guide recommends the prac-
tice. This is one of the reasons why many mediums ultimately become
the victims of alcoholism.

7 This matter is fully discussed in The Voice of Isis in the chapter
of “Narcotics, Alcohol and Psychism,”
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the destruction of the centers. While each individual
and each globe has its Ring Pass Not, it is the Ring
Pass Not of the Cosmos which is referred to in the
quotation which heads this chapter, and also in the
following :

“No spirits except the ‘Recorders’ (Lipika)
have ever crossed the forbidden line of the
Ring, nor will any do so until the day of the
next Pralaya, for it is the boundary that sep-
arates the Finite—however infinite in man’s sight
—from the truly Infinite.”®

From all that has been said we see that the O as a
symbol of the Source from which all manifestation
proceeds, is no arbitrary or man-made symbol, but is
inherent in Nature herself. Therefore let the circle
remind you that you have the potency and power of
the Unmanifested overshadowing you; that you are
dwelling in a mighty sphere of unmanifested powers
which it is your duty to understand, unfold and
bring into manifestation ere you can pass through
the evolution of the numerals and reach the per-
fection of your cycle of manifestation in number 10.
Let it remind you of the source from whence you
have received the portion of goods given you by your
Father-in-heaven ere you took your journey into this
far country of material embodiment, and that these
goods are the materials out of which you must furnish
your mansion in heaven or the immortal, spiritual ve-
hicle which you must ultimately attain ere you can
manifest the Real Self or the God-within on all planes.

8D, 1 157,



CHAPTER 5
THE SYMBOL OF THE (O).

“The Infinite was entirely unknown and diffused
no light before the luminous point violently broke
through into vision.”—Zohar.

“The Monad, or Point, is the original and is
the Unit from which follows the entire numeral
system.”

—The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky, I, 459-60.

The point within the circle ) is a symbol which
must be considered both with the O and the 1 as it
is the connecting link between the 2. The Dot within
the circle is the 1st manifestation of the latent Deity
or Deity in activity, the 1st Cause; Unity within
Eternity, the 1st differentiation from the homogeneous
state represented by the circle.

“In the metaphysical world, the Circle with its
one central Point in it has no number, and is
called Anupadaka—parentless and numberless, for
it can fall under no calculation * * * Jt jg * * * 3
center of energy, which I shall for the present call
the Logos. * * * It is called the Verbum * * *
by the Christians, and it is the divine Christos
who is eternal in the bosom of his Father.”*

“In him is an illimitable abyss of glory, and from it
there goeth forth one little spark which maketh all the
glory of the sun, and of the moon, and of the stars.” 2

The Dot within the circle is the Causal Soul or per-
sonal god of each individual, while the Higher Self is
the Causal Soul enriched by the experiences garnered
by the personalities in which it incarnates life after
life, and stored up as individuality in the Higher Self.

1S, D, I, 118155, .
2 An ancient oracle quoted in The Kabbalah Unveiled, 19-20.
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In the individual man the Dot is the manifestation of
the Ray shot out in the beginning from 1 of the 7
Elohim (the 7 Flames), and becomes the Creative Dot
in that individual, which remains throughout the en-
tire Kalpa as a nucleus and overshadowing Principle.
This Dot periodically sends down its 1 Ray into mani-
festation through a personality. For a Ray must incar-
nate again and again until all the experiences repre-
sented by the cycle of numbers from 1 to 9 are stored
up in the Higher Self. Thus the Dot and the 1 with
the O together make the Higher Self (10). It is
the potency of this Dot in all the numbers, stimulated
by the overshadowing of the Dot itself, which causes
their evolution or unfoldment. In turn this Dot in the
individual is overshadowed by the Causal Soul of the
Universe. This is not the Absolute or Causeless
Cause, the fathomless Eternal, but is that which the
Christians call God, the Lord, and the Hindus Ishvara,
the Lord.

If we consider the Dot as a bright flame in the cen-
ter of a circle, or say the pure white light of the sun
in the center of the zodiac, as the sun sends forth its
rays they manifest the 7 colors of the spectrum, and
as each ray touches the circumference it makes a Dot
of its own color. The sun in the center will therefore
represent the Higher Self or the Divine Dot, while the
many lesser dots on the circumference will represent
its many personalities, each manifesting but 1 shade
of the central Light, and each becoming pure white
light only as all are indrawn into the center. The en-
tire circle will then become a globe of pure white radi-
ance and take its place in turn as a dot upon the cir-
cumference of a still mightier circle whose center is
God.

