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PREFACE

In preparing this edition it has been thought desirable to make 
some changes, both with the view of rendering the book more 
convenient to the reader, and bringing the argument as much as 
possible up to date. On the one hand, an entirely new chapter 
has been introduced dealing with the evidence of “ The Teaching 
of the Twelve Apostles,” an ancient treatise which had not been 
published when the last edition was issued. ‘Much pertinent 
matter regarding the martyrdom of Ignatius, which has hitherto 
only formed part of the preface to the sixth and complete editions, 
has now been suitably incorporated in the text. In a similar 
way, considerable additions have been made to the chapter on 
Tatian, dealing with more recent information on the nature of 
his Diatessaron. A still more important insertion in this edition 
is a critical examination of the use of the works of Josephus by 
the author of the third Synoptic and the Acts of the Apostles, 
by which fresh light has been thrown upon the date at which 
those writings must have been produced.

On the other hand, the long lists of writers on different subjects 
treated in the text have been omitted, where direct quotations 
have not been made from their works, or where such references 
were not considered specially interesting. The long linguistic 
analyses of speeches in the Acts of the Apostles, and unneces
sary Greek quotations in the notes throughout, have also been 
omitted as of little interest to general readers. Any student 
desirous of examining these is referred to the complete or earlier
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v i a PREFACE

editions. Nothing has been removed, however, which is of any 
importance to the main argument, and much that is of interest 
has been added.

For the rest, whatever improvement could be effected in the 
style of the book has been carefully carried out, and it is hoped 
that this edition has considerably gained in clearness and pre
cision. Except in this respect, the Conclusions have not been 
materially altered, but, on the contrary, after bearing the test of 
many years of thought and study, they are repeated with 
unhesitating confidence.
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INTRODUCTION

Theoretically, the duty of adequate inquiry into the truth of 
any statement of serious importance before believing it is univer
sally admitted. Practically, no duty is more universally neglected. 
This is more especially the case in regard to Religion, in which 
our concern is so great, yet whose credentials so few personally 
examine. The difficulty of such an investigation and the inability 
of most men to pursue it, whether from want of opportunity or 
want of knowledge, are, no doubt, the chief reasons for this 
neglect; but another, and scarcely less potent, obstacle has prob
ably been the odium which has been attached to any doubt 
regarding the dominant religion, as well as the serious, though 
covert, discouragement of the Church to all critical examination 
of the title-deeds of Christianity. The spirit of doubt, if not of 
intelligent inquiry, however, has, of late years, become too strong for 
repression, and, at the present day, the pertinency of the question 
of a German writer, “ Are we still Christians ?” receives uncon
scious illustration from many a popular pulpit and many a social 
discussion.

The prevalent characteristic of popular theology in England at 
this time may be said to be a tendency to eliminate from Chris
tianity, with thoughtless dexterity, every supernatural element which 
does not quite accord with current opinion, and yet to ignore the 
feet that in so doing it has practically been altogether abandoned. 
This tendency is fostered with illogical zeal by many distin
guished men within the Church itself, who endeavour to arrest 
the pursuing wolves of doubt and unbelief which press upon 
it by practically throwing to them, scrap by scrap, the very 
doctrines which constitute the claims of Christianity to be regarded 
as a Divine Revelation at all. They try to spiritualise or dilute 
that which remains into a form which does not shock their 
reason; and yet they cling to the delusion that they still 
retain the consolation and the hope of truths which, if not divinely
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XIV INTRODUCTION

revealed, are mere human speculation regarding matters beyond 
reason.

Christianity itself distinctly claims to be a direct Divine 
Revelation of truths beyond the natural attainment of the human 
intellect. To submit the doctrines thus revealed, therefore, to 
criticism, and to clip and prune them down to the standard of 
human reason, whilst, at the same time, their supernatural 
character is maintained, is an obvious absurdity. Christianity 
must either be recognised to be a Divine Revelation beyond man’s 
criticism, and, in that case, its doctrines must be received even 
though Reason cannot be satisfied, or the claims of Christianity 
to be such a Divine Revelation must be disallowed, in which case 
it becomes the legitimate subject of criticism like every other 
human system. One or other of these alternatives must be 
adopted; but to assert that Christianity is Divine, and yet to deal 
with it as human, is illogical and wrong.

When we consider the vast importance of the interests involved, 
therefore, it must be apparent that there can be no more urgent 
problem for humanity to solve than the question : Is Christianity 
a supernatural Divine Revelation or not ? To this we may 
demand a clear and decisive answer. The evidence must be of 
no uncertain character which can warrant our abandoning the 
guidance of Reason, and blindly accepting doctrines which, if not 
supernatural truths, must be rejected by the human intellect as 
monstrous delusions. We propose in this work to seek a con
clusive answer to this momentous question.

We must, by careful and impartial investigation, acquire the 
right to our belief, whatever it may be, and not float like a mere 
waif into the nearest haven. Even true conclusions which are 
arrived at either accidentally or by wrong methods are dangerous. 
The current which by good fortune led to-day to truth may 
to-morrow waft us to falsehood.

If we look at the singular diversity of views entertained, not 
only with regard to the doctrines, but also to the evidences, of 
Christianity, we cannot but be struck by the deplorable position 
in which Divine Revelation is now placed.

Orthodox Christians may be divided into two broad classes, 
one of which professes to base the Church upon the Bible, and 
the other the Bible upon the Church. The one party assert that 
the Bible is fully and absolutely inspired, that it contains God’s
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INTRODUCTION x v

revelation to man, and that it is the only and sufficient ground 
for all religious belief; and they maintain that its authenticity is 
proved by the most ample and irrefragable external as well as 
internal evidence. On the other hand, men of undoubted piety 
and learning, as well as unquestioned orthodoxy, admit that the 
Bible is totally without literary or historical evidence, and cannot 
for a moment be upheld upon any such grounds as the revealed 
word of G od; that none of the great doctrines of ecclesiastical 
Christianity can be deduced from the Bible, but that, notwith
standing this absence of external and internal evidence, this 
Revelation stands upon the sure basis of the inspiration of the 
Church. Can the unsupported testimony of a Church which in 
every age has vehemently maintained errors and denounced truths 
which are now universally recognised, be considered sufficient 
guarantee of Divine Revelation ? Obviously, there is no ground 
for accepting from a fallible Church and fallacious tradition 
doctrines which, avowedly, are beyond the criterion of reason, and 
therefore require miraculous evidence.

With belief based upon such uncertain grounds, and with such 
vital difference of views regarding evidence, it is not surprising that 
ecclesiastical Christianity has felt its own weakness, and entrenched 
itself against the assaults of investigation. Such inquiry, however, 
cannot be suppressed. Mere scientific questions may be regarded 
with apathy by those who do not feel their personal bearing. It 
may possibly seem to some a matter of little practical importance 
to them to determine whether the earth revolves round the sun, or 
the sun round the earth ; but no earnest mind can fail to perceive 
the immense personal importance of Truth in regard to Religion— 
the necessity of investigating, before accepting, dogmas, the right 
interpretation of which is represented as necessary to salvation— 
and the clear duty, before abandoning reason for faith, to exercise 
reason, in order that faith may not be mere credulity.

It was in this conviction that the following inquiry into the 
reality of Divine Revelation was originally undertaken, and in this 
spirit others should enter upon it  An able writer, who will not be 
suspected of exaggeration on this subject, has said : “The majority 
of mankind, perhaps, owe their belief, rather to the outward 
influence of custom and education, than to any strong principle of 
faith within; and it is to be feared that many, if they came to 
perceive how wonderful what they believed was, would not find
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XVI INTRODUCTION

their belief so easy, and so matter-of-course a thing as they appear 
to find it.”1 If it is to be more than a mere question of priority of 
presentation whether we are to accept Buddhism, Mohammedanism, 
or Christianity, we must strictly and fearlessly examine the evidence 
upon which they profess to stand. The neglect of examination 
can never advance truth, as the severest scrutiny can never retard 
i t ; but belief without discrimination can only foster ignorance and 
superstition.

To no earnest mind can such inquiry be otherwise than a serious 
and often a painful task ; but, dismissing preconceived ideas and 
preferences derived from habit and education, and seeking only 
the Truth, holding it, whatever it may be, to be the only object 
worthy of desire or capable of satisfying a rational mind, the quest 
cannot but end in peace and satisfaction. In such an investigation, 
however, to quote words of Archbishop Whateley, “ It makes all 
the difference in the world whether we place Truth in the first place 
or in the second place for if Truth acquired do not compensate 
for every pet illusion dispelled, the path is thorny indeed, although 
it must still be faithfully trodden.

1 J. B. Mozley, B .D., on Miracles; Bampton Lectures, 1865, 2nd ed.,
p. 4.
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A N  I N Q U I R Y
INTO TH E

REALITY OF DIVINE REVELATION

PART I.

CHAPTER I.

M IR A C L E S  IN  R E L A T IO N  T O  C H R IS T IA N IT Y

At the very outset of inquiry into the origin and true character 
of Christianity we are brought face to face with the Supernatural. 
Christianity professes to be a Divine revelation of truths which 
the human intellect could not otherwise have discovered. It is 
not a form of religion developed by the wisdom of man and 
appealing to his reason, but a system miraculously communicated 
to the human race, the central doctrines of which are either 
superhuman or untenable. If the truths said to be revealed were 
either of an ordinary character or naturally attainable, they would 
at once discredit the claim to a Divine origin. No one could 
maintain that a system discoverable by reason would be super- 
naturally communicated. The whole argument for Christianity 
turns upon the necessity of such a revelation, and the consequent 
probability that it would be made.

There is nothing singular, it may be remarked, in the claim of 
Christianity to be a direct revelation from God. With the 
exception of the religions of Greece and Rome, which, however, 
also had their subsidiary supposition of Divine inspiration, there 
has scarcely been any system of religion which has not been 
proclaimed to the world as a direct Divine communication. Long 
before Christianity claimed this character, the religions of India 
had anticipated the idea. To quote the words of an accomplished 
scholar: “ According to the orthodox views of Indian theologians,

B
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2 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

not a single line of the Veda was the work of human authors. 
The whole Veda is in some way or other the work of the Deity; 
and even those who received it were not supposed to be ordinary 
mortals, but beings raised above the level of common humanity, 
and less liable, therefore, to error in the reception of revealed 
truth.”* The same origin is claimed for the religion of Zoroaster, 
whose doctrines, beyond doubt, exercised great influence at least 
upon later Jewish theology, and whose Magian followers are 
appropriately introduced beside the cradle of Jesus, as the first 
to do honour to the birth of Christianity. In the same way 
Mohammed announced his religion as directly communicated from 
heaven.

Christianity, however, as a religion professing to be divinely 
revealed, is not only supernatural in origin and doctrine, but its 
claim to acceptance is necessarily based upon supernatural 
evidence; for it is obvious that truths which require to be 
miraculously communicated do not come within the range of our 
intellect, and cannot, therefore, be intelligently received upon 
internal testimony. “ And, certainly,” says an able Bampton 
Lecturer, “ if it was the will of God to give a revelation, there are 
plain and obvious reasons for asserting that miracles are necessary' 
as the guarantee and voucher for that revelation. A revelation is, 
properly speaking, such only by virtue of telling us something 
which we could not know without it. But how do we know that 
that communication of what is undiscoverable by human reason 
is true ? Our reason cannot prove the truth of it, for it is by the 
very supposition beyond our reason. There must be, then, some 
note or sign to certify to it and distinguish it as a true communi
cation from God, which note can be nothing else than a miracle.”* 
In another place the same Lecturer stigmatises the belief of the 
Mohammedan “ as in its very principle irrational,” because he 
accepts the account which Mohammed gave of himself, without 
supernatural evidence.3 The belief of the Christian is contrasted 
with it as rational, “ because the Christian believes in a super
natural dispensation upon the proper evidence of such a dispensa
tion—viz., the miraculous.”3 Mohammed is reproached with having 
“ an utterly barbarous idea of evidence, and a total miscalculation 
of the claims of reason,” because he did not consider miraculous 
evidence necessary to attest a supernatural dispensation; “ whereas

1 M. Mtlller, Chips from a German Workshop, 1867, vol. !., p. 18.
’ J. B. Mozley, B .D ., Bampton Lecturer in 1865, on Miracles, 2nd ed., 

1867, p. 6f.
3 lb ., p. 30, cf. Butler, Analog}' of Religion, pt. ii., chap, vii., g 3 ; Paley, 

A Vint' o f the Evidences of Christianity, ed. Whately, 1859, p. 324 ff.
4 lb ., p. 31.
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TH E NECESSITY OF MIRACULOUS EVIDENCE 3

the Gospel is adapted to perpetuity for this cause especially, with 
others, that it was founded upon a true calculation, and a foresight 
of the permanent need of evidence; our Lo'rd admitting the 
inadequacy of His own mere word, and the necessity of a rational 
guarantee to His revelation of His own nature and commission.”1

The spontaneous offer of miraculous evidence, indeed, has 
always been advanced as a special characteristic of Christianity, 
logically entitling it to acceptance in contradistinction to all other 
religions. “ It is an acknowledged historical fact,” says Bishop 
Butler, “ that Christianity offered itself to the world, and demanded 
to be received, upon the allegation— i.e., as unbelievers would 
speak, upon the pretence—of miracles, publicly wrought to attest
the truth of it in such an age;....... and Christianity, including the
dispensation of the Old Testament, seems distinguished by this 
from all other religions.”3

Most of the great English divines have clearly recognised and 
asserted the necessity of supernatural evidence to establish the 
reality of a supernatural revelation. Bishop Butler affirms 
miracles and the completion of prophecy to be the “ direct 
and fundamental proofs ” of Christianity.* Elsewhere he says: 
“ The notion of a miracle, considered as a proof of a divine 
mission, has been stated with great exactness by divines, and is, 
I think, sufficiently understood by everyone. There are also 
invisible miracles—the Incarnation of Christ, for instance—which, 
being secret, cannot be alleged as a proof of such a mission, but 
require themselves to be proved by visible miracles. Revelation 
itself, too, is miraculous; and miracles are the proof of it.”4 
Paley states the case with equal clearness: “ In what way can a 
revelation be made but by miracles ? In none which we are able 
to conceive.”* His argument, in fact, is founded upon the prin
ciple that “ nothing but miracles could decide the authority ” of 
Christianity.6 In another work he asserts that no man can 
prove a future retribution but the teacher “ who testifies by 
miracles that his doctrine comes from God.”* Bishop Atterbury, 
again, referring to the principal doctrines of ecclesiastical Chris
tianity, says : “ It is this kind of Truth that God is properly said 
to reveal; Truths, of which, unless revealed, we should have

* lb ., p. 32.
3 The Analogy of Religion, pt. ii., ch. vii., § 3.
* lb ., pt. ii., ch. vii. 4 lb ., pt. ii., ch. ii., § I.
5 A  View o f the Evidences o f Christianity. “  Preparatory Considerations, ’' 

p. 12.
6 lb., p. 14.
* Moral Philosophy, book v. Speaking of Christianity, in another place, 

he calls miracles and prophecy “ that splendid apparatus with which its 
mission was introduced and attested ” (book iv.).
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4 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

always continued ignorant; and ’tis in order only to prove these 
Truths to have been really revealed that we affirm Miracles to be 
Necessary.”1

Dr. Heurtley, Margaret Professor of Divinity in the University 
of Oxford, after pointing out that the doctrines taught as the 
Christian Revelation are such as could not by any possibility have 
been attained by the unassisted human reason, and that, conse
quently, it is reasonable that they should be attested by miracles, 
continues : “ Indeed, it seems inconceivable how without miracles 
—including prophecy in the notion of a miracle—it could suffi
ciently have commended itself to men’s belief? Who would 
believe, or would be justified in believing, the great facts which 
constitute its substance on the ipse d ix it of an unaccredited 
teacher ? and how, except by miracles, could the first teacher be
accredited ? Paley, then, was fully warranted in the assertion.......
that ‘ we cannot conceive a revelation ’—such a revelation of 
course as Christianity professes to be, a revelation of truths which 
transcend man’s ability to discover—‘ to be substantiated without 
miracles.’ Other credentials, it is true, might be exhibited in 
addition to miracles—and such it would be natural to look for—  
but it seems impossible that miracles could be dispensed with.”’ 
Dr. Mansel bears similar testimony: “ A teacher who proclaims 
himself to be specially sent by God, and whose teaching is to be 
received on the authority of that mission, must, from the nature 
of the case, establish his claim by proofs of another kind than 
those which merely evince his human wisdom or goodness. A 
superhuman authority needs to be substantiated by superhuman 
evidence; and what is superhuman is miraculous.”-*

Newman, in discussing the idea and scope of miracles, says : 
“ A revelation—that is, a direct message from God to man—
itself bears in some degree a miraculous character....... And as a
revelation itself, so again the evidences of a revelation may all
more or less be considered miraculous....... It might even be
said that, strictly speaking, no evidence of a revelation is con
ceivable which does not partake of the character of a miracle; 
since nothing but a display of power over the existing system of 
things can attest the immediate presence of Him by whom it was 
originally established. ”«

Dr. Mozley has stated in still stronger terms the necessity that

1 Sermons, etc. Sermon viii., “ Miracles the Most Proper Way of Proving 
any Religion” (vol. iii., 1766, p. 199).

3 Replies to Essays and Reviews, 1862, p. 151.
3 Aids to Faith, 4th ed., 1863, p. 35.
4 Two Essays on Scripture Miracles and on Ecclesiastical, by John H. 

Newman, 2nd ed., 1870, p. 6 f.
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MIRACLES INSEPARABLE FROM CHRISTIANITY 5

Christianity should be authenticated by the evidence of miracles. 
He supposes the case that a person of evident integrity and lofti
ness o f character had appeared, eighteen centuries ago, announcing 
himself as pre-existent from all eternity, the Son of God, Maker 
of the world, who had come down from heaven and assumed the 
form and nature of man in order to be the Lamb of ’God that 
taketh away the sins of the world, and so on, enumerating other 
doctrines of Christianity. Dr. Mozley then asks : “ What would 
be the inevitable conclusion of sober reason respecting that person ? 
The necessary conclusion of sober reason respecting that person
would be that he was disordered in his understanding....... By no
rational being could a just and benevolent life be accepted as 
proof o f such astonishing announcements. Miracles are the 
necessary complement, then, of the truth of such announcements, 
which, without them, are purposeless and abortive, the unfinished 
fragments of a design which is nothing unless it is the whole. 
They are necessary to the justification of such announcements, 
which indeed, unless they are supernatural truths, are the wildest 
delusions.”* He, therefore, concludes that “ Christianity cannot 
be maintained as a revelation undiscoverable by human reason, a 
revelation of a supernatural scheme for man’s salvation, without 
the evidence of miracles.”2

In all points Christianity is emphatically a Supernatural 
Religion, claiming to be divine in its origin, superhuman in its 
essence, and miraculous in its evidence. It cannot be accepted 
without an absolute belief in miracles, and those who profess to 
hold the religion whilst they discredit its supernatural elements— 
and they are many at the present day—have widely seceded from 
ecclesiastical Christianity. Miracles, it is true, are external to 
Christianity in so far as they are evidential, but inasmuch as it is 
admitted that miracles alone can attest the reality of Divine 
revelation they are still inseparable from i t ; and as the contents 
of the revelation are, so to say, more miraculous than its attesting 
miracles, the supernatural enters into the very substance of Chris
tianity, and cannot be eliminated. It is obvious, therefore, that 
the reality of miracles is the vital point in the investigation which 
we have undertaken. If the reality of miracles cannot be estab
lished, Christianity loses the only evidence by which its truth can 
be sufficiently attested. If miracles be incredible, the super
natural revelation and its miraculous evidence must together be 
rejected.

This fact is thoroughly recognised by the ablest Christian 
divines. Dean Mansel, speaking of the position of miracles in

2 /A , p. *3 .
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6 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

regard to Christianity, says : “ The question, however, assumes a 
very different character when it relates, not to the comparative 
importance of miracles as evidences, but to their reality as facts, 
and as facts of a supernatural kind. For, if this is denied, the 
denial does not merely remove one of the supports of a faith 
which may yet rest securely on other grounds. On the contrary,
the whole system of Christian belief with its evidences....... all
Christianity, in short, so far as it has any title to that name, so far 
as it has any special relation to the person or the teaching of 
Christ, is overthrown at the same time.”1 A little further on he 
says: “ If there be one fact recorded in Scripture which is 
entitled, in the fullest sense of the word, to the name of a 
miracle, the Resurrection of Christ is that fact. Here, at 
least, is an instance in which the entire Christian faith must stand 
or fall with our belief in the supernatural.”' He, therefore, 
properly repudiates the view, “ which represents the question of 
the possibility of miracles as one which merely affects the 
external accessories of Christianity, leaving the essential doctrines 
untouched”5 Dr. Mozley, in a similar manner, argues the insepar
able union of miracles with the Christian faith. “ Indeed, not 
only are miracles conjoined with doctrine in Christianity, but 
miracles are inserted in the doctrine and are part of its contents. 
A man cannot state his belief as a Christian in the terms of the 
Apostles’ Creed without asserting them. Can the doctrine of 
our Lord’s Incarnation be disjoined from one physical miracle ? 
Can the doctrine of His justification of us and intercession for us
be disjoined from another?....... If a miracle is incorporated as
an article in a creed, that article of the creed, the miracle, and the 
proof of it by a miracle, are all one thing. The great miracles, 
therefore, upon the evidence of which the Christian scheme 
rested, being thus inserted in the Christian Creed, the belief in 
the Creed was of itself the belief in the miraculous evidence of
it....... Thus miracles and the supernatural contents of Christianity
must stand or fall together.”4 Dr. Heurtley, referring to the dis
cussion of the reality of miracles, exclaims: “ It is not too much 
to say, therefore, that the question is vital as regards Christianity.”5 
Dr. Westcott not less emphatically makes the same statement. 
“ It is evident,” he says, “ that if the claim to be a miraculous 
religion is essentially incredible, apostolic Christianity is simply
false....... The essence of Christianity lies in a miracle; and, if it
can be shown that a miracle is either impossible or incredible, all 
further inquiry into the details of its history is superfluous in a

* Aids to Faith, 1863, p. 3. 3 lb ., p. 4.
3 lb ., p. 5. 4 Bampton lectures, 1865, p. 21 f.
5 Replies to Essays and Reviews, 1862, p. 143.
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religious point of view.”1 Similarly, Dr. Farrar has said : “ How
ever skilfully the modem ingenuity of semi-belief may have 
tampered with supernatural interpositions, it is clear to every 
honest and unsophisticated mind that, if miracles be incredible, 
Christianity is false. If Christ wrought no miracles, then the
Gospels are untrustworthy....... If the Resurrection be merely a
spiritual idea, or a mythicised hallucination, then our religion has 
been founded on an error....... ”2

It has been necessary clearly to point our this indissoluble 
connection between ecclesiastical Christianity and the supernatural, 
in order'that the paramount importance of the question as to the 
credibility of miracles should be duly appreciated. Our inquiry 
into the reality of Divine Revelation, then, whether we consider 
its contents or its evidence, practically reduces itself to the very 
simple issue: Are miracles antecedently credible? Did they 
ever really take place ? We do not intend to confine ourselves 
merely to a discussion of the abstract question, but shall also 
endeavour to form a correct estimate of the value of the specific 
allegations which are advanced.

Having, then, ascertained that miracles are absolutely necessary 
to attest the reality of Divine revelation, we may proceed to 
examine them more closely, and for the present we shall confine 
ourselves to the representations of these phenomena which are 
given in the Bible. Throughout the Old Testament the doctrine 
is inculcated that supernatural communications must have super
natural attestation. God is described as arming his servants with 
power to perform wonders, in order that they may thus be 
accredited as his special messengers. The Patriarchs and the 
people of Israel generally are represented as demanding “ a sign ” 
of the reality of communications said to come from God, without 
which, we are led to suppose, they not only would not have 
believed, but would have been justified in disbelieving, that the 
message actually came from him. Thus Gideon3 asks for a sign 
that the Lord talked with him, and He/.ekiah3 demands proof of 
the truth of Isaiah’s prophecy that he should be restored to health. 
It is, however, unnecessary to refer to instances, for it may be 
affirmed that, upon all occasions, miraculous evidence of an 
alleged divine mission is stated to have been required and 
accorded.

The startling information is at the same time given, however,

■ The Gospel o f the Resurrection, 3rd ed ., 1874, p. 34.
2 The Witness o f History to Christ, Hulsean Lectures for 1870, 2nd ed., 

1872, p. 25.
3 Judges vi. 17. * 2 Kings xx. 8 f.
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8 SUPERNATURAL r e l i g i o n

that miracles may be wrought to attest what is false, as well as to 
accredit what is true. In one place1 it is declared that, if a 
prophet actually gives a sign or wonder, and it comes to pass, but 
teaches the people, on the strength of it, to follow other gods, they 
are not to hearken to him, and the prophet is to be put to death. 
The false miracle is, here,3 attributed to God himself: “ For the 
Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul.” In the book 
of the Prophet Ezekiel the case is stated in a still stronger way, 
and God is represented as directly deceiving the prophet i  “ And 
if the prophet be deceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the 
Lord have deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand 
upon him, and will destroy him from the midst of my people 
Israel.”3 God, in fact, is represented as exerting his almighty 
power to deceive a man, and then as destroying him for being 
deceived. In the same spirit is the passage4 in which Micaiah 
describes the Lord as putting a lying spirit into the mouths of the 
prophets who incited Ahab to go to Ramoth-Gilead. Elsewhere,5 
and notably in the New Testament, we find an ascription of real 
signs and wonders to another power than God. Jesus himself is 
represented as warning his disciples against false prophets, who 
work signs and wonders: “ Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name 
cast out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful works ?” 
of whom he should say : “ I never knew you ; depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.”6 And again in another place : “ For false 
prophets shall arise, and shall work signs and wonders (<rqfj*ia 
real Ttpara) to seduce, if it were possible, the elect.”? Also, 
when the Pharisees accuse him of casting out devils by Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils, Jesus asks : “ By whom do your children 
cast them out ?”8 a reply which would lose all its point if they were 
not admitted to be able to cast out devils. In another passage 
John is described as saying: “ Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name, who followeth not us, and we forbad him.”9 
Without multiplying instances, however, there can be no doubt of 
the fact that the reality of false miracles and lying wonders is 
admitted in the Bible.

The obvious deduction from this representation of miracles is

' Deut. xiii, 1 IT. 5 Deut. xiii. 3.
3 Ezek. xiv. g. The narrative of God's hardening the heart of Pharaoh in 

order to bring other plagues upon the land of Egypt is in this vein.
4 1 Kings xxii. 14-23. .
5 The counter miracles of the Egyptian sorcerers need not be referred to aa 

Instances. Ex. vii. II, 12, 22.
6 Matt. vii. 22, 23. ’ Mark xiii. 22.
• Matt. xii. 27. 9 Mark ix. 38.
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that the source and purpose of such supernatural phenomena 
must always be exceedingly uncertain.1 Their evidential value is, 
therefore, profoundly affected, “ it being,” as Newman has said of 
ambiguous miracles, “ antecedently improbable that the Almighty 
should rest the credit of His revelation upon events which but 
obscurely implied His immediate presence.”' As it is affirmed 
that other supernatural beings exist, as well as an assumed Personal 
God, by whose agency miracles are performed, it is impossible to 
argue with reason that such phenomena are at any time specially 
due to the intervention of the Deity. Newman recognises this, 
but passes over the difficulty with masterly lightness of touch. 
After advancing the singular argument that our knowledge of 
spirits is only derived from Scripture, and that their existence 
cannot be deduced from nature, whilst he asserts that the being of 
a God—-a Personal God be it remembered—can be so discovered, 
and that, therefore, miracles can only properly be attributed to 
him, he proceeds : “ Still, it may be necessary to show that on our 
own principles we are not open to inconsistency. That is, it has 
been questioned whether, in admitting the existence and power of 
Spirits on the authority of Revelation, we are not in danger of 
invalidating the evidence upon which that authority rests. For 
the cogency of the argument for miracles depends on the assump
tion that interruptions in the course of nature must ultimately 
proceed from God, which is not true if they may be effected by other 
beings without His sanction. And it must be conceded that, 
explicit as Scripture is in considering miracles as signs of Divine 
agency, it still does seem to give created spirits some power of 
working them; and even in its most literal sense intimates the 
possibility of working them in opposition to the true doctrine 
(Deut. xiii. 1-3; Matt. xxiv. 24; 2 Thess. ii. 9 -1 1).”3 Newman 
repudiates the attempts of various writers to overcome this 
difficulty by making a distinction between great miracles and 
small, many miracles and few, or by referring to the nature of the 
doctrine attested in order to determine the author of the miracle, 
or by denying the power of spirits altogether, and explaining away 
Scripture statements of demoniacal possession and the narrative 
of the Lord’s Temptation. “ Without having recourse to any of 
these dangerous modes of answering the objection,” he says, “ it

1 Tertullian saw this difficulty, and in his work against Marcion he argues 
that miracles alone, without prophecy, could not sufficiently prove Christ to be 
the Son of God ; for he points out that Jesus himself forewarned his disciples 
that false Christs would come with signs and wonders, like the miracles which 
he himself had worked, whom he enjoined them beforehand not to believe. 
Adv. Mare., iii. 3. So also the Author of the Clementines, xvii. 14,

* Two Essays on Miracles, p. 31.
3 lb ., p. 50 f.
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10 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

may be sufficient to reply that since, agreeably to the antecedent 
sentiment of reason, God has adopted miracles as the seal of a 
divine message, we believe he will never suffer them to be so 
counterfeited as to deceive the humble inquirer.”1 This is the 
only reply which even so powerful a reasoner as Newman can give 
to an objection based on distinct statements of Scripture itself. 
He cannot deny the validity of the objection; he can only hope or 
believe in spite of it. Personal belief, independent of evidence, 
is the most common and the weakest of arguments ; at the best, 
it is prejudice masked in the garb of reason. It is perfectly clear 
that miracles being thus acknowledged to be common both to God 
and to other spirits, they cannot be considered a distinctive 
attestation of divine intervention ; and, as Spinoza finely argued, 
not even the mere existence of God can be inferred from them ; 
for, as a miracle is a limited act, and never expresses more than a 
certain and limited power, it is certain that we cannot from such 
an effect conclude even the existence of a cause whose power is 
infinite.2

This dual character obviously leads to many difficulties in 
defining the evidential function and force of miracles, and we 
may best appreciate the dilemma which is involved by continuing 
to follow the statements and arguments of divines themselves. 
To the question whether miracles are absolutely to command the 
obedience of those in whose sight they are performed, and 
whether, upon their attestation, the doer and his doctrine are to 
be accepted as of God, Archbishop Trench unhesitatingly replies : 
“ It cannot be so, for side by side with the miracles which serve 
for the furthering of the kingdom of God runs another line of 
wonders, the counter-workings of him who is ever the ape of the 
Most High.”3 The deduction is absolutely logical and cannot 
be denied. “ This fact,” he says, “ that the kingdom of lies has 
its wonders no less than the kingdom of truth, is itself sufficient 
evidence that miracles cannot be appealed to absolutely and 
finally, in proof of the doctrine which the worker of them 
proclaims.” This being the case, it is important to discover how 
miracles perform their function as the indispensable evidence for 
a Divine revelation, for with this disability they do not seem to 
possess much potentiality. Archbishop Trench, then, offers the 
following definition of the function of miracles: “ A miracle 
does not prove the truth of a doctrine, or the divine mission of 
him that brings it to pass. That which alone it claims for him at 
the first is a right to be listened to ; it puts him in the alternative

' Two Essays on Scripture Miracles, p. 51 f.
2 Opera, ed Tauchnitz, vol Hi., cap. vi., 24.
3 Notes on the Miracles o f our I^ord, 8th ed., 1866, p. 22.
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of being from heaven or from hell. The doctrine must first 
commend itself to the conscience as being good, and only then 
can the miracle seal it as divine. But the first appeal is from the 
doctrine to the conscience, to the moral nature of man.”' Under 
certain circumstances, he maintains, their evidence is utterly to be 
rejected. “ But the purpose of the miracle,” he says, “ being, as 
we have seen, to confirm that which is good, so, upon the other 
hand, where the mind and conscience witness against the doctrine, 
not all the miracles in the world have a right to demand sub
mission to the word which they seal. On the contrary, the great 
act of faith is to believe, against, and in despite of them all, in 
what God has revealed to, and implanted in the soul of the holy 
and the true; not to believe another Gospel, though an angel 
from heaven, or one transformed into such, should bring it 
(Deut. xiii. 3; Gal. i. 8); and instead of compelling assent, 
miracles are then rather warnings to us that we keep aloof, for 
they tell us that not merely lies are here, for to that the conscience 
bore witness already, but that he who utters them is more than a 
common deceiver, is eminently ‘ a liar and an Anti-christ,’ a false 
prophet—standing in more immediate connection than other 
deceived and evil men to the kingdom of darkness, so that Satan 
has given him his power (Rev. xiii. 2), is using him to be an 
especial organ of his, and to do a special work for him.”2 And 
he lays down the distinct principle that “ The miracle must 
witness for itself, and the doctrine must witness for itself, and 
then, and then only, the first is capable of witnessing for the 
second. ”3

These opinions are not peculiar to the Archbishop of Dublin, 
but are generally held by divines, although Dr. Trench expresses 
them with unusual absence of reserve. Dr. Mozley emphatically 
affirms the same doctrine when he says : “A miracle cannot oblige 
us to accept any doctrine which is contrary to our moral nature, 
or to a fundamental principle of religion.”'* Dr. Mansel speaks

1 Notes, etc., p. 25. Dr. Trench’s views are of considerable eccentricity, 
and he seems to reproduce in some degree the Platonic theory of Remi
niscence. He continues : “ For all revelation presupposes in man a power 
of recognising the truth when it is shown him—that it will find an answer in 
him—that he will trace in it the lineaments of a friend, though of a friend 
from whom he has been long estranged, and whom he has well-nigh forgotten. 
It is the finding of a treasure, but of a treasure which he himself and no other 
had lost. The denial of this, that there is in man any organ by which truth 
may be recognised, opens the door to the most boundless scepticism—is, 
indeed, the denial of all that is god-like in man” {lb., p. 25). The Arch
bishop would probably be shocked if we suggested that the god-like organ of 
which he speaks is Reason.

3 lb ., p. 27 f. s ib . ,  p. 33.
4 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 25.
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11 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

to the same effect: “ If a teacher claiming to work miracles 
proclaims doctrines contradictory to previously established truths, 
whether to the conclusions of natural religion or to the teaching 
of a former revelation, such a contradiction is allowed, even by 
the most zealous defenders of the evidential value of miracles, to 
invalidate the authority of the teacher. But the right conclusion 
from this admission is not that true miracles are invalid as 
evidences, but that the supposed miracles in this case are not 
true miracles at all—i.e., are not the effects of Divine power, but 
of human deception or of some other agency.”1 A passage from 
a letter written by Dr. Arnold which is quoted by Dr. Trench in 
support of his views both illustrates the doctrine and the necessity 
which has led to its adoption : “ You complain,” says Dr. Arnold, 
writing to Dr. Hawkins, “ of those persons who judge of a revela
tion not by its evidence, but by its substance. It has always 
seemed to me that its substance is a most essential part of its 
evidence; and that miracles wrought in favour of what was foolish 
or wicked would only prove Manicheism. We are so perfectly 
ignorant of the unseen world that the character of any supernatural 
power can only be judged by the moral character of the state
ments which it sanctions. Thus only can we tell whether it be 
a revelation from God or from the Devil.”3 In another place 
Dr. Arnold declares : “ Miracles must not be allowed to overrule 
the Gospel; for it is only through our belief in the Gospel that 
we accord our belief to them.” 3

' Aids to Faith, p. 32.
3 Life o f  Arnold, ii., p. 226.
3 Lectures on Modem History, p. 137. Those who hold such views forget 

that the greatest miracles of ecclesiastical Christianity are not external to it, 
but are the essence of its principal dogmas. If the “ signs” and “ wonders” 
which form what may be called the collateral miracles of Christianity are only 
believed in consequence of belief in the Gospel, upon what basis does belief in 
the miraculous birth, the Incarnation, the Resurrection, Ascension, and other 
leading dogmas, rest? These are themselves the Gospel. Newman, the 
character of whose mind leads him to believe every miracle the evidence 
against which does not absolutely prohibit his doing so, rather than only those 
the evidence for which constrains him to belief, supports ecclesiastical miracles 
somewhat at the expense of those of the Gospels. He points out that only a 
few of the latter now fulfil the purpose of evidence for a Divine revelation, and 
the rest are sustained and authenticated by those few ; that “  The many 
never have been evidence except to those who saw them, and have but held 
the place of doctrine ever since; like the truths revealed to us about the unseen 
world, which are matters of faith, not means of conviction. They have no 
existence, as it were, out of the record in which they are found.” He then 
proceeds to refer to the criterion of a miracle suggested by Bishop Douglas : 
“ We may suspect miracles to be false the account of which was not published 
at the time or place of their alleged occurrence, or, if so published, yet without 
careful attention being called to them.” Newman then adds : “  Yet St. Mark 
is said to have written at Rome, St. Luke in Rome or Greece, and St. John
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It is obvious that the mutual dependence which is thus estab
lished between miracles and the doctrines in connection with 
which they are wrought destroys the evidential force of miracles, 
and that the first and the final appeal is made to reason. The 
doctrine, in fact, proves the miracle instead of the miracle attesting 
the doctrine. Divines of course attempt to deny this, but no 
other deduction from their own statements is logically possible. 
Miracles, according to Scripture itself, are producible by various 
supernatural beings, and may be Satanic as well as Divine ; man, 
on the other hand, is so ignorant of the unseen world that 
avowedly he cannot, from the miracle itself, determine the agent 
by whom it was performed;' the miracle, therefore, has no 
intrinsic evidential value. How, then, according to divines, does 
it attain any potentiality ? Only through a favourable decision on 
the part of Reason or the “ moral nature in man ” regarding the 
character of the doctrine. The result of the appeal to Reason 
respecting the morality and credibility of the doctrine determines 
the evidential status of the miracle. The doctrine, therefore, is 
the real criterion of the miracle which, without it, is necessarily an 
object of doubt and suspicion.

We have already casually referred to Newman’s view of such a 
relation between miracle and doctrine, but may here more fully 
quote his suggestive remarks. “ Others, by referring to the nature 
of the doctrine attested,” he says, “ in order to determine the 
author of the miracle, have exposed themselves to the plausible 
charge of adducing, first the miracle to attest the divinity of the 
doctrine, and then the doctrine to prove the divinity of the 
miracle.”3 This argument he characterises as one of the “dangerous 
modes ” of removing a difficulty, although he does not himself 
point out a safer, and, in a note, he adds: “ There is an appear
ance of doing honour to the Christian doctrines in representing 
them as intrinsically credible, which leads many into supporting 
opinions which, carried to their full extent, supersede the need of 
miracles altogether. It must be recollected, too, that they who 
are allowed to praise have the privilege of finding fault, and may 
reject, according to their d priori notions, as well as receive.

at Ephesus ; and the earliest of the Evangelists wrote some years after the 
events recorded, while the latest did not wnte for sixty years ; and moreover, 
true though it be that attention was called to Christianity from the first, yet it 
is true also that it did not succeed at the spot where it arose, but principally 
at a distance from it” ( Two Essays on Miracles, etc., 2nd ed., 1870, p. 232 f.). 
How much these remarks might have been extended and strengthened by one 
more critical and less ecclesiastical than Newman need not here be stated.

■ Newman says of a miracle : “ Considered by itself, it is at most but the 
token of a superhuman being ” (Two Essays, p. to).

’ Two Essays, etc., p. 51.
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Doubtless the divinity of a clearly immoral doctrine could not be 
evidenced by miracles; for our belief in the moral attributes of 
God is much stronger than our conviction of the negative proposi
tion that none but He can interfere with the system of nature.1 
But there is always the danger of extending this admission beyond 
its proper limits, of supposing ourselves adequate judges of the 
tendency of doctrines; and, because unassisted reason informs us 
what is moral and immoral in our own case, of attempting to
decide on the abstract morality of actions....... These remarks are
in nowise inconsistent with using (as was done in a former section) 
our actual knowledge of God’s attributes, obtained from a survey 
of nature and human affairs, in determining the probability of 
certain professed miracles having proceeded from Him. It is one 
thing to infer from the experience of life, another to imagine the 
character of God from the gratuitous conceptions of our own 
minds.”2 Although Newman apparently fails to perceive that he 
himself thus makes reason the criterion of miracles, and therefore 
incurs the condemnation with which our quotation opens, the 
very indecision of his argument illustrates the dilemma in which 
divines are placed. Dr. Mozley, however, still more directly 
condemns the principle which we are discussing—that the doctrine 
must be the criterion of the miracle—although he also, as we have 
seen, elsewhere substantially affirms it. He says: “ The position 
that the revelation proves the miracles, and not the miracles the 
revelation, admits of a good qualified meaning; but, taken 
literally, it is a double offence against the rule that things are properly 
proved by the proper proof of them ; for a supernatural fact is 
the proper proof of a supernatural doctrine; while a supernatural 
doctrine, on the other hand, is certainly not the proper proof of a 
supernatural fact.”3

1 In another place, however, Newman, contrasting the “  Rationalistic” and 
“ Catholic” tempers, and condemning the former, says: “ Rationalism is a 
certain abuse of reason—that is, a use of it for purposes for which it never was 
intended, and is unfitted. To rationalise in matters of revelation is to make 
our reason the standard and measure of the doctrines revealed ; to stipulate 
that those doctrines should be such as to carry with them their own justifica
tion ; to reject them if they come in collision with our existing opinions 
or habits of thought, or are with difficulty harmonised with our existing stock 
of knowledge” (Essays, Crit. and H ist., 1872, vol. i., p. 31); and a little 
further on: “ A like desire of judging for one’s self is discernible in the 
original fall of man. Eve did not believe the Tempter any more than God’s 
word, till she perceived * the fruit was good for food ’ ” ( I t . ,  p. 33). Newman, 
of course, wishes to limit his principle precisely to suit his own convenience ; 
but in permitting the rejection of a supposed revelation in spite of miracles, on 
the ground of our disapproval of its morality, it is obvious that the doctrine is 
substantially made the final criterion of the miracle.

2 Two Essays, etc., p. 51 f., note (£).
3 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 19.
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This statement is obviously true, but it is equally undeniable 
that, their origin being uncertain, miracles have no distinctive 
evidential force. How far, then, we may inquire in order 
thoroughly to understand the position, can doctrines prove the 
reality of miracles or determine the agency by which they are 
performed? In the case of moral truths within the limits of 
reason, it is evident that doctrines which are in accordance with 
our ideas of what is good and right do not require miraculous 
evidence at all. They can secure acceptance by their own merits 
alone. At the same time, it is universally admitted that the truth 
or goodness of a doctrine is, in itself, no proof that it emanates 
directly from God, and consequently the most obvious wisdom 
and beauty in the doctrine could not attest the Divine origin of a 
miracle. Such truths, however, have no proper connection with 
revelation at all. “ These truths,” to quote the words of Bishop 
Atterbury, “ were of themselves sufficiently obvious and plain, and 
needed not a Divine testimony to make them plainer. But the 
truths which are necessary in this manner to be attested are 
those which are of positive institution; those which, if God had 
not pleased to reveal them, human reason could not have 
discovered ; and those which, even now they are revealed, human 
reason cannot fully account for and perfectly comprehend.”* 
How is it possible, then, that reason or “ the moral nature in man ” 
can approve as good, or appreciate the fitness of, doctrines which 
in their very nature are beyond the criterion of reason ?* What 
reply, for instance, can reason give to any appeal to it regarding 
the doctrine of the Trinity or of the Incarnation ? If doctrines 
the truth and goodness of which are apparent do not afford any 
evidence of Divine revelation, how can doctrines which reason 
can neither discover nor comprehend attest the Divine origin of 
miracles ? Dr. Mozley clearly recognises that they cannot do so. 
“ The proof of a revelation,” he says—and, we may add, the proof 
of a miracle, itself a species of revelation—“ which is contained in 
the substance of a revelation, has this inherent check or limit in i t : 
viz., that it cannot reach to what is undiscoverable by reason. 
Internal evidence is itself an appeal to reason, because at every 
step the test is our own appreciation of such and such an idea or 
doctrine, our own perception of its fitness; but human reason 
cannot in the nature of the case prove that which, by the 
very hypothesis, lies beyond human reason.”! It naturally follows 
that no doctrine which lies beyond reason, and therefore requires

1 Sermons, 8th ed., 1766, vol. iii., p. 198.
* Bishop Butler says : “  Christianity is a scheme quite beyond our compre

hension ” (Analogy o f Religion, part ii., ch. iv., § 1).
3 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 15.
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the attestation of miracles, can possibly afford that indication of 
the source and reality of miracles which is necessary to endow 
them with evidential value; and the supernatural doctrine must, 
therefore, be rejected in the absence of miraculous evidence of a 
decisive character.

Dr. Mozley labours earnestly, but unsuccessfully, to restore to 
miracles as evidence some part of that potentiality of which these 
unfortunate limitations have deprived them. Whilst, on the one 
hand, he says, “ We must admit, indeed, an inherent modification 
in the function of a miracle as an instrument of proof,”1 he argues 
that this is only a limitation, and no disproof of it, and he contends 
that “ The evidence of miracles is not negative, because it has 
conditions.”2 His reasoning, however, is purely apologetic, and 
attempts, by the unreal analogy of supposed limitations of natural 
principles and evidence, to excuse the disqualifying limitation of the 
supernatural. He is quite conscious of the serious difficulty of the 
position. “ The question,” he says, “ may at first sight create a 
dilemma—If a miracle is nugatory on the side of one doctrine, 
what cogency has it on the side of another ? Is it legitimate to 
accept its evidence when we please, and reject it when we please ?” 
The only reply he seems able to give to these very pertinent 
questions is the remark which immediately follows them : “ But in 
truth a miracle is never without an argumentative force, although 
that force may be counterbalanced.”3 In other words, a miracle is 
always an argument, although it is often a bad one. It is scarcely 
necessary to go to the supernatural for bad arguments.

It might naturally be expected that the miraculous evidence 
selected to accredit a Divine revelation should possess certain 
unique and marked characteristics. It must, at least, be clearly 
distinctive of Divine power, and exclusively associated with Divine 
truth. It is inconceivable that the Deity, deigning thus to attest 
the reality of a communication from himself of truths beyond the 
criterion of reason, should not make the evidence simple and 
complete, because, the doctrines proper to such a revelation not 
being appreciable from internal evidence, it is obvious that the 
external testimony for them—if it is to be of any use— must be 
unmistakable and decisive. The evidence which is actually 
produced, however, so far from satisfying these legitimate 
anticipations, lacks every one of the qualifications which reason 
antecedently declares to be necessary. Miracles are not distinctive 
of Divine power, but are common to Satan, and they are admitted 
to be performed in support of falsehood as well as in the service of 
truth. They bear, indeed, so little upon them the impress of their 
origin and true character that they are dependent for their

2 lb ., p. 25. 3 Id., p. 25.1 Hampton Lectures, p. 25.
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MIRACLES INCOMPETENT TO PERFORM FUNCTION 17

recognition upon our judgment of the very doctrines to attest 
which they are said to have been designed.

Even taking the representation of miracles, therefore, which 
divines themselves give, they are utterly incompetent to perform 
their contemplated functions. If they are superhuman they are 
not super-Satanic, and there is no sense in which they can be 
considered miraculously evidential of anything. To argue, as 
theologians do, that the ambiguity of their testimony is deliberately 
intended as a trial of our faith is absurd, for, reason being unable 
to judge of the nature either of supernatural fact or supernatural 
doctrine, it would be mere folly and injustice to subject to such a 
test beings avowedly incapable of sustaining it. Whilst it is 
absolutely necessary, then, that a Divine revelation should be 
attested by miraculous evidence to justify our believing it, the 
testimony so-called seems, in all respects, unworthy of the name, 
and presents anomalies much more suggestive of human invention 
than Divine originality. We are, in fact, prepared, even by the 
Scriptural account of miracles, to expect that further examination 
will supply an explanation of such phenomena which will wholly 
remove them from the region of the supernatural.

1-
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CHAPTER II.

M IR A C L E S  IN  R E L A T IO N  T O  T H E  O R D E R  O F N A T U R E

W i t h o u t  at present touching the question as to their reality, it 
may be well to ascertain what miracles are considered to be, and 
how far, and in what sense, it is asserted that they are supernatural. 
We have, hitherto, almost entirely confined our attention to the 
arguments of English divines, and we must for the present 
continue chiefly to deal with them, for it may broadly be said that 
they alone, at the present day, maintain the reality and supernatural 
character of such phenomena. No thoughtful mind can fail to 
see that, considering the function of miracles, this is the only 
logical and consistent course.1 The insuperable difficulties in the 
way of admitting the reality of miracles, however, have driven the 
great majority of continental, as well as very many English, 
theologians who still pretend to a certain orthodoxy, either to 
explain the miracles of the Gospel naturally, or to suppress them 
altogether. Since Schleiermacher denounced the idea of Divine 
interuptions of the order of nature, and explained away the super
natural character of miracles, by defining them as merely relative— 
miracles to us, but in reality mere anticipations of human 
knowledge and power—his example has been more or less followed 
throughout Germany, and almost every expedient has been 
adopted by would-be orthodox writers to reduce, or altogether 
eliminate, the miraculous elements. The attempts which have 
been made to do this, and yet to maintain the semblance of 
unshaken belief in the main points of ecclesiastical Christianity, 
have lamentably failed, from the hopeless nature of the task and 
the fundamental error of the conception. The endeavour of 
Paulus and his school to get rid of the supernatural by a bold 
naturalistic interpretation of the language of the Gospel naratives, 
whilst the credibility of the record was represented as intact, was 
too glaring an outrage upon common sense to be successful; but it 
was scarcely more illogical than subsequent efforts to suppress the

' Newman writes : “ Nay, if we only go so far as to realise what Christianity 
is, when considered merely as a creed, and what stupendous overpowering 
facts are involved in the doctrine of a Divine Incarnation, we shall feel that no 
miracle can be great after it, nothing strange or marvellous, nothing beyond 
expectation ” ( Two Essays on Scripture Miracles, etc., 1870, p. 185).

18
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miraculous, yet retain the creed. The great majority of modem 
German critics, however, reject the miraculous altogether, and 
consider the question as no longer worthy of discussion; and most 
of those who have not distinctly expressed this view either resort 
to every linguistic device to evade the difficulty, or betray by their 
hesitation the feebleness of their belief.1 In dealing with the 
question of miracles, therefore, it is not to Germany we must turn, 
but to England, where their reality is still maintained.

Archbishop Trench rejects with disdain the attempts of Schleier- 
macher and others to get rid of the miraculous elements of 
miracles, by making them relative, which he rightly considers to 
be merely “ a decently veiled denial of the miracle altogether ”;2 
and he will not accept any reconciliation which sacrifices the 
miracle, “ which,” he logically affirms, “ is, in fact, no miracle, if 
it lay in nature already, if it was only the evoking of forces latent 
therein, not a new thing, not the bringing in of the novel powers 
of a higher world; if the mysterious processes and powers by 
which those works were brought about had been only undiscovered 
hitherto, and not undiscoverable, by the efforts of human 
inquiry.”3 When Dr. Trench tries to define what he considers

1 It may be well to refer more particularly to the views of Ewald, one of the 
mast profound scholars, but, at the same time, arbitrary critics, of this time. 
In his great work, Geschickte des Volkes Israel, he rejects the supernatural 
from all the “ miracles” of the Old Testament (cf. III. Ausg. 1864, Band i., 
p. 385 If., ii., p. 88 f., 101 ff., ^53 ff.), and in the fifth volume Christus u.s. 
Zeit, he does not belie his previous opinions. He deliberately repudiates the 
miraculous birth of Jesus (v. p. 236), rejects the supernatural from the birth of 
John the Baptist, and denies the relationship (Luke i. 36) between him and 
Jesus (p. 230 ft) . The miraculous events at the Crucifixion are mere poetical 
imaginations (p. 581). The Resurrection is the creation of the pious longing 
and excited feeling of the disciples (Band vi. Gesch. des Apost. Zeitalters, 
•858, p. 71 f.), and the Ascension, its natural sequel (vi. p. 95 f.). In regard 
to the miracles of Jesus, his treatment of disease was principally mental and 
by the exercise of moral influence on the mind of the sick ; but he also 
employed external means, inquired into the symptoms of disease, and his 
action was subject to the laws of Divine order (v. pp. 291-299). Ewald 
spiritualises the greater miracles until the physical basis is almost completely 
jost. In the miracle at the marriage of Cana, “ water itself, under the 
influence of his spirit, becomes the best wine,” as it still dops wherever his 
spirit is working in full power (v. p. 329). The miraculous feeding of 5,000 
isa narrative based on some tradition of an occasion in which Jesus, “  with the 
smallest external means, but infinitely more through his spirit and word and 
prayer, satisfied all who came to him an allegory, in fact, of the higher 
satisfying power of the bread of life—which in course of time grew to the 
consistency of a physical miracle (v. p. 442). The raising of the son of the 
widow of Nain is represented as a case of suspended animation (v. p. 424). 
In his latest work, Die Lehre der Bibel von Got/, Ewald eliminates all the 
miraculous elements from Revelation, which he extends to all historical 
religions (with the exception of Mohammedanism), as well as to the religion of 
the Bible (i., p. 18, § 8).

' Notes on Miracles, p. 74. 3 lb .,  p. 75.
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20 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

the real character of miracles, however, he becomes, as might be 
expected, voluminous and obscure. He says: “ An extra
ordinary Divine casualty, and not that ordinary which we acknow
ledge everywhere, and in everything, belongs, then, to the 
essence of the miracle; powers of God other than those which 
have always been working; such, indeed, as most seldom or 
never have been working before. The unresting activity of God, 
which at other times hides and conceals itself behind the veil of 
what we term natural laws, does in the miracle unveil itself; it 
steps out from its concealment, and the hand which works is 
laid bare. Beside and beyond the ordinary operation of nature, 
higher powers (higher, not as coming from a higher source, but as 
bearing upon higher ends) intrude and make themselves felt even 
at the very springs and sources of her power.”* “ Not, as we 
shall see the greatest theologians have always earnestly contended, 
contra naturam, but p ra ter  naturam, and supra naturam.”3 
Further on he adds: “ Beyond nature, beyond and above the 
nature which we know, they are, but not contrary to it.” 3 
Newman, in a similar strain, though with greater directness, says : 
“ The miracles of Scripture are undeniably beyond nature and 
he explains them as “ wrought by persons consciously exercising, 
under Divine guidance, a power committed to them for definite 
ends, professing to be immediate messengers from heaven, and to 
evidencing their mission by their miracles.”'*

Miracles are here described as “ beside,” and “ beyond,” and 
“ above ” nature ; but a moment’s consideration must show that, 
in so far as these terms have any meaning at all, they are simply 
evasions, not solutions, of a difficulty. Dr. Trench is quite 
sensible of the danger in which the definition of miracles places 
them, and how fatal to his argument it would be to admit that 
they are contrary to the order of nature. “ The miracle,” he 
protests, “ is not thus unnatural; nor could it be such, since the 
unnatural, the contrary to order, is of itself the ungodly, and can 
in no way, therefore, be affirmed of a Divine work, such as that 
with which we have to do.”s The Archbishop, in this, however, is 
clearly arguing from nature to miracles, and not from miracles to 
nature. He does not, of course, know what miracles really are; 
but, as he recognises that the order of nature must be maintained, 
he is forced to assert that miracles are not contrary to nature. He 
repudiates the idea of their being natural phenomena, and yet 
attempts to deny that they are unnatural. They must either be 
the one or the other. Indeed, that his distinction is purely

1 Notes on Miracles, p. 12. 3 lb .,  p. 12, n o te  2. 3 lb .,  p. 14.
* Two Essays on Scripture Miracles, e t c . ,  p. 116.
5 Notes on Miracles, p. 15.
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imaginary, and inconsistent with the alleged facts of Scriptural 
miracles, is apparent from Dr. Trench’s own illustrations. The 
whole argument is a mere quibble of words to evade a palpable 
dilemma. Newman does not fall into this error, and more boldly 
faces the difficulty. He admits that the Scripture miracles 
“ innovate upon the impressions which are made upon us by the 
order and the laws of the natural world and that “ walking on 
the sea, or the resurrection of the dead, is a plain reversal of its 
laws.”1

Take, for instance, the multiplication of loaves and fishes. 
Five thousand people are fed upon five barley loaves and two 
small fishes; “ and they took up of the fragments which remained 
twelve baskets full.”3 Dr. Trench is forced to renounce all help 
in explaining this miracle from natural analogies, and he admits : 
“ We must simply behold in the multiplying of the bread ” (and 
fishes ?) “ an act of Divine omnipotence on His part who was the 
Word of God—not, indeed, now as at the first, of absolute 
creation out of nothing, since there was a substratum to work 
on in the original loaves and fishes, but an act of creative accre
tion.”4 It will scarcely be argued by anyone that such an “ act of 
Divine omnipotence ” and “ creative accretion ” as this multiplica
tion of five baked loaves and two small fishes is not contrary to 
the order of nature.* For Dr. Trench has himself pointed out 
that there must be interposition of man’s art here, and that “ a 
grain of wheat could never by itself, and according to the laws of 
natural development, issue in a loaf of bread.”6

Undaunted by, or rather unconscious of, such contradictions, 
the Archbishop proceeds with his argument, and with new defini
tions of the miraculous. So far from being disorder of nature, he 
continues, with audacious precision: “ The true miracle is a 
higher and a purer nature, coming down out of the world of 
untroubled harmonies into this world of ours, which so many 
discords have jarred and disturbed, and bringing this back again, 
though it be but for one mysterious prophetic moment, into 
harmony with that higher.”? In that “ higher and purer nature ” 
can a grain of wheat issue in a loaf of bread ? We have only to 
apply this theory to the miraculous multiplication of loaves and

* Two Essays on Scripture Miracles, etc., p. 154. 3 lb ., p. 158.
3 M att xiv. 20. 4 Notes on Miracles, p. 274 f.
5 Newman, referring to this amongst other miracles as “ a far greater 

innovation upon the economy of nature than the miracles of the Church 
upon the economy of Scripture,” says: “ There is nothing, for instance, 
in nature at all to parallel and mitigate the wonderful history of the 
multiplication of an artificially prepared substance such as bread ” ( Two 
Essays, p. 157 f.).

4 Notes on Miracles, p. 274. 1 lb ., p. 15.
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22 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

fishes to perceive how completely it is the creation of Dr. Trench’s 
poetical fancy.

These passages fairly illustrate the purely imaginary and arbitrary 
nature of the definitions which those who maintain the reality and 
supernatural character of miracles give of them. The favourite 
hypothesis is that which ascribes miracles to the action of unknown 
law. Archbishop Trench naturally adopts it. “ We should see in 
the miracle,” he says, “ not the infraction of a law, but the 
neutralising of a lower law, the suspension of it for a time by a 
higher and he asks with indignation whence we dare conclude 
that, because we know of no powers sufficient to produce miracles, 
none exist. “ They exceed the laws of our nature ; but it does 
not therefore follow that they exceed the laws of a ll nature.”1 It 
is not easy to follow the distinction here between “ our nature ” 
and “ a ll nature,” since the order of nature, by which miracles are 
judged, is, so far as knowledge goes, universal, and we have no 
grounds for assuming that there is any other.

The same hypothesis is elaborated by I)r. Mozley. Assuming 
the facts of miracles, he proceeds to discuss the question of their 
“ referribleness to unknown law,” in which expression he includes 
both “ unknown law , or unknown connection with known law.”2

Taking first the supposition of unknown connection with known 
law, he argues that, as a law of nature, in the scientific sense, 
cannot possibly produce single or isolated facts, it follows that no 
isolated or exceptional event can come under a law of nature by 
direct observation ; but, if it comes under it at all, it can only do 
so by some explanation, which takes it out of its isolation and joins 
it to a class of facts, whose recurrence indeed constitutes the law. 
Now Dr. Mozley admits that no explanation can be given by which 
miracles can have an unknown connection with known law.

1 Notes on Miracles, p. 16. Dr. Liddon writes on the evidential purpose of 
miracles and their nature, as follows : “ But how is man enabled to identify the 
Author of this law’ within him ” (which the highest instincts of the human con
science derive from the Christian Revelation and the life ofChrist), “ perfectly 
reflected as it is in the Christ, with the Author of the law of the Universe 
without him ? The answer is, by miracle. Miracle is an innovation upon 
physical law—or at least a suspension of some lower physical law by the inter
vention of a higher one—in the interests of moral law. The historical fact that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead identifies the Lord of physical life and death with 
the Legislator of the Sermon on the Mount. Miracle is the certificate of 
identity between the Lord of Nature and the I-ord of Conscience—the proof 
that He is really a moral being who subordinates physical to moral interests. 
Miracle is the meeting-point between intellect and the moral sense, because it 
announces the answer to the efforts and yearnings alike of the moral sense and 
the intellect; because it announces revelation ” (Some Elements o f Religion, 
Lent Lectures, 1870 j H. P. Liddon, D .D ., Canon of St. Paul’s, 1872, p. 74 f.).

* Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 145.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



UNKNOWN LAW 23

Taking the largest class of miracles, bodily cures, the corre
spondence between a simple command or prophetic notification 
and the cure is the chief characteristic of miracles, and dis
tinguishes them from mere marvels. No violation of any law of 
nature takes place in either the cure or the prophetic announce
ment taken separately, but the two taken together are the proof of 
superhuman agency. He concludes that no physical hypothesis 
can be framed accounting for the superhuman knowledge and 
power involved in this class of miracles, supposing the miracles to 
stand as they are recorded in Scripture.1

The inquiry is then shifted to the other and different question : 
whether miracles may not be instances of laws which are as yet 
wholly unknown.2 This is generally called a question of “ higher 
law ”—that is to say, a law' which comprehends under itself two or 
more lower or less wide laws. And the principle would be 
applicable to miracles by supposing the existence of an unknown 
law, hereafter to be discovered, under which miracles would come, 
and then considering whether this new law of miracles and the 
old law of common facts might not both be reducible to a still 
more general law, which comprehended them both; but I)r, Mo/.ley, 
of course, recognises that the discovery of such a law of miracles 
would necessarily involve the discovery of fresh miracles, for to 
talk of a law of miracles without miracles would be an absurdity,3 
The supposition of the discovery of such a law of miracles, how
ever, would be tantamount to the supposition of a future new 
order of nature, from which it immediately follows that the whole 
supposition is irrelevant and futile as regards the present question.* 
For no new order of things could make the present order different, 
and a miracle, could we suppose it becoming the ordinary fact of 
another different order of nature, would not be less a violation of 
the laws of nature in the present one.s This explanation is also 
rejected.

We pause here to remark that throughout the whole inquiry 
into the question of miracles we, meet with nothing from 
theologians but mere assumptions. The facts of the narrative of 
the miracle are first assumed, and so are the theories by w hich it 
is explained. Now, with regard to every theory which seeks to 
explain miracles by assumption, we may quote words applied by 
one of the ablest defenders of miracles to some conclusion of 
straw, which he placed in the mouth of an imaginary antagonist in 
order that he might refute it. “ But the question is,” said 
Dr. Mansel, “ not w’hether such a conclusion has been asserted, as 
many other absurdities have been asserted, by the advocates of a

1 Hampton Lectures, 1865, pp. 1 4 5 - 1 5 3 - 2 /*•> PP- 1 5 3 —15 9 -
3 lb., p. 154 f. * lb ., p. 156. 5 lb ., p. 157.
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*4 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

theory, but whether it has been established on such scientific 
grounds as to be entitled to the assent of all duly-cultivated minds, 
whatever their own consciences may say to the contrary.”1

Immediately after his indignant demand for scientific accuracy 
of demonstration, Dr. Mansel proceeds to argue as follows : In the 
will of man we have the solitary instance of an efficient cause, in 
the highest sense of the term, acting among the physical causes 
of the material world, and producing results which could not 
have been brought about by any mere sequence of physical 
causes. If a man of his own will throw a stone into the air, its 
motion, as soon as it has left his hand, is determined by a 
combination of purely material laws; but by what law  came it 
to be thrown at all ? The law of gravitation, no doubt, remains 
constant and unbroken, whether the stone is lying on the ground 
or moving through the air; but all the laws of matter could not 
have brought about the particular result, without the interposition 
of the free will of the man who throws the stone. Substitute the 
will of God for the will of man, and the argument becomes 
applicable to the whole extent of creation and to all the phenomena 
which it embraces.2

It is evident that this argument merely tends to prove that ever)' 
effect must have a cause—a proposition too obvious to require any 
argument at all. If a man had not thrown the stone, the stone 
would have remained lying on the ground. No one doubts this. 
We have here, however, this “ solitary instance of an efficient 
cause acting among the physical causes of the material world,” 
producing results which are wholly determined by natural laws, 3 
and incapable of producing any opposed to them. If, therefore, 
we substitute, as Dr. Mansel desires, “ the will of God ” for “ the 
will of man,” we arrive at no results which are not in harmony 
with the order of nature. We have no ground whatever for 
assuming any efficient cause acting in any other way than in 
accordance with the laws of nature. It is, however, one of the 
gross fallacies of this argument, as applied to miracles, to pass 
frftm the efficient cause producing results which are strictly in 
accordance with natural laws, and determined by them, to an 
assumed efficient cause producing effects which are opposed to 
natural law. The restoration to life of a decomposed human 
body, and the miraculous multiplication of loaves and fishes, are

' Mansel, Aids to Faith, p. 19. 2 Ih., p. 20.
3 Throughout this argument we use the term * ‘ law ” in its popular sense as 

representing the series of phenomena to which reference is made. We do not 
think it necessary to discuss the assumption that the will of man is an “ efficient 
cause”; it is sufficient to show that even admitting the premiss, for the sake of 
argument, the supposed consequences do not follow.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



SUSPENSION OF LAW *5

opposed to natural laws, and no assumed efficient cause conceiv
able, to which they may be referred, can harmonise them.

Dr. Mozley continues his argument in a similar way. He 
inquires : “ Is the suspension of physical and material laws by a 
spiritual being inconceivable? We reply that, however incon
ceivable this kind of suspension of physical law is, it is a fact. 
Physical laws are suspended any time an animate being moves 
any part of its body; the laws of matter are suspended by the 
laws of life.”' He goes on to maintain that, although it is true 
that his spirit is united with the matter in which it moves in a 
way in which the Great Spirit who acts on matter in the miracle 
is not, yet the action of God’s Spirit in the miracle of walking on 
the water is no more inconceivable than the action of his own 
spirit in holding up his own hand. “Antecedently, one step on 
the ground and an ascent to heaven are alike incredible. But 
this appearance of incredibility is answered in one case literally 
ambulando. How can I place any reliance upon it in the other ?”3 
From this illustration, with a haste very unlike his previous careful 
procedure, he jumps to the following conclusions: “ The consti
tution of nature, then, disproves the incredibility of the Divine 
suspension of physical law ; but, more than this, it creates a 
presumption for it.” 3 The laws of life of which we have experience, 
he argues, are themselves in an ascending scale. First come the 
laws which regulate unorganised matter; next the laws of vegeta
tion ; then the laws of animal life, with its voluntary motion; and, 
above these, again, the laws of moral being. A supposed intelligent 
being whose experience was limited to one or more classes in this 
ascending scale of laws would be totally incapable of conceiving 
the action of the higher classes. The progressive succession of 
laws is perfectly conceivable backward, but an absolute mystery 
forward. “ Analogy,” therefore, he contends, when in this ascend
ing series we arrive at man, leads us to expect that there is a 
higher sphere of law as much above him as he is above the lower 
natures in the scale, and “ supplies a presumption in favour of 
such a belief.”* And so we arrive at the question whether there 
is or is not a God, a Personal Head in Nature, whose free will 
penetrates the universal frame invisibly to us, and is an omnipresent 
agent. If there be, Dr. Mozley concludes, then every miracle 
in Scripture is as natural an event in the universe as any chemical 
experiment in the physical world.5

This is precisely the argument of Dr. Mansel regarding the 
“ Efficient Cause,” somewhat elaborated ; but, however ingeniously 
devised, it is equally based upon assumption and defective in

1 Ram[>t<m lectures, 1865, p. 164. * lb., P- 164.
3 lb., p. 164. 4 lb ., p. 165. 5 lb ., p. 165.
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analogy. The “ classes of law ” to which the Bampton lecturer 
refers are really in no ascending scale. Unorganised matter, 
vegetation, and animal life may each have special conditions 
modifying phenomena, but they are all equally subject to natural 
laws. Man is as much under the influence of gravitation as a 
stone is. The special operation of physical laws is not a modifi
cation of law, but law acting under different conditions. The 
law of gravitation suffers no alteration, whether it cause the fall of 
an apple or shape the orbit of a planet. The reproduction of the 
plant and of the animal is regulated by the same fundamental 
principle, acting through different organisms. The mere superiority 
of man over lower forms of organic and inorganic matter does not 
lift him above physical laws, and the analogy of every grade in 
nature forbids the presumption that higher forms may exist which 
are exempt from their control.

If in animated beings, as is affirmed, we have the solitary 
instance of an “ efficient cause ” acting among the forces of nature, 
and possessing the power of initiation, this “ efficient cause” 
produces no disturbance of physical law. Its action is a recog
nised part of the infinite variety of form within the order of nature ; 
and although the character of the force exercised by it may not be 
clearly understood, its effects are regulated by the same laws as 
govern all other forces in nature. If “ the laws of matter are 
suspended by the laws of life ” each time an animated being 
moves any part of its body, one physical law is counteracted in 
precisely the same manner, and to an equivalent degree, each 
time another physical law is called into action. The law of gravi
tation, for instance, is equally neutralised by the law of magnetism 
each time a magnet suspends a weight in the air. In each case 
a law is successfully resisted precisely to the extent of the force 
employed. The arm that is raised by the animated being falls 
again, in obedience to law, as soon as the force which raised it is 
exhausted, quite as certainly as the weight descends when the mag
netic current fails. This, however, is not the suspension of law 
in the sense of a miracle, but, on the contrary, is simply the 
natural operation upon each other of co-existent laws. It is a 
recognised part of the order of nature,' and instead of rendering

1 Dr. Mozley says, in the preface to the second edition of his Bampton 
lectures : “ It is quite true that we see laws of nature any day and any hour 
neutralised and counteracted in particular cases and do not look upon such 
counteractions as other than the most natural events ; but it must be remem
bered that, when this is the case, the counteracting agency is as ordinary and 
constant an antecedent in nature as the agency which it counteracts. The 
agency of the muscles and the agency of the magnet are as ordinary as the
agency of gravitation which they both neutralise.......The elevation of a body in
the air by the force of an arm is a counteraction indeed of the law of gravita
tion, but it is a counteraction of it by another law as natural as that of gravity.
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27T H E EFFICIENT CAUSE SUBJECT TO LAW

credible any supernatural suspension of laws, the analog)’ of 
animated beings distinctly excludes it. The introduction of life in 
no way changes the relation between cause and effect, which con
stitutes the order of nature. Life favours no presumption for the 
suspension of law, but, on the contrary, whilst acting in nature, 
universally exhibits the prevalence and invariability of law.

The supposed “ Efficient Cause ” is wholly circumscribed by 
law. It is brought into existence by the operation of physical 
laws, and from the cradle to the grave it is subject to those laws. 
The whole process of life is dependent on obedience to natural 
laws, and so powerless is this efficient cause to resist their jurisdic
tion that, in spite of its highest efforts, it pines or ceases to exist 
in consequence of the mere natural operation of law upon the 
matter with which it is united, and without which it is impotent. 
It cannot receive an impression from without that is not conveyed 
in accordance with law, and perceived by an exquisitely ordered 
organism, in every part of which law reigns supreme; nor can it 
communicate from within except through channels equally ordered 
by law. The “ laws of life ” act amongst the laws of matter, but 
are not independent of them, and the action of both classes of law 
is regulated by precisely the same principles.

Dr. Mozley’s affirmation, that antecedently one step on the 
ground and an ascent to heaven are alike incredible, does not help 
him. In that sense it follows that there is nothing that is not 
antecedently incredible, nothing credible until it has happened. 
This argument, however, while it limits us to actual experience, 
prohibits presumptions with regard to that which is beyond expe
rience. To argue that, because a step on the ground and an 
ascent to heaven are antecedently alike incredible, yet, as we 
subsequently make that step, therefore the ascent to heaven, which

The fact, therefore, is in conformity with the laws of nature. But if the same 
body is raised in the air without any application of a known force, it is not a 
fact in conformity with natural law. In all these cases the question is not 
whether a law of nature has been counteracted, for that does not constitute a 
fact contradictory to the laws of nature ; but whether it has been counteracted 
by another natural law. If it has been, the conditions of science are fulfilled. 
But if a law of nature has been counteracted by a law out of nature, it is o f no 
purpose, with a view to naturalise scientifically that counteraction of a law of 
nature, to say that the law of nature has been going on all the time, and only 
been neutralised, not suspended or violated. These are mere refinements of 
language, which do not affect the fact itself, that a new conjunction of ante
cedent and consequent, wholly unlike the conjunctions in nature, has taken 
place. The laws of nature have in that instance not worked, and an effect 
contrary to what would have issued from those laws has been produced. This 
is ordinarily called a violation or suspension of the laws of nature; and it seems 
an unnecessary refinement not to call it such. But whatever name we give to 
it, the fact is the same ; and the fact is not according to the laws of nature in 
the scientific sense” (p. xii. f.).
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we cannot make, from incredible becomes credible, is a contradic
tion in terms. If the ascent be antecedently incredible, it cannot 
at the same time be antecedently credible. That which is 
incredible cannot become credible because something else quite 
different becomes credible. Experience comes with its sober 
wisdom to check such reasoning. We believe in our power to 
walk because we habitually exercise i t ; we disbelieve in bodily 
ascensions because all experience excludes them, and if we leap 
into the air on the brink of a precipice, belief in an ascent to 
heaven is shattered to pieces at the bottom, to which the law of 
gravitation infallibly drags us.

There is absolutely nothing in the constitution of nature, we 
may say, reversing Dr. Mozley’s assertion, which does not prove 
the incredibility of a Divine suspension of physical laws, and does 
not create a presumption against it. A distinction between the 
laws of nature and the “ laws of the universe,”' by which he 
endeavours to make a miracle credible, is one which is purely 
imaginary. We know of no laws of the universe differing from the 
laws of nature. So far as human observation can range, these laws 
alone prevail. The occasional intervention of an unknown 
“ efficient cause,” producing the effects called “ miracles”—effects 
which are not referrible to any known law—is totally opposed to 
experience, and such a hypothesis to explain alleged occurrences 
of a miraculous character cannot find a legitimate place within 
the order of nature.

The proposition with which 'Dr. Mozley commences these 
Bampton Lectures, and for which he contends to their close, is 
th is: “ That miracles, or visible suspensions of the order of 
nature for a providential purpose, are not in contradiction to 
reason.”1 He shows that the purpose of miracles is to attest a 
supernatural revelation, which, without them, we could not 
be justified in believing. “ Christianity,” he distinctly states, 
“ cannot be maintained as a revelation undiscoverable by human 
reason—a revelation of a supernatural scheme for man’s salvation 
without the evidence of miracles.”} Out of this very admission 
he attempts to construct an argument in support of miracles. 
“ Hence it follows,” he continues, “ that, upon the supposition of 
the Divine design of a revelation, a miracle is not an anomaly or 
irregularity, but part of the system of the universe; because, 
though an irregularity and an anomaly in relation to either part, 
it has a complete adaptation to the whole. There being two 
worlds, a visible and invisible, and a communication between the

Bampton\Lecturest 1865, p. 163. 
a / b.t p. 6. 3 ib .y p. 23.
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THE DIVINE DESIGN OF REVELATION 29

two being wanted, a miracle is the instrument of that communi
cation.”1

This argument is based upon mere assumption. The sup
position of the Divine design of a revelation, by which a miracle 
is said to become “ part of the system of the universe ” and, 
therefore, neither an “ anomaly” nor “ irregularity,” is the result 
of a foregone conclusion in its favour, and is not suggested by 
antecedent probability. It is, in fact, derived solely from the 
contents of the revelation itself. Divines assume that a com
munication of this nature is in accordance with reason, and was 
necessary for the salvation of the human race, simply because 
they believe that it took place. No attempt is seriously made, 
independently, to prove the reality of the supposed “ Divine 
design of a revelation.” A revelation having, it is supposed, been 
made, that revelation is consequently supposed to have been con
templated, and to have necessitated and justified suspensions of 
the order of nature to effect it. The proposition for which the 
evidence of miracles is demanded is viciously employed as 
evidence for miracles.

The circumstances upon which the assumption of the necessity 
and reasonableness of a revelation is based, however, are in
credible, and contrary to reason. We are asked to believe that 
God made man in his own image, pure and sinless, and intended 
him to continue so, but that scarcely had this, his noblest work, 
left the hands of the Creator than man was tempted into sin by 
Satan, an all-powerful and persistent enemy of God, whose 
existence and antagonism to a Being in whose eyes sin is abomina
tion are not accounted for, and are incredible.2 Adam’s fall 
brought a curse upon the earth, and incurred the penalty 
of death for himself and for the whole of his posterity. The 
human race, although created perfect and without sin, thus 
disappointed the expectations of the Creator, and became daily 
more wicked, the Evil Spirit having succeeded in frustrating 
the designs of the Almighty, so that God repented that he had 
made man, and at length destroyed by a deluge all the inhabitants 
of the earth, with the exception of eight persons who feared him. 
This sweeping purification, however, was as futile as the original 
design, and the race of men soon became more wicked than ever. 
The final and only adequate remedy devised by God for the salvation 
of his creatures, become so desperately and hopelessly evil, was 
the incarnation of himself in the person of “ the Son,” the second

1 Bamf ton L a tu m ,  p. *3.
‘ The history of the gradual development of the idea of the existence and 

personality of the Devil is full of instruction, and throws no small light 
upon the question of revelation.
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person in a mysterious Trinity, of which the Godhead is said to 
be composed (who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and bom of 
the Virgin Mary), and his death upon the cross as a vicarious 
expiation of the sins of the world, without which supposed satis
faction of the justice of God his mercy could not possibly have 
been extended to the frail and sinful work of his own hands. 
The crucifixion of the incarnate God was the crowning guilt of a 
nation whom God himself had selected as his own peculiar people, 
and whom he had condescended to guide by constant direct revela
tions of his will, but who, from the first, had displayed the most 
persistent and remarkable proclivity to sin against him, and, in 
spite of the wonderful miracles wrought on their behalf, to forsake 
his service for the worship of other gods. We are asked to believe, 
therefore, in the frustration of the Divine design of creation, and 
in the fall of man into a state of wickedness hateful to God, 
requiring and justifying the Divine design of a revelation, and 
such a revelation as this, as a preliminary to the further proposi
tion that, on the supposition of such a design, miracles would not 
be contrary to reason.

The whole theory of this abortive design of creation, with such 
impotent efforts to amend it, is emphatically contradicted by all 
that experience has taught us of the order of nature. It is 
difficult to say whether the details of the scheme or the circum
stances which are supposed to have led to its adoption are more 
shocking to reason or to moral sense. The imperfection ascribed 
to the Divine work is scarcely more derogatory to the power and 
wisdom of a Creator than the supposed satisfaction of his justice 
in the death of himself incarnate, the innocent for the guilty, is 
degrading to the idea of his moral perfection. The supposed 
necessity for repeated interference to correct the imperfection of 
the original creation, the nature of the means employed, and the 
triumphant opposition of Satan are anthropomorphic conceptions 
totally incompatible with the idea of an infinitely wise and 
Almighty Being. The constitution of nature, so far from favouring 
any hypothesis of original perfection and subsequent deterioration, 
bears everywhere the record of systematic upward progression. 
Not only is the assumption that any revelation of the nature of 
ecclesiastical Christianity was necessary excluded upon philo
sophical grounds, but it is contradicted by the whole operation 
of natural laws, which contain in themselves inexorable penalties 
against retrogression, or even unprogressiveness, and furnish the 
only requisite stimulus to improvement. The survival only of 
the fittest is the stem decree of nature. The invariable action 
of law of itself eliminates the unfit. Progress is necessary to 
existence; extinction is the doom of retrogression. The highest 
effect contemplated by the supposed revelation is to bring man
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into perfect harmony with law; but this is ensured by law itself 
acting upon intelligence. Civilisation is nothing but the know
ledge and observance of natural laws. The savage must learn 
these laws or be extinguished ; the cultivated must observe them 
or die. The balance of moral and physical development cannot 
be deranged with impunity. In the spiritual as well as the 
physical sense, only the fittest eventually can survive in the 
struggle for existence. There is, in fact, an absolute upward 
impulse to the whole human race supplied by the invariable 
operation of the laws of nature, acting upon the common instinct 
of self-preservation. As, on the one hand, the highest human 
conception of infinite wisdom and power is derived from the 
universality and invariability of law; so that universality and 
invariability, on the other hand, exclude the idea of interruption 
or occasional suspension of law for any purpose whatever, and 
more especially for the correction of supposed original errors of 
design which cannot have existed, or for the attainment of objects 
already provided for in the order of nature.

Upon the first groundless assumption of a Divine design of 
such a revelation follows the hypothetical inference that, for the 
purpose of making the communication from the unseen world, a 
miracle or visible suspension of the order of nature is no irregu
larity, but part of the system of the universe. This, however, is 
a mere assertion, and no argument. An avowed assumption 
which is contrary to reason is followed by another which is 
contrary to experience. It is not permissible to speak of a visible 
suspension of the order of nature being part of the system of the 
universe. Such a statement has no meaning whatever within the 
range of human conception. Moreover, it must be remembered 
that miracles—or “ visible suspensions of the order of nature ”— 
are ascribed indifferently to Divine and to Satanic agency. If 
miracles are not an anomaly or irregularity on the supposition of 
the Divine design of a revelation, upon what supposition do 
Satanic miracles cease to be irregularities ? Is the order of nature, 
which it is asserted is under the personal control of God, at the 
same time at the mercy of the Devil ?

Archbishop Trench has, as usual, a singular way of overcoming 
the difficulty. He says : “ So long as we abide in the region of 
nature, miraculous and improbable, miraculous and incredible, may 
be admitted as convertible terms. But once lift up the whole dis
cussion into a higher region, once acknowledge something higher 
than nature, a kingdom of God, and men the intended denizens of 
it, and the whole argument loses its strength and the force of its
conclusions.........He who already counts it likely that God will
interfere for the higher welfare of men, who believes that there is 
a nobler world-order than that in which we live and move, and
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that it would be the blessing of blessings for that nobler to intrude 
into and to make itself felt in the region of this lower, who has 
found that here in this world we are bound by heavy laws of 
nature, of sin, of death, which no powers that we now possess can 
break, yet which must be broken if we are truly to live—he will 
not find it hard to believe the great miracle, the coming of the
Son of God in the flesh, &c.........And as he believes that greatest
miracle, so will he believe all other miracles, etc.”' In other 
words, if we already believe the premisses we shall not find it 
difficult to adopt the conclusions—if we already believe the 
greatest miracle we shall not hesitate to believe the less—if we 
already believe the dogmas we shall not find it hard to believe 
the evidence by which they are supposed to be authenticated. 
As we necessarily do abide in the region of nature, in which 
Dr. Trench admits that miraculous and incredible are convertible 
terms, it would seem rather difficult to lift the discussion into the 
higher region here described without having already abandoned 
it altogether.

' Notes on Miracles, p. 71 f. Archbishop Trend! Iielieves lhat exemption 
from the control of the law of gravitation, etc., is a “ lost prerogative" of our 
race, which we may one day recover. It would tie difficult to produce a 
parallel to his reasoning in modern times. He says : “ It has been already 
observed that the miracle, according to its true idea, is not a violation nor vet 
suspension of law, but the incoming of a higher law, as of a spiritual in the 
midst of natural laws, and the momentary assertion, for that higher law, of the 
predominance which it was intended to have, and but for man s fall it would 
always have had, over the lower ; and with this a prophetic anticipation of the 
abiding prevalence which it shall one day recover. Exactly thus was there 
here” (in the miracle of the Walking on the Sea) “ a sign of the lordship of 
man's will, when that will is in absolute harmony with God’s will, over 
external nature. In regard to this very law of gravitation, a feeble, and for 
the most part unconsciously possessed, remnant of his power survives to man 
in the well-attested fact that nis body is lighter when he is awake than sleeping; 
a fact which every nurse who has carried a child can attest. From this we 
conclude that the human consciousness, as an inner centre, works as an 
opposing force to the attraction of the earth and the centripetal force of gravity, 
however unable now to overbear it ” (!) lb . , p. 292.
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CHAPTER III.

REASON IN RELATION TO THE ORDER OF NATURE

The argument of those who assert the possibility and reality of 
miracles generally takes the shape of an attack, more or less direct, 
upon our knowledge of the order of nature. To establish an 
exception they contest the rule. “ Whatever difficulty there is in 
believing in miracles in general,” he says, “ arises from the circum
stance that they are in contradiction to or unlike the order of 
nature. To estimate the force of this difficulty, then, we must 
first understand what kind of belief it is which we have in the 
order of nature; for the weight of the objection to the miraculous 
must depend on the nature of the belief to which the miraculous 
is opposed.”' Dr. Mozley defines the meaning of the phrase, 
“ order of nature,” as the connection of that part of the order of 
nature of which we are ignorant with that part of which we know, 
the former being expected to be such and such, because the latter 
is. But how do we justify this expectation of likeness 1* We 
cannot do so, he affirms, and all our arguments are mere state
ments of the belief itself, and not reasons to account for it. It 
may be said, e.g., that when a fact of nature has gone on repeating 
itself a certain time, such repetition shows that there is a per
manent cause at work, and that a permanent cause produces 
permanently recurring effects. But what is there, he inquires, to 
show the existence of a permanent cause ? Nothing. The effects 
which have taken place show a cause at work to the extent of 
these effects, but not further. That this cause is of a more 
permanent nature we have no evidence. Why, then, do we expect 
the further continuance of these effects ?3 We can only say : 
because we believe the future will be like the past. After a 
physical phenomenon has even occurred every day for years we 
have nothing but the past repetition to justify our certain ex
pectation of its future repetition.* Do we think it giving a reason 
for our confidence in the future to say that, though no man has 
had experience of what is future, every man has had experience of 
what w as future? It is true, he admits, that what is future 
becomes at every step of our advance what was future, but that

1 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 33. 3 lb ., p. 34.
* lb ., p. 36. 4 lb ., p. 37.
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which is now still future is not the least altered by that circum
stance ; it is as invisible, as unknown, and as unexplored as if it 
were the very beginning and the very starting-point of nature. At 
this starting-point of nature what would a man know of its future 
course ? Nothing. At this moment he knows no more.1 What 
ground of reason, then, can we assign for our expectation that any 
part of the course of nature will the next moment be like what it 
has been up to this moment— i.e., for our belief in the uniformity 
of nature? None. It is without a reason. It rests upon no 
rational ground, and can be traced to no rational principle.2 The 
belief in the order of nature being thus an “ unintelligent im
pulse ” of which we cannot give any rational account. Dr. Mozley 
concludes, the ground is gone upon which it could be maintained 
that miracles, as opposed to the order of nature, were opposed to 
reason. A miracle, then, in being opposed to our experience is 
not only not opposed to necessary reasoning, but to any reasoning.3 
We need not further follow the Bampton Lecturer, as, with clear
ness and ability, he applies this reasoning to the argument of 
“ Experience,” until he pauses triumphantly to exclaim : “ Thus, 
step by step, has philosophy loosened the connection of the order 
of nature with the ground of reason, befriending in exact pro
portion, as it has done this, the principle of miracles.”3

We need not here enter upon any abstract argument regarding 
the permanence of cause : it will be sufficient to deal with these 
objections in a simpler and more direct way. Dr. Mozley, of 
course, acknowledges that the principle of the argument from 
experience is that “ which makes human life practicable ; which 
utilises all our knowledge ; which makes the past anything 
more than an irrelevant picture to u s ; for of what use is the 
experience of the past to us unless we believe the future will be 
like it ? ”3 Our knowledge in all things is relative, and there are 
sharp and narrow limits to human thought. It is, therefore, evident 
that, in the absence of absolute knowledge, our belief must be 
accorded to that of which we have more full cognizance, rather 
than to that which is contradicted by all that we do know. It 
may be “ irrational” to feel entire confidence that the sun will 
“ rise ” to-morrow, or that the moon will continue to wax and wane 
as in the past, but we shall without doubt retain this belief, and 
reject any assertion, however positive, that the earth will stand still 
to-morrow, or that it did so some thousands of years ago. Evidence 
must take its relative place in the finite scale of knowledge and 
thought, and if we do not absolutely know anything, so long as one 
thing is more fully established than another, we must hold to that

1 Bam plot. Lectures, p. 38. 2 16., p. 39. 3 lb ., p. 48.
4 /<*•, p- 49- 5 /<*■> P» 58.
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which rests upon the more certain basis. Our belief in the in
variability of the order of nature, therefore, being based upon 
more certain grounds than any other human opinion, we must of 
necessity refuse credence to a statement supported by infinitely 
less complete testimony, and contradicted by universal experience, 
that phenomena subversive of that order occurred many years 
ago, or we must cease to believe anything at all. If belief based 
upon unvarying experience be irrational, how much more irrational 
must belief be which is opposed to that experience. According to 
Dr. Mozley, it is quite irrational to believe that a stone dropped 
from the hand, for instance, will fall to the ground. It is true that 
all the stones we ourselves have ever dropped, or seen dropped, 
have so fallen, and equally true that all stones so dropped as far 
back as historic records, and those still more authentic and ancient 
records of earth’s crust itself, go, have done the same; but that, 
he contends, does not justify our belief, upon any grounds of 
reason, that the next stone we drop will do so. If we be told, 
however, that upon one occasion a stone so dropped, instead of 
falling to the ground, rose up into the air and continued there, 
we have only two courses open to u s : either to disbelieve the 
fact, and attribute the statement to error of observation, or to 
reduce the past to a mere irrelevant picture, and the mind to a 
blank page equally devoid of all belief and of all intelligent 
reasoning.

Dr. Mozley’s argument, however, is fatal to his own cause. It 
is admitted that miracles, “ or visible suspensions of the order of 
nature,”1 cannot have any evidential force unless they be super
natural, and out of the natural sequence of ordinary phenomena. 
Now, unless there be an actual order of nature, how can there be 
any exception to it ? If our belief in it be not based upon any 
ground of reason—as he maintains, in order to assert that 
miracles or visible suspensions of that order are not contrary to 
reason—-how can it be asserted that miracles are supernatural ? 
If we have no rational ground for believing that the future will be 
like the past, what rational ground can we have for thinking that 
anything which happens is exceptional, and out of the common 
course of nature ? Because it has not happened before ? That 
is no reason whatever; because, according to his contention, the 
fact that a thing has happened ten millions of times is no rational 
justification of our expectation that it will happen again. If the 
reverse of that which had happened previously took place on the 
ten million and first time, we should, therefore, have no rational 
ground for surprise, and no reason for affirming that it did not 
occur in the most natural manner. Because we cannot explain its

’ Bamtton Lectures, 1865, p. 6.
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cause? We cannot explain the cause of anything. Our belief 
that there is any permanent cause is, according to him, a mere 
unintelligent impulse ; we can only say that there is a cause suffi
cient to produce an isolated effect, but we do not know the nature 
of that cause, and it is a mere irrational instinct to suppose that 
any cause produces continuous effects, or is more than momentary. 
A miracle, consequently, becomes a mere isolated effect from an 
unknown cause, in the midst of other merely isolated phenomena 
from unknown causes, and it is as irrational to wonder at the 
occurrence of what is new as to expect the recurrence of what is 
old. In fact, an order of nature is at once necessary, and fatal, 
to miracles. If there be no order of nature, miracles cannot be 
considered supernatural occurrences, and have no evidential 
value; if there be an order of nature, the evidence for its immu
tability must consequently exceed the evidence for these isolated 
deviations from it. If we are unable rationally to form expecta
tions of the future from unvarying experience in the past, it is 
still more irrational to call that supernatural which is merely 
different from our past experience. Take, for instance, the case 
of supposed exemption from the action of the law of gravitation, 
which Archbishop Trench calls “ a lost prerogative of our race 
we cannot, according to Dr. Mozley, rationally affirm that next 
week we may not be able to walk on the sea, or ascend bodily 
into the air. To deny this because we have not hitherto been 
able to do so is unreasonable; for, he maintains, it is a mere 
irrational impulse which expects that which has hitherto happened, 
when we have made such attempts, to happen again next week. 
If we cannot rationally deny the possibility, however, that we may 
be able at some future time to walk on the sea or ascend into the 
air, the statement that these phenomena have already occurred 
loses all its force, and such occurrences cease to be in any way 
supernatural. If, on the other hand, it would be irrational to  
affirm that we may next week become exempt from the operation 
of the law of gravitation, it can only be so by the admission that 
unvarying experience forbids the entertainment of such a  
hypothesis, and in that case it equally forbids belief in the state
ment that such acts ever actually took place. If we deny the 
future possibility on any ground of reason, we admit that we have 
grounds of reason for expecting the future to be like the past, 
and therefore contradict Dr. Mozley’s conclusion; and if we 
cannot deny it upon any ground of reason, we extinguish the  
claim of such occurrences in the past to any supernatural 
character. Any argument which could destroy faith in the order 
of nature would be equally destructive to miracles. If we have

1 Notes oh Miracles, p. 32 f., p. 291 f.
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no right to believe in a rule, there can be no right to speak of 
exceptions. The result in any case is this, that whether the 
principle of the order of nature be established or refuted, the 
supernatural pretensions of miracles are disallowed.

Throughout the whole of his argument against the rationality 
of belief in the order of nature, the rigorous precision which Dr. 
Mozley unrelentingly demands from his antagonists is remarkable. 
They are not permitted to deviate by a hair’s breadth from the 
line of strict logic, and the most absolute exactness of demonstra
tion is required. Anything like an assumption or argument from 
analogy is excluded; induction is allowed to add no reason to 
bare and isolated facts; and the belief that the sun will rise 
to-morrow morning is, with pitiless severity, written down as 
mere unintelligent impulse. Belief in the return of day, based 
upon the unvarying experience of all past time, is declared to be 
without any ground of reason. We find anything but fault with 
strictness of argument; but it is fair that equal precision should 
be observed by those who assert miracles, and that assumption 
and inaccuracy should be excluded. Hitherto, as we have 
frequently pointed out, we have met with very little, or nothing, 
but assumption in support of miracles ; but, encouraged by the 
inflexible spirit of Dr. Mozley’s attack upon the argument from 
experience, we may look for similar precision from himself.

Proceeding, however, from his argument against the rationality 
of belief in the order of nature to his more direct argument for 
miracles, we are astonished to find a total abandonment of the 
rigorous exactness imposed upon his antagonists, and a complete 
relapse into assumptions. Dr. Mozley does not conceal the fact. 
“ The peculiarity of the argument of miracles,” he frankly admits, 
“ is that it begins and ends with an assumption; 1 mean relatively 
to that argument.”’ Such an argument is no argument at a ll; it 
is a mere petitio principii, incapable of proving anything. The 
nature of the assumptions obviously does not in the slightest 
degree affect this conclusion. It is true that the statement of the 
particular assumptions may constitute an appeal to belief other
wise derived, and evolve feelings which may render the calm 
exercise of judgment more difficult; but the fact remaias absolute, 
that an argument which “ begins and ends with an assumption ” 
is totally impotent. It remains an assumption, and is not an 
argument at all.

Notwithstanding this unfortunate and disqualifying “ peculiarity,” 
we may examine the argument. It is as follows: “ We assume 
the existence of a Personal Deity prior to the proof of miracles

* Bampfon I ĉtures  ̂ 1865, p. 94.
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in the religious sense; but with this assumption the question of 
miracles is at an end, because such a Being has necessarily the 
power to suspend those laws of nature which He has Himself 
enacted.”1 The “ question of miracles," which Dr. Mozley here 
asserts to be at an end on the assumption of a “ Personal Deity,” 
is, of course, merely that of the possibility of miracles; but it is 
obvious that, even with the precise definition of Deity which is 
assumed, instead of the real “ question” being at an end, it only 
commences. The power to suspend the laws of nature being 
assumed, the will to suspend them has to be demonstrated as 
also the actual occurrence of any such assumed suspension, 
which is contrary to reason. The subject is, moreover, com
plicated by the occurrence of Satanic as well as Divine sus
pensions of the order of nature, and by the necessity of assuming 
a Personal Devil as well as a Personal Deity, and his power to 
usurp that control over the laws of nature which is assumed as 
the prerogative of the Deity, and to suspend them in direct 
opposition to God. Even Newman has recognised this, and, in 
a passage already quoted, he says: “ For the cogency of the 
argument from miracles depends on the assumption that inter
ruptions in the course of nature must ultimately proceed from 
G od ; which is not true if they may be effected by other beings 
without His sanction.”1 The first assumption, in fact, leads to 
nothing but assumptions connected with the unseen, unknown, 
and supernatural, which are beyond the limits of reason.

Dr. Mozley is well aware that his assumption of a “ Personal ” 
Deity is not susceptible of proof ;3 indeed, this is admitted in the 
statement that the definition is an “ assumption.” He quotes the 
obvious reply which may be made regarding this assumption : 
“ Everybody must collect from the harmony of the physical 
universe the existence of a God, but in acknowledging a God we 
do not thereby acknowledge this peculiar doctrinal conception of a 
God. We see in the structure of nature a mind—a universal 
mind— but still a mind which only operates and expresses itself by 
law'. Nature only does and only can inform us of mind in nature, 
the partner and correlative of organised matter. Nature, therefore, 
can speak to the existence of a God in this sense, and can speak 
to the omnipotence of God in a sense coinciding with the actual

1 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 94. 3 Two Essays, etc., p. 50.
3 Dr. Westcott frankly admits this. “  Christianity, therefore,” he says, “  as 

the absolute religion of man, assumes as its foundation the existence o f  an 
Infinite Personal G o d  and a finite human will. This antithesis is assumed, and 
not proved. No arguments can establish it. It is a primary intuition, and not 
a deduction. It is capable of illustration from what we observe around us ; but 
if either term is denied no reasoning can establish its truth ” ( The Gospel o f  the 
Resurrection, 3rd ed., 1874, p. 19 f-).
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facts of nature; but in no other sense does nature witness to the 
existence of an Omnipotent Supreme Being. Of a universal mind 
out of nature, nature says nothing, and of an Omnipotence which 
does not possess an inherent limit in nature, she says nothing 
either. And, therefore, that conception of a Supreme Being which 
represents him as a Spirit independent of the physical universe, 
and able from a standing-place external to nature to interrupt its 
order, is a conception of God for which we must go elsewhere. 
That conception is obtained from revelation, which is asserted to 
be proved by miracles. But that being the case, this doctrine of 
Theism rests itself upon miracles, and, therefore, miracles cannot 
rest upon this doctrine of Theism.”1 With his usual fairness, Dr. 
Mozley, while questioning the correctness of the premiss of this 
argument, admits that, if established, the consequence stated would 
follow, “ and more, for miracles, being thrown back upon the same 
ground on which Theism is, the whole evidence of revelation 
becomes a vicious circle, and the fabric is left suspended in 
space, revelation resting on miracles, and miracles resting on 
revelation.”2 He not only recognises, however, that the concep
tion of a “ Personal ” Deity cannot be proved, but he distinctly 
confesses that it was obtained from revelation, 3 and from nowhere 
else, and these necessary admissions obviously establish the 
correctness of the premiss, and involve the consequence pointed out, 
that the evidence of revelation is a mere vicious circle. Dr. Mozley 
attempts to argue that, although the idea was first obtained through 
this channel, “ the truth once possessed is seen to rest upon grounds 
of natural reason.”< The argument by which he seeks to show that 
the conception is seen to rest upon grounds of natural reason is : 
“ We naturally attribute to the design of a Personal Being a contri
vance which is directed to the existence of a Personal Being.......
From personality at one end I infer personality at the other.” Dr. 
Mozley’s own sense of the weakness of his argument, however, and 
his natural honesty of mind oblige him continually to confess the 
absence of evidence. A few paragraphs further on he admits: 
“ Not, however, that the existence of a God is so clearly seen by 
reason as to dispense with faith ” ;5 but he endeavours to convince 
us that faith is reason, only reason acting under peculiar 
circumstances : when reason draws conclusions which are not 
backed by experience, reason is then called faith.6 The issue of 
the argument, he contends, is so amazing that if we do not 
tremble for its safety it must be on account of a practical 
principle, which makes us confide and trust in reasons,

1 Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 95 f.
2 l b . ,  p. 96. 3 p. 97 f. * /# ., p. 99.

5 16. , p. 100. 6 l b . ,  p. 101.
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and that principle is faith. We are not aware that conviction can 
be arrived at regarding any matter otherwise than by confidence in 
the correctness of the reasons, and what Dr. Mozley really means 
by faith here is confidence and trust in a conclusion for which 
there are no reasons.

It is almost incredible that the same person who had just been 
denying grounds of reason to conclusions from unvarying ex
perience, and excluding from them the results of inductive 
reasoning—who had denounced as unintelligent impulse and 
irrational instinct the faith that the sun, which has risen without 
fail every morning since time began, will rise again to-morrow, 
could thus argue. In fact, from the very commencement of the 
direct plea for miracles calm logical reasoning is abandoned, and 
the argument becomes entirely ad hominem. Mere feeling is sub
stituted for thought and, in the inability to be precise and logical, 
the lecturer appeals to the generally prevailing inaccuracy of 
thought.1 “ Faith, then,” he concludes, “ is unverified reason ; 
reason which has not yet received the verification of the final test, 
but is still expectant.” In science this, at the best, would be 
called mere “ hypothesis,” but accuracy can scarcely be expected 
where the argument continues : “ Indeed, does not our heart bear 
witness to the fact that to believe in a God ”—/.<?., a Personal God 
— “ is an exercise of faith ?” etc.2

The deduction which is drawn from the assumption of a 
“ Personal ” Deity is, as we have seen, merely the possibility of 
miracles. “ Paley’s criticism,” said the late Dean of St. Paul’s, “ is, 
after all, the true one—1 once believe that there is a God, and 
miracles are not incredible.’ ”3 The assumption, therefore, although 
of vital importance in the event of its rejection, does not very 
materially advance the cause of miracles if established. We have 
already seen that the assumption is avowedly incapable of proof, 
but it may be well to examine it a little more closely in connection 
with the inferences supposed to be derivable from it.

In his Bampton Lectures on “The Limit of Religious Thought,” 
delivered in 1858, Dr. Mansel, the very able editor and disciple of 
Sir William Hamilton, discussed this subject with great minuteness, 
and although we cannot pretend here to follow him through the 
whole of his singular argument—a theological application of Sir 
William Hamilton’s philosophy—we must sufficiently represent it. 
Dr. Mansel argues : We are absolutely incapable of conceiving or 
proving the existence of God as he is ; and so far is human 
reason from being able to construct a theology independent o f

‘ Cf. Bampton Lectures, 1865, p. 101 ft'.
2 Lb., p. 104.
3 Mansel, Aids to Faith, p. 30.
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revelation that it cannot even read the alphabet out of which that 
theology must be formed.’ We are compelled by the constitution 
of our minds to believe in the existence of an Absolute and 
Infinite Being; but the instant we attempt to analyse we are in
volved in inextricable confusion. Our moral consciousness 
demands that we should conceive him as a Personality, but person
ality, as we conceive it, is essentially a limitation; to speak of an 
Absolute and Infinite Person is simply to use language to which 
no mode of human thought can possibly attach itself.1 This 
amounts simply to an admission that our knowledge of God does 
not satisfy the conditions of speculative philosophy, and is in
capable of reduction to an ultimate and absolute truths It is, 
therefore, reasonable that we should expect to find that the 
revealed manifestation of the Divine nature and attributes should 
likewise carry the marks of subordination to some higher truth, of 
which it indicates the existence, but does not make known the 
substance; and that our apprehension of the revealed Deity should 
involve mysteries inscrutable, and doubts insoluble by our present 
faculties, while at the same time it inculcates the true spirit in 
which doubt should be dealt with, by warning us that our 
knowledge of God, though revealed by himself, is revealed in 
relation to human faculties, and subject to the limitations and im
perfections inseparable from the constitution of the human mind.4 
We need not, of course, point out that the reality of revelation is 
here assumed. Elsewhere, Dr. Mansel maintains that philosophy, 
by its own incongruities, has no claim to be accepted as a com
petent witness ; and, on the other hand, human personality cannot 
be assumed as an exact copy of the Divine, but only as that which 
is most nearly analogous to it among finite things.s As we are, 
therefore, incapable on the one hand of a clear conception of the 
Divine Being, and have only analog)' to guide us in conceiving his 
attributes, we have no criterion of religious truth or falsehood,

‘ Mansel, Bampton Leetures, 1858 (Murray, 4th cd., 1859), p. 40.
* I t . ,  p. 56. Dr. Westcott says upon this point: “  But though we appeal to 

the individual consciousness for the recognition of the truth of the assumptions 
which have been made, the language in which one term of the antithesis is ex
pressed requires explanation. We speak of God as Infinite and Personal. The 
epithets involve a contradiction, ana yet they are both necessary. In fact, the 
only approximately adequate conception which we can form of a Divine Being 
is under the form of a contradiction. For us, personality is only the name for 
special limitation exerting itself through w ill; and will itself implies the idea of 
resistance. But as applied to God, the notions of limitation and resistance 
are excluded by the antithetic term infinite-’ ( The Gospel of the Resnneetion, 
1874, p. 21).

3 I t . ,  p. 94 f-
4 /<*•, P- 95-
5 Mansel, The Philosophy of the Conditioned (Strahan, 1866), p. 143 f.
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enabling us to judge of the ways of God, represented by revelation,1 
and have no right to judge of his justice, or mercy, or goodness, 
by the standard of human morality.

It is impossible to conceive an argument more vicious, or more 
obviously warped to favour already accepted conclusions of 
revelation :—As finite beings, we are not only incapable of proving 
the existence of God, but even of conceiving him as he i s ; there
fore we may conceive him as he is not. To attribute personality 
to him is a limitation totally incompatible with the idea of an 
Absolute and Infinite Being, in which “ we are compelled by the 
constitution of our minds to believe and to speak of him as a 
personality is “ to use language to which no mode of human 
thought can possibly attach itself”; but, nevertheless, to satisfy 
supposed demands of our moral consciousness, we are to conceive 
him as a personality. Although we must define the Supreme Being 
as a personality, to satisfy our moral consciousness, we must not, 
we are told, make the same moral consciousness the criterion of the 
attributes of that personality. We must not suppose him to be 
endowed, for instance, with the perfection of morality according 
to our ideas of i t ; but, on the contrary, we must hold that his 
moral perfections are at best only analogous, and often contra
dictory, to our standard of morality.2 As soon as we conceive a 
Personal Deity to satisfy our moral consciousness, we have to 
abandon the personality which satisfies that consciousness, in 
order to accept the characteristics of a supposed revelation, to 
reconcile certain statements of which we must admit that we 
have no criterion of truth or falsehood enabling us to judge of the 
ways of God.

Now, in reference to the assumption of a Personal Deity as a 
preliminary to the proof of miracles, it must be clearly remembered 
that the contents of the revelation which miracles are to authenticate 
cannot have any weight. Antecedently, then, it is admitted that 
personality is a limitation which is absolutely excluded by the

1 Mansel, The Philosophy o f the Conditioned, (Strahan, 1866), p. 144 f. 
In another place Dean Mansel says: “ Ideas and images which do 
not represent God as He is may nevertheless represent Him as it is our 
duty to regard Him. They are not in themselves true; but we must 
nevertheless believe and act as if they were true. A finite mind can form no 
conception of an Infinite Being which shall be speculatively true, for it must 
represent the Infinite under finite forms ; nevertheless, a conception which is 
speculatively untrue may be regulatively true. A regulative truth is thus de
signed not to satisfy our reason, but to guide our practice ; not to tell us what 
God is, but how He wills that we should think of Him ” ( M an's Conception o f 
E tern ity:  An examination of Mr. Maurice’s Theory of a Fixed State out of 
Time, in a letter to the Rev. L. T. Bemays, by Rev. II. L. Mansel, B .D., 
p. 9 f.).

2 If)., p. 143 f . ; Bampton Lectures, 1858, pp. 131-175, pp. 94-130.
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ideas of the Deity which, it is asserted, the constitution of our 
minds compels us to form. It cannot, therefore, be rationally 
assumed. To admit that such a conception is false, and then to 
base conclusions upon it as though it were true, is inadmissible. 
It is child’s play to satisfy our feeling and imagination by the 
conscious sacrifice of our reason. Moreover, Dr. Mansel admits 
that the conception of a Personal Deity is really derived from 
the revelation, which has to be rendered credible by miracles; 
therefore the consequence already pointed out ensues, that the 
assumption cannot be used to prove miracles. “ It must be 
allowed that it is not through reasoning that men obtain the 
first intimation of their relation to the Deity; and that, had they 
been left to the guidance of their intellectual faculties alone, it 
is possible that no such intimation might have taken place; or, 
at best, that it would have been but as one guess, out of many 
equally plausible and equally natural.”1 The vicious circle of the 
argument is here again apparent, and the singular reasoning by 
which Dr. Mansel seeks to drive us into acceptance of revelation 
is really the strongest argument against it. The impossibility of 
conceiving God as he is,2 which is insisted upon, instead of being 
a reason for assuming his personality, or for accepting Jewish 
conceptions of him, totally excludes such an assumption.

This “ great religious assumption ” is not suggested by any 
antecedent considerations, but is required to account for miracles, 
and is derived from the very revelation which miracles are to 
attest. “ In nature and from nature,” to quote words of Pro
fessor Baden Powell, “ by science and by reason, we neither have, 
nor can possibly have, any evidence of a D eity working miracles ; 
for that we must go out of nature and beyond science. If we 
could have any such evidence from  nature, it could only prove 
extraordinary natural effects, which would not be miracles in the 
old theological sense, as isolated, unrelated, and uncaused; 
whereas no physical fact can be conceived as unique, or without 
analogy and relation to others, and to the whole system of natural 
causes.

Dr. Mansel “ does not hesitate ” to affirm with Sir William 
Hamilton, “ that the class of phenomena which requires that kind

1 Bampton Lectures, 1858, p. 68.
2 Sir William Hamilton says: “ True therefore are the declarations of a 

pious philosophy. * A God understood would be no God at all.’ ‘ To think 
that God is as we can think Him to be is blasphemy.’ The Divinity, in a 
certain sense, is revealed; in a certain sense is concealed : He is at once 
known and unknown. But the last and highest consecration of all true religion 
must be an altar—' Ayvuxsryj Qt<p— 'T o  the unknown and unknowable God’” 
(Discussions on Philosophy, 3rd ed., Blackwood & Sons, 1866, p. 15, note).

3 “ Study of the Evidences of Christianity,” Essays and Reviews, 9th ed., 
p. 141 f.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

of cause we denominate a Deity is exclusively given in the pheno
mena of m ind; that the phenomena of matter, taken by them
selves, do not warrant any inference to the existence of a God.”1 
After declaring a Supreme Being, from every point of view, incon
ceivable by our finite minds, it is singular to find him thrusting 
upon us, in consequence, a conception of that Being which almost 
makes us exclaim with Bacon : “ It were better to have no opinion 
of God at all than such an opinion as is unworthy of him ; for the 
one is unbelief, the other is contumely.”2 Dr. Mansel asks : “ Is 
matter or mind the truer image of God ?”3 But both matter and 
mind unite in repudiating so unworthy a conception of a God, 
and in rejecting the idea of suspensions of law. In the words of 
Spinoza: “ From miracles we can neither infer the nature, the 
existence, nor the providence of God, but, on the contrary, these 
may be much better comprehended from the fixed and immutable 
order of nature. ”« Indeed, as he adds, miracles, as contrary to 
the order of nature, would rather lead us to doubt the existence 
of God.5

Six centuries before our era a noble thinker, Xenophanes of 
Colophon, whose pure mind soared far above the base anthropo
morphic mythologies of Homer and Hesiod, and anticipated some 
of the highest results of the Platonic philosophy, finely said :—

“ There is one God supreme over all gods, diviner than mortals,
Whose form is not like unto man's, and as unlike his nature ;
But vain mortals imagine that gods, like themselves, are begotten 
With human sensations, and voice, and corporeal members ;6
So if oxen or lions had hands, and could work in man’s fashion,
And trace out with chisel or brush their conception of Godhead,
Then would horses depict gods like horses, and oxen like oxen,
Each kind the Divine with its own form and nature endowing.”

He illustrates this profound observation by pointing out that 
the Ethiopians represent their deities as black, with flat 'noses, 
while the Thracians make them blue-eyed, with ruddy com
plexions ; and, similarly, the Medes and the Persians and 
Egyptians portray their gods like themselves. The Jewish idea 
of God was equally anthropomorphic; but their highest concep
tion was certainly that which the least resenlbled themselves, and

1 lb .,  p. 25. Cf. Hamilton, Lectures on Metaphysics, vol. i., p. 26.
3 Bacon’s Essays, xvii. ed. Whately, p. 183. 3 Aids to Faith, p. 25.
* Tract, Theolog. Polit., c. vi., § 16, ed. Tauchnitz. ! lb .,  vi., § 19.
6 Clement of Alexandria, who quotes the whole of this passage from 

Xenophanes, makes a separation here from the succeeding lines, by xal rdXir ; 
but the sense is evidently continuous, and the fragments are generally united. 
Cf. Clem. A !., Strom., v. 14, § n o .
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which described the Almighty as “ without variableness or shadow 
of turning,” and as giving a law to the universe which shall not be 
broken.

None of the arguments with which we have yet met have 
succeeded in making miracles in the least degree antecedently 
credible. On the contrary, they have been based upon mere 
assumptions incapable of proof and devoid of probability. On 
the other hand, there are the strongest reasons for affirming that 
such phenomena are antecedently incredible. Dr. Mozley’s attack, 
which we discussed in the first part of this chapter, and which, of 
course, was chiefly based upon Hume’s celebrated argument, never 
seriously grappled with the doctrine at all. The principle which 
opposes itself to belief in miracles is very simple. Our belief in the 
invariability of that sequence of phenomena which we call the 
order of nature is based upon universal experience, and it would, 
therefore, require an extraordinary amount of evidence to prove 
the truth of any allegation of miracles, or violations of that order. 
Where a preponderance of evidence in support of such allega
tions cannot be produced, reason and experience concur in attri
buting the ascription of miraculous character to any occurrences 
said to have been witnessed, to imperfect observation, mistaken 
inference, or some other of the numerous sources of error. Any 
allegation of the interference of a new and supernatural agent, upon 
such an occasion, to account for results in contradiction of the known 
sequence of cause and effect is excluded by the very same prin
ciple, for, invariable experience being as opposed to the assertion 
that such interference ever takes place as it is to the. occurrence 
of miraculous phenomena, the allegation is necessarily dis
believed.

Apologists find it much more convenient to evade the simple 
but effective arguments of Hume than to answer them, and where 
it is possible they dismiss them with a sneer, and hasten on to 
less dangerous ground. For instance, Dr. Farrar, arguing the 
antecedent credibility of the miraculous, makes the following 
remarks: “ Now, as regards the inadequacy of testimony to 
establish a miracle, modem scepticism has not advanced one 
single step beyond the blank assertion. And it is astonishing that 
this assertion should still be considered cogent, when its logical 
consistency has been shattered to pieces by a host of writers, as 
well sceptical as Christian (Mill’s Logic, ii., 157-160). For, as the 
greatest of our living logicians has remarked, the supposed recondite 
and dangerous formula of Hume—that it is more probable that 
testimony should be mistaken than that miracles should be true—  
reduces itself to the very harmless proposition that anything is 
incredible which is contrary to a complete induction. It is, in
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fact, a flagrant petitio prindpii, used to support a wholly unphilo- 
sophical assertion.”1 It is much more astonishing that so able a 
man as Dr. Farrar could so misunderstand Hume’s argument, and 
so misinterpret and misstate Mill’s remarks upon i t  So far from 
shattering to pieces the logical consistency of Hume’s reasoning. 
Mill substantially confirms it, and pertinently remarks that “ it 
speaks ill for the state of philosophical speculation on such 
subjects ” that so simple and evident a doctrine should have been 
accounted a dangerous heresy. It is, in fact, a statement of a 
truth which should have been universally recognised, and would 
have been so but for its unwelcome and destructive bearing upon 
popular theology.

Mill states the evident principle: “ If an alleged fact be in 
contradiction, not to any number of approximate generalisations, 
but to  ̂ a completed generalisation grounded on a rigorous 
induction, it is said to be impossible, and is to be disbelieved 
totally.” Mill continues: “ This last principle, simple and 
evident as it appears, is the doctrine which, on the occasion o f an 
attempt to apply it to the question of the credibility of miracles, 
excited so violent a controversy. Hume’s celebrated doctrine, 
that nothing is credible which is contradictory to experience or at 
variance with laws of nature, is merely this very plain and 
harmless proposition, that whatever is contradictory to a complete 
induction is incredible.”* He then proceeds to meet possible 
objections : “ But does not (it may be asked) the very statement 
of the proposition imply a contradiction? An alleged feet, 
according to this theory, is not to be believed if it contradict a 
complete induction. But it is essential to the completeness of an 
induction that it should not contradict any known fact. Is it not, 
then, a petitio prin dpii to say that the fact ought to be dis
believed because the induction to it is complete ? How can we 
have a right to declare the induction complete, while facts, 
supported by credible evidence, present themselves in opposition 
to it ? I answer, we have that right whenever the scientific canons 
of induction give it to u s; that is, whenever the induction can be 
complete. We have it, for example, in a case of causation in 
which there has been an experimentum cruds." It will be 
remarked that Dr. Farrar adopts Mill’s phraseology in one of the 
above questions to affirm the reverse of his opinion. Mill 
decides that the proposition is not a petitio p rin d p ii; Dr Farrar 
says, in continuation of his reference to Mill, that it is a flagrant

‘ The Witness o f H istory to Christ, Iiulsean Lectures, 1870, by the Rev. 
F. W. Farrar, M.A., F .R .S ., etc., etc., 2nd ed., 1872, p. 26 f.

3 A System of Logic, by John Stuart Mill, 8th ed., 1872, ii., p. 165.

Digitized by v ^ o o Q l e



MILL’S REMARKS UPON HUME 47

petitio principii. Mill proceeds to prove his statement, and he 
naturally argues that, if observations or experiments have been 
repeated so often, and by so many persons, as to exclude all supposi
tion of error in the observer, a law of nature is established; and so long 
as this law is received as such, the assertion that on any particular 
occasion the cause A took place, and yet the effect B did not 
follow, without any counteracting cause, must be disbelieved. In 
(act, as he winds up this part of the argument by saying: “ We 
cannot admit a proposition as a law of nature, and yet believe a 
fact in real contradiction to it. We must disbelieve the alleged 
fact, or believe that we were mistaken in admitting the supposed 
law.”1 Mill points out, however, that, in order that any alleged 
fact should be contradictory to a law of causation, the allegation 
must be not simply that the cause existed without being followed 
by the effect, but that this happened in the absence of any 
adequate counteracting cause. “ Now, in the case of an alleged 
miracle, the assertion is the exact opposite of this. It is, that the 
effect was defeated, not in the absence,' but in consequence of a 
counteracting cause—namely, a direct interposition of an act of 
the will of some being who has power over nature; and in par
ticular of a Being whose will, being assumed to have endowed all 
the causes with the powers by which they produce their effects, 
may well be supposed able to counteract them.”3 A miracle, 
then, is no contradiction to the law of cause and effect; it is 
merely a new effect supposed to be introduced by the introduction 
of a new cause ; “ of the adequacy of that cause, i f  presenty 
there can be no doubt; and the only antecedent improbability 
which can be ascribed to the miracle is the improbability that 
any such cause existed.” Mill then continues, resuming his 
criticism on Hume’s argument: “ All, therefore, which Hume has 
made out, and this he must be considered to have made out, is 
that (at least in the imperfect state of our knowledge of natural 
agencies, which leaves it always possible that some of the physical 
antecedents may have been hidden from us) no evidence can 
prove a miracle to any one who did not previously believe the 
existence of a being or beings with supernatural power; or who 
believes himself to have full proof that the character of the Being 
whom he recognises is inconsistent with his having seen fit to 
interfere on the occasion in question.” Mill proceeds to enlarge 
on this conclusion. “ If we do not already believe in super
natural agencies, no miracle can prove to us their existence. The 
miracle itself, considered merely as an extraordinary fact, may be 
satisfactorily certified by our senses or by testimony; but nothing

1 Mill, Logic, ii., p. 166 f. a Li., ii., p. 167.
3 The italics are ours.
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can ever prove that it is a miracle. There is still another possible 
hypothesis, that of its being the result of some unknown natural 
cause ; and this possibility cannot be so completely shut out as to 
leave no alternative but that of admitting the existence and inter
vention of a being superior to nature. Those, however, who 
already believe in such a being have two hypotheses to choose 
from, a supernatural and an unknown natural agency; and they 
have to judge which of the two is the most probable in the 
particular case. In forming this judgment, an important element 
of the question will be the conformity of the result to the laws of 
the supposed agent; that is, to the character of the Deity as they 
conceive it. But, with the knowledge which we now possess of 
the general uniformity of the course of nature, religion, following 
in the wake of science, has been compelled to acknowledge the 
government of the universe as being on the whole carried on by 
general laws, and not by special interpositions. To whoever holds 
this belief, there is a general presumption against any supposition 
of divine agency not operating through general laws, or, in other 
words, there is an antecedent improbability in every miracle 
which, in order to outweigh it, requires an extraordinary strength 
of antecedent probability derived from the special circumstances 
of the case.”1 Mill rightly considers that it is not more difficult 
to estimate this than in the case of other probabilities. “ We 
are seldom, therefore, without the means (when the circumstances 
of the case are at all known to us) of judging how far it is likely 
that such a cause should have existed at that time and place 
without manifesting its presence by some other marks, and (in the 
case of an unknown cause) without having hitherto manifested its 
existence in any other instance. According as this circumstance, 
or the falsity of the testimony, appears more improbable, that is 
conflicts with an approximate generalisation of a higher order, 
we believe the testimony, or disbelieve it: with a stronger or 
weaker degree of conviction, according to the preponderance: at 
least until we have sifted the matter further.”2 This is precisely 
Hume’s argument weakened by the introduction of reservations 
which have no cogency.

We have wished to avoid interrupting Mill’s train of reasoning 
by any remarks of our own, and have, therefore, deferred till now 
the following observations regarding his criticism on Hume’s 
argument.

In reducing Hume’s celebrated doctrine to the very plain pro
position, that whatever is contradictory to a complete induction is 
incredible. Mill in no way diminishes its potency against miracles ; 
and he does not call that proposition “ harmless ” in reference to

'■ Mill, Logic, ii., p. 168 f. 2 lb ., ii., p. 169.
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its bearing on miracles, as Dr. Farrar evidently supposes, but 
merely in opposition to the character of a recondite and 
“ dangerous heresy ” assigned by dismayed theologians to so 
obvious and simple a principle. The proposition, however, whilst 
it reduces Hume’s doctrine in the abstract to more technical terms, 
does not altogether represent his argument. Without asserting 
that experience is an absolutely infallible guide, Hume maintains 
that— A wise man proportions his belief to the evidence. In 
such conclusions as are founded on an infallible experience, he 
expects the event with the last degree of assurance, and regards 
his past experience as a full proof of the future existence of that 
event. In other cases he proceeds with more caution; he weighs 
the opposite experiments; he considers which side is supported by 
the greater number of experiments ; to that side he inclines with 
doubt and hesitation; and when at last he fixes his judgment, the 
evidence exceeds not what we properly call probability. All pro
bability, then, supposes an opposition of experiments and observa
tions, where the one side is found to overbalance the other, and to 
produce a degree of evidence proportioned to the superiority.”1 
After elaborating this proposition, Hume continues : “ A miracle 
is a violation of the laws of nature ; and as a firm and unalterable 
experience has established these laws, the proof against a miracle, 
from the very nature of the fact, is as entire as any argument from 
experience can possibly be imagined. Why is it more than pro
bable that all men must d ie ; that lead cannot, of itself, remain 
suspended in the air; that fire consumes wood, and is extinguished 
by water; unless it be that these events are found agreeable to the 
laws of nature, and there is required a violation of these laws, or, 
in other words, a miracle, to prevent them ? Nothing is esteemed 
a miracle if it ever happened in the common course of nature. It 
is no miracle that a man seemingly in good health should die on a 
sudden; because such a kind of death, though more unusual than 
any other, has yet been frequently observed to happen. But it is 
a miracle that a dead man should come to life, because that has 
never been observed in any age or country. There must, there
fore, be an uniform experience against every miraculous event, 
otherwise the event would not merit that appellation. And as an 
uniform experience amounts to a proof, there is here a direct and 
full proof from the nature of the fact, against the existence of any 
miracle; nor can such a proof be destroyed, or the miracle 
rendered credible, but by an opposite proof which is superior. 
The plain consequence is (and it is a general maxim worthy of our 
attention) : ‘ That no testimony is sufficient to establish a miracle

■ David Hume, Philosophical Works; Boston and Edinburgh, 1854, iv., p. 
126.
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unless the testimony be of such a kind that its falsehood would be 
more miraculous than the fact which it endeavours to establish ; 
and even in that case there is a mutual destruction of arguments, 
and the superior only gives us an assurance suitable to that degree 
of force which remains after deducting the inferior.’ When any 
one tells me that he saw a dead man restored to life, I immediately 
consider with myself whether it be more probable that this person 
should either deceive or be deceived, or that the fact which he 
relates should really have happened. I weigh the one miracle 
against the other; and, according to the superiority which I 
discover, I pronounce my decision, and always reject the greater 
miracle. If the falsehood of his testimony would be more 
miraculous than the event which he relates, then, and not till then, 
can he pretend to command my belief or opinion.”1

The ground upon which Mill admits that a miracle may not be 
contradictory to complete induction is that it is not an assertion 
that a certain cause was not followed by a certain effect, but an 
allegation of the interference of an adequate counteracting cause. 
This does not, however, by his own showing, remove a miracle 
from the action of Hume’s principle, but simply modifies the 
nature of the antecedent improbability. Mill qualifies his 
admission regarding the effect of the alleged counteracting cause 
by the all-important words, “ if present ” ; for, in order to be valid, 
the reality of the alleged counteracting cause must be established, 
which is impossible, therefore the allegations fall to the ground.

In admitting that Hume has made out that no evidence can 
prove a miracle to any one who does not previously believe in a 
being of supernatural power willing to work miracles, Mill 
concedes everything to Hume, for his only limitation is based 
upon a supposition of mere personal belief in something which is 
not capable of proof, and which belief, therefore, is not more valid 
than any other purely imaginary hypothesis. The belief may 
seem substantial to the individual entertaining it, but. not being 
capable of proof, it cannot have weight with others, or in any way 
affect the value of evidence in the abstract.

The assumption of a Personal Deity working miracles is excluded 
by Hume’s argument, and, although Mill apparently overlooks the 
fact, Hume has not only anticipated but refuted the reasoning 
which is based upon it. In the succeeding chapter on a Particular 
Providence and a Future State he directly disposes of such an 
assumption, but he does so with equal effect also in the essay 
which we are discussing. Taking an imaginary miracle as an 
illustration, he argues : “ Though the Being to whom the miracle 
is ascribed be in this case Almighty, it does not upon that account

1 Hume, Philos. Works, iv., p. 1 3 0  ft’.
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become a whit more probable; since it is impossible for us to 
know the attributes or actions of such a Being otherwise than 
from the experience which we have of his productions in the 
usual course of nature. This still reduces us to past observation, 
and obliges us to compare the instances of the violation of truth 
in the testimony of men with those of the violation of the laws 
of nature by miracles, in order to judge which of them is most 
likely and probable. As the violations of truth are more common in 
the testimony concerning religious miracles than in that concerning 
any other matter of fact, this must diminish very much the authority 
of the former testimony, and make us form a general resolution never 
to lend any attention to it, with whatever specious pretence it may be 
covered.”1 A person who believes anything contradictor}' to a 
complete induction merely on the strength of an assumption which 
is incapable of proof is simply credulous ; but such an assumption 
cannot affect the real evidence for that thing.

The argument of Paley against Hume is an illustration of the 
reasoning suggested by Mill. Paley alleges the interposition of a 
Personal Deity in explanation of miracles, but he protests that he 
does not assume the attributes of the Deity or the existence of a 
future state in order to prove their reality. “ That reality,” he 
admits, “ always must be proved by evidence. We assert only 
that in miracles adduced in support of revelation there is not such 
antecedent improbability as no testimony can surmount.” His 
argument culminates in the short statement: “ In a word, once 
believe that there is a God [i.e., a Personal God, working miracles], 
and miracles are not incredible.”2 We have already quoted 
Hume’s refutation of this reasoning, and we may at once proceed 
to the final argument by which Paley endeavours to overthrow 
Hume’s doctrine, and upon which he mainly rests his case.

“ But the short consideration,” he says, “ which, independently 
of every other, convinces me that there is no solid foundation in 
Mr. Hume’s conclusion is the following: When a theorem is 
proposed to a mathematician, the first thing he does with it is to 
try it upon a simple case, and if it produces a false result he is 
sure that there must be some mistake in the demonstration. 
Now, to proceed in this way with what may be called Mr. Hume’s 
theorem. If twelve men, whose probity and good sense I had 
long known, should seriously and circumstantially relate to me an 
account of a miracle wrought before their eyes, and in which it 
was impossible that they should be deceived ; if the governor of 
the country, hearing a rumour of this account, should call these

' Hume, Philos. Works, iv., p. 148.
3 Paley, A View of the Evidences of Christianity, “  Preparatory Con

siderations.”
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men into his presence, and offer them a short proposal, either to 
•confess the imposture or submit to be tied up to a gibbet; if they 
should refuse with one voice to acknowledge that there existed 
any falsehood or imposture in the case ; if this threat was com
municated to them separately, yet with no different effect; if it 
was at last executed; if I myself saw them, one after another, 
consenting to be racked, burned, or strangled, rather than give up 
the truth of their account—still, if Mr. Hume’s rule be my guide, 
I am not to believe them. Now, I undertake to say that there 
exists not a sceptic in the world who would not believe them, or 
who would defend such incredulity.”*

It is obvious that this reasoning, besides being purely hypo
thetical, is utterly without cogency against Hume’s doctrine. The 
evidence of the twelve men simply amounts to a statement that 
they saw, or fancied that they saw, a certain occurrence in contra
diction to the law ; but that which they actually saw was an 
external phenomenon, the real nature of which is a mere inference, 
and an inference which, from the necessarily isolated position of 
the miraculous phenomenon, is neither supported by other 
instances capable of forming a complete counter induction, nor 
by analogies within the order of nature.3 The bare inference 
from an occurrence supposed to have been witnessed by twelve 
men is all that is opposed to the law of nature, which is based 
upon a complete induction, and it is, therefore, incredible.

If we examine Paley’s “ simple case ” a little more closely, 
however, we find that not only is it utterly inadmissible as a 
hypothesis, but that as an illustration of the case of Gospel 
miracles it is completely devoid of relevancy and argumentative 
force. The only point which gives a momentary value to the 
supposed instance is the condition attached to the account of the 
miracle related by the twelve men, that not only was it wrought 
before their eyes, but that it was one “ in which it was impossible 
that they should be deceived.” Now, this qualification of infalli
bility on the part of the twelve witnesses is as incredible as the 
miracle which they are supposed to attest. The existence of 
twelve men incapable of error or mistake is as opposed to experi
ence as the hypothesis of a miracle in which it is impossible for 
the twelve men to be deceived is contradictory to reason. The 
•exclusion of all error in the observation of the actual occurrence 
and its antecedents and consequences, whose united sum con
stitutes the miracle, is an assumption which deprives the argu
ment of all potency. On the other hand, the moment the 
possibility of error is admitted the reasoning breaks down, 
for the probability of error on the part of the observers, either as

1 Paley, 1. c. 3 Cf. Mill, System of Logic, ii., p. 166 f.
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regards the external phenomena or the inferences drawn from 
them, being so infinitely greater than the probability of mistake in 
the complete induction, we must unquestionably reject the testi
mony of the twelve men.

It need scarcely be said that the assertion of liability to error 
on the part of the observers by no means involves any insinuation 
of wilful “ falsehood or imposture in the case.” It is quite intel
ligible that twelve men might witness an occurrence which might 
seem to them and others miraculous—but which was susceptible 
of a perfectly natural explanation—and truthfully relate what they 
believed to have seen, and that they might, therefore, refuse 
“ with one voice to acknowledge that there existed any falsehood 
or imposture in the case,” even although the alternative might be 
death on a gibbet. This, however, would in no way affect the 
character of the actual occurrence. It would not convert a 
natural, though by them inexplicable, phenomenon into a miracle. 
Their constancy in adhering to the account they had given would 
merely bear upon the truth of their own statements, and the fact 
of seeing them “ one after another consenting to be racked, 
burned, or strangled, rather than give up the truth of their 
account,” would not in the least justify our believing in a miracle. 
Even martyrdom cannot transform imaginations into facts. The 
truth of a narrative is no guarantee for the correctness of an infer
ence.

As regards the applicability of Paley’s illustration to the Gospel 
miracles, the failure of his analogy is complete. We shall 
presently see the condition of the people amongst whom these 
miracles are supposed to have occurred, and that, so far from the 
nature of the phenomena and the character of the witnesses 
supporting the inference that it was impossible that the observers 
could have been deceived, there is every reason for concluding 
with certainty that their ignorance of natural laws, their proneness 
to superstition, their love of the marvellous, and their extreme 
religious excitement, rendered them peculiarly liable to incorrect
ness in the observation of the phenomena, and to error in the 
inferences drawn from them. We shall likewise see that we have 
no serious and circumstantial accounts of those miracles from 
eye-witnesses of whose probity and good sense we have any know
ledge, but that, on the contrary, the narratives of them which we 
possess were composed by unknown persons, who were not eye
witnesses at all, but wrote very long after the events related, and 
in that mythic period “ in which reality melted into fable, and 
invention unconsciously trespassed on the province of history. 
The proposition, “ That there is satisfactory' evidence that many 
professing to be original witnesses of the Christian miracles passed 
their lives in labours, dangers, and sufferings, voluntarily under-
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gone in attestation of the accounts which they delivered, and 
solely in consequence of their belief of these accounts; and that 
they also submitted, from the same motives, to new rules of 
conduct,” is made by Paley the argument of the first nine 
chapters of his work, as the converse of the proposition, that 
similar attestation of other miracles cannot be produced, is of the 
following two. This shows the importance which he attaches to 
the point; but, notwithstanding, even if he could substantiate this 
statement, the cause of miracles would not be one whit advanced.

We have freely quoted these arguments in order to illustrate 
the real position of miracles; and no one who has seriously 
considered the matter can doubt the necessity for very extra
ordinary evidence, even to render the report' of such phenomena 
worthy of a moment’s attention. The argument for miracles, 
however, has hitherto proceeded upon the merest assumption, and, 
as we shall further see, the utmost that they can do who support 
miracles, under the fatal disadvantage of being contradictory to 
uniform experience, is to refer to the alleged contemporaneous 
nature of the evidence for their occurrence, and to the character 
of the supposed witnesses. Mill has ably shown the serious 
misapprehension of so many writers against Hume’s Essay on 
Miracles which has led them to what he calls “ the extraordinary 
conclusion that nothing supported by credible testimony ought 
ever to be disbelieved.”1 In regard to historical facts, not contra
dictory to all experience, simple and impartial testimony may be 
sufficient to warrant belief; but even such qualities as these can 
go but a very small way towards establishing the reality of an 
occurrence which is opposed to complete induction.3 It is 
admitted that the evidence requisite to establish the reality of a 
supernatural Divine revelation of doctrines beyond human reason, 
and comprising in its very essence such stupendous miracles as 
the Incarnation, Resurrection, and Ascension, must be miraculous. 
The evidence for the miraculous evidence, which is scarcely less 
astounding than the contents of the revelation itself, must, 
logically, be miraculous also, for it is not a whit more easy to 
prove the reality of an evidential miracle than of a dogmatic 
miracle. It is evident that the resurrection of Lazarus, for instance, 
is as contradictory to complete induction as the resurrection of 
Jesus. Both the supernatural religion, therefore, and its super
natural evidence labour under the fatal disability of being 
antecedently incredible.

1 Mill, Logic, ii., pp. 173, 175. 3 Cf. Mill, Logic, ii., p. 168.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE AGE OF MIRACLES

L e t  us now, however, proceed to examine the evidence for the 
reality of miracles, and to inquire whether they are supported by 
such an amount of testimony as can in any degree outweigh the 
reasons which, antecedently, seem to render them incredible. It 
is undeniable that belief in the miraculous has gradually been dis
pelled, and that, as a general rule, the only miracles which are 
now maintained are limited to brief and distant periods of time. 
Faith in their reality, once so comprehensive, does not, except 
amongst a certain class, extend beyond the miracles of the New 
Testament and a few of those of the Old, and the countless 
myriads of ecclesiastical and other miracles, for centuries devoutly 
and implicitly believed, are now commonly repudiated, and have 
sunk into discredit and contempt. The question is inevitably 
suggested how so much can be abandoned and the remnant still 
be upheld.

As an essential part of our inquiry into the value of the evidence 
for miracles, we must endeavour to ascertain whether those who 
are said to have witnessed the supposed miraculous occurrences 
were either competent to appreciate them aright, or likely to report 
them without exaggeration. For this purpose, we must consider 
what was known of the order of nature in the age in which 
miracles are said to have taken place, and what was the intellectual 
character of the people amongst whom they are reported to have 
been performed. Nothing is more rare, even amongst intelligent 
and cultivated men, than accuracy of observation and correctness 
of report, even in matters of sufficient importance to attract vivid 
attention, and in which there is no special interest unconsciously 
to bias the observer. It will scarcely be denied, however, that in 
persons of fervid imagination, and with a strong natural love of the 
marvellous, whose minds are not only unrestrained by specific 
knowledge, but predisposed by superstition towards false con
clusions, the probability of inaccuracy and exaggeration is 
enormously increased. If we add to this such a disturbing 
element as religious excitement, inaccuracy, exaggeration, and 
extravagance are certain to occur. The effect of even one of 
these influences, religious feeling, in warping the judgment is 
admitted by one of the most uncompromising supporters of

55
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miracles. “ It is doubtless the tendency of religious minds,” says 
Newman, “ to imagine mysteries and wonders where there are 
none; and much more, where causes of awe really exist, will they 
unintentionally misstate, exaggerate, and embellish, when they 
set themselves to relate what they have witnessed or have heard 
and he adds : “ And further, the imagination, as is well known, is 
a fruitful cause of apparent miracles.”1 We need not offer any 
evidence that the miracles which we have to examine were 
witnessed and reported by persons exposed to the effects of the 
strongest possible religious feeling and excitement, and our atten
tion may, therefore, be more freely directed to the inquiry' how far 
this influence was modified by other circumstances. Did the 
Jews at the time of Jesus possess such calmness of judgment and 
sobriety of imagination as to inspire us with any confidence in 
accounts of marvellous occurrences, unwitnessed except by them, 
and limited to their time, which contradict all knowledge and all 
experience ? Were their minds sufficiently enlightened and free 
from superstition to warrant our attaching weight to their report of 
events of such an astounding nature ? and were they themselves 
sufficiently impressed with the exceptional character of any 
apparent supernatural and miraculous interference with the order 
of nature ?

Let an English historian and divine, who will be acknow
ledged as no prejudiced witness, bear testimony upon some of 
these points. “ Nor is it less important,” says Dean Milman, 
“ throughout the early history of Christianity, to seize the spirit of 
the times. Events which appear to us so extraordinary that we 
can scarcely conceive that they should either fail in exciting a 
powerful sensation or ever be obliterated from the popular remem
brance, in their own day might pass off as of little more than 
ordinary occurrence. During the whole life of Christ, and the 
early propagation of the religion, it must be borne in mind that 
they took place in an age, and among a people, which superstition 
had made so familiar with what were supposed to be preternatural 
events that wonders awakened no emotion, or were speedily 
superseded by some new demand on the ever-ready belief. The 
Jews of that period not only believed that the Supreme Being had 
the power of controlling the course of nature, but that the same 
influence was possessed by multitudes of subordinate spirits, both 
good and evil. Where the pious Christian of the present day 
would behold the direct agency of the Almighty, the Jews would

1 J. H. Newman, Two Essays on Scripture Miracles and on Ecclesiastical, 
1870, p. 171. This passage occurs in a reply to the argument against admitting 
ecclesiastical miracles as a whole, or against admitting certain of them, that 
certain others arc rejected on all hands as fictitious or pretended.
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invariably have interposed an angel as the author or ministerial 
agent in the wonderful transaction. Where the Christian moralist 
would condemn the fierce passion, the ungovernable lust, or the 
inhuman temper, the Jew discerned the workings of diabolical 
possession. Scarcely a malady was endured, or crime committed, 
which was not traced to the operation of one of these myriad 
daemons, who watched every opportunity of exercising their malice 
in the sufferings and the sins of men.”1

Another English divine, of certainly not less orthodoxy, but of 
much greater knowledge of Hebrew literature, bears similar 
testimony regarding the Jewish nation at the same period. “ Not 
to be more tedious, therefore, in this matter ” (regarding the Bath 
Kol, a Jewish superstition), “ let two things only be observed: 
(t) That the nation, under the second Temple, was given to 
magical arts beyond measure; and (2) That it was given to an 
easiness of believing all manner of delusions beyond measure.”' 
And in another place: “ It is a disputable case, whether the 
Jewish nation were more mad with superstition in matters of 
religion, or with superstition in curious arts :—(1) There was not a 
people upon earth that studied or attributed more to dreams than 
they. (2) There was hardly any people in the whole world that 
more used, or were more fond of, amulets, charms, mutterings, 
exorcisms, and all kinds of enchantments. We might here produce 
innumerable instances.”3 We shall presently see that these state
ments are far from being exaggerated.

No reader of the Old Testament* can fail to have been struck 
by the singularly credulous fickleness of the Jewish mind. 
Although claiming the title of the specially selected people of 
Jehovah, the Israelites exhibited a constant and inveterate 
tendency to forsake his service for the worship of other gods. The 
mighty “ signs and wonders” which God is represented as 
incessantly working on their behalf, and in their sight, had 
apparently no effect upon them. The miraculous even then had, 
as it would seem, already lost all novelty, and ceased, according to 
the records, to excite more than mere passing astonishment. The 
leaders and prophets of Israel had a perpetual struggle to restrain

1 H istory o f Christianity, by H. II. Milman, D .D ., Dean of St. Paul’s ;  
Murray, 1867, i.t p. 84 f.

1 John Light foot, D .D ., Master of Catherine Hall, Cambridge. Horn 
Hebraica et Talmudica, Works (ed. Pitman), xi., p. 81, cf. p. 170.

3 16., xi., p. 299 f. Cf. Schocttgen, Hone Hebraic,cet Talmudic,e, 1733, p. 
4 7 4 *

4 We do not, of course, touch here upon the results of critical examination of 
the writings of the Old Testament, although these completely confirm the 
results of tnis work, but simply refer to points which bear upon our argument in 
the common view.
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the people from “ following after ” heathen deities, and whilst the 
burden of the prophets is one long denunciation of the idolatry 
into which the nation was incessantly falling, the verdict o f 
the historical books upon the several kings and rulers of Israel 
proves how common it was, and how rare even the nominal 
service of Jehovah. At the best, the mind of the Jewish nation, 
only after long and slow progression, attained the idea of a perfect 
monotheism, but added to the belief in Jehovah the recognition 
of a host of other gods, over whom it merely gave him supremacy.1 
This is apparent even in the first commandment: “ Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me ” ; and the necessity for such a law 
received its illustration from a people who are represented as 
actually worshipping the golden calf, made for them by the com
plaisant Aaron, during the very time that the great Decalogue was 
being written on the Mount by his colleague Moses.2 It is not, 
therefore, to be wondered at that at a later period, and through
out patristic days, the gods of the Greeks and other heathen 
nations were so far gently treated that, although repudiated 
as deities, they were recognised as demons. In the Septuagint 
version of the Old Testament, where “ idols ” are spoken of in the 
Hebrew, the word is sometimes translated “ demons ” ; as, for 
instance, Psalm xcvi. 5 is rendered: “ For all the gods of the 
nations are demons.”3 The same superstition is quite as clearly 
expressed in the New Testament. The Apostle Paul, for instance, 
speaking of things sacrificed to idols, says : “ But (I say) that the 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and 
not to G od; and I would not that ye should be partakers with 
demons. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
demons ; ye cannot partake of the Lord’s table, and of the table 
of demons.”4

The apocryphal Book of Tobit affords some illustration of the 
opinions of the more enlightened Jews during the last century

1 This is unconsciously expressed throughout the Bible in such passages as 
Deut. x. 17 : “ For the Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord oflords, a 
great God, a mighty and a terrible,” etc. (cf. Joshua xxii. 22, Deut. xi. 28, 
xii. 2 ff., Ps. lxxxix. 6, 7, and a host of other passages).

2 An admirable inquiry into the religion of the Jewish nation is to be found 
in Dr. A. Kuenen’s very able work, De Godsdienst van Is ra il, Haarlem. 
Eerste deel, 1869 ; tweede deel, 1870.

3 "On irirret ol dtol r w  idvCsv Scufiirta (Ps. xcv. 5, Sept.). This is not to 
be wondered at, when in so many other passages the Israelites are repre
sented in the Hebrew as sacrificing to devils when they worshipped other 
gods: cf. Levit. xvii. 7 ; Deut. xxxti. 17 ; Ps. cvi. (Sept, cv.) 37. In Isaiah 
Ixv. 11 the words translated in the English version “ that prepare a table for 
that troop” are referred to demons in the Septuagint: xal Iro tn ifa m t nj> 
Satfiorli/) Tpdrfftw. In Ps. xcvii. 7 the word translated “ gods” in the English 
version becomes iyytXoi atfrov in the Sept. (xcvi. 7).

4 1 Cor. x. 20.
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before the commencement of the Christian era.1 The angel 
Raphael prescribes, as an infallible means of driving a demon out 
of man or woman so effectually that it should never more come 
back, fumigation with the heart and liver of a fish.2 By this 
exorcism the demon Asmodeus, who, from love of Sara, the 
daughter of Raguel, has strangled seven husbands who attempted 
to marry her,3 is overcome, and flies into “ the uttermost parts of 
Egypt,” where the angel binds him.* The belief in demons, and 
in the necessity of exorcism, is so complete that the author sees 
no incongruity in describing the angel Raphael, who has been 
sent, in answer to prayer, specially to help him, as instructing 
Tobias to adopt such means of subjecting demons. Raphael is 
described in this book as the angel of healing,s the office generally 
assigned to him by the Fathers. He is also represented as saying 
of himself that he is one of the seven holy angels which present 
the prayers of the saints to God.6

There are many curious particulars regarding angels and demons 
in the Book of Enoch. This work, which is quoted by the author 
of the Epistle of Jude,7 and by some of the Fathers, as inspired 
Scripture, was supposed by Tertullian to have survived the 
universal deluge, or to have been afterwards transmitted by means 
of Noah, the great-grandson of the author Enoch.8 It may be 
assigned to about a century before Christ, but additions were 
made to the text, and more especially to its angelology, extending 
probably to after the commencement of our era. It undoubtedly 
represents views popularly prevailing about the epoch in which 
we are interested. The author not only relates the fall of the 
angels through love for the daughters of men, but gives the names 
of twenty-one of them and of their leaders; of whom Jequn was 
he who seduced the holy angels, and Ashbeel it was who gave 
them evil counsel and corrupted them.? A third, Gadreel,10 was 
he who seduced Eve. He also taught to the children of men the 
use and manufacture of all murderous weapons, of coats of mail, 
shields, swords, and of all the implements of death. Another 
evil angel, named PSnSmud, taught them many mysteries of

■ There is much discussion as to the date of this book. It is variously 
ascribed to periods ranging from two centuries B.c., and even earlier, to one 
century after Christ.

2 Tobit, vi. 7. 3 lb ., iii. 7 f. ; vi. 14. 4 lb ., viii. 2 f.
5 lb ., iii. 17.
4 lb .,  xii. 15. Origen also states that the archangel Michael presents the 

prayers of the saints to God (Horn. xiv. in Hum., Opp. ii., p. 323).
7 v. 14 f.
8 Tertullian, Dc Cultufem., i. 3. 9 Cap. lxix. i. flf., cf. vi.

10 In the extract preserved by George Syncellus in his Cbrcnography (p. 11) 
the angel who taught the use of weapons of war, etc., is called Aza:l or 
Azalzel.

Digitized by C x O O Q l e



6o SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

wisdom. He instructed men in the art of writing with paper 
(xaprrjs) and ink, by means of which, the author remarks, 
many fall into sin even to the present day. Kaodeji, another 
evil angel, taught the human race all the wicked practices of 
spirits and demons,1 and also magic and exorcism.2 The offspring 
of the fallen angels and of the daughters of men were giants, 
whose height was 3,000 ells of these are the demons working 
evil upon earth.* Azazel taught men various arts : the making 
of bracelets and ornaments; the use of cosmetics, the way to 
beautify the eyebrows; precious stones, and all dye-stuffs and 
metals; whilst other wicked angels instructed them in all kinds of 
pernicious knowledge.* The elements and all the phenomena of 
nature are controlled and produced by the agency of angels. 
Uriel is the angel of thunder and earthquakes; Raphael, of the 
spirits of men ; Raguel is the angel who executes vengeance on 
the world and the stars; Michael is set over the best of mankind—  
i.e., over the people of Israel ;6 Saraq&el, over the souls of the 
children of men who are misled by the spirits of sin ; and Gabriel 
is over serpents and over Paradise, and over the Cherubim. 1 
Enoch is shown the mystery of all the operations of nature and 
the action of the elements, and he describes the spirits which 
guide them and control the thunder and lightning and the winds ; 
the spirit of the seas, who curbs them with his might, or tosses 
them forth and scatters them through the mountains of the earth ; 
the spirit of hoar frost, and the spirit of hail, and the spirit of 
snow. There are, in fact, special spirits set over every phenomenon 
of nature—frost, thaw, mist, rain, light, and so on.8 The heavens 
and the earth are filled with spirits. Raphael is the angel set 
over all the diseases and wounds of mankind, Gabriel over all 
powers, and Fanuel over the penitence and the hope of those 
who inherit eternal life.® The decree for the destruction of the 
human race goes forth from the presence of the Lord because 
men know all the mysteries of the angels, all the evil works of 
Satan, and all the secret might and power of those who practise 
the art of magic, and the power of conjuring and such arts.10 The 
stars are represented as animated beings. Enoch sees seven 
stars bound together in space like great mountains, and flaming 
as with fire; and he inquires of the angel who leads him, on 
account of what sin they are so bound? Uriel informs him that 
they are stars which have transgressed the commands of the

1 Enoch, c. lxix. 2 C. vii.
3 C. vii. 2: one MS. has 300. 4 C. xv.
6 Cf. Daniel x. 13, 21 ; xii. 1. 1 C. xx.
8 Enoch, c. lx. 12 ff., cf. xli. xxxiv.
9 C. xl. 9 f., cf. xxxix. *° C. lxv. 6 ff.

* C. viii.
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Highest God, and they are thus bound until ten thousand worlds, 
the number of the days of their transgression, shall be accomplished.1 
The belief that sun, moon, and stars were living entities possessed 
of souls was generally held by the Jews at the beginning of our 
era, along with Greek philosophers, and we shall presently see 
it expressed by the Fathers. Philo Judaeus considers the stars 
spiritual beings full of virtue and perfection,3 and that to them is 
granted lordship over other heavenly bodies, not absolute, but as 
viceroys under the Supreme Being.3 We find a similar view 
regarding the nature of the stars expressed in the Apocalypse,♦ 
and it constantly appears in the Talmud and Targums. An 
angel of the sun and moon is described in the Ascensio Isaiah 

We are able to obtain a full and minute conception of the 
belief regarding angels and demons and their influence over 
cosmical phenomena, as well as of other superstitions current 
amongst the Jews at the time of Jesus, from the Talmud, 
Targums, and other Rabbinical sources. We cannot, however, 
do more, here, than merely glance at these voluminous materials. 
The angels are perfectly pure spirits, without sin, and not visible 
to mortal eyes. When they come down to earth on any mission, 
they are clad in light and veiled in air. If, however, they remain 
longer than seven days on earth, they become so clogged with the 
earthly matter in which they have been immersed that they cannot 
again ascend to the upper heavens.6 Their multitude is innumer
able,7 and new angels are every day created, who in succession 
praise God and make way for others.8 The expression, “ host of 
heaven,” is a common one in the Old Testament, and the idea 
was developed into a heavenly army. The first Gospel represents 
Jesus as speaking of “ more than twelve legions of angels.”» 
Every angel has one particular duty to perform, and no more; 
thus of the three angels who appeared to Abraham, one was sent 
to announce that Sarah should have a son, the second to rescue 
Lot, and the third to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.10 The

' C. xxi., cf. xviii. 13 f.
3 De Mundo opificio, § 48; De Gigantibus, § 2, cf. De Somniis, i., § 4 f., § 22. 
3 De Monorchia, i., § 1. 4 Rev. i. 20, iii. I, iv. 5, ix. I, etc.
5 C. iv. 18. This work referred to by Origen (Ep. ad Africanum), 

Epiphanius (Herr. xl. 2, lxvii. 3), Jerome (in Esaice, lxiv. 4), and others 
(cf. Fabricius, Cod. Vet. Test., i., p. 1086 If.), as ’A»a/3<m<c<$v 'Htratov, is dated 
variously from the middle of the first to the beginning of the third century. 
The work, long lost, was discovered and published by Lawrence, in 1819.

6 Sohar, Genesis, p. 124, p. 266 ; Pirke Elieser, xlvi. ; Eisenmenger, Entd. 
J u d . , ii., p. 387 f. ; Gfforer, Das Jahrh. d. Heils, i., p. 366.

7 Hieros. Targ. Exod., xii. 12, xxxiii. 23; Deut. xxxiv. 5, etc., etc.
* Chagigah Bab., p. 14, I, 2 ;  Eisenmenger, ib., ii., p. 371 ff.
» Matt. xxvi. 53.

10 Hieros. Targ. Genes., xvii. 2 ; Gfrorer, ib., i., p. 363 f.
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angels serve God in the administration of the universe, and to 
special angels are assigned the different parts of nature. “ There 
is not a thing in the world, not even a little herb, over which 
there is not an angel set, and everything happens according to the 
command of these appointed angels.”1 It will be remembered 
that the agency of angels is frequently introduced in the Old 
Testament, and still more so in the Septuagint version, by altera
tions of the text. One notable case of such agency may be 
referred to, where the pestilence which is sent to punish David for 
numbering the people is said to be caused by an angel, whom 
David even sees. The Lord is represented as repenting of the 
evil, when the angel was stretching forth his hand against 
Jerusalem, and bidding him stay his hand after the angel had 
destroyed seventy thousand men by the pestilence.2 This theory' 
of disease has prevailed until comparatively recent times. The 
names of many of the superintending angels are given—as, for 
instance : Jehuel is set over fire, Michael over water, Jechiel over 
wild beasts, and Anpiel over birds. Over cattle Hariel is 
appointed, and Samniel over created things moving in the waters, 
and over the face of the earth; Messannahel over reptiles, Deliel 
over fish. Ruchiel is set over the winds, Gabriel over thunder 
and also over fire, and over the ripening of fruit; Nuriel over hail, 
Makturiel over rocks, Alpiel over fruit-bearing trees, Saroel over 
those which do not bear fruit, and Sandalfon over the human 
race ; and under each of these there are subordinate angels. 3 It 
was believed that there were two angels of Death, one for those 
who died out of the land of Israel, who was an evil angel, called 
Samael (and at other times Satan, Asmodeus, etc.), and the other, 
who presided over the dead of the land of Israel, the holy angel 
Gabriel; and under these there was a host of evil spirits 
and angels.'* We shall presently see how general this belief 
regarding angels was amongst the Fathers, but it is also expressed 
in the New Testament. In the Apocalypse there appears an angel 
who has power over fire,5 and in another place four angels have 
power to hurt the earth and the sea.6 The angels were likewise

' Jalkut Chadasch, p. 147, 3 ; Eisenmenger, id., ii., p. 376 ff. : Gfrorer, id., i.,
P- 369-

3 2 Sam. xxiv. 15 f.
5 Berith Minucha, p. 37, 1 ; cf. Tract Pesaehim, p. 118, 1 ,2 :  Sanhedrin, 

95, 2 ; Eisenmenger, id., ii., p. 378 f f ; Gfrorer, id., i., p. 369. The Targum 
upon I Kings xix. U , 12, reads: “ A host of the angels of the wind, a host 
of the angels of commotion, a host of the angels of fire ; and after the host of 
the angels of fire, the voice of the silent singers.” Lightfoot, Hone Hed. et. 
Ta/m., Works, xii., p. 35.

* Bava M ed a, 36, I ; Snccah, 53, I ; Bava Bathra, 16, I : Eisenmenger, 
id., i., p. 821 f., p. 854 ff. ; Lightfoot, id., xii., p. 428, p. 507 f. : Schoettgen, 
Hone Hed et Ta/m., p. 935.

5 C. xiv. 18. 6 C. vii. 2, cf. ix. 11 ; xix. 17.
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the instructors of men, and communicated knowledge to the 
Patriarchs. The angel Gabriel taught Joseph the seventy 
languages of the earth.' It appears, however, that there was 
one language—the Syriac—which the angels do not understand, 
and for this reason men were not permitted to pray for things 
needful in that tongue.2 Angels are appointed as princes over the 
seventy nations of the world ; but the Jews consider the angels set 
over Gentile nations merely demons.3 The Septuagint translation 
of Deuteronomy xxxii. 8 introduces the statement into the Old 
Testament. Instead of the Most High, when he divided to the 
nations their inheritance, setting the bounds of the people 
“ according to the number of the children of Israel,” the passage 
becomes, “ according to the number of the angels of God ” 
(<cara dpid/ibv ayyiktav 6tov). The number of the nations was 
fixed at seventy, the number of the souls who went down into 
Egypt.-* The Jerusalem Targum on Genesis xi. 7, 8, reads as 
follows : “ God spake to the seventy angels which stand before 
him : Come, let us go down and confound their language that they 
may not understand each other. And the word of the Lord 
appeared there (at Babel), with the seventy angels, according to the 
seventy nations, and each had the language of the people which 
was allotted to him, and the record of the writing in his hand, and 
scattered the nations from thence over the whole earth in seventy 
languages, so that the one did not understand what the other 
said.”5 Michael was the angel of the people of Israel,6 and he is 
always set in the highest place amongst the angels, and often 
called the High Priest of Heaven.? It was believed that the 
angels of the nations fought in heaven when their allotted peoples 
made war on earth. We see an allusion to this in the Book of 
Daniel,8 and in the Apocalypse there is “ war in heaven ; Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon ; and the dragon fought 
and his angels.”9 The Jews of the time of Jesus not only held 
that there were angels set over the nations, but also that each

1 Trait, Sotah, 33, I ; Gfrorer, ib., i., p 366 f f ; Eisenmenger, ib., ii., p. 365, 
P- 3 7 4  f-

2 Beracoth, c. 2; Bab. Scliabbatli, 12, 2; Sotah, 33, 1 ; I.ightfoot, ib., xi., 
p. 22 ; Eisenmenger, ib., i., p. 675 f. ; ii., p. 392 f.

3 Eisenmenger, ib., i., p. 805 ff., p. 816 f.
4 Gen. xlvi. 27, Exod. 1. 5, Deut. x. 22. Seventy disciples were, therefore, 

chosen to preach the Gospel, Luke x. 1 f. Of course, we need not here speak 
of the import of this number.

5 Cf. Pirke E/ieser, xxiv. ; Gfrorer, ib., i., p. 370 f. ; Eisenmenger, ib. , i.,
p. 810. 6 Cf. Daniel x. 21.

* Bab. Menacoth, n o , 1 ; Beracoth, 4, 2 ; Sohar, Gents., fol. 17, col. 66; 
Thosaphtah Chol/in, ii. 6 :  Jalkut Rubeni, 80, I, 92, 4 ;  Sevachim, 62, I ; 
Gfrorer, ib., i., p. 371 f. ; Schoettgen, ib., p. 1219 ff.

8 X. 10 ff., and more especially verse 13. 9 C. xii. 7.
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individual had a guardian angel.1 This belief appears in several 
places in the New Testament. For instance, Jesus is represented 
as saying of the children : “ For I say unto you that their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.”1 
Again, in the Acts of the Apostles, when Peter is delivered from 
prison by an angel and comes to the house of his friend, they will 
not believe the maid who had opened the gate and seen him, but 
say : “ It is his angel ” (6 ayycAos avrov «rriv).3 The passage 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews will likewise be remembered where 
it is said of the angels : “ Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
forth for ministry on account of them who shall be heirs of 
salvation.”* There was at the same time a singular belief that 
when any person went into the private closet the guardian angel 
remained at the door till he came out again, and in the Talmud a 
prayer is given for strength and help under the circumstances, and 
that the guardian angel may wait while the person is there. The 
reason why the angel does not enter is that such places are 
haunted by demons.5

The belief in demons at the time of Jesus was equally emphatic 
and comprehensive, and we need scarcely mention that the New 
Testament is full of references to them.6 They are in the air, on 
earth, in the bodies of men and animals, and even at the bottom 
of the sea.7 They are the offspring of the fallen angels who loved 
the daughters of men.8 They have wings like the angels, and can 
fly from one end of heaven to another; they obtain a knowledge 
of the future, like the angels, by listening behind the veil of the 
Temple of God in heaven.9 Their number is infinite. The earth 
is so full of them that if man had power to see he could not exist 
on account of them ; there are more demons than men, and they 
are about as close as the earth thrown up out of a newly-made 
grave.10 It is stated that each man has 10,000 demons at his right 
hand and i,ooo on his left, and the passage continues : “ The 
crush on the Sabbath in the synagogue arises from them, also the

1 Hieros. Targ. Genes., xxxiii. IO, xlviii. 16. a Matt, xviii. io.
3 Acts xii. 15. * Heb. i. 14.
5 Hieros Beracoth, ix. 5 ; Bab. Beracoth, 60, I ; Gittin , 70, I ; Eisenmenger, 

Gfrorer, id., i., p. 374 f. ; Molse Schwab, T ra itt des B erai-

l tuning uvci uie synoptic Gospels, in which references to demons abound, 
cf. 1 Cor. x. 20, 21 ; James ii. 19 j 1 Tim. iv. 1 ; Eph. ii. 2, cf. iv. 12 ; Rev. 
ix. 20, xvi. 14, xviii. 2.

7 Eisenmenger, ib., ii., p. 437 f.
8 Ib., i., p. 380 f.
9 Bab. Chagigah, 16, 1 ; Schoettgen, ib., p. 1049; Eisenmenger, ib., ii., 

P- 4*5-
"° Beracoth, 6, I; Sohar, Genes., p. 171 ; ib., Numbers, p. 291; Eisenmenger, 

ib., ii., p. 446, p. 461 f.; Moise Schwab, T raiti des Berakhoth, 1871, p. 239.
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dresses of the Rabbins become so soon old and torn through 
their rubbing; in like manner they cause the tottering of the feet. 
He who wishes to discover these spirits must take sifted ashes 
and strew them about his bed, and in the morning he will perceive 
their footprints upon them like a cock’s tread. If anyone wish to 
see them, he must take the afterbirth of a black cat which has 
been littered by a first-born black cat, whose mother was also a 
first-birth, bum and reduce it to powder, and put some of it in his 
eyes, and he will see them.”1 Sometimes demons assume the form 
of a goat. Evil spirits fly chiefly during the darkness, for they are 
children of night.2 For this reason the Talmud states that men 
are forbidden to greet anyone by night, lest it might be a devil,3 or 
to go out alone even by day, but much more by night, into solitary 
places.* It was likewise forbidden for any man to sleep alone in a 
house, because anyone so doing would be seized by the she-devil 
Lilith and die.* Further, no man should drink water by night on 
account of the demon Schafriri, the angel of blindness.6 An evil 
spirit descended on anyone going into a cemetery by night.? A 
necromancer is defined as one who fasts and lodges at night 
amongst tombs, in order that the evil spirit may come upon him.8 
Demons, however, take more especial delight in foul and 
offensive places, and an evil spirit inhabits every private closet in 
the world.9 Demons haunt deserted places, ruins, graves, and 
certain kinds of trees.10 We find indications of these superstitions 
throughout the Gospels. The possessed are represented as 
dwelling among the tombs and being driven by the unclean spirits 
into the wilderness, and the demons can find no rest in clean 
places." Demons also frequented springs and fountains.12 The

' Bab. Beracoth, 6, I. In the Tract. Gittin  (68, 2) of the Talmud, Asmo- 
deus is represented as coming to Solomon’s wives by night with slippers on to 
conceal his cock’s feet. Eisenmenger, id., i., p. 356, p. 424 f. ; ii., p. 445; 
Gfrorer, lb. , i., pp. 407, 409; Motse Schwab, T rain  des Berakhoth, 1871, p. 
? 39  f-

2 Sahar, Exod., f. 67, col 267 ; Schoettgen, ib. , p. 316; cf. Ephes. vi. 12.
3 Sanhedrin, 44, I ; Afegillah, 3, I ; Gfrorer, ib., i., p. 408 ; Eisenmenger, 

ib., ii., p. 452.
* Sohar, Genes., 387 ; Eisenmenger, ib., ii., p. 451 f.
5 Schabbalh, 151, 2.
6 Pesachim, 112, I ; Avoda Sarah, 12, 2 ; Eisenmenger, ib., i., p. 426 f. ; 

ii., p. 452.
7 Chagigah, 3, 2 ; Trumoth, 40, 2 ; Hava Bathra, too, 2 ; Bab. San

hedrin, 65, 2 ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., pp. 160, 170, xii., pp. 134, 349 ; Gfrorer, ib. ,
P- 408.
* Bab. Sanhedrin, 65, 2 ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 170 ; xii., p. 134 f.
9 Bab. Schabbalh, 67, I; Bab. Bcracoth, 62, 1; Eisenmenger, ib. , ii., p. 449 f. 

Schwab, T rain  des Berakhoth, p. 495 f.
Bab. Beracoth, 3, 1 ; Pesachim, iii. 2 ; Targ. Micros. Deut. xxx. to j 

Schwab, ib ., p. 227.
" Matt. viii. 28, xii. 43 ; Mark v. 3, 5 ; Luke viii. 27, 29, xi. 24 f.
12 Vajicra Rabba, § 24 ; Lightfoot, ib., xii., p. 282.

V
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episode of the angel who was said to descend at certain seasons 
and trouble the water of the pool of Bethesda, so that he who 
first stepped in was cured of whatever disease he had, may be 
mentioned here in passing, although the passage is not found in 
some of the older MSS. of the fourth Gospel,1 and it is argued by 
some that it is a later interpolation. There were demons who 
hurt those who did not wash their hands before meat. “ Shibta 
is an evil spirit which sits upon men’s hands in the night, and if 
any touch his food with unwashen hands that spirit sits upon that 
food, and there is danger from it.”’ The demon Asmodeus is 
frequently called the king of the devils,3 and it was believed that 
he tempted people to apostatise ; he it was who enticed Noah into 
his drunkenness, and led Solomon into sin.'* He is represented as 
alternately ascending to study in the school of the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and descending to study in the school of the earth.s 
The injury of the human race in every possible way was believed 
to be the chief delight of evil spirits. The Talmud and other 
Rabbinical writings are full of references to demoniacal possession ; 
but we need not enter into details upon this point, as the New 
Testament itself presents sufficient evidence regarding it. Not 
only one evil spirit could enter into a body, but many took 
possession of the same individual. There are many instances 
mentioned in the Gospels, such as Mary Magdalene, “ out of whom 
went seven demons ” (Saqaovta orra),6 and the man whose 
name was Legion, because “ many demons ” (Saifiovia rroAAd) 
were entered into him.’ Demons likewise entered into the bodies 
of animals, and in the narrative to which we have just referred 
the demons, on being expelled from the man, request that they 
may be allowed to enter into the herd of swine, which, being per
mitted, “ the demons went out of the man into the swine, and the 
herd ran violently down the cliff into the lake, and were drowned,”8

' John v. 3, 4. The authenticity is fully discussed in S. A’., complete ed., 
vol. ii., p. 420 f.

1 Alali. Taanith, 20, 2 ; Sohar, Hcrcschith ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 215.
3 Gittin, 68, 1. 4 Lightfoot, i t . ,  xii., p. i n .
5 Gittin , 68, I ; Kisenmenger, ib., i . ,p .  351. Schoettgen, ib., p. 1233, 

§ iv. Schoettgen gives minute details from the Talmud, etc., regarding 
the Academia Celestis, its constitution, and the questions discussed in it, 
pp. 1230-1236. The representation of Satan in the book of Job will not lie 
forgotten.

8 Luke viii. 2 ; cf. Mark xvi. 9.
1 Luke viii. 30 ff. The name Legion does not only express a great number, 

but to the word was attached the idea of an unclean company, for a Legion 
passing from place to place and entering a house rendered it “ unclean.” The 
reason was: “ For there is no legion which hath not some carcaphelion ” 
(KapaKc<f>a\ij); that is to say, the skin of the head pulled off from a dead person 
and used for enchantments. (Cf. Chollin, 1231 ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 394.)

“ Luke viii. 33.
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the evil spirits, as usual, taking pleasure only in the destruction and 
injury of man and beast. Besides “ possession,” all the diseases 
of men and animals were ascribed to the action of the devil and 
of demons.1 In the Gospels, for instance, the woman with a 
spirit of infirmity, who was bowed together and could not lift 
herself up, is described as “ bound by Satan,” although the case 
was not one of demoniacal possession.2

As might be expected from the universality of the belief in 
demons and their influence over the human race, the Jews at the 
time of Jesus occupied themselves much with the means of 
conjuring them. “ There was hardly any people in the whole 
world,” we have already heard from a great Hebrew scholar, “ that 
more used, or were more fond of, amulets, charms, inutterings, 
exorcisms, and all kinds of enchantments."3 Schoettgen bears 
similar testimony : “ Cceterum judceos magicis artibus admodum 
deditos esse, notissimum e s t All competent scholars are agreed 
upon this point, and the Talmud and Rabbinical writings are full 
of it. The exceeding prevalence of such arts alone proves the 
existence of the grossest ignorance and superstition. There are 
elaborate rules in the Talmud with regard to dreams, both as to 
how they are to be obtained and how interpreted.s Fasts were
enjoined in order to secure good dreams, and these fasts were not 
only observed by the ignorant, but also by the principal Rabbins, 
and they were permitted even on the Sabbath, which was unlawful 
in other cases.6 Indeed, the interpretation of dreams became a 
public profession.? It would be impossible within our limits to 
convey an adequate idea of the general superstition prevalent 
amongst Jews regarding things and actions lucky and unlucky, or 
the minute particulars in regard to every common act prescribed 
for safety against demons and evil influences of all kinds. Nothing 
was considered indifferent or too trifling, and the danger from the 
most trivial movements or omissions to which men were supposed 
to be exposed from the malignity of evil spirits was believed to be

1 Bab. Joma, 83, 2 ; Bab. Gittin, 67, 2 ; Hieros. Schabbath, 14, 3 ; 
Mischna, Gittin, vii. 1 ; Gemara, 67, 2 ; Sohar, Genes., 42 ; Gfrorer, ib., i., 
p. 411 f. Eiscnmenger, ib., ii., p. 454; Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 237 f., xii., p. 134 f. 
Shibta, whom we have already met with, was said to take hold of the necks of 
infants, and to dry up and contract their nerves. Aruch, in Shibta ; Lightfoot, 
ib., x i., p. 237.

2 Luke xiii. 11 ff.; cf. Mark ix. 25 ; Matt. xii. 22, ix. 32 ; Luke xi. 14.
3 Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 208.
4 Hcrrte Hcbr. et Talm., p. 474 ; cf. Edzard, Avoda Sarah, ii., pp. 311-356 ; 

Gfrorer, ib., i., p. 143.
3 Bab. Beraeolh, 56 ff. ; Schwab, T raiti des Berakhoth, p. 457 ff.
6 Bab. Schabbath, II, I ; Beracoth, 14, 1 ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 299 f., 

p. 163.
? Bab. Beracoth, 55, 2, 56, I ; Maasar Sheni, 52, 2, 3 ; Lightfoot, ib., xi., 

p. 300 ; Schwab, T ra iti des Berakhoth, p. 457 ff.
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great.1 Amulets, consisting of roots, or pieces of paper with 
charms written upon them, were hung round the neck of the sick 
and considered efficacious for their cure. Charms, mutterings, 
and spells were commonly said over wounds, against unlucky 
meetings, to make people sleep, to heal diseases, and to avert en
chantments.2 The Talmud gives forms of enchantments against 
mad dogs, for instance, against the demon of blindness, and the 
like, as well as formulas for averting the evil eye, and mutterings 
over diseases.3 So common was the practice of sorcery and 
magic that the Talmud enjoins “ that the senior who is chosen into 
the council ought to be skilled in the arts of astrologers, jugglers, 
diviners, sorcerers, etc., that he may be able to judge of those 
who are guilty of the same.”'* Numerous cases are recorded of 
persons destroyed by means of sorcery.5 The Jewish women
were particularly addicted to sorcery and, indeed, the Talmud 
declares that they had generally fallen into it.6 The New Testa
ment bears abundant testimony to the prevalence of magic and 
exorcism at the time at which its books were written. In the 
Gospels, Jesus is represented as arguing with the pharisees, who 
accuse him of casting out devils by Beelzebub, the prince of the 
devils : “ If I by Beelzebub cast out the demons (ra Bai/iovia), 
by whom do your sons cast them out ? Therefore, let them be 
your judges.”?

The thoroughness and universality of the Jewish popular belief 
in demons and evil spirits and in the power of magic is exhibited 
in the ascription to Solomon, the monarch in whom the greatness 
and glory of the nation attained its culminating point, of the 
character of the powerful magician. The most effectual forms of 
invocation and exorcism and the most potent spells of magic were 
said to have been composed by him, and thus the grossest super
stition of the nation acquired the sanction of their wisest king. 
Rabbinical writings are never weary of enlarging upon the magical 
power and knowledge of Solomon. He was represented as not 
only king of the whole earth, but also as reigning over devils and 
evil spirits, and having the power of expelling them from the 
bodies of men and animals, and also of delivering people to them.8

1 Sec, for instance, Bab. Berakhoth, 51, I ; Schwab, T ra iti (Us Berakhoth, 
p. 433 f. 2 Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 301 f.

3 See references, Lightfoot, ih., xi., p. 301 ; Bab. Bcracoth, 57, 2, etc. ; 
Schwab, ib., p. 302, p. 456 f., etc., etc.

4 Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 301.
s Hicros. Schab., 14, 3 ; Sanhedr., 18, 3 : Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 301 f.
6 Hieros. Sanhedr., 23, 3 ; Bab. Sanhedr., 44, 2 ; Bab. Beraeoth, 53, I ; 

Lightfoot, ib., xi., p. 302 : Gfriirer, ib., i., p. 413 ; Schwab, ib., p. 444.
' 7 Matt. xii. 27 ; cf. Luke xi. 19, ix. 49 ; Mark ix. 38 ; Acts xix. 13 ff.

3 Gittin, 68, 1, 2 ; Succah, 53, I ; Eisenmenger, ib., i., pp. 355, 358 ; ii., 
pp. 416, 440; Lightfoot, ib., xii., p. 428.
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It was, indeed, believed that the two demons Asa and Asael 
taught Solomon all wisdom and all arts.' The Talmud relates 
many instances of his power over evil spirits, and, amongst others, 
how he made them assist in building the Temple. Solomon 
desired to have the help of the worm Schamir in preparing the 
stones for the sacred building, and he conjured up a devil and 
a she-devil to inform him where Schamir was to be found. They 
referred him to Asmodeus, whom the King craftily captured, and 
by whom he was informed that Schamir is under the jurisdiction 
of the Prince of the Seas; and Asmodeus further told him how he 
might be secured. By his means the Temple was built, but, from the 
moment it was destroyed, Schamir for ever disappeared.2 It was 
likewise believed that one of the Chambers of the second Temple 
was built by the magician called Parvah, by means of magic.3 
The Talmud narrates many stories of miracles performed by 
various Rabbins.4

The Jewish historian Josephus informs us that, among other 
gifts, God bestowed upon King Solomon knowledge of the way to 
expel demons, an art which is useful and salutary for mankind. 
He composed incantations by which diseases are cured, and he 
left behind him forms of exorcism by which demons may be so 
effectually expelled that they never return—a method of cure, 
Josephus adds, which is of great efficacy to his own day. He 
himself had seen a countryman of his own, named Eliezer, 
release people possessed of devils in the presence of the Emperor 
Vespasian and his sons, and of his army. He put a ring con
taining one of the roots prescribed by Solomon to the nose of the 
demoniac, and drew the demon out by his nostrils ; and, in the 
name of Solomon, and reciting one of his incantations, he adjured 
it to return no more. In order to demonstrate to the spectators 
that he had the power to cast out devils, Eliezer was accustomed 
to set a vessel full of water a little way off, and he commanded the 
demon as he left the body of the man to overturn it, by which 
means, says Josephus, the skill and wisdom of Solomon were 
made very manifest.5 Jewish Rabbins generally were known as 
powerful exorcisers, practising the art according to the formulae of 
their great monarch. Justin Martyr reproaches his Jewish oppo-

1 Eisenmenger, il>., i., p. 361 f.
2 Gittin, 68, I, 2 ; Sotah, 48, 2 ; Eisenmenger, ib., i . , p. 350 fT. ; Gfriirer, 

it>., i., p. 414 f. ; Buxtorf, I.cxic. Talmud., p. 2455. Moses is also said to have 
ma^e use of Schamir. Fabricius, Cod. Vet. Test., ii., p. 119.

3 Gloss on Middoth, cap. 5, hal. 3 ; Lightfoot, i i . ,  xi., p. 301.
4 Bava Mezia, 59, I, 2 ; Bab. Beracoth, 33, 34, 54, 1 ; Hicros. Sauhedr., 

25, 4 ;  Bab. Taanith, 24 ; Juchas, 20, I ; 56, 2 ; Lightfoot, id., xi., p. 301 f .; 
Eisenmenger, i i . ,  i., 14 f. ; Schwab, i i . ,  p. 358 ff., p. 448 f.

5 A ntiy., viii., 2, § 5.
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nent, Tryphon, with the fact that his countrymen use the same art 
as the Gentiles, and exorcise with fumigations and charms 
(KaraS«r/«n), and he shows the common belief in demoniacal 
influence when he asserts that, while Jewish exorcists cannot 
overcome demons by such means, or even by exorcising them in 
the name of their kings, prophets, or patriarchs, though he 
admits that they might do so if they adjured them in the name of 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, yet Christians at once sub
dued demons by exorcising them in the name of the Son of God.' 
The Jew and the Christian were quite agreed that demons were 
to be exorcised, and merely differed as to the formula of exorcism. 
Josephus gives an account of a root potent against evil spirits. It 
is called Baaras, and is flame-coloured, and in the evening sends 
out flashes like lightning. It is certain death to touch it, except 
under peculiar conditions. One mode of securing it is to dig 
down till the smaller part of the root is exposed, and then to 
attach the root to a dog’s tail. When the dog tries to follow its 
master from the place, and pulls violently, the root is plucked 
up, and may then be safely handled ; but the dog instantly dies, 
as the man would have done had he plucked it up himself. 
When the root is brought to sick people, it at once expels 
demons.2 According to Josephus, demons are the spirits of the 
wicked dead; they enter into the bodies of the living, who die 
unless succour be speedily obtained.^ This theory, however, was 
not general, demons being commonly considered the offspring of 
the fallen angels and of the daughters of men.

The Jewish historian gives a serious account of the preternatural 
portents which warned the Jews of the approaching fall of 
Jerusalem, and he laments the infatuation of the people, who 
disregarded these Divine denunciations. A star in the shape of a 
sword, and also a comet, stood over the doomed city for the space 
of a whole year. Then, at the feast of unleavened bread, before 
the rebellion of the Jews which preceded the war, at the ninth 
hour of the night, a great light shone round the altar and the 
Temple, 'so that for half an hour it seemed as though it were 
brilliant daylight. At the same festival other supernatural 
warnings were given. A heifer, as she was led by the high priest 
to be sacrificed, brought forth a lamb in the Temple; moreover, 
the eastern gate of the inner court of the Temple, which was of 
brass, and so ponderous that twenty men had much difficulty in 
closing it, and which was fastened by heavy bolts descending deep 
into the solid stone floor, was seen to open of its own accord, aj)out 
the sixth hour of the night. The ignorant considered some of

1 Dial. c. Tryph., 85 ; cf. A pa/., ii., 6 ; Acts xix., 13 ff.
2 De Bello Ju4 ., viii., 6, g 3. 3 I i , ,  vii., 6, g 3.
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these events good omens, but the pries.s interpreted the to as 
portents of evil. Another prodigious phenomenon occurred, 
which Josephus supposes would be considered incredible were it 
not reported by those who saw it, and were the subsequent events 
not of sufficient importance to merit such portents : before sunset, 
chariots and troops of soldiers in armour were seen among the 
clouds, moving about, and surrounding cities. And further, at 
the feast of Pentecost, as the priests were entering the inner court 
of the Temple to perform their sacred duties, they felt an earth
quake, and heard a great noise, and then the sound as of a great 
multitude saying, “ Let us remove hence.”1 There is not a 
shadow of doubt in the mind of Josephus as to the reality of any 
of these wonders.

If we turn to patristic literature, we find everywhere the same 
superstitions and the same theories of angelic agency and demoni
acal interference in cosmical phenomena. According to Justin 
Martyr, after God had made the world and duly regulated the 
elements and the rotation of the seasons, he committed man and 
all things under heaven to the care of angels. Some of these 
angels, however, proved unworthy of this charge and, led away by 
love of the daughters of men, begat children, who are the demons 
who have corrupted the human race, partly by magical writings 
(Sio naytxw v ypa<f>wv) and partly by fears and punishments, and 
who have introduced wars, murders, and other evils among them, 
which are ignorantly ascribed by poets to God himself.1 He 
considers that demoniacs are possessed and tortured by the souls 
of the wicked dead,3 and he represents evil spirits as watching to 
seize the soul at death.* The food of the angels is manna.3 The 
angels, says Clement of Alexandria, serve God in the administra- 
tian of earthly affairs.6 The host of angels and of gods (ffetov) is 
placed under subjection to the Ix>gos7  Presiding angels are 
distributed over nations and cities, and perhaps are also deputed 
to individuals,8 and it is by their agency, either visible or 
invisible, that God gives all good things.  ̂ He accuses the Greeks 
of plagiarising their miracles from the Bible, and he argues that, 
if certain powers do move the winds and distribute showers, they 
are agents subject to God.10 Clement affirms that the Son gave 
philosophy to the Greeks by means of the inferior angels," and 
argues that it is absurd to attribute it to the devil.12 Theophilus

1 De Bello Jud., vi., 5, § 3.
2 Apol., ii., 5 ; cf. Apo/., i., 5 i H- 
4 Dial. c. Tryph., 103.
6 Stromata, vii., I, § 3.
8 Strom., vii., 2, 8 6 ; vi., 17, § 157. 
" Strom., vi., 3, § 30.
12 Strom., vi., 17, § 159.

3 Apol., i., 18.
3 Dial., 57, cf. 131.
7 Strom., vii., 2, g 5.
9 Strom., vi., 17, $5 161. 

11 Strom. , vii., 2, § 6.
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of Antioch, on the other hand, says that the Greek poets were 
inspired by demons.' Athenagoras states, as one of the principal 
points of belief among Christians, that a multitude of angels and 
ministers are distributed and appointed by the Logos to occupy 
themselves about the elements and the heavens and the universe 
and the things in it, and the regulating of the whole.3 For it is 
the duty of the angels to exercise providence over all that God has 
created, so that God may have the universal care of the whole, 
but the several parts be ministered to by the angels appointed 
over them. There is freedom of will amongst the angels as 
among human beings, and some of the angels abused their trust, 
and fell through love of the daughters of men, of whom were 
begotten those who are called giants.3 These angels who have 
fallen from heaven busy themselves about the air and the earth ; 
and the souls of the giants,which are the demons that roam 
about the world, work evil according to their respective natures.* 
There are powers which exercise dominion over matter, and by 
means of it, and more especially one who is opposed to God. 
This Prince of matter exerts authority and control in opposition 
to the good designed by God.6 Demons are greedy for sacrificial 
odours and the blood of the victims, which they lick, and they 
influence the multitude to idolatry by inspiring thoughts and 
visions which seem to come from idols and statues.? According 
to Tatian, God made everything which is good, but the wickedness 
of demons perverts the productions of nature for bad purposes, 
and the evil in these is due to demons and not to God.8 None of 
the demons have bodies—they are spiritual, like fire or air, and 
can only be seen by those in whom the Spirit of God dwells. 
They attack men by means of lower forms of matter, and come to 
them whenever they are diseased ; and sometimes they cause 
disorders of the body, but when they are struck by the power of 
the word of God they flee in terror, and the sick person is healed.^ 
Various kinds of roots and the relations of bone and sinew are 
the material elements through which demons work.10 Some of 
those who are called gods by the Greeks, but are in reality demons,

' .h i  Autolycum, ii. 8. Theophilus sees the punishment of the serpent in 
the repulsive way in which he crawls on his belly and eats the dust. This and 
the pains of women in childbirth are proofs of the truth of the account of the 
fall in Genesis. A d  Autol. , ii. 23.

2 I.egatiopro Christ., x .; cf. xxiv. 3 Legntiopro Christ., xiv.
4 It is said in the Clementine Recognitions that the giants were bom in the 

ninth generation of the human race, and that their bones are still preserved in
some places : i. 29. Cf. Clement, Horn. viii. 15 *

s /j'gatio pro Chi is/., xxv. 6 Ih., xxiv., xxv.
7 !h., \xv i.f xxvii. 8 Oral, ad Gnccos, 12.
y //)., 16. 10 lb ., 17.
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possess the bodies of certain men, and then, by publicly leaving 
them, they destroy the disease they themselves had created, and 
the sick are restored to health.' Demons, says Cyprian of Carthage, 
lurk under consecrated statues, and inspire false oracles and con
trol the lots and omens.3 They enter into human bodies and feign 
various maladies in order to induce men to offer sacrifices for 
their recovery, that they may gorge themselves with the fumes, and 
then they heal them. They are really the authors of the miracles 
attributed- to heathen deities.3

Tertullian enters into minute details regarding angels and 
demons. Demons are the offspring of the fallen angels, and their 
work is the destruction of the human race. They inflict diseases 
and other painful calamities upon our bodies, and lead astray our 
souls. From their wonderful subtleness and tenuity they find their 
way into both parts of our composition. Their spirituality enables 
them to do much harm to men, for, being invisible and impalpable, 
they appear rather in their effects than in their action. They 
blight the apples and the grain while in the flower as by some 
mysterious poison in the breeze, and kill them in the bud, or nip 
them before they are ripe, as though in some inexpressible way the 
tainted air poured forth its pestilential breath. In the same way 
demons and angels breathe into the soul and excite its corruptions, 
and especially mislead men by inducing them to sacrifice to false 
deities, in order that they may thus obtain their peculiar food of 
fumes of flesh and blood. Every spirit, whether angel or demon, 
has wings; therefore, they are everywhere in a moment. The 
whole world is but one place to them, and all that takes place any
where they can know and report with equal facility. Their swift
ness is believed to be divine because their substance is unknown, 
and thus they seek to be considered the authors of effects which 
they merely report, as, indeed, they sometimes are of the evil, but 
never of the good. They gather intimations of the future from 
hearing the prophets read aloud, and set themselves up as rivals of 
the true God by stealing his divinations. From inhabiting the 
air, and from their proximity to the stars and commerce with the 
clouds, they know the preparation of celestial phenomena, and 
promise beforehand the rains which they already feel coming. 
They are very kind in reference to the cure of diseases, Tertullian 
ironically says, for they first make people ill, and then, by way of 
performing a miracle, they prescribe remedies either novel or 
contrary to common experience, and, removing the cause, they

' lb ., 18 ; cf. Tertullian, A pot., j) 22 ; Origen, Contra Cots., viii. 31 f.
3 Cf. Tertullian, Do Spectaculis, ji§ 12, 13 ; Clem., Recog., iv. 19 if.
3 Cyprian, Do Idol. Vatritate, § 7 ; cf. Minutius Felix, Octavius, § 27 ; 

Tertullian, A  pot., 22; Eusebius, i ’ncp. Evang., vii. 16.
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are believed to have healed the sick.1 If anyone possessed by a 
demon be brought before a tribunal, Tertullian affims that the evil 
spirit, when ordered by a Christian, will at once confess that he is 
a demon.2 The fallen angels were the discoverers of astrology 
and magic.3 Unclean spirits hover over waters in imitation of the 
brooding (gestatio) of the Holy Spirit in the beginning, as, for 
instance, over dark fountains and solitary streams and cisterns in 
baths and dwelling-houses and similar places, which are said to 
carry one off (rapere)—that is to say, by the force of the evil 
spirit.3 The fallen angels disclosed to the world unknown material 
substances and various arts such as metallurgy, the properties of 
herbs, incantations, and interpretation of the stars; and to women 
specially they revealed all the secrets of personal adornment.3 
There is scarcely any man who is not attended by a demon ; and 
it is well known that untimely and violent deaths which are 
attributed to accidents are really caused by demons.6 Those who 
go to theatres may become specially accessible to demons. There 
is the instance, the Lord is witness (domino teste),of the woman who 
went to a theatre and came back possessed by a demon, and, on 
being cast out, the evil spirit replied that he had a right to act as 
he did, having found her within his limits. There was another 
case, also well known, of a woman who at night, after having been 
to a theatre, had a vision of a winding sheet (linteum), and heard 
the name of the tragedian whom she had seen mentioned with 
reprobation, and five days after the woman was dead.7 Origen 
attributes augury and divination through animals to demons. In 
his opinion, certain demons, offspring of the Titans or giants, who 
haunt the grosser parts of bodies and the unclean places of the 
earth, and who, from not having earthly bodies, have some power 
of divining the future, occupy themselves with this. They secretly 
enter the bodies of the more brutal and savage animals, and force 
them to make flights or indications of divination to lead men away 
from God. They have a special leaning to birds and serpents, and 
even to foxes and wolves, because the demons act better through 
these in consequence of an apparent analogy in wickedness 
between them.8 It is for this reason that Moses, who had either 
been taught by God what was similar in the nature of animals and 
their kindred demons, or had discovered it himself, prohibited 
as unclean the particular birds and animals most used for divina
tion. Therefore, each kind of demon seems to have an affinity

1 Terlullian, Apol., § 22 ; cf. 23, ad Scapttlam, § 2. 2 Apol., § 23.
3 De Idolotria, § 9 ; De Cultu Fern., i., $ 2. 4 De B  apt is mo, $ 5.
s De Cultu Fern., i., §$ 2, 10; Cf. Commodianus, Instil., $ 3 ; Lactantius, 

Instil. D iv . , ii. 16; Clem. H o r n viii. 14.
6 De Anima, § 57. 7 De Speitaculis, $ 26.
8 Contra Cels., iv. 92 ; cf. viii. 11.
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with a certain kind of animal. They are so wicked that demons 
even assume the bodies of weasels to foretell the future.1 They 
feed on the blood and odour of the victims sacrificed in idol 
temples.3 The spirits of the wicked dead wander about sepulchres, 
and sometimes for ages haunt particular houses and other places.3 
The prayers of Christians drive demons out of men, and from 
places where they have taken up their abode, and even sometimes 
from the bodies of animals, which are frequently injured by them / 
In reply to a statement of Celsus that we cannot eat bread or 
fruit, or drink wine or even water, without eating and drinking with 
demons, and that the very air we breathe is received from demons, 
and that, consequently, we cannot inhale without receiving air 
from the demons who are set over the air, 5 Origen maintains, on 
the contrary, that the angels of God, and not demons, have the 
superintendence of such natural phenomena, and have been 
appointed to communicate all these blessings. Not demons but 
angels have been set over the fruits of the earth and over the birth 
of animals and over all things necessary for our race.6 Scripture 
forbids the eating of things strangled, because the blood is still in 
them—and blood, and more especially the fumes of it, is said to 
be the food of demons. If we ate strangled animals, we might 
have demons feeding with us ;7 but, in Origen’s opinion, a man 
only eats and drinks with demons when he eats the flesh of idol 
sacrifices, and drinks the wine poured out in honour of demons.8 
Jerome states the common belief that the air is filled with demons/ 
Chrysostum says that angels are everywhere in the atmosphere.10

Not content, however, with peopling earth and air with angels 
and demons, the Fathers also shared the opinion, common to 
Jews11 and heathen philosophers, that the heavenly bodies were 
animated beings. After fully discussing the question, with much 
reference to Scripture, Origen determines that sun, moon, and 
stars are living and rational beings, illuminated with the light of 
knowledge by the wisdom which is the reflection (asravyaa-fta) of 
eternal light. They have free will and, as it w'ould appear from a 
passage in Job (xxv. 5), they are not only liable to sin, but actually 
not pure from the uncleanness of it. Origen is careful to explain 
that this has not reference merely to their physical part, but to the 
spiritual; and he proceeds to discuss whether their souls came 
into existence at the same time with their bodies, or existed

* lb . , iv. 93 ; cf. iii. 29, 35, 36, v. 3 ; Barnabas, Epist. , x. ; Clemens A l., 
P a  dag. , ii. 10.

3 Contra Cels., vii. 35, cf. Si viii. 6 l, cf. 60. 3 lb ., vii. 5.
4 Contra Cels., vii. 67. s lb ., viii. 28, 31.
6 lb .,  viii. 57, 31 f. 7 lb ., viii. 30.
8 lb .,  viii. 31, cf. 57. 9 Hieron., Epist. ad Epbes., iii. 6.
10 In  Ascens. / .  C. " Cf. Philo, De Somniis, i., § 22.
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previously, and whether, at the end of the world, they will be released 
from their bodies or will cease from giving light to the world. He 
argues that they are rational beings because their motions could 
not take place without a soul. “ As the stars move with so much 
order and method,” he says, “ that under no circumstances what
ever does their course seem to be disturbed, is it not the extreme 
of absurdity to suppose that so much order, so much observance 
of discipline and method, could be demanded from or fulfilled by 
irrational beings ?”* They possess life and reason, he decides, and 
he proves from Scripture that their souls were given to them, not 
at the creation of their bodily substance, but like those of men 
implanted strictly from without, after they were made.2 They are 
“ subject to vanity ” with the rest of the creatures, and “ wait for 
the manifestation of the sons of God.”3 Origen is persuaded that 
sun, moon, and stars pray to the Supreme Being through his only 
begotten Son.* To return to angels, however, Origen states that 
the angels are not only of various orders of rank, but have appor
tioned to them specific offices and duties. To Raphael, for 
instance, is assigned the task of curing and healing ; to Gabriel 
the management of wars ; to Michael the duty of receiving the 
prayers and the supplications of men. Angels are set over the 
different churches, and have charge even of the least of their 
members. These offices were assigned to the angels by God 
agreeably to the qualities displayed by each.5 Elsewhere Origen 
explains that it is necessary for this world that there should be 
angels set over beasts and over terrestrial operations, and also 
angels presiding over the birth of animals, and over the propaga
tion and growth of shrubs; and, again, angels over holy works, 
who eternally teach men the perception of the hidden ways of 
God and knowledge of divine things ; and he warns us not to 
bring upon ourselves those angels who are set over beasts, by 
leading an animal life, nor those which preside over terrestrial 
works, by taking delight in fleshly and mundane things, but rather 
to study how we may approximate to the companionship of the 
Archangel Michael, to whose duty of presenting the prayers of the 
saints to God he here adds the office of presiding over medicine.6

1 De Prituipiis, i. 7, § 3 ; cf. Contra Cels., v. io, n .  2 lb ., i. 7, $ 4-
3 lb ., i. 7, § 5 ; cf. iii. 5, S 4. Origen applies to sun, moon, and stars the 

wish of Paul (Phil. i. 23). Tatian likewise ascribes spirituality to stars, plants, 
and waters ; but, although one and the same with the soul in angels and 
animals, there are certain differences. Oral, ad Grtccos, 12 ; cf. Eusebius, 
Pricp. Evang., vii. 15.

4 Contra Cels., v. 11.
5 De Prituipiis, i. 8, § I, cf. § 4 ; Contra Cels., v. 4, 5. Cf. Hertnas, 

Pastor, ii., Mand. vi., §§ 1, 2 ; Tertullian, DeOrat., § 12 ; De A nim a, § 37 ; 
Clemens Al., Strom., v. 14, § 92, vii. 13, § 81.

6 Horn. xiv. in Mum., Opp. ii., p. 323.
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It is through the ministry of angels that the water-springs in 
fountains and running streams refresh the earth, and that the air 
we breathe is kept pure.1 In the Shepherd of Hermas, a work 
quoted by the Fathers as inspired Scripture, which was publicly 
read in the churches, which almost secured a permanent place in 
the New Testament canon, and which appears after the canonical 
books in the Codex Sinaiticus, the oldest extant MS. of the New 
Testament, mention is made of an angel who has rule over beasts, 
and whose name is Hegrin.2 Jerome also quotes an apocryphal 
work in which an angel of similar name is said to be set over 
reptiles, and in which fishes, trees, and beasts are assigned to the 
care of particular angels.s 

Clement of Alexandria mentions, without dissent, the prevailing 
belief that hail-storms, tempests, and similar phenomena do not 
octjur merely from material disturbance, but also are caused by 
the anger of demons and evil angels.* Origen states that, while 
angels superintend all the phenomena of nature, and control what 
is appointed for our good, famine, the blighting of vines and fruit 
trees, and the destruction of beasts and of men, are, on the other 
hand, the personal works5 of demons, they, as public executioners, 
receiving at certain times authority to carry into effect divine 
decrees.6 We have already quoted similar views expressed by 
Tertullian,? and the universality and permanence of such opinions 
may be illustrated by the fact that, after the lapse of many 
centuries, we find St. Thomas Aquinas as solemnly affirming that 
disease and tempests are the direct work of the devil ;8 indeed, 
this belief prevailed throughout the middle ages until very recent 
times. The Apostle Peter, in the Recognitions of Clement, 
informs Clement that, when God made the world, he appointed 
chiefs over the various creatures, even over the trees and the 
mountains and springs and rivers, and over everything in the 
universe. An angel was set over the angels, a spirit over spirits, a 
star over the stars, a demon over the demons, and so on.s He 
provided different offices for all his creatures, whether good or 
bad ;'° but certain angels, having left the course of their proper 
order, led men into sin and -taught them that demons could, by 
magical invocations, be made to obey man.11 Ham was the dis
coverer of the art of magic.”  Astrologers suppose that evils

• Contra Cels., viii. 57, 31.
2 i. Visio, iv. 2 ; in the Sinaitic Codex, the name is Beypl. Cotelerius, 

in the Greek version, has 'Kypsor.
3 Hieron., in  Habacuc, i. 1, 14.
4 Stromata, vi. 3, § 31. 5 Cf. Matt. viii. 31 ff.
6 Contra Cels., viii. 31. '  Apolog., § 22 f.
8 Summa Theolog., 1, qnrest., 80, § 2.
» Clem., Recog., i. 45. lb ., iv. 25. " lb ., iv. 26.

12 lb . ,'iv. 27.
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happen in consequence of the motions of the heavenly bodies, 
and represent certain climacteric periods as dangerous, not 
knowing that it is not the course of the stars, but the action of 
demons, that regulates these things.' God has committed the 
superintendence of the seventy-two nations into which he has 
divided the earth to as many angels.1 Demons insinuate them
selves into the bodies of men, and force them to fulfil their 
desires they sometimes appear visibly to men, and by threats or 
promises endeavour to lead them into error; they can transform 
themselves into whatever forms they pleased The distinction 
between what is spoken by the true God through the prophets or 
by visions, and that which is delivered by demons, is th is: that 
what proceeds from the former is always true, whereas that which 
is foretold by demons is not always true.5 Lactantius says that 
when the number of men began to increase, fearing that the 
Devil should corrupt or destroy them, God sent angels to protect 
and instruct the human race, but the angels themselves fell 
beneath his wiles, and from being angels they became the 
satellites and ministers of Satan. The offspring of these fallen 
angels are unclean spirits, authors of all the evils which are done, 
and the Devil is their chief. They are acquainted with the 
future, but not completely. The art of the magi is altogether 
supported by these demons, and at their invocation they deceive 
men with lying tricks, making men think they see things which do 
not exist. These contaminated spirits wander over all the earth, 
and console themselves by the destruction of men. They fill 
every place with frauds and deceits, for they adhere to individuals, 
and occupy w'hole houses, and assume the name of genii, as 
demons are called in the Latin language, and make men worship 
them. On account of their tenuity and impalpability, they 
insinuate themselves into the bodies of men, and through their 
viscera injure their health, excite diseases, terrify their souls with 
dreams, agitate their minds with phrenzies, so that they may by 
these evils drive men to seek their aid.6 Being adjured in the 
name of God, however, they leave the bodies of the possessed, 
uttering the greatest howling, and crying out that they are beaten, 
or are on fire.? These demons are the inventors of astrology, 
divination, oracles, necromancy, and the art of magic.8 The 
universe is governed by God through the medium of angels. The 
demons have a foreknowledge of the purposes of God, from 
having been his ministers and, interposing in what is being done,

1 //>., ix. 12. * lb ., ii. 42.
3 Clem., /teeog., iv. 15 ff. 4 lb ., iv. 19. 5 lb ., iv. 21.
‘ Instil. D ir., ii. 14 ; cf. Inst: Epit. ad Pentad., 27 f.
1 lb ., ii. 15 ; cf. iv. 27, v. 21; cf. Arnobius, A dr. Genies, i. 46.
8 lb ., ii. 16.
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they ascribe the credit to themselves.' The sign of the cross is a 
terror to demons, and at the sight of it they flee from the bodies 
of men. When sacrifices are being offered to the gods, if one 
be present who bears on his forehead the sign of the cross, the 
sacred rites are not propitious (sacra nullo modo litant), and the 
oracle gives no reply.2

Eusebius, like all the Fathers, represents the gods of the Greeks 
and other heathen nations as merely wicked demons. Demons, 
he says, whether they circulate in the dark and heavy atmosphere 
which encircles our sphere or inhabit the cavernous dwellings 
which exist within it, find charms only in tombs and in the 
sepulchres of the dead, and in impure and unclean places. They 
delight in the blood of animals, and in the putrid exhalations 
which rise from their bodies, as well as in earthly vapours. Their 
leaders, whether as inhabitants of the upper regions of the atmos
phere or plunged in the abyss of hell, having discovered that the 
human race had deified and offered sacrifices to men who were 
dead, promoted the delusion in order to savour the blood which 
flowed and the fumes of the burning flesh. They deceived men 
by the motions conveyed to idols and statues, by the oracles they 
delivered, and by healing diseases, with which, by the power 
inherent in their nature, they had before invisibly smitten bodies, 
and which they removed by ceasing to torture them. These 
demons first introduced magic amongst men.5 We may here 
refer to the account of a miracle which Eusebius seriously quotes, 
as exemplifying another occasional function of the angels. The 
heretical Bishop Natalius, having in vain been admonished by 
God in dreams, was at last lashed through the whole of a night 
by holy angels, till he was brought to repentance and, clad in 
sackcloth and covered with ashes, he at length threw himself at 
the feet of Zephyrinus, then Bishop of Rome, pointing to the 
marks of the scourges which he had received from the angels, and 
implored to be again received into communion with the Church.'* 
Augustine says that demons inhabit the atmosphere, as in a prison, 
and deceive men, persuading them, by their wonderful and false 
signs or doings or predictions, that they are gods.5 He considers 
the origin of their name in the Sacred Scriptures worthy of notice; 
they are called Aaquovcs in Greek, on account of their knowledge.6 
By their experience of certain signs, which are hidden from us, 
they can read much more of the future, and sometimes even 
announce beforehand what they intend to do. Speaking of his

' Instil. D iv., ii. 16.
2 Ii.,  iv . 27 ; cf. A r n o b iu s ,  Adv. Gentes, i. 46 .
5 Pritp. Evang., v . 2 f.
4 U. £ . ,  v . 28 . 5 De Civitate Dei, v iii. 22 .
6 C f. L a c ta n t iu s ,  Instil. D iv., ii . 14.
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own time, and with strong expressions of assurance, Augustine 
says that not only Scripture testifies that angels have appeared to 
men with bodies which could not only be seen, but felt; but, what 
is more, it is a general report, and many have personal experience 
of it, or have learned it from those who have knowledge of the 
fact, and of whose truth there is no doubt, that satyrs and 
fauns, generally called Incubi, have frequently perpetrated their 
peculiar wickedness ;* and also that certain demons, called by 
the Gauls Dusii, every day attempt and effect the same unclean
ness, as witnesses equally numerous and trustworthy assert, so that 
it would be impertinence to deny it.3

Lactantius, again, ridicules the idea that there can be antipodes, 
and he can scarcely credit that there can be anyone so silly as to 
believe that there are men whose feet are higher than their heads, 
or that grain and trees grow downwards, and rain, snow, and hail 
fall upwards to the earth. After jesting at those who hold such 
ridiculous views, he points out that their blunders arise from sup
posing that the heaven is round, and the world, consequently, 
round like a ball, and enclosed within it. But if that were 
the case, it must present the same appearance to all parts 
of heaven, with mountains, plains, and seas, and consequently 
there would be no part of the earth uninhabited by men 
and animals. Lactantius does not know what to say to those 
who, having fallen into such an error, persevere in their folly 
(stu/titia), and defend one vain thing by another; but sometimes 
he supposes that they philosophise in jest, or knowingly defend 
falsehoods to display their ingenuity. Space alone prevents his 
proving that it is impossible for heaven to be below the earth.3 
St. Augustine, with equal boldness, declares that the stories told 
about the antipodes—that is to say, that there are men whose feet 
are against our footsteps, and upon whom the sun rises when it 
sets to us—are not to be believed. Such an assertion is not sup
ported by any historical evidence, but rests upon mere conjecture, 
based on the rotundity of the earth. But those who maintain 
such a theory do not consider that, even if the earth be round, it 
does not follow that the opposite side is not covered with water. 
Besides, if it be not, why should it be inhabited, seeing that, on 1 2 3

1 “  Improbos siepc exstitisse ntulieribus, ct ear uni appcfisse ac peregissc concu~ 
hi turn.”

2 De Civ. D e i xv . 23 . S o  u n d e n ia b le  w a s  th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e s e  e v il  
s p ir i ts ,  Jncubi a n d  Suecubi, c o n s id e re d ,  a n d  so  re a l th e i r  w ic k e d  p r a c t ic e s ,  
th a t  P o p e  I n n o c e n t  V I I I .  d e n o u n c e d  th e m  in  a  P a p a l B u ll in  1484 . B u r to n  
m o s t s e r io u s ly  b e lie v e d  in  th e m , a s  h e  sh o w s  in  h is  Anatomy of Melancholy 
(iii. 2 ). S im ila r  d e m o n s  a r e  f r e q u e n tly  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  T a lm u d ic  l i t e r a tu r e .  
C f. E is e n m e n g e r ,  Entd. Judenthum, i . ,  p . 3 7 4  ; i i . ,  p . 421 ff ., 4 2 6  ff.

3 Insfit. Div., iii. 24 .
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the one hand, it is in no way possible that the Scriptures can lie, 
and, on the other, it is too absurd (inimisque absurdum cst) to affirm 
that any men can have traversed such an immensity of ocean to 
establish the human race there from that one first man Adam ?'

Clement of Rome had no doubt of the truth of the story of 
the Phoenix,2 that wonderful bird of Arabia and the adjoining 
countries which lives 500 years, at the end of which time, 
its dissolution being at hand, it builds a nest of spices, in which it 
dies. Prom the decaying flesh, however, a worm is generated, 
which, being strengthened by the juices of the bird, produces 
feathers and is transformed into a phoenix. Clement adds that 
it then flies away with the nest containing the bones of its defunct 
parent to the city of Heliopolis in Egypt, and in full daylight and 
in the sight of all men it lays them on the altar of the sun. On 
examining their registers, the priests find that the bird has returned 
precisely at the completion of the 500 years. This bird, Clement 
considers, is an emblem of the Resurrection.3 So does Tertullian, 
who repeats the story with equal confidence.'* It is likewise 
referred to in the Apostolic Constitutions.5 Celsus quotes the 
narrative in his work against Christianity as an instance of the 
piety of irrational creatures, and although Origen, in reply, while 
admitting that the story is indeed recorded, puts in a cautious “ if 
it be true,” he proceeds to account for the phenomenon on the 
ground that God may have made this isolated creature in order 
that men might admire not the bird, but its creator.6 Cyril of 
Jerusalem likewise quotes the story from Clement.? The author 
of the almost canonical Epistle of Barnabas, explaining the typical 
meaning of the code of Moses regarding clean and unclean 
animals which were or were not to be eaten, states as a fact that 
the hare annually increases the number of its foramina, for it has

1 De Civ. Deii x v i. 9 . T h e  R o m a n  C le m e n t ,  in  a n  e lo q u e n t  p a s s a g e  o n  th e  
h a rm o n y  o f  th e  u n i verst?, s p e a k s  o f  “  th e  u n s e a rc h a b le  p la c e s  o f  a b y s s e s  a n ti 
th e  in e x p l ic a b le  a r r a n g e m e n ts  o f  th e  lo w e r  w o r ld ,”  a n d  o f  “  th e  o c e a n ,  
im p a s s a b le  to  m a n , a n d  th e  w o r ld s  b e y o n d  i t ”  (Ep. ad Corinth., x x . ). 
O r ig e n  re fe r s  to  th is  p a s s a g e  in  th e  fo llo w in g  t e r m s :  “  C le m e n t ,  in d e e d ,  a  
d is c ip le  o f  th e  A p o s t le s ,  m a k e s  m e n tio n  a ls o  o f  th o s e  w h o m  th e  G re e k s  c a ll 
'AprtxOorei, a n d  o f  th o s e  p a r ts  o f  th e  o r b  o f  th e  e a r th  to  w h ic h  n e i th e r  c a n  a n y  
o f  o u r  p e o p le  a p p r o x im a te ,  n o r  c a n  a n v  o f  th o s e  w h o  a re  th e r e  c ro s s  o v e r  to  
u s , w h ic h  h e  c a l le d  ‘ w o r ld s , ’ s a y in g ,  e tc .  (De Prinripiis% ii. 3 , 6 ) . S u c h
v ie w s , h o w e v e r ,  w 'ere g e n e ra l .

a T h e  T a lm u d  s p e a k s  f r e q u e n tly  o f  th e  P h o en ix . I t  is  n o t s u b je c t  to  th e  
a n g e l  o f  d e a t h ,  b u t  is  im m o r ta l ,  b e c a u s e  w h e n  E v e  o ffe red  i t ,  to g e th e r  w ith  a ll  
o th e r  c r e a t e d  th in g s ,  th e  fo r b id d e n  fru it  to  e a t ,  it  a lo n e  re fu s e d . S e e  a u th o r i t i e s ,  
E i s e n m e n g e r ,  Enid. Jud . ,  i . , p . 3 7 1 , p . 8 67  ff.

3 Ep. ad Corinth., x x ix . 4 De Restirr., $ 13. 5 v . 7.
6 Contra Cels. ,  iv . 9 8 . T h e  s a m e  fa b le  is r e f e r r e d  to  b y  H e r o d o tu s  (ii. 7 3 ), 

a n d  a ls o  b y  P l in y  (Nat. Hist. ,  x . 2).
1 Catech.y x v iii.  8.
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as many as the years it lives.1 He also mentions that the hyena 
changes its sex every year, being alternately male and female.3 
Tertullian also points out as a recognised fact the annual change 
of sex of the hyena, and he adds : “ I do not mention the stag, 
since itself is the witness of its own age ; feeding on the serpent, 
it languishes into youth from the working of the poison.”-* The 
geocentric theory of the Church, which elevated man into the 
supreme place in the universe, and considered creation in general 
to be solely for his use, naturally led to the misinterpretation of all 
cosmical phenomena. Such spectacles as eclipses and comets 
were universally regarded as awful portents of impending evil, 
signs of God’s anger, and forerunners of national calamities.'* 
We have already referred to the account given by Josephus of the 
portents which were supposed to announce the coming destruction 
of the Holy City, amongst which were a star shaped like a sword, 
a comet, and other celestial phenomena. Volcanoes were con
sidered openings into hell, and not only does Tertullian hold them 
to be so, but he asks, Who will not deem these punishments some
times inflicted upon mountains as examples of the judgments 
which menace the wicked ?5

1 “O ja y \o  trij rocraoras Tpvrat. c. x.
' ■* c. x. H e  a ls o  s a y s  o f  th e  w e a s e l : T 5 ybp £uio; rovro r<p gt6ijl:iti Arret. C f. 
O r ig e n ,  Contra Cels. , iv . 9 3  ; C le m e n t  o f  A le x , re fe rs  to  th e  c o m m o n  b e l ie f  
r e g a rd in g  th e s e  a n im a ls .  Ptedag., ii. 10.

3 “Hyicnci, si observes, sex us annul is est, marem el fem inam  a Itern at. Taeeo 
ccrvuni quod t'f ibse ictatis sine a biter, serpente pasttis, veneno langueseit in  
ju ven t litem ” (De Pallia, S3).

4 C f. T e r tu l l i a n ,  Ad. Scap.% $ 3 ;  S o z o m e n , H .E., v ii i .  4 ,  iv . 5.
5 De Penitentia% § 12. G re g o ry  th e  G re a t  g iv e s  a  s in g u la r  a c c o u n t  {Dial. 

iv . 3 0 ) w h ic h  h e  h a d  h e a r d  o f  a  h e r m it  w h o  h a d  s e e n  T h e o d o r ic ,  a n d  o n e  o f  
th e  P o p e s , J o h n , in  c h a in s ,  c a s t  in to  th e  c r a te r  o f  o n e  o f  th e  L ip a r i  v o lc a n o e s , 
w h ic h  w e re  b e lie v e d  to  b e  e n t r a n c e s  in to  h e ll.
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CHAPTER V.

THE PERMANENT STREAM OF MIRACULOUS PRETENSION

W e  have given a  most imperfect sketch of some of the opinions 
and superstitions prevalent at the time of Jesus, and when the 
books of the New Testament were written. These, as we have 
seen, continued with little or no modification throughout the first 
centuries of our era It must, however, be remembered that the 
few details we have given, omitting most of the grosser particulars, 
are the views deliberately expressed by the most educated and 
intelligent part of the community, and that it would have required 
infinitely darker colours adequately to have portrayed the dense 
ignorance and superstition of the mass of the Jews. It is impos
sible to receive the report of supposed marvellous occurrences 
from an age and people like this without the gravest suspicion. 
Even so thorough a defender of miracles as Newman admits that 
“Witnesses must be not only honest, but competent also; that 
is, such as have ascertained the facts which they attest, or who 
report after examination and although the necessities of his 
case oblige him to assert that “ the testimony of men of science 
and general knowledge ” must not be required, he admits, under 
the head of “ deficiency of examination,” that “ Enthusiasm, 
ignorance, and habitual credulity are defects which no number 
of witnesses removes.”2 We have shown how rank were these 
“defects” at the commencement of the Christian era,-and among 
the chief witnesses for Christianity. Miracles which spring from 
such a hot-bed of superstition are too natural in such a soil to be 
objects of surprise and, in losing their exceptional character, their 
claims upon attention are proportionately weakened, if not altogether 
destroyed. Preternatural interference with the affairs of life and 
the phenomena of nature was the rule in those days, not the 
exception, and miracles, in fact, had lost all novelty and, through 
familiarity, had become degraded into mere commonplace. The 
Gospel miracles were not original in their character, but were 
substantially mere repetitions of similar wonders well known among 
the Jews, or commonly supposed to be of daily occurrence even 
at that time. In fact, the idea of such miracles, in such an age 
and performed among such a people, as the attestation of a

2 l b . ,  p. 81.
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supernatural Revelation, may with singular propriety be ascribed 
to the mind of that period, but can scarcely be said to bear any 
traces of the divine. Indeed, anticipating for a moment a part 
of our subject regarding which we shall have more to say hereafter, 
we may remark that, so far from being original either in its evidence 
or form, almost every religion which has been taught in the world 
has claimed the same divine character as Christianity, and has 
surrounded the person and origin of its central figure with the 
same supernatural mystery. Even the great heroes of history, 
long before our era, had their immaculate conception and 
miraculous birth.

There can be no doubt that the writers of the New Testament 
shared the popular superstitions of the Jews. We have already 
given more than one instance of this, and now we have only to 
refer for a moment to one class of these superstitions, the belief 
in demoniacal possession and origin of disease, involving clearly 
both the existence of demons and their power over the human 
race. It would be an insult to the understanding of those who 
are considering this question to pause here to prove that the 
historical books of the New Testament speak in the clearest and 
most unmistakable terms of actual demoniacal possession. Now', 
what has become of this theory of disease ? The Archbishop of 
Dublin is probably the only one who asserts the reality of demo
niacal possession formerly and at the present day,1 and in this we 
must say that he is consistent. Milman, on the other hand, 
who spoke with the enlightenment of the nineteenth century, 
“ has no scruple in avowing his opinion on the subject of demo
niacs to be that of Joseph Mede, Lardner, Dr. Mead, Paley, and
all the learned modern writers. It was a kind of insanity....... and
nothing was more probable than that lunacy should take the turn 
and speak the language of the prevailing superstition of the times.”2 
The Dean, as well as “ all the learned modem writers ” to whom 
he refers, felt the difficulty ; but, in seeking to evade it, they sacri
fice the Gospels. They overlook the fact that the writers of these 
narratives not only themselves adopt “ the prevailing superstition 
of the times,” but represent Jesus as doing so with equal complete
ness. There is no possibility, for instance, of evading such state
ments as those in the miracle of the country of the Gadarenes, 
where the objectivity of the demons is so fully recognised that, on 
being cast out of the man, they are represented as requesting to be 
allowed to go into the herd of swine; and, being permitted by 
Jesus to do so, the entry of the demons into the swine is at once 
signalised by the herd running violently down the cliff into the

1 Notes an Miracles, p. 164 f.
3 History o f Christianity, i., p. 217, note (e).
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lake, and being drowned.1 Archbishop Trench adopts no such 
ineffectual evasion, but rightly objects : “ Our Lord Himself uses 
language which is not reconcilable with any such explanation. 
He everywhere speaks of demoniacs not as persons of disordered 
intellects, but as subjects and thralls of ah alien spiritual might; 
He addresses the evil spirit as distinct from the man : 1 Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him ’ ” ; and he concludes that “ our idea 
of Christ’s absolute veracity, apart from the value of the truth 
which He communicated, forbids us to suppose that He could 
have spoken as He did, being perfectly aware all the while that 
there was no corresponding reality to justify the language which 
He used.’’1 Milman, on the other hand, finds “ a very strong 
reason,” which he does not remember to have seen urged with 
sufficient force, “ which may have contributed to induce our Lord 
to adopt the current language on the point. The disbelief in these 
spiritual influences was one of the characteristics of the unpopular 
sect of the Sadducees. A departure from the common language, 
or the endeavour to correct this inveterate error, would have raised 
an immediate outcry against Him from His watchful and malignant 
adversaries as an unbelieving Sadducee.”3 Such ascription of 
politic deception for the sake of popularity might be intelligible in 
an ordinary case, but when referred to the central personage of a 
Divine revelation, who is said to be God incarnate, it is perfectly 
astounding. The Archbishop, however, rightly deems that if 
Jesus knew that the Jewish belief in demoniacal possession was 
baseless, and that Satan did not exercise such power over the 
bodies or spirits of men, there would be in such language “ that 
absence of agreement between thoughts and words in which the 
essence of a lie consists.”4 It is difficult to say whether the 
dilemma of the Dean or of the Archbishop is the greater—the 
one obliged to sacrifice the moral character of Jesus in order to 
escape the admission for Christianity of untenable superstition, 
the other obliged to adopt the superstition in order to support 
the veracity of the language. At least, the course of the Arch
bishop is consistent, and worthy of respect. The attempt to 
eliminate the superstitious diagnosis of the disease, and yet to 
preserve intact the miraculous cure, is quite ineffectual.

Dr. Trench anticipates the natural question, why there are no 
demoniacs now, if there were so many in those days,* and he is 
logically compelled to maintain that there may still be persons

' Lake viii. 26, 33; Mark v. 12, 13; cf. Matt. viii. 28, 34. In the 
latter Gospel the miracle is said to be performed in the country of the 
Gergesenes, and there are two demoniacs instead of one.

* Notes on Miracles, p. 152 f.
3 Milman, History of Christianity, i., p. 218, note.
4 Notes on Miracles, p. 154. 5 I t . ,  p. 163.
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possessed. “ It may well be a question, moreover,” he says, “ if 
an apostle, or one with apostolic discernment of spirits, were to 
enter into a madhouse now, how many of the sufferers there he 
might not recognise as possessed?”1 There can scarcely be a 
question upon the point at all, for such a person issuing direct 
from that period, without subsequent scientific enlightenment, 
would most certainly pronounce them all “ possessed.” It did 
not, however, require an apostle, nor even one with apostolic dis
cernment of spirits, to recognise the possessed at that time. All 
those who are represented as being brought to Jesus to be healed 
are described by their friends as having a devil or being possessed, 
and there was no form of disease more general or more commonly 
recognised by the Jews. For what reason has the recognition of, 
and belief in, demoniacal possession passed away with the igno
rance and superstition which were then prevalent ?

It is important to remember that the theory of demoniacal 
possession, and its supposed cure by means of exorcism and 
invocations, was most common among the Jews long before the 
commencement of the Christian era. As casting out devils was 
the most common type of Christian miracles, so i t . was the 
commonest belief and practice of the Jewish nation. Christianity 
merely shared the national superstition, and changed nothing but 
the form of exorcism. Christianity did not, through a “ clearer 
perception of spirits,” therefore, originate the belief in demoniacal 
possession, or first recognise its victims ; nor did such superior 
enlightenment accompany the superior morality of Christianity as 
to detect the ignorant fallacy. In the Old Testament we find the 
most serious evidence of the belief in demonology and witchcraft. 
The laws against them set the example of that unrelenting severity 
with which sorcery was treated for so many centuries. We read in 
Exodus xxii. 18 : “ Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” I^evit. 
xix. 31 : “ Regard not them which have familiar spirits, neither seek 
after wizards to be defiled by them.” Levit. xx. 6 : “ And the soul 
that tumeth after such as have familiar spirits, and after wizards, 
to go a-whoring after them, I will even set my face against that 
soul, and cut him off from among his people” ; and verse 27 : “A 
man also, or a woman, that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a 
wizard, shall surely be put to death ; they shall stone them with 
stones ; their blood shall be upon them.” Deut.xviii. 10: “ There 
shall not be found among you anyone that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, or an enchanter, or a witch ; 
11. Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard,

' Notes on Miracles, p. 165. In a note the Archbishop says that “ he 
understands that Esquirol recognises demoniacs now, and that there could 
not he a higher authority.”
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or a necromancer ; 12. For all that do these things are an abomi
nation unto the Ix>rd,” etc. The passages which assert the reality 
of demonology and witchcraft, however, are much too numerous 
to permit their citation here. But not only did Christianity thus 
inherit the long-prevalent superstition, but it transmitted it intact 
to succeeding ages ; and there can be no doubt that this demon
ology, with its consequent and inevitable belief in witchcraft, 
sorcery, and magic, continued so long to prevail throughout 
Christendom, as much through the authority of the sacred writings 
and the teaching of the Church as through the superstitious 
ignorance of Europe.

It would be impossible to select for illustration any type" of the 
Gospel miracles whose fundamental principle—belief in the reality, 
malignant action, and power of demons, and in the power of man 
to control them—has received fuller or more permanent living 
acceptance from posterity, down to very recent times, than the 
cure of disease ascribed to demoniacal influence. The writings 
of the Fathers are full of the belief; the social history of Europe 
teems with it. The more pious the people, the more firm was 
their conviction of its reality. From times antecedent to Chris
tianity, until medical science slowly came into existence, every 
form of disease was ascribed to demons. Madness, idiotcy, 
epilepsy, and every shape of hysteria were the commonest forn s 
of their malignity ; and the blind, the dumb, and the deformed 
were regarded as unquestionable victims of their malice. Every 
domestic calamity, from the convulsions of a child to the death of 
a cow, was unhesitatingly attributed to their agency. The more 
ignorant the community, the greater the number of its possessed. 
Belief in the power of sorcery, witchcraft, and magic was inherent 
in the superstition, and the universal prevalence shows how catholic 
was the belief in demoniacal influence. The practice of these 
arts is solemnly denounced as sin in the New Testament and 
throughout Patristic literature, and the Church has in all ages 
fulminated against it. No accusation was more common than 
that of practising sorcery, and no class escaped from the fatal 
suspicion. Popes were charged with the crime, and bishops were 
found guilty of it. St. Cyprian was said to have been a magician 
before he became a Christian and a Father of the Church.' 
Athanasius was accused of sorcery before the Synod of Tyre.3 
Not only the illiterate, but even the learned, in the estimation of 
their age, believed in it. No heresy was ever persecuted with 
more unrelenting hatred. Popes have issued bulls vehemently 
anathematising witches and sorcerers, councils have proscribed

' Greg. Nazianz., Oral., x v iii.
3 T h c o d o r e t ,  H. £ . ,  i . 3 0 ;  cf. M ilm a n , Hist, o f Christianity , i i . , p . 37S.
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them, ecclesiastical courts have consigned tens of thousands of 
persons suspected of being such to the stake, monarchs have 
written treatises against them and invented tortures for their con
viction, and every nation in Europe, and almost every generation, 
have passed the most stringent laws against them. Upon no 
point has there ever been greater unanimity of belief. Church 
and State have vied with each other for the suppression of the 
abominable crime. Every phenomenon of nature, every unwelcome 
occurrence of social life, as well as every natural disease, has been 
ascribed to magic and demons. The historical records of Europe 
are filled with the deliberate trial and conviction, upon what 
was deemed evidence, of thousands of sorcerers and witches. 
Hundreds have been found guilty of exercising demoniacal 
influence over the elements, from Sopater the philosopher, executed 
under Constantine for preventing, by adverse winds, the arrival 
of corn ships at Constantinople, to Dr. Fian and other witches 
horribly tortured and burnt for causing a storjny passage on the 
return of James I. from Denmark.' Thousands of men and tens 
of thousands of women have been done to death by every con
ceivable torment for causing sickness or calamity by sorcery, or 
for flying through the air to attend the witches’ sabbath. When 
scepticism as to the reality of the demoniacal powers of sorcery 
tardily began to arise, it was fiercely reprobated by the Church as 
infidelity. Even so late as the seventeenth century, a man like Sir 
Thomas Browne not only did not include the belief among the 
vulgar errors which he endeavoured to expose, but, on the contrary, 
wrote : “ For my part, I have ever believed, and do now know, 
that there are witches. They that doubt of them do not only 
deny them, but spirits; and are obliquely, and upon consequence, 
a sort not of infidels, but Atheists.”* In 1664 Sir Thomas Hale, 
in passing sentence of death against two women convicted of 
being witches, declared that the reality of witchcraft was undeniable, 
because “ first, the Scriptures had affirmed so much ; and, secondly, 
the wisdom of all nations had provided laws against such persons, 
which is an argument of their confidence in such a crime.”J Even 
the eighteenth century was stained with the blood of persons 
tortured and executed for sorcery.

Notwithstanding all this persistent and unanimous confirmation,

1 Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials of Scotland, i., pp. 213, 223.
3 Religio Medici, /Vorks (Bohn), p. 43 f.
3 Collection of Rare and Curious Tracts Relating to Witchcraft, I^ondon, 

1838. Cf. Lecky, Hist, of the Rise and Influence of the Spirit of Rationalism 
in Europe, 3rd ed., 1866, i., p. 120. The reader is referred to this able work, 
as well as to Buckle’s Hist, of Civilisation, for much interesting information 
regarding magic and witchcraft, as well as religious superstition and miraculous 
pretensions generally.
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we ask again : What has now become of the belief in demoniacal 
possession and sorcery ? It has utterly disappeared. “ Joseph 
Mede, T-ardner, Dr. Mead, Paley, and all the learned modem 
writers ” with Dean Milman, as we have seen, explain it away, and 
such a theory of disease and elemental disturbance is universally 
recognised to hat e been a groundless superstition. The countless 
number of persons tormented and put to death for the supposed 
crime of witchcraft and sorcery were mere innocent victims to 
ignorance and credulity. At the commencement of our era every 
disease was ascribed to the agency of demons simply because the 
nature of disease was not understood, and the writers of the 
Gospels were not, in this respect, one whit more enlightened than 
the Jews. The progress of science, however, has not only dispelled 
the superstitious theory as regards disease in our time ; its effects 
are retrospective. Science not only declares the ascription of 
disease to demoniacal possession or malignity to be an idle super
stition now, but it equally repudiates the assumption of such a 
cause at any time. The diseases referred by the Gospels, and by 
the Jews of that time, to the action of devils, exist now, but they 
are known to proceed from purely physical causes. The same 
superstition and medical ignorance would enunciate the same 
diagnosis at the present day. The superstition and ignorance, 
however, have passed away, and with them the demoniacal 
theory. In that day the theory was as baseless as in this. This 
is the logical conclusion of every educated man.

It is obvious that, with the necessary abandonment of the 
theory of “ possession ” and demoniacal origin of disease, the 
largest class of miracles recorded in the Gospels is at once 
exploded. The asserted cause of the diseases of this class, said 
to have been miraculously healed, must be recognised to be a 
mere vulgar superstition, and the narratives of such miracles, 
ascribing as they do, in perfect simplicity, distinct objectivity to the 
supposed “ possessing ” demons, and reporting their very words 
and actions, at once assume the character of mere imaginative and 
fabulous writings based upon superstitious tradition, and cannot be 
accepted as the sober and intelligent report of eye-witnesses. We 
shall presently see how far this inference is supported by the 
literary evidence regarding the date and composition of the 
Gospels.

The deduction, however, does not end here. It is clear that, 
this large class of Gospel miracles being due to the superstition of 
an ignorant and credulous age, the insufficiency of the evidence 
for any of the other supposed miraculous occurrences narrated in 
the same documents becomes at once apparent. Nothing but the 
most irrefragable testimony could possibly warrant belief in state
ments of supernatural events which contradict all experience, and
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are opposed to all science. When these statements, however, are 
not only rendered, a priori, suspicious by their proceeding from a 
period of the grossest superstition and credulity, but it becomes 
evident that a considerable part of them are due solely to that 
superstition and credulity, by which, moreover, the rest may 
likewise be most naturally explained, they cannot stand against the 
opposing conviction of invariable experience. The force of the 
testimony is gone. We are far from using this language in an 
offensive sense concerning the Gospel narratives, which, by the 
simple faith of the writers, present the most noble aspect of the 
occurrences of which superstition is capable. Indeed, viewed as 
compositions gradually rising out of pious tradition, and 
representing the best spirit of their times, the Gospels, even in 
ascribing such miracles to Jesus, are a touching illustration of the 
veneration excited by his elevated character. Devout enthusiasm 
surrounded his memory with the tradition of the highest exhibi
tions of power within the range of Jewish imagination, and that 
these conceptions represent merely an idealised form of prevalent 
superstition was not only natural, but inevitable. We shall here
after fully examine the character of the Gospels, but it will be 
sufficient here to point out that none of these writings lays claim 
to any special inspiration, or in the slightest degree pretends to be 
more than a human composition,1 and subject to the errors of 
human history.

We have seen how incompetent those who lived at the time 
when the Gospel miracles are supposed to have taken place were 
to furnish reliable testimony regarding such phenomena; and the 
gross mistake committed in regard to the largest class of these 
miracles, connected with demoniacal possession, altogether destroys 
the value of the evidence for the rest, and connects the whole, as 
might have been expected, with the general superstition and 
ignorance of the period. It may be well to inquire, further, 
whether there is any valid reason for excepting any of the miracles 
of Scripture from this fate, and whether there was any special 
“ Age of Miracles ” at all, round which a privileged line can be 
drawn on any reasonable ground.

We have already pointed out that the kind of evidence which 
is supposed to attest the Divine revelation of Christianity, so far 
from being invented for the purpose, was so hackneyed, so to 
speak, as scarcely to attract the notice of the nation to which the 
revelation was, in the first instance, addressed. Not only did the

1 See, for instance, the reasons for the composition of the third Gospel states! 
in the first four verses. It was clearly intended in the first instance to lie a 
private document for the use of Theophilus.
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Old Testament contain accounts of miracles of every one of the 
types related in the New, but most of them were believed to be 
commonly performed both before and after the commencement of 
the Christian era. That demons were successfully exorcised, and 
diseases cured, by means of spells and incantations, was never 
doubted by the Jewish nation. Satanic miracles, moreover, are 
not only recognised throughout the Old and New Testaments, but 
formed a leading feature of the Patristic creed. The early 
Christians were as ready as the heathen to ascribe every inexplicable 
occurrence to supernatural agency, and the only difference between 
them was as to the nature of that agency. The Jews and their 
heathen neighbours were too accustomed to supposed preter
natural occurrences to feel much surprise or incredulity at the 
account of Christian miracles; and it is characteristic of the 
universal superstition of the period that the Fathers did not dream 
of denying the reality of Pagan miracles, but merely attributed 
them to demons, whilst they asserted the Divine origin of their 
own. The reality of the powers of sorcery was never questioned. 
Every marvel and every narrative of supernatural interference 
with human affairs seemed matter of course to the superstitious 
credulity of the age. However much miracles are exceptions to 
the order of nature, they have always been the rule in the history 
of ignorance. In fact, the excess of belief in them throughout 
many centuries of darkness is fatal to their claims to credence 
now. The Christian miracles are rendered as suspicious from 
their place in a long sequence of similar occurrences, as they are 
by being exceptions to the sequence of natural phenomena. It 
would indeed be extraordinary if whole cycles of miracles occurring 
before and since those of the Gospels, and in connection with 
every religion, could be repudiated as fables, and those alone 
maintained as genuine.

No attempt is made to deny the fact that miracles are common 
to all times and to all religious creeds. Newman states among 
the conclusions of his essay on the miracles of early ecclesiastical 
history: “ That there was no Age of Miracles, after which miracles 
ceased; that there have been at all times true miracles and false 
miracles, true accounts and false accounts; that no authoritative 
guide is supplied to us for drawing the line between the two.”1 
Dr. Mozley also admits that morbid love of the marvellous in the 
human race “ has produced a constant stream of miraculous 
pretension in the world, which accompanies man wherever he is 
found, and is a part of his mental and physical history.”2 Igno
rance and its invariable attendant, superstition, have done more

' Two Essays on Scripture Miracles, etc., 1870, p. too.
1 Bampton Lectures, p. 206.
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than mere love of the marvellous to produce and perpetuate 
belief in miracles, and there cannot be any doubt that the removal 
of ignorance always leads to their cessation.1 The Bampton 
lecturer proceeds : “ Heathenism had its running stream of super
natural pretensions in the shape of prophecy, exorcism, and the 
miraculous cures of diseases, which the temples of Esculapius 
recorded with pompous display.”’ So far from the Gospel miracles 
being original, and a presentation, for the first time, of phenomena 
until then unknown and unlikely to suggest themselves to the 
mind, “ Jewish supematuralism was indeed going on side by side 
with our Lord’s miracles.”3 Dr. Mozley, however, rebuts the 
inference which has been drawn from this, “ That His miracles 
could not, in the very nature of the case, be evidences of His 
distinctive teaching and mission, inasmuch as miracles were 
common to Himself and His opponents,” by the assertion that a 
very marked distinction exists between the Gospel miracles and 
all others.4 He perfectly recognises the consequence if such a 
distinction cannot be clearly demonstrated. “ The criticism, 
therefore, which evidential miracles, or miracles which serve as 
evidence of a revelation, must come up to, if they are to accom
plish the object for which they are designed, involves at the outset 
this condition—that the evidence of such miracles must be 
distinguishable from the evidences of this permanent stream of 
miraculous pretension in the world ; that such miracles must be 
separated by an interval not only from the facts of the order of 
nature, but also from the common running miraculous, which is 
the simple offshoot of human nature. Can evidential miracles 
be inserted in this promiscuous mass, so as not to be confounded 
with it, but to assert their own truth and distinctive source ? If 
they cannot, there is an end to the proof of a revelation by miracles; 
if they can, it remains to see whether the Christian miracles are 
thus distinguishable, and whether their nature, their object, and 
their evidence vindicate their claim to this distinctive truth and 
Divine source.”*

Now, regarding this distinction between Gospel and other 
miracles, it must be observed that the religious feeling which 
influenced the composition of the Scripture narratives of miracles 
naturally led to the exclusion of all that was puerile or ignoble in 
the traditions preserved regarding the Great Master. The elevated 
character of Jesus afforded no basis for what was petty, and the 
devotion with which he was regarded when the Gospels were 
written insured the noblest treatment of his history within certain

1 Cf. Buckle, Hist, o f Civilisation, i., p. 373 ff.; cf. p. 122 ff.; iii., p. 35. 
3 Hampton Lectures, p. 206.
3 lb ., p. 209. 4 Lb., p. 209. * lb ., p. 208.
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limits. We must, therefore, consider the bare facts composing 
the miracles, rather than the narrative of the manner in which 
they are said to have been produced, in order rightly to judge of 
the comparative features of different miracles. If we take the 
case of a person raised from the dead, literary skill may invest 
the account with more or less of dramatic interest and dignity; 
but, whether the main fact be surrounded with pathetic and 
picturesque details, as in the account of the raising of Lazarus in 
the fourth Gospel, or the person be simply restored to life without 
them, it is the fact of the resurrection which constitutes the 
miracle, and it is in the facts alone that we must seek distinction, 
disregarding and distrusting the accessories. In the one case the 
effect may be much more impressive, but in the other the bare 
raising of the dead is not a whit less miraculous. We have been 
accustomed to read the Gospel narratives of miracles with so 
much special veneration that it is now difficult to recognise how- 
much of the distinction of these miracles is due to the composition, 
and to their place in the history of Jesus. No other miracles, or 
account of miracles, ever had such collateral advantages.

