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PREFACE

THais book, reader, 18 not published to tell us that there
is sin and woe and misery in this world. We know it all
too well. . :

This book is not published to tell us that there is an
irreconcilable controversy between darkness and light, sin
and righteousness, death and life, wrong and right. In our
heart of hearts we know it, and know that we are partiei-
pators, actors, in the conflict.

But to every one of us comes at times a longing to know
more of the great controversy. How did the controversy
begin? cr was it always here® What elements enter into its
awfully complex aspect? Hiw am I related to it? What
is my responsibility ? I find myself in this world by no choice
of my own. Does that mean to me evil or good?

What are the great principles involved? How long will
the controversy continue?! What will be its ending? Shall
this earth sink, as some scientists tell us, into the depths of
a sunless, frozen, eternal night? or is there a better future
before it, radiant with the light of life, warm with the eternal
love of God? :

The question comes closer still: How may the controversy
in my own heart, the strife between inflowing selfishness and
outgoing love be settled in the vietory of good, and settled
forever? What does the Bible say? What has God to teach
us upon this eternally important question to every soul?

Questions like these meet us from every side. They rise
insistent up from the depths of our own heart. They de-
mand definite answer.

Surely the God who ecreated in us the longing for the
better, the desire for the truth, will not withhold from us the
answer to all needed knowledge; for ‘‘the Lord Jehovah will
do nothing, except he reveal his seeret unto his servants
the prophets,’”

(iii)
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It is the aim of this book, reader, to help the troubled
soul to a right solution of all these problems. It is written
by one who has tasted and found that God is good, and who
has learned in communion with God and the study of his
Word that the secret of the Lord is with them that fear him,
and that he will show them his eovenant.

That we may better understand the principles of the all-
important controversy, in whiech the life of a universe is
involved, the author has set it before us in great, concrete
object-lessons of the last twenty centuries,

The book opens with the sad eclosing scenes of Jerusalem's
history, the city of God’s chosen, after her rejection of the
Man of Calvary, who eame to save. Thenee onward along
the great highway of the nations, it points us to the perse-
eutions of God's children in the first centuries; the great
apostasy which followed in his church; the world-awakening
of the Reformation, in which some of the great prineiples
of the controversy are clearly manifest; the awful lesson of
the rejection of right principles by France; the reviving and
exaltation of the Seriptures, and their beneficent, life-giving
influence; the religions awakening of the last days; the un-
sealing of the radiant fountain of God’s Word, with its won-
derful revelations of light and knowledge to meet the baleful
upspringing of every delusion of darkness.

The present impending conflict, with the vital prineciples
involved, in which no one ean be neutral, are simply, lueidly,
strongly set forth.

Last of all we are told of the eternal and glorious vietory
of good over evil, right over wrong, light over darkness, joy
over sorrow, life over death, hope over despair, glory over
shame, and everlasting, long-suffering love over vindictive
hate.

Former editions of this book have brought many souls to
the true Shepherd; it is the prayer of the publishers that
this edition may be even more fruitful of eternal good.

THE PUBLISHERS.




INTRODUCTION

Brrore the entranece of sin, Adam enjoyed open eom-
munion with his Maker; but sinee man separated himself
from God by transgression, the human race has been ecut
off from this high privilege. By the plan of redemption,
however, a way has been opened whereby the inhabitants of
the earth may still have connection with Heaven. God has
communicated with men by his Spirit, and divine light has
been imparted to the world by revelations to his chosen
servants. ‘‘Holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.”” 2 Peter 1:21.

During the first twenty-five hundred years of human his-
tory, there was no written revelation. Those who had been
tanght of God, communicated their knowledge to others, and
it was handed down from father to son, through sucecessive
generations. The preparation of the written word began in
the time of Moses. Inspired revelations were then embodied
in an inspired book. This work continued during the long
period of sixteen hundred years, from Moses, the historian
of ereation and the law, to John, the recorder of the most
sublime truths of the gospel.

The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written
by human hands; and in the varied style of its different
books it presents the characteristics of the several writers.
The truths revealed are all *‘given by inspiration of God™
(2 Tim. 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men.
The Infinite One by his Holy Spirit has shed light into the
minds and hearts of his servants. He has given dreams and
visions, symbols and figures; and those to whom the truth was

" thus revealed, have themselves embodied the thought in human

language.

The ten commandments were spoken by God himself, and
were written by his own hand. They are of divine, and not of
human composition. But the Bible, with its God-given truths

(v)
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expressed in the language of men, presents a union of the
divine and ‘he human. Such a union existed in the nature
of Christ, who was the Son of God and the Son of man.
Thus 1t is true of the Bible, as 1t was of Christ, that ‘‘the
- Wo'd was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”” John 1:14.

Written in different ages, by men who differed wi ely in
rank and occupation, and in mental and spiritual endow ments,
the books of the Bible present a wide contrast in style, as
well as a diversity in the nature of the subjects unfolded.
Different forms of expression are employed by different wri-
ters; often the same truth is more strikingly presented by one
than by another. And as several writers present a subject
under varied aspects and relations, there may appear, to the
superficial, eareless, or prejudiced reader, to be discrepaney
or contradiction, where the thoughtful, reverent student, with
clearer insight, diseerns the underlying harmony.

As presented through different individuals, the truth is
brought out in its varied aspects. One writer is more strongly
impressed with one phase of the subjeet; he grasps those
points that harmonize with his experience or with his power
of perception and appreciation ; another seizes upon a different
phase; and each, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
presents what is most foreibly impressed upon his own mind—
a different aspect of the truth in each, but a perfeet har-
mony through all. And the truths thus revealed unite to
form a perfeet whole, adapted to meet the wants of men in
all the circumstances and experiences of life.

God has been pleased to communicate his truth to the
world by human agencies, and he himself, by his Holy Spirit,
qualified men and enabled them to do this work. He guided
the mind in the selection of what to speak and what to write,
The treasure was intrusted to earthen wvessels, yet it is, none
the less, from Heaven. The testimony is eonveyed through
the imperfect expression of human language ; yet it is the tes-
timony of God; and the obedient, believing child of God be-
holds in it the glorv of a divine power, full of grace and truth,
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In his Word, God has committed to men the knowledge
necessary for salvation. The Holy Seriptures are to be aec-
cepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of his will
They are the standard of character, the revealer of doctrines,
and the test of experience, ‘‘Every seripture inspired of God
is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
instruetion which is in righteousness; that the man of God
may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.”’
2 Tim. 3:16, 17, Revised Version,

Yet the faet that God has revealed his will to men through
his Word, has not rendered needless the continued presence
and guiding of the Holy Spirit. On the contrary, the Spirit
was promised by our Saviour, to open the Word to his serv-
ants, to illuminate and apply its teachings. And since it was
the Spirit of God that inspired the Bible, it is impossible that
the teaching of the Spirit should ever be contrary to that
of the Word.

The Spirit was not given—nor can it ever be bestowed—to
supersede the Bible; for the Seriptures explicitly state that
the Word of God is the standard by which all teaching and
experience must be tested. Says the apostle John, ** Believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God;
because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”
1 John 4:1. And Isaiah declares, ‘‘To the law and to the
testimony ; il they speak not according to this word, it is be-
cause there is no light in them.”” Isa. 8:20.

Great reproach has been cast upon the work of the Holy
Spirit by the errors of a class that, claiming its enlighten-
ment, profess to have no further need of guidance from the
Word of God. They are governed by impressions which they
regard as the voice of God in the soul. But the spirit that
controls them is not the Spirit of God. This following of im-
pressions, to the neglect of the Seriptures, can lead only to
confusion, to deception and ruin. It serves only to further
the designs of the evil one. Since the ministry of the Holy
Spirit is of vital importanee to the church of Christ, it is one
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of the devices of Satan, through the errors of extremists and
fanaties to cast contempt upon the work of the Spirit, and
cause the people of God to negleet this source of strength
which our Lord himself has provided.

In harmony with the Word of God, his Spirit was to eon-
tinue its work throughout the entire period of the gospel dis-
pensation. During the ages while the Seriptures of both the
Old and the New Testament were being given, the Holy Spirit
did not cease to communieate light to individual minds, apart
from the revelations to be embodied in the sacred canon. The
Bible itself relates how, through the Holy Spirit, men received
warning, reproof, eounsel, and instruetion, in matters in no
way relating to the giving of the Seriptures. And mention
is made of prophets in different ages, of whose utterances
nothing is recorded. In like manner, after the close of the
canon of Seripture, the Holy Spirit was still to continue its
work, to enlighten, warn, and comfort the children of God.

Jesus promised his disciples, ‘‘The Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-
branee, whatsoever 1 have said unto you.” ‘*When he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth;
. . . and he will show you things to come.”” John 14:26;
16:13. Seripture plainly teaches that these promises, so far
from being limited to apostolic davs, extend to the church
of Christ in all ages. The Saviour assures his followers, ‘1
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”" Matt.
28:20. And Paul declares that the gifts and manifestations
of the Spirit were set in the church *‘for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ; till we all come in the unity of the faith, and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”” Eph.
4:12, 13,

Yor the believers at Ephesus the apostle prayed, ‘‘That
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may



INTRODUCTION ix

give unto yvou the Spiril of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him; the eyes of your understanding being en-
lightened ; that ye may know what is the hopé of his ealling,
and what . . . is the exceeding greatness of his power
to usward who believe.”” Eph. 1:17-19. The ministry of
the divine Spirit in enlightening the understanding and open-
ing to the mind the deep things of God’s holy Word, was the
blessing which Paul thus besought for the Ephesian ehureh.

After the wonderful manifestation of the 1loly Spirit on
the day of Pentecost, Peter exhorted the people to repentance
and baptism in the name of Christ, for the remission of their
sins; and he said, ** Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
For the promise is unto you, and to your ehildren, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall
call.”’ Acts 2: 38, 39.

In immediate conneetion with the seenes of the great day
of God, the Lord by the prophet Joel has promised a speecial
manifestation of his Spirit. Joel 2:28. This propheey re-
ceived a partial fulfilment in the ontpouring of the Spirit on
the day of Pentecost; but it will reach its full accomplish-
ment in the manifestation of divine grace which will attend
the closing work of the gospel.

The great controversy between good and evil will inerease
in intensity to the very close of time. In all ages the wrath of
Satan has been manifested against the chureh of Christ; and
God has bestowed his grace and Spirit upon his people to
strengthen them to stand against the power of the evil one.
When the apostles of Christ were to bear his gospel to the
world and to record it for all future ages, they were espeeially
endowed with the enlightenment of the Spirit. But as the
church approaches her final deliverance, Satan is to work with
greater power. He comes down ‘‘having great wrath, because
he knoweth that he hath but a short time.”’ Rev. 12:12. He
will work ‘‘with all power and signs and lying wonders.”
2 Thess, 2:9. For six thousand years that master-mind that
once was highest among the angels of God, has been wholly
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bent to the work of deeeption and ruin. And all the depths
of Satanic skill and subtlety aequired, : 1l the cruelty ( evel-
oped, during these struggles of the age., will be brought to
bear against God's people in the final conflict. And in this
time of peril the followers of Christ are to bear to the world
" the warning of the Lord’s seecond advent: and a people are
to be prepared to stand before him at his eoming, *‘without
spot, and blameless.”” 2 Peter 3:14. At this time the special
endowment of divine grace and power is not less needful to
the ehurch than in apostolic days.

Through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, the scenes of
the long-continued conflict between good and evil have been
opened to the writer of these pages. From time to time T
have been permitted to behold the working, in different ages,
of the great controversy between Christ, the Prince of life, the
Author of our salvation, and Satan, the prince of evil, the
author of sin, the first transgressor of God’s holy law. Satan’s
enmity against Christ has been manifested against his fol-
lowers. The same hatred of the prineciples of God's law. the
same policy of deception, by which error is made to appear
as truth, by which human laws are substituted for the law of
God, and men are led to worship the ereature rather than the
Creator, may be traced in all the history of the past. Satan's
efforts to misrepresent the character of God. to eause men to
cherish a false conception of the Creator, and thus to regard
him with fear and hate rather than with love, his endeavors
to set aside the divine law, leading the people to think them-
selves free from its requirements, and his persecution of those
who dare to resist his deceptions, have been steadfastly pur-
sued in all ages. They may be traced in the history of patri-
archs, prophets, and apostles, of martyrs and reformers.

In the great final confliet, Satan will employ the same
policy, manifest the same spirit, and work for the same end,
as in all preceding ages. That which has been, will be, except
that the coming struggle will be marked with a terrible in-
tensity such as the world has never witnessed. Satan’s de-
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ceptions will be more subtle, his assaults more determined. If -
it were possible, he would lead astray the eleet. Mark 13: 22,
Revised Version. : -

As the Spirit of God has opened to my mind the great
truths of his Word, and the scenes of the past and the future,
I have been bidden to make known to others that which has
thus been revealed,—to trace the history of the controversy in
past ages, and espeeially to so present it as to shed a light on
the fast-approaching struggle of the future. In pursuance of
this purpose, I have endeavored to select and group together
events in the history of the church in such a manner as to
trace the unfolding of the great testing truths that at dif-
ferent periods have been given to the world, that have exeited
the wrath of Satan, and the enmity of a world-loving church,
and that have been maintained by the witness of those who
“loved not their lives unto the death.®

In these records we may see a foreshadowing of the con-
flict before us. Regarding them in the light of God’s Word,
and by the illumination of his Spirit, we may see unveiled
the deviees of the wicked one, and the dangers wiheh they
must shun who would be found ‘‘without fault’' before the
Lord at his coming.

The great events which have marked the progress of re-
form in past ages, are matters of history, well known and uni-
versally acknowledged by the Protestant world; they are facts
which none ean gainsav. This history I have presented briefly,
in accordanee with the secope of the book, and the brevity
whiech must necessarilv be observed, the faects having been
condensed into as little space as seemed consistent with a

“proper understanding of their application. In some cases

where a historian has so grouped together events as to afford,
in brief, a comprehensive view of the subject, or has sum-
marized details in a convenient manner, his words have been
quoted; but except in a few instances no specific eredit has
been given, sinee they are not quoted for the purpose of citing
that writer as authority, but because his statement affords
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a ready and foreible presentation of the subject. In nar-
rating the experience and views of those earrying forward the
work of reform in our own time, similar use has occasionally
been made of their published works.

It is not so much the object of this book to present new
truths concerning the struggles of former times, as to bring
out facts and principles which have a bearing on coming
events. Yet viewed as a part of the controversy between the
forees of light and darkness, all these records of the past are
seen to have a new significanee; and through them a light is
cast upon the future, illumining the pathway of those who,
like the reformers of past ages, will be called, even at the peril
of all earthly good, to witness *‘ for the Word of God, and for
the testimony of Jesus Christ.”’

To unfold the scenes of the great controversy between truth
and error; to reveal the wiles of Satan, and the means by which
he may be suceessfully resisted ; to present a satisfactory solu-
tion of the great problem of evil, shedding such a light upon
the origin and the final disposition of sin as to fully make mani-
fest the justice and benevolence of God in all his dealings with
his ereatures; and to show the holy, unchanging nature of his
law, is the object of this book. That through its influence souls
may be delivered from the power of darkness, and become
“partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”” to the
praise of him who loved us, and gave himself for us, is the
carnest prayer of the writer.

E. G W,
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The Great Controversy.

CHAPTER I.

DESTRUCTION OF ]JERUSALEM.

“Ir thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day,
the things which belong unto thy peacel but now they are
Lid from thine eyes. For the days shall eome upon thee,
that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and com-
pass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall
lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within
thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another;
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.,”"

From the crest of Olivet, Jesus looked upon Jerusalem.
Fair and peacelul was the scene spread out before him. It
was the season of the Passover, and from all lands the chil-
dren of Jacob had gathered there to celebrate the great na-
tional festival. In the midst of gardens and vineyards, and
green slopes studded with pilgrims’ tents, rose the terraced
hills, the stately palaces, and massive bulwarks of Israel’s
capital. The daughter of Zion seemed in her pride to say,
“] sit a queen, and shall seo no sorrow;” as lovely then, and
deeming herself as secure in Heaven's favor, as when, ages
before, the royal minstrel sung, “ Beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion,” “the eity of the great
King.”* In full view were the magnificent buildings of the
temiple. The rays of the setting sun lighted up the snowy

 Luke 10 : 4x-44. *Ps, 4812,
an




18 THE GREAT CONTROVERERNY.

whiteness of its marble walls, and gleamed from golden gate
and tower and pinnacle. “The perfection of beauty ” it stood,
the pride of the Jewish nation. What child of Israel could
gaze upon the scene without a thrill of joy and admiration!
But far other thoughts occupied the mind of Jesus. “When
he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it.”’
Amid the universal rejoicing of the triumphal entry, while
nalm branches waved, while glad hosannas awoke the echoes
of the hills, and thousands of voices declared him king, the
world’s Redeemer was overwhelmed with a sudden and mys-
terious sorrow. He, the Son of God, the Promised One of
Israel, whose power had conquered death, and ealled its
captives from the grave, was in tears, not of ordinary grief,
but of intense, irrepressible agony.

His tears were not for himself, though he well knew whither
his feet were tending. Before him lay Gethsemane, the scene
of his approaching agony. The sheep gate also was in sight,
through which for ecenturies the vietims for sacrifice had been
led, and which was to open for him wnen he should be
“brought as a lamb to the slaughter.”® Not far distant
was Calvary, the place of erucifixion. Upon the path which
Christ was soon to tread must fall the horror of great dark-
ness a8 he should make his soul an offering for sin.  Yet
it was not the contemplation of these scenes that cast the
shadow upon him in this hour of gladness. No foreboding
of his own superhuman anguish clouded that unselfish
spirit, He wept for the doomed thousands of Jerusalem—
because of the blindness and impenitence of those whom
he came to bless and to save,

The history of more than a thousand years of God’s spe-
cial favor and guardian care, manifested to the chosen peo-
ple, was open to the eye of Jesus. There was Mount Moriah,
where the son of promise, an unresisting vietim, had been
bound to the altar—emblem of the offering of the Son of
God.* There, the covenant of blessing, the glorious Messianic

' Luke 19 ,4). “lsa 3.0 *Gen, 22: 0



,.
"=

DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 19

promise, had been confirmed to the father of the faithful®
There the flames of the sacrifice ascending to heaven froim
the threshing-floor of Ornan had turned aside the sword of
the destroying angel *—fitting symbol of the Saviour's saeri-
fice and mediation for guilty men. Jerusalem had been
honored of God above all the earth., The Lord had *chosen
Zion,” he had “desired it for his halkitation.”* There, for
ages, holy prophets had utfered their messages of warning.
There, priests had waved their censers, and the cloud of
incense, with the prayers of the worshipers, had ascended
before God. There daily the blood of slain lambs had been
offered, pointing forward to the Lamb of God. There, Je-
hovah had revealed his presence in the cloud of glory above
the mercy-seat. There rested the base of that mystic ladder
connecting earth with Heaven,'—that ladder upon which
angels of God descended and ascended, and which opened
to the world the way into the holiest of all. Had Israel as
a nation preserved her allegiance to Heaven, Jerusalem
would have stood forever, the elect of God.* But the history
of that favored people was a record of backsliding and re-
bellion. They had resisted Heaven's grace, abused their
privileges, and slighted their opportunities.

Although Israel had “mocked the messengers of God, and
. despised his words, and misused his prophets,” * he had still
manifested himself to them, as “the Lord God, mereciful
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth;”" notwithstanding repeated rejections, his mercy had
continued its pleadings. With more than a father’s pitying
love’ for the son of his care, God had “sent to them by his
messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had
compassion on his people, ind on his dwelling-place.”*
When remonstrance, entreaty, and rebuke had failed, he
. sent to them the best gift of Heaven; nay, he poured out
all Heaven in that one gift.

1Gen. 92 :16-18. *1 Chron21. *Ps 182:13. ‘Gen. 28:12;
‘Jobm 1:51. %Jer. 17:921-25. *2 Chron. 36:15, 16. "Ex. 34: 6
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All the predictions given by Christ concerning the de-
struction of Jerusalem were fulfilled to the letter. The Jews
experienced the truth of his words of warning, “ With what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”*

Signs and wonders appeared, foreboding disaster and doom.
In the midst of the night an unnatural light shone over the
temple and the altar. Upon the clouds at sunset were pict-
ured chariots and men of war gathering for battle. The
priests ministering by night in the sanctuary were terrified
by mysterious sounds; the earth trembled, and a multitude
of voices were heard crying, “Let us depart hence.” The
great eastern gate, which was sorheavy that it could hardly
be shut by a score of men, and which was secured by im-
mense bars of iron fastened deep in the pavement of solid
stono, opened at midnight, without visible agency.

