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EUGENICS
O r , RACE C U L T U R E  LESSONS 

B y Lois Waisbrooker,

L E S S O N  F IR S T .

dhe^syslem  o f  so c ie ty  under w hich w e Eve is 
not s a tis fa c to ry  is too app arent to be questioned, and 
the in te lle c t  o f  .earnest th in kers is go in g  out on every  

■ possible line in search o f rem edies fo r  existin g evils, 
(ojjejpf th e  latest proposed bein g eugenics, o r human 
.•cul&rfev, _
jaS|y}jt a n y  and a ll proposed rem edies must prove 
Juurires u n til the cause is  rem oved, and, so fa r  as I 
knbitf, b u t fe w  are even lo okin g fo r  the cause. This 
ave'taitfst understand before w e can m ake genuine 
p fqgress. O ur w orkers th in k  th e y  are dealing w ith  
the^causei; th ey  m istake effects w hich h a te  become 
secondary'■ catfees * the p rim ary cause th e y  do not see. 
In  thins d o l i n g  w ith  effects w e m u ltip ly  th e  evils  w e 
w on la  rem ote? I t  is lik e  cu ttin g  lim bs from  trees in  
feeder tb'kSu them . W h ile  the ro o t rem ains untouched,



" u n i n j u r e d y i l i  send out from one to a dozen 
sprouts to replace-,jyiuit has been taken off and the 
lasbcondjfion is evenwprse than tie  first. '•
1; .The ftyjla under wfg^&we suffer are rooted in the 

-unbalanced conditions o£ Creative life as manifested 
in the relative position of man and woman— in the 
subjection 'woman rta man., that subjection sane*
tioned by the bible vhjcb gays^ihat the man was not 
made for the woman but the jvoman for the man. 

p^Thafrstatenvenl is disproved by modern scientific re­
search.

v f ' Iff a work on the evolution of sex, published by 
V Gedde&ang Thompson's one of the^Humboldt Series, 
'ttve, fjpd f t  stated that in the lowssl’̂ foian of animal 

in-which m§le and-iemate- eommeoc^d- a saparate 
\^exiftenck the male at $ r s t m o r e  than an 
j’"*prggdKed»S:teste, several of which are sometimes! 
.l̂ bund under the Jald  ̂of the covering of the female. 

0aes Natufe^p^evolutwifary law so change its 
methods oo-ifja'ttpward course? Does-al start with 
the feininme-iiL advance as to. o^ganped form and 
then.put the malp principle first 1 Not so. The femi-:., 
ninl'is the’ builder^of Jill living fora& builds by at- 

* traction. BSmg the mother fafetftesf- creative life, 
she; through the insfihctive powefr.ef the love ele­
ment, attracted the'fepregnatvbg.^ifinciple of crea­
tive life, and thus ga$j formbtd the male, j  

How did UfgLfirst f̂emale take |orm. is the ques- 
v tion asked. Throflfeh the action of the evolutionary 

law which-dalFed her rnto bang; rolve that law and 
you will understand.

I have given the quotation- taken from the Hum­
boldt Series to show that there^s a baws-in Nature
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fo r  o u r position, to-w it., th a t w om an w as not made 
fo r  m an a n y  m ore th an  m an w as m ade fo r  wom an. 
T h e y  cam e fo rth  from  w h a t Theosophists call the un­
m an ifest, each in  th eir ow n tim e and w a y , but as 
coetern als, and  u n til w om an ta k es  her r ig h tfu l place, 
e le v a tin g  th e  race w ill not be m uch o f a  success.

T h ere  is no reason able  hope o f  race im provem ent 

u n d er o u r p resen t so cia l and econom ic system s. Pro- 
fe sso r E d g a r L . L a rk in , astron om er a t L o w e ’s Ob­

s e rv a to ry ,”"E cho M t., C a lifo rn ia , thus w rites  o f his 

exp erien ces and  con clusions. H e sa y s:

“ I  h a d  n ot been here a  w ee k  befo re  I  discovered 

th a t  th is  is a  ca p ita l p lace  to s tu d y  an th ro p o lo gy 

an d  to  read  m inds. I  h ave  im p roved  the o p p o rtu n ity  

fo r  seven  y e a rs , an d  here is the a w fu l d isco very . One- 

h a l f  th e  m a rried  p airs  w ho v is it  this m ountain  hate 

each  other. T h is  is an  a p p a llin g  statem en t, and  th is 

is th e  first tim e I  h a v e  v e n tu re d  to  p rin t it. I t  is 

th e  m ost serious th in g  in  th e  U n ited  S ta tes. One- 

h a lf  o f  th e  rem a in d er a re  in d iffe re n t to each  other, 

a n d  o n e-h a lf o f  the secon d rem ain d er are  beg in n in g  

to  lose th e ir  love,

“ T h e n u m ber o f  un h arm o n ic ch ild ren  con ceived 

w ith o u t a  p a rtic le  o f  lo ve  is s im p ly  am azin g . I  h ave  

seen  a fe w  o u t o f  m y  3 0 , 0 0 0  v is ito rs  w ho re a lly  lo ved  

each  other. T h e w o r k  lo o m in g up  b e fo re  the sp len ­

d id  e u g e n ic  so cieties n o w  ra p id ly  fo rm in g  a ll o ver 

th e  co u n try  is o f  v a s t  p ro p o rtio n s.

“ N a tu re  h as g iv e n  to  e v e ry  w om an  th e  in heren t 

r ig h t  to  d ecid e  w h en  she w ill  b e ar a ch ild  and  w ho 

s h a ll be its  f a t h e r .”

T h e  p ro fe sso r h as s tru c k  b e d -ro ck  in  th e  above 

statem en t. T h e  r ig h t  o f  ch o ice  c e r ta in ly  b elo n gs to
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woman, but i f  it is exp ected  th a t eu gen ic societies 
can accom plish v e ry  m uch under a n y  fo rm  o f b in d ­
ing m arriage there w ill be d isappointm ent.

There are ve ry  fe w  wom en stro n g  enough to o ve r­
come the influence o f the con dition s u n d e r w h ich  
children must now  be gestated , fo r  no m a tte r how  
careful, or how p leasan tly  situated , th e y  m ust be 
constantly on the w atch  lest th e y  becom e n eg a tiv e  
to the vibrations from  the d egrad ed  and  d e g ra d in g  
conditions w hich abound on e v e ry  hand.

Then I  am not certain  th a t th is n ecessity  o f  b ein g  
continually on gu ard  w ou ld  not p roduce a  w earin ess, 
a  discouraged fee lin g  th a t w ou ld  p ro ve  m ore d isas­
trous to the child  than in difference on the m o th e r ’s 
part.

The Professor s a y s : “ T h is je u g e n ic s )  is w o m a n ’s 
w o rk .”  I  am glad  he said th at, as so m a n y m en seem 
to w ant to take  charge o f  w om an in  th a t w h ich  is 
p articu larly  her w ork . W h en  men u rge  upon w om en 

their responsibility in re ga rd  to m otherhood I  fee l 
like  say in g:

“ Please mind yo u r own b u sin ess; w e are  as cap able  
o f doing our w ork as y o u  are y o u rs .”  N o t th a t men 
and women should not counsel to geth er b u t it  should  
be as equals, neither u rg in g  d u ty  upon the other.

Then it is not safe to fo llo w  the tea ch in g  o f  m an in 
that w hich he is incapable o f d oin g h im self. S in ce  
m y recollection m any children have been less h ig h ly  
endowed than th ey  w ou ld  have been h ad  n o t th e ir  
mothers attem pted to fo llow  the tea ch in g  o f  F o w le r. 
N ot that F o w ler did not m ean a ll r ig h t, b u t he w as 
not a  w om an ; and wom an m ust learn  not to  fo llo w  
where she should lead.
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F o w le r ’s m istake la y  in not noting the direction of 
the m other’s mind, w hether on the child or something 
else w hen th at w hich she did affected it favorably. 
A n d  he made y et a greater m istake in  believing if  
w h at the m other did  w hen not thin kin g o f her child 
m ade such an im pression upon it if  she would think 
and plan  fo r  it  she could m ake of it  w hat she pleased. 
’  In  other w ords, he made the m istake of supposing 

th at the m oth er’s in tellect could step in and regulate 
N a tu re ’s w ork  b y  subvertin g N a tu re ’s order.

The in tellect builds m echanically; creative life  
builds b y  the la w  o f attraction— the law  o f love, for 
no m atter how  low  dow n in the scale o f being, there 
m ust be an affinity sufficient to attract— must be 
love in that degree or there could be no union, no 
resu ltin g life. T rue, such children are not begotten 
o f conscious hum an love, but the instinctive love, the 
chem istry th at attracts  the germ and the sperm to­
gether is there. Such children, though sad ly wronged, 
are, b y  the attraction  w hich gave them  life  here, 
w ith in  the pale of love U niversal.

In  a ll the w on d erfu l progress made in the im prove­
m ent o f p lants and anim als the law  o f instinctive love 
has n ever been violated. No tw o things have ever 
united in obedience to the intellect. There has been 
attraction  w here there has been success. A nother 
p o in t: The in tellect can reach the gestating m atrix 
o f the hum an only  through the m ind o f the mother. 
There is not foun d below  the hum an a mother mind 
fo r  the in tellect to influen ce; man, in his experiments 
in th at field is necessarily  confined to extern al condi­
tions and th at is w here the in tellect can do the best 
w o rk  fo r  the race, th a t o f furnishin g good condi-
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tions^ a not inferior work, for without them, Nature 
herself cannot bring good results.

Here is where man’s work lies, but what are the 
conditions to-day for a motherhood that can elevate 
the race ? Man has experimented on the lower orders 
but the failures before coming in touch with Nature’s 
law of attraction have not been recorded. Will 
woman submit to such experimenting? I think not. 
There seems to be in the human germ an instinctive 
individuality which resents an attempt to mould it 
after a pattern. I have known of a few such at­
tempts not one of which proved a success.

A  case in point. A  friend of mine who was fond 
of coffee and novels, on finding she was to become 
a mother decided to quit both for the sake of her 
child. Of course, in her struggle against the desire 
for those things her mind went persistently to the 
coming one. The result— a son who was almost a cof­
fee fiend, and who did not like to read much else but 
novels.

Suppose that prospective mother had decided those 
habits to be unworthy of her and had resolved to 
overcome them for her own sake, did not think of 
her child in that connection but felt that she her­
self would be a better, stronger woman without those 
habits. In such case the result would have been en­
tirely different, and why?

Because Nature is true to her own law, that of like 
producing ifke. In refraining from those things Tor 
the child’s sake the woman was still their lover, and 
Nature transmitted what she herself was, not what 
she desired for her child.

In the supposed case she, in spirit, would have re-



p udiated  both o f the practices she had seen as be­
n eath h e r ; she w ou ld  no longer have loved them, and 
the w ill pow er, the determ ination to overcome, be­
com ing a p art o f herself, N ature, still true to her own 
la w , w ou ld  have m ade th a t force  a part of the inher­
itan ce o f the child. It  is w hat the mothers are, not 
w h at th e y  w ish th e children to be that stamps its im­
press on the em bryo— this as fa r  as extern al condi­
tions w ill perm it.

One more case as a  fu rth er illustration, that of 
Z era C o lb u rn ’s mother. She w as a w eaver. A  pat­
tern  fo r  a co verlet she w ished to w eave she did not 
understand, and she la y  aw ake a ll n ight studying it 
out— so m any threads this w ay, so m any that, and 
so m any the other. She succeeded, not only in solving 

the problem  o f the p attern  but in m aking her son a 
w on derfu l m athem atician. It is not probable that 
she once thought o f her com ing child w hile studying 
the problem  o f the coverlet pattern.

N ow  suppose she had sent the same force of 
thought to her child, desiring it  to be w hat it  really  
became, and w hat w ould have been the natural re­
su lt?  Such a  force turned upon the embryo would 
have disturbed the process of gestation, inevitably 
producin g an instinctive dislike in the child, hence, 
instead o f an aptitude fo r  m athem atics there w ould 
have been an aversion thereto.

A n d  rig h t here are the eugenic w orkers most like­
ly  to m eet defeat, th at is, i f  not disabused of the 
idea th at the in tellect can im prove the human race 
b y  u sin g the same m ethods applied to anim als and 
plants.

N atu re is as u n yield in g as is the chemist. The
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sk illed  housew ife  m a y  p u t h er in gred ien ts  to ge th er 
w ith ou t w eig h in g  o r m easu rin g  an d  p ro d u ce  a good 
re su lt; n o t so in  the ch e m ist’s la b o ra to ry . H ere 
there m ust be e x a ctn e s s ; here there m ust be no va r i-  
ation  fro m N a tu re ’s la w  o f love. W h a t, lo ve  in  chem ­
is try ?  Y es,, th a t w h ich  a ttra c ts  to  u n ite  is in stin ctive  

l ove in  a ll th a t w h ich  is belo w  consciousness, b u t w e 
h ave  not g iv en  it  the nam e u n til it  reach ed  the h u ­
man.

T he wom b is lo v e ’s hum an la b o rato ry, o r rath er, 
N a tu re ’s la b o rato ry  fo r  the d e ve lo p m e n t'o f o u r race, 
and she brooks no in terferen ce  in  h er w o rk . I n te ll i­
gence m ay p u t the in gred ien ts to g e th e r in  the la b o ra ­
to ry  o f  the chem ist but in te llect can  n eith er con trol 
th e ir  a ttraction s n or repulsions, h o w  m uch less then  
can  j t  con trol the elem ents o f  lo v e ’s hum an la b o ra ­

to ry ?  B u t suppose this could  be done, w h a t r ig h t 
have w e w ho d eclare fo r  self-govern m en t to t r y  to  
p attern  another life  a fte r  o u r id eal, even  i f  th a t other 
does come into this life  fro m  o u r call.

The best th in g  a  p ro sp ective  m other can  do fo r  her 
child  is to  love, and leave  it  to  N a tu r e ’s care  w h ile  
she m akes the m ost she can o f  herself. Y e s , lo ve  it, 
but do not live  fo r  i t ; do n ot sacrifice  y o u rs e lf  to it, 
but live  fo r  yo u rse lf, oh b u ild e r o f  the race, m ake 
the most of  yo u rself, liv e  fo r  y o u r  o w n  developm ent. 
Y o u  are the m a te ria f out o f  w h ich  the ra ce  is b uilt, 
and only  as you  liv e  fo r  y o u rs e lf do y o u  liv e  fo r  the 
race.

T rue, y o u  have not been p erm itted  to  do th is in 
the past. Self-sacrifice has been y o u r  app ointed  lot, 
but a  w ave o f h igher th o u g h t is sw eep in g o ve r the 
p lan et; it is the daw ning o f  w om an ’s day. Y e s, self-
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sacrifice has been the lot to w hich woman was ap­
pointed.

Once bound, she must c lin g to, live  fo r a man, be 
his sex slave, must subm it to his embrace no m atter 
how  repulsive he has made him self, and never a 
th ough t o f the child.

B u t now, when wom an is beginning to rebel the 
m ental horizon of our brothers extends to the next 
generation  and th ey  are urgin g  upon her the duty 
o f  choosing the best fath er fo r  her child. She does 
not have to choose.(  N ature does so fo r her. A  woman 
w ill b ear a b etter child  to  an ordinary man to whom 
she is s tro n gly  a ttracted  than to the most superior 
m an th at can be found i f  she has no desire fo r him7 )

The sp irit o f the demand thus made upon woman, 
though not- recognized as such b y  those who make 
it, seems to be that she must not be free, that i f  she 
does not live  for, sacrifice fo r  man she must do so 
fo r  the n ext generation. N ot s o ; as before said, let 
her live  fo r herself, m ake the most of herself.

There are but few  wom en strong enough to so rise 
above existin g  conditions as to bear superior chil­
dren, that is, much above the present best average, 
and to depend on this alone fo r  the elevation of the 
race is a m istake. I f  w e consider w om an’s receptive 
n ature and the reason fo r  it, w e shall realize that 
there is much more to be done.

There is an ancient book, much valued  b y  some 
and repudiated b y  others, w hich says:

‘ ‘ B rea k  up yo u r fa llo w  gro u n d ; sow not among 

th o rn s,”
W h atever m ay be thought o f the book the advice 

is certain ly  good and p articu larly  applicable to the
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subject un d er consideration. In  o rd er to succeed we 
must stu d y  a ll tlie  fa cto rs  in vo lved , the p rin cip a l one 
being w om an herself. She as a  sex, has a  finer nerve 
organ ization  than m an, an d  he, n ot un d erstan d in g 
its  use, looks upon it  as a  w eakn ess.

W hen he finds a  m an o f finer m old, fo r  there are 
exceptions on both sides, the a ve ra g e  m an expresses 
his contem pt b y  say in g , as n ervous as a  w om an. A n d  
such a m an is no better fitted  fo r  m a n ’s tru e  w o rk  
th an  is a co arsely  o rgan ized  w om an fo r  th e  best 
motherhood. M a n ’s tru e  elem ent is s tren g th  and  a 
w ea k  m an can n ot tran sm it strength . W om an  is 
N a tu re ’s refiner, and a coarse w om an does n ot tra n s­
m it refinement.

I t  is throu gh the in teraction  o f these tw o fo rces or 
facto rs th at the race clim bs the s ta irw a y  o f  e vo lu ­
tion. F o r  an illustration  o f the purpose o f  w o m a n ’s 
sensitive nerves go w ith  me, please, to  the room  of 
the ph otographer and te ll him y o u  w an t y o u r  lik e ­
ness taken . Oh, yes, a ll r ig h t. H e first ta k es  a 
p late  of the required size w hich  he co vers w ith  a film  
th a t he ca refu lly  sensitizes w ith  chem icals. S e n s i­
tized, w h a t ’s that fo r  ?

So the vibrations o f the atm osphere as reflected  
from  yo u r person can m ake an im pression upon it. 
Sensitized, yes, or you could not get a  likeness. Y o u  
d o n ’t  understand ? Do yo u  not kn ow  the atm osphere 
m oves in  w a v e s ; true, you  can not see th e m ; hold 
out yo u r hand and you  do not fee l them , b u t u n co ver 
the nerve o f a tooth and then see ?

The nerve is sensitive, is easily  affected , hence 
those w aves or vibrations p en etrate its  v e ry  sub­
stance. U ntil the film on th at p late has been m ade
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sensitive it w ould no more take  an impression of your 
face  than w ill the back of your hand. A  w om an’s 
nerves are sensitive fo r  the same reason^ to receive, 
and transm it im pressions to the coming one lying 
beneath her heart.

W ell, the a rtist has taken  the impression but when 
he exam ines it  he says:

“ Y o u  w ill have to sit a g a in ; this one is spoiled.”
“ W h y, w h a t ’s the m a tte r? ”
“ J u st as I uncovered the lens a fly lit on your 

n ose.”
‘ ‘ Could you  not tak e  the p icture and leave out the 

f ly ? ”
“ N o ; a ll th at comes w ith in  the range o f the lens 

w ill show in the developm ent.”
Y o u  w ill now  see the application o f that old te x t: 

“ B rea k  up yo u r fa llo w  gro u n d ,”  etc. Remem bering 
that it  is the office o f w om an’s nerves to transm it im­
pressions, w hat to-day are the conditions fo r child 
culture ?