In the case of an Avatar it is this overshadowing
Dot or Causal Soul of the Universe which sends into
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manifestation a 1, the Son, who united with the
IFather, becomes not 1 of the 7 Rays or Flames (Elo-
him), but the 1 Great Ray in which all the 7 Rays
are united. Hence all Avatars are like pearls strung
on this mighty manifestation of the 1 God, just as all
the lives of an individual are strung upon the individu-
alized Ray from 1 of the 7 Elohim, the Higher Self.

Speaking of an ancient record written on palm
leaves and illustrating the symbology of primordial
beginnings, Mme. Blavatsky says:

“On the first page in an immaculate white disk

within a dull black ground. On the following
page, the same disk, but with a central point.
The first, the student knows, represents Kosmos
in Eternity, before the reiwakening of still
slumbering Energy, the Emanation of the World
in later systems. The point in the hitherto im-
maculate disk, Space and Eternity in Pralaya,
denotes the dawn of differentiation. It is the
Point in the Mundane Egg, the Germ within it
which will become the Universe, the All, the
boundless, periodical Kosmos.”*

The @ is the universal hieroglyph of the sun in the
center of the zodiac, the manifestor and giver of light,
life and energy to its system. It also represents Jacob
in the midst of his 12 sons and Jesus in the midst of
his 12 disciples. Among the Egyptians the Dot or Sun
is Ra, and in the Book of the Dead is thus described:
“T am Ra at his first appearance. I am the great god,
self-reproduced; his Names together compose the cycle
of the gods. * * * O Ra, in thine Egg, who risest
up in thine orb, and shinest from thine Horizon.” * In
a later chapter Ra makes a prayer as follows: “I shine
forth out of the Egg which is in the unseen (unmani-
fested) world. * * * Tet not mine hand be re-
pulsed by the Divine Circle of the great god. * * *
I am come to do the will of my heart, out of the abode
of Flame, which I extinguished when I came forth.” 8

88 D, 1 31 5 Chapter xxii.
¢ Chapter xvii,
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This symbol also has its reflection or correspondence
in Nature as the nucleus in the egg. The nucleus has
the same significance as the Dot and the sun, 4. e., the
Source of Life to its system, for without the vitalizing,
creative power emanating from its nucleus no egg
could be fructified or developed. The Druids taught
this same mystery by their symbolic dance around what
later came to be the May-pole. As we have said else-
where: “In the later symbolism the dance was per-
formed around the sacred oak and still later, if an
oak was not available, the masculine principle of fire
or the sun was symbolized by the upright May-pole,
while the feminine principle was indicated by the circle
drawn on the ground, the two having the same signifi-
cance, as a creative symbol, as the dot within the circle
or the lingam and the yoni, all of which later became
degraded into objects of phallic worship. * * *
Therefore, just as the Christian ceremonies of Easter
bring to our mind the great cosmic fact of the resur-
rection of the sun or the renewal of the life-force (The
Christ-force) of nature from the tomb of winter, as
well as the personal significance of the resurrection of
The Christ in each heart, so the bonfires and May-
poles, with their attendant dances and ceremonials, had
the same double significance and symbolized the same
grand truths to the early inhabitants of Ireland, Britain
and Gaul, 7. e., that the masculine Principle of Fire had
again descended to fructify Mother Earth that she
might bring forth her increase.”® “The dot in the
center is always a small circle in the old picture-writ-
ing, and its present name as the D O-T names the
‘Gift God.” In the Indian sign-language the interior
small circle names the Son of the Mother, or any ‘De-
scendant,” which is its meaning today in the Celtic
alphabet.” 7

¢ See lesson The Mystic Oak. 1 The Jarvis Letters, xi.
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“Philosophy, however, could never have found
its conception of a logical, universal and absolute
Deity, if it had had no Mathematical Point within
the Circle upon which to base its speculations. It
is only the manifested Point, lost to our senses
after its pregenetic appearance in the infinitude
and incognizability of the Circle, that makes a
reconciliation between Philosophy and Theology
possible—on condition that the latter should aban-
don its crude materialistic dogmas.”*®