For seven years a man continued to go up and down the
streets of Jerusalem, declaring the woes that were to come
upon the city. By day and by night he chanted the wild
dirge, “A voice from the east; a voice from the west: a voice
from the four winds; a voice against Jerusalem and the
temple; a voice against the bridegroom and the bride; and
a voice against all the people.” This strange being was
imprisoned and scourged; but no complaint escaped his lips.
To insult and abuse he answered only, “Woe to Jerusalem !
woe, woe to the inhabitants thereof!” His warning cry
ceased not until he was slain in the siege he had foretold.

Not one Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem.
Christ had given his disciples warning, and all who believed
his words watched for the promised sign. “When ye shall
see Jerusalem compassed with armies,” said Jesus, “then
know that the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them
which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let them
which are in the midst of it depart out.”* After the Romans
under Cestius had surrounded the city, they unexpectedly
abandoned the siege when everything seemed favorable for

' Matt. 7:2 Ls * Luke 21 : 20, 21.
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rors of starvation were experienced. A measure of wheat
was sold for a talent. So fierce were the pangs of hunger
that men would gnaw the leather of their belts and sandals
and the covering of their shields. Great numbers of the
people would steal out at night to gather wild plants grow-
ing outside the city walls, though many were seized and
put to death with cruel torture, and often those who returned
in safety were robbed of what they had gleaned at so great
peril. The most inhuman tortures were inflicted by those
in power, fo force from the want-stricken people the last
scanty supplies which they might have concealed. And
these cruelties were not infﬂ-quunt-]y practiced by men who
were themselves well fed, and who were merely desirous of
laying up a store of provision for the future.

Thousands perished from famine and pestilence. Natural
affection seemed to have been destroyed. Husbands robbed
their wives, and wives their husbands. Children would be
seen snatching the food from the mouths of their aged par-
ents. The question of the prophet, “Can a woman forget
her sucking child?”" received the answer within the walls
of that doomed ecity, “The hands of the pitiful women have
sodden their own children; they were their meat in the
destruction of the daughter of my people” Again was
* fulfilled the warning prophecy given fourteen centuries be-
fore: “The tender and delicate woman among you, which
would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the
ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil
toward the husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and
toward her daughter; . . . and toward her children
which she shall bear; for she shall eat them for want of all
things secretly in the siege and straitness, wherewith thine
enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.”’

The Roman leaders endeavored to strike terror to the
Jews, and thus cause them to surrender. Those prisoners
who resisted when taken, were scourged, tortured, and cruei-

! 1sa. 49 : 15. *Lam. 4:10, 3 Deut, <8 : 586, 57.



36 THE GREAT CONTROVERSY.

queror’s triumph, thrown to wild beasts in the amphithea-
ters, or scattered as homeless wanderers throughout the earth.

The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled for
themselves the cup of vengeance. In the utter destruction
that befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that fol-
lowed them in their dispersion, they were but reaping the
harvest which their own hands had sown. Says the prophet,
“O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;” “for thou hast
fallen by thine iniquity.”* Their sufferings are often rep-
resented as a punishment visited upon them by the direct
decree of God. It is thus that the great deceiver seeks to
conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of divine love
and mercy, the Jews had caused the protection of God to be
withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to rule them
according fo his will. The horrible cruelties enacted in the
destruction of Jerusalem are a demonstration of Satan’s vin-
dictive power over those who yield to his control.

We cannot, know how much we owe to Christ for the peace
and protection which we enjoy. It is the restrai ning power
of God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the
control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have
great reason for gratitude for God’s merey and long-suffering
in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil
one. But when men pass the limits of divine forbearance,
that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the
sinner as an executioner of the sentence against transgres-
sion; but he leaves the rejecters of his mercy to themselves,
to reap that which they have sown. Every ray of light
rejécted, every warning despised or unheeded, every passion
indulged, every transgression of the law of God, is a seed
sown, which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God,
persistently resisted, is at last withdrawn from the sinner,
and then there is left no power to control the evil passions
of the soul, and no protection from the malice and enmity
of Satan. The destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and

1Hon. 1.3:); 14:1.
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solemn warning to all who are trifling with the offers of
divine grace, and rvesisting the pleadings of divine mercy.,
Never was there given a more decisive testimony to God’s
hatred of sin, and to the certain punishment that will fall
upon the guilty.

The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation of judg-
ments upon Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of
which that terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In
the fate of the chosen city we may behold the doom of a
world that has rejected God’s mercy and trampled upon his
law. Dark are the records of human misery that earth has
witnessed during 1ifs long centuries of erime. The heart
sickens and the mind grows faint in contemplation. Ter-
rible have been the results of rejecting the authority of
Heaven. But a scene yet darker is presented in the revela-
tions of the future. The records of the past—the long pro-
- eession of tumults, conflicts, and revolutions, the “battle of
the werrior, with confused noise, and garments rolled in
blood,” '—what are these, in contrast with the terrors of that
day when the restraining Spirit of God shall be wholly with-
drawn from the wicked, no longer to hold in check the
outburst of human passion and Satanic wrath! The world
~ will then behold, as never before, the results of Satan’s rule.

But in that day, as in the time of Jerusalem’s destruction,
God’s people will be delivered, “every one that shall be
found written among the living.” Christ has declared that
he will come the second time, to gather his faithful ones to
himsclf: “Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his eleet from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.”* Then shall they that obey not
the gospel be consumed with the spirit of his mouth, and
be destroyed with the brightness of his coming.” Like Israel

Hsa. 9:5. 2 Matt. 24 :30, 31. 32 Thess. 2:8,
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CHAPTER i}

PERSECUTION IN THE FIRST CENTURIES.

WaeN Jesus revealed fo his disciples the fate of Jerusalem
and the scenes of the second advent, he foretold also the ex-
perience of his people from the time when he should be
taken from them, to his return in power and glory for their
deliverance. From Olivet the Saviour beheld the storms
about to fall upon the apostolic church, and, penetrating
deeper into the future, his eye discerned the fierce, wasting
tempests that were to beat upon his followers in the coming
ages of darkness and persecution. In a few brief utterances,
of awful significance, he forefold the portion which the rul-
ers of this world would mete out to the church of God.
The followers of Christ must tread the same path of humili-
ation, reproach, and suffering which their Master trod. The
enmity that burst forth against the world’s Redeemer, would
be manifested against all who should believe on his name.

The history of the early church testified fo the fulfillment
of the Saviour's words. The powers of earth and hell ar-
rayed themselves against Christ in the person of his follow-
ers. Paganism foresaw that should the gospel triumph,
her temples and altars would be swept away; therefore she

_summoned her forces to destroy Christianity. The fires of
“persecution were kindled. Christians were stripped of their

possessions, and driven from their homes. They “endured
a great fight of afflictions.”* They “had trial of cruel mock-

"Matt. 24:9, 21, 22, " Heb. 10 - 32,
)
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ings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprison-
ment.”"  Great numbers sealed their testimony with their
blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, learned and igno-
rant, were alike slain without mercy.

These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the time
of the martyrdom of Paul, continued with greater or less
fury for centuries. Christians were falsely accused of the
most dreadful erimes, and declared to be the cause of great
calamities—famine, pestilence, and earthquake. As they
became the objects of popular hatred and suspicion, inform-
ers stood ready, for the sake of gain, to betray the innocent.
They were condemned as rebels against the empire, as foes
of religion, and pests to society. Great numbers were thrown
to wild beasts or burned alive in the amphitheaters. Some
were crucified; others were covered with the skins of wild
animals, and thrust into the arena to be torn by dogs.
Their punishment was often made the chief entertainment
at public fétes. Vast multitudes assembled to enjoy the
sight, and greeted their dying agonies with laughter and
applause. _

“Wherever they sought refuge, the followers of Christ were
hunted like beasts of prey. They were forced to seek con-
cealment In desolate and solitary places. * Destitute, af-
flicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy; they
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth.”' The catacombs afforded shelter for
thousands. Beneath the hills outside the city of Rome, long
galleries had been tunneled through earth and rock; the
dark and intricate network of passages extended for miles
beyond the city walls. In these underground retreats, the
followers of Christ buried their dead; and here also, when
suspected and proseribed, they found a home. When the
Lifegiver shall awaken those who have fought the good fight,
many a martyr for Christ's sake will come forth from those
gloomy caverns.

l Heb. 11 : 36, 37, 38.
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Under the fiercest persecution, these witnesses for Jesus
kept their faith unsullied. Though deprived of every com-
fort, shut away from tho light of the sun, making their
home in the dark but friendly bosom of the earth, they
uttered no complaint. With words of faith, patience, and
hope, they encouraged one another 1o endure privation and
distress. The loss of every earthly blessing could not force
them to renounce their belief in Christ.  Trials and perse-
cution were but steps bringing them nearer their rest and
their reward.

Like God’s servants of old, many were “ tortured, not ac-
cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resur-
rection.”'  These ecalled to mind the words of their Master,
that when persecuted for Christ’s sake they were to be ex-
ceeding glad ; for great would be their reward in Heaven;
for so the prophets had been persecuted before them. They
rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to sufler for the
truth, and songs of triumph ascended from the midst of
crackling flames. Looking upward by faith, they saw Christ
and angels leaning over the battlements of Heaven, gazing
upon them with the deepest interest, and regarding their
steadfastness with approval. A voice came down to them
from the throne of God, “ Be thou faithful unto death, and
I will gwa thee a crown of life.”?

In vain were Satan’s eflorts to destroy the church of Christ
by violence. The great controversy in which the disciples
of Jesus yielded up their lives, did not cease when these
faithful standard-bearers fell at their post. By defeat they
conquered. God’s workmen were slain, but his work went
steadily forward. The gospel continued to spread, and the
number of its adherents to increase. It penctrated into
regions that were inaccessible, even to the eagles of Rome,
Said a Christian, expostulating with the heathen rulers who
were urging forward the persecution: “ You may torment,
afllict, and vex us. Your wickedness puts our weakness to

1 Heb. 11:35. *Rev. 2: 10,
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the test, but your cruelty is of no avail. It is but a stronger
invitation to bring others to our persuasion. The more we
are mowed down, the more we spring up again. The blood
of the Christians is seed.”

Thousands were imprisoned and slain; but others gprung

~up to fill their places. And those who were martyred for

their faith were secured to Christ, and accounted of him as
conquerors. They had fought the good fight, and they were
to receive the crown of glory when Christ should come.
The sufferings which they endured brought Christians nearer
to one another and to their Redeemer. Their living ex-
ample and dying festimony were a constant witness for the
truth ; and, where least expected, the subjects of Satan were
leaving his serviee, and enlisting under the banner of Christ.

Satan therefore laid his plans to war more successfully
against the government of God, by planting his banner in
the Christian church. If the followers of Christ could be
deceived, and led to displease God, then their strength, forti-
tude, and firuness would fail, and they would fall an easy
prey.

The great adversary now endeavored to gain by artifice
what he had “ailed to secure by force. Persecution ceased,
anl in its stead were substifuted the dangerous allurements
of temporal prosperity and worldly honor. Idolaters were
led to receive a part of the Christian faith, while they re-
jected other essential truths. They professed to accept Jesus
as the Son of God, and to believe in his death and resurrec-
tion; but they had no conviction of sin, and felt no need of
repentance or of a change of heart. With some conces-
sions on their part, they proposed that Christians should
make concessions, that all might unite on the platform of
belief in Christ.

Now the church was in fearful peril. Prison, torture, fire,
and sword were blessings in comparison with this. Some of
the Christians stood firm, declaring that they could make no
compromise. Others were in favor of yielding or modifying



CHAPTER III.

THE APOSTASY.

TrEe apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalo-
nians, foretold the great apostasy which would result in the
establishment of the papal power. He declared that the
day of Christ should not come, “except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per-
dition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
ealled God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”
And furthermore, the apostle warns his brethren that “the
mystery of iniquity doth already work.”" Even at that
early date he saw, creeping into the church, errors that
would prepare the way for the development of the papacy.
“Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and then
more openly as it increased in strength and gained control
of the minds of men, the mystery of iniquity carried for-
ward its deceptive and blasphemous work., Almost imper-
ceptibly the customs of heathenism found their way into
the Christian church., The spirit of compromise and con-
formity was restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions
which the church endured under paganism. But as perse-
cution ceased, and Christianity entered the courts and pal-
aces of kings, she laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ
and his apostles for the pomp and pride of pagan priests
and rulers; and in place of the requirements of God, she
substituted human theories and traditions. The nominal

12 Thess. 2:3, 4, 7.
(49}
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with his wife and a faithful servant, he crossed the Alps in
midwinter, that .he might humble himself before the pope.
Upon reaching the castle whither Gregory had withdrawn,
he was conducted, without his gunards, into an outer court,
and there, in the severe cold of winter, with uncovered head
and naked feet, and in a miserable dress, he awaited the
pope’s permission to come into his presence. Not until he
had continued three days fasting and making confession,
did the pontiff condescend to grant him pardon. Iwven then
it was only upon condition that the emperor should await
the sanction of the pope before resuming the insignia or
exercising the pewer of royalty. And Gregory, elated with
his triumph, boasted that it was his duty “to pull down the
pride of kings.”

~{ How striking the contrast between the overbearing pride
of this haughty pontiff and the meekness and gentleness of
Christ, who represents himself as pleading at the door of the
heart for admittance, that he may come in to bring pardon
and peace, and who taught his disciples, * Whosoever will
be chief among you, let him be your servant.”

The advancing centuries witnessed a constant increase of
error in the doctrines put forth from Rome. Even before
the establishment of the papacy, the teachings of heathen
philosophers had received attention and exerted an influence
in the church. Many who professed conversion still elung
to the tenets of their pazan philosophy, and net only con-
tinued its study themselves, but urged it upon others as a
means of extending their influence among the heathen.
Serious errors were thus introduced into the Christian faith.
Prominent among these was the belief In mun’s natural
immortality and his consciousness in death. This doctrine
laid the foundation upon which Rome established the in-
vocation of saints and the adoration of the virgin Mary.
From this sprung also the heresy of eternal torment for the
finally impenitent, which was early incorporated into the
papal faith.

Then the way was prepared for the introduetion of still

1 Matt, 20:27,
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CHAPTER 1V,

THE WALDENSES.

Awmip the gloom that settled upon the earth during the
long period of papal supremacy, the light of truth could not
be wholly extinguished. In every age there were witnesses
for Goll,—men who cherished faith in Christ as the only
mediator between God and man, who held the Bible as the
only rule of life, and who hallowed the true Sabbath. HHow
much the world owes to these men, posterity will never
know. They were branded as heretics, their motives im-
pugned, their characters maligned, their writings suppressed,
misrepresented, or mutilated. Yot they stood firm, and from
age to age maintained their faith in its purity, as a sacred
heritage for the generations to come.

The history of God’s people during the ages of darkness
that followed upon Rome’s supremacy, is written in Heaven,
But they have little place in human records, Few traces
of their existence can be found, except in the accusations
of their persecutors. It was the policy of Rome to obliter-
ate every trace of dissent from her doctrines or decrees.
Everything heretical, whether persons or writings, was de-
stroyed. A single expression of doubt, a question as to the
authority of papal dogmas, was enough to forfeit the life of
rich or poor, high or low. Rome endeavored also to destroy
every record of her cruelty toward dissenters. Papal coun-
cils decreed that books and writings containing such records
ghould be committed to the flames, Before the invention
of printing, books were few in number, and in a form not
favorable for preservation; therefore there was little to pre-
veat the Romanists {from carrying out their purpose.

(G1)
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THE WALDENSES.

a martyr’s fate. The missionaries went out two and two, as
Jesus sent forth his disciples. With every young man was
usually associated a man of age and experience, the youth
being under the guidance of his companion, who was held
responsible for his training, and whose instruction he was
required to heed. These co-laborers were not always to-
gether, but often met for prayer and couusel, thus strength-
ening each other in the faith.

~\ To have made known the object of their mission would
have insured its defeat; therefore they carefully concealed
their real character. Every minister possessed a knowledge
of some trade or profession, and the missionaries prosecuted
their work under cover of a secular calling. Usually they
chose that of merchant or peddler. They dealt in choice and
costly articles, such as silks, laces, and jewels, which in
those times could not be readily procured, and thus they
found entrance where they would otherwise have been re-
pulsed, All the while their hearts were uplifted to God for
wisdem to present a treasure more precious than gold or
gems, They secretly earried about with them copies of the
Bible, in whole or in part, and whenever an opportunity
was presented, they called the attention of their customers
to these manuseripts.  Often an interest to read God’s Word
was thus awakened, and some portion was gladly left with
those who desired to receive it.

The work of these missionaries began in the plains and
valleys at the foot of their own mountains, but it extended
far beyond these limits. With naked feet and in garments
coarse and travel-stained as were those of their Master, they
passed through great cities, and penetrated to distant lands.
Everywhere they scattered the precious seed. Churches
sprung up in their path, and the blood of martyrs wit-
nessed for the truth. The day of God will reveal a rich har-
vest of souls garnered by the labors of these faithful men.
Veiled and silent, the Word of God was making its way
through Christendom, and meeting a glad reception in the
nomes and hearts of men.



CHAPTER V.

JOHN WYCLIFFE.

Berore the Reformation there were at times but very few
copies of the Bible in existence ; but God had not suf-
fered his Word to be wholly destroyed. Its truths were
not to be forever hidden. MHe could as easily unchain
the words of life as he could open prison doors and
unbolt iron gates to set his servants free. In the different
countries of Europe, men were moved by the Spirit of God
to search for the truth as for hid treasures. Providentially
guided to the Holy Seriptures, they studied the sacred pages
with intense interest. They were willing to accept the light,
at any cost to themselves. Though they did not see all
things clearly, they were enabled to perceive many long-
buried truths. As ITeaven-sent messengers they went forth,
rending asunder the chains of error and superstition, and
calling upon those who had been so long Ellblﬂ.‘i"E{l to arise
and assert their liberty.

Except among the Waldenses, the Word of God had for
ages been locked up in languages known only to the learned;
but the time had come for the Seriptures to be translated,
and given to the people of different lands in their native
tongue. The world had passed its midnight. The hours of
darkness were wearing away, and in many lands appeared
tokens of the coming dawn.

In the fourteenth {::antur}* arose in England the “ morning-
star of the Reformation.” John Wycliffe was the herald of
reform, not for England alone, but for all Christendom. The
great protest against Rome which it was permitted him to

utter, was never to be silenced. That protest opencd the
il (74 :
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His words were interrupted. The prelates, trembling
with rage, cried out, “ What need have we of further proof?”
“Away with the most obstinate of hereties!”

Unmoved by the tempest, Jerome exclaimed: “What! do
you suppose that I fear to die? You have held me a whole
year in a frightful dungeon, more horrible than death itself,
You have treated me more cruelly than a Turk, Jew, or
pagan, and my flesh has literally rotted off my bones alive;
and yet I make no complaint, for lamentation ill becomes a
man of heart and spirit; but I cannot but express my aston-
ishment at such great barbarity toward a Christian,”

Again the storm of rage burst out; and Jerome was hur-
ried away to prison. Yet there were some in the assembly
upon whom his words had made a deep impression, and
who desired to save his life. He was visited by dignitarics
of the church, and urged to submit himself to the council.
The most brilliant prospects were presented before him as
the reward of renouncing his opposition to Rome. But like
his Master, when offered the glory of the world, Jerome re-
mained steadfast,

“Prove to me from the Holy Writings that I am in error,”
he said, “and I will abjure it.”

“The Holy Writings!” exclaimed one of his tempters, “is
everything to be judged by them? Who can understand
them until the church has interpreted them?”

“Are the traditions of men more worthy of faith than the
gospel of our Saviour?” replied Jerome. “Paul did not
exhort those to whom he wrote to listen to the traditions of
men, but said, ‘Search the Secriptures.’”

“ Heretic,” was the response, “I repent having pleaded so
long with you. I see that you are urged on by the devil.”

Erelong sentence of condemnation was passed upon him,
He was led out to the same spot upon which Huss had
yielded up his life, He went singing on his way, his coun-
tenance lighted up with joy and peace. His gaze was fixed
upon Christ, and to him death had lost its terrors. When
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the executioner, about to kindle the pile, stepped behind
him, the martyr exclaimed, “Come forward boldly; apply
the fire before my face. Iad I been afraid, I should not be
here.”

His last words, uttered as the flames rose about him, were
a prayer. “ Lord, Almighty Father,” he cried, * have pity
on me, and pardon me my sins, for thou knowest that I have
always loved thy truth.” His voice ceased, but his lips
continued to move in praver.