T hin k o f the w ro n g and outrage w ith  w hich earth 
is f ille d ; th in k o f the vibrations com ing from  the in­
d ign an t and outraged souls o f those who have been 
pressed dow n step b y  step to the low er depths of 
p rostitu tion ; th in k o f the vibrations com ing from  
slums, sw eat shops, prisons, asylum s, and a ll the 
other evils caused b y  w om an ’s sex enslavem ent. 
T h in k  o f a ll this and then say  i f  there is  not some­
th in g more to  be done before w e can have much 
b etter born children.

“ Oh, but w om an must m ake herself positive to 
such conditions.”

Oh, man, w hoever yo u  are, w ait until you  are a
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w om an befo re  y o u  a ttem p t to  te ll  w h a t a wom an 
should do. N a tu re  has h eld  w om an to  a  lo w er plane 
o f  sensitiveness, o r w ith  h e r re c e p tiv ity , h e r children 
w ou ld  be w orse  than  th e y  are. H e r sons a re  subm is­
sive to  the pow ers th a t be because o f  h e r  p ast recep­
t iv it y  to  the tea ch in g  o f  w ife ly  subm ission, and her 

dau gh ters are v a in  an d  fo olish  fro m  th e  sam e cause. 
M others, o ccu p y in g  a lo w e r p ositio n  th an  th e y  
should, can  not tran sm it the stre n g th  o f  ch a ra cter 
w h ich  w ou ld  enable th e ir  ch ildren  to rise  h igh er.

I t  is w ell kn o w n  th a t p ast c iv iliza tio n s, one a fte r  
another, have fa iled . A  recen t w r ite r  say s th a t the 
conditions o f our p resent c iv iliza tio n  are the sam e as 
to  th e  gen eral sp irit, as w ere  those w h ich  h a ve  p re ­
v io u sly  fa ile d , and th a t, unless th ere  is a ra d ica l 
change this too m ust perish , th a t n o th in g  can  sav e  it.

W e  do not w an t to save it, b u t w e  do w a n t the 
stro n g  souls o f the advan ce  g u ard  to  send out a 
m ental, and i f  necessary, a  m ateria l fo rce  w h ich  w ill  
m ake it  possible to usher in  a n ew  and  h ig h er order 
o f life . Said  w riter adm its th a t there m ust be r e v o ­
lution  b u t hopes fo r  a p eaceable one.

W e shall be v e ry  g la d  i f  this can be done, g la d  i f  
the confliet ean  be tra n sferred  fro m  the p h y s ica l to 
the mental, but better a carn age of b lood th an  th a t 
this so-called civilization  should topp le  into  the abyss 
w ith  none prepared to b rin g  in the N E W .

.__ TJns_^artb js_a germ  from  the tree o f L ife  Uni-
versal. A ll  the heaven there is anyw here in the u n i­
verse is here to be developed b y  hum an in te lligen ce  
actin g in harm ony w ith  M other N a tu r e ; b u t i f  there 
is an attem pt to cross her tra ck , to come betw een  h er 
and her w ork, then bew are o f results.
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The m oney power is ruining our civilization, is the 
verd ict. W ell, w h at is to be done about it? A re you 
seekin g to remove the cause w hich produces this 
b a lefu l pow er? Y o u  do not even know  w hat that 
cause is. Y o u  give various reasons, but you deal 
w ith  effects o n ly ; when it  is once understood that sex 
contains all, th at it is creative on w hatever plane its 
tw o facto rs blend, the ru lin g  facto r of the union giv­
in g ch aracter to that w hich is created, you w ill begin 
to understand.

W h ich  o f the tw o is the ru ling facto r in the sex- 
union o f men and women today? In  m arriage, no 
m atter how little  o r how much love there may be the 
leg a l basis is a financial one. The woman pledges her , 
sex, and the man pledges support. In  the most of 
the states o f the union, i f  he fa il on his part she is 
entitled  to a divorce, and i f  she refuse sex service . 
he can get one, send her out o f his home, and buy 
another woman on the same terms. I f  legal m arriage 
is not a financial transaction I do not know  w hat it  is. 1

R ig h t here is the root o f the money power, in the 
fa c t  that w om an ’s sex is bought and sold, legally  or 
illeg a lly . U n til this is changed, until Love reigns 
alone, in the sphere o f the creative, civilizations must 
perish  because o f their one-sidedness.

W o u ld  you have wom an bear and support the 
children  w ith  no aid from  the fa th er is the question 
asked.

A n d  do you th in k man w ould do nothing fo r  the 
w om an he loves i f  the la w  did not so compel him? 
I f  so, you  do not understand his better nature, that 
b etter p art w hich w ould come to the surface in the 
sunshine o f freedom . M an loves to do fo r  the woman
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he loves and finds com pensation  in  so doin g. It  is 
the bondage to w h ich  he is su b je c t th a t m akes him 
w hat he is, a  bondage w h ich  in  his ign o ran ce  he has 
p laced  upon h im self as w e ll as upon w om an. T ak e 
a w a y  the la w  re g u la tin g  th e  re latio n  betw een  the 
sexes and I  w ill r isk  eith er w om en or ch ild ren  bein g 

le ft  to w ant.
A n d  y et, w ith  a ll his poetic e x a lta tio n  o f  w om an, 

m an does not y e t  va lu e  h er h ig h  enough to see th a t 
she m ust becom e the b a lan cin g  j jo w e r  befo re  there 
can be an en d u rin g c iv ilizatio n , an d  fo r  such en d u r­
ance there m ust also be sex  p u rity , n ot a cco rd in g  to 
presen t ideals, b u t fro m  N a tu r e ’s stan dp oin t. M o th er 
N atu re  counts a ll sex  re latio n s im p ure th a t are  not 
m u tu ally  desired, and  such m u tu a lity  cann ot be se­

cured as lo n g  as w om an is  in  a n y  m easure su b ject to 
man. A  w om an w ho is re a lly  fre e  w ill  n ot a ccep t 
w h at she does n ot w an t, hence h er fu l l  freedom  p ro ­
vid es th e  only  w a y  in  w h ich  se x  p u r ity  can  be se­
cured.

P rofessor L a rk in  tak es th e  r ig h t  gro u n d  w h en  he ■    —  —*• _
concedes to  w om an the in heren t r ig h t  to s a y  w hen  
she w ill bear a ch ild  an d  w ho sh all be its  fa th e r, b u t 
in  his fu rth er rem arks he does n o t c a rr y  o u t the 
prin ciples he thus enunciates. H e s a y s :
{ “ I  have seen hundreds d y in g  b y  inches im m ersed 

in_each  oth e r ’s unharm onic a u ra s! T h e tim e w ill 
come w hen eugenic societies w ill  see to  i t  th a t p airs 
shall not be joined w here th e ir au ras are  in  u n h a r­
m onic oscillation. S k illed  m entalists w ill  read  the 
auras o f those who th in k  o f  m a rry in g  and  p ro h ib it 
the union i f  out o f tune.

There is freedom  w ith  a chain attach ed , an d  here
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again  is wom an under-rated— the fact that in fre e ­
dom she w ill be entirely  capable o f choosing fo r her­
self ignored. Does not Professor L arkin  know  that 
auras not in harm ony do not attract each other, and ' )  
that in freedom  wom an w ill choose only as she is * 
attracted ? A n d  does he not also know  that auras /  
w hich are harmonious at one time m ay become in­
harm onious at another?

I f  there is no outside pressure to hold couples to-' 
gether this m atter w ill regulate  itself.

There is no h a lf w a y  stopping place between the 
old and the new. W om an must be w holly free before 
the race can rise above its present condition.

Instead o f child culture I would have the move­
m ent called  eugenics named woman culture. I 
w ou ld  have w om an realize that before she can be 
herself in a true w om anly sense she must repudiate 
every  bond that man has put upon her. I  w ould have 
her tau gh t to so respect herself that the man she 
favo rs w ill not dare despise her because she has not 
asked permission of the law , fo r he w ill know  that 
i f  he is false to honor he cannot drag  her down 
but he w ill become the outcast.

A s  to our progressive women, they must decide if  
th e y  w ill become m others or not, but i f  some are 
stron g enough to do so in freedom, not asking per­
mission o f human law , such women w ill be the 
honored o f the ages when men and women now  so 
called, w ill have become such in fact. Such a woman, 
one who w ith  head erect and a positive sphere which 
throw s back the condem ning vibrations com ing from  
sm all minds, one who respects herself and forces 
respect from  others, such a wom an is greater than
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Jesus on the cross o r D a n iel in  a  den o f  lions, for 
before the m a jesty  o f h er w om an hood the lions flee 
and the cross d isappears. Such  a w om an, i f  she 
m ake not the m istake o f  t r y in g  to  m old  h er child 
a fte r  a  p attern , b u t sim p ly  lo ves and leaves it  to 
N atu re, m ay becom e the m other o f  ch ild ren  o f whom  
it m ay be said , “ O ne sh a ll chase a  th o u san d  and tw o 

p u t ten  thousand to f lig h t,”  and w e  n eed such  to  aid 
in  usherin g jn  the n ew  and ju s t  c iv iliza tio n  fo r  w hich 

the h eart o f H u m an ity  is ca llin g .
W h en  past civ ilizatio n s fa ile d  th e y  d id  so because 

o f there ow n d ry  rot. T h ere  w a s  no redeem in g 
p ow er, none w h o h ad  the stre n g th  to  step  upon a 
h igher p la n e ; none w ho saw  th a t the cause o f  such 
fa ilu re  w as the one-sidedness w h ich  k e p t w om an  
from  becom ing the b a lan cin g  p o w er. W e  do begin  

to see t h is ; th erefo re  th ere  is hope th a t the n ew , the 
h igher m ay  rise out o f the w re c k  o f  the old. B u t  in 
order to do this w om an m ust cease su sta in in g  m a n ’s 
methods, m ust begin  to th in k  fo r  herself.

Gene ra l S ch le y  to ld  the h ig h  school g ir ls  o f  P h ila ­
delphia th a t it  is the w om an behind th e  m an behind 
the gu n  th a t w ins the v ic to ry . L e t  th e  w om an get 
a w ay  from  behind the m an and he w ill  g e t  a w a y  
from  behind__the gun. D id  a ll w om en fe e l as I  do 
about w ar men w ou ld  n ot figh t, th e y  could  not other 
than in self-defense and there w ou ld  be no ca ll fo r  
that, fo r  a nation o f w om en w ho re fu sed  to  honor the 
soldier w ould send out such fo rce fu l v ib ra tio n s  th a t 
there w ould be none to a tta ck . I f  the lion  tam er 
can subdue the k in g  o f b e a sts .w ith  his stro n g  w ill, 
surely , a nation o f w om en w ho centered  th e ir  m ental 
forces against w a r could hold off enem ies in the



shape of beastly  men directed by generals more 
beastly  than they.

S till another poin t: (W h en  woman is w holly free 
there w ill be no conflict in L if e ’s human creatory, 
hence no w a r spirit generated, and w ar w ithout the 
w ar sp irit is im possible.')

Oh th at wom an coulcT realize her power and then 
turn  it  again st a  system  w hich in evitably produces 
ju s t  w hat w e have. Once wom an counted fru itfu l­
ness as her g lo r y ; now  she shrinks from  the burden 
o f child  bearing, and is there not a reason, one that 
Theodore R oosevelt does not perceive when he talks 
o f  race suicide ? A s  I read this revolt against mother­
hood it  is an unconscious but real protest against a 
system  so destructive o f human life  that one-half the 
children  born die before th ey  are five years o f age, 
and also against the sav ag ery  o f w ar and the dis­
eases j& m in g from  the prostitution  of  w om an.

The language o f  this revolt, as read b y  those whose 
inner sigh t is open i s :

“ W e are tired  o f rearin g sons to be shot down at 
the command o f govern m en t; w e are tired  o f seeing 
our daughters the victim s o f m an ’s ignorance and 
passion till their dishonored and diseased bodies are 
carted  to  the p o tte r ’s field ; w e are tired o f gestating 
children under conditions w hich necessitate that the 
germ s o f disease and crime must be born w ith  them .”

B u t now  this in stinctive protest is evoluting into 
a  conscious, an in te lligen t protest, as is evidenced 
in the form ation o f eugenic societies fo r the study 
o f the la w  o f human generation. Y es, wom an is go­
in g  to Study this question, and w hen she finds that 
the fru its  o f  paradise cannot be p erfected amid

V  ,  . 1 . J  *1 -  Vv' * , « . X .  f f 7  * • 4 n  < .  V  C__ J\
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t h e jja m e s  o f  h e ll, w hen she finds th a t w ith  her re­
ceptive organ ization  she can n ot w h o lly  escape the 
.vibrations w hich  come fro m  the h o rrib le  p laces w ith  
w hich earth  is dotted, b u t m ust tra n sm it in a degree 
som ething o f th a t w h ich  so fills the m en tal and  m oral 
atm osphere, then  she w ill  tu rn  her fo rce  a g a in st the 
system  w hich  produces these conditions.

T hen she w ill becom e the w om an clo th ed  w ith  the 
sun and the moon un der h er fe e t— no lo n g er sh in ing 
in  the reflected lig h t  o f m a n ’s g lo ry , b u t b rig h t in 
the effulgence o f her ow n selfhood.

T he m an child  w hich th a t old, sym bolic book de­
clares the w om an clothed  w ith  the sun should  b rin g  
fo rth  is the positive  m en ta lity  o f  h er selfhood  go in g  
fo rth  in the stro n g  vib ratio n s o f  h er m o th er lo ve , a 
power, w hich  once aroused w ill d isin tegrate , b re a k  in  
pieces a ll th a t stands across the p ath s o f  hum an 
progress.
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SE C O N D  L E SSO N .

In  m y first lesson I  could only touch upon import­
ant points w hich need a more fu ll elucidation. The 
burden  o f m y argum ent w as against the idea that the 
in te llect can control the gestating o f children. The 
in te llect m ay d irect the m other’s mind to w orthy 
objects fo r  self-im provem ent. The intellect m ay see 
to it  th at the prospective mother has the best condi­
tions possible fo r  her com fort and happiness, and the 
stron gest incentives to interest and unfold her own 
mind, but w hen it  comes to the inscrutable forces of 
gestation, even the m other’s m ind should not be 
directed  to the com ing one other than to love it.

No ideal pattern  o f w hat she desires her child to 
be should be form ed in her mind. Here, trust in 
M other N atu re is the faith  w hich brings the best re­
sults. N ature shows w onderful skill, when condi­
tions perm it it, in  doing the best possible fo r the 
child, even to eradicatin g undesirable hereditary 
traits. I  w ill g ive  one case.

A  wom an had a drinkin g husband by whom she 
bore several sons a ll but one o f whom follow ed in 
the footsteps o f the father. T h at one had no desire 
fo r  liquor and the m other kn ew  w hy. D u rin g his 
gestation she visited  at the home o f her husband’s 
fath er. There w as a bottle o f  brandy in the old
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gen tlem an ’s room and th ere  cam e o ve r h er an in­
tense desire fo r  some o f it  b u t she d are  not s a y  so. 
T he fath er-in -law  seem ed to sense h er desire  fo r  he 
p laced  the b o ttle  n ear her and  th en  le f t  the room. 
She d ran k  a ll she w an ted . T h a t son w as a  sober 
man. N atu re  had satisfied  the h e re d ita ry  hunger, 
w hile  the ch ild  w as y e t  in  th e  w om b and in  d o in g  so 
erad icated  it.

W h y  w ere n ot the other sons saved  in  th e  same 
w a y ?  S im p ly  because the con dition s th a t  w ou ld  
p erm it o f it  d id  not again  occur. N a tu re  does not 
vio late  the la w  o f conditions b u t does the best she 
can un der them.

T h in k  o f the w isdom  o f th a t in stin ctive  m a n ife sta ­
tion of U n iversal L ove, and y e t  I  h ave  been rep ro ved  
fo r  say in g  th at no ch ild  is born  outside o f  it, the 
w riter  claim ing th a t w h a t I  ca ll in stin ctiv e  lo ve  is 
sim ply the la w  o f g ra v ity . C an the la w  o f g r a v ity  
produce a result lik e  th a t above stated ?  M a n y  a 
child  is born outside the p ale  o f hum an love, b u t not 
outside the pale o f L ove  U n iversal.

The eugenic societies o f C a lifo rn ia  h ave  filed  a r t i­
cles of incorporation, claim ing th e ir  o b ject to be to 
so fu rth er the stu d y o f the science o f p ro p a g a tin g  the 
hum an race as w ill lead  to the h ig h est a tta in m en t in 
m ankind sp iritually , m entally, m o ra lly  and p h y s ic­

ally.

No fa u lt can be found w ith  th a t purpose, but is 
propagation all the service that sex  bestow s upon 
the race? Should not eugenic societies in v estig ate  
on this line, fo r  a  m istake here m ay m ean so m uch. 
Y es, w e should tr y  to understand i f  there is not



another road to hum an culture, human improvement 
than through offspring.

I find on first page o f L u cifer No. 1 0 9 0 , an article 
b y  Gideon D eitrick  w hich in substance, is the same as 
th at found on page 4 1  o f the O ccult Forces o f Sex, 
to-w it, a recognition  o f other use in sex association 
than the propagation  of physical bodies. The para­
grap h reads as fo llo w s:

“ I f  w e teach our children that physical propaga­
tion  is only the vestibule o f sex use, i f  w e can bring 
them  to recognize this sp iritual law , th ey  w ill refine 
so fa st du rin g  the first few  years of m arried life  
th at a fte r  the b irth  o f one, tw o, or three children 
prop agation  w ill cease, but the office o f sex w ill con­
tinue b y  bein g prom oted to m ental and spiritual uses, 
not by  the sex life  passing d irectly  to the brain but 
b y  the la tte r app rop riatin g the life  force generated 
in sex com m erce.”

A n other testim ony to the fa c t  that sex has other 
use than th at o f reproduction is found in the w rit­
in gs of the venerable D r. E . B . Foot, w ho has re­
ce n tly  passed to the unseen life. He says.

“ People o f both sexes gen erally  recognize the fact 
o f  sexual a ttra ctio n ; fe w  have given  the least atten­
tion to the subtle elem ent w hich constitutes it. This 
elem ent is found to  be not only a  nutrient but a 
stim ulant more potent than alcohol and n aturally  
possessing none o f the injurious qualities o f the 
latter. It  gives vigor, and in re a lity  im parts erectile 
p ow er to a ll the tissues o f the body and aids in g iv in g 
plum pness o f fo rm ; it  stim ulates ambition, im parts 
e la stic ity  to the muscles and brillian cy  to the eye of 
those favored  w ith  its influence.”
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“ B o th  sexes h a ve  an a p p etite  fo r  it, and fre ­
q u en tly  w ith o u t k n o w in g  it. T h e y  lo n g  fo r  some­

th in g , th e y  kn o w  n ot w h a t, and  seek  to appease an 
indefinable desire b y  re so rtin g  to n arco tics, stim u­
lan ts and nervin es. H erein  dru n k en n ess has an incen­
tive , w h ich  has, p erh aps, n e v e r b efo re  been th ough t 

of. B u t  it  is a fa c t  th a t w ith  th e  im p erfect social 
arran gem en ts w hich  ch a ra cterize  o u r so-called  c iv i­
lizatio n , th a t m en and w om en go up  and  d o w n  the 

earth  fam ish in g fo r  som ethin g th e y  can n o t o r w ill 
n ot te ll w h at— an d fin a lly  in  th e ir  b lin d  search  fo r 
w h at th e ir  system s crav e, ta k e  to  liq u o r, to b acco  or 

op iu m .”