The Archbishop of Dublin says : “ Few points present greater 
difficulties than the attempt to fix accurately the moment when 
these miraculous powers were withdrawn from the Church ” ; and 
he argues that they were withdrawn when it entered into what he 
calls its permanent state, and no longer required “ these props and 
strengthenings of the infant plant.”1 That their retrocession was 
gradual he considers natural, and he imagines the fulness of 
Divine power as gradually waning as it was subdivided, first 
among the Apostles and then among the ever-multiplying 
members of the Church, until by sub-division it became virtually 
extinct, leaving as a substitute “ the standing wonder of a 
Church.”3 This, of course, is not argument, but merely the Arch
bishop’s fanciful explanation of a serious difficulty. The fact is, 
however, that the Gospel miracles were preceded and accompanied 
by others of the same type, and were also followed by a long 
succession of others, quite as well authenticated, whose occurrence 
only became less frequent in proportion as the diffusion of 
knowledge dispelled popular credulity. Even at the present day 
a stray miracle is from time to time reported in outlying districts, 
where the ignorance and superstition which formerly produced so 
abundant a growth of them are not yet entirely dispelled.

Papias of Hierapolis narrates a wonderful story, according to 
Eusebius, which he had heard from the daughters of the Apostle 
Philip, who lived at the same time in Hierapolis : “ For he relates 
that a dead man was restored to life in his day.”3 Justin Martyr,

3 Eusebius, H. E . , iii. 39.* Notes on Miracles, p. 54. 3 lb ;  P- SS-
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speaking of his own time, frequently asserts that Christians still 
receive the gift of healing, of foreknowledge, and of prophecy,1 
and he points out to the Roman Senate, as a fact happening under 
their own observation, that many demoniacs throughout all the 
world and in their own city have been healed, and are healed, 
many of the Christian men among us exorcising them in the name 
of Jesus Christ, subduing and expelling the possessing demons 
out of the man, although all the other exorcists, with incantations 
and spells, had failed to do so.1 2 3 Theophilus of Antioch likewise 
states that to his day demons are exorcised.5 Irenaeus, in the 
clearest manner, claims for the Church of his time the continued 
possession of the Divine xaP“THxlTa- He contrasts the miracles 
of the followers of Simon and Carpocrates, which he ascribes to 
magical illusions, with those of Christians. “ For they can neither 
give sight to the blind,” he continues, “ nor to the deaf hearing, 
nor cast out all demons, but only those introduced by themselves 
—if they can even do that—nor heal the sick, the lame, the 
paralytic, nor those afflicted in other parts of the body, as has
been often done in regard to bodily infirmity....... But so far are
they from raising the dead, as the Lord raised them and the 
Apostles by prayer, and as frequently in the brotherhood, when 
the whole Church in a place made supplication with much fasting 
and prayer, the spirit of the dead was constrained to return, and 
the man was freely restored in answer to the prayers of the saints, 
—that they do not believe this can possibly be done.”4 Dr. 
Mozley, who desires, for the purpose of his argument, to weaken 
the evidence of patristic belief in the continuance of miracles, 
says, regarding this last passage on raising the dead : “ But the 
reference is so vague that it possesses but little weight as testi
mony.”5 The language of Irenaeus is vague only in so far as 
specific detailed instances are not given of the miracles referred 
to ; but no language could be more definite or explicit to express 
his meaning—-namely, the assertion that the prayers of Christian 
communities had frequently restored the dead to life. Eusebius, 
who quotes the passage and who has preserved to us the original 
Greek, clearly recognised this. He says, when making the 
quotations : “ In the second book of the same work he [Irenaeus] 
testifies that up to his time tokens of Divine and miraculous 
power remained in some Churches.”6 In the next chapter, Irenaeus 
further says: “ On which account also his true disciples, receiving.

1 Cf. Dial. t. T r y p h xxxix., lxxxii., lxxxviii., etc.
'J Apol., ii. 6, cf. Dial. e. T ryp h o n xxx., lxxvi., lxxxv., etc.
3 A d Aiitolycum, ii. 8,
4 Iremeus, Adv. H er., ii. 31, § 2 ; Eusebius, H. E ., v. 7.
5 Bampton Lectures, Note i. on Lecture VIII. (p. 2io), p. 371.
6 H. £ . ,  v. 7.
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grace from him, work (miracles) in his name for the benefit of the 
rest of mankind, according to the gift received from him by each 
of them. For some do certainly and truly (/Jc/Sawus xal dA.j;0 <3s) 
cast out demons, so that frequently those very men who have thus 
been cleansed from the evil spirits both believe and are now in the 
Church. And some have foreknowledge of future occurrences 
and visions and prophetic utterances. Others heal the sick by the 
imposition of hands, and make them whole. Indeed, as we have 
already stated, even the dead have been raised up, and have 
remained with us for many years. And what more shall I say ? 
It is not possible to state the number of the gifts which the 
Church throughout the world has received from God in the name 
of Jesus Christ, crucified under Pontius Pilate, and which she 
each day employs for the benefit of the heathen,” etc.1

Tertullian speaks with the most perfect assurance of miracles 
occurring in his day, and of the power of healing and of casting 
out devils still possessed by Christians. In one place, for instance, 
after asserting the power which they have generally over demons, 
so that, if a person possessed by a devil be brought before one of 
the Roman tribunals, a follower of Christ can at once compel the 
wicked spirit within bini to confess that he is a demon, even if he 
had before asserted himself to be a god, he proceeds to say: “ So, 
at our touch and breathing, violently affected by the contempla
tion and representation of those fires [of hell], they [demons] also 
depart at our command out of bodies, reluctant and complaining, 
and put to shame in your presence.”2 He declares that, although 
dreams are chiefly inflicted upon us by demons, yet they are also 
sent by God, and, indeed, “ almost the greater part of mankind 
derive their knowledge concerning God from visions.”3 He, else
where, states that he himself knows that a brother was severely 
castigated by a vision the same night on which his slaves had, 
without his knowledge, done something reprehensible/ He 
narrates, as an instance of the continued possession of spiritual 
charismata by Christians: “ There is at this day amongst us a sister 
who has the gift of revelations, which she receives in church 
amidst the solemnities of the Lord’s Day by ecstasy in the spirit; 
she converses with angels, and sometimes also with the Lord, and 
she both hears and sees mysteries (sacramenta), and she reads the 
hearts of some men, and prescribes medicines to those who are in 
need.”5 Tertullian goes ori to say that, after the people were

1 Eusebius, / / .  £ . ,  v. 7 ; Adv. I/wr., ii. 32, 8 4 ; cf. v. 6, § i.; cf. T h e o p h i lu s ,  
A d Autol., i. 13.

2 Apologeticus, ji 23, cf. De Idol., § 11 ; De Spectac., 8 29 ; De Exhort. 
Cast i t.,  $j 10 ; A d  Scapulam, 8 4 ; De Anima, 8 57.

3 De A nim a, 8 47 ; De Idol., 8 15. * De Idol., 8 15.
5 D e Anim a, 8 9.
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dismissed from the church, this sister was in the regular habit of 
reporting what she had seen, and that most diligent inquiries were 
made in order to test the truth of her com m unicationsand, 
after narrating a vision of a disembodied soul vouchsafed to her, 
he states : “ This is the vision, God being witness, and the Apostle2 
having foretold that such spiritual gifts should be in the Church.”-* 
Further on Tertullian relates a story within his own knowledge: 
“ I know the case of a woman, bom within the fold of the Church, 
who was in the prime of life and beauty. After being but once, 
and only a short time, married, having fallen asleep in peace, in 
the interval before interment, when the presbyter began to pray, as 
she was being made ready for burial, at the first breath of prayer she 
removed her hands from her sides, folded them in the attitude of 
supplication, and again, when the last rites were over, restored them 
to their former position.”* He then mentions another story known 
amongst them—that a dead body in a cemetery moved itself in 
order to make room beside it for another body ;5 and then he 
remarks : “ If similar cases are also reported amongst the heathen, 
we conclude that God displays signs of his power for the consola
tion of his own people, and as a testimony to others.”6 Again, he 
mentions cases where Christians had cured persons of demoniacal 
possession, and adds: “ And how many men of position (for we 
do not speak of the vulgar) have been delivered either from devils 
or from diseases ?”r Tertullian, in the same place, refers to the 
miracle of the “ Thundering Legion,”8 and he exclaims : “ When, 
indeed, have not droughts been removed by our prayers and 
fastings ?”» Minucius Felix speaks of the casting out of devils 
from sick persons by Christians in his own day as a matter of 
public notoriety even among Pagans. *° St. Cyprian echoes the 
same assertions.” He likewise mentions cases of miraculous 
punishment inflicted upon persons who had lapsed from the 
Christian faith. One of these, who ascended the Capitol to make 
denial of Christ, suddenly became dumb after he had spoken the 
words.12 Another—a woman—was seized by an unclean spirit even 
at the baths, and bit with her own teeth the impious tongue which 
had eaten the idolatrous food, or spoken the words, and she 
shortly expired in great agony.'* He likewise maintains that 
Christians are admonished by God in dreams and by visions, of 
which he mentions instances.1'* Origen. claims for Christians the

I De Amina, § 9. 2 1 Cor. xii. 1 ff. 3 De Amina, § 9. 4 /A., § 51.
5 lb. § 51 . 6 lb., § 51. 7 Ad Scapulum, § 4 .
8 C f. Eusebius, / / .  E ., v. 5. 9 Ad Scaipulurn, § 4. 10 Octavius, $ 27.

II Tract, ii., De Idol. Tan it ate, § 7 ; Ad De metrianti nt, $ 15.
12 De Lapsis, $ 24. 13 lb., 24, cf. §$ 25, 26.
14 Ep.y liii., §§ 1-5 ; lxii., § 17 ; lxviii., §§ 9, 10 (ed. Migne); De Mortolidi

late, § 19.
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power still to expel demons and to heal diseases in the name of 
Jesus,1 and he states that he had seen many persons so cured of 
madness and countless other evils, which could not be otherwise 
cured by men or devils.2 lactantius repeatedly asserts the power 
of Christians over demons ; they make them flee from bodies 
when they adjure them in the name of God.3

Passing over the numerous apocryphal writings of the early 
centuries of our era, in which many miracles are recorded, we 
find in the pages of Eusebius narratives of many miraculous 
occurrences. Many miracles are ascribed to Narcissus, Bishop of 
Jerusalem, of which Eusebius relates several. While the vigils of 
the great watch of the Passover were being kept, the oil failed; 
whereupon Narcissus commanded that water from the neigh
bouring well should be poured into the lamps. Having prayed 
over the water, it was changed into oil, of which a specimen had 
been preserved until that time.'* On another occasion, three men 
having spread some vile slanders against Narcissus, which they 
confirmed by an oath, and with imprecations upon themselves of 
death by a miserable disease, of death by fire, and of blindness, 
respectively, if their statements were not true, omnipotent justice 
in each case inflicted upon the wretches the curse which each had 
invoked.3 The election of Fabianus to the episcopal chair of 
Rome was marked by the descent of a dove from on high, which 
rested upon his head, as the Holy Ghost had descended upon our 
Saviour.6 At Caesarea Philippi there is a statue of Jesus Christ, 
which Eusebius states that he himself had seen, said to have been 
erected by the woman healed of the bloody issue, and on the 
pedestal grows a strange plant as high as the hem of the brazen 
garment, which is an antidote to all diseases.? Great miracles 
are recorded as taking place during the persecutions in Caesarea.8

Gregory of Nyssa gives an account of many wonderful works 
performed by his namesake Gregory of Neo-Caesarea, who was 
called Thaumaturgus from the miraculous power which he 
possessed and very freely exercised. The Virgin Mary and the 
Apostle John appeared to him, on one occasion, when he was in 
doubt as to the doctrine which he ought to preach, and, at the 
request of Mary, the Apostle gave him all needful instructions.^ 
If his faith did not move mountains, it moved a huge rock to 
convert a pagan priest.10 He drove a demon out of a heathen

1 Contra Cels., i. 67, 2, 6, 46 ; ii. 33 ; ii. 24, 28, 36.
2 I t.,  iii. 24. 3 Instil. D iv ., ii. 16, iv. 27, v. 22.
4 Eusebius, H. E ., vi. 9. 5 I t.,  vi. 9. 6 I t .,  vi. 29.
7 I t., H. E ., vii. 18; cf. Sozomen, H. E ., v. 21.
8 Eusebius, De Martyr. Pal list., iv., ix .; cf. Theodoret, II. E ., iv. 22.
9 Greg. N y s s . ,  De flit. Greg. Thaum., i i i . ,  p. 5 4 5  f.

“  f t . ,  p . 5 50 .
H
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temple in which he had taken refuge, and the evil spirit could not 
re-enter until he gave permission.1 Nyssen relates how St. Gregory 
averted an armed contest of two brothers who quarrelled about 
the possession of a lake on their father’s property. The saint 
passed the night in prayer beside the lake, and in the morning it 
was found dried up.2 On another occasion he rescued the 
country from the devastation of a mountain stream, which periodi
cally burst the dykes by which it was restrained • and inundated 
the plain. He went on foot to the place and, invoking the name 
of Christ, fixed his staff in the earth at the place where the torrent 
had broken through. The staff took root and became a tree, and 
the stream never again burst its bounds. The inhabitants of the 
district were converted to Christianity by this miracle. The tree 
was still living in Nyssen’s time, and he had seen the bed of the 
lake covered with trees, pastures, and cottages.3 Two vagabond 
Jews once attempted to deceive him. One of them lay down and 
pretended to be dead, while the other begged money from the 
saint wherewith to buy him a shroud. St. Gregory quietly took 
off his cloak and laid it on the man, and walked away. His 
companion found that he was really dead.4 St. Gregory expelled 
demons from persons possessed, healed the sick, and performed 
many other miracles ;5 and his signs and wonders are not only 
attested by Gregory of Nyssa, but by St. Basil,6 whose grand
mother, St. Macrina, was brought up at Neo-Caesarea by the 
immediate followers of the saint.

Athanasius, in his memoir of St. Anthony, who began to lead 
the life of a recluse about a . d .  270, gives particulars of many 
miracles performed by the saint. Although he possessed great 
power over demons, and delivered many persons possessed 
by them, Satan tormented him sadly, and he was constantly 
beset by legions of devils. One night Satan with a troop of 
evil spirits so belaboured the saint that he lay on the ground 
speechless and almost dead from their blows.? We have already 
referred to the case of Natalius, who was scourged by angels

1 Greg., Nyss., D s Vil. Greg. Thaum ., p. 548. Cf. Socrates, H. £ . ,  iv. 27. 
He gave this permission in writing “  Gregory to Satan : Enter.”—rpr/yipios 
rip iM TaPf, EtcreXfle.

2 lb ., p. 55s f. 3 lb ., p. 558 ff.
4 lb ., tii., p. 561 f. The same story is related of St. Epiphanius of 

Cyprus, and Sozomen sees no ground for doubting the veracity of either 
account. He states that St. Epiphanius also performed many other miracles 
(H. £ . ,  vii. 27).

* lb ;  PP- 541, SSL 552, 553, 566, 567, 577.
6 De Spir. Sancto, c. 29, tom. iii., pp. 62, 63, Bened.; cf. Ep. 204, p. 

3 0 6 .
7 S. Athanasii, Vita et Corners. S. Antonii, §§ 8, Opp. tom. i., pars, ii., 

p. 802 ff., Bened.
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during a whole night, till he was brought to repentance.1 Upon 
one occasion, when St. Anthony had retired to his cell resolved to 
pass a time in perfect solitude, a certain soldier came to his door 
and remained long there knocking and supplicating the saint to 
come and deliver his daughter, who was tormented by a demon. 
At length St. Anthony addressed the man and told him to go, 
and if he believed in Jesus Christ and prayed to God his prayer 
should be fulfilled. The man believed, invoked Jesus Christ, and 
his daughter was delivered from the demon.3 As Anthony was 
once travelling across the desert to visit another monastery, the 
water of the caravan failed them, and his companions in despair 
threw themselves on the ground. St. Anthony, however, retired 
a little apart, and in answer to his prayer a spring of water issued 
at the place where he was kneeling.^ A man named Fronto, who 
was afflicted with leprosy, begged his prayers, and was ordered by 
the saint to go into Egypt, where he should be healed. Fronto at 
first refused, but, being told that he could not be healed if he 
remained, the sick man went believing, and as soon as he came in 
sight of Egypt he was made whole.4 Another miracle was 
performed by Anthony at Alexandria in the presence of St. 
Athanasius. As they were leaving the city a woman cried after 
him, “ Man of God, stay; my daughter is cruelly troubled by a 
demon and she entreated him to stop lest she herself should die 
in running after him. At the request of Athanasius and the rest, 
the saint paused, and, as the woman came up, her daughter fell on 
the ground convulsed. St. Anthony prayed in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and immediately the girl rose perfectly restored to health, 
and delivered from the evil spirit.s He astonished a number of 
pagan philosophers, who had come to dispute with him, by 
delivering several demoniacs, making the sign of the cross over 
them three times, and invoking the name of Jesus Christ.6 It is 
unnecessary, however, to multiply instances of his miraculous 
power to drive out demons and heal diseases,7 and to perform 
other wonderful works. St. Athanasius, who was himself for a 
long time a personal follower of St. Anthony, protests in his 
preface to the biography his general accuracy, he having every
where been mindful of the truth.8

Hilarion, again, a disciple of St. Anthony, performed many 
miracles, an account of some of which is given by St. Jerome. 
He restored sight to a woman who had been blind for no less than

1 Eusebius, H. £ ., v. 28. 3 Vila, § 48, p. 832.
3 I t., § 54, p. 836 f. 4 lb., § 57, p. 839. . ,
5 I t., § 71, P- 849. 6 O’., § 72, p. 849.
1 Cf. it., §§ 55, 58, 61, 62, 63, 64, 70, etc. C J O O / l  o
•/*., p. 797.
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ten years; he cast out devils, and miraculously cured many 
diseases. Rain fell in answer to his prayers, and he further 
exhibited his power over the elements by calming a stormy sea. 
When he was buried, ten months after his death, not only was his 
body as perfect as though he had been alive, but it emitted a 
delightful perfume. He was so favoured of God that, long after, 
diseases were healed and demons expelled at his tomb.' 
St. Macarius, the Egyptian, is said to have restored a dead man 
to life in order to convince an unbeliever of the truth of the 
resurrection.® St. Martin, of Tours, restored to life a certain 
catechumen who had died of a fever, and Sulpicius, his disciple, 
states that the man, who lived for many years after, was known to 
himself, although not until after the miracle. He also restored 
to life a servant who had hung himself.3 He performed a multi
tude of other miracles, to which we need not here more minutely 
refer. The relics of the two martyrs Protavius and Gervasius, 
whose bones, with much fresh blood, the miraculous evidence of 
their martyrdom and identity, were discovered by St. Ambrose, 
worked a number of miracles. A man suffering from demoniacal 
possession indicated the proximity of the relics by his convulsions. 
St. Augustine states that he himself was in Milan when a blind 
man, who merely touched the cloth which covered the two bodies 
as they were being moved to a neighbouring church, regained his 
sight.4 Paulinus relates many miracles performed by his master, 
St. Ambrose, himself. He not only cast out many demons and 
healed the sick,5 but he also raised the dead. Whilst the saint 
was staying in the house of a distinguished Christian friend, his 
child, who a fewdays before had been delivered from an unclean spirit, 
suddenly expired. The mother, an exceedingly religious woman, full 
of faith and the fear of God, carried the dead boy down and laid 
him on the saint’s bed during his absence. When St. Ambrose 
returned, filled with compassion for the mother and struck by her 
faith, he stretched himself, like Elisha, on the body of the child, 
praying, and restored him living to his mother. Paulinus relates 
this miracle with minute particulars of name and address.6

St. Augustine asserts that miracles are still performed in his day 
in the name of Jesus Christ, either by means of his sacraments or 
by the prayers or relics of his saints, although they are not so well 
known as those of old, and he gives an account of many miracles 
which had recently taken place.? After referring to the miracle

■ Sozomen, H. E ., iii. 14. 3 lb., H. E., iii. 14.
3 Sulpicius, Vita S. Mart.; cf. Sozomen, H. E., iii. 14.
4 Ambrose, Epist. Class., i. 22; August., De Civ. Dei, xxii. 8 ; Paulinus, 

Vita S. Ambrosii, § 14 f.
5 Vita S. Amir., §§ 21, 43, 44.
6 lb., § 28. 1 DeCiv. Dei, xxii. 8.
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performed by the relics of the two martyrs upon the blind man in 
Milan, which occurred when he was there, he goes on to narrate 
the miraculous cure of a friend of his own, named Innocent, 
formerly advocate of the prefecture in Carthage, where Augustine 
was, and beheld it with his own eyes (ubi nos interfuimus et ocu/is 
aspeximus nosiris). A lady of rank in the same city was 
miraculously healed of an incurable cancer, and St. Augustine is 
indignant at the apathy of her friends which allowed so great 
a miracle to be so little known.1 An inhabitant of the 
neighbouring town of Curubis was cured of paralysis and other 
ills by being baptised. When Augustine heard of this, although 
it was reported on very good authority, the man himself was 
brought to Carthage by order of the holy bishop Aurelius in order 
that the truth might be ascertained. Augustine states that on one 
occasion, during his absence, a tribunitian man among them named 
Hesperius, who had a farm close by called Zubedi, in the Fussalian 
district, begged one of the Christian presbyters to go and drive 
away some evil spirits whose malice sorely afflicted his servants 
and cattle. One of the presbyters accordingly went and offered 
the sacrifice of the body of Christ with earnest prayer, and by the 
mercy of God the evil was removed. Now, Hesperius happened 
to have received from one of his friends a piece of the sacred 
earth of Jerusalem, where Jesus Christ was buried and rose again 
the third day, and he had hung it up in his room to protect 
himself from the evil spirits. When his house had been freed 
from them, however, he begged St. Augustine and his colleague 
Maximinus, who happened to be in that neighbourhood, to come 
to him, and, after telling them all that had happened, he prayed 
them to bury the piece of earth in some place where Christians 
could assemble for the worship of God. They consented and did 
as he desired. A young peasant of the neighbourhood who was 
paralytic, hearing of this, begged that he might be carried without 
delay to the holy spot, where he offered up prayer, and rose up 
and went away on his feet perfectly cured. About thirty miles 
from Hippo, at a farm called Victoriana, there was a memorial to 
the two martyrs Protavius and Gervasius. To this, Augustine 
relates, was brought a young man who, having gone one summer 
day at noon to water his horse in the river, was possessed by a 
demon. The lady to whom the place belonged came, according 
to her custom, in the evening with her servants and some holy 
women to sing hymns and pray. On hearing them, the demoniac 
started up and seized the altar with a terrible shudder, without 
daring to move and as if bound to it, and the demon, praying with 
a loud voice for mercy, confessed where and when he had entered

1 De Civ. Dei, xxii. 8.
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into the young man. At last the demon named all the members 
of his body, with threats to cut them off as he made his exit, and 
saying these words came out of him. In doing so, however, the 
eye of the youth fell from its socket on to his cheek, retained only 
by a small vein, as by a root, whilst the pupil became altogether 
white. Well pleased, however, that the young man had been 
freed from the evil spirit, they returned the eye to its place as well 
as they could, and bound it up with a handkerchief, praying 
fervently, and one of his relatives said : “ God, who drove out the 
demon at the prayer of his saints, can also restore the sight.” On 
removing the bandage seven days after, the eye was found perfectly 
whole. St. Augustine knew a girl of Hippo who was delivered 
from a demon by the application of oil, with which had mingled 
the tears of the presbyter who was praying for her. He also knew 
a bishop who prayed for a youth possessed by a demon, although 
he had not even seen him, and the young man was at once 
cured.

Augustine further gives particulars of many miracles performed 
by the relics of the most glorious martyr Stephen.1 By their 
virtue the blind receive their sight, the sick are healed, the 
impenitent converted, and the dead are restored to life. “ Andurus 
is the name of an estate,” Augustine says, “ where there is a church, 
and in it is a shrine dedicated to the martyr Stephen. A certain 
little boy was playing in the court, when unruly bullocks drawing 
a waggon crushed him with the wheel, and immediately he lay in 
the agonies of death. Then his mother raised him up, and placed 
him at the shrine, and he not only came to life again, but had 
manifestly received no injury. A certain religious woman, who 
lived in a neighbouring property called Caspalianus, being dan
gerously ill and her life despaired of, her tunic was carried to the 
same shrine; but before it was brought back she had expired. 
Nevertheless, her relatives covered the body with this tunic, and 
she received back the spirit and was made whole. At Hippo a 
certain man named Bassus, a Syrian, was praying at the shrine of 
the same martyr for his daughter, who was sick and in great peril, 
and he had brought her dress with him ; when lo ! some of his 
household came running to announce to him that she was dead. 
But, as he was engaged in prayer, they were stopped by his friends, 
who prevented their telling him, lest he should give way to his 
grief in public. When he returned to his house, which already 
resounded with, the wailing of his household, he cast over the 
body of his daughter her mantle, which he had with him, and 
immediately she was restored to life. Again, in the same city, 
the son of a certain man among us named Irenaeus, a collector of

1 De Civ. Dei, xxii. 8.
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taxes, became sick and died. As the dead body lay, and they 
were preparing, with wailing and lamentation, to bury it, one 
of his friends, consoling him, suggested that the body should 
be anointed with oil from the same martyr. This was done, and 
the child came to life again. In the same way a man among us 
named Elusinus, formerly a tribune, laid the body of his child, 
who had died from sickness, on a memorial of the martyr which 
is in his villa in the suburbs, and after he had prayed, with many 
tears, he took up the child living.”1 St. Augustine further relates 
some remarkable cases : “ Eucharius, a presbyter from Spain, 
resided at Calama, who had for a long time suffered from stone. 
By the relics of the same martyr, which the Bishop Possidius 
brought to him, he was made whole. The same presbyter, after
wards succumbing to another disease, lay dead, so that they were 
already binding his hands. Succour came from the relics of the 
martyr, for the tunic of the presbyter being brought back from 
the relics and placed upon his body, he revived.”2

Two objections have been raised to the importance of the 
miracles reported by St. Augustine, to which we must briefly 
refer.3 ( i)  That “ his notices of the cases in which persons had 
been raised to life again are so short, bare, and summary that they 
evidently represent no more than mere report, and report of a 
very vague kind.” (2) “ That, with the preface which Augustine 
prefixes to his list, he cannot be said even to profess to guarantee 
the truth or accuracy of the different instances contained in it.”

It is true that in several cases Augustine gives the account of 
miraculous cures at greater length than those of restoration to 
life. It seems to us that this is almost inevitable at all times, and 
that the reason is obvious. Where the miracle consists merely of 
the cure of disease, details are naturally given to show the nature 
and intensity of the sickness, and they are necessary not only for 
the comprehension of the cure, but to show its importance. In 
the case of restoration to life, the mere statement of the death and 
assertion of the subsequent resurrection exclude all need of 
details. The pithy reddita est vita, or factum est et revixit, is 
more striking than any more prolix narrative. In fact, the greater 
the miracle the more natural is conciseness and simplicity; and, 
practically, we find that Augustine gives a more lengthy and 
verbose report of trifling cures, whilst he relates the more 
important with greater brevity and force. He narrates many of 
his cases of miraculous cure, however, as briefly as those in which 
the dead are raised. We have quoted the latter, and the reader 
must judge whether they are unduly curt. One thing may be

1 Dc Civ. Dei, xxii. 8. 2 lb., xxii. 8.
3 Mozley, Bamplon Lectures, p. 372 f.
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affirmed, that nothing of importance is omitted, and in regard to  
essential details they are explicit as the mass of other cases 
reported. In every instance names and addresses are stated, and 
it will have been observed that all these miracles occurred in, or 
close to, Hippo, and in his own diocese. It is very certain that 
in every case the fact of the miracle is asserted in the most direct 
and positive terms. There can be no mistake either as to the 
meaning or intention of the narrative, and there is no symptom 
whatever of a thought on the part of Augustine to avoid the 
responsibility of his statements, or to give them as mere vague 
report. If we compare these accounts with those of the Gospels, 
we do not find them deficient in any essential detail common to 
the latter. There is in the Synoptic Gospels only one case in 
which Jesus is said to have raised the dead. The raising of 
Jairus’ daughter* has long been abandoned, as a case of restora
tion to life, by all critics and theologians, except the few who still 
persist in ignoring the distinct and positive declaration of Jesus, 
“ The damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” The only case, there
fore, in the Synoptics is the account in the third Gospel of the 
raising of the widow’s son,3 of which, strange to say, the other 
Gospels know nothing. Now, although, as might have been 
expected, this narrative is much more highly coloured and 
picturesque, the difference is chiefly literary, and, indeed, there are 
really fewer important details given than in the account by 
Augustine, for instance, of the restoration to life of the daughter 
of Bassus the Syrian, which took place at Hippo, of which he was 
bishop, and where he actually resided. Augustine’s object in 
giving his list of miracles did not require him to write picturesque 
narratives. He merely desired to state bare facts, whilst the 
authors of the Gospels composed the Life of their Master, in 
which interesting details were everything. For many reasons we 
refrain here from alluding to the artistic narrative of the raising 
of Lazarus, the greatest miracle ascribed to Jesus, which is never
theless unknown to the other three Evangelists, who, so readily 
repeating the accounts of trifling cures, would most certainly not 
have omitted this wonderful event had they ever heard of it.

A complaint is made of the absence of verification and proof 
of actual death in these cases, or that they were more than mere 
suspension of the vital powers. We cordially agree in the desire 
foT such evidence, not only in these, but in all miracles. We 
would ask, however, what verification of the death have we in the 
case of the widow’s son which we have not here ? If we apply

■ Matt. ix. 18, 19, 23-26; Mark v. 22, 24, 35-43 ; 
49- 56.

3 Luke vii. 11-16.

Luke viii. 41, 42,

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



MIRACLES RECORDED BY ST. AUGUSTINE •°5

such a test to the miracles of the Gospels, we must reject them as 
certainly as those of St. Augustine. In neither case have we 
more than a mere statement that the subjects of these miracles 
were dead or diseased. So far are we from having any competent 
medical eyidence of the reality of the death, or of the disease, 
or of the permanence of the supposed cures in the Gospels, that 
we have little more than the barest reports of these miracles by 
writers who, even if their identity were established, were not, and 
do not pretend to have been, eye-witnesses of the occurrences 
which they relate. Take, for instance, this very raising of the 
widow’s son in the third Gospel, which is unknown to the other 
Evangelists, and the narrative of which is given only in a Gospel 
which is not attributed to a personal follower of Jesus.

Now we turn to the second statement: “ That with the preface 
which Augustine prefixes to' his list he cannot be said even to 
profess to guarantee the truth or accuracy of the different instances 
contained in it.” We shall as briefly as possible state what is 
actually the “ preface ” of St. Augustine to his list of miracles, 
and his avowed object for giving it. In the preceding chapter 
Augustine has been arguing that the world believed in Christ by 
virtue of divine influence, and not by human persuasion. He 
contends that it is ridiculous to speak of the false divinity of 
Romulus when Christians speak of Christ. If, in the time of 
Romulus, some 600 years before Cicero, people were so enlightened 
that they refused to believe anything of which they had not experi
ence, how much more, in the still more enlightened days of 
Cicero himself, and notably in the reigns of Augustus and 
Tiberius, would they have rejected belief in the resurrection and 
ascension of Christ, if divine truth and the testimony of miracles 
had not proved not only that such things could take place, but 
that they had actually done so. When the evidence of prophecy 
joined with that of miracles, and showed that the new doctrines 
were only contrary to experience and not contrary to reason, the 
world embraced the faith.1 “ Why, then, say they, do these 
miracles, which you declare to have taken place formerly, not 
occur nowadays?” Augustine, in replying, adopts a common 
rhetorical device. “ I might, indeed, answer,” he says, “ that 
miracles were necessary before the world believed, in order that 
the world might believe. Anyone who now requires miracles 
in order that he may believe is himself a great miracle in not 
believing what all the world believes. But, really, they say this in 
order that even those miracles should not be believed either.” 
And he reduces what he considers to be the position of the world 
in regard to miracles and to the supernatural dogmas of Christianity

' De Civ. Dei, xxii. 7.
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to the following dilemma : “ Either things incredible which never
theless occurred and were seen, led to belief in something else 
incredible which was not seen; or that thing was in itself so credible 
that no miracles were required to establish it, and so much more 
is the unbelief of those who deny confuted. This might I say to 
these most frivolous objectors.” He then proceeds to affirm that 
it cannot be denied that many miracles attest the great miracle of 
the ascension in the flesh of the risen Christ, and he points out 
that the actual occurrence of all these things is not only recorded 
in the most truthful books, but the reasons also given why they 
took place. These things have become known that they might 
create belief; these things by the belief they have created have 
become much more clearly known. They are read to the people, 
indeed, that they may believe ; yet, nevertheless, they would not 
be read to the people if they had not been believed. After thus 
stating the answer which he might give, Augustine now returns to 
answer the question directly. “ But, furthermore,” he continues, 
“ miracles are performed now in his name, either by means of his 
sacraments or by the prayers or relics of his saints, but they are 
not brought under the same strong light as caused the former to 
be noised abroad with so much glory ; inasmuch as the canon of 
sacred scriptures, which must be definite, causes those miracles to 
be everywhere publicly read, and become firmly fixed in the 
memory of all peoples ; but these are scarcely known to the whole 
of a city itself in which they are performed, or to its neighbour
hood. Indeed, for the most part, even there very few know of 
them, and the rest are ignorant, more especially if the city be 
large; and when they are related elsewhere and to others, the 
authority does not so commend them as to make them be believed 
without difficulty or doubt, albeit they are reported by faithful 
Christians to the faithful.” He illustrates this by pointing out 
that the miracle in Milan by the bodies of the two martyrs, 
which took place when he himself was there, might reach 
the knowledge of many because the city is large, and the 
Emperor and an immense crowd of people witnessed i t ; but 
who knows of the miracle performed at Carthage upon his friend 
Innocent, when he was there also, and saw it with his own eyes ? 
Who knows of the miraculous cure of cancer, he continues, in a  
lady of rank in the same city ? at the silence regarding which he is 
so indignant. Who knows of the next case he mentions in his 
list ? the cure of a medical man of the same town, to which he  
adds : “ We, nevertheless, do know it, and a few brethren to whose 
knowledge it may have come.”* Who, out of Curubus, besides 
the very few who may have heard of it, knows of the miraculous

1 De Civ. Dei, xxii. 8,
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cure of the paralytic man, whose case Augustine personally 
investigated? And so on. Observe that there is merely a 
question of the comparative notoriety of the Gospel miracles 
and those of his own time, not a doubt as to the reality 
of the latter. Again, towards the end of his long list, immediately 
after the narrative of the restoration to life of the child of 
Eleusinus, which we have quoted, Augustine says : “ What can I 
do? The promise of the completion of this work is pressing, so 
that I cannot here recount all [the miracles] that I know; and 
without doubt many of our brethren, when they read this work, 
will be grieved that I have omitted so very much, which they 
know as well as I do. This, even now, I beg that they will pardon, 
and consider how long would be the task of doing that which, for 
the completion of the work, it is thought necessary not to do. 
For if I desired to record merely the miracles of healing, without 
speaking of others, which have been performed by this martyr—  
that is to say, the most glorious Stephen—in the district of 
Calama and in ours of Hippo, many volumes must be composed ; 
yet will it not be possible to make a complete collection of them, 
but only of such as have been published for public reading. For 
that was our object, since we saw repeated in our time signs of 
divine power similar to those of old, deeming that they ought not 
to be lost to the knowledge of the multitude. Now, this relic has 
not yet been two years at Hippo-Regius, and accounts of many of 
the miracles performed by it have not been written, as is most 
certainly known to u s; yet the number of those which have been 
published up to the time this is written amounts to about seventy. 
At Calama, however, where these relics have been longer, and 
more of the miracles were recorded, they incomparably exceed 
this number.”1 Augustine goes on to say that, to his knowledge, 
many very remarkable miracles were performed by the relics of 
the same martyr also at Uzali, a district near to Utica, and of one 
of these, which had recently taken place when he himself was 
there, he gives an account. Then, before closing his list with the 
narrative of a miracle which took place at Hippo, in his own 
church, in his own presence, and in the sight of the whole con
gregation, he resumes his reply to the opening question. “ Many 
miracles, therefore,” he says, “ are also performed now; the same 
God who worked those of which we read performing these by 
whom he wills, and as he wills ; but these miracles neither become 
similarly known, nor, that they may not slip out of mind, are they 
stamped, as it were like gravel, into memory, by frequent reading. 
For even in places where care is taken, as is now the case among 
us, that accounts of those who receive benefit should be publicly

1 De Civ. Dei, xxii. 8.
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rdad, those who are present hear them only once, and many are 
not present at all, so that those who were present do not, after a 
few days, remember what they heard, and scarcely a single person 
is met with who repeats what he has heard to one whom he may 
have known to have been absent.”1

We shall not attempt any further detailed reference to the myriads 
of miracles with which the annals of the Church teem up to very 
recent times. The fact is too well known to require evidence. 
The saints in the calendar are legion. It has been computed that 
the number of those whose lives are given in the Bollandist 
Collection1 amounts to upwards of 25,000, although, the saints 
being arranged according to the Calendar, the unfinished work 
only reaches the 24th of October. When it is considered that all 
those upon whom the honour of canonisation is conferred have 
worked miracles, many of them, indeed, almost daily performing 
such wonders, some idea may be formed of the number of miracles 
which have occurred in unbroken succession from Apostolic days, 
and have been believed and recognised by the Church. Vast 
numbers of these miracles are in all respects similar to those 
narrated in the Gospels, and they comprise hundreds of cases of 
restoration of the dead to life. If it be,necessary to point out 
instances in comparatively recent times, w>e may mention the 
miracles of this kind liberally ascribed to St. Francis of Assisi, in 
the thirteenth century, and to his namesake St. Francis Xavier in 
the sixteenth, although we might refer to much more recent 
miracles authenticated by the Church. At the present day such 
phenomena have almost disappeared, and, indeed, with the excep
tion of an occasional winking picture, periodical liquefaction of 
blood, or apparition of the Virgin, confined to the still ignorant 
and benighted comers of the earth, miracles are extinct.

l Dc Civ. Dei, xxii. 8.
3 Acta Sandorum guottjuol toto orbe coluntur; collegit, etc., Johannes 

Bollandus, cum contin. Henschenii, 54 vol. fol. Venctiis, 1734-1861.
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CHAPTER VI.

MIRACLES IN RELATION TO IGNORANCE AND SUPERSTITION

VVe  have maintained that the miracles reported after apostolic 
days are precisely of the same types in all material points 
as the earlier miracles. Setting aside miracles of a trivial and 
unworthy character, there remain a countless number cast in the 
same mould as those of the Gospels—miraculous cure of diseases, 
expulsion of demons, transformation of elements, supernatural 
nourishment, resurrection of dead—of many of which we have 
quoted instances. A natural objection is anticipated by Dr. 
Mozley : “ It will be urged, perhaps, that a large portion even of 
the Gospel miracles are of the class here mentioned as ambiguous—  
cures, visions, expulsions of evil spirits; but this observation does 
not affect the character of the Gospel miracles as a body, because 
we judge of the body or whole from its highest specimen, not 
from its lowest” He takes his stand upon, “ eg., our Lord’s 
Resurrection and Ascension.”1 Now, without discussing the 
principle laid down here, it is evident that the great distinction 
between the Gospel and other miracles is thus narrowed to a very 
small compass. It is admitted that the mass of the Gospel 
miracles are of a class characterised as ambiguous, because “ the 
current miracles of human history ” are also chiefly of the same 
type, and the distinctive character is derived avowedly only from a 
few high specimens such as the Resurrection. We have already 
referred to the fact that in the Synoptic Gospels there is only one 
case, reported by the third Gospel alone, in which Jesus is said to 
have raised the dead. St. Augustine alone, however, chronicles 
several cases in which life was restored to the dead. Post-apostolic 
miracles, therefore, are far from lacking this ennobling type. 
Observe that there is not here so much a discussion of the reality of 
the subsequent miracles of the Church as a contrast drawn between 
them and other reputed miracles and those of the Gospel; but 
from this point of view it is impossible to maintain that the 
Gospels have a monopoly of the highest class of miracles. Such 
miracles are met with long before the dawn of Christianity, and 
continued to occur long after apostolic times.

Much stress is laid upon the form of the Gospel miracles ; but,

'  Bampton Lectures, p. 214. 
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Digitized by k j O O Q l e



IIO SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

as we have already shown, it is the actual resurrection of the 
dead, for instance, which is the miracle, and this is not affected by 
the more or less dramatic manner in which it is said to have been 
effected, or in which the narrative of the event is composed. 
Literary skill and the judicious management of details may make 
or mar the form of any miracle. The narrative of the restoration 
of the dead child to life by Elisha might have been more impressive 
had the writer omitted the circumstance that the child sneezed seven 
times before opening his eyes, and the miracle would probably have 
been considered greater had the prophet merely said to the child, 
“ Arise !” instead of stretching himself on the body ; but, setting 
aside human cravings for the picturesque and artistic, the essence 
of the miracle would have remained the same. There is one point, 
however, regarding which it may be well to make a few remarks. 
Whilst a vast number of miracles are ascribed to direct personal 
action of saints, many more are attributed to their relics. Now, 
this is no exclusive characteristic of later miracles, but Christianity 
itself shares it with still earlier times. The case in which a dead 
body which touched the bones of Elisha was restored to life will 
occur to everyone. “ And it came to pass, as they were burying 
a man, that, behold, they spied a band of Moabites; and they cast 
the man into the sepulchre of Elisha : and when the man was let 
down and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up 
on his feet.”1 The mantle of Elijah smiting asunder the waters 
before Elisha may be cited as another instance.’ The woman who 
touches the hem of the garment of Jesus in the crowd is made 
whole,3 and all the sick and “ possessed” of the country are 
represented as being healed by touching Jesus, or even the mere 
hem of his garment.'' It was supposed that the shadow of Peter 
falling on the sick as he passed had a curative effect,5 and it is 
very positively stated : “And God wrought miracles of no common 
kind by the hands of Paul; so that from his body were brought 
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed 
from them, and the evil spirits went out of them.”6

The argument which assumes an enormous distinction between 
Gospel and other miracles betrays the prevalent scepticism, 
even in the Church, of all miracles except those which it is 
considered an article of faith to maintain. If we inquire how 
those think who are more logical and thorough in their belief 
in the supernatural, we find the distinction denied. “ The

* 2 Kings xiii. 21.
2 2 Kings ii. 14, cf. 8. In raising the dead child, Elisha sends his staff to be 

laid on the child.
3 Mark v. 27 ff. ; cf. Luke viii. 44 ff. ; Matt. ix. 20 ff.
4 Matt. xiv. 36 ; cf. Luke vi. 19 ; Mark iii. 10.
5 Acts v. 15. 6 /#., xix. I I ,  12.
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question,” says Newman, “ has hitherto been argued on the 
admission that a distinct line can be drawn in point of character 
and circumstances between the miracles of Scripture and those 
of Church history ; but this is by no means the case. It is true, 
indeed, that the miracles of Scripture, viewed as a whole, recom
mend themselves to our reason, and claim our veneration beyond 
all others, by a peculiar dignity and beauty; but still it is only as 
a whole that they make this impression upon us. Some of them, 
on the contrary, fall short of the attributes which attach to them 
in general; nay, are inferior in these respects to certain ecclesias
tical miracles, and are received only on the credit of the system of 
which they form part. Again, specimens are not wanting in the 
history of the Church, of miracles as awful in their character, and 
as momentous in their effects, as those which are recorded in 
Scripture.”1 Now here is one able and thorough supporter of 
miracles denying the enormous distinction between those of the 
Gospel and those of human history, which another admits to be 
essential to the former as evidence of a revelation.

Such a difficulty, however, is met by asserting that there would 
be no disadvantage to the Gospel miracles, and no doubt 
regarding them involved, if for some later miracles there was 
evidence as strong as for those of the Gospel. “ All the result 
would be, that we should admit these miracles over and above 
the Gospel ones.”2 The equality of the evidence, however, is 
denied, in any case. “ Between the evidence, then, upon which 
the Gospel miracles stand, and that for later miracles, we see a 
broad distinction arising, not to mention again the nature and 
type of the Gospel miracles themselves—from the contemporaneous 
date of the testimony to them, the character of the witnesses, the 
probation of the testimony; especially when we contrast with 
these points the false doctrine and audacious fraud which rose up 
in later ages, and in connection with which so large a portion of 
the later miracles of Christianity made their appearance.”3 We 
consider the point touching the type of the Gospel miracles 
disposed of, and we may, therefore, confine ourselves to the rest 
of this argument. If we look for any external evidence of the 
miracles of Jesus in some marked effect produced by them at the 
time they are said to have occurred, we find anything but con
firmation of the statements of the Gospels. It is a notorious fact 
that, in spite of these miracles, very few of the Jews amongst 
whom they were performed believed in Jesus, and that Christianity 
made its chief converts not where the supposed miracles took 
places but where an account of them was alone given by

' J . H. Newman, Two Essays on Miracles, p. 160 f.
* Mozley, Hampton Lectures, p. 231. 3 lb., p. 220 f.
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enthusiastic missionaries. Such astounding exhibitions of power 
as raising the dead, giving sight to the blind, walking on the sea, 
changing water into wine, and indefinitely multiplying a few loaves 
and fishes, not only did not make any impression on the Jews 
themselves, but were never heard of out of Palestine until long 
after the events are said to have occurred, when the narrative 
of them was slowly disseminated by Christian teachers and 
writers.

Dr. Mozley refers to the contemporary testimony “ for certain 
great and cardinal Gospel miracles which, if granted, clears away 
all antecedent objection to the reception of the rest,” and he says : 
“ That the first promulgators of Christianity asserted as a feet 
which had come under the cognizance of their senses the Resur
rection of our Lord from the dead is as certain as anything in 
history.”1 What they really did assert, so far from being certain, 
must, as we shall hereafter see, be considered matter of the 
greatest doubt. But if the general statement be taken that the 
Resurrection, for instance, was promulgated as a fact which the 
early preachers of Christianity themselves believed to have taken 
place, the evidence does not in that case present the broad 
distinction he asserts. The miracles recounted by S t Athanasius 
and St. Augustine, for example, were likewise proclaimed with 
equal clearness, and even greater promptitude and publicity, at the 
very spot where many of them were said to have been performed, 
and the details were much more immediately reduced to writing. 
The mere assertion in neither case goes for much as evidence, but 
the fact is that we have absolutely no contemporaneous testimony 
as to what the first promulgators of Christianity actually 
asserted, or as to the real grounds upon which they made such 
assertions. We shall presently enter upon a thorough examination 
of the testimony for the Gospel narratives, their authorship and 
authenticity; but we may here be permitted so far to anticipate 
as to remark that, applied to documentary evidence, any reasoning 
from the contemporaneous date of the testimony, and the character 
of the witnesses, is contradicted by the whole history of New 
Testament literature. Whilst the most uncritically zealous assertors 
of the antiquity of the Gospels never venture to date the earliest 
of them within a quarter of a century from the death of Jesus, 
every tyro is aware that there is not a particle of evidence of the 
existence of our Gospels until very long after that interval—  
hereafter we shall show how long—that two of our Synoptic 
Gospels, at least, were not composed in their present form 
by the writers to whom they are attributed; that there is, 
indeed, nothing worthy of the name of evidence that any one of

1 Bampton Lectures, p. 219.
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these Gospels was written by the person whose name it bears; 
that the second Gospel is attributed to one who was not an eye
witness, and of whose identity there is. the greatest doubt, even 
amongst those who assert the authorship of Mark ; that the third 
Gospel is an avowed later compilation,’ and likewise ascribed to 
one who was not a follower of Jesus himself; and that the author
ship of the fourth Gospel and its historical character are amongst 
the most unsettled questions of criticism, not to use here any more 
definite terms. This being the state of the case, it is absurd to lay 
such emphasis on the contemporaneous date of the testimony, 
and on the character of the witnesses, since it has not even been 
determined who those witnesses are, and two even of the supposed 
evangelists were not personal eye-witnesses at all.3 Surely the 
testimony of Athanasius regarding the miracles of St. Anthony, 
and that of Augustine regarding his list of miracles occurring in, 
or close to, his own diocese within two years of the time at which 
he writes, or, to refer to more recent times, the evidence of Pascal 
for the Port-Royal miracles, it must be admitted, not only does not 
present the broad distinction of evidence asserted, but, on the 
contrary, is even more unassailable than that of the Gospel 
miracles. The Church, which is the authority for those miracles, 
is also the authority for the long succession of such works wrought 
by the saints. The identity of the writers we have instanced has 
never been doubted; their trustworthiness in so far as stating 
what they believe to be true is concerned has never been impugned; 
the same could be affirmed of writers in every age who record 
such miracles. The fact is that theologians demand evidence for 
later miracles which they have not for those of the Gospels, and 
which transmitted reverence forbids their requiring. They strain 
out a gnat and swallow a camel.

The life of sacrifice and suffering of the Apostles is pointed out 
as a remarkable and peculiar testimony to the truth of the Gospel 
miracles, and notably of the Resurrection and Ascension. Without 
examining, here, how much we really know of those lives and 
sufferings, one thing is perfectly evident: that sacrifice, suffering, 
and martyrdom itself are evidence of nothing except of the 
personal belief of the person enduring them; they do not prove 
the truth of the doctrines believed. No one doubts the high 
religious enthusiasm of the early Christians, or the earnest and 
fanatical zeal with which they courted martyrdom ; but this is no

1 Luke i. 1-4.
3 We need scarcely point out that Paul, to whom so many of the writings of 

the New Testament are ascribed, and who practically is the author of eccle
siastical Christianity, not only was not an eye-witness of the Gospel miracles, 
but never even saw Jesus.

. I
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exclusive characteristic of Christianity. Every religion has had 
its martyrs, every error its devoted victims. Does the marvellous 
endurance of the Hindoo, whose limbs wither after years of 
painful persistence in vows to his Deity, prove the truth of 
Brahmanism ? or do the fanatical believers who cast themselves 
under the wheels of the car of Jagganath establish the soundness 
of their creed ? Do the Jews, who for centuries bore the fiercest 
contumely of the world, and were persecuted, hunted, and done 
to death by every conceivable torture for persisting in their denial 
of the truth of the Incarnation, Resurrection, and Ascension, and 
in their rejection of Jesus Christ—do they thus furnish a convincing 
argument for the truth of their belief and the falsity of Chris
tianity ? Or have the thousands who have been consigned to the 
stake by the Christian Church herself, for persisting in asserting 
what she has denounced as damnable heresy, proved the correct
ness of their views by their sufferings and death ? History is full 
of the records of men who have honestly believed every kind of 
error and heresy, and have been steadfast to the death, through 
persecution and torture, in their mistaken belief. There is nothing 
so inflexible as superstitious fanaticism, and persecution, instead of 
extinguishing it, has invariably been the most certain means of its 
propagation. The sufferings of the Apostles, therefore, cannot 
prove anything beyond their own belief, and the question, what it. 
was they really did believe and suffer for, is by no means so 
simple as it appears.

Now the long succession of ecclesiastical and other miracles 
has an important bearing upon those of the New Testament, 
whether we believe or deny their reality. If we regard the 
miracles of Church history to be in the main real, the whole force 
of the Gospel miracles, as exceptional supernatural evidence of a 
Divine Revelation, is annihilated. The “ miraculous credentials 
of Christianity” assume a very different aspect when they are 
considered from such a point of view. Admitted to be scarcely 
recognisable from miracles wrought by Satanic agency, they are 
seen to be a continuation of wonders recorded in the Old Testa
ment, to be preceded and accompanied by pretension to similar 
power on the part of the Jews and other nations, and to be 
succeeded by cycles of miracles, in all essential respects the same, 
performed subsequently for upwards of fifteen hundred years. 
Supernatural evidence of so common and prodigal a nature 
certainly betrays a great want of force and divine speciality. How  
could that be considered as express evidence for a new Divine 
revelation which was already so well known to the world, and 
which is scattered broadcast over so many centuries, as well as 
successfully simulated by Satan ?

If, on the other hand, we dismiss the miracles of later ages as
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false, and as merely the creations of superstition or pious imagina
tion, how can the miracles of the Gospel, which are precisely the 
same in type, and not better established as facts, remain unshaken ? 
The Apostles and Evangelists were men of like passions, and also 
of like superstitions, with others of their time, and must be 
measured by the same standard.

If we consider the particular part which miracles have played 
in human history, we find precisely the phenomena which might 
have been expected if, instead of being considered as real occur
rences, they are recognised as the mistakes or creations of 
ignorance and superstition during that period in which “ reality 
melted into fable, and invention unconsciously trespassed on the 
province of history.” Their occurrence is limited to ages which 
were totally ignorant of physical laws, and they have been 
numerous or rare precisely in proportion to the degree of imagina
tion and love of the marvellous characterising the people amongst 
whom they are said to have occurred. Instead of a few evidential 
miracles taking place at one epoch of history, and filling the 
world with surprise at such novel and exceptional phenomena, we 
find miracles represented as occurring in all ages and in all 
countries. The Gospel miracles are set in the midst of a series 
of similar wonders, which commenced many centuries before the 
dawn of Christianity and continued, without interruption, for 
fifteen hundred years after it. They did not in the most remote 
degree originate the belief in miracles, or give the first suggestion 
of spurious imitation. It may, on the contrary, be much more 
truly said that the already existing belief created these miracles. 
No divine originality characterised the evidence selected to 
accredit the Divine Revelation. The miracles with which the 
history of the world is full occurred in ages of darkness and 
superstition, and they gradually ceased when enlightenment became 
more generally diffused. At the very tflne when knowledge of the 
laws of nature began to render men capable ot judging of the reality 
of miracles, these wonders entirely failed. This extraordinary 
cessation of miracles, precisely at the time when their evidence 
might have acquired value by an appeal to persons capable of 
appreciating them, is perfectly unintelligible if they be viewed as 
the supernatural credentials of a Divine revelation. If, on the 
other hand, they be regarded as the mistakes of imaginative 
excitement and ignorance, nothing is more natural than their 
extinction at the time when the superstition which created them 
gave place to knowledge.

As a historical fact, there is nothing more certain than that 
miracles, and the belief in them, disappeared exactly when educa
tion and knowledge of the operation of natural laws became
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diffused throughout Europe, and that the last traces of belief in 
supernatural interference with the order of nature are only to be 
found in localities where ignorance and superstition still prevail, 
and render delusion or pious fraud of that description possible. 
Miracles are now denied to places more enlightened than Naples 
or La Salette. The inevitable inference from this fact is fatal to 
the mass of miracles, and it is not possible to protect them from 
it. Miracle cures by the relics of saints, upheld for fifteen 
centuries by all the power of the Church, utterly failed when 
medical science, increasing in spite of persecution, demonstrated 
the natural action of physiological laws. The theory of the 
demoniacal origin of disease has been entirely and for ever 
dispelled, and the host of miracles in connection with it retro
spectively exploded by the progress of science. Witchcraft and 
sorcery, the belief in which reigned supreme for so many centuries, 
are known to have been nothing but the delusions of ignorant 
superstition.

Notwithstanding the facts which we have stated, it has been 
argued : “ Christianity is the religion of the civilised world, and it 
is believed upon its miraculous evidence. Now, for a set of 
miracles to be accepted in a rude age, and to retain their authority 
throughout-a succession of such ages, and over the ignorant and 
superstitious part of mankind, may be no such great result for the 
miracle to accomplish, because it is easy to satisfy those who do 
not inquire. But this is not the state of the case which we have 
to meet on the subject of the Christian miracles. The Christian 
being the most intelligent, the civilised portion of the world, these 
miracles are accepted by the Christian body as a whole, by the 
thinking and educated, as well as the uneducated, part of it, and 
the Gospel is believed upon that evidence.”1 The picture of 
Christendom here suggested is purely imaginary. We are asked to 
believe that succeeding generations of thinking and educated, as 
well as uneducated, men sfhce the commencement of the period 
in which the adequate inquiry into the reality of miracles bixame 
possible, have made that adequate inquiry, and have intelligently 
and individually accepted miracles and believed the Gospel in 
consequence of their attestation. The fact, however, is that 
Christianity became the religion of Europe before men either 
possessed the knowledge requisite to appreciate the difficulties 
involved in the acceptance of miracles, or minds sufficiently freed 
from ignorant superstition to question the reality of the supposed. 
supernatural interference with the order of nature, and belief had 
become so much a matter of habit that, in our time, the 
great majority of men have professed belief for no better reason

1 Mozley, Bampton Lectures, p. 27.
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than that their fathers believed before themi Belief is now little 
more than a transmitted quality or hereditary custom. Few men, 
even now, have either the knowledge or the leisure requisite to 
enable them to enter upon such an examination of miracles as can 
entitle them to affirm that they intelligently accept miracles for 
themselves. We have shown, moreover, that so loose are the ideas 
even of the clergy upon the subject that dignitaries of the Church 
fail to see either the evidential purpose of miracles or the 
need for evidence at all, and the first intelligent step towards 
inquiry—doubt—has generally been stigmatised almost as a 
crime.
. So far from the statement which we are considering being 
correct, it is notorious that the great mass of those who are 
competent to examine, and who have done so, altogether reject 
miracles. Instead of the “ thinking and educated ” men of 
science accepting miracles, they, as a body, distinctly deny them, 
and hence the antagonism between science and ecclesiastical 
Christianity; and it is surely not necessary to point out how many 
of the profoundest critics and scholars' of Germany, and of all 
other countries in Europe, who have turned their attention to 
Biblical subjects, have long ago rejected the miraculous elements 
of the Christian religion.

It is necessary that we should now refer to the circumstance 
that all the arguments which we have hitherto considered in 
support of miracles, whether to explain or account for them, have 
proceeded upon an assumption of the reality of the alleged 
phenomena. Had it been first requisite to establish the truth of 
facts of such an astounding nature, the necessity of accounting 
for them would never have arisen. It is clear, therefore, that an 
assumption which permits the argument to attain any such position 
begs almost the whole question. Facts, however astounding, the 
actual occurrence of which had been proved, would claim a latitude 
of explanation, which a mere narrative of those alleged facts, written 
by an unknown person some eighteen centuries ago, could not 
obtain. If, for instance, it be once established as an absolute 
feet that a man actually dead, and some days buried, upon whose 
body decomposition had already made some progress,1 had been 
restored to life, the fact of his death and of his subsequent 
resuscitation being so absolutely proved that the possibility of 
deception or of mistake on the part of the witnesses was totally 
excluded, it is clear that an argument, as to whether such an 
occurrence should be ascribed to known or unknown laws, would 
assume a very different character from that which it would 
have borne if the argument merely sought to account for so

1 Cf. John xi. 39.
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astounding a phenomenon of whose actual occurrence there was 
no sufficient evidence.

It must not be forgotten, therefore, that, as the late Professor 
Baden Powell pointed out, “ At the present day it is not a miracle, 
but the narrative of a miracle, to which any argument can refer, 
or to which faith is accorded.”1 The discussion of miracles, then, 
is not one regarding miracles actually performed within our own 
knowledge, but merely regarding miracles said to have been 
performed eighteen hundred years ago, the reality of which was 
not verified at the time by any scientific examination, and whose 
occurrence is merely reported in the Gospels. Now, although 
Paley and others rightly and logically maintain that Christianity 
requires, and should be believed only upon, its miraculous 
evidence, the fact is that popular Christianity is not believed 
because of miracles, but miracles are accepted because they are 
related in the Gospels which are supposed to contain the doctrines 
of Christianity. The Gospels have for many generations been 
given to the child as inspired records, and doubt of miracles has, 
therefore, either never arisen or has been instantly suppressed, 
simply because miracles are recorded in the sacred volume. It 
could scarcely be otherwise, for in point of fact the Gospel 
miracles stand upon no other testimony. We are therefore in 
this position : We are asked to believe astounding announcements 
beyond the limits of human reason, which we could only be 
justified in believing upon miraculous evidence, upon the testimony 
of miracles which are only reported by the records which also 
alone convey the announcements which those miracles were 
intended to accredit. There is no other contemporary evidence 
whatever. The importance of the Gospels, therefore, as the 
almost solitary testimony to the occurrence of miracles can 
scarcely be exaggerated. We have already made an anticipatory 
remark regarding the nature of these documents, to which we may 
add that they are not the work of perfectly independent historians, 
but of men who were engaged in disseminating the new doctrines, 
and in saying this we have no intention of accusing the writers of 
conscious deception; it is, however, necessary to state the fact 
in order that the value of the testimony may be fairly estimated. 
The narratives of miracles were written by ardent partisans, with 
minds inflamed by religious zeal and enthusiasm, in an age of 
ignorance and superstition, a considerable time after the supposed 
miraculous occurrences had taken place. All history shows how 
rapidly pious memory exaggerates and idealises the traditions of 
the past, and simple actions might readily be transformed into 
miracles, as the narratives circulated, in a period so prone to

1 Order o f Nature, p. 285.
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superstition and so characterised by love of the marvellous. 
Religious excitement could not, under such circumstances and in 
such an age, have escaped this exaggeration. How few men in 
more enlightened times have been able soberly to appreciate, and 
accurately to record, exciting experiences, where feeling and 
religious emotion have been concerned. Prosaic accuracy of 
observation and of language, at all times rare, are the last qualities 
we could expect to find in the early ages of Christianity. In the 
certain fact that disputes arose among the Apostles themselves so 
shortly after the death of their great Master, we have one proof 
that even amongst them there was no accurate appreciation of the 
teaching of Jesus,1 and the frequent instances of their misunder
standing of very simple matters, and of their want of enlighten
ment, which occur throughout the Gospels are certainly not 
calculated to inspire much confidence in their intelligence and 
accuracy of observation.

Now it is apparent that the evidence for miracles requires to 
embrace two distinct points: the reality of the alleged facts, and 
the accuracy of the inference that the phenomena were produced 
by supernatural agency. The task would even then remain of 
demonstrating the particular supernatural Being by whom the 
miracles were performed, which is admitted to be impossible. 
We have hitherto chiefly confined ourselves to a consideration of 
the antecedent credibility of such events, and of the fitness of 
those who are supposed to have witnessed them to draw accurate 
inferences from the alleged phenomena. Those who have formed 
any adequate conception of the amount of testimony which 
would be requisite in order to establish the reality of occurrences 
in violation of an order of nature, which is based upon universal 
and invariable experience, must recognise that, even if the 
earliest asserted origin of our four Gospels could be established 
upon the most irrefragable grounds, the testimony of the writers— 
men of like ignorance with their contemporaries, men of like passions 
with ourselves—would be utterly incompetent to prove the reality 
of miracles. We have already sufficiently discussed this point, 
more especially in connection with Hume’s argument, and need 
not here resume it. Every consideration, historical and philo
sophical, has hitherto discredited the whole theory of miracles, 
and further inquiry might be abandoned as unnecessary. In 
order, however, to render our conclusion complete, it remains 
for us to see whether, as affirmed, there be any special evidence 
regarding the alleged facts entitling the Gospel miracles to 
exceptional attention. If, instead of being clear and direct, the un
doubted testimony of known eye-witnesses free from superstition,

1 E.g., Gal. ii. 11 ff.

Digitized by Google



120 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

and capable, through adequate knowledge, rightly to estimate the 
alleged phenomena, we find that the actual accounts have none 
of these qualifications, the final decision with regard to miracles 
and the reality of Divine revelation will be easy and conclusive.
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PART II.

THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS

INTRODUCTION

Before commencing our examination of the evidence as to the 
date, authorship, and character of the Gospels, it may be well to 
make a few preliminary remarks, and clearly state certain canons 
of criticism. We shall make no attempt to establish any theory 
as to the date at which any of the Gospels was actually written, 
but simply examine all the testimony which is extant, with the view 
of ascertaining what is known of these works and their authors, 
certainly and distinctly, as distinguished from what is merely con
jectured or inferred. Modem opinion in an Inquiry like ours 
must not be taken for ancient evidence. We propose, therefore, 
as exhaustively as possible to search all the writings of the early 
Church for information regarding the Gospels, and to examine 
even the alleged indications of their use.

It is very important, however, that the silence of early writers 
should receive as much attention as any supposed allusions to the 
Gospels. When such writers, quoting largely from the Old Testa
ment and other sources, deal with subjects which would naturally 
be assisted by reference to our Gospels, and still more so by 
quoting such works as authoritative; and yet we find that not only 
they do not show any knowledge of those Gospels, but actually 
quote passages from unknown sources, or sayings of Jesus derived 
from tradition ; the inference must be that our Gospels were either 
unknown or not recognised as works of authority at the time.

It is still more important that we should constantly bear in mind 
that a great number of Gospels existed in the early Church which 
are no longer extant, and of most of which even the names are 
lost. We need not here do more than refer, in corroboration of 
this remark, to the preliminary statement of the author of the third 
Gospel: “ Forasmuch as many (iroX\ol) took in hand to set forth in 
order a declaration of the things which have been accomplished
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among us,” etc.1 It is, therefore, evident that before our 
third Synoptic was written many similar works were already in 
circulation. Looking at the close similarity of large portions of 
the three Synoptics, it is almost certain that many of the writings 
here mentioned bore a close analogy to each other and to our 
Gospels, and this is known to have been the case, for instance, 
amongst the various forms of the “ Gospel according to the 
Hebrews.” When, therefore, in early writings we meet with quota
tions closely resembling, or, we may add, even identical with, 
passages which are found in our Gospels, the source of which, 
however, is not mentioned, nor is any author’s name indicated, the 
similarity, or even identity, cannot by any means be admitted as 
proof that the quotation is necessarily from our Gospels, and not 
from some other similar work now no longer extant, and more 
especially not when, in the same writings, there are other quota
tions from sources different from our Gospels. Whether regarded 
as historical records or as writings embodying the mere tradition 
of the early Christians, our Gospels cannot be recognised as the 
exclusive depositories of the genuine sayings and doings of Jesus. 
So far from the common possession by many works in early times 
of sayings of Jesus in closely similar form being either strange or 
improbable, the really remarkable phenomenon is that such 
material variation in the report of the more important historical 
teaching should exist amongst them. But whilst similarity to our 
Gospels in passages quoted by early writers from unknown sources 
cannot prove the use of our Gospels, variation from them would 
suggest or prove a different origin, and, at least, it is obvious that 
anonymous quotations which do not agree with our Gospels 
cannot, in any case, necessarily indicate their existence. It may 
be well, before proceeding further, to illustrate and justify the 
canons of criticism which we have laid down by examples in our 
three Synoptics themselves.

Let us for a moment suppose the “ Gospel according to Luke ” 
to have been lost like the “ Gospel according to the Hebrews,” 
and so many others. In the works of one of the Fathers we 
discover the following quotation from an unnamed evangelical 
work: “ And he said unto them (eXeytv Si irpin avrovs): 
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth labourers 
into his harvest. Go your ways: (vrdyert) behold I send 
you forth as lambs (apvas) in the midst of wolves.” Apologetic 
critics would probably maintain that this was a compilation from 
memory of passages quoted freely from our first Gospel, that is to 
say Matt. ix. 37 : “ Then saith he unto his disciples (tot< Afyct

1 Luke i. I.
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rots fia&rjT<ui aiVov) the harvest,” etc., and Matt. x. 16 : “ Behold 
1 (iyit) send you forth as sheep (irpo/Jara) in the midst of 
wolves: be ye therefore,” etc., which, with the differences which 
we have indicated, agree. It would probably be in vain to argue 
that the quotation indicated a continuous order, and the variations 
combined to confirm the probability of a different source; and still 
more so to point out that, although parts of the quotation separated 
from their context might, to a certain extent, correspond with 
scattered verses in the first Gospel, such a circumstance was no 
proof that the quotation was taken from that and from no other 
Gospel. The passage, however, is a literal quotation from Luke x. 
2, 3, which, as we have assumed, had been lost.

Again, still supposing the third Gospel no longer extant, we 
might find the following quotation in a work of the Fathers: 
“Take heed to yourselves («avroes) of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy (fjris «tt1v wro/cpt/ns). For 
there is nothing covered up (crvyKfKaX.vfifiivov) which shall 
not be revealed, and hid which shall not be known.” It would, of 
course, be affirmed that this was evidently a combination of two 
verses of our first Gospel, quoted almost literally, with merely a 
few very immaterial slips of memory in the parts we note, and the 
explanatory words “ which is hypocrisy ” introduced by the Father, 
and not a part of the quotation at all. The two verses are Matt, 
xvi. 6: “ Beware and (opart /cal) take heed of the leaven of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees ” (/cal SaSSov/catW), and Matt.
x. 26..... “ For (yap) there is nothing covered (« * aAvpptvov)
that shall not be revealed, and hid that shall not be known.” It 
would probably be argued that the sentence should be divided, and 
each part would then have its parallel in separate portions of the 
Gospel. That such a system is mistaken is clearly established by 
the fact that the quotation, instead of being such a combination, 
is simply taken as it stands from the Gospel according to 
Luke xii. 1, 2.

To give another example, and such might easily be multiplied, 
if our second Gospel had been lost and the following passage were 
met with in one of the Fathers without its source being indicated, 
what would be the argument of those who insist that quota
tions, though differing from our Gospels, were yet taken from 
them ? “ If any one have (tl n s  ix (l) ears to hear, let him 
hear. And he said unto them : Take heed what (rt) ye hear; 
with what measure ye mete it shall be measured to you : and more 
shall be given unto you. For he (os) that hath to him shall be 
given, and he (/cal os) that hath not from him shall be taken 
even that which he hath.” Upon the principle on which patristic 
quotations are treated, it would probably be positively affirmed 
that this passage was a quotation from our first and third Gospels
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combined and made from memory. The exigencies of the occasion 
might probably lead to the assertion that the words, “ And 
he said to them,” really indicated a separation of the latter 
part of the quotation from the preceding, and that the Father 
thus showed that the passage was not consecutive; and as to the 
phrase, “ and more shall be given unto you,” that it was evidently 
an addition of the Father. The passage would be dissected, and 
its different members compared with scattered sentences, and 
declared almost literal quotations from the Canonical Gospels. 
Matt. xiii. 9 : “ He that hath (6 «x0'1') ears to hear, let him hear.”1 
Luke viii. 18 : “Take heed, therefore, how (ovv wtos) ye hear.”
Matt. vii. 2 : “.......with what measure ye mete it shall be measured
to you.”2 Matt. xiii. 12 : “ For whosoever (Sons) hath, to him 
shall be given (and he shall have abundance); but whosoever 
(ocms Si) hath not from him shall betaken even that which he hath.”3 
In spite of these ingenious assertions, however, the quotation in 
reality is literally and consecutively taken'from Mark iv. 23-25.

These examples may suffice to show that any argument which 
commences by the assumption that the order of a passage quoted 
may be entirely disregarded, and that it is sufficient to find 
parallels scattered irregularly up and down the Gospels to warrant 
the conclusion that the passage is compiled from them, and is not 
a consecutive quotation from some other source, is utterly 
unfounded and untenable. The supposition of a lost Gospel 
which has just been made to illustrate this argument is, however, 
not a mere supposition, but a fact; for we no longer have the 
Gospel according to Peter, nor that according to the Hebrews, 
not to mention the numerous other works in use in the early 
Church. The instances we have given show the importance of 
the order, as well as the language, of quotations, and while they 
prove the impossibility of demonstrating that a consecutive 
passage which differs not only in language, but in order, from the 
parallels in our Gospels must be derived from them, they likewise 
attest the probability that such passages are actually quoted from 
a different source.

If we examine further, however, in the same way, quotations 
which differ merely in language, we arrive at the very same con
clusion. Supposing the third Gospel to be lost, what would be 
the source assigned to the following quotation from an unnamed 
Gospel in the work of one of the Fathers ? “ No servant (ovStU 
oUtTTjs) can serve two lords, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will hold to the one and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” Of course the

1 Cf. Matt. xi. 15; Luke viii. 8.
2 Cf. Luke vi. 38. 3 Cf. Matt. xxv. 29 ; Luke viii. 18, xix. 26.
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passage would be claimed as a quotation from memory of Matt,
vi. 24, with which it perfectly corresponds, with the exception of 
the addition of the second word oiKtrrp, which, it would no 
doubt be argued, is an evident and very natural amplification of 
the simple ov&tis of the first Gospel. Yet this passage, only 
differing by the single word from Matthew, is a literal quotation 
from the Gospel according to Luke xvi. 13. Or, to take another 
instance, supposing the third Gosprel to be lost, and the following 
passage quoted, from an unnamed source, by one of the Fathers : 
“ Beware (Ttpoo-tyert) of the Scribes which desire to walk in 
long robes, and love (<£iA.oiWwv) greetings in the markets, and 
chief seats in the synagogues and uppermost places at feasts; 
which devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long 
prayers: these shall receive greater damnation.” This would, 
without hesitation, be declared a quotation from memory of Mark
xii. 38-40: “......Beware (ftkcirtn) of the Scribes which desire
to walk in long robes and greetings in the markets, and chief seats 
in the synagogues and uppermost places at feasts ; which devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayers : these shall 
receive," etc. It is, however, a literal quotation of Luke xx. 46, 
47; yet, probably, it would be in vain to submit to apologetic 
critics that the passage was not derived from Mark, but 
from a lost Gosp>el. To quote one more instance, let us 
supprose the “ Gospel according to Mark” no longer extant, 
and that in some early work there existed the following 
quotation : “ It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
(rpii/iaAias) of a needle than for a rich man to enter into 
the Kingdom of God.” This would, of course, be claimed as a 
quotation from memory of Matt. xix. 24,' with which it agrees, 
with the exception of the substitution of Tpwnj/iaros for the 
TpvfuiXias. It would not the less have been an exact quotation 
from Mark x. 25.’

The actual agreement of any saying of Jesus, quoted by one of 
the early Fathers from an unnamed source, with a passage in our 
Gosprels is by no means conclusive evidence that the quotation 
was actually derived from that Gospel. It must be apparent that

1 Cf. Luke xviii. 25.
1 For further instances compare—

Luke xiv. 11 with Matt, xxiii. 12 and Luke xviii. 14.
99 xvii. 37 99 99 xxiv. 28.
99 vi. 41 „ 99 vii. 3.

Mark vi. 4 99 99 xiii. 57.
99 viii. 34 99 Luke ix. 23.

Matt. xviii. 11 99 99 xix. 10.
99 xxiv. 37 99 99 xiii. 34.
„  xxiv. 34-36 with Mark xiii. 30-32 and Luke xxi. 32-33.
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literal agreement in reporting short and important sayings is not 
in itself so surprising as to constitute proof that, occurring in two 
histories, the one must have copied from the other. The only 
thing which is surprising is that such frequent inaccuracy should 
exist When we add, however, the fact that most of the larger 
early evangelical works, including our Synoptic Gospels, must 
have been compiled out of the same original sources, and have 
been largely indebted to each other, the common possession of 
such sayings becomes a matter of natural occurrence. Moreover, 
it must be admitted even by apologetic critics that, in a case of 
such vast importance as the report of sayings of Jesus, upon the 
verbal accuracy of which the most essential doctrines of Chris
tianity depend, it cannot be a wonder, to the extent of proving 
plagiarism so to say, if various Gospels report the same saying of 
Jesus in the same words. Practically the Synoptic Gospels differ 
in their reports a great deal more than is right or desirable ; but 
we may take them as an illustration of the fact that identity of 
passages, where the source is unnamed, by no means proves that 
such passages in a work of the early Fathers were derived from 
one Gospel, and not from any other. Let us suppose our first 
Gospel to have been lost, and the following quotation from an 
unnamed source to be found in an early work : “ Every tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the 
fire.” This, being in literal agreement with Luke iii. 9, would 
certainly be declared by modern apologists conclusive proof that 
the Father was acquainted with that Gospel; and although the 
context in the work of the Father might, for instance, be : “ Ye 
shall know them from their works, and every tree,” etc., and 
yet, in the third Gospel, the context is : “ And now also, the axe 
is laid unto the root of the trees : and every tree,” etc., that would 
by no means give them pause. The explanation of combination 
of texts, and quotation from memory, is sufficiently elastic for 
every emergency. Now, the words in question might in reality 
be a quotation from the lost Gospel according to Matthew, in 
which they twice occur; so that here is a passage which is literally 
repeated three times— Matt. iii. 10, vii. 19, and Luke iii. 9. 
In Matt. iii. 10, and in the third Gospel, the words are part of 
a saying of John the Baptist; whilst in Matt. vii. 19 they are 
given as part of the Sermon on the Mount, with a different 
context.

Another illustration of this may be given, by supposing the 
Gospel of Luke to be no longer extant, and the following sentence 
in one of the Fathers : “ And ye shall be hated by all men, for 
my name’s sake.” These very words occur both in Matt. x. 22 
and Mark xiii. 13, in both of which places there follow the words: 
“ but he that endureth to the end, the same shall be saved.”
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There might here have been a doubt as to whether theFatherderived 
the words from the first or second Gospel, but they would have 
been ascribed either to the one or to the other, whilst in reality 
they were taken from a different work altogether—Luke xxi. 17. 
Here again we have the same words in three Gospels. In how 
many more of them may not the same passage have been found ? 
One more instance to conclude. The following passage might be 
quoted from an unnamed source by one of the Fathers : “ Heaven 
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” If 
the Gospel according to Mark were no longer extant, this would 
be claimed as a quotation either from Matt. xxiv. 35 or Luke 
xxi. 33, in both of which it occurs; but, notwithstanding, the 
Father might not have been acquainted with either of them, and 
simply have quoted from Mark xiii. 31.1 And here again the 
three Gospels contain the same passage without variation.

Now, in all these cases not only is the selection of the Gospel 
from which the quotation was actually taken completely an open 
question, since they all have it, but still more is the point 
uncertain, when it is considered that iftany other works may also 
have contained it, historical sayings being naturally common 
property. Does the agreement of the quotation with a passage 
which is equally found in the three Gospels prove the existence of 
all of them ? and if not, how is the Gospel from which it was 
actually taken to be distinguished ? If it be difficult to do so, 
how much more when the possibility and probability, demonstrated 
by the agreement of the three extant, that it might have formed 
part of a dozen other works is taken into account.

It is unnecessary to add that, in proportion as we remove from 
apostolic times without positive evidence of the existence and 
authenticity of our Gospels, so does the value of their testimony 
dwindle away. Indeed, requiring as we do clear, direct, and irre
fragable evidence of the integrity, authenticity, and historical 
character of these Gospels, doubt or obscurity on these points 
must inevitably be fatal to them as sufficient testimony—if they 
could, under any circumstances, be considered sufficient testimony 
—for miracles and a direct Divine revelation like ecclesiastical 
Christianity.

We propose to examine, first, the evidence for the three 
Synoptics, and then, separately, the testimony regarding the fourth 
Gospel.

1 Cf. Matt. vii. 7-8 with Luke xi. 9-10; Matt. xi. 25 with Luke x. 21.
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CHAPTER I.

CLEMENT OF ROME—THE EPISTLE OF BARNABAS—
THE PASTOR OF HERMAS

T h e  first work which presents itself for examination is the so- 
called first Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, which, together 
with a second Epistle to the same community, likewise attributed 
to Clement, is preserved to us in the Codex Alexandrinus, a MS. 
assigned by the most competent judges to the second half of the 
fifth or beginning of the sixth century, in which these Epistles 
follow the books of the New Testament. The second Epistle, 
which is evidently not epistolary, but the fragment of a Homily, 
although it thus shares with the first the honour of a canonical 
position in one of the most ancient codices of the New Testa
ment, is not mentioned at all by the earlier Fathers who refer to 
the f i r s t a n d  Eusebius, who is the first writer who mentions it, 
expresses doubt regarding it, while Jerome and Photius state that 
it was rejected by the ancients. It is now universally regarded as 
spurious, and dated about the end of the second century, or 
later. We shall hereafter see that many other pseudographs 
were circulated in the name of Clement, to which, however, we 
need not further allude at present.

There has been much controversy as to the identity of the 
Clement to whom the first Epistle is attributed. In early days he 
was supposed to be the Clement mentioned in the Epistle to the 
Philippians (iv. 3),2 but this is now generally doubted or 
denied, and the authenticity of the Epistle has, indeed, been 
called in question both by earlier and later critics. It is unneces
sary to detail the various traditions regarding the supposed writer, 
but we must point out that the Epistle itself makes no mention o f  
the author’s name. It merely purports to be addressed by “ The 
Church of God which sojourns at Rome to the Church of God 
sojourning at Corinth” ; but in the Codex Alexandrinus the title 
of “ The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians ” is added at

1 Dionysius, Cor. in Euseb., H. E . , iv. 23; Irenaeus, Adv. Heer., iii. 3 ;  
Clemens AL, Stromata, iv. 17, § 107, i. 7, § 38, v. 12, § 81, vi. 8, § 65 ; 
Origen, De P ritu ip ., ii. 3, 6 ; in Ezech. 8 ; Epiphanius, Hter., xxvii. 6. 
Cf. Cyril, Hieros., Cateeh., xviii. 8.

2 Eusebius, H .E ., iii. IS, 16 ; Hieron., de Vir. III., 15 ; I’hotius, B ill. Cod.
113-
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the end. Clement of Alexandria calls the supposed writer the 
“Aposde Clement Origen reports that many also ascribed to 
him the authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews ;2 and Photius 
mentions that he was likewise said to be the writer of the Acts of 
the Apostles.3 We know that, until a comparatively late date, this 
Epistle was quoted as Holy Scripture,* and was publicly read in 
the churches at the Sunday meetings of Christians.5 It has, as 
we have seen, a place amongst the canonical books of the New 
Testament in the Codex Alexandrinus, but it did not long retain 
that position in the canon, for, although in the Apostolic Canons6 
of the sixth or seventh century both Epistles appear, yet in the 
Stichometry of Nicephorus, a work of the ninth century, derived, 
however, as Credner? has demonstrated, from a Syrian catalogue 
of the fifth century, both Epistles are classed among the 
Apocrypha.8

Great uncertainty prevails as to the date at which the Epistle 
was written. Reference is supposed to be made to it by the so- 
called Epistle of Polycarp, but, owing to the probable inauthenti
city of that work itself, no weight can be attached to this circum
stance. The first certain reference to it is by Hegesippus, in the 
second half of the second century, mentioned by Eusebius.9 
Dionysius of Corinth, in a letter ascribed to him, addressed to 
Soter, Bishop of Rome, is the first who distinctly mentions the 
name of Clement as the author of the Epistle.10 There is some 
difference of opinion as to the order of his succession to the 
Bishopric of Rome. Irenaeus11 and Eusebius12 say that he followed 
Anacletus, and the latter adds the date of the twelfth year of the 
reign of Domitian (a.d . 91-92), and that he died nine years after, 
in the third year of Trajan’s reign (a.d . 100).13 Internal evidence'* 
shows that the Epistle was written after some persecution of the 
Roman Church, and the selection lies between the persecution 
under Nero, which would suggest the date a.d . 64-70, or that 
under Domitian, which would assign the letter to the end of the 
first century, or to the beginning of the second. Those who 
adhere to the view that the Clement mentioned in the Epistle to 
the Philippians is the author maintain that the Epistle was 
written under Nero. One of their principal arguments for this

‘ Strom, iv. 17, § 107. 2 Eusebius, H .E . , vi. 25.
3 Quasi. Amphil., Gallandi, Bihl. Patr., 1765, xiii., p. 7 22-
4 Irereeus, Adv. H ar., iv . 3  ; C le m e n s  A l . ,  Strom., l .c .
5 Dion., Cor. in Euseb. H. E . , iv. 23, iii. 16; Epiphanius, H ar., xxx. 15 ; 

Hieron., de Vir. III., 15.
t Can. 76 (85). 7 Zur Gesch. ties /Canons, 1847, p. 97 ff.
8 Credner, ib., p. 122. 9 H. £ . ,  iii. 16, iv. 22. 10 Euseb., H .E .,  iv. 23.
11 Adv. H ar., iii. 3, § 3 ; Euseb., H. E ., v. 6.
"* H. E., iii. 15, cf. 4. 13 H. £ . ,  iii. 15, 34. 14 Ch. i.

K
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conclusion is a remark occurring in chapter xli.: “ Not everywhere, 
brethren, are the daily sacrifices offered up, or the votive offerings, 
or the sin-offerings and the trespass-offerings, but only in 
Jerusalem. But even there they are not offered in every place, 
but only at the altar before the Sanctuary, examination of the 
sacrifice offered being first made by the High Priest and the 
ministers already mentioned.” From this it is concluded that the 
Epistle was written before the destruction of the Temple. It has, 
however, been shown that Josephus,1 the author of the “ Epistle to 
Diognetus ” (c. 3), and others, long after the Jewish worship of the 
Temple was at an end, continually speak in the present tense of 
the Temple worship in Jerusalem; and it is evident, as Cotelier 
long ago remarked, that this may be done with propriety even in 
the present day. The argument is therefore recognised to be 
without value. Tischendorf, who systematically adopts the earliest 
possible or impossible dates for all the writings of the first two 
centuries, decides, without stating his reasons, that the grounds for 
the earlier date, about a .d . 69, as well as for the episcopate of 
Clement from a.d . 68-77,“are conclusive ; but he betrays his more 
correct impression by classing Clement, in his index, along with 
Ignatius and Polycarp as representatives of the period, “ First and 
second quarters of the second century ” ;3 and in the Prolegomena 
to his New Testament he dates the episcopate of Clement “ ab 
anno 92 usque io2.”« The earlier episcopate assigned to him by 
Hefele upon most insufficient grounds is contradicted by the 
direct statements of Iraeneus, Eusebius, Jerome, and others who 
give the earliest lists of Roman Bishops,5 as well as by the internal 
evidence of the. Epistle itself. In chapter xliv. the writer speaks 
of those appointed by the apostles to the oversight of the Church, 
“ or afterwards by other notable men, the whole Church consenting
....... who have for a long time been commended by all, etc.,”
which indicates successions of Bishops since apostolic days. In 
another place (chap, xlvii.) he refers the Corinthians to the Epistle 
addressed to them by Paul “ in the beginning of the Gospel,” and 
speaks of “ the most stedfast and ancient Church of the 
Corinthians,” which would be absurd in an Epistle written about 
a .d . 69. Moreover, an advanced episcopal form of Church 
government is indicated throughout the letter, which is quite

1 Antig., iii. 6, 12 ; Contra Apiou., i. 7, ii. 23.
* He refers in a note particularly to Hefele, Pair. Ap., 1855, p. 33 If.
3 “ Erstes und zweites Viertel des 2 Jahrh. Clemens v. Rom. Ignatius und 

Polycarp." Wann wurden uns. Evangelien verfasst? 4th Aufl., 1866, p. 20, 
cf. Uebersickt des Inhalts.

4 Nov. Test. Graece, Lips. Sumpt. Ad. IVinter, Ed. septima Crit. min. 
Proleg., p. cxxix.

5 Cf. Lipsius, Chronologie der rom. Bischofe, 1869.
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inconsistent with such a date. The great mass of critics, therefore, 
have decided against the earlier date of the episcopate of Clement, 
and assign the composition of the Epistle to the end of the first 
century (a.d . 95 -100 ). Others, however, date it still later. There 
is no doubt that the great number of Epistles and other writings 
falsely circulated in the name of Clement may well excite 
suspicion as to the authenticity of this Epistle also, which is far 
from unsupported by internal proofs. Of these, however, we shall 
only mention one. We have already incidentally remarked that 
the writer mentions the Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, the 
only instance in which any New Testament writing is referred to 
by nam e; but along with the Epistle of the “ blessed Paul ” the 
author also speaks of the “ blessed Judith,” and this leads to the 
inquiry : When was the Book of Judith written ? Hitzig, Volkmar, 
and others, contend that it must be dated a.d . 11 7 -1 1 8 ,' and if 
this be admitted, it follows, of course, that an Epistle which 
already shows acquaintance with the Book of Judith cannot have 
been written before a.d . i 20 -125  at the earliest, which many, for 
this and other reasons, affirm to be the case with the Epistle of 
pseudo-Clement. Whatever date be assigned to it, however, it is 
probable that the Epistle is interpolated, although it must be 
added that this is not the view of the majority of critics.

It is important to ascertain whether or not this ancient Chris
tian Epistle affords any evidence of the existence of our Synoptic 
Gospels at the time when it was written. Tischendorf, who is 
ever ready to claim the slightest resemblance in language as a 
reference to New Testament writings, states that, although this 
Epistle is rich in quotations from the Old Testament, and that 
Cement here and there also makes use of passages from Pauline 
Epistles, he nowhere refers to the Gospels.2 This is perfectly 
true, but several passages occur in this Epistle which are either 
quotations from Evangelical works different from ours, or derived 
from tradition, and in either case they have a very important bear
ing upon our inquiry.

The first of these passages occurs in ch. xiii., and for greater 
facility of comparison we shall at once place it both in the Greek 
and in translation, in juxta-position with the nearest parallel 
readings in our Synoptic Gospels ; and, as far as may be, we shall 
in the English version indicate differences existing in tlwP original 
texts. The passage is introduced thus : “ Especially remembering

1 Hitzig, Zur K ritik  d. apokr. Bucher d. A. T ., Zeitschr. f .  wiss. Theol., 
i860, p. 240 ff. ; Volkmar, Theol. Jahrb., 1856, p. 362 ff., 1857, p. 441 ff. 
IT  buck. Einl. in d. Apokr., i860, i. p. 268; Baur, Lehrb. chr. Dogmen- 
geschichte, 1858, p. 82 anm.; Groetz, Gesch. d. Juden vom Unterg. d. jiid. 
Staates u. s. w ., 1866, p. 132 If.

2 “ Aber nirgends a u f die Evangelien.” IVanrt wurden u. s. w., p. 20 f.
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the words of the Lord Jesus, which he spake teaching gentle
ness and long-suffering. For thus he said ”:—

E p i s t l e , x i i i .

(a) Be pitiful, that ye I 
may be pitied ;

(p) forgive, that it may 
be forgiven to you ;

M a t t h e w .

v. 7. Blessed are the 
pitiful, for they shall 
obtain pity.

vi. 14. For if ye for
give men their tres
passes, &c.

L u k e .

vi. 36. Be ye there
fore merciful, as your 
Father also is merciful.

vi. 37.......pardon' and
ye shali be pardoned,

(7) as yc do, so shall 
it he done to you ;

(3 ) as ye give, so shall 
it he given to you ;

(«) as ye judge, so 
shall it be judged to you;

(f) as ye show kind
ness shall kindness be 
shown to you

(v) with what mea
sure ye mete, with the 
same shall it be mea
sured to you.

vii. 12. Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye 
would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so

vii. 2. For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged,

and

with what measure ye 
mete, it shall be mea
sured to you.

vi. 31. And as ye 
would that men should 
do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise.

vi. 38.......give, and it
shall be given to you.

vi. 37. Judge not, and 
ye shall not be judged.

vi. 38. For with the 
same measure that ye 
mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again.

(o ) E X edre , f ro  
6rjre.

f/3) itplert, Xva dcptSy 
vfuv.

(7 )  u s  r outre, olhu 
TronjOrjiTf rai i'fiiv.

[9) wr SLdorc, oOrus 
doOrjoerat vniv.

(«) U)S KplveTC, oDtvS 
tcptdfyTCffQe LIfjuv.

ft) ws xpritrTtvtirdf, 
oOtus x/n)<rreu^ ,j<rer®t

(17) ip per pip ptrpelrc, 
tv a&TIp fJL€Tprj$Tff(T€Tai 
VfJUV.a

v. 7 Mardptoi ol tXelj- 
povt s, Art a vrol tXeij- 
Olfcovrai.

vi. 14 ’Edr ydp d<f>r)re 
rocs dvdpivwoit ra wap- 
awribpara avrwv, k.t.X.

vii. 12 IIdvra oftv 8<ra 
hv dtXrjre Tva woiuxriv 
vpuv ol Avdpcjwoi, ofrrws 
rai vfi€is woietre atrrois.

vii. 2 tv  <p yap Kplpan 
KplP€T€ Kpi$j)Crt<T$€,

Kal iv  ip fJ.trpip pt-
rpetre perpyjOtiacrai vp.iv.

vi. 36 ytvtaOc ovv 
obtrlppLovcs, k. t.X.

vi. 37 dToXuere, rai 
dwoXvB-fpreaOt.

vi. 3 1 rai ra#u>* StXere 
tva roiuHTiv vp.iv oi 
Avffpanroi, rai vpets 
wotfire avrois dpoiun.

vi. 38 618ot€, rai
8o0 <̂T€TOl VfJUV.

vi. 37 xal fir) Kpivcrt 
ra i  01) p 7j Kpidr/Tf

vi. 38 rip ydp airnp 
ptrpip <p perpetre dvrt- 
p.€TprfOt)<r€rai vp.iv.

1 We use this word not as the best equivalent of dwoXvere, but merely to 
indicate to readers unacquainted with Greek the use of a different word from 
the d<f>ijT€ of the first Gospel, and from the diplere of the Epistle; and this 
system we shall adopt as much as possible throughout. 

a Cf. Mark iv. 24. Cf. Horn. Clem, xviii. 16.
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Of course, it is understood that, although for convenience of 
comparison we have broken up this quotation into these phrases, 
it is quite continuous in the Epistle. It must be evident to 
anyone who carefully examines the parallel passages that “ the 
words of the Lord Jesus” in the Epistle cannot have been 
derived from our Gosp>els. Not only is there no similar con
secutive discourse in them, but the scattered phrases which are 
{minted out as presenting superficial similarity with the quotation 
are markedly different both in thought and language. In it, as in 
the “ beatitudes” of the “ Sermon on the Mount” in the first
Gospel, the construction is peculiar and continuous : “ Do this.......
in order that (fra)....... or, “As (ais) ye do.............so (ovrais)........”
The theory of a combination of passages from memory, which 
is usually advanced to explain such quotations, cannot serve here, 
for thoughts and expressions occur in the passage in the Epistle 
which have no parallel at all in our Gospels, and such dismem
bered phrases as can be collected from our first and third Synoptics, 
for comparison with it, follow the course of the quotation in the 
ensuing order: Matt. v. 7, vi. 14, part of vii. 12, phrase without 
parallel, first part of vii. 2, phrase without parallel, last port of
vii. 2; or Luke vi. 36, last phrase of vi. 37, vi. 31, first phrase of 
vi. 38, first phrase of vi. 37, phrase without parallel, last phrase 
of vi. 38.

The only question with regard to this passage, therefore, is 
whether the writer quotes from an unknown written source or 
from tradition. He certainly merely professes to repeat “ words 
of the Lord Jesus,” and does not definitely indicate a written 
record; but it is much more probable, from the context, that he 
quotes from a gospel now no longer extant than that he derives 
this teaching from oral tradition. He introduces the quotation not 
only with a remark implying a well-known record : “ Remembering 
the words of the Lord Jesus which he spake, teaching,” etc.; but 
he reiterates : “ For thus he said,” in a way suggesting careful and 
precise quotation of the very words; and he adds at the end : 
“ By this injunction and by these instructions let us establish our
selves, that we may walk in obedience to his holy words, thinking 
humbly of ourselves.”1 It seems improbable that the writer 
would so markedly have indicated a precise quotation of words of 
Jesus, and would so emphatically have commended them as the 
rule of life to the Corinthians, had these precepts been mere 
floating tradition, until then unstamped with written permanence. 
The phrase, “ As ye show kindness (xpTja-Tevartie)," etc., which is

1 Tclvttj rfj trroXjj ical rois xapayŷ X/icuri rofrroi y <mjpti-<i)fiev tavrobt eh rb 
Topefoffdcu irrrjKbovs 6rras Tcis byiOTcperiai Xbyois airrov, Tareti'ô poi'oOrrej. 
c. xiii.
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nowhere found in our Gospels, recalls an expression quoted by 
Justin Martyr, apparently from a Gospel different from ours, and 
frequently repeated by him in the same form : “ Be ye kind and 
merciful (xp'/o~roi Kal obcTipfiove}) as your Father also is kind 
(xpijoros) and merciful.”1 In the very next chapter of the Epistle a 
similar reference again occurs : “ Let us be kind to each other 
(xprfrreva-iofuQa avrols), according to the mercy and benignity 
of our Creator.”3 Without, however, going more minutely into 
this question, it is certain, from its essential variations in language, 
thought, and order, that the passage in the Epistle cannot be 
claimed as a compilation from our Gospels; and we shall pre
sently see that some of the expressions in it which are foreign to 
our Gospels are elsewhere quoted by other Fathers, and there is 
reason to believe that these “ words of the Lord Jesus ” were not 
derived from tradition, but from a written source different from 
our Gospels. When the great difference which exists between the 
parallel passages in the first and third Synoptics, and still more 
between these and the second, is considered, it is easy to under
stand that other Gospels may have contained a version differing 
as much from them as they do from each other.

We likewise subjoin the next passage to which we must refer 
with the nearest parallels in our Synoptics. We may explain that 
the writer of the Epistle is rebuking the Corinthians for strifes 
and divisions amongst them, and for forgetting that they “ are 
members one of another,” and he continues (c. xlvi.): “ Remember 
the words of our Lord Jesus; for he said :—”

E p i s t l e , x l v i . M a t t h e w .

Woe to that man ;

(it were) well for him if 
he had not been born 
(rather) than that he 
should offend one of my 
elect ;

it were) better for 
him (that) a millstone 
should be attached (to 
him) and he should be 
drowned in the sea, 
(rather) than that he 
should pervert one of my 
elect.

xxvi. 24. Woe to 
that man by whom 

I the Son of Man is 
I delivered up ; (it were) 

well for him if that 
man had not been 
bom.

xviii. 6. But whoso 
shall offend one of 
these little ones which 
believe in me, it were 
profitable for him that 
a great millstone were 
suspended upon his 
neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth 
of the sea.

L u k e .  

xvii. I...but woe... 
through whom they 
(offences) come.

xvii. 2. It were ad
vantageous far him 
that a great millstone 
were hanged about his 
neck, and he cast in 
the sea, (rather) than that 
he offend one of these 
little ones.

Mark xiv. 21...... but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is delivered

1 A pot. , i. 15, and again twice in Dial. 96. 3 c. xiv.
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op, (it were) well for him if that man had not been born...... ix. 42. And
whosoever shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it is well 
for him rather that a great millstone were hanged about his neck, and he thrown 
in t he sea.

E p i s t l e , x l v i .

Ova i Tip ardpump 
eKeirtpr

KaXbr avnp el ovk
hf€9trf)$r)

f) f r a  Ttar 4k\cktGjv pov 
TKardaXUrai'

Kpetrror fjr aintp rept- 
redijrai fi6\or,

Kal Kara-wowTurdijrai

els rifr OdXauraar, 
fr a  rtor eVXejcrwy pov 

tuuTTpfypai.

M a t t h e w .

x x v i .  24 oval SI rtf 
drdponrtp ftceirip 8i 08 6 
vtos tov drOpunrov rapa- 
SlSorai•

KaXdr ffr aimp el ovk 
fyerrffdrj 6 dvQpiaros
ixelros. X V III. 6 8s 8*8.9 
ffKav8a\l<ro fra  rtor 
pixpwr Tourtar tGjv 
Turrevdrrur els i p i t 
avp<f>fpei avnp Ira 
KpepaaOjj pv\os 6vik6s
vepi t 8t  Tpdxy\or a&rov 
Kal KaTaworrurBjj 
i r  Tip xeXdyei 
Tys QaXdffays.

I L u k e .

| X V II. I oval 81 Si' 08 
' fpXcrai. (rA OKdv8a\ay

I X V II. 2
I \wriTc\ei a imp el
pvXos iriKds3 vepUetTai 

I Tcepl Tbr TpdxyXor avrov 
| Kal tppnrrai

els tt)v OdXaoaar, fj tra  
' <TKar8a\Urr) fr a 3 rwv
i piKpwv To&rtar.

This quotation is clearly not from 'our Gospels, but must be 
assigned to a different written source. The writer would scarcely 
refer the Corinthians to such words of Jesus if they were merely 
traditional. It is neither a combination of texts nor a quotation 
from memory. The language throughout is markedly different 
from any passage in the Synoptics, and to present even a super
ficial parallel it is necessary to take a fragment of the discourse of 
Jesus at the Last Supper regarding the traitor who should deliver 
him up (Matt. xxvi. 24), and join it to a fragment of his remarks 
in connection with the little child whom he set in the midst 
(xviii. 6). The parallel passage in Luke has not the opening 
words of the passage in the Epistle at all, and the portion which 
it contains (xvii. 2) is separated from the context in which it 
stands in the first Gospel, and which explains its meaning. If we 
contrast the parallel passages in the three Synoptics, their differ
ences of context are very suggestive; and, without referring to 
their numerous and important variations in detail, the confusion 
amongst them is evidence of very varying tradition.4 This alone 
would make the existence of another form like that quoted in the 
Epistle before us more than probable.

Tischendorf, in a note to his statement that Clement nowhere

1 The Cod. Sin. and Cod. D. (Bezae), insert rXV before ovai.
’ Cod. Sin. and D. read \Wot /uiXiitis instead of /ti/Xo,.
3 The Vatican (B.)and Sinaitic, as well as most of the other Codices, put 

tra at the end of the phrase.
4 Cf. Matt, xviii. 1-8 ; Mark ix. 33-43 ; Luke ix. 46-48, 49-50, xvii. 1-3.
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refers to the Gospels, quotes the passage we are now considering, 
the only one to which he alludes, and says : “ These words are 
expressly cited as ‘ words of Jesus our Lord,’ but they denote 
much more oral apostolic tradition than a use of the parallel 
passages in Matt. (xxvi. 24 ; xviii. 6) and Luke (xvii. 2).”' It is 
now, of course, impossible to determine finally whether the passage 
was actually derived from tradition or from a written source different 
from our Gospels; but, in either case, the fact is that the Episde 
not only does not afford the slightest evidence for the existence of 
any of our Gospels, but, from only making use of tradition or an 
apocryphal work as the source of information regarding words of 
Jesus, it is decidedly opposed to the pretensions made on behalf 
of the Synoptics.

Before passing on, we may, in the briefest way possible, refer to 
one or two other passages, with the view of further illustrating the 
character of the quotations in this Epistle. There are many 
passages cited which are not found in the Old Testament, and 
others which have no parallels in the New. At the beginning of 
the very chapter in which the words which we have just been con
sidering occur there is the. following quotation: “ It is written : 
Cleave to the holy, for they who cleave to them shall be made 
holy,”2 the source of which is unknown. In a previous chapter 
the writer says: “ And our Apostles knew, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that there will be contention regarding the name 
(ovoparos, office, dignity) of the episcopate.”3 What was the 
writer’s authority for this statement? We find Justin Martyr 
quoting, as an express prediction of Jesus: “ There shall be 
schisms and heresies,”3 which is not contained in our Gospels, 
but evidently derived from an uncanonical source—a fact rendered 
more apparent by the occurrence of a similar passage in the 
Clementine Homilies, still more closely bearing upon our Epistle: 
“ For there shall be, as the Lord said, false apostles, false prophets, 
heresies, desires for supremacy.”5 Hegesippus also speaks in a 
similar way: “ From these came the false Christs, false prophets, 
false apostles who divided the unity of the Church.”6 As

1 iVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 21, mm. 2. Cf. Lightfoot, Apost. Fathers, 
ii. Clement o f Rome, 1890, p. 141.

2 IVyaTrrai y ip ■ “ KoXXaoBe roit ayloit, Stl oi eoWumevoi airrdis ayiaodifOovTai. 
c. xlvi., cf. c. xxx. A similar expression occurs in Clement of Alexandria. 
Strom, v. 8, § 53.

3 Kal oi ArioroXoi TjpClv typurrav Sii roB rvplov 7pj.u>y 'Irftsov Xpurrov, Sti (pit 
( o r a l  Iri too oviparos Trjt tTiOKOTTVs. C. xliv., cf. xlv., xlvi.

4 "E<7ovto-l <s\iapa.TOi xal alpioeit. Dial. c. Tryph. 35, cf. 51.
5 “Ecovrat yip , tot 6 xvpios el-rev, i//evSar6<STo\oi, pevSeis rpotprjrai, alpioeit, 

ipiKapxlax' Clem, Horn., xvi. 21 ; cf. Const it. Apost., vi. 13 ; Clem. Recog., 
iv. 34.

0 A r6 roieruv pevSixpnrroi if/evSorpoifnjTai, peviariaroXoi, oXnvet tp lp ieav  
ri]v (vuotv Tijt (KKXijaLat, k, t .  X. Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 22.
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Hegesippus, and in all probability Justin Martyr and the author 
of the Clementines, made use of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, or to Peter, it is probable that these Gospels con
tained passages to which the words of the Epistle may refer.' 
It may be well to point out that the author also cites a passage 
from the fourth Book of Ezra, ii. 16 :2 “ And I shall remember 
the good day, and I shall raise you from your tombs.”3 Ezra 
reads : “ E t resuscitate mortuos de locis suis et de monumentis 
educam illos," etc. The first part of the quotation in the Epistle, 
of which we have only given the latter clause above, is taken from 
Isaiah xxvi. 20; but there can be no doubt that the above is from 
this apocryphal book, which, as we shall see, was much used in 
the early Church.

We now turn to the so-called “ Epistle of Barnabas,” another 
interesting relic of the early Church, many points in whose history 
have considerable analogy with that of the Epistle of pseudo- 
Clement. The letter itself bears no author’s name, is not dated 
from any place, and is not addressed to any special community. 
Towards the end of the second century, however, tradition began 
to ascribe it to Barnabas, the companion of Paul.3 The first 
writer who mentions it is Clement of Alexandria, who calls its 
author several times the “ Apostle Barnabas and Eusebius says 
that he gave an account of it in one of his works now no longer 
extant.6 Origen also refers to it, calling it a “ Catholic Epistle,” 
and quoting it as Scripture.? We have already seen in the case of 
the Epistles ascribed to Clement of Rome—and, as we proceed, 
we shall become only too familiar with the fact—the singular 
facility with which, in the total absence of critical discrimination, 
spurious writings were ascribed by the Fathers to Apostles and 
their followers. In many cases such writings were deliberately 
inscribed with names well known in the Church; but both in the 
case of the two Epistles to the Corinthians and the letter we are 
now considering no such pious fraud was attempted, nor was it 
necessary. Credulous piety, which attributed writings to every 
Apostle, and even to Jesus himself, soon found authors for each 
anonymous work of an edifying character. To Barnabas, the

'  See other instances in chapters xvii., xxiii., xxvi., xxvii., xxx., xlii., 
xlvii., etc.

2 2 Esdras of the English authorised Apocrypha.
3 koI fiunyrOtjao/iat TjfUpai dya6fjs, ical draarijau it/xas 4k tujo thjKwv vfiQv. c. L.
* Acts iv. 36, xi. 22 f., 30, xii. 25, etc.
5 Stromata ii., 6, § 31, 7, § 35, 20, § Il6, v. 10, § 64, cf. IS, § 67, 18, § 84, 

v. § 52.
6 H. E ., vi. 14, cf. 13.
7 y typarra i H) 4r rjj Haprdfia eaffo\iKy tTioTo\y, k. t. X. Contra Cels., i. 63, 

cf. De Princip. , iii. 2, § 4.
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friend of Paul, not only this Epistle was referred, but he was also 
reported by Tertullian and others to be the author of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews ;■ and an apocryphal “ Gospel according to 
Barnabas,” said to have had close affinity with our first Synoptic, is 
condemned, along with many others, in the decretal of Gelasius.2 
Eusebius, however, classes the so-called “ Epistle of Barnabas” 
amongst the spurious books (iv rots voOots),3 and elsewhere also 
speaks of it as uncanonical.* Jerome mentions it as read amongst 
apocryphal writings.s Had the Epistle been seriously regarded as 
a work of the “ Apostle ” Barnabas, it could scarcely have failed 
to attain canonical rank. That it was highly valued by the early 
Church is shown by the fact that it stands, along with the Shepherd 
of Hermas, after the canonical books of the New Testament in 
the Codex Sinaiticus, which is probably the most ancient MS. of 
them now known. In the earlier days of criticism some writers, 
without much question, adopted the traditional view as to the 
authorship of the Epistle; but the great mass of critics are now 
agreed in asserting that the composition, which itself is perfectly 
anonymous, cannot be attributed to Barnabas, the friend and 
fellow-worker of Paul. Those who maintain the former opinion 
date the Epistle about a .d . 70-73, or even earlier; but this is 
scarcely the view of any living critic. There are many indications 
in the Epistle which render such a date impossible; but we do 
not propose to go into the argument minutely, for it is generally 
admitted that, whilst there is a clear limit further back than which 
the Epistle cannot be set, there is little or no certainty how far 
into the second century its composition may not reasonably be 
advanced. Critics are divided upon the point; a few are disposed 
to date the Epistle about the end of the first or beginning of the 
second century, while a still greater number assign it to the reign 
of Hadrian (a.d . 117-138); and others, not without reason, 
consider that it exhibits marks of a still later period. It is 
probable that it is more or less interpolated. Until the discovery 
of the Sinaitic MS. a portion of the “ Epistle of Barnabas ” was 
only known through an ancient Latin version, the first four and a 
half chapters of the Greek having been lost. The Greek text,

1 De Pudic., § 20; Hieron., De vir. ill. 5. Many modern writers have 
supported the tradition. Cf. Credner, Gesck. N  T. /Canon, p. 175 ff. ; 
Thiersch, Die Kirche im ap. Zeit., p. 199 ff. ; Ullmann, Theol. Stud. u. 
A'rit., 1828, p. 377 fl. ; Wieseler, Unters. iib. d. Hebriierbrief, 1861, i ., p. 
32 ff.

’ Decretum de libris recipiendis et non recipiendis, in Credner, Zur Gesch. 
des /Canons, 1847, p. 215. Cf. Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T., i., p. 341 ; Grnbe, 
Spicil. Pair., i., p. 303.

3 H. £ . ,  iii. 25. « H. £ . ,  vi. 14, cf. 13.
5 Hieron, De vir. ill. 6, Comment, in Ezech., xliii. 19.
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however, is now complete, although often very corrupt. The author 
quotes largely from the Old Testament, and also from apocryphal 
works. He nowhere mentions any book or writer of the New 
Testament, and, with one asserted exception, which we shall 
presently examine, he quotes no passage agreeing with our 
Gospels. We shall refer to these, commencing at once with 
the most important.

In the ancient Latin translation of the Epistle the only form, 
as we have just said, in which, until the discovery of the Codex 
Sinaiticus, the first four and a half chapters were extant, the 
following passage occurs: “ Adtendamus ergo, ne forte, sicut 
scrip turn est, multi vocati pauci electi inveniamur.”1 “ Let us, there
fore beware lest, as it is written : Many are called, few are chosen.” 
These words are found in our first Gospel (xxii. 14), and, as the 
formula by which they are here introduced— “ it is written ”—is 
generally understood to indicate a quotation from Holy Scripture, 
it was, and is, argued by some that here we have a passage from 
one of our Gospels quoted in a manner which shows that, at the 
time the Epistle of Barnabas was written, the “ Gospel according 
to Matthew was already considered Holy Scripture.”2 Whilst 
this portion of the text existed only in the Latin version, it was 
argued that the “ sicut scriptvm est,” at least, must be an interpola
tion, and in any case that it could not be deliberately applied, at 
that date, to a passage in any writings of the New Testament 
On the discovery of the Sinaitic MS., however, the words were 
found in the Greek text in that Codex : irpocrixiofstv, /zrprorc, d»s 
ytypamai,irokkoi Kkip-oL, oktyot St ckAcktoi evptdMfuv. The question, 
therefore, is so far modified that, however much we may suspect the 
Greek text of interpolation, it must be accepted as the basis of 
discussion that this passage, whatever its value, exists in the 
oldest, and indeed only (and this point must not be forgotten), 
complete MS. of the Greek Epistle.

Now, with regard to the value of the expression “ it is written,” 
it may be remarked that in no case could its use in the Epistle of 
Barnabas indicate more than individual opinion, and it could not, 
for reasons to be presently given, be considered to represent the 
decision of the Church. In the very same chapter in which the 
formula is used in connection with the passage we are considering, 
it is also employed to introduce a quotation from the Book of 
Enoch,3 irt/H ov ytypairrai, <os 'Ew!>x A«yc«, and elsewhere (c. xii.) 
he quotes from another apocryphal book4 as one of the prophets. 
“Again, he refers to the Cross of Christ in another prophet,

1 Ch. iv. 2 Tischendorf, Warm wurden, u. s. w . , p. 92 ff.
3 Enoch lxxxix. 61 f., xc. 17. This book is again quoted in ch. xvi.
4 Cf. 4 Ezra iv. 33, v. 5.
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saying : ‘And when shall these things come to pass ? and the Lord
saith : When,’ etc.........tv akXjp irpo^njTfl XiyovTL..........X ty ti  K vp io s •
k.t.A.” He also quotes (ch. vi.) the apocryphal “ Book of Wisdom ” 
as Holy Scripture, and in like manner several other unknown 
works. When it is remembered that the Epistle of Clement to 
the Corinthians, the Shepherd of Hermas, the Epistle of Barnabas 
itself, and many other apocryphal works, have been quoted by the 
Fathers as Holy Scripture, the distinctive value of such an expres
sion may be understood.

With this passing remark, however, we proceed to say that this 
supposed quotation from Matthew as Holy Scripture, by proving 
too much, destroys its own value as evidence. The generality of 
competent and impartial critics are agreed that it is impossible 
to entertain the idea that one of our Gospels could have held the 
rank of Holy Scripture at the date of this Epistle, seeing that, for 
more than half a century after, the sharpest line was drawn between 
the writings of the Old Testament and of the New, and the former 
alone quoted as, or accorded the consideration of, Holy Scripture. 
If this were actually a quotation from our first Gospel, already in 
the position of Holy Scripture, it would, indeed, be astonishing 
that the Epistle, putting out of the question other Christian 
writings for half a century after it, teeming, as it does, with 
extracts from the Old Testament, and from known and unknown 
apocryphal works, should thus limit its use of the Gospel to a few 
words, totally neglecting the rich store which it contains, and 
quoting, on the other hand, sayings of Jesus not recorded at all 
in any of our Synoptics. It is most improbable that, if the author 
of the “ Epistle of Barnabas ” was acquainted with any one of our 
Gospels, and considered it an inspired and canonical work, he 
could have neglected it in such a manner. The peculiarity of the 
quotation which he is supposed to make, which we shall presently 
point out, renders such limitation to it doubly singular upon any 
such hypothesis. The unreasonable nature of the assertion, how
ever, will become more apparent as we proceed with our examina
tion, and perceive that none of the early writers quote our Gospels, 
if they knew them at all, but, on the other hand, make use of other 
works, and that the inference that Matthew was considered Holy 
Scripture, therefore, rests solely upon this quotation of half-a-dozen 
words.

The application of such a formula to a supposed quotation from 
one of our Gospels, in so isolated an instance, led to the belief 
that, even if the passage were taken from our first Synoptic, the 
author of the Epistle, in quoting it, laboured under the impres
sion that it was derived from some prophetical book. We daily 
see how difficult it is to trace the source even of the most familiar 
quotations. Instances of such confusion of memory are frequent
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in the writings of the Fathers, and many can be pointed out in the 
New Testament itself. For instance, in Matt, xxvii. 9 f. the 
passage from Zechariah xi. 12, 13, is attributed to Jeremiah; in 
Mark i. 2 a quotation from Malachi iii. 1 is ascribed to Isaiah. 
In 1 Corinthians ii. 9 a passage is quoted as Holy Scripture 
which is not found in the Old Testament at all, but which is 
taken, as Origen and Jerome state, from an apocryphal work, 
“ The Revelation of Elias ” and the passage is similarly quoted 
by the so-called Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians (xxxiv.). 
Then in what prophet did the author of the first Gospel find the 
words (xiii. 35): “ That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the prophet,3 saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter 
things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the 
world ” ?

Orelli,3 afterwards followed by many others, suggested that the 
quotation was probably intended for one in 4 Ezra viii. 3 : “ Nam 
multi creati sunt, pauci autem salvabuntur.”4 “ For many are 
created, but few shall be saved.” Bretschneider proposed, as an 
emendation of the passage in Ezra, the substitution of “ vocati ” 
for “ creati ” ; but, however plausible, his argument did not meet 
with much favour. Along with this passage was also suggested a 
similar expression in 4 Ezra ix. 15: “ Plures sunt qui pereunt, 
quam qui salvabuntur.” “ There are more who perish than who 
shall be saved.”5 The Greek of the three passages may read as 
follows :—

Mt. xxii. 14. IloXXoi ydp tloir, kXtitoI, dXlyoi 8t iKXeicrol.
Ep. Bar. iv. IloXXoi KXrjrol, 6XLyoi 81 IkX€ktoL
4 Ezra, viii. 3 IIoXXol ydp iyevtt^&yjaav, dXlyoi 81 tTuO^aoprai.

There can be no doubt that the sense of the reading in 4 Ezra 
is exactly that of the Epistle, but the language is somewhat 
different. We must not forget, however, that the original Greek 
of 4 Ezra is lost, and that we are wholly dependent on the 
versions and MSS. extant, regarding whose numerous variations 
and great corruption there are no differences of opinion. Orelli’s 
theory, moreover, is supported by the fact that the Epistle, else
where (c. xii.), quotes from 4 Ezra (iv. 33 ;■ v. 5).

On examining the passage as it occurs in our first Synoptic, we 
are, at the very outset, struck by the singular fact that this short

1 Origen, Tract., xxxv., § 17 Matt. ; Hieroti. ad Isaia, lxiv., Epist. ci. ; cf. 
Fabridas, Cod. Apocr., N. T ., i., p. 342.

3 In the Cod. Sinaiticvs a later nand has here inserted “ Isaiah.”
5 Selecta P air., p. 5. 4 Cf. Volkmar, Hbuch E ittl. Apocr. ii., p. 105.
5 We might also point to the verse x. 97, “ For thou art blessed above many, 

and art called near to the Most High, and so are but few.’’ “ 7 k cnim bcatus 
a  prcc multis, et vocatus es apud Altissimum, sicut et pauci.”
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saying appears twice in that Gospel with a different context, and 
in each case without any propriety of application to what precedes 
it, whilst it is not found at all in either of the other two Synoptics. 
The first time we meet with it is at the close of the parable of the 
labourers in the vineyard.1 The householder engages the labourers 
at different hours of the day, and pays those who had worked but 
one hour the same wages as those who had borne the burden and 
heat of the day, and the reflection at the close is (xx. 16): “ Thus 
the last shall be first, and the first last; for many are called, but 
few chosen.” It is perfectly evident that neither of these sayings, 
but especially not that with which we are concerned, has any con
nection with the parable at all. There is no question of many or 
few, or of selection or rejection ; all the labourers are engaged and 
paid alike. If there be a moral at all to the parable, it is the justi
fication of the master : “ Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own ?” It is impossible to imagine a saying more 
irrelevant to its context than “ many are called, but few chosen,” 
in such a place. The passage occurs again (xxii. 14) in connection 
with the parable of the king who made a marriage for his son. 
The guests who are at first invited refuse to come, and are 
destroyed by the king’s armies; but the wedding is, nevertheless, 
“ furnished with guests ” by gathering together as many as are 
found in the highways. A new episode commences when the king 
comes in to see the guests (v. 11). He observes a man there who 
has not on a wedding garment, and he desires the servants to 
(v. 13) “ Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness 
without,” where “ there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth ”;a 
and then comes our passage (v. 14), “ For many are called, but few 
chosen.” Now, whether applied to the first or to the latter part 
of the parable, the saying is irrelevant. The guests first called 
were in fact chosen as much as the last, but themselves refused to 
come, and of all those who, being “called” from the highways and 
byways, ultimately furnished the wedding with guests in their 
stead, only one was rejected. It is clear that the facts here dis
tinctly contradict the moral that “ few are chosen.” In both 
places the saying is, as it were, “ dragged in bythe hair.” On 
examination, however, -we find that the oldest MSS. of the New 
Testament omit the sentence from Matthew xx. 16. It is neither 
found in the Sinaitic nor Vatican codices, and whilst it has not the 
support of the Codex Alexandrinus, which is defective at the 1 2

1 Matt. xx. 1-16.
2 This is not the place to criticise the expectation of finding a wedding 

garment on a guest nurried in from highways and byways, or the punishment 
inflicted for such an offence, as questions affecting the character of the 
parable.
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part, nor of the Dublin rescript (z), which omits it, many other 
MSS. are also without it. The total irrelevancy of the saying to 
its context, its omission by the oldest authorities from Matt. xx. 
16, where it appears in later MSS., and its total absence from 
both of the other Gospels, must at once strike everyone as peculiar, 
and as very unfortunate, to say the least of it, for those who make 
extreme assertions with regard to its supposed quotation by the 
Epistle of Barnabas. Weizsacker, with great probability, suggests 
that in this passage we have merely a well-known proverb,1 which 
the author of the first Gospel has introduced into his work from 
some uncanonical or other source, and placed in the mouth of 
Jesus.2 Certainly, under the circumstances, it can scarcely be 
maintained in its present context as a historical saying of Jesus. 
Ewald, who naturally omits it from Matthew xx. 16, ascribes the 
parable: xx. 1-16, as well as that: xxii. 1-14, in which it stands, 
originally to the SpruchsammlungJ or collection of discourses, out 
of which, with intermediate works, he considers that our first 
Gospel was composed.* However this may be, there is, it seems 
to us, good reason for believing that it was not originally a part of 
these parables, and that it is not in that sense historical; and there 
is, therefore, no ground for asserting that it may not have been 
derived by the author of the Gospel from some older work, from 
which also it may have come into the “ Epistle of Barnabas.”s 

There is, however, another passage which deserves to be men
tioned. The Epistle has the following quotation : “ Again, I will 
show thee how, in regard to us, the Lord saith, He made a new 
creation in the last times. The Lord saith, Behold I make the 
first as the last.”6 Even Tischendorf does not claim this as a

' An illustration of such proverbial sayings is found in the Phaedo of 
Plato : tlal y ip  4ij, t/xurln ol repl rir Tc\crbj, ra.pdpK0(p6p0L p.b raWoi. fSduxoi 
te r t  TaCpoi, edSteph., i .,p . 69, “  For many, as they say in the Mysteries, are 
the thyrsus-bearers, but few are the mystics.” Cf. Jowett, Plato, i., p. 441, 
p. 381.

2 Z ur K r. des Barnabasbr. , p. 34 f. [In the fourth edition of his work 
on the Canon, Dr. Westcott very (airly states in a note: “ On the other 
hand, it is just to add that the proverbial form of the saying (‘ Many are 
called, but few chosen ’) is such as to admit of the supposition that it may 
have been derived by Barnabas from some older book than St. Matthew,” 
p. 51, note 2.]

3 D ie  drci ersten E w .,  1850. 4 Jahrb. bibl. IViss., ii., 1849, p. 191 ff.
5 Professor A- D. Loman, who impartially and ably discusses this quotation, 

is unable to admit that the passage is taken from our first Synoptic ; and he 
conjectures that the common source from which both the Synoptist and the 
author of the Epistle may have derived the saying may be a work which he 
supposes to be referred to in Luke xi. 49, Theol. Tijdschri/t, 1872, p. 196 f. ; 
cf. 1867, p. SS3, p. 5 5 9 - 

_6 ndXtr <rot tn&elfya, rpin \4yti KOpior dti'ncpav wXdeaf 4t
4<rx&Ttar 4rolrprev. \ 4y ti  x6pior ’IfloO, xotw r& 4<rxaTa vs rd tpurr a. c. vi.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



144 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

quotation of Matt. xx. 16,1 “ Thus the last shall be first and the 
first last ”  ( o u t o j s  etrovrai oi (cr^aroi irptaroi KaI o t  irpGnoi 
icr^aroi), the sense of which is quite different. The applica
tion of the saying in this place in the first, and, indeed, in the 
other, Synoptic Gospels is evidently quite false, and depends 
merely on the ring of words and not of ideas. In xix. 30 it is 
quoted a second time, quite irrelevantly, with some variation: 
“ But manj first shall be last, and last first” (iroWol St 
ftrovrai Trpwroi etryaToi (c a t icryaroi TrpSrroi). Now, it will be 
remembered that at xx. 16 it occurs in several MSS. in connection 
with “ Many are called, but few’ are chosen,” although the oldest 
codices omit the latter passage, and most critics consider it inter
polated. The separate quotation of these two passages by the 
author of the Epistle, with so marked a variation in the second, 
renders it most probable that he found both in the source from 
which he quotes. We have, however, more than sufficiently dis
cussed this passage. The author of the Epistle does not indicate 
any source from which he makes his quotation; and the mere 
existence in the first Synoptic of a proverbial saying like this does 
not in the least involve the conclusion that it is necessarily the 
writing from which the quotation was derived, more especially as 
apocryphal works are repeatedly cited in the Epistle. If it be 
maintained that the saying is really historical, it is obvious that the 
prescriptive right of our Synoptic is at once excluded, and it may 
have been the common property of a score of evangelical works.

There can be no doubt that many Scriptural texts have crept 
into early Christian writings which originally had no place there ; 
and where attendant circumstances are suspicious, it is always well 
to remember the fact. An instance of the interpolation of which 
we speak is found in the “ Epistle of Barnabas.” In one place, 
the phrase, “ Give to everyone that asketh of thee” (iravrl r<j> 
atrovvTi <re 8t8ov),3 occurs, not as a quotation, but merely woven 
into the Greek text as it existed before the discovery of the Sinaitic 
MS. This phrase is the same as the precept in Luke vi. 30, 
although it was argued by some that, as no other trace of the third 
Gospel existed in the Epistle, it was more probably an alteration 
of the text of Matt. v. 42. Omitting the phrase from the
passage in the Epistle, the text read as follows : “ Thou 
shalt not hesitate to give, neither shalt thou murmur when thou
givest....... so shalt thou know who is the good Recompenser of the
reward.” The supposed quotation, inserted where we have left a

' Dr. Westcott does not make any reference to it either. [In the 
4th ed. of his work on the Canon (p. 62) he expresses an opinion that it 
is a reference “ to  some passage of the O. T .,” and suggests Ezek. 
xxxvi. 11.]

3 Ch. xix.
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blank, really interrupted the sense, and repeated the previous 
injunction. The oldest MS., the Codex Sinaiticvs, omits the 
quotation, and so ends the question, but it is afterwards inserted 
by another hand. Some pious scribe, in fact, seeing the relation 
of the passage to the Gospel, had added the words in the margin 
as a gloss, and they afterwards found their way into the text. In 
this manner very many similar glosses have crept into texts which 
they were originally intended to illustrate.1

Tischendorf, who does not allude to this, lays much stress upon 
the following passage : “ But when he selected His own apostles, 
who should preach His Gospel, who were sinners above all sin, in 
order that he might show that He came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners, then He manifested Himself to be the Son of God.”* 
We may remark that in the common Greek text the words “ to 
repentance ” were inserted after “ sinners,” but they are not found 
in the Sinaitic MS. In like manner many Codices insert them in 
Matt. ix. 13 and Mark ii. 17, but they are not found in some of 
the oldest MSS., and are generally rejected. Tischendorf con
siders them a later addition both to the text of the Gospel and of 
the Epistle.3 But this very fact is suggestive. It is clear that a 
supposed quotation has been deliberately adjusted to what was 
considered to be the text of the Gospel. Why should the whole 
phrase not be equally an interpolation ? We shall presently see 
that there is reason to think that it is so. Although there is no 
quotation in the passage, who, asks Tischendorf/ could mistake 
the words as they stand in Matt. ix. 13, “ For I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners ” ? This passage is referred to by 
Origen in his work against Celsus, in a way which indicates that 
the supposed quotation did not exist in his copy. Origen says: 
“ And as Celsus has called the Apostles of Jesus infamous men, 
saying that they were tax-gatherers and worthless sailors, we have
to remark on this, that, etc....... Now, in the Catholic Epistle of
Barnabas, from which, perhaps, Celsus derived the statement that 
the Apostles were infamous and wicked men, it is written that 
‘Jesus selected his own Apostles, who were sinners above all 
sin,’ ”s and then he goes on to quote the expression of Peter to 
Jesus (Luke v. 8), and then 1 Timothy i. 15 ; but he nowhere

' The phrase, “ Give to everyone that asketh of thee,” occurs also in the 
“ Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” i., 8 5, with which little treatise, published 
since the complete edition of this work was issued, several other passages in the 
Epistle agree—cf. p. 149 ff.

2 'O re Si tqvi ISloin irarrSKom robs fiiWorras KYjpvoffnv tA fuayycXtor 
airrov i( t\i(a ro , trra i inrip raffay ipaprior iropuTipovt, tro Sel^y, Sri 06k 
IjXffer naKioai Sixalovi, d\Xd irpapruXou», fir e  itparipuxrtv iavriv elrai vlbr ffeov. 
c. v.

3 IVann ivurdcn, u. r. tv., p. 96, anm. 1.
* Ih. , p. 96. 5 Contra Ct/s., i. 63.

L
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refers to the supposed quotation in the Epistle. Now, if we read 
the passage without the quotation, we have : “ But when he 
selected his own Apostles who should preach his Gospel, who
were sinners above all sin....... then he manifested himself to be
the Son of God.” Here a pious scribe very probably added in 
the margin the gloss, “ in order that he might show that he came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners,” to explain the passage; and, 
as in the case of the phrase, “ Give to every one that asketh of 
thee,” the gloss became subsequently incorporated with the text. 
The Epistle, however, goes on to give the only explanation which 
the author intended, and which clashes with that of the scribe. 
“ For, if he had not come in the flesh, how could men have been 
saved by beholding him ? Seeing that looking on the sun that 
shall cease to be, the work of his hands, they have not even power 
to endure his rays. Accordingly, the Son of Man came in the 
flesh for this, that he might bring to a head the number of their 
sins who had persecuted to death his prophets.”' The argument 
of Origen bears out this view, for he does not at all take the 
explanation of the gloss as to why Jesus chose his disciples from 
such a class, but he reasons : “ What is there strange, therefore, 
that Jesus, being minded to manifest to the race of men his power 
to heal souls, should have selected infamous and wicked men, and 
should have elevated them so far that they became a pattern of 
the purest virtue to those who were brought by their persuasion to 
the Gospel of Christ ?”2 The argument, both of the author of the 
Epistle and of Origen, is different from that suggested by the 
phrase under examination, and we consider it a mere gloss intro
duced into the text; which, as the « s  fitravou iv  shows, has, in 
the estimation of Tischendorf himself, been deliberately altered. 
Even if it originally formed part of the text, however, it would be 
wrong to affirm that it affords proof of the use or existence of the 
first Gospel. The words of Jesus in Matt. ix. 12-14 evidently 
belong to the oldest tradition of the Gospel, and, in fact, Ewald 
ascribes them, apart from the remainder of the chapter, originally 
to the Spruchsammlung, from which, with two intermediate books, 
he considers that our present Matthew was composed.3 Nothing 
can be more certain than that such sayings, if they be admitted 
to be historical at all, must have existed in many other works, and 
the mere fact of their happening to be also in one of the Gospels 
which has survived cannot prove its use, or even its existence at 
the time the Epistle of Barnabas was written, more especially as 
the phrase does not occur as a quotation, and there is no indica
tion of the source from which it was derived.

Tischendorf, however, finds a further analogy between the

' c. v. 1 Contra Cels., i. 63. 3 Die drei ersten E m . , p. 15, p. 1.
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Epistle and the Gospel of Matthew, in ch. xii. “ Since, therefore, 
in the future they were to say that Christ is the son of 1 )avid, 
fearing and perceiving clearly the error of the wicked, David him
self prophesies : ‘ The Lord said unto my Lord, sit at my right 
hand until I make thine enemies thy footstool.’ ” Tischendorf, 
upon this, inquires, “ Could Barnabas so write without the sup
position that his readers had Matt. xxii. 41 ff. before them, 
and does not such a supposition likewise infer the actual authority 
of Matthew’s Gospel ?”' Such rapid argument and extreme con
clusions are startling indeed; but, in his haste, our critic has 
forgotten to state the whole case. The author of the Epistle has 
been elaborately showing that the Cross of Christ is repeatedly 
typified in the Old Testament, and at the commencement of the 
chapter, after quoting the passage from 4 Ezra iv. 33, v. 5, he 
points to the case of Moses, to whose heart “ the spirit speaks that 
he should make a form of the cross,” by stretching forth his arms 
in supplication, and so long as he did so Israel prevailed over 
their enemies; and again he typified the cross when he set up the 
brazen serpent upon which the people might look and be healed. 
Then, that which Moses as a prophet said to Joshua (Jesus), the 
son of Nave, when he gave him that name, was solely for the 
purpose that all the people might hear that the Father would 
reveal all things regarding his Son to the son of Nave. This name 
being given to him when he was sent to spy out the land, Moses 
said: “ Take a book in thy hands, and write what the Lord saith, 
that the Son of God will in the last days cut off by the roots all 
the house of Amelek.” This, of course, is a falsification of the 
passage. Exodus xvii. 14, for the purpose of making it declare 
Jesus to be the “ Son of God.” Then, proceeding in the same 
strain, he says: “ Behold again, Jesus is not the son of Man, but 
the Son of God, manifested in the type and in the flesh. Since, 
therefore, in the future, they were to say that Christ is the son of 
David ” (and here follows the passage we are discussing) “ fearing 
and perceiving clearly the error of the wicked, David himself 
prophesied : ‘ The Lord said unto my Lord, sit at my right hand 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool’ And again, thus speaks 
Isaiah: ‘ The Lord said to Christ my Lord, whose right hand I 
have held, that the nations may obey Him, and I will break in 
pieces the strength of kings.’ Behold how David calleth Him 
Lord, and the Son of God.” And here end the chapter and the 
subject. Now it is quite clear that the passage occurs, not as a 
reference to any such dilemma as that in Matt. xxii. 41 ff., but 
simply as one of many passages which, at the commencement of 
our era, were considered prophetic declarations of the divinity of

1 Wantt vmrden, u. s. w ., p. 96.
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Christ, in opposition to the expectation of the Jews that the 
Messiah was to be the son of David ;* and, as we have seen, in 
order to prove his point, the author alters the text. To argue that 
such a passage of a Psalm, quoted in such a manner in this Epistle, 
proves the use of our first Synoptic is in the highest degree 
arbitrary.

We have already pointed out that the author quotes apocryphal 
works as Holy Scripture, and we may now add that he likewise 
cites words of Jesus which are nowhere found in our Gospels. 
For instance, in ch. vii. we meet with the following expressions 
directly attributed to Jesus. “ Thus he says : ‘ Those who desire 
to behold me and to attain my kingdom must through tribulation 
and suffering receive me.’ ” Hilgenfeld" compares this with another 
passage, similar in sense, in 4 Ezra vii. 14 ; but in any case it is 
not a quotation from our Gospels ; and, with so many passages in 
them suitable to his purpose, it would be amazing if he knew and 
held Matthew in the consideration which Tischendorf asserts, that 
he should neglect their stores, and go elsewhere for such quotations. 
There is nothing in this Epistle worthy of the name of evidence 
even of the existence of our Gospels.

The “ Shepherd ” of Hermas is another work which very nearly 
secured permanent canonical rank with the writings of the New 
Testament. It was quoted as Holy Scripture by the Fathers, and 
held to be divinely inspired, and it was publicly read in the 
churches.3 It has a place with the “ Epistle of Barnabas,” in the 
Sinaitic Codex after the canonical books. In early times it was 
attributed to the Hermas who is mentioned in the Epistle to the 
Romans xiv. 14, in consequence of a mere conjecture to that effect 
by Origen;« but the Canon of Muratori3 confidently ascribes it to 
a brother of Pius, Bishop of Rome, and, at least, there does not 
seem any ground for the statement of Origen. It may have 
been written about the middle of the second century or a little 
earlier.

Tischendorf dismisses this important memorial of the early 
Christian Church with a note of two lines, for it has no quota-

‘ Cf. Gfrorer, Das Jakrh. des Heils, ii., p. 219 ff., 258 ff., 292 ff.
2 D ie Proph. Ezra u. Daniel, p. 70.
3 Irenteus, Adv. H ar., iv. 20, § 2 ;  Clemens AJ., Strom., i. 29, § 181, ii. 

I, § 3 . vi. 15, § 131 ; Tertullian, De Oral., 12. He rejected it later. De 
Pudic., 10 ; Origen, Comm, in Rom., lib. x. 31, Horn., viii. in Num., Horn. i. 
in Psalm 37, De Princip., ii. I, § 3, iii. 2, § 4 ; cf. Eusebios, H. £ . ,  iii. 3, v. 8 ; 
iii. 25 ; Cotelier, Pair. A p., i. 68 f.

* Puto autem quod Hermas isle sit scriptor libelli il/ius qui Pastor appelatur, 
qua scriptura valde mihi utilis videtur, et utputo divinitus inspirata. In Rom. 
lib. x. 31.

5 Routh, Re/iq. Sacra, i., p. 396; Tregelles, Canon M urat., p. 20.
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tions either from the Old or New Testament.1 He does not even 
suggest that it contains any indications of acquaintance with our 
Gospels. The only direct quotation in the “ Shepherd ” is from 
an apocryphal work which is cited as Holy Scripture : “ The Lord 
is nigh unto them who return to him, as it is written in Eldad and 
Modat, who prophesied to the people in the wilderness.”2 This 
work, which appears in the Stichometry of Nicephorus amongst 
the apoarypha o f the Old Testament, is no longer extant.

THE TEACHING OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES.

In 1873, Bryennius, then Metropolitan of Serrse,and now Patriarch 
of Nicomedia, discovered an interesting MS. volume in the library 
of the Jerusalem Monastery of the Most Holy Sepulchre at 
Constantinople. It contained seven Greek documents, amongst 
which may be mentioned the Epistle of Barnabas, the first Epistle 
of Clement in the only complete form known, the spurious second 
Epistle of Clement, Epistle of Mary of Cassoboli to Ignatius the 
Martyr of Antioch, twelve Epistles of pseudo-Ignatius, and the 
“Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” with which we are now 
concerned. At the end of the MS. volume is the signature of 
the copyist, “ Leon, notary and sinner,” with a date which cor
responds with a.d. 1056. In 1875, Bryennius published the two 
Epistles of Clement; but it was not until the close of 1883 that 
he was able to lay before the world the Greek text of the short 
treatise in which we are now interested,3 and, as an able writer 
has truly remarked, it has ever since been “ the spoiled child of 
criticism.”* Bryennius himself assigns the “ Teaching ” to a date 
between a.d. 120-160.

Several ancient writers mention a work with a similar, yet 
different, title. The first of these is Eusebius. After speaking of 
the “ Shepherd” of Hermas, the Apocalypse of Peter, and the 
Epistle of Barnabas, he adds: “ the so-called 1 Teachings of tne 
Apostles ’ ” (tCiv arooToXiov ai Xcyofitvat St8a^at).s Somewhat 
later Athanasius6 mentions “ the so-called Teaching of the 
Apostles ” (Ai&axv nakavpivT] w  dwooTokwi/), along with other 
uncanonical works, such as the Wisdom of Solomon, the Wisdom 
of Sirach, Esther, Judith, Tobit, and the “ Shepherd." Twenty 
years after Athanasius, Rufinus? substantially repeats his state-

1 IVann warden, u. s. w . , p. 182 ; Westcott, On the Canon, p. 175 : Reuss, 
Hist, du Canon, p. 48 f.

1 Vis. ii. 3 ;  cf' Numbers xi. 26 f., Sept. Vers.
3 The complete edition of this work had been published some years earlier, 

so that we now deal with the Didache for the first time.
* Charles Bigg, D .D ., The Doctrine oj the Twelve Apostles, 1898, p. 21.
5 Hist. Seel., iii. 23. 6 Ep. Fest., 39. 1 Comm, in Symb. Apost., § 38.
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ments; but, in regard to the apocrypha of the New Testament, 
for the so-called “ Teaching of the Apostles ” he substitutes “ that 
which is called ‘ The Two Ways, or Judgment of Peter’ ” (gui 
appellaiur D ua Via vel Judicium Petri). We shall have more to 
say presently regarding this work. Our tract bears the title of 
“ The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles” (AiSa\r] twv S<o8ckh 
dTrtxrroA.an'), and this is confirmed and enlarged by a sub-title : “ The 
Teaching of the Lord, by the Twelve Apostles, to the Gentiles” 
(AiSax17 Kvptov Slo. t£)v StoStica dirocrroXntv rots ZOvariv). Dr. 
Lightfoot and many other writers prefer to call it simply “ The 
Teaching of the Apostles,” in spite of this double heading, 
because that “ is the designation in several ancient writers who 
refer to it,”1 thus calmly assuming the identity of the two works ; 
but we must protest against so unwarrantable an alteration of the 
title of a MS. to make it more closely agree with supposed 
references in the Fathers, for which no other justification is 
advanced.

In connection with this, we may point out that we have some 
very instructive testimony concerning the “ Teaching of the 
Apostles ” to which probably Eusebius and Athanasius refer 
in the Stichometry of Nicephorus. He gives a list of apocryphal 
books, amongst which he mentions the “ Teaching of the Apostles ” 
as containing 200 lines (tm'xoi). Does this at all confirm the 
supposed application of these references to our “ Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles” in its present form? Unfortunately it does 
not, but quite the contrary, for Hamack has calculated that our 
little work extends to 300 <rri\oip It could not, therefore, as we 
now have it, have been the “ Teaching of the Apostles ” to which 
reference has been made.

It may be well here to refer to the contents of our Didache. 
It commences with a dissertation on the “ Two Ways.” “ There 
are two ways—one of life and one of death, and there is a great 
difference between the two ways.” This text is expounded 
throughout the first six divisions of the work ; the sixth, however, 
being very brief, and evidently added to lead up to the remainder 
of the “ Teaching,” which deals (vii.-x.) with Baptism, Fasting, 
Prayer, and the Eucharist; whilst the third (xi.-xvi.) is devoted 
to later orders in the Church—apostles, prophets, bishops, and 
deacons—and lays down rules for their conduct and treatment. 
The first theme of the “ Two Ways ” has evidently been suggested 
by Jeremiah xxi. 8 : “ Behold, I set before you the way of life 
and the way of death which may also be connected with Deut. 
xxx. 19: “ I have set before you life and death, blessing and

■ Lightfoot, The Apost. Fathers, 1898, p. 215.
a Hamack, Die Apostellehre, 1886, p. 35, cd. of 1896, p. 41 f.
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cursing; therefore choose life.” The same texts are very probably 
the basis of the saying in Matt. vii. 13, 14; which shows how 
much the idea had influenced thought amongst the Jews. The 
“ Teaching” is written, or rather adapted, by the compiler him
self, and no attempt is made to connect it with the Apostles; 
whilst the section i. 3-6 is manifestly of a much later date than 
the rest of the dissertation on the “ Two Ways,” and consists of 
reminiscences of the “ Sermon on the Mount ” introduced by the 
compiler. With that exception, probably the whole of the first 
and second divisions (i.-vi., vii.-x.) are of Jewish origin.1 Dr. Light- 
foot says of our little treatise : “ The manual consists of two parts : 
(1) a moral treatise founded on an ancient work called ‘The Two 
Ways,’and setting forth the paths of righteousness and unrighteous
ness, of life and death, respectively. This first part is not neces
sarily altogether of Christian origin; indeed, there is reason to 
believe that some portions of it were known to the Jews, and 
perhaps also to the Greeks, though it has undoubtedly gathered 
by accretions.”2 It is interesting to note, however, that, notwith
standing the Hebraistic character of the ancient work embodied 
in the “ Teaching,” the compiler represents a time when a complete 
breach between Jew and Christian had been accomplished in the 
Church. The Jews to him are simply “ the hypocrites ”3 (viii. 1): 
“Let not your fastings be with the hypocrites “ Neither pray ye 
as the hypocrites and, still more strongly to point his meaning 
and mark the difference between Jew and Christian, the fasts kept 
by the former on the second and fifth days of the week are to be 
abandoned, and kept by Christians on the fourth and sixth days.

But the substance of the treatise on the “ Two Ways” is far 
from being confined to the “ Teaching of the Twelve Apostles.” 
It is also found more or less fully set forth in the Epistle of 
Barnabas, and the “ Shepherd ” of Hermas, and a large part of the 
critical battle regarding the date of our Didache has been fought 
round the connection of the three works to each other; one section 
of critics asserting the priority of the “ Teaching,” another the 
dependence of the tract on the Epistle and the “Shepherd,” and a 
third maintaining that all three drew their material from an earlier 
work, whilst a fourth dates the “ Teaching ” very much later and

1 Dr. Taylor gives interesting illustrations of this by comparison with the 
Talmud and Talmudic writings ( The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, 1886). 
Mr. Rendel Harris even says: “ The teaching is Hebraistic from cover to 
cover” ( The Teaching of the Apostles, 1887, p. 78).

J A post. Fathers, p. 2x5. The ideaof the “ Two W ays” is found in classical 
works as early as Hesiod (Op. et Dies, 285). It is used in “ The Choice of 
Hercules,” which is usually ascrit>ed to Prodicus the Sophist (Zenophont. 
Mem., ii. 1-21).

3 Hamack, Chron. altchristl. L it., 1897, i., p. 428.
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considers that the author derived his matter from works of the 
third or fourth century. But the subject of the “ Two Ways ” is 
not limited to these writings, but is found embodied in much later 
works. In 1843, Bickell1 published a Greek tract from a Vienna 
MS. which is generally known as the “ Ecclesiastical Canons,” or 
the Epitome of the Holy Apostles. Hilgenfeld conjectures this 
tract to be the work referred to by Rufinus under the name of 
“ D ua Via vel Judicium Petri," and in this he is supported by 
many able scholars. In this work, which contains a large part of 
the “Two Ways” as it exists in our “Teaching” and in the “ Epistle 
of Barnabas,” the doctrine is divided into twelve parts, each of 
which is put into the mouth of an apostle, the opening being 
enunciated by John in identically the same words as our Didache. 
This tract is generally dated at least in the third century. In the 
same way the dissertation on the “Two Ways”is practically embodied 
in the seventh book of the Apostolic Constitutions, which is 
usually assigned to a still later date. In the Epistle of Barnabas, 
the “ Shepherd” of Hernias, the Epitome and the Apostolic 
Constitutions, therefore, nearly the whole treatise of the “ Two 
Ways ” is included, and the only question is as to the chronological 
order of these various forms of the doctrine. That our Didache 
was not the original source, as we have already pointed out, is 
certain, and it may, on the other hand, have been the last, col
lecting from the foregoing what may have seemed to the compiler 
the most striking passages.

This is not all, however, for in 1884, after the publication of our 
Didache by Bryennius, von Gebhardt brought to light the short 
fragment of a Latin translation of the “ Two Ways,” with which 
he had met some years before, and which approximates to the 
form of our “ Teaching,” with the important difference that it 
omits all the references to the Sermon on the Mount, which, taken 
in connection with the similar omission elsewhere,3 are thus shown 
to be the later amplification of the compiler.

Not only is it maintained by many that, in spite of its different 
title, our Didache is the work referred to by Eusebius and 
Athanasius, but it is asserted to be the work from which Clement 
of Alexandria quoted as “ Scripture.” Clement says : “ Such an

' Gesch. d. Kirchenrechts, 1843. It bears the title Ai Siarayai al Sii 
K\t)fittrrof xal Karirtt tKKXrfcicumKol tu>* iy lu r  ditootSKuw. Cardinal Pitra 
found the same tract in a MS. in the Ottobonian library bearing the title 
'Kitito/ti) Spur rur i.ylu* dw0CT6\uiy KaSoXucrjt wapaSiaeui. It is also given 
by Hilgenfeld in his JV. T. extra Can. Recept., 1884, Fasc. iv. Codices in 
Syriac, Coptic, and Ethiopic have since been discovered.

3 Lactantius, Epit. div. Im tit., c. lix, for instance, and in writings of pseudo- 
Athanasius, but still more markedly in the Epistle of Barnabas, the writer of 
which could have no reason for omitting them if they had stood in the original 
treatise of which he made use.
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one is called a thief by the Scripture; at least, it says, ‘ Son (Y«), 
become not a liar, for (yap) lying leads to (rrphs) theft.’ ” In the 
“Teaching” these words occur (iii. 5): “ My child (H kvov fiox<), 
become not a liar, since (ejret&j) lying leads to (ds) theft.” 
Now, it is remarkable that the quotation in Clement begins with 
“Son” ; but if there be anything more characteristic of the 
Didache than another, it is the use of the phrase “ My child ” as 
the precursor of such admonitions. In the first six chapters, 
devoted to the “ Two Ways,” it is used six times, and “ Son” is 
never introduced. No one reading this form of the “ Two Ways,” 
and even quoting from memory, would be in the least likely to 
couple with these admonitions any other style of address, and 
when we bear in mind the numerous works in which the ancient 
text of the “ Two Ways” has been incorporated, of which we 
have already mentioned five, it is evidently extremely hazardous to 
affirm that the few works, used by Clement identify this particular 
tract. The phrase, in fact, is found in the Epitome (ii.), “ Child, 
become not a liar, since lying leads unto (ort) theft,” which may, 
with equal reason, be identified as the source of Clement’s 
quotation.

No work has recently received more keen attention from critics 
of all schools than the “ Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,” and 
few have excited deeper interest or received more divergent judg
ments. Whilst many have pronounced it to be one of the earliest 
Christian writings extant, emanating even from about the middle 
of the first century, others have assigned it to the fourth century.1

1 Middle of the first century—Sabatier La Didachb, 1885, p. 159.
Second half first century—Bestmann, Gesch. christl. Sitte, 1885, ii., p. 136 

8-! Jacquier, L a Doctrine d. doute Ap., 1891, p. 97 ; Majocchi, La Dottrina 
dei dod. Ap., 1886, p. 71; Petersen, Lehre d. xwolf Ap., 1884, p. 12; 
H. de Romcstin, Teaching of Twelve Ape., 1884, p. 6, 1885 Pref. 2nd ed. ; 
Spence, Teaching of the Ape., 1885, p. 98; Wtlnsche, Lehre d. zw. Ap., 1884, 
p. 6.

End first century or beginning of second—Binnie, Br. and Foreign Ev. Rev., 
Oct., 1885, P- 640 ff. ; Farrar, Contemp. Rev., 1884, p. 698 ff. ; Expositor, 
1884, p. 380 ff. ; Funk, Theol. Quartalschrift, 1884, p. 401 ; Doctrina 
dnodecim Apost., 1887, p. xxxii. ; Heron, Church o f Sub-ap. Age, 1888, p. 
83; Hitchcock and Brown, Teaching o f Twelve Aps., 1885, p. xc. f. Light- 
foot, Apost. Fathers, 1898, p. 216; Expositor, 1885, p. 6 ;  Lechler, Urkun- 
denfunde Gesch. christl. Altertums, 1886, p. 75; Massebieau, L’Enseigne- 
me*t des dome Ap., 1884, p. 35 ; E. von Renesse, Die Ixhre zwo/f Ap., 1897, 
P; 85; Schaff, Oldest Church Manual, 1885, p. H9 ff. ; Taylor, Teaching 
TWA* Aps., 1886, p. 118 ; Venables, Brit. Quarterly Rev., 1885, p. 333 ff. ; 
Warfield, Bib/. Sacra, 1886, p. too ff. ; Wordsworth, Guardian, Mar. 19th, 
■884; Zahn, Theol. Literaturblatt, June 27th, July 11th, 1884; Forsch. Gesch. 
■V. T. Kano ns, 1884, iii., p. 318 f.

First half second century—Baltzer, Wiedergef. ZwolfapostcUchrc, 1886, 
P- 13- a . d . 110-130 Robinson, Encyclop. Bib/., 1899, i., p . 676. A .u . 120 too
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It only remains for us now briefly to examine the supposed 
references to our Gospels in the “ Teaching of the Twelve 
Apostles.” The compiler does not in the least endeavour to 
associate the Apostles directly with his dissertation, nor does he 
even mention the name of any one of them. He does not, of 
course, indicate the title of any work in the New Testament. 
For him, apparently, the Old Testament books are the only holy 
“ Scripture,” and to these he twice refers. Hamack has counted 
some twenty-three Gospel expressions which are considered more 
or less like some in our Synoptics; but of these seventeen are 
said more nearly to approximate to passages in Matthew, and he 
regards one of these at least as a mixture of the first and third of 
our Gospels, though he is in doubt whether the compiler may not 
have used Tatian’s Diatessaron, or even the Gospel of Peter.' 
All of these passages are more or less near coincidences with 
expressions in the “ Sermon on the Mount,” and it is argued that 
it is not possible they could be derived from oral tradition, and 
that consequently they indicate a “ written Gospel.” As these 
expressions have closer similarity to our first Synoptic than to any 
of the others, it is at once claimed by eager critics that they prove 
the use of that Gospel. A circumstance which, in most cases, 
strengthens this view is the fact that in several instances these 
expressions are said by the writer to come “ in the Gospel.” This 
form occurs in the following cases (viii. 2): “ As the Lord com
manded in his Gospel ” (<09 exekevcrev 6 xvptos ev r<j> evayyeX.up 
avrov)• xi. 3 : “But regarding the apostles and prophets, according 
to the decree of the Gospel (xara rb Soy/ra rov evayyeXiov 
our ok), so do ye xv. 3: “ But reprove one another, not in 
anger, but in peace, as ye find in the Gospel ” (<!>s <xert ** TV 
tuayyeXUp); and in xv. 4 : “ But your prayers and alms and all 
your deeds do as ye find in the Gospel of our Lord ” (<I>s <x«t£ 
ev r<i> evayyeXlep rov xvpiov r/pMv). We may simply make the 
remark that only in the first of these—which we shall presently

early, A .D. 160, too late for parts, Gordon, Modem Rev., 1884, p. 457. A .n . 
133-135 Volkmar, Die Lehre d. 2. Ap., 1885, p. 44.

Later than A .n . 130-140—Van Manen, Encydop. Bibl., iii., 1902, p. 3,484. 
A .D . 131-160, Hamack, Chronol. altehristl. L it., 1897, i., p. 438; Die 
Aposte/lehre, 1896, p. 20 f. ; Bryennius, AiSayb vOr Stbbexa 'ArotrriXur, 
1883, p. 20. After middle of second century, Hilgenfeld, Zeitschr. miss. 
Theol., 1885, p. too. A .n . 140-165, Lipsius, Lit. Centratblatt, Jan., 1885, cf. 
Deutsche Literaturzeit., 1884, p. 1,449 ff. Before A .n . 140—Addis, Dublin  
Rev., Oct., 1884, p. 442 ff. A .n . 140-165, Meyboom, Theol. Tijdschr., 1885, 
p. 628 ff. A .n . 160-190 Bonet-Maurv, I.a Doctrine des douce Ap., 1884, 
p. 34 ff. A .n . 200 Krawutzckv, Theol. Quartalschr., 1884, p. 585 ff.

Fourth century—Bigg, Doctrine of Twelve Ap., 1898, p. 23; Cotterill, 
Scottish Church Rev. 1884, July and Sept. ; Hoole, The Didache, 1894, p. 
45 f. ; Long, Baptist Quarterly, 1884, July and Septemlter.

' Hamack, Die Apostellehre, 1896, p. 8 ff.
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discuss—is there any direct reference to any passage resembling 
our Gospels; though the last, with its admonition regarding 
prayers, alms, and actions, may be taken as a general reference to 
the teaching of Jesus. Now, though no one would maintain that, 
at the time when this Didache was compiled, there was no written 
“Gospel,” too much stress must not be laid upon these expres
sions. It is certain that, to the majority of Christians in early 
times, oral tradition must have been the means of rendering 
familiar the more remarkable sayings of Jesus much more than 
written documents, which could only be in limited circulation, 
and to the mass of these converts his teaching must therefore 
have been more a spoken than a written Gospel. If we 
look in the New Testament itself, we find similar words used, 
which no one will assert to refer to a written Gospel. For 
instance (Matt. iv. 23): “ And he went about in all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom” (rh evayyekiov rijs /8ocriA«as) ; cf. ix. 35, xxvi. 13. 
In Mark viii. 35 there is a similar expression : “ Whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the Gospel’s (kcu tov tvayytklov) 
will save it.” In 1 Cor. iv. 15, again, we read: “ For in Christ 
Jesus I begot you through the Gospel ” (81a tov evayytkiov)— 
cf. ix. 14; and in Gal. ii. 2 : “ And communicated to them the 
Gospel [rb evayytAtovj which I preach among the Gentiles.”

We may now consider the first of the above passages, which 
contains the principal of the supposed references. Matt. viii. 2 : 
“ Neither pray ye as the hypocrites, but as the Lord commanded 
in his Gospel, thus pray ye and then follows what is known as 
the Lord’s Prayer. The prayer is given as it appears in our first 
Synoptic (vi. 9-13), but with some noteworthy alterations. “ Our 
Father which art in heaven ” (tv T<j> ovpavip) is used instead of 
“in the heavens” (tv rots otipavols); and “ forgive us our debt” 
(r̂ v wfxtkijv TjfiMv) instead of “ out debts ” (ra orf>tikr)fw.Ta r/fjuov). 
A still more important divergence occurs in the doxology, which 
in the Didache is given : “ For thine is the power, and the glory 
for ever,” omitting both “ the kingdom ” and the final “ amen.”1 
Of course, it may be noted that the oldest and best texts of 
Matt. vi. 13 omit the doxology altogether, and it has now dis
appeared even from the Revised Version; but the variation we 
point out makes the Didache differ even from the Codices which 
contain it. That the omission of “ kingdom ” is not accidental is 
proved by the fact that the very’ same peculiar doxology is again 
used in the “ Teaching ” in connection with another prayer (x. 5). 
Probably no part of the so-called Sermon on the Mount was more

1 We do not mention the substitution of for (\0 in a  and d<f>U/ie»
for ifr/imper, for this is supported by some of our oldest texts.

Digitized by C x O O Q l e



SUPERNATURAL RELIGION>56

spread abroad in oral tradition than this prayer, and to suppose 
that this faulty agreement is evidence of the use specially of the 
first Synoptic is not permissible.

The same remark applies to all the reminiscences of the 
“ Sermon ” in this tract, and we do not consider it necessary 
further to examine them here. Nothing is more remarkable than 
the habit, even of able critics when examining supposed quotations in 
early writings, boldly to ascribe them to our Synoptics, however much 
they differ from our texts, in total forgetfulness of the fact that 
many records of doings and sayings of Jesus, which are no longer 
extant, existed before our Gospels were composed, and circulated 
with them. Many of these, subsequently absorbed by our Gospels, 
or displaced by them, undoubtedly contained the best passages in 
the teaching of Jesus in very similar shape, and were long very 
widely read. More especially does this remark apply to reminis
cences of the “ Sermon on the Mount,” to which the expressions 
in the Didache are confined. We have even in our first and third 
Synoptics an illustration of this statement. In the first Gospel 
we have the “ Sermon on the Mount ” with all these passages 
joined together in one long discourse. In the third Synoptic we 
find no “ Sermon on the Mount ” at all, but part of that long 
discourse is given as a “ Sermon on the Plain,” whilst other 
portions are scattered throughout the Gospel. In the second 
Synoptic we have neither a “ Sermon on the Mount ” nor on the 
plain, but many fragments are separately introduced. In all three 
the various passages are put in a context which is often contradictory 
of each other. Who can doubt that the Logia and the documents 
which lie behind the three Synoptics contained them in one shape 
or another, and that it is impossible to claim the use in any ancient 
work of such sayings from unnamed sources as proof of the exist
ence of any particular Gospel ?

There is one further passage to which we may refer. In his first 
chapter, § 6, the compiler of our Didache says: “ But regarding 
this it is also said: ‘ Let thine alms sweat into thy hands until thou 
knowest to whom to give.’ ”* This saying, which is quoted in some 
way as Scripture, “ it is also said ” (uprfrai), is not found in our 
Synoptics, and is referred to an apocryphal Gospel. It is in 
immediate sequence to admonitions, in which are incorporated 
reminiscences of the “ Sermon on the Mount,” which wind up 
with words like those in Matt. v. 26, “ He shall not come out 
thence till he hath given back the last farthing.” Then at once 
follow the words just discussed. If these words were “ also 
said ” in the work in which the expression like Matt. v. 26 was

1 dXXA Kal Tcpi Totjrov W (ifTtfrai' ISpurr&Ttd rj iXetjaoavnj trov eis r as xelpas aov 
fdxpi* rln
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found, why should all the reminiscences from the “ Sermon on 
the Mount ” not have been derived from the same apocryphal 
source ?

We have, however, devoted more space to this little book than 
may seem necessary, for in so far as our particular purpose is con
cerned a decision is perfectly certain and easy. The “ Teaching 
of the Twelve Apostles” is anonymous, and nothing is either 
known or surmised as to its compiler. He does not mention any 
of the Apostles, and gives no indication whatever of the writer of 
any work in our New Testament. He does not afford the slightest 
evidence, therefore, even of the existence of any of our Gospels, 
and in no way bears testimony to their credibility as witnesses for 
miracles and the reality of Divine revelation.
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CHAPTER II.

THE EPISTLES OF IGNATIUS—THE EPLSTLE OF POLYCARP

Although in reality appertaining to a very much later period, we 
shall here refer to the so-called “Epistles of Ignatius,”and examine 
any testimony which they afford regarding the date and authenticity 
of our Gospels. There are in all fifteen Epistles bearing the name 
of Ignatius; three of these, addressed to the Virgin Mary and the 
Apostle John (2), exist only in a Latin version, and these, together 
with five others directed to Mary of Cassobola, to the Tarsians, 
to the Antiochans, to Hero of Antioch, and to the Philippians, 
of which there are versions both in Greek and Latin, are universally 
admitted to be spurious, and may, so far as their contents are 
concerned, be at once dismissed from all consideration. They are 
not mentioned by Eusebius, nor does any early writer refer to 
them. Of the remaining seven Epistles, addressed to the Ephesians, 
Magnesians, Trallians, Romans, Philadelphians, Smymaeans, and 
to Polycarp, there are two distinct versions extant: one long 
version, of which there are both Greek and Latin texts; and 
another much shorter, and presenting considerable variations, of 
which there are also both Greek and Latin texts. After a couple 
of centuries of discussion, critics, almost without exception, have 
finally agreed that the longer version is nothing more than an 
interpolated version of the shorter and more ancient form of the 
Epistles. The question regarding the authenticity of the Ignatian 
Epistles, however, was re-opened and complicated by the publica
tion in 1845, by Dr. Cureton, of a Syriac version of three Epistles 
only—to Polycarp, to the Ephesians, and to the Romans—in a 
still shorter form, discovered amongst a large number of MSS. 
purchased by Dr. Tattam from the monks of the Desert of Nitria. 
These three Syriac Epistles have been subjected to the severest 
scrutiny, and many of the ablest critics have pronounced them to 
be the only authentic Epistles of Ignatius, whilst others, who do 
not admit that even these are genuine letters emanating from 
Ignatius, still prefer them to the version of seven Greek Epistles, 
and consider them the most ancient form of the letters which we 
possess. As early as the sixteenth century, however, the strongest 
doubts were expressed regarding the authenticity of any of the 
Epistles ascribed to Ignatius. The Magdeburg Centuriators first 
attacked them, and Calvin declared them to be spurious, an
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opinion fully shared by Daille and others; Chemnitz regarded 
them with suspicion; and similar doubts, more or less definite, 
were expressed throughout the seventeenth century, and onward to 
comparatively recent times, although the means of forming a 
judgment were not then so complete as now. That the Epistles 
were interpolated there was no doubt. Fuller examination and 
more comprehensive knowledge of the subject have confirmed 
earlier doubts, and a large mass of critics has either recognised 
that the authenticity of none of these Epistles can be established, 
or that they can only be considered later and spurious composi
tions.

Omitting for the present the so-called Epistle of Polycarp to the 
Philippians, the earliest reference to any of these Epistles, or to 
Ignatius himself, is made by Irenaeus, who quotes a passage which 
is found in the Epistle to the Romans (ch. iv.), without, however, 
any mention of name, introduced by the following words: “ As a 
certain man of ours said, being condemned to the wild beasts on 
account of his testimony to God : ‘ I am the wheat of God, and 
by the teeth of beasts I am ground, that I may be found pure 
bread.’ ”* Origen likewise quotes two brief sentences which he 
refers to Ignatius. The first is merely : “ But my love is crucified,”2 
which is likewise found in the Epistle to the Romans (ch. v ii.); 
and the other quoted as “ out of one of the Epistles ” of the 
martyr Ignatius : “ From the Prince of this world was concealed 
the virginity of Mary,” 3 which is found in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians (ch. xix.). Eusebius mentions seven Epistles,* and 
quotes one passage from the Epistle to the Romans (ch. v.), and 
a few words from an apocryphal Gospel contained in the Epistle 
to the Smymseans (ch. iii.), the source of which he says that he 
does not know, and he cites from Irenaeus the brief quotation 
given above, and refers to the mention of the Epistles in the letter 
of Polycarp, which we reserve. Elsewhere5 he further quotes a 
short sentence found in the Epistle to the Ephesians (ch. xix.), 
part of which had previously been cited by Origen. It will be 
observed that all these quotations, with the exception of that from 
Irenaeus, are taken from the three Epistles which exist in the 
Syriac translation, and they are found in that version; and the 
fust occasion on which any passage attributed to Ignatius is quoted 
which is not in the Syriac version of the three Epistles occurs in 
the second half of the fourth century, when Athanasius, in his

■Irenaeus, Adv. /her., v. 28, § 4 ; Eusebius, H. E .,  iii. 36. Lardner 
expresses a doubt whether this is a quotation at all.

2 Prolog, in Cantic. Canticor.
5 Horn. vi. in Lucam. * H. E .,  iii. 36.
5 Quasi, ad Steph. ;  cf. Cureton, Corf. Ign., p. 164.
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Epistle regarding the Synods of Ariminum and Selucia,1 quotes a 
few words from the Epistle to the Ephesians (ch. v ii.); but, 
although foreign to the Syriac text, it is to be noted that the words 
are at least from a form of one of the three Epistles which exist in 
that version. It is a fact, therefore, that up to the second half of 
the fourth century no quotation ascribed to Ignatius, except one 
by Eusebius, exists, which is not found in the three short Syriac 
letters.

As we have already remarked, the Syriac version of the three 
Epistles is very much shorter than the shorter Greek version; the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, for instance, being only about one-third 
of the length of the Greek text. Those who still maintain the 
superior authenticity of the Greek shorter version argue that the 
Syriac is an epitome of the Greek. This does not, however, seem 
tenable when the matter is carefully examined. Although so 
much is absent from the Syriac version, not only is there no 
interruption of the sense, and no obscurity or undue curtness in 
the style, but the Epistles read more consecutively, without faults 
of construction or grammar; and passages which in the Greek 
text were confused, and almost unintelligible, have become quite 
clear in the Syriac. The interpolations of the text, in fact, had 
been so clumsily made that they had obscured the meaning, and 
their mere omission, without any other alteration of grammatical 
construction, has restored the epistles to clear and simple order. 
It is, moreover, a remarkable fact that the passages which, long 
before the discovery of the Syriac epistles, were pointed out as 
chiefly determining that the epistles were spurious, are not found 
in the Syriac version at all. Archbishop Usher, who only 
admitted the authenticity of six epistles, showed that much 
interpolation of these letters took place in the sixth century ;2 
but this very fact increases the probability of much earlier inter
polation also, to which the various existing versions most clearly 
point. The interpolations can be explained upon the most 
palpable dogmatic grounds, but not so the omissions upon the 
hypothesis that the Syriac version is an abridgment made upon 
any distinct dogmatic principle, for that which is allowed to remain 
renders the omissions ineffectual for dogmatic reasons. There is 
no ground of interest, therefore, upon which the portions omitted 
and retained by the Syriac version can be intelligently explained. 
Finally, here, we may mention that the MSS. of the three Syriac 
epistles are more ancient by some centuries than those of any of 
the Greek versions of the Seven epistles.3 The strongest internal 
as well as other evidence, into which space forbids our going in

1 Opera, Betted, ed., i., p. 761.
2 Dissert., ch. vi., p. xxxiii. 3 Cureton, The Atic. Syr. Vers., p. xl.
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detail, has led the majority of critics to recognise the Syriac 
version as the most ancient form of the letters of Ignatius extant, 
and this is admitted by many of those who nevertheless deny the 
authenticity of any of the epistles.1

Seven Epistles have been selected out of fifteen extant, all 
equally purporting to be by Ignatius, simply because only that 
number was mentioned by Eusebius, from whom, for the first time 
in the fourth century, except the general reference in the so- 
called Epistle of Polycarp, to which we shall presently refer, we 
hear of them. Now, neither the silence of Eusebius regarding 
the eight Epistles, nor his mention of the seven, can have much 
weight in deciding the question of their authenticity. The only 
point which is settled by the reference of Eusebius is that, at the 
date at which he wrote, seven Epistles were known to him which 
were ascribed to Ignatius. He evidently knew little or nothing 
regarding the man or the Epistles beyond what he had learnt from 
themselves, and he mentions the martyr-journey to Rome as a 
mere report: “ It is said that he was conducted from Syria to Rome 
to be cast to wild beasts on account of his testimony to Christ.”3 
It would be unreasonable to argue that no other Epistles existed 
simply because Eusebius did not mention them ; and, on the other 
hand, it would be still more unreasonable to affirm that the seven 
Epistles are authentic merely because Eusebius, in the fourth 
century—that is to say, some two centuries after they are supposed 
to have been written —had met with them. Does anyone believe 
the letter of Jesus to Abgarus, Prince of Edessa, to be genuine 
because Eusebius inserts it in his history  ̂ as an authentic docu
ment out of the public records of the city of Edessa ? There is, 
in fact, no evidence that the brief quotations of Irenaeus and 
Origen are taken from either of the extant Greek versions of the 
Epistles; for, as we have mentioned, they exist in the Syriac 
Epistles, and there is nothing to show the original state of the 
letters from which they were derived. Nothing is more certain 
than the fact that, if any writer wished to circulate letters in the 
name of Ignatius, he would insert such passages as were said to have 
been quoted from genuine Epistles of Ignatius, and, supposing those 
quotations to be real, all that could be inferred on finding such pas
sages would be that, at least, so much might be genuine. It is a total 
mistake to suppose that the seven Epistles mentioned by Eusebius 
have been transmitted to us in any special way. These Epistles 
are mixed up in the Medicean and corresponding ancient Latin

1 Regarding the Armenian version, see Preface to 6th ed., p. xliv. flf. 
a'A6yos d’ &x.€i tovtow ixb  S itplaz i x l  rijv ’Pw/xalcjv k .t . \ . , H . E. ,

iii. 36.
3 H. E . t i. 13.
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MSS. with the other eight Epistles, universally announced to be 
spurious, without distinction of any kind, and all have equal 
honour. The recognition of the number seven may, therefore, be 
ascribed simply to the reference to them by Eusebius, and his 
silence regarding the rest.

What, then, is the position of the so-called Ignatian Epistles ? 
Towards the end of the second century, Irenaeus makes a very 
short quotation from a source unnamed, which Eusebius, in the 
fourth century, finds in an Epistle attributed to Ignatius. Origen, 
in the third century, quotes a very few words, which he ascribes to 
Ignatius, although without definite reference to any particular 
Epistle; and in the fourth century Eusebius mentions seven 
Epistles ascribed to Ignatius. There is no other evidence. There 
are, however, fifteen Epistles extant attributed to Ignatius, 
of all of which, with the exception of three which are only 
known in a Latin version, we possess both Greek and Latin 
versions. Of seven of these Epistles—and they are those men
tioned by Eusebius—we have two Greek versions, one of which is 
very much shorter than the other ; and, finally, we now possess a 
Syriac version of three Epistles only, in a form still shorter than 
the shorter Greek version, in which are found all the quotations of 
the Fathers, without exception, up to the fourth century. Eight 
of the fifteen Epistles are universally rejected as spurious. The 
longer Greek version of the remaining seven Epistles is almost 
unanimously condemned as grossly interpolated ; and the majority 
of critics recognise that the shorter Greek version is also much 
interpolated ; whilst the Syriac version, which so far as MSS. are 
concerned is by far the most ancient text of any of the letters 
which we possess, reduces their number to three, and their 
contents to a very small compass. It is not surprising that the 
majority of critics have expressed doubt more or less strong 
regarding the authenticity of all of these Epistles, and that so 
large a number have repudiated them altogether. One thing is 
quite evident, that amidst such a mass of falsification, interpolation, 
and fraud, the Ignatian Epistles cannot, in any forrr), be considered 
evidence on any important point.

These doubts, however, have been intensified by consideration 
of the circumstances under which the Ignatian Epistles are repre
sented as having been composed. They profess to have been 
written by Ignatius during his journey from Antioch to Rome, in 
the custody of Roman soldiers, in order to be exposed to wild 
beasts, the form of martyrdom to which he had been condemned. 
The writer describes the circumstances of his journey as follows : 
“ From Syria even unto Rome I fight with wild beasts, by sea and 
by land, by night and day; being bound amongst ten leopards, 
which are the band of soldiers, who, even receiving benefits,
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become worse.”1 Now, if this account be in the least degree 
true, how is it possible to suppose that the martyr could have 
found means to write so many long Epistles, entering minutely 
into dogmatic teaching, and expressing the most deliberate and 
advanced views regarding ecclesiastical government ? Indeed, it 
may be asked why Ignatius should have considered it necessary in 
such a journey, even if the possibility be for a moment conceded, 
to address such Epistles to communities and individuals to whom, 
by the showing of the letters themselves, he had just had oppor
tunities of addressing his counsels in person. The Epistles them
selves bear none of the marks of composition under such 
circumstances, and it is impossible to suppose that soldiers, such 
as the quotation above describes, would allow a prisoner, con
demned to wild beasts for professing Christianity, deliberately to 
write long Epistles at every stage of his journey, promulgating the 
very doctrines for which he was condemned. And not only this, 
but on his way to martyrdom, he has, according to the Epistles,2 
perfect freedom to see his friends. He receives the bishops, 
deacons, and members of various Christian communities, who come 
with greetings to him, and devoted followers accompany him on 
his journey. All this without hindrance from the “ ten leopards,” 
of whose cruelty he complains, and without persecution or harm 
to those who so openly declare themselves his friends and fellow- 
believers. The whole story is absolutely incredible.

Against these objections Dr. Lightfoot advances arguments, 
derived from Zahn, regarding the Roman procedure in cases that 
are said to be “ known.” These cases, however, are neither 
analogous nor have they the force which is assumed. That 
Christians imprisoned for their religious belief should receive their 
nourishment, while in prison, from friends, is anything but extra
ordinary, and that bribes should secure access to them in many 
cases, and some mitigation of suffering, is possible. The case of 
Ignatius, however, is very different. If the meaning of of xal 
tvtpytrovfitvoi xtipovs ylvovra.1 be that, although receiving bribes, 
the “ ten leopards ” only became more cruel, the very reverse of the 
leniency and mild treatment ascribed to the Roman procedure is 
described by the writer himself as actually taking place, and 
certainly nothing approaching a parallel to the correspondence of 
pseudo-Ignatius can be pointed out in any known instance. The 
case of Saturus and Perpetua, even if true, is no confirmation, the

' ' Ajrd Zvplas 'P tbfiiji $T)ptoiiaxu JiA yrjI neat 6a\dtr<rrii, rvKrbt /to 1 iifUepat,
ivitStfUrot 94*a \etnrdp9mt, t  iarur o rpariw rair rdy/ia' ot *al tvtpytTovTtrot 
X<ipovs ylrorrcu. Ep. Ad. Rom., v.

’  Cf. ad E p kts., i. ii., ad M agtus. ii. xv., ad Trail, i . ,  ad Rom. x., ad  
Philadtlph. xi., ad Sm ym . x. xiil., etc.
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circumstances being very different;1 but, in fact, there is no 
evidence whatever that the extant history was written by either of 
them,2 but, on the contrary, every reason to believe that it was not

Dr. Lightfoot advances the instance of Paul as a case in point 
of a Christian prisoner treated with great consideration, and who 
“ writes letters freely, receives visits from his friends, communicates 
with churches and individuals as he desires.”3 It is scarcely 
possible to imagine two cases more dissimilar than those of 
pseudo-Ignatius and Paul, as narrated in the “ Acts of the 
Apostles,” although doubtless the story of the former has been 
framed upon some of the lines of the latter. Whilst Ignatius is 
condemned to be cast to the wild beasts as a Christian, Paul is 
not condemned at all, but stands in the position of a Roman 
citizen, rescued from infuriated Jews (xxiii. 27), repeatedly declared 
by his judges to have done nothing worthy of death or of bonds 
(xxv. 25, xxvi. 31), and who might have been set at liberty but 
that he had appealed to Caesar (xxv. r 1 f., xxvi. 32). His posi
tion was one which secured the sympathy of the Roman soldiers. 
Ignatius “ fights with beasts from Syria even unto Rome,” and is 
cruelly treated by his “ ten leopards”; but Paul is represented as 
receiving very different treatment. Felix commands that his own 
people should be allowed to come and minister to him (xxiv. 23), 
and when the voyage is commenced it is said that Julius, who had 
charge of Paul, treated him courteously, and gave him liberty to 
go to see his friends at Sidon (xxvii. 3). At Rome he was allowed 
to live by himself with a single soldier to guard him (xxviii. r6), 
and he continued for two years in his own hired house (xxviii. 28). 
These circumstances are totally different from those under which 
the Epistles of Ignatius are said to have been written.

“ But the most powerful testimony,” Dr. Lightfoot goes on to 
say, “ is derived from the representations of a heathen writer.”'* 
The case of Peregrinus, to which he refers, seems to us even more 
unfortunate than that of Paul. Of Peregrinus himself, historically, 
we really know little or nothing, for the account of Lucian is 
scarcely received by anyone as serious. Lucian narrates that this 
Peregrinus Proteus, a cynic philosopher, having been guilty of 
parricide and other crimes, found it convenient to leave his own 
country. In the course of his travels he fell in with Christians 
and learnt their doctrines, and, according to Lucian, the Christians 
soon were mere children in his hands, so that he became in his 
own person “ prophet, high priest, and ruler of a synagogue”;

1 Ruinart, A da M art., p. 137 ff. ; cf. Baronius, Mart. Korn., 1631, p. 152.
2 Cf. Lardner, Credibility, elc., Works, iii., p. 3.
* Contemporary Review, February, 1875, p. 349.
4 lb ., p. 350.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



THE EPISTLES OF IGNATIUS *65

and, further, “ they spoke of him as a god, used him as a law
giver, and elected him as their chief man.”' After a time he was 
put in prison for his new faith, which, Lucian says, was a real 
service to him afterwards in his impostures. During the time he 
was in prison he is said to have received those services from 
Christians which Dr. Lightfoot quotes. Peregrinus was subsequently 
set at liberty by the Governor of Syria, who loved philosophy,2 
and travelled about, living in great comfort at the expense of the 
Christians, until at last they quarrelled, in consequence, Lucian 
thinks, of his eating some forbidden food. Finally, Peregrinus 
ended his career by throwing himself into the flames of a funeral 
pile during the Olympian games. An earthquake is said to have 
taken place at the tim e; a vulture flew out from the pile, crying 
out with a human voice; and shortly after Peregrinus rose again, 
and appeared clothed in white raiment, unhurt by the fire.

Now, this writing, of which we have given the barest sketch, is 
a direct satire upon Christians, or even, as Baur affirms, “ a parody 
of the history of Jesus.”3 There are no means of ascertaining 
that any of the events of the Christian career of Peregrinus were 
true; but it is obvious that Lucian’s policy was to exaggerate the 
facility of access to prisoners, as well as the assiduity and attention 
of the Christians to Peregrinus, the ease with which they were 
duped being the chief point of the satire.

There is another circumstance which must be mentioned. 
Lucian’s account of Peregrinus is claimed by supporters of the 
Ignatian Epistles as evidence for them.'* “ The singular corres
pondence in this narrative with the account of Ignatius, combined 
with some striking coincidences of expression,” they argue, show 
“that Lucian was acquainted with the Ignatian history, if not with 
the Ignatian letters.” These are the words of Dr. Lightfoot, 
although he guards himself, in referring to this argument, by the 
words, “ if it be true,” and does not express his own opinion; but 
he goes on to say : “At all events it is conclusive for the matter 
in hand, as showing that Christian prisoners were treated in the 
very way described in these Epistles.”5 On the contrary, it is in 
no case conclusive of anything. If it were true that Lucian 
employed, as the basis of his satire, the Ignatian Epistles and 
Martyrology, it is clear that his narrative cannot be used as inde
pendent testimony for the truth of the statements regarding the 
treatment of Christian prisoners. On the other hand, as this 
cannot be shown, his story remains a mere satire, with very little

1 Ot Morte Peregr., II . 2 lb ., 14.
3 Gtsch. chr. Kirche, i., p. 410 f.
* See, for instance, Denzinger, Ueber die Aeehtheit d. bisk. Textes d. Ignat. 

Briefe, 1849, P- 87 ff. ; Zahn, Ignatius v. A nt., 1873, p. 517 ff.
5 Contemporary Review, February, 1875, p. 350 f.
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historical value. Apart from all this, however, the case of 
Peregrinus, a man confined in prison for a short time, under a 
favourable governor, and not pursued with any severity, is no 
parallel to that of Ignatius, condemned ad bestias, and, according 
to his own express statement, cruelly treated by the “ ten leopards 
and, further, the liberty of pseudo-Ignatius must greatly have 
exceeded all that is said of Peregrinus, if he was able to write 
such Epistles, and hold such free intercourse as they represent.

There seems to be good reason for believing that Ignatius was 
not sent to Rome at all, but suffered martyrdom in Antioch itself 
on the 20th December a .d . i i 5, being condemned to be cast to 
wild beasts in the amphitheatre, in consequence of the fanatical 
excitement produced by the earthquake which occurred on the 
13th of that month. There are no less than three martyrologies 
of Ignatius giving an account of the martyr’s supposed journey 
from Antioch to Rome, but these can have no weight, as they are 
all recognised to be mere idle legends, of whose existence we do 
not hear till a very late period.

We shall briefly state the case for holding that the martyrdom 
took place in Antioch, and not in Rome. The Ignatian Epistles 
and martyrologies set forth that, during a general persecution of 
Christians, in Syria at least, Ignatius was condemned by Trajan, 
when lie wintered in Antioch during the Parthian War, to be 
taken to Rome and cast to wild beasts in the amphitheatre. 
When we inquire whether these facts are supported by historical 
data, the reply is emphatically adverse. All that is known of the 
treatment of Christians during the reign of Trajan, as well as of 
the character of the Emperor, is opposed to the supposition that 
Ignatius could have been condemned by Trajan himself, or even 
by a provincial governor, to be taken to Rome and there cast to 
the beasts. It is well known that, under Trajan, there was no 
general persecution of Christians, although there may have been 
instances in which prominent members of the body were either 
punished or fell victims to popular fury and superstition.1 An 
instance of this kind was the martyrdom of Simeon, Bishop of 
Jerusalem, reported by Hegesippus. He was not condemned 
ad bestias, however, and much less deported to Rome for the 
purpose. Why should Ignatius have been so exceptionally 
treated? In fact, even during the persecutions under Marcus 
Aurelius, although Christians in Syria were frequently enough 
cast to the beasts, there is no instance recorded in which anyone 
condemned to this fate was sent to Rome. Such a sentence is

* Milman says: “ Excepting of Ignatius, probably of Simeon of Jerusalem, 
there is no authentic martyrdom in the reign of Trajan.”—Hist, o f Chris
tian ity , 1867, ii., p. 103 note.
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quite at variance with the clement character of Trajan and his 
principles of government Neander, in a passage quoted by 
Baur, says: “ As he (Trajan), like Pliny, considered Christianity 
mere fanaticism, he also probably thought that if severity were 
combined with clemency, if too much noise were not made about 
it, the open demonstration not left unpunished, but also minds not 
stirred up by persecution, fanatical enthusiasm would more easily 
cool down, and the matter by degrees come to an end.”1 This 
was certainly the policy which mainly characterised his reign. 
Now, not only would such a severe sentence have been contrary to 
such principles, but the agitation excited would have been 
enormously increased by sending the martyr a long journey by 
land through Asia, and allowing him to pass through some of 
the principal cities, hold constant intercourse with the various 
Christian communities, and address long epistles to them. With 
the fervid desire for martyrdom then prevalent, such a journey 
would have been a triumphal progress, spreading everywhere 
excitement and enthusiasm. It may not be out of place, as an 
indication of the results of impartial examination, to point out 
that Neander’s inability to accept the Ignatian epistles largely 
rests on his disbelief of the whole tradition of this sentence and 
martyr-journey. “ We do not recognise the Emperor Trajan in 
this narrative ” (the martyrology), he says, “ therefore cannot but 
doubt everything which is related by this document, as well as 
that, during this reign, Christians can have been cast to the wild 
beasts.”1

If, for a moment, we suppose that, instead of being condemned 
by Trajan himself, Ignatius received his sentence from a provincial 
governor, the story does not gain greater probability. It is not 
credible that such an official would have ventured to act so much 
in opposition to the spirit of the Emperor’s government. Besides, 
if such a governor did pronounce so severe a sentence, why did 
he not execute it in Antioch ? Why send the prisoner to Rome ? 
By doing so he made all the more conspicuous a severity which 
was not likely to be pleasing to the clement Trajan. The cruelty 
which dictated a condemnation ad bestias would have been more 
gratified by execution on the spot. The transport to Rome is in 
no case credible, and the utmost that can be admitted is that 
Ignatius, like Simeon of Jerusalem, may have been condemned to 
death during this reign, more especially if the event be associated 
with some sudden outbreak of superstitious fury against the 
Christians, to which the martyr may at once have fallen a victim. 
We are not without indications of such a cause operating in the 
case of Ignatius.

3 /b., p. 172 anm.' A". C., 1842, i . ,  p. 171.
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It is generally admitted that the date of Trajan’s visit to Antioch 
is a.d . 115, when he wintered there during the Parthian war. An 
earthquake occurred on the 13th of December of that year, which 
was well calculated to excite popular superstition. It may not be 
out of place to quote here the account of the earthquake given 
by Dean Milman, who, although he mentions a different date, and 
adheres to the martyrdom in Rome, still associates the condemna
tion of Ignatius with the earthquake. He says : “ Nevertheless, 
at that time there were circumstances which account with singular
likelihood for that sudden outburst of persecution in Antioch.........
At this very time an earthquake, more than usually terrible and 
destructive, shook the cities of the East. Antioch suffered its 
most appalling ravages—Antioch, crowded with the legionaries 
prepared for the Emperor’s invasion of the East, with ambassadors 
and tributary kings from all parts of the East. The city shook 
through all its streets; houses, palaces, theatres, temples fell 
crashing down. Many were killed : the Consul Pedo died of his 
hurts. The Emperor himself hardly escaped through a window, 
and took refuge in the Circus, where he passed some days in the 
open air. Whence this terrible blow but from the wrath of the 
Gods, who must be appeased by unusual sacrifices ? This was 
towards the end of January; early in February the Christian 
Bishop, Ignatius, was arrested. We know how, during this 
century, at every period of public calamity, whatever that calamity 
might be, the cry of the panic-stricken Heathens was, ‘ The 
Christians to the lions !’ It may be that, in Trajan’s humanity, 
in order to prevent a general massacre by the infuriated populace, 
or to give greater solemnity to the sacrifice, the execution was 
ordered to take place, not in Antioch, but in Rome.”1 These 
reasons, on the contrary, render execution in Antioch infinitely 
more probable. To continue, however : the earthquake occurred 
on the 13th, and the martyrdom of Ignatius took place on the 
20th of December, just a week after the earthquake. His remains, 
as we know from Chrysostom and others, were interred at Antioch. 
The natural inference is that the martyrdom, the only part of the 
Ignatian story which is credible, occurred not in Rome, but in 
Antioch itself, in consequence of the superstitious fury against the 
(LOtot aroused by the earthquake.

We must now go more into the details of the brief statements 
just made, and here we come to John Malalas. In the first place 
he mentions the occurrence of the earthquake on the 13th of 
December. We shall quote Dr. Lightfoot’s own rendering of his 
further important narrative. He says :—

“ The words of John Malalas are :

' Hist, o f  Christianity, ii., p. 101 f.
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" The same king Trajan was residing in the same city (Antioch) when the 
visitation of God (i.e., the earthquake) occurred. And at that time the holy 
Ignatius, the bishop of the city of Antioch, was martyred (or bore testimony, 
ipaprroppee) before him (t'xl ok’toC) ; for he was exasperated against him 
because he reviled him.’ ”•

Dr. Lightfoot endeavours in every way to discredit this state
ment. He argues that Malalas tells foolish stories about other 
matters, and, therefore, is not to be believed here ; but so simple 
a piece of information may well be correctly conveyed by a writer 
who elsewhere may record stupid traditions.1 If the narrative of 
foolish stories and fabulous traditions is to exclude belief in 
everything else stated by those who relate them, the whole of the 
Fathers are disposed of at one fell swoop, for they all do so. Then 
Dr. Lightfoot actually makes use of the following extraordinary 
argument to explain away the statement of Malalas :—

“ But it may be worth while adding that the error of Malalas is capable 
of easy explanation. He has probably misinterpreted some earlier authority, 
whose language lent itself to misinterpretation. The words paprupeir, pap- 
Tupla, which were afterwards used especially of martyrdom, had in the earlier 
ages a wider sense, including other modes of witnessing to the faith : the 
expression rxt TpaXdrou again is ambiguous and might denote either ‘ during 
the reign of Trajan ’ or ‘ in the presence of Trajan.’ A blundering writer like 
Malalas might have stumbled over either expression.”3

It would be difficult, indeed, to show that the words paprvptlv, 
fiaprupLoL, already used in that sense in the New Testament, were 
not, at the date at which any record of the martyrdom of Ignatius 
which Malalas could have had before him was written, employed 
to express martyrdom when applied to such a case, as Dr. Light
foot, indeed, has in the first instance rendered the phrase. Even 
Zahn, whom Dr. Lightfoot so implicitly follows, emphatically 
decides against him on both points. “ The nri avrou together 
with rort can only signify ‘coram Trajano' ( ‘ in the presence of 
Trajan ’), and ipapruptyrt only the execution.”■* Let anyone
simply read over Dr. Lightfoot’s own rendering, which we have 
quoted above, and he will see that Malalas seems excellently 
well, and directly, to have interpreted his earlier authority.

That the statement of Malalas does not agree with the reports 
of the Fathers is no real objection, for we have good reason to 
believe that none of them had information from any other source 
than the Ignatian Epistles themselves, or tradition. Eusebius 
evidently had not. Irenaeus, Origen, and some later Fathers 
tell us nothing about him. Jerome and Chrysostom clearly take 
their accounts from these sources. Malalas is the first who, by 
his variation, proves that he had another and different authority

1 P. 276 (ed. Bonn), Contemporary Review, February, 1875, p. 352.
9 /# ., p. 3 S3  f. 3 lb ., p. 3 5 3  f. 4 Ignatius v. Ant., p. 66, anm. 3.
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before him, and, in abandoning the martyr-journey to Rome, his 
account has infinitely greater apparent probability. Malalas lived 
at Antioch, which adds some weight to his statement. It is 
objected that so, also, did Chrysostom, and at an earlier period, 
and yet he repeats the Roman story. This, however, is no valid 
argument against Malalas. Chrysostom was too good a Church
man to doubt the story of Epistles so much tending to edification, 
which were in wide circulation, and had been quoted by earlier 
Fathers. It is in no way surprising that, some two centuries and 
a half after the martyrdom, he should quietly have accepted the 
representations of the Epistles purporting to have been written by 
the martyr himself, and that their story should have shaped the 
prevailing tradition.

The remains of Ignatius, as we are informed by Chrysostom 
and Jerome, long remained interred in the cemetery of Antioch, 
but finally—in the time of Theodosius, it is said—were translated 
with great pomp and ceremony to a building which, such is the 
irony of events, had previously been a Temple of Fortune. The 
story told, of course, is that the relics of the martyr had been 
carefully collected in the Coliseum and carried from Rome 
to Antioch. After reposing there for some centuries, the relics, 
which are said to have been transported from Rome to Antioch, 
were, about the seventh century, carried back from Antioch to 
Rome.1 The natural and more simple conclusion is that, instead 
of this double translation, the bones of Ignatius had always 
remained in Antioch, where he had suffered martyrdom, and the 
tradition that they had been brought back from Rome was merely 
the explanation which reconciled the fact of their actually being in 
Antioch with the legend of the Ignatian Epistles.

The 20th of December is the date assigned to the death of 
Ignatius in the Martyrology,2 and Zahn admits that this interpre
tation is undeniable.3 Moreover, the anniversary of his death was 
celebrated on that day in the Greek churches and throughout the 
East. In the Latin Church it is kept on the ist of February. 
There can be little doubt that this was the day of the translation 
of the relics to Rome, and this was evidently the view of Ruinart, 
who, although he could not positively contradict the views of his 
own Church, says: “ Ignatii festum Graeei vigesima die mensis 
Decembris celebrant, quo ipsum possum fuisse Acta testantur ; Latins 
vero die prima Februarii, an ob aliquam sacrarum ejus reliquiarum

1 I need not refer to the statement of Nicephorus that these relics were 
first brought from Rome to Constantinople and afterwards translated to 
Antioch.

2 Ruinart, Acta M art., pp. 59, 69.
3 Ignatius v. A nt., p. 68.
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translationem 1 plures cnim fuisse constat."1 Zahn2 states that the 
Feast of the translation in later calendars was celebrated on the 
29th of January, and he points out the evident ignorance which 
prevailed in the West regarding Ignatius.?

On the one hand, therefore, all the historical data which we 
possess regarding the reign and character of Trajan discredit the 
story that Ignatius was sent to Rome to be exposed to beasts in the 
Coliseum ; and all the positive evidence which exists, independent 
of the Epistles themselves, tends to establish the fact that he 
suffered martyrdom in Antioch itself. On the other hand, all the 
evidence which is offered for the statement that Ignatius was sent 
to Rome is more or less directly based upon the representations of 
the letters, the authenticity of which is in discussion, and it is sur
rounded with improbabilities of every kind.

We might well spare our readers the trouble of examining 
further the contents of the Epistles themselves, for it is manifest 
that they cannot afford testimony of any value on the subject of 
our inquiry. We shall, however, briefly point out all the passages 
contained in the seven Greek Epistles which have any bearing 
upon our Synoptic Gospels, in order that their exact position may 
be more fully appreciated. Tischendorf* refers to a passage in the 
Epistle to the Romans, c. vi., as a verbal quotation of Matt. xvi. 
26, but he neither gives the context nor states the facts of the case. 
The passage reads as follows : “ The pleasures of the world shall 
profit me nothing, nor the kingdoms of this time ; it is better for 
me to die for Jesus Christ than to reign over the ends of the earth. 
For what is a man profited if he gain the whole world but lose his 
soul ?” 5 Now, this quotation not only is not found in the Syriac 
version of the Epistle, but it is also omitted from the ancient Latin 
version, and is absent from the passage in the work of Timotheus 
of Alexandria against the Council of Chalcedon, and from other 
authorities. It is evidently a later addition, and is recognised as

‘ Ruinart, Acta Mart., p. 56. Baronius makes the anniversary of the 
martyrdom 1st February, and that of the translation 17th December. Mart. 
Rom., p. 87, p. 766 ff.

2 Ignatius v. A nt., p. 27, p. 68, anm. 2.
3 There is no sufficient evidence for the statement that in Chrysostom’s 

time the day dedicated to Ignatius was in June. The mere allusion, in a 
Homily delivered in honour of Ignatius, that “  recently ” the feast of Sta. 
Pelagia (in the Latin Calendar 9th June) had been celebrated, by no means 
justifies such a conclusion and there is nothing else to establish it.

* W ann warden, u. s. w . , p. 22.
3 Ob it*  su  uitpcXifati r i  rtpara  toO xSofiov, oiSi a ! ftatnAaat rod al&vos 

to&tov. K a\6y /rot AroSarrir Sid XptorSr TijeoOv, 1) fkunXctnir r f ir  rtpAruv  r ijt 
y in . “  Ti ydp ’.CxptXciTai SrO/wros, id* KtpStpTi t6f rdofior S\or, t V  St \f/irx^r 
atrrov {iifuuOjj ; c. vi.
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such by most critics.1 It was probably a gloss, which subsequently 
was inserted in the text. Of these facts, however, Tischendorf 
does not say a word.2

The next passage to which he refers is in the Epistle to the 
Smymaeans, c. i., where the writer says of Jesus, “ He was baptised 
by John in order that all righteousness might be fulfilled by 
Him ,”3 which Tischendorf considers a reminiscence of Matt. iii. 
15, “ For thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.”♦ The 
phrase, besides being no quotation, has, again, all the appearance 
of being an addition ; and when in ch. iii. of the same Epistle we 
find a palpable quotation from an apocryphal Gospel, which 
Jerome states to be the “ Gospel according to the Hebrews,” to 
which we shall presently refer, a Gospel which we know to have 
contained the baptism of Jesus by John, it is not possible, even if 
the Epistle were genuine, which it is not, to base any such con
clusion upon these words. There is not only the alternative of 
tradition, but the use of the same apocryphal Gospel, elsewhere 
quoted in the Epistle, as the source of the reminiscence.

Tischendorf does not point out any more supposed references 
to our Synoptic Gospels, but we proceed to notice all the other 
passages which have been indicated by others. In the Epistle to 
Polycarp, c. ii., the following sentence occurs : “ Be thou wise as 
the serpent in everything, and harmless as the dove.” This is, of 
course, compared with Matt. x. 16, “ Be ye therefore, wise as 
serpents, and innocent as doves.” The Greek of both is as 
follows:—

E p i s t l e .

Apbvipos ylvov lit A 6</hs iv  ratrtr xal 
AldpaiOl lit 7) TrcptOTfptI.

M a t t . x . i 6 .

TlvcoBc ovv tppbr ipoi tit o2 kpcis3 rat 
dripaiM tit ol reparrepal,

In the Syriac version the passage reads, “ Be thou wise as the 
serpent in everything, and harmless as to those things which are 
requisite as the dove.”6 It is unnecessary to add that no source is 
indicated for the reminiscence. Ewald assigns this part of our 
first Gospel originally to the Spruchsammlung, and, even apart 
from the variations presented in the Epistle, there is nothing to

' Anger, Synops. E v ., p. 119 f. ; Cureton, Ancient Syriac Version, elc.,
р. 42 ff .; Dressel, Pair. Ap., p. 170; Grabe, Spicil Patr., ii., p. 16; 
Jacobson, Patr. Ap., ii., p. 402 ; Kirchhofer, Quellcnsamml., p. 48, anm. 
6 ; etc.

• Dr. Lightfoot omits the supposed quotation from his text of the Epistle— 
Apost. Fathers, p. 122. Dr. Westcott does not refer to the passage at all.

3 pefjaTTnrptvov {neb ’lu ivrov , Xra Tc'h'qpwdrj iracra SlKcuoour-r} !nr’ ainov, k.t. \ .
с. i.

4 oBrm ybp rpisror tori*  iipur ir\i)puoai Tcurar bucatoovmjr.
5 The Cod. Sin. alone reads i i i  A Btpis here.
6 Cf. Cureton, Ancient Syriac Version, etc., p. 5, p. 72.
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warrant exclusive selection of our first Gospel as the source of 
the saying. The remaining passages we subjoin in parallel 
columns :—

Ep. to thb Ephksians v.
For if the prayer of one or two 

has such power, how much more 
that of the bishop and of all the 
Church.1

Ep. to Ephesians vi.
For every one whom the Master 

of the house sends to be over his own 
household we ought to receive as 
we should him that sent (W/u^arra) 
him.

fldrra y ip  6r rlpTci i  oU ottrrin it 
t'a iilar oixorofilar, othan Sti v/iai 
abrb Ux«rBai, wt aisrir rip

Ep. to T rali.ians XI.
For these are not a planting of 

the Father.

Oiroc yip  oOk tlaiv tpvrtla -rarpfa.

Ep. to Smyrn/Eans vi.
He that receiveth it let him 

receive it.
0  \tapGnr x v p tlr v .

Matt, xviii. 19.
Again I say unto you that if two 

of you shall agree on earth as touch
ing anything that they shall ask it 
shall be done for them by my 
Father, v. 20. For where two or 
three are gathered together, etc.

Matt. x. 40.
He that receiveth you receiveth 

me, and he that receiveth me re
ceiveth him that sent (aT«rrflXoj>To) 
me.

'0 JfX<S/«roj vp&i (put Six*™*> *•! A 
tp i  SexApd’oi Wxerar riv iTooTclXcwTi 
px.

Matt. xv. 13.
Every plant which my heavenly 

Father did not plant shall be rooted 
up.

Ilcura <f>vrcla f/r oin it/xinuatv 6
ra-H/p pov 0 oupdvLOi {npiiud^afTai.

Matt. xix . 12.
He that is able to receive it let him 

receive it.
'0  tvrdperoi

None of these passages are quotations, and they generally present 
such marked linguistic variations from the parallel passages in our 
first Gospel that there is not the slightest ground for specially 
referring them to it. The last words cited are introduced without 
any appropriate context. In no case are the expressions indicated 
as quotations from, or references to, any particular source. They 
may either be traditional, or reminiscences of some of the numerous 
Gospels current in the early Church, such as the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews. That the writer made use of one of these cannot 
be doubted. In the Epistle to the Smyrnaeans, c. iii., there occurs 
a quotation from an apocryphal Gospel to which we have already, 
in passing, referred : “ For I know that also after his resurrection 
he was in the flesh, and I believe he is so now. And when he 
came to those who were with Peter he said to them : Lay hold, 
handle me, and see that I am not an incorporeal spirit (Saifioviov).

1 E{ y&p ivto koX dfirrtpov xpoaeux*} rocra&rrjr Urx&* *X€t> ft&AXo* If re
tov 4tutk& tov kcU rd<njf rip  tKKXrjalas ;
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And immediately they touched him and believed, being convinced 
by his flesh and spirit.”1 Eusebius, who quotes this passage, 
says that he does not know whence it is taken.2 Origen, however, 
quotes it from a work well known in the early Church, called “ The 
Teaching of Peter ” (AiSa^V nirpov) ;3 and Jerome found it in 
the “ Gospel according to the Hebrews,” in use among the 
Nazarenes,* which he translated, as we shall hereafter see. It 
was, no doubt, in both of those works. The narrative, Luke 
xxiv. 39 f., being neglected, and an apocryphal Gospel used here, 
the inevitable inference is clear, and very suggestive. As it is 
certain that this quotation was taken from a source different from 
our Gospels, there is reason to suppose that the other passages 
which we have cited are reminiscences of the same work. The 
passage on the three mysteries in the Epistle to the Ephesians, 
c. xix., is evidently another quotation from an uncanonical 
source.*

We must, however, again point out that, with the single excep
tion of the short passage in the Epistle to Polycarp, c. ii., which 
is not a quotation, none of these supposed reminiscences of 
our Synoptic Gospels are found in the Syriac version of the three 
Epistles.

With regard to Scriptural quotations in all the seven Ignatian 
letters, it may be well to quote the words of Dr. Lightfoot. “ The 
Ignatian letters do, indeed, show a considerable knowledge of the 
writings included in our Canon of the New Testament; but this 
knowledge betrays itself in casual words and phrases, stray 
metaphors, epigrammatic adaptations, and isolated coincidences 
of thought. Where there is an obligation, the borrowed figure or 
expression has passed through the mind of the writer, has been 
assimilated, and has undergone some modification in the process. 
Quotations from the New Testament, strictly speaking, there 
are none.”6 Dr. Lightfoot is speaking here, not only of the 
Gospels, but of the whole New Testament, and he adds, in 
regard to such approaches: “ Even such examples can be 
counted on the fingers.” Without discussing how such know
ledge can be limited to special writings, it is obvious that, whatever 
view may be taken of the Ignatian letters, they afford no evidence

1 ’E-yu) yhp Kal /xerh r+jr dpdoravip ip vapid a v t6p otSa real Turrciho 6rra. Kal 
6re vpbs robs repX lUrpor ?/\0ep, (<pyj abroir “ Adhere, \fnf\a<ph<raTi /*€, koI 
Were 6n  ovk elpU dcufxbvior dvioftarop." KciljOObi avrov 1}\f/aPTo, real iTUrrewmp, 
rcpaOipTci rj) vapid avrov Kal rip aZfxari.

9 ovk otS' irrdOep fnjroU <riryWx/njrat. H . E iii. 36.
3 D e Princip. P rd f., § 8.
4 D e v ir . i l l ., 16 ; cf. Comm, in Is. lib. xviii., preef.
5 Cf. Ewald, Gesch. d. Volkes I s r vii., p. 318, anm. I.
6 Apostolic Fathers, part ii., vol. i., 1885, p. 580.
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TH E EPISTLE OF POLYCARP *75

even of the existence of our Gospels, and throw no light whatever 
on their authorship and trustworthiness as witnesses for miracles 
and the reality of Divine revelation.

We have hitherto deferred all consideration of the so-called 
Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians, from the fact that, instead 
of proving the existence of the Epistles of Ignatius, with which 
it is intimately associated, it is itself discredited in proportion as 
they are shown to be inauthentic. We have just seen that the 
martyr-journey of Ignatius to Rome is, for cogent reasons, declared 
to be wholly fabulous, and the Epistles purporting to be written 
during that journey must be held to be spurious. The Epistle of 
Polycarp, however, not only refers to the martyr-journey (c. ix.), 
but to the Ignatian Epistles which are inauthentic (c. xiii.), and 
the manifest inference is that it also is spurious.

Polycarp, who is said by Irenaeus' to have been in his youth a 
disciple of the Apostle John, became Bishop of Smyrna, and 
suffered martyrdom at a very advanced age.3 On the authority of 
Eusebius and Jerome it has hitherto been generally believed that 
his death took place in a.d . 166-167. In the account of his 
martyrdom, which we possess in the shape of a letter from the 
Church of Smyrna, purporting to have been written by eye
witnesses, which must be pronounced spurious, Polycarp is said 
to have died under the Proconsul Statius Quadratus.3 If this 
statement be correct, the date hitherto received can no longer be 
maintained, for recent investigations have determined that Statius 
Quadratus was proconsul in a.d . 155-5  or 1 5 5 -6 .4 Some critics, 
who affirm the authenticity of the Epistle attributed to Polycarp, 
date the Epistle before a.d . 120, but the preponderance of 
opinion assigns it to a much later period. Doubts of its authen
ticity, and of the integrity of the text, were very early expressed, 
and the close scrutiny to which later and more competent 
criticism has subjected it has led very many to the conclusion 
that the Epistle is either largely interpolated or altogether spurious. 
The principal argument in favour of its authenticity is the fact 
that the Epistle is mentioned by Irenaeus, 3 who in his extreme

' A dv. H a r., in., 3, § 4 ; cf. Eusebius, H. E ., v. 20.
3 In the Mart. Polycarpi (c. 9) he is represented as declaring that he had 

served Christ eighty-six years.
3 M art. Poly carpi, c. 21.
* Waddington, M im . dc I ’In st. im p. de France, Acad, des Inscript, et Belles 

Lettres, T. xxvi., 1 Part., 1867, p. 232 ff. ; cf. Pastes des Provinces Asiatiques, 
1872, 1 Part., p. 219 ff. It should be mentioned, however, that in A.D. 167 
there was a Consul of the name of Ummidius Quadratus (Waddington, l.c., 
p. 238). Wieseler and Keim reject M. Waddington’s conclusions, and adhere to 
the later date.

5 Adv. Hcer., iii. 3, § 4.
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youth was acquainted with Polycarp.1 We have no very precise 
information regarding the age of Irenaeus; but Jerome states that 
he flourished under Commodus (180-192), and we may, as a 
favourable conjecture, suppose that he was then about 35-37. In 
that case his birth must be dated about a .d . 145. There is reason 
to believe that he fell a victim to persecution under Septimius 
Severus, and it is only doubtful whether he suffered during the 
first outbreak in a.d . 202 or later. According to this calculation 
the martyrdom of Polycarp, in a .d . 155-156, took place when he 
was ten or eleven years of age. Even if a further concession be 
made in regard to his age, it is evident that the intercourse of 
Irenaeus with the Bishop of Smyrna must have been confined to 
his very earliest years—a fact which is confirmed by the almost 
total absence of any record in his writings of the communications 
of Poly carp. This certainly does not entitle Irenaeus to speak 
more authoritatively of an Epistle ascribed to Polycarp than 
anyone else of his day.

In the Epistle itself there are several anachronisms. In ch. ix. 
the “ blessed Ignatius ” is referred to as already dead, and he is 
held up with Zosimus and Rufus, and also with Paul and the rest 
of the Apostles, as examples of patience—men who have not run 
in vain, but are with the Lord ; but in ch. xiii. he is spoken of as 
living, and information is requested regarding him, “ and those 
who are with him.”3 Yet, although' thus spoken of as alive, the 
writer already knows of his Epistles, and refers, in the plural, to 
those written by him “ to us, and all the rest which we have by 
us.”3 The reference here, it will be observed, is not only to the 
Epistles to the Smymseans, and to Polycarp himself, but to other 
spurious Epistles which are not included in the Syriac version. 
Daille* pointed out long ago that ch. xiii. abruptly interrupts the 
conclusion of the Epistle, and most critics, including those who 
assert the authenticity of the rest of the Epistle, reject it, at least, 
although many of these likewise repudiate ch. ix. as interpolated. 
Others, however, consider that the latter chapter is quite consistent 
with the later date, which, according to internal evidence, must be 
assigned to the Epistle. The writer vehemently denounces,3 as 
already widely spread, the Gnostic heresy and other forms of false 
doctrine which did not exist until the time of Marcion, to whom

1 ’E* rg irpiirry ijfiwp ijXiKlq k.t.X. Adv. H o t ., iii. 3, § 4, Eusebius, H . £ . ,  
iv., 14, cf. v. 20.

2 E t do ipso Ignat io, et do his qui cum eo sunty quod cerlius agnovtritisy 
significate. Cf. Donaldson, Hist. Chr. L it . and Doctr., i., p. 184 f.

3 TAf iwurroXdf 'lyvarlov rAs ictfxQdtloas if/juw irw airrov, $cal AMas 6c*t 
etxofiep "wap iffur, k.t.X .

4 De Scriptis, etc. , 427 ff.
5 Cf. chaps, vi., vii.
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and to whose followers he refers in unmistakeable terms. An 
expression is used in ch. vii., in speaking of these heretics, which 
Polycarp is reported by Irenaeus to have actually applied to 
Marcion in person, during his visit to Rome. He is said to have 
called Marcion the “ first-born of Satan ” (w/xutotokos to? Sarava),1 
and the same term is employed in this Epistle with regard to 
everyone who holds such false doctrines. The development of 
these heresies, therefore, implies a date for the composition of the 
Epistle, at earliest, after the middle of the second century, a date 
which is further confirmed by other circumstances.2 The writer of 
such a letter must have held a position in the Church, to which 
Polycarp could only have attained in the latter part of his life, 
when he was deputed to Rome for the Paschal discussion, and the 
Epistle depicts the developed ecclesiastical organisation of a later 
time.3 The earlier date which has now been adopted for the 
martyrdom of Polycarp by limiting the period during which it is 
possible that he himself could have written any portion of it, only 
renders the inauthenticity of the Epistle more apparent. Hilgen- 
feld has pointed out, as another indication of the same date, the 
injunction, “ Pray for the kings” (Orate pro regibus), which, in i 
Peter ii. 17, is “ Honour the King ” (rbv /3atrth ia  rtn a n ) ,  
which, he argues, accords with the period after Antoninus Pius had 
elevated Marcus Aurelius to joint sovereignty (a .d . 147), or, better 
still, with that in which Marcus Aurelius appointed Lucius Verus 
his colleague, a .d . 161; for to rulers outside the Roman Empire 
there can be no reference. If authentic, however, the Epistle 
must have been written, at latest, shortly after the martyrdom of 
Ignatius in a .d . 115 ; but, as we have seen, there are strong internal 
characteristics excluding such a supposition. The reference to the

* Adv. Heer., iii. 3, § 4 ; Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 14.
2 Schwegler, Das nachap. Zeit, ii., p. 155 f. ; Hilgenfeld, Die ap. Viiier, p. 

272 f. ; Lipsius, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1874, p. 208 f. ; Scholten, Die tilt. 
Zeugnisse, p. 41 ff. ; Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 44 ff. Schwegler and 
Hilgenfeld consider the insertion of this phrase, reported to have been 
actually used in Rome against Marcion, as proof of the inauthenticity of 
the Epistle. They argue that the well-known saying was employed to give 
an appearance of reality to the forgery. In any case, it shows that the 
Epistle cannot have been written earlier than the second half of the second 
century.

3 Schwegler, Das nachap. Zeit., ii., p. 158; Hilgenfeld, Die ap. Voter, 
p. 273 ; Ritschl., East. altk. Kirche, p. 402 f. ; Scholten, Die. alt. Zeugnisse, 
p. 42. It has been pointed out that, in the superscription, Polycarp is 
clearly distinguished, as Bishop, from the Presbyters of Smyrna : IT oXi'icapxo* 
<ai 01 true a imp -rptefluTcpM. Domer, Lehre Pers. Christi, 1851, i., p. 172 f. 
anm. ; Rothe, Anfdnge (hr. Kirche, 1837, i., p. 408 f. anm. 107, 108 ; Hil
genfeld, 1. c. ; Ritschl., I. c. The writer, in admonishing the Philippians, 
speaks of their “ being subject to the Presbyters and Deacons as to God and 
Christ ” inroTacraofstroui rols r/yeo^vrlpois cal JiamSeoif ills Tip Of cp sal Xpnrnp 
k.t.X  c. 5.

N
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martyr-journey of Ignatius and to the Epistles falsely ascribed to 
him is alone sufficient to betray the spurious nature of the compo
sition, and to class the Epistle with the rest of the pseudo-Ignatian 
literature.

We shall now examine all the passages in this Epistle which are 
pointed out as indicating any acquaintance with our Synoptic 
Gospels.1 The first occurs in ch. ii., and we subjoin it in con
trast with the nearest parallel passages of the Gospels; but, although 
we break it up into paragraphs, it will, of course, be understood 
that the quotation is continuous in the Epistle:—

E p i s t l e ,  c. i i .  

Remembering what the Lord said, 
teaching:

Judge not, that ye be not judged ;

forgive, and it shall be forgiven to 
you ;

be pitiful, that ye may be pitied ;

with what measure ye mete it shall 
be measured to you again; and that 
blessed Are the poor and those 
that are persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
God.

Epistle c. i i .
ilrriporeBorret Si im elrer i  Kt'ptos 

StSioKirr'
Mi) xptrere, Ira /ii) xpiBijre. 
dtftlere, sal defteBipreTai itpir.

tXedre, fra iXeijBrfre'

V Ĥ TpV perpeire, arnperptiBhatrai 
ipir.

xal Sri paxipioi ol rruyol *al ol 
SitonSperoi Irexer SiK<uoavrr)i, Sri avrOr 
iarlr f) liao i\< la rov BeoB.

Matthew .

vii. i.
Judge not, that ye be not judged.
vi. 14. For if ye forgive men their 

trespasses your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you : (cf. Luke vi.
37...........pardon and ye shall be
pardoned.)

v. 7. Blessed are the pitiful, for 
they shall obtain pity.

vii. 2. With what measure ye mete 
it shall be measured to you.

v. 3. Blessed are the poor in
spirit.v. 10. Blessed are they
that are persecuted for righteous
ness sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

Matthew .

vii. i.
Mi) Kplrere, tra /ii) KpiBrjre.
vi. 14. 'Kdr y ip  a<p9fr t rots i.rBpurroie 

k. r. X. (cf. Luke vi. 37, 'kroXvere  
*al dxoXoOtpjtode.)

v. 7. Mardptoi ol e’Xehporet, Sri airrol 
eXerjOtpeorrai-

vii. 2. i r  1}  pirptp perpeire per/nj- 
Bt\aerai Spur.

v. 3. Mard/MOi ol irrloyal rip neo- 
part—10 pax. ol SeSuoyptroi ffetter 
Smaioovrijs, Sri aina>r etrrlr ii fkuriXela 
Tuir ov parlor.

It will be remembered that an almost similar direct quotation of 
words of Jesus occurs in the so-called Epistle of Clement to the 
Corinthians, ch. xiii., which we have already examined.3 There the

1 Tischendorf, IVattn warden, u. s. w ., p. 23 f.; Westcott, On the Canon, 
p. 48, note.

3 P. 223 f.
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THE EPISTLE OF POLYCARP 179

passage is introduced by the same words, and in the midst of 
brief phrases which have parallels in our Gospel there occurs 
in both Epistles the same expression, “ Be pitiful, that ye 
may be pitied,” which is not found in any of our Gospels. 
In order to find parallels for the quotation, upon the 
hypothesis of a combination of texts, we have to add 
together portions of the following verses in the order 
shown: Matt vii. 1, vi. 14 (although, with complete linguistic 
variations, the sense of Luke vi. 37 is much closer), v. 7, vii. 2, 
v. 3, v. 10. Such fragmentary compilation is in itself scarcely con
ceivable in an Epistle of this kind, but when in the midst we find 
a passage foreign to our Gospels, which occurs in another 
work in connection with so similar a quotation, it is reasonable to 
conclude that the whole is derived from tradition or from a 
Gospel different from ours. In no case can such a passage be 
considered material evidence even of the existence of any one of 
our Gospels.

Another expression which is pointed out occurs in ch. vii., 
“ beseeching in our prayers the all-searching God not to lead us 
into temptation, as the Lord said : The spirit, indeed, is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.”1 This is compared with the phrase in 
“ the Lord’s Prayer” (Matt. vi. 13), or the passage (xxvi. 41): 
“ Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit, 
indeed, is willing, but the flesh is weak.”3 The second Gospel, 
however, equally has the phrase (xiv. 38), and shows how unreason
able it is to limit these historical sayings to a single Gospel. The 
next passage is of a similar nature (ch. v i.) : “ If, therefore, we pray 
the Lord that he may forgive us, we ought also ourselves to 
forgive.”3 The thought, but not the language, of this passage 
corresponds with Matt. vi. 12-14, but equally so with Luke xi. 4. 
Now, we must repeat that all such sayings of Jesus were the 
common property of the early Christians— were, no doubt, orally 
current amongst them, and still more certainly were recorded by 
many of the numerous Gospels then in circulation, as they are by 
several of our own. In no case is there any written source indi
cated from which these passages are derived; they are simply 
quoted as words of Jesus, and, being all connected either with 
the “ Sermon on the Mount ” or the “ Lord’s Prayer,” the two 
portions of the teaching of Jesus which were most popular, 
widely known, and characteristic, there can be no doubt that they 
were familiar throughout the whole of the early Church, and must

1 M fCtciP alrovfieroi rb* TarrcTr&rrqr Of by, fit) e& rtrry/tetr ify/xar els iceipaa- 
fibr, kclO Cm  elrcev 6 xupios* rb f i b  irrevfia xpbOvfiov, if 6k <rb.pt daOerifs. c. vii.

3 ypityof**™ Kâ  *po<Te&x,e<rOet fro fiif eUrkXOrfre els sretpcurfib. rb f ib  icvevfia 
wpMvfior, if 6k erbpt dffOertfS. Matt. xxvi. 4 1 .

* E / o6r M fuOa too Kvplov, tra i)fu» cupjj, bfeCXofier kcU iffieis d+Uwai. c. vi.
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i 8 o SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

have formed a part of most, or all, of the many collections of the 
words of the Master. The anonymous quotation of historical 
expressions of Jesus cannot prove even the existence of one special 
document among many to which we may choose to trace it, much 
less establish its authorship and character.
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CHAPTER III.

JUSTIN MARTYR

W e  shall now consider the evidence furnished by the works of 
Justin Martyr regarding the existence of our Synoptic Gospels at 
the middle of the second century, and we may remark, in anticipa
tion, that, whatever differences of opinion may finally exist 
regarding the solution of the problem which we have to examine, 
at least it is clear that the testimony of Justin Martyr is not of a 
nature to establish the date, authenticity, and character of Gospels 
professing to communicate such momentous and astounding 
doctrines. The determination of the source from which Justin 
derived his facts of Christian history has for a century attracted 
more attention, and excited more controversy, than almost any 
other similar question in connection with patristic literature, and 
upon none have more divergent opinions been expressed.

Justin, who suffered martyrdom about a.d . 166-167' under 
Marcus Aurelius, probably at the instigation of the cynical philo
sopher, Crescens, was bom in the Greek-Roman colony, Flavia 
Neapolis,* established during the reign of Vespasian, near the 
ancient Sichem in Samaria. By descent he was a Greek, and 
during the earlier part of his life a heathen ; but, after long and 
disappointed study of Greek philosophy, he became a convert to 
Christianity^ strongly tinged with Judaism. It is not necessary to 
enter into any discussion as to the authenticity of the writings 
which have come down to us bearing Justin’s name, many of 
which are undoubtedly spurious, for the two Apologies and the 
Dialogue with Trypho, with which we have almost exclusively to 
do, are generally admitted to be genuine. It is true that there 
has been a singular controversy regarding the precise relation to 
each other of the two Apologies now extant, the following 
contradictory views having been maintained : that they are the 
two Apologies mentioned by Eusebius, and in their original 
order; that they are Justin’s two Apologies, but that Eusebius was 
wrong in affirming that the second was addressed to Marcus 
Aurelius; that our second Apology was the preface or appendix 
to the first, and that the original second is lost. The shorter 1

1 Eusebius, H . E ., iv. 16, Chron. Pasch., A.D. 165. 3 Apol., i. I.
3 Dial. c. Tryph., ii. ff.

181
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Apology contains nothing of interest connected with our inquiry.
There has been much controversy as to the date of the two 

Apologies, and much difference of opinion still exists on the 
point. Many critics assign the larger to about a .d . 138-140, and 
the shorter to a.d . i 60-161. A passage, however, occurs in the 
longer Apology, which indicates that it must have been written 
about a century and a half after the commencement of the 
Christian era, or, according to accurate reckoning, about a.d . 147. 
Justin speaks, in one part of it, of perverted deductions being 
drawn from his teaching “ that Christ was bom 150 years ago 
under Cyrenius.”1 Those who contend for the earlier date have 
no stronger argument against this statement than the unsupported 
assertion, that in this passage Justin merely speaks “ in round 
numbers ” ; but many important circumstances confirm the date 
which Justin thus gives us. In the superscription of the Apology, 
Antoninus is called “ Pius,” a title which was first bestowed upon 
him in the year 139. Moreover, Justin directly refers to Marcion,
as a man “ now living and teaching his disciples....... and who has,
by the aid of demons, caused many of all nations to utter 
blasphemies,” etc.’ Now the fact has been established that 
Marcion did not come to Rome, where Justin himself was, until 
a.d . 139-142, when his prominent public career commenced, and 
it is apparent that the words of Justin indicate a period when his 
doctrines had already become widely diffused. For these and 
many other strong reasons, which need not here be detailed, the 
majority of competent critics agree in more correctly assigning the 
first Apology to about a .d . 147. The Dialogue with Trypho, as 
internal evidence shows, 3 was written after the longer Apology, 
and it is therefore generally dated some time within the first 
decade of the second half of the second century.

In these writings Justin quotes very copiously from the Old 
Testament, and he also very frequently refers to facts of Christian 
history and to sayings of Jesus. Of these references, for instance, 
some fifty occur in the first Apology, and upwards of seventy in 
the Dialogue with Trypho, a goodly number, it will be admitted, 
by means of which to identify the source from which he quotes. 
Justin himself frequently and distinctly says that his information 
and quotations are derived from the Memoirs of the Apostles 
( arofj.vrniovtvfMTa t <ov diroarokinv), but except upon one occa
sion, which we shall hereafter consider, when he indicates 
Peter, he never mentions an author’s name. Upon examination 
it is found that, with only one or two brief exceptions, the 
numerous quotations from these^Memoirs differ more or less 
widely from parallel passages in our Synoptic Gospels, and in

■ Apol., i. 46. 3 Apol., i. 26. 3 Dial. c. T r.,  cxx.
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many cases differ in the same respects as similar quotations found 
in other writings of the second century, the writers of which are 
known to have made use of uncanonical Gospels; and, further, 
that these passages are quoted several times, at intervals, by 
Justin with the same variations. Moreover, sayings of Jesus are 
quoted from these Memoirs which are not found in our Gospels 
at all, and facts in the life of Jesus and circumstances of Christian 
history derived from the same source, not only are not found in 
our Gospels, but are in contradiction with them.

These peculiarities have, as might have been expected, created 
much diversity of opinion regarding the nature of the Memoirs 
of the Apostles. In the earlier days of New Testament 
criticism more especially, many of course at once identified the 
Memoirs with our Gospels exclusively, and the variations were 
explained by conveniently elastic theories of free quotation from 
memory, imperfect and varying MSS., combination, condensation, 
and transposition of passages, with slight additions from tradition, 
or even from some other written source, and so on. Others 
endeavoured to explain away difficulties by the supposition that 
they were a simple harmony of our Gospels, or a harmony of the 
Gospels, with passages added from some apocryphal work. A 
much greater number of critics, however, adopt the conclusion 
that, along with our Gospels, Justin made use of one or more 
apocryphal Gospels, and more especially of the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, or according to Peter, and also perhaps of 
tradition. Others assert that he made use of a special unknown 
Gospel, or of the Gospel according to the Hebrews or according 
to Peter, with the subsidiary use of a version of one or two of our 
Gospels, to which, however, he did not attach much importance, 
preferring the apocryphal work; whilst others have concluded 
that Justin did not make use of our Gospels at all, and that his 
quotations are either from the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
or according to Peter, or from some other special apocryphal 
Gospel now no longer extant

Evidence permitting of such wide diversity of results to serious 
and laborious investigation of the identity of Justin’s Memoirs 
of the Apostles cannot be of much value towards establishing the 
authenticity of our Gospels, and, in the absence of any specific 
mention of our Synoptics, any very elaborate examination of the 
Memoirs might be considered unnecessary, more especially as it is 
admitted almost universally by competent critics that Justin did 
not himself consider the Memoirs of the Apostles inspired, or of 
any dogmatic authority, and had no idea of attributing canonical 
rank to them. In pursuance of the system which we desire 
invariably to adopt of enabling every reader to form his own 
opinion, we shall, as briefly as possible, state the facts of the
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case, and furnish materials for a full comprehension of the 
subject.

Justin himself, as we have already mentioned, frequently and 
distinctly states that his information regarding Christian history 
and his quotations are derived from the Memoirs of the Apostles 
(dirofj.in]iiov(\’iMTa twv dirorrrokiov), to adopt the usual trans
lation, although the word might more correctly be rendered 
“ Recollections,” or “ Memorabilia.” It has frequently been sur
mised that this name was suggested by the dirofivTjftovfvimTa 
2 ftMcpdrovs of Xenophon, but, as Credner has pointed out, the 
similarity is purely accidental, and, to constitute a parallel, 
the title should have been Memoirs of Jesus.' The word 
diro/jLVTffiovtviuiTa is here evidently used merely in the sense 
of records written from memory, and it is so employed by Papias 
in the passage preserved by Eusebius regarding Mark, who, 
although he had not himself followed the Lord, yet recorded his 
words from what he heard from Peter, and who, having done so 
without order, is still defended for “ thus writing some things as 
he remembered them ” (ovrws tvia ypd\pas <i>s dutisvijisjovroo-tv).2 
In the same way Irenaeus refers to the “ Memoirs of a certain 
Presbyter of apostolic times ” (awo/^/aovtiyiaTa aroorokueov 
rivbs wp*<rfivT(pov),3 whose name he does not mention; and 
Origen still more closely approximates to Justin’s use of the 
word when, expressing his theory regarding the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, he says that the thoughts are the Apostle’s, but the 
phraseology and the composition are of one recording from 
memory what the Apostle said (drofivTjisMvevaairros tivos r a  
chrooToXiKa), and as of one writing at leisure the dictation of 
his master.'* Justin himself speaks of the authors of the Memoirs 
as oi dwo[i,vrifiovtv<ravT{<i,s and the expression was then and 
afterwards constantly in use amongst ecclesiastical and other 
writers.6

This title, Memoirs of the Apostles, however, although the 
most appropriate to mere recollections of the life and teaching of 
Jesus, evidently could not be applied to works ranking as canonical 
Gospels, but, in fact, excludes such an idea; and the whole of 
Justin’s views regarding Holy Scripture prove that he saw in the 
Memoirs merely records from memory to assist memory. He 
does not call them ypsufsaL, but adheres always to the familiar 
name of dsrofiyijnovtvfiara, and whilst his constant appeals to a

■ Credner, Beitrage, i., p. 105. * Eusebius, H .E . , iii. 39.
3 lb  , V . 8. * lb ., vi. 25. 5 A pel., i. 33.
6 Credner, Beitrage, i., p. 105 f., Gesch. N. T. Kanon, p. 12 ; Reuss, Hist, 

du Canon, p. 53 f. ; Wcstcolt, On the Canon, p. 95, note I. The Clementine 
Recognitions (ii. I) make the Apostle Peter say : In consuetudine habiti verba 
domini mei, qua ab ipso audieram revocare ad metnoriam.
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written source show very clearly his abandonment of oral tradition, 
there is nothing in the name of his records which can identify 
them with our Gospels.

Justin designates the source of his quotations ten times, the 
Memoirs of the A p o s t le s and five times he calls it simply the 
“ Memoirs.”3 He says, upon one occasion, that these Memoirs were 
composed “ by his Apostles and their followers,”* but except in one 
place to which we have already referred, and which we shall hereafter 
fully examine, he never mentions the author’s name, nor does he 
ever give any more precise information regarding their composition. 
It has been argued that, in saying that these Memoirs were 
recorded by the Apostles and their followers, Justin intentionally 
and literally described the four canonical Gospels, the first and 
fourth of which are ascribed to Apostles and the other two to 
Mark and Luke, the followers of Apostles ; but such an inference 
is equally forced and unfounded. The language itself forbids this 
explanation, for Justin does not speak indefinitely of Memoirs of 
Apostles and their followers, but of Memoirs of the Apostles, 
invariably using the article which refers the Memoirs to the 
collective body of the Apostles. Moreover, the incorrectness of 
such an inference is manifest from the fact that circumstances are 
stated by Justin as derived from these Memoirs, which do not 
exist in our Gospels at all, and which, indeed, are contradictory to 
them. Vast numbers of spurious writings, moreover, bearing the 
names of Apostles and their followers, and claiming more or less 
direct apostolic authority, were in circulation in the early Church— 
Gospels according to Peter/ to Thomas,5 to James,6 to Judas/ 
according to the Apostles, or according to the Twelve,8 to 
Barnabas, 9 to Matthias,10 to Nicodemus,11 etc., and ecclesiastical

* Apol., i. 66, 67, cf. i. 33; Dial. c. Tr., 88, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, and
twice in 106. 3 D ial., 103, 105, thrice 107.

3 *Er yap T o i*  hTro/junjpLorebfiaai a tfrrjpu inch tuv  dxcxrrdXtvp afrro0 Kai tCjv 
ietiro it TapaKoXov&ifohmow ovrTtT&xQou, a .  t .  X. D ial. ,  103.

* Eusebius, H. E ., iii., 3, 25, vi. 12 ; Hieron., De Vtr. III., 1 ; Origen, in 
M atth., x. 17.

5 Eusebius, H. E ., iii., 25; Origen, Horn. i. in Lucam ; Ireraeas, Adv. 
H a r., i. 20; cf. Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr., 1853, proleg., p. xxxviii. ff. ; 
IVann warden, a. s. w . , p. 89 f. ; Hieron., Praf. in Matth.

* Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr. proleg., p. xii. ff. ; Epiphanius, Hcer., Ixxix., 
i  5. etc.

* Irena-us, Adv. Hcer., i. 31, § I ; Epiphanius, Hcer., xxxviii., § I ; Theo- 
doret. Fab. Hcer., i. 15.

8 Origen, Horn. i. in Lucam ; Hieron., Praf. in Matth. ; Adv. Pelagianos, 
iii. I ; r abridus, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., i ., p. 339 f.

9 Decret. Gelasii, vi., jj 10.
n  Origen, Horn. i. in Lucam ; Eusebius, H. E . , iii., 25 ; Decret. Gelasii, 

vi. 8 ;  Hieron., Praf. in Matth.
"  If this be not its most ancient title, the Gospel is in the Prologue 

directly ascribed to Nicodemus. The superscription which this apocryphal
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writers bear abundant testimony to the early and rapid growth of 
apocryphal literature." The very names of most of such apocry
phal Gospels are lost, whilst of others we possess considerable 
information; but nothing is more certain than the fact that there 
existed many works bearing names which render the attempt to 
interpret the title of Justin’s Gospel as a description of the four 
in our canon quite unwarrantable. The words of Justin evidendy 
imply simply that the source of his quotations is the collective 
recollections of the Apostles, and those who followed them, regard
ing the life and teaching of Jesus.

The title, Memoirs of the Apostles, by no means indicates a 
plurality of Gospels. A single passage has been pointed out in 
which the Memoirs are said to have been called eiayytXia in 
the plural: “ For the Apostles in the Memoirs composed by them, 
which are called Gospels,”3 etc. The last expression, a naXErai 
tvayyikia, as many scholars have declared, is probably an 
interpolation. It is, in all likelihood, a gloss on the margin of 
some old MS. which some copyist afterwards inserted in the text3 
If Justin really stated that the Memoirs were called Gospels, it 
seems incomprehensible that he should never call them so himself. 
In no other place in his writings does he apply the plural to them, 
but, on the contrary, we find Trypho referring to the “ so-called 
Gospel,” which he states that he has carefully read,3 and which, of 
course, can only be Justin’s “ Memoirs and, again, in another 
part of the same dialogue, Justin quotes passages which are 
written “in the Gospel ”* («v Tip evayy tXup ycypamu). The 
term “ Gospel ” is nowhere else used by Justin in reference to a 
written record.6 In no case, however, considering the numerous 
Gospels then in circulation, and the fact that many of these, 
different from the canonical Gospels, are known to have been

Gospel bears in the form now extant, intoitrluum  toO icvplov ’I ijaev
XfHorov, recalls the titles of Justin’s Memoirs. Tischendorf, Evang. 
Apocr., p. 203 f., cf. Proleg., p. liv. ff. : Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N. T., i., 
p. 213 ff. ; Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N. T., p. cxviii.-cxlii., p. 487 ff.

1 Luke i. I ; Iremeus, Adv. Hcer., 1. 20, § I ; Origen, Horn. i. in Lucam. 
Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iii. 3, 25, iv. 22, vi. 12 ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T. ; 
Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N. T. ; Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr.

* 01 ydp drierroXoi b  roll ycro/Uvoit Inr’ avrur dTofirrjfioreti/iaeir, & xaXeirtu 
euayyiXia. k.t.X. Apol., i. 66.

3 An instance of such a gloss getting into the text occurs in Dial. 107, 
where in a reference to Jonah’s prophecy that Nineveh should perish in three 
days, according to the version of the lxx. which Justin always quotes, there is 
a former marginal gloss “ in other versions forty, incorporated parenthetically 
with the text.

4 r& Iv T ip  Xcyopobip eilayytXlip TapayylXfiara. k . t . X .  Dial. c. Tr., IO.
5 Dial., too.
6 There is one reference in the singular to the Gospel in the fragment De 

Eesurr., 10, which is of doubtful authenticity.
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exclusively used by distinguished contemporaries of Justin, and by 
various communities of Christians in that day, could such an 
expression be taken as a special indication of the canonical 
Gospels.1

Describing the religious practices amongst Christians in another 
place, Justin states that, at their assemblies on Sundays, “ the 
Memoirs of the Apostles or the writings of the prophets are read 
as long as time permits.”’ This, however, by no means identifies 
the Memoirs with the canonical Gospels, for it is well known that 
many writings which have been excluded from the canon were 
publicly read in the churches until very long after Justin’s day. 
We have already met with several instances of this. Eusebius 
mentions that the Epistle of the Roman Clement was publicly 
read in churches in his time, 3 and he quotes an Epistle of 
Dionysius of Corinth to Soter, the Bishop of Rome, which states 
that fact for the purpose of “ showing that it was the custom to 
read it in the churches, even from the earliest times.”* Dionysius 
likewise mentions the public reading of the Epistle of Soter to the 
Corinthians. Epiphanius refers to the reading in the churches of 
the Epistle of Clement,s and it continued to be so read in Jerome’s 
day.6 In like manner the Shepherd of Hernias,? the “Apocalypse 
of Peter,”8 and other works excluded from the canon, were publicly 
read in the church in early days.* It is certain that Gospels which 
did not permanently secure a place in the canon, such as the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, the Gospel according to Peter, the 
Gospel of the Ebionites, and many kindred Gospels, which in

' Credner argues that, had Justin intended such a limitation, he must have 
■aid, t  eaXtireu rd rtooapa tOayyi\ia. Geseh. d. N . T. K an., p. 10.
' 2 rd aTO/intnortinaTa run drtxrriXur, 4 rd  tsvyypd/ifuiTa Tier xpotfrtjrwr 

enytoueecTtu fUxpes iyXupd- Zpol., i. 67.
1H. £ . ,  iii. 16.
4 H. £ . ,  iv. 23.
5 liter., xxx. 15.
* De Vir. III., 15......."qua in  nonnullis ecclesiispublice legitur."
’ Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 3 ; Hieron., De Vir. HI., 10.
' Sozom., H . £ . ,  vii. 19; Canon Muraior., Tregelles, p, 56 f.
9 The Shepherd of Hennas and the Apocalypse of Peter are enumerated 

•mongst the books of Holy Scripture in the Stichometry of the Codex 
Claramontanus (ed. Tischendorf, p. 469 ; cf. Credner, Geseh. N. T. Kan., p. 
175 f.), and the latter is placed amongst the irTiXeyifitra in the Stichometry 
of Nicephorus, together with the Apocalypse of John and the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews. (Credner, Zur Geseh. d. Kan., p. 117 ff.) In the Can. 
Murat, the Apoc. of Peter is received along with that of John, although some 
object to its being read in the Church. (Cqn. Murat., Tregelles, p. 65; 
Credner, Geseh. N. T. K an., p. 175 f.) Tischendorf conjectures that the 
Apocalypse of Peter may have been inserted between the Ep. of Barnabas and 
the Shepherd of Hennas, where six pages are missing in the Codex Sinaiticus. 
(Nov. Test. Sinaii., Lipsise, 1863, Proleg., p. xxxii.)
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early times were exclusively used by various communities,1 must 
‘have been read at their public assemblies. The public reading of 
Justin’s Memoirs, therefore, does not prove anything, for this 
practice was by no means limited to the works now in our canon.

