FOREWORD :

As a general rule, the name of the man who is
engaged in conducting a fraudulent medical mail-
order concern, does not appear in connection with
the scheme. The owner commonly employs shrewd
lawyers to go over the advertising matter, “form-
letters” and general “come-on” paraphernalia with
the object of enabling him so to disguise his scheme
as to evade the law. Doing an interstate business, his
amethods, generally, can be successfully prevented only
through the action of the federal government. For
some years past, the United States postal authorities
have done wonderfully efficient service in protecting
the public against these mail-order medical fakers.
Great credit is due the postal inspectors who investi-
gate such concerns. Their task is largely a difficult
and a thankless one for in the majority of instances
the public knows nothing of the splendid work accom-
plished in this direction. Moreover, the exploiters of
some of these frauds possess no little political influ-
ence and cases are on record in which the official posi-
tions of members of congress have been used in the
interests of the medical mail-order faker and against
the work of the post-office department.

Judge W. H. Lamar, the Solicitor of the Post Office
Department, has done much valuable work in prepar-
ing and submitting to the Postmaster-General the
various memoranda based on the postal inspector’s
reports. The articles that follow are in many instances
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based on Judge Lamar’s repbrts, much of the matter
being quoted in full from the official memoranda.
Founded on_falsehood, maintained by deceit, depen-
dent on ignorance — mail-order medical fakers are
concerned only with the commercializing of suffering.
In place of the knowledge of the family physician,
they offer only an ignorance that is as dense as it is
dangerous; for the kindly personal interest of the
home doctor, they substitute a set of “form-letters”;
instead of the confidential and private consideration
of the patient’s infirmities, the mail-order quacks give
them all the publicity of a large corps of mailing clerks
and finally sell the patients’ letters to others in the
same business; in place of an individualized treat-
ment, they prescribe stock pills and tablets of the
cheapest and least reliable kind — instead, in fact, of
treating the patient as a suffering, human entity, the
victim of sickness is a mere customer in whom the
quack is interested only to the extent of the length of
his Iiurse or the ease with which he may be swindled.
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BRINKLER—“FOOD EXPERT”

G. H. Brinkler of Washington, D. C., has for some time
been advertising as a “food expert” and “food specialist.”
His business was conducted on the mail-order plan. He sold
no foods but purported to sell expert advice on dieting. In
effect, Brinkler pretended to treat and cure any disease by
prescribing a particular diet for the individual suffering from
that disease.

Brinkler is neither a physician, a pharmacist nor a chemist
yet, until the federal authorities put him out of business, he
obtained money from people for opinions that he expressed
on medicine, pharmacy and chemistry. Brinkler, as a quack,
sold worthless advice instead of drugs. In the hearings
before the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce,
Dr. L. F. Kebler, Chief of the Division of Drugs of the
Bureau of Chemistry, U. S. Department of Agriculture,
referred to the fraudulent business carried on by G. H. Brink-
ler. Dr. Kebler said:

“Through published advertisements and otherwise this
party enters into correspondence with the sick and the well
and by specious promises induces them to purchase letters
of advice pertaining to diet. He represents that the advice
given in these letters, if followed, will effect a cure of all
diseases, including cancer, Bright’s disease, diabetes, etc.,
and that it will bring about and maintain a permanent state
of good health.”

Dr. Kebler, after quoting a number of extracts from
Brinkler’s “literature” to illustrate the nature of the claims
made by this quack, continued:

“No one acquainted with the disease or diseased conditions
involved would make such representations. According to his
own statement, Mr. Brinkler, the promoter of this scheme, is
neither a physician, a pharmacist nor a chemist. It would,
therefore, appear that these claims and representations are
made for the purpose of misleading and deceiving the public.”

BUTTER THE CAUSE OF DEAFNESS!

Brinkler’s advertisements were usually headed “Popular
Educational Food Campaign,” and were so arranged as to
give the impression that Brinkler himself was connected with
some department of the government. His claims and state-
ments indicate that the fraudulence of his operations was
exceeded only by his ignorance of the subject in which he
professed to be a specialist. According to Brinkler, certain
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foods cause tumors, cough and “catarrh”; too much cream,
butter and cheese may produce deafness and discharging ears;
some foods “make one Nervous, Shy and Low-Spirited,”
others produce “the finest -quality of Vitality, Electricity,
Magnetism or Intelligence.”

In his advertising, Brinkler urged that ten cents be sent
for his ‘“valuable instructive booklet” entitled, “The New
Brainy Diet System.” The inference was that this booklet
would give valuable advice on diet; as a matter of fact, it
was merely an advertising pamphlet devoted to the further
exploitation of Brinkler and his alleged system. A large
part of the pamphlet consisted of testimonials of the usual
type, and those familiar with the literature of quackery will
not be surprised to learn that one of the testimonials was
from Willard H. Morse, M.D., F.S.Sc. (Lond.), that prolific
producer of fake analyses and worthless testimonials. It
appeared in the form of a “report” to the “Society of Science,
Letters and Arts of London”—a “society” to which many
quacks belong, the “fellowship” costing only one guinea
($5.00). “Fellows” of the “society,” may append the letters
“F.S.Sc. (Lond.)” to their names, and this makes a valuable
advertising asset with which to impress the ignorant.

In addition to testimonials, Brinkler employed the tactics
common to quacks, especially that of attempting to frighten
his prospective victims. “REMEMBER MY ADDRESS IN THE HOUR
OF APPROACHING DEATH,” he grewsomely suggested in large,
black-faced type. Every booklet sent out by Brinkler con-
tained a “Question List” blank. This was to be filled out
by the recipient and sent back to Brinkler with $1.00. Those
who sent the dollar with the filled-oyt blank received a
letter stating that the various ailments described on the
blank were due to improper diet. No advice was given, how-_
ever, as to what constituted correct diet, but Brinkler stated
that he would give advice regarding the correct diet to use in
the case on the receipt of $40, $60 or $75, as the case might
be. :

THE GOVERNMENT PROTECTS THE PUBLIC

The investigation of Brinkler’s fraudulent business by the
government officials is interestingly described in the memo-
randum addressed to the Postmaster-General by the Solicitor
of the Post-Office Department, Judge W. H. Lamar, and
recommending the issuance of a fraud order against Brink-
ler. On May 22, 1914, Brinkler was called on to show cause
on or before June 2, 1914, why a fraud order should not be
issued against him. A continuance until June 15, 1914, was
granted at the request of Brinkler's attorney, Nathan B.
Williams of Washington, D. C. On that date, the hearing of
the charges commenced and continued for ten days. Attor-
ney Williams was assisted by Fred B. Rhodes, another
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Washington attorney, who acted as associate counsel for
Brinkler. After the hearing, Brinkler was allowed three
weeks in which to file a brief which, when filed, was sup-
plemented later by an additional brief and further evidence.
The Solicitor for the Post-Office Department reviewed all the

A typical advertisement of Quack Brinkler. The original occupied
forty-four square inches.

evidence and papers in the case and reported the matter in
part as follows:

“The business of Mr. Brinkler is conducted through, and
by means of, the United States mails. His advertisements
appear in a large number of magazines of general circula-
tion, and are all substantially to the same effect.”
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A typical advertisement was then quoted and attention
called to some of the phrases contained in it. The report
continues :

“The use of the expressions ‘Popular Educational Food
Campaign,” ‘Official Investigating Committee,’ and ‘Food
Expert, Dept. 21E, [the ‘key number’ of the advertisement]
Washington, D. C.;’ is calculated to lead the reader to believe
that the advertiser is connected in some way with the govern-
ment, and that many persons are induced to remit ten cents
for the booklet advertised under this belief is shown by
the evidence. The booklet entitled ‘The New Brainy Diet
System,” which is sent to those induced to remit ten cents
to the advertiser, does not contain an exposition of the
‘new brainy diet system,” or give the purchaser any practical
advice on diet, as the advertisement would lead one to
believe, but is made up of matter advertising the system and
Brinkler’s alleged knowledge and ability. It consists of 48
pages, 28 of which contain nothing but alleged extracts from
testimonials.”

SOME OF BRINKLER'S CLAIMS

Then followed many quotations from the booklet to show
the character of the matter it contained. These are a few
of the quotations:

“The many ills flesh is supposed to be ‘heir to’ are simply the result
of malassimilation of food materials, causing rebellion of the organs
of the body against overwork in some cases, and insufficient nourish-
ment in others.”

“The cure of disease, therefore, lies in correcting the lack of pro-
portionality—restoring the balance—by rearranging the diet so that the
unsuitable preponderating elements are reduced and the neglected
necessary elements are increased.”

“The severest cases of vitiated Blood Diseases, congested organs, any
kind of cold, fever, or nervous complaint, etc., can be cured by a
judiciously selected diet.”

“GALL StoNnes are dissolved and expelled by correct foods without
an operation.”

“APPENDICITIS, which is the result of inflammatory conditions due
to wrong foods, is permanently cured by proper foods, without an
operation. Urgency instructions by wire when necessary.”

“Coughing, expectoration, blood-spitting and night-sweats have been
cured within a few weeks in some cases.”

““CANCER, which is not a living thing as many suppose, but an accumu-
lation of decomposed matter, the products of unassimilable waste ele-
ments which the excretory organs have failed to eliminate and which
the person has been unable to turn into healthy tissue—is dissolved,
dispersed and expelled downwards through the excretory organs by
curative foods.”

“DEVELOPING THE VoICE. There are special foods which will develop
the voice when rightly combined and proportioned with other foods to
suit the individual, according to the principles of the Brainy Diet
System.”

““ADULTS SHOULD LEARN HOW TO CONTROL THEIR SEXUALITY BY CORRECT
FOODS IN DAILY USE.”

“MARRIED WOMEN SHOULD LEARN LOW TO REGULATE THEIR FAMILIES
BY CERTAIN FOODS IN DAILY USE.”
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The report then continues:

“The ‘Official Investigating Committee’ referred to in the
advertisement and also in the booklet as having ‘certified to
each case’ consists of a number of notaries public whom Mr.
Brinkler employed for the purpose of going over the original
testimonials and comparing them with the printed extracts
therefrom, and the certification, it is admitted by the respon-
derit, was not to the truth of the statement of the testimonials,
but only to the fact that such extracts were correct copies of
original letters.”

SOME CASES SUBMITTED TO BRINKLER

“In the investigation of this case the inspectors, using
assumed names, filled out six of the symptom blanks and
sent them together with a dollar to Mr. Brinkler for the
advice offered, with the results described below.

“Under the name and address F. G. Harris, Pocomoke
City, Maryland, a symptom blank was sent to Mr. Brinkler
in which symptoms were given as follows:

“17. Alcoholic or malt liqguors? Some. How much? Formerly drunk
beer, not much. .

“18. Tobacco? Yes. How much? Smoke average 3 or 4 cigars a day.

“20. Sleep well? Sometimes.

“21. Describe any discomfort after meals? Don’t eat much—Don’t
seem hungry. Sour, watery or windy rising from the stomach? Some-
times.

“22. Biliousness? Sometimes. Vomiting? Yes. Dizziness? Occasion-
ally. Floating specks? Sometimes. Drowsiness? Yes. Coated tongue?
Yes. Pimples? Yes.

“23. Condition of bowels, character of the feces? Mostly loose, mushy.
Any special sensation after an action? Fatigue.

“24. Pain or soreness across back? Yes, more or less. Clear urine?
Reddish. Frequent malodorous urination? Yes.

“25. Does your heart miss beats? Sometimes. Frequent palpitation?
Yes. Fainting, smothering sensation?! Sometimes.

“26. Pain under shoulder blades? Yes. In chest? Yes. Right side?
Yes. Left side? Yes. Coughing? Some. Much expectoration? Some.
Expectorated matter float in water? Yes. Hoarseness or weakness of
voice? Yes. Night sweats? Sometimes, How offen? About weekly. Fever?
Some. Very pale face? Yes.

“28. Condition of skin? Have more or less pimples. Duration of
trouble? Have not been well for five years. (Men). Involuntary losses
or emissions during urination (indicated often by drops of thick liquid
after urine has passed out)? During sleep? Sometimes. How often?
Used to be about 4-6 weeks. How many years? 3 or 4.

“31. Are you nervous? Yes. Describe it. Jumpy, irritable.

“32. Headaches? Yes. What part of the head? All over.

““33. What is your principal trouble? 1 can’t tell, doctors don’t agree.
How long have you suffered? 5 years.

Further Remarks: 1 have not been well for more than five years and
have answered your questions the best I can and wish you would
please give me your opinion for which I am sending a dollar. I have
traveled around consulting doctors and get worse the more of them I
see, until I am disgusted. I cain meet any reasonable expense if you
can cure me, and this like lots of other times seems to me to be the
last effort I’ll make. What’s the use? Resp’y, F. G. Harris.”

“In reply to this symptom blank ‘Mr. Harris’ was advised
that ‘my careful consideration has been given to your report
of recent date in which you mention digestive disturbances
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with pains under shoulder-blades, in right side, in heart
region, irregular heart action and fainting, smothering, sensa-
tion, coughing, expectoration and hoarse, weak voice, symp-
toms of liver disorder, kidney derangement, night losses,
night sweats, nervousness, irritability and headache.” Each
of these conditions is then taken up in turn and the addressee
advised that they are the result of an improper diet. No
practical advice is given as to the proper diet for these con-
ditions; but Mr. Brinkler states that he ‘will undertake your
case for sixty ($60) prepaid, giving my advice in three
letters to be claimed within a year,’ that ‘the first consulta-
tion letter would be complete for your present condition, and
that ‘I wish to impress upon you that you are not paying for
an experiment but for a permanent cure when you learn
correct combinations of food, and that you will receive con-
tinuous benefits from this knowledge” When the $60 was
not forthcoming, another letter was sent the prospective
patient urging a remittance in which he was advised that
‘I am positive that our food system will give you extra
vitality and cure your complaints.”

Under the name of E. M. Richardson, a symptom blank
was filled out purporting to come from a man who com-
plained of no ailment but declared that he had involuntary
emissions perhaps once a month. To quote further:

“‘Mr. Richardson’ was advised that ‘my careful considera-
tion has been given to your report of recent date in which
you mention: emissions as your principal symptom, that
these emissions are caused by an improper diet, that they
would be ‘completely cured on a digestible brainy diet’ and
that ‘I will undertake your case for fifty ($50) prepaid.

“Under the name and address Walter Hadsel, Lansdale,
Pennsylvania, symptoms were given as follows:

“3. Age. 58.

“4. Height in inches? 70. Weight (disrobed)? 130. Do you wish
to increase? Yes. (Occupation)? Is the exertion for a short time in
the day or continuous? .Not able to work.

“20. Sleep well? No.

“21. Describe any discomfort after meals? Terrible pain in the
stomach after eating. Sour, watery or windy rising from the stomach?
Often.

*22. Biliousness? Yes. Sick headaches? No. Vomiting? Yes.
Dizziness? Sometimes. Coated tongue? Yes. Yellowness of the
whites of the eyes? Yes.

“23. Condition of bowels, character of the feces? Generally all right,
irregular.

“24. Pain or soremess across back? Someiimes. Frequent palpita-
tion? Sometimes. Fainting, smothering sensation? Sometimes.

“26. Pain under left side? Yes. Very pale face? Yes and yellowish.

““28. Condition of the skin? Not clear.

“31. Are you nervous? Yes. Describe it. Irritable and depressed.

“33. What is your principal trouble? Pain in stomach and vomiting.
How long have you suffered? About six or seven months.

“34. Any other symptoms? Thin and weak, suffer awfully with my
stomach.

“36. Appetite poor, irregular or good? Poor.

“37. Specify food you are taking. Can’t eat much of anything.

Further remarks: 1 suffer awfully with vomiting after eating and
terrible stomach pairs more or less all the time. Sometimes I vomit
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up a little blood; I can’t eat hardly anything. I am thin and awfully
weak and will do anything to get well. Do you think you can make
me that way?

“‘Mr. Hadsel’ was told ‘my careful consideration has been
given to your report of recent date in which you mention:
severe pains in stomach after eating, vomiting, with blood,
gas, biliousness, dizziness, incomplete bowel action, ner-
vousness, msomma, extreme weakness, and that you are
under weight” Each symptom is ascribed to improper diet,
and the offer is made to ‘undertake your case for seventy-five
($75) prepaid’ The addressee is advised that ‘I wish to
impress upon you the fact that you are not paying for an
experiment but for a permanent cure when you learn the
correct combinations of foods,’ and in a subsequent letter
that ‘I am positive that our food system will give you extra
vitality and cure your complaints.’”

Under the name of “Hamil” a blank was filled out pur-
porting to describe a well-developed case of diabetes in a
boy of 15. In his reply, Brinkler declared the condition due
to improper diet and offered to effect a cure for $75 prepaid.
Another symptom blank was filled out under the name of
“Miss DuPont” describing a supposed case in which there
was painful and profuse menstruation and other symptoms
that might have been present in cases of fibroid tumor,
polypus, endometritis or even cancer of the uterus. Brinkler
in his reply advised “Miss Dupont” that she was suffering
from “painful and profuse menstruation”—which she herself
had admitted—and that her symptoms were due to improper
diet. He offered to cure her for $50.

“CURING” SYPHILIS BY DIET

A supposititious case of syphilis was described on still
another symptom blank under the name “H. L. Simcoe.”
Brinkler advises “Simcoe” that “proper diet” would relieve
this condition and offered to take the case for $75. He
claimed farther: “I am positive that my food system will
give you extra vitality and cure your complaints.”

The Solicitor’s report then continues:

“In each of the above tests it developed that the ‘analysis
and comments’ on the case for which the $1 was paid con-
sisted substantially of a statement that each symptom given
by the remitter was caused by incorrect eating and could be
relieved by following a course of diet prescribed by Mr.
Brinkler. That this advice is given in response to all symp-
tom blanks, no matter what symptoms are shown, was
admitted by the respondents. In other words, the return
made to the correspondent for his remittance is merely
another advertisement of Mr. Brinkler’s system. It is obvious,
therefore, that the blank has no function if the course there-
after offered for sale by Mr. Brinkler is not purchased, other
than to induce the correspondent to remit one dollar in the
belief that he is to obtain therefor an analysis of his
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particular complaints and advice based thereon, when in fact
the respondent intends only to reiterate the claims made for
his system in the booklet with which the correspondent is
already supplied and to quote a large fee for the practical
advice which the correspondent was expected to receive for
each remittance theretofore made by him.”

At Brinkler’s hearing the Post-Office Department had
the assistance of some well-known practicing physicians of
Washington, D. C. Quoting further:

“These physicians were shown the symptom blanks sent to
Mr. Brinkler by the inspectors and described above, and
they agreed that the symptoms therein stated were common
to a number of diseased conditions, and that it was impos-
sible to tell from which of these conditions they arose in the
cases in question. No evidence was offered by the respondent
to controvert this testimony. These physicians testified fur-
ther to the well-established fact that, as these different con-
ditions required different treatment, in the absence of a diag-
nosis it was impossible to formulate a correct treatment or
to tell whether improper food had caused, or a correct diet
would relieve, the symptoms complained of. They also
called attention to the fact that nightly emissions about once
a month, referred to in several of the cases, were in fact no
indication of disease at all, but a normal condition in a
healthy man. They also stated that diabetes in a child of 15
was practically incurable and that syphilis was only amen-
able to drug treatment. The symptoms given in the ‘Hadsel’
case, they testified, might have arisen from cancer or ulcer
of the stomach or a number of causes, and called for a
most careful personal examination and treatment. Those
given in the ‘Du Pont’ case would come from fibroid tumor,
a polypus, a cancer or endometritis, necessitating also a
most careful physical examination and perhaps an operation
in order to save the patient’s life.

“These doctors also testified that the extracts from the
booklet quoted above were misleading and in many instances
without foundation in fact whatsoever. This is obvious to
any one who had the slightest knowledge of medical science.
It is apparent from a consideration of these cases that the
purchaser of Mr. Brinkler’s treatment is not only defrauded
of the purchase price, but is subjected to the risk of grave
?arm in the postponement of proper treatment until too
ate.

GIRL CLERKS PRESCRIBE TREATMENT

“The evidence shows that G. H. Brinkler is not a doctor
and has had no education in medical subjects other than that
obtained by the average man. Practically all his knowledge
of dietetics has been obtained from reading a number of
books on the subject and intercourse with others engaged in
business similar to his own. He has in his employ a number
of girls none of whom have any knowledge of the subject
other than what he has told them. He has prepared a
so-called ‘model book’ containing paragraphs applicable to
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a large number of symptoms. These paragraphs ascribe each
symptom to improper food and state in substance that a
proper diet will cure or relieve them. He has another ‘model
book’ containing paragraphs prescribing a diet for the relief
of all these symptoms, from which the letters sent when the
course is purchased are made up. Unless a symptom not
covered in these models is given, the correspondence is
handled in an automatic way by the girl employees, one of
them underlining the symptoms given and another specifying
the paragraphs to be copied from the ‘model book’ in the
reply, and so on. The same symptoms always elicit the
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G. H. BRINKLER
FOOD EXPERT
WASHINGTON. D.C.

Frightening the victim is a method classic to quackery. Here is a
page (greatly reduced) from one of Brinkler’s publications in which
he attempts to play on the fears of the reader.

same reply, regardless of the cause of the symptoms. Every
case is accepted, no matter how serious the symptoms may
be; and while it was testified that where the prospective said
he had cancer, valvular heart trouble or any of a few other
critical conditions, the paragraph to the effect that the cor-
respondent ‘is not paying for an experiment but a permanent
cure’ was omitted, yet, if a reply is not received in a short
time, another letter goes out in which the sufferer is advised
that Mr. Brinkler is positive that his ‘food system will give
you extra vitality and cure your complaints.’
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“That wrong eating is a contributory cause in a great
many diseases is unquestionable, but it is equally unquestion-
able that there are other factors; and to pretend to cure all
diseases by the methods above described and with an utter
ignorance of the cause of the symptoms and a disregard of
all factors other than food and drink is to show a reckless
disregard for the welfare of the public, and can only be
ascribed to a deliberate intention to deceive and defraud.
This is clear from the evidence in the case.

BRINKLER'S CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE

“There are a number of complaints in this case showing
that many persons have been defrauded by the respondent.
The callous indifference of the promoter of this business to
the actual conditions of those induced to correspond with
him is well shown in the complaint of Mrs. Norris Williams
of Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, who was induced by the
advertising matter of Mr. Brinkler to telegraph him as
follows :

“ ‘Urgent case; acute pulmonary consumption, four weeks, both lungs.
101 fever. Serious hemorrhage month ago. Slight cough. Patient in
bed out of doors. Overgrown boy. Seventeen years, six feet. One
hundred forty weight. Intellectual type, athletic clerk. Feeling disten-
tion after meals. Some constipation from milk and egg diet. Kidneys
all right. Can afford $1.00 a day for food and get anything reason-
ably cooked. My husband died two months ago consumption so advise
most reasonable price for treatment. Wire price collect immediately
and I will telegraph money tomorrow. Letter follows.’

“Mr. Brinkler’s reply was as follows:
“ ‘Wire forty dollars for quick relief followed by complete course.’

“Thereupon Mrs. Williams wired $40 for the treatment
referred to, and received in reply instructions as to what
food should be given to the boy and what food should be
withheld from him. Shortly thereafter the boy was taken
to a sanatorium and died. Mr. Brinkler was informed of
this and of the destitute circumstances in which the mother
found herself, and urged to make a refund, which he declined
to do.

TESTIMONIALS (OF COURSE) FOR DEFENSE

“Mr. Brinkler in his defense filed a large number of
testimonials, in which the writers allege that they had been
cured of a number of different diseases by his treatment,
and also produced several witnesses who testified to the
same effect. From the evidence in the case, however, I am
satisfied either that the cure or relief reported was purely
imaginary or that the purchaser of the treatment was
deceived into ascribing to this system a recovery due in
reality to natural causes, or was misled by temporary relief
following a change of diet, or, if the sufferer was actually
cured in any case it was necessarily the result of chance, the
case being one in which the cause was actually a wrong diet
and the diet prescribed being by good fortune a proper one
for the case.
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“Counsel for respondent have submitted a motion that the
case be dismissed on a stipulation to the effect that hereafter
Mr. Brinkler will confine himself to the sale of diets for
various conditions and will not undertake to treat diseases
through the mails. The circumstances of this case are such,
however, that I believe the interests of the public can best
be served by the issuance of a fraud order, and I therefore
recommend that this motion be denied.

BRINKLER INDICTED

“Mr. Brinkler was, on August 7, indicted by the Federal
Grand Jury, sitting at Washington, for using the mails in
furtherance of a scheme to defraud, in the conduct of the
business described herein, and is now held in the sum of
$3,500 for trial.

“The postmaster at Washington reports that Mr. Brinkler
receives on an average 252 pieces of mail a day.

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money through
the mails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, repre-
sentations and promises, in violation of Sections. 3929 and
4041 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, and therefore
recommend that a fraud order be issued against G. H.
Brinkler, at 1322 Rhode Island Avenue, Washington, D. C.”

‘The fraud order was issued August 19, 1914.—(With addi-
tion from The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 3, 1914.)



GOLDBERG MEDICAL
COMPANY

This concern, which had its headquarters at Detroit, was
for some years conducted by Dr. Samuel Goldberg, but in
August, 1606, Goldberg sold a half interest in the business to
Dr. Herman Janss of Chicago. Investigation showed that, in
addition to Herman Janss and Samuel Goldberg, there was a

One of the pages of a four-page “Diagnosis Sheet” sent out by
Goldberg.

Dr. Peter Janss and a Dr. H. K. Smith employed by this com-
pany. The business was a mail-order treatment of “diseases
of men.” After incorporating under the title of “Dr. Gold-
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berg Medical Co."” and selling one-half interest to Janss, the
two owners arranged to have the Detroit business conducted
by employees. Goldberg saved from his transfer to the cor-
poration certain of his old business and this he transferred to
Cleveland, Ohio.

The post-office investigations showed that it was the practice
of the Goldberg concern to collect most exorbitant amounts
from patients, apparently taking advantage of the private
nature of the diseases the company was supposed to treat.
Patients were turned over by Goldberg to Smith for treatment.
Smith, it was found, was not authorized to practice medicine
in the State of Michigan and that while he claimed to be a
graduate of Louisville Medical College and to be licensed to
practice in Illinois and Indiana, yet he was unable to show
either a diploma or registration certificate to confirm his
statements.

The methods employed by this concern in “treating” its
victims were shown to be fraudulent and the Postmaster-
General issued a fraud order against it Dec. 5, 1906.—(From
“Nostrums and Quackery” Second Edition.)



INTERSTATE REMEDY
COMPANY

Readers of the less particular newspapers and magazines
are doubtless familiar with an advertisement which is headed
in bold type: “$3.50 Recipe Cures Weak Men—Free.” This
“free prescription” will be sent, so the advertisement says,
by a “Dr.” or, as it has sometimes appeared, “Mr.” A. E. Rob-
inson, Luck Building, Detroit, Mich. Investigation seems to
show that A. E. Robinson is the style adopted by one Andrew
Robinson, who some years ago was connected with a fraudu-
lent mail-order “men’s specialist” concern in Indiana known
as the “State Medical Institute.” Afterward he secured a
license to practice in Illinois and in 1904 he registered, by
reciprocity, in Michigan, Here he has been employed to act
as the stool-pigeon for a mail-order medical concern—the
Interstate Remedy Company. This company, advertising un-
der Robinson’s name, is incorporated and has the following
officers and directors:

Eowarp D. HavEs, President.
WiLLiam H. Bourke, Vice-President.
Henry F. CooN, Secretary and Treasurer.

ITS UNSAVORY PAST

The Interstate Remedy Company is a successor to the Dr.
Knapp Medical Company and the Dr. Raynor Medical Com-
pany. The Knapp and Raynor medical companies of Detroit
were two names for the same concern, which was put out
of business in 1904 by the government “for operating through
the mails a scheme or device for obtaining money or other -
property by means of false or fraudulent pretenses, represen-
tations or promises.” Not only did the Dr. Knapp Medical
Company operate a fraud, but it published such filthy news-
paper advertisements that some of them were declared to vio-
late the obscenity law.

“Dr. A. E. Robinson,” then, is the Interstate Remedy Com-
pany and the Interstate Remedy Company is Messrs. Hayes,
Bourke and Coon. These three men are, we understand, also
the officers and stockholders of another ‘“patent medicine”
fake, the Marmola Company. Marmola is an “obesity cure”
which has been advertised both by the “fake prescription”
method and also direct. According to various analyses, Mar-
mola depends for its action on the presence of thyroid
extract, a powerful and, in the hands of the public, a danger-
ous drug. .

The “$3.50 recipe,” which Robinson advertises that he will
send free, is said to be for “nervous debility, lack of vigor,
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weakened manhood, failing memory and lame back, brought
on by excesses, unnatural drains or the follies of youth
. . .” The close resemblance of this advertisement to the
dirty sheets put out by the “men’s specialist” quacks is appar-
ent. Those who answer the advertisement and ask for the
free “recipe” are sent a form-letter which is filled in, here and
there, to give it the verisimilitude of a personal communica-

BAPTIST RECORD.