Such is the testim o n y o f  one w ho stu d ied  a lon g 

th is line fo r  m ore than  fo r ty  y ea rs, a c le a r  th in ker, 
an outspoken, honest h earted  sea rch er a fte r  tru th . 
H is conclusion is :  ( T h e  sexes need each  other. 

T housands m ore kn o w  th is to  be tru e, b u t are  so 
bound b y  la w , p ublic  opinion, o r the b rea d  and 
b u tter question th e y  d are  n ot sa y  so b u t do th e  best 

'th e y  can fo r  them selves in  an  un d erh an d ed  w a y .

I  have th is to s a y : H a d  I a lw a y s  w a lk e d  M other 
G ru n d y ’s ch a lk  line m y b o d y  w ou ld  h a ve  been dust 
long ago. N ow , i f  a n y  one w an ts to  h o w l le t  them  

do so to their h e a r t ’s content.

W h at w ill eugenic societies do w ith  th is  question  1 
W ill they  ignore it  and confine them selves to  the 
low est phase o f sex use, p ro p agatio n — yes, the low est 
fise, fo r it  is certain ly  a g rea ter use to  so conserve 
sex as to retain the vigor, youth , p ow er o f  1 hat w hich 
is already born, and in increased ratio , th an  to create  
another body, leavin g the first to die, w h .le  the la tte r



m ust go through the same experience, die to give 
p lace to another.

A ll the above vigor, youth, power, and more, may//<n 
be realized when the higher use of sex is understood 
and lived. W ill eugenic societies recognize this 
h ig h er use or w ill they  confine themselves to the 
p rop agate phase? I f  the latter, and in w orking on 
th at line th ey  put im pedim ents in the w ay of the 
h igh er rise, th ey  w ill find that results are as the 
apples o f Sodom.

The present standard, that regulated by legal 
statute, has harm ed the race more than words can 
express, and y e t a prom inent w orker in eugenics 
is reported as say in g:

“ W e should legislate to make the human race 
better. The present tendency to habits o f degen­
eracy  is appalling. Law s, such as have been fram ed 
in Indiana, should be fram ed here, (C aliforn ia) to 
govern  m arriages and demand a certain  standard of 
physical and m ental w ell b e in g .”

A n d  do you think, m y dear A — , that you can put 
a stop to intercourse between the sexes by refusing 
them  the sanction o f the law  ?

I can im agine the fo llo w in g rep ly  to m y question: 
“ Perhaps not, but th ey  w ill be careful not to become 
p aren ts.”  In  other w ords, i f  such union brings con­
ception they w ill destroy their offspring. No tend­
ency to degeneracy in  t h a t ! O f course not. N ature 
tells a d ifferent sto ry ; th a t w hich is done b y  the 
outcast sends its vibrations upon the recognized who 
are sure to be more or less affected thereby.

The president o f the San F rancisco eugenie-dub 
s a y s : ‘ 1 O ur purpose is to better the human race, and
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people should be educated to make better selections 
in marriage.”  Here, too, restriction is implied, 
woman’s freedom ignored.

We have no fault to find with your purpose, sir, 
but the purpose of the churches, of temperance socie­
ties, and many other organized bodies is to make 
people better, but what has been their success? By 
robbing them of their natural rights at the dictates 
of a false morality sustained by legal enactments, 
they have driven people to desperation, and no won­
der the tendency to degenerate habits is appalling.

And eugenic workers, so far as two of the promi­
nent ones express themselves, are doing no better. 
Not even an implied recognition of any use, any 
benefit in sex association to the parties themselves—  
the only use the perpetuation of the race, a select 
few for this purpose, and all others denied the right 
which is naturally theirs. When I contemplate the 
inevitable results of such legislation I stand appalled.

Look at what we have to-day with a law regulated 
sex life and a public opinion which sustains said law. 
In_the city of Chicago 30,000 abortions from illegal 
intercourse and 10,000 from the law allowed relation 
of marriage, the mothers of whom refused to bear the 
burden thrust upon them, 40,000 in one city in one 
year! How many, suppose you, in these United 
States? How long will it take to bring the murders 
of_the unborn up into-millions?

But more than this: statistics tell us that one-half 
the children who are permitted to see the light die 
before they are five years of age because of the eco­
nomic and social conditions furnished. What of race



ders, insane people, etc., resulting from unsatisfac­
tory legal relations cannot be known; also the num­
ber of deaths caused by the diseases generated in 
brothels, the fruits of a law-enforced sex morality, 
and yet these representative eugenic workers call for 
more stringent laws. I hope there are but few such. 
I know of one at least who declares emphatically for 
woman’s full right to herself, declares this publicly, 
fearlessly.

Only those who declare for the FULL FREEDOM 
of woman are even looking toward that which will 
bring race elevation. And that reminds of a state­
ment made by a gentleman at the close of my first 
lecture on this subject, said in partial refutation of 
the claim that woman is enslaved. “ The law,”  said 
he, “ in some respects favors woman above man; that 
he was often solicited by women on the street, and 
they were not arrested, but if he should approach a 
woman in the same way he would be arrested.”

Men do not have to do that kind of soliciting to 
obtain the means needed for bread and shelter, and 
wliat those women do is but a perverted use of a 
natural right; though it is terrible that they should 
be forced to use that right under such conditions.

That despised class of men known as freelovers 
claim that no man has the right to approach a woman 
until she indicates her desire; if they live it is an­
other question. Some of them do, then complain be­
cause neglected, but the position taken is correct. 
When woman is really free that principle will be 
lived.

I have spoken of sex disease. It is a prevailing 
curse in all lands. As an illustration of its preva-
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lence in  our la rg e  c ities  I  quote the fo llo w in g  from  
an address b y  E . H . B onn b e fo re  the S o c ie ty  o f  M edi­
cal Jurisp ru d en ce held  in  N ew  Y o r k  C ity  the date of 
w hich  m eetin g I  fo rg o t  to  ta k e . D r. B en n  s a y s :

“ W ith in  a  fe w  d a y s  p a st I  h ave  seen some sta­
tistics  o f  the diseases caused  b y  p u b lic  p rostitu tion  

in  N ew  Y o r k  C ity  and  K in g s  Co. in  1 8 5 7  w hen  the 
popu lation  o f  th is c ity  w as less th a n  7 0 0 , 0 0 0  and  that 
o f  B ro o k ly n  m uch less th an  it  is n o w ; an d  I w as sur­

prised  to learn  th a t in  th a t y e a r  1 4 , 7 7 0  persons were 
treated  in  the p u b lic  in stitu tio n s o f  N ew  Y o r k  C ity  

and K in g s  Co. fo r  syp h ilis. T h a t is  o r w as  estim ated 
to be about one-fourth  the n um ber tre a te d  in  p rivate  
p ractice, thus m a k in g  abou t 7 4 , 0 0 0  p a tien ts  fo r  that 
terrib le  disease in those tw o  c ities  in  a s in g le  y ea r  

w hen the popu lation  w as less th a n  h a lf  it  is now. 
W h en  w e consider th a t th is disease is h ere d itary , 

and is tran sm itted  fro m  p aren t to  ch ild , th a t this 
sin o f the p aren ts is v is ited  upon the ch ild ren , not 
only to  the th ird  and fo u rth  gen eration s, b u t fa r  
beyond th at, w e get some idea o f  th e  m agn itu d e  of 

this evil in one aspect o f  the ca s e .”

D r. Benn could find no statistics  ta k e n  a fte r  the 
year named. W h a t w as the reason ? W a s  the result 
so alarm ing th at th e y  dare n ot go on w ith  th e ir 
statistic ta k in g  ? I f  ceasin g to tab u late  them  d id  a w a y  
w ith  the facts  it  w ould be w ell to  do so, b u t ign o rin g  
an evil does not cure it.

This terrib le  disease is w orse th an  w a r  fo r  those 
who die in battle  do not continue to  poison  com ing 
generations. Those w ho h ave  m ade th is su b ject 
a study, declare th at not one fa m ily  in  ten  can  show



a record d e a r  from  some form of this scourge, this 
result o f the sex-enslavem ent of woman.

Oh, M others of the ra c e ! your children are perish­
in g ! T hey stretch their hands to you for h ed p ; and 
w here should a child go but to its mother! Yes, 
yo u  w ill help i f  you can only find the w ay. The w ay 
is in yo u r hands. D eclare your freedom, your right 
to yourselves. There is no other w ay. The blood 
o f the race is con tin ually  being poisoned and how 
can it  be elevated so long as this poisoning continues?

W ith in  a short tim e I have challenged the whole 
m edical fra tern ity , provided that a ll the parties are 
h e alth y  to commence w ith  to find a case o f sex dis­
ease w here w om an received only when she desired 
and from  whom  she desired, no m atter whether her 
n ature w as diffusive or exclusive, w hether she had 
one or m any lovers.

H ere lies the rem edy, in the freedom o f woman. 
T he above challenge w ent out through a w idely cir­
culated  jo u rn al but not a peep in response. T hey 
dared not meet th a t challenge w hich I here repeat. 
H ow  much progress can be made in elevating the 
race until its blood is purged o f sex disease ?

There are a lw ays tw o factors in the production of 
any disease. E very th in g  has tw o parents. Into 
how  m any conditions the syphilis vibrations enter 
to  produce different diseases w e do not know  but that 
it  is one o f the factors in the production o f small­
pox I  am fu lly  satisfied. Eugenic Societies, then 
should advocate that w hich w ill eradicate sex dis­
ease. W h at a step upw ard that would be and how 
can it  be done?

I f  there are no undesired sex relations there will



be no sex  d isease. F re e  w om an  a ck n o w le d g e  her 
right__to h e r ow n p erson  and  th ere  w ill  be no un ­
desired sex  relation s.

f  A n y  w om an w ho is a t a ll sen sitiv e  sh rin k s w ith  
/  h o rro r from  an unw elcom e em brace, and w ere  she 

free  in  fa c t, she n ev er w o u ld  a ccep t w h ere  she did 
not desire.

In  a ll m y question ing o f  p h y sician s  o f  both sexes, 
/ and o f other m en and w om en o f in te llig e n ce , I  have 

a lw a y s  foun d a re a d y  response to  th e  tru th  o f  the 
claim  th a t i f  w om an n ev er rece ive d  o n ly  w hen  she 
desired and' from  w hom  she desired  sex  disease w ould 

n ever result.
T rue, to secure to w om an  the con dition s o f  such 

freedom  w ill  revo lu tio n ize  th e  in stitu tio n s o f  so- 
called  civ ilizatio n s fro m  to p  to  bottom , b u t sh a ll th a t 
w hich is d estro yin g  th e  race  b e  le f t  u n d istu rb ed  b y  
eugenic societies lest th ere  com e th e  s tru g g le  o f 
revolution.

Go to w o r k ; sow  y o u r seed, m ake y o u r  effo rts 
in  the th o rn y  field o f p resen t con dition s, do th is  be­
cause not stro n g enough, courageous enough to  break 
up the fa llo w  ground and see how  m uch success you 
w ill have. The eugenics th a t ta k es  r ig h t  h old  ot 
the w ork  b y  goin g to bed-rock causes o f ra ce  d egra  
dation calls fo r  va lia n t h earted  souls.

In  stu d yin g the law s, p rin cip les w h ich  applied 
w ill brin g  w hat the h eart o f H u m an ity  is c a llin g  fo r, 
w e should accept no person, no book as au th o rity , 
b u t when w e find in N atu re the p rin cip les w h ich  ca r­
ried to  tlieir u ltim ate w ill m ore th an  fu lfill bible 
prophecies, w ill do so in a  la rger, g ra n d e r sense 
than human ignorance has ever im agin ed, w e m ay
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ta k e  those prophecies as reflections, shadows of 
w h at is inherent in the bosom of our Mother, Nature, 
w a itin g  fo r  the evolution w hich w ill bring their 
h igh er fu fillm en t; h igher than human ignorance 
could im agine w hen they clothed their narrow con­
ceptions in creeds. . •

H ow  those creeds have cram ped our growth, but 
th e y  are no longer held in violate and the larger 
m eaning o f w hat they represent w ill grind them to 
dust, fo r  the stone w hich the builders have rejected 
w ill y e t  become the g lo ry  o f T ru th ’s enduring Tem­
ple.

A s  one illustration  of the crudeness of the earlier 
conceptions o f bible m eanings we w ill take the old 
idea  o f the resurrection o f the body. W h at an ab­
s u rd ity ; w h at violation  of natural la w ! Science has 
laughed the Christian w orld out o f the expectation 
o f a  visib le  resurrection o f once buried bodies at 
the ca ll o f G ab rie l’s trum pet, but the persistence of 
u n d yin g tru th  remains. The once indw elling life  
does not resume its old body but through the chem­
is try  of sp iritualized  sex aura it  attracts from  ma­
teria l surroundings a tem porary body and w e call 
it  m aterialization.

W hen the evolutionary stages o f this form  of re­
embodiment are complete, then one who so takes on 
a  b o d y  can hold it  a t  w ill. I t  is not Jesus who is 
the resurrection and the life , but N a tu re ’s own 
la w  w hich perceived both b y  those here and those 
in the unseen life , th at is bein g grasped and ap­
plied.

One o f the declared purposes o f  the California 
E ugen ic A ssociation is, “ to encourage am ong its
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m em bers and others an  in tim a te  acq u a in tan ce  w ith 
and kn o w led ge o f  the la w s  g o v e rn in g  th e  propoga- 
tion  o f the hum an species and  a p p ly  the sam e to the 
up b u ild in g  o f  m a n k in d .”

This is w e ll as f a r  as it  goes. I t  w ill  encourage 
respect fo r  sex, w ill  ta k e  it  o u t o f  th e  obscene list, 

and thus w ill  ten d  to  e le va te  th a t fro m  w hich  we 
in h erit our bodies, b u t w h y  stop  w ith  p ro p agatio n ? 

W h y  not seek to un d erstan d  sex  in  its  b ro a d est deep­
est m eaning?

So f a r  as I  h ave  observed, in stead  o f reveren tly  
s tu d y in g  the la w s w h ich  go v ern  even  the first phase 
o f  sex  use, p ro p agatio n , each  one a p p ea rs  to  be clam ­
o rin g fo r  the enforcem en t o f  her o r his ow n  idea 

o f w h at should be done, and  do_not seem  to  h a v e  the 
least idea  th a t th ere  can  be other use fo r  se x  than 

the prop agatio n  o f p h y sicaL b o d ies . T h e  p o ssib ility  

o f renew ing, re-gen eratin g  o u r ow n  bodies b y  the 
rig h t use o f the sex  fo u n ta in s does n ot en ter their 
thoughts, and y e t lf l is js u r e  to  com e tru e  som etim e.

W here is m y p ro o f ? M y  p ro o f lies in  the fa c t  th at 
som ething cannot be affected  b y  n oth in g . T h a t 
w hich exists cannot b e  affected , d istu rbed , a ttra cte d  
or repelled b y  w h at has no existen ce. W e  a r e ;  we 
exist, and w e cannot be a ffected  b y  w h a t is n eith er in 
the actual n or in the possible. (O ur_race has been a f­
fected, J s  now, w ith  the id ea  th a t th ere  is a  h ig h er 
use in sex than th a t of_the creatio n  o f  o ffsp rin g, 
have sensed th a t there is a  re g e n e ra tive  as w e ll as  

a  generative _use, therefore,, there, is  a  h ig h e r use. 
' The proof is as stron g as th e  axiom s o f m athem e- 

matics.

The idea o f p rolonging life  throu gh the use o f  sex
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is older than  C h ristan ity. E astern  adepts have ex­
perim ented in  th a t line fo r  ages. W h y  then, have 
th e y  fa ile d  ?

B ecau se th e y  m ade the same m istake that w e are | 
m akin g. Because th ey  believed the attraction, the de- i 
sire w hich  d raw s the sexes togeth er to be low,
S e x  desire w as looked upon as proceeding from  the / 
“ low er n a tu re ” , and must be overcome. So those > 
E astern  w ise ones w ho sough t in this direction separ- > >
ated them selves fro m  wom en, and b y  seeking to turn ' 
the sex  life  in w ard  and up w ard  hoped to gain  the \ 
ob ject o f  their quest. T h ey developed w onderful i 
sp iritu a l powers, but fa ile d  in prolonging physical / 
life.

H ow  could th e y  expect to succed in the direction 
o f the body w hen keepin g the physical life  factors 
a p art?  but this recreatin g pow er o f sex upon the 
body exists and w e shall y e t find and ap p ly  it.

The recent m in glin g o f the m agnetic life  currents 
o f  the O rient and the O ccident, has form ed the 
m atrix , as it  w ere, fo r  the b irth  and realization of 
h igher tru th s than  have hitherto found intelligent 
expression on this planet, and eugenic societies must 
recognize such h igher truths as connected w ith  sex 
i f  th ey  w ould m ake lastin g progress in  their w ork.

B u t though it needs th at these higher truths be 
recognized in  order to a steady progress tow ard 
th eir realization, it  w ill be m any years before people 
gen era lly  w ill com prehend the fu ll connection o f 
sex  w ith  the u n fold in g g lo ry  o f our race, w e w ill, 
therefore tr y  to come back to the practicalities o f 
the hour, t r y  to  understand w hat can best be done
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n ow  th a t w ill  th ro w  no b a r across th e  p a th  o f future 
im foldm ent, fo r  fa lse  steps m u st be re tra ced .

T h ere  are m an y th in g s  to  be con sidered  b y  our 
eugenic societies w h ich  h a ve  h ith e rto  re ce iv e d  but 

little  atten tion  fro m  the p eo p le  a t  la rg e , am ong 
w hich  is the la w  o f v ib ratio n .

I  shall n ev er fo r g e t  m y  em otion  w h en  I  first 
learned th a t the tones o f  th e  v o ice  to o k  fo rm  accord­
in g  to  th e ir ch a ra cter, an d  co u ld  be_photographed. 