The idea of attributing inspiration to the Memoirs, or to any 
other work of the Apostles, with the single exception, as we shall 
presently see, of the Apocalypse of John,2 which, as prophecy, 
entered within his limits, was quite foreign to Justin, who recog
nised the Old Testament alone as the inspired Word of God. 
Indeed, as we have already said, the very name “ Memoirs ” in 
itself excludes the thought of inspiration, which Justin attributed 
only to prophetic writings ; and he could not in any way regard 
as inspired the written tradition of the Apostles and their followers, 
or a mere record of the words of Jesus. On the contrary, he 
held the accounts of the Apostles to be credible solely from then- 
being authenticated by the Old Testament, and he clearly states 
that he believes the facts recorded in the Memoirs because the 
spirit of prophecy had already foretold them.3 According to 
Justin, the Old Testament contained all that was necessary for 
salvation, and its prophecies are the sole criterion of truth—the 
Memoirs, and even Christ himself, being merely its interpreters.* 
He says that Christ commanded us not to put faith in human 
doctrines, but in those proclaimed by the holy prophets, and 
taught by himself.5 Prophecy and the words of Christ himself 
are alone of dogmatic value ; all else is human teaching. Indeed, 
from a passage quoted with approval by Irenaeus, Justin, in his 
lost work against Marcion, said : “ I would not have believed the 
Lord himself if he had proclaimed any other God than the 
Creator—that is to say, the God of the Old Testament.”6

That Justin does not mention the name of the author of the 
Memoirs would, in any case, render any argument as to their 
identity with our canonical Gospels inconclusive; but the total 
omission to do so is the more remarkable from the circumstance 
that the names of Old Testament writers constantly occur in his

1 Cf. Irenaeus, Adv. H ar., i. 26, jj 2, iii., 11 , 87;  Origen, Comm, in  E ach ., 
xxiv. 7 ;  Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iii. 25, 27, vi. 12; Epiphanius, H a r., xxix. 9, 
xxx. 3, 13 f. ; Theodoret, Harr. Fab., ii. 22 ; Hieron., Adv. Pe/ag., iii. 2, 
Comm, in Matth., xii. 13.

2 Dial. c. Tr., 8 l.
5 Apol., i. 33 ; cf. Dial. c. T r., 119, Apol., i. 32, Dial. c. Tr., 48, 53.
* Cf. Apol., i. jo , 32, 52, 53, 6 i ,  Dial. c. Tr., 32, 43, 48, 100.
5 out arffpirrcloir SiSiypuuri KfKcXfirTpf&a inr avrou to 0 Xpurrm

reWtoffai, a \ \d  toU did Twr uarapiutr xpocpTjTwr KtjpvxOfitn real Si wStov 
Si&axOcuri. D ial. c. Tr., 48.

6  K al *a\u;s 6  Towrrlror i r  rip rpbt Mapulura ovrr6.yp.aTi (pTjoir• 'O n  avrtp Ttfj
KvpUp ovk hr (XfLathjr, 6 \\o r  6f.br narayylW orT i xapd rbr 6-qpiaupybr..........
Adv. H ar., iv. 6, § 2. Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 18.
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writings. Semisch counts 197 quotations of the Old Testament, 
in which Justin refers to the author by name, or to the book, and 
only 117 in which he omits to do so,1 and the latter number might 
be reduced by considering the nature of the passages cited, and 
the inutility of repeating the reference.1 When it is considered, 
therefore, that notwithstanding the numerous quotations and refer
ences to (acts of Christian history, all purporting to be derived 
from the Memoirs, he absolutely never, except in the one 
instance referred to, mentions an author’s name, or specifies more 
clearly the nature of the source, the inference must not only be 
that he attached small importance to the Memoirs, but also that 
he was actually ignorant of the author’s name, and that his Gospel 
had no more definite superscription. Upon the theory that the 
Memoirs o f the Apostles were simply our four canonical Gospels, 
the singularity of the omission is increased by the diversity of con
tents and of authors, and the consequently greater necessity and 
probability that he should, upon certain occasions, distinguish 
between them. The fact is that the only writing of the New 
Testament to which Justin refers by name is, as we have already 
mentioned, the Apocalypse, which he attributes to “ a certain man 
whose name was John, one of the Apostles of Christ, who 
prophesied by a revelation made to him,” etc.3 The manner in 
which John is here mentioned, after the Memoirs had been so 
constantly indefinitely referred to, cleariy shows that Justin did not 
possess any Gospel also attributed to John. That he does name 
John, however, as author of the Apocalypse, and so frequently 
refers to Old Testament writers by name, yet never identifies the 
author of the Memoirs, is quite irreconcilable with the idea that they 
were the canonical Gospels.

It is perfectly clear, however—and this is a point of very great 
importance, upon which critics of otherwise widely diverging views 
are agreed—that Justin quotes from a written source, and that oral 
tradition is excluded from his system. He not only does not, like 
Papias, attach value to tradition, but, on the contrary, he affirms 
that in the Memoirs is recorded '■'•everything that concerns our

' Semisch, Dcnkvriird. Justinus, p. 84.
a It is not requisite that we should in detail refute the groundless argument 

that the looseness of Justin’s quotations from the Old Testament justifies the 
assumption that his evangelical quotations, notwithstanding their disagreement 
and almost universal inaccuracy, are taken from our Gospels. Those, however, 
who desire to examine the theory further may be referred to Semisch, Die ap. 
Denkw. d. Afar!. Justinus, pp. 239-273, and Bindemann, Th. Stud. u. 
Kritiken, 1842, p. 412 ff., on the affirmative side, and to its refutation by 
Hilgenfeld, Die E w .  Justin’s, pp. 46-62, Theot. Jahrb., 1850, pp. 385-439, 
567-578 ; and Credner, Beit rage. ii.

3 K o l ir t iS b i  sal ra fi i)fur detjp ns, ifi Sro/sa ludrvTjs, ets t u t  droarSKuT tov 
XpurroO, i r  dxoKa\Ai/m yfrofUrn aurcp, k.t.X. Dial. c. Tr., 81.
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Saviour Jesus Christ.”1 He constantly refers to them, directly, as 
the source of his information regarding the history of Jesus, and 
distinctly states that he has derived his quotations from them. 
There is no reasonable ground for affirming that Justin supple
mented or modified the contents of the Memoirs by oral 
tradition. It must, therefore, be remembered, in considering the 
nature of these Memoirs, that the facts of Christian history and 
the sayings of Jesus are derived from a determinate written source, 
and are quoted as Justin found them there. Those who attempt 
to explain the divergences of Justin’s quotations from the canonical 
Gospels, which they still maintain to have been his Memoirs, on 
the plea of oral tradition, defend the identity at the expense of the 
authority of the Gospels ; for nothing could more forcibly show 
Justin’s disregard and disrespect for the Gospels than would the 
fact that, possessing them, he not only never names their authors, 
but considers himself at liberty continually to contradict, modify, 
and revise their statements.

As we have already remarked, when we examine the contents 
of the Memoirs of the Apostks through Justin’s numerous quota
tions, we find that many parts of the Gospel narratives are 
apparently quite unknown, whilst, on the other hand, we meet 
with facts of evangelical history which are foreign to the canonical 
Gospels, and others which are contradictory of Gospel statements. 
Justin’s quotations, almost without exception, vary more or less 
from the parallels in the canonical text, and often these variations 
are consistently repeated by himself, and are found in other works 
about his time. Moreover, Justin quotes expressions of Jesus 
which are not found in our Gospels at all. The omissions, 
though often very singular, supposing the canonical Gospels 
before him, and almost inexplicable when it is considered 
how important they would often have been to his argument, 
need not, as merely negative evidence, be dwelt on here; 
but we shall briefly illustrate the other peculiarities of Justin’s 
quotations.

The only genealogy of Jesus which is recognised by Justin is 
traced through the Virgin Mary. She it is who is descended from 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and from the house of David, and 
Joseph is completely set aside.’ Jesus “ was bom of a virgin of 
the lineage of Abraham and tribe of Judah and of David, Christ, 
the Son of God.”3 “ Jesus Christ, the Son of God, has been

* ol arofjivrinoveiHTavTes rdvra  r a  re  pi tov ourrijpot if/kur ’ItproG Xpurrod 
idlda^ar. ApoLt i. 33.

3 D ial. c. Tr. 23, 43 twice, 45 thrice, 100 twice, 101, 120, ApoLy L 32 ; cf. 
Matt. i. 1-16 ; Luke iii. 23-28.

3 els r6v did tt)s d r 6 tov y frovs tov ’A/3pod/x, *ai <pv\rjs ’Iov5a, koI Aa/fld 
rapOtvov yevvT\OivTo. vldr tov Qeov Xpurrdy. Dial. c. T r.t 43.
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bom without sin, of a virgin sprung from the lineage of Abraham.”' 
“ For of the virgin of the seed of Jacob, who was the father of 
Judah, who, as we have shown, was the father of the Jews, by the 
power of God was he conceived; and Jesse was his forefather 
according to the prophecy, and he (Jesus) was the son of Jacob 
and Judah according to successive descent.”* The genealogy of 
Jesus in the canonical Gospels, on the contrary, is traced solely 
through Joseph, who alone is stated to be of the lineage of David.* 
The genealogies of Matthew and Luke, though differing in 
several important points, at least agree in excluding Mary. That 
of the third Gospel commences with Joseph, and that of the first 
ends with him : “And Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
of whom was bom Jesus, who is called Christ.”'* The angel who 
warns Joseph not to put away his wife addresses him as “ Joseph, 
thou son of David ” ;* and the angel Gabriel, who, according to the 
third Gospel, announces to Mary the supernatural conception, is 
sent “ to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David.”6 So persistent, however, is Justin in 
ignoring this Davidic descent through Joseph that not only does 
he at least eleven times trace it through Mary, but his Gospel 
materially differs from the canonical, where the descent of Joseph 
from David is mentioned by the latter. In the third Gospel 
Joseph goes to Judaea, “ unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David.”*
Justin, however, simply states that he went “ to Bethlehem....... for
his descent was from the tribe of Judah, which inhabited that 
region.”8 There can be no doubt that Justin not only did not 
derive his genealogies from the canonical Gospels, but that, on the 
contrary, the Memoirs, from which he did leam the Davidic descent 
through Mary only, differed persistently and materially from them.

Many traces still exist to show that the view of Justin’s 
Memoirs of the Apostles of the Davidic descent of Jesus through 
Mary instead of through Joseph, as the canonical Gospels 
represent it, was anciently held in the Church. Apocryphal 
Gospels of early date, based without doubt upon more ancient 
evangelical works, are still extant, in which the genealogy of Jesus 
is traced, as in Justin’s Memoirs, through Mary. One of these 
is the Gospel of James, commonly called the Protevangelivm, a 
work referred to by ecclesiastical writers of the third and fourth 
centuries,’ and which Tischendorf even ascribes to the first three

■ D ial. t. T r.,  33. ’ Apol., i. 32. 3 Matt. i. 1-16; cf. Lake iii. 23-28.
* Matt. i. 16 ; cf. Lake iii. 23. 3 Matt. i. 30. 6 Luke i. 27.
1 Luke ii. 4. 8 Dial. c. T r.,  78.
9 Clemens, A l., Strom., vii. 16, § 93; Origen, Comm, in Matth. iii. ; 

Epiphanios, H<rr., lxxix., § 5 ; cf. Fabricius, Corf. Apoer. N. T ., i., p. 39 ff. ; 
Thiio, Corf. Apocr. N. T. proleg., xlv. ff.
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decades of the second century,' in which Mary is stated to be o f  
the lineage of David.2 She is also described as of the royal race 
and family of David in the Gospel of the Nativity of Mary ;3 and 
in the Gospel of pseudo-Matthew her Davidic descent is promi
nently mentioned.* There can be no doubt that all of these 
works are based upon earlier originals, s and there is no reason 
why they may not have been drawn from the same source from 
which Justin derived his version of the genealogy in contradiction 
to the Synoptics.6

In the narrative of the events which preceded the birth of 
Jesus, the first Gospel describes the angel as appearing only to 
Joseph and explaining the supernatural conception,? and the 
author seems to know nothing of any announcement to Mary.8 
The third Gospel, on the contrary, does not mention any such 
angelic appearance to Joseph, but represents the angel as 
announcing the conception to Mary herself alone.* Justin’s 
Memoirs know of the appearances, both to Joseph and to Mary ; 
but the words spoken by the angel on each occasion differ 
materially from those of both Gospels.10 In this place only one 
point, however, can be noticed. Justin describes the angel as

1 Wann warden u. s. w ., p. 76 ff., cf. Evangelia Apocr. Proleg., p. xii. ff.
3 Kai ([1*^0871 6 lepciis rtjs TaiSdt Mapid/s, 6tl (k rf/s tpi'Xrjs Aa/9 /5 , jr. r. X. 

Protevangelium Jacobi, x. Tischendorf, Evangtlia Apocr., p. 19 f . : Fabricius, 
Cod. Apocr. N . T ., i., p. 90.

3  .....Maria de stirpe regia et /amiHa D avid oriunda. Evang. de N ativ.
M aria, i. ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T .,i . ,  p. 19; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., 
p. 106.

4 Pseudo-Matth. Evang., i., xiii., etc. ; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 54, 
73 ; cf. Hist, de Nativ. Mar. et de Inf. Salv., xiii; Thilo, Cod. ap. N . T ., 
p. 374. Regarding the antiquity of some of these works, cf. Tischendorf, E v. 
Apocr. Pro/eg., p. xxv. ff.

5 Hilgenfeld, Die Evv. Justin's, p. 154 ff. Hilgenfeld conjectures that the 
Protevangelium may have been based upon the Gnostic work, the Tlrra  
Mopior mentioned by Epiphanius, or on the Gospel according to Peter, ib., 
p. 159 ff. ; cf. Volkmar, D er Ursprung, p. 84 ff. ; Tischendorf, IVann warden, 
u. s. w . , p. 78 ff.

6 Several of the Fathers in like manner assert tlic Davidic descent through 
Mary. Irenteus states that she was “ of the lineage of David ” (obrbs (any is  
t 9)1 Aafilb tcapOlvou ytyb/ievos. Adv. Hctr., iii., 21, 8 5), and he argues 
that the Davidic descent through the Virgin was clearly indicated by prophecy. 
The same argument is taken up by Tertullian, who distinctly traces the descent 
of Christ through Mary (ex stirpe autem Jesse deputatum per Mariam inde 
censendum. Adv. Marcionem, iii. 17. Eundem ex genere D avid secundum 
M aria censum, Ib., iv. I, cf. v. 8). It is most protiable that loth Irenams and 
Tertullian, who were well acquainted with the writings of Justin, followed him in 
this matter, for they very closely adopt his arguments. They may, however, 
have known apocryphal works containing the Davidic descent through Mary. 
They certainly did not derive it from the canonical Gospels.

7 Malt. i. 20 f. 8 Cf. Matt. i. 18. 9 Luke i. 26 cf. ii. 3-6.
■° A pot., i. 33, Dial. c. Tr., 78, 100.
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saying to Mary, “ ‘ Behold, thou shalt conceive of the Holy Ghost, 
and shalt bear a son, and he shall be called the Son of the Highest, 
and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins,’ as they taught who recorded everything that con
cerns our Saviour Jesus Christ.”1 Now, this is a clear and direct 
quotation, but, besides distinctly differing in form from our 
Gospels, it presents the important peculiarity that the words, “ for 
he shall save his people from their sins,” are not, in Luke, 
addressed to Mary at all, but that they occur in the first Gospel 
in the address of the angel to Joseph.”

These words, however, are not accidentally inserted in this 
place, for we find that they are joined in the same manner to the 
address of the angel to Mary in the Protevangelium of James: 
“ For the power of the Lord will overshadow thee ; wherefore also 
that holy thing which is born of thee shall be called the Son of 
the Highest, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” 3 Tischendorf states his own opinion 
that this passage is a recollection of the Protevangelium uncon
sciously added by Justin to the account in Luke/ but the arbitrary 
nature of the limitation “ unconsciously ” (ohne dass er sich dessert 
bewusst war) here is evident. There is a point in connection with 
this which merits a moment’s attention. In the text of the 
Protevangelium, edited by Tischendorf, the angel commences his 
address to Mary by saying, “ Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found 
favour before the Lord, and thou shalt conceive of His Word ” 
(*al trvWrjifrg Ik Abyov a v rov).s Now, Justin, after quoting 
the passage above, continues to argue that the Spirit and the 
power of God must not be misunderstood to mean anything else 
than the Word, who is also the first-born of God, as the prophet 
Moses declared; and it was this which, when it came upon the 
Virgin and overshadowed her, caused her to conceive.” The 
occurrence of the singular expression in the Protevangelium

1 *1606 tr v W ^ y  ep yaarpl 4k xpcvparo* aylov, teal rij-jj vlbp, xal vlbt vif/lffrov 
ekydijaerai' xal Kokiotts rb 6vo/xa avrov ’I ijoovp * avrbs ybp ouxrct rbp \abv avrov 
dxb tu p  apuLpriup avruv ‘ to* ol axo/iPT/iiopeboapret xdrra rb xepl rov ourrijpo* 

’Irprov Xpurrov editafar. Apol., i. 33.
9 Matt. i. 21.
3 Atiwafjui yap Kvpiov exuxKidoet <ror bib xal rb yeppufiepop 4k <tw Ayior 

KXrifrfrreTcu vibt vyJ/Urrov xal xaXArets rb 6vop.a ai/rov ’Itjoovp. airrbs yap eilxrti 
rbp Xabr avrov dxb tu p  bfiapriup avruv. Protev. Jacobi, xi. ; Tischendorf, 
Evang. Apocr., p. 22 ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., i., p. 93.

4 IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 77.
s Protev. Joe., xi. ; Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr., p. 21 f. The peculiar 

expression is wanting in most of the other known MSS.
® T6 xvevpuL o&p ral ttt\p Mrapup t^p  xapd rov Oeov o6S4p 4AAo potyrai 04pus ff 

rbr \6yor, 6s kal xporrbroKoi rip Otip 4<rri, w* Mauri}* b xpo5ebrf\u>n4ros xpo^pfn\% 
ipL-fjpvoe. K al rouro, 4\0br 4x1 r^p xapOdroy Koi txurKidaar, K.r.X. Apol., i. 33.

O
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194 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

and the similar explanation of Justin immediately accompanying a 
variation from our Gospels, which is equally shared by the 
apocryphal work, strengthens the suspicion of a similarity of 
origin. Justin’s divergences from the Protevangelium prevent our 
supposing that, in its present state, it could have been the actual 
source of his quotations; but the wide differences which exist 
between the extant MSS. of the Protevangelium show that even 
the most ancient does not present it in its original form. It is 
much more probable that Justin had before him a still older work, 
to which both the Protevangelium and the third Gospel were 
indebted.

Justin’s account of the removal of Joseph to Bethlehem is 
peculiar, and evidently is derived from a distinct uncanonical 
source. It may be well to present his account and that of Luke 
side by side :—

J ustin . D ial. c. T r. 78.
Oil the occasion of the first census 

which was taken in Judcea (ir rjj 
’lov5a.lv)

under Cyrenius (first Procurator 
(irlrporot) o f Judcea. A pot., i. 34), 
Joseph had gone up from Nazareth, 
where he dwelt,
to Bethlehem, from whence he was, 
to enrol himself;
for his descent was from the tribe 
of Judah, which inhabited that 
region. I

Luke i i . 1-5.
I ........ there went out a decree

from Caesar Augustus that alt the 
world {raoar rip' oUov^trrjr) should 
be enrolled.

2. And this census was first 
made when Cyrenius was Governor 
(iryenwr) o f Syria. 4. And Joseph 
went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth into Judaea, unto 
the City o f  David, which is called 
Bethlehem ;
because he was of the house and 
lineage of David ; 5. to enrol him
self.

Attention has already beea drawn to the systematic manner in 
which the Davidic descent of Jesus is traced by Justin through 
Mary, and to the suppression in this passage of all that might 
seem to indicate a claim of descent through Joseph. As the con
tinuation of a peculiar representation of the history of the infancy 
of Jesus, differing materially from that of the Synoptics, it is 
impossible to regard this, with its remarkable variations, as an 
arbitrary correction by Justin of the canonical text, and we must 
hold it to be derived from a different source—perhaps, indeed, one 
of those from which Luke’s Gospel itself first drew the elements 
of the narrative; and this persuasion increases as further variations 
in the earlier history, presently to be considered, are taken into 
account. It is not necessary to enter into the question of the 
correctness of the date of this census, but it is evident that Justin’s 
Memoirs clearly and deliberately modify the canonical narrative. 
The limitation of the census to Judea, instead of extending it to 
the whole Roman Empire; the designation of Cyrenius as
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cB-tTpoa-os of Judaea instead of ijyc/Mov of Syria; and the 
careful suppression of the Davidic element in connection with 
Joseph, indicate a peculiar written source different from the 
Synoptics.

Had Justin departed from the account in Luke with the view of 
correcting inaccurate statements, the matter might have seemed 
more consistent with the use of the third Gospel, although, at the 
same time, it might have evinced but little reverence for it as a 
canonical work. On the contrary, however, the statements of 
Justin are still more inconsistent with history than those in Luke, 
inasmuch as, so far from being the first Procurator of Judea, as 
Justin’s narrative states in opposition to the third Gospel, Cyrenius 
never held that office, but was really, later, the imperial proconsul 
over Syria, and, as such, when Judaea became a Roman province 
after the banishment of Archelaus, had the power to enrol the 
inhabitants, and instituted Caponius as first Procurator of Judaea. 
Justin’s statement involves the position that at one and the same 
time Herod was the King, and Cyrenius the Roman Procurator of 
Judaea.1 In the same spirit, and departing from the usual narra
tive of the Synoptics, which couples the birth of Jesus with “ the 
days of Herod the King,” Justin, in another place, states that 
Christ was bom “ under Cyrenius.”2 Justin evidently adopts, 
without criticism, a narrative which he found in his Memoirs, and 
does not merely correct and remodel a passage of the third Gospel, 
but, on the contrary, seems altogether ignorant of it.

The genealogies of Jesus in the first and third Gospels differ 
irreconcileably from each other. Justin differs from both. In 
this passage another discrepancy arises. While Luke seems to 
represent Nazareth as the dwelling-place of Joseph and Mary, and 
Bethlehem as the city to which they went solely on account of the 
census, 3 Matthew, who appears to know nothing of the census, 
makes Bethlehem, on the contrary, the place of residence of 
Joseph;« and, on coming back from Egypt, with the evident 
intention of returning to Bethlehem, Joseph is warned by a dream 
to turn aside into Galilee, and he goes and dwells—apparently for 
the first time— “ in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophets : He shall be called a Nazarene.”5 
Justin, however, goes still further than the third Gospel in his

' Cf. Joseph., Antiq., xviii. I, § 1 ; Tertullian, Adv. Marc., iv. 19.
2 Apol., i. 4 6 . 3 Luke ii. 4 .
* Matt. ii. I ; cf. Alford, Greek Test., i., p. 14.
5 Matt. ii. 22 f. It is scarcely necessary to point out that the author of 

the first Gospel quotes some apocryphal work, and that the last word is a 
total misconception of the phrase. The word Nafw/xuoj should have been 
Naft/xuot, and the term has nothing whatever to do with the town of 
Nazareth.
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departure from the data of Matthew, and where Luke merely 
infers, Justin distinctly asserts Nazareth to have been the dwelling- 
place of Joseph (Ivda <pKti), and Bethlehem, in contradistinction, 
the place from which he derived his origin (oOtv fjv).

The same view is to be found in several apocryphal Gospels 
still extant. In the Protevangelium of James, again, we find 
Joseph journeying to Bethlehem with Mary before the birth of 
Jesus.1 The census here is ordered by Augustus, who commands: 
“ That all who were in Bethlehem ofJudaa should be enrolled,”2 
a limitation worthy of notice in comparison with that of Justin. 
In like manner the Gospel of the Nativity. This Gospel represents 
the parents of Mary as living in Nazareth, in which place she was 
bom , 3 and it is here that the angel Gabriel announces to her 
the supernatural conception.* Joseph goes to Bethlehem to set 
his house in order and prepare what is necessary for the marriage, 
but then returns to Nazareth, where he remains with Mary until 
her time was nearly accomplished,* “ when Joseph, having taken 
his wife, with whatever else was necessary, went to the city of 
Bethlehem, whence he was.”6 The phrase “ unde ipse erat" recalls 
the oOtv of Justin.?

As we continue the narrative of the birth and infancy of Jesus 
we meet with further variations from the account in the canonical 
Gospels for which the preceding have prepared us, and which 
indicate that Justin’s Memoirs certainly differed from them.

J u s t i n .  D i a l .  78.
But the child having been born in 

Bethlehem—for Joseph, not being 
able to find a lodging in the village, 
lodged in a certain cave near the 
village, and then while they were 
there Mary had brought forth the 
Christ and had placed him in a 
manger, etc.

L u k e  i i . 7 .

And she brought forth her first
born son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in 
the manger; because there was no 
room in the inn.

1 Protev. Jae., xvii., cf. xxi. ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N. T ., i., p. 103; 
Tischendorfi Evang. Apocr., p. 30, p. 39.

2 KAewm Si iyirt'TO ir b  Auyovarou fiatsi\ius hroypd<pco0ou tcdvrat rods ir
7~>)r ’Iovialar. Protev. Jac., xvii.

3 Evang. de Nativ. M aria , i. and viii. ; cf. Evang. Thoma Lot., iii. ; 
Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr. , p. 158.

* E v. de Nat. M aria, ix. s I t . , viii., ix.
6 Joseph, uxore cum aliis qua necessaria erant assumta Bethlehem civilatem, 

unde ipse erat, tetendit. Evang. de Nat. M ar., x. ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. 
N . T., i., p. 37 ; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 114, cf. Evang. infantia Arab., 
ii. ; Fabricius, i t.,  i., p. 169; Tischendorf, i t.,  p. 171. Here Joseph goes 
from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, his native city.

7 Cf. Hist, de Nat. Mar. et de Inf. Salv., xiii. “  Necesse autem fuerat, tit 
et Joseph cum Maria proficiscerctur in Bethlehem, ouia exinde erat, et M aria 
de tribu Juda et de domo ac patria David." Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., 
P- 3 7 4 -
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At least it is clear that these particulars of the birth of Jesus—  
not taking place in Bethlehem itself, but in a cave (tv mr^Xaup) 
near the village, because Joseph could not find a lodging there— 
are not derived from our Gospels; and here even Semisch1 is 
forced to abandon his theory that Justin’s variations arise merely 
from imperfectly quoting from memory, and to conjecture that he 
must have adopted tradition. It has, however, been shown that 
Justin himself distinctly excludes tradition, and in this case, more
over, there are many special reasons for believing that he quotes 
from a written source. Ewald rightly points out that here, and in 
other passages where, in common with ancient ecclesiastical 
writers, Justin departs from our Gospels, the variation can in no 
way be referred to oral tradition ;2 and, moreover, that when 
Justin proves3 from Isaiah xxxiii. 16 that Christ must be bom in 
a cave, he thereby shows how certainly he found the fact of the 
cave in his written Gospel.3 The whole argument of Justin 
excludes the idea that he could avail himself of mere tradition. 
He maintains that everything which the prophets had foretold of 
Christ had actually been fulfilled, and he perpetually refers to the 
Memoirs and other written documents for the verification of his 
assertions. He either refers to the prophets for the confirmation 
of the Memoirs or shows in the Memoirs the narrative of facts 
which are the accomplishment of prophecies; but in both cases 
it is manifest that there must have been a record of the facts 
which he mentions. There can be no doubt that the circum
stances we have just quoted, and which are not found in the 
canonical Gospels, must have been narrated in Justin’s Memoirs.

We find, again, the same variations as in Justin in several 
extant apocryphal Gospels. The Protevangclium of James 
represents the birth of Jesus as taking place in a cave ;5 so, also, 
the Arabic Gospel of the Infancy,6 and several others.? This 
uncanonical detail is also mentioned by several of the Fathers, 
Origen and Eusebius both stating that the cave and the manger 
were still shown in their day.8 Tischendorf does not hesitate to

1 Dtnkwiirdigk. d. Afar/. J u s t . , p. 390 f.
1Jakrb. bibl. H'iss, 1853-54, p. 60.
3 Died. 71, cf. 70. 4 lb . , p. 60, anm. I.
5 Protev. Jac., xviii. ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T., i., p. 105: Tischen

dorf, Evang. Apocr., p. 32.
6Evang. Infantile Arab., ii., iii. j Fabricius, ib., i., p. 169 f. j Tischendorf, 

ib., p. 171 f.
1 Pseudo-Matt. E v . , xiii., xiv. ; Tischendorf, ib., p. 74 f. ; Historic 

Josephi Fab. Lign., vii. ; Tischendorf, ib., p. 118 ; Hist, de Nat. Mar. et de 
Inf. Sail’., xiv.; Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N . T., p. 381.

” Origen, Contra Cels., i. 51 ; Eusebius, Vita Const., iii. 40 f. Their only 
variation from Justin’s account is, that they speak of the cave as in Beth
lehem, while Justin describes it as near the village. Credner remarks that

Digitized by Google



1 9 8 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

affirm that Justin derived this circumstance from the Protevan- 
gelium.' Justin, however, does not distinguish such a source; 
and the mere fact that we have still extant a form of that Gospel 
in which it occurs by no means justifies such a specific con
clusion, when so many other works, now lost, may equally have 
contained it. If the fact be derived from the Protevangclium, 
that work, or whatever other apocryphal Gospel may have supplied 
it, must be admitted to have at least formed part of the Memoirs 
of the Apostles, and with that necessary admission ends all special 
identification of the Memoirs with our canonical Gospels. Much 
more probably, however, Justin quotes from the more ancient 
source from which the Protevangclium and, perhaps, Luke drew 
their narrative. There can be very little doubt that the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews contained an account of the birth in 
Bethlehem, and, as it is at least certain that Justin quotes other 
particulars known to have been in it, there is fair reason to suppose 
that he likewise found this fact in that work. In any case, it is 
indisputable that he derived it from a source different from our 
canonical Gospels.

Justin does not apparently know anything of the episode of the 
shepherds of the plain, and the angelic appearance to them, 
narrated in the third Gospel.3

To the cave in which the infant Jesus is bom came the M agi; 
but, instead of employing the phrase used by the first Gospel, 
“ Magi from the East ”3 (pdyoi dwb dvaroXuiv), Justin always 
describes them as “ Magi from Arabia ” (/xdyoi airb ’ApafUas). 
Justin is so punctilious that he never speaks of these Magi 
without adding “ from Arabia,” except twice, where, however, he 
immediately mentions Arabia as the point of the argument for 
which they are introduced; and in the same chapter in which this 
occurs he four times calls them directly Magi from Arabia.* He 
uses this expression not less than nine times.5 That he had no 
objection to the term “ the East,” and that with a different context 
it was common to his vocabulary, is proved by his use of it else
where.6 It is impossible to resist the conviction that Justin’s 
Memoirs contained the phrase, “ Magi from Arabia,” which is 
foreign to our Gospels.

the sacrcdness of the spot might by that time have attracted people, and led 
to the extension of the town in that direction, till the site might have become 
really joined to Bethlehem. Credner, Beitrdge, i., p. 235, cf. Socrates, 
H . £ . ,  i. 17 ; Sozomen, H. £ . ,  ii. 2 ; Epiphanius, H ar., xx. 1 ; Hieron., 
E f . ,  lviii., ad Paul.

' Evang. Apocr. Proleg., p. xiii., Wattn wurden, u. s. m., p. 76 ff.
3 Luke ii. 8, 20. 3 Matt. ii. 1. 4 Dial. c. Tr., 78.
5 Dial. 77, 78 four times, 88, 102, 103, 106.
b Dial. 76, 120, 121, 126, 140, e tc .; cf. Hilgenfeld, Die E w .  J u stin 's , 

p. 149.
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Again, according to Justin, the Magi see the star “ in the heaven ” 
(ir rip ovpaty),' and not “ in the East” (ev tq  dvaroAjĵ , as the 
first Gospel has it :a “ When a star rose in heaven (ev ovpartp) at 
the time of his birth, as is recorded in the Memoirs of the 
Apostles."  ̂ He apparently knows nothing of the star guiding 
them to the place where the young child was/ Herod, moreover, 
questions the elders (irpt(Tf}vTtpoi)s as to the place where the 
Christ should be bom, and not the “ chief priests and scribes of 
the people ” (ap\itpds *ol ypa.p.pa.rd<; tov Aaov).6 These diver
gences, taken in connection with those which are interwoven with 
the whole narrative of the birth, can only proceed from the fact 
that Justin quotes from a source different from ours.

Justin relates that when Jesus came to Jordan he was believed 
to be the son of Joseph, the carpenter, and he appeared without 
comeliness, as the Scriptures announced ; “ and being considered 
a carpenter—for, when he was amongst men, he made carpenter's 
works, ploughs, and yokes (aporpa, cal (vya) ; by these both 
teaching the symbols of righteousness and an active life.”? These 
details are foreign to the canonical Gospels. Mark has the expres
sion, “ Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary ?”8 but Luke 
omits it altogether.* The idea that the Son of God should do 
carpenter’s work on earth was very displeasing to many Christians, 
and attempts to get rid of the obnoxious phrase are evident in 
Mark. Apparently the copy which Origen used had omitted even 
the modified phrase, for he declares that Jesus himself is nowhere 
called a carpenter in the Gospels current in the Church.10 A few 
MSS. are still extant without it, although it is found in all the 
more ancient Codices.

Traces of these details are found in several apocryphal works; 
especially in the Gospel of Thomas, where it is said : “ Now, his 
father was a carpenter, and made at that time ploughs and yokes ” 
(iporpa kbu ( vyoxs)"—an account which, from the similarity of

1 Dial. 106. 1 Matt. ii. a, cf. ii. 9. 3 Dial. 106.
* Matt. ii. 9. 5 Dial. 78. 6 Matt. ii. 4.
7 .......cal t I ktoro» ropufoptroi» raura y ip  to TCKTortKa tpya clpyd{tro ir

irSpvrois Sr, iporpa cal fvyA' 4 io ro&rar Kal to rfjr diKaiocvrrji <rvppo\a 
ASdorur, cal ircpyrj plow. Dial. 88.

8 olrg olrrln ioTtr i  r im er , i  vlis Maplat; Mark vi. 3.
9 Cf. Lake iii. 2J.

10 .......Sn ohtapMv t<3r i r  toI* iKK\rprlais Qtpopirur th a yyt\lv r  rirrur  ai'nhs 0
Iww» irayiypa-rrai. Contra Cels., vi. 36; cf. Credner, Beitrdge, i., p. 239 ; 
Hil^enfeld, Die E w . Justin's, p. 152.
“ O i i  rariip airrov Timor f/r, cal iwoUt ir  Tip nuptp ire trip iporpa col {Vyoi)r. 

Evang. Theme Grace, A. xiii.; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 144 cf. ; Evang. 
Thome Lot., xi. ; Tischendorf, i i . ,  p. 166; Pseudo-Matth. E v ., xxxvii. ; 
Tischendorf, i i . ,  p. 99; Evang. Infant. Arab., xxxviii. ; Tischendorf, i t . ,  
p. 193; Fabridus, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., p. 200.
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200 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

language, was in all probability derived from the same source as 
that of Justin. The explanation which Justin adds, “ by which 
he taught the symbols of righteousness and an active life,” seems 
to indicate that he refers to a written narrative containing the 
detail, already, perhaps, falling into sufficient disfavour to require 
the aid of symbolical interpretation.

In the narrative of the baptism there are many peculiarities 
which prove that Justin did not derive it from our Gospels. 
Thrice he speaks of John sitting by the river Jordan: “ He cried 
as he sat by the river Jordan “ While he still sat by the river
Jordan”;3 and “ For when John sat by the Jordan.”3 This 
peculiar expression, so frequently repeated, must have been derived 
from a written Gospel. Then Justin, in proving that Jesus pre
dicted his second coming, and the reappearance of Elijah, states : 
“ And therefore our Lord, in his teaching, announced that this 
should take place, saying Elias also should come ” (tiro>v ko.1 ’HAtai/ 
iXeva-ta-dai). A little lower down he again expressly quotes the 
words of Jesus : “ For which reason our Christ declared on earth 
to those who asserted that Elias must come before Christ: Elias, 
indeed, shall come,” etc. (’HAfas fuv tAtvo-crcu, k.t.A .̂4 Matthew, 
however, reads : “ Elias indeed cometh,” ’HAtas fuv epxercu, k.t.A.s 
Now, there is no version in which eAeiWrai is substituted for 

as Justin does ; but, as Credner has pointed out,6 the 
whole weight of Justin’s argument lies in the use of the future 
tense. As there are so many other variations in Justin’s context, 
this likewise appears to be derived from a source different from 
our Gospels.

When Jesus goes to be baptised by John many striking 
peculiarities occur in Justin’s narrative: “As Jesus went down 
to the water a fire also was kindled in the Jordan ; and when he 
came up from the water the Holy Spirit, like a dove, fell upon
him, as the apostles of this very Christ of ours wrote....... and at
the same time a voice came from the heavens....... Thou art my
son ; this day have I begotten thee.”?

The incident of the fire in Jordan is, of course, quite foreign 
to our Gospels; and, further, the words spoken by the heavenly 
voice differ from those reported by them, for, instead of the passage

1 Stm i t r l  t&w 'lopSivifr worapbv icaflefdpe»ot, ifiia- k.t.X. Dial. 49.
3 Iti atrrov Kafftfoplrov i r l  tov ’lojrSdvov woraptov, k.t.X. Dial. 51.
3 ’Iwaruou yap KaOcfoplrov hr I tou 'lopSawov, k.t.X. Dial. 88.
* Dial. 49. 5 xvii. 11. Many MSS. add tcpCnor. 6 Beitr&ge, i., p. 219.
7 .......KdTfXOivTOi row Tijoou M  rd SSup, *oi rvp drltfih) in Tip ’[opSdrjr cot

4 raSSrTos atjrou d r i  tov OJaroj, (it TrptoTfpdy rd dytor mttvpa im rrT jm  ir*
airrSv typatf/ctv ol iriaroXoi airrov tovtov tov Xpurrou rj/xvjv.......... kcu tpvjrTj 4* ri3r
oiparuy i/ia  iXrjXvOet.......  “ TWt itou el <ri- ly£> oriuepor yryirrrjKa re .”
Dial. 88.
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from Psalm ii. 7, the Gospels have : “ Thou art my beloved son ; 
in thee I am well pleased.”1 Justin repeats his version a second 
time in the same chapter, and again elsewhere he says, regarding 
the temptation : “ For this devil also, at the time when he (Jesus) 
went up from the river Jordan, when the voice declared to him :
1 Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee,’ it is written in 
the Memoirs o f the Apostles, came to him and tempted him,” etc.3

In both of these passages it will be perceived that Justin 
directly refers to the Memoirs of the Apostles as the source of his 
statements. Some have atgued that Justin only appeals to them 
for the fact of the descent of the Holy Ghost, and not for the rest 
of the narrative. It has of course been felt that, if it can be shown 
that Justin quotes from the Memoirs words and circumstances 
which are not to be found in our canonical Gospels, the identity 
of the two can no longer be maintained. It is, however, in the 
highest degree arbitrary to affirm that Justin intends to limit his 
appeal to the testimony of the apostles to one-half of his sentence. 
To quote authority for one assertion, and to leave another in the 
same sentence, closely connected with it and part indeed of the 
very same narrative, not only unsupported, but weakened by 
direct exclusion, would indeed be singular, for Justin affirms 
with equal directness and confidence the fact of the fire in Jordan, 
the descent of the Holy Ghost, and the words spoken by the 
heavenly voice.’ If, in the strictest grammatical accuracy, there 
be no absolute necessity to include in the quotation more than 
the phrase immediately preceding, there is not, on the other hand, 
anything which requires or warrants the exclusion of the former 
part of the sentence. The matter must therefore be decided 
according to fair inference and reasonable probability; and these, 
as well as all the evidence concerning Justin’s use of the Memoirs, 
irresistibly point to the conclusion that the whole passage is derived 
from one source. In the second extract given above it is per
fectly clear that the words spoken by the heavenly voice, which 
Justin again quotes, and which are not in our Gospels, were 
recorded in the Memoirs, for Justin could not have referred to 
them for an account of the temptation at the time when Jesus 
went up from Jordan and the voice said to him, “ Thou art my 
son; this day have I begotten thee,” if these facts and words were 
not recorded in them at all.s It is impossible to doubt, after

1 2 4  el A vlbt nov A iya irririt, ir  ool fibOK-rjaa. Mark i. I I ,  Luke iii. 22. 
The first Gospel has a slight variation : “  This is my son, etc., in whom, etc.,”

la rir  A vlbt pov ir .r .X ..........tr  <? eAAAmpra. M att. i ii . 17 cf. 2  P eter  i.
17, w h ich  a g rees  w ith  M att.

* Dial. 103.
3 lb. 103. The quotations regarding the temptation do not agree with our 

Gospels, b u t they will be referred to later.
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impartial consideration, that the incident of the fire in Jordan, the 
words spoken by the voice from heaven, and the temptation were 
taken from the same source : they must collectively be referred to  
the Memoirs.

Of one thing we may be sure: had J ustin known the form o f  
words used by the voice from heaven according to our Gospels, he 
would certainly have made use of it in preference to that which he 
actually found in his Memoirs. He is arguing that Christ is pre
existing God, become incarnate by God’s will through the Virgin 
Mary, and Trypho demands how he can be demonstrated to have 
been pre-existent, who is said to be filled with the power of the 
Holy Ghost, as though he had required this. Justin replies that 
these powers of the Spirit have come upon him, not because he 
had need of them, but because they would accomplish Scripture, 
which declared that after him there should be no prophet.1 The 
proof of this, he continues, is that, as soon as the child was bom, 
the Magi from Arabia came to worship him, because even at his 
birth he was in possession of his power,1 and after he had grown 
up like other men by the use of suitable means, he came to the 
river Jordan, where John was baptising, and as he went into the 
water a fire was kindled in the Jordan, and the Holy Ghost 
descended like a dove. He did not go to the river because he had 
any need of baptism or of the descent of the Spirit, but because of 
the human race which had fallen under the power of death. Now 
if, instead of the passage actually cited, Justin could have quoted 
the words addressed to Jesus by the voice from heaven according 
to the Gospels: “ Thou art my beloved son; in thee I am well 
pleased,” his argument would have been greatly strengthened by 
such direct recognition of an already existing, and, as he affirmed, 
pre-existent, divinity in Jesus. Not having these words in his 
Memoirs of the Apostles, however, he was obliged to be content 
with those which he found there: “ Thou art my so n ; this day 
have I begotten thee ”—words which, in fact, destroyed the 
argument for pre-existence, and dated the divine begetting of 
Jesus as the son of God that very day. The passage, indeed, 
supported those who actually asserted that the Holy Ghost 
first entered into Jesus at his baptism. These considerations, and 
the repeated quotation of the same words in the same form, make 
it clear that Justin quotes from a source different from our Gospel.

In the scanty fragments of the “ Gospel according to the 
Hebrews ” which have been preserved, we find both the incident 
of the fire kindled in Jordan and the words of the heavenly voice 
as quoted by Justin. “ And as he went up from the water the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Holy Spirit of God in the

1 Dial. 87. 3 Kol yap yerrTjffelt, Siva/ur airrov laxc- Dial. 88,
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form of a dove which came down and entered into him. And a 
voice came from heaven saying: ‘Thou art my beloved son; in 
thee I am well pleased and again : ‘ This day have I begotten 
thee.’ And immediately a great light shone round about the 
place.”1 Epiphanius extracts this passage from the version in use 
among the Ebionites, but it is well known that there were many 
other varying forms of the same Gospel; and Hilgenfeld,2 with all 
probability, conjectures that the version known to Epiphanius was 
no longer in the same purity as that used by Justin, but represents 
the transition stage to the canonical Gospels—adopting the 
words of the voice which they give without yet discarding the 
older form. Jerome gives another form of the words from the 
version in use amongst the Nazarenes: “ Factum est autem cum 
ascendisset Dominus de aqui, descendit fons omnis Spiritus Sancti 
et requievit super eum, et dixit illi: Fili mi, in omnibus Prophetis 
expectabam te ut venires et requiescerem in te, tu es enim requies 
mea, tu es filius meus primogenitus qui regnas in sempitemum.”5 
This supports Justin’s reading. Regarding the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews more must be said hereafter, but when it is 
remembered that Justin, a native of Samaria, probably first knew 
Christianity through believers in Syria, to whose Jewish view of 
Christianity he all his life adhered, and that these Christians 
almost exclusively used this Gospel* under various forms and 
names, it is reasonable to suppose that he also, like them, knew and 
made use of it—a supposition increased almost to certainty when 
it is found that Justin quotes words and facts foreign to the 
canonical Gospels which are known to have been contained in it. 
The argument of Justin, that Jesus did not need baptism, may also 
be compared to another passage of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews preserved by Jerome, and which preceded the circum
stances narrated above, in which the mother and brethren of Jesus 
say to him that John the Baptist is baptising for the remission of 
sins, and propose that they should go to be baptised by him. 
Jesus replies : “ In what way have I sinned that I should go and 
be baptised by him?”5 The most competent critics agree that

1 K oi tits hrijXder itrb to v  DSaros, ol ouparol, Kat etle rb rreupa to v
tnC rb dyiov tv  M e t repusTepaf KUTeXSovaift xal elaeXffovtsris elf airrbr. Koi 

tyevero i t  t o v  oipavov, Xeyovoa, 26 pm) el b vibs 6 dyanjrbs, tv  trol 
rivbbmpra- ta l rdXiv, ’B7 U1 aipxepov yeytwr/Kd tre. Kal ebdbf TrepteXapipe rbr 
rbror tpCrs peya. Epiphanius, Hter., xxx. 13.

3 Die E w . Ju stin s, p. i6 5 f.,a n m . t. 3 Hieron., Comm, in Esain, xi. 2.
* Ongen, Comment, in Ezeeh., xxiv. 7 ;  Epiphanius, H ar., xxx. 3 ;  

Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 27 ; Hieron., Adv. Pelag., iii. 1 f.
5 Ecce mater Domini et fratres ejus dicebant e i : Johannes Baplista 

baptizat in remissionem peccaiorum, eamus et baptizemur ab eo. D ix it autem 
eis: Quidpeecavi ut vadam et baptizcr ab eo t  N is i forte hoc ipsum, quod 
dixi, ignorantia est. Hieron., Adv. Pelag., iii. 2.
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Justin derived the incidents of the fire in Jordan and the words 
spoken by the heavenly voice from the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews or some kindred work, and there is every probability 
that the numerous other quotations in his works differing from our 
Gospels are taken from the same source.

The incident of the fire in Jordan likewise occurs in the ancient 
work, Prcedicatio Pauli,' coupled with a context which forcibly 
recalls the passage of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
which has just been quoted, and apparent allusions to it are found 
in the Sibylline Books and early Christian literature.’ Credner 
has pointed out that the marked use which was made of fire or 
lights at Baptism by the Church, during early times, probably rose 
out of this tradition regarding the fire which appeared in Jordan 
at the baptism of Jesus.3 The peculiar form of words used by the 
heavenly voice according to Justin and to the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews was also known to several of the Fathers.* 
Augustine mentions that some MSS. in his time contained that 
reading in Luke iii. 22, although without the confirmation of more 
ancient Greek codices.s It is still extant in the Codex B eta  (D). 
The Itala version adds to Matt. iii. 15: “ and when he was 
baptised a great light shone round from the water, so that all who 
had come were afraid” (etcum baptizaretur, lumen ingenscireumfulsit 
de aqua, ita ut timerent omnes qui advenerant) ; and again at Luke 
iii. 22 it gives the words of the voice in a form agreeing, at least, in 
sense with those which Justin found in his Memoirs of the Apostles.

These circumstances point with certainty to an earlier original 
corresponding with Justin, in all probability the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, and to the subsequent gradual elimination of the 
passage from the Gospels finally adopted by the Church for 
dogmatic reasons, as various sects based on it doctrines which were 
at variance with the ever-enlarging belief of the majority.

Then Justin states that the men of his time asserted that the 
miracles of Jesus were performed by magical art (payucrj

' In quo libro contra omnes Scriptural et de peccato proprio conptentem 
invenies Christum, qui solus omnino nihil deliquit, et ad accipiendum Joannis 
baptisma pcene invitum a matre sua Maria esse compulsum; item, cum 
baptizaretur, ignem super aquam esse visum. Quod in Evangelio nnl/o est 
scriptum. Auctor tract, de Rebaptismate; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr., i., p. 800.

* Sibyl! Oracula, lib., vii., viii.
3 Credner, Beitrdge, i., p.'237 ; cf. Hilgenfeld, Die E w . Justin's, p. 167 f. ; 

Volkmar, Die EvangeUen, p. 43.
4 Clemens Al., Ptrdag., i. 6 ; Methodius, Conviv. Virg., ix. Lactantius, 

Instil. D iv ., iv. 15; Augustine, Enchirid. ad Laurent., 49.
3 Illud vero, quod nonnulli codices hahent secundum Lucam, hoc ilia voce 

sonuisse, quod in Psalmo scriptum est: Filius mens es tu : ego hodie genui t e : 
quamquam in antiquioribus codicibus grtccis non inveniri perhibeatur, etc. 
De Consensu Evang., ii. 14.
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<t>avTaxrLa.), “ for they ventured to call him a magician and 
deceiver of the people.”1 This cannot be accepted as a mere 
version of the charge that Jesus cast out demons by Beelzebub, 
but must have been found by Justin in his Memoirs. In the 
Gospel of Nicodemus or Acta Pilati the Jews accuse Jesus before 
Pilate of being a magician,3 coupled with the assertion that he 
casts out demons through Beelzebub, the prince of the demons ; 
and again they simply say: “ Did we not tell thee that he is a 
magician?”5 We shall presently see that Justin actually refers to 
certain acts of Pontius Pilate in justification of other assertions 
regarding the trial of Jesus.'* In the Clementine Recognitions, 
moreover, the same charge is made by one of the Scribes, who 
says that Jesus did not perform his miracles as a prophet, but as a 
magician.5 Celsus makes a similar charge,6 and Lactantius refers 
to such an opinion as prevalent amongst the Jews at the time of 
Jesus,? which we find confirmed by many passages in Talmudic 
literature.3 There was, indeed, a book called Afagia Jesu Christi, 
of which Jesus himself, it was pretended, was the author.*

In speaking of the trial of Jesus, Justin says : “ For also as 
the prophet saith, reviling him (Swurupon-es avrov), they set him 
(tKa^urav) upon a judgment seat (tirl /J /̂xarosJ, and said: ‘Judge 
for us ’ (Kpivov rjfuv)."'0—a peculiarity which is not found in the 
canonical Gospels. Justin had just quoted the words of Isaiah
(Ixv. 2, Iviii. 2): “....... They now ask of me judgment, and dare to
draw nigh to G od”; and then he cites Psalm xxii. 16, 22 : “ They 
pierced my hands and my feet, and upon my vesture they cast 
lots.” He says that this did not happen to David, but was fulfilled 
in Christ, and the expression regarding the piercing the hands and 
feet referred to the nails of the cross which were driven through 
his hands and feet. And after he was crucified they cast lots 
upon his vesture. “And that these things occurred,” he continues, 
“you may learn from the Acts-drawn up under Pontius Pilate.”"

1 Kol yap n&yov fly CM abriy trb\puoy \(ye ir  Kal \aox \dr or. Dial. 69.
’ \iyovair atrip ybr)s tarty, k.t. X. Evang. Nicod. sive Gesta P ilati, Pars. 

I-A. i.; Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr., p. 208; cf. Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. 
N- T., i. ; Nicod. Evang. Lot., i., p. 239, xxvii., p. 296, cf. 417.

1 Mt) oi>K elxap.tr ao< Sri ytrqs tarty-, k.t. \ .  c. 11.;  Tischendorf, Ev. Ap., 
P 214; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N. T ., i., p. 243. * Apol., i. 35, 48.

5 Et ecce t/uidam dc Scribis do medio poputi exclamans a it:  Jesus veste 
ngna et prodigia qua fecit, ut magus non ut propheta fecit., i. 58 ; cf. 40.

4 Origen, Contra Cels., ii. 50, 51. 7 Instil. D iv., v. 3, et passim.
* Lightfoot, Hara Hcbraica, Works, xi., p. 195 ff.
’ Cf. August, de Consensu Evang., i. 9 ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., i., 

P 3 °5  ff.
" Kai yip, ut fixer b xpoqdims, buuriporrcs atrrbr, iebBuray tx-l piinarot, Kal 

elxey- Kpiror ijpir. Apol., i. 35. *
" Kal ravra bri ycyort, bvraa&e /saBtiy Ik rSsy i r l  ttoyrlov IliXflrou yeyo/iiyuy 

beruy. Apol., i. 35.
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He likewise upon another occasion refers to the same A da  for 
confirmation of statements.1 The Gospel of Nicodemus or Gesta 
Pilati, now extant, does not contain the circumstance to which 
we are referring, but, in contradiction to the statement in the 
fourth Gospel (xviii. 28, 29), the Jews in this apocryphal work 
freely go in to the very judgment seat of Pilate.2 Tischendorf 
maintains that the first part of the Gospel of Nicodemus, or Acta 
Pilati, still extant, is the work, with more or less of interpolation, 
which, existing in the second century, is referred to by Justin.* 
A few reasons may here be -given against such a conclusion. The 
fact of Jesus being set upon the judgment seat is not contained 
in the extant A da P ilati at all, and therefore this work does not 
correspond with Justin’s statement. It seems most unreasonable 
to suppose that Justin should seriously refer Roman Emperors to 
a work of this description, so manifestly composed by a Christian, 
and the A da  to which he directs them must have been a presumed 
official document, to which they had access, as, of course, no other 
evidence could be of any weight with them. The extant work 
neither pretends to be, nor has in the slightest degree the form of, 
an official report. Moreover, the prologue attached to it dis
tinctly states that* Ananias, a provincial warden in the reign of 
Flavius Theodosius (towards the middle of the fifth century), 
found these Acts written in Hebrew by Nicodemus, and that he 
translated them into Greek.* The work itself, therefore, only 
pretends to be a private composition in Hebrew, and does not 
claim any relation to Pontius Pilate. The Greek is very corrupt 
and degraded, and considerations of style alone would assign it to 
the fifth century, as would still more imperatively the anachronisms 
with which it abounds. Tischendorf considers that Tertullian 
refers to the same work as Justin; but it is evident that he implies 
an official report, for he says distinctly, after narrating the circum
stances of the crucifixion and resurrection: “ All these facts
regarding Christ, Pilate....... reported to the reigning Emperor
Tiberius.”* It is extremely probable that in saying this Tertullian 
merely extended the statement of Justin. He nowhere states that 
he himself had seen this report, nor does Justin, and, as is the 
case with the latter, some of the facts which Tertullian supposes 
to be reported by Pilate are not contained in the apocryphal 
work. There are still extant some apocryphal writings in

1 Apol., i. 48. Cf. Tertullian, Apol. xxi.
2 Evang. Nicod. sive Gesta Pilati, Pars i. A., i. i i.; Tischendorf, Evang. 

Apocr., p. 208 ff.
3 Evang. Apocr. Proleg., p. lxiv. ff. ; Wants warden, u. s. to., pp. 82-89.
* Evatfg. Nicod. Proleg. ; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 203 f.
5 Ea omnia super Christo Pilatus.....Catsari turn Tiberio nuntiavit.

Apol. xxi.
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the form of official reports made by Pilate of the trial, cruci
fixion, and resurrection of Jesus,1 but none are of very ancient 
date. It is certain that, on the supposition that Pilate may have 
made an official report of events so important in their estimation, 
Christian writers, with greater zeal than conscience, composed 
fictitious reports in his name, in the supposed interest of their 
religion; and there was in that day little or no critical sense to 
detect and discredit such forgeries. There is absolutely no 
evidence to show that Justin was acquainted with any official 
report of Pilate to the Roman Emperor, nor, indeed, is it easy to 
understand how he could possibly have been, even if such a 
document existed; and it is most probable, as Scholten con
jectures, that Justin merely referred to documents which tradition 
supposed to have been written, but of which he himself had no 
personal knowledge.2 Be this as it may, as he considered the 
incident of the judgment seat a fulfilment of prophecy, there can 
be little or no doubt that it was narrated in the Memoirs which 
contained “ everything relating to Jesus Christ,” and, finding it 
there, he all the more naturally assumed that it must have been 
mentioned in some official report.

In the Akhmim fragment of the Gospel of Peter, published in 
1893, we have a similar passage to that quoted by Justin. The 
fragment states : “ They said : ‘ Let us drag along {iriptopAv) the
son of God ’....... and they sat him (tKaOurav avrov) upon a seat of
judgment (tcaOtSpav Kpuraos), saying : ‘ Judge justly (AtKatws Kpivt), 
King of Israel.’ ” This is not in our Gospels, but it has singular 
points of agreement with the passage in Justin. The Septuagint 
version of Isaiah, which Justin had previously cited, reads : “ They 
ask me for just judgment ” (alrova-iv p t  vvv Kpla-tv SiKaiav), and 
doubtless the narrative, like that of all the Gospels regarding the 
trial and crucifixion of Jesus, was compiled to show the fulfilment 
of supposed prophecies like this.

We may here go on to quote more fully Justin’s allusions to the 
parting of the garments, which are also in close agreement with 
the fragment of the Gospel of Peter. Justin says: “ And those 
who were crucifying him parted his garments (ip^piaav ra IpArut 
hdtov) amongst themselves, casting lots (K a x jxb v  jSdXAorrts), each 
taking what pleased him, according to the cast of the lot ” (rov 
<Ajjfx>v).3 This account, which differs materially from that of our 
Gospels, may be compared with the words in the fragment. 
“And they laid the clothes (ra ivSvpara) before him, and 
distributed them (Sitpepuravro), and cast lots (Xa\pbv l/3a\ov) for

1 Cf. Fabricius, Cod Apocr. N. T . , i . , p. 298 ff.; Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N. T . , 
P- 796  ff.; Tischendorf, Evang. Apocr., p. 411.

’ Scholten, Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 165 ff. 3 Dial, xcvii.
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them.” The use of the peculiar expression, “ Aa^/wv fiakktiv,” 
both in the fragment and by Justin, is most striking, for its 
employment in this connection is limited, so far as we know, to  
the Gospel of Peter, Justin, and Cyril.1 Justin, here, is not 
making an exact quotation, but merely giving an account of what 
he believes to have occurred, yet the peculiar words of his text 
remained in his mind and confirm the idea that it was the Gospel 
of Peter.

In narrating the agony in the Garden, there are further varia
tions. Justin says: “ And the passage, ‘All my bones are 
poured out and dispersed like water; my heart has become like 
wax melting in the midst of my belly,’ was a prediction of that 
which occurred to him that night when they came out against him 
to the Mount of Olives to seize him. For in the Memoirs, com
posed, I say, by his Apostles and their followers, it is recorded 
that his sweat fell down like drops while he prayed, saying: ‘ If 
possible, let this cup pass.’ ”2 It will be observed that this is a 
direct quotation from the Memoirs, but there is a material differ
ence from our Gospels. Luke is the only Gospel which mentions 
the bloody sweat, and there the account reads (xxii. 44), “ as it 
were drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

L u k e, ilxrrt dp6u.3oi alfiaros KaTaf}ab>orret i r l  r)j» yrjw.
J u s t i n ,  wad dpifipoi kutcxcito.

In addition to the other linguistic differences Justin omits the 
emphatic aHfiaros, which gives the whole point to Luke’s account, 
and which evidently could not have been in the text of the 
Memoirs. Semisch argues that Opopftoi alone, especially in 
medical phraseology, meant “ drops of blood,” without the addition 
of ai/xaros ;3 but the author of the third Gospel did not think so, and 
undeniably makes use of both, and Justin does not. Moreover, 
Luke introduces the expression Opopfioi alparos to show the 
intensity of the agony, whereas Justin evidently did not mean to 
express “ drops of blood ” at all, his intention in referring to the 
sweat being to show that the prophecy, “ All my bones are 
poured out, etc., like water,” had been fulfilled, with which the 
reading in his Memoirs more closely corresponded. The prayer 
also so directly quoted decidedly varies from Luke xxii. 42, which 
reads : “ Father, if thou be willing to remove this cup from me ” :

L u k e, llirep, (I TapertyKtlv tovto ri Torijfxor in’ iftoir
JUSTIN. llape\9fTW, (I Swariv, ri ironjpioj' tovto.

In Matt. xxvi. 39 this part of the prayer is more like the reading

■ This is also pointed out by Dr. Swete, The Akhmtm Fragment, 1893, 
p. xxxiv. Mr. Rendel Harris says: “  I regard it as certain that the reading 
\axMos implies connection between Justin and Peter, either directly or through 
a third source accessible to both” (Contemp. Rev., August, 1893, p. 231).

3 Dial. 103. 3 D. ap. Denkw. Just., p. 146.
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of Justin: “ Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me” (IlaTtp, ft SvvaTov }<rt i e ,  iraptXdaTU) air’ t/wv rb ironqpiov 
Twror) -, but that Gospel has nothing of the sweat of agony, 
which excludes it from consideration. In another place Justin 
also quotes the prayer in the Garden as follows: “ He prayed, 
saying : * Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me ’ ; and 
besides this, praying, he said: ‘ Not as I wish, but as thou 
wiliest.’” The first phrase,' apart from some transposition of 
words, agrees with Matthew; but even if this reading be preferred, 
the absence of the incident of the sweat of agony from the first 
Gospel renders it impossible to regard it as the source; and, 
further, the second part of the prayer which is here given differs 
materially both from the first and third Gospels.

M a t t . Nevertheless not as I  will but as thou.
L u k e . Nevertheless not my will but thine be done.
J u s t in . Not as I wish but as thou wiliest.
M A T T . r \ ^ r  obx w i (y i)  $e\a> dXX’ <ij (TV.
Lu K E. r \ i i r  fjL+i rd 0e\y/u i pod dXXa r 6 ab» y io lv iu .
J u s t i n .  /*i) iij iyw  fiouXopun, dXX’ till (Til 8 (\c u .

The two parts of this prayer, moreover, seem to have been 
separate in the Memoirs, for not only does Justin not quote the 
latter portion at all in Dial. 103, but here he markedly divides it 
from the former. Justin knows nothing of the episode of the 
Angel who strengthens Jesus, which is related in Luke xxii. 43. 
There is, however, a still more important point to mention—-that 
although verses 43, 44, with the incidents of the angel and the 
bloody sweat, are certainly in a great number of MSS., they are 
omitted by some of the oldest codices, as, for instance, by the 
Alexandrian and Vatican MSS.' It is evident that in this part 
Justin’s Memoirs differed from our first and third Gospels much in 
the same way that they do from each other.

In the same chapter Justin states that, when the Jews went out 
to the Mount of Olives to take Jesus, “ there was not even a 
single man to run to his help as a guiltless person. ”3 This is in 
direct contradiction to all the Gospels,4 and Justin not only com
pletely ignores the episode of the ear of Malchus, but in this 
passage excludes it, and his Gospel could not have contained it. 
Luke is specially marked in generalising the resistance of those

1 Dial. 99.
’ In the Sinaitic Codex they are marked for omission by a later hand. 

Lochraann brackets, and Drs. Westcott and Hort double-bracket them. 
The MS. evidence may be found in detail in Scrivener’s hit. to Crit. N. T . , 2nd 
ed., p. 521, stated in the way which is most favourable for the authenticity.

3 OMeis yap obSl /texfi1* ioffpJrrov SoyBtir afrnp u/t drapapT̂ Tip poyfot
"VPXt. D ia l  103.

4 Matt. xxvi. 51 ff.; Mark xiv. 46 ff.; Luke xxii. 49 ff.; John xviii., 10 f.
P
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210 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

about Jesus to his capture : “ When they which were about him 
saw what would follow, they said unto him : ‘ Lord, shall we smite 
with the sword ?’ And a certain one of them smote the servant 
of the high priest and cut off his right ear.”' As this episode 
follows immediately after the incident of the bloody sweat and prayer 
in the Garden, and the statement of Justin occurs in the very same 
chapter in which he refers to them, this contradiction further tends 
to confirm the conclusion that Justin employed a different Gospel.

It is quite in harmony with the same peculiar account that 
Justin states that, “ after he (Jesus) was crucified, all his friends
(the Apostles) stood aloof from him, having denied him*.......
(who, after he rose from the dead, and after they were convinced 
by himself that before his passion he had told them that he must 
suffer these things, and that they were foretold by the prophets, 
repented of their flight from him when he was crucified), and 
while remaining among them he sang praises to God, as is made 
evident in the Memoirs of the Apostles.”3 Justin, therefore, 
repeatedly asserts that after the crucifixion all the Apostles forsook 
him, and he extends the denial of Peter to the whole of the 
twelve. It is impossible to consider this distinct and reiterated 
affirmation a mere extension of the passage, “ they all forsook 
him and fled ” (irdvres avrbv tyvyov),* when Jesus
was arrested, which proceeded mainly from momentary fear. 
Justin seems to indicate that the disciples withdrew from and 
denied Jesus when they saw him crucified, from doubts which 
consequently arose as to his Messianic character. Now, on the 
contrary, the canonical Gospels represent the disciples as being 
together after the crucifixion.* Justin does not exhibit any 
knowledge of the explanation given by the angels at the sepulchre 
as to Christ having foretold all that had happened,6 but makes this 
proceed from Jesus himself. Indeed, he makes no mention of 
these angels at all.

There are some traces elsewhere of the view that the disciples 
were offended after the Crucifixion.? Hilgenfeld points out the

1 Luke xxii. 49, 50.
3 M era  obv r i  (STai/pudfjyai ai’/tot, xal ot ynipipuH aflroO rdrrct ireanjaar, 

dpvpaipfvoi abriv. A pot., i. 50.
3 (btriycs p trd  t o  dyaarijrai aflror tx rcxp&v, xal retodjjycu flip aflrofl, Art rat 

rpo too  ruddy (\eycv adroit, i n  roflro afrroy Sd ruddy, xal ir o  tuff rpotprrrCjy 
t n  rpoexext)pvxro Toura, pxrty(n\aor t r l  Tip dpltrraadai abrov Sre irravpAdi)), «ral 
per1 airrCjy Stiyuy, tp.yiprt t o t  8 tiy, lit xal iy ro ll drop.yrjpoyevpao'i rfir d r 00 
riXuv iijXoDrat yeyeniplroy, x .t .  X. Dial. 106 ; cf. Apol. i. 50; Dial. 53 ; de 
Resurr., 9. * Matt. xxvi. 56; Mark xiv. 50.

5 Luke xxiv. 9-12, 33 ; Mark xvi. to ; John xx. 18, 19 ; cf. Luke xxiii. 49.
6 Luke xxiv. 4-8 ; Matt, xxviii. 5-7 ; Mark xvi. 5-7.
7 In the Ascensio Isaite, iii. 14, the following passage occurs : ‘ ‘ E t duodecim, 

qui cum eo, offensionem accipient in eum, et custodes constituentur, qui 
custodient sepulchrum." Hilgenfeld, Die E w . Justin’s, p. 246, anm. 2.
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appearance of special Petrine tendency in this passage, in the 
fact that it is not Peter alone, but all the Apostles, who are said 
to deny their master; and he suggests that an indication of the 
source from which Justin quoted may be obtained from the 
kindred quotation in the Epistle to the Smymaeans (iii.) by pseudo- 
Ignatius : “ For I know that also after his resurrection he was in 
the flesh, and I believe that he is so now. And when he came to 
those that were with Peter he said to them : Lay hold, handle me, 
and see that I am not an incorporeal spirit. And immediately 
they touched him and believed, being convinced by his flesh and 
spirit” Jerome, it will be remembered, found this in the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews used by the Nazarenes, which he trans
lated,' from which we have seen that Justin in all probability 
derived other particulars differing from the canonical Gospels, 
and with which we shall constantly meet, in a similar way, in 
examining Justin’s quotations. Origen also found it in a work 
called the “ Teaching of Peter” (AiSax’? n irpov),2 which must 
have been akin to the “ Preaching of Peter ” (Krjpvy/ia HtTpov).3 
Hilgenfeld suggests that, in the absence of more certain informa
tion, there is no more probable source from which Justin may have 
derived his statement than the Gospel according to Peter, or the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews, which is known to have con
tained so much in the same spirit*

It may well be expected that, at least in touching such serious 
matters as the Crucifixion and last words of Jesus, Justin must 
adhere with care to authentic records, and not fall into the faults 
of loose quotation from memory, free handling of texts, and care
less omissions and additions, by which those who maintain the 
identity of the Memoirs with the canonical Gospels seek to explain 
the systematic variations of Justin’s quotations from the text of the 
latter. It will, however, be found that here also marked discre
pancies occur. Justin says, after referring to numerous prophecies 
regarding the treatment of Christ: “ And again, when he says: 
‘They spake with their lips, they wagged the head, saying: Let 
him deliver himself.’ That all these things happened to the Christ 
from the Jews, you can ascertain. For when he was being crucified 
they shot out the lips and wagged their heads, saying : ‘ Let him 
who raised the dead deliver himself.’”3 And in another place, 
referring to the same Psalm (xxii.) as a prediction of what was to 
happen to Jesus, Justin says: “ For they who saw him crucified

' D t Vir. III., 16. 3 De Print:ip. , proem. 3 Grabe, Spicil. Patr., i., p. 56.
* Hilgenfeld, Die E w . Justin's, p. 248 ff.
5 Kol ird\tr Stud Xeyv  ’EXdXjjiraj' i f  x e^ tat3'? iKlnpror Kc(pa\^y, \ i y w r t r  

‘Pvaitrffu iavrir. "Anya r ir r a  (ill yiyorey 0*6  rfir ’lovialuy r t f  Xpurrf, fiaStir 
Hiyasstf. 25t  aupufierrot yap aOrov, i(ttSTp€$or to  X'lXi), xai iicUovy rds KtjaAas, 
Xiyorrcr ’O rcipovl ir ty tlp a i jivaissSu iaxrriy. Apoi., i. 38.
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also wagged their heads, each one of them, and distorted 
(&ii<TTp*4>ov) their lips, and sneeringly and in scornful irony 
repeated among themselves those words which are also written in 
the Memoirs of his Apostles : He declared himself the Son o f  
G od; (let him) come down, let him walk about; let God save 
him.”1 In both of these passages Justin directly appeals to 
written authority. The padtiv Svvatrdt may leave the source 
of the first uncertain,3 but the second is distinctly stated to contain 
the actual words “ written in the Memoirs of his Apostles,” and it 
seems reasonable to suppose that the former passage is also derived 
from them. It is scarcely necessary to add that both differ very 
materially from the canonical Gospels.3 The taunt contained in 
the first of these passages is altogether peculiar to Justin: “ Let 
him who raised the dead deliver himself” ('O v t K p o v s  d v t y t l p a < ;  

pxxrdxrOu) tavrov) ;« and even if J ustin did not indicate 
a written source, it would not be reasonable to suppose that 
he should himself for the first time record words to which he 
refers as the fulfilment of prophecy.5 It would be still more 
ineffectual to endeavour to remove the difficulty presented by such 
a variation by attributing the words to tradition, at the same time 
that it is asserted that Justin’s Memoirs were actually identical with 
the Gospels. No aberration of memory could account for such a 
variation, and it is impossible that Justin should prefer tradition 
regarding a form of words, so liable to error and alteration, with 
written Gospels within his reach. Besides, to argue that Justin 
affirmed that the truth of his statement could be ascertained 
(/jaOav Svvaa-Ot), whilst the words which he states to have been 
spoken were not actually recorded, would be against all reason.

1 0 1  yap Ocwpouvrei a Otov taravpoifitvov Kal KeipaXd t  tKaaros tKlvow, koI tA  
At€<rrp€<f>o¥} Kal roit fiv^urrrjp<riv tv  AW^Xotr Atepivouvrei tXcyov clpvvtvofitvoi 

ravra  A Kal tv  roit dxopjnjfiovtvfjuuri tujv dxoarvXcov avrov y iyp a xra i' “ Tior 
0€ou tavrov tXeyc  *ara/3As xepixarclrur auadroj aurov 6 0 co*.” D ial. io i .

3 Some writers consider that this is a reference to the Acta P ila ti as in 
Apol., i. 35-

5 Dr. Westcott admits that in the latter passage Justin does profess to give 
the exact words which were recorded in the Memoirs, and that they are not 
to be found in our Gospels; “ but,-’ he apologetically adds, “  we do find 
these others so closely connected with them that few readers would feel the 
difference” ! This is a specimen of apologetic criticism. Dr. Westcott goes 
on to say that as no MS. or Father known to him has preserved any reading 
more closely resembling Justin’s, “ if it appear not to be deducible from our 
Gospels, due allowance being made for the object which he had in view, 
its source must remain concealed” (On tht Canon, p. 114 f.). Cf. Matt, xxvii. 
39-43 ; Mark xv. 29-32 ; Luke xxiii. 34-37.

* The nearest parallel in our Gospels is in Luke xxiii. 35: “ He saved 
others; let him save himself if this man be the Christ of God, his chosen ” 
("AXXovr toooev, owo&ru (avrir, k.t . X.).

5 Hilgenfeld, DU E w . Justin's, p. 244 f.
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The second of the mocking speeches' of the lookers-on is 
referred distinctly to the Memoirs of the Apostles; but is also, 
with the accompanying description, foreign to our Gospels. The 
nearest approach to it occurs in our first Gospel, and we subjoin 
both passages for comparison :—

J u s t in , D ia l . i o i .

He declared himself the Son of 
God; (let him) come down, let him 
walk about ; let God save him.

ylor Beov lavrov (Xeye- Karachi 
repirarelrw aiixr6.ru) air or 0 Bedr.

M a t t , x x v ii. 40, a n d  42, 43.
40. Thou that destroyest the temple, 

and buildest it in three days, save 
thyself; if thou art the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.

42. He saved others, himself he 
cannot save. He is the King of 
Israel ; let him now come down from 
the cross, and we will believe in him.

43. He trusted in G od; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him, 
for he said, I am the Son of God.

42...........KarafSiru eSr herd roO
oravpoB ical Turreveo/iee t r  a i r f .  
43. reroiBer tv l  roe Bear, jnxshsrBu rBr 
atror2 el BiXet 01W ir el-ret y ip  tr t  
Bern elpX vlos.

It is evident that Justin’s version is quite distinct from this, and 
cannot have been taken from our Gospels, although professedly 
derived from the Memoirs of the Apostles.

Justin likewise mentions the cry of Jesus on the cross, “ O God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (* 0  0t6s, o 6e<k /iov, IVa t i  
fyitartAwres fit ;),3 as a fulfilment of the words of the Psalm, which 
he quotes here, and elsewhere/ with the peculiar addition of the 
Septuagint version: “ attend to me ” (irpoo-x«s pot), which, how
ever, he omits when giving the cry of Jesus, thereby showing that 
he follows a written source which did not contain it, for the quota
tion of the Psalm, and of the cry which is cited to show that it 
refers to Christ, immediately follow each other. He apparently 
knows nothing of the Chaldaic cry, “ Eli, Eli, lama sabac- 
thani,” of the Gospels.5 The first and second Gospels give 
the words of the cry from the Chaldaic differently from Justin, 
from the version of the LXX., and from each other. Matt, 
xxvii. 46 , 0 c* p w , dee f i o v ,  iva r t  f i t  eyKarekiires ; Mark xv. 34, *0

’ Semisch argues that both forms are quotations of the same sentence, and 
that there is consequently a contradiction in the very quotations themselves ; 
hut there can be no doubt that the two phrases are distinct parts of the 
mockery, and the very same separation ana variation occur in each of the 
canonical Gospels. Die ap. Dcnkw. Mart, fu s t. ,  p. 282 ; cf. Hilgenfeld, 
Die E w . Justin's, p. 244.

* The Cod. Sin. omits atror. 5 Dial. 99.
4 Dial. 98. 5 Matt, xxvii. 46 ; Mark xv. 34.
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Otbs, 6 O w  /iov, tli r i iyKariknri’i fu ; the third Gospel makes no 
mention at all of this cry, but, instead, has one altogether foreign 
to the other Gospels: “And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and 
said: Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said this, he expired.”* Justin has this cry also, and in the same 
form as the third Gospel. He says : “ For when he (Jesus) was 
giving up his spirit on the cross, he said : * Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit,’ as I have also learned from the Memoirs.”2 
Justin’s Gospel, therefore, contained both cries, and as even the 
first two Synoptics mention a second cry of Jesus3 without, how
ever, giving the words, it is not surprising that other Gospels 
should have existed which included both. Even if we had no 
trace of this cry in any other ancient work, there would be no 
ground for asserting that Justin must have derived it from the 
third Gospel, for, if there be any historical truth in the statement 
that these words were actually spoken by Jesus, it follows, of 
course, that they may have been, and probably were, reported in 
a dozen Christian writings now no longer extant, and in all pro
bability they existed in some of the many works referred to in the 
prologue to the third Gospel. Both cries, however, are given in 
the Gospel of Nicodemus, or Gesta Pilati, to which reference has 
already so frequently been made. In the Greek versions edited 
by Tischendorf we find only the form contained in Luke. In the 
Codex A the passage reads : “And crying with a loud voice, Jesus 
said : Father, Baddach ephkid rouchi—that is, interpreted : ‘ into' 
thy hands I commend my spirit ’: and, having said this, he gave 
up the ghost.”4 In the Codex B the text is : “ Then Jesus, having 
called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into thy hands will I 
commend my spirit,’ expired.”5 In the ancient Latin version, 
however, both cries are given : “ And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Hely, Hely, lama zabacihani, 
which, interpreted, is : ‘ My God, my God, why hast thou for
saken me?’ And after this Jesus said: ‘Father, into thy

* KoJ iparl/oas peydXv i  ’IijooOt elver, lldrtp, els Xfipdl oou vcipariStp^ii 
t o  vrevpd fj-ov. t o O t o  St thru)* i(esrrcvorr. Luke xxiii. 46.

3 Kol ydp dvoitSoiis t o  vrevpa iv l  Tip oravptp, flirt, lldrep, (Is x (ipdt oov 
vaparlBepsu t o  vrtupd poir u/s xal lx  r a w  dvofirquorevudrior ( r a t  t o v t o  fptaBor. 
Dial. 105.

3 Matt, xxvii. 50; Mark xv. 37.
4 Kai ipuripras 4>urf p tyd\ri 0 'lifeout elver llarijp, rtafidclx IcfrxlS povt\, t  

ippifreverai Eh xrlphl oov to parlOripu t o  t vevpd pov. xal t o v t o  elviir vaptSuxe 
t o  rrevpa. Evaug. Nicod., Pars I. A. sive Gesta P ilati, x i.; Tischendorf, 
Evang. Apocr., p. 233; cf. Thilo, Cod. Apoer. N. T ., p. 590 f.

5 "Etcito i  ’IiyooSr xpdfai #airjj peyd\y  114rep, els aov vapaBipsopai
to rrevpd p.ov, dvtwevoe. Ev. Nicod., Pars I. a  sive Acta P ila ti a ,  xi. j 
Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 287.
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hands I commend my spirit’; and, saying this, he gave up the 
ghost.”1

One of the Codices of the same apocryphal work likewise gives 
the taunting speeches of the Jews in a form more nearly approaching 
that of Justin’s Memoirs than any found in our Gospels. “ And 
the Jews that stood and looked ridiculed him, and said : If thou 
saidst truly that thou art the Son of God, come down from the 
cross, and at once, that we may believe in thee. Others, ridicu
ling, said : He saved others, he healed others, and restored the 
sick, the paralytic, lepers, demoniacs, the blind, the lame, the 
dead, and himself he cannot heal.”1 The fact that Justin actually 
refers to certain Acta Pilati in connection with the Crucifixion 
renders this coincidence all the more important. Other texts of 
this Gospel read: “ And the Chief Priests, and the rulers with 
them, derided him, saying: He saved others, let him save him
self; if he is the Son of God, let him come down from the 
cross. ”s

It is clear from the whole of Justin’s treatment of the narrative 
that he followed a Gospel adhering more closely than the canonical 
to Psalm xxii., but yet with peculiar variations from it. Our 
Gospels differ very much from each other; Justin’s Memoirs of 
the Apostles in like manner differed from them. It had its 
characteristic features clearly and sharply defined. In this way 
his systematic variations are natural and perfectly intelligible, 
but they become quite inexplicable if it be supposed that, 
having our Gospels for his source, he thus persistently and in 
so arbitrary a way ignored, modified, or contradicted their 
statements.

Upon two occasions Justin distinctly states that the Jews sent 
persons throughout the world to spread calumnies against Christians.

' Et circa horani nonam cxclamavit Jesus voce magnd dicens: Hely, Hely, 
lama zabacthani, quod est interpretatum: Deus incus, Deus mens, ut quid 
dertliquisti me f  E t post here dicit Jesus: Pater in rnanus tuas commendo 
spiritum meum. E t hac dicens emisit spiritum." Nicod. E v . , x i .; 
Fabricius, Cod. Ap. N. T., i., p. 261 ; cf. Thilo, Cod. Apocr. N. T., 
P- 591 f-

1 01 St 'lovbaioi ol lordperM kcu fiXirorTcs KarcycXur airror Kal (\cyor ’EAr 
AXyAwt IKcycs Sri uioi t l  rou Oeov, inidprjth Airo rou oravpou, Kal irapeudds Iva 
noTtvouptr clt <si. trtpoi fKcyov KaraycXurrct’KWous tauacu, dXXous iOcpd- 
Ttwser, Kal Idaaro doffewtlt, rapaXeXupevous, Xtrpovt, Saipon^opirovt, rvtpXmU, 

rcrcKpuiierovs, Kal lavrdv ob Svnarai bcpaKcvoai. Evany. Nicod., Pars 
I- sive Acta Pilati, B. X. ; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 286.

3Ev. Nicod., Pars I. A. x. ; Tischendorf, Ev. Apocr., p. 232; cf. Thilo., 
Apocr. N. T ., p. 584; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N. T., i., p. 259; 

Tischendorf, ib., p. 340. There are differences between all these texts— 
indeed, there are scarcely two MSS. which agree—clearly indicating that 
we have now nothing but corrupt versions of a more ancient text.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



3 l 6 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

“ When you knew that he had risen from the dead, and ascended 
into heaven, as the prophets had foretold, not only' did you (the 
Jews) not repent of the wickedness which you had committed, 
but at that time you selected and sent forth from Jerusalem 
throughout the land chosen men, saying that the atheistic heresy
of the Christians had arisen,” etc.1....... “ from a certain Jesus, a
Galilaean impostor, whom we crucified, but his disciples stole him 
by night from the tomb where he had been laid when he was 
unloosed from the cross, and they now deceive men, saying that 
he has risen from the dead and ascended into heaven.”2 This 
circumstance is not mentioned by our Gospels, but, reiterated 
twice by Justin in almost the same words, it was in all probability 
contained in the Memoirs. Eusebius quotes the passage from 
Justin without comment, evidently on account of the information 
which it conveyed. The fragment of the Gospel of Peter describes 
the elders as going to Pilate and asking for soldiers to watch the 
grave for three days, “ lest his disciples steal him, and the people 
believe that he rose from the dead.”

These instances, which, although far from complete, have 
already occupied too much of our space, show that Justin quotes 
from the Memoirs of the Apostles many statements and facts of 
Gospel history which are not only foreign to our Gospels, but in 
some cases contradictory to them, whilst the narrative of the most 
solemn events in the life of Jesus presents distinct and systematic 
variations from parallel passages in the Synoptic records. It will 
now be necessary to compare his general quotations from the 
same Memoirs with the Canonical Gospels, and here a very wide 
field opens before us. As we have already stated, Justin’s works 
teem with these quotations, and to take them all in detail would 
be impossible within the limits of this work. Such a course, 
moreover, is unnecessary. It may be broadly stated that even 
those who maintain the use of the Canonical Gospels can only 
point out two or three passages out of this vast array which 
verbally agree with them.3 This extraordinary anomaly—on the 
supposition that Justin’s Memoirs were in fact our Gospels—is, 
as we have mentioned, explained by the convenient hypothesis 
that Justin quotes imperfectly from memory, interweaves and

1 Dial. 17.
2 to . , 108. This passage commences with statements to the same effect as 

the preceding.
3 Credner, Beitrdge, i., p. 329 ; Hilgenfeld, Die E m . Justin’s, p. 252 flf., 

p. 255 ; Kirchhofer, Queltensammi., p. 34 f., p. 89; Reuss, Hist, du Canon, 
p. 56; Schwegler, Das Nachap. Zest., i., p. 222 f .; Semisch, Die ap. DenJtm. 
M. Just., p. 140 {.; De Wette, Lehrb. Einl. N . T ., p. 104 Westcott, On 
the Canon, p. 106 f.
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modifies texts, and, in short, freely manipulates these Gospels 
according to his argument. Even strained to the uttermost, 
however, could this be accepted as a reasonable explanation of 
such systematic variation, that only twice or thrice out of the vast 
number of his quotations does he literally agree with passages in 
them ? In order to illustrate the case with absolute impartiality 
we shall first take the instances brought forward as showing 
agreement with our Synoptic Gospels.

Tischendorf only cites two passages in support of his affirma
tion that Justin makes use of our first Gospel.1 It might be 
supposed that, in selecting these, at least two might have been 
produced literally agreeing; but this is not the case, and this may 
be taken as an illustration of the almost universal variation of 
Justin’s quotations. The first of Tischendorfs examples is the 
supposed use of Matt viii. n ,  12: “ Many shall come from 
the east and from the west, and shall sit down,” etc. (IIoAAoi 

ivaToXJov kal Sxxt/jmv fjfcowriv, k .t.X.) Now  this passage 
is repeated by Justin no less than three times in three very 
distinct parts of his Dialogue with Trypho?  with a uniform 
variation from the text of Matthew— “ They shall come from the 
west and from the east,” etc. (“H£ootiv d-irb SvcrfuZv icat 
u to to X w v , K . T . k . y  That a historical saying of Jesus should be 
reproduced in many Gospels, and that no particular work can have 
any prescriptive right to it, must be admitted, so that even if the 
passage in Justin agreed literally with our first Synoptic, it would 
not afford any proof of the actual use of that Gospel; but when, 
on the contrary, Justin upon three several occasions, and at 
distinct intervals of time, repeats the passage with the same 
persistent variation from the reading in Matthew, not only can it 
not be ascribed to that Gospel, but there is reason to conclude 
that Justin derived it from another source. It may be added that 
roAXof is anything but a word uncommon in his vocabulary, 
and that elsewhere, for instance, he twice quotes a passage 
similar to one in Matthew, in which, amongst other variations, he 
reads “Many shall come (jtoAAoI fj£o\xriv)," instead of the phrase 
found in that Gospel.'*

The second example adduced by Tischendorf is the supposed 
quotation of Matt. xii. 39; but in order fully to comprehend the 
nature of the affirmation, we quote the context of the Gospel and 
of Justin in parallel columns—

1 Wann warden, u. s. w ., p. 27, anm. 2.
1 Dial. 76, 120, 140.
3 In Dial. 76 the text reads “ from the east and from the west.” 
* A pot., i. 16, Dial. 35 j cf. Matt. vii. 15.
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J ustin. Dial. 107.
And that he should rise again on 

the third day after the crucifixion, it 
is written in the Memoirs that some 
of your neighbours questioning him 
said : “  Show us a sign and he ! 
answered them : “  An evil and I
adulterous generation seeketh after j 
a sign, and there shall no sign be 
given to them (aeroTs) but the sign of 
Jonah (’Ion'S).”

Kal 8t i r,7 TplrQ pa (p tW ey  
dyatrr/preodat pxrd to araupuSijyai. 
y ty p a rra i iy  roll airopj'tjpoytvpaaLy, 
S ti ol axo roO yevovt vpuv avpijToSy- 
r ts  avrif fXeyoy, S ti, “ Ae<fo•  Vpiy 
atiptioy." Kal dTtKplyaro ainoit, reveA 
royrjpd, X.T.X. I

M a t t h e w  x ii. 38. 39.

38. Then certain of the scribes and 
Pharisees answered him, saying: 
Master, we would see a sign from 
thee.

39. But he answered and said unto 
them : An evil and adulterous genera
tion seeketh after a sign, ana there 
shall no sign be given to it (aflrjj), but 
the sign of the prophet Jonah (Tom
TOV TpOtpijTOv).

Tore dTtKpUhprar airrtp T w it rwr 
ypappartuy  xal Qapuralwy \ iy o r r t t ,  
“ AiJdoxaXe, 9 t\o p ty  dro  aov tnjptToy 
ISety." i  Si droKpifftlt fTrey afrrtit, 
TroeA wortipd, x.r.X.

Now it is clear that Justin here directly professes to quote from 
the Memoirs, and consequently that accuracy may be expected; 
but passing over the preliminary substitution of “ some of your 
nation ” for “ certain of the scribes and Pharisees,” although it 
recalls the “ some of them,” and “ others,” by which the parallel 
passage, otherwise so different, is introduced in Luke xi. 15, 16, 
29 IT.,1 the question of the Jews, which should be literal, is quite 
different from that of (he first Gospel, whilst there are variations 
in the reply of Jesus, which, if not so important, are still un
deniable. We cannot compare with the first Gospel the parallel 
passages in the second and third Gospels without recognising that 
other works may have narrated the same episode with similar 
variations, and whilst the distinct differences which exist totally 
exclude the affirmation that Justin quotes from Matthew, every
thing points to the conclusion that he makes use of another source. 
This is confirmed by another important circumstance. After 
enlarging during the remainder of the chapter upon the example of 
the people of Nineveh, Justin commences the next by returning to 
the answer of Jesus, and making the following statement: “ And 
though all of your nation were acquainted with these things which 
occurred to Jonah, and Christ proclaimed among you that he 
would give you the sign of Jonah, exhorting you, at least, after his 
resurrection from the dead to repent of your evil deeds, and like 
the Ninevites to supplicate God, that your nation and city might 
not be captured and destroyed as it has been destroyed ; yet not 
only have you not repented on learning his resurrection from the 
dead, but, as I have already said,3 you sent chosen3 and select

1 Cf. Mark viii. I I .
* Dial. 17. The passage quoted above, p. 215 f.
3 xflPOToy/iirayTtt. Literally, “  elected by a show of hands ”—by vote.
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men throughout all the world, proclaiming that an atheistic and 
impious heresy had arisen from a certain Jesus, a Galilaean 
impostor,” etc.1 Now, not only do our Gospels not mention this 
mission, as we have already pointed out, but they do not contain 
the exhortation to repent, at least, after the resurrection of Jesus 
here referred to, and which evidently must have formed part of the 
episode in the Memoirs.

Tischendorf does not produce any other instances of supposed 
quotations of Justin from Matthew, but rests his case upon these. 
As they are the best examples, apparently, which he can point 
out, we may judge of the weakness of his argument. De VVette 
divides the quotations of Justin, which may be compared with our 
first and third Gospels, into several categories.' Regarding the 
first class, he says : “ Some agree quite literally, which, however, 
is seldom ” ;2 and under this head he can only collect three 
passages o f Matthew, and refer to one of Luke. Of the three 
from Matthew, the first is that, viii. i t ,  12,3 also brought forward 
by Tischendorf, of which we have already disposed. The second 
is Matt. v. 20 : “ For I say unto you, that except your righteous
ness shall exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” A parallel passage to this 
exists in D ial. 105, a chapter in which there are several quotations 
not found in our Gospels at all, with the exception that the first 
words, “ For I say unto you that,” are not in Justin. We shall 
speak of this passage presently. De Wette’s third passage is 
Matt. vii. 19: “ Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down and cast into the fire,” which, with the exception of 
one word, “ but,” at the commencement of the sentence in Justin, 
also agrees with his quotation.* In these two short passages there 
are no peculiarities specially pointing to the first Gospel as their 
source, and it cannot be too often repeated that the mere 
coincidence of short historical sayings in two works by no means 
warrants the conclusion that the one is dependent on the other. 
In order, however, to enable the reader to form a correct estimate 
of the value of the similarity of the two passages above noted, and 
also, at the same time, to examine a considerable body of evidence, 
selected with evident impartiality, we propose to take all Justin’s 
readings of the Sermon on the Mount, from which the above 
passages are taken, and compare them with our Gospels. This 
should furnish a fair test of the composition of the Memoirs of the 
Apostles.

Taking first, for the sake of continuity, the first Apology, we 
find that chapters xv., xvi., xvii., are composed almost entirely of

1 Dial. 108. * De Wette, Lehrb. Einl. N .T .,  p. 104.
5 Dial. 76, 120, 140; cf. p. 347. * Apol., i. 16.
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examples of what Jesus himself taught, introduced by the remark 
with which chapter xiv. closes, that “ Brief and concise sentences 
were uttered by him, for he was not a sophist, but his word was 
the power of God.”1 It may broadly be affirmed that, with the 
exception of the few words quoted above by De Wette, not a 
single quotation of the words of Jesus in these three chapters 
agrees with the canonical Gospels. We shall, however, confine 
ourselves at present to the Sermon on the Mount. We must 
mention that Justin’s text is quite continuous, except where we 
have inserted asterisks. We subjoin Justin’s quotations, together 
with the parallel passages in our Gospels, side by side, for greater 
facility of comparison.2

J u s t in .
a. Apo/., i., 15. He (Jesus) spoke 

thus of chastity : Whosoever may gaze 
on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery already in the 
heart before God.

jS. And, if thy right eye offend thee 
cut it out,
for it is profitable for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven with one 
eye (rather) than having two to be 
thrust into the everlasting fire.

o. ITfpl p iv  off* aucppocvy-qi roooCrov 
e lre v  "Os i v  ip^Xiifrp yw a m l rpbt 
to  inB vp ijoa i airnjt Ijtij ip o lx tv o t Trj 
KapSUf r a p i  Tip (jtp .

Kal-3 EI i  dpdaXpot aov S Sc(ios 
OKavSaXlfei at, fuKOipov airrov'

ovpipipti y ip  <roi povutp8a\pov 
tlotXStiv tit rrjr fiaoiXtlav rdv ovpa-

G o s p r i -

Matt. v. 28. But I say unto you, 
that everyone that looketh on a 
woman to lust after her hath com
mitted adultery with her already in 
his heart.

29. But if thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out and cast it from 
thee : for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell.

’Eyu Si Xiyu vpuv Sri ra t 6 pXimtT.* 
ywtuica rpot to  i-riSvpyaai a i'-Tpv tfiy 
i  polxtvotv av-rqv tv ttj  napSlp avrov.

EI Si i  iipdaXpdt oov 6 Se£tbt 
onavSaXlfti at, ((tXtS airrov *01 fiiXt 
dao oov- avptpifXL y ip  <rw Ira 
droXyrcu fv twv ptXuiv oov, k. t .X. ; cf.

1 Bpax«» t i  ta l ovvTop.oi rap’ airrov Xoyoi ytyovaoiv. 0 v y ip  ootfuoriis 
xrrrjpxtv, iXXi Svvap.it QtoC 6 Xayot airrov tjv. Apo/., i. 14. This description 
completely contradicts the representation in the fourth Gospel of the discourses 
of Jesus. It seems clearly to indicate that Justin had no knowledge of that Gospel.

2 It need not be said that the variations between the quotations of Justin 
and the text of our Gospels must be looked for only in the Greek. For the 
sake of the reader unacquainted with Greek, however, we shall endeavour as 
far as possible to indicate in translation where differences exist, although this 
cannot of course be fully done, nor often without being more literal than is 
desirable. Where it is not necessary to amend the authorised version of the 
New Testament for the sake of more closely following the text, and marking 
differences from Justin, we shall adopt it. We divide the quotations where 
desirable by initial letters, in order to assist reference at the end of our quotations 
from the Sermon on the Mount.

3 The “  sal ” here forms no part of the quotation, and seems to separate the 
two passages, which were, therefore, probably distinct in Justin’s Memoirs, 
although consecutive verses in Matthew.

* Origen repeatedly uses St i iv  ipfiXipri, and only once ra t i  fjXiroiv. 
Griesbach, Symb. Critica, 1785, ii., p. 251.

5 Clem. Al. reads I k k o i/ io v  like Justin. Griesbach, ib., ii., p. 252.
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J u s t in .
r<2» t) fie r i, r u e  Sdo T tpupdrpnu  ell to 
alwrtor Tup. s

y. And, Whoever marrieth a 
woman divorced from another man 
committeth adultery.

Kal, "Ot yafiei djroA* Xvfilvifr dtp’ 
eripov drSpit, fioixdrat.

*  *  #  #

J. And regarding our affection for 
all, he taught thus :
If ye love them which love you, what 
new thing do ye ? for even the forni
cators do this ; but I say unto you : 
(hay for your enemies and love them 
which hate you, and bless them which 
corse you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you.

1 Matt v. 29, 30, it will be remembered, are repeated with some variation 
and also reversed in order, and with a totally different context, Matt, xviii. 
8, 9. The latter verse, the Greek of the concluding part of which we give 
above, approximates more nearly in form to Justin’s, but is still widely different. 
“ And if thine eye (‘ right’ omitted) offend thee pluck it out and cast it from 
thee; it is good for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire.” The sequence of Matt. v. 28, 29, points 
specially to it. The double occurrence of this passage, however, with a 
different context, and with the order reversed in Matthew, renders it almost 
certain that the two passages a. and f). were separate in the Memoirs. The 
reading of Mark ix. 47 is equally distinct from Justin’s : And if thine eye 
offend thee cast it out (dx/3aXc adrie) ; it is good for thee (taXir iarlv <re) to 
enter into the kingdom of God (toO 9eou) with one eye, rather than having two 
eyes to be cast into hell, (f) SCto itpOaXpoiH fxorra pXifffrjnu tit  y ltvvor.)

1 Cf. Matt. xix. 9, Luke xvi. 18. The words dtp' blpov dripbt are 
peculiar to Justin. The passage in Luke has drb drSpbt, but differs in the rest.

1 It will be observed that nere again Justin’s Gospel reverses the order in 
which the parallel passage is found in our Synoptics. It does so indeed 
with a clearness of design which, even without the actual peculiarities of 
diction and construction, would indicate a special and different source. The 
passage varies throughout from our Gospels, but Justin repeats the same 
phrases in the same order elsewhere. In Dial. 133 he says : 44 While we all 
pray for you, and for all men as our Christ and Lord taught us to do, enjoining 
as to pray even for our enemies, and to love them that hate us, and to bless 
Aem that curse us” (f0x«rffu* xal Inrip rwr IxSpCdr, xal d y a rfr  rout fwroOrraf, 
««1 tbXoytie ro(n Karapoifilrovt). And again in Apol., i. 14, he uses the expres
sion that Christians pray for their enemies (iirip  rum lx 9pdr t&xbfieroi) 
according to the precepts of Christ. The variation is therefore not accidental, 
but from a different text.

4 The two passages within brackets are not found in any of the oldest MSS., 
and are only supported by Codices D, E, and a few obscure texts. All modern 
critics reject them. They are omitted from the revised version.

5 The parallel passage in Luke vi. 32, 27, 28, presents similar variations 
from Matt, though not so great as those of Justin from them both.

LxOSrEL,
Matt, xviii. 9 .'.......xaXor aol brnr
fioro<p9a\fiov f i t  rj]y fwljr tlaeX9t~iv, f) 
Svo 6tp0a.Xfs.out Ixorra  /SXTjfljjrai e ft rl)r 
yltvvojr too rupot.

Matt. v. 32. And whosoever shall 
marry a woman divorced 
committeth adultery.

.......xal dr H r  dToXtXufilrrjy
yap-Md, M M X a r a i . 3

Matt. v. 46.
For if ye should love them which 

love you, what reward have ye ? do 
not even the publicans the same ?
v. 44.3 But I say unto you : Love 
your enemies4 (bless them which curse 
you, do good to them which hate you), 
and pray for them which (despitefully 
use you and) persecute you.5
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J u s t i n .

IIcpl Si t o u  ortpyeiv S t o t t  as, TOVTO  
iS lSa(ev  E l iyar& rc TO vs dya tuttos 
i/niit, tI sail'd* TOtetre ; sal y ip  ol TO pros 
t o v t o  T o io v s r tv .  ’E y u  St ipitv \ t y w  
ESx(ff0l  i^ tp  t u t  txtipu* Spur sa1 
dya.TO.Te t o v s  p u o o v T T a s  v p t a t ,  Kal e6- 
X o y f t T f  rods Karapup^vovt Spur, sol 
eOxeaBt irrip t u t  irripea^OTTUT vptat.

e. And that we should communicate 
to the needy and do nothing for praise, 
he said thus :
Give ye to every one that asketh, and 
from him that desireth to borrow turn 
not ye away ; for if ye

lend to them from whom ye hope to 
receive, what new thing do ye ? for 
even the publicans do this.

But ye, lay not up for yourselves upon 
the earth, where moth and rust doth 
corrupt and robbers break through,

but lay up for yourselves
in the heavens, where neither moth
nor rust doth corrupt.

For what is a man profited if he 
shall gain the whole world, but destroy 
his soul ? or what shall he give in 
exchange for it ? Lay up, therefore, 
in the heavens, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt.’

Si TO KOtTUTetT TOtt SeopeTOtj, sal 
HVSIt Tpos S6(av rotetv, tovto Isfrr),

IIcu'tI rip oItovttl SlSore, Kal tot S ov- 
\opif to t SavclaaoBat, p-T} dToaTpatpTjrc

el ydp JavrlftTe wap' &v tXrlfcTe 
Xa/Setr, tL kcutov roceirc ; tovto sal ol
T e X u T O l TOtOVOLT.

'Tptels Si nil Bsiaavplfere iavroit i r l  
rrjt yijs, Stov <rl)i sol Spurns dspavlfri, 
Kal Xjjoral Stopvotrovor

G o s p e l .
v . 46 .
’Ed* ydp dyar/prirre ro il dyarurras  

tiptdtf Tlra pun Sot txere  ; 0<>xl sal ol 
TeXurat offrut rotovoiv ;

v. 44 . ’E yiii S i X iy u  vpuTj dyaTOTe 
ro il  ixBpoit vpuv (eiXoyeiTC rout 
KaTapupivovs vpuv, KaXun ToteiTe Tots 
ptoovotv vptat,) sa l Tpoaeuxsods v r ip  
t u t 3 (irnipeatoTTur sal) S iu k o ttu t vp itt.

Matt. v. 42.
Give thou to him that asketh thee, 

and from him that would borrow of 
thee turn not thou away.*

Cf. Luke vi. 34.
And if ye lend to them from whom 

ye hope to receive, what thank have 
ye ? for sinners lend, etc.

Matt. vi. 19.
Lay not up for yourselves treasures 

upon the earth, where moth and rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal ;

I vi. 20. But lay up for yourselves 
| treasuresin heaven,where neither moth 
: nor rust doth corrupt, and where 

thieves do not break through nor 
steal.

Matt. xvi. 26. For what shall a 
man be profited if he shall gain the 
whole world, but lose his soul? or 
what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul ?

Matt. v. 42.
T v ,  o It o u t t I tre Sot, sal t o t  BcXorra 

dud <roC Saveloaadat, nh  dTOOTpeufos.
Cf. Luke vi. 34.
Kal idT SavlfcTe Tap' S>r iXTlfere 

Xafletv, Tola vpiv xdptr iorlr  ; sal dpap- 
ruAol dpapTuXdtt Savlfovotr, k.t .X .

Matt. vi. 19.
Ml) tpycovpl^fTt vpuv Bpoavpovs i r l  

rrjt yrjs, Stov  <rl)t sal fipuois atparifet, 
sal Stov k\ ( ttcu  Siopisroovatr sal 
KXeTTOWlV

1 In the first Gospel the subject breaks of at the end of v. 42. v. 46 may 
be compared with Justin’s continuation, but it is fundamentally different. 
The parallel passages in Luke vi. 30, 34, present still greater variations. We 
have given vi. 34 above, as nearer Justin than Matt. v. 46. It will be remarked 
that to find a parallel for Justin’s continuation, without break, of the subject, we 
must jump from Matt v. 42, 46, to vi. 19, 20. • See next page, note I.
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J u s t in .
th/mvplfere Si iavrois iy  roll oupa- 

Foil, Stov o0t(  trip oOre ppdais dtpa-

TI ydp uppeXfirai SvOpoiTos, Slv Toy 
torpoy S\or repSji<rn, ri)r Si pvxvr, 
airrov irroXerp ; f} rl Sdrrti avrpt dr 
riXXaypa ;

G o spe l .
vi. 20. Bpravplfere Si 0 ply 8-rjaav- 

poi1 iy ovpartp, Stov  oOre ri) 1 oOrf 
ppCxru dtpavlffi, ral S tov k \4 t to i  ov 
Siopirrovriy ovSi rXirrovaty.

xvi. 26. T1 yap doprXpSipst rai 
SvBporros, tdy  t o p  k  6 a pop SXoy repSl/ap, 
r)/y St 'I'vxhv airrov jyipuwB-jj ; fj rl 
Silxrti dy 8purr01 dprdXXaypa rijr  '/'vxv* 
airrov ;

(hpravplftrc o iy iy  toU oupafoit, Stov 
ain rip  oSre flpuxr it  i f a r l f a . 1

f. And : Be ye kind and merciful 
is your Father also is kind and merci
ful, and maketh his sun to rise on 
sinners, and just and evil.3

Bat be not careful what ye shall 
eat and what ye shall pul on.

Are ye not better than the birds and 
the beasts ? And God feedeth them.

Therefore be not careful 
»bat ye shall eat, or what
ye shall put on.

for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of these things,

Luke vi. 36.1 Be ye merciful even 
as your Father also is merciful.
Matt. v. 4S-4....... for he maketh his
sun to rise on evil and good and 
sendeth rain on just and unjust.

Matt. vi. 25.
Therefore I say unto you, Be not 

careful for your life what ye shall eat 
and what ye shall drink, nor yet for
your body what ye shall put on.......

vi. 26. Behold the birds of the air 
that they sow not, &c., &c., yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they ?

vi. 31.5 Therefore be not careful, 
saying: what shall we eat? or what 
shall we drink, or with what shall we 
he clothed ?

vi. 32. For after all these things do 
the Gentiles seek : for your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye need all these 
things.

1 This phrase, it will he observed, is also introduced higher up in the 
passage, and its repetition in such a manner, with the same variations, 
emphatically demonstrates the unity of the whole quotation.

" This passage (f) is repeated with the peculiar xpipTTol ral olrr. twice 
In Dial. 96, and in connection with the same concluding words, which arc 
quite separate in our Synoptics. In that place, however, in paraphrasing 
aid not quoting, he adds, “ and sending rain on holy and evil." Critics 
conjecture with much probability that the words *al fipixel St I Orlovs have 
been omitted above after Siralovs, by a mistake either of the transcriber or 
of Justin. In the Clementine Homilies (iii. 57) a similar combination to 
that of Justin's occurs together with a duplication recalling that of Justin, 
although dy0.808 is substituted for x/nprro 1. TlyerBt dyaBol rai oUrlppovts
at 6 Tariip 6 iy rdis oipavois Ss ayariXXes rSv ifXtoy I t  dyaBols, k-t.X. 
Epiphanius also twice makes use of a similar combination, although with 
variations in language ; cf. User. lxvi. 22, xxxiii. 10. Origen likewise com
bines Matt v. 48 and 45; cf. de Princip., ii. 4, § I. These instances 
confirm the indication of an ancient connection of the passage as quoted by Justin.

3 There is no parallel to this in the first Gospel. Matt. v. 48 is too remote 
In sense as well as language.

* The first part of v. 45 is quite different from the context in Justin : “ That 
ye may be sons of your Father which is in heaven : for he maketh,” etc.

5 There is a complete break here in the continuity of the parallel passage.
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J u s t in .
but seek ye the kingdom of the 
heavens, and all these things shall 
be added unto you,

for where the treasure is there is also 
the mind of the man.

Kal, YlweoOe Si x/^otoI xal ohcrlp- 
ftorts, wf kcU 6 xarijp vjiQjv x/wprr<Jt 
iori Kal olKrlpjiup,

Kal t6p ifXiop a irrov dpariXXei i r l  
djiapruXods koI  SiKalovs Kal xopyjpods.

Mi\ fiepijivare Si, r l <f>dyrjre, if rl 
ipSd<nj<r0e‘

oi>x vjieif raw xereipup Kal tup 
Brjplup Siaipipere ; Kal 6 Scot rpi<f>ei 
airrd.

M^ oSp jiepijurfynjre rl <pdyrjre, 

if rl ivSvarprOe.

otSc ydp 6 xarijp vjiuv 6 ovpdpios, 5 n  
rofrrojv xpclaw t x €T€'

^ijreire Si t^p  paoiXelar tu p  ov popup,

Kal ravra xdpra TcpocredipeTai vjjup.

"Orov ydp 6 0rj<ravp6s torip, iKei Kal 
6 pods tov dpOpuicov.

rj. And : Do not these things to be 
seen of men, otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is in 
heaven.

Kal, Mi) TotifTf ravra xpbs t6 BeaOrfpai 
vxb tup dpffpilnrw el Si jtdf ye, jJuaObp 
ovk i x €T€ xapd tov xarpbs vjiup rod ip 
rots ovpapoh.

Apol. i., 16.
0. And regarding our being patient 

under injuries, and ready to help all,

G o spe l .
vi. 33. But seek ye first the king

dom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added 
unto you.

vi. 21.* For where thy treasure is 
there will thy heart be also.

Luke vi. 36. Tlpeode o S p  oixrlp- 
jiopes, k o O u s  Kal 6 xarijp v j i u p  oUrip- 
j i u p  torlv.

Matt. v. 45.......Stx top IfXiop airrov
dpariXXei i x l  xoprj/tods koI dyaBoin m l  
(3pixfl  tx l Sixalout k o I  dSUovs.

Matt. vi. 25.
Aid tovto X iyu  vjjup, jiij jupijtpdre 

r j  yf/vxi vjiup t I  ipdyrjre Kal r l  irfijne,3
prjSi Tip au jian  v j i u p  rl ipSumjade........

vi. 26. ’EjipXirf/are els rd  xereipd  
t o v  ovpapov, k . t . X .  icol 6  xarijp v j i u p  i  
otiipdvios rpijtei afrrd' ovx vjuis uaXXop 
Siaipipere airrup ;

vi. 31. jirj odp jupijipijorjre Xiyoprer 
TI <pdyujiep if tI xlujiep 
if r l xepifiaXibjieOa ;

vi. 32. rd ^ ra  ydp ravra rd f$prj 
ixitifTOvaip- olSep ydp 6 xarrjp v j i u p  6 
ovpdpios, Sri xpjfere t o v t u p  dxdpruv.

vi. 33. ty re  i r e  S i  xpuror t t ] p  p a n -  
Xelap tov 0 eov Kal t t j p  S i k o i o o v p t j p  
airrov, koI ravra  xdpra xpoareSJfoerxu
VJJUP.

vi. 21. 'O to v  ydp £ < ttip  6 Orjaavpds 
(tov, iKei fo ra 1 Kal ij KapSla <rov.

Matt. vi. 1.
But take heed that ye do not your 

righteousness before men to be seen of 
them, otherwise ye have no reward 
from your Father which is in heaven.

vi. I. IIpoo’i x eTC M T^ v SiKeuoavprjp 
v j i u p  /XT) xoieip t p x p o o f f e P 3 t u p  a r d p u -  
xutv xpbs rb OeaOifpax airrcis' el Si 
p i j y e ,  jwrObp oO k § x eTe **pd rip irarpl 
v j i u p  rip ep rots odpapois.

Matt. v. 39.
But I say unto you that ye resist 

not evil,4 but whosoever shall smite

1 Cf. Luke xii. 22-34, which, however, is equally distinct from Justin’s text. 
The difference of order will not have escaped notice.

a The Cod. Sinaiticus omits Kal r l xlrjrc. Codices A, C, and D are 
defective at the part. Cod. B  and most other MSS. have the words.

3 A few MSS. read “ alms,” iXeyjjioayprjp, here; but the Cod. Sin. Vat., and 
all the older Codices, have the reading of the text which is adopted by all 
modem editors.

4 It is apparent that if Justin could have quoted this phrase it would have 
suited him perfectly.
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J u s t in .
and free from anger, this is what he 
said: Unto him striking thy cheek 
offer the other also ; 
and him who carrieth off thy cloak or 
thy coat do not thou prevent.

But whosoever shall be angry 
is in danger of the fire.

But every one who compelleth thee 
to go a mile, follow twain.

And let your good works shine 
before men so that, perceiving, they 
may adore your Father which is in 
heaven.

Ty t u t t t o v t L  aov TT)r aiaySra, xdptxt 
rai njp dXXrjy 

sol rir alporrd aov rbr xirura, t) rb 
ipdriop prj swXwrpr.

"Or S'&p ifryurSy, froxbt i m p  t i t  to
n p .
' tlai-Ti Si ayyaptboprl aoi plXiop, 

ito\ov0ijaop Svo.
dappdru  Si vpup  rA saXA tprya1 

Ipwpoafftp t u p  ipBptlnrup, fra pX ixoprtt,

iavpA^uxn rSr waripa vpuv rbw iv  
roti ovparott.

*  *  *  #

i. And regarding our not swearing 
at all, but ever speaking the truth, he 
thus taught:—

G o s p e l .

thee on thy right cheek tum to him 
the other also.

v. 40. And to him who would sue 
thee at law and take away thy coat, 
let him have thy cloak also.

v. 22. • But I say unto you that 
every one who is angry with his 
brother shall be in danger of the 
judgment, etc.

v. 41. And whosoever shall com
pel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain.

v. 16. Even so let your light shine 
before men that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.

Matt. v. 39.3
’E-yib Si Xiyu vpxp pij arrurrfjpai Tip 

xoptipC' aXX’ Sant at pap La e 1 fir I nqv 
Se(idp aov aiaySra, arptif/op airnp pal 
t j j p  dXXyjp-

v. 40. sal Tip BcXoptI <r« KpiBrjpai 
cal tSp X‘vwvd aov Xapelr, 4 ifxt aimp 
sal rA Lpdaiov

V. 22. ’K yi Si X iyu  vptr Sri xas 
A bpyifbpcvot rip iStXipip airroC* (poxot 
( m u  Tjj tp la tr  s.r.X.

v. 41. Kal Sent at ayyaptuan 
plXiop fp, Dxaye p tP  airrov Svo.

v. 16. 0 Brut XapibdTu rA ipQt vpup 
f pxpoaOev t u p  apBpuwup, Sxut tSuaiv 
vpup rA saXA tpya sat Sofcdauatv tSp 
xaripa vpup tSp ip roil oiparoit.

Matt. V. 34.
But I say unto you, Swear not at

1 Clement of Alexandria has in one place Xapi//. aov r i  fpya, and again rA 
dyaSi vpup (pya X a p fd ru . Cf. Griesbach, Symb. C rit., ii., p. 250.

1 That part of Matt. v. 22 intrudes itself between parallels found in v. 40 
and 41 will not have been overlooked.

3 The parallel passage, Luke vi. 29, is closer to Justin’s, but still presents 
distinct variations : “ Unto him smiting thee on the cheek offer the other also, 
and from him that carrieth off thy coat do not thou withhold (p-j KuXvoyt) thy 
cloak also.” Tip t v x t o p t I  a t i x l  n j r  atayira , rdpexe Kal n j p  dXXpp, sal Aro 
tov atporrdi aov to Ipdnop sal tSp x iTtoKa pi) KuXvayt. The whole context, 
however, excludes Luke ; cf. Mayerhoff, E ittl . petr. Sc h r., p. 272.

4 (Ikt) being omitted from Cod. Sin. Vat., and other important MSS., we do 
not insert it.
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J u s t i n .

Ve may not swear at all, bat let 
your yea lie yea, and, your nay nay, 
for what is more than these (is) of the 
evil one.

I le p l Si t o o  flij dururai S \m , rAXrjffrj 
Si Xcynr iel, offrwt wapexeXevtraTo- 
Mr) ifidtrjjTf SXotr 

" E o t u  Si i/nur t o  ral rat' xal t o  oB  
off.1 t o  Si wepusror t o u t u v  ix  t o o  
rrorypou.

*  *  *  *

x. For not those who merely make 
profession, but those who do the 
works, as he said, shall be saved. 
For he spake thus : 

x I. Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall, etc.

<c 2. For whosoever heareth me and 
doeth what I say, heareth him that 
sent me.

x 3. But many will say to m e: 
Lord, Lord, did we not eat and drink 
in thy name, and do wonders ?

x 4. And then will I say unto 
them :

Depart from me, workers of iniquity.

x 5. There shall he weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when indeed the 
righteous shall shine as the sun, but

G o s p e l .  

all, neither by heaven, etc.
v. 37. But let your speech be yea 

yea, nay nay, for what is more than 
these is of the evil one.

Matt. v. 34.
'E y w  Si Xeyot vfiir furf 6/sbrau SX w  

fii/rre i r  rtf oupajnp, x.t.X.
v. 37. "Error Si i  \S yor Vfiwr rod rai, 

oB off* t 6  Si T fp a r c r d r  robrorr ix  t o o  
rori/pov trrlr.

Matt. vii. 21.
Not every one that saith unto me, 

Lord, Lord, shall, etc.
Luke x. i6 .a He hearing you 

heareth me, and he despising you, 
etc., and he that despiseth me, de- 
spiseth him that sent me.

Matt. vii. 22.
Many will say to me in that day: 

Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
thy name ? and in thy name cast out 
devils ? and in thy name do many 
wonders ?

vii. 23. And then will I confess 
unto them that: I never knew you : 
Depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

Matt. xiii. 42.....................................
and shall cast them into the furnace 
of fire : there shall be the weeping and 
the gnashing of teeth.

1 This agrees with a passage which occurs twice in the Clementine Homilies. 
The version in Ep. of James v. 12 is evidently a quotation from a source 
different from Matthew, and supports Justin. Clement Al. twice uses a similar 
expression, and Epiphanius does so once, though probably following the Ep. 
of James. The Apostolic Constitutions also auotes in similar manner. The 
context of the Clementine Homilies corresponds with that of Justin, but not so 
the others. We contrast all these passages below :—

James v. 12   ip-or Si ufiorr t o  ral ral, xai t o  oB oB.
Clem. Horn., iii. 55   teror li/iorr to rad ral, to oB off.

Ib., xix. 2    teror 1ipuor to ral ral, xai t o  oB off.
Justin, Apol., i. 16 .................... error Si v/iur t o  ral ral, xal t o  oB of.
Clem. Al., Strom., v. 14, § 100 teror v/iobr rb ral ral, xal to  off off.
Epiph., Hter., xix. 6   Ifru vfiwr t o  ral ral, xal t o  oB off.
Constit. Ap., v. 12.................... eIrou. St t o  ral ral, xal ro off off.

“ Cf. Matt. x. 40, Mark ix. 37, Luke ix. 48, which are still more remote. 
In Matt. vii. 24 we find: “ Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine and doeth them (xal roiel affrofft), I will liken him unto,” etc. 
This, however, as the continuation of v. 21-23 quoted above immediately 
before this passage, is very abrupt, but it seems to indicate the existence of 
such a passage as we find in Justin’s Memoirs.
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J u s t in .
the wicked are sent into everlasting

« 6. For many shall arrive in my I 
name, outwardly, indeed, clothed in I 
sheep’s skins, but inwardly being [ 
ravening wolves.

* 7. Ye shall know them from their | 
works.

1 8. And every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and 
cast into the fire.

* 1. Ov'xl w£» o \ iy u t  poi, Kiiptc, 
ebpn, K. T. X.'

r 2. "Or y ip  ipcouei pov, ta l  rotei A 
Wyw, dxodei roS araSTelXarrit p e '2

r 3. IloXXoi Si i  pouts I poi'
Ki/pir, tuple, ov Tip trip i f  Span etpi 

yeper ad irloper, col Swipetr fxoilj- 
»«per ;

*4. Kai Tire ipth adroit. ’Arroxupetre 
dr’ ipou (pyircu. t t j t  iro p ia t.3

Go s p e l .
xiii. 43. Then shall the righteous 

shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father.

Matt. vii. 15.
But beware of false prophets which 

come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly are ravening wolves.

vii. 16. Ye shall know them by 
their fruit. Do men gather grapes 
from thorns, or figs from thistles ?

vii. 19. Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and 
cast into the fire.

Matt. vii. 21.
Oil was 6 \ iy u r  poi, K vpie, tipie,

K.T.\.
Luke x. 16.
'O dnovuy vpwt ipou dnouei, cal i  

dietwv upat ipidBerti- i  Si ip i  dBtndr 
dBerii to t  Voa-TflXaird pe*

Matt. vii. 22.
IloXXoi ipouolr poi i t  entity rfj i/pipp, 

Kupte, tuple, au Tip trip Stipart i-rpo- 
tfnfreieapev, nal r y  crip ir ip a n  Stupitia 
e^tfjiXoptt, nal Tip trip itip a rt S w ip tit  
xoXXAr irof/joaper ;

vii. 2J. Kai rire ipoAtryipjto adroit 
on  ouSerore e y tu t upat- droxcupeiTe

1 This is one of the passages quoted by De Wette (Einl. N . T ., p. 105) as 
agreeing except in a single word.

2 Justin repeats part of this passage, omitting “ and doeth what I say,” 
in Afol., i. 63: “ As our Lord himself also says: He that heareth me 
heareth him that sent me.” Justin, however, merely quotes the portion relative 
to his subject. He is arguing that Jesus is the Word, and is called Angel and 
Apostle, for he declares whatever we require to know, “ as our Lord himself 
also says,” etc.; and therefore the phrase omitted is a mere suspension of the 
sense, and unnecessary.

3 In Dial. 76, Justin makes use of a similar passage. “  And many will say 
to me in that day: Lord, Lord, did we not eat and drink in thy name, and 
prophesy and cast out devils. And I will say to them Depart from me.” sal- 
IloXXoi ipouol poi ry ppepp. dairy- Kiipie, nvpie, ot rip trip ir ip a n  tipdyoper nal 
(eloper nal Tpoeipcprevoapev Kai Sat p i t  la i(tf}i\oper  ; Kai ipQ adroit' ' Arax<opeire 
i r  ipou. This is followed by one which differs from our Gospels in agree
ment with one in the ClemenEnt Homilies, and by others varying also from 
our Gospels. Although Justin may quote these passages freely, he is per
sistent in his departure from our Synoptics, and the freedom of quotation is 
towards his own peculiar source, for it is certain that neither form agrees with 
the Gospels.
t * Cod. D. (Bezae) reads for the last phrase 6 Si ipou dr overt, anovei roS 
dtocTeOuarrit pe- but all the older MSS. nave the above. A very few obscure 
MSS. and some translations add : “  He hearing me, heareth him that sent me.” 
rai a ipou dtouior, dtouei toO dtroOTflXarrit pe.
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J u s t i n .

k 5. TArt KXavOpdt forai Kal fipvypbt 
tu>v AAAvtuv tray ol ptv Mkcuoi 
\&fi\f/uHriy u>t A IjXior ol At AAikoi 
xtpxunrrai d t  rb alioviov xup.

K 6. II0XX0Z 7Ap ff^OKHTiy <Vi T ip  
AvAparl /iov, Al-uO(v p b  ivAeAvptvoi 
Atppara xpofidnov, (criodev, At Avret 
\vkol Apxayer1

k 7. €K T u iy  cpyuv avrwv exiyvilxreode 
a v T O v t.

k 8. nfiv At AivApov p ^  xotovv KapxAv 
KaXAv (KKAxrerai Kal eIs rvp  fidXXerai.

Go spb l .
o r  (pod oZ ipya^Apevot rijy awoplay.*

Matt. xiii. 42.
....... Kal paXoveiy avrout (It r ip

xdpiyoy rov Tvp6r (K(i forai 6 xXavOpot 
Kal 6 fipvypot tuv AAAv t m .

43. T&r( ol SUaioi bXdpi^ovoiy3 tot 
6 1}Xiotiv rtf ftaoiXelqL rod x arpot avtuv . 4

Matt. vii. 15.
IIpocrexcTf At axo rwv \f/(vAoxpo*pvf- 

rior, olny(t (pxovrai xpot vpat tv  
tvAvpatriv xpofidnov, tauSev At boiv 
XOkoi Apxayes.

1 6 . ’A xb rwy KopxHoy airrutv tx i-  
yvibotxOe airrobt, k .t.X .

19. liar AbApov pi} xotovv KapxAv 
KaXAv ^ k k A x t c t o x  k o I  (It xup ftdXAercu.5

1 Justin makes use of this passage with the same variations from our 
Gospel in Dial. c. 7 V., 35. IloXXoi Aeuaovrcu tx l np AvAparl pov, t^wdev 
bAeAvptvoi Atppara xpopdratv, (owOev At dot Xvkoi Apxay(t. With only a 
separating /taZ, Justin proceeds to quote a saying of Jesus not found in our 
Gospels at all. “  Ana : There shall he schisms and heresies,” Kal* Eoovrat 
<rxZ<rAwiT« xal alplout. And then, with merely another separating 14 And,” he 
quotes another passage similar to the above, hut differing from Matt. 44 And : 
Beware of false prophets who shall come to you outwardly clothed in sheep’s 
skins, but inwardly are ravening wolves, —and with the usual separating 
44And,” he ends with another saying not found in our Gospels: “ And: 
Many false Christs and false Apostles shall arise, and shall deceive many of the 
faithful, KaZ* ’kvaoripTovTai toXXoZ \f/(Mxpurroi Kal yf/afAoaxAtTToXoi, ral 
xoXXot>s ru>y xuttCjv xXavh<rovciv. Both passages must have been in his 
Memoirs, and l>oth differ from our Gospels.

a The parallel passage, Luke xiii. 26, 27, is still more remote. Origen in 
four places, in Joh. xxxii. 7, 8, Contra Cels., ii. 49, de Principiis, quotes a 
passage nominally from Matt., more nearly resembling Justin’s : xoXXol ipovol 
pot tv  (K(lvn Tjj i)ptp<y Kvpie, Kvptc, 01* rip 6v6parl oov €<f>dyop(v, Kal rip AvAparl 
<rov ixlopev, Kal T<p AvAparl <rou AaipAvia efcpdXopev, k.t.X. Cf. Grieshach, 
Synth. Crit. , ii., p. 61 f.; Origen may have here confused the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews with Matthew.

3 The Cod. D . (Bezse) has Xdp\f/wriv, and so also quotes Origen. Cf. 
Griesbach, Symb. Crit., ii., p. 278.

4 The corresponding passage in Luke (xiii. 26-28) much more closely 
follows the order which we fina in Justin, but linguistically and otherwise it is 
remote from his version, although in connection of ideas more similar than the 
passage in the first Gospel. In Luke, the weeping and gnashing of teeth are 
to be when the wicked see the righteous in heaven whilst they are excluded ; 
whereas in Matt. xiii. 42, 43, the weeping, etc., are merely a characteristic of 
the furnace of fire, and the shining forth of the righteous is mentioned as a 
separate circumstance. Matt. xiii. 42, 43, has a different context, and is 
entirely separated from the parallel passage in Justin, which precedes, and 
naturally introduces this quotation.

5 This passage occurs in Matt. iii. 10 and Luke iii. 9, literally, as a  
saying of John the Baptist, so that in Matt. vii. 19 it is a mere quota
tion.
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J u s t in .
Afiol., i. 17.
X. As Christ declared saying : To 

whom God gave more, of him shall 
more also be demanded again.

.......wt b XpiffTot dwiinr
'tit x\iov fSuKcr b debt, x\(ov nai 
bxtuTTj&V/fffTcu rap  avrou.1

*  *  *  *

Dial. c. 7 r., 105.
M- Except your righteousness shall 

exceed, etc.

' Go spb u

Luke xii. 48 (not found in 
I Matthew).

....... For unto whom much is given,
of him shall much be required : and 
to whom men have committed much, 
of him they will demand a greater 
amount.

Luke xii. 48.
.......Ilarrl St f  (SbBif ToXd, tcoXv

{yjTri&birfTtu rap'airrou, sal f  raptBerro 
ro\b, wepurabrtpor ixMfffowriv2 airrbr.

Matt. v. 20.
For I say unto you3 that except 

your righteousness shall exceed, 
etc.4

We have taken the whole of Justin’s quotations from the 
Sermon on the Mount not only because, adopting so large a test, 
there can be no suspicion that we select passages for any special 
purpose, but also because, on the contrary, amongst these quota
tions are more of the passages claimed as showing the use of our 
Gospels than any series which could have been selected. It will 
have been observed that most of the passages follow each other 
in unbroken sequence in Justin, for with the exception of a short 
break between y and 8 the whole extract down to the end of 0 
is continuous, as indeed, after another brief interruption at the end 
of q it is again to the close of the very long and remarkable 
passage k. With two exceptions, therefore, the whole of these 
quotations from the Sermon on the Mount occur consecutively in 
two succeeding chapters of Justin’s first apology, and one passage 
follows in the next chapter. Only a single passage comes from a 
distant part of the dialogue with Trypho. These passages are 
bound together by clear unity of idea and context, and as, where 
there is a separation of sentences in his Gospel, Justin clearly 
marks it by *ai, there is every reason to decide that those quota
tions which are continuous in form and in argument were likewise 
consecutive in the Memoirs. Now, the hypothesis that these

1 Clement of Alexandria (Stromata, ii. 23, § 146) has this passage as 
follows: f  xp\(iov tSbffr/, oStos xol 6.xiuT-q0lia(Tai. Cf. Griesbach, Symb. 
Crit., ii., p. 380. This version more nearly approximates to Justin’s, though 
still distinct from it.

1 The Codex D. (Bczse) reads w\tov ixaiT-fjcovav instead of Ttpiffodripov 
alr/prouaiy.

3 \iyu  iipir Sti are wanting in Justin.
4 This passage, quoted by De Wette, was referred to p. 219, and led to 

this examination.
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quotations are from the canonical Gospels requires the assump
tion that Justin, with singular care, collected from distant and 
scattered portions of those Gospels a series of passages in close 
sequence to each other, forming a whole unknown to them, but 
complete in itself; and yet, although this is carefully performed, 
he at the same time, with the most systematic carelessness, mis
quoted and materially altered almost every precept he professes to 
cite. The order of the canonical Gospels is as entirely set at 
naught as their language is disregarded. As Hilgenfeld has 
pointed out, throughout the whole of this portion of his quotations 
the undeniable endeavour after accuracy, on the one hand, is in the 
most glaring contradiction with the monstrous carelessness on the 
other, if it be supposed that our Gospels are the source from which 
Justin quotes. Nothing is more improbable than the conjecture 
that he made use of the canonical Gospels, and we must accept 
the conclusion that Justin quotes with substantial correctness the 
expressions in the order in which he found them in his peculiar 
Gospel.1

It is a most arbitrary proceeding to dissect a passage, quoted by 
Justin as a consecutive and harmonious whole, and finding 
parallels more or less approximate to its various phrases scattered 
up and down distant parts of our Gospels, scarcely one of which 
is not materially different from the reading of Justin, to assert that 
he is quoting these Gospels freely from memory, altering, excising, 
combining, and interweaving texts, and introverting their order, 
but nevertheless making use of them and not of others. It is per
fectly obvious that such an assertion is nothing but the merest 
assumption. Our synoptic Gospels themselves condemn it utterly, 
for precisely similar differences of order and language exist in them 
and distinguish between them. Not only the language but the 
order of a quotation must have its due Weight, and we have no 
right to dismember a passage and, discovering fragmentary 
parallels in various parts of the Gospels, to assert that it is com
piled from them, and not derived, as it stands, from another 
source.’

It must have been apparent to all that, throughout his quotations 
from the Sermon on the Mount, Justin follows an order which is 
quite different from that in our synoptic Gospels; and, as might

' Cf. Hilgenfeld, DU Evv. Justin's, p. 129 f . ; Credner, Beit rage, i., p. 
2S9-

3 For the arguments of apologetic criticism the reader may be referred to 
Dr. Westcott’s work On the Canon, pp. 112-139. Dr- Westcott does not, of 
course, deny the fact that Justin’s quotations are different from the text of our 
Gospels, but he accounts for his variations on grounds which seem to us purely 
imaginary. It is evident that, so long as there are such variations to be 
explained away, at least no proof of identity is possible.
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have been expected, the inference of a different source, which is 
naturally suggested by this variation in order, is more than 
confirmed by persistent and continuous variations in language. 
If it be true that examples of confusion of quotation are to be 
found in the works of Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and other 
Fathers, it must at the same time be remembered that these 
are quite exceptional, and we are scarcely in a position to judge 
how far confusion of memory may not have arisen from 
reminiscences of other forms of evangelical expressions occurring 
in apocryphal works, with which we know the Fathers to have 
been well acquainted. The most vehement asserter of the 
identity of the Memoirs with our Gospels, however, must 
absolutely admit as a fact, explain it as he may, that variation 
from our Gospel readings is the general rule in Justin’s quotations, 
and agreement with them the very rare exception. Now, such a 
phenomenon is elsewhere unparalleled in those times, when 
memory was more cultivated than with us in these days of cheap 
printed books; and it is unreasonable to charge Justin with such 
universal want of memory and carelessness about matters which 
he held so sacred, merely to support a foregone conclusion, when 
the recognition of a difference of source, indicated in every 
direction, is so much more simple, natural, and justifiable. It is 
argued that Justin’s quotations from the Old Testament likewise 
present constant variation from the text. This is true to a 
considerable extent, but they are not so persistently inaccurate as 
the quotations we are examining, supposing them to be derived 
from our Gospels. This plea, however, is of no avail, for it is 
obvious that the employment of the Old Testament is not 
established merely by inaccurate citations; and it is quite un
deniable that the use of certain historical documents out of many 
of closely similar, and in many parts probably identical, character 
cannot be proved by anonymous quotations differing from any
thing actually in these documents.

There are very many of the quotations of Justin which bear 
unmistakable marks of exactness and verbal accuracy, but which 
yet differ materially from our Gospels, and most of his quotations 
from the Sermon on the Mount are of this kind. For instance, 
Justin introduces the passages which we have marked a, /?, y, with 
the words : “ He (Jesus) spoke thus of Chastity ” and, after 
giving the quotations, o, p, and y, the first two of which, although 
finding a parallel in two consecutive verses (Matt v. 28, 29), are 
divided by the separating xai, and therefore do not appear to have 
been united in his Gospel, Justin continues: “ Just as even those 
who, with the sanction of human law, contract a second marriage

1 P. 220 f.
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are sinners in the eye of our Master, so also are those who look 
upon a woman to lust after her. For not only he who actually 
commits adultery is rejected by him, but also he who desires to 
commit adultery, since not our acts alone are open before God, 
but also our thoughts.”1 Now, it is perfectly clear that Justin 
here professes to give the actual words of Jesus, and then 
moralises upon them; and both the quotation and his own 
subsequent paraphrase of it lose all their significance if we sup
pose that Justin did not correctly quote in the first instance, but 
actually commences by altering the text. These passages a, fi, and 
y, however, have all marked and characteristic variations from the 
Gospel text; but, as we have already shown, there is no reason 
for asserting that they are not accurate verbal quotations from 
another Gospel.

The] passage 8 is likewise a professed quotation,2 but not only 
does it differ in language, but it presents deliberate transpositions 
in order, which clearly indicate that Justin’s source was not our 
Gospels. The nearest parallels in our Gospels are found in 
Matt. v. 46, followed by 44. The same remarks apply to the 
next passage t, which is introduced as a distinct quotation, 3 but 
which, like the rest, differs materially, linguistically and in order, 
from the canonical Gospels. The whole of the passage is consecu
tive, and excludes the explanation of a mere patchwork of passages 
loosely put together, and very imperfectly quoted from memory. 
Justin states that Jesus taught that we should communicate to 
those who need, and do nothing for vain glory, and he then gives 
the very words of Jesus in an unbroken and clearly continuous 
discourse. Christians are to give to all who ask, and not merely 
to those from whom they hope to receive again, which would be 
no new thing—even the publicans do that; but Christians must 
do more. They are not to lay up riches on earth, but in heaven, 
for it would not profit a man to gain the whole world, and lose his 
sou l; therefore, the teacher a second time repeats the injunction 
that Christians should lay up treasures in heaven. If the unity of 
thought which binds this passage so closely together were not suffi
cient to prove that it stood in Justin’s Gospel in the form and 
order in which he quotes it, the requisite evidence would be 
supplied by the repetition at its close of the injunction : “ Lay up, 
therefore, in the heavens,” etc. It is impossible that Justin should, 
through defect of memory, quote a second time in so short a 
passage the same injunction if the passage were not thus appro
priately terminated in his Gospel. The common sense of the

' Apol. , i. 13. After the passages a, (3, y, and before the above, there is 
another quotation compared with Matt. xix. 12, but distinctly different from it.

“ P. 221. 3 p. 222.
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reader must at once perceive that it is impossible that Justin, pro
fessedly quoting words of Jesus, should thus deliberately fabricate 
a discourse rounded off by the repetition of one of its opening 
admonitions, with the addition of an argumentative “ therefore.” 
He must have found it so in the Gospel from which he quotes. 
Nothing indeed but the difficulty of explaining the marked 
variations presented by this passage, on the supposition that Justin 
must quote from our Gospels, could lead apologists to insinuate 
such a process of compilation, or question the consecutive 
character of this passage. The nearest parallels to the dismembered 
parts of the quotation, presenting everywhere serious variations, 
however, can only be found in the following passages in*the order 
in which we cite them :— Matt. v. 42, Luke vi. 34, Matt. vi. 
19, 20, xvi. 26, and a repetition of part of vi. 20, with variations. 
Moreover, the expression, “ What new thing do ye ?” is quite 
peculiar to Justin. We have already met with it in the preceding 
section 6. “ If ye love them which love you, what new thing do
ye? for even,” etc. Here, in the same verse, we have : “ If ye lend 
to them from whom ye hope to receive, what new thing do ye ? for 
even,” etc. It is evident, both from its repetition and its distinct 
dogmatic view of Christianity as a new teaching in contrast to the 
old, that this variation cannot have been the result of defec
tive memory, but must have been the reading of the 
Memoirs, and, in all probability, it was the original form of the 
teaching. Such antithetical treatment is clearly indicated in many 
parts of the Sermon on the Mount: for instance, Matt. v. 21,
“ Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old....... but I
say unto you,” etc., cf. v. 33, 38, 43. It is certain that the whole 
of the quotation t differs very materially from our Gospels, and 
there is every reason to believe that not only was the passage not 
derived from them, but that it was contained in the Memoirs of 
the Apostles substantially in the form and order in which Justin 
quotes it

The next passage (O' is separated from the preceding merely by 
the usual icat, and it moves on to its close with the same continuity 
of thought and the same peculiarities of construction which 
characterise that which we have just considered. Christians are 
to be kind and merciful (xpryrrdi xai olxTippovts) to all as their 
Father is, who makes his sun to shine alike on the good and 
evil, and they need not be anxious about their own temporal 
necessities: what they shall eat and what put o n ; are they not 
better than the birds and beasts whom God feedeth ? Therefore, 
they are not to be careful about what they are to eat and what 
put on, for their heavenly Father knows they have need of these

1 P. 223.
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things; but they are to seek the kingdom of heaven, and all 
these things shall be added : for where the treasure is—the thing 
he seeks and is careful about—there will also be the mind of the 
man. In fact, the passage is a suitable continuation of t, inculca
ting, like it, abstraction from worldly cares and thoughts in reliance 
on the heavenly Father; and the mere fact that a separation is 
made where it is between the two passages « and (  shows further 
that each of those passages was complete in itself. There is 
absolutely no reason for the separating «ai if these passages were 
a mere combination of scattered verses. This quotation, however, 
which is so consecutive in Justin, can only find distant parallels 
in passages widely divided throughout the synoptic Gospels, which 
have to be arranged in the following o r d e r L u k e  vi. 36, Matt. v. 
45, vi. 25, 26, 31, 32, 33, vi. 21, the whole of which present 
striking differences from Justin’s quotation. The repetition of the 
injunction “ be not careful ” again with the illative “ therefore ” is 
quite in the spirit of e. This admonition, “ Therefore, be not 
careful,” etc., is reiterated no less than three times in the first 
Gospel (vi. 25, 31, 34), and confirms the characteristic repetition 
of Justin’s Gospel, which seems to have held a middle course 
between Matthew and Luke, the latter of which does not repeat 
the phrase, although the injunction is made a second time in more 
direct terms. The repetition of the passage, “ Be ye kind and 
merciful,” etc., in Dial. 96, with the same context and peculiarities, 
is a remarkable confirmation of the natural conclusion that Justin 
quotes the passage from a Gospel different from ours. The 
expression rrpnoi xal olurlpfwvfs, thrice repeated by Justin 
himself, and supported by a similar duplication in the Clementine 
Homilies (iii. 57),1 cannot possibly be an accidental departure from 
our Gospels.3 For the rest, it is undeniable that the whole passage 
(  differs materially, both in order and language, from our Gospels, 
from which it cannot, without unwarrantable assumption, be main
tained to have been taken either collectively or in detail, and 
strong internal reasons lead us to conclude that it is quoted 
substantially as it stands from Justin’s Gospel, which must have 
been different from our Synoptics.

In 6, again, we have an express quotation introduced by the 
words: “And regarding our being patient under injuries and 
ready to help all, and free from anger, this is what he said "j and

* See p. *23, note 4.
9 Delitisch admits the very striking nature of this triple quotation, and of 

another (in our passage *c 3 and 4), although he does not accept them as neces
sarily from a different source. “ Auffcillig, aber allerdings sehr auffallig sind  
nur folgende 2 citate ylrtoBt xpv^toI k.t.X.” Apol., i. 15 ; Dial. 96, und 
Kvpit, nvpic, k.t.X, A pol, i. 16 ; D ia l  76; Uttfers, u- d, Entst, rf, Matth, 
Evang., 1853, p. 34.
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then he proceeds to give the actual words.1 At the close of the 
quotation he continues: “ For we ought not to strive, neither 
would he have us be imitators of the wicked, but he has exhorted 
us by patience and gentleness to lead men from shame and the 
love of evil,” etc.3 It is evident that these observations, which 
are a  mere paraphrase of the text, indicate that the quotation 
itself is deliberate and precise. Justin professes first to quote the 
actual teaching of Jesus, and then makes his own comments; 
but if it be assumed that he began by concocting out of stray 
texts, altered to suit his purpose, a continuous discourse, the 
subsequent observations seem singularly useless and out of place. 
Although the passage forms a consecutive and harmonious dis
course, the nearest parallels in our Gospels can only be found by 
uniting parts of the following scattered verses :— Matt. v. 39, 40, 
22, 41, 16. The Christian who is struck on one cheek is to tum 
the other, and not to resist those who would take away his cloak 
or coat; but if, on the contrary, he be angry, he is in danger of 
fire ; if, then, he be compelled to go one mile, let him show his 
gentleness by going two, and thus let his good works shine before 
men that, seeing them, they may adore his Father which is in 
heaven. It is evident that the last two sentences, which find 
their parallels in Matt, by putting v. 16 after 41, the former verse 
having quite a different context in the Gospel, must have so 
followed each other in Justin’s text. His purptose is to quote the 
teaching of Jesus, “ regarding our being patient under injuries, 
and ready to help all and free from anger ” ; but his 
quotation of “ Let your good works shine before men,” etc., has 
no direct reference to his subject, and it cannot reasonably be 
suppx»sed that J ustin would have selected it from a separate part 
of the Gosptel. Coming as it no doubt did in his Memoirs in the 
order in which he quotes it, it is quite appropriate to his purptose. 
It is difficult, for instance, to imagine why Justin further omitted 
the injunction in the parallel passage, Matt. v. 39, “ that ye 
resist not evil,” when supposed to quote the rest of the verse, since 
his express object is to show that “ we ought not to strive,” etc. 
The whole quotation presents the same characteristics as those 
which we have already examined, and in its continuity of thought 
and wide variation from the parallels in our Gospals, both in 
order and language, we must recognise a different and peculiar 
source.

The passage *, again, is professedly a literal quotation, for 
Justin prefaces it with the words: “ And regarding our not 
swearing at all, but ever sp>eaking the truth, he taught thus ” ; and 
having in these words actually stated what Jesus did teach, he

1 P. 224 f. 3 A pol., i. 16.
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proceeds to quote his very words.' In the quotation there is a 
clear departure from our Gospel, arising, not from accidental 
failure of memory, but from difference of source. The parallel 
passages in our Gospels, so far as they exist at all, can only be 
found by taking part of Matt. v. 34 and joining it to v. 37, 
omitting the intermediate verses. The quotation in the Epistle of 
James v. 12, which is evidently derived from a source different 
from Matthew, supports the reading of Justin. This, with the 
passage twice repeated in the Clementine Homilies in agreement 
with Justin, and, it may be added, the peculiar version found in 
early ecclesiastical writings,' all tend to confirm the belief that 
there existed a more ancient form of the injunction which Justin 
no doubt found in his Memoirs. The precept, terse, simple, and 
direct, as it is here, is much more in accordance with Justin’s own 
description of the teaching of Jesus, as he evidently found it in 
his Gospel, than the diffused version contained in the first Gospel, 
v- 3 3 - 3 7 -

Another remarkable and characteristic illustration of the 
peculiarity of Justin’s Memoirs is presented by the long passage k, 
which is also throughout consecutive and bound together by clear 
unity of thought.* It is presented with the context: “ For not those 
who merely make professions, but those who do the works, as he 
(Jesus) said, shall be saved. For he spake thus.”'* It does not, 
therefore, seem possible to indicate more clearly the deliberate 
intention to quote the exact expressions of Jesus, and yet not only 
do we find material difference from the language in the parallel 
passages in our Gospels, but those parallels, such as they are, can 
only be made by patching together the following verses in the 
order in which we give them :— Matt. vii. 21, Luke x. 16, M att vii. 
22, *3, xiii. 42, 43, vii. 15, part of 16, 19. It will be remarked 
that the passage (k 2), Luke x. 16, is thrust in between two 
consecutive verses in Matthew, and taken from a totally different 
context as the nearest parallel to k 2 of Justin, although it is 
widely different from it, omitting altogether the most important 
words: “ and doeth what I say.” The repetition of the same 
phrase, “ He that heareth me heareth him that sent me,” in 
Apol., i. 63,5 makes it certain that Justin accurately quotes his

1 P. 225 f. 2 P. 226, note I.
3 Dr. Westcott considers that “ the coincidence between Justin and the 

Clementine Gospel illustrates still more clearly the existence of a traditional as 
well as of an evangelical form of Christ’s words ” {On the Canon, p. 132). 
But why merely a “ traditional,” if by that he means oral tradition ? Luke i. 
1 shows how many written versions there may have been ; cf. Tischendorf, 
IVann warden, u. s. tv., p. 28 f., and anm. 1, p. 29.

4 P. 226 ff. s See p. 227, note 2.
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Gospel, whilst the omission of the words in that place, “ and 
doeth what I say,” evidently proceeds from the fact that they are 
an interruption of the phrase for which Justin makes the quotation 
—namely, to prove that Jesus is sent forth to reveal the Father. It 
may be well to compare Justin’s passage, k 1-4, with one occurring 
in the so-called Second Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians, iv. 
“ Let us not, therefore, only call him Lord, for that will not save 
us. For he saith : ‘ Not every one that saith to me, Lord, Lord,
shall be saved, but he that worketh righteousness.’....... the Lord
said : ‘ If ye be with me gathered together in my bosom, and do 
not my commandments, I will cast you off and say to you: 
Depart from me ; I know you not whence you are, workers of 
iniquity.’ ” The expression ipyarai avofilas here strongly recalls the 
reading of Justin. This passage, which is foreign to our Gospels, 
at least shows the existence of others containing parallel discourses 
with distinct variations. Some of the quotations in this spurious 
Episde are stated to be taken from the “ Gospel according to the 
Egyptians,w hich was in all probability a version of the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews.3 The variations which occur in 
Justin’s repetition, in Dial. 76, of his quotation k 3 are not 
important, because the more weighty departure from the Gospel 
in the words, “ did we not eat and drink in thy name ” (ov rip 
<ria ovofjmTL i<f>ayofuv koI ortofitv), is deliberately repeated ;3 and 
if, therefore, there be freedom of quotation, it is free quotation 
not from the canonical, but from a different Gospel. Origen’s 
quotation* does not affect this conclusion, for the repetition of the 
phrase (ov) r<j> ovofian crov has the form of the Gospel, and 
besides, which is much more important, we know that Origen was 
well acquainted with the Gospel according to the Hebrews and 
other apocryphal works from which this may have been a reminis
cence. We must add, moreover, that the passage in Dial. 76 
appears in connection with others widely differing from our 
Gospels. The passage k 5 not only materially varies from 
the parallel in Matt. xiii. 42, 43, in language, but in con
nection of ideas.5 Here also, upon examination, we must 
conclude that Justin quotes from a source different from our 
Gospels, and, moreover, that his Gospel gives with greater cor
rectness the original form of the passage. The weeping and

' Cf. Clemens Al., Strom., iii. 9, 63; 13, 93.
3 Compare the quotation, Clem, rr  ad Corinth., ii. 9, with the quota

tions from the Gospel according to the Hebrews in Epiphanius, Hier., 
xxx. 14.

5 Delitzsch admits the very striking character of this repetition. Unters. 
Entst. Matth. E v ., p. 34, see back, p. 373, note 2.

4 Cf. p. 228, note 1. 5 P. 228, cf. note 3.
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gnashing of teeth are distinctly represented as the consequence 
when the wicked see the bliss of the righteous while they are sent 
into everlasting fire, and not as the mere characteristics of hell. It 
will be observed that the preceding passages, k 3 and 4, find 
parallels to a certain extent in Matt vii. 22, 23, although Luke
xiii. 26, 27, is, in some respects, closer to the reading of 
Justin. K 5 finds no continuation of parallel in Matt vii., from 
which the context comes, but we have to seek it in xiii. 42, 43. 
K s, however, does find its continuing parallel in the next verse, 
in Luke xiii. 28, where we have “ There shall be (the) weeping 
and (the) gnashing of teeth when ye shall see Abraham,” etc. 
There is here, it is evident, the connection of ideas which is 
totally lacking in Matt. xiii. 42, 43, where the verses in question 
occur as the conclusion to the exposition of the Parable of the 
'Fares. Now, although it is manifest that Luke xiii. 28 cannot 
possibly have been the source from which Justin quotes, still the 
opening words and the sequence of ideas demonstrate the great 
probability that other Gospels must have given, after k 4, a con
tinuation which is wanting after Matt. vii. 23, but which is 
indicated in the parallel Luke xiii. (26, 27) 28, and is somewhat 
closely followed in Matt. xiii. 42, 43. When such a sequence is 
found in an avowed quotation from Justin’s Gospel, it is certain 
that he must have found it there substantially as he quotes it  
The passage k 6,' “ For many shall arrive,” etc., is a very 
important one, and it departs emphatically from the parallel in 
our first Gospel. Instead of being, like the latter, a warning 
against false prophets, it is merely the announcement that many 
deceivers shall come. This passage is rendered more weighty by 
the fact that Justin repeats it with little variation in Dial. 35, and 
immediately after quotes a saying of Jesus of only five words 
which is not found in our Gospels ; and then he repeats a quota
tion to the same effect in the shape of a warning: “ Beware of 
false prophets,” etc., like that in Matt. vii. 15, but still distinctly 
differing from it.a It is perfectly clear that Justin quotes two 
separate passages. It is impossible that he could intend to repeat 
the same quotation at an interval of only five words ; it is equally 
impossible that, having quoted it in the one form, he could so 
immediately quote it in the other through error of memory. The 
simple, and very natural, conclusion is that he found both passages 
in his Gospel. The object for which he quotes would more than 
justify the quotation of both passages; the one referring to the 
many false Christians, and the other to the false prophets of whom 
he is speaking. That two passages so closely related should be 
found in the same Gospel is not in the least singular. There are

' P. 228. a Cf. p. 228, note I.
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numerous instances of the same in our Synoptics.' The actual 
facts of the case, then, are these : J ustin quotes in the Dialogue, 
with the same marked deviations from the parallel in the 
Gospel, a passage quoted by him in the Apology, and after an 
interval of only five words he quotes a second passage to the 
same effect, though with very palpable difference in its character, 
which likewise differs from the Gospel, in company with other 
texts which still less find any parallels in the canonical Gospels. 
The two passages, by their differences, distinguish each other as 
separate, whilst, by their agreement in common variations from 
the parallel in Matthew, they declare their common origin from a 
special Gospel, a result still further made manifest by the agree
ment between the first passage in the Dialogue and the quotations 
in the Apology. In k 72 Justin’s Gospel substitutes ipy<av 
for Kaptruv, and is quite in the spirit of the passage 0. “ Ye
shall know them from their works ” is the natural reading. The 
Gospel version clearly introduces “fruit” prematurely, and weakens 
the force of the contrast which follows. It will be observed, 
moreover, that, in order to find a parallel to J ustin’s passage k 7, 8, 
only the first part of Matt. vii. 16 is taken, and the thread is 
only caught again at vii. 19, k 8 being one of the two passages 
indicated by de Wette which we are considering, and it agrees 
with Matt. vii. 19, with the exception of the single word Si. We 
must again point out, however, that this passage in Matt. vii. 19 is 
repeated no less than three times in our Gospels, a second time in 
Matt. iii. 10, and once in Luke iii. 19. Upon two occasions it is 
placed in the mouth of John the Baptist, and forms the second 
portion of a sentence, the whole of which is found in literal 
agreement both in Matt. iii. 10 and Luke iii. 9, “ But now the axe 
is laid unto the root of the trees, therefore every tree,” etc. The 
passage pointed out by de Wette as the parallel to Justin’s anony
mous quotation. Matt. vii. 19—a selection which is, of course, 
obligatory from the context—is itself a mere quotation by Jesus of 
part of the saying of the Baptist, presenting, therefore, double 
probability of being well known ; and as we have three instances 
of its literal reproduction in the Synoptics, it would, indeed, be 
arbitrary to affirm that it was not likewise given literally in other 
Gospels.

The passage A.3 is  very emphatically given as a literal quotation

’ Cf. Matt. v. 29, 30, with xviii. 8, 9.
xix. 30 with xx. 16.
xiii. 12 „  xxv. 29.
iii. 10 ,, vii. 19.

xx. 16 ,, xxii. 14 ; and viii. 12, xiii. 42, 50, xxii. 13, xxiv. 51,
and xxv. 30, together ; Luke xiv. 11 with xviii. 14, etc.

J P. 228. a P. 229.
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240 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

of the words of Jesus, for Justin cites it directly to authenticate 
his own statements of Christian belief. He says : “ But if you 
disregard us both when we entreat, and when we set all things 
openly before you, we shall not suffer loss, believing, or rather 
being fully persuaded, that everyone .will be punished by eternal 
fire, according to the desert of his deeds, and in proportion to 
the faculties which he received from God will his account be 
required, as Christ declared when he said: ‘To whom God gave 
more, of him shall more also be demanded again.’ ” This quota
tion has no parallel in the first Gospel, but we add it here as part 
of the Sermon on the Mount. The passage in Luke xii. 48, it 
will be perceived, presents distinct variation from it, and that 
Gospel cannot for a moment be maintained as the source of 
Justin’s quotation.

The last passage, /a,' is one of those advanced by de Wette 
which led to this examination.3 It is, likewise, clearly a quotation ; 
but, as we have already shown, its agreement with Matt. v. 20 is 
no evidence that it was actually derived from that Gospel. Occur
ring, as it does, as one of numerous quotations from the Sermon 
on the Mount, whose general variation, both in order and language, 
from the parallels in our Gospel points to the inevitable conclusion 
that Justin derived them from a different source, there is no reason 
for supposing that this sentence also did not come from the same 
Gospel.

No one who has attentively considered the whole of these 
passages from the Sermon on the Mount, and still less those who 
are aware of the general rule of variation in his mass of quota
tions as compared with parallels in our Gospels, can fail to be 
struck by the systematic departure from the order and language of 
the Synoptics. The hypothesis that they are quotations from our 
Gospels involves the accusation against Justin of an amount of 
carelessness and negligence which is quite unparalleled in literature. 
Justin’s character and training, however, by no means warrant any 
such aspersion,^ and there are no grounds for it. Indeed, but for 
the attempt arbitrarily to establish the identity of the Memoirs oj 
the Apostles with our Gospels, such a charge would never have 
been thought of. It is unreasonable to suppose that avowed and 
deliberate quotations of sayings of Jesus, made for the express 
purpose of furnishing authentic written proof of Justin’s state
ments regarding Christianity, can, as an almost invariable rule, be 
so singularly incorrect, more especially when it is considered that 
these quotations occur in an elaborate apology for Christianity 
addressed to the Roman emperors, and in a careful and studied

1 P. 229. 3 Cf. p. 219.
3 Cf. Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 11--18.
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controversy with a Jew in defence of the new faith. The simple 
and natural conclusion, supported by many strong reasons, is that 
Justin derived his quotations from a Gospel which was different 
from ours, although naturally, by subject and design, it must have 
been related to them. His Gospel, in fact, differs from our 
Synoptics as they differ from each other.

We now return to Tischendorf’s statements with regard to 
Justin’s acquaintance with our Gospels. Having examined the 
supposed references to the first Gospel, we find that Tischendorf 
speaks much less positively with regard to his knowledge of the 
other two Synoptics. He says: “ There is the greatest proba
bility that in several passages he also follows Mark and Luke.”' 
First taking Mark, we find that the only example which Tischendorf 
gives is the following. He says: “ T wice {Dial. 76 and 100) he 
quotes as an expression of the Lord: ‘The Son of Man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected by the Scribes and Pharisees 
(ch. 100, by the ‘ Pharisees and Scribes’), and be crucified, and 
the third day rise again.’2 This agrees better with Mark viii. 31 
and Luke ix. 22 than with Matt. xvi. 21, only in Justin the 
1 Pharisees ’ are put instead of the ‘ Elders and Chief Priests ’ (so 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke), likewise ‘ be crucified ’ instead of ‘ be 
killed.’ ”3 This is the only instance of similarity with Mark that 
Tischendorf can produce, and we have given his own remarks to 
show how weak his case is. The passage in Mark viii. 31 
teads: “And he began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things, and be rejected by the Elders and 
the Chief Priests (wrb i w  irpttrfivTtputv ko! t<3v dp-^itptiav) and the 
Scribes, and be killed (Kal diroKrav&f/yai), and after three days 
(xoi perd rp tit rjpdpaq) rise again.” And the following is the 
reading of Luke ix. 22 : “ Saying that the Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected by the Elders and Chief Priests 
(<uro tw  irpmfivTfputv Kal dp\upi>ov) and Scribes, and be killed 
(*<u diroKTav&rjvai), and the third day rise again.” It will be 
perceived that, different as it also is, the passage in Luke is nearer 
than that of Mark, which cannot in any case have been the source 
of Justin’s quotation. Tischendorf, however, does not point out 
that Justin, elsewhere, a third time refers to this very passage in
the very same terms. He says : “And Christ....... having come
......and himself also preached, saying........ that he must suffer
many things from the Scribes and Pharisees and be crucified, and

' IVann Wurden, u. s. w . , p. 28.
a Act rb* v l d r  rov drdpunrov toXXA Ta0etp, *al airodoKip.aiT0rjyai vird t w v  

I'pa/tparlw  xal Qapuraluw, Kal o-ravpw0r}vai, Kal rjj rplrji ijplpqi dva<rrrjvai. 
Dial. 76 (c. IOO, 4>apural(i)P Kal F  pap. p a r t up).

3 Wann wurden, u. s. w .t p. 28, anm. I.
R
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242 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

the third day rise again.”1 Although this omits the words “ and 
be rejected,” it gives the whole of the passage literally as before. 
And thus there is the very remarkable testimony of a quotation 
three times repeated, with the same marked variations from our 
Gospels, to show that Justin found those very words in his 
Memoirs. The persistent variation clearly indicates a different 
source from our Synoptics. We may, in reference to this reading, 
compare Luke xxiv. 6 : “ He is not here, but is risen: remember 
how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee (v. 7), saying 
that the Son of Man must be delivered up into the hands of sinful 
men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.” This reference 
to words of Jesus, in which the words ral <rravp<i>&rjwu occurred, 
as in Justin, indicates that, although our Gospels do not contain 
it, some others may well have done so. In one place Justin 
introduces the saying with the following words : “ For he exclaimed 
before the crucifixion, the Son of Man,” etc.,3 both indicating a 
time for the discourse and also quoting a distinct and definite 
saying in contradistinction to this report of the matter of his 
teaching, which is the form in which the parallel passage occurs 
in the Gospels. In Justin’s Memoirs it no doubt existed as an 
actual discourse of Jesus, which he verbally and accurately quoted.

With regard to the third Gospel, Tischendorf says : “ It is in 
reference to Luke (xxii. 44) that Justin recalls in the Dialogue 
(103) the falling drops of the sweat of agony on the Mount of 
Olives, and certainly with an express appeal to the ‘ Memoirs 
composed by his Apostles and their followers.’ ”3 Now we have 
already seen1* that Justin, in the passage referred to, does not 
make use of the peculiar expression which gives the whole of its 
character to the account in Luke, and that there is no ground for 
affirming that Justin derived his information from that Gospel. 
The only other reference to passages proving the “ probability ” of 
Justin’s use of Luke or Mark is that which we have just discussed 
—“ The Son of Man must,” etc. From this the character of 
Tischendorfs assumptions may be inferred. De Wette does not 
advance any instances of verbal agreement either with Mark or 
Luke.5 He says, moreover: “ The historical references are much 
freer still (than quotations), and combine in part the accounts of 
Matthew and Luke ; some of the kind, however, are not found at

1 Sti Set av’r&y ToWrt lradeiy dirb ruy I' uarlwv nol fyapiaaUyy, Kal (rravpu- 
Bijyai, yal r j  rpl-rji iipefxf dyairrrjyai. Dial. 51. * Dial. 76.

5 IVaittt wurden, «. s. w . , p. 2&, anm. 1. 4 I*. 208 f.
5 We may point out, however, that he says : “ Andere wiirtliche Ueber- 

einstimmungcn kommcn mitten unter Abwcichungen vor, wie Apol., ii., p. 75, 
vgl. Matt. i. 21, wo Luc. i. 35, damit combinirt ist." E in l., N . T.. p. 105 ; 
but a single phrase combined with a passage very like one in a different Gospel 
is a very poor argument.
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all in our canonical Gospels.”1 This we have already sufficiently 
demonstrated.

We might now well terminate the examination of Justin’s 
quotations, which has already taken up too much of our space ; 
but before doing so it may be very advisable briefly to refer to 
another point In his work, On the Canon, Dr. Westcott adopts 
a somewhat singular course. He evidently feels the very great 
difficulty in which any one who asserts the identity of the source 
of Justin’s quotations with our Gospels is placed by the fact that, 
as a rule, these quotations differ from parallel passages in our 
Gospels; and whilst on the one hand maintaining that the 
quotations generally are from the canonical Gospels, he on the 
other endeavours to reduce the number of those which profess 
to be quotations at all. He says: “ To examine in detail the 
whole of Justin’s quotations would be tedious and unnecessary. 
It will be enough to examine (1) those which are alleged by him 
as quotations, and (2) those also which, though anonymous, are 
yet found repeated with the same variations either in Justin’s 
own writings or (3) in heretical works. It is evidently on these 
quotations that the decision hangs.”* Now under the first 
category Dr. Westcott finds very few. He says: In seven 
passages only, as far as I can discover, does Justin profess to 
give the exact words recorded in the Memoirs; and in these, if 
there be no reason to the contrary, it is natural to expect that 
he will preserve the exact language of the Gospels which he used, 
just as in anonymous quotations we may conclude that he is 
trusting to memory.”:* Before proceeding further, we may point 
out the straits to which an apologist is reduced who starts with 
a foregone conclusion. We have already seen a number of 
Justin’s professed quotations; but here, after reducing the 
number to seven only, our critic prepares a way of escape 
even out of these. It is difficult to understand what “ reason 
to the contrary” can possibly justify a man “ who professes 
to give the exact words recorded in the Memoirs” for not 
doing what he professes ; and, further, it passes our compre
hension to understand why, in anonymous quotations, “ we 
may conclude that he is trusting to memory.” The cautious 
exception is as untenable as the gratuitous assumption. Dr. 
Westcott continues, as follows, the passage which we have just 
interrupted : “ The result of a first view of the passages is striking. 
Of the seven, five agree verbally with the text of St. Matthew or 
St. Luke, exhibiting indeed three slight various readings not 
elsewhere found, but such as are easily explicable; the sixth is a 
compound summary of words related by St. Matthew ; the seventh

' E M ., N. T., p. i n .  * On the Canon, p. 112 f. 3 lb ., 114.
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alone presents an important variation in the text of a verse, which is, 
however, otherwise very uncertain.”1 The italics of course are oursr 
The “ first view” of the passages and of the above statement is 
indeed striking. It is remarkable how easily difficulties are 
overcome under such an apologetic system. The striking result, 
to summarise Dr. Westcott’s own words, is th is: out of seven 
professed quotations from the Memoirs, in Which he admits we 
may expect to find the exact language preserved, five present 
three variations; one is a compressed summary, and does not agree 
verbally at a ll; and the seventh presents an important variation. 
Dr. Westcott, on the same easy system, continues: “ Our inquiry 
is thus confined to the two last instances, and it must be seen 
whether their disagreement from the synoptic Gospel is such as to 
outweigh the agreement of the remaining five.”3 Before proceeding 
to consider these seven passages admitted by Dr. Westcott, we 
must point out that, in a note to the statement of the number, he 
mentions that he excludes other two passages as “ not merely 
quotations of words, but concise narratives.”  ̂ But surely this is 
a most extraordinary reason for omitting them, and one the 
validity of which cannot be admitted. As Justin introduces 
them deliberately as quotations, why should they be excluded 
simply because they are combined with a historical statement? 
We shall produce them. The first is in Apol., i. 66 : “ For the 
Apostles, in the Memoirs composed by them which are called 
Gospels/ handed down that it was thus enjoined on them that 
Jesus, having taken bread and given thanks, said: ‘ This do in 
remembrance of me. This is my body.’ And similarly, having 
taken the cup and given thanks, he said : 1 This is my blood,’ and 
delivered it to them alone.”s This passage, it will be remembered, 
occurs in an elaborate apology for Christianity addressed to the 
Roman emperors, and Justin is giving an account of the most 
solemn sacrament of his religion. Here, if ever, we might 
reasonably expect accuracy and care; and Justin, in fact, carefully 
indicates the source of the quotation he is going to make. It is 
difficult to understand any ground upon which so direct a quota
tion from the Memoirs of the Apostles could be set aside by Dr. 
Westcott. Justin distinctly states that the Apostles in these 
Memoirs have “ thus ” (ovrm) transmitted what was enjoined 
on us by Jesus, and then gives the precise quotation. Had the 
quotation agreed with our Gospels, would it not have been claimed 
as a professedly accurate quotation from them ? Surely no one 
can reasonably pretend, for instance, that when Justin, after this 
preamble, states that, having taken bread, etc., fesus sa id : “ This

1 On the Canon, p. 113 f. 3 lb ., p. 114. 3 lb ., p. 113, note t.
4 We have already discussed these words, p. 185 f. s Apol., i. 66.
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do in remembrance of m e: this is my body or, having taken 
the cup, etc., he said: “ This is my blood”—Justin does not 
deliberately mean to quote what Jesus actually did say ? Now, the 
account of the episode in Luke is as follows (xxii. 17): “ And he 
took a cup, gave thanks, and said: “ Take this and divide it 
among yourselves. 18. For I say unto you, I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the Kingdom of God shall come. 19. 
And he took bread, gave thanks, brake it, and gave it unto them, 
saying : This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. 20. And in like manner the cup after 
supper, saying: This is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
shed for you.”' Ur. Westcott, of course, only compares this 
passage of Justin with Luke, to which, and the parallel in 
1 Cor. xi. 24, wide as the difference is, it is closer than to the 
accounts in the other two Gospels. That Justin professedly 
quoted literally from the Memoirs is evident, and is rendered 
still more clear by the serious context with which the quota
tion is introduced, the intention being to authenticate his 
explanations by actual written testimony. His dogmatic
views, moreover, are distinctly drawn from a Gospel, which, 
in a more direct way than our Synoptics do, gave the 
expressions : “ This is my body,” and “ This is my blood,” and 
it must have been observed that Luke, with which Justin’s 
reading alone is compared, not only has not: T01V «rrt rb al/ia 
fun>, at all, but makes use of a totally different expression : 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for 
you.”

The second quotation from the Memoirs which Dr. Westcott 
passes over is that in Dial. 103, compared with Luke xxii. 42, 43,“ 
on the Agony in the Garden, which we have already examined3 
and found at variance with our Gospel, and without the peculiar 
and distinctive expressions of the latter.

We now come to the seven passages which Dr. Westcott admits 
to be professed quotations from the Memoirs, and in which “ it 
is natural to expect that he will preserve the exact words of the 
Gospels which he used.” The first of these is a passage in the 
Dialogue, part of which has already been discussed in connection 
with the fire in Jordan and the voice at the Baptism, and found to 
be from a source different from our Synoptics.* Justin says: “For 
even he, the devil, at the time when he also (Jesus) went up from 
the river Jordan when the voice said to Him : ‘ Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee,’ is recorded in the Memoirs of the 
Apostles to have come to him and tempted him even so far as

1 Lake xxii. 17-20; cf. Matt. xxvi. 26 ff. ; Mark xiv. 22 ff.
J On the Canon, p . 113, note I. 3 P . 208 f. * P. 200 ff.
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saying to h im : ‘ Worship me ’ ; and Christ answered him (/cat 
airoKptvaa-Oat avrip rciv Xpurrbv), ‘Get thee behind me, 
Satan’ ("Yirayt unrta-iu pov, ’Zarava-), ‘ thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.’”1 This 
passage is compared with the account of the temptation in 
Matt. iv. 9, 10 : “ And he said unto him, All these things will I 
give thee, if thou will fall down and worship me. 10. Then saith 
Jesus unto him ( to t*  Xiyti axrnp 6 ’I/jo-ofs), Get thee hence, 
Satan ("Yiray* Sarava-): it is written, Thou shalt worship,” 
etc. All the oldest Codices, it should be stated, omit the oirurt» 
pov, as we have done, but Cod. D. (Bezae) and a few others of 
infirm authority insert these two words. Dr. Westcott, however, 
justly admits them to be “ probably only a very early interpola
tion.”’ We have no reason for supposing that they existed 
in Matthew during Justin’s time. The oldest Codices omit the 
whole phrase from the parallel passage, Luke iv. 8, but Cod. A. 
is an exception, and reads: "Yjray* oirurm pov, Parana. The 
best modern editions, however, reject this as a mere recent 
addition to Luke. A comparison of the first and third Gospels 
with Justin clearly shows that the Gospel which he used followed 
the former more closely than Luke. Matthew makes the climax of 
the temptation the view of all the kingdoms of the world, and the 
offer to give them to Jesus if he will fall down and worship Satan. 
Luke, on the contrary, makes the final temptation the suggestion 
to throw himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. Justin’s 
Gospel, as the words, “ so far as saying to him ” (/t*xP‘ TO‘~ « ’r*tv 
awry), etc., clearly indicate, had the same climax as Matthew. 
Now, the following points must be observed. Justin makes the 
words of Satan, “ Worship me ” (IIpoo-Kvvrprov poi), a distinct 
quotation; the Gospel makes Satan offer all that he had shown 
“ if thou wilt fall down and worship me ” (*’av ireviov rrpoa-Kvvrprgs 
poi). Then Justin’s quotation proceeds : “ And Christ answered 
him ” (/ecu airoKpivaurdat avrip rbv Xpurrbv) ; whilst Matthew 
has : “ Then Jesus saith to him ” ( to t*  A*y*t avry 6 ’Iijo-ovs), 
which is a marked variation.3 The mria-oi pov of Justin, 
as we have already said, is not found in any of the older 
Codices of Matthew. Then the words, “ it is written,” which form 
part of the reply of Jesus in our Gospels, are omitted in Justin’s;  
but we must add that in Dial. 125, in again referring to the 
temptation, he has, “ it is written.” Still, in that passage he 
also inserts the whole phrase, “ Get thee behind me, Satan,” and 
commences : “ For he answered him : It is written, Thou shalt 
worship,” etc.

1 Dial. 103. * On the Canon, p. 113, note 2, i.
3 Luke iv. 12 reads, /cal airoKpiOtU ai'nip clrer 6 Ti/aoOt.
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We must, however, again point out the most important fact that 
this account of the temptation is directly connected with another 
which is foreign to our Gospels. The Devil is said to come at the 
time Jesus went up out of the Jordan and the voice said to him : 
“ Thou art my son, this day have I begotten thee ’’—words which 
do not occur at all in our Gospels, and which are again bound up 
with the incident of the fire in Jordan. It is altogether unreason
able to assert that Justin could have referred the fact which he 
proceeds to quote from the Memoirs to the time those words 
were uttered, if they were not to be found in the same Memoirs. 
The one incident was most certainly not derived from our Gospels, 
inasmuch as they do not contain it, and there are the very strongest 
reasons for asserting that Justin derived the account of the temp
tation from a source which contained the other. Under these 
circumstances every variation is an indication, and those which 
we have pointed out are not accidental, but clearly exclude the 
assertion that the quotation is from our Gospels.

The second of the seven passages of Dr. Westcott is one of 
those from the Sermon on the Mount, Dial. 105, compared with 
Matt. v. 20, adduced by de Wette, which we have already con
sidered.1 With the exception of the opening words, A<yo> ya p  
vpiv on, the two sentences agree, but this is no proof that Justin 
derived the passage from Matthew; while, on the contrary, the 
persistent variation of the rest of his quotations from the Sermon 
on the Mount, both in order and language, forces upon us the 
conviction that he derived the whole from a source different from 
our Gospels.

The third passage of Dr. Westcott is that regarding the sign of 
Jonas the prophet. Matt. xii. 39, compared with Dial. 107, which 
was the second instance adduced by Tischendorf. We have 
already examined it,2 and found that it presents distinct variations 
from our first Synoptic, both linguistically and otherwise, and that 
many reasons lead to the conclusion that it was quoted from a 
Gospel different from ours.

The fourth of Dr. Westcott’s quotations is the following, to part 
of which we have already had occasion to refer ;3 “ For which 
reason our Christ declared on earth to those who asserted that 
Elias must come before Christ: Elias indeed shall come (’HA-ias 
piv tAtwrtrai), and shall restore all things: but I say unto you 
that Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but did unto 
him (ovnji) whatsoever they listed. And it is written that then 
the disciples understood that he spoke to them of John the 
Baptist.”'' The “ express quotation” in this passage, which is 
compared with Matt. xvii. 11-13, is limited by Dr. Westcott to

' Cf. pp. 219, 240 f. * I’. 217 f. 3 P. 200. 2 Dial. 49.
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the last short sentence' corresponding with Matt. xvii. 13, and he 
points out that Credner admits that it must have been taken from 
Matthew. It is quite true that Credner considers that if any 
passage of Justin’s quotations proves a necessary connection 
between Justin’s Gospels and the Gospel according to Matthew, it 
is this sentence : “ And it is written that then the disciples,” eta  
He explains his reason for this opinion as follows : “ These words 
can only be derived from our Matthew, with which they literally 
agree ; for it is thoroughly improbable that a remark of so special 
a description could have been made by two different and inde
pendent individuals so completely in the same way.”2 We totally 
differ from this argument, which is singularly opposed to Credner’s 
usual clear and thoughtful mode of reasoning. No doubt, if such 
Gospels could be considered to be absolutely distinct and inde
pendent works, deriving all their matter from individual and 
separate observation of the occurrences narrated by their authors 
and personal report of the discourses given, there might be greater 
force in the argument, although even in that case it would have 
been far from conclusive here, inasmuch as the observation we 
are considering is the mere simple statement of a fact necessary to 
complete the episode, and it might well have been made in the 
same terms by separate reporters. Now, such an expression as 
Matt. xvii. 13 in some early record of the discourse might have 
been transferred to a dozen of other Christian writings. Ewald 
assigns the passage to the oldest Gospel, Matthew, in its present 
form, being fifth in descents

Our three canonical Gospels are filled with instances in which 
expressions still more individual are repeated, and these show that 
such phrases cannot be limited to one Gospel; but, if confined in 
the first instance to one original source, may have been transferred 
to many subsequent evangelical works. Take, for instance, a
passage in Matt. vii. 28, 29: “....... the multitudes were astonished
at his teaching: for he taught them as having authority, and not 
as their scribes.”4 Mark i. 22 has the very same passage,* with 
the mere omission of “ the multitude” (oi 0^X01), which does 
not in the least affect the argument; and Luke iv. 32: “And they 
were astonished at his teaching: for his word was power."6

1 On the Canon, p. 114, note 4. 2 Credner, Beitrage, i., p. 237.
3 Die drei erstcn Evangelien, p. 34, cf. p. I ; Jahrb. bibl. IViss., 1849, p.

*9° ff-4 ....i£ew\-ti<roovTO ol tx^oi i r l  Tjj S iSaxi abrov- fjv y ip  Siidanvv avrobt lit
{(ovalav (Xu r , *al ov’x  “ t ol ypap-partTi avruv. Matt. vii. 28, 29.

3 The final avtuv is omitted from the end of the passage in Matthew in 
many MSS., and added by others in Mark.

6 «ai i(er\jir<rovTO i r l  rjj StSaxv aiIrov, Sti iv  i(oval<f Ijv 6 \b y o t avTou. 
Luke iv. 32.
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Although the author of the third Gospel somewhat alters the 
language, it is clear that he follows the same original, and retains 
it in the same context as the second Gospel. Now the occurrence 
of such a passage as this in one of the Fathers, if either the first 
or second Gospels were lost, would, on Credner’s grounds, be 
attributed undoubtedly to the survivor, although in reality derived 
from the Gospel no longer extant, which likewise contained it. 
Another example may be pointed out in Matt. xiii. 34 : “All these 
things spake Jesus unto the multitudes in parables ; and without 
a parable spake he not unto them," compared with Mark iv. 33, 34,
“ And with many such parables spake he the word unto them.......
and without a parable spake he not unto them.” The part of this 
very individual remark which we have italicised is literally the 
same in both Gospels, as a personal comment at the end of the 
parable of the grain of mustard seed. Then, for instance, in the 
account of the sleep of the three disciples during the Agony in 
the Garden (Matt. xxvi. 43, Mark xiv. 40), the expression, “and he 
found them asleep, fo r  their eyes were heavy," which is equally 
individual, is literally the same in the first two Gospels. Another 
special remark of a similar kind regarding the rich young man, 
“ He went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions,” is found 
both in Matt. xix. 22 and Mark x. 22. Such examples' might be 
multiplied, and they show that the occurrence of passages of the 
most individual character cannot, in Justin’s time, be limited to 
any single Gospel.

Now, the verse we are discussing, Matt. xvii. 13, in all proba
bility, as Ewald supposes, occurred in one or more of the older 
forms of the Gospel from which our Synoptics, and many other 
similar works, derived their matter, and nothing is more likely 
than that the Gospel according to the Hebrews, which in many 
respects was nearly related to Matthew, may have contained it. At 
any rate, we have shown that such sayings cannot, however appa
rently individual, be considered evidence of the use of a particular 
Gospel simply because it happens to be the only one now extant 
which contains it. Credner, however, whilst expressing the opinion 
which we have quoted, likewise adds his belief that by the expres
sion, Kal ytypavra-L, Justin seems expressly to indicate that this 
sentence is taken from a different work from what precedes it, 
and he has proved that the preceding part of the quotation was 
not derived from our Gospels.3 We cannot, however, coincide 
with this opinion either. It seems to us that the expression, “and

1 Cf. Matt. iii. 3, Mark i. 2, 3, Luke iii. 4 ;  Matt. iii. 5, 6, Mark i. 5 ; 
Matt. xiv. 3, 4, Mark vi. 17, 18 ; Matt. xiv. 9, Mark vi. 26 ; Matt, xxviii. 
14, Mark xv. 5 ; Matt, xxvii. 39, Mark xv. 29, etc.

* Credner, Beit rage, i., p. 237.
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it is written,” simply was made use of by Justin to show that the 
identification of Elias with John the Baptist is not his, but was 
the impression conveyed at the time by Jesus to his disciples. 
Now, the whole narrative of the baptism of John in Justin bears 
characteristic marks of being from a Gospel different from ours,' 
and in the first part of this very quotation we find distinct variation. 
Justin first affirms that Jesus in his teaching had proclaimed that 
Elias should also come (koI ’HA.iai’ <A«iV«r0at), and then 
further on he gives the actual words of Jesus: ’HAuxs piv 
t A t iV c r a i ,  k .t .X., which we have before us, whilst in Matthew the 
words are: ’HAfas piv tp^erat, and there is no MS. which 
reads (Xcvo-ctou for ipxerai; and yet, as Credner remarks, the 
whole force of the quotation rests upon the word, and Justin is 
persistent in his variation from the text of our first Synoptic. It 
is unreasonable to say that Justin quotes loosely the important 
part of his passage, and then about a few words at the close 
pretends to be so particularly careful. Considering all the facts of 
the case, we must conclude that this quotation also is from a source 
different from our Gospels.

Another point, however, must be noted. Dr. Westcott claims 
this passage as an express quotation from the Memoirs, apparently 
for no other reason than that the few words happen to agree with 
Matt. xvii. 13, and that he wishes to identify the Memoirs with 
our Gospels. Justin, however, does not once mention the Memoirs 
in this chapter; it follows, therefore, that Dr. Westcott, who is so 
exceedingly strict in his limitation of express quotations, assumes 
that all quotations of Christian history and words of Jesus in 
Justin are to be considered as derived from the Memoirs, whether 
they be mentioned by name or not. We have already seen that 
amongst these there are not only quotations differing from the 
Gospels, and contradicting them, but others which have no 
parallels at all in them.

The fifth of Dr. Westcott’s express quotations occurs in D ia l 
105, where Justin says : “ For when he (Jesus) was giving up his 
spirit on the cross he said : ‘ Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit,’ as I have also learned from the Memoirs.” This short 
sentence agrees with Luke xxiii. 46, it is true; but, as we have 
already shown,1 Justin’s whole account of the Crucifixion differs 
so materially from that in our Gospels that it cannot have been 
derived from them.

We see this forcibly in examining the sixth of Dr. Westcott’s 
quotations, which is likewise connected with the Crucifixion. “ For 
they who saw him crucified also wagged their heads, each one of 
them, and distorted their lips, and sneeringly, and in scornful

1 1\ 200 ff. 1 P. 213 f.
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irony, repeated among themselves those words which are also 
written in the Memoirs of his Apostles : He declared himself the 
son of God : (let him) come down, let him walk about: let God 
save him.”' We have ourselves already quoted and discussed this 
passage,2 and need not further examine it here. Dr. Westcott has 
nothing better to say regarding this quotation, in an examination 
of the accuracy of parallel passages, than this : “ These exact 
words do not occur in our Gospels, but we do find there others so 
closely connected with them that few readers would feel the differ
ence ”13 When criticism descends to language like this, the case 
is, indeed, desperate. It is clear that, as Dr. Westcott admits, 
the words are expressly declared to be a quotation from the 
Memoirs o f  the Apostles, but they do not exist in our Gospels, 
and consequently our Gospels are not identical with the Memoirs. 
Dr. Westcott refers to the taunts in Matthew, and then, with com
mendable candour, he concludes his examination of the quotation 
with the following words : “ No manuscript or Father (so far as we. 
Itnow) has preserved any reading of the passage more closely 
resembling Justin’s quotation; and if it appear not to be deducible 
from our Gospels, due allowance being made for the object which 
he had in view, its source must remain concealed.”'* We need 
only add that it is futile to talk of making “ due allowance ” for 
the object which Justin had in view. His immediate object was 
accurate quotation, and no allowance can account for such variation 
in language and thought as is presented in this passage. That this 
passage, though a professed quotation from the Memoirs, is not 
taken from our Gospels is certain, both from its own variations and 
the differences in other parts of Justin’s account of the Crucifixion, 
an event whose solemnity and importance might well be expected 
to secure reverential accuracy. It is impossible to avoid the con
clusion that Justin’s Memoirs of the Apostles were not identical 
with our Gospels, and the systematic variation of his quotations 
thus receives its natural and reasonable explanation.

The seventh and last of Dr. Westcott’s express quotations is, 
as he states, “ more remarkable.” We subjoin the passage in 
contrast with the parallel texts of the first and third Gospels:—

J u s t i n , D i a l . io o .

And in the Gospel 
it is written that he
said :

All things have been 
delivered to me by the

M a t t .  x i . 2 7 .

All things were de
livered to me by the5

L u k e  x . 22 .

All things were de
livered to me by my

1 Dial. 101. 2 P. 211 f.
3 On the Canon, p. 1 14 f. 4 16., p. 115.

5 Most Codices read “  my,” hut the Cod. Sin. having “  the,” we give it as 
more favourable.
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J u s t i n ,  D i a l . io o .

Father, and no one 
knoweth (yiPuxTKei) the 
Father but the Son, nor 
the Son but the Father 
and

those to whomsoever 
the Son shall reveal 
him.

K a l iv  T$ cvayycXltp 
y typ a xra t clxunr 

II drra /ux rapaS^Sorai 
inrd tou Tarpfo Kal ovdcls 
yivuxrKti t6v rarcpa cl 
fit) 6 vl6r ouSt t6v vlbv 
cl fir) 6 rarrijp Kal oU dv 
6 v ld t dxoKaXu\/q).

M a t t .  x i . 27.

Father, and no one 
knoweth (cwtytvibaKci) 
the Son but the Father, 
nor knoweth (cwiyivu)- 
(tkci) anyone the Father 
but the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son 
is minded to reveal 
him.

Ildy ra  /to t xapcidOrj 
uxo t o u  xarpd1 ,1 Kal oudcls 
t x i y in Ihtkci t6v 1>lb* cl 
p.̂ ) 6 rrarifp, ovbi t6v
xarepa n s  tmyiviixTKci 
cl /t4) 6 vlbt Kal <j> Id? 
fiouXrp-at 6 vidf dwoKa-
Xvrf/ai.

L u k e  x . 22 .

Father, and no one 
knoweth (yirA cK ci) 
who the Son is but the 
Father, and who the 
Father is but the Son,

and he to whomsoever 
the Son is minded to 
reveal him.

n d r r a  /tot TapcWhf 
inrb rov rarpbs /tov, rot 
ou&clf yimoaKCi rls c<mv
0  t'lds cl firj 6 xarr)p} 
Kal rls c tT T iv  d t o n j p ,  
cl fi^i 6 vids xal $  cdf 
pouXrrrai 6 uldt droKa- 
Xvif/cu.

It is apparent that Justin’s quotation differs very materially 
from our Gospels in language, in construction, and in meaning. 
These variations, however, acquire very remarkable confirmation 
and significance from the fact that Justin in two other places2 
quotes the latter and larger part of the passage from ovStls in 
precisely the same way, with the sole exception that, in both of 
these quotations, he used the aorist tyvw instead of yivtixrKti. 
This threefold repetition in the same peculiar form clearly stamps 
the passage as being a literal quotation from his Gospel, and 
the one exception to the verbal agreement of the three passages, 
in the substitution of the present for the aorist in the Dialogue, 
does not remove or lessen the fundamental variation of the 
passage from our Gospel. As the (yvo> is twice repeated, it 
was probably the reading of his text. Now it is well known
that the peculiar form of the quotation in Justin occurred in 
what came to be considered heretical Gospels, and constituted 
the basis of important Gnostic doctrines.3 Dr. Westcott speaks 
of the use of this passage by the Fathers in agreement with 
Justin in a manner which, unintentionally we have no doubt, 
absolutely misrepresents important facts. He says : “ The trans
position of the words still remains; and how little weight can be 
attached to that will appear upon an examination of the various 
forms in which the text is quoted by Fathers like Origen, Irenaeus, 
and Epiphanius, who admitted our Gospels exclusively. It occurs

1 See lasl note. 2 Apol., i. 63.
3 Dr. Westcott merely allndes to this in the briefest way in a note (On the 

Canqn, p. 115, note 2).
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in them as will be seen from the table of readings1 with almost 
every possible variation. Irenaeus in the course of one chapter 
quotes the verse first as it stands in the canonical text; then in 
the same order, but with the last clause like Justin’s; and once 
again altogether as he has given it. Epiphanius likewise quotes 
the text seven times in the same order as Justin, and four times 
as it stands in the Gospels.”2 Now in the. chapter to which 
reference is made in this sentence Irenaeus commences by stating 
that the Lord had declared: “ Nemo cognoscit Filium nisi P ater; 
neque Patrem quis cognoscit nisi Filius, et cui voluerit Filius revelare,”a 
as he says, “ Thus Matthew has set it down and Luke similarly, 
and Mark the very same.”'* He goes on to state, however, that 
those who would be wiser than the Apostles write this verse aw 
follows : “ Nemo cognovit Patrem nisi Filius; nee Filium nisi Pater, 
it cui voluerit Filius revelare." And he explains: “They interpret 
it as though the true God was known to no man before the coming 
of our Lord ; and that God who was announced by the Prophets 
they affirm not to be the Father of Christ.”s Now in this passage 
we have the <yva> of Justin in the “ c o g n o v itin contradistinction 
to the “ cognoscit ” of the Gospel, and his transposition of order ais 
not by’ any possibility an accidental thing, but as the distinct basis 
of doctrines. Irenaeus goes on to argue that no one cam know the 
Father unless through the Word of God, that is through the Son, 
and this is why he said : “ 1 Nemo cognoscit Patrem nisi Filius ; 
neque Filium nisi Pater, et quibuscunque Filius revelaverit.’ Thus 
teaching that he himself also is the Father, as indeed he is, in 
order that we may hot receive any other Father except him who is 
revealed by the Son.”6 In this third quotation Irenaeus alters the 
tyvu into ytiw/cct, but retains the form, for the rest, of the 
Gnostics and of Justin, and his aim apparently is to show that, 
adopting his present tense instead of the aorist, the transposition 
of words is of no importance. A fourth time, however, in the same 
chapter, which in fact is wholly dedicated to this passage and to 
the doctrines based upon it, Irenaeus quotes the saying : “ Nemo 
cognoscit Filium nisi P a ter; neque Patrem nisi Filius, et quibus
cunque Filius revelaverit"! Here the language and order of the

1 In the few readings given in this table, Dr. Westcott does not distinguish 
the writers at all. Cf. On the Canon, p. Il6 , note 3.

1 On the Canon, p. 116. 3 Adv. H ttr., iv. 6, § I.
* Sic et Mathceus posuit, et Lucas similiter, et Marcus idem ipsum. We 

need not point out that this is a misstatement, for our Mark has not got the 
passage at all.

5 “  E t interpretantur, quasi a nullo cognitus sit verus Deus ante Dom ini 
nostri adventum : et eum Deum, qui a prophetis sit annuntiatus, dicunt non 
esse Patrem Christi." Adv. Hcer., iv. 6, § I.

6 Docens semetipsum et Patrem, sicut est, u t alterum non recipiamus Patrem,
nisi eum qui a FUio rcvelatur. lb .,  iv. 6, § 3. 7 Adv. H<zr., iv. 6, § 7.
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Gospel are followed with the exception that “cui vo/uerit reve/are" 
is altered to the “ quibuscutique rtvelaverit ” of Justin; and that this 
is intentional is made clear by the continuation: “ For revelaverit 
was said not with reference to the future alone,”1 etc.

Now, in this chapter we leam very clearly that, although the 
canonical Gospels, by the express declaration of Irenaeus, had 
their present reading of the passage before us, other Gospels of 
considerable authority even in his time had the form of Justin, for 
again, in a fifth passage, he quotes the opening words: “ He who 
was known, therefore, was not different from him who declared: 
‘ No one knoweth the Father,’ but one and the same.”3 With the 
usual alteration of the verb to the present tense, Irenaeus, in this 
and in one of the other quotations of this passage just cited, gives 
some authority to the transposition of the words “ Father ” and 
“ Son,” although the reading was opposed to the Gospels ; but he 
invariably adheres to yivtoo-Ku and condemns iyvm, the reading 
maintained by those who, in the estimation of Irenaeus, “ would 
be wiser than the Apostles.” Elsewhere, descanting on the pas
sages of Scripture by which heretics attempt to prove that the 
Father was unknown before the advent of Christ, Irenaeus, after 
accusing them of garbling passages of Scripture,3 goes on to say 
of the Marcosians and others: “ Besides these, they adduce a 
countless number of apocryphal and spurious works which they 
themselves have forged to the bewilderment of the foolish, and 
of those who are not versed in the Scriptures of truth.”* He 
also points out passages occurring in our Gospels to which they 
give a peculiar interpretation, and, among these, that quoted by 
Justin. He says : “ But they adduce as the highest testimony, 
and, as it were, the crown of their system, the following passage.
....... ‘ All things were delivered to me by my Father, and no one
knew (iyvui) the Father but the Son, and the Son but the Father, 
and he to whomsoever ($ av) the Son shall reveal (asroKaXv^rg).^

' Revelaverit enirn, non solum in  fu turism  dictum est, etc. ; lb .,  iv. 6, § 7.
3 Non ergo alius oral qu i cogn oscebatur, ct alius qu i dicebat: “  Nemo 

cognoscit Patrern : ”  scd unus et idem , etc. ; lb ., iv. 6, § 7. In another place 
Irenseus again quotes the passage in the same order, with the same careful 
adherence to the present tense. Adv. Hcer., ii. 6, § 1.

3 Adv. Hcer., i. 19, § I.
4 Upbs Si tovtois dfivdr/TOP rXijbos droKfdnpwv xai rbbur 7poufdar. At ou’rot 

f'xAcu;or, Tapcujtpcftoixny els KaT&r\r}£tv tut drotjTuir xai tA TTjS dXrjOelas uy  
eru T T a fieo u r  yp6.ii/j.a.Ta. Adv. Hcer., i. 20, § I.

5 Adv. Hcer., i. 20, § 3. And again, referring to Valentinus and his 
followers, and endeavouring to show the inconsistency of their views, he says : 
1 * Salvator ergo, secutulum eos, erit mentitus, dicens: ‘ Nemo cognovit Pat re m 
nisi P ilius.’ S i  enim cognitus est vet a matre, vel a semine e jus; solutum 
est illud, quod, ‘ nemo ognovit Patrem n isi P ilius.''” Adv. Hcer., ii. 14, 
§ 7. Irenteus then endeavours out of their own form of the text to confute 
their doctrines.
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In these words they assert that he clearly demonstrated that the 
Father of truth whom they have invented was known to no one 
before his coming; and they desire to interpret the words as 
though the Maker and Creator had been known to all, and the 
Lord spoke these words regarding the Father unknown to all, 
whom they proclaim.”1 Here we have the exact quotation twice 
made by Justin, with the tyvuand the same order, set forth as the 
reading of the Gospels of the Marcosians and other sects, and 
the highest testimony to their system. It is almost impossible 
that Justin could have altered the passage by an error of memory 
to this precise form, and it must be regarded as the reading of his 
Memoirs. The evidence of Irenaeus is clear : The Gospels had 
the reading which we now find in them, but apocryphal Gospels, 
on the other hand, had that which we find twice quoted by Justin, 
and the passage was, as it were, the text upon which a large sect 
of the early Church based its most fundamental doctrine. The 
fy m  is invariably repudiated, but the transposition of the words 
“Father” and “ Son” was apparently admitted to a certain extent, 
although the authority for this was not derived from the Gospels 
recognised by the Church, which contained the contrary order.

We must briefly refer to the use of this passage by Clement of 
Alexandria. He quotes portions of the text eight times, and, 
although with some variation of terms, he invariably follows the 
order of the Gospels. Six times he. makes use of the aorist iyv<o,2 
once of yivuxTK€i,i and once of b riy ivw T m i.*  He only once 
quotes the whole passage ;3 but on this occasion, as well as six 
others in which he only quotes the latter part of the sentence,6 he 
omits /}o v \r jT a i,and reads “ and he to whom the Son shall reveal,” 
thus supporting the airoKakinjq) of Justin. Twice he has “G od” 
instead of “ Father,”? and once he substitutes fir/Sti* for ovSti;s.8 
It is evident, from the loose and fragmentary way in which Clement 
interweaves the passage with his text, that he is more concerned 
with the sense than the verbal accuracy of the quotation; but 
the result of his evidence is that he never departs from the Gospel 
order of “ Father” and “ Son,” although he frequently makes use 
of lyvta and also employs airoKakv\py  in agreement with Justin, 
and, therefore, he shows the prevalence of forms approximating to, 
though always presenting material difference from, the reading 
of Justin.

' Adv. U ar., i. 20, § 3.
’ Pad., i. 9, j 88; i. 5. $ 20 ; Strom., i. 28, § 178 ; v. 13, Jj 95 ; vii. 10, 

58; Cohort., i. 10. 3 Strom., vii. 18, # 109.
* Quis Div. SaJv., 9. s Strom., i. 28, § 178.
‘ Coh., i., § 10 ; Pud., i. 5, § 20; Strom., v 13, § 85 ; vii. 10, § 58 ; vi. 

>8, jj 109; Quis Div'. Satv., 8.
’ Coh., i., § 10; Pad., i. 5, $ 20. 8 Strom., v. 13, § 85.
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Epiphanius refers to this passage no less than ten times,1 
but he only quotes it fully five times, and upon each of these 
occasions with variations. Of the five times to which we refer, he 
thrice follows the order of the Gospels,2 as he does likewise in 
another place where he does not complete the sentence.* On the 
remaining two occasions he adopts the same order as Justin, with 
variations from his readings, however, to which we shall presently 
refer;« and where he only partially quotes he follows the same 
order on other three occasions,* and in one other place the 
quotation is too fragmentary to allow us to distinguish the order.6 
Now, in all of these ten quotations, with one exception, Epiphanius 
substitutes oiSt for ciriyivuxrKci at the commencement of the 
passage in Matthew, and only thrice does he repeat the verb in 
the second clause as in that Gospel, and on these occasions he 
twice makes use of ol&ci and once of cyva>.& He once uses 
tyvai with the same order as Justin, but does not complete the 
sentence.? Each time he completes the quotation he uses 
<j> lav with the Gospel, and airoKaXv^p with Justin;‘° but only 
once out of the five complete quotations does he insert 6 vlfts 
in the concluding phrase. „It is evident from this examination, 
which we must not carry further, that Epiphanius never verbally 
agrees with the Gospel in his quotation of this passage, and never 
verbally with Justin, but mainly follows a version different from 
both. It must be remembered, however, that he is writing against 
various heresies, and it does not seem to us improbable that he 
reproduces forms of the passage current amongst those sects.

In his work against Marcion, Tertullian says : “ With regard to 
the Father, however, that he was never seen, the Gospel which is 
common to us will testify, as it was said by Christ: Nemo cognovit 
pattern nisi filius"11 but elsewhere he translates “Nemo seif,”'* 
evidently not fully appreciating the difference of t-yvw.1* The 
passage in Marcion’s Gospel reads like Justin’s: ovSds lyvto rb v  
irarlpa, cl /itj 6  v tb s ,  ovSc r o v  vlov n s  yivurricci, cl ferj o j r a n / p . 14 

The use of cyvio as applied to the Father and yivw tK u  
as regards the Son in this passage is suggestive. Origen almost

* Hicr. , liv . 4 , e d . Petav., p. 4 6 6 ; lx iv . 9 , p. 532  ; x lv . 6 , p . 6 1 3 ; lx ix . 4 3 , 
p .  7 6 6  i lx x iv . 4 , p . 8 9 1 , 10 , p . 8 9 8  ; Ix x v i. 7 , p . 9 4 3 , 2 9 , p . 9 7 7 , 3 2 , p . 9 8 1 . 

3 Htzr., Ix x v i. 7 , p . 9 4 3  ; liv . 4 , p . 4 6 6  ; Ixv . 6 , p . 6 13 .
3 Hcer., Ix v i. 9 , p . 5 32 . 4 Hast., lx x iv . 4 , p . 8 9 1 ;  Ix x v i. 29 , p . 9 7 7 .
s Hcer. ,  lx ix . 4 3 ,  p . 7 6 6 ;  lx x iv . 10, p . 8 9 8  ; Ix x v i. 3 2 , p . 9 81 .
6 H<er., Ix x v i. 3 2 , p. 9 8 1 . 7 Hcer., liv . 4 , p . 4 6 6  ; lx ix . 4 3 , p. 7 66 .
8 Hcer., lx v . 6 , p . 6 1 3 . 9 Hcer., lx x iv . 10, p . 898 .
10 E x c e p t  o n c e  w h e n  h e  h a s  airoxoXi>irrei. Hcer. , lx x iv . 4 , p . 8 91 .
11 Adv. Marc., i i .  27 . 13 lb .,  iv . 2 5 , cf. 6.
13 C f. H ilg e n fe ld ,  Die E m . Ju stin ’s, p . 202  f.
14 Dial, dc recta in Deum fide, I ; O r ig e n ,  Op., i . ,  p . 8 17  D j T h i lo ,  Cod. 

Apocr. N . T .,  p . 4 3 3  ; H a h n ,  Das Evang. Marc ions, p . 160.
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invariably uses l y v <0, sometimes adopting the order of the Gospels 
and sometimes that of Justin, and always employing avoKakvfa.' 
The Clementine Homilies always read cyvio, and always follow 
the same order as Justin, presenting other and persistent variations 
from the form in the Gospels. O v S t U  iyvu> rbv i r a r t p a .  t i  f i t ]

0 nibs, ovSi tov viov rts tiS tv1 t l  fit) 6 T a n )p, xal  ofs av /3<n’A.7/rai
1 vios aTOKakvtj/ai.i This reading occurs four times. The 
Clementine Recognitions have the aorist with the order of the 
Gospels.*

There only remain a few more lines to add to those already 
quoted to complete the whole of Dr. Westcott’s argument 
regarding this passage. He continues and concludes thus : “ If, 
indeed, Justin’s quotations were made from memory, no transposi
tion could be more natural; and if we suppose that he copied the 
passage directly from a manuscript, there is no difficulty in 
believing that he found it so written in a manuscript of the 
canonical St. Matthew, since the variation is excluded by no 
internal improbability, while it is found elsewhere, and its origin 
is easily explicable.”5 It will be observed that Dr. Westcott does 
not attempt any argument, but simply confines himself to supposi
tions. If such explanations were only valid, there could be no 
difficulty in believing anything, and every embarrassing circumstance 
would be easily explicable.

The facts of the case may be briefly summed up as follows: 
Justin deliberately and expressly quotes from his Gospel, himself 
calling it “ Gospel,” be it observed, a passage whose nearest 
parallel in our Gospels is Matt. xi. 27. This quotation presents 
material variations from our canonical Gospel, both in form and 
language. The larger part of the passage he quotes twice in a 
different work, written years before, in precisely the same words as 
the third quotation, with the sole exception that he uses the aorist 
instead of the present tense of the verb. No MS. of our Gospel 
extant approximates to the reading in Justin, and we are expressly 
told by Irenaeus that the present reading of our Matthew was that 
exitting in his day. On the other hand, Irenaeus states with equal 
distinctness that Gospels used by Gnostic sects had the reading of 
Justin, and that the passage was “ the crown of their system,” and 
one upon whose testimony they based their leading doctrines. 
Here, then, is the clear statement that Justin’s quotation disagrees 
with the form in the Gospels, and agrees with that of other 
Gospels. The variations occurring in the numerous quotations of

1 Cf. Griesbach, Symb. Crit., ii., pp. 271, 373.
2 Credner, Beitrdge, i., p. 250.
3 Clem. Rom., xvii. 4 ; xviii. 4, 13, 20 ; xviii. II.
4 C/em.' Recog. , ii. 47. 5 On (he Canon, p. 117.

S
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the same passage by the Fathers, which we have analysed, show 
that they handled it very loosely, but also indicate that there must 
have been various readings of considerable authority then current. 
It has been conjectured with much probability that the form in 
which Justin quotes the passage twice in his Apology may have 
been the reading of older Gospels, and that it was gradually 
altered by the Church to the form in which we now have it for 
dogmatic reasons, when Gnostic sects began to base doctrines 
upon it inconsistent with the prevailing interpretation.' Be this as 
it may, Justin’s Gospel clearly had a reading different from ours, 
but in unison with that known to exist in other Gospels, and this 
express quotation only adds additional proof to the mass of 
evidence already adduced that the Memoirs o f the Apostles were 
not our canonical Gospels.

We have already occupied so much space even with this cursory' 
examination of Justin’s quotations that we must pass over in 
silence passages which he quotes from the Memoirs with variations 
from the parallels in our Gospels, which are also found in the 
Clementine Homilies and other works emanating from circles in 
which other Gospels than ours were used. We shall now only 
briefly refer to a few sayings of Jesus, expressly quoted by Justin, 
which are altogether unknown to our Gospels. Justin says : “ For 
the things which he foretold would take place in his name, these 
we see actually coming to pass in our sight. For he said : ‘ Many 
shall come,” etc.,2 and ‘ There shall be schisms and heresies,’̂  and 
‘ Beware of false prophets,’4 etc., and ‘ Many false Christs and 
false Apostles shall arise and shall deceive many of the faithful.’ ”5 
Neither of the two prophecies here quoted is to be found any
where in our Gospels, and to the second of them Justin repeatedly 
refers. He says in one place that Jesus “ foretold that in the 
interval of his coming, as I previously said,6 heresies and false 
prophets would arise in his name.”' It is admitted that these 
prophecies are foreign to our Gospels. It is very probable that 
the Apostle Paul refers to the prophecy, “ There shall be schisms
and heresies ” in 1 Cor. xi. 18-19, where it is said, “ ....... I hear
that schisms exist amongst you; and I partly believe it. For there

1 Schwegler, Das naehap. Zeit., i., p. 254 ff. Cf. Credner, Beitrdge, i.,
p. 250 f. Delitzsch, N. (inters. Kan. E w . ,  p. 35 f. Scholten, Het Baulin. 
Evangelic, 1870, p. 103 f. ,

2 Cf. p. 228, note 4, p. 238 f.
3 tire  y ip .....lEaorrtu ax^para kb.i alplaeis. Dial. 35.
4 C f 228, note 4, p. 238 f.
5 ’Kva/rr^aovTox ToWol ^eudd^ioroc, cat if/cuSaTioToXoi koI wo\\ods rwr

tuttwk rXavfysoxxny. Dial. 35. ; cf Apol., i. 12. 6 Dial. 35.
7 Ko! iv Tip pera^O ttJj rapovalas ai/VoC xptieip, <*>3 rpoitpriy, yerlprcaOai 

alpiaeit koI \p(ilvxpo<pi}Tas erl tip dropari ovtov rpoep-Zievae, k.t.X. D ial. 51 ; 
c f  82.
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must also be heresies amongst you,” etc. (aKoim a-xurpara  
i v vpiv l ir a p\(iv, Kal pipos t i  vurreuto. 8ti yap Kal alpicrtis iv 
vpiv tlvat, K.T.X.) We find also, elsewhere, traces both of 
this saying and that which accompanies it. In the Clementine 
Homilies, Peter is represented as stating, “ For there shall be, as 
the Lord said, false apostles, false prophets, heresies, desires for 
supremacy,” etc. (ioovrai yap, us 6 Kvpios eTvev, êv&urocrroAoi, 
\pcv6d<i Trpotfnjrai, alpt<reis, <f>iX.ap\lai, k .t.X ..1 We are likewise 
reminded of the passage in the Epistle attributed to the 
Roman Clement, xliv. : “ Our Apostles knew through our Lord 
Jesus Christ that there would be contention regarding the dignity 
of the episcopate.”2 In our Gospel there is no reference 
anywhere to schisms and heresies, nor are false Apostles once 
mentioned, the reference being solely to “ false Christs” and 
“false prophets.” The recurrence here and elsewhere of the peculiar 
expression “ false apostles ” is very striking, 3 and the evidence for 
the passage as a saying of Jesus is important. Hegesippus, after 
enumerating a vast number of heretical sects and teachers, 
continues : “ From these sprang the false Christs, false prophets, 
false apos/les, who divided the union of the Church by corrupting 
doctrines concerning God and concerning his Christ.”'* It will be 
remembered that Hegesippus made use of the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, and the Clementine literature points to the same 
source. In the Apostolic Constitutions we read : “ For these are 
false Christs and false prophets, and false apostles, deceivers, and 
corrupters,” etc.,5 and in the Cletnentine Recognitions the Apostle 
Peter is represented as saying that the Devil, after the temptation, 
terrified by the final answer of Jesus, “ hastened immediately to 
send forth into this world false prophets, and false apostles, and 
false teachers, who should speak in the name of Christ indeed, 
but should perform the will of the demon.”6 Justin’s whole 
system forbids our recognising in these two passages mere tradition, 
and we must hold that we have here quotations from a Gospel 
different from ours.

Elsewhere, Justin says: “Out of which (affliction and fiery trial of 
the Devil) again Jesus, the Son of God, promised to deliver us, 
and to put on us prepared garments, if we do his commandments, 
and he is proclaimed as having provided an eternal kingdom for 
us.”7 This promise is nowhere found in our Gospel.

Immediately following the passage ( k 3 and 4 ) which we have 
discussed8 as repeated in the Dialogue : “ Many shall say to me,

* Horn., xvi. 21. 2 xliv. See Greek passage quoted, p. 136, note 3.
5 Semisch, Die Ap. Denkw. d. Mart. Just., p. 391, anm. 2.
4 Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 22. 5 Constit. Apost., vi. 13 ; cf. vi. 18.
6 Recog., iv. 34. t Dial. 116. 8 P. 227, note 4.
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etc., and I will say to them, ‘ Depart from me,’” Justin continues : 
“ And in other words by which he will condemn those who are 
unworthy to be saved, he said that he will say: Begone into the 
darkness without, which the Father hath prepared for Satan and 
his angels.”1 The nearest parallel to this is in Matt. xxv. 41 : 

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand : Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels.”

J u s t i n ,  D i a l .  76.
Kat ev &\\ms \6yois oU naTaiiKa^ety 

to v s  araptors ui] ffwfrcodai /xf XXtc, e<pij 
ip e d y  "tiraytTf els to  o k 6 to s to ipdiTfpov, 
8 Tjrolpuurey o Traryp rip Sarayp Kai rods 
dyyfXoii clvtov.

M a t t . x x v . 4 1 .

T bre eped Kal rods dp evcjvvpuit I I opcv- 
toffo ax ’ e/iov oi Kj.TTtpap.dyoL els rd rvp  
r i  aldiTLOv rd dfroip.a0ii.eror rip StafibXtp 
eai rods dyyeXoii ouStov.

It is apparent that Justin’s quotation differs very widely from the 
reading of our Gospel. The same reading, with the exception of 
a single word, is found in the Clementine Homilies (xix. 2); that is 
to say, that “ Devil ” is substituted for “ Satan,” and this variation 
is not important. The agreement of the rest, on the other hand, 
seems to establish the conclusion that the quotation is from a 
written Gospel different from ours, and here we have further strong 
indications of Justin’s use of the Ebionite Gospel.

Another of the sayings of Jesus which are foreign to our 
Gospels is one in reference to the man who falls away from 
righteousness into sin, of whom Justin says : “ Wherefore also our 
Lord Jesus Christ said: In whatsoever things I may find you, in 
these I shall also judge you.”3 (Ato *ui o 1) per epos Kvpios 
’I i^rofs X/H<rT()s' eiwtv “ ’Ev OCS' dl' v/xas (caraAd/Juj, (V roiTrots 
«al Kpn’w.”) A  similar expression is used by some of 
the Fathers, and, in some cases, is ascribed to the prophets.5 
Clement of Alexandria has quoted a phrase closely resembling 
this without indicating the source. ’E<£’ ofs yap av tvpw vp.as, 
ejrrjo-lv, b r l  t o v t o i s  K ai Kptvio.* Grabe was of opinion that 
Justin derived the passage from the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews,5 an opinion shared by the greater number of modem 
critics, and which we are prepared to accept from many previous 
instances of agreement. Even the warmest asserters of the theory 
that the Memoirs are identical with our Gospels are obliged to 
admit that this saying of Jesus is not contained in them, and that 
it must have been derived from an extra-canonical source.

Other passages of a similar kind might have been pointed out,

1 Dial. 76. 2 lb. 47.
3 Grabe, Spicil. pair., i., p. 327 ; Fabricius, Cod. A fter. N . T., 1., p. 

333 f; >•-. P; SM-
4 Quis D iv. Safv., 40. 5 Spicil. Pair., i., p. 14, p. 327.
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but we have already devoted too much space to Justin’s quotations, 
and must hasten to a conclusion. There is one point, however, 
to which we must refer. We have more than once alluded to the 
fact that, unless in one place, Justin never mentions an author’s 
name in connection with the Memoirs of the Apostles. The 
exception to which we referred is the following :—Justin says: 
“ The statement also that he (Jesus) changed the name of Peter, 
one of the Apostles, and that this is also written in his Memoirs 
as having been done, together with the fact that he also changed 
the name of other two brothers, who were sons of Zebedee, to 
Boanerges ; that is, sons of Thunder,” etc.1 According to the 
usual language of Justin, and upon strictly critical grounds, the 
avrov  in this passage must be referred to Peter; and Justin, 
therefore, seems to ascribe the Memoirs to that Apostle, and to 
speak of a Gospel of Peter.* Some critics maintain that the 
avrov  does not refer to Peter, but to Jesus, or, more probable 
still, that it should be amended to aiVrwv, and apply to the 
Apostles. The great majority, however, are forced to admit the 
reference of the Memoirs to Peter, although they explain it, as we 
shall see, in different ways. It is argued by some that this expres
sion is used when Justin is alluding to the change of name, not 
only of Peter, but of the sons of Zebedee, the narrative of which 
is only found in the Gospel according to Mark. Now, Mark was 
held by many of the Fathers to have been the mere mouthpiece 
of Peter, and to have written at his dictation ;} so that, in fact, in 
calling the second Gospel by the name of the Apostle Peter, they 
argue, Justin merely adopted the tradition current in the early 
Church, and referred to the Gospel now known as the Gospel 
according to Mark. It must be evident, however, that, after 
admitting that Justin speaks of the Memoirs “ of Peter,” it is 
hasty in the extreme to conclude from the fact that the

'  Ktti TO ( I t f ix  fMTwvofjuiKfrai outox I Ierpox era tw x iirooThXuv, eai yeyp&fp- 
9at (T ro il d.TOfixTjfiovfvfiao'LX avrov yeyenj/iexox kal tovto, fie r i to1" «roi i \ \ o v t  
600 d&c\$ous vlovs 7.e^eSalou fixras fieruxofiaice'xai dvifian tov Boavepyls, S o tix  
I'ioi tipoxTT}!, k .t .  X. Dial. 106.

* In  the  course of explorations in Egypt in 1886-87 the fragm ent o f a  
Gospel was discovered at Akhm lm , the peculiarities o f which leave little 
doubt th a t it is part o f a “  Gospel according to P eter,’’ and bears singular 
analogies to  Jus tin ’s Memoirs, for it is w ritten in the first person : “ I , Simon 
Peter,”  etc. T he fragment is too short to perm it any considerable comparison 
with Justin ’s quotations, but some rem arkable coincidences exist, and many 
critics, am ongst whom may be m entioned H arnack , H ilgenfeld, J .  Rendel 
Harris, L ods, and Van M anen, consider that this Gospel was used by Justin . 
For full particulars see The Gospel According to Peter, which we separately 
published 1894 (Longm ans, G reen, & Co.).

3 Eusebius, H. E ., ii. 15, iii. 39, v. 8, vi. 14, 25 ; Irennsus, Adv. Htrr., 
iii. I .  § I ; T ertu llian , Adv. Marc., iv. 5 ;  H ieron. De Vir. III., I . Cf. 
Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N . T ., i., p. 375.
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mention of the sons of Zebedee being sumamed Boanerges is only 
recorded in Mark iii. 17, and not in the other canonical Gospels, 
that, therefore, the Memoirs of Peter and our Gospel according to 
Mark are one and the same. We shall, hereafter, in examining 
the testimony of Papias, see that the Gospel according to Mark, 
of which the Bishop of Hierapolis speaks, was not our canonical 
Mark at all. It would be very singular indeed,-on this hypothesis, 
that Justin should not have quoted a single passage from the only 
Gospel whose author he names, and the number of times he seems 
to quote from a Petrine Gospel, which was quite different from 
Mark, confirms the inference that he cannot possibly here refer to 
our second Gospel. It is maintained, therefore, by numerous 
other critics that Justin refers to a Gospel according to Peter or 
according to the Hebrews, and not to Mark.

We learn from Eusebius that Serapion, who became Bishop of 
Antioch about a.t>. 190, composed a book on the Gospel, 
called “ according to Peter” { ittp l to v  k ty o /jivo v  K ara  Yltrpov  
tmyytAtov), which he found in circulation in his diocese. At 
first Serapion had permitted the use of this Gospel, as it evidently 
was much prized, but he subsequently condemned it as a work 
favouring Docetic views, and containing many things superadded 
to the Doctrine of the Saviour.1 Origen likewise makes mention 
of the Gospel according to Peter ( t o ?  ortytypa p p tvo v  Kara. 
U erpov (v a y y ik io v )  as agreeing with the tradition of the 
Hebrews.’ But its relationship to the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews becomes more clear when Theodoret states that the 
Nazarenes made use of the Gospel according to Peter, 3 for we 
know by the testimony of the Fathers generally that the Nazarene 
Gospel was that commonly called the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews (EmyyeAiov ku.8’ 'E/J/xu'oi>s). The same Gospel was in 
use amongst the Ebionites, and in fact, as almost all critics 
are agreed, the Gospel according to the Hebrews, under various 
names, such as the Gospel according to Peter, according to the 
Apostles, the Nazarenes, Ebionites, Egyptians, &c., with modi
fications certainly, but substantially the same work, was circulated 
very widely throughout the early Church.4 A quotation occurs 
in the so-called Epistle of Ignatius to the Smymaeans, to which

'  Eusebius, H. E .,  vi. 12 ; cf. H ieron ., De Vir. III., 41.
2 Ad. M att. xiii. 54-56. H e couples it w ith the Book o f Jam es, or the 

Protevangclium Jacobi.
3 Hitret. Fab., ii. 2 ; cf. H ieron. lib. vi. Comment, in  Ezech. xviii., in M att, 

xii. 13 ; De Vir. III., 2. T he Marcosians also used this G ospel, and we have 
seen them in agreem ent with Justin ’s quotation ; cf. p. 254 ff.

4 Eusebius, H. E .,  iii. 2 5 ; Epiphanius, H e r ., xxx. 1 3 ; H ieron ., A dv. 
Pelag., iii. 1, ad M att. vi. i t ,  xii. 13, xxiii. 35 ; T heodoret, H a rd . Fab., ii. 2 ; 
Ambrose, Proem. E v . Luca.
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we have already referred, which is said by Origen to be in the 
work called the Teaching of Peter1 (AiSa^rj lU rp o v), but Jerome 
states that it is taken from the Hebrew Gospel of the Nazarenes.4 
Delitzsch finds traces of the Gospel according to the Hebrews 
before a .d . 1 3 0  in the Talmud.3 Eusebius4 informs us that 
Papias narrated a story regarding a woman accused before the 
Lord of many sins which was contained in the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews.5 The same writer likewise states that Hegesippus, 
who came to Rome and commenced his public career under 
Anicetus, quoted from the same Gospel.6 The evidence of this 
“ ancient and apostolic ” man is very important, for, although he 
evidently attaches great value to tradition, does not seem to 
know of any canonical Scriptures of the New Testament, and, like 
Justin, apparently rejected the Apostle Paul, he still regarded the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews with respect, and probably 
made exclusive use of it. The best critics consider that this 
Gospel was the evangelical work used by the author of the 
Clementine Homilies. Cerinthus and Carpocrates made use of 
a form of it,7 and there is good reason to suppose that Tatian, 
like his master Justin, used the same Gospel; indeed, his Diates- 
saron, we are told, was by some called the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews.8 Clement of Alexandria quotes it as an authority, 
with quite the same respect as the other Gospels. He says : “ So 
also in the Gospel according to the Hebrews : ‘ He who wonders 
shall reign,’ it is written, ‘and he who reigns shall rest.’”® A form 
of this Gospel, “ according to the Egyptians,” is quoted in the 
second Epistle of pseudo-Clement of Rome, as we are informed 
by the Alexandrian Clement, who likewise quotes the same 
passage.10 Origen frequently made use of the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews,” and that it long enjoyed great consideration in

1 De Princip. Prcef., § 8.
2 H ieron ., Proem, in  Esaia, xviii., De Vir. III., 16; cf. Fabricius, Cod. 

Apocr. N. T ., i., p. 359 f. A similar passage was in the Klipvyua lUrpov. 
cf. H ilgenfeld, Die E w . Justin 's , p. 249. C redner, Beitrcige, i., p. 407 f.

3 Tract. Sabbath, f .  116; Delitzsch, N . Unters. Ensl. kan. E w .,  p. 18.
4 Eusebius, H. E .,  iii. 39.
5 T h is  is generally believed to be the episode inserted in the fourth Gospel, 

viiL 1-11, but not originally belonging to it.
6 Eusebius, H. E .,  iv. 22.
7 E piphanius, Hoer., xxvii. 5, cf. xxx. 26, xxx. 14. Cf. D e W ette, E inl. 

N. E ., p. I i 6 f . ,  119; Schwegler, Das m u  hap. Zeit., i., p. 204.
* E piphanius, Herr., xlvi. I.
* 5 ear rip raff ’Eftpalous (vayyfXlip “  0 Sav/ibaat rfcKriXeiWt,’’ ybyparrau, 

“ red b f3aai\cv<rtu araTavtijoertu." Clem. A l., Strom., ii. 9, § 45.
“  2 Ep. ad Corinth., xii. ; cf. Clem. A l., Strom., iii. 9, § 13.
"  Evangelium quoque, quod appellatur secundum Hebrceos....... quo et

Origenes scepe utitur. H ieron. De Vir. III., 2 ; Origen, in /o h .,  vol. iv ., 63, 
M a tt. xix. 19, vol. i i i . 'p .  771, etc.
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the Church is proved by the fact that Theodoret found it in 
circulation not only amongst heretics, but also amongst orthodox 
Christian communities ;■ and even in the fourth century Eusebius 
records doubts as to the rank of this Gospel amongst Christian 
books, speaking of it under the second class in which some 
reckoned the Apocalypse of John.’ Later still Jerome translated 
it ;3 whilst Nicephorus inserts it, in his Stichometry, not amongst 
the Apocrypha, but amongst the Antilegomena, or merely doubtful 
books of the New Testament, along with the Apocalypse of John. 
In such repute was this Gospel amongst the earliest Christian 
communities that it was generally believed to be the original of 
the Greek Gospel of Matthew. Irenaeus states that the Ebionites 
used solely the Gospel according to Matthew and reject the 
Apostle Paul, asserting that he was an apostate from the law.'* 
We know from statements regarding the Ebionites5 that this 
Gospel could not have been our Gospel according to Matthew, 
and besides both Clement6 of Alexandria and Origen7 call it the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews. Eusebius, however, still more 
clearly identifies it, as we have seen above. Repeating the 
statements of Irenaeus, he says: “ These indeed [the Ebionites] 
thought that all the Epistles of the Apostle [Paul] should be 
rejected, calling him an apostate from the law; making use only 
of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, they took little 
account of the rest.”8 Epiphanius calls both the Gospel of the 
Ebionites and of the Nazarenes the “ Gospel according to the 
Hebrews,” and also the Gospel according to Matthew,9 as does 
also Theodoret.10 Jerome translated the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews both into Greek and Latin,” and it is clear that his 
belief was that this Gospel, a copy of which he found in the 
library collected at Caesarea by the Martyr Pamphilus (+309), was 
the Hebrew original of Matthew; and in support of this view he 
points out that it did not follow the version of the LXX. in its 
quotations from the Old Testament, but quoted directly from the

1 Fab. Hier., i. 20; cf. Epiphanius,/f tc r .,  xlvi. I.
3 Eusebius, H.E. , iii. 25. Il is very doubtful indeed whether he does not say 

that some class it amongst the o/iokoyov/iera, whilst himself placing it in the 
second class. Cf. Guericke, Gcsammtgesch. N . T ., p. 219; Schwegler, Fas 
n ax hap. 7,eitalter, i., p. 211, anm. I.

3 De Vir. III., 2. * Adv. Hter., i. 26, § 2 ; cf. iii. 12, § 7.
5 Origen, Contra Cels., v. 61 ; Eusebius, H . E ., iii. 27.
6 Strom., ii. 9, § 45.
7 In Joh. t. ii. 6 (Op. iv., p. 63 f.), Horn, in Jerem., xv. 4 ; cf. Hieron., in

Mich. vii. 6 ; in Es. xl. 12, De Vir. III., 2. 8 H . E . , iii. 27.
9 Hirr., xxx. 3 ; cf. H<er. xxix. 9, xxx. 14. IO H er. Fab., ii. 1.
"  Evange/ium quoque, quod appellatur secundum Hebrceos, et a me nuper in  

gritcum lalinumque sermoncm translatum est, quo et Origcnes setpe u titur, etc. 
llicron., De Vir. III. 2 ; cf. A  dr. Pelag., 1.
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Hebrew.1 An attempt has been made to argue that, later, Jerome 
became doubtful of this view, but it seems to us that this is not 
the case, and certainly Jerome in his subsequent writings states 
that it was generally held to be the original of Matthew.3 That 
this Gospel was not identical with the Greek Matthew is evident 
both from the quotations of Jerome and others, and also from the 
fact that Jerome considered it worth while to translate it twice. 
If the Greek Gospel had been an accurate translation of it, of 
course there could not have been inducement to make another. 
As we shall hereafter see, the belief was universal in the early 
Church that Matthew wrote his Gospel in Hebrew. Attempts 
have been made to argue that the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews was first written in Greek and then translated into 
Hebrew, but the reasons advanced seem quite insufficient and 
arbitrary, and it is contradicted by the whole tradition of the 
Fathers.

It is not necessary for our purpose to enter fully here into the 
question of the exact relation of our canonical Gospel according 
to Matthew to the Gospel according to the Hebrews. It is 
sufficient for us to point out that we meet with the latter before 
Matthew’s Gospel, and that the general opinion of the early 
Church was that it was the original of the canonical Gospel. This 
opinion, as Schweglers remarks, is supported by the fact that 
tradition assigns the origin of both Gospels to Palestine, and that 
both were intended for Jewish Christians, and exclusively used by 
them. That the two works, however originally related, had by 
subsequent manipulation become distinct, although still amidst 
much variation preserving some substantial affinity, cannot be 
doubted; and, in addition to the evidence already cited, we may 
point out that in the Stichometry of Nicephorus the Gospel 
according to Matthew is said to have 2,500 oti'xoi, whilst that 
according to the Hebrews has only 2,200.

Whether this Gospel formed one of the writings of the 11-0A.A.01 
of Luke it is not our purpose to inquire ; but enough has been

1 Porro ipsum hebraicum ( Matthcei) habetur usque hodie in Casariensi 
bibliotheca quatn Pampkilus martyr studios is si me confecit, mi hi quoque 
a Nazarctis qui in Bercta, urbe Syria hoc volumine utuntur, cUscribctidi 
facultas fusty in quo animadvertendum t quod tibicunquc Evangelista sive 
tx persona Domini Sa/vatoris veteris Scriptura testimoniis utitury non 
sequatur LXX translatorum auctoritatem sed hebraicam. etc. De Vir. 
///., 3.

3 In Evangelio juxta Hebrceos quod Chaldaico quidem Syroque sermone sed 
hebraicis Uteris scriptum esl, quo utuntur usque hodie Nazareni secundum 
Apostolosy sive ut plerique autumant juxta Matthceum quod et in Casariensi 
habetur Bibliotheca, narrat historiay etc. Hieron., Adv. Pelag.y iii. 2 ; cf. 
Comment, in Esaiay xi. 2, ad. Matt. xii. 13.

3 Das nachap. Zeitaltery i., p. 241.
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said to prove that it was one of the most ancient and most valued 
evangelical works, and to show the probability that Justin Martyr, 
a Jewish Christian living amongst those who are known to have 
made exclusive use of this Gospel, may well, like his contemporary 
Hegesippus, have used the Gospel according to the Hebrews ; 
and this probability is, as we have seen, greatly strengthened by 
the fact that many of his quotations agree with passages which we 
know to have been contained in i t ; whilst, on the other hand, 
almost all differ from our Gospels, presenting generally, however, a 
greater affinity to the (k>spel according to Matthew, as we might 
expect, than to the other two. It is clear that the title “ Gospel 
according to the Hebrews ” cannot have been its actual super
scription, but merely was a name descriptive of the readers for 
whom it was prepared, or amongst whom it chiefly circulated, and 
it is most probable that it originally bore no other title than “ The 
Gospel ” ( to  e ivL yycK iov ) ,  to which were added the different 
designations under which we find it known amongst different com
munities.1 We have already seen that Justin speaks of “ The 
Gospel,” and seems to refer to the Memoirs of Peter, both 
distinguishing appellations of this Gospel; but there is another of 
the names borne by the “ Gospel according to the Hebrews,” 
which singularly recalls the Memoirs of the Apostles, by which 
Justin prefers to call his evangelical work. It was called the Gospel 
according to the Apostles (evuyyeA.iot' K ara  roi>s dtroo-roAovs), 
and, in short, comparing Justin’s Memoirs with this Gospel, we find 
at once similarity of contents, and even of name.3

It is not necessary, however, for the purposes of this examina
tion to dwell more fully upon the question as to what specific 
Gospel, now no longer extant, Justin employed. We have shown 
that there is no evidence that he made use of any of our Gospels, 
and he cannot, therefore, be cited even to prove their existence, 
and much less to attest the authenticity and character of records 
whose authors he does not once name. On the other hand, it has 
been made evident that there were other Gospels, now lost, but 
which then enjoyed the highest consideration, from which his 
quotations might have been, and probably were, taken. We have 
seen that Justin’s Memoirs of the Apostles contained facts of Gospel 
history unknown to our Gospels, which were contained in apocry
phal works, and notably in the Gospel according to the Hebrews;

' Schwegler, Das nachap. Zeitalter, i., p. 202 ; Baur, Unters. tan. E w .,  
P- 573-

3 Schwegler rightly remarks that if it can be shown that Justin even once 
made use of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, or any other uncanonical 
source, there is no ground for asserting that he may not always have done so. 
Das nachap. Zeit, i., p. 229 f. j Crqdner, Beitrage, i., p. 229; Hilgenfeld, DU 
E w . Justin's, p. 256 f.
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that they further contained matter contradictory to our Gospels, 
and sayings of Jesus not contained in them ; and that his quota
tions, although so numerous, systematically vary from similar 
passages in our Gospels. No theory of quotation from memory 
can satisfactorily account for these phenomena, and the reasonable 
conclusion is that Justin did not make use of our Gospels, but 
quoted from another source. In no case can the testimony of 
Justin afford the requisite support to the Gospels as records of 
miracles and of a Divine Revelation.
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CHAPTER IV.

HEGESIPPUS—PAPIAS OF HIERAPOL1S

W e  now turn to Hegesippus, one of the contemporaries of Justin, 
and, like him, a Palestinian Jewish Christian. Most of our 
information regarding him is derived from Eusebius, who fortu
nately gives rather copious extracts from his writings. Hegesippus 
was bom in Palestine, of Jewish parents,1 and in all probability 
belonged to the primitive community of Jerusalem. In order to 
make himself thoroughly acquainted with the state of the Church, 
he travelled widely and came to Rome when Anicetus was Bishop. 
Subsequently he wrote a work of historical Memoirs, virofiinjuaTa, 
in five books, and thus became the first ecclesiastical historian of 
Christianity. This work is lost, but portions have been preserved 
to us by Eusebius, and one other fragment is also extant. It must 
have been, in part at least, written after the succession of 
Eleutherus to the Roman bishopric (a.d. 1 7 7 - 1 9 3 ) ,  as that event 
is mentioned in the book itself, and his testimony is allowed by all 
critics to date from an advanced period of the second half of the 
second century.

The testimony of Hegesippus is of great value, not only as that 
of a man born near the primitive Christian tradition, but also as 
that of an intelligent traveller amongst many Christian com
munities. Eusebius evidently held him in high estimation as 
recording the unerring tradition of the Apostolic preaching in the 
most simple style of composition,2 and as a writer of authority who 
was “ contemporary with the first successors of the Apostles ” 3 
(ejrl rijs irpwTTjs twv o.tto<tto\ wv ycvofitvos SiaSo^ijs). Any 
indications, therefore, which we may derive from information 
regarding him, and from the fragments of his writings which 
survive, must be of peculiar importance for our inquiry.

As might have been expected from a convert from Judaism* 
(irarurTcvKtos ‘E/SpatW), we find in Hegesippus manifest 
evidences of general tendency to the Jewish side of Christianity. 
For him, “ James, the brother of the Lord,” was the chief of the

1 Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 22.
3 rrji' awXavij xapddoaiP rov cltootoXikou K’qpvyp.arot dTXowrrdrfl <rvrra£et 

ypa<f>r}i u T O /u v T j/ia ru ra ju e v o y , k . t . X .  Eusebius, H .  E . ,  iv. 8 .
3 Eusebius, H '. E ., ii. 23 : cf. Hieron. De Vir. III., 22.
4 Eusebius, H. E .t iv. 22.
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Apostles, and he states that he had received the government of 
the Church after the death of Jesus.1 The account which he gives 
of him is remarkable. “ He was holy from his mother’s womb. 
He drank neither wine nor strong drink, nor ate he any living 
thing. A razor never went upon his head, he anointed not 
himself with oil, and did not use a bath. He alone was allowed 
to enter into the Holies. For he did not wear woollen garments, 
but linen. And he alone entered into the Sanctuary, and was 
wont to be found upon his knees seeking forgiveness on behalf of 
the people ; so that his knees became hard like a camel’s, through 
his constant kneeling in supplication to God, and asking for 
forgiveness for the people. In consequence of his exceeding 
great righteousness he was called Righteous and ‘ Oblias,’ that is, 
Protector of the people and Righteousness, as the prophets 
declare concerning him,”2 and so on. Throughout the whole of 
his account of James, Hegesippus describes him as a mere Jew, 
and as frequenting the temple, and even entering the Holy of 
Holies as a Jewish High Priest. Whether the account be 
apocryphal or not is of little consequence here; it is clear that 
Hegesippus sees no incongruity in it, and that the difference 
between the Jew and the Christian was extremely small. The 
head of the Christian community could assume all the duties of 
the Jewish High Priest,3 and his Christian doctrines did not offend 
more than a small party amongst the Jews.

We are not, therefore, surprised to find that his rule (xaiw ) 
of orthodoxy in the Christian communities which he visited was 
“ the Law, the Prophets, and the Lord.” Speaking of the result 
of his observations during his travels, and of the succession of 
Bishops in Rome, he says: “ The Corinthian Church has
continued in the true faith until Primus, now Bishop of Corinth. 
I conversed with him on my voyage to Rome, and stayed many days 
with the Corinthians, during which time we were refreshed together 
with true doctrine. Arrived in Rome, I composed the succession 
until Anicetus, whose deacon was Eleutherus. After Anicetus 
succeeded Soter, and afterwards- Eleutherus. But with every 
succession, and in every city, that prevails which the Law, and 
the Prophets, and the Lord enjoin.”'* The test of true doctrine 
(opdos Aoyos) with Hegesippus, as with Justin, therefore, is no 
New Testament Canon, which does not yet exist for him, but the 
Old Testament, the only Holy Scriptures which he acknowledges, 
and the words of the Lord himself, which, as in the case of

1 Eusebios, H. £ . ,  ii. 23. 2 Euseb., H. £ . ,  ii. 23.
3 Epiphanius also has the tradition that James alone, as High Priest, once a 

year went into the Holy of Holies. Hter., lxxviii. 13; cf. 14; xxix. 4.
4 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 22.
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Jewish Christians like Justin, were held to be established 
by, and in direct conformity with, the Old Testament. He 
carefully transmits the unerring tradition of apostolic preaching 
(ti]v airXavij TrapaSowiv rod djroo-roAtKoi KjjpvypaTos), but he 
apparently knows nothing of any canonical series even of apostolic 
epistles.