When the fire had done its work, the ashes of the mar
tyr, with the earth upon which they rested, were gathered
up, and, like those of Huss, were thrown into the Rhine.
So perished God’s faithful light-bearers. But the light of
the truths which they proclaimed,—the light of their heroic
example,—could not be extinguished. As well might men
attempt to turn back the sun in its course as to prevent the
dawning of that day which was even then breaking upon
the world.

The execution of Huss had kindled a flame of indigna
tion and horror in Bohemia. It was felt by the whole nation
that he had fallen a prey to the malice of the priests and
the treachery of the emperor. He was declared to have been
a faithful teacher of the truth, and the council that decreed
his death was charged with the guilt of murder. His doe-
trines now attracted greater attention than ever before. By
the papal edicts the writings of Wyecliffe had been con-
demned to the flames. But those that had escaped destruc-
tion were now brought out from their hiding-places, and
studied in connection with the Bible, or such parts of it as
the people could obtain, and many were thus led to accept
the reformed faith.

The murderers of Huss did not stand quietly by and wit-
ness the triumph of his cause. The pope and the emperor
united to erush out the movement, and the armies of Sigis-
mund were hurled upon Bohemia.

But a deliverer was raised up. Ziska, who soon after the



CHAPTER VII.

LUTHER'S SEPARATION FROM ROME,

Foremost among those who were called to lead the church
from the darkness of popery into the light of a purer faith,
stood Martin Luther. Zealous, ardent, and devoted, know-
ing no fear but the fear of God, and acknowledging no foun-
dation for religious faith but the Holy Seriptures, Luther
was the man for his time; through him, God accomplished
o great work for the reformation of the church and the en-
lightenment of the world,

Like the first heralds of the gospel, Luther sprung from
the ranks of poverty. His early years were spent in the
humble home of a German peasant. By daily toil as a
miner, his father earned the means for his education, He
intended him for a lawyer; but God purposed to make him
a builder in the great temple that was rising so slowly
through the centuries. Hardship, privation, and severe
diseipline were the school in which Infinite Wisdom pre-
pared Luther for the important mission of his life.

Luther’s father was a man of strong and active mind,
and great force of character, honest; resolute, and straight-
forward. He was true to his convictions of duty, let the
consequences be what they might. His sterling good sense
led him to regard the monastic system with distrust. He
was highly displeased when Luther, without his consent,
entered a monastery; and it was two vears before the father
was reconciled to his son, and even then his opinions re-
mained the same.

Luther’s parents bestowed great care upon the education
and training of their children. They endeavored to instruct

{120)
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declared that he had orders from the pope “to burn the her-
etics who dared oppose his most holy indulgences.”

"Luther now entered boldly upon his work as a champion
of the truth. His voice was heard from the pulpit in earnest,
solemn warning. He set before the people the offensive char-
acter of sin, and taught them that it is impossible for man,
by his own works, to lessen its guilt or evade its punishment.
Nothing but repentance toward God and faith in Christ can
save the sinner. The grace of Christ cannot be purchased;
it is a free gift. Ie counseled the people not to buy the
indulgences, but to look in faith to a erucified Redeemer. He
related his own painful experience in vainly seeking by
humiliation and penance to secure salvation, and assured
his hearers that it was by looking away from himself and
believing in Christ that he found peace and joy.

As Tetzel continued his traflic and his impious pretensions,
Luther determined upon a more eflectual protest against these
crying abuses. An occasion soon offered. 'The castle church
of Wittenberg possessed many relics, which on certain holy
days were exhibited to the people, and full remission of sins
was granted to all who then wvisited the church and made
confession. Accordingly on these days the people in great
numbers resorted thither. One of the most important of
these oceasions, the festival of “All-Saints,” was approaching.
On the preceding day, Luther, joining the crowds that were
already making their way to the church, posted on its door
a paper containing ninety-five propositions against the doe-
trine of indulgences. He declared his willingness to defend
these theses next day at the university, against all who should
see fit to attack them.

His propositions attracted universal attention. They were
read and re-read and repeated in every direction. Great
excitement was created in the university and in the whole
city. DBy these theses it was shown that the power to graut
the pardon of sin, and to remit its penalty, had never been eam-
aiitted to the pope or to any other man. The whole schete
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“tators, eager to look upon the monk who had dared resist
the authority of the pope.

As he was about to enter the presence of his judges, an
old general, the hero of many battles, said to him kindly,
“Poor monk! poor monk! thou hast a march and astruggle
to go through, such as neither I nor many other captains
have ever known in our most bloody battles. But if thy
cause be just, and thou art sure of it, go forward in God’s
name, and fear nothing! He will not forsake thee.”

At length Luther stood before the council. The emperor
occupied the throne. Ile was surrounded by the most illus-
trious personages in the empire. Never had any man ap-
peared in the presence of a more imposing assembly than
that before which Martin Luther was to answer for his faith.
“This appearance was of itself a signal vietory over the
papacy. The pope had condemned the man, and he was
now standing before a tribunal which, by this very act, set
itself above the pope. The pope had laid him under an
interdiet, and eut him off from all human society, and yet
he was summoned in respectful language, and received
before the most august assembly in the world. The pope
had condemned him to perpetual silence, and he was now
about to speak before thousands of attentive hearers drawn
together from the furthest partsof Christendpm. An immense
revolution had thus been effected by Luther's instrumen-
tality. Rome was already descending from her throne, and
it was the voice of a monk that caused this humiliation.”

In the presence of that powerful and titled assembly, the
lowly-born reformer seemed awed and embarrassed. Sev-
eral of the princes, observing his emotion, approached him,
and one of them whispered, “ Fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul.” Another said,
“When ye shall be brought before governors and kings for
My sake, it shall be given you, by the Spirit of your Father,
what ye shall say. » Thus the words of Christ were brou oht
by the wnrlda great men to strengthen lis servant in the
hour of trial.
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the emperor’s throne. A deep silence fell upon the crowded

wassembly. Then an imperial officer arose, and, pointing to

a collection of Luther's writings, demanded that the reformer
answer two questions,—whether he acknowledged them as
his, and whether he proposed to retract the opinions which
he had therein advanced. The titles of the books having
been read, Luther replied that as to the first question, he
acknowledged the books to be his. “As to the second,” he
said, “seeing it is a question which concerns faith, the sal-
vation of souls, and the Word of God, which is the greatest
and most precious treasure either in Heaven or earth, it
would be rash and perilous for me to reply without reflee-
tion. I might affirm less than the circumstances demand,
or more than truth requires; in either case I should fall
under the sentence of Christ: ‘Whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will T also deny before my Father which is
in Heaven.! For this reason I entreat your imperial
majesty, with all humility, to allow me time, that I may
answer without offending against the Word of God.”

In making this request, Luther moved wisely. His course
convinced the assembly that he did not act from passion or
impulse. Such calmness and self-command, unexpected in
one who had shown himself bold and uncompromising,
added to his power, and enabled him afterward to answer
with a prudence, decision, wisdom, and dignity, that sur-
prised ‘and disappointed his adversaries, and rebuked their
insolence and pride.

The next day he was to appear to render his final answer.
For a time his heart sunk within him as he contemplated
the forees that were combined against the truth. His faith
faltered ; fearfulness and trembling came upon him, and
horror overwhelmed him. Dangers multiplied before him,
his enemies s¢emed aboul to triumph, and the powers of
darkness to prevail. Clouds gathered about him, and seemed
to separate him from God. He longed for the assurance

! Matt. 10:33,
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that the Lord of hosts would be with him. In anguish of
spirit he threw himself with his face upon the earth, and
poured out those broken, heart-rending eries, which none
but God ecan fully understand.

“0 God,” he pleaded, “ Almighty God everlasting! How
dreadful is the world! Behold how it opens its mouth to
swallow me up, and how small is my faith in thee! . . . If
I am to depend upon any strength of this world—all is
over. . . . The knell is struck. . . . Sentence is
gone forth. . . . O thou my God! help me against all
the wisdom of this world. Do this, I beseech thee
by thine own mighty power. . . . The work is not mine,
but thine. I haveno business here. . . . I have nothing
to contend for with the great men of the world. . . . But
the cause is thine, . . . and it is righteous and everlasting.

O faithful and unchangeable God! I lean not upon
man. . . . Whatever is from man is tottering, whatever
proceeds from him must fall. . . . Thou hast chosen me
for this work. . . . Therefore, O God, accomplish thine
own will; forsake me not, for the sake of thy well-beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, my defense, my buckler, and my strong-
hold.”

An all-wise Providence had permitted Luther to realize his
peril, that he might not trust to his own strength, and rush
presumptuously into danger. Yet it was not the fear of per-
sonal suffering, a dread of torture or death, which seemed
immediately impending, that overwhelmed him with its fer-
ror. He had come to the erisis, and he felt his insufficiency
to meet it. Through his weakness the cause of truth might
suffer loss. Not for his own safety, but for the triumph of
the gospel, did he wrestle with God. Like Israel’s, in that
night struggle beside the lonely stream, was the anguish and
conflict of his soul. Like Israel, he prevailed with God. In
his utter helplessness his faith fastened upon Christ, the
mighty deliverer. He was strengthened with the assurance
that lLie would not appear alone before the counecil. Peace
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CHAPTER 1X.

THE SWISS REFORMER.

Ix the choice of instrumentalities for the reforming of the
church, the same divine plan is seen as in that for the plant-
ing of the church. The heavenly Teacher passed by the
great men of earth, the titled and wealthy, who were accus-
tomed to receive praise and homage as leaders of the people.
They were go proud and self-confident in their boasted supe-
riority that they could not be moulded to sympathize with
their fellow-men, and to become co-laborers with the humble
Man of Nazareth. To the unlearned, toiling fishermen of
(Galilee was the eall addressed, “ Follow me, and I will make
you fishers of men.”' These disciples were humble and
teachable. The less they had been influenced by the false
teaching of their time, the more successfully could Christ
instruct and train them for his service. So in the days of
the Great Reformation. The leading reformers were men
from humble life,—men who were most free of any of their
time from pride of rank, and from the influence of bigotry
and priesteraft. It is God’s plan to employ humble instru-
ments to accomplish great results. Then the glory will not
be given to men, but to Him who works through them to
will and to do of his own good pleasure.

A few weeks after the birth of Luther in a miner’s cabin
in Saxony, Ulrie Zwingle was born in a herdsman’s cottage
among the Alps. Zwingle’s surroundings in childhood, and
his early training, were such as to prepare him for his future
mission. Reared amid scenes of natural grandeur, beauty,
and awful sublimity, his mind was early impressed with a
sense of the greatness, the power, and the majesty of God.

' Matt. 4:19, (171)



CHAPTER X

PROGRESS OF REFORM IN GERMANY.

* Luruer’s mysterious disappearance excited consternation
throughout all Germany. Inquiries concerning him were
heard everywhere. The wildest rumors were circulated and
many believed that he had been murdered. There was
great lamentation, not only by his avowed friends, but by
thousands who had not openly taken their stand with the
Reformation. Many bound themselves by a solemn oath to
avenge his death. :

The Romish leaders saw with terror to what a pitch bad
risen the feeling against them. Though at first exultant at
the supposed death of Luther, they soon desired to hide
from the wrath of the people. IHis enemies had not been
so troubled by his most daring acts-while among them as
they were at his removal. Those who in their rage had
sought to destroy the bold reformer, were filled with fear
now that he had become a helpless captive. “Theonly way
of extricating eurselves,” said one, “is to ligh our torches
and go searching through the earth for Luther, till we can
restore him to the nation that will have him.” The ediet
of the emperor seemed to fall powerless. The papal legates
were filled with indignation as they saw that it commanded
far less attention than did the fate of Luther.

The tidings that he was safe, though a prisoner, calmed
the fears of the people, while it still further aroused lheir
enthusiasm in his favor. His writings were read with greater
eagerness than ever before. Inereasing numbers joined the
cause of the heroi¢c man who had, at such fearful odds, de-
fended the Word of God. The Reformation was constantly

1Y
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CHAPTER XI.

PROTEST OF THE PRINCES.

L Oxe of the noblest testimonies ever uttered for the Refor-
mation, was the Protest offered by the Christian princes of
Germany at the Diet of Spires in 1529. The courage, faith,
and firmness of those men of God, gained for succeeding
ages liberty of thought and of conscience. Their Protest
gave to the reformed church the name of Protestant; its
principles are the very essence of Protestantism,

A dark and threatening day had come for the Reforma-
tion. Notwithstanding the edict of Worms, declaring Luther
to be an outlaw, and forbidding the teaching or belief of his
doetrines, religious toleration had thus far prevailed in the
empire. God’s providence had held in check the forces that
opposed the truth. Charles V. was bent on erushing the
Reformation, but often as he raised his hand to strike, he
had been forced to turn aside the blow. Again and again
the immediate destruction of all who dared to oppose them-
selves to Rome appeared inevitable; but at the critical mo-
ment the armies of the Turk appeared on the eastern frontier,
or the king of France, or even the pope himself, jealous of
the increasing greatness of the emperor, made war upon
him; and thus, amid the strife and tumult of nations, the
Reformation had been left to strengthen and extend.

At last, however, the papal sovereigns had stifled their
feuds, that they might make common cause against the
reformers. The Diet of Spires in 1526 had given each State
full liberty in matters of religion until the meeting of a
general eouncil; but no sooner had the dangers passed which
secured this concession, than the emperor summoned a sec-

(197)
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that we, for us and our people, neither consent nor adhere in
any manner whatever to the proposed deecree in anything
that is contrary to God, to his Word, to our right conscience,
or to the salvation of oursouls. . . . We cannot assert
that when Almighty God calls a man to his knowledge, he
dare not embrace that divine knowledge. . . . Thereis
no true doetrine but that which conforms to the Word of God.
The Lord forbids the teaching of any other faith. The
Holy Seriptures, with one text explained by other and
plainer texts, are, in all things necessary for the Christian,
easy to be understood, and adapted to enlighten. We are
therefore resolved by divine grace to maintain the pure
preaching of God’s only Word, as it is contained in the serip-
tures of the Old and New Testaments, without anything
added thereto. This word is the only truth. It is the sure
rule of all doetrine and life, and ean never fail or deceive
ug. He who builds on this foundation shall stand against
all the powers of hell, whilst all the vanities that are set up
againgt it shall fall before the face of God.” * We therefore
reject the yoke that is imposed npon uvs.” “At the same
time we are in expeetation that his imperial majesty will
behave toward us like a Christian prince who loves God
above all things; and we declare ourselves ready to pay
unto him, as well as unto you, gracious lords; all the affee-
tion and obedience that are our just and legitimate duty.”

A deep impression was made upon the Diet. The major-
ity were filled with amazement and alarm at the boldness of
the protesters. The future appeared to them stormy and
uneertain, Dissension, strife, and bloodshed seemed inevit-
able. DBut the reformers, assured of the justice of their
cause, and relying upon the arm of Omnipotenee, were full
of conrage and firmness,

The Protest denied the right of eivil rulers to legislate in
matters between the soul and God, and declared with proph-
ets and apostles, “ We ought to obey God rather than men.”
It rejected also the arbitrary power of the chureh, and set



CHAPTER XII.

THE FRENCH REFORMATION.

Tre Protest of Spires and the Confession at Augsburg,
which marked the triumph of the Reformation in Germany,
were followed by years of conflict and darkness. Weakened
by divisions among its supporters, and assailed by powerfu!
foes, Protestantism seemed destined to be utterly destroyed.
Thousands sealed their testimony with their blood. Civil
war broke out; the Protestant cause was betrayed by one of
its leading adherents; the noblest of the reformed princes
fell into the hands of the emperor, and were dragged as
captives from fown to town. But in the moment of his
apparent triumph, the emperor was smitten with defeat.
He saw the prey wrested from his grasp, and he was forced
at last to grant toleration to the doetrines which it had been
the ambition of his life to destroy. He had staked his king-
dom, his treasures, and life itself, upon the crushing out of
the heresy. Now he saw his armies wasted by battle, his
treasuries drained, his many kingdoms threatened by revolt,
while everywhere the faith which he had vainly endeavored
to suppress, was extending. Charles V. had been battling
against omnipotent power. God had said, “Let there be
light,” but the emperor had sought to keep the darkness
unbroken. His purposes had failed, and in premature old
age, worn out with the long struggle, he abdicated the
throne, and buried himself in a cloister.

In Switzerland, as in Germany, there came dark days for
the Reformation. While many cantons accepted the re-
formed faith, others clung with blind persistence to the
¢reed of Rome. Their persecution of those who desired to
receive the truth, finally gave rise to civil war. Zwingle

(211)



CHAPTER XI1IV.

LATER ENGLISH REFORMERS.

Waine Luther was opening a closed Bible to the peopla
of Germany, Tyndale was impelled by the Spirit of God to
do the same for England. Wycliffe's Bible had been trans-
lated from the Latin text, which contained many errors. It
had never been printed, and the cost of manusecript copies
was so great that few but wealthy men or nobles could pro-
cure it, and, furthermore, being strictly proscribed by the
church, it had had a comparatively narrow circulation. In
1516, a year before the appearance of Luther’s theses, Erasmus
had published hig Greek and Latin version of the New
Testament. Now for the first time the Word of God was
printed in the original tongue. In this work many errors
of former versions were corrected, and the sense was more
clearly rendered. It led many among the educated classes
to a better knowledge of the truth, and gave a new impetus
to the work of reform. But the common people were still,
to a great extent, debarred from God’s Word. Tyndale was
to complete the work of Wyeliffe in giving the Bible to his
countrymen,

A diligent student and an earnest seeker for truth, he had
received the gospel from the Greek Testament of Erasmus.
He fearlessly preached his convictions, urging that all doe-
trines be tested by the Scriptures. To the papist claim that
the church had given the Bible, and the ehurch alone could
explain i, Tyndale responded, “Do you know who taught
the eagles to find their prey? That same God teaches his
hungry children to find their Father in his Word. Far from
having given us the Seriptures, it is you who have hidden

(245)
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of a Moravian preacher, arrived at a clearer understanding
of Bible faith. He was convineed that he must renounce all
dependence upon his own works for salvation, and must
trust wholly to the “Lamb of God that taketh away the sin
of the world” At a meeting of the Moravian society in
London, a statement was read from Luther, describing the
change which the Spirit of God works in the heart of the
believer. As Wesley listened, faith was kindled in his soul,
“I felt my heart strangely warmed,” he says. “I felt I did
trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance
was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine,
and saved me from the law of sin and death.”

Through long years of wearisome and comforiless striving,
—years of rigorous self-denial, of reproach and humiliation,
—Wesley had steadfastly adhered to his one purpose of
secking God, Now he had found him: and he found that
the grace which he had toiled to win by prayers and fasts,
by almsdeeds and self-ubnegation, was a gift, “without
money, and without price.”

Onee established in the faith of Christ, his whole soul

~ burned with the desire to spread everywhere a knowledge of

the glorious gospel of God’s free grace. “I look upon all
the world as my parish,” he said, “in whatever part of it I
am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden duty, to declare
unfo all that are willing to hear, the glad tidings of sal-
vation.” ;
He continued his strict and self-denying life, rot now as
the ground, but the result of faith; not the root, but the Sfruit
of holiness. The grace of God in Christ is the foundation
of the Christian’s hope, and that grace will be manifested
in obedience. Wesley'’s life was devoted to the preaching
of the great truths which he had received —justification
through faith in the atoning blood of Christ, and the
renewing power of the Holy Spirit upon the heart, bringing
forth fruit in a life conformed to the example of Christ.
Whitefield and the Wesleys had been prepared for their
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CHAPTER XV

THE BIBLE AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

I the sixteenth century the Reformation, presenting an
open Bible to the people, had sought admission to all the
countries of Europe. Some nations welcomed it with glad-
ness, as a messenger of Heaven. In other lands, popery
sueceeded, to a great extent, in preventing its entrance; and
the light of Bible knowledge, with its elevating influences,
was almost wholly excluded. In one country, though the
light found entrance, it was not comprehended by the dark-
ness.  For centuries, truth and ervor struggled for the mas-
tery. At last the evil triumphed, and the truth of Heaven
was thrust out, “This is the condemnation, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light.”' The nation was left to reap the results of the course
which she had chosen. The restraint of God’s Spirit was

- removed from a people that had despised the gift of his

grace. Evil was permitted to come to maturity. And all
the world saw the fruit of willful rejection of the light.