The sen sitizin g p rocess is  o f  course  m uch fin er than 
w hen yo u r liken ess o r m ine is  to  b e  ta k en . I  am 

to ld  the w ord s are sp oken  in to  a tu b e  o ve r the oppo­
site end o f w h ich  is  d ra w n  a  film  p re p a re d  fo r  the 
purpose. N ote th at_ it .n ot -the fo rm  o f th e  w ords 
that are t aken , b u t the, ch a ra cter o £ lh e .fe e lin g  w h ich  
prom oted the .w ords. A n g e r , envy^ je a lo u s y , an d  the 

lik e  gave  the fo rm  o f bu gs, w orm s, and  jg th e r. lo ath ­

some th in gs, w h ile  fe e lin g s  o f  l ove an d  harm on y 
. ivprodijf.p.d th e jiQ ria a „o f,.flo w ers,-a n d .I .once s a w jth e  

^ * p hotograp h  o f a p e rfe c t rose ta k e n in  th is  w ay.
T his is a field  fo r  in ve stig a tio n  w h ich  eugenic 

so eS fie s  should enter into  determ in in g to  a ccep t 
the tru th s discovered w h eth er in  h a rm o n y w ith  h u ­
m an la w  or npt. T e s , I  kn o w  th a t th is  statem en t w ill 
be doubted b y  m any. I t  u sed  to  b e  asserted  th a t 
no likeness could be tak en  o f th a t w h ich  co u ld  n ot 
cast a  shadow, b u t it  is now  k n o w n  th a t th e  p o rtion  
o f  a  ra y  o f lig h t w hich the eye recogn izes h as noth-'"- 
in g  to do w ith  the ch em icaf elem ent, th e  unseen but 
inseparable p o rtio n . o f lig h t w h ich  a c ts  upon the 
p h o tograp h er’s chem ically prepared  p late , an d  p ro ­
duces the im age. “ C a n ’t  be d o n e”  is a  v e r y  d a rin g  
statem ent. -----------------
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Y e s , unseen form s pervade the atmosphere con­
tin u ally . The w ords th at w e u tter must retain their 
form  t il l  they pass from  the lips o f the speaker to 
the ear o f the hearer or th ey  could not be under­
stood, but w e cannot see them. H ow  long they re­
ta in  th e ir  fo rm  is  another question; and so o f the 
bugs, worm s, flow ers, etc., how  long th ey  retain  their 
form s before bein g diffused into the general at­
m osphere w e do not kn ow , but th a t they poison or 
sw eeten  accordin g to their character, can hardly be 
questioned. I  am now  speakin g of_the moral at­
mosphere^ not  ̂th e  m aterial, fo r  it is the emotions of 
h atred  o r love w hich v ibrate  in the cases named 
and  these belong to the m oral character.

B u t suppose w e had the conditions to photograph 
the vibration s com ing from  the various business 
p laces o f  our la rge  cities o f  the large departm ent 
stores w here thousands o f girls w ho are expected 
some d a y  to become mothers, must stand upon their 
fee t d a y  a fte r  day, y e a r  a fte r  year, and m any o f them 
w ith  w ages w hich w ill  not support them  com fortably, 
so th ey  m ust have a  frien d  of the opposite sex to 
help them  out, even un til thousands o f them  m ur­
der th e ir unborn to  p rotect them selves from  pub­
lic  shame. Or, suppose our sp iritu al sigh t should 
become so opened th at w e could see the character 
o f the vibration s w hich ro ll out con tin ually  from  
those!)usiness centers, w h at w ould w e th in k  o f them 
as the elem ents into w hich  .th e  n e x t generation must 
be born.

W e cannot escape them, th ey  radiate  everyw here, 
even into our bed cham ber, lik e  the plagues o f E y p t. 
W h a t w ill eugenic societies do under such condi-
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tions? H o w  w ill  th e y  p re p a re  such  w om en  fo r  a 
n obler m otherhood th a n  th a t w h ich  n o w  p revails.

I  am  n ow  sp ea k in g  o f  th e  a ccep ted  con dition s o f 
society , not fo r  those condem ned b u t p ersisten t con­
ditions, slum s, brothels, saloons, sw e a t shops, prisons, 
insane asylum s, etc., v e r y  m a n y  in m ates o f  the last 
nam ed, as in te llig e n t p h y sic ian s  te s t ify , becam e in­
sane fro m  se x  s ta rva tio n  o r fro m  th e  e ffects  o f  un­
s a tis fy in g  com panionship. T h e y  h a ve  o b eyed  th e  la w  

o f m an in stead  o f the la w s o f  N a tu re , b u t  oh, th e  v i ­
bration s th a t go out fro m  the o u tra g e d  souls o f  such.

I  do not  hesitate  in  th e  lea st in  s a y in g  th a t  i f  the 
dictum  o f ch u rch  and  state  in  re g a rd  to  se x  w as 

fu lly  obeyed th e  re su lt w o u ld  be w orse  th a n  brothels 
w ith  the w ide-sp read  diseases a tten d a n t. A n d  y e t 

L e ck e y  the h istorian  is  rep o rted  as s a y in g :  ( I  have 

not read  his w o rk .)
“ T h ere  m ust be no m e rcy  show n  to th e  w om an 

w ho has lapsed fro m  v ir t u e ; th e  C h ristia n  stan d a rd  

o f virtu e  m ust be m a in ta in ed .”
The first question to  be an sw ered  is, is  th e  C h ris­

tian  standard of v ir tu e  a  co rrect one ? I f  i t  does not 
conform  to  hum an needs it  c e rta in ly  is  not, an d  th a t 
it  denies needs w h ich  fo r  la c k  o f  su p p ly  d r iv e  some 
to  insanity is ce rta in ly  tru e.

The o rig in al m eaning o f  the w ord , v ir tu e  is 
strength . The w om an w ho d e lib era te ly  w en t into  
a  brothel to obtain the means to  m ake h e r o ld  fa th e r 
and mother, and h er b ro th e r’s w a r  w id o w  w ith  h er 
three children com fortable and then w en t b a c k  to  the 
d ru d gery  o f th e  m ills w as the m ost v irtu o u s w om an 
I  ever knew .

T h e w om an w ho w as stron g enough to  do th a t.
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stro n g  enough to th u s ru n  the g a u n tlet o f  so ciety  
because so ciety  le f t  no o th er w a y  open in  w h ich  she 
could  s a tis fy  h er y e a rn in g  lo ve  fo r  h er d ear ones, 
should  be honored in stead  o f b e in g  m ade an  out­
cast. B u t  fo r  th e  d iv in ity  o f  the lo ve  w h ich  exists 
in  hum an h e arts  in  sp ite  o f  a ll th e  e x is tin g  w ro n gs, 
the atm osphere o f  th is e arth  w o u ld  p resen t to clear 
seein g  eyes th e  p itc h y  b lackn ess o f  a m oonless, s ta r­

less n igh t.
"Will eugenic societies su stain  such v io lation s o f  

the la w  and  the code w h en  bo th  la w  an d  code ru n  
co u n ter to hum an rig h ts  an d  lo v e ’s leg itim ate  de­
m ands? I  m ean, w ill  th e y  h on or such a  w om an, 
one w ho does th is, n ot because she desires so to do 
b u t because she sees no o th er w a y , w ill  th e y  h on or 
h e r o r w ill  th e y  cast h e r  o u t?  I f  th e  la tte r  then  
w eigh ed  in  the balan ce and fo u n d  w a n tin g  w ill  be 
w ritten  again st them.

The greatest w o rk  th a t  such societies can  do, as 
conditions n ow  are, is  to  sustain  those w ho claim  
th e  r ig h t to  n a tu ra l m otherhood. T h ere  are  such. 
I  h ave  kn o w n  five  w ho h a ve  done this. T w o  o f 
them  are n ow  liv in g , and an other d ear g ir l is  d elib ­
e ra te ly  p lan n in g  to  secure the conditions in  w h ich  
she can  do the sam e. I  h a ve  h eard  o f  others, b u t th is 
g ir l I  kn ow , is  a  pure, sw eet, earnest soul.

Such  children, ch ildren  w hose m others d id  not 
t r y  to  m ake them  a fte r  a  p attern , b u t w ho to o k  th e  
r ig h t  th a t w as  th e irs  in  the nam e o f w om anhood, 
w ill be strong-souled enough to m eet co n ten d in g ele­
m ents w ith ou t sh rin kin g. Y e a r s  ago  I  read  th e  fo l­
lo w in g  lines and th e y  seem ed to  m e lik e  a clario n  
ca ll to  effort.
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(
“ He who would climb the moutain’s height 
And set his eyes to the larger light,

Must shrink not from the light’ning’s flash, 
JVIust pale not at the thunder crash.”
I have rewritten it to include woman, putting 

they and their in the place of he and his, and as 
our eugenic societies not only desire to climb but 
to take the race with them may they be strong and 
wise in their work.
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THIRD LESSON.

In continuing this subject, I  must emphasize W hit­
m an’s statement. “ Sex contains a ll.”  Sex, the r re- 
ative, power of .th e  universe; sex creating forms, 
bodies out of  substance, for we cannot conceive of 
absolute creation, something out of nothing.

Our eugenic societies (eugenic, w ell born, the sci­
ence of applying the principles of race improvement) 
do not seem to recognize any method of improving 
the race other than that of propagation, have not, 
as w orking bodies, caught sight of a higher use of 
sex, one that w ill improve those already grown to 
mankind and womanhood.

But before going into this part of the subject 
more fu lly , I  w ill quote from w hat earnest souls are 
saying along this line, but who are not so liberated 
from the bondage of the God-idea, of authority, as 
to reason from an unbiased standpoint.

Mrs. M. A . Stew art, M. D., Superintendent of 
H eredity, N ew Y o rk  county, W . C. T  U., in an art­
icle entitled “ The Great Deliverance,”  says:

“ F or generations men have_studiecLjiud planned 
and wrought to improve the domestic animals, and 

- with^wbat.wonderful achievem ent! Now has come the 
time when woman must study and plan and w ork 
for, at least, an equal improvement of the human
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/ “He who would climb the m outain’s height 
I And set his eyes to the larger light,
\ Must shrink not from the lig h t ’n in g ’s flash, 
\ M u s t  pale not at the thunder crash.”

I have rewritten it to include woman, putting 
they and their in the place of he and his, and as 
our eugenic societies not only desire to climb but 
to take the race with them m ay they be strong and 
wise in their work.
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THIRD LESSON.

I n  c o n t i n u i n g  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  I  m u s t  e m p h a s i z e  W h i t ­

m a n ’s  s t a t e m e n t .  “ S e x  c o n t a i n s  a l l . ”  S e x ,  t h e  r  :e-  

a t iv e "  p o w e r  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ;  s e x  c r e a t i n g  f o r m s ,  

b o d ie s  o u t  o f  s u b s t a n c e ,  f o r  w e  c a n n o t  c o n c e i v e  o f  

a b s o lu t e  c r e a t io n ,  s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .

O u r  e u g e n ic  s o c ie t ie s  ( e u g e n i c ,  w e l l  b o r n ,  t h e  s c i ­

e n c e  o f  a p p l y i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  r a c e  i m p r o v e m e n t )  

d o  n o t  s e e m  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n y  m e t h o d  o f  i m p r o v i n g  

t h e  r a c e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  p r o p a g a t i o n ,  h a v e  n o t ,  

a s  w o r k i n g  b o d ie s ,  c a u g h t  s i g h t  o f  a  h i g h e r  u s e  o f  

s e x ,  o n e  t h a t  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  g r o w n  t o  

m a n k in d  a n d  w o m a n h o o d .

B u t  b e f o r e  g o i n g  in t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  

m o r e  f u l l y ,  I  w i l l  q u o t e  f r o m  w h a t  e a r n e s t  s o u l s  a r e  

s a y i n g  a l o n g  t h i s  l in e ,  b u t  w h o  a r e  n o t  s o  l i b e r a t e d  

f r o m  t h e  b o n d a g e  o f  t h e  G o d - id e a ,  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  a s  

t o  r e a s o n  f r o m  a n  u n b ia s e d  s t a n d p o i n t .

M r s . M . A .  S t e w a r t ,  M . D . ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

H e r e d i t y ,  N e w  Y o r k  c o u n t y ,  W .  C .  T  U . ,  in  a n  a r t ­

ic le  e n t i t le d  I ‘ T h e  G r e a t  D e l i v e r a n c e ,  | '  s a y s :

“ F o r  g e n e r a t io n s  m e n  h a v e  s t u d i e d  a n d  p l a n n e d  

a n d  w r o u g h t  t o  im p r o v e  t h e  d o m e s t ic  a n im a ls ^ - a n d  

w it h  w h a t  w o n d e r f u l  a c h i e v e m e n t ! N o w  h a s  c o m e  t h e  

t im e  w h e n  w o m a n  m u s t  s t u d y  a n d  p l a n  a n d  w o r k  

f o r ,  a t  le a s t ,  a n  e q u a l  im p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  h u m a n
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ra c e . Y e s ,  w e  w o m en  m u st n o w  a d d ress ourselves 

to  m a s te r in g  th e  la w s  a n d  m e th o d s f o r  the produc­

t io n  o f  th e  b e st  c h ild r e n  w h ic h  o u r  p resen t know l­

e d g e  m a k e s  p o ss ib le , w ith  as m u ch  h ig h e r  aspiration, 

g r e a t e r  e n e r g y , k e e n e r  in s ig h t, w id e r  com prehen­

sio n  a n d  m o re  s tre n u o u s  p u rp o se , a s  th e  hum an fam ­

i l y  is  h ig h e r  in  th e  s ca le  o f  l i fe  th a n  th e  low er 

a n im a ls . T h e  w h o le  so u l o f  w o m a n — m ind, heart 

a n d  w ill— sh o u ld  b e  s e t  s q u a r e ly  to w a rd s  th is  ques­

tio n  as a  s u b je c t  to  b e  m a ste re d , as  a  p ro blem  to be 

s o lv e d ;  a n d  h e r  so u l w i l l  b e  so  se t. T h e  hour of 

h e r  d e s t in y  is  com e. I n  a ll  th is  th e re  m ust be a 

s e t  o f  th e  w ill ,  a  co n se cra tio n  o f  th e  h e a rt, and  the 

illu m in a tio n  o f  a  m in d  o p en  to  th e  h ig h e s t inspira­

tio n  ; su ch  as e v e r  h a s  m a rk e d  th o se  w h o  h a v e  been 

ch o ice st a m o n g  th e  p ro p h e ts  a n d  ap o stles, through 

w h o m  G o d  h a s  q u ic k e n e d  th e  w o r ld .”

P e rh a p s  i t  w i ll  b e  w e ll  h e re  to  e x p la in  w h a t Mrs. 

S te w a r t  m ean s b y  “ th e  g r e a t  d e liv e r a n c e .”  I t  is 

th a t  a t  th e  a d v e n t o f  J esu s, w o m a n ’s se x  su b jectio n  

to  h e r  H usband cam e to  a n  end, th a t  in  th a t re lation  

she is  h e n cefo rth , th e  h e a d  o f  th e  fa m ily . B u t 

w h en  she cla im s th a t  th e  in te re st in  th is  line o f 

th o u g h t is  b y  th e  in sp ira tio n  o f  G od, I  w ou ld  like  

to  a sk  her, th ro u g h  w h o m  ? T h ro u g h  w h o m  has this 
question  o f  w o m a n ’s fre ed o m  been b ro u g h t to  the 

fro n t?

I f  I- k n o w  a n y th in g  o f th e  m ovem en t, th is breath  
f rom  the h ills o f  freed o m  has com e to us th rou gh  

th o se w ho _h a v e j re p u d ia te d  ch u rch  claim s. T h o se" 
“ choicest o f  p rop h ets and a p o s tle s ”  h a ve  been 
such  m en as B enn ett , H ey w o o d  and  others, and  such 
w om en as W o o d h u ll, S everan ce , and  m a n y  m ore,
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w ho h a v e  p e rsis te n tly  c la im ed  f o r  w o m an  th e  r ig h t  

to  h e rse lf, a n d  i t  is  th e  v e r y  essen ce o f  in ju s tic e  

to a ttr ib u te  to  th e  J e w is h  J e h o v a h  o r  to  h is  so -ca lle d  
son, Jesu s, th a t  w h ic h  th ese  m en  a n d  w o m en  h a v e  

done an d  h a v e  su ffered  f o r  th e  d o in g .

A n d  y e t  th ese  p eo p le  do n o t  m ean  to  be u n ju s t . 

T h e y  a re  so b o u n d  b y  a u th o r ita tiv e  te a c h in g  th e y  

can n o t be ju s t  to  th o se  w h o  do n o t a c c e p t  th e ir  G od- 
stan d ard .

“ T h e w h o le  soul o f  w o m an — m in d , h e a rt, w i l l—  

should  b e  set s q u a re ly  to w a rd s  th is  q u e stio n  as a  su b ­

je c t  to be m a stered , a  p ro b lem  to  b e  so lve d , a n d  h e r 

soul w ill  be so s e t .”
T h e a b o v e  m a y  m ean  a g r e a t  d e a l, th a t  is, i t  

m a y  m ean an  u n tra m m ele d  fie ld  o f  in v e s t ig a t io n  as 

b ro ad  as hu m an  in te re st, h u m an  n eeds, h u m an  r ig h ts  

m a y  in d ica te , o r i t  m a y  b e  so n a rro w e d  d o w n  to  th e  

sp here o f  a u th o rity , G o d -a u th o rity , as  in te rp re te d  

b y  m an, as  to  r e je c t  w h a te v e r  does n o t co n fo rm  to  

th e ir  id ea  o f  w h a t  a re  G o d ’s com m and s, a n d , in  th a t  

case, a ll th a t  su ch  w om en  do w i l l  be on  a  p a r  w ith  
the e ffo rts  o f  C a rr ie  N a tio n  w ith  h e r  l i t t le  h a tc h e t;  

b u t w e  w ill  q u o te  a g a in  fro m  M rs. S te w a r t :
“ W h e re  sh a ll w e  b e g in ?  W e  h a v e  s tu d ie d  h y ­

gien e to  lea rn  th e  la w s  o f  l i fe  fo r  th e  tim e  a ft e r  th e  

life  has becom e a p erso n  on th e  ea rth . W e  h a v e  a n ­

a ly z e d  food s, to  k n o w  h o w  th a t  l i fe  m a y  b e st b e  n o u r­
ished w h en  it  h a s  com e. B u t  w e  m u st g o  d e e p e r th a n  
a ll  these. W e  m u st see k  f o r  th e  ro o ts  o f  h e re d ity , 

and  sea rch  o u t th e  la w s  w h ich  sh a p e  th e  d e s tin y  o f  
th a t  l i fe  a t  its  sou rce. W e  m u st s tu d y  sex , a n d  g iv e  
as deep  r e g a rd  to  i t  as e v e r  w e  h a v e  to  G o d ; th a t  w e  
m a y  le a rn  h o w  in  its  m y ster io u s  ch am b ers l i fe  m a y
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be so fo rm ed  as to  a tta in  its  g r e a te s t  in te n sity , its 

h ig h est p u r ity , its  s tro n g est te n a c ity  a n d  its  fu llest 

roundness and  com p leteness. W e  m u st determ ine 

to  k n o w  h o w  each  n e w  b e in g  m a y  s ta r t  on its  course 

in  th is o u ter  sp here as  v ig o ro u s  a n d  harm onious, 

as w e ll equ ipp ed  p h y s ic a lly , m e n ta lly  a n d  s p ir itu a lly , 

as  i t  is possib le  f o r  u s  w ith  o u r  k n o w le d g e  an d  w is­

dom  a t th e  tim e to  m a k e  it . S u c h  k n o w le d g e , as 

fa s t  as acquired , w e  m u st sp re a d  a b ro a d  to  th e  w ill­

in g  h earted  in  a ll th e  e a r th .”
‘ ‘ W e  m ust s tu d y  sex , an d  g iv e  as d eep  re g a rd  to 

i t  as ever w e  h a v e  to  G o d .’ jy  T h e se  w o rd s, w ith  

tn eir*?u ll m ean in g u n iv e rs a lly  a cce p te d , i f  w e  stop 
r ig h t  there, le a v in g  th e  h on or, th e  re v e re n ce  a cco rd ed  

to  sex  to  do its  ow n  w o rk , w o u ld  l i f t  th e  ra c e  to  a 

h ig h er p lan e th a n  a n y  th e o r y  o f  o u rs ca n  d o ; b u t 

the k n o w led ge  g a in ed  b y  s tu d y in g  s e x  ca n n o t be 

“ spread a b ro a d ”  so lo n g  as C o m sto ck ism  co n tro ls  

governm ent as now .
T h ere  is  m uch in  th e  ab ove q u o ta tio n  to  com m end 

its e lf  to  th e  th in k in g  m ind, b u t  no m a tte r  h o w  w e ll 

th e  tra c k  is la id  i f  th e  sw itch  is  tu r n e d  w ro n g  th e  
resu lt w ill be disastrous, an d  b y  th e  c o n te x t  o f  w h a t  

