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Making the Farm a Paradise
How can we make farm  life a ttractive  so th a t 

the farm er’s sons and daughters shall not be lured 
away by the pleasures, the excitem ents and the 
condensed social life of the villages and cities?

Can we change the isolated farm  life, w ith its 
widely separated houses and th e ir  distance from 
the church, the store, the shops, and o ther centers 
of interest, as well as of business, or of amuse* 
m ent?

The welfare of the farm er, not less than  the 
security and happiness of the family, depends upon 
the answer to these two questions. Man is not 
merely a th inker and w orker. He is also a social 
being, and the isolation of farm  life has violated or 
starved th is part of his nature to  a large extent.

We believe th a t there is but on«practical answ er 
to these urgent and vital questions: THE
FARMERS MUST ORGANIZE AND CONCEN
TRATE AROUND CENTRAL POINTS, ju s t as the 
great m anufactories and o ther kinds of business 
have done in order to achieve their colossal for- 
tunes. We m ust bring or build the farm  houses 
nearer together. W e m ust group them  in a central 
section or square, and place the great crop-fields
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FARM DOMAINS.
outside of th is hom e-square. And th is square, w ith 
its central park, takes the place of the old-style 
"country village."

The first C hart will illu stra te  the general plan 
of these Farm  Domains. One of the minimum 
size would be 3 x 3 miles in extent, or 5,760 acres. 
In some parts of the country, devoted to maize and 
wheat raising, the Domains could be 5 x 7 miles in 
extent, or more than 16,000 acres. As shown in 
the lower part of the first chart, the domains are 
divided into mile and quarter-m ile sections. In 
many of the S ta tes the tow nships are laid out in 
mile sections and each section line is a legal road. 
These would all harmonize w ith the roads of the 
domains.

i In the Chart, four broad lines divide the domain 
and its hom e-square into four quarters. In the 
pecond chart the home-square is enlarged and the 
places of the dwellings are indicated by little 
Crosses.

Those farm ers who choose for the ir chief w ork 
the culture and care of the large and small fru its  
and of vegetables, these farm ers would select their 
iouse-lots in the sou thw est quarte r of the  home- 
square, so as to be nearest to  the ir fields of work. 
Those who choose grain culture would select their 
iouse-lots in the  northeast quarte r of the square, 
and thus live adjacent to the grain-fields.





THE VILLESTA.
The same principle is observed in each of the 

quarters. The farm ers group them selves accord
ing to their ta len t for different kinds of work, and 
in each case locate the ir homes as near as can be 
to their principal fields of labor. Practically  they 
are as near the ir work as they  were in the  old style 
of farms.

In beginning a domain, the farm ers would decide 
collectively w hat parts  of it have soil or surface 
adapted to each kind of a crop, and they would 
allot the fields accordingly. All the large crops of a 
given kind are allotted to  the same section. The 
64 families of the domain do not have 64 separate 
wheat fields. All the w heat is in one g rea t field or 
section. Each farm er keeps an account of the days’ 
work th a t he has done in any of the fields. By 
comparing th is  account w ith th a t of the other 
workers, he knows ju s t w hat will be his share of 
the crops a t harvest tim e. It is private and not 
collective ownership th a t prevails.

By thus arranging the crops together there would 
be effected a large economy of labor in seeding, 
cultivating and harvesting. The best of farm ing 
implements and machines could be secured by the 
smaller expense of owning them  collectively. Of 
course each farm er and his children would have a 
part of their tim e for the individual culture of the 
home lot and garden.
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SOCIAL LIFE.
ings. The farm ers them selves are now the vil
lagers. At night, when they come home from their 
field-work, they are gathering from all directions 
toward the central square w ith its  park as the 
focus of the ir business and of their social life. In 
the old style of farm  life they would have scattered , 
instead of gathering a t eventide. The park is 120 
rods, or a ten m inutes’ walk, from the fa rth es t of 
the dwellings. In th is  plan the children are close 
by the graded rchool.

A general plan of the park is given a t the upper 
part of the first chart. It is eighty rods long, or 
about 30 acres. The central building, or Domesta, 
is shown by a fron t elevation and a ground plan in 
chart third. The Domesta has an audience room, 
or Audita, th a t seats five hundred people. This 
room is used for the Sunday m eetings, for social 
gatherings, lectures, en tertainm ents, discussions, 
etc. It is built in the shape of an ellipse, because 
this form possesses the very best acoustic prop
erties. At the east end of the Domesta is the 
Reading-room, Parlor and L ibrary, all in one. This 
is 60 feet long, the  same as the Audita. On the 
north side of the building is the Dining-room, w ith 
a kitchen and bakery attached. In the hurry tim es 
of harvesting and some o ther kinds of field work, 
and for picnics or festivals, the housewives need



THE FOUR FESTIVALS.
not make the ir own bread and pastry . AH wouli 
be done a t the bakery.