The war against the Bible, carried forward for so many
centuries in France, culminated in the scenes of the Revo-
lution. That terrible outbreaking was but the legitimate
result of Rome's suppression of the Seriptures. It presented
the most striking illustration which the world has ever
witnessed, of the working out of the papal policy,—an illus-

tration of the results to which for more than a thousand

years the teaching of the Roman Church had been tending,
The suppression of the Seriptures during the period of
papal supremacy was foretold by the prophets; and the

1John 3:19,
(265)
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four paces dead bodies dotting the eward, and corpses hang-
ing suspended from the trees.” Their country, “laid waste
with the sword, the ax, the fagot, was converted into a vast,
gloomy wilderness,” These atrocities were not committed
during the Dark Ages, but in that brilliant era “when
science was cultivated, and letters flourished: when the
divines of the court and the capital were learned and elogquent
men, who greatly affected the graces of meeckness and
charity.”

But blackest in the black catalogue of erime, most horrible
among the fiendish deeds of all the dreadful centuries, was
the St. Bartholomew Massacre. The world still recalls with
shuddering horror the scenes of that most cowardly and
cruel onslaught. The king of France, urged on by Romish
priests and prelates, lent his sanction to the dreadful work.
The great bell of the palace, tolling at dead of night, was a
signal for the slaughter, Protestants by thousands, sleeping
quietly in their homes, trusting to the plighted honor of
their king, were dragged forth without a warning, and mur-
dered in cold blood.

Satan, in the person of the Roman zealots, led the van.
As Christ was the invisible leader of his people from Egvp-
tian bondage, so was Satan the unseen leader of his subjects
in this horrible work of multiplying martyrs. For seven
days the massacre was continued in Paris, the first three
with inconceivable fury. And it was not confined to the
eity itself, but by special order of the king extended to all
provinees and towns where Protestants were found. Neither
age nor sex was respected. Neither the innocent babe nor
the man of gray hairs was spared. Noble and peasant, old
and young, mother and child, were cut down together.,
Throughout France the butchery continued for two months.
Seventy thousand of the very flower of the nation perished.

“The pope, Gregory X111, received the news of the fate of
the Huguenots with unbounded Joy. The wish of his
heart had been gratified, and Charles IX. was now his favor
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ite son. Rome rang with rejoicings. The guns of the cas-
tle of St. Angelo gave forth a joyous salute; the bells sounded
from every tower; bonfires blazed throughout the night;
and Gregory, attended by his cardinals and priests, led the
magnificent procession to the church of St. Louis, where
the eardinal of Lorraine chanted a Te 'Deum. The ery of the
dying host in France was gentle harmony to the court of
Rome. A medal was struck to commemorate the glorious
massacre; a picture, which still exists in the Vatican, was
painted, representing the chief events of St. Bartholomew.
The pope, eager to show his gratitude to Charles for his duti-
ful conduct, sent him the Golden Rose; and from the pul-
pits of Rome eloquent preachers celebrated Charles, Cath-
erine, and the Guises as the new founders of the papal
church.”

The same master-spirit that nrged on the St. Bartholomew
Massacre led also in the scenes of the Revolution. Jesus
Christ was declared to be an impostor, and the rallying cry
of the French infidels was, “Crush the Wretch,” meaning
Christ. Heaven«daring blasphemy and abominable wicked-
ness went hand in hand, and the basest of men, the most
abandoned monsters of eruelty and vice, were most highly
exalted. In all this, supreme homage  was paid to Satan;
while Christ, in his characteristics of truth, purity, and
unselfish love, was erucihied.

“The beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall
make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill
them.” The atheistical power that ruled in France during
the Revolution and the reign of terror, did wage such a war
upon the Bible as the world had never witnessed. The
Word of God was prohibited by the national assembly.
Bibles were collected and publicly burned with every pos-
gible manifestation of scorn. The law of God was trampled
under foot. The institutions of the Bible were abolished.
The weekly rest-day was set aside, and in its stead every
tenth day was devoted to reveling and blasphemy. DBaptism
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At the opening of the Revolution, by a concession of the
king, the people were granted a representation exceeding
that of the nobles and the clergy combined. Thus the balance
of poweér was in their hands; but they were not preparved to
use it with wisdom and moderation. Eager to redress the
wrongs they had suffered, they determined to undertake the
reconstruction of society. -An outraged populace, whose
minds were filled with bitter and long-treasured memories
of wrong, resolved to revolutionize the state of misery that
had grown unbearable, and to revenge themselves upon
those whom they regarded as the authors of their sufferings.
The oppressed wrought out the lesson they had learned
under tyranny, and became the oppressors of those who had
oppressed them,

Unhappy France reaped in blood the harvest she had sown.
Terrible were the results of her submission to the controlling
power of Rome, Where France, under the influence of Ro-
manism, had set up the first stake at the opening of the
Reformation, there the Revolution set up its first guillotine.
On the very spot where the first martyrs to the Protestant
faith were burned in the sixteenth century, the first victims
were guillotined in the eighteenth. In repelling the gospel,
which would have brought her healing, France had opened
the door to infidelity and ruin.  When the restraints of God's
law were cast aside, it was found that the laws of man were
inadequate to hold in check the powerful tides of human
passion; and the nation swept on to revolt and anarchy.
The war against the Bible inaugurated an era which stands
in the world’s history as “ The Reign of Terror.” Peace and
happiness were banished from the homes and hearts of men.
No one was secure. He who triumphed to-day was sus-
pected, condemned to-morrow. Violence and lust held un-
disputed sway.

King, clergy, and nobles were compelled to submit to the
atrocities of an excited and maddened people. Their thirst
for vengeance was only stimulated by the execution of the
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CHAPTER XVI.

THE PILGRIM FATHERS.

Tue English reformers, while renouncing the doetrines
of Romanisimn, had retained many of itsforms. Thus though
the authority and the creed of Rome were rejected, not a
few of her customs and ceremonies were incorporated into
the worship of the Church of England. It was claimed that
these things were not watters of conscience: that though
they were not commanded in Seripture, and hence were
non-essential, yet not being forbidden, they were not intrin-
sically evil. Their observance tended to narrow the gulf
which separated the reformed churches from Rome, and it
was urged that they would promote the acceptance of the
Protestant faith by Romanists,

To the conservative and compromising, these arguments
seemed conclusive. But there was another class that did
not so judge. The fact that these customs tended to bridge
the chasm between Rome and the Reformation, was in their
view a conclusive argument against retaining them. They
looked upon them as badges of the slavery from which they
had been delivered, and to which they had no disposition to
return. They reasoned that God has in his Word estab-
lished the regulations governing his worship, and that men
are not at liberty to add to these or to detract from them.,
The very beginning of the great apostasy was in seeking to
supplement the authority of God by that of the church.
Rome began by enjoining what God had not forbidden, and
she ended by forbidding what he had explicitly enjoined,

Many earnestly desired to return to the purity and sim-
plicity which characterized the primitive church. They
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churches, who are come to a period in religion, and will go
no farther than the instruments of their reformation. The
Lutherans cannot be drawn to go any farther than what
Luther saw, and the Calvinists, vou see, stick fast where they
were left by that great man of God, who yet saw not all
things. This is a misery much to be lamented; for though
they were burning and shining lights in their time, yet they
penetrated not into the whole counsel of God, but were they
now living, would be as willing to embrace further light as
that which they first received.

“Remember your church covenant, in whichr you have
agreed to walk in all the ways of the Lord, made known
or to be made known unto you. Remember your promise
and covenant with God and with one another, to receive
whatever light and truth shall be made known to you from
his written Word. Bat, withal, take heed, I beseech you,
what you receive as truth. Examine it, consider it, compare
it with other scriptures of truth before you receive it; for
it i1s not possible that the Christian world should come
so lately out of such thick antichristian darkness, and that
perfection of knowledge should break forth at once.”

It was the desire for liberty of conscience that inspired the
Pilgrims to brave the perilg of the long journey across the
sea, to endure the hardships and dangers of the wilderness,
and with God’s blessing to lay, on the shores of America, the
foundation of a mighty nation. Yet honest and God-fearing
as they were, the Pilgrims did not yet comprehend the great
principle of religions toleration. The freedom which they
sacrificed so much to secure for themselves, they were not
equally ready to grant to others. “Very few, even of the
foremost thinkers and moralists of the seventeenth century,
had any just conception of that grand prineiple, the out-
growth of the New Testament, which acknowledges God as
the sole judge of human faith.” The doctrine that God has
committed to the church the right to control the conscience,
and to define and punish heresy, is one of the most deeply



CHAPTER XVI1.

HERALDS OF THE MORNING.

OxE of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths
revealed in the Bible is that of Christ’s second coming,
to complete the great work of redemption. To God's pil-
grim people, so long left to sojourn in “the region and
shadow of death,” a precious, joy-inspiring hope is given
in the promise of His appearing, who is “the resurrection
and the life,” to “bring home again his banished.” The
doctrine of the second advent is the very key-note of the
sacred Scriptures,  From the day when the first pair turned
their sorrowing steps from Eden, the children of faith have
waited the coming of the Promised One to break the destroy-
er's power and bring them again to the lost Paradise. Holy
men of old looked forward to the advent of the Messiah in
glory, as the consummation of their hope. Enoch, onl y the
seventh in descent from them that dwelt in Eden, he who
for three centuries on earth walked with his God, was per-
mitted to behold from afar the coming of the Deliverer.
“ Behold,” he declared, “the Lord coraeth with ten thousands
of his saints, to execute judgment upon all.”* The patriarch
Job in the night of his affliction esxelaimed with unshaken
trust: “1 know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth; . . . in my flesh
shall I see God, whom 1 shall see for myself, and mine eyves
shall behold, and not another.”?

The coming of Christ to usher in the reign of righteous-
ness, has inspired the most sublime and impassioned utter-
ances of the sacred writers. The poets and prophets of (e

LJude 14, 15, *Job 19 :25-97.
(209)
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just the times of the kingdom.” The Waldenses cherished
the same faith, Wyeliffe looked forward to the Redeemer's
appearing as the hope of the chureh.

Luther declared: “I persnade myself verily, thﬂt the day
of Judgment will not be absent full three hundred years.
God will not, cannot, suffer this wicked world much longer,”
“The great day is drawing near in which the kingdom of
abominations shall be overthrown.”

“This aged world is not far from its end,” said Melane-
thon. Calvin bids Christians “not to hesitate, ardently
desiring the day of Christ's coming as of all events most
auspicious;” and declares that “the whole family of the
faithful will keep in view that day.” “ We must hunger
after Christ, we must seek, contemplate,” he says, “till the
dawning of that great day, when our Lord will fully mani-
fest the glory of his kingdom.”

“Has not our Lord Jesus carried up our flesh into
Heaven?" said Knox, the Scotch reformer, “and shall he
not return? We know that he shall return, and that with
expedition.” Ridley and Latimer, who laid down their
lives for the truth, looked in faith for the Lord’s ecoming.
Ridley wrote: “The world without doubt—this I do believe,
and therefore I say it—draws to.an end. Let us with John,
the servant of God, ery in our hearts unto our Saviour
Christ, Come, Lord Jesus, come.”

“The thoughts of the coming of the Lord,” said Baxter,
“are most sweet and joyful to me.” “It is the work of faith
and the character of his saints to love his appearing and to
look for that blessed hope.” “If death be the last enemy to
be destroyed at the resurrection, we may learn how earnestly
believers should long and pray for the second coming of
Christ, when this full and final conquest shall be made.”
“This is the day that all believers should long, and hape,
and wait for, as being the accomplishment of all the work
of their redemption, and all the desires and endeavors of
their souls.” “Hasten, O Lord, this blessed day!” Such was

28
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the hope of the apostolic church, of the “church in the wil-
derness,” and of the reformers, |

Prophecy not only foretells the manner and object of
Christ's coming, but presents tokens by which men are to
know when it is near. Said Jesus: “There shall be signs
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars.” “The sun
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are
in heaven shall be shaken. And then shall they see
the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory,”* The Revelator thus describes the first of the signs
to precede the second adyent: “There was a great earth-
quake; and the sun became black as sackeloth of hair, and
the moon hecome as blood.™

These signs were witnessed before the opening of the pres-
ent century. In fulfillment of this prophecy there occurred,
in the year 1755, the most terrible earthquake that has ever
been recorded. Thengh commonly known as the earth-
quake of Lishon, it extended to the greater part of Europe,
Africa, and America. It was felt in Greenland, in the West
Indies, in the island of Madeira, in Norway and Sweden,
Great DBritain and Ireland. It pervaded an extent of not
less than four million square miles. In Afriea the shock
was almost as severe as in Europe. A great part of Algiers
was destroyed ; and a short distance from Moroceo, a village
containing eight or ten thousand inhabitants was swallowed
up. - A vast wave swept over the coast of Spain and Africa,
engulfing cities, and causing great destruction.

It was in Spain and Portugal that the shock manifested

~its extreme violence. At Cadiz the inflowing wave was said

to be sixty feet high. Mountains—some of the largest in
Portugal—“were impetuously shaken, as it were from the
very foundation; and some of them opened at their sum-
mits, which were split and rent in a wonderful manner,
huge masses of them being thrown down into the subjacent

' Luke 21: 25, 2 Mark 13 : 24-926. ¥ Rev, 6:12,
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vallevs, I'lames are related to have issued from these
mountains,”

At Lisbon “a sound of thunder was heard underground,
and immediately afterward a violent shock threw down the
greater part of that city. In the course of about gix minutes
sixty thousand persons perished. The sea first retired, and
laid the bar dry, it then rolled in, rising fifty feet above its
ordinary level.” “The most extraordinary circumstance
which oceurred at Lisbon during the ecatastrophe, was the
subsidence of the new quay, built entirely of marble, at an
immense expense. A great concourse of people had collected
there for safety, as a spot where they might be beyond the
reach of falling ruins; but suddenly the quay sunk down
with all the people on it, and not one of the dead bodies
ever floated to the surface.”

The shock of the earthquake “was instantly followed by
the fall of every church and convent, almost all the large
and publie buildings, and one-fourth of the houses. In about
two hours afterward, fires broke out in different quarters, and
raged with such violence for the space of nearly three days
that the ecity was completely desolated. The earthquake
happened on a holy day, when the churches and convents
were full of people, very few of whom escaped.” “The terror
of the people was beyond deseription. Nobody wept; it was
beyond tears. They ran hither and thither, delirious with
horror and astonishment, beating their faces and breasts,
erving, ¢ Misericordia! the world’s at an end!”  Mothers forgot
their children, and ran loaded with crucifixed images.
Unfortunately, many ran to the churches for protection; but
in vain was the sacrament exposed; in vain did the poor
creatures embrace the altars; images, priests, and people were
buried in one common ruin,” “ Ninety thousand persons
are supposed to have been lost on that fatal day.”

Tweniy-five vears later appeared the next sign mentioned
in the prophecy,—the darkening of the sun and moon.
What rendered this more striking was the fact that the
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The poet Whittier thus speaks of this memorable day:—

““*Twas on o May-day of the far old year
Seventeen hundred eighty, that there fell
Over the bloom and sweet life of the spring,
Over the fresh earth, and the heaven nil oo,
. A hﬂl‘fﬂr'uf great d&rknm?.‘l" _ .
Tohar b Lo i e e 2
The black sky."

May 19, 1780, stands in history as “The Dark Day.”
Since the time of Moses, no period of darkness of equal
density, extent, and duration has ever been recorded. The
deseription of this event, as given by the poet and the histo-
rian, is but an echo of the words of the Lord, recorded by
the prophet Joel, twenty-five hundred years previous to their
fulfillment: “The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the
moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the
Lord come.”"

Christ had bidden his people watch for the signs of his
advent, and rejoice as they should behold the tokens of their
coming King. “When these things begin to come to pass,”
he said, “then look up, and lift up your heads; for your
redemption draweth nigh.” He pointed his followers to the
budding trees of spring, and said: “When they now shoot
forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is
now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things
come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand.”*

But as the spirit of humility and devotion in the church
had given place to pride and formalism, love for Christ and
faith in his coming had grown cold. Absorbed in worldliness
and pleasure-secking, the professed people of God were
blinded to the Saviour's instructions concerning the signs of
his appearing. The doetrine of the second advent had been
neglected; the seriptures relating to it were obscured by mis-
interpretation, until it was, to a great extent, ignored and
foreotten. IEspecially was this the case in the churches of
America. The freedom and comfort enjoyed by all classes

1Joel 2 :31, 2 Lnke 21 : 98, 30, 3L




CHAPTER XVIII.

AN AMERICAN REFORMER.

A~ upright, honest-hearted farmer, who had been led to
doubt the divine authority of the Seriptures, vet who sin-
cerely desired to know the truth, was the man specially
chosen of God to lead out in the proclamation of Christ's
second goming. Like many other reformers, William Miller
had in early life battled with poverty, and had thus learned
the great lessons of energy and self-denial. The members
of the family from which he sprung were characterized by
an independent, liberty-loving spirit, by capability of endur-
ance, and ardent patriotism; traits which were also promi-
nent in his character. His father was a captain in the army
of the Revolution, and to the sacrifices which he made in
the struggles and sufferings of that stormy period, may be
traced the straitened circumstances of Miller's carly life,

He had a sound physical constitution, and even in ehild-
hood gave evidence of more than ordinary intellectual
strength. As he grew older, this became more marked. His
mind was active and well-developed, and he had a keen
thirst for knowledge, Though he did not enjoy the advan-
tages of a collegiate education, his love of stud y and a habit
of careful thought and close criticism rendered him a man
of sound judgment and comprehensive views. He possessed
an irreproachable moral character and an enviable repu-
tation, being generally esteemed for integrity, thrift, and
benevolence, By dint of energy and application he early
acquired a competence, though his habits of study were still
maintained. He filled various ecivil and military offices
with eredit, and the avenues to wealth and honor scemed
wide open {o him,

1317)
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CHAPTER XX.

A GREAT RELIGIOUS AWAKENING.

A GrEAT religious awakening under the proclamation of
Christ’s soon coming, is foretold in the prophecy of the first
angel’s message of Revelation 14. An angel is seen flying
“in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and fo every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”  “With a loud
voice™ he proclaims the message, “ Foar God, and give glory
to him; for the hour of his J udgment is come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters”*

The fact that an angel is said to be the herald of this warn-
ing, is significant. By the purity, the glory, and the power
of the heavenly messenger, divine wisdom has been pleased
to represent the exalted character of the work to be accom-
plished by the message, and the power and glory that were
toattend it. And the angel’s flight “in the midst of heaven,”
the “loud voice” with which the warning is uttered, and
its promulgation to all “that dwell on the earth,”"—{o
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,"—give
evidence of the rapidity and world-wide extent of the move-
ment. 3

The message itself sheds light as to the time when this
movement is to take place, It is declared to be g part of
the “everlasting gospel;” and it announces the opening of
the Judgment. The message of salvation has been preached
in all ages; but this message is a part of the gospel which
could be proclaimed gnly in the last days, for only then

I'Rﬁ'f- 1* : U’ 11.
| (365)
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_instead of the church’s catechism, a tame and rationalistic

manual, almost destitute of positive faith, he had used the
Bible in giving instruction to the youth. Ie afterward
became teacher in a theological school, while on Sunday
he continued his work as catechist, addressing the children,
and instructing them in the Scriptures. His works on
prophecy also excited much interest. From the professor's
chair, through the press, and in his favorite occupation as
teacher of children, he continued for many years to exert an
extensive influence, and was instrumental in ealling the
attention of many to the study of the prophecies which
showed that the coming of the Lord was near.

In Seandinavia also the Advent message was proclaimed,
and a widespread interest was kindled. Many were roused
from their eareless security, to confess and forsake their sins,
and seek pardon in the name of Christ. But the clergy of
the State church opposed the movement, and through their
influence some who preached the message were thrown into
prison. In many places where the preachers of the Lord’s
goon coming were thus silenced, God was pleased to send the
message, in a miraculous manner, through little children.
As they were under age, the law of the State could not
restrain them,and they were permitted to speak unmolested.

The movement was chiefly among the lower class, and
it was in the humble dwellings of the laborers that the
people assembled to hear the warning., The child-preachers
themselves were mostly poor cottagers. Some of them were
not more than six or eight years of age, and while their
lives testified that they loved the Saviour, and were trying to
live in obedience to God’s holy requirements, they ordinarily
manifested only the intelligence and ability usually seen in
children of that age. When standing before the people,
however, it was evident that they were moved by an influ-
ence beyond their own natural gifts. Tone and manner
ﬁl}@ﬁﬁﬁd,_,_nnd with solemn power they gave the warning of
the Judgment, employing the very words of Scripture,
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CHAPTER XXI.

A WARNING REJECTED.

Iy preaching the doetrine of the second advent, William
Miller and his associates had labored with the sole purpose
of arousing men to a preparation for the Judgment, They
had sought to awaken professors of religion to the true hope
of the church, and to their need of a deeper Christian expe-
rience; and they labored also to awaken the unconverted to
the duty of immediate repentance and conversion to God.
“They made no attempt to convert men to a sect or party
in religion. Hence they labored among all parties and
sects, without interfering with their organization or dis-
cipline.”