I  h ave  quoted, w e  find th a t th e  e v id e n t in te n tio n  is 
to  tu rn  the sw itch  to w a rd  C h r is t ia n ity , to  g iv e  
i t  the credit o f a ll th is  gro w th . T h is, as b e fo r e  said , 
is  not just, and it  also n arro w s th e  scope o f  in v e sti­
gation, fo r  th a t w hich  w ill  n ot h arm o n ize  w ith  th e ir  
conception o f C h ristian ity  w ill  b e  c a st aside. Q u o t­
in g  again :

C ould  there be given  me th e  p o w e r to  u tte r  b u t 
one thought, and th at th o u gh t a m essage to  m an k in d , 
I  w ou ld  l i f t  u p  m y voice and c r y  so th a t  th e  sound
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s h o u ld  p e n e t r a t e  t o  t h e  f a r t h e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  

a n d  I  w o u l d  d e c l a r e :

“ T h e  t e r m  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  w o m ­

a n  t o  m a n  i s  s e r v e d  o u t ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e r  d e l i v e r ­

a n c e  f r o m  t h i s  s l a v e r y  t o  h i m  i s  f u l l y  c o m e .  F r o m  

h e n c e f o r t h  s h e  i s  f r e e  t o  t h e  u t t e r m o s t  f r o m  t h a t  

s u b j e c t i o n  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  w h i c h  w a s  b r o u g h t  u p o n  

h e r  a f t e r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  b e c a u s e  o f  s in .  S h e  i s  f r e e  

i n  h e r  w o m a n h o o d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e n  a n d  u n d e r  

w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  s h e  w i l l  b e c o m e  a  m o t h e r  ( b y  w h o m , 

i s  l e f t  o u t )  ; a n d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  l i f e  s h e  is  

t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  h e n c e f o r t h  b e a r s  r u l e .  ’  ’ 

D e a r  D o c t o r :  H a s  G o d  t o l d  y o u  t h i s ?  H a s  h e  t o l d  

y o u  t h a t  h e  t h i n k s  h e  h a s  p u n i s h e d  w o m a n  l o n g  

e n o u g h  b e c a u s e  E v e  a t e  t h e  a p p l e ,  “ b e c a u s e  o f  s i n . ”  

P o o r  E v e ! W h a t  a  s a d  t i m e  s h e  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  

t h e s e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  t h e  r u i n  s h e  

w r o u g h t ,  a n d  h o w  h a p p y  s h e  m u s t  b e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  

G o d  i s  n o t  m a d  a t  h e r  a n y  l o n g e r ;  b u t  l e t  u s  s e e  

a b o u t  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  f r e e d o m .  ‘ ‘ S h e  i s  f r e e  f r o m  s u b ­

j e c t i o n  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ; ”  t h a t  i s ,  s h e  n e e d  n o t  s u b ­

m it  a g a i n s t  h e r  o w n  w i s h ,  b u t  i s  s h e  f r e e  t o  g i v e  h e r ­

s e l f  t o  a n o t h e r  m a n  i f  s h e  s o  d e s i r e s ?  I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  

t h a t  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t ,  

t h e n  d e n i e d  w h a t  o n e  d o e s  w a n t  i s  o n l y  h a l f  f r e e ­

d o m . S t i l l ,  i t  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  

i n t r u s i o n ,  b u t  a  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u s b a n d  a n d  

c e l i b a c y  i s  n o t  f r e e d o m .

T h e  w h y  o f  w o m a n ’s  d e c l a r i n g  h e r s e l f  f r e e  f r o m  

e n f o r c e d  m a t e r n i t y  i s  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  g r o w i n g  s o  l a r g e  

s h e  c a n n o t  l o n g e r  b e  h e l d .  “ G o d ”  s e t s  h e r  f r e e  

b e c a u s e  h e  c a n n o t  h e l p  h i m s e l f .  O r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h e  G o d  w i t h i n  t h e  w o m a n  s o u l  i s  b e c o m i n g  a b l e  t o
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so m a n ife st as to  re p u d ia te  th e  o u tsid e  figure- 
EeacT " ~~ ’

S arcasm  in  th e  a b o v e?  W e ll, i t  n eeds sarcasm  
w h en  w om en in  th is  a g e  w h o  t a lk  o f  im p ro v in g .th e  

race, w ill  quote  th a t  o ld  fa b le  o f  E v e  a n d  the apple 
in  its  lite r a l sense, an d  t a lk  o f  G o d ’s re le a s in g  wom ­

an, a fte r  a ll th ese  ages, fro m  th e  p u n ish m en t he in­

flicted  up on  one w om an  b ecau se  sh e  b e lie v e d  w h at 

th e  serpen t to ld  her. I t  is  b e ca u se  su ch  w ill  attem pt 
to  ru le  th e  eu gen ic  m o v e m e n tjS th a t I  q u o te  this 

rep re se n ta tive  w om an  a m o n g th o se  c a lle d  lib era l 

C h ristian s. Q u o tin g  y e t  fu r th e r :
“ A n d  fo r  w om an  to  b e a r th is  ( in  th e  hom e) fo r  

th e  sak e  o f  m otherhood, w ith  a ll  e lse  su b o rd in ate , 
th is is h e r suprem e d u ty  to  th e  h u m an  ra ce  in  this 

h o u r o f  its  extrem e need. O n ly  as  she th u s  stan ds 
in  h e r re latio n s to  m an an d  th e  ra ce , does she stan d  

in  the tru e  o rd er o f  N a tu re  an d  M an . T o  m ake 
the r ig h t  rep ro d u ctio n  o f h u m an  l i fe  th e  G reat 
K n o w le d ge  to be gain ed, an d  th e  G re a t R ig h teo u s­
ness to  be p ra c tic e d ; to  set w om an  firs t o f  h u m an ­
k in d , and m ake m otherhood h e r suprem e j o y ;  to 
tea ch  h e r to  bear ru le  o ver the source o f  life , to  the 
end th a t p erfected  life  m ay sp rin g  fro m  th a t  source 
— to achieve a ll th is is to  achieve th e  re g e n e ra ­
tion  o f the hum an and accom plish th e  G re a t D e liv e r­
ance fo r  w h ich  the w hole creation  h as w a ite d  u n til 
n o w .”

W om an does not w ish to be set first o f  h u m an  
k in d ; she on ly  w ishes to have th e  castin g  vo te  in  th a t 
w hich  is her own w ork . “ F o r  the sake o f  m o th er­
hood w ith  all else subordinate, th is is h e r suprem e 
d u ty .”
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This looks to me like substituting one sort of 
slavery for another. Is woman to be the slave of the 
race, or did Mother Nature so order that, her laws 
being obeyed, the race can take care of itself? 
Woman does not wish to be set first only in her own 
sphere; she does not wish to be defied. “ To make 
motherhood her supreme jo y ,”  and suppose she does 
not desire motherhood, what then? Suppose she is 
so strongly passional that motherhood is an impos­
sibility ? Has Dr. Stewart no idea of any other use 
for sex than parentage, if  not, she certainly has 
zeal without knowledge.

Another writer on this question, a Reverend sa y s: 
“ And she shall receive at the hand of Jehovah Jesus 
blessings double for all her pain” — this in the free­
dom he claims God is giving her.

Now I protest most earnestly against giving the 
credit of what we, old radicals have done to Jehovah 
Jesus or to any other God. True, a half freedom is 
better than none, but to substitute one slavery for 
another may be worse. Taking these people from  
their own standopint, it  looks as though they be­
lieve God delegated to man the right to rule over 
woman as a punishment to Eve because she diso­
beyed him in the matter of the apple, but getting  
tired of the result of man’s rule, has taken back that 
delegated power and now woman’s master is God.

Would that it might be as speaking through her 
own soul, but it is to God as man lays down the la w ; 
listen to this same Reverend in reply to the following  
question: :

“ Are not women under the law of inherited evil, 
totally depraved as well as men?”  He says:
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“ So m e w o m en  a r e ; so m e a r e  n o t  a s  to these things. 

T h e  k in d  I  a d d re ss  as  S w e e t  S ix te e n  a re  not. They 

are n o t l ik e  m en in  th e  m a tte r  o f  s e x . T h e y  have no 

im p u lse  o f  d e sire  sa v e  a s  t h e y  a re  m a rried , and  then 

in  th e  o rd e r  o f  p a r e n ta g e . T h e  d e sire  o f  th e  true, 

n o rm a l w o m an  is  r a th e r  f o r  o ffisp rin g  b y  th e  one she 

lo ves” and  k a s  m a r r ie d .”

T d w e l l  up o n  th ese  p o in ts  b e ca u se  su ch  cla im s have 

done m ore to  k e e p  w o m an  d o w n  to  lo w e r  h e r  in  her 

ow n  estim atio n , to  m a k e  h e r  p re te n d  she h as no pas­

sion w h en  i t  is  in ten se, th u s  g e n e ra tin g  d e ceit and 

falsehood— these cla im s h a v e  don e m o re  to  cu rse  the 

race  th a n  alm ost a n y  o th er one th in g .
T he id ea  a d va n ced  b y  th is  R e v e re n d  S ir , is that 

a w om an is n o t p u re  i f  she h as d esire  o th e r  th a n  fo r  
m otherhood, co n seq u en tly  th e  w om an  w h o  is natur- 
a lly  passional, an d  w ho has been  ed u ca te d  in  this be­
lie f, fee ls d egrad ed  because o f  su ch  d esire. The,, 
fa c t  is, and I  do n o t h esitate  to  affirm  it, such a  
wom an, other th in gs b e in g  equ al, is r e a lly  a  h igher 
developm ent th an  h er passionless sister.

I  say, other th in gs bein g equal. O u r fa lse  id eal o f 
sex has rendered it  alm ost im possible th a t th ey  
should be equal, and thus the w om an th ro u gh  whose 
being flows the stron g life  cu rren t w h ich  r ig h tly  
understood, m ight have been m ade a blessing, is 
forced to p lay the hypocrite or he crushed. 

r  The Reverend from  whom w e quote, kn ow s a ll 
I about “ the normal w om an,”  o f course he does. H e 

speaks w ith as much assurance as though he had 
made her and had the ordering o f her life . H is 
presumption is only equalled b y  his ignorance.

I here repeat m y reason fo r dw ellin g so lo n g



upon w h a t  th ese  zea lo u s, b u t  ig n o r a n t  p e o p le  a s s e r t , 

not ig n o ra n t in  a  g e n e ra l sen se, b u t  ig n o r a n t  o f  th e  

p o w er a n d  p u r it y  o f  s e x . T h e se  w ith  t h e ir  f o l lo w ­

in g  w ill  t r y  to  c o n tr o l th e  m o v e m e n t c a lle d  e u g e n ic s . 

A n o th e r K e v e re n d  s a y s , i f  C h r is t ia n s  d o  n o t  so e d u ­

cate, .th e ir  ch ild re n  as to  m a k e  th e m  u n d e rs ta n d  

an d  co n serve  th e re  s e x  l i fe , t h e y  w i l l  m o re  thaia 

l ik e ly  becom e in fid e l to  C h r is t ia n i t y ’s te a c h in g .

I  h a v e  n o t g iv e n  th e  e x a c t  la n g u a g e , b u t  h a v e  

n ot v a r ie d  fro m  its  m e a n in g . T h e  id e a  t h a t  a  b e t­

te r  u n d e rsta n d in g  o f  s e x  la w  is  n e e d e d  to  e n s u re  th e  

p ro gress o f  th e  ra c e  is  b e g in n in g  to  p r e v a i l ;  a n d  

these th e  a d v a n c e  g u a r d  o f  th e  c h u rc h  on  th e  s e x  

question, a re  s t r iv in g  to  m o u ld  th e  m o v e m e n t to  

ch u rch  in te re sts . I  h a v e  e ls e w h e re  c a lle d  i t  th e  

la st d itch , fo r  w h en  th e  c h u rc h  lo ses c o n tr o l o f  w o m ­

an th e  p o w e r  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  is  b ro k e n , b u t  f r e e ­

in g  h er fro m  m an  a n d  r e le g a t in g  h e r  to  G o d ’s co n ­

tro l, o r to  th e  c o n tro l o f  w h a t  m en  c a l l  G o d ’s la w s , 

w ill  n ot stop  h e r  o n w a rd  m a rch . O n ce  s ta r te d  in  

the p a th , w o m an  w i l l  re a c h  th e  g o a l o f  f u l l  fre e d o m .

W e  w a n t no se ct, n o  cre e d , n o  s ta n d a r d  o f  s e x  

such as n o w  p re v a ils , to  lim it  th e  e a rn e st p u rp o se  o f  

tlie  w o rk e rs , in  th e . fie ld  o f  ra c e  im p ro v e m e n t. W e  

\ w a n t to  be fre e  to  sh o c k  a ll  p re c e d e n t i f  w e  fin d  

I tru th  le a d in g  in  th a t  l in e ;  o n ly  in  th e  fre e d o m  

th a t  m a y  re a ch  o u t on a ll  lin es, in v e s t ig a te  a ll  p h a se s, 

an d  decid e  a s  f a c t s  in d ic a te , c a n  w e  re a c h  a  r ig h t  

con clusion, th e re fo re  I  w i ll  q u o te  y e t  m o re  fro m  
th e  E e v e re n d  w h o  t a lk s  o f  “ S w e e t  S ix t e e n .”  H e  

s a y s :
“ C a ll i t  le g e n d  o r w h a te v e r  y o u  w ill ,  in  th e  firs t  

p a r t  o f  th e  b ib le  th e  cau se  ( o f  th is  e v i l)  is  m ad e

V



p lain . In  G en esis, iii , 1 6 , a re  th e  w o r d s : ‘ U nto the 

w om an  he said , th e  d e sire  sh a ll be to  th y  hus­

b a n d  an d  he sh a ll ru le  o v e r  th ee. ’ L ik e  u n to  th is is 

o u r E n g lis h  Com m on L a w , w h e re  i t  s a y s  in  B lack- 

s to n e ’s C o m m en tary , ‘ T h e  m an  a n d  th e  w om an  are 

one and  th a t  one is  t h e r m a l^ 'T h e  sam e le g a l status 

is also exp re ssed  in  th e  la w  p h ra se , ‘ th e  m arital 

r ig h ts  o f  th e  m a n .’ In  a ll  th ese  s a y in g s  is th e  one 

m ean in g , th e  w om an  is  s u b je c t  to  th e  m an  in  the 

fa m ily  re latio n .

^ “ T h is  su b jec tio n  o f  w om an , as th e  u n iv e rsa l con­

stitu tio n a l la w  o f  so c ie ty , is  th e  v e r y  T H R O N E  O F  

S IN  in  th e  hu m an  r a c e ; i t  is th e  a b so lu te  d e fo rm ity  

in  th e  co n stitu tio n  o f  s o c ie ty ;  i t  is  to ta l d e p ra v ity  

w o v en  in to  th e  w eb  o f th e  l i fe  o f  m a n k in d ,”  etc.

M r. Jon es is  e x u lt in g  in  th e  fre ed o m  fro m  the 

curse b y  th e  co m in g o f  J e h o v a h  J esu s, a  p a r t  o f 

w hose w o r k  i t  w a s  to  a n n ih ila te  m a rita l rig h ts , to 

b re a k  the y o k e  o f  m an  fro m  o ff th e  n e c k  o f  w om an, 
so th a t  she m a y  becom e w h o lly  a  fre e  w om an  in 

C h rist Jesus.
A n d  w h at k in d  o f freed o m  is  th a t?  Is  i t  l ik e  to 

th e  “ free  sa lv a tio n ”  to  o b tain  w h ich  o n e  m u st g iv e  

th e  service  o f h is  w h o le  l i fe  to  G od, to -w it, the 
church? W e  need no J esu s; th e  m a tte r  lie s  in  the 
hands o f w om an h erself. W h en  she re a lize s  h er 
r ig h t to her ow n person and  dem an ds i t  th e re  w ill  
he no trouble  on m a n ’s p art. Y e s  th e  id e a  o f  d u ty  
as a  w ife  is p assing a w a y , but th e  freed o m  o f  w h ich  
the R everend Jones ta lk s  is s im p ly  a  tr a n s fe r  o f 
ru lership  from  a  visib le  to  an in v is ib le  m a scu lin ity , 
w ith  R everends to exp lain  the w ill  o f  the in visib le .

M r. Jones says the suprem e end o f m a rria g e  is

48
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t h e  c h i ld .  F o r  t h a t  v e r y  r e a s o n  I  w o u l d  r e p u d i a t e  

m a r r ia g e .  W h a t  d o  I  m e a n ?  I  m e a n  t h i s :  T h e  s u ­

p r e m e  e n d  o f  l i f e  is ,  o r  s h o u l d  b e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  h a r ­

m o n io u s  u n f o ld m e n t  o f  ourselves a n d  w h e n  w e  t r a n s ­

f e r  t h a t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  c h i l d  w e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n s u l t  

M o t h e r  N a t u r e .  D o e s  s h e  e v e r  g i v e  t h o r n s  f r o m  g r a p e s  

o r  f ig s  f r o m  t h i s t l e s ?  N e v e r .  T h e  c h i l d  is  h e r  w o r k ;  

o u r s  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  ourselves. M r . J o n e s  d e ­

p lo r e s  t h e  d e c r e a s e  o f  c h i l d r e n  in  c h u r c h  f a m i l i e s ,  

a n d  a s k s :  “ W h a t  is  r e l i g i o n  g o o d  f o r  i f  i t  c a n n o t  

k e e p  i t s  d e v o t e e s  f r o m  s u c h  w i c k e d n e s s ? ”

I t  is  g o o d  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  m y  d e a r  s i r ,  b u t  t o  e n s l a v e  

t h e  p e o p le .  W h e r e  is  w o m a n ’s  f r e e d o m  i f  s h e  m u s t  

b e  c o u n t e d  w i c k e d  i f  s h e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  c h i l d r e n  

w h e n  s h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  t h e m  ?

“ O h , s h e  s h o u ld  n o t  m a r r y  i f  s h e  d o e s  n o t  w a n t  

c h i l d r e n .”

T h e r e , t h e  c a t  is  o u t  o f  t h e  b a g !  S e x  a s s o c i a t io n  

is  w i c k e d  w h e n  h e l d  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e  p u r p o s e  

— c h i ld r e n .  W e l l ,  M r .  J o n e s ,  w h a t  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  

a b o u t  s e x ,  i t s  u s e  a n d  p o w e r  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  p r o p a g a ­

t io n  w o u ld  m a k e  a  v e r y  l a r g e  b o o k .  Y o u  d o  n o t  s e e m  

t o  r e a l iz e  t h a t  s e x  is  o t h e r  t h a n  o f  t h e  f le s h , a n d  

y e t  y o u r  o w n  a c c e p t e d  b o o k  t e l l s  y o u  t h a t  h e  w h o  

s o w e t h  t o  t h e  f le s h , s h a l l  o f  t h e  f le s h  r e a p  c o r r u p t i o n  ; 

h e  t h a t  s o w e t h  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  s h a l l  o f  t h e  s p i r i t ,  r e a p  

l i f e  e v e r l a s t i n g .