The care with which Eusebius searches for information regard
ing the books of the New Testament in early writers, and his 
anxiety to produce any evidence concerning their composition 
and authenticity, render his silence upon the subject almost as 
important as his distinct utterance when speaking of such a man 
as Hegesippus. Now, while Eusebius does not mention that 
Hegesippus refers to any of our canonical Gospels or Epistles, he 
very distinctly states that he made use in his writings of the 
“ Gospel according to the Hebrews ” (Ik re tov rati’ 'Efipauns
€i<ayytkiov....... ru'd TiOrfriv). It may be well, however, to
give his remarks in a consecutive form. “ He sets forth some 
matters from the Gospel according to the Hebrews and the Syriac, 
and particularly from the Hebrew language, showing that he was a 
convert from among the Hebrews, and other things he records 
as from unwritten Jewish tradition. And not only he, but also 
Irenaeus, and the whole body of the ancients, called the Proverbs 
of Solomon : all-virtuous Wisdom. And regarding the so-called 
Apocrypha, he states that some of them had been forged in his 
own time by certain heretics.”1

It is clear that Eusebius, who quotes with so much care the 
testimony of Papias, a man of whom he speaks disparagingly, 
regarding the composition of the first two Gospels, would not have 
neglected to have availed himself of the evidence of Hegesippus, 
for whom he has so much respect, had that writer furnished him 
with any opportunity, and there can be no doubt that he found no 
facts concerning the origin and authorship of our Gospels in his 
writings. It is, on the other hand, reasonable to infer that 
Hegesippus exclusively made use of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, together with unwritten tradition. In the passage 
regarding the Gospel according to the Hebrews, as even Lardner2 
conjectures, the text of Eusebius is in all probability confused, and 
he doubtless said what Jerome later found to be the fact, that 
“ the Gospel according to the Hebrews is written in the Chaldaic 
and Syriac (or Syro-Chaldaic) language, but with Hebrew 
characters.”3 It is in this sense that Rufinus translates it. It

1 H. E ., iv. 22.
2 Credibility, etc., Works, ii., p. 144.
3 In Evangelio ju x ta  Hebraos quod Chaldaico quidem Syroque sermone sed 

hebraicis literis scriptum est, etc. Adv. Pelag., iii. I.
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may not be inappropriate to point out that fragments of the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews which have been preserved 
show the same tendency to give some pre-eminence to James 
amongst the Apostles which we observe in Hegesippus.1 It has 
been argued by a few that the words, “ and regarding the so-called 
Apocrypha, he states that some of them had been forged in his 
own times by certain heretics,” are contradictory to his attributing 
authority to the Gospel according to the Hebrews, or at least that 
they indicate some distinction amongst Christians between recog
nised and apocryphal works. The apocryphal works referred to, 
however, are clearly Old Testament Apocrypha.2 The words are 
introduced by the statemeut that Hegesippus records matters “ as 
from unwritten Jewish tradition,” and then proceeds, “ and not 
only he, but also Irenaeus and the whole body of the ancients, 
called the Proverbs of Solomon: all-virtuous wisdom.” Then 
follow the words, “ And with regard to the so-called Apocrypha,” 
etc., evidently passing from the work just mentioned to the Old 
Testament Apocrypha, several of which stand also in the name of 
Solomon, and it is not improbable that amongst these were 
included the Ascensio Esaiie and the Apocalypsis Elite, to which is 
referred a passage which Hegesippus, in a fragment preserved by 
Photius,  ̂ strongly repudiates. As Hegesippus does not, so far as 
we know, mention any canonical work of the New Testament, but 
takes as his rule of faith the Law, the Prophets, and the words of 
the Lord, probably as he finds them in the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews, quotes also Jewish tradition and discusses the 
Proverbs of Solomon, the only possible conclusion at which we 
can reasonably arrive is that he spoke of Old Testament Apocrypha. 
There cannot be a doubt that Eusebius would have recorded 
his repudiation of New Testament “ Apocrypha,” regarding which 
he so carefully collects information, and his consequent recognition 
of New Testament canonical works implied in such a distinction.

We must now see how far in the fragments of the works of 
Hegesippus which have been preserved to us there are references 
to assist our inquiry. In his account of certain surviving members 
of the family of Jesus who were brought before Domitian, 
Hegesippus says : “ For Domitian feared the appearing of the 
Christ as much as Herod.”4 It has been argued that this may be 
an allusion to the massacre of the children by Herod related in

1 Cf. Hieron. De Vir. II/., 2.
* Even Dr. Westcott admits : “  There is indeed nothing to show distinctly 

that he refers to the apocryphal books of the New Testament, but there is 
nothing to limit his words to the O ld” (On the Canon, p. 184).

3 Bib/., 232 ; cf. Routh, Reliq. Sacra, 1846, i., p. 281 f.
4 e(fiofteiro ydp rrjp rapovolav rov Xpurrov, ws koI Hpwdrjs. Euseb., H. £ . ,

i ii .  2 a
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Matt, ii., more especially as it is doubtful whether the parallel 
account to that contained in the first two chapters of the first 
Gospel existed in the oldest forms of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews.1 But the tradition which has been preserved in our 
first Synoptic may have formed part of many other evangelical 
works, in one shape or another, and certainly cannot be claimed 
with reason exclusively for that Gospel. This argument, there
fore, has no weight, and it obviously rests upon the vaguest 
conjecture.

The principal passages which apologists2 adduce as references 
to our Gospels occur in the account which Hegesippus gives of 
the martyrdom of James the Just. The first of these is the reply 
which James is said to have made to the Scribes and Pharisees: 
“ Why do ye ask me concerning Jesus the Son of Man? He sits 
in heaven on the right hand of great power, and is about to come 
on the clouds of heaven.”-* This is compared with Matt. xxvi. 64 : 
“ From this time ye shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right 
hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”4 It is not 
necessary to point out the variations between these two passages, 
which are obvious. If we had not the direct intimation that 
Hegesippus made use of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
which no doubt contained this passage, it would be apparent 
that a man who valued tradition so highly might well have 
derived it from that source. This is precisely one of those 
sayings which were most current in the early Church, whose 
hope and courage were sustained amid persecution and suffer
ing by such Chiliastic expectations, with which, according to 
the apostolic injunction, they comforted each other.* In any case, 
the words do not agree with the passage in the first Gospel; and 
with such discrepancy, without any evidence that Hegesippus 
knew anything of our Gospels, but, on the contrary, with 
the knowledge that he made use of the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews, we must decide that any such quotations must rather 
be derived from it than from our Gospels.

It is scarcely necessary to say anything regarding the phrase, 
“ for we and all the people testify to thee that thou art just, and 
that thou respectest not persons.”6 Dr. Westcott points out

1 Cf. Epiphanius, Herr., xxix. 9 ;  Hieron., De Vir. / / / . ,8 ,  Comm, ad Malt. 
ii. 6, xii. 13, ad Es. xi. I ; ad Habac., iii. 3.

2 Westcott, On the Canon, p. 182, note 4.
3 Ti fie IreparraTC Tcpl 'Iijffou roe L'iCHj roe dvdpurrov ; icai auris tddprai b  Tip 

gvparip b  Se(iuy rijs peyaX-qt Suvdpeut, Kod /UXXfi tpxrodai nrt r<3r yeifxXwy rot’ 
oil pay ov. Euseb., H. £ . ,  ii. 23.

4 dr’ Aprt 6dcede rby vldr too arOpilnrov Ka&qptvoy b  3e£iwy ttjs iv r a p tu t  teal 
ipX&ptvor i r l  ru r  reipcXwr too od parol1. Matt. xxvi. 64

3 I Thess. iv. 18. 6 Euseb., H. E ., ii 23.
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that Kal ov kapfiavus jrpocronrov only occurs in Luke xx. 21, 
and Galatians ii. 6 but the similarity of this single phrase, which 
is not given as a quotation, but in a historical form put into the 
mouth of those who are addressing James, cannot be accepted 
as evidence of a knowledge of Luke. The episode of the
tribute money is generally ascribed to the oldest form of 
the Gospel history, and, although the other two Synoptics3 read 
fikeircis tl<; for Aa/x/8av<is, there is no ground for asserting 
that some of the ttoXXoi who preceded Luke did not use the 
latter form, and as little for asserting that it did not so stand, for 
instance, in the Gospel according to the Hebrews. The employ
ment of the same expression in the Epistle, moreover, at once 
deprives the Gospel of any individuality in its use.

Hegesippus represents the dying James as kneeling down and 
praying for those who were stoning him : “ I beseech (thee), Lord 
God Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do ” 
(IlapaKaXo), Kvpit Gee jrorep, a</>es axrrdiv ot’> yap olSatri 
tI TotoiVtv).3 This is compared with the prayer which Luke4 
puts into the mouth of Jesus on the cross : “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they d o ” (Ylartp, acjxq adrots- 
oi> yap oi&atriv r i  TToioinriv), and it is assumed from this 
partial coincidence that Hegesippus was acquainted with the third 
of our canonical Gospels. We are surprised to see an able and 
accomplished critic like Hilgenfeld adopting such a conclusion 
without either examination or argument of any kind.5 Such a 
deduction is totally unwarranted by the facts of the case, and if 
the partial agreement of a passage in such a Father with a 
historical expression in a Gospel which, alone out of many 
previously existent, has come down to us can be considered evi
dence of the acquaintance of the Father with that particular 
Gospel, the function of criticism is at an end.

It may here be observed that the above passage of Luke xxiii. 
34 is omitted altogether from the Vatican MS. and Codex D  
(Bezte), and in the Codex Sinaiticus its position is of a very 
doubtful character.5 The Codex Alexandrinus which contains it

' On the Canon, p. 182, note 4. 3 Matt. xxii. 16 ; Mark xii. 14.
3 Euseb., H. E ., ii. 23. 4 xxiii. 34.
5 Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1863, p. 354, p. 360, anm. I ; Die E w . Justin's, 

p. 369 ; Der Kanon, p. 28. In each of these places the bare assertion is 
made, and the reader is referred to the other passages. In fact, there is 
merely a circle of references to mere unargued assumptions. Bunsen (Bibel- 
wert, viii., p. 543) repeats the assertion of Hilgenfeld, and refers to the 
passages above, where, however, as we have stated, no attempt whatever is 
made to establish the truth of the assumption. Cf. Scholten, Die alt. Zeug- 
msse, p. 19; Het Paulin. Evangelie, p. 3.

6 The passage is put within brackets by Lachmann, and within double 
brackets by Westcott and Hort.
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omits the word vartp.1 Luke’s Gospel was avowedly composed 
after many other similar works were already in existence, and we 
know from our Synoptics how closely such writings often followed 
each other, and drew from the same sources.2 If any historical 
character is conceded to this prayer of Jesus, it is natural to 
suppose that it must have been given in at least some of these 
numerous Gospels which have unfortunately perished. No one 
could reasonably assert that our third Gospel is the only one 
which ever contained the passage. It would be unwarrantable to 
affirm, for instance, that it did not exist in the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, which Hegesippus employed. On the supposition 
that the passage is historical, which apologists at least will not 
dispute, what could be more natural or probable than that such a 
prayer, “ emanating from the innermost soul of Jesus,”3 should 
have been adopted under similar circumstances by James his 
brother and successor, who certainly could not have derived it 
from Luke. The tradition of such words, expressing so much of 
the original spirit of Christianity, setting aside for the moment 
written Gospels, could scarcely fail to have remained fresh in the 
mind of the early Church, and more especially in the primitive 
community among whom they were uttered, and of which Hege
sippus was himself a later member; and they would certainly 
have been treasured by one who was so careful a collector and 
transmitter of “ the unerring tradition of the apostolic preaching.” 
No saying is more likely to have been preserved by tradition, both 
from its own character, brevity, and origin, and from the circum
stances under which it was uttered, and there can be no reason 
for limiting it amongst written records to Luke’s Gospel. The 
omission of the prayer from very important codices of Luke 
further weakens the claim of that Gospel to the passage. Beyond 
these general considerations, however, there is the important and 
undoubted fact that the prayer which Hegesippus represents 
James as uttering does not actually agree with the prayer of Jesus in 
the third Gospel. So far from proving the use of Luke, therefore, this 
merely fragmentary and partial agreement, on the contrary, rather 
proves that he did not know that Gospel, for on the supposition of 
his making use of the third Synoptic at all for such a purpose, and not 
simply giving the prayer which James may in reality have uttered, 
why did he not quote the prayer as he actually found it in Luke?

* The Clementine Homilies give the prayer of Jesus : ndrep, Sjpes avroti 
r is ApapWas avrwr, k. t.X. Horn., xi. 20.

2 The passage we are considering was certainly not an original addition by 
the author of our present third gospel, but was derived from earlier sources. 
Cf. Ewald, Die drei ersten E w . , p. J 50.

3 “  Gam aus dem innersten Geiste Jesus' geschSpft." Ewald, Die drei erst. 
E w .,  p. 361.
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We have still to consider a fragment of Hegesippus preserved to 
us by Stephanus Gobarus, a learned monophysite of the sixth 
century, which reads as follows : “ That the good things prepared 
for the righteous neither eye saw', nor ear heard, nor entered they 
into the heart of man. Hegesippus, however, an ancient and 
apostolic man, how moved I know not, says in the fifth book of 
his Memoirs that these words are vainly spoken, and that those 
who say these things give the lie to the divine writings and to the 
Lord, saying : ‘ Blessed are your eyes that see, and your ears that 
hear,’ ” etc. (Maxaptoi ol o<fc&akfiol ifiwv ol /3A«tovt«, Kal rd <5ta  
v/kov ra aKovovra, Kal ra tfijs).1 We believe that we have here an 
expression of the strong prejudice against the Apostle Paul and 
his teaching, which continued for so long to prevail amongst 
Jewish Christians, and which is apparent in many writings of that 
period. The quotation of Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 9, differs materially 
from the Septuagint version of the passage in Isaiah lxiv. 4, and, 
as we have seen, the same passage quoted by Clement of Rome,2 
differs both from the version of the LXX. and from the epistle, 
although closer to the former. Jerome, however, found the 
passage in the apocryphal work called Ascensio Esaiap  and 
Origen, Jerome, and others, likewise ascribe it to the Apocafypsis 
Elia.* This, however, does not concern us here, and we have 
merely to examine the “ saying of the Lord,” which Hegesippus 
opposes to the passage : “ Blessed are your eyes that see and your 
ears that hear.” This is compared with Matt. xiii. 16, “ But 
blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear ” 
(vfuov Si fuiKapiot ol o<f>0aKpol on f3\ewoviriv, Kal ra wra vfuov oti 
oKovovo-tv), and also with Luke x. 23, “ Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things that ye see,” etc. We need not point out that the 
saying referred to by Hegesippus, whilst conveying the same sense 
as that in the two Gospels, differs from them both as they do from 
each other, and as we might expect a quotation taken from a different 
though kindred source, like the Gospel according to the Hebrews, 
to do. The whole of the passages which we have examined, 
indeed, exhibit the same natural variation.

We have already referred to the expressions of Hegesippus 
regarding the heresies in the early Church : “ From these sprang 
the false Christs, and false prophets, and false apostles, who divided 
the unity of the Church by corrupting doctrines concerning God 
and his Christ.”* We have shown how this recalls quotations in 
Justin of sayings of Jesus foreign to our Gospels, in common 
with similar expressions in the Clementine Homilies,b Apostolic

' Photius, Bibl. Cod., 232, col. 893.
3 Ep. ad Corinth, xxxiv. * Comm. E s., lxiv. 4.
4 Cf. Cotelerius, Pair. Apost., in m tis  ad. Constit. Apost., vi. 16.
5 Euseb., H. E ., iv. 22. 6 xvi. 21.
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Constitutions,1 and Clementine Recognitions* and we need not 
discuss the matter further. This community of reference, in a 
circle known to have made use of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, to matters foreign to our Synoptics, furnishes collateral 
illustration of the influence of that Gospel.

Tischendorf, who so eagerly searches for every trace, real or 
imaginary, of the use of our Gospels and of the existence of a New 
Testament Canon, passes over in silence, with the exception of a 
short note3 devoted to the denial that Hegesippus was opposed to 
Paul, this first writer of Christian Church history, whose evidence, 
could it have been adduced, would have been so valuable. He 
does not pretend that Hegesippus made use of the canonical 
Gospels, or knew of any other Holy Scriptures than those of the 
Old Testament; but, on the other hand, he does not mention that 
he possessed, and quoted from, the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews. There is no reason for supposing that Hegesippus 
found a New Testament Canon in any of the Christian commu
nities which he visited, and such a rule of faith certainly did not 
yet exist in Rome in a.d . 160-170. There is no evidence 
to show that Hegesippus recognised any other evangelical 
work than the Gospel according to the Hebrews, as the written 
source of his knowledge of the words of the Lord.

The testimony of Papias is of great interest and importance in 
connection with our inquiry, inasmuch as he is the first ecclesi
astical writer who mentions the tradition that Matthew and Mark 
composed written records of the life and teaching of Jesus; but 
no question has been more continuously contested than that of 
the identity of the works to which he refers with our actual 
canonical Gospels. Papias was Bishop of Hierapolis, in Phrygia,4 
in the first half of the second century, and is said to have suffered 
martyrdom under Marcus Aurelius about a .d . 164-167.5 About 
the middle of the second century he wrote a work in five books, 
entitled “ Exposition of the Lord’s Oracles ”6 (Aoylwv icvpiaxiav 
t£r}yrj<Tis), which, with the exception of a few fragments pre
served to us chiefly by Eusebius and Irenteus, is, unfortunately, 
no longer extant. In the preface to his book he stated : “ But I 
shall not hesitate also to set beside my interpretations all that I 
rightly learnt from the Presbyters, and rightly remembered, 
earnestly testifying to their truth; for I was not, like the multitude, 
taking pleasure in those who speak much, but in those who teach

1 vi. 18 ; cf. 18. 3 iv. 34.
3 Wann wurdcn, u. s. w ., p. 19.
* Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 36, 39; Hieron., De Vir. III., 18.
5 Chron. Pasch., i. 481. 6 Euseb., H. E ., iii. 39.
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the truth; nor in those who relate alien commandments, but in 
those who record those delivered by the Lord to the faith, and 
which come from the truth itself. If it happened that anyone 
came who had followed the Presbyters, I inquired minutely after 
the words of the Presbyters, what Andrew or what Peter said, or 
what Philip or what Thomas or James, or what John or Matthew, 
or what any other of the disciples of the Lord, and what Aristion 
and the Presbyter John, the disciples of the Lord, say ; for I held 
that what was to be derived from books did not so profit me as 
that from the living and abiding voice ”■ (Oi ytip  to. «  twv 
fiifjkliDv T<xrovTov fit  to<f>tX.elv Inrtkapjiavov, cktov r a  j a pa  fw rrrjs

K al p tvoi<cn)s). It is clear from this that Papias preferred 
tradition to any written works with which he was acquainted, 
that he attached little or no value to any Gospels with 
which he had met,2 and that he knew nothing of canonical 
Scriptures of the New Testament. His work was evidently 
intended to furnish a collection of the discourses of Jesus 
completed from oral tradition, with his own expositions; and 
this Ls plainly indicated, both by his own words and by the state
ments of Eusebius, who, amongst other things, mentions that 
Papias sets forth strange parables of the Saviour, and teachings 
of his from unwritten tradition ( I k  tra p a S d c re w y  uypa<f>ov)J It 
is not, however, necessary to discuss more closely the nature of 
the work, for there is no doubt that written collections of discourses 
of Jesus existed before it was composed, of which it is probable 
he made use.

The most interesting part of the work of Papias which is pre
served to us is that relating to Matthew and Mark. After stating 
that Papias had inserted in his book accounts of Jesus given by 
Aristion, of whom nothing is known, and by the Presbyter John, 
Eusebius proceeds to extract a tradition regarding Mark communi
cated by the latter. There has been much controversy as to the 
identity of the Presbyter John, some affirming him to have been

' Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iii. 39.
’ With reference to the last sentence of Papias, Tischendorf asks : “  What 

hooks does he refer to here, perhaps our Gospels? According to the 
expression this is not impossible, but from the whole character of the l>ook in 
the highest degree improbable” { IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 109). We 
know little or nothing of the “ whole character” of the book, and what we 
do know is contradictory to our Gospels. The natural and only reasonable 
course is to believe the express declaration of Papias, more especially as it is 
made, in this instance, as a prefatory statement of his belief.

3 H. £ . ,  iii. 39. Bleek (Einl. N. T ., 1866, p. 94), Credner (Reitrdgt, i., 
p. 23 f.; Gesrh. N. T. Kan., p. 27 f.), and others, consider that Papias used 
oral tradition solely or mainly in his work. Hilgenfeld (Zcitschr. w. Theol., 
1875, P- 2 3 8  f.; Einl. N. T ., 1875, p. S3 fF.) and others suppose that the 
Hebrew \6yia of Matthew were the lrnsis of his Exposition, together with 
tradition, but that he did not use any of our Gospels.
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the Apostle, but the great majority of critics deciding that he was 
a totally different person. Irenseus, who, sharing the Chiliastic 
opinions of Papias, held him in high respect, boldly calls him 
“ the hearer of John” (meaning the Apostle) “ and a companion 
of Polycarp ” (o ’hoavvov ptv aicoitrr^s, HoXvKapirov Si eTafpos 
ytyovu* ; ) b u t  this is expressly contradicted by Eusebius, 
who points out that, in the preface to his book, Papias by no 
means asserts that he was himself a hearer of the Apostles, but 
merely that he received their doctrines from those who had 
personally known them f  and, after making the quotation from 
Papias which we have given above, he goes on to point out that 
the name of John is twice mentioned—once together with Peter, 
James, and Matthew and the other Apostles, “ evidently the Evan
gelist,” and the other John he mentions separately, ranking him 
amongst those who are not Apostles, and placing Aristion before 
him, distinguishing him clearly by the name of Presbyter.* He 
further refers to the statement of the great Bishop of Alexandria, 
Dionysius,4 that at Ephesus there were two tombs, each bearing 
the name of John, thereby leading to the inference that there were 
two men of the name.* There can be no doubt that Papias 
himself, in the passage quoted, mentions two persons of the name 
of John, distinguishing the one from the other, and classing the 
one amongst the Apostles and the other after Aristion, an unknown 
“ disciple of the Lord,” and, but for the phrase of Irenaeus, so 
characteristically uncritical and assumptive, there probably never 
would have been any doubt raised as to the meaning of the 
passage. The question is not of importance to us, and we may 
leave it with the remark that a writer who suffered martyrdom 
under Marcus Aurelius, c. a.d . 165, can scarcely have been a hearer 
of the Apostles.6

The account which the Presbyter John is said to have given of 
Mark’s Gospel is as follows : “ ‘ This also the Presbyter said : 
Mark, having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote accurately 
whatever he remembered, though he did not arrange in order the

1 Adv. Hter., v. 33, § 4. 3 Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 39.
3 Euseb., H. E ., iii. 39. Cf. Hieron. De Vir. III., 18.
* lb ., H. E ., vii. Proem.
5 lb ., vii. 25. Cf. Hieron. De Vir. 111., 9.
6 Ewald, Gesch. Voiles h r .,  vii., p. 226, anm. I ; Tischendorf, IVattn 

wurden, u. s. re., p. 105. Dr. Lightfoot argues that the Chronicon Paschale, 
from which this date is derived, has inserted the name of Papias in mistake 
for Papylus, which stands in the History o f Eusebius (iv. 15), from which, he 
contends, the author of the Chronicle derived his information. He, there
fore, concludes that the above date may henceforth l>e dismissed, and at once 
proceeds in a singularly arbitrary manner to fix dates for the career of Papias 
which he considers more acceptable. The matter does not require elaborate 
argument here. Cf. Lightfoot, Contemp. Rev., 1875, p. 381 ff
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things which were either said or done by Christ. For he neither 
heard the Lord, nor followed him ; but afterwards, as I said,' 
accompanied Peter, who adapted his teaching to the occasion, and 
not as making a consecutive record of the lord’s oracles. Mark, 
therefore, committed no error in thus writing down some things as 
he remembered them. For of one point he was careful, to omit 
none of the things which he heard, and not to narrate any of 
them falsely.’ These facts Papias relates concerning Mark.”2 
The question to decide is, whether the work here described is our 
canonical Gospel or not.

The first point in this account is the statement that Mark was 
the interpreter of Peter (ep/ij/veimjs Iltrpou). Was he merely 
the secretary of the Apostle, writing in a manner from his dictation, 
or does the passage mean that he translated the Aramaic narrative 
of Peter into Greek ? The former is the more probable supposi
tion, and that which is most generally adopted; but the question 
is not material here. The connection of Peter with the Gospel 
according to Mark was generally affirmed in the early Church, as 
was also that of Paul with the third Gospel,3 with the evident 
purpose of claiming apostolic origin for all the canonical Gospels.3 
Irenaeus says: “After their (Peter and Paul) decease, Mark, the 
disciple and interpreter of Peter, delivered to us in writing that 
which had been preached by Peter.”3 Eusebius quotes a similar 
tradition from Clement of Alexandria, embellished, however, with
further particulars. He says: “ ....... The cause for which the
Gospel according to Mark was written was th is: When Peter had

' Dr. Lightfoot (CoHtemp. Rev., 1875, p. 842), in the course of a highly 
fanciful argument, says, in reference to this “ as I said ” : “ It is quite clear 
that Papias had already said something of the relations existing between St. 
Peter and St. Mark previously to the extract which gives an account of the 
Second Gospel, for he there refers back to a preceding notice.” It is quite 
clear that he refers back, but only to the preceding sentence, in which he “  had 
already said something of the relations” in stating the fact that “ Mark, 
having become the interpreter of Peter, wrote, etc.”

a “ Kat touQ' 6 rpeapurepoi eXeye. Mdpxor p ie  epprjeevTjjs IItrpov yeeopieo* 
*ra iperipbeevcree, iepifSSi eypatpee, 0 6  p ie  rot rafei t4  inrb rou Xpierrou % 
btyStera f) rpaxOiera. 0 Ort y ip  Ifxovjc rou K vplov, oOrt raptjKoXoilSipree avrip- 
fartpoe Si, t!»r (Ipne, tlfTpp, is  rpbt t4 i  xptfar e'xotelro r4s SiSarKCiXlat, aXX’ oux 
Cetrep <nirrajiv rwe KuptaKtee xoiovptem  XSyme, 0>jrc ovSie Ijpapre Mapxot, 0 Sron 
fria ypai^ar lit drepvijpietuaee. Eebs y ip  (T 0 ii)raT0  rpiem an, rou pr/Sie He 
faouae rapaXirete, r) i//cv<r<urdod ri ee au'rolt.” Taira p ie  oCv UrrSpriTtu r f  
Unrip r tp l  tov  Map/cov. Euseb. , H . E . , iii. 3 9 .

3 Irenteus, Adv. Hcer., iii. 1 ; cf. Eusebius, H. E . , v. 8 ; Tertullian, Adv. 
Mare. , iv. 5 ; Origen, ap. Euseb., H. £ . ,  vi. 25; Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iii. 4 ;  
Hieron. De Vir. / // . ,  7.

4 Cf. Tertullian, Adv. Marc., iv. 5.
* McrA di rrjp tov tup M dpKOt 6 puffijrTjs k<u ^p/njpevrtjs II  trpov, Kal

<b>t{h rd vt6 U.€Tpov mjpiMTtrdp^pa eyypaujxds ijp.iP to paSeSuKe. Adv. iii.
M i ;  Euseb., H. £ . ,  v. 8.

Digitized by C a O O Q l e



2 8 o SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

publicly preached the word at Rome, and proclaimed the Gospel 
by the Spirit, those who were present, being many, requested 
Mark, as he had followed him from afar, and remembered what 
he had said, to write down what he had spoken; and, when he 
had composed the Gospel, he gave it to those who had asked it 
of him ; which, when Peter knew, he neither absolutely hindered 
nor encouraged it.”1 Tertullian rep>eats the same tradition. He 
says : “ And the Gosp>el which Mark published may be affirmed to
be Peter’s, whose interpreter Mark was....... for it may rightly appear
that works which disciples publish are of their masters.”2 We 
have it again from Origen : “ The second (Gosp>el) is according to 
Mark, written as Peter directed him.”3 Eusebius gives a more 
detailed and advanced version of the same tradition. “ So much, 
however, did the effulgence of piety illuminate the minds of those 
(Romans) who heard Peter that it did not content them to hear 
but once, nor to receive only the unwritten doctrine of the divine 
teaching; but, with reiterated entreaties, they besought Mark, to 
whom the Gospel is ascribed, as the compwinion of Peter, that he 
should leave them a written record of the doctrine thus orally 
conveyed. Nor did they cease their entreaties until they had 
persuaded the man, and thus became the cause of the writing of 
the Gospel called according to Mark. They say, moreover, that 
the Apostle (Peter), having become aware, through revelation to 
him of the Spirit, of what had been done, was delighted with the 
ardour of the men, and ratified the work, in order that it might 
be read in the churches. This narrative is given by Clement in 
the sixth book of his Institutions, whose testimony is supported 
by that of Papias, the Bishop of Hierapolis.”* The account given 
by Clement, however, by no means contained these details, as we 
have seen. In his Demonstration of the Gospel,, Eusebius, referring 
to the same tradition, affirms that it was the modesty of Peter 
which prevented his writing a Gospel himself.5 Jerome almost 
rep>eats the preceding account of Eusebius: “ Mark, the disciple 
and interpreter of Peter, being entreated by the brethren 
of Rome, wrote a short Gospel according to what he had

1 Tb Si Kardi Mdpicor ravrrjp i<rxriirercu ttjp oUorofilar. Too lUrpov SypMslq ew 
' Ptfyifl KTfpv̂ aPTos rbr Xdyop, real Ilrevfian rb evayyeXior e^ixbrrot, roin rapbrrat 
roXXoth Srrai xaparaXiacu rbr MapJtor, u>j Slp &KoXovfHitTarTa avnp xbppuOtr koI 
pep-vriniror tujp XexSevrup, araypd'f/ai rb elpTj/xera' xoi-qcarra Si rb evayyiXior, 
jueraSourcu roif Seo/xerois outov. "Orep € x iy  vbpra rbv Her pop, xporprm K ut 
Pl^t€ ku)\v<tcu firfre xporpi^/ourOou. Euseb., H. E ., vi. 14.

2 Licet et Marcus quod edidit Petri affirmetur, cujus interpres Marcus
....... Capit majistrorum videri, qua disci p u li promulgarint» Adv. Marc.,
iv‘ 5*3 Se&repop Si rb t c a r d  M a p * o r ,  w t  Ylirpos vtp^yrjtraro aur<J>, x o a f o a r T a .  Com
ment. in Matt. Euseb., H. E .,  vi. 25.

4 Euseb., H. E ., ii. 15. 5 Demonstr. Evattg., iii. 5.
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received from Peter, which, when Peter heard, he approved, 
and gave his authority for its being read in the churches, as 
Clement writes in the sixth book of his I n s t i tu t io n s etc. 
Jerome, moreover, says that Peter had Mark for an interpreter,
“ whose Gospel was composed: Peter narrating and he writing" 
(cujus evangelium Petro narrante et illo scribente compositum est).x 
It is evident that all these writers merely repeat with variations 
the tradition regarding the first two Gospels which Papias origi
nated. Irenaeus dates the writing of Mark after the death of 
Peter and Paul in Rome. Clement describes Mark as writing 
during Peter’s life, the Apostle preserving absolute neutrality. By the 
time of Eusebius, however, the tradition has acquired new and 
miraculous elements, and a more decided character; Peter is 
made aware of the undertaking of Mark through a revelation of 
the Spirit, and, instead of being neutral, is delighted, and lends 
the work the weight of his authority. Eusebius refers to Clement 
and Papias as giving the same account, which they do not, how
ever, and Jerome merely repeats the story of Eusebius without 
naming him ; and the tradition which he had embellished thus 
becomes endorsed and perpetuated. Such is the growth of 
tradition ;5 it is impossible to overlook the mythical character of 
the information we possess as to the origin of the second canonical 
Gospel.

In a Gospel so completely inspired by Peter as the tradition of 
Papias and of the early Church indicates we may reasonably 
expect to find unmistakeable traces of Petrine influence ; but, on 
examination, it will be seen that these are totally wanting. Some 
of the early Church did not fail to remark this singular discrepancy 
between the Gospel and the tradition of its dependence on Peter, 
and, in reply, Eusebius adopts an apologetic tone.4 For instance, 
in the brief account of the calling of Simon in Mark, the dis
tinguishing addition, “called Peter,” of the first Gospel is omitted,5 
and, still more notably, the whole narrative of the miraculous 
draught of fishes which gives the event such prominence in the 
third Gospel.6 In Matthew, Jesus goes into the house of “ Peter” 
to cure his wife’s mother of a fever, whilst in Mark it is “ into the

1 Dt Vir. III., 8. * A dH edib ., c. 2.
3 A similar discrepancy of tradition is to be observed as to the place in 

which the Gospel was written, Irenieus and others dating it from Rome, and 
others (as Chrysostom, in Matt. Homil., i.) assigning it to Egypt. Indeed, 
some MSS. of the second Gospel have the words eypatprj fr Alyvxry in 
accordance with this tradition as to its origin. Cf. Scholz, Eitil. N . 71., i., 
p. 201. Various critics have argued for its composition at Rome, Alexandria, 
and Antioch. We do not go into the discussion as to whether Peter ever was 
in Rome.

4 Dent. Ev.f iii. 3.
5 Cf. Mark i. 16, 17; Matt. iv. 18. 6 Luke v. 1-11.

Digitized by Google



282 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

house of Simon and Andrew,” the less honourable name being 
still continued.1 Matthew commences the catalogue of the twelve 
by the pointed indication : “ The first, Simon, who is called Peter,”’ 
thus giving him precedence, whilst Mark merely says, “And Simon 
he surnamed Peter.”3 The important episode of Peter’s walking 
on the sea, of the first Gospel/ is altogether ignored by Mark. The 
enthusiastic declaration of Peter, “ Thou art the Christ,”s is only 
followed by the chilling injunction to tell no one, in the second 
Gospel,6 whilst Matthew not only gives greater prominence to the 
declaration of Peter, but gives the reply of Jesus, “ Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona,” &c.—of which Mark apparently knows 
nothing—and then proceeds to the most important episode in the 
history of the Apostle, the celebrated words by which the surname 
of Peter was conferred upon him : “ And I say unto thee, that 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock will I build my Church,” etc.? 
The Gospel supposed to have been inspired by Peter, however, 
totally omits this most important passage, as it also does the 
miracle of the finding the tribute money in the fish’s mouth, 
narrated by the first Gospel.8 Luke states that “ Peter and John” 
are sent to prepare the Passover, whilst Mark has only “ two 
disciples and in the account of the last Supper, Luke gives the 
address of Jesus to Peter: “ Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath 
desired to have you (all) that he may sift you as wheat; but I 
have prayed for thee that thy faith fail n o t; and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren.”10 Of this Mark does not say 
a word. Again, after the denial, Luke reads: “ And the Lord 
turned and looked upon Peter, and Peter remembered the word 
of the Lord, etc., and Peter went out and wept bitterly whereas 
Mark omits the reproachful look of Jesus, and makes the penitence 
of Peter depend merely on the second crowing of the cock, and 
further modifies the penitence by the omission of “ bitterly”—  
“ And when he thought thereon, he wept.”1’ There are other 
instances to which we need not refer. Not only are some of the 
most important episodes in which Peter is represented by the other 
Gospels as a principal actor altogether omitted, but throughout the 
Gospel there is a total absence of anything which is specially 
characteristic of Petrine influence and teaching. The argument 
that these omissions are due to the modesty of Peter is quite 
untenable, for not only does Irenaeus, the most ancient authority

1 Mark i. 29. 1 Matt. x. 2.
3 Mark iii. 16. * Matt. xiv. 22-33.
5 Matt, adds, “  the son of the living God,” xvi. 16.
6 Mark viii. 27-30; cf. Baur, Das Markus E v., p. 133.
7 Matt. xvi. 16-19. 8 Matt. xvii. 24-27.
9 Luke xxii. 8 ; Mark xiv. 13. IO Luke xxii. 31, 32.

"  //>., 61, 62 ; cf. Matt. xxvi. 75. 12 Mark xiv. 27.
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on the point, state that this Gospel was only written after the death 
of Peter,1 but also there is no modesty in omitting passages of 
importance in the history of Jesus, simply because Peter himself 
was in some way concerned in them, or, for instance, in decreasing 
his penitence for such a denial of his master, which could not 
but have filled a sad place in the Apostle’s memory. On the other 
hand, there is no adequate record of special matter, which the 
intimate knowledge of the doings and sayings of Jesus possessed 
by Peter might have supplied, to counterbalance the singular 
omissions. There is much more of the spirit of Peter in the 
first Gospel than there is in the second. The whole internal evi
dence, therefore, shows that this part of the tradition of the 
Presbyter John transmitted by Papias does not apply to our 
Gospel.

The discrepancy is still more marked when we compare 
with our actual second Gospel the account of the work of 
Mark which Papias received from the Presbyter. Mark wrote 
down from memory some parts (evia) of the teaching of Peter 
regarding the life of Jesus, but as Peter adapted his instructions 
to the actual circumstances (irpds ras xP*ta*)> and did not give 
a consecutive report (<rvn-o£is) of the sayings or doings of 
Jesus, Mark was only careful to be accurate, and did not trouble 
himself to arrange in historical order (ta£n) his narrative of the 
things which were said and done by Jesus, but merely wrote down 
facts as he remembered them. This description would lead us 
to expect a work composed of fragmentary reminiscences of the 
teaching of Peter, without regular sequence or connection. The 
absence of orderly arrangement is the most prominent feature in 
the description, and forms the burden of the whole. Mark writes 
“ what he remembered ” ; “ he did not arrange in order the things 
that were either said or done by Christ.” And then follow the 
apologetic expressions of explanation—he was not himself a hearer 
or follower of the Lord, but derived his information from the 
occasional preafching of Peter, who did not attempt to give a con
secutive narrative. Now, it is impossible in the work of Mark, 
here described, to recognise our present second Gospel, which 
does not depart in any important degree from the order of the 
other two Synoptics, and which throughout has the most evident 
character of orderly arrangement. Each of the Synoptics com
pared with the other two would present a similar degree of 
variation, but none of them could justly be described as not 
arranged in order, or as not being consecutive. The second 
Gospel opens formally, and, after presenting John the Baptist as 
the messenger sent to prepare the way of the Lord, proceeds to

1 Adv. H ar., iii. I, § I ; Enseb., H . E .,  v. 8. See quot., p. 279, note 5.
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the baptism of Jesus, his temptation, his entry upon public life, 
and his calling of the disciples. Then, after a consecutive narra
tive of his teaching and works, the history ends with a full 
account of the last events in the life of Jesus, his trial, 
crucifixion, and resurrection. There is in the Gospel every
characteristic of artistic and orderly arrangement, from the striking 
introduction by the prophetic voice crying in the wilderness to the 
solemn close of the marvellous history.1 The great majority of 
critics, therefore, are agreed in concluding that the account of the 
Presbyter John recorded by Papias does not apply to our second 
canonical Gospel at all. Many of those who affirm that the 
description of Papias may apply to our second Gospel do so with 
hesitation, and few maintain that we now possess the original 
work without considerable subsequent alteration. Some of these 
critics, however, feeling the difficulty of identifying our second 
Gospel with the work here described, endeavour to reconcile the 
discrepancy by a fanciful interpretation of the account of Papias. 
They suggest that the first part, in which the want of chronological 
order is pointed out, refers to the rough notes which Mark made 
during the actual preaching and lifetime of Peter, and that the 
latter part applies to our present Gospel, which he later remodelled 
into its present shape. This most unreasonable and arbitrary 
application of the words of Papias is denounced even by 
apologists.

It has been well argued that the work here described as pro
duced by Mark in the character of Ipprjvtvrr)s lUrpov is much 
more one of the same family as the Clementine Homilies than of 
our Gospels. The work was no systematic narrative of the history 
of Jesus, nor report of his teaching, but the dogmatic preaching 
of the Apostle, illustrated and interspersed with passages from the 
discourses of Jesus, or facts from his life. Of this character 
seems actually to have been that ancient work, The Preaching of 
Peter (Kr/pvypa IJerpov), which was used by Heracleon,* and 
by Clement3 of Alexandria, as an authentic canonical work,-* 
denounced by Origen3 on account of the consideration in which it 
was held by many, but still quoted with respect by Gregory of 
Nazianzum.6 There can be no doubt that the K ypvypa Ilcrpov, 
although it failed to obtain a permanent place in the canon, was

1 Augustine calls Mark the follower and abbreviator of Matthew. "Tan- 
quam pedisequus et breviator Matthai ,n De Consensu Evan if. , i. 2.

3 Origen, Comment, in Joan., xiii. 17.
3 Strom., i. 29, § 182, vi. 5, § 39, 6, § 48, 15, § 128.
4 The work is generally quoted by the latter with the introduction, “  Peter 

in the Preaching says : ” Ilerpos ev rip Kijpvyfiart \eyei,
5 De Princip. Prcef., 8.

Ep. xvi. (ad Ctesar., i.). Cf. l'abricius, Cod. Apocr. N . i., p. 812.
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one of the most ancient works of the Christian Church, dating 
probably from the first century, and, like the work described 
by Papias, it also was held to have been composed in Rome 
in connection with the preaching there of Peter and Paul. 
It must be noted, moreover, that Papias does not call the work 
ascribed to Mark a Gospel, but merely a record of the preaching 
of Peter.

It is not necessary for us to account for the manner in which 
the work referred to by the Presbyter John disappeared, and the 
present Gospel according to Mark became substituted for it. The 
merely negative evidence that our actual Gospel is not the work 
described by Papias is sufficient for our purpose. Any one 
acquainted with the thoroughly uncritical character of the Fathers, 
and with the literary history of the early Christian Church, will 
readily conceive the facility with which this can have been 
accomplished. The great mass of intelligent critics are agreed 
that our Synoptic Gospels have assumed their present form only 
after repeated modifications by various editors of earlier evangelical 
works. These changes have not been effected without traces 
being left by which the various materials may be separated and 
distinguished; but the more primitive Gospels have entirely 
disappeared, naturally supplanted by the later and amplified 
versions. The critic, however, who distinguishes between the 
earlier and later matter is not bound to perform the now im
possible feat of producing the originals, or accounting in 
any but a general way for the disappearance of the primitive 
Gospel.

Tischendorf asks : “ How then has neither Eusebius nor any 
other theologian of Christian antiquity thought that the expressions 
of Papias were in contradiction with the two Gospels (Mt. and 
Mk.)?”' The absolute credulity with which those theologians 
accepted any fiction, however childish, which had a pious tendency, 
and the frivolous character of the only criticism in which they 
indulged, render their unquestioning application of the tradition 
of Papias to our Gospels anything but singular, and it is only 
surprising to find their silent acquiescence elevated into an 
argument. We have already, in the course of these pages, seen 
something of the singularly credulous and uncritical character of 
the Fathers, and we cannot afford space to give instances of the 
absurdities with which their writings abound. No fable could be 
too gross, no invention too transparent, for their unsuspicious 
acceptance, if it assumed a pious form or tended to edification. 
No period in the history of the world ever produced so many 
spurious works as the first two or three centuries of our era. The

’ IVann warden, u. s. w., p . 107.
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name of every Apostle, or Christian teacher, not excepting that o f  
the great Master himself, was freely attached to every description 
of religious forgery. False gospels, epistles, acts, martyrologies, 
were unscrupulously circulated, and such pious falsification was 
not even intended, or regarded, as a crime, but perpetrated for the 
sake of edification. It was only slowly and after some centuries 
that many of these works, once, as we have seen, regarded with 
pious veneration, were excluded from the canon; and that genuine 
works shared this fate, while spurious ones usurped their places, is 
one of the surest results of criticism. The Fathers omitted to 
inquire critically when such investigation might have been of 
value, and mere tradition credulously accepted and transmitted is 
of no critical value.1 In an age when the multiplication of copies 
of any work was a slow process, and their dissemination a matter 
of difficulty and even danger, it is easy to understand with what 
facility the more complete and artistic Gospel could take the place 
of the original notes as the work of Mark.

The account given by Papias of the work ascribed to Matthew 
is as follows: “ Matthew composed the oracles in the Hebrew 
dialect, and every one interpreted them as he was able.”1 Critics 
are divided in opinion as to whether this tradition was, like that 
regarding Mark, derived from the Presbyter John, or is given 
merely on the authority of Papias himself. Eusebius joins the 
account of Mark to that given by Matthew merely by the following 
words: “ These facts Papias relates concerning Mark: but 
regarding Matthew he has said as follows : ”3 Eusebius distinctly 
states that the account regarding Mark is derived from the 
Presbyter, and the only reason for ascribing to him also that 
concerning Matthew is that it is not excluded by the phraseology of 
Eusebius; and, the two passages being given by him consecutively 
—however they may have stood in the work of Papias—it is 
reasonable enough to suppose that the information was derived 
from the same source. The point is not of much importance, but 
it is clear that there is no absolute right to trace this statement 
to the Presbyter John, as there is in the case of the tradition 
about Mark.

This passage has excited even more controversy than that 
regarding Mark, and its interpretation and application are still

1 Dr. Westcott himself admits that “  the proof of the Canon is rendered 
more difficult by the uncritical character of the first two centuries.” H e says:
“  The spirit of the ancient world was essentially uncritical ” (On the Canon, 
p. 7 f.).

’ Marflafos p.iv ovv ‘E/3/tafii SiaXeKTif tA \dyta auveypa 'paT o . ‘Hp/x»ji>f«re 
4 WtA ii)t fji’ Svvarbs (kootos. Euseb., H. E ., iii. 39.

3 T a u ra  p iv  oT’v Urr6pT]Tcu rtp I la T i 'a  Tipi tou Mdpicou. llepi tov M a rdalov 
ravr ctpijrai. Euseb., H. E .,  iii. 39.
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keenly debated. The intricacy and difficulty of the questions 
which it raises are freely admitted by some of the most earnest 
defenders of the canonical Gospels, but the problem, so far as our 
examination is concerned, can be solved without much trouble. 
The dilemma in which apologists find themselves when they 
attempt closely to apply the description of this work given by 
Papias to our canonical Gospel is the great difficulty which 
complicates the matter and prevents a clear and distinct solution 
of the question. We shall avoid minute discussion of details, 
contenting ourselves with the broader features of the argument, 
and seeking only to arrive at a just conclusion as to the bearing of 
the evidence of Papias upon the claim to authenticity of our 
canonical Gospel.

The first point which we have to consider is the nature of the 
work which is here described. Matthew is said to have composed 
the Aoyia or Oracles, and there can be little doubt from the 
title of his own book, Exposition of the Lord’s Oracles (Aoyuav 
mpumCiv l£r)yrjcris), that these oracles referred to by Papias 
were the Discourses of Jesus. Does the word A.oyia, however, 
mean strictly oracles or discourses alone, or does it include within 
its fair signification also historical narrative ? Were the “ Aoyui ” 
here referred to a simple collection of the discourses of Jesus, or 
a complete Gospel like that in our canon bearing the name of 
Matthew ? That the natural interpretation of the word is merely 
“oracles” is indirectly admitted, even by the most thorough 
apologists, when they confess the obscurity of the expression— 
obscurity, however, which simply appears to exist from the diffi
culty of straining the word to make it apply to the Gospel. “ In 
these sentences,” says Tischendorf, referring to the passage about 
Matthew, “ there is much obscurity; for instance, it is doubtful 
whether we have rightly translated ‘ Discourses of the Lord,’ 
and he can only extend the meaning to include historical narrative 
by leaving the real meaning of the word, and interpreting it by 
supposed analogy.

There can be no doubt that the direct meaning of the word 
koyui anciently and at the time of Papias was simply—words 
or oracles of a sacred character, and, however much the signification 
became afterwards extended, that it was not then at all applied to 
doings as well as sayings. There are many instances of this 
original and limited signification in the New Testament ;3 and

1 fVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 106 f.
3 “ They were entrusted with the oracles of God,” ri \ 6yia tov Qeov, 

kom. iii. 2. “  The first principles of the oracles of God,” t w v  \ o y l u r  t o o
Heb. v. 12. “  Let him speak as the oracles of God,” uij \ iy ia  6eoC,

I Pet. iv. 11. Cf. Suicer, Ties. Ecc/es., ii., p. 247 f. Dr. Lightfoot (Con- 
temp. Rev., 1875, p. 400 f.) argues that in the first of the above passages
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there is no linguistic precedent for straining the expression used 
at that period to mean anything beyond a collection of sayings of 
Jesus which were estimated as oracular or divine, nor is there any 
reason for thinking that ra \6yia  was here used in any other 
sense. It is argued, on the other hand, that in the preceding 
passage upon Mark a more extended meaning of the word is 
indicated. The Presbyter John says that Mark, as the interpreter 
of Peter, wrote, without order, “ the things which were either said 
or done by Christ ” (ra vwo rov X.purrov fj ktyQivra. rj irpa-^Oevra), 
and then, apologising for him, he goes on to say that 
Peter, whom he followed, adapted his teaching to the occasion, 
“ and not as making a consecutive record of the oracles 
(Xoyiwv) of the Lord.” Here, it is said, the word XoyiW is 
used in reference both to sayings and doings, and, therefore, in 
the passage on Matthew ra \o y u i  must not be understood to 
mean only Xrx&vTa, but also includes, as in the former case, 
the irpaydivTa.. For these and similar reasons—in very many 
cases largely influenced by the desire to see in these Xo'yax our 
actual Gospel according to Matthew—many critics have maintained 
that ra Xoyia. in this place may be understood to include historical 
narrative as well as discourses. The arguments by which they 
arrive at this conclusion, however, seem to us to be based upon 
thorough misconception of the direct meaning of the passage. 
Few, or none, of these critics would deny that the simple inter-

Paul’s expression, “  the oracles of God,” can mean nothing else than the O. T. 
Scriptures, and, therefore, includes the historical books of Genesis, Joshua, 
Samuel, etc. We must maintain that Paul certainly does not refer to a col
lection of writings, but to the communications or revelations of God, and, as 
the context shows, probably more immediately to the Messianic prophecies. 
The advantage of the Jews, in fact, according to Paul here, was that to them 
were first communicated the divine oracles : that they were made the medium 
of God’s utterances to mankind. There seems almost an echo of the 
expression in Acts vii. 38, where Stephen is represented as saying to the Jews 
of their fathers on Mount Sinai: “  who received living oracles ( \ 4yia fterra) 
to give unto us.” Of this nature were “ the oracles of G od” entrusted to 
the Jews. Further, the phrase, “  the first principles of the oracles of G od” 
(Heb. v. 12), is no application of the term to narrative, as is argued, how
ever much the author may illustrate his own teaching by O. T. history ; but the 
writer of the Epistle clearly explains his own meaning in the first and second 
verses of his letter, when he says : “ God having spoken to the fathers in time past 
in the prophets, at the end of these days spake unto us in his Son." Dr. 
Lightfoot also urges that Philo applies the term “ oracle” (XAyiov) to the 
narrative  in Gen. iv. 15, etc. The fact is, however, that Philo considered 
almost every part of the O. T . as allegorical, and held that narrative or 
descriptive phrases frequently veiled divine oracles. When he applies the 
term “ oracle” to any of these, it is not to the narrative, but to the divine 
utterance which he believes to be mystically contained in it, and which 
he extracts and expounds in the usual extravagant manner of Alexandi an 
typologists.
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pretation of to  Ao-yia, at that period, was oracular sayings.1 
Papias shows his preference for discourses in the very title of his 
lost book. Exposition of the AoyiW of the Lord, and in the 
account which he gives of the works attributed to Mark and 
Matthew the discourses evidently attracted his chief interest. 
Now, in the passage regarding Mark, instead of AoyiW being 
made the equivalent of \t\dtvra. and trpa\divTa, the very 
reverse is the fact. The Presbyter says Mark wrote what he 
remembered of the things which were said or done by Christ, 
although not in order, and he apologises for his doing this on the 
ground that he had not himself been a hearer of the Lord, but 
merely reported what he had heard from Peter, who adapted his 
teaching to the occasion, and did not attempt to give a consecutive 
record of the pracles (AoyiW) of the Lord. Mark, therefore, 
could not do so either. Matthew, on the contrary, he states, did 
compose the oracles (to Adyta). There is an evident contrast 
made—Mark wrote 17 At^Oirra 17 irpa\Ofvra because he had not 
the means of writing the oracles ; but Matthew composed the 
teyia. Papias clearly distinguishes the work of Mark, who 
had written reminiscences of what Jesus had said and done 
from that of Matthew, who had made a collection of hi 
discourses.

It is impossible upon any but arbitrary grounds, and from a 
foregone conclusion, to maintain that a work commencing with a 
detailed history of the birth and infancy of Jesus, his genealogy, 
and the preaching of John the Baptist, and concluding with an 
equally minute history of his betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and 
resurrection; which relates all the miracles, and has for its 
evident aim throughout the demonstration that Messianic prophecy 
was fulfilled in Jesus, could be entitled to Aoyta: the oracles or 
discourses of the Lord.

Partly for these, but also for other important reasons, some of 
which shall presently be referred to, the great majority of critics 
deny that the work described by Papias can be the same as the 
Gospel in our canon bearing the name of Matthew. Whilst of 
those who suppose that the (Aramaic) original of which Papias 
speaks may have been substantially similar to it in construction, 
very few affirm that the work did not receive much subsequent

1 Tischendorf himself, in a note, says : “  Rufinus translates the word \6yia, 
according to the old linguistic usage, by oracula. It is in the highest degree 
probable that in fact the book of Papias, according to the Millenarian 
standing-point of the man, was dedicated specially to prophecies of the Lord. 
Christian linguistic usage, however, gave the word a wider signification, so 
thatahe sayings of the Lord and of the Apostles, even when they had not the 
pawicular character of prophecy, were so called, and Holy Scripture was 
designated Oeta \6yia" (Wann wurdeti, u. t. w . , p. 102, note I).

U
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manipulation, addition, and alteration, necessarily including 
translation, before it assumed the form in which the Gospel now 
lies before us; and many of them altogether deny its actual 
apostolic origin.

The next most important and obvious point is that the work 
described in this passage was written by Matthew in the Hebrew 
or Aramaic dialect, and each one who did not understand that 
dialect was obliged to translate as best he could. Our Gospel 
according to Matthew, however, is in Greek. Tischendorf, who is 
obliged to acknowledge the Greek originality of our actual Gospel, 
and that it is not a translation from another language, recognises 
the inevitable dilemma in which this fact places apologists, and 
has, with a few other critics, no better argument with which to 
meet it than the simple suggestion that Papias pnust have been 
mistaken in saying that Matthew wrote in Hebrew.1 Just as much 
of the testimony as is convenient or favourable is eagerly claimed 
by such apologists, and the rest, which destroys its applicability to 
our Gospel, is set aside as a mistake. Tischendorf perceives the 
difficulty, but, not having arguments to meet it, he takes refuge in 
feeling. “ In this,” he says, “ there lies before us one of the most 
complicated questions, whose detailed treatment would here not be 
in place. For our part, we are fully at rest concerning it, in the 
conviction that the assumption by Papias of a Hebrew original 
text of Matthew, which already in his time cannot have been 
limited to himself and was soon repeated by other men, arises 
only from a misunderstanding.”' It is difficult to comprehend 
why it should be considered out of place, in a work specially 
written to establish the authenticity of the Gospels, to discuss fully 
so vital a point; and its deliberate evasion in such a manner alone 
can be deemed out of placed

We may here briefly remark that Tischendorf and others4 
repeat with approval the disparaging expressions against Papias 
which Eusebius, for dogmatic reasons, did not scruple to use, and 
in this way they seek somewhat to depreciate his testimony, or at 
least indirectly to warrant their free handling of it. It is true that 
Eusebius says that Papias was a man of very limited comprehen
sion5 (<r<l>68pa yap rot crpiKphs Siv tov vovv), but this is

' Tischendorf, IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 107 f.
2 IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 107 f.
3 Dr. Westcott scarcely refers to the subject at all, and indeed on other 

points which are inconvenient in the evidence of Papias regarding Matthew’s 
work he preserves almost complete silence, and assumes, with hardly a hint of 
doubt or uncertainty, the orthodox conclusions (On the Canon, pp. 59-62: 
4th ed., p. 68 flf.).

4 Tischendorf, IVann wurden, u. s. w ., pp. 106-111.
5 H. E ., iii. 39. The passage (iii. 36) in which, on the contrary, Papias 

is called “  a man in all respects most learned” (drrjp tA rdrra  i n  /xdXurra
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acknowledged to be on account of his Millenarian opinions, to 
which Eusebius was vehemently opposed. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that the Chiliastic passage from Papias quoted by 
Irenaeus, and in which he certainly saw nothing foolish, is given on 
the authority of the Presbyter John, to whom, and not to Papias, 
any criticism upon it must be referred. If the passage be not of a 
very elevated character, it is quite in the spirit of that age. The 
main point, however, is that in regard to the testimony of Papias 
we have little to do with his general ability, for all that was 
requisite was the power to see, hear, and accurately state very 
simple facts. He repeats what is told him by the Presbyter, and, 
in such matters, we presume that the Bishop of Hierapolis must 
be admitted to have been competent.

There is no point, however, on which the testimony of the 
fathers is more invariable and complete than that the work of 
Matthew was written in Hebrew or Aramaic. The first mention 
of any work ascribed to Matthew occurs in the account communi
cated by Papias, in which, as we have seen, it is distinctly said 
that Matthew wrote “ in the Hebrew dialect.” Irenaeus, the next 
writer who refers to the point, says : “ Matthew also produced a 
written Gospel amongst the Hebrews in their own dialect,” and 
that he did not derive his information solely from Papias may be 
inferred from his going on to state the epoch of Matthew’s 
writings : “ when Peter and Paul were preaching and founding the 
Church in Rome.”' The evidence furnished by Pantaenus is 
certainly independent of Papias. Eusebius states, with regard to 
him: “ Of these Pantaenus is said to have been one, and to have 
penetrated as far as India (Southern Arabia), where it is reported 
that he found the Gospel according to Matthew, which had been 
delivered before his arrival to some who had the knowledge of 
Christ, to whom Bartholomew, one of the Apostles, as it is said, 
had preached, and left them that writing of Matthew in Hebrew 
letters ” ( avrols r t  'E/Spattov y p a / i fm c i  t t / v  t o v  M arO aiov  K a ra X a t^a t  
ypa<f>i]v)3 Jerome gives a still more circumstantial account 
of this: “ Pantaenus found that Bartholomew, one of the twelve
Apostles, had there (in India) preached the advent of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to the Gospel of Matthew, which was 
written in Hebrew letters (quod Hebraicis literis scriptum), and

X»Yiwt<ito») is  d o u b tfu l ,  a s  i t  is  n o t  fo u n d  in  th e  S t .  P e te r s b u r g  S y r ia c  
edition, n o r  in  s e v e ra l  o th e r  o ld  G re e k  M S S . ;  b u t ,  t r e a te d  e v e n  a s  a n  a n c ie n t  
note by so m e  o n e  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  w r i t in g s  o f  P a p ia s ,  it  m a y  b e  m e n tio n e d  
here.

1 0  nir $1} M irScuot fv  r o t t  'Efipalou rjj ISUf ailrioy SidXeKTtp ta i ypcupr}* 
ffartyKer tvayyeXlov, tov I fe rp o v  e a i tov IlaiXov fV 'Ptb/ifl e i 'a y y fX ifo[dru)v ira i 
SfluXioirriow rr/y eVeXj r̂/ar. Adv. Har., iii. 1, § 1 ; Euscb., H. £ . ,  v. 8.

’ Euseb., H. E .,  v. 10.
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which, on returning to Alexandria, he brought with him.”1 It is 
quite clear that this was no version specially made by Bartholomew, 
for had he translated the Gospel according to Matthew from the 
Greek, for the use of persons in Arabia, he certainly would not 
have done so into Hebrew. Origen, according to Eusebius, 
“ following the ecclesiastical canon,” states what he has under
stood from tradition ( tv  trapa&nuti) of the Gospels, and says: 
“ The first written was that according to Matthew, once a publican, 
but afterwards an Apostle of Jesus Christ, who delivered it to the 
Jewish believers, composed in the Hebrew language.”2 Eusebius, 
in another place, makes a similar statement in his own name: 
“ Matthew, having first preached to the Hebrews, when he was 
about to go also to others delivered to them his Gospel written in 
their native language, and thus compensated those from whom he 
was departing for the want of his presence by the writing. ”-5 Cyril 
of Jerusalem says: “ Matthew, who wrote the Gospel, wrote it in 
the Hebrew language.”* Epiphanius, referring to the fact that the 
Nazarenes called the only Gospel which they recognised the 
“ Gospel according to the Hebrews,” continues: “ As in very 
truth we can affirm that Matthew alone, in the New Testament, 
set forth and proclaimed the Gospel in the Hebrew language and 
in Hebrew characters ";s and elsewhere he states that “ Matthew 
wrote the Gospel in Hebrew.”6 The same tradition is repeated 
by Chrysostom/ Augustine,8 and others.

Whilst the testimony of the Fathers was thus unanimous as to 
the fact that the Gospel ascribed to Matthew was originally written 
in Hebrew, no question ever seems to have arisen in their minds as 
to the character of the Greek version ; much less was any examina
tion made with the view of testing the accuracy of the translation. 
“ Such inquiries were not in the spirit of Christian learned men 
generally of that time,”® as Tischendorf remarks in connection 
with the belief current in the early Church, and afterwards shared 
by Jerome, that the Gospel according to the Hebrews was the 
original of the Greek Gospel according to Matthew. The first 
who directly refers to the point, frankly confessing the total 
ignorance which generally prevailed, was Jerome. He states:
“ Matthew, who was also called Levi, who, from a publican,

1 De Vir. III., 36. 2 Euseb., H. E ., vi. 25. 3 Euseb., H. E ., iii. 24.
* Marffcuos 6 ypd^a; r i  evayyeXtoy, 'EfipatSi yXiiffoy touto iypa<ficr. Cat. 14.
5 U!l ri, dXrjdi) iany elreiy 6n Mardalos fiiyor ‘E/9pa'iarl kcU ‘E/3/xuVoit ypa/i- 

paeiy eV rj Kcurr; SiafrqKV fTOiTjaara r/jy tou euayycXlov eicOdrly re kcu yypvytia. 
Herr., xxx. 3 : ed. Petav., p. 127.

6 ....0 Marffcuot 'E/Spai'coTs ypapnaai ypatpti to euayyeXioy, k.t.X. Herr.,
li. 5 \ ed. Pet., p. 426.

7 Horn, in M a tth ., i. 8 De Consensu Evang., i. 2.
9 T is c h e n d o r f ,  IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p . 108.
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became an Apostle, was the first who wrote a Gospel of Christ in 
Judaea in Hebrew language and letters, on account of those from 
amongst the circumcision who had believed; but who afterwards 
translated it into Greek is not sufficiently certain.”1 It was only 
at a much later period, when doubt began to arise, that the 
translation was wildly ascribed to the Apostles John, James, and 
others.1

The expression in Papias that “ everyone interpreted them (the 
Adyta) as he was able ” (yippr/veuiTt S’avra cos Swards ixacrros) 
has been variously understood by different critics, like the rest of 
the account. Schleiermacher explained the r)pps)vevcs( as trans
lation by enlargement— Matthew merely collected the Adyta, 
and everyone added the explanatory circumstances of time and 
occasion as best he could.3 This view, however, has not been 
largely adopted. Others consider that the expression refers to the 
interpretation which was given on reading it at the public meetings 
of Christians for worship; but there can be no doubt that, coming 
after the statement that the work was written in the Hebrew 
dialect, ip/j.T)vtvtiv can only mean simple translation. Some main
tain that the passage implies the existence of many written trans
lations, amongst which very probably was ours; whilst others 
affirm that the phrase merely signifies that, as there was no recognised 
translation, each one who had but an imperfect knowledge of the 
language, yet wished to read the work, translated the Hebrew for 
himself as best he could. Some consider that Papias or 
the Presbyter uses the verb in the past tense, 1)pp.r/vfv<r€, as con
trasting the time when it was necessary for each to interpret as 
best he could with the period when, from the existence of a 
recognised translation, it was no longer necessary for them to do 
so, whilst others deny that any written translation of an authentic 
character was known to Papias at all. Now, the words in Papias 
are merely: “ Matthew composed the Adyta in the Hebrew 
dialect,* and everyone interpreted them as he was able.” The 
statement is perfectly simple and direct, and it is, at least, quite clear 
that it conveys the fact that when the work was composed transla-

1 Matt/urus, qui et Levi, ex puhlirano apostolus, primus in Judaa, propter 
us qui ex cireumcisione cratiderant, evange/ium Christi Hebraicis litteris 
verbisque composuit: quod quis postea in Gnecum transtulerit, non satis 
cerium est. Hieron. De Vir. III., 3.

! Cf. Theophylact, Com. in M atth., Pram. ; Auctor Synops. Script. Sacr.; 
Athanasius, Opp. Paris., ii., p. 155; Evang. sec. Matth. ed. Matthtri, p. 10.

3 Th. Studien u. K rit., 1832, p. 735 f.
* In connection with this it may be of interest to remember that, in the 

account of his conversion and the vision which he saw on his way to 
Damascus which Paul gives to King Agrippa in the Acts of the Apostles, he 
states that Jesus spoke to him “  in the Hebrew dialect ” ( 'EppatSi SiaXcKTt?), 
Acts xxvi. 14.
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tion was requisite, and, as each one translated “ as he was able,” 
that no recognised translation existed to which all might have 
recourse. There is no contrast either necessarily or probably 
implied in the use of the past tense. The composition of the 
Xcyta being, of course, referred to in the past tense, the same 
tense is simply continued in completing the sentence. The pur
pose is obviously to convey the fact that the work was composed 
in the Hebrew language. But even if it be taken that Papias 
intentionally uses the past tense in reference to the time when 
translations did not exist, nothing is gained. Papias may have 
known of many translations, but there is absolutely not a syllable 
which warrants the conclusion that he was acquainted with an 
authentic Greek version, although it is possible that he may have 
known of the existence of some Greek translations of no authority. 
The words used, however, imply that, if he did, he had no respect 
for any of them.

Thus the account of Papias, supported by the perfectly unani
mous testimony of the Fathers, declares that the work composed 
by Matthew was written in the Hebrew or Aramaic dialect. The 
only evidence which asserts that Matthew wrote any work at all 
distinctly asserts that he wrote it in Hebrew. It is quite impossible 
to separate the statement of the authorship from that regarding the 
language. The two points are so indissolubly united that they 
stand or fall together. If it be denied that Matthew wrote in 
Hebrew, it cannot be asserted that he wrote at alL It is therefore 
perfectly certain from this testimony that Matthew cannot be 
declared the direct author of the Greek canonical Gospel bearing 
his name. At the very best it can only be a translation, by an 
unknown hand, of a work the original of which was early lost 
None of the earlier Fathers ever ventured a conjecture as to how, 
when, or by whom the translation was effected. Jerome explicitly 
states that the translator of the work was unknown. The deduction 
is clear: our Greek Gospel, in so far as it is associated with 
Matthew at all, cannot at the utmost be more than a translation, 
but as the work of an unknown translator there cannot, in the 
absence of the original, or of satisfactory testimony of its accuracy, 
be any assurance that the translation faithfully renders the work of 
Matthew, or accurately conveys the sense of the original. All its 
Apostolical authority is gone. Even Michaelis long ago recog-' 
nised this : “ If the original text of Matthew be lost, and we have 
nothing but a Greek translation, then, frankly, we cannot ascribe 
any divine inspiration to the words; yea, it is possible that in various 
places the true meaning of the Apostle has been missed by the 
translator.”1 This was felt and argued by the Manicheans in the

1 Einl. N . T ., ii., p. 997, cf. p. 1,003.
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fourth century,' and by the Anabaptists at the time of the 
Reformation.’ A wide argument might be opened out as to the 
dependence of the other two Gospels on this unauthenticated 
work.

The dilemma, however, is not yet complete. It was early 
remarked that our first canonical Gospel bears no real marks of 
being a translation at all, but is evidently an original, independent 
Greek work. Even men like Erasmus, Calvin, Cajetan, and 
CEcolampadius began to deny the statement that our Gospels 
showed any traces of Hebrew origin, and the researches of later 
scholars have so fully confirmed their doubts that few now 
maintain the primitive belief in a translation. We do not propose 
here to enter fully into this argument. It is sufficient to say that 
the great majority of competent critics declare that our first 
canonical Gospel is no translation, but an original Greek text; 
whilst of those who consider that they find in it traces of translation 
and of Hebrew origin, some barely deny the independent originality 
of the Greek Gospel, and few assert more than substantial agreement 
with the original, with more or less variation and addition often of 
a very decided character. The case, therefore, stands thus : The 
whole of the evidence which warrants our believing that Matthew 
wrote any work at all, distinctly, invariably, and emphatically 
asserts that he wrote that work in Hebrew or Aramaic; a Greek 
Gospel, therefore, as connected with Matthew, can only be a 
translation by an unknown hand, whose accuracy we have not, and 
never have had, the means of verifying. Our Greek Gospel, 
however, being an independent original Greek text, there is no 
ground whatever for ascribing it even indirectly to Matthew at all, 
the whole evidence of antiquity being emphatically opposed, and 
the Gospel itself laying no claim, to such authorship.

One or other of these alternatives must be adopted for our first 
Gospel, and either is absolutely fatal to its direct Apostolic origin. 
Neither as a translation from the Hebrew nor as an original Greek 
text can it claim Apostolic authority. This has been so well 
recognised, if not admitted, that some writers, with greater zeal 
than discretion, have devised fanciful theories to obviate the 
difficulty. These maintain that Matthew himself wrote both in 
Hebrew and in Greek, or at least that the translation was made 
during his own lifetime and under his own eye, and so on. There 
is not, however, a particle of evidence for any of these assertions, 
which are merely the arbitrary and groundless conjectures of 
embarrassed apologists.

It is manifest that upon this evidence both those who assert the

1 Augustine, Contra Faust., 32, 2 ; 33, 3.
3 Sixtus Senensis, ftihl. Sancta, vii. 2, p. 924.
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Hebrew original of Matthew’s work and those who maintain that 
our Gospel is not a translation, but an original Greek composition, 
should logically deny its apostolicity. We need not say that this 
is not done, and that for dogmatic and other foregone conclusions 
many profess belief in the Apostolic authorship of the Gospel, 
although in doing so they wilfully ignore the facts, and in many 
cases merely claim a substantial, but not absolute. Apostolic origin 
for the work. A much greater number of the most able and 
learned critics, however, both from external and internal evidence, 
deny the Apostolic origin of our first canonical Gospel.

There is another fact to which we may briefly refer, which, from 
another side, shows that the work of Matthew, with which Papias 
was acquainted, was different from our Gospel. In a fragment 
from the fourth book of his lost work, which is preserved to us by 
CEcumenius and Theophylact, Papias relates the circumstances of 
the death of Judas Iscariot in a manner which is in contradiction 
to the account in the first Gospel. In Matthew xxvii. 5 the death 
of the traitor is thus related: “ And he cast down the pieces of 
silver in the temple, and departed and went and hanged himself.”' 
The narrative in Papias is as follows: “ Judas walked about in 
this world a great example of impiety ; for his body having 
swollen so that, on an occasion when a waggon was moving on 
its way he could not pass it, he was crushed by the waggon, and 
his bowels gushed out.”* Theophylact, in connection with this 
passage, adds other details, also apparently taken from the work 
of Papias; as, for instance, that, from his excessive corpulency, 
the eyes of Judas were so swollen that they could not see, and so 
sunk in his head that they could not be perceived even by the 
aid of the optical instruments of physicians; and that the 
rest of his body was covered with running sores and maggots, and 
so on in the manner of the early Christian ages, whose imagination 
conjured up the wildest “ special providences ” to punish the 
enemies of the faith. As Papias expressly states that he eagerly 
inquired what the Apostles and, amongst them, what Matthew 
said, we may conclude that he would not have deliberately contra
dicted the account given by that Apostle had he been acquainted 
with any work attributed to him which contained it.

It has been argued, from some very remote and imaginary 
resemblance between the passage from the preface to the work erf 
Papias quoted by Eusebius with the prologue to Luke, that 
Papias was acquainted with that Gospel; but nothing could be 
more groundless than such a conclusion based upon such

1 In Acts i. 18 f. an account is given which again contradicts both Matthew 
and the version of Papias. %

’ CEcumenius, Comm, in Acta Apost., cap. ii.

Digitized by L j O O Q l e



PAPIAS o f  h i e r a p o l i s 497

evidence, and there is not a word in our fragments of Papias 
which warrants such an assertion. Eusebius does not mention 
that Papias knew either the third or fourth Gospel. Is it 
possible to suppose that if Papias had been acquainted with 
those Gospels he would not have asked for information about 
them from the Presbyters, or that Eusebius would not have 
recorded it as he did that regarding the works ascribed to Matthew 
and Mark ? Eusebius states, however, that Papias “ made use of 
testimonies from the first Epistle of John and, likewise, from that 
of Peter.”1 As Eusebius, however, does not quote the passages 
from Papias, we must remain in doubt whether he did not, as else
where, assume from some similarity of wording that the passages 
were quotations from these Epistles, whilst in reality they might 
not be. Andrew, a Cappadocian bishop of the fifth century, 
mentions that Papias, amongst others of the Fathers, con
sidered the Apocalypse inspired.2 No reference is made to this 
by Eusebius, but, although from his Millenarian tendencies it is 
very probable that Papias regarded the Apocalypse with peculiar 
veneration as a prophetic book, this evidence is too vague and 
isolated to be of much value.

We find, however, that Papias, like Hegesippus and others of 
the Fathers, was acquainted with the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews. Eusebius says: “ He (Papias) has likewise related 
another history of a woman accused of many sins before the Lord, 
which is contained in the Gospel according to the Hebrews.’’̂  
This is generally believed to be the episode inserted in the later 
MSS. of the fourth Gospel, viii. 1-11.

Whatever books Papias knew, however, it is certain, from his 
own express declaration, that he ascribed little importance to 
them, and preferred tradition as a more beneficial source of 
information regarding evangelical history. “ For I held that what 
was to be derived from books,” he says, “ did not so profit me as 
that from the living and abiding voice.”* If, therefore, it could even 
have been shown that Papias was acquainted with any of our 
canonical Gospels, it must, at the same time, have been admitted 
that he did not recognise them as authoritative documents. It is 
manifest from the evidence adduced, however, that Papias did not 
know our Gospels. It is not possible that he could have found it 
better to inquire “ what John or Matthew, or what any other of
the disciples of the Lord....... say” if he had known of Gospels
such as ours, and believed them to have been actually written by 
those Apostles, deliberately telling him what they had to say.

* Euseb., H. £ . ,  iii. 39.
2 Proleg. Comment, in Apocalypsin ; Routh, Reliq. Sacra, 1846, i., p. 15.
3 H. E ., iii. 39. * Euseb., H. E . , iii. 39.
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The work of Matthew, which he mentions, being, however, a mere 
collection of discourses of Jesus, he might naturally inquire what 
the Apostle1 himself said of the history and teaching of the 
Master. The evidence of Papias is, in every respect, most im
portant. He is the first writer who mentions that Matthew and 
Mark were believed to have written any works at a ll; but, whilst 
he shows that he does not accord any canonical authority even to 
the works attributed to them, his description of those works and 
his general testimony come with crushing force against the pre
tensions made on behalf of our Gospels to Apostolic origin and 
authenticity.

' We may merely remark that Papias does not call the Matthew who 
wrote the \fryta an Apostle. In this sentence he speaks of the Apostle, 
hut he does not distinctly identify him with the Matthew of the other 
passage.
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CHAPTER V.

THE CLEMENTINES—THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS

W e  must now as briefly as possible examine the evidence furnished 
by the apocryphal religious romance generally known by the name 
of “ The Clementines,” and assuming, falsely of course, to be the 
composition of the Roman Clement. The Clementines are 
composed of three principal works, the Homilies, Recognitions, 
and a so-called Epitome. The Homilies, again, are prefaced by a 
pretended epistle addressed by the Apostle Peter to James, and 
another from Clement. These Homilies were only known in an 
imperfect form till 1853, when Dressel* published a complete 
Greek text. Of the Recognitions we only possess a Latin trans
lation by Rufinus (a.d. 402). Although there is much difference 
of opinion regarding the claims to priority of the Homilies and 
Recognitions, many critics assigning that place to the Homilies, 
whilst others assert the earlier origin of the Recognitions, all are 
agreed that the one is merely a version of the other, the former 
being embodied almost word for word in the latter, whilst the 
Epitome is a blending of the other two, probably intended to 
purge them from heretical doctrine. These works, which are 
generally admitted to have emanated from the Ebionitic party of 
the early Church, are supposed to be based upon older Petrine 
writings, such as the “ Preaching of Peter ” (Krjpvy/M Utrpov), and 
the “ Travels of Peter” (IlepioSoi Ilerpov). It is not necessary 
for our purpose to go into any analysis of the character of 
the Clementines. It will suffice to say that they mainly 
consist of discussions between the Apostle Peter and Simon the 
Magician regarding the identity of the true Mosaic and Christian 
religions. Peter follows the Magician from city to city for the 
purpose of exposing and refuting him, the one, in fact, representing 
Apostolic doctrine and the other heresy; and in the course of 
these discussions occur the very numerous quotations of sayings of 
Jesus and of Christian history which we have to examine.

The Clementine Recognitions, as we have already remarked, 
are only known to us through the Latin translation of Rufinus; 
and, from a comparison of the evangelical quotations occurring in 1

1 dementis R. qua feruntur Homitia xx. nunc primum integr,e. Ed. 
A. R. M. Dressel.
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that work with the same in the Homilies, it is evident that Rufinus 
has assimilated them, in the course of translation, to the parallel 
passages of our Gospels. It is admitted, therefore, that no 
argument regarding the source of the quotations can rightly be 
based upon the Recognitions, and that work may, consequently, 
be entirely set aside, and the Clementine Homilies alone occupy 
our attention.

We need scarcely remark that, unless the date at which these 
Homilies were composed can be ascertained, their value as 
testimony for the existence of our Synoptic Gospels is seriously 
affected. The difficulty of arriving at a correct conclusion 
regarding this point, great under almost any circumstances, is 
increased by the fact that the work is altogether apocryphal, and 
most certainly not held by any one to have been written by the person 
whose name it bears. There is, in fact, nothing but internal 
evidence by which to fix the date, and that evidence is of a 
character which admits of very wide extension down the course 
of time, although a sharp limit is set beyond which it cannot 
mount upwards. Of external evidence there is almost none, and 
what little exists does not warrant an early date. Origen, it is true, 
mentions HeptoSoi KA /̂lmvtos,1 which, it is conjectured, may 
either be the same work as the ’AvayvtapurpMs, or Recognitions, 
translated by Rufinus, or related to it, and Epiphanius and others 
refer to Ile/noSot IIerpov ;* but our Clementine Homilies are not 
mentioned by any writer before pseudo-Athanasius.3 The work, 
therefore, can at the best afford no substantial testimony to the 
antiquity and apostolic origin of our Gospels. Hilgenfeld, following 
in the steps of Baur, arrives at the conclusion that the Homilies 
are directed against the Gnosticism of Marcion (and also, as we 
shall hereafter see, against the Apostle Paul), and he, therefore, 
necessarily assigns to them a date subsequent to a.d . 160. A s 
Reuss, however, inquires: upon this ground, why should a still 
later date not be named, since even Tertullian wrote vehemently 
against the same Gnosis ?■* There can be little doubt that the 
author was a representative of Ebionitic Gnosticism, which had 
once been the purest form of primitive Christianity; but later, 
through its own development, though still more through the rapid 
growth around it of Paulinian doctrine, had assumed a position 
closely verging upon heresy. It is not necessary for us, however, 
to enter upon any exhaustive discussion of the date at w’hich the

1 Comment, in Genesin Philoc., 22.
8 Hilgenfeld considers Recog. iv.-vi., Horn, v ii.-xi., a version of the 

llfpioioi lUrpov- Die ap. Pater, p. 291 ff. ; Ritschl does not consider that this 
can be decidedly proved, Entst. Altk. Kirchc, p. 204 f .; so also Uhlhom, 
Die Horn. u. Recog. , p. 7 r ff.

3 Synops. Sacr. Script. , sub finem. * Gesch. N . T . , p. 254.
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Clemenrines were written ; it is sufficient to show that there is no 
certain ground upon which a decision can be based, and that even 
an approximate conjecture can scarcely be reasonably advanced. 
Critics variously date the composition of the original Recognitions 
from about the middle of the second century to the end of the 
third, though the majority are agreed in placing them at least in 
the latter century. They assign to the Homilies an origin at 
different dates within a period commencing about the middle of 
the second century, and extending to one or two centuries later.

In the Homilies there are very numerous quotations of sayings 
of Jesus and of Gospel history, which are generally placed in the 
mouth of Peter, or introduced with such formulae as : “ The 
teacher said,” “ Jesus said,” “ He said,” “ The prophet said ”; but 
in no case does the author name the source from which these 
sayings and quotations are derived. That he does, however, 
quote from a written source, and not from tradition, is clear from 
the use of such expressions as “ in another place (aAAj; a-on)1 
he has said,” which refer not to other localities or circumstances, 
but another part of a written history. There are in the Clementine 
Homilies upwards of a hundred quotations of sayings of Jesus 
or references to his history, too many for us to examine in 
detail here; but, notwithstanding the number of these passages, so 
systematically do they vary, more or less, from the parallels in our 
canonical Gospels that, as in the case of Justin, apologists are 
obliged to have recourse to the elastic explanation, already worn 
so threadbare, of “ free quotation from memory” and “ blending 
of passages ” to account for the remarkable phenomena presented.
It must be evident that the necessity for such an apology 
shows the insufficiency of the evidence furnished by these 
quotations. De Wette says: “The quotations of evangelical 
works and histories in the pseudo-Clementine writings, from their 
nature free and inaccurate, permit only an uncertain conclusion to 
be drawn as to their written source.”2 Critics have maintained 
very different and conflicting views regarding that source. Apolo
gists, of course, assert that the quotations in the Homilies are taken 
from our Gospels only. Others ascribe them to our Gospels, with 
a supplementary apocryphal work : the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, or the Gospel according to Peter. Some, whilst 
admitting a subsidiary use of some of our Gospels, assert 
that the author of the Homilies employs, in preference, 
the Gospel according to Peter ; whilst others, recognising 
also the similarity of the features presented by these quota
tions with those of Justin’s, conclude that the author does i 
not quote our Gospels at all, but makes use of the Gospel v *

* Sec several instances, Horn. xix. 2. 2 Hint. N. T ., p. 115.
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according to Peter, or the Gospel according to the Hebrews.' 
Evidence permitting of such divergent conclusions manifestly 
cannot be of a decided character. We may affirm that few 
of those who are willing to admit the use of our Synoptics 
by the author of the Homilies, along with other sources, 
make that concession on the strength of the isolated evidence 
of the Homilies themselves, but they are generally moved by 
antecedent views on the point. In an inquiry like that which 
we have undertaken, however, such easy and indifferent judgment 
would obviously be out of place, and the point we have to 
determine is not whether an author may have been acquainted 
with our Gospels, but whether he furnishes testimony that he 
actually was in possession of our present Gospels and regarded 
them as authoritative.

We have already mentioned that the author of the Clementine 
Homilies never names the source from which his quotations are 
derived. Of these very numerous quotations we must again 
distinctly state that only two or three, of a very brief and fragmen
tary character, literally agree with our Synoptics, whilst all the rest 
differ more or less widely from the parallel passages in those 
Gospels. Some of these quotations are repeated more than once 
with the same persistent and characteristic variations, and in 
several cases, as we have already stated, they agree more or less 
closely with quotations of Justin from the Memoirs o f the Apostles. 
Others, again, have no parallels at all in our Gospels, and even 
apologists are consequently compelled to admit the collateral use 
of an apocryphal Gospel. As in the case of Justin, therefore, 
the singular phenomenon is presented of a vast number of 
quotations of which only one or two brief phrases, too fragmentary 
to avail as evidence, perfectly agree with our Gospels ; whilst of 
the rest, which all vary more or less, some merely resemble 
combined passages of two Gospels, others only contain the sense, 
some present variations likewise found in other writers or in various 
parts of the Homilies, and are repeatedly quoted with the same 
variations, and others are not found in our Gospels at all. Such 
characteristics cannot be fairly accounted for by any mere theory of 
imperfect memory or negligence. The systematic variation from 
our Synoptics, variation proved by repetition not to be accidental, 
coupled with quotations which have no parallels at all in our 
Gospels, more naturally point to the use of a different Gospel. In 
no case can the Homilies be accepted as furnishing evidence even 
of the existence of our Gospels.

As it is impossible here to examine in detail all of the quotations

1 Credner, Schwegler, Hilgenfeld, Volkmar, Zeller, and others, consider that 
the author uses the same Gospel as Justin.
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in the Clementine Homilies; we must content ourselves with 
this distinct statement of their character, and merely illustrate 
the different classes of quotations, exhausting, however, those 
which literally agree with passages in the Gospels. The most 
determined of recent apologists do not afford us an opportunity 
of testing the passages upon which they base their assertion of the 
use of our Synoptics, for they simply assume that the author used 
them without producing instances.*

The first quotation agreeing with a passage in our Synoptics 
occurs in Horn. iii. 52: “ And he cried, saying: Come unto me 
all ye that are weary,” which agrees with the opening words of 
Matt xi. 28; but the phrase does not continue, and is followed 
by the explanation, “ that is, who are seeking the truth and not 
finding it.”2 It is evident that so short and fragmentary a phrase 
cannot prove anything.

The next passage occurs in Horn, xviii. 1 5 : “ For Isaiah said : 
I will open my mouth in parables, and I will utter things that 
have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.”3 
This passage, with a slightly different order of words, is found in 
Matt. xiii. 35. After giving a series of parables, the author of the 
Gospel says (v. 34): “ All these things spake Jesus unto the 
multitudes in parables ; and without a parable spake he not unto 
them ; (v. 35) That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet (Isaiah), saying: I will open my mouth in parables, &c.” 
There are two peculiarities which must be pointed out in this 
passage. It is not found in Isaiah, but in Psalm lxxviii. 2 /  and 
it presents a variation from the version of the lxx. Both the 
variation and the erroneous reference to Isaiah, therefore, occur 
also in the Homily, and it is upon this similarity of mistake that 
the apologetic argument mainly rests. The first part of the 
sentence agrees with, but the latter part is quite different from, 
the Greek of the lxx., which reads: “ I will utter problems from 
the beginning, ” srpofikljjjjxTa air’ ap^rjs.s

The Psalm from which the quotation is really taken is, by its 
superscription, ascribed to Asaph, who, in the Septuagint version

' Tischendorf only devotes a dozen lines, with a note, to the Clementines, 
and only in connection with our fonrth Gospel, which shall hereafter have our 
attention (IVann warden u. s. w ., p. 90). In the same way Dr. Westcott 
passes them over in a short paragraph, merely asserting the allusions to our 
Gospe.ls to be “ generally admitted,” and only directly referring to one supposed 
quotation from Mark which we shall presently examine, and one which he 
affirms to be from the fourth Gospel (On the Canon, p. 251 f. In the 4th 
edition he has enlarged his remarks, p. 282 ff.).

* Horn. iii. 52. 3 Horn, xviii. 15.
* The Vulgate reads: aperiam in parabolis os meant: loguar propositiones 

ab initio. Ps. lxxvii. 2.
3 Ps. lxxvii. 2.
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of 2 Chronicles xxix. 30, is called a prophet. It was, therefore, 
early asserted that the original reading of Matthew was “ Asaph,” 
instead of “ Isaiah.” Porphyry, in the third century, twitted 
Christians with this erroneous ascription by their inspired evange
list to Isaiah of a passage from a Psalm, and reduced the Fathers 
to great straits. Eusebius, in his commentary on this verse of the 
Psalm, attributes the insertion of the words, “ by the prophet 
Isaiah,” to unintelligent copyists, and asserts that in accurate 
MSS. the name is not added to the word prophet. Jerome 
likewise ascribes the insertion of the name Isaiah for that of 
Asaph, which was originally written, to an ignorant scribe,1 and 
in the commentary on the Psalms, generally, though probably 
falsely, ascribed to him, the remark is made that many copies of 
the Gospel to that day had the name “ Isaiah,” for which Porphyry- 
had reproached Christians,2 and the writer of the same commentary 
actually allows himself to make the assertion that Asaph was found 
in all the old codices, but ignorant men had removed it.3 The 
fact is, that the reading “Asaph” for “ Isaiah” is not found in 
any extant MS., and, although “ Isaiah ” has disappeared from all 
but a few obscure codices, it cannot be denied that the name 
anciently stood in the text. In the Sinaitic Codex, which is 
probably the earliest MS. extant, and which is assigned to the 
fourth century, “ the prophet Isaiah ” stands in the text by the 
first hand, but is erased by the second ( b).

The quotation in the Homily, however, is clearly not from our 
Gospel. It is introduced by the words “ For Isaiah says and 
the context is so different from that in Matthew that it seems 
most improbable that the author of the Homily could have had 
the passage suggested to him by the Gospel. It occurs in a 
discussion between Simon the Magician and Peter. The former 
undertakes to prove that the Maker of the world is not the 
highest God, and amongst other arguments he advances the 
passage “ No man knew the Father,” etc., to show that the 
Father had remained concealed from the Patriarchs, etc., until 
revealed by the Son; and in reply to Peter he retorts, that if the 
supposition that the Patriarchs were not deemed worthy to know 
the Father was unjust, the Christian teacher himself was to blame 
who said, “ I thank thee. Lord of heaven and earth, that what 
was concealed from the wise thou hast revealed to suckling babes.”

1 Comment. M att., xiii. 35.
a Multa evangelia usque hodie ita habent: (Jt impleretur, quod scriptum est 

per Isaiam prophet am, etc. Hieron., Opp., vii., p. 270 f.
3 Asaph invenitur in omnibus veteribus codicibus, sed homines ignorances 

tulerunt illud. To this Credner pertinently remarks : “ Die Noth, in  welche 
die guten Kirchenvdter durch Porphyrius gekommen waren, erlaubte auck cine 
Luge. Sie geschah j a : in majorem Dei gloriam ” (Beitrage, i., p. 304).
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Peter argues that in the statement of Jesus, “ No man knew the 
Father,” etc., he cannot be considered to indicate another God 
and Father from him who made the world, and he continues: 
“ For the concealed things of which he spoke may be those of 
the Creator himself; for Isaiah says, ‘ I will open my mouth,’ etc. 
Do you admit, therefore, that the prophet was not ignorant of the 
things concealed P”1 and so on. There is absolutely nothing in 
this argument to indicate that the passage was suggested by the 
Gospel, but, on the contrary, it is used in a totally different way, 
and is quoted not as an evangelical text, but as a saying from the 
Old Testament, and treated in connection with the prophet him
self, and not with its supposed fulfilment in Jesus. It may be 
remarked that in the corresponding part of the Recognitions, 
whether that work be of older or more recent date, the passage 
does not occur at all. Now, although it is impossible to say how 
and where this erroneous reference to a passage of the Old 
Testament first occurred, there is no reason for affirming that it 
originated in our first Synoptic, and as little for asserting that its 
occurrence in the Clementine Homilies, with so different a context 
and object, involves the conclusion that their author derived it 
from the Gospel, and not from the Old Testament or some other 
source. On the contrary, the peculiar argument based upon it in 
the Homilies suggests a different origin, and it is very probable 
that the passage, with its erroneous reference, was derived by both 
from another and common source.

Another passage is a phrase from the “ Lord’s Prayer,” which 
occurs in Horn. xix. 2 : “ But also in the prayer which he com
mended to us we have it said : Deliver us from the evil one ” 
('Pwat a v b  t o v  i r o v r j p o v ) .  It need scarcely be said that 
few Gospels can have been composed without including this 
prayer, and the occurrence of this short phrase demonstrates 
nothing more than the mere fact that the author of the Homilies 
was acquainted with one of the most universally known lessons 
of Jesus, or made use of a Gospel which contained it. There 
would have been cause for wonder had he been ignorant of it.

The only other passage which agrees literally with our Gospels 
is also a mere fragment from the parable of the Talents, and when 
the other references to the same parable are added, it is evident 
that the quotation is not from our Gospels. In Horn. iii. 65 the 
address to the good servant is introduced, “ Well done, good and 
faithful servant ” (EJ, SovXt a y a O i  k o I  i r u r T t ) ,  which agrees 
with the words in Matt. xxv. 21. The allusion to the parable of 
the talents in the context is perfectly clear, and the passage 
occurs in an address of the Apostle Peter to overcome the

x
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3°6 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

modest scruples of Zaccheus, the former publican, who has been 
selected by Peter as his successor in the Church of Caesarea when 
he is about to leave in pursuit of Simon the Magician. Anticipa
ting the possibility of his hesitating to accept the office, Peter, in 
an earlier part of his address, however, makes fuller allusions to 
the same parable of the talents, which we must contrast with the 
parallel in the first Synoptic. “ But if any of those present, 
having the ability to instruct the ignorance of men, shrink back 
from it, considering only his own ease, then let him expect to 
hear

H om . h i . 6 1 .
Thou wicked and slothful servant;

thou oughtest to have put out my 
money with the exchangers, and at 
my coming I should have exacted 
mine own.

Cast ye the unprofitable servant into 
the darkness without.

Ao5X« i r o v r jp l  koX O K m qpi,

(Set ire rb apyuptiv pov icpo- 
[iaXeir iTt Tuiy rpare^irtbp, kclL £yu> by 
iXBim lrpa(a to i / i iv

iKfSdXere t'Ov bxpeiov tiov\ov els rb 
<tk6tos t 6  i^unepov.

M a t t . x xv . 26-30. 
v. 26. Thou wicked and slothful 

servant, thou knewest that I reap 
where I sowed not, and gather from 
where I strawed not.

v. 27. Thou oughtest therefore to 
have put my money to the exchangers, 
and at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury, 

v. 28, 29. Take therefore, etc. 
v. 30. And cast ye the unprofit

able servant into the darkness with
out ; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.

v. 26. llovrjpi oou\e nal burypi, 
jjdets Sti ffeplfw, x.r.X.

v. 27. (Set 1re our fSaXetn r i  ipyvptbr 
pov rots TpareHrais, teaI iX6om iyoi 
IKOpiodp.ru>' bjr rd Ipbr our rbxip. 

v. 28, 29. ipare  of>, x.r.X. 
v. 30. xal roy axpeior dovXop le.dd- 

Xere els rb okotos rb tgurrepor- en d  
fcrrai 6 nXau&pbs, k .t.X .

The Homily does not end here, however, but continues in 
words not found in our Gospels at a ll: “ And reasonably : ‘ For,’ 
he says, “ it is thine, O man, to put my words as silver with 
exchangers, and to prove them as money.’ ”2 This passage is 
very analogous to another saying of Jesus, frequently quoted from 
an apocryphal Gospel, by the author of the Homilies, to which we 
shall hereafter more particularly refer, but here merely point o u t: 
“ Be ye approved money-changers ” (yivtcrdt Tpairei^Tai SoKifiot).* 
The variations from the parallel passages in the first and third 
Gospels, the peculiar application of the parable to the words of 
Jesus, and the addition of a saying not found in our Gospels, 
warrant us in denying that the quotations we are considering can

1 Luke xix. 23 substitutes £x/>a£a for ixofuadfiriv.
2 Kai €u\6ycos. Sou 7dp, <fyrjolp} AvOponrc, rot>s X̂ you* fiov u»j dpytipiow ^xl

TpcLTeftruv fiaXeiv, icai xptnaT« SoKi/xdcrai. Hom. iii. 61.
3 Horn. iii. 50; ii. 51, etc.
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be appropriated by our canonical Gospels, and, on the contrary, 
give good reason for the conclusion that the author derived his 
knowledge of the parable from another source.

There is no other quotation in the Clementine Homilies which 
literally agrees with our Gospels, and it is difficult, without incur
ring the charge of partial selection, to illustrate the systematic 
variation in such very numerous passages as occur in these writings. 
It would be tedious and unnecessary to repeat the test applied to 
the quotations of Justin, and give in detail the passages from the 
Sermon on the Mount which are found in the Homilies. Some of 
these will come before us presently ; but with regard to the whole, 
which are not less than fifty, we may broadly and positively state 
that they all more or less differ from our Gospels. To take the 
severest test, however, we shall compare those further passages 
which are specially adduced as most closely following our Gospels, 
and neglect the vast majority which widely differ from them. 
In addition to the passages which we have already examined, 
Credner1 points out the following. The first is from Horn. xix. 2a : 
“ If Satan cast out Satan he is divided against himself: how then 
can his kingdom stand ?' In the first part of this sentence the 
Homily reads, Ik^oW t) for the fKpaWu of the first Gospel, and the 
last phrase in each is as follows :—

Horn, tvs o&r airroO if /ScuriXela ;
Matt. Twt otfr O Tad^cercu  i) 8 c u r i\( la  airrov ;

The third Gospel differs from the first as the Homily does from 
both. The next passage is from Horn. xix. 73: “ For thus, said 
our Father, who was without deceit: out of abundance of heart 
mouth speaketh.” The Greek compared with that of Matt. xii. 34.

Horn. ’Ejc Tiptatrcu/xaros /capital UTOua XaXet
Matt. ’Ex y ip  tov T ep u n r ttf ia T o i rrjs napSlat r i  (TTOfxa XaXu.

The form of the Homily is much more proverbial. The next 
passage occurs in Horn. iii. 52 : “ Every plant which the heavenly 
Father did not plant shall be rooted up.” This agrees with the 
parallel in Matt. xv. 13, with the important exception, that 
although in the mouth of Jesus, “ the heavenly Father ” is substi
tuted for the “ my heavenly Father” of the Gospel. The last 
passage pointed out by Credner is from Horn. viii. 4 : “ But also 
* many,’ he said, ‘ called, but few chosen ’ which may be com
pared with Matt xx. 16, etc.

Horn. AXXA /ca2, xoXXoi, tfnjciv, kXijtoI, 6\ly<n 4k\* ktoI.
Matt xoXXoi ydp thnw k\ijtoI, 6\ly<n fe  £k\€ktoL

We have already fully discussed this passage of the Gospel in 
connection with the “ Epistle of Barnabas,”< and need not say 
more here.

2 Cf. Matt. xii. 26. 
4 P. 139 ff.
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The variations in these passages, it may be argued, are not very 
important. Certainly, if they were the exceptional variations 
amongst a mass of quotations perfectly agreeing with parallels in 
our Gospels, it might be exaggeration to base upon such diver
gences a conclusion that they were derived from a different source. 
When it is considered, however, that the very reverse is the case, 
and that these are passages selected for their closer agreement out 
of a multitude of others, either more decidedly differing from our 
Gospels or not found in them at all, the case entirely changes ; 
and, variations being the rule instead of the exception, these, 
however slight, become evidence of the use of a Gospel different 
from ours.

As an illustration of the importance of slight variations in 
connection with the question as to the source from which 
quotations are derived, the following may, at random, be pointed 
ou t: The passage, “ See thou say nothing to any man, but go thy 
way, show thyself to the priest” ("Opa pg&evl etirgis, dAAa 'nraye 
1r ta v ro v  8et£ov rip lepa), occurring in a work like the H o m ilie s  
would, supposing our second Gospel no longer extant, be referred to 
Matt. viii. 4, with which it entirely agrees. It is, however, actually 
taken from Mark i. 44, and not from the first Gospel. Then, 
again, supposing that our first Gospel had shared the fate of so 
many others of the voXXol of Luke, and in some early work the 
following passage was found : “ A prophet is not without honour, 
except in his own country and in his own house ” (Ova eemv -rpo- 
efn/j-nji (Lrifios el fir/ iv  r g  irarpl&i avrov  leal ev r g  oIkiij. a vro v), 
this passage would, undoubtedly, be claimed by apologists as a 
quotation from Mark vi. 4, and as proving the existence and use 
of that Gospel. The omission of the words “ and among his own 
kin ” (i<al ev rots crvyyeveeriv avrov)  would at first be explained as 
mere abbreviation, or defect of memory; but on the discovery 
that part or all of these words are omitted from some MSS., that, 
for instance, the phrase is erased from the oldest manuscript 
known—the Cod. Sinaiticus—the derivation from the second 
Gospel would be considered as established. The author, notwith
standing, might never have seen that Gospel, for the quotation is 
taken from Matt. xiii. 57.'

We have already quoted the opinion of De Wette as to the incon
clusive nature of the deductions to be drawn from the quotations 
in the pseudo-Clementine writings regarding their source, but in 
pursuance of the plan we have adopted we shall now examine the 
passages which he cites as most nearly agreeing with our Gospels.2 
The first of these occurs in Horn. iii. 18 : “ The Scribes and the

■ Cf. Matt. viii. 19-22; Luke ix. 57-60, etc. 
2 E in l. N . T ., p. 115.
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Pharisees sit upon Moses’ seat; all things, therefore, whatsoever 
they speak to you, hear them,” which is compared with Matt, 
xxiii. 2, 3: “ The Scribes and the Pharisees sit upon Moses’ 
seats ; all things, therefore, whatsoever they say to you, do and 
observe.” We subjoin the Greek of the latter half of these 
passages :—

Horn. T&9TCL ofrv Stra Xtyuxnv v/juv, a/coitere avrCjv.
Matt, irdpra o S p  Sera tap etruxrtp vpup Tcoctiaart /cal rrjpeiTe. 1

That the variation in the Homily is deliberate and derived from 
the Gospel used by the author is clear from the continuation: 
“ Hear them (avrwv), he said, as entrusted with the key of the 
kingdom, which is knowledge, which alone is able to open 
the gate of life, through which alone is the entrance to 
eternal life. But verily, he says: They possess the key
indeed, but to those who wish to enter in they do not grant 
it.”' The aur&iv is here emphatically repeated, and the further 
quotation and reference to the denunciation of the Scribes and 
Pharisees continue to differ distinctly from the account both in 
our first and third Gospels. The passage in Matt, xxiii. 13 reads: 
“ But woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 
shut the kingdom of heaven against men ; for ye go not in your
selves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” 3 The 
parallel in Luke xi. 52 is not closer. There the passage regarding 
Moses’ seat is altogether wanting, and in verse 52, where the 
greater similarity exists, the “ lawyers,” instead of the “ Scribes 
and Pharisees,” are addressed. The verse reads : “ Woe unto you, 
Lawyers ! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye 
entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered.”4 The first Gospel has not the direct image of the key 
at all : the Scribes and Pharisees “ shut the kingdom of heaven ” ; 
the third has “  the key of knowledge ”  (xAefSa t> /s  yiwtajs) 
taken away by the lawyers, and not by the Scribes and Pharisees, 
whilst the Gospel of the Homilies has the key of the kingdom 
(icAaSa rrjs /3<wi\cia<i), and explains that this key is knowledge 
(ijn s  « t t  1 y iw is). It is apparent that the first Gospel uses an

1 It is unnecessary to point out the various readings of the three last words 
in various MSS. Whether shortened or inverted, the difference from the 
Homily remains the same.

2 A Sr up St, etxcp, il>* rtjp kXeiSa ttji fiacriXeias xexKrrevfitpup, Ifris tcrrl 
ypCxrit, ff n6\rr) t^ p t v Xtjp r ip  fa ijt  dpol£ai Svparat, Si1 fjcSpiji eh t ))p aluplap 
{WV eUreXdeiP tcrrur ’AXX& pal, cfrqvlv, Kparovcrt fxkv ttjp icXeip, rear St (iovXo- 
fUpoit elcreXOeip oS Tcaptxovcnv. Horn. iii. 18 ; cf. Horn. iii. 70, xviii. 15, 16.

3 O6ol, k.p.X.........Sti kXelere t$)p fiacriXelav t u p  ovpavuv tfiTpoadep t u p
dpdpurrunr vfieit ydp oSk e la tpx^O e, oOSt rods eurepxoiitvovs acplere ehreXdeiv. 
Matt, xxiii. 13.

4 OSaX {/pup roTs vopu/coh, Sti 'Spare t^ p KXeiSa tt)* ypuxreur airrol ovk elcr^XOaT€ 
pal rods clvepxop-bovj t/cuXfoare. Luke xi. 52.
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expression more direct than the others, whilst the third Gospel 
explains i t ; but the Gospel of the Homilies has in all probability 
the simpler original words, the “ key of the kingdom,” which both 
of the others have altered for the purpose of more immediate 
clearness. In any case, it is certain that the passage does not 
agree with our Gospel.

The next quotation referred to by De Wette is in Horn. iii. 51 :
“ And also that he said : ‘ I am not come to destroy the law.......
the heaven and the earth will pass away, but one jot or one tittle 
shall in nowise pass from the law.’ ” This is compared with Matt, 
v. 17, 18 “ Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy but to fulfil, (v. 18) For 
verily I say unto you : Till heaven and earth pass away one jot or 
one tittle shall in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
The Greek of both passages reads as follows :—

H o m . m .  51 .

Ti S i  K a i f i r t i w  a i r r S w

O v *  I fX O o p  K a r a X v c r a t  r b p  p b f i o v .• « • «
' 0  ovpavbs Kai ij yf) TaptXeviroPTai iurra 

b  pda Kcpala ov fit) TaptXdrj d ird  
rod v6fiov>

M a t t . v . 17, 18.

M77 po/xltrrfT€ 6t i  fjXOov caraXiVai 
rbv pdfJLOv fj rous irpoQrtp-ar ovk ffXdov 
xaraXfweu dXXd TXrjpuxrai.

v. 1 8 . d/xijp ydp Xtyw vpuv, tws 9lp 
topiXOrj 6 ovpavbs Kai i) yij, lurra tv  H 
fila K€pala ov p.)) toptXSri d rb  rod 
vbfjiov, dv irdvra ytPTjrai.

That the omissions and variations in this passage are not acci
dental is proved by the fact that the same quotation occurs again 
literally in the Epistle from Peter2 which is prefixed to the 
Homilies in which the jraptXeiVovrai is repleated, and the 
sentence closes at the same pioint. The author in that place 
adds : “ This he said that all might be fulfilled ” (rovro St tipr/Kev, 
tva r a  vavra  yivrjrai). Hilgenfeld considers the Epistle of much 
more early date than the Homilies, and that this agreement 
bespieaks a particular text.3 The quotation does not agree with 
our Gospels, and must be assigned to another source.

The next passage pointed out by De Wette is the erroneous 
quotation from Isaiah which we have already examined.'* That 
which follows is found in Hom. viii. 7 : “ For on this account our 
Jesus himself said to one who frequently called him Ixird, yet did 
nothing which he commanded : Why dost thou say to me Lord, 
Lord, and doest not the things which I say ?” This is compiared 
with Luke vi. 46s: “ But why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say ?”

Hom. v i i i . 7.
TL fit X€y€ti, Kupte, kvpif, Kai ov 

TOtft* A Xe7u»;

L u k e  v i . 46 .

TJ 6i  KaX€iT€ Kvpie, icvpu xai ov 
roteire A Xeyuf;

1 Cf. Luke xvi. 17. 2 8 ii. 3 Die E w . Justin 's , p. 340.
4 P. 303 f. ; cf. Horn, xviii. 15, Matt. xiii. 35. 5 Cf. Matt. vii. 21.
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This passage differs from our Gospels in having the second 
person singular instead of the plural, and in substituting 
for xaXart in the first phrase. The Homily, moreover, in accor
dance with the use of the second person singular, distinctly 
states that the saying was addressed to a person who frequently 
called Jesus “ Lord,” whereas in the Gospels it forms part of the 
Sermon on the Mount, with a totally impersonal application to the 
multitude.

The next passage referred to by De Wette is in Horn. xix. 2 : 
“ And he declared that he saw the evil one as lightning fall from 
heaven.” This is compared with Luke x. 18, which has no 
parallel in the other Gospels: “ And he said to them, I beheld 
Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”

IIom. x i x .  2. L uke x .  18.
Kai Sn iibpaice rbr t orrjpir E ire r  Si a/rroTi ’E ffeibpovp rbr aa.TO.raP

u t  drrparipi rurirra  in roB ovparoo darparifr i n  TOV ovparoB rta irra . 
iSiiSuotr.
The substitution of rbv vovrjpov for rov traravav, had he found the 
latter in his Gospel, would be all the more remarkable from the 
fact that the author of the Homilies has just before quoted the 
saying, “ If Satan cast out Satan,”1 e tc .; and he continues in the 
above words to show that Satan had been cast out, so that the 
evidence would have been strengthened by the retention of the 
word in Luke, had he quoted that Gospel. The variations 
indicate that he quoted from another source.

The next passage pointed out by De Wette likewise finds a 
parallel only in the third Gospel. It occurs in Horn. ix. 22 : 
“ Nevertheless, though all demons with all the diseases flee before 
you, in this only is not to be your rejoicing, but in that, through 
grace, your names, as of the ever-living, are recorded in heaven.” 
This is compared with Luke x. 20 : “ Notwithstanding, in this 
rejoice not that the spirits are subject unto you, but rejoice that 
your names are written in the heavens.”

H om. ix . 22.
’AW ofion k A» rd rrc t Sailor f t  fieri 

rdrrup tCjp radon* boat (frcvywoir, out 
Iotip ip rovTtfi flirty1 xalpeo’, AAA’ ip 

S i  tv a p e a r ia r  r d  i v i f i a r a  u fid r  ip  
01'party Uu del f A r r u r  d r  a y  pa tprjrai.

L uke x. 20.
IIÂ c i r  Tovrty fiT) \a lp ert,  o n  rd 

rpeufiara v /ju p  irrordeacrai, xalpert Si 
o n  rA. ir ifia ra  vflair iyy iyp a T ra t i r  
r o l t  ovpaeoit .

The differences between these two passages are too great, and the 
peculiarities of the Homily too marked, to require any argument to 
demonstrate that the quotation cannot be successfully claimed by 
our third Gospel. On the contrary, as one of so many other 
passages systematically varying from the canonical Gospels, it 
must be assigned to another source.

'  S e e  p . 30 7 .
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De Wette says: “ A few others (quotations) presuppose 
(voraussetzen) the Gospel of Mark,”1 and he gives them. The 
first occurs in Horn. ii. 19 : “ There is a certain Justa3 amongst us, 
a Syrophoenician, a Canaanite by race, whose daughter was affected 
by a sore disease, and who came to our Lord crying out and 
supplicating that he would heal her daughter. But he, being also 
asked by us, said : ‘ It is not meet to heal the Gentiles who are 
like dogs from their using different meats and practices, whilst the 
table in the kingdom has been granted to the sons of Israel.’ But 
she, hearing this and exchanging her former manner of life for that 
of the sons of the kingdom, in order that she might, like a dog, 
partake of the crumbs falling from the same table, obtained, as she 
desired, healing for her daughter.”3 This is compared with 
Mark vii. 24-30,3 as it is the only Gospel which calls the woman 
a Syrophoenician. The Homily, however, not only calls her so, 
but gives her name as “ Justa.” If, therefore, it be argued 
that the mention of her nationality supposes that the author 
found the fact in his Gospel, and because we know no 
other but Marks which gives that information, that he therefore 
derived it from our second Gospel, the additional mention of the 
name of “ Justa” on the same grounds necessarily points to the 
use of a Gospel which likewise contained it, which our Gospel 
does not. Nothing can be more decided than the variation in 
language throughout this whole passage from the account in Mark, 
and the reply of Jesus is quite foreign to our Gospels. In Mark 
(vii. 25) the daughter has “ an unclean spirit ” (irvtxfia aKadaprov) ; 
in Matthew (xv. 22) she is “ grievously possessed by a devil” 
(xaKujf Sai/iovtftTat), but in the Homily she is “ affected by a 
sore disease ” (<VX ^aA.«n}s voa-ov (rvvti\€To). The second 
Gospel knows nothing of any intercession on the part of the 
disciples, but Matthew has: “ And the disciples came and
besought him (-qptlnwv avrov), saying : ‘ Send her away, for she
crieth after us,’”6 whilst the Homily has merely “ being also asked 
by us” (d£uadeIs), in the sense of intercession in her favour. The 
second Gospel gives the reply of Jesus as follows: “ Let the 
children first be filled ; for it is not meet to take the bread of the 
children, and to cast it to the dogs. And she answered and said 
unto him : ‘ Yea, Lord, for the dogs also eat under the table of the 
crumbs of the children.’ And he said unto her : ‘ For this saying

1 Einl. N. T., p . 115. “ C f. Horn. iii . 73  ; x ii i .  7 .
3 Horn. ii. 19. 4 C f. M a t t .  x v . 2 1 -2 8 .
5 “  T h e  w o m a n  w a s  a  G re e k ,  a  S y ro p h o e n ic ia n  b y  n a t io n .”  (v Si yvri) t/r

'E X X ijvit, Zu/xxpotrlKUTtra rt? yirei). M a rk  v ii. 2 6 . “  A  w o m a n  o f  C a n a a n ”
(yvrb Xaramla). M a tt .  x v . 22 .

6 M a t t .  xv . 23 .
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go thy w ay; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.’ The 
nature of the reply of the woman is, in the Gospels, the reason 
given for granting her request; but in the Homily the woman’s 
conversion to Judaism,2 that is to say Judeo-Christianity, is 
prominently advanced as the cause of her successful pleading. It 
is certain from the whole character of this passage, the variation 
of the language, and the reply of Jesus which is not in our Gospels 
at all, that the narrative cannot rightly be assigned to them ; but 
the more reasonable inference is that it was derived from another 
source.

The last of I>e Wette’s3 passages is from Horn. iii. 57: “ Hear, 
0  Israel ; the Lord thy* God is one Ix>rd.” • This is a quotation 
from Deuteronomy vi. 4, which is likewise quoted in the second 
Gospel, xii. 29, in reply to the question, “ Which is the first 
Commandment of all? Jesus answered: The first is, Hear, O 
Israel; the Lord our God is one Lord, and thou shalt love the 
I-ord thy God,” etc. In the Homily, however, the quotation 
is made in a totally different connection, for there is no question 
of commandments at all, but a clear statement of the circumstances 
under which the passage was used, which excludes the idea that 
this quotation was derived from Mark xii. 29. The context in the 
Homily is as follows : “ But to those who were beguiled to imagine 
many Gods as the Scriptures say, he said: Hear, O Israel,” 
etc. s There is no hint of the assertion of many gods in the 
Gospels: but, on the contrary, the question is put by one of the 
scribes in Mark to whom Jesus says : “ Thou art not far from the 
Kingdom of God.”6 The quotation, therefore, cannot be legiti
mately appropriated by the second Synoptic, but may with much 
greater probability be assigned to a different Gospel.

VVe may here refer to the passage, the only one pointed out by 
him in connection with the Synoptics, the discovery of which, Dr. 
'Vestcott affirms, “ has removed the doubts which had long been 
raised about those (allusions) to St. Mark.”? The discovery 
referred to is that of the Codex Ottobonianus by Dressel, which 
contains the concluding part of the Homilies, and which was first 
published by him in 1853. Dr. Westcott says: “ Though St. 
Mark has few peculiar phrases, one of these is repeated verbally in 
the concluding part of the 19th Homily.”8 The passage is as 
follows: Horn. xix. 20 : “ Wherefore also he explained to his 
disciples privately the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens.”

1 Mark vii. 27-29. 2 Cf. Ilom. xiii. 7. 3 Einl. N. T . , p. 115.
* Although most MSS. have trou in this place, some, as, for instance, that

edited by Colelerius, read iVuw.
s Horn. iii. 57. 6 Mark xii. 34.
7 On the Canon, p. 251. 8 Cf. lb., p. 252.
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This is compared with Mark iv. 34........“ and privately, to his own
disciples, he explained all things.”

Hom. x i x .  20.
Aid kcu ro is  aiiTov n a d i jr a h  kc lt' iSLav 

i r i \ v f  TTjt two oifnwC>v j ia a i\c la .i  t 4  
fllKTTfipta. ■

M ark  iv . 34.
...........h o t ’ iSlap Si roil ISI011 p a f ij-

rail ir e \ i* r  rdvra.1

We have only a few words to add to complete the whole of Dr- 
Westcott’s remarks upon the subject. He adds after the quotation: 
“ This is the only place where briXwo occurs in the Gospels.”2 
We may, however, point out that it occurs also in Acts xix. 39 
and 2 Peter i. 20. It is upon the coincidence of this word that 
Dr. Westcott rests his argument that this passage is a reference to 
Mark. Nothing, however, could be more untenable than such a 
conclusion from such an indication. The phrase in the Homily 
presents a very marked variation from the passage in Mark. The 
“ all things ” (iravra) of the Gospel reads : “ The mysteries of the 
kingdom of the heavens ” (rrjs t m v  ovpavuiv flacri-Was ra /jvtmjpia) 
in the Homily. The passage in Mark iv. 11, to which Dr. YVest- 
cott does not refer, reads rb  / iw m /p io v  t tJ s  flour oXtlas tov dtoi. 
There is one very important matter, however, which our apologist 
has omitted to point out, and which, it seems to us, decides the 
case—the context in the Homily. The chapter commences thus: 
“ And Peter said : We remember that our Lord and Teacher, as 
commanding, said to us : ‘ Guard the mysteries for me, and the 
sons of my house.’ Wherefore, also he explained to his disciples 
privately,” etc.3 ; and then comes our passage. Now, here is a 
command of Jesus, in immediate connection with which the 
phrase before us is quoted, which does not appear in our Gospels, 
and which clearly establishes the use of a different source. 
The phrase itself, which differs from Mark, as we have seen, may, 
with all right, be referred to the same unknown Gospel.

It must be borne in mind that all the quotations which we have 
hitherto examined are those which have been selected as most 
closely approximating to passages in our Gospels. Space forbids 
our giving illustrations of the vast number which so much more 
widely differ from parallel texts in the Synoptics. YY'e shall confine 
ourselves to pointing out, in the briefest possible manner, some of 
the passages which are persistent in their variations, or recall 
similar passages in the Memoirs of Justin. The first of these is 
the injunction in Hom. iii. 55 : “ Let your yea be yea, your nay

1 Dr. Westcott quotes this reading, which is supported by the Codices B, C, 
Sinaiticus, and others. The Codex A/exandrintts and a majority of other 
MSS. read for roir ISloit /latbjrais,—“ rots uud-qrax auroe,” which is closer to the 
passage in the Homily. It is fair that this should be pointed out. 

a On the Canons p. 252, note 1. 3 Hom. xix. 2a
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nay, for whatsoever is more than these cometh of the evil one.” 
The same saying is repeated in Horn. xix. with the sole addition 
o f “ and.” We subjoin the Greek of these, together with that of 
the Gospel and Justin with which the Homilies agree :—

Horn. iii. 55. *Ecrroj vfiwp rb val pal rb oO off'
Horn. xix. 2. "E<rrw v îwp rb pal val teal rb off off.
Apol.y i. 16. 'Eotw & ufiwp rb pal pal ko! rb oO off.
Matt. v. 37. ■'Etrrw 6 \6yos ufiup pal pal off off.

As we have already discussed this passage,1 we need not repeat our 
remarks here. That it comes from a source different from 
our Gospels is rendered still more probable by the quotation 
in Horn. xix. 2 being preceded by another which has no parallel 
in our Gospels. “ And elsewhere he said : ‘ He who sowed 
the bad seed is the devil ’ ( ' ( )  Si t o  Kaxbv (rtrepfia cnrtlpas icrr'iv 6 
W/JoXosa) ; and again: ‘ Give no pretext to the evil one ’ (Mr) 
Sort irpotjxuriv rip rrov>//xp). But in exhorting he prescribes : ‘ Î et 
your yea be yea,’ ” etc. The first of these phrases differs markedly 
from our Gospels; the second is not in them at all ; the third, 
which we are considering, differs likewise in an important degree 
in common with Justin’s quotation, and there is every reason for 
supprosing that the whole were derived from the same unknown 
source.

In the same Homily (xix. 2) there occurs also a passage 
which exhibits variations likewise found in Justin, which we have 
already examined, 3 and now merely point o u t: “ Begone into the 
darkness without, which the Father hath prepared for the devil 
and his angels.”4 The quotation in Justin {Dial. 76) agrees 
exactly with this, with the exception that Justin has Sarai^ instead 
of dta/ioAy, which is not important, whilst the agreement in the 
marked variation from the parallel in the first Gospel establishes 
the probability of a common source different from ours.

We have also already5 referred to the p>assage in Horn. xvii. 4: 
“ No one knew (cyvw) the Father but the Son, even as no one 
knoweth the son but the Father and those to whom the Son is 
minded to reveal him.” This quotation differs from Matt. xi. 27 
in form, in language, and in meaning; but agrees with Justin’s 
reading of the same text, and, as we have shown, the use of the 
aorist here, and the transposition of the order, were characteristics 
of the Gospels used by Gnostics and other parties in the early 
Church ; and the passage, with these variations, was regarded by 
them as the basis of some of their leading doctrines.6 That the

■ P. 226, n. r, p. 235 f. 3 Cf. Matt. xiii. 39.
3 P. 226, n. 4, p. 235 f. * Horn. xix. 2; cf. Matt. xxv. 41.
5 P. 252 ff.
6 Irerueus, Adv. H ar. , iv. 6, §§ I, 3, 7 ; cf. p. 254 f.
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variation is not accidental, but a deliberate quotation from- a 
written source, is proved by this, and by the circumstance that the 
author of the Homilies repeatedly quotes it elsewhere in the same 
form.1 It is unreasonable to suppose that the quotations in these 
Homilies are so systematically and consistently erroneous, and not 
only can they not, from their actual variations, be legitimately 
referred to the Synoptics exclusively, but, considering all the 
circumstances, the only natural conclusion is that they are derived 
from a source different from our Gospels.

Another passage occurs in Horn. iii. 50 : “ Wherefore ye do err, 
not knowing the true things of the Scriptures ; and on this account 
ye are ignorant of the power of God.” This is compared with 
Mark xii. 24 :3 “ Do ye not therefore err, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God ?”

I I om . i i i . 50.
A id  t o v t o  i r \ a v a o 6 t t /iT) c id  a r t s  r a  

aX ii d fi  t u t  y p a ip U T ,  o ’  t l v f K f v  A y r o f l r c  
TTjt> ddra/ur t o v  GeoO.

M a r k  x i i . 2 4 .

GO 5td to ito  ir\ardoOf *i&OTf s 
rds ypatftas rr jr  SOra/ur t o v
GeoO ;

The very same quotation is made both in Horn. ii. 51 and
xviii. 20, and in each case in which the passage is introduced it is 
in connection with the assertion that there are true and false 
Scriptures, and that, as there are in the Scriptures some true sayings 
and some false, Jesus, by these words, showed to those who erred 
by reason of the false the cause of their error. There can scarcely 
be a doubt that the author of the Homilies quotes this passage from 
a Gospel different from ours, and this is demonstrated by the 
important variation from our text, by its consistent repetition, 
and by the context in which it stands.

Upon each occasion, also, that the author of the Homilies 
quotes the foregoing passage he likewise quotes another saying of 
Jesus which is foreign to our Gospels : “ Be ye approved money
changers,” yivvrdt Tpairt̂ LTai Sokl/xolJ The sentence is thrice 
quoted without variation, and each time, together with the pre
ceding passage, it refers to the necessity of discrimination between 
true and false sayings in the Scriptures, as, for instance: “ And 
Peter said : If, therefore, of the Scriptures some are true and some 
are false, our Teacher rightly said : ‘ Be ye approved money
changers,’ as in the Scriptures there are some approved sayings and 
some spurious.”'* This is one of the best known of the apocryphal 
sayings of Jesus, and it is quoted by nearly all the Fathers,s by

1 Horn, xviii. 4, 6, 7, 8, 13, 20. 
a Cf. Matt. xxii. 29, which is still more remote.
3 Horn. ii. 51, iii. 50, xviii. 20. * Horn. ii. 51.
5 Apost. Constit., ii. 36 ; cf. 37 ; Clem. Al., Strom., i. 28, § 177 ; cf. ii. 4, 

§ 15, vi. 10, § 81, vii. 15, § 90; Origen, in Joan. T. xix., vol. iv .,p . 289;
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many as from Holy Scripture, and by some ascribed to the Gospel 
of»the Nazarenes, or the Gospel according to the Hebrews. There 
can be no question here that the author quotes an apocryphal 
Gospel.

There is, in immediate connection with both the preceding 
passages, another saying of Jesus quoted which is not found in 
our Gospels: “ Why do ye not discern the good reason of the 
Scriptures?” “Ata t I ov vodre rb tvkoyov i w  ypatfauiv."1 This 
passage also comes from a Gospel different from ours, and the 
connection and sequence of these quotations is very significant.

One further illustration and we have done. We find the 
following in Horn. iii. 55 : “And to those who think that God 
tempts, as the Scriptures say, he said: ‘ The evil one is the 
tempter,’ who also tempted himself.”2 This short saying is not 
found in our Gospels ; it probably occurred in the Gospel of the 
Homilies in connection with the temptation of Jesus. It is not 
improbable that the writer of the Epistle of James, who shows 
acquaintance with a Gospel different from ours,  ̂ also knew this 
saying.4 We are here again directed to the Ebionite Gospel. 
Certainly the quotation is derived from a source different from 
our Gospels.

These illustrations of the evangelical quotations in the Clementine 
Homilies give but an imperfect impression of the character of the 
extremely numerous passages which occur in the work. We 
have selected for our examination the quotations which have 
been specially cited by critics as closest to parallels in our Gospels, 
and have thus submitted the question to the test which is most 
favourable to the claims of our Synoptics. Space forbids our 
adequately showing the much wider divergence which exists in 
the great majority of cases between them and the quotations in 
the Homilies. To sum up the case : Out of more than a hundred 
of these quotations only four brief and fragmentary phrases 
really agree with parallels in our Synoptics, and these are 
either not used in the same context as in our Gospels, or are 
of a nature far from special to them.- Of the rest, all 
without exception vary more or less from our Gospels, and 
many in their variations agree with similar quotations in other 
writers, or on repeated quotation always present the same 
peculiarities, whilst others, professed to be direct quotations of

Epiphanius, Hier., xliv. 2, p. 382 ; Hieron., Ep. ad M inin', et Alex., 119 (al. 
132); Comm, in  Ep. ad Ephes., iv. ; Grabe, Spicil. P a tr .,\., p. 13 f., 326; 
Cotelerius, Pair. Ap., i., p. 249 f. ; Fabricius, Cod. Apocr. N. T . , ii., p. 324.

' Horn. iii. 30.
2 Tots SI olofUroii Sri 6 6(01 r t i  p&fei, u>s at V fa (pal \tyovciv tipv  * 0  ronjpSt 

tarir 6 reipdfur, 6 koX aurbv reipdeai. Horn. iii. 33.
3 Cf. v. 12. 4 Cf. i. 13.
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sayings of Jesus, have no parallels in our Gospels at all. Upon 
the hypothesis that the author made use of our Gospels, such 
systematic divergence would be perfectly unintelligible and 
astounding. On the other hand, it must be remembered that the 
agreement of a few passages with parallels in our Gospels cannot 
prove anything. The only extraordinary circumstance is that, 
even using a totally different source, there should not have been 
a greater agreement with our Synoptics. But for the universal 
inaccuracy of the human mind, every important historical saying, 
having obviously only one distinct original form, would in all 
truthful histories have been reported in that one unvarying form. 
The nature of the quotations in the Clementine Homilies leads to 
the inevitable conclusion that their author derived them from a 
Gospel different from ours ; at least, since the source of these quota
tions is never named throughout the work, and there is not the 
faintest direct indication of our Gospels, the Clementine Homilies 
cannot be considered witnesses of any value as to the origin and 
authenticity of the canonical Gospels. That this can be said of 
a work written at least a century and a half after the establish
ment of Christianity, and abounding with quotations of the 
discourses of Jesus, is in itself singularly suggestive.

It is scarcely necessary to add that the author of the Homilies 
has no idea of any canonical writings but those of the Old 
Testament, though, even with regard to these, some of our 
quotations have shown that he held peculiar views, and believed 
that they contained spurious elements. There is no reference in 
the Homilies to any of the Epistles of the New Testament.

One of the most striking points in this work, on the other 
hand, is its determined animosity against the Apostle Paul. We 
have seen that a strong anti-Pauline tendency was exhibited by 
many of the Fathers, who, like the author of the Homilies, made 
use of Judeo-Christian Gospels different from ours. In this work, 
however, the antagonism against the “ Apostle of the Gentiles ” 
assumes a tone of peculiar virulence. There cannot be a doubt 
that the Apostle Paul is attacked in it, as the great enemy of the 
true faith, under the hated name of Simon the Magician, whom 
Peter follows everywhere for the purpose of unmasking and con
futing him. He is robbed of his title of “Apostle of the Gentiles,” 
which, together with the honour of founding the Church of 
Antioch, of Laodicaea, and of Rome, is ascribed to Peter. All 
that opposition to Paul which is implied in the Epistle to the 
Galatians and elsewhere1 is here realised and exaggerated, and the 
personal difference with Peter to which Paul refers3 is widened

1 I Cor. i. i i , 12; 2 Cor. xi. 13, 20 f.; Philip, i. 15, 16. 
a Gal. ii. 11 ; cf. I Cor. i. II, 12.

Digitized by C x O O Q l e



TH E CLEM ENTINES 3«9

into the most bitter animosity. In the Epistle of Peter to James, 
which is prefixed to the Homilies, Peter says, in allusion to Paul: 
“ For some among the Gentiles have rejected my lawful preaching 
and accepted certain lawless and foolish teaching of the hostile 
man.”1 First expounding a doctrine of duality, as heaven and 
earth, day and night, life and death,3 Peter asserts that in Nature 
the greater things come first; but amongst men the opposite is 
the case, and the first is worse, and the second better.3 He then 
says to Clement that it is easy, according to this order, to discern 
to what class Simon (Paul) belongs, “ who came before me to the 
Gentiles; and to which I belong who have come after him, and 
have followed him as light upon darkness, as knowledge upon 
ignorance, as health upon disease.”« He continues : “ If he had 
been known he would not have been believed; but now, not 
being known, he is wrongly believed ; and though by his acts 
he is a hater, he has been loved; and, although an enemy, he 
has been welcomed as a friend; and, though he is death, 
he has been desired as a saviour; and, though fire, esteemed 
as light; and, though a deceiver, he is listened to as speaking the 
truth.”* There is much more of this acrimonious abuse put into 
the mouth of Peter.6 The indications that it is Paul who is really 
attacked under the name of Simon are much too clear to admit 
of doubt. In Horn. xi. 35, Peter, warning the Church against 
false teachers, says: “ He who hath sent us, our Lord and
Prophet, declared to us that the evil one....... announced that he
would send, from amongst his followers, apostles? to deceive. 
Therefore, above all, remember to avoid every apostle, or 
teacher, or prophet, who first does not accurately compare his 
teaching with that of James, called the brother of my Lord, and 
to whom was confided the ordering of the Church of the Hebrews 
in Jerusalem,” etc., lest this evil*one should send a false preacher 
to them, “ as he has sent to us Simon preaching a counterfeit of 
truth in the name of our Lord and disseminating error.”8 Further 
on he speaks more plainly still. Simon maintains that he has a 
truer appreciation of the doctrines and teaching of Jesus, because 
he has recieved his inspiration by supernatural vision, and not 
merely by the common experience of the senses,» and Peter 
replies: “ If, therefore, our Jesus, indeed, was seen in a vision, 
was known by thee, and conversed with thee, it was only as one

1 Epist. Petri adJacobum, § 2. Dr. Westcott quotes this passage with the 
observation, “  There can be no doubt that St. Paul is referred to as * the 
enemy ’" (On the Canon, p. 252, note 2).

3 Horn. ii. 15. 3 ] b , t ii. 1 6 . 4 j b . t ii. 17.
5 lb., ii. 18. 6 Cf. Horn. iii. 59; vii. 2, 4, 10, 11.
7 We have already pointed out that this declaration is not in our Gospels.
8 Hon1. xi. 35 ; cf. GaJat. i. 7 ff. 9 lb ., xvii. 13 ff.
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angry with an adversary....... But can anyone, through a vision, be
made wise to teach ? And if thou sayest ‘ It is possible,’ then, 
wherefore did the Teacher remain and discourse for a whole year 
to us who were awake ? And how can we believe thy story that 
he was seen by thee ? And how could he have been seen by thee 
when thy thoughts are contrary to his teaching? But if seen and 
taught by him for a single hour, thou becamest an apostle*—preach 
his words, interpret his sayings, love his apostles, oppose not me 
who consorted with him. For thou hast directly withstood me 
who am a firm rock, the foundation of the Church. If thou hadst 
not been an adversary, thou wouldst not have calumniated me, thou 
wouldst not have reviled my teaching, in order that, when declaring 
what I have myself heard from the Lord, I might not be believed,
as though I were condemned....... But if thou callest me condemned,
thou speakest against God, who revealed Christ to me,’ ”2 etc. This 
last phrase, “ If thou callest me condemned ” ("H el Kareryvioa-fievov 
/it Aty«ts), is an evident allusion to Galat. ii. 11 : “ I withstood him 
to the face, because he was condemned ” (ort K a rtyvw r/u vo s Jjv).

We have digressed to a greater extent than we intended, but it 
is not unimportant to show the general character and tendency of 
the work we have been examining. The Clementine Homilies— 
written certainly not earlier than the end of the second century ; 
which never name nor indicate any Gospel as the source of the 
author’s knowledge of evangelical history; whose quotations of 
sayings of Jesus, numerous as they are, systematically differ from the 
parallel passages of our Synoptics, or are altogether foreign to them; 
which denounce the Apostle Paul as an impostor, enemy of the 
faith, and disseminator of false doctrine, and therefore repudiate 
his Epistles, at the same time equally ignoring all the other writings 
of the New Testament—can scarcely be considered as giving 
much support to any theory of Ihe early formation of the New 
Testament Canon, or as affording evidence even of the existence 
of its separate books.

Among the writings which used formally to be ascribed to Justin 
Martyr, and to be published along with his genuine works, is the 
short composition commonly known as the “ Epistle to Diognetus.” 
The ascription of this composition to Justin arose solely from the 
fact that in the only known MS. of the letter there is an inscription. 
Too avrov  srpos Aioyvtjrov, which, from its connection, was referred 
to Justin.* The style and contents of the work, however, soon

1 Cf. I Cor. ix. I ff. “ Am I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord?” Cf. Galat. i. i ; i. 12, “ For neither did I myself receive it by man, 
nor was I taught it but by revelation of Jesus Christ.”

’ Horn. xvit. 19.
3 Otto, Ep. ad Diognetum, etc., 1852, p. 11 f.
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convinced critics that it could not possibly have been written by 
Justin, and although it has been ascribed by various isolated writers 
to Apollos, Clement, Marcion, Quadratus, and others, none of these 
guesses have been seriously supported, and critics are almost 
universally agreed in confessing that the author of the Epistle is 
entirely unknown.

Such being the case, the difficulty of assigning a date to the work 
with any degree of certainty is extreme, if it be not absolutely impos
sible to do so. This difficulty is increased by several circumstances. 
The first and most important of these is the fact that the Epistle to 
Diognetus is neither quoted nor mentioned by any ancient writer, 
and consequently there is no external evidence to indicate the 
period of its composition. Moreover, it is not only anonymous 
but incomplete, or, at least, as we have it, not the work of a single 
writer. At the end of chap. x. a break is indicated, and the two 
concluding chapters are unmistakably by a different and later 
hand. It is not singular, therefore, that there exists a wide 
difference of opinion as to the date of the first ten chapters, 
although all agree regarding the later composition of the 
concluding portion. It is assigned by critics to various 
periods ranging from about the end of the first quarter 
of the second century to the end of the third century or later, 
whilst many denounce it as a mere modern forgery. Nothing can 
be more insecure in one direction than the date of a writing derived 
alone from internal evidence. Allusions to actual occurrences 
may with certainty prove that a work could only have been 
written after they had taken place. The mere absence of later 
indications in an anonymous Epistle only found in a single MS. of 
the thirteenth or fourteenth century, however, and which may have 
been, and probably was, written expressly in imitation of early 
Christian feeling, cannot furnish any solid basis for an early date. 
It must be evident that the determination of the date of this 
Epistle cannot, therefore, be regarded as otherwise than doubtful 
and arbitrary. It is certain that the purity of its Greek and the 
elegance of its style distinguish it from all other Christian works 
of the period to which so many assign it.

The Epistle to Diognetus does not furnish any evidence 
even of the existence of our Synoptics, for it is admitted 
that it does not contain a single direct quotation from any 
evangelical work. We shall hereafter have to refer to this Epistle 
in connection with the fourth Gospel, but in the meantime it may 
be well to add that in chap, xii., one of those, it will be remem
bered, which are admitted to be of later date, a brief quotation is 
made from 1 Cor. viii. 1, introduced merely by the words, 
o twrooroAos Atytt.

Y
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CHAPTER VI.

BASILIDF.S—VALENTINUS.

YVe must now turn back to an earlier period, and consider any 
evidence regarding the synoptic Gospels which may be furnished 
by the so-called heretical writers of the second century. The first 
of these who claims our attention is Basilides, the founder of a 
system of Gnosticism, who lived in Alexandria about the year 125 
of our era.1 With the exception of a very few brief fragments,’ 
none of the writings of this Gnostic have been preserved, and all 
our information regarding them is, therefore, derived at second
hand from ecclesiastical writers opposed to him and his doctrines ; 
and their statements, especially where acquaintance with, and the 
use of, the New Testament Scriptures are assumed, must be 
received with very great caution. The uncritical and inaccurate 
character of the Fathers rendered them peculiarly liable to be 
misled by foregone devout conclusions.

Eusebius states that Agrippa Castor, who had written a refutation 
of the doctrines of Basilides, “ says that he had composed twenty- 
four books upon the Gospel.”3 This is interpreted by Tischendorf, 
without argument, and in a most arbitrary and erroneous manner, 
to imply that the work was a commentary upon our four canonical 
Gospels;« a conclusion the audacity of which can scarcely be 
exceeded. This is, however, almost surpassed by the treatment 
of Dr. YVestcott, who writes regarding Basilides: “ It appears, 
moreover, that he himself published a Gospel—a ‘ Life of Christ,’ 
as it would perhaps be called in our days, or ‘The Philosophy 
of Christianity’s—but he admitted the historic truth of all the 
facts contained in the canonical Gospels, and used them as 
Scripture. For, in spite of his peculiar opinions, the testimony of 
Basilides to our ‘ acknowledged ’ books is comprehensive and 
clear. In the few pages of his writings which remain there are 
certain references to the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Luke, and 
St. John,”6 etc. Now, such representations as these, made in

1 Eusebius, H. E . , iv. 7, 8, 9.
* Grabe, S p irit. Pair., ii., p. 39 ff., 65 ff.
3 H. £ . ,  iv. 7. * IVann warden, u. s. w . , p. si f.
5 These names are, of course, pure inventions of Dr. YVestcott’s fancy.
6 On the Canon, p. 255 f. [Since these remarks were first made. Dr. 

Westcott has somewhat enlarged his account of Basilides, but we still consider 
that his treatment of the subject is deceptive and incomplete. ]
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the absence of any explanation of the facts, or any statement of 
the reasons for such unqualified assertions, and totally ignoring 
the whole of the discussion with regard to the supposed quota
tions of Basilides in the work commonly ascribed to Hippolytus, 
and the adverse results of learned criticism, must be condemned 
as only calculated to mislead readers unacquainted with the 
facts of the case.

We know from the evidence of antiquity that Basilides made 
use of a Gospel, written by himself, it is said, but certainly called 
after his own name.1 An attempt has been made to explain this 
by suggesting that perhaps the work mentioned by Agrippa Castor 
may have been mistaken for a Gospel; but the fragments of that 
work which are still extant3 are of a character which precludes the 
possibility that any writing of which they formed a part could have 
been considered a Gospel. Various opinions have been expressed 
as to the exact nature of the Gospel of Basilides. Neander affirmed 
it to be the Gospel according to the Hebrews which he brought 
from Syria to Egypt ;3 whilst Schneckenburger held it to be the 
Gospel according to the Egyptians.4 Others believe it to have at 
least been based upon one or other of these Gospels. There 
seems most reason for the hypothesis that it was a form of 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews which was so generally 
in use.

Returning to the passage already quoted, in which Eusebius 
states, on the authority of Aggrippa Castor, whose works are no 
longer extant, tha t Basilides had composed a work in twenty-four 
books on the Gospel (to tvayye\.u>v), and to the unwarrantable 
inference that this must have been a work on our four Gospels, 
we must add that, so far from deriving his doctrines from our 
Gospels or other New Testament writings, or acknowledging their 
authority, Basilides professed that he received his knowledge of 
the truth from Glaucias, “ the interpreter of Peter,” whose disciple 
he claimed to be,5 and thus practically sets Gospels aside and 
prefers tradition. Basilides also claimed to have received from a 
certain Matthias the report of private discourses which he had 
heard from the Saviour for his special instruction.6 Agrippa 
Castor further stated, according to Eusebius, that in his i r̂pyriTina

' Ausus fu il  et Basilides scribere Evangelium et sue illud nomine litulare. 
Origen, Horn. i. in Lucam. Ausus est etiarn Basilides Evangelium scribere 
quod dicitur secundum Basilidem. Ambros., Comment, in Luc. Proem. 
Hieron., Praf. in Matt.

1 Grabe, Sfiicil. Pair., ii., p. 39 ff., 65 ff. ; Qemens Al., Strom., iv. 12.
3 Gnost. Syst., p. 84 ; cf. K . G., 1843, ii., p. 709, anm. 2.
4 Ueb. d. Ev. a. cEgypt., 1834.
5 Clem. Al., Strom., vii. 17, 5 106.
6 Hippolytus, Reful. Omn. Herr., vii. 20; ed. Duncker et Schneidewin, 

1859.
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Basilides named for himself, as prophets, Barcabbas and Barcoph 
(Parchor1), as well as invented others who never existed, and 
claimed their authority for his doctrines.* With regard to all 
this Dr. Westcott writes: “ Since Basilides lived on the verge of 
the apostolic times, it is not surprising that he made use of other 
sources of Christian doctrine besides the canonical books. The 
belief in Divine Inspiration was still fresh and real,” 3 etc. It is 
apparent, however, that Basilides, in basing his doctrines upon 
tradition and upon these apocryphal books as inspired, and in 
having a special Gospel called after his own name, which, there
fore, he clearly adopts as the exponent of his ideas of Christian 
truth, completely ignores the canonical Gospels, and not only 
does not offer any evidence for their existence, but proves, on the 
contrary, that he did not recognise any such works as of authority. 
There is no ground, therefore, for Tischendorfs assumption that 
the commentary of Basilides “ on the Gospel ” was written upon 
our Gospels, but that idea is negatived in the strongest way by all 
the facts of the case. The perfectly simple interpretation of the 
statement is that long ago suggested by Valesius,* that the Com
mentary of Basilides was composed upon his own Gospel, whether 
it was the Gospel according to the Hebrews or the Egyptians.

Moreover, it must be borne in mind that Basilides used the 
word “ Gospel ” in a peculiar sense. Hippolytus, in the work 
usually ascribed to him, writing of the Basilidians and describing 
their doctrines, says : “ When therefore it was necessary, he (?) 
says, that we, the children of God, should be revealed, in 
expectation of whose revelation, he says, the creation groaned and 
travailed, the Gospel came into the world, and passed through 
every principality and power and dominion, and every name that is 
named,” etc. “ The Gospel, therefore, came first from the Sonship, 
he says, through the Son, sitting by the Archon, to the Archon, 
and the Archon learnt that he was not the God of all things, but 
begotten,”s etc. “ The Gospel, according to them, is the know
ledge of supramundane matters,”6 etc. This may not be very 
intelligible, but it is sufficient to show that “ the Gospel ” in a 
technical sense? formed a very important part of the system of 
Basilides. Now, there is nothing whatever to show that the 
twenty-four books which he composed “ on the Gospel ” were not

1 Isidorus, his son and disciple, wrote a commentary on the prophecy of  
Parchor (Clem. A l., Strom., vi. 6, § 53), in which he further refers to the 
“ prophecy of Cham.”

3 Euseb., II. E . , iv. 7. 3 On the Canon,- p. 255.
* Cf. Fabricius, Cod. Apoor. N. 7 ., i . , p. 343, not. m. 
s lb ., vii. 26; cf. 27, etc. 6 lb ., vii. 27.
1 Dr. Westcott admits this technical use of the word, of course (On the 

Canon, p. 255 note 4).
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in elucidation of the Gospel as technically understood by him, 
illustrated by extracts from his own special Gospel and from the 
tradition handed down to him by Glaucias and Matthias.

The emphatic assertion of Dr. Westcott, that Basilides “ admitted 
the historic truth of all the facts contained in the canonical 
Gospels,” is based solely upon the following sentence of the work 
attributed to Hippolytus: “ Jesus, however, was generated
according to these (followers of Basilides), as we have already said.' 
But when the generation which has already been declared had 
taken place, all things regarding the Saviour, according to them, 
occurred in like manner as they have been written in the 
Gospel.”2 There are, however, several important points to be 
borne in mind in reference to this passage. The statement in 
question is not made in connection with Basilides himself, but 
distinctly in reference to his followers, of whom there were many 
in the time of Hippolytus and long after him. It is, moreover, a 
general observation, the accuracy of which we have no means of 
testing, and upon the correctness of which there is no special 
reason to rely. The remark, made at the beginning of the 
third century, that the followers of Basilides believed that the 
actual events of the life of Jesus occurred in the way in which 
they have been written in the Gospels, is no proof that 
either they or Basilides used or admitted the authority of our 
Gospels. The exclusive use by any one of the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, for instance, would be perfectly consistent with 
the statement. No one who considers what is known of that 
Gospel, or who thinks of the use made of it in the first half of the 
second century by perfectly orthodox Fathers, can doubt this. 
The passage is, therefore, of no weight as evidence for the use of 
our Gospels. Dr. Westcott himself admits that in the extant 
fragments of Isidorus, the son and disciple of Basilides, who 
“ maintained the doctrines of his father,” he has “ noticed nothing 
bearing on the books of the New Testament.”3 On the supposi
tion that Basilides actually wrote a Commentary on our Gospels, 
and used them as Scripture, it is indeed passing strange that we 
have so little evidence on the point.

We must now examine in detail all of the quotations, and 
they are few, alleged to show the use of our Gospels; and we 
shall commence with those of Tischendorf. The first passage 
which he points out is found in the Stromata of Clement of 
Alexandria. Tischendorf guards himself, in reference to these 
quotations, by merely speaking of them as “ Basilidian ” (Basili-

1 He refers to a mystical account of the incarnation. 
3 Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Heer., vii. 27.
3 On the Canon, p. 257.
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dianisch),1 but it might have been more frank to have stated 
clearly that Clement distinctly assigns the quotation to the 
followers of Basilides (ol Se airo BacriXetSou),2 and not to Basilides 
himself.3 The supposed quotation, therefore, even if traced 
to our Gospels, could not prove anything in regard to Basilides. 
The passage itself, compared with the parallel in Matt. xix. 
i i ,  12, is as follows :—

Strom, h i . i ,  § i. Matt. xix. i i ,  12.
They say the Lord answered : All ; v. 11. But he said unto them : All 

men cannot receive this saying. men cannot receive this saying, but
only they to whom it is given.

For there are some who are eunuchs v. 12. For there are eunuchs which 
from birth, others by constraint. were so born from their mother’s womb:

, and there are eunuchs which were made 
eunuchs by men, etc.

Ou rd rre t X“ pou<r‘ r ir  \Ayow toOtot, 
dXX’ olr SiSorac eUrlv ydp eOnvxoi 
olWet i t  swXiar prp-pdf iyemjfrftrar 
oUrwr, sal elfflw evrouxot olnrei eSwov- 
XUr6-q<rai> irrb T&r drdpwruw, s.r.X.

Now, this passage, in its affinity to, and material variation from, our 
first Gospel, might be quoted as evidence for the use of another 
Gospel, but it cannot reasonably be cited as evidence for the use 
of Matthew. Apologists, in their anxiety to grasp at the faintest 
analogies as testimony, seem altogether to ignore the history of the 
creation of written Gospels, and to forget the existence of the 
rroAAot of Luke.

The next passage referred to by Tischendorf* is one quoted by 
Epiphanius,5 which we subjoin in contrast with the parallel in 
Matt. vii. 6

Oir xdvres x u}R°̂ (rL 7GV \6yov tovtov, \ 
clcl ydp tufovxoi. ol fiiv itt yeverijs, ol j 
Si i (  drdyKijs.

H i«R., xxiv. 5.
And therefore he said :

Cast not ye pearls before swine, 
neither give that which is holy unto 
dogs.

P&Xtjtc rods napyaplras tfiirpoc- 
dew tCjv xo lp w , P yte  rb &yior tois 
KVffl.

Matt. v ii. 6.

Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend 
you.

dune t6  Ayior roTt kihtIw, fiydt 
fi&Xijre rods fiapyaplras vp.Gn fpurpoc- 
dev run x°Lpuv, jc.t.X.

Here, again, the variation in order is just what one might have 
expected from the use of the Gospel according to the Hebrews or 
a similar work, and there is no indication that the passage did

1 IVann Warden, u. s. w ., p. 51. 3 Strom, iii. I, § I.
3 Dr. Westcott does not refer to this quotation at all.
4 Wann Warden, u. s. w ., p. 51. s Hcer., xxiv. 5, p. 72.
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not end here, without the continuation of our first Synoptic. What 
is still more important, although Tischendorf does not mention 
the fact, nor otherwise hint a doubt than by introducing this 
quotation also as “ Basilidianisch,” instead of directly ascribing it 
to Basilides himself, this passage is not attributed by Epiphanius 
to that heretic. It is introduced into the section of his work 
directed against the Basilidians, but he uses, like Clement, the 
indefinite ; and as, in dealing with all these heresies, there is 
continual interchange of reference to the head and the later 
followers, there is no certainty who is referred to in these quota
tions, and, in this instance, nothing to indicate that this passage 
is ascribed to Basilides himself. His name is mentioned in the 
first line of the first chapter of this “ heresy,” but not again before 
this <£jja-i occurs in chapter v. Tischendorf does not claim any other 
quotations.

Dr. Westcott states : “ In the few pages of his (Basilides’) 
writings which remain there are certain references to the Gospels 
of St. Matthew, St. Luke,”' etc. One might suppose from this 
that the “ certain ” references occurred in actual extracts made 
from his works, and that the quotations, therefore, appeared set in a 
context of his own words. This impression is strengthened when 
we read as an introduction to the instances: “ The following 
examples will be sufficient to show his method of quotation.”3 
The fact is, however, that these examples are found in the work of 
Hippolytus, in an epitome of the views of the school by that 
writer himself, with nothing more definite than a subjectless <£170-1 
to indicate who is referred to. The only examples Dr. Westcott 
can give of these “ certain references ” to our first and third 
Synoptics do not show his “ method of quotation ” to much 
advantage. The first is not a quotation at all, but a mere reference 
to the Magi and the Star. “ But that everything, he says (<£170-1), 
has its own seasons, the Saviour sufficiently teaches when he says :
....... and the Magi having seen the star,”3 etc. This, of course,
Dr. Westcott considers a reference to Matt. ii. i, 2, but we need 
scarcely point out that this falls to the ground instantly if it be 
admitted, as it must be, that the Star and the Magi may have 
been mentioned in other Gospels than the first Synoptic. We 
have already seen, when examining the evidence of Justin, that 
this is the case. The only quotation asserted to be taken from 
Luke is the phrase : “ The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee,”4 which agrees 
with Luke i. 35. This again is introduced by Hippolytus with 
another subjectless “ he says,” and, apart from the uncertainty as

3 //>., p. 256, note 3.
4 //>., vii. 26.

1 On the Canon, p. 256.
3 Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Hier., vii. 27.
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to who “ h e ” is, this is very unsatisfactory evidence as to the form 
of the quotation in the original text, for it may easily have been 
corrected by Hippolytus, consciously or unconsciously, in the 
course of transfer to his pages. We have already met with this 
passage as quoted by Justin from a Gospel different from ours.

As we have stated, however, none of the quotations which 
we have considered are directly referred to Basilides himself, 
but they are all introduced by the utterly vague expression, “ he 
says ” (̂ >7/ert), without any subject accompanying the verb. Now, 
it is admitted that writers of the time of Hippolytus, and notably 
Hippolytus himself, made use of the name of the founder of a 
sect to represent the whole of his school, and applied to him, 
apparently, quotations taken from unknown and later followers. 
The passages which he cites, therefore, and which appear to 
indicate the use of Gospels, instead of being extracted from the 
works of the founder himself, in all probability were taken 
from writings of Gnostics of his own time. Dr. Westcott 
admits the possibility of this, in writing of other early heretics. 
He says: “ The evidence that has been collected from the 
documents of these primitive sects is necessarily somewhat vague. 
It would be more satisfactory to know the exact position of their 
authors, and the precise date of their being composed. It is just 
possible that Hippolytus made use of writings which were current 
in his own time without further examination, and transferred to 
the apostolic age forms of thought and expression which had been 
the growth of two, or even of three, generations.”1 So much as 
to the reliance to be placed on the work ascribed to Hippolytus. 
It is certain, for instance, that, in writing of the sect of Naaseni 
and Ophites, Hippolytus perpetually quotes passages from the 
writings of the school, with the indefinite <£jjiri,2 as he likewise 
does in dealing with the Peratici,3 and Docetae/ no individual 
author being named; yet he evidently quotes various writers, 
passing from one to another without explanation, and making use 
of the same unvarying efetja-t. In one place,5 where he has “ the 
Greeks say ” (fna-lv ol ’EWrjvts), he gives, without further 
indication, a quotation from Pindar.6 A still more apt instance 
of his method is that pointed out by Volk mar,? where Hippolytus, 
writing of “ Marcion, or some one of his hounds,” uses, without 
further explanation, the subjectless <tnja-1 to introduce matter from 
the later followers of Marcion.8 Now, with regard to Basilides,

1 On the Canon, p. 252. 3 Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Hcer., v. 6  ff.
3 lb., v. 16, 17. * lb., viii. 9, 10. 5 lb., v. 7.
6 Hippol., Ref. Omn. Hcer. ed Duncker el Schneidewin not. in loe., 

P- 1 3 4 -
7 Theol. Jahrb., 1854, p. 108 ff.; Der Ursprung, p. 70.
8 Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Hcer., vii. 30.
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Hippolytus directly refers not only to the heretic chief, but also 
to his disciple Isidorus and all their followers' (xal ’Ia-iStopas xai 
was 6 Tovrtov \opo<s), and then proceeds to use the indefinite 
“he says,” interspersed with references in the plural to these 
heretics, exhibiting the same careless method of quotation, and 
leaving complete uncertainty as to the speaker’s identity. 
On the other hand, it has been demonstrated by Hilgenfeld 
that the gnosticism ascribed to Basilides by Hippolytus, in 
connection with these quotations, is of a much later and 
more developed type than that which Basilides himself held,3 
as shown in the actual fragments of his own writings which 
are still extant, and as reported by Irenaeus,3 Clement of 
Alexandria,* and the work Adversus omnes Hanses, annexed to 
the Prascripto Haretiyorwn of Tertullian, which is considered to 
be the epitome of an earlier work of Hippolytus. The fact 
probably is that Hippolytus derived his views of the doctrines of 
Basilides from the writings of his later followers, and from them 
made the quotations which are attributed to the founder of the 
school. In any case there is no ground for referring these 
quotations with an indefinite < ô-t to Basilides himself.

Of all this there is not a word from Dr. Westcott,* but he 
ventures to speak of “ the testimony of Basilides to our * acknow
ledged’ books,” as “ comprehensive and clear.”6 We have seen, 
however, that the passages referred to have no weight whatever as 
evidence for the use of our Synoptics. The formulae (as rb 
uprjfuvov to that compared with Luke i. 35, and 10s ytypairrai, 
y ypatjWj with references compared with some of the Epistles) 
which accompany these quotations, and to which Dr. Westcott 
points as an indication that the New Testament writings were 
already recognised as Holy Scripture,? need no special attention, 
because, as it cannot be shown that the expressions were used by 
Basilides himself, they do not come into question. If any
thing were required to complete the evidence that these quota
tions are not from the works of Basilides himself, but from 
later writings by his followers, it would be the use of such formulae, 
for, as the writings of pseudo-Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, 
Papias, Hegesippus, and others of the Fathers, in several ways 
positively demonstrate, the New Testament writings were not

1 Hippolytus, i t . , vii. 20; cf. 22.
s Hilgenfeld, Theol. Jahrb., 1856, p. 86 ff., 786 ff.; Die jud . Apok., 1857, 

p. 287 ff.; Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1862, p. 452 ff.; 1878, p. 228 ff.
3 Adv. H ar., i. 24. 4 Stromata, vi. 3.
5 And very little from Tischendorf. fin  the 4th ed. of his work, Dr. West

cott has added some observations regarding these subjectless quotations, but 
still most inadequately states the case.]

6 On the Canon, p. 256. 7 It., p. 256.
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admitted, even amongst orthodox Fathers, to the rank of Holy 
Scripture until a very much later period.

Much of what has been said with regard to the claim which is 
laid to Basilides by some apologists as a witness for the Gospels 
and the existence of a New Testament Canon, and the manner in 
which that claim is advanced, likewise applies to Valentinus, 
another Gnostic leader, who, about the year 140, came from 
Alexandria to Rome, and flourished till about a .d . 160.1 Very 
little remains of the writings of this Gnostic, and we gain our 
only knowledge of them from a few short quotations in the works 
of Clement of Alexandria, and some doubtful fragments pre
served by others. We shall presently have occasion to refer 
directly to these, and need not here mor^ particularly mention 
them.

Tischendorf, the self-constituted modem Defensor fidei* asserts, 
with an assurance which can scarcely be characterised otherwise 
than as an unpardonable calculation upon the ignorance of his 
readers, that Valentinus used the whole of our four canonical 
Gospels. To do him full justice, we shall, as much as possible, 
give his own words ; and, although we set aside systematically all 
discussion regarding the fourth Gospel for separate treatment 
hereafter, we must, in order to convey the full sense of Dr. 
Tischendorfs proceeding, commence with a sentence regarding 
that Gospel. Referring to a statement of Irenaeus, that the 
followers of Valentinus made use of the fourth Gospel, Tischen
dorf continues: “ Hippolytus confirms and completes the state
ment of Irenaeus, for he quotes several expressions of John, which 
Valentinus employed. This most clearly occurs in the case of 
John x. 8 ; for Hippolytus writes : ‘ Because the prophets and the 
law, according to the doctine of Valentinus, were only filled 
with a subordinate and foolish spirit, Valentinus says: On 
account of this, the Saviour says: All who came before 
me were thieves and robbers. ’ ” 3 Now this, to begin with, 
is a practical falsification of the text of the Philosophumena, 
which reads: “ Therefore, all the Prophets and the Law spoke 
under the influence of the Demiurge, a foolish God, he says, (they

1 Irerueus, Adv. Hcer., iii. 4, § 3 ; Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 11.
* Hilgenfeld, Zeitschr. wiss. Theot., 1865, p. 329.
3 "Die Angabe des /renaus bestiirkt und ven’oUstandigt Hippolytus, denn er 

fiihrt einzclne Johanneische Aussprurhe an, tuclche Valentin benutxt hat. Am  
deutlichsten geschieht dies mit Joh. x. 8 ; denn Hippolytus schreibt: Wei! die 
Propheten und das Gesett, nach Valentins Lehre, nur von einem untergeord- 
neten und thorichten Geiste erfiillt waren, so sagt Valentin: Ebon dtskalb 
spricht der Erloser: A He die vor m ir gekommen sind, sind Diebe und Morder 
gewcsen.” IVann Sweden, u. s. sv., p. 44.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



VALENTINUS 331

themselves being) foolish, knowing nothing. On this account, he 
says, the Saviour saith :■ All who came before me,” etc.' There is 
no mention of the name of Valentinus in the passage, and, 
as we shall presently show, there is no direct reference in the 
whole chapter to Valentinus himself. The introduction of his 
name in this manner into the text, without a word of explanation, 
is highly reprehensible. It is true that in a note Tischendorf 
gives a closer translation of the passage, without, however, any 
explanation ; and here again he adds, in parenthesis to the “ says 
he,” “ namely, Valentinus.” Such a note, however, which would 
probably be unread by a majority of readers, does not rectify the 
impression conveyed by so positive and emphatic an assertion as is 
conveyed by the alteration in the text.

Tischendorf continues : “ And as the Gospel of John, so also 
were the other Gospels used by Valentinus. According to the 
statement of Irenaeus (I. 7, § 4), he found the said subordinate 
spirit which he calls Demiurge, Masterworker, emblematically 
represented by the Centurion of Capernaum (Matt. viii. 9, 
Luke vii. 8 ); in the dead and resuscitated daughter of Jairus, 
when twelve years old (Luke viii. 41), he recognised a symbol of 
his ‘ Wisdom ’ (Achamoth), the mother of the Masterworker 
(I. 8, § 2) ; in like manner, he saw represented in the history of 
the woman who had suffered twelve years from the bloody issue, 
and was cured by the Lord (Matt. ix. 20), the sufferings and 
salvation of his twelfth primitive spirit (Aeon) (I. 3, § 3); the 
expression of the Lord (Matt. v. 18) on the numerical value of the 
iota (‘ the smallest letter ’) he applied to his ten aeons in repose.”* 
Now, in every instance where Tischendorf here speaks of Valentinus 
by the singular “ he," Irenaeus uses the plural “ they,” referring 
not to the original founder of the sect, but to his followers in his 
own day; and the text is thus again in every instance falsified by 
the pious zeal of the apologist. In the case of the Centurion : 
“ they say ” (Aiyowi) that he is the Demiurge ;3 “ they declare ” 
(StiyyoCvrat) that the daughter of Jairus is the type of Achamoth j* 
“they say” (kiyovo-i) that the apostasy of Judas points to the 
passion in connection with the twelfth aeon, and also the fact that 
Jesus suffered in the twelfth month after his baptism; for they 
will have it (/SouAovrai) that he only preached for one year. The 
case of the woman with the bloody issue for twelve years, and the 
power which went forth from the Son to heal her, “ they will have 
to be Horos ” (tTvai Si ravrqv rbv "0pov 6kkov<Tiv).s In like manner 
they assert that the ten aeons are indicated (<rripa.ivco-dai \tyow ri)

3 Warm murden, u. s. tv., p. 44.
3 It., Adv. Hter., i. 8, § 2.

' Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. H ar., vi. 35. 
3 Irenaeus, Adv. H ar., 1. 7, § 4.
5 i- 3. I 3-
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by the letter “ iota,” mentioned in the Saviour’s expres
sion, Matt. v. 18.’ At the end of these and numerous other 
similar references to this chapter to New Testament expres
sions and passages, Irenaeus says : “ Thus they interpret,” etc. 
(ipfiTfvtvova-iv tlprjcrdai).a The plural “ They ” is employed
throughout.

Tischendorf proceeds to give the answer to his statemeut which 
is supposed to be made by objectors. “ They say : all that has 
reference to the Gospel of John was not advanced by Valentinus 
himself, but by his disciples. And in fact, in Irenaeus, ‘they— the 
Valentinians—say,’ occurs much oftener than‘he—Valentinus— 
says.’ But who is there so sapient as to draw the line between 
what the master alone says, and that which the disciples state 
without in the least repeating the master ?”3 Tischendorf solves 
the difficulty by referring everything indiscriminately to the 
master. Now, in reply to these observations, we must remark, in 
the first place, that the admission here made by Tischendorf, that 
Irenaeus much more often uses “ they say ” than “ he says ” is 
still quite disingenuous, inasmuch as invariably, and without 
exception, Irenaeus uses the plural in connection with the texts 
in question. Secondly, it is quite obvious that a Gnostic writing 
about a .d . 185-195 was likely to use arguments which were 
never thought of by a Gnostic writing at the middle of the 
century. At the end of the century the writings of the New 
Testament had acquired consideration and authority, and Gnostic 
writers had therefore a reason to refer to them, and to endeavour 
to show that they supported their peculiar views, which did not 
exist at all at the time when Valentinus propounded his system. 
Tischendorf, however, cannot be allowed the benefit even of such 
a doubt as he insinuates, as to what belongs to the master and 
what to the followers. Such doubtful testimony could not 
establish anything, but it is in point of fact also totally excluded 
by the statements of Irenaeus himself.

In the preface to the first book of his great work, Irenaeus 
clearly states the motives and objects for which he writes. He 
says: “ I considered it necessary, having read the commentaries 
(viroiivrifjuwi.) of the disciples of Valentinus, as they call them
selves, and having had personal intercourse with some of them 
and acquired full knowledge of their opinions, to unfold to thee,” 
etc., and he goes on to say that he intends to set forth “ the 
opinions of those who are now teaching heresy; I speak particu
larly of the followers of Ptolemaeus, whose system is an offshoot 
of the school of Valentinus.”'* Nothing could be more explicit

' Ik. , i. 3, § 2. * Ik., i. 3, $4. 3 IVann ivurden, u. s. tv ., p. 45.
4 Irenams, Adi'. Hier. I'raf., i., § 2.
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than this statement that Irenseus neither intended nor pretended 
to write upon the works of Valentinus himself, but upon the 
commentaries of his followers of his own time, with some of whom 
he had had personal intercourse, and that the system which he 
intended to attack was that actually being taught in his day by 
Ptolemaeus and his school, the offshoot from Valentinus. All the 
quotations to which Tischendorf refers are made w'ithin a few 
pages of this explicit declaration. Immediately after the passage 
about the Centurion, he says, “ such is their system ” (rotavn7s 
Si Tjjs vjro0 «r«tfs avriov oiVt/s), and three lines below he states 
that they derive their views from unwritten sources (c£ dypdtfxav 
am yu w K o m s ) . 1 The first direct, reference to Valentinus does 
not occur until after these quotations, and is for the purpose of 
showing the variation of opinion of his followers. He says : “ Let 
us now see the uncertain opinions of these heretics, for there are 
two or three of them, how they do not speak alike of the same 
things, but contradict one another in facts and names.” Then 
he continues : “ For the first of them, Valentinus, having derived 
his principles from the so-called Gnostic heresy, and adapted them 
to the peculiar character of his school, declared this,” etc.2 And 
after a brief description of his system, in which no Scripture 
allusion occurs, he goes on to compare the views of the rest, and 
in chap. xii. he returns to Ptoleimeus and his followers ( * 0
riroAt/iatos, Kal ol <rvv avriq, k.r.A .).

In the preface to Book II., he again says that he has been 
exposing the falsity of the followers of Valentinus (qui sunt a 
Valentino), and will proceed to establish what he has advanced; 
and everywhere he uses the plural “ they,” with occasional direct 
references to the followers of Valentinus (qui sunt a Valentino).* 
The same course is adopted in Book III., the plural being 
systematically used, and the same distinct definition introduced at 
intervals.* And again, in the preface to Book IV., he recapitulates 
that the preceding books had been written against these, “qui sunt 
a Valentino" (§ 2). In fact, it would almost be impossible for any 
writer more frequently and emphatically to show that he is not, 
as he began by declaring, dealing with the founder of the school 
himself, but with his followers living and teaching at the time at 
which he wrote.

Dr. Westcott, with whose system of positively enunciating 
unsupported and controverted statements we are already acquainted, 
is only slightly outstripped by the German apologist in his

1 Iremeus, Adv. flie r ., i. 8, § I. 3 lb .,  i. I I ,  § 1.
3 As, for instance, ii. 16, § 4.
4 For instance, “  Secundum autern eos qui sun/ a V a le n tin o iii. I I , § 2 .

“ Secundum autern illos,” § 3 ; “ ab omnibus illos,” § 3. “  H i autem qui sunt
a Valentino," etc., § 7, ib., § 9, etc.
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misrepresentation of the evidence of Valentinus. It must be stated, 
however, that, acknowledging, as no doubt he does, that Irenaeus 
never refers to Valentinus himself, I)r. Westcott passes over in 
complete silence the supposed references upon which Tischendorf 
relies as his only evidence for the use of the Synoptics by that 
Gnostic. He, however, makes the following extraordinary state
ment regarding Valentinus : “ The fragments of his writings which 
remain show the same natural and trustful use of Scripture as 
other Christian works of the same period; and there is no 
diversity of character in this respect between the quotations given 
in Hippolytus and those found in Clement of Alexandria. He 
cites the Epistle to the Ephesians as ‘ Scripture,’ and refers clearly 
to the Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Luke, and St. John, to the 
Epistles to the Romans,”' etc.

We shall now give the passages which he points out in support 
of these assertions.2 The first two are said to occur in the Stromata 
of the Alexandrian Clement, who professes to quote the very 
words of a letter of Valentinus to certain people regarding the 
passions, which are called by the followers of Basilides “ the 
appendages of the soul.” The passage is as follows: “ But one 
only is good, whose presence is the manifestation through the 
Son, and through Him alone will the heart be enabled to become 
pure, by the expulsion of every evil spirit from the heart. For 
many spirits dwelling in it do not allow it to be pure, but each of 
them, while in diverse parts they riot there in unseemly lusts, 
performs its own works. And, it seems to me, the heart is 
somewhat like an inn. For that, also, is both bored and dug into, 
and often filled with the ordure of men, who abide there in revelry, 
and bestow not one single thought upon the place, seeing it is the 
property of another. And in such wise is it with the heart, so 
long as no thought is given to it, being impure, and the dwelling- 
place of many demons, but as soon as the alone good Father has 
visited it, it is sanctified and shines through with light, and the

1 On the Canon, p. 259 f. [In the 4th ed. of his work, published since the 
above remarks were made, Dr. Westcott has modified or withdrawn his asser
tions regarding Valentinus. As we cannot well omit the above passage, it is 
right to state that the lines quoted now read : “  The few unquestionable 
fragments of Valentinus contain but little which points to passages of Scripture. 
If  it were dear that the anonymous quotations in Hippolytus were derived 
from Valentinus himself, the list would be much enlarged, and include a citation 
of the Epistle to the Ephesians as ‘ Scripture,’ and clear references to the Gos-

Sls of St. Luke and St. John, to 1 Corinthians, perhaps also to the Epistle to the 
ebrews, and the first Epistle of St. John ” (p. 295 f.). In  a note he adds : 

“  But a fresh and careful examination of the whole section of Hippolytus makes 
me feel that the evidence is so uncertain that I cannot be sure in this case, as 
in the case of Basilides, that Hippolytus is quoting the words of the Founder” 
(p. 295, n. 5). Under these circumstances, the statements even in the amended 
edition present many curious features. 2 lb ., p. 260, note 2.
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possessor of such a heart becomes so blessed that he shall see 
God.”1 According to Dr. Westcott, this passage contains two of 
the “ clear references ” to our Gospels upon which he bases his 
statement—namely, to Matt. v. & and to Matt. xix. 17.

Now, it is clear that there is no actual quotation from any 
evangelical work in this passage from the Epistle of Valentinus, 
and the utmost for which the most zealous apologist could contend 
is that there is a slight similarity with some words in the Gospel, 
and Dr. Westcott himself does not venture to call them more 
than “ references.” That such distant coincidences should be 
quoted as evidence for the use of the first Gospel shows how weak 
is his case. At best such vague allusions could not prove any
thing ; but when the passages to which reference is supposed to 
be made are examined, it will be apparent that nothing could be 
more unfounded or arbitrary than the claim of reference specially 
to our Gospel, to the exclusion of other Gospels then existing, 
which, to our knowledge, contained both passages. We may, 
indeed, go still further, and affirm that, if these coincidences are 
references to any Gospel at all, that Gospel is not the canonical, 
but one different from it.

The first reference alluded to consists of the following two
phrases : “ But one only is good (els Si sm v  aya06? ) ......the
alone good Father ” (6 pdvos dyadic srarrjp). This is compared 
with Matt. xix. 17’ : “ Why askest thou me concerning good? 
there is one that is good” (els ecmv 6 dya66s)A Now, the 
passage in the epistle, if a reference to any parallel episode, such 
as Matt. xix. 17, indicates, with certainty, the reading: “ One is 
good, the Father ” (els eemv ayadbs 6 iran'ip). There is no such 
reading in any of our Gospels. But, although this reading does 
not exist in any of the canonical Gospels, it is well known that it 
did exist in uncanonical Gospels no longer extant, and that the 
passage was one upon which various sects of so-called heretics 
laid great stress. Irenaeus quotes it as one of the texts to which 
the Marcosians, who made use of apocryphal Gospels,■* and 
notably of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, gave a different 
colouring: els ecmv ayadbs, o irarqps. Epiphanius also quotes 
this reading as one of the variations of the Marcionites: els 
«rriv ayadbs, 6 fobs, 6 iraryp.6 Origen likewise remarks that 
this passage is misused by some heretics: “ Velut proprie sibi

1 Clem., Al. Strom., ii. 20, § 114.
’ Westcott, On the Cotton, p. 260, note 2.
3 Mark x. 18 and Lake xviii. 18 are linguistically more distant. “  Why 

callest thou me good ? There is none good but God only.” obSels iyadbs el 
oh els i  Sebs.

* Adv. liter., i. 20, § I. s lb ., i. 20, § 2.
6 Epiphanius, Hter., xlii.; Schol. L. ed. Pet., p. 339.
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datum scutum putant (haretici) quod dixit Dqgtinus in Evangelio : 
Nemo bonus nisi unus Deus pater.”1 Justin Martyr quotes the 
same reading from a source different from our Gospels, «?s k m v  
ayadbs 6 Tarr/p pov, k .t.X .,2 and in agreement with the repeated 
similar readings of the Clementine Homilies, which likewise derived 
it from an extra canonical source, o yap ayadbs eU k m v , o irai-rjp.} 
The use of a similar expression by Clement of Alexandria,* as well 
as by Origen, only serves to prove the existence of the reading in 
extinct Gospels, although it is not found in any MS. of any of 
our Gospels.

The second of the supposed references is more diffuse “ One 
is good, and through him alone will the heart be enabled to
become pure (17 KapSla k adapa ytvicrOai).........but when the
alone good Father has visited it, it is sanctified and shines through 
with light, and the possessor of such a heart becomes so blessed 
that he shall see God ” (nal ovrai paKapi^rrai 6 Trji'
Toiavrtjv KapSiav, on oxperai rbv Oeov). This is compared5 
with Matt. v. 8 : “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God ” (pandpioi ol Kadapol rg KapSiq, on avrol Tbv Otbv otpovrai). 
It might be argued that this is quite as much a reference to 
Psalm xxiv. 3-6 as to Matt. v. 8; but even if treated as a reference 
to the Sermon on the Mount, nothing is more certain than the fact 
that this discourse had its place in much older forms of the 
Gospel than our present canonical Gospels, and that it formed 
part of the Gospel according to the Hebrews and other evangelical 
writings in circulation in the early Church. Such a reference as 
this is absolutely worthless as evidence of special acquaintance 
with our first Synoptic.6

Tischendorf does not appeal at all to these supposed references 
contained in the passages preserved by Clement, but both the 
German and the English apologist join in relying upon the 
testimony of Hippolytus,7 with regard to the use of the Gospels

* Dc Principiis, i. 2 , § 13 ; cf. de Oral., 15 ; Exhort, ad Mart., 7  ; Contra 
Cels., v. 11 ; cf. Griesbach, Symb. Crit., ii., pp. 305, 349, 388.

3 Apol., i. 16. 3 Horn., xviii. 1, 3.
4 obbcis hyaSbs, tl 1ST] 6 rar/ip pov, k . t .X .  (Piedaiy., i . 8 , § 7 2 , c f. § 74); *1* 

hya86s 6 ranjp (Strom., v. 10, § 64).
5 Westcott, On the Canon, p. 260, note 2.
6 The supposed reference to the Ep. to the Romans i. 20 ; cf. Clem. Al., 

Strom., iv. 13, §§ 91,92, is much more distant than either of the preceding. It 
is not necessary for us to discuss i t ; but, as Dr. Westcott merely gives references 
to all of the passages without quoting any of the words, a good strong assertion 
becomes a powerful argument, since few readers have the means of verifying 
its correctness.

7 By a misprint, Dr. Westcott ascribes all his references of Valentinus to the 
N. T ., except three, to the extracts from his writings in the Stromata of 
Clement, although he should have indicated the work o f  Hippolytus. Cf. On 
the Canon, 1866, p. 260, note 2.
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by Valentinus, although it must be admitted that the former does 
so with greater fairness of treatment than Dr. Westcott. Tischen- 
dorf does refer to, and admit, some of the difficulties of the case, 
as we shall presently see, whilst Dr. Westcott, as in the case of 
Basilides, boldly makes his assertion, and totally ignores all 
adverse facts. The only Gospel reference which can be adduced 
even in the Philosopkumena, exclusive of one asserted to be to the 
fourth Gospel, which will be separately considered hereafter, is 
advanced by Dr. Westcott, for Tischendorf does not refer 
to it. The passage is the same as one also imputed to 
Basilides: “ The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee which happens to 
agree with the words in Luke i. 35 ; but, as we have seen in 
connection with Justin, there is good reason for concluding that 
the narrative to which it belongs was contained in other 
Gospels. In this instance, however, the quotation is carried 
further and presents an important variation from the text of 
Luke. “ The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore the thing 
begotten of thee shall be called holy”1 (Sib rb yewio/xtvov Ik 
trov ayiov k\ ijOija-erai). The reading of Luke i s : “ Therefore 
also the holy thing begotten shall be called the Son of God ”
(Sib Kou T b yfvvuififvov ayiov KbrjOrjireTai vtoq Otov). It is
probable that the passage referred to in connection with the 
followers of Basilides may have ended in the same way as this, 
and been derived from the same source. Nothing can be clearer 
than the fact that this quotation is not taken from our third 
Synoptic, inasmuch as there does not exist a single MS. which 
contains such a passage.

We again come to the question: Who really made the 
quotations which Hippolytus introduces so indefinitely? We 
have already, in speaking of Basilides, pointed out the loose 
manner in which Hippolytus and other early writers, in dealing 
with different schools of heretics, indifferently quote the founder 
or his followers without indicating the precise person referred to. 
This practice is particularly apparent in the work of Hippolytus 
when the followers of Valentinus are in question. Tischendorf 
himself is obliged to admit this. He asks : “ Even though it be also 
incontestable that the author (Hippolytus) does not always sharply 
distinguish between the sect and the founder of the sect, does this 
apply to the present case ?”a He denies that it does in the instance 
to which he refers, but he admits the general fact. In the same 
way, another apologist, speaking of the fourth Gospel (and, as the 
use of that Gospel is maintained in consequence of a quotation in

' Hippolytus, Adv. vi. 35. Wann wurden, u. s. tv. , p. 46.
Z
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the very same chapter as we are now considering, only a few lines 
higher up, both the third and fourth are in the same position) is 
forced to admit: “ The use of the Gospel of John by Valentinus 
cannot so certainly be proved from our refutation-writing (the 
work of Hippolytus). Certainly, in the statement of these 
doctrines it gives abstracts, which contain an expression of John 
(x. 8), and there cannot be any doubt that this is taken from some 
writing of the sect. But the apologist, in his expressions regarding 
the Valentinian doctrines, does not not seem to confine himself 
to one and the same work, but to have alternately made use of 
different writings of the school, for which reason we cannot say 
anything as to the age of this quotation; and from this testimony, 
therefore, we merely have further confirmation that the Gospel 
was early1 (?) used in the School of the Valentinians,”1 etc. Of all 
this not a word from Dr. Westcott, who adheres to his system of 
bare assertion.

Now, we have already quoted3 the opening sentence of Book 
VI. 35 of the work ascribed to Hippolytus, in which the quotation 
from John x. 8, referred to above, occurs ; and ten lines further 
on, with another intermediate, and equally indefinite, “ he says” 
(<£>/o-i), occurs the supposed quotation from Luke i. 35, which, 
equally with- that from the fourth Gospel, must, according to 
Weizsacker, be abandoned as a quotation which can fairly be 
ascribed to Valentinus himself, whose name is not once mentioned 
in the whole chapter. A few lines below the quotation, however, 
a passage occurs which throws much light upon the question. 
After explaining the views of the Valentinians regarding the verse, 
“ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,” etc., the writer thus 
proceeds : “ Regarding this there is among them (avrofs) a great 
question, a cause both of schism and dissension. And hence 
their (avrtov) teaching has become divided, and the one teaching, 
according to them (nar’ avrovs), is called Eastern (avaroXunj), 
and the other Italian. They from Italy, of whom is Heracleon 
and Ptolemseus, say (<̂ axri) that the body of Jesus was animal, 
and, on account of this, on the occasion of the baptism, the Holy 
Spirit, like a dove, came down—that is, the Logos from the 
Mother above, Sophia—and became joined to the animal, and 
raised him from the dead. This, he says is the declaration
(to tipTjftivov)’’—and here, be it observed, we come to another 
of the “clear references” which Dr. Westcott ventures, deliberately 
and without a word of doubt, to attribute to Valentinus himself3—

1 Why “ early ” ? since Hippolytus writes about A.D. 225.
3 Weizsacker, Unters. tib. d. evang. Gesch., 1864, p. 234 ; cf. Lulhardt, D er 

johann. Urspr. viert. E v ., 1874, p. 88 f.
3 P. 330, “ Therefore all the Prophets,” etc.
* On the Canon, p. 260. [He no longer does so, see back p. 334, n. 1.]
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“ This, he says, is the declaration : ‘ He who raised Christ from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies,’1 that is animal. 
For the earth has come under a curse : * For dust, he says (<frq<ri), 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.’2 On the other hand, 
those from the East ( o t  S’ a 5  a i r o  t» } s  a v a r o A i j s ) ,  of whom is 
Axionicus and Bardesanes, say (X iyow iv)  that the body of the 
Saviour was spiritual, for the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, that is 
the Sophia and the power of the Highest, ”3 etc.

In this passage we have a good illustration of the mode in 
which the writer introduces his quotations with the subjectless 
“ he says.” Here he is conveying the divergent opinions of the 
two parties of Valentinians, and explaining the peculiar doctrines 
of the Italian school “ of whom is Heracleon and Ptolemaeus,” 
and he suddenly departs from the plural “ they ” to quote the 
passage from Romans viii. 11, in support of their views, with the 
singular “lie says.” Nothing can be more obvious than that “he” 
cannot possibly be Valentinus himself, for the schism is repre
sented as taking place amongst his followers, and the quotation is 
evidently made by one of them to support the views of his party 
in the schism; but whether Hippolytus is quoting from 
Heracleon or Ptolemaeus, or some other of the Italian* school, 
there is no means of knowing. Of all this, again, nothing is said 
by Dr. Westcott, who quietly asserts, without hesitation or argu
ment, that Valentinus himself is the person who here makes the 
quotation.

We have already said that the name of Valentinus does not 
occur once in the whole chapter (vi. 35) which we have been 
examining and, if we turn back, we find that the preceding con
text confirms the result at which we have arrived, that the <£90-1 
has no reference to the Founder himself, but is applicable only to 
some later member of his school, most probably contemporary 
with Hippolytus. In vi. 21, Hippolytus discusses the heresy of 
Valentinus, which he traces to Pythagoras and Plato ; but in ch. 29 
he passes from direct reference to the Founder to deal entirely 
with his school. This is so manifest that the learned editors of 
the work of Hippolytus, Professors Duncker and Schneidewin, 
alter the preceding heading at that part from “ Valentinus ” to 
“ Valentiniani.” At the beginning of ch. 29 Hippolytus writes: 
“Valentinus, therefore, and Heracleon and Ptolemaeus and the 
whole school of these (heretics)....... have laid down, as the funda
mental principle of their teaching, the arithmetical system. For,

' Cf. Rom. viii. 11. 2 Cf. Gen. iii. 19.
3 Hippolytus, Ref. Omn. Htzr., vi. 35.
*JThe quotation from an Epistle to the Romans by the Italian school is 

appropriate.
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according to these,” etc. And a few lines lower down, “ There is 
discernible amongst them, however, considerable difference of 
opinion. For many of them, in order that the Pythagorean 
doctrine of Valentinus may be wholly pure, suppose, etc., but 
others,” etc. He shortly after says that he will proceed to state 
their doctrines as they themselves teach them (pvr)iwvcv<ravTK 
(is cKtivoi SiSao-Koiwiv ipovfuv). He then continues: “ There 
is, he says (<£j/o-t),” etc., quoting evidently one of these followers 
who want to keep the doctrine of Valentinus pure, or of the 
“ others,” although without naming him, and three lines further on 
again, without any preparation, returning to the plural “ they say ” 
(kiyova-iv), and so on through the following chapters, “ he says ” 
alternating with the plural, as the author apparently has in view 
something said by individuals, or merely expresses general views. 
In the chapter (34) preceding that which we have principally been 
examining, Hippolytus begins by referring to “ the Quaternion 
according to Valentinus but after five lines on it he continues : 
“ This is what they say : ravra ttrriv a ktyova-iv,”1 and then goes on 
to speak of “their whole teaching” (rijv tratrav avruv HiSafncakiav ), 
and lower down he distinctly sets himself to discuss the 
opinions of the school in the plural: “ Thus these (Valentinians) 
subdivide the contents of the Pleroma,” etc. (ovtcos o 5 ro l, * . t A . ) ,  
and continues, with an occasional “ according to them ” ((car’ 
avrous), until, without any name being mentioned, he makes 
use of the indefinite “ he says ” to introduce the quotation 
referred to by Dr. Westcott as a citation by Valentinus himself 
of “ the Epistle to the Ephesians as Scripture.”1 “ This is, he 
says, what is written in Scripture,” and there follows a quotation 
which, it may merely be mentioned, as Dr. Westcott says nothing 
of it, differs considerably from the passage in the Epistle iii. 14-18. 
Immediately after, another of Dr. Westcott’s quotations from 
1 Cor. ii. 14 is given, with the same indefinite “ he says,” and, in 
the same way, without further mention of names, the quotations 
in ch. 35 compared writh John x. 8 and Luke i. 35. There is, 
therefore, absolutely no ground for referring the jnpri to Valen
tinus himself; but, on the contrary, Hippolytus shows, in the 
clearest way, that he is discussing the views of the later writers 
of the sect, and it is one of these, and not the Founder himself, 
whom he thus quotes.

We have been forced by these bald and unsupported assertions 
of apologists to go at such length into these questions, at the risk 
of being very wearisome to our readers ; but it has been our aim as 
much as possible to make no statements without placing before 
those who are interested the materials for forming an intelligent

1 vi. 34. 2 On the Canon, p. 260.
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opinion. Any other course would be to meet such assertion by 
mere denial, and it is only by bold and unsubstantiated state
ments, which have been simply and in good faith accepted by 
ordinary readers who have not the opportunity, if they have even 
the will, to test their veracity, that apologists have so long held 
their ground. Our results regarding Valentinus so far may be 
stated as follows : the quotations which are so positively imputed 
to Valentinus are not made by him, but by later writers of his 
school; and, moreover, the passages which are indicated by the 
English apologist as references to our two synoptic Gospels not 
only do not emanate from Valentinus, but do not agree with our 
Gospels, and are apparently derived from other sources.

The remarks of Dr. Westcott with regard to the connection of 
Valentinus with our New Testament are on a par with the rest of 
his assertions. He says: “ There is no reason to suppose that 
Valentinus differed from Catholic writers on the Canon of the 
New Testament.”' We might ironically adopt this sentence, for 
as no writer of the time of Valentinus recognised any New 
Testament Canon at all, he certainly did not in this respect 
differ from the other writers of that period. Dr. Westcott 
relies upon the statement of Tertullian, but even here, although 
he quotes the Latin passage in a note, he does not fully 
give its real sense in his text. He writes in immediate continua
tion of the quotation given above: “ Tertullian says that in this 
he differed from Marcion, that he at least professed to accept ‘the 
whole instrument,’ perverting the interpretation, where • Marcion 
mutilated the text.” Now, the assertion of Tertullian has a very 
important modification, which, to anyone acquainted with the 
very unscrupulous boldness of the “ Great African” in dealing 
with religious controversy, is extremely significant. He does not 
make the assertion positively and of his own knowledge, but 
modifies it by saying : “ Nor, indeed, if Valentinus seems to use 
the whole instrument (neque enim si Valentinus integro instrument 
uti videtur),”* etc. Tertullian evidently knew very little of 
Valentinus himself, and had probably not read his writings at all. 
His treatise against the Valentinians is avowedly not original, but, 
as he himself admits, is compiled from the writings of Justin, 
Miltiades, Irenaeus, and Proclus.3 Tertullian would not have 
hesitated to affirm anything of this kind positively, had there been 
any ground for i t ; but his assertion is at once too uncertain, and 
the value of his statements of this nature much too small, for such

1 On the Canon, p. 259. [Dr. Westcott omits these words from his 4th ed., 
but he uses others here and elsewhere which imply very nearly the same 
assertion.]

a D t Prascrip. H ar., 38. 3 A dv. Valent. , 5.
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a remark to have any weight as evidence. Besides, by his own 
showing, Valentinus altered Scripture {sine dubio emendans),1 which 
he could not have done had he recognised it as of canonical 
authority. We cannot, however, place any reliance upon criticism 
emanating from Tertullian.

All that Origen seems to know on this subject is that the 
followers of Valentinus (roii? airo OvaXxvrivov) have altered 
the form of the Gospel (/leraxapagaiTts t o  evayyiX.tov).2 Clement 
of Alexandria, however, informs us that Valentinus, like Basilides, 
professed to have direct traditions from the Apostles, his teacher 
being Theodas, a disciple of the Apostle Paul.? If he had known 
any Gospels which he believed to have apostolic authority, there 
would clearly not have been any need of such tradition. Hippolytus 
distinctly affirms that Valentinus derived his system from Pytha
goras and Plato, and “ not from the Gospels” (owe airo t<5v 
tvayyt\[< ov\ and that consequently he might more properly be 
considered a Pythagorean and Platonist than a Christian.* 
Irenasus, in like manner, asserts that the Valentinians derive their 
views from unwritten sources (e£ aypatfxov dvayivtoa-Kovrcs),5 and 
he accuses them of rejecting the Gospels, for, after enumerating 
them,6 he continues : “ When, indeed, they are refuted out of the 
Scriptures, they turn round in accusation of these same Scriptures,
as though they were not correct, nor of authority....... For (they
say) that it (the truth) was not conveyed by written records, but 
by the living voice.”7 In the same chapter he goes on to show 
that the Valentinians not only reject the authority of Scripture, 
but also reject ecclesiastical tradition. He says : “ But, again, 
when we refer them to that tradition which is from the Apostles, 
which has been preserved through a succession of Presbyters in 
the Churches, they are opposed to tradition, affirming themselves 
wiser not only than Presbyters, but even than the Apostles, in 
that they have discovered the uncorrupted truth. For (they say) 
the Apostles mixed up matters which are of the law with the
words of the Saviour, etc........ It comes to this, they neither
consent to Scripture nor to tradition. (Evenit itaque, neque 
Scripturis jam , neque Traditioni consentire eos.)”s We find, 
therefore, that even in the time of Iremeus the Valentinians 
rejected the writings of the New Testament as authoritative

1 De Prtescrip. H e r ., 30. 3 Contra Ce/s., ii. 27.
3 Strom., vii. 17, § 106. 4 K ef Omn. Herr., vi. 29; cf. vi. 21.
s A di’. Hcer., i. 8, § 1. 6 16., iii. I, § I.
7 Cum enirn ex Scripturis arguuntur, in accusationem convertuntur ipsarum

Scriplurarum, quasi non recte habeant, neque sint ex auctoritate.........Non enim
per litteras traditam it lam, sed per vivam vocem, etc. ( I r e n w u s ,  Ado. Piter., 
iii. 2, § I).

8 16., iii. 2, § 2.
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documents, which they certainly would not have done had the 
Founder of their sect himself acknowledged them. So far from 
this being the case, there was absolutely no New Testament 
Canon for Valentinus himself to deal with, and his perfectly 
orthodox contemporaries recognised no other Holy Scriptures 
than those of the Old Testament.

Irenaeus goes still further, and states that the Valentinians 
of his time not only had many Gospels, but that they pos
sessed one peculiar to themselves. “ Those indeed who are 
followers of Valentinus,” he says, “ again passing beyond all 
fear, and putting forth their own compositions, boast that they 
have more Gospels than there actually are. Indeed, they have 
proceeded so far in audacity that they entitle their not long 
written work, agreeing in nothing with the Gospels of the Apostles, 
the Gospel of Truth, so that there cannot be any Gospel among 
them without blasphemy.”1 It follows clearly, from the very 
name of the Valentinian Gospel, that they did not consider that 
others contained the truth, and indeed Irenaeus himself perceived 
this, for he continues : “ For if what is published by them be the 
Gospel of Truth, yet is dissimilar from those which have been 
delivered to us by the Apostles, any may perceive who please, 
as is demonstrated by these very Scriptures, that that which has 
been handed down from the Apostles is not the Gospel of Truth.”1 
These passages speak for themselves. It has been suggested 
that the “ Gospel of Truth” was a harmony of the four Gospels. 3 
This cannot by any possibility have been the case, inasmuch 
as Irenaeus distinctly says that it did not agree in anything 
with the Gospels of the Apostles. We have been compelled 
to devote too much space to Valentinus, and we now leave him 
with the certainty that in nothing does he afford any evidence 
even of the existence of our synoptic Gospels.

1 Hi vero, qui sunt a Valentino, iter uni exsistentes extra omncni tiniorem, 
suas conscript iones proferentes, p/ttra habere gloriantur, quam sint ipsa 
Evangelia. Siquidem in tantum processerunt audacice, uti quod ab his non 
o/int conseriptum est, veritatis Evangelium titulent, in nthilo conveniens 
apostolorum Evangeliis, ut nee Evangelium quidem sit apudeos sine blasphe/ma 
(Irenaeus, Adv. Hcer., iii. II , § 9).

2 Irenaeus, Adv. Hcer., iii. 11, § 9. 3 Bleek, Einl. N. T., p. 638.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



CHAPTER VII.

MARCION

W e  must now turn to the great Heresiarch of the second century, 
Marcion, and consider the evidence regarding our Gospels which 
may be derived from what we know of him. The importance, 
and at the same time the difficulty, of arriving at a just conclusion 
from the materials within our reach have rendered Marcion’s 
Gospel the object of very elaborate criticism, and the discussion of 
its actual character has continued with fluctuating results for 
nearly a century.

Marcion was bom at Sinope, in Pontus, of which place his 
father was Bishop,1 and although it is said that he aspired to the 
first place in the Church of Rome,2 the Presbyters refused him 
communion on account of his peculiar views of Christianity. We 
shall presently more fully refer to his opinions, but here it will be 
sufficient to say that he objected to what he considered the 
debasement of true Christianity by Jewish elements, and he upheld 
the teaching of Paul alone, in opposition to that of all the other 
Apostles, whom he accused of mixing up matters of the law with 
the Gospel of Christ, and falsifying Christianity,3 as Paul himself 
had protested.4 He came to Rome about a . d . 139-142, and 
continued teaching for some twenty years. His high personal 
character and elevated views produced a powerful effect upon his 
time, and, although during his own lifetime and long afterwards 
vehemently and with every opprobrious epithet denounced by 
ecclesiastical writers, his opinions were so widely adopted that, in 
the time of Epiphanius, his followers were to be found throughout 
the whole world.5

Marcion is said to have recognised as his sources of Christian 
doctrine, besides tradition, a single Gospel and ten Epistles of 
Paul, which in his collection stood in the following order:— 
Epistle to Galatians, Corinthians (2), Romans, Thessalonians (2), 
Ephesians (which he had with the superscription “ to the

1 Epiphanius, H er ., xlii. I, ed. Petav., p. 302.
3 Epiph., H ar., xlii. I.
3 Irenajus, Adi’. H ar., iii. 2, $ 2 ; cf. 12, § 12 ; Tertullian, Adi’. Marc., iv. 

2, 3 ; cf. i. 20 ; Origen, in Joann, v.,- § 4.
4 Gal. i. 6ff. ; cf. ii. 4 ff., 11 ff. ; cf. 2 Cor. xi. 1 ff.
5 Epiph., H ar., xlii. I.
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Laodiceans ”),* Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon.3 None of 
the other books which now form part of the canonical New 
Testament were either mentioned or recognised by Marcion. 
This is the oldest collection of Apostolic writings of which there 
is any trace, but there was at that time no other “Holy Scripture” 
than the Old Testament, and no New Testament Canon had yet 
been imagined. Marcion neither claimed canonical authority for 
these writings, nor did he associate with them any idea of divine 
inspiration. We have already seen the animosity expressed by 
contemporaries of Marcion against the Apostle Paul.

Before proceeding to a closer examination of Matcion’s Gospel 
and the general evidence bearing upon it, it may be well here 
briefly to refer to the system of the Heresiarch, whose high 
personal character exerted so powerful an influence upon his own 
time, and whose views continued to prevail widely for a couple 
of centuries after his death. It was the misfortune of Marcion 
to live in an age when Christianity had passed out of the pure 
morality of its infancy, when, untroubled by complicated 
questions of dogma, simple faith and pious enthusiasm had 
been the one great bond of Christian brotherhood, into a phase 
of ecclesiastical development in which religion was fast degen
erating into theology, and complicated doctrines were rapidly 
assuming that rampant attitude which led to so much bitterness, 
persecution, and schism. In later times Marcion might have 
been honoured as a reformer; in his own he was denounced as 
a heretic. Austere and ascetic in his opinions, he aimed at 
superhuman purity; and although his clerical adversaries might 
scoff at his impracticable doctrines regarding marriage and the 
subjugation of the flesh, they have had their parallels amongst 
those whom the Church has since most delighted to honour, and at 
least the whole tendency of his system was markedly towards the 
side of virtue.3 It would, of course, be foreign to our purpose to 
enter upon any detailed statement of its principles, and we must 
confine ourselves to such particulars only as are necessary to an 
understanding of the question before us.

As we have already frequently had occasion to mention, there 
were two broad parties in the primitive Church, and the very 
existence of Christianity was in one sense endangered by the 
national exclusiveness of the people amongst whom it originated.

'Tertullian, Adv. Marc., v. n ,  17 ; Epiph., Hicr., xlii. 9 ;  cf. 10, 
Schol. xl.

’ Tertullian, Adv. Marc., v. ; Epiph., H<tr. , xlii. 9. (Epiphanius transposes 
the order of the last two Epistles.)

5 Gfrorer, Allg. K . G., 1., p. 134 f ; Hagenbach, K . G., 1869, i., p. 134 f. j 
Hug, Einl. N. T., i., p. 56 n. ; Milman, Hist, o f Chr., 1867, ii., p. 77 flf. ; 
Neander, Allg. K. G., ii., p. 791 ff. ; Volkmar, Das Ev. Marc., p. 25 fl".
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The one party considered Christianity a mere continuation of the 
Law, and dwarfed it into an Israelitish institution, a narrow sect 
of Judaism; the other represented the glad tidings as the intro
duction of a new system applicable to all, and supplanting the 
Mosaic dispensation of the Law by a universal dispensation of 
grace. These two parties were popularly represented in the 
early Church by the two Apostles Peter and Paul, and their 
antagonism is faintly revealed in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
Marcion, a gentile Christian, appreciating the true character of the 
new religion and its elevated spirituality, and profoundly impressed 
by the comparatively degraded and anthropomorphic features of 
Judaism, drew a very sharp line of demarcation between them, 
and represented Christianity as an entirely new and separate 
system, abrogating the old and having absolutely no connection 
with it. Jesus was not to him the Messiah of the Jews, the son of 
David come permanently to establish the Law and the Prophets, 
but a divine being sent to reveal to man a wholly new spiritual 
religion, and a hitherto unknown God of goodness and grace. 
The Creator (Ai//iiov/>yos), the God of the Old Testament, was 
different from the God of Grace who had sent Jesus to reveal the 
Truth, to bring reconciliation and salvation to all, and to abrogate 
the Jewish God of the World and of the Law, who was opposed 
to the God and Father of Jesus Christ as Matter is to Spirit, 
impurity to purity. Christianity was in distinct antagonism to 
Judaism ; the spiritual God of heaven, whose goodness and love 
were for the Universe, to the God of the World, whose chosen and 
peculiar people were the Jews; the Gospel of Grace to the 
dispensation of the Old Testament. Christianity, therefore, must 
be kept pure from the Judaistic elements humanly thrust into 
it, which were so essentially opposed to its whole spirit.

Marcion wrote a work called “ Antitheses” (’AvriOicms), in 
which he contrasted the old system with the new, the God of the 
one with the God of the other, the Law with the Gospel, and in 
this he maintained opinions which anticipated many held in our 
own time. Tertullian attacks this work in the first three books of 
his treatise against Marcion, and he enters upon the discussion of 
its details with true theological vigour: “ Now, then,, ye hounds, 
yelping at the God of truth, whom the Apostle casts out,1 to all 
your questions ! These are the bones of contention which ye 
gnaw ! ”2 The poverty of the “ Great African’s ” arguments keeps 
pace with his abuse. Marcion objected : If the God of the Old

1 Rev. xxii. 15.
3 J a m  h in t a d  quastiones om nes, canes, quos fo r a s  apostolus expellit, I  a ir  a n te s  

in  deum  v e r ita tis . Hcec su n t argum entation um  ossa, q u a  obroditis (A d v .  
M a rc ., ii. 5).
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Testament be good, prescient of the future, and able to avert evil, 
why did he allow man, made in his own image, to be deceived by 
the devil, and to fall from obedience of the Law into sin and 
death ?' How came the devil, the origin of lying and deceit, to be 
made at all ?2 After the fall, God became a judge both severe 
and cruel: woman is at once condemned to bring forth in sorrow 
and to serve her husband, changed from a help into a slave ; the 
earth is cursed which before was blessed, and man is doomed to 
labour and to death. 3 The law was one of retaliation and not of 
justice—lex ialionis—eye for eye, tooth for tooth, stripe for 
stripe.4- And it was not consistent, for, in contravention of the 
Decalogue, God is made to instigate the Israelites to spoil the 
Egyptians, and fraudulently rob them of their gold and silver ;5 to 
incite them to work on the Sabbath by ordering them to carry the 
ark for eight days round Jericho ;6 to break the second command
ment by making and setting up the brazen serpent and the golden 
cherubim.  ̂ Then God is inconstant, electing men, as Saul and 
Solomon, whom he subsequently rejects ;8 repenting that he had 
set up Saul, and that he had doomed the Ninevites,’ and so on. 
God calls o u t: Adam, where art thou ? inquires whether he had 
eaten the forbidden fruit, asks of Cain where his brother was, as if 
he had not-yet heard the blood of Abel crying from the ground, and 
did not already know all these things.10 Anticipating the results of 
modem criticism, Marcion denies the applicability to Jesus of the 
so-called Messianic prophecies. The Emmanuel of Isaiah (vii. 14, 
cf. viii. 4) is not C h r i s t t h e  “ Virgin,” his mother, is simply a 
“young woman” according to Jewish phraseology ;12 and the 
sufferings of the Servant of God (Isaiah lii. 13, liii. 9) are not 
predictions of the death of Jesus. ‘3 There is a complete sever
ance between the Law and the Gospel; and the God of the latter is 
the antithesis of the God of the former.14 “ The one was perfect, 
pure, beneficent, passionless ; the other, though not unjust by 
nature, infected by matter—-subject to all the passions of 
man—cruel, changeable; the New Testament, especially as re
modelled by Marcion, '5 was holy, wise, amiable; the Old Testa-

1 Tertullian, A di'. M a rc ., ii. 5 ; cf. 9. 2 lb . ,  ii. 10.
3 16., ii. 11. 4 lb . ,  ii. 18.
s lb ., ii. 20. Tertullian introduces this by likening the Marcionites to the 

cuttle-fish, like which “  they vomit the blackness of blasphemy ” (lem bras  
ilasfbem ia in tervom u n t), l.c.

6 lb ., ii. 21. i  l b . ,  ii. 22. " l b . ,  ii. 23.
9 lb ., ii. 24. 10 lb . ,  ii. 25.
" Adv. M arc., iii. 12. 12 lb . ,  iii. 13.
|3 lb ., iii. 17, 18. 14 lb . ,  iv. 1.
'5 We give this quotation as a resum e  by an English historian and divine, but 

the idea of the “ New Testament remodelled by Marcion ” is a mere ecclesias
tical imagination.
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ment, the Law, barbarous, inhuman, contradictory, and detestable.”'
Marcion ardently maintained the doctrine of the impurity of 

matter, and he carried it to its logical conclusion, both in specula
tion and practice. He, therefore, asserting the incredibility of an 
incarnate God, denied the corporeal reality of the flesh of Christ. 
His body was a mere semblance and not of human substance; he 
was not bom of a human mother ; and the divine nature was not 
degraded by contact with the flesh.1 Marcion finds in Paul the 
purest promulgator of the truth as he understands it, and, 
emboldened by the Epistle to the Galatians, in which that Apostle 
rebukes even Apostles for “not walking uprightly according to the 
truth of the Gospel,” he accuses the other Apostles of having 
depraved the pure form of the Gospel doctrines delivered to them 
by Jesus, 3 “ mixing up matters of the Law with the words of the 
Saviour.

Tertullian reproaches Marcion with having written the work in 
which he details the contrasts between Judaism and Christianity, 
of which we have given the briefest sketch, as an introduction and 
encouragement to belief in his Gospel, which he ironically calls 
“ the Gospel according to the A n t i th e s e s and the charge which 
the Fathers bring against Marcion is that he laid violent hands on 
the canonical Gospel of Luke, and manipulated it to suit his own 
views. “ For certainly the whole object at which he laboured in 
drawing up the ‘ Antitheses,’” says Tertullian, “ amounts to this: 
that he may prove a disagreement between the Old and New 
Testament, so that his own Christ may be separated from the 
Creator, as of another God, as alien from the Law and the 
Prophets. For this purpose it is certain that he has erased what
ever was contrary to his own opinion and in harmony with the 
Creator, as if interpolated by his partisans, but has retained 
everything consistent with his own opinion.”6 The whole hypo
thesis that Marcion’s Gospel is a mutilated version of our third 
Synoptic, in fact, rests upon this accusation.

The principal interest, in connection with the collection of Mar
cion, centres in his single Gospel, the nature, origin, and identity of 
which have long been actively and minutely discussed by learned 
men of all shades of opinion with very varying results. The work 
itself is unfortunately no longer extant, and our only knowledge of 
it is derived from the bitter and very inaccurate opponents of 
Marcion. It seems to have borne much the same analogy to 
our third canonical Gospel as existed between the Gospel

' Milman, H is t,  o f  C h r is tia n ity , 1867, ii., p. 77 f.
3 Tertullian, A d v . M a rc ., iii. 8 ff. 3 i t . ,  iv. 3.
4 Apostolos en im  adm iscuisse ea qute su n t tcgalia  sa tva to ris  v e r t i s  (Irenreus, 

A d v . H err., iii. 2, § 2 ; cf. iii. 12, § 12).
s Adv. Marc., iv. 1. 6 I t . ,  iv. 6.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



MARCION 349

according to the Hebrews and our first Synoptic. The Fathers, 
whose uncritical and, in such matters, prejudiced character led 
them to denounce every variation from their actual texts as a mere 
falsification, and without argument to assume the exclusive 
authenticity and originality of our Gospels, which towards the 
beginning of the third century had acquired wide circulation in the 
Church, vehemently stigmatised Marcion as an audacious adul
terator of the Gospel, and affirmed his evangelical work to be 
merely a mutilated and falsified version of the “ Gospel according 
to Luke.”1

This view continued to prevail, almost without question or 
examination, till towards the end of the eighteenth century, 
when Biblical criticism began to exhibit the earnestness and 
activity which have ever since characterised it. Semler first 
abandoned the prevalent tradition, and, after analysing the 
evidence, he concluded that Marcion’s Gospel and Luke’s were 
different versions of an earlier work,2 and that the so-called 
heretical Gospel was one of the numerous Gospels from amongst 
which the Canonical had been selected by the Church. 3 Griesbach 
about the same time also rejected the ruling opinion, and denied 
the close relationship usually asserted to exist between the two 
Gospels.'* Lofflers and Carrodi6 strongly supported Sender's 
conclusion, that Marcion was no mere falsifier of Luke’s Gospel, 
and J. E. C. Schmidt7 went still further, and asserted that Marcion’s 
Gospel was the genuine Luke, and our actual Gospel a later version 
of it with alterations and additions. Eichhorn,8 after a fuller and 
more exhaustive examination, adopted similar views; he repudiated 
the statements of Tertullian regarding Marcion’s Gospel as utterly 
untrustworthy, asserting that he had not that work itself before 
him at all, and he maintained that Marcion’s Gospel was the more 
original text and one of the sources of Luke.? Bolten, Bertholdt,10

1 Irenseus, A d v . H ter. , i. 27, § 2 ; iii. 12, § 12 ; Tertullian, A d v . M a rc ., iv. 
3-6 ; Epiphanius, H a r . , xlii. 9, 11 ; Origen, C ontra C els., ii. 27 ; Theodoret, 
Har, Fab., i. 24.

2 Vorrede iu  T ow njon's A bhandl. iib. d. v ic r  E w . ,  1783.
3 N ever Per such, d ie  G em einniitzige A u slegu n g  u. anw end. der N . T . zu  

befordem, 1786, p. 162 f. ; cf. Prolegg. in  E p . a d  Galatas.
'  Cura in  h ist, tex tu s epist. P a u li, 1799, sect, iii., Opuscula Academ ica, ii., 

P- 124 ff.
s Marcionem P a u li  epist. e t L u ca  evang. adulterasse d u b ita tu r , 1788, in  

Vthhusen K uincel e t R u p c r ti Comment. Theologica, 1794, i., pp. 180-218.
6 Versuch einer B eleuch tung d. Gesih. d e s jiid . u. C h rist I. B ibelkanons, 1792, 

“•> p. 158 ff. 169.
7 Ueber das iichte E van g . des Lucas, in  H enke’s M ag. f u r  R e/igions-philos. , 

“• '• tv ., iii., 1796, p. 468 ff., 482 f., 507 f.
* Einl. N . T .,  1820, i., pp. 43-84.
9 Bericht des Lucas vo n J e su  dem M essia  (Vorbericht, 1796, p. 29 f.).
“ Fd"/. a . u . N .  T .,  1813, iii., p. 1293 ff.
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Schleiermacher,1 and D. Schulz2 likewise maintained that Marcion’s 
Gospel was by no means a mutilated version of Luke, but, on the 
contrary, an independent original Gospel. A similar conclusion 
was arrived at by Gieseler ;3 but later, after Hahn’s criticism, he 
abandoned it, and adopted the opinion that Marcion’s Gospel 
was constructed out of Luke.4

On the other hand, the traditional view was maintained by 
Storr.s Ameth,6 Hug,7 Neander,8 and Gratz,9 although with little 
originality of investigation or argument; and Paulus10 sought to 
reconcile both views by admitting that Marcion had before him 
the Gospel of Luke, but denying that he mutilated it, arguing 
that Tertullian did not base his arguments on the actual Gospel 
of Marcion, but upon his work, the Antithesis. Hahn,11 however, 
undertook a more exhaustive examination of the problem, attempt
ing to reconstruct the text of Marcion’s Gospel12 from the statements 
of Tertullian and Epiphanius, and he came to the conclusion that 
the work was a mere version, with omissions and alterations made 
by the Heresiarch in the interest of his system, of the third 
canonical Gospel. Olshausen'3 arrived at the same result, and, 
with more or less of modification but no detailed argument, 
similar opinions were expressed by Credner,14 De Wette,'s and 
others.

Not satisfied, however, with the method and results of Hahn 
and Olshausen, whose examination, although more minute than 
any previously undertaken, still left much to be desired, Ritschl'6 
made a further thorough investigation of the character of Marcion’s 
Gospel, and decided that it was in no case a mutilated version of 
Luke, but, on the contrary, an original and independent work, 
from which the canonical Gospel was produced by the introduction

1 Scim m tl. W erke, viii.; E in l.  N .  T . , 1845, p. 64 f., 197 (., 214 f.
2 Theol. S tu d . u. K r i t . , 1829, 3, pp. 386-595.
3 E n ts t. schr. E m . ,  1818, p. 24 ff.
4 Rccens. d. H ah n 's D a s E v. M a rtia n 's  in  H a ll. A llg . L i l t .  Z . , 1823, 

p. 225 ff.; K . G .,  i., § 45.
5 Zw eck d. E va n g . Gesch. u . B r . J o h a n ., 1786, pp. 254-265.
6 Ueber d. B ekanntsch . M arcion's m it. u. K a n o ti, u. s. w . , 1809.
I E in l .  N .  T . ,  1847, i., p. 64 ff.
8 Genet. E n tw ic k l. d. v o m . Gnost. S y s t .,  1818, p. 311 f f ; cf. A llg .  A". G ., 

1843, ii., pp. 792-816.
9 K r i t .  U n ters. iib. M arcion’s E va n g ., 1818.
'° Theol. exeg. C on serv ., 1822, L ief , i., p. T15 ff.
II D as. E va n g . M arcion ’s in  sein er u rspriin g l. G esta lt, 1823.
12 The reconstructed text is in Thi/o's Cod. A pocr. N . T .,  1832, pp. 

403-486.
13 D ie  E ch th e it der v ie r  kan. E v v . ,  1823, pp. 107-215.
14 B eitrd g e , i., p. 43.
15 E in l .  N . T . ,  6th  a u sg ., i860, p. 119 ff
16 D a s E va n g eliu m  M arcion ’s , 1846.
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of anti-Marcionitish passages and readings. Baur' strongly enun
ciated similar views, and maintained that the whole error lay in the 
mistake of the Fathers, who had, with characteristic assumption, 
asserted the earlier and shorter Gospel of Marcion to be an 
abbreviation of the later canonical Gospel, instead of recognising 
the latter as a mere extension of the former. Schwegler3 had 
already, in a remarkable criticism of Marcion’s Gospel, declared 
it to be an independent and original work, and in no sense a 
mutilated Luke, but, on the contrary, probably the source of that 
Gospel. Kostlin,3 while stating that the theory that Marcion’s 
Gospel was an earlier work and the basis of that ascribed to Luke 
was not very probable, affirmed that much of the Marcionitish 
text was more original than the canonical, and that both Gospels 
must be considered versions of the same original, although Luke’s 
was the later and more corrupt.

These results, however, did not satisfy Volkmar,4 who entered 
afresh upon a searching examination of the whole subject, and 
concluded that whilst, on the one hand, the Gospel of Marcion 
was not a mere falsified and mutilated form of the canonical 
Gospel, neither was it, on the other, an earlier work, and still less 
the original Gospel of Luke, but merely a Gnostic compilation 
from what, so far as we are concerned, may be called the oldest 
codex of Luke’s Gospel, which itself is nothing more than a 
similar Pauline edition of the original Gospel. Volk mar’s analysis, 
together with the arguments of Hilgenfeld, succeeded in con
vincing Ritschl,5 who withdrew from his previous opinions, and, 
with those critics, merely maintained some of Marcion’s readings 
to be more original than those of Luke,6 and generally defended 
Marcion from the aspersions of the Fathers on the ground that 
his procedure with regard to Luke’s Gospel was precisely that of 
the canonical Evangelists to each other;? Luke himself being 
clearly dependent both on Mark and Matthew.8 Baur was like
wise induced by Volkmar’s and Hilgenfeld’s arguments to modify 
his views f  but, although for the first time he admitted that 
Marcion had altered the original of his Gospel frequently for 
dogmatic reasons, he still maintained that there was an older form 
of the Gospel without the earlier chapters, from which both 
Marcion and Luke directly constructed their Gospels—both of 
them stood in the same line in regard to the original; both

1 K rit . U nlers. ta n .  E w . ,  1847, p. 397 ff.
1 D as nachap. Zeit. , 1846, i., p. 260 ff.
3 D er U rsp ru n g d . synopt. E w . ,  1853, p. 303 ff.
4 Thai. Jahrb., 1850, pp. 110-138, pp. 185-235.
5 Thai. Jahrb., 1851, p. 528 ff. 6 lb ., p. 530 ff.
1 lb., p.529. 8 lb ., p. 534 ff.
9 Das M artu sevan g . A n h a n g  ub. das E v .  M arcion's, 1851, p. 191 ff-
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altered i t ; the one abbreviated, the other extended it.1 Encou
raged by this success, but not yet satisfied, Volkmar immediately 
undertook a further and more exhaustive examination of the text 
of Marcion in the hope of finally settling the discussion; and he 
again, but with greater emphasis, confirmed his previous results.1 
In the meantime, Hilgenfelds had seriously attacked the problem, 
and, like Hahn and Volkmar, had sought to reconstruct the text of 
Marcion, and, whilst admitting many more original and genuine 
readings in the text of Marcion, he had also decided that his 
Gospel was dependent on Luke, although he further concluded 
that the text of Luke had subsequently gone through another, 
though slight, manipulation before it assumed its present form. 
These conclusions he again fully confirmed after a renewed 
investigation of the subject.4

This brief sketch of the controversy which has so long occu
pied the attention of critics will, at least, show the uncertainty of 
the data upon which any decision is to be based. We have not 
attempted to give more than the barest outlines, but it will appear 
as we go on that most of those who decide against the general 
independence of Marcion’s Gospel at the same time admit his 
partial originality and the superiority of some of his readings 
over those of the third Synoptic, and justify his treatment of Luke 
as a procedure common to the Evangelists, and warranted not 
only by their example, but by the fact that no Gospels had in his 
time emerged from the position of private documents in limited 
circulation.

Marcion’s Gospel not being any longer extant, it is important to 
establish clearly the nature of our knowledge regarding it and the 
exact value of the data from which various attempts have been 
made to reconstruct the text. It is manifest that the evidential 
force of any deductions from a reconstructed text is almost 
wholly dependent on the accuracy and sufficiency of the materials 
from which that text is derived.

The principal sources of our information regarding Marcion’s 
Gospel are the works of his most bitter denouncers, Tertullian and 
Epiphanius, who, it must be borne in mind, wrote long after 
his time—the work of Tertullian against Marcion having been 
composed about A.n. 208,5 and that of Epiphanius a century later.

1 lb . ,  p. 225 f. 1 D a s E van g . M arcion's, 1852.
3 Ucb. d ie E m .  J u s tin 's  der Clem. Horn, u n d  M arcion's, 1850, p. 389 ff.
4 Theol. J a h rb ., 1853, pp. 192-244. [A remarkably able and interesting 

work, The O rig in  o f  the T h ird  Gospel, by P. C. Sense, M.A., 1901, may be 
advantageously referred to. Mr. Sense maintains that the third Gospel was 
compiled from the writing used by the Marcionites, known as the Marcionite 
Gospel, and other apocryphal Gospels.]

5 Cf. Tertullian, A d i’. M a rc ., i. 15.
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We may likewise merely mention here the “ Dialogus de recta in 
deum fide" commonly attributed to Origen, although it cannot 
have been composed earlier than the middle of the fourth century. 
The first three sections are directed against the Marcionites, but 
only deal with the late forms of their doctrines. As Volkmar 
admits that the author clearly had only a general acquaintance 
with the Antitheses and principal proof passages of the Marcionites, 
but,although he certainly possessed the Epistles, had not the Gospel 
of Marcion itself,1 we need not now more particularly con
sider it.

We are, therefore, dependent upon the “ dogmatic and partly 
blind and unjust adversaries ”a of Marcion for our only knowledge 
of the text they stigmatise ; and, when the character of polemical 
discussion in the early centuries of our era is considered, it is 
certain that great caution must be exercised, and not too much 
weight attached to the statement of opponents who regarded a 
heretic with abhorrence and attacked him with an acrimony which 
carried them far beyond the limits of fairness and truth. Their 
religious controversy bristles with misstatements, and is turbid 
with pious abuse. Tertullian was a master of this style, and the 
vehement vituperation with which he opens^ and often interlards 
his work against “ the impious and sacrilegious Marcion ” offers 
anything but a guarantee of fair and legitimate criticism. Epipha 
nius was, if possible, still more passionate and exaggerated in 
his representations against him. Undue importance must not, 
therefore, be attributed to their statements.*

Not only should there be caution exercised in receiving the 
representations of one side in a religious discussion, but more 
particularly is such caution necessary in the case of Tertullian, 
whose trustworthiness is very far from being above suspicion, and 
whose inaccuracy is often apparent. “ Son christianisme,” says 
Reuss, “ est ardent', sincere, prnfondlment ancrl dans son Ame. L ’on 
voit qu’il en vit. Mais ce christianisme est Apre, insolent, brutal,, 
ferrailleur. II est sans auction et sans charitl, quelquefois mime sans 
loyautl, des qu’il se trouve en face d ’une opposition quelconque. C’est 
un soldat qui ne sail quc se battre et qui oublie, tout en se battant, 
qu’il fau t aussi respecter son ennemi. Dialecticien subtil et rust, il 
excelle A ridiculiser ses adversaires. L ’injure, le sarcasme, un 
langage qui rappelle parfois en v lr itl le genre de Rabelais, tine 
effronterie c l  affirmation dans les moments de faiblesse qui frise et

1 D as E v . M arcion's, p. 53.
’ Volkmar, Theol. J a h r b .,  1850, p. 120. 3 A d v . M a rc ., i. I.
4 Reuss, H is t, d u  Canon, p. 71 ff. ; Gieseler, E n ts t. sckr. E m . ,  p. 25 ; 

Scholten, D ie  alt. Zeugnissc, p. 75; Volkmar, Theol. J a h r b .,  1850, p. 120; 
Westcott, On the Canon, p. 276 ; De Wette, E in l.  N . / . ,  p. 122.
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atteint mime la mauvaise foi, voild ses armes. Je sais ce qu'il fa u t en
cela me tire sur le compte de I'lpoque.......Si, au second si'ecle, tons les
partis, sauf quelques gnostiques, sont intoll rants, Tertullian I ’est 
plus que tout le monde."1

The charge of mutilating and interpolating the Gospel 
of Luke is first brought against Marcion by Irenaeus,3 
and it is repeated with still greater vehemence and fulness 
by Tertullian5 and Epiphanius ;•* but the mere assertion by 
Fathers at the end of the second and in the third centuries, that a 
Gospel different from their own was one of the canonical Gospels 
falsified and mutilated, can have no weight in itself in the 
inquiry as to the real nature of that work. Their arbitrary 
assumption of exclusive originality and priority for the four Gospels 
of the Church led them, without any attempt at argument, to treat 
every other evangelical work as an offshoot or falsification of 
these. The arguments by which Tertullian endeavours to establish 
that the Gospels of Luke and the other canonical Evangelists 
were more ancient than that of Marcion5 show that he had no idea 
of historical or critical evidence. We are, however, driven back 
upon such actual data regarding the text and contents of Marcion’s 
Gospel as are given by the Fathers, as the only basis, in the 
absence of the Gospel itself, upon which any hypothesis as to its 
real character can be built. The question therefore is : Are these 
data sufficiently ample and trustworthy for a decisive judgment 
from internal evidence—if, indeed, internal evidence in such a case 
can be decisive at all.

All that we know, then, of Marcion’s Gospel is simply what 
Tertullian and Epiphanius have stated with regard to i t  It 
is undeniable and, indeed, is universally admitted, that 
their object in dealing with it at all was entirely dogmatic, and 
not in the least degree critical. The spirit of that age was 
so essentially uncritical that not even the canonical text 
could waken it into activity. Tertullian very clearly states what 
his object was in attacking Marcion’s Gospel. After asserting 
that the whole aim of the Heresiarch was to prove a disagreement 
between the Old Testament and the New, and that, for this pur
pose, he had erased from the Gospel all that was contrary to his 
opinion, and retained all that he had considered favourable,

' Reuss, Rev. de Thiol., xv., 1857, p. 67 f. Cf. Mansel, The Gnostic 
Heresies, 1875, p. 250, p. 259 f.

3 E t super hac, id quod est secundum Luc am Evange/ium circumcisions......
(Iremeus, Adv Hcer., i. 27, § 2 ; cf. iii. 11, § 7 ; 12, § 12 ; 14, § 4).

3 Adv. Marc., iv. 1, 2, 4 et passim.
4 Hcer., xlii. 9, 10 et passim.
5 Adv. Marc., iv. 5.
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Tertullian proceeds to examine the passages retained,1 with the 
view of proving that the heretic has shown the same “ blindness 
of heresy,” both in that which he has erased and in that 
which he has retained, inasmuch as the passages which Marcion 
has allowed to remain are as opposed to his system as those 
which he has omitted. He conducts the controversy in a free 
and discursive manner, and, whilst he appears to go through 
Marcion’s Gospel with some regularity, it will be apparent, 
as we proceed, that mere conjecture has to play a large part 
in any attempt to reconstruct, from his data, the actual text 
of Marcion. Epiphanius explains his aim with equal clearness. 
He had made a number of extracts from the so-called Gospel of 
Marcion, which seemed to him to refute the heretic, and, after 
giving a detailed and numbered list of these passages, which he 
calls o- ôXta, he takes them consecutively, and to each adds his 
“ Refutation.” His intention is to show how wickedly and dis
gracefully Marcion has mutilated and falsified the Gospel, and 
how fruitlessly he has done so, inasmuch as he has stupidly, or by 
oversight, allowed much to remain in his Gospel by which he may 
be completely refuted.2

As it is impossible within our limits fully to illustrate the pro
cedure of the Fathers with regard to Marcion’s Gospel, and the 
nature and value of the materials they supply, we shall, as far as 
possible, quote the declarations of critics, and more especially of 
Volkmar and Hilgenfeld, who, in the true and enlightened spirit 
of criticism, impartially state the character of the data available 
for the understanding of the text. As these two critics have, by 
their able and learned investigations, done more than any others 
to educe and render possible a decision of the problem, their own 
estimate of the materials upon which a judgment has to be formed 
is of double value.

With regard to Tertullian, Volkmar explains that his desire is 
totally to annihilate the most dangerous heretic of his time— 
first (Books I. to III.), to overthrow Marcion’s system in general as 
expounded in his Antithesis, and then (Book IV.) to show that 
even the Gospel of Marcion only contains Catholic doctrine (he 
concludes, Christus Jesus in Evangclio tuo mens est, c. 43); and 
therefore he examines the Gospel only so far as may serve to 
establish his own view and refute that of Marcion. “ To show,” 
Volkmar continues, “wherein this Gospel was falsified or mutilated 
~ u .,  varied from his own—on the contrary, is in no way his design,

1 Hac conveniemus, hiec amplectcmur, si nobiscum magis fiu r in t, si Marcionis 
prasumptionem percusserint. Tunc et ilia constabit codcm vitio hteretica 
cacitatis erasa quo et kite reservata. Sic habebit intentio et forma opuscu/i 
w r i ,  etc. (Tertullian, Adv. Marc., iv. 6).

’ Epiphanius, H ter., xlii. 9 f.
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for he perceives that Marcion could retort the reproach of inter
polation, and in his time proof from internal grounds was hardly 
possible, so that only exceptionally, where a variation seems to 
him remarkable, does he specially mention it.”' On the other 
hand, Volkmar remarks that Tertullian’s Latin rendering of the 
text of Marcion which lay before him—which, although certainly 
free and having chiefly the substance in view, is still in weightier 
passages verbally accurate—directly indicates important variations 
in that text. He goes on to argue that the silence of Tertullian 
may be weighty testimony for the fact that passages which exist 
in Luke, but which he does not mention, were missing in Marcion’s 
Gospel, though he does so with considerable reservation. “ But 
his silence alone," he says, “ can only under certain conditions 
represent with diplomatic certainty an omission in Marcion. It 
is indeed probable that he would not lightly have passed over 
a passage in the Gospel of Marcion which might in any way be 
contradictory to its system, if one altogether similar had not 
preceded it, all the more as he frequently drags in by force such 
proof passages from Marcion’s text, and often plainly, but with a 
certain sophistry, tries to refute his adversary out of the words of 
his own Gospel. But it remains always possible that in his 
eagerness he has overlooked much; and, besides, he believes that 
by his replies to particular passages he has already sufficiently 
dealt with many others of a similar kind; indeed, avowedly, he 
will not willingly repeat himself. A certain conclusion, therefore, 
can only be deduced from the silence of Tertullian when special 
circumstances enter.”1 Volkmar, however, deduces with certainty 
from the statements of Tertullian that, whilst he wrote, he had 
not before him the Gospel of Luke, but intentionally laid it aside, 
and merely referred to the Marcionitish text, and further that, like 
all the Fathers of the third century, he preferred the Gospel 
according to Matthew to the other Synoptics, and was well 
acquainted with it alone, so that in speaking of the Gospel 
generally he only has in his memory the sense, and the sense 
alone, of Luke except in so far as it agrees, or seems to agree, 
with Matthew.3

With regard to the manner in which Tertullian performed the 
work he had undertaken, Hilgenfeld remarks: “As Tertullian, in 
going through the Marcionitish Gospel, has only the object of 
refutation in view, he very rarely states explicitly what is missing 
from i t ; and as, on the one hand, we can only venture to conclude 
from the silence of Tertullian that a passage is wanting, when it 
is altogether inexplicable that he should not have made use of it

1 Volkmar, Das Evang. Marriott's, p. 29.
a 16.9 p. 29 f.; cf. Theol. Jahrb.y 1855, p. 237. *lb p. 30 f
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for the purpose of refutation; so, on the other, we must also know 
how Marcion used and interpreted the Gospel, and should never 
lose sight of Tertullian’s refutation and defence.”1

Hahn substantially expresses the same opinions. He says: 
“ Inasmuch as Tertullian goes through the Marcionitish text with 
the view of refuting the heretic out of that which he accepts, and 
not of critically pointing out all variations, falsifications, and 
passages rejected, he frequently quotes the falsified or altered
Marcionitish text without expressly mentioning the variations.’ .......
Yet he cannot refrain—although this was not his object— 
occasionally, from noticing amongst other things any falsifications 
and omissions which, when he perhaps examined the text of Luke 
or had a lively recollection of it, struck and too grievously 
offended him.”3

Volkmar’s opinion of the procedure of Epiphanius is still more 
unfavourable. Contrasting it with that of Tertullian, he charac
terises it as “ more superficial,” and he considers that its only merit 
is its presenting an independent view of Marcion’s Gospel. 
Further than this, however, he says : “ How far we can build upon 
his statements, whether as regards their completeness or their 
trustworthiness, is not yet made altogether clear.”'* Volkmar goes 
on to show how thoroughly Epiphanius intended to do his work, 
and yet that, although from what he himself leads us to expect, 
we might hope to find a complete statement of Marcion’s sins, the 
Father himself disappoints such an expectation by his own 
admission of incompleteness. He complains generally of his free 
and misleading method of quotation, such, for instance, as his 
alteration of the text without explanation; alteration of the 
same passage on different occasions in more than one way; 
abbreviations, and omissions of parts of quotations; the sudden 
breaking off of passages just commenced with the indefinite kui 
r a  l£rj<; or (cal t o  Aowrov, without any indication how much this 
may include.5

Volkmar, indeed, explains that Epiphanius is only thoroughly 
trustworthy where, and so fa r  as, he wishes to state in his Scholia 
an omission or variation in Marcion’s text from his own canonical 
Gospel, in which case he minutely registers the smallest point; but 
this is to be clearly distinguished from any charge of falsifica
tion brought against Marcion in his Refutations; for only while 
drawing up his Scholia had he the Marcionitish Gospel before 
him and compared it with Luke; but in the case of the 
Refutations, on the contrary, which he wrote later, he did not

' Die E w . Justin's, p. 397.
’ Das Ev. Marcion's, p. 96. 3 lb. , p. 98.
4 Volkmar, Das Ev. Marcion's, p. 32, cf. p. 43.
3 lb., p. 33 ff. ; cf. Hahn, Das Ev. Marcion's, p. 123 ff.

Digitized by Google



35« SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

again compare the Gospel of Luke. “ It is, however, alto
gether different,” continues Volkmar, “as regards the statements 
of Epiphanius concerning the part of the Gospel of Luke which is 
preserved in Marcion. Whilst he desires to be strictly literal in 
the account of the variations, and also with two exceptions is so, 
he so generally adheres only to the purport of the passages retained 
by Marcion that altogether literal quotations are quite exceptional; 
throughout, however, where passages of greater extent are referred 
to, these are not merely abbreviated, but also are quoted ?>ery 

freely, and nowhere can we reckon that the passage in 
Marcion ran verbally as Epiphanius quotes it.”1 And to this we 
may add a remark made further on : “ We cannot in general rely 
upon the accuracy of his statements in regard to that which 
Marcion had in common with Luke.”2 On the other hand, 
Volkmar had previously said : “ Absolute completeness in regard 
to that which Marcion’s Gospel did not contain is not to be 
reckoned upon in his Scholia. He has certainly not intended to pass 
over anything, but in the eagerness which so easily renders men 
superficial and blind much has escaped him.”3

Hahn bears similar testimony to the incompleteness of 
Epiphanius. “ It was not his purpose,” he says, “ fully to notice 
all falsifications, variations, and omissions, although he does mark 
most of them, but merely to extract from the Gospel of Marcion, 
as well as from his collection of Epistles, what seemed to him well 
suited for refutation.”'* But he immediately adds: “ When he 
quotes the passage from Marcion’s text, however, in which such 
falsifications occur, he generally—but not always—notes them 
more or less precisely, and he had himself laid it down as a 
subsidiary object of his work to pay attention to such falsifica
tions.”5 A little further on he says: “ In the quotations of the 
remaining passages which Epiphanius did not find different from 
the Gospel of Luke, and where he, therefore, says nothing of 
falsification or omission, he is often very free, neither adhering 
strictly to the particular words, nor to their arrangement; but his 
favourite practice is to give their substance and sense for the pur
pose of refuting his opponent. He presupposes the words as 
known from the Gospel of Luke.”6 

It must be stated, however, that both Volkmar? and Hilgenfeld8 
consider that the representations of Tertullian and Epiphanius sup
plement each other, and enable the contents of Marcion’s Gospel to 
be ascertained with tolerable certainty. Yet a few pages earlier

1 Volkmar, Das Ev. Man iotCs, p. 43 f. ; cf. p. 34. 2 /<*,p. 4 5 -
3 lf>; P- 33- 
5 lb., p. 122.
7 Volkmar, Das Ev. M ., p. 45 ff.

4 Hahn, Das Ev. Marriott's, p. 121. 
6 lb., p. 123 f.
8 Die Ev. Justin's, p. 397 f.
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Volkmar had pointed out that “ The ground for a certain fixture of 
the text of the Marcionitish Gospel seems completely taken 
away by the fact that Tertullian and Epiphanius, in their state
ments regarding its state, not merely repeatedly seem to, but in 
part actually do, directly contradict each other.”1 Hahn endeavours 
to explain some of these contradictions by imagining that later 
Marcionites had altered the text of their Gospel, and that 
Epiphanius had the one form and Tertullian another ;2 but such a 
doubt only renders the whole of the statements regarding the 
work more uncertain and insecure. That it is not without some 
reason, however, appears from the charge which Tertullian brings 
against the disciples of Marcion : “ For they daily alter it (their 
Gospel) as they are daily refuted by us.”5 In fact, we have no 
assurance whatever that the work upon which Tertullian and 
Epiphanius base their charge against Marcion of falsification and 
mutilation of Luke was Marcion’s original Gospel, and we 
certainly have no historical evidence on the point.

The question even arises whether Tertullian and Epiphanius 
had Marcion’s Gospel in any shape before them when they 
wrote, or merely his work the Antitheses. In commencing 
his onslaught on Marcion’s Gospel, Tertullian says: “ Marcion 
seems (videtur) to have selected Luke to mutilate it.”'* This is the 
first serious introduction of his “ mutilation hypothesis,” which he 
thenceforward presses with so much assurance; but the expression 
is very uncertain for so decided a controversialist, if he had been 
able to speak more positively. We have seen that it is admitted 
that Epiphanius wrote without again comparing the Gospel of 
Marcion with Luke, and it is also conceded that Tertullian, at 
least, had not the canonical Gospel, but in professing to quote 
Luke evidently does so from memory, and approximates his text 
to Matthew, with which Gospel, like most of the Fathers, he was 
better acquainted. This may be illustrated by the fact that both 
Tertullian and Epiphanius reproach Marcion with erasing passages 
from the Gospel of Luke which never were in Luke at all. In 
one place Tertullian says: “ Marcion, you must also remove this 
from the Gospel: ‘ I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,’5 and ‘ It is not meet to take the children’s bread 
and give it to dogs,’6 in order, be it known, that Christ may not

' Volkmar, Das Ev. Marcion's, p. 22 f., p. 46 ff.; Thtol. Jahrb., 1854, 
p. 106.

1 Hahn, Das Ev. Marcion's, p. I30 f., p. 169, p. 224 ff.; cf. Neudecker, 
EM. N. T., p. 82.

3 Nam et quotidie reformant illud, prout a nobis quotidie revineuntur. Adv. 
Marc., iv. 5 ; cf. Dial, de recta in deumfide, § 5 ; Orig., Opp., i., p. 867.

* Nam esc iis commentatoribus, quos habemus, Lucam videtur Marcion 
elegisse, quern caderet (Adv. Marc., iv. 2).

5 Malt. xv. 24. 6 lb ., xv. 26.
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seem to be an Israelite.1 The “ Great African” thus taunts his 
opponent, evidently under the impression that the two passages 
were in Luke, immediately after he had accused Marcion of having 
actually expunged from that Gospel, “ as an interpolation,”* the 
saying that Christ had not come to destroy the law and the 
prophets, but to fulfil them, 3 which likewise never formed part of 
it. He repeats a similar charge on several other occasions.'* 
Epiphanius commits the same mistake of reproaching Marcion 
with omitting from Luke what is only found in Matthew. * We 
have, in fact, no certain guarantee of the accuracy or trustworthiness 
of their statements.

