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MEDICAL INSTITUTES

ADVANCED MEDICAL SCIENCE
INSTITUTE

About Sept. 20, 1912, a quack concern styling itself vari
ously the "Advanced Medical Science Institute," "Radio-
Electric Company," "Witman Medical Company" and "Delish-
Etts Manufacturing Company," with an alleged capital stock
for each of these concerns of from $25,000 to $2,000,000, and
claiming to be a part of the State Land Company of Okla
homa, with branches in a dozen or more states, began opera
tions in one of the principal office buildings in Louisville.
Elaming advertisements in the newspapers announced that it
had expert diagnosticians and scientific apparatus too costly
and accurate for the medical profession to possess or appre
ciate, and in a few days reported cures so numerous and
miraculous as to attract a large clientele. The State Board
of Health put the machinery of the law in operation and its
special agents, male and female, reported in a few days that
X. W. Witman, the head of the concern and its expert
diagnostician, was not a physician, and that the only medical
man in it was one who had failed as a practitioner and was
employed in an attempt to legalize its practice at a salary
of $15 a week. The scientific apparatus —a fake worthy of
the operators —consisted of a cheap fluoroscopy Witman,
pretending to look through the body into a blind box, would
declare that he saw handfuls of gall-stones, and stomach, lung
and kidney lesions, and thus found it easy to relieve the
unfortunates of any surplus cash they had or could obtain.

Twenty indictments were secured at the next sitting of
the grand jury (most of them not for violations of the med
ical law, it should be observed) and warrants were taken out
from day to day as evidence could be secured. One woman,
it is alleged, furnished $3,000 to finance the concern and its
defense, able attorneys were employed by it, a virulent
crusade was begun in the press against the State Board of
Health, the State Medical Association and the American
Medical Association, and women were employed in broad and
systematic efforts to blackmail and intimidate leading mem
bers of the profession, especially those connected with the
prosecution or summoned as witnesses. All of this was of
no avail. The attorney of the board, to whom chief credit

is due for the freedom of Kentucky from open quackery for
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the last twenty years, had prepared the cases with such care
and ability that the woman in the concern who had been
used in the efforts to discredit members of the profession,
turned state's evidence.

ADMIT GUILT

Nine of the indictments were against the Delish-Etts
Manufacturing Company, Dr. George W. Foreman, X. W.
Witman, W. M. Foreman and Frances Hoist for failure to
file a certificate. One was against the Advanced Medical
Science Institute and the persons named for unlawfully prac
ticing medicine, and nine against the same institute and per
sons for failing to file a certificate. The failure to file a
certificate refers to the engaging in business under an
assumed name as in the cases of the Delish-Etts Manu
facturing Company and the Advanced Medical Science Insti
tute, without having filed a certificate giving the names,
places and residences of all persons actually interested in
and conducting the business, and the nature of the business.
There were eighteen counts of this sort. The other two
were for practicing medicine illegally. On the eighteen
charges, by agreement, Witman was fined $25 each and $50
each on the two latter, making, together with costs, nearly
$700, which Witman paid. Dr. Foreman pleaded guilty to
one charge of doing business under an assumed name, the
Advanced Medical Science Institute, and a fine of $50 was
imposed, which is included in the above sum. Frances Hoist
filed a statement in court as to her connection with the busi
ness and agreed to cease having any future connection with
such business. The cases against her and W. M. Foreman
were dismissed. Witman admitted that the business had
been illegally conducted, that the offices would be immediately
closed and that he would not in future engage in similar
business in the state of Kentucky. This is all a matter of
record in the criminal courts of that state. The concern
closed its offices within an hour and notices were at once
issued for Dr. George W. Foreman to appear before the
State Board of Health at its next meeting to show cause
why his certificate to practice medicine should not be revoked
"for gross unprofessional and dishonorable conduct of a
character likely to deceive and defraud the public." Foreman
graduated from the Kentucky School of Medicine in 1902,
his name being given as George Forman. He was licensed
in Kentucky in 1903 under the name of George W. Foreman.

NEWSPAPER RESPONSIBILITY

This, for the time being at least, ends the career of one of
the crudest and most brazen examples of advertising quackery,
which the daily papers of Louisville aided and abetted by
printing large reading notice advertisements with flaming
headlines. It is a matter of astonishment that in this day



and age reputable newspapers should lend themselves to such
gross forms of swindling. In effect they make themselves
partners in a crude confidence game in which their own
patrons are not only swindled out of their money but are
doubtless, many of them, irreparably harmed by the treat
ment, or by the lack of the proper treatment they' require.
Many of the statements made in these advertisements are so
extravagant and absurd as to be laughable and really should
not deceive any layman of average intelligence. Yet these

THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
RecngnizestheMeriti nf ElectroTherapeuticsandPlacesIt Oi anEqualityWith All MedicalPrnfessinns

A DECISION llY JUDGE WALDON HARDIN, WASHINGTON, D. C.

THE CHIEF CONSULTINGAND EXAMINING PHYSICIAN

OF THE ADVANCEDMEDICAL INSTITUTE ARRIVES

He Is An lnventer and SenefactnrTe theHuman Race
and llrings Hepe Te SufferersId This Vicinity.

Photographic reproduction (much reduced) of portions of some of
the advertisements put out by the Advanced Medical Science Institute
fraud.

quacks must have done a large business in Louisville, else
they could not have paid for the extensive advertising space
purchased by them in these newspapers.

A few examples of statements from these advertisements
are given below.

The following appeared in the Louisville Times October 17:

"man almost MUTILATEDl scientific mechanical achievements
THAT ASTOUND THE WORLD! MR. HERBERT

BEATTY A LUCKY MAN!

"After an automobile accident which all but killed him outright,
Mr. Herbert Beatty's life was saved by mechanical means which has
astounded the civilized world. The following is what was done for
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Mr. Beatty at the Advanced Medical Science Institution, 708 Realty
Building: A glass eye, an artificial nose, a silver plate in his skull
and a false lining in his stomach was inserted, and yet Mr. Beatty
lives and enjoys perfect health. In answer to the question when
interviewed by a reporter the doctor explained: 'Almost anything
can be done nowadays by electricity when in the hands of a scien
tist. The lining of Mr. Beatty's stomach was deposited there by a
powerful current which is perfectly harmless and painless; bismuth
is used, as that metal can be removed after a cure is effected as
readily as when placed there by simply reversing the polarity of the
current. When this lining is placed in a diseased stomach or bladder
it coats the diseased mucous lining protecting the diseased parts
from the matter which would constantly irritate the parts and pre
vent a cure without this protection. . . . This great discovery is
a boon to those sufferers from stomach trouble and intestinal canal,
or any irritation of the kidneys caused by stricture or ulceration of
any kind. The multiple machine, the only one in the U. S. of America,
was applied and one application dissolved that troublesome malady in
less than three minutes' time.' "

Equally interesting with the "multiple machine," described
above, which cured a "stricture or ulceration" in three
minutes, is the "Diagraphoscope" which is stated in the
Louisville Herald of September 20, to be "The Most Mar
velous Invention of This Age—A Wonder-Working Machine
Which Will Revolutionize the Medical World and Cure Most
Diseases." In the absurd description of the "diagraphoscope"
which is called the "eighth wonder of the world," it is said
that it is:

'Doing more for diseases than an ocean of drugs or a forest of
surgeons' knives. ... It gives a diagnosis that is absolutely
true—not guess-work. This is accomplished by showing to the naked
eye every organ in the patient's body. By means of this phenom
enal machine's powers one can see the heart in action, the rise and
fall of the diaphragm, a spoonful of bismuth passing down the
throat Any constriction is as visible as the light of day, as are
kidney stones, or in fact any abnormal condition. It will show gall
stones so often believed to be cirrhosis • of the liver. You can see
right past the appendix, often observing the kidney stones so often
mistaken for appendicitis. . . . Any enlargement of the joints is
immediately revealed, and taking it all in all, makes the formerly
much-vaunted #-ray look like a toy."

In another reading notice in the Sunday Herald of Sept. 22,

1912, it is announced in great headlines that the chief con
sulting and examining physician of the Advanced Medical
Institute has arrived. He is described as the "great scientist
who has revolutionized the medical profession and startled
science" with his electro-radio. The important announcement
is made that he had brought his auto and had engaged
beautiful apartments in the fashionable part of town. But
the most wonderful part of this advertisement is the descrip
tion of the way in which they examine the patient in the
Advanced Medical Science Institute.

The brazen assurance of these quacks is illustrated still
further in an advertisement in one of the Louisville daily
papers in which is quoted almost completely an article by a

prominent surgeon in one of the popular magazines concern



ing medical ethics. The surgeon's name is signed to the
article, and the article is used in an attempt to show why
regular physicians are not worthy of confidence and that faith
should be placed in the electro-radio treatment of these quacks.

MORE LYING

A still more flagrant example of the sheer nerve of these
swindlers is found in a half-page advertisement in the Louis
ville Evening Post, Oct. 12, 1912, in which it is said in head
lines extending across the whole page that :

"The United States Supreme Court Recognizes the Merits of Electro
therapeutics and Places It On an Equality with All Medical Professions.
A Decision by Judge Waldon Hardin, Washington, D. C."

Then it pretends to quote from and comment on the Collins
decision by the United States Supreme Court. It quotes
Judge Hardin as having delivered himself of the following
brilliantly expressed thought presumably from the Collins
case:

"The allopathic doctors dug their own pits in the Collins case. They
never realized they had hold of a live wire until it was too late."

There is no Judge Waldon Hardin on the bench of the
United States Supreme Court or in the district courts. The
Collins case was a case from Texas involving the reregistra-
tion of an osteopath who had a license under a previous
medical act, and had nothing to do with electrotherapeutics.
The decision of the Supreme Court in that case sustained
the new Texas law requiring the osteopath to register anew.
This serves only to illustrate the brazen effrontery of this
quack concern which swindled the people of Louisville and
vicinity probably out of many thousands of dollars in a few
months. The fine of about $700 amounted really only to a
cheap license fee for these swindlers and they can afford to
go somewhere else and do the same thing, which they
probably will. While the people of Louisville are to be
congratulated on having been saved from further exploita
tion by this bald form of quackery through the activity of
the profession and the state board of health when they once
got in action, yet they have no reason to feel proud of their
neighbors and friends, the proprietors of the newspapers who
published the advertisements of these fake concerns and thus
made possible their swindling operations. — (From The Jour
nal A. M. A., Dec. 21, 1912.)



THE BELLEVUE MEDICAL INSTI
TUTE AND THE BOSTON

MEDICAL INSTITUTE
Edward R. Hibbard of Oak Park, 111., a suburb of Chi

cago, was found guilty of obtaining money through the mails
by means of fraudulent pretenses. Hibbard conducted a
so-called medical institute which had two names because it
had two doors, each of which opened on a different street.
One door was the entrance to the "Boston Medical Institute,"
the other the entrance to the "Bellevue Medical Institute,"
both occupying the same suite of rooms and carrying on the
same business under the same set of employees and man
agers. Their object was advertised as the "medical treat
ment of the private diseases of men." The methods employed
were those of other similar concerns; pamphlets with titles
such as "The Army and Navy," "Vim of Life," "Perfect
Manhood," etc., were scattered broadcast where they would
be most likely to attract the attention of boys and young
men. The first of these was the most adroit; it purports to
give statistics comparing the army and navy of the United
States with those of other powers, but contains articles on
"Unnatural Habits," "Insane Asylums," "Lost Manhood,"
"Spermatorrhea," etc., and a lot of "sworn testimonials"
(unsigned) from grateful patients of the institute. In his
correspondence with patients, Hibbard represented that he
had a medical staff of eleven members, "including some of
the most eminent physicians of America and Europe," but the
testimony revealed a medical staff of two, one of them
Dr. Edmondson, "shown by the investigations of the
inspectors to be a man of mediocre ability, who is not recog
nized as a specialist and is without standing in his pro
fession," and the other a Dr. Koehn, who would not allow
his name to be publicly used in connection with the business
and who. gave not over half of each day to analyzing such
specimens of urine as might be submitted by the patients.
The report of the postmaster shows that the mail received
averaged 250 letters a day, and the testimony of the clerks
and stenographers shows that the instructions for the
answers to those letters, and therefore the treatment of all
the patients, were received from Dr. Edmondson. The com
pounding of the medicines sent out appears to have been
largely, if not wholly, entrusted to an ex-sailor, without any
special qualifications for the work, but who mixed up the
medicines by the numbers or marks on the boxes. The
patients were guaranteed a cure or return of their money,



and encouraged to keep up the treatment as long as possible,
but if they became dissatisfied and demanded their money
back they were threatened with prosecution for defamation
of character or blackmail. In order to secure the return of
compromising correspondence the institute had forms printed
on the backs of their letters for the patient to fill out, report
ing progress, and to return. When Hibbard was asked to
cite instances in which the patient's money was returned,
according to the promises, he refused and gave as his reasons
that the names of patients were held confidential. The
government exhibit of letters threatening patients with public
exposure is in startling contrast to this assertion.

This, in brief, explains the modus operandi of Hibbard's
institutes. The matter which follows is a detailed account of
the government's case against this man, as it appeared in
The Journal of the American Medical Association.

THE BOSTON-BELLEVUE MEDICAL INSTITUTE

If the United States Circuit Court of Appeals sustains the
findings of the lower court, Edward R. Hibbard of Oak Park,
111., will spend two years in the Chicago House of Correction,
besides paying a fine of $1,500 and the costs of the prose
cution of his case.

Mr. Hibbard is a man who has been a prominent citizen of
Oak Park and whom Edward F. Dunne, former mayor of
Chicago ; William A. Hutchinson, postmaster at Oak Park ;

Frederick H. Wickett, attorney at law ; C. F. Haffner, mem
ber of the Cook County Civil Service Commission, and others
have regarded as a good citizen and a good neighbor. As to
his general reputation for honesty —"It was good ; it was
very good." In fact, he was a neighbor to be proud of (so
these people thought), and yet it is alleged (and the lower
court found him guilty) that while Mr. Hibbard was posing
as a model citizen and a bright and shining example for the .

Sunday-school-going youths of Oak Park, he was running a
so-called medical institute, which bore two names because it
had two doors, each of which opened on a different street.

TWO NAMES —ONE INSTITUTE

One door was the entrance to the "Boston Medical Insti
tute," the other the entrance to the "Bellevue Medical Insti
tute." Both "institutes" occupy the same suite of rooms,
both have the same managers, the same physicians and the
same object.

That object is advertised as the "medical treatment of the
private diseases of men" ; but the evidence submitted to the
United States attorney at Chicago was such that the grand
jury found that the object of said institutes was to obtain
money through the mails by means of fraudulent pretenses.
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Government exhibit 69 is a letter from the Boston Medical
Institute guaranteeing the reliability of the Bellevue Medical
Institute, and correcting a rumor that the latter institution
was poor pay.

The modus operandi of this concern was on a par with
similar institutes. Pamphlets — a million copies a year —with
titles such as "The Army and Navy," "Vim of Life," "Per
fect Manhood," etc., have been scattered broadcast, in farm
ers' wagons, buggies, etc., under the cushions on seats when
possible, where they would be most likely to attract the atten
tion of boys and young men. The most adroit one of these
was first mentioned, which purports to give statistics com
paring the Army and Navy of the United States with those
of other great powers, but which contains articles on
"Unnatural Habits," "Insane Asylums," "Lost Manhood,"
"Spermatorrhea," "Impotency," "Varicocele," "Gonorrhea,"
"Syphilis," "Specialism in Medicine," a notice about the
"Boston Medical Institute," 152 Lake Street, Chicago, "the
oldest medical institute in the country," and a choice collec
tion of "sworn testimonies" (unsigned) from grateful patients
whom this institute had kept from filling untimely graves
or from becoming inmates of asylums for the insane.

"The pitcher which goes too often to the well shall at last
be broken." Since 1869 the "Boston Medical Institute" had
been doing a most successful (financially) mail order busi
ness ; but finally it undertook to "cure" one Mr. A1 of Michi
gan, and did not succeed ; whereupon Mr. A claimed the return
of his money under the "guarantee" of the the institute, and
when he found he could not get it he was ready to take action
in lieu thereof.

Hence it was that on the nineteenth day of October, 1907,
the United States grand jurors, inquiring for the eastern divi
sion of the northern district of Illinois, found that Edward
R. Hibbard, under the name and style of Boston Medical
Institute, "had devised a scheme and artifice to defraud one
Mr. A."

Similar charges were brought against Mr. Hibbard on
account of his dealings with Mr. B of Wisconsin and Mr. C
of Ohio. Hibbard was admitted to bail in the sum of $2,000
The recognizance was filed Oct. 22, 1907. On the second of
November Edward R. Hibbard filed a demurrer. The case
came to trial on the twenty-fourth day of March, 1908. On
the fourth of April the jury found Edward R. Hibbard guilty
as charged in the indictment.

1. While the actual names of the patients here referred to, were
given in the article as it originally appeared in The Journal, the letters
A, B, etc., have been substituted for such names.



MEDICAL STAFF

Some interesting facts about the "Boston Medical Insti
tute" were brought out at the trial. In correspondence with
the "patients" Hibbard represented that he had a medical
staff of eleven members, "including some of the most eminent
physicians of America and Europe." But the testimony of
Dr. S. E. Embry, who was engaged by a Mr. Ward (adver
tising man for the Boston Medical Institute) to make an

investigation and report of said institute, brought out the
fact that when Dr. Embry visited the institute there were
two doctors there —Dr. Edmondson and Dr. Koehn. Dr. Gil
bert W. Edmondson testified that he was a graduate of the
College of Medicine, Louisville, Ky., had attended the Indiana

ow ma sTArf in nanaMf ran cvm ast waives m awirnvnon

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the reverse side of the
stationery sent out by the Boston Medical Institute. This picture
of the "consulting staff" was wholly an imaginary one.

Medical College, Indianapolis, and that he was employed as
medical superintendent by the Boston Medical Institute. In
the course of the trial it was brought out that Dr. Edmond
son "is shown by the investigations of the inspectors to be
a man of mediocre ability, who is not recognized as a spe
cialist and is without standing in his profession." Concern
ing Dr. Koehn the following statement was made : "The
only other jjhysician connected with the institute in any way
whatever is a Dr. Koehn, who feels so with reference to the
business that he will not permit his name to be in any wise
publicly used in connection with it, and who gives not to
exceed half of each day to analyzing such specimens of urine
as may be submitted by patients. The value of his services
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in this regard can be appreciated from the fact that he admits
'analyzing' twenty and more specimens in the half day devoted
to the institute."

CORRESPONDENCE

Government exhibit 38 is a picture of the "correspondence
department" of the Boston Medical Institute, "nearly 3,000
square feet," and one of the clerks testified that he had seen
twenty men at work. The report of the postmaster shows
that the mail received by the institute averaged 250 letters
a day, and yet the testimony of the clerks and stenographers
proves that the instructions for the answers to these letters,
and therefore the treatment of all the patients, were received
from Dr. Edmondson. The bookkeeper and cashier, Oscar A.
Kempe, testified that the receipts of the institute were from
$4,000 to $5,500 a month. The average fee from each patient
was $7 a month. It is therefore probable that an average
of nearly 700 patients a month were treated, and all by Dr.
Edmondson.

LABORATORY

One of the most taking catches of the advertisements of
the institute, aside from the fictitiously large consulting staff,
was that in regard to the laboratory. This was represented
as "the most complete and extensive in the country, contain
ing all of the latest discoveries known to science." The
indictment sets forth that the laboratory was not the most
complete in the country, and that it did not contain all the
latest discoveries known to science.

Also the Boston Medical Institute advertised : "Our medi
cines are prepared to meet the symptoms in each individual
case, in our extensive laboratory, by skilful and experienced
chemists, thereby avoiding the mistakes so often made in
compounding by incompetent druggists or their overworked
clerks. The greatest care is exercised in the purchase of pure
and unadulterated drugs and chemicals."

HOW THE MEDICINES WERE PREPARED

Charles A. Jessamine, called on behalf of the government,
testified that he was a shipping clerk. He had been a sailor.
Jessamine entered the employ of the Boston Medical Insti
tute as a shipping clerk. But when Jessamine described the
compounding of drugs in the laboratory the following testi
mony was elicited :

Q. Who selected the medicines and out them in the tub?
A. I did this.
Q. Under whose instructions would you do this?
A. Under the doctor's instructions.
Q. Would you do this when he was not there at any time?
A. He was in the room when he told me, but he would step out

and I would do it.
Q. What would you have to guide you in making the proper

mixture?
A. The drugs, were mixed when we got them.
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Q. Now, in making the compound, that is, saturating it with alcohol
and water, what directions would you have?

A. That was specified at all times, a certain amount for each par
ticular drug.

Q. What shape were those directions in?
A. They specified to me to use 33 per cent, alcohol for a certain drug,

and it was an understood fact that was what I had to use.
Q. Would you go to the bottles and pour out the alcohol, 33 per

cent?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Would you do that when the doctor was not around?
A. Sometimes he would be in the room, and sometimes he would be

just stepping out.
Q. What kind of medicines were those that were used for the tub?
A. Saw palmetto compound, black willow bark, and trifolium com

pound.
Q. Did you ever take any drug and put it into the tub and mix it up

when the doctor was not there?
A. Yes, sir, I have.
Q. What guide would you have to go by in doing that?
A. All three kinds were marked by different numbers.
C). How would you know whether you got the right drug or not?
A. It was verv hard for me to get the wrong kind.
Q. What enabled you to determine whether it was the right kind?
A. They were marked inside and I could pull the box out and see

which mark was on the one wanted, "X," "D,' or "M."
Q. You depended entirely on the marks, did you?
A. I could depend on the results and smell.
Q. Have you ever studied pharmacy?
A. No, sir.
Q. Have you ever had any experience in a pharmacist's place?
A. No, sir.
Q. Did you ever take any special instruction under Dr. Edmondson

in pharmacy? ,
A. No, sir.
Q. Were you during the time you worked for the Boston Medical

Institute ever a registered pharmacist?
A. No, sir.
Q. During the time that you were working there, nearly four years,

was there ever a registered pharmacist in that laboratory?
A. Not to my knowledge.
Q. And you say that you we're the chief chemist there?
A. I didn't say that at all. I didn't say there was any chemist

at all. The doctor — there was no chemist there.
Q. It says here: "Our prescription department, chief chemist and

two assistants. Now, who is the chief chemist?
A. It must have been the doctor.
Q. Who were the assistants?
A. I was assisting him. I was not the chief chemist.
Q. Who was the other assistant?
A. The boy Swanson. He was not a chemist. There was no one

there to my knowledge that was a chemist. I could not swear whether
the doctor was a chemist or not.

VALUABLE INVESTIGATION

Judging from the development at the trial, it was appar
ently the custom of the managers of the Boston Medical
Institute to employ any one available to do whatever was to
be done, regardless of the fitness of the person employed. For
instance, when it was deemed advisable to have the institute
and its "consulting staff" "examined," the advertising man
for the institute secured the services of a Dr. S. E. Embry.
The institute treated specially the diseases of men. Dr.
Embry testified of himself as follows:

"The nature of my practice has been general practice and surgery.
Since I have been in Chicago my practice has been principally corpora
tion surgery,"
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Nevertheless Dr. Embry went through the Boston Medical
Institute and "examined" Dr. Edmondson as to his fitness for
his position with the institute.

THE VELVET GLOVE

The institute seemed to have had a regular set method
of dealing with the unwary flies which fell into its trap. One
of the complainants in the case against E. R. Hibbard, as
representing the institute, was Mr. B of Wisconsin. In Mr.
B's complaint it is shown that when he was about 19 or 20
years old he was influenced by the advertising literature
of the Boston Medical Institute to seek treatment from it,

through the mails, for occasional night emissions. Such a

condition in a healthy young man of the age of Mr. B at that
time is entirely normal. This concern, however, represented to
Mr. B that he was in a serious state, suffering from sexual
debility and in need of immediate and the most skilled atten
tion. Quoting the language of the concern to Mr. B, he was
advised that his case had been carefully considered by the
institute staff of specialists, who had decided that he was suf
fering from "spermatorrhea, passive congestion of the kidneys,
partial impotency and nervous debility," and he was informed
that unless he speedily obtained "energetic and well-directed
treatment, the inevitable result will be not only a breakdown
of the general nervous system, but a complete extinction of the
sexual powers themselves." He was further told : "We are
pleased, however, to state that, if you at once begin an efficient
medical treatment, we do hereby absolutely guarantee your
ultimate restoration to perfect health or refund every dollar
paid to us in fee, and it is our belief that the same can be
brought about in from two and one-half to four months."

Services and medicines were offered for $10 for the first
month and $8 for each of the succeeding months.

Mr. B testifies that he treated with this institute for twenty-
three months, and at the end of the time his health was com
pletely wrecked, and he was compelled to go to his physician
for attention. Mr. B testified that altogether he paid the insti
tute more than $150. He finally became convinced that the
institute was not curing him and was only injuring his health
and securing more money from him without giving him any
real benefit. He therefore demanded the return of his money
in accordance with the promise and guaranty made to him
that, if he was not cured, his money would be refunded. The
letter of the company written in reply to this demand,
refuses him his money under the pretext that he had not been
guaranteed a cure in any definite time; and despite the fact
that the institute had been handling his case for nearly two
years, it had the audacity to suggest that it could ultimately
cure him if he would indefinitely continue treatment.
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THE HAND OF IRON

When Mr. B attempted to press his claim for the return
of his money he was advised that his "scurrilous, defam
ing and blackmailing letter" would be placed in "the hands
of our attorneys to prosecute you to the full extent of the
law."

Dr. Robert A. Kitto, Racine, Wis., whom Mr. B consulted
after discontinuing treatment from the institute, testified
that when Mr. B came to him he was "very nervous
and debilitated. He was in what we call a hypochondriac
condition. That is

, he was largely imaginary, worrying, and
very weak, emaciated and pale. My treatment of him was
tonic and advice. I advised him not to worry about his con
dition, that it was not as bad as he supposed it was, and it

was a good deal of imagination, and that was working on his
mind, and his mind was working on his body, and that made
him feel as he did, when in reality he was not diseased, as
he imagined he was. I gave him very simple tonics, what
we call tissue medicine, or building medicine. I treated him
about three or four months, I think, constantly. When I got
through I considered him all right. He had been cured at
that time."

A TYPICAL CASE

Mr. A another of the complainants, had an experience
similar to that of Mr. B. When Mr. A was "going on 17

years" he lived in Ann Arbor and was an organ maker who
was doing a full day's work every day. He testified that "the
condition of my health prior to January, 190S, seemed all right
except that I had bad habits." It was brought out in the
cross-examination that Mr. A had practiced self-abuse for a

year and a half. At the time Mr. A began the practice he did
not know anything of its effects. When he found out that it

was a "bad" habit he "gradually slowed down," and at the end
of six months discontinued it.

One day, near the Ann Arbor depot he picked up a Boston
Medical Institute pamphlet —"Our Army and Navy." Mr.
A testified : "I read every word of this pamphlet through.

I commenced to think about it, and I thought I was very sick,
and I cut out the question blank and sent it to the Boston
Medical Institute." Mr. A had nightly emissions : "about once
in every two weeks." At this time the practice of self-abuse
had been discontinued. The Boston Medical Institute pre
tended that he was in a most serious state, was suffering from
sexual debility, and required immediate and skilled attention.
He took the treatment for about seven months in 1905 and for
about three months in 1906. He alleges that as a result his
digestion was ruined, and that because of the treatment he
was compelled to obtain the attention of a local physician.
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INDUCED TO PROLONG TREATMENT
The letters which he received from the institute while tinder

treatment were all of a character to induce him to pro
long the treatment. The treatment commenced Jan. 25, 1905.
In March he was advised : "Greatly pleased with progress —we
are greatly interested in your case." In April : "Trusting
that you will continue to manifest a hearty good will in
cooperating with us—especially interested in case —our entire
board of physicians following your progress." In June :

"Sorry you feel discouraged, and we assure you that there
is no reason whatever for you to do so—it would be nothing
short of criminal to quit now." In July : "We are pleased
with the continued improvement in your condition, and can
assure you that you are improving nicely."

About this time Mr. A became discouraged and dropped
the treatment, but in December, 1905, was induced to take
it up again by the representations of the institute that "we
do absolutely guarantee that our treatment will check all
unnatural losses and restore the organs to their natural size,
strength and vigor, and as a result of such vigor you will
certainly feel like a new man in three months." In January,
1906, he was informed that "we are greatly pleased with the
progress made thus far." In March, 1906 : "Although your
improvement is quite slow, it is steady."

. THE INSTITUTE SHOWS THE CLOVEN HOOF

Mr. A finally became convinced that instead of curing
him the institute was seriously endangering his health, and
ceased the treatrnent and applied for the return of his money,
in accordance with the company's guarantee. He was advised
that the company had never guaranteed to cure him in
any certain time ; also that he had not been promised that
all of his money would be returned, but that only the insti
tute fee would be refunded, if he was not cured, and that
this fee was only "10 per cent, of all you paid us." The insti
tute refused to return even this, pretending that it had not
failed to cure him. He was further advised : "Let us tell
you now that if you cause us any trouble about this matter,
or try to do so, we will have good grounds against you for
slander and defamation of character. We do not wish to
get into any trouble with you about the matter, but if you
persist in it and bring it on yourself, we are sure that we
shall defend ourselves to the limit, and we will show that
at the time you began the treatment you were practicing
these secret masturbation habits. [Italics ours. — Ed.] We
will also have something to say along other lines when you are
done with all you wish to do—we will show you that this very
letter in our possession to-day on this subject is a ground for
blackmail on your part against us."
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This threat publicly to expose the weaknesses and infirm
ities of patients, given in professional confidence, is in strange
contrast with the assurance printed at the top of each letter :

"All correspondence strictly confidential."

ATTEMPTS TO SECURE RETURN OF CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence between the institute and patients, sub
mitted with the complaints to the Postomce Department,
shows the significant fact that the institute had endeavored
to obtain the return to it of all its correspondence to patients
by printing on the reverse side of its letters forms for the
patients to fill in and return to the institute, reporting the
progress of their cases. This practice of the company would
seem to indicate that they recognized that the matter desired
to be returned was of an incriminating nature. This is plainly
shown by the cases discovered by the inspector, in which

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of a letterhead of Hibbard's
concern. Notice the statement printed at the top of the letter, "All
correspondence strictly confidential;" then note (below) the threat made
by these quacks to expose the weakness of a patient who demanded the
return of his money.

money was paid by the institute for the return of . its cor
respondence, which it had failed to obtain by the first-men
tioned method.

In the case of a Mr. D of Pennsylvania, the Boston Medical
Institute wrote him July 3, 1906, in part as follows :

"We wish to settle that trouble and have no more to do with you.
Will pay you the $40 you ask if you will comply with the following
conditions, and send us an express C. O. D. for the $40. In the package
we wish you to place all the letters, pamphlets, clips, etc., that were
ever sent you, including the twe sheets of the letter of diagnosis and
terms first sent you; also sign the enclosed statement with your full
name, and date it, and give us the privilege of examination before pay
ing the C. O. D. and we will pay it if all these things are in it."

STOCK DIAGNOSES

For the purpose of testing the skill and honesty of the
business as regards the diagnosing and treatment of cases,
the inspectors caused test letters to be sent to the Boston
Medical Institute, and the results are given as follows :
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1. T. M. Moran, Canton, 1ll. In this case the inspectors after
opening correspondence with the institute as from a regular patient,
submitted symptoms of a plain, uncomplicated and patent case of hydro
cele. This is a condition recognized by all reputable practitioners of
medicine as amenable only to surgical treatment. The institute, recog
nizing it could give no service of value through the mails for the
hydrocele, falsely pretended that the condition was ."sexual neuras
thenia," a term that covers a great many ailments and diseases; as,
for instance, "nervous debility or general weakness of the nervous sys
tem, peculiar pains and aches in different parts of the body, tired and
exhausted feeling, and so forth." None of these symptoms were given
by the patient; but the patient was assured that the institute could cure
the condition diagnosed in from two and one-half to four months, and
urged the party to take treatment at $12 for the first month and $8 for
each succeeding month.