W h e r e  d o  w e  s o w  t h a t  w h i c h  r e s u l t s  in  l i f e  b u t  

in  t h e  s e x  a c t ,  a n d  i f  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t s  o n l y  u s e  

is  t o  c r e a t e  p h y s i c a l  b o d ie s  w e  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  s o w ­

i n g  to  t h e  f le s h . ' T h e  c o r r u p t i o n  is  a l l  a b o u t  u s .

T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s t u d i e d  s e x  w i t h o u t  “ t h e  f e a r  o f  

G o d ”  b e f o r e  t h e i r  e y e s ,  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  r e a l i z e d  in
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th e ir  ow n  e xp erien ce  the b en efits  o f  th e  se x  re latio n  
w h ere  m u tu al lo v e  an d  d esire  satis fied  th e  soul hun­

ger, w h ere  ch ild ren  w h ere  n o t eve n  th o u g h t o f, and 

did  n ot result, can  u n d e rstan d  so m eth in g  o f  w h a t w e 

sh all h a ve  to con ten d  w ith  to  sa v e  th is  u p ris in g  of 

the in te llect, th is  d e term in a tio n  to  s tu d y  th e  scope 

and p o w er o f  se x  to  save  th e  ra ce — ca n  un d erstan d  

th a t w e  m ust be v ig ila n t , o r  th e  m o vem en t w ill  be 
p a ra ly zed  b y  those_ w h o_ recogn ize no p u r ity  in  the 

crea tiv e  p o w er o f  o u r b o d ies other^ th a n  as w e  con­

fo rm .to  their, id e a  o f  its  r ig h t  use.
W e  are th ree fo ld  b ein gs, b o d y  so u l a n d  sp irit, 

and there are  th ree  s e x  cen ters  in  th e  b o d y . T he 

.one n ear th e  h e a rt is th e  soul, th e  lo v e  ce n te r. One 

w ho has h eld  a com panion close to  th e  b re a st, w h ile  

the p erm eatin g th r ill d rew  th em  s t ill  c lo ser, even  

t i l l  it  seem ed as i f  th e  w a lls  o f  flesh co u ld  alm ost 
be broken  th ro u gh  in  th e  desire  fo r  a  m ore p e r fe c t  
b len din g, can un d erstan d  th is  c e n te r; a n d  I  k n o w  
th a t the bra in  in  close co n ta ct w ith  a k in d re d  b ra in , 
as close as the o u ter w a lls  w ill  p erm it, g iv es  the 

| tru e  sex  th rill.

T h e life  o f these tw o  centers should descen d and 
b len d  w ith  th e  one in  th e  loins to g iv e  th e  best 
resu lt. A  ch ild  thus bego tten  w ill  becom e a b less­
in g  to  its e lf  and  to  a ll w ith  w hom  it  comes in  con­
tact. W ith  such sex  re latio n s w e  shall have fe w e r 
and b e tte r ch ildren , fo r  such relation s w ill be so 
s a tis fy in g  th a t th e y  w ill  be f a r  less frequent, and 
conception w ill  n ot be as l ik e ly  to tak e  place.

M arriage  w ith  w om an su b ject to  the m an ’s claim s, 
holds h er in  a  con dition  w here she n ever h as a  chance 
to w an t, as I  once h eard  a  m other o f  a  la rge  fam ily
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rem a rk , a n d  a  w o m a n  w h o  is  s im p ly  n e g a t iv e , w h o  

has l it t le  o r  no d e s ire  h e rs e lf, is  p r e t t y  su re  to  co n ­

ce iv e  w h e n e v e r  t h e r e  is  a  p o s s ib il ity  o f  so d o in g . 

T h e m o re  a  w o m a n ’s lo v e  n a tu r e , w h ic h  is  in  fa c t  

h e r  so u l-n a tu re , is  c a lle d  o u t  b y  th e  m an  she lo ves, 

th e  m o re  in te n s e  h e r  e n jo y m e n t  in  l o v e ’s b le n d in g , 

an d  th u s  M o th e r  N a tu r e  p r o v id e s  h e r  o w n  co n tra - 

ce p ts  a s  sh e  le a d s  th e  ra c e  o u t  o f  th e  p la n e  o f  g e n ­

e ra tio n  in to  t h a t  o f  re -g e n e r a t io n , o u t o f  th e  p lan e  

w h e r e  a n o th e r  b o d y  is  g e n e r a te d  to  t h a t  in  w h ic h  o u r 

o w n  b o d ie s  m a y  b e  r e g e n e r a te d .

"  T o  r e g e n e r a t e  is  to  g e n e r a te  o v e r  a n d  a s  s e x  is  th e  

g e n e r a t in g  fo r c e , so m u s t i t  b e  th e  r e g e n e r a t in g  

fo r c e , a n d  th u s  b ib le  s y m b o ls  s ta n d  re v e a le d  as 

t r u th s  w h ic h  a re  to  b e  r e a liz e d  th r o u g h  N a t u r e ’s la w ;  

n o t h in g  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a b o u t  th e  m e th o d  o f  th e ir  

fu lf i l lm e n t . A n d  so  o f  a l l  o th e r  b ib le  sy m b o ls, 

s h a d o w s , re f le c t io n s  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  is  w a it in g  fo r  

t h e  e v o lu t io n  w h ic h  w i l l  r e v e a l  th e  fu lln e s s  o f  its  

m e a n in g . W h e n  t h a t  t im e  co m es th e  m y s te r y  w ill  

v a n is h , a s  th e  la w s  o f  t h e ir  m a n ife s ta t io n  w i ll  be 

c l e a r l y  seen .

A s  r a c e  c u ltu r e , r a c e  im p ro v e m e n t, m u s t com e 

t h r o u g h  th e  p o w e r  o f  s e x  to  p ro d u c e  b e tte r  re s u lts  

w h e n  p r o v id e d  w ith  b e t t e r  c o n d itio n s , w e  m u st s tu d y  

th e  r e la t io n  o f  th e  h u m a n  s e x - life  to  a ll  th a t  is  b e lo w  

a n d  a b o v e  u s  a s  w e l l  a s  to  e a c h  o th e r . C h r is t ia n s  

s a y  t h a t  G o d  is  a  r e f in in g  fire , a n d  a lso  t h a t  h e  is  

a  c o n s u m in g  fire . B o t h  a r e  e m p h a t ic a lly  t r u e  o f  

s e x , b u t  i t  is  o n ly  a s  a  r e f in e r  t h a t  i t  b e co m e s  a  b le s s ­

in g  to  a l l  b e lo w  u s.

W h a t  e f f e c t  c a n  o u r  s e x  l i f e  H ave u p o n  t h e  o rd e rs  

o f  l i f e  b e lo w  u s , is  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r a l  q u e s tio n  a s k e d .
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I  d o  n o t  k n o w  a s  I  s h a ll  b e  a b le  to  m a k e  th e  

id e a  I  w is h  to  e x p r e s s  c le a r , f o r  s e x  h a s  b een  so 

d is c o n n e c t e d  fr o m  th e  t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  e ls e  b u t  p r o p a ­

g a t io n  a n d  p le a s u r e , t h a t  t o  s p e a k  o f  th e  e a r th  it s e lf  

a s  b e in g  d e p e n d e n t  in  p a r t ,  o n  th e  r e f in in g  p o w e r  o f  

a  p u r e  s e x  l i f e ,  w i l l  se e m  to  th e  u n t h in k in g  m in d  as 

a b s u r d .

B y  a  p u r e s e x  l i f e  I  m e a n  th e  m u t u a l ly  d e s ire d  

r e la t io n , th e  h ig h e s t  e x p r e s s io n  o f  w h ic h  is  a  f u l l  

b le n d in g  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s e x  c e n te r s  a n d  a  c u lm in a tio n  

w h ic h  t h r o w s  t h e  a u r a  fr o m  a l l  th r e e  in to  th e  a t ­

m o s p h e r e , t h e  w a s t e  f a l l i n g  to  t h a t  w h ic h  is  b e lo w , 

t h e  f in e r  e le m e n t  r is in g  to  m a k e  o u r  f u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  

p o s s ib le , w h ile  w e  a r e  b e in g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  s u c h  p r o g ­

r e s s  b y  t h a t  w h ic h  w e  a p p r o p r ia te . T h is  th r e e ­

f o l d  e f fe c t  is  t r u e  o f  a l l  a c t io n , th e  w a s te , th e  e ffe c t  
u p o n  th e  a c t o r  o r  a c to r s , a n d  th e  fin e r  e le m e n t o r  

a u r a  w h ic h  r is e s . T h o s e  w h o  h a v e  n o t  re a c h e d  th is  
m o re  f u l l  e x p r e s s io n  o f  l i f e ,  i f  t r u e  to  th e ir  o w n  

p la n e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  o n ly  a c t  m u tu a lly , s u ch  
a r e  in  th e  p a t h  o f  g r o w t h , a r e  in  th e  h ig h w a y  th a t  

le a d s  to  t h e  d e e p e r , h ig h e r  fu lln e s s  o f  l i fe .

P u r e  s e x  r e la t io n s !  s n e e rs  o n e  w h o se  o n ly  id e a  o f  

p u r i t y  is  le g a l i t y ,  o n e  w h o s e  m in d  is  so im p u re  th a t  

e v e n  th e  le g a l  r e la t io n  is  b u t  lic e n s e d  m e th o d  o f  
p r o p a g a t in g  t h e  ra c e .

Y e s ,  p u r e  s e x  r e la t io n s ;  as  p u r e  a s  th e  m a tin g  o f  
b ir d s  o r  th e  f r u c t if ic a t io n  o f  p la n ts . I t  is  th e c o n tr ol 

o f  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e  t h a t  h a s  m a d e  h u m a n  re la tio n s  
im p u r e . T h e  w o m a n  w h o  sn e ers  a t  th e  s e x  a ct, 
o r  t a lk s  in  in u e n d o e s  in  co n n e ctio n  w ith  it , is  n o t 

p u r e ; n o  m o re  so is  th e  m an , a n d  se e in g  th r o u g h  im ­
p u r e  e y e s , t h e y .c a s t  th e ir  p e r v e rte d  c o n d itio n  on th e



a c t  w h ic h  g a v e  th e m  a m o rta l e x isten ce . T h a t  

w h ic h  is  w r a p p e d  u p  in  th e  g e rm  com es o u t in  the 

f r u it ,  b u t  n o th in g  m o re .

P o o r  co n d itio n s  m a y  g iv e  a p o o r  q u a lity , b u t  th e  

b e st o f  co n d itio n s  ca n n o t a d d  to  th a t  w h ich  is in h er­

e n t. A l l  t h a t  w e  a re , o r m a y  becom e, cam e in to  th is  

l i f e  w ith  u s, b u t  th e  lo w  th o u g h t  o f  th e  c r e a tiv e  a ct 

is  as  a  c o n s u m in g  fire  to  th o se  w h o  in d u lg e  th e re in ; 

i t  d r a g s  th e m  d o w n  in ste a d  o f  e le v a t in g  them . Q u o t­

in g  fr o m  a n o th e r  w o r k  on s e x , th e  w r it e r  s a y s :

“ T h e  s e x  f lu id , is  so to  s p e a k , th e  e ssen tia l o il o f 

th e  b o d y  w h ic h , w h e n  th r o w n  o ff, m u st be rep laced , 

a n d  th e  id e a  w e  h a v e  o f  s e x  d e cid es  th e  ch a ra c te r  

o f  t h a t  w h ic h  ta k e s  its  p la c e  as  t r u ly  as a n y th in g  

e lse  b r in g s  fo r t h  a f t e r  its  k in d . T h e  p rocess is re ­

p e a t e d ;  m o re  s e x iz e d  m a tte r  is  th ro w n  o ff w h ich  

m u s t  a g a in  b e  re p la c e d , a n d  th u s , y e a r  a fte r  y e a r  

d o e s  s e x  d r a g  th e  m an  d o w n  becau se  he th in k s  it  

s im p ly  o f  th e  flesh  a n d  lo w  a t  th a t. C a n  w e  w on d er 

t h a t  th e r e  a re  f i lth y , d is g u s t in g  o ld  m en o r th a t 

w o m e n  so m etim es g r o w  a c r id , h a g g is h .”

W h e n  s e x  is  re sp e cte d , h on ored, lo o k ed  upon as 

s a c re d , th e  re s u lts  a re  q u ite  th e  re ve rse . I t  then  

b e co m es a  re fin e r, a  p u rifie r  o f  g ro sse r  co n d itio n s. 

T h e  a d m ira tio n  o f  th e  g r a n d  re su lts  o f  said  a ct, 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  a ll  th e  w o n d e r fu l w o r k s  o f  a rt, a ll the 

a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  m e ch a n ica l s k ill , a ll  th e  d is c o v ­

e r ie s  o f  sc ien ce , a n d  a ll  o th e r  d is t in g u is h in g  c h a r­

a c te r is t ic s  o f  o u r  ra c e  a re  th e  u n fo ld e d  p ro d u c ts  

o f  th e  s e x  a c t  f o r  th e  use a n d  s a tis fa c tio n  o f  th e  

re s u lts  o f  th e  s e x  a c t, to -w it., th e  m en a n d  w om en  

w h o  w a lk  o u r  s tre e ts , sm ile  in  o u r  fa ce s , a n d  re ­

sp o n d  to  k in s h ip  b y  f r a te r n a l a c ts  o f  k in d n e s s —
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the rea liza tio n  o f a ll  th is  ca lls  out in  the p u re  m in ded  
a  fe e lin g  a k in  to aw e in  con n ection  w ith  th e  cre a ­
t iv e  p o w er o f  sex, an d  to  such  it  becom es a  refiner. 
I t  ca lls  to  th e ir  u p b u ild in g  the elem ents, th e  fo rce s  

w h ich  correspond to th e ir  th o u g h t. T h e g rea test 
good  th a t can  resu lt fro m  th e  e ffo rts  o f  e u gen ic  
societies is  the fo ste rin g  o f  a resp ect fo r  sex , f o r  no 
class o f  p eople w ill  serio u sly  con sider th a t  w h ich  
th e y  fe e l is u n w o rth y  o f  in ve stig atio n , and  th u s  th is 
e ffo rt o f  race-im provem ent, b y  s tu d y in g  s e x  la w , 
becom es in  its e lf  an  u p liftin g  p ow er.

I  w o u ld  here sa y  to  those-w ho a re  d isgu ste d  w ith  
th e  id ea  th a t  o u r sex  life  can  h a ve  a n y  in flu en ce 
up on  th e  p lan et, th a t I  Have som ethin g m ore th a t  
w ill, no doubt, d isgu st them  still fu rth e r . W e  h a ve  
sa id  th a t th e  sym bols, the prophecies o f  th e  b ib le  
are  y e t  to be realized  in  a  gran d er sense th a n  hu m an  
ign o ran ce  has e ve r fo rm u lated  into  creeds— h a ve  
spoken o f the a b su rd ity  o f the old id ea  o f the re su r­
rectio n — h ave said  th a t w h a t is ca lled  m a te ria liza ­
tio n  is the beg in n in g  o f tru e  resurrection .

jt do n o t need to  question th e  fa c ts  o f these tem ­
p o ra ry  em bodym ents, fo r, I  h a ve  w itnessed them , 
an d  I  see the la w  w h ich  m akes them  possible. B u t  
th a t w h ich  w ill  fu rth e r d isgu st doubters is  th e  
statem en t th a t the p ro gress o f the denizens o f both 
states o f existen ce depends in  a  g rea t degree upon 
pure hum an sex  relations. I  do not say  th e  tw o  
w orlds, fo r  th e y  are .bu t the tw o conditions, the 
tw o  sides o f  one w orld , one p lan et. “ Oh, w hat non­
s e n se !”

P erh ap s. I s . i t  nonsense_to say  that tw o _forceSj_ 
tw o  fa cto rs  un ited  to  form  our bodies? Is it  non­
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sense to  s a y  th a t  th e  ra c e  s ta rte d  fro m  sex? I  do not 

see i t  so, n e ith e r  do I  see i t  nonsense, as the race 

s p r a n g  fro m  th e  u n io n  o f  se x  fa c to rs , to  sa y  th a t 

s e x  is  th e  la d d e r  on  w h ic h  w e  m u st clim b to reach  

o u r  h ig h  d e stin y . A n d , as o u r b odies cam e th rou gh  

th e  m a te r ia l e x p re ssio n  o f s e x , w h y  should  not our 

r e s u r re c te d  b o d ie s  b e  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  ch em ically  

a t t r a c t in g  p o w e r  o f  s p ir itu a liz e d  se x  au ra

P le a s e  r e a d  th e  fo llo w in g  p a ra g ra p h s  ta k e n  from  

“ M y  C e n t u r y  P la n t ,”  p a g e  2 5 9 . T h e  bo o k  w as p u b­

lis h e d  som e s e v e n te e n  y e a rs  since, an d  I  h a ve  not 

y e t  fo u n d  ca u se  to  c h a n g e  m y  o p in io n ; as I  saw  the 

t r u t h  th e n  I  see i t  n o w . I t  is m ore th a n  an  opinion, 

w h e n  th e  s o u l to u ch e s  a  c e n tra l tru th  a n d  the in ­

t e l le c t  co n firm s w h a t  th e  in n e r sense f e e ls ; w e  kn o w .

N o w  h o w  is  th is  sp ir itu a liz e d  s e x  a u ra  evo lve d ?  

W e  h a v e  sp o k e n  o f  th e  th re e  se x  centers. In  the 

u n io n  o f  th e  th re e  w ith  a  fu l l  cu lm in a tio n  th ro u g h  

th e  lo in s  w e  h a v e  o u r a n sw er, b u t to  the q u o ta tio n :

“ I t  w i l l  y e t  b e  fo u n d  th a t  th e  b ib le  w ill  m ean 

m u c h  m o re  to  u s w ith  a  n a tu r a l th a n  w ith  a  su p er­

n a t u r a l  in te rp re ta tio n , th a t  th e  research es o f  m odern  

s c ie n ce  a m o n g  th e  fin e r  fo rc e s  o f  N a tu re  le a d  to 

co n c lu s io n s  w h ic h  a re  in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  ca b a lis tic  

m e a n in g  o f  s e x  a s  e x p re s s e d  in  th a t  b o o k . T h u s  th a t  

w h ic h  w a s  h id d e n  is  m a d e  k n o w n  a n d  scien ce  b e ­

com es th e  r e a l  re v e la tio n .

“  ‘ T h § .re d e m p tio n  o f  o u r  b o d ie s .’ W h y  n o t?  Is  

N a tu re  in  th e  t e m p o r a r y  m a te r ia liz a t io n s  w h ic h  o c­

cu r, m a k in g  a n  e ffo r t  in  a  d ir e c t io n  in  w h ic h  sh e  c a n ­

n o t g o  w h e n  th e  co n d itio n s  a re  fu lf i l le d ?  A r e  th ese  

m a n ife s ta t io n s  th e  r e s u lt  o f  a  s o r t  o f  b lin d  m a n ’s
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b lu ff on th e .p a r t  o f  s p ir it js lo w n s  w h o  a re  p la y in g  
w ith  n a tu r e ’s fo rces fo r  th e ir  o w n  am usem en t?

