


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THOMAS PAINE, 161

Is it a small thing to quench the flames of
hell with the holy tears of pity—to unbind the
martyr from the stake —break all the chains —
put out the fires of civil war—stay the sword
of the fanatic, and tear the bloody hands of the
Church from the white throat of Science?

Is it a small thing to make men truly free —
to destroy the dogmas of ignorance, prejudice
and power — the poisoned fables of superstition,
and drive from the beautiful face of the earth the
fiend of Fear?

It does seem as though  the most zealous
Christian must at times entertain some doubt as
to the divine origin of his religion. For eight-
een hundred years the doctrine has been preached.
For more than a thousand years the church had,
to a great extent, the control of the civilized
world, and what has been the result? Are the
Christian nations patterns of charity and forbear-
ance? On the contrary, their principal business
is to destroy each other. More than five millions
of Christians are trained, educated, and drilled
to murder their fellow-christians. Every nation
is groaning under a vast debt incurred in carry-
ing on war against other Christians, or defending
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD. 363

woman who says, “ I will make him happy.” There
is only one way to be happy, and that is to make
somebody else so, and you cannot be happy by
going cross lots ; you have got to go the regular
turnpike road. ‘

If there is any man I detest, it is the man who
thinks he is the head of a family—the man who
thinks he is “boss!” The fellow in the dug-out
used that word “boss; ” that was one of his favorite
expressions.

Imagine a young man and a young woman
courting, walking out in the moonlight, and the
nightingale singing a song of pain and love, as
though the thorn touched her heart—imagine them
stopping there in the moonlight and starlight and
song, and saying, “ Now, here, let us settle who is
‘boss!’” I tell you it is an infamous word and an
infamous feeling—I abhor a man who is “boss,”
who is going to govern in his family, and when he
speaks orders all the rest to be still as some mighty
idea is about to be launched from his mouth. Do
you know I dislike this man unspeakably ?

I hate above all things a cross man. What
right has he to murder the sunshine of a day?
What right has he to assassinate the joy of life?

















































































































































































































































































































































































488 WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED?

‘““ As the living Father hath sent me, and I live
by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall
live by me.

“This is that bread which came down from
heaven; not as your fathers did eat manna, and
are dead; he that eateth of this bread shall live
forever.”

““ And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that
no man can come unto me, except it were given
unto him of my Father.”

“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and
the life; he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live.

«“ And whosoever liveth and believeth in me,
shall never die.” |

«“« He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world, shall keep it unto
life eternal.”

So I find in the book of John, that in order to
be saved we must not only believe in Jesus Christ,
but we must eat the flesh and we must drink the
blood of Jesus Christ. If that gospel is true, the
Catholic Churchis right. But it is not true. I can
not believe it, and yet for all that, it may be true.

But I do not believe it. Neither do I believe there
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is any god in the universe who will damn a man
simply for expressing his belief.

“ Why,” they say to me, ‘“suppose all this
should turn out to be true, and you should come to
the day of judgment and find all these things to be
true. What would you do then?” 1 would walk
up like a man, and say, I was mistaken.”

‘““ And suppose God was about to pass judgment
upon you, what would you say?” I would say to
him, “ Do unto others as you would that others
should do unto you.” Why not?

I am told that I must render good for evil. I
am told that if smitten on one cheek I must turn the
other. I am told that I must overcome evil with
good. I am told that I must love my enemies ;
and will it do for this God who tells me to love my
enemies to damn his? No, it will not do. It will
not do.

In the book of John all these doctrines of
regeneration—that it is necessary to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ; that salvation depends upon
belief—in this book of John all these doctrines find
their warrant ; nowhere else.

Read Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and then read

John, and you will agree with me that the three
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