2. John B. Gardner, Brookfield, Mo. In this test the inspectors
submitted symptoms showing a plain, uncomplicated and patent case of
varicocele, which is also a condition recognized by all reputable physi
cians as amenable only to surgical treatment, if any be required. In this
instance the institute wrote: "The physicians connected with our insti
tute have to-day given your case their attention, and, after carefully
considering the description of your condition, find you to be suffering
from sexual neurasthenia, falsely called spermatorrhea," and mged the
patient to take treatment from the institute for $12 for the first month
and $8 for each month thereafter, under the promise: "We do hereby
absolutely guarantee your ultimate cure for the trouble diagnosed oi
refund to you every dollar you have paid us in fee, and it is our belief
that your cure can be accomplished in from two and one-half to four
months." This diagnosis is on a printed form, which shows its general
use, and also contains the following statements calculated to create a
condition ot fear in the mind of the patient: "We also desire to add
that we do not regard your trouble as especially dangerous to your life
at present, or desire to frighten you in any manner or exaggerate your
complaints, but at the same time we do regard them as dangerous to
your sexua-1 health and happiness, if you allow them to go unchecked,
for these troubles . are progressive and demand immediate treatment,
which we are prepared to give."

3. E. J. Robb, Aurora, 1ll. A test similar to the Gardner test was
conducted under the name of E. J. Robb, the inspectors submitting a
plain and uncomplicated case of varicocele, and receiving the same stock
diagnosis in answer thereto.

FRAUDULENT PRETENSES OF INSTITUTE

These tests show affirmatively that it was the practice and
intent of this institute to endeavor to obtain money from
the unfortunate by falsely and fraudulently pretending that
it could treat them through the mails successfuly and thereby
inducing them to purchase treatment, although it knew it
could give no treatment of value by mail for the conditions
from which they were suffering. The recognition that the
institute could give no services of value in the tests cases
conducted by the inspectors is not only patent from the cases
themselves, but was conceded by Mr. Hibbard, the manager
and proprietor of the business, in his written answers to
questions propounded to him by the inspectors with ref-
ence to these cases.

The facts disclosed by Mr. A's, B's, D's and other com
plaints show that the promises given by this institute
to secure patients ; that in case of failure to effect a

cure all money paid will be refunded, are not made in good
faith or honestly, but are held out fraudulently and without
any intention on the part of those conducting the business
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to fulfill them ; but rather that the intention was to refuse
to return the money, to make such requests matters of con
troversy, to claim that such requests were blackmail, to
threaten public exposure of patients, to claim that no time
was absolutely specified and that therefore there could be
no claim for a refund, to claim that the promise was not
that all the money would be refunded, but only the fee.

Electric

BELT.
The powerful electric current, fully warranted and guaranteed,

the most perfect belt known on account of its wonderful and

peculiar electric power. It is not recommended for general use

Boston Medical Institute,
152 LAKE ST., CHICAGO, ILL,

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of part of the leaflet sent out hy
the Boston Medical Institute.

Concerning this last point, it is interesting to note that
to the inspector's question as to what he meant by the state
ment in his letters, "We absolutely guarantee to cure or refund
every dollar paid to us in fee." Mr. Hibbard answered "We
meant all money paid —every cent."

The inspectors asked Mr. Hibbard to cite instances in which
the money of uncured patients had been refunded. Mr. Hib
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bard declined to do so, and gave as his reason that the names
of patients were held confidential. The government exhibit
of letters threatening patients with public exposure is in
startling contrast to this statement.

An interesting feature of the trial was the fact, which was
made evident, that there are physicians, who desire to be
known as good and regular practitioners, who for solicitation
and hire will defend such an institution as the Boston Med
ical Institute was proved to be, and, furthermore, one of
these men testified that he believed the effects of distribution
of such literature as that sent out by the institute was good.

At the end of the trial it was found that the business con
ducted under the names Boston Medical Institute, F. L. Hib-
bard, E. R. Hibbard, Bellevue Medical Institute, B. Norton
and B. Newton, was a scheme for obtaining money through
the mails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses; and
a verdict against Edward R. Hibbard was given as cited in
the beginning of this article. — (Modified from the Journal A.
M. A., Oct. 17, 1908.)

Hibbard Pleads Guilty
The Boston Medical Institute and the Bellevue Medical

Institute were two names used on separate entrances to a
single quack concern in Chicago. The institute purported to
treat the "private diseases of men," but a federal court
decided that the business was a scheme for obtaining money
through the mails by means of fraudulent pretenses. E. R.
Hibbard —who seemed to be the owner —was sentenced to two
years' imprisonment and to pay a fine of $1,500 and costs.
He, of course, appealed, and "his case was remanded for a new
trial. Recent issues of Chicago papers state that, rather than
undergo the new trial, Hibbard has pleaded guilty. The gov
ernment has decided that payemnt of the fine of $1,500 and
costs would be sufficient punishment. — (From the Journal A.
M. A., Nov. 13, 1909.)



C. H. CARSON AND HIS TEMPLE
OF HEALTH

[C. H. Carson was a Kansas City quack, who became rich
by humbugging and defrauding the sick. The following
article appeared in the editorial pages of The Journal
of the American Medical Association, Sept. 30, 1911, com
menting on a particularly disgraceful phase of Carson's
quackery.]

Religion and Quackery
For years the religious press reeked with unsavory adver

tisements of nostrums and quacks of varying degrees of fraud-
ulency and indecency. Public opinion finally forced the more
influential church papers to throw out this class of adver
tising and to-day, except for some of the more insignificant
publications, the religious journals are practically free from
the blight of "patent medicine" advertisements. That quack
ery still seems to posses a peculiar fascination for the clergy,
however, was recently shown in an episode that occurred at
Kansas City, Mo. That city is the unfortunate possessor of
a quack named Carson—Hiram Carson, or as he calls himself
"Dr. C. H. Carson." This charlatan has grown rich, thanks
to a venal press and the large supply of gullible sick. He
used to "treat" by means of "vital force," developed by rub
bing his victims with vaselin mixed with red pepper. The
tingling produced by the red pepper was, he assured his dupes,
the "vital force." Later he improved on this "treatment"
and had his assistants give out slips of tissue paper that he
had "magnetized." These slips the patients were instructed
to pin on their nightgowns between the shoulder-blades !

Carson is now operating what he calls the "Temple of
Health," and advertising heavily. As a means of drumming
up trade Carson occasionally gives elaborate "receptions" at
his "Temple of Health," to which the curious are invited. A
little while ago a meeting of this kind was held at which,
as a crowning advertising stroke, Carson got the pastor of
one of the leading Congregational churches of the city —the
Rev. J. B. Silcox —to give an address ! This address and
other details of the "reception" occupied nearly two columns
in the Kansas City papers of the following day, and although
a paid advertisement, the article was set up in news-matter
style. Why a reputable minister of the gospel, whose own
church membership is strictly high-class and, we are informed,
includes some of the best-known medical men of the city,
should endorse such a blatant quack as Carson, is a mystery.
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Every intelligent layman in Kansas City knows that Carson
is a humbug and that his system is a fake. Every man in
that city also knows, or could know, that Carson's only
claim to the title "doctor" lies in his possession of a "diploma"
from as wretched a mill as ever ground out parchments —the
American Health College of Cincinnati, long since defunct,
thank heaven ! If there is one class of men more than
another that should stand between suffering ignorance and
the machinations of the miserable harpies of the Carson
type, it is the ministry. If there is one man more than
another who should expose the deception and covetousness
of the quack, it is the man who professes to follow the teach
ings of Him whose voice was always raised against shams
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MAKE IMPORTANT DISCOVERY.
Care ot'Appendicitis Without Drugi tir Sur*

*err I* AnB*nnecd.
Special pispatch te The, lnter Ocean.

- KANSAS CITY. Mo.. April 9.— Kansas City
has a doctor who baa found what the medical
profession has been seeking to learn for many
years, "the uses of the appendix vermiform."
ThlB doctor, C. H. Carson, looks upon surgi
cal "operations that remove the .appendix
as a crime against nature. He states he has
cured permanently every case of appcndlctls
that has been brought to him for treatment
at his Temple of Health, Twelfth and Wash
ington streets, Kansas City, Mo. He pub
lishes a magazine which gives full details
of this method of treatment and will send it
to ajl who write.
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One of Carson's tricks was to have his advertisements puhlished as
news items. Here is a photographic reproduction of a "news item"
that appeared in a Chicago paper.

and cheats and the cupidity of avarice. Yet we have, in the
address of Rev. Mr. Silcox, the unedifying spectacle of a
Christian clergyman lending the influence of his cloth and
personality to further the cause of one who fattens by deceiv
ing the sick and suffering.

[The foregoing article called forth no comment from Carson
for over a month. Then a letter was received by The Journal
demanding an apology and threatening, if it was not forth
coming, to appeal to the courts. The Journal's answer to
this threat was the following editorial that appeared Dec.



21

9, 1911. In the same issue there was published a good deal
of information obtained under oath from Carson, himself,
and from the individual who conducted the "school" in which
Carson claimed to have received his medical education. Noth
ing further has been heard from him!]

GREATERTHAN A KING CSCAM.M.D.

Full-page advertisements were expensive, but Carson could easily afford
them. They were paid for, of course, by the poor dupes who exchanged
good money for a worthless "treatment." This is a photograph of a
page advertisement in a Kansas City paper. It appeared a few days
after our first expose of this humbug.

C. H. Carson—Quack
In The Journal for September 30, reference was made

editorially to "Dr." C. H. Carson, the Kansas City gentleman
who conducts the "Temple of Health" for the "Treatment of
Disease by the Vital Science System." In our editorial we
were constrained to refer to Carson as a quack, also as a
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charlatan and a humbug. We used other adjectives equally
uncomplimentary. After waiting a month, "Dr." Carson
reached the conclusion that we had both libeled and slan
dered him and wrote a long letter to The Journal apprising
it of this opinion. In his letter, the high priest of the
"Temple of Health" says that he is "very sorry indeed that
so high-toned a journal" as The Journal of the American
Medical Association should contain such an article. We
acknowledge "Dr." Carson's judgment in estimating the value
of The Journal, and are willing, also, to admit that he
doubtless is very sorry that the article appeared.

"Dr." Carson says : "I write this letter in the spirit of
kindness and hope it will be received by you in the same
way." And further he tells us that he has "recently won in
a long-drawn-out litigation" in which questions regarding
his "credentials" and his "diploma" were discussed. He says
that the State Board of Health of Missouri investigated the
matter thoroughly and that "the standing of the school [from
which he "graduated"] and its right to issue diplomas were
finally established, and no questions regarding this has ever
arisen since." "Dr." Carson objects to our calling the
"school" from which he "graduated" a defunct institution,
and plaintively observes : "A school may pass out of existence
without there being any reason for calling it defunct." Dic
tionaries and other sources of real information are doubtless
closed books to the "doctor."

Carson says, further, that his standing "as a moral, upright
man" has not been questioned "even by the doctors of med
icine" of Kansas City. This statement, doubtless, is as far
from the truth as many other statements emanating from
the "Temple of Health." The opinions of the decent medical
men of Kansas City as to the "morality" and "uprightness"
of a man who will defraud the sick and the suffering by sell
ing them slips of tissue paper as "cures" for disease, can
easily be imagined.

With this letter, "Dr." Carson encloses an advertisement
from the Kansas City Weekly Journal, in which is reproduced
a long rambling article written by C. S. Carr, M.D. This
article is a write-up of Carson and his "Temple of Health,"
that appeared in Carr's journal and which has since been used
by Carson as an advertising asset. To the uninitiated the
advertisement gives the impression that this article appeared
in a reputable medical journal and was written by a repu
table physician. As a matter of fact, Carr is and has been
for years employed by the Peruna concern; he is engaged in
a mail-order nostrum business of his own and is running a
pseudomedical sheet that he calls the Columbus Medical
Journal, whose advertising receipts have come from some of
the worst fakes in the country. Presumably Carson is to«
ignorant to understand the status of C. S. Carr. No other
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supposition would explain his apparent belief that an article
such as he sends with his letter would be of value to his
cause.

Carson further says that our ''most unfortunate article"
seems to reflect not only on his "professional ability," but
also on his "integrity." We are glad that the four weeks'

iKNIFE NOT NEEDEO

Dr. C. H. Carson, the. Kansas City
Healei, Announces He Has Con
quered Dread Ailment Without
Terrors of an Operatinn.

VIOLENT DISEASE PUZZLES
ABLEST OF THE DOCTORS

Authnr of New Treatment Volun
tarily Offers to Post a Large Sum
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tention.

BY G. !,;.MOHAN
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This advertisement, of which only a small part is shown, appeared in
a Chicago paper.

study that "Dr.'* Carson gave to our article resulted in his
getting our meaning as accurately as he seems to have done.
In view of all this, Carson closes his letter by asking us to
"kindly publish an editorial . . . apologizing for what
has been said . . . and asking the pardon of the ones
you have injured."

r
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If wc will perform this small service, we have it from
"Dr." Carson that he will then "have the spirit of the Master"
and say : "Father, forgive them for they know not what they
do." But —and here comes the climax—if we feel that we
cannot apologize to "Dr." Carson for calling him a quack, a

charlatan and a humbug, he "will take the proper steps" to
see whether we will be willing so to apologize "after a legal
decree has been obtained."

The Journal has no desire to do any man an injustice ;

equally foreign to it is any intention to indulge in bragga
docio or bluff; nevertheless, after considering the question
from all angles and with an eye single to the principles of
justice to the individual and the enlightenment of the public,
it is constrained to make the following reply to the letter
received from the owner of the "Temple of Health :" "Dr."
Carson Is a quack; he is a charlatan and he is a humbug,
and, in the interests of public safety and for the protection
of the susceptible sick, The Journal of the American Med
ical Association will be pleased, if necessary, to prove its
statements in the courts.

Some Sworn Testimony Regarding Carson's Professional
, Qualifications

Three or four years ago, George Creel, the editor of the
Independent, exposed Carson's charlatanry and fakishness. As
a "come back," Carson published statements to which Mr.
Creel took exception and which resulted in Carson being sued
for slander. Depositions were taken in this case from which
we are going to quote somewhat extensively. It should be
explained that at the same time that the testimony was
being collected in this case a criminal prosecution was being
brought against Carson by the state of Missouri, charging
him with practicing medicine without a license. This will
make clear why Carson refused to answer questions to which
no reputable practitioner of medicine would have hesitated
to reply. In the matter that follows, Mr. Reed, who speaks
occasionally for Carson and on whose advice Carson refused
to answer questions, was one of the numerous attorneys
employed by this quack to defend him. The matter that
immediately follows and in which Carson shows an unwill
ingness to state the business in which he was engaged, was
elicited on direct examination by Mr. Frank P. Walsh. Mr.
Walsh was the special counsel appointed by the State Board
of Health to prosecute Carson for practicing medicine without
a license :

CARSON'S TESTIMONY
Question. —What is your name?
Answer. — C. Hiram Carson.
Question. —What doe-i the "C" stand for?
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Answer, —Just for an initial.
Question. — No name *o it?
Answer. — No, sir.
Question. —C. Hiram Carson.
Answer. —That is the name.
Question. — How old are you, doctor?
Answer. —I have passed the age of 'sixty-two. I will be sixty-three

on the 22nd day of the present month.
Question, —Where do you live?
Answer. —I live in Kansas City.
Question. —At what place?
Answer. —Twelfth and Washington.
Question. — How long have you lived in Kansas City?
Answer. — Since November, 79.
Questien. —What is your business?
Mr. Reed: We decline to answer the question because the plaintiff

in this case has instigated a criminal prosecution against this defendant
in the Criminal Court of Jackson County, Missouri, charging him with
practicing medicine without a license, and the answer, if given, might
be used against this witness in the criminal prosecution, and might tend
to convict him in that case.

Questien. — Do you advertise yourself as a divine healer?
Mr. Reed: That is objected to, and the witness declines to answer

for the reason that there is a charge now pending against him in the
Criminal Court of Jackson County, Missouri, instigated by the plaintiff
in this case charging him with practicing the healing art, and fhe
answer, if given, might tend to convict him of the offense charged.

Cemmissioner: The question was, Do you advertise yourself as a
divine healer?

Answer. — For reasons stated by my attorney I refuse to answer.
Question, — Do you refuse to answer as to whether you advertise

yourself as a divine healer on the ground that your answer might tend
to incriminate you?

Answer. — Yes, sir.
Question. —Are you a divine healer?
Mr. Reed: Objected io for the reason given before and decline to

answer it for the same reason given.
Commissioner: You decline to answer, doctor?
Answer. —Yes, sir.
Question, — Do you decline to answer the last question on the ground

that your answer might tend to incriminate you?
Answer, — I do.

[Carson used to call his institution the College of Psychic
Sarcology and at the same time he published an advertising
sheet called the Psychic World. Some of the questions and
answers regarding this publication follow:]

Questien. —What is the College of Psychic Sarcology?
Answer (after argument). — It is an institution incorporated under

the laws of the State of Missouri, as a philanthropic and educational
institution.

Question. —Who is president of it?
Answer. —C. H. Carson.
Questien. —Is that you?
Answer. —That's me.
Question. — Who is vice-president cf it?
Answer. — R. M. Carson.
Question. — Related to you in any way?
Answer. —She is my wife.
Question. — Who is treasurer of it?
Answer. — Same party.
Questien. —Your wife?
Answer. — R. M. Carson.
Questien. —Who is secretary of it?
Answer. — I have just stated that; Dr. F. M. Planck.
Question (after argument). — I will ask you if Dr. Planck attends

to correspondence for you?
Answer. — He does —write and dictate letters.
Question (after argument). — Does Planck write articles for you for

the newspapers? •
Answer. — He does not.
Questien, —Who writes articles for you for the newspapers? Who

do you have in your employ for that purpose?
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Answer. — C. H. Carson writes most of the articles for the newspapers.I have no one in my employ to write articles for newspapers.
Question. — In this college you have spoken of, Psychic Sarcology,

do you issue some kind of a publication in connection therewith?
Answer (after argument). — For the reasons given by my attorneyI decline to answer the question because the answer to the question

might incriminate me in a suit now pending before the Criminal Court.
Question. —Did the College of Psychic Sarcology during the present

year publish a paper or a magazine?
Mr, Reed: Now we object to that as absolutely immaterial in this

case.
Cemmissioner : Objection overruled.
Answer. — It did not. It published a circular or prospectus of the

things that we teach one. Only one issue of that is in existence now.
Question. —What is the name of that?
Answer. — It is called a prospectus of the Carson College of Psychic

Sarcology.
Question. —Did you employ any person or persons to write articles

for that?
Answer (after argument). — Before I answer that I would like to

make an answer to the court —explanation. This prospectus was a
single issue. I dictated the character of the contents and gave it to
a stenographer who wrote and furnished me the material for publication
in this circular and prospectus.

Question. —What was the name of the stenographer?
Answer. —The name of the stenographer that wrote that—the writer

of that was Mrs. Balgue. * » *

Question. — Do you publish a book, magazine or printing and call
it the Psychic World?

Answer (after argument). —For reasons stated by my attorney, I
decline to answer the question because there is a suit pending against
me in the Criminal Court, and my answer to this question might
incriminate me.

Question. —Did the College of Psychic Sarcology publish or print a
pamphlet or magazine known as the Psychic World?

Answer (after argument). — On the advice of ray attorney I decline
to answer the question for the same reason that I declined to answer
the preceding question.

Commissioner: If you decline to answer this you must give the
reason for declining.

Answer. —It did not.
Question. —Are you acquainted with the publication called the Psychic

World?
Answer (after argument). — I am.
Question. — Did you employ any person to write articles, including

testimonials of persons alleged 'o have been cured of diseases by your
process, and have said articles published in this publication known as
the Psychic World?

Mr. Reed: Now we decline to answer that question for the reason
that the plaintiff in this suit has caused to be instigated a criminal
prosecution against the defendant, and the evidence is not intended
to be used in this case; and is not being called for in good faith for
use in this case, —is simply asked for the purpose of narassing and
annoying the defendant, and inquiring into, andt because the answer,
if given, might be used against him in the criminal prosecution insti
gated by this plaintiff, and might tend to incriminate him.

[We have referred to the "magnetized" slips of paper hum
bug, before. Here is what Carson himself admitted under
oath regarding this picturesque fake:]

Questien. — Do you give your patients slips of tissue paper and tell
them if they pin them on their garments it will relieve them of disease?

Answer. — I do not.
Question. —Do you give your patients slips of tissue paper and tell

them to apply them to the part effected?
Answer. —I sometimes give my patients a tissue that I prepare for

the purpose of being placed on the nerve center at the base of the brain
or between the shoulders and pinned there to be worn during the night
and removed and destroyed in the morning.

Question.— In what way do you prepare this tissue paper?
Answer (after argument). —The tissue paper is placed between my

hands. My hands possess a magnetic and electric po,vr?r th,at seerns to
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be transmitted to this tissue. It is placed in an envelope securely
sealed, and an absolute statement made of how to use it. The statement
is made on the envelope.

Question. —What is the statement of how to use it?
Answer. —The statement says; this is what I say to the patient,'

"Place one of these tissues between your shoulders at night."
Question. —No matter what disease the patient has?
Answer. —In case of extreme suffering place the tissue over the seat

of pain. If you wish to have me state what I have been able to
accomplish with it I would like to do it.

Question. —Do you place that on the seat of pain no matter where
the pain is or what the character of the pain is, or what the disease is.

Answer. — I do not give these in all diseases. (After argument.)I simply state to the patients in my instructions that if they are suffer
ing from any severe pain place the tissue over the seat of pain—if the
pain is relieved —when the pain is relieved return it where it was
formerly placed.

Question. —-Where do you get this tissue paper?
Answer (after argument). —It is ordered specially from a wholesale

house; I don't remember the name.
* * *

Question. —What do you claim that you put into this tissue paper
when you pass your hands over it?

Answer. —I have answered that question before, sir.
Question. —Well, answer it again.
Answer. —I have answered that question once or twice. If you will tell

me what the fox puts on the ground when he steps on the ground and
the hounds come and follow him I will tell you what I put into the
tissue paper.

Question. —What do you claim that power is that you put in that
tissue paper?

Answer. —Some call it vital power. Some call it magnetism.
Question. —What do you call it?
Answer. —I only know it gets results. I get the result.
Question. — In every case?
Answer. —In every case, yes, sir. I don't use this in every case, sir.
Question. —If you can get that result, why don't you use it in

every case?
Answer. —I use the original hand in the treatment.

[Carson, after telling how he had cured cases of appendicitis
by rubbing his hand over the patient's stomach, testified as

follows:]
Question. —The real part is rubbing the hands across the stomach?
Answer. —Yes, sir; by using my vital power.
Question. —Do you have to remove their clothing to do that?
Answer. — Sometimes I do, and sometimes I don't.
Question. —Do you put anything on your hands?
Answer. —No, sir.
Question. —Do you ever use vaselin on your hands?
Answer. —Capsicum vaselin.

[The capsicum (red pepper) in the vaselin was responsible,
of course, for the tingling sensation which the patient under
stood was produced by "vital force." The "doctor" also
treated eczema.]

Question. — Do you treat eczema?
Answer. — I have treated eczema, but Mr. Creel cannot find, or any

body else, where I claimed that I cure anything. No person has ever
been told that I cure anything. I treat successfully all diseases, as to
certain diseases the newspapers may make it, but they make it without
my permission. I claim to treat successfully. I claim to treat appen
dicitis. I have treated the disease known as eczema. Some of the most
successful are simply by passing my hands liberally over the form of
the disease.

Question. —Any other treatment?
Answer. —Sometimes I might use a very simple form of ointment to

protect my hands from the injurious effects of the disease.
Question. —What kind of ointment?
Answer. — Might be sweet-oil.
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Questien, — Where do you get it?
Answer. — I usually bought it at Guernsey & Murray's.
Question, — Did you put anything in the sweet-oil?
Answer. — Sometimes might use something in the sweet-oil.
Questien. —What did you put in it?
Answer. — I don't treat all cases exactly alike.
Questien. — When you sometimes put something in it, what did you

put in it?
Answer. — I didn't put it in the sweet-oil. I sometimes used a plain,

simple ointment.
Question. —What did you put in it?
Answer. — Sometimes I used a simple ointment. There is an ointmentI use sometimes; it is called cerate.

THE AMERICANHEALTH INSTRUCTOR.
father, of vi tafathx.

Prof.JOHN BUN VAN CAMPBELL, M.D..V.D.

VITAPATHIC SYSTEM.
AMERICAN HEALTH COLLEGE,

ClNClNNATI, OHIO,
VHaHttyl> ■ SitwriirSyitinif HtilthPrictlc.w,tkluFiningtutv.Utills|TMMn..IAhI", .,i, .-.Itf

TSPRACTICCHASIXCHSUCCESSFULICTHDALLtmCTATWM.

. 'Ot.Mt.1i1s1L.baj

AMERlCAN
VITAPATHIC SANITARIUM.

The American Health Instructor was an advertising sheet issued
by J. B. Campbell in the interest of his fakery, the "American Health
College." Here is shown a much-reduced photographic reproduction
of part of a page of the American Health Instructor. In addition to
giving some idea of the fakishness of the whole business, this illus
tration brings out two other things: (1) the statement that the
institution conducted by Campbell was "not a medical system"; (2)
the complimentary reference to the quack, R. C. Flower (a "graduate '

of Campbell's "college"), brother to B. O. Flower, president of the
National League for Medical Freedom, and ex-president of the R. C.
Flower Medicine Company.
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Question. — What was this simple ointment that you put on your hands?
Answer. — It is a preparation called cerate.
Questien. —What is it made of?
Answer. — It is a proprietary remedy and the contents of it may not

be absolutely known.
Question. —Do you know the contents of it?
Answer. — Do I know the contents? I have my opinion in regard

to that. My opinion is that it is very simple, harmless and not very
efficient, and would not be efficient in the hands of a doctor as a
remedial agent. For the purpose I use it for, it seems to produce the
result. It is a proprietary remedy.

Question. —What is your opinion of its contents?
Answer. — I said it was a very simple cerate.
Questien. —What is that?
Answer. — It is the simplest kind of preparation that is made from

oil- —from lard —elements of lard from a hog largely, may be composed
of that, and may contain the slightest tint of camphor —little odor of
camphor. I am only giving an opinion; that is all I can say on the
subject.

Question. —All you know, in your opinion, is that there is a little
camphor in it—mostly lard?

Answer. —Well, no; not mostly lard,
Question. — Mostly camphor?
Answer. — I don't know.
Questien. —What is cerate?
Answer. — It is a simple basic ointment used for various things.
Question. — Do you know of your own knowledge what is in cerate?
Answer. — No.
Question. — Most cerates are then ointments?
Answer. —Yes, sir.
Question. —Who was the manufacturer of this that you used?
Answer. — I think it was manufactured by a man by the name of

Weaver.

[Much of Carson's advertising is run in the form of reading
matter, being set iri the same style of type and having the
same general appearance as ordinary news items. The Kansas
City Journal long shared the illicit profits of quackery with
"Dr." Carson, who used that paper extensively to aid him in
angling for his dupes. The following is interesting:]

Mr. Reed. —Doctor, did you have any written contract with the
Journal with regard to you advertising with them, or was it oral?

Answer. —I have no memory of ever having had any written con
tract with the Journal for advertising. I am not able to answer that
question directly. I can only say that I paid the Journal when they
presented their bills to me to pay them.

Question. — Did you make any agreement, or did you during the
month, including November 8, have any agreement with them as to the
publication of matter for you?

Answer. —I have an agreement with them for publication of matter
at any time.

Question. — How much do they charge you?
Answer. —They usually charge me for double ads—charge me ten

cents a line— for matter they publish as reading matter they charge
fifty cents a line; that is, on inside pages.

Question. —On outside pages what do they charge you?
Answer. — Until last year they charged less—a dollar and a half

on the first page.
Question. —And what does the Werld charge you?
Answer. —The Werld charges me seven cents a line, I think, for

display or reading. On reading matter I think they charge '
me

inside twenty-five cents for reading matter, what they call reading
matter; even common matter repeated they call reading matter.



"DR. COOK & CO."
The history of the swindling of Emil William Nelson, an

Alaskan miner, out of more than $2,000 by "Dr. Cook & Co.,"
a medical corporation of Seattle, is an example of the
"strong-arm" methods sometimes employed by medical pre
tenders in stripping their victims of their money. The ordi
nary highwayman takes only money; that is, if his victim
obediently throws up his hands; but these medical highway
men not only took practically all of Nelson's money (and
he surely threw up his hands), but subjected him to alleged
treatments as well which may have been no less dangerous
to life than the more brutal onslaught of the robber on the
public road.

The legal records in the case give a graphic description
of the manner in which Nelson was swindled, and incidentally
contain an interesting ruling of the court that a corporation
does not and can not have a license to practice medicine,
and any moneys paid to it. for treatment of a patient are
are paid without a consideration and contrary to public policy.

The chief persons interested in "Dr. Cook & Co." were
C. K. Holsman and H. J. Jiles, who own and run a number
of medical institutions or offices in Pacific Coast cities. It
is alleged in the complaint of Nelson that Holsman as presi
dent and manager for "Dr. Cook & Co." received the patients
induced to come to the office by their advertisements in the
daily papers, "sized up" their financial ability, dicovered the
amount of cash they had oa hand or in bank, as nearly as he
could, and fixed the charges to be made to said patients in
proportion to their financial ability and in proportion to the
false diagnoses made by the alleged doctors of the company,
who, of course, made the patients believe themselves much
more seriously ill than they really were.

The complaint then recites that Nelson, a Swede, accus
tomed to believe the statements made by the newspapers and
in print, was induced to apply to "Dr. Cook & Co." for treat
ment of a slight ailment then affecting him ; there was, it
is said, in fact nothing much the matter with him, but when
he applied to "Dr. Cook & Co." he was received by Hols
man, turned over to an alleged doctor in the office, and for
about a month and a half thereafter induced to take treat
ments for which he paid "Dr. Cook & Co." $550 in cash.
Later Holsman represented to Nelson that he would need an
electrical battery for treating himself, which "Dr. Cook &
Co." would supply for $160; this Nelson paid for by check
on a bank. As a result of this, it is alleged, Holsman through
his agents and servants was enabled to find out that Nelson
had about $3,000 in the bank on which he drew the check
They then, according to the complaint, set about "fraudu
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lently, unlawfully and wrongfully" to get possession of this
sum, and "pursuant to such conspiracy to thus cheat and
defraud plaintiff and get his money from him for nothing."
C. K. Holsman induced Nelson to have a consultation with
an "eminent practitioner" from the East, then in Seattle.
This was said to be H. J. Jiles, also connected with "Dr.
Cook & Co." and with the other enterprises in which Hols
man is interested. He told Nelson that he was afflicted with
some very serious ailment, that unless an operation was per
formed he would certainly die, and that no one except this
"eminent practitioner" could perform the operation that
would save his life. " He explained that this was a very
expensive operation to perform, and that it would cost the
plaintiff the sum of $1,525. Nelson drew his check for this
sum and paid it over to "Dr. Cook & Co." for the alleged
operation. It is then stated in the complaint that the next
day Nelson was taken to the operating room and placed on
the operating-table in the presence of the alleged "eminent
practitioner" in the service of "Dr. Cook & Co." and, after
an injection of some kind which deprived him of his senses
and capacity to understand or act intelligently, he was held
up in the arms of one of the agents of the defendant, Dr.
Cook & Co., his check book was placed in his hands by
another, and he was induced to sign a check on the Wash
ington Trust & Savings Bank for the sum of $762.50, pay
able "to cash." This check was later cashed by "Dr. Cook &
Co." and the proceeds received by the company.

For all the money obtained by these outrageous methods,
the complaint alleges that no operation of magnitude and no
treatment by any account was performed or administered
to Nelson. It is said that Nelson "was so overcome, hypno
tized, weakened and distressed, that he was incapable of
transacting any business at all and was completely under
the influence and domination of Holsman and his agents."
The complaint characterizes the corporation as "a fraudulent
concern" and its agents, servants and so-called doctors and
physicians as "quacks, charlatans, frauds, and cheats."

"Dr. Cook & Co.," in its answer to the complaint, denied
everything except that it was a corporation in which Hols
man was interested, but alleged the concern had given Nelson
a large number of treatments and had performed two opera
tions. Judgment was given against the defendants for
$2,287.50, although Nelson had paid them practically $3,000.
The office of "Dr. Cook & Co." was sold out and Nelson recov- .

ered a part of his money.
The details by which Nelson was swindled out of this large

sum constitute an extreme case, perhaps, but it illustrates
the lengths to which such medical schemers will go in their
wretched business. — (From The Journal A. M. A., July 26,

1913.)



DE BARTHE TREATMENT
We have received a number of inquires about a Chicago

concern known as the "DeBarthe Treatment for Rheumatism."
The so-called treatment is "administered" at the Chicago
Hospital, which was purchased from reputable physicians
some time ago by the persons who, under the name of the
Neal Institute, are exploiting a "three-day liquor cure."