We have said enough, we trust, to show that the sources for 
the reconstruction of a text of Marcion’s Gospel are most unsatis
factory, and no one who attentively studies the analysis of Hahn, 
Ritschl, Volk mar, Hilgenfeld, and others, who have examined 
and systematised the data of the Fathers, can fail to be struck by 
the uncertainty which prevails throughout, the almost continuous 
vagueness and consequent opening, nay, necessity, for conjecture, 
and the absence of really sure indications. The Fathers had no 
intention of showing what Marcion’s text actually was, and, their 
object being solely dogmatic and not critical, their statements are 
very insufficient for the purpose. The materials have had to be 
ingeniously collected and sifted from polemical writings whose 
authors, so far from professing to furnish them, were only bent 
upon seeking in Marcion’s Gospel such points as could legiti
mately, or by sophistical skill, be used against him. Passing 
observations, general remarks, as well as direct statements, have 
too often been the only indications guiding the patient explorers, 
and in the absence of certain information the silence of the angry 
Fathers has been made the basis for important conclusions. It 
is evident that not only is such a procedure necessarily uncertain 
and insecure, but that it rests upon assumptions with regard to 
the intelligence, care, and accuracy of Tertullian and Epiphanius, 
which are not sufficiently justified by that part of their treatment 
of Marcion’s text which we can examine and appreciate. And 
when all these doubtful landmarks have failed, too many passages 
have been left to the mere judgment of critics, as to whether they 
were too opposed to Marcion’s system to have been retained by him, 
or too favourable to have been omitted. The reconstructed texts, 
as might be expected, differ from each other, and one Editor finds

■ Marcion, auftr etiam Mud dt evangelic: non sum missus, n isi ad  oves 
perditas domus Israel; e t: non est auferre panem Jiliis el dare eum canibus, ne 
scilicet Christus Israelis videretur (Adv. Marc., iv. 7).

* Hoc enim Marcion ut additum erasit (Adv. Marc., iv. 7).
3 Matt. v. 17. * Adv. Marc., iv. 9, 12; ii. 17, iv. 17, 36.
5 H ar., xlii., p. 322 f., Ref. 1 ; cf. Luke v. 14; Matt. viii. 4.
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the results of his predecessors incomplete or unsatisfactory, 
although naturally, at each successive attempt, the materials 
previously collected and adopted have contributed to an apparently 
more complete result. After complaining of the incompleteness 
and uncertainty of the statements of Tertullian and Epiphanius, 
Ritschl affirms that they furnish so little solid material on which 
to base a hypothesis that rather by means of a hypothesis must 
we determine the remains of the Gospel from Tertullian.1 
Hilgenfeld quotes this with approval, and adds that at least 
Ritschl’s opinion is so far right that all the facts of the case can 
no longer be settled from external data, and that the general view 
regarding the Gospel only can decide many points.2 This means, 
of course, that hypothesis is to supply that which is wanting in 
the Fathers. Volkmar, in the introduction to his last compre
hensive work on Marcion’s Gospel, says : “And, in fact, it is no 
wonder that critics have for so long, and substantially to so little 
effect, fought over the protean question, for there has been so 
much uncertainty as to the very basis (Fundament) itself— 
the precise text of the remarkable document—that Baur has 
found full ground for rejecting, as unfounded, the supposition on 
which that finally-attained decision (his previous one) rested. ” 3 
Critics of all shades of opinion are forced to admit the incom
pleteness of the materials for any certain reconstruction of 
Marcion’s text, and consequently for an absolute .settlement of 
the question from internal evidence, although the labours 
of Volkmar and Hilgenfeld have materially increased our know
ledge of the contents of his Gospel.

In the earlier editions of this work,'* we contended that the 
theory that Marcion’s Gospel was a mutilated form of our third 
Synoptic had not been established, and that more probably it was 
an earlier work, from which our Gospel might have been elaborated. 
Since the sixth edition of this work was completed, however, a 
very able examination of Marcion’s Gospel has been made by 
Dr. Sanday,s which has convinced us that our earlier hypothesis is 
untenable; that the portions of our third Synoptic excluded from 
Marcion’s Gospel were really written by the same pen which com
posed the mass of the work, and, consequently, that our third Synoptic 
existed in his time, and was substantially in the hands of Marcion. 
This conviction is mainly the result of the linguistic analysis,

1 Ritschl, Das E w . Marcioris, p. 55.
* Hilgenfeld, Die E w . Justin's, p. 445.
3 Volkmar, Das E v. Marcion's, 1852, p. 19 f.
4 For the arguments, omitted here, see the complete edition, 1879, vol. ii., 

pp. 108-138.
5 Fortnightly Reirievi, 1875, p. 855 ff. ; The Gospels in Second Century, 

1876, p. 204 ff.
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sufficiently indicated by Dr. Sanday and, since, exhaustively 
carried out for ourselves. We still consider the argument based 
upon the dogmatic views of Marcion, which has hitherto been 
almost exclusively relied on, quite inconclusive by itself; but the 
linguistic test, applied practically for the first time in this con
troversy by Dr. Sanday, must, we think, prove irresistible to all 
who are familiar with the comparatively limited vocabulary of 
New Testament writers. Throughout the omitted sections 
peculiarities of language and expression abound which clearly 
distinguish the general composer of the third Gospel, and it is, 
consequently, not possible reasonably to maintain that these 
sections are additions subsequently made by a different hand, 
which seems to be the only legitimate course open to those 
who would deny that Marcion’s Gospel originally contained them.

Here, then, we find evidence of the existence of our third 
Synoptic about the year 140, and it may of course be inferred that 
it must have been composed at least some time before that date.1 
It is important, however, to estimate aright the facts actually 
before us and the deductions which may be drawn from them. 
The testimony of Marcion does not throw any light upon the 
authorship or origin of the Gospel of which he made use. Its 
superscription was simply “ The Gospel,” or “ The Gospel of 
the Lord” ( t o  tixiyytkiov, or d n y y ik io v  to v  Kvptov),2 and no 
author’s name was attached to it. The Heresiarch did not pretend 
to have written it himself, nor did he ascribe it to any other person. 
Tertullian, in fact, reproaches him with its anonymity. “And here 
already I might make a stand,” he says at the very opening of his 
attack on Marcion’s Gospel, “ contending that a work should not
be recognised which does not hold its front erect....... which does
not give a pledge of its trustworthiness by the fulness of its title, 
and the due declaration of its author.”3 Not only did Marcion 
himself not in any way connect the name of Luke with his Gospel, 
but his followers repudiated the idea that Luke was its author.'*

1 With regard to this, the considerations, advanced in connection with the 
Acts of the Apostles, as to the author's use of the works of Josephus should be 
referred to.

3 Marcion Evangelio suo nullum adscribit auctorem (Tertullian, Adv. Marc., 
iv. 2 ; Dial, dc red a fide, § 1).

3 E t possem hie jam  gradum figere, non agnosccndum contendens opus, 
quod non crigat frontem, quod nu/lam constantiam pr.eferat, nullam fidem  
rcpromitlal dc plcnitudinc titu li et professione debita auttoris (Tertullian, Adv. 
Marc., iv. 2).

4 Dial, de recta fide, § I. Cf. Bertholdt, E in/., iii., p. 1295, 1218 ff. ; Eich- 
horn, Ein/. N. T., i., p. 79 f. ; Gieseler, Entst. schr. E w .,  p. 25 ; Hollzmann, 
in Bunsen’s Bibetwcri, viii., p. 563. The later Marcionites affirmed their 
Gospel to have been written by Christ himself, and the particulars of the 
Crucifixion, etc., to have been added by Paul.
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In admitting the substantial identity of Marcion’s Gospel and 
our third Synoptic, therefore, no advance is made towards 
establishing the authorship of Luke. The Gospel remains 
anonymous still. On the other hand, we ascertain the important 
fact that, so far from its having any authoritative or infallible 
character at that time, Marcion regarded our Synoptic as a work 
perverted by Jewish influences, and requiring to be freely expurgated 
in the interests of truth. Amended by very considerable omissions 
and alterations, Marcion certainly held it in high respect as a 
record of the teaching of Jesus, but beyond this circumstance, and 
the mere fact of its existence in his day, we learn nothing from the 
evidence of Marcion. It can scarcely be maintained that this does 
much to authenticate the third Synoptic as a record of miracles 
and a witness for the reality of Divine Revelation.

There is no evidence whatever that Marcion had any knowledge 
of the other canonical Gospels in any form. None of his writings 
are extant, and no direct assertion is made even by the Fathers 
that he knew them, although from their dogmatic point of view 
they assume that these Gospels existed from the very first, and 
therefore insinuate that, as he only recognised one Gospel, he 
rejected the rest.1 When Irenaeus says: “ He persuaded his 
disciples that he himself was more veracious than were the 
Apostles who handed down the Gospel, though he delivered to 
them not the Gospel, but part of the Gospel,”2 it is quite clear 
that he speaks of the Gospel—the good tidings, Christianity—and 
not of specific written Gospels. In another passage which is 
referred to by Apologists, Irenseus says of the Marcionites that 
they have asserted “ That even the Apostles proclaimed the 
Gospel still under the influence of Jewish sentiments; but that 
they themselves are more sound and more judicious than the 
Apostles. Wherefore also Marcion and his followers have had 
recourse to mutilating the Scriptures, not recognising some books 
at all, but curtailing the Gospel according to Luke and the 
Epistles of Paul; these, they say, are alone authentic which they 
themselves have abbreviated.”a These remarks chiefly refer to 
the followers of Marcion, and as we have shown, when treating of

' Irenx*us, Adv. liter., i. 27, § 2; cf. iii. 2 ; 12, § 12 ; Tertullian, Adv. 
Marc., iv. 3 ; cf. De Cam* Christi, 2, 3.

1 Semetipsum esse veraeiorem, quam sunt hi, qui Evange/ium tradiderunt, 
apostoli, suasit discipujis suis ; non Evange/ium, sed particulam Evangelii 
tradens eis (Adv. Hizr., i. 27, § 2).

3 Et apostolos quidem adhuc qute sunt Judeorum sentientes, annuntiasse 
Evange/ium; se autern sinccriores, et prudentiores aposto/is esse. Unde et 
Marcion, et qui ah eo sunt, ad intercidendas conversi sunt Scripturas, quasdam 
quidem in totum non cognoscentes, secundum Lucam autern Evange/ium, et 
Episto/as Pauli decurtantes, h,ec so/a legitima esse dicunt, qiue ipsi minora- 
verunt (Adv. H er., iii. 12, § 12).
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Valentinus, Irenaeus is expressly writing against members of 
heretical sects living in his own day, and not of the founders of 
those sects.1 The Marcionites of the time of Irenaeus no doubt 
deliberately rejected the Gospels, but it does not by any means 
follow that Marcion himself knew anything of them. As yet we 
have not met with any evidence even of their existence.

The evidence of Tertullian is not a whit more valuable. In the 
passage usually cited he says : “ But Marcion, lighting upon the 
Epistle of Paul to the Galatians, in which he reproaches even 
Apostles for not walking uprightly according to the truth of the 
Gospel, as well as accuses certain false Apostles of perverting the 
Gospel of Christ, tries with all his might to destroy the status of 
those Gospels which are put forth as genuine and under the name 
of Apostles, or at least of contemporaries of the Apostles, in order, 
be it known, to confer upon his own the credit which he takes 
from them.”3 Now here again it is clear that Tertullian is simply 
applying, by inference, Marcion’s views with regard to the preach
ing of the Gospel by the two parties in the Church, represented 
by the Apostle Paul and the “ pillar ” Apostles whose leaning to 
Jewish doctrines he condemned, to the written Gospels recognised 
in his day, though not in Marcion’s. “ It is uncertain,” says even 
Dr. Westcott, “ whether Tertullian in the passage quoted speaks 
from a knowledge of what Marcion may have written on the 
subject, or simply from his own point of sight.”3 Any doubt is, 
however, removed on examining the context, for Tertullian pro
ceeds to argue that if Paul censured Peter, John, and James, it was 
for changing their company from respect of persons ; and similarly, 
“ if false apostles crept in," they betrayed their character by insisting 
on Jewish observances. “ So that it was not on account o f their 
preaching, but of their conversation, that they were pointed out by 
Paul and he goes on to argue that if Marcion thus accuses 
Apostles of having depraved the Gospel by their dissimulation, he 
accuses Christ in accusing those whom Christ selected.5 It is 
palpable, therefore, that Marcion, in whatever he may have 
written, referred to the preaching of the Gospel, or Christianity, 
by Apostles who retained their Jewish prejudices in favour of

1 Cf. Adv. H ar . , i., Prcef. , § 2 ; iii. P raf., etc.
3 Sect enim Marcion nactus cpistotam Pauli act Galatas, etiam ipsos apostates 

suggitlantis ut non recto pede incedentes ad veritatem evangetii, sim ut et 
accusantis pseudapostolos quosdam pervertentes evangetium Christi, connititur 
ad destruendum statum corum evangeliorum, quce propria et sub a oostolorum 
nomine eduntur, vet etiam apostolicorum, ut scilicet fidem, quam itlis  adimit, 
suo conferat (Adv. Marc., iv. 3 ; cf. de Came Christi, 2, 3).

3 On the Canon, p. 276, note I.
* A dee non de pmdicatione, sed de conversatione a Paulo denotabantur 

(Adv. Marc., iv. 3).
5 Adv. Marc., iv. 3.
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circumcision and legal observances, and not to written Gospels. 
Tertullian merely assumes, with his usual audacity, that the 
Church had the four Gospels from the very first, and therefore 
that Marcion, who had only one Gospel, knew the others and 
deliberately rejected them.
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CHAPTER VIII.

TATIAN—DIONYSIUS OS CORINTH

F rom Marcion we now turn to Tatian, another so-called heretic 
leader. Tatian, an Assyrian by birth,1 embraced Christianity and 
became a disciple of Justin Martyr2 in Rome, sharing with him, 
as it seems, the persecution excited by Crescens the Cynic3 to 
which Justin fell a victim. After the death of Justin, Tatian, 
who till then had continued thoroughly orthodox, left Rome and 
joined the sect of the Encratites, of which, however, he was not 
the founder, and became the leading exponent of their austere 
and ascetic doctrines.3

The only one of his writings which is still extant is his Oration 
to the Greeks (Aoyos itpds "EAA.r/vas). This work was written 
after the death of Justin, for in it he refers to that event,5 and it 
is generally dated between a.d. i 70-175. Tischendorf does not 
assert that there is any quotation in this address taken from the 
synoptic Gospels ;6 and Dr. Westcott only affirms that it contains 
a “ clear reference” to “ a parable recorded by St. Matthew,” and 
he excuses the slightness of this evidence by adding : “ The 
absence of more explicit testimony to the books of the New 
Testament is to be accounted for by the style of his writing, and 
not by his unworthy estimate of their importance,”? a remark which 
is not very pertinent, as we know nothing whatever with regard to 
Tatian’s estimate of any such books.

The supposed “ clear reference ” is as follows : “ For by means 
of a certain hidden treasure (diroKpv<f>ov Oipravpov) he made 
himself lord of all that we possess, in digging for which though 
we were covered with dust, yet we give it the occasion of falling 
into our hands and abiding with us.”3 This is claimed as a 
reference to Matt. xiii. 44 : “ The kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hidden (Orpravpip K tK pvppivy) in the field,.which a man 
found and hid, and for his joy he goeth and selleth all that he 
hath and buyeth that field.” So faint a similarity could not 
prove anything, but it is evident that there are decided differences 
here, and the passage does not warrant the deduction that he

' Oratio ad Gracos, ed Otto, § 42. 3 l i . ,  § 18. 3 lb ., § 19.
4 Eusebius, H. £ ., iv. 29; I ren.tus, Adi’, H er., i. 28 ; Epiphanius, H ar., 

xlvi. I ; Hieron., Do Vir. Illustr., 29; Theodoret, Herr. Fab., i. 20.
5 Orat. ad Gr., § 19. 6 Cf. IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 16 f.
7 On the Canon, p. 278. 8 Orat. ad Gr., § 30.
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must have derived it from our Matthew, and not from any other 
of the numerous Gospels which we know to have early been in 
circulation. Ewald ascribes the parable in Matthew originally to 
the Spruchsamm/ung or collection of Discourses, the second of 
the four works out of which he considers our first Synoptic to 
have been compiled.1

Although neither Tischendorf nor Dr. Westcott thinks it worth 
while to refer to it, some writers claim another passage in the 
Oration as a reference to our third Synoptic. “ Laugh ye : never
theless you shall weep.”2 This is compared with Luke vi. 25 : 
“ Woe unto you that laugh now : for ye shall mourn and weep.”3 
Here, again, it is not possible to trace a reference in the words of 
Tatian specially to our third Gospel. If there be one part of the 
Gospel which was more known than another in the first ages of 
Christianity, it was the Sermon on the Mount, and there can be 
no doubt that many evangelical works now lost contained versions 
of it. Ewald likewise assigns this passage of Luke originally to 
the Spruchsammlungp and no one can doubt that the saying was 
recorded long before the writer of the third Gospel undertook to 
compile evangelical history as so many had done before him.

Further on, however, Dr. Westcott says: “ It can be gathered
from Clement of Alexandria....... that he (Tatian) endeavoured to
derive authority for his peculiar opinions from the Epistles to the 
Corinthians and Galatians, and probably from the Epistle to the 
Ephesians, and the Gospel of St. Matthew.”s The allusion here 
is to a passage in the Stromata of Clement, in which reference is 
supposed by Dr. Westcott to be made to Tatian. No writer, 
however, is named, and Clement merely introduces his remark by 
the words, “  a certain person ” (t is ), and then proceeds to give 
his application of the injunction, “ not to treasure upon earth 
where moth and rust corrupt ” («ir* yijv p) (hyravpifav Sirov <ri)s 
ta t fipuxrLs d<f>avi{ei).6 The parallel passage in Matthew vi. 19 
reads: “ Î ay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt,” etc. (fir/ &i/<ravpi{ere vpuv Oi/<ravpov<; 
or* njs yrjs, k . t . A.). Dr. Westcott, it is true, merely suggests that 
“ probably ” or “ perhaps ” this may be ascribed to Tatian, but it 
is almost certain that it was not attributed to him by Clement. 
Tatian is several times referred to in the course of the same

1 Die drei ersten E w .,  1. c.
3 TeXore Si i/iev.t, <i» xal nXavaorret. Orai. ad. Gr., § 32.
3 oGal ipHe ol ytXwrTts rSr Sn rerffijoere xal eXavaere. Luke vi. 25.
4 Die drei ersten E w . , 1. c.
5 On the Canon, p. 279. [In the 4th edition Dr. Westcott has altered the 

“ probably” of the above sentence to “ perhaps,” and in a note has addded : 
“ These two last references are from an anonymous citation (rtt) which has 
been commonly assigned to Tatian.” Page 318, n. 1.1

6 Strom., iii. 12, § 86.
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chapter, and his words are continued by the use of <fnf<ri or ypdfat-, 
and it is in the highest degree improbable that Clement should 
introduce another quotation from him in such immediate context 
by the vague and distant reference, “ a certain person ” (ns). On 
the other hand, reference is made in the chapter to other writers 
and sects, to one of whom with much greater propriety this 
expression applies. No weight, therefore, could be attached to 
any such passage in connection with Tatian. Moreover, the 
quotation not only does not agree with our Synoptic, but may 
more probably have been derived from the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews. It will be remembered that Justin Martyr quotes 
the same passage, with the same omission of “ dryravpov^" from a 
Gospel different from our Synoptics.1

Tatian, however, is claimed as a witness for the existence of our 
Gospels, principally on the ground that he is said to have com
piled a Gospel which was generally called Dialessaron (Sea Tarodptov) 
or “ by four,” and it is assumed that this was a harmony of our 
four Gospels.

Our information regarding this Gospel in the writings of 
the Fathers is, as we shall see, of the scantiest and most 
unsatisfactory description, and critics have arrived at very 
various conclusions with regard to its composition. Some of 
course affirm, with more or less of hesitation, that it was nothing 
else than a harmony of our four canonical Gospels; many of 
these, however, are constrained to admit that it was also partly 
based upon the Gospel according to the Hebrews. Others 
maintain that it was a harmony of our three Synoptics together 
with the Gospel according to the Hebrews; whilst many deny 
that it was composed of our Gospels at all, and either declare it 
to have been a harmony of the Gospel according to the Hebrews 
with three other Gospels whose identity cannot be determined, 
or that it was simply the Gospel according to the Hebrews itself, 
by which name, as Epiphanius states, it was called by some in 
his day.2

Before proceeding to discuss this work we must consider 
the date which must be assigned to Tatian’s literary career. 
According to Eusebius, Justin suffered martyrdom a .d . 165,3 
and the generally-received theory is that his death may be 
set about a .d . 163-165. Tatian’s literary activity seems to have 
begun after his master’s death, “and after this we have to allow for 
his own career, first as an orthodox Christian and then as a 
heretic.”* It is argued by some that Tatian was no longer living

' Justin, Apol., i. 15 ; see p. 222 f., p. 232 f.
2 Epiphanius, H *r., xlvi. J. 3 H. A ., iv. 16; Chron. Patch.
* Lightfoot, Essays on Supernatural Religion, p. 274.
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when Irenseus wrote of him in the first book of his great work, 
which, it is said, must be dated between a.d. 178-190 ; but this 
is far from certain, and the expressions used by no means neces
sarily convey such an inference. Nor does the mention of the 
“Assyrian” by the Alexandrian Clement as one of his teachers,1 
in the first book of the Stromata, written not earlier than 
A.D. 195, throw much light upon the date, nor, indeed, the fact of 
Rhodon having been one of his disciples. The Address to the 
Greeks, the only one of Tatian’s works which has been preserved, 
was written, as has already been said, after the death of Justin, 
and is generally dated about a . d . 170-175. This work was 
certainly written before he had adopted the heretical views which 
led to his separation from the Church, so that, at least, the date 
assigned to this composition is some slight indication of the phases 
of his career. If, therefore, we assume even a.d. 170 as the date 
of the Address, the Diatessaron, which was condemned and 
destroyed as heretical, must, at least, be assigned to a still later 
period. Dr. Lightfoot, who, without arguing the point, thought 
the date a .d . 170-175 “ probably some years too late” for the 
Address,'1 assigns the Diatessaron to a.d. 170 ;3 but, unless good 
reasons can be given for dating the Address earlier than a.d. 170- 
175—and these have not been forthcoming—it is probable that 
the Diatessaron must have been compiled at a later date. The 
Address is completely orthodox, and no one who has attacked 
Tatian’s later views has, apparently, been able to discover even a 
heretical tendency in its vigorous arguments. Some years must, 
therefore, reasonably be allowed to elapse before Tatian’s opinions 
changed and led him to arrange a Harmony of Gospels in accor
dance with them. Probably the date assigned to it should not be 
earlier than a.d. 175-180,'* and the later part of this term may be 
considered the more reasonable. We have no information what
ever as to the date of Tatian’s death.

If we examine contemporary writings, or such extracts as have 
come down to us, for information regarding the works of Tatian, 
we meet with references to several of his compositions. His 
pupil—Rhodon—as quoted by Eusebius, promises to write a 
work in answer to one by Tatian, in which he professes to explain 
certain obscurities in the sacred writings.* Irenreus denounces 
some of his heretical views in no measured terms.6 His disciple 
—Clement of Alexandria—refers to his treatise On Perfection 
according to the Saviour,’’ and likewise attacks his peculiar

1 Strom., i. 1, II. 2 Essays, 275. 3 The Fourth Gospel, 1892, p. 132.
4 Zahn dates it soon after A.D. 172 (Forschungen, p. 290 f.).
5 H. E ., v. 13. 6 Adv. Iher., i. 28, I ; iii. 23, 8. 7 Strom., iii. 12, 80 f.
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opinions, but makes at the same time copious use of his Address 
to the Greeks. The author of the work against the heresy of 
Artemon, quoted by Eusebius, cites Tatian as an apologist along 
with men like Justin and Clement, and as maintaining the divinity 
of Christ.' Tertullian,2 Hippolytus,3 and Origen4 refer to him, 
and combat his opinions. None of these writers, however, make 
any mention of a Harmony of Gospels in connection with Tatian, 
nor does any writer prior to Eusebius.

The first time, then, that we hear anything of a Harmony 
of Gospels ascribed to Tatian, or meet with any trace of 
such a work, is in the mention of it by Eusebius, writing some 
century and a half after the Harmony is supposed to have been 
composed. Eusebius says in the well-known passage: “ Tatian, 
however, their former chief, having put together a certain amalga
mation and collection, I know not how, of the Gospels, named 
this the Diatessaron, which even now is current with some.”5 
Beyond the mere statement that Tatian made some kind of 
Harmony of Gospels, which was called Diatessaron, nothing 
could be less explicit than this passage. It seems to be based 
upon mere hearsay, and the expression “ I know not how ” (ovk 
otS’ o7Tc«s) does not indicate any personal acquaintance with 
the composition to which Eusebius refers. Dr. Lightfoot 
argues, on the contrary, that, “ so far from implying that Eusebius 
had no personal knowledge of the work, it ’’ (the expression) “ is 
constantly used by writers in speaking of books where they are 
perfectly acquainted with the contents, but do not understand the 
principles or do not approve the method. In idiomatic English 
it signifies ‘ I cannot think what he was about,’ and is equivalent 
to ‘unaccountably,’ ‘absurdly,’ so that, if anything, it implies 
knowledge rather than ignorance of the contents.”6 Dr. Lightfoot 
gives references to a number of examples of its use in the treatise 
of Origen against Celsus, but when examined they’ do not in the 
least prove his point. It is certain that ovk offi’ ottios is fre
quently used to express partial, as well as complete, ignorance— 
ignorance of something in a book, as well as absence of acquain
tance with a book itself; but it always indicates ignorance, 
real or assumed. If we look at the passage in Eusebius itself, 
there is nothing to indicate that the words are intended to 
express anything but imperfect knowledge, or that Eusebius 
wished to indicate disapproval of such a work. In his Epistle to

1 / / . £ . ,  v. 28. 3 De Jejun., 15.
3 Phitosoph. viii. 4, 16 ; x. 18. 4 C. Cels., i. 16, etc.
5 'O ptrroi ye rpirepos alnUsv dpxvyb* ® T a n a v is  avviipeiiv T iro . Kal avraywyh*, 

o v k  old' Stu s , rwv 1 SayyeXliov trvwdels, tS Sid TiairdfKvy t o v t o  t pooiovd/uurew, S Kal 
r a p i  Turiv e ia in  rvv iptperai. / / .  £ . ,  iv. 29.

6 lissays, p. 278.
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Carpianus, Eusebius writes of a similar Harmony of Gospels by 
Ammonius not only without censure, but with approval. If his 
purpose had been to condemn the Diatessaron, he would have 
said more than this. As it is, he has chronicled the existence of 
the work without a detail evincing acquaintance with i t ; but, on 
the contrary, with a distinct expression of ignorance. The best 
critics on both sides, amongst whom may be mentioned Credner, 
Hilgenfeld, Holtzmann, Reuss, Scholten, Zahn, and others, are 
agreed in inferring that Eusebius had no personal acquaintance 
with the Diatessaron.

It must be admitted that the words of Eusebius give a very 
scant account of a work of which not a trace has been found in 
the extant literature of a hundred and fifty years after its supposed 
composition. Not only are we not told anything of the peculiarities 
or arrangement of its contents, but we are left in total ignorance 
even of the language in which it was w'ritten. This absence of 
information is particularly to be regretted in the case of such a 
work as a Harmony of the Gospels, which, from its very nature, 
cannot have borne an author’s name, and the identification of 
which inevitably became more difficult as time went on. Con
tinuing our search for information regarding it, we find the rapidly 
increasing Christian literature a complete blank so far as any 
Harmony of Gospels by Tatian is concerned. Neither Irenasus, 
Clement of Alexandria, nor Jerome, who refer to other works of 
Tatian, make any reference to it. We have mentioned incidentally 
that, in his Epistle to Carpianus, Eusebius refers to a similar 
Harmony of Gospels by Ammonius. No writer mentions the 
Diatessaron again until we come to Epiphanius, writing about the 
end of the fourth century, or some two hundred years after its 
compilation. He makes the following remarkable statement: 
“ It is said that the Diatessaron Gospel owes its origin to him 
(Tatian), which some call the Gospel according to the Hebrews.”1

It is almost universally agreed that Epiphanius, the second 
writer who refers to the Diatessaron, had as little personal know
ledge of the work as the first (Eusebius); but several important 
points are to be deduced from the report which he chronicles. In 
the first place, it is quite clear that, as has been suggested above, 
the name of Tatian was not attached to the Diatessaron. Had it 
been so, the expression, “ it is said,” could not have been used. 
By the time of Epiphanius the connection of Tatian with his 
Harmony had already become merely conjectural. How is the 
fact that some called it the Gospel according to the Hebrews to 
be explained ? It is unnecessary to press the possibility that what

1 A^ycrcu hk t6 8id Tcaadpcw evayy t\io r  tor’ avroD ycyevij&ffcu, 8t €P *arA 
Eftwfoi* riWf KaXovai. H a r 46 , I.
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had been understood to be Tatian’s Diatessaron was [nothing 
but the Gospel according to the Hebrews, which, from having 
matter common to our Gospels, was mistaken for a Harmony. 
The Gospel according to the Hebrews was, we know, used by the 
Encratites, the sect to which Tatian belonged, and at least nothing 
can be more probable than the hypothesis that, in a Harmony 
compiled after he had separated himself from the Church, he 
must have made use of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, to 
which his followers were attached. Two facts which we know 
should be borne in mind in connection with this confusion, if 
confusion it be, of the Diatessaron with the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews, that this Gospel was constructed on the lines of our 
first Synoptic, and that it omitted the genealogies, both of which 
peculiarities are said to be characteristic of the Diatessaron.

More than half a century passes before we meet with any fresh 
mention of Tatian’s work, and then we come to a more detailed 
statement regarding it than we have yet discovered. Writing about 
a .d . 453, Theodoret gives the following account of what took 
place in his diocese :—

“ He [Tatian] composed the Gospel which is called Diatessaron, cutting out 
the genealogies and such other passages as show the Lord to have been bom of 
the seed of David after the flesh. This work was in use not only among 
persons belonging to his sect, but also among those who follow the apostolic 
doctrine, as they did not perceive the mischief of the composition, but used the 
book in all simplicity on account of its brevity. And I myself found more than 
two hundred such copies held in respect in the churches in our parts. All 
these I collected and pul away, and I replaced them hy the Gospels of the Four 
Evangelists.”1

It will be observed that Theodoret does not say that the Gospel 
of Tatian was a Harmony of four Gospels, but merely that it was 
“ called Diatessaron,” and it is difficult to suppose that, if it merely 
omitted “ the genealogies and such other passages as show the 
Lord to have been born of the seed of David after the flesh,” a 
bishop, even in the fifth century, could confiscate two hundred 
copies of a book when books were so scarce and precious. What 
could be expected from a Harmony of Gospels but omission of 
some matter contained in them ? One is tempted to think that 
when Theodoret sjreaks of “ the mischief of the composition,” he 
had in his mind more than these omissons, though he does not 
enter into full detail. In any case, the omissions specified are 
all that is added to our knowledge of the Diatessaron by the 
statement of Theodoret.

It may be well to refer here to an apocryphal Syriac work, called 
the Doctrine of Addai, giving a copy of correspondence alleged to

1 Theodoret, De Fab. H ar.
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have-taken place between “ the Lord Jesus Christ and Abgar, 
King of Edessa-” A very early date is assigned to it by many, 
but Dr. Lightfoot “ cannot place it much earlier than the middle 
of the third century,”1 and it might safely be set much later. In 
this little work an account is given of the Church at Edessa, and 
it is said that the people assembled for prayer and to hear read, 
along with the Old Testament, the “ New of the Diatessaron."2 
This might well be explained as a mere reading of four Gospels, 
but there are certain reasons for believing that it really means a 
Harmony. Zahn has quoted the following rule from the Canons 
of Rabbula, Bishop of Edessa ( a .d . 412-435): “ Let the 
presbyters and deacons have a care that in all the churches there 
be provided and read a copy of the distinct Gospel.” This 
“distinct” Gospel is understood to be opposed to the Harmony of 
four Gospels, and light is thrown upon the point by the fact that, 
in the Syriac Gospels of Cureton, the first Gospel is described as 
the “ Distinct Gospel of Matthew,’’ meaning, probably, the Gospel 
in a separate form. Taking this with the statement of Theodoret, 
it is probable that the Diatessaron referred to was that which he 
confiscated in his diocese. Be this as it may, however, it is clear 
that, beyond the fact that the Diatessaron was read, we have no 
further information from the Doctrine of Addai as to the contents 
of the Diatessaron, the particular Gospels from which it was com
piled, their reputed authors, or even the name of the person who 
prepared the Harmony.

The next reference to the Diatessaron which has to be considered 
comes from Victor of Capua, about the middle of the sixth cen
tury. Victor met with a harmony entitled Diatessaron, which, as 
we have already shown to be naturally the case with all such 
compilations, was anonymous, and he consequently endeavoured to 
discover a probable author for it. He went to Eusebius for 
information, and in his Ecclesiastical History he found the mention 
of a Diatessaron attributed to Tatian, which has been quoted 
above; and in his Epistle to Carpianus, prefixed to the Canons, 
he met with the account of another ascribed to Ammonius. The 
description of the Diatessaron of Ammonius of Alexandria given 
by Eusebius may now be quoted : “ He placed by the side of the 
Gospel according to Matthew the corresponding passages of the 
other Evangelists, so that, as a necessary result, the sequence in 
the three was destroyed so far as regards the order of reading.”3 
Victor, however, read the passage of Eusebius with a singular 
variation from that which we have, and cites him as saying that 
the Gospel which Tatian composed out of four was entitled

1 Essays, p. 279. 2 Phillips, Doctr. Add, c. 35.
3 Eusebius, Op. (ed. Migne), iv., p. 1276.
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Diapente, or “by five.”1 Whether the copy of Eusebius before him 
had this reading, or whether he corrected Eusebius from the 
contents or from the title of his Harmony, cannot now be definitely 
settled; but there is the distinct statement, and it is all the more 
curious since he has just said “ ttnutn ex r/uatuor," and it is, 
therefore, difficult to explain the immediate statement of Diapente 
as the title, which contradicts the description, except as a co'py of 
something before him which he records. Dr. Lightfoot argues 
that Victor, who knew Greek, can hardly have written Diapente 
himself, and attributes the curious reading to the blundering or 
officiousness of some later scribe.1 But to write Diapente for 
Diatessaron is scarcely like a slip of the pen, and the discrepancy 
between the Harmony and the name must have been very striking 
to render probable the theory of officiousness. I will let Dr. 
Light foot’s own words state the result of Victor’s investigation: 
“ Assuming that the wrork which he had discovered must be one 
or other, he decides in favour of the latter (Tatian), because it 
does not give St. Matthew continuously and append the passages 
of the other Evangelists, as Eusebius states Ammonius to have 
done.”3 A little later, Dr. Lightfoot adds: “ Thus, Victor gets 
his information directly from Eusebius, whom he repeats. He 
knows nothing about Tatian’s Diatessaron except what Eusebius 
tells him.” We have seen that this was little enough. Dr. 
Lightfoot expresses a very decided opinion (which he afterwards 
modifies) that Victor was mistaken in ascribing the authorship to 
Tatian, but the discussion of this point must be reserved for a 
more appropriate place further on.

In seeking for mention of the Diatessaron of Tatian in extant 
literature, we have already had to make wide strides through time, 
but these must now be increased. In a Glossary of Bar-ali,
written about the end of the ninth century, we have the next 
reference to the work : “ Diastarsun (otherwise Diakutrum) ; the 
Gospel which is the Diatessaron, made by Tatian, the compiled 
Gospel. A gospel made sense for sense on the sense of the 
combined four apostolic Gospels. It contains neither the natural 
nor the traditional genealogy of our Lord Christ ; and 
he who made it—namely, Tatian—has on this account been 
anathematised.”4 There can be little doubt that Bar-ali derives 
his information from Theodoret, and does not know the work 
himself.

1 “ E x  historia quoquc ejus [i.e. Euseiif] cotnpt.ri quod Tatianus v ir  erudi- 
tissimus et orator illius temporis clarus unum ex quatuor compaginaverit 
Evangelium cui titulum Diapente imposuit.”

3 Essays, p. 286 f. 3 Ibid, p. 286.
4 Payne Smith, Thesaurus Syr., i. 869 ; Zahn, Forsch., i. 98 ; Hamack, 

Gesch. altchristl. L it., i. 2 Halfte, 1893, P* 494-

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



TATI AN 3 7 5

We have to pass over a long period before we again hear 
anything of the Diatcssaron. We receive some important infor
mation regarding it from Dionysius Bar-Salibi, who died a .d . 1207. 
He wrote a Commentary on the Gospels, in which there is the 
following statement:—

“ Tatian, the disciple of Justin, the philosopher and martyr, selected and 
patched together from the four Gospels and constructed a Gospel, which he 
called Diatcssaron—that is. Miscellanies. On this work Mar Ephrem wrote 
an exposition ; and its commencement w as: ‘ In the beginning was the 
Word. Elias of Salamia, who is also called Aphthanius, constructed a 
Gospel after the likeness of the Diatcssaron of Ammonius, mentioned by 
Eusebius in his prologue to the Canons which he made for the Gospel. 
Elias sought for that Diatcssaron, and could not find it, and, in consequence, 
constructed this after its likeness. And the said Elias finds fault with 
several things in the Canons of Eusebius, and points out errors in them, 
and rightly. But this copy [work] which Elias composed is not often met 
with.”*

Mar Ephrem of Edessa, who is here referred to, is said to have 
died about a .d . 373, and it is a very curious fact that we hear of 
such a commentary, upon which the whole argument regarding 
the Diatcssaron of Tatian has recently turned, a thousand years 
after the composition of the Harmony, and some eight centuries 
from the date of the alleged commentary. About eighty years 
later than Bar-Salibi, another Syrian father, Gregory Bar-Hebraeus, 
tells us: “ Eusebius of Caesarea, seeing the corruptions which 
Ammonius of Alexandria introduced into the Gospel of the 
Diatcssaron, that is Miscellanies, which commenced, ‘ In the 
beginning was the Word,’ and which Mar Ephrem expounded, 
kept the four Gospels in their integrity, but pointed out the agree
ment of the words by Canons written in red.”2

Mr. J. Rendel Harris has recently pointed out that this 
apparent contradiction, which arises from a use of the fragment 
given by Assemani, does not really exist, and that the MSS. of 
Bar-Hebraeus, which are accessible to us in England, continue 
the foregoing passage as follows: “ And he (/.«., Eusebius) 
confessed as a lover of truth that he took his cue from the labours 
of that man (/.«., Ammonius). For Tatian, also the disciple of 
Justin, the Philosopher and Martyr, patched and composed the 
Gospel of the Combined, and because the sequence of Mark, 
Luke, and John was lost, he defined the ten Canons only,” etc.3

The important question may still be put: Was the Diatcssaron 
upon which Mar Ephrem commented really that of Tatian ? The

' This is the rendering of Dr. Lightfoot, Essays, p. 280.
3 Assemani, Bibl. Orient., i. 57.
3 Contemp. Rev., Aug. 1893, p. 2 7 4  f- Mr. Harris quotes many Syriac 

writers showing use of Ephrem’s Commentary. Cf. Fragments of the Comment, 
of Ephrem Syrus, 1895.
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mere statement that it began with the sentence, “In the beginning 
was the Word,” does not afford much help for identifying the 
special Dia/essaron, because many other Harmonies may have 
adopted the same obviously appropriate opening ; and we must all 
the more regret that the Dia/essaron which, according to the 
Doctrine of Addai, was publicly read at Edessa, is not more 
clearly identified, for it might naturally be the work upon which 
a Churchman of Edessa may have written a commentary.

So little is really known of the Dia/essaron of Tatian that there 
is no certainty even as to the language in which it was composed. 
Zahn and the majority of modern critics are.of opinion that the 
original was written in Syriac, but Hamack states strong reasons 
for maintaining a Greek original.

We now come to comparatively recent times. The Armenian 
monks of St. Lazaro published, in 1834, four volumes of translations 
into Armenian of works of Ephrem Syrus, which contained a 
Harmony of the Gospels apparently beginning with the passage 
John i. 1. Aucher, the editor of Ephrem, made a Latin transla
tion of the Commentary in 1841, which, being amended by 
Professor Mosinger, was published in 1876.' This is said to be 
the commentary which Ephrem is reported to have written upon 
Tatian’s Dia/essaron. The editors state their opinion that the 
Armenian version was written about the fifth century, and that it 
is a translation from the Syriac. Zahn long ago pointed out that 
the Commentary is evidently based upon exegetical lectures, 
probably delivered to theological classes, perhaps the subsequent 
record of a student.2 Ephrem, moreover, or the writer of the 
“ Commentary,” whoever he may be, never himself calls the work 
upon which he is commenting the Dia/essaron, nor mentions 
Tatian, but sometimes Scriptura, and occasionally Evangelium. 
There is, in fact, nothing whatever apart from the tradition 
preserved by Bar-Salibi and the note of the translator, written long 
after the time of Ephrem, to indicate that this is a commentary 
upon the Dia/essaron of Tatian. The order is not always the 
same in the passages selected for comment as that of the Harmony 
of Victor, or of the Arabic Diatessaron, of which we shall presently 
speak, and the texts of all have been so manipulated that no 
literal importance can be attached to them.

We may now conveniently return to the Latin Harmony of 
Victor of Capua. It will be remembered that he was completely 
in doubt as to the authorship of the compilation which had come

* This work did not come to notice in this country till after the complete 
edition of 5 . R. was published in 1879, and of course we need not add that the 
still later works presently to be noticed could not before be discussed.

2 Forsch., p. 51 ; Resch, Aussercan. ParaiUl-texte, p. 43.
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in his way, and as to whether he should ascribe it to Ammonius 
or to Tatian. Finally, upon mere conjecture, he decided in 
favour of Tatian. Regarding this Dr. Hemphill writes :—

“ Victor of Capua himself is an important witness ; for he was skilled in 
both Greek and Latin, and was a man of considerable eminence as a scholar 
and controversialist. And his solitary reason for attributing his discovery to 
Tatian is that he found one passage in Eusebius which spoke of Tatian having 
compiled a patchwork Gospel, which he judged to be the same, substantially, 
as that which accidentally came into his hands. Not one other allusion to 
Tatian’s work does Victor mention ; and the conclusion is that, but for the 
statement of Eusebius, he would have remained perfectly ignorant that such a
work had ever existed.........The Latin Harmony, as it now exists in the Codex
Fuldensis, represents not the harmony as it was found by Victor, but the 
Harmony as it was modified and edited under his direction. The index, which 
somehow escaped revision, does not in all cases agree with the body of the 
Codex, from which we gather that the latter may have been to some extent 
changed in order, and interpolated as in the case of the genealogies; while 
the text which Victor found has been changed piece by piece into the Vulgate 
of St. Jerome.” '

Victor, making perfectly free use of the Latin Harmony which 
he had found, and altering it to suit his orthodox views, had it 
transcribed, and his fine manuscript has come down to us in the 
Codex Fuldensis, which is admitted to be almost the best authority 
for the text of the Vulgate version of the Gospels. It is no 
evidence, however, for the text of Tatian’s Diatessaron, with which, 
in the first place, it cannot be identified, and to which, if it could, 
it no longer bears any likeness.

It must be apparent that the theory that the original of this 
Harmony, which was done into Latin, was that of Tatian, and not 
the Diatessaron of Ammonius or some one else who may have 
compiled a Diatessaron in the course of the four centuries between 
Tatian and Victor, rests upon a most unsubstantial basis. The most 
striking characteristic of Tatian’s work, as we have seen, was the 
omission of the genealogies, an omission which led to its being 
anathematised by the Church. In the index which is cited to 
prove that the original Latin Harmony began with John i. i we 
also find the genealogy, V. de generatione vel nativitate Christi. 
It is not possible, upon any real grounds of evidence, to identify 
this Harmony with the Diatessaron of Tatian.

We now come to the last and most important document con
nected with this discussion. It had long been known that an 
Arabic manuscript existed in the Vatican Library purporting to be 
the Diatessaron of Tatian. This work, which had been brought 
to the library by Joseph Assemani, is described by him as Tatiani 
Diatessaron seu quatuor Evangelia in unum redacta.'1 It did not

by Google

1 Hemphill, The Diatessaron of Tatian, pp. xi., xxiv. f. 
J Bibl. Orient., i. 619.
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attract any attention till some years ago, when Agostino Ciasca, in 
1883,- published a pamphlet describing it, promising at some 
future time, if possible, to publish the manuscript. He did not 
find an opportunity of doing so, nor did Lagarde, who also thought 
of attempting it, till 1888, when Ciasca was able to produce an 
edition of the Diatessaron based upon this manuscript (XIV.), and 
a still more perfect one, which was presented to the Borgian 
Library in 1886 by Catholic Copts in Egypt, with a Latin trans
lation by himself.1 The latter manuscript, generally called the 
Borgian Codex, contains notes at the beginning and end, stating 
that this is a translation of Tatian’s Diatessaron from a Syriac 
manuscript written by Isa ibn Ali el Mutatabbib, a disciple of 
Honain ibn Ishaq, by Abit-l-Faraj Abdullah Ibrr-at-Tayyib. 
Honain is believed to have died A.n. 873, and the death of 
Abdullah Ibn-at-Tayyib is set down by Bar-Hebraeus as having 
taken place A.n. 1043. The existing manuscript is assigned to 
the fourteenth century. The Syriac manuscript was, therefore, 
written seven centuries after Tatian’s time, and the Arabic trans
lation made some nine centuries after it. Beyond the notes of the 
scribe, we have no external evidence that the original Diatessaron 
was the work ascribed to Tatian and, as has already been fully 
stated, nothing could be more difficult than the identification of 
an anonymous compilation of this kind.

So little does the Arabic Harmony agree with what we are 
actually told of the Diatessaron of Tatian that elaborate expla
nation and conjecture are necessary to support the statement of 
the Arab translator or scribe that we have here that mysterious 
work. The Diatessaron of Tatian was said to have commenced 
with the passage: “ In the beginning was the Word.” Now, in 
the Vatican MS. XIV. the Diatessaron does not begin with 
these words, but with the opening words of the second Synoptic, 
“ The Gospel of Jesus, the Son of the living God." This formerly 
convinced scholars that the Arabic Harmony was not that of 
Tatian, but Ciasca suggested that the words from Mark were added 
by another hand to supply the lack of a title. When the Borgian 
manuscript arrived, it was found that the introductory words from 
the second Synoptic are separated by a space from the text which 
follows. Which of these was the original form of the work from 
which the Arabic version was made cannot now be determined, or 
whether the separation in the Borgian manuscript was the result 
of a preconceived theory that the Harmony, being understood to 
be Tatian’s, ought to open with the words of the fourth Gospel. 
Then the fact which we learn from Theodoret, that the genealogies 
and the passages showing Jesus to have been bom of the seed of

1 Tatiani Evangeliorum Harmonia Arabice.
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David, after the flesh, were omitted from the Diatessaron, in 
consequence of which he resorted to the strong measure of 
“ putting away ” a couple of hundred copies of the work, is a still 
stronger obstacle to the identification of the Arabic Harmony with 
it, for these passages (Matt. i. 1-17 and Luke iii. 23-38) are 
contained in MS. XIV. In the Borgian manuscript, however, 
these genealogies are removed from the text and put as an 
appendix, under the title, “ The Book of the Generation of Jesus.” 
It is argued from this that we have here the passages in the first 
stage of insertion—they have got into the appendix on their way 
into the text. But may it not with greater probability be argued 
that they are in the first stage of omission—excluded from an 
inconvenient position in the text, where they clashed with the 
theory of the Harmony being by Tatian, and relegated to the 
appendix by the translators, who did not like to go so far as to 
exclude such scriptural matter altogether? One fact which 
seems to support the latter view is that in the index to 
the Latin Harmony of Victor-—which Zahn regards as repre
sentative of the [original Latin version of a Syriac Diatessaron 
which became transformed into the Codex Fu/densis—the fifth 
chapter is given as “ de generatione vet nativitate Christi.” In 
connection with these difficulties it must never be forgotten that, 
to identify the Arabic Harmony with the work of Tatian, we have 
really nothing but the note of almost unknown Arab scholars, 
writing nearly a thousand years after the time of Tatian, of a work 
which had no specific mark of authorship.

Another indication may be given, valuable in the almost 
complete absence of information regarding Tatian’s Diatessaron, 
which likewise opposes the identification of the Arabic Harmony 
with that work. Dean Burgon1 quotes an ancient Scholion 
which he met with while examining the Harleian manuscript 5,647 
(of Evan. 72, published by Wetstein), which states that, in Tatian’s 
Diatessaron, the verse of the fourth Gospel, “ And another took a 
spear and pierced his side, and there came out water and blood,” 
was inserted in Matt, xxvii. 48, and the writer adds that it is 
also introduced into the Evangelical History of Diodorus and 
divers other Holy Fathers, and “ this also Chrysostom says.” 
The only one of these assertions which can be tested now is that 
regarding Chrysostom, and it is found to be correct, for in 
Homily 88 the text occurs against a clear summary of v. 48. Now, 
this is not found either in the Codex Fu/densis or in the Arabic 
Diatessaron.

The doubts which exist as to the identification of these MSS. 
with the Diatessaron of Tatian are intensified when we consider

■ Last Twelve Verses o f  St. M ark, 1871, p. 316 f.
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the text of these works. If the identification were complete and 
decisive upon other grounds of evidence, it might lie unnecessary 
to enter upon this part of the subject, but the changes which have 
taken place in the centuries which have passed since the compila
tion of the Diatessaron are so indicative of the tendency to adjust 
facts to agreement with prevalent opinion that it is instructive to 
consider also this side of the case. In his work on the Diatessaron, 
Mr. Rendel Harris frankly says: “ From what has been said, it 
will be seen that, in describing the manuscripts from which 
Ciasca’s text is made, we have been careful to avoid the assumption 
that the text of the Arabic Harmony is necessarily and at all 
points identical with that of the Diatessaron of Tatian. For, 
even if we accept the Harmony as Tatian’s on the ground of its 
general agreements with the traditional Tatian, we are obliged to 
note in the manuscripts themselves a tendency to change in the 
most striking Tatian characteristics; and further, since the 
Harmony is substantially a New Testament manuscript, it is 
impossible that it could have remained in circulation without being 
affected by the same causes which were in operation to change the 
form of every successive recension of the New Testament into 
agreement with the latest recension of all.”' Harnack considers 
that the Syriac manuscript from which the Arabic translation was 
made contained an already manipulated Catholic Diatessaron* 
and elsewhere he says : “ In all cases where I have referred to the 
Arabic Harmony—that is to say, at the passages characteristic of 
the real Tatian—the characteristic had been removed and the 
commonplace substituted.” Resch, speaking of all these supposed 
representations of the Diatessaron, after pointing out the effect of 
the establishment of the canonical text, as the only authority, in 
producing a process of fundamental extirpation (griindlicher 
Ausrottungs process') of pre-canonical Gospel texts, says : “ In 
consequence of this, the Diatessaron belongs to the number of 
wholly lost writings. Neither Greek nor Syriac copies o f this 
oldest Gospel Harmony have been preserved,” and he only 
regards Ephrem, Aphraates, the Codex Fuldensis, and the Arabic 
Harmony as sources for a partial reconstruction. 3 Zahn’s opinion 
of the text is not a whit more favourable. It will be remembered 
that he said of the Latin Tatian that “ the translation, if we can so 
call it, has been made in such a way that the fragments from 
which the Syriac book was compiled were sought for in the Latin 
Bible in the version of Jerome, and transcribed from it. It is 
equally clear,” he continues, “ that either on the occasion of the

1 The Diatessaron o f Tatian , 1890, p. 9.
2 Gesch. d. aitchr. L it., 1893, *•> P- 495 -
3 Ausstrcan. parallcltcjctc zu d. E v .,  1893, P- h2  f-
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translation from Syriac into I^atin, or even previously in the Syriac 
text itself which the I^atinist had before him, the literary composi
tion of the Diatessaron had undergone a profound transformation. 
All this and much more,” he adds, “may also have occurred when 
the Diatessaron was translated into Arabic.”1

When we consider the slightness of the evidence upon which 
any identification of these works with the Diatessaron of Tatian 
rests, this final judgment on the transformation of the text itself 
forms a suitable illustration of the whole position of the question. 
If many are content to consider the identity of the works settled, 
at least it is pretty certain that, if Tatian himself were to-day to see 
his Diatessaron as it stands in Ciasca’s MS., he could not recognise 
his own work.

We have thought it desirable to state the case for Tatian’s 
Diatessaron with sufficient fulness, as interesting in itself 
and important for a just appreciation of the difficulties which 
surround i t ; but so far as our special investigation is concerned a 
final judgment is simple and conclusive. Even if it be accepted 
that, towards the last quarter of the second century, Tatian 
possessed and made use of our Gospels, the fact can only prove 
the existence of those writings, but adds nothing to our knowledge 
of their authors, and certainly does not in the least justify us in 
accepting them as adequate witnesses for miracles and the reality 
of Divine Revelation.

Dionysius of Corinth need not detain us long. Eusebius in
forms us that he was the author of seven Epistles addressed to 
various Christian communities, and also of a letter to Chrysophora, 
“ a most faithful sister.” Eusebius speaks of these writings as 
Catholic Epistles, and briefly characterises each ; but, with the 
exception of a few short fragments preserved by him, none of 
these fruits of the “ inspired industry ” (tvOtov cfriXarrovias) of 
Dionysius are now extant.3 These fragments are all from an 
Epistle said to have been addressed to Soter, Bishop of Rome, 
and give us a clue to the time at which they were written. The 
Bishopric of Soter is generally dated between a .d . 168-176,3 
during which years the Epistle must have been composed. It 
could not have been written, however, before Dionysius became 
Bishop of Corinth in a . d . 170,■* and it was probably written some 
years after.5

1 Gesch. des N . T. Kanons, 1891, ii., p. 533 f.
3 Eusebius, H. E . , iv. 23 ; H ieron ., De Vir. l it .,  27 ; G rebe, Spirit. Patr., 

ii., p. 217 f .; R outh, R eliq . Sacra, i., p. 180 ff.
3 Eusebius, in his Chronictm, sets it in A.i>. 171. 4 Eusebius, H . E . , iv. 19.
5 A nger places it between 17 3 -177 , Synops. Ev. Proleg., xxxii.; cf. C redner, 

Gesch. N . T. K an., p. 79. Jerom e states that Dionysius flourished under 
M. Aurel. Veras and L. Aurel. Commodus (De Vir. III., 27).
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No quotation from, or allusion to, any writing of the New 
Testament occurs in any of the fragments of the Epistles now 
extant; nor does Eusebius make mention of any such reference in 
the Epistles which have [rerished. As testimony for our Gospels, 
therefore, Dionysius is an absolute blank. Some expressions and 
statements, however, are put forward by apologists which we must 
examine. In the few lines which Tischendorf accords to 
Dionysius he refers to two of these. The first is an expression 
used, not by Dionysius himself, but by Eusebius, in speaking of 
the Epistles to the Churches at Amastris and at Pontus. Euse
bius says that Dionysius adds some “ expositions of Divine 
Scriptures” (ypa<f>a>v dtliuv «£tyy»;<r€is).' There can be no
doubt, we think, that this refers to the Old Testament only, and 
Tischendorf himself does not deny it.2

The second passage which Tischendorf5 points out, and which 
he claims with some other apologists as evidence of the actual 
existence of a New Testament Canon when Dionysius wrote, 
occurs in a fragment from the Epistle to Soter and the Romans 
which is preserved by Eusebius. It is as follows: “ For the 
brethren having requested me to write Epistles, I wrote them. 
And the Apostles of the devil have filled these with tares, both 
taking away parts and adding others; for whom the woe is 
destined. It is not surprising, then, if some have recklessly 
ventured to adulterate the Scriptures of the Lord (rwv xv/naiiw 
ypa<fMav) when they have formed designs against these which 
are not of such importance.”4 Regarding this passage, Dr. West- 
cott, with his usual boldness, says: “ It is evident that the 
‘ Scriptures of the Lord ’—the writings of the New Testament— 
were at this time collected, that they were distinguished from other 
books, that they were jealously guarded, that they had been 
corrupted for heretical purposes.”5 We have seen, howrever, that 
there has not been a trace of any New Testament Canon in the

1 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 23.
2 T ischendorf, IVann wurden, u .s .w . ,  p. 18 f .; V olkm ar, Der Ursprung, 

p. 38 ; Donaldson, Hist. Chr. L it. and D o.tr., iii., p. 217. D r. W estco tls  
opinion is shown by his not even referring to the expression.

5 IVann wurden, u. s. w., p. 18 f. 4 H . £ . ,  iv. 23.
5 On the Canon, p. 166. Dr. W estcott, in the  first instance, transla tes the 

expression, rSir rvpianiov ypatpU r : “ T he Scriptures of the New T estam en t."  
In  a note to his fourth edition, however, he ex p la in s : “ O f course, it is not 
affirmed that the collection here called a! evpiatcal y  p a p a l  was iden tica l with 
our ‘ New T estam ent,’ but simply that the phrase shows that a  collection  of 
writings belonging to the New Testam ent ex is te d ” (p. 188, n. 2). Such a 
translation, in such a w ork, assum ing, as it does, the whole question , and 
concealing what is doubtful, is m ost unw arrantable. T he fact is th a t no t only 
is there no m ention of the N ew  T estam ent a t a ll, but the words as l i ttle  neces
sarily imply a  “ co llection” o f w ritings as they do a  “ co llec tio n ”  o f  the 
E pistles of Dionysius.
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writings of the Fathers before and during this age, and it is not 
permissible to put such an interpretation upon the remark of 
Dionysius. Dr. Donaldson, with greater critical justice and 
reserve, remarks regarding the expression, “ Scriptures of the 
Lord ” : “ It is not easy to settle what this term means,” although 
he adds his own personal opinion, “ but most probably it refers to 
the Gospels as containing the sayings and doings of the Lord. It 
is not likely, as Lardner supposes, that such a term would be 
applied to the whole of the New Testament.”* The idea of our 
collected New Testament being referred to is of course quite un
tenable, and although it is open to argument that Dionysius may 
have referred to evangelical works, it is obvious that there are no 
means of proving the fact, and much less that he referred specially 
to our Gospels. In fact, the fragments of Dionysius present no 
evidence whatever of the existence of our Synoptics.

In order further to illustrate the inconclusiveness of the argu
ments based upon so vague an expression, we may add that it 
does not of necessity apply to any Gospels or works of Christian 
history at all, and may with perfect propriety have indicated the 
Scriptures of the Old Testament. We find Justin Martyr com
plaining in the same spirit as Dionysius, through several chapters, 
that the Old Testament Scriptures, and more especially those 
relating to the Ix>rd, had been adulterated, that parts had been 
taken away, and others added, with the intention of destroying or 
weakening their application to Christ.3 Justin’s argument through
out is, that the whole of the Old Testament Scriptures refer to 
Christ; and Tryphon, his antagonist, the representative of Jewish 
opinion, is made to avow that the Jews not only wait for Christ, 
but, he adds, “ We admit that all the Scriptures which you have 
cited refer to him.”3 Not only, therefore, were the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament closely connected with their Lord by the 
Fathers and, at the date of which we are treating, were the only 
“ Holy Scriptures ” recognised, but they made the same complaints 
which we meet with in Dionysius, that these Scriptures were 
adulterated by omissions and interpolations.4 The expression of 
Eusebius regarding “ expositions of Divine Scriptures ” (ypa<f>o>v 
Vuiov e£»jyijcrtis) added by Dionysius, which applied to the Old 
Testament, tends to connect the Old Testament also with this 
term, “ Scriptures of the Lord.”

If the term, “ Scriptures of the Ix>rd,” however, be referred to 
Gospels, the difficulty of using it as evidence continues undimin
ished. We have no indication of the particular evangelical works

' Hist. Chr. L it. and Doctr., iii., p. 217.
* Dial. c. Tryph. ,  lxx .-lxxv . 3 Dial. Ixxxix.
4 This charge is made w ith insistence throughout the Clementine Homilies.
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which were in the Bishop’s mind. We have seen that other 
Gospels were used by the Fathers, and in exclusive circulation 
amongst various communities; and even until much later times 
many works were regarded by them as divinely inspired which 
have no place in our Canon. The Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, for instance, was probably used by some at least of 
the Apostolic Fathers, by pseudo-Ignatius, Polycarp, Papias, 
Hegesippus, Justin Martyr, and at least employed along with our 
Gospels by Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Jerome.1 The 
fact that Serapion, in the third century, allowed the Gospel of 
Peter to be used in the church of Rhossus* shows at the same 
time the consideration in which it was held, and the incomplete
ness of the canonical position of the New Testament writings. 
So does the circumstance that in the fifth century Theodoret found 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews, or Tatian’s Gospel, widely 
circulated and held in honour amongst orthodox churches in his 
diocese.3 The Shepherd of Hermas, which was read in the churches 
and nearly secured a permanent place in the Canon, was quoted 
as inspired by Irenseus.4 The Epistle of Barnabas was held in 
similar honour, and quoted as inspired by Clement of Alexandria5 
and by Origen,6 as was likewise the Epistle of the Roman Clement. 
The Apocalypse of Peter was included by Clement of Alexandria 
in his account of the canonical Scriptures and those which are 
disputed, such as the Epistle of Jude and the other Catholic 
Epistles,? and it stands side by side with the Apocalypse of John 
in the Canon of Muratori, being long after publicly read in the 
churches of Palestine.8 Tischendorf, indeed, conjectures that a 
blank in the Codex Sinaiticus, after the New Testament, was 
formerly filled by it. Justin, Clement of Alexandria, and
I^actantius quote the Sibylline books as the Word of God, 
and pay similar honour to the Book of Hystaspes.» So great 
indeed was the consideration and use of the Sibylline Books in 
the Church of the second and third centuries that Christians from 
that fact were nicknamed Sibyllists.10 It is unnecessary to multiply, 
as might so easily be done, these illustrations ; it is sufficiently well

1 Cf. p. 263 f. 2 Eusebius, H. E ., vi. 12.
3 T heodoret, H ,r r .  Fab., i. 2 0 ; cf. ii. 2 ; cf. E p iph ., H itr., xlvi. I.
4 Adv. H<er., iv. 20, § 2 ;  Eusebius, H . E ., v. 8 ; cf. iii. 3.
5 Strom., ii. 8, iv. 17. 9 Philoeal., j8.
7 Eusebius, H. E .,  vi. 14 8 Sozom, H . E .,  vii. 19.
9 Justin , Apol., i. 20, 44 ; Clem. A l., Strom., vi. 5, §§ 42, 43 ; Lnctantius, 

Jnsttt. D iv ., i. 6, 7, vii. 15, 19. Clem ent o f A lexandria quotes w ith perfect 
faith and seriousness some apocryphal book, in which, he says, the  Apostle 
Paul recommends the H ellenic books, the Sibyl and the books of H ystaspes, as 
giving notably clear prophetic descriptions of the  Son of God {Strom., vi. 5, 
S 42. 4 3 )-

10 O rigen, Contra Cels., v. 6 ; cf. vii. 53.
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known that a number of Gospels and similar works, which have been 
excluded from the Canon, were held in deepest veneration by the 
Church in the second century, to which the words of Dionysius 
may apply. So vague and indefinite an expression, at any rate, is 
useless as evidence for the existence of our canonical Gospels.

Dr. Westcott’s deduction from the words of Dionysius, that not 
only were the writings of the New Testament already collected, 
but that they were “ jealously guarded,” is imaginative indeed. It 
is much and devoutly to be wished that they had been as care
fully guarded as he supposes; but it is well known that this was 
not the case, and that numerous interpolations have been intro
duced into the text. The whole history of the Canon and of 
Christian literature in the second and third centuries displays the 
most deplorable carelessness and want of critical judgment on 
the part of the Fathers. Whatever was considered as conducive 
to Christian edification was blindly adopted by them, and a 
number of works were launched into circulation and falsely 
ascribed to Apostles and others likely to secure for them greater 
consideration. Such pious fraud was rarely suspected, still more 
rarely detected in the early ages of Christianity, and several of 
such pseudographs have secured a place in our New Testament. 
The words of Dionysius need not receive any wider signification 
than a reference to well-known Epistles. It is clear from the 
words attributed to the Apostle Paul, in 2 Thess. ii. 2, iii. 17, that 
his Epistles were falsified and, setting aside some of those which 
bear his name in our Canon, spurious Epistles were long ascribed 
to him, such as the Epistle to the Laodiceans and a third Epistle 
to the Corinthians. We need not do more than allude to the 
second Epistle falsely bearing the name of Clement of Rome, as 
well as the Clementine Homilies and Recognitions, the Apostolical 
Constitutions, and the spurious letters of Ignatius, the letters and 
legend of Abgarus quoted by Eusebius, and the Epistles of Paul 
and Seneca, in addition to others already pointed out, as instances 
of the wholesale falsification of that period, many of which gross 
forgeries were at once accepted as genuine by the Fathers, so 
slight was their critical faculty and so ready their credulity.1 In 
one case the Church punished the author who, from mistaken zeal 
for the honour of the Apostle Paul, fabricated the Acta Pauli et 
Theda in his name,3 but the forged production was not the less 
made use of in the Church. There was, therefore, no lack of 
falsification and adulteration of works of Apostles and others of 
greater note than himself to warrant the remark of Dionysius,

' The Epistle of Jude quotes as genuine the Assumption of Moses, and also 
the Book of Enoch; and the defence of the authenticity of the latter by Tertullian 
(<& Cultu fcm ., i. 3) will not be forgotten. 3 Tertullian, Dc Baptismo, 17.

2 C
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without any forced application of it to our Gospels or to a New 
Testament Canon, the existence of which there is nothing to 
substantiate, but, on the contrary, every reason to discredit.

Before leaving this passage we may add that, although even 
Tischendorf does not, Dr. Westcott does find in it references to our 
first Synoptic and to the Apocalypse. “ The short fragment just 
quoted,” he says, “ contains two obvious allusions, one to the Gospel 
of St. Matthew and one to the Apocalypse.”1 The words, “ the 
Apostles of the devil have filled these with tares,” are, he supposes, 
an allusion to Matt. xiii. 24 ff. But even if the expression were 
an echo of the Parable of the Wheat and Tares, it is not permis
sible to refer it in this arbitrary way to our first Gospel, to the 
exclusion of the numerous other works which existed, many of 
which doubtless contained it. Obviously the words have no 
evidential value.

Continuing his previous assertions, however, Dr. Westcott 
affirms with equal boldness : “ The allusion in the last clause ”— 
to the “ Scriptures of the Lord ”— “ will be clear w hen it is 
remembered that Dionysius ‘ warred against the heresy of 
Marcion and defended the rule of truth ’ ” (irapurraa-Oai navovi 
d\.).a Tischendorf, who is ready enough to strain every expres
sion into evidence, recognises too well that this is not capable of 
such an interpretation. Dr. Westcott omits to mention that the 
words, moreover, are not used by Dionysius at all, but simply 
proceed from Eusebius.* Dr. Donaldson distinctly states the fact 
that “ there is no reference to the Bible in the words of Eusebius : 
he defends the rule of the truth ”« (nj> njs <£Arjdtias Trapurrarai 
Kav6vi).

There is only one other point to mention. Dr. Westcott refers 
to the passage in the Epistle of Dionysius, which has already been 
quoted in this work, regarding the reading of Christian writings 
in churches. “ To-day,” he writes to Soter, “ we have kept the 
Lord’s holy day, in which we have read your Epistle, from the 
reading of which we shall ever derive admonition, as we do from 
the former one written to us by Clement.”* It is evident that 
there was no idea, in selecting the works to be read at the weekly 
assembly of Christians, of any Canon of a New Testament. We 
here learn that the Epistles of Clement and of Soter were habitually 
read; and, while we hear of this and of the similar reading of 
Justin’s Memoirs of the Apostles,6 of the Shepherd of Hermas,? of 
the Apocalypse of Peter,8 and other apocryphal works, we do not 
at the same time hear of the public reading of our Gospels.

' On the Canon, p . 167. 2 Lb., p . 166 f. 5 H. £ .,  iv . 2 3 .
4 Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., i i i . ,  p .  217  f. 5 E u s e b . , H. £ .,  iv . 23 .
6 J u s t in ,  A pot., i. 6 7 . 1 E u s e b .,  H. £ . ,  iii. 3 ;  H ic r o n . ,  De Vir. HI., 10.
“ S o z o m .,  H. £ .,  v ii. 9 .
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CHAPTER IX.

MEUTO OF SARDIS— CLAUDIUS APOLLINARIS— ATHENAGORAS—  

THE EPISTLE OF VIENNE AND LYONS

We might altogether have passed over Melito, Bishop of Sardis, 
in Lydia, had it not been for the use of certain fragments of 
his writings made by Dr. Westcott. Melito, naturally, is not cited 
by Tischendorf at all, but the English apologist, with greater zeal, 
we think, than critical discretion, forces him into service as 
evidence for the Gospels and a New Testament Canon. The date 
of Melito, it is generally agreed, falls after a .d . i 76, a phrase in 
his apology presented to Marcus Antoninus preserved in Eusebius' 
Omta ro v  iratSos) indicating that Commodus had already been 
admitted to a share of the Government.

Dr. Westcott affirms that, in a fragment preserved by Eusebius, 
Melito speaks of the books of the New Testament in a collected 
form. He says : “ The words of Melito on the other hand are 
simple and casual, and yet their meaning can scarcely be mis
taken. He writes to Onesimus, a fellow-Christian, who had urged 
him ‘ to make selections for him from the Law and the Prophets 
concerning the Saviour and the faith generally, and furthermore 
desired to learn the accurate account of the Old (jraAauuv) 
Books ’ : ‘ having gone therefore to the East,’ Melito says, ‘ and 
reached the spot where [each thing] was preached and done, and 
having learned accurately the Books of the Old Testament, I have 
sent a list of them.’ The mention of ‘ the Old Books ’—‘ the 
Books of the Old Testament,’ naturally implies a definite New 
Testament, a written antitype to the O ld; and the form of 
language implies a familiar recognition of its contents.”’ This is 
truly astonishing ! The “ form of language ” can only refer to the 
words, “ concerning the Saviour and the faith generally,” which 
must have an amazing fulness of meaning to convey to Dr. West
cott the implication of a “ familiar recognition ” of the contents of 
a supposed already collected New Testament, seeing that a simple 
Christian, not to say a Bishop, might at least know of a Saviour 
and the faith generally from the oral preaching of the Gospel, from

' H. E .,  iv. 26.
1 On the Canon, p. 193. (In the fourth edition Dr. Westcott omits the last 

phrase, making a full stop at “ Old,” p. 218.)
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a single Epistle of Paul, or from any of the troAAot of Luke. This 
reasoning forms a worthy pendant to his argument, that because 
Melito speaks of the books of the Old Testament he implies the 
existence of a definite collected New Testament. Such an asser
tion is calculated to mislead a large class of readers.1

The fragment of Melito is as follows: “ Melito to his brother 
Onesimus, greeting. As thou hast frequently desired in thy 
zeal for the word (koyov) to have extracts made for thee, 
both from the law and the prophets concerning the Saviour and 
our whole faith ; nay, more, hast wished to learn the exact state
ment of the old books (rakaKov /Jt/JAtW), how many they are 
and what is their order, I have earnestly endeavoured to accom
plish this, knowing thy zeal concerning the faith, and thy desire 
to be informed concerning the word (koyov), and especially 
that thou preferrest these matters to all others from love towards 
God, striving to gain eternal salvation. Having, therefore, gone 
to the East, and reached the place where this was preached and 
done, and having accurately ascertained the books of the Old 
Testament (ra tt}s  jraAaias SuidrjKrjs fl+jikla), I have, subjoined, 
sent a list of them unto thee, of which these are the names ”— 
then follows a list of the books of the Old Testament, omitting, 
however, Esther. He then concludes with the words : “ Of these 
I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.”2

Dr. Westcott’s assertion that the expression, “ Old Books,” 
“ Books of the Old Testament,” involves here by antithesis a 
definite written New Testament, requires us to say a few words 
as to the name of “ Testament ” as applied to both divisions of the 
Bible. It is of course well known that this word came into use 
originally from the translation of the Hebrew word “ covenant,” 
or compact made between God and the Israelites,3 in the 
Septuagint version, by the Greek word AtaOiiKr/, which in a legal 
sense also means a will or testament/ and that word is adopted 
throughout the New Testament.5 The Vulgate translation, 
instead of retaining the original Hebrew signification, translated

1 It must be said, however, that Dr. Westcolt merely follows and exaggerates 
Lardner here, who says: “ From this passage I would conclude that there 
was then also a volume or collection of books called the New Testament, 
containing the writings of Apostles and Apostolical men ; but we cannot from 
hence infer the names or the exact number of those books” (Credibility, etc., 
W orts, ii., p. 148).

2 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 26. 3 Cf. Exod. xxiv. 7.
4 The legal sense of JioStJatt) as a Will or Testament is distinctly intended in

Heb. ix. 10. “ For where a Testament (JiaSiJxj;) is, there must also of necessity
be the death of the testator ” (biadt^itvov). The same word JuUhi«nj is employed 
throughout the whole passage (Heb. ix. 15-23).

5 2 Cor. iii. 14; Heb. viii. 6-13, xii. 24 ; Rom. ix. 4, xi. 26-28 ; Gal. iii. 
14-17 ; Ephes. ii. 12, etc.
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the word in the Gospels and Epistles, “ Tcstamentum” and ■>) 
jruAuia SutthjKT] became “ Vetus Tcstamentum,” instead of “ Fetus 
Fcedus" and whenever the word occurs in the English version 
it is almost invariably rendered “ Testament” instead of covenant. 
The expression “ Book of the Covenant,” or “ Testament,”
■ri/s SiaOrjKTjs, frequently occurs in the LXX version of the Old 
Testament and its Apocrypha and in Jeremiah xxxi. 31-342 the 
prophet speaks of making a “ new covenant ” (raiw) SiaOr/Kij) 
with the house of Israel, which is indeed quoted in Hebrews viii. 8. 
It is the doctrinal idea of the new covenant, through Christ con
firming the former one made to the Israelites, which has led to the 
distinction of the Old and New Testaments. Generally the Old 
Testament was, in the first ages of Christianity, indicated by the 
simple expressions, “ The Books ” (ra fJiftkla), “ Holy Scriptures ” 
(Upa ypafifmra,3 or y patfxil d y ia i ) ,4  or “ The Scriptures ” ( a t  
ypa(f>at) ;5 but the preparation for the distinction of “ Old 
Testament ” began very early in the development of the doc
trinal idea of the New Testament of Christ, before there was 
any part of the New testament books written at all. The 
expression “ New Testament,” derived thus antithetically from 
the “ Old Testament,” occurs constantly throughout the second 
part of the Bible. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, viii. 6-13, the 
Mosaic dispensation is contrasted with the Christian, and Jesus is 
called the Mediator of a better Testament (Sia&jtoj).6 The first 
Testament, not being faultless, is replaced by the second, and the 
writer quotes the passage from Jeremiah to which we have referred 
regarding a New Testament, winding up his argument with the 
words, v. 13 : “ In that he saith a new (Testament) he hath made 
the first old.” Again, in our first Gospel, during the Last Supper, 
Jesus is represented as saying : “ This is my blood of the New 
Testament ” (rijs /cam/s Sia&rjKrjij•? and in Luke he says: 
“ This cup is the New Testament (»j xaivt) S w f t jV i j )  in my blood.”8 
There is, therefore, a very distinct reference made to the two 
Testaments as “ New” and “ Old,” and in speaking of the books of 
the law  and the Prophets as the “ Old Books ” and “ Books of the 
Old 'Testament,” after the general acceptance of the Gospel of 
Jesus as the New Testament or Covenant, there was no anti
thetical implication of a written New Testament, but a mere 
reference to the doctrinal idea. We might multiply illustrations 
showing how ever-present to the mind of the early Church was the

1 Cf. Exod. xxiv. 7 ; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 30 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 2 ; 1 Maccab. i. 57 ; 
Sirach, xxiv. 23, etc.

1 I n  th e  S e p tu a g in t  v e r s io n ,  x x x v iii.  3 1 -3 4 .
3 2 Tim. iii. 15. * Rom. i. 2. 5 Matt. xxii. 29.
6 Cf. ix. 15, xii. 24. i Matt. xxvi. 28. 8 Luke xxii. 20.
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contrast of the Mosaic and Christian Covenants as Old and New. 
Two more we may venture to point out. In Romans ix. 4 and 
Gal. iv. 24 the two Testaments or Covenants (al 8vo Siadr/nai), 
typified by Sinai and the heavenly Jerusalem, are discussed, and 
the superiority of the latter asserted. There is, however, a 
passage still more clear and decisive. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 
iii. 6 : “ Who also (God) made us sufficient to be ministers of the 
New Testament (xatW/s' Siadr/Kijs), not of the letter, but of the 
spirit ’’ (oil ypafifuiTos aAAa irvcu/iaros). Why does not Dr. 
Westcott boldly claim this as evidence of a definite written New 
Testament, when not only is there reference to the name, but a 
distinction drawn between the letter and the spirit of it, from which 
an apologist might make a telling argument ? But, proceeding to 
contrast the glory of the New with the Old dispensation, the 
Apostle, in reference to the veil with which Moses covered his 
face, says : “ But their understandings were hardened : for until 
this very day remaineth the same veil in the reading of the Old 
Testament ” (eirl rg  avayviotrti njs jraAaias SiaOrjKrfi) ;* and as 
if to make the matter still clearer he repeats in the next verse: 
“ But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil lieth upon 
their heart.” Now, here the actual reading of the Old Testament 
(iraAaias Siaft/io;?) is distinctly mentioned, and the expression, 
quite as aptly as that of Melito, “ implies a definite New 
Testament, a written antitype to the Old but even Dr. Westcott 
would not dare to suggest that, when the second Epistle to the 
Corinthians was composed, there was a “ definite written New 
Testament ” in existence. This conclusively shows that the whole 
argument from Melito’s mention of the books of the Old
Testament is absolutely groundless.

On the contrary, the first general designation for the two 
portions of the New Testament collection was “ The G ospel” 
(ivayykXiov, evayyeX ckov, €vayytXu<d.) and “  The Apostle ”
(dir<xrroA.os, dircxTToXiKoi’, dirotrroXiKa), in contrast with the
two divisions of the Old Testament, the Law and the 
Prophets (o vopos, ol npo^r/Tai) ;a and the name New
Testament occurs for the very first time in the third century, when 
Tertullian called the collection of Christian Scriptures Novum

‘ V e rs e  14.
’ Cf. Iremeus, Aitv. H a r .,  i. 3, § 6 ; Clemens Al., S trom ., v. 5, § 31 ; 

Tertullian, D e Prcescr., 36; A dv. jMare., iv. 2, Apo/og., 18; Origen, Horn. 
xix. in Jerem . iii., p. 364. The Canon of Muratori says that the Pastor of 
Hermas can neither be classed “ in ter  Prophetas negue in ter  Apostolos." In a 
translation of the C/avis, a spurious work attributed to Melito himself—and 
Dr. Westcott admits it to be spurious (p. 198, note 1)—the Gospels are referred 
to simply by the formula “ »» evange/io,” and the Epistles generally “  in  
apostolo.
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Inslrumentum and Novum Testamentum.' The term ij mm) 
ouith'iKii is not, so far as we are aware, applied in the Greek to 
the “ New Testament ” Scriptures in any earlier work than Origen’s 
De Principiis, iv. 1. It was only in the second half of the third 
century that the double designation rb tva.yyiX.iov kcit 6  dirotrroXos 
was generally abandoned.

As to the evidence for a New Testament Canon, which Dr. 
Westcott supposes he gains by his unfounded inference from 
Melito’s expression, we may judge of its value from the fact that 
he himself, like Lardner, admits : “ But there is little evidence in 
the fragment of Melito to show what writings he would have in
cluded in the new collection.”3 Little evidence ? There is none 
at all.

There is, however, one singular and instructive point in this 
fragment to which Dr. Westcott does not in any way refer, but 
which well merits attention as illustrating the state of religious 
knowledge at that time and, by analogy, giving a glimpse of the 
difficulties which beset early Christian literature. We are told by 
Melito that Onesimus had frequently urged him to give him exact 
information as to the number and order of the books of the Old 
Testament, and to have extracts made for him from them con
cerning the Saviour and the faith. Now, it is apparent that Melito, 
though a Bishop, was not able to give the desired information 
regarding the number and order of the books of the Old 
Testament himself, but that he had to make a journey to collect 
it. If this was the extent of knowledge possessed by the Bishop 
of Sardis of what was to the Fathers the only Holy Scripture, how 
ignorant his flock must have been, and how unfitted, both, to form 
any critical judgment as to the connection of Christianity with the 
Mosaic dispensation. The formation of a Christian Canon at a 
period when such ignorance was not only possible but generally- 
prevailed, and when the zeal of believers led to the composition of 
such a mass of pseudonymic and other literature, in which every 
consideration of correctness and truth was subordinated to a 
childish desire for edification, must have been slow indeed and 
uncertain ; and in such an age fortuitous circumstances must have 
mainly led to the canonisation or actual loss of many a work. So 
far from affording any evidence of the existence of a New 
Testament Canon, the fragment of Melito only shows the igno
rance of the Bishop of Sardis as to the Canon even of the Old 
Testament.

We have not yet finished with Melito in connection with Dr.

' Adv. Prax., 15, 20; Adv. Marc., iv. I. He says in the latter place 
“ instrument," referring to Old and New Testaments, “ vet, quod magis usui 
est die ere, testaments. ”

3 On the Canon, p. 194.
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YVestcott, however, and it is necessary to follow him further in 
order fully to appreciate the nature of the evidence for the New  
Testament Canon, which, in default of better, he is obliged to 
offer. Eusebius gives a list of the works of Melito which have 
come to his knowledge, and, in addition to the fragment already 
quoted, he extracts a brief passage from Melito’s work on the 
Passover, and some much longer quotations from his Apology, to 
which we have in passing referred.’ With these exceptions, none 
of Melito’s writings are now extant. Dr. Cureton, however, has 
published a Syriac version, with translation, of a so-called Oration 
of Meliton, the Philosopher, who was in the Presence of Antoninus 
Ccesar, together with five other fragments attributed to Melito.1 
With regard to this Syriac Oration, Dr. Westcott says : “ Though, 
if it be entire, it is not the Apology with which Eusebius was 
acquainted, the general character of the writing leads to the belief 
that it is a genuine book of Melito of Sardis ”p  and he proceeds 
to treat it as authentic. In the first place, we have so little of 
Melito’s genuine compositions extant that it is hazardous indeed 
to draw any positive deduction from the “ character of the writing.” 
Cureton, Bunsen, and others, maintain that this Apology is not a 
fragment; and it cannot be the work mentioned by Eusebius, for 
it does not contain the quotations from the authentic Orations 
which he has preserved, and which are considerable. It is, how
ever, clear, from the substance of the composition, that it cannot 
have been spoken before the Emperor ; and, moreover, it has in 
no way the character of an “ apology,” for there is not a single 
word in it about cither Christianity or Christians. There is every 
reason to believe that it is not a genuine work of Melito. There 
is no ground for supposing that he wrote two Apologies, nor 
is this ascribed to him upon any other ground than the 
inscription of an unknown Syriac writer. This, however, is not 
the only spurious work attributed to Melito. Of this work Dr. 
Westcott says : “ Like other Apologies, this oration contains only 
indirect references to the Christian Scriptures. The allusions in 
it to the Gospels are extremely rare, and, except so far as they show 
the influence of St. John’s writings, of no special interest.”* It 
would have been more correct to have said that there are no 
allusions in it to the Gospels at all.

Dr. Westcott is somewhat enthusiastic in speaking of Melito 
and his literary activity as evinced in the titles of his works 
recorded by Eusebius, and he quotes a fragment, said to be from

1 Euseb., H. E ., iv. 26.
3 Spicilegium Syriaatm, 1855, pp. 41-56; Pitra, Spirit. Solesm., 1855, ii. 

Proleg., xxxviii. f.
3 On the Canon, p. 194. * lb ., p. 194.
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a treatise, On Faith, amongst these Syriac remains, and which he 
considers to be “ a very striking expansion of the early historic 
creed of the Church.”' As usual, we shall give the entire frag
ment :—

“ Wehave made collections from the Law and the Prophets relative to those 
things which have been declared respecting our Lord Jesus Christ, that we 
may prove to your love that he is perfect Reason, the Word of God ; who was 
begotten before the ligh t; who was Creator together with the Father ; who 
was the Fashioner of man ; who was all in a l l ; who among the Patriarchs was 
Patriarch; who in the Law was the L aw ; among the Priests chief Priest; 
among Kings Governor ; among the Prophets the Prophet; among the Angels 
Archangel ; in the voice the Word ; among Spirits Spirit ; in the Father the 
Son; in God the King for ever and ever. For this was he who was Pilot 
to Noah ; who conducted Abraham ; who was bound with Isaac ; who was in 
exile with Jacob ; who was sold with Joseph ; who was captain with Moses ; 
who was the Divider of the inheritance with Jesus the son of Nun ; who in 
David and the Prophets foretold his own sufferings ; who was incarnate in the 
Virgin ; who was born at Bethlehem ; who was wrapped in swaddling clothes 
in the manger ; who was seen of shepherds ; who was glorified of angels ; who 
was worshipped by the M agi; who was pointed out by John ; who assembled 
the Apostles ; who preached the kingdom ; who healed the maimed ; who gave 
light to the blind : who raised the dead ; who appeared in the Temple ; who 
was not believed by the people ; who was betrayed by Judas ; who was laid 
hold of by the priests; who was condemned by Pilate ; who was pierced in 
the flesh ; who was hanged upon the tree ; who was buried in the earth ; who 
rose from the dead ; who appeared to the Apostles ; who ascended to heaven j 
who sitteth on the right hand of the Father ; who is the Rest of those who are 
departed ; the Recoverer of those who are lo st; the Light of those who are in 
darkness j the Deliverer of those who are captives ; the Finder of those who 
have gone astray ; the Refuge of the afflicted ; the Bridegroom of the Church ; 
the Charioteer of the Cherubim ; the Captain of the Angels ; God who is of 
God ; the Son who is of the Father ; Jesus Christ, the King for ever and ever. 
Amen.”’

Dr. Westcott commences his commentary upon this passage 
with the remark: “ No writer could state the fundamental truths 
of Christianity more unhesitatingly, or quote the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments with more perfect confidence.”3 We 
need not do more than remark that there is not a single quotation 
in the fragment, and that there is not a single one of the references 
to Gospel history or to ecclesiastical dogmas which might not 
have been derived from the Epistles of Paul, from any of the 
forms of the Gospel according to the Hebrews, the Protevangelium 
of James, or from many other apocryphal Gospels, or the oral 
teaching of the Church. It is singular, however, that the only 
hint which Dr. Westcott gives of the more than doubtful authen
ticity of this fragment consists of the introductory remark, after

' On the Canon, p. 196.
* Cureton, Spirit. Syriacum, p. 53 f. ; Pitra, Spirit. So/eim., ii. Proleg. lix. 

f.; Westcott, On the Canon, p. 196?.
3 On the Canon, p. 197.
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alluding to the titles of his genuine and supposititious writings: 
“ Of these multifarious writings very few fragments remain in the 
original Greek, but the general tone of them is so decided in its 
theological character as to go far to establish the genuineness of 
those which are preserved in the Syriac translation.”’

Now, the fragment On Faith which has just been quoted is one 
of the five Syriac pieces of Dr. Cureton to which we have referred, 
and which even apologists agree “cannot be regarded as genuine.”3 
It is well known that there were other writers in the early Church 
bearing the names of Melito and Miletius or Meletius, which were 
frequently confounded. Of these five Syriac fragments one bears 
the superscription, “ Of Meliton, Bishop of the city of Attica,” 
and another, “Of the holy Meliton, Bishop of Utica”; and Cureton 
himself evidently leant to the opinion that they are not by our 
Melito, but by a Meletius or Melitius, Bishop of Sebastopolis in 
Pontus.J The third fragment is said to be taken from a discourse, 
On the Cross, which was unknown to Eusebius, and from its 
doctrinal peculiarities was probably written after his time.4 Another 
fragment purports to be from a work on the Soul and B ody; and 
the last one from the treatise On Faith, which we are discussing. 
The last two works are mentioned by Eusebius, but these frag
ments, besides coming in such suspicious company, must for other 
reasons be pronounced spurious.5 They have in fact no attesta
tion whatever except that of the Syriac translator, who is unknown, 
and which therefore is worthless; and, on the other hand, the 
whole style and thought of the fragments are unlike anything else 
of Melito’s time, and clearly indicate a later stage of theological 
development.6 Moreover, in the Mechitarist Library at Venice 
there is a shorter version of the same passage in a Syriac MS., 
and an Armenian version of the extract as given above, with some 
variation of the opening lines, in both of which the passage is 
distinctly ascribed to Irenaeus.7 Besides the Oration and the five 
Syriac fragments, there are two other works extant falsely attributed 
to Melito, one, De Transitu Virginis Maria, describing the 
miraculous presence of the Apostles at the death of Mary ;8 and 
the other, De Actihus Joannis Apostoli, relates the history of 
miracles performed by the Apostle John. Both are universally 
admitted to be spurious, as are a few other fragments also bearing

1 On the Canon, p. 196.
3 Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 236 ; cf. Sanday, Gospels

in Set. Cent., p. 245. 3 Spicil. Syriac., p. 96 f.
4 Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 237.
5 Ih ., iii., p. 227. 6 Lb., iii., p. 236.
7 They are given by Pitra, Spicil. Solesm. , i., p. 3 f.
8 It is worthy of remark that the Virgin is introduced into all these fragments 

in a manner quite foreign to the period at which Melito lived.
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his name. Melito did not escape from the falsification to which 
many of his more distinguished predecessors and contemporaries 
were victims, through the literary activity and unscrupulous 
religious zeal of the first three or four centuries of our era.

Very little is known regarding Claudius Apollinaris, to whom 
we must now for a moment turn. Eusebius informs us that he 
was Bishop of Hierapolis,1 and in this he is supported by the 
fragment of a letter of Serapion, Bishop of Antioch, preserved to 
us by him, which refers to Apollinaris as the “ most blessed.”2 
Tischendorf, without any precise date, sets him down as contem
porary with Tatian and Theophilus (the latter of whom, he thinks, 
wrote his work addressed to Autolycus about a . d . i 80-181).3 
Eusebius* mentions that, like his somewhat earlier contemporary, 
Melito of Sardis, Apollinaris presented an “ Apology” to the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus, and he gives us further materials for a 
dates by stating that Claudius Apollinaris, probably in his Apology, 
refers to the miracle of the “ Thundering Legion,” which is said 
to have occurred during the war of Marcus Antoninus against the 
Marcomanni in a .d . 174.6 The date of his writings may, therefore, 
with moderation, be fixed between a .d . 177-180.

Eusebius and others mention various works composed by him,? 
none of which, however, are extant; and we have only to deal 
with two brief fragments in connection with the Paschal con
troversy, which are ascribed to Appollinaris in the Paschal 
Chronicle of Alexandria. This controversy as to the day upon 
which the Christian Passover should be celebrated broke out 
about a .d . 170, and long continued to divide the Church. In the 
preface to the Paschal Chronicle, a work of the seventh century, 
the unknown chronicler says : “ Now, even Apollinaris, the most 
holy Bishop of Hierapolis, in 'Asia, who lived near apostolic 
times, taught the like things in his work on the Passover, saying

' H. E ., iv. 21, 26. 2 lb ., v. 19.
3 Wann warden, u. s. w ., p. 16, anm. I.
* //. E ., iv. 26, 27 ; cf. Micron., De Vir. / // . ,  26.
5 Eusebius himself sets him dt>wn in his Chronicle as flourishing in the 

eleventh year of Marcus, or A.n. 171, a year later than he dates Melito.
6 Eusebius, H. E ., v. 5 ; Moshiem, Inst. Hist. Ecdes., book i., cent, ii., 

part. L, ch. L, § 9. Apollinaris states that, in consequence of this miracle, the 
Emperor had bestowed upon the Legion the name of the “ Thundering 
Legion.” We cannot here discuss this subject, but the whole story illustrates 
the rapidity with which a fiction is magnified into truth by religious zeal, 
and is surrounded by false circumstantial evidence. Cf. Tertullian, A pot. 5, 
ad Scafmlam, 4 ;  Dion Cassius, lib. 55; Scaliger, Animadv. in Euseb., 
P- 223 f-

’ Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 27 ; cf. 26, v. 19 ; Hieron., Vir. III., 26 ; Theodoret, 
Hxr. Fab., ii. 21, iii. 2 ;  Photius, Biblioth. Cod. 14.
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thus: ‘ There are some, however, who, through ignorance, raise 
contentions regarding these matters in a way which should be 
pardoned, for ignorance does not admit of accusation, but requires 
instruction. And they say that the Lord, together with his dis
ciples, ate the sheep (to wp6/3arov) on the 14th Nisan, but him
self suffered on the great day of unleavened bread. And they 
state (8i?7yoiWai) that Matthew says precisely what they have 
understood ; hence their understanding of it is at variance with 
the law, and, according to them, the Gospels seem to contradict 
each other.’ ”■ The last sentence is interpreted as pointing out 
that the first synoptic Gospel is supposed to be at variance with 
our fourth Gospel. This fragment is claimed by Tischendorf3 and 
others as evidence of the general acceptance, at that time, both 
of the Synoptics and the fourth Gospel. Dr. Westcott, with 
obvious exaggeration, says : “ The Gospels are evidently quoted as 
books certainly known and recognised; their authority is placed 
on the same footing as the Old Testament.” 3 The Gospels are 
referred to merely for the settlement of the historical fact as to the 
day on which the last Passover had been eaten, a narrative of 
which they contained.

There are, however, very grave reasons for doubting the 
authenticity of the two fragments ascribed to Apollinaris, and 
we must mention that these doubts are much less those of 
German critics, who either do not raise the question at all 
or hastily dispose of it, than doubts entertained by orthodox 
apologists, who see little ground for accepting them as genuine.4 
Eusebius, who gives a catalogue of the works of Apollinaris which 
had reached him,5 was evidently not acquainted with any writing of 
his on the Passover. It is argued, however, that “there is not any 
sufficient ground for doubting the genuineness of these fragments 
On Easter, in the fact that Eusebius mentions no such book by 
Apollinaris.”6 It is quite true that Eusebius does not pretend to 
give a complete list of these works, but merely says that there are 
many preserved by many, and that he mentions those with which 
he had met.? At the same time, entering with great interest, as

1 Priefat. Chron. Pasch. sive Alex. ed. Ducange, p. 6 ; Routh, Reliq. Sacr., 
i., p. 160.

* IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 18. 3 On lie  Canon, p. 199.
4 Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doetr., iii., p. 247 f. ; Lardner, Credi

bility, etc., Worts, 1788, ii.,p . 296 ; Tillemont, Mini. Hist. Eccles., ii., pt. iii., 
p. 91 ; cf. Neander, A'. G. 1842, i., p. 513, anm. I.

5 H. E ., iv. 27.
6 Westcott, On the Canon, p. 198, note 3 ; cf. Baur, Unters. ta n .  E w . ,  

p. 340 f. This is the only remark which Dr. Westcott makes as to any doubt 
of the authenticity of these fragments. Tischendorf does not mention a doubt 
at all.

1 H. E ., iv. 27.
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he does, into the Paschal controversy, and acquainted with the 
principal writings on the subject,1 it would indeed have been 
strange had he not met with the treatise itself, or at least with 
some notice of it in the works of others. Eusebius gives an 
account of the writings of Melito and Apollinaris together. He 
was acquainted with the work of Melito on the Passover, and 
quotes it,3 and it is extremely improbable that he could have been 
ignorant of a treatise by his distinguished contemporary on the same 
subject had he actually written one. Not only, however, does 
Eusebius seem to know nothing of his having composed such a 
work, but neither do Theodore t,a Jerome,* nor Photius,5 who refer 
to his writings, mention i t ; and we cannot suppose that it was 
referred to in the lost works of Irenaeus or Clement of Alexandria 
on the Passover. Eusebius, who quotes from them,6 would in 
that case have probably mentioned the fact, as he does the 
statement by Clement regarding Melito’s work, or at least would 
have been aware of the existence of such a writing, and alluded to 
it when spx-aking of the works of Apollinaris.

This silence is equally significant whether we regard Apollinaris 
as a Quartodeciman or as a supporter of the views of Victor and 
the Church of Rome. On the one hand, Eusebius states that 
“all the churches of Asia”? kept the r4th Nisan, and it is difficult 
to believe that, had Apollinaris differed from this practice and, 
more especially, had he written against it, the name of so eminent 
an exception would not have been mentioned. The views of the 
Bishop of Hierajrolis, as a prominent representative of the Asiatic 
Church, must have been quoted in many controversial works on 
the subject, and even if the writing itself had not come into their 
hands, Eusebius and others could scarcely fail to become indirectly 
acquainted with it. On the other hand, supposing Apollinaris to 
have been a Quartodeciman, whilst the ignorance of Eusebius and 
others regarding any contribution by him to the discussion is 
scarcely less remarkable, it is still more surprising that no allusion 
is made to him by Polycrates8 when he names so many less 
distinguished men of Asia, then deceased, who kept the 14th 
Nisan, such as Thaseas of Eumenia, Sagoris of Laodicea, Papirius 
of Sardis, and the seven Bishops of his kindred, not to mention 
Polycarp of Smyrna and the Apostles Philip and John. He also 
cites Melito of Sardis : why does he not refer to Apollinaris of 
Hierapolis ? If it be argued that he was still living, then why 
does Eusebius not mention him amongst those who protested 
against the measures of Victor of Rome ?»

1 Eusebius, H. E ., v. 23, 24.
3 Httret. Fab., ii. 21, iii. 2. 
s Biblioth. Cod., 14.
7 lb., v. 23. 8 lb ., v. 24.

3 lb . , iv. 26.
• Vir. III. 26.
6 H. E ., v. 24, iv. 26; cf. vi. 13. 
3 lb ., v., 23, 24.
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There has been much discussion as to the view taken 
by the writer of these fragments, Hilgenfeld and others* 
maintaining that he is opposed to the Quartodeciman party. Into 
this it is not necessary for us to enter, as our contention simply 
is that in no case can the authenticity of the fragments be 
established. Supposing them, however, to be directed against 
those who kept the 14th Nisan, how can it be credited that this 
isolated convert to the views of Victor and the Roman Church 
could write of so vast and distinguished a majority of the Churches 
of Asia, including Polycarp and Melito, as “ some who through 
ignorance raised contentions” on the point, when they really 
raised no new contention at all, but, as Polycrates represented, 
followed the tradition handed down to them from their fathers, 
and authorised by the practice of the Apostle John himself!

None of his contemporaries nor writers about his own time 
seem to have known that Apollinaris wrote any work from which 
these fragments can have been taken, and there is absolutely no 
independent evidence that he ever took any part in the Paschal con
troversy at all. The only ground we have for attributing these 
fragments to him is the preface to the Paschal Chronicle of 
Alexandria, written by an unknown author of the seventh century 
some five hundred years after the time of Apollinaris, whose 
testimony has rightly been described as “ worth almost nothing.”2 
Most certainly many passages preserved by him are inauthentic, 
and generally allowed to be so. 3 The two fragments have by 
some been conjecturally ascribed to Pierius of Alexandria, a wrriter 
of the third century, who composed a work on Easter; but there 
is no evidence on the point. In any case, there is such 
exceedingly slight reason for attributing these fragments to 
Claudius Apollinaris, and so many strong grounds for believing 
that he cannot have written them, that they have no material 
value as evidence for the antiquity of the Gospels.

We know little or nothing of Athenagoras. He is not 
mentioned by Eusebius, and our only information regarding him 
is derived from a fragment of Philip Sidetes, a writer of the fifth 
century, first published by Dodwell.4 Philip states that he was 
the first leader of the school of Alexandria during the time of 
Hadrian and Antoninus, to the latter of whom he addressed his

* Hilgenfeld, Der Paschastreit, i860, p. 255 f.; Baur, K .G ., i., p. 157; 
Davidson, h it. N. T . , ii., p. 406 f.

2 Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 247 ; Lardner, Credibility, 
etc., Works, ii., p. 296.

3 Dr. Donaldson rightly calls a fragment in the Chronicle ascribed to Melito, 
“ unquestionably spurious ” (Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 231).

4 Append, ad Diss. Iren., p. 488. The extract from Philip's H istory  is 
made by an unknown author.
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Apology; and he further says that Clement of Alexandria was his 
disciple, and that Pantaenus was the disciple of Clement. Part of 
this statement we know to be erroneous, and the Christian 
History of Philip, from which the fragment is taken, is very 
slightingly spoken of both by Socrates' and Photius.3 No 
reliance can be placed upon this information.

The only works ascribed to Athenagoras are an A pology- 
called an Embassy, irpto-fida—bearing the inscription : “ The 
Embassy of Athenagoras the Athenian, a philosopher and a 
Christian, concerning Christians, to the Emperors Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus and Lucius Aurelius Commodus, Armeniaci 
Sarmatici and, above all, philosophers” ; and further, a Treatise : 
On the Resurrection of the Dead. A quotation from the 
Apology by Methodius in his work on the Resurrection of the 
Body is preserved by Epiphanius5 and Photius,4 and this, the 
mention by Philip Sidetes, and the inscription by an unknown 
hand just quoted, are all the evidence we possess regarding the 
Apology. We have no evidence at all regarding the treatise on 
the Resurrection, beyond the inscription. The authenticity of 
neither therefore stands on very sure grounds. The address of 
the Apology and internal evidence furnished by it, into which we 
need not go, show that it could not have been written before a .d . 
176-177, the date assigned to it by most critics, although there 
are many reasons for dating it some years later.

In the six lines which Tischendorf devotes to Athenagoras, he 
says that the Apology contains “ several quotations from Matthew 
and Luke,”5 without, however, indicating them. In the very 
few sentences which Dr. Westcott vouchsafes to him, he says : 
“ Athenagoras quotes the words of our Lord as they stand in St. 
Matthew four times, and appears to allude to passages in St. Mark 
and St. John, but he nowhere mentions the name of an 
Evangelist.”6 Here the third Synoptic is not mentioned. In 
another place he says : “ Athenagoras at Athens and Theophilus 
at Antioch make use of the same books generally, and treat 
them with the same respect ”; and in a note : “ Athenagoras 
quotes the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. John.”? Here it will 
be observed that also the Gospel of Mark is quietly dropped out 
of sight, but still the positive manner in which it is asserted that 
Athenagoras quotes from “ the Gospel of St. Matthew,” without 
further explanation, is calculated to mislead. We shall refer to 
each of the supposed quotations.

Athenagoras not only does not mention any Gospel, but 
singularly enough he never once introduces the name of “ Christ ”

1 H. £ . ,  vii. 27. 3 B it/. Cod., xxxv., p. 21. 5 Hier., lxiv. 21.
4 Bib I. Cod., ccxxxiv., p. 908. 5 IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 19.
6 On the Canon, p. 103. 7 I t . , p. 304, and note 2.
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into the works ascribed to him, and all the “ words of the Lord ” 
referred to are introduced simply by the indefinite “ he says,” <£iyo-t, 
and without any indication whatever of a written source. The 
only exception to this is an occasion on which he puts into the 
mouth of “ the logos ” a saying which is not found in any of our 
Gospels. The first passage to which Dr. Westcott alludes is the 
following, which we contrast with the supposed parallel in the 
Gospel:—

Athbnagoras.
For we have learnt not only not 

to render a blow, nor to go to law 
(SutifftrOcu) with those who spoil and 
plunder us, but even to those who 
should strike (us) on one side of 
the forehead (sard rbpjrt)! rpoorjjXa- 
nifiwri) to offer for a blow the other 
side of the head also ; and to those 
who should take away (d^aipoivro) 
the coat, to give also (driSijdrai) the 
cloak besides,1 i

It is scarcely possible to imagine a greater difference in language 
conveying a similar idea than that which exists between Athena- 
goras and the first Gospel, and the parallel passage in Luke is in 
many respects still more distant. No echo of the words in 
Matthew has lingered in the ear of the writer, for he employs 
utterly different phraseology throughout, and nothing can be more 
certain than the fact that there is not a linguistic trace in it of 
acquaintance with our Synoptics.

The next passage which is referred to is as follows :—
A t h b n a g o r a s .  M a t t .  v . 44-45.

What, then, are those precepts in 1 
which we are instructed ? I

I say unto you: love your But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse, j enemies, bless them that curse you,*

I do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them that persecute you ; that pray for them that5 persecute you : 
ye may be sons of your Father which That ye may be sons of your Father 
is in the heavens who (dr) maketh his which is in heaven: for(5n)heinaketh  
sun, etc.3 | his sun, etc.6

' Legation pro Christianis, § 1. * Matt. v. 39, 40 ; cf. Luke vi. 29.
3 Adyiv vppp1 ’Ayararr rods ixBpobJ bpibr, tbAoycire robs rarapupipon, 

irpo<rr&xerrOe inrip Tier iicorbpTfor vpas, iru s  yiviprOt viol too Ilarpdi bpCjo rob 
ip volt obparoit, is rip ijXiov aurov brariAAti, k.t.A. Leg. Pro. Christ., §11.

4 The expressions, tbAoyttre Toi>t rarapupipovs vpas, raAibs srorrirt rovi 
pioovrras vpas, “ bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you,” 
are omitted from some of the oldest MSS., but we do not know any in which 
the first of these two doubtful phrases is retained, as in Athenagoras, and the 
“ do good to them that hate you ” is omitted.

5 The phrase, irifpra^irTwr vpas, “ despitefully use you,” is omitted from 
many ancient codices.

6 Eyii if  Xiyu bp.tr, hyarare robs ix&pobs bpibr rcu rpoofiryfodf birip t o t

M A T T . V. 3 9 - 4 0 .

But I say unto you : that ye resist 
not e v il: but whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek (<re par Lon t r i  
•ri)r SftuLv trov triaybra) turn to him the 
other also. And if any man be minded 
to sue thee at the law (rpiBijrat) and 
lake away {\ap(ir) thy coat, let him 
have [ifpts airrep) thy cloak also.*
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The same idea is continued in the next chapter, in which the 
following passage occurs :—

Athenagoras.
For if ye love ( iy a r are), he says, 

(0T<rl) them which love, and lend to 
them which lend to yon, what reward 
shall ye have ?‘

Matt. v. 46.
For if ye should love (dyoinjirijTt) 

them which love you, what reward 
have ye f

There is no parallel at all in the first Gospel to the phrase, “ and 
lend to them that lend to you,” and in Luke vi. 34 the passage 
reads : “ and if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what 
thank have ye?” («ai eav Savtftre T rap ’ S>v eXtrifere \ a f i t l v ,  i r o ia  

ipiv \dpi<s (mLv;). It is evident, therefore, that there are decided 
variations here, and that the passage of Athenagoras does not 
agree with either of the Synoptics. We have seen the persistent 
variation in the quotations from the “ Sermon on the Mount” 
which occur in Justing and there is no part of the discourses of 
Jesus more certain to have been preserved by living Christian 
tradition, or to have been recorded in every form of Gospel. The 
differences in these passages from our Synoptic present the same 
features as mark the several versions of the same discourse in our 
first and third Gospels, and indicate a distinct source. The same 
remarks also apply to the next passage :—

Athenagoras.
For whosoever, he says (̂ ij<rl)» look- 

eth on a woman to lust after her, hath 
committed adultery (pep.olxevKfv) al
ready in his heart.4

Matt. v. 28.
But I say unto you, That whoso

ever looketh on a woman to lust 
after her, hath committed adultery 
with her (ifuolxevaer aM)v) already 
in his heart.5

The omission of axrnjv, “ with her,” is not accidental, but is an 
important variation in the sense, which we have already met with 
in the Gospel used by Justin Martyr.6 There is another passage, 
in the next chapter, the parallel to which follows closely on 
this in the great Sermon as reported in our first Gospel, to 
which Dr. Westcott does not refer, but which we must point 
out:—

Siunirruv i/iay t r m  yirqodt idol rod rarp it i'juwv rod J r  ovpavoii, Sri r ir  
aurou ArartXKei, it.r.X. Matt. v. 44, 45.

’ *EAr yip  dyararf, <p7)<rlr, robs iya ru rra t, Kal Sarelfare roil Sarel^owir 
ipir,' rlra pua6bv tl-erc. Leg. pro Chr., § 12.

3 ’EA» yip  iyair-^orjTf robs iyaru vra i vpiat, rlra pioBbr #X£Tf- Matt. v. 46.
3 Justin likewise has iyarare  for iyaTrf/oTiTf in this passage.
* 0  yip p \tvu r , ipnpal, yi'vcuea Tpbs rb i n  bruijoai airrrp, i)iy ptp-oIxturer 4r 

rjj KapSitf aCrrou. Leg. p io  Chr., § 32.
5 'Byii Si \tyw  Vfur  Sti r a t  6 /SX iirur yvvatra Tpii rb indvprpjai a M /r  ifhj 

ipolxeuotr avrijr iy  rtf napfltf aLTOV.
6 Apol., i. 15.

2D
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Athenacoras. Matt. v. 32.
For whosoever, he says (07|<r(), shall But I say unto you, That whosoever 

put away his wife and marry another shall put away his wife, saving for 
committeth adultery.1 the cause of fornication, causeth her

to commit adultery: and whosoever 
shall marry her when divorced commit - 

j teth adultery.2

It is evident that the passage in the Apology is quite different 
from that in the “ Sermon on the Mount ” in the first Synoptic. 
If we compare it with Matt. xix. 9, there still remains the express 
limitation / « )  cV! iropvtltf., which Athenagoras does not admit, his 
own express doctrine being in accordance with the positive 
declaration in his text. In the immediate context, indeed, he 
insists that even to marry another wife after the death of the first 
is cloaked adultery. We find in Luke xvi. 18 the reading of 
Athenagoras, 3 but with important linguistic variation :—

A t h e n a c o r a s . Luke. xvi. 18.
Os y ip  i f  aTo\ua y rr)y yrvaina 

a utou, Kal yaprprr} i\ \-q y  potydrai.
lid s 0 aToXuwy rqy yuyaiKa 

ai)tov yal yap&v iripav poKyedfL.

It cannot, obviously, be rightly affirmed that Athenagoras must 
have derived this from Luke, and the sense of the passage in that 
Gospel, compared with the passage in Matt. xix. 9, on the contrary, 
rather makes it certain that the reading of Athenagoras was 
derived from a source combining the language of the one and the 
thought of the other. In Mark x. 11 the reading is nearer that 
of Athenagoras, and confirms this conclusion ; and the addition 
there of o r ’ a v n jv , “  against her,” after /cot^arai, further tends to 
prove that his source was not that Gospel.

We may at once give the last passage which is supposed to be 
a quotation from our Synoptics, and it is that which is affirmed to 
be a reference to Mark. Athenagoras states in almost immediate 
context with the above: “ for in the beginning God formed one 
man and one woman.”'* This is compared with Mark x. 6 : “ But 
from the beginning of the creation God made them male and 
female —

A t h e n a g o r a s .

On (y ip x v  0  OcAf fya iySpa IrXatrc 
Kai play yvycuKa.

Mark. x. 6.
AtA Si ipxv* Krlaeus ip o tr  Kal 

0 i)\v  iTolrja ty atnovs i  OcAt.

1 "Oj y ip  iy  iroXvaij, tpqol, rfjy yuvaiKa airrot, Kal yapfyry S\\i)y, poixarai. 
Leg. pro Chr., § 33.

3 ’Eyw X tyu  vfuy 5 n  fls Ay droXiV# Hfy yvraiKa auroO xapfKrdt A6yov 
ropyelas to*ft aiVHp fAotxcvOrjvcu, Kal* dy Ay dxoXtXvfi^yrjy ya/xforh fioixo.Tiu' 
Matt. v. 32. ray 6 dToXfoy is the older and better reading, but we give At Ay 
droXtkrjf as favouring the similarity.

3 Lardner, indeed, points to the passage as a quotation from the third Gospel. 
/ Vorks, ii., p. 183.

4 Leg. pro Chr., § 33.
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This passage differs materially in every way from the 
second Synoptic. The reference to “ one man ” and “ one 
woman ” is used in a totally different sense, and enforces the 
previous assertion that a man may only marry one wife. Such 
an argument, directly derived from the Old Testament, is perfectly 
natural to one who, like Athenagoras, derived his authority 
from it alone. It is not permissible to claim it as evidence of the 
use of Mark.

We must repeat that Athenagoras does not name any 
source from which he derives his knowledge of the sayings of 
Jesus. These sayings are all from the Sermon on the Mount, 
and are introduced by the indefinite phrase ; and it is 
remarkable that all differ distinctly from the parallels in our 
Gospels. The whole must be taken together as coming from one 
source, and while the decided variation excludes the inference 
that they must have been taken from our Gospels, there is 
reasonable ground for assigning them to a different source. Dr. 
Donaldson states the case with great fairness: “ Athenagoras 
makes no allusion to the inspiration of any of the New Testament 
writers. He does not mention one of them by name, and one 
cannot be sure that he quotes from any except Paul. All the 
passages taken from the Gospels are parts of our Lord’s discourses, 
and may have come down to Athenagoras by tradition.”' He 
should have added that they might also have been derived from 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews, or many other collections 
now unhappily lost.

One circumstance strongly confirming this conclusion is the 
fact already mentioned, that Athenagoras, in the same chapter 
in which one of these quotations occurs, introduces an apocryphal 
saying of the Logos, and connects it with previous sayings by the 
expression, “ The Logos again (7raA.1v) saying to us.” This can 
only refer to the sayings previously introduced by the indefinite 

The sentence, which is in reference to the Christian 
salutation of peace, is as follows: “ The Logos again saying to 
us: ‘ If any one for this- reason kiss a second time because it 
pleased him (he sins) and adding: ‘ Thus the kiss, or rather 
the salutation, must be used with caution, as, if it be defiled even 
a little by thought, it excludes us from the life eternal.’ ”3 This 
saying, which is directly attributed to the Logos, is not found in 
our Gospels. The only natural deduction is that it comes from 
the same source as the other sayings, and that source was not 
our synoptic Gospels.

The total absence of any allusion to New Testament Scriptures

1 Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 172. Dc Wette says regarding 
Athenagoras: “ The quotations of evangelical passages prove nothing”
[Einl. A. T., 1852, p. 25). 3 Leg. ere Chr., § 32.
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in Athenagoras, however, is rendered more striking and significant 
by the marked expression of his belief in the inspiration of the 
Old Testament. He appeals to the prophets for testimony as to 
the truth of the opinions of Christians—men, he says, who spoke 
by the inspiration of God, whose Spirit moved their mouths to 
express God’s will as musical instruments are played upon “ But 
since the voices of the prophets support our arguments, I think 
that you, being most learned and wise, cannot be ignorant of the 
writings of Moses, or of those of Isaiah and Jeremiah and of the 
other prophets, who, being raised in ecstasy above the reasoning 
that was in themselves, uttered the things which were wrought in 
them, when the Divine Spirit moved them, the Spirit using them 
as a flute-player would blow into the flute.”3 He thus enunciates 
the theory of the mechanical inspiration of the writers of the Old 
Testament in the clearest manner, and it would, indeed, have 
been strange, on the supposition that he extended his views of 
inspiration to any of the Scriptures of the New Testament, that 
he never names a single one of them, nor indicates to the 
Emperors in the same way, as worthy of their attention, any of 
these Scriptures along with the I>aw and the Prophets. There 
can be no doubt that he nowhere gives reason for supposing that 
he regarded any other writings than the Old Testament as inspired 
or “ Holy Scripture.”5

In the seventeenth year of the reign of Marcus Aurelius, 
between the 7th March, 177-178, a fierce persecution was, it is 
said,4 commenced against the Christians in Gaul, and more 
especially at Vienne and Lyons, during the course of which the 
aged Bishop Pothinus, the predecessor of Irenwus, suffered 
martyrdom for the faith. The two communities some time after 
addressed an Epistle to their brethren in Asia and Phrygia, and 
also to Eleutherus, Bishop of Rome,5 relating the events which 
h,ad occurred, and the noble testimony which had been borne to 
Christ by the numerous martyrs who had been cruelly put to 
death. The Epistle has in great part been preserved by Eusebius,6 
and critics generally agree in dating it about a.d. 177, although it 
was most probably not written until the following year.?

No writing of the New Testament is mentioned in this Epistle, 
but it is asserted that there are “ unequivocal coincidences of 
language”8 with the Gospel of Luke, and others of its books.

1 Leg. pro Chr., § 7. 3 Ib .,%  9.
3 In the treatise on the Resurrection there are no arguments derived from 

Scripture.
4 Eusebius, II. E ., v. Proem. 5 l b . ,  v. 3. 6 lb . , v. 1 t.
7 Baronius dates the death of I’olhinus in A.D. 179; Valerius, ad E u sei.,

H. E ., v. 5. 8 Westcott, On tke Canon, p. 295.
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The passage which is referred to as showing knowledge of our 
Synoptic is as follows. The letter speaks of one of the sufferers, 
a certain Vettius Epagathus, whose life was so austere that, 
although a young man, “ he was thought worthy of the testimony 
( fia p rvp iy ) borne by the elder (irfxrrfiirrepou) Zacharias. He 
had walked, of a truth, in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless, and was untiring in every kind office 
towards his neighbour; having much zeal for God and being 
fervent in spirit.”1 This is compared with the description of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth in Luke i. 6: “ And they were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless.”2 A little further on in the 
Epistle it is said of the same person: “ Having in himself the 
advocate (irapaK X tp-ov), the spirit ( t o  v v tv fu i ) , more abundantly 
than Zacharias,” etc. ,3 which again is referred to Luke i. 67, 
“And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied, saying,” &c.<

A few words must be said regarding the phrase, tj/ tou 
Tpto-fivTfpov Za\aptov paprrvpLp, “ the testimony of the presbyter 
Zacharias.” This, of course, may either be rendered: “ the 
testimony borne to Zacharias,” that is to say, borne by others to 
his holy life; or, “ the testimony borne by Zacharias,” his own 
testimony to the Faith: his martyrdom. We adopt the latter 
rendering for various reasons. The Epistle is an account of the 
persecution of the Christian community of Vienne and Lyons, 
and Vettius Epagathus is the first of the martyrs who is named in 
it: juLprrvpia was at that time the term used to express the supreme 
testimony of Christians—martyrdom, and the Epistle seems here 
simply to refer to the martyrdom, the honour of which he shared 
with Zacharias. It is, we think, very improbable that under such 
circumstances the word paprvpla would have been used to express 
a mere description of the character of Zacharias given by some 
other writer. The interpretation which we prefer is that adopted 
by Tischendorf.s We must add that the Zacharias here spoken 
of is generally understood to be the father of John the Baptist,

1  avpe^ioovaO cu  rff tov r p c c fiv r ip o v  Za^aplov paprvp lq .’ xeirbpeirro
yovr ip rd<rati ra ts ^roX ats /cal diKcuiv/iaai fov  K vplov d/xe/xirros, *al irdtrfl ry  
rpdt rbr rXr}<rlop Xetrovpylq. Aokpos, {ijXor 0eoO toXizv t x 0*** *al £iwv rip TPtb- 
Mart, k.t.X. E useb., H . E . ,  v. I.

3 fpar 5i  SIkcuoi dp<p6rcpoi tvdjxiov tov deou, xopevbficpoi ip rdtrats rats 
^rroXats koX diKcuw/xaaip tov xvplov Apepxrot. Luke i. 6.

3 Si rbp xapdKXrjrop ip iavrip, rb xrevpa xXeiop tov Zaxaplov. Euseb., 
H. E .y v. i.

4 K a l Zaxaplat b xariip airrov ixXiprfhi xvev/xaTOs aylov x a l ixpo<frfiTcv<rcp 
\ i y w ,  k . t .X . Luke i. 67.

5 IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 80, n. I. See also Hilgenfeld, Die E w .  
Justin's, p. 155, and others.
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and no critic, so far as we can remember, has suggested that the 
reference in Luke xi. 51 applies to him.1 Since the Epistle, 
therefore, refers to the martyrdom of Zacharias, the father of 
John the Baptist, when using the expressions which are supposed 
to be taken from our third Synoptic, is it not reasonable to suppose 
that those expressions were derived from some work which like
wise contained an account of his death, which is not found in the 
Synoptic ? When we examine the matter more closely, we find 
that, although none of the Canonical Gospels, except the third, 
gives any narrative of the birth of John the Baptist, that portion 
of the Gospel in which are the words we are discussing cannot 
be considered an original production by the third Synoptist, but, 
like the rest of his work, is merely a composition, based upon 
earlier written narratives. Ewald, for instance, assigns the whole 
of the first chapters of Luke (i. 5-ii. 40 ) to what he terms “ the 
eighth recognisable book.”2

However this may be, the fact that other wrorks existed at an 
earlier period in which the history of Zacharias the father of the 
Baptist was given, and in which not only the words used in the 
Epistle were found but also the martyrdom, is in the highest 
degree probable; and, so far as the history is concerned, this is 
placed almost beyond doubt by the Protevangelium Jacobi which 
contains it. Tischendorf, who does not make use of this Epistle 
at all as evidence for the Scriptures of the New Testament, does 
refer to it, and to this very allusion in it to the martyrdom of 
Zacharias, as testimony to the existence and use of the Protevan
gelium Jacobi, a work whose origin he dates so far back as the 
first three decades of the second century,3 and which he considers 
was also used by Justin, as Hilgenfeld had already observed.4 
Tischendorf and Hilgenfeld, therefore, agree in affirming that the 
reference to Zacharias which we have quoted indicates acquaint
ance with a different Gospel from our third Synoptic. Hilgenfeld 
rightly maintains that the Protevangelium Jacobi in its present 
shape is merely an altered form of an older work, 5 which he 
conjectures to have been the Gospel according to Peter, or the 
Gnostic work, Tcwa Mapias,6 and both he and Tischendorf 
show that many of the Fathers? were either acquainted with

1 The great majority of critics consider it a reference to 2 Chron. xxiv. 
21, though some apply it to a later Zacharias.

2 Die drei erst. E vv . , p. 97 f.
3 I Vann wurdcn, u. s. w., p. 76 ff., 8o, anm. I ; cf. Evang. Apocr. Proleg., 

p. xii. f.
4 IVann wurdcn, u. s. w ., p. 76 f., p. 80, anm. I ; Hilgenfeld, Die E m ’. 

Justin 's, p. 154 f.
5 Die Evv. Justin 's , p. 154 f. 6 lb ., p. 160 f.
1 Tischendorf, IVann wurdcn, u. s. w ., p. 76 ff. ; cf. Evang. Apoc. Proleg., 

p. xii. f. ; Hilgenfeld, Die E w . J . ,  p. 154 f.
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the Protevangelium itself or the works on which it was based.
The state of the case, then, is as follows : We find a coincidence 

in a few words in connection with Zacharias between the Epistle 
and our third Gospel; but, so far from the Gospel being in any way 
indicated as their source, the words in question are connected 
with a reference to events unknown to our Gospel, but which were 
indubitably chronicled elsewhere. As part of the passage in the 
epistle, therefore, could not have been derived from our third 
Synoptic, the natural inference is that the whole emanates from a 
Gospel, different from ours, which likewise contained that part. 
In any case, the agreement of these few words, without the slightest 
mention of the third Synoptic in the epistle, cannot be admitted 
as proof that they must necessarily have been derived from it, and 
from no other source.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



CHAPTER X.

PTOLEM/EUS AND HERACLEON— CEI.SUS— THE CANON OF 
MURATORI— RESULTS

YVe have now reached the extreme limit of time within which we 
think it in any degree worth while to seek for evidence as to 
the date and authorship of the Synoptics, and we might now 
proceed to the fourth Gospel; but before doing so it may be well 
to examine one or two other witnesses whose support has been 
claimed by apologists, although our attention may be chiefly con
fined to an inquiry into the date of such testimony, upon which 
its value, even if real, mainly depends so far as we are concerned. 
The first of these whom we must notice are the two Gnostic 
leaders, Ptolemaeus and Heracleon.

Epiphanius has preserved a certain “ Epistle to Flora ” ascribed 
to Ptolemaeus, in which, it is contended, there are “ several quota
tions from Matthew, and one from the first chapter of John.”1 
What date must be assigned to this Epistle ? In reply to those 
who date it about the end of the second century, Tischendorf pro
duces the evidence for an earlier period to which he assigns it. 
He says: “ He (Ptolemaeus) appears in all the oldest sources as 
one of the most important, most influential of the disciples of 
Valentinus. As the period at which the latter himself flourished 
falls about 140, do we say too much when we represent Ptolemaeus 
as working at the latest about 160; Irenaeus (in the 2nd Book) 
and Hippolytus name him together with Heracleon; likewise 
pseudo-Tertullian (in the appendix to De Pnescriptionibus 
Htereticorum) and Philastrius make him appear immediately 
after Valentinus. Irenaeus wrote the first and second books 
of his great work most probably before 180, and in both he 
occupies himself much with Ptolemaeus.”2 Dr. Westcott, beyond 
calling Ptolemaeus and Heracleon disciples of Valentinus, does 
not assign any date to either, and does not, of course, offer any 
further evidence on the point, although, in regard to Heracleon, 
he admits the ignorance in which we are as to all points of his 
history,3 and states generally, in treating of him, that “ the exact 
chronology of the early heretics is very uncertain.”*

'  Tischendorf, IVann warden, u . s .w . ,p .  46. Dr. Westcott, with greater 
caution, says : “  He quoted words of our Lord recorded by St. Matthew, the 
prologue of St. John’s Gospel, etc.” (On the Canon, p. 267).

2 IVann tvurden, u. s. ui., p. 46 f.
3 On the CanoH, p. 263. * lb .,  p. 264, note 2.
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Let us examine the evidence upon which Tischendorf relies 
for the date he assigns to Ptolemaeus. He states in vague terms 
that Ptolemaeus appears “ in all the oldest sources ” (in alien 
den dltesten Quellen) as one of the most important disciples of 
Valentinus. We shall presently see what these scrtirces are, but 
must now follow the argument: “ As the date of Valentinus falls 
about 140, do we say too much when we represent Ptolemaeus as 
working at the latest about 160?” It is obvious that there is no 
evidence here, but merely assumption, and the manner in which 
the period “ about 160 ” is begged is a clear admission that there 
are no certain data. The year might with equal propriety upon 
those grounds have been put ten years earlier or ten years later. 
The deceptive and arbitrary character of the conclusion, however, 
will be more apparent when we examine the grounds upon which 
the relative dates 140 and 160 rest. Tischendorf here states that 
the time at which Valentinus flourished falls about a .d . 140, but the 
fact is that, as all critics are agreed, and as even Tischendorf 
himself elsewhere states,1 Valentinus came out of Egypt to Rome 
in that year, when his public career practically commenced, and he 
continued to flourish for at least twenty years after.3 Tischendorf s 
pretended moderation, therefore, consists in dating the period 
when Valentinus flourished from the very year of his first 
appearance, and in assigning the active career of Ptolemaeus to 
160, when Valentinus was still alive and teaching. He might on 
the same principle be dated 180, and even in that case there 
could be no reason for ascribing the Epistle to Flora to so early a 
period of his career. Tischendorf never even pretends to state 
any ground upon which Ptolemaeus must be connected with any 
precise part of the public life of Valentinus, and still less for 
determining the period of the career of Ptolemaeus at which the 
Epistle may have been composed. It is obvious that a wide limit 
for date thus exists.

After these general statements Tischendorf details the only 
evidence which is available. (1) “ Irenaeus (in the 2nd Book) 
and Hippolytus name him together with Heracleon ; likewise (2) 
pseudo-Tertullian (in the appendix to De Prcescriptitmibus Hcereti- 
corum) and Philastrius make him appear immediately after 
Valentinus,” etc. We must examine these two points a little 
more closely in order to ascertain the value of such state
ments. With regard to the first (1), we shall presently see 
that the mention of the name of Ptolemaeus along with that of 
Heracleon throws no light upon the matter from any point of view,

' lVann wurden, a. r. it/., p. 43. “ Valentinus, der um 140 aus sEgypten
noth Rom kam und darauf noch 20 Jahre gelebt haben mag."

1 Cf. Iremeus, A dv. H a r., iii. 4, § 3 ; Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 11.
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inasmuch as Tischendorf has as little authority for the date he 
assigns to the latter, and is in as complete ignorance concerning 
him as in the case of Ptolemaeus. It is amusing, moreover, that 
Tischendorf employs the very same argument, which sounds well 
although it fheans nothing, inversely to establish the date of 
Heracleon. Here, he argues, “ Irenaeus and Hippolytus name 
him (Ptolemaeus) together with Heracleon ” there, he reasons, 
“ Irenaeus names Heracleon together with Ptolemaeus,”2 etc. As 
neither the date assigned to the one nor to the other can stand 
alone, he tries to get them into something like an upright position 
by propping the one against the other—an expedient which, 
naturally, meets with little success. We shall in dealing with the 
case of Heracleon show how untenable is the argument from the 
mere order in which such names are mentioned by these writers ; 
meantime we may simply say that Irenaeus only once mentions 
the name of Heracleon in his works, and that the occasion on 
which he does so, and to which reference is here made, is merely 
an allusion to the /Tons “ of Ptolemaeus himself, and of 
Heracleon, and all the rest who hold these views.”3 This phrase 
might have been used, exactly as it stands, with perfect propriety 
even if Ptolemaeus and Heracleon had been separated by 
a century. The only point which can be deduced from this 
coupling of names is that, in using the present tense, Irenaeus is 
speaking of his own contemporaries. We may make the same 
remark regarding Hippolytus, for, if his mention of Ptolemaeus and 
Heracleon has any weight at all, it is to prove that they were 
flourishing in his time : “ Those who are of Italy, of whom is
Heracleon and Ptolemaeus, say........ ”* etc. We shall have to go
further into this point presently. As to (2) pseudo-Tertullian and 
Philastrius, we need only say that even if the fact of the names of 
the two Gnostics being coupled together could prove anything in 
regard to the date, the repetition by these writers could have no 
importance for us, their works being altogether based on those of 
Irenaeus and Hippolytus,3 and scarcely, if at all, conveying in
dependent information.6 We have merely indicated the weakness 
of these arguments in passing, but shall again take them up 
further on.

The next and final consideration advanced by Tischendorf is

’ IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 47. 2 lb., p. 48.
3 Ipsius Ptolemai et Heraeleonis, et re 11 quorum omnium qui eadem opinantter 

(Adv. l ia r .,  ii. 4, § 1).
4 Ref. Horn. H ar., vi. 3 5 .
5 C(. Lipsius, Zur Qucllcnkritik des Epiphanius, 1865.
6 Indeed, the direct and avowed dependence of Hippolytus himself upon th e  

work of Iremeus deprives the Philosophumena, in many parts, of all separa te  
authority,
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the only one which merits serious attention. “ Irenaeus wrote the 
first and second book of his great work most probably before 180, 
and in both he occupies himself much with Ptolemaeus.” Before 
proceeding to examine the accuracy of this statement regarding 
the time at which Irenaeus wrote, we may ask what conclusion 
would be involved if Irenaeus really did compose the two books in 
a.d. 180 in which he mentions our Gnostics in the present tense? 
Nothing more than the simple fact that Ptolemaeus and Heracleon 
were promulgating their doctrines at that time. There is not a 
single word to show that they did not continue to flourish long 
after; and as to the “ Epistle to Flora,” Irenaeus apparently knows 
nothing of it, nor has any attempt been made to assign it to an 
early part of the Gnostic’s career. Tischendorf, in fact, does not 
produce a single passage nor the slightest argument to show that 
Irenaeus treats our two Gnostics as men of the past, or otherwise 
than as heretics then actively disseminating their heterodox 
opinions ; and, even taken literally, the argument of Tischendorf 
would simply go to prove that about A.n. 180 Irenaeus wrote part 
of a work in which he attacks Ptolemaeus and mentions Heracleon.

When did Irenaeus, however, really write his work against 
Heresies? Although our sources of credible information regard
ing him are exceedingly limited, we are not without materials for 
forming a judgment on the point. Irenaeus was probably bom 
about a.d. 140-145, and is generally supposed to have died at the 
beginning of the third century (a.d. 202). We know that he was 
deputed by the Church of Lyons to bear to Eleutherus, then 
Bishop of Rome, the Epistle of that Christian community describ
ing their sufferings during the persecution commenced against 
them in the seventeenth year of the reign of Marcus Aurelius 
Antoninus (7th March, 177-178).1 It is very improbable that 
this journey was undertaken, in any case, before the spring 
of a.d. 178, and, indeed, in accordance with the given data, 
the persecution itself may not have commenced earlier than the 
beginning of that year, so that his journey need not have been 
undertaken before the close of 178 or the spring of 179, to which 
epoch other circumstances might lead us.a There is reason to 
believe that he remained some time in Rome. Baronius states 
that Irenaeus was not appointed Bishop of Lyons till a.d. 180, 
for he says that the see remained vacant for that period after the 
death of Pothinus in consequence of the persecution. Now, 
certain expressions in his work show that Irenaeus did not write it 
until he became Bishop.3 It is not known how long Irenaeus

* Eusebius, H. E ., v. I, Praf.; 3 I, 3, 4.
* Baronius (Ann. Ecc/es.) sets th e  death of Pothinus in A .n . 179.
3 Cf. Adv. H ar., v. Praf.; Massuet, Dissert, in Iren., ii., art. ii., § 49; 

Lardner, Works, ii., p. 157.
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remained in Rome, but there is every probability that he must 
have made a somewhat protracted stay for the purpose of making 
himself acquainted with the various tenets of Gnostic and other 
heretics then being actively taught, and the preface to the first 
book refers to the pains he took. He wrote his work in Gaul, 
however, after his return from this visit to Rome. This is apparent 
from what he himself states in the Preface to the first Book : “ I 
have thought it necessary,” he says, “ after having read the 
Memoirs ()Vo/ivr//iao-i) of the disciples of Valentinus, as they call 
themselves, and having had personal intercourse with some o f them 
and acquired full knowledge of their opinions, to unfold to thee,”* 
etc. A little further on he claims from the friend to whom he 
addresses his work indulgence for any defects of style on the 
score of his being resident amongst the Kelt*.2 Irenaeus no 
doubt, during his stay in Rome, came in contact with the school 
of Ptolemaeus and Heracleon, if not with the Gnostic leaders 
themselves and, being shocked, as he describes himself, at the 
doctrines which they insidiously taught, he undertook, on his 
return to Lyons, to explain them that others might be exhorted to 
avoid such an “ abyss of madness and blasphemy against Christ.”3 
Irenaeus gives us other materials for assigning a date to his work. 
In the third Book he enumerates the bishops who had filled the 
Episcopal Chair of Rome, and the last whom he names is 
Eleutherus (a.d . 177-190), who, he says, “ now in the twelfth 
place from the apostles, holds the inheritance of the episcopate.”3 
There is, however, another clue which, taken along with this, 
leads us to a close approximation to the actual date. In the same 
Book, Irenaeus mentions Theodotion’s version of the Old Testa
ment : “ But not as some of those say,” he writes, “who now (vvv) 
presume to alter the interpretation of the Scripture : ‘ Behold the 
young woman shall conceive, and bring forth a son,’ as Theodotion, 
the Ephesian, translated it, and Aquila of Pontus, both Jewish 
proselytes.”3 Now we are informed by Epiphanius that 
Theodotion published his translation during the reign of the 
Emperor Commodus6 (a.d . 180-192). The Chronicon Paschale 
adds that it was during the Consulship of Marcellus, or, as 
Massuet? proposes to read, Marullus, who, jointly with Hilianus, 
assumed office a .d . 184. These dates decidedly agree with the 
passage of Irenaeus and with the other data, all of which lead 
us to about the same period within the episcopate of Eleutherus

1 Adv. H ar ., i. Prof., § 2 (see the passage quoted, p. 332 f.).
a /*•■ § 3- ... 3 lb; § 2.
4 Adv. Hter., iii. 3, § 3 ; Eusebius, H. £ . ,  v. 6.
5 Adv. H i t t . , iii. 21, $ 1 ; Euseb., H. E ., v. 8.
6 De Ponderib. ct M em ., 17.
7 Dissert, in Iren., ii., art. ii. xcvii., § 47.
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(t c. I90).1 We have here, therefore, a clue to the date at which 
Irenajus wrote. It must be remembered that at that period the 
multiplication and dissemination of books was a very slow process. 
A work published about 184 or 185 could scarcely have come into 
the possession of Irerueus in Gaul till some years later, and we are, 
therefore, brought towards the end of the episcopate of Eleutherus 
as the earliest date at which the first three books of his work 
against Heresies can well have been written, and the rest must be 
assigned to a later period under the episcopate of Victor 
(t 198-199).*

At this point we must pause and turn to the evidence which 
Tischendorf offers regarding the date to be assigned to Heracleon.3 
As in the case of Ptolemaeus, we shall give it entire, and then 
examine it in detail. To the all-important question, “ How old 
is Heracleon ?” Tischendorf replies: “ Irenaeus names Heracleon, 
together with Ptolemaeus (II. 4, § 1), in a Way which makes them 
appear as well-known representatives of the Valentinian school. 
This interpretation of his words is all the more authorised because 
he never again mentions Heracleon. Clement, in the 4th Book 
of his Stromata, written shortly after the death of Commodus 
(193), recalls an explanation by Heracleon of Luke xii. 8, 
when he calls him the most noted man of the Valentinian 
school (o  t j j s  0 ih i\{ v tiv o v  o-\oK rjs SoK qw uraros is Clement’s 
expression). Origen, at the beginning of his quotation from 
Heracleon, says that he was held to be a friend of Valen
tinus (ro v  OvaXevrivov k tyoptvov float yviopiptov 'Hpankfiuva). 
Hippolytus mentions him, for instance, in the following way 
(vi. 29): 1 Valentinus, and Heracleon, and Ptolemseus, and the
whole school of these, disciples of Pythagoras and Plato........ ’
Epiphanius says (Afer. 41): ‘Cerdo (the same who, according

1 Cf. Credner, Beitriige, ii., p. 253 f.; De Wette, Einl. A. T ., 1852, p. 61 (., 
p. 62, anm. d .; Lardner, “ He also speaks of the translation of Theodotion, 
which is generally allowed to have Iteen published in the reign of Commodus.” 
Works, ii., p. 156 f.; Massuet, Dissert, in Iren., ii., art. ii. xcvii., § 47.

a Massuet, Dissert, in Iren., ii., art. ii. xcvii. (§ 47), xcix. (§50); Volkmar, 
Der Ursprung, p. 24 ; cf. De Wette, Einl. A. T ., p. 62, anm. d. (“ Er 
schrieb zw., 177-192”); cf. Credner, Beitriige, ii., p. 255. The late Dr. 
Mansel places the work “ between A.l>. 182-188.” The Gnostic Heresies, p. 
240. This date is partly based upon the mention of Eleutherus (cf. p. 240, 
note 2), which, it must be remembered, however, occurs in the third book. 
Jerome says : “  Hoc ille scrip At ante annos circiter trecentos" (Epist. ad Theod., 
5 53, al. 29). If, instead of “ trecentos,” which is an evident slip of the pen, 
we read “ ducentos,” his testimony as to the date exactly agrees.

3 Dr. Westcott adds no separate testimony. He admits that “ The history 
of Heracleon, the great Valentinian commentator, is full of uncertainty. 
Nothing is known of his country or parentage ” (On the Canon, p. 263). And 
in a note, “ The exact chronology of the early heretics is very uncertain” 
(p. 264, note 2).
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to Irenaeus III. 4, § 3, was in Rome under Bishop Hyginus with 
Valentinus) follows these (Ophites, Kainities, Sethiani), and 
Heracleon.’ After all this, Heracleon certainly cannot be placed 
later than 150 to 160. The expression which Origen uses 
regarding his relation to Valentinus must, according to linguistic 
usage, be understood of a personal relation.”*

We have already pointed out that the fact that the names of 
Ptolemaeus and Heracleon are thus coupled together affords no 
clue in itself to the date of either, and their being mentioned as 
leading representatives of the school of Valentinus does not in 
any way involve the inference that they were not contemporaries 
of Irenaeus, living and working at the time he wrote. The way in 
which Irenaeus mentions them in this the only passage throughout 
his whole work in which he names Heracleon, and to which 
Tischendorf pointedly refers, is as follows: “ But if it was not 
produced, but was generated by itself, then that which is void is 
both like, and brother to, and of the same honour with, that 
Father who lias before been mentioned by Valentinus; but 
it is really more ancient, having existed long before, and is 
more exalted than the rest of the Hions of Ptolemaeus him
self, and of Heracleon, and all the rest who hold these
views.”2 We fail to recognise anything special here, of the kind 
inferred by Tischendorf, in the way in which mention is
made of the two later Gnostics. If anything be clear, on
the contrary, it is that distinction is drawn between Valen
tinus and Ptolemaeus and Heracleon, and that Irenaeus points out 
inconsistencies between the doctrines of the founder and those of 
his later followers. It is quite irrelevant to insist merely, as 
Tischendorf does, that Irenaeus and subsequent writers represent 
Ptolema;us and Haracleon and other Gnostics of his time as of 
“ the school ” of Valentinus. The question simply is, whether in 
doing so they at all imply that these men were not contemporaries 
of Irenaeus, or necessarily assign their period of independent 
activity to the lifetime of Valentinus, as Tischendorf appears to 
argue? Most certainly not, and Tischendorf does not attempt 
to offer any evidence that they do so. We may perceive how 
utterly worthless such a fact is for the purpose of fixing an 
early date by merely considering the quotation which Tischendorf 
himself makes from Hippolytus: “ Valentinus, therefore, and 
Heracleon and Ptolemams, and the whole school of these, disciples

1 IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 48 .
8 S i autem non prolatum est, sed a se generalum est; et simile est, el frater- 

num, et ejusdem honoris id quod est vacuum, ei Patri qui pradictus est a 
Valentino : antiquius autem et multo ante exsiftensf et honorificentius reliquis 
sEonibus ipsius Ptolemcei et Heracleonis, et reliquorum omnium qui cadtm 
opinantur (Adv. Hcer.t ii. 4, § 1).
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of Pythagoras and Plato.........If the statement that men
are of a certain school involves the supposition of coincidence of 
time, the three Gnostic leaders must be considered contemporaries 
of Pythagoras or Plato, whose disciples they are said to be. 
Again, if the order in which names are mentioned, as Tischendorf 
contends by inference throughout his whole argument, is to 
involve strict similar sequence of date, the principle applied to the 
whole of the early writers would lead to the most ridiculous 
confusion. Tischendorf quotes Epiphanius: “ Cerdo follows these 
(the Ophites, Kainites, Sethiani), and Heracleon.” Why he does 
so it is difficult to understand, unless it be to give the appearance 
of multiplying testimonies, for two sentences further on he is 
obliged to adm it: “ Epiphanius has certainly made a mistake, as 
in such things not unfrequently happens to him, when he 
makes Cerdo, who, however, is to be placed about 140, follow 
Heracleon.”2 This kind of mistake is, indeed, common to all the 
writers quoted, and when it is remembered that such an error 
is committed where a distinct and deliberate affirmation of the 
point is concerned, it will easily be conceived how little 
dependence is to be placed on the mere mention of names in the 
course of argument. We find Irenaeus saying that “ neither 
Valentinus, nor Marcion, nor Satuminus, nor Basilides ” possesses 
certain knowledge, 3 and elsewhere: “ of such an one as Valen
tinus, or Ptolemaeus, or B a s i l i d e s . T o  base an argument as to 
date on the order in which names appear in such writers is 
preposterous.

Tischendorf draws an inference from the statement that 
Heracleon was said to be a yv<apipo<s of Valentinus, that Origen 
declares him to have been his friend, holding personal intercourse 
with him. Origen, however, evidently knew nothing individually 
on the point, and speaks from mere heresay, guardedly using the 
expression “ said to be ” (\tyoptvov tfvai yvwpipov). But 
according to the later and patristic use of the word, yvdipipjis 
meant nothing more than a “ disciple,” and it cannot here be 
necessarily interpreted into a “ contemporary.” Under no circum
stances could such a phrase, avowedly limited to hearsay, have 
any weight. The loose manner in which the Fathers repeat each 
other, even in serious matters, is too well known to every one 
acquainted with their writings to require any remark. Their 
inaccuracy keeps pace with their want of critical judgment. We

' Ref. Omn. H ar., vi. 29.
1 Wantt wurden, u. s. w ., p. 49. We do not here enter into the discussion 

of the nature of this error (see Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 129 f .; Scholten, 
Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 91 ; Riggenbach, Die Zeugn.f. a. Ev. Johan., 1866, 
P- 79)-

3 Adv. Hetr., ii. 38, § 6. * lb ., ii. 28, § 9.
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have seen one of the mistakes of Epiphanius, admitted by 
Tischendorf to be only too common with him, which illustrates 
how little such data are to be relied on. We may point out 
another of the same kind committed by him in common with 
Hippolytus, pseudo-Tertullian, and Philastrius. Mistaking a 
passage of Irenaeus1 regarding the sacred Tetrad (Kol-Arbas) of 
the Valentinian Gnosis, Hippolytus supposes Irenaeus to refer to 
another heretic leader. He at once treats the Tetrad as such a 
leader named “ Kolarbasus,” and after dealing (vi. 4) with the 
doctrines of Secundus, Ptolemaeus, and Heracleon, he proposes, 
§ 5, to show “ what are the opinions held by Marcus and 
Kolarbasus.”2 At the end of the same book he declares that 
Irenaeus, to whom he states that he is indebted for a knowledge of 
their inventions, has completely refuted the opinions of these 
heretics, and he proceeds to treat of Basilides, considering that it 
has been sufficiently demonstrated “ whose disciples are Marcus 
and Kolarbasus, the successors of the school of Valentinus.”! At 
an earlier part of the work, he had spoken in a more independent 
way in reference to certain persons who had promulgated great 
heresies : “Of these,” he says, “one is Kolarbasus, who endeavours 
to explain religion by measures and numbers.”* The same mistake 
is committed by pseudo-Tertullian! and Philastrius,6 each of 
whom devotes a chapter to this supposed heretic. Epiphanius, as 
might have been expected, fell into the same error, and he pro
ceeds elaborately to refute the heresy of the Kolarbasians, “ which 
is Heresy XV.” He states that Kolarbasus follows Marcus and 
Ptolemseus,7 and after discussing the opinions of this mythical 
heretic he devotes the next chapter, “ which is Heresy XVI.,” to 
the Heracleonites, commencing it with the information that “ A 
certain Heracleon follows after Kolarbasus.”3 This absurd mis- 
take« shows how little these writers knew of the Gnostics of whom 
they wrote, and how the one ignorantly follows the other.

The order, moreover, in which they set the heretic leaders 
varies considerably. It will be sufficient for us merely to remark

1 Adv. Hier., i. 14.
2 Kef. Omn. Hier., vi., § '5. Tticre can be no doubt that a chapter on 

Kolarbasus is omitted from the MS. of Hippolytus which we possess. Cf. 
Bunsen, Hippolytus u. s. Zeit, 1852, p. 54 f.

3 Kef. Omn. H er., vi., § 55.
4 Ttv eU pdv KoXappaoos, is  5i4  pdrpior sol dfnOpCyv Hrlffeoffai dcooefitiar 

inxetpei. Kef. Omn. H er., iv., § 13.
s H er., 15. 6 lb ., 43.
7 lb . , xxxv., § I, p. 258. 8 Hier., xxxvi., § I, p. 262.
9 Voikmar, Die Colarbasus-gnosis in Niedner s Zeitschr. hist. Theo/., 1855 ; 

Dcr Ursprung, p. 128 f.; Baur, K. G. d. drei erst. Jahrh., p. 204; onm. I ; 
Lipsius, Der Gnostieismus, in Ersch. u. GrubePs Real. Eneykl.; Zur Quellen- 
kritik des Epiph., p. 166 f., 168 f.; Scholten, Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 91.
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here that while pseudo-Tertullian* and Philastrius1 adopt the 
following order after the Valentinians: Ptolemaeus, Secundus, 
Heracleon, Marcus, and Kolarhasus; Epiphanius3 places them : 
Secundus, Ptolemaeus, Marcosians, Kolarbasus, and Heracleon; 
and Hippolytus4 again: Secundus, Ptolemaeus, Heracleon, Marcus, 
and Kolarbasus. The vagueness of Irenaeus had left some 
latitude here, and his followers were uncertain. The somewhat 
singular fact that Irenaeus only once mentions Heracleon, whilst 
he so constantly refers to Ptolemaeus, taken in connection with 
this order, in which Heracleon is always placed after Ptolemaeus,3 
and by Epiphanius after Marcus, may be reasonably explained by 
the fact that, whilst Ptolemaeus had already gained considerable 
notoriety when Irenaeus wrote, Heracleon may only have begun to 
come into notice. Since Tischendorf lays so much stress upon 
pseudo-Tertullian and Philastrius making Ptolemaeus appear 
immediately after Valentinus, this explanation is after his own 
principles.

We have already pointed out that there is not a single passage 
in Irenaeus, or any other early writer, assigning Ptolemaeus and 
Heracleon to a period anterior to the time when Irenaeus under
took to refute their opinions. Indeed, Tischendorf has not 
attempted to show that they do, and he has merely, on the strength 
of the general expression that these Gnostics were of the school of 
Valentinus, boldly assigned to them an early date. Now, as we 
have stated, he himself admits that Valentinus only came from 
Egypt to Rome in a . d . 140, and continued teaching till 160,6 and 
these dates are most clearly given by Irenaeus himself.? Why, 
then, should Ptolemaeus and Heracleon, to take an extreme case, 
not have known Valentinus in their youth, and yet have flourished 
chiefly during the last two decades of the second century? 
Irenaeus himself may be cited as a parallel case, which Tischendorf 
at least cannot gainsay. He is never tired of telling us that 
Irenaeus was the disciple of Polycarp,8 whose martyrdom he sets 
about a.d. 165 ; and he considers that the intercourse of Irenaeus 
with the aged Father must properly be put about a .d . 150,’ yet he 
himself dates the death of Irenaeus a .d . 202,'° and nothing is more 
certain than that the period of his greatest activity and influence 
falls precisely in the last twenty years of the second century. Upon 
his own data, therefore, that Valentinus may have taught for

1 H itr., 13 f. * lb ., 39 f. 3 lb ., 32 f.
4 Kef. Omn. I f  ter., vi., 8 3, 4, 5.
5 Tertullian also makes Heracleon follow Ptolemreus (Adv. Vat., 4).
6 IVann wurden, u. s. w ., p. 43.
7 Adv. Hirr., iii. 4, § 3 ; Euseb., H . E .,  iv. ir.
8 IVann wurden, u. s. to., p 25, p. II.
9 Ib.t  p. 12. Compare, however, p. *75 f. IO lb ., p. II f.

2E

Digitized by Google



418 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

twenty years after his first appearance in Rome a.d. 140—and 
there is no ground whatever for asserting that he did not teach for 
even a much longer period— Ptolemseus and Heracleon might 
well have personally sat at the feet of Valentinus in their youth, 
as Irenaeus is said to have done about the very same period at 
the feet of Polycarp, and yet, like him, have flourished chiefly 
towards the end of the century.

Although there is not the slightest ground for asserting that 
PtolemEeus and Heracleon were not contemporaries with Irena;us, 
flourishing like him towards the end of the second century, there 
are, on the other hand, many circumstances which altogether 
establish the conclusion that they were. We have already shown, 
in treating of Valentinus,1 that Irenteus principally directs his work 
against the followers of Valentinus living at the time he wrote, 
and notably of Ptolemaeus and his school.’ In the preface 
to the first book, having stated that he writes after personal 
intercourse with some of the disciples of Valentinus, 3 he more 
definitely declares his purpose : “ We will, then, to the best of our 
ability, clearly and concisely set forth the opinions of those who 
are now (vvv) teaching heresy, I  speak particularly of the disciples of 
Ptolemceus ( t Q v  wtpl IItoA</kuov), whose system is an oflshoot from 
the school of Valentinus.”* Nothing could be more explicit 
Irenaeus in this passage distinctly represents Ptolemaeus as teaching 
at the time he is writing, and this statement alone is decisive, more 
especially as there is not a single known fact which is either 
directly or indirectly opposed to it.

Tischendorf lays much stress on the evidence of Hippolytus in 
coupling together the names of Ptolemaeus and Heracleon with 
that of Valentinus; similar testimony of the same writer, fully 
confirming the above statement of Irenaeus, will, therefore, have 
the greater force. Hippolytus says that the Valentinians differed 
materially among themselves regarding certain points which led to 
divisions, one party being called the Oriental and the other the 
Italian, “ They of the Italian party, of whom is Heracleon and
Ptolemaeus, say, etc.........They, however, who are of the Oriental
party, of whom is Axionicus and Bardesanes, maintain,” etc.5 
Now, Ptolemaeus and Heracleon are here quite clearly represented 
as being contemporary with Axionicus and Bardesanes, and, with
out discussing whether Hippolytus does not, in continuation, 
describe them as all living at the time he wrote,6 there can be no

1 P. 332 f.
5 Dr. Westcott admits this (On the Canon, p. 266 f.).
3 See passage quoted, p. 332 f. 4 A(tv. Herr., i., Prof., § 2.
5 Ref. Omn. liter., vi. 35.
6 Tischendorf did not refer to these passages at all originally, and only does 

so in the second and subsequent editions of his book, in reply to Yolkmar and
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doubt that some of them were, and that this evidence confirms 
again the statement of Irenaeus. Hippolytus, in a subsequent part 
of his work, states that a certain Prepon, a Marcionite, has 
introduced something new, find “ now, in our own time («V rots 
tad’ rjfias xpovois tw), has written a work regarding the heresy in 
reply to Bardesanes.”1 The researches of Hilgenfeld have proved 
that Bardesanes lived at least over the reign of Heliogabalus 
(218-222), and the statement of Hippolytus is thus confirmed.’ 
Axionicus again was still flourishing when Tertullian wrote his 
work against the Valentinians (201-226). Tertullian says: 
“Axionicus of Antioch alone to the present day (ad hodiernum) 
respects the memory of Valentinus, by keeping fully the rules of 
his system.” 3 Although on the whole they may be considered to 
have flourished somewhat earlier, Ptolemteus and Heracleon are 
thus shown to have been for a time at least contemporaries of 
Axionicus and Bardesanes.*

Moreover, it is evident that the doctrines of Ptolemteus and 
Heracleon represent a much later form of Gnosticism than that 
of Valentinus. It is generally admitted that Ptolemteus reduced 
the system of Valentinus to consistency,5 and the inconsistencies 
which existed between the views of the Master and these later 
followers, and which indicate a much more advanced stage of 
development, are constantly pointed out by Irenteus and the 
Fathers who wrote in refutation of heresy. Origen also repre
sents Heracleon as amongst those who held opinions sanctioned 
hy the Church,6 and both he and Ptolermeus must indubitably be 
classed amongst the latest Gnostics. It is clear, therefore, that 
Ptolemaeus and Heracleon were contemporaries of Irenreus at the 
time he composed his work against Heresies (185-195), both, and

others in the Vorwort (p. ix. f .), and in a note (p. 49, note 2). Yolkmar argues 
from the opening of the next chapter (36), Taera oth> iKfiooi frrrclTwoar kar* 
airrois (Let those heretics, therefore, discuss these points amongst themselves), 
that they are represented as contemporaries of Hippolytus himself at the time 
he wrote ( a . i >. 225-235), Der Ursprung, p. 23, p. 130 f. It is not our 
purpose to pursue this discussion, but, whatever may Ire the conclusion as 
tegards the extreme deduction of Volkmar, there can be no doubt that the 
passage proves at least the date which was assigned to them against Tischen- 
tlorf.

1 Rtf. Omn. Heer., vii. 31.
1 Hilgenfeld, Bardesanes, 1864, p. It ff. ; Yolkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 131, 

p. 23; Lipsius, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1867, p. 80 ff. ; Riggenbach, Die 
Zeugnisse f .  d. E v. Johannis, 1866, p. 78 f. ; Scholten, Die tilt. Zeugnisse, 
p. 90.

3 Adv. Val., 4 ; Hilgenfeld, Bardesanes, p. 15; Yolkmar, Der Ursprung, 
p. 130 f. ; Lipsius, Zeitschr. miss. Theol., 1867, p. 81.

4 Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 23 f., p. 130 f .; I.ipsius, Zeitschr. wiss. 
Theol., 1867, p. 82 ; Scholten, Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 90.

5 Westcott, On the Canon, p. 276.
6 /»«Joh., T. xvi., p. 236 f. ; Grabe, Spiei! Patr., ii., p. 105.
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420 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

especially the latter, flourishing and writing towards the end o f  
the second century.

We mentioned, in first speaking of these Gnostics, that Epi- 
phanius has preserved an Epistle, attributed to Ptolemaeus, which 
is addressed to Flora, one of his disciples.1 This Epistle is 
neither mentioned by Irenseus nor by any other writer before 
Epiphanius. There is nothing in the Epistle itself to show that 
it was really written by Ptolemaeus himself. Assuming it to be by 
him, however, the Epistle was in all probability written towards 
the end of the second century, and it does not, therefore, come 
within the scope of our inquiry. We may, however, briefly notice 
the supposed references to our Gospels which it contains. The 
writer of the Epistle, without any indication of a written source 
from which he derived them, quotes sayings of Jesus for which 
parallels are found in our first Gospel. These sayings are 
introduced by such expressions as “ he said,” “ our Saviour de
clared,” but never as quotations from any Scripture. Now, in 
affirming that they are taken from the Gospel according to 
Matthew, apologists exhibit their usual arbitrary haste, for we 
must clearly and decidedly state that there is not a single one of 
the passages which does not present decided variations from the 
parallel passages in our first Synoptic. We subjoin for comparison 
in parallel columns the passages from the Epistle and G ospel:—

E i'is ti .f . (H.kr. x x x i i i . ,  § 3). 
Olula y ip  f) r S \ t ;  pcptaduoa tip' 

iairr^y Sti pdi Sivarai OTTpttki, 6 ourdip
yuQ . a r t  tftyyaro.......

M a t t .  x ii . 25 .
....... r&oct r6 \it  oUta prptotittotx

raff' lavrrjs 01' OTatHpcriu.

M a t t .  x ix . 8  and  6 .
§ 4 . t tp y  aiVoii St i Muinr^t r p i t  r ^ y  

ouXtiponapSlar vpuy {tc4tpetf/e t6  dvo- 
Ai/fir TTjf yuratKa airoS- d r  d p y y t  y i p  
oil y tyover olrruis. 0 (6? y ip , tpyol, 
o i 'r d f tu ^ f  T a vrq y  r i/y  tr v ^ v y la y , red 6 
a iv 4 fe v ( (y  6 nvp to i, i y B p u r tn  p.^ 
X u p t& ro i, (tpo).

§ 4. '0  7Ap 0(bi, tprprlv, etxe, rlpa rbv 
x aripa <rov xal ri/v ptjripa <rov, tv a eb 
(rot yivrjrai. vpcis Si, <fni<riv, (Ip^Kare, 
rots xpeafiirripois Xiyutv, Sdpov rip 0€<p 
S ibv u><p€\rj0y r ipod,

teal ^Kvpuxrare t Sv vbpov toO 0cov, Sib. 
r i)v  xapdSociv t Cjv xpeo fivT ipu tv  vp& v.

Tovto Si *H<rafar i^eipcbvrjaev d x ib v ,

’O Xa6r o S to i, k.t .X..........

X^yet a irra it “O n wpbt rip
(TKXrjpoKapSlav vpiav ixirperpev vpiv 
bxoXvaai rd f ywducas vpwv  dr* bpxb*
Si oi> yiyovev ofrrut. 6 ........S oSv i
0eSt (rvpiftrffv, &v0punror pij xuptf/rw.

M a t t .  x v .  4 - 8 .
*0 ybp 0eds iverelXaro, X iyw v  TIpa 

rdv xaripa real r ip  pyre pa, teal * 0  caco* 
XoyQv, k. t.X .2 5 . vpeit Si X iyerr*Of
Sv clxy rip xarpl i) rg xyp-pl, Atopov, 6 
i dr it; ipov wipeXriSjjt, teal oO pif rtpijtra 
rbv xaripa airrov, f} r ip  pyripa  avrotr

6 . teal -fjKvpuxraTe rbv vdpov rbv 0*0$ 
Sib r ip  xapbSoatv vputv.

7 . vxotcptral, KaX&t ixpojrijTfW tv 
xcpl vpQv 'Hcrafaf, Xfywr,

8 . 'O Xadf obrot, k. t.X.

1 Epiphanius, H ar ., xxxiii. 3-7.
* This phrase, from Leviticus xx. 9, occurs further on in the next chapter.
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PTOLEM/EUS AND HERACLEON 421

E p is t l e  ( H e r . x x x i i . ,  § 3 ).

$ 5. t 6  y d p , '0 <f>da\pdr iw r l
6<p6a\pod, kcU 666rra drrl 6H6vto*.......

$ 6. iy w  y d p  \{yu> v p ir  p if  drrurT ijpa l 
oXwj rtf rovypip  dXXd «-<£r tLs <rc 
parlay  o rp i^ f/w  airnp k o X  r ijv  A W rjp  
<nay6ra.1

M a t t . v . 3 8 - 3 9 .

'HKofoart 5rt ipp ifh f *0if>0a\pbr d rr i  
6<f>6a\povy kcu dddrra d rr i  M6pto*. 39 . 
iyu) Xtyw vpir, py  avruTTrjrat r<* 
ropyptp' d\X’ font <re /tarlaei irl r?jr 
5e£idr <rov <rtay6ra, arpirf/or avr<p #tai 
ryp AWrjp'

It must not be forgotten that Irenasus makes very explicit state
ments as to the recognition of other sources of evangelical truth 
than our Gospels by the Valentinians, regarding which we have 
fully written when discussing the founder of that sect.3 We know 
that they professed to have direct traditions from the Apostles 
through Theodas, a disciple of the Apostle Paul ;3 and in the 
Epistle to Flora allusion is made to the succession of doctrine 
received by direct tradition from the Apostles.* Irenasus says that 
the Valentinians profess to derive their views from unwritten 
sources,? and he accuses them of rejecting the Gospels of the 
Church ;6 but, on the other hand, he states that they had many 
Gospels different from what he calls the Gospels of the Apostles.?

With regard to Heracleon, it is said that he wrote Commentaries 
on the third and fourth Gospels. The authority for this statement 
is very insufficient. The assertion with reference to the third 
Gospel is based solely upon a passage in the Stromata of the 
Alexandrian Clement. Clement quotes a passage found in Luke 
xii. 8, i i ,  12, and says: “ Expounding this passage, Heracleon, 
the most distinguished of the school of Valentinus, says as follows,” 
etc.8 This is immediately interpreted into a quotation from a 
Commentary on Luke.s We merely point out that from Clement’s 
remark it by no means follows that Heracleon wrote a Commentary 
at a ll; and, further, there is no evidence that the passage com - 
mented upon was actually from our third Gospel.10 The Stromata 
of Clement were not written until after a .d . 193, and in them we 
find the first and only reference to this supposed Commentary. 
We need not here refer to the Commentary on the fourth Gospel,

' In the next chapter, § 7, there is fra y ip  niror eZrat dyaOov 8 d r  d r
lairov rare pa b autr-qp f/pur awc/pt/varo, k.t.X. Cf. Matt. xix. 17....... tZr f<rrlr
4 iya8bt.

1 See p. 342 ff. 3 Clemens Al., Strom., vii. 17.
* Epiphanius, H ar., xxxiii. 7.
3 Adv. H ar., i. 8, § 1. 6 lb ., iii. 2, § I.
7 tb ., iii. 11, § 9. * Strom., iv. 9, § 73.
’ hi Luca igitur Evangelium Commentaria edidit Heracleon, etc. (Grat>e, 

Spicil P a ir., ii., p. 83).
10 The second reference by Clement to Heracleon is in the fragment § 25 ; 

but it is doulHcd by apologists (cL Westcott, On the Canon, p. 264). It 
would, however, tend to show that the supposed Commentary could not be 
upon our Luke, as it refers to an apostolic injunction regarding baptism not 
found in our Gospels.
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4 2 * SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

which is merely inferred from references in Origen (c. a . d . 225)  
but of which we have neither earlier nor fuller' information.1 We 
must, however, before leaving this subject, mention that Origen 
informs us that Heracleon quotes from the Preaching of Peter 
(Kt'jpvyfijj. Itirpov, Pradicatio Petri), a work which, as we have 
already several times mentioned, was cited by Clement of Alexan
dria as authentic and inspired Holy Scripture.1

The epoch at which Ptolemseus and HerAcleon flourished would, 
in any case, render testimony regarding our Gospels of little value. 
The actual evidence which they furnish, however, is not of a 
character to prove even the existence of our Synoptics, and 
much less does it in any way bear upon their character or 
authenticity.

A similar question of date arises regarding Celsus, who wrote a 
work entitled Aoyos uA.i/0 >js, True Doctrine, which is no longer 
extant, of which Origen composed an elaborate refutation. The 
Christian writer takes the arguments of Celsus in detail, presenting 
to us, therefore, its general features, and giving many extracts; 
and, as Celsus professes to base much of his accusation upon the 
writings in use amongst Christians, although he does not name a 
single one of them, it becomes desirable to ascertain what those 
works were, and the date at which Celsus wrote. As usual, we 
shall state the case by giving the reasons assigned for an early 
dale.

Arguing against Volkmar and others, who maintain, from a 
passage at the close of his work, that Origen, writing about the 
second quarter of the third century, represents Celsus as his con
temporary, 3 Tischendorf, referring to the passage, which we shall 
give in its place, proceeds to assign an earlier date upon the follow
ing grounds : “ But, indeed, even in the first book, at the com
mencement of the whole work, Origen says : ‘ Therefore, I cannot 
compliment a Christian whose faith is in danger of being shaken 
by Celsus, who yet does not even (ovSi) still (eri) live the common 
life among men, but already and long since 7raAat) is dead.’
....... In the same first book Origen says : ‘ We have heard that there
were two men of the name of Celsus, Epicureans, the first under Nero;

1 Neither of the works, whatever they were, could have been written before 
the end of the second century. Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 22 f., 130 f., 
165 ; Scholten, Die all. Zeugnisse, p. 91 f. ; Ebrard, Evaitg. Gesch., p. 874, 
§ 142 ; I.ipsius, Zeitschr. wise Theol., 1867, p. 81 f.

3 Clem. Al., Strom., vi. 5, § 39, 6, $ 48, 7, § 58, 15, § 128. Dr. Westcott 
says regarding 1’tolemteus: “ Two statements, however, which he makes are 
at variance with the Gospels: that our Lord’s ministry was completed in a 
year ; and that Me continued for eighteen months with His disciples after His 
resurrection ” (On the Canon, p. 268).

3 Volkmar, Dcr Ursprung, p. 80 ; Scholten, Die i i / t  Zeugnisse, p. 99 f.
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this one ’ (that is to say, ours)1 under Hadrian and later.’ It is not 
impossible that Origen mistakes when he identified his Celsus 
with the Epicurean living ‘ under Hadrian and later but it is 
impossible to convert the same Celsus of whom Origen says this 
into a contemporary of Origen. Or would Origen himself, in the 
first book, resilly have set his Celsus ‘under Hadrian (117-138) 
and later,’ yet in the eighth have ssiid : 1 We will wait (about 225) 
to see whether he will still accomplish this design of making 
another work follow ’ ? Now, until some better discovery regarding 
Celsus is attained, it will be well to hold to the old opinion that 
Celsus wrote his book about the middle of the second century, 
probably between 150-160,” etc.1

It is scarcely necessary to point out that the only argument 
advanced by Tischendorf bears solely against the sissertion that 
Celsus was a contemporary of Origen, “ about 225,” and leaves 
the actual date entirely unsettled. He not only admits that the 
statement of Origen regarding the identity of his opponent with 
the Epicurean of the reign of Hadrian “ and later” may be 
erroneous, but he tacitly rejects it, and, having abandoned the 
conjecture of Origen as groundless and untenable, he substitutes 
a conjecture of his own, equally unsupported by reasons, that 
Celsus probably wrote between 150-160. Indeed, he does not 
attempt to justify this date, but arbitrarily decides to hold by it 
until a better can be demonstrated. He is forced to admit the 
ignorance of Origen on the point, and he does not conceal his 
own.

Now it is clear that the statement of Origen in the preface to 
his work, quoted above, that Celsus, against whom he writes, is 
long since dead,3 is made in the belief that this Celsus was the 
Epicurean who lived under Hadrian,a which Tischendorf, although 
he avoids explanation of the reason, rightly recognises to be a 
mistake. Origen undoubtedly knew nothing of his adversary, 
and it obviously follows that, his impression that he is Celsus the 
Epicurean being erroneous, his statement that he was long since 
dead, which is based upon that impression, loses all its value. 
Origen certainly at one time conjectured his Celsus to be the 
Epicurean of the reign of Hadrian, for he not only says so directly 
in the passage quoted, but on the strength of his belief in the 
fact he accuses him of inconsistency. “ But Celsus,” he says, 
“ must be convicted of contradicting himself; for he is discovered 
from other of his works to have been an Epicurean; but here, 
because he considered that he could attack the Word more 
effectively by not avowing the views of Epicurus, he pretends, etc.

* IVatin warden, u. s .w .,  p. 74. 3 Centra Cels., P r a f , § 4.
3 lb ., i. 8.
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....... Remark, therefore, the falseness of his mind,” etc.1 And
from time to time he continues to refer to him as an Epicurean,1 
although it is evident that, in the writing before him, he con
stantly finds evidence that he is of a wholly different school. 
Beyond this belief, founded avowedly on mere hearsay, Origen 
absolutely knows nothing of the personality of Celsus or the 
time at which he wrote,* and he sometimes very naively expresses 
his uncertainty regarding him. Referring in one place to certain 
passages which seem to imply a belief in magic on the part of 
Celsus, Origen adds: “ I do not know whether he is the same 
who has written several books against magic.”'* Elsewhere he 
says: “....... the Epicurean Celsus (if he be the same who com
posed two other books against Christians),” etc.*

Not only is it apparent that Origen knows nothing of the 
Celsus with whom he is dealing, but it is almost impossible 
to avoid the conviction that, during the time he was composing his 
work, his impressions concerning the date and identity of his 
opponent beatme considerably modified. In the earlier portion of 
the first book6 he has heard that his Celsus is the Epicurean of 
the reign of Hadrian; but a little further on? he confesses his 
ignorance as to whether he is the same Celsus who wrote against 
magic, which Celsus the Epicurean actually did. In the fourth 
book,” he expresses uncertainty as to whether the Epicurean 
Celsus had composed the work against Christians which he is 
refuting, and at the close of his treatise he seems to treat him as a 
contemporary. He writes to his friend Ambrosius, at whose 
request the refutation of Celsus was undertaken: “ Know, how
ever, that Celsus has promised to write another treatise after
this one........ If, therefore, he has not fulfilled his promise
to write a second book, we may well be satisfied with the
eight books in reply to his Discourse. If, however, he has
commenced and finished this work also, seek it and send
it in order that we may answer it also, and confute the 
false teaching in it,” etc.’ From this passage, and supported by

1 C f. Contra Ce/s., i. 8.
5 C f. it.,  i. l o ,  21 ; iii. 7 5 , 8 0 ;  iv . 36 .
3 N e a n d e r ,  A '. G., 18 4 2 , i . , p . 2 74 . * Contra Cels., 1. 6 8 .
5 lb., iv . 3 6 . * i .  8 . 1 i .  6 8 . * iv .  36 .
5 "I061 p i r r o i  t r r a y y e \ \6 p i v o r  r i r  K t \ o o r  4 \A o  o irrw yp sa  p*r&  r o v r o  Totij-

a t i v ......... E f  pJkr o l r  owe fyp a ifie r  v r o o x tp e r o s  r t r  Seiircpor \6 y o r ,  e t  fx°*
ipu fT oD ai iifia s roU  S rrw  irpM  rbv  \b~)or a tr o u  iir a y o p t vOfTot 8 l8 \ I o i r. E /  S i 
K dretrov d p fi/A cro t < s\vert\trre , f y n p r o r ,  Kai ri/i</a>r r i  o ty y p a p p a ,  Ir a  ira l r p i s  
/ r t i r o . . . . .  . v r a y o p e i o a r m ,  Kai r i jr  i r  tr e lr ip  \fievSo to (la r  ir a r p 'r f/w p e r -  r.T .X . 
Contra. Ce/s., v iii. 7 6 . We q u o te  a b o v e  th e  r e n d e r in g  o f  th e  p a s s a g e  re fe r re d  
to ,  p . 4 2 2 , u p o n  w h ic h  T is c h e n d o r f  (IVann warden, u. s. 10., p . 7 3  f.) 
in s is ts . W e  m a y  m e n t io n  th a t ,  in  s t r ic tn e s s ,  th e  o r ig in a l  G r e e k  re a d s  : 
“  p r o m is e s ”  in s te a d  o f  “ h a s  p r o m is e d ” ; .........“  d id  n o t  w r i te  ”  in s te a d  o f  “ h a s
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other considerations, Volkmar and others assert that Celsus was 
really a contemporary of Origen.' To this, as we have seen, 
Tischendorf merely replies by pointing out that Origen, in the 
preface, says that Celsus was already dead, and that he was identical 
with the Epicurean Celsus who flourished under Hadrian and 
later. The former of these statements, however, was made under 
the impression that the latter was correct, and, as it is generally 
agreed that Origen was mistaken in supposing that Celsus the 
Epicurean was the author of the A oyos akijdijs, and Tischendorf 
himself admits the fact, the two earlier statements, that Celsus 
flourished under Hadrian, and consequently that he had long been 
dead, fall together, whilst the subsequent doubts regarding his 
identity not only stand, but rise into assurance at the close of 
the work, in the final request- to Ainbrosius.2 There can be no 
doubt that the first statements and the closing paragraphs are 
contradictory, and, whilst almost all critics pronounce against the 
accuracy of the former, the inferences from the latter retain full 
force, confirmed as they are by the intermediate doubts expressed 
by Origen himself.

Even those who, like Tischendorf, in an arbitrary manner 
assign an early date to Celsus, although they do not support their 
conjectures by any satisfactory reasons of their own, all tacitly set 
aside these of Origen.3 It is generally admitted by these, with 
Lardner* and Michaelis,5 that the Epicurean Celsus, to whom 
Origen was at one time disposed to refer the work against 
Christianity, was the writer of that name to whom Lucian, his 
friend and contemporary, addressed his Alexander or Pseudo
mantis, and who really wrote against magic,6 as Origen mentions.?

not w r i t t e n ” ; a n d  “ c o m m e n c e d  a n d  f in ish e d  ’’ in s te a d  o f  “ h a s  c o m m e n c e d  
and f in i s h e d .”  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  m a te r ia l ly  a ffec t th e  a r g u m e n t  o f  
Volkmar.

1 V o lk m a r ,  Der Ursprung, p . 8 0 , cf. 1 6 5 ;  S c h o l te n ,  Die Hit. Zeugnisse, 
p. 100 ;  c f .  R ig g e n b a c h , Die Zcugn. f .  d. Ev. Johann. , p . 8 3  ; U e b e r w e g , 
Grundriss der Geseh. der Philos, des Allertk. , 1 8 6 7 , i . ,  p . 237 .

a Contra Cels. ,  v iii. 76 .
3 K i r c h h o fe r  say s  th a t  O r ig e n  h im s e lf  d o e s  n o t  a s s ig n  a  d a te  to  th e  w o rk  

o f C e l s u s : “  b u t  a s  h e  (C e lsu s )  s p e a k s  o f  th e  M a rc io n i te s ,  h e  m u s t ,  in  a n y  
case, b e  s e t  in  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu ry  ”  (Quellensamm!., p . 3 3 0 , 
anm . 1). L a r d n e r  d e c id e s  th a t  C e lsu s  w ro te  u n d e r  M a rc u s  A u re l iu s ,  a n d  
chooses t o  d a t e  h im  A.i>. 176  ( Works, v i i i . ,  p . 6 ) . B in d e m a n n  d a te s  b e tw e e n  
1 7 0 -1 8 0  (Zeitschr. f . d. Hist. Theol., 1842 , H . 2 , p . 6 0 ,  107 f . ; cf. A n g e r ,  
Synops. Ev. Pro/eg., p . x l . ; M ic h a e lis ,  Einl. N. B ., 1788 , i . ,  p . 41 ; R ig g e n 
bach , Die Zeugn.J. a. Ev. Johan., p . 83  ; Z e lle r ,  Theol. Jahrb., 1845 , p . 0 2 9 ). 
D r. W e s tc o t t  d a te s  C e ls u s  “  to w a rd s  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu ry  ”  (On the 
Canon, p . 3 5 6 ). K e im  d a te s  th e  w o rk  alx>ut A .I). 178 (Celsus' Wahres Wort, 
1873, P- 261  f . ) ; so  a ls o  P e la g a u d ,  Et. stir Cc/sc, 1 8 78 , p . 207  f.

4 Works, v i i i . ,  p . 6 . 5 Einl. N. B., i . ,  p . 4 1 . 6 ifevSb/iafTit, § 21 .
7 Contra Cels., i. 6 8  ; N e a n d c r ,  A". C., i . ,  p . 2 75  ; B a u r ,  K. G., drei erst.

Jahrh., p . 3 83 , a n m . I ; cf. K e im , Celsus’ Wahres Wort, 1873 , p . 2 75  f.
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But although on this account Lardner assigns to him the date of 
a .  i). 176, the fact is that Lucian did not write his Pseudomantis, 
as I^ardner is obliged to admit,1 until the reign of the Emperor 
Commodus ( 1 8 0 - 1 9 3 ) ,  and even upon the supposition that this 
Celsus wrote against Christianity, of which there is not the 
slightest evidence, there would be no ground for dating the work 
before a . d .  1 8 0 .  On the contrary, as Lucian does not in any way 
refer to such a writing by his friend, there would be strong reason 
for assigning the work, if it be supposed to be written by him, to 
a date subsequent to the Pseudomantis. It need not be remarked 
that the references of Celsus to the Marcionites,1 and to the 
followers of Marcellina,3 only so far bear upon the matter as to 
exclude an early date.*

It requires very slight examination of the numerous extracts 
from, and references to, the work which Origen seeks to refute, 
however, to convince any impartial mind that the doubts of Origen 
were well founded as to whether Celsus the Epicurean were really 
the author of the Adyos dAr/fAjs. As many critics of all shades of 
opinion have long since determined, so far from being an Epicu
rean, the Celsus attacked by Origen, as the philosophical opinions 
which he everywhere expresses clearly show', was a Neo-Platonist. 
Indeed, although Origen seems to retain some impression that his 
antagonist must be an Epicurean, as he had heard, and frequently 
refers to him as such, he does not point out Epicurean sentiments 
in his writings, but, on the contrary, not only calls upon him no 
longer to conceal the school to which he belongs and avow' him
self an Epicurean,s but accuses him of expressing views incon
sistent with that philosophy,6 or of so concealing his Epicurean 
opinions that it might be said that he is an Epicurean only in 
name.' On the other hand, Origen is clearly surprised to find 
that he quotes so largely from the writings, and shows such 
marked leaning towards the teaching, of Plato, in which Celsus 
indeed finds the original and purer form of many Christian 
doctrines ;8 and Origen is constantly forced to discuss Plato in 
meeting the arguments of Celsus.

The author of the work which Origen refuted, therefore, instead 
of being an Epicurean, as Origen supposed merely from there 
having been an Epicurean of the same name, was undoubtedly a

1 1Vorks, v i i i . ,  p . 6 ;  cf. B in d e m a n n ,  Zeitsrhr. hist. Theol., 1 8 4 2 , H .  2, 
p .  107.

3 Contra Ce/s., v . 6 2 , v i. 53 , 74 . 3 lb., v . 62 .
4 I rc n re u s  s ay s  th a t  M a rc e l l in a  c a m e  to  R o m e  u n d e r  A n ic e tu s  ( 1 5 7 - 1 6 8 ) ,  a n d

m a d e  m a n y  fo llo w e rs  Her . , i .  2 5 , Si 6  : cf. E p ip h a n iu s ,  liter . , x x v ii.  6 ).
s Contra Cels., iii . 8 0 , iv . 54 . 6 lb . , i. 8 . 7 lb., iv . 54 .
8 lb., i. 3 2 , iii. 6 3 , iv . 5 4 , 55, 8 3 , v i. 1, 6 ,  8 , 9 , 10 , 12, 13 , 15 , 1 6 , 17 , 18 , 

19> 2 0 . 47, v u .  28, 3 1 , 4 2 , 58  ? ., e tc .
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Neo-Platonist, as Mosheim long ago demonstrated, of the school 
of Ammonius, who founded the sect at the close of the second 
century.1 The promise of Celsus to write a second book with 
practical rules for living in accordance with the philosophy he 
promulgates, to which Origen refers at the close of his work, con
firms this conclusion, and indicates a new and recent system of 
philosophy.3 An Epicurean would not have thought of such a 
work—it would have been both appropriate and necessary in con
nection with Neo-Platonism.

We are, therefore, constrained to assign the work of Celsus to 
at least the early part of the third century, and to the reign of 
Septimius Severus. In it, Celsus repeatedly accuses Christians of 
teaching their doctrines secretly and against the law, which seeks 
them out and punishes them with deaths and this indicates a 
period of persecution. Lardner, assuming the writer to be the 
Epicurean friend of Lucian, supposes from this clue that the 
persecution referred to must have been that under Marcus 
Aurelius (t  180), and, practically rejecting the data of Origen him
self, without advancing sufficient reasons of his own, dates Celsus 
a.d. 176.4 As a Neo-Platonist, however, we are more accurately 
led to the period of persecution which, from embers never wholly 
extinct since the time of Marcus Aurelius, burst into fierce flame, 
more especially in the tenth year of the reign of Severus5 (a.d . 
202), and continued for many years to afflict Christians.

It is evident that the dates assigned by apologists are wholly 
arbitrary, and even if our argument for the later epoch were very 
much less conclusive than it is, the total absence of evidence for an 
earlier date would completely nullify any testimony derived from 
Celsus. It is sufficient for us to add that, whilst he refers to 
incidents of Gospel history and quotes some sayings which have 
parallels, with more or less of variation, in our Gospels, Celsus 
nowhere mentions the name of any Christian book, unless we 
except the Book of Enoch ;6 and he accuses Christians, not with
out reason, of interpolating the books of the Sibyl, whose authority, 
he states, some of them acknowledged.7

The last document which we need examine in connection with 
the synoptic Gospels is the list of New Testament and other 
writings held in consideration by the Church, which is generally 
called, after its discoverer and first editor, the Canon of Muratori.

1 Inst. Hist. Eccles., lib. i., sac. i i . ,  p . I ,  c a p .  2 , § 8  ; Dc Rebus Christ., 
sac. i i . ,  § 19 , |  27 .

’ C f. N e a n d e r ,  K. C., i . , p . 2 7 8 .
3 O r ig e n ,  Contra Cels., i. I ,  3 , 7 , v iii. 69 .
4 Works, v i i i . ,  p . 6 . 5 E u s e b . ,  H. E., v i. I ,  2.
6 Contra Cels., v . 5 4 , 55 . 7 lb., v u . 5 3 , 56 .
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This interesting fragment, which was published in 1740 by 
Muratori in his collection of Italian antiquities,' at one time 
belonged to the monastery of Bobbio, founded by the Irish monk 
Columban, and was found by Muratori in the Ambrosian Library 
at Milan in a MS. containing extracts of little interest from writings 
of Eucherius, Ambrose, Chrysostom, and others. Muratori 
estimated the age of the MS. at about a thousand years, but so 
far as we are aware no thoroughly competent judge has since 
expressed any opinion upon the point. The fragment, which is 
defective both at the commencement and at the end, is written in 
an apologetic tone, and professes to give a list of the writings which 
are recognised by the Christian Church. It is a document which 
has no official character, but which merely conveys the private 
views and information of the anonymous writer, regarding whom 
nothing whatever is known. From any point of view, the com
position is of a nature permitting the widest differences of opinion. 
It is by some affirmed to be a complete treatise on the books 
received by the Church, from which fragments have been lost; 
whilst others consider it a mere fragment in itself. It is written 
in Latin, which by some is represented as most corrupt, whilst 
others uphold it as most correct.2 The text is further rendered 
almost unintelligible by every possible inaccuracy of orthography 
and grammar, which is ascribed diversely to the transcriber, to the 
translator, and to both. Indeed, such is the elastic condition of 
the text, resulting from errors and obscurity of every imaginable 
description, that, by means of ingenious conjectures, critics are 
able to find in it almost any sense they desire. Considerable 
difference of opinion exists as to the original language of the 
fragment, the greater number of critics maintaining that the com
position is a translation from the Greek, whilst others assert it to 
have been originally written in Latin.3 Its composition is variously 
attributed to the Church of Africa and to a member of the Church 
in Rome.

The fragment commences with the concluding portion of

1 Antiquil. Ital. Med. slivi, i i i . ,  p . 851 f.
2 V o lk m a r  c o n s id e rs  i t  in  r e a l i ty  th e  re v e rs e  o f  c o r ru p t .  A f te r  a l lo w in g  for

p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  s p e e c h ,  a n d  fo r th e  r e s u l ts  o f  a n  I r i s h - E n g l is h  p ro n u n c ia t io n  by 
th e  m o n k  w h o  t r a n s c r ib e d  i t ,  h e  f in d s  th e  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o r ig in a l  L a t in ,  t h e  o ld  
lingua volgata w h ic h ,  in  th e  R o m a n  p ro v in c e s ,  s u c h  a s  A fr ic a , e t c . , w a s  th e  
w r i t t e n  a s  w e ll a s  th e  s p o k e n  la n g u a g e  (Anhang zu  C r e d n e r ’s  Gcs.h. N . T. 
A'anett, p . 341 f .) .  ,

3 I f  th e  f r a g m e n t ,  a s  th e r e  is  s o m e  re a s o n  to  b e lie v e ,  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  w r i t te n  
in  L a t in ,  i t  fu rn ish e s  e v id e n c e  th a t  i t  w a s  n o t  w r i t t e n  ti l l  th e  t h i r d  c e n tu ry .  
I ) r .  W e s tc o t t ,  w h o  c o n c lu d e s  fro m  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  G o s p e ls ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  
n o t  w r i t t e n  in  A fr ic a ,  a d m its  t h a t  “ T h e r e  is  n o  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  e x is t e n c e  o f  
C h r is t ia n  L a t in  l i te r a tu r e  o u t  o f  A fr ic a  t i l l  a b o u t  th e  c lo se  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  
c e n tu ry .”
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a sentence....... “ quibus tamen tnterjuit et ita posuit”— “ at which
nevertheless he was present, and thus he placed i t ” The MS. 
then proceeds: “ Third book of the Gospel according to Luke. 
Luke, that physician, after the ascension of Christ when Paul took
him with him....... , wrote it in his name as he deemed best (ex
opinion*)—nevertheless he had not himself seen the Lord in the 
flesh—and he too, as far as he could obtain information, also 
begins to speak from the nativity of John.” The text, at the 
sense of which this is a closely approximate guess, though several 
other interpretations might be maintained, is as follows: Tertio 
evangelii librum secundo Lucan Lucas iste mcdicus post ascensum 
Christi cum eo Paulas quasi ut ju ris studiosum secundum adsutn- 
sisset numeni suo ex opinione concribset dominum tamen nec ipse 
vidit in came et idem prout asequi potuit ita et ad nativitate 
Johannis incipet dicere.

The MS. goes on to speak in more intelligible language “ of 
the fourth of the Gospels of John, one of the disciples” (Quarti 
evangeliorum Johannis ex decipolis), regarding the composition of 
which the writer relates a legend, which we shall quote when we 
come to deal with that Gospel. The fragment then proceeds to 
mention the Acts of the Apostles—which is ascribed to Luke—  
thirteen epistles of Paul in peculiar order, and it then refers to an 
Epistle to the Laodiceans and another to the Alexandrians, forged, 
in the name of Paul, after the heresy of Marcion, “ and many 
others which cannot be received by the Catholic Church, as gall 
must not be mixed with vinegar.” The Epistle to the Ephesians 
bore the name of Epistle to the Laodiceans in the list of Marcion, 
and this may be a reference to it.1 The Epistle to the Alex
andrians is generally identified with the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
although some critics think this doubtful, or deny the fact, and 
consider both Epistles referred to pseudographs attributed to the 
Apostle Paul. The Epistle of Jude and two (the second and 
third) Epistles of John are, with some tone of doubt, mentioned 
amongst the received books, and so is the Book of Wisdom. 
The Apocalypses of John and of Peter only are received, but 
some object to the latter being read in church.

The Epistle of James, both Epistles of Peter, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (which is, however, probably that entitled here the Epistle 
to the Alexandrians), and the first Epistle of John are omitted 
altogether, with the exception of a quotation which is supposed 
to be from the last-named Epistle, to which we shall hereafter

' Tertullian, Adv. Marc., v. 17. Hilgenfeld, Der /Canon, p. 42 ; Scholten, 
Die Sit. Zeugnisse, p. 129; Westcott, On the Canon, p. 190, note I. Cf. 
Schnekenbnrger, Beitr. Einl. N . T ., 1832, p. 153 f. It will be remembered 
that reference is made in the Epistle to the Colossians to an Epistle to the 
Laodiceans which is lost (Col. iv. 16).
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refer. Special reference is made to the Shepherd of Hernias, 
regarding which the writer expresses his opinion that it should 
be read privately but not publicly in church, as it can be classed 
neither amongst the books of the prophets nor of the apostles. 
The fragment concludes with the rejection of the writings of 
several heretics.

It is inferred that in the missing commencement of the frag
ment the first two Synoptics must have been mentioned. Tim, 
though of course most probable, cannot actually be ascer
tained, and so far as these Gospels are concerned, therefore, 
the “ Canon of Muratori ” only furnishes conjectural evidence. 
The statement regarding the third Synoptic merely proves the 
existence of that Gospel at the time the fragment was composed, 
and we shall presently endeavour to form some idea of that date. 
Beyond this, the information given does not at all tend to 
establish the unusual credibility claimed for the Gospels. It is 
declared by the fragment, as we have quoted, that the third Synoptic 
was written by Luke, who had not himself seen the Lord, but 
narrated the history as best he was able. It is worthy of remark, 
moreover, that even the Apostle Paul, who took Luke with him 
after the Ascension, had not been a follower of Jesus, nor had 
seen him in the flesh; and certainly he did not, by the showing 
of his own Epistles, associate much with the other Apostles, so 
that Luke could not have had much opportunity while with 
him of acquiring any intimate knowledge of the events of 
Gospel history. It is undeniable that the third Synoptic is not 
the narrative of an eye-witness, and the occurrences which it 
records did not take place in the presence or within the personal 
knowledge of the writer, but were derived from tradition, or from 
written sources. Such testimony, therefore, could not in any case 
be of much service to our third Synoptic; but when we consider 
the uncertainty of the date at which the fragment was composed, 
and the certainty that it could not have been written at an early 
period, it will become apparent that the value of its evidence is 
reduced to a minimum.

We have already mentioned that the writer of this fragment 
is totally unknown, nor does there exist any clue by which 
he can be identified. All the critics who have assigned an 
early date to the composition of the fragment have based their 
conclusion, almost solely, upon a statement made by the author 
regarding the Shepherd of Hermas. He says : “ Hermas in truth 
composed the Shepherd very recently in our times in the 
city of Rome, the Bishop Pius his brother, sitting in the 
chair of the church of the city of Rome. And, therefore, it 
should indeed be read, but it cannot be published in the 
church to the people, neither being among the prophets, whose
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number is complete, nor amongst the apostles in the latter
days.”1

Muratori, the discoverer of the MS., conjectured for various 
reasons, which need not be here detailed, that the fragment was 
written by Caius the Roman Presbyter, who flourished at the end 
of the second (<•. a.d. 196) and beginning of the third century, and 
in this he was followed by a few others.2 The great mass of 
critics, however, have rejected this conjecture, as they have 
likewise negatived the fanciful ascription of the composition by 
Simon de Magistris to Papias of Hierapolis,3 and by Bunsen to 
Hegesippus.4 Such attempts to identify the unknown author are 
obviously mere speculation, and it is impossible to suppose that, 
had Papias, Hegesippus, or any other well-known writer of the 
same period composed such a list, Eusebius could have failed to 
refer to it, as so immediately relevant to the purpose of his work. 
Thiersch even expressed a suspicion that the fragment was a 
literary mystification on the part of Muratori himself.5

The mass of critics, with very little independent consideration, 
have taken literally the statement of the author regarding the 
composition of the Shepherd “ very recently in our times” 
(nuperrime temporibus nostris), during the Episcopate of Pius (a.d. 
142-157), and have concluded the fragment to have been written 
towards the end of the second century, though we need scarcely 
say that a few writers would date it even earlier. On the other 
hand, and we consider with reason, many critics, including men 
who will not be accused of opposition to an early Canon, assign 
the composition to a later period, between the end of the second 
or beginning of the third century, and some even to the fourth 
century.

When we examine the ground upon which alone an early date 
can be supported, it becomes apparent how slight the foundation is. 
The only argument of any weight is the statement with regard to 
the composition of the Shepherd; but, with the exception of the few 
apologists who do not hesitate to assign a date totally inconsistent 
with the state of the Canon described in the fragment, the great 
majority of critics feel that they are forced to place the composition 
not earlier than the end of the second century, at a period when

1 “ Pastorcm vcro nuperrime temporibus nostris in urbe Kama Herma con- 
scripsit sedente cathedra urbis Rotate ecclesiit Pio episcopus fratre ejus et ideo 
legi eum quident oportet se pub/icare vero in ecr/esiapoputo neque inter prophe/as 
comptetum numero neqtte inter apostotos in fine temporum potest."

1 Antiq. Ital., iii., p. 854 f . ; Gallandi, Bib/. Vet. Pair., 1788, ii., p. xxxiii.; 
Freindaller, apud Routh, Re/. Saer., i., p. 401 ; cf. Hefele, Pair. Ap. Pro/eg. , 
p. lxiii.

3 Daniel secundum LXX. 1772 ; Dissert., hr., p. 467 f.
4 Analecta Ante-Nic., 7854, i., p. 125 ; Hippolytus and his Age, i., p. 314.
5 Versuch, u. s. w ., p. 387.
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the statements in the fragment may better agree with the 
actual opinions in the Church, and yet sufficiently accord with 
the expression, “ very recently in our times,” as applied to the 
period of Pius of Rome, 142-157. It must be evident that, taken 
literally, a very arbitrary interpretation is given to this indication, 
and in supposing that the writer may have appropriately used the 
phrase thirty or forty years after the time of Pius, so much license 
is taken that there is absolutely no reason why a still greater 
interval may not be allowed. With this sole exception, there is 
not a single word or statement in the fragment which would 
oppose our assigning the composition to a late period of the third 
century. Volkmar has very justly pointed out, however, that in saying 
“ very recently in our times ” the writer merely intended to distin
guish the Shepherd of Hermas from the writings of the Prophets 
and Apostles: It cannot be classed amongst the Prophets whose 
number is complete, nor amongst the Apostles, inasmuch as it was 
only written in our post-apostolic time. 'Phis seems an accurate 
interpretation of the expression, which might with perfect propriety 
be used a century after the time of Pius. We have seen that there 
has not appeared a single trace of any Canon in the writings 
of the Fathers whom we have examined, and that the Old 
Testament has been the only Holy Scripture they have acknow
ledged; and it is therefore unsafe, upon the mere interpre
tation of an elastic phrase, to date this anonymous fragment 
earlier than the very end of the second or beginning of the third 
century, and it is still more probable that it was not written until 
an advanced period of the third century. The expression used 
with regard to Pius, “ Sitting in the chair of the Church,” is quite 
unprecedented in the second century or until a very much later 
date. It is argued that the fragment is imperfect, and that 
sentences have fallen out; and in regard to this, and to the 
assertion that it is a translation from the Greek, it has been well 
remarked by a writer whose judgment on the point will scarcely be 
called prejudiced : “ If it is thus mutilated, why might it not also 
be interpolated ? If, moreover, the translator was so ignorant of 
I^atin, can we trust his translation? and what guarantee have we 
that be has not paraphrased and expanded the original ? The 
force of these remarks is peculiarly felt in dealing with the 
paragraph which gives the date. The Pastor of Hermas was not 
well known to the Western Church, and it was not highly 
esteemed. It was regarded as inspired by the Eastern, and read 
in the Eastern Churches. We have seen, moreover, that it was 
extremely unlikely that Hermas was a real personage. It would 
be, therefore, far more probable that we have here an interpolation, 
or addition by a member of the Roman or African Church, 
probably by the translator, made expressly for the purpose of
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Serving as proof that the Pastor of Hernias was not inspired. The 
paragraph itself bears unquestionable marks of tampering,”1 etc.
It would take us too far were we to discuss the various statements 
of the fragment as indications of date, and the matter is not of 
sufficient importance. It contains nothing involving an earlier 
date than the third century.

The facts of the case may be briefly summed up as folldws, so faf 
as our object is concerned. The third Synoptic is mentioned by 
a totally unknown writer, at an unknown, but certainly not 
ttarly, date^in all probability during the third century—in a 
fragment which we possess in a very corrupt version, much 
open to suspicion of interpolation in the precise part from which 
the early date is inferred. The Gospel is attributed to Luke, who 
was not one of the followers of Jesus, and of whom it is expressly 
said that “ he himself had not seen the Lord in the flesh,” but 
wrote “ as he deemed best (e.v opinione),” and followed his history 
as he was able (et idem prout aset/ui potuit).’ If the fragment of 
Muratori, therefore, even came within our limits as to date, its evi
dence would be of no value, for, instead of establishing the trustworthi
ness and absolute accuracy of the narrative of the third Synoptic, 
it distinctly tends to discredit it, inasmuch as it declares it to be 
the composition of one who undeniably was not an eye-witness of 
the miracles reported, but collected his materials as best he could 
long after their supposed occurrence. 3

We may now briefly sum up the results of our examination of 
the evidence for the synoptic Gospels. After having exhausted 
the literature and the testimony bearing on the point, we have not 
found a single distinct trace of any of those Gospels, with the 
exception of the third, during the first century and a half after the 
death of Jesus. Only once during the whole of that period do 
we find even a tradition that any of our Evangelists composed a 
Gospel at all, and that tradition, so far from favouring our 
Synoptics, is fatal to the claims of the first and second. Papias, 
about the middle of the second century, on the occasion to which

1 Donaldson, H ilt. Chr. Lit. and Do</r., iti., p. 202.
J The passage is freely rendered thus by Dr. Weslcott : “ The Gospel of 

St. Luke, it is then said, stands third in order (in the Canon), having been 
written by ‘ Luke the physician,’ the companion of St. Paul, who, not Ijeing 
himself an eye-witness, l«sed his narrative on such information as he could 
obtain, beginning from the birth of John” (On the Canon, p. 187).

J We do not propose to consider the Ophites and Pcratici, obscure Gnostic 
sects towards the end of the second century. There is no direct evidence 
regarding them, and the testimony of writers in the third century, like Hippo- 
lytus, is of no value for the Gospels, l-'urther on, in connection with the 
Acts of the Apostles, we shall stale reasons for ascribing a late date for the 
composition of the third Gospel.

2 K
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we refer, records that Matthew composed the Discourses of the 
Ixird in the Hebrew tongue, a statement which totally excludes 
the claim of our Greek Gospel to apostolic origin. Mark, he said, 
wrote down from the casual preaching of Peter the sayings and 
doings of Jesus, but without orderly arrangement, as he was not 
himself a follower of the Master, and merely recorded what fell 
from the Apostle. This description, likewise, shows that our 
actual second Gospel could not, in its present form, have been the 
work of Mark. There is no other reference during the period to 
any writing of Matthew or Mark, and no mention at all of any 
work ascribed to Luke. The identification of Marcion’s Gospel 
with our third Synoptic proves the existence of that work before 
a.d. 140; but no evidence is thus obtained either as to the 
author or the character of his work ; but, on the contrary, the 
testimony of the great heresiarch is so far unfavourable to that 
Gospel, as it involves a charge against it of being interpolated and 
debased by Jewish elements. The freedom with which Marcion 
expurgated and altered it clearly shows that he did not regard it 
either as a sacred or canonical work. Any argument for the mere 
existence of our Synoptics based upon their supposed rejection by 
heretical leaders and sects has the inevitable disadvantage that the 
very testimony which would show their existence would oppose 
their authenticity. There is no evidence of their use by heretical 
leaders, however, and no direct reference to them by any writer, 
heretical or orthodox, whom we have examined. If it be con
sidered that the Diatessaron of Tatian is based upon our Synoptics, 
all that is established by the fact is their existence about the last 
quarter of the second century, and no appreciable addition is 
made to our knowledge of their authorship. It is unnecessary to 
add that no reason whatever has been shown for accepting the 
testimony of these Gospels as sufficient to establish the reality of 
miracles and of a direct Divine Revelation.1 It is not pretended 
that more than one of the synoptic Gospels was written by an 
eye-witness of the miraculous occurrences reported ; and, whilst no 
evidence has been, or can be, produced even of the historical 
accuracy of the narratives, no testimony as to the correctness of 
the inferences from the external phenomena exists, or is now even 
conceivable. The discrepancy between the amount of evidence 
required and that which is forthcoming, however, is greater than, 
under the circumstances, could have been thought possible.

1 A comparison of lliu contents of the three Synoptics would have con
firmed this conclusion ; hut this is not at present necessary.
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PART III.
— • —

T H E  F O U R T H  G O SPE L  

CHAPTER I.

THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE

We shall now examine, in the same order, the withesses already 
cited in connection with the Synoptics, and ascertain what 
evidence they furnish for the date and authenticity of the fourth 
Gospel.

Apologists do not even allege that there is any reference to the 
fourth Gospel in the so-called Epistle of Clement of Rome to the 
Corinthians.'

A few critics3 pretend to find a trace of it in the Epistle of 
Barnabas, in the reference to the brazen Serpent as a type of 
Jesus. Tischendorf states the case as follows :—

“ And when in the same chapter xii. it is shown how Moses, in 
the brazen serpent, made a type of Jesus ‘ who should suffer (die) 
and yet himself make alive,’ the natural inference is that Barnabas 
connected therewith John iii. 14 f., even if the use of this passage 
in particular cannot be proved. Although this connection cannot 
be affirmed, since the author of the Epistle, in this passage as in 
many others, may be independent, yet it is justifiable to ascribe

' Ur. Westcolt, however, cannot resist the temptation to press Clement 
into service. He says : “ In other passages it is possible to trace the influence 
of St. John, * The blood of Christ hath gained for the whole world the offer of 
the grace of repentance.’ 1 Through Him we look steadfastly on the heights 
of heaven; through Him we view as in a glass (irovTpt$6fxtt)a) His spot
less and most excellent visage; through Him the eyes of our heart 
were open ; through Him our dull and darkened understanding is 
quickened with new vigour on turning to his marvellous light.’ ” He does not 
indicate more clearly the nature and marks of the “ influence” to which he refers. 
As he also asserts that the Epistle “ affirms the teaching of St. Paul and SL 
James,” and that the Epistle to the Hebrews is “  wholly transfused into 
Clement’s mind,” such an argument does not require a single remark (On the 
Canon, p. 23 f.).

1 Lardner, Ur. Westcolt, and others, do not refer to it at all.
4 3 5
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the greatest probability to its dependence on the passage in 
John, as the tendency of the Epistle in no way required a 
particular leaning to the expression of John. The dispropor
tionately more abundant use of express quotations from the Old 
Testament in Barnabas is, on the contrary, connected most 
intimately with the tendency of his whole composition.”1

It will be observed that the suggestion of reference to the fourth 
Gospel is here advanced in a very hesitating way, and does not 
indeed go beyond an assertion of probability. We might, there
fore, well leave the matter without further notice, as the reference 
in no case could be of any weight as evidence. On examination of 
the context, however, we find that there is every reason to conclude 
that the reference to the brazen serpent is made direct to the Old 
Testament. The author, who delights in typology, is bent upon 
showing that the cross is prefigured in the Old Testament. He 
gives a number of instances, involving the necessity for a display 
of ridiculous ingenuity of explanation, which should prepare 
us to find the type of the brazen serpent naturally selected. 
After pointing out that Moses, with his arms stretched out 
in prayer that the Israelites might prevail in the fight, was a 
type of the cross, he goes on to say : “ Again Moses makes a type 
of Jesus, that he must suffer and himself make alive (kuI c u t -o s  

fcixnrou/crei), whom they will appear to have destroyed, in a 
figure, while Israel was falling ” ,2 and connecting the circumstance 
that the people were bit by serpents and died with the trans
gression of Eve by means of the serpent, he goes on to narrate 
minutely the story of Moses and the brazen serpent, and then 
winds up with the words: “ Thou hast in this the glory of 
Jesus; that in him are all things and for him.”3 No one can read 
the whole passage carefully without seeing that the reference is 
direct to the Old Testament. There is no ground for supposing 
that the author was acquainted with th.e fourth Gospel.

To the Shepherd of Hermas Tischendorf devotes only two lines, 
in which he states that “ it has neither quotations from the Old nor 
from the New Testament.” Dr. VVestcott makes the same state
ment,-* but, unlike the German apologist, he proceeds subsequently 
to affirm that Hermas makes “ clear allusions to St. John,” which 
few or no apologists support. This assertion he elaborates and 
illustrates as follows :—

“ The view which Hermas gives of Christ’s nature and work is 
no less harmonious with apostolic doctrine, and it offers striking 
analogies to the Gospel of St. John. Not only did the Son 
1 appoint angels to preserve each of those whom the Father gave

1 II aim tviirJcli, n. s. w ., 96 f.
3 Ch. xii.; cf. lleb. ii. 10) Rom. xi, 36.

11 Ch. xii.
* Oh the Canon, p. 175.
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to him,’ but ‘ He himself toiled very much and suffered very
much to cleanse our sins....... And so when he himself had
cleansed the sins of the people, he showed them the paths of life 
by giving them the Law which he received from his Father.’1 He 
is ‘ a Rock higher than the mountains, able to hold the whole 
world; ancient, and yet having a new gate.’3 ‘ His name is great 
and infinite, and the whole world is supported by him. ’3 ‘ He is
older than Creation, so that he took counsel with the Father about 
the creation which he made.’'* 1 He is the sole way of access to 
the Lord; and no one shall enter in unto him otherwise than by 
his Son.’ ”s

This is all Dr. Westcott says on the subject.6 He does not 
attempt to point out any precise portions of the fourth Gospel with 
which to compare these “ striking analogies,” nor does he produce 
any instances of similarity of language, or of the use of the same 
terminology as the Gospel in this apocalyptic allegory. It is 
clear that such evidence could in no case be of any value for the 
fourth Gospel.

When we examine more closely, however, it becomes certain 
that these passages possess no real analogy with the fourth Gospel, 
and were not derived from it. There is no part of them that has 
not close parallels in writings antecedent to our Gospel, and there 
is no use of terminology peculiar to it. The author does not even 
once use the term Logos. Dr. Westcott makes no mention of the 
fact tlrat the doctrine of the Logos and of the pre-existence of 
Jesus was enunciated long before the composition of the fourth 
Gospel, with almost equal clearness and fulness, and that its 
development can be traced through the Septuagint translation, the 
“ Proverbs of Solomon,” some of the Apocryphal works of the Old 
Testament, the writings of Philo, the Apocalypse, and the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, as well as the Pauline Epistles. To any one who 
examines the passages cited from the work of Hermas, and still 
more to any one acquainted with the history of the Logos 
doctrine, it will, we fear, seem wasted time to enter upon any 
minute refutation of such imaginary “ analogies.” We shall, how
ever, as briefly as possible refer to each passage quoted.

The first is taken from an elaborate similitude with regard to 
true fasting, in which the world is likened to a vineyard, and, in 
explaining his parable, the Shepherd says: “ God planted the 
vineyard ; that is, he created the people and gave them to his Son : 
and the Son appointed his angels over them to keep them : and he 
himself cleansed their sins, having suffered many things and 
endured many labours.........He himself, therefore, having cleansed

' Stmil., t. 6. 3 Id., ix. 2, 12. a Id., ix. 14.
4 Id., ix. 12, quoted above. 5 Id., ix. 12. 6 On tht Canon, p. 177 f.
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the sins of the people, showed them the paths of life by giving 
them the Law which he received from his Father.”1

It is difficult indeed to find anything in this passage which is in 
the slightest degree peculiar to the fourth Gospel, or apart from 
the whole teaching of the Epistles, and more especially the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. We may point out a few passages for 
comparison: Heb. i. 2-4; ii. 10-11; v. 8 -9 ; vii. 12, 17-19;
viii. 6-10;  x. 10-16; Romans viii. 14-17; Matt. xxi. 33; Mark 
xii. 1 ; Isaiah v. 7, liii.

The second passage is taken from a similar parable on the 
building of the Church : (a) “ And in the middle of the plain he 
showed me a great white rock which had risen out of the plain, 
and the rock was higher than the mountains, rectangular so as to 
be able to hold the whole world, but that rock was old, having a 
gate (irilA?/) hewn out of it, and the hewing out of the gate (m'X 17) 
seemed to me to be recent.”3 Upon this rock the tower of the 
Church is built. Further on an explanation is given of the simili
tude, in which occurs another of the passages referred to. (ft) 
“ This rock (rr'npa) and this gate (tn'A.9) are the Son of God. 
‘ How, Lord,’ I said, ‘ is the rock old and the gate new?* 
‘ Listen,’ he said, ‘and understand, thou ignorant man. (y) 
The Son of God is older than all of his creation (o j i iv  vlo? 
roP dtov Tramp rrjs ktIo-ods aiVou Trpoytvtortpos toTtv), so that 
he was a councillor with the Father in his work of creation; and 
for this is he old.’ (8) ‘ And why is the gate new, Lord?’ I 
said. ‘ Because,’ he replied, ‘ he was manifested in the last days 
(or’ err̂ aroM’ Tori' rjfupoiv) of the dispensation; for this cause 
the gate was made new, in order that they who shall be saved 
might enter by it into the kingdom of God. ’ ”3

And a few lines lower down the Shepherd further explains, 
referring to entrance through the gate, and introducing another of 
the passages cited : («) “ ‘ In this way,’ he said, ‘ no one shall enter 
into the kingdom of God unless he receive his holy name. If, 
therefore, you cannot enter into the City unless through its gate, 
so also,’ he said, ‘a man cannot enter in any other way into the
kingdom of God than by the name of his Son beloved by him ’.......
‘and the gate (irvXij) is the Son of God. This is the one entrance 
to the Lord.’ In no other way, therefore, shall any one enter in 
to him, except through his Son.”4

With regard to the similitude of a rock, we need scarcely 
say that the Old Testament teems with it; and we need not point 
to the parable of the house built upon a rock in the first Gospel.5

1 SinnV., v. 6. * //>., ix. 2.
3 l b . ,  ix. 12. Philo represents the Logos as a rock ( ir^ T p a ) ,  Quod del. 

potion insid., § 31, Mangey, i. 213.
4 Sim il., ix. 12, 5 Matt. vii. 24.
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A more apt illustration is the famous saying with regard to Peter: 
“ And upon this rock (irtrpa) I will build my Church,” upon 
which, indeed, the whole similitude of Hernias turns; and in 
1 Cor. x. 4 we read: “ For they drank of the Spiritual Rock 
accompanying them ; but the Rock was Christ ” (9 tit pa tJij 
0 Xpurros). There is no such similitude in the fourth Gospel 
at all.

We then have the “ gate,” on which we presume Dr. Westcott 
chiefly relies. The parable in John x. 1-9 is quite different from 
that of Hermas,1 and there is a persistent use of different 
terminology. The door into the sheepfold is always &vpa, the 
gate in the rock always iruArj. “ I am the door ”a (iyw <i/xt y 
dvpa) is twice repeated in the fourth Gospel. “ The gate is the 
Son of God ” (17 6 vtbs rov &tov etrrlv) is the declaration of
Hermas. On the other hand, there are numerous passages, else
where, analogous to that in the Shepherd of Hermas. Every one 
will remember the injunction in the Sermon on the Mount: Matt, 
vii. 13, 14. “ Enter in through the strait gate (m'Arj), for wide
is the gate (n -vh y ),  etc., 14. Because narrow is the gate ( i r v k y )  and 
straitened is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it.”3 The limitation to the one way of entrance into the 
kingdom of God, “ by the name of his Son," is also found every
where throughout the Epistles, and likewise in the Acts of the 
Apostles; as, for instance, Acts iv. 12: “ And there is no 
salvation in any other: for neither is there any other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.”

The reasons given why the rock is old and the gate new ( y ,  8) 
have anything but special analogy with the fourth Gospel. We 
are, on the contrary, taken directly to the Epistle to the Hebrews 
in which the pre-existence of Jesus is prominently asserted, arid 
between which and the Shepherd, as in a former passage, we find 
singular linguistic analogies. For instance, take the whole opening 
portion of Heb. i. 1 : “ God having at many times and in many 
manners spoken in times past to the fathers by the prophets, 
2. At the end of these days ( fir ’ iayarav tmv 1jfitpwv tovtmy) 
spake to us in the Son whom he appointed heir (xAj/pot'opos)4 
of all things, by whom he also made the worlds, 3. Who being

1 Cf. Heb. ix. 24, 11-12, etc. * John x. 7, 9.
3 Compare the account of the new Jerusalem, Rev. xxi. 12 f. ; cf. xxii. 

4 , 14. In Sim//, ix. 13 it is insisted that, to enter into the kingdom, not only 
“ his name” must be home, but that we must put on certain clothing.

4 We may remark that in the parable Hermas speaks of the son as the heir 
(<rX4por<fi«), and of the slave—who is the true son—also as co-heir 
(ffvyiXfpoi’iipor), and a few lines below the passage alxive quoted, of the 
heirship (xXi)poKo/tIar). This is another indication of the use of this Epistle, 
the peculiar expression in regard to the son “  whom he appointed licit 
{ickriporifio!) of all things” occurring here (cf. S i mi/., v. 2, 6).
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the brightness of his glory and the express image of his substance, 
upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had made 
by himself a cleansing of our sins sat down at the right hand of 
Majesty on high, 4. Having become so much better than the 
angels,”1 etc.; and if we take the different clauses we may also 
find them elsewhere constantly repeated, as for instance: (y) 
The son older than all his creation: compare 2 Tim. i., 9, Col.
i. 15 (“ who is....... the first bom of all creation”—5s i<m r........
jt/owtotokos ttoot/s kt«t€(us), 16, 17, 18, Rev. iii. 14, x. 6. The 
works of Philo are full of this representation of the Logos. For 
example : “ For the Word of God is over all the universe, and 
the oldest and most universal of all things created ” (k<u 6 
Aoyos Si too Oeov iortpavoi i-avros tori too Kotrftov, real irpar. 
/Jothtos «ai yevucturaros i w  o<ra ytyovt).2 Again, as to the 
second clause, that he assisted the Father in the work of creation, 
compare Heb. ii. 10, i. 2, xi. 3, Rom. xi. 36, 1 Cor. viii. 6, 
Col. i 15, 16.3

The only remaining passage is the following: “ The name of 
the Son of God is great and infinite, and supports the whole world.” 
For the first phrase, compare 2 Tim. iv. r8, Heb. i. 8 ; and for 
the second part of the sentence, Heb. i. 3, Col. i. 17, and many 
other passages quoted above.4

The whole assertion5 is devoid of foundation, and might well 
have been left unnoticed. The attention called to it, however, 
may not be wasted in observing the kind of evidence with which 
apologists are compelled to be content.

It would scarcely be necessary to refer to The Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles in connection with the fourth Gospel, for no 
critic that we are aware of has claimed that it contains any

1 Ileb. i. I f.
1 I.eg. Al/eg., iii., § 61, Mangey, i., p. I2J ; cf. De Confus. Ling., § 28, 

Mang., i., p. 427, § 14, i t . ,  i., p. 414; De Profugis, § 19, M ang., i. 561 ; 
De Caritate, $ 2, Mang., ii. 385, etc. The Ixigos is constantly called by 
Philo “  the first-begotten of God ” (xpurhyovoi Geoo \ ir y o t) ; “  the most 
ancient son of God ” (xpeapuraros vltn Grot").

3 Cf. Philo, Leg. AlUg., iii., § 31, Mangey, i. 106; De Cherutim, § 35, 
Mang., i. 162, etc.

4 Cf. Philo, De Profugis, § 20, Mangey, i. 562 ; Frag. Mangey, ii. 635: 
De Somniis, i.. Si 41, Mang., i. 656.

5 Dr. Westcott also says: “  In several places also St. John’s teaching on ‘the 
T ru th ’ lies at the ground of Hennas’ words,” and in a  note he refers to 
"M a u d .  iii. — I John ii. 27 ; iv. 6 ,” without specifying any passage of the 
book (On the Canon, p. 176, and note 4). Such unqualified assertions 
unsupported by any evidence cannot be too strongly condemned. Dr. 
W estcott’s own words may be quoted against him self: “ It is impossible to 
exaggerate the mischief done by these vague general statements, which 
produce a permanent impression wholly out of proportion with the minute 
element of truth which is hidden in them ” (On the Canon, 4th ed., 
p. 156, n. I).
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quotation from that Gospel; but a few consider that in parts 
it exhibits a Johannine spirit which seems to indicate at least 
acquaintance with the fourth Gospel. This is said to be chiefly 
or only found in the Eucharistic prayers of the Didache ix. and x., 
and it may, therefore, be well to say a few words on the subject. 
In x. 2, the principal passage, we read : “ We thank thee, holy 
Father, for thy holy name which thou hast caused to dwell 
(KaTarKijvMras) in our hearts.” This verse is supposed by those 
who entertain the Johannine theory to be connected with John i. 14: 
“The Word dwelt (lo-Krp’wnv) amongst us,” and reliance is 
specially placed on the use of this verb—not a very strong basis 
upon which to rest such a theory. Dr. Taylor has pointed out, 
however, that instead of there bein^ no precedent for the transitive 
sense of the Greek word Karoo-kjjvocu, to make to dwell, it is found 
in the Septuagint version of Jeremiah vii. 12 : “ But go ye now 
unto my place which was in Shiloh, where I caused my name to 
dwell (of KOTVTKi'jVuxTa to  hvofia fiov (K(t Sfarpotr&tv),1 It is all 
the more appropriate to find this passage in Jeremiah, as the 
germ of the “ Two Ways,” from which the Didache has grown, 
is also derived from the same prophet, xxi. 8. A similar phrase 
occurs in Neh. ii. 9, “ and will bring them unto the place 
that I have chosen to cause my name to dwell there ”
(KareoTCJjviixrai t o  ovoful fiov (K(l).

With regard to the Eucharistic prayer which we have quoted, 
Dr. Taylor says: “ The Thanksgiving opens with a simple 
Hebraism”;2 and, treating generally of the Eucharistic passage of 
the Didache, Mr. Rendel Harris has rightly and ably pointed out: 
“The prayers arc full of reminiscence of the Jewish Passover 
ritual, and capable of direct illustration from the Jewish Service- 
books of the present day; and even in those parts of the thanks
giving where no direct parallel can be made the language of the 
teaching is utterly Jewish. Take, for example, the rule of prayer 
given in Berachoth f. 40 b : ‘All blessing in which there is no
mention of the Name is not a blessing’;....... And the ‘ Name’ is
found in the expression, ‘ Thy holy Name which thou hast 
caused to dwell in our hearts.’ Nothing could be more evidently 
Jewish.”’

This practically disposes of the allegation which we are examin
ing, and, for the rest, if this anonymous work had really any 
reminiscences of the fourth Gospel, which can fully be denied, 
these could do nothing to establish its authenticity or value as 
testimony for miracles.

Tischendorf points out two passages in the Epistles of pseudo-

' The Teaching o f the Twelve Apostles, p. 73 f.
2 //>., p. 73. 3 The Teaching of the Apostles, p. 89.
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Ignatius which, he considers, show the use of the fourth Gospel.' 
They are as follows—Epistle to the Romans vii.: “ I desire the 
bread of God, the bread of heaven, the bread of life, which is 
the flesh of Jesus Christ the son of God, who was bom at a later 
time of the seed of David and Abraham ; and I desire the drink 
of God (irofia Otov), that is his blood, which is love incorruptible, 
and eternal life ” (dcvvuov fun/).3 This is compared with John vi. 4 1:
“ I am the bread which came down from heaven,” 48....... “ I am
the bread of life,” 51........ “ And the bread that I will give is my
flesh 54. “ He who eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood
hath everlasting life ” alwviov). Scholten has pointed out that 
the reference to Jesus as “ bom of the seed of David and Abra
ham ” is not in the spirit of the fourth Gospel; and the use of 
vn fia  deov for the troo-is of vi. 55, and atvmos (imj instead of fun/ 
auovioi, are also opposed to the connection with that Gospel.3 
On the other hand, in the institution of the Supper, the bread is 
described as the body of Jesus, and the wine as his b lood; and 
reference is made there, and elsewhere, to eating bread and drinking 
wine in the kingdom of God,4 and the passage seems to be nothing 
but a development of this teaching.3 Nothing could be proved by 
such an analogy.

The second passage referred to by Tischendorf is in the Epistle 
to the Philadelphians v ii.: “ For if some would have led me astray 
according to the flesh, yet the Spirit is not led astray, being from 
God, for it knoweth whence it cometh and whither it goeth, and 
detecteth the things that are hidden.”6 Tischendorf considers that 
these words are based upon John iii. 6-8, and the last phrase, 
“ And detecteth the hidden things,” upon verse 20. The sense of 
the Epistle, however, is precisely the reverse of that of the Gospel, 
which reads: “The wind bloweth where it listeth; and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth; so is every one that is bom of the Spirit ” J whilst the 
Epistle does not refer to the wind at all, but affirms that the 
Spirit of God does know whence it cometh, etc. The analogy in 
verse 20 is still more remote : “ For every one that doeth evil 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be detected.”8 In 1 Cor. ii. 10 the sense is found more closely: 
“ For the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, even the deep things of 
G o d . I t  is evidently unreasonable to assert from such a passage

1 ll'nnit warden, u. s. w ., p. 22 f. Lttcke does not attach much weight to 
any of the supposed allusions in these Epistles(Comm. E v .J o h .,  i., p. 43 : 
cf. Sanday, Gospels in  See. Ceu., p. 273 f.).

3 A d  Rom., vii. 3 Die tilt. Zeugnisse, p. 54.
* Matt. xxvi. 26-29 ! Mark xiv. 22-25 > Luke xxii. 17-20; 1 Cor. xi. 23-25 ; 

cf. Luke xiv. 15.
5 Cf. Scholten, Die all. Zeuptisse, p. 54. 6 A d Philade/ph., vii,
3 John iii. 8. 8 John iii. 20. 9 I Cor. ij. 10.
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the use of the fourth Gospel. Even Tischendorf recognises that 
in themselves the phrases which he points out in Pseudo-Ignatius 
could not, unsupported by other corroboration, possess much 
weight as testimony for the use of our Gospels. He says: “Were 
these allusions of Ignatius to Matthew and John a wholly isolated 
phenomenon, and one which perhaps other undoubted results of 
inquiry wholly contradicted, they would hardly have any con
clusive weight. But------Dr. Westcott says : The “ Ignatian
writings, as might be expected, are not without traces of the influence 
of St. John. The circumstances in which he was placed required a 
special enunciation of Pauline doctrine; but this is not so expressed 
as to exclude the parallel lines of Christian thought. Love is ‘ the 
stamp of the Christian ’ {A d Magn. v.). ‘ Faith is the beginning
and love the end of life ’ {Ad Ephes. xiv.). 1 Faith is our guide 
upward ’ (draywytus), but love is the road that ‘ leads to G od1 
{AdEph. ix.). ‘The Eternal {atSios) Word is the manifestation 
of God’ {AdM agn. viii.), ‘ the door by which we come to the 
Father’ {A d Philad. ix., cf. John x. 7), ‘and without Him we have 
not the principle of true life ’ {Ad Trail, ix. : of giopls rb aXy/Oivov 
{yv ovk t\o/uv. cf. A d Eph. i i i .: ’I.X. to d8id.Kpi.Tov i)pd>v (yv). 
The true meat of the Christian is the ‘ bread of God, the bread of 
heaven, the bread of life, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ,’ and 
his drink is ‘ Christ’s blood, which is love incorruptible ’ {A d Rom. 
vii., cf. John vi. 32 , 51, 53). He has no love of this life; ‘ his love 
has been crucified, and he has in him no burning passion for the 
world, but living water (as the spring of a new life), speaking 
within him, and bidding him come to his Father’ {Ad Rom. 1. c.). 
Meanwhile his enemy is the enemy of his Master, even the ‘ ruler 
of this age ’ {A d Rom. 1. c., 6 np-gmv tov a’unvos tovtov. Cf. John 
xii. 31, xvi. 11 : 6 dp^wv tov noo-pov tovtov and see 1 Cor. ii. 
6, 82).”

Part of these references we have already considered; others of 
them really do not require any notice, and the only one to 
which we need direct our attention for a moment may be the 
passage from the Epistle to the Philadelphians ix., which reads: 
“ He is the Door of the Father, by which enter in Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob and the prophets, and the apostles, and the Church.” ' 
This is compared with John x. 7. “ Therefore said Jesus again : 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the Sheep ” (*y<*> 
«/** 1) Ovjxi tmv irpofSdriov). We have already referred, a few 
pages back/ to the image of the door. Here again it is obvious 
that there is a marked difference in the sense of the Epistle from

1 iVann w urdm , u. s. to., p. 23.
’ Westcott, On the Canon, p. 32 f., and notes. Wc have inserted in the text 

the references given in the notes.
3 A d Philad., ix. * T. 438 f.
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that of the Gospel. In the latter Jesus is said to be the door into 
the S h eep fo ld w h ilst in the Epistle he is the door into the 
Father, through which not only the patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles enter, but also the Church itself. Such distant analogy 
cannot warrant the conclusion that the passage shows any acquain
tance with the fourth Gospel. As for the other phrases, they are 
not only without special bearing upon the fourth Gospel, but they 
are everywhere found in the canonical Epistles, as well as else
where. Regarding love and faith, for instance, compare Gal. v. 6, 
14, 22; Rom. xii. 9, 10, viii. 39, xiii. 9 ;  1 Cor. ii. 9, viii. 3; 
Ephes. iii. 17, v. t, 2, vi. 23 ; Philip, i. 9, ii. 2; 2 Thess. iii. 5 ; 1 
Tim. i. 14, vi. 11; 2 Tim. i. 13 ; Heb. x. 38 f., xi., etc.

We might point out many equally close analogies in the works 
of Philo," but it is unnecessary to do so, although we may indicate 
one or two which first present themselves. Philo equally has 
“ the Eternal Logos ” (o dittos Aoyos),3 whom he represents as the 
manifestation of God in every way. “ The Word is the likeness of 
God, by whom the universe was created ” (Adyos Si h m v  tUi-tv 
OfoS, Si’ of> <nyuras 6 soayios iSijfiiovpyaTo).* He is “ the vice
gerent ” (inrapx&i) of God,5 “ the heavenly incorruptible food of 
the soul,” “ the bread (apros) from heaven.” In one place he
says : “ and they who inquired what is the food of the soul........
learnt at last that it is the word of God, and the Divine Logos........
This is the heavenly nourishment, and it is mentioned in the holy
Scriptures....... saying, ‘ Lo ! I rain upon you bread (opros) from
heaven’ (Exod. xvi. 4). ‘This is the bread (apros) which the 
Lord has given them to eat ’ ” (Exod. xvi. 15).® And again: “ For 
the one indeed raises his eyes towards the sky, contemplating the 
manna, the divine Word, the heavenly incorruptible food of the long
ing soul.”? Elsewhere : “....... but it is taught by the Hierophant
and Prophet Moses, who will say: ‘This is the bread (apr&i), the 
nourishment which God gave to the soul ’—-that he offered his 
own Word and his own Logos; for this is bread (apros) which he

1 Compare the whole passage, John x. 1-16.
* Philo’s birth is dated at least twenty to thirty years l>efore our era, and his 

death about A. I). 40. His principal works were certainly written before his 
embassy to Caius. DShne, Gesth. D arste ll. j i id .  alex. R elig ion s-P h ilo s., 1834, 
1 ahth., p. 98, anm. 2; Delaunay, P h ilon  d 'A le x a n d r ie , 1867, p. 11 f. ; Ewald, 
Gesth. a. V. I s r .,  vi., p. 239; Gfrdrcr, Gesth. ties U rch risten th u m s, i., p. 5, 
p. 37 f., p. 45-

3 Peplant. Noe, § 5, Mang., i. 332 ; De Mundo, 5 2, Mang., ii. 604.
* De Monarthia, ii., § 5 ; Mang., ii. 225.
5 De Agrieult., 8 12, Mang., i. 308 ; De Somniis, i., § 41, Mang., i. 656 ; 

cf. Coloss. i. 15; Heb. i. 3 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4.
6 De Profugis, § 25, Mang., i. 566.
7 Quis rerum D iv. Herts., § 15, Mang., i. 484  ; Quoddel. fo tio ri insitL, 

§ 31, Mang., L 213.
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has given us to eat, this is the Word ( t o  prj/M).”' He also says : 
“ Therefore he exhorts him that can run swiftly to strive with 
breathless eagerness towards the Divine Word, who is, above all 
things, the fountain of Wisdom, in order that, by drinking of the 
stream, instead of death he may for his reward obtain eternal 
life.”2 It is the Logos who guides us to the Father, God “ by the 
same Logos both creating all things and leading up (avaywv) the 
perfect man from the things of earth to himself.”3 These are very 
imperfect examples, but it may be asserted that there is not a 
representation of the Logos in the fourth Gospel which has not 
close parallels in the works of Philo.

We have given these passages of the Pseudo-Ignatian Epistles 
which are pointed out as indicating acquaintance With the fourth 
Gospel, in order that the whole case might be stated and 
appreciated. The analogies are too distant to prove anything, but 
were they fifty times more close, they could do little or nothing to 
establish an early origin for the fourth Gospel, and nothing at all 
to elucidate the question as to its character and authorship.4 The 
Epistles in which the passages occur are spurious, and of no value 
as evidence for the fourth Gospel. Only one of them is found in 
the three Syriac Epistles. We have already stated the facts 
connected with the so-called Epistles of Ignatius,5 and no 
one who has attentively examined them can fail to see that the 
testimony of such documents cannot be considered of any historic 
weight, except for a period when evidence of the use of the fourth 
Gospel ceases to be of any significance.

It is not pretended that the so-called Epistle of Polycarp to the 
Philippians contains any references to the fourth Gospel. Tischen- 
dorf, however, affirms that it is weighty testimony for that 
Gospel, inasmuch as he discovers in it a certain trace of the first 
“ Epistle of John and, as he maintains that the Epistle and the 
Gospel are the works of the same author, any evidence for the one 
is at the same time evidence for the other.6 We shall hereafter 
consider the point of the common authorship of the Epistles 
and fourth Gospel, and here confine ourselves chiefly to 
the alleged fact of the reference. The passage to which 
Tischendorf alludes we subjoin, with the supposed parallel in the 
Epistle.

1 Leg. Alleg., iii., § 60, Mang., i. 121 ; cf. i t . ,  §§ 61, 62.
’ De Profugis, § iS, Mang., i. 560.
3 De Satrif. Abetis et Caini, 8 3 ; Mang., i. 165.
* In general the Epistles follow the Synoptic narratives, and not the account 

of the fourth Gospel. See, for instance, the reference to the anointing of Jesus, 
Ad Eph. xvii., cf. Matt. xxvi. 7 f. ; Mark xiv. 3 f., cf. John xii. 1 f.

5 P. 158 f.
6 IVann wuracn, u. s. w ., p. 24 f.
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EPISTLE OK l ’OLYCARP, V II.
For whosoever doth not confess 

that Jesus Christ hath come in the 
flesh is Antichrist, and whosoever 
doth not confess the martyrdom of 
the cross is of the devil, and whoso
ever doth pervert the oracles of the 
Lord to his own lusts, and saith that 
there is neither resurrection nor 
judgment, he is a firstborn of Satan.

lia r  yip , is  hr nrj SpioXoyrj, ’Iyoour 
Xpiorir tr  <ra/Mcl IXpXvOirau, irrl-  
X/h<jt(Sj ionr- Kal 8j hr prj opoXoyjj 
ri> paprvpior tov <rroiipov, iiir too 1 
SiafSAXou itrrlr' sal 8s hr peOoSevji rh 
Xiyia tov Kvplov Tpin rhs filar twi9 v- 
ftlat, sal \ iy e i pipe drhoT ounr p ip t 
k pic iv, out os TporrtrroKis to  t i  too 
S a r a r a .

i  E p i s t l e  o k  J o h n ,  i v . 3 .
And every spirit that confesseth not 

the Lord Jesus come in the flesh is not 
of God, and this is the (spirit) of Anti
christ of which ye have heard that it 
comelh, and now already it is in the 
world.

Kal t o t  irrevpa 5 prj opoXoyti 
'lrioovr Kupior ir  (rapid (XpXvOora, (r 
t o v  9 t  ou  o v k  f o r i r ,  sal t o v t S  i e r r i r  rh  
t o v  d r T i x p h r r o v ,  f  T t  d x - p K O a p iv  I n  
tpX*T<u, Kal r ir  i r  t £  riapup iv r ir  i fa .1

'l’his passage does not occur as a quotation, and the utmost 
that can be said of the few words with which it opens is that a 
phrase somewhat resembling, but at the same time materially 
differing from, the Epistle of John Is interwoven with the text of 
the Epistle to the Philippians. If this were really a quotation from 
the canonical Epistle, it would indeed be singular that, considering 
the supposed relations of Polycarp and John, the name of the 
apostle should not have been mentioned, and a quotation have 
been distinctly and correctly made. On the other hand, there is 
no earlier trace of the canonical Epistle, and, as Volkmar argues, 
it may be doubted whether it may not rather be dependent on the 
Epistle to the Philippians, than the latter upon the Epistle of 
John.3

We believe, with Scholten, that neither is dependent on the 
other, but that both adopted a formula in use in the early Church

* We give the text of the Sinaitic Codex as the most favourable. A great 
majority of the other MSS., and all the more important, present very marked 
difference from this reading. [In reference to this, Ur. Weslcott has the 
following note in the 4th edition of his work, On the Canon, p. 5°. n. 2 : “  The 
author of Supernatural Religion gives (ii., p. 268) a good example of the 
facility with which similar phrases are mixed up, when, with the Greek text of 
St. John before him, he quotes as ‘ I John iv. 3,’ xal r i r  rrevna, k. r. X. (quot
ing the passage in the text above). Is this also taken from an apocryphal 
writing ?” No, as was clearly stated in the note, it is taken from the Codex 
Sinaitic us. Dr. Westcott ought to have observed this. At the end o f  his 
volume, in a page of “ addenda,” he says : “ I should have added that the 
singular combination of phrases which is quoted is taken from Cod. Sin. The 
words, as they stand, are liable to be misunderstood.” In this he does himself 
injustice. It would not be easy to misunderstand the sarcastic question, and 
still less the curious addition made when his mistake was pointed out to him. ]

3 Volkmar, Dcr Ursprung, p. 48 f.
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against various heresies,1 the superficial coincidence of which is 
without any weight as evidence for the use of either Epistle by 
the writer of the other. Moreover, it is clear that the writers refer 
to different classes of heretics. Polycarp attacks the Docefce who 
deny that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, that is with a 
human body of flesh and blood; whilst the Epistle of John is 
directed against those who deny that Jesus who has come in the 
flesh is the Christ the Son of God.3 Volkmar points out that in 
Polycarp the word “ Antichrist ” is made a proper name, whilst in 
the Epistle the expression used is the abstract “ Spirit of Anti- 
Christ.” Polycarp, in fact, says that whoever denies the flesh of 
Christ is no Christian but anti-Christ, and Volkmar finds this 
direct assertion more original than the assertion of the Epistle : 
“ Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God,”3 etc. In any case it seems to us clear that in both 
writings we have only the independent enunciation, with decided 
difference of language and sense, of a formula current in the 
Church, and that neither writer can be held to have originated the 
condemnation, in these words, of heresies which the Church had 
begun vehemently to oppose, and which were merely an 
application of ideas already well known, as we see from the 
expression of the Epistle in reference to the Spirit of Antichrist, 
“of which ye have heard that it cometh.” Whether this phrase be 
an allusion to the Apocalypse xiii., or to 2 Thess. ii., or to 
traditions current in the Church, we need not inquire; it is 
sufficient that the Epistle of John avowedly applies a prophecy 
regarding Antichrist already known amongst Christians, which was 
equally open to the other writer, and probably familiar in the 
Church. This cannot under any circumstances be admitted as 
evidence of weight for the use of the first Epistle of John. 
There is no evidence of the existence of the Epistles ascribed 
to John previous to this date, and their origin would have to be 
established on sure grounds before the argument we are con
sidering can have any value.

On the other hand, we have already seen* that there is strong 
reason to doubt the authenticity of the Epistle attributed to l’oly- 
caq>, and certainty that in any case it is, in its present form, 
considerably interpolated. Even if genuine in any part, the use 
of the first Epistle of John, if established, could not be of much 
value as testimony for the fourth Gospel, of which the writing does

1 Scholten, Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 45 f.; cf. Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 48 f.j 
cf. Irenneus, Adv. fher. , i. 24, § 4 ;  pseudo- Ignatius, A d  Sm ym ., v., vi.