We may think of our aura as a circle, but we should
think of our Higher Self as the Dot or God within
this circle; the manifested Source from whence ema-
nates the Light, Life and Love of our existence. And
only because of that Source within have we the power
to bring into manifestation and evolve the inchoate
forces which we find within the circle of our Being.
Hence only when we realize and manifest the power
of the indwelling creative Dot to bring forth and use,
to the limits of our circle of manifestation, all that is
contained therein, can we become the true I. Every
unit of life is the center or Dot of its own universe
(circle), has its own sphere of activity and influence
and rate of vibration, and is its own center of cosmic
energy; a microcosm, an individualized reflection in
time and space of the 1 Life of the

The Dot may also be looked upon as the Spiritual
Star of Initiation which overshadows the Candidate
from the time when the spiritual Light “broke through
into vision” or was born in his consciousness. But we
become aware of it only when we look toward it, feel
its life-giving warmth and see its Light streaming
down upon us and forming the straight and narrow
Path (number 1) that leadeth unto salvation (Mas-
tery).

Looked at from above, the Dot is seen to be the end
of the axis of a sphere, or an aspect of number 1, It

» 8. D, 1, 6723,
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appears within the circle when the World Mother
breathes upon the waters of Chaos.

Let the Dot within the circle remind you that no
matter how dark and chaotic the circle of your life
may seem, you have within you the Dot of pure, white,
spiritual light, the Sun of your Soul whose rays can
unfold and illumine every condition in your life and
help you to manifest their highest possibilities, if you
will but open the door of your heart and let them in.
But only as you fearlessly and determinedly and from
the Christ-consciousness within say, “Let there be
light,” understanding all that this implies® and all that
will result, can its force start the circle of darkness or
chaos in your spiritual life to revolving, and the Spirit
of God—the white Dot or Dove—move on the troubled
waters of your life and evolve into the 1, and then on
through the rest of the decade back to oneness with the
QO in the number 10. Do not be appalled at that which
the Light reveals within you, for the so-called things
of evil, those which are unredeemed, will 1st be stirred
up that they may come into the Light and be trans-
muted, spiritualized and redeemed. Remember the
divine Dot or Spiritual Sun within must shine if evo-
lution is to take place.

* See The Symbology of the Light, Chapter xxiv, The Voice of Isis.



CHAPTER 6
THE NUMBER 1.

“QO descendant of Bharata! see wonders in
numbers, unseen before. Within my body, O
Gudakesa! See today the whole universe, includ-
ing every thing movable and immovable, all in
one.” —Bhagavad Gita, XI.

“The sacredness of numbers begins with the
great First—the ONE, and ends only with the
nought or zero—symbol of the infinite and bound-
less circle which represents the universe. All the
intervening figures, in whatever combination, or
however multiplied, represent philosophical ideas,
from vague outlines down to a definitely-estab-
lished Scientific axiom, relating either to a moral
or a physical fact in nature.”

—Isis Unveiled, Blavatsky, II, 407.

As we have said elsewhere: “All even numbers are
mundane and pertain to the physical plane, while all
odd numbers are Divine. They contain something
which cannot be measured by the two forces, positive
and negative, always operative on the physical plane.
Among the Pythagoreans odd numbers were connected
with the major deities, while even numbers were as-
signed to the inferior and terrestrial gods.”* In the
Yi-King, an ancient Chinese book on symbolism refer-
ring to cosmogony and man and to the purposes of life,
the initial symbols used are Vang (male) and Vin (fe-
male). Yang is associated with heaven, the sun, light
and odd numbers, while Yin is associated with the
moon, the earth, darkness and even numbers.

Odd numbers are considered sacred because when
we attempt to divide them into equal parts they leave

1 P, of I, 160.
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the Monad or the 1 God standing unaffected between
them, thus: 3=1-+1-+1, 5=2-+1-+4+2, 7=341+3,
etc. Thus they reveal the Supreme Deity in the midst
of His works. Even numbers are those which can be
divided into 2 equal parts without revealing the 1 God
in their midst. When odd numbers are divided 1 part
will always be odd—representing the Divine—and 1
even—representing the manifestation of the Divine,
i.e., 7=3 (the Divine} plus 4 (the mundane). The
most potent odd numbers are composed of trinities,
each of which is odd, thus: 3=3X1, 9=3X3, 15=
3X5, 21=3X7, 27=3X9, etc. While even numbers
can always be measured by the “pairs of opposites,”
they can also be separated (except 2 which is simply
2 unities) into 2 equal and 2 or more unequal parts,
thus, 10=5-}75, also 1-+9, 347, 2-+-8. Even numbers
whose equal divisions can be further divided into equal
parts are called “evenly even.” For example 2, 4, 8,
16, 32, 64, etc. Those even numbers whose equal
divisions cannot be further divided into equal parts
are called “evenly odd.” For example 6, 10, 14, 28,
56, etc.