Of the "treatment" employed by the Neal Institute in the
"cure" of the liquor habit, we have nothing to say at present.
We believe that physicians are not informed as to the details
of this "cure," although physicians are offered a 20 per cent,
commission on all patients sent to the institute ! In passing,
it may be said that B. E. Neal, the "founder" of the Neal
Institute, is reported to have been sued by the Gatlin Insti
tute, another concern in the "three-day liquor cure" business.
The Gatlin Institute is said to have declared that Neal, who
was in its employ for about six years, used the secrets learned
when in its employ and that, too, in spite of the fact that
Neal is alleged to have made an oral contract not to divulge
what he learned as an employee and not to employ the methods
that he learned in a similar business if ever he severed his
connection with the Gatlin Institute.

The president of the Neal Institute is one James E. Bruce,
also president of the "DeBarthe Treatment for Rheumatism."
The DeBarthe treatment is advertised by methods common to
quackery. For example, in a Chicago paper a few months
ago, an advertisement appeared headed in large black letters :

"Chicago Physician has _ Positive Cure for Rheumatism. Dr.
DeBarthe's Treatment a Universal Success."

Some of the claims made for the DeBarthe Treatment are :

"A cure is within the reach of all."
"We cure all forms of rheumatism that are curable."
"An absolute cure for rheumatism in all its various forms."
"An internal Turkish bath that cures rheumatism, liver, stomach

and nervous diseases."
"All forms of rheumatism are amenable to its administration."
"There is no recurrence of the trouble."
"Consists of purely vegetable and perfectly harmless medicines

taken internally." [Reminds one of Lydia Pinkham. ]

On the stationery of the DeBarthe concern, in addition to
the president's name, two other names appear —"John Alex
ander Ross, Physician in Charge," and "Dr. Jos. DeBarthe,
Director Medical Dep't." What the DeBarthe treatment is,
we do not know. A letter from a physician, regarding this
concern, says, in part :

_ "The agent representing the DeBarthe Co. gives the Chicago Hos
pital, Chicago, 111., as their address. They seek to sell their treat
ment, consisting of medicine of secret formula, at $25 a treatment
to physicians or institutions and require an initial payment of $1,000
on account."
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So far as we can learn, DeBarthe is not a physician. Cer
tainly he is not licensed in Illinois. In fact, the secretary of
the Illinois State Board of Health states that he has author
ized the state's attorney in Cook County to prosecute DeBarthe
if at any time he is found to be practicing medicine in Illinois.
We understand that DeBarthe used to live at Sheridan, Wyo.,
where he was a lawyer and a newspaper man. He left there
some time ago and coming to Chicago he was connected with
the Metropolitan Medical College, a notorious diploma mill,
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Photographic reproduction of one of the diplomas issued by the
fraudulent Metropolitan Medical College. Notice DeBarthe's signa
ture just under that of Armstrong, who was sentenced to one year
in jail and a fine of $500 for conducting the fraud.

that was put out of business by the government. DeBarthe's
name appeared in the list of the faculty of the "institution"
with the letters "M.D., L.L.D.," after it and the titles "Profes
sor of Medical Jurisprudence" and "Lecturer on Electrology
and Electrotherapeutics." Whether DeBarthe got his M.D.
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degree from the school in which he was a "professor," we do
not know.

In this connection, the following sidelight on DeBarthe and
his methods will be of interest. In November, 1910, The
Journal received a letter from a Mr. L. of M., Ohio. Mr. L.'s
story was briefly as follows : For twelve years his wife had
been affected with rheumatism and was unable to walk more
than a few steps. DeBarthe, who had been treating patients
in X , Ohio, heard of the case and came over to Mr. L.'s
house. He told L. that he could putMrs. L. "on her feet in
one year," but he required $250 in advance before he would
take the case. Mr. L. sent DeBarthe the $250 and received
some medicine, which, he claims, DeBarthe valued at $50.
Treatment was commenced October 18, 1910, at which time
Mrs. L. was in her usual state of health. She died eleven
days later— October 29, 1910. When Mr. L. saw that his wife
was becoming seriously ill under the treatment, he both
telegraphed and telephoned DeBarthe to come immediately.
This DeBarthe refused to do and told L. over the telephone,
that he was unduly alarmed, that his wife would not die and
that he did not think it necessary to call-in a local physician.
After his wife's death, Mr. L. sent the death certificate to
Chicago where it was signed by DeBarthe and returned to
him.

Such briefly is the story told by Mr. L. Investigation
proved that DeBarthe was not licensed to practice in Illinois
nor in Ohio. We have, therefore, the spectacle of a man living
in Illinois, practicing in Ohio and signing death certificates
although he has no legal right to practice in either state. In
fact, so far as we know, DeBarthe has no legal right to prac
tice in any state.

From what has been said, the medical profession will have
little difficulty in assigning the DeBarthe Institute to its
proper niche in the hall of fakes and humbugs.



THE ELECTRO-OXYGEN
TUTE

INSTI-

Some months ago we published an account of the prosecu
tion, instituted through the local medical profession of Louis
ville, of the promoters of a so-called "Advanced Medical
Science Institute." At that time we said that probably this
concern would be heard of elsewhere. In the latter part of
April there appeared in the newspapers of Omaha outrageous
advertisements of an "Electro-Oxygen Institute." This con
cern had a career of but two or three weeks, during which
time, however, many people of Omaha and vicinity were
swindled. It will be remembered that the chief promoter of
the "Advanced Medical Science Institute" of Louisville was

Mr. B. E. Brooksof 60 Dunham St., Mobile, Ala., Cured Sevenjl
Years Ago by Electro-Oxygen of Consumption of the Bron

chial Tubes, Now in Perfect Health, Pays Us a Visit.

—J^G£«at-^s;

An advertisement of the Electro-Oxygen Institute at Omaha, run
by the same individual who was arrested and heavily fined at Louis
ville, Ky., for swindling operations in connection with the so-called
Advanced Medical Science Institute, described on page 35.

one X. W. or H. W. or Z. T. Witman. This is the man, as
developments proved, who, together with his wife and Dr. E.
D. Brantley, was promoting the Omaha fake.

In their newspaper advertising at Omaha they claimed to
have their office equipped with $12,000 worth of wonderful
electrical apparatus, including a $5,000 "electro-oxygen"
machine, with which, in conjunction with the "famous Fred-
man serum," as they expressed it, they claimed to cure tuber
culosis, and published alleged testimonials of patients to that
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effect. They also claimed to cure Bright's disease, diabetes
and cancer, besides a host of other things, and did not hesi
tate to quote alleged statements from well-known medical
men to the effect that surgery was a failure in such diseases
as gall-stones and appendicitis, and that the electro-oxygen
treatment was the only effective one. The impression given
in their deceptively worded advertisements that they used the
Friedmann serum for the treatment of tuberculosis brought
dozens of patients to their offices. Knowing that their decep
tion would soon be found out, after a large sum of money
had been taken from the patients they closed the offices and
departed without leaving any information as to their destina
tion. Complaints of patients put the local and the United
States authorities on their trail and they were located in
Denver. Before they could be arrested, however, they again
fled. Information that Dr. Brantley had returned to his
former home, Memphis, resulted in his arrest in that city and
from him it was discovered that Witman and his wife had
found a "promising field" in Colorado Springs, where they also
were arrested. The charge against them was using the mails
to defraud. They were held in bail pending trial in the United
States Court at Omaha. — (From The Journal A. M. A., June
28, 1913.)



THE EPILEPTIC INSTITUTE COM
PANY AND THE HAMILTON

DISPENSARY
The Epileptic Institute Company was a pseudo-medical insti

tution operated by one Otto Kalmus of Cincinnati. An investi
gation of this concern by the postoffice authorities resulted in
the government issuing the fraud order against it. In the
report by the assistant attorney-general for the postmaster-
general it was shown that it snared its customers by adver
tisements and by circulars containing extravagant representa
tions, of the success of the methods employed. These circulars
were addressed to persons named on mailing lists purchased
from, in the words of the inspector, "other concerns that have
obtained all of the money possible from such unfortunates
without effecting a cure." If replies were received, often after
more or less persistent sending, a stock diagnosis, varying only
in the name of the patient, the alleged variety of epilepsy, and
the price of the medicine, was usually sent together with a
package of medicine, to be paid for on delivery. If the medi
cine was not at once accepted and paid for, a series of letters
were sent urging its acceptance and the importance of not
missing the opportunity offered to secure this valuable treat
ment. The patients were urged to continue the treatment for
from a year to a year and a half or longer ; the charge varying
from about $3 to $9 a month, according to the patient's willing
ness and ability to pay. The so-called "Schonka" treatment
advertised by this concern, is based on the bromids, special
virtues being claimed for their combination with the drug
adonis vernalis in the medicines used.

The inspector's report gives testimonials from authorities
as to the effects of the drugs ; he was unable to learn of any
cures that had been effected. The testimonials published by
the concern appear to have been obtained after direct or
indirect solicitation from patients while under treatment. In
one instance the patient was given free treatment for his
testimonial, and in another the present of a silver watch was
used as an inducement. The alleged "skilled specialists"
employed by the concern seem to have been three men of very
questionable or no standing in the profession. Other misrepre
sentations exposed in the inspector's report are those made as
to the harmlessness of the drugs as used, their costliness,
etc. The institute, as the inspector was informed, had treated
about 6,000 persons before it was deprived of the use of
the mails.

After the fraud order had been issued against this concern,
its promoter, Otto Kalmus, at once attempted to evade the
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effects of the order by starting the same scheme under another
name —the Hamilton Dispensary. The postoffice authorities
again took up the matter and not only was a fraud order
against the Epileptic Institute Company extended to cover
the mail addressed to the Hamilton Company, but criminal
proceedings were instituted against Kalmus.

The following is an abstract of the report on this concern
by R. P. Goodwin, assistant attorney-general to the post
master-general. It is based on an investigation conducted by
Inspector George W. Sorenson and others:

THE EPILEPTIC INSTITUTE
This business consists of a medical treatment by mail of

the disease of epilepsy. One Otto Kalmus, a resident of
Cincinnati, commenced the business in the spring of 1903,
under the name of the Epileptic Institute, and so it continued
until July, 1907, when he incorporated it under the name of
the Epileptic Institute Company, he continuing as president
and general manager and principal owner. As a private
address for patients who, it was explained, might not care to
have it known that they were corresponding with an epi
leptic institute, use has been made of the name of Dr. H. J.
Luecke, a physician connected until recently with the insti
tute. While not with the institute since last November,
Mr. Pyle and Dr. Schoenling explained at the hearing that
by agreement with Dr. Luecke his name has continued to be
used, and that the institute still receives that mail addressed
to him which is also directed to Box 99 in the Cincinnati
postoffice.

Until lately, communication with epileptics was obtained
through advertisements in newspapers, chiefly those circulat
ing among Germans and other foreigners. One of these
advertisements, taken from the Dec. 13, 1905, issue of the
Home and Farmers' Companion, a German agricultural paper
published at Milwaukee, Wis., was furnished the inspector by
Mr. John Edel, father of a former patient of this concern,
and when translated reads as follows.

A BOOK IN REGARD TO FITS SENT FREE
The Epileptic Institute in Cincinnati will send perfectly

free of all cost to every reader who writes for it a valu
able German Doctor book, containing many pictures,
treating of the causes and cure of fits. It sets forth how
and in what manner this terrible disease can be cured
with safety, lastingly and for one's whole life, through
a treatment altogether new. It is worth its weight in
gold. It costs nothing and is securely packed, and will be
sent gratis and post free. Order at once. Address Epileptic
Institute, Box 99, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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HOW PATIENTS ARE SNARED

More recently the practice has obtained of purchasing the
names and addresses of epileptics from, as the inspector
says, "Other concerns that have obtained all of the money
possible from such unfortunates without effecting a cure,"
and then mailing circulars to such persons, urging them to
take treatment from the institute. Names have been so pur
chased, the inspector reports Mr. Kalmus and Dr. Schoenling
informed him, from one Dr. Town of Fond du Lac, Wis., and
from the firm The Guild Company of New York, N. Y. Mr.
Kalmus identified for the inspector the circulars so sent by
him to such persons soliciting the addresses to become
patients of his institute. Samples of these circulars are
among the papers. They are filled with extravagant and
highly colored representations with reference to the unpre
cedented success of the institute's treatment, which it denomi
nates the "Schonka" treatment, as a cure for epilepsy; and
among other things it is represented that this treatment is
original with the institute, and by its means the institute
can successfully treat the heretofore-considered incurable dis
ease, epilepsy, and in many cases effect a cure ; that the
treatment is something not known to medical science and is
different from anything used by the profession in such cases ;

that the physicians of the institute are skilled and experi
enced specialists, and include "one of the foremost examining
specialists in America," and that the case of each patient
will be carefully considered, and in instances where a cure is
not believed to be probable the patient will be so informed
frankly, and also that the treatment is perfectly harmless.

The first circular sent to prospective patients is accom
panied by a booklet entitled "Causes and Cure of Epilepsy,
by Otto Kalmus, Epileptic Institute, Cincinnati, Ohio,
U. S. A.," and also by a symptom blank on which the pros
pective patient is requested to outline his condition and return
it to the institute. This symptom blank, when so returned,
is the basis of the institute's diagnosis of the case. Quoting
from this circular booklet and symptom blank, such state
ments as the following are held forth as inducements for
those afflicted with epilepsy to commence treatment with this
institute :

It gives us pleasure to acquaint you with the efficacy of our
treatment for Epilepsy and its related afflictions. We are specialists
confining our practice to the treatment of these derangements;
ordinary physicians cannot cure these diseases and frankly admit
it when honest with their patients.

Years of untiring research and investigation of a great number of
epileptic cases have at last resulted in an eminently successful
method, originated by us and known as the SCHONKA TREATMENT.

This treatment is not a general thing; it cannot be administered
to all patients alike; the best results are obtained only when it is
graduated to meet the special requirements of each case and directed
at the predisposing cause.

No matter how hopeless the case may# seem; no matter how many
doctors and remedies have been tried in vain, do not hesitate to
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consult us. If we regard the case beyond our power we shall not
hesitate to tell you so. Awaiting return of the symptom blank
filled out and assuring you prompt and careful attention.

Specialists in the treatment of Epilepsy, Neurasthenia and disor
ders of the nervous system.

Our treatment will be directed at the cause of the derangement.
It is a mild and safe, yet radically effective method of treatment,
and by adapting it to the individuality of the case we can offer the
strongest possible encouragement.

The Schenka Treatment.
This treatment, known as the Schonka Treatment, is not the dis

covery of a day. It is founded upon the study, discovery and scien
tific research that have come down through centuries of medical
investigation and learning.

While this treatment will perform its part in assisting nature to
effect a cure better than any other treatment, it must te admitted
that not every case is curable. It is safe to state, however, that
no other method has been more successful in the treatment of this
terrible disease than the Schonka Treatment.

No epileptic, no matter how severe his trouble, should hesitate in
taking the Schonka Treatment, for if his case is curable this treat
ment is the one he can depend on.

It is safe to say that no other method of treatment of Epilepsy
has a greater number of cures to its record. There is no reason
why anyone should continue to suffer from epilepsy or permit a dear
friend or relative to suffer from this most annoying disease, when
the means of relief are so near at hand.

Considerable of the booklet is also given up to distressing
accounts of epileptic seizures in public; the obvious object
being thereby to frighten the epileptic into exaggerating the
consequences of his own affliction and purchasing the treat
ment.

Should the person to whom this first letter is sent fail to
return the symptom blank, the practice is to send him or her
a second circular, further urging the epileptic to return the
symptom blank, and impressing on him or her the unparal
leled success that the institute is having in treating this
disease.

Should the epileptic still fail to reply, it is the practice
of the institute to send him a third circular of much the
same nature as the second. In this circular occurs this state
ment :

You secure without cost the opinion on your case of one of the
foremost examining specialists in America.

Should the epileptic still fail to reply, a further circular is
sent him of much the same nature as the preceding, in
which is the following statement:

It is a common enough thing to hear of those who are called
incurable among sufferers from epilepsy; in fact, if we believe what
the ordinary doctor says, most epileptics, if not all, are hopeless and
beyond human help. This is an error. Medical science has long
been powerless, but we have progressed and modern science has found
a way by which some cases of epilepsy can really be cured.

HOW PATIENTS ARE TREATED

If in consequence of any of these circulars the epileptic
should return the symptom blank, it is the practice to mail
him a circular, reading as follows;
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My Dear
Your letter with description of your - case arrived

with this morning's mail.
This case appears to be serious and somewhat complicated

and demands most careful attention. Before giving you a
definite opinion, I desire more time in order to give the
case the very best personal attention possible. I shall make
an accurate diagnosis and notify you whether a cure can be
effected.

I greatly regret this delay, but if you desire an exhaustive
examination, it is absolutely necessary. You will realize that
it is for your own interest and I believe I owe my success to
the careful attention I give to each patient.

Remember that I am considering the case and that you
will hear from me in about two days, as soon as I have
thoroughly investigated every symptom of the complaint.

Faithfully yours,
The Epileptic Institute Co.,

Per Medical Director.

P. S.— If you have not received our booklet explaining
CAUSES and CURE of EPILEPSY, please notify me so that
I may send you a second copy free.

Two days after the above circular is mailed, the practice,
as Mr. Kalmus explained to the inspector, is to mail the epi
leptic the following circular as a diagnosis :

My Dear
Since writing you a few days ago I have given your case earnest,

careful and conscientious study.
I find that your spells and seizures are of Reflex Origin; you are

suffering from what is called in medical language "
Epilepsy," which is a deviation from the more common form of the
disease and with which it is so easily confounded. Although there
has been no perceptible change in your condition for some time, the
chances are that unless prompt and energetic treatment is begun,
the trouble will become further complicated and may result in the
gradual loss of the more important functions of your brain and spinal
cord.

Whatever your experience has been in the past, I believe I am
.justified in saying that medicines have done more harm than good,
for the reason that they were intended to smother and suppress rather
than help cure the disease.

It is a well-known fact that many brother physicians find it diffi
cult to relieve Epilepsy when confronted with a stubborn case, and
it is a constant source of astonishment to them, that I am treating
some of the severest cases with great success. You see there are no
less than forty-eight d̂ifferent types of Epilepsy; in each of these
forms the attacks originate differently, consequently every type requires
a modified system of treatment, which again must be varied according
to the existing complications, and you will easily understand why a
regular physician who in his entire professional career encounters at
most not more than a dozen cases, can not possibly be qualified to
treat such cases like a specialist, who comes in contact with almost
every type daily.I have studied your symptoms carefully, studying out each sep
arately and collectively, with regard to the progress of your disease and
relation of your future health and I have also compared them with
those of a number of similar cases of Epilepsy to see what results
have been accomplished so that I am able to tell you whether or not
T can conscientiously offer you any encouragement.
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After this thorough investigation and diagnosis, I can now honestly
say that your case should readily yield to my treatment, if commenced
at an early date and my advice closely followed. In a case so deep
seated and complicated, , ordinary treatment would be of no avail; it
would be useless to merely try to suppress and diminish your attacks;
the special features must be considered and treatment skilfully directed
at the cause of the disease if it can be reached.

It is therefore my intention to treat not your symptoms alone, butI shall endeavor to eradicate every trace, manifestation and effect
of the disease entirely from your system, thus preventing a return
of the attacks. My long experience in cases of this' character has
proven this the only successful way.

Because of the complicated nature of your trouble, some special
remedies have been required in order to bring about quick relief, and
the treatment which I have formulated for you is composed of different
remedies, each having its own object to accomplish in restoring you to
health. The medicines I prescribe for my patients are in. my opinion,
positively the best that medical science has garnered from the wisdom
of ages r.nd are perfectly harmless; they are mild, soothing and healing,
contain nothing injurious and leave no unpleasant after effects. They
are made with the greatest care and with strictest attention to such
details as accuracy, purity and reliability. I do not use opium, Hem
lock or other dangerous drugs that merely smother the symptoms and
for a time ward off the attacks. That is one way of treating epilepsy,
but it is not my way.

In view of the fact that in your case there exists a marked tendency
for the worst and inasmuch as I presume you desire relief, I have
personally prepared this treatment for you, which is absolutely accurate
and perfectly adapted in every particular to the requirements of your
case.I do not desire to appear as unduly urgent in the matter, nor doI approve of sending medicine C. O. D., yet knowing what your
trouble can lead to if neglected, I thought it best to put this treat
ment within your reach at once, and I have lost no time and shipped
this complete course of treatment to your express office, where the
agent will deliver it to you on receipt of $. .. . and express- charges.

This may at first seem high to you, but when you stop to con
sider that the treatment consists of the very purest and highest grade
of ingredients that can be procured in any part of the world, also the
time and painstaking care which I have given to their exact preparation
for your special case, then I feel confident that you will come to the
conclusion that it is just as cheap as I could make it consistently with
my high reputation, which I could not afford to jeopardize with a cheap
grade of remedies that would not produce the desired results. I trust
you will appreciate this conscientious work and the deep personal
interest which moves me to do the very best that lies within my power
for you and that I have in preparing this treatment taken the same care
that I would were you my nearest kin.

Everything is securely packed and free from observation. Full,
simple and explicit directions, regulations for your diet, mode of
living, etc., are enclosed in the package. Read them carefully, pay
attention to the treatment and I assure you that in a short time the
unmistakable signs of a marked change for the better should become
manifest. With proper care and attention, good results are generally
accomplished, where the treatment is promptly taken. I shall want
you to write me freely, that I may know how you are progressing
and counsel you until no longer in need of medical advice.I have tried to point out to you as clearly as possible, the wise
course to take and I can urge you with good conscience to take
this important step and begin your treatment as soon as you can,
for should you let this opportunity go by, it might be a source of
regret as long as you live. Above all things, let me appeal to that
strongest of human instincts, nature's first law—self-preservation. Do
your duty by yourself.

On the other hand, I want your case for treatment, knowing asI do what a splendid thing it would be for you to be rid of that demon
epilepsy— how much better, livelier and brighter you would feel and
how much more life would be worth living.I do not accept any case unless I have the necessary time to devote
to any one so afflicted, and for this reason there has been a little delay
in fully replying to your letters, but in future your letters will be
answered on the same day that I receive them.
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As soon as the medicines are received, will you kindly date and
return the enclosed post-card, that I may make a note of the time
the treatment began, on my books?

With best wishes, I remain,
Sincerely your physician,

The Epileptic Institute Co., Inc.,
per Medical Director.

(A copy of the Booklet, "GUIDE FOR EPILEPTICS," is enclosed
in package.)

P. S.—The package is shipped as coming from my Secretary, O.
Kalmus. No one through whose hands it may pass will know what
it contains, or that it comes from a doctor. I do this to protect
you from annoyance, as I find that many of my patients wish to avoid
publicity.

This diagnosis letter is a stock circular printed in simili
tude of typewriting, and when sent out as a diagnosis to
patients is the same in all instances, with the exception of
the name of the prospective patient, the particular variety of
epilepsy from which he is diagnosed to be suffering, and the
price of the medicine. So far as the inspector could find,
the practice has been to send out this stock diagnosis letter
in all instances. At the hearing, however, it was claimed,
that in some instances, which it was admitted were few, a
special letter was prepared, and that sometimes cases were
rejected, in which event, of course, the diagnosis letter would
not be sent. When the inspector called on the institute to
furnish him with the names of rejected cases, Mr. Kalmus
produced the names and addresses of five persons. As to the
four who resided in the United . States, the inspector addressed
inquiries to their postmasters. In three cases the postmasters
knew nothing about the parties, and in the one case where the
postmaster could locate the patient he discovered the case
had not been rejected, but had in fact been accepted and
medicines been sent to the patient C.O.D. and the price later
reduced to induce acceptance of the package. The inspector
also had a practicing physician of Cincinnati make up a
fictitious report of an incurable case of hereditary epilepsy,
which he then mailed to the institute. In return he received
in due course the regular stock diagnosis. The institute's
failure to furnish any real cases of rejected patients and its
acceptance of the inspector's test of an incurable case indi
cate that the occasion must be quite rare when the stock
diagnosis letter quoted above is not used urging the epi
leptic to apply to the institution for treatment anjj holding
before him strong encouragement for a cure.

At the same time that the above diagnosis is mailed there
is sent to the epileptic by express a package of medicine,
with the charges to be collected on delivery.

Should the prospective patient decline to immediately
accept and pay for the C.O.D. package, the institute mails him
or her a regular series of letters to induce the acceptance of
the package. In one letter it is said that "these remedies are
not cheap compounds, but a scientific treatment skillfully
prepared at a great expenditure of time and trouble from rare
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and costly medicines, and under my personal supervision
solely for this case" ; that "what you want is a cure, and my
experience tells, that a system like my own, aiming at per
manency of results is really the one worthy of your atten
tion. These so much-needed medicines are now within your
reach and it rests entirely with you to decide. If you wait
it may be forever too late ; but if you do your part promptly,
I do not hesitate to predict a grand success" ; that "you know
the sad consequences of delay and I honestly believe there
is no such thing as fail in this case." In another of this
series of letters the epileptic is told that the institute's pre
vious experience in curing just such cases convinces it that
its treatment faithfully used will prove for him, as it has
for so many others, "a genuine success." Reduction of the
price of the C.O.D. charges is also resorted to in order to
induce the acceptance and commencement of the treatment.
Likewise, after the treatment has once been commenced the
institute has a regular series of letters to mail the patient to
induce him to continue with the treatment. One of the state
ments made in this series of letters is:

"I .am entirely satisfied that the treatment which I have shipped
will prove its worth and merit, and just now is the very best oppor
tunity to take it, for if there is no further complication, a cure should
certainly be effected within a reasonable length of time."

The time that this institute urges its patient to continue
with the treatment is from a year to a year and a half, and
longer, varying, of course, in different cases. Its charge for
medicine ranges from about $3 to $9 a month, the variance
depending, it seems, on the amount which the patient can be
induced to pay.

WHAT THE SCHONKA TREATMENT IS

The medical treatment, so glowingly advertised by this
institute as a "cure" for epilepsy, is based on the bromids. It

is what is generally known as the bromid treatment except —
and this is where the institute rests is claim for unusual and
peculiar efficacy—that the drug adonis vernalis is used in
conjunction with the bromids. In connection with the med
ical treatment, the usual and ordinary rules regarding diet,
hygiene, etc., are also given.

Dr. Kebler informs me that what is in general known as
the bromid treatment is in common use by the profession in
treating epilepsy; that its physiologic action has been quite
well defined ; that it is not a "cure" for the disease, but acts
simply as a sedative, and in this way tends to suppress the
attacks ; that medical science to-day has no drug treatment
that will cure this disease; that this disease is among the
most difficult and intractable of all diseases to treat, and that
small per cent, of the more favorable cases only have been
successfully treated, and that the success in these instances
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has been due most probably to the condition of the patient
himself rather than to the medication.

[The report then goes on to quote from the text-book or
other writings of a number of recognized medical authori
ties, statements showing the evil results that may follow the
long-continued use of the bromids. For instance, H. A.
Hare ("Text-Book of Practical Therapeutics," 8th edi.,
Phila., 1900, p. 110) says:

In other cases evidence of mental aberration develops, the patient
becoming irritable, morose and even homicidal. Sometimes, how
ever, we find melancholia and hallucinations, and, rarely, exalted
ideas. In still others a dangerous suffocative bronchitis develops, the
patient may become profoundly cachectic, or the condition may resemble
typhoid fever.

Testimony to the same effect is quoted from the works of
Drs. Roberts, Bartholow, S. O. L. Potter, Sir T. L. Brunton,
H. C. Wood, Sr. and Jr., Edward N. Clarke, G. F. Butler,
J. B. Yeo and R. W. Wilcox. Dr. W. T. Spratling, an
authority on epilepsy and for many years superintendent of
the Craig Colony for Epileptics, at Sonyea, N. Y., a state
institution of recognized merit, is also quoted at great length.
From his remarks the following are selected :

The colony has ascertained through the analysis of nearly thirty of
the more widely advertised patent nostrums for 'the "sure cure" of
epilepsy that the bromid is the base of them all.

Many of these quack remedies so glowingly set forth in the public
prints, possess the power of suppressing the attack for a time, but
it is suppression only, not cure, and the patients are always worse
afterward.If pushed too far, death may intervene from acute bromid poisoning.
This happened in the case of a boy of 12 years, whom I knew, whose
parents gave him too frequent doses of a patent nostrum, the essential
ingredient of which, as with the bulk of patent epileptic cures, was
bromid of potassium.

It is a frequent experience to see patients brutalized by bromid, go
months without fits, but with a loss of mental and physical activity.

The report further publishes the replies to a series of ques
tions, made by several of the more prominent practicing
physicians in response to a request by Dr. Kebler at the
instigation of the assistant attorney-general. On all points
the replies are practically unanimous, and are to the effect
that symptom blanks sent through the mail can alone not
afford data for a reliable diagnosis of epilepsy ; that the indis
criminate use of bromids is dangerous ; that the bromid
treatment is not a cure, but only a palliative, for epilepsy ;
that the respondents have no personal experience of a single
case in which a cure of epilepsy could be attributed to the
use of the bromids alone ; that adonis vernalis can be benefi
cial at best in selected cases of certain types only; that its
use is liable to be attended with danger ; and that they know
of no instance in which a cure of epilepsy could be attributed
to its use.]

ADONIS VERNALIS : HOW IT CAME TO BE USED

As regards the drug, adonis vernalis, which the institute
claims is what gives its treatment the peculiar and unusual
merit that is claimed for it, and makes it a "cure" where
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science has been unable to discover any curative medica
tion for this disease, in addition to the statements of the
physicians quoted above, Dr. Kebler advises me that this drug
has been known to and used by the medical profession for
some years as a heart stimulant ; and was for a while experi
mented with somewhat in connection with bromids for the
treatment of epilepsy, but was found to be without value,
except possibly in a few cases in which there is an affliction
of the heart which might be contributory to the case. He
states, however, that such cases could only be recognized by
careful personal examination. Dr. Schoenling told me that
the use of this drug was suggested by Mr. Kalmus when it
was proposed to undertake this scheme; that he advised
Mr. Kalmus that he did not believe it was of value ; but that
Mr. Kalmus insisted, and they therefore experimented with
it and found it to be of value, and so made it a part of
the treatment. He did not tell me what experiments were
made or on whom, nor was anything given me on this point
except Dr. Schoenling's general statement. Mr. Kalmus is
not a physician, nor has he a medical education ; and Dr.
Schoenling could not advise me how it was that Mr. Kalmus
got the idea of using this drug in connection. I am unable
to understand how it was that this drug was made a part
of this treatment, except that it was to provide a point for
argument in the event, which may have been foreseen, that
the unusual claims of the institute for the new and wonderful
cure for epilepsy, when in fact the bromids were to be the
base of the treatment, should be challenged.

INADEQUACY OF THE SYMPTOM BLANK

The blank used by the institute to secure the patient's
symptoms for diagnosing his condition and preparing his
treatment has been set forth above. In addition to the state
ments of the physicians quoted above, Dr. Kebler advises me
that he does not consider it practicable by such a means and
such information for a physician to make an accurate and
scientific diagnosis ; and Dr. Schoenling also was forced to
admit that such was not practicable in all cases, although
he claimed that such instances would be few. The meager-
ness of this blank, as a basis for an accurate and scientific
diagnosis, is quite marked when it is compared with that
used by the Craig Colony above referred to in considering
applications for admission to that colony (see "Bulletin" of
April 1, 1S06). As the institute's treatment is supposed to
be predicated on the information so obtained, if it is insuffi
cient for a proper conception of the patient's condition, the
good faith with which such cases are undertaken to be
"cured" must certainly be questionable.

With the papers in this case is correspondence had by
the inspector with a number of persons who were patients of
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this institute. The inspector says he procured their names
and addresses in 1905, and that after allowing the 12 to 18

months to elapse in which the company claims its treatment
will effect a cure, he inquired of them the results of the
treatment. Not one of the answers received says that a cure
was effected. A number state they obtained while taking the
treatment more or less relief in the suppression of the attacks
or the reduction of their severity or frequency. In some
instances the patient became so bad from the effects of
the bromid that the treatment had to be discontinued and the
patient confined in a state institution. The suppression of
attacks or the reduction of their severity or frequency, which
this correspondence indicates is a result of this treatment, is,
I am informed by Dr. Kebler, the ordinary effect of bromids.
This result, however, does not mean that the patient has been
cured of the disease.