1 Scholten, Die ii It. Zeugnisse, p. 46 f.; Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 48 f.; 
cf. 1 John ii. 22 ; iv. 2, 3 ; v. 1, 5 f.

3 Volkmar, Der Ursprung, p. 49 f.; Scholten, Die alt. Zeugnisse, p. 46 f.
4 I’. 1 7 5  f-
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hot show a trace. So far from there being any evidence that 
Polycarp knew the fourth Gospel, however, everything points to 
the opposite conclusion. About a .d . 154-155 we find them 
taking part in the Paschal controversy,1 contradicting the state
ments of the fourth Gospel,2 and supporting the Synoptic view, 
contending that the Christian festival should be celebrated on the 
14th Nisan, the day on which he affirmed that the Apostle John 
himself had observed i t 3 Irenreus, who represents Polycarp as 
the disciple of John, says of him : “ For neither was Anicetus able 
to persuade Polycarp not to observe it (on the 14th) because he 
had always observed it with John the disciple of our Lord, and 
with the rest of the apostles with whom he c o n so r te d .N o t  
only, therefore, does Polycarp not refer to the fourth Gospel, but 
he is, on the contrary, an important witness against it as the work 
of John, for he represents that apostle as practically contradicting 
the Gospel of which he is said to be the author.

The fulness with which we have discussed the character of the 
evangelical quotations of Justin M artyr renders the task of ascer
taining whether his works indicate any acquaintance with the 
fourth Gospel comparatively easy. The detailed statements 
already made enable us without preliminary explanation directly to 
attack the problem, and we are freed from the necessity of making 
extensive quotations to illustrate the facts of the case.

Whilst apologists assert with some boldness that Justin made 
use of our Synoptics, they are evidently, and with good reason, 
less confident in maintaining his acquaintance with the fourth 
Gospel. Dr. Westcott states : “ His references to St. John are 
uncertain; but this, as has been already remarked, follows from 
the character of the fourth Gospel. It was unlikely that he should 
quote its peculiar teaching in apologetic writings addressed to 
Jews and heathens; and at the same time he exhibits types of 
language and doctrine which, if not immediately drawn from St. 
John, yet mark the presence of his influence and the recognition 
of his authority.”3 This apology for the neglect of the fourth

1 The date has, hitherto, generally been fixed at A .n . 160, but the recent 
investigations referred to, p. 175 f., have led to the adoption of this earlier 
date, and the visit to Rome must, therefore, probably have taken place 
just after the accession of Anicetus to the Roman bishopric (cf. Lipsius, 
Zeitschr. w. Theol., 1874, p. 205 f.).

2 John xiii. I, xvii. 28, xix. 14, 31 ; cf. Matt. xxvi. 17 ; Mark xiv. 12; 
Luke xxii. 8.

3 Cf. Iren reus, Ach'. ffatr., iii. 3, § 4 ; Eusebius, H. E ., iv. 24, v. 24.
* Eusebius, H. E . , v. 24.
5 On the Canon, p. 145. In a note Dr. Westcott refers to Crcdner, 

Beitriige, i., p. 253 f. Crcdner, however, pronounces against the use of the 
fourth Gospel by Justin. Dr. Westcott adds the singular argument : “ Justins 
acquaintance with the Valenlinians proves that the Gospel could not have
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Gospel illustrates the obvious scantiness of the evidence furnished 
by Justin.

Tischendorf, however, with his usual temerity, claims Justin as 
a powerful witness for the fourth Gospel. He says : “ According 
to our judgment there are convincing grounds of proof for the fact 
that John also was known and used by Justin, provided that 
unprejudiced consideration be not made to give way to 
antagonistic predilection against the Johannine Gospel.” In order 
fully and fairly to state the case which he puts forward, we shall 
quote his own words, but to avoid repetition we shall permit our
selves to interrupt him by remarks and by parallel passages from 
other writings for comparison with Justin. Tischendorf says: 
“ The representation of the person of Christ, altogether peculiar to 
John, as it is given particularly in his prologue i. 1 (‘ In the begin
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God’), and verse 14 (‘and the word became flesh’), in the 
designation of him as Logos, as the word of God, unmistakably 
re-echoes in not a few passages in Justin; for instance: ‘ And 
Jesus Christ is alone the special Son begotten by God, being his 
Word and first-begotten and power.’ ”■

With this we may compare another passage of Justin from the 
second Apology. “ But his son, who alone is rightly called Son, 
the Word before the works of creation, who was both with him and 
begotten when in the beginning he created and ordered all things 
by him,”2 etc.

Now the same words and ideas are to be found throughout the 
Canonical Epistles and other writings, as well as in earlier works. 
In the Apocalypse,3 the only book of the New Testament men
tioned by Justin, and which is directly ascribed by him to John,'* 
the term Logos is applied to Jesus “ the Lamb ” (xix. 13); “ and 
his name is called the Word of God ” (kgu k I k \ tjt<u  t o  ovo/ia avrou 
0 Adyos too Otov). Elsewhere (iii. 14) he is called “the Begin
ning of the Creation of God ” (rj dpx7) TV'i Kfurttos tov Otov); 
and again in the same book (i. 5) he is “ the first-begotten of the

been unknown to him ” (Dial. 35). We have already proved that there is no 
evidence that Valentinus and his earlier followers knew anything of our 
Synoptics, and we shall presently show that this is likewise the case with the 
fourth Gospel.

1 IVann wurdtti, u. s. w ., p. 32. Kai ’IijffoCr XpiorS5 pd>ros ISltoi viir r̂ j 9eip 
yty im fra i, Abyot aiWov vripxior sal xpurbroKOt (cat Svrapit. Apo/., i. 23.

2 'O SI eios (Kfivou, i  pMvor \eybp.evoi tcvpiui vlSs, 6 Adyos xpb Tun* xonjpdruy, 
rat avfuv Kal ytyvwpevm, Ste T7]y dpxrjr Si abrov xdrra Iktutc sat (\6opyot.
Apo/., ii. 6.

3 Written c. A.I). 68-69; Credner, Einl. N . T ., i., p. 704 f. ; BeitrUge, ii., 
p. 294 ; LUcke, Comm. Offenb. Job., 1852, ii., p. 840 ff. ; E v/M , Jabrb. bibl. 
l i ’iss. , 1852-53, p. 182 ; Gcsch. d. V. Isr., vi., p. 643, etc.

4 Dial. 81.
2 0
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dead ” (6 nyxororoKos Tali' vtK/xav). In Heb. i. 6 he is the 
“ first-born ” (irptaroroKos), as in Coloss. i. 15 he is “ the first-bom 
of every creature ” (irptororoKos wdtrtji Krlcrcm) ; and in 1 Cor. 
i. 24 we have: “ Christ the Power of God and the Wisdom of 
God ” (Xpurrov 6tov 8vvap.1v Kal Otoi a-cxftiav), and it will be 
remembered that “ Wisdom ” was the earlier term which became 
an alternative with “ Word ” for the intermediate Being. In Heb.
i. 2 God is represented as speaking to us “ in the Son....... by
whom he also made the worlds ” (tv ul«p,.......81 of <cai erolrpm
roils aialms). In 2 Tim. i. 9 he is “ before all worlds ” (*y» 
\p o v iov aliovLiav), cf. Heb. i. io, ii. 10, Rom. xi. 36, 1 Cor. viii. 
6, Ephes. iii. 9.

The works of Philo are filled with similar representations of the 
Logos, but we must restrict ourselves to a very few. God as a 
Shepherd and King governs the universe, “ having appointed his 
true Logos, his first begotten Son, to have the care of this sacred 
flock, as the Vicegerent of a great King.”1 In another place Philo 
exhorts men to strive to become like God’s “ first begotten Word ” 
(tov irputroyovov avrov Aoyov),*  and he adds, a few lines further 
o n : “ for the most ancient Word is the image of God ” (6eov 
ya p  e’lKttiv Aoyos 6 TtpccrfivTaTOs). The high priest of God in 
the world is “ the divine Word, his first-begotten son ” (6 
jr/KUTo-yovos ain-ov 0  tiers Aoyos).3 Speaking of the creation 
of the world, Philo says : “ The instrument by which it was formed 
is the Word of God ” (opyavov Si A o yo v  Otov, 81’ of
xaTto-Ktvdtr&ri).« Elsewhere : “ For the word is the image of God 
by which the whole world was created ” (Aoyov Si 
iiKtov dfov, 81’ of irvpiras o Kocrpxrs i&r)p.iovpydTo).s These
passages might be indefinitely multiplied.

Tischendorfs next passage i s : “ The first power (Svvapts) 
after the Father of all and God the Lord, and Son, is the Word 
(Logos); in what manner having been made flesh (crapKinronjOtls) 
he became man, we shall in what follows relate.”6

We find everywhere parallels for this passage without seeking 
them in the fourth Gospel. In 1 Cor. i. 24, “ Christ the Power 
(Svvapi'i) of God and the Wisdom of God cf. Heb. i. 2, 3, 4, 
6, 8 ; ii. 8. In Heb. ii. 14-18 there is a distinct account of his 
becoming flesh; cf. verse 7. In Phil. ii. 6 -8 : “ Who (Jesus

1 ........rpoarpahiitrot tA» ipSbr aAroa A6yov, Tpvr/rforov vliv, t i  n j r
i-Ti/jJXfiar ttJ; lepat ro a n jt dyeXi/t old « t  yarydXoa paaiXiwi Brapxot S iaSe(m u.
De Agricult., § 12, Mang., i. 308.

* Dc Confus. ling., § 28, Mang., i. 427, cf. § 14, i i . , i. 414; cf. D t M igrat. 
Abrahami, 1, Mang., i. 437 ; cf. Heb. i. 3 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4.

3 Dc Somniis, i., § 37, Mang.,i. 653. 4 Dc Cherubim, § 35, Mang., i. 162.
5 Dc Monorchia, ii., § j, Mang., ii. 225.
6 tVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 32 (Apol., i. 32).
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Christ) being in the form of God, deemed it not grasping to be 
equal with God (7), But gave himself up, taking the form of a 
servant, being made in the likeness of men,” etc. In Rom. viii. 3 
we have: “ God sending his own Son in the likeness of the flesh 
of sin,” etc. (6 0 its  rov cavrov vlbv ircp\j/a.<s ev opouopaTi crapicbs 
ipaprias). It must be borne in mind that the terminology of 
John i. 14, “ and the word became flesh” (<rap£ lyivero) is 
different from that of Justin, who uses the word crapico7ro«j<?«s\ 
The sense and language here is, therefore, quite as close as that 
of the fourth Gospel. We have also another parallel in 1 Tim. iii. 
16, “ Who (God) was manifested in the flesh ” (os i^avtpuiOt) tv  
(rapid) ; cf. I Cor. XV. 4, 47.

In like manner we find many similar passages in the works of 
Philo. He says, in one place, that man was not made in the 
likeness of the most high God the Father of the universe, but in 
that of the “ Second God who is his Word ” (a\Xa irpbs rhi' 
Scvrtpov 0c6v, os «rriv iKtivav Aoyos).1 In another place the 
Logos is said to be the interpreter of the highest God, and he 
continues: “ that must be God of us imperfect beings ” (OiVos 
yap ijpuiv T&iv drcAdiv av tit] Otos).’ Elsewhere he says :
“ But the divine Word which is above these (the Winged
Cherubim)........but being itself the image of God, at once the
most ancient of all conceivable things, and the one placed nearest 
to the only true and absolute existence without any separation or 
distance between them ”;5 and a few lines further on he explains 
the cities of refuge to be : “ The word of the Governor (of all 
things) and his creative and kingly power, for of these are the 
heavens and the whole world.”* “ The Logos of God is above all 
things in the world, and is the most ancient and the most universal 
of all things which are.”5 The Word is also the “ Ambassador 
sent by the Governor (of the universe) to his subject (man) ” 
(Tpta-fitvTrps Si rov iqyepjovos irpbs to vn-r/Koov).6 Such views of 
the Logos are everywhere met with in the pages of Philo.

Tischendorf continues: “ The Word (Logos) of God is his 
Son.”? We have already in the preceding paragraphs abundantly 
illustrated this sentence, and may proceed to the next: “ But 
since they did not know all things concerning the Logos, which is

1 Philo, Fragm., i., ex. Euseb., Prcepar. Evang., vii. 13, Mang., ii. 625 ; cf. 
De Semnits, i., § 41, Mang., i. 656; Leg. Al/eg., ii., § 21, i i . ,  i. 83.

3 Leg. A/leg., iii., § 73, Mang., i. 128.
3 De Profugis, § 19, Mang., i. 561. * lb ., $ 19.
5 K al i  A /ryot 44 too 9cov vrcpi.ru ra rrb t i e n  rov ebcfxov, xal TptaSvTaroi 

eal yevinirraToi tu t  6<ra ycyorc. Leg. Alleg., iii., §61, Mang., i. 121 ; cf. De 
Somniis, i., § 41, Mang., i. 656.

6 Quis rerum div. Heres., § 42, Mang., i. 501.
7 'O Ktrym Si rov 6cov iaTir 4  i/14» avrov. (Apol. , i. 63).
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Christ, they have frequently contradicted each other.”1 These 
words are used with reference to lawgivers and philosophers. 
Justin, who frankly admits the delight he took in the writings of 
Plato2 and other Greek philosophers, held the view that Socrates 
and Plato had, in an elementary form, enunciated the doctrine of 
the Logos,3 although he contends that they borrowed it from the 
writings of Moses ; and with a largeness of mind very uncommon 
in the early Church, and, indeed, we might add, in any age, he 
believed Socrates and such philosophers to have been Christians, 
even although they had been considered Atheists.* As they did 
not, of course, know Christ to be the Logos, he makes the asser
tion just quoted. Now, the only point in the passage which 
requires notice is the identification of the Logos with Jesus, which 
has already been dealt with, and, as this was asserted in the 
Apocalypse xix. 13, before the fourth Gospel was written, no 
evidence in its favour is deducible from the statement. We shall 
have more to say regarding this presently.

Tischendorf continues: “ But in what manner, through the 
Word of God, Jesus Christ our Saviour has become flesh, ”s etc.

It must be apparent that the doctrine here is not that of the 
fourth Gospel which makes “ the word become flesh ” simply, 
whilst Justin, representing a less advanced form, and more uncer
tain stage, of its development, draws a distinction between the 
Logos and Jesus, and describes Jesus Christ as being made flesh 
by the power of the Logos. This is no accidental use of words, 
for he repeatedly states the same fact, as for instance: “ But why 
through the power of the Word, according to the will of God the 
Father and Lord of all, he was bom a man of a Virgin,”6 etc.

Tischendorf continues: “ To these passages out of the short 
second Apology we extract from the first (cap. 33)7 By the 
Spirit, therefore, and power of God (in reference to Luke i. 
35 : 4 The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee ’) we have nothing else to under
stand but the Logos, which is the first-bom of God.”8

Here again we have the same difference from the doctrine of the 
fourth Gospel which we have just pointed out, which is, however,

1 ’ExfiSi) Si oil irdvro tA tov Aiyov eyrupurar, 5 s io n  Xpuxris, ral f'rarrla 
iavroit toXXoms etror. Apol., ii. IO.

2 Apol., ii. 12; cf. Dial. 2 f. 3 lb ., i. 60, etc.; cf. 5. 4 lb ., i. 46.
3 IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 32. aXX’ Sr rp&ror Sti. Abyov ffeov oapKoronf&fis 

’Ir/oovs Xpurrbt 6 Xarrip iipiwr, k.t.X. Apol., i. 66.
6 Apol., i. 46.
i This is an error. Several of the preceding passages are out of the first 

Apology. No references, however, are given to the source of any of them. 
We have added them.

8 IVann warden, a. s. w ., p. 32 (Apol., i. 33).
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completely in agreement with the views of Philo, and charac
teristic of a less developed form of the idea. We shall further 
refer to the terminology hereafter, and meantime we proceed 
to the last illustration given by Tischendorf.

“ Out of the Dialogue (c. 105): ‘For that he was the only- 
begotten of the Father of all, in peculiar wise begotten of him as 
Word and Power (Svvafus), and afterwards became man through 
the Virgin, as we have learnt from the Memoirs, I have already 
stated.”1

The allusion here is to the preceding chapters of the Dialogue, 
wherein, with special reference (c. 100) to the passage which has a 
parallel in Luke i. 35, quoted by Tischendorf in the preceding 
illustration, Justin narrates the birth of Jesus.

This reference very appropriately leads us to a more general 
discussion of the real source of the terminology and Logos 
doctrine of Justin. We do not propose, in this work, to enter 
fully into the history of the Logos doctrine, and we must confine 
ourselves strictly to showing, in the most simple manner possible, 
that not only is there no evidence whatever that Justin derived his 
ideas regarding it from the fourth Gospel, but that, on the con
trary, his terminology and doctrine may be traced to another 
source. In the very chapter (100) from which this last 
illustration is taken, Justin shows clearly whence he derives the 
expression, “ only-begotten. In chap. 97 he refers to the Ps. 
xxii. (Sept, xxi.) as a prophecy applying to Jesus, quotes the whole 
Psalm, and comments upon it in the following chapters; refers to 
Ps. ii. 7 : “ Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee,” 
uttered by the voice at the baptism, in ch. 103, in illustration of 
it; and in ch. 105 he arrives, in his exposition of it, at verse 20: 
“ Deliver my soul from the sword, and my2 only-begotten 
(jiovoytvi)) from the hand of the dog.” Then follows the 
passage we are discussing, in which Justin affirms that he has 
proved that he was the only-begotten (/towytwjs) of the Father, 
and at the close he again quotes the verse as indicative of his 
sufferings. The Memoirs are referred to in regard to the fulfilment 
of this prophecy, and his birth as man through the Virgin. The 
phrase in Justin is quite different from that in the fourth Gospel, 
i. 14 : “ And the Word became flesh (<rap£ tytvero) and tabernacled 
among us, and ye beheld his glory, glory as of the only-begotten 
from the Father ” (a>s fwvoyivox's irapo. jra-r/jos), etc. In Justin, he 
is “ the only-begotten of the Father of all ” (/roi'oytidjs ry Ilarpl 
rwv ok<uv), and he “ became man (avOpxiwros ytvopxvoi) through the 
Virgin,” and Justin never once employs the peculiar terminology 
of the fourth Gospel, <rap£ eyevero, in any part of his writings.

1 IVann wurden, u. s. w . , p. 32 (Dial. c. Tryph., 105).
3 This should probably be “ thy.”
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There can be no doubt that, however the Christian doctrine of 
the Logos may at one period of its development have been 
influenced by Greek philosophy, it was in its central idea mainly 
of Jewish origin, and the mere application to an individual of a 
theory which had long occupied the Hebrew mind. After the 
original simplicity which represented God as holding personal 
intercourse with the Patriarchs, and communing face to face with 
the great leaders of Israel, had been outgrown, an increasing 
tendency set in to shroud the Divinity in impenetrable mystery, 
and to regard him as unapproachable and undiscemible by man. 
This led to the recognition of a Divine representative and sub
stitute of the highest God and Father, who communicated with 
his creatures, and through whom alone he revealed himself. A 
new system of interpretation of the ancient traditions of the nation 
was rendered necessary, and in the Septuagint translation of the 
Bible we are fortunately able to trace the progress of the theory 
which culminated in the Christian doctrine of the Logos. 
Wherever in the sacred records God has been represented as 
holding intercourse with man, the translators either symbolised the 
appearance or interposed an angel, who was afterwards understood 
to be the Divine Word. The first name under which the Divine 
Mediator was known in the Old Testament was Wisdom (Stnfna), 
although in its Apocrypha the term Logos was not unknown. 
The personification of the idea was very rapidly effected, and in 
the Book of Proverbs, as well as in the later Apocrypha based 
upon it (the Wisdom of Solomon, and the Wisdom of Sirach, 
“ Ecclesiasticus ”) we find it in ever-increasing clearness and con
cretion. In the School of Alexandria the active Jewish intellect 
eagerly occupied itself with the speculation, and in the writings of 
Philo especially we find the doctrine of the Logos—the term 
which by that time had almost entirely supplanted that of 
Wisdom—elaborated to almost its final point, and wanting little 
or nothing but its application in an incarnate form to an individual 
man to represent the doctrine of the earlier Canonical writings of 
the New Testament, and notably the Epistle to the Hebrews— 
the work of a Christian Philo'—the Pauline Epistles, and lastly 
the fourth Gospel.

In Proverbs viii. 22 f. we have a representation of Wisdom 
corresponding closely with the prelude to the fourth Gospel, and 
still more so with the doctrine enunciated by Justin: “ 22. The 
Lord created me the Beginning of his ways for his works. 23.

'  E w a ld  fre e ly  re c o g n is e s  th a t  th e  a u th o r  o f  th is  E p i s t le ,  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  A. D. 
6 6 , t r a n s fe r re d  P h ilo ’s d o c t r in e  o f  th e  L o g o s  to  C h r is t ia n i ty .  A p o llo s ,  w h o m  
h e  c o n s id e rs  i t s  p ro b a b le  a u th o r ,  im p r e g n a te d  th e  A p o s t le  P a u l  w i th  t h e  
d o c tr in e  (Gesch. des. V. h r . ,  v i . ,  p . 4 7 4  f . ,  p . 6 3 $  f. ; Das Sendschr. an  d. 
Hcbrder, p . 9  f . ).
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Before the ages he established me, in the beginning before he 
made the earth. 24. And before he made the abysses, before the 
springs of the waters issued forth. 25. Before the mountains 
were settled, and before all the hills he begets me. 26. The Lord 
made the lands, both those which are uninhabited and the 
inhabited heights of the earth beneath the sky. 27. When he
prepared the heavens I was present with him, and when he
set his throne upon the winds, 28, and made strong the high 
clouds, and the deeps under the heaven made secure, 29, and 
made strong the foundations of the earth, 30, I was with him 
adjusting, I was that in which he delighted; daily I rejoiced in 
his presence at all times.”1 In the Wisdom of Solomon we
find the writer addressing God : ix. 1....... “ Who madest all things
by thy Word ” (o ironjo-as to  s-aira cV Aoyw a-ov) • and further on
in the same chapter, v. 9 : “ And Wisdom was with thee who
knoweth thy works, and was present when thou madest the world, 
and knew what was acceptable in thy sight, and right in thy 
commandments.” In verse 4 the writer prays: “ Give me
Wisdom that sitteth by thy thrones ” (Aos fioi -rrjv rd v  <ro>v Opovwv 
raptSpov <r<xf>tav). In a similar way the son of Sirach makes 
Wisdom say (Eccles. xxiv. 9): “ He (the Most High) created me 
from the beginning before the world, and as long as the world I 
shall not fail.” We have already incidentally seen how these 
thoughts grew into an elaborate doctrine of the Logos in the works 
of Philo.

Now Justin, whilst he nowhere adopts the terminology of the 
fourth Gospel, and nowhere refers to its introductory condensed 
statement of the Logos doctrine, closely follows Philo and, like 
him, traces it back to the Old Testament in the most direct way, 
accounting for the interposition of the divine Mediator in 
precisely the same manner as Philo, and expressing the views 
which had led the Seventy to modify the statement of the 
Hebrew original in their Greek translation. He is, in fact, 
thoroughly acquainted with the history of the Logos doctrine and 
its earlier enunciation under the symbol of Wisdom, and his 
knowledge of it is clearly independent of, and antecedent to, the 
statements of the fourth Gospel.

Referring to various episodes of the Old Testament in which 
God is represented as appearing to Moses and the Patriarchs, and 
in which it is said that “ God went up from Abraham,”2 or “ The 
Lord spake to Moses,”3 01" “ The Lord came down to behold the 
town,”* etc., or “ God shut Noah into the ark,”3 and so on, 
Justin warns his antagonist that he is not to suppose that “ the

■ P ro v .  v iii. 22  ; Sept. vers. 3 G e n . x v iii. 22 .
3 E x o d .  v i. 2 9 . 4 G e n . x i. 5. s G e n . v ii. 16.
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unbegotten God ” (dykvvrfrtrt deos) did any of these things, for he 
has neither to come to any place, nor walks, but from his own place, 
wherever it may be, knows everything, although he has neither 
eyes nor ears. Therefore he could not talk with anyone, nor be 
seen by anyone, and none of the Patriarchs saw the Father at all, 
but they saw “ him who was according to his will both his Son 
(being God) and the Angel, in that he ministered to his purpose, 
whom also he willed to be born man by the Virgin, who became 
fire when he spoke with Moses from the bush.”1 He refers 
throughout his writings to the various appearances of God to the 
Patriarchs, all of which he ascribes to the pre-existent Jesus, the 
Word,1 2 3 and in the very next chapter, after alluding to some of 
these, he says : “ He is called Angel because he came to men, since
by him the decrees of the Father are announced to men....... At
other times he is also called Man and human being, because he 
appears clothed in these forms as the Father wills, and they call 
him Logos because he bears the communications of the Father to 
mankind. ” 3

Justin, moreover, repeatedly refers to the fact that he was called 
Wisdom by Solomon, and quotes the passage we have indicated 
in Proverbs. In one place he says, in proof of his assertion that 
the God who appeared to Moses and the Patriarchs was distin
guished from the Father, and was in fact the Word (ch. 66-70): 
“ Another testimony I will give you, my friends, I said, from the 
Scriptures, that God begat before all of the creatures (irph irdiTiav 
tw v  KTUTjjAnuv) a Beginning ( d p \ i f v ) p  a certain rational Power 
(8vvafj.Lv Aoyucrfv) out of himself, who is called by the Holy Spirit, 
now the Glory of the Lord, then the Son, again Wisdom, again 
Angel, again God, and again Lord and Logos,” etc., and a little 
further on : “ The Word of Wisdom will testify to me, who is him
self this God begotten of the Father of the universe, being Word, 
and Wisdom, and Power (8vva/us), and the Glory of the Begetter,” 
etc.,s and he quotes, from the Septuagint version, Proverbs viii. 
22-36, part of which we have given above. Elsewhere, indeed, 
(ch. 129), he cites the passage a second time as evidence, with a

1 Dial. 12 7 :  cf. 128, 6 3 ;  cf. P h i lo ,  De Somniis, i . , § § 11 f . , M a n g . , i .  6 3 0  f . ; 
§ 3 1 , id., i. 6 4 8  ; §§ 33 f . ,  i t . ,  i. 6 4 9  f . ;  § § 3 9  f . ,  i t . ,  i. 6 5 5  f. N o th in g ,  in 
fa c t,  c o u ld  s h o w  m o re  c le a r ly  th e  in d e b te d n e s s  o f  J u s t in  to  P h i lo  th a n  th is  
a r g u m e n t  (Dial, to o )  r e g a rd in g  th e  in a p p lic a b i l i ty  o f  s u c h  d e s c r ip t io n s  t o  th e  
“ u n b e g o tte n  G o d .”  P h i lo  in  o n e  tr e a t is e ,  fro m  w h ic h  w e  a r e  c o n s ta n t ly  
o b l ig e d  to  ta k e  p a ss a g e s  a s  p a ra l le ls  fo r th o s e  o f  J u s t in  (de Confusione Unguarum), 
a rg u e s  fro m  th e  v e ry  s a m e  te x t  : “  T h e  l a i r d  w e n t d o w n  to  see  th a t  c i ty  a n d  
to w e r ,”  a lm o s t in  th e  v e ry  s a m e  w o rd s  a s  J u s t in ,  § 27 . T h e  p a s s a g e  is  u n 
fo r tu n a te ly  to o  lo n g  fo r  q u o ta t io n .

2 Dial. 5 6 , 57 , 5 8 , 5 9 , 6 0 , 126 , 127 , 128 , e tc . ; Apo/., i. 6 2 , 6 3  ; cf. P h i lo ,  
Vita Mosis, §§ 12 f . , M a n g . ,  i. 91 f . ; Leg. A//eg., i i i . , § § 2 5  f . , i t . , i .  1 03  f ., 

e tc .
3 Dial. 128 ; cf. Apo/., i. 6 3  ; Dial. 6 0 . 4 C f. Apoc. , iii . 14 . 5 Dial. 6 1 .
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similar context. Justin refers to it again in the next chapter, and 
the peculiarity of his terminology in all these passages, so markedly 
different from, and indeed opposed to, that of the fourth Gospel, 
will naturally strike the reader: “ But this offspring (yivvrj/ui) 
being truly brought forth by the Father was with the Father before 
all created beings (irpt> irdvnav rwv iroiij/jidTiov), and the Father 
communes with him, as the Ixrgos declared through Solomon, that 
this same, who is called Wisdom by Solomon, had been begotten 
of God before all created beings (irpi> irdvTwv rw v  iroiijpdriov), both 
Beginning (dpx>'l) and Offspring (yfvvrjpa),” etc.1 In another 
place, after quoting the words, “ No man knoweth the Father but 
the Son, nor the Son but the Father, and they to whom the Son 
will reveal him,” Justin continues : “ Therefore he revealed to us 
all that we have by his grace understood out of the Scriptures, 
recognising him to be indeed the first-begotten (ir/xurorcwcov) of
God, and before all creatures (irpo vdvriov rwv ktutiuItiov).......
and calling him Son, we have understood that he proceeded from 
the Father by his power and will before all created beings (irpb 
Travrmv irinjiMTiov), for in one form or another he is spoken of in 
the writings of the prophets as Wisdom,” etc. and again, in two 
other places, he refers to the same fact.3

On further examination, we find on every side still stronger 
confirmation of the conclusion that Justin derived his Logos 
doctrine from the Old Testament and Philo, together with early 
New Testament writings. We have quoted several passages in 
which Justin details the various names of the Logos, and we may 
add one more. Referring to Ps. lxxii., which the Jews apply to 
Solomon, but which Justin maintains to be applicable to Christ, 
he says : “ For Christ is King, and Priest, and God, and Lord, 
and Angel, and Man, and Captain, and Stone, and a Son bom 
(irai&W ytwu>iitvov), etc., as I prove by all of the Scriptures.”'* 
Now these representations, which are constantly repeated through
out Justin’s writings, are quite opposed to the Spirit of the fourth 
Gospel; but are, on the other hand, equally common in the works 
of Philo, and many of them also to be found in the Philonian 
Epistle to the Hebrews. Taking the chief amongst them, we 
may briefly illustrate them. The Logos as King, Justin avowedly 
derives from Ps. lxxii., in which he finds that reference is made to 
the “ Everlasting King, that is to say Christ.”3 We find this 
representation of the Logos throughout the writings of Philo. In 
one place already referred to,6 but which we shall now more fully 
quote, he says : “ For God as Shepherd and King governs accord
ing to Law and justice like a flock of sheep, the earth, and water,

1 Dial. 62 . 
4 lb., 34-

5 n . ,  100. 
s lb ., 34 .

1 16., 126 , 129. 
6 P . 4 5 0  f.
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and air, and fire, and all the plants and living things that are in 
them, whether they be mortal or divine, as well as the course of 
heaven, and the periods of sun and moon, and the variations 
and harmonious revolutions of the other stars ; having appointed 
his true Word (tSv opdbv avrov Aiyov) his first-begotten Son 
(irpwroyovov vtov) to have the care of this sacred flock as the 
Vicegerent of a great King ”;r and a little further on he says: 
“ Very reasonably, therefore, he will assume the name of a King, 
being addressed as a Shepherd.’” In another place Philo speaks 
of the “ Ix>gos of the Governor, and his creative and kingly power, 
for of these is the heaven and the whole world.” 3

Then if we take the second epithet, the Logos as Priest (Upevs), 
which is quite foreign to the fourth Gospel, we find it repeated by 
Justin, as, for instance: “ Christ the eternal Priest ” (Uptvs) ;■* and it 
is not only a favourite representation of Philo, but is almost the 
leading idea of the Epistle to the Hebrews, in connection with the 
episode of Melchisedec, in whom also both Philo5 and Justin6 
recognise the Logos. In the Epistle to the Hebrews, vii. 3, speaking 
of Melchisedec: “ but likened to the Son of God, abideth a Priest 
forever”; again in iv. 14: “ Seeing then that we have a great 
High Priest that is passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God,” etc.; ix. 11: “ Christ having appeared a High Priest of the 
good things to com e”; xii. 21 : “ Thou art a Priest for ever.” 
The passages are far too numerous to quote.* They are 
equally numerous in the writings of Philo. In one place already 
quoted8 he says: “For there are, as it seems, two temples of God, 
one of which is this world, in which the High Priest is the Divine 
Word, his first-begotten Son ” (Avo yap , <I>s iouctv, Itpa dtov, ?v piv 
o8t 6 Ktxrpjos, iv  <{> Kal ap^tepevs, 6 srporroyovos a\rrov 6(i<n A oryos).9 
Elsewhere, speaking of the period for the return of fugitives, the 
death of the high priest, which taken literally would embarrass him 
in his allegory, Philo says: “ For we maintain the High Priest not 
to be a man, but the divine Word, who is without participation 
not only in voluntary but also in involuntary sins ”;ro and he goes 
on to speak of this priest as “ the most sacred Word ” (6 Itpurraros

1 Dc Agricult., § 12, Mang., i. 308.
3 E Ik6t m  toIvuv 6 f i b  pa(TL\(us ivofja viroSvocTai, iroifiijp rpoaayopfvBcts, r.T.X.

§ 14, cf. Dc Profugis, § 20, Mang., i. 562 ; Dc Somniis, ii., J 37, Slang., 
i. 691.

3 Dc Profugis, § 19, Mang., i. 561 ; cf. dc Migrat Abrahami, § 1, Mang., 
i. 437. * Dial. 42.

5 Aegis Allcg., § 26, Mang., i. 104, etc. 6 Dial. 34, 83, etc.
7 Heb. vii. 11, 15, 17, 21 (., 26 f. ; viii. 1 f. ; ii. 6, 17 ; v. 5, 6, jo.
8 P. 450. 9 Philo, Dc Somniis, i., § 37, Slang., i. 653.

IO De Profugis, § 20, Mang., i. 562. Philo continues: that this priest, the 
Logos, must be pure, “ God indeed being his Father, who is also the Father of 
all things, and Wisdom his mother, by whom the universe came into being.”
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A070s).' Indeed, in many long passages he descants upon the 
“ high priest Word ” (6 ap^Kptvs Aoyos).3

Proceeding to the next representations of the Ix)gos as “ God 
and Lord,” we meet with the idea everywhere. In Hebrews i. 8 : 
“ But regarding the Son he saith : Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever ” (rrpos Sc rov vtov 'O Opovo? (rov, 6 0eos, cis rov aliiiva rov 
*la>vos), etc. ; and again in the Epistle to the Philippians, ii. 6: 
“ Who (Jesus Christ), being in the form of God, deemed it not 
grasping to be equal with God ” (os tv pnp<t>y dtov forap\<ov ov\ 
apraypov ijyryraTO to dvai ura Oeip), etc.3 Philo, in the fragment 
preserved by Eusebius, to which we have already referred,4 calls 
the Logos the “ Second G od” (Sevrepos B«k).5 In another 
passage he has: “ But he calls the most ancient God his present 
Logos,” etc. (icaAct Sc 6iov rov irp&rftvTarov avrov rovl Aoyov) ;6 
and a little further on, speaking of the inability of men to look on 
the Father himself: “ Thus they regard the image of God, his 
Angel Word, as himself” (ovtws xat tt)v too Bern iikova, rov 
nyytAov avrov Aoyov, d»s a v r o v  Karavooiiriv)j Elsewhere dis
cussing the possibility of God’s swearing by himself, which he 
applies to the Logos, he says: “ For in regard to us imperfect 
beings he will be a God, but in regard to wise and perfect beings 
the first. And yet Moses, in awe of the superiority of the unbe
gotten (dytinnyrov) God, says : ‘ And thou shalt swear by his name,’ 
not by himself; for it is sufficient for the creature to receive assu
rance and testimony by the divine Word.”8

It must be remarked, however, that both Justin and Philo place 
the Logos in a position more clearly secondary to God the Father 
than the prelude to the fourth Gospel i. 1. Both Justin and Philo 
apply the term 0cos to the Logos without the article. Justin dis
tinctly says that Christians worship Jesus Christ as the Son of the 
true God, holding him in the second place (cv Scvrcpp X'W 
f\ovra) ;9 and this secondary position is systematically defined 
through Justin’s writings in a very decided way, as it is in the 
works of Philo by the contrast of the begotten Logos with the 
unbegotten God. Justin speaks of the Word as “ the first-bom of 
the unbegotten God” (irpwroTOKos ripaytvvr/Txp Ot<p),'° and the dis
tinctive appellation of the “ unbegotten God ” applied to the 
Father is most common throughout his writings.11 We may, in

1 De Profugis, § 21. 3 De Migrat. Abrahami, § 18, Mang., i. 452.
3 Cf. verse ri. 4 P. 451.
5 Fragm . , i., Mang., ii. 625; cf. Leg. Alleg., ii., § 21, Mang., i. 83.
6 Philo, De Somniis, i. 39, Mang., i. 655.
7 lb ., i., § 41, Mang.,i. 656. e Leg. Al/eg., iii.,§ 73, Mang., i. 128.
9 Apol., i. 13, cf. 60, where he shows that Plato gives the second place to 

the Logos.
”  lb .,  i. 53. 11 Lb., i. 49 ; ib., ii. 6, 13; Dial. 126, 127.
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continuation of this remark, point out another phrase of Justin 
which is continually repeated, but is thoroughly opposed both to 
the spirit and to the terminology of the fourth Gospel, and which 
likewise indicates the secondary consideration in which he held 
the Logos. He calls the Word constantly “ the first-bom of all 
created beings ” (TrpurroroKos •not' tt<1vtu>v ironjpa.Tan’,' or irporrtrroKtn 
irpo irdvTtav tu>v KTurpartov,2 or irporroroKos ircun/s ktutcoos),3 “ the 
first-born of all creation,” echoing the expression of Col. i. 15— 
(The Son) “ who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born 
of all creation ” (irpwTOToKos woot/s kt«t«os). This is a totally 
different view from that of the fourth Gospel, which in so 
emphatic a manner enunciates the doctrine: “ In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God”—a statement which Justin, with Philo, only makes in a very 
modified sense.

To return, however, the next representation of the Logos by 
Justin is as “Angel.” This perpetually recurs in his writings.* In 
one place, to which we have already referred, he says: “The Word of 
God is his Son, as we have already stated, and he is also called Angel 
('AyytAos, or Messenger) and Apostle, for he brings the message 
of all we need to know, and is sent an Apostle to declare all the 
message contains.”3 In the same chapter reference is again made to 
passages quoted for the sake of proving “ that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and Apostle, being aforetime the Word, and having 
appeared now in the form of fire and now in the likeness 
of incorporeal beings ”;6 and he gives many illustrations-7 
The passages in which the Logos is called Angel are too 
numerous to be more fully dealt with here. It is scarcely 
necessary to point out that this representation of the Logos as 
Angel is not only foreign to, but opposed to the spirit of, the 
fourth Gospel, although it is thoroughly in harmony with 
the writings of Philo. Before illustrating this we may inci
dentally remark that the ascription to the Logos of the name 
“Apostle” which occurs in the two passages just quoted above, 
as well as in other parts of the writings of Justin,8 is likewise 
opposed to the fourth Gospel, although it is found in earlier 
writings, exhibiting a less developed form of the Logos doctrine ; 
for the Epistle to the Hebrews, iii. 1, has : “ Consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,” etc. (Korovotjo-aTt rbv 
djrooroA.oi' teat ap^itpia rrjs opoXoylas r/pjov Tt/crow). We are, 
in fact, constantly directed by the remarks of Justin to other

■ Dial. 62, 84, 100, etc. 5 //>., 61, ioo, 125, 129, etc. 3 lb ., 85, 138, etc.
4 Apol., i. 63 ; Dial. 34, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 127 ; cf. A pci., i. 6.
s Apol., i. 63. 6 lb ., i. 63.
7 Cf. Dial. 56-60, 127, 128. 8 Apol., i. 12, etc.
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sources of the I^ogos doctrine, and never to the fourth Gospel, 
with which his tone and terminology do not agree. Everywhere 
in the writings of Philo we meet with the Logos as Angel. He 
speaks “ of the Angel Word of God” in a sentence already 
quoted,1 and elsewhere in a passage, one of many others, upon 
which the lines of Justin which we are now considering (as well 
as several similar passages)2 are in all probability moulded. 
Philo calls upon men to “ strive earnestly to be fashioned 
according to God’s first-begotten Word, the eldest Angel, who is 
the Archangel bearing many names, for he is called the Begin
ning (dpxv)> and Name of God, and Logos, and the Man 
according to his image, and the Seer of Israel. ” 3 Elsewhere, in a 
remarkable passage, he says: “ To his Archangel and eldest 
Word, the Father, who created the universe, gave the supreme 
gift that having stood on the confine he may separate the 
creature from the Creator. The same is an intercessor on behalf 
of the ever-wasting mortal to the immortal ; he is also the 
ambassador of the Ruler to his subjects. And he rejoices in the 
gift, and the majesty of it he describes, saying : ‘ And I stood in 
the midst between the Lord and you’•(Numbers xvi. 48); being 
neither unbegotten like God, nor begotten like you, but between 
the two extremes,” etc.* We have been tempted to give more of 
this passage than is necessary for our immediate purpose, because 
it affords the reader another glimpse of Philo’s doctrine of the 
Logos, and generally illustrates its position in connection with the 
Christian doctrine.

The last of Justin’s names which we shall here notice is the

1 Philo, De Somniis, i., § 41, Mang., i. 656. See p. 456 f.
2 For instance, in the quotations at p. 456 f. from Dial. 61, and also that 

from Dial. 62, in which the Logos is also called the Beginning (dpx7))■ Both 
Philo and Justin, no doubt, had in mind Prov. viii. 22. In Dial. 100, for 
example, there is a passage, part of which we have quoted, which reads as 
follows : “  For in one form or another he is spoken of in the writings of the 
prophets as Wisdom, and the Day, and the East, and a Sword, and a Stone, 
and a Rod, and Jacob, and Israel,” etc. Now, in the writings of Philo these 
passages in the Old Testament are discussed and applied to the Logos, and 
to one in particular we may refer as an illustration. Philo says : “ I have also 
heard of a certain associate of Moses having pronounced the following saying : 
‘ Behold a man whose name is the East’ (Zech. vi. 12). A most novel 
designation if you consider it to be spoken regarding one composed of body 
and sou l; but if regarding that incorporeal Being who does not differ from the 
divine image, you will agree that the name of the East is perfectly appropriate 
to him. For indeed the Father of the Universe caused this eldest son 
( r p t a ^ i r r a T o r  v lb v )  to rise ( a r t r e i X e ) ,  whom elsewhere he names his first- 
begotten ( v p w r i y a r o v ) , "  etc. (De Confus. Ling., § 14). Can it be doubted 
that Justin follows Philo in such exegesis?

3 De Confus. Ling., § 28 ; Mang., i. 427 ; cf. De Afigrat. Abrahami, § 31, 
Mang., i. 463.

4 Quis rerum div. Heres., § 42, Mang., i. 501 f.
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Logos as “ Man ” as well as God. In another place Justin 
explains that he is sometimes called a Man and human being, 
because he appears in these forms as the Father wills.' But here 
confining ourselves merely to the concrete idea, we find a striking 
representation of it in 1 Tim. ii. 5 : “For there is one God and 
one mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus ” 
(efs yap Otos, cfs xat p^a-lrr/i deov xal avOpdnnov, avdpunros Xpurrbs
’lTyrov'i); and again in Rom. v. 15 : “ ....... by the grace of the one
man Jesus Christ” (rod ivbs avOpdnrov ’Ityroti Xpurrov), as well as 
elsewhere.2 We have already seen in the passage quoted 
above from De Confus. Ling., § 28, that Philo mentions, among 
the many names of the Logos, that of “ the man according to (God’s) 
image ” (6 tear’ tUova avOpanros,* or “ the typical man ”). If 
we pass to the application of the Logos doctrine to Jesus, we 
have the strongest reason for inferring Justin’s total independence 
of the fourth Gospel. We have frequently pointed out that the title 
of Logos is given to Jesus in New Testament writings earlier 
than the fourth Gospel. We have remarked that, although the 
passages are innumerable in which Justin speaks o f the 
Word having become .man through the Virgin, he never 
makes use of the peculiar expression of the fourth Gospel, 
“ the Word became flesh ” (6 Aoyos <rap£ tytvcro). On the 
few occasions on which he speaks of the Word having 
been made flesh, he uses the tenn crapKoaronjdtk.4 In one 
instance he has o-apisa ex**1',5 and, speaking of the Eucharist, 
Justin once explains that it is the memory of Christ’s having 
made himself body, crwpaToirot ô-ao-Oai.6 Justin’s most common 
phrase, however—and he repeats it in numberless instances— 
is that the Logos submitted to be bom, and become man 
(yeyyr/bfjvai avdponrov ytvop^vov \nrkptLvtv), by a Virgin, or he uses 
variously the expressions : avOptorros ytyovi, avdpanros ytvopevos, 
ytv(<rOai avOptinrov.i In several places he speaks of him as the 
first production or offspring (ykvvrjpji) of God before all created
beings, as, for instance : “ The Logos....... who is the first offspring of
God ”  (0 tern  irpHnov ytvmjpjx to v  Otov) ;8 and again, “  and that this 
offspring was begotten of the Father absolutely before all creatures 
the Word was declaring” (kou or 1 yiytvvrprdai vnb to v  irarpos 
t o i t o  rb ytv in jp jx  wpb irdvroiy dirXtos t < KTurparotv 6  Aoyos <&}Aov).9

* Dial. 128. Seethe quotation p. 456 f. 2 Phil., ii. 8 j 1 Cor. xv. 47.
3 Elsewhere Philo says that the Word was the archetypal model after which 

man and the human mind were formed. De E xsara t., § 8, Mang., i. 436; 
De Mundi Opificio, § 6, Mang., i. 6.

4 Apol., i. 66 (twice); Dial. 45, 100. 5 Dial. 48. 6 lb ., 7a
7 Apol., i. s, 23, 63 ; Apol., ii. 6, 13 ! Dial. 34, 45, 48, 5 7 , 63, 75, 84, 85, 

ioc, 113, 125, 127, etc.
8 Apol., i. 21. » Dial. 129, cf. 62.
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We need not say more of the expressions: “ first-born ”
(t/xutotokos), “ first-begotten ” (trpunoyovos), so constantly applied 
to the Logos by Justin, in agreement with Philo ; nor to “ only 
begotten ” (jxovoyevijs), directly derived from Ps. xxii. 20 (Ps. xxi. 
20, Sept.).

It must be apparent to everyone who seriously examines the 
subject that Justin’s terminology is markedly different from, and 
in spirit sometimes opposed to, that of the fourth Gospel, and in 
fact that the peculiarities of the Gospel are not found in Justin’s 
writings at all.' On the other hand, his doctrine of the Logos is 
precisely that of Philo,2 and of writings long antecedent to the 
fourth Gospel; and there can be no doubt, we think, that it was 
derived from them.

W’e may now proceed to consider other passages adduced by 
Tischendorf to support his assertion that Justin made use of the 
fourth Gospel. He says : “ There are not lacking some passages 
of the Johannine Gospel to which passages in Justin can be 
traced. In the Dialogue, ch. 88, he writes of John the Baptist: 
‘ The people believed that he was the Christ, but he cried to them: 
I am not the Christ, but the voice of a preacher.’ This is con
nected with John i. 20 and 23; for no other Evangelist has 
reported the first words in the Baptist’s reply.”3 Now, the passage 
in Justin, with its context, reads as follows : “ For John sat by 
the Jordan (KaOtfo/uvov <7r t  to o  ’IopSdvov) and preached the 
Baptism of repentance, wearing only a leathern girdle and 
raiment of camel’s hair, and eating nothing but locust and wild 
honey; men supposed ({m-tXanfiavov) him to be the Christ, 
wherefore he himself cried to them : “ I am not the Christ, but 
the voice of one crying : For he shall come (ij£ct) who is stronger 
than I, whose shoes I am not meet (Uavoi) to bear.’ ”♦ The

' A passage is sometimes quoted in which Justin reproaches the Jews for 
spreading injurious and unjust reports “ concerning the only blameless and 
righteous Light sent by God to man” (Dial. 17), and this is claimed as an 
echo of the Gospel; cf. John i. 9, viii. 12, xii. 46, etc. Now, here again we 
have in Philo the elaborate representation of the Logos as the sun and Light 
of the world ; as, for instance, in a long passage in the treatise De Somniis, i., 
§ 13 f., Mang., i. 631 f., of which we can only give the slightest quotation. 
Philo argues that Moses only speaks of the sun by symbols, and that it is easy 
to prove this ; “ since in the first place God is Light. ‘ For the Lord is my 
Light and my Saviour,’ it is said in hymns, and not only Light, but archetype 
of every other light—nay, rather more ancient and more perfect than archetype, 
having the Logos for an examplar. For indeed the exainplar was his most 
perfect Logos, Light,” etc. (De Somniis, i., § 13, Mang., i. 632). And again: 
“ But according to the third meaning he calls the divine Word the sun,” and 
proceeds to show how by this sun all wickedness is brought to light, and the 
sins done secretly and in darkness are made manifest (De Somniis, i., § 15, 
Mang., i. 634; cf. i t . ,  § 19).

2 If the Cohort, ad Gracos be assigned to Justin, it directly refers to Philo’s 
works, c. ix. 3 (Vann warden, u. s. w ., p. ’ 3. * Dial. 88.
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only ground upon which this passage can be comjiared with 
the fourth Gospel is the reply : “ I am not the Christ ” (01V dpi 0 
Xpurros), which in John i. 20 reads: on cyio o i k  tip o 
Xpurros; and it is perfectly clear that, if the direct negation 
occurred in any other Gospel, the difference of the whole passage 
in the Dialogue would prevent even an apologist from advancing 
any claim to its dependence on that Gospel. In order to appre
ciate the nature of the two passages, it may be well to collect the 
nearest parallels in the Gospels, and compare them with Justin’s 
narrative :—

J u s t i n ,  D i a l . 8 8 .

Men (oi AvOpuroi) supposed him to 
be the Christ ;

wherefore he cried to them : I am not 
the Christ (ovk dpi i  XpurrAs),

but the voice of one crying :

For he shall come Gfti) who is 
stronger than I (6 loxopirepis pov), 
whose shoes I am not meet (Uaybi) to 
bear.1

J o h n  i . 1 9 - 2 7 .

19. And this is the testimony of 
John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him: 
Who art thou ?

24. And they were sent by the 
I’liarisees.

20. And he confessed, and denied 
n ot: and confessed1 that: I am not 
the Christ (Sri eyvj o v k  elpl 6 XpurrAs).

2 1. And they asked again : Who 
then ? Art thou, Elias ? etc.

22...........Who art thou ? etc.
23. He said : I am the voice of 

one crying in the desert: Make straight 
the way of the Lord, as said the 
prophet Isaiah.

25...........Why baptisest thou ? etc.
26. John answered them, saying: 1 

baptise with water, but in the midst 
of you standeth one whom ye know 
not.

27. Who cometh after me (6 ovlou 
iron ipxipevor), who is become before 
me (ir (pirpooBiv pov ycyorty),3 the 
thong of whose shoes I am not worthy 
(d£ror) to unloose.

The introductory description of John’s dress and habits is quite 
contrary’ to the fourth Gospel, but corresponds to some extent with 
Matt. iii. 4. It is difficult to conceive two accounts more funda
mentally different, and the discrepancy becomes more apparent 
when we consider the scene and actors in the episode. In Justin,

1 Matt. iii. 11 reads: “ but he that cometh after me is stronger than I. 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear ” (6 Si 6rlow pov ipxSpcyoi iaxvpbr(P  ̂
p.ov early, oS ovk dpi UavSt tA VToippaTa. fjaardaai). The context is quite 
different. Luke iii. 16 more closely resembles the version of the fourth 
Gospel in this part with the context of the first Synoptic.

3 The second icoi wpoXbyyaev is omitted by the Cod. Sin.
3 The Cod. Stnaituus, as well as most other important MSS., omits this 

phrase.
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it is evident that the hearers of John had received the impression 
that he was the Christ, and the Baptist, becoming aware of it, 
voluntarily disabused their minds of this idea. In the fourth 
Gospel the words of John are extracted from him (“ he confessed 
and denied not ”) by emissaries sent by the Pharisees of Jerusalem 
specially to question him on the subject. The account of Justin 
betrays no knowledge of any such interrogation. The utter differ
ence is brought to a climax by the concluding statement of the 
fourth Gospel:—

J u s t i n .

For John sat by the Jordan and 
preached the Baptism of repentance, 
wearing, etc.

J o h n  i. 28 .
These things were done in Bethany 

beyond the river Jordan, where John 
was baptising.

In fact, the scene in the two narratives is as little the same as their 
details. One can scarcely avoid the conclusion, in reading the 
fourth Gospel, that it quotes some other account and does not pre
tend to report the scene direct. For instance, i. 15: “ John beareth 
witness of him, and cried, saying, ‘This was he of whom I  said: 
He that cometh after me is become before me, because he was 
before me,’” etc. V. 19: “ And this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levitcs from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou ? and he confessed and denied not, and confessed 
that I am not the Christ,” etc. Now, as usual, the Gospel which 
Justin uses more nearly approximates to our first Synoptic than 
the other Gospels, although it differs in very important points 
from that a lso; still, taken in connection with the third Synoptic 
and Acts xiii. 25, this indicates the great probability of the exist
ence of other writings combining the particulars as they occur in 
Justin. Luke iii. 15 reads : “ And as the people were in expecta
tion, and all mused in their hearts concerning John whether he 
were the Christ, 16. John answ’ered, saying to them a ll: I indeed 
baptise you with water, but he that is stronger than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose : he shall 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire,” etc.

Whilst with the sole exception of the simple statement of 
the Baptist that he was not the Christ, which in all the accounts 
is clearly involved in the rest of the reply, there is no analogy 
between the parallel in the fourth Gospel and the passage 
in Justin, many important circumstances render it certain that 
Justin did not derive his narrative from that source. We have 
already1 fully discussed the peculiarities of Justin’s account of the 
Baptist, and in the context to the very passage before us there are 
details quite foreign to our Gospels w'hich show that Justin made 
use of another and different work. When Jesus stepped into the

2 H
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466 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

water to be baptised a fire was kindled in the Jordan, and the 
voice from heaven makes use of words not found in our Gospels-; 
but both the incident and the words are known to have been con
tained in the Gospel according to the Hebrews and other works. 
Justin likewise states, in immediate continuation of the passage 
before us, that Jesus was considered the son of Joseph the 
carpenter, and himself was a carpenter and accustomed to make 
ploughs and yokes.1 The Evangelical work of which Justin made 
use was obviously different from our Gospels, therefore, and the 
evident conclusion to which any impartial mind must arrive 
is, that there is not the slightest ground for affirming that 
Justin quoted the passage before us from the fourth Gospel, from 
which he so fundamentally differs, but every reason, on the con
trary, to believe that he derived it from a Gospel different from 
ours.

The next argument advanced by Tischendorf is, that on two 
occasions he speaks of the restoration of sight to persons bom 
blind,2 the only instance of which in our Gospels is that recorded, 
John ix. i. The references in Justin are very vague and general. 
In the first place he is speaking of the analogies in the life of 
Jesus with events believed in connection with mythological 
deities, and he says that he would appear to relate acts very 
similar to those attributed to zEsculapius when he says that Jesus 
“ healed the lame and paralytic, and the maimed from birth 
(ix yevenjs irovifpovs), and raised the dead.”3 In the Dialogue, 
again referring to ^Esculapius, he says that Christ “ healed 
those who were from birth and according to the flesh blind ( t o v s  

Ik ytvtTrjs Kal ica-ra rtjv crapKa Trr/povs), and deaf, and lame.”* In 
the fourth Gospel the born-blind is described as (ix. i)  avdponro? 
Tv<f>\.b<s (k  yeven js. There is a variation, it will be observed, in the 
term employed by Justin, and that such a remark should be 
seized upon as an argument for the use of the fourth Gospel 
serves to show the poverty of the evidence for the existence of 
that work. Without seeking any further, we might at once reply 
that such general references as those of Justin might well be referred 
to the common tradition of the Church, which certainly ascribed 
all kinds of marvellous cures and miracles to Jesus. It is, more
over, unreasonable to suppose that the only Gospel in which the 
cure of one bom blind was narrated was that which is the fourth 
in our Canon. Such a miracle may have formed part of a dozen 
similar collections extant at the time of Justin, and in no case 
could such an allusion be recognised as evidence of the use of the

1 Dial. 88.
* Apol., i. 22 ; Dial. 69. On the second occasion Justin seems to apply the 

“ from their birth ” not only to the blind, but to the lame and deaf.
3 Apol., i. 22. * Dial. 69.

Digitized by C j O O Q l e



EXTERN A L EV ID EN CE FO R T H E  FO U R T H  G O SPEL 467

fourth Gospel. But in the Dialogue, along with this remark, 
Justin couples the statement, that although the people saw such 
cures “ they asserted them to be magical illusion; for they 
also ventured to call him a magician and deceiver of the people.”1 
This is not found in our Gospels, but traces of the same tradition 
are met with elsewhere, as we have already mentioned f  and it is 
probable that Justin either found all these particulars in the 
Gospel of which he made use, or that he refers to traditions familiar 
to the early Christians.

Tischendorfs next point is that Justin quotes the words of 
Zechariah xii. 10, with the same variation from the text of the 
Septuagint as John xix. 37— “ They shall look on him whom they 
pierced ” (otf/ovrat tls ov e£tKfVTrjcra.v3 instead of brifikeipovrai 
TfHes fit, av&’ <51- KaTtopgr/o-avTo), arising out of an emendation 
of the translation of the Hebrew original. Tischendorf says : 
“ Nothing can be more opposed to probability than the suppo
sition that John and Justin have here, independently of each other, 
followed a translation of the Hebrew text which elsewhere has 
remained unknown to us.”'* The fact is, however, that the trans
lation which has been followed is not elsewhere unknown. We 
meet with the same variation, much earlier, in the only book of 
the New Testament which Justin mentions, and with which, 
therefore, he was beyond any doubt well acquainted— Rev. i. 7 : 
“ Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him 
(otperai avrov), and they which pierced (tgtKtvnjo-av) him, and 
all the tribes of the earth shall bewail him. Yea, Amen.” This 
is a direct reference to the passage in Zech. xii. t o . It will be 
remembered that the quotation in the Gospel, “ They shall look 
upon him whom they pierced,” is made solely in reference to the 
thrust of the lance in the side of Jesus, while that of the Apoca
lypse is a connection of the prophecy with the second coming of 
Christ, which, except in a spiritual sense, is opposed to the 
fourth Gospel. Justin upon each occasion quotes the whole 
passage also in reference to the second coming of Christ as the 
Apocalypse does, and this alone settles the point so far as these two 
sources are concerned. If Justin derived his variation from either 
of the canonical works, therefore, we should be bound to conclude 
that it must have been from the Apocalypse. The correction of

' ........(fnvTaalav p-ayucpy ylretrOai f\eyou. Kai y ip  pAyor dvat airror iriXpuy
\ ly t i r  (tal \cunr\iroy. Dial. 69.

3 P. 204 f.
3 Justin  has, Afo/., i. 52, i<poyr<u els ty ’(fKfvniaay. Dial. 14, «rol t^erai 6 

\ a i t  vpUiy ta l yytppttl fit tr  fifKirrpaay, and, Dial. 32, speaking of the two 
comings of C hrist; the first, in which he was pierced (^ienernJSij), “ and the 
second in which ye shall know whom ye have pierced Sevrepar Si ore 
itriyyilxrtadt fit ly f^fKfyrrpTart.

* IVann warden, u. s. w . , p. 34.
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the Septuagint version, which has thus been traced back as far as 
a.d . 68, when the Apocalypse was composed, was noticed by 
Jerome in his Commentary on the text;• and Aquila, a con
temporary of Irenseus, and later Symmachus and Theodotion, as 
well as others, similarly adopted i^tKtvrrjauv. Ten important 
MSS., of the Septuagint, at least, have the reading of Justin and 
of the Apocalypse, and these MSS. likewise frequently agree with 
the other peculiarities of Justin’s text. In all probability, as 
Credner, who long ago pointed out all these circumstances, con
jectured, an emendation of the rendering of the LXX. had early 
been made, partly in Christian interest and partly for the critical 
improvement of the text,* and this amended version was used by 
Justin and earlier Christian writers. Ewald3 and some others sug
gest that probably inKtvrdv originally stood in the Septuagint 
text. Every consideration is opposed to the dependence of Justin 
upon the fourth Gospel for the variation.

The next and last point advanced by Tischendorf is a passage 
in Apol., i. 61, which is compared with John iii. 3-5, and in order 
to show the exact character of the two passages we shall place 
them in parallel columns:—

J u s t i n , A p o l . ,  i . 6 1 .

For the Christ also said :

Unless ye be bom again (araytrrr)- 
Offrrt) ye shall not enter into the king
dom of heaven.

Now that it is impossible for those 
who have once been bom logo(ipf)Tjrai) 
into the matrices of the parents4 [els r is  
pi)Tpas niip m ow iir) is evident to all.

Kai y ip  0 Xpurris elrey  “Ar pi)

J o h n  i i i . 3 - 5 .

3. Jesus answered and said unlo 
him : Verily, verily, I say unto thee : 
Except a man be bom from above 
(yem /Sy  i ru 9 t r )  he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.

4. Nicodemussaith unto him : How 
can a man be bom when he is old ? 
Can he enter (tUrt\9tir) a second time 
into his mother’s womb (eir tt/p koiXIop 
Vi)* prp-pii avrov) and be bom ?

5. Jesus answered : Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee : Except a man be 
torn of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into5 the kingdom of 
God.‘

3. ’krtKpldi) Trfaout (toi clrtp  avrip- 
'Apijp dprjy \ iy o j <rot, t ip  pi) Tii

1 1 ‘ Quod ibi ( I Regg. ii. 18) errore interpretationis accidit, etiam hit factum 
deprehendimus. Si enim legatur Dacaru, î tKiPTrpsoiP, i.e., compunxerunt srve 
confixcrunt accipitur: sin autem contrario ordinc, Uteris commutatis Racadu, 
uipxipsaPTo] i.e., saltaverunt intel/igitur et ob simiHtudinem literarum error 
est natus."

4 Credner, Bcitrdge, ii., p. 293 f. Cf. Sanday, Gospels in Sec. Cent., 
p. 281.

3 Comm, in Apoc. /oh., 1829, p. 93, anm. I ; cf. D ieJoh. Schriften, 1862, 
p. 112, anm. I ; Lttcke, Offenb. Joh., ii., p. 446 f.

4 Texovcra, a mother, instead of pipxip.
5 The Cod. Sinaiticus reads : “ he cannot see.”
6 The Cod. Sinaiticus has been altered here to : “ of heaven.”
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J ustin , Apol., i . 61.
dpayeppil&T/Te, oO PV eloeXAsjTe els rrjp 
p a o iX c to p  t u p  o v p a p u p . O n  S i  K a l

dSoparop els t A s  pirpas t u p  t c k o v o u p  
roin Ara( yeppupepovs epfirjpai, <poj>tftdy 
iriolp eon.

J o h n  h i . 3 -5 -

yfpptl$TI Apudep, oil ivvarai IScip njv 
fjaetXelae roil ffeov.

4. Aeyei xpSs airrbp 0  NutMiw*®*'
flu? Svparai Ap ffpurot ytni)9fjp<u yepup 
s>p) p i  Svpotcu eft rijp KoeXlae rrjt 
pijrpSs avrou Sevrepop eloeXQeip pal 
yepPTjdr)Pai; (

5. 'AreKplAri’lsioovr'Apip A pipX eyu  
001, rap p i  n s yepprjd' tSaros pal 
rpevpaTos, ov 3l'paTat eloeXAeip eft1 
rip  paoiXelay to£ fleou.5

This is the most important passage by which apologists endea
vour to establish the use of the fourth Gospel by Justin and it is 
that upon which the whole claim may be said to rest. We shall 
be able to appreciate the nature of the case by the weakness 
of its strongest evidence. The first point which must have 
struck any attentive reader is the singular difference of the 
language o f Justin, and the absence of the characteristic pecu
liarities of the Johannine Gospel. The double “ verily, venly, 
which occurs twice even in these three verses, and constantly 
throughout the Gospel, 3 is absent in Justin; and apart from the 
total difference of the form in which the whole passage is given 
(the episode of Nicodemus being entirely ignored), and omitting 
minor differences, the following linguistic variations occur :

Justin has :
instead of&P p i  dpayeppriBirc 

ov p i  eloeXAr/re els _ 
paoiXela t u p  ovpaPUP 
dSvparop 
tA s p irpas
TUP TCKOVOUP
e’pBypat
too? A ra f yeppupipovs

(Ap p i  n s  ycppr/ffjj ApuffeP
ov J o  k o to *  ISeip4
flaoiXela too deov
p i  S v p a T a i
rqp KOiXlaP
7-f}? prfrpAs ou’to o
eloeXSeip
A pdpuros yeppriOipai ye  pup Sip.

It is almost impossible to imagine a more complete differ
ence, both in form and language, and it seems to us that there 
does not exist a single linguistic trace by which the passage 
in Justin can be connected with the fourth Gospel. T he fact that 
Justin knows nothing of the expression y tv v r jd y  a vu tfev  ( born from 
above”), upon which the whole statement in the fourth Gospel

1 The Cod. Sinaiticus reads ISeip for eloeXSeip els here- .
» The Cod. Sin. has t u p  oipapue, but too fleoo is substituted by a later hand. 

The former reading is only supported by a very few obscure and unimportant 
codices. The Codices Alex. (A) and Vatic, (b ), as well as all the m o s t ancient 
M SS., read rod Beov.

3 Cf. i. 51; iii. n  ; v. 19, 24, 25; vi. 26, 32, 47> 53 5 v.iu. 34> 5 *> 5® i x* 
I, 7 ; xii. 24 ; xiii. 16, 20, 21, 38; xiv. 12; xvi. 20, 23 ; xxi. 18, etc.

4 It is very forced to jump to the end of the fifth verse to get €loe\0€ii* m , and 
even in that case the Cod\ Sinaituus reads again, precisely as in the third, loetv.
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turns, but uses a totally different word, avayevmjffTjre (bom again), 
is of great significance. Tischendorf wishes to translate avtoOev 
“ anew” (or again), as the version of Luther and the autho
rised English translation read, and thus render the avaytv- 
vT)Orjvat of Justin a fair equivalent for i t ; but even this would 
not alter the fact that so little does Justin quote the fourth Gospel 
that he has not even the test word of the passage. The word 
avtodev, however, certainly cannot here be taken to signify any
thing but “ from above —from God, from heaven—and this is 
not only its natural meaning, but the term is several times used in 
other parts of the fourth Gospel, always with this same sense,2 
and there is nothing which warrants a different interpretation 
here. On the contrary, the same signification is manifestly indi
cated by the context, and forms the point of the whole lesson.

“ Except a man be bom of water and of Spirit3 he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 6. That which hath been bom of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which hath been bom of the Spirit is Spirit. 
7. Marvel not that I said unto thee: ye must be bom from 
above ” (yemjfc’ji'ui <ivu>Q(.v). The explanation of d v to d e v  is 
given in verse 6. The birth “ of the Spirit ” is the birth “ from 
above,” which is essential to entrance into the kingdom of God.4

The sense of the passage in Justin is different and much more 
simple. He is speaking of regeneration through baptism, and the 
manner in which converts are consecrated to God when they are 
made new ^Kaivowonjdevres) through Christ. After they are taught 
to fast and pray for the remission of their sins, he says: “ They are 
then taken by us where there is water, that they may be re
generated (‘ bom again,’ dvayevvwvrcu), by the same manner of 
regeneration (‘being bom again,’ dvaytvvrjo-ttos) by which we also 
were regenerated (‘born again,’ avayewr/Orj/jLiv). For in the name 
of the Father of the Universe the Lord God, and of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then make the washing 
with the water. For the Christ also said, ‘ Unless ye be bom again 
(di’ayfvmidrjTt), ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.’

1 Credner, B eitrage, i., p. 253; Davidson, In trod. N . T .,  ii., p. 375 ; Hil- 
genfeld, D je  E w .  J u s tin 's , p. 214 ; Lange, E v . n . J o h ., 1862, p. 84 f . ; Light- 
Foot, H o rn  H ebr. e t T alm . on J o h n , iii. 3 ; W orks, xu., p. 254 f .; J. B. Lightfoot, 
A  Fresh R evision  o f  the N e w  T est., 1871, p. 142; LUcke, C om m ent. E v. 

J o h .,  i., p. 516 f. ; Meyer, E v .  J o h .,  1869, p. 154 f. ; Reuss, H is t.  Thiol. 
C h r tt., ii., p. 521 f., 523, n. 2 ; Scholten, D ie  (ilt. Zeugnisse, p. 36 ; H e t E v. 
n. J o h ., 1865, pp. 21, 105, 237, 272, 387 ; SpSth, Protcstan ten  E th el, 1874, 
p. 276 f. ; Stemler, H e t E v . v . J o h .,  1868, pp. 250, 338, 344, 400 ; Suicer, 
Thesaurus s. v . avtodev ; de Wette, E v . u. B r . J o h .,  1863, pp. 61 ; Words
worth, Gk. T est., The F ou r Gospels, p. 280; Zeller, Theol. J a h r b .,  1855, 
p. 140. Cf. Bretschneider, P robabilia , p. 193.

2 Cf. i. 31 ; xix. 11, 23. s C f Ezekiel xxxvi. 25-27.
4 Cf. Lightfoot, H on e H ebr. e t T a lm .;  W orks, xii., p. 256.
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Now that it is impossible for those who have once been bom to 
go into the matrices of the parents is evident to all.” And then 
he quotes Isaiah i. 16-20, “ Wash you, make you clean,” etc., 
and proceeds: “ And regarding this (Baptism) we have been 
taught this reason. Since at our first birth we were bom without 
our knowledge, and perforce, etc., and brought up in evil habits 
and wicked ways, therefore in order that we should not continue 
children of necessity and ignorance, but become children of 
election and knowledge, and obtain in the water remission of sins 
which we had previously committed, the name of the Father of 
the Universe and Lord God is pronounced over him who desires 
to be bom again (avayivvrjQrfvai.), and has repented of his 
sins,” etc.1 It is clear that, whereas Justin speaks simply of
regeneration by baptism, the fourth Gospel indicates a later 
development of the doctrine by spiritualising the idea, and 
requiring not only regeneration through the water (“ Except a man 
be bom of water ”), but that a man should be bom from above 
(“ and of the Spirit”), not merely avaytv\rqdr\vai, but avtadtv 
yfvvrjOrjvai. The word used by Justin is that which was 
commonly employed in the Church for regeneration, and other 
instances of it occur in the New Testament.2

The idea of regeneration, or being born again, as essential to 
conversion, was quite familiar to the Jews themselves, and Light- 
foot gives instances of this from Talmudic writings : “ If any one 
become a proselyte he is like a child ‘ new born.’ The Gentile 
that is made a proselyte and the servant that is made free he is 
like a child new bom .” 3 This is, of course, based upon the 
belief in special privileges granted to the Jews, and the Gentile 
convert admitted to a share in the benefits of the Messiah became 
a Jew by spiritual new birth. Justin, in giving the words of Jesus, 
clearly professed to make an exact quotation* : “ For Christ also 
said : Unless ye be bom again,” etc. It must be remembered, 
however, that Justin is addressing the Roman emperors, who 
would not understand the expression that it was necessary to be 
“ bom again ” in order to enter the kingdom of heaven. He 
therefore explains that he does not mean a physical new birth by 
men already bom ; and this explanation may be regarded as 
natural, under the circumstances, and independent of any written 
source. In any case, the striking difference of his language 
from that of the fourth Gospel at least forbids the inference 
that it must necessarily have been derived from that Gospel. 
To argue otherwise would be to assume that sayings of 
Jesus which are maintained to be historical were not recorded in

1 Apol., i. 61. 2 Cf. I Peter i. 3, 28.
3 Lightfoot, W orks, xii., p. 255 f. 4 Bretschneider, Probabi/ia, p. 193.
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more than four Gospels, and indeed in this instance were limited 
to one. This is not only in itself inadmissible, but historically 
untrue,’ and a moment of consideration must convince every 
impartial mind that it cannot legitimately be asserted that an 
express quotation of a supposed historical saying must have been 
taken from a parallel in one of our Gospels, from which it differs 
so materially in language and circumstance, simply because that 
Gospel happens to be the only one now surviving which contains 
particulars somewhat similar. The express quotation funda
mentally differs from the fourth Gospel, and the natural explanation 
of Justin which follows is not a quotation at all, and likewise 
fundamentally differs from the Johannine parallel. Justin not 
only ignores the peculiar episode in the fourth Gospel in which 
the passage occurs, but neither here nor anywhere throughout his 
writings makes any mention of Nicodemus. The accident of 
survival is almost the only justification of the affirmation that the 
fourth Gospel is the source of Justin’s quotation. On the other 
hand, we have many strong indications of another source. In 
our first Synoptic (xviii. 3) we find traces of another version of 
the saying of Jesus, much more nearly corresponding with the 
quotation of Justin : “And he said, verily I say unto you : Except 
ye be turned and become as the little children ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.”2 The last phrase of this saying 
is literally the same as the quotation of Justin, and gives his 
expression, “ kingdom of heaven,” so characteristic of his Gospel, 
and so foreign to the Johannine. We meet with a similar quota
tion in connection with baptism, still more closely agreeing with 
Justin, in the Clementine Homilies, xi. 26 : “ Verily I say unto 
you : Except ye be born again (avaye.vvr)0?)Tt) by living water in 
the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ye shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven.”3 Here, again, we have both the 
dvaytvvr)6rjrt and the (iaxriXeia. tQ>v oiyxuw, as well as the 
reference only to water in the baptism, and this is strong confirma
tion of the existence of a version of the passage, different from 
the Johannine, from which Justin quotes. As both the author of 
the Clementines and Justin probably made use of the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, some most competent critics have, with 
reason, adopted the conclusion that the passage we are discussing

1 Cf. Luke i. 1.
3 xa! elrer, ’A[ii)r \tyui i/ur, t i r  u?J orpatpprf. Kai yinj<r0 e <i» tA rcuSta, 06 /ITJ 

thrlXOyjre eIt tt-[V patnXelar rSn obpavUv. Matt, xviii. 3.
3 Horn., xi. 26; cf. Recogn., vi. 9 : “ Amen duo vobis, nisi quis denue 

renatus fuerit ex aqua, non introibit in regrut ccelorum." Cf. Clem. Horn. 
Epitome, § 18. In this much later compilation the passage, altered and 
manipulated, is of no interest. Uhlhorn, Die Homilien u. Recogn., 1834, p. 
43 f.; Schliemann, Die Clcrnentinen, 1844, p. 334 f.
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was probably derived from that Gospel; at any rate, it cannot be 
maintained as a quotation from our fourth Gospel, and it is, there
fore, of no value as evidence even for its existence. Were it 
successfully traced to that work, however, the passage would throw 
no light on the authorship and character of the fourth Gospel.

If we tum for a moment from this last of the points of evidence 
adduced by Tischendorf for the use of the fourth Gospel by 
Justin, to consider how far the circumstances of the history of 
Jesus narrated by Justin bear upon this quotation, we have a 
striking confirmation of the results we have otherwise attained. 
Not only is there a total absence from his writings of the peculiar 
terminology and characteristic expressions of the fourth Gospel, 
but there is no allusion made to any of the occurrences 
exclusively narrated by that Gospel, although many of these, and 
many parts of the Johannine discourses of Jesus, would have been 
peculiarly suitable for his purpose. We have already pointed out 
the remarkable absence of any use of the expressions by which 
the Logos doctrine is stated in the prologue. We may now 
add that Justin makes no reference to any of the special 
miracles of the fourth Gospel. He is apparently quite ignorant 
even of the raising of Lazarus. On the other hand, he gives repre
sentations of the birth, life, and death of Jesus, which are ignored 
by the Johannine Gospel, and are opposed to its whole con
ception of Jesus as the Logos ; and when he refers to circum
stances which are also narrated in that Gospel, his account is 
different from that which it gives. Justin perpetually speaks of 
the birth of Jesus by the Virgin of the race of David and the 
Patriarchs : his Logos thus becomes man’ (not “ flesh ”—avfyxvirov, 
not <rap£); he is born in a cave in Bethlehem ;2 he grows in 
stature and intellect by the use of ordinary means like other men ; 
he is accounted the son of Joseph the carpenter and Mary : he 
himself works as a carpenter, and makes ploughs and yokes.3 
When Jesus is baptised by John, a fire is kindled in Jordan; and 
Justin evidently knows nothing of John’s express declaration in 
the fourth Gospel, that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of G od/ 
Justin refers to the change of name of Simon in connection with 
his recognition of the Master as “ Christ the Son of God,”5 which 
is narrated quite differently in the fourth Gospel (i. 40-42), 
where such a declaration is put into the mouth of Nathaniel 
(i. 49), which Justin ignores. Justin does not mention Nicodemus 
either in connection with the statement regarding the necessity of 
being “ bom from above,” or with the entombment (xix. 39). He 
has the prayer and agony in the garden,6 which the fourth Gospel

* D ia l.  100, etc. 2 lb . , 78. 3 Ib.y 88.
4 Ib.y 88. 5 Jb.t IOO. 6 lb .t 99, 103.
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excludes, as well as the cries on the cross which that Gospel does not 
contain. Then, according to Justin, the last supper takes place 
on the 14th Nisan,1 whilst the fourth Gospel, ignoring the Pass- 
over and last supper, represents the last meal as eaten on the 13th 
Nisan (John xiii. 1 f., cf. xviii. 28). He likewise contradicts the 
fourth Gospel in limiting the work of Jesus to one year. In fact, 
it is impossible for writings, so full of quotations of the words of 
Jesus and of allusions to the events of his life, more completely to 
ignore or vary from the fourth Gospel throughout; and if it could 
be shown that Justin was acquainted with such a work, it would 
follow certainly that he did not consider it an Apostolical or 
authoritative composition.

We may add that, as Justin so distinctly and directly refers to 
the Apostle John as the author of the Apocalypse,3 there is con
firmation of the conclusion, otherwise arrived at, that he did not, 
and could not, know the Gospel and also ascribe it to him. 
Finally, the description which Justin gives of the manner of teach
ing of Jesus excludes the idea that he knew the fourth Gospel: 
“ Brief and concise were the sentences uttered by him ; for he was 
no Sophist, but his word was the power of God.”3 No one could 
for a moment assert that this description applies to the long and 
artificial discourses of the fourth Gospel, whilst, on the other hand, 
it eminently describes the style of teaching in the Synoptics, with 
which the numerous Gospels in circulation amongst early Christians 
were, of course, more nearly allied.

The inevitable conclusion at which we must arrive is that, 
far from indicating any acquaintance with the fourth Gospel, the 
writings of Justin not only do not furnish the slightest evidence of 
its existence, but offer presumptive testimony against its Aposto
lical origin.

Tischendorf only devotes a short note to Hegesippus,4 and does 
not pretend to find in the fragments of his writings preserved to 
us by Eusebius, or the details of his life which he has recorded, 
any evidence for our Gospels. Apologists generally admit that 
this source, at least, is barren of all testimony for the fourth 
Gospel, but Dr. Westcott cannot renounce so important a witness 
without an effort, and he therefore boldly says: “ When he 
(Hegesippus) speaks of ‘ the door of Jesus’ in his account of the 
death of St. James, there can be little doubt that he alludes to the 
language of our Lord recorded by St. John.”3 The passage to

■ “ And it is written that on the day of the Passover you seized him, and 
likewise during the Passover you crucified him ” (D ia l. I l l  ; cf. D ia l .  70; 
Matt. xxvi. 2, 17 f., 30, 57).

3 D ia l.  81. 3 A  pot. 1 i. 14. .
4 Warm warden, u. s. w . , p. 19, anm. I.
5 On the Canon, p. 182 f.
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which Dr. Westcott refers, but which he does not quote, is as 
follows:—“ Certain, therefore, of the ' seven heretical parties 
amongst the people, already described by me in the Memoirs, 
inquired of him, what was the door of Jesus ; and he declared this 
(toitov—Jesus) to be the Saviour. From which some believed 
that Jesus is the Christ. But the aforementioned heretics did not 
believe either a resurrection, or that he shall come to render to 
every one according to his works. As many as believed, how
ever, did so through James.” The rulers, fearing that the people 
would cause a tumult from considering Jesus to be the Messiah 
(Xp«rros), entreat James to persuade them concerning Jesus, and 
prevent their being deceived by him ; and in order that he may 
be heard by the multitude, they place James upon a wing of the 
temple, and cry to him : “ O, just man, whom we all are bound to 
believe, inasmuch as the people are led astray after Jesus, the 
crucified, declare plainly to us what is the door of Jesus.”1 To 
find in this a reference to the fourth Gospel requires a good deal 
of apologetic ingenuity. It is perfectly clear that, as an allusion 
to John x. 7, 9, “ I am the door,” the question, “ What is the 
door of Jesus f” is mere nonsense, and the reply of James totally 
irrelevant. Such a question in reference to the discourse in the 
fourth Gospel, moreover, in the mouths of the antagonistic Scribes 
and Pharisees, is quite inconceivable, and it is unreasonable to 
suppose that it has any connection with it. Various emendations 
of the text have been proposed to obviate the difficulty of the 
question, but none of these have been adopted, and it has now 
been generally accepted that dvpa is used in an idiomatic sense. 
The word is very frequently employed in such a manner, or 
symbolically, in the New Testament,* and by the Fathers. The 
Jews were well acquainted with a similar use of the word in the 
Old Testament, in some of the Messianic Psalms, as for instance : 
Ps. cxviii. 19, 20 (cxvii. 19, 20, Sept.). 19, “ Open to me the 
gates (irvXas) of righteousness; entering into them, I will give 
praise to the Lord ” ; 20, “ This is the gate (17 irvkrj) of the Lord; 
the righteous shall enter into it. ”3 Quoting this passage, Clement 
of Alexandria remarks : “ But explaining the saying of the prophet, 
Barnabas adds: Many gates (ttdAwv) being open, that which is in 
righteousness is in Christ, in which all those who enter are 
blessed.”'* Grabe explains the passage of Hegesippus by a refer-

' Eusebius, H. E ., ii. 23.
* Cf. Acts xiv. 27 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 9 ; 2 Cor. ii. 12 ; Col. iv. 3 ; James v. 9 ;  

Rev. iii. 8, 20; iv. 1.
3 Cf. Ps. xxiv. 7-8 (xxiii. 7-8, Sept.).
4 Strom, vi. 8, § 64. This passage is not to be found in the Epistle of 

Barnabas.
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ence to the frequent allusions in Scripture to the two ways : one 
of light, the other of darkness; the one leading to life, the other 
to death ; as well as the simile of two gates which is coupled with 
them, as in Matt. vii. 13 f. He, therefore, explains the question 
of the rulers, “ What is the door of Jesus?” as an inquiry into 
the judgment of James concerning him : whether he was a teacher 
of truth or a deceiver of the people; whether belief in him was 
the way and gate of life and salvation, or of death and perdition.' 
He refers as an illustration to the Epistle of Barnabas, xviii.: 
“ There are two ways of teaching and of power : one of light, the 
other of darkness. But there is a great difference between the 
two ways.” The Epistle, under the symbol of the two ways, 
classifies the whole of the moral law.2 In the Clementine 
Homilies, xviii. 17, there is a version of the saying, Matt. vii. 13 f., 
derived from another source, in which “ way ” is more decidedly 
even than in our first Synoptic made the equivalent of “ gate ” : 
“ Enter ye through the narrow and straitened way (oSos) through 
which we shall enter into life.” Eusebius himself, who has preserved 
the fragment, evidently understood it distinctly in the same sense, 
and he gives its true meaning in another of his works, where he 
paraphrases the question into an inquiry, as to the opinion which 
James held concerning Jesus (riva irepl to? ’Ijjo-o? i\o i Sofcav).* 
This view is supported by many learned men, and Routh has 
pointed out that Emesti considered he would have been right in 
making SiSayi), doctrine, teaching, the equivalent of ffvpa, 
although he admits that Eusebius never uses it in his history 
in connection with Christian doctrine.'* He might, however, 
have instanced this passage, in which it is clearly used in this 
sense, and so explained by Eusebius. There is evidently 
no intention on the part of the Scribes and Pharisees to 
ridicule, in asking, “ What is the door of Jesus?” but they 
desire James to declare plainly to the people the teaching 
of Jesus, and his personal pretension. To suppose that the 
rulers of the Jews set James upon a wing of the temple, in order 
that they might ask him a question, for the benefit o f the

1 Spin'!. Pair., « ., p. 254.
2 In like manner the Clementine Homilies give a peculiar version o f Deut. 

xxx. 15 : “ Behold I have set before thy face the way of life, and the way of 
death” (H o r n xviii. 17, cf. vii. 7). We have already shown (p. l5 o f .)  that 
The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles (i.-vi.) is based upon this text.

3 Demonstrat. Evang., iii. 7 ; Routh, Pel. Sacr., i., p. 235.
4 "Si ego in Glossisponerem: Biipa, SiSaxn, rectum esset. Sedrespieerem adloca 

Grteeorum theologorum v. c. Eusebii in Hist. Eecl. uhi non semeI 66pa Xpustoo 
( sic) de doctrina Christiana dicitur." Dissert. Dc Usu Glossariomm. Routh, 
Pe/iq. Sacree., »., p. 236. Donaldson gives as the most probable meaning; 
“ To what is it that Jesus is to lead us ? And James’ answer is therefore : ‘To 
salvation’ ” (Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 190, note).
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multitude, based upon a discourse in the fourth Gospel, unknown 
to the Synoptics, and even in relation to which such an inquiry 
as, “ YVhat is the door of Jesus ?’’ becomes mere ironical 
nonsense, surpasses all that we could have imagined even of 
apologetic zeal.

We have already said all that is necessary with regard to 
Hegesippus, in connection with the Synoptics, and need not add 
more here. It is certain that had he written anything interesting 
about our Gospels, and, we may say, particularly about the fourth, 
the fact would have been recorded by Eusebius. 1

Nor need we add much to our remarks regarding Papias of 
Hierapolis. 2 It is perfectly clear that the works of Matthew and 
Mark,3 regarding which he records such important particulars, are 
not the Gospels in our Canon, which pass under their names ; he 
does not seem to have known anything of the third Synoptic; 
and there is no reason to suppose that he referred to the fourth 
Gospel or made use of it. He is, therefore, at least, a total blank 
so far as the Johannine Gospel and our third Synoptic are 
concerned, but he is more than this, and it may, we think, be 
concluded that Papias was not acquainted with any such Gospels 
which he regarded as Apostolic compositions, or authoritative 
documents. Had he said anything regarding the composition or 
authorship of the fourth Gospel, Eusebius would certainly have 
mentioned the fact; and this silence of Papias is strong presumptive 
evidence against the Johannine Gospel. Tischendorfs argument 
in regard to the Phrygian Bishop is mainly directed to this point, 
and he maintains that the silence of Eusebius does not make 
Papias a witness against the fourth Gospel, and does not involve 
the conclusion that he did not know it, inasmuch as it was not, 
he affirms, the purpose of Eusebius to record the mention or use 
of the books of the New Testament which were not disputed.4 It 
might be contended that this reasoning is opposed to the practice 
and express declaration of Eusebius himself, who says : “ But in 
the course of the history I shall, with the successions (from the 
Apostles), carefully intimate what ecclesiastical writers of the 
various periods made use of the Antilegomtna (or disputed 
writings), and which of them, and what has been stated by these 
as well regarding the collected (tvSwi&jKot) and Homologoutnena

' See remarks regarding the Silence of Eusebius ; Preface to Complete ed., 
p. xviii. f.

3 P. 276 f. ; Preface to Complete ed., p. xxi. f.
3 It is evident that Papias did not regard the works by “ Matthew” and 

“ Mark ” which he mentions, as of any authority. Indeed, all that he 
reports regarding the latter is merely apologetic, and in deprecation of 
criticism.

* W ann warden, u. s. tv., p. 112 f.
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(or accepted writings), as regarding those which are not of this 
kind.”1 It is not worth while, however, to dwell upon this here. 
The argument in the case of Papias stands upon a broader basis. 
It is admitted that Eusebius engages carefully to record what 
ecclesiastical writers state regarding the Homologoumena, and that 
he actually does so. Now Papias has himself expressed the high 
value he attached to tradition, and his eagerness in seeking 
information from the Presbyters. The statements regarding the 
Gospels composed by Matthew and Mark, quoted by Eusebius, 
are illustrative at once both of the information collected by 
Papias and of that cited by Eusebius. How comes it, then, that 
nothing whatever is’ said about the fourth Gospel, a work so 
peculiar and of such exceptional importance, said to be composed 
by the Apostle whom Jesus loved ? Is it possible to suppose that, 
when Papias collected from the Presbyter the facts which he has 
recorded concerning Matthew and Mark, he would not also have 
inquired about a Gospel by John, had he known of it ? Is it 
possible that he could have had nothing interesting to tell about a 
work presenting so many striking and distinctive features ? Had 
he collected any information on the subject, he would certainly 
have recorded it, and as certainly Eusebius would have quoted 
what he said,2 as he did the account of the other two Gospels, for 
he even mentions that Papias made use of the ist Epistle of John 
and ist Epistle of Peter, two equally accepted writings. The 
legitimate presumption, therefore, is that, as Eusebius did not 
mention the fact, he did not find anything regarding the fourth 
Gospel in the work of Papias, and that Papias was not acquainted 
with it. This presumption is confirmed by the circumstance that 
when Eusebius writes, elsewhere (H. E., iii. 24), of the order of 
the Gospels, and the composition of John’s Gospel, he has no 
greater authority to give for his account than vague tradition : 
“  they say ” (cfxxo-i).

Proceeding from this merely negative argument, Tischendorf 
endeavours to show that not only is Papias not a witness against 
the fourth Gospel, but that he presents evidence in its favour. 
The first reason he advances is that Eusebius states : “ The same 
(Papias) made use of testimonies out of the first Epistle of John, 
and likewise out of that of Peter.”3 On the supposed identity of 
the authorship of the Epistle and Gospel, Tischendorf, as in the 
case of Polycarp, claims this as evidence for the fourth Gospel. 
Eusebius, however, does not quote the passages upon which he 
bases this statement, and, knowing his inaccuracy and the hasty 
and uncritical manner in which he and the Fathers generally jump

1 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iii. 3 ; cf. iii. 24
2 Cf. Preface to 6th ed., p. xi. f., xxi. f. 3 Eusebius, H. E .,  iii. 39.
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at such conclusions, we must reject this as sufficient proof that 
Papias really did use the Epistle, and that Eusebius did not 
adopt his opinion from a mere superficial analogy of passages; 
but, if it were certain that Papias actually quoted from the Epistle, 
it does not in the least follow that he ascribed it to the Apostle 
John, and the use of the Epistle would scarcely affect the question 
as to the character and authorship of the fourth Gospel.

The next testimony advanced by Tischendorf is, indeed, of an 
extraordinary character. There is a Latin MS. (Vat. Alex. 14) in 
the Vatican, which Tischendorf assigns to the ninth century, in 
which there is a preface, by an unknown hand, to the Gospel 
according to John, which commences as follows: “ Evangelium 
iohannis manlfestatum et datum est ecclesiis ab iohanne adhuc in 
corport constitute), sicut papias nomine hierapolitanus discipulus 
iohannis carus in exotericis id est in extremis quinque libris retulit ” 
(“The Gospel of John was published and given to the churches 
by John whilst he was still in the flesh, as Papias, named of 
Hierapolis, an esteemed disciple of John, related in his Exoterics, 
that is his last five books ”). Tischendorf says: “ There can, 
therefore, be no more decided declaration made of the testimony 
of Papias for the Johannine Gospel.”1 He wishes to end the 
quotation here, and only refers to the continuation, which he is 
obliged to admit to be untenable, in a note. The passage proceeds : 
“ Disscripsitvero evangelium dictante iohanne rede" (“ He [Papias] 
indeed wrote out the Gospel, John duly dictating ”); then follows 
another passage regarding Marcion, representing him also as a 
contemporary of John, which Tischendorf likewise confesses to be 
untrue.1 Now, Tischendorf admits that the writer desires it to be 
understood that he derived the information that Papias wrote the 
fourth Gospel at the dictation of John likewise from the work of 
Papias, and, as it is perfectly impossible, by his own admissions, 
that Papias, who was not a contemporary of the Apostle, could 
have stated this, the whole passage is clearly fabulous and written 
by a person who never saw the book at all. This extraordinary 
piece of evidence is so obviously absurd that it is passed over in 
silence by other critics, even of the strongest apologetic tendency, 
and it stands here a pitiable instance of the arguments to which 
destitute criticism can be reduced.

In order to do full justice to the last of the arguments of 
Tischendorf, we shall give it in his own words : “ Before we leave 
Papias, we have still to consider one testimony for the Gospel of 
John which Irenaeus, v. 36, § 2, quotes out of the very mouth of 
the Presbyters, those high authorities of Papias: ‘And therefore, 
say they, the Lord declared: In my Father’s house are many

2 lb .,  p. 119, anm. I.1 IVann vmrdm, u. s. w ., p. 119.
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mansions ’ (John xiv. 2). As the Presbyters set this declaration 
in connection with the blessedness of the righteous in the City o f  
God, in Paradise, in Heaven, according as they bear fruit thirty, 
sixty, or one hundred-fold, nothing is more probable than that 
Irenseus takes this whole declaration of the Presbyters, which he 
gives, 1-2, like the preceding description of the thousand 
years’ reign, from the work of Papias. But whether this be its 
origin or not, the authority of the Presbyters is in any case higher 
than that of Papias,” etc.1 Now in the quotation from Irenaeus 
given in this passage Tischendorf renders the oblique construction 
of the text by inserting “ say they,” referring to the Presbyters of 
Papias; and, as he does not give the original, he should at least 
have indicated that these words are supplementary. We shall 
endeavour as briefly as possible to state the facts of the case.

Irenteus, with many quotations from Scripture, is arguing that 
our bodies are preserved, and that the Saints who have suffered 
so much in the flesh shall in that flesh receive the fruits of their 
labours. In v. 33, § 2, he refers to the saying given in Matt,
xix. 29 (Luke xviii. 29, 30), that whosoever has left lands, etc., 
because of Christ shall receive a hundred-fold in this world, and 
in the next, eternal life; and then, enlarging on the abundance of 
the blessings in the Millennial kingdom, he affirms that Creation 
will be renovated, and the earth acquire wonderful fertility ; and 
he adds, §3, “ As the Presbyters who saw John, the disciple of 
the Lord, remember that they heard from him, how the Lord 
taught concerning those times and said,” etc. (“ Quemadmodum 
presbyteri meminerunt, qui Joannem discipu/um Domini viderunt 
audisse se al> eo, quemadmodum de temporibus illis docebat Dominus, 
et dicebat,” e tc .); and then he quotes the passage, “The days will 
come in which vines will grow each having ten thousand Branches,” 
etc.; and “ In like manner that a grain of wheat would produce 
ten thousand ears,” etc. With regard to these, he says, at the 
beginning of the next paragraph, v. 33, (5 4 : “ These things are 
testified in writing by Papias, a hearer of John and associate of 
Polycarp, an ancient man in the fourth of his books : for there 
were five books composed by him.5 And he added, saying: ‘But 
these things are credible to believers. And Judas the traitor not 
believing, and asking how shall such growths be effected by the 
Lord, the Lord said: They who shall come to them shall see.’ 
Prophesying of these times, therefore, Isaiah says: ‘ The Wolf 
also shall feed with the Lamb,’ etc. (quoting Isaiah xi. 6-9) ; and

1 Wann wurdctt, u. s. w ., p. 119 f.
5 Eusebius has preserved the Greek of this passage (H. E . , iii. 39), and goes 

on to contradict the statement of Irenteus that I’apias was a hearer and con
temporary of the Apostles. Eusebius states that I’apias, in his preface, by no 
means asserts that he was.
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again he says, recapitulating : ‘ Wolves and lambs shall then feed 
together,’ ” etc. (quoting Isaiah lxv. 2 5), and so on, continuing his 
argument. It is clear that Irenaeus introduces the quotation from 
Papias, and, ending his reference at “ They who shall come to 
them shall see,” he continues, with a quotation from Isaiah, his 
own train of reasoning. We give this passage to show the 
manner in which Irenseus proceeds. He then continues with the 
same subject, quoting (v. 34, 35) Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, the Apocalypse, and sayings found in the New Testament 
bearing upon the Millennium. In c. 35 he argues that the 
prophecies he quotes of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the Apocalypse 
must not be allegorised away, but that they literally describe the 
blessings to be enjoyed after the coming of Antichrist and the 
resurrection in the New Jerusalem on earth; and he quotes Isaiah 
vi. 12, lx. 5, 21, and a long passage from Baruch iv. 36, v. 9 
(which he ascribes to Jeremiah), Isaiah xlix. t6, Galatians iv. 26, 
Rev. xxi. 2, xx. 2-15, xxi. 1-6, all descriptive, as he maintains, of 
the Millennial kingdom prepared for the saints ; and then, in v. 36, 
the last chapter of his work on heresies, as if resuming his 
previous argument, he proceeds’ : “ § 1. And that these things 
shall ever remain without end Isaiah says : ‘ For like as the new 
heaven and the new earth which I make remain before me, saith 
the Lord, so shall your seed and your name continue,’2 and, as the 
Presbyters say, then those who have been deemed worthy of living 
in heaven shall go thither, and others shall enjoy the delights of 
Paradise, and others shall possess the glory of the City ; for every
where the Saviour shall be seen as those who see him shall be 
worthy. § 2. But that there is this distinction of dwelling ( r i v a l  8c 
ri)v 8uurroX.r)v Tavnfv rljs oiKi/trcajs) of those bearing fruit the 
hundred-fold, and of the (bearers) of the sixty-fold, and of the 
(bearers of) the thirty-fold : of whom some indeed shall be taken 
up into the heavens, some shall live in Paradise, and some shall 
inhabit the City, and that for this reason (81a tovto —propter hoc)
the Lord declared: In the....... (plural) of my Father are many
mansions (to rots to o  irarpos /too /tovas rival w oX X dijJ  For all

' We have the following passage only in the old Latin version, with frag
ments of the Greek preserved by Andrew of Ctesarea in his Comment, in Apoe. , 
xviii., lxiv., and elsewhere.

2 Isaiah lxvi. 22, Sept.
3 With this may be compared John xiv. 2, tv  Trj oUla to v  rarp is  /too poval 

ro\\cU  elotr. If the passage be maintained to be from the Presbyters, the 
variations from the text of the Gospel are important. Doubtless the expres
sion, rd t o o  rarp is pov, may mean “  my father’s house,” and this sense is 
ancient, but a wider sense is far from excluded, and the plural is used. In 
Luke ii. 49 the very phrase occurs, cv t o U  t o o  ra r p it  pov, and in the author
ised version is translated “ about my father’s business” (cf. I Tim. iv. 15). The 
best commentators are divided in opinion regarding the passage in Luke. It is

21
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things are of God, who prepares for all the fitting habitation, as his 
Word says that distribution is made to all by the Father according 
as each is or shall be worthy. And this is the couch upon which 
they recline who are invited to banquet at the Wedding. The 
Presbyters, the disciples of the Apostles, state that this is the order 
and arrangement of those who are saved, and that by such steps 
they advance,”1 etc.

It is impossible for any one who attentively considers the 
whole of this passage, and who makes himself acquainted with the 
manner in which Irenseus conducts his argument, and interweaves 
it with quotations, to assert that the phrase we are considering 
must have been taken from a book referred to three chapters 
earlier, and was not introduced by Irenseus from some other 
source. In the passage from the commencement of the second 
paragraph Irenseus enlarges upon, and illustrates, what “ the 
Presbyters say ” regarding the blessedness of the saints, by quoting 
the view held as to the distinction between those bearing fruit 
thirty-fold, sixty-fold, and one hundred-fold,2 and the interpretation 
given of the saying regarding “many mansions”; but the source of 
his quotation is quite indefinite, and may simply be the exegesis of 
his own day. That this is probably the case is shown by the con
tinuation : “ And this is the Couch upon which they recline who 
are invited to banquet at the Wedding ”—an allusion to the 
marriage supper upon which Irenseus had previously discoursed ;3 
immediately after which phrase, introduced by Irenseus himself, he 
says: “ The Presbyters, the disciples of the Apostles, state that 
this is the order and arrangement of those who are saved,” etc. 
Now, if the preceding passages had been a mere quotation from 
the Presbyters of Papias, such a remark would have been out of 
place and useless; but, being the exposition of the prevailing views, 
Irenseus confirms it and prepares to wind up the whole subject by 
the general statement that the Presbyters, the disciples of the 
Apostles, affirm that this is the order and arrangement of those 
who are saved, and that by such steps they advance and ascend 
through the Spirit to the Son, and through the Son to the Father, 
etc.; and a few sentences after he closes his work.

In no case can it be legitimately affirmed that the citation 
of “ the Presbyters,” and the “ Presbyters, disciples of the 
Apostles,” is a reference to the work of Papias. When quoting

necessary, in a case like the present, to convey the distinct difference between 
the words as they stand in Irenseus and the saying in the fourth GospeL Dr. 
Sanday has “ In my Father’s realm ” (Gospels in Sec. Cent., p. 297).

1 Irenseus, Adv. Hcer., v. 36, §§ 1, 2.
2 Matt. xiii. 8 ; Mark iv. 2 0 ; cf. Matt, xxv, 1 4 - 2 9 ; Luke xix. 1 2 - 2 6  ; x ii . 

47. 48.
3 Adv, H<er., iv. 36, jjjj 5, 6,
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“the Presbyters who saw John, the disciple of the Lord,” three 
chapters before, Irenaeus distinctly states that Papias testifies 
what he quotes in writing in the fourth of his books; but 
there is nothing to indicate that “ the Presbyters ” and “ the 
Presbyters, disciples of the Apostles,” subsequently referred to, 
after a complete change of context, have anything to do with 
Papias. The references to Presbyters in this work of Irenaeus 
are very numerous, and when we remember the importance which 
the Bishop of Lyons attached to “that tradition which comes from 
the Apostles, which is preserved in the Churches by a succession of 
Presbyters,”1 the reference before us assumes a very different com
plexion. In one place, Irenaeus quotes “ the divine Presbyter ” 
(o 6 a  as Trparf3vrr)s), “  the God-loving Presbyter ” (6 dto^iXys 
Tparfiv-nfs),  ̂ who wrote verses against the heretic Marcus. 
Elsewhere he supports his extraordinary statement that the public 
career of Jesus, instead of being limited to a single year, extended 
over a period of twenty years, and that he was nearly fifty when 
he suffered, 3 by the appeal: “ As the gospel and all the Presbyters 
testify, who in Asia met with John the disciple of the Lord 
(stating) that these things were transmitted to them by John. For 
he continued among them till the times of Trajan.”'* That these 
Presbyters are not quoted from Papias may be inferred from 
the fact that Eusebius, who had his work, cites the passage 
from Irenaeus without allusion to Papias; and as he adduces two 
witnesses only, Irenaeus and Clement of Alexandria, to prove the 
assertion regarding John, he would certainly have referred to the 
earlier authority, had the work of Papias contained the statement, 
as he does for the stories regarding the daughters of the Apostle 
Philip, the miracle in favour of Justus, and other matters.5 We 
need not refer to Clement, nor to Polycarp, who had been “ taught 
by Apostles,” and the latter of whom Irenaeus knew in his youth.6 
Irenaeus in one place also gives a long account of the teaching of 
some one upon the sins of David and other men of old, which he 
introduces : “ As I have heard from a certain Presbyter, who had 
heard it from those who had seen the Apostles, and from those

1 A dv. H ar., iii. 2, § 2 ; cf. i. 10, § 1 ; 27, §§ 1, 2 ; ii. 22, § 5 ; *>'■ H *!-
3. i  4  ; 21. § 3 : iv- 27, § 1 ; 32, § 1 ; v. 20, § 2 ; 30, § 1.

2 lb .,  i. 15, § 6. 3 lb ., ii. 22, §§ 4, 6.
4 A d v . H ar., ii. 22, § 5 ; cf. Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 23. “ In Asia” evidently

refers chiefly to Ephesus, as is shown by the passage quoted immediately after
by Eusebius from Adv. H ar., iii. 3, § 4, “ the Church in Ephesus also.......
where John continued until the times of Trajan, is a witness to the truth of the 
apostolic tradition.”

5 Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 39.
6 A d v . H ar., iii. 3, §§ 3, 4. Fragment from his Epistle to Florinus pre

served by Eusebius, H. £ . ,  v. 20.
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who learnt from them,”1 etc. Further on, speaking evidently of a 
different person, he says: “ In this manner also a Presbyter 
disciple of the Apostles reasoned regarding the two Testaments”:2 
and quotes fully. In another place Irenaeus, after quoting Gen. 
ii. 8, “ And God planted a Paradise eastward in Eden,” etc., 
states: “ Wherefore the Presbyters, who are disciples of the 
Apostles (oi wp«T/3vTtpoL, t w  dnxrroXwv ftafhjrau) say that 
those who were translated had been translated thither,” there to 
remain, till the consummation of all things, awaiting immortality: 
and Irenaeus explains that it was into this Paradise that Paul was 
caught up (2 Cor. xii. 4).  ̂ It seems highly probable that these 
“ Presbyters, the disciples of the Apostles,” who are quoted on 
Paradise, are the same “ Presbyters, the disciples of the 
Apostles,” referred to here on the same subject (v. 36, 1,
2); but there is nothing to connect them with Papias. 
He also speaks of the Septuagint translation of the Bible as 
the version of the “ Presbyters,”4 and on several occasions he 
calls Luke “ the follower and disciple of the Apostles ” ( Sectator 
et discipulus apostolorum)^ and characterises Mark as “ the inter
preter and follower of Peter ” ( interpres et sectator Petri),6 and 
refers to both as having learnt from the words of the Apostles.7 
Here is, therefore, a wide choice of Presbyters, including even 
Evangelists, to whom the reference of Irenaeus may with equal 
right be ascribed,8 so that it is unreasonable to claim it as an 
allusion to the work of Papias.9 In fact, Dr. Tischendorf and I)r. 
Westcott10 stand almost alone in advancing this passage as evidence

1 Quemadmodum audivi a quodam presbylero, qui audierat ab his qni 
apostolos viderant, ct ab his qui didicerant, etc. (Adv. H er ., iv. 27, § 1 ; cf. 
§ 2 ; 30, §1). This has been variously conjectured to be a reference to Poly
carp, Papias, and Pothinus, his predecessor at I.yons ; but it is admitted by all 
to lie impossible to decide upon the point.

2 Hujusmodi quoque de duobtis testamentis senior apostoloruni discipuius 
disputabat, etc. (Adv. l ia r . , iv. 32, §1).

3 Adv. H cer.,\. 5, § 1. 4 lb ., iii. 21, §§ 3, 4.
3 lb ., i. 23, § 1 ; iii. 10, § 1 ; 14, § I. 6 lb ., iii. 10, § 6. 7 lb ., iii. 15, jS 4.
8 In the New Testament the term Presbyter is even used in reference to 

Patriarchs and Prophets (Heb. xi. 2 ;  cf. Matt. xv. 2, Mark vii. 3, 5).
9 With regard to the Presbyters quoted by Irenseus generally. Cf. Routh, 

Reliq. Sacra, i., p. 47 f.
Dr. Westcott affirms: “ In addition to the Gospels of St. Matthew and 

St. Mark, Papias appears to have been acquainted with the Gospel of 
St. John. ”(3) He says no more, and offers no evidence for this assertion 
in the text. There are two notes, however, on the same page, which 
we shall now quote, the second being that to which (3) above refers. “  * No 
conclusion can be drawn from Eusebius’ silence as to express testimonies of 
Papias to the Gospel of St. John, as we are ignorant of his special plan, and 
the title of his book shows that it was not intended to include ‘ all the oracles 
of the Lord ’ (see p. 61, note 2).” The second note is : “ 3 There is also ('. ?) 
an allusion to it in the quotation from the ‘ Elders’ found in Irenteus (lib . v.
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that either Papias or his Presbyters were acquainted with the 
fourth Gospel; and this renders the statement which is made by 
them without any discussion all the more indefensible. Scarcely 
a single writer, however apologetic, seriously cites it amongst the 
external testimonies for the early existence of the Gospel, and the 
few who do refer to the passage merely mention, in order to 
abandon, it. So far as the question as to whether the fourth 
Gospel was mentioned in the work of Papias is concerned, the 
passage has practically never entered into the controversy at all, 
the great mass of critics having recognised that it is of no 
evidential value, and, by common consent, tacitly excluded 
it It is admitted that the Bishop of Hierapolis cannot be 
shown to have known the fourth Gospel, and the majority affirm 
that he actually was not acquainted with it. Being, therefore, so 
completely detached from Papias, it is obvious that the passage 
does not in any way assist the fourth Gospel, but becomes assign
able to vague tradition, and subject to the cumulative force of 
objections, which prohibit an early date being ascribed to so in
definite a reference.

Before passing on there is one other point to mention : Andrew 
of Caesarea, in the preface to his Commentary on the Apocalypse, 
mentions that Papias maintained “ the credibility ” (rb  agidirurrov) 
of that book, or, in other words, its apostolic origin.1 His 
strong millenarian opinions would naturally make such a composi
tion stand high in his esteem, if indeed it did not materially con
tribute to the formation of his views, which is still more probable. 
Apologists admit the genuineness of this statement; nay, claim it 
as undoubted evidence of the acquaintance of Papias with the

ad. f.) which probably was taken from Papias (fr. v. Routh et Not!.). The 
Latin passage containing a reference to the Gospel which is published as a 
fragment of ‘ Papias’ by Grabe and Routh (fr. xi.) is taken from the * Dictionary’ 
of a mediaeval Papias quoted by Grabe upon the passage, and not from the 
present Papias. The ‘ Dictionary’ exists in MS. both at Oxford and Cambridge. 
I am indebted to the kindness of a friend for this explanation of what seemed 
to beastrange forgery” (On the Canon, p. 65). The note 2, p. 61, referred to 
in note 2 quoted above, says on this subject: “ The passage quoted by Iremeus 
from • the Elders ’ may probably be taken as a specimen of his style of inter
pretation ” (!), and then follows a quotation, “ as the Presbyters say,” down 
“ to many mansions.” Dr. Westcott then continues: “ Indeed, from the 
similar mode of introducing the story of the vine which is afterwards referred 
to Papias, it is reasonable to conjecture that this interpretation is one from 
Papins’ Exposition." We have given the whole of the passages to show how 
little evidence there is for the statement which is made. The isolated assertion 
in the text, which is all that most readers would see, is supported by no better 
testimony than that in the preceding note inserted at the fool of an earlier 
page.

1 Andreas, Prolog, in Apocalypsin ; Routh, Pel. Sacra, i.,p . 15.
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Apocalypse.1 Dr. Westcott, for instance, says : “ He maintained, 
moreover, ‘ the divine inspiration’ of the Apocalypse, and com
mented, at least, upon part of it.”2 He must, therefore, have 
recognised the book as the work of the Apostle John, and we shall, 
hereafter, show that it is impossible that the author of the Apoca
lypse was the author of the Gospel; therefore, in this way also, 
Papias is a witness against the Apostolic origin of the fourth 
Gospel.

We must now turn to the Clementine Homilies, although, as we 
have shown,s the uncertainty as to the date of this spurious work, 
and the late period which must undoubtedly be assigned to its 
composition, render its evidence of very little value for the 
canonical Gospels. The passages pointed out in the Homilies as 
indicating acquaintance with the fourth Gospel were long advanced 
with hesitation, and were generally felt to be inconclusive; but on the 
discovery of the concluding portion of the work, and its publica
tion by Dressel in 1853, it was found to contain a passage which 
apologists now claim as decisive evidence of the use of the Gospel, 
and which even succeeded in converting some independent critics.'* 
Tischendorfs and Dr. Westcott,6 in the few lines devoted to the 
Clementines, do not refer to the earlier proof passages, but rely 
entirely upon that last discovered. With a view, however, to 
making the whole of the evidence clear, we shall give all of the 
supposed allusions to the fourth Gospel, confronting them with the 
text. The first is as follows :—

H om. in . 52.
Wherefore he, being the true pro

phet, said :
I am the gate of life: he coming in 

through me cometh in unto life, as 
there is no other teaching which is able 
to save.

AiA roirro abris aXrjthjs tor irpo<fd)TT)s 
fXeyer-
'Eyih d p i  7} tSXij -njs forijr 6 SC Ipov 
eUrepxbpevos elotpxerat els ti)v £u!T]v 
10s ouk obeys Ittp a s rys element Swat- 
p try s  StSaeraXlas.

J o h n  x. 9 .

I am the door (of the sheepfold); if 
anyone enter through me he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and shall go out 
and shall find pasture.

’Eyw elpu T) ffbper St' Ipov Sir ns 
elelXdy, eu tH jeeT a i, teal eleeXetVeroi 
Kal t£eXeSeerai teal ropr/v evpheet.

* Lticke, Einl. OJfenb. Joh., 1852, ii., p. 526 ; Ewald, DU Joh. Schriften, 
ii., p.371 f . ; Guericke, Oesamnitgcsch. N . T., p. 536; Tischendorf, liann  
•warden, u. s. w ., p. 116, etc.

2 On the Canon, p. 65. 3 P. 300 f.
4 Hilgenfeld, who had maintained that the Clementines did not use the 

fourth Gospel, was induced by the passage to which we refer to admit its use. 
Cf. Die E w . Justin's, p. 385 f. ; Die Evangelien, p. 346 f. ; Der /Canon, p. 29; 
Theol. Jahrb., 1854, p. 534, anm. I ; Zeilschr. wiss. Theol., 1865, p. 338. 
Volkmar is inclined to the same opinion, although not with the same decision. 
Theol. Jahrb., 1854, p. 448 f. 

s IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 90 f. 6 On the Canon, p. 252.
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The first point which is apparent here is that there is a total 
difference both in the language and real meaning of these two 
passages. The Homily uses the word irv\ii instead of the dvpa 
of the Gospel, and speaks of the gate of life instead of the 
door of the Sheepfold. We have already1 discussed the passage 
in the Shepherd of Hermas, in which similar reference is made to 
the gate (1rvk.7]) into the kingdom of God, and need not here 
repeat our argument. In Matt. vii. 13, 14 we have the direct 
description of the gate (irvXr/) which leads to life (o’s ttjv fajv), 
and we have elsewhere quoted the Messianic Psalm cxviii. 19, 20: 
“ This is the gate of the Lord (avnj 1) iruX.77 tov Kvplov) -3 the 
righteous shall enter into it.” In another place the author of the 
Homilies, referring to a passage parallel to, but differing from, 
Matt, xxiii. 2, which we have elsewhere considered, 3 and which is 
derived from a Gospel different from ours, says: “ Hear them 
(Scribes and Pharisees who sit upon Moses’s seat), he said, as 
entrusted with the key of the kingdom which is knowledge, which 
alone is able to open the gate of life (iruXi; rijs fonjs), through 
which alone is the entrance to Eternal life.”'* Now, in the very 
next chapter to that in which the saying which we are discussing 
occurs, a very few lines after it, indeed, we have the following 
passage : “ Indeed, he said further: ‘ I am he concerning whom 
Moses prophesied, saying: ‘ a prophet shall the Lord our God 
raise up to you from among your brethren as also (he raised) m e; 
hear ye him regarding all things, but whosoever will not hear that 
prophet he shall die.’ ”5 There is no such saying in the canonical 
Gospels or other books of the New Testament attributed to 
Jesus, but a quotation from Deuteronomy xviii. 15 f., materially 
different from this, occurs twice in the Acts of the Apostles, once 
being put into the mouth of Peter applied to Jesus,6 and the 
second time also applied to him, being quoted by Stephen.? It is 
quite clear that the writer is quoting from uncanonical sources, 
and here is another express declaration regarding himself: “ I am 
he,” etc., which is quite in the spirit of the preceding passage 
which we are discussing, and probably derived from the same 
source. In another place we find the following argument: “ But 
the way is the manner of life, as also Moses says: 1 Behold I have 
set before thy face the way of life, and the way of death ’;8 and in 
agreement the teacher said: ‘ Enter ye through the narrow and 
straitened way through which ye shall enter into life’; and in 
another place, a certain person inquiring, ‘ What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life ?* he intimated the Commandments of the 
Law. ”9 It has to be observed that the Homilies teach the doctrine

3 I'. 308 f.
6 Acts iii. 22.
9 Horn., xviii. 17.

' P. 438 f-
4 Horn., iii. 18. 
7 lb., vii. 37.

3 Ps. cxvii. 20, Sefl. 
s lb., iii. 53.
“ Deut. xxx. 15.
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that the spirit in Jesus Christ had already appeared in Adam, and 
by a species of transmigration passed through Moses and the 
Patriarchs and prophets : “ who from the beginning of the world, 
changing names and forms, passes through Time (rov aliovu. 
until, attaining his own seasons, being on account of his labours 
anointed by the mercy of God, he shall have rest for ever.”1 
Just in the same way, therefore, as the Homilies represent Jesus 
as quoting a prophecy of Moses, and altering it to a personal 
declaration, “ I am the prophet,” etc., so here again they make 
him adopt this saying of Moses and, “ being the true prophet,” 
declare : “ l a m  the gate or the way of life ”—inculcating the 
same commandments of the law which the Gospel of the Homilies 
represents Jesus as coming to confirm and not to abolish. The 
whole system of doctrine of the Clementines, as we shall presently 
see, indicated here even by the definition of “ the true prophet,” 
is so fundamentally opposed to that of the fourth Gospel that 
there is no reasonable ground for supposing that the author made 
use of i t ; and this brief saying, varying as it does in language and 
sense from the parallel in the Gospel, cannot prove acquaintance 
with it. There is good reason to believe that the author of the 
fourth Gospel, who most undeniably derived materials from earlier 
Evangelical works, may have drawn from a source likewise used 
by the Gospel according to the Hebrews, and thence many 
analogies might well be presented with quotations from that or 
kindred Gospels. We find, further, this community of source in 
the fact that in the fourth Gospel, without actual quotation, there 
is a reference to Moses, and, no doubt, to the very passage (Deut. 
xviii. 15) which the Gospel of the Clementines puts into the 
mouth of Jesus, John v. 46: “ For had ye believed Moses ye 
would believe me, for he wrote of me.” Whilst the Ebionite 
Gospel gave prominence to this view of the case, the dogmatic 
system of the Logos Gospel did not permit of more than mere 
reference to it.

The next passage pointed out as derived from the Johannine 
Gospel occurs in the same chapter : “ My sheep hear my voice.”

Mom. i i i . 52.
TA 4fiA Trp6fiaTa olkoucl rr js  iu r j s

J o h n  x. 27.
TA Tr/)6/Sara rA 4 fia  t t ji t p T v i j t  fiov 

aKouei.

There was no more common representation amongst the Jews 
of the relation between God and his people than that of a Shepherd 
and his sheep,2 nor any more current expression than “ hearing 
his voice.” This brief anonymous saying was in all probability 
derived from the same source as the preceding, which cannot be

1 Horn., iii. 20.
2 Cf. Isaiah xl. I I ;  liii. 6 ; Ezek. xxxiv.; Zech. xi.; Hebrews xiii. 20.
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identified with the fourth Gospel. Tradition, and the acknow
ledged existence of other written records of the teaching of Jesus, 
oppose any exclusive claim to this fragmentary saying.

We have already discussed the third passage regarding the new 
birth in connection with Justin,1 and may therefore pass on to the 
last and most important passage, to which we have referred as 
contained in the concluding portion of the Homilies first published 
by Dressel in 1853. We subjoin it in contrast with the parallel in 
the fourth Gospel :—

H om . x ix . 22 .
Wherefore also our Teacher when i 

we inquired regarding the man blind 
from birth and whose sight was 1 
restored by him if this man had 
sinned or his parents that he should j 
be bom blind, answered in explana- j 
tion : Neither this man sinned at all . 
nor his parents, but that through ' 
him the power of God might be made 
manifest, healing the sins of ignorance, j

"Oder teal diddaicaXoi rpxQv wepi rod 
Jk yererfjs rtjpou teal ara^Xl\J/arros 
Tap’ at'rrov i^erd^eor ipoj-rfpratnv, el 
o&rot fjfiaprcv 7) ol yoreU avrov, Xva I 
TixftXbs yevrrjdy, dTetcpiraro' o6re ovrds \ 
ri fjfiaprev, ofrre ol yoreU aitrov, aXA’ 
fra di at'rrov epareputdrj 1) Svrapus too 
deov ttJs dyvolas loip-iirq rd a/iapr^/iara.

J o h n  ix . 1- 3 .
And as he was passing by, he saw 

a man blind from birth.
2. And his disciples asked him 

saying: Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents that he should be born 
blind ?

3. Jesus answered, Neither this man 
sinned, nor his parents, but that the 
works of God might be made manifest 
in him.

1. Kai xapdycor elder ardpwwor 
rv<pX6r itc yererijs. 2. Kai rjpuxnjoav 
avrdr ol fiadijral avrov Xtyovres' 
’PafifieLy rls tfpaprev, oi>ros fj ol yoveit 
avrov, fra riHpXbs yevrrjBy ; 3. ’A.xeKpl0Tj 
’Irjoovs' Otfre ouror fjpLaprev o&rc ol 
yoreti avrov, a\X’ fra (ftarepiody rd 
tpya rov deov ir  aurtp.

It is necessary that we should consider the context of this passage 
in the Homily, the characteristics of which are markedly opposed 
to the theory that it was derived from the fourth Gospel. We 
must mention that, in the Clementines, the Apostle Peter is repre
sented as maintaining that the Scriptures are not all true, but are 
mixed up with what is false, and that on this account, and in order 
to inculcate the necessity of distinguishing between the true and 
the false, Jesus taught his disciples, “ Be ye approved money
changers ”2—an injunction not found in our Gospels. One of the 
points which Peter denies is the fall of Adam - -a doctrine which, 
as Neander remarked, “ he must combat as blasphemy.”-1 At

1 P. 4 7 2  f.
* Horn., iii. 50, cf. 9, 42 f .; ii. 38. The author denies that Moses wrote the 

Pentateuch (Horn., iii. 47 f.).
3 Horn., iii. 20 f., 42 f., viii. 10. “  Die Lehre von einem Sundenfallc des

ersten Menschen musste der Verfasser der dementinen als Gottesldsterung 
bekampfen” (Neander, K. G., ii., p. 612 f.). The Jews at that period held a 
similar belief (Eisenmenger, Entd. Judenthum, i., p. 336). Adam, according 
to the Homilies, not only did not sin, but, as a true prophet possessed of the 
Spirit of God which afterwards was in Jesus, he was incapable of sin 
(Schliemann, Die Clemenlitten, pp. 130, 176 f., 178 f .).
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the part we are considering he is discussing with Simon— under 
whose detested personality, as we have elsewhere shown, the 
Apostle Paul is really attacked—and refuting the charges he brings 
forward regarding the origin and continuance of evil. The Apostle 
Peter, in the course of the discussion, asserts that evil is the same 
as pain and death, but that evil does not exist eternally, and, 
indeed, does not really exist at all, for pain and death are only 
accidents without permanent force—pain is merely the disturbance 
of harmony, and death nothing but the separation of soul from 
body.1 The passions also must be classed amongst the things 
which are accidental, and are not always to exist; but these, 
although capable of abuse, are in reality beneficial to the soul 
when properly restrained, and carry out the will of God. The 
man who gives them unbridled course ensures his own punish
ment.® Simon inquires why men die prematurely and diseases 
periodically come, and also visitations of demons and of madness 
and other afflictions; in reply to which Peter explains that parents, 
by following their own pleasure in all things and neglecting proper 
sanitary considerations, produce a multitude of evils for their 
children, and this either through carelessness or ignorance.3 
Then follows the passage we are discussing : “ Wherefore also our 
Teacher,” etc., and at the end of the quotation he continues: 
“ and truly such sufferings ensue in consequence of ignorance 
and, giving an instance,3 he proceeds : “ Now the sufferings which 
you before mentioned are the consequence of ignorance, and 
certainly not of an evil act, which has been committed,”5 etc. It 
is quite apparent that the peculiar variation from the parallel in 
the fourth Gospel in the latter part of the quotation is not 
accidental, but is the point upon which the whole propriety of the 
quotation depends. In the Gospel of the Clementines the man is 
not blind from his birth, “ that the works of God might be made 
manifest in him ”—a doctrine which would be revolting to the 
author of the Homilies—but the calamity has befallen him in 
consequence of some error of ignorance on the part of his parents 
which brings its punishment; and “ the power of God ” is made 
manifest in healing the sins of ignorance. The reply of Jesus is a 
professed quotation, and it varies very substantially from the parallel

1 Horn., xix. 20.
2 lb ., xix. 21. According to the author of the Clementines, evil is the 

consequence of sin, and is, on one hand, necessary for the punishment of sin ; 
but, on the other, beneficial as leading men to improvement and upward pro
gress. Suffering is represented as wholesome, and intended for the elevation 
of man (cf. Horn., ii. 13 ; vii. 2 j viii. 11). Death was originally designed 
for man, and was not introduced by Adam’s “ fall,” but is really necessary 
to nature, the Homilist considers (cf. Schliemann, Die Clementinen, p. 177, 
p. 168 f.).

3 lb ., xix. 22. * lb ., xix. 22. 5 lb ., xix. 22.
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in the Gospel, presenting evidently a distinctly different version of the 
episode. The substitution of injpos for rv^Xos in the opening is also 
significant, more especially as Justin likewise in his general remark, 
which we have discussed, uses the same word. Assuming the passage 
in the fourth Gospel to be the account of a historical episode, as 
apologists, of course, maintain, the case stands thus :—The author 
of the Homilies introduces a narrative of a historical incident in 
the life of Jesus, which may have been, and probably was, 
reported in many early Gospels in language which, though 
analogous to, is at the same time decidedly different, in the part, 
which is a professed quotation, from that of the fourth Gospel, 
and presents another and natural comment upon the central event. 
The reference to the historical incident is, of course, no evidence 
of dependence on the fourth Gospel, which, although it may 
be the only accidentally surviving work which contains the 
narrative, had no prescriptive and exclusive property in i t ; and so 
far from the partial agreement in the narrative proving the use of 
the fourth Gospel, the only remarkable point is, that all narratives 
of the same event and reports of words actually spoken do not 
more perfectly agree, while, on the other hand, the very decided 
variation in the reply of Jesus, according to the Homily, from that 
given in the fourth Gospel leads to the distinct presumption that 
it is not the source of the quotation.

It is unreasonable to assert that such a reference, without 
the slightest indication of the source from which the author 
derived his information, must be dependent on one particular 
work, more especially when the part which is given as distinct 
quotation substantially differs from the record in that work. We 
have already illustrated this on several occasions, and may once 
more offer an instance. If the first Synoptic had unfortunately 
perished, like so many other gospels of the early Church, and in 
the Clementines we met with the quotation, “ Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven ” (MaKclpioi ol 
ario^oi r<f> irvivpan, on avriov «rrtv r/ fitwikiia rtSv ovpavtav), 
apologists would certainly assert, according to the principle upon 
which they act in the present case, that this quotation was clear 
evidence of the use of Luke vi. 20, “ Blessed are ye poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God ” (Maxaptot ol tt(o \o l, on  
i/uripa iarnv rj fiacnkila. to u  0toC), more especially as a few 
codices actually insert r£ irvevpan, the slight variations being 
merely ascribed to free quotation from memory. In point of fact, 
however, the third Synoptic might not at the time have been in 
existence, and the quotation might have been derived, as it is, 
from Matt. v. 3. Nothing is more certain and undeniable than 
the fact that the author of the fourth Gospel made use of materials 
derived from oral tradition and earlier records for its composition.
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It is equally undeniable that other gospels had access to the same 
materials, and made use of them ; and a comparison of our three 
Synoptics renders very evident the community of materials, includ
ing the use of the one by the other, as well as the diversity o f  
literary handling to which those materials were subjected. It is 
impossible with reason to deny that the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, for instance, as well as other earlier evangelical works 
now lost, may have drawn from the same sources as the 
fourth Gospel, and that narratives derived from the one may 
present analogies with the other whilst still perfectly independent 
of it. Whatever private opinion, therefore, any one may form as 
to the source of the anonymous quotations which we have been 
considering, it is evident that they are totally insufficient to prove 
that the author of the Clementine Homilies must have made use of 
the fourth Gospel, and consequently they do not establish even 
the contemporary existence of that work. If such quotations, 
moreover, could be traced with fifty times greater probability to 
the fourth Gospel, it is obvious that they could do nothing towards 
establishing its historical character and apostolic origin.

Leaving, however, the few and feeble analogies by which apolo
gists vainly seek to establish the existence of the fourth Gospel 
and its use by the author of the Pseudo-Clementine Homilies, and 
considering the question for a moment from a wider point of view, 
the results already attained are more than confirmed. The doc
trines held and strongly enunciated in the Clementines seem to us 
to exclude the supposition that the author can have made use of a 
work so fundamentally at variance with all his views as the fourth 
Gospel, and it is certain that, holding those opinions, he could 
hardly have regarded such a Gospel as an apostolic and authorita
tive document. Space will not permit our entering adequately 
into this argument, and we must refer our readers to works more 
immediately devoted to the examination of the Homilies for a close 
analysis of their dogmatic teaching ; but we may in the briefest 
manner point out some of their more prominent doctrines in 
contrast with those of the Johannine Gospel.

One of the leading and most characteristic ideas of the 
Clementine Homilies is the essential identity of Judaism and 
Christianity. Christ revealed nothing new with regard to God, 
but promulgated the very same truth concerning him as 
Adam, Moses, and the Patriarchs, and the right belief is that 
Moses and Jesus were essentially one and the same.' Indeed, 
it may be said that the teaching of the Homilies is more Jewish 
than Christian. In the preliminary Epistle of the Apostle Peter 
to the Apostle James, when sending the book, Peter entreats that

' Horn., xvii. 4 ; xviii. 14; viii. 6.
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James will not give it to any of the Gentiles,' and James says: 
“ Necessarily and rightly our Peter reminded us to take pre
cautions for the security of the truth, that we should not com
municate the books of his preachings, sent to us, indiscriminately 
to all, but to him who is good and discreet and chosen to teach, 
and who is circumcised,2 being faithful, ”3 etc. Clement also is 
represented as describing his conversion to Christianity in the 
following terms: “ For this cause I fled for refuge to the Holy 
God and Law of the Jews, with faith in the certain conclusion 
that, by the righteous judgment of God, both the Law is pre
scribed and the soul beyond doubt everywhere receives the 
desert of its actions.”4 Peter recommends the inhabitants of 
Tyre to follow what are really Jewish rites, and to hear “ as the 
God-fearing Jews have heard.”* The Jew has the same truth as 
the Christian : “ For as there is one teaching by both (Moses and 
Jesus), God accepts him who believes either of these.”6 The 
Law was in fact given by Adam as a true prophet knowing all 
things, and it is called “ Eternal,” and neither to be abrogated by 
enemies nor falsified by the impious.? The author, therefore, 
protests against the idea that Christianity is any new thing, and 
insists that Jesus came to confirm, not abrogate, the Mosaic Law.8 
On the other hand, the author of the fourth Gospel represents 
Christianity in strong contrast and antagonism to Judaism. In 
his antithetical system, the religion of Jesus is opposed to 
Judaism as well as all other belief, as light to darkness and life to 
death.5 The Law which Moses gave is treated as merely national, 
and neither of general application nor intended to be permanent, 
being only addressed to the Jews. It is perpetually referred to 
as the “ Law of the Jews,” “ your Law”—and the Jewish festivals 
as Feasts of the Jews ; and Jesus neither held the one in any 
consideration nor did he scruple to show his indifference to the 
other.10 The very name of “ the Jews,” indeed, is used as an 
equivalent for the enemies of Christ." The religion of Jesus is 
not only absolute, but it communicates knowledge of the Father 
which the Jews did not previously possess.12 The inferiority of 
Mosaism is everywhere represented : “ And out of his fulness all 
we received, and grace for grace. Because the Latv was given

1 Ep. Petri ad Jacob., § I. 2 Cf. Galatians ii. 7.
3 Contestatio, § I .  4 Horn., iv. 22.
5 lb ., vii. 4 ; cf. ii. 19, 20; xiii. 4. 6 lb ., viii. 6, cf. 7.
7 lb ., viii. 10. 8 lb ., iii. 51.
9 John xii. 46 ; i. 4, 5, 7 f.; iii. 19-21 ; v. 24 ; viii. 12 ; ix. 5 ; xii. 35 

xiv. 6.
19 lb ., ii. 13 ; iv. 20 f.; v. I, 16, 18 ; vi. 4 ; vii. 2, 19, 22; viii. 17; ix. 16, 

28, 29; x. 34 ; xv. 2c, etc. 
lb ., vi. 42, 52, etc.

12 lb ., i. 18 ; viii. 19, 31 f., 54, 55 ; xv. 21 f.; xvii. 25, 26.
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through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”1 
“ Verily, verily I say unto you : Moses did not give you the bread 
from Heaven, but my Father giveth you the true bread from 
heaven.”’ The fundamental difference of Christianity from 
Judaism will further appear as we proceed.

The most essential principle of the Clementines, again, is Mono
theism — the absolute oneness of God — which the author 
vehemently maintains as well against the ascription of divinity to 
Christ as against heathen Polytheism and the Gnostic theory of 
the Demiurge as distinguished from the Supreme God. Christ 
not only is not God, but he never asserted himself to be so. 3 He 
wholly ignores the doctrine of the Logos, and his speculation is 
confined to the 2 o t h e  Wisdom of Proverbs viii., etc., and is, 
as we shall see, at the same time a less developed and very 
different doctrine from that of the fourth Gospel/ The idea of a 
hypostatic Trinity seems to be quite unknown to him, and would 
have been utterly abhorrent to his mind as sheer Polytheism. On 
the other hand, the fourth Gospel proclaims the doctrine of a 
hypostatic Trinity in a more advanced form than any other writing 
of the New Testament. It is, indeed, the fundamental principle 
of the work, as the doctrine of the Logos is its most characteristic 
feature. In the beginning the Word not only was with God, but 
“ the Word was God” Jjv 6 Adyos).s He is the “ only 
begotten God ” (fjovoyevrys &ds),6 and his absolutely divine nature 
is asserted both by the Evangelist and in express terms in the 
discourses of Jesus.? Nothing could be more opposed to the 
principles of the Clementines.

According to the Homilies, the same Spirit, the Eô mo, 
appeared in Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
and finally in Jesus, who are the only “ true prophets,” and are 
called the seven Pillars (orra irrvXoi) of the world.8 These 
seven persons, therefore, are identical, the same true Prophet and 
Spirit “ who from the beginning of the world, changing names and 
forms, passes through time,”9 and these men were thus essentially 
the same as Jesus. As Neander rightly observes, the author of 
the Homilies “ saw in Jesus a new appearance of that Adam whom 
he had ever venerated as the source of all the true and divine in 
man.”10 We need not point out how different these views are from

' John i. 16, 17 ; cf. x. 1, 8. 8 lb ., vi. 32 f. 3 Horn., xvi. 15 f.
* Cf. Domer, Lehre Pers. Christi, i., p. 334. 5 John i. 1.
6 lb . , i. 18. This is the reading of the Cod. Sinaiticus, of the Cod. Vati- 

canus, and Cod. C., as well as of other ancient MSS., and it must be accepted 
as the best authenticated.

7 lb ., i. 2 ; v. 17 f. ; x. 30 f., 38 ; xiv. 7 f., 23; xvii. 5, 21 f., etc.
8 Horn., iii. 20 f. ; ii. 15 ; viii. 10 ; xvii. 4 ;  xviii. 14.
9 lb ., iii. 20. A'. G., ii., p. 622 ; cf. Horn., iii. 18 f.
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the Logos doctrine of the fourth Gospel. In other points there is 
an equally wide gulf between the Clementines and the fourth 
Gospel. According to the author of the Homilies, the chief dogma 
of true religion is Monotheism. Belief in Christ, in the specific 
Johannine sense, is nowhere inculcated, and where belief is spoken 
of it is merely belief in God. No dogmatic importance whatever 
is attached to faith in Christ or to his sufferings, death, and resur
rection, and of the doctrines of Atonement and Redemption there 
is nothing in the Homilies—everyone must make his own recon
ciliation with God, and bear the punishment of his own sins.1 On 
the other hand, the representation of Jesus as the Lamb of God 
taking away the sins of the world2 is the very basis of the fourth 
Gospel. The passages are innumerable in which belief in Jesus is 
insisted upon as essential. “ He that believeth in the Son hath 
eternal life, but he that believeth not the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God abideth on him ”3........“ for if ye believe not
that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”* In fact, the whole of 
Christianity, according to the author of the fourth Gospel, is con
centrated in the possession of faith in Christ.5 Belief in God 
alone is never held to be sufficient; belief in Christ is necessary 
for salvation; he died for the sins of the world, and is the object 
of faith, by which alone forgiveness and justification before God 
can be secured. The same discrepancy is apparent in smaller 
details. In the Clementines the Apostle Peter is the principal 
actor, and is represented as the chief amongst the Apostles. In 
the Epistle of Clement to James, which precedes the Homilies, 
Peter is described in the following terms: “ Simon, who, on 
account of his true faith and of the principles of his doctrine, 
which were most sure, was appointed to be the foundation of the 
Church; and for this reason his name was by the unerring voice of 
Jesus himself changed to Peter; the first-fruit of our Lord ; the first 
of the Apostles; to whom first the Father revealed the son ; whom 
the Christ deservedly pronounced blessed ; the called and chosen 
and companion and fellow-traveller (of Jesus); the admirable and 
approved disciple, who as fittest of all was commanded to 
enlighten the West, the darker part of the world, and was enabled 
to guide it aright,” etc.6 He is here represented as the Apostle 
to the Heathen, the hated Apostle Paul being robbed of that 
honourable title ; and he is, in the spirit of this introduction, made 
to play, throughout, the first part amongst the Apostles. In the

1 Horn., iii. 6 f. 2 John i. 29 ; cf. iii. 14 f., iv. 42, etc.
3 lb., iii. 36 ; cf. 16 f. * lb., viii. 24.
5 lb., iii. 14 f .  ; v. 24 f. ; vi. 29, 35 40, 47, 65; vii. 38; viii. 24, 51 ; 

ix. 25 f. ; x. 9, 28; xi. 25 f . ; xii. 47 ; xiv. 6; xv. 5 f. ; xvi. 9 ; xvii. 2 f. ; 
xx. 31.

6 E p . Clem. ad. Jacobum, § I.

Digitized by L j O O Q l e



4 9 6 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

fourth Gospel, however, he is assigned a place quite secondary to 
John, who is the disciple whom Jesus loved, and who leans on his 
bosom.* We shall only mention one other point. The Homilist, 
when attacking the Apostle Paul, under the name of Simon the 
Magician, for his boast that he had not been taught by man, but 
by a revelation of Jesus Christ,2 whom he had only seen in a 
vision, inquires: “ Why, then, did the Teacher remain and 
discourse a whole year to us who were awake, if you became his 
Apostle after a single hour of instruction ?”•* As Neander aptly 
remarks: “ If the author had known from the Johannine 
Gospel that the teaching of Christ had continued for several yean, 
he would certainly have had particularly good reason instead of 
one year to set several."* It is obvious that an author with so 
vehement an animosity against Paul would assuredly have 
strengthened his argument by adopting the more favourable 
statement of the fourth Gospel as to the duration of the ministry 
of Jesus, had he been acquainted with that work.

Our attention must now be turned to the anonymous com
position known as the Epistle to Diognetus, general particulars 
regarding which we have elsewhere given.5 This Epistle, it is 
admitted, does not contain any quotation from any evangelical 
work, but on the strength of some supposed references it is 
claimed by apologists as evidence for the existence of the fourth 
Gospel. Tischendorf, who only devotes a dozen lines to this 
work, states his case as follows : “ Although this short apologetic 
Epistle contains no precise quotation from any gospel, yet it 
has repeated references to evangelical, and particularly to 
Johannine, passages. For when the author writes, ch. 6: 
‘ Christians dwell in the world, but they are not of the world ’ ; 
and in ch. io  : ‘ For God has loved men, for whose sakes he made
the world....... to whom he sent his only begotten Son,’ the
reference to John xvii. 11 But they are in the world ’); 14 (‘ The 
world hateth them, for they are not of the world’); 16 (‘ They 
are not of the world as I am not of the world’) ; and to John iii.
16 (‘ God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son ’),
is hardly to be mistaken.”6

Dr. Westcott still more emphatically claims the Epistle as 
evidence for the fourth Gospel, and we shall, in order impartially 
to consider the question, likewise quote his remarks in full upon

' Cf. John xiii. 23 25 ; xix. 26 f.; xx. 2 f.; xxi. 3 f., 7, 20 f.
2 Gal. i. 12 f. 3 Horn., xvii. 19.
4 K. G., ii., p. 624, anm. I. 5 P. 320 f.
6 Warm wurden, u. s. w ., p. 40. We may mention that neither Tischen

dorf nor Dr. Westcott gives the Greek of any of the passages pointed out 
in the Epistle, nor do they give the original text of the parallels in the 
Gospel.
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the point; but, as he introduces his own paraphrase of the 
context in a manner which does not properly convey its true 
nature to a reader who has not the Epistle before him, we shall 
take the liberty of putting the actual quotations in italics, and the 
rest must be taken as purely the language of Dr. Westcott. We 
shall hereafter show also the exact separation which exists between 
phrases which are here, with the mere indication of some 
omission, brought together to form the supposed references to the 
fourth Gospel. Dr. Westcott says : “ In one respect the two 
parts of the book are united,1 inasmuch as they both exhibit a 
combination of the teaching of St. Paul and St. John. The love 
of God, it is said in the letter to Diognetus, is the source of love 
in the Christian, who must needs ‘ love God who thus first loved him ' 
(rpoayamfravra), and find an expression for this love by loving 
his neighbour, whereby he will be ‘ an imitator of God.' ‘ For 
God loved men, fo r whose sakes He made the world, to whom He
subjected a ll things that are in the earth....... unto whom (irpos) He
sent His only begotten Son, to whom He promised the kingdom in 
heaven (tt)v iv ovpavjt f3<uri\*lav), and w ill give it  to those 
who love him.' God’s will is mercy ; ‘ He sent His Son as wishing
to save {in aufiyni)....... and not to condemn,' and as witnesses of
this ‘ Christians dwell in the world, though they are not of the 
world.’"1 At the close of the paragraph he proceeds: “ The 
presence of the teaching of St. John is here placed beyond all 
doubt. There are, however, no direct references to the Gospels 
throughout the letter, nor indeed any allusions to our Lord’s 
discourses.”3

As we have already stated, the writer of the Epistle to Diognetus 
is unknown; Diognetus, the friend to whom it is addressed, is 
equally unknown; the letter is neither mentioned nor quoted by 
any of the Fathers, nor by any ancient writer, and there is no 
external evidence as to the date of the composition. It existed

1 This is a reference to the admitted fact that the first ten chapters are by a 
different author from the writer of the last two.

1 On the Canon, p. 77. Dr. Westcott continues, referring to the later and 
more recent part of the Epistle: “ So in the conclusion we read that ‘ the
Word who was from the beginning.......at His appearance speaking boldly
manifested the mysteries of the Father to those who were judged faithful by 
Him.’ And these again to whom the Word speaks, ‘ from love of that which 
is revealed to them,’ share their knowledge with others.” It is not necessary 
to discuss this, both because of the late date of the two chapters and because 
there is certainly no reference at all to the Gospel in the words. We must, 
however, add that, as the quotation is given, it conveys quite a false impression 
of the text. We may just mention that the phrase which Dr. Westcott quotes 
as “ the Word who was from the beginning” is in the text, “ This is he who 
was from the beginning” {ohr<n b dir" Apxv*), although “ the Word ” is in the 
context, and no doubt intended.

3 lb ., p. 78.
2K
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only in one codex, destroyed at Strasburg during the Franco- 
German .war, the handwriting of which was referred to the 
thirteenth or fourteenth century ; but it is far from certain that it 
was so old. The last two chapters are a falsification by a later 
writer than the author of the first ten. There is no internal 
evidence in this brief didactic composition requiring or even 
suggesting its assignment to the second or third centuries; but, 
on the contrary, we venture to assert that there is evidence, both 
internal and external, justifying the belief that it was written at a 
comparatively recent date. Apart from the uncertainty of date, 
however, there is no allusion in it to any Gospel. Even if there 
were, the testimony of a letter by an unknown writer at an 
unknown period could not have any weight; but, under the actual 
circumstances, the Epistle to Diognetus furnishes absolutely no 
testimony at all for the apostolical origin and historical character 
of the fourth Gospel.'

The fulness with which we have discussed the supposed testi
mony of Basil ides3 renders it unnecessary for us to re-enter at any 
length into the argument as to his knowledge of the fourth Gospel. 
Tischendorfs and Dr. Westcott* assert that two passages—namely : 
“ The true light which lighteth every man came into the world,” 
corresponding with John i. 9 ; and : “ mine hour is not yet come,” 
agreeing with John ii. 4, which are introduced by Hippolytus in 
his work against Heresies* with a subjectless “ he says ”—are
quotations made in some lost work by Basilides. We have shown 
that Hippolytus and other writers of his time were in the habit of 
quoting passages from works by the founders of sects and by their 
later followers without any distinction, an utterly vague <£»/cri doing 
service equally for all. This is the case in the present instance, 
and there is no legitimate reason for assigning these passages to 
Basilides himself, but, on the contrary, many considerations which 
forbid our doing so, which we have elsewhere detailed.

These remarks most fully apply to Valentinus, whose supposed 
quotations we have exhaustively discussed,6 as well as the one 
passage given by Hippolytus containing a sentence found in John 
x. 8p the only one which can be pointed out We have distinctly 
proved that the quotations in question are not assignable to 
Valentinus himself—a fact which even apologists admit. There is 
no just ground for asserting that his terminology was derived from

1 Readers interested in more minutely discussing the point whether the 
Epistle even indicates the existence of the fourth Gospel are referred to  the 
complete edition, 1879, ii., pp. 355-368, in which the question was argued and 
printed in smaller type.

* P. 322 f. 3 Watin murden, u. s .w . ,  p. 52.
4 On the Canon, p. 256, note 3. 5 viL 22, 27.
6 P. 3 3 °  f. 7 Adv. liter., vL 35.

Digitized by V x O O Q l e



EXTERNAL EVIDENCE FOR THE FOURTH GOSPEL 499

the fourth Gospel, the whole having been in current use long 
before that Gospel was composed. There is no evidence whatever 
that Valentinus was acquainted with such a work.

We must generally remark, however, with regard to Basilides, 
Valentinus, and all such Heresiarchs and writers, that, even if it 
could be shown, as actually it cannot, that they were acquainted 
with the fourth Gospel, the fact would only prove the existence of 
the work at a late period in the second century, but would furnish 
no evidence of the slightest value regarding its apostolic origin, or 
towards establishing its historical value. On the other hand, if, 
as apologists assert, these heretics possessed the fourth Gospel, 
their deliberate and total rejection of the work furnishes evidence 
positively antagonistic to its claims. It is difficult to decide 
whether their rejection of the Gospel or their ignorance of its 
existence is the more unfavourable alternative.

The dilemma is the very same in the case of Marcion. We 
have already fully discussed his knowledge of our Gospels, and 
need not add anything here. It is not pretended that he made 
any use of the fourth Gospel, and the only ground upon which it 
is argued that he supplies evidence even of its existence is the 
vague general statement of Tertullian, that Marcion rejected the 
Gospels “ which are put forth as genuine, and under the name of 
Apostles, or, at least, of contemporaries of the Apostles,” denying 
their truth and integrity, and maintaining the sole authority of his 
own Gospel.1 We have shown how unwarrantable it is to affirm 
from such data that Marcion knew, and deliberately repudiated, 
the four canonical Gospels. The Fathers, with uncritical haste 
and zeal, assumed that the Gospels adopted by the Church at the 
close of the second and beginning of the third centuries must 
equally have been invested with canonical authority from the first, 
and Tertullian took it for granted that Marcion, of whom he knew' 
very little, must have actually rejected the four Gospels of his own 
Canon. Even Dr. Westcott admits that “ it is uncertain whether 
Tertullian in the passage quoted speaks from a knowledge of what 
Marcion may have written on the subject, or simply from his own 
point o f sight.”2 There is not the slightest evidence that Marcion 
knew the fourth Gospel, and, if he did, it would be perfectly inexplic
able that he did not adopt it as peculiarly favourable to his own views. 
If he was acquainted with the work, and, nevertheless, rejected it 
as false and adulterated, his testimony is obviously opposed to the 
Apostolic origin and historical accuracy of the fourth Gospel, and 
the critical acumen which he exhibited in his selection of the 
Pauline Epistles renders his judgment of greater weight than that 
of most of the Fathers.

* On the Canon, p. 276, note I.1 Achj. Marc,, iv. 3, 4.
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We have now readied an epoch when no evidence regarding the 
fourth Gospel can have much weight, and the remaining witnesses 
need not detain us long.

We have already discussed at length the evidence of Tatian in 
connection with the Synoptics,1 and shall presently return to the ques
tion of the Diatessaron as it affects the fourth Gospel. We have now 
briefly to refer to the address to the Greeks (Aoyos ■trp6s"E\Xr]vas), 
and to ascertain what testimony it bears regarding that Gospel. It 
was composed after the death of Justin, and scarcely dates earlier 
than the beginning of the last quarter of the second century. No 
Gospel and no work of the New Testament is mentioned in this 
composition, but Tischendorf2 and others point out one or two 
supposed references to passages in the fourth Gospel. The first 
of these in order is one indicated by Dr. Westcott,’ but to which 
Tischendorf does not call attention : “ God was in the beginning; 
but we have learned that the beginning is the power of Reason 
(f)c<Vs 7/v tv  apx2J>  T t /v  d t  ^PXVV k<,,yov Svvapiv TraptiXrjtftapev). 
For the Lord of the Universe (fStornm/s t m v  dAam) being himself the 
substance (iVoo-rarrts-) of all, in that creation had not been accom
plished was alone, but inasmuch as he was all power, and himself 
the subtance of things visible and invisible, all things were 
with him (trvv ai’rrw to. iravra). With him by means of rational power 
the Reason (Aoyos) itself also which was in him subsisted. But by 
the will of his simplicity, Reason (Aoyos) springs forth ; but the 
Reason (Adyos) not proceeding in vain, because the first-born work 
(ipyov TTfKvroTOKov) of the Father. Him we know to be the Beginning 
of the world (ToPi-ov ta-ptv tov  Kocrpov n )v  apxfjv). But he came into 
existence by division, not by cutting off, for that which is cut off is 
separated from the first; but that which is divided, receiving the 
choice of administration, did not render him defective from whom 
it was taken, etc. And as the Logos (Reason), in the beginning 
begotten, begat again our creation, himself for himself creating the 
matter (Kat nadairtp 6 Aoyos, tv  a p \y  ytvmjOtis, dvreyewt/art rrjv 
read’ ty/xas iroli/a-iv, adrds tavrip rrjv vXrjV 8rjp.iovpyr/<ras), so  I , ”  etc.4

1 P. 366 f. * fVann warden, u. s. u>., p. 17.
3 On the Cation, p. 278, note 2. [In the 4th ed., however. Dr. Westcott 

puts it within brackets, adding : “ This reference is not certain ”—p. 317, 
n. 2.]

4 Ora/, ad Grteros, § 5. As this p a ss a g e  is of some obscurity, we subjoin, for 
the sake of impartiality, an independent translation taken from Dr. Donaldson’s 
able History of Christ. Lit. and Doctrine, iii., p. 42 : “  God was in the begin
ning, but we have understood that the beginning was a power of reason. For 
the Lord of all, Himself being the substance of all, was alone in so far as the 
creation had not yet taken place, but as far as He was all power and the 
substance of things seen and unseen, all things were with Him : along with 
Him also by means of rational power, the reason which was in Him supported 
them. But by the will of his simplicity, the reason leaps forth; but the reason.
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It is quite evident that this doctrine of the Logos is not that of 
the fourth Gospel, from which it cannot have been derived. 
Tatian himself" seems to assert that he derived it from the Old 
Testament. We have quoted the passage at length that it might 
be clearly understood ; and with the opening words, we presume, 
for he does not quote at all, but merely indicates the chapter, Dr. 
Westcott compares John i. 1 : “ In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (’Ev dpxy 
Jjv 6 Aoyos, it.r.A..). The statement of Tatian is quite different— 
“ God was in the beginning ” (Beds ijv kv dpxjj); and he certainly 
did not identify the Word with God, so as to transform the 
statement of the Gospel into this simple affirmation. In all 
probability his formula was merely based upon Genesis i. 1 : “ In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth ” (tv upxB 
oronprcv k Bfi\- k.t.X.).2 The expressions: “ But we have 
learned that the Beginning (dpx’j) was the power of Reason,” etc., 
“ but the Reason (Adyos) not proceeding in vain became the first
born work ( t p y o v  i r p ta r d r o K o v )  of the Father. Him we know to be 
the Beginning (dpx1/) of the world,” recall many early representa
tions of the Logos, to which we have already referred: Prov. viii. 
22 : “ The Lord created me the Beginning (dpxy) of his ways for 
his works («yp a ) ,  23. Before the ages he established me, in the 
beginning (tv d p x y )  before he made the earth,” etc. In the 
Apocalypse also the Word is called “ the Beginning ( d p x r'l) of the 
creation of God,” and it will be remembered that Justin gives 
testimony from Prov. viii. 21 f., “ that God begat before all the 
creatures a Beginning (dpx’/r), a certain rational Power ( S v v a p i v  
koyiKi'ir), out of himself, ”3 etc., and elsewhere: “ As the Logos 
declared through Solomon, that this same....... had been be
gotten of God, before all created beings, both Beginning (apx>j),” 
etc.* We need not, however, refer to the numerous passages in 
Philo and in Justin, not derived from the fourth Gospel, which 
point to a different source for Tatian’s doctrine. It is sufficient 
that both his opinions and his terminology differ distinctly from 
that Gospel.5

not having gone from one who became empty thereby, is the first-born* work of 
the Father. Him wc know' to be the beginning of the world. But He came 
into existence by sharing {ficpurnds), not by cutting off; for that which is cut off is 
separated from the first; but that which is shared, receiving a selection of the 
work, did not render Him defective from whom it was taken, etc. And as the 
Word begotten in the beginning begot in his turn our creation, He Himself 
fashioning the material for Himself, so I, etc.” (cf. Dorner, Lehrc Pers. 
Chris/i, i., p. 437 f.). 1 § 12, cf. § 20.

a Donaldson, Hist. Ckr. Lit. and Doctr., iii., p. 43.
3 Died. 61. 4 Ib.y 62.
5 W e have already mentioned that the Gospel according to Peter contained 

the doctrine of the Logos.
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The next passage we subjoin in contrast with the parallel in the 
fourth Gospel:—

O ra t. ad G raccos, § x m .
And this, therefore, is (the meaning ' 

of) the saying :
The darkness comprehends not the 

light.
Hot rouro fan* ipa t6 elpiffiipor- 

H <TKorla to oi KaraXafifidyei.

J o h n  i . 5 .

And the light shineth in the dark
ness ;

and the darkness comprehended it 
not.

Kal to tp&i i t  rrj anoriq. tpaLra, rai 
rj a k o t I h  a ir r o  06  k a r i X a f i e r .

The context to this passage in the Oration is as follows : Tatian 
is arguing about the immortality of the soul, and he states that 
the soul is not in itself immortal, but mortal; but that, neverthe
less, it is possible for it not to die. If it do not know the truth, it 
dies, but rises again at the end of the world, receiving eternal 
death as a punishment. “ Again, however, it does not die, though 
it be for a time dissolved if it has acquired knowledge o f God; 
for, in itself, it is darkness, and there is nothing luminous in i t ; 
and this, therefore, is (the meaning of) the saying, The darkness 
comprehends not the light. For the soul (v ’̂X7)) did not itself 
save the spirit (irotv/xa), but was saved by it, and the light com
prehended the darkness. The Logos (Reason) truly is the light 
of God, but the ignorant soul is darkness ( ’0  Aoyo? /tiv 
(iTTt rh  roii 6eov efnos, (tko tos St rj avana~rf)ji.wv For
this reason, if it remain alone, it tends downwards to matter, dying 
with the flesh,” etc.1 The source of “ the saying ” is not men
tioned, and it is evident that, even if it were taken to be a refer
ence to the fourth Gospel, nothing would thereby be proved but 
the mere existence of the Gospel. “ The saying,” however, is 
distinctly different in language from the parallel in the Gospel, and 
it may be from a different Gospel. We have already remarked 
that Philo calls the Logos “ the light,”1 and, quoting in a peculiar 
form Ps. xxvi. 1, “ For the Lord is my light (<£<os) and my 
Saviour,” he goes on to say that, as the sun divides day and night, 
so, Moses says, “ God divides light and darkness ” (riw 0(bv tfxk 
Kal o-kotos 8iaT€ix«rat).3 When we turn away to things of 
sense v e  use “ another light,” which is in no way different from 
“ darkness.”-* The constant use of the same similitude of light 
and darkness in the canonical Epistles5 shows how current it was 
in the Church; and nothing is more certain than the fact that it 
was neither originated by, nor confined to, the fourth Gospel.

1 Orat. ad Gnrcos, § 13.
3 De Somniis, i.t § 13, Mangey, i. 632 ; cf. § 14 f., De Mundi op., § 9, ib.% 

i. 7 (see p. 463, n«le I ).
3 De Somniis, i., § 13. 4 lb ., i., § 14.
5 2 Cor. iv. 6 ;  Ephes. v. 8 -14; Coloss. i. 12, 13; 1 Thess. v. 5 ; 1 Tim. 

vi. 16; 1. Pet. ii. 9 ;  cf. Rev. xxi. 23, 24; xxii. 5.
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The third and last passage is as follows :—
O r a t . a d  G r .« c o s , x i x .

We being such as this, do not pursue 
us with hatred, but, rejecting the 
Demons, follow the one God.

All things were by (wr4) him, and 
without him was not anything made.

nd*Ta inr’ ain-ov, icaI aib'ou
ylyovfv oi'dt tv'

J o h n  i. 3 .

All things were made by (4td) him, 
and without him was not anything 
made that was made.

Ildi'rn di airrou tytvero, Kal Xuph 
a Irrov tytvero o itt  tv t  ytyovev.

Tatian here speaks of God, and not of the Logos, and in this 
respect, as well as in language and context, the passage differs 
from the fourth Gospel. The phrase is not introduced as a 
quotation, and no reference is made to any Gospel. The purpose 
for which the words are used, again, rather points to the first 
chapters of Genesis than to the dogmatic prologue enunciating the 
doctrine of the Logos." Under all these circumstances, the 
source from which the expression may have been derived cannot 
with certainty be ascertained, and, as in the preceding instance, 
even if it be assumed that the words show acquaintance with the 
fourth Gospel, nothing could be proved but the mere existence of 
the work about a century and a half after the events which it 
records. It is obvious that in no case does Tatian afford the 
slightest evidence of the Apostolic origin or historical veracity of 
the fourth Gospel.

Dr. Lightfoot points out another passage, § 4, irwv/ia 6 Oeos, 
which he compares with John iv. 24, where the same words 
occur. It is right to add that he himself remarks : “ If it had 
stood alone I should certainly not have regarded it as decisive. 
But the epigrammatic form is remarkable, and it is a characteristic 
passage of the fourth Gospel.”2 Neither Tischendorf nor Dr. 
Westcott refers to it. The fact is, however, that the epigrammatic 
form only exists when the phrase is quoted without its context. 
“ God is a spirit, not pervading matter, but the creator of material 
spirits, and of the forms that are in it. He is invisible and impalp
able,” etc. Further on, Tatian says (§ 15): “ For the perfect God 
is without flesh, but man is flesh,” etc. A large part of the oration 
is devoted to discussing the nature of God, and the distinction 
between spirit (wveiyia) and soul and it is unreasonable
to assert that a man like Tatian could not make the declaration 
that God is a spirit without quoting the fourth Gospel.

Returning to the Diatessaron, the position of which in regard 
to Tatian we have already fully discussed, we must now briefly

1 Cf. r Cor. viii. 6 ;  Ephes. iii. 9 ;  Heb. i. 2. 
3 Contemp. Rev., 1877, p. 1135.
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consider how it affects the argument as to the date and authorship 
of the fourth Gospel. It is needless to point out that no ascrip
tion of the work to the Apostle could be made in the Harmony. 
Let us suppose it to be even demonstrated beyond doubt that the 
Diatessaron of Tatian was compiled from our four canonical 
Gospels, in what degree does this establish the authenticity of the 
fourth Gospel as the work of the Apostle John? Even according 
to apologetic critics, as we have seen, the composition of the 
Diatessaron must be assigned to a .d . 170, and there are good 
reasons for dating it some years later.1 Of course, the fourth 
Gospel must liave been in existence before that date if it formed 
part of the Diatessaron. It must be remembered, however, that 
the Harmony was not an official or ecclesiastical compilation 
involving the idea of contents already recognised as canonical by 
the Church. On the contrary, the Diatessaron was the work of a 
heretic, and, so far from having ecclesiastical sanction on any 
grounds, it was condemned by the Church in the person of 
Theodoret, and the copies of it circulating in his diocese were 
confiscated. The grounds for 'this suppression which are stated 
are, it is true, the omission of genealogies; but still the tendency 
was considered mischievous. This judgment was pronounced 
little short of 300 years after its composition; but still, as the 
work of a heretic and an irresponsible writer, it is not possible to 
maintain that the Gospels out of which it was compiled 
must previously have long enjoyed the sanction of the 
Church.

How long must the fourth Gospel have been in existence before 
its supposed use by Tatian becomes reasonable? It has to be 
borne in mind that, in those days of manuscript books, a Gospel 
did not issue from the hands of the scribe like a volume from the 
University Press, with its author’s name and a date on the title- 
page. A work of the literary excellence of the fourth Gospel, 
evidently pretending to have been written by the Apostle John, 
calling himself—for no one else did so—the “ beloved disciple,” 
would, in such an age, rapidly attain to acceptance, especially as it 
would, for the mass of Christians, if not for all without exception, 
have been impossible, even a year after such a manuscript work was 
circulated, to say when it had actually been composed. If we 
suppose it to have been in circulation twenty or twenty-five years, 
which would have been more than ample for the purpose, that 
would only carry back the date of the fourth Gospel to the middle 
of the second century; or if we even allow thirty or thirty-five 
years—an age at such a period—we do not get back beyond

1 Zahn, for instance, as has already been pointed out, dates it “ soon after 
A. I). 173” (Forsch., p. 290 f.).
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a.d. 140. More than this, if even so much need be conceded, is 
not demanded by the hypothesis that it was used by Tatian, and 
its presence in the Diatessaron, whilst giving us no information 
whatever as to the authorship or authenticity, would thus in no 
way warrant the ascription of the fourth Gospel to the Apostle 
John. As evidence for miracles and the reality of Divine revela
tion it has no real importance.

We have generally discussed the testimony of Dionysius of 
Corinth,' Melito of Sardis,2 and Claudius Apollinaris,3 and need 
not say more here. The fragments attributed to them neither 
mention nor quote the fourth Gospel, but in no case could they 
furnish evidence to authenticate the work. The same remarks 
apply to Athenagoras.* Dr. Westcott only ventures to say that he 
“appears to allude to passages in St. Mark and St. John, but they 
are all anonymous.”5 The passages in which he speaks of the
Logos, which are those referred to here, are certainly not taken 
from the fourth Gospel, and his doctrine is expressed in termino
logy which is different from that of the Gospel, and is deeply 
tinged with Platonism. He appeals to Proverbs viii. 22, already 
so frequently quoted by us, for confirmation by the Prophetic 
Spirit of his exposition of the Logos doctrine.6 He nowhere 
identifies the Logos with Jesus; indeed, he does not once make 
use of the name of Christ in his works. He does not show the 
slightest knowledge of the doctrine of salvation so constantly 
enunciated in the fourth Gospel. There can be no doubt, as we 
have already shown, 1 that he considered the Old Testament to 
be the only inspired Holy Scriptures. Not only does he not 
mention or quote any of our Gospels, but the only instance in 
which he makes any reference to sayings of Jesus otherwise than 
by the indefinite <f>y<TLt “ he says,” is one in which he introduces a 
saying which is not found in our Gospels by the words : “ The 
Logos again saying to u s (7rdA.11/ y/uu Xcyovros rof! Anyov), 
etc. From the same source, which was obviously not our canoni
cal Gospels, we have, therefore, reason to conclude that Athenagoras 
derived his knowledge of Gospel history and doctrine. We 
need not add that this writer affords no testimony as to the origin 
or character of the fourth Gospel.

It is scarcely worth while to refer to the Epistle of Vienne and 
Lyons, a composition dating at the earliest a .d . 177-178, in which 
no direct reference is made to any writing of the New Testament.8 
Acquaintance with the fourth Gospel is argued from the following 
passage:—

■ P. 381 f.
* I’. 398 f-
6 Leg. p ro  C h rist. , § 10.

2 P- 387 f-
5 On the Canon, p. 103.

3 P 395 f-

i  P. 404. “ P. 404 f
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E pistle, § iv.
And thus was fulfilled the saying of 

our Lord :
The time shall come in which every 

one that killeth you shall think that he 
offereth a service unto God.

’EXeiVerat Kcupds tv  if rSr 6 4 t o -  
KTfivo.1  vfiiis, J4f« Xarptlav TpoatptfKiv 
Ti f  ffeif.

J ohn xvi. 2.

Bat the hour cometh that every one 
that killeth you may think that he 
offereth a service unto God.

4XX’ tpxcrtu S>pa Ira iror 6 iro- 
KTtlrat ifias M-rj \arpttav rpoa^tpar 
Tip 6eif.

Such a passage cannot prove the use of the fourth Gospel. 
No source is indicated in the Epistle from which the saying of 
Jesus, which, of course, apologists assert to be historical, was 
derived. It presents decided variations from the parallel in the 
fourth Gospel; and in the Synoptics we find sufficient indications 
of similar discourses1 to render it very probable that other Gospels 
may have contained the passage quoted in the Epistle. In no 
case could an anonymous reference like this be of any weight as 
evidence for the Apostolic origin of the fourth Gospel.

We need not further discuss Ptolemaeus and Heracleon. We 
have shown1 that the date at which these heretics flourished 
places them beyond the limits within which we propose to confine 
ourselves. In regard to Ptolemaeus, all that is affirmed is that, in 
the Epistle to Flora ascribed to him, expressions found in John i. 
3 are used. The passage as it is given by Epiphanius is as follows: 
“ Besides, that the world was created by the same, the Apostle 
states (saying all things have been made (ytyovkvai) by him and 
without him nothing was made)” ( 'E r r  ye n }v  Toil Kcxrpov 
Srjpiovpyiav ISlav Aeyet tivai (a r t  jra v ra  Si at’roi> yeyovevat, Kai 
\<opls avrov y tyov tv  oi’Sev) o «7nkrroAos).3 Now, the supposed 
quotation is introduced here in a parenthesis interrupting the 
sense, and there is every probability that it was added as an illus
tration by Epiphanius, and was not in the Epistle to Flora at all. 
Omitting the parenthesis, the sentence is a very palpable reference 
to the Apostle Paul and Coloss. i. 16. In regard to Heracleon, it 
is asserted, from the unsupported references of Origen,4 that he 
wrote a commentary on the fourth Gospel. Even if this be a fact, 
there is not a single word of it preserved by Origen which in the 
least degree bears upon the apostolic origin and trustworthiness 
of the Gospel. Neither of these heresiarchs, therefore, is of any 
value as a witness for the authenticity of the fourth Gospel.

The heathen Celsus, as we have shown,s wrote at a period when 
no evidence which he could well give of his own could have been

* Matt. x. 16-22, xxiv. 9 f. ; Mark xiii. 9-13 ; Luke xxi. 12-17.
3 P. 408 f. 3 Epiphanius, H cer., xxxiii., § 3.
4 The passages are quoted by Grabe (Spictl. Patr., ii., p. 85 f.).
5 P. 422 f.
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of much value in supporting our Gospels. He is pressed into 
service,' however, because, after alluding to various circumstances 
of Gospel history, he says : “ These things, therefore, being taken 
out of your own writings, we have no need of other testimony, for 
you fall upon your own swords ”;3 and in another place he says that 
certain Christians “ alter the Gospel from its first written form in 
three-fold, four-fold, and many-fold ways, and remould it in order 
to have the means of contradicting the arguments (of opponents).”3 
This is supposed to refer to the four canonical Gospels. Apart 
from the fact that Origen replies to the first of these passages that 
Celsus has brought forward much concerning Jesus which is not 
in accordance with the narratives of the Gospel, it is unreasonable 
to limit the accusation of “ many-fold ” corruption to four Gospels, 
when it is undeniable that the Gospels and writings long current 
in the Church were very numerous. In any case, what could such 
a statement as this do towards establishing the Apostolic origin 
and credibility of the fourth Gospel ?

We might pass over the Canon of Muratori entirely as being 
beyond the limit of time to which we confine ourselves/ but the 
unknown writer of the fragment gives a legend with regard to the 
composition of the fourth Gospel which we may quote here, 
although its obviously mythical character renders it of no value 
as evidence regarding the authorship of the Gospel. The writer 
says:—

Quarti euangeliorum Iohannis ex decipolis 
Cohortantibus condescipulis et episcopis suis 
dixit conieiunate mihi hodie triduo et quid 
cuique fuerit reuelatum alterutrum 
nobis ennarremus cadem nocte reue 
latum Andrea: ex apostolis ut recognis 
centibus cunctis Iohannis suo nomine 
cuncta describeret et ideo5 licit uaria sin 
culis euangeliorum libris principia 
doceantur nihil tamen differt creden 
tium fidei cum uno ac principali spiritu de 
clarata sint in omnibus omnia de natiui 
tate de passione de resurrectione 
de conuersationc cum decipulis suis 
ac de gemino eius aduentu
primo in humilitatc dispectus quod fo.......
it6 secundum potestate regali.......pre

1 Cf. Tischendorf, IVann warden, u. s. w ., p. 7! f. ; Westcott, On the 
Canon, p. 356.

* Origen, Contra Cels., ii. 47. 3 Ih. , ii. 27. 4 P. 481 f.
s It is admitted that the whole passage from this point to “  futurum  est ” is 

abrupt and without connection with the context, as well as most confused. 
Cf. Tragelles, Can. Murat., p. 36; Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Doctr., 
iii., p. 205.

6 Credner reads here: “  quod ratum est ” (Zur Gesch. d. Kan., p. 74). Dr. 
Westcott reads : “ quodfuit ” {On the Canon, p. 478).
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clarum quod futurum est' quid ergo
min:m si Iohannes tam constanter
sincula etiam in epistulis suis proferat
dicens in semcipsu quae uidimus oculis
nostris et auribus audiuimus et manus
nostra palpauerunt ha"c scripsinius uobis
sic enim non solum uisurcm sed et auditorcm
sed el scriptorem omnium mirabilium domini per ordi
nem profctetur

“ The fourth of the Gospels, of John, one of the disciples. To 
his fellow disciples and bishops (Episcopis) urging him he said : 
‘ Fast with me to-day for three days, and let us relate to each other 
that which shall be revealed to each.’ On the same night it was 
revealed to Andrew, one of the Apostles, that, with the the super
vision of all, John should relate all things in his own name. And, 
therefore, though various principles (principia) are taught by each 
book of the Gospels, nevertheless it makes no difference to the 
faith of believers, since, in all, all things are declared by one ruling 
Spirit concerning the nativity, concerning the passion, concerning 
the resurrection, concerning the intercourse with the disciples, and 
concerning his double advent; the first in lowliness of estate, 
which has taken place, the second in regal power and splendour, 
which is still future. What wonder, therefore, if John should so 
constantly bring forward each thing (singula) also in his Epistles, 
saying in regard to himself: The things which we have seen with 
our eyes, and have heard with our ears, and our hands have 
handled, these things have we written unto you. For thus he 
professes himself not only an eye-witness and hearer, but also a 
writer of all the wonders of the Lord in order.”

It is obvious that in this passage we have an apologetic defence 
of the fourth Gospel, which unmistakably implies antecedent 
denial of its authority and Apostolic origin. The writer not only 
ascribes it to John, but he clothes it with the united authority of 
the rest of the Apostles, in a manner which very possibly aims at 
explaining the supplementary chapter xxi., with its testimony to 
the truth of the preceding narrative. In his zeal, the writer goes 
so far as to falsify a passage of the Epistle, and convert it into a 
declaration by the author of the letter himself that he had written 
the Gospel. “ ‘ The things which we have seen, etc., these things 
have we written unto you’ ( hcEC scripsimus vofiis).2 For thus he

1 Dr. Tregelles calls attention to the resemblance of this passage to one of 
Tertullian (Apot., § 21): “ Duobus enim adventibus tins significaiis, prime, 
qui iam expunctus cst in humititatc eonditionis humarne ; secundo, qui eonclu- 
dendo sceuto imminet in sublimitatc divinilatis exserht: primum rum inielH- 
gendo, secundum, quem manifestius preedicaium sperant unum existimaverunt" 
(Can. Murat., p. 36). This is another reason for dating the fragment in the 
third century. 

a I John i. 1--3.
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professes himself not only an eye-witness and hearer, but also a 
writer of all the wonders of the Ixrrd in order.” Credner argues 
that in speaking of John as “ one of the disciples ” (ex discipulis), 
and of Andrew as “ one of the Apostles,” the writer intends to 
distinguish between John the disciple, who wrote the Gospel and 
Epistle, and John the Apostle, who wrote the Apocalypse, and 
that it was for this reason that he sought to dignify him by a 
special revelation, through the Apostle Andrew, selecting him to 
write the Gospel. Credner, therefore, concludes that here we 
have an ancient ecclesiastical tradition ascribing the Gospel and 
first Epistle to one of the disciples of Jesus different from the 
Apostle John.1 Into this we need not enter, nor is it necessary 
for us to demonstrate' the mythical nature of the narrative 
regarding the origin of the Gospel. We have merely given this 
extract to make our statement regarding it complete. Not only is 
the evidence of the fragment of no value, from the lateness of its 
date and the uncritical character of its author, but a vague and 
fabulous tradition recorded by an unknown writer could not, in 
any case, furnish testimony calculated to establish the Apostolic 
origin and trustworthiness of the fourth Gospel.

' Credner, Gesch. N. T. Kan., p. 158 f. ; Theol. fahrb. , 1857, p. 301.
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CHAPTER II.

AUTHORSHIP AND CHARACTER OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL

T h e  result of our inquiry into the evidence for the fourth Gospel 
is sufficiently decided to render further examination unnecessary'. 
We have seen that, for a century' and a half after the events 
recorded in the work, there is not only no testimony connect
ing the fourth Gospel with the Apostle John, but no certain trace 
even of the existence of the Gospel. There has not been the 
slightest evidence in any of the writings of the Fathers which we 
have examined even of a tradition that the Apostle John had 
composed any evangelical work at all, and the claim advanced in 
favour of the Christian miracles to contemporaneous evidence of 
extraordinary force and veracity by undoubted eye-witnesses so com
pletely falls to the ground that we might here well bring this part of 
our inquiry to a close. There are, however, so many peculiar circum
stances connected with the fourth Gospel, both in regard to its 
authorship and to its relationship to the three Synoptics, which 
invite further attention, that we propose briefly to review some of 
them. We must carefully restrict ourselves to the limits of our 
inquiry, and resist any temptation to enter upon an exhaustive 
discussion of the problem presented by the fourth Gospel from a 
more general literary point of view.

The endeavour to obtain some positive, or at least negative, 
information regarding the author of the fourth Gospel is facilitated 
by the fact that several other works in the New Testament Canon 
are ascribed to him. These works present such marked and 
distinct characteristics that, apart from the fact that their number 
extends the range of evidence, they afford an unusual opportunity 
of testing the tradition which assigns them all to the Apostle John, 
by comparing the clear indications which they give of the 
idiosyncrasies of their author with the independent data which we 
possess regarding the history and character of the Apostle. It is 
asserted by the Church that John the son of Zebedee, one of the 
disciples of Jesus, is the composer of no less than five of our 
canonical writings, and it would be impossible to select any books 
of our New Testament presenting more distinct features, or more 
widely divergent views, than are to be found in the Apocalypse on 
the one hand, and the Gospel and three Epistles on the other. 
Whilst a strong family likeness exists between the Epistles and the

S i °
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Gospel, and they exhibit close analogies both in thought and 
language, the Apocalypse, on the contrary, is so different 
from them in language, in style, in religious views and termi
nology, that it is almost impossible to believe that the writer 
of the one could be the author of the othqj-. The trans
lators of our New Testament have laboured, and not in 
vain, to eliminate as far as possible all individuality of style 
and language, and to reduce the various books of which it is 
composed to one uniform smoothness of diction. It is,
therefore, impossible for the mere English reader to appreciate 
the immense difference which exists between the harsh and 
Hebraistic Greek of the Apocalypse and the polished elegance 
of the fourth Gospel, and it is to be feared that the rarity 
of critical study has prevented any general recognition of the 
almost equally striking contrast of thought between the two 
works. The remarkable peculiarities which distinguish the 
Apocalypse and Gospel of John, however, were very early 
appreciated, and almost the first application of critical judgment 
to the canonical books of the New Testament is the argument of 
Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria, about the middle of the third 
century, that the author of the fourth Gospel could not be the 
writer of the Book of Revelation.' The dogmatic predilections 
which at that time had begun to turn against the Apocalypse, the 
non-fulfilment of the prophecies of which disappointed and 
puzzled the early Church, led Dionysius to solve the difficulty by 
deciding in favour of the authenticity of the Gospel; but at least 
he recognised the dilemma which has since occupied so much of 
Biblical criticism.

It is not necessary to enter upon any exhaustive analysis of the 
Apocalypse and Gospel to demonstrate anew that both works 
cannot have emanated from the same mind. This has already 
been conclusively done by others. Some apologetic writers— 
greatly influenced, no doubt, by the express declaration of the 
Church, and satisfied by analogies which could scarcely fail to 
exist between two works dealing with a similar theme—together 
with a very few independent critics, have asserted the authenticity 
of both works. The great majority of critics, however, have fully 
admitted the impossibility of recognising a common source for the 
fourth Gospel and the Apocalypse of John. The critical question 
regarding the two works has, in fact, reduced itself to the dilemma 
which may be expressed as follows, in the words of Liicke: 
“ Either the Gospel and the first Epistle are genuine writings of 
the Apostle John, and, in that case, the Apocalypse is no genuine 
work of that Apostle, or the inverse.”2 After an elaborate

1 Eusebius, H. E ., vii. 25. 3 Einl. Offenb. Johannes, ii., p. 504.
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comparison of the two works, the same writer, who certainly will 
not be suspected of wilfully subversive criticism, resumes : “ The 
difference between the language, way of expression, and mode of 
thought and doctrine of the Apocalypse and the rest of the 
Johannine writings, is so comprehensive and intense, so indi
vidual and so radical; the affinity and agreement, on the contrary, 
are so vague, and in details so fragmentary and uncertain 
(zuriickweichend), that the Apostle John, if he really be the author 
of the Gospel and of the Epistle—which we here assume—cannot 
have composed the Apocalypse either before or after the Gospel 
and the Epistle. If all critical experience and rules in such 
literary questions are not deceptive, it is certain that the Evangelist 
and Apocalyptist are two different persons of the name of John,”1 
etc.

De Wette, another conservative critic, speaks with equal decision. 
After an able comparison of the two works, he says : “ From all 
this it follows (and in New Testament criticism no result is more 
certain) that the Apostle John, if he be the author of the fourth 
Gospel and of the Johannine Epistles, did not write the Apoca
lypse ; or, if the Apocalypse be his work, that he is not the author 
of the other writings.”2 Ewald is equally positive : “ Above all ” 
he says, “ we should err in tracing this work (the Gospel) to th’e 
Apostle if the Apocalypse of the New Testament were by him. 
That this much earlier writing cannot have been composed by the 
author of the latter is an axiom which I consider I have already 
(in 1826-28) so convincingly demonstrated that it would be super
fluous now to return to it, especially as, since then, all men capable 
of forming a judgment are of the same opinion, and what has 
been brought forward by a few writers against it too clearly depends 
upon influences foreign to science.”  ̂ We may, therefore, consider 
the point generally admitted, and proceed, very briefly, to discuss 
the question upon this basis.

The external evidence that the Apostle John wrote the Apoca
lypse is more ancient than that for the authorship of any book of 
the New Testament, excepting some of the Epistles of Paul, and 
this is admitted even by critics who ultimately deny the authenti
city of the work. Passing over the very probable statement of 
Andrew of Cresarea,* that Papias recognised the Apocalypse as an 
inspired work, and the inference drawn from this fact that he 
referred it to the Apostle, we at once proceed to Justin Martyr, 
who affirms in the clearest and most positive manner the Apostolic

1 Einl. Offenb. Joh., ii., p. 744 f. 2 Einl. N . T., § 189 e., p. 422.
3 Jahrb. bib/. Wise., v., p. 179.
* It is generally asserted both by Apologists and others that this testimony 

Ls valid in favour of the recognition by Papias of the authenticity of the 
Apocalypse.
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origin of the work. He speaks to Tryphon of “ a certain man 
whose name was John, one of the Apostles of Christ, who pro
phesied by a revelation made to him,” of the millennium and 
subsequent general resurrection and judgment.1 The statement 
of Justin is all the more important from the fact that he does not 
name any other writing of the New Testament, and that the Old 
Testament was still for him the only Holy Scripture. The genuine
ness of this testimony is not called in question by any one. 
Eusebius states that Melito of Sardis wrote a work on the Apoca
lypse of John,2 and Jerome mentions the treatise.s There can be 
no doubt that had Melito thrown the slightest doubt on the 
Apostolic origin of the Apocalypse, Eusebius, whose dogmatic 
views led him to depreciate that writing, would have referred to 
the fact. Eusebius also mentions that Apollonius, a Presbyter of 
Ephesus, quoted the Apocalypse against the Montanists, and there 
is reason to suppose that he did so as an Apostolic work.'* Euse
bius further states that Theophilus of Antioch made use of testi
mony from the Apocalypse of John;* but although, as Eusebius 
does not mention anything to the contrary, it is probable that 
Theophilus really recognised the book to be by John the Apostle, 
the uncritical haste of Eusebius renders his vague statement of 
little value. We do not think it worth while to quote the evidence 
of later writers. Although Irenseus, who repeatedly assigns the 
Apocalypse to John, the disciple of the Lord,6 is cited by Apolo
gists as a very important witness, more especially from his inter
course with Polycarp, we do not attribute any value to his testi
mony, both from the late date at which he wrote and from the 
uncritical and credulous character of his mind. Although he 
appeals to the testimony of those “ who saw John face to face ” 
with regard to the number of the name of the Beast, his own 
utter ignorance of the interpretation shows how little information 
he can have derived from Polycarp. 1 The same remarks apply 
still more strongly to Tertullian, who most unhesitatingly assigns 
the Apocalypse to the Apostle John.8 It would be useless more 
particularly to refer to later evidence, or quote even the decided 
testimony in its favour of Clement of Alexandria,9 or Origen.'° 

The first doubt cast upon the authenticity of the Apocalypse 
occurs in the argument of Dionysius of Alexandria, one of the 
disciples of Origen, in the middle of the third century. He men
tions that some had objected to the whole work as without sense

' Dial. 81 ; cf. Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 18. 2 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 26.
3 De Vir. III., 24. 4 Eusebius, H. E ., v. 18.
5 //>., iv. 24. 6 Adv. Hcer., iv. 20. § 11 ; 21, § 3 ; 30, § 4, etc.
1 lb., v. 30. 8 Adv. Marc., iii. 14, 24, etc. 9 Stromata, vi. 13, §§ 106, 141.

Eusebius, H. vi. 25, in Joann. Opp., iv., p. 17.
2 L
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or reason, and as displaying such dense ignorance that it was 
impossible that an Apostle, or even one in the Church, could have 
written it, and they assigned it to Cerinthus, who held the doctrine 
of the reign of Christ on earth.1 These objections, it is obvious, 
are merely dogmatic, and do not affect to be historical. They are, 
in fact, a good illustration of the method by which the Canon was 
formed. If the doctrine of any writing met with the approval of 
the<arly Church, it was accepted with unhesitating faith, and its 
pretension to Apostolic origin was admitted as a natural conse
quence ; but if, on the other hand, the doctrine of the writing was 
not clearly that of the community, it was rejected without further 
examination. It is an undeniable fact that not a single trace 
exists of the application of historical criticism to any book of the 
New Testament in the early ages of Christianity. The case of 
the Apocalypse is most intelligible:—So long as the expectation 
and hope of a second advent and of a personal reign of the risen 
and glorified Christ, of the prevalence of which we have abundant 
testimony in the Pauline Epistles and other early works, continued 
to animate the Church, the Apocalypse which excited and fostered 
them was a popular volume; but as years passed away and the 
general longing of Christians, eagerly marking the signs of the 
times, was again and again disappointed, and the hope of a 
millennium began either to be abandoned or indefinitely postponed, 
the Apocalypse proportionately lost favour, or was tegarded as an 
incomprehensible book misleading the world by illusory pro
mises. Its history is that of a highly dogmatic treatise esteemed 
or contemned in proportion to the ebb and flow of opinion 
regarding the doctrines which it expresses.

The objections of Dionysius, resting first upon dogmatic grounds 
and his inability to understand the Apocalyptic utterances of the 
book, took the shape we have mentioned of a critical dilemma:— 
The author of the Gospel could not at the same time be the 
author of the Apocalypse. Dogmatic predilection decided the 
question in favour of the apostolic origin of the fourth Gospel, 
and the reasoning by which that decision is arrived at has, there
fore, no critical force or value. The fact still remains that Justin 
Martyr distinctly refers to the Apocalypse as the work of the 
Apostle John, and no similar testimony exists in support of the 
claims of the fourth Gospel.

As another most important point, we may mention that there is 
probably not another work of the New Testament the precise date 
of the composition of which, within a very few weeks, can so 
positively be affirmed. No result of criticism rests upon a more 
secure basis and is now more universally accepted by all competent

1 Eusebius, H. E ., vii. 24.
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critics than the fact that the Apocalypse was written in 
a . d . 68-69. The writer distinctly and repeatedly mentions his
name: i. 1, “ The revelation of Jesus Christ....... unto his servant
John”; i. 4, “ John to the seven churches which are in Asia”;1 
and he states that the work was written in the island of Patmos, 
where he was “ on account of the Word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus.”2 Ewald, who decides in the most arbitrary manner 
against the authenticity of the Apocalypse and in favour of the 
Johannine authorship of the Gospel, objects that the author, 
although he certainly calls himself John, does not assume to be 
an Apostle, but merely terms himself the servant (SouAos) of 
Christ like other true Christians, and distinctly classes himself 
among the Prophets,3 and not among the Apostles.4 We find, 
however, that Paul, who was not apt to waive his claims to the 
Apostolate, was content to call himself “ Paul, a servant (SovAo?) 
of Jesus Christ, called to be an Apostle,” in writing to the 
Romans; (i. 1) and the superscription of the Epistle to the 
Philippians i s : “ Paul and Timothy, servants (S0PA01) of Christ 
Jesus.”3 There was, moreover, reason why the author of the 
Book of Revelation, a work the form of which was decidedly based 
upon that of Daniel and other Jewish Apocalytic writings, should 
rather adopt the character of Prophet than the less suitable desig
nation of Apostle upon such an occasion. It is clear that he 
counted fully upon being generally known under the simple desig
nation of “ John,” and when we consider the unmistakable terms 
of authority with which he addresses the Seven Churches it is 
scarcely possible to deny that the writer either was the Apostle 
or distinctly desired to assume his personality. It is not necessary 
for us here to enter into any discussion regarding the “ Presbyter 
John,” for it is generally admitted that even he could not have 
had at that time any position in Asia Minor which could have 
warranted such a tone. If the name of Apostle, therefore, be 
not directly assumed—and it was not necessary to assume it—the 
authority of one is undeniably inferred.

Ewald argues that, on the contrary, the author could not 
more clearly express that he was not one of the Twelve than 
when he imagines (Apoc., xxi. 14) the names of the “ twelve 
apostles of the Lamb ” shining upon the twelve foundation-stones 
of the wall of the future heavenly Jerusalem. He considers that 
no intelligent person could thus publicly glorify himself or

1 Cf. i. 9 ; xxii. 8. 2 i. 9, Sla rbv \6yov toO ffeov xol r);v impTvpiav ’Ir/trov.......
3 Cf. i. 1-3, 9 f.; xix. 9 f.; xxii. 6-9, 10, 16 f., 18 f.
4 Ewald, Die Joh. Schr., ii., p. 55 f.; Jahrb. bibl. fViss., v., p. 179 f.
5 We do not refer to the opening of the Epistle to Titus, nor to that which 

commences “ James, a servant (floOXoi) of God,” etc., nor to the so-called 
“ Epistle of Jude,” all being too much disputed or apocryphal.
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anticipate the honour which God alone can bestow. “ Can 
any one seriously believe,” he indignantly inquires, “ that one of 
the Twelve, yea, that even he whom we know as the most delicate 
and refined amongst them, could have written this of himself P”1 
In the first place, we must remark that in this discussion it 
is not permissible to speak of our knowing John the Apostle 
as distinguished above all the rest of the Twelve for such qualities. 
Nowhere do we find such a representation of him except in the 
fourth Gospel, if even there, but, as we shall presently see, rather 
the contrary, and the fourth Gospel cannot here be received 
as evidence. We might point out that the symbolical repre
sentation of the heavenly Jerusalem is held to be practically 
objective, a revelation of things that “ must shortly come to pass,” 
and not a mere subjective sketch coloured according to the 
phantasy of the writer. Passing on, however, it must be apparent 
that the whole account of the heavenly city is typical, and that 
in basing its walls upon the Twelve he does not glorify himself 
personally, but simply gives its place to the idea which was 
symbolised when Jesus is represented as selecting twelve disciples, 
the number of the twelve tribes, upon whose preaching the 
spiritual city was to be built. The Jewish belief in a special 
preference of the Jews before all nations doubtless suggested this, 
and it forms a leading feature in the strong Hebraistic form of 
the writer’s Christianity. The heavenly city is simply a glorified 
Jerusalem; the twelve Apostles, representatives of the twelve 
tribes, set apart for the regeneration of Israel, are the foundation- 
stones of the New City with its twelve tribes of Israel,3 for whom 
the city is more particularly provided. For 144,000 of Israel are 
first sealed, 12,000 of each of the twelve tribes, before the Seer 
beholds the great multitude of all nations and tribes and peoples.3 
The whole description is a mere allegory characterised by the 
strongest Jewish dogmatism, and it is of singular value for the 
purpose of identifying the author.

Moreover, the apparent glorification of the Twelve is more than 
justified by the promise which Jesus is represented by the 
Synoptics* as making to them in person. When Peter, in the 
name of the Twelve, asks what is reserved for those who have 
forsaken all and followed him, Jesus replies : “ Verily I say unto 
you that ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the 
Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall be 
set upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’’s 
Ewald himself, in his distribution of the materials of our existing

1 Jahrb. bibl. tViss., v., p. 180 f; cf. Die. Joh. Schriften, 1862, ii., p. 56 f.
3 A /x x ., xxi. 12. 3 f i ,  t vii. 4-9.
4 Matt. xix. 27, 2 8 ; Luke xii. 28-30. 5 Matt. xix. 28.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



AUTHORSHIP AND CHARACTER OF FOURTH GOSPEL 517

first Synoptic to the supposed original sources, assigns this passage 
to the very oldest Gospel.1 What impropriety is there, and what 
improbability, therefore, that an Apostle, in an apocalyptic allegory, 
should represent the names of the twelve Apostles as inscribed 
upon the twelve foundation-stones of the spiritual Jerusalem, as 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel were inscribed upon 
the twelve gates of the city? On the contrary, it is pro
bable under the circumstances that an Apostle should make 
such a representation, and, in view of the facts regarding the 
Apostle John himself which we have from the Synoptics, it is 
particularly in harmony with his character ; and these characteristics 
directly tend to establish his identity with the author.

“ How much less is it credible of the Apostle John,” says 
Ewald elsewhere, pursuing the same argument, “ who as a writer 
is so incomparably modest and delicate in feeling, and does not 
in a single one of the writings really emanating from him name 
himself as the author, or even proclaim his own praise.”3 This is 
merely sentimental assumption of facts, to which we shall hereafter 
allude; but, if the “ incomparable modesty ” of which he speaks 
really existed, nothing could more conclusively separate the author 
of the fourth Gospel from the son of Zebedee whom we know in 
the Synoptics, or more support the claims of the Apocalypse. In 
the first place, we must assert that, in writing a serious history of 
the life and teaching of Jesus, full of marvellous events and 
astounding doctrines, the omission of his name by an Apostle can 
not only not be recognised as genuine modesty, but must be con
demned as culpable neglect. It is perfectly incredible that an 
Apostle could have written such a work without attaching his 
name as the guarantee of his intimate acquaintance with the events 
and statements he records. What would be thought of a historian 
who published a history without a single reference to recognised 
authorities, and yet who did not declare even his own name as 
some evidence of his truth ? The fact is that the first two Synoptics 
bear no author’s name because they are not the work of any one 
man, but the collected materials of many; the third Synoptic only 
pretends to be a compilation for private use ; and the fourth Gospel 
bears no simple signature because it is neither the work of an 
Apostle, nor of an eye-witness of the events and hearer of the 
teaching it records.

If it be considered incredible that an Apostle could, even 
in an Allegory, represent the names of the Twelve as written 
on the foundation-stones of the New Jerusalem, and the incom
parable modesty and delicacy of feeling of the assumed author of 
the fourth Gospel be contrasted with it so much to the disadvan-

3 Die Joh. Sc hr. , ii., p. 56 f.1 Die drei ersten E w . , p. 23.
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tage of the writer of the Apocalypse, we ask whether this reference 
to the collective Twelve can be considered at all on a par with the 
self-glorification of the disguised author of the Gospel, who, not 
content with the simple indication of himself as John, a servant of 
Jesus Christ, and sharing distinction equally with the rest of the 
Twelve, assumes to himself alone a pre-eminence in the favour 
and affection of his Master, as well as a distinction amongst his 
fellow disciples, of which we first hear from himself, and which is 
anything but corroborated by the three Synoptics ? The supposed 
author of the fourth Gospel, it is true, does not plainly mention 
his name, but he distinguishes himself as “ the disciple whom 
Jesus loved,” and represents himself as “ leaning on Jesus’ breast 
at supper.”1 This distinction assumed for himself, and this 
preference over the other disciples in the love of him whom he 
represents as God, is much greater self-glorification than that of 
the author of the Apocalypse. We shall presently see how far 
Ewald is right in saying, moreover, that the author does not 
clearly indicate the person for whom, at least, he desires to be 
mistaken.

We must conclude that these objections have no weight, 
and that there is no internal evidence against the supposition 
that the “ John” who announces himself as the author of the 
Apocalypse was the Apostle. On the contrary, the tone of 
authority adopted throughout, and the evident certainty that his 
identity would everywhere be recognised, denote a position in the 
Church which no other person of the name of John could well 
have held at the time when the Apocalypse was written. The 
external evidence, therefore, which indicates the Apostle John as 
the author of the Apocalypse is quite in harmony with the internal 
testimony of the book itself. We have already pointed out the 
strong colouring of Judaism in the views of the writer. Its 
imagery is thoroughly Jewish, and its allegorical representations 
are entirely based upon Jewish traditions and hopes. The 
heavenly City is a New Jerusalem ; its twelve gates are dedicated 
to the twelve tribes of Israel; God and the Lamb are the Temple 
of i t ; and the sealed of the twelve tribes have the precedence over 
the nations, and stand with the Lamb on Mount Zion (xiv. i) 
having his name and his Father’s written on their foreheads. The 
language in which the book is written is the most Hebraistic 
Greek of the New Testament, as its contents are the most deeply 
tinged with Judaism. If, finally, we seek for some traces of the 
character of the writer, we see in every page the impress of an 
impetuous fiery spirit, whose symbol is the Eagle, breathing forth 
vengeance against the enemies of the Messiah and impatient till it

‘ John xiii. 23 ; xix. 26, 27 ; xx. 2 f . ; cf. xxi. 20 f.
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be accomplished, and the whole of the visions of the Apocalypse 
proceed to the accompaniment of the rolling thunders of God’s 
wrath.

We may now turn to examine such historical data as exist re
garding John the son of Zebedee, and to inquire whether they 
accord better with the character and opinions of the author of the 
Apocalypse or of the Evangelist. John and his brother James are 
represented by the Synoptics as being the sons of Zebedee and 
Salome. They were fishermen on the sea of Galilee, and at the 
call of J^sus they left their ship and their father and followed him.1 
Their fiery and impetuous character led Jesus to give them the 

• surname of Boavripyis, “ Sons of thunder,”2 an epithet justified by 
several incidents which are related regarding them. Upon one 
occasion, John sees one casting out devils in his master’s name, 
and in an intolerant spirit forbids him because he did not follow 
them, for which he is rebuked by Jesus.3 Another time, when 
the inhabitants of a Samaritan village would not receive them, 
John and James angrily turn to Jesus and say : “ Lord, wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume 
them, even as Elijah did ?”« A remarkable episode will have 
presented itself already to the mind of every reader, which the 
second synoptic Gospel narrates as follows :— Mark :t. 35. “ And 
James and John the sons of Zebedee come unto him saying unto 
him: Teacher, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever 
we shall ask thee. 36. And he said unto them : What would ye 
that I should do for you ? 37. They said unto him : Grant that
we may sit, one on thy right hand, and the other on thy left hand 
in thy glory. 38. But Jesus said to them : Ye know not what ye 
ask: can ye drink the cup that I drink ? or be baptised with the 
baptism that I am baptised with ? 39. And they said unto him :
We can. And Jesus said unto them : The cup that I drink ye 
shall drink ; and with the baptism that I am baptised withal shall 
ye be baptised : 40. But to sit on my right hand or on my left
hand is not mine to give, but for whom it has been prepared. 
41. And when the ten heard it they began to be much displeased 
with James and John.” It is difficult to say whether the effrontery 
and selfishness of the request, or the assurance with which the 
brethren assert their power to emulate the Master, is more striking 
in this scene. Apparently, the grossness of the proceeding already 
began to be felt when our first Gospel was edited, for it represents 
the request as made by the mother of James and John ; but that 
is a very slight decrease of the offence, inasmuch as the brethren 
are obviously consenting, if not inciting, parties to the prayer, and

1 Matt. iv. 21 f. ; Mark i. 19 f. ; Luke v. 19 f.
3 Mark iii. 17. 3 16., ix. 38 f. ; Luke ix. 49 f. * Lukcix, 54 f.
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utter their “ We can ” with the same absence of “ incomparable 
modesty.”1 After the death of Jesus, John remained in Jerusalem,2 
and chiefly confined his ministry to the city and its neighbour
hood.3 The account which Hegesippus gives of James the 
brother of Jesus who was appointed overseer of the Church in 
Jerusalem will not be forgotten,'* and we refer to it merely in 
illystration of primitive Christianity. However mythical elements 
are worked up into the narrative, one point is undoubted fact, that 
the Christians of that community were but a sect of Judaism, 
merely superadding to Mosaic doctrines belief in the actuqj advent 
of the Messiah whom Moses and the prophets had foretold ; and 
we find, in the Acts of the Apostles, Peter and John represented • 
as “ going up into the Temple at the hour of prayer,”3 like other 
Jews. In the Epistle of Paul to the Galatians we have most 
valuable evidence with regard to the Apostle John. Paul found 
him still in Jerusalem on the occasion of the visit referred to in 
that letter, about a .d . 50-53. We need not quote at length the 
important passage, Gal. ii. 1 f., but the fact is undeniable, and 
stands upon stronger evidence than almost any other particular 
regarding the early Church, being distinctly and directly stated by 
Paul himself: that the three “ pillar” Apostles representing the 
Church there were James, Peter, and John. Peter is markedly 
termed the Apostle of the circumcision, and the differences 
between him and Paul are evidence of the opposition of their 
views. James and John are clearly represented as sharing the 
views of Peter, and, whilst Paul finally agrees with them that he is 
to go to the Gentiles, the three crrvXoi elect to continue their 
ministry to the circumcision.6 Here is John, therefore, clearly 
devoted to the Apostleship of the circumcision as opposed to Paul, 
whose views, as we gather from the whole of Paul’s account, were 
little more than tolerated by the orcAot. Before leaving New 
Testament data, we may here point out the statement in the Acts 
of the Apostles that Peter and John were known to be “unlettered 
and ignorant men ”7 (avdpuiroi dypdfifjaToi ko.1 ISiHrai). Later 
tradition mentions one or two circumstances regarding John to 
which we may briefly refer. Irenseus states: “ There are those 
who heard him (Polycarp) say that John, the disciple of the Lord, 
going to bathe at Ephesus and perceiving Cerinthus within, rushed 
forth from the bath-house without bathing, but crying o u t: ‘ Let 
us fly lest the bath-house fall down : Cerinthus, the enemy of the
truth, being within it.’.......So great was the care which the Apostles
and their disciples took not to hold even verbal intercourse with

1 Matt. XX. 20 f. 2 Acts i. 13 ; iii. 1. 3 Id., viii. 25 ; xv. I f.
* Eusebius, H. £ . ,  ii. 23 ; cf. p. 268 f. 3 Acts iii. 1. f.
6 Gal. ii. 8-9. 1 Acts iv. 13.
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any of the corrupters of the truth,”* etc. Polycrates, who was 
Bishop of Ephesus about the beginning of the third century, states 
that the Apostle John wore the mitre and petalon of the high 
priest (os iyivrjdrj Itptiis rb irtraXoe irefopr/Ktos),* a tradition which 
agrees with the Jewish tendencies of the Apostle of the circum
cision as Paul describes him.3

Now, if we compare these data regarding John the son of 
Zebedee with the character of John, the author of the Apocalypse, 
as we trace it in the work itself, it is impossible not to be struck 
by the singular agreement. The Hebraistic Greek and abrupt 
inelegant diction are natural to the unlettered fisherman of Galilee, 

• and the fierce and intolerant spirit which pervades the book is 
precisely that which formerly forbade the working of miracles, 
even in the name of the Master, by any not of the immediate 
circle of Jesus, and which desired to consume an inhospitable 
village with fire from heaven/ The Judaistic form of Christianity 
which is represented throughout the Apocalypse, and the Jewish 
elements which enter so largely into its whole composition, are 
precisely those which we might expect from John the Apostle of 
the circumcision, and the associate of James and of Peter in the 
very centre of Judaism. Parts of the Apocalypse, indeed, derive 
a new significance when we remember the opposition which 
the Apostle of the Gentiles met with from the Apostles of 
the circumcision, as plainly declared by Paul in his Epistle 
to the Galatians ii. 1 f., and apparent in other parts of his 
writings.

We have already seen the scarcely disguised attack which is 
made on Paul in the Clementine Homilies under the name of 
Simon the Magician, the Apostle Peter following him from city to 
city for the purpose of denouncing and refuting his teaching. 
There can be no doubt that the animosity against Paul which was 1 * 3 4

1 Irenaeus, Adv. Hirr. , iii. 3, § 4 ; Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 14.
a Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 31.
3 We need not refer to any of the other legends regarding John, but it maybe 

well to mention the tradition common amongst the Fathers which assigned to 
him the cognomen of “ the Virgin.” One Codex gives as the superscription of 
the Apocalypse : “ 7-Ot' iy lo v  ieSo^ordrov aTOCToXov m l (bayyCKiOTOv TtapBivov 
iryamiiUrov tru m )6 lo v  'ludvrov 8co\6yov";  and we know that it is reported in 
early writings that, of all the Apostles, only John and the Apostle Paul 
remained unmarried ; whence probably, in part, this title. In connection with 
this, we may point to the importance attached to virginity in the Apocalypse, 
xiv. 4; cf. Senwegler, Das nachap. Zeit. , ii., p. 254 ; Ltlcke, Comm. tib. d. 
Br. Joh ., 1836, p. 32 f. ; Credner, Einl. N. 7 '., i., p. 21.

4 The very objection of Ewald regarding the glorification of the Twelve, if 
true, would be singularly in keeping with the audacious request of John and 
his brother, to sit on the right and left hand of the glorified Jesus, for we find 
none of the “  incomparable modesty” which the imaginative critic attributes 
to the author of the fourth Gospel in the John of the Synoptics.
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felt by the Ebionitic party, to which John as well as Peter 
belonged, was extreme, and when the novelty of the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone, taught by him, is considered, it is very 
comprehensible. In the Apocalypse we find undeniable traces of 
it which accord with what Paul himself says, and with the un
doubted tradition of the early Church. Not only is Paul silently 
excluded from the number of the Apostles, which might be intelli
gible when the typical nature of the number twelve is considered, 
but allusion is undoubtedly made to him in the Epistles to the 
Churches. It is clear that Paul is referred to in the address to the 
Church of Ephesus: “ And thou didst try them which say that 
they are Apostles and are not, and didst find them false and 
also in the words to the Church of Smyrna : “ But I have a few 
things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling block 
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols,”2 etc., 
as well as elsewhere. Without dwelling on this point, however, 
we think it must be apparent to every unprejudiced person that 
the Apocalypse singularly corresponds in every respect-—language, 
construction, and thought—with what we are told of the character 
of the Apostle John by the Synoptic Gospels and by tradition, and 
that the internal evidence, therefore, accords with the external in 
attributing the composition of the Apocalypse to that Apostle. 
We may without hesitation affirm, at least, that with the exception 
of one or two of the Epistles of Paul there is no work of the New 
Testament which is supported by such close evidence.

We need not discuss the tradition as to the residence of the 
Apostle John in Asia Minor, regarding which much might be 
said. Those who accept the authenticity of the Apocalypse of 
course admit its composition in the neighbourhood of Ephesus,3 
and see in this the confirmadon of the widespread tradibon that the 
Apostle spent a considerable period of the latter part of his life in 
that city. We may merely mention, in passing, that a historical basis 
for the tradition has occasionally been disputed, and has latterly 
again been denied by some able critics. The evidence for this, as 
for everything else connected with the early ages of Christianity, is 
extremely unsatisfactory. Nor need we trouble ourselves with the 
dispute as to the Presbyter John, to whom many ascribe the 
composition, on the one hand, of the Apocalypse, and, on the 
other, of the Gospel, according as they finally accept the one or 
the other alternative of the critical dilemma which we have 
explained.

If we proceed to compare the character of the Apostle John, as 
we have it depicted in the Synoptics and other writings to which 1

1 Apoc., ii. 2. 2 16., ii. 14, iii. 9. J lb ., i. 9.
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we have referred, with that of the author of the fourth Gospel, and 
to contrast the peculiarities of both, we have a very different result. 
Instead of the Hebraistic Greek and harsh diction which might 
be expected front the unlettered and ignorant fisherman of Galilee, 
we find, in the fourth Gospel, the purest and least Hebraistic 
Greek of any of the Gospels (some parts of the third Synoptic, 
perhaps, alone excepted), and a refinement and beauty of com
position whose charm has captivated the world, and in too many 
cases prevented the calm exercise of judgment. Instead of the 
fierce and intolerant temper of the Son of thunder, we find a 
spirit breathing forth nothing but gentleness and love. Instead of 
the Judaistic Christianity of the Apostle of Circumcision who 
merely tolerates Paul, we find a mind which has so completely 
detached itself from Judaism that the writer makes the very 
appellation of “ Jew ” equivalent to that of an enemy of the 
truth. Not only are the customs and feasts of the Jews dis
regarded and spoken of as observances of a people with whom the 
writer has no concern, but he anticipates the day when neither on 
Mount Gerizim nor yet at Jerusalem men shall worship the 
Father, but when it shall be recognised that the only true worship 
is that which is offered in spirit and in truth. Faith in Jesus Christ 
and the merits of his death is the only way by which man can 
attain to eternal life, and the Mosaic Law is practically abolished. 
We venture to assert that, taking the portrait of John the son of 
Zebedee, which is drawn in the Synoptics and the Epistle of Paul 
to the Galatians, supplemented by later tradition, to which we 
have referred, and comparing it with that of the writer of the 
fourth Gospel, no unprejudiced mind can fail to recognise that 
there are not two features alike.

It is the misfortune of this case that the beauty of the Gospel 
under trial has too frequently influenced the decision of the 
judges, and men who have, in other matters, exhibited sound 
critical judgment, in this abandon themselves to sheer sentimen
tality, and indulge in rhapsodies when reasons would be more 
appropriate. Bearing in mind that we have given the whole of 
the data regarding John the son of Zebedee furnished by New 
Testament writings—excluding merely the fourth Gospel itself, 
which, of course, cannot at present be received in evidence—as 
well as the only traditional information possessing, from its date 
and character, any appreciable value, it will become apparent that 
every argument which proceeds on the assumption that John was 
the beloved disciple, and possessed of characteristics quite 
different from those we meet with in the writings to which we have 
referred, is worthless and a mere petitio prindpii. We can, 
therefore, appreciate the state of the case when, for instance, we 
find an able man like Credner commencing his inquiry as to who
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was the author of the fourth Gospel with such words as the 
following: “ Were we entirely without historical data regarding 
the author of the fourth Gospel, who is not named in the writing 
itself, we should still, from internal grounds in the Gospel itself— 
from the nature of the language, from the freshness and perspi
cacity of the narrative, from the exactness and precision of the 
statements, from the peculiar manner of the mention of the 
Baptist and of the sons of Zebedee, from the love and fervour 
rising to ecstasy which the writer manifests towards Jesus, from 
the irresistible charm which is poured out over the whole ideally- 
composed evangelical history, from the philosophical considerations 
with which the Gospel begins— be led to the result: that the 
author of such a Gospel can only be a native of Palestine, can 
only be a direct eye-witness, can only be an Apostle, can only be 
a favourite of Jesus, can only be that John whom Jesus held 
captivated to himself by the whole heavenly spell of his teaching, 
that John who rested on the bosom of Jesus, stood beneath his 
cross, and whose later residence in a city like Ephesus proves 
that philosophical speculation not merely attracted him, but that 
he also knew how to maintain his place amongst philosophically 
cultivated Greeks.”* It is almost impossible to proceed further 
in building up theory on baseless assumption; but we shall 
hereafter see that he is kept in countenance by Ewald, 
who outstrips him in the boldness and minuteness of his 
conjectures. We must now more carefully examine the details of 
the case.

The language in which the Gospel is written, as we have 
already mentioned, is much less Hebraic than that of the other 
Gospels, with the exception of parts of the Gospel according to 
Luke, and its Hebraisms are not on the whole greater than was 
almost invariably the case with Hellenistic Greek; but its 
composition is distinguished by peculiar smoothness, grace, and 
beauty, and in this respect it is assigned the first rank among 
the Gospels. It may be remarked that the connection which 
Credner finds between the language and the Apostle John arises 
out of the supposition that long residence in Ephesus had enabled 
him to acquire that facility of composition in the Greek language 
which is one of its characteristics. Ewald, who exaggerates the 
Hebraism of the work, resorts nevertheless to the conjecture, 
which we shall hereafter more fully consider, that the Gospel was 
written from dictation by young friends of John in Ephesus, who 
put the aged Apostle’s thoughts, in many places, into purer Greek 
as they wrote them down.2 The arbitrary nature of such an 
explanation, adopted in one shape or another by many apologists,

* Credner, Einl. N . 7 '., i., p. 208. 2 Die Joh. Schr., i. p. 50 f.
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requires no remark ; but we shall at every turn meet with similar 
assumptions advanced to overcome difficulties. Now, although 
there is no certain information as to the time when, if ever, the 
Apostle removed into Asia Minor, it is at least pretty certain that 
he did not leave Palestine before a .d . 60.1 We find him still at 
Jerusalem about a . d . 50-53, when Paul went thither, and he had 
not at that time any intention of leaving ; but, on the contrary, 
his dedication of himself to the ministry of the circumcision is 
distinctly mentioned by the Apostle.3 The “ unlettered and 
ignorant ” fisherman of Galilee, therefore, had obviously attained 
an age when habits of thought and expression have become fixed, 
and when a new language cannot without great difficulty be 
acquired. If we consider the Apocalypse to be his work, we find 
positive evidence of such markedly different thought and language 
actually existing when the Apostle must have been between sixty 
and seventy years of age, that it is quite impossible to conceive 
that he could have subsequently acquired the language and 
mental characteristics of the fourth Gospel. It would be perfectly 
absurd, so far as language goes, to find in the fourth Gospel the 
slightest indication of the Apostle John, of whose language we 
have no information except from the Apocalypse, a composition 
which, if accepted as written by the Apostle, would at once exclude 
all consideration of the Gospel as his work.

There are many circumstances, however, which seem clearly to 
indicate that the author of the fourth Gospel was neither a 
native of Palestine nor a Jew, and to some of these we must briefly 
refer. The philosophical statements with which the Gospel com
mences, it will be admitted, are anything but characteristic of the 
Son of thunder, the ignorant and unlearned fisherman of 
Galilee who, to a comparatively advanced period of life, continued 
preaching in his native country to his brethren of the circumcision. 
Attempts have been made to trace the Ixjgos doctrine of the fourth 
Gospel to the purely Hebraic source of the Old Testament, but 
every impartial mind must perceive that here there is no direct and 
simple transformation of the theory of Wisdom of the Proverbs 
and Old Testament Apocrypha, and no mere development of the 
later Memra of the Targums, but a very advanced application 
to Christianity of Alexandrian philosophy, with which we have 
become familiar through the writings of Philo, to which reference 
has so frequently been made. It is quite true that a decided step 
beyond the doctrine of Philo is made when the Logos is

1 It is almost certain that John did not remove to Asia Minor during Paul’s 
time. There is no trace of his being there in the Pauline Epistles (cf. de 
Wette, E inl. N . T ., p. 221).

3 G al ii. 9.
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represented as trdp£ iykvtro in the person of Jesus; but this argu
ment is equally applicable to the Jewish doctrine of Wisdom, and 
that step had already been taken before the composition of the 
Gospel. In the Alexandrian philosophy everything was prepared 
for the final application of the doctrine, and nothing is more clear 
than the fact that the writer of the fourth Gospel was well 
acquainted with the teaching of the Alexandrian school, from 
which he derived his philosophy, and its elaborate and systematic 
application to Jesus alone indicates a late development of Christian 
doctrine, which we maintain could not have been attained by the 
Judaistic son of Zebedee.1

We have already on several occasions referred to the attitude 
which the writer of the fourth Gospel assumes towards the Jews. 
Apart from the fact that he places Christianity generally in strong 
antagonism to Judaism, as light to darkness, truth to a lie, and 
presents the doctrine of a hypostatic Trinity in the most developed 
form to be found in the New Testament, in striking contrast to the 
three Synoptics, and in contradiction to Hebrew Monotheism, he 
writes at all times as one who not only is not a Jew himself, but has 
nothing to do with their laws and customs. He speaks everywhere 
of the feasts “ of the Jews,” “ the passover of the Jews,” “ the 
manner of the purifying of the Jews,” “ the Jews’ feast of taber
nacles,” “as the manner of the Jews is to bury,” “the Jews’ prepara
tion day,” and so on.2 The Law of Moses is spoken of as “ your 
law,” “ their law,” as of a people with which the writer was not 
connected.3 Moreover, the Jews are represented as continually 
in virulent opposition to Jesus, and seeking to kill him ; and the 
word “ Jew ” is the unfailing indication of the enemies of the truth, 
and the persecutors of the Christ.1* The Jews are not once spoken 
of as the favoured people of God, but they are denounced as 
“ children of the devil,” who is “ the father of lies and a murderer 
from the beginning.”3 The author makes Caiaphas and the chief 
priests and Pharisees speak of the Jewish people not as 6 Aaos, 
but as rb idvo% the term employed by the Jews to designate the 
Gentiles.6 We heed scarcely point out that the Jesus of the fourth

1 Most critics agree that the characteristics of the fourth Gospel render the 
supposition that it was the work of an old man untenable.

2 John ii. 6, 13 ; v. I ; vi. 4 ; vii. 2 ; xix. 40, 42, etc.
3 16., viii. 17 ; x. 34 ; xv. 25, etc.
* lb ., v. 16, 18; vii. 23, 19 f. ; viii. 40, 59; ix. 22, 28; xviii. 31 f. ; 

xix. 12 f.
5 16., viii. 44.
6 rb (dvot is applied to the Jewish people fourteen times in the New Testa

ment. It is so used five times in the fourth Gospel (xi. 48, 50, 51, 52, xviii. 35), 
and elsewhere, with one exception, only by the author of the third Synoptic 
and Acts (Luke vii. 5, xxiii. 2; Acts x. 22, xxiv. 3, 10, 17, xxvi. 4, xxviii. 19), 
who is almost universally believed to have been a Gentile convert and not a
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Gospel is no longer of the race of David, but the Son of God. 
The expectation of the Jews that the Messiah should be of the 
seed of David is entirely set aside, and the genealogies of the first 
and third Synoptics tracing his descent are not only ignored, but 
the whole idea absolutely excluded.

Then the writer calls Annas the high priest, although at the 
same time Caiaphas is represented as holding that office.* The 
expression which he uses is : “ Caiaphas being the high priest that 
year ” (ap \itp tv^  a>v row iviavrov eKtivov). This statement, 
made more than once, indicates the belief that the office was 
merely annual, which is erroneous. Josephus states with regard 
to Caiaphas that he was high priest for ten years, from A .n .  25-36.“ 
Ewald and others argue that the expression “ that year ” refers to 
the year in which the death of Jesus, so memorable to the writer, 
took place, and that it does not exclude the possibility of his 
having been high priest for successive years.also.3 This explana
tion, however, is quite arbitrary and insufficient, and this is shown 
by the additional error in representing Annas as also high priest 
at the same time. The Synoptists know nothing of the prelimi
nary examination before Annas, and the reason given by the writer 
of the fourth Gospel why the soldiers first took Jesus to Annas: 
“ for he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was high priest that 
same year,”* is inadmissible. The assertion is a clear mistake, and 
it probably originated in a stranger, writing of facts and institutions 
with which he was not well acquainted, being misled by an error 
equally committed by the author of the third Gospel and of the 
Acts of the Apostles. In Luke iii. 2 the word of God is said to 
come to John the Baptist, “ in the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas ”  (ori ap-^uptoK “Avva kal K a i d<f>a); and again, in 
Acts iv. 6, Annas is spoken of as the high priest when Peter and 
John healed the lame man at the gate of the Temple which was 
called “ Beautiful,” and Caiaphas is mentioned immediately after : 
“ And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alex-

Jew. The exception referred to is I Pet. ii. 9, where, however, the use is 
justified : fffrot dyiof, \aln elt ireporohjo’O'. The word \afa  is only twice used 
in the fourth Gospel, once in xi. 50, where I0ror occurs in the same verse, and 
again in xviii. 14, where the same words of Caiaphas, xi. 50, are quoted. It 
is found in viii. 2, but that episode does not belong to the fourth Gospel, but is 
probably taken from the Gospel according to the Hebrews. Ewald himself 
points out that the saying of Caiaphas is the purest Greek, and this is another 
proof that it could not proceed from the son of Zebedee. It could still less be, 
as it stands, an original speech in Greek of the high priest to the Jewish 
Council—a point which does not require remark (cf. Ewald, Die Joh. Schr., 
i., p. 325, anm. I).

1 John xi. 49, 51 ; xviii. 13, 16, 19, 22, 24.
* Anti<j. xviii. 2, § 2; 4, § 3; cf. Matt. xxvi. 3, 57.
3 D ie Joh. Sehr., i., p. 326, anm. I ; LUcke, Comment. E v. Joh., ii., p. 484.
4 John xviii. 13.
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ander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high priest.” 
Such statements, erroneous in themselves and not understood by 
the author of the fourth Gospel, may have led to the confusion in 
the narrative. Annas had previously been high priest, as we know 
from Josephus,' but nothing is more certain than the fact that the 
title was not continued after the office was resigned ; and Ishmael, 
Eleazar, and Simon, who succeeded Annas and separated his term 
of office from that of Caiaphas, did not subsequently bear the title. 
The narrative is a mistake, and such an error could not have been 
committed by a native of Palestine, and much less by an acquain
tance of the high priest.3

There are also several geographical errors committed which 
denote a foreigner. In i. 28 the writer speaks of a “ Bethany 
beyond Jordan, where John was baptising.” The substitution of 
“ Bethabara,” mentioned by Origen, which has erroneously crept 
into the vulgar text, is, of course, repudiated by critics, “ Bethany ” 
standing in all the older codices. The alteration was evidendy 
proposed to obviate the difficulty that, even in Origen’s time, there 
did not exist any trace of a Bethany beyond Jordan in Perea. 
The place could not be the Bethany near Jerusalem, and it is sup
posed that the writer either mistook its position or, inventing a 
second Bethany, which he described as “ beyond Jordan,” dis
played an ignorance of the locality improbable either in a Jew ora 
Palestinian.3 Again, in iii. 23, the writer says that “ John was

' A ntiq . , xviii. 2, § 1.
3 John xviii. 15. The author says, in relating the case of restoration of sight 

to a blind man, that Jesus desired him : (ix. 7) “  Go wash in the pool of 
Siloam,” and adds: “ which is by interpretation : Sent.” The writer evidently 
wishes to ascribe a prophetical character to the name, and thus increase the 
significance of the miracle ; but the explanation of the Hebrew name, it is 
contended, is forced and incorrect (Bretschneider, Probabilia, p. 93; Davidson, 
Int. N. 7 ’., ii., p. 428 ; cf. Gesenius, Lex. /M r . ,  1847, p. 925), and betrays 
a superficial knowledge of the language. At the best, the interpretation is a 
mere conceit, and Lticke (Ev. Joh., ii., p. 381) refuses to be persuaded that the 
parenthesis is by John at all, and prefers the conjecture that it is a gloss of some 
ancient allegorical interpreter introduced into the text. Other critics (Kuinoel, 
Com. in N . 7 1 , 1817, iii., p. 445 ; Tholuck, Com. Ev. Joh. 5to A ufl., 1837, 
p. 194 : cf. Neander, l.eben J .  C. 7to Ausg. p. 398, anm. I ; Farrar, L ife  of 
Christ, ii., p. 81, n. 3) express similar views ; but this explanation is resisted 
by the evidence of MSS. As the balance of opinion pronounces the interpreta
tion within grammatical possibility, and the interpolation of the phrase may be 
equally possible, the objection must not be pressed.

3 Baur, Unters. kan. E w .,  p. 331 ; Bretschneider, Probabilia, p. 95 f. ; 
Davidson, h it. N . 7 1 , ii., p. 427; Schenkel, Das Charakt. Jesu, p . 354; 
Scholten, Het Ev. Joh., p. 207. Keim (Jes. v. N az., i., p. 495, iii., p . 615, 
anm. 2) does not consider the events connected with the place historical. The 
reference is suggestively discussed by Bleek, E inl. N . 7 1 , p. 210 f. ; Beiirage, 
p. 256 f. ; Caspari, Chron. Geogr. E in l., 1869, p. 79 f. ; Ebrard, E v . J o h . , 
p. 68 f. ; Ewald, Gesch. V. Isr., v., p. 262, anm. I ; Farrar, L if t  o f C hrist, i., 
p. 140, n. 1 ; Grove, in Smith’s Diet, o f Bible, i., p. 194 f. ; Hengstenberg, E v .
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baptising in Ainon, near to Salim, because there was much water 
there.” This /Knon, near to Salim, was in Judaea, as is clearly 
stated in the previous verse. The place, however, was quite 
unknown even in the third century, and the nearest locality which 
could be indicated as possible was in the north of Samaria, and, 
therefore, differed from the statements in iii. 22, iv. 3.1 Ainon 
signifies' “ springs,” and the question arises whether the writer of 
the fourth Gospel, not knowing the real meaning of the word, did 
not simply mistake it for the name of a place.* In any case, there 
seems to be here another error into which the author of the fourth 
Gospel, had he been the Apostle John, could not have fallen.

The account of the miracle of the pool of Bethesda is a remark
able one for many reasons. The words which most pointedly relate 
the miraculous phenomena characterising the pool are rejected by 
many critics as an interpolation. In the following extract wc put 
them in italics: v. 3.— “ In these (five porches) lay a multitude of 
the sick, halt, withered, waiting fo r  the moving of the water. 4. 
For an angel went down at certain seasons into the pool and was 
troubling the water: he, therefore, who first went in after the 
troubling of the water was made whole o f whatsoever disease he had.” 
We maintain, however, that the obnoxious passage is no spurious 
interpolation, but that there is ample evidence, external and 
internal, to substantiate its claim to a place in the text. It is true 
that the whole passage is omitted by the Sinaitic and Vatican 
Codices, and by C ; that A1, L, 18, and others, omit the last 
phrase of verse 3, and that I), 33, which contain that phrase, omit 
the whole of verse 4, together with 157, 314 and some other MSS.; 
that in many codices in which the passage is found it is marked 
by an asterisk or obelus, and that it presents considerable variation 
in readings. It is also true that it is omitted by Cureton’s Syriac, 
by the Thebaic, and by most of the Memphitic versions. But, on 
the other hand, it exists in the Alexandrian Codex, CJ, E, F. G, 
H, I, K, L, M, U, V, r, A, and other MSS.,3 and it forms part of 
the Peschito, Jerusalem Syriac, Vulgate, Watkin’s Memphitic, 
Aithiopic, and Armenian versions. More important still is the

Joh., i., p. 83 f . ; Holtzmann, in Schenkel’s Bib. I.ex., i., p. 420 f. ; Meyer, 
E v.Joh ., p. 103 f. ; Winer, Bib/. Realwortcrb., i., p. 167. The itinerary 
indicated in the following passages should be borne in mind : John i. 18, 43, 
ii. I, x. 40, xi. 1-18. The recent apologetic attempt to identify this Bethany 
with Tell Anihje, “  narrisehe weise” as Keirn contemptuously terms Caspari s 
proceeding, has signally failed.

1 According to Eusebius and Jerome, it was shown in their day, near Salem 
and the Jordan, eight miles south of Scythopolis ; but few critics adopt this 
site, which is, in fact, excluded by the statements of the evangelist himself.

2 Scholten, Hct Ev. Joh., p. 435.
3 The italicised words in verse 3, as we have already pointed out, are only by 

the second hand in A, but they are originally given in D and 33.
2M
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fact that it existed in the ancient Latin version of Tertullian, who 
refers to the passage ;■ and it is quoted by Didymus, Chrysostom, 
Cyril, Ambrose, Theophylact, Euthymius, and other Fathers. Its 
presence in the Alexandrian Codex alone might not compensate 
for the omission of the passage by the Sinaitic and Vatican 
Codices and C, I); but when the Alexandrian MS. is supported by 
the version used by Tertullian, which is a couple of centuries 
older than any of the other authorities, as well as by the Peschito, 
not to mention other codices, the balance of external evidence is 
distinctly in its favour.

The internal evidence is altogether on the side of the authen
ticity of the passage. It is true that there are a considerable 
number of <Lra£ A«yoptva in the few lines : tKSf\ecr6a.L, Kiyi/a-iq, 
Tapa\rj, vocn/pa, KaT(\tir6ai, and perhaps S>;JTOT( ; but it 
must be remembered that the phenomena described are excep
tional, and may well explain exceptional phraseology. On the 
other hand, vyo/s is specially a Johannine word, used v. 4 and 
six times more in the fourth Gospel, but only five times in the rest 
of the New Testament; and uyojs with yivvrOai occurs in v. 4, 6, 
9, 14, and with iroUiv in v. 11, 15, vii. 23, and nowhere else. 
Tapdaxrtiv also may be indicated as employed in v. 4, 7, and five 
times more in other parts of the Gospel, and only eleven times in 
the rest of the New Testament; and the use of rapayi) in v. 4 is 
thus perhaps naturally accounted for. The context, however, for
bids the removal of this passage. It is in the highest degree im
probable that verse 3 could have ended with “ withered ” (£ijpa>v); 
and although many critics wish to retain the last phrase in verse 3, 
in order to explain verse 7, this only shows the necessity, without 
justifying the arbitrary maintenance of these words ; whilst verse 4* 
which is still better attested, is excluded to get rid of the incon
venient angel. It is evident that the expression, “ when the 
water was troubled” (orav Tapay&y to vStop), of the undoubted 
verse 7 is unintelligible without the explanation that the angel “ was 
troubling the water ” (erdpaoxrt rb v8u>p) of verse 4, and also 
that the statement of verse 7, “ but while I am coming, another 
j^oeth down before me ” («v <j> Si tp^opai lyo>, aAAos rpo 
tpov Karafialvei), absolutely requires the account: “ he, there
fore, who first went in, etc.” (o o3 v 7t/x3tos *. t. A.) of
verse 4. The argument that the interpolation was made to explain 
the statement in verse 7 is untenable, for that statement necessarily 
presupposes the account in the verses under discussion, and can
not be severed from it. Even if the information that the water

1 A ngelum aquis intervenire, si novum vide fur, exemplum fu tu r i praeeucurrit. 
Piscinam Bethsaidam angelus interveniens commcrvcbat. ObscrvabeaUy qui 
valetudinem querebantur; nam si quis pracvcnerat descendere il/ue, queri post 
Itxvacrum desinebat {De Baptis mo, § 5).
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was “ troubled ” at certain seasons only could have been dispensed 
with, it is obvious that the explanation of the condition of healing, 
given in verse 4, is indispensable to the appreciation of the lame 
man’s complaint in verse 7, for without knowing that priority was 
essential the reason for the protracted waiting is inconceivable. It 
is also argued that the passage about the angel may have been 
interpolated to bring out the presence of supernatural agency ; but 
it is much more reasonable to believe that attempts have been 
made to omit these verses, of which there is such ancient attesta
tion, in order to eliminate an embarrassing excess of supernatural 
agency, and get rid of the difficulty presented by the fact, for 
which even Tertullian1 endeavoured to account, that the supposed 
pool had ceased to exhibit any miraculous phenomena. This 
natural explanation is illustrated by the alacrity with which Apolo
gists at the present day abandon the obnoxious passage.2 The 
combined force of the external and internal evidence cannot, we 
think, be fairly resisted. 3

Now, not only is the pool of Bethesda totally unknown at the 
present day, but, although possessed of such miraculous properties, 
it was not known even to Josephus, or any other writer of that 
time. It is inconceivable that, were the narrative genuine, the 
phenomena could have been unknown and unmentioned by the 
Jewish historian.4 There is here evidently the narrative neither of 
an Apostle nor of an eye-witness.

Another very significant mistake occurs in the account of the 
conversation with the Samaritan woman, which is said to have 
taken place (iv. 5) near “ a city of Samaria which is called 
Sychar.” It is evident that there was no such place—and 
apologetic ingenuity is severely taxed to explain the difficulty.

■ Adv. JucLros, § 13.
2 “ The Biblical critic is glad that he can remove these words from the 

record, and cannot be called upon to explain them ” (Rev. H. W. Watkins, 
M.A., in A New Test. Commentary fo r English Readers, edited by Charles 
John Ellicott, D. D., Lord Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, i., p. 416).

3 Without pretending to give an exhaustive list, we may mention the views
of the following critics :—In favour of the authenticity: Von Ammon, Bengel, 
Burton, Baumgarten-Crusius, Grotius, Hahn, Hengstenberg, Ililgenfeld, Hof
mann, Lachmann, Lampe, Lange, McClellan, Reuss, Scholz, Scrivener (doubtful), 
Sepp, Stier, Strauss, Tittmann, Webster and Wilkinson, Weisse, Wetstein, 
Wordsworth. Ebrard and Ewald are disposed to accept verse 3, and to reject 
verse 4 only. Against the authenticity: Alford, Baeumlein, BrUckner,
Davidson, Farrar, Godet, Griesbach, Kuinoel, Lightfoot, LUcke, Luthardt, 
Meyer, Milligan, Neander, Olshausen, Sanday, Scholten, Semler, Spath, 
Stemler, Storr, Tisehendorf, Tholuck, Tregelles, Trench, Weizsacker, West- 
cott, and Hort. The following are doubtful: Holtzmann, Schulz, Theile, 
de Wette.

4 Cf. LUcke, Com. Ev. foh., ii., p. 16 f. ; Ewald, Die Joh. Schr., i., 
p. 200 f.
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The common conjecture has been that the town of Sichem is 
intended, but this is rightly rejected by Delitzsch1 and Ewald.’ 
Credner,3 not unsupported by others, and borne out in particular 
by the theory of Ewald, conjectures that Sychar is a corruption of 
Sichem, introduced into the Gospel by a Greek secretary to whom 
this part of the Gospel was dictated, and who mistook the 
Apostle’s pronunciation of the final syllable. We constantly meet 
with- this elastic explanation of difficulties in the Gospel, but its 
mere enunciation displays at once the reality of the difficulties and 
the imaginary nature of the explanation. Hengstenberg adopts 
the view, and presses it with pious earnestness, that the term is a 
mere nickname for the city of Sichem, and that, by so slight a 
change in the pronunciation, the Apostle called the place a 
city of Lies—a play upon words which he does not consider 
unworthy.4 The only support which this latter theory can secure 
from internal evidence is to be derived from the fact that the 
whole discourse with the woman is ideal. Hengstenberg5 
conjectures that the five husbands of the woman are typical of the 
Gods of the five nations with which the King of Assyria peopled 
Samaria, 2 Kings xvii. 24-41, and which they worshipped 
instead of the God of Israel; and as the actual God of the 
Samaritans was not recognised as the true God by the Jews, nor 
their worship of him on Mount Gerizim held to be valid, he 
considers that under the name of the City of Sychar their whole 
religion, past and present, was denounced as a lie. There can be 
little doubt that the episode is allegorical, but such a defence of 
the geographical error, the reality of which is everywhere felt, 
whilst it is quite insufficient on the one hand, effectually destroys 
the historical character of the Gospel on the other. The inferences 
from all of the foregoing examples are strengthened by the fact 
that, in the quotations from the Old Testament, the fourth Gospel 
in the main follows the Septuagint version, or shows its influence, 
and nowhere can be shown directly to translate from the 
Hebrew.

These instances might be multiplied, but we must proceed to 
examine more closely the indications given in the Gospel as 
to the identity of its author. YY’e need not point out that the 
writer nowhere clearly states who he is, nor mentions his name; 
but expressions are frequently used which evidently show the 
desire that a particular person should be understood. He

' Talmudisehe Stud. Zeitschr. gesammt. luth. Theol. u. Kirehe, 1856, 
p. 240 f.

3 Die Joh. Schr., i., p. 181, anm. I ; Gesch. V. Isr., v., p. 348, anm. I ; 
Jahrb. bibl. IViss., viii., p. 255 f.

3 Einl. N. T., i., p. 264.
4 Das Ev. des heil. Joh., 1867, i., p. 244. 5 fb . ,  i., p. 262 f.
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generally calls himself “ the other disciple,” or “ the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.”1 It is universally understood that he 
represents himself as having previously been a disciple of John 
the Baptist (i. 35 f.), and also that he is “ the other disciple ” 
who was acquainted with the high priest (xviii. 15, 16), if not 
an actual relative, as Ewald and others assert.2 The assumption 
that the disciple thus indicated is John rests principally on the 
fact that, whilst the author mentions the other Apostles, he' seems 
studiously to avoid directly naming John, and also that he never 
distinguishes John the Baptist by the appellation 6 fiairTurrrj<s, 
whilst he carefully distinguishes the two disciples of the name of 
Judas, and always speaks of the Apostle Peter as “ Simon Peter,” 
or “ Peter,” but rarely as “ Simon” only. Without pausing to 
consider the slightness of this evidence, it is obvious that, 
supposing the disciple indicated to be John the son of Zebedee, 
the fourth Gospel gives a representation of him quite different 
from the Synoptics and other writings. In the fourth Gos]iel 
(i. 35 f.) the calling of the Apostle is described in a peculiar 
manner. John (the Baptist) is standing with two of his disciples, 
and points out Jesus to them as “ the Lamb of God,” whereupon 
the two disciples follow Jesus, and, finding out where he lives, 
abide with him that day and subsequently attach themselves to 
his person. In verse 40 it is stated : “ One of the two which 
heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother.” We are left to imagine who was the other, and the 
answer of critics is, John. Now, the “ calling” of John is related 
in a totally different manner in the Synoptics—Jesus, walking by 
the Sea of Galilee, sees “ two brethren, Simon called Peter and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 
fishers, and he saith unto them : Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. And they straightway left their nets and 
followed him. And when he had gone from thence, he saw other 
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, 
in the ship with Zebedee their father mending their nets ; and 
he called them. And they immediately left the ship and their 
father and followed him.”-1 These accounts are in complete 
contradiction to each other, and both cannot be true. We see, 
from the first introduction of “ the other disciple ” on the scene, 
in the fourth Gospel, the evident design to give him the prece
dence before Peter and the rest of the Apostles. We have above 
given the account of the first two Synoptists of the calling of

1 John i. 35 f.; xiii. 23 ; xix. 26, 35 ; xx. 2.
1 Ewald, Die. /o h . Sehr., i., p. 400 ; Bleek, Eitil. N. T ., p. 151. Ewald 

considers the relationship to have been on the mother’s side. Hengstenberg 
contradicts that strange assumption (Das Ev. heil. Joh., iii., p. 196).