Photographic reproductions (reduced) of the stock advertisement
sent out by the Interstate Remedy Company under the name of A. E
Robinson. One of these “lost manhood’” advertisements appeared
in the Police Gazette, the other in the Baptist Record. One would
expect to find this type of advertising in a sheet like the Police Gazette,
but in a religious weekly it seems disgustingly incongruous.

tion; they are also sent a booklet entitled “Rational Treat-
ment of Kidney and Bladder Diseases.”

THE FREE PRESCRIPTION
The “form-letter” states that the “free prescription” asked
for will be found on page 37 of the booklet. On the page
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mentioned there are to be found not one prescription but
three, designated respectively as Formulas Nos. 1, 2 and 3.

A study of these prescriptions reveals at once to the physi-
cian, although it is not evident to the public, that Formulas
1 and 2 each contain a “joker” in the form of a “patent med-

Photographic reproduction of an advertise-
ment of Dr. H. C. Raynor of the Dr. Ray-
nor Medical Company, which was declared
fraudulent by the federal authorities and put
out of business. The Raynor Medical Com-
pany was owned by the same individuals
that later operated the Interstate Remedy Co.

icine.” That is to say,
“Uriko!l” and “Kydnus”
are both secret prepara-
tions obtainable only
from the Interstate Rem-
edy Company and are
not kept in stock by the
druggist. This scheme of
operating what has been
called the “prescription
fake” dodge is a compar-
atively recent innovation
on the part of the Inter-
state Remedy Company.
Their older method con-
sisted in sending three
bona - fide prescriptions,
one of which called for
a drug (muirapuama)
which, while not pro-
prietary was unofficial.
It is perfectly natural,
however, that the men
who have worked the
Marmola  “prescription
fake” to such great
financial advantage
should have modified the
humbug so as to apply it
to another branch of
their medical frauds.

THE C. 0. D. HUMBUG

To go back to the
form letter: No matter
what excuse the prospec-
tive victim may have
given for writing, he is
told that his letter “in-
dicates that you need
the actual medicines at
once, also the best medi-

cal advice while you are using them.” To meet this
trumped-up indication, the .letter goes on to state:
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“For this reason and in order that there may be no loss of time,
also that it may be just as handy for you to get the remedies of this big
old-established company as of your druggist, I have shipped you to-day
one full and complete treatment as per the prescription enclosed by
Pacific Express, C. O. D. $3.50, which by the time this letter reaches .
you should be in your express office. I have prepaid the express
charges, also the charges for the return of the money to us, so that all
you are to pay is $3.50 only for the package.”

In some cases, the Interstate Remedy Company sends its
package of pills by mail instead of by express. If, in such
instances, the recipient of the pills does not send the $3.50,
he receives a long series of follow-up letters urging him to
remit. [Each letter is more insistent than its predecessor
until at last one arrives that purports to come from the firm’s
attorneys and threatens legal reprisal.

If the money is still not forthcoming,
another “lawyer letter” comes offering
to take one-half the amount of the bill!

If, on the other hand, the patient is

foolish enough to send $3.50, about a
week later he receives another letter—
printed so as to indicate a personal type-
written communication—telling him that
a month’s treatment is on the way and
will be delivered by the express company
on the payment of $6.00. Of course,
“$6.00 is a special price for a month’s
treatment, being one dollar less than two
fifteen-day treatments would cost if sent
separately.”

FORMULA A VARIABLE QUANTITY

Like most “patent medicine” fakes, the
formula of the preparations put out by
the Interstate Remedy Company changes
at the. whim of the manufacturer. The
claims made for, and the virtues as-
signed to, the wonderful remedies on
which the business is supposed to be
based remain more or less fixed ; but the A Marmola adver-
remedies themselves may never be twice tisement.
alike. The reasons for this condition of
affairs are not hard to seek. The printing of booklets,
follow-up letters, testimonials, etc., is by far the heaviest
item of expense to which the mail-order medical faker is
put. He hires, as a rule, shrewd but unscrupulous lawyers to
go over his “copy” so as to be reasonably sure that he has
kept just within the pale of the law. This also costs money °
and it is for these reasons that the most staple things about
the quack who reaches his victims through the mails are
the false claims, the lying promises and the. shrewdly con-
structed letters by which he persuades gullible ignorance to
part with its money.
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With the drugs that he uses, it is different. The cheapest
and least reliable products are chosen by the mail-order med-
ical faker! When a new order is placed for so many thou-
- sand pills, should the market price of one of the ingredients
that was previously used have gone up, another cheaper drug
is put in its place. Scientific accuracy, therapeutic efficiency,
common business honesty—these have no place in the diction-
ary of the mail-order quack.

Even the published formulas of the concerns presided over
by E. D. Hayes have undergone great changes in the last few
years. These may best be shown by arranging the ingredients
of the various formulas in parallel columns:

1904 1908 1911
Ext. Muirapauma Ext. Muirapauma Urikol
Ext. Saw Palmetto Ext. Triticum Powdered Ext. of Triticum
Ext. Nux Vomica Ext. Sumbul Potassium Nitrate
Zinc Phospate Ext. Quassia Juniper Oil
Ext. Damiana Ext. Damiana Kydnus
Black Indian Hemp  Ext. Saw Palmetto Calcium Hypophosphate
Ext. Nux Vomica Ext. Nux Vomica Calcium Lactophosphate
Ext. of Buchu Zinc Phosphid
Aloin Aloin Cascara Sagrada
Sugar Sugar Phenolphthalein
Blaud’s Mass Blaud’s Mass’
Licorice Licorice

Podophyllum

It will thus be seen that no serious attempt has been made
to keep even the published formula uniform. If these changes
have occurred in the published formula, the changes in the
actual composition may be imagined.

BLACKGUARDING THE DRUGGIST

Like most mail-order quacks, the Interstate Remedy Com-
pany does not like the druggist any more than it loves the
physician. While the Detroit concern states in its booklet
that Urikol and Kydnus may be obtained from any druggist
on special order, yet it would prefer “that you obtain them
from us direct, for several reasons.” One of the reasons is
that “the medicine should be in tablet form” and, of course,
the druggist does not know how to make tablets! Another
reason is that “there are a number of ingredients in each
of Formulas 1 and 2 and unless they are thoroughly mixed
together the synergizing effect is lost”” This “synergizing”
humbug will sound familiar to physicians who remember the
great stress that the purveyors of so-called ethical propr1e~
taries used to lay on this same point a year or two ago in
exploiting their wares. “Synergizing” has so long been a
favorite piece of clap-trap among the nostrum fraternity that
it is entirely fitting that the Interstate Remedy Company
should bring it into use.

But the vital reason that you should order Urikol and
Kydnus from Messrs. Hayes, Bourke and Coon, alias A. E.
Robinson, is that “a great many unscrupulous druggists try to
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deceive their customers into taking something they do not
want, and which may be a positive damage to you rather than
a benefit.” So the patient is warned that if he orders his
Interstate Remedy ‘“dope” through his local druggist he
should insist on the druggist giving him the empty packages
in which Kydnus and Urikol came!

WHAT ARE URIKOL AND KYDNUS?

To determine the composition of the prescription fakes in
Formulas 1 and 2, that is, Urikol and Kydnus, it was decided
to obtain specimens of these products direct from the Inter-

INTERSTATE REMEDY Co.

53.55-57 Farmer St. Detroit, Mich.

DR A E ROBINSON, .
Physicios i Chosgs.

Formula No. 1-

B Bxt. Gentianae Grs. 'Vﬁ s
Bxt. Nucis Vomicae Grs. i' s
Rxt. Sabvalis ars. X
Bxt. Damianae ars. XV
Zinocl Phosphidi Grs. % s

Misce et Ft. in pulveres, troohisoi aut
cachetes No. XV.

B1g: Take one after breakfast daily.

Pormula No. 2- Formula No. 8-
o
Ext. Muirapuamae Grs. XV Aloin Grs. 11 ss
.o .
Bxt, Tritiol ors. VIT es Saoohari Grs. VII ss
.o .
Ext. Sumbulis Grs. TIT ss Mass Blaud Grs. IV
. .
Ext. Quassiae ars. VIT ss Glyoyrrhisae Grs. VIT ss
Podophyl11 Grs 11 ss
Misce et Pt. pulvsres,trochisol Misce et Ft. in pulveres, troohisoi
aut oaohetes No. XV. , aut oachetes No. XV.
s1g: Take one after supper daily. 81g- Take one at bed time.
INTERSTATE REMEDY CO.,
53-66-67 Parmer Bt.,
Detroit, Mioh.

The Interstate Remedy Company used to send as its ‘‘free recipe”
three formulas which could actually be put up by druggists, provided
they carried in stock all of the drugs called for—a most unlikely sup-
position. Of course, the company even at that time sent a package
of pills by express C. O. D., simultaneously with the ‘free prescrip-
tions.” Above is a photographic reproduction (reduced) of the older
“free prescriptions.”

state Remedy Compz:y. Accordingly, a Chicago druggist
was asked to write direct to the Interstate Remedy Company
for an original package of Urikol and an original package of
Kydnus. This was done, but the Detroit concern, instead of
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sending what was ordered, tried to do what it has charged
druggists with doing, substitute, and sent one of its packages
of pills similar to the regular $3.50 C. O. D. “treatment.”
This the druggist returned and insisted that he wanted half-
ounce packages of Urikol and Kydnus, respectively. These

ey [—
DR. A. E. ROBINSON “0T”C
Gt smmeze PHYSICIAN IN CHARGE
[ermadgii INTERSTATE REMEDY CO.
LUCK BUILDING 538857 FARMER ST.
Dr AR r-8.1. -Ins. DETROIT, MICH2/7/11
::u' atre Chicago Il

Your letter has just arrived, and I am oenung‘yo\l without
delay the prescription you ask for in a book entitled "Rational Treat
rment of Kidney and Bladder Diseases® (page 37) published by the
Interstate Remedy Co., for whom I act as Consulting ician. I wish
you would read *he book carefully, m it iomoomotum
cost scientifio descripiion of kidney, bladder and llﬂllr{ troubles,
their causes and effects, that I hmve ever seen, and besides it
contains some very valuable advice upon the diet and personal hadits
of pufferers from these afflictions. I am convinced that by following
the instructions ocontained therein you -1.).). be able to oure yourself

oy esement in Happy wan' remedies
for the oure of weak kidneys —~—
1e indicates that you need the actusl medicines at °“:{u

Th:
and also the beet medical advice while you are using them. I
sure you would not have uritten for the recipe unless m 't

give the remedies an immediate trhl. For this reason and onur

that there may Ye no lo3s o tine, clso that nlqlbe, st as handy

for you to get t.ho mod!eo of O.hto bh , 01d established company as of
your druggist, QDA complete trestment

eripped yo

u per the yﬂuﬂttton unclond b acific ress C.0.0. $3.50,
abich by the time t:is lothr reachel yoU WoU] r

office. I have prep uxg: also or_the
return of the money to us, 80 zdlmmuwt. +50 only for
the package.

The medicine is shipped in & Plain sealed perael, st ia

billed utl:rehnu. ooutag From H. F. eoon..:m:“!:‘o}l: ; retary.
7] mﬂ 0! axpre: package
IEitod on the'ubbre date W E. T, , Detroit, tich., and billed
t.hrwyn Y.ho money department (not w the freight department).

.
tumz'::xmmrulmt!ntmufwuiorcou:u

toent you, for
TP yon 8 not care’to take the package we ‘et Bave 1t rﬂ.urn;d.
reasons for sending you these udiotmu seem good to ce and an advan-~

tage to you.
’ In the first place, you need the advice and attention of

1y experienc oh physioten while taking medioine for any form
of kidney, bladder or uﬁm‘ roudble, and I believe will agree

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of part of the first of a series
of ‘“form letters” sent to individuals who apply for the “free prescrip-
tion.” All of the letter is printed in imitation typewriting except the
parts around which lines have been drawn; these are filled in by means
of a typewriter so as to give the impression that the letter is a per-
sonal communication.

finally came and were turned over to the American Medical
Association laboratory for investigation. The Association's
chemists reported as follows:
LABORATORY REPORT

Urikol—The powder in the box labeled “Urikol” is green-
ish yellow in color and possesses an odor in which, among
others, that of buchu is most prominent. Quantitative analy-
sis yielded the following results:




25

Water-soluble matter ...... e 37.93 per cent.
Alcohol-soluble matter ............... 0.55 per cent.
Chloroform-soluble matter ........... 3.67 per cent.
Insoluble matter .................... 52.96 per cent.
Moisture .......iciiiiiiiiien 5.20 per cent.

Undetermined ................. 0.69 per cent.

100.00

The portion soluble in water contains what appears to be
sugar and some drug extracts, the most prominent appearing
to be buchu. The alcohol-soluble part has in general the
same properties as the water-soluble portion. The substance
soluble in chloroform was identified as hexamethylenamin.

” You are now well posted on the science of Kidaey
RATIONAL TREATMENT trouble and are as well able a3 a medical studest 1o decide
N-Ibc-iclthtndypmpuod.
What shall the treatment be? 1t our am to have you uaderstand everything about
this new method of treatment. Thes you will use # with
Here we have a loag Hat of and at the root
of oo e B e coabidence. The day 1 gone by when mysery had valee
To relicve the patiest we must have a remedy that in medicine.
will anedote this powon and‘then build wp the Ueoues o8 The full Urikol and Kydaws treatmest 1s s follows:
well Kydows and Urikol are not specific drugs but sre a
Such o remedy 1s the combined Urikol and Kydnus {{ combinstion of ow own
treatment. Formula No. 1.
Tts eflect om a case u ot omly to abate the pame and URIKOL . .. _. ... Y&
muenes. showmg &—du”.m"hu“miz Potasss Nitras .. ... .
helps to restore the L a . .
bealthy complexion. reduce the dropsy. regulate the bowels Pubvis Extractum Tritici . 15 ¢
and mcrease the appetite; proving that the whole system is Oleum Junpen ... 2 ma
being favorably affected. )
Ths n a complete Wreatment then, superor om its Formula No. 2.
face, we think. to any other you ever heard of; swpenor KYDNUS ... ... ... fie&
in another way, 100, for it w not harmful. Other advocated Caleii Hypophowhas . 7V g.
remedies are less mnocent.  They contain caffeine and mor- Cakii 7,/;:
phine, and ‘we warn you against them. At least, be careful Lactophosghas ... N
Dot 10 do more barm by unwise medication. You are safe
in choosng the Urikol and Kyduw treatment. It contams Formula No. 3
o morphine, opsm or caffene. We need not dwell on P. E. Rhameus Purshisna . 45 gr.
this, however, for we are gomg to tell you what it contains Phenolpthalen .. . . 15 g.
and you can see for yoursell. :
‘While iproving its harmless character W propose to
show you aleo why the Urikol asd Kydnus treatment pro- These sngredients are put up in a small clegant. taste-
duces such remarkable results less tablet, as easy 10 take as a bres.) sweetena
L] n

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of two pages of the book sent
in answer to the request for the free *“$3.50 recipe.” The “free recipe”
is shown on the right-hand page and consists of three formulas, two of
which contain “patent medicines”—Urikol and Kydnus—which can be
obtained only from the Interstate Remedy Company. In other words,
the offer of a “free recipe” is a mere catch-penny cheat.

The portion insoluble in the above solvents consists approxi-
mately of equal parts of starch and calcium carbonate. The
remainder of the powder is chiefly moisture. The presence of
alkaloids, arsenic or metals could not be demonstrated.

From these results it appears that the powder called Urikol
is essentially a small quantity of hexamethylenamin and some
drug extracts in a mixture of starch, sugar and calcium car-
bonate.
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Kydnus—The powder in the box labeled “Kydnus” is light
brown in color, possessing a taste and a slight odor of
hydrogen sulphid. Quantitative analysis yielded the follow-
ing:

Water-soluble matter ................ 38.75 per cent.
Dilute acid-soluble matter............ 27.20 per cent.
Concentrated acid-soluble matter..... 2.94 per cent.
Insoluble matter .............. . 28.08 per cent.
Moisture ..... ... 2.80 per cent.
Undetermined ..........ccovvivinnn 0.23 per cent.

100.00

The portion soluble in water consists of about 32 per cent.
sugar and the rest potassium and calcium sulphates. The
acid-soluble part consists of about 27 per cent. calcium car-
bonate and about 0.2 per cent. calcium sulphid. The portion
soluble in concentrated acid consists of iron equivalent to
about 3 per cent. ferric oxid. The residue insoluble in the
above solvents is practically entirely starch. The remainder
of the powder is chiefly moisture.

From these results it is concluded that Kydnus is essen-
tially a mixture of calcium carbonate, starch and sugar con-
taining a small quantity of calcium sulphid and iron.

As usual, of course, it is found that the nostrums used by
these quacks are drugs that are in common use by regular
physicians. It is the same old story: Well-known drugs
enveloped in a cloud of secrecy and mystery, endowed with
properties they do not possess and sold at a price enormously
in excess of their worth.

All of which means that the Interstate Remedy Company
exists not for its pretended purpose of furnishing profes-
sional advice and treatment to the ill, but to capitalize sick-
ness and to wring dividends from distress.—(Modified from
The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 7, 1911.)

A FRAUD-ORDER ISSUED

On April 17, 1914, the Interstate Remedy Company, Dr.
A. E. Robinson and H. F. Coon were denied the use of the
United States mails because they were engaged in a scheme
for obtaining money through the mails by means of false and
fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises. Previous
to the issuance of the fraud order the company, Robinson
and Coon, were called on to show cause, on or before March
12, 1914, why the fraud order should not be issued. On that
date they appeared before the federal authorities in the per-
sons of Fletcher Dobyns, a Chicago attorney, and Edward D.
Hayes, the owner of the business. The postal inspector’s
report, which forms the basis on which the Assistant



This clipping from a Detroit paper of
Nov. 19, 1914, tells its own story.
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Attorney-General made his recommendation, brought out
practically the same facts that had been exposed in THE
JournaL of the American Medical Association. It was
shown that, in common with all medical mail-order concerns,
but a fraction of the letters received were ever seen by the
doctor whose name was used to give an air of respectability
to the business. The various clerks employed by the Inter-
state Remedy Company would read the letters and determine
what class of ailments the victims had or thought they had,
and would then “treat” them accordingly.

Hayes, through his attorney, in attempting to defend his
fraudulent scheme, declared that he had submitted all of his
advertising matter to the “Federal Guide Association,” an
organization said to be formed for the purpose of giving
advice to individuals on questions of federal law. According
to Hayes, the Federal Guide Association had expressed the
opinion that his scheme was not in contravention of the law.

The Assistant Attorney-General to the Postmaster-General
in commenting on this defense says that Hayes was well
aware from the inception of this scheme of the falsity of
his claims for the treatment, and that, knowing this, he had
really sought advice for the purpose of enabling him so to
disguise the nature of the scheme as to evade the law. It
was shown further in the memorandum that, although the
Interstate Remedy Company promises secrecy in the treat-
ment of all correspondence with those who answer its adver-
tisements, it had, as late as December, 1913, offered to sell
to the “Commercial Letter Bureau” of Chicago between
70,000 and 80,000 original letters received in reply to the
“free recipe for weak men” advertisement.

Mr. Hayes was the promoter of the Dr. Knapp Medical
Company against which a fraud-order was issued in 1904,
and also the Dr. Raynor Company, which was denied the use
of the mails in the same year. The Interstate Remedy Com-
pany was the successor to the former. -Now it has been
denied the use of the mails.—(From pamphlet, 1914.)

[On Nov. 18, 1914, the three individuals comprising the
Interstate Remedy Company were fined $10,000 by a judge of
the United States District Court. The fine was recommended
by the district attorney in the place of a prison sentence
under the stipulation that the concern turn over to the
federal authorities to be destroyed the “sucker list” of past
and prospective victims. Edward D. Hayes was fined $5,000;
Henry Coon, $3,000, and Dr. A. E. Robinson, $2,000.]



“JIROCH COMPANY

For some years, the Dr. Jiroch Company, 533 South Wabash
Avenue, Chicago, has been conducting a mail-order medical
concern. On June 24, 1914, the federal authorities declared
the concern fraudulent and denied it the use of the mails.
The attorney for the Dr. Jiroch Company was Fletcher
Dobyns of Chicago, the same man who appeared in behalf
of a similar fraud operated from Detroit, the “Interstate
Remedy Company.” The Jiroch fakery also introduced,
through its attorney, a physician, who attempted to justify
the methods of this concern. This physician was Dr.
Nathaniel H. Adams of Chicago, member of the Chicago
Medical Society and, through this membership, Fellow of
the American Medical Association.

The methods of the Dr. Jiroch Company were investigated
some time ago by THE JourNAL, and much of the matter
that follows was written nearly two years ago. Other mat-
ters prevented the completion of the “story” and it was filed
away.

THE PERSONNEL

As in all such cases, the physician whose name gives the
title to this fraud has been but a mere stool-pigeon. At
the time of THE JoURNAL’s investigation, the real men behind
the scheme seem to have been:

Melville W. Johnson, Garrett, Indiana, President.

A. G. Hagerty, Secretary.

Thos. R. Bradford, Treasurer.
F. W. Jiroch, Medical Director.

Jiroch was a student at the Harvey Medical College at
Chicago at the time this low-grade institution went out of
existence. He then seems to have gone over to Jenner
Medical College, Chicago, by which school he was graduated
in 1906, receiving a license to practice, from the State of
Illinois, the same year. The practical man of affairs in the
Dr. Jiroch Company seems to have been Thomas R. Bradford,
who, it is said, ‘was formerly with a somewhat similar fake
concern, the “Blair Remedy Company” of Chicago. Bradford,
apparently, is an old hand at mail-order medical frauds. In
1904, Thomas R. Bradford was operating a business in
Cincinnati under the name of “Bradford & Company.” The
scheme was an attempt to sell an alleged cure for “lost
vitality, sexual debility,” etc., and was put out of business
by the federal authorities in December, 1904.
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ITS METHODS

The Dr. Jiroch Company obtained its victims through
advertisements placed in the cheaper weeklies and daily
papers. In addition, the concern bought or rented “sucker
lists” either from’ letter brokers or from concerns in a similar
disreputable business. An enormous amount of circularizing
was done, much of it in a haphazard way; the member of
THE JournaL staff, who has corresponded under assumed
names with various medical frauds, was richly favored with
Jiroch “bait” although he had never written to the concern,
showing that these names had been purchased or rented.

Photographic reproduction, reduced, of the “Special Free Proof Treat-
ment and Diagnosis Certificate.”” This was one of the pieces of adver-
tising claptrap used by the Dr. Jiroch Company to impress the ignorant.
The evident intent was to make the recipient of these ‘certificates”
imagine that he was receiving a special benefit from the company. The
certificates were printed in various color combinations, the one repro-
duced above being in orange and purple. Each certificate bore what
was apparently a serial number; as a matter of fact, all had the same
number, “247.”

While, in what follows, Jiroch’s name is used as though
he was the one individual responsible, it should be borne
in mind that he was but the “hired-man” of the concern.
Nevertheless all letters were signed (in facsimile) with
Jiroch’s name and the victim was led to believe that Jiroch
gave personal and individual attention to each case.

The prospective victims were sent circular letters, printed
in imitation of typewriting. With each letter was a brilliantly
colored “certificate” that was alleged to entitle the holder
to a “Special Free Proof Treatment and Diagnosis.” Not
all the “certificates” were the same; they varied in color
and in the series of questions asked. Some were sent to
those supposed to be suffering from “female trouble,” others
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to those presumably deaf, still others to those whose ail-
ments were of a general or indefinite nature. But whatever
kind of “certificate” was sent they all offered the “Special
Free Proof Treatment and Diagnosis.”

THE “TREATMENT’ FREE AND OTHERWISE

The Jiroch advertisements that appeared in the cheap
weeklies also featured the “free treatment and diagnosis.”
Both the advertisements and the certificates contained a list
of symptoms. Says the Jiroch Company:

“Put an X mark before every symptom you have and two XX marks
before your worst symptom.”

Those who answered the advertisements or who sent in
the “certificates” received a “free proof treatment” consisting
of two small boxes of tablets, one kind pink, sugar coated
and ovoid in shape varying in number from four to six;
the other white or very faintly pinkish, sugar coated and
cylinder-shaped varying in number from seven to fourteen.
By the same mail, a circular letter came giving directions
as to the use of the “free treatment.” This “letter” also
was prepared in imitation of typewriting and the name of
the individual to whom it was sent was filled in by means
of a typewriter. All of the “proof treatments” seem to
have been identical irrespective of the age or sex of the
persons to whom they were sent or whether the recipients
were suffering from consumption, rheumatism or malaria

Within twenty-four hours of receiving the “free treatment”
the patient had inflicted on him, unasked, a “full size treat-
ment.” This came in a cardboard box holding four small
boxes numbered respectively, “1,” “2” “3” and “4.” The
boxes were labeled as follows:

Box 1.: “Prescription No. 16759. Directions: Take one
tablet before or after the morning meal. Swallow with a
little water.”

Box 2.: “Prescription No. 29408. Directions: Take one
tablet before or after the noon meal. Swallow with a little
water.”

Box 3.: “Prescription No. 30651. Directions: Take one
tablet before or after the evening meal. Swallow with a
little water.”

Box 4.: “No. 4039. Directions: Take one tablet at bedtime,
or as often as necessary to insure about two movements of
your bowels each day.”

The tablets labeled Prescription No. “16759” that came in
Box 1 are white or faintly pinkish, sugar coated, cylindrical-
shaped tablets, apparently identical with part of the “free
proof treatment.”

The tablets in the box labeled Prescription No. “29408”
were large, bright yellow, sugar-coated tablets.
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The -tablets in Box 3—Prescription No. “30651” were
brown, uncoated tablets oval in shape.
The tablets in Box 4, labeled “No. 4039” were apparently

identical with the pink tablets that came with the “free proof
treatment.”

Greatly reduced facsimile of a typical Jiroch advertisement.

ANALYSIS OF THE “TREATMENT”

A complete set of the “Dr. Jiroch Treatment” was sub-
jected to examination in the Association’s laboratory, and
the chemists’ findings may be briefly summarized as follows:

Box 1. (B 16759): These pinkish pills were found to
contain licorice root, starch, some vegetable extractive and
a trace of alkaloid, apparently strychnin.
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Box 2. (B 29408): These yellow pills were found to
have for their chief constituents, powdered licorice root and
cornstarch with small quantities of vegetable extractive.

Box 3. (B 30651) : These tablets, according to the chem-
ists, were found to consist essentially of cornstarch and
extract of nux vomica. Quantitative analysis indicated that
the total alkaloidal content was equivalent to about 15 grain
of nux vomica in each tablet.

Box 4. (B 4039): These pink pills were found to con-
sist essentially of starch and aloes, with a trace of strychnin.
No other medicinal ingredient was found.

In investigating the Jiroch fraud, THE JOURNAL accumulated several
of the "fu]fasize treatments” sent—unasked—to various hypothetical
individuals. Here are ten of the “full size treatments,” for which $3.00
each was asked—$30.00 worth. It would have cost the Jiroch Company
40 cents to have these medicines, for which they asked $30.00, returned,
but the 40 cents was not sent. The reason? The $30.00 worth of
pills were not worth 40 cents! .

THE SLIDING PRICE SCALE

The same mail that brought the “full size treatment” also
brought a circular letter—in imitation typewriting—supposed
to contain a diagnosis of the patient’s condition. These
“diagnoses” were stock letters in which the name of the
person addressed was filled in by means of a typewriter
and two lines in the body of the letter purporting to be
the “diagnosis” were also filled in. The victim was urged
to send in $3 for this full-size treatment. If the request
was ignored, the patient was bombarded with follow-up let-
ters -at more or less regular intervals, each letter more
insistent than its predecessor in urging that money be sent
for the treatment. As a rule, the first three follow-up letters



34

maintained the original price, $3; the fourth letter offered
to accept $1.50 while the fifth letter came down to $1.00. If
this last offer failed to elicit a reply, Jiroch, apparently,
decided that this individual did not belong in the “sucker”
class and dropped the name from his books.

We know of no instance in which the Jiroch Company
voluntarily sent the four cents postage for the return of the
$3.00 “treatment.” This is not surprising as it would not
be “good business” to expend four cents in postage for the
return of pills worth less than four cents.

WHAT WERE THE DIAGNOSES WORTH ?

We have said that the second letter from Jiroch to his
prospective victim gave what purported to be a “diagnosis”
of the patient’s case. As a matter of fact, this diagnosis,
so-called, was one that could have been made by the girl
typists who filled it in on the imitation typewritten letters—
and perhaps was. Did the person put crosses against “rheu-
matism,” “indigestion” and “piles,” Jiroch made a “diagnosis”
that the person was suffering from rheumatism, indigestion
and piles. This was the method by which these quacks
cajoled their victims into believing that a physician had care-
fully studied their cases and diagnosed their ailments.

To show the worthlessness of Jiroch’s “diagnoses,” THE
JourNAL had “symptom blanks” sent to the company from
various parts of the country and describing widely varying
forms of ailments. In every instance, Jiroch sent the free
trial treatment and followed it up immediately with his “full-
size treatment” together with a “diagnosis” letter detailing
the very symptoms that had been sent in. The “full-size
treatments” that were sent were all the same whether the
supposed patient w.s suffering from consumption, rheuma-
tism or Bright’s disease.

One letter was sent from Virginia and a cross was put
against the following list of symptoms:

“Spit up mucous and slime.”

“Pain in the back.”

“Heartburn and indigestion.”