HOW TESTIMONIALS ARE OBTAINED AND THEIR VALUE

As part of the advertising literature of the institute to
secure patients, use has been made of what seemed to be
reprints of letters written by patients to the institute speaking
favorably of the results obtained in the cases of the writers.
The inspector wrote to the postmasters of all of the persons
whose testimonials were so used. The correspondence, which
is among the "papers in the case, disclose that practically all
the testimonials, some twenty in number, were directly or
indirectly solicited, probably while the patient was still taking
the treatment and was under the favorable influence of the
bromids. In one instance the patient was given free treat
ment for his testimonial, and in another instance a present of
a silver watch was used as an inducement for the giving of
the testimonial. The correspondence developed that the per
sons giving these testimonials had not been permanently
cured of epilepsy, though in most instances the attacks were
suppressed or their frequency or severity reduced while
taking the treatment by the effect of the bromids. The post
masters also indicate in several instances that it is not cer
tain whether the patient was actually afflicted with epilepsy or
was suffering merely from hysteria. This institute, it would
seem, although knowing that these testimonials were the
product merely of the ordinary effect of the bromids, never
theless circulated them for the purpose of misleading and
deceiving the class of persons from whom it solicited busi
ness into believing them actual cases of cures effected by some
new and wonderful treatment. As heretofore stated, this
institute appeals for business principally among foreigners,
and the letters of patients that have been submitted on the
hearing indicate that as a rule the writers are persons of
small education and experience and are of a class that prob
ably could be easily deceived.
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WHO AND WHAT THE SKILLED SPECIALISTS ARE

One of the strong reasons urged for taking treatment by
this institute on those persons whom it solicits to become
its patients, is the representation that its patients have the
benefit and advantage of having their cases handled by trained
and skilled specialists, including one of the foremost exam
ining specialists in America. As I am advised, there have
been connected with this institute, since it commenced busi
ness in the spring of 1903, three physicians, namely, Dr.
E. H. Schoenling, Dr. H. J. Leucke and Dr. A. L. Guertin.
Dr. Schoenling stated at the hearing that for about the first
six months, being half owner for the first three months, he
attended to the medical end of the business for Mr. Kalmus,
examining the symptom blank and diagnosing the case, pre
scribing the treatment and compounding it as well; that
after he then left, Dr. Leucke did this work until December,
1S07; and that since then he has again done the diagnosing
and prescribing and Dr. Guertin has done the compounding.
Dr. Schoenling graduated in 1900, when about 22 years of
age, has made no special study of epilepsy, except in connec
tion with this mail-order business, is not a member of any
medical society, is not regarded in the profession as a spe
cialist, and has most of the time since his graduation worked
for $25 a week for a Dr. Charles Shafer of Cincinnati, who
advertises in the public prints soliciting kidney and urinary
and sexual cases. The salary paid him for his work at the
institute, he says, has been less than $100 a month ; and
stated that he spent but a few hours each day at the insti
tute and regarded it as a sort of a side line to his regular
work with Dr. Shafer. Dr. Leucke graduated in 1901, went to
this institute in 1903, has had no special preparation in epi
lepsy, does not consider himself a specialist, and was paid
by the institute, the inspector says, only $15 a month. He is
not a member of any medical society, his professional stand
ing is doubtful, his regular practice is sexual and urinary
diseases, and in December last his advertisements were
excluded from the Cincinnati papers on the ground that they
related to the sale of abortifacients and the performing of
criminal operation in violation of the statutes of the United
States. Dr. Guertin receives $35 a month for his services
from the institute," works there but a few hours each day, is
not a member of any medical society, his standing in the pro
fession is questionable, he has little or no practice in Cincin
nati, and was investigated by this department in 1905 for
giving to a concern against which was pending a charge of
fraud under these statutes, and against which a fraud order
was later issued, a testimonial as to its medicine, which he
later admitted to the department was done for a valuable
consideration, and without reading the statement which he
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was paid to sign, and which he repudiated as untrue. He
admits he is not a specialist. These are the self-styled spe
cialists and "foremost examining specialists of America" of
this institute. No comment is needed on these facts to show
the utter falsity and fraudulency of the representations in
question.

a "frank" opinion

Another representation used to secure patients is that in
those instances in which a cure is not believed to be prob
able, the party will be so informed frankly. The evidence
heretofore referred to as regards the inability of the institute
to sustain its claims as to the rejection of incurable cases, and
the test case of the inspector in which the institute solicited
with its regular stock diagnosis circular, holding forth strong
encouragement for a complete cure, what Dr. Lewis of Cin
cinnati, referred to above, and, Dr. Kebler states, represents
an incurable case of hereditary epilepsy, prove, it seems to
me, that this promise is not made in good faith or with the
intention of observing it.

On the hearing it was ingeniously urged for the institute,
in excuse of this course of action, that it could not be told
with certainty in advance of treatment what would be the
result in any specific case. The natural question, then, is,
Why is such a promise made? And the argument also obvi
ously involves an impeachment by the institute itself of the
good faith of the assurances of an almost certain "cure" with
which it induces patients to undertake the treatment.

DANGEROUS MEDICINES

Another of the representations is that the medicines used
are "perfectly harmless" and "contain nothing injurious and
leave no unpleasant after-effects." The dangerous nature of
the medicines that are used has been previously shown ; and
it is to be rememebered that this danger is increased by the
fact that the treatment is administered without the per
sonal examination or supervision of a physician. The jeopardy
to the health, and even reason and life themselves, of the
patients that is involved in the methods used by this insti
tute renders this business, it seems to me, one of the more
pernicious and reprehensible of the schemes to make money
by fraud which infests the mails and against which the stat
utes here in question are directed.

Another representation is that the medicines used are
cstly and rare. Dr. Kebler advises me that none of the
drugs which the institute states it uses can be said to be
costly or rare.

Another statement is that the treatment is "directed at the
predisposing cause," that "it would be useless to merely try
to suppress and diminish the attacks; the special features
must be considered and treatment skillfully directed at the
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cause of the disease," etc. In fact, as shown by the treat
ment actually administered, the very thing is done that it
is claimed will not be done, and the thing which it is claimed
will be done is not done.

The institute has submitted on this hearing as proof that
it uses a treatment that is effective and of benefit to its
paients, a considerable number of letters and affidavits of
persons who state they took treatment from this institute and
were benefited to a greater or less extent by the suppression
of the attacks or the reduction of their frequency or severity,
and a few even think they have been cured. In some instances
it is stated that the patients realize that a cure is uncer
tain, but that they are satisfied with what results they
are experiencing and are willing to continue longer with the
treatment. These statements are to be taken in connection
with all the other circumstances of the case, especially the
facts as to the treatment which is administered, the way
in which it is done, and the qualifications and experience of
the physicians handling the cases. When it is known what
the medication is that has been given these people, namely,
the bromid treatment, the physiologic effect of which is well
known to medical science, the significance of these statements
is easily appreciated. Nothing is disclosed except the well-
known effects of the bromids, namely, that as a sedative they
tend to suppress the attacks. One fact to be borne in mind
concerning these statements is that they were prepared by
the institute and its attorney to meet the charges here pre
sented, and then sent to the patients to subscribe to what
was written if they would ; also that the statements seem to
be principally from patients who commenced more or less
recently taking the treatment and were still taking it.

The institute has treated in all, I am informed, about
6,000 persons. The probability is that it has carefully
scanned its records and with the 100 or so cases which it has
submitted to me to consider has put forward its better foot.
The institute has given these people certain drugs with cer
tain known qualities, and it would be strange indeed if some
of them did not experience the ordinary effect of such treat
ment and feel satisfied therewith. But it must be remembered
that each of these persons whose statements are presented,
as well as the other patients of the institute the results of
the treatment in whose cases are not disclosed, were all
solicited and urged to pay their money and take this treat
ment with strong encouragement for a complete and perma-
ment cure, and with the assurance that they would be treated
with a new treatment originated by this institute and unknown
to the medical profession generally, and which had the
power to work cures in cases where the profession was
helpless, and with the further assurance that they would not
be drugged "merely to smother symptoms and for a time
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ward off the attacks —that is one way of treating epilepsy,
but it is not my way;" also that their cases would not be
accepted unless it was felt they would be cured; also, that
the physicians of the institute were specialists and included
the foremost examining specialists of America; also, that the
treatment was entirely harmless, as well as many other state
ments to which attention has been called. In fact the insti
tute had no warrant for its strong encouragement to the pro
spective patient, to expect a complete and permanent cure,
and could not have offered such hopes in good faith ; it .did
not have any new treatment, but simply proposed to use a
treatment based on the bromids, which are not a "cure" for
the disease ; it was intended simply to smother the symptoms,
and was not intended to use some other way so fondly dis
tinguished from the "smothering" process ; it was not pro
posed to frankly so advise those persons who it was not
believed could be cured, but it was intended to urge the treat
ment on practically every one without discrimination; and
the physicians of the institute were not specialists as pre
tended, nor did the staff of the institute include the fore
most examining specialists of America; but, in truth, the
physicians of the institute were young graduates and men
without standing in their profession and following question
able lines of practice, and were men employed at what would
seem to be about as small salaries as any at which the required
service could be obtained ; and the treatment intended to
be administered was not entirely harmless, but was of a
nature that might wreck the health and even reason and life
themselves of the patient. Therefore, while in what may be
said to be a comparatively few instances, as the institute has
not disclosed its records in the great number of its cases,
patients have experienced from the treatment what is the
ordinary effect of the bromids and may feel satisfied with
so much, yet I feel it is not true that the other and the
greater share of the patrons of the institute have not been
deliberately deluded with false hopes and representations,
and defrauded of their money which they probably would not
have paid if aware of the facts, in addition to having their
health, reason and life endangered. The answer to the claim
that certain of the patrons are satisfied with what benefit
they do get from the treatment, is that in that event were
the business conducted with an honest purpose there should
be no occasion far promising anything more. The satisfaction
of the few is not justification for the defrauding of the
many. Furthermore, this scarcely is the case in which the
patients are sufficiently familiar with the facts to be able to
determine whether they should be satisfied or not, and this is
especially so of the patient who has commenced the treat
ment but comparatively recently, and particularly among
the class of people among whom it appears the most of the
business of the institute is solicited.
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CRIMINAL PROSECUTION INSTITUTED

After the fraud order had been issued against this concern,
its promoter, Otto Kalmus, at once attempted to evade the
effects of the order by starting the same scheme under
another name—the Hamilton Dispensary. That his operations
under the new title were extensive is evident from the fact
that we received letters and "diagnosis blanks" sent out by
this rechristened fraud from even as far away as the Philip
pine Islands.

The postoffice authorities again took up the matter and not
only was a fraud order against the Epileptic Institute Com
pany extended to cover the mail addressed to the Hamilton
Company, but criminal proceedings were instituted against
Kalmus. We learn from S. T. McPherson of Cincinnati,
United States district attorney, that Kalmus was convicted
October 22 of using the mails in furtherance of a scheme to
defraud. A motion for a new trial was made, which the
court has under advisement. Meantime the defendant is out
on $1,500 bail.

It is earnestly to be desired that the outcome of the case
will be such that Mr. Kalmus, after enjoying a well-deserved
rest at the expense of the United States, will go into a more
honorable business than that of preying on epileptics. — (Modi
fied from The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 28, 1908.)



INTERSTATE DOCTORS
"Doctors Cavrill and Culver, the two doctors of the Interstate Doc

tors, who have been in the city several days looking the field over for
a site for the new Indiana institute, have at last decided that Evans-
vine is a most promising city in Southern Indiana and accordingly the
institute will be located here."

This is the first paragraph of an advertisement sent us
during the past few days from Evansville, Ind. The Inter
state Doctors, as the readers of The Journal know, is an
organization of quacks which locates in "easy" communities,
relieves the credulous sick and near-sick of their money and
leaves when the glittering fiction in its advertisements has
been dimmed by the accumulated force of facts. Although
our records, based on the official records of every state in the
Union, are exceedingly complete, we find no reference to any
"Dr. Cavrill." Our files show that Indiana has a Dudley M.
Culver who was advertised as one of the "consulting physi
cians" of the Dr. J. W. Kidd Company's mail-order fakery
that operated from Fort Wayne for a good many years but
finally went out of business when the federal authorities
charged it with conducting a fraud. We also find reference
to a "Dr. Culver" who was operating in Elkhart in 1914
under the name "United Doctors," and the terms "United
Doctors" and "Interstate Doctors" seem to have been used
with an indiscriminating flexibility by the same organization
of quacks. Goshen, Ind., had an experience with the Inter
state Doctors in the spring of 1915. Goshen, however, refused
to be "easy." It has a wide-awake organization of business
men known as the "Retail Merchants' Association." Accord
ing to the Goshen Daily Democrat of April 13, 1915, the
Retail Mechants' Association of that town suggested to the
Interstate Doctors that Goshen was really not a healthy place
for quacks to locate. Quoting from the newspaper : "When
an ultimatum was laid down by the Retail Merchants' Asso
ciation, the doctors . . . decided to give up without mak
ing a contest. They reasoned a fight would be too expensive."
If the people of Evansville had a full realization of what
concerns like the "United Doctors," "Interstate Doctors,"
"Botanical Doctors" and other euphoniously named quack
organizations really were, it is not likely that any newspaper
would publish the fact that the quacks, after looking over a
city, decided that it was a most promising location ! It is
not likely, for instance, that an item such as this would
appear in any newspaper even at "special" advertising rates :

"Flashy Dick, the well-known 'green-goods' man, and Bill Sykes,
the second-story artist, were in town recently looking over the prospect*
of business. After sizing up the citizens of our city, they decided that
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Blankville is a most promising locality and decided to locate here at
least for a time."

No. It is hardly conceivable that any newspaper would
publish an item of this sort even if offered as advertising.
There are certain forms of deceit that the public is so
familiar with that it needs little warning against them; there
are other humbugs, of a semitechnical nature, with which
the public is not so well acquainted. The operations of
itinerant and semi-itinerant quacks belong to the latter class.
It remains to be seen whether Evansville will go on record
as belonging to the "sucker" class. — (From The Journal
A. M. A., Dec. 9, 1916.)



THE KNOWN DOCTORS
The "Known Doctors," imitators of the methods of the

"United Doctors," with offices at Ottumwa and Oskaloosa,
Iowa, and Hastings, Neb., appear to have come to grief after
a brief career. B. J. Chenoski, the promoter, according to press
reports, recently pleaded guilty in the United States Court
at Des Moines to using the United States mails to defraud,
and sentence was deferred until the next term of court. James
Ezra Meyers, one of Chenoski's hired "specialists," we are
informed, was bound over to court for obtaining money under
false pretenses, and is now under $500 bail.

The Known Doctors opened an office at Oskaloosa in Octo
ber, 1912. The preliminary advertising campaign in Iowa was
conducted under the name of the "United Doctors" but it
was changed to "Known Doctors" just before the office was
opened. Later the offices at Ottumwa and Hastings were
opened. The advertising was almost an exact copy of that
used by the United Doctors.

After a career of seven weeks, the office at Hastings was
closed and Dr. H. C. Williams, formerly of Omaha, who was
in the employ of Chenoski, was left to hold the sack. Che
noski abandoned the office and, according to the Hastings
Daily Republican, left rent and other unpaid bills.

B. J. Chenoski, the promoter of the concern, is not a physi
cian, but claims to be a chiropractor. At one time he was a
pharmacist in one of the department stores in Chicago. Later
he became manager of the "Chicago Men Specialist Company"
at their branch office at Des Moines. His peculiar methods
while manager of this company are said to have brought about
his discharge. He then became the promoter of the Known
Doctors. About May 20, 1913, he was arrested by the post-
office authorities for fraudulent use of the mails in connection
with his medical business. According to the Ottumwa
Courier, May 20, 1913, a bottle of tea was sent as a specimen
of urine to Chenoski by a pretended patient who was in the
employ of the government ; and after an alleged examination
of the specimen, a letter giving a diagnosis of diabetes was
sent through the mail. On this he was arrested and when
arraigned before Judge Smith McPherson in the Federal
Court at Des Moines he pleaded guilty.

James Ezra Meyers was the "consulting physician" of the
Known Doctors at Ottumwa. In the latter part of April he,
with B. J. Chenoski, was arrested for obtaining money by
false pretenses on the complaint of an aged patient, with can
cer of the stomach, whom it is alleged they agreed to cure for
$225 of which $175 was paid in cash and a receipt given.
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The cure was guaranteed and the balance of $50 was to be
paid when the cure had been effected. The diagnosis of
cancer was made by the physician who had previously
attended the patient and was confirmed by others. The dis
ease continued to advance, and, as already stated, the parties
were arrested. Dr. Meyers, after a hearing before a justice
of the peace, was bound over to the grand jury as stated.
He graduated at the Illinois Medical College in 1910 and
formerly practiced at Lansing, Iowa.

At Oskaloosa Dr. Theodore Milen seems to have been in
charge of the office. Milen has been in the quack advertising
business for many years. Like Ben W. Kinsey of the United
Doctors he was a pupil and employee of "Phenomenal Kraus"
when the latter invaded Des Moines, Iowa. In 1906 Milen
was "physician-in-chief" of the Hot Springs Doctors at Sioux
City, Iowa, and in 1909 he was associated with Dr. C. C.
Aitken under the name of "Austro-American Doctors," with
offices also in Sioux City. At that time charges were filed
against him by the State Board of Health on account of fraud
ulent representation as to skill and ability, and gross unpro
fessional conduct. He left the state without appearing before
the board and the charges became outlawed. He entered the
employ of the Des Moines Specialists Company in 1912 and
later became associated with Chenoski at Oskaloosa. — (From
The Journal A. M. A., June 14, 1913.)



NEW YORK MEDICAL INSTITUTES
The State Department of Labor of New York, in connec

tion with the Bureau of Industries and Immigration, has been
making an investigation of some of the fraudulent "medical
institutes" in New York City. A report issued by the depart
ment contains a brief account of what has been accomplished
in the protection if immigrants and aliens who have been
made the especial prey of these frauds. A description is
given of the methods of these medical fakers. They open
sumptuous offices under high-sounding names and place
advertisements in the foreign-language press. They also
distribute circulars, in all languages, throughout the immi
grant section of the city of New York, calling attention to
the wonders of the "institute." These circulars and adver
tisements are so worded as to give the impression that the
institute is a charitable organization with advice and con
sultation "absolutely free" — a charge being made for medi
cine only. What happens to a person who consults the
swindlers who run these institutes is thus described in the
report :

"The applicant is ushered into a private office. To comply
with the law a registered physician, under whose name the
'institute' operates and who is very often only an instrument
in the employ of an unregistered financial backer, in addition
to two or three interpreters, all representing themselves as
physicians, take the patient in hand. He is placed before a
large machine of complex appearance that conveys the
impression to the ignorant immigrant of being costly and
almost miraculous, and is examined by the two or more inter
preters, who dramatically and with apparent emotion inform
the patient that he is suffering from some dreadful disease,
which if longer neglected, will result in death. The patient
becomes alarmed and agrees to pay any price for a cure,
which is guaranteed. A large sum is at first requested as
part payment, but any amount that the patient has or can
obtain is accepted. It is unnecessary to state that the
so-called examination "and later 'treatment' are absolutely
without merit, and that unregistered assistants are acting
as physicians and 'treating' the patient. No prescriptions are
given, as the so-called 'institute' provides all medicines and
medicinal appliances."

The report also describes the "wax museum" method of
roping in the unsuspecting immigrant. It is said, also, that
sonie of these "institutes" and "museums" publish newspapers
and books that are extensively distributed, describing the
marvelous cures accomplished.

"It is not uncommon for these 'physicians' to resort to
forgery, trickery or any other device in order to obtain the
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savings of their unfortunate victims. They have heen known
to take bank books and withdraw entire deposits on such
orders. Persons convicted in various states for similar
practices are now operating in New York City."

One of the so-called "professors," in one of these institutes,
who was not a registered physician, confessed 'to a repre
sentative of the bureau that before examination patients are
asked to undress in an anteroom where their clothes are
searched for bank books, money, etc., to enable the fakers to
estimate the size of the fee they shall demand. The victims
are invariably told that they are suffering from some dan
gerous ailment, and the report cites instances in which the
victims who had been robbed of all their money were found
by reputable physicians to be suffering from no disease at all.
Details of a number of such instances are given in which
the representatives of the bureau were enabled to recover
large sums of money from these fakers. Although it is
expensive and troublesome, the bureau has been able to
secure evidence in many instances against these fraudulent
institutes. It is etimated that thousands of people, espe
cially immigrants, are daily victims of these leeches. One
"institute," which was compelled to disband through the
efforts of the bureau, had an enrolment of about 14,000
patients. — (From The Journal A. M. A., Nov. 20, 1915.)



PACIFIC COAST QUACKS
The "business" of medical quackery is run on much the

same plan in all sections of the country. It has been shown1
that the "United Doctors," operating largely in the central
West and in the Eastern states, is a business and not a profes
sional organization ; it is owned and controlled by persons
who hire cheap doctors to "work" the public. On the Pacific
Coast, a similar system is operated by another concern
although the western offices are not run under one firm name.
In Seattle, Tacoma, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Oakland and Spokane offices are owned by two persons, H. J.
Jiles and C. K. Holsman, but are operated under various
names. In Seattle, "Dr. Cook & Co." was found to be a cor
poration with these men as the chief owners. They also own
the "Scott Medical Institute." In Tacoma, the office is con
ducted under the name of Dr. E. A. Severance. In Portland,
where there are two offices, one is run under the name of Dr.
C. K. Holsman. In the other cities they are run under the
names of the men hired by Jiles and Holsman. When these
doctors are changed from time to time the name of the office
is likewise changed.

Recently in Seattle a campaign of exposure has been carried
on by the Sun, a daily paper of that city, assisted by the county
medical society, the district attorney, and by various suits
in the courts for recovery of money fraudulently obtained by
these advertising doctors. Commenting on their methods,
which are almost exactly similar to those of the "United
Doctors," the Sun says :

"eminent specialists" only hired men

"It should be of interest to any person contemplating answering one
of their alluring advertisements to know that the 'eminent specialist'
is merely a salaried employee—a hired hand of a corporation —that as
such he draws pay of from $30 to $50 per week out of an income of
$500 to $1,000 per week brought to the corporation. . . . It is not
a profession; it is a business and a cold-blooded one, as most of those
who have had dealings with it can testify."

HIRED MEN EXPECTED TO GET THE MONEY

According to the statement of one of the "eminent special
ists" who was formerly in the employ of Jiles and Holsman,
and who became disgusted with the business, the expenses of
one of their offices for equipment, salaries, drugs, supplies
and advertising bills amount to from $1,500 to $1,800 per

1. See Index for article on "United Doctors."
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month, about half of which usually goes to the newspapers
for advertising. The "eminent specialists," as hired men, are
expected to make money for their employers and are given
definite instructions to that effect. They are told to find in
each patient the most serious malady they can and to obtain
the largest possible fee for the treatment and continue it as
long as the patient will stand for it. No prospective patient
must be allowed to escape who comes for "free consultation."
The value of these hired specialists to the concern is their
ability to get money, and in Seattle it is said that one office
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has shown a profit of not less than $200 per month above
expenses and sometimes as high as $2,000. The seven offices
operated by Jiles and Holsman are said to return a profit of
from $5,000 to $10,000 per month out of the readers of daily
newspapers who have been lured by the advertising doctors'

FREE CONSULTATION BAIT

The manner in which these concerns take advantage of
people who come to their offices under the bait of "free consul
tation" is graphically set forth in a series of stories in the
Seattle Sun by a reporter who was sent to the offices of Drs.
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S. S. Johnson, J. Eugene Jordan and H. P. Wilkins. This
young man after being pronounced physically sound and per
fect by two reputable practitioners of Seattle, after a thorough
examination, went on successive days to the offices of the
three quacks named. In each instance he complained simply
of a backache about which he told them he was "worried."
Without making anything in the nature of a thorough exam
ination, the suggestion of "-worry" was immediately seized
on by the quacks, who proceeded to try to inspire the young
man with terror as to his condition and the awful conse
quences which would ensue unless he took their treatment
at a substantial fee. The manner in which the quacks proceed
to inspire terror into the hearts of their victims who are
"worrying" is described by the reporter, as follows :

INSPIRING TERROR IN THE VICTIM
"Worry! That word 'worry,' that's it. It will get you anything

the 'free consultation' room has in stock. Worry, w-o-r-r-y. That's
the mental state that breaks down your defenses; that fans the slum
bering worry-embers until flames leap out of them —-flames that turn
the brain hot; set streams of perspiration running down your body;
that eat into your heart; scorch your courage; incinerate every vestige
of hope in the human breast; that shrivel your strength, and wither
your nerves.

"You go to the 'free consultation' room after your imagination has
whipped your mind into horror. Submitting, you go into the room
with mock defiance; chin up and shoulders thrown back. You come
out beaten. You have a bottle under your arm. You don't exactly
know what's wrong with you, but you know that the bottle holds the
'cure' for what you have got. The terror that capitalizes 'free con
sultation' is in you; the day looks gray. You are ready to sink under
the gloom of hopelessness."

ALASKA MINER SWINDLED

Some of the practical results of the "free consultation"
methods are revealed in the case of an Alaska miner named
Emil William Nelson1 who was lured into the offices of Dr.
Cook & Co., owned by Jiles and Holsman, where he was made
to believe that he was seriously ill and required a number of
surgical operations. Nelson managed to recover most of his
money after selling out the offices of Dr. Cook & Co., who
immediately opened the offices again under the name of Dr. H.
P. Wilkins, who was employed to run it. In another lawsuit,
according to the Seattle Sun, Dr. S. S. Johnson, who was one
of the quacks consulted by the reporter for the Sun,
was required to pay back $35 to a patient from whom that
sum had been extracted at a "free consultation." In this
instance the suit was not brought against Dr. S. S. Johnson,
in whose name the office is run, but against R. M. Griebel. The
lawyer for the defendant would not explain who the R. M.
Griebel was, but it was admitted that Dr. Johnson was merely
the hired man for the real owners of the office.

1. For details of Nelson case see Index for article on "Dr. Coek and
Company."
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VAST SUMS SPENT ON QUACKS
In commenting on the practice of these quacks, the Seattle

Sun said :

"It would be impossible to estimate the total of the vast sum of
money annually abstracted from the pockets of Seattle people by adver
tising doctors and patent-medicine fakers who sell their nostrums through
a working alliance with the daily newspapers, but it is certain that the
larger part of this sum is taken from the poorer class of the people of
the community, including many unfortunates who are nigh unto death
and are spending all the money they have under the delusion, fostered
by the cure-all doctors, that they can be fully restored to health."

A CLEANUP PROMISED

In Washington a law has been enacted providing for the
prosecution of persons who publish untrue, deceptive or mis
leading advertisements. The prosecuting attorney of the
county in which Seattle is located has given it as his opinion
that these advertising quack specialists can undoubtedly be
reached under the law and driven from the city, and he
expresses it as his intention to undertake prosecutions when
the law becomes effective in June of this year. The work of
the Seattle Sun in thus exposing quack organizations similar
to that of the "United Doctors" in the central West, deserves
the highest praise. It is understood that the Post-Intelligencer
another leading paper of Seattle, has recently adopted the
policy of excluding from its advertising columns all fraudu
lent medical advertising. —(From the Journal A. M. A., June
7, 19i3.)
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RADIO MEDICAL ELECTRO
DOCTORS

In preparing manuscript for publication, it is not unusual
to insert what are known as "catch lines" for the purpose
of aiding the "make-up man" in preparing the matter accord
ing to the author's ideas. Such "catch lines," of course, are

deleted by the proofreader be
fore the material fi n a 1 1 y
appears in its finished form.
Occasionally, however, these
lines are overlooked, and the
reader is given a peep behind
the scenes of the printing office.

Itinerant quacks have certain
stock advertisements which arc
interspersed with testimonials
—genuine or faked. The testi
monials, being a fluctuating
quantity, are usually sent
separately from the main
advertisement.

The Radio Medical Doctors
is the name assumed by some
quacks who have recently been
operating in Altoona, Pa. In
common with their kind, they
publish advertisements in local
newspapers. We reproduce in
miniature one advertisement
that appeared in the Altoona
Times, Oct. 1, 1914. It con
sists of the usual extravagant
statements found in such
advertisements, together with a
testimonial from a Mr.
Wheeler. The testimonial had
evidently been sent to the
printers at a different time
from the body of the adver
tisement. That the type-setter

might know just where this testimonial was to be used, he
headed it with a "catch line." This "catch line" we have
marked in the miniature reproduction, and that it may be
more easily read, have reproduced slightly enlarged thus :
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radio electro medico docto bunko dopo
itha agr. J- iJgfiB nasi

The average newspaper man, whether he works in the com
posing room or on the editorial staff, is usually no fool. The
printer who headed the Radio Medical Electro Doctors' testi
monial as "bunco dope" was "wise." His classification can
not be improved on.— (From The journal A. M. A., Nov.
14, 1914.)



STATE MEDICAL INSTITUTE OF
OMAHA

On Jan. 24, 1917, W. T. Upton, E. F. Andrews and L. H
Staples pleaded guilty in the federal court at Omaha to con
spiracy to use the United States mails for a scheme to
defraud. Each was sentenced to pay a fine of $350; the fines
were paid.

This trio was indicted, March 15, 1913, and the men were
arrested in November, 1913, when the Chicago Tribune was
turning the light on the "men's specialists" quacks of Chicago.
One of the firms of medical charlatans to which the Tribune
devoted a good deal of attention was "Dr. Howe & Co." W.
T. Upton was, according to the Tribune's report, manager
of the Howe concern and also of a string of similar institu
tions operated under aliases in different parts of the country.
Here in part is the Tribune's report1 of the arrest of Upton,
Andrews and Staples as it appeared in that paper, Nov.
9, 1913 :

"Upton is charged with conspiracy with E. F. Andrews and
L. H. Staples, both of whom reside in Omaha, to violate the
postal laws by advertising the 'State Medical Institute,' which
is the particular name given by the swindlers to their Omaha
establishment.

"The indictment charges Upton and his two alleged fellow
conspirators with representing the institute to be one con
ducted by skilled specialists in men's diseases, when, 'whereas,
in truth and in fact, the institute was not a reliable concern,
but was conducted solely for the unlawful, fraudulent, and
felonious purpose of inducing persons to part with their money
and property to said conspirators, without giving anything
of value in return therefor.'

"Upton was arrested in his office by Deputy Marshal Charles
Schrimple on a warrant issued by United States Commissioner
Lewis F. Mason. He was taken to the federal building and
gave bond before the commissioner. The bond was fixed at
$2,000, signed by Alphonse Russell and Charles H. Touzalin,
president of the Touzalin Advertising Agency. Assistant Dis
trict Attorney Peter P. Mindak represented the government
in the proceedings. ...

"The request for Upton's arrest came from District Attor
ney F. S. Howell of Omaha, who forwarded a certified copy
of the indictment. The document recites the method of the
alleged conspiracy and contains copies of numerous letters
sent out to intended victims by the 'State Medical Institute.'

1. The matter appears in full, with additional information, in the
pamphlet, "Men's Specialists," price 10 cents.
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"The means of accomplishing the fraud, according to the
indictment, was to send through the mails letters, circulars,
and pamphlets and to advertise in the newspapers that the
'State Medical Institute' 'was an old established and reliable
medical institute, conducted by a large staff of skilled special
ists of recognized ability in the treatment of diseases of men,
and whose experience, reputation and standing was such as
to merit confidence.'

"The indictment continues that it was claimed : 'That it
could and would cure men in all stages of nervous debility,
vital weakness and loss of power. That the said letters, cir
culars, pamphlets and advertisements were so framed as par
ticularly to attract the attention of and excite the fears and
prey upon the minds of boys and young men and cause them
to believe themselves to be afflicted with diseases of a private,
insidious, and dangerous character, which if not at once
arrested . would result in permanent disability and loss of
power, both physical and mental, when in fact they were in a
normal and healthy condition and in need of no medical treat
ment whatever.' "

It thus appears that Upton, Andrews and Staples admit that
the "State Medical Institute," which they operated in Omaha,
was conducted solely for the unlawful, fraudulent and felo
nious purpose of separating the credulous sick from their
money "without giving anything of value in return therefor."
— (From The Journal A. M. A., Feb. 3, 1917.)



THE UNITED DOCTORS
t [article i]

In the past few years we have repeatedly exposed the
monstrous deception and fraud practiced on the public by the
"patent medicine" venders and the exploiters of "sure cures."
The money wasted on these worthless nostrums amounts to
many milions every year, but the harm they do the public can
not be conjectured."

Another form of fraud which not only constitutes an
enormous tax on the financial resources of the public but which
also works an untold amount of harm to its health and welfare
is that of the advertising quack whose cupidity, conscience-
lessness and pretentiousness constitute a menace almost equal
to that of the "patent medicine" business. This form of
fraud is less well understood by the public, and it is the inten
tion in this article to describe the characteristics and the
methods of one type of these advertising frauds.