. “ N o t so. T h e y  are  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  e a rn e st e ffo r ts > 
f on the p a rt o f a  class o f  sp irits  w h o  w o u ld  m a ster the 

secret o f sex  and  co n tro l m a tte r  a t  w ill. T h e ' 
sphere o f  the m edium  is th e  m a tr ix  o r w o m b ; s p ir it­
ualized  sex  au ra  th e  a ttr a c t in g  an d  co n d en sin g  e le­
m ent w h ich  enables the sp ir it  to  te m p o ra rily  assum e 

a m ateria l garb .
“ H a vin g  accom plished th is  m u ch  w ill  those sp ir it  

I experim en ters be l ik e ly  to  re st co n ten t w ith o u t fu r ­
th er effo rt?  H a rd ly . H a v in g  fo u n d  w h a t  it  is  th a t  

J has a ided them  thus fa r , th e y  w ill  d em an d w h en ce  

j i t  comes, how  p rod u ced , and  w h a t h in d e rs  its  p er- 
f fectio n  and abundance. S p ir itu a lize d  se x  a u ra  is 

o f  more va lu e  in  th e  e v o lu tio n a ry  u n fo ld in g  o f  the 

race, and the p lan et, th a n  are a ll th e  go ld  a n d  d ia ­

monds in  existen ce .”
T h is is w h y  I  w o u ld  h a ve  th e  th ree  se x  cen ters  

active  in  both p arties, and  a fu l l  cu lm in ation . In  
such case there is  th row n  in to  th e  m a te ria l atm os­
phere the elem ents o f a sp iritu a lized  sex  a u ra  w h ich  
can  be used in  m ateria lization.

I  w ill  rep eat here w h a t I  h ave  said  before as p ro o f 
o f  w h at I  w ill state  y e t  fu rth er, to-w it., ‘ ‘ Som ething, 
th a t w h ich  is, cannot be affected, disturbed, ca lled  
in to  action  b y  n oth ing, b y  th a t w hich is not, w h ich  
has no existen ce a ctu al o r p o ssib le : therefore, th a t 
w h ich  w e reach out fo r  exists though our conception 
th e re o f m ay be v e ry  crude, v e ry  much p erverted  
fro m  a  s tra ig h t line, y e t  the idea of th at fo r w hich  
w e  reach  is, m ust be rooted in  tru th .

“ T h e righ teo u s shall in h erit the earth .”  O ur A d-
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ven t fr ie n d s  t a k e  th is  in  i t s  l i t e r a l  sen se . T h e r e  

are tw o  d is t in c t  l in e s  o f  t h o u g h t  in  c o n e c t io n  w ith  

the se n tim en t e x p r e s s e d  in  th e  w o r d s :

“ N e a r e r  m y  G o d , t o  T h e e ,”  

one o f  w h ic h  is  to  g r o w  a w a y  fr o m  e a r th  a n d  e a r th  

co n d itio n s a n d  a s c e n d  to  th e  re a lm  o f  p u r e  b e in g  

to be lo s t  in  G o d . W it h  th is  c la s s  o f  th in k e r s , th e  

a p p e tite s , p a s s io n s , h o p e s , d e s ir e s  w h ic h  n a t u r a l ly  

b e lo n g  to  th is  s t a t e  o f  e x is t e n c e  m u s t  b e  s u b o rd i­

n a te d , c r u c if ie d , in  o r d e r  to  g e t  n e a r e r  to  th e  so u rc e  

o f  B e in g . T h e  id e a  o f  th e  o t h e r  c la s s  is  to  so c h a n g e  

c o n d itio n s  h e r e  t h a t  th e  t a b e r n a c le  o f  B e in g  m a y  d e ­

scen d  a n d  d w e l l  w i t h  u s.

This is the class that will inherit the earth; when 
in freedom our atmosphere becomes so vitalized with 
spiritualized sex aura that materialization can be 
perfected, the resurrection an achieved fact; then 
this latter class will take possession of their inherit­
ance, and in their triumph over death will sing the 
conqueror’s song.

A n d  a l l  t h is  d e p e n d s  m o re  o r  le s s  u p o n  p u r e  s e x  

r e la t io n s  c o u p le d  w it h  a  c o r r e c t  id e a  o f  w h a t  p u r i t y  

is . H o w  i t  is  t h a t  t o t a l  a b s t in e n c e  fr o m  th e  a c t  

t o  w h ic h  w e  o w e  o u r  b o d ie s  s h o u ld  b e  c o n sid e re d  

th e  a c m e  o f  p u r i t y ,  o r  w h y  t h a t  a c t  w h e n  n a tu r a l  

a n d  m u t u a l  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  im p u re  to  th o se  

w h o  s e e k  to  l iv e  a  l i f e  o f  h o lin e s s , a r e  p ro b le m s 

I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  s o lv e d , th o u g h  I  g e t  g lim p s e s  o f  th e  

w h y .
B u t  o f  t h is  I  a m  s a t is f ie d ;  th e  id e a  th a t  to  b ecom e 

s p ir i t u a l,  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  h id d e n  fo r c e s  o f  o u r  b e in g , 

w e  m u s t  r e t a in  a n d  d e v o te  o u r  s e x  l i f e  th e re to , 

t h o u g h  b r in g in g  o u t  s u c h  w o n d e r fu l  o c c u lt  p o w e rs

8T
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as th e  fa k irs  o f  th e  O rien t possess has n ev er ele­
v a te d  the possessor above b e in g  a  w a n d e r in g  v a g a ­
bond d ep en d in g on others fo r  his bread , an d  as to 
the masses, the idea  th a t such m en a re  h o ly  has been 
th e ir  curse, and  w h erev er the se x  a ct is  d esp ised  o r 
used sim p ly  fo r  p leasu re  w ith  no id e a  o f  its  m ission 
to the w orld , th ere  is d e g ra d a tio n ; y es , d e g ra d a tio n  
th ough  clo th ed  in  v e lv e t  an d  b ro a d clo th , fo r  m a n y  

such are re a d y  to  in d u lg e  in  w h a t th e y  desp ise, and 
w hile c la im in g 'to  be so co rrect in  th e ir  lives, m a y  be 

h id in g  the p an gs o f  d isease th a t h as com e fro m  stolen  
p leasu re/^

“ T h a t a c t  is m y re lig io n ,”  sa id  one w h o  w a s  m is­
understood and p ersecu ted . T h e  n a tu ra l con clu sion  

to the above w ou ld  h a v e  b een : “ A n d  do y o u  th in k  

th a t I w ou ld  p ro fan e  it  1 ”  an d  y e t , w h a t a  h o w l w en t 

up from  those w ho h ad  n ot sense en o u gh  to  see th a t 
w e n ever abuse th a t w h ich  w e  re veren ce. O ne, and 
a v e ry  im p o rtan t p a rt o f  th e  w o r k  o f  e u gen ic  so cie­
ties should be to  tea ch  a  reveren ce  fo r  s e x ; n ot a 
b lind , unreasoning, b u t an  in te llig e n t reveren ce.

S u ch  reveren ce w ill  do m ore to w a rd  race  im p ro ve­
m ent than  a n y  o th er one th in g  unless it  be th e  fu ll  
freedom  o f w o m a n ; b u t such reveren ce  can  h a rd ly  be 
actu alized  u n til w om an is thus free  and  the in stitu ­
tions o f  so ciety  ad ju sted  to such freedom .

A s  the la w  n ow  stands the r ig h t to sex expression  
belon gs o n ly  to  the le g a lly  m arried, and then o n ly  
w ith  the leg a l p artn er. In v ie w  o f the n ature and 
needs o f  the race, this la w  seems to me a huge jo k e  
fo r  the law m akers them selves do not pretend to 
obey. Such  a la w  is  w orse than useless; it  is de­
g rad in g . I t  engenders contem pt fo r sex, fo r  those



w h o  re fu s e  to  o b ey  fe e l  co n te m p t fo r  th em selves and 

fo r  th e ir  p a r tn e rs  in  d iso b ed ien ce  th is  because th e ir  

s ta n d a rd  o f  re s p e c ta b ility  is th e  le g a l p erm it n ot­

w ith s ta n d in g  t h e ir  v io la t io n  o f  its  re q u irem e n ts; i f  

n o t, w h y  d o  th e y  t r y  to  h id e  w h a t th e y  do? H ow  

ca n  t h e y  h e lp  fe e lin g  co n tem p t fo r  th em selves w hen 

t h e y  v io la te  th e ir  o w n  s ta n d a rd , even  th o u g h  th a t 

s ta n d a r d  be fa ls e  ?

F o r  o u r  e u g e n ic  so c ie ties  to  a tte m p t to stop the 

p r o p a g a t io n  o f  th e  u n fit  b y  le g is la tio n  w ill  be the 

w o r s t  t h in g  th e y  ca n  do. S u ch  a course  w o u ld  ten d  

to  lo w e r  th e  id e a  o f  s e x  in  th e  m in ds o f  the m asses 

w h ile  g e n e r a t in g  u n to ld  d e cep tio n .

T h e  lo w e r  th e  id e a  o f  th e  se x  a c t the less it  w ill 

s a t is f y ,  th u s  th e  g r e a te r  th e  h u n g e r  fo r  th e  life  e le­

m e n ts  n e e d e d . T h o se  w h o  fe e l th is h u n g e r do not, 

f o r  th e  m o st p a rt , u n d e rsta n d  w h a t it  m eans, but 

t h e y  w i l l  t r y  to  a p p ea se  it , an d  no la w  can be so 

fo rm e d  a s  to  p re v e n t th e ir  so d o in g.

“ H u n g e r  f o r  l i fe  e le m e n ts ,”  s a y s  one question- 

in g ly ,  “ h u n g e r  f o r  li fe  e lem en ts an d  se e k in g  s a tis ­

f a c t io n  th r o u g h  th e  s e x  a c t w hen  it so o ften  d epletes 

a n d  d is e a s e s ? ”

T h a t  w o u ld  n e v e r  be i f  o n ly  m u tu a l and lo v in g  

re la t io n s  w e r e  h e ld  an d  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  hon ored  

th e m s e lv e s  a n d  e a ch  o th e r  in  w h a t th e y  d id . T h e  

lo w  id e a  a n d  ig n o ra n t, re c k le s s  use ca u ses th e  disease 

w h ic h  y e t  f u r th e r  lo w e rs  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  c r e a tiv e ' 

a c t, h e n ce, th e  m o re  w e  co n d em n  th e  g r e a te r  th e  e v il 

becom es.

“ I  c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  th e re  sh o u ld  b e  so 

m u ch  im p o rta n c e  a tta c h e d  to  s e x  a n d  its  m a n ife s ta ­

t io n s ,”  s a y s  a n o th e r .

59
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as the fakirs of the Orient possess has never ele­
vated the possessor above being a wandering vaga­
bond depending on others for his bread, and as to 
the masses, the idea that such men are holy has been 
their curse, and wherever the sex act is despised or 
used simply for pleasure with no idea of its mission 
to the world, there is degradation; yes, degradation 
though clothed in velvet and broadcloth, for many 
such are ready to indulge in what they despise, and 
while claiming to be so correct in their lives, may be 
hiding the pangs of disease that has come from stolen 
pleasure. ,•

“ That act is my religion,”  said one who was mis­
understood and persecuted. The natural conclusion 
to the above would have been: “ And do you think 
that I would profane it?”  and yet, what a howl went 
up from those who had not sense enough to see that 
we never abuse that which we reverence. One, and 
a very important part of the work of eugenic socie­
ties should be to teach a reverence for sex; not a 
blind, unreasoning, but an intelligent reverence.

Such reverence will do more toward race improve­
ment than any other one thing unless it be the full 
freedom of woman; but such reverence can hardly be 
actualized until woman is thus free and the institu­
tions of society adjusted to such freedom.

As the law now stands the right to sex expression 
belongs only to the legally married, and then only 
with the legal partner. In view of the nature and 
needs of the race, this law seems to me a huge joke 
for the lawmakers themselves do not pretend to 
obey. Such a law is worse than useless; it is de­
grading. It engenders contempt for sex, for those
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w h o  r e fu s e  to  o b e y  fe e l  c o n te m p t fo r  th em selves  and 

fo r  t h e ir  p a r tn e r s  in  d iso b ed ie n ce  th is  becau se  th e ir  

s ta n d a r d  o f  r e s p e c ta b ility  is th e  le g a l  p e rm it n o t­

w ith s t a n d in g  t h e ir  v io la t io n  o f  its  re q u ire m e n ts ; i f  

n o t, w h y  d o  t h e y  t r y  to  h id e  w h a t  th e y  do? H o w  

c a n  t h e y  h e lp  f e e l in g  co n te m p t fo r  th e m selve s  w h en  

t h e y  v io la t e  th e ir  o w n  s ta n d a rd , eve n  th o u g h  th a t  

s ta n d a r d  be fa ls e  ?

F o r  o u r  e u g e n ic  s o c ie tie s  to  a tte m p t to  stop  th e  

p r o p a g a t io n  o f  th e  u n fit  b y  le g is la t io n  w ill  be the 

w o r s t  t h in g  t h e y  ca n  do. S u c h  a  co u rse  w o u ld  ten d  

to  lo w e r  th e  id e a  o f  s e x  in  th e  m in d s o f  th e  m asses 

w h ile  g e n e r a t in g  u n to ld  d e cep tio n .

T h e  lo w e r  th e  id e a  o f  th e  s e x  a c t th e  less  i t  w ill  

s a t is f y ,  th u s  th e  g r e a te r  th e  h u n g e r  fo r  th e  life  e le­

m e n ts  n e e d e d . T h o se  w h o  fe e l th is  h u n g e r  do not, 

f o r  th e  m o st p a r t , u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  i t  m eans, b u t 

t h e y  w i l l  t r y  to  a p p e a se  it , an d  no la w  can  be so 

fo r m e d  as to  p r e v e n t  th e ir  so d o in g .

“ H u n g e r  f o r  l i fe  e le m e n ts ,”  s a y s  one question- 

in g ly ,  “ h u n g e r  f o r  l i f e  e lem en ts an d  se e k in g  sa tis ­

f a c t io n  th r o u g h  th e  s e x  a c t w h en  it  so o fte n  d ep letes 

a n d  d is e a s e s ? ”
T h a t  w o u ld  n e v e r  be i f  o n ly  m u tu a l an d  lo v in g  

re la t io n s  w e r e  h e ld  a n d  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  h on ored  

th e m s e lv e s  a n d  e a ch  o th e r  in  w h a t  th e y  d id . T h e  

lo w  id e a  a n d  ig n o ra n t, re c k le s s  use ca u ses th e  d isease 

w h ic h  y e t  f u r th e r  lo w e rs  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  c r e a tiv e ' 

a c t, h e n ce, th e  m o re  w e  co n d em n  th e  g r e a te r  th e  e v il 

becom es.

“ I  c a n n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  th e re  sh o u ld  be so 

m u c h  im p o rta n c e  a tta c h e d  to  s e x  a n d  its  m a n ife s ta ­

t io n s ,”  s a y s  a n o th e r.



“ W e ll, n e v e r  m in d  th e  w h y  n o w ; sup pose y o u  go 

to  th e  le c tu re  to n ig h t  a n d  th e n  te ll  m e w h a t you  
th in k  o f  th e  s p e a k e r .”  H e  go es, a n d  up on  his retu rn  

I  qu estio n  h im  as to  h is  o p in io n  o f  th e  m an.

“ O h, h e  is  g ra n d , h e  is  e lo q u e n t; e v e r y  m ovem ent, 

e v e r y  g la n c e  o f  h is  eye, e v e r y  to n e o f  h is vo ice  p ro ­
cla im s h is  s u p e r io r ity .”

“ A h , an d  fro m  w h en ce  d id  he d e riv e  th a t  p o w e r ? ”

H e lo o k s  a t  m e as th o u g h  a  n e w  id e a  h a d  com e to 

h im , a n d  I  c o n tin u e : “ A l l  t h a t  th e  m an  is w as  e n - ,  

fo ld e d  in  th e  s e x  co m b in atio n  w h ich  s ta r te d  him  on 

th e  ro a d  to  th is  s ta te  o f  e x isten ce , a n d  w h ich  is the 

g r e a te s t, th e  ca u se  o r  th e  e ffe ct ? I f  th a t  m a n ’s p a r­

en ts  h a d  h e ld  a  lo w  id e a  o f  s e x  eve n  w h ile  in d u lg in g  

in  th e  a c t, do y o u  su p po se  he w o u ld  h a v e  been w h a t 

h e  i s ? ”

M y  q u e stio n er lo o k s  a t  m e b u t s a y s  n o th in g ; he 

is  th in k in g . ■ '“ D o  y o u  u n d e rs ta n d ,”  I  a d d , “ th a t the 

m ore se x  is  h on ored, in te llig e n tly  hon ored, the h ig h e r 

th e  q u a lity  o f  th e  elem ents w h ich , in  un ion, p ro d u ce 

a n o th e r p e rso n a lity  ? ’ 0  T h is  illu stra tio n  m ig h t be 
v a r ie d  in  a  thousand ' w a y s , b u t m ore is n ot needed. 

W e  o n ly  n eed to  u n d e rstan d  w h a t sex  re a lly  is to 
re n d e r  th e  h on or due. I  am  filled  w ith  aw e as I  

co n te m p late  its  im m easureable  p ow er. E v e ry  step  
o f  e vo lu tio n  fro m  th e  m on ad to  the hum an has been 
m ad e  p o ssib le  th ro u g h  the in teraction  o f  the sex  
fa c to r s , and  th ro u g h  such in teractio n  w e m ust rise 

still h ig h e r , i f  a t  a ll.

A g a in , sex  is a refiner as w ell as a creator, an d  a  
n orm al, a  harm on ious evolution  'm ust refine the 
p la n e t  as w e ll as its  in h a b ita n ts; indeed, w e cannot



61

rise  o n ly  as w e  l i f t  a ll below  u s ; otherw ise we should 
b re a k  th e  ch ain  o f  causation , fo r  as Pope says: ' 

“ W h a te v e r  lin k  you  strike,
[The ten th , o r ten  thousandth breaks the chain a lik e ,”  

an d  th a t  is w h y  I  insist th at fo r  harmonious grow th 

an d  fo r  th e  refin in g  o f  ourselves and a ll beneath us, 

th e re  should  be a  fu ll  expression o f the combined 
p o w e r  gen era ted  b y  the three sex centers in union. 

T h e  m ore m ateria l portion  o f the sex act belongs to 
th e  e x te rn a l, an d  w hen this center is suppressed that 

th e  lo ve , and the brain  centers m ay generate spirit­
u a l p o w er, w e  in so m uch, are robbers o f the physical.

I  re tu rn  a g a in  and again  to this point because I  
see so m uch m ore in  it  th at I  can find w ords to ex­
press.

I  am  g la d  that the sacrifice to the spiritual o f  w hat 
belon gs to  the m aterial is not the general practice, 
b u t, w ith  the p revailin g  idea, the sex act, to use the 
la n g u ag e  o f  the Theosophist, m aterializes on too low  
a plane. B etter thus than not at all, but w ith our 
tE ought on this su b ject elevated, a ll else would be 
raised h igher in the scale o f  developm ent, and, as 
a  refiner o f  earth elements, this higher idea o f  sex 
w ou ld  hasten the d a y  when the earth itse lf w ould be 
a ll the heaven w e could ask for. )

W ith  such exalted ideas o f sex it  w ould never be 
abused. T hat is w hy I  welcome eugenic societies fo r 
the purpose o f race improvement. The study of the 
la w  involved tends to a higher valuation of sex itself.