“In all my labors,” said Miller, “I never had the desire
or thought to establish any separate interest from that of
existing denominations, or to benefit one at the expense of
another. 1 thought to benefit all. Supposing that all Chris-
tians would rejoice in the prospeet of Christ’s coming, and
that those who could not see as I did would not love any
the less those who should embrace this doetrine, 1 did not
conceive there would ever be any necessity for separate
meetings. My whole object was a desire to convert souls to
God, to notify the world of a coming Judgment, and to
induce my fellow-men to make that preparation of heart
which will enable them to meet their God in peace. The
great majority of those who were converted under my labors
united with the various existing churches.”

As his work tended to build up the churches, it was for a
lime regarded with favor. But as ministers and religious
leaders decided against the Advent doetrine, and desived to

(875)



CHAPTER XXII.

PROPHECIES FULFILLED.

WaEex the time passed at which the Lord’s coming was
first expected,—in the spring of 1844,—those who had
looked in faith for his appearing were for a season involved
in doubt and uncertainty. While the world regarded them
as having been utterly defeated, and proved to have been
cherishing a delusion, their source of consolation was still
the Word of God. Many continued to search the Seriptures,
examining anew the evidences of their faith, and carefully
studying the prophecies to obtain further light. The Bible
testimony in support of their position seemed clear and ¢on-
clusive. Signs which could not be mistaken pointed to the
coming of Christ as near. The special blessing of the Lord,
both in the conversion of sinners and the revival of spiritual
life among Christians, had testified that the message was of
Heaven. And though the believers could not explain their
disappointment, they felt assured that God had led them in
their past experience.

Interwoven with prophecies which they had regarded as
applying to the time of the second advent, was instruction
specially adapted to their state of uncertainty and suspense,
and encouraging ‘them to wait patiently, in the faith that
what was now dark to their understanding would in due
time be made plain.

Among these prophecies was that of Hab. 2:1-4: “I will
stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will
watch to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall
answer when I am reproved. And the Lord answered me,
and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables,

(391)



CHAPTER XXII1.

WHAT IS THE SANCTUARY?

Tue scripture which above all others had been both the
foundation and central pillar of the Advent faith was the
declaration, “ Unto two thousand and three hundred days;
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.”' These had been
familiar words to all believers in the Lord’s soon coming,
By the lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the
watchword of their faith. All felt that upon the events
therein foretold depended their brightest expectations and
most cherished hopes. These prophetie days had been
shown to terminate in the autumn of 1844. In common
with the rest of the Christian world, Adventists then held
that the earth, or some portion of it, was the sanctuary.
They understood that the cleansing of the sanctuary was the
purification of the earth by the fires of the last great day,
and that this would take place at the second advent. Henece
the conclusion that Christ would return to the earth in 1844.

But the appointed time had passed, and the Lord had not,
appeared. The believers knew that God's Word could not
fail; their interpretation of the propheey must be at fault:
but where was the mistake? Many rashly cut the knot of
difficulty by denying that the 2300 days ended in 1844.
No reason could be given for this, except that Christ had
not come at the time they expected him. They argued that
if the prophetic days had ended in 1844, Christ would then
have returned to cleanse the sanctuary by the purification of
the earth by fire; and that since he had not come, the days
could not have ended. -

To. aceept this conclusion was to renounce the former

*Dan. B : 14,
(40)
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CHAPTER XXIV,

IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES.

Tue subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked
the mystery of the disappointment of 1844, It opened to
view a complete system of truth, connected and harmonious,
showing that God's hand had directed the great Advent
movement, and revealing present duty as it brought to light
the position and work of his people. As the disciples of
Jesus, after the terrible night of their anguish and disap-
pointment, were “glad when they saw the Lord,” so did
those now rejoice who had looked in faith for his second
coming. They had expected him to appear in glory to give
roward to his servants. As their hopes were disappointed,
they had lost sight of Jesus, and with Mary at the sepulcher
they eried, “ They have taken away my Lord, and I know not
where they have laid him.” Now in the holy of holies they
again beheld him, their compassionate high priest, soon to
appear as their king and deliverer. Light from the sanctu-
ary illumed the past, the present, and the future. They
knew that God had led them by his unerring providence.
Though like the first disciples they themselves had failed to
understand the message which they bore, yet it had been in
every respect correct. In proclaiming it they had fulfilled
the purpose of God, and their labor had not been in viin
in the Lord. “Begotten again unto a lively hope,” they
rejoiced “with joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

Both the prophecy of Dan. 8:14, “Unto two thousand and
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,”
and the first angel’s message, “ Foar God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his Judgment is come,” pointed io
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CHAPTER XXV.

GOD'S LAW IMMUTABLE.

“Tae temple of God was opened in Heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the ark of his testament.”' The ark
of God’s testament is in the holy of holies, the second apart-
ment of the sanctuary. In the ministration of the earthly
tabernacle, which served “unto the example and shadow of
heavenly things,” this apartment was opened only upon the
great. day of atonement, for the cleansing of the sanctuary.
Therefore the announcement that the temple of God was
opened in Heaven, and the ark of his testament was seen,
points to the opening of the most holy place of the heayenly
sanctuary, in 1844, as Christ entered there to perform the
closing work of the atonement. Those who by faith followed
their great High Priest, as he entered upon his ministry in
the most holy place, beheld the ark of his testament. As
they had studied the subject of the sanctuary, they had
come to understand the Saviour’s change of ministration,
and they saw that he was now officiating before the ark of
God, pleading his blood in behalf of sinners.

The ark in the tabernacle on earth contained the two
tables of stone, upon which were inscribed the precepts of
the law of God. The ark was merely a receptacle for the
tables of the law, and the presence of these divine precepts
gave to it its value and sacredness.  When the temple of God
was opened in Heaven, the ark of his testament was seen.
Within the holy of holies, in the sanctuary in Heaven, the
divine law is sacredly enshrined,—the law that was spoken
by God himself amid the thunders of Sinai, and written
with his own finger on the tables of stone.

¥Rov, 11 .19, e
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the preceding symbols. The great kingdoms that have
ruled the world were presented to the prophet Daniel as
beasts of prey, rising when the “four winds of the heaven
strove upon the great sea.”* In Revelation 17, an angel
explained that waters represent “peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues.”* Winds are a symbol of strife.
The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea, repre-
sent the terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by which
kingdoms have attained to power.

But the beast with lamb-like horns was seen “coming up
out of the earth.” Instead of overthrowing other powers to
establish itself, the nation thus represented must arise in
territory previously unoccupied, and grow up gradually and
peacefully. 1t could not, then, arise among the crowded
and struggling nationalities of the Old World,—that turbu-
lent sea of “peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and
tongues,” It must be sought in the Western Continent.

What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into
power, giving promise of strength and greatness, and attract-
ing the attention of the world? The application of the
symbol admits of no question. One nation, and only one,
meets the specifications of this prophecy; it points unmis-
takably to the United States of America. Again and again
the thought, almost the exact words, of the sacred writer
have been unconsciously emploved by the orator and the
historian in describing the rise and growth of this nation.
The beast was seen “coming up out of the earth;” and,
according to the translators, the word here rendered “com-
ing up” literally signifies to “grow or spring up as a
plant” And, as we have seen, the nation must arise in
territory previously unoccupied. A prominent writer, de-
seribing the rise of the United States, speaks of “the mystery
of her coming forth from vacaney,” and says, “Like a silent
geed wo grew into empire.”* A European journal in 1850

'‘Dan. 7:2, "Rev. 17 : 15.
YTownsend, in * The New World Compared with the Old," p. 462
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saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they
should make an image to the beast, which had the wound
by a sword, and did live."!

The lamb-like horns and dragon voice of the symbol
point to a striking contradiction between the professions and
the practice of the nation thus represented. The “speaking”
of the nation is the action of its legislative and judicial
authorities. By such action it will give the lie to those lib-
eral and peaceful prineciples which it has put forth as the
foundation of its policy, The prediction that it will speak
“as a dragon,” and exercise “all the power of the first beast,”
plainly foretells a development of the spirit of intolerance
and persecution that was manifested by the nations repre-
sented by the dragon and the leopard-like beast. And the
statement that the beast with two horns “causeth the earth
and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast,”
indicates that the authority of this nation is to be exercised
in enforcing some observance which shall be an act of hom-
age to the papacy.

Such action would be directly contrary to the principles
of this government, to the genius of ifs free institutions, to
the direct and solemn avowals of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and to the Constitution. The founders of the
nation wisely sought to guard against the employment of
secular power on the part of the church, with its inevitable
. result—intolerance and persecution. The Constitution pro-
vides that “Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,”
and that “no religious test shall ever be required as a quali-
fication to any office of public trust under the United States.”
Only in flagrant violation of these safeguards to the nation’s
liberty, can any religious observance be enforced by ecivil
authority. But the inconsistency of such action is no greater
than is represented in the symbol. It is the beast with
lamb-like horns—in profession pure, gentle, and harmless—
that speaks as a dragou.

183:11- Is



CHAPTER XXVIL

MODERN REVIVALS.

Wnerever the Word of God has been faithfully preached,
results have followed that attested its divine origin. The
Spirit of God accompanied the message of his servants, and
the word was with power, Sinners felt their consciences
quickened. The “light which lighteth every man that com-
eth into the world,” illumined the seeret chambers of their
souls, and the hidden things of darkness were made mani-
fest.  Deep conviction took hold upon their minds and hearts.
They were convinced of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment to come. They had a sense of the righteousness
of Jehovah, and felt the terror of appearing, in their guilt
and uncleanness, before the Searcher of hearts. In anguish
they eried out, “ Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death?” As the cross of Calvary, with its infinite sacrifice
for the sins of men, was revealed, they saw that nothing but
the merits of Christ could suffice to atone for their trans-
gressions; this alone could reconcile man to God. With
faith and humility they aceepted the Lamb of God, that
taketh away the sin of the world. Through the blood of
Jesus they had “ remission of sins that are past.”

These souls brought forth fruit meet for repentance. They
believed and were baptized, and rose to walk in newness of
life—new creatures in Christ Jesus. Not to fashion them-
selves according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the
Son of God fo follow in his steps, to reflect his character, and
to purify themselves even as he is pure. The things they
onee hated, they now loved; and the things they once loved,
they hated. The proud and self-assertive became meek and
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the effects that in former years followed seasons of religious
awakening. Judged by their fruits, they were known to be
blessed of God in the salvation of men and the uplifting of
humanity.

But many of the revivals of modern times have presented
a marked contrast to those manifestations of divine grace
which in earlier days followed the labors of God’s servants.
It is frue that a widespread inferest is kindled, many profess
conversion, and there are large nccessions fo the churches;
nevertheless the results are not such as to warrant the
belief that there has been a corresponding increase of real
spiritual life. The light which flames up for a time soon
dies out, leaving the darkness more dense than before.

Popular revivals are too often carried by appeals to the
imagination, by execiting the emotions, by gratifying the love
for what is new and startling. Converts thus gained have
little desire to listen to Bible truth, little interest in the testi-
mony of prophets and apostles. Unless a religious service
has something of a sensational character, it has no attractions
for them. A message which appeals to unimpassioned rea-
son, awakens no response. The plain warnings of God’s
Word, relating directly to their eternal interests, are unheeded.

With every truly converted soul the relation to God and
to efernal things will be the great fopic of life. But where,
in the popular churches of to-day, is the spirit of consecra-
tion to God? The converts do not renounce their pride, and
love of the world, They are nomore willing to deny self, to
take up the cross, and follow the meek and lowly Jesus, than
before their conversion. Religion has become the sport of
infidels and skeptics because so many who bear its name
are 1gnorant of its principles, The power of godliness has
well-nigh departed from many of the churches. Pienies,
church theatricals, chureh fairs, fine houses, personal display,
have banished thoughtsof God.. Landsand goods and worldly
occupations engross the mind, and things of eternal interest
receive hardly a passing notice.



CHAPTER XXVIII.

THE INVESTIGATIVE JUDGMENT.

«1 penerp,” says the prophet Daniel, “till thrones were
placed, and One that was ancient of days did sit. His rai-
ment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure
wool: his throne was fiery flames, and the wheels thereof
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and eame forth from
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and
ton thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the
Judgment was set, and the books were opened.”’

Thus was presented to the prophet’s vision the great an d
solemn day when the characters and the lives of men should
pass in review before the Judge of all the earth, and to every
man should be rendered “according to his works” The
Ancient of days is God the Father. Says the psalmist,
“ Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting
to everlasting, thou art God.”* It is he, the source of all
being, and the fountain of all law, that is to preside in the
Judgment. And holy angels, as ministers and witnesses, in
number  ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands
of thousands,” attend this great tribunal.

“ And, behold, one like the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they
brought him near before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations,
and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away.”* The coming
of Christ here deseribed is not his second coming to the

i Dun. 719, 10, Revised Version. *Ps.90:2. 23 Dan. 7: 1, 14
(470



THE INVESTICGATIVE JUDGMENT. 483

As the books of record are opened in the Judgment, the
lives of all who have believed on Jesus come in review
before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the
earth, our Advocate presents the cases of each successive
generation, and closes with the living. Every name is
mentioned, every case closely investigated.. Names are ac-
copted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining
upon the books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven,
their names will be blotted out of the book of life, and the
record of their good deeds will be erased from the book of
God’s remembrance. The Lord declared to Moses, *“ Who-
soever hath sinned against me, him will 1 blot out of my
book.”' And saysthe prophet Ezekiel, “ When the righteous
turneth away from his righteousness, and committeth in-
iquity, . . . all his righteousness that he hath done
shall not be mentioned.”*

All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed
the blood of Christ as their atoning saerifice, have had pardon
entered against their names in the books of Heaven; as they
have become partakers of the righteousness of Christ, and
their characters are found to be in harmony with the law
of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves
will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord declares,
by the prophet Isaiah, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember
thy sing”* Said Jesus, “Ie thalt overcometh, the same
shall be elothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out
his name ont of the book of life, but I will confess his name
before my Father, and before his angels.”  “ Whosoever there-
fore shall confess me before men, him will 1 confess also
before my Father which is in Heaven. But whosoever
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my
Father which is in Heaven,”*

The deepest interest manifested among men in the de-

1. 32: 33 © T Fge. 18 : M. " Tns. 43 1 25,
g5 ‘Rev. 3:5; Matt. 1032, a3,




CHAPTER XXIX.

THE ORIGIN OF EVIL.

To many minds, the origin of sin and the reason for its
existence are a source of great perplexity., They see the
work of evil, with its terrible results of woe and desolation,
and they question how all this can exist under the sov-
ereignty of One who 1s infinite in wisdom, in power, and
in love. Here is a mystery, of which they find no expla-
nation. And in their uncertainty and doubt, they are
blinded to truths plainly revealed in God’s Word, and es-
sential to salvation. There are those who, in their inquiries
concerning the existence of sin, endeavor to search into that
which God has never revealed; hence they find no solution
of their difficulties; and such as are actuated by a disposition
to doubt and eavil, seize upon this as an excuse for rejecting
the words of Holy Writ. Others, however, fail of a satis-
factory understanding of the great problem of evil, from the
faet that tradifion and misinterpretation have obscured the
teaching of the Bible concerning the character of God, the
nature of his government, and the principles of his dealing
with sin.

It 18 impossible to so explain the origin of sin as to give
a reason for iis existence. Yet enough may be understood
concerning both the origin and the final disposition of sin,
to fully make manifest the justice and benevolence of God
in all his dealings with evil. Nothing is more plainly
taught in Seripture than that God was in nowise responsible
for the entrance of sin; that there was no arbitrary with-
drawal of divine grace, no deficiency in the divine govern-
ment, that gave occasion for the uprising of rebellion. Sin
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494 THE GREAT CONTROVERSY.

“Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have
set thee so; thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou
hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.
Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee.”*

Luecifer might have remained in favor with God, beloved
and honored by all the angelic hosf, exercising his noble
powers to bless others and to glorify his Maker. But, says
the prophet, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty,
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy bright-
ness.”'  Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge a desire for
self-exaltation. “Thou hast set thine heart as the heart of
God.” “Thou hast said: . . . I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God; I will sit also upon the mount of
the congregation.” “I will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the Most High.”* Instead of secking
to make God supreme in the affections and allegiance of his
creatures, it was Lucifer's endeavor fo win their service and
homage to himself. And, coveting the honor which the
infinite Father had bestowed upon his Son, this prince of
angels aspired to power which it was the prerogative of
Christ alone to wield. '

All Heaven had rejoiced to reflect the Creator’s glory and
to show forth his praise. And while God was thus honored,
all had been peace and gladness. But a note of discord now
marred the celestial harmonies. The gervice and exaltation
of self, contrary to the Creator’s plan, awakened forebodings
of evil in minds to whom God’s glory was supreme. The
heavenly councils pleaded with Lucifer. The Son of God
presented before him the greatness, the goodness, and the
justice of the Creator, and the sacred, unchanging nature
of hislaw. God himself had established the order of Heaven;
and in departing from it, Lucifer would dishonor his Maker,
and bring ruin upon himself. But the warning, given in
infinite love and merey, only aroused a spirit of resistance.

‘Kze, 28 :12-15,17. *Eze. 28:0; Isa. 14:13, 14
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inhabitants of Heaven. While instilling discontent into the
minds of the angels under him, he had artfully made it
appear that he was secking to remove dissatisfaction. When
he urged that changes be made in the order and laws of
God’s government, it was under the pretense that, these were
necessary in order to preserve harmony in Heaven.

In his dealing with sin, God could employ only righteous-
ness and truth. Satan could use what God could not—
flattery and deceit. He had sought to falsify the word of
God, and had misrepresented his plan of government before
the angels, claiming that God was not just in laying laws
and rules upon the inhabitants of Ileaven; that in requiring
submission and obedience from his ereatures, he was seeking
merely the exaltation of himself. Therefore it must be dem-
onstrated before the inhabitants of Heaven as well as of all
the worlds, that God’s government was just, his law perfect.
Satan had made it appear that he himself was seeking to
promote the good of the universe. The true character of
the usurper, and his real object, must be understood by all.
He must have time to manifest himself by his wicked works.

The discord which Lis own course had caused in Heaven,
Satan charged upon thie law and government of God. All
evil he declared to be the result of the divine administration.
He claimed that it was his own object to improve upon the
statutes of Jehovah. Therefore it was necessary that he
should demonstrate the nature of his claims, and show the
working out of his proposed changes mn the divine law. His
own work must condemn him. Satan had elaimed from
the first that he was not in rebellion. The whole universe
must gee the deceiver unmasked.,

Even when it was decided that he could no longer remain
in Heaven, infinite wisdom did not destroy Satan. Since
the service of love ean alone be aceeptable to God, the alle-
giance of his ereatures must rest upon a conviction of his
justice and benevolence. The inhabitants of Heaven and
of other worlds, being unprepared to comprehend the nature
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or consequences of sin, eould not then have seen the justice
and mercy of God in the destruction of Satan, ITad he been
immediately blotted from existence, they would have served
God from fear, rather than from love. The influence of the
deceiver would not have been fully destroyed, nor would the
gpirit of rebellion have been utterly eradicated. FEvil must
be permitted to come to maturity. For the good of the
entire universe through ceaseless ages, Satan must more
fully develop his principles, that his charges against the
divine government might be seen in their true light by all
created beings, that the justice and merey of God and the
immutability of his law might forever be placed beyond all
question.

Satan’s rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe through
all coming ages, a perpetual testimony to the nature and
terrible results of sin.  The working out of Satan's rule,
its effects upon both men and angels, would show what must
be the fruit of setting aside the divine authority. It would
testify that with the existence of God’s government and his
law is bound up the well-being of all the creatures he has
made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of re-
bellion was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy intelli-
gences, to prevent them from being deceived as to the nature
of transgression, to save them from committing sin, and saf-
fering its punishment.

To the very close of the controversy in Heaven, the great

usurper continued to justify himself. When it was an-

nounced that with all his sympathizers he must be expelled
from the abodes of bliss, then the rebel leader boldly avowed
his contempt for the Creator'’s law. IHe reiterated his claim
that angels needed no control, but should be left to follow
their own will, which would ever guide them right. He
denounced the divine statutes as a restriction of their liberty,
and declared that it was his purpose to secure the abolition
of law; that, freed from this restraint, the hosts of Heaven
might enter upon a more exalled, more glorions state of
existence,

J0



CHAPTER XXXI.

AGENCY OF EVIL SPIRITS.