Just as in another branch of professional thievery, all grades
exist from the pickpocket, the sneak-thief, the hold-up man
and so on up to the gentlemanly bank-wrecker, so these pro
fessional medical highwaymen, the advertising "medical
specialists," vary in the extent of their depredations. We have
the "museum" doctor, such as those recently exposed in the
raid on the medical museums in Philadelphia, who wrings
money from his victim by frightening him about his supposed
ailments or even by threats or violence ; the quack who exploits
a "consumption cure" or "cancer cure" ; the mail-order quack
who pretends to treat patients individually after making a
supposed diagnosis from a list of questions sent by mail to
the victim, and the advertising quack "specialist" who main
tains a more or less pretentious and permanent office, and
claims to have new and wonderful methods in the cure of
disease.

The quack has appropriated and practically converted into
his exclusive property the name "specialist," which means
much to the public. In addition he usually tacks on to the
term some high-sounding or significant handle, which he
believes will aid him in his plans; thus we have the "Great
English Specialists," the "Battle Creek Specialists," the "Ger
man-American Specialists," "Associated Medical Specialists,"
"Union Specialists' Association," "United Specialists," "United
Doctors, Specialists," etc., or such designation as "Associated
Doctors," "Associated Doctors, Specialists," "Associated Spe
cialists Co.," "German and English Specialists," "Oriental Doc
tors," "Cleveland Institute of Medicine and Surgery," "Orig
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inal United Doctors," "Northwestern United Doctors," "Hot
Springs Doctors," "Known Doctors," the "United Doctors,"
etc.

THE UNITED DOCTORS —WHAT THEY CLAIM TO BE

The United Doctors is an organization of quacks whose
methods are somewhat different from those of the-mail-order
quack, on the one hand, and the itinerant "specialist" on the
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Series of advertisements in the form of reading notices inserted
in the Dayton (Ohio) papers at the time of the opening of the "insti
tute" of the United Doctors in that city. Almost identical advertise
ments are used in every city where offices are opened. They announced
that they had the same "Royal Reception" and "Big Welcome" in
Elmira, N. Y., where the office was closed inside of two weeks for
lack of business.
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other. The United Doctors establish offices in towns of con
siderable size and remain there for varying periods of time,
from a few weeks to a few months, claiming a new and won
derful system of treatment, and securing new victims by
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extensive advertising in the local newspapers. Their claims
can best be shown by reproducing part of a typical adver
tisement; for instance, this from the Mattoon (111.) Star,
Sept. 13, 1912 :

"The United Doctors, as the name implies, is an association of
medical specialists who have united to organize a new school of medi
cine; new and more scientific and positive system of curing Human
ailments.

"A tremendous stride forward was made when the association of
United Doctors was formed. The founders of this association consisted
of eminent medical specialists from the various schools of practice.
Eclectics, homeopaths, allopaths, regulars and irregulars met and agreed
to drop their prejudices and form a new system of treatment that
would embrace all the good points of the old methods and leave out
the bad. The result of the efforts of these world-famous specialists
of the various schools was the wonderful system of treatment now used
by the United Doctors. All this was not accomplished in a day or
week, but has taken years of patient work.

"This wonderful new system of medicine has cured thousands of
cases of chronic diseases of liver, kidneys, nerves, skin, heart, lungs,
bowels, stomach, including rheumatism, paralysis, neuralgia, appendi
citis, gall-stones, piles, goitre, rupture and diseases of women. These
cases are cured in their own homes without a surgical operation."

Like all medical fakers the United Doctors make free use of
exaggerated or fraudulent testimonials alleged to have been
written by grateful patients. They claim to be equipped with
many wonderful instruments and appliances which are not
known to the ordinary physician, and to possess a skill far
beyond that of regular physicians in diagnosing and treating
disease. For instance :

We treat diseases of the Nerves, Blood, Skin, Heart, Liver,
Stomach, Kidneys and Liver, including Rheumatism, Paralysis,
Goitre, Constipation, Catarrh, Epilepsy, Indigestion, Dyspepsia,
Weak Back, Bloating, Dropsy, Eczema, Scrofula, Diseases of
Women and Diseases of Men.

To prove to you that chronic diseases are our life study,
and that we know the human body to the most minute detail,
we will undertake to diagnose any case, in a few minutes,
describing every ache and pain, without asking the patient a
single question. To aid us in diagnosis we have instruments
cf our own, used by no other doctors.

UNITED DOCTORS
CONSULTATION FREE

Further to illustrate the extravagant claims of the United
Doctors the following extracts are taken from some of their
regular stereotyped advertisements:

"The equipment of the United Doctors* institute is an elaborate
one. Every instrument known to science is to be found there. They
use powerful microscopes, centrifuges, .r-rays, besides a number of
instruments invented by members of the staff of United Doctors, the
use of which is unknown to other doctors. One of the great secrets
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of success of these specialists in curing disease is in their expert
knowledge of medical diagnosis. So complete is their knowledge of the
human body that oftentimes by the aid of their wonderful instruments
they are able to diagnose a case, describing and locating every ache
and pain without asking the patient a single question."

"The expensive and elaborate instruments used in 'diagnosis and the
extreme care used in securing pure drugs makes the treatment more
expensive."

•
The latter statement puts the prospectve patient in the

proper frame of mind to be relieved painlessly of the largest
possible fee.

WHAT THE UNITED DOCTORS REALLY ARE

"United Doctors" is a name for a business originated and
owned practically by one man. It is not a professional organi
zation but a business concern. The "great specialists" are pro
fessional renegades hired at a small salary, old and young,
many of them with the most meager equipment, training and
experience. Others have been failures in the regular prac
tice or for various other reasons have been induced to engage
in this form of quackery.

How such men are obtained, these two advertisements, which
appeared on different dates in a Chicago paper, will show :

DOCTOR— GOOD CASE TAKER, FOR AD-
vertising office, registered in Iowa; give

full description, experience, and state salary
in first letter. United Doctors, Waterloo, Iowa.
PHYSICIAN — FOR ADVERTISING OF-

fice; state salary and experience; must have
Indiana registration. Address S H 39, Tribune.

Since this article in abbreviated form was printed in The
Journal, the following advertisement appeared in the Chicago
Sunday Tribune, March 2, 1913 :

DOCTOR — CASE TAKER, REGISTERED
in Nebraska, to assume charge of advertising

medical office in Omaha. Must handle corre
spondence and follow-ups. Write fully in first
letter, quick. Address UNITED DOCTORS,
232 Neville Block, Omaha.

This advertisement would seem to indicate that the activities
of the United Doctors are to be extended to the mail-order
business.

It will be seen that the principal qualifications required are
that the man be a good "case-taker"—in other words, a good
salesman of fake medical services —and that he be registered in
the state in which he is to be employed. The latter qualifica
tion is necessary in order to conform to the letter —not the
spirit—of the state medical practice laws. On general prin
ciples it should not be difficult to estimate the value of the ser
vices of doctors procured by the advertising methods ; but of
this more later.
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METHODS OF ADVERTISING AND RUNNING THE OFFICES

When it is proposed by the United Doctors to open an office
or "institute" in a town, a preliminary advertising campaign
is conducted in the local newspapers. Except names and dates
the advertisements are precisely the same in every place.
First it is announced that two or three of their "directors"
have visited the city and have decided that it would be a
suitable place to open one of their permanent "institutes."
These men are not directors at all but only hired men—really,
advance press-agents. They try to impress the public with the
great favor they are doing the community in establishing
therin one of their offices. At first they always profess that it
is their intention to buy ground with the object of building
later. In a subsequent advertisement they announce that they
have decided not to build until fall or spring, as the case may
bej but have leased such and such a location and the offices
will be open about such a date. In their advertisements they
announce one or more postponements of the time of opening
the office, one of which will always be on account of the non-
arrival of furniture and equipment. The same claims and
promises apear in all places and with great regularity. Finally
the "opening day" comes. Following this the advertisements
—in every town—state that the office was crowded all day, that
people were turned away, that many prominent business men
called and wished them success, etc. They advertise "free
consultation" and "free treatment" for a short time, requiring
their patrons to pay only for their medicines which, it is need
less to say, are always charged for at enormous prices and the
patient is duly impressed with the expense and difficulty of
obtaining the medicine. In subsequent advertisements they
tell of the great amount of business they are doing, and pub
lish testimonials of supposed patients— these, usually are from
other towns, seldom from the town in which the office is
located. Of the character and value of some of these testi
monials we shall have something to say later.

To illustrate some of the points just mentioned the follow
ing extracts from their advertisements are given :

"Yesterday it was announced in these columns that the United
Doctors had at last consented to establish one of their world-famous
Medical Institutes in Muncie, and that it would be ready to receive
patients soon."

"The board of directors have been looking about the city for some
time for a suitable site upon which to erect a permanent home for
the institution, but have at last postponed building until spring."

"Several fine suites of rooms have been leased on the second floor
of the Little Block occupying the second floor of the building; this
will be occupied by the institute for the first year, or until a more
suitable building can be purchased or erected for a permanent home
for the institute."
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WIDE EXTENT OF THIS CONCERN

Such then, is the plan of the United Doctors. They now have
established about fifty offices or "institutes" spread over thir
teen states. During the last six months of 1912 at least ten

Examples of advertisements showing their almost identical character
for each place. In some it will be noted the names of supposed
directors are given. These are dummy directors and are really only
some of Kinsey's hired specialists. In the early days of the United
Doctors, Kinsey copyrighted his advertisements, as will be seen by the
example in the middle of the illustration. At the lower right-hand
corner is an advertisement of the Hot Springs Doctors, similar in many
respects to the others, and showing B. W. Kinsey's connection with
that fake.
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new offices were opened in as many cities. They extend from
Fort Dodge, Iowa, and Fort Worth, Tex., on the west and
south, to Trenton, N. J., and Atlanta, Ga., on the east. They
are all owned and controlled (with a few exceptions which will
be noted later) by one man who exercises general supervision
over the offices, writes practically all the advertising matter,
contracts for insertion in the newspapers, rents the offices,
buys the supplies and, most important of all, pockets the lion's
share of the proceeds.

This man is Ben W. Kinsey, whose former headquarters
were in Chicago. His history shows the evolution of the
typical quack and should convince any one that medical ser
vices rendered under the circumstances here set forth and by
a concern employing the methods of Kinsey could be nothing
less than a swindle.

PERSONNEL OF THE UNITED DOCTORS

Ben W. Kinsey was born and reared at Mackinaw, Tazewell
County, 111. He was graduated by the Jenner Medical College
(then a low-grade night-school), Chicago, in 1904, engaged in
private practice for about a year, and then became a pupil and
Assistant of "Phenomenal" Kraus, a notorious quack who on
account of his methods got into trouble with the federal and
state authorities in Missouri and Ohio for misusing the mails
and irregularity in practice, and was described as a "most
shameless medical advertiser."

HOT SPRINGS DOCTORS

Kinsey spent a few months with "Phenomenal" Kraus learn
ing the ins and outs of the quack specialty business and then,
being an apt pupil, branched out for himself, about 1906, under
the name of the "Hot Springs Doctors." He pursued much
the same methods at that time as at present and established
so-called institutes during 1906 and the next two or three
years in Ottumwa, Iowa, Lincoln, Neb., Topeka, Kan., and
other places. As at present, he claimed then that he intended
to purchase property and build permanent institutes ; but so
far as known he never did so.

The idea exploited at that time was "a wonderful Hot
Springs system of home treatment." Kinsey claimed in his
advertisements that he was a specialist whose scientific
research and ingenuity had enabled him to discover the secret
of the Hot Springs waters and made it possible to give in any
home the same results^ which formerly could be obtained only
by a visit to Hot Springs, Ark. As is well-known, the Hot
Springs of Arkansas are under the supervision of the United
States government and physicians who practice there must
have a license endorsed by the government authorities. With
the shrewdness of the true quack, Kinsey ingeniously claimed
that his system of treatment was highly endorsed by the United
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States government and that the Hot Springs Doctors held a
government license to treat all chronic diseases, etc. He
described himself as being "better known among his associates
in the medical profession as the man with the x-ray eye on
account of his marvelous skill in locating and curing diseases."
It will be seen that within a year or so after Kinsey graduated
from a third-rate night medical school in Chicago he bloomed
out as a wonderful specialist with the ";t:-ray eye," claiming
marvelous power in the cure of all sorts of chronic diseases.
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Other examples showing the identity in wording, etc., of advertise
ments in widely separated places.

About 1909, probably on account of the grossly false claims
made for his system of Hot Springs treatment and the gov
ernment endorsement thereof, he found it expedient to change
the name and methods under and by which he operated and
began establishing offices under the name of the United
Doctors.

LEGAL SNAGS

The practice of the United Doctors has not been all clear
sailing, and Kinsey and his hired men have been legally called
to account in numerous instances. Together with one of his.
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hired specialists, Dr. Fletcher T. Riley, Kinsey was indicted
in Milwaukee, Wis., in 1910, for violation of one of the statutes
of Wisconsin regarding the publication of obscene matter in
medical advertisements and for practicing without a license.
Kinsey was convicted on the first charge and plead guilty on
the other and was fined. Other indictments for similar viola
tion of the statutes still hang over his head in Wisconsin. At
the trial in Milwaukee, Kinsey on the witness stand stated
that he used the term "United Doctors" simply as a name
under which he conducted his business ; that he wrote the
advertisements and attended not only to their insertion in the
newspapers but also to all business matters connected with
the offices of the United Doctors. Kinsey has grown rich from
the business and is said to own 400 acres of good corn land in
the Illinois River bottoms in Tazewell County, 111., and 1,500
acres in Canada. The income from the fifty or more offices is
said to be large.

While Ben W. Kinsey has been apparently the sole owner of
the United Doctors, his brother, Lee B. Kinsey, seems to have
acquired an interest in the business. L. B. Kinsey lives at
South Bend, Ind., and helps supervise the offices in Indiana and
neighboring states. He formerly practiced as a civil engineer,
but no doubt found from the experience of his brother that the
advertising quack specialty business was a much more lucra
tive one.

SOME COUNTERFEIT "SPECIALISTS"

The character of the men employed by Kinsey as "special
ists" in the offices of the United Doctors may be known by a
brief history of a few of them.

Dr. Samuel C. Beach. —Beach graduated at Rush Medical
College in 1892. In 1897 he practiced for a short time at
McCook, Neb., a town of about 4,000 inhabitants, and accord
ing to our informant, after trying various other locations, he
returned to McCook in 1902 where he remained up to about
1909 or 1910 when he opened an automobile repair shop. After
a few months he again hung out his shingle as a physician
only to withdraw it in a short time. 1910 he was connected
with a traveling medicine show, it is said. He then became
an assistant to a reputable physician in Omaha. He did not
stay there very long—naturally enough —but soon was reported
to be engaged in "theatrical work" at Plattsmouth, Neb. After
a short time he returned to Omaha for a brief period, and then
became an employee of the United Doctors and went to the
Port Huron office, where a prosperous business 'was done
until the local clientele was milked dry and the office closed,
when he was sent to the Bay City office. It is said that he is
eccentric and unreliable, and that when he left McCook a
number of creditors mourned his departure.

Dr. Fletcher T. Riley. — In 1910 this man was arrested with
Ben W. Kinsey in Milwaukee for a violation of the Wisconsin
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statutes in regard to obscene advertising. He was graduated
by the Ohio Medical College in 1877 and practiced for a time
in Wisconsin. In 1909 he was connected with the United
Doctors' office in Danville, 111., and in 1910 with the Milwaukee
office. Later he severed his connection with the United Doc
tors and is now running an advertising specialist concern under
his own name in Milwaukee.

Dr. Warren D. Scott. —Scott is a homeopath who graduated
at Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago, in 1882, and has
been associated with Ben W. Kinsey since the days when he
was running the offices under the name "Hot Springs Doc
tors." He is sometimes referred to as one of the "directors"
of the United Doctors. Dr. Scott, like most of the other men
employed by Kinsey, is moved around from one office to
another as the occasion demands or prudence dictates. In
1907, while he was working at Terre Haute, Ind., for Kinsey
as one of the Hot Springs Doctors an attempt was made to
revoke his license on account of irregular practice. Scott,
however, was not a resident of the state and did not remain
in Terre Haute. The case against him was dropped.

Dr. Pierre Lafayette Stewart.—This man was graduated at
the American College of Medicine and Surgery, Chicago, in
1905. After practicing at the village of Shelburne, Ind., for a
time he was employed by the United Doctors at different times
in the offices at Bloomington and Decatur, 111., Omaha, Neb.,
and Logansport, Muncie and South Bend, Ind. In 1911, while
he was practicing at Muncie and South Bend, Ind., charges
were' filed against him before the Indiana State Board of Med
ical Registration and Examination on account of fraudulent
advertising and misrepresentation in connection with the Mun
cie office of the United Doctors and also because of his alleged
excessive use of intoxicants. One specification in the charges
referred to the fraudulent nature of a testimonial prepared by
Stewart to which he secured the signature of one of his vic
tims. This testimonial will be referred later. Stewart's
advertisements claimed that he used many complex and won
derful instruments for diagnostic and other purposes. When
asked by the state board to tell with what instruments the
Muncie office was equipped, 'Stewart could name only a few of
the instruments known to and used by nearly every practicing
physician. He admitted that he had no T-ray apparatus, no
centrifuge and no cystoscope, and he further admitted that he
had no instruments whose use was unknown to other doctors.
Of course, he claimed that he had nothing to do with the
advertisements inserted in the newspapers and that he had no
hand in writing them, his only duty being to examine and treat
patients —and collect the fee ! The case before the state board
for revocation of Stewart's license has never been decided. He
severed his connection with the United Doctors, however, and
later opened an advertising business of his own at Richmond,
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Ind., under the name of the Stewart Medical Company.
According to the Richmond Item he suddenly left there about
the middle of April, 1912, leaving several accounts owing to
Richmond tradesmen for office furnishings, etc. The Bloom-
ington (111.) Bulletin, April 15, 1912, states that Stewart,
while in the employ of the United Doctors in that town, spent
considerable time in neighboring barrooms and adds that a
number of creditors in that city are anxious to find him.

Dr. L. F. Elston, alias L, F. Elstein, alias L. Fink Elstein,
alias Leopold Finkelstein. —This multinamed individual at the
time of its opening and for some time thereafer, con-
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Advertisement of the Hot Springs Doctors from the Topeka (Kan.)
State Jeurnal, May 30, 1907, with picture of Quack Kinsey, "the man
with the .v-ray eye," early in his career of quackery.

ducted the office at Wheeling, W. Va. Formerly he supplied
the Wisconsin offices in Eau Claire, Milwaukee, Racine, Janes-
ville and Beloit, and is referred to in some of the advertise
ments as a "director" of the United Doctors. He received a

diploma under the name of Leopold Finkelstein from the
College of Physicians and Surgeons in Baltimore in 1885. The
modesty of the real quack is shown in the statement made by
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him concerning his qualifications in the Wheeling Intelligencer,
May 16, 1912:

"One of the originators and the head of the United Doctors is
L. F. Elston, A.B., M.D., a physician of vast learning, having devoted
many years in obtaining his education to study [sic]. Dr. Elston
has studied in France, Greece, Italy, England, Switzerland, Austria,
Turkey and Russia. He has taken a scholarship at both Oxford and
Yale. He has taken post-graduate work at the College of Physicians
and Surgeons at Baltimore, Md., and was assistant to the great nerve
specialist, Prof. Arnold, of the University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Elston
was personally appointed a state health officer for the state of New
Jersey by ex-Governor Abbott. A remarkable record is finished by the
fact that he speaks, reads and writes nine languages."

The writings of Elston do not indicate that he profited much
by the "extensive studies" in the various foreign countries
mentioned by him. It is one of the customs of many men
coming from abroad to claim graduation from foreign institu
tions which, when investigated, have no existence. Inquiry of
the dean of the medical department of the University of
Pennsylvania reveals the fact that no great nerve specialist
by the name of Professor Arnold was ever connected with that
university, and they know nothing of Dr. Elston, Elstein or
Finkelstein. His claim to having been appointed a state
health officer of the state of New Jersey is apparently based
on the fact that Elston was appointed for a temporary service
in 1893 for he purpose of making a report relative ft

> the
Russian-Jewish colonies in southern New Jersey.

These men are typical of the men employed by the United
Doctors and heralded by them in their extravagant advertise
ments as great specialists with marvelous powers of diagnosing
and curing disease. They probably are as good as could be
secured by advertisements in the daily newspapers, and are
men of the stripe needed to carry on such a swindle as that
perpetrated by the United Doctors.

BUSINESS MEN'S ASSOCIATION ACTS

When the institute of the United Doctors was about to be
opened in Wheeling, W. Va., the Retail Business Men's Asso
ciation of that city, prompted by some inquires concerning
their advertising methods, undertook to look into the
standing of the United Doctors. Accordingly a letter
signed by the Business Men's Association was addressed to
the United Doctors asking the manager (Elston) to meet
the Association and present credentials so that the Association
might place them before the public correctly. The United
Doctors or its representatives, of course, failed to appear and
the Business Men's Association, in a statement in the Wheeling
Register of May IS, 1912, made the following comments :

"The public will have to put its own construction on the failure
of the United Doctors to appear and give proper information con
cerning themselves to the recognized organization of the legitimate
business concerns who deal directly with the people. A fair infer
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ence would seem to be that the men who are advertising here under
the name of the United Doctors are part of the same crowd who
are using this name in the central west to hide the true character
of the individuals in actual charge of the offices, and are unwilling
to be questioned too closely concerning their antecedents."

As a "come-back," Elston, for the United Doctors, in one of
his advertisements in the Wheeling Intelligencer, May 16, 1912,
attempts to answer these criticisms. Notwithstanding his
claim to be master of nine languages his English does not

4 show up very well in this quotation :

"An article appeared in these columns recently, stating that a local
business organization were to investigate the methods of the United
Doctors. Owing to the unfairness of this organization in inserting
this article in such a manner as to lead the public to believe that they
had some moral or legal right to set themselves a judge and jury
Tor the community and then placing still another article in the papers
with further insinuation through no apparent reason for this badgering.
There is a reason, of course—a very live and real reason, if one thinks
and sees behind the scenes. Should one look hard enough he will
not unlikely see a competitor pulling the strings."

A further attempt to offset the damaging criticisms made by
the Business Men's Association appeared in an advertisement
in the Wheeling News, May 19, 1912. Elston says :

"A telegram was received yesterday saying that the Beloit Com
mercial Association of Wisconsin would be pleased to answer all
inquiries regarding the professional standing of the United Doctors.
They state that the United Doctors' standing is in every way of the
very best."

This statement was brought to the attention of the Com
mercial Club of Beloit which replied that there was no truth
in it and that the president of the Commercial Club, who at
the time was in California, would, if he were in Beloit, prob
ably push the matter against the United Doctors for making
such a statement. Neither the secretary of the club nor the
members knew of any such action or endorsement.

FRAUDULENT TESTIMONIALS

The testimonial is a time-honored institution and is the
thing chiefly relied on by both the "patent-medicine" fakers
and the quack in selling medicines or in procuring victims.
It is freely employed by the United Doctors and a few exam
ples to illustrate the shameless manner in which the public is
deceived will not be amiss.

RHEUMATISM —A CURE THAT DIDN'T CURE

One of the charges made against Dr. Pierre Lafayette
Stewart before the Indiana State Board was that he had pre
pared and inserted in the Muncie Morning Star, March 18,
1911, the following testimonial:

"Muncie, Ind., Feb. 5, 1911.
"To the Public: — I want to make a statement to the public con

cerning my wife. As I am a resident of Muncie, I am not ashamed
for anyone to know where she got her first and only relief. For
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thirteen years my wife has been suffering with inflammatory rheu
matism and has been confined to her bed all this time. I tried doctor
after doctor with no results and last Sunday I persuaded the specialist
of the United Doctors to come and see her. He at once diagnosed
her case and told me she could be relieved. I could scarcely believe
this as I had experimented so much with other doctors, but I told him
to put her under treatment.

"It has now been just one week since she began taking the doctor's
treatment and she has teen out of bed three days this week and I owe
everything in praise of these specialists. If anyone does not believe
this they can call at my house and I will gladly answer any questions.

"F. O. Trout."

The real status of this testimonial is made plain by the
following affidavit made by F. O. Trout and filed with the
State Board:

"State of Indiana, \
County of Delaware J"I, F. O. Trout, of my own free will and under oath, hereby state
that I have read an advertisement of the United Doctors, who are
practicing medicine in Muncie, Indiana, said advertisement appeared
in the Muncie Morning Star, March 18, 1911, and contained a letter
to the public over my signature. This letter contained statements
that are untrue and which I did not authorize. At no time while
doctoring with the United Doctors could my wife get out of bed
without assistance.

"I wish to further state that Dr. Pierre Lafayette Stewart is the
man who attended my wife as above stated, and who represented
the United Doctors. The aforesaid Dr. Pierre Lafayette Stewart made
the statement at the beginning of his treatment of my wife that he
would have her walking in six weeks, and on this representation and
agreement I paid him $19.50, which he obtained under false pretenses,
as at no time since the beginning of his treatment has my wife been
able to walk without assistance. At this date, May 6, 1911, she is
still an invalid and is confined to her chair.

"I make the foregoing statements voluntarily that the public may
know the truth about this case.

"(Signed) _ F. O. Trout.
"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of May, 1911.

"(Signed) Omar G. Weir,
"Notary Public."

"My com. expires May 28, 1911."

CURING CONSUMPTION —PATIENT DEAD WITHIN A MONTH

According to an advertisement of the United Doctors,
printed in the Beloit News, March 5, 1912, William Bell, of
Racine, Wis., gave them the following testimonial :

"Dear Doctors:— For the last seven years I have been troubled with
a serious affection of the lungs complicated by rectal troubles which
so undermined my strength and vitality that for weeks at a time I
was not able to leave the house or attend to my business which is that
of linotype operator. I was also losing weight very fast. I have nat
urally doctored with different doctors but didn't seem to derive any
benefit. I kept right on getting worse and losing ground. My voice
had failed me entirely so I could not speak above a whisper. There
was no sleep for me at night, but cough, cough, all the time and those
dreadful night sweats.

"I am thankful to be able to say that' now after a short time of
the United Doctors' treatment, my voice has returned and is strong
and clear and the night sweats have entirely left me. I am gaining



81

in weight and sleep fine and feel so much better and stronger that I
shall go back to my work. The United Doctors have done wonders
for me.

"William Bell,
"612 Prospect St., Racine, Wis."

As a matter of fact, William Bell, of 612 Prospect Street,
was buried April 10, 1912. The death certificate which we

raTOr on" The -RaTfc^PWouri
over seventeen years. Tho testimonial
is 8K( follows:

'"Dear Doctors: "Kor the last seven
years I have been troubled with a se
vere, affliction of the lungs compli
cated by rectal troubles which so un^
clermined my strength and vitality that
for weeks at a time I was not able to
leave the house to attend to my busi
ness, ;which is that of Linotype opera
tor. . I was also losing weight very
fast. ,1 have, naturally' doctored with
different doctors, but didn't derive any
beitefit. I kept right jon getting worse
and losing ground. .My voice had
failed me entirely sol could not speak
above a whisper. There was no sleep
forme at night, but only cough, cougTi
all the time, and those- dreadful night
sweats.

"I- am thankful to be'^ble'to say now
after a short time of' the United Doc-
-trffV treatment my voice has returned
and is strong and clear, and the night
sweats have entirely left me. 1 am
gaining in weight. aTid am feeling so
much better and stronger that-I shall
go back to my work. You have cer
tainly done -wonders for "me.
""(.Signed) "WM HEI/T-,

"612 Prospect Street,
"Racine, Wisconsin."

The United Doctors' grand offc,r of
f ree consjilia tijjj

Fac-simile of testimonial alleged to have been given by William
Bell, Racine, Wis., who died in a little over a month after the above
testimonial appeared in the advertisement of the United Doctors stating
that he was cured of lung and rectal troubles. This advertisement con
tinued to appear as late as Feb. 17, 1913, when it was printed in the
Dayton (O.) News. See page — ?— for death certificate of William
Bell, dated April 7, 1912.

reproduce shows that William Bell died of tuberculosis a
little over a month after the testimonial and advertisement
stating that he was cured appeared in the Beloit paper. Never
theless this testimonial continued to do service for months
afterward as the Dayton (Ohio) News, July 1, 1912, and Feb.
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17, 1913, contained it in an advertisement of the United
Doctors exploiting their Dayton institute.

Mr. Ed. J. Cooper, then of Wamego, Kan., according to an
advertisement of the United Doctors in the Danville (111.)
Nezvs of May 28, 1912, gave the following testimonial, which
was used by the United Doctors to show how one of their
well-pleased ( ?) patients had induced his friends to go to the
United Doctors :

STATE OF WISCONSIN
Departmentnf Heelth- Sureeunf Vit.l Suti.bci

\4££.
3 FULL NAME <£*rfi*Z -. //4S W ~ -Wat*) fsl-»._«•.

pIUtOHALAJtOaTfttiaTICA..p*OTICUL£B3 HIOtCJILeim-KATI OFOcATN

\£ "/■». 'Of-

OCCUMTIOM J^"^J s ^

LMEBtdVCMTIFT.ThatI ■lt»?d.dd.t....d tree,

anlaadateiUtadabavs.«/! 9 -

TtM^CAUMJF OCATHswasat inllnwe: ^ /^"^

•adtatataaatfcncaarra.a

Reproduction of certified copy of death certificate of William Bell,
Racine, Wis., who died of tuberculosis April 7, 1912, and whose alleged
testimonial appeared in the Dayton (O.) News as lately as Feb. 17,
1913, in an advertisement of the United Doctors, stating that he was
cured of lung and rectal troubles.

"Dear Doctor:— I can recommend the United Doctors to any one
needing the advice of a specialist in any chronic disease of the kid
neys, liver and digestive organs. I have been under their treatment
and was greatly benefited in less than two months. They seemed
to understand my case from the start and gave me relief at once. I
have sent them a friend for treatment and he has, also, been greatly
helped by them.

"I am sure that any sufferer will find the United Doctors fair,
just and courteous, as well as successful in their treatment.

"Ed J. Cooper."
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Cooper, who is in the real estate business in Denver, writes :

"They wrote the recommend and I never knew what it was until
I saw it in print. They lied when they say my friend was helped
for he never was. I can say that I never got any benefit after the
first month and I think they are quacks preying on the unfortunate
sick. I know some of their patients in Nebraska and they never
were benefited after the first month. They claim to cure every chronic
disease and I know three of us took the very same medicine and our
disease was nowhere alike. We compared the medicine . and were
satisfied it was all alike.

"Yours respectfully,
"Ed J. Cooper."

Notwithstanding the discrepancies between Cooper's own
statement and that made for him by the United Doctors, the
testimonial is still working overtime securing victims for
these quacks.

FALSE CLAIMS AS TO CURE OF EPILEPSY

Although they are still making many reckless statements
and claims in their advertisements and in the bogus testi
monials which they print, these quacks are beginning to show
evidence of caution, and claims for the "cure" of diseases
known to be practically incurable are not so frequently made.
Their statements are more general, both in the testimonials
and in the advertisements. They will claim to cure stomach
trouble, kidney disease, bladder trouble, bowel trouble, pain in
the side or lame back, etc., without particularly specifying
any definite disease.

Occasionally, however, they are unwise enough to make
specific statements, as the following testimonials will show.
The first is that of Mary Huggins, printed in the South Bend
(Ind.) News, March 29, 1912:

"Montpelier, Ind., March 15, 1912.
"To the Public:

"Ever since I was thirteen years old I have been a sufferer of that
dreadful malady, epilepsy, and until within the last few months it was
not safe for me to be out alone for fear of the terrible seizures which
would suddenly take possession of my nervous system. I usually had
from two to three a week of these attacks.

"No one who has not had the experience can conceive how terrible
it is to be suddenly (without the least warning) thrown into a spasm
and unconsciousness, to be dead to the world as it were, and yet be
alive, we often wonder why we cannot die while suffering one of
those dreadful attacks and thus put an end to the physical side of it,
but destiny, fate or whatever you may call it has so decreed that such
is not to be, at least not yet, and we must continue to hunt relief.

"To enumerate the different remedies and methods of treatment
which I have tried Christian Science, three years of Osteopathy,
Chiropractic and what not. To give all credit I will say that to a
certain extent they helped, but I never got any real relief until I
began treatment with the United Doctors, about three months ago,
since beginning their treatment I have felt better and been less nervous
than ever before. I am no longer afraid to be alone and go and come
as I please. Very Gratefully,

"Mary Huggins."
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The answer to this is the following affidavit made by Mrs.
Bessie Huggins and Mr. George W. Huggins, the mother and
father of Mary Huggins:

"State of Indiana, I „
County of Blackford J "*' .