“Bowels irregular and constipated.”
“Weak, nervous and trembling after slight exertion.”

Back came the “diagnosis” letter which read:

“According to my diagnosis what you need to cure you completely is
a thorough special treatment from the Spitting up of Mucus, Pains and
Soreness Across the Back, Poor Digestion, Constipation, Nervousness,
Defective Elimination and Uric Acid Conditions.”

- The words that we have italicized are those that had been
filled in on a typewriter. The “full-size treatment” sent in
this case consisted of the four boxes containing the pills
labeled respectively: Prescription Numbers “16759,” “29408,”
“30651” and “4039”—price $3.



35

Another letter sent from a small town in Illinois had a
cross placed against the following symptoms:

“Have sick headache.”

“Heart trouble.”

“Stomach trouble.”

“Are depressed in spirits.”

“Have twitching of the muscles.”

The “diagnosis” letter to this supposititious patient read:

“According to my diagnosis what you need to cure you completely
is a thorough special treatment for the Headache, Poor Circulation,
Stomach trouble, Depressed Spirits, Twitching Muscles, Defective elimi-
nation, and Uric Acid Conditions.”

Here again the words we have italicized had been filled in
with the typewriter—and the same boxes of pills were sent.
Another symptom blank THE JourRNAL had mailed from a
town in Ohio with crosses against the following:

“Are troubled with catarrh.”

“Have dizziness.”

“Are depressed in spirits.”
“Have too frequent desire to pass water.”

“Quack Jiroch “diagnosed” this case:

“According to my diagnosis what you need to cure you is a thorough
special treatment for the Catarrh, Dissiness, Depressed Spirits, Bladder
Trouble, Defective Elimination and Uric Acid Conditions.”

In this case, too, the recipient of the diagnosis got the same
stock “full-size treatment”—Prescription Nos. 16759, 29408,
30651 and 4039—with the usual request for a remittance of $3.

From a city in Pennsylvania THE JourRNAL had a symptom
blank sent in describing as well as is possible by mail a case
of diabetes mellitus. The person sending it in stated explicitly
that he had diabetes and also put crosses against the
following :

“Are losing flesh.”

“Feel weak and all run down.”

“Have itching or burning of skin.”

“Have boils and pimples on face and on neck.”
“Have too frequent desire to pass water.”

Diagnosing by mail is, of course, an anomaly. The
scientific value of a diagnosis of ailments in persons who
have never been seen and whose symptoms are described by
the persons themselves, is nil. Nevertheless if any con-
clusion at all could be reached regarding the hypothetical case
just described, it must have been that the patient was suffering
from diabetes mellitus. What did Jiroch say?

“According to my diagnosis what your case requires now is a thorough
special treatment for the Kidney Trouble, Itching Skin, Impure Blood,
IN{enmusne.n, Headaches, Defective Elimination and Uric Acid Condi-
tions.”

And the treatment? The same “full-size treatment” sent
to the sufferer from consumption, rheumatism, etc., that is,
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Boxes Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 (Prescriptions Nos. 16759, 29408,
30651 and 4039). Worse yet, the diabetic—in common with
all others—was told:

“For your case I weuld advise a mixed diet.”

A “mixed diet” recommended to a supposititious diabetic
to whom the,starches in such articles as bread, biscuits,
potatoes, etc., and sugars, sirups and sweets might, in the
amounts ordinarily taken, be deadly! A mixed diet, indeed!

Other diagnoses just as worthless as those detailed above,
could be given, but these are sufficient to make plain the

Photographic facsimile of the labels on the four boxes sent to
practically all those who filled out a “symptom blank” and sent it to
the Dr. Jiroch Company. Whether suffering from rheumatism, diabetes,
consumption, malaria or what not, the patient would receive the four
boxes of pills labeled as shown above. The so-called individual treat-
ment was a farce.

worthlessness of the diagnosis and the fraudulence of the
Jiroch “treatment.” Yet the Jiroch concern said about Jiroch:

“I am a specialist and I do not have one remedy that cures every-
thing .. . . My special treatments are made up of my own private
preparations perfected after years of successful practice.”

One thing will be noticed regarding the fake diagnoses.
No matter what other ailments the patients were supposed to
have, they were all suffering—according to Jiroch—from
“Defective Elimination and Uric Acid Conditions.” Whether
it was a case of consumption, kidney disease or ‘“female
trouble” every person whose case Jiroch professed to diag-
nose was a sufferer from “defective elimination and uric acid
conditions.”
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The Post-Office Stops the Fraud

The matter preceding represents the investigations made
by THE JoURNAL some time ago. That which follows is
taken largely from the memorandum of Assistant Attorney-
General Lamar to the postmaster general recommending the
issuance of a fraud order. Judge Lamar’s report says, that
after a thorough review of the evidence submitted with the
report of the post-office inspectors who investigated the Dr.
Jiroch Company, he finds the facts to be as follows:

“The Dr. Jiroch Company and Dr. Jiroch are engaged in
selling medicines through the mails. In order to obtain the
names and addresses of persons to whom they may direct
their solicitations, they advertise in newspapers and maga-
zines having a general circulation throughout the United
States.”

THE CLAIMS MADE

A typical advertisement is then presented, of which the
assistant attorney-general says:

“It will be noted that the reprcsentations contained in this
advertisement are calculated to lead the rcader to believe,
among other things, (a) that for the purposes stated Dr.
Jiroch will give free to anyone suffering from any of the
symptoms described and responding to the advertisement a
treatment for the permanent relief of the disease from which
such person is suffering; (b) that this treatment will con-
sist of special medicines adapted to the particular disease
from which the applicant is suffering; (c¢) that Dr. Jiroch
can and will diagnose and determine the disease from which
the person so responding is suffering by means of the check
marks placed before the symptoms set forth in the advertise-
ment; and (d) that he can by this method cure kidney and
bladder ailments, rheumatism, stomach, liver and bowel dis-
orders, heart trouble, nervous weakness, catarrh and all other
diseases arising from impure blood, uric acid conditions, etc.”

SOME DIAGNOSES

Then follows the statement that those who answer the
advertisements receive a stock letter, one of which was put
in evidence, and with the letter the so-called free-proof
treatment which was “the same in every case.” The advent
of the second letter was described and the letter itself put in
evidence and the fact noted that the person who had answered
the advertisement was sent, unasked, a “three-weeks’ treat-
ment,” for which he was expected to send $3. Then the
memorandum continues:

“In the investigation of this case, letters were written to the
Dr. Jiroch Company by the inspectors under assumed names
and asked treatment for the following conditions in turn:
(1) ‘Severe headaches for sometime and no medicine will
give me any but temporary relief,” (2) ‘A bad cough that I
have had for quite a while—am all the time hawking and
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spitting,” (3) ‘Loss of sexual power, (4) ‘Simply will not
make flesh—otherwise well’ (5) ‘Too fat and bust lacks
development,’ and (6) ‘Female troubles” In each of these
cases, except that numbered 5 above, the applicant was sent
the correspondence quoted above, and the affection of the
applicant was diagnosed as follows: (1) Headache, defective .
elimination and uric acid conditions; (2) cough, spitting up
slime and mucus, defective elimination and uric acid con-
ditions; (3) failing manhood, defective elimination and uric
acid conditions; (4) being too thin, defective elimination and
uric acid conditions, and (6) female trouble, defective eli-
mination and uric acid conditions. In case numbered 5 the
applicant was written a letter in which she was advised that
the symptoms given by her were rather unusual in combina-
tion and asked to give further particulars. In reply the
inspectors gave the following information: ‘Thirty-one years
old, 5 feet 5 inches high, weight 154 pounds, not much fat on
my breasts, have been fleshy ever since I was a young girl,
both parents dead, father small, mother fleshy, breasts always
have been flat” Thereon the respondents sent to the writer
the same letters as were sent out in the other cases, diag-
nosing her affection as obesity.”

THE CLAIM OF INDIVIDUAL TREATMENT
The judge notes further:

“If a remittance is not received promptly in response to
the letter accompanying the treatment for which a remittance
of $3 is asked, other letters are sent the sufferer in which he
or she is advised, among other things, that ‘the treatment 1
sent you is exactly what you need, that it ‘was made up of
my own private prescriptions, especially for your individual
requirements,” that ‘the treatment is a thorough one for every
symptom and condition you described, and designed to cure
you permanently,” and that ‘I made a careful diagnosis of your
symptoms and made up a treatment for the ailments you told
me you wanted to be cured of.’

“The evidence also shows that, when a remittance is
received and a report blank submitted, it is the practice of the
respondents to advise the remitter that his case requires
further treatment and to send him another supply of medicine
for which they ask a remittance of $5, together with another
report blank, on the receipt of which, filled out, they send
“him more medncme, and so on; and that the purpose of the
representation that they have reserved for his use-a free
‘two-weeks’ additional treatment’ to be sent him after the
receipt of his remittance of $3 and the report blank filled out
is to give them an opportunity of sending hlm additional
medicines for which they ask further remittances.”

The memorandum then states that the post-office depart-
ment had the assistance of some well-known practicing physi-
cians of Washington, while, on the other_hand:

DR. ADAMS TESTIFIES FOR JIROCH

“. . . Mr. Dobyns introduced and examined as an expert
witness for the respondents Dr. Nathaniel H. Adams of
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Chicago. The physicians called by the government testified
that the symptoms set forth in the advertisement of the
respondents, taken alone or in combination with any or all
of the others, were symptoms of a large number of diseases;
that each of these diseases required different treatment; that
it was utterly impossible to tell the cause of these symptoms
from the information obtained in accordance with the system
followed by the respondents; that some of the diseases giving
rise to those symptoms were incurable or only curable by a,
surgical operafion, and that a postponement of proper treat-
ment in many of those diseases would be dangerous.

“These facts are so well-recognized as hardly to require
expert testimony to prove. They were admitted by Dr.
Adams, who stated it as his belief, however, that the marking
of the coupon in the manner directed by the prospéective
patient would afford to the respondents a clue by the use of
report blanks, they could in the course of time determine
with some certainty the disease from which he was suffering.”

Then Judge Lamar continues:

ONLY 2 PER CENT. ADMIT BENEFIT

“I find from the evidence in this case that whether this
treatment prescribed by the respondents is of value in any
case where given in accordance with this system is entirely
a matter of chance; and that this is well known to the respon-
dents. That this is a fact is shown not only by the evidence
above referred to, but also by the testimony of Inspector
Angier, who conducted the investigation in this case. Inspec-
tor Angier wrote to a large number of patrons of the respon-
dents, and only 2 per cent. of those who replied stated that
they had been benefited by the treatment given to them.
There are also a large number of complaints in the case,
alleging dissatisfaction.

NINETY PER CENT. OF THE “DIAGNOSES” MADE BY CLERKS

“Inspector Angier also testified, and no evidence to the
contrary was submitted by the respondents, that but about
10 per cent. of the coupons on which the diagnosis and treat-
ment are predicated are considered by Dr. Jiroch. The rest
of the blanks are handled by clerks, who place on them num-
bers indicating the disease from which the applicant for
treatment is suffering; these numbers indicate the medicines
to be sent and the names of diseases or symptoms to be filled
in in the diagnosing letter by other clerks. The letters sent
out, however, although forms, are printed in imitation of
typewriting and bear the signature of Dr. Jiroch in facsimile
of handwriting.”

A SUMMARY

In summing up, Judge Lamar says:

" “From the evidence in this case it is clear, and I find, that
the representations in the advertisements and circular matters
of these respondents are false and fraudulent in that:

“l. Dr. Jiroch does not give free for advertising purposes
a remedy for the permanent relief of disease; but on the
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contrary requires from persons who answer the advertisement
a payment for the treatment which he prescribes.

“2. Dr. Jiroch does not intend to ‘go over your other ques-
tions and symptoms and prepare my answer in full, and to
pay careful attention to every phase of your trouble and write
you fully in a day or so and tell you what else ought to be
done to cure you completely,’ as represented in the letter
accompanying the free treatment, but intends to at that time
send the addressee in a few days a form-letter made up by a
clerk, together with certain medicines put together by a
clerk, in accordance with the system followed in the conduct
of this business.

“3. The free treatment does not consist of medicines
adapted to the particular disease from which the applicant is
suffering, but is in fact merely a tonic and laxative sent to
all alike without regard to the particular symptoms of the
individual case.

“4, The respondents cannot and do not determine the dis-
ease or affection from which the applicant for treatment is
suffering by means of the marking of the symptoms set forth
in the advertisement; and therefore cannot and do not pre-
scribe medicines adapted to the cure or relief of the disease
from which such applicant is suffering, unless by chance.

“5. The respondents do not know whether or not the appli-
cant is curable, for they do not have sufficient information on
which to determine this fact.

“6. The respondents cannot by this method cure kidney and
bladder trouble, rheumatism, stomach, liver and bowel dis-
orders, heart trouble, nervous weakness, catarrh and all other
diseases arising from impure blood, uric acid conditions, etc.;
but on the contrary this system is utterly impractical and any
benefit resulting therefrom is due to chance.

“The postmaster at Chicago reports that the respondents
receive approximately 275 pieces of first-class mail daily.”

As a result, the assistant attorney-general for the post-
master-general recommended the issuance of a fraud order
which, as previously noted, was put in force June 24, 1914.
—(From The Journal A. M. A., July 11, 1914.)



MARSTON REMEDY COMPANY

The president, and practically owner, of the Marston
Remedy Company of 19 Park Place, New York City, was one
H. D. Van Leuven. The concern did a mail-order business
in treating, as pretended specialists, sexual diseases of men.
Patients were given blanks on which to write a description of
their complaint and these blanks the company pretended to
have examined by its “specialists,” who would prescribe a
“treatment.” As a matter of fact, the concern was shown,
when investigated by the authorities, to have a supply of
stock remedies, and its so-called specialists prescribed as
many of these stock remedies as it considered possible to sell
to the unfortunate patient.

To secure business, the company bought lists of names
from letter-brokers and, to each of the persons on such lists
mailed its “literature,” which consisted of a .number of cir-
culars offering one month’s treatment for $1. Accompanying
the circular were a number of printed testimonials and a
book entitled, “Treatise on the Ideal Treatment of Nervous
Diseases and Exhaustion in Men by Local Absorption.”
‘When the patient sent in a dollar for the treatment his order
was not filled but his money was held and he was sent a
circular letter enclosing a question sheet for him to write
thereon a description of his complaint. The reason given
for thus holding the order was that “treatment must be
prepared to suit each individual case.” As a matter of fact,
treatments were not prepared but the company simply sup-
plied the stock remedies.

THE USUAL C. O. D. DODGE

If the unfortunate patient filled out the symptom blank and
returned it to the company, he received by return mail a
letter purporting to diagnose his case and recommending a
number of stock remedies. At the same time he was shipped
by express a package of these remedies sent C. O. D. The
price asked for them ran as high as $40; the patient being
given credit for the dollar he had already paid. The Assis-
tant Attorney-General reparted :

“These stock remedies may be fitted to the patient’s case,
but the probability is that they are not. The so-called physi-
cians of the company handle great numbers of these cases
each day and they spend but a few hours at it. They simply
glance casually at whatever description the victims may give,
whether that description be sufficient or not for an accurate
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diagnosis, and the turn the case over to the typewriters with
instructions as to the kind of stereotyped diagnosis to send
the party and which of the stock remedies to ship. The
simply hit or miss and the only concern of the company is to
secure its enormous profits by selling its stock remedies.”

‘'FRAUDULENT ADVERTISING

It was shown that the advertising regarding the $1 treat-
ment was absolutely fraudulent; such a treatment was never
sent nor intended to be sent, the purpose of the company being
simply to get into communication with individuals to whom it
could ship $30 or $40 worth of medicine that was fraudulently
claimed to be specially prepared for the case. In addition to
selling pills and tablets at exorbitant prices, the company
also sold a vacuum appliance as a “cure for lost manhood.”
It charged $10 for this device, which cost it but a few cents.

In its advertising, the Marston Company printed what it
termed an “editorial endorsement” from a publication called
the United States Health Reports. The impression was given
that the United States Health Reports was an authority on
matters of health, sanitation and hygiene, when, as a matter
of fact, it was a fraudulent advertising concern which pub-
lished “editorial endorsements” for any disreputable institu-
tion that would pay for them. The whole business was so
palpably fraudulent that in September, 1906, the Postmaster-
General denied the company the use of the mails.—(From
“Nostrums and Quackery’ Second Edition.)



NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF
PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS

The New York Institute of Physicians and Surgeons of
Rochester, N. Y., made a business of advertising through the
newspapers and selling through the mails a medical treatment,
which it called “Vitaopathy.” Connected with the concern
was one Thomas F. Adkin, its president and principal man-
ager, Dr. L. B. Hawley, E. Virgil Neal and T. A. Pulver.
Adkin fraudulently represented that he was the originator
and discoverer of the new and wonderful treatment, “vita-
opathy,” by the use of which he was able to effect miraculous
cures. The vitaopathic treatment really consisted of medical
treatment prescribed by physicians in the employ of the com-
pany, general directions for dieting, bathing, breathing, rest-
ing, etc., and, what was termed by Adkin, autosuggestion
given in the form of a letter. The letter instructed the patient
to concentrate all of his mental energies on the thought that
he was going to be cured of his disease and to repeat certain
phrases to that effect. It was shown, at the trial, that there
was absolutely nothing new in this treatment nor nothing
of which Adkin could properly claim to be the discoverer
and originator. :

ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE FORM OF NEWS

The advertisements issued by the company in the newspapers
appeared in the regular news form, many of them being labeled
“special correspondence.” It was intended, of course, to
deceive the public into believing that Adkin’s power and
wonderful cures had attracted sufficient public attention to
be reported at length in newspapers, when, in fact, the com-
pany was paying high prices for the advertisements.

THE “DISTINGUISHED SPECIALISTS”

At the hearing, Adkin was asked to give the names and
salaries of the ‘“distinguished specialists” and “most eminent
physicians of modern times” who were employed by the com-
pany. He gave the following list, which he said was nearly
correct:

Dr. Norton devoted the whole of his time to the work at a salary
of $30.00 per week.

Dr. Curtis devoted the whole of his time at $25.00 per week.

Dr. East devoted half of his time to the work at $12.00 per week.

Dr. Kline devoted all of his time to the work at $20.00 per week.
Dr. Day received a percentage of the profits.
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According to the Adkin Vitaopathic Journal sent out by the
“Institute of Physicians and Surgeons” the following indi-
viduals composed the so-called “Resident Physicians”:

L. B. HawrLey, M.D., of the Chicago Medical College and the New
York Policlinic and Hospital.

W. H. Curtis, M.D.,, Hahnemann Medical College, Philadelphia.

Joun S. Reep, M.D., College of Physicians and Surgeons, Cleveland,
Ohio; post-graduate Edinburgh University and St. Bartholomew’s Hos-
pital, London; former chief-of-staff, Buffalo Hospital.

Pror. E. M. Day, Manager of the ‘‘Personal! Department.”

Pror. EmiL KLEIN, graduate of the ‘“‘Augusta Victoria Bad,” Wies-
baden, Germany.
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The "New Yoik Ins:itute of Physicians and Surgeons’ was one of
the most heartless and impudent frauds ever put out of business by
the United States government. The above illustration is a reduced
photographic reproduction of a full-page advertisement that appeared
in the Arena when that magazine was owned and edited by B. O. Flower,
“founder” of the egregious *“National League for Medical Freedom.”
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The individuals comprising the “Consulting Board” of this
egregious fraud were given as:

S. Durron WHiTNEY, M.D., Diseases of Stomach, Liver and Kidneys.
Eucene Hunt, A.B.,, M.D,, Diseases of Nervous System.
G. S. Lincorn, M.D., Diseases of Nervous System.

H. G. Doang, M.D., Diseases of Skin, Heart and Lung.
RupoLrr MieLke, M.D., Diseases of Men.

P. W. ErprmMaNN, M.D., Diseases of Women.

Marie Norton, M.D., Diseases of Women.

D. A. Dosie, M.D., Diseases of Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat.
E. H. Porrock, M.D., Mental Diseases.

F. W. WinTter, M.D., Diseases of Heart.

A. W. Jackson, M.D., Morphin, Liquor and other Habits.
W: Epwarp Young, M.D., Diseases of Blood and Skin.
H. C. Aser, M.D., Cancers.

C. F. Drake, M.D., Sexual Diseases of Men.

J. W. Horter, M.D., Nose and Throat.

Epwarp B. Herrick, M.D., Chronic Diseases.

W. W. HapLey, M.D., Diseases of Kidney and Bladder.
THomas F. Apxin, President.

A. J. BarBer, General Manager.

In addition to the list given above the following men were
said to have been on the “staff” of the “institute”:

P. T. C. CampBELL, M.D.
Pror. G. E. NEwMAN, Jr.
A. W. Jackson, M.D.

Pror. Cuas. B. WESTOVER.

It was shown that the company’s representations relative
to the “staff of eminent specialists” were false and fraud-
ulent. The largest salaried doctor in the employ of the
institute received only $1,560 a year and so-called specialists
got $60 per year. One of these “specialists,” whose name has
been given—E. B. Herrick—had previously operated a medi-
cal company of his own until it was put out of business
by the post-office authorities. While Herrick was employed
by Adkin as an “eminent specialist” in rheumatism, he had
run his own medical company on the representation that
he was a “specialist” in “venereal diseases.”

Like most companies of this sort, this concern purchased its
medicine, which consisted of tablets, from manufacturing
pharmaceutical houses; in this case from Parke, Davis & Co.
and Payne & Co. On account of the fraud on which this con-
cern was founded, the use of the mails was denied to it, July 21,
1905.—(With modifications and additions from “Nostrums
and Quackery,” Second Edition.)



NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF
SCIENCE

One more of the Neal-Adkin syndicate of frauds was
denied the use of the United States Mails when a fraud
order was issued against the New York Institute of Science,
Rochester, N. Y. E. Virgil Neal, the original president of
this concern, has made quackery his life work. Although
some of THE JOURNAL's readers may remember what has been
said about Neal in the past, it is worth while briefly sum-
marizing this arch faker’s meteoric career.

Previous to 1900, E. Virgil Neal traveled over the country
under the alias X. La Motte Sage, giving alleged exhibitions
of hypnotism.

In 1904 he was connected with the “Columbia Scientific
Academy,” which “taught” palmistry.

In 1905 Neal, with Adkin, conducted the “New York Insti-
tute of Physicians and Surgeons.” This was put out of
business by a fraud order issued Aug. 2, 1905.

In 1906 Neal was operating the “Force of Life Chemical
Company.” This fraudulent concern sold pills or tablets
and operated what the New York Times described as a
“grotesquely obvious swindle.” The Force of Life Chemical
Company was investigated by the federal authorities. When
it was found that an influential New York politician, Gen.
James R. O’Beirne, was president of it, the “investigation”
ceased! The newspaper publicity, however, killed the busi-
ness.

In 1906 also, Neal conducted a bank which is said to have
loaned money to small publishing houses, the loans being
paid in advertising space in the publications. In the same
year, too, Neal started the “Neal Biscuit Company,” which
later changed its name to the “American Health Products
Company.”

Other concerns in which Neal is said to have been either
directly or indirectly interested are:

To-Kalon Mfg. Co—A beauty treatment.

Cartilage Co.—Guaranteed to increase the height.

Harriett Meta.—Wrinkle eradicator.

Everett Wood—Cure for baldness.

Roman Solvene Laboratory—Superfluous hair remover.

Okola Laboratory—Eye treatment.

Paris Academy of Beauty Arts—Bust developer.
Dy. Turner Co.—Obesity cure.

So much for the activities of E. Virgil Neal. The New
York Institute of Science is said to have mulcted the public
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to the extent of $1,500,000. Briefly, the scheme was to adver-
tise that a free book would be sent to all those interested,
explaining how “magnetic influence” and “hypnotic power”
might be attained. Those answering the advertisement
received a pamphlet describing the alleged “course of study”
given by the New York Institute of Science. It contained a
list of names of those alleged to be members of the faculty
of the “institute.” There was no faculty, the names given
being either fictitious or those of clerks employed by this
fraudulent concern. When cited to show cause why a fraud
order should not be issued against it, continuances were
granted at the request of the concern’s attorney, John J.
Vause, and the case was not finally heard until Nov. 17 to
20, 1913. Mry. Vause, by the way, also appeared as attorney
for two other frauds operated by the same syndicate, the
Cartilage Company and the Okola Laboratory. But the

A photographic reproduction reduced of a typical advertisement put
out by the New York Institute of Science. This alleged course in
hypnotism was sold under the claim: “You can learn at home to cure
diseases and bad habits without drugs, win the friendship and love of
others, increase your income, gratify your ambitions, dispel worry and
trouble frem your mind, improve your memory, banish domestic unhap-
piness, and develop a wonderful magnetic will power that will enable
you to overcome aﬁ obstacles to your success.”

story is well told in the memorandum of the Assistant
Attorney-General to the Postmaster-General recommending
the issuance of a fraud order. Part of the memorandum
follows:

“The New York Institute of Science was incorporated
under the laws of the state of New York, Sept. 9, 1899,
by X. La Motte Sage, whose true name is E. Virgil Neal,
T. F. Adkin, M. N. Adkin, M. H. Neal and B. Hurd. On
Jan. 29, 1913, a statement of voluntary dissolution was filed,
but prior to that date, that is on Nov. 27, 1912, Charles S.
Clark, E. J. MacNamara and K. A. McCormick were incor-
porated under the laws of the state of Virginia to conduct
this same business, under the same name, and at the same
place, Rochester, N. Y.
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“It is established that X. La Motte Sage, the original
president of the concern, has not been connected with it
since 1902, and T. F. Adkin, who, it is interesting to note,
was the president of the New York Institute of Physicians
and Surgeons, against which a fraud order was issued on
Aug. 2, 1905, makes affidavit under date of Jan. 10, 1913, that
he is not connected with the respondent company. Charles
S. Clark has been connected with the business for many years
as vice-president and general manager, and in the Virginia
articles of incorporation he is named as president, E. J.
MacNamara, vice-president, and K. A. McCormick, secretary
and treasurer, these three parties being also the incorpora-

Greatly reduced facsimile of the back and front covers of the “free
booklet” sent out by the New York Institute of Science. In addition -
to many fraudulent claims, this booklet contained a list of the alleged
“faculty” of the “Institute’” made up largely of names of clerks
employed by the concern.

tors of the Okola Laboratory, the business of which was
conducted in the same building, and against which you
issued a fraud order on Feb. 16, 1914.

“Evidence in the case is to the effect that one of the
publications used by the concern, bearing the title ‘Vitao-
pathy’ and written by Thomas F. Adkin, is practically the
same as the course on ‘Vitaology’ used in connection with
the business of the New York Institute of Physicians and
Surgeons, of which Adkin, as stated above, was president.
Other publications used are ‘Magnetic Healing’ by Thomas
F. Adkin, ‘Rersonal Magnetism’ by Paul Weller, and a
Course in Hypnotism by X. La Motte Sage. The mails were
also closed against the circulation of these publications by
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means of the fraud order of 1905 against the New York
Institute of Physicians and Surgeons. In promoting the
business of the last named concern prominence was given
to the course in ‘Vitaology’ or ‘Vitaopathy,’ the course in
hypnotism being subordinated, whereas in-the business of
the New York Institute of Science prominence is given to
the Sage course in hypnotism, ‘Vitaopathy’ being secondary.”

Assistant Attorney-General Lamar then describes in' detail
some of the advertisements by which the New York Institute
of Science obtained its victims. A photographic reproduction
of one of these advertisements accompanies this article, the
wording of which follows:

““THIS BOOK IS FREE

“Would you possess that strange, mysterious power that charms and
fascinates men and women, shapes their thoughts, controls their desires
and makes you supreme master of every situation? Life is full of
alluring possibilities for those who master the secrets of magnetic
influence—for those who develop their magnetic powers. You can
learn at home to cure disease and bad habits without drugs, win the
friendship and love of others, increase your income, gratify your ambi-
tions, dispel worry and trouble from your mind, improve your memory,
banish domestic unhappiness, and develop a wonderful magnetic will-
power that will enable you to overcome all obstacles to your success.

“You can influence people instantaneously—quick as.a flash; put your-
self or anyone else to sleep at any hour of the day or night; banish
pain or suffering. Our free book explains exactly how you can master
this power and use it to better your condition in life. It is endorsed
by minister of the gospel, lawyers, doctors, business men and society
women. It benefits everybody; it costs nothing. We give it away
to advertise this institution. Write for it today.

Derr. 181 B, NEw YORK INSTITUTE OF ScCIENCE, RocHEsTER, N. Y.

Commenting on this advertisement, Judge Lamar points
out that the “free book” referred to, far from being a scien-
tific treatise, as the reader is led to believe, is merely an
advertising pamphlet giving, among other things, what pur-
ports to be a list of the “faculty” of the New York Institute
of Science. The “faculty” list follows:

“X. LA MorTe SaGe, A.M., Pu.D., LL.D., President.—Editor-in-Chief
of the Correspondence Course, and Instructor in Personal Magnetism,
Psychology, and in the use and development of the will-power as a
factor in influencing people.

“CHARLES S. CLARK, M. A., Vice-President and General Manager.—
Director of Correspondence Course of Instruction and Special Instructor *
in Psychology and Metaphysics, and the use and development of the
will power.