Tre connection of the visible with the invisible world, the
ministration of angels of God, and the ageney of evil spirits,
are plainly revealed in the Seriptures, and inseparably in-
terwoven with human history. There is a growing tend-
ency to disbelief in the existence of evil spirits, while the
holy angels that “minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation,”" are regarded by many as the spirits of the dead.
But the Seriptures not only teach the existénce of angels,
both good and evil, but present unquestionable proof that
these are not the disembodied spirits of dead men,

Before the creation of man, angels were in existence; for
when the foundations of the earth were laid, “the morning
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy."*
After the fall of man, angels were sent to guard the tree of
life, and this before a human being had died. Angels are
in nature superior to men, For the psalmist says that man
was made “a little lower than the angels.”*

We are informed in Scripture as to the number, and the
power and glory, of the heavenly beings, of their connection
with the government of God, and also of their relation to
the work of redemption. “The Lord hath prepared his
throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.”
And, says the prophet, “1 heard the voice of many angels
round about the throne.” In the presence-chamber of the
King of kings they wait—"angels that excel in strength,”
“ministers of his, that do his pleasure,” “hearkening unto
the voice of his word.”* Ten thousand times ten thousand

' Heb, 1:14, *Job 38:7, *Ps, 5:5 +Pa 103:i9-21; Rev, H:11L.
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CHAPTER XXXI1.

SNARES OF SATAN.

TuE great controversy between Christ and Satan, that has
been carried forward for nearly six thousand years, is soon
to close; and the wicked one redoubles his efforts to defeat
the work of Christ in man’s behalf, and to fasten souls in
his snares. To hold the people in darkness and impenitence
till the Saviour’s mediation is ended, and there is no longer
a sacrifice for sin, is the object which he seeks to aceom plish.

When there is no special effort made to resist his power,
when indifference prevails in the church and the world,
Sutan is not concerned; for he is in no danger of losing those
whom he is leading captive at his will. But when the atten-
tion is called to eternal things, and souls are inquiring,
“What must I do to be saved?” heison the ground, seeking
to match his power against the power of Christ, and fo
counteract the influence of the Holy Spirit.

The Scriptures declare that upon one occasion, when the
angels of God came to present themselves before the Lord,
Satan came also among them,’ not to bow before the Eternal
King, but to further his own malicious designs against the
righteous. With the same object he is in attendance when
men assemble for the worship of God. T hough hidden
from sight, he is working with all diligence to control the
minds of the worshipers, Like a skillful general, he lays
his plans beforehand, As he sees the messenger of God
searching the Seriptures, he takes note of the subject to be
presented to the people. Then he employs all his cunning
and shrewdness to so control circumstances that the message

YJob 1 : 6.
(B18)



CHAPTER XXX1YV,

SPIRITUALISM.

Tre ministration of holy angels, as presented in the
Seriptures, 1s a truth most comforting and precious to every
follower of Christ. But the Bible teaching upon this point
has been obscured and perverted by the errors of popular
theology. The doetrine of natural immortality, first bor-
rowed from the pagan philosophy, and in the darkness of
the great apostasy incorporated into the Christian faith,
has supplanted the truth, so plainly taught in Seriptare,
that “ the dead know not anything.” Multitudes have come
to believe that it is the spirits of the dead who are the
“ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation.” And this notwithstanding the
testimony of Scripture to the existence of heavenly angels,
and their connection with the history of man, before the
death of a human being.

The doctrine of man’s consciousness in. death, especially
the belief that the spirits of the dead return to minister to

_ the living, has prepared the way for modern Spiritualism.

If the dead are admitted to the presence of God and holy
angels, and privileged with knowledge far exceeding what
they before possessed, why should they not return to the
carth to enlighten and instruct the living? If, as taught
by popular theologians, the spirits of the dead are hovering
about their friends on earth, why should they not be per-
mitted to communicate with them, to warn them against
evil, or to comfort them in sorrow? How can those who
believe in man's conseiousness in death reject what comes
to them as divine light communicated by glorified spirits?
(B51)
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Many endeavor to account for spiritual manifestations by
attributing them wholly to fraud and sleight of hand on
the part of the medium. But while it is true that the re-
sults of trickery have often been palmed off as genuine
manifestations, there have been, also, marked exhibitions
of supernatural power. The mysterious rapping with which
modern Spiritualism began was not the result of human
trickery or cunning, but was the direet work of evil angels,
who thus introduced one of the most successful of sonl-
destroying delusions. Many will be ensnared through the
belief that Spiritualism is a merely human imposture;
when brought face to face with manifestations which they
cannot but regard as supernatural, they will be deceived,
and will be led to accept them as the great power of God.

These persons overlook the testimony of the Scriptures
concerning the wonders wrought by Satan and his agents.
It was by Satanic aid that Pharaoh’s magicians were en-
abled to counterfeit the work of God. Paul festifies that
before the second advent of Christ there will be similar
manifestations of Satanic power. The coming of the Lord
is to be preceded by “the working of Satan with all power
and signs and lyving wonders, and with all deeceivableness
of unrighteousness.”' And the apostle John, deseribing
the miracle-working power that will be manifested in the
last days, declares: “He doeth great wonders, so that he
maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth
by the means of those miracles which he had power to do.”*
No mere impostures are here foretold. Men are deceived
by the miracles which Satan's agents have power to do, not
which they pretend to do.

The prince of darkness, who has so long bent the powers
of his master-mind to the work of deception, skillfully adants
his temptations to men of all classes and conditions. To per
sons of culture and refinement he presents Spiritualism in

'2 Thess. 2:9, 10. s Rav, 13:13, 14



CHAPTER XXXV.

CHARACTER AND AIMS OF THE PAPACY.

Romaxism is now regarded by PProtestants with far greater
favor than in former years. In those countries where Cathol-
icism is not in the ascendency, and the papists are taking a
conciliatory course in order to gain influence, there is an in-
creasing indifference concerning the doctrines that separate
the reformed churches from the papal hierarchy; the opin-
ion is gaining ground, that, after all, we do not differ so
widely upon vital points as has been supposed, and that a
little coneession on our part will bring us into a befter un-
derstanding with Rome. The time was when Protestants
placed a high value upon the liberty of conscience which
has been so dearly purchased. They taught their children
to abhor popery, and held that to seek harmony with Rome
would be disloyalty to God. But how widely different are
the sentiments now expressed.

The defenders of popery declare that the church has been
maligned; and the Protestant world are inelined to aceept
the statement. Many urge that it is unjust to judge the
¢hurch of to-day by the abominations and absurdities that
marked her reign during the centuries of ignorance and
darkness. They excuse her horrible eruelty as the result of
the barbarism of the times, and plead that the influence of
modern civilization has changed her sentiments,

Have these persons forgotten the claim of infallibility put
forth for eight hundred years by this haughty power? So
far from being relinquished, this claim has been affirmed in
the nineteenth century with greater positiveness than ever

before. As Rome asserts that she “never erred, and never
(563,
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Heid THE GREAT CONTROVERSY.

ean err,” how can she renounce the principles which gov-
erned her course in past ages?

The papal ehurch will never relinquish her elaim to infal-
libility. All that she has done in her persecution of those
who reject her dogmas, she holds to be right; and would she
not repeat the same acts, should the opportunity be pre-
sented ?  Let the restraints now imposed by secular govern-
ments be removed, and Rome be re-instated in her former
power, and there would speedily be a revival of her tyranny
and persecution.

A recent writer' speaks thus of the attitude of the papal
hierarchy as regards freedom of conscience, and of the perils
which especially threaten the United States from the success
of her policy:—

“There are many who are disposed to attribute any fear
of Roman Catholicism in the United States to bigotry or
¢hildishness. Such see nothing in the character and atti-
tude of Romanism that is hostile to our free Institutions, or
find nothing portentous in its growth. Let us, then, first
compare some of the fundamental principles of our govern-
ment with those of the Catholie Chureh.

“ The Constitution of the United States guarantees liberty
of conscience. Nothing is dearer or more fundamental. Pope
Pius IX,, in his Encyeclical Letter of August 15, 1854, said:
‘The absurd and erroneous doetrines or ravings in defense of
liberty of conscience, are a most pestilential error—a pest, of
all others, most to be dreaded in a State” The same pope, in
his Encyclical Letter of December 8, 1864, anathematized
‘those who assert the liberty of conscience and of religious
worship,’ also ‘ all such as maintain that the church may not
employ foree.

“The pacific tone of Rome in the United States does not
imply a change of heart. She is tolerant where she is help-
less. Says Bishop O'Connor: ‘ Religious liberty is merely en-
dured until the opposite can be carried into effect without

1 Josial Strong, D. D., in * Our Country,” pp. 46-48.
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AIMS OF THE FPAPACY. 568"

peril to the Catholic world.”” *“The archbishop of St. Louis
once said: ¢ Heresy and unbelief are crimes; and in Christian
countries, as in Italy and Spain, for instance, where all the
people are Catholies, and where the Catholie religion is an
essential part of the law of the land, they are punished as
other erimes.”” _

“ Every ecardinal, archbishop, and bishop in the Catholic
Church takes an oath of allegiance to the pope, in which
occur the following words: ‘ Heretics, schismaties, and rebels
to our said lord the pope, or his aforesaid successors, I will
to my utmost persecute and oppose.’”

It is true that there are real Christians in the Roman
Clatholic communion. Thousands in that church are serving
God according to the best light they have. They are not
allowed access to his Word, and therefore they do not dis-
cern the truth. They have never seen the contrast between
a living heart-service and a round of mere forms and cere-
monies, God looks with pitying tenderness upon these
souls, educated as they are in a faith that is delusive and
unsatisfying. He will eause rays of light to penetrate the
dense darkness that surrounds them. He will reveal to them
the trith, as it is in Jesus, and many will yet take their
position with his people.

But Romanism as a system is no more in harmony with
the gospel of Christ now than at any former period in her
history, The Protestant churches are in great darkness, or
they would discern the signs of the times. The Roman
C‘hurch is far-reaching in her plans and modes of operation.
She is employing every device to extend her influence and
increase her power in preparation for a fierce and deter-
mined conflict o regain control of the world, to re-establish
persecution, and to undo all that Protestantism has done.
Catholicism is gaining ground upon every side” See the
increasing number of her ehurches and chapels in Protest-
ant countries. Look at the popularity of her colleges and

*See Appendix. Note 10,
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seminaries in America, so widely patronized by Protestants
Look at the growth of ritualism in England, and the fre-
quent defections to the ranks of the Catholics. These things
should awaken the anxiety of all who prize the pure prin-
ciples of the gospel. _

Protestants have tampered with and patronized popery;
they have made compromises and concessions which papists
themselves are surprised to see, and fail to understand. Men
are closing their eyes to the real character of Romanism, and
the dangers to be apprehended from her supremacy. The
people need to be aroused to resist the advances of this most
dangerous foe to civil and religious liberty.

Many Protestants suppose that the Catholic religion is un-
attractive, and that its worship is a dull, meaningless round of
ceremony. Here they mistake. While Romanism is based
upon deception, it is not a coarse and clumsy imposture. The
religious service of the Romish Church is a most impressive
ceremonial.  Its gorgeous display and solemn rites fascinate
the senses of the people, and silence the voice of reason and
of conscience. The eye is charmed. Magnificent churches,
imposing processions, golden altars, jeweled shrines, choice
paintings, and exquisite sculpture appeal to the love of
beauty. The ear also is captivated. The music is unsur-
passed. The rich notes of the deep-toned organ, blending
with the melody of many voices as it swells through the
lofty domes and pillared aisles of her grand cathedrals, can-
not fail to impress the mind with awe and reverence.

This outward splendor, pomp, and ceremony, that only
mocks the longings of the sin-sick soul, is an evidence of
inward corruption. The religion of Christ needs not such
attractions to recommend it. In the light shining from the
cross, true Christianity appears so pure and lovely that no
external decorations can enhance its true worth, Tt is the
beauty of holiness, a meek and quiet spirit, which is of valuc
with God.

, Brilliancy of style is not necessarily an index of pure. ele-
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seeing that the Protestant churches are paying her homage
in their acceptance of the false Sabbath, and that they are
preparing to enforce it by the very means which she herself
employed in by-gone days. Those who reject the light of
truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled infallible power
to exalt an institution that originated with her. How readily
she will come to the help of Protestants in this work, it is
not difficult to conjecture, Who understands better than
the papal leaders how to deal with those who are disobedient
to the church?

The Roman Church, with all its ramilications throughout
the world, forms one vast organization, under the control,
and designed to serve the interests, of the papal see. Its
millions of communicants, in every country on the globe,
are instructed to hold themselves as bound in allegiance to
the pope. Whatever their nationality or their government,
they are to regard the authority of the church as above all
other. Though they may take the oath pledging their loy-
alty to the State, yet back of this lies the vow of obedience
to Rome, absolving them from every pledge inimieal to her
interests,

Protestants little know what they are doing when they
propose to accept the aid of Rome in the work of Sunday
exaltation. While they are bent upon the accomplishment
of their purpose, Rome is aiming to re-establish her power,
to recover her lost supremacy. Let history testify of her
artful and persistent efforts to insinuate herself into the affairs
of nations; and havi ing gmm-d a foothold, to further her
own aims, even ab the ruin of princesand people. Romanism
openly puts forth the claim that the pope “can pronounce
sentences and judgments in contradiction to the right of
nations, to the law of God and man.”"

And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome that she
never changes. he principles of Gregory VII and Inno-
cent I1L are still the principles of the Remish Church. And

1 The ** Decretalia. *



CHAPTER XXXVI.

THE IMPENDING CONFLICT—ITS CAUSES.

Frox the very beginning of the great controversy “n
[Heaven, it has been Satan’s purpose to overthrow the law
of God. It was to accomplish this that he entered upon lis
rebellion against the Creator; and though he was cast out
of Heaven, he has continued the same warfare upon the
earth. To deceive men, and thus lead them to transgress
God’s law, is the object which he has steadfastly pursued.
Whether this be accomplished by casting aside the law
altogether, or by rejecting one of its precepts, the result will
be ultimately the same. He that offends “in one point,”
manifests contempt for the whole law; his influence and
example are on the side of transgression; he becomes * guilty
of all.”!

In seeking to cast contempt upon the divine statutes,
Satan has perverted the doctrines of the Bible, and errors
have thus become incorporated into the faith of thousands
who profess to believe the Scriptures. The last great con-
flict between truth and error is but the final struggle of the
long-standing controversy concerning the law of God. Upon
this battle we are now entering,—a battle between the laws
of men and the precepts of Jehovah, between the religion
of the Bible and the religion of fable and tradition.

The agencies which will unite against truth and right-
eousness in this contest are now actively at work. God’s
holy Word, which has been handed down to us at such a
cost of suffering and blood, is but little valued. The Bible
is within the reach of all, but there are few who really
accept it as the guide of life. Infidelity prevails to an

‘James 2 . 10

(582)
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bility. The leaders of the Sunday movement may advocate
reforms which the people need, principles which are in har-
mony with the Bible, yet while there is with these a re-
quirement which is contrary to God's law, his servants can-
not unite with them. Nothing can justify them in setting
aside the commandments of God for the precepts of men.

Through the fwo great errors, the immortality of the soul,
and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under
his deceptions. While the former lays the foundation of
Spiritualism, the latter creates a bond of sympathy with
Rome. The Protestants of the United States will be fore-
most in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the
hand of Spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to
¢lasp hands with the Roman power; ‘and under the in-
fluence of this threefold union, 'his country will follow in
the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of conscience.

As Spiritualism more closely imitates the nominal Chris-
tianity of the day, it has greater power to deceive and en-
snare. Satan himself is converted, after ihe modern order
of things. He will appear in the character of an angel of
light. Through the agency of Spiritvalism, miracles will
be wrought, the sick will be healed, and many undeniable
wonders will be performed. And as the spirits will profess
faith in the Bible, and manifest respect for the institutions
of the chureh, their work will be accepted as a manifestation
of divine power.

The line of distinction between professed Chrisiians and
the ungodly is now hardly distinguishable. Church-mem-
bers love what the world loves, and are ready to join with
them; and Satan determines to unite them in one body, and
thus strengthen his eause by sweeping all into the ranks
of Spiritualism. Papists, who boast of miracles as a certain
sign of the true church, will be readily deceived by this
wonder-working power; and Protestants, having cast away
~the shield of truth, will also be deluded. Papists, Protest-
ants, and worldlings will alike aceept the form of godlinese
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CHAPTER XXXVII.

- —— e

THE SCRIPTURES A SAFEGUARD.

“To 1uE law and to the testimony. If they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light in
them.”"  The people of Giod are directed to the Seriptures as
their safeguard against tLa iafluence of false teachers and
the delusive power of spirits of darkness. Satan employs
every possible device to prevent men from obtaining a
knowledge of the Bible; for its plain utterances reveal his
deceptions. At every revival of God's work, the prince of
evil is aroused to more intense activity; he is now putting
forth his utmost efforts for a final struggle against Christ ani
his feliowers. The last great delusion is goon to open before
us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our
signt.  So closely will the counterfeit resemble the true, that
it will be impossible to distinguish between them except by
the Holy Scriptures, By their testimony every statement
and every miracle must be tested.

Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of
God will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in
God. In order to endure the trial before themn, they must
understand the will of God as revealed in his Word; they
can honor him only as they have a right conception of his
character, government, and purposes, and act in accordance
with them. None but those who have fortified the mind
with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great
conflict. To every soul will come the searching test, Shall I
obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now
at hand.  Are our feet planted on the rock of God’s imumu-

L lsa. 8:90.
(593)



Ho8 " THE GREAT CONTROVERSY.

- e

he may be ever so sincere, but will in all probability find
himself on the wrong road.

God has given us his Word that we may become ae-
quainted with its teachings, and know for ourselves what
he requires of us. When the lawyer came to Jesus with
the inquiry, “ What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” the
Saviour referred him to the Seriptures, saying, “What is
written in the law? how readest thou?” Ignorance will not
excuse yvoung or old, or release them from the punishment
due for the transgression of God’s law, because there is in
their hands a faithful presentation of that law and of its
principles and its claims. It is not enough to have good
intentions; it is not enough to do what a man thinks is right,
or what the minister tells him is right. His soul’s salvation
is at stake, and he should search the Seriptures for himself,
However strong may be his convietions, however confident
he may be that the minister knows what is truth, this is not
his foundation. He has a chart pointing out every way-
mark on the heavenward journey, and he ought not to
guess bt anything. .

It is the first and highest duty of every rationul being to
learn from the Seriptures what is truth, and then to walk
in the light, and encourage others to follow his example.
We should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing
every thought, and comparing scripture with scripture.
With divine help, we are to form our opinions for our-
selves, as we are to answer for ourselves before God.

The truths most plainly revealed in the Bible have been
involved in doubt and darkness by learned men, who, with
a pretense of great wisdom, teach that the Secriptures have
a mystical, a secret, spiritual meaning not apparent in the
language employed. These men arve false teachers. It was
{o such a class that Jesus declared, “ Ye know not the Seript-
ures, neither the power of God."' The language of the
Bible should be explained aecording to its obvious meaning,

1 Mark 12:24.




CHAPTER XAAVILI,

THE FINAL WARNING.

“I saw another angel come down from Heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.
And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation
of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of
every unclean and hateful bird.” “And I heard another
voice from Heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not
of her plagues.”*

This seripture points forward to a time when the an-
nouncement of the fall of Babylon, as made by the second
angel * of Revelation 14, is to be repeated, with the addi-
tional mention of the corruptions which have been entering
the various organizations that constitute Babylon, since that
message was first given, in the summer of 1844, A terrible
condition of the religious world iz here described. With
every rejection of truth, the minds of the people will become
darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched
in an infidel hardihood. In defiance of the warnings which
God has given, they will continue to trample upon one of
the precepts of the decalogue, until they are led to persecute
those who hold it sacred. Christ is set at naught in the
contempt placed upon his Word and his people. As the
teachings of Spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the
restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the
profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the
basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens

1Rev. 18:1, 2. 4 *Rev. 14:8.
(603



CHAPTER XXXIX.

“THE TIME OF TROUBLE."

“Ar that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people; and there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation even to that same time; and at that time thy people
shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in
the book.”"

When the third angel’s message closes, merey no longer
pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of
God have accomplished their work. They have received
“the latter rain,” “the refreshing from the presence of the
Lord,” and they are prepared for the trying hour before them.
Angels are hastening to and fro in Heaven. An angel re-
turning from the earth announces that his work is done; the
final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have
proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received
“the seal of the living God.”* Then Jesus ceases his interces-
sion in the sanctuary above. He lifts his hands, and with a
loud voice says, “ It is done;” and all the angelic host lay off
their crowns as he makes the solemn announcement: “ He
that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy,
let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”®
Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has
made the atonement for his people, and blotted out their
sins. The number of his subjects is made up; “ the king-
dom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under
the whole heaven,” is about to be given to the heirs of sal-

'Dan, 12:1, * See Appendix, Note 18, "Rev. 22:11.
613)



CHAPTER X1,

GOD'S PEOPLE DELIVERED.