“We now come to the consideration of the first
Sephira, or the Number One, the Monad of Pytha-
goras. In this number are the other nine hidden. It
is indivisible, it is also incapable of multiplication;
divide 1 by itself and it still remains 1, multiply 1 by
itself and it is still 1 and unchanged. Thus it is a fit-
ting representative of the great unchangeable Father
of all.”®

Number 1 is the symbol of Unity, Indivisibility, Indi-
viduality. It is that which is born from Spirit, (the
Dot), and is therefore Divine. “For God is Superla-
tive in his Unity, there is none equal unto him: what
number canst thou place before 17”2 It is Primordial
Substance undifferentiated, also Cosmic Ideation.

* Kabbalah Unveiled, Mathers, 22,
8 Sepher Yetzirah, 1, 7
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Since 1 stands by itself and is indivisible, it is consid-
ered no number, but represents perfection, harmony,
order, good and God. It is the only number that does
not have 1 aspect above or pertaining to the heavens
and 1 lower pertaining to the earth. It symbolizes the
Deity descending to earth in an undifferentiated state,
the 1 God, without attributes. It also symbolizes the
descent of the Light when, at the beginning of the
cycle of manifestation of this system, the 1st Day of
Creation, the gods—the 7 fold Elohim—said: “Let
there be light,” and the Dot within the circle sent forth
its Ray to manifest in matter. It is the descent of the
creative aspect of the 1 Life, the Christ-power, into
Chaos that Chaos might become Cosmos, evolve and
be redeemed.

Number 1 represents the principle of Unity which
underlies all numbers. By multiplication it creates all
others, but multiplied by itself to infinity it always re-
tains its unity.

Since it is the 1st manifestation of the Unmanifested,
1 represents the unity of all forms of life in the 1 Life,
or the Brotherhood of Man and Nature. This is the
mathematical basis for what we have said elsewhere :*
“All life comes from the One Life of the Absolute and
normally should evolve back to God in perfect purity
and harmony.” “As all Souls are but differing expres-
sions of the One Life, each must bring back into the
One Life a special experience. Unity does not mean
an everlasting recurrence of one experience for all, but
all experiences in the One. As each different part of
the body has its own function, the experience of which
is subject to and is registered in the brain—the sum
total of the experiences of all organs and parts being
necessary to complete a Man—so are all Soul-experi-
ences comprised in the One Life.” 5 It is Unity but
not uniformity.

$ V. of L, 225. S V. of I., 285.
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The number 1 also symbolizes Adam Kadmon, the
Ist man. Since man is the only erect animal, the only
1 whose spinal column is vertical instead of horizontal,
1 symbolizes man’s power to stand erect, also his up-
rightness of both body and character. It also symbol-
izes the straight and narrow Path which the person-
ality must follow to reach the Divine or Christ-con-
sciousness. It is the line of spiritual aspiration which
must ascend from the heart of man to unite the human
with the Divine. It is the line whose continuation
unites the personality (the little i) with the Higher
Self (the Dot) to form the Real Self; the silver thread
which unites us with the Master; the unity of man
with God, the capital I which can stand alone. Jesus
expressed this same idea when He said: “I and my
Father are 1.”

Script letters are symbols which have been so modi-
fied by modern ideas that they have little occult signifi-
cance, yet they do express the idea of dependence one
upon the other, a late development of tribal and com-
munity life. So, to merge the little i into the I we
must learn to stand alone, for the i could never become
the I until it had ceased to depend on others for its
meaning. As the personality learns to stand alone
and ascend the straight and narrow Path and merges
into the overshadowing Dot, the Dot spreads out as
sheltering wings above, fills out and enlarges and also
makes a firm foundation below, thus I. When the little
i has reached up to the Dot in the center of its orbit,
has become the I and is able to stand alone in the
presence of the Master, it must then “do the works of
its Father in Heaven” or continue the extension of the
Path in the higher realms and complete the diameter

of the circle thus: ‘”0" Number 1
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also symbolizes the Magic Wand with which the
magician performs his Great Work.