“CHARLES B. WEsToverR.—Instructor in Suggestive Therapeutics, Vita-
opathy, Hypnotism, Personal Magnetism and Telepathy, and the art of
Giving Public Entertainments.

“Wwum. KeLLErR, M.D.—(Graduate St. Louis Medical College and Ber-
lin University) Instructor in the Theory and Practice of Hypnotism as
an agent in the cure of human diseases, and its use in Surgery and
Dentistry.
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“ALBerTA LEE.—Instructor in Magnetic Healing, and in the use of
Hypnotism in the treatment of the g:seascs of Women.

“OcLA HEeLENA SAGE.—Instructor in the Theory and Practice of
Hypnotism and Suggestion in the Development of the Mental Faculties
and the Correction of Evil Habits.

“PauL WELLER.—General Manager of Correspondence.

“E. L. OrrNaT.—Managsr Correspondence for United States and
England.

“J. RoNca.—Manager Correspondence for France and Belgium.

“A. BoscH.—Manager Correspondence for Germany and Austria.

“L. B. CinTrON.—Manager Correspondence for Spain and South
America.

“A. SLuyTERS.—Manager Correspond for Holland and Denmark.

“J. P. Carbus.—Manager Correspondence for Portugal.

“L. F. RoNcA.—Manager Correspondence for Italy.

“L. E. BRokMAN.—Manager, Russian Branch, Moscow, Russia.

“F. W. BamaBas.—Manager Correspondence for Hungary.

“JoHN SwANSON.—Manager Correspondence for Sweden.

“KuMaHEl KaTsuBo.—Manager Correspondence for Japan.

“B. L. TrauB.—Auditor.

“E. J. MACNAMARA.—Superintenident.

“M. O’MELIA.—Superintendent of Mails.

“W. HepIiNG.—Recorder of Matriculations.

“M. CHAMBERS.—Chief of Examination Department.

“J. Dworsky.—Manager, Stenographic Department.

“K. A. McCormick.—General Bookkeeper.

“C. BLuMBERG.—Assistant Bookkeeper.

“E. Burris.—Cashier.”

Then follows the Assistant Attorney-General’s description
of the method by which the New York Institute of Science
attempted to deceive the public by giving the impression that
X. La Motte Sage was a man of high educational rank. The
memorandum further states that letters from various edu-
cators at Rochester, N. Y., show that the members of the
“faculty” of the New York Institute of Science were
unknown to them and that the “institute” itself had never
been recognized by them as an institution of learning. It
then continues:

“Embracing two pages of the booklet under the caption
‘Endorsed by Colleges and Universities,” are what purport
to be facsimiles of five letters on the letter-heads of institu-
tions of learning, speaking in complimentary terms of Dr.
X. La Motte Sage, dated in the years 1889, 1897 and 1898,
in none of which is mention made of the New York Insti-
tute of Science, and necessarily so, as the corporation of
that name was not organized until 1899.

“Another page in the booklet is devoted to what purport
to be excerpts from different newspapers dated 1896, 1897,
1898, and all of which refer personally to Dr. Sage. Beneath
these clippings the statement is made:

“We have testimonials and press clippings almost without number, all
certifying to Dr. Sage’s wonderful success. After the founding of the
New York Institute of Science Dr. Sage ceased to give public per-
formances and to deliver lectures, and devoted his entire time to the
interests of the institution and its pupils.”
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“It is admitted by respondent ‘that this institute has held
out Dr. X. La Motte Sage as the president of same,’ and in
defense urges that ‘this is not a material representation’ and
that ‘the fact that whether Sage was or was not the presi-
dent of the institute seems to be highly immaterial in view
of the fact that the course of instruction was by corre-
spondence.” An examination of the excerpts from the book-
let set out above, however, and of the matter described in
brief also appearing therein, shows that the so-called endorse-
ments of colleges and the excerpts from newspapers relate
to Dr. Sage personally, and are clearly depended on by
respondent to lend an educational character to its business
and to reflect credit on it, for the purpose of deceiving the
unwary. Further, the representation is material in view of
the pretense that ‘students’ can always write to Dr. Sage or
any of his corps of professors and obtain their opinion on
any question or difficulty.

“There is in fact no ‘faculty’ nor is this concern an ‘Insti-
tute of Science’ It is in fact nothing but a mail-order
scheme in which pamphlets and books are being sold under
the false and fraudulent representations herein quoted. The
persons represented as constituting the ‘faculty’ are in the
main merely clerks and the officers of the corporation. It is
significant that some of the names appearing in this alleged
‘faculty’ were connected with the Institute of Physicians and
Surgeons against which a fraud order was issued several
years ago. It also appears from the evidence that X. La
Motte Sage, whose true name is E. Virgil Neal, has not
been connected with this concern for a number of years and
further that a number of the members of the ‘faculty’ became
associated with the respondent years after Sage had severed
his connection therewith. Regardless of this fact the com-
pany continues to represent that Sage is the president of the
‘Institute’ and that his personal advice is available to
‘students” While Sage and Dr. Wharton and Rev. Paul
Weller are purported to have written certain of the pam-
phlets used by this concern in instructing its pupils, as a
matter of fact they are not connected with the ‘Institute’ and
their advice is not available to the people who buy this
course of instruction.

“The evidence shows that when a purchaser of the course
of instructions sought the advice of these ‘professors’
invariably the particular professor named happened to be
on ‘an extended trip abroad.” The following excerpts from
some letters from the company to pupils will serve as an
illustration :

“Under date of Aug. 29, 1912,

“‘We regret that you received no reply to your recent letter to Dr.
Wharton, who, we believe, at the time was preparing for an extended
trip abroad, where he is still sojourning in quest of deeper research in
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occult science, and in the chaos usually attendant upon such a journey
the doctor may have found it impossible to answer your letter. Since
we are unable to state just when he may return we would advise that
you do not defer taking this course in hypnotism and personal mag-
netism for you will find it most valuable.’

An advertising sleet sent out by the ‘“New York Institute of
Science” in its attempt to separate the credulous public from its money.
The “institute’” professed to give instruction in what it called the “Vita-
opathic Treatment” of disease. This advertisement consisted of testi-
monials from persons alleged to have been cured by ‘“Vitaopathy.”

“Under date of April 4, 1913.

‘“‘We sincerely regret that Dr. Sage is taking an extended trip.
Therefore we cannot consult with him at present regarding the photo-
graph but will be pleased to ask him about this matter when he returns.’

“Under date of April 25, 1913.

.“ ‘We regret to state that Reverend Paul Weller has taken an extended
trip, therefore we take the liberty of writing in his place.’
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The Assistant Attorney-General’s memorandum then takes
up, seriatim, a discussion of the various claims made by the
New York Institute of Science and shows the absurdity and
fraudulence of these claims. Most of them are quoted from
a booklet sent out by the concern entitled “The Philosophy
of Personal Influence.” To quote:

“We will absolutely guarantee to teach you and put you in posses-
sion of the most valuable secrets known in all occult sciences.”

To which Judge Lamar replies:

“This extravagant representation is on the same plane
with the preceding and is calculated to give the impression
that the purchasers will get something infinitely more valu-

able than the matter actually received.”

Again: :

“We teach you how to hypnotize people instantaneously, quick as a
flash of lightning. These methods are a marvel to hypnotists and people
everywhere. By-standers can hardly believe their own eyes. You can-
not realize the rapidity and absolute certainty of these methods without
actually seeing them tried. Dr. Sage has hypnotized hundreds of people
in a twinkling of an eye and he tells you how he did it, giving you
his wonderful secret processes, which have cost him years of study and
hundreds of dollars in money.

“Many persons do not believe it possible to hypnotize instantaneously,
but Dr. Sage has demonstrated to thousands of people that this can
actually be done. It was one of the many startling feats that he
nightly performed in his tour throughout the United States. He always
used for his marvelous test persons who were well known and highly
respected in the city in which he was giving his entertainments, so
there could be no doubt about the genuineness of what he did. We
positively teach.you so that you can hypnotize people quick as a flash.
A word, a movement of the hand, and the whole work is done. You
will be astonished yourself at what you have accomplished. Many claim
to have instantaneous methods, but their methods have never been
publicly tested, or if tested they have been found to be failures. Make
no mistake. If you want to be successful be sure to get the course
that has been tried and proved to be good.

‘“We teach you how to hypnotize a person in his natural sleep so that
he will awaken the next morning and never know that he has been
hypnotized. He will not know what commands you have given him,
still he will execute them, thinking they are his own ideas.

“We show you how to hypnotize yourself and awaken at any hour
of the day or night you wish to awaken.

‘““We instruct you how to put people you have hypnotized under the
control of someone else, who is not even a hypnotist.” .

Of this the memorandum says: .

“While the very extravagant nature of the promises made
in the paragraphs under this number is in itself an indicia
of fraud, it may be stated that the evidence clearly established,
and respondent in his brief admitted, that it is not possible
to hypnotize a person without his consent. The evidence
also showed that except in the case of a very well trained
subject who has become accustomed to it by being practiced
on ‘many times it is not possible to hypnotize anyone
instantaneously. The representations as to hynotizing one in
his natural sleep were also found to be misleading, the evi-
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dence being to the effect that in order to be hypnotized the
subject would have to be in some degree conscious. The
several other representations made, -as to hynotizing oneself
and placing a subject under the control of another not a
hypnotist were demonstrated by the evidence to be unwar-
ranted.”

“We show you how to extract a tooth or painlessly perform any sur-
gical operation under hypnosis. We teach you how to relieve pain under
any and all circumstances. We teach you how to hypnotize by tele-
phone, telegraph or by mail. We explain the latest process of hypnotiz-
ing at a distance of 1,000 miles away and of awakening the subject at
the same distance.”

To which the government replies:

“The inducements here held out to prospective ‘students’
are undoubtedly with the full knowledge that they cannot
be fulfilled and are set forth merely for the purpose of
securing subscribers, and without intention of performance.
The physicians testified that the course of instruction given
by respondent would not enable one ‘to relieve pain under
any and all circumstances. Again the fraudulent nature
of these representations as to hypnotizing by telephone, tele-
graph or mail, and at a great distance is apparent from the
fact that feats of this character could be accomplished, if
at all, only with a trained subject.”

“We give you instructions in regard to treating diseases that will
make you $10 to $25 per day as long as you live.”

Says the memorandum:

“This representation is made with a reckless disregard of
the truth that characterizes all this concern’s literature, and
is palpably false, without basis of justification, and simply
used as a means of securing ‘students.’ It is superfluous to
state that respondent was unable to point to any of its
‘students’ as earning the income stated in the manner men-
tioned.”

“In constructing this masterpiece [A Correspondence Course in Per-
sonal Magnetism and Hypnotism] Dr. Sage has been materially assisted
by the eminent psychologists and sclentists who compose the faculty of
the New York Institute of Science.”

“You have the combined knowledge and experience oi the best authori-
ties of the time, and in addition you have the privilege of their personal
instruction through direct correspondence. You can always write to

Dr. Sage or any of his corps of professors and obtain their opinion on
any question of difficulty.”

To these claims Judge Lamar replies:

“The weight to which these representations are entitled
has been passed on in discussing the ‘faculty’ They are
wholly false.”

“Its course is acknowledged by scientists, teachers and professional
hypnotists who have studied it, to be the most perfect and logical
explanation of this science that has ever been written.”

“This course has the full endorsement of the leading scientific men
of the world, and it was compiled at a large cost under the direction
of a committee of eminent scientists.”
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Of this the government says:

“The evidence failed to show any justification or founda-
tion for these assertions. They are absolutely untrue.”

“This course has been prepared by the ablest experts living. It is
not a statement of theories—it is a compilation covering the practice of
men experienced in the different branches of occult science. It is
taught by an institute which has a recognized standing before the scien-
tific world. Its completion entitles the student to a certificate, which
passes current as a positive guaranty of his ability as a hypnotist.
Courses very much inferior to this have sold, and are now selling for
$100.”

Of the foregoing Judge Lamar says:

“Some of the allegations contained in this group have
heretofore been discussed. Concerning the ‘certificate which
passes current as a positive guaranty of his ability as a
hypnotist,’ it was brought out during the hearing that . .
no authority has been granted to this concern by the State
of New York to issue ‘any diploma, certificate or other
instrument’ and no satisfactory explanation is attempted by
the respondent in support of its issuance of a certificate and
the publication of the representation that such certificate
‘passes current, etc.’”

Then follow some claims taken from circulars sent to
those who answered the advertisments of the New York
Institute of Science: :

“Able specialists are in charge of the different departments of the
New York Institute of Science, and its department of instruction, like
the business of the Institute, is so well organized that nothing is left
to chance. Every pupil has the privilege of commanding the services
of these specialists at any time free of any charge whatever.”

Of which the Assistant Attorney-General says:

“As heretofore stated the evidence showed that there
are no ‘able specialists,’ ‘connected with this concern and it
follows that the ‘students’ do not have the privilege of com-
manding the services of such ‘specialists.’”

‘““Many write us that they fear they lack sufficient education to master
our course. Do not hesitate on this account. Many who could not

even read have mastered the course by having the assistance of a friend
who read the course for them.”

And the government replied:

“This representation demonstrates that the respondent
made no distinction as to the qualifications of ‘pupils’
accepted, but, on the contrary, the evidence shows that it
urged the enrollment not only of the illiterate but also of
those of such physical and mental weakness as absolutely
precluded the possibility of their ever under any circum-
stances exercising hypnotic control over any person.”

Discussing the various claims made by the concern and
quoted in the matter that has just been given, Assistant
Attorney-General Lamar says:
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Five Hundred Thousand Satisfied, Successful Pupils

Living 1n every country in the civiised world and speaking every language, testify to the superiority of our courss. We ceuld met
afford 1o forfelt thelr confidence and respe-t by falling ta fulfil our promisss.

‘We can lcapart & mowledge o you that will make you & leader of men. Master our course and lead: fal to do 80 and yeu must
follow. [t romaine with you to decids. Your 1s wrapped wp I your decisien.

NEW YORK INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE. Rochester, N. Y. U. 8. A.

A reduced facsimile of a sheet, three square feet i1 size, sent out by
the New York Institute of Science in its attempt to impress the public
with its responsibility and honesty. The sheet contained reproductions
of four letters. One was from the president of the Rochester Herald,
who states that the ‘““Institute of Science and its officers” are “of irre-
proachable integrity.” The cashier of the Flour City National Bank,
Walter B. Duffy, President, testifies that the bank’s dealings with the
New York Institute of Science “have always been satisfactory.” The
Rochester Chamber of Commerce comes to the defense of this fraudu-
lent concern by stating that it employs 350 people, uses more than
$1,000 worth of postage stamps each week and “pays its bills promptly.”
The fourth letter is from the postmaster of Rochester who praises the
“institute”—possibly because it used over $57,000.00 worth of stamps
a year—and states that he is convinced that the institute “gives its
customers whatever is just and due.’”” The New York Institute of
Science commenting on the postmaster’s letter says: “Do you think
that a postmaster, whose business it is to investigate postal affairs and
prosecute frauds, would express his satisfaction concerning our business
if it were conducted on a fraudulent basis and there existed the least
doubt congcerning the reliability of the institute?”
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WHAT THE REPRESENTATIONS MEAN

“These representations are clearly designed to create the
false impression that the respondent will teach the readers
how to accomplish the various things named, regardless of
age, sex, education or personality, whereas, from the evi-
dence in the case, the complaints made to the Department
by patrons of the ‘Institute’ and the testimony of the Govern-
ment expert witnesses, the respondent is not teaching such
persons to become hypnotists and magnetic healers, and its
pretended course of instructions will not accomplish the
purpose which it represents, and this the promoters of this
scheme very well know. That the offer contained in the
booklet ‘The Philosophy of Personal Influence’ to teach
the various things stated therein is intended to be made
to any and every reader is borne out by the attitude of the
Institute in dealing with illiterate ‘students.’ Correspond-
ence with a number of ‘students’ and would-be ‘students’
whose illiteracy is strikingly apparent shows that the con-
cern represented that it could teach such correspondents as
advertised.

“Whether hypnotism and magnetic healing are capable of
accomplishing the results represented in the advertising
matter of respondents is not material to this investigation,
the question involved being whether respondent is engaged
in a legitimate business enterprise or in the conduct of a
scheme to defraud. . . .

“As a further inducement to entice prospective students
the respondent placed in its advertising matter with rubber
stamp a statement to the effect that:

“This course originally sold for $25. We are at present taking enroll-
ments for the tuition fee of $5. If you want the course you would
better send your enrollment by return maill” )

“As a matter of fact, however, the course has for many
years sold for $5, and this false representation is made
for the purpose of having the course appear of greater value
than it is in fact and so induce its purchase.”

In considering the case against the New York Institute
of Science, the government called in noted alienists who had
investigated the subject of hypnotism and it brought out the
following facts: In hypnotism there are two controlling
factors, the first and more important being the individuality
or personality of the subject, and particularly, his willing-
ness to be hypnotized; the second, is the individuality or
personality of the operator. As one of the physicians testi-
fied: “The capacity of being hypnotized is a thing resident
in the person and not a force which comes from the outside—
from the operator.” The whole trend of the claims made by



59

the New York Institute of Science was exactly the opposite
of this; that is, that the hypnotic power is one possessed by
someone who can use it and produce results over someone
else and that the New York Institute of Science could
develop this alleged power in its “students.” The memoran-
dum continues:

“The purpose of the promoters in making these representa-
tions is to lead the reader of its advertising literature to
believe that this concern will impart to him this wonderful
power and ability to hypnotize and control anyone under any
circumstances and thus to subject to his own will whomso-
ever he pleases, and thereby to deceive them into remitting
$5 for this so-called course of instruction.

“Despite the positive and emphatic representations calcu-
lated to create the contrary impression the respondent in its
brief admits that ‘everyone cannot be hypnotized’ and that
‘it is practically impossible to hypnotize a man who is not
willing to do as you say,’ and the testimony of the experts
introduced was also to this effect.

“Evidence was introduced showing that in a number of
instances testimonials published by the ‘Institute’ were
solicited and procured upon promise to furnish books free.

“For years the Department has been flooded with com-
plaints against this concern from people claiming to have
been defrauded and it is estimated that this concern has
mulcted the public to the extent of $1,500,000.

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money through
the mails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, repre-
sentations and promises in violation of Sections 3929 and
4041 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, and I therefore
recommend that a fraud order be issued against the New
York Institute of Science, Inc., and its officers and agents as
such.”

The fraud order was issued. (Modified from The Journal
A. M. A., Aug. 8, 1914.)



THE OKOLA LABORATORY

On Feb. 16, 1914, Postmaster-General Burleson, on the
recommendation of Judge W. H. Lamar, assistant attorney-
general, issued a fraud order against the Okola Laboratory
(Inc.), Rochester, N. Y., on the grounds that the concern
was “engaged in conducting a scheme for obtaining money
through the mails by means of false and fraudulent pre-
tenses, representations and promises.”

The Okola Laboratory commenced operations in 1911 and
was incorporated in New York, March 25, 1912, by the fol-
lowing individuals:

Charles S. Clark

Katherine A. McCormick
Edwin J. McNamara

Clark is said to have been the chief promoter, and to have
had associated with him in carrying on this fraud the
following : '

Thomas F. Adkin, Rochester, N. Y.

Dr. John L. Corish, New York, N. Y.

Dr. John S. Read, Rochester, N. Y.
Charles H. Phillips, London, England.

Many of THE JoURNAL readers will recognize the name of
Adkin as the man who has been connected with various
fraudulent concerns, some of which have been put out of
business by the federal authorities, others have gone out of
existence, while some are still being operated. Thomas
F. Adkin and E. Virgil Neal (alias X. LaMotte Sage) have
for many years been engaged in the business of swindling
the public through the instrumentality of the United States
mails. They will probably continue to do so until the laws
have become sufficiently flexible and public opinion has
become sufficiently aroused to warrant some more drastic
punishment than the mere issuance of a post-office fraud
order.

The general scheme of the Okola Laboratory was to adver-
tise that Dr. John L. Corish, “an able New York physician,”
and “an eminent medical man,” had discovered a marvelous
treatment for affections of the eyes by which those who were
wearing glasses, or who should have been wearing glasses,
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could do without them. The treatment was claimed to have
originated in Germany (a favorite fiction in many lines of
medical fraud) and was represented to cure eye-strain,
inflammation of the retina, cataract, diseases of the optic
nerve, and many other conditions equally serious.

The so-called Okola Method consisted of three parts:
“Okola,” Okolizer” and “Okolator.” “Okola” was the name
of some tablets' that were sent to those who purchased the
“treatment.” These were analyzed by the government chem-
ists and were found to consist, essentially, of :

Baking soda Boric acid

The directions were to dissolve the tablets in water and
apply the solution to the eye by means of an eye-cup. The
“Okolator” was a metal inhaler containing cotton moistened
with a volatile liquid found by the government chemists to
have the following ingredients:

Oil of mustard Qil of eucalyptus
Carbolic acid Oil of sassafras
Todin Tincture of benzoin
Menthol Alcohol

Camphor Petroleum oil

The “Okolator” was to be applied to the nose and the fumes
from this odoriferous tube inhaled. The “Okolizers” were
simply printed cards on which directions were given for
rubbing the eyes, etc. The element of “mental suggestion”
was not lacking, as some of the reading matter on these cards
indicates:

“I am using Okola and the Okolator, also following the simple rules
of the Okolizers, as I am convinced that there will be a notable and
lasting benefit to my eyes by faithful adherence to the Okola Method
for six months.”

The absurdity and ¥raudulence of selling a simple eye-
wash and an evil-smelling inhalant mixture for the cure of
cataract, retinitis, glaucoma, astigmatism, etc., is evident.
But this fraud was carried on for nearly two years and is
said to have swindled the public out of $100,000 a year.

The Okola Laboratory advertisements featured a “free book”
which was declared to have been written by Dr. John L. Corish.
When the fraud was investigated by the postal authorities, it
was found that the book was not written by Corish, that
Corish had had practically no experience in treating diseases
of the eye, and was, in fact, at the time experimenting with a

1. In a subsequent trial it was brought out that these tablets were
manufactured for this fraudulent concern by Parke, Davis & Co. The
Okola Laboratory paid 20 cents a thousand for them.
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“cure” for baldness. Corish’s name appears in connection
with the Woods fraudulent cure for alcoholism, exposed
in THE JOoURNAL some time ago, he having “indorsed” this
swindle. Needless to say, Corish is not an “eminent New
York physician”—he is but a comparatively obscure member
of the genus Quack. In this connection it should be noted
that Dr. John S. Read, the “director” of the Okola Labora-
tory, was one of the Rochester physicians who gave sworn

Some of the many advertisements by which the Okola Laboratory
obtained its victims.

testimony for the benefit of that hoary fraud, “Duffy’s Malt
Whiskey,” which he deposed had been “used and prescribed
by him for a number of years.”

As in all mail-order medical frauds, while the public was
led to believe that individual attention would be given to
all letters sent to the Okola Laboratory, the facts were that
the correspondence was almost entirely handled by clerks
and that “form letters” were used in practically all instances.
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This, too, in spite of the fact that practically all the letters
which were sent out by the Okola Laboratory were signed,
“John S. Read, M.D.”

After reviewing all of the facts brought out by the investi-
gation of the postal authorities, the assistant attorney-general
reported to the postmaster-general:

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money through
the mails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, repre-
sentations, and promises, in violation of Sections 3929 and
4041 of the Revised Statutes, as amended; and therefore
recommend that a fraud order be issued agamst the Okola
Laboratory, Inc.”

As previously noted, a fraud order was issued.

The preceding gives in brief the case of the Okola Labora-
tory fraud. More complete details taken from memoran-
dum of Assistant Attorney-General Lamar to the postmaster-
general follow:

The Official Report

The assistant attorney-general, in submitting the facts
regarding the Okola Laboratory fraud to the postmaster-
general, said in part:

“On July 29, 1913, a memorandum was prepared in this
office reciting the particulars wherein the business of the
above-named concern was charged to be in violation of Sec-
tions 3929 and 4041 of the Revised Statutes, as amended. A
copy of this memorandum was sent to the postmaster at
Rochester for delivery to the Okola Laboratory, Inc., together
with a letter calling on it to show cause why a fraud order
should not be issued. Aug. 13, 1913, was named as the day on
which the case would be heard. At the request of counsel
for respondents, John J. Vause, Esq., of New York City,
continuances were granted, and the case was not finally
heard until November 10 to 14, last; and at the conclusion
of the hearing, additional time was allowed in order that
Mr. Vause might file a brief. This brief has been received
and considered; and all the evidence in the case has been
carefully reviewed.

“I find the facts in this case to be substantially as follows:

“The Okola Laboratory is a corporation of the state of
New York. It was incorporated on March 25, 1912, by
Charles S. Clark, Katherine A. McCormick and Edwin J.
McNamara. Clark is the chief promoter of the enterprise.
Associated with him in its inception and conduct have been
Charles H. Phillips, London, England; Thomas F. Adkin,
Rochester, N. Y.; John L. Corish, New York City, and
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John S. Read, Rochester, N. Y. Thomas F. Adkin was the
president of the Institute of Physicians and Surgeons of
Rochester, against which a fraud order was issued on Aug.
2, 1905. That order also covered the name ‘Prof. Thomas F.
Adkin' Read is the doctor who constituted the ‘staff of
physicians’ connected with ‘Prof. G. A. Mann and his
Institute of Radiopathy, against which a fraud order was
issued on April 28, 1908. Clark is the promoter of several
other enterprises which have been charged to be schemes to
defraud, and against which the issuance of fraud orders
is under consideration.

“Under the name Okola Laboratory, Inc., Clark and his
associates are engaged in soliciting remittances of money
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Photographic reproduction of the first pages of two booklets issued
at different times by the Okola Laboratory. The matter on the left
appeared in 1911; that on the right in 1913. A comparison of the state-
ments will show a studied attempt on the part of the Okola Laboratory
to so modify its “literature’”’ as to keep within the letter of the law
while still violating its spirit.

through the mails by means of advertisements and circulars
in which representations are made of the character of those
quoted below:

¢ “Okola Method is the foe to the spectacle and eyeglass industry.
One of its objects is to make the use of eyewindows unnecessary. It
is the enemy of the headache drugs and nerve nostrums. It makes for
good, healthy, beautiful eyes. An Okola Self Treatment Outfit may
prove to be worth many times its weight in gold. Adopt the Okola
Method and determine to avoid or banish glasses forever.”
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¢ “We assert that Okola Method is the genuine formula of Dr. John L.
Corish, who is a regularly qualified, registered, practicing New York
physician of many years’ experience. Dr. Corish has had wide practice
in treating eye-strain and other optic weaknesses and disorders of all
kinds.”

¢ “Although it is a potential wonder-working preparation, Okola is
perfectly safe and reliable.”

¢ “All good things are imitated, and it is but natural this should be
the case with Okola Method. Simulations are invariably inferior to the
original. Those who pilfer the ideas, attempting to copy the formula
and modus operands are only able to deal with the superficial side.
Ours is the original and genuine. Bogus or counterfeit eye treatments
are dear at any price.”

‘“There are legions of people suffering from eye-strain, short-
sightedness and numerous other eye trouble, who could save their eye-
sight and overcome numerous unpleasant conditions associated with
their optic disorder if they would adopt the Okola Method and apply it
faithfully.”

¢“Of late, marvelous cures of eye disorders, including eye-strain,
have been reported in the press of all countries as having been brought
about at the clinic of the famous Dr. Pagenstecher in Wiesbaden, Ger-
many. . . . Dr. Pagenstecher and Dr. Corish (the devisor of Okola
Method) are agreed on the main principles of the eye treatment method
which is so famous.”

¢ “I predict in the utmost sincerity, on my professional word of honor
as one who has deeply studied the subject, that within a decade or two"
eyeglasses and spectacles will have become comparatively rare, and the
Okola principle will have proved itself the popular pioneer of eye saving.
The Okola, Okolator and Okolizer provide everything essential to the
true, scientific system of treatment for eye-strain and numerous other
eye disorders, at home, without any loss of time and at a merely trifling
expense.”

¢ “Ten Dollars Guarantee that the Okola Method Will Succeed. The
Okola Method is positively aimed at enabling any one whose eyes are
troubled by eye-strain or certain other optic weaknesses, to entirely dis-
pense with the use of eye-glasses (or spectacles) and to remove the
necessity of ever employing them.”

¢ “It is hereby guaranteed by the Okola Laboratory, Inc., that if an
admittedly beneficial result is not accomplished, a forfeiture of ten
dollars will be paid, provided Okola Method is adopted and is used
faithfully in accordance with the simple directions. Six months’ time
will be allowed, although in many cases a satisfactory result is attained
in a few days or weeks.”