WaeN the protection of human laws shall be withdrawn
from those who honor the law of God, there will be, in dif-
ferent lands, a simultaneous movement for their destruction.
As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people
will conspire to root out the hated sect. It will be deter-
mined to strike in one night a decisive blow, which shall
utterly silence the voice of dissent and reproof,

The people of God—some in prison cells, some hidden in
solitary retreats in the forests and the mountains—still plead
for divine protection, while in every quarter companies of
armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are preparing
for the work of death. It is now, in the hour of utmost
extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose for the de-
liverance of his ehosen. Saith the Lord: “Ye shall have
a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and
gladness of heart, as when one goeth . . . to come
into the mountain of Jehovah, to the Mighty One of Israel.
And the Lord shall eause his glorious voice to be heard, and
shall show the lighting down of his arm, with the indig-
nation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring flire,
with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones.”"

With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs
of evil men are about to rush upon their prey, when lo, a
dense blackness, deeper than the darkness of the night, falls
upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the glory
from the throne of God, spans the heavens, and seems to
encircle each praying company. The angry multitudes are

T isa. S0+ 29, 30,
a6







— e

GOD’'S PEOPLE DELIVERED. 645

all arise with the freshness and vigor of eternal youth. In
the beginning, man was created in the likeness of God, not
only in character, but in form and feature. Sin defaced and
almost obliterated the divine image ; but Christ came to
restore that which had been lost. He will ehange our vile
bodies, and fashion them like unto his glorious body. The
mortal, corruptible form, devoid of comeliness, once polluted
with sin, becomes perfect, beaufiful, and immortal. All
blemishes and deformities are left in the grave. Restored
to the tree of life in the long-lost Eden, the redeemed will
“grow up”' to the full stature of the race in its primeval
glory. The last lingering traces of the curse of sin will be
removed, and Christ’s faithful ones will appear “in the
beauty of the Lord our God;” in mind and soul and body
reflecting the perfect image of their Lord. Oh, wonderful
redemption! long talked of, long hoped for, contemplated
with eager anticipation, but never fully understood.

The living righteous are changed “in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye.” At the voice of God they were glo-
rified; now they are made immortal, and with the risen
saints are caught up to meet their Lord in the air. Angels
“gather together the elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other.” Liftle children are borne by
holy angels to their mothers’ arms. Friends long separated
by death are united, nevermore to part, and with songs of
gladness ascend together to the city of God. '

On each side of the cloudy chariot are wings, and beneath
it are living wheels; and as the chariot rolls upward, the
wheels ery, “Holy,” and the wings, as they move, cry,
“Holy,” and the retinue of angels cry, “Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty.” And the redeemed shout “ Alleluia!”
as the chariot moves onward toward the New Jerusalem.

Before entering the city of God, the Saviour bestows upon
his followers the emblems of victory, and invests them with
the insignia of their royal state. The glittering ranks are

46 ‘Mal. 4 -2




CHAPTER XL1I.

THE CONTROVERSY ENDED.

Ar the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns
to the earth. IHe is accompanied by the host of the re-
deemed, and attended by a retinue of angels. As he de-
scends in terrific majesty, he bids the wicked dead arise to
receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, num-
berless as the sands of the sea. What a contrast to those
who were raised at the first resurrection! The righteous
were clothed with immortal youth and beauty. The wicked
bear the traces of disease and death.

Every eye in that vast multitude is turned to behold the
glory of the Son of God. With one voice the wicked hosts
exclaim, “ Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord!” Tt is not love to Jesus that inspires this utterance.
The force of truth urges the words from unwilling lips. As
the wicked went into their graves, so they come forth, with
the same enmity to Christ, and the same spirit of rebellion.
They are to have no new probation, in which to remedy the
defects of their past lives. Nothing would be gained by this.
A life-time of transgression has not softened their hearts, A
second probation, were it given them, would be oceupied as
was the first, in evading the requirements of God and ex-
citing rebellion against him.

Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, whence, after
his resurrection, he ascended, and where angels repeated the
promise of his return. Says the prophet, “ The Lord my
God shall come, and all the saints with thee.” “ And his
feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which
is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives

(662)
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“the day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recom-
penses for the controversy of Zion.”*

The wicked receive their recompense in the earth.’ They
“shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts.”* Some are destroyed as in a
moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished
“according to their deeds” The sins of the righteous hay-
ing been transferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not only
for his own rebellion, but for all the sins which he has caused
God's people to commit.  His punishment is to be far greater
than that of those whom he has deceived. After all have
perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still to live and
sufler on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last
destroyed, root and braneh,—Satan the root, his followers the
branches. The full penalty of the law has been visited; the
demands of justice have been met; and Heaven and earth,
beholding, declare the righteousness of Jehovah.

Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For six thousand
years he has wrought his will, filling the earth with woe,
and causing grief throughout the universe. The whole
creation has groaned and travailed together in pain. Now
(od’s ereatures are forever delivered from his presence and
temptations. “The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet; they
[the righteous] break forth into singing.”* And a shout
of praise and triumph ascends from the whole loyal uni-
verse. “The voice of a great multitude,” “as the voice of
many. waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings,” is
heard, saying, “Alleluia; for the Lord God omnipotent
reigneth.”

While the earth was wrapped in the fire of destruection,
the righteous abode safely in the holy city. Upon those
that had part in the first resurrection, the second death has
no power.' While God is to the wicked a consnming fire,
he is to his people both a sun and a shield.*

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first

1 Tsa, 34 :8; Prov, 11:31, "Mal, 4:1, "Isa. 14:7,
‘Rev. 20:6; Pa. 84 : 11.
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heaven and the first earth were passed away.”' The fire
that consumes the wicked purifies the earth. Every trace
of the curse is swept away. No eternally burning hell wili
keep before the ransomed the fearful eonsequences of sin.

One reminder alone remains: our Redeemer will ever bear
the marks of his crucifixion. Upon his wounded head, upon
his side, his hands and feet, are the only traces of the cruel
work that sin has wrought. Says the prophet, beholding
Chirist in his glory, “ ITe had bright beams coming out of his
side; and there was the hiding of his power.”* That pierced
side whence flowed the erimson stream that reconciled man
to God, —thcm is the Saviour's glory, there “the hiding of
his power.” *“ Mighty to save,” through the sacrifice of re-
demption, he was therefore strong to execute justice upon
them that despised God’s merey. And the tokens of his
humilintion are his highest honor; through the eternal agres
the wounds of Calvary will show forth his praise, and de-
clare his power.

“( Tower of the flock, the stronghold of the daughter of
Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion.”* The
time has come, to which holy men have looked with long-
ing since the flaming sword barred the first pair from Eden,
—the time for “ the redemption of the purchased possession,”*
The earth originally given to man as his kingdom, betrayed
by him into the hands of Satan, and so long held by the
mighty foe, has been brought back by the great plan of
redemption. All that was lost by sin has been restored.
“Thus saith the Lord . . . that formed the earth and
made it; he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he
formed it to be inhabited.”* God's original purpose in the
creation of the earth is fulfilled as it is made the eternal
abode of the redeemed. “The righteous shall inherit the
land, and dwell therein forever.”"

A fear of making the future inheritance seem too materiul
has led many to spiritualize away the very truths which lead

' Rev. 21 :1 "Hab,'S - § jmargin) 3 Micah 4:8; Eph. 1 14,
¢ Ina, 45 1B, * Pa. 3T 20
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us to look upon it as our home. Christ assured his disciples
that he went to prepare mansions for them in the Father's
house. Those who accept the teachings of God’s Word will
not be wholly ignorant concerning the heavenly abode.
And yet, “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.”' Human language is
inadequate to describe the reward of the righteons. It will
be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind ean
comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.

In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called a coun-
try” There the heavenly Shepherd leads his flock to
fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields its fruit
every month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service
of the nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear as
crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows
npon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord.
There the widespreading plains swell into hills of beauty,
and the mountains of God rear their lofty snmmits. On
those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God's
people, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home.

“My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and
in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places.” “Violence
shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction
within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation,
and thy gates Praise.” “They shall build houses, and in-
habit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the
fruit of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit:
they shall not plant, and another eat: . . . mine elect
shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”®

There, “the wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose.” “Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree,
and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree.”
“The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard

L Cor, 240, *Heb, 11:14-16.  ®Isa. 32:18; 60:18; 65:21, 22,
Iaa. 30 :1; B6&: 18,
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shall lie down with the kid; . . . and a little child shall
lead them.” *They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain,”" saith the Lord.

Pain cannot exist in the atmosphere of Heaven. There
will be no more tears, no funeral trains, no badges of mourn-
ing. “There shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
erying, . . . for the former things are passed away.”*
“The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick; the people that
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.”"

There is the New Jerusalem, the metropolis of the glorified
new earth, “a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and
a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.”" “ Her light was like
unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear
as erystal.” “The nations of them which are saved shall
walk in the light of it; and the kings of the earth do bring
their glory and honor into it.”* Saith the Lord, “I will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people.” “The tab-
ernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.”*

In the city of God “there shall be no night.” None will
need or desire repose. There will be no weariness in doing
the will of God and offering praise to his name. We shall
ever feel the freshness of the morning, and shall ever be far
from its close. “And they need no candle, neither light of
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light.,”* The light
of the sun will be superseded by a radiance which is not
painfully dazzling, yet which immeasurably surpasses the
brightness of our noontide. The glory of God and the Lamb
floods the holy city with unfading light. The redeemed
walk in the sunless glory of perpetual day.

“1 saw no temple therein; for the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are the temple of it.”* The people of God
are privileged to hold open communion with the Father and
the Son. Now we “see through a glass, darkly.”* We be-

"1sa. 11:6,9; 33 :24; 62:3; 65:19. T Rev. 21 :4, 11, 24, 3.
¢Rev. 22 :5; 21:22 ¢1 Cor. 13:12
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hold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works
of nature and in his dealings with men; but then we shall
see him face to face, without a dimming veil between. We
shall stand in his presence, and behold the glory of his
countenance,

~~, There the redeemed shall “know, even as also they are
known.” The loves and sympathies which God himself has
planted in the soul, shall there find truest and sweetest ex-
ercise. The pure communion with holy beings, the har-
monious social life with the blessed angels and with the
faithful ones of all ages, who have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties
that bind together “ the whole family in Heaven and earth,”*
—these help to constitute the happiness of the redeemed.
| There, immortal minds will contemplate with never-failing
delight the wonders of creative power, the mysteries of re-
deeming love. There is no ernel, deceiving foe to tempt to
forgetfulness of God. Every faculty will be developed, every
capacity increased. The acquirement of knowledge will not
weary the mind or exhaust the energies. There the grandest
enterprises may be carried forward, the loftiest aspirations
reached, the highest ambitions realized; and still there will
arise new heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new
truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the powers
of mind and soul and body.

All the treasures of the universe will be open to the study
of God’s redeemed. Unfettered by mortality, they wing their
tireless flight to worlds afar,—~worlds that thrilled with sorrow
at the spectacle of human woe, and rang with songs of glad-
ness at the tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutterable
delight the children of earth enter into the joy and the
wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the treasures of
knowledge and understanding gained through ages upon
ages in contemplation of God’s handiwork. With un-
dimmed vision they gaze upon the glory of creation,—suns
and stars and systems, all in their appointed order circling

LErh, 3:18.
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the throne of Deity. Upon all things, from the least to the
greatest, the Creator’s name is written, and in all are the
riches of his power displayed.

And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer
and still more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As
knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and hap-
piness increase. The more men learn of God, the greater
will be their admiration of his character. As Jesus opens
before them the riches of redemption, and the amazing
achievements in the great controversy with Satan, the
hearts of the ransomed thrill with more fervent devotion,
and with more rapturous joy they sweep the harps of gold;
and ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thou-
sands of voices unite to swell the mighty chorus of praise.

“And every creature which is in Heaven, and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor,
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.”'

The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners are no
more. The entire universe is elean. One pulse of harmony
and gladness beats through the vast creation. From Him
who created all, flow life and light and gladness, through-
out the realms of illimitable space. From the minutest
atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inani-
mate, in theiv unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare

that God is Love.
lRev. 5:13

“Trar CoxTROVERSY Expen™



APPENDIX,

GENERAI, NOTES.

NOTE 1. Paar b3.—Constantine's Sunday law, issued A. p. 321, wna as
follows: —

“Let all the judges and town people, and the occupation of all trades
rest on the venerable day of the sun; but let those who are situated in the
country, frecly and at full liberty attend to the business of agriculture; be-
cause it often happens that no other day is o fit for sowing corn and planting
vines; lest, the critical moment being let slip, men should lose the commod-
ities granted by Heaven.”

Of this law, so high an anthority as the * Encyclopedia Brittannica "
plainly says: ‘1t was Constantine the Great who first made a law for the
proper observance of Sunday; and who, according to Kusebius, appointed
that it should be regularly celebrated throughout the Roman Empire, Before
him, and even in his time, they observed the Jewish Sabbath, as well as
Sunday.” As to the degree of reverence with which Sunday was regarded,
and the manner of its observance, Mosheim says that in consequence of the
law enacted by Constantine, the first day of the week was ** observed with greater
solemmity than it had formerly been,” ' Yot Constantine permitted all kinds of
agricaltural labor to he performed on Sunday! Bishop Taylor declares that
“the primitive Christiana did all manner of works upon the Lord's day.**
The same statement is made by Morer: ** The day [Sunday] was not wholly
kept in abstaining from common business; nor did they [Christinus’ any
longer rest from their ordinary affairs (such was the necessity of those times)
than during the divine service.”* BSays Cox: * There is no evidence that
either at this [the time of Constantine], or at a period much later, the ob-
servance was viewed as deriving any obligation from the fourth commansd-
ment; it seems to have been regarded as an institution corresponding in
nature with Christmas, Good Friday, and other festivals of the church.™*

NOTE 2. Paae 54.—In the twelfth chapter of Revelation we have as
a symbol a great red dragon. In the ninth verse of that chapter this symbol
is explained as follows: * And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,
called the devil, and SBatan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was cast
out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him " Undoubtedly
the dragon primarily represents Satan. But Satan does not appear upou the

' Eccl. Hist., cent. 4, part 2, chap. 4, sec. 5.

? Duet. Dubitant., part 1, book 2, chap. 2, rule 6, sec. 58,

! Dialognues on the Lord’s Day, p. 233,

“Cox's Sabbath Laws, p. 281, Pl
|
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES.

COLUMBA.—The gospel was first carried to Great Britain in the second
century; and thence, through the labors of Succat, or St. Patrick, in the
fourth century, it spread to Ireland. The invasion of Britain by the pagan
Saxons, A, D, 449, resulted in very nearly uprooting the Christian faith in
England and Scotland. But it was revived, a hundred years later, through
the labors of Columba, a native of Ireland, from one of the churches that had
grown up under Succat's labors, Columba was very active in spreading the
gospel in his own country, when, his attention being ecalled to the condition
of the heathen Picts, he determined to undertake their conversion. With a
few companions he established himself on the little island of Iona, or Yeolmkill,
off the west coast of Scotland. A church and college grew up here; and
through the evangelists sent out from thence, the gospel was disseminated
through a ¢onsiderable part of Europe.

Columba was of prineely birth, *‘of lofty stature, and noble bearing. He
was a man of quick perception, and great force of character; one of those mas-
terful minds that monld and sway othera.” * He had an intense love for the
Word of God, and spent much time in reading, studying, and copying it. He
gave much time also to prayer and to the guiding of the communities which
put themselves under his care, endeavoring to train them in useful arts as
weil as in Christian knowledge.”

Columba labored personally, and with great success, in Seotland and
England, and several times visited Ireland. His last days were spentat Iona,
“the isle of his heart,” as he usually called it. The closing scene was most
touching. The day before his death, being taken to the hill which overlooked
the mission house and its little farm, he stood surveying it for some time, and,
lifting up both his hands, he invoked upon it the divine blessing, ** Return-
ing to his hut, he resumed his daily task in transeribing the Psalter, and
proceeded to the place where it is written, * They that seek the Lord shall not
lnck any good thing.” ‘Here,” he said, at the close of the page, * I must stop.”
When the bell for matins rang, he hastened to the church, and, ere the breth-
ren could join him, he had fainted before the altar. Unable to speak, he
made a feeble effort once more to raise his right hand to bless them, and, with
joy beaming in his face, passed to his rest.”

Columba was bora at Gartan, County Donegal, Ireland, A. ». 521; died
at Iona, Scotland, 697,

THE WALDENSES.—The name Waldenses is said to have been derived
from Peter Waldo, a merchant of Lyons, France, who lived about 1150
A. . Finding opportunity, in the midst of a life of business activity, for the
etudy of lettera, he wns led to the Bible, and, receiving the truths of the
gospel, he devoted his life to the work of an evangelist. He rendered an im-

(RO
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MARTIN LUTHER.—Eisleben, a little town in the Thuringlan forest,
Saxony, was the birthplace of Luther, the greatest of the reformers. Born
in 1483, when the revival of letters had already begun, and the minds of men
were awakening from the stupor of medievalism, Luther was, under God, to
lead them from the bondage of superstition. In his boyhood he was sent to
school at Mansfeld, at Magdeburg, and at Eisenach, and even then manifested
a keen power of intellect. At Eisenach, as he sang before the houses, and
asked for bread for Christ's sake, he attracted the notice of the kindly Ursula
Cotta, who received him into her home, and gave a mother's care to the poor
young scholar, In 1501 Luther entered the University of Erfurt; four years
later he abandoned his studies, for the monastery. He was ordained priest in
1507, and the following year was called to a chair in the University at Witten-
berg. The famous theses against indulgences were posted in 1517; and in
1521 he appeared at the Diet of Worms. For twenty-five years the decree
of outlawry here pronounced hung over him; yet, like Wyeliffe, he was to die
in peace, Though nearly the whole of his active life was spent at Witten-
berg, his death oceurred at Eisleben, his native place, where, worn out with
his mighty labors, he expired February 18, 1546,

* Luther's physical life was largely one of suffering, His form, in early
life, was spare, though in after-years approaching to corpulence, The full-
ness of face given him in his later pictures, however, is said to have been the
result, not of robustness, but of a dropsical tendency resulting from his early
austerities, His habits were abstemious. His voice was not loud nor strong;
it was their lightuing, not their thunder, by which the mighty effects of his
words were produced.

““The character of Luther lies so open in his life that it is hardly neces-
sary to trace its lines, He was so ingenuous that if all the world had con-
spired to gover up his faults, his own hand would have uncovered them, His
violence was that of a mighty nature, strong in conviction, waging the battle
of truth against implacable foea. That he was unselfish, earnest, honest, in-
flexibly brave in danger, full of tenderncss and humanity; that he was one of
the great creative spirits of the race, mighty in word and deed, matchless as
a popular orator, one of the very people, yet a prince among princes, a child
of faith, a child of God,—this is admitted by all.”

PHILIP MELANCTHON, the friend of Luther, and his co-laborer in
the German Heformation, was born in 1497. He was the son of a master-
armorer of Bretten, in the duchy of Baden, and was a relative and pupil of the
celebrated Reuchlin, who did so much to introduce the study of Greck and
Hebrew into Germany. The strength and clearness of Melanethon's under-
standing made the acquisition of knowledge a delight, At the age of twelve
years, he entered the University of Heidelberg, and at seventeen took his
doetor’s degree. It was about this time that he changed his name from
Schwartzerd (** black earth™) to the Greek Melancthon, which signifies the
same thing. In those times it was not unusual for learned men to translate
their names from German to Latin or Greek. At twenty-one, Melancthon
was called to the Greek professorship at Wittenberg, and then began the



SCRIPTURAL INDEX.