Among man’s 7 principles 1 represents Atma, the
Ray from the Divine, 1 with the Father, through which
man becomes 1 with the AlL

Like the (O, number 1 is a natural geometric fig-
ure. For, using our previous symbol of the sphere,
if any line of force, either from within or from with-
out, acts upon it, it will begin to revolve and thus
generate an axis, or the vertical line which bisects the
circle (O forming the figure 1. "Therefore no other
figure could be the 1st of the numerical system, for 1
is the figure gencrated by the 1st manifestation of
motion in the Cosmos. 1 is positive and masculine in
its characteristics, as it is the outgoing Ray of the
Divine proceeding from the negative or subjective into
the positive or objective life. This symbolism of the
number 1 is confirmed in nature. In animal life we
find in the developing egg a straight line, called “the
primitive streak,” as the 1lst positive sign of the char-
acter of the future form and the forerunner of the
spinal column; the positive, supporting factor that
enables it to stand erect. In vegetable life we find
that out of the heart of the seed (its Dot within the
encircling husk) the 1st manifestation of life causes a
sprout to shoot upward and a tap-root downward, as
the positive and negative expressions of the Dot. These
burst the shell or husk and form a straight vertical
line which bisects the seed and enables the plant to
stat;d alone as an independent manifesting individual
or 1.

Whenever your attention is called to the number 1,
let it remind you of the 1 God, the 1 Life; the oneness
of mankind or the Brotherhood of Man; the power of
Selfhood; of self-reliance, dignity, rulership; the
Wand of the Magician, the Rod of Power; the power
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to bring forth the Self from the divine Dot within,
through the all-embracing power of the circle. Let it
remind you of the unity of nature, man and God; the
union of the human with the Divine through the fol-
lowing of the straight and narrow Path upward until
the personality is merged into the Father-in-heaven,
and you can say with Jesus, “I and my Father are 1.”



CHAPTER 7
THE 1ST LETTER, Aleph (R).

“All Hebrew letters contain a number, a hiero-
glyph, a symbol, and a place. To know these in
their relation to each other, and to numbers, is
to hold in the hands the chart that will guide
us unerringly across the ocean of ignorance into
the ‘Thirty-Two Paths of Wisdom’.”

—Numbers and Letters, Peek, 79.

“From the Spirit He produced Air, and found
in it twenty-two sounds * * * the letters; three
are mothers, seven are double, and twelve are
simple; but the Spirit is first and above these.”

—Sepher Yetzirah, i, 10.

The Hebrew alphabet is composed of 22 letters, of
which 3 are “Mother Letters,” 7 are double and 12 are
simple letters. The 3 “mother letters” are associated
with the 3 elements, air, fire and water. These ele-
ments are manifestations of the Divine Trinity from
which all things are brought forth in the 3 worlds.
The 7 double letters are associated with the 7 sacred
planets and the 7 fold power of the Elohim through
which the Mother Trinity must conceive. They are
double because each planet has its dual aspects, positive
and negative, favorable and unfavorable, benefic and
malific. And just as the astrological aspects of these
planets are modified by the influences of other planets,
so the double letters have a hard and soft sound ac-
cording to the influence of the other letters in the
words in which they appear. They are also connected
with certain other powers described elsewhere.! The
12 simple letters are associated with the 12 signs of
the zodiac, the 12 months in the year and the 12 parts

1 V., of 1., Chapter xii.
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of the human body. The zodiac being the circle of
manifestation or the limit of the field of operation of
our system, and its circumference having 12 points of
contact through which the force of the sun is trans-
mitted to earth, the 12 signs may be compared to a
gigantic switch-board through which the creative
power—corresponding to that generated by the 3
mothers and manipulated by the 7 doubles through the
2 simples—is transmitted to earth, under the guid-
ance of the 7 Planetary Deities. According to this
conception the 12 simple letters may be looked upon
as a perfect distributing apparatus for transmitting the
messages of the Spiritual Sun. But according as these
messages are interpreted by man, the receiver, are they
true, helpful and uplifting or false, misleading and
depressing. But in considering the letters and their
associations we must not fall into the error of thinking
that the letters are either the elements, the planets or
the zodiacal signs with which they are connected. The
letters simply respond to the vibrations from those
forces to which they are related and which they sym-
bolize. Nevertheless, the letters, either written or
spoken, awaken certain potencies and are avenues
through which certain cosmic forces operate in the
worlds of manifestation.