Sex, creative power, that in which w e live and 
m o v l'a n d  J iaye. our being! One w riter claim s that T 
FatTieFJ\Iother God is an Infinite ocean o f S e x -F ire ; i 
and in v iew  o f w hat has been said, how significant
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the jw ords. T h e  k in g d o m  o f  h e a v en  is  w ith in  you. 
No. m y s t ic a lj” n on -u n d erstan d able  m ean in g , b u t a 

p lain  statem en t o f  a  scien tific  tru th .

" A s  to the la w  o f  p ro p a g a tio n , w e  n eed  n o t tro u b le  
ourselves so m uch on th a t lin e , fo r  th e  h ig h  id ea  w ill 

g iv e  a  h igh  ch a ra cte r  to  th e  germ s o f  b e in g  a n d  the 
ch ild  so b ego tten  an d  ge stated , ca n n o t f a i l  o f  bein g  

su p erior to  the one b o rn  o f  p a ren ts  w h o  h a v e  so low  

an  id ea  o f  sex  th e y  w o u ld  c r u c ify  i t  i f  th e y  could , 
fo r  in  both cases th a t w h ich  w a s  so w n  w ill  be re a p t.

“ B u t w h a t o f  th e  te rr ib le  co n d itio n s w h ich  h a ve  
resu lted  fro m  a w ro n g  use o f  such  c r e a tiv e  p o w e r ? ’ ’

T he h igh er w ill  s c a tte r  th e  lo w e r  as th e  sun shine 

scatters the clouds. In  th is  co n n ection  th ese  w o rd s, 

“ seek first th e  k in gd o m  o f  G o d ,”  o r  h e av en , I  fo r ­

g et w h ich  w o rd  is used, i t  m akes b u t l i t t le  d ifferen ce  
— “ seek first the k in gd o m  o f  h e av en  a n d  its  r ig h t­

eousness and  a ll th in gs  else sh a ll be a d d e d ,”  are  
also b ig  w ith  m eaning, fo r  th e  e vo lu tio n  o f  h eav en  
on earth  m ust come th ro u gh  th e  h ig h  a p p re cia tio n  
and r ig h t  use o f the creative  p o w er in  o u rselves, and 
w ith  th is in te lligen t' use w e  m ay, as a  ra ce , re a ch  a ll 
th a t is  desirable, th u s e lim in a tin g  w h a te v e r  is ob­
jection able.

Y e s , a ll th in gs else sh all be added, b u t i t  w ill  ta k e  
tim e to  b rin g  the earth  w ith  its  in h abitan ts to  such  
a  state  o f  developm ent, and  w h ile  th e  m ost efficient 
a gen cy  in  the w o rk  is  a  h ig h  re g a rd  fo r  sex, a re g a rd  
th a t am ounts to  reveren ce. In  the m eantim e the 
w o rk ers w ill  n ot be id le  on o th er lines, b u t th e ir  
th o u gh t, th e ir  e v e ry  e ffo rt should be in  harm on y 
w ith  th is h ig h  id e a l o f  crea tiv e  life .

A n d  now , in  conclusion, p erm it me to say  I  hope
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t h a t  som e o f  m y  re a d e rs  w i l l  b e  so in sp ired  as to  
b e  a b le  to  e x p re s s  m o re  f u l ly  th a n  I  h a v e  done 

w h a t  m y  so u l sen ses o f  th e  M a je s ty  o f  S e x  b u t w h ich  

I  ca n n o t fin d  th e  la n g u a g e  to  p ro p e r ly  cloth e.
L. W.
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WHITED SEPULCHERS.

“ F a ir  w ith o u t b u t w ith in  a re  f u l l  o f  d e a d  m e n ’s 

b o n e s.” — B ib le .
W e  h a v e  a  c la ss  o f  p eo p le  w h o  lo o k  upon th em ­

se lv es  as  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  a ll  rig h teo u sn ess, o f 

w h om  th e  a b o v e  is e m in e n tly  tru e , b u t th e y  are 

u t te r ly  u n co n scio u s o f  th e  fa c t .  T h e y  seem  to  th in k  

th a t  a ll  v io la tio n s  o f  th e ir  code o f  m o ra lity , w h ich  

th e y  c la im  is  fro m  G od, as e v id e n ce  o f  d e p r a v ity  on 

th e  p a r t  o f  th e  v io la to rs  in ste a d  o f  b e in g  th e  resu lt 

o f  N a tu r e ’s e ffo rt to  overco m e th e  o b stru ctio n s  w h ich  

these se lf-r ig h te o u s ones h a v e  p u t in  th e  p a th  o f  

p u re , h e a lth y  cre a tiv e  actio n .
H a v in g  u su rp ed  th e ir  p la ce  in  th e  n am e o f  God 

th e y  h a v e  p la ce d  H u m a n ity  b etw een  th e  tw o  th ieves 

o f  ch u rch  a n d  s ta te  and  then are  k e e p in g  up  the 
to rtu r e  o f  s lo w  cru cifix io n . F o r t y  th o u san d  a b o r­
tio n s in  one y e a r  in  a  c ity  o f  less than  a  m illio n  in ­
h a b ita n ts. T h ir ty  thousand o f these the re su lt  o f 
an  il le g a l  assertion  o f  H um an righ ts, and te n  th o u ­
san d  th e  p ro d u ct o f  u n w illin g  m a tern ity  u n d er m a r­
r ia g e  s la v e ry , and  th e  w h ited  sepulchers the cause 
o f  i t  a ll  besides alm ost countless m urders and  su i­
cid e s  becau se  o f  th e  bars p laced  in the p a th  o f 
N a tu r e ’s la w  o f  m u tu a l a ttraction .

T a k e  th e  abortion s and  drop p ing the a ve ra g e  one-



h a lf  w h e n  w e  co n sid e r e ig h ty  m illio n s o f p eople, w e 

th e n  h a v e  m o re  th a n  a m illio n  a n d  a  h a lf  o f  our 

ra c e , y e a r ly ,  w h o  a re  n o t p e rm itte d  to  see th e  lig h t. 

W h a t  o f  “ ra c e  s u ic id e ,”  T h e o d o re?  B u t  th e  o b ject 

o f  th is  c r it ic is m  is  to  sh o w  h o w  th ese  self-righ teou s 

o n es p e r se c u te , a  la  C o m sto ck , those w h o  desire to 

u n d e r s ta n d  th e  b e st, th e  h ig h e s t use o f  o u r crea tiv e  

l i f e  in  its  r e la t io n  to  th e  w e lfa r e  o f  th e  race.

T h e  o r g a n  o f  th e  E u g e n ic  so cieties, fro m  fe a r  o f 

s u c h  p e r se c u tio n , d a re  n o t p u b lish  th e  fo llo w in g  

a r t ic le  u n le ss  th e  p a r a g ra p h s  an d  the w ord s in cluded 

in  b r a c k e t s  w e r e  le f t  o u t o r  ch a n ged . W h a t is  the 

u se  o f  s t u d y in g  E u g e n ic s , o r th e  la w  th ro u g h  w hich  

c h ild r e n  m a y  b e  w e ll  b o rn  i f  th e  fu n d am en ta l p rin ­

c ip le s  in v o lv e d  m a y  n o t b e  g iv e n  in  la n g u a g e  th a t 

c a n  b e  u n d e rsto o d , an d  w h a t can  m easure th e  v ile ­

n ess o f  su ch  as can find obscenity in the condemned 

w o r d s  a n d  p a r a g ra p h s ?  N o o b jectio n  b y  th e  p u b­

lis h e r , b u t  p re v io u s  p erse cu tio n  has in duced, p er­

h a p s , a n  o v e r  ca u tio n .

W e  g iv e  b e lo w  th e  re je c te d  a rtic le .

EUGENIC WORK.
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T h e  n e w  J o u rn a l h as com e to  han d. I t  ca rr ie s  a 
d ig n ifie d  a n d  d e e p ly  e a rn e st sp h ere, as i f  con sciou s 

o f  th e  m ig h ty  w o r k  b e fo re  it. I t  is  fu l l  o f  fo o d  fo r  

th o u g h t b u t  o n ly  w h e n  i t  d e c la re s  fo r  th e  ab so lu te  

freed o m  o f  w o m a n  does i t  to u ch  b o tto m ; a n d  w h en  

I  s a y  fre ed o m  I  m ean  it . T h e  tr a n s fe r  fro m  se x  

s la v e r y  to  l iv in g  f o r  th e  n e x t  g e n e ra tio n  is  n o t  

freed o m .
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In  th e  p ast, w h en  m a r ita l d u ty  w a s  th e  ru lin g 

fa c to r  o f  a  w i f e ’s life , th e re  w a s  no th o u g h t fo r  the 

ch ild , b u t n o w  w h en  w o m a n  b e g in s  to  reb el, when 

she is  re p u d ia tin g  th e  ch a in s  th a t  r e lig io n  an d  law  

h a ve  p la ce d  u p o n  h e r th e re  is  d a n g e r  o f  scientific 
chains. T h e  s p ir it  o f  th e  p re se n t o rd e r  w ill  not 

p erm it w om an  to  be w h o lly  f r e e  i f  i t  ca n  be pre­

ven ted .
I  am  g la d  th is  qu estio n  is  u p  fo r  s o lu tio n  fo r  tt 

w ill  create  m ore re sp e ct fo r  se x , a n d  th a t  is  th e  first 
step to w a rd  ra ce  e le va tio n . [T h e  s e x  flu id , so to i 

|sp e a k , is  th e  essen tia l o il o f  th e  b o d y  and, w h en ! 

I th row n  off m ust be re p la ce d , a n d  th e  estim ate  w e I 

I  have o f  th e  se x  a c t d ecid es th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  th a t!  

* w h ich  ta k es  its  p la ce  ju s t  as  t r u ly  as a n y th in g  else { 

® b rin gs fo rth  a fte r  its  k in d .]
T he discussion o f a n y  q u e stio n  en h an ces our 

estim ate o f its  im p o rtan ce, th e re fo re  th e  in terest 
tak en  in  th e  la w  o f gen era tio n  n a t u r a l ly  e le v a te s ; 
b u t there is d a n g er in  a tte m p tin g  to  d ire c t, to  ru le  
sex  attractio n s a cco rd in g  to  o u r p resen t id e a s  o f  this 
w o n d erfu l p ow er fo r  good o r e v il— d a n g e r  o f  d oin g 
th is in stead o f re v e re n tly  in v e stig a tin g  a n d  b e in g  
w illin g  to  fo llo w  in  the p ath  o f n ew  d isco veries.

W h en JW h itm an  s a id : S e x  con tain s a ll, h e  said  
w h a t j t  w o u ld  ta k e  volum es to elaborate. A l l  o f  th is 
grea t c ity  o f C h icago, and a ll other cities  u p o n  the 
globe, the ships upon the seas, the co n veyan ces upon 
lan d  fro m  th e  go-cart to  the p alace  car, a ll  these 
w o n d erfu l results, w ith  a ll in  the fields o f  a r t  and 
literatu re  are  the w o rk  o f embodied sex-acts fo r  
em bodied s e x -a cts ; and y et, strange to say— th is  act, 
th is w o n d e rfu l creative  pow er w ith ou t w h ich  w e
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sh o u ld  h a v e  no e a rth ly  existence, is counted obscene 
i f  w e  d a re  to  discuss it  th rou gh  the public press.

B u t  p eop le  are  w a k in g  u p ; interest in  the law s of 
life  is  in cre a s in g ; th erefore I  say, the first step to ­
w a rd  ra ce  e levation  is b ein g  taken. B u t  there is 
one statem en t m ade b y  the ed itor o f  E ugen ics about 
w h ich  I  should lik e  to ask  a  question. W hen he 
s a y s : A  w om an has a  r ig h t to the best possible con­
ditions fo r  m otherhood, in clu d in g the best fath er­

hood, I  w ou ld  lik e  to ask  w ho is to decide as to the 
best fatherh ood ?

In  the case o f p lan ts and anim als there is an out­
side ru lin g  m in d; w here is the outside ru lin g  mind 
to d irect the hum an? Is it not possible that M other 
N atu re, n otw ithstanding our e d ito r’s estim ate o f  her 

la ck  o f intelligence, is to  decide in this m atter, and 
b y  the la w  of attraction ? In a previous article, as 
expressed through L ucifer, he urged upon woman 
the responsibility o f choosing the best fath er fo r  her 
child. She does not have to choose. N ature does so 

fo r  her.
A  wom an w ill bear a better child to an inferior, or 

rath er to an ordinary man to whom she is stron gly 
j  a ttracted  than to the most perfect man that can be - 
/ found fo r  whom she has no desire and i f  she rejects 
j the attraction by choosing the superior man she is 

sure to m ake a failure.
A gain , it  is urged that both parents should prepare 

for parentage. W h y ? W h y live  d ifferen tly  fo r  such 
a purpose than fo r  an y  other purpose, at any other 
time ?, Should we not live  the best we kn ow  how all 
the time, and w hat more can be done before tak in g 
the step th at leads to parentage?
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That which it is hoped will benefit a child which is 
yet to come will surely benefit the candidates for par­
entage, and Nature transmits what the parents really 
are, not what they wish the child to become.

It is also thought, not only that the mother should 
prepare herself to receive the [sperm] but that she 
live for the child during its gestation. A mistake. 
She should live for herself, make the most of her­
self, for, I repeat, Nature transmits what the mother 
is, not what she wishes her child to be. The less she 
thinks of the child the better other than to love it.

In support of this statement I  will give a fact: I 
might give several but space forbids. Zera Col­
burn’s mother was a weaver. A pattern for a cover­
let she did not quite understand she was called upon 
to weave. This caused her to lie awake all night 
studying it out—so many threads this way, so many 
that, and so many the other. She not only solved the 
problem of the pattern but made her son the wonder­
ful mathematician that he was. It is not at all prob­
able that she once thought of her coming child dur­
ing that eventful night.

Now suppose the same intensity of thought had 
been directed to the child with the purpose of mak­
ing him what he really became what would have 
been the result? Simply this: he would have hated 
mathematics. How do I  know ? Because I  have found 
such to be the result in similar cases. Then the 
philosophy of it is plain. Such a force as was de­
veloped in that mother’s mind while solving the 
problem of the coverlet—such a force directed to­
ward the child becomes a disturbing element, thus 
creating a dislike for that which had disturbed it.



[Mother love is a strong force and if the brain is 
permitted to direct that force to the womb as a regu­
lating power it is sure to disturb gestation and such 
disturbance reacts against what is desired. Thg 
womb is love’s laboratory and the brain has no 
business trying to regulate the action of this retort.]

The work of the intellect is external. It should 
provide the best possible conditions then leave Na­
ture to use them as she pleases. Let mother love, 
look forward to the advent of the coming one, then 
greet it as a welcome guest, but never attempt to 
mould it after a pattern. Indeed, there seems to be 
an instinctive individuality in the embryo which re­
sents such attempts and I have never known one to 
be a success. And what right have we who claim 
self-government for ourselves to attempt to control 
the destiny of another

The propagation of the unfit is the next great 
question how can it be prevented? There is but 
one legitimate way— provide fit conditions for all; 
make woman absolutely free to accept what she de­
sires and to reject what she does not desire. I mean 
if she wants whiskey, tobacco or any other foolish 
thing, so seeming, let her have it. If she wants to 
steal let her think she has done so, and by such 
means, though, the editor thinks of her as possess­
ing a low order of intelligence, Mother Nature will 
gestate all undesirable qualities out of the race. Such 
gratification to be only during the gestation of the 
child, of course.

How do I know that Nature can do what I assert? 
From demonstrated fact and the universality of law. 

While residing in Topeka, Kans., a lady whose
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husband w as a  tea ch e r said  to m e : “ M y  h u sb a n d ’s 
fa th e r and brothers a re  d r in k in g  m en b u t h e  has 
no desire fo r  liq u o r and  h is  m o th er te lls  m e ^ h y . 
D u rin g  his gestatio n  she h a d  a t  one tim e a stro n g  
desire fo r  b ra n d y  and  the co n d itio n s w ere  su ch  th a t 
she d ran k  a ll she w an ted . S h e  th u s  s a tia te d  the 
em bryo, k illin g  th e  h e re d ita ry  te n d e n cy . ’ j j g

I f  such a resu lt can  be b ro u g h t a b o u t in  one ease 

it  can in  a ll cases o f lik e  con d itio n s. A n d  n o w , as 
N atu re  w ill  a ct a  v e r y  la rg e  p a r t  in  d e c id in g  r ig h t  

gen eration  I  th in k  it  best to  d e fe n d  h e r som ew h at 
again st the m isu n d erstan d in g th a t  p re v a ils . In  the 

5 th  issue o f  the C lothed  W ith  the S u n  o f  d a te  Jun e, 
1 9 0 0 , th is question o f  the seem in g w a ste  o f  th e  b lo s­
soms, germ s and [sperm s] o f  cre a tiv e  life  cam e up, 

and a fte r  show ing th a t there w as no w a ste — th a t  th is 
e x tra  sex life  goes into  eartmj an d  atrm fephere as a 
v ita liz in g  elem ent, the w rite r  s a y s :

“ L e t us suppose fo r  a  m om ent th a t in  a ll  th e  w id e  
ran ge o f vegetab le , anim al and hum an life  th e re  are 
from  h enceforth  no germ s secreted, no [sp erm s], nu 
pollen, n oth in g in th e  w a y  o f  crea tiv e  life  e x ce p t 
th a t w h ich  tak es a n ew  fo rm  o f life , w h a t w o u ld  be 
the resu lt?  P lease rem em ber, it  is a d em on strated  
fa c t  th a t in order to liv e  there m ust be in e arth  an d  
a ir  e v e ry  elem ent o f w hich  our bodies are com posed 
and in  .a con dition  th a t it  can  be ap p ro p riated  
W h ere  can  w e find such elem ent other th a n  th a t 
w h ich  has been evo lu ted  th ro u gh  the ch em istry  o f  
sex?  F ro m  w hence could  w e draw  our life-fo rce , 
an d  th is question  m ust be asked o f eve ry  grad e o f 
life . W h ere  could  th e y  get th a t w hich  w ou ld  blend 

w ith  th e ir  li fe  ? _
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“ W ove i t  possib le  fo r  w h at I have supposed to 

b ecom e tru e  tbe  fam in e of life  elem ents w ould soon 

be s6 g r e a t  th a t the w hole earth  w ould be covered 
w ith  th e  p a ll o f  d e a th .”

W ith  such an in sigh t into N a tu re 's  methods our 

re sp e ct fo r  h er in te llig e n ce  rises m any degrees. A nd 

n o w  as to  w o m a n ’s fre e d o m : W hen she is so free 

th a t  n ij' com m ercial elem ent is connected w ith  her 

s e x  life  th e  b ackb o n e o f the m oney pow er w ill be 

b ro k en , fo r  th ere  w ill be fo r  it no sustaining life ; 

w h en  w om an  is so free th a t she holds none but loving 

re la tio n s  disease w ill be a t  a minimum fo r  harmony 

is h e a lth , an d  the Avar spirit w ill die for there will 

bjeuio Qflnflict in the creato ry.

L. W.