The corner rooms of the Domesta are used bi 
those who constitu te  the Board of Trustees.

The School-house has tw o large rooms for thi 
common book-teaching, and tw o rooms will 
benches and tools for direct object teaching. Thl 
building is adapted to  the best plans of school work 
which consider th a t education should not only us< 
natural m ethods of instruction , bu t th a t it shouli 
combine w ith these a system atic culture of all thi 
m ental faculties and a train ing  of all the muscles.

The S tore has four large rooms, for clothing, foi 
dry  goods, for hardw are, and for groceries. Thi 
sm aller rooms include a ta ilo r shop, a shoe shop, 
dress m aking room, and an office.

The Repair Shop has benches, forges, lathes, and 
the various kinds of tools required for repairs thal 
are needed in the course of farm  work. On thi 
north  side is marked the general laundry.

The Postalis includes the P ost Office, the Express 
or Parcel Office, the Telegraph and Telephone, all 
in one building.

The P ark  and all of its  buildings are owned b) 
the farm ers of th e  Domain, ju s t as in past times 
they owned together the d istric t school-house. TIk 
Park  is cared for by a board of not less than seven



THE COMING HOMES.
Trustees and Directors, elected by the farm ers. 
Four of the T rustees are men and three are women. 
They are titled  the  M arshal or President, the 
Matron, the Recorder, the Conductor or M aster of 
the School, the Econom ist, the  S anatist or Doctor, 
and the Postalist.

The farm ers should also own collectively the 
granaries, the storage houses, the fru itery  or can= 
ning place, and the play-grounds.

The woodland is placed on the north  and w est 
sides of each Domain, thus form ing a complete 
wind-break six hundred feet wide. W ith the trees 
set twelve feet apart, th is would contain 120,000 
trees.

In the social life of the Villesta, it will be wise 
for the farm ers to have festivals a t the four tu rn 
ing points of the  year. The New Year’s festival 
would be a t the Vernal Equinox, or 21st of March. 
The days and n ights are then of equal length, and 
astronomy teaches th a t th is is the natural beginning 
of the year, counting from  six o’clock in the m orn
ing, not from m idnight. The second festival is a t 
the Summer Solstice, or June 21st, the longest day. 
The third is a t the Autum nal Equinox, Septem ber 
21st. The fourth festival is a t the W in ter Solstice, 
December 21st, or the sho rtes t day of the year.

This general plan of the  Domains gives the



THE CHANGES.
farm er all the advantages of village or city life, with 
none of its  evils. At eventide, for business or for 
pleasure, all the farm ers and the ir fam ilies can 
ga ther a t the central hall or the parlor in twenty 
m inutes’ tim e. They can ac t together w ith the 
g rea test possible efficiency and dispatch in all that 
concerns th e ir  collective in te rests  and welfare. 
And good judges have estim ated th a t the many 
sources of economy in th is  plan would give the 
farm er a t least one-third more as the  product of 
his labor. These large and constan t savings would 
am ount to  enough in th ree years’ tim e to  build 
anew  all the farm -houses in the  United S tates.

The plans of the farm  dom ains are available in 
the  older se ttled  S ta tes not less than in the un
occupied regions of country. The se ttled  States 
will sim ply take a longer tim e, several years per 
haps, to  bring about the  much-needed changes. The 
farm ers m ust not expect th a t they can remove the 
evils and obstacles of the old sty le  and yet have 
the change cost them  nothing. But, large as the 
cost may seem to be, it will be found very small in 
com parison w ith the  immense and perm anent ad
vantages to be gained.

The plans them selves are based upon the fixed 
laws of both a rt and m athem atical science.



THE HERITAGE.
We would have the home esta te  descend in the 
mily line for generations. W hen the single fam - 

ilies become so large th a t some of them  m ust needs 
go away and form new domains, let some of them  
tay on the old home place. Then those who have 
'f t  can, in after-years, retu rn  and visit the ances- 
ral homestead, w ith all of its pleasant associated 
emories.