“The conclusion is irresistible from a reading of these
representations and others of a like nature that Dr. Corish
has discovered or invented a new and wonderful treatment
for affections of the eye; that this treatment will enable those
who wear glasses, or are about to do so, to do without them,
and save their eyes by using the remedy prepared by the
Okola Laboratory, Inc.; that this treatment is based on
principles indorsed and adopted by a famous eye specialist
of Wiesbaden, Germany; that the treatment will not only
cure eye-strain due to any cause, but will also overcome
quite a number of other diseases or conditions, which are
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alleged by the writer of these representatiors to be due to
eye-strain, and that the purchaser of this treatment may have
his money back if not benefited thereby. That the Okola
Laboratory, Inc., intends to lead sufferers from such serious
diseases of the eye as near-sightedness, hardening of the
eye-balls (glaucoma), far-sightedness, optic nerve trouble,
cataract, astigmatism, inflammation of the retina, to purchase
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Okola Laboratory, Inc., 205 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y., U. S. A,

Greatly reduced reproduction of a sheet of testimonials sent out by
the Okola Laboratory. The original was about '1%; feet in width by 2
feet in length. In none of these testimonials was the name of the giver
published, so that it was impossible to follow them up.

this treatment in the belief that it will cure them is indicated
by the representations quoted above, and is proved con-
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clusively by evidence in the case showing that the inspector
who investigated the case wrote to it under assumed names
letters alleging himself to be suffering from these conditions
and received replies urging him to purchase the treatment.”

Then follows some of the correspondence referred to
between the post-office inspector who investigated this fraud
and the Okola Laboratory. This correspondence, which, so
far as the replies from the Okola Laboratory is concerned,
consisted largely of form letters of the “follow-up” variety,
indicated that no matter what disease of the eye the pros-
pective victim might have, the Okola “treatment” was recom-
mended for it. Cataract, diseases of the optic nerve, far-
sightedness, hardening of the eyeball (glaucoma), near-
sightedness, astigmatism, inflammation of the retina—all of
these conditions were described in the different letters sent
to the Okola Laboratory, detailing hypothetical cases. In
every instance, the Okola “treatment” was recommended.
The “treatment” itself is then described by Judge Lamar in
his memorandum as follows:

“l. OkoLa: Tablets consisting essentially of sodium bicar-
bonate and boric acid, intended to be dissolved in water and
applied to the eye with an eye-cup that accompanies the
treatment.

“2. OkoLATOR: A metal inhaler containing cotton intended
to be moistened with a volatile solution containing the follow-
ing ingredients; mustard oil, carbolic acid, iodin, menthol,
camphor, a mineral oil like liquid petrolatum, a balsam like
balsam peru, oil of eucalyptus, oil of sassafras, tincture of
benzoin and alchohol.

“3. Cards called the OkoLIZER, giving directions for exer-
cising in the eye, rubbing it and resting it, and containing
legends like the following:

¢ “T am using Okola and the Okolator, also following the simple rules
of the Okolizers, as I am convinced that there will be a notable and
lasting benefit to my eyes by faithful adherence to the Okola Method
for six months.’

“There is also a booklet sent out with the treatment, con-
taining general directions for the maintaining of health, etc.

“The eye wash designated ‘Okola’ contains two ingredients
[baking soda and boric acid] the use and limitations of
which are perhaps about as well known to the layman as to
the medical profession; and this is probably also true of the
volatile solution which is to be inhaled into the nose. That
in conjunction with exercise or massage of the eye-ball
these treatments can have nothing but a temporary effect in
anything more serious than a simple irritation of the eye is
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a patent fact. The treatment will certainly not render the
use of glasses unnecessary; and it is in no sense new, dif-
ferent from other treatments, or of the wonderful efficacy
represented.”

The government, however, obtained expert medical testi-
mony in this case from well-known and eminent practitioners,
some of whom were specialists in diseases of the eye and ear.

[

“The testimony of these doctors was to the effect that this

-treatment was absolutely incapable of curing eye-strain, of
rendering the use of eye-glasses unnecessary, or of fulfilling
the claims made for it by the Okola Laboratory, Inc.; that
bicarbonate of soda and boric acid is merely a soothing eye-
wash, mildly antiseptic, the value of which is limited to
keeping the eye clean and perhaps relieving slight catarrhal
irritations of the conjunctiva, the outermost covering of the
eye; that eye-strain is the straining of the ciliary muscle of
the eye—the muscle on the inside of the eye protected by
a hard coat from the outside which aids the eye to focus to
a certain point; that eye-strain may be due either to fatigue
of the eye or to some abnormal conditions causing refractive
error; that rest is the remedy for eye-strain caused by the
former and eye-glasses the only way to relieve it when
caused by the latter; that this treatment would be utterly
ineffective in the treatment of cataract, glaucoma, farsighted-
ness, nearsightedness, inflammation of the retina, astigmatism,
optic-nerve trouble or like conditions; that catarrh of the
nose, for which evidently the volatile solution is intended,
is in no way related to eye-strain, and that while this solution
would have a temporary soothing effect on nasal catarrh, it
would not cure it; and that the use of this treatment by
patients for which it is pres¢ribed in this manner without
the advice of a physician or knowledge on the part of the
Okola Laboratory as to their condition was not only unscien-
tific but was fraught with danger because it might cause a
postponement of proper treatment for a serious condition.
because it might cause infection from one eye to be carried
into the other by the use of the eye-wash on both, and because
the massage of the eyeball recommended would be extremely
harmful in some diseases of the eye.

“As indicative of the intent with which this scheme is
conducted, attention is invited to the refund guarantee quoted
on page 6 supra. After the treatment has been purchased,
the evidence shows that the laboratory construes the state-
ment ‘six months’ time will be allowed’ to mean that the
refund will only be made on condition that six monthly
treatments be purchased at a cost of from $17 to $20, and
declines to make the refund until that condition has been
complied with. The evidence shows that it is the intention
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of the parties conducting this scheme to lead prospective
purchasers to believe otherwise and that many persons have
been thus misled.

“Attention is also invited to the fact that all the letters
which go out are signed in the facsimile handwriting of
John S. Read, M.D,, and that prospective patients are led
to believe that they have the personal attention of a physician.
The evidence shows, however, that this is not the case; that
the correspondence is handled by clerks, and that practically

. A Voluntary Tribute

By a Connecticut Medical Man

In behalf of a member of the clergy, an examination of Ciola
Method was made by Dr. Willard H. Morse, Physician and
Chemist, who recommended Dr. Corish's System, and gave out sa
interesting statement, in addition to which he has added this con-
crete endomsement, the original of which is on file in our office.

1 may formally siote that my examination of the Okela
Mothod prepares me to say thet 1 support the siatements of the
proprictors and friends, nolably on’these points:

1. It & harmiess and simple.

2. It i well adapted to sirengthen the muscles and nervss
of the epe, and by such lonc ection to dmprove the vision, thos
doing away with the necesily of using speclacies or eyeglases.

3. Okola, Okolater and Okelizer have coch a part fo ful-
Sl and together constitwie a reliable combinetion for overcoming
eye-strain and improving the sight.

4. As eyc-stroin b the cawse of carious disorders, ranging
from headache to St. Vitws' dance, including nervousness, mevres-
thenia and insomnia, the removal of the couse by the wee of the
Okola Method &5 effickent in the treatment of thess maladies.

5. Mmlhwfwnedbmdwfu
saving the eyes withoul need of optical apparatus, and of con-
stiluting en important foclor in the treotment of disorders due in
one way or enother lo ebwme of vision, the Okola Methed

deserves
o o W. H. MORSE, M. D.
Febreory 22, 1912.

MEDICALLY ENDORSED

Dr. Morse is one of a legion of broed-minded medical men who
do not hesitate %o endorse that which is good, regardless of the fact
that it is the creation-of another medical scientist. His words are well
OKOLA LABORATORY, Iac., 205 St. Paul St, Rechester, N. Y.

Nearly every medical faker obtains an “analytical report” from Willard
H. Morse. The Okola Laboratory was no exception. An endorsement
. from Morse is not worth the paper it is printed on.

the same form letters are sent out in all instances. The
book which bears Dr. Corish’s signature was not in fact
written by him, and he has had practically no experience
in treating diseases of the eye, being now engaged in experi-
menting with a remedy for baldness. While Dr. Corish was
present at the hearing, on the advice of counsel, he declined
to testify. :
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“The defense in this case is substantially to the effect that
the respondents are not responsible because of the fact that
the treatment is purchased for other affections of the eye
than eye-strain, as it is held out only as beneficial in that
condition ; that eye-strain is in fact a concomitant with prac-
tically all affections of the eye; and that the respondents are
justified in holding out this treatment as new, wonderful and
efficacious, because the combination of these elements of
treatment is new, and because they have many testimonials
as to the value of the treatment from customers. It is per-
haps unnecessary to comment on this defense except to
suggest that it fails utterly to meet the charges, but attention
is invited to the fact that the evidence shows that this com-
pany procures testimonials by offering prizes to those who
report -beneficial results and also offering treatment free.
The worthlessness of this kind of evidence appears when
it is remembered that the only diagnosis made of the disease,
of which the patient reports himself cured, is his own, and
that the disappearance of irritation which the eye-wash may
bring about may very readily delude the patient into the
belief that he has been cured.”

Then follows the recommendation of Assistant Attorney-
General Lamar to Postmaster-General Burleson that a fraud
order be issued against the Okola Laboratory, Inc., as its
operation was in violation of the federal statutes and was
“a scheme for obtaining money through the mails by means
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and
promises.”"—(With additions from The Journal A. M. A,
May 9, 1914.)



OXYPATHOR, OXYGENOR AND
OTHER GAS-PIPE FRAUDS

It is sometimes hard to decide which is the greater—the
impudence of the quack or the credulity of his victims. The
comparative ease with which the medical faker is able, by
the most preposterous claims, to separate the trusting from
their money indicates the enormous potentialities in advertis-
ing. It might be supposed that an individual who set out to
sell, as a panacea for all the ills of the flesh, a piece of brass
pipe with one or two wires attached to it, would, commercially
speaking, have a hard and rocky road before him. But such
a supposition would be incorrect. Not only would the enter-
prising faker find customers for his gas-pipe, but there would
be such a demand for this most inane of “therapeutic
devices, that two or three imitators would immediately enter
the market.

SANCHE AND HIS “INVENTIONS”

The original exploiter of what may be called ‘“gas-pipe
therapy,” was one Hercules Sanche, who modestly described
himself as the “Discoverer of the Laws of Spontaneous Cure
of Disease.” Of course, Sanche did not “discover” this long-
known truth at all, but he must be given credit for appreciat-
ing its commercial value. Starting with the premise that a
certain proportion of sick people—and of those who think
they are sick—will get well without treatment, or. in spite of
it, he apparently cast about to devise a means of reaping a
pecuniary reward from the operation of this natural law.
Sanche might, of course, have used some harmless, or even
unmedicated, tablets and after describing at great length the
marvelous properties inherent in them, have sold them with
substantial profit to himself. This method of fleecing the
public, however, besides being old and threadbare, was not
altogether free from the possibility of legal complications.
He might have offered to sell “absent treatment” and have
discoursed learnedly-on the benefits and virtues of this won-
derful therapeutic force. But “absent treatment” does not
appeal to the man who wants a tangible “something” in
exchange for his dollars. Sanche finally hit on a device that
was negatively harmless—and positively worthless—and yet
theatrical enough to make the purchaser feel that he was
getting something for his money.
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THE ELECTROPOISE

Sanche’s first and simplest gas-pipe cure device he called
the Electropoise, for which he made such claims as:

“The Electropoise supplies the needed amount of electric force to
the ‘system, and by its thermal action places the body in condition
to absorb oxygen through the lungs and pores.”

“It introduces this potent, curative agent, oxygen, into the remotest
and most recondite parts.”

“The gases from decaying food are positive in their electrical
quality and cause disease. With the Electropoise we cause the negative
elements so abundant in the atmosphere to be attracted into the body
in sufficient quantity to consume the accumulation of combustible
matter stored up by the imperfect action of the vital organs.”

WW
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of a portion of a two-page
advertisement that appeared in the Cosmopolitan magazine, October,
1895, of Sanche’s original gas-pipe fake—the Electropoise. It sold
for from $10 up.

Apparently, there was no disease, known or unknown, that
the Electropoise would not cure—according to its exploiter.
All these cures, it appeared, were to be brought about hy
causing the system to absorb oxygen from air. This—the
absorption of oxygen—is the theory which has been invented .
to explain the therapeutic action of the Electropoise and of
all the later humbugs of which it was the prototype.

The Electropoise was a metal cylinder, called the “Polizer,”
three and one-half inches long and weighing about five ounces.
The cylinder was sealed at both ends and to one end there
was attached an uninsulated flexible cord. At the free end
of this cord there was a small disc, which, by means of an
elastic band and buckle, could be fastened to the wrist or
ankle. The Electropoise cylinder, when broken into, was
found to be hollow and empty. It sold for from $10 up.
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THE OXYDONOR

So popular did the electropoise become and so readily did
the credulous respond, that Sanche extended his operations by
putting on the market a modification of his first fake, which
he christened the “Oxydonor Victory,” or as it is more com-
monly known, “Oxydonor.” The claims made for the Oxy-
doner were, if possible, even more false, extravagant and
fraudulent than those made for the Electropoise. For
instance:

“The new life-giver for self-treatment.”
“Cures all fevers, including yellow fever, in a few hours.”
“Cures all forms of disease.”

According to Sanche, it, too, operated by the “oxygen-
absorption” method. In earlier days, the Oxydonor was said
to force oxygen into the system. This was such a prepos-

This depicts the piece of metal tubing “invented” by Hercules
Sanche and named the “Oxydonor.” -The claim was made that ‘it
causes the human organism to thirst for and absorb the oxygen of
the air.” It was advertised to ‘quickly and infallibly cure” a list
of diseases ranging from “headache” to “hydrophobia” and from
“twitchings” to “‘tetanus.” This fake sold for from $10 to $35

terously absurd claim that Sanche modified it later and
claimed that the Oxydonor put the body in such a condition
that more oxygen was absorbed. Thus, to use the deadly
parallel :

EarLiER CLAIMS LaTer CLAIMS
“The oxydonor victory gener- “Oxydonor causes the body to
ates or absorbs oxygen from the absorb large quantities of oxygen
water and forces it by the law —the vitalizer of the bloog—
of induction through the sys- through the myriad pores of the
tem.” skin.”

The Oxydonor differed slightly from the Electropoise: The
cylinder was not quite so long; instead of being empty, it
contained a stick of carbon; instead of selling for $10.00, it
sold for $35.00. Aside from these minor points of difference,
it resembled the Electropoise. Its cylinder, also, was hermeti-
cally sealed and had attached to one end a cord with a disc,
buckle and strap similar to those of the older instrument.
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To “operate” the Oxydonor, it was placed in cold water
and the disc was attached to the wrists or the ankle of the
person using it. When these conditions were met, the instru-
ment was supposed either to force oxygen into the body, or
to cause the body to absorb oxygen—according to whichever
falsehood seemed the easier to believe.

THE FORCE OF DIADUCTION

One might imagine that the ease with which the gullible
were separated from their money, by means of the Oxydonor,
would have satisfied even the get-rich-quick propensities of
Hercules Sanche, but this shrewd, old dispenser of modern
magic thought he saw still greater possibilities in his nickel-
plated piece of gas-pipe. No one, he argued, had ever real-
ized before that by attaching a piece of nickel-plated brass
tubing to the body by means of a flexible cord, the system
could be made to absorb oxygen. If this could be done —a
large “if” — then it seemed reasonable to suppose that a new
force had been discovered. SucH was Sanche’s proposition.
Ergo, having “discovered” a new “force,” why not capitalize
it? Sanche, therefore, christened his force “Didduction.”

While discussing the commercial use to which the exploiter
of the Oxydonor put his new force, Diaduction, it may be
interesting to see what unprejudiced and intelligent men
thought of it. Mr. Justice Shiras, who later became a mem-
ber of the Supreme Court of the United States, said of “dia-
duction” :

“I am entirely certain that I do not understand the working of
this so-called force, if any such exists, and I greatly doubt whether

Dr. Sanche has any clear conception of the force or principle which
he seeks to describe under the name of ‘diaduction.’”

Still other judges have had something to say on the matter.
Said one:

“From the record evidence we have tried to get some intelligent
idea of ‘diaduction.’ We have failed utterly.”

And again:

[The theory] “is a mere pretense, that is to say, a theory not
entertained by the inventor in good faith, but put forward as an
imaginary hypothesis merely for the purpose of obtaining a patent
on a very simple contrivance, which was not patentable unless the
claim was reinforced by some such pretended discovery.”

It would be interesting to know, but it is impossible to
learn from a study of the records, whether Sanche invented
the force of diaduction for the purpose of dignifying his gas-
pipe fake or “invented” his nickel-plated humbug so as to
capitalize his imaginary force. At any rate, both fakes were
worked to the limit.
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THE FRATERNITY OF DUXANIME

Nor were the “instrument” and the “force” the only things
founded by Sanche. Fraternitas Duxanime — the Fraternity
of Duxanima — was the name of an organization evolved
from the fertile brain of this exponent of gas-pipe cure.
Naturally, the object of Fraternitas Duxanime was the
enriching of its founder, both by the sale of Oxydonor and
otherwise. An elaborate booklet was issued which purported
to set forth the objects of the Fraternity. To discuss the
book at length would be tedious and probably the best
method of acquainting the reader with its contents will be
to quote one sentence — the opening one. It is true this
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Photographic reproduction (reduced) of some of the numerous
mechanical fakes by which Sanche has separated the simple from
their money. The instrument shown on the extreme left of the
upper row was known as the “Animator” and was said to be “a
powerful diaductive tonic.” It sold for from $5 to $10. The
device on the extreme rffht of the upper row is the “Novora”
with its accompanying cords and discs rolled around it; the center
illustration in the lower row is the Novora without cords or discs.

he Novora was supposed to be used by any person that had to
sleep with a patient who was using an Oxydonor. One of the
Novora discs was to be attached to the ankle of the patient while
the other disc was to be attached to the ankle of the patient’s bed-
mate. The instrument shown in the lower right hand corner was
known as the ‘“Vocorbis,” and it also was to be used in connection
with the Oxydonor. The ‘“B:nora,” shown in the lower left-hand
corner, was an attachment to be applied to the Oxydonor, by which
two persons might derive the same (imaginary) benefit from one
instrument. It sold for $30.

sentence contains 468 words and may seem a trifle tedious
and not very lucid, but it so perfectly exemplifies the whole
book that, at the risk of being tiresome, it is reprinted
verbatim :
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SANCHE'S FRATERNITY EXPLAINED IN ONE SENTENCE

“The Fraternity of Duxanima is a Cosmopolitan Organization of
the beneficiaries of the new Method of curing disease and of bracing
life to any reasonable requirement, on strictly natural principles,
without medication, or elettrical devices, or anything previously
employed to treat human ills, and without anything except what I
have invented and named, ‘Diaductive Connections,’ made with cer-
tain Diaductive connectors, connecting the human organism, or any
other living thing, with suitable inanimate matter in suitable quan-
tity and condition, to form a diamagnetic pair, acting as an artificial
Organic Device; and thus converting the organism so connected
together with the connector and the inanimate matter connected with,
into a new (hybrid) artificial vegetative apparatus, operating spon-
taneously and irrepressibly, as soon as made, by the spontaneous
impulse of natural forces, according to certain Natural Laws and
Principles of which I am the Discoverer, functioning as such an
apparatus as soon as the necessary pairing arrangement is properly
made, and as long as this arrangement remains the same, vegetating
on the same natural principles as certain plants, though two-thirds
artificial, and composed partly of a living human or animal organism,
according to the Diaductive qualities of the connector employed; and
vegetating with any required force and intensity, wholly for the benefit
of the only natural one-third living part in the pairing arrangement
constituting this hybrid apparatus, that is, for the benefits of the living
organism attached to one end of the ‘Diaductive Connector’; which
artificial vegetative process, when properly begotten, by the proper
arrangement with the proper means, instantaneously arrests the chem-
ical process of disease, and rekindles the physiological Combustion of
Life; and thus rapidly reanimates the failing living organism, causes
it to rid itself of noxious matter by its own functions, according to
its own inherent laws, through the energetic, unerring operation of
its own organic parts, as soon as adequately reanimated; which, as
already fully demonstrated in many millions of tests all over the
World without a complete failure, cures disease in any form, and
revitalizes human beings, or animals, or plants, to any required degree,
as quickly as if accomplished by magic, while the patient feels little,
or nothing, and sleeps sweetly and naturally to wake in health, strong.
vigorous, hungry, and more highly animated than usual, physically and
mentally, to the amazement of medicators and orthodox reasoners;
though =bsolutely natural, irresistible, and naturally infallible, and
though long since effected at the rate of no less than fifteen thousand
times daily, every day in the year, scattering all over the World, from
a2 medical standpoint these Diaductive Cures are too astonishing, to
permit medicators to trust their own senses and to believe their own
eyes, but in the slowest way, who remain incredulous as long as
possible, to finally surrender and admit these diaductive facts.”

Thus in a sentence does Dr. Hercules Sanche, the “only
absolute master of diseases on earth,” introduce the reader
to his Fraternitas Duxanime. As a fraternity, there was, of
course, a vow to be taken—“The Vow of Duxanimae (Votum
Fraternitatis Duxanime)”—and the taking of this vow was
“the prime and inflexible condition” to enrolment. While the
“vow” is too long and elaborate to reproduce in full, the fol-
lowing quotations make clear its salient points.

THE VOW OF DUXANIM.E

“To Almighty God, I solemnly promise the following:

“With all peaceful means at my command, I will oppose the sale
and use of the Imitations of Diaductive Instruments, Devices and
Means [Oxydonors] ”
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“I will in like manner oppose all existing and proposed legislation
everywhere I may be, that gives preference or any kind of advan-
tage to medical or other Practlces over the Practice of Scientific or
Popular Diaduction .

“I will ever be mindful of the importance . . . of obtaining
the enactment of new laws in every way favorable to the spread of
both, Popular Diaduction, and Scientific Duxanimx by Diaduc-
tion . . .”

“I will do everything in my power to extend to all accessible
human beings the benefits of this Fraternity and of the School and
Practice of Duxanimz by Diaduction.”

“I abjure all ceremonial performances, religious, political, social
and fraternal .

“I abjure medication and every kind of treatment founded on
medical ideas or theories, for the preventlon or cure of disease in
any form, or of any ill, or ailment.

These few paragraphs, while but a small part of the com-
plete vow which Sanche’s dupes were supposed to take, give
some indication of the scope of the fraternity. Out of «the
mass of verbose and inconsequential twaddle that made up
" the seventy-six-page book devoted to the Fraternity of Duxa-
nimz, one fact stands out with a fair degree of clearness—
the exploitation of the Oxydonor.

DONATIONS TO THE CAUSE

Nor was Sanche satisfied with the iron-bound vow, which
he was able to exact. Printed forms were sent out entitled:
“Donations to the Cause of Duxanimz by Diaduction. In
Trust with Dr. Hercules Sanche, its Discoverer.” The money
asked for was to be used in part as follows:

“ . the undersigned . . . donate to Dr. Hercules Sanche,
of 261 I'lfth Avenue, New York City, U. S. A, . . . amounts
that we write on the same line with, or on the line next to ous
signatures, for his owm use in payving his personal and other expenses
in travel and other incidental costs incurred by his promoting the
general cause of duxanima by diaduction . . . to be used by himn
to the best advantage, according to his own best judgment and discretion,
upon his honor which we trust implicitly herewith.” [Italics ours.—Ebp. |

In order, apparently, that the individuals making these
donations might feel that their money was not altogether
thrown away, they were told that the money donated might,
at the option of the donors, be “convertible into loans” and
would be refunded in the form of “credits for cash payment
to the proportion of 50 per cent., or for the full amount when
current expenses are well provided for.” [Italics again ours.
—Eb.] The donors, it seems, were not to receive their dona-
tions back in real money, but were merely to be credited, to
the amount stated, “on ‘dues for the diaductive treatment of
any case of disease . . . or on the regular retail prices of
any diaductive instruments [Oxydonors] or devices that, as
the head of the firm, I manufacture, or of any books that as
such I publish. !
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A study of this very elaborate and ingenious method of
separating the fool from his money indicates that here, in
the form of Hercules Sanche, we have the original J. Rufus
Wallingford.

Oxygenor

So much for Hercules Sanche, inventor of the Electropoise
and Oxydonor, the original gas-pipe fakes. The commercial
success attending the exploitation of these frauds was such
as to arouse the cupidity of others and numerous imitations
have appeared. The “Oxygenor King,” while similar to the
Oxydonor so far as its worthlessness and fraud in exploita-
tion are concerned, is a slightly more elaborate fake. As may
be seen by the illustration, it differs from the Oxydonor in
having two cords to attach.'to the patient, one from
each end of the cylinder. These cords terminate respectively
in 2 copper and zinc disc, the former to be buckled to the
wrist, the latter to be attached to the ankle. There is also
a third cord, which may be attached to any one of three .
points on the body of the cylinder by means of a screw cap.
This third cord joins the other two cords at a short distance
from the cylinder and is called the “force-controlling cord.”
The cylinder of the oxygenor is 55 inches long and weighs
about 114 pounds. A circular describing this fake says:

“The Perfected Oxygenor King is a scientifically constructed instru-
ment capable of curing all curzble diseases without drugs, employing
only the oxygen of the gair.” .

“It consists of a metal cylinder, especially charged with a delicately
adjusted but permanent combination of rare and costly metals, chemical
agents and conductive elements, and called a generator.”

THE CONTENTS OF THE OXYGENOR

¢ The chemists of the American Medical Association recently
examined the contents of the Oxygenor cylinder and found
that the “rare and costly metals” contained therein were iron,
brass and lead, while the “chemical agents and conductive ele-
ments” were sulphur, sand and charcoal —the sulphur and
sand, together, comprising 97 per cent. of the whole.

The Oxygenor is claimed by its exploiter to “possess com-
plete mastery over all curable diseases.” Of course, testi-
monials are forthcoming to show the value of this piece of
brass tubing:

“We can furnish proof that its range of cures is from Headache
to Paralysis, from Blood Poison to Change of Life, from Chickenpox
to Varicose Veins, from Colic to Bright’s Disease, from Malaria to
Dyspepsia. In fact, practically the entire list of prevalent ailments
is embraced in the record of cures.”

In common with the Oxydonor, it.is supposed to produce
its marvelous effects by its power to “oxygenate” the human
body.

“This instrument introduces in a special way the curative agent

allotrophic oxygen, or ozone, directly into the circulation through
the pores.”
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NO ELECTRICAL POWER

No claim is made that the Oxygenor will produce a current
of electricity or that its alleged effects are in any way due to
electricity. The evident reason for this omission is that were
such a claim made, it could be proved absolutely false. It is
not so easy, from a legal standpoint, to disprove the exist-
ence of a “force” that is unknown to everybody except those
who “invented” it and who are making money out of its
commercial exploitation. It is worth noting, however, that
the patent specifications — for this silly fraud has actually
been patented — for the original Oxygenor describe it as a
“battery case for electro-medical apparatus.” Say the speci-
fications :

“Our invention relates to improvements in medical instruments

such as are nsed for supplying electric currents to the human
body . . .7

The “Oxygenor” is an elaboration of the “Oxydonor” fake. It
-also, is supposed to ‘‘oxygenate’” those who use it. Twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) is asked for this picce of metal pipe filled with sand
and sulphur.

NOT DESERVING OF PROTECTION

The Oxygenor is such an evident imitation of Oxydonor
that it is not surprising to learn that Sanche attempted to
invoke the power of the courts to prevent its sale. The
United States courts, however, decided that Sanche’s instru-
ment was not of sufficient value to entitle it to protection in
a court of equity. In commenting on this case, THE JoURNAL
of the American Medical Association said editorially,’ in part:

“The court stated that these and similar fakes can-
not have the indorsements of the courts when the
pretended inventor cannot make, or refuses to make,
an explanation. The court admitted that reputable
witnesses testified that when sick they used some of
these devices, and that they were restored to health;
but the court goes on to say that there is nothing to

1. Tue JoUrNAL A. M. A, July 30, 1904, p. 336.
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prove that this sequence of events is in the nature
of cause and effect. He remarks: ‘It would be just
as reasonable for an Iowa farmer to say that his barn
was not destroyed by the last thunderstorm because
there was a lightning rod on Mount Pisgah, as for a
man to say that his restoration to health was brought
about by the use of an oxydonor or an oxygenor.””

The Oxypathor (née Oxygenator)

Later, another modification of the gas-pipe cure was foisted
on the public. It was first called the “Oxygenator,” a name
sufficiently like Oxygenor that one would imagine the courts

~could be invoked on the grounds of infringement of title.
Possibly the Oxygenor people have thought it safer to keep
away from the courts. After being sold under the name
Oxygenator for some time the term Oxygenator was changed
to that of “Oxypathor.” Whether this change was made to
avoid legal reprisal on the part of the Oxygenor concern or

Tte “Oxypathor” is one of the latest imitations of Sanche’s original-
fakes. It is just as worthless as the others and the claims made for
it are even more viciously false. Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) and
thirty-five dollars ($35.00) are asked for it.

whether the undesirable publicity given to the fraudulent
nature of the Oxygenator both by The Journal of the American
Medical Association and the State authorities in Vermont put
the name “Oxygenator” in ill repute, we do not know, but
the change was made.

Apparently, there was a good deal of money behind the
Oxypathor concern. An elaborate booklet was issued and
selling depdts were established in many cities. As “Diaduc-
tion” was the imaginary force invented for the purpose of
selling Oxydonors, so “Oxypathy,” a word the company
claimed to have trademarked, was the shibboleth of the
Oxypathor fakers.