"Mrs. George Huggins and Mr. George Huggins, husband and wife,
being duly sworn upcn oath, say that they are residents of Montpelier,
Blackford County, Indiana, and that a certain article, or purported to
be testimonial, which was printed and circulated in several newspapers
over the State of Indiana, and which was dated March 15th, 1912,
and signed by Mary Huggins, who is our daughter, same containing
statements of the help she had received from the treatments given her
by The United Doctors, who claim to be expert medical specialists,
that this statement was made without our knowledge or consent, and
further without the knowledge and consent of our daughter Mary, and
that our daughter is no better after taking treatments from these Doc
tors than she was before, and she informs us that at one time when
she went to their office to take treatment, that she was asked to sign a
paper which she now concludes was the statement which is being pub
lished by them, and that at the time she signed said paper she did not
know what it was or what it contained, and would not have signed
same if she had known that same contained statements printed as a
testimonial from her, and that she does not feel any better at this time
than she did before receiving and taking said treatments from said
doctors, and that the statements contained in said testimonial are
not true.

"(Signed) Bessie Huggins,
Geo. W. Huggins.

"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April, 1912.
(seal) (Signed) Forrest E. Jump,

"Notary Public."
"My commission expires June 25th, 1912."

William Zackery, whose wife suffered from epilepsy, fell a
victim to the wiles of the United Doctors. Here is his testi
monial as it appeared in the St. Joseph (Mo.) News-Press,
April 17, 1912:

"Red Cloud, Neb.^ June 28, 1911.
"I am happy to state that my wife is improving fast under your

treatment. You took her case after many other doctors had failed
to do any good and so we are more than pleased with the improvement
she has made. I can recommend the United Doctors, and any time
I can speak a good word for you I will do so.

"If there is anyone you want to refer to us do not hesitate in
doing so, for you have done more for my wife than all the other
doctors ever did. She is so much better that we feel very grateful
and know that she is on the right road to a cure.

"William Zackery."

Within a few weeks of the time this appeared, W. Zackery
was questioned regarding it. According to our informant he
stated that after taking the first treatment he thought his
wife was improving; afterward she became worse and at the
time of making the inquiry (May, 1912) was no better. He
said the statement in the testimonial was much exaggerated.
He wrote them that she was better but never said that she
was cured. Afterward she became worse. They charged him
$65 for the treatment. Mrs. Zackery's father, Joseph Saladen,
also said she was no better and that they had no faith in the
United Doctors.
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Mr. Charles E. Etherton of Decatur, 111., is another victim
of epilepsy, and a testimonial supposed to have been given by
him was printed in the local papers stating that he had been
cured. On inquiry of Mrs. Etherton, however, it was learned
that Mr. Etherton is worse than ever although they paid the
United Doctors $180 to cure him. She says :

"My husband has fits just the same as before he treated with the
United Doctors, and he quit them because he was getting worse.

"Mrs. Chas. E. Etherton."
OTHER MISREPRESENTATIONS

Other testimonials are less definite as to the pathologic
condition present but are obtained by the same methods and

UNITED DOCTORS

Free Offer
TO THE SICK AND AFFLICTED

jf'r&str.
_ JllOO REWARD

i {wjteiTdoctors

UNITED DOCTORS

TO FREE CURES
NotedSpecialistsWit Cure *l

l

Acceptable
tot Fm UntilJuly10th

TO SHOW METHODS OF CURING

Group of characteristic advertisements of the United Doctors, offer
ing free, non-surgical cures, with a bluff in the form of a warning to
sick people and offer of a reward against other quacks who infringe
on their particular form of graft. i*,

are probably equally valuable as to the benefit derived from
the treatment of the United Doctors.

T. P. McCandless of Springfield, Neb., supposedly gave a

testimonial printed in the Danville (111.) News, May 24, 1912,
and also in many other papers, which no doubt has served to
rope in numerous victims :

"Springfield, Neb., Nov. 23, 1910.
"It may be remembered that a year ago I published a statement

about how well I was doing under the United Doctors' treatment. I

wish to again state, for the benefit of all sick people, that I am still
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in fine health after having been cured last year. I seem to feel better
all the time. In fact, the hands of time seem to have turned back
and I feel many years younger than I really am. I give credit to the
United Doctors for my restoration to a normal life again, and my
wife also has these doctors to thank for her present good health, for
they have cured her of rheumatism.

"T. P. McCandless."
When questioned concerning it, Mr. McCandless, it is said,

emphatically denied fathering such a testimonial and said he
did not know that such a statement existed. He admitted,
however, that he had taken treatment from the United Doc
tors several years before for "malaria," when he was asked to
sign some kind of statement the nature of which he did not
know. He also says, regarding the statement that his wife was
cured of rheumatism by the United Doctors, that at the time of
making the inquiry she was as bad as when she was taking
treatment of the United Doctors, if not worse.

The following testimonial of Mrs. A. W. Rice was printed in
the Logansport (Ind.) Reporter, May 9, 1912:

"Muncie, Ind., April 1, 1911.
"After having suffered for over four years with nervous headaches,

sleeplessness, a tired feeling all the time, and being compelled to lay
down nearly half the. time, and during all this time I had doctored
with several physicians, some of whom said an operation was necessary,
and some told me I could not be cured. I had at last given up hope
of ever being relieved when I read of the United Doctors and decided
that I would try their wonderful treatment.

"I have now treated with these specialists only eight weeks and
in that time I have gained over twenty pounds in weight and feel like
an entirely different woman, and I know that I am going to be entirely
cured.

"The United Doctors are the only ones that have ever given me
any relief, and I cannot say too' much in praise of their wonderful
treatment, and I find their terms reasonable.

"Mrs. A. W. Rice.
"313 Queen Street."

The report of the investigation of this testimonial is as
follows : "When I called at the home of Mrs. A. W. Rice, a

semi-invalid met me at the door. She dropped into a near-by
chair before she could respond to my salutation. She told me
she had not doctored with the United Doctors now in Muncie.
She had consulted the doctor now here, considered him of no
account and never returned to his office. Some two or three
years ago one of the United Doctors by the name of Stewart
had prescribed for her, and medicine gave her relief for a time.
When I read the testimonial dated Jan. 24, 1912, bearing her
signature, she became embarrassed and claimed she had writ
ten nothing within the past two years, and had never written
all that said testimonial contained. Mrs. Rice is not well, in
any sense of the word."

MAKING CAPITAL OF A SIMPLE CONDITION

As an instance of the way in which the United Doctors and
other quacks make capital out of some simple condition the
following testimonial of Mrs. William E. Moon of Green-
town, Ind., is interesting:
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"Greentown, Ind., April 29, 1912.
"Gentlemen: —In the night of July 8, 1906, our little boy, who was

three years old, began to choke and gasp for breath. He was so bad
that we did not think he would live until we could get the doctor,
and from that time on up to one year ago, before we visited the
United Doctors, which was in October, 1911, he had the same spells
every six or eight weeks, which would last from eight to ten days.
For one year before we visited the United Doctors the bad, loud,
hard breathing bothered him all the time. He coughed and breathed
so hard and loud that together with the constant care he required
the rest of the family were worn out. The condition could not be
exaggerated. He vomited great quantities of phlegm and about all
his nourishment. He became pale and bloodless, and was not able
to play or go to school on account of the distressing symptoms. We
tried doctor after doctor, and bottles and bottles of patent medi
cines, and almost smoked his eyes out, all to no avail, for he grew
worse all the time. Two of the best specialists in Evansville utterly
failed to benefit him.

"On October 4, 1911, we began the United Treatment of the United
Doctors. Wonderful to say, for it sounds like magic, the first night
he slept like a new born babe, something he had not done for a year
before. He has had no trouble since. He goes to school every day,
and can run and play with any boy. He has picked up in flesh until
the neighbors hardly know him.

"Mrs. Wm. E. Moon."

On inquiry into this wonderful case it was found by our
informant that this child was subject to ordinary spasmodic
croup occasionally, which was relieved by the family physi
cian by the usual simple methods. In the hands of the United
Doctors, however, the case becomes a horrible example of the
failure of the ordinary doctor to recognize the true condition.
This all helps to impress the gullible as to the great powers
of the United Doctors.

Everything is grist to the testimonial mill of the quack.
Any simple condition may be given a terrifying name and
when the condition becomes better, as it would no doubt do
without the valuable services of the United Doctors, much
is made of it in a testimonial.

Edna Steele of Bellaire, Ohio, went to the United Doctors,
according to the Wheeling, (W. Va.) Register, May 24, 1912,
and subsequently they printed the following testimonial said
to have been signed by her :

"To the Public: — I wish to say a few words to the public about
my past and present condition. When I first went to the United
Doctors I felt very miserable. I felt very tired, I had bad head
aches and I could not sleep at nights. My trouble was Kidney and Liver
trouble from which I suffered over a year. When I went to the
United Doctors 1 did not expect 'such relief and especially in such
a short space of time. I now wish to tell other sufferers like I used
to be what six days' treatment did for me. I have no more head
aches, I sleep better and am more cheerful and happier than I ever
was before. I state this absolutely voluntarily for it is due the public
to know the wonders the United Doctors have accomplished for me.

"Sincerely, "Edna Steele '

"3436 Trumble St., Bellaire, O."

Investigation showed that Edna Steele had always been
healthy and strong. She was a domestic in a Wheeling hotel
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Cured of Diabetes
By United Doctors
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Another group of advertisements showing their preposterous claims for cures, including
advertisements concerning Mrs. K. Quandt and T. P. McCandless, whose testimonials and
the patients' replies to them will be found in the text of this article. When asked by a
physician about the man with the "Seven Snakes in His Stomach" the "United" doctor
grinned and side-stepped and said the patient thought they were snakes, but that the adver
tisement said they looked like snakes, and were "trail worms," whatever they may be. The
statement in the advertisement "Doctors Refuse to Treat Patients" is highly improbable —
unless, perchance, they had no money. The advertisement in the center of the illustration
and the central one in the lower row represent the advertisements of infringers on the graft of
Kinsey's United Doctors, and are described by him as "Small Fry Fakers Who Live Off of the
Reputation of Great Men." The lower advertisement is that of Dr. H. V. Dresbach, who
runs what seems to be an independent "United Doctors" office at Joplin, Mo., and another
at Pittsburg, Kan. He makes even more extravagant claims as a great specialist" than
Kinsey and his hired men. The central figure in the group in the center of the illustration is
Dr. James Monroe Hancock, formerly of Chicago, who is the chief promoter and manager of
the United Doctors, incorporated in Indiana, with offices in Michigan City, Marion and
Lafayette. This outfit uses the same methods as Kinsey's concern, and indeed, in their
advertisements refer to and use some of Kinsey's testimonials and refer to some of his
other United Doctor offices. He was formerly in the employ of Kinsey and opened and
closed the Elmira, N. Y., office inside of two weeks for lack or business, and because one of
his hired "specialists" was not licensed in the state and was not allowed to practice. The
other quit because his salary was not paid, it is said. Hancock's experiment at Elmira was
said to have netted a loss of about $1,000. Hancock seems to be an energetic individual and
has recently started and is president of the United College of Chiropractors at Lafayette, Ind.
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and was 25 years old. Because of some slight indisposition
she consulted the United Doctors in Wheeling who told her
she had liver and kidney disease. She is now well and the
United Doctors claim great credit.

SOME TESTIMONIALS PLAIN LIES

Occasionally a testimonial seems to be made out of whole
cloth and the victim after seeing it in print denies any respon
sibility for it. The testimonial of Mrs. K. Quandt of 111

South Third Street, Streator, 111., which appeared in the
Beloit (Wis.) Free Press, April 18, 1912, and in many other
papers, is an example :

"To the Public:
"After suffering nine years from stomach and bowel trouble and

having a miserable life from headaches and backaches I tried the
United Doctors' treatment, though with very little hope of getting
better as I had tried four doctors and two lady doctors without aid.
I must say truthfully that after one month of the United Doctors'
treatment I am feeling fine and enjoy my meals, and am a different
person."

When Mrs. Quandt was asked about this testimonial it is
reported that she stated that she did not write it ; that the
treatment she received made her worse and she had to dis
continue it and was at that time being treated by her home
physician for a condition different from that stated by the
United Doctors in the testimonial which Mrs. Quandt asserts
she did not write.

A RELATIVE BOOSTS THE GAME

John D. Clark says that he is a real-estate dealer and
resides at Mackinaw, 111. The South Bend (Ind.) News,
Jan. 7, 1912, contains a long testimonial from John D. Clark
in which he praises the United Doctors highly for curing
him of constipation of sixteen years' standing which, he says,
had made him a nervous wreck and at times rendered him
utterly unfit for business. He also boosts their game by
including in his testimonial a statement that when he saw
what this wonderful new treatment was doing for him, he
advised a friend who had gall-stones to go to the United
Doctors for treatment. After going the rounds of all the
other doctors without relief, some of whom advised opera
tion, John D. persuaded his friend to go to the United
Doctors. He fails to state whether or not the United Doc
tors cured the gall-stone patient, but leaves it to be inferred
that they did.

On inquiry it was found that John D. Clark is connected
by marriage with Lee B. Kinsey, who manages the South
Bend and other offices, and that during the previous two
years, at least, Mr. Clark had apparently been a perfectly
healthy man and had never been laid up a day during that
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time. Possibly the testimonial supply was getting a little
stale and so Cousin-in-law John D. was called on for a
little boost.

THE LESSON AND THE INIQUITY OF THESE TESTIMONIALS

These testimonials illustrate the various and devious
methods of the advertising quack specialist in obtaining
material to bolster up his fraudulent practice. They are
samples only. Many others could be given if there were
space. They are exactly on a par with those obtained and
printed by the "patent-medicine" fakers. They represent
purchase, deception, misrepresentation of the condition and
what the patient intended to say about it, and downright
lying. But they serve the purpose of ensnaring victims ; thus
their documentary truth or falsity is not a matter really to
be considered, for except commercially, they are utterly
worthless.

It is unfortunately true that even among educated and
intelligent people the ridiculous pretensions and the fraudu
lent testimonials of the quack are often accepted at their face
value and so the unwary fall easy victims to the wiles of such

a concern as the United Doctors. It should be understood,
however, that the money taken from the people for the
alleged service rendered by these advertising fakers is not-
the most deplorable feature of the business, although in many
instances money is taken from poor incurables who have
been deluded by their lying advertisement into the belief that
they can be cured when the money is actually needed for
food. The most serious harm is done in cruelly and futilely
raising the hopes of patients with incurable maladies such
as the epileptics described, the consumptives, the gall-stone
victims and others with serious diseases who require the most
careful expert surgical or medical attention, which they cer
tainly do not and could not possibly receive from these
cheap, hired "specialists." It is in this respect that the adver
tising quack makes himself worse than a common criminal
and a far greater menace to society.

INFRINGEMENTS ON THE UNITED DOCTOR'S GRAFT RESENTED

As might readily be supposed the success of the graft
worked by the United Doctors has not been overlooked by
other fakers, and the name "United Doctors" with slight
modifications has been appropriated by them, so that we have
the "United Doctors, Specialists," "Original United Doctors."
"United Doctors, Incorporated" and "Northwestern United
Doctors." This infringement on their particular form of
swindle is resented by the United Doctors, and in their
advertisements they complain of the "small-fry imitators"
who claim to have "something just as good" or "the same
thing under a different name." They say: "The phenom
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enal success of the United Doctors in curing old chronic and
deep-seated diseases by their wonderful new system of treat
ment has brought forth a lot of swindlers pretending to
have the same treatment." This is an instance of the pot
calling the kettle black. They even offer in one of their
advertisements $100 reward fos any person in Nebraska,
Iowa, Missouri or Kansas who convicts any doctors or per
sons of fraudulently obtaining money by pretending to be
the agents of the United Doctors. This offer of reward is
set forth as a "WARNING TO SICK PEOPLE." As a
piece of skilful advertising this probably brings returns.

Among other quacks who have appropriated the name
"United Doctors" are the United Doctors of Joplin, Mo., run
by Dr. Harry V. Dresbach, who has also recently opened an
office at Pittsburg, Kan., and who exploits the "oxyoline
machine" and the "Alfalfa Remedies." Also the "United
Doctors," incorporated in Indiana by Dr. James Monroe Han
cock, formerly of Chicago, and a number of other men. This
concern has offices at Michigan City, Marion and Lafayette,
Ind. Their advertising matter is practically the same as that
of the United Doctors owned by Kinsey, and they refer to his
other offices and use some of the same testimonials. Han
cock's latest move is the opening of the United College of
Chiropractors in Lafayette, Ind., as announced in the Lafay
ette Journal, Feb. 20, 1913. In this school chiropractors are
to be made in sixty days.

The "United Doctors, Specialists," "Original United Doc
tors" and the "Northwestern United Doctors" and a host of
other similar concerns, some of which have been named above,
do not establish offices, but visit certain places for a day or
two periodically or occasionally, after announcing their com
ing in the local newspapers. Otherwise their methods are
much the same and the advertising matter for these concerns
is almost identical. They employ cheap doctors as Kinsey
does and their equipment and services are, if possible, more
worthless than those of Kinsey's hired specialists.

The United Doctors seem also recently to have made a
departure from their usual plan. In some of their advertise
ments it is claimed that they have no traveling or itinerant
doctors who remain but a day or two in a place. Advertise
ments from Missouri, however, show that doctors from their
"Institute" at St. Joseph do visit neighboring cities, remain
ing one or two days. Likewise the physicians from the
Decatur, 111., office make short visits to surrounding cities.

NEWSPAPERS PARTNERS IN THE SWINDLE
The success of these swindling concerns in making money

depends on their use of the newspapers, and the credulity of
the people in accepting the false and fraudulent statements
they make in their advertisements. When once the people
know how they are defrauded and deceived in a matter so
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important as their health, and when they realize that the
newspapers of their respective communities which they sup
port, are really partners in this cruel swindling game, they
will call the newspapers to account, and the United Doctors
and all the other shameless medical frauds of this character
will suddenly find themselves out of business. — (From The
Journal A. M. A., March 1, 1913.)

THE UNITED DOCTORS
[ARTICLE II]

That organization of counterfeit specialists, the United
Doctors, whose methods of preying on and deceiving the sick
were exposed in The Journal, March 1, 1913, is still carry
ing on its swindling operations in many communities, but we
believe that our exposure has already worked much benefit
to the public.

Business men's organizations, the courts and legislatures
are taking cognizance of the evils of this form of quackery.
The legislatures of many states have passed laws to prevent
fraud in advertising that will apply particularly to the adver
tisements of medical quacks.

Business men's organizations, in some instances in connec
tion with public prosecutors, have taken up the investigation
of the methods of the United Doctors and other medical
advertisers in their respective communities. Among these are
the organizations in Wheeling, W. Va., Huntington, W. Va.,
Trenton, N. J., Johnstown, Pa., Zanesville, Ohio, South Bend,
Ind., and Oskaloosa, Iowa.

SOME NEWSPAPER COMMENTS
More newspapers are seeing the light and recognizing the

fact that the printing of advertisements that aid in the swin
dling operations of quack doctors is indefensible. The way a
large number of newspapers have commented on our expos
ure of the United' Doctors and similar fraud is both encour
aging and pleasing. A few selections may be worth while :

The York (Neb.) New Teller recently turned down the
advertisement offered by the United Doctors and introduced
its comments with this in display type :

"UNITED DOCTORS COMING TO YORK— HERE'S A FREE AD

"Local Retailers' Association Has Opportunity to Pro
tect Public from Gang of Organized Grafters

and Professional Renegades

"ARE THE WORST VARIETY OF FAKES, QUACKS AND
SWINDLERS— IS THIS PLAIN?

"Invalids, Usually from the Poorer Classes, Their Victims —Not
a Professional Organization but a Business Concern

—Separating People from Thear Money Only
Successful Operation."
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The editor, in explaining, says :
" 'Coming to York, United Doctors, Specialists.' That's

the way an announcement received at this office not long ago
reads, and considering that they are willing to pay good
money to have the fact announced they evidently do not
expect to lose by the visit. Fakes is Fakes whatever name
they travel under and the United Doctors, Specialists, are of
the worst variety because they are willing to extract money
from sick people by claiming untold powers in the healing of
disease.

"The Journal of the American Medical Association is a
publication intended primarily to interest members of the
medical profession and does not have a very wide reading
outside the ranks of physicians. Naturally much of the
matter contained in its pages is couched in terms which the lay
man is not conversant with and naturally, too, there is more
cheerful literature than descriptions of interesting 'cases.'
But every once in a while The Journal prints things in its
columns which everybody can understand and which are
decidedly of general interest. In the issue of March 1 there
is an article entitled 'The United Doctors, the History and
Methods of a Fake Concern of Advertising Quack Spe
cialists.' "

An abstract of the article in The Journal on the United
Doctors then follows and the editor says :

"A few days ago the New Teller received an order for
advertising which was not accepted. Here is a clause from"
the matter in question. It seems to indicate that the United
Doctors who came to this neck of the woods are at least
first cousins of The Journal's friends."

The Peoria (111.) Star of March 14, 1913, in an editorial
in which it gives an abstract of The Journal article on the
United Doctors, says in regard to "Phenomenal Kraus" who
was the predecessor and instructor of Ben W. Kinsey in the
quack business :

"It is to be remembered that some years ago a man under
this name came to Peoria and started a general cure-all, stat
ing that he was about to build a large hospital for the ameli
oration of the afflicted."

After giving the substance of The Journal article the
Star winds up by saying of the United Doctors :

"The concern seems to be an ordinary advertising com
pany with no more claim to call themselves specialists than
any of the other medical frauds and swindlers which impose
on the people."

North Dakota is also a state which has been considered a
good harvest field for the United Doctors and quacks of a
like kind, and some newspapers in that state appreciate their
responsibility in this regard. The Napoleon (N. D.) Home
stead of March 31, 1913, has the following in regard to the
"United Doctors":

"The Homestead has repeatedly received advertising matter
from this concern for publication at a fair advertising rate
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but our lack of faith in its claims has caused us speedily to
consign same to the waste-basket."

A long abstract of The Journal article on the United
Doctors is then given and the chances are that the United
Doctors will give Homestead a wide berth hereafter.

In Jacksonville, Fla., and other cities of that state the
"United Specialists" and the "German-American Doctors"
have carried on business by methods similar to those of the
United Doctors. Dixie, a weekly paper with convictions and
courage to state them, has waged an unrelenting war on such
quack institutions, and through its efforts the licenses of many
of these fake "specialists" have been revoked. Among these
is George L. Dickerson and five or six members of his staff,
who practiced in Jacksonville and other cities under the
foregoing names. Dickerson is a notorious quack, formerly
of Indiana, where his license was revoked on account of his
general quack methods and because he loaned his diploma to
his brother, who is not a medical graduate.

The Seattle Sun, a daily paper, excludes the advertisements
of quacks from its columns and says that newspapers have no
more right to permit lying in their advertising columns than
they have to print lies in their news and editorial columns,
and that newspapers which print quack medicine advertise
ments know that these advertisements are filled with lies.
An account of the work being done by the Sun against con
cerns similar to the United Doctors is given in The Journal,
June 7, 1913. Prosecutions in the courts by swindled patients,
action by the county medical society, the persistent efforts of
the Sun against them and the intention expressed by the
public prosecutor in Seattle to prosecute these swindlers under
the recently enacted law in Washington to prevent fraud in
advertising have already done much to cripple their activities
and will no doubt drive them from Seattle.

The Johnstown (Pa.) Tribune does not, if it knows it,

accept misleading medical advertising, such as that of the
United Doctors, and in the issue of March 6, 1913, during the
time the United Doctors and similar institutions were under
investigation by the Johnstown Chamber of Commerce, in a

long editorial it says, among other things :

"It is our opinion that the so-called 'institute' doctors
advertising to catch the chronic invalid, failing to attach
names and identities to their advertisements, calling atten
tion to superior equipment, and promising cures, are, as a

rule, unworthy of the profession of medicine and not to be
entrusted with that confidence which should prevail between
doctor and patient. ... It is utterly without warrant to
assert that any combination of doctors, 'institute' doctors or
otherwise, have or could have any greater degree of success
than the faithful and competent men who answer to the call
of the sick and injured, day after day, night after night, dur
ing the best years of their lives." The Tribune believes that
"it has a duty to perform in warning individuals against the
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persuasive qualities of medical advertising" and "it does
believe, and says so, that there are large opportunities for
deception in permitting the publication of uncensored adver
tisements of doctors who withhold their names from their
announcements."

ACTION BY LOCAL COURTS

The action of local courts against the United Doctors in
various places is illustrated by two instances from Texas.

At Quanah, Tex., G. Schreiber of Kansas City according to
the Quanah Tribune, was arrested and fined before Judge
Bannister for illegal practice of medicine. The Tribune says :

"Schreiber belongs to the celebrated firm of United Doc
tors. They have been doing considerable advertising here
abouts and claim to be able to cure any and everything.
County Attorney Crowder, who tricked this rascal, gives a
very good idea of the methods these quacks pursue."

How the county attorney sent the deputy sheriff, a per
fectly healthy young man, to the United Doctors complaining
of some slight illness is then described. After a pretended
examination Schreiber proceeded to try to frighten the young
man into the belief that unless he took a course of Schreiber's
treatment, he would soon be in a hopeless condition. The
officer excused himself on the plea that he would go and
get the money. On his return Schreiber was arrested. Two
other doctors with Schreiber succeeded in getting away before
warrants could be served on them. The Tribune then says :

"It is said that there are over 200 of these 'specialists'
working Texas at present and we hope the example set at
Quanah will be followed all over the state and the rascals
driven out before they have been able to harm too many
people."

At Lockhart, Tex., W. D. Rea and G. W. Bourne, two trav
eling representatives of the United Doctors, were recently
arrested for illegally practicing medicine. After the usual
newspaper announcement of "free consultation" and "free
treatment, except for the cost of medicines," they arrived in
Lockhart, and a healthy man was sent to consult them. They
declared that he had diabetes and could not live six months
unless treated by them, for which they demanded $45 cash.
Complaint was filed by the public prosecutor and on their
conviction a jail sentence of one hour and a fine of $50 were
imposed. They agreed to leave the state and canceled their
arrangements in other cities in which they had advertised
their coming. An account of this was printed in the Austin
(Tex.) Statesman, Feb. 19, 1913.

PROSECUTIONS AT JOHNSTOWN, PA.

According to the Johnstown Daily Democrat, May 17, 1913,
(following investigation by the Johnstown Chamber of Com
merce), "charges of illegal practice of medicine were pre
ferred yesterday afternoon against L. D'Orville Chabut,
John E. Byrne and Harold Jackson, doing business here under
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the name of the United Doctors." Inquiry of the State
Bureau of Medical Education and Licensure brought the
reply that none of the above-named men was licensed to
practice medicine in Pennsylvania. Jackson and Byrne were
then arrested, but Chabut, it is said, left Johnstown before
the warrant could be served, and a Dr. Kaufman, having a

state license, was hurriedly brought to the Johnstown office.

city of new castle
Department of Healph
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Facsimile of an affidavit showing the manner in which the United
Doctors fulfil their "promise" of "free examination and free treatment."
This occurred at the recently-opened office at New Castle, Pa.

At the hearing before the magistrate, conducted by the dis
trict attorney, Byrne swore that he was not posing as a
doctor, but was only a clerk, and Jackson put up a like
defense, that he was the business manager.

In the Daily Democrat, May 23, and subsequent issues,
Harold Jackson as business manager printed a number of
articles (evidently paid advertisements, though not so marked
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as required by law) in which he attacked the American Med
ical Association "and its inner workings." He presented the
usual twaddle of the League for Medical Freedom as to the
American Medical Association being a "doctors' trust," and
otherwise showed the most profound ignorance in regard to
its organization. One of these articles is signed by our friend
of the many aliases, Dr. L. F. Elston, now manager of the
office of the United Doctors' office in Trenton, N. J., as
"member of the Trenton Chamber of Commerce." Inquiry
brought the reply that Elston joined the Trenton Chamber
of Commerce as an individual, but it is safe to say that
Elston's attempt to use the name of the organization to lend
respectability to the methods of the . United Doctors will
not be relished by the Trenton organization or approved by it.

Concerning the foregoing series of articles by the United
Doctors the South Fork Record (May 29, 1913), published
in South Fork, a small city near Johnstown, has this to say :

"During the last week the Johnstown papers have given
much space to attacks on the American Medical Association,
or, as they are pleased to call it, 'the Medical Trust,' which
have a tendency to mislead the public, or at least make them
forget for a time, usually a very short time, their good family
doctor. It is said that the 'stuff' referred to has been run
ning as paid advertising, but it has not been marked as such
and therefore one cannot be blamed for holding the opinion
that it is printed as news or opinions of the various editors.
Why they take such a stand is another matter. The charges
contained in these articles are too absurd to repeat, except
that they intimate that all doctors affiliated with the Ameri
can Medical Association are banded together to hoodwink
suffering humanity. If such were the case this country would
be in a bad state."

TROUBLE IN THE UNITED DOCTORS' CAMP AT TRENTON

At Trenton, N. J., according to the Trenton Times, the
"specialists" of the United Doctors have been having trouble
among themselves. Dr. L. F. Elston is the manager. He was
formerly at Wheeling, W. Va. Herman Spangler was
employed as a "specialist" in the Trenton office. On account
of some difficulty with Elston, Spangler left him, opened
an office of his own near the office of the United Doctors,
and employed the same advertising methods, testimonials,
etc. On a warrant sworn out by Elston, Spangler was
arrested for stealing certain medicines, bottles, labels and
other property from the office of the United Doctors and
was also accused of practicing medicine illegally. At the
hearing it was brought out and admitted by Spangler that he
was a graduate of an alleged osteopathic school in Chicago
and had no New Jersey license of any sort. He had removed
the word "Osteopath" from his sign and was practicing regu
lar medicine. He was sent to jail, but was later released
on bail. Spangler is a specimen of the men employed by the
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United Doctors, and this incident still further elucidates their
methods in swindling the public.

The deeper the inquiry goes into these quacks and their
methods, the more sordid is the mess which is disclosed.
Lying, cheating, false representation, evasion, the breaking of
statute and moral law, false pretense and the robbing of the
victim of both his money and, in many instances, his chance
for life, make up the sum of the activities of the quack. —
(From The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 9, 1913.)

Later Developments Concerning the United Doctors

[The United Doctors organization, since its establishment
by Ben W. Kinsey in 1908 and 1909, has not held together
as one organization, but a number of the men who first
started in as the hired men of Kinsey have become promoters
of separate organizations under the same name. However,
they all seem to have a close community of interest, as
evidenced by references in their advertisements and in their
stationery to the "Institutes" throughout the country. The
offices in Ohio, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and New Jersey
have as their chief promoters Dr. L. F. Elston, a man of
many aliases, whom we have frequently referred to, Harold
Jackson and C. W. Ihle, with perhaps some others. Lee B.
Kinsey, brother of Ben W. Kinsey, makes his headquarters
in South Bend, Ind., and has a number of offices in that
state and is closely associated with the offices in western Ohio
—Dayton, Hamilton, etc.

James M. Hancock, with C. H. Jones, Joel Waldron and
Ray M. Van Cleave have a separate incorporated organiza
tion of United Doctors in Indiana with offices at Lafayette
and Marion. The office at Michigan City has been aban
doned. At Lafayette, Hancock and his associates attempted
to start a "college" of "chiropractic" with one room, a second
hand desk and a few chairs, advertising to make "chiro
practors" in sixty days. It was not a success.

The headquarters of Ben W. Kinsey's organization are now
in Omaha, where he has associated with him Dr. Hugh Hover,
Dr. Harry S. Brevoort and others. Warren D. Scott, who
was formerly associated with Kinsey, it is said, runs a num
ber of offices under the name of the United Doctors in
Iowa —Waterloo, Marshalltown, Boone, etc.

The office in Erie, Pa., has been abandoned, and the office
at Johnstown experienced a great slump in its business fol
lowing the prosecutions by the local authorities for illegal
practice of medicine. Dr. Elston, one of the promoters, in
October, 1913, opened an office in Harrisburg under the name
of "Triple System Doctors," an evident effort to get away
from the unsavory reputation of the United Doctors.

In West Virginia the offices at Huntington and Parkersburg
have been closed and the office at Wheeling is about to be
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abandoned following suits for debt and the filing of charges
and revocation of the licenses of A. O. McClelland and Silas
Roberts, two of their hired men in Wheeling, where they
practiced under the names of United Doctors and All Nations
Medical Co., or Pelvic Specialists. The licenses were rein
stated on technicalities, but the notoriety gained in these
prosecutions and the exposure of their methods sadly crippled
their fraudulent business.