The 1st letter of the Hebrew alphabet is Aleph (8),
corresponding to our letter A, and its numerical value
is 1. Like number 1 it expresses the outbreathing of
the Divine or as the Kabalah expresses it, “soft breath-
ing.” Aleph is the 1st of the mother letters out of
which all the others are produced. Also out of soft
breathing are all the sounds expressed by the 22 letters
produced. “But their (the Druids) name for ‘A
which by itself names a Mountain, is AIL-M, saying
Mountain Parent. The same letter is the whole name
of the palm called P-AILM, or ‘The A’ This one
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letter also names the Celtic ‘Man’ and makes our word
FIR-S-T.” 2

Aleph symbolizes the Breath of Life as manifested
in man, for God ‘“breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul.” Just as the
primitive streak in the embryo forms the spinal column
and makes the upright man, so must the forces whose
centers lie within the spinal column be awakened, de-
veloped and blended ere man can grasp his Rod of
Power and become The Christ-man. The physical
agent through which this development is accomplished
is the breath, properly directed and controlled. Ac-
cording to Eliphas Lévi: “Aleph indicates the balance
of universal equilibrium, the division of the day and
the night, the reign of the sun and that of the moon,
the approaching struggle between Cain and Abel. It
is related to the angel of Mercury, represented in the
Tarot by the Bateleur.” 3

The astrological symbol corresponding to Aleph is
the ox, the sign Taurus in the zodiac. Some claim to
find a satisfactory explanation of the origin of this
letter in the head of the ox, his horns forming an
inverted A, the top of his head supplying the cross-
bar, thus ¥, But this reverses the symbol. It is not
more fanciful however to regard the lungs, through
which the Breath of Life functions, as forming a rough
letter A, with the arching diaphragm as the cross-bar.
But we will look for a deeper similarity, for the char-
acteristic of the letter is more an inner quality than
an outer appearance.

The sign Taurus is ruled by Venus and is the 1Ist
feminine sign, as Aleph is the 1st mother letter. Tau-
rus is the accepted symbol of terrestrial and physical
generation. The {full significance of the correspon-
dence, however, is that the brightest star of the con-
stellation, Aldebaran, situated in the eye of Taurus,

3 The Jarvis Letters, vi.
8 Unpublished Letters of XEliphas Lévi.
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together with the constellation of the Pleiades in the
neck of Taurus, in ancient Hindu chronology were the
determiners used for finding the beginning of our
present Iron Age or Kali Yuga. This is the cycle of
man’s most dense physical expression and greatest
spiritual darkness, a period during which he is learn-
ing the bitterest lessons of terrestrial generation,
brought about by his misuse of his creative powers.

The Pleiades, the constellation in the neck of Tau-
rus, is regarded

“in the Kabbalah and Eastern Esotericism, as the
sidereal septenate born from the first manifested
side of the upper triangle, the concealed A. This
manifested side is Taurus, the symbol of One
(the figure 1), or the first letter of the Hebrew
alphabet, Aleph (N ) ‘bull’ or ‘ox’, whose syn-
thesis is Ten (10), or Yod ( %), the perfect letter
and number. The Pleiades (Alcyone especially),
are thus considered, even in Astronomy, as the
central point around which our universe of fixed
stars revolves, the focus from which, and into
which, the Divine Breath, Motion, works inces-
santly during the Manvantara.”*

Since Aleph is the 1 which finds its completion in
Yod, the 10, it corresponds to the Alpha of the Greek
alphabet which is completed by the letter Omega.
Hence, Chronus, the god Time, the terrestrial expres-
sion of the 1, who says: “I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last” (I am
1 and 10), is but another expression of the outbreath-
ing of the Breath of Brahm, the Absolute, apparently
swallowed up in matter, yet bringing forth all things
upon the terrestrial plane.

As a hieroglyph, that is, the letter considered as a
sign or symbol, Aleph represents man as a collective
unit, the ruler of the earth, “the sign of Power and
Stability.” Tt carries the idea of man both as the mi-

¢ S. D, II, 581.2,
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crocosm and as the unity of the 1 Life, synthesized in
man 