The Oxypathor in appearance resembles the Oxygenor more
than it does the Oxydonor. It consists of a cylinder with two
cords and discs; the latter to be attached respectively to the
ankle and wrist of the user. It differs from the Oxygenor in
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having no third—*force-controlling”—cord. The Oxypathor
comes in different sizes; that referred to as “ ‘00’ Duplex
“Oxypathor” has a cylinder 7 inches long and 115 inches in
diameter and weighs about 3 pounds. It, of course, does its
work by “oxygenating” the body. Here are some of the
claims made for it under its earlier name and its present
name:

“The OxypaTHOR renders the body strongly PosITIVE; it is then in
a natural condition to ATTRACT the NEGATIVE OXYGEN.”

_“The OXYGENATOR, pumping in magnificent manner that great God-
given purifying element—OXYGEN—in vast quantities THROUGH THE
PORES OF THE SKIN, attacks with maddened vigor the accumulation
within the lungs.”

From these quotations, it seems that the user of the Oxy-
pathor (Oxygenator) may take his choice of two explanations
of how the instrument works: either it causes the body to
attract the oxygen, or it pumps the oxygen into the body. As
both statements are falsehoods, it makes little difference
which one the purchaser accepts.

An Oxypathor dissected. The gas-pipe has been sawn open and the
coke dust emptied out.

WILL NOT CURE CANCER’

A study of the booklet describing Oxypathy indicates that
the Oxypathor will cure every discase except cancer and
tumor. It is explicitly stated that:

“The Oxypathor will not cure Cancer and Tumor nor will it restore
a lung or other organ of the body that is gone.”

Elsewhere in the book, the statement is made that the Oxy-
pathor has cured many advanced cases of Bright's disease,
so that, apparently, it does restore some organs, or parts of
organs, of the body that are gone! It is probable that the
reason the Oxypathor company so studiously disclaimed any
ability to cure cancer is that the United States Government
has made the exploitation of “cancer cures” relatively risky.

In many ways that later type of gas-pipe cure was the
worst, inasmuch as claims were made for it that are not only
absurd but dangerous. For instance:

“DipHTHERIA: This overwhelming child’s disease finds its supreme
master in the Oxypathor. No earthly power except the Oxypathor
can take the slowly choking child, and with speed, simplicity and
safety, bring it back to health.

“Don’t jeopardize the health and life of your children by allowing
to be injected into their veins and previously pure blood the filth

and often fearfully contaminated death-dealing serum of an anima{
otherwise known as antitoxin.”
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LABORATORY OF HYGIENE

WARNIXG NOTICE

Vielution of Vermeat Pure Feed
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Mr, H. J. Preston, .Mgr. Vermont
Oxygenator Ca. Burlingtofi, Vt.
You are hereby Informed that the | (t

following material “O 0" Duplex
Oxygenator obtained of you Oct. f[t

10th, '10, does not comply with the
n. |] Vermont Pure Food Laws, Re- S
marks: misbranded; claims on label

are misleading and extravagant.
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Very truly yours, .

H D. HOLTON, M. D as;
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Brattleboro, Oct. 31, 1916

An slleged swindle, according to an
Mcial report just ggmpleted by **

Photographic reproduction (reduced) of the first part of a long
article appearing in the Burlington (Vermont) Free Press, describ-
ing the results of an investigation of the Oxygenator (Oxypathor)
by the Vermont State Board of Health.
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It is difficult to restrain one's indignation at the thought
that such viciously cruel lies as these should be permitted to
be scattered broadcast. Let the neurotic or neurasthenic

-These four pictures illustrate the lack of originality shown by the various exploiters
of the gas-pipe cures. They are photographic reproductions (much reduced) of illus-
trations that appear in the advertising matter of the various concerns engaged in this
form of fraud and are supposed to represent the methods of applying the wvarious
instruments. The upper left-hand picture is from the Oxydonor pamphlet; the upper
right, from the Oxygenor; the lower left, from the Oxypathor, and the lower right,
from the Oxytonor.

adult, if he can convince himself that a nickel-plated piece of
gas-pipe possesses curative properties, experiment with it on
his own person if he wishes. But that a helpless child in the
throes of a fearfully dangerous—and yet, if rightly treated,
curable — disease, should be allowed to suffer and die because
ignorant parents have been persuaded to rely on these mechan-
ical frauds, is no less than criminal. As for the miserable
harpies who for a few filthy dollars will write such cold-
blooded untruths as those quoted above, the safety of society
demands that they be put where they can do no further harm.
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THE CONTENTS OF THE OXYGENATOR

The Oxypathor (or Oxygenator) has been examined in the
laboratories of the University of Vermont. The chemists of
that institution were called on by the State Board of Health
of Vermont to determine the composition of the material with
which the Oxypathor (Oxygenator) cylinder was filled. The
laboratory report stated, in part:

“The hollow interior . . . is filled with a black
powder which analysis discloses to be a crude mixture of
inert substances, apparently the waste or by-product of a

manufacturing plant. . . . The powder is rough mix-
ture of iron filings, clayey material, and a dark-colored
carbonaceous mass, . . . apparently nothing more

than coke dust or carbon-black.”

This advertisement (reduced) appeared in a drug journal—the
Pharmaceutical Era. Evidently the hatred of drugs which the Oxypathor
exploiters profess, is only skin deep—it does not extend to the
pocket-book.

It is not surprising that on these findings, the State Board
of Health of Vermont declared the Oxypathor (Oxygenator)
to be “physically and therapeutically inert” and prohibited the
sale of the fraud. An official proclamation has been issued
by the Australian government forbidding the importation of
the Oxypathor (Oxygenator) into that country. Incidentally
it should be mentioned that in addition to its “drugless” fraud,
the Oxypathor concern has also exploited a line of peroxid
preparations for “sick feet,” and other conditions that pur-
chasers of Oxypathors have been led to believe could be
cured by the gas-pipe device.
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The Oxytonor and Oxybon

These three, the Oxydonor, the Oxygenor and the Oxy-
pathor, are the most widely advertised products used in this
form of fraud. There have been other, less widely adver-
tised, imitations of these. Such were the “Oxytonor” and
Dr. Filloon’s “Oxybon.” The Oxytonor was sold by the
Osteo Company of Chicago, a concern which also sold a
device called the “Osteopather,” and in exploiting which it
appropriated illustrations from a standard medical text-book
without obtaining the permission either of the publishers or
the author. Like the Oxytonor, the Oxybon Company was
a Chicago concern. No originality was shown in exploiting
this fraud, the advertising matter being similar to that put
out by the other “gas-pipe therapy” concerns.

The Oxytonor (on the left) and the Oxybon (on the right), two
more exponents of gas-pipe therapy. They were both put on the
market by Chicago Concerns; the former by the Osteo Company and
the latter by the Oxybon Company. Those who bought their gas-pipe
labeled Oxytonor, paid $20 for it; those who preferred it stamped
Oxybon, paid $35.

SUMMARY

To .sum up: The “Electropoise,” the “Oxydonor,” the
“Oxygenor,” the “Oxypathor,” the “Oxytonor,” and the
“Oxybon” were utterly worthless except as a means of
enriching their exploiters. Their therapeutic value, aside
from the element of suggestion that might be induced in those
who were willing to pay from ten to thirty dollars for a piece
of nickel-plated tubing, was absolutely nil. As already said,
if adults wish to squander their money on such foolishness
and are content to confine the “treatment” to their own per-
sons, well and good. If they have nothing much the matter
with them they may believe that they have received benefit;
if they are dangerously ill, Nature will probably exterminate
them as unfit. But let no person try to ‘“cure” the helpless
child with such frauds; as soon as that is attempted, such an
individual ceases to be a harmless idiot and becomes a dan-
gerous one.
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THE GOVERNMENT ACTS IN THE OXYPATHOR
AND OXYGENOR FRAUDS

The United States government has successfully prosecuted
E. L. Moses of Buffalo, N. Y., general manager of the Oxy-
pathor concern. The trial which was held in Rutland, Ver-
mont, lasted over a week, and on Nov. 7, 1914, Moses was
found guilty of using the mails to defraud and was sentenced
to serve eighteen months in the Federal Penitentiary at
Atlanta. He, of course, appealed but the Appellate Court
affirmed the judgment of the lower court, and as a result,
Moses is now serving sentence.

The scheme has been a profitable one. At the trial it was
brought out that the Oxypathor costs $1.23; it sold for $35.
Aside from the, element of suggestion inseparable from the
use of a mysterious, expensive-appearing and imposing-
looking device, purchasers of the Oxypathor could have
obtained just as valuable curative effects from an empty
tomato tin with a string tied to it. As a therapeutic agent,
the Oxypathor belongs in the same class as the left hind foot
of a rabbit caught in a graveyard in the dark of the moon.
Yet at the trial the exploiters of the Oxypathor were able
to produce witnesses to testify to the curative value of their
gas-pipe—and a few of the witnesses called themselves
doctors! This exhibition of credulity—or, in the case of
physicians, worse—is but another proof of the inherent
worthlessness of testimonials. Imposing and convincing tes-
timony would have been forthcoming long ago tp prove the
therapeutic efficiency of the rabbit’s foot if some one had
an exclusive proprietary interest in the sale of rabbit’s feet.
—(With Modifications and Additions from The Journal
A. M. A., Nov. 14, 1914.)

Denied the Use of the Mails

After the criminal proceedings had been brought against
Elvard L. Moses of Buffalo, N. Y., the Solicitor of the Post
Office Department submitted a memorandum to the Post-
master-General giving the facts that had been collected
regarding the methods of the Oxypathor concern and recom-
mending the issuance of a fraud-order against it. This
memorandum charged the Oxypathor Company and Alvin
L. Higley, president; Elvard L. Moses, vice-president
and general manager; Charles N. McMichael, treasurer;
Charles W. Brooke, secretary and assistant general manager;
Charles J. Armitage, business manager; Clarence E. Edson,
sales promoter; E. H. Johnson, oxypathic specialist, and
Joseph Salguando, Spanish expert, and also the Oxygenator
Company and the Buffalo Oxypathor Company all of
Buffalo, N. Y., together with the Central Ohio Oxypathor
Company and W. H. Sandwick, its general manager at
Columbus, Ohio, also, the Delaware Oxygenator Company
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with Booth and Broadway, its managers at Wilmington,
Del., with conducting a scheme for obtaining money through
the mails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, repre-
sentations and promises.

The Postmaster-General issued the order and the. United
States mails were closed to this fraud. The memorandum
of the solicitor contains so much of interest that we quote
from it freely:

THE GOVERNMENT'S REPORT

“The Oxypathor Company was incorporated in New York,
state in 1906 under the name of the Oxygenator Company,
the name being changed in July, 1911, to the present name
of the Oxypathor Company. The headquarters of the com-
pany are in Buffalo, N. Y. where its general offices are
located and from which place it distributes its devices to
purchasers and to agents througheut the world. Elvard L.
Moses, vice-president and general manager of the company,

A. V//q‘_‘l//llr‘:

Gas-pipe for appendicitis, ‘“female trouble,” etc. Some illustrations
(greatly reduced) from the Oxypathor booklet.

who is in active charge of its affairs, was convicted in the
United States District Court at Rutland, Vt, on Nov. 6,
1914, of using the mails in the furtherance of a scheme to
defraud in the conduct of this business, and was sentenced
on Nov. 7, 1914, to eighteen months in the penitentiary at
Atlanta, Ga., a stay of sentence and bail being refused. This
case is now pending on appeal before the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, having been
taken up on a writ of error. [As has been stated, Moses
lost his appeal, the Appellate Court affirming the judgment
of the lower court.—Ep.] The transcript of the record in
the trial court was introduced in evidence at the hearing
before this office by the respondents.
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“The business of this company is the sale through the
mails of a device known as an Oxypathor, which consists
of a brass cylinder filled with a black powder. To each end
of the cylinder is attached a copper wire at the termini of
which are straps and ‘treating plates’ designed for the appli-
cation of these wires to the human body. The cylinder con-
taining the power is termed by the company the ‘polarizer’
and is to be immersed in cold water while the machine is in
use. :

“In its advertising matter, which is freely circulated
throiigh the mails, the company represents that the Oxypathor
with attachments is a ‘thermo-diamagnetic instrument,’
which, when attached to‘the human body, alters its mag-
netic properties, greatens its affinity for oxygen, and thus
increases the body's capacity to attract and absorb the
oxygen of the air, and further that the use of the machine

A greatly reduced f)hotographic reproduction of a double-page illus-
tration in one of the “Oxypathor” booklets.

in accordance with the directions which accompany each
instrument, will quiet the most agonizing pain in a marvel-
ously short time, give profound restful slumber, stimulate
and arouse the body and all its organs to renewed vigor,
and cure practically every disease. The advertising matter
in which these representations are made is prepared by the
company at Buffalo and from that point is mailed either to
agents or to prospective purchasers in all parts of the
world. There are in evidence in this case some dozen
different pamphlets, all elaborately printed, which treat of
the alleged power of the Oxypathor to cure disease.

“The instrument sells for $35, additional charges being
made for special treatment plates to be used in the treatment
of certain diseases. From the year 1909 to the date of the
crimir,l’al trial, the company has sold 45451 appliances.
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The solicitor’'s memorandum after quoting in detail some
of the false and fraudulent claims made for the Oxypathor,
continues : .

“Both at the criminal trial and at the hearing before this
office the government produced expert testimony which
clearly showed that the claims of the company for this
device were entirely without foundation in fact. Physicists,
chemists and experts on radio-activity, all of whom appeared
and testified in behalf of the government, agreed that the
machine was absolutely inert and without power to influence
any substance known to science, or to increase magnetism in
any way.”

Then followed a summary of the testimony given by
chemists, physicists and physicians relative to the possibility
of the Oxypathor possessing any chemical, physical or thera-
peutic properties. The consensus of these opinions was, in
effect, to sustain the charge made at various times in THE
JournaAL that the Oxypathor possesses all the potentialities for
curing disease that are inherent to an empty tomato tin with
a string tied to it! Then the memorandum continues:

CONFIDENTIAL INSTRUCTIONS TO AGENTS

“Throughout the advertising matter the company repre-
sents that the oxypathor is especially efficacious in the treat-
ment of chronic diseases and diseases of long standing.
Touching the good faith of the company in making thesc
representations to prospective purchasers, the following is
quoted from the confidential instructions issued to selling
agents by the company: -

“Use judgment in taking cases. Take the cases already suggested—-
the ones in which you have an even show with the doctors. Sidestep
the cases which have been drugged for years and years. You might
just as well hitch the Oxypathor to a mummy—or to a stone hitching-
post—or a telegraph pole—as to some of the cases which will come to
you as a last resort. Be wise—and side-step these last-resort cases.
They spell nothing but trouble—and failure—and knockers. Tell them
politely but firmly that they have waited too long, and let it go at
that. This need not dampen your enthusiasm. It should not. It is
simply showing good judgment. It is fending off that which might
destroy your enthusiasm. It is not that we fear hard cases. Nothing
of the kind. They may be as hard as they wish—provided of recent
origin. Until firmly established, better play the business ‘safe.” It will
pay you well to do so.”

HOW TO CATCH THE GULLIBLE

Then follows a number of quotations from the same
pamphlet of “confidential instructions” issued to the selling
agents by the company. Here are some of them:

“Tell yourself repeatedly that the Oxypathor is all right. Repeat
this until firmly convinced that it is all right. Thereafter you will) be
invincible. From that time—from the time you get faith—have con-
fidence—you will win.”

“This brings you face to face with the matter of prospects. How
secure them? Listen—you will find prospects by keeping out where
the money grows. Get that? You will find prospects by keeping out
amongst the people.” .
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“Furthermore, you should engage every possible acquaintance in
conversation. Instead of merely nodding acquaintance, stop to talk.
At first, let ‘this talk drift as it will. Soon, though, direct it. Say,
‘Feeling pretty good?’

“You will be surprised to see how many do not feel good—and
they’ll give you the whole story—if you will keep still. Then you can
get in your licks. Tell them what you have to sell or lease—and tell
them that you will call soon to show the Oxypathor—and demonstrate
it. Say this in such a way as to prevent a ‘turn down.”  Say it in a
positive tone of voice. You will find few have the nerve to deny
you a hearing. The rest is easy.

“Should the person say that he is perfectly well, say, ‘And how are
the folks?’

“You will be astonished at the amount of illness this will uncover—
of which you never dreamed. You must, though, remain quiet for
some time after asking the question. Some persons have a habit of
saying ‘all right’—but who quickly revise their statements—if you
remain quiet and say nothing.”

“A VITAL TIP!

“Above all—get some money in advance. Get a payment. Do this
without fail. You must—to get the user’s full co-operation. Unless
the user must bear expense, he will have nothing at stake, and bitter
experience teaches that nothing at stake means poor co-operation.”

“The less theory you talk, the better. Use common words rather
than technical words—and save yourself hours of weary talking, It is
far better to say, ‘Oxygen burns up the wastes and poisons in the
blood, thus leaving it rich and pure, and you well,’ than to undertake
to describe these poisons, wastes and acids. The number of fool
questions that you will find hurled your way if you undertake technical

presentations will surprise—and disgust you. Sidestep as here sug-
gested.”

TESTIMONIALS FROM PHYSICIANS

Of course, the main reliance of the Oxypathor fakery was,
as is the case in all medical frauds, testimonials. Not only
did they present testimonials from laymen, but they were
also able to employ certain physicians who gave so-called
clinical reports regarding the alleged therapeutic value of
this piece of gas-pipe. In the trial that was held at Rutland,
Vt., the following physicians were reported by the Rutland
newspapers at the time, to have taken the stand in defense
" of the Oxypathor:

Dr. Allen R. Taylor, Chattanooga, Tenn.: Taylor told of
numerous ‘“‘cures” worked by the Oxypathor under his instruc-
tions. It might be mentioned, incidentally, that Taylor
is—or was—in the business of selling Oxypathors.

Dr. Louis Hazen, Burlington, Vt.: Hazen testified, accord-
ing to the papers, that he had cured a man of alcoholic paral-
ysis and a woman of “paralysis of the spine” with the
Oxypathor.

Dr. Roy H. Cox, Chicago: Cox, according to the reports,
at the request of a man interested in the Oxypathor, “treated”
several patients with one of these fakes. A person with “poor
blond and otherwise in a rundown condition” was treated by
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Dr. Cox with the Oxypathor and was “well in six weeks”; a
case of “blood poisoning was cured in six days” ; more marvel-
ous still: “Acute appendicitis was cured in a few days while
lumbago was relieved at once.” Dr. Cox also had “an alco-
holic paralytic” who was “ultimately cured” by the Oxypathor.

Dr. Wm. W. Cook, Chicago: Dr. Cook, according to the
newspaper report ‘“treated erysipelas, gall trouble, tonsilitis,
pleurisy and lumbago” with the Oxypathor and “in every one
of these cases the patient ultimately recovered.” Dr. Cook
was willing, it seems, to express the opinion that these bene-
fits were directly due to the use of the Oxypathor! On cross-
examination, Cook admitted that the patients who had thus
been ‘“cured” had also been given general hygienic, dietetic
and other treatment at the same time that they were attached
to the Oxypathor.

Dr. Joseph P. Ghio, St. Louis, Mo.: Ghio is credited with
reporting a “wonderful case” of a cure of “asthma” by means
of the Oxypathor. The patient had suffered “for over twenty-
two years” and in spite of the best treatment among special-
ists in this country and abroad ‘“she got no relief.” An
Oxypathor was attached and in fifteen minutes she was
relieved! Dr. Ghio also cited a “case of paralysis following
measles,” which he cured with the Oxypathor. It developed,
on further questioning, that Ghio was an agent for the
Oxypathor.

To return to the memorandum to the Postmaster-General:
One method by which the Oxypathor concern attempted to
get testimonials was to have the-agents urge certain of the
victims who had purchased these devices to write the Post-
master-General protesting against the issuance of a fraud
order. The Oxypathor Company went so far as to outline
a letter that these persons might write. As the solicitor’s
memorandum states “testimonials obtained in this way have
been demonstrated to be of little probative force.” The
solicitor also suggests that the number of people that wrote
these letters constituted but a small percentage of those who
had purchased the 45,000 Oxypathors which the company has
sold since 1609. To quate further from the memorandum:

TESTIMONIALS VALUELESS

“Testimonials are notoriously of small evidentiary value
in questions of this character. They are frequently obtained
for instruments and alleged remedies of no value from per-
sons suffering from chronic ailments who are prone€ to regard
the least improvement in their condition as an indication of
progress toward a cure. In many instances they were written
by persons who imagined they were suffering from disease
when in fact they were not, by persons whose recovery is due
to nature, and by persons whose recovery is due to nature and
local or hygienic treatments prescribed in connection with the
alleged curative agent. I am satisfied and find that all of the
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testimonials filed in this case fall within one or another of
the above classes.

.“As to the clinical reports submitted by the physicians
employed by this company to test the Oxypathor, there is
nothing to show that even in these cases the use of the instru-
ment alone effected the cure.

Greatly reduced full-pzge newspaper advertisement published by the
Carolina Oxypathor Company in an attempt to offset the damaging
exposure of their Oxypathor fraud by the North Carolina State Board
of Health.

“The respondents did not attempt to introduce any evi-
dence whatsoever as to the method in which the machine
worked or to explain the hitherto unknown force which would
be necessary to cause the body to take up unusually large
amounts of oxygen through the skin, and the record is
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entirely silent as to the means by which any of the alleged
cures are supposed to have been effected. Briefly, the position
of respondents was that all the representations as to how
the machine was supposed to operate were immaterial, and
that the sole question to be determined at the hearing was
the existence or non-existence of any therapeutic value in the
instrument itself, and respondents further claimed that the
only method whereby it was possible to determine the thera-
peutic value of the instrument was by tests upon the human
body in a diseased state. Necessarily, none of the tests made
by the government were made upon the human body in such
a state and respondents objected to the ihtroduction of the
government’s evidence showing that the machine was inert
and therefore incapable of affecting the body in any way.

In October, 1913, the North Carolina State Fair was held. The North
Carolina State Board of Health had an exhibit at the fair and exposed,
among other frauds, the Oxypathor swindle. Here are photographic
reproductions of two of the educational placards exhibited by the State
Board. The Oxypathor concern broke forth in full page newspaper
advertisements against the State Board of Health. See illustration on
opposite page.

“Attention is invited, in this connection to the fact that all
of the company’s advertising matter whereby persons are
induced to buy this instrument is based on the representation
that increased amounts of oxygen are furnished by it to the
human body. This is a specific, concrete, material representa-
tion, and there is no doubt that purchasers were induced to
part with their money on the strength of this representation.

“The. respondents’ contention that the therapeutic value
of this device can be shown in no other way than by tests
upon the human body is without merit when considered in
connection with the fact that the substances of which the
device is made up are well known, and that they have not
been shown to possess, either alone or in combination with
each other, any such power as is claimed for them. No
attempt was made to controvert the government’s evidence
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as to the materials of which these instruments are composed,
and no effort made to show that these substances possessed
any therapeutic value except by means of the testimonials
and reports above referred to. .

A VICIOUS SCHEME

“In conclusion, it may be said that the defense in this
case fails entirely to meet the government’s charges, and is
one that might be urged with equal force in defense of any
fraudulent mail-order medical concern, and that in fact had
this device possessed any of the power claimed for it, the
respondents would not have been driven for their defense
to solicited testimonials and reports and a legal technicality,
but would have been able to produce some affirmative proof
to meet the burden placed on them by the evidence of the
government. When it is considered that the company sells
this instrument for the treatment of practically every known
disease, many of which if allowed to continue without imme-
diate medical treatment may prove fatal to the patient, and
that those who buy the device may be lulled into a sense of
false security from all disease, necessarily restlting in many
cases in a serious or even fatal outcome which might have
been prevented had medical treatment been promptly resorted
to, the vicious nature of this scheme becomes apparent.

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money through
the miails by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, repre-
sentations and promises, and therefore recommend that a
fraud order be issued against the concerns and parties
named in the caption of this memorandum.”

On March 10, 1915, a fraud order was issued against the
Oxypathor Company, et al at Buffalo, N. Y., Columbus,
Ohio, and Wilmington, Del. Later, evidence was presented
by a postoffice inspector to the federal authorities to
show that P. K. Reynolds, Columbus, Ohio, had been made
general manager of the Central Oxypathor Company in the
place of W. H. Sandwick. The inspector showed further
that Reynolds was receiving mail pertaining to the sale of
Oxypathors. The Solicitor of the Post Office Department,
on receipt of this evidence, recommended that the fraud-
order against the Central Ohio Oxypathor Company be
extended to include P. K. Reynolds. In accordance with
this recommendation, a supplemental fraud-order was issued
against this individual on April 20, 1915.

The Oxygenor Declared a Fraud

On June 4, 1915 the Postmaster-General of the United
States 1ssued a fraud order against the Oxygenor Com-
pany of Chicago and its officers and agents as such.
This action was based on the recommendation contained in
the memorandum prepared by Judge W. H. Lamar, Solicitor
for the Post-Office Department. According to this memo-
randum the Oxygenor Company was called on to show cause
on or before March 31, 1915, why a fraud order should not
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be issued against it. At the request of W. Knox Haynes, a
Chicago attorney, who appeared for the Oxygenor concern,
the hearing for the case was continued to May 1, 1915, at
which time Mr. Haynes withdrew from the case. The hear-
ing was again continued to May 3, 1915, at the request of the
respondents, at which time L. A. Gilmore, the former pro-
prietor of the Oxygenor Company appeared in behalf of the
company, and an answer was also made by Woodford M.
Davis, the proprietor of the Oxygenor concern, under date
of April 28, 1915. After considering the pleas of both these
men, the solicitor for the postoffice department reported the
facts as he found them. To quote in part from the memo-
randum ;

“The respondent company is selling a device called a
‘Perfected Oxygenor King' on the representation that it
will cure practically every human ailment by causing the
human body to absorb increased amounts of oxygen from
the air, through increasing the blood’s ‘elective affinity’
for oxygen, and thus oxygenate the blood and restore
the patient to health, irrespective of the pamcular disease
from which he may be suffering. _

SULPHUR, SAND AND GAS-PIPE

“The device consists of a nickel-plated cylinder termed
the ‘generator,” to which are fastened wires which ter-
minate in ‘treating plates’ to be attached to the ankle and
wrist of the patient. The ‘generator’ is filled with a dull,
bluish-green, odorless powder almost entirely sulphur and
sand, but which the company describes as ‘a delicately
adjusted but permanent combination of rare and costly
metals.” Although the sand, sulphur and charcoal were
in all probability the only elements intentionally intro-
duced, a quantitative chemical analyses showed the fol-

lowing :
Sulphur ... . e e 66.85
Sand ...l e 29.82
Lead carbonate ............ccocoiuuunnnn. 1.64
Charcoal .......coviiiiiiiiiiiiinneninnns 1.12
Moisture .....oiiiiiiii e 12
Brass .....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiii i 19
Tron ..o e e trace

“The company manufactures two sizes of mstrument
which sell for $25 and $35, respectively.

“The ‘Oxygenor Direction Book,” which accompanies
each instrument, gives certain suggestions as to food,
diet, baths, frequency and duration of application of the
instrument, etc., and also contains a chart of more than
a hundred complaints, running the entire gamut of human
suffering from abscess to whooping-cough, with sug-
gested arrangement of the cords with reference to cer-
tain terminals on the instrument marked ‘W, ‘M, and ‘S,
indicating respectively weak, medium, and strong. Accord-
ing to the company, the range of the device in the cure
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of disease is ‘from headache to paralysis, from blood
poison to change of life, from chickenpox to varicose
veins, from colic_to Bright’s disease, from malaria to dys-
pepsia.’

“The mails have been freely used by the company in
the conduct of the business both for the original distri-
bution of its literature and for subsequent dealings with
purchasers who have been induced to remit. money
through the mails by means of the representations out-
lined above.

“UTTERLY WORTHLESS"

“As a matter of fact the device is utterly worthless
for the treatment of disease in any form, and all of the
representations as to its wonderful therapeutic value are
false and fraudulent. The instrument is absolutely inert
and incapable of affecting in any way any person to whom
it might be attached. Tests made at the request of the
inspectors who investigated the case demonstrate this
beyond question.”

The memorandum then details the result of the investiga-
tions that were made by the United States government in
the case of the Oxypathor fraud and then continues:

“In view of the utter inertness of the device, and its
absolute incapacity to generate any force of any kind, the
statements to the effect that the ‘force’ flowing from the
‘generator’ may be controlled by means of changing
about the ‘force controlling cord’ among the three ter-
minals marked to indicate ‘strong,’ ‘meédium,” and ‘weak’
are evidently without any foundation and intended solely
to mislead and deceive.”

The Oxypathor Company made practically no defense. No
attempt was made by the concern to show the existence of
the alleged mysterious, potent and hitherto unknown “force”
to which the Oxygenor Company —in common with the
exploiters of other gas-pipe frauds —claims is brought into
existence by the devices. Solicitor Lamar then continues:

INHERENTLY VICIOUS

“The inherent viciousness of the scheme which the
respondents are operating is apparent when it is remem-
bered that the company sells the treatment for the cure
of practically every human ailment, many of which, if
allowed to continue without immediate medical treatment
may prove fatal, and that those who, through the false
and fraudulent representations of the respondent, buy the
machine are not only defrauded but lulled into a sense
of false security from all disease.

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money
through the mails by means of false and fraudulent pre-
tenses, representations, and promises, and therefore
recommend that a fraud order be issued against the Oxy-
genor Company, Great Northern Building, Chicago, Illi-
nois, and its officers and agents as such.”