In, Ohio the pffices at Columbus, Springfield, Marion and
Newark have been closed. At Marion they left, it is said,
with their office rent unpaid, and in Springfield it is reported
they were sued for bills for advertising and for drugs. At
various places in Ohio offices are run by the same promoters
under the name of "Interstate Doctors," and when the United
Doctors abandoned the Columbus office it was occupied by the
"Botanical Doctors."]

A News Item
"A constable sale of the personal effects of the United Doctors who

maintained offices for a time in the Montgomery Block, corner of Sec
ond Street and Western Avenue, took place this morning under the
direction of Constable William Nelson. The sale was to satisfy a
claim of $150 for rent which Mrs. Fannie T. Montgomery had against
the physicians." — Muskegon (Mich.) Chronicle.

The preceding item would have a familiar sound to land
lords, newspapers and others in various towns where the
United Doctors formerly held forth, as in Springfield, Marion
and Newark, Ohio. Among the great "Specialists" who sup
plied the Muskegon office of the United Doctors during its
brief career were A. E. Weed, Harold K. Bryant and Samuel
Cushing Beach ; the last-mentioned was formerly of the Port
Huron, Mich., office.— (From The Journal A. M. A., March
21, 1914.)

Another News Item
The latest town to be abandoned by the United Doctors is

South Bend, Ind., where Lee B. Kinsey, brother of Ben W.
Kinsey, the original promoter, lived and had his headquarters.
From there he directed the offices at South Bend, Elkhart,
Kokomo, Muncie and Evansville, Ind., and several in northern
and western Ohio and a number of offices in Michigan. Most
of these offices, like the one at Muskegon, Mich., where the
owners were sued for rent, died a natural death. The office
at South Bend, which had been making a desperate struggle
for some time, in a last spurt advertised in the South Bend
and nearby Indiana and Michigan papers about the middle of
February that the "President of the Medical Staff of the
United Doctors" would be in South Bend for a week. Every
body was advised to come in and take advantage of the
opportunity to see this "past master in the art of healing."
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His name was not mentioned. Evidently the invitation to
come in was not accepted to any great extent, for shortly
the announcement was made that Dr. S. M. Bartlett, who
had supplied the office for a year or more, had succeeded the
United Doctors and was occupying the same offices. Bartlett
now advertises under the name "Dr. S. M. Bartlett, Spe
cialist," and in his advertisements calls himself "Master
Specialist in chronic diseases." He is an example of the
way in which the United Doctors make "specialists" in a
short time out of indifferent or poor material, and foist them
on the public as men with special skill and training. Bartlett
graduated in 1S04 at the Physio-Medical College in Indiana,
which went out of existence in 1909. Until a little over two
years ago he practiced at Oakford, Howard County, Ind., a
town of ISO inhabitants, which has not supported a physician
since he left. After leaving Oakford he became one of the
hired men of the United Doctors at Kokomo, Ind., where he
was immediately made one of the United Doctors' "great
specialists," and was then transferred to the South Bend
office. — (From The Journal A. M. A., April 25, 1914.)



ITINERANT "UNITED DOCTORS"
Many of our readers will remember that in 1913* The

Journal published some articles dealing with a malodorous
organization of quacks called the "United Doctors." The
moving spirit of this concern was one Ben W. Kinsey.

THE MANCHESTER ORGANIZATION

It now appears that there is still another organization that
has been conducted under the name "United Doctors." The
concern previously dealt with, while not staying very long
at any one place, usually opened offices and made a pretense
of becoming a permanent resident of the towns in which it
operated. The later brand of "United Doctors" has been a
one-day-stand affair, coming to country towns, after having
liberally advertised their visit, and plying their trade in the
rooms of the hotel at which they stayed.

The general manager of this outfit is one Burton Edgar
Manchester, who also seems to have operated an advertising
agency, under the name Graham-Miller Company2 of Mil
waukee, Wis., which "placed" the advertising for the "United

1. The first article appeared in The Journal A. M. A. March 1,
1913; the second article, Aug. 9, 1913. News items also were published
March 21, 1914, and April 25, 1914.

2. Some time ago Mr. A. C. Umbreit, attorney for the Wisconsin
State Board of Medical Examiners, sent The Journal the following
information regarding the Graham-Miller Company and its connection
with the United Doctors: "With reference to the Graham-Miller Com
pany, suppose^ to be the advertising agents of the United Doctors,
this concern is unknown here. Their name does not appear in the tele
phone directory nor in the city directory. In looking up the address
given upon the letter-head of this concern ... I found such
address to correspond to a small rear office in a small office building.
There was not even a sign on the door, but the directory board of the
building indicated the concern as occupying room No. 2, the name being
given as Graham-Miller Company. The room referred to was occupied
by a typewriter and its operator, some packages apparently containing
medicines and other liquids and some papers and other nondescript
matter. I* made inquiries among reputable advertising agents here
about this concern and none of them have ever heard of it. As to the
supposed extensive laboratory of the United Doctors located at 531
E. Water St. I find that the place corresponding to this number is .
the ground floor of a small 'store building. The sign indicates that the
space is occupied by the Gould Pharmacal Company, and it appears
that one Paul Graw is proprietor of this concern. Apparently it is a
small drug jobbing house. Nothing about the place indicated a labora
tory of any size or description."

Later Mr. Umbreit wrote: "The Graham-Miller Company still has its
headquarters in the Cary Bldg., a two-story office building on a side
street. They apparently occupy four rooms and on the door of one of
these rooms are written the words: 'United Doctors,' entrance through
the office of the Graham-Miller Co. This name does not appear in the
city directory nor in the telephone book."
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Doctors." From our records, it appears that Manchester
obtained a diploma from the Medical Department of the
University of Buffalo in 1886. His disposition to wander
seems pronounced. It appears that in 1886 he was in Buffalo ;
in 1890 and 1893 in Royalton, N. Y.; in 1900 in Syracuse,
N. Y. In 1902 he had migrated to Crandon, Wis. Between
1904 and 1906 he seems to have been at Peshtigo, Wis., and
Crystal Falls, Mich. In 1908, Menominee, Mich., was his
place of abode, while in 1911 he had moved on to Green Bay,
Wis., drifting from there to Milwaukee. Investigation has
shown that Manchester's professional record at various places
has been strictly in keeping with the class of business in
which he is at present engaged. In December, 1915, Man
chester was arrested in Kalamazoo, Mich., in connection with
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The newspaper publisher who accepted the advertisements of the
United Doctors was required to sign a card similar to this and return
it to Manchester. *,

his activities as head of the United Doctors concern. The
complaint against him was signed by Dr. Beverley D. Hari-
son, secretary of the Michigan Board of Registration in
Medicine. The case against him was nolle prossed by the
prosecuting attorney when Manchester agreed to keep out of
Michigan in the future.

THE OHIO CIRCUIT

During the past year Manchester has been "working" Ohio
—and therein he showed poor judgment. Manchester's method
was to hire men who, presumably, had the legal right to prac
tice medicine in the states in which the "United Doctors"
wanted to advertise and do business. The names of the
physicians, of course, did not appear. The advertisements
which were put out by Manchester through his "advertising
agency" ( !) notified the gullible that the "specialists" of the
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"United Doctors" would be in town on a certain date for
one day only and could be seen from 9 a. m. to 8 p. m. at
the hotel named in the advertisement.

Manchester's contract with his hirelings was sometimes
that of "fifty-fifty" on the net profits. Manchester prepared
the itinerary, paid for the advertising, furnished the "report
blanks" and also the drugs prescribed by his case-taker. The
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of typical contract made with
country newspapers by Manchester, alias United Doctors, alias
Graham-Miller Co. "advertising agents!"

hireling doctors, on their part, were supposed to send in
daily reports to the Milwaukee office, giving the name, address
and ailment of, and the financial capacity of, and prospect
of fees from, the victims. After paying for the advertising
and, presumably, the "advertising agency's" commission
(Manchester being the "agency"), and paying also for the
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drugs (which Manchester furnished from an alleged labora
tory in Milwaukee) and, in addition, paying the railroad and
hotel expenses of the hireling, what was left from the daily
intake was divided between Manchester and his employees,
Manchester always getting at least half —frequently more.

For the "Ohio Circuit" Manchester hired two men, G. W.
W. W. Walker and Theodore Jacobsen. Walker and Jacob-
sen, finding how easy the
money came, apparently con
cluded that it was not worth
while to split the profits with
Manchester. After familiariz
ing themselves with the United
Doctors brand of quackery,
they started out "on their
own," appropriating, not only
the trade name "United Doc
tors," but the style of adver
tising and follow-up letters,
etc., used by Manchester.

COMING TO
Elwood, Nebraska.

UNITED DOCTORS SPECIALIST
WILL BE AT THE

Simpson Hotel
Monday February .

'
;, 19'..

OneDai Onr.. Hours 9 A.M. it 6 p.m.
Iinirtjeli litem ll thtuTilHtil rtruciiumlitIllltWll ll CknwcDjtum

Offer Their Services
Free of Charge

TheUnitedDnctnrs,licensedbytheStatenf
Nebraska areexpertsin thetreat
mentof diseasesnf the blnnd,liver,stom-
ach.intestines,skin,nerves,heart,spleen,
kidneysnr bladder,diabetes,bed-wetting,
rheumatism,sciatica,tapewnrm,legulcers,
appendicitis,gallstnnes,goitre,piles,etc..
withouteperation,andaretnnwellknnwn
in this lncality tn need furthermention.
Call andseethem,it cnstsyounothing.
. Laboratnries,Milwaukee.Wlaceaam.

Photographic reproduction (re
duced) of typical advertising
copy (of smaller advertise
ments) used by the United Doc
tors. Notice that the name of
the hotel, date of visit, town
and state are filled in on a type
writer.

WHEN QUACKS FALL OUT

This act of perfidy on the
part of Jacobsen and Walker
caused Burton E. Manchester
to come "humbly complaining"
into court, "praying" that
Walker and Jacobsen" shall be
perpetually enjoined and re
strained from stealing h i s

"stuff" and appropriating his
own private "swag." But
Jacobsen and Walker, appar
ently unwilling to give up easy
money without a fight, filed an
answer to Manchester's complaint declaring that Manchester
was coming into court with "unclean hands."

This was the status of affairs when the case came before
Judge John M. Killits of the District Court of the United
States, Northern District of Ohio. Before considering the
question of issuing an injunction, Judge Killits, who seems
to have a keen appreciation of the menace of quackery to the
public health, directed the Ohio State Medical Board to
determine whether or not Manchester was legally entitled to
practice medicine in the state of Ohio. To the consternation
of plaintiff and defendant alike, the state medical board
served subpoenas on Jacobsen and Walker to appear at its
meeting on October 3 and show cause why the board should
not revoke their licenses. They were charged with violating
the Ohio Medical Practice Act in that they were guilty (1)
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of splitting fees ; were guilty (2) of "grossly unprofessional
and dishonest conduct," based on their newspaper advertising
and were guilty (3) of being connected professionally with
an illegal practitioner, Manchester. After the hearing the
licenses of Drs. G. W. W. W. Walker and Theodore Jacobsen
were revoked.

On October 16, Judge Killits handed down his opinion in
the case. This opinion is not only admirable in itself, but so
succinctly describes the case before the court that we make
no apology for giving it here in full :

JUDGE KILLITS* OPINION
"This is an action to restrain alleged unfair competition. The bill

of complaint was filed on Sept. 5, 1916. An examination of the bill
and its exhibit suggests very clearly that the defendants (assuming
that the allegations are true) were violating whatever rights the com

plainant had in the premises, and, if the complainant's business were
legitimate and entitled to the protection of the court, the case is one

in which an injunction would clearly lie. We also note that, if com
plainant's business were illegitimate, his methods and manner of con
ducting it were shown to be so accurately copied by defendants that
they could not complain of any restraint imposed by the court on
their action. We therefore granted a temporary restraining order.

"The defendant filed a motion to the bill alleging that the complain
ant was seeking to protect an illegal business in the state of Ohio;
that the complainant was in court with 'unclean' hands. The com
plainant thereupon filed a motion for leave to file an amended bill, and
the matter is now before the court on the motion of the defendants
to dismiss the case on the amended bill for the same grounds urged
against the original pleading. The amended bill is permitted by the
court to be filed on condition that the exhibits attached to the original
bill are made part of the amended complaint.

MAKlNG MILWAUKEE FAMOUS

"Complainant alleges therein that he is licensed to practice medicine
in the states of New York and Wisconsin; that his citizenship is in
the state of New York, but because of his business and calling he is
temporarily a resident of the state of Wisconsin; that at Milwaukee be
maintains laboratories for the manufacture and compounding and sale
of drugs under the trade name of 'United Doctors.' He asserts that
he has given special study and 'most of his attention to the subject of
certain diseases and their treatment and the healing thereof; that he has
extended his business throughout many states by means of agreements
with other physicians who were licensed and duly qualified by law to
practice in the several states where their practice was carried on.

"Briefly, complainant carried on his business in the state of Ohio,
being the business which he seeks to protect by his appeal to this court,
by entering into contracts in writing with physicians qualified to prac
tice medicine in the state of Ohio, by the terms of which contract these
local physicians are to be advertised in the various newspapers and
periodicals circulating within the state as 'United Doctors Specialists'
who will visit selected places from time to time and meet the afflicted.
It is their duty to consult with patients, diagnose cases, recommend
medicines in consultation with the complainant, and suggest the purchase
of the necessary remedies from complainant's laboratories in Milwaukee.
Exhibits have been offered to the court showing special and confi
dential instructions to his physician agents by complainant, in which
they are especially enjoined te repert te him the financial capacity and
disposition of the persons allured by the advertisements of the 'United
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Doctors,' and the prospect fer fees therefrom, with recommendations
as to amount of charges to be made in each instance. [All italics are
ours. — Ed.]

A ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR BUSINESS

"The defendants, Jacobsen and Walker, were at one time employed
by the complainant to pose as 'specialists' representing the 'United
Doctors,' and to travel from advertised points to points within the
state of Ohio. Contracts shown between the complainant and his local
representatives, including defendants, disclose that the traveling 'spe
cialists' were to receive a percentage of the profits of the business
created by them, this percentage varying somewhat, as the exhibits show,

according to the terms which the
complainant is able to make with
the respective hirelings. The
complainant alleges that his busi
ness within the state of Ohio has
exceeded in gross $100,000 in
receipts in the last five years.

THE NEWSPAPERS* SHARE
OF THE LOOT

"The bill further says that the
advertisements published by com
plainant and under his author
ity 'have been worked out with
great care and are the products
of long experience of your ora
tor in his method of doing busi
ness'; that complainant is the
sole proprietor of the entire busi
ness carried on under the trade
name and style of 'United Doc
tors,' and that he has spent
within the state of Ohio the
sum of $25,000 in advertising in
country newspapers the business
which he carries on under that
name and through his represen
tatives.

"The defendants, Jacobsen
and Walker, after ceasing their
contractual relationship with
complainant in the early summer
of the current year, seeing,
doubtless, no legitimate reason
why they should divide with
their Milwaukee employer the
profits of this business, con
cluded to work the people en
tirely to their own advantage,
and, appropriating both the name
and exactly the methods of their
late principal, established an
office in the city of Cleveland,
styling themselves also 'United
Doctors,' proceeding to adver
tise periodical trips to various
country towns by copying in
precise terms the advertisements
which had heralded their ap

proach when representing the complainant. One of these advertisements
will suffice to illustrate the general manner of the business attempted
to be carried on. It is that of defendants, but with the exception of

Greatly reduced reproductions of
characteristic advertisements of the
United Doctors. Occasionally, as
will be noted above, the names of
the hireling physicians have been
given. This, however, is unusual.
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the hour and place and the last words, 'Laboratories, Cleveland, Ohio,'
it is copied, wording and punctuation, from the advertising matter of
the complainant which he had 'worked out with great care' and which
lie assures us 'are the products of long experience ... in his
method of doing business.' We quote from the Monroeville (Ohio)
Spectator, Aug. 16, 1916, as follows:

COMING BACK

United Doctors Specialist Will Again Be at Bellevue,
Ohio, Friday, August 25th, Hotel Bourdette

ONE DAY ONLY
Hours 9 A. M. to 8 P. M. Remarkable Success of

These Talented Physicians in the Treatment
of Chronic Diseases. Offer Services

Free of Charge

The United Doctors Specialist licensed by the State of Ohio,
for the treatment of all diseases including deformities, nervous
and chronic diseases of men, women and children, offer to
all who call on this trip, consultation, examination, advice free,
making no charge whatever, except the actual cost of treat
ment. All that is asked in return for these valuable services
is that every person treated will state the result obtained to
their friends and thus prove to the sick and afflicted in every
city and locality, that at last treatments have been discovered
that are reasonably sure and certain in their effect.

The United Doctors are experts in the treatment of chronic
diseases and so great and wonderful have been their results
that in many cases it is hard to find the dividing line between
skill and miracle.

Diseases of the stomach, intestines, liver, blood, skin, nerves,
heart, spleen, rheumatism, sciatica, tape-worm, leg ulcer, weak
lungs, and those afflicted with long-standing, deep seated,
chronic diseases that have baffled the skill of the family phy
sicians should not fail to call. Deafness often has been cured
in sixty days.

According to their system no more operations for appendi
citis, gall stones, tumors, goiter, piles, etc., as all cases accepted
will be treated \vithout operation or hypodermic injection, as
they were among the first in America to earn the name of
"Bloodless Surgeons," by doing away with the knife, with
blood and with all pain in the successful treatment of these
dangerous diseases.

No matter what your ailment may be, no matter what others
may have told you, no matter what experience you may have
had with other physicians, it will be to your advantage to see
them at once. Have it forever settled in your mind. If your
case is incurable they will give you such advice as may relieve
and stay the disease. Do not put off this duty you owe your
self or friends or relatives who are suffering because of your
sickness, as a visit at this time may help you.

Worn-out and run-down men or women, no matter what your
ailment may be, call, it costs you nothing.

Remember, this free offer is for this visit only.
Married ladies come with their husbands and minors with

their parents.
Laberateries, Cleveland, Ohio.

"Our attention is called by the defendants to Section 1275 of the
General Code of Ohio as amended in 1915 — 105 Ohio Laws 178, to
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support their contention that plaintiff's (as well as their own) business
is illegal in this state. This section provides that a license to practice
medicine within the state of Ohio may be revoked by the state medical
board for grossly unprofessional or dishonest cojiduct and by specific
language of the statute, these words are declared to mean among other
things, 'all advertising of medical practice in which extravagantly
worded statements intended or having a tendency to deceive or defraud
the public are made,' and also 'any division of fees or charges or any
agreement or arrangement to share fees or charges made by any physi
cian or surgeon with any other physician or surgeon or with any
other person.'K DOG EAT DOG

"It is unnecessary to enlarge by argument on the propositions that
the advertisement quoted vielates the spirit and letter of the sectien
to which we have referred, and that the financial arrangement between
the complainant and his representatives is likewise obnoxious to the
statute. These conclusions are too plain for extended discussion.
Undoubtedly complainant's representative in this state 'split* fees with
him. The advertisement which we quote is claimed by complainant as
his very own; he puts it forth to the public as the statement of the
qualifications of himself and his 'specialists'; one prominent grievance
against defendants which he seeks to have alleviated by court action
in his case is that they employ his language to claim for themselves
the same miraculous powers which he ascribes to himself and his repre
sentatives in this advertisement. Yet he does not even pretend in his
complaint that he has himself the comprehensive and profound pro
fessional qualifications which one would assume from this advertise
ment were enjoyed by the 'United Doctors.' He contents himself, as
we have quoted elsewhere from the complaint, with affirming that he
has made a special study and given much attention to 'certain chronic
diseases,' whatever they may be; nor does he hint anywhere in his
complaint that he employs representatives in this state who have any
thing more than the most ordinary medical qualifications. Apparently
he did not dare to aver that he engages in behalf of sufferers allured
by such advertising the medical skill which remotely measures up to the
encomiums of this advertisement. It, as well as its fellows, we feel
justified in saying, is phrased in the language ef a charlatan, of one who
would prey on credulity born ef suffering and weakness. At least it
must be the judgment of any intelligent and moderately informed person
that complainant's advertising promises the impossible and is so
extravagantly worded as to be considered deceptive, and, when we
consider it in connection with the method by which he conducts his
business in Ohio and with the fact of his personal irresponsibility as a
nonresident of the state for malpractice, it seems very clear to this
court that we must regard that business to be essentially fraudulent and
against public pelicy.

"It is urged in his behalf that his business was established before
the law in question was enacted in Ohio, and it is also somewhat
naively suggested that we have nothing to do with the character of his
business inasmuch as it may be legitimate elsewhere, but should protect
his good-will and trade name in Ohio as a property right. This it
seems to us is but begging the question. The validity of the Ohio act
of 1915 has not been questioned and we are not disposed to question
it. It is clearly in the interest of good faith and public welfare, and
to enable one of the most deserving professions to be of the greatest
possible service to people. The state at any time, in the interest of
the welfare of its people, may legislate into illegality practices which
theretofore were legal for want of legislative attention, and no rights in
conflict with a reasonable exercise of the state's police power may ever
be said to be vested.

INJUNCTION DENIED COMPLAiNANT PAYS COSTS
"What the complainant is asking the court to do is to protect him

in the transaction of a business in this state which is reprobated by its
laws; to permit him to make contracts with physicians in Ohio, the
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performance of which by them in this state would be to put them into
opportunity as well as temptation to defraud, and which ought, by law,
to result in the forfeiture of their right to practice medicine at all
and to subject them to criminal prosecution. Of course no court of
equity would ever stand for such a practice.

"There is no other disposition of this case possible than to dismiss
the bill at the cost of the complainant."

—TO—
Mound City, Kansas.

United Doctors' Specialist
Will be at the Hotel Brooks,

Monday, Jan. 25, 19i5
ONE DAY ONLY Hours 9 a. m. to 6 p n
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Laboratories. Milwaukee, Wisconsin

A typical United Doctors advertisement (greatly reduced).

Summed up, then, it seems that the United Doctors' brand
of quackery is no longer to be tolerated in the state of Ohio.
Manchester, the chief offender, is stamped as an undesirable
by the courts and is denied relief in his plea for an injunction
against Walker and Jacobsen, and is made to pay the cost
of his appeal. The defendants in the case, Jacobsen and
Walker, have had their licenses to practice in Ohio revoked.

In addition to the forthright action of Judge Killits, no
little credit for this public service devolves on Dr. George
H. Matson, secretary of the Ohio State Medical Board, and
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Mr. G. V. Sheridan, executive secretary of the Ohio State
Medical Association. Both of these gentlemen attended the
second hearing of the Manchester case in Toledo and care
fully investigated the court records showing the various
counter charges. The case is discussed at some length in the
October issue of the Ohio State Medical Journal which was
published before the licenses of Jacobsen and Walker were
revoked. In closing, the Ohio State Medical Journal well
says :

"The state medical board is determined to press this case
to the limit. There has been too much itinerant quackery
in Ohio. The amendment to the law adopted by the last
legislature materially strengthens the power of the board in
dealing with medical crooks. With this increased power,
those who are familiar with the situation believe that it will
now be possible to inaugurate a state wide campaign on
traveling quacks and permanently separate them from the
source of their 'easy' money.

"Hasten that day!" — (From The Journal A. M. A., Nov.
11, 1916.)



THE "WISCONSIN MEDICAL INSTI
TUTE" AND "THE MASTER ,

SPECIALIST"
This case is really the history of a fight of the Wisconsin

State Board of Medical Examiners against the notorious
Reinhardt brothers, who for a number of years have carried
on business in Milwaukee under the name of the "Wisconsin
Medical Institute" and "The Master Specialist." The account
is furnished by A. C. Umbreit, attorney for the board. The
three brothers Reinhardt, with various members of their
families, etc., conducted, also, other similar concerns, the
"Heidelberg Institute," at St. Paul, Minn., the "Vienna Med
ical Institute," Chicago, and the "Copenhagen Institute" at
Davenport, Iowa. Their methods were those of advertising
quacks, roping in their victims by decoy letters, giving out
terrifying diagnoses of sexual diseases, taking iron-clad judg
ment notes, when the victims' ready-money payments failed,
etc. Their profits were enormous, netting several thousand
dollars a month, and they dipped also into politics, employing
attorneys and an active legislative and advertising agent in
Chicago, who worked the legislature and the country press
and who had to be included with them in the prosecution
started by the state board. The board has finally succeeded
in driving them out of Wisconsin, but there is nothing to pre
vent this delectable family group from carrying on their
frauds in other states where the laws may be less rigid or
the authorities less active. It is to be hoped that other state
boards will be alive to the situation and prevent them repeat
ing or continuing their depredations elsewhere.

The history of the case is most interesting and the sum
mary which follows is taken from the report to the governor
of Wisconsin, by Mr. A. C. Umbreit, attorney for the Wis
consin State Board of Medical Examiners.

THE WISCONSIN MEDICAL INSTITUTE

The Reinhardts are brothers, two of them twins. The two
twin brothers claim to have studied medicine and to have
received diplomas from medical colleges. The third brother,
F. A. H. Reinhardt, never studied medicine, but is a black
smith by trade and claims to be an expert electrical mechanic.
The home of these Reinhardts and their relatives is now at
St. Paul, Minn. So far as is known, Minnesota is their
native state. These Reinhardts and their relatives have been
conducting medical institutes in Milwaukee under one name
or another for the past seven years and have made tens of
thousands of dollars out of their fraudulent business.
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Willis F. and Wallace A. Reinhardt are twin brothers.
F. A. H. Reinhardt is an older brother. Mary Reinhardt is
their mother. Delia Hageman is their sister. William
Hageman and J. M. Ruffner are their brothers-in-law, and
M. C. Wolf was a former employee of theirs. In 1902 The
Wisconsin Medical Institute was incorporated by Willis F.
Reinhardt, Delia R. Hageman and Mary Reinhardt. In 1904
The Master Specialist was incorporated by William Hage
man, J. M. Ruffner and M. C. Wolf. These two alleged cor
porations conducted by them advertised under their corporate
name and held themselves out as specialists in so-called pri
vate and secret diseases peculiar to men. The president of
both corporations was L. J. Reinhardt, the wife of Wallace A.
Reinhardt. The secretary of one corporation Was Wallace A.
Reinhardt, and of the other F. A. H. Reinhardt. The man
ager of the local office of both corporations was Willis F.
Reinhardt. Although these two concerns were incorporated
for the apparent purpose of conducting a medical institute,
yet all its business, as far as business matters thereof was
concerned, was conducted in the name of F. A. H. Reinhardt.
Thus the lease of the premises occupied by them ran in his
name, the bank deposits were made in his name, all the
checks were signed in his name, and all judgment notes were
made payable to him.

These same people conducted three other alleged medical
institutes, one at St. Paul, known as the Heidelberg Insti
tute ; another one at Chicago, known as the Vienna Medical
Institute, and the third one at Davenport, Iowa, known as
the Copenhagen Institute. All these three other alleged med
ical institutes were conducted in the same way as the one
at Milwaukee, namely, all formal business matters were con
ducted in the name of F. A. H. Reinhardt.

Advertising most extensively in the local and state news
papers under the names of these two corporations, and pro
fessing to be specialists in the particular diseases referred to,
these Reinhardts have reaped a rich harvest by the way of
returns from the fraudulent business during the past six years.
Previous to coming to Milwaukee, the twin brothers Rein
hardt conducted a fraudulent medical institute at Minne
apolis, and when their fraud became so notorious that the
grand jury began investigating their methods, an alleged sale
of their institute to F. A. H. Reinhardt was made, and the
twins disappeared, ostensibly going to Europe but in fact
making such trip to Europe via San Francisco, Hawaii
and Australia. By reason of their fraudulent acts just referred
to, the license to practice medicine of Wallace A. Reinhardt
revoked by the State Board of Medical Examiners of Minne
sota, July 12, 1900. Willis F. Reinhardt never had a license
in Minnesota, nor has had one in Wisconsin, and, so far as is
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known, the only state that has given him a license to practice
is Illinois, and that fact is in doubt. After their rather
unpleasant experience in Minneapolis, these twin brothers
came to Milwaukee and conducted a so-called medical insti-
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of a typical "Wisconsin Medical
Institute" advertisement. It will be seen in the latter part of this
article how the Reinhardts, through their advertising campaign, enlisted
the help of the newspapers in the protection of quackery.
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tute in their own names and later in the names of the Leipsic
Doctors and the German-American Doctors, but finally formed
the corporations already described.

THEIR METHODS TO ENTICE AND FLEECE THE UNWARY

In conducting their alleged medical institute in Milwaukee
the Reinhardts generally employed physicians just out of col
lege and anxious to get any kind of practice, or those who
had made a failure of life as well as of their practice and
were willing to do any kind of work for the sake of eking
out a precarious existence. A brief description of the way
they conducted their fraudulent business will at once show
the enormity of the frauds committed by these Reinhardts
and the extent of their imposition on the people of the State
of Wisconsin.

By far the largest number of their customers came from
places outside of Milwaukee, and the victim generally began
his experience of being fleeced by these men by sending a
letter of inquiry to the institute by reason of having been
attracted by the flaming advertisements. In response to this
letter of inquiry there was sent a decoy letter written by the
stenographer employed at the institute, urging the expected
victim to call because a personal examination was necessary.
Herewith are given verbatim copies of actual letters received
at the institute :

Wiscensin Medical Institute :
Gentlemen: —I wish to consult you in regard to my case.

Will describe the best I can. Have a pain in back of head and
in temples, have heart trouble, pain in small of back, and
lower part of abdomen, and an itching, a fulness of bowels.
Am nervous, and 73 years old. Good appetite. What is
the trouble, what can you do for me, what wili be the expense?
Can you guarantee anything? If so, if I can stand the fees,
should like to come and see you.

Respectfully yours,

Another form of letter which was frequently received is
herewith reproduced :

The Master Specialist,
Milwaukee, Wis.:

Deu-r Sir:—To-day as I was looking over some old booksI found one called Private Medical Adviser, by the Master
Specialist. As I could find no date in the book, haven't any
idea whether you are in business yet or not, but decided to
write and find out, as I am sick. The home Dr. calls the
trouble Typhoid Malaria. Have felt it coming on several
years, was down last summer with it six weeks, took down
1906. 1 Aug. down three months, have been up sometime,
am unable to work, am constipated. Liver and Spleen bothers
me, take a sick spell every few days. I have good reasons
to believe it is not caused all together from malaria. Please
send me charges for home treatment, etc.

Yours truly,
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In response to letters like these the decoy letter was sent,
of which we herewith reproduce an exact copy:

Wisconsin Medical Institute
Milwaukee, Wis., Jan. 8, 1907.

Mr. Blank, Spring Lake, Wis.
Dear Sir: Your favor received, and we have carefully

read all you say. You will have to come to- our offices for
a careful personal examination. We will examine y.ou care
fully, free, and advise you what can be done for you in order
to obtain a cure. Try to come at once and be carefully exam
ined and, if you are satisfied, you can take the treatment and
go back home cured.

Yours very truly,
Wisconsin Medical Institute.

Usually in response to such suggestion the victim was
induced to call at their institute and at the door was asked
to give his name and address, which was then apparently sent
in to the doctor who was always husy; but the reason this
suggestion was made was to give the alleged doctor time to
investigate the standing and financial ability of the person
whose name had just been sent in. Then the person was led
into the office of the alleged doctor, who generally was
Willis F. Reinhardt and who had absolutely no right to
practice medicine in Wisconsin and whose claim of having
graduated from any medical college whatever is most seri
ously disputed by the people who know him best. The person
thus calling was thoroughly examined by Reinhardt as to
his residence, business or vocation, income and financial
ability to pay, and was finally asked what he thought was
the matter with him. No matter what ailment the victim
thought he had or was suffering from, and no matter whether
he was suffering from no ailment whatever, the disease or
alleged disease was diagnosed by this man Reinhardt as due
to some private or sexual ailment.

Then one of the doctors employed by these people was
called and told that this man was suffering from varicocele,
and this employee of theirs then made another diagnosis of
the case and, of course, found the cause to be the same as
that named by his employer. The witness was then scared
into the belief that his affliction was most serious and that
immediate treatment was absolutely necessary, and various
other means and devices were employed to place the alleged
patient in such a frame of mind that he was willing to do
almost anything for the sake of being cured. If the alleged
patient demanded a guarantee, these men did not stop at
that, but would give a written guarantee to cure the most
incurable disease known to the medical profession. Then the
victim was told that the treatment would be all the way
from $50 to $500, depending on what the Reinhardts had
concluded they could extort from the victim now entirely
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within their power. If the alleged patient had any money
with him it was taken away from him at once. If he did
not have sufficient funds in his possession, all that could be
secured from him was taken and he was induced to sign a
judgment note for the balance. Then began the "stringing"
of this alleged patient, and after they had sent him such medi
cine as they thought sufficient to keep him on their list of
patients, and the patient became dissatisfied because of hav
ing received no benefit from their treatment, he was induced
to come in again for another examination, and if he was
foolish and credulous enough to be imposed on he was told
that another disease had been discovered and that treatment
for that disease was necessary and that an additional sum of
money would have to be paid to cure the ailment. In this
way they secured large sums of money from a great number
of persons and induced some of them to take treatment from
them for one alleged disease or another for years? and when
finally the victim could not be fleeced any more he was told
that he was cured, even though he was not, and if he came
again the door was closed on him and he was told to remain
away. If the victim insisted on a settlement and a return of
the money for which no services had been rendered and was
shrewd enough to get an attorney to enforce his claim, in
some few cases, where suits were threatened and exposure
in open court- stared them in the face, settlements were made
and part of the money extorted was returned.