3 Matt. iv. 18-22 ; Mark i. 16-20.
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Peter, according to which he is the first of the disciples who is 
selected, and he is directly invited by Jesus to follow him and 
become, with his brother Andrew, “ fishers of men.” James and 
John are not called till later in the day, and without the record 
of any special address. In the third Gospel the calling of Peter 
is introduced with still more important details. Jesus enters the 
boat of Simon and bids him push out into the I>ake and let down 
his net, and the miraculous draught of fishes is taken : “ When 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees saying: Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, 
and all that were with him, at the draught of fishes which they 
had taken.” The calling of the sons of Zebedee becomes even 
less important here, for the account simply continues : “ And so 
were also James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners 
with Simon.” Jesus then addresses his invitation to Simon, and 
the account concludes : “And when they had brought their boats 
to land, they forsook all, and followed him.”1 In the fourth 
Gospel the calling of the two disciples of John is first narrated, 
as we have seen, and the first call of Peter is from his brother 
Andrew, and not from Jesus himself. “ He (Andrew) first findeth 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto him : We have found the 
Messias (which is, being interpreted, Christ), and he brought him 
to Jesus. Jesus looked on him and said : Thou art Simon, the 
son of Jonas;1 thou shalt be called Cephas (which is, by inter
pretation, Peter).” 3 'I'his explanation of the manner in which the 
cognomen Peter is given, we need not point out, is likewise 
contradictory to the Synoptics, and betrays the same purpose of 
suppressing the prominence of Peter.

The fourth Gospel states that “ the other disciple,” who is 
declared to be John, the author of the Gospel, was known to the 
high priest, another trait amongst many others elevating him above 
the son of Zebedee as he is depicted elsewhere in the New 
Testament. The account which the fourth Gospel gives of the 
trial of Jesus is in very many important particulars at variance 
with that of the Synoptics. We need only mention here the 
point that the latter know nothing of the preliminary examina
tion by Annas. We shall not discuss the question as to where 
the denial of Peter is represented as taking place in the fourth 
Gospel, but may merely say-that no other disciple but Peter is 
mentioned in the Synoptics as having followed Jesus; and Peter

1 Luke v. t - n .
3 The author apparently considered that Jonas and John were the same 

name—another indication of a foreigner. Although some of the oldest codices 
read John here and in xxi. 15-17, there is great authority for the reading Jona, 
which is considered by a majority of critics the original.

3 John i. 41-42.
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enters without difficulty into the high priest’s palace.1 In the 
fourth Gospel, Peter is made to wait without at the door until 
John, who is a friend of the high priest and freely enters, obtains 
permission for Peter to go in—another instance of the precedence 
which is systematically given to John. The Synoptics do not in 
this particular case give any support to the statement in the 
fourth Gospel, and certainly in nothing that is said of John 
elsewhere do they render his acquaintance with the high priest in 
the least degree probable. It is, on the contrary, improbable in 
the extreme that the young fisherman of Galilee, who shows very 
little enlightenment in the anecdotes told of him in the Synoptics, 
and who is described as an “ unlettered and ignorant ” man in the 
Acts of the Apostles, could have any acquaintance with the high 
priest. Ewald, who on the strength of the word y vwo-tos,2 at 
once elevates him into a relation of the high priest, sees in the 
statement of Polycrates that late in life he wore the priestly 
a-ETaXov—a confirmation of the supposition that he was of the 
high priest’s race and family.3 The evident Judaistic tendency 
which made John wear the priestly mitre may distinguish 
him as author of the Apocalypse, but it is fatal to the theory 
which makes him author of the fourth Gospel, in which there is 
so complete a severance from Judaism.

A much more important point is the designation of the 
author of the fourth Gospel, who is identified with the Apostle 
John, as “ the disciple whom Jesus loved.” It is scarcely too 
much to say that this suggestive appellation alone has done more 
than any arguments to ensure the recognition of the work, and to 
overcome doubts as to its authenticity. Religious sentimentality, 
evoked by the influence of this tender epithet, has been blind to 
historical incongruities, and has been willing to accept, with little 
question, from the “ beloved disciple ” a portrait of Jesus totally 
unlike that of the Synoptics, and to elevate the dogmatic mysticism 
and artificial discourses of the one over the pure morality and 
simple eloquence of the other. It is impossible to reflect seriously 
upon this representation of the relations between one of the dis
ciples and Jesus without the conviction that every record of the 
life of the great Teacher must have borne distinct traces of the 
preference, and that the disciple so honoured must have attracted 
the notice of every early writer acquainted with the facts. If we 
seek for any evidence, however, that John was distinguished with 
such special affection—that he lay on the breast of Jesus at 
supper—that even the Apostle Peter recognised his superior

'^Matt. xxvi. 58, 69 ; Mark xiv. 54, 56; Luke xxii. 54 f.
2 John xviii. 15.
3 PieJoh. S ihr., i., p. 400, anm. I ; Bleek, Einl. N. T., p. 15.
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intimacy and influence,1 and that he received at the foot of the 
cross the care of his mother from the dying Jesus,2 we seek in 
vain. The synoptic Gospels, which minutely record the details of 
the last supper and of the crucifixion, so far from reporting any 
such circumstances or such distinction of John, do not even mention 
his name; and Peter everywhere has precedence before the sons of 
Zebedee. Almost the only occasions upon which any prominence 
is given to them are episodes in which they incur the Master’s dis
pleasure, and the cognomen of “ Sons of thunder ” has certainly 
no suggestion in it of special affection, nor of personal qualities 
likely to attract the great Teacher. The selfish ambition of the 
brothers who desire to sit on thrones on his right and on his left, 
and the intolerant temper which would have called down fire from 
heaven to consume a Samaritan village, much rather contradict 
than support the representation of the fourth Gospel. Upon one 
occasion, indeed, Jesus, in rebuking them, adds: “ Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of. ”3 It is perfectly undeniable that 
John nowhere has any such position accorded to him in the 
Synoptics as this designation in the fourth Gospel implies. In the 
lists of the disciples he is always put in the fourth place,4 and in 
the first two Gospels his only distinguishing designation is that of 
“ the brother of James,” or one of the sons of Zebedee. The 
Apostle Peter, in all of the Synoptics, is the leader of the disciples. 
He it is who alone is represented as the mouthpiece of the Twelve, 
or as holding conversation with Jesus ; and the only occasions on 
which the sons of Zebedee address Jesus are those to which we 
have referred, upon which his displeasure was incurred. The 
angel who appears to the women after the resurrection desires 
them to tell his disciples “ and Peter” that Jesus will meet them 
in Galilee ;5 but there is no message for any “ disciple whom he 
loved.” If Peter, James, and John accompany the Master to the 
mount of transfiguration, and are witnesses of his agony in the 
garden, regarding which, however, the fourth Gospel is totally 
silent, the two brethren remain in the background, and Peter 
alone acts a prominent part. If we turn to the Epistles of Paul, 
we do not find a single trace of acquaintance with the fact that 
Jesus honoured John with any special affection, and the oppor
tunity of referring to such a distinction was not wanting when he 
writes to the Galatians of his visit to the “ Pillar ” Apostles

' John xiii. 23-26. 3 fb., xix. 25-27.
3 Luke ix. 55. These words are omitted from some of the oldest MSS., 

but they are in Cod. D  ( B eat) and many other very important texts, as well 
as in some of the oldest versions, besides being quoted by the Fathers. Thev 
were probably omitted after the claim of John to be the “ beloved disciple'’ 
became admitted.

4 Matt. x. 2 -4 ; Mark iii. 16-19 1 Luke vi. 14-16. 5 Mark xvi. 7.
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in Jerusalem. Here again we find no prominence given to 
John, but the contrary, his name still being mentioned last and 
without any special comment. In none of the Pauline or other 
Epistles is there any allusion, however distant, to any disciple 
whom Jesus specially loved. The Apocalypse, which, if any book 
of the New Testament can be traced to him, must be ascribed to 
the Apostle John, makes no claim to such a distinction. In 
none of the Apocryphal Gospels is there the slightest indication 
of knowledge of the fact, and, if we come to the Fathers even, it 
is a striking circumstance that there is not a trace of it in any 
early work, and not the most remote indication of any independent 
tradition that Jesus distinguished John, or any other individual 
disciple, with peculiar friendship. The Roman Clement, in refer
ring to the example of the Apostles, only mentions Peter and 
Paul.1 Polycarp, who is described as a disciple of the Apostle 
John, apparently knows nothing of his having been especially 
loved by Jesus. Pseudo-Ignatius does not refer to him at all in 
the Syriac Epistles, or in either version of the seven Epistles.2 
Papias, in describing his interest in hearing what the Apostles said, 
gives John no prominence : “ I inquired minutely after the words 
of the Presbyters : What Andrew or what Peter said, or what 
Philip or what Thomas or James, or what John or Matthew, or 
what any other of the disciples of the Lord, and what Aristion 
and the Presbyter John, the disciples of the Lord, say, ” 3 etc.

As a fact, it is undenied and undeniable that the representation 
of John, or of any other disciple, as specially beloved by Jesus 
is limited solely and entirely to the fourth Gospel, and that there 
is not even a trace of independent tradition to support the claim; 
whilst, on the other hand, the total silence of the earlier Gospels 
and of the other New Testament writings on the point, and indeed 
their data of a positive and unmistakable character oppose rather 
than support the correctness of the later and mere personal asser
tion. Those who abandon sober criticism, and indulge in senti
mental rhapsodies on the impossibility of the author of the fourth 
Gospel being any other than “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” 
strangely ignore the fact that we have no reason whatever, except 
the assurance of the author himself, to believe that Jesus specially 
loved any disciple, and much less John, the son of Zebedee. 
Indeed, the statements of the fourth Gospel itself on the subject 
are so indirect and intentionally vague that it is not absolutely

* A d  Corinth. , v.
2 Indeed, in ihe universally-repudiated Epistles, beyond the fact that two are 

addressed to John, in which he is not called “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” 
the only mention of him is the statement, “ John was banished to Patmos” 
{Ad T a r s iii.).

3 Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 39.
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clear what disciple is indicated as “ the beloved,” and it has even 
been maintained that not John the son of Zebedee, but Andrew 
the brother of Simon Peter, was “ the disciple whom Jesus loved," 
and consequently the supposed author of the fourth Gospel.1

We have hitherto refrained from referring to one of the most 
singular features of the fourth Gospel, the chapter xxi., which is 
by many cited as the most ancient testimony for the authenticity 
of the work, and which requires particular consideration. It is 
obvious that the Gospel is brought to a conclusion by verses 
30, 31 of chapter xx., and critics are universally agreed at least that, 
whoever may be its author, chapter xxi. is a supplement only 
added after an interval. By whom was it written ? As may be 
supposed, critics have given very different replies to this important 
question. Many affirm, and with much probability, that chapter 
xxi. was subsequently added to the Gos[>el by the author himself. 
A few, however, exclude the last two verses, which they consider 
to have been added by another hand. A much larger number 
assert that the whole chapter is an ancient appendix to the Gospel 
by a writer who was not the author of the Gospel. A few likewise 
reject the last two verses of the preceding chapter. In this 
supplement (v. 20) “ the disciple whom Jesus loved, who also 
leaned on his breast at the supper and said : Lord, which is he 
that betrayeth thee ?” is (v. 24) identified with the author of the 
Gospel.

We may here state the theory of Ewald with regard to the com
position of the fourth Gospel, which is largely deduced from 
considerations connected with the last chapter, and which, 
although more audaciously minute in its positive and arbitrary 
statement of details than any other with which we are acquainted, 
introduces more or less the explanations generally given regarding 
the composition of chapter xxi. Out of all the indications in the 
work, Ewald decides :—

“ 1. That the Gospel, completed at the end of chapter xx., 
was composed by the apostle about the year 80, with the free help 
of friends, not to be immediately circulated throughout the world, 
but to remain limited to the narrower circle of friends until his 
death, and only then to be published as his legacy to the whole of 
Christendom. In this position it remained ten years, or even 
longer.

“ 2. As the preconceived opinion regarding the life or death of 
the Apostle (xxi. 23) had perniciously spread itself throughout the 
whole of Christendom, the Apostle himself decided, even before 
his death, to counteract it in the right way by giving a correct 
statement of the circumstances. The same friends, therefore,

1 LUtzelberger, Die kirchl. Tradition iiber d. A  post. Joh., p. 199 f.
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assisted him to design the very important supplement, chapter 
xxi., and this could still be very easily added, as the book was not 
yet published. His friends proceeded, nevertheless, somewhat 
more freely in its composition than previously in writing the book 
itself, and allowed their own hand more clearly to gleam through, 
although here, as in the rest of the work, they conformed to the 
will of the Apostle, and did not, even in the supplement, openly 
declare his name as the author. As the supplement, however, was 
to form a closely connected part of the whole work, they gave at 
its end (verses 24 f.), as it now seemed to them suitable, a new 
conclusion to the augmented work.

“ 3. As the Apostle himself desired that the preconceived opinion 
regarding him, which had been spread abroad- to the prejudice of 
Christendom, should be contradicted as soon as possible, and even 
before his death, he now so far departed from his earlier wish that 
he permitted the circulation of his Gospel before his death. We 
can accept this with all certainty, and have therein trustworthy 
testimony regarding the whole original history of our book.

“4. When the Gospel was thus published it was for the first time 
gradually named after our Apostle, even in its external superscrip
tion : a nomination which had then become all the more necessary 
and permanent for the purpose of distinction, as it was united in 
one whole with the other Gospels. The world, however, has at all 
times known it only under this wholly right title, and could in no 
way otherwise know it and otherwise name it.”1

In addressing ourselves to each of these points in detail, we 
shall be able to discuss the principal questions connected with 
the fourth Gospel.

The theory of Ewald, that the fourth Gospel was written down 
with the assistance of friends in Ephesus, has been imagined solely 
to conciliate certain phenomena presented throughout the Gospel, 
and notably in the last chapter, with the foregone conclusion that 
it was written by the Apostle John. It is apparent that there is 
not a single word in the work itself explaining such a mode of 
composition, and that the hypothesis proceeds purely from the 
ingenious imagination of the critic. The character of the 
language, the manner in which the writer is indirectly indicated in 
the third person, and the reference, even in the body of the work 
(xix. 35), to the testimony of a third person, combined with the 
similarity of the style of the supplementary chapter, which is an 
obvious addition intended, however, to be understood as written 
by a different hand, have rendered these conjectures necessary to 
reconcile such obvious incongruities with the ascription of the 
work to the Apostle. The substantial identity of the style and

1 Die /oh . Schr., i., p. 56 f. j cf. Jahrb. bibl. IViss. , iii., p. 171 f.
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vocabulary of chapter xxi. with the rest of the Gospel is asserted 
by a multitude of the most competent critics. Ewald, whilst he 
recognises the great similarity, maintains at the same time a real 
dissimilarity, for which he accounts in the manner just quoted. 
The language, Ewald admits, agrees fully in many rare nuarues 
with that of the rest of the Gospel, but he does not take the 
trouble to prove the decided dissimilarities which, he asserts, like
wise exist. A less difference than that which he finds might, he 
thinks, be explained by the interval which had elapsed between 
the writing of the work and of the supplement, but “ the wonderful 
similarity, in the midst of even greater dissimilarity, of the whole 
tone and particularly of the style of the composition is not thereby 
accounted for. This, therefore, leads us,” he continues, “ to the 
opinion : The Apostle made use, for writing down his words, of 
the hand and even of the skill of a trusted friend who later, on his 
own authority ( f u r  sick allein), wrote the supplement. The great 
similarity, as well as dissimilarity, of the style of both parts in this 
way becomes intelligible : the trusted friend (probably a Presbyter 
in Ephesus) adopted much of the language and mode of expression 
of the youthful old Apostle, without, however, where he wrote 
more in his own person, being carefully solicitous of imitating 
them. But even through this contrast, and the definite declara
tion in v. 24, the Apostolical origin of the book itself becomes all 
the more clearly apparent; and thus the supplement proves from 
the most diverse sides how certainly this Gospel was written by 
the trusted disciple.”1 Elsewhere Ewald more clearly explains 
the share in the work which he assigns to the Apostle’s disciple : 
“ The proposition that the Apostle composed in a unique way our 
likewise unique Gospel is to be understood only with the impor
tant limitation upon which I have always laid so much stress; for 
John himself did not compose this work quite so directly as Paul 
did most of his Epistles, but the young friend who wrote it down 
from his lips, and who, in the later appendix, chapter xxi., comes 
forward in the most open way, without desiring in the slightest to 
conceal his separate identity, does his work at other times some
what freely, in that he never introduces the narrator speaking of 
himself and his participation in the events with ‘ I ’ or ‘ we,’ but 
only indirectly indicates his presence at such events, and, towards 
the end, in preference refers to him, from his altogether peculiar 
relation to Christ, as ‘ the disciple whom the Lord loved,’ so that, 
in one passage, in regard to an important historical testimony 
(xix. 35), he even speaks of him as of a third person.” Ewald 
then maintains that the agreement between the Gospel and the 
Epistles, and more especially the first, which he affirms, without

' Jahrb. M l. Wiss., iii., 1850-51, p. 173.
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vouchsafing a word of evidence, to have been written down by a 
different hand, proves that we have substantially only the Apostle’s 
very peculiar composition, and that his friend as much as possible 
gave his own words.1

It is obvious from this elaborate explanation, which we need 
scarcely say is composed of mere assumptions, that, in order to 
connect the Apostle John with the Gospel, Ewald is obliged to 
assign him a very peculiar position in regard to i t : he recognises 
that some of the characteristics of the work exclude the supposition 
that the Apostle could himself have written the Gospel, so he 
represents him as dictating it, and his secretary as taking con
siderable liberties with the composition as he writes it down, and 
even as introducing references of his own ; as, for instance, in the 
passage to which he refers, where, in regard to the statement that 
at the Crucifixion a soldier pierced the side of the already dead 
Jesus and that forthwith there came out blood and water (xix. 35), 
it is sa id: “ And he that saw it liath borne witness, and his 
witness is true ; and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye may 
believe.”a It is perfectly clear that the writer refers to the testi
mony of another person—the friend who is writing down the 
narrative, says Ewald, refers to the Apostle who is actually dic
tating it. Again, in the last chapter, as elsewhere throughout the 
work, “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” who is the author, is 
spoken of in the third person, and also in verse 24: “ This is 
the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these 
things ” (icaI ypaisas rarra). This, according to Ewald, is the 
same secretary, now writing in his own person. The similarity 
between this declaration and the appeal to the testimony of another 
person, in xix. 35, is certainly complete, and there can be no doubt 
that both proceed from the same pen; but beyond the assertion 
of Ewald there is not the slightest evidence that a secretary wrote 
the Gospel from the dictation of another, and ventured to inter
rupt the narrative by such a reference to testimony, which, upon 
the supposition that the Apostle John was known as the actual 
author, is singularly out of place. If John wrote the Gospel, why 
should he appeal in utterly vague terms to his own testimony, and 
upon such a point, when the mere fact that he himself wrote the 
statement was the most direct testimony in itself? An author 
who composed a work which he desired to ascribe to a “ disciple 
whom Jesus loved ” might have made such a reference as xix. 35, 
in his anxiety to support this affirmation, without supposing

1 Jakrb. bibl. IV iss., x., 1859-60, p. 87 f. *
a W e do not go into any discussion on the use of the word (nuvof. We 

believe that the reference is distinctly to another ; hut even if taken to be to 
himself in the third person, the passage is not less extraordinary, and the 
argument holds.
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that he had really compromised his design, and might have 
naturally added such a statement as that in the last two verses ; but 
nothing but the foregone conclusion that the Apostle John was 
the real author could have suggested such an explanation of these 
passages. It is throughout assumed by Ewald and others that 
John wrote in the first instance, at least, specially for a narrow 
circle of friends, and the proof of this is considered to be the state
ment of the object with which it was written: “ that ye may 
believe,”1 etc.—a phrase, we may remark, which is identical with 
that of the very verse (xix. 35) with which the secretary is supposed 
to have had so much to do. It is very remarkable, upon this 
hypothesis, that in xix. 35 it is considered necessary even for this 
narrow circle, who knew the Apostle so well, to make such an 
appeal, as well as to attach at its close (xxi. 24), for the benefit of 
the world in general as Ewald will have it, a certificate of the 
trustworthiness of the Gospel.

Upon no hypothesis which supposes the Apostle John the 
author of the fourth Gospel is such an explanation credible. That 
the Apostle himself could have written of himself the words in 
xix. 35 is impossible. After having stated so much that is
more surprising and contradictory to all experience without refer
ence to any witness, it would indeed have been strange had he 
here appealed to himself as to a separate individual; and, on the 
other hand, it is quite inadmissible to assume that a friend to 
whom he is dictating should interrupt the narrative to introduce a 
passage so inappropriate to the work, and so unnecessary for any 
circle acquainted with the Apostolic author. If, as Ewald argues, 
the peculiarities of his style of composition were so well known 
that it w’as unnecessary for the writer more clearly to designate 
himself either for the first readers or for the Christian world, the 
passages we are discussing are all the more inappropriate. That 
any guarantee of the tmth of the Gospel should have been 
thought desirable for readers who knew the work to be com
posed by the Apostle John, and who believed him to be “ the 
disciple whom Jesus loved,” is inconceivable, and that any anony
mous and quite indirect testimony to its genuineness should either 
have been considered necessary or of any value is still more 
incredible. It is impossible that nameless Presbyters of Ephesus 
could venture to accredit a Gospel written by the Apostle John ; 
and any intended attestation must have taken the simple and 
direct course of stating that the work had been composed by the 
Apostle. The peculiarities we are discussing seem to us explicable 
only upon the supposition that the unknown writer of the Gospel 
desired that it should be understood to be written by a certain

1 J o h n  x x . 31 .
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disciple whom Jesus loved, but did not choose distinctly to name 
him or directly to make such an affirmation.

It is, we assert, impossible that an Apostle who composed a 
history of the life and teaching of Jesus could have failed to attach 
his name, naturally and simply, as testimony of the trustworthiness 
of his statements, and of his fitness as an eye-witness to compose 
such a record. As the writer of the fourth Gospel does not state 
his name, Ewald ascribes the omission to the “ incomparable 
modesty and delicacy of feeling” of the Apostle John. We must 
further briefly examine the validity of this explanation. It is 
universally admitted, and by Ewald himself, that although the 
writer does not directly name himself, he very clearly indicates 
that he is “ the other disciple" and “ the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” W e must affirm that such a mode of indicating himself 
is incomparably less modest than the simple statement of his name, 
and it is indeed a glorification of himself beyond anything in the 
Apocalypse. But not only is the explanation thus discredited, but, 
in comparing the details of the Gospel with those of the Synoptics, 
we find still more certainly how little modesty had to do with the 
suppression of his name. In the Synoptics a very marked prece
dence of the rest of the disciples is ascribed to the Apostle Peter ; 
and the sons of Zebedee are represented in all of them as holding 
a subordinate place. This representation is confirmed by the 
Pauline Epistles and by tradition. In the fourth Gospel a very 
different account is given, and the author studiously elevates the 
Apostle John—that is to say, according to the theory that he is 
the writer of the Gospel, himself—in every way above the Apostle 
Peter. Apart from the general pre-eminence claimed for himself 
in the very' name of “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” we have 
seen that he deprives Peter in his own favour of the honour of 
being the first of the disciples who was called ; he suppresses 
the account of the circumstances under which that Apostle 
was named Peter, and gives another and trifling version of the 
incident, reporting elsewhere indeed in a very subdued and 
modified form, and without the commendation of the Master, the 
recognition of the divinity of Jesus, which, in the first Gospel, is 
the cause of his change of name.1 He is the intimate friend of 
the Master, and even Peter has to beg him to ask at the Supper 
who was the betrayer. He describes himself as the friend of the 
High Priest, and while Peter is excluded, he not only is able to enter 
into his palace, but he is the means of introducing Peter. The 
denial of Peter is given without mitigation, but his bitter repen
tance is not mentioned. He it is who is singled out by the dying 
Jesus and entrusted with the charge of his mother. He outruns

* Matt. xvi. 13-19; cf. Mark viii. 29, Luke ix. 20.
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Peter in their race to the Sepulchre, and in the final appearance of 
Jesus (xxi. 15) the more important position is assigned to the 
disciple whom Jesus loved. It is, therefore, absurd to speak of the 
incomparable modesty of the writer, who, if he does not give his 
name, not only clearly indicates himself, but throughout assumes 
a pre-eminence which is not supported by the authority of the 
Synoptics and other writings, but is heard of alone from his own 
narrative.

Ewald argues that chap. xxi. must have been written, and the 
Gospel as we have it, therefore, have been completed, before the 
death of the Apostle John. He considers the supplement to have 
been added specially to contradict the report regarding John 
(xxi. 23). “ The supplement must have been written whilst John
still lived,” he asserts, “ for only before his death was it worth 
while to contradict such a false hope: and if his death had 
actually taken place, the result itself would have already refuted so 
erroneous an interpretation of the words of Christ, and it would 
then have been much more appropriate to explain afresh the sense 
of the words, ‘ till I come.’ Moreover, there is no reference here 
to the death as having already occurred, although a small addition 
to that effect in verse 24 would have been so easy. But if we were 
to suppose that John had long been dead when this was written, 
the whole rectification as it is given would be utterly without sense.”1 
On the contrary, we affirm that the whole history of the first two 
centuries renders it certain that the Apostle was already dead, and 
that the explanation was not a rectification of false hopes during 
his lifetime, but an explanation of the failure of expectations which 
had already taken place, and probably excited some scandal. We 
know how the early Church looked for the immediate coming of 
the glorified Christ, and how such hopes sustained persecuted 
Christians in their sorrow and suffering. This is very clearly 
expressed in 1 Thess. iv. 15-18, where the expectation of the 
second coming within the lifetime of the writer and readers of the 
Epistle is confidently stated, and elsewhere, and even in 1 John ii. 
18, the belief that the “ last times ” had arrived is expressed. The 
history of the Apocalypse in relation to the Canon illustrates the 
case. So long as the belief in the early consummation of all 
things continued strong, the Apocalypse was the favourite writing 
of the early Church ; but when time went on, and the second 
coming of Christ did not take place, the opinion of Christendom 
regarding the work changed, and disappointment, as well as the 
desire to explain the non-fulfilment of prophecies upon which so  
much hope had been based, led many to reject the Apocalypse 
as an unintelligible and fallacious book. We venture to conjecture

•
' Jahrb. bib/. IViss., i i i . ,  1850-51, p. 173.
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that the tradition that John should not die until the second coming 
of Jesus may have originated with the Apocalypse, where that 
event is announced to John as immediately to take place, xxii. 
7, 10, 12, and the words with which the book ends are of this 
nature, and express the expectation of the writer, 20 : “ He which 
testifieth these things saith : Surely I come quickly. Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus.” It was not in the spirit of the age to hesitate about 
such anticipations, and so long as the Apostle lived such a 
tradition would scarcely have required or received contradiction 
from anyone, the belief being universal that the coming of Jesus 
might take place any day, and assuredly would not be long 
delayed. When the Apostle was dead, however, and the tradition 
that it had been foretold that he should live until the coming of 
the Lord exercised men’s minds, and doubt and disappointment at 
the non-fulfilnient of what may have been regarded as prophecy 
produced a prejudicial effect upon Christendom, it seemed to the 
writer of this Gospel a desirable thing to point out that too much 
stress had been laid upon the tradition, and that the words which 
had been relied upon in the first instance did not justify the 
expectations which had been formed from them. This also con
tradicts the hypothesis that the Apostle John was the author of the 
Gospel.

Such a passage as xix. 35, received in any natural sense, or 
interpreted in any way which can be supported by evidence, shows 
that the writer of the Gospel was not an eye-witness of the events 
recorded, but appeals to the testimony of others. It is generally 
admitted that the expressions in ch. i. 14 are of universal applica
tion, and capable of being adopted by all Christians, and, conse
quently, that they do not imply any direct claim on the part of the 
writer to personal knowledge of Jesus. We must now examine 
whether the Gospel itself bears special marks of having been 
written by an eye-witness, and how far in this respect it bears out 
the assertion that it was written by the Apostle John. It is con
stantly asserted that the minuteness of the details in the fourth 
Gospel indicates that it must have been written by one who was 
present at the scenes he records. With regard to this point we 
need only generally remark that in the works of imagination of 
which the world is full, and the singular realism of many of which 
is recognised by all, we have the most minute and natural details 
of scenes which never occurred, and of conversations which never 
took place, the actors in which never actually existed. Ewald 
admits that it is undeniable that the fourth Gospel was written 
with a fixed purpose, and with artistic design ; and, indeed, he 
goes further, and recognises that the Apostle could not possibly so 
long have recollected the discourses of Jesus and verbally repro
duced them, so that, in fact, we have only, at best, a substantial

2 N
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report of the matter of those discourses coloured by the mind of 
the author himself.1 Details of scenes at which we were not 
present may be admirably supplied by imagination, and, as we 
cannot compare what is here described as taking place with what 
actually took place, the argument that the author must have been 
an eye-witness because he gives such details is without validity. 
Moreover, the details of the fourth Gospel in many cases do not 
agree with those of the three Synoptics, and it is an undoubted 
fact that the author of the fourth Gospel gives the details of scenes 
at which the Apostle John was not present, and reports the dis
courses and conversations on such occasions with the very same 
minuteness as those at which he is said to have been present; as, 
for instance, the interview between Jesus and the woman of 
Samaria. It is undeniable that the writer had other Gospels 
before him when he composed his work, and that he made use of 
other materials than his own.

It is by no means difficult, however, to point out very clear 
indications that the author was not an eye-witness, but constructed 
his scenes and discourses artistically and for effect. We shall not, 
at present, dwell upon the almost uniform artifice adopted in 
most of the dialogues, in which the listeners either misunderstand 
altogether the words of Jesus, or interpret them in a foolish and 
material way, and thus afford him an opportunity of enlarging 
upon the theme. For instance, Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
misunderstands the expression of Jesus, that in order to see the 
kingdom of God a man must be bom from above, and asks: 
“ How can a man be bom when he is old ? can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb and be bom ?”* Now, as it is well 
known, and as we have already shown, the common expression 
used in regard to a proselyte to Judaism was that of being bom 
again, with which every Jew, and more especially every “ ruler of 
the Jews,” must have been well acquainted. The stupidity which 
he displays in his conversation with Jesus, and with which the 
author endowed all who came in contact with him, in order by 
the contrast to mark more strongly the superiority of the Master, 
even draws from Jesus the remark, “Art thou the teacher of Israel, 
and understandest not these things ?” 3 There can be no doubt 
that the scene was ideal, and it is scarcely possible that a Jew 
could have written it. In the Synoptics, Jesus is reported as 
quoting against the people of his own city, Nazareth, who rejected 
him, the proverb, “A prophet has no honour in his own country.”4 
The appropriateness of the remark here is obvious. The author 
of the fourth Gospel, however, shows clearly that he was neither

1 Jahrb. bit/. W iss., x., p. 91 f. * I t . ,  iii. 4. 3 It., iii. i a
4 Matt. xiti. 57 ; Mark vi. 4 ; Luke iv. 24.
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an eye-witness nor acquainted with the subject or country when 
he introduces this proverb in a different place. Jesus is repre
sented as staying two days at Sychar after his conversation with 
the Samaritan woman. “ Now after the two days he departed 
thence into Galilee. For (yap) Jesus himself testified that a 
prophet hath no honour in his own country. When, therefore 
(oiv), he came into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having 
seen all the things that he did in Jerusalem at the feast—for they 
also went unto the feast.”1 It is manifest that the quotation 
here is quite out of place, and none of the ingenious hut untenable 
explanations of apologists can make it appropriate. He is made 
to go into Galilee, which was his country, because a prophet has 
no honour in his country, and the Galilaeans are represented as 
receiving him, which is a contradiction of the proverb. The 
writer evidently misunderstood the facts of the case or deliberately 
desired to deny the connection of Jesus with Nazareth and Galilee, 
in accordance with his evident intention of associating the Ixigos 
only with the Holy City. We must not pause to show that the 
author is generally unjust to the Galilaeans, and displays an 
ignorance regarding them very unlike what we should expect from 
the fisherman of Galilee.2 We have already alluded to the 
artificial character of the conversation with the woman of Samaria, 
which, although given with so much detail, occurred at a place 
totally unknown (perhaps allegorically called the “ City of Lies ”), 
at which the Apostle John was not present, and the substance of 
which was typical of Samaria and its five nations and false 
gods. The continuation in the Gospel is as unreal as the 
conversation.

Another instance displaying personal ignorance is the insertion 
into a discourse at the Last Supper, and without any appropriate 
connection with the context, the passage : “ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you : he that receiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth me, 
and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.”3 In 
the Synoptics this sentence is naturally represented as part of the 
address to the disciples who are to be sent forth to preach the 
Gospel ;* but it is clear that its insertion here is a mistake.5 
Again, a very obvious slip, which betrays that what was intended 
for realistic detail is nothing but a reminiscence of some earlier

1 John iv. 43-45.
2 W e  may merely refer to the remark of the Pharisees : Search the Scriptures 

and see, “ for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet” (vii. 52). The Pharisees 
could n o t have been ignorant of the fact that the prophets Jonah and Nahum 
were Galilaeans, and the son of Zebedee could not have committed such an error 
(cf. Bretschneider, Probabilia, p. 99 f.).

5 J o h n  xiii. 20. 4 Matt. x. 40 ; cf. xviil. 5 ; Luke x. 16, cf. ix. 48.
5 T h is  is recognised by de W ette {Einl. N . T ., p. 211 c).
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Gospel misapplied, occurs in a later part of the discourses very 
inappropriately introduced as being delivered on the same occasion. 
At the end of xiv. 31 Jesus is represented, after saying that he 
would no more talk much with the disciples, as suddenly breaking 
off with the words: “ Arise, let us go hence ” (’Eytlperde. 
ayuifMv ivTtudfv). They do not, however, arise and go thence, 
'but, on the contrary, Jesus at once commences another long 
discourse : “ I am the true vine,” etc. The expression is merely 
introduced artistically to close one discourse, and enable the 
writer to begin another ; and the idea is taken from some earlier 
work. For instance, in our first Synoptic, at the close of the 
Agony in the Garden, which the fourth Gospel ignores altogether, 
Jesus says to the awakened disciples : “ Rise, let us go” (’Eytipea-dt 
ayiofuv).' We need not go on with these illustrations, but the 
fact that the author is not an eye-witness recording scenes which 
he beheld and discourses which he heard, but a writer composing 
an ideal Gospel on a fixed plan, will become more palpable as we 
proceed.

It is not necessary to enter upon any argument to prove the 
fundamental difference which exists in every respect between the 
Synoptics and the fourth Gospel. This is admitted even by 
Apologists, whose efforts to reconcile the discordant elements are 
totally unsuccessful. “ It is impossible to pass from the synoptic 
Gospels to that of St. John,” says Dr. Westcott, “ without feeling 
that the transition involves the passage from one world of thought 
to another. No familiarity with the general teaching of the 
Gospels, no wide conception of the character of the Saviour, is 
sufficient to destroy the contrast which exists in form and spirit 
between the earlier and later narratives.”2 The difference 
between the fourth Gospel and the Synoptics, not only as regards 
the teaching of Jesus but also the facts of the narrative, is so 
great that it is impossible to harmonise them, and no one who 
seriously considers the matter can fail to see that both cannot 
be accepted as correct. If we believe that the Synoptics give a 
truthful representation of the life and teaching of Jesus, it follows 
of necessity that, in whatever category we may decide to place 
the fourth Gospel, it must be rejected as a historical work. The 
theories which are most in favour as regards it may place the 
Gospel in a high position as an ideal composition, but sober 
criticism must infallibly pronounce that they exclude it altogether 
from the province of history. There is no option but to accept it 
as the only genuine report of the sayings and doings of Jesus,

1 Matt. xxvi. 46 ; Mark xiv. 42. De W ette likewise admits this mistaken 
reminiscence (Eint. N. T., p. 211 c).

2 Introd. to Study of the Gospels, p. 249.
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rejecting the Synoptics, or to remove it at once to another depart
ment of literature. The Synoptics certainly contradict each other 
in many minor details, but they are not in fundamental disagree
ment with each other, and evidently present the same portrait of 
Jesus and the same view of his teaching derived from the same 
sources.

The vast difference which exists between the representation of 
Jesus in the fourth Gospel and in the Synoptics is too well recognised 
to require minute demonstration. We must, however, point out 
some of the distinctive features. We need not do more here than 
refer to the fact that, whilst the Synoptics relate the circumstances 
of the birth of Jesus (two of them at least), and give some history 
of his family and origin, the fourth Gospel, ignoring all this, 
introduces the great Teacher at once as the Logos who from the 
beginning was with God and was himself God. The keynote is 
struck from the first, and in the philosophical prelude to the 
Gospel we have the announcement to those who have ears to 
hear, that here we need expect no simple history, but an artistic 
demonstration of the philosophical postulate. According to the 
Synoptics, Jesus is baptised by John, and as he goes out of the 
water the Holy Ghost descends upon him like a dove. The 
fourth Gospel says nothing of the baptism, and makes John the 
Baptist narrate vaguely that he saw the Holy Ghost descend like 
a dove and rest upon Jesus, as a sign previously indicated to him 
by God by which to recognise the Lamb of God.1 From the 
very first, John the Baptist, in the fourth Gospel, recognises and 
declares Jesus to be “ the Christ,”’ “ the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world.”3 According to the Synoptics, 
John comes preaching the baptism of repentance, and so far is 
he from making such declarations, or forming such distinct 
opinions concerning Jesus, that even after he has been cast into 
prison and just before his death—when, in fact, his preaching was 
at an end—he is represented as sending disciples to Jesus, on 
hearing in prison'of his works, to ask him: “Art thou he that 
should come, or look we for another ?”« Jesus carries on his 
ministry and baptises simultaneously with John, according to the 
fourth Gospel; but his public career, according to the Synoptics, 
does not begin until after the Baptist’s has concluded, and John 
is cast into prison.5 The Synoptics clearly represent the ministry 
of Jesus as having been limited to a single year,6 and his preaching

1 John i. 32-33. ’ lb., i. 15-27. 3 lb ., i. 29.
4 Matt. xi. 2 f.; cf. Luke vii. 18 f.
5 John iii. 22 ; Matt. iv. 12, 17 ; Mark i. 14; Luke iii. 20, 23 ; iv. 1 f.
4 Apologists discover indications of a three years’ ministry in Matt. xiii. 37, 

Luke xiii. 34 : “  How often,” etc.; and also in Luke xiii. 32 f., “ to-day, to
morrow, and the third day.”
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is confined to Galilee and Jerusalem, where his career culminates 
at the fatal Passover. The fourth Gospel distributes the teaching 
of Jesus between Galilee, Samaria, and Jerusalem, makes it extend 
at least over three years, and refers to three Passovers spent by 
Jesus at Jerusalem.1 The Fathers felt this difficulty and expended 
a good deal of apologetic ingenuity upon i t ; but no one is now 
content with the explanation of Eusebius, that the Synoptics 
merely intended to write the history of Jesus during the one year 
after the imprisonment of the Baptist, whilst the fourth Evangelist 
recounted the events of the time not recorded by the others—a 
theory which is totally contradicted by the four Gospels them
selves.3

The fourth Gospel represents the expulsion of the money
changers by Jesus as taking place at the very outset of his career,3 
when he could not have been known, and when such a proceeding 
is incredible; whilst the Synoptics place it at the very close of his 
ministry, after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when, if ever, 
such an act which might have contributed to the final catastrophe 
becomes conceivable/ The variation from the parallels in the 
Synoptics, moreover, is exceedingly instructive, and further indi
cates the amplification of a later writer imperfectly acquainted 
with the circumstances. The first and second Synoptics, in 
addition to the general expression, “ those buying and selling in 
the Temple,” mention only that Jesus overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers and the seats of those selling doves. The third 
Synoptist does not even give these particulars. The author of 
the fourth Gospel, however, not only makes Jesus expel the sellers 
of doves and the money-changers, but adds : “ those selling oxen 
and sheep.” Now, not only is there not the slightest evidence 
that sheep and oxen were bought and sold in the Temple, but it 
is obvious that there was no room there to do so. On the con
trary, it is known that the market for cattle was not only distant 
from the Temple, but even from the city. The author himself 
betrays the foreign element in his account by making Jesus address 
his words, when driving them all out, only “ to them selling doves.” 
Why single these out and seem to exclude the sellers of sheep and 
oxen ? He has apparently forgotten his own interpolation. In 
the first Gospel the connection of the words of Jesus with the
narrative suggests an explanation: xxi. 12 “....... and overthrew the
tables of the money-changers, and the seats of those selling doves, 
and saith to them,” etc. Upon the occasion of this episode the

1 John ii. 13 ; vi. 40 f.; vii. 2 ; xiii. I.
3 Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 24. We have already referred to the theory of 

Irenteus, which is at variance with all the Gospels, and extends the career of 
Jesus to many years of public life.

3 John ii. 14 f. < Matt. xxi. 12 f. ; Mark xi. 15 f. ; Luke xix. 45 f.
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fourth Gospel represents Jesus as replying to the demand of the 
Jews for a sign why he did such things : “ Destroy this temple, 
and within three days I will raise it up,” which the Jews very 
naturally understand in a material sense, and which even the 
disciples only comprehended and believed “ after the resurrec
tion.” The Synoptists not only know nothing of this, but repre
sent the saying as the testimony which the false witnesses bare 
against Jesus.' No such charge is brought against Jesus at all in 
the fourth Gospel. So little do the Synoptists know of the con
versation of Jesus with the Samaritan woman and his sojourn for 
two days at Sychar that, in his instructions to his disciples in the 
first Gospel, Jesus positively forbids them either to go to the 
Gentiles or to enter into any city of the Samaritans.2

The fourth Gospel has very few miracles in common with the 
Synoptics, and those few present notable variations. After the 
feeding of the five thousand, Jesus, according to the Synoptics, 
constrains his disciples to enter a ship and to go to the other side 
of the Lake of Gennesaret, whilst he himself goes up a mountain 
apart to pray. A storm arises, and Jesus appears walking to them 
over the sea, whereat the disciples are troubled ; but Peter says to 
him: “ Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee over the water 
and on his going out of the ship over the water, and beginning to 
sink, he cries, “ Lord, save me Jesus stretched out his hand and 
caught him ; and when they had come into the ship the wind 
ceased, and they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, 
saying, “ Of a truth thou art the Son of God.”3 The fourth 
Gospel, instead of representing Jesus as retiring to the mountain 
to pray, which would have been opposed to the author’s idea of 
the Logos, makes the motive for going thither the knowledge of 
Jesus that the people “ would come and take him by force that 
they might make him a king.”1* The writer altogether ignores the 
episode of Peter walking on the sea, and adds a new miracle by 
stating that, as soon as Jesus was received on board, “ the ship was 
at the land whither they were going.”5 The Synoptics go on to 
describe the devout excitement and faith of all the country round; 
but the fourth Gospel, limiting the effect on the multitude in the 
first instance to curiosity as to how Jesus had crossed the lake, 
represents Jesus as upbraiding them for following him, not because 
they saw miracles, but because they had eaten of the loaves and 
been filled,6 and makes him deliver one of those long dogmatic 
discourses, interrupted by, and based upon, the remarks of the 
crowd, which so peculiarly distinguish the fourth Gospel.

1 John ii. 18 f. ; Matt. xxvi. 60 f. ; cf. xxvii. 39 f. ; Mark xiv. 57 f. ; 
xv. 29.

2 Matt. x. s- 3 Matt. xiv. 22, 23 ; cf. Mark vi. 46 f.
4 John vi. 15. 5 lb .,  vi. 17-21. 4 lb .,  vi. 26.
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Without dwelling upon such details of miracles, however, we 

proceed with our slight comparison. Whilst the fourth Gospel 
from the very commencement asserts the foreknowledge of Jesus 
as to who should betray him, and makes him inform the Twelve 
that one of them is a devil, alluding to Judas Iscariot,1 the Synop- 
tists represent Jesus as having so little foreknowledge that Judas 
should betray him that, shortly before the end, and indeed, 
according to the third Gospel, only at the last supper, Jesus 
promises that the disciples shall sit upon twelve thrones judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel,3 and it is only at the last supper, after 
Judas has actually arranged with the chief priests, and apparently 
from knowledge of the fact, that Jesus, for the first time, speaks of 
his betrayal by him. 3 On his way to Jerusalem, two days before 
the Passover/ Jesus comes to Bethany, where, according to the 
Synoptics, being in the house of Simon the leper, a woman with 
an alabaster box of very precious ointment came and poured the 
ointment upon his head, much to the indignation of the disciples, 
who say : “ To what purpose is this waste ? For this might have 
been sold for much, and given to the poor.”s In the fourth 
Gospel the episode takes place six days before the Passover,6 in 
the house of I âzarus, and it is his sister Mary who takes a pound 
of very costly ointment, but she anoints the feet of Jesus and 
wipes them with her hair. It is Judas Iscariot, and not the 
disciples, who says : “ Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence and given to the poor ?” And Jesus makes a 
similar reply to that in the Synoptics, showing the identity of the 
occurrence described so differently.i

The Synoptics represent most clearly that Jesus on the evening 
of the 14th Nisan, after the custom of the Jews, ate the Passover 
with his disciples,8 and that he was arrested in the first hours of 
the 15th Nisan, the day on which he was put to death. Nothing 
can be more distinct than the statement that the last supper was 
the Paschal feast. “ They made ready the Passover (ryTorpurav 
rb irdo-xa), and, when the hour was come, he sat down and 
the Apostles with him, and he said to them: With desire I 
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer ” (’Ejri0 i'/i«? 
tireOvfiipra to v tu  rb irdur^a <fxi y d v  fK0’ V[JMV lrpb T o r fit

‘ John vi. 64, 70, 71 ; cf. ii. 25.
3 Matt. xix. 28 ; cf. xvii. 22 f. ; cf. Mark ix. 30 f., x. 32 f. ; Luke xxii. 30; 

cf. ix. 22 f., 44 f. ; xviii. 31 f.
3 Matt. xxvi. 21 f., cf. 14 f. ; Mark xiv. 18 f., cf. 10 f. ; Luke xxii. 21 {.,

cf. 3 f-
4 Mark xiv. 1. s Matt. xxvi. 6-13; Mark xiv. 3-9.
6 John xii. 1. 1 lb ., xii. 1 f. ; cf. xi. 2.
8 Matt. xxvi. 17 f., 19, 36 f., 47 f. ; Mark xiv. 12 f., 16 f. ; Luke xxii. 7 f., 

13 f-
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radav).' The fourth Gospel, however, in accordance with the 
principle which is dominant throughout, represents the last repast 
which Jesus eats with his disciples as a common supper (Stiirvov), 
which takes place not on the 14th, but on the 13th Nisan, the 
day “ before the feast of the Passover ” (7rpb rr js  ioprn\s tov 
T™rX.a)* and his death takes place on the 14th, the day on which 
the Paschal lamb was slain. Jesus is delivered by Pilate to the 
Jews to be crucified about the sixth hour of “ the preparation of 
the Passover ” ( f jv jrapaa-Kwt) tov 7racr^a),3 and because it was 
“ the preparation,” the legs of the two men crucified with Jesus 
were broken that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the 
great day of the feast.* The fourth Gospel totally ignores the 
institution of the Christian festival at the last supper, but, instead, 
represents Jesus as washing the feet of the disciples, enjoining 
them also to wash each other’s feet: “ For I gave you an example 
that ye should do according as I did to you.”5 The Synoptics 
have no knowledge of this incident. immediately after the 
warning to Peter of his future denial, Jesus goes out with the 
disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane, and, taking Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee apart, began to be sorrowful and very 
depressed, and, as he prayed in his agony that if possible the cup 
might p>ass from him, an angel comforts him. Instead of this, 
the fourth Gospel represents Jesus as delivering, after the warning 
to Peter, the longest discourses in the Gospel: “ Let not your 
heart be troubled,” etc .; “ I am the true vine,”6 etc.; and 
although said to be written by one of the sons of Zebedee who 
were with Jesus on the occasion, the fourth Gospel does not 
mention the agony in the garden, but, on the contrary, makes 
Jesus utter the long prayer xvii. 1-26, in a calm and even 
exulting spirit very far removed from the sorrow and depression 
of the more natural scene in Gethsemane. The prayer, like the 
rest of the prayers in the Gospel, is a mere didactic and dogmatic 
address for the benefit of the hearers.

The arrest of Jesus presents a similar contrast. In the Synop
tics, Judas comes with a multitude from the chief priests and 
elders of the people armed with swords and staves, and, indicating 
his Master by a kiss, Jesus is simply arrested, and, after the slight 
resistance of one of the disciples, is led away.? In the fourth 
Gospel the case is very different. Judas comes with a band of 
men from the chief priests and Pharisees, with lanterns and torches 
and weapons, and Jesus—“ knowing all things which were coming

1 Luke xxii. 13, 15; cf. Matt. xxvi. 19 f. ; Mark xiv. 16 f.
s John xiii. 1. 3 lb ., xix. 14.
4 lb .,  xix. 31 f. s lb .,  xiii. 12, 15.
6 lb ., xiv. 1-31 ; xv. 1-27 ; xvi. 1-33 ; xvii. 1-26.
7 Matt. xxvi. 47 f.; Mark xiv. 43 f.; Luke xxii. 47 f.
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to pass ”—himself goes towards them and asks : “ Whom seek 
ye?” Judas plays no active part, and no kiss is given. The 
fourth Evangelist is, as ever, bent on showing that all which 
happens to the Logos is predetermined by himself and voluntarily- 
encountered. As soon as Jesus replies, “ I am he,” the whole 
band of soldiers go backwards and fall to the ground—an incident 
thoroughly in the spirit of the early apocryphal Gospels still 
extant, and of an evidently legendary character. He is then led 
away first to Annas, who sends him to Caiaphas, whilst the 
Synoptics naturally know nothing of Annas, who was not the high 
priest and had no authority. We need not follow the trial, which 
is fundamentally different in the Synoptics and fourth Gospel; 
and we have already pointed out that, in the Synoptics, Jesus is 
crucified on the 15 th Nisan, whereas in the fourth Gospel he is 
put to death—the spiritual Paschal lamb—on the 14th Nisan. 
According to the fourth Gospel, Jesus bears his own cross to 
Calvary,' but the Synoptics represent it as being borne by Simon 
of Cyrene.2 As a very singular illustration of the inaccuracy of all 
the Gospels, we may point to the circumstance that no two of 
them agree even about so simple a matter of fact as the inscription 
on the cross, assuming that there was one at all. They give it 
respectively as follows : “ This is Jesus the King of the Jews ” ; 
“ The King of the Jews” ; “ This (is) the King of the Jew s” ; 
and the fourth Gospel: “ Jesus the Nazarene the King of the 
Jews.”3 The occurrences during the Crucifixion are profoundly 
different in the fourth Gospel from those narrated in the Synoptics. 
In the latter, only the women are represented as beholding afar 
off,'* but “ the beloved disciple ” is added in the fourth Gospel, 
and, instead of being far off, they are close to the cross ; and for 
the last cries of Jesus reported in the Synoptics we have the 
episode in which Jesus confides his mother to the disciple’s care. 
We need not at present compare the other details of the Crucifixion 
and Resurrection, which are differently reported by each o f the 
Gospels.

We have only indicated a few of the more salient differences 
between the fourth Gospel and the Synoptics, which are rendered 
much more striking, in the Gospels themselves, by the profound 
dissimilarity of the sentiments uttered by Jesus. We merely point 
out, in passing, the omission of important episodes from the fourth 
Gospel, such as the Temptation in the wilderness; the Trans-

’ John xix. 17. 2 Matt, xxvii. 32; Mark xv. 21 ; Luke xxii. 26.
3 OSrir ionv  ’Ir̂ roOr 6 fiturtXeiis T&r 'lovSaiurr. Matt xxvii. 37 ; 'O CkuriXfil 

t Ov ToitSalur. Mark xv. 26 ; ' 0  tfcuriXeus rSir ’lovicdur o&rot. Luke xxiii. 38;
TijctoCi 0 Nafuptuos 0 ficujiXfiis twv ‘JouSalwv. John xix. 19.

4 Matt, xxvii. 55 f.; Mark xv. 40 f.; Luke xxiii. 49. In this last place all 
his acquaintance are added.
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figuration, at which, according to the Synoptics, the sons of 
Zebedee were present; the last Supper ; the agony in the garden ; 
the mournful cries on the cross ; and, we may add, the Ascension ; 
and if we turn to the miracles of Jesus, we find that almost all of 
those narrated by the Synoptics are ignored, whilst an almost 
entirely new series is introduced. There is not a single instance 
of the cure of demoniacal possession in any form recorded in the 
fourth Gospel. Indeed, the number of miracles is reduced in that 
Gospel to a few typical cases; and although at the close it is 
generally said that Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, these alone are written with the declared purpose: 
“ that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God.”1

We may briefly refer in detail to one miracle of the fourth 
Gospel— the raising of Lazarus. The extraordinary fact that the 
Synoptists are utterly ignorant of this the greatest of the miracles 
attributed to Jesus has been too frequently discussed to require 
much comment here. It will be remembered that, as the case of 
the daughter of Jairus is, by the express declaration of Jesus, one 
of mere suspension of consciousness,3 the only instance in which a 
dead person is distinctly said, in any of the Synoptics, to have 
been restored to life by Jesus is that of the son of the widow of 
Nain.3 It is, therefore, quite impossible to suppose that the 
Synoptists could have known of the raising of Lazarus and wilfully 
omitted it. It is equally impossible to believe that the authors 
of the synoptic Gospels, from whatever sources they may have 
drawn their materials, could have been ignorant of such a miracle 
had it really taken place. This astounding miracle, according to 
the fourth Gospel, created such general excitement that it was one 
of the leading events which led to the arrest and crucifixion of 
Jesus.4 If, therefore, the Synoptics had any connection with the 
writers to whom they are referred, the raising of Lazarus must have 
been personally known to their reputed authors either directly 
or through the Apostles who are supposed to have inspired them, 
or even if they have any claim to contemporary origin the tradition 
of the greatest miracle of Jesus must have been fresh throughout 
the Church, if such a wonder had ever been performed. The total 
ignorance of such a miracle displayed by the whole of the works 
of the New Testament, therefore, forms the strongest presumptive 
evidence that the narrative in the fourth Gospel is a mere 
imaginary scene, illustrative of the dogma, “ I am the resurrection 
and the life,” upon which it is based. This conclusion is con
firmed by the peculiarities of the narrative itself. When Jesus

1 John  xx. 30 f. 3 M att. ix. 24 ; M ark v. 39 ; L uke viii. 52.
3 L uke vii. 11 f. 4 Jo h n  xi. 45 S 3 ; xii. 9 17 f.
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first hears, from the message of the sisters, that Lazarus whom he 
loved was sick, he declares, xi. 4 : “ This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
glorified thereby and v. 6 : “ When, therefore (of>v), he heard 
that he was sick, at that time he continued two days in the place 
where he was.” After that interval he proposes to go into Judaea, 
and explains to the disciples, v. 11: “ Our friend Lazarus is fallen 
asleep; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.” The 
disciples reply, with the stupidity with which the fourth Evangelist 
endows all those who hold colloquy with Jesus, v. 12 : “ Lord, if 
he is fallen asleep, he will recover. Howbeit, Jesus spake of his 
death ; but they thought that he was speaking of the taking of rest 
in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly : Lazarus is dead, 
and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent 
that ye may believe.” The artificial nature of all this introductory 
matter will not have escaped the reader, and it is further illustrated 
by that which follows. Arrived at Bethany, they find that Lazarus 
has lain in the grave already four days. Martha says to Jesus 
(v. 21 f .) : “ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died. And I know that even now whatsoever thou shalt ask of 
God, God will give thee. Jesus saith unto her : Thy brother shall 
rise again.” Martha, of course, as usual, misunderstands this 
saying as applying to “ the resurrection at the last day,” in order to 
introduce the reply : “ I am the resurrection and the life,” etc. 
When they come to the house, and Jesus sees Mary and the Jews 
weeping, “ he groaned in spirit and troubled himself,” and on 
reaching the grave itself (v. 35 f.), “ Jesus wept: Then said the 
Jews : Behold how he loved him !” Now this representation, 
which has ever since been the admiration of Christendom, presents 
the very strongest marks of unreality. Jesus, who loves Lazarus 
so much, disregards the urgent message of the sisters, and, whilst 
openly declaring that his sickness is not unto death, intentionally 
lingers until his friend dies. When he does go to Bethany, and is 
on the very point of restoring Lazarus to life and dissipating the 
grief of his family and friends, he actually weeps and groans in 
his spirit, 'l'here is so total an absence of reason for such grief at 
such a moment that these tears, to any sober reader, are unmistak
ably mere theatrical adjuncts of a scene elaborated out of the 
imagination of the writer. The suggestion of the bystanders 
(v. 37)> that he might have prevented the death, is not more 
probable than the continuation (v. 38): “ Jesus, therefore, again 
groaning in himself, cometh to the grave.” There, having ordered 
the stone to be removed, he delivers a prayer avowedly intended 
merely for the bystanders (v. 41 f .) ; “ And Jesus lifted up his 
eyes and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me, and 
I knew that thou hearest me always: but for the sake o f  the
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multitude which stand around I said this, that they may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” This prayer is as evidently artificial as 
the rest of the details of the miracle; but, as in other elaborately 
arranged scenic representations, the charm is altogether dispelled 
when closer examination shows the character of the dramatic 
elements. A careful consideration of the narrative and of all the 
facts of the case must, we think, lead to the conclusion that this 
miracle is not even a historical tradition of the life of Jesus, but is 
wholly an ideal composition by the author of the fourth Gospel. 
This being the case, the other miracles of the Gospel need not 
detain us.

If the historical part of the fourth Gospel be in irreconcilable 
contradiction to the Synoptics, the didactic is infinitely more so. 
The teaching of the one is totally different from that of the 
others in spirit, form, and terminology; and, although there are 
undoubtedly fine sayings throughout the work, in the prolix dis
courses of the fourth Gospel there is not a single characteristic of 
the simple eloquence of the Sermon on the Mount. In the diffuse 
mysticism of the Ixjgos we can scarcely recognise a trace of 
the terse practical wisdom of Jesus of Nazareth. It must be 
apparent even to the most superficial observer that, in the fourth 
Gospel, we are introduced to a perfectly new system of instruction, 
and to an order of ideas of which there is not a vestige in the 
Synoptics. Instead of short and concise lessons, full of striking 
truth and point, we find nothing but long and involved dogmatic 
discourses of little practical utility. The limpid spontaneity of 
that earlier teaching, with its fresh illustrations and profound 
sentences, uttered without effort and untinged by art, is exchanged 
for diffuse addresses and artificial dialogues, in which labour and 
design are everywhere apparent. From pure and living morality, 
couched in brief, incisive sayings which enter the heart and dwell 
upon the ear, we turn to elaborate philosophical orations 
without clearness or order, and to doctrinal announcements 
unknown to the Synoptics. To the inquiry, “ What shall I do to 
inherit eternal life ?” Jesus replies, in the Synoptics, “ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as .thyself....... this do,
and thou shalt live.”1 In the fourth Gospel, to the question, 
“ What must we do that we may work the works of God ?” Jesus 
answers, “ This is the work of God, that ye should believe in him 
whom he sent.”2 The teaching of Jesus in the Synoptics is almost 
wholly moral, and in the fourth Gospel it is almost wholly dog
matic. If Christianity consist of the doctrines preached in the 
fourth Gospel, it is not too much to say that the Synoptics do not

1 Luke x. 25-28 ; cf. Marl* xix. 16 f. ; xxii. 36-40. 2 John  vi. 28, 29.
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teach Christianity at all. The extraordinary phenomenon is pre
sented of three Gospels, each professing to be complete in itself, 
and to convey the good tidings of salvation to man, which have 
actually omitted the doctrines which are the condition of that 
salvation. The fourth Gospel practically expounds a new religion. 
It is undeniable that morality and precepts of love and charity for 
the conduct of life are the staple of the teaching of Jesus in the 
Synoptics, and that dogma occupies so small a place that it is 
regarded as a subordinate and secondary consideration. In the 
fourth Gospel, however, dogma is the one thing needful, and forms 
the whole substance of the preaching of the Logos. The burden 
of his teaching is, “ He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life, 
but he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.”1 It is scarcely possible to put the con
trast between the Synoptics and the fourth Gospel in too strong a 
light. If we possessed the Synoptics without the fourth Gospel, 
we should have the exposition of pure morality based on perfect 
love to God and man. If we had the fourth Gospel without the 
Synoptics, we should have little more than a system of dogmatic 
theology without morality. Not only is the doctrine and the termi
nology of the Jesus of the fourth Gospel quite different from that 
of the Jesus of the Synoptics, but so is the teaching of John the 
Baptist. In the Synoptics he comes preaching the Baptism of 
repentance,2 and, like the Master, inculcating principles of 
morality ;3 but in the fourth Gospel he has adopted the peculiar 
views of the author, proclaims “ the lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world,”4 and bears witness that he is “ the 
Son of God.”5 We hear of the Paraclete for the first time in the 
fourth Gospel.

It is so impossible to ignore the distinct individuality of the 
Jesus of the fourth Gospel, and of his teaching, that even Apolo
gists are obliged to admit that the peculiarities of the author have 
coloured the portrait, and introduced an element of subjectivity 
into the discourses. It was impossible, they confess, that the 
Apostle could remember verbally such long orations for half a 
century, and at best that they can only be accepted as substan
tially correct reports of the teaching of Jesus. “ Above all,” says 
Ewald, “ the discourses of Christ and of others in this Gospel are 
clothed as by an entirely new colour: on this account also scepti
cism has desired to conclude that the Apostle cannot have com
posed the Gospel; and yet no conclusion is more unfounded. 
When the Apostle at so late a period determined to compose the 
work, it was certainly impossible for him to reproduce all the

1 John  iii. 36. 2 Matt. iii. 1 f. ; M ark i. 4 f. ; Luke iii. 2 f.
3 L uke iii. 8, 10 f. * John  i. 29, 36. • 5 /A , i. 34.
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words exactly as they were spoken, if he did not perhaps desire 
not merely to recall a few memorable sentences, but, in longer dis
cussions of more weighty subjects, to charm back all the animation 
with which they were once given. So he availed himself of that 
freedom in their revivification which is quite intelligible in itself, 
and sufficiently warranted by the precedent of so many great 
examples of antiquity; and where the discourses extend to greater 
length, there entered involuntarily into the structure much of that 
fundamental conception and language regarding the manifestation 
of Christ which had long become deeply rooted in the Apostle’s 
soul. But as certainly as these discourses bear upon them the 
colouring of the Apostle’s mind, so certainly do they agree in their 
substantial contents with his best recollections—because the 
Spruchsammlung proves that the discourses of Christ in certain 
moments really could rise to the full elevation, which in John 
surprises us throughout more than in Matthew. To deny the 
apostolical authorship of the Gospel for such reasons, therefore, 
were pure folly, and in the highest degree unjust. Moreover, the 
circumstance that, in the drawing up of such discourses, we some
times see him reproduce or further develop sayings which had 
already been recorded in the older Gospels, can prove nothing 
against the apostolical origin of the Gospel, as he was indeed at 
perfect liberty, if he pleased, to make use of the contents of such 
older writings when he considered it desirable, and when they 
came to the help of his own memory of those long passed 
days: for he certainly retained many or all of such expres
sions also in his own memory.”1 Elsewhere, he describes the 
work as “ glorified Gospel history,” composed out of “ glorified 
recollection.”2

Another strenuous defender of the authenticity of the fourth 
Gospel wrote of it as follows : “ Nevertheless, everything is recon
cilable,” says Gfrorer, “ if one accept the testimony of the elders 
as true. For as John must have written the Gospel as an old 
man, that is to say not before the year 90-95 of our era, there is 
an interval of more than half a century between the time when 
the events which he relates really happened and the time of the 
composition of his book—space enough certainly to make a few 
mistakes conceivable, even pre-supposing a good memory and 
unshaken love of truth. Let us imagine, for instance, that to-day 
(in 1841) an old man of eighty to ninety years of age should write 
down from mere memory the occurrences of the American War 
(of Independence), in which he himself in his early youth played

* Jahrb. bib!. Wiss., x., p. 90 f.
3 “ VerklarU evangtliscfu Geschichtc ”—‘ ‘ verklarte eritttierung” (Jahrb. 

bib/. Wiss., iii., pp. 163, 166).
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a part. Certainly in his narrative, even though it might otherwise 
be true, many traits would be found which would not agree with 
the original event. Moreover, another particular circumstance 
must be added in connection with the fourth Gospel. Two-thirds 
of it consist of discourses, which John places in the mouth of 
Jesus Christ. Now, every day’s experience proves that oral 
impressions are much more fleeting than those of sight. The 
happiest memory scarcely retains long orations after three or 
four years ; how, then, could John with verbal accuracy report 
the discourses of Jesus after fifty or sixty years! We must be 
content if he truly render the chief contents and spirit of them, 
and that he does this, as a rule, can be proved. It has been 
shown above that already, before Christ, a very peculiar philosophy 
of religion had been formed among the Egyptian Jews, which 
found its way into Palestine through the Essenes, and also 
numbered numerous adherents amongst the Jews of the adjacent 
countries of Syria and Asia Minor. The Apostle Paul professed 
th is: not less the Evangelist John. Undoubtedly, the latter 
allowed this Theosophy to exercise a strong influence upon his 
representation of the life-history of Jesus,”1 etc.

All such admissions, whilst they are absolutely requisite to 
explain the undeniable phenomena of the fourth Gospel, have 
one obvious consequence: The fourth Gospel, by whomsoever 
written—even if it could be traced to the Apostle John himself 
—-has no real historical value, being at best the “ glorified 
recollections ” of an old man, written down half a century after 
the events recorded. The absolute difference between the 
teaching of this Gospel and of the Synoptics becomes perfectly 
intelligible when the long discourses are recognised to be the 
result of Alexandrian philosophy artistically interwoven with 
developed Pauline Christianity, and put into the mouth of Jesus. 
It will have been remarked that along with the admission of great 
subjectivity in the report of the discourses, and the plea that 
nothing beyond the mere substance of the original teaching can 
reasonably be looked for, there is, in the extracts we have given, 
an assertion that there actually is a faithful reproduction in this 
Gospel of the original substance. There is not a shadow of proof 
of this, but, on the contrary, the strongest reason for denying the 
fact; for, unless it be admitted that the Synoptics have so 
completely omitted the whole doctrinal part of the teaching of 
Jesus, have so carefully avoided the very peculiar terminology of 
the Logos Gospel, and have conveyed so unhistorical and 
erroneous an impression of the life and religious system of Jesus 
that, without the fourth Gospel, we should not actually have had

1 Gfrorer, Allg. K. G., 1841, i., p. 172 f.
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an idea of his fundamental doctrines, we must inevitably recognise 
that the fourth Gospel cannot possibly be a true reproduction of 
his teaching. It is impossible that Jesus can have had two such 
diametrically opposed systems of teaching—one purely moral, the 
other wholly dogmatic ; 'one expressed in wonderfully terse, clear, 
brief sayings and parables; the other in long, involved, and diffuse 
discourses; one clothed in the great language of humanity, the 
other concealed in obscure philosophic terminology—and that 
these should have been kept so distinct as they are in the 
Synoptics on the one hand, and the fourth Gospel on the other. 
The tradition of Justin Martyr applies solely to the system of the 
Synoptics : “ Brief and concise were the sentences uttered by him, 
for he was no Sophist, but his word was the power of God.”1 

We have already pointed out the evident traces of artificial 
construction in the discourses and dialogues of the fourth Gospel, 
and the more closely these are examined the more clear does it 
become that they are not genuine reports of the teaching of Jesus, 
but mere ideal compositions by the author of the fourth Gospel. 
The speeches of John the Baptist, the discourses of Jesus, and 
the reflections of the Evangelist himself,2 are marked by the same 
peculiarity of style and proceed from the same mind. It is 
scarcely possible to determine where the one begins and the other 
ends.3 It is quite clear, for instance, that the author himself 
without a break continues the words which he puts into the mouth 
of Jesus, in the colloquy with Nicodemus, but it is not easy to 
determine where. The whole dialogue is artificial in the extreme, 
and is certainly not genuine; and this is apparent not only from 
the replies attributed to the “ teacher of Israel,” but to the 
irrelevant manner in which the reflections loosely ramble from the 
new birth to the dogmatic statements in the thirteenth and 
following verses, which are the never-failing resource of the 
Evangelist when other subjects are exhausted. The sentiments 
and almost the words attributed to Jesus, or added by the 
writer, to which we are now referring, iii. 12 f., we find again in 
the very same chapter, either put into the mouth of John the 
Baptist, or as reflections of the author, verses 31-36, for again 
we add that it is difficult anywhere to discriminate the speaker. 
Indeed, while the Synoptics are rich in the abundance of practical 
counsel and profound moral insight, as well as in variety of 
illustrative parables, it is remarkable how much sameness there is 
in all the discourses of the fourth Gospel, a very few ideas being 
constantly reproduced. Whilst the teaching of Jesus in the 
Synoptics is singularly universal and impersonal, in the fourth 
Gospel it is purely personal, and rarely passes beyond the declaration

1 Apcl., i. 14. 2 John  i. 1-18, etc. 3 Cf. i t . ,  i. 15 iii. 27 (., 10-21.
2 O
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of his own dignity, and the inculcation of belief in him as the 
only means of salvation. There are certainly some sayings of rare 
beauty which tradition or earlier records may have preserved, but 
these may easily be distinguished from the mass of the work. A 
very distinct trace of ideal composition is found in xvii. 3 : “ And 
this is eternal life, to know thee the only true God and him whom 
thou didst send, even Jesus Christ.” Even Apologists admit that 
it is impossible that Jesus could speak of himself as “Jesus Christ.” 
We need not, however, proceed further with such analysis. We 
believe that no one can calmly and impartially examine the fourth 
Gospel without being convinced of its artificial character. If some 
portions possess real charm, it is of a purely ideal kind, and their 
attraction consists chiefly in the presence of a certain vague but 
suggestive mysticism. The natural longing of humanity for any 
revelation regarding a future state has not been appealed to in 
vain. That the diffuse and often monotonous discourses of 
this Gospel should ever have been preferred to the grand 
simplicity of the teaching of the Synoptics, illustrated by such 
parables as the wise and foolish virgins, the sower, and the 
Prodigal Son, and culminating in the Sermon on the Mount, each 
sentence of which is so full of truth and beauty, is little to the 
credit of critical sense and judgment.

The elaborate explanations by which the phenomena of the 
fourth Gospel are reconciled with the assumption that it was com
posed by the Apostle John are in vain, and there is not a single 
item of evidence within the first century and a half which does 
not agree with internal testimony in opposing the supposition. To 
one point we must briefly refer in connection with this state
ment. It is asserted that the Gospel and Epistles—or at least 
the first Epistle—of the Canon ascribed to the Apostle John 
are by one author, although this is not without contradiction, and 
very many of those who agree as to the identity of authorship by 
no means admit the author to have been the Apostle John. It is 
argued, therefore, that the use of the Epistle by Polycarp and 
Papias is evidence of the apostolic origin of the Gospel. We have, 
however, seen that not only is it very uncertain that Polycarp 
made use of the Epistle at all, but that he does not in any case 
mention its author’s name. There is not a particle of evidence 
that he ascribed the Epistle, even supposing he knew it, to the 
Apostle John. With regard to Papias, the only authority for the 
assertion that he knew the Epistle is the statement of Eusebius 
already quoted and discussed, that “ He used testimonies 
out of John’s first Epistle.”1 There is no evidence, even 
supposing the statement of Eusebius to be correct, that he

■ H .  £ . ,  v. 8.
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ascribed it to the Apostle. The earliest undoubted references to 
the Epistle, in fact, are by Irenseus and Clement of Alexandria, so 
that this evidence is of little avail for the Gospel. There is no 
name attached to the first Epistle, and the second and third have 
the superscription of “ the Presbyter,” which, applying the argu
ment of Ewald regarding the author of the Apocalypse, ought to be 
conclusive against their being written by an Apostle. As all three are 
evidently by the same writer, and intended to be understood as by the 
author of theGospel.and that writer does not pretend to bean Apostle 
but calls himself a simple Presbyter, the Epistles likewise give pre
sumptive evidence against the Apostolic authorship of the Gospel.

There is another important testimony against the Johannine 
origin of the fourth Gospel to which we must briefly refer. We 
have pointed out that, according to the fourth Gospel, Jesus did 
not eat the Paschal Supper with his disciples, but that, being 
arrested on the 13th Nisan, he was put to death on the 14th, the 
actual day upon which the Paschal lamb was sacrificed. The 
Synoptics, on the contrary, represent that Jesus ate the Passover 
with his disciples on the evening of the 14th, and was crucified on 
the 15th Nisan. The difference of opinion indicated by these contra
dictory accounts actually prevailed in various Churches, and in the 
second half of the second century a violent discussion arose as to 
the day upon which “ The true Passover of the Lord ” should be 
celebrated, the Church in Asia Minor maintaining that it should 
be observed on the 14th Nisan—the day on which, according to 
the Synoptics, Jesus himself celebrated the Passover and instituted 
the Christian festival; whilst the Roman Church as well as most 
other Christians—following the fourth Gospel, which represents 
Jesus as not celebrating the last Passover, but being himself slain 
upon the 14th Nisan, the true Paschal lamb— had abandoned the 
day of the Jewish feast altogether, and celebrated the Christian 
festival on Easter Sunday, upon which the Resurrection was sup
posed to have taken place. Polycarp, who went to Rome to 
represent the Churches of Asia Minor in the discussions upon the 
subject, could not be induced to give up the celebration on the 
14th Nisan, the day which, according to tradition, had always been 
observed, and he appealed to the practice of the Apostle John 
himself in support of that date. Eusebius quotes from Irenaeus 
the statement of the case : “ For neither could Anicetus persuade 
Polycarp not to observe it (the 14th Nisan), because he had ever 
observed it with John the disciple of our Lord, and with the rest 
of the Apostles with whom he consorted.”1 Towards the end of

1 O 0 re  7dp i  'Arbcrfrot r i r  HoXtiraprop rturai iS traro  p ^  rripciv, i r e  /xerd  
’lu in o u  tou pafhjrou too K  upiov iipwr, KaX r w r  Xourwir drocriX uy  ots trvvSU- 
Tpaf/ry, 4 «i renjpjjitdro, k .t.K  Irenseus, A chi. Herr., iii. 3, § 4 ; Eusebius, 
H. £ . ,  v. 24.
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the century Polycrates, the Bishop of Ephesus, likewise appeals to 
the practice of “ John who reclined upon the bosom of the Lord," 
as well as of the Apostle Philip and his daughters, and of Polycarp 
and others, in support of the same day. “ All these observed the 
14th day of the Passover, according to the Gospel, deviating from 
it in no respect, but following according to the rule of the faith.”' 
Now it is evident that, according to this undoubted testimony, the 
Apostle John, by his own practice, ratified the account of the 
Synoptics, and contradicted the data of the fourth Gospel; and 
upon the supposition that he so long lived in Asia Minor it is 
probable that his authority largely contributed to establish the 
observance of the 14th Nisan there. We must, therefore, either 
admit that the Apostle John by his practice reversed the statement 
of his own Gospel, or that he was not its author, which of course 
is the natural conclusion. Without going further into the discus
sion, which would detain us too long, it is clear that the Paschal 
controversy is opposed to the supposition that the Apostle John 
was the author of the fourth Gospel.

We have seen that, whilst there is not one particle of evidence 
during a century and a half after the events recorded in the fourth 
Gospel that it was composed by the son of Zebedee, there is, on 
the contrary, the strongest reason for believing that he did not 
write it. The first writer who quotes a passage of the Gospel with 
the mention of his name is Theophilus of Antioch, who gives the 
few words, “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God,” as spoken by “ John,” whom he considers amongst the 
divinely inspired (oi TrvtvfMTo^opoi),1 though even he does not 
distinguish him as the Apostle. We have seen the legendary 
nature of the late traditions regarding the composition of the 
Gospel, of which a specimen was given in the defence of it in the 
Canon of Muratori, and we must not further quote them. rrhe 
first writer who distinctly classes the four Gospels together is 
Irenaeus; and the reasons which he gives for the existence of 
precisely that number in the Canon of the Church illustrate the 
thoroughly uncritical character of the Fathers, and the slight 
dependence which can be placed upon their judgment. “ But 
neither can the Gospels be more in number than they are,” says 
Irenaeus, “ nor, on the other hand, can they be fewer. For as 
there are four quarters of the world in which we are, and four 
general winds (Ka6o\iKa ■n-vtvfjtara), and the Church is dissemi
nated throughout all the world, and the Gospel is the pillar and

'  05tm  xduret iri\pri\a<u> rijy tt)i  TCoaaptOKaiStKdrrit toC xdaya  n r i
tA eiayyiAtoy, ptySiy Tapc/cftalrorrcs, d \ \ i  /card T o y  kovAvcl rijs trietton  ducoXoi1- 
dovrret. Eusebius, / / .  v. 24.

3 Ad Aulolyc., ii., 22. Tischendorf dates this work about A .D . 180 ( Wann 
•wurden, u. s. tv., p. 16, anm. 1).
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prop of the Church and the spirit of life, it is right that she should 
have four pillars on all sides breathing out immortality and revivi
fying men. From which it is manifest that the Word, the maker 
of all, he who sitteth upon the Cherubim and containeth all 
things, who was manifested to man, has given to us the Gospel 
four-formed but possessed by one spirit; as David also says, 
supplicating his advent: ‘Thou that sittest between the Cherubim, 
shine forth.’ For the Cherubim also are four-faced, and their
faces are symbols of the working of the Son of God....... and the
Gospels, therefore, are in harmony with these amongst which 
Christ is seated. For the Gospel according to John relates his 
first effectual and glorious generation from the Father, saying: ‘In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God,’ and ‘all things were made by him, and 
without him nothing was made.’ On this account also this 
Gospel is full of all trustworthiness, for such is his person.* But 
the Gospel according to Luke, being as it were of priestly char
acter, opened with Zacharias the priest sacrificing to God.........
But Matthew narrates his generation as a man, saying: ‘ The 
book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham,’ and ‘the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise.’ 
This Gospel, therefore, is anthropomorphic, and on this account 
a man, humble and mild in character, is presented throughout the 
Gospel. But Mark makes his commencement after a prophetic 
Spirit coming down from on high unto men, saying : ‘The begin
ning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet indicating the winged form of the Gospel ; and for this 
reason he makes a compendious and precursory declaration, for
this is the prophetic character.........Such, therefore, as was the
course of the Son of God, such also is the form of the living 
creatures ; and such as is the form of the living creatures, such 
also is the character of the Gospel. For quadriform are the living 
creatures, quadriform is the Gospel, and quadriform the course of 
the Lord. And on this account four covenants were given to the
human race.........These things being thus : vain and ignorant and,
moreover, audacious are those who set aside the form of the 
Gospel, and declare the aspects of the Gospels as either more or 
less than has been said.”2 As such principles of criticism presided 
over the formation of the ( '.anon, it is not singular that so many of 
the decisions of the Fathers have been reversed. Iremeus him
self mentioned the existence of heretics who rejected the fourth

* The Greek of this rather unintelligible sentence is not preserved. The 
Latin version reads as follows : Propter hoc et om ni Jiducia plenum  est Evan- 
gelium  istu d ; ta ils est enim  persona ejus.

2 Irenxus, Adv. Hoer., iii. 11, §§ 8, 9.
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Gospel,' and Epiphanius3 refers to the Alogi, who equally denied 
its authenticity ; but it is not needful for us further to discuss this 
point. Enough has been said to show that the testimony of the 
fourth Gospel is of no value towards establishing the truth of 
miracles and the reality of Divine Revelation.

1 Adv. Hicr., iii. 2, § 9. 3 H ar., li. j ,  4, 28.
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PART IV.

T H E  ACTS OF T H E  A PO ST L E S  

CHAPTER I.

THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE

Be fo r e  we proceed to examine the evidence for miracles and 
the reality of Divine Revelation which is furnished by the last 
historical book of the New Testament, entitled the “ Acts of the 
Apostles,” it is well that we should briefly recall to mind some 
characteristics of the document, which most materially affect the 
value of any testimony emanating from it. Whilst generally assert
ing the resurrection of Jesus, and his bodily ascension, regarding 
which indeed it adds fresh details, this work presents to us a new 
cycle of miracles, and so profusely introduces supernatural agency 
into the history of the early Church that, in comparison with it, 
the Gospels seem almost sober narratives. The Apostles are 
instructed and comforted by visions and revelations, and they, and 
all who believe, are filled with the Holy Spirit and speak with 
other tongues. The Apostles are delivered from prison and from 
bonds by angels or by an earthquake. Men fall dead or are 
smitten with blindness at their rebuke. They heal the sick, raise 
the dead, and handkerchiefs brought from their bodies cure 
diseases and expel evil spirits.

As a general rule, any document so full of miraculous episodes 
and supernatural occurrences would, without hesitation, be 
characterised as fabulous and incredible, and would not, by any 
sober-minded reader, be for a moment accepted as historical. 
There is no other testimony for these miracles. Let the reader 
endeavour to form some conception of the nature and amount of 
evidence necessary to establish the truth of statements antece
dently so incredible, and compare it with the testimony of this 
solitary and anonymous document, the character and value of 
which we shall now proceed more closely to examine.
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Digitized by k j O O Q l e



S68 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

It is generally admitted, and indeed it is undeniable, that no 
distinct and unequivocal reference to the Acts of the Apostles, and 
to Luke as their author, occurs in the writings of Fathers before 
one by Irenneus1 about the end of the second century. Passages 
are, however, pointed out in early writings as indicating the use 
and consequent existence of our document, all of which we shall 
now examine.

Several of these occur in the Epistle to the Corinthians, 
ascribed to Clement of Rome. The first, immediately compared 
with the passage to which it is supposed to be a reference, is as 
follows :—

E p i s t l e , c .  i i .

Ye were all humble-minded, not 
boasting at all, subjecting yourselves 
rather than subjecting others, more 
gladly giving than receiving.
Jldvres re t  TCLX t LVOtppov (LT (, upotv dXa- 
tbovtvbptyoi, irwoTa.aa6p.ivai, paW ov ?} 
v-roT&craovTes, fibnor S ilbyres t) Xa/t- 
fU rorrei.......

A c t s  x x .  35.

.......and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, that he himself said: 
It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.
...... fiyijpoyevfiv Tf Tutf Xdywr rov
Kvptov ’liprov, 8 t i  a M s elwer Macdfadr 
taru> fia \\or 5tS6rcu fj Xopfidyeis.

The words of the Epistle are not a quotation, but merely occur 
in the course of an address. They do not take the form of an 
axiom, but are a comment on the conduct of the Corinthians, 
which may have been suggested either by written or oral tradition, 
or by moral maxims long before current in heathen philosophy.’ 
It is unnecessary to enter minutely into this, however, or to 
indicate the linguistic differences between the two passages, for 
one point alone settles the question. In the Acts the saying, 
“ It is more blessed to give than to receive,” is distinctly intro
duced as a quotation of “ words of the Lord Jesus,” and the exhor
tation “ to remember ” them conveys the inference that they were 
well known. They must either have formed part of Gospels now 
no longer extant, as they are not found in ours, or have been 
familiar as the unwritten tradition of sayings of the Master. In 
either case, if the passage in the Epistle be a reference to these 
words at all, it cannot reasonably be maintained that it must 
necessarily have been derived from a work which itself distinctly 
quotes the words from another source. The slight coinci
dence in the expression, without indication that any particular

1 A <h’. H<er., iii. 14, §§ 1, 2.
2 E8 roieiy Qiiby tan  toO x ia x ttr. Epicur. ap. Pint., Mor., p. 778 c. 

E n a I m ini si fin's beneficium fibentius accipit fiiani reddil. Seneca, Epist. , 
Ixxxi. 17. MaXXdv tan  tov i\tu$tpLov to StSbrcu oh bti 1) Xafitfartir 50f t  5(1, 
Kai pt] \a.pf3bvttv bBtv oil 5(a. rijs y b p  dperfjy uaWov rd ?r rottiy rj rd *5 
riaxtty. Aristotle, Eth. Nitom ., iv. I. AtaptTa0at teal Stbbrai nptirro* h 
Xapfidytiy. Artemidor., Oneirocr., iv. 3. Cf. Wetstein, N. T. G r.,l. c.
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passage is in the mind of the author, and without any mention of 
the Acts, is no evidence of the existence of that work.

A few critics point to some parts of the following passage as 
showing acquaintance with Acts : “ Through jealousy Paul also 
pointed out the way to the prize of patience, having borne chains 
seven times, having been put to flight, having been stoned ; having 
become a preacher both in the East and in the West, he gained 
the noble renown due to his faith ; having taught the whole world 
righteousness, and come to the extremity of the West, and having 
suffered martyrdom by command of the rulers, he was thus re
moved from the world and went to the holy place, having become 
a most eminent example of patience.”1 The slightest impartial 
consideration, however, must convince any one that this passage 
does not indicate the use of the Acts of the Apostles. The 
Epistle speaks of seven imprisonments, of some of which the Acts 
make no mention, and this must, therefore, have been derived 
from another source. The reference to his “ coming to the 
extremity of the West ” (rtppa rijs Sva-tms), whatever interpre
tation be put upon it, and to his death, obviously carries the 
history further than the Acts, and cannot have been derived from 
that document.

The last passage which, it is affirmed, shows acquaintance with 
the Acts of the Apostles is the following : “ But what shall we say 
regarding David who hath obtained a good report (errl rip 
ptpaprvpijpivtp AavttS) ? unto whom (irpin ov) God said : ‘ I found 
a man after mine own heart, David the son of Jesse: in ever
lasting mercy I anointed him.’ ”2 This is said to be derived from 
Acts xiii. 22 : “ And when he removed him he raised up to them 
David for king; to whom also he gave testimony (<J kcu thttv 
jiapTvptpra^): I found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine 
own heart, who will do all my will.”3 The passage, however, is 
compounded of two quotations loosely made from the Septuagint 
version of the Old Testament, from which all the quotations in the 
Epistle are taken. Ps. lxxxviii. 20 : “ I found David my servant; 
in holy mercy I anointed him.”< And 1 Sam. xiii. 14: “ A man 
after his own heart.”5 Clement of Alexandria quotes this passage 
from the Epistle, and for “ in everlasting mercy ” reads “ with holy 
oil ” (tv tkalip aym) as in the Psalm.6 Although, therefore,

1 C. v. 2 C. xviii.
3 Kai /tfra<rnj<rar aurbv ijytiptv tov Aavcid auroii tlz  (iaoiXia, ip nai thrtv  

fJ.aprvfrfyrai- E ipov AavelS TOV tov ’ItaaaL, avlpa  xarA TT]V xapilav /tov, 8t Tottprti 
xArra tA BcXtipard p.ov. Acts xiii. 22.

* EOpov AavlS rbv SovXiv pvov, tv cXiti iyi<p t\puxa aiTOv. The Alexandrian 
MS. reads tv tXalip dyltp /iov. The quotation given is the reading of the 
Vatican Codex.

5 i v B p u r o v  v a r a  rrjv n a p ila v  airrov.
6 Stromata, iv. 17.
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our Alexandrian MS. of the Epistle has the reading which we have 
given above, even if we suppose that the Alexandrian Clement may 
have found a more correct version in his MS., the argument would 
not be affected. The whole similarity lies in the insertion of “the 
son of Jesse,” but this was a most common addition to any mention 
of David, and by the completion of the passage from the Psalm, 
the admission of “ who will do all my will,” the peculiar phrase of 
the Acts, as well as the difference of introductory expressions, any 
connection between the two is severed, and it is apparent that the 
quotation of the Epistle may legitimately be referred to the Sep- 
tuagint, with which it agrees much more closely than with the Acts. 
In no case could such slight coincidences prove acquaintance with 
the Acts of the Apostles.1

Only one passage of the Epistle of Barnabas is referred to by 
any one as indicating acquaintance with the Acts. It is as follows, 
c. 7 : “ If therefore the son of God, being Ix>rd, and about to 
judge quick and dead (xol p i k k w v  K p iv u v  fwn-os real v txp o vs),
suffered,” etc. This is compared with Acts x. 42....... “ and to
testify that it is he who has been appointed by God judge of 
quick and dead ” (oti uitos erriv 6 hipurpivos iVh too dtov Kpi-n)<; 
(hivTuv ra t vtKpwv). Lardner, who compares the expression of the
Epistle with Acts, equally compares it with that in 2 Tim. iv. 1......
“ and Christ Jesus who is about to judge the quick and dead” 
(pikkovros Kplvuv fwvras real vttcpovs), to which it is more
commonly referred,2 and 1 Pet. iv. 5....... “ to him who is ready
to judge quick and dead ” (rpivai <Vin-a<; nal vtitpovs). He 
adds, however : “ It is not possible to say what text he refers to, 
though that in Timothy has the same words. But perhaps there 
is no proof that he refers to any. This was an article known to 
every common Christian ; whereas this writer (whoever he be) 
was able to teach the Christian religion, and that without respect 
to any written gospels or epistles.”-5 It is scarcely necessary to 
add anything to this. There is, of course, no trace of the use of 
Acts in the Epistle.

It is asserted that there is a “ clear allusion”4 to Acts in the

1 Alford, Greek Test., ii., Prolcg., p. 20 ; Eichhorn, Einl. N . 7 '., p. 72 f. ; 
Hilgenfeld, Ap. Vater, p. 108 ; Neudccker, E in l. N . T., d. 357, anm. 2; 
Zeller, Apg., p. 9. Dr. Westcott does not claim any {On the Canon, 1875, 
p. 48, note 2). Dr. Lightfoot simply assigns the reference to the Psalm and 
1 Sam. xiii. 14.

2 Cf. Westcott, On the Canon, p. 48, n. 2. (The references to Dr. Westcott’s 
work on the Canon up to the present point are always to the 2nd ed., 1866, 
and those henceforward to the 4th ed., 1875, except where otherwise specified.)

3 Credibility, etc., Works, 1788, ii., p. 17. Dr. Lightfoot does not suggest 
any reference here to Acts.

4 Westcott, On the Canon, p. 198 f.
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Shepherd of Hermas. The passages may be compared as 
follows:—

Vis. iv. 2.
...... and didst open thy heart to the
Lord, believing that by no other 
couldst thou be saved than by the 
great and glorious name.

.......koI 7ijv KapSlar <rov ijvoi^as xpbs
rbv KvpLor, xurrewras Sri 5i oir&cvbf 
Svvrj <tio&tjvcu cl / i t )  bid rod ncydXov <cal 
fvbb̂ ov dvbfiaros.

Acts iv. 12.
And there is salvation in no other : 

for neither is there any other name 
under the heaven that has been given 
among men whereby we must be 
saved.

jcai o6k (<ttiv iv  AXXif) ovbcvl 7) (rwnjpla• 
ov5i ydp 6vo/xd iariv trepov vxb rbv 
ovpavbv rb bebo/iivov iv  dvdvpibxois iv  
<p be? <ru)0r)vcu 17/tas.

The slightest comparison of these passages suffices to show that 
the one is not dependent on the other. The Old Testament is 
full of passages in which the name of the Lord is magnified as 
the only source of safety and salvation. In the Pauline Epistles 
likewise there are numerous passages of a similar tenour. For 
instance, the passage from Joel ii. 32 is quoted Rom. x. 13 : 
“ For whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved ” (lias yap  os av «rncaA «njT ai rb  ovopa Kvpiov mjiO-ijirerai).1 
There was, in fact, no formula more current either amongst the 
Jews or in the early Church; and there is no legitimate ground 
for tracing such an expression to the Acts of the Apostles.

The only other passage which is quoted2 as indicating acquain
tance with Acts is the following, which we at once contrast with 
the supposed parallel:—

Si M i l .  ix. 28.
But ye who suffer on account of 

the name ought to praise God, that 
God deemed ye worthy to bear his 
name, and that all your sins may be 
redeemed.

A cts v. 41.
So they departed rejoicing from the 

presence of the council that they were 
counted worthy to suffer shame for 
the name.

vfieh Si ol Td&xowTe* tnxep  row dvoua- 
rtn  Jo fd fe o ’ 6(ptL\tn rbr 0e6v, i n  
A(loin v/ias b  0ebs Ira t o A t o v
rb brofxa ôo-rdfip-e, cal raaat v/iwr al 
afiaprlai ladGxnr.

oi fUr oir iropcuorro \aiporrf r a r b  

-rpocuncov rob cruveSplov, Bn (can/fni- 
Orjaar vrip rob ArbjUaros dripaa!hjrai.

Here again a formula is employed which is common throughout 
the New Testament, and which, applied as it is here to those who 
were persecuted, we have reason to believe was in general use in 
the early Church. It is almost unnecessary to point out any 
examples. Everywhere “ the name ” of God or of Jesus is the

' The same passage is quoted, Acts ii. 21. Cf. Ephes. i. 20, 21 ; Philip, 
ii. 9 f.; 1 John v. 13 f.

2 I^irdner, Works, ii., p. 56. This is not advanced by Kirchhofer, nor does 
Dr. Westcott refer to it. Even Hefele does not suggest a reference.
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symbol used to represent the concrete idea, and in the heavenly 
Jerusalem of the Apocalypse the servants of God and of the Lamb 
are to have “ his name ” on their foreheads. The one expression, 
however, which is peculiar in the passage: “ counted worthy”— 
in the Acts Karrj^aoOryrav, and in the Shepherd a£iovs rjyrpmn 
—is a perfectly natural and simple one, the use of which cannot 
be exclusively conceded to the Acts of the Apostles. It is found 
frequently in the Pauline Epistles, as for instance in 2 Thes. i. 5, 
where, after saying that they give thanks to God for them and 
glory in the churches of God for the patience and faith with which 
the Thessalonians endure persecutions, the writer continues: 
“ which is a token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy (Ka.Ta£i<adrjvai) of the kingdom of God, for 
which ye also suffer {rroerytri) ” ; and again, in the same chapter, 
v. 11, 12, “ Wherefore we also pray always for you that our God 
may count you worthy (dgw'xrg) of the calling, and fulfil all good 
pleasure of goodness and work of faith with power; that the name 
of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you (ev8o^aa-6y rb ovo/m rov 
K vpiov 1rpiMv ’h y r o v  t v  v fu v ) ,” etc. The passage we are 
examining cannot be traced to the “ Acts of the Apostles.” It 
must be obvious to all that the Shepherd of Hernias does not 
present any evidence even of the existence of the Acts at the time 
it was written.

Only two passages in the Epistles of Pseudo-Ignatius are pointed 
out as indicating acquaintance with the Acts, and even these are 
not advanced by many critics. We have already so fully discussed 
these Epistles that no more need now be said. We must pro
nounce them spurious in all their recensions, and incapable of 
affording evidence upon any point earlier than towards the end of 
the second century. We might, therefore, altogether refuse to 
examine the passages; but, in order to show the exact nature of 
the case made out by apologists, we shall briefly refer to them. 
We at once compare the first with its supposed parallel1:—

E l’, to S myrn. III.
But after the resurrection he did 

cat and drink with them , as in the 
flesh, although spiritually united to the 
Father.
M rr c t  Si T r jv  iv io T c u r iv  crvvt<f>aycr 
atrroU x a l  a w h r ter eij aap/cucbs, x a ir e p  
TTVtVfiaTlKWS TfVU/ltvOS T$ TCLTpl.

Acts x. 41. 
even to us who d id  e a t  a n d  d rin k  

with him after he rose f ro m  the dead .

....... flfuv 01 Tire! awttfxiyofiev mi
avvrrlofitv a(mp fieri rb drturrqw  
a vrbv £k vtxpCiv'

There is nothing in this passage which bears any peculiar 
analogy to the Acts, for the statement is a simple reference to a

‘ D r. W estcott does not claim either this or the second (On the Canon, p. 4S , 
note 2), and Hefele m erely suggests comparison w ith A cts (Pair. A p., p. 103, 
p. 98).
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tradition which is also embodied both in the third Synoptic* and 
in the fourth Gospel ;a and the mere use of the common words 
<f>ayeiv and vivnv could not prove anything. The passage 
occurs in the Epistle immediately after a quotation, said by Jerome 
to be taken from the Gospel according to the Hebrews, relating 
an appearance of Jesus to “ those who were with Peter,” in which 
Jesus is represented as making them handle him in order to con
vince them that he is not an incorporeal spirit.3 The quotation 
bears considerable affinity to the narrative in the third Synoptic 
(xxiv. 39), at the close of which Jesus is represented as eating 
with the disciples. It is highly probable that the Gospel from 
which the writer of the Epistle quoted contained the same detail, 
to which this would naturally be a direct descriptive reference. In 
any case, it affords no evidence of the existence of the Acts of the 
Apostles.

The second passage, which is still more rarely advanced, is as 
follows

E p .  t o  P m  l a  I). 11. A c t s  x x . 2 9 .

For many wolves (which appear) I know that after my departing 
worthy of belief, make captive by grievous wolves will enter in among 
evil pleasure the runners in the course ; you, not sparing the flock, 
of God.
roXXoi " r ip  Xi’KOi d£uixurrot y&orjj J olSa S n  eltre\e(rao¥T<u fie r i.  T7jy 
xoucjj a/x/iaXtarffowrii' roils $eo$pi/iovs. , &</*£1* fio v  \u k o l  ftapeis  els  v /ia s , fiif

tpetddfievoi rov ro if iv lov.

The only point of coincidence between these two passages is the 
use of the word “ wolves.” In the Epistle the expression is 
iro\A.oi kvKoi dfcimruTTOi, whilst in Acts it is Xi’KOi fiapets- Now, 
the image is substantially found in the Sermon on the Mount, one 
form of which is given in the first Synoptic, vii. 15, 16, and 
which undeniably must have formed part of many of the Gospels 
which are mentioned by the writer of the third Synoptic. We find 
Justin Martyr twice quoting another form of the saying, “ For 
many (rroAAol) shall arrive in my name, outwardly, indeed, clothed 
in sheep’s skins, but inwardly being ravening wolves (Xi'koi 
a/wrayes).”4 The use of the term as applied to men was certainly 
common in the early Church. The idea expressed in the Epistle 
is more closely found in 2 Timothy iii. r f., in the description of 
those who are to come in the last days, and who will (v. 6) “ creep 
into the houses and make captive (ai’x/wiA.umfm'Tes) silly women 
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts.” The passage cannot 
be traced to the Acts, and the Ignatian Epistles, spurious though 
they be, do not present any evidence of the existence of that 
work.

1 Luke xxiv. 42 f. 3 John xxi. 12 f. 3 Quoted p. 173 f.
4 See discussion of the quotation, p. 228, note I, p. 238 f.
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Only two sentences are pointed out in the Epistle of Poly carp 
as denoting acquaintance with the Acts. The first and only 
one of these on which much stress is laid is the following :—

E p i s t l f . i .

Whom God raised (Ijyrifxy), having 
loosed the pains of hell ((i Jon).

A c t s  i i . 2 4 .

Whom God raised up (W in p u ), 
having loosed the pains o f death 
[$arir on).

It will be obvious to all that, along with much similarity, there 
is likewise divergence between these sentences. In the first 
phrase the use of i j y e c p e v  in the Epistle separates it from the 
supposed parallel, in which the word is aveo-njo-ev. The passages 
in the Pauline Epistles corresponding with it are numerous 
(e.g., 2 Cor. iv. 14, Ephes. i. 20). The second member of the 
sentence, which is of course the more important, is in reality, we 
contend, a reference to the very Psalm quoted in Acts immediately 
after the verse before us, couched in not unusual phraseology. 
Psalm xvi. 10 (Sept, xv.) reads : “ For thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell ” In Ps. xviii. 5 (Sept. xvii. 5) we have, “ The
pains of hell (toSHvcs fiSov) compassed me about.”’ The differ
ence between the <J8Tvas to p  pSov of the Epistle and the <o&Vas top 
d avaT ov  of the Acts is so distinct that, finding a closer parallel in 
the Psalms to which reference is obviously made in both works, it is 
quite impossible to trace the phrase necessarily to the Acts. Such 
a passage cannot prove the use of that work, but, if it could, we 
might inquire what evidence for the authorship and trustworthiness 
of the Acts could be deduced from the circumstance ?3

The second passage, referred to by a few writers, is as 
follows

E p i s t l e  v i i i . A c t s  v .  4 1 .

Let us therefore become imitators of So they departed from the presence 
his patience, and if we suffer for his of the Council, rejoicing that they were 
name, let us praise him. counted worthy to suffer shame for the

name.
MifAijral ot’V yerufirOa tt)s vxofjLovys 01 /xlr oi’f (xoptvorTo xalporrts drd 
ai’Tov’ Kal td r  x dffxu/iev JiA t J  irofia xpoourxov to 0 ovreSplov, S ti narvfuv- 
aiTov, 6o£dfafter a(rrdr. 1 dijoar inrip rov irdparor dn/jiaa$ynu.

It is not necessary to do more than contrast these passages to 
show how little the Epistle of Polycarp can witness for the 
Acts of the Apostles. We have already examined another 
supposed reference to this very passage, and the expressions in the 
Epistle, whilst scarcely presenting a single point of linguistic 
analogy to the sentence in the Acts, only tend to show how

1 Cod. E. reads q.Sou.
1 In the Sept, version of Job xxxix. 2 the expression wSiras Ji  airrOr 

fXcuffaj occurs.
3 For the date and character of the Epistle see discussion, p. 175 f.
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common and natural such language was in the early Church in 
connection with persecution. Whilst we constantly meet with the 
thought expressed by the writer of the Epistle throughout the 
writings of the New Testament, we may more particularly point 
to the first Petrine epistle for further instances of this tone of 
exhortation to those suffering persecution for the cause. For 
instance, i Pet. ii. lg  f., and again iii. 14,* “ But if ye even suffer 
(rdtr\oiT() for righteousness’ sake, blessed are ye.” In the next 
chapter the tone is still more closely analogous. Speaking of
persecutions, the writer says, iv. 13, “ ....... but according as ye
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings rejoice,” etc. 14. “ If ye are 
reproached in Christ’s name (ev ovopan X.), blessed are ye, for the 
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you.” 15. “ For let none 
of you suffer (vaurxcTOi) as a murderer,” etc. 16. “ But if as a 
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him praise God in this 
name (So£a£eTo> Si rbv Otbv Iv to> ovopan tovtui),” etc. Nothing 
but evidential destitution could rely upon the expression in the 
Epistle o f Polycarp to show acquaintance with Acts.

Few Apologists point out with confidence any passages 
from the voluminous writings of Justin Martyr, as indicating 
the use of the Acts of the Apostles. We may, however,
quote such expressions as are advanced. The first of these
is the following: “ For the Jews, having the prophecies and 
ever expecting the Christ to come, knew him not (rjyvmprav) ; 
and not only so, but they also maltreated him. But the Gentiles, 
who had never heard anything regarding the Christ until his 
Apostles, having gone forth from Jerusalem, declared the things 
concerning him, and delivered the prophecies, having been filled 
with joy and faith, renounced their idols and dedicated themselves 
to the unbegotten God through the Christ.”2 This is compared 
with Acts xiii. 27, “ For they that dwell at Jerusalem and their 
rulers not knowing this (man) (tovtov d-yvo ô-avres), nor yet 
the voices of the prophets which are read every sabbath day, 
fulfilled them by their judgment of him,” etc. 48. “ But the 
Gentiles, hearing, rejoiced and glorified the word of the Lord,” 
etc. We may at once proceed to give the next passage. In the 
Dialogue with Trypho, Justin has by quotations from the prophets 
endeavoured to show that the sufferings of Christ and also the 
glory of his second advent had been foretold, and Trypho replies : 
“ Supposing these things to have been as thou sayest, and that it 
was foretold that Christ was to suffer (on iradijTbs Xpurrh; irpoe- 
4nyrtv&i) /xeAXciv emu), and has been called a Stone, and after 
his first coming, in which it had been announced that he was to

1 Ver. 13, according to some MSS., reads : “ And who is he that will harm 
yon, if ye become imitators (uifiriTal) of the good ?”

2 Apol., i. 49.
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suffer, should come in glory, and become judge of all, and eternal 
king and priest,” etc.;1 and in another place : “ For if it had been 
obscurely declared by the prophets that the Christ should suffer 
(iralh)Tbs yevrjtropevos 6 X purr us) and after these things be
lord of all,” etc.3 This is compared with Acts xxvi. 22, “......
saying nothing except those things which the prophets and Moses 
said were to come to pass, (23) whether the Christ should suffer 
(ti Tradrjrbs 6 Xpurros), whether, the first out of the resurrec
tion from the dead, he is about to proclaim light unto the people 
and to the Gentiles.” It is only necessary to quote these passage 
to show how unreasonable it is to maintain that they show the use 
of the Acts by Justin. He simply sets forth from the prophets, 
direct, the doctrines which formed the great text of the early 
Church. Some of the warmest supporters of the Canon admit the 
“ uncertainty ” of such coincidences, and do not think it worth 
while to advance them. There are one or two still more distant 
analogies sometimes pointed out which do not require more parti
cular notice.3 There is no evidence whatever that Justin was 
acquainted with the Acts of the Apostles.3

Some writers claim Hegesippus as evidence for the existence of 
the Acts, on the strength of the following passages in the fragment 
of his book preserved by Eusebius. He puts into the mouth of 
James the Just, whilst being martyred, the expression: “ I beseech 
(thee) Lord God, Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” This is compared with the words said to have been 
uttered by the martyr Stephen, Acts vii. 60, “ Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge.” The passage is more commonly advanced as 
showing acquaintance with Luke xxiii. 34, and we have already 
discussed it.5 Lardner apparently desires it to do double duty, 
but it is scarcely worth while seriously to refer to the claim here. 
The passage more generally relied upon, though that also is 
only advanced by a few,6 is the following, “This man was a faithful

1 Dial. 36. 3 Dial. 76.
3 Apol., i. 50, cf. Acts i. 8 Apol., i. 40, cf. Acts iv. 27 ; Apal. , ii. 10, cf. 

Acts xvii. 23 j Dial. 8, cf. Acts xxvi. 29 ; Dial. 20, cf. Acts x. 14 ; Dial. 6S, 
cf. Acts ii. 30.

* Credner, Einl. N. T. , i. 1, p. 274 ; Donaldson, Hist. Chr. Lit. and Dal., 
ii., p. 329 ; Eichhorn, Einl. N. 7 1 , ii., p. 75 ; Meyer, Apostelgeseh., p. I f.: 
Zeller, Apostelgeseh., p. 49 f. Dean Alford says: “ Nor are there any refer 
ences in Justin Martyr, which, fairly considered, belong to this l>ook ” (Gretl 
Test., 1871, Prolejr., ii., p. 20). Dr. VVestcott says : “ The references to the 
Acts are uncertain ” ; and he merely illustrates this by referring to the 
first of the passages discussed in the text (On the Canon, 1875, p. 16S, 
note 3). 5 P. 273 f.

6 Lardner, Credibility, Works, ii. 142 ; VVestcott, On the Canon, 4th ed., 
p. 205. Dr. VVestcott, however, merely says : “ There are forms of expression
corresponding to passages in.......and in the Acts which can scarcely be attributed
to chance.”
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witness both to Jews and Greeks that Jesus is the Christ 
(Maori’s oft os dAiy&js ’IovSuiois T£ tea! Y.KkprL yeyeio/rar, on 
’b/o-ors o X/iuTTU’i ItTTiv). This is compared with Acts \x. 
21, where Paul is represented as saying of himself, “....... testi
fying fully both to Jews and Greeks repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ ” (Ata/ia/jriyw/ati'os ’IoidSaioci
r e  tea! "EA.Aijtru' r>}r eis' Otuv p e rd ro ta v, teat iru m v els ro c  
KvpLov T/fiuiv ’ I. X.). The two passages are totally different 
both in sense and language, and that the use of Acts is 
deduced from so distant an analogy only serves to show the 
slightness of the evidence with which Apologists have to be 
content.

Papias need not long detain us, for it is freely admitted by 
most divines that he does not afford evidence of any value that 
he was acquainted with the Acts. For the sake of completeness 
we may, however, refer to the points which are sometimes 
mentioned. A fragment of the work of Papias is preserved 
giving an account of the death of Judas, which differs materially 
both from the account in the first Synoptic and in Acts i. 18 f.a 
Judas is represented as having gone about the world a great 
example of impiety, for, his body having swollen so much that he 
could not pass where a waggon easily passed, he was crushed by 
the waggon so that his entrails emptied out (uxrrt ret tyuara  aiVor 
(KKtv(uO>iva.i). Apollinaris of Laodicsea quotes this passage to 
show that Judas did not die when he hung himself, but subse
quently met with another fate, in this way reconciling the state
ments in the Gospel and Acts.3 He does not say that Papias 
used the story for this purpose, and it is fundamentally con
tradictory to the account in Acts i. 18, 19: “ Now this man 
purchased a field with the reward of the unrighteousness, and 
falling headlong burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed out ” (tea! e ê^cfb/ travra ra cnrKdy^va airrov). It is 
scarcely necessary to argue that the passage does not indicate any 
acquaintance with Acts,4 as some few critics are inclined to assert.5

* Eusebius, H. £ . ,  ii. 23. * P. 296 f. 3 Routh, Keliy. Saer. , i., p. 25 f.
4 Overbeck, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1867, p. 39 f. Cf. Stcitz, Th. Stud. u. 

K rit. , 1868, p. 87 f. ; Meyer, Die Apostelgcsch. , p. 2, anm.* * Dr. Westcott 
says: “  In his account of the fate of Judas Iscariot there is a remarkable 
divergence from the narrative in Matt, xxvii. 5 and Acts i. 18” (On the 
Canon, 4th ed., p. 77, n. 1).

5 Zahn, Th. Stud. u. JCrit., 1866, p. 680 f. Dr. Lightfoot says: “ But 
there are indications, h >wever indecisive, that Papias did use the writings of 
St. Luke.” And further on, after quoting the passage about Judas, and 
mentioning the view of Apollinaris that it reconciles the accounts in the first 
Gospel and in the Acts, he continues : “ It is too much to assume that Papias 
himself repeated the tradition with this aim, but the resemblance to the 
account in the Acts is worthy of notice ” (Contemporary Rev. , August, 1876, 
p. 415).

2  P
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The next analogy pointed out is derived from the statement of 
Eusebius that Papias mentions a wonderful story which he had 
heard from the daughters of Philip (whom Eusebius calls “the 
Apostle ”) regarding a dead man raised to life.' In Acts xxi. 8,9, 
it is stated that Philip the evangelist had four daughters. It is 
hardly conceivable that this should be advanced as an indication 
that Papias knew the Acts. The last point is that Eusebius says:
“ And again (he narrates) another marvel regarding Justus who 
was sumamed Barsabas; how he drank a baneful poison and by 
the grace of the Ix>rd sustained no harm. But that this Justus, 
after the Ascension of the Saviour, the holy apostles appointed 
with Matthias, and that they prayed (on the occasion) of the 
filling up of their number by lot instead of the traitor Judas, the 
scripture of the Acts thus relates : ‘And they appointed two, 
Joseph called Barsabas, who was sumamed Justus, and Matthias. 
And they prayed and said,’ etc.”2 Whatever argument can be 
deduced from this obviously rests entirely upon the fact that 
Papias is said to have referred to Justus who was named Barsabas, 
for of course the last sentence is added by Eusebius himself, and 
has nothing to do with Papias. This is fairly admitted by Lardner 
and others, lardner says : “ Papias does undoubtedly give some 
confirmation to the history of the Acts of the Apostles, in what 
he says of Philip; and especially in what he says of Justus, called 
Barsabas. But I think it cannot be affirmed that he did particu
larly mention, or refer to, the book of the Acts. For I reckon 
it is Eusebius himself who adds that quotation out of the Acts, 
upon occasion of what Papias had written of the before-mentioned 
Barsabas.”3 There is no evidence worthy of attention that Papias 
was acquainted with the Acts.

No one seriously pretends that the Clementine Homilies afford 
any evidence of the use or existence of the A cts; and few, if any, 
claim the Epistle to Diognetus as testimony for it.1* We may,
however, quote the only passage which is pointed o u t: “ ....... these
who hold the view that they present them (offerings) to God as

• / / .  E ., iii. 39. 3 H. E ., iii. 39.
3 Credibility, etc., Works, ii., p. 133. Kirchhofer makes a similar state

ment, Quellcns., p. 163, anm. I. Dr. Lightfoot says: “ Other points of 
affinity to the Acts are his mention of Justus Barsabas, and his relations 
with the daughters of Philip” (Contemp. Rev., August, 1876, p. 415). Soch 
“ indications” he may indeed well characterise as “ indecisive.” Dr. 
Westcott says: “ Dr. Lightfoot notices some slight indications of Papias 
use of the writings of St. Luke (in the article quoted above), but I do not 
think that much stress can be laid on them ” (On the Canon, 4th ed., p. 77- 
note 1).

4 Dr. Westcott merely speaks of “ coincidences of language more or less 
evident with the Acts,” etc., referring to c. iii. (Acts xvii. 24, 25) as “ worthy 
of remark” (Canon, p. 91); but he does not include it in the Synopsis of 
Historical Evidence, p. 584.
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needing them might more rightly esteem it foolishness and not 
worship of God. For he who made the heaven and the earth, and 
all things in them, and who supplies to us all whatever we need, 
can himself be in need of none of those things which he himself 
presents to those who imagine that they give (to him).”1 This is 
compared with Acts xvii. 24: “ The God that made the world 
and all things in it, he being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands ; (25) neither is served by men’s 
hand as though he needed anything, seeing he himself giveth to 
all life and breath and all things.” There is nothing here but a 
coincidence of sense, though with much variation between the two 
passages; but the Epistle argues from a different context, and this 
illustration is obvious enough to be common to any moralist. 
There is not a single reason which points to the Acts as the source 
of the writer’s argument.

fiasilides and Valentinus are not claimed at all by Apologists as 
witnesses for the existence of the Acts of the Apostles, nor is 
Marcion, whose canon, however, of which it formed no part, is 
rather adverse to the work than merely negative. Tertullian 
taunts Marcion for receiving Paul as an apostle, although his name 
is not mentioned in the Gospel, and yet not receiving the Acts of 
the Apostles in which alone his history is narrated ;2 but it does 
not in the least degree follow from this that Marcion knew the 
work and deliberately rejected it.

A passage of Tatian’s Oration to the Greeks is pointed out by 
some3 as showing his acquaintance with the Acts. It is as follows : 
“ I am not willing to worship the creation made by him for us. 
Sun and moon are made for u s ; how, therefore, shall I worship 
my own servants ? How can I declare stocks and stones to be
gods?....... But neither should the unnameable (aviovifwsrrov)
God be presented with bribes; for he who is without need of any
thing (irdvraiv dvtvSerjs) must not be calumniated by us as 
needy (cVSojs).”4 This is compared with Acts xvii. 24, 25, 
quoted above, and it only serves to show how common such 
language was. Lardner himself says of the passage : “ This is 
much the same thought, and applied to the same purpose, with 
Paul’s, Acts xvii. 25, as though he needeth anything. But it is a 
character of the Deity so obvious that I think it cannot determine 
us to suppose he had an eye to those words of the Apostle.”5 The 
language, indeed, is quite different, and shows no acquaintance 
with the Acts. Eusebius states that the Severians who more fully

1 E p. ad Diognetum, c. iii. 3 Adv. Marc., v. t f.
3 Kirchhofer, Quellcns., p. 166; Lardner mentions, merely to disclaim, 

it. Credibility, etc., Works, ii., p. 139 f. Dr. Westcott does not advance 
it at all.

4 Orat. ad Graecos, c. iv. 5 Credibility, etc., Works, ii., p. 139 f.
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established Tatian’s heresy rejected both the Epistles of Paul and 
the Acts of the Apostles.'

Dionysius of Corinth is rarely adduced by anyone as testimony 
for the Acts. The only ground upon which he is at all referred to 
is a statement of Eusebius in mentioning his Epistles. Speaking 
of his Epistle to the Athenians, Eusebius says : “ He relates, 
moreover, that Dionysius the Areopagite who was converted to 
the faith by Paul the Apostle, according to the account given in 
the Acts, was appointed the first bishop of the Church of the 
Athenians.”3 Even Apologists admit that it is doubtful how far 
Dionysius referred to the Acts,5 the mention of the book here 
being most obviously made by Eusebius himself.

Melito of Sardis is not appealed to by any writer in connection 
with our work, nor can Claudius Apollinaris be pressed into this 
service. Athenagoras is supposed by some to refer to the very 
same passage in Acts xvii. 24, 25, which we have discussed when 
dealing with the work of Tatian. Athenagoras says: “ The 
Creator and Father of the universe is not in need of blood, nor of 
the steam of burnt sacrifices, nor of the fragrance of flowers and 
of incense, he himself being the perfect fragrance, inwardly and 
outwardly without need.”4 And further o n : “ And you kings 
indeed build palaces for yourselves; but the world is not made as 
being needed by God.”5 These passages occur in the course of a 
defence of Christians for not offering sacrifices, and both in 
language and context they are quite independent of the Acts of 
the Apostles.

In the Epistle of the Churches of Vienne and Lyons, giving an 
account of the persecution against them, it is said that the victims 
were praying for those from whom they suffered cruelties : “ like 
Stephen the perfect martyr: ‘ Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.’ But if he was supplicating for those who stoned him, 
how much more for the brethren ?”6 The prayer here quoted 
agrees with that ascribed to Stephen in Acts vii. 60. There is no 
mention of the Acts of the Apostles in the Epistle, and the 
source from which the writers obtained their information about 
Stephen is of course not stated. If there really was a martyr of 
the name of Stephen, and if these words were actually spoken by 
him, the tradition of the fact, and the memory of his noble saying, 
may well have remained in the Church, or have been recorded in 
writings then current; from one of which, indeed, eminent critics

1 Eusebius, H. £ . ,  iv. 29. 1 lb., iv. 23.
3 Lardner, Credibility, etc., IVcrks, ii., p. 134; Kirchhofer, Quillens., 

p. 163. Dr. Westcott naturally does not refer to die passage at all.
4 Leg. fro  Christ., xiii.
6 Eusebius, H. E ., v. 2.

5 lb., xvi.
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conjecture that the author of Acts derived his materials,’ and in 
this case the passage obviously does not prove the use of the Acts. 
If, on the other hand, there never was such a martyr by whom 
these words were spoken, and the whole story must be considered 
an original invention by the author of Acts, then in that case, and 
in that case only, the passage does show the use of the Acts.’ 
Supposing that the use of Acts be held to be thus indicated, 
what does this prove ? Merely that the Acts of the Apostles were 
in existence in the year 177-178, when the Epistle of Vienne and 
Lyons was written. No light whatever would thus be thrown 
upon the question of its authorship; and neither its credibility 
nor its sufficiency to prove the reality of a cycle of miracles would 
be in the slightest degree established.

Ptolemaeus and Hentcleon need not detain us, as it is not alleged 
that they show acquaintance with the Acts, nor is Celsus claimed 
as testimony for the book.

The Canon of Muratori contains a very corrupt paragraph 
regarding the Acts of the Apostles. We have already discussed 
the date and character of this fragment^ and need not further 
speak of it here. The sentence in which we are now interested 
reads in the original as follows :—

“ Acta autem omnium apostolorum sub uno libro scribta sunt lucas 
obtime theofile conpnndit quia sub prcesentia eius singula gerebantur 
sicute et semote passionem petri euidenter declarat sed et profedionem 
pauli ab urbes ad spania proficescentis.”

It is probable that in addition to its corruption some words may 
have been lost from the concluding phrase of this passage, but the 
following may perhaps sufficiently represent its general sense : 
“ But the Acts of all the Apostles were written in one book. Luke 
included (in his work) to the excellent Theophilus only the things 
which occurred in his own presence, as he evidently shows by 
omitting the martyrdom of Peter and also the setting forth of Paul 
from the city to Spain.”

Whilst this passage may prove the existence of the Acts about 
the end of the second century, and that the authorship of the work

1 Bleek, Eittl. N  T. , p. 341 f., p. 347 f. ; Ewald, Gesch. d. V\ h r . , vi., 
1858, p. 37, p. 191 f. ; Gfrorer, Die heil. Sage, 1838, i., p. 404, p. 409 f. ; 
Meyer, Apostelgesck. , p. 12 ; Neander, PJianzung. u. s. w. chr. Kirche, 5te Aufl., 
p. 65, anm. 2 ; Schwanbeck, Quel ten d. Schr. des Lukas, 1847, i., p. 250 f. ; 
De Wette, Einl. N. T. , p. 249 f., etc.

2 Dr. Lightfoot, speaking of the passage we are discussing, says: “ Will he 
(author of.V. A\) boldly maintain that the writers had before them another Acts
containing words identical with our Acts, just as he supposes, etc.........Or will
he allow this account to have been taken from Acts vii. 60, with which it 
coincides?” (Con temp. Review, August, 1876, p. 410). The question is here 
answered.

3 p. 427 r.
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was ascribed to Luke, it has no further value. No weight can be 
attached to the statement of the unknown writer beyond that of 
merely testifying to the currency of such a tradition, and even the 
few words quoted show how uncritical he was. Nothing could be 
less appropriate to the work before us than the assertion that it 
contains the Acts of all the Apostles; for it must be apparent to 
all, and we shall hereafter have to refer to the point, that it very 
singularly omits all record of the acts of most of the Apostles, 
occupies itself chiefly with those of Peter and Paul, and devotes 
considerable attention to Stephen and to others who were not 
Apostles at all. We shall further have occasion to show that the 
writer does anything but confine himself to the events of which 
he was an eye-witness, and we may merely remark in passing, as a 
matter which scarcely concerns us here, that the instances given 
by the unknown writer of the fragment to support his assertion 
ate not only irrelevant, but singularly devoid themselves of 
historical attestation.

Irenaeus’ assigns the Acts of the Apostles to Luke, as do 
Clement of Alexandria,3 Tertullian,3 and Origen,3 although without 
any statements giving special weight to their mention of him as 
the author in any way counterbalancing the late date of their 
testimony. Beyond showing that tradition, at the end of the 
second century and beginning of the third, associated the name of 
Luke with this writing and the third Gospel, the evidence of these 
Fathers is of no value to us. We have already incidentally men
tioned that some heretics either ignored or rejected the book, and 
to the Marcionites and Severians we may now add the Ebionites5 
and Manichseans.6 Chrysostom complains that in his day the 
Acts of the Apostles were so neglected that many were ignorant 
of the existence of the book and of its authors.3 Doubts as to 
its authorship were expressed in the ninth century, for Photius 
states that some ascribed the work to Clement of Rome, others to 
Barnabas, and others to Luke the Evangelist8

If we turn to the document itself, we find that it professes to 
be the second portion of a work written for the information of an 
unknown person named Theophilus, the first part being the 
Gospel, which, in our canonical New Testament, bears the name 
of “ Gospel according to Luke.” The narrative is a continuation

1 Adv. Hier.y iii. 14, §§ 1 , 2;  15, § 1, etc.
3 Strom., v. 12 ; Adtimbr. in r Petr. Ep. 3 De Jejunio, x.
4 Contra Cels., vi. 12. s Epiphanius, Heer., xxx. 16.
6 August., Epist. 237 ; ed. Bened. , ii., p. 644 ; De Util. Cred.f ii. 7, T. viii., 

p. 36; cf. Beausobre, Hist, de Manichfe, i , p. 293 f..
7 Horn. i. in Act. Apost.
8 T6v bt <Tvyypa<f>*a rtav itpd^ewr ol fxkv KXt)ucrra Xtyovji rbr 'Pu)/njs, AAXot 

St Baprdpav, Kal 4 \\<x AovkcLp rbv euayyeWnj*. Photius, Amphilock. Qwest. , 
M5 -
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CONCLUSION FROM EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 583
of the third Synoptic, but the actual title of “ Acts of the 
Apostles,” or “  Acts of Apostles ” t w  d-rroo-roXiuv,
Tpageis airoa-ToXoiv),1 attached to this Stvrepos Aoyos is a later 
addition, and formed no part of the original document. The 
author’s name is not given in any of the earlier MSS., and the 
work is entirely anonymous. That in the prologue to the Acts 
the writer clearly assumes to be the author of the Gospel does not 
in any way identify him, inasmuch as the third Synoptic itself 
is anonymous. The tradition assigning both works to Luke, 
the follower of Paul, as we have seen, is first met with towards 
the end of the second century, and very little weight can be 
attached to it. There are too many instances of early writings, 
several of which indeed have secured a place in our canon, to 
which distinguished names have been erroneously ascribed. Such 
tradition is notoriously liable to error.

We shall presently return to the question of the authorship of 
the third Synoptic and Acts of the Apostles, but at present we 
may so far anticipate as to say that there are good reasons for 
affirming that they could not have been written by Luke, the 
follower of Paul.

Confining ourselves here to the actual evidence before us, we 
arrive at a clear and unavoidable conclusion regarding the Acts of 
the Apostles. After examining all the early Christian literature, 
and taking every passage which is referred to as indicating the use 
of the book, we see that there is no certain trace even of its exist
ence till towards the end of the second century ; and, whilst the 
writing itself is anonymous, we find no authority but late tradition 
assigning it to Luke or to any other author. We are without 
evidence of any value as to its accuracy or trustworthiness, 
and, as we shall presently see, the epistles of Paul, so far from 
accrediting it, tend to cast the most serious doubt upon its whole 
character. This evidence we have yet to examine, when consider
ing the contents of the Acts, and we base our present remarks 
solely on the external testimony for the date and authorship of the 
book. The position, therefore, is simply this : We are asked to 
believe in the reality of a great number of miraculous and super
natural occurrences which, obviously, are antecedently incredible, 
upon the assurance of an anonymous work of whose existence 
there is no distinct evidence till more than a century after the 
events narrated, and to which an author’s name—against which 
there are strong objections—is first ascribed by tradition towards 
the end of the second century. Of the writer to whom the work 
is thus attributed we know nothing beyond the casual mention of

' The Cod. Sin. reads simply Tpdfeu. Cod. D. (Bczie) has rrpifes aVoTroXoju 
(Acting of Apostles).
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his name in some Pauline Epistles. If it were admitted that this 
Luke did actually write the book, we should not be justified in 
believing the reality of such stupendous miracles upon his bare 
statement. As the case stands, however, even taken in its most 
favourable aspect, the question scarcely demands serious attention, 
and our discussion might at once be ended by the unhesitating 
rejection of the Acts of the Apostles as sufficient, or even 
plausible, evidence for the miracles which it narrates.
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CHAPTER II.

EVIDENCE REGARDING THE AUTHORSHIP

If we proceed further to discuss the document before us, it is 
from no doubt as to the certainty of the conclusion at which we 
have now arrived, but from the belief that closer examination of 
the contents of the Acts may enable us to test this result, and 
more fully understand the nature of the work and the character 
of its evidence. Not only will it be instructive to consider a little 
closely the contents of the Acts, and to endeavour from the details 
of the narrative itself to form a judgment regarding its historical 
value, but we have, in addition, external testimony of very material 
importance which we may bring to bear upon it. We happily 
possess some undoubted Epistles which afford us no little 
information concerning the history, character, and teaching of the 
Apostle Paul, and we are thus enabled to compare the statements 
in the work before us with contemporary evidence of great value. 
It is unnecessary to say that, wherever the statements of the 
unknown author of the Acts are at variance with these Epistles, 
we must prefer the statements of the Apostle. The importance to 
our inquiry of such further examination as we now' propose to 
undertake consists chiefly in the light which it may throw on the 
credibility of the work. If it be found that such portions as we 
are able to investigate are inaccurate and untrustworthy, it will 
become still more apparent that the evidence of such a document 
for miracles cannot even be entertained. It may be well also 
to discuss more fully the authorship of the Acts, and to this we 
shall first address ourselves.

It must, however, be borne in mind that it is quite foreign to 
our purpose to enter into any exhaustive discussion of the literary 
problem presented by the Acts of the Apostles. We shall confine 
ourselves to such points as seem sufficient, or best fitted, to test 
the character of the composition ; and we shall not hesitate to pass 
without, attention questions of mere literary interest, and strictly 
limit our examination to these more prominent features.

It is generally admitted, although not altogether without 
exception, that the author of our third synoptic Gospel likewise 
composed the Acts of the Apostles. The linguistic and other 
peculiarities which distinguish the Gospel are equally prominent in 
the Acts. This fact, whilst apparently offering greatly increased

585
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facilities for identifying the author, and actually affording valuable 
material for estimating his work, does not, as we have already 
remarked, really do much towards solving the problem of the 
authorship, inasmuch as the Gospel, like its continuation, is 
anonymous, and we possess no more precise or direct evidence in 
connection with the one than in the case of the other. We have 
already so fully examined the testimony for the third Gospel that 
it is unnecessary for us to recur to it. From about the end of the 
second century we find the Gospel and Acts of the Apostles 
ascribed by ecclesiastical writers to Luke, the companion of the 
Apostle Paul. The fallibility of tradition, and the singular phase 
of literary morality exhibited during the early ages of Christianity, 
render such testimony of little or no value, and in the almost 
total absence of the critical faculty a rank crop of pseudonymic 
writings sprang up and flourished during that period. Some of 
the earlier chapters of this work have given abundant illustra
tions of this fact. It is certain, with regard to the works we 
are considering, that Irenseus is the earliest writer known who 
ascribes them to Luke, and that even tradition, therefore, cannot 
be traced beyond the last quarter of the second century. The 
question i s : Does internal evidence confirm or contradict this 
tradition ?

Luke, the traditional author, is not mentioned by name in the 
Acts of the Apostles. In the Epistle to Philemon his name 
occurs, with those of others, who send greeting, verse 23 : “ There 
salute thee, Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner in Christ Jesus; 24. 
Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow-labourers.” In the 
Epistle to the Colossians, iv. 14, mention is also made of him : 
“ Luke, the beloved physician, salutes you, and Demas.” And, 
again, in the 2 Epistle to Timothy, iv. 10 : “ For Demas forsook 
me, having loved this present world, and departed into Thessa- 
lonica, Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia : i t .  Only Luke 
is with me.”

He is not mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament ;* and 
his name is not again met with till Irenaeus ascribes to him the 
authorship of the Gospel and Acts. There is nothing in these 
Pauline Epistles confirming the statement of the Fathers, but it is 
highly probable that these references to him largely contributed to 
suggest his name as the author of the Acts, its very omission from 
the work itself protecting him from objections connected with the 
passages in the first person to which other followers of Paul 
were exposed. Irenaeus evidently knew nothing about him, except 
what he learnt from these Epistles, and derives from his theory

' It is now universally admitted that the “ Lucius” referred to in Acts xiii. t 
and Rom. xvi. 21 is a different person; although their identity was suggested 
by Origen and the Alexandrian Clement.

Digitized by C x O O Q l e



EVIDENCE REGARDING TH E AUTHORSHIP 587

that Luke wrote the Acts, and speaks as an eye-witness in the 
passages where the first person is used. From these he argues 
that Luke was inseparable front Paul, and was his fellow-worker in 
the Gospel; and he refers, in proof of this, to Acts xvi. 8 f.,1 13 f.,
xx. s f., and the later chapters, all the details of which he supposes 
Luke to have carefully written down. He then continues : “ But 
that he was not only a follower, but likewise a fellow-worker of the 
Apostles, but particularly of Paul, Paul himself has also clearly
shown in the Epistles, saying....... and he quotes 2 Tim. iv. 10,
11, ending, “ Only Luke is with me,” and then adds, “ whence 
he shows that he was always with him and inseparable from him,” 
etc.2 The reasoning of the zealous Father deduces a great deal 
from very little, it will be observed, and in this elastic way tradition 
“ enlarged its borders” and assumed unsubstantial dimensions. 
Later writers have no more intimate knowledge of Luke, although 
Eusebius states that he was bom at Antioch,3 a tradition likewise 
reproduced by Jerome.4 Jerome further identifies Luke with 
“ the brother, whose praise in the Gospel is throughout all the 
churches,” mentioned in 2 Cor. viii. 18, as accompanying Titus to 
Corinth.3 At a later period, when the Church required an early 
artist for its service, Luke the physician was honoured with the 
additional title of painter.6 Epiphanius,? followed later by some 
other writers, represented him to have been one of the seventy-

' The words “ they came down to Troas ” (rare pTiaav els TpwiSa) are here 
translated “ we came to Troas” (nos venimus in Troadem).

3 “  Quoniam non solum prosecutor, sed et coopcrarius fuerit apostolorum, 
m aximt autem Pauli, et ipse autem Paulus manifestavit in epistolis, dicens: 
‘ Demas me dereliquit, et abiit Thessalonicam, Crescens in Galatiam, Titus in 
Dalmatiam. Lucas est mecum solus.' Unde oslendil, quod semper Junclus ei 
et inseparabilis fuerit ab eo” (Adv. liter., iii. 14, § 1).

3 H. E ., iii. 4. 4 De vir. ill., 7.
5 This view was held by Origen, Ambrose, and others of the Fathers, 

who, moreover, suppose Paul to refer to the work of Luke when he speaks of 
“ his Gospel” (also cf. Eusebius, H. E . , iii. 4), an opinion exploded by 
Grotius. Grotius and Olshausen both identify “ the brother” with Luke. 
Many of the Fathers and later writers have variously conjectured him to have 
been Barnabas, Silas, Mark, Trophimus, Gains, and others. This is mere 
guess-work ; but Luke is scarcely seriously advanced in later times. Dr. 
Wordsworth, however, not only does so, but maintains that Paul quotes Luke’s 
Gospel in his Epistles, in one place (1 Tim. v. 18) designating it as Scripture 
(Greek Test., Four Gospels, p. 163, p. 170).

6 Nicephorus, / / .  E . , ii. 43. Dr. Wordsworth, who speaks of “ this divine 
book,” the Acts of the Apostles, with great euthusiasm, says in one place : 
“ The Acts of the Apostles is a portraiture of the Church ; it is an Historical 
Picture delineated by the Holy Ghost guiding the hand of the Evangelical 
Painter St. Luke” (Greek Test., Int. to Acts, 1874, p. 4).

7 Har. li. 11 ; Theophylact (ad Luc. xxiv. 18) suggests the view—considered 
probable by Lange (Leben Jesu, i., p. 252)—that Luke was one of the two 
disciples of the journey to Emmaus. This is the way in which tradition 
works.
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two disciples, whose mission he alone of all New Testament 
writers mentions. The view of the Fathers, arising out of the 
application of their tradition to the features presented by the 
Gospel and Acts, was that Luke composed his Gospel, of the 
events of which he was not an eye-witness, from information 
derived from others, and his Acts of the Apostles from what he 
himself, at least in the parts in which the first person is employed, 
had witnessed.1 It is generally supposed that Luke was not bom 
a Jew, but was a Gentile Christian.

Some writers endeavour to find a confirmation of the tradition, 
that the Gospel and Acts were written by Luke “ the beloved 
physician,” by the supposed use of peculiarly technical medical 
terms; but very little weight is attached by any one to this feeble 
evidence, which is repudiated by most serious critics, and it need 
not detain us.

As there is no indication, either in the Gospel or the Acts, of 
the author’s identity proceeding from himself—and tradition does 
not offer any alternative security—what testimony can be produced 
in support of the ascription of these writings to “ Luke ” ? To 
this question Ewald shall reply. “ In fact,” he says, “ we possess 
only one ground for it, but this is fully sufficient. It lies in the 
designation of the third Gospel as that ‘ according to Luke ’ 
which is found in all MSS. of the four Gospels. For the quota
tions of this particular Gospel under the distinct name of Luke in 
the extant writings of the Fathers begin so late that they cannot 
be compared in antiquity w'ith that superscription; and those 
known to us may probably themselves only go back to this super
scription. We thus depend almost alone on this superscription.”2 
Kwald generally does consider his own arbitrary conjectures “fully 
sufficient,” but it is doubtful whether in this case any one who 
examines this evidence will agree with him. He himself goes on 
to admit, with all other critics, that the superscriptions to our 
Gospels do not proceed from the authors themselves, but were 
added by those who collected them, or by later readers to distin
guish them. There was no author’s name attached to Marcion’s 
Gospel, as we learn from Tertullian.^ Chrysostom very distinctly 
asserts that the Evangelists did not inscribe their names at the 
head of their works,* and he recognises that, but for the authority 
of the primitive Church which added those names, the superscrip
tions could not have proved the authorship of the Gospels. He 
conjectures that the sole superscription which may have been placed

1 Cf. Eusebius,//. E ., iii. 4; llieron., tie vir. ill. 7. We need not discuss 
the views which attributes to Luke the translation or authorship of the Ep. to the 
Hebrews.

a Ewald, Jahrh. bibl. Ii'iss., 1857, 1858, ix., p. 55.
3 Adv. Marc., iv. 2. * Horn. i. in. Epist. ad. A’tn/t.
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by the author of the first Synoptic was simply d ’<ayy(kiov.' It 
might be argued, and indeed has been, that the inscription Kara 
Aovicav, “  according to Luke," instead of ein yyik tov  Aovko., 
“ Gospel of Luke,” does not actually indicate that “ Luke ” wrote 
the work, any more than the superscription to the Gospels, 
“ according to the Hebrews” (xa(f  'E[ipatovs), “ according to 
the Egyptians” (xar A lyvirrlovs), has reference to authorship. 
The Epistles, on the contrary, are directly connected with their 
writers, in the genitive, navAov, H irpov, and so on. This point, 
however, we merely mention en passant. By his own admission, 
therefore, the superscription is simply tradition in another form; 
but, instead of carrying us further back, the superscription on the 
most ancient extant MSS., as for instance the Sinaitic and Vatican 
Codices of the Gospels, does not on the most sanguine estimate of 
their age date earlier than the fourth century. As for the Acts of 
the Apostles, the book is not ascribed to Luke in a single uncial 
MS., and it only begins to appear in various forms in later codices. 
The variation in the titles of the Gospels and Acts in different 
MSS. alone shows the uncertainty of the superscription. It is clear 
that the “ one ground” upon which Ewald admits that the 
evidence for Luke’s authorship is based is nothing but sand, and 
cannot support his tower. He is on the slightest consideration 
thrown back upon the quotations of the Fathers, which begin too 
late for the purpose; and it must be acknowledged that the ascrip
tion of the third Gospel and Acts to Luke rests solely upon late 
and unsupported tradition.

Let it be remembered that, with the exception of the three 
passages in the Pauline Epistles quoted above, we know absolutely 
nothing about Luke. As we have mentioned, it has even been 
doubted whether the designation, “ the beloved physician,” in the 
Epistle to the Colossians, iv. 14, does not distinguish a different 
Luke from the person of that name in the Epistles to Philemon 
and Timothy. If this were the case, our information would be 
further reduced ; but supposing that the same Luke is referred to, 
what does our information amount to? Nothing but the 
fact that a person named Luke was represented by the writer 
of these letters,2 whoever he was, to have been with Paul in Rome, 
and that he was known to the Church of Colossae. There is no 
evidence that this Luke had been a travelling companion of

1 Horn. i. in Matt. Grotius considers that the ancient heading was evayyeXiov 
’Iyfaov Xpurrov, as in some MSS. of our second Synoptic (Annot. in JV. 7 ’., 
L, p. 7). So also Bertholdt, Ein/., iii., p. 1095, and others.

3 We cannot discuss the authenticity of these Epistles in this place, nor 
is it very important that we should do so. Neither can we pause to consider 
whether they were written in Rome, as a majority of critics think, or else
where.
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Paul, or that he ever wrote a line concerning him or had com 
posed a Gospel. He is not mentioned in Epistles written 
during this journey, and the rarity and meagreness of the refer
ences to him would much rather indicate that he had not taken 
any distinguished part in the proclamation of the Gospel. If 
Luke be o larpt*, 6 dyairtjros, and be numbered amongst the 
Apostle’s avvipyoi, Tychicus is equally “ the beloved brother and 
faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord.”1 Onesimus the 
“ faithful and beloved brother,”2 and Aristarchus, Mark the cousin 
of Barnabas, Justus and others, are likewise his irvvtpyoij There 
is no evidence, in fact, that Paul was acquainted with Luke earlier 
than during his imprisonment in Rome, and he seems markedly 
excluded from the Apostle’s work and company by such passages 
as 2 Cor. i. 19. The simple theory that Luke wrote the Acts 
supplies all the rest of the tradition of the Fathers, as we have seen 
in the case of Irenaeus, and to this mere tradition we are confined 
in the total absence of more ancient testimony.

The traditional view, which long continued to prevail undisturbed, 
and has been widely held up to our own day, represents Luke as 
the author of the Acts, and, in the passages where the first person 
is employed, considers that he indicates himself as an actor and 
eye-witness. These passages, where ij/xeis is introduced, present 
a curious problem which has largely occupied the attention of 
critics, and it has been the point most firmly disputed in the long 
controversy regarding the authorship of the Acts. Into this 
literary labyrinth we must not be tempted to enter beyond a very 
short way ; for, however interesting the question may be in itself, 
we are left so completely to conjecture that no result is possible 
which can materially affect our inquiry, and we shall only refer to 
it sufficiently to illustrate the uncertainty which prevails regarding 
the authorship. We shall, however, supply abundant references 
for those who care more minutely to pursue the subject.

After the narrative of the Acts has, through fifteen chapters, 
proceeded uninterruptedly in the third person, an abrupt change 
to the first person plural occurs in the sixteenth chapter.* Paul, 
and at least Timothy, are represented as going through Phrygia 
and Galatia, and at length “ they came down to Troas,” where a 
vision appears to Paul beseeching him to come over into Mace
donia. Then, xvi. 10, proceeds: “ And after he saw the vision, 
immediately we endeavoured (‘f’Trrjtra/iev) to go forth into 
Macedonia, concluding that God had called us (tj/*as) to preach

1 6 iyamp-in &Sc\<p6i icai run-in Si&kovoi *a! <rtiriov\ot ir  Kvpttp. Coloss, 
iv. 7.

2 Coloss. iv. 9. 3 I t . ,  iv. 10, 11 ; Philem. 23, 24.
4 It is unnecessary to discuss whether xiv. 22 belongs to the iputs sections 

or not.
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the Gospel unto them.” After verse 17 the direct form of narra
tive is as suddenly dropped as it was taken up, and does not 
reappear until xx. 5, when, without explanation, it is resumed and 
continued for ten verses. It is then again abandoned, and recom
menced in xxi. 1-18, and xxvii. 1, xxviii. 16.

It is argued by those who adopt the traditional view that it 
would be an instance of unparalleled negligence, in so careful a 
writer as the author of the third Synoptic and Acts, to have com
posed these sections from documents lying before him, written by 
others, leaving them in the form of a narrative in the first person, 
whilst the rest of his work was written in the third, and that, with
out doubt, he would have assimilated such portions to the form of 
the rest. On the other hand, he himself makes distinct use 
of the first person in Luke i. 1-3 and Acts i. 1, and consequently 
prepares the reader to expect that, where it is desirable, he will 
resume the direct mode of communication; and in support of 
this supposition it is asserted that the very same peculiarities of 
style and language exist in the i//xas passages as in the rest of 
the work. The adoption of the direct form of narrative, in short, 
merely indicates that the author himself was present and an eye
witness of what he relates, and that writing as he did for the 
information of Theophilus, who was well aware of his personal 
participation in the journeys he records, it was not necessary for 
him to give any explanation of his occasional use of the first 
person.

Is the abrupt and singular introduction of the first person in 
these particular sections of his work, without a word of explana
tion, more intelligible and reasonable upon the traditional theory 
of their being by the author himself as an eye-witness ? On the 
contrary, it is maintained, the phenomenon on that hypothesis 
becomes much more inexplicable. On examining the »}/xas 
sections it will be observed that they consist almost entirely of an 
itinerary of journeys, and that, while the chronology of the rest of 
the Acts is notably uncertain and indefinite, these passages enter 
into the minutest details of daily movements (xvi. 11, 12 ; xx. 6, 
7, 11, 15; xxi. 1, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 18; xxvii. 2; xxviii. 7, 12, 14); 
of the route pursued, and places through which often they 
merely pass (xvi. 11, 12 ; xx. 5, 6, 13, 15 ; xxi. 1-3, 7 ; xxvii. 2 f.; 
xxviii. 11-15), and record the most trifling circumstances (xvi. 12; 
xx. 13; xxi. 2, 3, 15; xxviii. 2, 11). The distinguishing feature 
of these sections, in fact, is generally asserted to be the stamp which 
they bear, above all other parts of the Acts, of intimate personal 
knowledge of the circumstances related.

Is it not, however, exceedingly remarkable that the author of 
the Acts should intrude his own personality merely to record these 
minute details of voyages and journeys—that his appearance as
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an eye-witness should be almost wholly limited to the itinerary of 
Paul’s journeys and to portions of his history which are of very 
subordinate interest? The voyage and shipwreck are thus 
narrated with singular minuteness of detail, but if we consider 
the matter for a moment, it will become apparent that this 
elaboration of the narrative is altogether disproportionate to 
the importance of the voyage in the history of the early 
Church. The traditional view, indeed, is fatal to the claims 
of the Acts as testimony for the great mass of miracles it contains, 
for the author is only an eye-witness of what is comparatively un
important and commonplace. The writer’s intimate acquaintance 
with the history of Paul, and his claim to participation in his work, 
begin and end with his actual journeys. With very few excep
tions, as soon as the Apostle stops anywhere, he ceases to speak 
as an eye-witness, and relapses into vagueness and the third person. 
At the very time when minuteness of detail would have been most 
interesting, he ceases to be minute. A very long and important 
period of Paul’s life is covered by the narrative between xvi. io, 
where the rjptis sections begin, and xxviii. 16, where they end ; 
but, although the author goes with such extraordinary detail into 
the journeys to which they are confined, how bare and unsatisfac
tory is the account of the rest of Paul’s career during that time 1 
How eventful that career must have been we learn from 2 Cor. xi. 
23-26. In any case, the author who could be so minute in his 
record of an itinerary, apparently could not, or would not, be 
minute in his account of more important matters in his history. 
In the few verses, ix. 1-30, chiefly occupied by an account of 
Paul’s conversion, is comprised all that the author has to tell of 
three years of the Apostle’s life, and into xi. 19-xiv. are com
pressed the events of fourteen years of his history (cf. Gal ii. 1). 
If the author of those portions be the same writer who is so 
minute in his daily itinerary in the 1}/«ts sections, his sins of 
omission and commission are of a very startling character. To 
say nothing more severe here, upon the traditional theory he is an 
elaborate trifler.

Does the use of the first person in Luke i. 1-3 and Acts. i. 1 in 
any way justify or prepare the way for the sudden and unexplained 
introduction of the first person in the sixteenth chapter ? Certainly 
not. The cyiu in these passages is used solely in the personal 
address to Theophilus, is limited to the brief explanation contained 
in what may be called the dedication or preface, and is at once 
dropped when the history begins. If the prologue of the Gospel 
be applied to the Acts, moreover, the use of earlier documents is 
at once implied, which would rather justify the supposition that 
these passages are part of some diary, from which the general 
editor made extracts. Besides, there is no explanation in the Acts
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which, in the slightest degree, connects the <y<u with the »)/*«$. 
To argue that explanation was unnecessary, as Theophilus and 
early readers were well acquainted with the fact that the author 
was a fellow-traveller with the Apostle, and, therefore, at once 
understood the meaning of “ We,” would destroy the utility of the 
direct form of communication altogether; for, if Theophilus knew 
this, there was obviously no need to introduce the first person at 
all in so abrupt and singular a way, more especially to chronicle 
minute details of journeys which possess comparatively little 
interest. Moreover, writing for Theophilus, we might reasonably 
expect that he should have stated where and when he became 
associated with Paul, and explained the reasons why he again left 
and rejoined him. Ewald suggests that possibly the author 
intended to have indicated his name more distinctly at the end of 
his w o r k b u t  this merely shows that, argue as he will, he feels 
the necessity for such an explanation. The conjecture is negatived, 
however, by the fact that no name is subsequently added. As in 
the case of the fourth Gospel, of course, the “ incomparable 
modesty ” theory is suggested as the reason why the author does 
not mention his own name, and explain the adoption of the first 
person in the passages; but to base theories such as this 
upon the modesty or elevated views of a perfectly unknown 
writer is obviously too arbitrary a proceeding to be permissible. 
There is, besides, exceedingly little modesty in a writer forcing 
himself so unnecessarily into notice, for he does not represent 
himself as taking any active part in the events narrated; and, as 
the mere chronicler of days of sailing and arriving, he might well 
have remained impersonal to the end.

On the other hand, supposing the general editor of the Acts to 
have made use of written sources of information, and, amongst 
others, of the diary of a companion of the Apostle Paul, it is not so 
strange that, for one reason or another, he should have allowed the 
original direct form of communication to stand whilst incorpo
rating parts of it with his work. Instances have been pointed out 
in which a similar retention of the first or third person, in a 
narrative generally written otherwise, is accepted as the indication 
of a different written source, as, for instance, in Ezra vii. 27 -ix .; 
Nehemiah viii.-x .; in the Book of Tobit i. 1-3, iii. 7 f., and 
other places f  and Schwanbeck has pointed out many instances of 
a similar kind amongst the chroniclers of the Middle Ages.s 
There are various ways in which the retention of the first person 
in these sections, supposing them to have been derived from some

' Gcsth. d. V. h r .,  vi., p. 34, anm. I ; Jahrb. bib!. IViss., ix., p. 52.
* Ewald, Gesch. d. V. h r .,  1864, i., p. 278; Hilgenfeld, F.inl. N. T., 

p. 607.
3 Quellen d. Schr. des Lukas, i., p. 188 f.

2 Q
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other written source, might be explained. The simple suppo
sition that the author, either through carelessness or oversight, 
allowed the rj/xti? to stand is not excluded; and, indeed, some 
critics maintain both the third Gospel and the Acts to be 
composed of materials derived from various sources and put 
together with little care or adjustment. The author might 
also have inserted these fragments of the diary of a fellow- 
traveller of Paul, and retained the original form of the document 
to strengthen the apparent credibility of his own narrative; or, as 
many critics believe, he may have allowed the first person of the 
original document to remain, in order himself to assume the 
character of eye-witness, and of companion of the Apostle. As 
we shall see in the course of our examination of the Acts, the 
general procedure of the author is by no means of a character to 
discredit such an explanation.

We shall not enter into any discussion of the sources from 
which critics maintain that the author compiled his work. It is 
sufficient to say that, whilst some profess to find definite traces 
of many documents, few if any deny that the writer made 
more or less use of earlier materials. It is quite true that the 
characteristics of the general author’s style are found throughout 
the whole work. The Acts are no mere aggregate of scraps 
collected and rudely joined together, but the work of one author, 
in the sense that whatever materials he may have used for its 
composition were carefully assimilated, and subjected to thorough 
and systematic revision to adapt them to his purpose. But how
ever completely this process was carried out, and his materials 
interpenetrated by his own peculiarities of style and language, he 
did not succeed in entirely obliterating the traces of independent 
written sources. Some writers maintain that there is a very 
apparent difference between the first twelve chapters and the 
remainder of the work, and profess to detect a much more 
Hebraistic character in the language of the earlier portion, 
although this is not received without demur. As regards the 
rj/j-fU sections, whilst it is admitted that these fragments have 
in any case been much manipulated by the general editor, and 
largely contain his general characteristics of language, it is at the 
same time affirmed that they present distinct foreign peculiarities, 
which betray a borrowed document. Even critics who maintain 
the »}/n€ts sections to be by the same writer who composed the 
rest of the book point out the peculiarly natural character and 
minute knowledge displayed in these passages, as distinguishing 
them from the rest of the Acts. This, of course, they attribute to 
the fact that the author there relates his personal experiences ; 
but even'with this explanation it is apparent that all who maintain 
the traditional view do recognise peculiarities in these sections,
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by which they justify the ascription of them to an eye-witness. 
For the reasons which have been very briefly indicated, therefore, 
and upon other strong grounds, some of which will be presently 
stated, a very large mass of the ablest critics have concluded that 
the rjiMis sections were not composed by the author of the 
rest of the Acts, but that they are part of the diary of some com
panion of the Apostle Paul, of which the author of Acts made 
use for his work, and that the general writer of the work, and con
sequently of the third Synoptic, was not Luke at all.

A careful study of the contents of the Acts cannot, we think, 
leave any doubt that the work could not have been written by any 
companion or intimate friend of the Apostle Paul. In here 
briefly indicating some of the reasons for this statement, we shall 
be under the necessity of anticipating, without much explanation 
or argument, points which will be more fully discussed further on, 
and which now, stated without preparation, may not be sufficiently 
clear to some readers. They may hereafter seem more conclusive. 
It is unreasonable to suppose that a friend or companion could 
have written so unhistorical and defective a history of the Apostle’s 
life and teaching. The Pauline Epistles are nowhere directly 
referred to, but where we can compare the narrative and represen
tations of Acts with the statements of the Apostle they are strik
ingly contradictory. His teaching in the one scarcely presents a 
trace o f the strong and clearly defined doctrines of the other, and 
the character and conduct of the Paul of Acts are altogether dif
ferent from those of Paul of the Epistles. According to Paul 
himself (Gal. i. 16-18), after his conversion he communicated not 
with flesh and blood, neither went up to Jerusalem to those who 
were apostles before him, but immediately went away into Arabia, 
and returned to Damascus, and only after three years he went up 
to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and abode with him fifteen days, 
during which visit none other of the Apostles did he see “ save 
James, the brother of the Lord.” If assurance of the correctness 
of these details were required, Paul gives it by adding (v. 20): 
“ Now the things which I am writing to you, behold before God I 
lie not.” According to Acts (ix. 19-30), however, the facts are 
quite different. Paul immediately begins to preach in Damascus, 
does not visit Arabia at all, but, on the contrary, goes to Jerusalem, 
where, under the protection of Barnabas (v. 26, 27), he is intro
duced to the Apostles, and “ was with them going in and out.” 
According to Paul (Gal. i. 22), his face was after that unknown 
unto the churches of Judaea, whereas, according to Acts, not only 
was he “ going in and out” at Jerusalem with the Apostles, but 
(ix. 29) preached boldly in the name of the Lord, and (Acts xxvi. 
20) “ in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Jud;ea ” he 
urged to repentance. According to Paul (Gal. ii. 1 f.), after fourteen
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years he went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus, 
“ according to a revelation,” and “ privately ” communicated his 
Gospel “ to those who seemed to be something,” as, with some 
irony, he calls the Apostles. In words still breathing irritation 
and determined independence, Paul relates to the Galatians the 
particulars of that visit—how great pressure had been exerted to 
compel Titus, though a Greek, to be circumcised, “ that they 
might bring us into bondage,” to whom “ not even for an hour 
did we yield the required subjection.” He protests, with proud 
independence, that the Gospel which he preaches was not received 
from man (Gal. i. n ,  12), but revealed to him by God (verses 15, 
16); and during this visit (ii. 6, 7) “ from those seeming to be 
something ( i w  8 o k o v v t < o v  d v a . 1  t i ) ,  whatsoever they were it 
maketh no matter to me—God accepteth not man’s person—for 
to me those who seemed (ol SokoCvt«s) communicated nothing 
additional.” According to Acts, after his conversion Paul is 
taught by a man named Ananias what he must do (ix. 6, xxii. 10); 
he makes visits to Jerusalem (xi. 30, xii. 25, etc.), which are ex
cluded by Paul’s own explicit statements; and a widely different 
report is given (xv. 1 f.) of the second visit. Paul does not go, 
“ according to a revelation,” but is deputed by the Church of 
Antioch, with Barnabas, in consequence of disputes regarding the 
circumcision of Gentiles, to lay the case before the Apostles and 
Elders at Jerusalem. It is almost impossible in the account here 
given of proceedings characterised throughout by perfect harmony, 
forbearance, and unanimity of views, to recognise the visit de
scribed by Paul. Instead of being private, the scene is a general 
council of the Church. The fiery independence of Paul is trans
formed into meekness and submission. There is not a word of 
the endeavour to compel him to have Titus circumcised—all is 
peace and undisturbed goodwill. Peter pleads the cause of Paul, 
and is more Pauline in his sentiments than Paul himself, and in 
the very presence of Paul claims to have been selected by God to 
be the Apostle of the Gentiles (xv. 7-11). Not a syllable is said of 
the scene at Antioch shortly after (Gal. ii. 11 f.), so singularly at 
variance with the proceedings of the council, when Paul withstood 
Cephas to the face. Then, who would recognise the Paul of the 
Epistles in the Paul of Acts, who makes such repeated journeys to 
Jerusalem to attend Jewish feasts (xviii. 21,1 xix. 21, xx. 16, xxiv. 
11, 17, 18); who, in his journeys, halts on the days when a Jew 
may not travel (xx. 5, 6); who shaves his head at Cenchrea 
because of a vow (xviii. 18); who, at the recommendation of the 
Apostles, performs that astonishing act of Nazariteship in the

1 The Sinaitic, Vatican, and Alexandrian, with other ancient codices, omit : 
“ I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem.”
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Temple (xxi. 23), and afterwards follows it up by a defence of such 
“excellent dissembling” (xxiii. 6, xxiv. 11 f.); who circumcises 
Timothy, the son of a Greek and of a Jewess, with his own hands 
(xvi. 1-3, cf. Gal. v. 2); and who is so little the apostle of the 
uncircumcision that he only tardily goes to the Gentiles when 
rejected by the Jews (cf. xviii. 6). Paul is not only robbed of the 
honour of being the first Apostle of the Gentiles, which is con
ferred upon Peter, but the writer seems to avoid even calling him 
an apostle at all, the only occasions upon which he does so being 
indirect (xiv. 4, 14) ; and the title equally applied to Barnabas, 
whose claim to it is more than doubted. The passages in which 
this occurs, moreover, are not above suspicion, “ the Apostles” 
being omitted in Cod. D. (Bezae) from xiv. 14. The former verse 
in that codex has important variations from other MSS.

If we cannot believe that the representation actually given of 
Paul in the Acts could proceed from a friend or companion of the 
Apostle, it is equally impossible that such a person could have 
written his history with so many extraordinary imperfections and 
omissions. We have already pointed out that between chs. ix.-xiv. 
are compressed the events of seventeen of the most active years 
of the Apostle’s life, and also that a long period is comprised 
within the i)/x«s sections, during which such minute details of 
the daily itinerary are given. The incidents reported, however, 
are quite disproportionate to those which are omitted. We have 
no record, for instance, of his visit to Arabia at so interesting a 
portion of his career (Gal. i. 17), although the particulars of his 
conversion are repeated with singular variations no less than three 
times (ix., xxii., xxvi.); nor of his preaching in Illyria (Rom. 
xv. 19);  nor of the incident referred to in Rom. xvi. 3, 4. 
The momentous adventures in the cause of the Gospel 
spoken of in 2 Cor. xi. 23 f. receive scarcely any illustration in 
Acts, nor is any notice taken of his fighting with wild beasts at 
Ephesus (1 Cor. xv. 32), which would have formed an episode full 
of serious interest. What, again, was “ the affliction which 
happened in Asia,” which so overburdened even so energetic a 
nature as that of the Apostle that “ he despaired even of 
life” ? (2 Cor. ii. 8 f.). Some light upon these points might 
reasonably have been expected from a companion of Paul. Then, 
xvii. 14-16, xviii. 5, contradict 1 Thess. iii. 1, 2, in a way scarcely 
possible in such a companion, present with the Apostle at Athens ; 
and in like manner the representation in xxviii. 17-22 is incon
sistent with such a person, ignoring as it does the fact that there 
already was a Christian Church in Rome (Ep. to Romans). We 
do not refer to the miraculous elements so thickly spread over the 
narrative of the Acts, and especially in the episode xvi. 25 f., which 
is inserted in the first section, as irreconcilable with the
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character of an eye-witness, because it is precisely the miraculous 
portion of the book which is on its trial; but we may ask whether 
it would have been possible for such a friend, acquainted with the 
Apostle’s representations in i Cor. xiv. 2 f., cf. xii.-xiv., and the 
phenomena there described, to speak of the gift of “ tongues” at 
Pentecost as the power of speaking different languages (ii. 4-11, 
cf. x. 46, xix. 6) ?

It will readily be understood that we have here merely rapidly, 
and by way of illustration, referred to a few of the points which 
seem to preclude the admission that the general author of the Acts 
could be an eye-witness, or companion of the Apostle Paul; and 
this will become more apparent as we proceed, and more closely 
examine the contents of the book. Who that author was, there 
are now no means of ascertaining. The majority of critics who 
have most profoundly examined the problem presented by the 
Acts, however, and who do not admit Luke to be the general 
author, are agreed that the author compiled the »j/x«s sections from 
a diary kept by some companion of the Apostle Paul during the 
journeys and voyages to which they relate, but opinion is very 
divided as to the person to whom that diary must be ascribed. It 
is, of course, recognised that the various theories regarding his 
identity are merely based upon conjecture, but they have long 
severely exercised critical ingenuity. A considerable party adopt 
the conclusion that the diary was probably written by Luke. This 
theory has certainly the advantage of whatever support may be 
derived from tradition ; and it has been conjectured, not without 
probability, that this diary, being either written by, or originally 
attributed to, Luke, may possibly have been the source from which, 
in course of time, the whole of the Acts, and consequently the 
Gospel, came to be ascribed to Luke. The selection of a com
paratively less known name than that of Timothy, Titus, or Silas, 
for instance, may thus be explained ; but, besides, it has the great 
advantage that, the name of Luke never being mentioned in the 
Acts, he is not exposed to criticism, which lias found serious 
objections to the claims of other better known followers of 
Paul.

There are many critics who find difficulties in the way of 
accepting Luke as the author of the “ we ” sections, and who 
adopt the theory that they were probably composed by Timothy. 
It is argued that, if Luke had been the writer of this diary', 
he must have been in very close relations to Paul, having 
been his companion during the Apostle’s second mission, as 
well as during the later European journey, and finally during 
the eventful voyage of Paul as a prisoner from Caesarea to 
Rome. Under these circumstances, it is natural to expect 
that Paul should mention him in his earlier epistles, written
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before the Roman imprisonment, but this he nowhere does. For 
instance, no reference is made to Luke in either of the letters 
to the Corinthians, nor in those to the Thessalonians; but, 
on the other hand, Timothy’s name, together with that of Silvanus 
(or Silas), is joined to Paul’s in the two letters to the Thessalonians, 
besides being mentioned in the body of the first Epistle (iii. 2, 6); 
and he is repeatedly and affectionately spoken of in the earlier 
letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 10), and his name is 
likewise combined with the Apostle’s in the second Epistle 
(2 Cor. i. 1), as well as mentioned in the body of the letter, along 
with that of Silvanus, as a fellow-preacher with Paul. In the 
Epistle to the Philippians, later, the name of Luke does not appear, 
although, had he been the companion of the Apostle from Troas, 
he must have been known to the Philippians; but, on the other 
hand, Timothy is again associated in the opening greeting of that 
Epistle. Timothy is known to have been a fellow-worker with the 
Apostle, and to have accompanied him in his missionary journeys; 
and he is repeatedly mentioned in the Acts as the companion of 
Paul, and the first occasion is precisely where the sections
commence." In connection with Acts xv. 40, xvi. 3, 10, it is 
considered that Luke is quite excluded from the possibility of 
being the companion who wrote the diary we are discussing, by 
the Apostle’s own words in 2 Cor. i. 19: “ For the Son of God, 
Christ Jesus, who was preached among you by us, by me and 
Silvanus and Timothy,” etc. The eye-witness who wrote the 
journal from which the rjpwis sections are taken must have been 
with the Apiostle in Corinth, and, it is of course always asserted, 
must have been one of his trvvtpyai, and preached the Gospel. Is 
it possible, on the supposition that this fellow-labourer was Luke, 
that the Apiostle could in so marked a manner have excluded his 
name by clearly defining that “ u s” only meant himself and 
Silvanus and Timothy ? Mayerhoff2 has gone even further than 
the critics we have referred to, and maintains Timothy to be the 
author of the third Synoptic and of Acts.

We may add that some writers have conjectured Silas to 
be the author of the rjpus sections, and others have referred them 
to Titus. It is evident that, whether the rjpwis sections be by the 
unknown author of the rest of the Acts or be part of a diary by 
some unknown companion of Paul, introduced into the work by 
the general editor, they do not solve the problem as to the identity 
of the author, who remains absolutely unknown.

It may be well here to state various other reasons which seem to 
confirm this result, and to indicate a later date than is usually

1 xvi. I f. ; cf. xvii. 14, 15 ; xviii. 5 ; xix. 22 ; xx. 4.
2 Einl. petr. Schriften, p. 6 f.
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assigned to the composition both of the third Gospel and the 
Acts of the Apostles.

We learn from the prologue to the Gospel, i. 1-3, that, before 
it was composed, a considerable evangelical literature had already 
come into existence. It seems evident, from the expressions 
used, that the generation of those who, as eye-witnesses, delivered 
(iraptSoerav) the reports upon which the Gospel narratives were 
based, had already passed away, and at least a second generation 
had undertaken to put them into writing, to which, at the very 
most, the writer may, in accordance with his own words, have 
belonged. It must be observed, however, that the passage by no 
means limits us to close proximity in time between the writer and 
those who delivered the substance of the Gospel narratives ;■ but, 
on the contrary, in representing that “ many ” had previously 
undertaken to set them forth, a considerable lapse of time is 
necessarily implied. When we look further into the Gospel, we 
find unmistakable indications that the work was written long after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and that variations introduced into 
the eschatological speeches put into the mouth of Jesus were 
modifications after the event. Let the reader carefully compare 
Matthew xxiv. 15 f., Mark xiii. 14 f., with Luke xxi. 20 f., where 
it is said, verse 20, “ And when ye shall see Jerusalem, compassed 
with armies, then know that the desolation thereof is at hand 
and in verse 24, “ And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and shall be led captive into all the nations, and Jerusalem shall 
be trodden by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.”1 We have here a much more precise statement of facts 
than the mysterious reference in the other Synoptics written 
at an early period after the fall of the Holy City. The destruction 
of Jerusalem not only has taken place, but the place has 
long been trodden by the Gentiles. Had its fall only been 
recent, there would have been no motive for postponing the 
fulfilment of the prophecy ; but a long time had passed away, and 
there was no immediate prospect of change, so the accomplishment 
was assigned to the vague epoch when “ the times of the Gentiles ” 
should be “ fulfilled.” In the first two Synoptics the second 
advent and the end of all things are closely connected with the 
destruction of Jerusalem, whereas in the third they are carefully 
separated. The first Gospel says, xxiv. 29, “ And immediately 
(a’Mias) after the tribulation of those days ” the end shall come.

1 In Matt. xxiv. 3 the disciples inquire : “ When shall these things be? and 
what the sign of thy coining and of the end of the world ?” In Luke xxi. 7 : 
“ When shall these things lie ? and what the sign when these are about to 
come to pass ?’’ The words quoted in the text from xxi. 24 are those which, 
according to several, determine that the work cannot have been written 
after the rebuilding of /Elia Capitolina.
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The second Synoptic has, xiii. 24, “ But in these days (tv ck«vous 
rcui Tjiupais), after that tribulation,” etc.; but the third Gospel no 
longer connects these events with the second coming (cf. Luke
xxi. 25), but rather seems to oppose the representation of the first 
Synoptic; for, after referring to the wars and tumults (Luke 
xxi. 9), the writer adds, “ but the end is not immediately (owe 
eidtu*;) and earlier (xvii. 20 f.), to the question of the Pharisees, 
when the kingdom of God should come, Jesus replies: “ The 
kingdom of God cometh not with observation, nor shall they say, 
Lo here, lo there ! for behold, the kingdom of God is within you.” 
The passage in Matt. x. 23, “ But when they persecute you in 
this city, flee into the other; for verily I say unto you, ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of Man be 
come,” which might have seemed suitable in some primitive Gospel, 
from which probably our first synoptist derived it, has now lost 
all significance, and is altogether omitted by the third, although he 
evidently wishes to give the discourses of Jesus with the greatest 
fulness. In the fourth Gospel, still more, all such sayings are 
omitted, as no longer applicable through lapse of time. The 
third synoptist likewise omits such details of that which is to take 
place after the coming of the Son of Man as are given in the 
other two Gospels (Matt. xxiv. 30, 31; Mark xiii. 27); and even 
the words of the first and second Synoptics, Matt. xxiv. 33,
“ When ye shall see all these things, know that he is near at the 
doors ” (cf. Mark xiii. 29), are modified into (xxi. 28), “ And 
when these things begin to come to pass, look up and lift up your 
heads, for your redemption draweth near”; ver. 31, “ When ye 
shall see these things coming to pass, know that the kingdom of God 
is near.” It is difficult impartially to note such altogether peculiar 
and characteristic alterations of these eschatological sayings, 
without recognising that they proceed from a marked change in 
the historical circumstances at the time of the writer, which 
rendered such modifications necessary to preserve the significance 
of the prophecies. That these variations arose from such 
influence, and are indicative of a later period, is a fact recognised - 
by able critics of all schools. We might add various other 
passages which show, by their modifications, an advanced stage of 
Christian development. For instance, the third Synoptic has, 
vi. 21 : “ Blessed are ye that hunger now, for ye shall be filled; 
blessed are ye that weep now, for ye shall laugh. 22. Blessed 
are ye when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate 
you from their company, and shall reproach, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake” (cf. Matt. v. 4, 6, 11).
It is scarcely possible to ignore the special application of 
these passages to Christians who had already been subjected to 
persecutions and reproach, not only in the insertion of the
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significant fw , but still more in verse 22 compared with 
Matt. v. n . 1 And, again, a similar modification exists in 
Luke xii. 3. The first Gospel (x. 27) has, “ What I tell you in 
the darkness speak in the light; and what ye hear in the ear, 
preach upon the housetops.” This is altogether omitted by the 
second synoptist, and it had so little significance left for the third, 
when Christianity, which had once been taught secretly and in 
private, had long been so widely preached that even the passage 
Matt. x. 23 had to be erased, that it was altered to (xii. 3): 
“ Therefore, whatsoever ye said (tiVart) in the darkness shall be 
heard in the light; and that which ye spake (ikakr/a-aTf) in the 
ear in the closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops.”

Along with these alterations and modifications which directly 
tend to push back the limits of the prophecies, and yet to 
leave room for their long-delayed fulfilment, the third synoptist 
still retains the final indication of the first and second Gospels,’ 
xxi. 32 : “  Verily I say unto you that this generation (rj yevea a v n j)  
shall not pass away till all be fulfilled.” Whilst the ablest critics, 
therefore, to a great extent agree that the variations elsewhere 
introduced by the third synoptist demonstrate the standpoint of a 
later age, a difference of opinion arises as to how far back the 
writer could be removed from the destruction of Jerusalem, with
out exceeding the line drawn, in the verse just quoted, by the 
words “ this generation.” On the one hand, it is maintained that 
many of that generation, who had been direct eye-witnesses of the 
appearance of Jesus, must still have been alive when this was 
written to justify the expression. How did the writer interpret the 
traditional ytvta aim;, which he still retained, within which the 
second advent was to take place ? As he omitted Matt. x. 23 and 
modified in such a manner the eschatological prophecies, it is 
obvious that, if he intelligently retained the term “this generation," 
he must have understood it in its widest sense, and this we shall 
find he was justified in doing by the practice of the time. It has 
been, we think, clearly proved by Baur and others3 that the word 
yev td  was understood to express the duration of the longest life, 
like the latin  sceculumA Baur rightly argues that the generation 
would not be considered as “ passed away ” so- long as even one of

1 Ewald, Jahrb. bib/. Wiss., iii., p. 144.
* Cf. Matt. xxiv. 34; Mark xiii. 30.
3 Baur, Theo!. Jahrb., 1849, p. 317 f.; Hilgenfeld, Die E w . Ju stin s, p. 367 f.: 

Die Evangelien, p. 212; Einl. N. T ., p. 609; Zeller, Theol. Jahrb., 1852, 
p. 229; Die Aposteige.uA., p. 467.

4 Baur quotes Censorinus, a writer of the third century : “ Steeu/um a t  
spatium vilce humaiue longissimum partu et morle definitum. Quare qui unites 
triginta siemlum putarunt, mu/titm videnturerrasse" (Dedie N at.,c . 17; Thee!. 
Jahrb., 1849, p. 318, anm. 1).
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that generation remained alive. Now, the fact is, as he points out, 
that if the Apostle John was still living at the beginning of Trajan’s 
reign, the date of his death being commonly set a . d . 99-100, 
many who read John xxi. 23 long after that period may very 
probably have supposed him to be still alive. Indeed, that passage 
of the fourth Gospel, indicative of a belief in the advent within 
the lifetime of the Apostle, has a direct bearing upon the interpre
tation which we are discussing. According to Hegesippus,1 again, 
Symeon of Jerusalem was martyred under Trajan a .i) . ro7, at the 
age of 120 years, he says, and he was one of the “ generation ” in 
question, as was also Ignatius, if the tradition regarding him is to 
be believed, who died a martyr a . d . 115-116. Then Quadratus, 
who presented an Apology to the Emperor Hadrian about 
a.d. 126, states, in a fragment preserved by Eusebius, that some of 
those who were healed by Jesus were still living in his own times.2 
A writer at the end of the first quarter of the second century, 
therefore, might consider that the generation had not yet passed 
away. Hilgenfeld3 points out that Irenasus, in the last book of 
his great work, written at the very end of the second century, 
speaking of the Apocalyptic vision, says: “ For it is not a long 
time ago it was seen, but nearly in our own generation (ycvta), 
towards the end of Domitian’s (f 96) reign.”'* Irenaeus, therefore, 
speaks of something* which he supposes to happen about a century 
before, as all but in his own ytvta ,  and it must be noted that 
the phrase aAAd crxtSov ort rijs ijfitrepa.*; ytvcas  is rendered 
in the ancient Latin version : “sedpene sub nostro scecu lo Another 
instance occurs in the remarks of Hegesippus preserved by 
Eusebius. Hegesippus says that the Church remained pure from 
heresy till the generation (ytvtd) of those who had heard the 
Apostles had passed away,5 and this he dates in the reign of 
Trajan. The expression in Luke xxi. 32 is not, we think, in con
tradiction with the late date to which other potent considerations 
seem to assign the third Synoptic. It will be seen that the internal 
evidence supplied by the Acts of the Apostles still further confirms 
the indications of a late date in the Gospel itself.

The Acts of the Apostles being the Stvrtpos Aoyos, of course, 
it was composed later than the Gospel; and there is good reason 
for believing that a considerable interval occurred before the 
second work was written. According to the traditional view, some 
ten years probably elapsed between the production of the two 
works, and the interval could certainly not well be less. It will be 
remembered that the author not only repeats particulars of the

‘ Eusebios, H. E ., iii., 32. 3 /b ., iv. 3. 3 Die E m . Justin's, p. 367 f.
4 Irenaeus, Adv. Herr., v. 30, § 3 ; Eusebius, H. E . , iii. 18; v. 8.
5 Eusebius, H. E . , iii. 32.
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Ascension, but that the account of it which is given in Acts i. 3-9 
differs materially from that of the Gospel. The names of the 
Twelve, moreover, are detailed (i. 13), although they had already 
been given in the former work, vi. 14-16.' One or two curious 
modifications are further made, which certainly indicate a more 
advanced period. The author represents the disciples as asking 
the risen Jesus (i. 6): “ Lord, dost thou at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel ?” To which answer is made : “ It is not for 
you to know times or seasons which the Father appointed by his 
own authority. But ye shall receive power through the coming 
upon you of the Holy Ghost, and ye shall be my witnesses both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judaea and in Samaria, and unto the utter
most parts of the earth.” Having spoken this, Jesus is immedi
ately lifted up, and a cloud receives him out of their sight. We 
believe that the chief motive for which this singular episode was 
introduced was to correct the anticipations raised by the eschato
logical prophecies in chap. xxi. of the Gospel. These prophecies 
had already been modified, as we have seen, to suit the altered 
circumstances of the times, and the inconvenient expression 
“ this generation ” is quietly removed. There is no longer any 
definite limitation in the statement, “ It is not for you to know 
times or seasons,” accompanied by the vista of testimony to be 
borne, “ unto the uttermost parts of the earth.” We are here, 
unmistakably, in the second century, to which also the whole 
character of the Acts leads us.

There is an allusion to Gaza in the Acts which has been much 
discussed, and also advanced as an indication of date. In the 
account of the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch the angel is 
represented as saying to Philip (viii. 26) : “ Arise and go toward 
the south, unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem to Gaza, 
which is desert (aSn; «rrtv tpnffwi).” The city of Gaza, after 
having been taken and destroyed by Alexander the Great, was 
rebuilt by the pro-consul Gabinius' (c. 58 b.c .), but it was again 
destroyed, by the Jews themselves, shortly before the siege of 
Jerusalem.3 The expression, “ this is desert,” may grammatically 
be applied either to the “ way” or to “ Gaza” itself. Those who 
consider that ep>//tos refers to Gaza, of course understand the 
word as describing the devastated condition of the place, and 
some of them argue that, as the latest date referred to in Acts, the 
two years’ imprisonment of Paul, carries the history up to a .d .  64, 
and the destruction of Gaza took place about a .d .  66— probably 
somewhat later—the description was applied to Gaza by the author 
as a parenthetic allusion, its destruction being quite recent at the 
time when the Acts were written. On the other side, it is

1 Josephus, Antiq., xiv. 5, § 3. 3 lb. B ell.Ju d ., ii. 18, § 1.
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contended that, as there was more than one way—as there still is— 
from Jerusalem to Gaza, the angel simply indicated the particular 
way by which Philip was to go so as to meet the Ethiopian : “ this 
way is desert,” and consequently little frequented. Applied to the 
way and identifying it, the description has direct and perfectly 
simple significance; whereas, understood as a reference to the state 
of Gaza itself, it is certainly an unnecessary display of local or 
historical knowledge. The majority of critics connect e/ô /ios with 
060s, and not with Gaza ;* but in any case the expression 
has really no value for the establishment of a date, for, even 
supposing the words applied to Gaza, there is no limit to the time 
when such a reference might have been made. A writer at the 
middle of the second century, for instance, describing an episode 
supposed to occur near Gaza, and knowing of its destruction from 
Josephus, or possibly having it suggested by some older legend, 
might have inserted the detail, whether applied to Gaza or to the 
road to it, as a dash of local colouring.

We now arrive at the point which suggested the present discus
sion : the apparent indications of contact between Luke and 
Josephus. Holtzmann and others’ have pointed out that the 
author of the Gospel and Acts has been very sensibly influenced 
by the works of Josephus, which were certainly largely circulated 
in Rome, where most critics conjecture that our two canonical 
books were written. Supposing the use of the writings of the 
Jewish historian to be demonstrated, it is obvious that we have a 
very important fact to guide us in determining an ejxjch beyond 
which the composition of the third Synoptic cannot be set. It 
must be borne in mind, in considering such evidence as we can 
afford space to quote, that indications of the use of an original 
historian, using his own characteristic expressions, and largely 
relating his own experiences, may be accepted in quite a different 
way from supposed indications of the use of Gospels like ours, 
which not only almost literally reproduce the same matter, showing 
their mutual dependence upon each other and upon common 
sources of which we positively know the earlier existence, but 
profess to give a historical record of sayings and doings which 
might have been, and in all probability were, similarly reported 
in a dozen different works, or handed down by common tradition.

It is recognised by almost all modem writers that the author of 
the third Synoptic and Acts was not a Jew, but a Gentile Christian. 
Where did he get such knowledge of Jewish history as he

1 Some able critics are disposed to consider the words a6ri) earlv tpri/ioi a mere 
gloss which has crept into the text. We need not discuss the argument that it 
distinguished the particular Gaza intended.

! Holtzmann, Zeitschr. IViss. Theol., 1873, p. 89 f. ; Krenkel, Ztitschr. 
Wiss. Thtol., 1873, p. 141 f. ; Hausrath, N. T. Zeitgesch. iii., p. 423 f.
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displays? The reply i s : he got it from the works of Josephus. 
The whole of the historical personages introduced into his two 
books, as well as the references to contemporary events, are found 
in those works, and, although sometimes erroneously employed 
and distorted from his pious point of view, there still remain 
singular coincidences of expression and of sequence, which show 
the effect upon the author’s memory of his study of Josephus. 
The high priests, Annas, Caiaphas, and Ananias; Gamaliel; the 
two Herods ; Agrippa and Philip, together with Herodias, Berenice, 
and Drusilla; and the Roman Procurators, Felix and Festus 
Simon the Magician,’ and the Egyptian (Acts xxi. 38), Theudas, 
and Judas the Galikean, as well as others, seen to be derived from 
this source, together with such facts as the enrolment under 
Cyrenius, and the great famine (Acts xi. 28).3 Josephus furnishes 
the material for drawing the character of Ananias, who com
manded those who stood by to smite (rvtrreiv) Paul on the 
mouth, and was characterised by the apostle in such strong terms ;

1 The whole of the preceding personages, indeed, figure largely in the first 
five chapters of Book xviii. of the A ntiqu ities. The condensed references in 
Luke lit. I, 2, do not represent many pages of Josephus. It is curious to
compare iii. I, iv  (rei Si TrtvTfKaidf \dT(p rfis fryeuoWaj TqSeplou KaLoapos.......
Kal TerpapxovrToi rrji I’aXtXalas "Hpu>8ov, QtMinrov Si rod dStXtfiou atrroe 
rerpapxovi’Tos T7is’Irovpatat Kai TpaxteylnSos xwpar, x.r.X., with the following 
of Josephus: rSre Si real <Pl\ittto i (HptbSov Si ijy a5cX4 >dj) reXevrq tSp {Ho*, 
elKoartp p b  btairnp tt/s Ti/Sepioe apxvs if/yadptyos Si a M s  frra  rai 
Tpnfxorra rfis T pax^ylnSos cal PauXaplTiSof, k. t .X., A n tiq . xviii. 4, 
§ 6 —“ Now at that time also Philip, who was Herod’s brother, died, in the 
twentieth year of the reign of Tiberius, after having for thirty-seven years 
governed the region of Trachonitis and Gaulonitis,” etc. Lysanias of Abylene 
is referred to in A n tiq . xix. 5, § l;xx. 7, § I ; and Annas and Caiaphas in an 
earlier paragraph of the same chapter we have just quoted (xviii. 4, § 3 ; cf. 2, 
§§ 1, 2, etc.). The story of Herodias is told in the next chapter (xviii. 5, § 1 
f.; cf. 7, § I ; cf. Luke iii. 1 9  f.). From A n tiq . xx. 7, § 2, may be learnt why 
Felix trembled, when he came with his wife Drusilla, and Paul discoursed to 
him of righteousness and temperance (Acts xxiv. 24 f.). Berenice is mentioned 
in the very same section (A n tiq . xx. 7, § 2, cf. Acts xxiv. 23). In Acts xxiv. 
27 Festus is introduced : “  But after two years Porcius Festus came in Felix’ 
room ” (Sicrlus Si rXripuOcloris IXa/Scp StiSoxoP S <1>»)X(£ 11 SpKiOP 'p-pCTOr). H e is 
introduced by Josephus : “ But l’orcius Festus having been sent by Nero in 
Felix’ room’ (IIopxlou Si ‘Ptjorov SiaSixov ■tujXixi r(p<p9bros iuro Nfpurer, 
k .t.X.). A n tiq .,  xx. 8, § 9.

3 We shall not here discuss the historical reality of Simon the magician, cf. 
Acts viii. 9 f., but in Josephus there is likewise Simon a magician, who helps 
Felix to marry Drusilla. The author of Acts introduces him, viii. 9 : “  But a
certain man named Simon (irdpari "ZLpwv).......using sorcery (paycowr)........
boasting himself to be some great person (X ŷwr elpal nra H vt&p p-iyar). '
Josephus says : “ And one of his friends, named Simon (JSlpur Spipan).......
who pretended to be a sorcerer (payor elrat <rxiprr<5peror),” etc., Antiq., xx. 7,
S 2.

3 The third synoptist is the only evangelist who records the excursion to 
Emmaus, and it may be mentioned that the name of this village, even, may 
have been derived from Josephus, A n tiq .,  xiii. 1, § 3 ; De Bello J u d . ,  v. 2 , § 3.
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and Josephus even states that the servants of the high priest 
smote ( t u t t t ( i v )  those priests who would not give up their tithes 
(xx. 9, § 2 f.).1

The manner in which the author of Acts deals with Theudas 
and Judas the Galilaean is very instructive. Not only does he 
commit a palpable anachronism in placing the name of Theudas 
in the mouth of. Gamaliel, as that popular leader did not̂  appear 
till many years after the time when Gamaliel is represented as 
speaking, but he also commits a second anachronism by making 
Judas come after Theudas, and that he does so his p*rd  rovrov, 
“after this man,” leaves no doubt. How did this error originate? 
Simply from imperfect reading or recollection of Josephus, who 
mentions Theudas, and then, in the next paragraph, the sons of 
Judas the Galilaean ; and as Josephus proceeds to describe the 
Judas whom he means, the author of Acts has confused the father 
with the sons. A little examination of the passage, we think, 
shows beyond doubt that this is the source of the reference. The 
author of Acts makes Gamaliel say (v. 36): “ For before those 
days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody (QevSas, 
Xtywv tiva l TLva iavrov), to whom a number of men, about four 
hundred, joined themselves ; who was slain (os aingpedij), and all, 
as many as were persuaded by him (*al wavres duo 1 brilOovro 
aurw), were dispersed (SifXvOijuav), and brought to nought.” 
Josephus says: “ A certain man, a magician, named Theudas,
persuades the great multitude (iriLdti r h v  t t X u u t o v  d \ \o v ) ...........

to follow him to the river Jordan ; for he boasted that he was
a prophet (irpoefnjrrjs ya p  ik ty c v  tiva i).......Fadus, however,
attacking them unexpectedly, slew many and took many prisoners; 
Theudas also being taken prisoner, they cut off his head,” etc.2 
A few lines further down Josephus continues: “ But, besides 
these, the sons of Judas, the Galilsan, also were slain (oi ireuSes 
’IouSa r o i l  raAiAaiou dvyptdiyuav), (I mean), of the (Judas) 
who drew away the people (rov kabv airounjuavros) from the 
Romans, when Cyrenius assessed,” etc.3 In Acts, Gamaliel, after 
speaking of Theudas, as quoted above, goes on to say: “ After 
this man (p * rd  to vto v), rose up Judas the Galilaean (TouSas 0 
raAtAcuos) in the days of the enrolment, and drew away 
people (dirco~n/uev Xaov) after him ; he also perished, and all, as 
many as were persuaded (iirddovro) by him, were scattered 
(difuKopurlud-quav).” This account of the fate of Judas and his 
followers differs from that elsewhere given by Josephus,3 and to 
which he refers in the section above quoted; but this confirms the

' Hausrath, JV. T. Zeitgesch. xii. p. 425 f., cf. p. 32. 2 Antiq. xx. 5, § 1.
3 lb. xx. 5, § 2 ; cf. xviii. :, §§ 1, 6 ; De Bello Jud., ii. 8, § 1 ; Luke ii. 2.
4 Antiq. xviii. I, §§ 1, 6.
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belief that the author of Acts took it, as has been said, from this 
chapter, applying to Judas himself the statement made regarding 
his sons.1

Not only does the author of Acts know the history of Felix and 
Drusilla, but in saying (xxiv. 26) that Felix sent frequently for 
Paul, hoping that money would be given to him, he merely 
follows Jhe suggestion of Josephus, who openly accuses Felix both 
of treachery and bribery’.3 From the same chapter is derived 
another incident. In Acts xxi. 38 the chief captain, who takes 
Paul prisoner at Jerusalem after the riot in the temple, says to him: 
“ Art not thou that Egyptian who before these days madest an 
uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness («s rrjv epijpov) the four 
thousand men of the sicarii (tcot o-ucaptW) ?” Josephus relates the 
story of the unnamed Egyptian in two of his works. He describes^ 
how robbers and impostors filled Jerusalem with violence, and he 
states that these robbers were called sicarii (o-ixaptoi), giving an 
explanation of the origin of the word.4 These impostors persuaded 
the multitude to follow them into the wilderness («s Trjv iprffiiav).* 
About this time, he says, there came out of Egypt one “ boasting 
that he was a prophet ” (trpo<£jjr»;s tivai Xeycuv), and induced 
a multitude to follow him. Felix attacks the Egyptian ( to t  
AlyvTTiov), and slays four hundred, taking two hundred prisoners, 
but the Egyptian himself escapes. A little lower down Josephus 
says that Festus sent soldiers against a number of the sicarii, who 
had been induced by a certain impostor to follow him “ as far as 
the desert ”  (p*xPl T7/ s  *PVP^)-6 In his work on the Jewish wars 
he gives a similar account.

The exordium of the orator Tertullus (Acts xxiv. 2, 3), who 
appears, with the Jews, to accuse Paul after his removal to 
Caesarea, is a clear, though hyperbolic, reference to the efforts of 
Felix to put down these sicarii and impostors, described by 
Josephus in connection with the passage above quoted.7

The author of Acts further seems to show his use of the works 
of Josephus in his estimate (xiii. 20) of 450 years as the period of 
the Judges of Israel, which is a round statement of the data of 
Josephus, Antiq., xiii. 3, § r, in opposition to the reckoning of 
1 Kings vi. 1 ; and again in the next verse, xiii. 21, the author

1 Holtzmann, Zeitsckr. IViss. 7 keol., 1873, p. 80 f.
3 A ntiq., xx. 8, § 5. Cf. Hausrath, N. T. Zeitgesch., iii., p. 426.
7 Antiq., xx. 8. 4 lb., xx. 8, §§ 5, 6, IO.
s Jdv tx\ov trciBor ainoU ft’s 7-jjv cprmlar I ttcoBiu, ib., § 6.
6 Antiq., xx. 8, §§ 5, 6, 10; De Bello Jud., ii. 13, §§ 3, 4, 5 ; Holtzmann, 

Zeitsckr. Wiss. Theol., 1873, p. 91.
7 Antiq., xx. 8 ; De Bello Jud., ii. 13; Holtzmann, Zeitsckr. Bliss. Theol., 

1873, p. 91.
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says that Saul reigned forty years, which is nowhere else stated 
than by Josephus, Antiq., vi. 14, § 9.1

In the prophecies of the fall of Jerusalem (Luke xix. 43, xxi. 
43 f.), is it not probable that the author profits by his knowledge 
of the works of Josephus? His reference (xxi. 11) to the omens 
which are to presage that event, “ and there shall be fearful sights 
and great signs (cn//zelu /xcyuAu.) from heaven,” appears to us an 
unmistakable echo of the account given by the Jewish historian of 
the signs (o-j//zttu), the extraordinary appearances in the heavens, 
and the wonderful occurrences which took place in the Temple 
before the siege of the Holy City.2 Other reminiscences of the 
same writer may perhaps be traced in the same chapter, as, for 
instance, xxi. 5: “ and as some were remarking of the Temple 
that it was adorned with goodly stones and offerings (on 
Allots kciAois Kal avadruuuriv KtKooyir/rai), etc.” Josephus describes 
the Temple as built of stones which were “ white and strong,” and 
he says that it was adorned with many-coloured veils (jtoiki'Aois 
*/*aTtTaxxfuuTi KtKixrftrjTu), and, giving an account of the golden 
vine which ornamented the pillars, he adds that none seemed to 
have so adorned («V«c£Koo-/i»;ictvat) the Temple as Herod. After 
saying that round the whole were hung up the spoils taken from 
barbarous peoples, Josephus states: “ and all these King Herod 
offered (dviih/Kt) to the Temple. ”3 

There are many other points which might be quoted as indicating 
the use of Josephus; but we have already devoted too much space 
to this question, and must now conclude. There is one other 
indication, however, which seems to show that the author of our 
third Synoptic and Acts was acquainted with, and influenced by, 
the works of the Jewish historian. M. Renan has pointed out the 
dedication to Theophilus, which he rightly considers altogether 
foreign to Syrian and Palestinian habits, as recalling the dedication 
of the works of Josephus to Epaphroditus, and probably showing 
a Roman practice.* We consider that it indicates much more. 
The third Gospel and Acts are dedicated to the “ most excellent 
Theophilus ” (kpdrunt Qt6<fuAt), for whose information they 
were written.5 Josephus dedicates his work on the Antiquities to 
the “ most excellent Epaphroditus ” (/cpdrurrt ’Kira<j>p68iT(),6 for 
whose information, also, the work was written.? He still more

' Holtzmann, Zeitschr. M ss. Theol., 1873, P- 9 2 : Hausrath, N. T. 
Zeil^esch., iii., p. 426, anm. 4 ; cf. Hales, Analysis o f  Chronology, 1830, i., p. 
300.

* D e Bello fud ., vi. 5, §§.3, 4,
3 A ntiq ., xv. 11, § 3 ; Holtzmann, Zeitschr. M ss. Theo/., 1873, p. 92.
4 l^ s  Evangiles, et la Seconde Glnlration Chr/tienne, p. 255 f.
5 I.uke i. 3, 4 ; Acts i. I.
6 Vila, § 76. The amplification drhpwr is of no importance.
7 Antiq. Procem., § 2.
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directly dedicates to the same “ most excellent Epaphroditus ” 
(,KpaTuTTt ’Eira<f>.) his work against Apion, and he begins the 
second book : “ Now in the former book, most esteemed 
Epaphroditus, regarding, etc. (Aid p i v  ovv  t o o  irp o r tp o v  Q if ik lo v ,
TifiiuiraTt fun ’E-n-a<t>p68iTi} m pl k. t. k .)....... I also made
(eiroiT)crdp.T]v) a refutation, etc.”' Our author begins his second 
work (Acts i. i) :  “ The former treatise I made, O Theophilus, 
regarding all, etc. (Thy ptv trpCorov Adyov oroo/rrd/ij/ v rtpi 
TravTiav, <5 Q(6<f>ikt, k. t .  A.).” It is, we think, impossible to 
examine carefully the commencement of the first book against 
Apion, and the statement of the reasons which induced him to 
write his history, without perceiving the influence which Josephus 
had exercised over the mind and language of our canonical writer, 
and how closely that introduction is imitated in the prologue to the 
Gospel and Acts, in which the author speaks in the first person, 
and probably displays himself more directly than elsewhere. It 
is much too long to quote, and only a very inadequate idea of the 
similarity of tone and expression in many parts can be conveyed 
by the few words which can be extracted here. Speaking of Greek 
literature he says : “ Certainly those taking in hand (€irix<ipjj<ravT«) 
to write histories,” etc. A few lines lower down he refers to the 
boasting of the Greeks that they are the only people versed in 
ancient times, and accurately delivering the truth regarding them 
(As pdvows tTTUTTa.pt vow; tol ap^ala kcu akr/Ottav irtpl avruiv 
dupi/jus TrapaStSdvras).2 He speaks of writing history' from 
the beginning of • most distant times (oc paKpordruv dvtoOtv 
Xpdvoiv) amongst the Egyptians and Babylonians, and he 
says it was undertaken (tyKtxtipurptvoi) by the priests ; the 
records of the Jews, also, were written with great accuracy (p*rd 
jroAArjs dtcpt/Sefas).3 Going on to speak more particularly of 
himself, Josephus says :—

“ But certain worthless men have taken in hand (tTittxtipTitaair) to
calumniate my history.......he who undertakes the delivery (mpdSariv) of facts
to others ought himself in the first place to know them accurately (aupt/iws), 
either from having followed the events (TapriKo\ov$TiKbTa t « i  ytyorioir), or from
having ascertained them by inquiry of those who knew them.........But I write
the history of the war, as an actor in many of the occurrences, and eye-witness 
of most ( t \tlartiiv S' avrirrtit ytvi/ievos).........Must they not, therefore, be con
sidered audacious who have taken in hand (ririKtxt ipVK6Ta*) 1° contend with me 
regarding the truth of my history ?”4

If we linguistically examine the prologue to the Gospel, 
addressed to the “ most excellent Theophilus,” we find some 
instructive peculiarities. In the first verse, we have the verb 
tmxtLptiv, which is nowhere else used in the Gospel, only 
twice in Acts (ix. 29; xix. 13), and not at all in the rest of

1 Contra A  p i one m, ii. 1. 2 lb .,  i., § 3. 3 16., § 6. * lb .,  L la.
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the New Testament. In the introduction to his work against 
Apion, however, addressed by Josephus to the “ most excellent 
Epaphroditus,” it is employed four times in the first eleven 
paragraphs,1 and we do not here refer to any other part. 
AvTmmjs is not met with anywhere in the New Testament 
except in Luke i. 2, but it is likewise found in close connection 
with the other parallels in the work against Apion.2 Except in 
Luke i. 3, mipaKo\ov6ilv does not occur in any part of that 
Gospel or of Acts, and only in three other places of the New 
Testament.3 It is found in the same section as the above, and 
further in two other passages just quoted.♦ ’Ak/k/Jws occurs in 
Luke i. 3 and Acts xviii. 25, but nowhere else in the two books, 
and, besides, only once in the rest of the New Testament ;5 but 
it also is met with twice in the sections against Apion referred to,6 
which probably suggested the whole prologue.

We have left very many important analogies unmentioned 
which merit examination ; but those which have been pointed out, 
we think, leave little doubt that the author of the third Synoptic 
and Acts was acquainted with, and made use of, the works of 
Josephus. Now, the history of the Jewish war was written about 
a . d . 75, the Antiquities about a .d . 93, the Life at a still later period, 
and last of all the work against Apion, probably at the very end of 
the first century. If, then, it be admitted, as we think it must be, 
that the author of the third Gospel made use of these works of 
Josephus, we have at once the beginning of the second century as 
the very earliest date at which the third Synoptic could have been 
written, and the Acts of the Apostles must necessarily be assigned 
to a still later date. At what precise period of the second century 
they were composed we cannot here pause to consider, even if 
the materials for determining the point exist; but the reasons now 
given, and many other considerations, point surely to a date when 
it is scarcely possible that the Acts of the Apostles could have 
been written by a companion of the Apostle Paul, and much less 
the third Gospel of our canon.?

We have said enough to enable the reader to understand the

1 § 2, 10 twice, 11 : eyxcipciv is also used in § 6. 2 i., § io.
3 Mark xvi. 17 ; 1 Tim. iv. 6 ; 2 Tim. iii. 10.
4 Contra Apion., i., §§ 10, 23 ; ii. I ; KaraKoXovOetp also occurs, § 3, and in 

Luke xxiii. 55, Acts xvi. 17.
5 Matt. ii. 8 ; dxpifteoTepor is found once, in Acts xviii. 26.
6 Contra Apion., §§ 3, 10.
7 The argument from page 600 to this point is extracted from an article by 

the author which appeared in the Fortnightly Review, October 1st, 1877, p. 
496 f. An able work has since appeared, Josephus und Lucas, by Max 
Krenkel (Leipzig, 1894), in which the influence of the Jewish historian upon 
the author of the third Gospel and Acts of the Apostles is exhaustively 
examined and, we consider, fully established.
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nature of the problem regarding the author of the third Synoptic 
and of the Acts of the Apostles; and whilst for our purpose much 
less would have sufficed, it is evident that the materials do not 
exist for identifying him. The stupendous miracles related in these 
two works, therefore, rest upon the evidence of an unknown 
writer, who from internal evidence must have composed them very 
long after the events recorded. Externally, there is no proof even 
of the existence of the Acts until towards the end of the second 
century, when also for the first time we hear of a vague theory as 
to the name and identity of the supposed author—a theory which 
declares Luke not to have himself been an eye-witness of the 
occurrences related in the Gospel, and which reduces his participa
tion even in the events narrated in the Acts to a very small and 
modest compass, leaving the great mass of the miracles described 
in the work without even his personal attestation. The theory 
we have seen to be not only unsupported by evidence, but to 
be contradicted by many potent circumstances. We propose 
now, without exhaustively examining the contents of the 
Acts, which would itself require a separate treatise, at least to 
consider some of its main points sufficiently to form a fair 
judgment of the historical value of the work, although the facts 
which we have already ascertained are clearly fatal to the document 
as adequate testimony for miracles, and the reality of Divine 
Revelation.
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CHAPTER III.

HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK : DESIGN AND 

COMPOSITION

T h e  historical value of the Acts of the Apostles has very long 
been the subject of vehement discussion, and the course of the 
controversy lias certainly not been favourable to the position of 
the work. For a considerable time the traditional view continued 
to prevail, aud little or no doubt of the absolute credibility of the 
narrative was ever expressed. When the spirit of independent and 
enlightened criticism was finally aroused, it had to contend with 
opinions which habit had rendered stereotype, and prejudices 
which took the form of hereditary belief. A large body of eminent 
critics, after an exhaustive investigation of the Acts, have 
now declared that the work is not historically accurate, and cannot 
be accepted as a true account of the Acts and teaching of the 
Apostles.

The author of the Acts has been charged with having written 
the work with a distinct design to which he subordinated historical 
truth, and in this view many critics have joined who ultimately 
do not accuse him absolutely of falsifying history, but merely of 
making a deliberate selection of his materials with the view of 
placing events in the light most suitable for his purpose. Most of 
those who make this charge maintain that, in carrying out 
the original purpose of the Acts, the writer so freely manipu
lated whatever materials he had before him, and so dealt with 
facts w’hether by omission, transformation, or invention, that the 
historical value of his narrative has been destroyed or at least 
seriously affected. On the other hand, many apologetic writers 
altogether deny the existence of any design on the part of 
the author such as is here indicated, which could have led him to 
suppress or distort facts; and whilst some of them advance very 
varied and fanciful theories as to the historical plan upon 
which the writer proceeds, and in accordance with which the 
peculiarities of his narrative are explained, they generally accept 
the work as the genuine history of the Acts of the Apostles so far 
as the author possessed certain information. The design most 
generally ascribed to the writer of the Acts may, with many minor 
variations, be said to be apologetic and conciliatory : an attempt

613
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to reconcile the two parties in the early Church by representing 
the difference between the views of Peter and Paul as slight and 
unimportant, Pauline sentiments being freely placed in the mouth 
of Peter, and the Apostle of the Gentiles being represented as an 
orthodox adherent of the Church of Jerusalem, with scarcely such 
advanced views of Christian universality as Peter ; or else, an effort 
of Gentile Christianity to bring itself into closer union with the 
primitive Church, surrendering, in so doing, all its distinctive 
features and its Pauline origin, and representing the universalism 
by which it existed, as a principle adopted and promulgated from 
the very first by Peter and the Twelve. It is not necessary 
for us to enter upon any minute discussion of this point, nor 
is it requisite, for the purposes of our inquiry, to determine 
whether the peculiar character of the writing which we are examin
ing is the result of a perfectly definite purpose controlling the 
whole narrative and modifying every detail, or naturally arises from 
the fact that it is the work of a pious member of the Church 
writing long after the events related, and imbuing his materials, 
whether of legend or ecclesiastical tradition, with his own 
thoroughly orthodox views : history freely composed for Christian 
edification. We shall not endeavour to construct any theory to 
account for the phenomena before us, nor to discover the secret 
motives or intentions of the writer, but, taking them as they are, 
we shall simply examine some of the more important portions of 
the narrative, with a view to determine whether the work can in 
any serious sense be regarded as credible history.

No one can examine the contents of the Acts without per
ceiving that some secret motive or influence did certainly govern 
the writer’s mind, and guide him in the selection of topics, and 
this is betrayed by many peculiarities in his narrative. Quite 
apart from any attempt to discover precisely what that motive was, 
it is desirable that we should briefly point out some of these 
peculiarities. It is evident that every man who writes a history 
must commence with a distinct plan, and that the choice of 
subjects to be introduced or omitted must proceed upon a certain 
principle. This is, of course, an invariable rule wherever there is 
order and arrangement. No one has ever questioned that in the 
Acts of the Apostles both order and arrangement have been 
deliberately adopted, and the question naturally arises, What was 
the plan of the author? and upon what principle did he select, 
from the mass of facts which might have been related regarding 
the Church in the Apostolic ages, precisely those which he has 
inserted, to the exclusion of the rest ? What title will adequately 
represent the contents of the book ? for it is admitted by almost 
all critics that the actual name which the book bears neither was 
given to it by its author nor properly describes its intention and
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subject.1 The extreme difficulty which has been felt in answering 
these questions, arrd in constructing any hypothesis which may 
fairly correspond with the actual contents of the Acts, constitutes 
one of the most striking commentaries on the work, and, although 
we cannot here detail the extremely varied views of critics upon 
the subject, they are well worthy of study. No one now advances 
the theory which was anciently current that the author simply 
narrated that of which he was an eye-witness.2 Its present title, 
Trpd^us rtav diroo-Toktav, would lead us to expect an account 
of the doings of the Apostles in general, but we have nothing like 
this in the book. Peter and Paul occupy the principal parts of 
the narrative, and the other Apostles are scarcely mentioned. 
James is introduced as an actor in the famous Council, and 
represented as head of the Church in Jerusalem ; but it is much 
disputed that he was either an Apostle, or one of the Twelve. 
The death of James the brother of John is just mentioned. John 
is represented on several occasions during the earlier part 
of the narrative as the companion of Peter, without being 
prominently brought forward; and the rest of the Twelve are left 
in complete obscurity. It is not a history of the labours of Peter 
and Paul, for not only is considerable importance given to the 
episodes of Stephen and Philip the Evangelist, but the account 
of the two great Apostles is singularly fragmentary. After a 
brief chronicle of the labours of Peter, he suddenly disappears 
from the scene, and we hear of him no more. Paul then becomes 
the prominent figure in the drama ; but we have already pointed 
out how defective is the information given regarding him, and he 
is also abandoned as soon as he is brought to Rom e: of his 
subsequent career and martyrdom nothing whatever is said. The 
work is not, as Luther suggested, a gloss on the Epistles of Paul 
and the inculcation of his doctrine of righteousness through faith, 
for the narrative of the Acts, so far as we can compare it with the 
Epistles, which are nowhere named in it, is generally in contra
diction to them, and the doctrine of justification by faith is 
conspicuous by its absence. It is not a history of the first 
Christian missions, for it ignores entirely the labours of most of 
the Apostles, omits all mention of some of the most interesting 
missionary journeys, and does not even give a report of the 
introduction of Christianity into Rome. It is not in any sense 
a Paulinian history of the Church, for if, on the one side, it 
describes the Apostles of the Circumcision as promulgating the

1 Perhaps the perfectly vague designation of the lxx>k, “ A c ts , ’’ TIpiRfir, in 
the Cod Sinaiticus, may be taken as the closest—liecause most vague—descrip
tion of its contents.

2 Cf. Hieron., De vir. ill., 7 ;  Eusebius, H. E ., iii. 4 ;  Can. Murat, ed. 
Tregelles, p. 18 f.
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universalism which Paul preached, it robs him of his originality, 
dwarfs his influence upon the development of Christianity, and is, 
on the other hand, too defective to represent Church history, 
whether from a Paulinian or any other standpoint. The favourite 
theory, that the writer designed to relate the story of the spread 
of Christianity from Jerusalem to Rome, can scarcely be main
tained, although it certainly has the advantage of a vagueness of 
proportions equally suitable to the largest and most limited 
treatment of history. But, in such a case, we have a drama with 
the main incident omitted; for the introduction of the Gospel 
into Rome is not described at all, and, whilst the author could 
not consider the personal arrival at Rome of the Apostle Paul the 
climax of his history, he at once closes his account where the final 
episode ought to have commenced.

From all points of view, and upon any hypothesis, the Acts of 
the Apostles is so obviously incomplete as a history, so fragmentary 
and defective as biography, that critics have to the present day 
failed in framing any theory which could satisfactorily account for 
its anomalies, and have almost been forced to explain them by 
supposing a partial, apologetic or conciliatory, design, which 
removes the work from the region of veritable history. The 
whole interest of the narrative, of course, centres in the two 
representative Apostles, Peter and Paul, who alternately fill the 
scene. It is difficult to say, however, whether the account of 
the Apostle of the Circumcision or of Paul is the more capriciously 
partial and incomplete. After his miraculous liberation from the 
prison into which he had been cast by Herod, the doings of Peter 
are left unchronicled, and, although he is reintroduced for a 
moment to plead the cause of the Gentiles at the Council in 
Jerusalem, he then finally retires from the scene, to give place to 
Paul. The omissions from the history of Paul are very remarkable, 
and all the more so from the extreme and unnecessary detail of 
the itinerary of some of his journeys, and neither the blanks on 
the one hand, nor the excessive minuteness on the other, are to be 
explained by any theory connected with personal knowledge on 
the part of Theophilus. Of the general history of the primitive 
Church, and the life and labours of the Twelve, we are told little or 
nothing. According to the author, the propagation of the Gospel 
was carried on more by angelic agency than apostolic enthusiasm. 
There is a liberal infusion of miraculous episodes in the story, 
but a surprising scarcity of facts. Even where the author is best 
informed, as in the second part of the Acts, the narrative of Paul’s 
labours and missionary journeys, while presenting striking omissions, 
is really minute and detailed only in regard to points of no 
practical interest, leaving both the distinctive teaching of the 
Apostle and the internal economy of the Church almost entirely
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unrepresented. Does this defective narrative of the Acts of the 
Apostles proceed from poverty of information or from the arbitrary 
selection of materials for a special purpose ? As we proceed it 
will become increasingly evident that, limited although the writer’s 
materials are, the form into which they have been moulded has 
undoubtedly been determined either by a dominant theory or a 
deliberate design, neither of which is consistent with the composi
tion of sober history.

This is particularly apparent in the representation which is given 
of the two principal personages of the narrative. Critics have long 
clearly recognised that the author of the Acts has carefully 
arranged his materials so as to present as close a parallelism as 
possible between the Apostles Peter and Paul. We shall presently 
see how closely he assimilates their teaching, ascribing the views 
of Paul to Peter, and putting Petrine sentiments in the mouth of 
Paul; but here we shall merely refer to points of general history. 
If Peter has a certain pre-eminence as a distinguished member of 
the original Apostolic body, the equal claim of Paul to the 
honours of the Apostolate, whilst never directly advanced, is 
prominently suggested by the narration, no less than three times, 
of the circumstances of his conversion and direct call to the office 
by the glorified Jesus. The first miracle ascribed to Peter is the 
healing of “ a certain man lame from his mother’s womb ” (t*s dvr/p 
\utXbs (k KoiXttts p-ifTpus nvTov) at the Beautiful gate of the Temple,1 
and the first wonder performed by Paul is also the healing of “ a 
certain man lame from his mother’s womb ” (tis  dvrjp x<uA.os 
U koiXuis p-rfrpi  ̂ avrov) at Lystra ;2 Ananias and Sapphira are 
punished through the instrumentality of Peter,3 and Elymas is 
smitten with blindness at the word of Paul;« the sick are laid in 
the streets that the shadow of Peter may fall upon them, and they 
are healed, as are also those vexed with unclean spirits ;5 hand
kerchiefs or aprons are taken to the sick from the body of Paul, 
and they are healed, and the evil spirits go out of them ;6 Peter 
withstands Simon the sorcerer,? as Paul does the sorcerer Elymas 
and the exorcists at Ephesus ;8 if Peter heals the paralytic yEneas 
at Lydda,» Paul restores to health the fever-stricken father of 
Publius at Melita;IU Peter raises from the dead Tabitha, a disciple 
at Joppa," and Paul restores to life the disciple Eutychus at 
T r o a sC o r n e liu s  falls at the feet of Peter, and worships him, 
Peter preventing him, and saying : “ Rise u p ! I myself also am a 
man ” ;*3 and in like manner the people of Lystra would have done 
sacrifice to Paul, and he prevents them, crying o u t: “ We also are

1 iii. 2 f. - xiv. S f. J v. 1 f. 4 xiii. 11 f.
5 v. 12, 15 f. 6 xix. II, 12. • viii. 20 f. 8 xiii. I l f . ,  xix. 13 f.
» ix. 33 f. ,a xxviii. 8. 11 ix. 36 f. ,a xx. 9 f.

O X. 2 5 , 26.
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men of like passions with you Peter lays his hands on the 
people of Samaria, and they receive the Holy Ghost and the gift 
of tongues,2 and Paul does the same for believers at Ephesus ;3 
Peter is brought before the council,4 and so is Paul ;5 the one is 
imprisoned and twice released by an angel,6 and the other is 
delivered from his bonds by a great earthquake ;7 if Peter be 
scourged by order of the council,8 Paul is beaten with many 
stripes at the command of the magistrates of Philippi. ? It is 
maintained that the desire to equalise the sufferings of the two 
Apostles in the cause of the Gospel, as he has equalised their 
miraculous displays, probably led the author to omit all mention 
of those perils and persecutions to which the Apostle Paul refers 
in support of his protest that he had laboured and suffered more 
than all the rest.10 If Paul was called by a vision to the ministry 
of the Gentiles,” so Peter is represented as having been equally 
directed by a vision to baptise the Gentile Cornelius ;12 the double 
vision of Peter and Cornelius has its parallel in the double vision 
of Paul and Ananias. It is impossible to deny the measured 
equality thus preserved between the two Apostles, or to ignore 
the fact that parallelism like this is the result of premeditation, 
and cannot claim the character of impartial history.

The speeches form an important element in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and we shall now briefly examine them, reserving, 
however, for future consideration their dogmatic aspect. Few if 
any writers, however apologetic, maintain that these discourses 
can possibly have been spoken exactly as they are recorded in the 
Acts. The utmost that is asserted is that they are substantially 
historical, and fairly represent the original speeches. They 
were derived, it is alleged, either from written sources or oral 
tradition, and many, especially in the second part, are supposed 
to have been delivered in the presence of the author of the work. 
This view is held, of course, with a greater or less degree of 
assurance as to the closeness of the relation which our record 
bears to the original addresses ; but, without here very closely 
scrutinising hesitation or reticence, our statement fairly renders 
the apologetic position. A large body of able critics deny 
the historical character of these speeches, and consider them 
merely free compositions by the author of the Acts, at the best 
being on a par with the speeches which many ancient writers 
place in the mouths of their historical personages, and giving only 
what the writer supposed that the speaker would say under the

' xiv. 13 f., cf. xxviii. 6. 2 viii. 14 f., x. 44 f., etc. 3 xix. I f.
4 v. 21 f. 3 xxii. 30, xxiii. I f. 6 v. 19, xii. 6  f.
1 xvi. 26. 8 v. 40. 9 xvi. 22 f.

19 2 Cor. xi. 23 f., 1 Cor. xv. 10; Stap, Atudes sur Its Origines, etc., p. 124 f. 
" ix. 6, 15 f. 12 x. 9 f., xi. I f., xv. 7.
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circumstances. That the writer may have made use of such 
materials as were within his reach, or endeavoured to embody the 
ideas which tradition may broadly have preserved, is admitted 
as possible; but that these discourses can seriously be accepted 
as conveying a correct report of anything actually spoken by the 
persons in whose mouths they are put is, of course, denied. It 
is, obviously, extremely improbable that any of these speeches 
could have been written down at the time. Taking even the 
supposed case that the author of the Acts was Luke, and was 
present when some of the speeches of Paul were delivered, it is 
difficult to imagine that he immediately recorded his recollection 
of them, and more than this he could not have done. He must 
continually have been in the habit of hearing the preaching of 
Paul, and therefore could not have had the inducement of novelty 
to make him write down what he heard. The idea of recording 
them for posterity could not have occurred to such a person, with 
the belief in the approaching end of all things then prevalent. 
The author of the Acts was not the companion of Paul, however, 
and the contents of the speeches, as we shall presently see, are 
not of a character to make it in the least degree likely that they 
could have been written down for separate circulation. Many of 
the speeches in the Acts, moreover, were delivered under circum
stances which render it specially unlikely that they could have 
been reported with any accuracy. At no time an easy task 
correctly to record a discourse of any length, it is doubly difficult 
when those speeches, like many in Acts, were spoken under 
circumstances of great danger or excitement. The experience of 
modem times, before the application of systems of shorthand, 
may show how.imperfectly speeches were taken down, even where 
there was deliberate preparation and set purpose to do so ; and if 
it be suggested that some celebrated orations of the last century 
have so been preserved, it is undeniable that what has been 
handed down to us is either a mere copy of the previously 
written speech, or does not represent the original, but is almost 
a subsequent composition, preserving little more than some 
faint echoes of the real utterance. The probability that a 
correct record of speeches made under such circumstances 
in the middle of the first century could have been kept seems 
exceedingly small. Even if it could be shown that the author 
of the Acts took these speeches substantially from earlier 
documents, it would not materially tend to establish their 
authenticity ; for the question would still remain perfectly open 
as to the closeness of those documents to the original discourses ; 
but in the absence of all evidence, whether as to the existence or 
origin of any such records, the conjecture of their possible existence 
can have no weight. We have nothing but internal testimony to
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examine, and that, we shall see, is totally opposed to the claim to 
historical value made for those discourses.

Apologists scarcely maintain that we have in the Acts a record 
of the original speeches in their completeness, but in claiming sub
stantial accuracy most of them include the supposition at least of 
careful condensation. The longest discourse in the Acts would 
not have taken more than six or seven minutes to deliver, and it is 
impossible to suppose that what is there given can have been the 
whole speech delivered on many of the occasions described. For 
instance, is it probable that King Agrippa, who desires to hear 
Paul, and who comes “ with great pomp ” with Berenice to do so, 
should only have been favoured with a speech lasting five minutes ? 
The author himself tells us that Paul was not always so brief in 
his addresses as one might suppose from the specimens here 
presented.1 It is remarkable, however, that not the slightest 
intimation is given that the speeches are only substantially 
reported or are abridged, and their form and character are 
evidently designed to convey the impression of complete 
discourses. If the reader examine any of these speeches, it will 
be clear that they are concise compositions, betraying no marks 
of abridgment, and having no fragmentary looseness, but, on the 
contrary, that they are highly artificial and finished productions, 
with a continuous argument. Many of them are singularly
inadequate to produce the impressions described; but at least 
it is not possible to discover that material omissions have 
been made, or that their periods were originally expanded 
by large, or even any, amplification. If these speeches be 
regarded as complete, and with little or no condensation, another 
strong element is added to the suspicion as to their authenticity, 
for such extreme baldness and brevity in the declaration o f a new 
religion, requiring both explanation and argument, cannot be 
conceived, and in the case of Paul, with whose system of teaching 
and doctrine we are well acquainted through his Epistles, it is 
impossible to accept such meagre and one-sided addresses as 
representations of his manner. The statement that the discourses 
are abridged, and a mere rhumJ of those originally delivered, 
rests upon no authority, is a mere conjecture to account for 
an existing difficulty, and is in contradiction to the actual form 
of the speeches in Acts. Regarded as complete, their incongruity 
is intensified; but, considered as abridged, they have lost in the 
process all representative character and historical fitness.

It has been argued, indeed, that the different speeches bear 
evidence to their genuineness from their suitability to the speakers, 
and to the circumstances under which they are said to have been

1 xx. 7-9.
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delivered; but the existence of anything but the most superficial 
semblance of idiosyncratic character must be denied. The 
similarity of form, manner, and matter in all the speeches is most 
remarkable, as will presently be made more apparent, and the 
whole of the doctrine enunciated amounts to little more than the 
repetition, in slightly varying words, of the brief exhortation to 
repentance and belief in Jesus, the Christ, that salvation may be 
obtained, with references to the ancient history of the Jews, 
singularly alike in all discourses. Very little artistic skill is 
necessary to secure a certain suitability of the word to the action 
and the action to the word; and evidence is certainly reduced to 
a very low ebb when such agreement as is presented in the Acts is 
made an argument for authenticity. Not only is the consistency 
of the sentiments uttered by the principal speakers, as com
pared with what is known of their opinions and character, utterly 
disputed, but it must be evident that the literary skill of the 
author of the Acts was quite equal to so simple a task as preserv
ing at least such superficial fitness as he displays.

It has been freely admitted by critics of all schools that the 
author’s own peculiarities of style and language are apparent in all the 
speeches of the Acts. We may point out a few general instances 
of this nature which are worthy of attention. The author intro
duces the speeches of different persons with the same expression, 
“ he opened his mouth,” or something similar. Philip “opened 
his mouth ” ( a v o t £ a s  rh crrofjui a irov)'  and addressed the Ethio
pian (viii. 35). Peter “ opened his mouth (and) said” (avolgas 
t o  arrofia, ttirtv), when he delivered his discourse before the 
baptism of Cornelius (x. 34). Again, he uses it of Paul: “ And 
when Paul was about to open his mouth ( /x I A A o v to s  avolytiv rh 
aropa) Gallio said,” etc. (xviii. 14). The words with which the 
speech of Peter at Pentecost is introduced deserve more attention : 
“ Peter lifted up his voice and said unto them ” (brrjptv rijv 
<fxovr/v avrov, (c a t airtt^dty^aTO a l l o t s )  (ii. 14). The verb 
iiro<t>0tyye<r6ai occurs again (ii. 4) in the account of the descent 
of the Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues, and it is put into the 
mouth of Paul (xxvi. 25) in his reply to Festus; but it occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament. The favourite formula with 
which all speeches open is, “ Men (and) Brethren” (avSpvs 
d.8fktf>oi), or avSpts coupled with some other term, as “ Men 
(and) Israelites ” (iv&pcs ’IoyxujActTai), or simply avSpes with
out addition. 'Ai/fyxs occurs no less than thirteen
times. It is used thrice by Peter,2 six times by Paul,3 as well as

' It is to be remarked, however, that the same expression occurs in the first 
Synoptic (Matt. v. 2, xiii. 35, xvii. 27), and only once in Luke i. 64. It is 
also quoted Acts viii. 32 from the lxx. version of Isaiah liii. 7.

2 i. 16; ii. 29; xv. 7. 3 xiii. 26, 38 ; xxii. 1 ; xxiii. I, 6 ;  xxviii. 17.
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by Stephen,1 James,2 the believers at Pentecost,3 and the rulers of 
the Synagogue.4 The angels at the Ascension address the disciples 
as “ Men (and) Galileans ” (av8p<s l ’uAtAaIoi).5 Peter makes use 
of avSpes ’Io-paTjXetrai twice,6 and it is likewise employed by 
Paul,7 by Gamaliel,8 and by the Jews of Asia.s Peter addresses 
those assembled at Pentecost as avSpts ’lovSaioi. 10 Paul opens 
his Athenian speech with avSpts ’Aft/voloi,11 and the town-clerk 
begins his short appeal to the craftsmen of Ephesus: av&pe$ 
’E^cjkh.12 Stephen begins his speech to the Council with “ Men, 
Brethren, and Fathers, hear” (avS/xs a8t\<f>ot (cat xarepes, 
atcoucraTt), and Paul uses the very same words in addressing 
the multitude from the stairs of the Temple.1?

In the speech which Peter is represented as making at Pente
cost he employs in an altogether peculiar way (ii. 25-27) Psalm 
xvi., quoting it in order to prove that the Resurrection of Jesus 
the Messiah was a necessary occurrence, which had been foretold 
by David. This is principally based upon the tenth verse of the 
Psalm : “ Because thou wilt not leave my soul in Hades, neither 
wilt thou give thy Holy One ( t o p  o o -l o v  crot>) to see corruption 
(8w.4>6upav).”1* Peter argues that David both died and was buried, 
and that his sepulchre is with them to that day, but that, being a 
prophet, he foresaw and spake here of the Resurrection of Christ, 
“ that neither was he left in Hades nor did his flesh see corrup
tion Is it not an extremely singular circum
stance that Peter, addressing an audience of Jews in Jerusalem, 
where he might naturally be expected to make use of the vernacular 
language, actually quotes the Septuagint version of the Old 
Testament, and bases his argument upon a mistranslation o f the 
Psalm, which, we may add, was in all probability not composed 
by David at all? The word translated “ Holy O ne” should be 
in the plural—“ holy ones,” that is to say ; “ thy saints,” and the 
word rendered 8ia<f>6upd corruption, really signifies “ grave ” 
or “ pit.” The poet, in fact, merely expresses his confidence that 
he will be preserved alive. The best critics recognise that 
Psalm xvi. is not a Messianic psalm at all, and many of those 
who, from the use which is made of it in Acts, are led to 
assert that it is so, recognise in the main that it can only be 
applied to the Messiah indirectly, by arguing that the prophecy

* 1 vii. 2. 2 xv. 13. ? ii. 37.
4 xiii. 15. 5 i. 11. 6 ii. 22 ; iii. 12.
1 xiii. 16. 8 v. 35. 9 xxi. 28.

IO ii. 14. 11 xvii. 22. 12 xix. 35.
13 vii. 2 ; xxii. I.
14 4n  ovk 4fKaTa\(l\f/ei% tt/p 'fn’xtlP fiov (is abqv ov t t  Sticeit rip  &<riip aov iSttr 

bia<p6of>di>. Acts ii. 27.
‘5 Acts ii. 31.

Digitized by C x O O Q l e



SPEECHES OF PETER AND PAUL COMPARED 623

was not fulfilled in the case of the poet who speaks of himself, 
but was fulfilled in the Resurrection of Jesus. This reasoning, 
however, totally ignores the sense of the original, and is opposed 
to all legitimate historical interpretation of the Psalm. Not 
dwelling upon this point at present, we must go on to point out 
that, a little further on (xiii. 35-37), the Apostle Paul is repre
sented as making use of the very same argument which Peter here 
employs, and quoting the same passage from Psalm xvi. to support 
it. This repetition of very peculiar reasoning, coupled with other 
similarities which we shall presently point out, leads to the infer
ence that it is merely the author himself who puts this argument 
into their mouths; and this conclusion is strengthened by the 
circumstance that, throughout both Gospel and Acts, he always 
quotes from the Septuagint, even when that version departs 
from the sense of the original. It may be well to give both 
passages in juxtaposition, in order that the closeness of the analogy 
may be more easily realised. For this purpose we somewhat alter 
the order of the verses :—

P eter  in  Acts i i . Paul in Acts x iii .
25. For David saith concerning | 35. Wherefore he (David) saith also

him.......  27. Because thou wilt not ' in another (Psalm): Thou wilt not
leave my soul in Hades, neither wilt j give thine holy one to see corruption, 
thou give thine holy one to see corrup
tion.

30. Being therefore a prophet, and ! 22........... he raised up unto them
knowing that God swore with an oath David for king.......
to him that of the fruit of his j 23. Of this man’s seed God, accord- 
loins' he would set one upon his ing to promise, brought unto Israel a 
throne, { Saviour Jesus.

31. H e foresaw and spoke of the 34. But that he raised him up from
resurrection of the Christ, that he was the dead no more to return to corrup- 
neither left in Hades nor did his flesh tion (SiatpBopd) he has said on this 
see corruption (SiaipSopi). I wise.........

29. Men (and) brethren I may speak 36. For David, after he served in 
with freedom unto you of the patriarch ' his own generation the counsel of God, 
David, that he both died and was fell asleep, and was added to his fathers 
buried, and his sepulchre is amongst and saw corruption (Siaif>6opd) ; 
us unto this day.

32. This Jesus God raised up. 37. But he whom God raised saw
not corruption (Siaipdop&y).

Not only is this argument the same in both discourses, but the 
whole of Paul’s speech, xiii. 16 f., is a mere reproduction of the 
two speeches of Peter, ii. 14 f. and iii. 12 f., with such alterations 
as the writer could introduce to vary the fundamental sameness of 
ideas and expressions. It is worth while to show this in a similar 
way.

1 The authorised version, with Cod. D , and some other MSS., inserts here 
“ according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit,” etc.
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Paul in Acts x iii .
i 6. And Paul having risen .......

(dvairrAs Si II.).......said........Men (and)
Israelites (avSpes ’ 1 < r p a f j \e iT a t) and ye 
that fear God.......

22 and 23. See above.
24. When John first preached1 be

fore his coming the baptism of repen
tance to all the people of Israel.

26. Men (and) Brethren (axJpcs 
ASeXtpol), sons (idol) of the race of 
Abraham and those amongst you who 
fear God, to you was the word of this 
salvation sent (aireoTdXi;).3

27. For they that dwell in Jeru
salem and their rulers (o! opxovrer 
avrwv), not knowing (dyxoiJo’axTtr) 
this (man) nor yet the voices of the 
prophets (rdr <pwv&f TU1V Tpoifn)Tur), 
which are read every (a-ax) sabbath 
day, fulfilled (irX-fipoxrcw) them by 
their judgment of him ;

28. And though having found 
no cause of death, they desired 
(jJHiaavTo) Pilate that he should be 
slain (dxaiprtfijxai) ;6

Peter in Acts it. and  h i .
14. And Peter stood up (uraflrit

I Si II.).......  and spoke plainly to
I them .......  Men (and) Jews (axoprs

Toedaiot) and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem .......  (verse 22 and iii.
12) Men (and) Israelites (dxjpr t 
TcrpoTjXeirtu).

30. See above.
iii. 19. Repent, therefore, and tum

.......  20___ that he may send Christ
Jesus who before was appointed* 
for you.

ii. 29. Men (andi Brethren (arSpes 
iScXtpol).

iii. 25.3 Ye are the sons (idol) of 
the prophets and of the covenant 
which God made unto your fathers,
saying unto Abraham.......  26.........
unto you first God, having raised up

' his servant (rbv raiSa airrov),* sent 
(AriareiXey) him to bless you.

iii. I7-5 And now brethren (dSeX- 
<pol) I know that ye did (it) in igno
rance (ayvouw), as did also your 
rulers (ol apxorres updo) ; 18. but
the things which God before an- 

: nounced by the mouth of all the 
prophets (Sid ariparos rdxrux two 
Tpo07jT<iv) he thus fulfilled (ir\ifou- 
<rex) ;

iii. 13........... whom ye delivered
up, and denied him in the presence 
of Pilate when he decided to release 
him ;

(ii. 23. This (man) delivered by 
j the determinate counsel and fore- 
1 knowledge of God, by the hand of 

lawless (men) crucifying (him) ye slew 
[ (dxf(Xare),6

1 The authorised version of iii. 20 reads “  preached,” adopting the same verb 
irpoicripirrreir as in xiii. 24, which is nowhere else used in the N. T. It is fair 
to say, however, that the evidence is greatly in favour of the reading “  rpo- 
kexeipioptvov ” in iii. 20.

1 e&tirecrTdXij is the reading of A, B, C, D, etc. ; the reading given is that 
of E, G, H, etc.

3 Cf. ii. 39 : For the promise is unto you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, whomsoever the Lord God shall have called unto 
him.

4 Rendered “  son” in the authorised version.
5 Cf. Acts xvii. 30.
6 This verb dxaipeix is used twice in Luke, only thrice in the rest of the 

N. T ., but nineteen times in Acts, and it is freely put into the mouths of 
Peter, Paul, Stephen, and Gamaliel, as well as used in the narrative 
portions.
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Paul in  Acts x iii .

29. But when they finished all the 
things written regarding him, they 
took him down from the tree and laid 
him in a sepulchre.

30. But God raised him from the 
dead; (6 94 Otbi Ijrytipcv at’rrb* 4k 
raepwr).

31...........who are now his witnesses
[ f l i f T V f X t ) .

32. And we declare unto you the 
promise made unto the fathers (xp6s 
ra in  t ar4pat),

33. That God has perfectly fulfilled
the same unto our children, having 
raised up (drcuTTfyrai) Jesus, as it is 
written.......

3 4 . 3 5 . 36. 3 7 - See above.
38. Be it known unto you, there

fore, men (and) brethren (dvjper
that through this man is pro

claimed unto you remission of sins
(acpfaLS ifiapTiujr).

39. And from all things from which 
ye could not be justified in the law of 
Moses, every one who believes in this 
man is justified ;

40. Beware, therefore, lest that 
come upon you which is spoken of in 
the prophets;

41. Behold ye despisers, and wonder 
and perish.

P eter  in  Acts it. and h i .
iii. 14. But ye denied the holy and 

just one, and desired (rjr-foairSe) a 
murderer to be granted to you,

15. And killed the Prince of life 
whom God raised from the dead (3 v 6 
Btin ■Hyeipev 4k rcKpwr), whose witnesses 
(piprvpes) we are.

iii. 25. Ye are the sons of the 
prophets and of the covenant made 
unto your fathers (rp it roit xar4pat 
ipuiv) saying.......

26. Unto you first God, having 
raised up (dnwrTjaas) his servant 
(rcuSa) Jesus, sent him to bless you, 
etc.

ii. 31, 27, 29, 32. Sec above.
ii. 37. Men (and) Brethren (avtipft 

iSe\(f>ol).
38...........Repent and be Ixiptiscd

every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for remission of your sins 
(dtpcaiv tCjv apapTiu>y vpwy), etc.

iii. 22. Moses indeed said': A pro
phet shall the Lord your God raise up 
unto you from among your brethren, 
like unto me ; him shall ye hear in 
all things whatsoever he shall say unto 
you.

23. And it shall tie that every 
soul which will not hear that prophet 
shall be destroyed from among the 
people.

24. And all the prophets also from 
Samuel and from those that follow 
after, as many as spake, also foretold 
these days.

Paul’s address likewise bears close analogy with the speech of 
Stephen, vii. 2 f., commencing with a historical survey of the 
earlier traditions of the people of Israel, and leading up to the 
same accusation that, as their fathers disregarded the prophets, so 
they had persecuted and slain the Christ. The whole treatment 
of the subject betrays the work of the same mind in both dis
courses. Bleek, who admits the similarity between these and 
other speeches in Acts, argues that “ it does not absolutely follow 
from this that these speeches are composed by one and the same

* This reference is also put into the mouth of Stephen, Acts vii. 37.
2 S
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person, and are altogether unhistorical for it is natural, he 
thinks, that in the Apostolical circle, and in the first Christian 
Church, there should have existed a certain uniform type in the 
application of messianic passages of the Old Testament, and in 
quotations generally, to which different teachers might conform 
without being dependent on each other.' He thinks that, along 
with the close analogy, there is also much which is charac
teristic in the different speeches. Not only is this typical system 
of quotation, however, a mere conjecture to explain an actual 
difficulty, but it is totally inadequate to account for the pheno
mena. If we suppose, for instance, that Paul had adopted the 
unhistorical application of the sixteenth Psalm to the Messiah, is it 
not a very extraordinary thing that in all the arguments in his 
Epistles he does not once refer to it ? Even if this be waived, 
and it be assumed that he had adopted this interpretation of the 
Psalm, it will scarcely be asserted that Paul, whose independence 
and originality of mind are so undeniable, and whose intercourse 
with the Apostolical circle at any time, and most certainly up to 
the period when this speech was delivered, was very limited,3 
could so completely have caught the style and copied the manner 
of Peter that, on an important occasion like this, his address 
should be a mere reproduction of Peter’s two speeches delivered 
so long before, and when Paul certainly was not present. The 
similarity of these discourses does not consist in the mere applica
tion of the same Psalm, but the whole argument, on each 
occasion, is repeated with merely sufficient transposition of its 
various parts to give a superficial appearance of variety. Words 
and expressions, rare or unknown elsewhere, are found in both, 
and the characteristic differences which Bleek finds exist only in 
his own apologetic imagination. Let it be remembered that the 
form of the speeches and the language are generally ascribed to 
the author of the Acts. Can any unprejudiced critic deny that 
the ideas in the speeches we are considering are also substantially 
the same ? Is there any appreciable trace of the originality of 
Paul in his discourses ? There is no ground whatever, apart from 
the antecedent belief that the various speeches were actually 
delivered by the men to whom they are ascribed, for asserting 
that we have here the independent utterances of Peter and Paul. 
It is internal evidence alone, and no avowal on the part of the 
author, which leads to the conclusion that the form of the speeches 
is the author’s ; and there is no internal evidence which requires 
us to stop at the mere form, and not equally ascribe the substance 
to the same source. The speeches in the Acts, generally, have 
altogether the character of being the composition of one mind

‘ Bleek, Einl. N. T ., p. 346 ; Trip, Paulas, p. 195. 3 Cf. Gal. i. 11 f., ii. 6.
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endeavouring to impart variety of thought and expression to 
various speakers, but failing signally either from poverty of inven
tion or from the purpose of instituting a close parallel in views, 
as well as actions, between the two representative Apostles.

Further to illustrate this, let us take another speech of Peter 
which he delivers on the occasion of th? conversion of Cornelius, 
and it will be apparent that it also contains all the elements, so 
far as it goes, of Paul’s discourse :—

P e t e r  i n  A c t s  x . I P a u i . i n  A c t s  x i i i .

35. But in every nation he that fears 1 26. Sons (vloi) of the race of Abra-
him (6 <pof}oi'ncros)....... is acceptable to j ham, and those among you who fear
him— I God (ol <po/}oincroi), to you was the

36. The word (rir \iryov) which he word (0 \byot) of this salvation sent 
(God) sent (dWerccXcr) unto the sons (dwcvrdXi;).3
(viols) o f Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus C h r is t h e  is Lord of all. |

37. Ye know the word spoken , 24. When John first proclaimed
throughout all Judea, beginning from liefore his coming the baptism 
Galilee, after the baptism (/3d*rurpa) 1 (/Sdsrrupa) of repentance to all the 
which John preached, j people of Israel.

38. Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 25. And as John was fulfilling his 
how God anointed him with the Holy j  course, he said : Whom think ye that 
Spirit and power ; who went about la m ?  Iam not h e ; but behold there 
doing good, and healing all that were | comes one after me the shoes of whose 
oppressed by the devil, for God was ; feet I am not worthy to loose.
with him.

39. And we are witnesses (/idprvpcr) j 27. For they that dwell in Jerusalem
of all things which he did both in the ■ and their rulers.........................  28. Though
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem; | having found no cause of death, 
whom also they slew (dvrIAav), hanging desired Pilate that he should be slain 
him upon a tree (£vXov). ! (dra«pf07)vou); 29. But when they had

finished all the things written regard
ing him they took him down from the 

\ tree (fiiXou).
40. Him God raised (0 ^yti- 1 30. But God raised (d dibt Ijyciptr)

ptr) the third day, and gave him to j him from the dead (fV vfKpuiv) • 
become manifest;

41. Not to all the people, but to . 31. And he appeared for many days 
witnesses (it&prvoir) chosen before by to those who came up with him from 
God, even to us who did eat and | Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his 
drink with him after he rose from the j witnesses (/rdprvpes) unto the people, 
dead (in vtxpuv).