The order was issued.



“PROFESSOR” SAMUELS AND
HIS EYE WATER

One of the latest comets to flash across the firmament of
quackery is “Professor” H. Samuels, who hails from Wichita,
Kansas. Samuels claims that he is “the only living person”
who “treats through the eye” the following diseases:

Consumption Paralysis Bright’s Disease
Fits Blindness Morphin Habit
Cataracts . Eczema Heart Trouble

These are but a tithe of the numerous ailments that this
new apostle of quackery offers to “cure.” Samuels has been
lavishly spending his easily made money in advertising space.
An entire page of a city daily is no unusual amount of space
for him to use for a single advertisement.

The business is conducted along the lines of the typical
mail-order fake. A series of “follow-up” circular letters so
printed as to simulate individual type-written letters, “symp-
tom blanks,” the inevitable and ubiquitous testimonial—these
and such other paraphernalia as go to make up the stock-in-
trade of the quack, are used by Samuels in his process of
swindling the sick and humbugging the helpless. He empha-
sizes two points in all his advertising claptrap. First, he
wishes to treat only, “hard cases, cases that the regular doctor
can do nothing for;” second, he wants it generally known that
he has been arrested many times for irregular practice.

Sameuls’ “remedy” consists of an “eye water” which is
claimed to have cured ovarian tumor, “paralysis of the optic
nerve,” deafness, tuberculosis and various other-ills. Two
specimens of the “eye water” alleged to be used by Samuels
have been sent in by correspondents, from whom we learn
that $5.00 an ounce is charged for the stuff. A cursory exam-
ination of both samples has been made in the Association
laboratory and our chemists report as follows:

“Each of the two samples of the solution alleged to be used
by Professor Samuels was a colorless, slightly turbid liquid
having a salty taste. Each gave tests for sodium chlorid,
sugar and a trace of sulphate. In neither were metals such
as arsenic, copper, lead, iron, etc., present and in neither
could any potent alkaloids be detected.

“One of the samples examined was too small to make a
quantitative test practicable. Examination of the larger sam-
ples showed that the sodium chlorid and sugar were each
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present in about the same quantity, viz., 7.5 grams in 100 c.c.
(about 35 grains to the fluid ounce). : )

“The following formula gives a solution which is practically
tdentical with larger sample examined:

Hydrant water ..... b eeet ettt 1 gallon
SUBAr ..ttt e 10 ounces

Table salt ...oovvveriiniiiinnereneeninenns 10 ounces

A full-page Samuels’ advertisement that appeared in a New York
paper. is quack spends hundreds of thousands of dollars every year
on advertising and it is only by the criminal alliance between news-
Bapegsh and frauds of .this sort that men of the Samuels type can |
ourish.

Approximate value, 6 cents a gallon; alleged selling price,
$5.00 an ounce.”

The absurdity of attempting to cure consumption, the mor-
phin habit, ovarian tumor and scores of other pathologic
conditions, by merely dropping a weak solution of salt and
sugar in the eye, would seem sufficiently apparent to render
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quackery of that sort unprofitable. So it would be, were it
not for the credulity and unfailing optimism of the chroni-
cally ill toward all new “treatments.” Samuels’ reasons for
wanting to “treat” chronic diseases are evident. The quack
who attempted to relieve a man’s toothache or headache by
dropping a little salt water in his eye and charging $5.00 for
the process, would find few victims. But with sufferers from
chronic diseases the case is different. Ninety-nine consump-
tives out of a hundred will, for the first few weeks, agree that
they have been benefited after having experimented with some
new “treatment.”” And the less scientific the treatment and
the more wildly improbable the claims made for it, the
greater will be the alleged benefit derived from it.

The whole business is founded on falsehood and fraud.
Any man who will take money from a consumptive, an epilep-
tic or a morphin habitué under pretense of curing his disease
with such an inert mixture as that just described is an uncon-
scionable scoundel. It is a sorry commentary on our civiliza-
tion that the incurably 11l cannot, apparently, be protected
against their own credulity and the wiles of those who would
fatten on their misfortune and profit by their sufferings.
(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Dec. 24, 1910.)

SAMUELS KICKED OUT OF DETROIT

“Professor” Samuels has returned to Wichita, Kan. Some
months ago he left the western city and transferred his
mail-order business to Detroit. If he did this in the belief
that Michigan was an “easy” state and that he would be free
from interference by the authorities, he was disappointed. He
had barely settled down in his Detroit offices when the public
prosecutor, Mr. Hugh Shepard, raided the concern, seized the
card index of Samuels’ present and prospective victims and,
according to the newspapers, carried off a barrel of sugar and
a bin of salt. Finding Michigan so unsympathetic, Samuels
has returned to Kansas and is now “doing business at the old
stand.” Detroit is to be felicitated.

The business men of Wichita do not seem to be very
enthusiastic over Samuels’ return. The official organ of the
Wichita Business Association in discussing fake concerns in
that city makes the following reference to Samuels without
mentioning the quack’s name:

“Only recently the king of quacks and ‘fakers,” run out of a big
Eastern city, mercilessly handled without gloves by the American
Medical Association, has returned to Wichita. Some people received
him actually with open arms. Some seem to think that the boost
that postal receipts get from this mail-order business atones for any
shortcomings he possesses. Righteous indignation surges up rebelliously
at the very idea of ‘fake’ clothing and shoe concerns doing business
here, and legislation gets them; but no one seems to care much at the
return of this notorious and unconscionable medical quack.”
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If Wichita has the right kind of public prosecutor, that city
can be made to be just as unhealthy for Samuels as Mr. Shep-
ard made Detroit. But the case would need to be handled
without gloves. Samuels’ business is a fraudulent one and
1n spite of his wealth, amassed by selling a worthless mixture
as a cure for disease, his activities in this line can be curbed.

5% . r"""ﬁ??n :
suThose 1f [SAMURS ™) SAMOES |
o o U s

| rant yOR EANSAS AT 1 .
WiFE'S REQUEST. i
Crof. W Semutis be who adver —— —_—

.

N——a
FETX s e Ty

Exhibits Clipping From Paper
in Kansas Announcing Forth-
coming Moving Back.

v

Will Desert Detroit as Professor in Bad Way, :\
Soon as Case Is Without List of i
Settled. ! “Marks.” ¢
_— n -— 0
Still Peevish Bocause|! . Evidence Held Result “k‘
Shepherd Had HimPut |! | Years of Patieat !
Behind Bars. » |! Labar. -

|

!

Sugar and Salt Phy.uul
Didn't Profit by Detroit |g
Suy. H

Qhering dust in the county wuld-

Prot. M. Gamueis, the sweetencd
ave tons of Dapers
cers,ac

saly-water spectaiiat, W obont o
teave Detrott. 1o is gotng back (o
Wiehits, Kas. where for 3 years he
worked at his business of curing pro-
Ple by having them arop his om
Jound into the eye ahd inadentelly

the ese
) athered 10 Mmseif one of the Ix
- Umall erder Businesses I the &
Pt % wetted  hiny
. b

3; 3. 1
| e p——
—

Na

e
i SOFFBRERS WRITR |b e mmena
3 il ¢
PATHETICLETTERS| | {SAMUBLS IN O i} ¢~
Sestimony of Comempives 2o f]‘t HURRY TO LBAVBY| - § :
wvealed by Their Correaposdence » " i Buite ol .
With “Prot.” Heary Samusls, ’”::: n:";"‘m“:f. t : mo“:!!_o BE FAISE‘
POOR WOMEN BEG IN VAIN Word to Court. F WOMAN :.::“.:: ::me
THAT HE RETURN MONEY ury st k! 4 =,
Wite of One “Patient’” Relates Mo F Lo e ot ey ;::.':{éz";
Died Atwr Teking Salt .‘: W Ing (hat uby of the nuodreds
and Water Treat o ket for gy
onen’ v otowad th i o ::.ﬁ:“u.:‘i e
T A B
E‘I’.E.‘L:.ﬂ{'.

Some clippings from Detroit newspapers at the time Samuels’ offices
were raided, his card-index file seized and the quack himself thrown in

jail.
Like all mail-order quacks, Samuels’ chief stock-in-trade
are his testimonials. In his advertising, he makes much of the

letters that he claims to have received from his “patients.”
There is one class of letters that he receives about which
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nothing is said. We reproduce a few of the letters of this
kind. Out of consideration for their writers, we omit the
names and addresses of the persons sending them although.
both are on file in THE JourNAL office:

TeNNEessge, Feb. 20, 1912,
Pror. H. SamueLs, Wichita, Kan.

Dear Sir:—I am sending the treatment back that you sent my
wife some time ago. She is dead now. The treatment you sent her
made her worse and I can prove it. She never used it but six times
and she got worse right straight. Now I enclose your treatment back
to you and I want my money back. If you don’t I am going to pull
you for sending something that made my wife worse. There have
others told me I could, but I won’t bother you if you send my money
back, and if you don’t I will see what I can do with you. Awaiting
for quick reply, I am,

Yours very truly, W. F. S.

Osn1o, Jan. 21, 1911,
Proressor SaMueLs, Wichita, Kan.

Dear Siwr:—I am sorry to tell you my father is dead, and if you
have not sent that medicine, please hold same and return our money,
as we need it under the present circumstances.

We are greatly in need of money now, and if you will pleasc send
our money back, please do so.

If you have a small boy you may put yourself in our condition and
think if you were to die and leave a boy and wife to take care of them-
selves.

You see, my father was a poor working man and put all of his hope
in your medicine.

So if you will please scnd our money back we will be very grateful
to you. Yours very truly, H. S. P.

P. S.—We ask your sympathy in our trouble.

ARKANSAS, May 5, 1911,
PROFESSOR SAMUELS.

Dear Sir:—I will drop you a few lines, as I will send the last
treatment of your medicine back. My husband is dead. Just waited
too late to cure him, and I am left alone with two little ones to provide
for and I can’t use your medicine. 1 will return it, and if you think
it right to return the money why do so, for I need it. As that is all, 1
will close. E. Y.

Ipauo, May 16, 1911.
PROFESSOR SAMUELS.

Dear Sir:—Received your letter, but Mr. L. was dead at that time.
He passed away Saturday, May 6. Kept up with your medicine till
the last day; used only half of the one month’s treatment. Will you
take the medicine back that is left and send me some of the money
back, at least $15 of it, as I am a widow with three children, now can
use the money badly. Please let me know about it is soon as possible.
Have the medicine in a cool dark place. Yours respectfully,

Mrs. A. L.

NeBraska, Feb., 20, 1912,
Pror. H. SamueLs, Wichita, Kan.

Dear Sir:—Something near two months ago I sent you a bank
draft for $5 for a month’s treatment for my little boy’s eye who by
accident was hit in the eye with a stick and thus cut in the edge of
the pupil of the eye. We recd the treatment in due time and used it
according to directions, but have received no benefit, as the boy is
blind in that eye. I sent you the money in good faith and on your
own recommendation and also of Mrs. S. of this place, who is taking
your treatment. Now, in view of the fact that we have received no
benefit from treatment, do you not feel that it would be right that I
should receive my $5 again?
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Doc, if I was not a poor man and have four children to look after
beside my wife, I would say nothing at all; but in view of the fore-
going facts I only ask to be treated by you the same as you would

* desire to be treated by me were you in my stead. I will close, hoping
to hear from you soon. Sincerely yours. A. F. S.

Can these be read without indignation? Do the tragedies
they suggest call forth no protest against the heartless cruelty

v - .

The Detroit newspapers handled Samuels without gloves. Here is a
photographic reproduction of the double-column headline one of the
papers gave to the “story” of Samuels’ arrest.

of the mail-order quack? Must we wait for that far-off time
when the masses of the people shall have developed that
healthy scientific skepticism that will make quackery impos-
sible, before doing something to protect the wives and chil-
dren who are heartlessly swindled by frauds of this kind?
Or shall we not ask our legislators to recognize the patent
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fact that a large proportion of the public needs protection
against its own susceptibility and credulity in matters SO
closely related to its own health?

The Detroit News published an interview that one of its
reporters had with Samuels at the time this quack was still
living in one of the most expensive hotel suites in Detroit.

———————————
WORKING FOR WICHITA _}
maf!
Gr

Official Organ of the Wichita Business
Association,

201-207 Barnes Block, Wichita, Kansas.

R. H. FAXON, Editor, w
Vol. 1 Wichita, August, 1912. No. 3

OFFICERS OF THE WICHITA BUSINESS o
ASSOCIATION.

tricious concerns are getting theirs, the
quacks and fakirs in medicine.proceed to
reap a rich harvest in Wichita.

‘No less than three quack medical con-
cerny are in existence here; and only re-
) cently, the king of quacks and “fakirs,” run
out of a big Eastern city, mercilessly han-
dled without gloves by the American Medi-
cal Association, has returned to Wichita.

Some people received him actually with open
| arms. Some seem to think that the boost
that postal receipts get from his mail order
business atones for any shortcomings he
posgesses—.
< Righteous indignation surges up rebellious-
ly at the very idea of ‘“fake” clothing and
shce concerns doing business here, and legis-
lation gets them b e

The business men of Wichita were sorry to see this fraud return to
their city. “Working for Wichita’ is the name of a little publication
issued by the Wichita Business Association. Here is what it had to say
about Samuels’ return:

When seen by the reporter Samuels, with his wife and daugh-
ter, was about to start for a ride in his motor car. After
the interview was over Samuels and his party rode off—but
let the reporter tell it:
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“They were laughing as they went out in the sunshine
and the well-dressed little party looked prosperous—the
‘professor’ has cleaned up half a million dollars on his com-
pound. But as they slipped into the traffic of the avenue
another picture seemed to arise and sit beside the ‘professor’—
a gaunt woman holding in her arms a heavily-breathing child.
In her hand, a bottle and a medicine dropper. She touches
the forehead and starts back. The wasted little body is
chilling with the chill of death. The professor opens a letter.
She asks for the return of the money she sent him. She
does not need the rest of the treatment, the child is dead.

“Then there is the man who coughs slowly and terribly. His
face is the color of chalk, his throat is sunken, his hands
are so slender the bones seem to start through. A wife
bends over and drops a colorelss liquid into his eye. With
the application goes all of her faith, for is not Professor
Samuels the ‘Modern Moses’—he says so himself in his adver-
‘tisements—who will lead the people out of the bondage of
sickness and suffering? And mingled with these are many,
many others.”—(Modified from The Journal A. M. A., Oct.
12, 1912.) )

THE GOVERNMENT INTERVENES

On March 28, 1914, a memorandum, charging that “Pro-
fessor” H. Samuels and the Professor H. Samuels Remedy
Company, both of Wichita, Kan., were violating the postal laws
in that they were obtaining money through the mails by means
of false and fraudulent ﬁretenses, representations and prom-
ises, was delivered to both Samuels and his company. They
were further called on to show cause, on or before April 10,
1914, why a fraud order should not be issued. A continu-
ance was granted, at the request of Samuels, until April 30,
1914, at which time Amos W. Marston, a Chicago attorney,
appeared before the government officials on behalf of the
Samuels fakery. At the conclusion of the hearing, the attor-
ney was given, at his request, until May 16 for the filing of
a brief. When the brief was received by the federal authori-
ties it was given careful consideration, and after a thorough
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examination of all the evidence in the case, Assistant
Attorney-General Lamar recommended the issuance of a
fraud order. On June 1, 1914, a fraud order was issued.
The government’s investigation brought forth but few addi-
tional facts to those published in THE JournaL. The govern-
ment chemists found, as did the chemists of the Laboratory of
the American Medical Association, that the preparation sold
by Samuels was essentially a pinch of sugar and a pinch of
salt in ordinary hydrant water. The postoffice inspectors
wrote to the Samuels concern under various names and
received at different times letters representing that the
Samuels remedy would cure bow-legs, flat-foot, sprained
ankle, epileptic fits and lack of weight. Speaking of the
Samuels nostrum, the Assistant Attorney-General says:

“The claims for this solution, when considered in con-
nection with its analysis, are palpably fraudulent, and it
is clear that no one could be induced to purchase it if its
real composition were revealed. Hence it is described as
a new, peculiar and secret remedy in the advertising mat-
ter; and its real character fraudulently concealed. The
analysis shows that there is nothing new, peculiar or
secret about this solution and I so find.”

An investigation was also made by the federal authorities
“of one case described in Samuels’ testimonials. This par-
ticular testimonial, which has been used by the quack for
some years, was to the effect that Samuels had cured an old
character known as “Blind Joe” of Topeka, Kan. According
to the claims made by Samuels, “Blind Joe” had been sight-
less for several years and “had exhausted all of the means in
his power to be cured,” had given up in despair until he “fell
into the hands of Professor Samuels.” Then: “In a short
time he was able to see practically as well as he ever had in
his life.” The federal authorities interviewed the father and
sister of “Blind Joe,” both of whom swbre that “Blind Joe”
was blind; was never cured by “Professor” Samuels but
died blind, and they declared further that the representations

made by Samuels were absolutely false.
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WHILE IN DETROIT, SAMUELS OCCUPIED A $300-A-MONTH SUITE IN THE MOST EXPENSIVE
HOTEL OF THE CITY. AT THE VERY TIME HE WAS SPENDING MONEY LIKE WATER HE HAD
IN HIS FILES LETTCRS FROM IMPOVERISHED WIDOWS AND ORPHANS WHO HAD BEEN HEART-
LESSLY SWINDLED IN PURCHASING HIS WORTHLESS MIXTURE OF ‘SUGAR, SALT AND WATER AS
A “SURE CURE” OF THOSE ON WHOM THEY WERE DEPENDENT.

It was shown further at the trial that “Professor” Samuels
was not, in fact, a professor at all. In March, 1914, Samuels
was sued by a woman who was suffering with cataract and
had taken Samuels’ “treatment” without success. She was
awarded $400 damages against this faker. At the trial Sam-
uels admitted, under oath, on the witness stand, that he was
not a scientist or a physician, that he had not read any medi-
cal or scientific books on diseases of the eye for twenty

years; that he was not competent to testify whether the

P
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woman had a cataract or not and that he had treated her
without examination.

In addition to being debarred from the use of the United
States mails, Samuels was indicted by the federal grand
jury and put under $20,000 bonds for appearance in the
United States court. This trial has just been completed and
Samuels was found guilty in the federal court at Wichita
on eleven counts of using the United States Mails to defraud;
the maximum penalty for each one of the eleven counts is a
fine of- $1,000 and five years in prison. It is to be hoped that
this cruel and heartless swindler will be given a penitentiary
sentence.—(From The Journal A. M. A., Oct. 17, 1914.)



SANDEN ELECTRIC COMPANY

The Sanden Electric Company, 1261 Broadway, New York
City, has for years defrauded the public by selling so-called
electric belts for the “cure” of practically all the diseases with
 which the human race is afflicted. On June 26, 1914, the San-
den Electric Company (also conducted under the names, the
“Sanden Company,” “A. T. Sanden,” and “F. Hallstrom”)
were called on by the federal authorities to show cause why
the use of the United States mail should not be denied them.

During July and August, 1914, hearings were held covering
five days and the concern appeared in the persons of their
attorney, Gibbs L. Baker of Washington, D. C, and G. H.
Mclvor, the manager of the company at New York. During
the hearing, Mr. Baker withdrew from the case and the
Sanden Electric Company was represented thereafter by a
New York attorney, Charles A. Brodeck. During part of the
hearing, A. T. Sanden himself was present, while Dr. Julius
Weiss of New York appeared as an expert witness for the
Sanden fakery. Inspectors Honvéry and Smith testified for
the government, as did also a physician who was an expert
electro-therapeutist. Sanden and McIvor both declined to
go on the witness stand because of the indictment pending
against them in the United States Court.

After the hearing the Sanden Company’s attorney was
given until August 24 to file a brief. After the brief was
sent in and all the evidence in the case had received careful
consideration, the Solicitor for the Post Office Department,
Judge W. H. Lamar, declared that the concern was engaged
in a scheme for obtaining money through the mails by means
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and prom-’
ises and he recommended that a fraud ordér be issued against
the concerns and individuals. The order was issued Nov. 6,
1914.

“The Solicitor's memorandum gives in great detail the case
against this fraud, and we quote from this memorandum in
part. Attention is first called to the fact that the Sanden
concern was engaged in selling through the mails an electric
belt and in order to obtain the names and addresses of pos-
sible purchasers they advertised in newspapers and magazines
making certain claims. A few of these claims are quoted:

“The new Sanden mechanical invention for the easy self use of
the debilitated or enervated men, will interest a certain percentage
who need that kind of aid, but the little illustrated treatise on sex,

described below (sent free, sealed, by mail for the asking) is of
interest To ALL MEN, young and elderly alike.”
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“Courage Never Forsakes the¢ Manly Man.”

“I make a little appliance that I call a vitalizer which I designed
to aid just such men who seek manly strength.”

“MANHOOD RESTORED. Every man, young or old, who is strong in
VITAL FORCE, can meet any danger, any adverse condition, with com-
plete confidence and the power to succeed. I give men this viTaL
STRENGTH.”’

“Courage, manhood, complete nerve control, perfect health, strength
and vigor are yours if you but give my HEALTH BELT a chance.”

To those who answer the advertisement a circular letter,
booklet and symptom blank were sent. The booklet recom-
mended the Sanden belt for such varied conditions as “rheu-
matism,” “weak back,” sciatica, “biliousness or liver com-
plaint,” constipation, “kidney and bladder troubles,” “blood
diseases,” “paralysis and kindred complaints,” “nervous debil-
ity,” etc. Especially did the booklet play up the “weak men”
element. For example: :

“My efforts in writing these few pages are directed entirely in the
interest of weak men—those suffering from the inevitable result of
self abuse, sexual excess, or other unnatural indulgence of the repro-
ductive organs and also those who are threatened with impotency

A typical letter-head of the Sanden concern. It was on such
stationery that the ‘“follow-up” letters were written.

through the exhaustive vital drain of overwork. I do not pose as
a miracle worker, and have no rash promises to make; but I believe
from actual experience that electricity, properly applied, will do more
for you than all the drugs ever compounded.”

“Seminal Emissions. The distressing malady or weakness is one
of the inevitable effects of self abuse or a misuse of the sexual or
reproduction organs. It is a drain upon the ner\ous system which
few, if any, constitutions, can withstand. .

“If every weak man knew of the power of the Sanden Electric
Inventions to make a man of him by a perfectly natural and absolutely
safe self home treatment it would be practically impossible for us to
supply the demand, even at double the present price.”

“The most subtle and therefore one of the most dangerous effects
of self abuse or sexual excess is spermatorrhea, sometimes called the
hidden drain. This disorder may exist in an apparently healthy and
robust man for years without his knowledge.”

“For nearly forty years I have made electricity the study of my
life. I succeeded in inventing a safe and reliable system of applying
this natural force to the body and thus giving to the weak and
struggling organs the power to properly perform the work set apart
for them by Nature. I continued to improve upon my first idea
until today I have perfected an Electric Appliance which is second
only to Nature herself in maintaining a condition of health and
strength and vigorous action throughout the human system.”
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Commenting on the Sanden advertising matter as it
appeared both in published advertisements, booklet, circular
letter and symptom blank the solicitor for the Post Office
Department says:

“It is evident that the matter quoted above is intended
and calculated, first, to create the impression that the
respondents have in the belt advertised a marvelous cura-
tive agent for practically all ailments, and particularly
for chronic diseases peculiar to men, which generates
force substantially equivalent to wvitality and closely
approximating the spark of life itself; second, to arouse
apprehension and fear in.the minds of the persons who
read the advertisement and follow-up matter that symp-
toms having in fact little or no significance are symp-
toms of an underlying serious condition due to past
excesses or abuses; and, third, to cause persons suffering
or who believe themselves to be suffering from any of -
the conditions described in the advertising matter to fill
out and send in the symptom blank in the belief that the
company can and will determine therefrom the cause of
the symptoms and whether or not the belt will accom-
lish in their particular cases the results it is claimed it
1s capable of accomplishing.”

In investigating this case the Post Office inspectors filled
out and submitted to the company six symptom blanks describ-
ing various conditions. One from an address in Pennsylvania
described a hypothetical case of a young man whose only
complaint was that he had involuntary discharges of semen
during the night once or twice a month. The second hypo-
thetical case coming from a town in Ohio was almost identical
with the first, the loss in this instance being alleged as about
‘once every month or six weeks. The third case was sup-
posed to come from a man in Delaware who claimed that he
had “not been feeling well for some time and suffered a loss
of semen at night every two or three months.” In each of
these three instances form- letters, all practically identical,
came in reply, and all, of course, recommended the purchase
of the Sanden electric belt. The fourth hypothetical case pur-
ported to come from a married woman. The chief symp-
tom described was that the menstrual discharge was profuse
and continuous. The fifth also purported to come from a
married woman who described as her chief symptom “pains
in the bladder.” The sixth case, from a hypothetical male
patient, declared that physicians told him he had diabetes and
the symptoms described were those of diabetes mellitus. In
each of the last three cases purchase of the belts were, of
course, recommended, although the company ‘“hedged” by
stating that the belts were not a specific cure for stone in the
bladder or diabetes. Nevertheless, it was suggested that they
would be of benefit in these cases because of their power to
“build up the system.”
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The physician who appeared for the government testified
that in all of the test cases referred to the symptoms given
were common to a number of diseased conditions each of
which required different treatment. He also declared that
the kind of electricity applicable in any given case, the strength
of the current and the parts of the body to which the elec-
tricity should be applied would vary according to conditions
which could not be determined from the symptom blanks used
by the Sanden concern. The physician also stated that
nightly emissions once or twice a month or less frequently
were no indication of disease but normal in a healthy man.
The government memorandum continues :

“It is clear from this testimony and from the other
evidence in the case that respondents cannot, and well
know they cannot, determine by the use of the symptom
blank referred to the cause of the symptoms given and
therefore cannot determine whether or not the belt is
applicable ; and the prescribing of a belt upon the informa-
tion given in the symptom blanks submitted in the test
case Shows an utter lack of good faith in this connection.
While the respondents have shown that they do not
undertake to treat such diseases as blood poison, asthma,
abscesses, epilepsy, and a number of other conditions,
where the symptom blank clearly states or shows con-
clusively that the correspondent is suffering from such
disease or condition, the evidence shows beyond question
that they do accept and treat cases where the symptoms
may or may not indicate a condition not amenable to
electric treatment, and do not even request further infor-
mation in such cases.

“The result is that,any benefit which may be derived
from the use of a belt prescribed in this way is entirely
due to chance. The way in which such a system works
out is well shown by correspondence conducted by the
inspectors with patrons of the company. Out of fifty-
two replies to inquiries sent out by them, only six patrons
expressed satisfaction and fourteen were non-commital,
while thirty-two stated no benefit had been derived from
the use of the appliance.”

The company in its defense submitted a large number of
quotations from medical works to show that electricity is
beneficial in a great many diseases and conditions. On this
point Judge Lamar said:

“This is a question into which, for the purposes of
this case, it is not necessary to enter. The question to
he decided in this case is not as to the therapeutic value
of electricity when properly applied, but is whether or
not the respondents intend to do the things they promise
to do in order to obtain the money sent to them, or, on
the other hand, are they guilty of an intentional fraud in
promising, for the money, to do things which they do
not intend to do and know they cannot do.
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“The respondents admit that they cannot diagnose or
determine from the symptom blanks used by them the
cause of the symptoms but advance the defense that they
are selling this belt as a tonic, and that as such they are
warranted in selling it to any person who submits a
symptom blank showing that he is run down or in any

. enervated condition. In support of this defense Dr.
Weiss, who appeared for the respondents, testified that
he would recommend the ‘use of the belt upon the facts
by the symptom blanks in the test cases for its tonic
effect, although he could not determine the cause of the
symptoms. Dr. Weiss, however, testified that electricity
applied by means of this belt would be without efficacy
in sciatica, paralysis, epilepsy, organic lumbago, kidney
trouble, some kinds of bladder trouble, blood diseases,
locomotor ataxia, some diseases of women, some kinds
of spermatorrhea and some kinds of varicocele, for all
of which it is recommended in the booklet used by this
company, and that ‘when I say it is a tonic treatment,
vou have it pretty nearly all’ The theory thus advanced
by the respondents is clearly untenable when the repre-
sentations made for the belt and with reference to the
symptom blank are taken into consideration. Indeed,
the symptom blank could have no function were this a
true theory of the case, for all that the respondents would
need to know to prescribe the belt in such event would
be whether or not the patient was run down. The whole
system employed admits of but one conclusion, and that
is that it is the intention of these respondents to lead
patrons to believe that the belt is prescribed for his or
her specific complaint.”

The evidence showed further that while the victims of the
Sanden concern were led to believe that they would have the
services of A. T. Sanden in “treating” them, as a matter of
fact Sanden himself who was held out as the inventor and
a man of wonderful ability was rarely, if ever, at the Sanden
office. The symptom blanks were gone over and the belts
sent out by others. The New York postmaster reported that
the Sanden concern received on an average of 500 letters
a day. Summing up the case against this company, the
solicitor for the Post Office Department says:

“After a thorough consideration of all the evidence in
this case I am satisfied and find that the representations
made by the respondents are calculated to lead the reader
to believe:

“l. That conditions present in persons of normal health
are in fact symptoms of disease;

“2. That the Sanden belt when applied by their system
is a curative agent of wonderful efhcacy;

“3. That treatment by means of this belt is as efficacious
as electricity applied by physicians or experts after per-
sonal examination;
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“4. That they can and will in good faith determine
whether or not the belt will cure or benefit applicants
for treatments from information furnished upon certain
symptom blanks;

“5. That they have in good faith determined that the
electric belt will cure or relieve conditions the symptoms
of which have been submitted to them;

“6. That the inventor of the device, a man of long
experience and great ability, gives his personal attention
to each case;

“And that the representations so made by them are
false and fraudulent.”