EXACT A JUDGMENT NOTE

The judgment note hereinbefore referred to was of the most
steel-bound and rock-ribbed kind. Its wording is reproduced
below. Many thousands of victims signed these notes :

I ftereby agree to begin a course of treatment for my case and
promise to follow directions carefully and continue treatment faithfully
for the full course prescribed, and will report at the office as oftei
as the Doctor may deem necessary.

19—.
For value received, I promise to pay or

order Dollars from date, to be
paid as follows:

.190 $ 190 $ 190

.190 $ 190 $ 190

.190 $ 190 $ 190

In case this note or any installment is not paid at maturity, I hereby
agree to pay ten dollars as liquidated damages to cover charge of col
lecting same. To secure the payment of said amount I hereby authorize
irrevocably any attorney of any court of record to appear for me in
such court, in term lime or vacation, or any time hereafter, and con
fess a judgment without process in favor of the holders of this note
for such amount as may appear unpaid thereon, together with costs and
twenty-five dollars attorney's fees, and to waive and release all errors
which may intervene in such proceedings, and consent to immediate
execution on such judgment, hereby ratifying and confirming all that
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my said attorney may do by virtue thereof, and if default be made in
any of the foregoing installments it shall be lawful for the holder of
this note to declare the whole sum above specified to be due and
payable.

Signed
Address

If the victim was not satisfied with mere verbal promises
of cures the Reinhardts did not hesitate to give a written
guarantee. Herewith is reproduced such guarantee actually
written by one of the Reinhardts.

It is hereby agreed between the Wisconsin Medical Institute
and John Blank: The Wisconsin Medical Institute guarantees
to cure permanently for life Mr. John Blank of varicocele, sexual
weakness, lost manhood, and ailments resulting from self-abuse
for $150.00. The Wisconsin Medical Institute agrees to furnish
all medicines until a complete cure is effected, and Mr. John
Blank agrees to use same faithfully according to directions.

Wisconsin Medical Institute.

This is but an outline of the methods employed generally
by these people who reaped large returns through frauds,
extortions and false pretenses.

CONCRETE EXAMPLES OF FRAUD SUCCESSFULLY PRACTICED

In January, 1906, a coachman called at their offices and
complained of having rheumatism. Willis F. Reinhardt exam
ined him and told him that his ailment was hydrocele, and,
although the alleged patient told him that he never had that
disease yet he was induced to believe that he had and was
also induced on the same date to pay Reinhardt $310 under
the guarantee of a cure. He was induced to continue this
treatment for five months, calling at the office of the insti
tute frequently, but received no benefit whatever. When
this man insisted on being cured or that his money be
returned, the door was shut in his face and he was told to
remain away from the office. He still had his rheumatic
pains. This man went to an attorney, presented his claim,
and the attorney compelled these Reinhardts to return $200
of this man's money.

Another man from the interior of the state was induced
by the advertisements of these people to come to Milwaukee
and visit their offices for the purpose of an examination. He
had been suffering from heart disease and he was told by the
man who conducted the alleged examination that his heart
trouble was due to sexTual weakness, and that his disease
would be cured by them for the sum of $250. But he was
told it was necessary also to wear an electric belt, and in
addition to this $250 he was induced to pay $10 for this
appliance ; after taking treatments for some time and having
received no benefit, he was induced again to call at their office
and was then told that his disease was due to organic stric
ture, although he had never been subject to that disease, and
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was induced to pay another sum of $265 for treatments to
cure this imaginary disease still receiving no benefit from
their treatment, he was again induced to call at their office
and then was told it was necessary, for him to take treatment
for the spine and also to purchase a brace, for which he paid
the sum of $35, and finally when he insisted that something
be done to relieve him from this ailment he was told that it
was necessary to pay them $100 before he could be cured ;

he told them he had paid them sufficient money to be \ cured
and was then being treated for all diseases that human flesh is
heir to, and these people locked the door on this man and told
him that they would not let him go until he paid the sum ;

he then gave them all the money he had, $80, and discon
tinued any further treatment. He had given them the sum
of $640 and in return received no benefit.

Another man from the interior of the state attracted by the
flaming advertisements of these people came to the city and
called at their office, and after he had been thoroughly exam
ined as to his financial condition, his income and his busi
ness affairs he was told that his disease was varicocele and
that he was in a very serious condition and immediate treat
ment was necessary. This man was, in fact, suffering from a

slight attack of paralysis, but he was induced to believe that
said paralysis was due to varicocele and was also induced to
pay the sum of $150 for an alleged treatment of this alleged
disease. After he had received treatments for some time
and had received no benefit and had so informed these peo
ple, he was induced to call again at their office and was then
informed that he was suffering from piles, and this fact was
interfering with the effectiveness of their treatment. He was
then asked to pay the further sum of $100 in order to be
cured of this ailment. This man refusing to pay $100, they
accepted $50 and he was induced to receive treatment for
the piles. Of course, he received no more benefit from the
second treatment than he received from the first, and after
they had secured $200 from him he discontinued any further
treatment. In fact, this man had never been suffering from
varicocele and was not afflicted with piles.

Another man, living in Milwaukee, 68 years old, was
attracted by the advertisements and called at the institution.
He had some slight ailment, he thought, by reason of his
advanced years and was examined -by Willis F. Reinhardt.
He was told by this man that he was suffering from syphilis,
in face of the fact that he had never been afflicted with that
disease, and was induced to contract for a course of treat
ment, executing a judgment note for $300. He took treat
ment for a year, paid the note and received no benefit. Then
he was again examined by the same man and told he was
suffering from varicocele and induced to part with $80. The
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second treatment conferred no benefit and thereon he was
informed that he had kidney troubles and induced to pay
another $40 for this treatment. His health in no wise being
benefited, he was then told he had piles and induced to be
treated for this affliction and to part with $125. These alleged
treatments began in September, 1903, and continued until
November, 1906, and his health in no wise improved. On
this last date he was coaxed into being circumcised under
the pretense that such operation would complete a cure. For
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of one of the Reinhardt's Minne
sota advertisements —the Heidelberg Medical Institute. This appeared
after these quacks had been driven out of Wisconsin.

this he paid $35. The operation was so unskilfully performed
that he had to give up his work and such serious complica
tions arose that he died in April, 1907.

Another resident of Milwaukee, a machinist, was relieved of
$320 in the following manner: He was actually afflicted
with a private disease and called on Willis F. Reinhardt, who
examined him and fixed the terms for a cure at $150, which
was paid. After five weeks' treatment, no benefit resulting,
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he was induced to purchase a mechanical appliance and use it,

and pay $50 therefor. This made a bad matter worse. Then
he was advised and induced to violate the moral law, became
very sick, was treated for this ailment for six weeks and
paid $70 for the same. After several months of treatment
he was in a very bad physical condition and then told to take
some pills, very expensive, imported from Germany. He was
induced to purchase them for $50, but, of course, no benefit
resulted from taking them. He stopped taking treatment,
demanded the return of his money, brought suit and the
matter was compromised by the return of $200.

ALSO MAIL ORDKK SPECIALISTS

These Reinhardts were also doing an extensive mail order
business. Finally complaint was made against them to the
U. S. postal authorities and an investigation made by a gov
ernment postal inspector. He sent a letter of inquiry under
an assumed name from an interior town and he received the
usual decoy letter enclosing a symptom blank with the request
that this blank be filled out and returned to the institution.
The inspector took this blank to a physician and the two
inserted answers indicating a condition of perfect health on
the part of the supposed patient. Nevertheless the inspector
received a long letter informing him that he was suffering
from sexual weakness, with threatening dire complication,
and advising immediate treatment, which the institution was
willing to furnish him for $30. Later the inspector had
an interview with Willis F. Reinhardt, in which the latter
was asked about these letters and blanks and obscene books,
and why in response to the symptom blank indicating per
fect health they had urged treatment for the supposed
patient, and Reinhardt answered that any one who wrote
them was supposed to need treatment, no matter what the
answers on the symptom blank were. When asked why
persons writing for electric belts which were advertised as
being distributed free were sent medicines with the belts
C.O.D., Reinhardt answered that others were doing the same
thing and they had not stopped to consider whether it was
right or wrong. He also admitted that they had published
and distributed the obscene medical adviser and sold certain
mechanical appliances. Of course, he promised they would
not do these things in the future. The interview took place
in April, 1906, and the letters were written in the fall of 1905.

The concrete examples here given are very brief extracts
of the testimony given by a few of the witnesses called by
the state in the criminal action against F. A. H. Reinhardt
on the charge of conspiracy to defraud. In addition to these
herein referred to', two physicians, one formerly employed
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by them and the other in their employment at the time of
the trial, were called and testified, though exceedingly unwill
ing, to the colossal frauds committed by these people, the
fake .r-ray treatments, the instructions to get all the money
possible out of dupes who call, and gave the names of many
persons who, from their own knowledge, were defrauded out
of large sums of money under the pretense of medical treat
ment for ailments they did not have.

This colossal fraud was exceedingly profitable for the
Reinhardts.

The money gathered in from the dupes was simply enor
mous. The year 1906 was an "exceedingly lean" year, accord
ing to their own statement. Yet on Jan. 4, 1907, a report was
prepared showing that during 1906 the institute had treated
485 "patients" who were still on the books as customers, from
whom had been collected, in hard cash, $28,243.90. In addi
tion to this money already paid in, these dupes had delivered
judgment notes for amounts still due aggregating $6,113.50.
Hence the total business for the year was $34,357.40.

The profits for one month were as follows :

Judgment notes secured during Dec., 1906, last month. .$2, 778. 00
Cash deposits, net, after all expenses, same time 1,140.50

Total $3,918.50

THE POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF THE REINHARDTS

These Reinhardts did not confine their activity to exploiting
the practice of medicine in Wisconsin, but in order to protect
their fraudulent institution, took a very active interest and
part in the political affairs of the state.

In the session of 1905 of the Wisconsin legislature a bill
was introduced to give the State Board of Medical Examiners
the power to revoke licenses of doctors for unprofessional
conduct, including indecent advertising. Violent opposition
developed at once, led by a so-called Wisconsin Newspaper
Association. Attorneys, hired apparently by this association,
appeared to argue against the bill. But the sentiment was so
strong that it could have passed as drawn if it had been
pressed. As first drawn the power of revocation was in the
medical board, the same as in most other states having med
ical laws, with the exception of Rhode Island. The move was
then made to give the power of revocation to the courts
instead of to the board, and this won out and the law was
passed so amended, thus making the overtaking of the quacks
slow and somewhat difficult. It now appears that this
so-called Wisconsin Newspaper Association was a creation
of the fertile and mischievous brain of A. J. Wilson, legis
lative and advertising agent of the Wisconsin Medical Insti
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tute. The medical institute financed the whole affair and paid
the attorneys that did the lobbying against the medical bill.

Chicago, Jan. 26, 1906.
Dr. W. F. Reinhardt, Milwaukee.

Dear Will: You v/ill see from the enclosed that the Heidel
berg Medical Institute is going to take care of the paper printed
iri Speaker Lenroot's town which backed him.

Had we not better send some copy to the two Janesville
papers and to Assemblyman LeRoy's paper right away before
the meeting" of the State Press Association, which meets on
Wednesday, the 31st?If you think well of it, I would like to have you send me
some copy to-morrow without fail, so that I will get it Monday
morning and send it to them Monday, so they will have
it Tuesday and come down to the state convention with it fresh
in their minds that we have made good and are giving them
business.I think this might help some to shape up the action of
that body. I could make small contracts that would not amount
to much in the way of money.

A. J. Wilson.

The Reinhardts took a deep interest in politics in Wisconsin.
They took an active part in the effort to defeat District Attor
ney McGovern for re-election. An idea of how far their ten
tacles reached may be had from the fact that we have seen a
letter written by him to Aylward, while the democratic can
didate for governor, in which they say that, although he can
not, of course, be elected, his running will tend to make him
leader of the democratic minority in the present legislature
where he can do good work in blocking medical legislation.
The following letters are sufficiently tell-tale to need no
comment:

Chicago, Sept. 6, 1906.
Wiscensin Medical Institute, Milwaukee, Wis.

Dear Will: I have yours of yesterday. I am delighted to
hear that McGovern was defeated for district attorney. I have
not been able to learn this from the papers. Now, this should
lend courage and energy to our efforts to get Flint a license,
and, if we can get that, at once force through a license for
yourself. While McGovern and their friends are discouraged
is the time for us to push the thing along.

A. J. Wilson.

THANKING THE NEWSPAPERS
Sept. 6, 1906.

M. C. Deuglass, Managing Editer, Sentinel,
Dear Sir: My hearty congratulations on the glorious vic

tory of Tuesday (primary election). Kindly express my feel
ings to Foley as well. It was a glorious victory, and certainly
the Sentinel did "its full share. Now I trust we shall see
decency, justice Sno! peace 'obtain in Milwaukee and through
out the state. A. J. Wilson.

Sept. 6, 1906.
M. A. Hoyt, Editor, Milwaukee Daily News.

Dear Sir: Accept my heartiest congratulations on the results
of the primary election. I have just read your stinging editorial
in Wednesday's News on LaFollette, and your no less vigorous
editorial on McGovern in the same issue. God rest their

fiolitical
souls, and may they continue to be dead for a long,

ong time. I am anxious to hear whether Assemblyman Dr.
Powell is also among the slain. I hope to-day's Milwaukee
papers will show the details all over the state, and I shall keep
my eye on them, and especially on the News.

A. J. Wilson.
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Of course they had the greatest interest in the composition
of the legislature, and to show how vigilant they were as far
as their own particular interests are concerned a portion of a
letter by Wilson to the Reinhardts, dated Aug. 24, 1906, is
herewith given :

Now I want to dwell a little on how you could proceed to get
pledges from candidates for the state legislatures of the various
states where we are interested.

In Minnesota the Dispatch could send a circular letter to
every editor in the state. In Wisconsin the Milwaukee papers
might unite in a joint letter, or one or more of them might
unite together or act through their Daily Newspaper Asso
ciation. In Illinois, I think, it might be managed out of
Chicago through the Chicago papers and in Iowa you would
have to have it done through one or more of the Des Moines
papers.

Each of these newspaper centers could appeal to each editor
in the state to call for a signed pledge if possible and in any
event a verbal pledge right now, or at any rate during Septem
ber to the following effect :"If elected to the legislature, I pledge myself to oppose and
work against and vote against any laws intended to abridge
the freedom of the press in either editorial or advertising
column.

("Signed) John Jones,
"Candidate."

The signing of this pledge all over the states by candidates
now when they need the editors' help would put the editors
in position to demand and command the services of these
legislators in opposing any effort to pass the Michigan law in
the other states.

A further insight into this activity as to the legislature in
Wisconsin is obtained from the following quotation taken
from a letter by Wilson to Dr. Flint and dated Oct. 2, 1906:

So far as the legislative situation is concerned, referring
more especially to candidates for the legislature to be elected
next month, I found that our friends, the newspapers, had
pretty thoroughly reorganized the state and have left out, by
retiring them in the primary canvass so that they are no longer
candidates for the legislature, nearly all of our known enemies
in the last legislature, in the assembly or lower house, like
Dr. Dinsdale, Dr. Powell, and one or two others; and so far
as Speaker Lenroot is concerned, who is decidedly unfriendly
to us, he bowled himself out by running for the gubernatorial
nomination and getting left.

It is more than likely that the speaker of the next house
will be one of the men who was our champion on the floor
of the assembly. Your experience in politics has long ago
informed you how very difficult it is for proposed legislation
to get by a speaker unfriendly to it. I should add that this
speaker, whom we hope to secure, is known to be in sympathy
with the newspaper side of our controversy. I met him again
and again when at Madison on the basis of friendly confidence
and good-will.

So much for the general political situation.

Determined efforts were also made by them not only to
interfere with the action of the Wisconsin Board of Med
ical Examiners, but also to dictate its composition. This was
due to the fact that the board had refused to license a Dr.
Flint from Chicago. This Dr. Flint is a rupture specialist
and a man who conducts the medical institute of the Rein
hardts in Chicago. Every effort was made to secure a license
for this man, and in order to influence certain members of
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the board an attempt was made to enlist the help of a judge
of one of the circuit courts of Wisconsin, whose brother
is a member of the board, in favor of Dr. Flint. Of course,
this effort utterly failed, but merely shows how extensively
these Reinhardts interested themselves in all public affairs
which could in any way affect their business.

THE PROCEEDINGS SO FAR

When the facts with reference to this alleged medical insti
tute, a brief outline of which has been given, were discov
ered after a long and arduous investigation, they were laid
before the attorney general of the state, and, after a careful
investigation of the law on the subject, this officer began an
action in the circuit court, restraining the corporation known
as The Master Specialist and the officers, stockholders and
managers of such corporation from continuing their unlawful
business. This action was brought under the provisions of
Section 3236 of the statutes, which provides that the attorney
general may bring an action restraining a corporation from
assuming or exercising any franchise, liberty or privilege or
transacting any business not authorized by its charter, and
restraining any individual from exercising any franchise,
liberty or privilege not granted a corporation by any law of
the state. A temporary restraining order was secured on the
complaint forbidding the corporation in question and its
officers and agents from continuing its business in any way.
This order was signed by the court Dec. 28, 1906, but it
appears that the Reinhardts had been kept well advised of
every move made by the authorities to restrain and prevent
their unlawful business. After all of the relatives of the
Reinhardts, who resided in Milwaukee, had been induced to
leave the state, and all of the persons who it was supposed
by them might furnish evidence against them had likewise
been removed from the state, then F. A. H. Reinhardt
appeared in Milwaukee and process was served on him in
the civil action just mentioned, and he was also arrested for
a conspiracy with his brothers and one A. J. Wilson to
defraud the public generally.

It is needless to state that the twin brothers had left the
state immediately on learning of the injunction issued by the
circuit court, and have remained outside of the jurisdiction-
of our courts ever since. Shrewd and skilful attorneys were
retained to defend the Reinhardt who had submitted to the
processes of our court, and a determined fight was made in
the circuit court to vacate the temporary restraining order,
and after a large number of hearings and considerable argu
ment the temporary restraining order was modified in some
particulars, but the substance thereof was continued in force.



125

EVADING THE LAW

Notwithstanding the comprehensiveness and positiveness of
the original temporary restraining order, F. A. H. Reinhardt
attempted to carry on and continue the business of the insti
tute in a roundabout way. For this conduct he was brought
before the court for contempt, and after an extensive hearing
and the taking of oral testimony the court found him guilty
of such contempt and fined him $150 and costs. After an
amended complaint had been prepared and served on him, on
which another temporary restraining order was issued, and
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before the matter thus raised could be heard before the court,
the alleged stockholders of the corporation known as The
Master Specialist apparently passed a resolution dissolving
said corporation and filed such dissolution with the secretary
of state and recorded it with the register of deeds for Mil
waukee County. The corporation known as the Wisconsin
Medical Institute had gone through the same process of
apparent dissolution before the action herein referred to could
be begun by the service of the papers on the defendants. It
seems that there was another corporation in existence known
as the State Medical Institute, but this corporation had never
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been thoroughly and fully organized, and a resolution of dis
solution of this corporation was also filed and recorded.

By these moves it was expected that all the actions against
these corporations by the state would have to be dropped,
and the Reinhardts, in some way, might again take up their
alleged medical business and continue conducting a so-called
medical institute. The court, after examining the law on the
subject, decided that the civil actions would have to be dis
missed, and they were dismissed with costs against the
defendants. The state, however, gained this advantage in
these injunctional proceedings, namely, that it made it
impossible for the Reinhardts to conduct an alleged medical
institute under the guise of a corporation with its officers
and directors non-resident, and thus leave no responsible
party within the jurisdiction of the state who could be held
liable for any unlawful acts done by them in connection with
their institute. They were now compelled to conduct an
alleged medical institute under the management of some
person whose name was known or could be easily learned
and who could, in case of unlawful acts on their part, be
brought before the courts and held responsible therefor.

Criminal proceedings were also instituted as the result of
this investigation. The investigation herein referred to was
instituted by the Wisconsin Board of Medical Examiners and
conducted by its attorney. After a consultation with the dis
trict attorney of Milwaukee County a complaint for con
spiracy to defraud was issued against Willis F., Wallace A
and F. A H. Reinhardt and A. J. Wilson. It appears that
the officer employed by the Wisconsin Board of Medical
Examiners to investigate and secure evidence against the
Reinhardts was also in their employ and consequently they
were kept thoroughly posted as to every move made by the
authorities against them. Consequently when the summons
was issued in the civil action and the warrant in the criminal
action the Reinhardts had all disappeared and gone beyond
the jurisdiction of the State of Wisconsin. Jan. 19, 1907,
F. A. H. Reinhardt came to Milwaukee and the civil process
was then served on him and he was arrested on the criminal
warrant. After a good many delays the case against him was
finally called for trial in the district court of Milwaukee, and
after a two weeks' trial and twenty-four witnesses had testi
fied he was found guilty of the charge brought against him
and fined $500 and the costs. He immediately appealed from
this conviction to the municipal court of Milwaukee County,
where the case is now pending.

THE LAW'S DELAYS

Determined efforts were made to secure the extradition of
the two twin brothers, Willis F. and Wallace A. Reinhardt,
who were at St. Paul, Minn., and to bring them into Wis
consin for trial. An extradition warrant was issued by the
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governor of Wisconsin to the governor of Minnesota, and
after a long contest before the latter he ordered the surrender
of the two Reinhardts. These two then instituted habeas
corpus proceedings before a court in St. Paul, and, although
the office of the attorney general of Minnesota did all that
could be done there to defeat these habeas corpus proceed
ings, they were nevertheless discharged, and hence could not
be brought to Wisconsin.

At the time these proceedings were pending in St. Paul a
request was made to have the attorney for the board come to
St. Paul and assist in securing the return of these two Rein
hardts. But because the board had absolutely no funds at
its disposal to pay for the necessary expenses to send its
attorney to St. Paul the request could not be complied with.

After the circuit court had dismissed the civil proceedings
the Reinhardts immediately opened their alleged medical
institute again at the old place under the name of "The Wis
consin Medical Institute (not inc.)." This, of course, is a
gross and very apparent deception and circumvention of the
law, and under our law as it now stands the state is help
less to prevent such deception and circumvention. F. A. H.
Reinhardt inserted an advertisement signed by "The Wiscon
sin Medical Institute (not inc.)" For this advertisement he
was arrested on the charge of holding himself out as a physi
cian without having a license to do so. On this charge he was
tried in the district court of Milwaukee and convicted and
fined $50 and costs. He had likewise appealed from this
conviction to the municipal court.

Since the date of this last conviction advertisements for a
time appeared in several of the daily papers of Milwaukee
under the name of the Wisconsin Medical Institute (not inc).
In these advertisements it was stated that the institution was
under the management of Dr. Emmons, one of their
employees, a broken-down physician, much inclined to intoxi
cation. The advertisements were exceedingly mild when com
pared with those that formerly appeared, but apparently
remained within the letter of our present law as to obscene
medical advertising.

The appeal of Frank A. H. Reinhardt from the conviction
in the district court came on for trial in the municipal court
during February, 1908, before a jury. After a long and bit
ter trial lasting ten days, the jury promptly convicted him
and he was again fined $500 and the costs of the prosecu
tion. This fine and costs amounted to $2,271.95. From this
judgment he appealed to the supreme court of the state. At
about this time a second criminal action for gross fraud and
common law cheat was instituted against these Reinhardts
and another attempt was made to extradite the twin brothers
from St. Paul. On account of the continued absence from
the state of Governor Johnson, this application was delayed
several months.
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The criminal proceedings that issued in the conviction oi
Frank A. H. Reinhardt were based on the provisions of Sec
tion 4568, which provides a punishment for a common law
conspiracy. This punishment, however, is mefely a fine of
$500 or imprisonment in the county jail for one year. These
people do not care for fines as long as they are not imprisoned
and their business is not exterminated.

The second prosecution on which it was attempted to extra
dite the twin brothers from St. Paul a second time is
based on the provisions of Section 4430. The punishment
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provided by this section is very severe, comparatively, the
maximum being a four years' imprisonment" in the state
prison.

. Before the civil and criminal proceedings were instituted
a considerable amount of documentary and other evidence
came into the hands of the attorneys for the state through
the police department and an old employee of the Reinhardts.
In order to destroy the effect of this evidence, or, perchance,
compel its return, in July, 1907, an action was brought by
Wallace. A. Reinhardt as plaintiff, against District Attorney
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McGovern, his assistant, Mr. Backus, one Jacob Schultz, Drs.
P. H. and J. J. McGovern and the attorney for the board,
for the conversion of this evidence claimed by them as prop
erty and judgment was demanded for $6,879.15, the alleged
value of this property. In the fall of 1907 this action was
dismissed by the plaintiff, and immediately thereafter another
action for the same cause and for the same amount was
brought against Mr. Umbreit alone in the U. S. Court for
the Eastern District of Wisconsin. Practically all of this
evidence was in the manual possession of the attorney for
the board, and the most determined efforts were made to
force a successful issue for the plaintiff in this case and thus
intimidate the agents for the state and possibly prevent any
further proceedings against the Reinhardts.

In addition to the witnesses called at the first trial of
Frank A. H. Reinhardt, a number of new witnesses were
found who testified at the second trial. Since said second
trial a number of other witnesses have volunteered to tell
their tales of woe.

THE PROFITS OF SCOUNDRELISM

These people have unlimited means at their disposal. Dur
ing the years when they were running at full speed, and
their advertisements were accepted and published, no matter
how obscene, and their manner of business had not been
interfered with by the government authorities, these Rein
hardts received at least $100,000 yearly in net returns from
their medical institute business. It was for this reason that
such a determined fight was made by them to prevent a
conviction of any serious offense and an extermination of
their business.

An attempt has been herein made merely to give the brief
est abstract of the frauds committed by these Reinhardts,
of the injury done to the people of this state and of the
methods used by them to fleece our people and fill their coffers.
The question presented to the authorities was whether such
flagrant methods could or could not be reached by our laws
and whether these people could openly defy not only the
whole of the honorable profession of the practice of medicine
in Wisconsin, but also the laws of the state and the authori
ties who are charged with the duty of enforcing these laws
simply because they have unlimited means, while the means
at the disposal of the authorities especially charged with the
execution of the laws are exhausted.

The final settlement of the case was consummated on
July 13, 1908, when Mr. Killilea, attorney for the Reinhardts,
signed the stipulation and agreement formulated by the
attorney for the state board and district attorney for Mil
waukee County. This stipulation provides :

l.^That Frank A. H. Reinhardt pay the judgment entered
in the municipal court of Milwaukee County to the amount



130

of $500 and costs, and that the writ of error sued out by him
and pending in the Supreme Court of the state of Wisconsin
be dismissed.

2. That'the district attorney for Milwaukee County dismiss
the criminal action pending in the District Court of the
county against A. J. Wilson, Willis F. and Wallace A.
Reinhardt.

3. That the request for the extradition of Wallace A. and
Willis F. Reinhardt be recalled.

4. That the complaint against Frank A. H. Reinhardt on
charge of unlawfully practicing medicine be dismissed.

5. That the civil action against A. C. Umbreit, attorney for
the state board, be dismissed.

6. That Wallace A. Reinhardt, Willis F. and Frank A. H.
Reinhardt do not engage in the state of Wisconsin in any
medical practice or medical business whatever, directly or
indirectly, either individually or jointly under the names or
designation of any medical institute or corporation, except
that Wallace A. is not prevented from practicing individually
in Wisconsin under his existing license.

The termination of this interesting and hard fought case is
satisfactory so far as the Wisconsin State Board of Medical
Examiners is concerned in that this board has done its duty
in protecting the people of Wisconsin against rank imposition
and quackery. There is nothing, however, to prevent this
delectable family group from going into other states in which
the laws, perhaps, are less rigid or the board is less ener
getic and again engaging in their contemptible work. The
testimony in the case shows that persons attracted by the
deceptive and misleading advertisements of these men, who
placed themselves in their hands in the hope of regaining
their health, were deceived, lied to and fleeced of alt the
money which could be obtained from them and were finally
cast aside when wrung dry. Such a history and such possi
bilities of deceptions are a disgrace to the civilization and
the legal system of any state. The green-goodsman and the
confidence man, if detected in a single fraudulent transaction,
are sent to the penitentiary. The thief who takes a few dol
lars worth of property is sent to the jail or the workhouse,
but the fraud and the faker who, masquerading under the
name of "doctor," not only fleeces his victim of his money but
often robs him of health in return, enjoys his filthy gains
without hindrance and, if prosecuted by the proper authori
ties, is regarded by the public as the victim of persecution
and in the end is able to compromise on the sole condition
that he leave the state and agree not to defraud the people
of that state any longer. An exactly similar arrangement
would be one in which a crowd of safe-blowers, after pub
licly carrying on their depredations for years, would finally
agree with the state authorities, if all prosecution was aban-

^ k.
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cloned and if they were allowed to enjoy unmolested the
profits of their thievings, to steal no more from the people
of that state.

The Wisconsin Board of Medical Examiners is to be com
mended for the persistency with which it has followed up
this case. It is hoped that all the state boards will take
cognizance of the details so that a repetition of the career
of the Reinhardts in any other state may be impossible. —
(From The Journal A. M. A., Act. 3, 1908.)
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"NOSTRUMS and QUACKERY"
[Second Edition]

For some years The Journal of the American Medical Association has
published articles dealing with quackery and the "patent medicine" evil.
While the claims and methods of the medical fakers have been investigated
and exposed by The Journal, the Association's chemists have analyzed
the various preparations -put out by these concerns and thus made plain
the spectousness of their claims.

All this and much additional matter has been brought together, elaborated
and freely illustrated to make the book Nostrums and Quackery. It was
published in the belief not only that the information ought to go to the
public, but also that the public desired just such information. The best
evidence that this belief was justified was the necessity of issuing a second
edition in less than a year. The second. (1913) edition is larger by two
hundred pages and has more than one hundred additional illustrations.
Much entirely new matter was added and a large portion of the material
that appeared in the first edition was brought down to date. The dis
tinguishing features of Nostrums and Quackery are the thoroughness with
which the work has been done and the accuracy of the information it gives.
It has an index that makes it a veritable "Who's Who in Quackaom."
Some of the subjects are:

Advertising Specialists Drug Cures
Cancer Cures Mail-Order Concerns
Consumption Cures Mechanical Fakes

. Deafness Cures Medical Institutes
Asthma Cures Hair Dyes
Baby Killers Headache Cures
Diabetes Cures Miscellaneous Nostrums
Confidence of Quacks Testimonials

This book is issued in a permanent and attractive form, bound in green
cloth, stamped in gold. More than 700 pages. Over 300 illustrations.

Price, $1.00

The Great American Fraud
By Samuel Hopkins Adams

Articles on the nostrum evil and quacks. Fully illustrated. Reprinted
from Collier's. Three series under one cover.

Among the subjects discussed are: Preying on the Incurables, Miracle
Workers, Sure Cure, The Specialist Humbug, the "Patent Medicine"
Conspiracy Against the Freedom of the Press, Patent Medicines Under
the Pure Food Law, Peruna, Swamp Root, etc.

[Fifth Enlarged Edition]
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Prepared end Issued by the Propaganda Department of The Journal
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[Price, 10 cents]

This is a collection of quoted opinions from newspapers and
magazines on the subject of the nostrum evil and quackery. The
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EDUCATIONAL POSTERS
ON THE NOSTRUM EVIL AND QUACKERY

The Propaganda for Reform Department of The Journal has
prepared a series of educational posters on the subject of
quackery and the nostrum evil. The placards measure 22 inches
by 28 inches and are printed on a good grade of nonglossy bond
paper. They sell for 25 cents each (postage extra) or the com
plete set of thirty-three posters will be sent postpaid for $7.
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29.—Some "Deafness Cures."
30.—Capitalizing the Fears of the Expectant Mother.
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