Genesis
2:1'3 luttutlill455
BERE ek 52
Ty WA et a3l
S R e ai 532
45 .... .. otil
L T e R aod
o 505
L i e 532
I TR Hid
BEl EE e 543
16:1 . Sp——
<ol R R 18
22 16-18 ....0v-- 19
3 v R 19
32:-24-30 ........ 616
1 g | R I g22
Exodus
L S S e 260
BBl . ....iane 434
20:10, 11 ... 437
- R R R 411
L EE T e 413
RS AY i e b e 437
Lo | R SRR 453
G o ik e A 10
34: 6, 7..500, 541, 627
Leviticus
[ 418
16: 8, 81, 28 ..... 410
16:14, 10 ....... 419
1T e el 428
L 5 . i58
R s e T s 485
16: 20-34 ........ 300
YEER) i iiee 418
) | R 5 AR e F 50
20: 27 . AP Hot
Numbers
RS et a0n 6 5k 324
23: 8,10, 20, 21,23 529
S - R — . 629

25:1"3 lith-*-titﬁﬁ'ﬁ'

nnnnnnnnnnn
!!!!!!!
-----------

;;;;;;;;;;;

rrrrrrrrrrr

ITI Kings

lllllllllll

----------

--------------

+++++++

----------

llllllll

-------

iiiiiiiiiii

-----------

+++++++++++

------------

llllllllllll

-----------

e SR S, 209
B, T cinnnneese 40D
s, O T all
et Ml Sl 471
Psalms

E . e SRR 478
| EPOTIR SR H46
S e b1l
T N 545
LI Wi B 12
R ALl s 275

" R —-. § [ |
- e e e e 468
| i a1z

W - S P G4
- SR e 350
e GRa e ald, 632
MY e s 545
oy 674
B e 541
T T e 413t
5 T P e S U39
e e i
1Y R 300
b 642
G ed 639, G50
Dy SR A R 484
R e i vt 117
o | AR | e 451
e o e e e 2074
¢ (03 R St 23
: 68, G . i
PO e 20
5 & P e 673
R e S s ale 479
9F: 310 . ..ivenvs 630
" T IR 437
PB:5 .oovisirnans 437
A © I | N, 300
T e sl et 522
e e 437
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CCUSERS, of the brethren,
Satan’s helpers, 519, 520.
Adam, stature of, 644; temptation
and fall of, 531-534; meeting of
first and second Adam, 647; joy
of in New Jerusalem, G48; re-

ntance of, 647, G48.

Adventists, truths concerning
sanctuary and law of God re-
jected by majority of, 456; ex-
perience of, similar to that of
Israel, 457-460,

Advent Message, result of receiv-
ing, 370; rejected by churches
generally, 380; trial and faith of
believers in, 301, 302, 403-408;
experience of believers in, illus-
trated by ble of ten virgins,
393, 304,

Advent Movement, in Miller's time
oppoged and ridiculed, 336-338;
growth and progress of, 3i7,
370-374; 400-408; defense of by
Miller, 337; result of, 340; ap-
peared in different countries at
same time, 356, 357; persecution
of believers in, 372:; character
of, 400-404; God the leader in,
410, 411; manifestation of God's
power in, 611. BSee also First
Angel’s Message; Miller; Second
Angel's Message; Third Angel's
Message,

Alexander, the papal legate, work
of at Diet of Worms, 147, 148

American Bible Society, organiza-
tion of, 287.

Ananias and Sapphira, 44.

Angels, watching for Christ’s
birth, 313; carry tidings of his

birth to men, 314; number,
power, and work of, 511-513,
G614, 630-032; protect people of |

God in time of trouble, 630-632;
to attend Christ at second ad-
vent, 041;
evil angels: when judged, 661;

power of, 614,

Antinomian teaching, errors of,
260, 261.

Apostasy, of early church, 49-603
of Protestant churches, 383-3(0),

Ark, of God's Testament, in holy
of holies, 433.

Atheism, definition of, 200; in
France, 5584.

Atonement, of Christ in heavenly
sanctuary, 421, 422, 428 429;
great day of, 490,

Augsburg, trial of Luther at, 135.

ABYLON, used in Bible to rep-

resent apostate religion, 381;
represents Boman church, 382;
represents also IP'rotestant
churches, 383, 384; message to
God’s people in, 603, 604; sins
of, laid open by preaching of
third angel’s message, 606; judg-
ments to fall upon, 653. See
also Church,

Baden, conference at, 182; results
in strong impetus to Protestant
cause, 184,

Balaam, efforts of, to curse Israel,
524,

Battle, the last great, those en-
gaged in, 663, GG4.

Baxter, work of, 253; belief of, in
second coming of Christ, 303.
Beast, of Revelation thirteen, rep-

resents papacy, 430, 445,

Bengel, Christ’'s second

reached by, 363, 364,

Bible, see Word of God,

Blindness, of people of this gen-
eration, 561, 562

Bohemia, gospel planted in, in
ninth century, 97; an asylum
for Waldenses and Albigenses,
07; advance of gospel in, after
death of Huss, 115; erusade
against, 116; vietory of Hussite
army, 116; second crusade
ngainst, 117; second victory of
Hussite army, 117; persecution
of Hussites in, 118; witnesses
for God in, 119,

Books of record, determine decis-
ionsa of judgment, 480-483;
wicked judged from, 0666;

book of life: contains names
of all who have ever entered
service of God, 480;

ook of remembrance: con-

Tl

coming




CHAPITRE VINGT-NEUVIEME.
L'ORIGINE DU MAL

Pour bien des gens, l'origine du péché et la raison de
son existence sont une source de grandes perplexités. Ils
voient I';euvre du mal, les miséres et les désolations qui en sont
les terribles résultats, et ils se demandent comment tout cela
peut exister sous la souveraineté de Celui dont la sagesse,
la puissance et |'amour sont infinis. Il y a 14 un myslére
dont ils ne peuvent trouver l'explication. Et dans leur in-
certitude et leurs doutes, des vérités clairement révélées
dans la Parole de Dieu, et essenticlles au salut, leur échap-
pent. Il en est qui, dans leurs recherches sur l'existence du
péché, voudraient découvrir ce que Dieu n'a jamais révélé;
et par conséquent, ils ne trouvent aucune solution & leurs
difficultés ; et ceux qui ont la disposition de douter et d'er-
goter, se saisissenl de cela comme excuse de ce qu’ils rejettent
les paroles de la sainte Ecriture. D'autres ne peuvent se faire
une idée satisfaisante du grand probléme du mal, parce que
les traditions et les fausses interprétations ont obscurci les en-
seignements de la Bible concerndnt le caractére de Dieu, la na-
ture de son gouvernement, et les principes qui sont & la base
de ses voies envers le péché,

Il est impossible d'expliquer l'origine du péché de ma-
niére & donner une raison de son existence. Pourtant, on
peut comprendre assez de ce qui touche a4 l'origine et 4 la
disposition finale du péché, pour rendre la justice et la bonté
de Dieu parfaitement manifestes dans toutes ses dispensations
envers le mal. Rien n'est enseigné plus clairement dans les
Ecritures que le fait que Dieu ne fut en aucunc maniére res-

ponsable de lintroduction du mal; qu'aucun retrait arbitraire
(498)
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La Grande Controverse entre Christ et Satan

ERE CHRETIENNE

Par Mme E. G. WHITE

Auteur de ** La Vie de Christ."”  Patriarches et Prophetes,"" ** Esquisses de la Vie de Paul,”’ ** Sanctification
de la Bible,"' et autres ouvrages.

ET ouvrage présente 1" histoire la plus merveilleuse et la
plus intéressante qui ait jamais éué écrite concernant le
grand contlit entre la lumidre et la puissance des téndbres, illus-
trée daos la vie des martyrs chriétiens et des Réformateurs d un
coté, et des hommes méchants et des pulssances persécutrices de
I'autre.

Commenc¢ant avec la grande prophétie donnée par notre
Ceigneur tandis que du Mont des Oliviers il contemplait Jérusa-
lem, et dans laquelle il donna un apercu de 1" histoire de la dis-
pensation, ce livre en esquisse I'accomplissement.

Une série d’ esquisses brives et vivantes tracent |’ origine et
les progrés de la Réforme dans les différents pays. Un espace
considérable a été consacré 4 la vie, nux cuvres et d |'influence
des derniers Réformateurs et chefs religieux, tels que Whitefield

et les Wesleys.

Nous tenons 4 signaler que nous avons ajouté 4 l'appendice
une série de Notes Biographiques donnant de précieux deétails
concernant |'histoire des Réformateurs, lesquelles ne sont pas
comprises dans |'ouvrage telles que le lieu et |a date de leur nais-
sance et de leur mort, la date des événements principaux, détails
de leur vie privée, et esquisses de leur caractire.

CONDITIONS.— L'ouvrage consiste en 1 vol. in -8, de 726 pp., illustré de nombreuses gravures. L'ouvrage a été imprimé en

caractiéres neufs, sur papier tinté, reli¢ d'une maniire artistique et solide ; un dessin emblématique se trouve sur Ja couverture

Nous

vendons cet ouvrage, par souscription, aux prix modérés suivants : —

Reliure en toile verte, avec dessin noir et or, tranches dorées, - - . -

Reliure basane, tranches marbrées, -
Demi-rel., maroquin, tranches marbrées,
Reliure plein maroquin, tranches dorées,

$3.00
4.00
4.00
5.00

- - - - - - ]

- - - - - - -

Nous, les soussignés, souseripteurs d l'ouvrage ei-dessus, consentons 4 |'accepter, quand il pous cera remis, au prix indiqud,

pourvu qu’il soit conforme i la description précédente.



498 DEN STORA STRIDEN.

miinniskor miste lida straffet [or hans 8fvertriidelse. Det iir den
“andra ddden,” som stiir i motsats till det eviga lifvet.

I foljd af Adams synd kom dtden dfver alla miinniskor.
Alla gi ned i grafven, den ene siviil som den andre. Men pi
grund af frilsningsplanen skola alla dter uppsta ur sina grafvar.
“De dbdes uppstandelse skall ske, bide de rittfirdigas och de
oriittfiirdigas.”*) “Ty sisom alla d6 1 Adam, sa skola ock alla
i Kristus giras lefvande.”*) Men en skilnad gtres emellan de
tvi klasserna, som uppstd. “Alla som Aro i grifterna skola hiyra
hans rost. Och de skola gi derutur, de som hafva gjort det
goda, till lifvets uppstindelse, och de som hafva gjort det onda,
till domens uppstindelse.”*) De som hafva “befunnits viirdi-
ga™ till libvets uppstindelse, iiro saliga och heliga. “Ofverdem
har den andra didden ingen makt.”"*) Men de som icke hafva
erhillit forlitelse genom dnger och tro, miste lida tfvertriidel-
sens straff — “syndens 16n.” Det straff de lida, iir olika till var-
aktighet och hiiftighet, “enligt deras gerningar;” men lindas
till sist i den andra dtden. Eniir det fir omtjligt for Gud, péi
agrund af bhans eviga riittvisa och barmhertighet, att friilsa
syndaren 1 hans synd, si berdfvar han honom den tillvaro han
bar forverkat genom sina bfvertriidelser, och af hvilken han sjelf
har visat sig oviirdig. Skriften siger: © Annu en liten tid, och
den ogudaktige ir icke mer, och niir du ser efter hans rum, iir
han icke der.” Och ett annat skriftstiille vittnar, att de skola
“blifva sisom hade de aldrig varit.”*) Hbljda med skam, ned-
sjunka de i hopplis, evig glomska.

Silunda skall ett slut giiras pi synden med allt det eliinde
och ftrderf den bhar frmbragt. Psalmisten siiger: “Du niipste
folken och forgjorde de ogudaktige ; deras namn utplinade du
till evig tid. Fienderna nedergjordes och blefvo i grund fir-
stdrda.”*) Johannes vittnar i Uppenbarelsen, att han sig framit
till det eviga tillstindet och htrde en lofsing frin verldsalltet,
som icke stdrdes af ett enda missljud. Han htrde huru allt
skapadt | himmelen och pi jorden lofvade Gud.*") Dai skall det
icke finnas nigon fortappad sjiil, som hildar Gud — ingen sjil,
som vrider sig i evig pina; ingen elindig varelse i helvetet skall
blanda sina dngestskrik med de friilstes sing,

%) Apg. 24: 15, ™)1 Kor, 15: 22, o7) Joh. 6: 98, 20, 25 Uppb. 20: 6.
) Ps.37:10;0b.v. 16 ) Ps. 9:6,7. ™) Uppb. 5:18




DEN STORR STRIDEN mellan KRISTOS och SATAN

I DEN KRISTNA TIDSALDERN.
HT Mhrs, E, G, Wlbite,

Forfattarinna af © Kristi Lefnad," Sketckes from the Life of Panl, “Biblisk Helgelse™ m. fi. verk.

Detta arbete gifver forst en beskrifning af vir Frilsares stora profetia i Matt, 24 kap., som omfattar hela den
kristna tidsildern och innehiller en historia om forsamlingen, dess strider och lidanden intill dess slutliga ftirloss.
ning. Den gifver en beskrifning af Guds folks segrar, satans och hans efterfiljares slutlign forgirelse samt
jordens rening och foirnyelse, med hvilken scen denna forfitrliga strid mellan Guds Son och murkrets makter kom-
mer att afslutas, Med undantag af Bibeln har det aldrig utgifvits nigon bok, som gifver en sidan forunderlig och
intressant historia om den tid, som ligger mellan Kristi forsta ankomst och alla tings slutliga iiterstiillelse. Och eniir
de afslutande hiindelserna iiro de mest betydelsefulla, si lir denna bok mer intressant iin ndgot annat verk, som
beskrifver nigon annan tidsperiod af denna verldens historia.

VILIKKOR._# Verket innehiller 647 sidor och iir utstyrdt med 39 helsidiga illustrationer. Det fir tryckt
pii glatt satineradt papper, iir bastant inbundet, forsedt med forgyld permtitel och silljes genom subskription nll
foljande liga priser :

Halfskinnband, marmoreradt snitt, - - -

Schirtingsband, marmoreradt snitt - - - - $3
4.
Helsaffian, marmoreradt snitt - - - - 5.

EEE

: Vi undertecknade subskribenter pd ofvan namda bok forpligta oss till att taga den samma efter upp-
grfna pris, nir den levereras, sd vida den molsvarar den gifna beskrifningen.



Der qrohe Rampl swilden Chriflus und Satan

wahrend des drifllidien 3eilallers,
Von E. G. T@hite,

Berfafferin von ,,Das Reben Chriftl.” ~rrrmmmmnnnnnss

e G

Tied Werl bietet uns dbie intereflantefie und munderbarfte Gejdidgte,
Die jemals uber den grofien Kampf jwifden bem Ghriftentum und dben
Madyten ber Finfternis gejdyrieben morben ift ; — einen Hampf, ber burd)
bag Yeben ber driitlidhen Martyrer und Reformatoren einerieitd, und bie

nblungen got*lofer Menjdien und BVerfolgungdmadite andererients
illuftriert mwird,

Untangend mit unjercd .i*a‘m'u arofer Prophejeiung, bie ev qab, wab-
rend ¢r vom Telberge aud terufalem fiberblidte, unbd in melder er uns
bie Gefhidite bed ganzen dnitlihen Reitalterd vorfiibrt, jeigt ¢8 und in
furzen Abrifjen bie ﬁ'rfﬁﬂung berjelben,

Gine Meibe Turier und [ebendtrener Sliggen jeidnen uns bad Gnute
fteben und ben ﬁutt?mrtn per Reformation in verfdhiedenen Ldnbern vor
Uugen. Tas Ceben, Wirlen, unb der Einflug Martin Lutherd unbd feis
ner HReilgenofien, wie aud) bas fpaterer Meformatoren, wie Whitefield
und die Grbnider Wedley, find eingehend bejhricben.

Ter *.‘Inang enthalt eine Meibe biographijder Anmerfungen, mit vie:
len inteceflanten Gingelbheiten aus ber efjdhidite ber Meformatoren,
welde nidt im eigentlichen Werle felbft find, wie 3. B, Ort und Reit
ibrer feburt unb ibred Tobed, bie Dalen hervorragendber Greignijfe,
Biige aud ihrem Yeben und Eharafter, elc,

Bedingungen. — Da& LWerl enthilt circa 750 groB-oltav Seiten, und ift mit 30, eine volle Seite einnehmenden Flufirationen

audqeftattet.

(¥& 1ft von nenen Platten auf fdones Papier gedrudt, geidmadvoll und bauerbaft gebunden, bot hilbjdy verzierten

Ginbanbbedel, und wird Unteridreibern ju folgenben, duferft niedbrigen Preifen gelicfert :—

Jun gravem, englijbem Leimpandbaud, mit Sdwari= und Goldprefiung, MWarmoriduitt

An Halbjraniband, Warmorjdnite.

3 iictijdem Sajfion, Marmoridmitt . ..........

e B30
.- 34.00
. $5.00

Wir, die unterseichneten Unterjdreiber fiiv obiges Werl, verpflidhten und, dafjelbe, bei ber Ablieferung, jum benannten Preife

au nehmen ; vorausgefetrt, baf 8 biefer Vejdyreibung entjpridyt.
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Den store Sirid mellem hristus og Safan
i den Eriftne Tidsalder,

Af Mde. €. 6. Wbite,

Worfatter til , Arifti Liv'’, Sketches from the Life of Paul, ,, Bivellt Helliggiocelfe’” og andre Varrler,

Dette Beerl giver forft en Beretning om vor Freljers flore
Profeti 1 Math. 24 (jom 1 BVirfelighesen defler hele den friftne
Tidéalber) og inbdeholder en PHiftorie om Menigheben og dens
€trid og Lideljer indbtil dbend endelige Forlodning. Det gi-
ver en Bejfrivelje af Gudé Folld Sejer, Satand og hansd Ef-
terirlgered Zoeleqqelie og Jorbend Renjelie og Fornyelfe, med
foilfen Scene dbenme frygtelige Strid mellem Guds Son og

Mprlets Magter enber. — Foruben Bibelen finded der ingen
Bog, jom nogen Sinbe er ubgivet, der giver en faa forunber-
lig og interesjant Hijtorie om dette Tibzafjnit fra Krifii Tid
til alle Tingd Gjenoprettelje, g eftexjom de ajjlutiende Be-
givenbeder ere de meft betydningsfulbe, jaaleded er bdenne
Bog mere interedjant end noget BVeerf, der beflriver noget an-
vet Tibsafinit 1 BWerbend Hiftorie,

Betingeljer.,

Beerlet indbefjolver 642 Siber, fmptet med 30 Helfidige Sluftvationer. Det er tryft paa jmutt jatinevet Papir, ex fo-
{ib indbbunbet, forfynet med forgyldt Permtitel og jelged til Subffribenter til fplgenbe meget lave Prijer:

Ehirting, mormarerel Snit, forgyidt PVermtitel .. . . .. .

Haly Sajfian, marmoreret Swuit

............

Hel Sajfian, marmoreret Snit .. .. .. ...... ... .. .

SN, . F
s e AN
.............. RCSPPTRTNCO IR

Vi unbdertegnede Subjtribenter paa ovennconte Bog forpligte o2 til at ¥pbe dben fil anforte Prig, naar den leveres,

faafremt bem fvarer til ovenjtaaende Bejlrivelje.
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The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan

During the Christian Dispensation
BY MRS. E. G, WHITE

Author of “The Life of Christ," *Patriarchs and Prophets,” " Sketches from the Life of Paul,”" " Bible
Sanctilication,” and other works.

This volume presents the most wonderful and intensely
interesting history that has ever been written of the great
conflict Hetween Christianity and the powers of darkness, as
ilastrated in the lives of Christian marty s and reformers

on the one hand, and wicked men and persecuting powers

on the other.

Beginning with our Lord's great prophecy given while
viewing Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, in which he
outhnes the history of the whole dispensation, 1t sketches
the fulfilment.

A series of brief and lifelike sketches trace the rise and
progress of reform m different lands. Considerable space is
tevoted to the life, work, and mfluence of later reforms and
religious leaders, such as Whitefield and the Wesleys,

A wvaluvable teature i1s the addition to the Appendix of a
series of i’iin;.Tr.'tIﬂll'L‘.'lf Notes, giving many inte 'I-Hting par-
ticulars concerning the history of the Refo me s, not fur-
nished in the body of the work, such as the place and time
af their birth and death, the date of leading events, points of
personal history, and sketches of cha“acter,

CONDITIONS, — The work contains 7o4q large octavo pages, and is gmbellished with 43 full-page illust=ations, It is
printad from new type, on fine tinted paper, beautifully and substantially bound: has an emblamatical design on  front

cover, and 15 furnished to subscribers at the following very low prices:-

Cloth, Marbled Edges ’
Half Leather, Marbled Edges
Full Leather, Marbled Edges

- ’ s 534-00
o # o 4.00

- -~ ~ 5-00

We, the undersigned, subscribers to the above work, agree to take it at the price named, when delivered, provided it ¢cor-

responds with the foregoing description

HAME . STYLE !

RESIDENCE AND ADDRESS

OCCUPATION J DATE OF DELIVERY
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