In view of these findings the solicitor recommended the
issuance of a fraud order and, as has already been stated, the
order was issued.—(August, 1915.)



THE TURNOCK MEDICAL
COMPANY ]

The Turnock Medical Company was a fraudulent mail-
order concern operating from Chicago. May 6, 1914, the
Postmaster-General issued a fraud order against the Turnock
Medical Company and Dr. T. Frank Lynott, the medical
employee who is described in the Turnock “literature” as
the “specialist in charge.”” At the time the federal authori-
ties put the quietus on this fraud, the Turnock Medical
Company was receiving about four thousand letters a day
from the gullible sick, and its income is said to have been
approximately $350,000 in the last year of its existence. It
has been doing business eight years.

For some years past, the Propaganda Department has been
keeping itself informed on the methods of the Turnock Med-
ical Company and T. Frank Lynott. Until comparatively
recently, the men behind the Turnock Medical Company are
said to have been:

EuceNE KATz, President and Treasurer. 4

GEORGE J. KaTz, Vice-President.
Sam D. Katz, Secretary and Manager.

In the operation of a mail-order medical concefn a
knowledge of medicine is not necessary. A due appfema-
tion of the gullibility of the sick; an absence of moral sense;
an utter disregard for truthfulness and common honesty--
these are the essential requirements to make a commercial
success of concerns like the Turnock Medical Company
And the Turnock concern apparently fulfilled these requm.
ments.

THE PERSONNEL

Eugene Katz is said to have been a professional adver-
tisement writer before he went into the fraudulent medical
mail-order business. George J. Katz and Sam D. Katz were
indicted by a federal grand jury in January, 1914, on the
charge of operating a fraudulent mail-order concern under
the style of “Dr. G. B. Abbott.” The “Sam Katz Oxygen
Catarrh Treatment” is another fraud operated from the same
address as the Abbott swindle.

THE COMMERCIAL.VALUE OF URIC ACID

The Turnock Medical Company sometimes advertised
under its own name and sometimes under the name of Dr.
T. Frank Lynott. Its advertising slogan was “Uric Acid.”
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All diseases, according to the Lynott-Turnock theory, are
due directly or indirectly to uric acid. During the past
three or four years letters have been sent to the Turnock
Medical Company under various names and from widely
separated places, describing various hypothetical cases. One

[OFFER FREE TREATMENT
To Victims of These Diseases — — —

The original advertisement, of which this is a greatly reduced repro-
duction, measured 22 inches by 16 inches. Such advertising costs
money! But the Turnock Medical Company, through its fraudulent
business, took in $350,000.00 during the last twelve months of its opera-
tion. .

letter was sent in describing a well-advanced case of cancer
of the rectum. According to Lynott's “diagnosis,” this
unfortunate individual had an “excess of uric acid.” Wrote
the quack: -
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“I am positively certain in my own mind that I have the method to
cure you. The suffering that you have undergone in the past must con-
vince you that there is no time to be lost. . . . A person at your
age has still a long and happy life ahead if the disease can be gotten
rid of now.” .

A letter mailed from another part of the country con-
tained one of Lynott's “symptom blanks” on which check
marks had been placed against the following symptoms:
(1) “Too frequent desire to urinate;” (2) “Pain or soreness
in the bladder;” (3) “Pain or soreness in the kidneys.”
This hypothetical party, according to Lynott’s “diagnosis,”
also suffered from an “excess of uric acid,” and Lynott
wrote, per stock letter “A”:

“] am positively certain in my own mind that I have the method to
cure you. The suffering that you bhave undergone in the past must
convince you that there is no time to be lost. . . . A person at
your age has still a long and happy life ahead if the disease can be
gotten rid of now.”

A third letter, sent from still another address, merely
asked about the Turnock Medical Company’s “treatment.”
Its writer, too, was told he had excessive uric acid!

During the past three or four years, physicians have sent
us letters received by some of their patients who had “fallen
for” the Turnock advertisements, and in every instance,
no matter what the ailment of the patient, Lynott was
“positively certain” in his “own mind” that he could cure
the patient. This merely meant, of course, that in common
with all mail-order medical concerns, the Turnock Med-
ical Company had an elaborate series of “form letters” that
were sent out to the prospective victims that answer adver-
tisements. The much vaunted “individual treatment” received
by people who write to such concerns consists in turning
the letter over to mailing clerks who see that a given stock
letter is sent to the unfortunate sufferer and dupe—prospec-
tive or present.

THE FREE TRIAL TREATMENT

The scheme of the Turnock Medical Company was to
advertise a free treatment, “I am giving away $10,000 worth
of medicine,” declared Dr. T. Frank Lynott. The Turnock
advertisements also contained a list of eighteen “symptoms”
which “uric acid sufferers” might be expected to have.
Symptom 1 was “Pain in the Back.” As this symptom bears
about as much relation to “excessive uric acid” as it does
to that equally vague and uncertain condition known as
“female trouble,” it might be counted on to catch many
“suckers.” Symptom 5 was “Prostatic Trouble”—also, we
are asked to believe, the result of “excessive uric acid.”
Symptom 8 was “Pain or Soreness under the Right Rib,”
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Symptom 10, “Constipation or Liver Trouble” and Symptom
13, “Pain in the Neck or Head.” The all-inclusive char-
acter of these symptoms made it easy to impress the gen-
eral public with the idea that “excessive uric acid” was the
béte noire of existence; hence, send for a “free trial treat-
ment” of Dr. Turnock’s Genuine Discovery!

THE “FOLLOW-UP” SYSTEM

Possibly the best way of describing the methods pursued
by the Turnock Medical Company will be to give in some
detail one of a number of cases that have been followed
up by THE JOURNAL.

A postal card was written by a man we will call Mr.
Blank, from a town in North Carolina. It asked the Turnock
Medical Company for information regarding its “treatment,”

Some pages and clippings from the book ‘“How Can I Get Well,”
sent out by the Turnock Medical Company.

but gave no description of a case, either real or hypothetical.
By return mail back came form-letter, “T. F. L. 2,” reading
in part as follows:

“My dear Mr. Blank:—Your request came duly to hand, and knowing
that you must be anxious to hear from me, I hasten to reply enclosing
the promised free matter. But I want to give your case careful and
conscientious study, as it presents many interesting phases to me, and
rather than give a hasty diagnosis, I prefer to give the symptoms, etc.,
complete thought for a few days, and then let you hear from me in
detail with confidential facts.

“In the meantime, in order that you should not be kept waiting,
and so that you may have your system nicely prepared for treatment,
I enclose herewith a free supply of Dr. Turnock’s Genuine Discovery
in the form of general specific Uric Acid medication, which will apply
to your case for the present in a general way. I will then have com-
pleted my regular and confidential diagnosis 2and found out just exactly
what you need in every particular as to ingredients, medications, diet,
special advice, etc., so that I can then recommend with sincerity a
reliable and accurate personal specific for your cure. I am also anxious
to compare your case with others I have treated in the past 25 years.”



119

The “free” matter referred to in the letter consisted of
a book entitled, “How Can I Get Well?” and a small card-
board box containing a number of small sugar-coated tab-
lets. Four days later came form-letter, “T. F. L. 3,” read-
ing in part as follows:

“My dear Friend:—You were expecting to hear from me before' this,
but several points came up that required attention and delayed me.
I have now completed a most careful personal examination of your
case and can say with all truth that I feel absolutely sure you are
curable. In the short space of a letter a full and detailed description
of your symptoms, or the causes and effects of your afflictions could
not be given. But in the pictorial pamphlet “How Can I Get Well?”
that I sent you with the free trial treatment, I have more fully described
your diseases, which are Kidney Trouble and Excess of Uric Acid, on
pages, 14 & 15, 32 & 36 & 33 & 49.

“I am positively certain in my own mind that I can cure you. The
suffering that you have undergone in the past must convince you that
there is no time to be lost. The older a disease like yours gets the
more misery and pain it causes. The sooner it is cured the more days
you have to enjoy life, and the longer your life will last. A person at

your age has still a long and happy life ahead if the disease can be got
rid of now.

“Realizing how necessary it is that you shall begin your cure at
once, I have sent the full course of home treatment direct to your
address to-day by mail at our expense. This will give You a chance to
see what you are getting. Most doctors would ask you for the money
first, but that takes time, and you have no time to lose; other doctors
send treatment by Express C. O. D., but this is neither honorable nor
fair, as you can’t see what you are getting and it adds to your expense.
So I thought that the Direct Delivery would be the better way, and I
know you will agree with me and appreciate it.” :

PLEASE REMIT THREE DOLLARS

For the “full course of home treatment” the victim thus
has foisted on him unasked, he is requested to remit $3.
Should he not care to take the treatment, he is told: “Do
not return it until I send postage as it may get lost.” The
reason for this warning is twofold: First, it permits the
victim to retain the pills during a period in which he will
be bombarded with insistent follow-up letters from Lynott
urging him to take the “treatment” and in time reducing
the price asked for it; second, as it costs four cents postage
to send these pills, it would be a losing game for Lynott
to request their return as the “$3 treatment” was not worth
four cents. As a matter of fact, of all the cases THE Jour-
NAL has investigated—and they are many—in not one did
the Turnock Medical Company ever send the four cents for
the return of their “treatment” for which they asked $3.

The “full course of home treatment” came in a cardboard
box about 4 inches square and 1 inch deep. In this box
were three other boxes; one of them contained about 30
oblong, sugar-coated tablets, colored a vivid vermilion:
box 2 contained about the same number of tablets of the
same size colored a rich purple; box 3 contained two kinds
of tablets, one labeled “Constitutional Remedy,” and the
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other, “Vitalizer Remedy.” The “Constitutional Remedy”
consisted of twenty-three small chocolate-coated tablets,
laxative in character and apparently nothing more than the
common aloin, belladonna and strychnin pill. The “Vitalizer
Remedy” consisted of fourteen sugar-coated tablets bright

Some of the numerous letterheads used at different times by the
Lynott-Turnock outfit.

orange in color. No matter what the case, the victims all
received the same purple, scarlet, orange and chocolate-
coated tablets and the same set of follow-up letters.

If no notice was taken of the letters or pills, form-letter
“T. F. L. 4” came in due time. Dr. Lynott was feeling
pained at the patient’s indifference. He wrote:
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My dear Mr. Blank:—Excuse me for writing you so soon again, but
it seems strange I have not had a definite answer from you since sending
the special treatment. I ask you is this fair? Is this treating me as
kindly as I treated you? I want you to consider the 101 names of
cured people, covering every Uric Acid disease that I guarantee to cure.
Now could I have so mazny testimonials from total strangers if Dr.
Turnock’s Genuine Discovery were not a wonderfully curative home
treatment?

“I have made you the lowest price I can possible make you. It is
lower than you can get such treatment for anywhere else in the world.
It is less than one-half what thousands of others have paid in the past.
It is simply the price of one visit to any reputable physician. And I
include a whole treatment -of medicine and I charge nothing extra for

. my professional services. What more can you ask?

“I have given you endless proof of what the treatment will do for
you, have legally guaranteed to cure.you and have offered you a treat-
ment that has always sold for five dollars for just three dollars, and if
you now want to know about my own and the Company’s responsibility—
its financial ability to carry out guarantees—then write to the Colonial
Trust and Savings Bank, to Chas. J. Grady, or A. E. Fechter, his suc-
cessor, one of the most: prominent druggists in Chicago, to Roberts &
MacAvinche, among the best known concerns of its kind in the world,
and to your friends who live in Chicago.”

Thus, and much more; closing with the statement: “I
look for your order just as fast as the mails can bring it.”
~ Continued silence brought “T. F. L. 5,” in which Lynott says:

“My dear Mr. Blank:—I enclose herewith a copy of a letter I
addressed to you some days ago, as I have not heard from you regarding
the matter. Whether the other letter reached you or not, do me the
favor to read the attached letter over again. I believe it will convince
you that you ought to pay for the treatment and begin to use it at once.

‘“This is no trifling matter, and that is why I took it upon myself
to send you the treatment without loss of time. That proves my sin-
cerity and friendship to you.

“This treatment is suited to your case. I feel positive it will cure
you. I have successfully cured hundreds upon hundreds of people,
so why should you doubt that I know how to cure you?

“I specialize in uric acid ailments such as yours and their compli-
cations. I specialize therefore in the very disease that you have. Why -
should I not be able to cure you? Are the tens of thousands I have
treated no advantage in my favor?”

NOW OFFERED AT HALF PRICE

“Do not ignore this matter,” continues Dr. Lynott. “It
may be that the span of your life depends on my treatment.”
In form-letter “T. F. L. 6,” Turnock cuts the price in half.

“My dear Mr. Blank:—Have been trying to find a reason why you
have not yet accepted the treatment recently sent you at my expense.
Have come to the conclusion that perhaps you cannot afford to pay out
three dollars just at this time, and yet you do not feel like writing me
about it and asking for a reduction.

“If that is so I will at once put you in a position where you can
easily get the treatment. I know that sick people have many expenses,
and I want to help them in every way I can and do all in my power to
lighten their burdens. So by following the advice contained in the
letter you will be safz. It is this: .

“Send me one dollaz and a half and take the treatment. This is a
reduction of one-half, or fifty per cent. I do this because I believe you
need the treatment, and I hope you will appreciate the reduction.”
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Then another wait, and a printed form comes offering the
“treatment” for “Only One Dollar.” If this, too, fails to
bring results, the Turnock Medical Company charges the
form-letters and pills up to profit and loss, drops the name
from its mailing list and presumably rents or sells it to
other concerns in similar fraudulent businesses.

In the memorandum of Assistant Attorney-General Lamar
to the-postmaster-general recommending the issuance of a
fraud order against the Turnock Medical Company and Dr.
T. Frank Lynott, most of the facts already given were
brought out. In addition, the following came to light:

THE READ-KATZ ARRANGEMENT

The individual claiming to be the sole owner of the
Turnock Medical Company at the time the case was brought
up for trial was one George H. Read. He was represented

M. B.—The Turnack Medical On.. s inoarperated .ader the laws of the State of lilosip Asé the compasy is tharefore
wu-mna‘ﬁma—

THIS O‘R'I'IFIOA'I'I GUARAN‘I’IIO YOU A CURE.

Under Seal authorized by the State.)

npil What further prompted us to guarantes a cure ia this positive way is
isn us of their sad experiences with cheap remedies (usually liquid) which nof™q

good, but took dollar after dollar out of their pockets. (It looked cheap, but was
in the loag rua.) "So, it after readiog cur booklet you siill want stronger proof that we can cure
@ake use of this guarantes without delay.

The Twurmock Medical Co., binds itself and absolutely tuavantess to cuve you
of your disease. OUR EXPERIENCE IN THOUSANDS OF CASES ENABLES
US TO KVOW THAT WE CAN CURE YOU We further guarantee that all
medical advice until you are cured will be given free of chavge. Al we ask of yos
is that you follow our advice and directions as 10 taking the treaiment Sign
your mame 1o the attached skip, tear it from this guarantee, send it to us wnth
money order for the treatment, and the fuarantee will de in full force and bind-

vng from this date. w" . C.‘

to Hive. —— ot

Qosovery.”

Every fraudulent mail-order concern issues a certificate guaranteeing
cither a cure or a return of your money; the Turnock Company was
no exception. Here is a reduced reproductnon of the Turnock Medical
Company’s ‘‘guarantee certificate.” Note the impression the concern
attempted to give that the guarantee was authorized by the State.

in this case by Attorney W. Knox Haynes of Chicago, the
same lawyer, by the way, that appeared in defense of the
Marjorie Hamilton and- Texas Guinan frauds. Doctors
Frederick A. Jefferson and James W. Hall of Chicago
appeared as expert witnesses for the Turnock fakery. While
Eugene Katz was alleged to have withdrawn from the
Turnock business, the following quotation from the assis-
tant attorney-general's memorandum throws an interesting
light on the real facts of the case:
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“Mr. Read claims that he purchased the business from
Katz in May for a consideration of $125,000, represented by
twenty-five notes payable over a period of about one year.
Mr. Read admitted that the net receipts of the business for
the year preceding the alleged sale were approximately
$70,000, that the stock is on deposit as security for the
notes; that there was an understanding that the notes were
to be allowed to run at interest after maturity if not paid
at that time; that a report is made each month relative
to the business by Read to Katz, and that they have had a
number of interviews since the alleged transfer although
Katz has since then been a resident of New York. On the
advice of counsel, Mr. Read declined to produce any of the
monthly reports which he has made to Katz. Read admitted
further that he draws from the business as a salary, $10,000
a year. It is apparent that Katz has retained more or less
of an influence and interest in the conduct of the business.”

ALL “TREATMENTS” THE SAME

The postal inspectors who investigated the Lynott fraud
submitted under assumed names a number of the symptom
coupons from the Turnock advertisements checking different
symptoms. They, in common with others who answered
advertisements, received the regular follow-up letters, the
“free trial treatment” of pills and the unasked for, “full
course of home treatment” On this point the assistant
attorney-general said:

“The evidence shows that the treatment sent in all of these
cases was the same, and consisted of well-known drugs
which are sometimes prescribed by physicians as diuretics,
expectorants, stimulants and cathartics, dependent on the
conditions present in each individual case. The ‘free treat-
ment’ consisted of the same medicine, but in smaller
quantity. The medicine thus sent out is intended for the
elimination of excessive uric acid from the system, and is
of some value for this purpose when prescribed in accord-
ance with the individual requirements of each case.

“That the symptoms set forth above may arise from a
number of causes is such a well-recognized fact as hardly
to require expert testimony to prove. However, the physi-
cians who were present at the hearing were examined on
this point, and they agreed that none of these symptoms,
taken alone or in combination with any or all of the others
necessarily indicated an excess of uric acid in the system
but might be -due to other conditions requiring treatment
of another kind. On this point there was no contrariety of
evidence. While the physicians who appeared voluntarily
at the request of this office asserted that there were many
other causes of these symptoms just as common, if not
more so, than excessive uric acid, the experts employed by
the respondents stated that, although there were many
other causes, excessive uric acid was the most common.
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In view of their admission, however, that there are many
other causes, it follows that even on this theory, excessive
uric acid is the cause in only a small percentage of the
cases. The. physicians called by this office also testified
that some of the diseases represented by these symptoms
were incurable and others curable only by a surgical opera-
tion, and that the applicability of this medicine in any case
where the symptoms were in fact due to excess of uric acid

Atremcnces
COLONIAL TRUST & 3AVINGS BANK,
ALL COMMERCIAL AGENCIE®,

Send Me a Dollar!

‘When yc\ wrote us for treatment we sent you some free. Then when your symptom
blank caiae, we decided that you urgently needed regular treatment. What did we do?
Krep writing you letters.about it asking for money in advance, and wasting your time
and postage, while giving your disease a chance to get worse?

NO!

‘We sent you the treatment you needed and prepaid the charges. The company took
the chances, not you. How did we come out of the transaction? Very badly. We lost
all around. We went to great expense and got nothing for it. Novwnkyou
kindly to

Help Pay Expenses

Tt is costly to send out remedies the way we do. And yet we believe it is the only
way 4o do it in justice to those who are sick. It gives them a ‘‘square depl” in
secing what they are getting. All we ask is a square deal

Thnpmombhukywﬁluwlmmwymtmwmﬁnﬂd
treatment I sent you. Then why not take it? It is as good today as it ever was.
Take it, and send the company only one dollar and thus help pay expenses, while at the
same time belping yourself to be cured. Or, if you koow of 2 friend who needs such a
treatment, make them a present of it. How can you spend a dollar to better advantage?

1 won't say another word. Send tbe dollar and take the treatment. Make your

remittance to
DR. T. FRANK LYNOTT

or THE TURNOCK MEDICAL CO.

Photographic reproduction, greatly reduced, of the last of the follow-up
series in which Lynott offered to take one dollar for the treatment for
which he first asked three dollars. If this offer were not accepted it
did not pay Lynott to send the four cents postage necessary for the
return of the pills.

was dependent on the conditions present in each individual
case. Whether, then, this treatment would be of any value
whatsoever in any case where prescribed in accordance with
this system is entirely a matter of chance. I am satisfied
from the evidence that all of the above facts were at all
times well known to the respondents.
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REPRESENTATIONS FALSE AND FRAUDULENT

“I therefore find that the above representations calcu-
lated to lead the reader to believe that, if he is suffering
from any of the symptoms set forth in the advertisement,
he is in need of the medicine offered by this company; that
the company can and will diagnose the disease from which
the addressee of the form-letters is suffering, by this system;
that it has determined the disease or diseases from which

Testimonials by the yard! This sheet in the original measured two
feet long by one and one-half feet wide and was printed on both sides.
The picture in the center of the page is supposed to represent “Dr.
Turnock”—who, like Lydia Pinkham, is no more! In the more recent
sheets of this kind Lynott’s picture is substituted for Turnock’s.

the addressee is suffering; that it has determined that the
addressee is curable, and that it knows that the medicine
is suited to the case—are all false and fraudulent. I also.
find that the representations contained in the advertisement
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calculated to lead the rgader to believe that he may obtain
free a remedy for his disease is a fraudulent device intended
to induce the sending to the company of names and addresses
without making the promised return therefor, but instead
thereafter advising the writer in effect that the remedy nec-
essary for his cure must be paid for. I also find from the
evidence that this treatment prescribed in this way is not
of the efficacy represented in the advertising matter of this
concern, and that it is in fact not different from, or better
than, other treatments used for the same purpose.”

NOT A. MATTER OF OPINION

Like every quack and every exploiter of fraudulent “patent
medicines” when caught in the net of the law the argument
was advanced that the curative value of the Turnock Treat-
ment was a matter of “opinion.” To quote again from the
attorney-general’'s memorandum:

“In argument and in his brief, Mr. Haynes insists that the
question in this case is a question of opinion, and there-
fore not a proper question for the Postmaster-General to
determine one way or the other. The question in the case
is not, however, as he assumes, whether or not this medi-
cine will cure or benefit conditions due to excess of uric
acid, but whether or not the company makes false and
fraudulent representations of fact in order to accomplish the
sale of the medicine; and that it does so is, in my opinion,
clearly shown by the evidence. The inevitable result of the
system followed by this company in its treatment of disease
is the defrauding of a large number of people out of money
which they can ill afford to lose for drugs for which they
have no need, and in a great many cases a resultant post-
ponement of proper treatment, in some instances until too
late.”

In view of these facts Judge Lamar reported to Postmaster-
General Burleson:

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money and
property through the mails by means of false and fraudulent
pretenses, representations and promises, in violation of Sec-
tions 3929 and 4041 of the Revised Statutes, as amended;
and therefore recommend that a fraud order be issued
against the parties named in the caption of this memo-
randum.”

As previously stated, the mails were closed to the Turnock
Medical Company and Dr. T. Frank Lynott on May 6, 1914,

[A business that brings in $350,000 a year is, it seems, not
one to be abandoned without a fight. After the fraud-order
was issned the Turnock Medical Company filed a petition
for injunction to prevent its enforcement. The judge, how-
ever, sustained the decision of the postmaster-general.]



VERLIE GATLIN’S WRINKLE
REMOVER

The “Verlie Gatlin Beauty and Wrinkle Treatment” was
a Denver mail-order concern owned and conducted by one
Conrad E. Biel. Biel and his wife have also been engaged
in other fraudulent schemes such as “obesity cures,” “flesh
builders,” “weak men tablets,” “cures for baldness,” etc.
According to the advertisements, the Verlie Gatlin treatment :

“Will banish wrinkles and face lines; will restore complexion; will
remove superfluous hair from face, hands, arms or neck; will develop
the bust and restore fallen or sunken breasts; will remove facial
blemishes.”

Biel appealed to the vanity and cupidity of silly women in
- this way:

‘“Learn how to regain your lost youthfulness and lovely complexion,
how to make yourself Beautiful, lovable, envied by all.”

Biel advertised—under the name “Verlie Gatlin”—that he
would send free to all that wrote the “wonderful secret” of
the “Verlie Gatlin Treatment.”” Those who answered the
advertisement received not the “secret” but a more elaborate
advertisement in the form of a booklet. It contained an
alleged history of the “discovery” of the remedy by Verlie
Gatlin, and was illustrated with pictures purporting to show
Verlie’s appearance before and after using the “treatment.”
The booklet and other circular matter sent out represented
that the Verlie Gatlin treatment was different from all other
preparations on the market sold for the same purpose and
that it was practically infallible, so that any one who pur-
chased it and used it without success might obtain a refund
of the purchase price. Special emphasis was laid on the
claim that the buyer was taking no risk because of the
guarantee that the money would be refunded if the “treat-
ment” did not accomplish all that was claimed for it within
fifteen days.

The concern was investigated by the federal authorities
with the result that the solicitor for the Postoffice Depart-
ment recommended that a fraud order be issued against Biel
and the Verlie Gatlin concern because the scheme was one
“for obtaining money through the mails by means of false
and fraudulent pretenses, representations and promises.” The
solicitor’s memorandum to the Postmaster-General, after set-
ting forth the facts just described continues:

3
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“The evidence shows that the treatment so sold consists
of a powder and a cleansing and emolient cream and a
complexion mask to be worn during sleep. The ingredients
of the powder and creams are well known and the wholc
method is one that is generally known and commonly used
for the purposes for which prescribed. For this treatment
Mr. Biel obtains remittances of five dollars ($5). That the
treatment has not the efficacy pretended is shown by corre-
spondence had by the inspector with persons who had used
it. . .

“The mam inducement by which this treatment is sold
is the refund guarantee. The evidence shows that this
guarantee is not kept in good faith. When a communication
is received by Biel, in which the writer alleges that she
purchased the treatment and was not satisfied therewith, it is
hig practice to advise the writer that her complaint will be

Mail-order fakers not infrequently use the name of banks fo lend
an air of respectability to their fraudulent business. Above is a
renroductlon ( reatly reduced) of a typical form-letter sent out by
the Verlie (:at in concern. otice_that the letterhead states that the
Verlie Gatlin Company has permission to use as a reference the
Hibernia Bank and Trust Company; notice also the statement in the
lower paragraph.

given prompt attention and then to fail to make any further
reply to the communication unless_the purchaser is persistent
and writes again. In that event, it is the practice of Biel to
ask the purchaser to state in what particulars the treatment
was unsatisfactory and unless this information is forthcoming
he fails to pay further attention to the complaint. Other
letters from the purchaser are met with dilatory communica-
tions of the same nature; and the complaints in the case
show that it is not the intention of Biel to make any refund
except in cases where threats are made to report the matter
" to the Postoffice Department or to take other drastic action.”
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VERLIE A FIGURE-HEAD .

Although all the advertising matter, either definitely or

inferentially stated that Verlie Gatlin was the “discoverer”
of the “treatment,” and while all of the circular letters sent
opt were signed :
“Verlie Gatlin” and
the printed return en-
velopes sent to pros-
pective victims were
addressed to ‘“‘Miss
Verlie Gatlin (Per-
sonal)” investigation
showed that Verlie
Gatlin had practically
nothing to do with
the business. To
quote further from
the solicitor's memo-
randum :

“The evidence
shows further that
this treatment . was
not discovered by
Verlie Gatlin and was
never used in good
faith by her. The
whole enterprise is
one of Biel's concep-
tion, Verlie Gatlin,
who is now Mrs.

Virgil E. Truitt, hav-

ing no other connec-

tion with the com-

pany than to lend her

maiden name to its

promotion and to per-

. mit Biel to use her

photographs in the

exploitation of this

treatment, under a

contract which was

entered into by her

and Biel, after she

had responded to an

advertisement for a

woman to pose for

pictures to be used in

advertising. Under

tt};ls bc:";);ai‘(:lt’ ;12156 vzg: A typical Verlie Gatlin advertisement.
the use of her photo-

graphs and 2 per cent. of the net profits of the business.
. “The photographs used in the advertising matter of the
company were so taken as to make it appear as though Mrs. -
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Trujtt were quite homely before using the treatment and
beautiful thereafter, when in fact her appearance was the
same when she posed for each photograph. The intent with
which this scheme was devised is indicated by the fact that
Mr. Biel had Mrs. Truitt use this treatment one night in
grder that she might truthfully say that it had been used by
er.

The solicitor’s report closes as follows:

“On Oct. 14, 1914, Biel was indicted by the Federal Grand
Jury at Denver, Colo., on the charge of using the mails in
the furtherance of a scheme to defraud in connection with
this business, and is now held under bond ‘awaiting trial.
The postmaster at Denver, reports that this concern and
party are receiving daily an average of forty letters.

“I find that this is a scheme for obtaining money by
means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations and
promises, in violation of Sections 3929 and 4041 of the
Revised Statutes as amended, and therefore recommend
that a fraud order be.issued against Verlie Gatlin and Verlie
Gatlin Company at 1755 Larimer Street, Denver, Colo.”

The fraud order was issued Jan. 2, 1915.—(August, 1915.)
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