42. And he commanded (ra/rfiy- I xvii. 30.......but now commands
■yeiXer) us to preach unto the people ; (rapayy(Wei) all men everywhere to 
and to testify that it is he who has J repent: 31. Because he fixed a day 
been appointed (6 wpurpjyos)3 by God j in the which he is about to judge 
judge (jqxrljj) of quick and dead. | (xplyeiy) the world in righteousness by

1 the man whom he appointed (tapiircy),3

1 Cf. xiii. 23. J P. 624, note 2.
3 Except by the author of Luke (xxii. 22) and Acts, the verb 6p(feu> is only 

twice used in the O. T. In Acts it is twice put into the mouth of Peter (ii. 
23, x. 42) and twice into that of Paul (xvii. 26, 31), as well as used in narra
tive (xi. 29).
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P e t e r  i n  A c t s  x . | P a u l  i n  A c t s  x i i i .

having given assurance to all by having 
I raised him up from the dead.

43. To him I tea r all the prophets j  xiii. 27......not knowing the voices
witness that through his name all of the prophets which are read every
who believe in him shall receive j Sabliath day........38. Be it known to
remission of sins (â KO-ie a,uap7-yii'). , you, therefore,....... that through this

man is proclaimed unto you remission 
of sins I a^fim dixapnGjv).

Again, to take an example from another speaker, we find James 
represented as using an expression which had just before been 
put into the mouth of Paul, and it is not one in the least degree 
likely to occur independently to each. The two passages are as 
follows :—

J a m e s  i n  A c t s  x v . 2 1 .

Moses....... tieing read in the syna
gogues every Sabliath day.
(Kara ra y  adfifiaToy dyayiyuaKififyot. )

P a u l  i n  A c t s  x i i i . 2 7 .

....... the prophets 1 icing read every
Sabbath day.
(sard r a y  <r<i/9/3aro» iyayiyw trK O fiiy tn .

The fundamental similarity between these different speeches 
cannot possibly be denied ; and it cannot be reasonably explained 
in any other way than by the fact that they were composed by the 
author himself, who had the earlier speeches ascribed to Peter still 
in his memory when he wrote those of Paul, and who, in short, 
had not sufficient dramatic power to create altogether distinct 
characters, but simply made his different personages use his own 
vocabulary to express his own somewhat limited range of ideas. 
Setting his special design aside, his inventive faculty only 
permitted him to represent Peter sjieaking like Paul, and Paul 
like Peter.

It is argued by some, however, that in the speeches of Peter, 
for instance, there are peculiarities of language and expression 
which show analogy with the first Epistle bearing his name 
in the New Testament Canon, and, on the other hand, traces 
of translation in some of them which indicate that these speeches 
were delivered originally in Aramaic, and that we have only 
a version of them by the author of the Acts, or by some 
one from whom he derived them. As regards the first of 
these suppositions, a few phrases only have been pointed out, 
but they are of no force under any circumstances, and the 
whole theory is quite groundless. We do not consider it 
worth while to enter upon the discussion.1 There are two 
potent reasons which render such an argument of no force, even if 
the supposed analogies were in themselves both numerous and

1 Those who desire to do so may refer to the complete edition, 1S79, 
vol. iii., p. 22, notes 2, 3, and 4.
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striking, which actually they are not. The authenticity of the 
Epistles bearing the name of Peter is not only not established, but 
is by very many eminent critics absolutely denied; and there 
is no certainty that any of the speeches of Peter were delivered 
in Greek, while the probability is that most, if not all, of that 
Apostle’s genuine discourses must have been spoken in Aramaic. 
It is, in fact, asserted by apologists that part or all of the speeches 
ascribed to him in the Acts must have been originally Aramaic, 
although opinion may differ as to the language in which some of 
them were spoken. Whether they were delivered in Aramaic, or 
whether there be uncertainty on the point, any conclusion from 
linguistic analogies with the Epistles is obviously excluded. One 
thing is quite undeniable : the supposed analogies are few, and the 
peculiarities distinguishing the author of Acts in these speeches 
are extremely numerous and general. Even so thorough an 
apologist as Tholuck candidly acknowledges that the attempt to 
prove the authenticity of the speeches from linguistic analogies is 
hopeless. He says : “ Nevertheless, a comparison of the language 
of the Apostles in their Epistles and in these speeches must in 
many respects be less admissible than that of the character and 
historical circumstances, for indeed, if the language and their pecu
liarities be compared, it must first be established that all the 
reported speeches were delivered in the Greek language, which 
is improbable, and of one of which (xxii. 1, 2) the contrary is 
expressly stated. Willingly admitting that upon this point differ
ence of opinion is allowable, we express as the view which we have 
hitherto held that, from ch. xx. onwards, the speeches delivered 
by Paul are reported more in the language of Luke than in that of 
Paul.”1 This applies with double force to Peter, whose speeches, 
there is still greater reason to believe, were delivered in Aramaic, 
and there is difference of opinion amongst the critics we have 
referred to even as to whether these speeches were translated by 
the author of the Acts, or were already before him in a translated 
form, and were subsequently re-edited by him. We have already 
shown cause for believing that the whole discussion is groundless, 
from the fact that the speeches in Acts were simply composed by 
the author himself, and are not in any sense historical; and this we 
shall hereafter further illustrate.

It may be worth while to consider briefly the arguments 
advanced for the theory that some of the speeches show marks of 
translation. It is asserted that the speech of Peter at Pente
cost, ii. 14 f., was delivered in Aramaic. Of course it will be under
stood that we might be quite prepared to agree to this statement 
as applied to a speech actually delivered by Peter ; but the asser-

1 Stud. u. K rit., 1839, p. 306.
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tion, so far as the speeches in Acts are concerned, is based upon 
what we believe to be the erroneous supposition that they are 
genuine reports of discourses. On the contrary, we maintain that 
these speeches are mere compositions by the author of the work. 
The contention is, however, that the speech attributed to Peter is 
the translation of a speech originally delivered in Aramaic. In 
ii. 24 Peter is represented as saying : “ Whom God raised up 
having loosed the pains of death (Xilcras Tas tiSivas rov Oavarov), 
because it is not possible that he should be held (Kpareurdai) 
by it.” It is argued by Bleek and others1 that, as the context 
proves, the image intended here was evidently the “ snares” or 
“ cords ” of death, a meaning which is not rendered by the Greek 
word tLSives. The confusion is explained, they contend, when 
it is supposed that, in his Aramaic speech, Peter made use of a 
Hebrew expression, equally found in Aramaic, which means as 
well “ snares ” or “ cords ” as “ pains ” of death. The Greek 
translator, probably misled by the Septuagint,2 adopted the latter 
signification of the Hebrew word in question, and rendered it 
<5Siva, “ pains,” which is absolutely inappropriate, for, they 
argue, it is very unnatural to say of one who had already suffered 
death, like Christ, that he had been held prisoner by the “ pains ” 
of death, and loosed from them by the resurrection. There is, 
however, very little unanimity amongst Apologists about this 
passage. Ebrard5 asserts that ti&Vcs, “ pains,” is the correct transla
tion of the Hebrew expression, as in Psalm xviii. 5, and that the 
Hebrew word used always expresses pains of birth, the plural of 
the similar word for “cord” or “snare” being different. Ebrard, 
therefore, contends that the Psalm (xviii. 5) does not mean bonds 
or snares of death, but literally “ birth-pains of death,” by which 
the soul is freed from the natural earthly existence as by a second 
birth to a glorified spiritual life. We need not enter further into 
the discussion of the passage, but it is obvious that it is mere 
assumption to assert, on the one hand, that Peter made use o f any 
specific expression, and, on the other, that there was any error of 
translation on the part of the author of Acts. But agreeing that 
the Hebrew is erroneously rendered, the only pertinent question 
is : By whom was the error in question committed ? and the reply 
beyond any. doubt is : By the LXX. who translate the Hebrew 
expression in this very way. It is therefore inadmissible to assert 
from this phrase the existence of an Aramaic original of the 
speech, for the phrase itself is nothing but a quotation from the 
Septuagint.

1 Bleek, E in l.,  p. 348; Stud. u. A'ri/., 1836, p. 1038 f. Cf. Meyer, 
Apg., p. 72 f. ; Neander, PJtanzung, u. s. w ., p. 22, anm. I ; Humphrey, 
Acts, p. 20.

• P s . xvii. 5 (A. V., xviii. 3). 3 Ebrard, zu Olshattsett, Apg., p. 63.
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The expression w&ives davdrov  occurs no less than three 
times in that version : I’s. xvii. 5 (A. V., xviii.), cxiv. 3 (A. V., 
cxvi.), and 2 Sam. xxii. 6 ; and in Job xxxii. 2 we have ArW 
used with ASfws: taSlvas avrtov  lAwas. When it is remem
bered that the author of Acts always quotes the Septuagint version, 
even when it departs from the sense of the Hebrew original, and 
in all probability was only acquainted with the Old Testament 
through it, nothing is more natural than the use of this expression 
taken from that version ; but, with the error already existing there, 
to ascribe it afresh and independently to the author of Acts, upon 
no other grounds than the assumption that Peter may have spoken 
in Aramaic and used an expression which the author misunder
stood or wrongly rendered, is not permissible. Indeed, we have 
already pointed out that, in this very speech, there are quotations 
of the Old Testament according to the LXX. put into the mouth 
of Peter, in which that version does not accurately render the 
original.'

The next trace of translation advanced by Bleek- is found in 
ii. 33,3 where Peter speaks of Christ as exalted: “ ry 8i£l<}. tov 
6tov.” There can be no doubt, Bleek argues, that there is here 
a reference to Psalm cx. 1, and that the apostle intends to speak 
of Christ’s elevation “ to the right (hand) of God whereas the 
Greek expression rather conveys the interpretation, “ by the right 
(hand) of God.” This Expression certainly comes, he asserts, from 
a not altogether suitable translation of the Hebrew. To this, on 
the other hand, much may be objected. Winer,* followed by 
others, defends the construction, and affirms that the passage may, 
without hesitation, be translated, “ to the right (hand) of God.”5 
In which case there is no error at all, and the argument falls to 
the ground. If it be taken, however, either that the rendering 
should be, or was intended to be, “ by the right (hand) of God ”6— 
i.e., by the power of God—that would not involve the necessity of 
admitting an Aramaic original,? because there is no error at all,

‘ Acts ii. 16 f., 26, 27.
3 Mini. JV. T., p. 348 ; Stud. u. K rit., 1836, p. 1038 ; De Wette, Apg., 

p. 42 ; Weiss, Petr. I.ehrb., p. 205.
3 Cf. Acts v. 31.
4 Grammat. N . T. Sprackid., 1867, § 31, 5, p. 201.
5 Winer, /. c.; Fritzsche, Conjeet., i., p. 42 ; Hackett, Acts, p. 51 ; Kahler, 

Stud. u. K r ., 1873, p. 511 f. ; Lekebuscn, Apostelgesch., p. 405 ; Olshausen, 
A pr., p. 66 ; Wordsworth, Greek Test., Acts, p. 49.

5 Alford, Greek Test., ii., p. 26; Bengel, Guam. N. T., p. 511 ; Lechler, 
Das ap. u. nachap. Zeit., p. 21, anm. I j Zeller, Apg., p. 302, anm. 2 ; Meyer, 
Apg-, P- 7 7  f. ; Overbeck, zu de IV. Apg. , p. 42. “ By ” is adopted by the
Vulgate, Syriac, Arabic, and English (authorised) versions.

7 Alford, Greek Test., ii., p. 26; Lekebusch, Apg., p. 405; Meyer, Apg., 
p. 77 f. ; Overbeck, zu de IV. Apg., p. 42 ; Zeller, Apg., p. 502 f., anm. 2 ; 
cf. Kahler, Stud. u. K rit., 1873, p. 511 f.
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and the argument simply is that, being exalted by the right hand 
of God, Jesus had poured forth the Holy Spirit; and in the next 
verse the passage in Psalm cx. 1 (Sept.cix.) is accurately quoted from 
the Septuagint version: “Sit thou on my right (hand)” (Ik 
fiov). In fact, after giving an account of the crucifixion, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus, the speaker ascribes his subsequent 
exaltation to the power of God.1

We have seen that at least the form of the speeches in Acts is 
undoubtedly due to the author of the book, and that he has not 
been able to make the speeches of the different personages in his 
drama differ materially from each other. We shall hereafter have 
occasion to examine further the contents of some of these speeches, 
and the circumstances under which it is alleged that they were 
spoken, and to inquire whether these do not confirm the conclusion 
hitherto arrived at, that they are not historical, but merely the free 
composition of the author of Acts, and never delivered at all. 
Before passing on, however, it may be well to glance for a moment 
at one of these speeches, to which we may not have another 
opportunity of referring, in order that we may see whether it 
presents any traces of inauthenticity and of merely ideal com
position.

In the first chapter an account is given of a meeting of the 
brethren in order to elect a successor to <he traitor Judas. Peter 
addresses the assembly, i. 16 f., and it may be well to quote the 
opening portion of his speech : 16. “ Men (and) brethren, this 
scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit by 
the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, who became 
guide to them that took Jesus, 17. because he was numbered with 
us and obtained the lot of this ministry. 18. Now (p i v  o?v) 
this man purchased a field with the wages of the iniquity («c 
fiurdov Tijs a8i k fas), and falling headlong he burst asunder 
in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out; 19. and (*ai) it 
became known3 unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem, so that that 
field was called in their own tongue (rg t’Sqt SiaA(KTy) 
Acheldamach, that i s : field of blood. 20. For (yap)  it is 
written in the book of Psalms : ‘ Let his habitation be desolate, 
and let no man dwell therein,’ and ‘ his office let another take,’ ” 
etc. Now, let it be remembered that Peter is supposed to be 
addressing an audience of Jews in Jerusalem, in the Hebrew or

1 The expression r j  is used in this sense in the Septuagint version of Isaiah
Ixiii. 12 ; cf. Acts v. 31. The “ right hand of God,” as symbolising his power, 
is constantly employed in the Old Testament.

a The peculiar and favourite expression, y v u x y r b v  i y i v t T o  (or f a r u t )  tyur, 
which only occurs in Acts, is placed in the mouth of Peter, Paul, and others, 
and itself betrays the hand of the author. Cf. ii. 14, iv. 10, ix. 42, xiii. 38, 
xix. 17, xxviii. 22, 28.
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Aramaic language, a few weeks after the crucifixion. Is it possible, 
therefore, that he should give such an account as that in verses 18, 
19, of the end of Judas, which he himself, indeed, says was known 
to all the dwellers at Jerusalem ? Is it possible that, speaking in 
Aramaic to Jews, probably in most part living at and near 
Jerusalem, he could have spoken of the field being so called by 
the people of Jerusalem “ in their own tongue”? Is it possible 
that he should, to such an audience, have translated the word 
Acheldamach ? The answer of most unprejudiced critics is that 
Peter could not have done so. As de VVette remarks : “ In the 
composition of this speech the author has not considered historical 
decorum.”1 This is felt by most Apologists, and many ingenious 
theories are advanced to explain away the difficulty. Some affirm 
that verses 18 and 19 are inserted as a parenthesis by the author 
of the Acts, whilst a larger number contend that only v. 19 is 
parenthetic. A very cursory examination of the passage, however, 
is sufficient to show that the verses cannot be separated. Verse 18 
is connected with the preceding by the pev ovv, 19 with 18 by 
icat, and verse 20 refers to 16, as indeed it also does to 17 and 
18, without which the passage from the Psalm, as applied to Judas, 
would be unintelligible. Most critics, therefore, are agreed that 
none of the verses can be considered parenthetic. Some 
Apologists, who feel that neither of the obnoxious verses can 
be thus explained, endeavour to overcome the difficulty by 
asserting that the words, “ in their own tongue ” (ry ISiy. StaAe/cry) 
and “  that is, the field of blood ” ( t o v t ’ I m iv  ^tapiov a iparos), 
in verse 19, are merely explanatory and inserted by the author of 
Acts. It is unnecessary to say that this explanation is purely 
arbitrary, and that there is no ground, except the difficulty 
itself, upon which their exclusion from the speech can be 
based.

In the cases to which we have hitherto referred, the impossibility 
of supposing that Peter could have spoken in this way has led 
writers to lay the responsibility of unacknowledged interpolations 
in the speech upon the author of Acts, thus at once relieving 
the Apostle. There are some Apologists who do not adopt 
this expedient, but attempt to meet the difficulty in other ways, 
while accepting the whole as a speech of Peter. According to one 
theory, those who object that Peter could not have thus related 
the death of Judas to people who must already have been well 
acquainted with the circumstances have totally overlooked the fact 
that a peculiar view of what has occurred is taken in the narrative, 
and that this peculiar view is the principal point of it. According 
to the statement made, Judas met his miserable end in the very

x A p o s te lg p. 12.
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field which he had bought with the price of blood. It is this 
circumstance, it appears, which Peter brings prominently forward, 
and represents as a manifest and tangible dispensation of Divine 
justice. Unfortunately this is clearly an imaginary moral attached 
to the narrative by the Apologist, and is not the object of 
the supposed speaker, who rather desires to justify the forced 
application to Judas of the quotations in verse 20, which are 
directly connected with the preceding by yap. Moreover, no 
explanation is here offered of the extraordinary expressions in 
verse 19 addressed to citizens of Jerusalem by a Jew in their own 
tongue.

Another explanation, which includes these points, is still more 
striking. With regard to the improbability of Peter’s relating, 
in such a way, the death of Judas, it is argued that, according 
to the Evangelists, the disciples went from Jerusalem back to 
Galilee some eight days after the resurrection, and only 
returned before Pentecost to await the fulfilment of the 
promise of Jesus. Peter and his companions, it is supposed, only 
after their return became acquainted with the fate of Judas, which 
had taken place during their absence, and the matter was, there
fore, quite new to them ; besides, it is added, a speaker is often 
obliged on account of some connection with his subject to relate 
facts already known. It is true that some of the Evangelists 
represent this return to Galilee' as having taken place, but the 
author of the third Gospel and the Acts not only does not do so, 
but excludes it.2 In the third Gospel (xxiv. 49) Jesus commands 
the disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they are endued with 
power from on high, and then, after blessing them, he is parted 
from them, and they return from Bethany to Jerusalem.3 In Acts 
the author again takes up the theme, and, whilst evidently giving 
later traditions regarding the appearances after the resurrection, he 
adheres to his version of the story regarding the command to stay 
in Jerusalem. In i. 4 be says : “ And being assembled together

1 Matt, xxviii. 10,16; Mark xvi. 7 ; John xxi. I. Dr. Farrar, somewhat perti
nently, asks ; “ Why did they (the disciples) not go to Galilee immediately on
receiving our Lord’s message ? The circumstance is unexplained.......  Perhaps
the attire  message of Jesus to them is not recorded ; perhaps they awaited the 
end of the feast " (Life o f Christ, ii., p. 441, note 1).

* In Luke xxiv. 49 the Cod. Alex, reads tv Trj rh \e t 'IfpotvaX-i/i, with God. 
C * *, F, H, K, M, and a number of others of less note. The other older 
Codices omit I tpoivaXlju, but there is no difference of opinion that the “ city” 
is Jerusalem.

3 We shall hereafter have to go more fully into this, and shall not discuss it 
here. The third Gospel really represents the Ascension as taking place on the 
day of the Resurrection; and Acts, whilst giving later tradition, and making 
the Ascension occur forty days after, does not amend, but confirms, the 
previously enunciated view that the disciples had been ordered to stay in 
Jerusalem.
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with them he commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father,” e tc .; and here again, verse 
12, the disciples are represented, just before Peter’s speech is 
supposed to have been delivered, as returning from the Mount of 
Olives to Jerusalem. The author of Acts and the third Synoptic, 
therefore, gives no countenance to this theory.

Setting all this aside, the apologetic hypothesis we are discussing is 
quite excluded upon other grounds. If we suppose that the disciples 
did go into Galilee for a time, we find them again in Jerusalem at 
the election of the successor to Judas, and there is no reason to 
believe that they had only just returned. The Acts not only allow 
of no interval at all for the journey to Galilee between i. 12-14 and 
15 f., but by the simple statement with which our episode 
commences, verse 15, “ And in these days” (*cai iv rai? 
ravrats), Peter conveys anything but the impression of a very 
recent return to Jerusalem. If the Apostles had been even a few 
days there, the incongruity of the speech would remain undiminished; 
for the 120 brethren who are said to have been present must 
chiefly have been residents in Jerusalem, and cannot be supposed 
also to have been absent; and, in any case, events which are 
represented as so well known to all the dwellers in Jerusalem 
must certainly have been familiar to the small Christian com
munity whose interest in the matter was so specially great. 
Moreover, according to the first Synoptic, as soon as J udas sees 
that Jesus is condemned, he brings the money back to the chief 
priests, casts it down, and goes and hangs himself, xxvii. 3 f. This 
is related even before the final condemnation of Jesus and before 
his crucifixion, and the reader is led to believe that Judas at once 
put an end to himself, so that the disciples, who are represented 
as being still in Jerusalem for at least eight days after the resurrec
tion, must have been thereat the time.

With regard to the singular expressions in verse 19, this theory goes 
on to suppose that, out of consideration for Greek fellow believers, 
Peter had probably already begun to speak in the Greek tongue; and 
when he designates the language of the dwellers in Jerusalem as 
“their own dialect,” he does not thereby mean Hebrew in itself, but 
their own expression, the peculiar confession of the opposite party, 
which admitted the cruel treachery towards Jesus, in that they named 
the piece of ground Hakel Damah. Here, again, what assumptions! 
It is generally recognised that Peter must have spoken in Aramaic, 
and, even if he did not, rfi iSii/. StaXeKrto1 cannot mean anything 
but the language of “ all the dwellers at Jerusalem.” In a speech

* S id \e /cros  is used six times in Acts, and nowhere else in the New Testament; 
r j j  l& lq. S id X tK T i?  occurs thrice, i. 19, ii. 6, 8 ; and 777 ‘Ep p a t S i  S i a \tKTtp thrice, 
xxi. 40, xxii. 2, xxvi. 14.
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delivered at Jerusalem, in any language, to an audience consisting 
at least in considerable part of inhabitants of the place, and 
certainly almost entirely of persons whose native tongue was 
Aramaic, to tell them that the inhabitants called a certain field 
“in their own tongue” Acheldamach, giving them at the same time 
a translation of the word, is inconceivable to most critics, even 
including Apologists.

There is another point which indicates not only that this theory' 
is inadequate to solve the difficulty, but that the speech could not 
have been delivered by Peter a few weeks after the occurrences 
related. It is stated that the circumstances narrated were so well 
known to the inhabitants of Jerusalem that the field was called 
in their own tongue Acheldamach. The origin of this name is 
not ascribed to the priests or rulers, but to the people, and it is 
not to be supposed that a popular name could have become 
attached to this field, and so generally adopted as the text 
represents, within the very short time which could have elapsed 
between the death of Judas and the delivery of this speech. Be 
it remembered that from the time of the crucifixion to Pentecost 
the interval was in all only about seven weeks, and that this 
speech was made some time before Pentecost—how long we cannot 
tell, but in any case the interval was much too brief to permit of 
the popular adoption of the name. The whole passage has much 
more the character of a narrative of events which had occurred 
a long time past than of circumstances which had taken place a 
few days before.

The obvious conclusion is that this speech was never spoken 
by Peter, but is a much later composition put into his mouth, and 
written for Greek readers, who required to be told about Judas, 
and for whose benefit the Hebrew name of the field, inserted for 
local colouring, had to be translated. This is confirmed by 
several circumstances, to which we may refer. We shall not 
dwell much upon the fact that Peter is represented as applying 
to Judas two passages quoted from the Septuagint version of 
Psalm lxix. 25 (Sept. Ixviii.) and Psalm cix. (Sept, cviii.) which, 
historically, cannot for a moment be sustained as referring to him. 
The first of these Psalms is quoted freely, and, moreover, the 
denunciations in the original being against a plurality of enemies, 
it can only be made applicable to Judas by altering the plural 
“ their” (<u’t w ) to “ his habitation” (orauAis aiVroP), a con
siderable liberty to take with prophecy. The Holy Spirit is said 
to have spoken this prophecy “ concerning Judas” “ by the 
mouth of David,” but modern research has led critics to the 
conclusion that neither Psalm lxix. nor Psalm cix. was composed 
by David at all. As we know nothing of Peter’s usual system 
of exegesis, very little weight as evidence can be attached
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to this. On the other hand, it is clear that a considerable time 
must have elapsed before these two passages from the Psalms 
could have become applied to the death of Judas.

The account which is given of the fate of Judas is contradictory 
to that given in the first Synoptic, and cannot be reconciled with 
it, but follows a different tradition. According to the first 
Synoptic (xxvii. 3 f.), Judas brings back the thirty pieces of 
silver, casts them down in the Temple, and then goes and hangs 
himself. The chief priests take the money and buy with it the 
Potter’s field, which is not said to have had any other connection 
with Judas, as a place for the burial of strangers. In the Acts, 
Judas himself buys a field as a private possession, and, instead of 
committing suicide by hanging, he is represented as dying from 
a fall in this field, which is evidently regarded as a special judg
ment upon him for his crime. Beyond calling attention to this 
amongst other phenomena presented in this speech, however, we 
have not further to do with the point at present. We have already 
devoted too much space to Peter’s first address, and we now pass 
on to more important topics.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE HISTORICAL VALUE Of THE WORK, CONTINUED 

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY

W e now enter upon a portion of our examination of the Acts 
which is so full of interest in itself that peculiar care will be 
requisite to restrain ourselves within necessary limits. Hitherto 
our attention has been mainly confined to the internal phenomena 
presented by the document before us, with comparatively little aid 
from external testimony, and, although the results of such criticism 
have been of no equivocal character, the historical veracity of the 
Acts has not yet been tested by direct comparison with other 
sources of information. We now propose to examine, as briefly 
as may be, some of the historical statements in themselves 
by the light of information derived from contemporary witnesses 
of unimpeachable authority, and to confront them with well- 
established facts in the annals of the first two centuries. This 
leads us to the borders not only of one of the greatest con
troversies which has occupied theological criticism, but also of 
still more important questions regarding the original character 
and systematic development of Christianity itself. The latter 
we must here resolutely pass almost unnoticed, and into the 
former we shall only enter so far as is absolutely necessary to 
the special object of our inquiry.

The document before us professes to give a narrative of the pro
gress of the primitive Church from its first formation in the midst of 
Mosaism, with strong Judaistic rules and prejudices, up to that liberal 
universalism which freely admitted the Christian Gentile, upon equal 
terms, into communion with the Christian Jew. The question 
with which we are concerned is strictly this: Is the account in the 
Acts of the Apostles of the successive steps by which Christianity 
emerged from Judaism, and, shaking off the restrictions and 
obligations of the Mosaic law, admitted the Gentiles to a full par
ticipation of its privileges, historically true ? Is the representation 
which is made of the conduct and teaching of the older Apostles 
on the one hand, and of Paul on the other, and of their mutual 
relations, an accurate one ? Can the Acts of the Apostles, in short, 
be considered a sober and veracious history of so important and 
interesting an epoch of the Christian Church ? This has been 
vehemently disputed or denied, and the discussion, extending on
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every side into important collateral issues, forms in itself a litera
ture of voluminous extent and profound interest. Our path now 
lies through this debatable land; but, although the controversy as 
to the connection of Paul with the development of Christianity 
and his relation to the Apostles of the Circumcision cannot be 
altogether avoided, it only partially concerns us. We are freed 
from the necessity of advancing any particular theory, and have 
here no further interest in it than to inquire whether the narrative 
of the Acts is historical or not. If, therefore, avoiding many im
portant but unnecessary questions, and restricting ourselves to a 
straight course across the great controversy, we seem to deal 
insufficiently with the general subject, it must be remembered that 
the argument is merely incidental to our inquiry, and that we not 
only do not pretend to exhaust it, but distinctly endeavour to 
reduce our share in it to the smallest limits compatible with our 
immediate object.

According to the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Apostolic age presents a most edifying example of concord and 
moderation. The emancipation of the Church from Mosaic 
restrictions was effected without strife or heart-burning, and the 
freedom of the Gospel, if not attained without hesitation, was 
finally proclaimed with singular largeness of mind and philosophic 
liberality. The teaching of Paul differed in nothing from that 
of the elder Apostles. The Christian universalism, which so 
many suppose to have specially characterised the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles, was not only shared, but even anticipated, by the 
elder Apostles. So far from opposing the free admission of the 
Gentiles to the Christian community, Peter declares himself to 
have been chosen of God that by his voice they should hear the 
Gospel,1 proclaims that there is no distinction between Jew and 
Gentile,1 and advocates the abrogation, in their case at least, of 
the Mosaic law.3 James, whatever his private predilections may 
be, exhibits almost equal forbearance and desire of conciliation. 
In fact, whatever anomalies and contradictions may be discover
able, upon close examination, beneath this smooth and brilliant 
surface, the picture superficially presented is one of singular 
harmony and peace. On the other hand, instead of that sensitive 
independence and self-reliance of character which has been 
ascribed to the Apostle Paul, we find him represented in the Acts 
as submissive to the authority of the “ Pillars ” of the Church, 
ready to conform to their counsels and bow to their decrees, and 
as seizing every opportunity of visiting Jerusalem and coming in 
contact with that stronghold of Judaism. Instead of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, preaching the abrogation of the law, and more

1 Acts xv. 7. 2 lb ., xv. 9. 3 lb ., xv. 10.
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than suspected of leading the Jews to apostatise from Moses,1 we 
find a man even scrupulous in his observance of Mosaic customs, 
taking vows upon him, circumcising Timothy with his own hand, 
and declaring at the close of his career, when a prisoner at Rome, 
that he “ did nothing against the people or the customs of the 
fathers.”3 There is no trace of angry controversy, of jealous 
susceptibility, of dogmatic difference, in the circle of the Apostles. 
The intercourse of Paul with the leaders of the Judaistic party is 
of the most unbroken pleasantness and amity. Of opposition to 
his ministry, or doubt of his Apostleship, whether on the part of 
the Three or of those who identified themselves with their 
teaching, we have no hint. We must endeavour to ascertain 
whether this is a true representation of the early development of 
the Church, and of the .momentous history of the Apostolic age.

In the Epistles of Paul we have, at least to some extent, the 
means of testing the accuracy of the statements of the Acts with 
regard to him and the early history of the Church. The Epistles 
to the Galatians, to the Corinthians (2), and to the Romans are 
generally admitted to be genuine,3 and can be freely used for this 
purpose. To these we shall limit our attention, excluding other 
epistles, whose authenticity is either questioned or denied; but in 
doing so no material capable of really affecting the result is set 
aside. For the same reason, we must reject any evidence to be 
derived from the so-called Epistles of Peter and James, at least so 
far as they are supposed to represent the opinions of Peter and 
James ; but here again it will be found that they do not materially 
affect the points immediately before us. The veracity of the Acts 
of the Apostles being the very point which is in question, it is un
necessary to say that we have to subject the narrative to examina
tion, and by no means to assume the correctness of any statements 
we find in it. At the same time it must be our endeavour to 
collect from this document such indications—and they will 
frequently be valuable—of the true history of the occurrences 
related, as may be presented between the lines of the text. 
In the absence of fuller information, it must not be forgotten 
that human nature in the first century of our era was very much 
what it is in the nineteenth, and, certain facts being clearly estab
lished, it will not be difficult to infer many details which cannot 
now be positively demonstrated. The Epistle to the Galatians, 
however, will be our most invaluable guide. Dealing, as it does, 
with some of the principal episodes of the Acts, we are enabled 
by the words of the Apostle Paul himself, which have all the 
accent of truth and vehement earnestness, to control the narrative 
of the unknown writer of that work; and, where this source fails,

1 Acts xxi. 21. 2 lb ., xxviii. 17. 3 In great part, at least.
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we have the unsuspected testimony of his other Epistles, and of 
later ecclesiastical history, to assist our inquiry.

The problem, then, which we have to consider is the manner in 
which the primitive Church emerged from its earliest form, as a Jewish 
institution with Mosaic restrictions and Israelitish exclusiveness, 
and finally opened wide its doors to the uncircumcised Gentile, 
and assumed the character of a universal religion. In order to 
understand the nature of the case, and be able to estimate aright 
the solution which is presented by the narrative in the Acts of the 
Apostles, it is necessary that we should obtain a clear view of the 
actual characteristics of Christianity at the period when that history 
begins. We must endeavour to understand precisely what view 
the Apostles had formed of their position in regard to Judaism, 
and of the duty which devolved upon them of propagating the 
Gospel. It is obvious that we cannot rightly appreciate the 
amount of persuasion requisite to transform the primitive Church 
from Jewish exclusiveness to Christian universality, without ascer
taining the probable amount of long-rooted conviction and religious 
prejudice or principle which had to be overcome before that great 
change could be effected.

We shall not here enter upon any argument as to the precise 
views which the Founder of Christianity may have held as to his 
own person and work, nor shall we attempt to sift the traditions of 
his life and teaching which have been handed down to us, and to 
separate the genuine spiritual nucleus from the grosser matter by 
which it has been enveloped and obscured. We have much more 
to do with the view which others took of the matter, and, looking 
at the Gospels as representations of that which was accepted as 
the orthodox view regarding the teaching of Jesus, they are almost 
as useful for our present purpose as if they had been more spiritual 
and less popular expositions of his views. What the Master was 
understood to teach is more important for the history of the first 
century than what he actually taught without being understood.

Nothing is more certain than the fact that Christianity, originally, 
was developed out of Judaism, and that its advent was historically 
prepared by the course of the Mosaic system, to which it was so 
closely related. In its first stages, during the apostolic age, it had 
no higher ambition than to be, and to be considered, the con
tinuation and the fulfilment of Judaism, its final and triumphant 
phase. The substantial identity of primitive Christianity with 
true Judaism was, at first, never called in question ; it was con
sidered a mere internal movement of Judaism, its development 
and completion, but by no means its mutilation. The idea of 
Christianity as a new religion never entered the minds of the 
Twelve or of the first believers, nor, as we shall presently see, 
was it so regarded by. the Jews themselves. It was, in fact,

2 T
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originally nothing more than a sect of Judaism holding a particu
lar view of one point in the creed, and, for a very long period, it 
was considered so by others, and was in no way distinguished from 
the rest of Mosaism. Even in the Acts there are traces o f this, 
Paul being called “ a ringleader of the sect (oup«ris) of the 
Nazarenes,”' and the Jews of Rome being represented as referring 
to Christianity by this term.2 Paul, before the Council, not only 
does not scruple to call himself “a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee,” 
but the Pharisees take part with him against the more unorthodox 
and hated sect of the Sadducees.3

For eighteen centuries disputes have fiercely raged over 
the creed of Christendom, and the ingenuity of countless 
divines has been exhausted in deducing mystic dogmas from 
the primitive teaching; but if there be one thing more 
remarkable than another in that teaching, according to the 
Synoptics, it is its perfect simplicity. Jesus did not appear 
with a ready-made theology, and imposed no elaborate system of 
doctrine upon his disciples. Throughout the prophetic period of 
Mosaism one hope had sustained the people of Israel in all their 
sufferings and reverses—that the fortunes of the nation should 
finally be retrieved by a scion of the race of David, under whose 
rule it should be restored to a future of unexampled splendour 
and prosperity. The expectation of the Messiah, under frequently 
modified aspects, had formed a living part in the national faith of 
Israel. Primitive Christianity, sharing, but recasting, this ancient 
hope, was only distinguished from Judaism, with whose worship it 
continued in all points united, by a single doctrine, which was in 
itself merely a modification of the national idea—the belief that 
Jesus of Nazareth was actually the Christ, the promised Messiah. 
This was substantially the whole of its creed.

The Synoptic Gospels, and more especially the first,* are clearly 
a history of Jesus as the Messiah of the house of David, so long 
announced and expected, and whose life and even his death and 
resurrection are shown to be the fulfilment of a series o f  Old 
Testament prophecies. When his birth is announced to Mary, he 
is described as the great one, who is to sit on the throne of David 
his father, and reign over the house of Jacob for ever,* and the 
good tidings of great joy to all the people (iravrl ru> Xa<j>), that 
the Messiah is bom that day in the city of David, are proclaimed 
by the angel to the shepherds of the plain.6 Symeon takes the 
child in his arms and blesses God that the words of the Holy 1

1 Acts xxiv. 5. 3 lb ., xxviii. 22. 3 lb ., xxiii. 6 f.
4 The Gospel commences with the announcement, i. r, 17, 18 j cf. Mark 

i. 1 f.
* Luke i. 32, 33. . ‘ lb ., ii. 10 f.
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Spirit are accomplished, that he should not die before he had seen 
the Lord’s anointed, the Messiah, the consolation of Israel.1 The 
Magi come to his cradle in Bethlehem, the birthplace of the 
Messiah indicated by the prophet,1 2 to do homage to him who is 
bom King of the jews,3 and there Herod seeks to destroy him,4 * 
fulfilling another prophecy.3 His flight into Egypt and return to 
Nazareth are equally the fulfilment of prophecies.6 John the 
Baptist, whose own birth as the forerunner of the Messiah had 
been foretold,7 goes before him preparing the way of the Lord, 
and announcing that the Messianic kingdom is at hand. According 
to the fourth Gospel, some of the twelve had been disciples of the 
Baptist, and follow' Jesus on their master’s assurance that he is the 
Messiah. One of these, Andrew, induces his brother Simon Peter 
also to go after him by the announcement: “ We have found the 
Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ” (i. 35 f. 41). 
And Philip tells Nathaniel: “ We have found him of whom Moses 
in the Law and the Prophets did write : Jesus, the Son of Joseph, 
who is from Nazareth ” (i. 45). When he has commenced his own 
public ministry, Jesus is represented as asking his disciples, “ Who 
do men say that I am ?” and, setting aside the popular conjectures 
that he is John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets, by the still more direct question, “ And who do ye 
say that I am ? Simon Peter answered and said : Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” And in consequence of this 
recognition of his Messiahship, Jesus rejoins : “ And I say unto 
thee that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church.”8

It is quite apart from our present object to point out the 
singular feats of exegesis and perversions of historical sense by 
which passages of the Old Testament are forced to show' that 
every event in the history, and even the startling novelty of a 
suffering and crucified Messiah, which to Jews was a stumbling- 
block and to Gentiles folly,9 had been foretold by the prophets. 
From first to last the Gospels strive to prove that Jesus was the 
Messiah, and connect him indissolubly with the Old Testament. 
The Messianic keynote, which is struck at the outset, regulates 
the strain to the close. The disciples on the way to Emmaus, 
appalled by the ignominious death of their Master, sadly confide 
to the stranger their vanished hope that Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
they now merely call “ a prophet mighty in word and deed before

1 Luke ii. 25-28 ; so also Elizabeth, ii. 38. 2 Matt. ii. 5, 6 ; cf. Micah v. 2.
3 Matt. ii. 2. 4 lb., ii. 16 f.
3 lb., ii. 17 f. 6 lb., ii.23.
7 Luke i. 17 (cf. Matt. xi. 14, xvii. 12 f. ; Mark ix. 11 f.), ii. 67 f. ; Matt,

iii. 3 ;  Mark i. 1 f.
8 Matt. xvi. 13-18 ; cf. Mark viii. 29 ; Luke ix. 20. 9 1 Cor. i. 23.
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God and all the people,” was the Christ “ who was about to 
redeem Israel,” and Jesus himself replies: “ O foolish and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets spake ! Was it not 
needful that the Christ (Messiah) should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory ? And, beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.”1 Then, again, when he appears to the 
eleven immediately after, at Jerusalem, he says: ‘“ These are the 
words that I spake unto you while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled which are written in the law of Moses and 
the prophets and the Psalms concerning me.’ Then opened he 
their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures, 
and said unto them : ‘ Thus it is written, that the Christ should 
suffer and rise from the dead the third day.’ ”3

The crucifixion and death of Jesus introduced the first elements 
of rupture with Judaism, to which they formed the great stumbling- 
block. The conception of a suffering and despised Messiah could 
naturally never have occurred to a Jewish mind.3 The first effort 
of Christianity, therefore, was to repair the apparent breach by 
proving that the suffering Messiah had actually been foretold by 
the prophets; and to re-establish the Messianic character o f  Jesus, 
by the evidence of his resurrection. But, above all, the momen
tary deviation from orthodox Jewish ideas regarding the Messiah 
was retraced by the representation of a speedy second advent, in 
glory, of the once rejected Messiah to restore the kingdom of 
Israel, by which the ancient hopes of the people became reconciled 
with the new expectation of Christians. Even before the ascen
sion the disciples are represented in the Acts as asking the risen 
Jesus : “ Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel ?”« There can be no doubt of the reality and universality of 
the belief, in the Apostolic Church, in the immediate return of the 
glorified Messiah, and speedy “ end of all things.”

The substance of the preaching of the Apostles in Acts simply 
is that Jesus is the Christ,5 the expected Messiah. Their chief

1 Luke xxiv. 15-17. 3 lb ., xxiv. 44-46.
3 In the Gospels the disciples are represented as not understanding such 

a representation, and Peter, immediately after the famous declaration, “ Thou 
art the Christ,” rebukes Jesus for such an idea (Matt. xvi. 21 f.; cf. Mark 
ix. 32 ; Luke ix. 45, xviii. 34, etc.).

4 Acts i. 6. Hase pertinently observes : “ The Apostolic Church, both 
before and after the destruction of Jerusalem, devoutly expected from day to 
day the return of Christ. If an interval of thousands of years (Jahrtausenden) 
occur between both events, then there is either an error in the prophecy or in 
the tradition” (Das Leben J e w , j te  Aufl., p. 226).

5 Cf. Acts ix. 22, ii. 36, v. 42, viii. 4 f., 35, x. 36 f., xiii. 23 f., xvii. 3, xviii. 
5, 28, xxvi. 22 f. Hegesippus says of James that he was a witness both to Jews 
and Greeks that Jesus is the Christ (Euseb., H. E ., ii. 25).
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aim is to prove that his sufferings and death had been foretold by 
the prophets,1 and that his resurrection establishes his claim to 
the title.2 The simplicity of the creed is illustrated by the rapidity 
with which converts are made. After a few words, on one 
occasion three thousand,3 and on another five thousand,4 are at 
once converted. No lengthened instruction or preparation was 
requisite for admission into the Church. As soon as a Jew 
acknowledged Jesus to be the Messiah he thereby became a 
Christian. As soon as the three thousand converts at Pentecost 
made this confession of faith they were baptised.5 The Ethiopian 
is converted whilst passing in his chariot, and is immediately 
baptised,6 as are likewise Cornelius and his household after a short 
address from Peter.? The new faith involved no abandonment of 
the old. On the contrary, the advent of the Messiah was so 
essential a part of Judaic belief, and the Messianic claim of Jesus 
was so completely based by the Apostles on the fulfilment of 
prophecy— “ showing by the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ ” 
—that recognition of the fact rather constituted firmer adhesion to 
Mosaism, and deeper faith in the inviolable truth of the Covenant 
with Israel. If there had been no Mosaism, so to say, there could 
have been no Messiah. So far from being opposed either to the 
form or spirit of the religion of Israel, the proclamation of the 
Messiah was its necessary complement, and could only be intelli
gible by confirmation of its truth and maintenance of its validity. 
Christianity—belief in the Messiah—in its early phases, drew its 
whole nourishment from roots that sank deeply into Mosaism. It 
was indeed nothing more than Mosaism in a developed form. 
The only difference between the Jew and the Christian was that 
the latter believed the Messiah to have already appeared in Jesus, 
whilst the former still expected him in the future ; though even 
this difference was singularly diminished, in appearance at least, 
by the Christian expectation of the second advent.

It is exceedingly important to ascertain, under these circum
stances, what was the impression of the Apostles as to the relation 
of believers to Judaism and to Mosaic observances, although it 
must be clear to anyone who impartially considers the origin and 
historical antecedents of the Christian faith that very little doubt 
can have existed in their minds on the subject. The teaching of 
Jesus, as recorded in the synoptic Gospels, is by no means of a 
doubtful character, more especially when the sanctity of the 
Mosaic system in the eyes of a Jew is borne in mind. It must be 
apparent that, in order to remove the obligation of a Law and form

' Acts ii. 23 f., iii. 13 f., xxvi. 22 f.
2 Acts ii. 31, iii. 26, iv. 33, v. 30 f., x. 40 f. 3 //>., ii. 41.
4 lb ., iv. 4. There may be doubt as to the numl>er on this occasion.
5 lb ., ii. 41. 6 lb .,  viii. 35 f. 1 lb . ,  x. 47 f.
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of worship believed to have been, in the most direct sense, 
instituted by God himself, the most clear, strong, and reiterated 
order would have been requisite. No one can reasonably maintain 
that a few spiritual expressions directed against the bare letter and 
abuse of the law, which were scarcely understood by the hearers, 
could have been intended to abolish a system so firmly planted, 
or to overthrow Jewish institutions of such antiquity and national 
importance, much less that they could be taken in this sense by 
the disciples. A few passages in the Gospels, therefore, which 
may bear the interpretation of having foreseen the eventful super- 
session of Mosaism by his own more spiritual principles, must not 
be strained to support the idea that Jesus taught disregard of the 
Law. His very distinct and positive lessons, conveyed both by 
precept and practice, show, on the contrary, that not only he did 
not intend to attack pure Mosaism, but that he was understood 
both directly and by inference to recognise and confirm it.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus states to the disciples in the 
most positive manner : “Think not that I came to*destroy the law or 
the prophets ; I came not to destroy but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall not 
pass from the law, till all be accomplished.”' Whether the last 
phrase be interpreted “ till all the law be accomplished,” or “ till all 
things appointed to occur be accomplished,” the effect is the same. 
One clear explicit declaration like this, under the circumstances, 
would outweigh a host of doubtful expressions. Not only does 
Jesus in this passage directly repudiate any idea of attacking the 
law and the prophets, but, in representing his mission as their 
fulfilment, he affirms them, and associates his own work in the 
closest way with theirs. If there were any uncertainty, however, 
as to the meaning of his words, it would be removed by the con
tinuation : “ Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these com
mandments, even the least, and shall teach men so, he shall be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and 
teach them he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”2 
It would be difficult for teaching to be more decisive in favour of 
the maintenance of the law, and this instruction, according to 
the first Synoptic, was specially directed to the disciples.3 When 
Jesus goes on to show that their righteousness must exceed that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, and to add to the letter of the law, as 
interpreted by those of old, his own profound interpretation of its 
spirit, he only intensifies, without limiting, the operation of the

1 Matt. v. 17, 18 ; cf. xxiii. 2 f. ; cf. Luke xvi. 17.
3 lb., v. 19. Hilgenfeld (Einl. N . T ., p. 469 f.) and some others consider 

this, as well as other parts of the Sermon on the Mount, to he inserted as a 
direct attack upon Pauline teaching.

3 Matt. v. 1, 2.
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law; he merely spiritualises it. He does no more than this 
in his lessons regarding the observance of the Sabbath. H« did 
not, in point of fact, attack the genuine Mosaic institution of the 
day of rest at all, but merely the intolerable literalism by which 
its observance had been made a burden instead of “ a delight.” 
He justified his variation from the traditional teaching and 
practice of his time by appeals to Scriptural precedent.1
As Dr. Farrar has said : “ ....... the observance of the Sabbath,
which had been intended to secure for weary men a rest full of 
love and peace and mercy, had become a mere national fetish—-a 
barren custom fenced in with the most frivolous and senseless 
restrictions.”2 Jesus restored its original significance.

In restricting some of the permissive clauses of the law, on the 
other hand, he acted precisely in the same spirit. He dealt with the 
law not with the temper of a revolutionist, but of a reformer, and his 
reforms, so far from affecting its permanence, are a virtual confirma
tion of the rest of the code.3 Ritschl, whose views on this point 
will have some weight with Apologists, combats the idea that 
Jesus merely confirmed the Mosaic moral law and abolished the 
ceremonial law. Referring to one particular point of importance, 
he says: “ He certainly contests the duty of the Sabbath rest, 
the value of purifications and sacrifices, and the validity of divorce; 
on the other hand, he leaves unattacked the value of circumcision, 
whose regulation is generally reckoned as part of the ceremonial 
law ; and nothing justifies the conclusion that Jesus estimated it 
in the same way as Justin Martyr, and the other Gentile Christian 
Church teachers, who place it on the same line as the ceremonies. 
The only passage in which Jesus touches upon circumcision 
(John vii. 22) rather proves that, as an institution of the patriarchs, 
he attributes to it peculiar sanctity. Moreover, when Jesus, with 
unmistakable intention, confines his own personal ministry to the 
Israelitish people (Mark vii. 27, Matt. x. 5, 6), he thereby 
recognises their prior right of participation in the kingdom of 
God, and also, indirectly, circumcision as the sign of the prefer
ence of this people. The distinction of circumcision from 
ceremonies, besides, is perfectly intelligible from the Old Testa
ment. Through circumcision, to wit, is the Israelite, sprung from 
the people of the Covenant, indicated as sanctified by G od; 
through purification, sacrifice. Sabbath rest, must he continually 
sanctify himself for God. So long, therefore, as the conception 
of the people of the Covenant is maintained, circumcision cannot

' Matt. xii. 3 f.; Mark ii. 25 f.; Luke vi. 3 f.
2 Farrar, Life of Christ, L , p. 375, cf. p. 431 f., ii. 115 f.
3 Ritschl limits the application of much of the modification of the law 

ascribed to Jesus to the disciples, as members of the “ kingdom of G od” 
(E n ts t . altk. Kirche, p. 29 f.).
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be abandoned, whilst even the prophets have pointed to the 
merely relative importance of the Mosaic worship.”1

Jesus everywhere in the Gospels recognises the divine origin of 
the law,' and he quotes the predictions of the prophets as absolute 
evidence of his own pretensions. To those who ask him the way 
to eternal life he indicates its commandments,3 and he even 
enjoins the observance of its ceremonial rites.* Jesus did not 
abrogate the Mosaic law; but, on the contrary, by his example as 
well as his precepts he practically confirmed it. According 
to the statements of the Gospels, Jesus himself observed 
the prescriptions of the Mosaic law. From his birth he had 
been brought up in its worship.3 He was circumcised on the 
eighth day.6 “ And when the days of their purification were 
accomplished, according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, even as it is written 
in the law of the Lord : Every male, etc., and to give a sacrifice 
according to that which is said in the law of the Lord,” etc.? 
Every year his parents went to Jerusalem at the feast of the Pass- 
over,8 and this practice he continued till the close of his life. 
“ As his custom was, he went into the synagogue (at Nazareth) 
and stood up to read.”’ According to the fourth Gospel, Jesus 
goes up to Jerusalem for the various festivals of the Jews,10 and the 
feast of the Passover, according to the Synoptics, was the last 
memorable supper eaten with his disciples," the third Synoptic 
representing him as saying: “ With desire I desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer; for I say unto you that I shall 
not any more eat it until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of G o d ”" 
However exceptional the character of Jesus, and however elevated 
his views, it is undeniable that he lived and died a Jew, conforming 
to the ordinances of the Mosaic law in all essential points, and 
not holding himself aloof from the worship of the Temple which 
he purified. The influence which his adherence to the forms of 
Judaism must have exerted over his followers can scarcely be 
exaggerated, and the fact must ever be carefully borne in mind in 
estimating the conduct of the Apostles and of the primitive 
Christian community after his death.

As befitted the character of the Jewish Messiah, the sphere of

1 Ritschl, Enlst. allk. Kirche, p. 34, cf. 46 f.
a Matt. xv. 4, etc. Paley says : “ Undoubtedly our Saviour assumes the 

divine origin of the Mosaic institution ” (A View of the Evidences, etc., 
ed. Potts, 1850, p. 262).

3 Matt. xix. 17 ; Mark x. 17; Luke xviii. 18; x. 25 f., xv. 29, 31, 32.
* Matt. viii. 4 ; Luke v. 14 ; John vii. 8. 3 Cf. Gal. iv. 4.
6 Luke ii. 21. 7 /i., ii. 22 f. 8 lb., ii. 41. * lb., iv. 16.

’° John v. 1, vii. 8, to, x. 22 f., xi. 55, 56, xii. 1 , 12;  xiii. 1 f.
11 Matt. xxvi. 17 f. ; Mark xiv. 12 f. ; Luke xxii. 7 f.
" Luke xxii. 15 f.
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the ministry of Jesus and the arrangements for the proclamation of 
the Gospel were strictly, and even intensely, Judaic. Jesus 
attached to his person twelve disciples, a number clearly typical 
of the twelve tribes of the people of Israel; and this reference is 
distinctly adopted when Jesus is represented, in the Synoptics, as 
promising that, in the Messianic kingdom, “ when the Son of 
Man shall sit on the throne of his glory,” the Twelve also “ shall 
sit upon twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel a 
promise which, according to the third Synoptist, is actually made 
during the last supper.2 In the Apocalypse, which, “ of all the 
writings of the New Testament, is most thoroughly Jewish in its 
language and imagery, ”3 the names of the twelve Apostles of the 
Lamb are written upon the twelve foundations of the wall of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, upon the twelve gates of which, through 
which alone access to the city can be obtained, are the names of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel.* Jesus himself limited 
his teaching to the Jews, and was strictly “ a minister of the cir
cumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made 
unto the fathers.” To the prayer of the Canaanitish woman, 
“ Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David,” unlike his gracious 
demeanour to her of the bloody issue,5 Jesus at first, it is said, 
“ answered her not a word”; and even when besought by the 
disciples—not to heal her daughter, but—to “ send her away,” he 
makes the emphatic declaration : “ I was not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”6 To her continued appeals he 
lays down the principle : “ It is not lawful to take the children’s 
bread and cast it to the dogs.” If after these exclusive sentences 
the boon is finally granted, it is as of the crumbs? which fall from 
the master’s table. The modified expression in the second Gospel, 
“ Let the children first be filled : for it is not meet to take the 
children’s bread and cast it to the dogs,” does not affect the case, 
for it equally represents exclusion from the privileges of Israel, 
and the Messianic idea fully contemplated a certain grace to the 
heathen when the children were filled. The expression regarding 
casting the children’s bread “ to the dogs ” is clearly in reference 
to the Gentiles, who were so called by the Jews. A similar, 
though still stronger, use of such expressions might be {jointed 
out in the Sermon on the Mount in the first Gospel (vii. 6): 
“ Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast your

1 Matt. xix. 28. 7 Luke xxii. 30.
3 Lightfoot, St. P auts E f. to the Galatians, 4th ed., p. 343.
4 Rev. xxi. ta, 14. 5 Matt. ix. 22.
6 This expression does not occur in the parallel in Mark.
7 These VWx<°> it is supposed, may mean the morsels of bread on which the 

hands were wiped after they had, in Eastern fashion, Ireen thrust into the dishes 
before them.
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pearls before swine.” It is certain that the Jews were in the habit 
of speaking of the heathen both as dogs and swine—unclean 
animals—and Hilgenfeld1 and some other critics see in this verse 
a reference to the Gentiles. YVe do not, however, press this 
application, which is, and may be, disputed, but merely mention it 
and pass on. There can be no doubt, however, of the exclusive 
references to the Gentiles in the same sermon and other passages, 
where the disciples are enjoined to practise a higher righteousness
than the Gentiles. “ Do not even the publicans....... do not even
the Gentiles or sinners the same things.”2 “ Take no thought, 
etc., for after all these things do the Gentiles seek ; but seek ye, 
etc.”3 The contrast is precisely that put with some irony by 
Paul, making use of the common Jewish expression “ sinner ” as 
almost equivalent for “ Gentile.”'* In another place the first 
Synoptic represents Jesus as teaching his disciples how to deal 
with a brother who sins against them, and as the final resource, 
when every effort at reconciliation and justice has failed, he says: 
“ Let him be unto thee as the Gentile (iOvu<b<s) and the 
publican” (Matt, xviii. 17). He could not express in a stronger 
way to a Jewish mind the idea of social and religious excom
munication.

The instructions which Jesus gives in sending out the Twelve 
express the exclusiveness of the Messianic mission to the 
Jews, in the first instance, at least, in a very marked manner. 
Jesus commands his disciples: “ Go not into a way o f  the 
Gentiles (i8vu>v), and into a city of the Samaritans enter ye n o t; 
but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye 
go, preach, saying: The kingdom of heaven is at hand. ”5 As if 
more emphatically to mark the limitation of the mission, the 
assurance is seriously added : “ For verily I say unto you, ye shall 
not have gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of Man com e.”” 
It will be observed that Jesus here charges the Twelve to go rather 
“ to the lost sheep of the house of Israel ” in the same words 
that he employs to the Canaanitish woman to describe the 
exclusive destination of his own ministry.? In coupling the
Samaritans with the Gentiles there is merely an expression o f the 
intense antipathy of the Jews against them as a mixed and, we
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1 Hilgenfeld, Die Evangelien, p. 64; Et'nl., p. 470; Reuss, Thiol. Chr., ii., 
p. 348 ; cf. Schoettgen, Horn Hebr., p. 87 : K e i in, Jesu v. Nazar a, ii., p. 406, 
anm. 3 ; Kdsllin, Urspr. syuopt. Em'., p. 178.

2 Matt. v. 46 f., vi. 7 f. ; cf. Luke vi. 32 f., where “ sinners” is substituted 
for “ Gentiles.”

3 Matt. vi. 31 f. ; cf. xx. 25 f. ; Luke xii. 30.
4 Gal. ii. 15 ; cf. Lightfool, St. Paul's Ep. to Gal., 4th ed., p. 114.
5 Matt. x. 5-7 ; cf. Mark iii. 13 f., vi. 7 f. ; Luke ix. I f.
6 Matt. x. 23. t //>., xv. ; cf. Acts iii. 25, 26, xiii. 46.
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may say, renegade race excluded from the Jewish worship, although 
circumcised, intercourse with whom is to this day almost regarded 
as pollution.1

The third Gospel, which omits the restrictive instructions 
of Jesus to the Twelve given by the first Synoptist, intro
duces another episode of the same description—the appoint
ment and mission of seventy disciples,2 to which we must very 
briefly refer. No mention whatever is made of the incident in the 
other Gospels, and these disciples are not referred to in any other 
part of the New Testament.3 Even Eusebius remarks that no 
catalogue of them is anywhere given,4 and, after naming a few 
persons, who were said by tradition to have been of their number, 
he points out that more than seventy disciples appear, for instance, 
according to the testimony of Paul.3 It will be observed that the 
instructions supposed to be given to the Seventy in the third 
Synoptic are, in the first, at least in considerable part, the very 
instructions given to the Twelve. There has been much discussion 
regarding the whole episode, which need not here be minutely 
referred to. For various reasons the majority of critics impugn 
its historical character. A large number of these, as well as other 
writers, consider that the narrative of this appointment of 
seventy disciples, the number of the nations of the earth accord
ing to Jewish ideas, was introduced in Pauline universalistic 
interest, or, at least, that the number is typical of Gentile conver
sion, in contrast with that of the Twelve who represent the more 
strictly Judaic limitation of the Messianic mission; and they 
seem to hold that the preaching of the Seventy is represented as 
not confined to Judaea, but as extending to Samaria, and that 
it thus denoted the extension of the Gospel also to the Gentiles. 
On the other hand, other critics, many, though .by no means all, 
of whom do not question the authenticity of the passage, are 
disposed to deny the Pauline tendency and any special connection 
with a mission to the Gentiles, and rather to see in the number 
seventy a reference to well-known Judaistic institutions. It is true 
that the number of the nations was set down at seventy by Jewish 
tradition,6 but, on the other hand, it was the number of the elders

* Farrar, Life o f Christ, i., 208 f.
2 Lake x. i f .  We need not discuss the precise number, whether 70 or 7z - 

The very same uncertainty exists regarding the number of the elders and of 
the nations.

3 Even Thiersch is struck by this singular fact. “ It is remarkable,’’ he says, 
“ that no further mention of the seventy disciples of Christ (Luke x. 1) occurs 
in the N. T ., and that no credible tradition regarding them is preserved ’’ (Pie 
Kirche itn ap. ILeit., p. 79, anm. 2).

4 Euseb , H. E ., i. 12. 5 //>., cf. 1 Cor. xv. 5 f.
6 See p. 63; Clem. Recog., ii. 42; Epiphanius, Hter., i. 5; Eisenmenger, 

Entd. Judenthum , ii., p. 3 {., p. 736 f.
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chosen by Moses from amongst the children of Israel by God’s 
command to help him, and to whom God gave of his s p i r i t a n d  
also of the national Sanhedrin, which, according to the Mischna,2 
still represented the Mosaic council. This view receives confirma
tion from the Clementine Recognitions in the following passage: 
“ He, therefore, chose us twelve who first believed in him, whom 
he named Apostles ; afterwards seventy-two other disciples of most 
approved goodness, that, even in this way, recognising the simili
tude of Moses, the multitude might believe that this is the prophet 
to come, whom Moses foretold.”3 The passage here referred to is 
twice quoted in the Acts : “ Moses indeed said : A prophet will 
the Lord our God raise up unto you from among your brethren, 
like unto me,” etc.3 On examination, we do not find that there is 
any ground for the assertion that the seventy disciples were sent 
to the Samaritans or Gentiles, or were in any way connected with 
universalistic ideas. Jesus had “ stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem,” and sent messengers before him who “ went and 
entered into a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him,” 
but they repulsed him, “ because his face was as though he would 
go to Jerusalem.”3 There is' a decided break before the 
appointment of the Seventy. “ After these things (/«ra raf-ra) 
the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and 
two before his face into every city and place whither he himself was 
about to come.”6 There is not a single word in the instructions 
given to them which justifies the conclusion that they were sent 
to Samaria, and only the inference from the number seventy, taken 
as typical of the nations, suggests it. That inference is not 
sufficiently attested, and the slightness of the use made of the 
seventy disciples in the third Gospel—this occasion being the only 
one on which they are mentioned, and no specific intimation of 
any mission to all people being here given—does not favour the 
theory of Pauline tendency. So far as we are concerned 
the point is unimportant. Those who assert the universal
istic character of the episode generally deny its authenticity ; roost 
of those who accept it as historical deny its universalism.

1 Numbers xi. 16 f., 25 f. ; also the number of the sons of Jacob who went 
into Egypt (Gen. xlvi. 27).

2 Sanhedr., i. 6.
3 Nos ergo primes elegit duodecim sibi credentes, quos Apostolos nominaxit, 

postmodum alios septuaginta duos probatissimos discipuhs, ut vet hoe mode 
recognita imagine Moysis crederet multitude, quia hie est, quem praedixit 
Moysis venturum prophetam (Recog., i. 40; cf. Hilgenfeld, Die E m . Justins, 
p. 356 f.). Hilgenfeld suggests the possibility of an earlier tradition out of 
which both the third Synoptisl and the Clementines may have drawn their 
materials.

4 Acts iii. 22, vii. 37 ; cf. Deuteron. xviii. 18.
5 Luke ix. 51 f. 6 lb., x. I.
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The order to go and teach all nations by no means 
carries us beyond strictly Messianic limits. Whilst the Jews 
expected the Messiah to restore the people of Israel to their own 
Holy Land and crown them with unexampled prosperity and 
peace, revenging their past sorrows upon their enemies, and grant
ing them supremacy over all the earth, they likewise held that one 
of the Messianic glories was to be the conversion of the Gentiles 
to the worship of Jahveh. This is the burden of the prophets, and 
it requires no proof. The Jews, as the people with whom God had 
entered into Covenant, were first to be received into the kingdom. 
“ Let the children first be filled,”1 and then the heathen might 
partake of the bread. Regarding the ultimate conversion of the 
Gentiles, therefore, there was no doubt; the only questions were 
as to the time and the conditions of admission into the national 
fellowship. As to the time, there never had been any expectation 
that the heathen could be turned to Jahveh in numbers before the 
appearance of the Messiah, but converts to Judaism had been 
made in all ages, and after the dispersion, especially, the influence 
of the Jews upon the professors of the effete and expiring religions 
of Rome, of Greece, and of Egypt was very great, and numerous 
proselytes adopted the faith of Israel, and were eagerly sought for,2 
in spite of the abusive terms in which the Talmudists spoke of 
them .3

The conditions, on the other hand, were perfectly definite. 
The case of converts had been early foreseen and provided for in 
the Mosaic code. Without referring to minor points, we may at 
once say that circumcision was indispensable to admission into the 
number of the children of Israel.4 Participation in the privileges 
of the Covenant could only be secured by accepting the mark of 
that Covenant. Very many, however, had adopted Judaism to a 
great extent who were not willing to undergo the rite requisite to 
full admission into the nation, and a certain modification had 
gradually been introduced by which, without it, strangers might be 
admitted into partial communion with Israel. There were, there
fore, two classes of proselytes: the first called Proselytes of the 
Covenant or of Righteousness, who were circumcised, obeyed the 
whole Mosaic law, and were fully incorporated with Israel; and the 
other called Proselytes of the Gate, or worshippers of Jahveh, 
who in the New Testament are commonly called ol <rtf36fi(voi r<W 
©fov, or ol tvcrt/3ti<i. These had not undergone the rite of circum
cision, and therefore were not participators in the Covenant, but

1 Mark viii. 27. 2 Matt, xxiii. 15.
J They were said to be “ as a scab to Israel.” Bab. Middah. fol. xiii. 2; 

Lightfoot, Horn. Hebr., IVorbs, xi., p. 282.
4 Exod. xii. 48; Numb. ix. 14; cf. Ex. xii. 19, etc.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



654 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

merely worshipped the God of Israel, and were only compelled to 
observe the seven Noachian prescriptions. These Proselytes of 
the Gate, however, were little more than on sufferance. They 
were excluded from the Temple, and even the Acts of the Aposdes 
represent it to be pollution for a Jew to have intercourse with 
them : it requires direct divine intervention to induce Peter to go 
to Cornelius, and to excuse his doing so in the eyes of the primitive 
Church.' Nothing short of circumcision and full observance o f the 
Mosaic law could secure the privileges of the Covenant with Israel 
to a stranger, and in illustration of this we may again point to the 
Acts, where certain who came from Judaea, members of the 
primitive Church, teach the Christians of Antioch : “ Except ye 
have been circumcised after the custom of Moses ye cannot be 
saved.”1 * 3 This will be more fully shown as we proceed.

The conversion of the Gentiles was not, therefore, in the least 
degree an idea foreign to Judaism, but, on the contrary, formed an 
intimate part of the Messianic expectation of the later prophets. 
The conditions of admission to the privileges and promises of the 
Covenant, however, were full acceptance of the Mosaic law and 
submission to the initiatory rite. That small and comparatively 
insignificant people, with an arrogance that would have been 
ridiculous if, in the influence which they have actually exerted over 
the world, it had not been almost sublime, not only supposed 
themselves the sole and privileged recipients of the oracles of God, 
as his chosen and peculiar people, but they contemplated nothing 
short of universal submission to the Mosaic code, and the supremacy 
of Israel over all the earth.

We are now better able to estimate the position of the Twelve 
when the death of their Master threw them on their own resources, 
and left them to propagate his Gospel as they themselves under
stood it. Bom a Jew of the race of David, accepting during his 
life the character of the promised Messiah, and dying with the 
mocking title “ King of the Jews” written upon his cross, Jesus 
had left his disciples in close communion with the Mosaism which 
he had spiritualised and ennobled, but had not abolished. He 
himself had taught them that “ it becomes us to fulfil all right
eousness,” and from his youth upwards had set them the example 
of enlightened observance of the • Mosaic law. His precept had 
not belied his example, and, whilst in strong terms we find him 
inculcating the permanence of the Law, it is certain that he left no 
order to disregard it. He confined his own preaching to the Jews;

1 Acts x. 2 f., xi. 2 f. Dr. Lightfoot says : “ The Apostles of the circumcision, 
even St. Peter himself, had failed hitherto to comprehend the wide purpose of
God. With their fellow-countrymen they still * held it unlawful for a Jew to 
keep company with an alien’ (Acts x. 28) ” (Galatians, p. 290).

3 Acts xv. I.
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the first ministers of the Messiah represented the twelve tribes of 
the people of Israel; and the first Christians were of that nation, 
with no distinctive worship, but practising as before the whole 
Mosaic rit-ual. What Neander says of “ many ” may, we think, be 
referred to all : “ That Jesus faithfully observed the form of the 
Jewish law served to them as evidence that this form should ever 
preserve its value.”' As a fact, the Apostles and the early 
Christians continued as before assiduously to practise all the obser
vances of the Mosaic law, to frequent the Temple,2 and adhere to 
the usual strict forms of Judaism. In addition to the influence of 
the example of Jesus and the powerful effect of national habit, 
there were many strong reasons which obviously must to Jews have 
rendered abandonment of the law as difficult as submission to its 
full requirements must have been to Gentiles. Holding as they 
did the Divine origin of the Old Testament, in which the obser
vance of the Law was inculcated on almost every page, it would 
have been impossible, without counter-teaching of the most 
peremptory and convincing character, to have shaken its supre
macy ; but, beyond this, in that theocratic community Mosaism 
was not only the condition of the Covenant and the key of the 
Temple, but it was also the diploma of citizenship, and the bond 
of social and political life. To abandon the observance of the 
Law was not only to resign the privilege and the distinctive 
characteristic of Israel, to relinquish the faith of the Patriarchs who 
were the glory of the nation, and to forsake a divinely appointed 
form of worship, without any recognised or even indicated 
substitute, but it severed the only link between the individual and 
the people of Israel, and left him in despised isolation, an out
cast from the community. They had no idea that any such 
sacrifice was required of them. They were simply Jews believing 
in the Jewish Messiah, and they held that all things else were to 
proceed as before, until the glorious second coming of the 
Christ.

The Apostles and the primitive Christians continued to hold the 
national belief that the way to Christianity lay through Judaism, 
and that the observance of the law was obligatory and circum
cision necessary to complete communion. Paul describes with 
unappeased irritation the efforts made by the community of 
Jerusalem, whose “ pillars” were Peter, James, and John, to force 
Titus, a Gentile Christian, to be circumcised,3 and even the Acts 
represent James and all the elders of the Church of Jerusalem as

1 PJlanzung, u. s. w ., p. 47.
2 Acts ii. 46, iii. I, v. 20, 42, xxi. 20-27, xxii. 17, etc.
3 Gal. ii. 3 f. As we shall more fully discuss this episode hereafter, it is not 

necessary to do so here.
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requesting Paul, long after, to take part with four Jewish Christians, 
who had a vow and were about to purify themselves and shave 
their heads and, after the accomplishment of the days of purifica
tion, make the usual offering in the Temple, in order to convince 
the “ many thousands there of those who have believed, and are 
all zealous for the law,” that it is untrue that he teaches : “ all the 
Jews who are among the Gentiles apostacy (a-roo-rao-Lav) from 
Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, 
neither to walk after the customs,” and to show, on the contrary, 
that he himself walks orderly and keeps the Law.1 As true 
Israelites, with opinions fundamentally unchanged by belief that 
Jesus was the Messiah, they held that the Gospel was specially 
intended for the people of the Covenant, and they confined their 
teaching to the Jews.2 A Gentile, whilst still uncircumcised, even 
although converted, could not, they thought, be received on an 
equality with the Jew, but defiled him by contact.3 The attitude 
of the Christian Jew to the merely Christian Gentile, who had not 
entered the community by the portal of Judaism, was, as before, 
simply that of the Jew to the proselyte of the Gate. The Apostles 
could not upon any other terms have then even contemplated the 
conversion of the Gentiles. Jesus had limited his own teaching to 
the Jews, and, according to the first Gospel, had positively 
prohibited, at one time at least, their going to the Gentiles, or even 
to the Samaritans, and if there had been an order to preach to all 
nations it certainly was not accompanied by any removal of the 
conditions specified in the Law.*

1 Acts xxi. 18-26; cf. xv. i. Paul is also represented assaying to the 
Jews of Rome that he has done nothing “ against the customs of their 
Fathers.”

2 Dr. Lightfoot says; “ Meanwhile at Jerusalem some years passed awaybefore 
the barrier of Judaism was assailed. The Apostles still observed the Mosaic 
ritual; they still confined their preaching to Jews by birth, or Jews by adoption, 
the proselytes of the Covenant,” etc. (Paul's Ep. to Go/., p. 287). Paley 
says: “ It was not yet known to the Apostles that they were at liberty to 
propose the religion to mankind at large. That ‘ mystery,’ as St. Paul calls it 
(Eph. iii. 3-6), and as it then was, was revealed to Peter by an especial miracle” 
(A View of the Evidence, etc., ed. Potts, 1850, p. 228).

3 Acts x. i f . ,  14, 28 ; xi. 1 f.
4 Dr. Lightfoot says: “ The Master himself had left no express instructions. 

He had charged them, it is true, to preach the Gospel to all nations, but how 
this injunction was to be carried out, by what changes a national Church must 
expand into an universal Church, they had not been told. He had, indeed, 
asserted the sovereignty of the spirit over the letter ; he had enunciated the 
great principle—as wide in its application as the law itself—that ‘ man was not 
made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath for man.’ He had pointed to the 
fulfilment of the law in the Gospel. So far he had discredited the law, but he 
had not deposed it or abolished it. It was left to the Apostles themselves, 
under the guidance of the Spirit, moulded by circumstances and mould
ing them in tum, to work out the great change” (St. Paul's Ep. to Gal., 
p. 286).
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It has been remarked that neither party, in the great dis
cussion in the Church regarding the terms upon which Gentiles 
might be admitted to the privileges of Christianity, ever 
appealed in support of their views to specific instructions of 
Jesus on the subject. The reason is intelligible enough. The 
Petrine party, supported as they were by the whole weight 
of the Law and of Holy Scripture, as well as by the example 
and tacit approval of the Master, could not have felt even that 
degree of doubt which precedes an appeal to authority. The 
party of Paul, on the other hand, had nothing in their favour to 
which a specific appeal could have been made; but in his constant 
protest that he had not received his doctrine from man, but had 
been taught it by direct revelation, the Apostle of the Gentiles, who 
was the first to proclaim a substantial difference between Chris
tianity and Judaism, in reality endeavoured to set aside the 
authority of the Judaistic party by an appeal from the earthly to 
the spiritualised Messiah. Even after the visit of Paul to Jeru
salem about the year 50, the elder Apostles still retained the views 
which we have shown to have been inevitable under the circum
stances, and, as we learn from Paul himself, they still continued 
mere “ Apostles of the Circumcision,” limiting their mission to the 
Jews.1

The Apostles and the primitive Christians, therefore, after 
the death of their Master, whom they believed to be the 
Messiah of the Jews, having received his last instructions and 
formed their final impressions of his views, remained Jews, 
believing in the continued obligation to observe the Law, and, 
consequently, holding the initiatory rite essential to participation 
in the privileges of the Covenant. They held this not only 
as Jews believing in the Divine origin of the Old Testament 
and of the law, but as Christians confirmed by the example 
and the teaching of their Christ, whose very coming was a 
substantial ratification of the ancient faith of Israel. In this 
position they stood when the Gospel, without their intervention, 
and mainly'by the exertions of the Apostle Paul, began to spread 
amongst the Gentiles, and the terms of their admission came into 
question. It is impossible to deny that the total removal of con
ditions, advocated by the Apostle Paul with all the vehemence and 
warmth of his energetic character, and involving nothing short of 
the abrogation of the law and surrender of all the privileges of 
Israel, must have been shocking not only to the prejudices but 
also to the deepest religious convictions of men who, although 
Christians, had not ceased to be Jews, and, unlike the Apostle of 
the Gentiles, had been directly and daily in contact with Jesus,

2U
1 Gal. ii. 9.
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without having been taught such revolutionary principles. From 
this point we have to proceed with our examination of the account 
in the Acts of the relation of the elder Apostles to Paul, and the 
solution of the difficult problem before them.
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CHAPTER V.

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK (CONTINUED) : 

STEPHEN THE MARTYR

B e f o r e  the Apostle o f  the Gentiles himself comes on the scene, 
and is directly brought in contact with the Twelve, we have to 
study the earlier incidents narrated in the Acts, wherein it is said 
the emancipation of the Church from Jewish exclusiveness had 
already either commenced or been clearly anticipated. The first 
of these which demands our attention is the narrative of the 
martyrdom of Stephen. This episode, although highly interesting 
and important in itself, might, we consider, have been left un
noticed in connection with the special point now engaging our 
attention; but such significance has been imparted to it by the 
views which critics have discovered in the speech of Stephen that 
we cannot pass it without attention.

We read' that, in consequence of murmurs amongst the 
'Hellenists against the Hebrews that their widows were neglected 
in the daily distribution of alms, seven deacons were appointed 
specially to attend to such ministrations. Amongst these, it is 
said, was Stephen, “ a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.” 
Stephen, it appears, by no means limited his attention to the 
material interests of the members of the Church, but, being “ full 
of grace and power, did great wonders and signs {rtpara ko.1 <n)jxtla 
fitydXa) amongst the people.” “ But there arose certain of those 
of the synagogue which is called (the synagogue) of the Liber
tines* and of the Cyrenians and of the Alexandrians and of them 
of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen; and they were not 
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. Then 
they suborned men who said: We have heard him speak blas
phemous words against Moses and God. And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the scribes, and came upon him and 
seized him, and brought him to the Council, and set up false 
witnesses, who said: This man ceaseth not to speak words against 
the holy place and the law; for we have heard him say that Jesus, 
this Nazarene, shall destroy this place, and shall change the

■ Acts vi. i f.
5 The Libertines were probably Jewish freedmen, or the descendants of 

freedmen, who had returned to Jerusalem from Rome.
659
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customs which Moses delivered to us.” The high priest asks him: 
Are these things so ? And Stephen delivers an address, which 
has since been the subject of much discussion amongst critics and 
divines. The contents of the speech, taken by themselves, do not 
present any difficulty so far as the sense is concerned; but, regarded 
as a reply to the accusations brought against him by the false 
witnesses, the defence of Stephen has perhaps been interpreted in 
a greater variety of ways than any other part of the New Testa
ment. Its shadowy outlines have been used as a setting for the 
pious thoughts of subsequent generations, and every imaginable 
intention has been ascribed to the proto-martyr, every possible or 
impossible reference detected in the phrases of his oration. This 
has mainly arisen from the imperfect nature of the account in the 
Acts, and the absence of many important details, which has left 
criticism to adopt that “ divinatorisch-combinatorische ” procedure 
which is so apt to evolve any favourite theory from the inner con
sciousness.

The prevailing view amongst the great majority of critics 
of all schools is, that Stephen is represented in the Acts as 
the forerunner of the Apostle Paul, anticipating his universalistic 
principles, and proclaiming with more or less of directness 
the abrogation of Mosaic ordinances and the freedom of the 
Christian Church.1 This view was certainly advanced by 
Augustine, and lies at the base of his famous saying, “ S i sanctus 
Stephanus sic non orasset, ecclesia Paulum non haberet ”;2 but it was 
first clearly enunciated by Baur, who subjected the speech of 
Stephen to detailed analysis, 3 and his interpretation has to a large 
extent been adopted even by Apologists. It must be clearly 
understood that adherence to this reading of the aim and meaning 
of the speech, as it is given in the Acts, by no means involves an 
admission of its authenticity, which, on the contrary, is impugned 
by Baur himself, and by a large number of independent critics. 
We have the misfortune of differing most materially from the 
prevalent view regarding the contents of the speech, and we main
tain that, as it stands in the Acts, there is not a word in it which 
can be legitimately construed into an attack upon the Mosaic law, 
or which anticipates the Christian universalism of Paul. Space, 
however, forbids our entering here upon a discussion of this 
subject; but the course which we must adopt with regard to it 
renders it unnecessary to deal with the interpretation of the 
speech. We consider that there is no feason for believing that the

1 Moisten, we think rightly, denies that Stephen can be considered in any 
way the forerunner of Paul (Zum Ev. Pau/us u. Petr., p. 52 anm. * *, p, 253 
anm. *).

* Sermo 1. in fest. St. Stephani.
3 De orationis habitte a Stcphano consilio, 1829 ; Panins n. s. m., i. 49 f.
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discourse put into the mouth of Stephen was ever actually delivered, 
but, on the contrary, that there is every ground for holding that 
it is nothing more than a composition by the author of the Acts. 
We shall endeavour clearly to state the reasons for this con
clusion.

With the exception of the narrative in the Acts, there is no 
evidence whatever that such a person as Stephen ever existed. 
The statements of the Apostle Paul leave no doubt that persecu
tion against the Christians of Jerusalem must have broken out 
previous to his conversion, but no details are given, and it can 
scarcely be considered otherwise than extraordinary that Paul 
should not in any of his own writings have referred to the proto- 
martyr of the Christian Church, if the account which is given of 
him be historical. It may be argued that his own share in the 
martyrdom of Stephen made the episode an unpleasant memory, 
which the Apostle would not readily recall. Considering the 
generosity of Paul’s character, on the one hand, however, and the 
important position assigned to Stephen, on the other, this cannot 
be admitted as an explanation, and it is perfectly unaccountable 
that, if Stephen really be a historical personage, no mention of 
him occurs elsewhere in the New Testament.

Moreover, if Stephen was, as asserted, the direct forerunner of 
Paul, and in his hearing enunciated sentiments like those ascribed 
to him, already expressing much more than the germ—indeed, 
the full spirit—of Pauline universality, it would be passing strange 
that Paul not only tacitly ignores all that he owes to the proto- 
martyr, but vehemently protests : “ But I make known unto you, 
brethren, that the Gospel which was preached by me is not after 
man. For neither did I receive it from man, nor was taught it, 
but by revelation of Jesus Christ.”' There is no evidence 
that such a person exercised any such influence on Paul.2 
One thing only is certain, that the speech and martyrdom of Stephen 
made so little impression on Paul that, according to Acts, he 
continued a bitter persecutor of Christianity, “ making havoc of 
the Church.”

The statement, vi. 8, that “ Stephen, full of grace and power, 
did great wonders and signs among the people,” is not calculated 
to increase confidence in the narrative as sober history; and as 
little is the assertion, vi. 15, that “ all who sat in the Council, 
looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of 
an angel.” This, we think, is evidently an instance of Christian

' Gal. i. 11, 12.
2 It is further very remarkable, if it lte assumed that the vision, Acts vii. 55, 

actually was seen, that, in giving a list of those who have seen the risen Jesus 
(I Cor. xv. 5-8), which ne evidently intends to be complete, he does not 
include Stephen.
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subjective opinion made objective. How, we might ask, could it 
be known to the writer that all who sat at the Council saw this ? 
Neander replies that probably it is the evidence of members of 
the Sanhedrin of the impression made on them by the aspect of 
Stephen.1 The intention of the writer, however, obviously is to 
describe a supernatural phenomenon, and this is in his usual 
manner in this book, where miraculous agency is more freely 
employed than in any other in the Canon. The session of the 
Council commences in a regular manner,* but the previous arrest 
of Stephen,3 and the subsequent interruption of his defence, are 
described as a tumultuous proceeding, his death being unsanctioned 
by any sentence of the Council.'* The Sanhedrin, indeed, could 
not execute any sentence of death without the ratification of the 
Roman authorities, 5 and nothing is said in the narrative which 
implies that any regular verdict was pronounced; but, on the 
contrary, the tumult described in v. 57 f. excludes such a 
supposition. Olshausen6 considers that, in order to avoid any 
collision with the Roman power, the Sanhedrin did not pronounce 
any formal judgment, but connived at the execution which some 
fanatics carried out. This explanation is inadmissible, because 
it is clear that the members of the Council themselves, if 
also the audience, attacked and stoned Stephen. The actual 
stoning? is carried out with all regard to legal forms, the victim

1 Pflansung, u. s. w ., p. 68. * vi. 13 (., vii. I. 3 vi. 11, 12.
4 Humphrey (On the Arts, p. 668 f.), with a few others, thinks there was a 

regular sentence. De Wette (K. Erkl. Apostelgesch., p. 114) thinks it more 
probable I hat there was a kind of sentence pronounced, and that the reporter, 
not having l>ccn an eye-witness, does not quite correctly state the case.

5 John xviii. 31. Cf. Origen, A d  African., % 14 ; Alford, Gk. Test., it ,  
p. 82 f. ; Baur, Paulas, i., p. 62 ; von Ddllinger, Christ, u JCirche, p. 456 f. : 
Holtzmann, in Bunsen's Biblew., viii., p. 338; Neander, Pfiamung, p. 72 f. ; 
Olshausen, Apg., p. 125; Weizsacker, in Schenkel's Bib. Lex., v .,p . 387; 
Zeller, Apg., p. 150. It is argued, however, that the trial of Stephen pro
bably took place just after the recall of Pontius Pilate, either in an interval 
when the Roman Procurator was absent, or when one favourable to the Jews 
had replaced Pilate. A most arbitrary explanation, for which no ground, but 
the narrative which requires defence, can be given.

6 Die Apostelgesch., 123.
7 It is said both in v. 58 and v. 59 that “ they stoned” him. The double use 

of the term l \ i 0of)6\ovr has called forth many curious explanations. Heinrichs 
(ad vii. 57, p. 205), and after him Kuinoel (iv.,p. 288), explain the first as 
meaning only that they prepared to stone him, or that they wantonly threw 
stones at him on the way to the place of execution. Olshausen (on vii. 57-60, 
p. 125) considers the first to lie a mere anticipation of the second more 
definitely described stoning. So also Meyer (on vii. 57, p. 193). Bleek 
(Einl. N. T., p. 341 f.) conjectures that the author only found it stated 
generally in the written source which he uses, as in v. 58, that they cast 
Stephen out of the city and stoned him, and that, from mere oral tradition, he 
inserted the second l\i6opb\ovr, v. 59, for the sake of what is there related 
about SauL
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being taken out of the city,1 and the witnesses casting the first 
stone,2 and for this purpose taking off their outer garments.

The whole account, with its singular mixture of lawlessness and 
formality, is extremely improbable, and more especially when the 
speech itself is considered. The proceedings commence in an 
orderly manner, and the high priest calls upon Stephen for his 
defence. The Council and audience listen patiently and quietly 
to his speech, and no interruption takes place until he has said all 
that he had to say; for it must he apparent that, when the speaker 
abandons narrative and argument and breaks into direct invective, 
there could not have been any intention to prolong the address, 
as no expectation of calm attention after such denunciations could 
have been natural. The tumult cuts short the oration precisely 
where the author had exhausted his subject, and by temporary 
lawlessness overcomes the legal difficulty of a sentence which the 
Sanhedrin, without the ratification of the Roman authority, could 
not have carried out. As soon as the tumult has effected these 
objects, all becomes orderly and legal again; and, consequently, 
the witnesses can lay their garments “ at a young man’s feet whose 
name was Saul.” The principal actor in the work is thus 
dramatically introduced. As the trial commences with a super
natural illumination of the face of Stephen, it ends with a super
natural vision, in which Stephen sees heaven opened, and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God. Such a trial and 
such an execution present features which are undoubtedly not 
historical.

This impression is certainly not lessened when we find how 
many details of the trial and death of Stephen are based on the 
accounts in the Gospels of the trial and death of Jesus. The 
irritated adversaries of Stephen stir up the people and the elders 
and scribes, and come upon him and lead him to the Councils 
They seek false witness against him ;* and these false witnesses 
accuse him of speaking against the temple and the law.* The 
false witnesses who are set up against Jesus with similar testimony, 
according to the first two Synoptics, are strangely omitted by the 
third. The reproduction of this trait here has much that is 
suggestive. The high priest asks: “Are these things so?”6 Stephen, 
at the close of his speech, exclaims : “ I see the heavens opened,

' Levit. xxiv. 14. 2 Deut. xvii. 7.
3 Acts vi. 12 ; cf. Lake xxii. 66, Matt. xxvi. 57.
4 Acts vi. 11 ; cf. Matt. xxvi. 59, Mark xiv. 55.
s Acts vi. 13 f.; cf. Matt. xxvi. 60 f., Mark xiv. 57 f.
6 The words in Acts vii. 1 are : ehrey fit A apxtepeOr Ei (txpa) raura oOrws

I in Matt. xxvi. 63, dwoKpiffelt t> apxeepeiis direr aimp- 'EfopWfw ae.......
Ira i}pur eftrjf el crA eX 6 xPlaT^ ....... I in Luke xxii. 66........XAyovrtr Ei trv d  0
Xpurr/n, tlwdr i)fur. Cf. Zeller, Die Aposldg., p. 153, anm. 2,
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and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God.” Jesus 
says: “ Henceforth shall the Son of Man be seated on the right 
hand of the power of God.”1 Whilst he is being stoned, Stephen 
prays, saying: “ Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit and, similarly, 
Jesus on the cross cries, with a loud voice: “ Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit; and, having said this, he expired.”3 
Stephen, as he is about to die, cries, with a loud voice : “ Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge; and when he said this he fell 
asleep”; and Jesus says: “ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.”3 These two sayings of Jesus are not given any
where but in the third Synoptic/ and their imitation by Stephen, 
in another work of the same Evangelist, is a peculiarity which 
deserves attention. It is argued by Apologists that nothing is 
more natural than that the first martyrs should have the example 
of the suffering Jesus in their minds, and die with his expressions 
of love and resignation on their lips. On the other hand, taken 
along with other most suspicious circumstances which we have 
already pointed out, and with the fact, which we shall presently 
demonstrate, that the speech of Stephen is nothing more than a 
composition by the author of Acts, the singular analogies presented 
by this narrative with the trial and last words of Jesus in the 
Gospels seem to us an additional indication of its inauthenticity. 
As Baurs and Zeller* have well argued, the use of two expressions 
of Jesus only found in the third Synoptic is a phenomenon which 
is much more naturally explained by attributing them to the 
author, who of course knew that Gospel well, than to Stephen, who 
did not know it at all7  The prominence which is given to this 
episode of the first Christian martyrdom is intelligible in itself, 
and it acquires fresh significance when it is considered as the 
introduction of the Apostle Paul, whose perfect silence regarding 
the proto-martyr, however, confirms the belief which we otherwise 
acquire, that the whole narrative and speech, whatever unknown

1 Acts vii. 56, Luke xxii. 69.
3  \ iy o r r a ' K tlpif’Iij<roP, rb  w n tip b  pov. Acts vii. 59. n u ^ w n ^ ra s

(purj) ptyAX-p 6 'h)<TOvs c trcv  l l i r tp ,  f i t  aov xiparlO tpat rb r r tv p d  par.
toCto 8t  t l x u r  I^IxffiH Ttv. Luke xxiii. 46.

3 ..........fK p a ^ tv  <pwvri p f y d b r y  K v p i f ,  p l j  a r ^ a p t  a  It  o i f  r a i r n j r  T p r  4  p a p r la v .
<cal toDto t/Tii» etoLprjth; Acts vii. 60.

4 6 81 '17?crops fXryfy Ilirep, &<pft aiVoir 01’ 7dp olfairir tI tratotVir. Luke 
xxiii. 34.

5 P a tih it, i., p. 64, anm. I. 6 A(<ostelgtsch., 152.
7 N eander adm its that the narrative in Acts is w anting in clearness and 

intuitive evidence o f details, although he does not th ink  tha t th is  at all 
m ilitates against the trustw orthiness o f the whole (P fla n zu n g , u . s. w . ,  p. 68, 
anm .). Bleek points out that viii. 1-3, which is so closely connected w ith  this 
episode, shows a  certain confusion and w ant of clearness, and supposes the 
passage interpolated by th e  author into the original narrative o f w hich h e  made 
use (E i t i l . N .  T . ,  p. 342).
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tradition may have suggested them, are to be ascribed to the 
author of the Acts.

On closer examination, one of the first questions which arises is, 
How could such a speech have been reported ? Although Neander1 
contends that we are not justified in asserting that all that is 
narrated regarding Stephen in the Acts occurred in a single day, 
we think it cannot be doubted that the intention is to describe the 
arrest, trial, and execution as rapidly following each other on the 
same day. “ They came upon him, and seized him, and brought 
him to the Council, and set up false witnesses, who said,” etc.2 
There is no ground here for interpolating any imprisonment, and, 
if not, then it follows clearly that Stephen, being immediately 
called upon to answer for himself, is, at the end of his discourse, 
violently carried away without the city to be stoned. No prepara
tions could have been made even to take notes of his speech, if 
upon any ground it were reasonable to assume the possibility of 
an intention to do so ; and indeed it could not, under the circum
stances, have been foreseen that he should either have been placed 
in such a position or have been able to make a speech at all. 
The rapid progress of all the events described, and the excitement 
consequent on such tumultuous proceedings, render an ordinary 
explanation of the manner in which such a speech could have been 
preserved improbable, and it is difficult to suppose that it could 
have been accurately remembered, with all its curious details, by 
one who was present. Improbable as it is, however, this is the 
only suggestion which can possibly be advanced. The majority of 
Apologists suppose that the speech was heard and reported by the 
Apostle Paul himself, or at least that it was communicated or 
written down either by a member of the Sanhedrin or by some one 
who was present. As there is no information on the point, there 
is ample scope for imagination ; but, when we come to consider its 
linguistic and other peculiarities, it must be bome in mind that 
the extreme difficulty of explaining the preservation of such a 
speech must be an element in judging whether it is not rather a 
composition by the author of Acts. The language in which it 
was delivered, again, is the subject of much difference of opinion, 
many maintaining that it must have originally been spoken in 
Aramaic, whilst others hold that it was delivered in Greek. Still, a 
large number of critics and divines of course assert that the 
speech attributed to Stephen is at least substantially authentic. 
As might naturally be expected in a case where negative criticism 
is arrayed against a canonical work upheld by the time-honoured 
authority of the Church, those who dispute its authenticity are in 
the minority. It is maintained by the latter that the language is

1 PJlanzung, u. s. w., p. 68, anm. 2 Acts vi. 12 f.
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more or less that of the writer of the rest of the work, and that 
the speech, in fact, as it lies before us is a later composition by the 
author of the Acts of the Apostles.

Before examining the linguistic peculiarities of the speech, 
we may very briefly point out that, in the course of the historical 
survey, many glaring contradictions of the statements of the Old 
Testament occur.' Stephen says (vs. 2, 3) that the order to 
Abraham to leave his country was given to him in Mesopotamia 
before he dwelt in Haran ; but according to Genesis (xii. 1 f.) 
the call is given whilst he was living in Haran. The speech (v. 4) 
represents Abraham leaving Haran after the death of his father, 
but this is in contradiction to Genesis, according to which1 2 
Abraham was 75 when he left Haran. Now, as he was bom 
when his father Terah was 70,-' and Terah lived 205 years,4 his 
father was only 145 at the time indicated, and afterwards lived 
60 years. In v. 5 it is stated that Abraham had no possession in 
the promised land, not even so much as to set his foot o n ; but, 
according to Genesis,s he brought the field of Ephron in 
Machpelah. It is said (v. 14) that Jacob went down into Egypt with 
75 souls, whereas in the Old Testament it is repeatedly said that 
the number was 70.6 In v. 16 it is stated that Jacob was buried 
in Schechem in a sepulchre bought by Abraham of the sons of 
Emmor in Schechem, whereas in Genesis? Jacob is said to have 
been buried in Machpelah ; the sepulchre in Schechem, in which 
the bones of Joseph were buried, was not bought by Abraham, 
but by Jacob.8 Moses is described (v. 22) as mighty in words ; 
but in Exodus’ he is said to be the very reverse, and Aaron, 
in fact, is sent with him to speak words for him. These are some 
of the principal variations. It used to be argued that such

1 Dr. Wordsworth says of those who venture to observe them: “ The 
allegations in question, when reduced to their plain meaning, involve the 
assumption that the Holy Ghost, speaking by St. Stephen (who was ‘ full of 
the Holy Spirit ’), forgot what He Himself had written in the Book of Genesis ; 
and that His Memory is to be refreshed by Biblical commentators of the 
nineteenth century ! This kind of criticism is animated by a spirit very alien 
from that Christian temper of reverential modesty, gentleness, and humility, 
which are primary requisites for the discovery and reception of truth. Mysteries 
are revealed to the meek (Eccles. iii. 19). Them that are meek shall H e guide 
in judgm ent; and sueh as are gentle, them shall He learn His -way (Psalm xxv. 8). 
But such a spirit of criticism seem* willing to accept any supposition, however 
fanciful, except that of its own fallibility ! It is ready to allege that St. Luke 
is in error in saying that St. Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost. It is ready
to affirm that St. Stephen was forgetful of the elements of Jewish history.......
No wonder that it is given over by God to a reprohate mind” (Greek Test., 
Acts of the Apostles, p. 66 f.).

2 Gen. xii. 4. 3 xi. 26. 4 xi. 32. 5 xxiii. 4 f., 17 f.
6 Gen. xlvi. 27, Exod. i. 5, Deut. x. 22. It must be added that in the last

two passages the version of the Ixx. also gives 75 including the sons of Joseph.
7 xlix. 29, 1. 13. 8 Joshua xxiv. 32. » iv. 10 f.
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mistakes were mere errors of memory, natural in a speech 
delivered under such circumstances and without preparation,' and 
that they are additional evidence of its authenticity, inasmuch 
as it is very improbable that a writer deliberately composing such 
a speech could have committed them. It is very clear, however, 
that the majority of these are not errors of memory at all, but 
either the exegesis prevailing at the time amongst learned Jews, or 
traditions deliberately adopted, of which many traces are elsewhere 
found.

The form of the speech is closely similar to other speeches 
found in the same work. We have already, in passing, pointed out 
the analogy of parts of it to the address of Peter in Solomon’s 
porch, but the speech of Paul at Antioch bears a still closer resem
blance to it, and has been called “ a mere echo of the speeches of 
Peter and Stephen.”2 We must refer the reader to our general 
comparison of the two speeches of Peter and Paul in question,3 
which sufficiently showed, we think, that they were not delivered 
by independent speakers, but, on the contrary, that they are nothing 
more than compositions by the author of the Acts. These 
addresses, which are such close copies of each other, are so 
markedly cast in the same mould as the speech of Stephen that 
they not only confirm our conclusions as to their own origin, but 
intensify suspicions of its authenticity. It is impossible, without 
reference to the speeches themselves, to show how closely that of 
Paul at Antioch is traced on the lines of the speech of Stephen, 
and this resemblance is much greater than can be shown by mere 
linguistic examination. The thoughts correspond where the words 
differ. There is a constant recurrence of words, however, even 
where the sense of the passages is not the same, and the ideas in 
both bear the stamp of a single mind. We shall not attempt fully 
to contrast these discourses here, for it would occupy too much 
space, and we therefore content ourselves with giving a few 
illustrations, begging the reader to examine the speeches them
selves :—

St e ph e n . . Paul a n d  Peter .
vii. 2. Men, brethren, fathers, xiii. 15. Men, brethren . .......

hear. , 16. Men, Israelites, and ye that fear
God, hear.

, "Avdpes d6c\<f>ol....... dKouaare.
I xxii. I. Men, brethren, and fathers, 

hear.......

1 Even de Wette says: “ The numerous historical errors are remarkable; 
they may most probably be ascribed to an unprepared speech” (A*! Erkl. 
A postclgeschp. 93).

3 Schneckenburger, Zweck der Apostelgesch. , p. 130.
3 See back, p. 623 f.
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St e ph e n . I Paul and  P etf.r.
AvSpes iSeXipoi nal srartpes, a kou- 
aare.......

The God of glory (A AeAs rtjs Sifts)' 
appeared to our father (rcj> rarpl Tj/iuJr) 
Abraham when he was in (Svn tv rrj 
M.) Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in 
(naroucijerai airrbv tv) Haran, etc.

6 ....... that his seed should be a
sojourner in a strange land (rdpoucov 
tv yp dWorplep).......

5 .......and to his seed........(xal rip
avtpuari aiirov).J

8. And he gave him (Abraham)
a covenant............(sal ISwieev atmp
Siadipicriv....... ) of circumcision.3

22. (Moses) was mighty in his 
words and deeds (tjv St Swards tv 
XSyois Kai tpyois aib-ou).

32. I am the God of thy fathers, 
the God of Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob. (’Eyoi A debt ruv  xaripuv t on, 
0 debs 'Appabp. <toi T<ra4 «t sal 'IaxcA/3 . )

'AvSpes dSeXrpct <rol xartpes, dtoverare.

xiii. 17. The God of this people 
(A debs rov Aaoc rovrov) Israel chose 
our fathers (roAr rare pas -ppujr) and 
exalted the people in their sojourn in 
the land of Egypt (iv rjj wapoevip ev 
y i  Aly&rrip).......

iii. 25. Ye are the children.......of
the covenant (rijs Siad-tpey*) which God 
made with your fathers, saying unto 
Abraham : And in thy seed (sal ev rip 
mrepparl aoi ), etc.

(Luke xxiv. 19. Jesus....... mighty in
deed and word (Swards ev (pytp vai
Aiyip....... ))

iii. 13. The God of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers. (A debs 'A/3paip. sal ’la a b t  
sal TasiA/3 , A debs rwv rare pot* npdw

36. This (Moses) brought them 
(the people rbv Xabv) out (tftyayev  
atrrovs) having worked wonders and 
signs4 in the land of Egypt (tv yep 
kiyincrip) and in the Red Sea, and 
in the wilderness forty years (tv rrj
ipnppup trri reaerepdKovra). v. 42.......
forty years in the wilderness...........
(try} reeraep&KOvra tv rjj tprjpup).

37. This is the Moses who said
unto the children of Israel: A prophet 
shall God raise up unto you from 
among your brethren, like unto 
me.......

42.........God delivered them up to
serve the host of heaven (A debs 
xapeSwvev atrrobs Xarpeveiv, s. r. X.).

....)
xiii. 17.......and exalted the people

(rbv Xabv) in their sojourn in the land 
of Egypt (ev yjj Alyvrrtp), and with a 
high arm brought them out of it (efij-ya- 
yev aurous), 18. and for about the 
time of forty years5 (reaaepaKovraerri) 
nourished them in the wilderness
(iv rjj tptjptp).

iii. 22. Moses indeed said :6 A 
prophet shall the Lord our God raise 
up unto you from among your 
brethren, like unto me, etc

(Rom i. 24.......God delivered them
up.......to uncleanness (npiSwKev
avrois A debs.......els dieadapalav, r.r.X.
cf. 26.......xapeSajKev avrobs A debs eis
ridrj dnpUas.......28............vapiSwaev
ai’roAr A debs els dSivipov vovv........) ).

1 Cf. I Cor. ii. 8, xtipios rfjs S if ts ; cf. lxx. Ps. xxviii. 3.
2 Compare with this verse Rom. iv. 13 ; Gal. iii. 16, 29.
3 Cf. Rom. iv. II, leal rnipeeiov IXapev reperopeijs.
4 ....... xaL-tfoas repara Kal appeia........i i. 2 2 ........repaoiv c a l  aijpelois o il

exolrprev.......
5 vii. 23 reads.......reaaepaKovraerps \pivos........and xiii. 18........Tiooepa

leovraerri \pivov .......and again vii. 23, dreflp erl f t v  eapStav avrov........1 Cor.
i i.  9, Ctrl KapSlav dvdpurrov oCk deeply}.......

6 The authorised version, on the authority of several important M SS., adds 
“ unto the fathers”—“ xpbs robs x a r i p a s but the balance of evidence is 
decidedly against the words.
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St e ph en .
45. Which also our fathers.......

brought in with Joshua when they 
took possession of the Gentiles (run' 
tBrur), whom God drave out before the 
face of our fathers, unto the days of 
David.

46. Who found (eipe) favour with
God.......

48. Howbeit, the Most High 
dwellelh not in what is made with 
hands (oi>x A Bhuttor iv xelP°™y™* I 
larcuKei-), even as the prophet saith : 
49. The heaven (A ovparir) is my 
throne, and the earth (19 yrj) is my 
footstool. 50. Did not my hand 
make all these things ? (Ot/x! V X'̂ P 
tlou erolrjoer r i r r a  ravra ;)

51. Ye uncircumcised in hearts
....... (dreplrptiroi KapSlait........)

52. Which of the prophets did not 
your fathers persecute ? and they 
killed (a rirreivar) them which 
announced before of the coming of 
the righteous One (row SiKalov), of 
whom ye have become betrayers 
and murderers (<po*eit).

Pa ui. and Peter . 
xiii. 19. And he destroyed seven 

nations {(Brr)) in the land of Canaan,1 
and divided their land to them by lot.

22.......he raised up unto them
David as king, to whom also he bare 
witness and said : I found (eApor) 
David, a man after mine own heart, 
etc.

xvii. 24 f. The God that made the 
world and all things therein (A BeAr A 
r o t fy r a i rAv tcSapov koi r d y r a  rA iv  
cuiTtf), he being lord of heaven and 
earth (oupavov m l  y y s )  dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands (otk in  
Xeiporoiiproie vcloIs xoroixet), neither is 
served by men’s hands (x«pwv), etc.

(Rom. ii. 29. Circumcision is of the 
heart, in spirit {repiTop.ii mpSLai er
Tver p a n  k. t . \ ............)  )

xxii. 14....... the righteous One (rAv
Akatov).......

iii. 14. But ye denied the holy and 
righteous One ( t Sv  Akatov), and 
desired a murderer (dvSpa. (povea) to 
be granted unto you, 15. and killed 
( ir tK T ( lv a T t ) the Prince of Life, etc.

53. Ye received the law at the
arrangements of angels....... {e\if}ere
rAv v6pov elt Siaraya! dyyeXotr....... )

54- And hearing these things they 
were cut to their hearts (akoAovret Si 
rairra Sierpiorro), and gnashed their 
teeth upon him.

(Gal. iii. 19. What then is the law ?
| It was added....... ; being arranged by-

means of angels....... (W oAv A vA/tos ;
rpoctriBi1........Siaraycli At’ iyye\<j>v

v. 33. When they heard they were 
cut (to their hearts) (ol AA axoAoavrfr 
Sierpiorro) and took counsel to slay 
them.

It is argued that the speech of Stephen bears upon it the stamp 
of an address which was actually delivered. We are not able to 
discover any special indication of this. Such an argument, at the 
best, is merely the assertion of personal opinion, and cannot have 
any weight. It is quite conceivable that an oration actually 
spoken might lose its spontaneous character in a report, and, on 
the other hand, that a written composition might acquire oratorical 
reality from the skill of the writer. It would indeed exhibit great 
want of literary ability if a writer, composing a speech which he 
desires to represent as having actually been spoken, altogether

1 vii. 11. Then came a famine upon all Egypt and Canaan.
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failed to convey some impression of this. To have any applica
tion to the present case, however, it must not only be affirmed that 
the speech of Stephen has the stamp of an address really spoken, 
but that it has the character of one delivered under such extra
ordinary circumstances, without premeditation, and in the midst of 
tumultuous proceedings. It cannot, we think, be reasonably 
asserted that a speech like this is peculiarly characteristic o f a man 
suddenly arrested by angry and excited opponents, and hurried 
before a council which, at its close, rushes upon him and joins in 
stoning him. Unless the defence attributed to Stephen be par
ticularly characteristic of this, the argument in question falls to the 
ground. On the contrary, if the speech has one feature more 
strongly marked than another, it is the deliberate care with which 
the points referred to in the historical survey are selected and bear 
upon each other, and the art with which the climax is attained. 
In showing, as we have already done, that the speech betrays the 
handiwork of the author of the Acts, we have to a large extent 
disposed of any claim to peculiar individuality in the defence, and 
the linguistic analysis conclusively settles the source of the com
position. We must point out here in continuation that, as in the 
rest of the work, all the quotations in the speech are from the 
Septuagint, and that the author follows that version even when it 
does not fairly represent the original.

A minute analysis of the language of the whole episode from 
vi. 9 to the end of the seventh chapter, in order to discover what 
linguistic analogy it bears to the rest of the Acts and to the third 
Synoptic, leads to the certain conviction that the speech of Stephen 
was composed by the author of the rest of the Acts of the 
Apostles.' It may not be out of place to quote some remarks of 
Lekebusch at the close of an examination of the language of the 
Acts in general, undertaken for the purpose of ascertaining the 
literary characteristics of the book, which, although originally 
having no direct reference to this episode in particular, may well 
serve to illustrate our own results : “ An unprejudiced critic must 
have acquired the conviction from the foregoing linguistic exami
nation that throughout the whole of the Acts of the Apostles, 
and partly also the Gospel, the same style of language and expres
sion generally prevails, and, therefore, that our book is an original 
work, independent of written sources on the whole, and proceeding 
from a single pen. For when the same expressions are everywhere 
found; when a long row of words, which only recur in the Gospel 
and Acts, or comparatively only very seldom in other works of the 
New Testament, appear equally in all parts; when certain forms of

* This analysis will be found in the complete edition 1879, vol. iii., p. 164- 
•75-
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words, peculiarities of word-order, construction of phraseology, 
indeed even whole sentences, recur in different sections, a com
pilation out of documents by different earlier writers can no longer 
be thought of, and it is ‘ beyond doubt that we have to consider 
our writing as the work of a single author, who has impressed 
upon it the stamp of a distinct literary style ’ (Zeller, Theol. Jahrb., 
1851, p. 107). The use of written sources is certainly not directly 
excluded by this, and probably the linguistic peculiarities, of which 
some of course exist in isolated sections of our work, may be 
referred to this. But as these peculiarities consist chiefly of 
<xira£ X tyo jiiva , which may rather be ascribed to the richness of 
the author’s vocabulary than to his talent for compilation, and in 
comparison with the great majority of points of agreement almost 
disappear, we must from the first be prepossessed against the 
theory that our author made use of written sources, and only 
allow ourselves to be moved to such a conclusion by further 
distinct phenomena in the various parts of our book, especially as 
the prologue of the Gospel, so often quoted for the purpose, does 
not at all support it. But in any case, as has already been 
remarked, the opinion that in the Acts of the Apostles the several 
parts are strung together almost without alteration, is quite 
irreconcilable with the result of our linguistic examination. Zeller 
rightly says: ‘ Were the author so dependent a compiler, the 
traces of such a proceeding must necessarily become apparent in 
thorough dissimilarity of language and expression. And this 
dissimilarity would be all the greater if his sources, as in that case 
we could scarcely help admitting, belonged to widely separated 
spheres as regards language and mode of thought. On the other 
hand, it would be altogether inexplicable that, in all parts of the 
work, the same favourite expressions, the same turns, the same 
peculiarities of vocabulary and syntax, should meet us. This 
phenomenon only becomes conceivable when we suppose that 
the contents of our work were brought into their present form by 
one and the same person, and that the work as it lies before us 
was not merely compiled by some one, but was also composed by 
him.’”1

Should an attempt be made to argue that, even if it be conceded 
that the language is that of the author of Acts, the sentiments may 
be those actually expressed by Stephen, it would at once be 
obvious that such an explanation is not only purely arbitrary and 
incapable of proof, but opposed to the facts of the case. It is 
not the language only which can be traced to the author of the 
rest of the Acts, but, as we have shown, the whole plan of the 
speech is the same as that of others in different parts of the work.

' Lekebnsch, Die Comp, und Entsteh. der Apostelgesch., p. 79 f.
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Stephen speaks exactly as Peter does before him and Paul at a 
later period. There is just that amount of variety which a writer 
of not unlimited resources can introduce to express the views of 
different men under different circumstances ; but there is so much 
which is nevertheless common to them all that community of 
authorship cannot be denied. On the other hand, the improba
bilities of the narrative, the singular fact that Stephen is not 
mentioned by the Apostle Paul, and the peculiarities which may 
be detected in the speech itself, receive their very simple explana
tion when linguistic analysis so clearly demonstrates that the 
speech actually ascribed to the martyr Stephen is nothing more 
than a later composition put into his mouth by the author of 
the Acts.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK (CONTINUED) : 

PHILIP AND THE EUNUCH. PETER AND CORNELIUS.

W e  have been forced to enter at such length into the discussion of 
the speech and martyrdom of Stephen that we cannot afford space 
to do more than merely glance at the proceedings of his colleague 
Philip, as we pass on to more important points in the work before 
us. The author states that a great persecution broke out at the 
time of Stephen’s death, and that all (tt(Wes) the community of 
Jerusalem were scattered abroad “ except the Apostles” (vXiji' tow 
dirrxrroXoiv). That the heads of the Church, who were well known, 
should remain unmolested in Jerusalem, whilst the whole of the 
less known members of the community were persecuted and driven 
to flight, is certainly an extraordinary and suspicious statement. 
Even Apologists are obliged to admit that the account of the dis
persion of the whole Church is hyperbolic ; but exaggeration and 
myth enter so largely and persistently into the composition of the 
Acts of the Apostles that it is difficult, after any attentive scrutiny, 
seriously to treat the work as in any strict sense historical. 
It has been conjectured by some critics, as well in explanation of 
this statement as in connection with theories regarding the views 
of Stephen, that the persecution in question was limited to the 
Hellenistic community to which Stephen belonged, whilst the 
Apostles and others, who were known as faithful observers of the 
law and of the temple worship,' were not regarded as heretics by 
the orthodox Jews. The narrative in the Acts does not seem to 
support the view that the persecution was limited to the Hellenists; 
but beyond the fact vouched for by Paul, that about this time there 
was a persecution, we have no data whatever regarding that event.

Philip, it is said, went down to the city of Samaria, and “ was 
preaching the Christ to them. As the statement that “ the 
multitudes with one accord gave heed to the things spoken ” to 
them by Philip is ascribed to the miracles which he per
formed there, we are unable to regard the narrative as historical, 
and still less so when we consider the supernatural agency 
by which his further proceedings are directed and aided. We 
need only remark that the Samaritans, although only partly

1 iii. I,  I I ,  iv. I, v. 2 5 . 3 viii. 5 ........^K^pmraev avroU rbv Xpi<rr6v.
6 7 3  2X
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of Jewish origin, and rejecting the Jewish Scriptures with 
the exception of the Pentateuch, worshipped the same God 
as the Jews, were circumcised, and were equally prepared 
as a nation to accept the Messiah. The statement that the 
Apostles Peter and John went to Samaria, in order, by the im
position of hands, to bestow the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
converts baptised by Philip, does not add to the general credibility 
of thehistoiy. As Bleek1 has well remarked, nothing is known or 
said as to whether the conversion of the Samaritans effected any 
change in their relations towards the Jewish people and the temple 
in Jerusalem. The mission of Philip to the Samaritans, as 
related in the Acts, cannot in any case be considered as having 
an important bearing on the question before us. YVe shall not 
discuss the episode of Simon at all, although, in the opinion of 
eminent critics, it contains much that is suggestive of the true 
character of the Acts of the Apostles. An “ Angel of the Lord ” 
(dyyt\os Kvpiov) speaks to Philip, and desires him to go to 
the desert way from Jerusalem to Gaza,2 where the Spirit tells him* 
to draw near and join himself to the chariot of a man of Ethiopia 
who had come to worship at Jerusalem, and was then returning 
home. Philip runs thither, and, hearing him read Isaiah, expounds 
the passage to him, and at his own request the Eunuch is at once 
baptised. “ And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit 
of the Lord caught away (irvevpui Kvpiov i]pir<wt) Philip, and the 
Eunuch saw him no more; for he went on his way rejoicing: but 
Philip was found at Azotus.”*

Attempts have, of course, been made to explain naturally 
the supernatural features of this narrative. Ewald, who is 
master of the art of rationalistic explanation, says with regard 
to the order given by the angel: “ he felt impelled as 
by the power and the clear voice of an angel” to go in that 
direction; and the final miracle is disp sed of by a contrast of the 
disinterestedness of Philip with the conduct of Gehazi, the servant 
of Elisha : it was the desire to avoid reward “ which led him all 
the more hurriedly to leave his new convert “ and it was as 
though the Spirit of the Lord himself snatched him from him 
another way,” etc. “ From Gaza Philip repaired rapidly northward 
to Ashdod, etc.”5 The great mass of critics reject such evasions, 
and recognise that the author relates miraculous occurrences. The 
introduction of supernatural agency in this way, however, removes 
the story from the region of history. Such statements are antece
dently and, indeed, coming from an unknown writer and without

* Hebraerbr., i., p. 57, anm. 72. * viii. 26. 3 v 29.
* v. 39 f. Azotus was upwards of thirty miles off.
5 Gesch. V. Isr., vi. 219, 220.
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corroboration, absolutely incredible, and no means exist of ascer
taining what original tradition may have assumed this mythical 
character. Zeller supposes that only the personality and nationality 
of the Eunuch are really historical.1 All that need here be added 
is, that the great majority of critics agree that the Ethiopian was 
probably at least a Proselyte of the Gate, as his going to Jerusalem 
to worship seems clearly to indicate.3 In any case, the mythical 
elements of this story, as well as the insufficiency of the details, 
deprive the narrative of historical value.3

The episodes of Stephen’s speech and martyrdom and the 
mission of Philip are, in one respect especially, unimportant for the 
inquiry on which we are now more immediately engaged. They 
are almost completely isolated from the rest of the Acts; 
that is to say, no reference is subsequently made to them as 
forming any precedent for the guidance of the Church in the 
burning question which soon arose within it. Peter, as we shall 
see, when called upon to visit and baptise Cornelius, exhibits no 
recollection of his own mission to the Samaritans, and no 
knowledge of the conversion of the Ethiopian. Moreover, as 
Stephen plays so small a part in the history, and Philip does not 
reappear upon the scene after this short episode, no opportunity is 
afforded of comparing one part of their history with the rest. In 
passing on to the account of the baptism of Cornelius, we have at 
least the advantage of contrasting the action attributed to Peter 
with his conduct on earlier and later occasions, and a test is thus 
supplied which is of no small value for ascertaining the truth of 
the whole representation. To this narrative we must now address 
ourselves.

As an introduction to the important events at Cnesarea, the 
author of the Acts relates the particulars of a visit which Peter 
pays to Lydda and Joppa, in the course of which he performs 
two very remarkable miracles. At the former town he finds a 
certain man, named /Eneas, paralysed, who had lain on a bed for 
eight years. Peter said to him : “/Eneas, Jesus the Christ healeth 
thee : arise and make thy bed.” And he rose immediately.4 As 
the consequence of this miracle, the writer states that “ All who 
dwelt at Lydda and the Sharon saw him, who turned to the 
Lord.”5 The exaggeration of such a statement is too palpable to

‘ D ie Apostclgesch., p. 176. Cf. Holtztnann, Bunsen’s Biblcwork, viii. 339. 
1 Some critics doubt whether the term cwoOxos does not indicate merely 

an official position. Zeller, A fg ., p. 176, anm. I ; Milman, Hist, of Cbr., 
i., p. 367, note. Humphrey maintains that it does so here, Acts, p. 76.

3 viii. 37 of the authorised version, which is omitted by Codices A, B, C, H, 
and many others, and of course omitted as spurious by most editors, is an

example of the way in which dogmas become antedated.
4 '*• 3 3 . 3 4 - 5 ix- 3 5 -
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require argument. The effect produced by the supposed 
miracle is almost as incredible as the miracle itself, and the 
account altogether has little claim to the character of sober 
history.

This mighty work is altogether eclipsed by a miracle which 
Peter performs about the same lime at Joppa. A certain 
woman, a disciple, named Tabitha, who was “ full of good works,’’ 
fell sick in those days and died, and when they washed her they 
laid her in an upper chamber, and sent to Peter at Lydda, 
beseeching him to come to them without delay. When Peter 
arrived they took him into the upper chamber, where all the 
widows stood weeping, and showed coats and garments which 
Dorcas used to make while she was with them. “ But Peter put 
put them all out, and kneeled down and prayed ; and, turning to 
the body, said: Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand, and 
raised her up, and when he called the saints and the widows he 
presented her alive.” Apparently, the raising of the dead did not 
produce as much effect as the cure of the paralytic, for the writer 
only adds here : “And it was known throughout all Joppa ; and 
many believed in the Lord.”' We shall hereafter have to speak of 
the perfect calmness and absence of surprise with which these 
early writers relate the most astonishing miracles. It is evident 
from the manner in w'hich this story is narrated that the miracle 
was anticipated. The v/upyov in which the body is laid cannot 
have been the room generally used for that purpose, but is prob
ably the single upper chamber of such a house which the author 
represents as specially adopted in antieijjation of Peter’s arrival. 
The widows who stand by weeping and showing the garments 
made by the deceased complete the preparation. As Peter is sent 
for after Dorcas had died, it would seem as though the writer 
intimated that her friends expected him to raise her from the dead. 
The explanation of this singular phenomenon, however, becomes 
clear when it is remarked that the account of this great miracle is 
closely traced from that of the raising of Jairus’ daughter in the 
Synoptics,2 and more especially in the second Gospel. In that 
instance Jesus is sent for ; and, on coming to the house, he finds 
people “ weeping and wailing greatly.” He puts them all forth, 
like Peter; and, taking the child by the hand, says to her:
“ ‘ Talitha koum,’ which is, being interpreted, Maiden, I say unto 
thee, arise. And immediately the maiden arose and walked.”3

1 ix. 36-42.
2 Malt. ix. 18, 19, 23-25; Mark v. 22, 23, 35-42; Luke viii. 41, 42, 

49- 56-
3 Mark v. 38-42.
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Baur and others' conjecture that even the name “ Tabitha, which 
by interpretation is called Dorcas,” was suggested by the words 
TaA.ida Kovfi, above quoted. The Hebrew original of Tafiidd 
signifies “ Gazelle,” and they contend that it was used, like 
TaAitfa, in the sense generally o f: Maiden.2 These two astonish
ing miracles, reported by an unknown writer, and without any 
corroboration, are absolutely incredible, and cannot prepossess 
any reasonable mind with confidence in the narrative to which 
they form an introduction; and the natural distrust which they 
awaken is fully confirmed when we find supernatural agency 
employed at every stage of the following history.

We are told3 that a certain devout centurion, named Cornelius, 
“ saw in a vision plainly ” (ciSev tv opd/xart <fxivtpv>'s) an angel of 
God, who said to him : “ Thy prayers and thine alms are come up 
for a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and 
call for one Simon, who is sumamed Peter, whose house is by the 
seaside.” After giving these minute directions, the angel departed, 
and Cornelius sent three messengers to Joppa. Just as they 
approached the end of their journey on the morrow, Peter went 
up to the housetop to pray about the sixth hour, the usual time of 
prayer among the Jews. He became very hungry, and while his 
meal was being prepared he fell into a trance and saw heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descending as it had been a great 
sheet let down by four comers, in which were all four-footed 
beasts and creeping things of the earth and birds of the air. 
“ And there came a voice to him : Rise, Peter ; kill and eat. But

1 In  Mark. v. 41, TaXiffb Kovp, b to n v  pe0eppT)Vtv6ptvov rb Kopdoiov....... In
Acts ix. 36, Ta^iOd, I) bitppi)vtvopevi) X iycra i A opta t.

2 T he leading peculiarities of the two accounts may be contrasted thus :—
Acts ix. 36....... Tit 7/v paOrjrpia

ivbpart Ta fiid i, 1) b itpp .rtvevop .iv i]
X i y t r a i  A opxdt. 38....... aKovoavret
bri II. ta rlv  iv  avrjj (A vbb.), dittOTtiXav 
bvo d v b p a t w pbt a v rb v  r a p a ta -  
X o v v re t' Mi) bKvrtopt bitXBuv (u t
rjpwv. 39............. r d o a i  al XBP01
K X alovoa i x o l............40. tK paX aiv
i t  t i v r a t  b I I ........ teal i n -
o r p i  \pat v p b t  rb  o u p a  tXirev Ta-
fdiBb d v d o r itB  1. i) b i ............d v t-
kABlo tv . 41. bob t b i a v r y  x €*Pa 
d v io T i)o e v  avnjv.

Luke viii. 41. Kal ibov a vr /p .......
! x  a p t  k d X t  1 a v r b v  e l o t X B t i v  t i t  rbv 

ohov avrov. J2. I k Xp io v  b i r d v r t t
K a l....... 54* ovrbt b i tK^iaXuv x d v r  a t
l ( u * ,  nal Kpai-r)<rat rrjt xftpbt avrijt, 
i<pvivi)<Ttv X ty u v  'H  r a ! t ,  iyelpov. 55. 
K al t  x i a r p t i p e v  rb  x v t v p a  avri]t, 
Kal d v i o r r t  xa o a xp vp a .

M ark v. 40 ..............a vrb t b i  i x f ja -
ACj v  T r d v r a t ......... t lo x o p tv tr a t .......41.
*al K p a r - p o a t  T t j t  x e i p b t  rov x a ib lo v  
\ i y e i  a v r j t , T a \ i 04 K o v p , b t o T t v  
p t  0 1  p p i j v  t  v i p e v  ov  TA Kopdoiov, 
ool X e y u , l y t i p t . 42. *al e v ffe m  
d v i o T i )  rb  to p . k. t .  X.

* Although this is the reading of the Cod. A (and C, except the f;u i| and 
others, it is om itted by other ancient M SS.

3 x. I f.
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Peter said : Not so, Ix>rd; for I never ate anything common or 
unclean. And the voice came unto him again a second tim e: 
What God cleansed call not thou common. This was done thrice; 
and straightway the vessel was taken up into heaven.” While 
Peter “ was doubting in himself” what the vision which he had 
seen meant, the men sent by Cornelius arrived, and “ the Spirit 
said unto him : Behold men are seeking thee; but arise and get 
thee down and go with them doubting nothing, for I have sent 
them.” Peter went with them on the morrow, accompanied by 
some of the brethren, and Cornelius was waiting for them with his 
kinsmen and near friends whom he had called together for the 
purpose. “ And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and 
fell at his feet and worshipped. But Peter took him up, saying: 
Arise; I myself also am a man.”' Going in, he finds many 
persons assembled, to whom he said : “ Ye know how it is an 
unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company with or 
come unto one of another nation; and yet God showed me that 
I should not call any man common or unclean. Therefore, also 
I came without gainsaying when sent for. I ask, therefore, for 
what reason ye sent for me ?” Cornelius narrates the particulars 
of his vision, and continues: “ Now, therefore, we are all present 
before God to hear all the things that have been commanded thee 
of the lyord. Then Peter opened his mouth and said : Of a truth 
I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, but in every nation 
he that feareth him and worketh righteousness is acceptable to 
him,” and so on. While Peter is speaking, “ the Holy Spirit fell 
on all those who heard the word. And they of the circumcision 
who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, 
because that on the Gentiles also has been poured out the gift of 
the Holy Spirit; for they heard them speak with tongues and 
magnify God. Then answered Peter: Can anyone forbid the 
water that these should not be baptised, which have received the 
Holy Spirit as well as we ? And he commanded them to be bap
tised in the name of the Lord.”

We shall not waste time discussing the endeavours of Kuinoel, 
Neander, Lange, Ewald, and others, to explain away as much as 
possible the supernatural elements of this narrative, for their 
attempts are repudiated by most Apologists, and the miraculous 
phenomena are too clearly described and too closely connected 
with the course of the story to be either ignored or eliminated. 
Can such a narrative, heralded by such miracles as the instan
taneous cure of the paralytic vEneas, and the raising from the dead 
of the maiden Dorcas, be regarded as sober history ? Of course, 
many maintain that it can, and comparatively few have declared

■ x. 26; cf. xiv. 14, 15.
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themselves against this. We have, however, merely the narrative 
of an unknown author to set against unvarying experience, and that 
cannot much avail. We must now endeavour to discover how far 
this episode is consistent with the rest of the facts narrated in this 
book itself, and with such trustworthy evidence as we can else
where bring to bear upon it. We have already in an earlier part 
of*our inquiry pointed out that, in the process of exhibiting a 
general parallelism between the Apostles Peter and Paul, a very 
close pendant to this narrative has been introduced by the author 
into the history of Paul. In the story of the conversion of Paul, 
the Apostle has his vision on the way to Damascus,' and about the 
same time the Lord in a vision desires Ananias (“ a devout man, 
according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews that 
dwell ” in Damascus),3 “ arise, and go to the street which is called 
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one named Saul 
of Tarsus; for behold he prayeth, and saw in a vision a man 

. named Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him that he 
might receive sight.” On this occasion also the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is conferred, and Saul is baptised.3 Whilst such miraculous 
agency is so rare elsewhere, it is so common in the Acts of the 
Apostles that the employment of visions and of angels, under 
every circumstance, is one of the characteristics of the author, and 
may therefore be set down to his own imagination.

No one who examines this episode of Cornelius attentively, we 
think, can doubt that the narrative before us is composed in apolo
getic interest, and is designed to have a special bearing upon the 
problem as to the relation of the Pauline Gospel to the preaching 
of the Twelve. Baur4 has acutely pointed out the significance of 
the very place assigned to it in the general history, and its inser
tion immediately after the conversion of Paul, and before the 
commencement of his ministry, as a legitimation of his Apostle- 
ship of the Gentiles. One point stands clearly out of the strange 
medley of Jewish prejudice, Christian liberalism, and supernatural 
interference which constitute the elements of the story : the actual 
conviction of Peter regarding the relation of the Jew to the 
Gentile, that the Gospel is addressed to the former and that the 
Gentile is excluded, which has to be removed by a direct super
natural revelation from heaven. The author recognises that this 
was the general view of the primitive Church, and this is the 
only particular in which we can perceive historical truth in the 
narrative. The complicated machinery of visions and angelic 
messengers is used to justify the abandonment of Jewish restric-

' ix. 3 f. 3 xxii. 12; cf. x. 1 f., 22. 3 ix. 10-18.
4 Baur, P a u lu s , i., p. 90; Schneckenburger, '/.week d. Aposte/pseh.,

p. 170 f.
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tions, which was preached by Paul amidst so much virulent 
opposition. Peter anticipates and justifies Paul in his ministry of 
the uncircumcision, and the overthrow of Mosaic barriers has the 
sanction and seal of a divine command. We have to see whether 
the history itself does not betray its mythical character, not only in 
its supernatural elements, but in its inconsistency with other 
known or narrated incidents in the Apostolical narrative.

There has been much difference of opinion as to rvhether the 
centurion Cornelius had joined himself in any recognised degree 
to the Jewish religion before this incident, and a majority of critics 
maintain that he is represented as a Proselyte of the Gate. The 
terms in which he is described, x. 2, as tvcrt/J ŝ «ai </x>/?ou/ievo« 
t&v 6tuv, certainly seem to indicate this, and probably the point 
would not have been questioned but for the fact that the writer 
evidently intends to deal with the subject of Gentile conversion, 
with which the representation that Cornelius was already a 
proselyte would somewhat clash. Whether a proselyte or not, 
the Roman centurion is said to be “ devout and fearing God with 
all his house, giving much alms to the people, and praying to 
God always and probably the ambiguity as to whether he had 
actually become affiliated in any way to Mosaism is intentional. 
W'hen Peter, however, with his scruples removed by the super
natural communication with which he had just been favoured, 
indicates their previous strength by the statement: “ Ye know how 
it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company 
with or come unto one of another nation,”’ the author evidently 
oversteps the mark, and betrays the unhistorical nature of the 
narrative; for such an affirmation not only could not have been 
made by Peter, but could only have been advanced by a writer 
who was himself a Gentile, and writing at a distance from the 
events described. There is no injunction of the Mosaic law 
declaring such intercourse unlawful,3 nor indeed is such a rule 
elsewhere heard of, and even Apologists who refer to the point 
have no show of authority by which to support such a statement. 
Not only was there no legal prohibition, but it is impossible to 
conceive that there was any such exclusiveness practised by 
traditional injunction.'* As de Wette appropriately remarks, 
moreover, even if such a prohibition existed as regards idolaters, 
it would still be inconceivable how it could apply to Cornelius,

1 x. 2, cf. 22. 2 x. 28.
3 Davidson, hit. N. T ., ii., p. 242 ; Overbeck, zu de Wette, Apg., p. 159; 

de Wette, Apg., p. 158 ; Zeller, Apg., p. 187.
* De Wette quotes against it Schemoth Rabba, § 19 f., 118. 3. ad Exod. 

xii. 2: '■'Hoe idem est, quod scriptum dicit Jcs. Ivi. j :  E t mm dicet Ji/ius 
advert,e, qtti adbtrsit Domino, dicendo: separando separavit me Dominies a 
populo sno" (Aposle/gesiA., p. 158).
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“ a righteous man and fearing God, and of good report among 
all the nation of the Jews.”' It is also inconsistent with the zeal 
for proselytism displayed by the Pharisees,3 the strictest sect of 
the Jews; and the account given by Josephus of the conversion 
of Izates of Adiabene is totally against it.3

There is a slight trait which, added to others, tends to 
complete the demonstration of the unhistorical character of 
this representation. Peter is said to have lived many days 
in Joppa with one Simon, a tanner, and it is in his house 
that the messengers of Cornelius find him.4 Now, the tanner’s 
trade was considered impure amongst the Jews,5 and it was 
almost pollution to live in Simon’s house. It is argued by 
some commentators that the fact that Peter lodged there is 
mentioned to show that he had already emancipated himself from 
Jewish prejudices. However this may be, it is strangely incon
sistent that a Jew who has no objection to live with a tanner 
should, at the same time, consider it unlawful to hold intercourse 
of any kind with a pious Gentile, who, if not actually a Proselyte 
of the Gate, had every qualification for becoming one. This 
indifference to the unclean and polluting trade of the tanner, 
moreover, is inconsistent with the reply which Peter gives to the 
voice which bids him slay and eat: “ Not so, Lord, for I never 
ate anything common or unclean.” No doubt the intercourse to 
which Peter refers indicates, or at least includes, eating and 
drinking with one of another country, and this alone could present 
any intelligible difficulty, for the mere transaction of business or 
conversation with strangers must have been daily necessary to the 
Jews. It must be remarked, however, that, when Peter makes 
the statement which we are discussing, nothing whatever is said 
of eating with the Centurion or sitting with him at table, 'l’his 
leads to a striking train of reflection upon the whole episode.

It is a curious thing that the supernatural vision, which is designed 
to inform Peter and the Apostles that the Gentiles might l>e 
received into the Church, should take the form of a mere intima
tion that the distinction of clean and unclean animals was no 
longer binding, and that he might indifferently kill and eat. One 
might have thought that, on the supposition that Heaven desired 
to give Peter and the Church a command to admit the Gentiles 
unconditionally to the benefits of the Gospel, this would be simply 
and clearly stated. This was not done at all, and the intimation 
by which Peter supposes himself justified in considering it lawful

1 x. 22 ; de Wette, Apg., p. 158. 3 Matt, xxiii. 15.
3 A ntiq ., xx, 2, 3. 4 ix. 43, x. 6.
5 Schoettgcn, Horu Hebr., p. 447 ; Alford, Greek Test.., ii., p. 109; 

llackett, Ae/s, p. 144 ; Meyer, Apg. , p. 235; Renan, Les Apitres, p. 199; 
de Wette, Apg., p. 150; Wordsworth, Greek Test., Acts, p. 88.
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to go to Cornelius is, in the first place, merely on the subject o( 
animals defined as clean and unclean. Doubtless the prohibition 
as to certain meats might tend to continue the separation between 
Jew and Gentile, and the disregard of such distinctions of course 
promoted general intercourse with strangers; but this by no 
means explains why the abrogation of this distinction is made the 
intimation to receive Gentiles into the Church. When Peter 
returns to Jerusalem we are told that “ they of the circumcision'' 
—that is to say, the whole Church there, since at that period all 
were “ of the circumcision,” and this phrase further indicates that 
the writer has no historical standpoint— contended with him. 
The subject of the contention, we might suppose, was the baptism 
of Gentiles; but not so: the charge brought against him was: 
“ Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with 
them.”1 The subject of Paul’s dispute with Peter at Antioch 
simply was that, “ before that certain came from James, he did 
eat with the Gentiles; but when they came he withdrew, fearing 
them of the circumcision.”2 That the whole of these passages 
should turn merely on the fact of eating with men who were 
uncircumcised is very suggestive, and as the Church at Jerusalem 
make no allusion to the baptism of uncircumcised Gentiles, it 
would lead to the inference that nothing was known of such an 
event, and that the circumstance was simply added to some other 
narrative; and this is rendered all the more probable by the fact 
that, in the affair at Antioch as well as throughout th£ Epistle to 
the Galatians, Peter is very far from acting as one who had been 
the first to receive uncircumcised Gentiles freely into the Church.

It is usually asserted that the vision of Peter abrogated the 
distinction of clean and unclean animals so long existing in the 
Mosaic Law, but there is no evidence that any subsequent gradual 
abandonment of the rule was ascribed to such a command ; and it 
is remarkable that Peter himself not only does not, as we shall 
presently see, refer to this vision as authority for disregarding the 
distinction of clean and unclean meats, and for otherwise consider
ing nothing common or unclean, but acts as if such a vision had 
never taken place. The famous decree of the Council of Jerusalem, 
moreover, makes no allusion to any modification of the Mosaic 
law in the case of Jewish Christians, whatever relaxation it may 
seem to grant to Gentile converts, and there is no external evidence 
of any kind that so important an abolition of ancient legal 
prescriptions was thus introduced into Christendom.

We have, however, fortunately one test of the historical value of 
this whole episode, to which we have already briefly referred, but 
which we must now more closely apply. Paul himself, in his

* xi. 3. 3 Gal. ii. 12.
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Epistle to the Galatians, narrates the particulars of a scene between 
himself and Peter at Antioch, of which no mention is made in the 
Acts of the Apostles, and we think that no one can fairly consider 
that episode without being convinced that it is utterly irreconcil
able with the supposition that the vision which we are now examin
ing can ever have appeared to Peter, or that he can have played 
the part attributed to him in the conversion and baptism of un
circumcised Gentiles. Paul writes: “ But when Cephas came to 
Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was condemned. 
For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the 
Gentiles, and when they came he withdrew and separated himself, 
fearing them of the circumcision ; and the other Jews also joined 
in his hypocrisy.”1 It will be remembered that, in the case of 
Cornelius, “ they of the circumcision” in Jerusalem, at the head 
of whom was James, from whom came those “of the circumcision” 
of whom Peter was afraid at Antioch, contended with Peter for 
going in “ to men uncircumcised and eating with them,”2 the very 
thing which was in question at Antioch. In the Acts, Peter is 
represented as defending his conduct by relating the divine vision 
under the guidance of which he acted, and the author states as the 
result that “ When they heard these things they held their peace 
and glorified God, saying : Then to the Gentiles also God gave 
repentance unto life.”3 This is the representation of the author 
of the vision and of the conversion of Cornelius, but very different 
is Peter’s conduct as described by the Apostle Paul, very dis
similar the phenomena presented by a narrative upon which we 
can rely. The “ certain who came from James ” can never have 
heard of the direct communication from Heaven which justified 
Peter’s conduct, and can never have glorified God in the manner 
described, or Peter could not have had any reason to fear them ; 
for a mere reference to his vision, and to the sanction of the 
Church of Jerusalem, must have been sufficient to reconcile them 
to his freedom. Then, is it conceivable that after such a vision, 
and after being taught by God himself not to call any man or 
thing common or unclean, Peter could have acted as he did for 
fear of them of the circumcision ? His conduct is convincing 
evidence that he knew as little of any such vision as those who 
came from James. On the other hand, if we require further proof 
it is furnished by the Apostle Paul himself. Is it conceivable that, 
if such an episode had ever really occurred, the Apostle Paul 
would not have referred to it upon this occasion ? What more 
appropriate argument could he have used, what more legitimate 
rebuke could he have administered, than merely to have reminded 
Peter of his own vision ? He both rebukes him and argues, but

' Gal. ii. 11-13. 3 Acts xi. 2, 3. 3 l i . ,  xi. 18.
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his rebuke and his argument have quite a different complexion; 
and we confidently affirm that no one can read that portion of the 
Epistle to the Galatians without feeling certain that, had the writer 
been aware of such a divine communication—and we think it must 
be conceded without question that, if it had taken place, he must 
have been aware of it1—he would have referred to so direct and 
important an authority. Neither here nor in the numerous places 
where such an argument would have been so useful to the Apostle 
does Paul betray the slightest knowledge of the episode of 
Cornelius. The historic occurrence at Antioch, so completely 
ignored by the author of the Acts, totally excludes the mythical 
story of Cornelius.

There are merely one or two other points in connection with the 
episode to which we must call attention. In his address to 
Cornelius, Peter says: “ Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons ” (oi’k tm tv Kp(xr<oiroki]pTrTi)s 6 6t<k). 
Now this is not only a thoroughly Pauline sentiment, but Paul has 
more than once made use of precisely the same expression. 
Rom. ii. 11 : “ For there is no respect of persons with God ” 
(op yap tiTTiv irp<xru>iro\.r]p.\f/ta Trapa rip #«<u) ; and, again. 
Gal. ii. 6: “ God respecteth no man’s person ” (n-pdo-ara-ov 
6 Oto'i avdpu'mov op \apfiavti).2 The author of the Acts was 
certainly acquainted with the Epistles of Paul, and the very 
manner in which he represents Peter as employing this expression 
betrays the application of a sentiment previously in his mind, “ Of 
a truth I perceive,” etc. The circumstance confirms what Paul 
had already said.3 Then, in the defence of his conduct at 
Jerusalem, Peter is represented as saying: “ And I remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he said, John indeed baptised with 
water, but ye shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit.”'* Now 
these words are by all the Gospels put into the mouth of John the 
Baptist, and not of Jesus ;5 but the author of the Acts seems to put 
them into the mouth of Jesus at the beginning of the work,6 and 
their repetition here is only an additional proof of the fact that the 
episode of Cornelius, as it stands before us, is not historical, but 
is merely his own composition.

The whole of this narrative, with its complicated series of 
miracles, is evidently composed to legitimate the free reception 
into the Christian Church of Gentile converts; and, to emphasize

1 Indeed the reference to this case, supposed to be made by Peter himself, in 
Paul’s presence, excludes the idea of ignorance, if the Acts be treated as 
historical.

3 Cf. Ephes. vi. 9, Col. iii. 25.
3 Compare further x. 35 f. with Rom. ii. iii., etc. The sentiments and even 

the words are Pauline. • 4 xi. 16.
5 Matt. iii. 11, Mark i. 8, Luke iii. 16, John i. 26, 33. 6 i. 5.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



THE NARRATIVE NOT HISTORICAL 685

the importance of the divine ratification of their admission, Peter 
is made to repeat to the Church of Jerusalem the main incidents 
which had just been fully narrated. On the one hand, the previous 
Jewish exclusiveness both of Peter and of the Church is displayed 
first, in the resistance of the Apostle, which can only be overcome 
by the vision and the direct order of the Holy Spirit, and by the 
manifest outpouring of the Spirit upon the Centurion and his 
household; and, second, in the contention of the party of the circum
cision, which is only overcome by an account of the repeated signs 
of divine purpose and approval. The universality of the Gospel 
could not be more broadly proclaimed than in the address of Peter 
to Cornelius. Not the Jews alone, “ but in every nation, he that 
feareth him and worketh righteousness is acceptable to him.” 
Pauline principles are thus anticipated, and, as we have pointed 
out, are expressed almost in the words of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. The Jews who go with Peter were astonished because 
that on the Gentiles also had been poured out the gift of the Holy 
Spirit;1 and the Church of Jerusalem, on hearing of these things, 
glorified God that repentance unto life had been given to the 
Gentiles. It is impossible that the admission of the Gentiles to 
the privileges of the Church could be more prominently signified 
than by this episode, introduced by prodigious miracles and 
effected by supernatural machinery. Where, however, are the 
consequences of this marvellous recognition of the Gentiles ? It 
does not in the slightest degree preclude the necessity for the 
Council, which we shall presently consider; it does not apparently 
exercise any influence on James and the Church of Jerusalem; 
Peter, indeed, refers vaguely to it, but as a matter out of date and 
almost forgotten ; Paul, in all his disputes with the emissaries of 
the Church of Jerusalem, in all his pleas for the freedom of his 
Gentile converts, never makes the slightest allusion to i t ; it 
remains elsewhere unknown, and, so far as any evidence goes, 
utterly without influence upon the primitive Church. This will 
presently become more apparent; but already it is clear enough to 
those who will exercise calm reason that it is impossible to consider 
this narrative, with its tissue of fruitless miracles, as a historical 
account of the development of the Church.

'  x. 4 5  f.
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THK HISTORICAL VALUE OF THE WORK (CONTINUED):
PAUL THE APOSTLE OF THE GENTILES

We have now arrived at the point in our examination of the Acts 
in which we • have the inestimable advantage of being able to 
compare the narrative of the unknown author with the distinct 
statements of the Apostle Paul. In doing so, we must remember 
that the author must have been acquainted with the Epistles 
which are now before us, and, supposing it to be his purpose to 
present a peculiar view of the transactions in question, whether for 
apologetic or for conciliatory reasons, it is obvious that it would not 
be reasonable to expect divergencies of so palpable a nature that any 
reader of the letters must at once perceive them. When the Acts were 
written, it is true, the author could not have known that the Epistles 
of Paul were to attain the high canonical position which they now 
occupy, and might, therefore, use his materials more freely ; still, 
it would be natural to expect a certain superficial consistenq. 
Unfortunately, our means of testing the statements of the author 
are not so minute as is desirable, although they are often o f much 
value; and, seeing the great facility with which, by apparently 
slight alterations and omissions, a different complexion can be 
given to circumstances regarding which no very full details exist 
elsewhere, we must be prepared to seize every indication which 
may enable us to form a just estimate of the nature of the writing 
which we are examining.

In the first two chapters of his Epistle to the Galatians, the 
Apostle Paul relates particulars regarding some important epochs 
of his life, which likewise enter into the narrative of the Acts of 
the Apostles. The Apostle gives an account of his own proceed
ings immediately after his conversion, and of the visit which about 
that time he paid to Jerusalem ; and, further, of a second visit to 
Jerusalem fourteen years later; and to these we must now direct 
our attention. We defer consideration of the narrative of the 
actual conversion of Paul for the present, and merely intend here 
to discuss the movements and conduct of the Apostle immediately 
subsequent to that event. The Acts of the Apostles represent Paul 
as making five journeys to Jerusalem subsequent to his joining the 
Christian body. The first, ix. 26 f., takes place immediately after 
his conversion ; the second, xi. 30, xii. 25, is upon an occasion 
when the Church at Antioch are represented as sending relief to

686
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the brethren of Judaea by the hands of Barnabas and Saul, during 
a time of famine; the third visit to Jerusalem, xv. i f., Paul 
likewise pays in company with Barnabas, both being sent by the 
Church of Antioch to confer with the Apostles and Elders as to 
the necessity of circumcision, and the obligation of Gentile 
converts to observe the Mosaic law; the fourth, xviii. 21 f., 
when he goes to Ephesus with Priscilla and Aquilla, “ having 
shaved his head in Cenchrea, for he had a vow ”; and the fifth 
and last, xxi. 15 f., when the disturbance took place in the temple 
which led to his arrest and journey to Rome. The circumstances 
and general character of these visits to Jerusalem, and more 
especially of that on which the momentous conference is described 
as having taken place, are stated with so much precision, and they 
present features of such marked difference, that it might have been 
supposed there could not have been any difficulty in identifying 
with certainty, at least, the visits to which the Apostle refers in his 
letter, more especially as upon both occasions he mentions impor
tant particulars which characterised them. It is a remarkable 
fact, however, that the divergencies between the statements of 
the unknown author and the Apostle are so marked that upon 
no jjoint has there been more decided difference of opinion 
amongst critics and divines from the very earliest times. Upon 
general grounds, we have already seen, there has been good reason 
to doubt the historical character of the Acts. Is it not a singularly 
suggestive circumstance that, when it is possible to compare the 
authentic representations of Paul with the narrative of the Acts, even 
Apologists perceive so much opening for doubt and controversy ?

The visit described in the ninth chapter of the Acts is generally 
identified with that which is mentioned in the first chapter of 
the Epistle. This unanimity arises mainly from the circum
stance that both writers clearly represent that visit as the first 
which Paul paid to Jerusalem after his conversion, for the details 
of the two narratives are anything but in agreement with 
each other. Although critics are forced to agree as to the 
bare identity of the visit, this harmony is immediately disturbed 
on examining the two accounts, and, whilst the one party find the 
statements in the Acts reconcilable with those of Paul, a large 
body more or less distinctly declare them to be contradictory and 
unhistorical. In order that the question at issue may be fairly laid 
before the reader, we shall give the two accounts in parallel 
columns:—

A c t s  i x . 1 9  f.

19. And he was certain days 
[iinipas r ir it)  with the disciples in 
Damascus.

20. And immediately (eifftwi) was

E p . t o  G a i .. I .  1 5  f.

15. But when it pleased God.......
16. To reveal his son in me, that 

I might preach him among the Gen
tiles ;
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A c t s  i x . 1 9  f.

preaching Jesus in the synagogues, 
etc.

21. And all that heard him were 
amazed, saying, etc.

22. But Saul was increasing in 
strength more and more, and con
founding the Jews which dwelt at 
Damascus, proving that this is the 
Christ.

23. And after many days (i/ntpat 
hcaral) were fulfilled, the Jews took 
counsel to kill him ; 24. But their plot 
was known to Saul. And they were 
even watching the gates day and night ! 
to kill him.

25. But the disciples look him by | 
night, and let him down through the 
wall in a basket.

26. And when he came to Jcru- ' 
salem he was assaying to join himself 
to the disciples ; but all were afraid 
of him, not believing that he is a dis
ciple.

27. But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the Apostles, and 
declared unto them how he saw the 
Lord in the way, and that he spake 
to him ; and how he preached boldly 
at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 1

28. And he was with them coming 
in and going out at Jerusalem, preach
ing lxrldly in the name of the Lord.

29. And he was speaking and dis
puting against the Grecian Jews ; but 
they took counsel to slay him ;

30. But when the brethren knew, 
they brought him dowm to Cesarea, 
and sent him forth to Tarsus.

Er. t o  G ai- 1. 15 f.
immediately (eiOiw 1) I conferred not 
with flesh and blood ;

17. Neither went I up to Jerusalem 
to those who were Apostles before me; 
but I went away into Arabia, and 
returned again into Damascus.

18. Then after three years I went up 
to Jerusalem to visit* Cephas, and 
abode with him fifteen days.

19. But other of the Apostles saw 
I not save James the Lord’s brother.

20. Now the things which I write 
unto you, behold, before God, I lie 
not.

21. Thereafter I came into the 
regions of Syria and Cilicia ;

22. But I was unknown by face 
unto the churches of Juda-a which 
were in Christ; but they were only 
hearing that he who formerly persecuted 
us is now preaching the faith which 
once he was destroying: and they 
glorified God in me.

It is obvious that the representation in the Acts of what 
Paul did after his conversion differs very widely from the account 
which the Apostle himself gives of the matter. In the first place, 
not a word is said in the former of the journey into Arabia; but, 
on the contrary, it is excluded, and the statement which replaces 
it directly contradicts that of Paul. The Apostle says that after 
his conversion “ Immediately3 (e»’0«i>s) I conferred not with flesh 
and blood,” but “ went away into Arabia.” The author of the 
Acts says that he spent “ some days ” (>j/xepa? nvas) with the

1 To become acquainted with.
a Dr. Ellicott remarks: “ Straightway; the word standing prominently 

forward, and implying that he not only avoided conference with men, but did 
so from the very first ” (St. Paul's Ep. to the Gal., 4th ed., p. 16).
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disciples in Damascus, and “ immediately” (tvtitm) began to 
preach in the synagogues, l’aul’s feelings are so completely 
misrepresented that, instead of that desire for retirement and 
solitude which his words express, he is described as straightway 
plunging into the vortex of public life in Damascus. The general 
apologetic explanation is, that the author of the Acts either was 
not aware of the journey into Arabia, or that, his absence there 
having been short, he did not consider it necessary to mention 
it. There are no data for estimating the length of time which 
Paul spent in Arabia, but the fact that the Apostle mentions it 
with so much emphasis proves not only that he attached con
siderable weight to the episode, but that the duration of his visit 
could not have been unimportant. In any case, the author of 
the Acts, whether ignorantly or not, boldly describes the Apostle 
as doing precisely what he did not. To any ordinary reader, 
moreover, his whole account of Paul’s preaching at Damascus 
certainly excludes altogether the idea of such a journey, and the 
argument that it can be inserted anywhere is purely arbitrary. 
There are many theories amongst Apologists as to the part 
of the narrative in Acts in which the Arabian journey can 
be placed. By some it is assigned to a period before he 
commenced his active labours, and therefore before ix. 20, from 
which the words of the author repulse it with singular clearness ; 
others intercalate it with even less reason between ix. 20 and 21 ; 
a few discover some indication of it in the paAAov evtSw afiovro  
of verse 22—an expression, however, which refuses to be forced 
into such service ; a greater number place it in the fifiipcu U avai 
of verse 23, making that elastic phrase embrace this as well as 
other difficulties till it snaps under the strain. It seems evident 
to an unprejudiced reader that the ri/upai iKavat are represented 
as passed in Damascus. And, lastly, some critics place it after ix. 
25, regardless of Paul’s statement that from Arabia he returned 
again to Damascus, which, under the circumstances mentioned 
in Acts, he was not likely to do, and indeed it is obvious that he 
is there supposed to have at once gone from Damascus to 
Jerusalem. These attempts at reconciliation are useless. It is 
o f no avail to find time into which a journey to Arabia and the 
stay there might be forcibly thrust. There still remains the fact 
that, so far from the Arabian visit being indicated in the Acts, 
the tvOiux; of ix. 20, compared with the tvOi01s of Gal. i. 16, 
positively excludes it, and proves that the narrative of the former 
is not historical.

There is another point in the account in Acts which further 
demands attention. The impression conveyed by the narrative is 
that Paul went up to Jerusalem not very long after his conversion. 
The omission of the visit to Arabia shortens the interval before he

2 Y
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did so, by removing causes of delay ; and, whilst no expressions art 
used which imply a protracted stay in Damascus, incidents are 
introduced which indicate that the purpose of the writer was to 
represent the Apostle as losing no time after his conversion before 
associating himself with the elder Apostles and obtaining their 
recognition of his ministry ; and this view, we shall see, is con
firmed by the peculiar account which is given of what took place 
at Jerusalem. The Apostle distinctly states, i. 18, that three 
years after his conversion he went up to visit Peter.1 In the Acts 
he is represented as spending “ some days ” ( 1 nvas) with 
the disciples, and the only other chronological indication given is 
that, after “ many days ” (rjfiipai Uavai), the plot occurred which 
forced him to leave Damascus. It is argued that ijfiifxii ucaraf is 
an indefinite period, which may, according to the usage of the 
author,2 indicate a considerable space of time, and certainly rather 
express a long than a short periods The fact is, however, that the 
instances cited are evidence, in themselves, against the supposition 
that the author can have had any intention of expressing a period 
of three years by the words rj/xtpui Ik aval. We suppose that no 
one has ever suggested that Peter stayed three years in the house of 
Simon the tanner at Joppa (ix. 43); or that when it is said that 
Paul remained “ many days ” at Corinth after the insurrection of 
the Jews, the author intends to speak of some years, when in fact 
the i)fupai (Karat contrasted with the expression (xviii. 11), “he 
continued there a year and six months,” used regarding his stay 
previous to that disturbance, evidently reduces the “ yet many 
days ” subsequently spent there to a very small compass. Again, 
has any one ever suggested that in the account of Paul’s voyage 
to Rome, where it is said (xxvii. 7) that, after leaving Myrra “and 
sailing slowly many days ” (»}/«pai ikuvu. 1), they had scarcely got 
so for as Cnidus, an interval of months, not to say years, is indi
cated ? It is impossible to suppose that by such an expression 
the writer intended to indicate a period of three years.

That the narrative of the Acts actually represents Paul as going 
up to Jerusalem soon after his conversion, and certainly not merely at 
the end of three years, is obvious from the statement in verse 26. 
that when Paul arrived at Jerusalem, and was assaying to join him
self to the disciples, all were afraid of him, and would not believe 
in his conversion. The author could certainly not have stated

' “ The ‘ straightway ’ of verse 16 leads to this conclusion : * A t first I con
ferred not with Hesh and blood, it was only after the lapse of three years that I 
went to Jerusalem (Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 83).

9 Acts ix. 43, xviii 18, xvii. 7 ; Lightfoot, *A, p. 89, note 3.
•* “ The difference between the vague ‘ many days’ of the Acts and the defi

nite ‘ three years’ of the Epistle is such as might be expected from the circum 
stances of the two writers’’ (Lightfoot, ih.t p. 89, note 3).
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this, if he had desired to imply that Paul had already been a 
Christian, and publicly preached with so much success at 
Damascus, for three years. Indeed, the statements in ix. 26 are 
irreconcilable with the declaration of the Apostle, whatever view7 
be taken of the previous narrative of the Acts. If it be assumed 
that the author wishes to describe the visit to Jerusalem as taking 
place three years after his conversion, then the ignorance of that 
event amongst the brethren there and their distrust of Paul are 
utterly inconsistent and incredible; whilst if, on the other hand, 
he represents the Apostle as going to Jerusalem with but little 
delay in Damascus, as we contend he does, then there is no escape 
from the conclusion that the Acts, whilst thus giving a narrative 
consistent with itself, distinctly contradicts the deliberate assertions 
of the Apostle. It is absolutely incredible that the conversion of 
a well-known persecutor of the Church (viii. 3 f.), effected in a way 
which is represented as so sudden and supernatural, and accom
panied by a supposed vision of the Lord, could for three years 
have remained unknown to the community of Jerusalem. So 
striking a triumph for Christianity must have been rapidly circu
lated throughout the Church, and the fact that he who formerly 
persecuted was now zealously preaching the faith which once he 
destroyed must long have been generally known in Jerusalem, 
which was in such constant communication with Damascus.

The author of the Acts continues in the same strain, stating that 
Barnabas, under the circumstances just described, took Paul and 
brought him to the Apostles (irpbs rows dtrocrrokovi), and de
clared to them the particulars of his vision and conversion, and 
how he had preached boldly at Damascus.1 No doubt is left that 
this is the first intimation the Apostles had received of such extra
ordinary events. After this, we are told that Paul was with them 
coming in and going out at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the 
name of the Lord. Here again the declaration of Paul is explicit, 
and distinctly contradicts this story both in the letter and the 
spirit. He makes no mention of Barnabas. He states that he 
went to Jerusalem specially with the view of making the acquaint
ance of Peter, with whom he remained fifteen days; but he 
emphatically says : “ But other of the Apostles saw I not, save 
(«’ fit]) James, the Lord’s brother”; and then he adds the solemn 
declaration regarding his account of this visit: “ Now the things 
which I write unto you behold, before God, I lie not.” An 
asseveration made in this tone excludes the supposition of in
accuracy or careless vagueness, and the specific statements have all 
the force of sworn evidence. Instead of being presented “ to the 
Apostles,” therefore, and going in and out with them at Jerusalem,

1 ix. 27.
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we have here the emphatic assurance that, in addition to Peter, 
Paul saw no one except “ Janies, the Lord’s brother.”

There has been much discussion as to the identity of this 
James, and whether lie was an Apostle or not; but into this 
it is unnecessary for us to enter. Most writers agree at 
least that he is the same James, the head of the Church 
at Jerusalem, whom we again frequently meet writh in the 
Pauline Epistles and in the Acts, and notably in the account 
of the Apostolic council. The exact interpretation to be 
put upon the expression d  pt] 'VaKmfiav has also been the 
subject of great controversy, the question being whether James is 
here really called an Apostle or n o t; whether tl juj is to be 
understood as applying solely to the verb, in which case the state
ment would mean that he saw no other of the Apostles, but only 
Janies, or to the whole phrase, which would express that he had 
seen no other of the Apostles save James. It is admitted, by many 
of those who think that in this case the latter signification must be 
adopted, that grammatically either interpretation is permissible. 
Even supposing that, rightly or wrongly, James is here referred to 
as an Apostle, the statement of the Acts is, in spirit, quite opposed 
to that of the Epistle; for when we are told that Paul is brought 
“ to the Apostles ” (irpte tovs da-oordAovs), the linguistic 
usage of the writer implies that he means much more than merely 
Peter and James. It seems impossible to reconcile the statement,
ix. 27, with the solemn assurance of Paul; and if we accept what 
the Apostle says as truth, and we cannot doubt it, it must be 
admitted that the account in the Acts is unhistorical.

We arrive at the very same conclusion on examining the rest of 
the narrative. In the Acts, Paul is represented as being with the 
Apostles going in and out, preaching openly in Jerusalem, and 
disputing with the Grecian Jews.1 No limit is here put to his 
visit, and it is difficult to conceive that what is narrated is intended 
to describe a visit of merely fifteen days. A subsequent statement 
in the Acts, however, explains and settles the point. Paul is 
represented as declaring to King Agrippa, xxvi. 19 f . : “ Where
fore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision, 
but first unto those in Damascus, and throughout all the region of 
Judtea, and to the Gentiles, I was declaring that they should repent 
and turn to God,” etc. However this may be, the statement of 
Paul does not admit the interpretation of such public ministry. 
His express purpose in going to Jerusalem was, not to preach, but 
to make the acquaintance of Peter; and it was a marked charac
teristic of Paul to avoid preaching in ground already occupied by I 
the other Apostles before him.a Not only is the account in Acts

1 ix. 28 f. a 2 Cor. x. 14 f. ; cf. Rom. xv. 20.
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apparently excluded by such considerations and by the general 
tenour of the Epistle, but it is equally so by the direct words 
of the Apostle (i. 22): “ I was unknown by face unto the 
churches of Jud«ea.” It is argued that the term, “ churches of 
Judaea,” excludes Jerusalem. It might possibly be asserted with 
reason that such an expression as “ the churches of Jerusalem ” 
might exclude the churches of Judaea, but to say that the Apostle, 
writing elsewhere to the Galatians of a visit to Jerusalem, and of 
his conduct at that time, intends, when speaking of the “ churches 
of Judaea,” to exclude the principal city seems to us arbitrary and 
unwarrantable. The whole object of the Apostle is to show the 
privacy of his visit and his independence of the elder Apostles. 
He does not use the expression as a contrast to Jerusalem. 
Nothing in his account leads one to think of any energetic preach
ing during the visit, and the necessity of finding some way of 
excluding Jerusalem from the Apostle’s expression is simply thrust 
upon Apologists by the account in Acts. Two passages are 
referred to as supporting the exclusion of Jerusalem from “ the 
churches of Judaea.” In John iii. 22 we read: “ After these 
things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea.” In 
the preceding chapter he is described as being at Jerusalem. We 
have already said enough about the geographical notices of the 
author of the fourth Gospel.1 Even those who do not admit that 
he was not a native of Palestine are agreed that he wrote in another 
country and for foreigners. “ The land of Judaea” was therefore 
a natural expression superseding the necessity of giving a more 
minute local indication which would have been of little use. The 
second instance appealed to, though more doubtfully,2 is Heb. xiii. 
24: “ They from Italy salute you.” We are at a loss to understand 
how this is supposed to support the interpretation adopted. It is 
impossible that if Paul went in and out with the Apostles, preached 
boldly in Jerusalem, and disputed with the Hellenistic Jews, not 
to speak of what is added, Acts xxvi. 19 f., he could say that he 
was unknown by face to the churches of Judaea. There is nothing, 
we may remark, which limits his preaching to the Grecian Jews. 
Whilst Apologists maintain that the two accounts are reconcilable, 
many of them frankly admit that the account in Acts requires 
correction from that in the Epistle ;3 but, on the other hand, a still 
greater number of critics pronounce the narrative in the Acts 
contradictory to the statements of Paul.

There remains another point upon which a few remarks must be 
made. In Acts ix. 29 f. the cause of Paul’s hurriedly leaving

1 See p. 528 f. 2 I.ightfoot, Galatians, p. 85.
3 Bleek, Einl., p. 364 f. ; Ewald, Gesc/i. V. h r . , vi., p. 403, anm. I ; 

Sendschr. d. Ap. Paulas, 1857, p. 68 f.; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 92; Neander, 
PJlanzung, p. 127 f.
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Jerusalem is a plot of the Grecian Jews to kill him. Paul does 
not, in the Epistle, refer to any such matter ; but, in another part 
of the Acts, Paul is represented as relating, xxii. 17 f. : “ And it 
came to pass that, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying 
in the temple, I was in a trance, and saw him saying unto me: 
Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem, for they will 
not receive thy witness concerning me,” etc. This account 
differs, therefore, even from the previous narrative in the same 
book ; yet critics are agreed that the'visit during which the Apostle 
is said to have seen this vision was that which we are discussing. 
The writer is so little a historian working from substantial facts 
that he forgets the details of his own previous statements; and in 
the account of the conversion of Paul, for instance, he thrice 
re[>eats the story with emphatic and irreconcilable contradictions. 
We have already observed his partiality for visions, and such 
supernatural agency is so ordinary a matter with him that, in the 
first account of this visit, he altogether omits the vision, although 
he must have known of it then quite as much as on the second 
occasion. The Apostle, in his authentic and solemn account of 
this visit, gives no hint of any vision, and leaves no suggestion 
even of that public preaching which is described in the earlier, and 
referred to in the later, narrative in the Acts." If we had no other 
grounds for rejecting the account as unhistorical, this miraculous 
vision, added as an afterthought, would have warranted our 
doing so.

Passing on now to the second chapter of the Epistle to the 
Galatians, we find that Paul writes : “ Then, after fourteen years,
again I went up to Jerusalem....... ” (tirtira Sia StKaTcrrrrdpsov irwr
7raA.ii/ nvefir/v el<s 'Icp/xroAvyia.........). H e  s ta te s  th e  p a r tic u la rs  of
what took place upon the occasion of this second visit with a 
degree of minuteness which ought, one might have supposed, to 
have left no doubt of its identity when compared with the same 
visit historically described elsewhere ; but such are the discrep
ancies between the two accounts that,as we have already mentioned, 
the controversy upon the point has been long and active.7 The

1 Paley (I f  ora Paul, v., No. viii.) actually endeavours to show the genuine
ness of the Epistle to the Galatians by the “  undesigned coincidence’’ of the 
shortness of Paul’s visit as stated by himself and the miraculous order reported 
Acts xxii. 17 f., “ Get thee quickly out of Jerusalem.” The fallacy, not to sav 
unfairness, of this partial argument needs no demonstration, and, indeed, 
it has Itecn well pointed out by Dr. Jowett (The Epistles o f  St. Paul, i., 
P- 3 5 °  f-)-

J There wasanything but unanimity on the point among the Fathers. 1 rena-us 
identified the second Galatian visit with the third of Acts (xv.). It is not 
certain whether Tertullian agreed in this (Adv. M . , v. 2, 3) or placed it later 
(Adv. Ai., i. 20); Eusebius thought it the same as the second of Acts; 
Epiphanius identified it with the fifth of Acts (xxi. 15); Chrysostom places it
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Acts, it will be remembered, relate a second visit of Paul to 
Jerusalem, after that which we have discussed, upon which occa
sion it is stated (xi. 30) that he was sent with Barnabas to convey 
to the community, during a time of famine, the contributions of 
the Church of Antioch. The third visit of the Acts is that (xv.) 
when Paul and Barnabas are said to have been deputed to confer 
with the Apostles regarding the conditions upon which Gentile 
converts should be admitted into the Christian brotherhood. The 
circumstances of this visit, more nearly than any other, correspond 
with those described by the Apostle himself in the Epistle (ii. 1 f .) ; 
but there are grave difficulties in the way of identifying them. If 
this visit be identical with that described Acts xv., and if Paul, as 
he states, paid no intermediate visit to Jerusalem, what becomes 
of the visit interpolated in Acts xi. 30 ?

The first point which we must endeavour to ascertain is what the 
Apostle actually intends to say regarding the second visit which he 
mentions. The purpose of Paul is to declare his complete indepen
dence from those who were Apostles before him, and to maintain 
that his Gospel was not of man, but directly revealed to him 
by Jesus Christ. In order to prove his independence he cate
gorically states exactly what had been the extent of his intercourse 
with the elder Apostles. He protests that, after his conversion, 
he had neither conferred with flesh and blood nor sought those 
who had been Apostles before him, but, on the contrary, that he 
had immediately gone away to Arabia. It was not until three 
years had elapsed that he had gone up to Jerusalem, and then 
merely to make the acquaintance of Peter, with whom he had 
remained only fifteen days, during which he had not seen other 
of the Apostles save James, the Lord’s brother. Only after the 
lapse of fourteen years did he again go up to Jerusalem. It is 
argued that when Paul says, “ he went up again ” (1rdX.1v avifi>jv), 
the word irdA.iv has not the force of tkvrtpov, and that, so far 
from excluding any intermediate journey, it merely signifies a 
repetition of what had been done before, and might have been 
used of any subsequent journey. Even if this were so, it is 
impossible to deny that, read with its context, 7rdAo' dvi'fSrjv is 
used in immediate connection with the former visit which we 
have just discussed. The sequence is distinctly marked by the 
eirtira “ then and the adoption of the preposition 81a—which 
may properly be read “ after the lapse of —instead of ptra, 
seems clearly to indicate that no other journey to Jerusalem had 
been made in the interval. This can be maintained linguistically;

after the third of A cts; and the Chronicon PaschaJc interpolates it between 
Acts xiii. and xv. It is not now necessary to enter minutely into this.

' Winer, Grammatik des N. T. Sprachidioms, yth Auji., § 47, i., p. 356.
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but the point is still more decidedly settled when the Apostle’s 
intention is considered. It is obvious that his purpose would 
have been totally defeated had he j»ssed over in silence an 
intermediate visit. Even if, as is argued, the visit referred to in 
Acts xi. 30 had been of very brief duration, or if he had not upon 
that occasion had any intercourse with the Apostles, it is impossible 
that he could have ignored it under the circumstances, for by so 
doing he would have left the retort in the power of his enemies 
that he had, on other occasions than those which he had 
enumerated, been in Jerusalem and in contact with the Apostles. 
The mere fact that a visit had been unmentioned would have 
exposed him to the charge of having suppressed it, and suspicion 
is always ready to assign unworthy motives. If Paul had 
paid such a hasty visit as is suggested, he would naturally have 
mentioned the fact and stated the circumstances, whatever they 
were. These and other reasons convince the majority of critics 
that the Apostle here enumerates all the visits which he had paid 
to Jerusalem since his conversion. The visit referred to in 
Gal. ii. 1 f. must be considered the second occasion on which 
the Apostle Paul went to Jerusalem.

This being the case, can the visit be identified as the second 
visit described in Acts xi. 30? The object of that journey to 
Jerusalem, it is expressly stated, was to carry to the brethren in 
Jerusalem the contributions of the Church of Antioch during a 
time of famine; whereas Paul explicitly says that he went up to 
Jerusalem, on the occasion we are discussing, in consequence of a 
revelation, to communicate the Gospel which he was preaching 
among the Gentiles. There is not a word about contributions. 
On the other hand, chronologically it is impossible that the second 
visit of the Epistle can be the second of the Acts. There is some 
difference of opinion as to whether the fourteen years are to be 
calculated from the date of his conversion or from the previous 
journey. The latter seems to be the more reasonable supposition, 
but in either case it is obvious that the identity is excluded. From 
various data—the famine under Claudius, and the time of Herod 
Agrippa’s death—the date of the journey referred to in Acts
xi. 30 is assigned to about a .d . 45. If, therefore, we count back 
fourteen or seventeen years, we have as the date of the conver
sion, on the first hypothesis, a.d . 31, and on the second a .p .  28, 
neither of which is tenable. In order to overcome this difficulty, 
critics at one time proposed, against the unanimous evidence of 
MSS., to read, instead of Std S(kutvt(t. iron’ in Gal. ii. 1, 
Sid TcmrapMv irtZv, “after four years but this violent remedy 
is not only generally rejected, but, even if admitted for the sake of 
argument, it could not establish the identity, inasmuch as the 
statements in Gal. ii. 1 f. imply a much longer period of missionary
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activity amongst the Gentiles than Paul could possibly have had 
at that time, about which epoch, indeed, Barnabas is said to have 
sought him in Tarsus, apparently for the purpose of first com
mencing such a career.’ Certainly the account of his active ministry 
begins in the Acts only in chap. xiii. Then, it is not possible to 
suppose that, if such a dispute regarding circumcision and the 
Gospel of the uncircumcision as is sketched in Gal. ii. had taken 
place on a previous occasion, it could so soon be repeated, Acts 
xv., and without any reference to the former transaction. Com
paratively few critics, therefore, have ventured to maintain that the 
second visit recorded in the Epistle is the same as the second 
mentioned in the Acts (xi. 30), and in modem times the theory is 
almost entirely abandoned. If, therefore, it be admitted that Paul 
mentions all the journeys which he had made to Jerusalem up to 
the time at which he wrote, and that his second visit was not the 
second visit of the Acts, but must be placed later, it follows clearly, 
upon the Apostle’s own assurance, that the visit mentioned in Acts 
xi. 30, xii. 25, cannot have taken place and is unhistorical ; and 
this is the conclusion of the majority of critics, including many 
Apologists, who, whilst suggesting that, for some reason, Barnabas 
may alone have gone to Jerusalem without Paul, or otherwise 
deprecating any imputation of conscious inaccuracy to the author, 
still substantially confirm the result that Paul did not on that 
occasion go to Jerusalem, and consequently that the statement is 
not historical. On the other hand, it is suggested that the addi
tional visit to Jerusalem is inserted by the author with a view to 
conciliation, by representing that Paul was in constant communica
tion with the Apostles and the community of Jerusalem, and that he 
acted with their approval and sympathy. It is scarcely possible to 
observe the peculiar variations between the narratives of the Acts 
and of Paul without feeling that the author of the former 
deliberately sacrifices the independence and individuality of the 
great Apostle of the Gentiles.

The great mass of critics agree in declaring that the second visit 
described in the Epistle is identical with the third recorded in the 
Acts (xv.), although a wide difference of opinion exists amongst 
them as to the historical value of the account contained in the 
latter. This general agreement renders it unnecessary for us to 
enter at any length into the arguments which establish the identity, 
and we shall content ourselves with very concisely stating some of 
the chief reasons for this conclusion. The date in both cases 
corresponds, whilst there are insuperable chronological objections 
to identifying the second journey of the Epistle with any earlier 
or later visit mentioned in Acts. We have referred to other

1 Acls xi. 25 f.
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reasons against its being placed earlier than the third visit of Acts, 
and there are still stronger objections to its being dated after the 
third. It is impossible, considering the object of the Apostle, that 
he could have passed over in silence such a visit as that described 
Acts xv., and that the only alternative would be to date it later 
than the composition of the Epistle, to which the narrative of the 
Acts as well as all other known facts would be irreconcilably 
opposed. On the other hand, the date, the actors, the cause of 
dispute, and probably the place (Antioch) in which that 
dispute originated, so closely correspond that it is incredible 
that such a coincidence of circumstances should again have 
occurred.

Without anticipating our comparison of the two accounts of this 
visit, we must here at least remark that the discrepancies are so
great that not only have apologetic critics, as we have indicated,
adopted the theory that the second visit of the Epistle is not the 
same as the third of the Acts, but is identical with the second
(xi. 30), of which so few particulars are given, but some, and
notably Wieseler,1 have maintained it to have been the same as 
that described in Acts xviii. 21 f., whilst Paley and others3 have

1 Chron. ap. Zeil., p. 179 f., p. 201 f.; Br. Pauli an d. Galater, p. 93 f.
3 Paley, Evidences, and Honv Paul., ch. v., Nos. 2, 10, p. 367 f., 382 f.; 

Schrader, Der Ap. Pau/us, i., p. 75 f., 122 f. It may be well to quote the 
following passage from Paley, a witness whose testimony will scarcely be 
suspected of unorthodox partiality: “ It must not be dissembled that the 
comparison of our Epistle with the history presents some difficulties, or, to say 
the least, some questions of considerable magnitude. It may be doubted, in 
the first place, to what journey the words which open the second chapter of the 
Epistle—‘ then fourteen years afterwards I went unto Jerusalem’—relate. 
That which best corresponds with the date, and that to which most interpreters 
apply the passage, is the journey of Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem, when 
they went thither from Antioch, upon the business of the Gentile converts, and 
which journey produced the famous council and decree recorded in the fifteenth 
chapter of Acts. To me this opinion appears to be encumbered with strong 
objections. In the Epistle, Paul tells us that ‘ he went up by revelation’ (ii. 2). 
In the Acts we read that he was sent by the Church of Antioch. ‘ After no 
small dissension and disputation, they determined that Paul and Barnahas, and 
certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the Apostles and elders 
about this question’ (xv. 2). This is not very reconcilable. In the Epistle 
St. Paul writes that, when he came to Jerusalem, ‘ he communicated that 
Gospel which he preached among the Gentiles, but privately to them which 
were of reputation (ii. 2). If by ‘ that Gospel ’ he meant the immunity of the 
Gentile Christians from the Jewish law (and I know not what else it can mean), 
it is not easy to conceive how he should communicate that privately, which was 
the subject of his public message. But a yet greater difficulty remains—viz., 
that in the account which the Epistle gives of what passed upon this visit at 
Jerusalem, no notice is taken of the deliberation and decree which are recorded 
in the Acts, and which, according to that history, formed the business for (he 
sake of which the journey was undertaken. The mention of the council and 
of its determination, whilst the Apostle was relating his proceedings at
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been led to the hypothesis that the visit in question does not 
correspond with any of the visits actually recorded in the Acts, but 
is one which is not referred to at all in that work. These theories 
have found very little favour, however, and we mention them solely 
to complete our statement of the general controversy. Consider
ing the fulness of the report of the visit in Acts xv. and the peculiar 
nature of the facts stated by the Apostle himself in his letter to the 
Galatians, the difficulty of identifying the particular visit referred 
to is a phenomenon which cannot be too much considered. Is it 
possible, if the narrative in the Acts were really historically 
accurate, that any reasonable doubt could ever have existed as to 
its correspondence with the Apostle’s statements ? We may here 
at once say that, although many of the critics who finally decide 
that the visit described in Acts xv. is the same as that referred to 
in the second chapter of the Epistle argue that the obvious dis
crepancies and contradictions between the two accounts may be 
sufficiently explained and reconciled, this is for very strong reasons 
disputed, and the narrative in the Acts, when tested by the authentic 
statements of the Apostle, pronounced inaccurate and unhistorical.

It is only necessary to read the two accounts in order to under
stand the grounds upon which even Apologists like Paley and 
Wieseler feel themselves compelled to suppose that the Apostle is 
describing transactions which occurred during some visit either 
unmentioned or not fully related in the Acts, rather than identify 
it with the visit reported in the fifteenth chapter, from which it so 
essentially differs. A material difference is not denied by anyone, 
and explanations with a view to reconciliation have never been 
dispensed with. Thiersch, who has nothing better than the usual 
apologetic explanations to offer, does not hesitate to avow the 
apparent incongruities of the two narratives. “ The journey,” he 
says, “ is the same, but no human ingenuity can make out that 
also the conference and the decree resulting from it are the same.”1 
He supposes that the problem is to be solved by asserting that the 
Apostle speaks of the private, the historian of the public, circum
stances of the visit. All who maintain the historical character of 
the Acts must, of course, more or less thoroughly adopt this argu
ment ; but-it is obvious that, in doing so, they admit, on the one 
hand, the general discrepancy, and, on the other, if successful in 
establishing their position, they could do no more than show that 
the Epistle does not absolutely exclude the account in the Acts. 
Both writers profess to describe events which occurred during the

Jerusalem, could hardly have been avoided if in truth the narrative belonged to 
the same journey. To me it appears more probable that Paul and B a rn a b a s  
had taken some journey to Jerusalem, the mention of which is omitted in the 
Acts....... ”  (Evidences, and Horn Paulina, ch. v., No. to, p. 382).

1 Thiersch, Dio Kirchc ini ap. Zdialler, p. 129.
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same visit; both record matters of the highest interest closely 
bearing on the same subject; yet the two accounts are so different 
from each other that they can only be rescued from complete 
antagonism by complete separation. Supposing the author of the 
Acts to be really acquainted with the occurrences of this visit, and 
to have intended to give a plain unvarnished account of them, the 
unconscious ingenuity with which he has omitted the important 
facts mentioned by Paul, and eliminated the whole of the Apostle’s 
individuality, would indeed be as remarkable as it is unfortunate. 
But, supposing the Apostle Paul to have been aware of the formal 
proceedings narrated in the Acts, characterised by such unanimity 
and liberal Christian feeling, it would be still more astonishing and 
unfortunate that he has not only silently passed them over, but has 
conveyed so singularly different an impression of his visit.1 As 
the Apostle certainly could not have been acquainted with the 
Acts, his silence regarding the Council and its momentous decree, 
as well as his ignorance of the unbroken harmony which prevailed, 
are perfectly intelligible. He, of course, only knew and described 
what actually occurred. The author of the Acts, however, might 
and must have known the Epistle to the Galatians, and the 
ingenuity with which the tone and details of the authentic report 
are avoided or transfigured cannot be ascribed to mere accident, 
but must largely be attributed to design, although also partly, it 
may be, to the ignorance and the pious imagination of a later age. 
Is it possible, for instance, that the controversy regarding the 
circumcision of Titus, and the dispute with Peter at Antioch, 
which are so prominently related in the Epistle, but present a view 
so different from the narrative of Acts, can have been undesignedly 
omitted ? The violent apologetic reconciliation which is effected 
between the two accounts is based upon the foregone conclusion 
that the author of the canonical Acts, however he may seem to 
deviate from the Apostle, cannot possibly contradict him or be in 
error; but the preceding examination has rendered such a position 
untenable, and here we have not to do with a canonised “St. Luke,” 
but with an unknown writer, whose work must be judged by the 
ordinary rules of criticism.

According to the Acts, a most serious question is raised at 
Antioch. Certain men from Judaea came thither teaching, 
“ Except ye have been circumcised after the manner of Moses ye 
cannot l>c saved.” After much dissension and disputation, the 
Church of Antioch appoint that Paul and Barnabas, “ and certain

1 “ Our difficulty in reading this page of history arises not so much from ihe 
absence of light as from the perplexity of cross lights. The narratives of 
St. Luke and St. Paul only then cease to conflict when we take into account 
the different positions of the writers and the different objects they had in view ” 
(Lightfoot, S/. Paurs Epistle to the Galatians, p. 224).
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others of them,” shall go up to Jerusalem unto the Apostles and 
elders about this question. The motive of the journey is here 
most distinctly and definitely described. Paul is solemnly deputed 
by the Church to lay before the mother Church of Jerusalem a 
difficult question, upon the answer to which turns the whole 
future of Christianity. Paul’s account gives a very different 
complexion to the visit: “ Then, after fourteen years, I went up 
again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. 
But I went up according to revelation (Kara diroKakv^iv) and 
communicated to them the Gospel which I preach among the 
Gentiles,” etc. Paley might well say : “ This is not very recon
cilable.”' It is argued3 that the two statements may supplement 
each other; that the revelation may have been made to the Church 
of Antioch and have led to the mission ; or that, being made to 
Paul, it may have decided him to undertake it. If, however, we 
admit that the essence of truth consists not in the mere letter but 
in the spirit of what is stated, it seems impossible to reconcile 
these accounts. It might be granted that a historian, giving a 
report of events which had occurred, might omit some secret 
motive actuating the conduct even of one of the principal persons 
with whom he has to d o ; but that the Apostle, under the actual 
circumstances, and while protesting, “ Now the things which I 
am writing unto you, behold, before God, I lie n o t!” should alto
gether suppress the important official character of his journey to 
Jerusalem, and give it the distinct colour of a visit voluntarily and 
independently made Kara diroi«iX.v\piv, is inconceivable. As we 
proceed, it will become apparent that the divergence between the 
two accounts is systematic and fundamental; but we may here so 
far anticipate as to px)int out that the Apjostle explicitly excludes 
an official visit not only by stating an “ inward motive,” and 
omitting all mention of a public object, but by the expression, 
“ and communicated to them the Gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles, but privately to those who,” etc. To quote Paley’s 
words: “ If by ‘ that Gosptel ’ he meant the immunity of the

' Horn Paul., ch. v., No. x. See back, p. 698, note 2.
3 “ Here, however, there is no contradiction. The historian naturally records 

the external impulse which led to the mission ; the Apostle himself states his 
inward motive. ‘ What I did,’ he says, ‘ I did not owing to circumstances, not 
as yielding to pressure, not in deference to others, but Itecause the Spirit of God 
told me it was right.’ The very stress which he lays on this revelation seems to 
show that other influences were at work” (!) (Lightfoot, Si. P. Ep. to the Gal., 
p. 124). Dr. Lightfoot quotes as parallel cases, suggesting how the one motive 
might supplement the other, Acts ix. 29, 30; cf. xxii, 17, xxiii. 2-4, and xv. 28. 
It is unfortunate that all these “ parallel cases” are taken from the work whose 
accuracy is in question, and that the first is actually discredited by the Apostle’s 
own account, whilst the others are open to equally strong objections. See also 
Alford, Greek Test. , ii., Proleg. , p. 27, iii., p. 12; Meyer, Br. an die Gal., p. 6 1 f.
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Gentile Christians from the Jewish law (and I know not what else 
it can mean), it is not easy to conceive how he should communi
cate that privately, which was the subject of his public message 
and we may add, how he should so absolutely alter the whole 
character of his visit. In the Acts, he is an ambassador charged 
with a most important mission ; in the Epistle, he is Paul the 
Apostle, moved solely by his own reasons again to visit Jerusalem. 
The author of the Acts, however, who is supposed to record only 
the external circumstances, when tested is found to do so very im
perfectly, for he omits all mention of Titus, who is conjectured to 
be tacitly included in the “ certain others of them,” who were 
appointed by the Church to accompany Paul, and he is altogether 
silent regarding the strenuous effort to enforce the rite of circum
cision in his case, upon which the Apostle lays so much stress. 
The Apostle, who throughout maintains his simply independent 
attitude, mentions his taking Titus with him as a purely voluntary 
act, and certainly conveys no impression that he also was delegated 
by the Church. We shall presently see how significant the sup
pression of Titus is in connection with the author’s transformation 
of the circumstances of the visit. In affirming that he went up 
“ according to revelation,” Paul proceeds in the very spirit in which 
he began to write this Epistle. He continues simply to assert his 
independence and equality with the elder Apostles. In speaking 
of his first journey he has this object in view, and he states pre
cisely the duration of his visit and whom he saw. If he had 
suppressed the official character of this second visit and the fact 
that he submitted for the decision of the Apostles and elders the 
question of the immunity of the Gentile converts from circum
cision, and thus curtly ascribed his going to a revelation, he would 
have compromised himself in a very serious manner, and exposed 
himself to a charge of disingenuousness of which his enemies 
would not have failed to take advantage. But, whether we con
sider the evidence of the Apostle himself in speaking of this visit, 
the absence of all external allusion to the supposed proceedings 
when reference to them would not only have been most appropriate 
but was almost necessary, the practical contradiction of the whole 
narrative implied in the subsequent conduct of Peter at Antioch, 
or the inconsistency of the conduct attributed in it to Paul him
self, we are forced back to the natural conclusion that the Apostle 
does not suppress anything, and does not give so absurdly partial 
an account of his visit as would be the case if the narrative in the 
Acts be historical, but that, in a few rapid powerful lines, he com
pletes a suggestive sketch of its chief characteristics. This becomes 
more apparent at every step we take in our comparison of the two 
narratives.

■ Hone Paul., ch. v., No. x. See p. 698, note 2.
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If we pass on to the next stage of the proceedings, we find an 
equally striking divergence between the two writers, and it must 
not escape attention that the variations are not merely incidental, 
but are thorough and consecutive. According to the Acts, there 
was a solemn congress held in Jerusalem, on which occasion, the 
Apostles and elders and the Church being assembled, the question 
whether it was necessary that the Gentiles should be circumcised 
and bound to keep the law of Moses was fully discussed, and a 
formal resolution finally adopted by the meeting. The proceed
ings, in fact, constitute what has always been regarded as the first 
Council of the Christian Church. The account in the Epistle 
does not seem to betray any knowledge of such a congress. The 
Apostle himself says merely : “ But I went according to revelation 
and communicated to them (airrois) the Gospel which I preach among 
the Gentiles, but privately to them which seemed (to be something) 
(tear’ I B l a v  &  rots 8 o k o v v i v ) . " '  The opinion that the author of Acts 
“ alludes in a general way to conferences and discussions preced
ing the congress ”2 is based upon the statement, xv. 4, 5 : “ And 
when they came to Jerusalem they were received by the Church 
and by the Apostles and the elders, and declared all that God did 
with them. But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees, 
who believed, saying : That it is necessary to circumcise them and 
to command them to keep the law of Moses. And the Apostles 
and the elders came together to see regarding this matter. And 
when there had been much disputation Peter rose up and said,” 
etc. If it were admitted that more than one meeting is here 
indicated, it is clear that the words cannot be legitimately strained 
into a reference to more than two conferences. The first of these 
is a general meeting of the Apostles and elders and of the Church 
to receive the delegates from Antioch, and the second is an equally 
general and public conference (verse 6): not only are the Apostles 
and elders present, but also the general body of Christians, as 
clearly appears from the statement (verse 12) that, after the speech 
of Peter, “ all the multitude (true rft irk^Ooi) kept silence.”-* 
The “ much disputation ” evidently takes place on the occasion 
when the Apostles and elders are gathered together to consider the 
matter. If, therefore, two meetings can be maintained from the 
narrative in Acts, both are emphatically public and general, and 
neither, therefore, the private conference of the Epistle. The main 
fact that the author of the Acts describes a general congress of the 
Church as taking place is never called in question.

1 Gal. ii. 2. 5 Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 125.
3 It has been pertinently asked, How it is possible that such a meeting could 

liave taken place ? What room could have been found to contain the assembly ? 
(cf. Reuss, N. Rev. de Thiol., 1858, ii., p. 36).
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On the other hand, few who appreciate the nature of the dis
crepancy which we are discussing will feel that the difficulty is 
solved by suggesting that there is space for the insertion of other 
incidents in the Apostle’s narrative. It is rather late now to inter
polate a general Council of the Church into the pauses of the 
Galatian letter. To suppose that the communications of Paul to 
the “ Pillar ” Apostles, and the distressing debate regarding the 
circumcision of Titus, may be inferred between the lines o f the 
account in the Acts, is a bold effort of imagination ; but it is far 
from being as hopeless as an attempt to reconcile the discrepancy 
by thrusting the important public congress into some comer o f the 
Apostle’s statement. In so far as any argument is advanced in 
support of the assertion that Paul’s expression implies something 
more than the private conference, it is based upon the reference 
intended in the words dvtOtfit]v a tiroes'. When Paul says he went 
up to Jerusalem and communicated “ to them ” his Gospel, but 
privately toh  Sokovo-iv, whom does he mean to indicate by the 
airrois ? Does he refer to the Christian community of Jerusalem, 
or to the Apostles themselves P It is pretty generally admitted 
that either application is permissible; but whilst a majority of 
apologetic, together with some independent, critics adopt the 
former, not a few consider, as Chrysostom, (Ecumenius, and 
Calvin did before them, that Paul more probably referred to the 
Apostles. In favour of the former there is the fact, it is argued, 
that the avrols is used immediately after the statement that the 
Apostle went up “ to Jerusalem,” and that it may be more natural 
to conclude that he speaks of the Christians there, more especially 
as he seems to distinguish between the communication made aiVois- 
and k u t ’ IStav rots' S o k o iV iv  and, in support of this, “ they ” 
in Gal. i. 23, 24, is, though we think without propriety, referred to. 
It is, on the other hand, urged that it is very unlikely that the 
Apostle would in such a way communicate his Gospel to the whole 
community, and that in the expressions used he indicates no 
special transaction, but that the dvtOifn/v avroU  is merely an indefinite 
statement for which he immediately substitutes the more precise 
k c i t ’ tSlav Si r o i s  S o K o iV iv .3 It is quite certain that there is no

1 Meyer argues, not without force, that if I’aul had not try * a f iSiar St in
tended lo distinguish a different communication, he must have said : d*(Otprjr 
airrois, re . t . X . ,  d v c t U S t  rots  Son. omitting the distinguishing k c i t *  iSlar 
(Br. an die Gal., p. 62, mini.).

2 An able and impartial critic, Reuss, attempts to reconcile the two accounts 
by arguing that such a question could not possibly have been laid before and 
decided by the whole community. He, therefore, supposes that private con
ferences took place. This “ reconciliation,” however, is excluded by the 
account in Acts, which so distinctly represents a large public congress, and it 
by no means lessens the fundamental discrepancy of the narratives (cf. Reuss, 
N . A’er. do Thiol., 1858, ii. 334 f., 1859, iii., p. 62 (.).
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mention of the Christian community of Jerusalem to which the 
iivruh can with any real grammatical necessity be referred ; but 
when the whole purport of the first part of the Apostle’s letter is 
considered the reference to the Apostles in the ai’irofs becomes 
clearer. Paul is protesting the independence of his Gospel, and 
that he did not receive it from man, but from Jesus Christ. He 
wishes to show that he was not taught by the Apostles nor 
dependent upon them. He states that after his conversion he did 
no^go to those who were Apostles before him, but, on the contrary, 
went away to Arabia, and only three years after he went up to 
Jerusalem, and then only for the purpose of making the acquaint
ance of Peter, and on that occasion other of the Apostles saw he 
none save James the Lord’s brother. After fourteen years, he 
continues to recount, he again went up to Jerusalem, but accord
ing to revelation, and communicated to them—i.e., to the Apostles— 
the Gospel which he preached among the Gentiles. The Apostles 
have been in the writer’s mind throughout, but in the impetuous 
flow of his ideas, which, in the first two chapters of this Epistle, 
outrun the pen, the sentences become involved. It must be 
admitted, finally, that the reference intended is a matter of opinion, 
and cannot be authoritatively settled. If we suppose it to refer to 
the community of Jerusalem, taking thus the more favourable 
construction, how would this affect the question ? Can it be 
maintained that in this casual and indefinite “ to them ” we have 
any confirmation of the general congress of the Acts, with its 
debates, its solemn settlement of that momentous proposition 
regarding the Gentile Christians, and its important decree? It is 
impossibleto credit that, in saying that he “ communicated to them ” 
the Gospel which he preached amongst the Gentiles, the Apostle 
referred to a Council like that described in the Acts, to which, as 
a delegate from the Church of Antioch, he submitted the question 
of the conditions upon which the Gentiles were to be admitted 
into the Church, and tacitly accepted their decision. Even if it 
be assumed that the Apostle makes this slight passing allusion to 
some meeting different from his conference with the pillar Apostles, 
it could not have been a general congress assembled for the pur
pose stated in the Acts and characterised by such proceedings. 
The discrepancy between the two narratives is not lessened by any 
supposed indication either in the Epistle or in the Acts of other 
incidents than those actually described. The suggestion that the 
dispute about Titus involved some publicity does not avail, for the 
greater the publicity and importance of the episode the greater 
the difficulty of explaining the total silence regarding it of the 
author of Acts. The more closely the two statements are com
pared the more apparent does it become that the author describes 
proceedings which are totally different in general character, in

2Z
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details and in spirit, from those so vividly sketched by the Apostle 
Paul.

We shall have more to say presently regarding the irreconcilable 
contradiction in spirit between the whole account which is given in 
the Acts of this Council and the writings of Paul; but it may be 
more convenient, if less effective, if we, for the present, take the 
chief points in the narrative as they arise and consider how far 
they are supported or discredited by other data. We shall refer 
later to the manner in which the question which leads to the 
Council is represented as arising, and at once proceed to the 
speech of Peter. After there had been much disputation as to 
whether the Gentile Christians must necessarily be circumcised 
and required to observe the Mosaic law, it is stated that Peter 
rose up and said : xv. 7., “ Men (and) brethren, ye know that a 
good while ago God made choice among you that the Gentiles by 
my mouth should hear the word of the Gospel and believe. 8. 
And God which knoweth the hearts bare them witness, giving 
them the Holy Spirit even as unto u s ; 9. and put no distinction 
between us and them, having purified their hearts by the faith. 
10. Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the 
neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear? 11. Put by the graai of our Lord Jesus we believe we 
arc saved even as also they.’* The liberality of the sentiments 
thus put into the mouth of Peter requires no demonstration, and 
there is here an explicit expression of convictions, which we must, 
from his own words, consider to be the permanent and mature 
views of the Apostle, dating, as they do, “ from ancient days ” 
(«<£’ iiiuptov apxaiiav) and originating in so striking and supernatural 
a manner. We may, therefore, expect that, whenever we meet 
with an authentic record of Peter’s opinions and conduct else
where, they should exhibit the impress of such advanced and 
divinely-imparted views. The statement which Peter makes, that 
God had a good while before selected him that the Gentiles by his 
voice should hear the Gospel, is, of course, a reference to the case 
of Cornelius, and this unites the fortunes of the speech and pro
ceedings of the Council with that episode. We have seen how 
little ground there is for considering that narrative, with its 
elaborate tissue of miracles, historical. The speech which adopts 
it is thus discredited, and all other circumstances confirm the 
conclusion that the speech is not authentic. If the name of Peter 
were erased and that of Paul substituted, the sentiments expressed 
would be singularly appropriate. We should have the divinely- 
appointed Apostle of the Gentiles advocating complete immunity 
from the Mosaic law, and enunciating Pauline principles in

■ Acts. xv. 7-11.
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peculiarly Pauline terms. When Peter declares that “ God put no 
distinction between us (Jews) and them (Gentiles), purifying their 
hearts by faith,1 but by the grace (x<ty«s) of our Lord Jesus 
Christ we believe we are saved even as also they,” do we not hear 
Paul’s sentiments, so elaborately expressed in the Epistle to the 
Romans and elsewhere ? “ For there is no difference between Jew 
and Greek; for the same Lord of all is rich unto all that call upon 
him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved”2....... “ justified freely by his grace (x<V“s) through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”3 And when Peter exclaims, 
“ Why tempt ye God to put a yoke (fvyos) upon the neck of the 
disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear ?” have 
we not rather a paraphrase of the words in the Epistle to the 
Galatians ? “ With liberty Christ made us free ; stand fast, there
fore, and be not entangled again in a yoke (£17os) of bondage. 
Behold, I Paul say unto you that, if ye be circumcised, Christ will 
profit you nothing. But I testify again to every man who is
circumcised that he is a debtor to do the whole law*.......For as
many as are of works of law are under a curse,” etc.5 These are 
only a few sentences of which the speech in Acts is an echo, but 
no attentive reader can fail to perceive that it contains in germ the 
whole of Pauline universalism.

From the Pauline author of the Acts this might fairly be ex
pected, and, if we linguistically examine the speech, we have 
additional evidence that it is simply, like others which we have 
considered, a composition from his own pen.6 It cannot be 
doubted that the language is that of the author of the Acts, and 
no serious attempt has ever been made to show that it is the 
language of Peter. If it be asserted that, in the form before us, it 
is a translation, there is not the slightest evidence to support the 
assertion ; and it has to contend with the unfortunate circumstance 
that, in the supposed process, the words of Peter have not only 
become the words of the author, but his thoughts the thoughts of 
Paul.

We may now inquire whether we find in authentic records of 
the Apostle Peter's conduct and views any confirmation of the 
liberality which is attributed to him in the Acts. He is here 
represented as proposing the emancipation of Gentile converts 
from the Mosaic law : does this accord with the statements of the

1 Cf. Rom. iv. 13.
2 Rom. x. 12, 13 ; cf. Gal. iii. 26 f. : “ For ye are all sons of God through

faith in Christ Jesus ;.......There is neither Jew nor Greek ;........for ye are all one
man in Christ Jesus.”

5 Rom. iii. 24. 4 Gal. v. 1-3. 5 lb ., iii. to.
6 The linguistic analysis will be found in the complete edition, vol. iii., 

pp. 239-241.
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Apostle Paul and with such information as we can elsewhere 
gather regarding Peter ? Very much the contrary.

Peter in this speech claims that, long before, God had selected 
him to make known the Gospel to the Gentiles, but Paul emphati
cally distinguishes him as the Apostle of the Circumcision; and 
although, accepting facts which had actually taken place and could 
not be prevented, Peter with James and John gave Paul right 
hands of fellowship, he remained, as he had been before, Apostle 
of the Circumcision,' and, as we shall see, did not practise the 
liberality which he is said to have preached. Very shortly after 
the Council described in the Acts, there occurred the celebrated 
dispute between him and Paul which the latter proceeds to 
describe immediately after the visit to Jerusalem : “ But when 
Cephas came to Antioch,” he writes, “ I withstood him to the face, 
for he was condemned. For before certain came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentiles ; but when they came, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing those of the Circumcision. And the 
other Jews also joined in his hypocrisy, insomuch that even 
Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. But when I saw 
that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the Gospel, 
I said unto Cephas before a ll: If thou being a Jew livest ((ys) 
after the manner of Gentiles and not after the manner of Jews, 
how compellest («vay*<££«$) thou the Gentiles to adopt the 
customs of the Jews ? (lovSai(tiv) ”a

It is necessary to say a few words as to the significance of Peter’s 
conduct and of Paul’s rebuke, regarding which there is some 
difference of opinion.3 Are we to understand from this that Peter, 
as a general rule, at Antioch and elsewhere, with enlightened 
emancipation from Jewish prejudices, lived as a Gentile and in full 
communion with Gentile Christians ?•* Meyers and others argue 
that, by the use of the present the Apostle indicates a con
tinuous practice based upon principle, and that the {fjv is not 
the mere moral life, but includes the external social observances of 
Christian community; the object, in fact, being to show that upon 
principle Peter held the advanced liberal views of Paul, and that 
the fault which he committed in withdrawing from free intercourse 
with the Gentile Christians was momentary, and merely the result 
of “ occasional timidity and weakness.” This theory cannot bear

' Gal. ii. 7 f. a //>., ii. 11-14.
3 Cf. Lightfoot, St. Pout's Ep. to the Gal., 338.
4 Hilgenfeld argues that in speaking of “  eating with them ” Paul refers to 

the Agape, the meals of the Christians which had a religious significance. 
Although this is well worthy of consideration, it is not necessary for us here to 
go into the question (cf. Galaterbrief, p. cq f. : Zeitschr. wiss. Tk., 1858,
p. 87 f.)-

3 Br. an die Gal., 98 f.
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the test of examination. The account of Paul is clearly this : 
when Cephas came to Antioch, the stronghold of Gentile Chris
tianity, before certain men came from James, he ate with the Gentiles, 
but as soon as these emissaries arrived he withdrew, “ fearing those 
of the circumcision.” Had his normal custom been to live like 
the Gentiles, how is it possible that he could, on this occasion 
only, have feared those of the circumcision ? His practice must 
have been notorious; and had he, moreover, actually expressed 
such opinions in the congress of Jerusalem, his confession of faith 
having been so publicly made, and so unanimously approved by 
the Church, there could not have been any conceivable cause for 
such timidity. The fact evidently is, on the contrary, that Peter, 
under the influence of Paul, was induced for the time to hold free 
communion with the Gentile Christians; but as soon as the 
emissaries of James ap|>eared on the scene he became alarmed at 
this departure from his principles, and fell back again into his 
normal practice. If the present (ys be taken to indicate con
tinuous habit of life, the present dvayicaftis very much more than 
neutralises it. Paul with his usual uncompromising frankness 
rebukes the vacillation of Peter ; by adopting even for a time 
fellowship with the Gentiles, Peter has practically recognised its 
validity, has been guilty of hypocrisy in withdrawing from his con
cession on the arrival of the followers of James, and is condemned; 
but after such a concession he cannot legitimately demand that 
Gentile converts should “ judaise.” It is obvious that whilst Peter 
lived as a Gentile he could not have been compelling the Gentiles 
to adopt Judaism. Paul, therefore, in saying, “ Why compellest 
thou (dvayKaftis) the Gentiles to adopt the customs of the 
Jews ? (lovSat(tLv),” very distinctly intimates that the normal 
practice of Peter was to compel Gentile Christians to adopt 
Judaism. There is no escaping this conclusion, for, after all 
specious reasoning to the contrary is exhausted, there remains the 
simple fact that Peter, when placed in a dilemma on the arrival of 
the emissaries of James, and forced to decide whether he will 
continue to live as a Gentile or as a Jew, adopts the latter alterna
tive, and, as Paul tells us, “ compels ” (in the present) the Gentiles 
to judaise. A stronger indication of his views could scarcely have 
been given. Not a word is said which implies that Peter yielded 
to the vehement protests of Paul, but, on the contrary, we must un
doubtedly conclude that he did not; for it is impossible to suppose 
that Paul would not have stated a fact so pertinent to his argu
ment, had the elder Apostle been induced by his remonstrance to 
walk uprightly according to the truth of the Gospel which Paul 
preached, and both to teach and practise Christian universalism. 
We shall have abundant reason, apart from this, to conclude that 
Peter did not yield, and it is no false indication of this that, a
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century after, we find the Clementine Homilies expressing the 
bitterness of the Petrine party against the Apostle of the Gentiles 
for this very rebuke, and representing Peter as following his 
course from city to city for the purpose of refuting Paul’s unortho- 
dox# teaching.

It is contended that Peter’s conduct at Antioch is in harmony 
with his denial of his master related in the Gospels, and, therefore, 
that such momentary and characteristic weakness might well have 
been displayed even after his adoption of liberal principles. 
Those who argue in this way forget that the denial of Jesus, as 
described in the Gospels, proceeded from the fear of death, and 
that such a reply to a merely compromising question, which did 
not directly involve principles, is a very different thing from 
conduct like that at Antioch, where, under one influence, a line 
of action was temporarily adopted which ratified views upon which 
the opinion of the Church was divided, and then abandoned 
merely from fear of the disapproval of those of the circumcision. 
The author of the Acts passes over this altercation in complete 
silence. No one has ever called in question the authenticity of 
the account which Paul gives of it. If Peter had the courage to 
make such a speech at the Council in the very capital of Judaic 
Christianity, and in the presence of James and the whole Church, 
how could he possibly, from fear of a few men from Jerusalem, 
have shown such pusillanimity in Antioch, where Paul and the 
mass of Christians supported him ? If the unanimous decision of 
the Council had really been a fact, how easily he might have 
silenced any objections by an appeal to that which had “ seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit ” and to the Church ! But there is not 
the slightest knowledge of the Council and its decree betrayed 
either by those who came from James, or by Peter, or PauL 
The episode at Antioch is inconsistent with the conduct and 
words ascribed to Peter in the Acts, and contradicts the narrative 
in the fifteenth chapter which we are examining.

The author of the Acts states that, after Peter had spoken, “ all 
the multitude kept silence and were hearing Barnabas and Paul 
declaring what signs and wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles by them.”' We shall not at present pause to consider 
this statement, nor the rdle which Paul is made to play in the 
whole transaction, beyond pointing out that, on an occasion when 
such a subject as the circumcision of the Gentiles and their 
subjection to the Mosaic law was being discussed, nothing could 
be more opposed to nature than to suppose that a man like the 
author of the Epistle to the Galatians could have assumed so 
passive and subordinate an attitude. After Barnabas and Paul

* XV. 12.
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had spoken, James is represented as saying: “ Men(and) brethren, 
hear me. Simeon declared how God at first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for his name. And with this agree 
the words of the prophets ; as it is written : ‘ After this I will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of David which has 
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and will 
set it u p : that the residue of men may seek after the Lord, and 
all the Gentiles, upon whom my name has been called, saith the 
Lord who doeth these things, known from the beginning.’ Where
fore, I judge that we trouble not those from among the Gentiles 
who are turning to God ; but that we write unto them that they 
abstain from the pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and 
from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses from genera
tions of old hath in every city those who preach him, being read 
in the synagogues every Sabbath.”1 There are many reasons for 
which this speech also must be pronounced inauthentic. It may 
be observed, in passing, that James completely disregards the 
statement which Barnabas and Paul are supposed to make as to 
what God had wrought by them among the Gentiles; and, 
ignoring their intervention, he directly refers to the preceding 
speech of Peter claiming to have first been selected to convert 
the Gentiles. We shall reserve discussion of the conditions which 
James proposes to impose upon Gentile Christians till we come to 
the apostolic decree which embodies them.

The precise signification of the sentence with which (verse 21) 
he concludes has been much debated, but need not detain us 
long. Whatever may be said of the liberal part of the speech, it 
is obvious that the author has been more true to the spirit of the 
time in conceiving this and other portions of it than in composing 
the speech of Peter. The continued observance of the Mosaic 
ritual, and the identity of the synagogue with the Christian Church, 
are correctly indicated; and when James is again represented 
(xxi. 20 f.) as advising Paul to join those who had a vow, in order 
to prove that he himself walked orderly and was an observer of 
the law, and did not teach the Jews to apostatise from Moses and 
abandon the rite of circumcision, he is consistent in his portrait. 
It is nevertheless clear that, however we may read the restrictions 
which James proposes to impose upon Gentile Christians, the 
author of Acts intends them to be considered as a most liberal 
and almost complete concession of immunity. “ I judge,” he 
makes James say, “ that we trouble not those from among the 
Gentiles who are turning to God”; and again, on the second 
occasion of which we have just been speaking, in referring to the 
decree, a contrast is drawn between the Christian Jews, from

1 Acts xv. 13-20.
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whom observance of the law is demanded, and the Gentiles, who 
are only expected to follow the prescriptions of the decree.

James is represented as supporting the statement of Peter how 
God visited the Gentiles by “ the words of the Prophets,” quoting 
a passage from Amos ix. i i , 12. It is difficult to see how the 
words, even as quoted, apply to the case at a l l; but this is 
immaterial. Loose reasoning can certainly not be taken as a mark 
of inauthenticity. It is much more to the point that James, 
addressing an assemby of Apostles and elders in Jerusalem, quotes 
the prophet Amos freely from the Septuagint version,1 which differs 
widely in the latter and more important part from the Hebrew 
text. The passage in the Hebrew reads: ix. 11. “ In that day 
will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up 
the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build 
it as in the days of old, 12. that they may possess the remnant of 
Edom, and of all the heathen upon whom my name is called, 
saith the Lord that doeth this.” The authors of the Septuagint 
version altered the twelfth verse into : “ That the residue o f men 
may seek after the Lord and all the Gentiles upon whom my name 
is called, saith the Lord who doeth these things." It is perfectly 
clear that the prophet does not, in the original, say what James is 
here represented as stating, and that his own words refer to the 
national triumph of Israel, and not to the conversion of the 
Gentiles. Amos, in fact, prophesies that the Lord will restore the 
former power and glory of Israel, and that the remnant of Edom 
and the other nations of the theocracy shall be re-united, as they 
were under David. No one questions the fact that the original 
prophecy is altered. The question as to whether James or the 
author of the Acts is responsible for the adoption of the Septuagint 
version is felt to be a serious problem. Some critics affirm that in 
all probability James must have spoken in Aramaic; whilst others 
maintain that he delivered this address in Greek. In the one case, 
it is supposed that he quoted the original Hebrew, and that the 
author of the Acts, or the document from which he derived his 
report, may have used the Septuagint; and in the other, it is 
suggested that the LXX. may have had another and more correct 
reading before them, for it is supposed impossible that James 
himself could have quoted a version which was actually different 
from the original Hebrew. These and many other similar explana
tions, into which we need not go, do little to remove the difficulty 
presented by the fact itself. To suppose that our Hebrew texts 
are erroneous in order to justify the speech is a proceeding which

1 “ St. James and St. Luke adopt that version as not contrary to the mind of 
the Spirit, and indeed as expressing that mind,” etc. (Wordsworth, Gt. Test.,
The Aits, p. 11 j).

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



SPEECH OF JAMES COMPOSED BY AUTHOR OF ACTS 713

does not require remark. It will be remembered that in the Acts 
the Septuagint is always employed in quotations from the Old 
Testament, and that this is by no means the only place in which 
that version is used when it departs' from the original. It is 
difficult to conceive that any intelligent Jew could have quoted the 
Hebrew of this passage to support a proposal to free Gentile 
Christians from the necessity of circumcision and the observance 
of the Mosaic Law. It is equally difficult to suppose that James, 
a bigoted leader of the Judaistic party and the head of the Church 
at Jerusalem, could have quoted the Septuagint version of the 
Holy Scriptures, differing from the Hebrew, to such an assembly. 
It is useless to examine here the attempts to make the passage 
quoted a correct interpretation of the prophet’s meaning, or 
seriously to consider the proposition that this alteration of a 
prophetic utterance is adopted as better expressing “ the mind of 
the Spirit.” If the original prophecy did not express that mind, it 
is rather late to amend the utterances of the prophets in the Acts of 
the Apostles.

Linguistic analysis' confirms the conclusion that the speech of 
James at the Council proceeds likewise from the pen of the 
general author, and the incomprehensible liberality of the senti
ments expressed, as well as the peculiarity of the quotation 
from Amos according to the Septuagint, thus receive at once 
their simple explanation.

If we now compare the account of James’s share in granting 
liberal conditions to Gentile Christians with the statements of 
Paul, we arrive at the same result. It is in consequence of 
the arrival of “ certain men from James ” (Ttvas diro ' l a K u i f t o v )  that 
Peter, through fear of them, withdrew from communion with the 
Gentiles. It will be remembered that the whole discussion is 
said to have arisen in Antioch originally from the Judaistic 
teaching of certain men who came “ from J udiea,” who are 
disowned in the apostolic letter.3 It is unfortunate, to say 
the least of it, that so many of those who systematically opposed 
the work of the Apostle Paul claimed to represent the views of 
James and the mother Church.3 The contradiction of the author 
of the Acts, with his object of conciliation, has but small weight

* The linguistic analysis will he found in the complete edition, vol. iii., 
pp. 252-254.

3 Acts xv. 24.
3 “ Of the Judaiscrs who are denounced in St. Paul's Epistles this much 

is certain, that they exalted the authority of the Apostles of the Circumcision ; 
and that, in some instances at least, as members of the mother Church, they 
had direct relations with James, the Lord’s brother. But when we attempt to 
define those relations we are lost in a maze of conjecture” (Lightfoot, Kp. to 
the Gal., p. 353).
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before the statements of Paul and the whole voice of tradition. 
At any rate, almost immediately after the so-called Apostolic 
Council, with its decree adopted mainly at the instigation of 
James, his emissaries caused the defection of Peter in Antioch 
and the rupture with Paul. It is generally admitted, in the face 
of the clear affirmation of Paul, that the men in question must in 
all probability have been actually sent by James. It is obvious 
that, to justify the fear of so leading an apostle as Peter, not 
only must they have been thus deputed, but must have been 
influential men, representing authoritative and prevalent Judaistic 
opinions. We shall not attempt to divine the object of their 
mission, but we may say that it is impossible to separate them 
from the Judaistic teachers who urged circumcision upon the 
Galatian Christians and opposed the authority of the Apostle 
Paul. Not pursuing this further at present, however, it is obvious 
that the effect produced by these emissaries is quite incompatible 
with the narrative that, so short a time before, James and the 
Church of Jerusalem had unanimously promulgated conditions, 
under which the Gentile Christians were freely admitted into 
communion, and which fully justified Peter in eating with them. 
The incident at Antioch, as connected with James as well as with 
Peter, excludes the supposition that the account of the Council 
contained in the Acts can be considered historical.

The Apostolic letter embodying the decree of the Council now 
demands our attention. It seemed good to the Apostles and the 
elders with the whole Church to choose two leading men among 
the brethren, and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, 
and they wrote by them (xv. 23): “ The Apostles and brethren 
which are elders unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in 
Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greeting. 24. Forasmuch as we 
heard that certain which went out from us troubled you with words, 
subverting your souls, to whom we gave no commandment, 25. it 
seemed good unto us, having become of one mind, to choose 
out and send men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, 26. men that have given up their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 27. We have, therefore, sent Judas and 
Silas, who shall also tell you the same things by word of mouth. 
28. For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: 29. 
that ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornication : from which if ye 
keep yourselves ye shall do well. Fare ye well.” It is argued that 
the simplicity of this composition, its brevity and the absence of 
hierarchical tendency, prove the authenticity .and the originality of 
the epistle. Nothing, however, could be more arbitrary than to 
assert that the author of the Acts, composing a letter supposed to
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be written under the circumstances, would have written one 
different from this. We shall, on the contrary, see good reason 
for affirming that he actually did compose it, and that it bears 
the obvious impress of his style. Besides, Zeller1 has pointed out 
that, in a document affirmed to be so removed from all calculation 
or object, verse 26 could hardly have found a place. The refer
ence to “ our beloved ” Barnabas and Paul, as “ men that have 
given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” is 
scarcely consistent with the primitive brevity and simplicity which 
are made the basis of such an argument.

In the absence of better evidence, Apologists grasp at extremely 
slight indications of authenticity, and of this nature seems to us 
the mark of genuineness which Bleek and others2 consider that 
they find in the fact that the name of Barnabas is placed before 
that of Paul in this document. It is maintained that, from the 
13th chapter, the author begins to give the precedence to 
Paul, but that, in reverting to the former order, the synodal letter 
gives evidence both of its antiquity and genuineness. If any 
weight could be attached to such an indication, it is unfortunate 
for this argument that the facts are not as stated, for the order 
“ Barnabas and Paul ” occurs at xiv. 12 and 14, and even in the 
very account of the Council at xv. 12. The two names are men
tioned together in the Acts sixteen times, Barnabas being named 
first eight times (xi. 30, xii. 25, xiii. 1, 2, 7, xiv. 12, 14, xv. 12), 
and Paul as frequently (xiii. 43, 46, 50, xv. 2 twice, 22, 25, 35). 
Apologists like Lekebusch3 and OerteP reject Bleek’s argument. 
The greeting xa P̂{lv> with which the letter opens, and which, 
amongst the Epistles of the New Testament, is only found in that 
bearing the name of James (i. 1), is said to be an indication that 
the letter of the Council was written by James himself. Before 
such an argument could avail, it would be necessary, though 
difficult, to prove the authenticity of the Epistle of James, but we 
need not enter upon such a question. xa P̂( lv 's the ordinary 
Greek form of greeting in all epistles,s and the author of Acts, who 
writes purer Greek than any other writer in our Canon, naturally 
adopts it. Not only does he do so here, but he makes use 
of the same xa‘P(lv >n the letter of the chief captain Lysias 
(xxiii. 26),6 which also evidently proceeds from his hand. More-

1 Aposte/gesch., 246 f.
2 Bleek, E inl., p. 349; Baumgarlen, Apg. , p. 470 f. ; Ewald, Gf.uA. V. 

Isr., vi., p. 440, anm .; Gloag, Acts. ii., p. 89 f . ; Lange, Das up. 7. . , ii., p. 189 ; 
Meyer, Apg., p. 345 f.

3 Die Apos/elgesi A., p. 316. 4 Paulas in D. Apcslelgcsch., 1868, p. 227.
5 Wetstcin quotes Arlemidorus (Oncir., iii. 44): ISior irdtrjjs im<rTo\ijs t6 

\a lfx iv  sal IppoQO \t~yriv (A d  A d .  A  post.. xv. 2).
6 This letter terminates, v. 30, with the usual according to the

Cod. Sinaiticus, E , G, and others ; A and B  omit it.
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over, the word is used as a greeting in Luke i. 28, and not un- 
frequently elsewhere in the New Testament, as Matt. xxvi. 49, 
xxvii. 29, xxviii. 9, Mark xv. 18, John xix. 3, 2 John 10, 11. 
Lekebusch,1 Meyer,2 and Oertel5 reject the argument, and we may 
add that, if \ a ip a v  prove anything, it proves that the author of 
Acts, who uses the word in the letter of Lysias, also wrote the 
synodal letter.

In what language must we suppose that the Epistle was origi
nally written? Oertel maintains an Aramaic original,4 but the 
greater number of writers consider that the original language was 
Greek. It cannot be denied that the composition, as it stands, 
contains many of the peculiarities of style of the author of 
A cts; and these are, indeed, so marked that even Apologists like 
Lekebusch and Oertel, whilst maintaining the substantial authen
ticity of the Epistle, admit that at least its actual form must be 
ascribed to the general author. The originality of the form being 
abandoned, it is difficult to perceive any ground for asserting the 
originality and genuineness of the substance. That assertion rests 
solely upon a vague traditional confidence in the author of Acts, 
which is shown to be without any solid foundation. The form of 
this Epistle clearly professes to be as genuine as the substance, 
and if the original language was Greek, there is absolutely no 
reason why the original letter should have been altered. The 
similarity of the construction to that of the prologue to the third 
Gospel, in which the personal style of the writer may be supposed 
to have been most unreservedly shown, has long been admitted:—

Lukk. 1. Acts xv.
I. rep iroMoi eVt^<Ipyjaav 24. ercidfj TjKovaafJter 5t i  n r it

avard^aafftu. . . . . .  j fTCLfyâ av. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3. f8o£e icaVot, TappKoXovOpK&TL 25. /botjv rpiiv ytroniron  dfj-O&v- 

ircuriv dupifius, pad dr,
*a0t£ijs ctoi 7pdy>o 1. | avdpas icip.^ai.

A more detailed linguistic examination of the Epistle, however, 
confirms the conclusion already stated.5

Turning now from the letter to the spirit of this decree, we 
must endeavour to form some idea of its purport and bearing. 
The first point which should be made clear is, that the question 
raised before the Council solely affected the Gentile converts, and 
that the conditions contained in the decree were imposed upon 
that branch of the Church alone. No change whatever in the

■ Aposte/g., p. 316. 2 Apostelg. , p. 345.
1 Paul. in rt. . p. 227; comp. Rciche, Comm, in Ep. Jac., 1833, p. 1.
4 lb ., p. 227 f. ; cf. Grotius, Anno/, in N. T. ad Act. Ap., xv. 23, who 

lakes xaLpciv lo be the rendering of the Hebrew salutation of Peace.
5 The linguistic analysis will be found in the complete edition, vol. iii., p. 260 f.
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position of Jewish Christians was contemplated; they were left 
as before, subject to the Mosaic law. This is very apparent in the 
reference which is made long after to the decree, ch. xxi. 20 f., 25, 
when the desire is expressed to Paul by James, who proposed the 
decree, and the elders of Jerusalem, that he should prove to the 
many thousands of believing Jews, all zealous of the law, that he 
did not teach the Jews who were among the Gentiles apostasy 
from Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their 
children, neither to walk after the customs. Paul, who is likewise 
represented in the Acts as circumcising with his own hand, after 
the decision of the Council had been adopted, Timothy the son 
of a Greek, whose mother was a Jewess, consents to give the Jews 
of Jerusalem the required proof. We have already shown, at the 
commencement of this section, that nothing was further from the 
minds of the Jewish Christians than the supposition that the 
obligation to observe the Mosaic law was weakened by the 
adoption of Christianity; and the representation in the Acts is 
certainly so far correct that it does not pretend that Jewish 
Christians either desired or sanctioned any relaxation of Mosaic 
observances on the part of believing Jews. This cannot be too 
distinctly remembered in considering the history of primitive 
Christianity. The initiatory rite was essential to full participation 
in the Covenant. It was left for Paul to preach the abrogation of 
the law and the abandonment of circumcision. If the speech of 
Peter seems to suggest the abrogation of the law even for Jews, 
it is only in a way which shows that the author had no clear 
historical fact to relate, and merely desired to ascribe, vaguely 
and indefinitely, Pauline sentiments to the Apostle of the 
circumcision. No remark is made upon these strangely liberal 
expressions of Peter, and neither the proposition of James nor 
the speech in which he states it takes the slightest notice of them. 
The conduct of Peter at Antioch and the influence exercised by 
James through his emissaries restore us to historical ground. 
Whether the author intended to represent that the object of the 
conditions of the decree was to admit the Gentile Christians to 
full communion with the Jewish, or merely to the subordinate 
position of Proselytes of the Gate, is uncertain, but it is not 
necessary to discuss the point.

There is not the slightest external evidence that such a decree 
ever existed, and the more closely the details are examined the 
more evident does it become that it has no historical consistency. 
How, and upon what principle, were these singular conditions 
selected? Their heterogeneous character is at once apparent, 
but not so the reason for a combination which is neither limited 
to Jewish customs nor sufficiently representative of moral duties. 
It has been argued, on the one hand, that the prohibitions of the
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a]K)stolic decree are simply those, reduced to a necessary minimum, 
which were enforced in the case of heathen converts to Judaism, 
who did not join themselves fully to the people of the Covenant 
by submitting to circumcision, but were admitted to imperfect 
communion as Proselytes of the Gate. The conditions named, 
however, do not fully represent the rules framed for such cases, 
and many critics consider that the conditions imposed, although 
they may have been influenced by the Noachian prescriptions, 
were rather moral duties which it was, from special circumstances, 
thought expedient to specify. We shall presently refer to some 
of these conditions; but bearing in mind the views which were 
dominant amongst primitive Christians, and more especially, as is 
obvious, amongst the Christians of Jerusalem, where this decree is 
supposed to have been unanimously adopted—bearing in mind the 
teaching which is said to have led to the Council, th e episode at 
Antioch, and the systematic Judaistic opposition which retarded 
the work of Paul and subsequently affected his reputation, it may 
be instructive to point out not only the vagueness which exists as 
to the position which it was intended that the Gentiles should 
acquire, as the effect of this decree, but also its singular and total 
inefficiency. An apologetic writer, having of course in his mind 
the fact that there is no trace of the operation of the decree, 
speaks of its conditions as follows : “ The miscellaneous character 
of these prohibitions showed that, taken as a whole, they had no 
binding force inde[>endently of the circumstances which dictated 
them. They were a temporary expedient framed to meet a 
temporary emergency. Their object was the avoidance of offence 
in mixed communities of Jew and Gentile converts. Beyond this 
recognised aim and general understanding implied therein, the 
limits of their application were not defined.”1 In fact, the 
immunity granted to the Gentiles was thus practically almost 
unconditional.

It is obvious that every consideration which represents the 
decree as more completely emancipating Gentile Christians 
from Mosaic obligations, and admitting them into free communion 
with believers amongst the Jews, places it in more emphatic con
tradiction to historical facts and the statements of the Apostle 
Paul. The unanimous adoption of such a measure in Jerusalem, 
on the one hand, and, on the other, the episode at Antioch, the 
fear of Peter, the silence of Paul, and the attitude of James, become 
perfectly inconceivable. If, on the contrary, the conditions were 
seriously imposed and really meant anything, a number of diffi
culties spring up of which we shall presently speak. That the 
prohibitions, in the opinion of the author of the Acts, constituted

1 Lightfoot, Ep. to the Gal., p. 296.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



PAUL’S ACCOUNT EXCLUDES THE DECREE 719

a positive and binding obligation can scarcely be doubted by any
one who considers the terms in which they are laid down. If they 
are represented as a concession, they are nevertheless recognised 
as a “ burden,” and they are distinctly stated to be the obligations 
which “ it seemed good to the Holy Spirit ” as well as to the 
Council to impose. The qualification, that the restrictive clauses 
had no binding force “ independently of the circumstances which 
dictated them,” in so far as it has any meaning beyond the un
necessary declaration that the decree was only applicable to the 
class for whom it was framed, seems to be inadmissible. The 
circumstance which dictated the decree was the counter-teaching 
of Jewish Christians, that it was necessary that the Gentile con
verts should be circumcised and keep the law of Moses. The 
restrictive clauses are simply represented as those which it was 
deemed right to impose ; and, as they are stated without qualifica
tion, it is holding the decision of the “ Holy Spirit ” and of the 
Church somewhat cheap to treat them as mere local and temporary 
expedients. This is evidently not the view of the author of the 
Acts. Would it have been the view of anyone else if it were not 
that, so far as any external trace of the decree is concerned, it is 
an absolute myth ? The prevalence of practices to which the four 
prohibitions point is quite sufficiently attested to show that, little 
as there is any ground for considering that such a decree was 
framed in such a manner, the restrictive clauses are put forth as 
necessary and permanently binding. The very doubt which exists 
as to whether the prohibitions were not intended to represent the 
conditions imposed on Proselytes of the Gate shows their close 
analogy to them, and it cannot be reasonably asserted that the 
early Christians regarded those conditions either as obsolete or 
indifferent. The decree is clearly intended to set forth the terms 
upon which Gentile Christians were to be admitted into com
munion, and undoubtedly is to be taken as applicable not merely 
to a few districts, but to the Gentiles in general.

The account which Paul gives of his visit not only ignores any 
such decree, but excludes it. In the first place, taking into 
account the Apostle’s character and the spirit of his Epistle, it is 
impossible to suppose that Paul had any intention of submitting, as 
to higher authority, the Gospel which he preached, for the judg
ment of the elder Apostles and of the Church of Jerusalem. 
Nothing short of this is involved in the account in the Acts, and 
in the form of the decree which promulgates, in an authoritative 
manner, restrictive clauses which “ seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit ” and to the Council. The temper of the man is well shown 
in Paul’s indignant letter to the Galatians. He receives his 
Gospel, not from men, but by direct revelation from Jesus Christ; 
and so far is he from submission of the kind implied that he
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says : “ But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach 
unto you any Gosjtel other than that which we preached to you, 
let him be accursed. As we have said before, so say I now again: 
If any man preach any Gospel to you other than that ye received, 
let him be accursed.”1 That the Apostle here refers to his own 
peculiar teaching, and does so in contradistinction to the Gospel 
preached by the Judaisers, is evident from the preceding words: 
“ I marvel that ye are so soon removing from him that called you 
in the grace of Christ unto a different Gospel; which is not 
another, only there are some that trouble you, and desire to 
pervert the Gospel of Christ.”2 Passing from this, however, to the 
restrictive clauses in general, how is it possible that Paul could 
state, as the result of his visit, that the “ pillar ” Apostles “ com
municated nothing ” after hearing'his Gospel, if the four conditions 
of this decree had thus been authoritatively “ communicated ” ? 
On the contrary, Paul distinctly adds that, in acknowledging his 
mission, but one condition had been attached: “ Only that we 
should remember the poor; which very thing I also was forward 
to do.” As one condition is here mentioned, why not the others, 
had any been actually imposed? It is argued that the remem
brance of the poor of Jerusalem which is thus inculcated was a 
recommendation personally made to Paul and Barnabas ; but it is 
clear that the Apostle’s words refer to the result of his communi
cation of his Gospel, and to the understanding under which his 
mission to the Gentiles was tolerated.

We have already pointed out how extraordinary it is that such a 
decision of the Council should not have been referred to in 
describing his visit, and the more we go into details the more 
striking and inexplicable, except in one way, is such silence. In 
relating the struggle regarding the circumcision of Titus, for 
instance, and stating that he did not yield, no, not for an hour, to 
the demands made on the subject, is it conceivable that, if the 
exemption of all Gentile Christians from the initiatory rite had 
been unanimously conceded, Paul would not have added to his 
statement about Titus, that not only he himself had not been com
pelled to give way in this instance, but that his representations had 
even convinced those who had been Apostles before him, and 
secured the unanimous adoption of his own views on the point? 
The whole of this Epistle is a vehement and intensely earnest 
denunciation of those Judaisers who were pressing the necessity of 
the initiatory rite upon the Galatian converts.3 Is it possible that

* Gal. i. 8, 9. 2 lb ., i. 6, 7.
3 “ Turning from Antioch to Galatia, we meet with Judaic teachers who urged 

circumcision on the Gentile converts, and, as the best means of weakening the 
authority of St. Paul, asserted for the Apostles of the Circumcision the exclu
sive right of dictating to the Church” (Lightfoot, Ep. to the Gal., p. 353).
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the Apostle could have left totally unmentioned the fact that the 
Apostles and the very Church of Jerusalem had actually declared 
circumcision to be unnecessary? It would not have accorded 
with Paul’s character, it is said, to have appealed to the authority 
of the elder Apostles or of the Church in a matter in which his 
own apostolic authority and teaching were in question. In that 
case, how can it be supposed that he ever went at all up to 
Jerusalem to the Apostles and elders about this question ? If he 
was not too proud to lay aside his apostolic dignity and, represent
ing the Christians of Antioch, to submit the case to the Council at 
Jerusalem, and subsequently to deliver its decree to various com
munities, is it consistent with reason or common sense to assert 
that he was too proud to recall the decision of that Council to the 
Christians of Galatia ? It must, we think, be obvious that, if such 
an explanation of Paul’s total silence as to the decree be at all 
valid, it is absolutely fatal to the account of Paul’s visit in the 
Acts. This reasoning is not confined to the Epistle to the 
Galatians, but, as Paley points out, applies to the other Epistles of 
Paul, in all of which the same silence is preserved.

Moreover, the apologetic explanation altogether fails upon other 
grounds. Without appealing to the decree as an authority, we 
must feel sure that the Apostle would at least have made use of it 
as a logical refutation of his adversaries. The man who did not 
hesitate to attack Peter openly for inconsistency, and charge him 
with hypocrisy, would not have hesitated to cite the decree as 
evidence, and still less to fling it in the faces of those Judaisers 
who, so short a time after that decree is supposed to have been 
promulgated, preached the necessity of circumcision and Mosaic 
observances in direct opposition to its terms, whilst claiming to 
represent the views of the very Apostles and Church which had 
framed it. Paul, who never denies the validity of their claim, 
would most certainly have taunted them with gross inconsistency 
and retorted that the Church of Jerusalem, the Apostles, and the 
Judaisers who now troubled him and preached circumcision and 
the Mosaic law had, four or five years previously, declared, as the 
deliberate decision of the Holy Spirit and the Council, that they 
were no longer binding on the Gentile converts. By such a refer
ence “ the discussion would have been foreclosed.” None of the 
reasons which are suggested to explain the undeniable fact that 
there is no mention of the decree can really bear examination, and 
that fact remains supported by a great many powerful con
siderations, leading to the very simple explanation which 
reconciles all difficulties, that the narrative of the Acts is not 
authentic.

We arrive at the very same results when we examine the Apostle’s 
references to the practices which the conditions of the decree were

3A
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intended to control. Instead of recognising the authority of the 
decree or enforcing its prescriptions, he does not even allow us to 
infer its existence, and he teaches disregard at least of some of its 
restrictions. The decree enjoins the Gentile Christians to abstain 
from meats offered to idols. Paul tells the Corinthians to eat 
whatever meat is sold in the shambles without asking questions 
for conscience sake, for an idol is nothing in the world, “ neither 
if we eat are we the better, nor if we eat not are we the worse.”1 
It is not conceivable that the Apostle could so completely have 
ignored the prohibition of the decree if he had actually submitted 
the question to the Apostles, and himself so distinctly acquiesced 
in their decision as to distribute the document amongst the various 
communities whom he subsequently visited. To argue that the 
decree was only intended to have force in Antioch, and Syria, and 
Cilicia, to which, as the locality in which the difficulty had arisen 
which had originally led to the Council, the decree was, in the 
first instance, addressed, is highly arbitrary; but when, proceeding 
further, Apologists2 draw a distinction between those churches 
“ which had already been founded, and which had felt the pressure 
of Jewish prejudice (Acts xvi. 4),” and “ brotherhoods afterwards 
formed and lying beyond the reach of such influences,”as a reason 
why no notice of the decree is taken in the case of the Corinthians 
and Romans, the special pleading ignores very palpable facts. 
“ Jewish prejudices ” are represented in the Acts of the Apostles 
themselves as being more than usually strong in Corinth. There 
was a Jewish synagogue there, augmented probably by the Jews 
expelled from Rome under Claudius,3 and their violence against 
Paul finally obliged him to leave the place.* Living in the midst 
of an idolatrous city, and much exposed to the temptations of 
sacrificial feasts, we might naturally expect excessive rigour against 
participation, on the one hand, and perhaps too great indifference, 
on the other; and this we actually find to have been the case. It 
is in consequence of questions respecting meats offered to idols 
that Paul writes to the Corinthians, and, whilst treating the matter 
in itself as one of perfect indifference, merely inculcates considera
tion for weak consciences.5 It is clear that there was a decided 
feeling against the practice; it is clear that strong Jewish preju
dices existed in the Jewish colony at Corinth, and wherever there 
were Jews the eating of meats offered to idols was an abomination. 
The sin of Israel at Baalpeor6 lived in the memory of the people, 
and abstinence from such pollution? was considered a duty. If 
the existence of such “ Jewish prejudices” was a reason for

* 1 Cor. viii. 4 [., x. 25 f. 3 I.ightfoot, St. Poufs Ep. to the Go!., p. 126 f.
3 Aclsxviii. 2. 4 /#., xviii. 6, 12 f. 5 1 Cor. viii. l-t3 , x. 23 f.
6 Numb. xxv. 2 f. ; Psalm cvi. 28. ? Dan. i. 8 f.
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publishing the decree, we have, in fact, more definite evidence of them 
in Corinth than we have in Antioch, for, apart from this specific 
mention of the subject of eating sacrificial meats, the two Apostolic 
letters abundantly show the existence and activity of Judaistic 
parties there, which opposed the work of Paul, and desired to force 
Mosaic observances upon his converts. It is impossible to admit 
that, supposing such a decree to have been promulgated as the 
mind of the Holy Spirit, there could be any reason why it should 
have been unknown at Corinth so short a time after it was adopted. 
When, therefore, we find the Apostle not only ignoring it, but 
actually declaring that to be a matter of indifference, abstinence 
from which it had just seemed good to the Holy Spirit to enjoin, 
the only reasonable conclusion is that Paul himself was totally 
ignorant of the existence of any decree containing such a prohibi
tion. Thhre is much difference of opinion as to the nature-of the 
Topvila. referred to in the decree, and we need not discuss i t ; 
but in all the Apostle’s homilies upon the subject there is the same 
total absence of all allusion to the decision of the Council.

Nowhere can any practical result from the operation of the 
decree be pointed out, nor any trace even of its existence. The 
assertions and conjectures, by which those who maintain the 
authenticity of the narrative in the Acts seek to explain the 
extraordinary absence of all external evidence of the decree, 
labour under the disadvantage of all attempts to account for the 
total failure of effects from a supposed cause, the existence of 
which is in reality only assumed. It is customary to reply to the 
objection that there is no mention of the decree in the Epistles 
of Paul, or in any other contemporary writing, that this is a mere 
argument a silentio. Is it not, however, difficult to imagine any 
other argument, from contemporary sources, regarding what is 
affirmed to have had no existence, than that from silence? Do 
Apologists absolutely demand that, with prophetic anticipation of 
future controversies, the Apostle Paul should obligingly have 
left on record that there actually was no Council such as a writer 
would subsequently describe, and that the decree which he would 
put forward as the result of that Council must not be accepted 
as genuine ? It is natural to expect that, when writing of the very 
visit in question, and dealing with subjects and discussions in 
which, whether in the shape of historical allusion, appeal to 
authority, taunt for inconsistency, or assertion of his own 
influence, some allusion to the decree would have been highly 
appropriate, if not necessary, the Apostle Paul should at least 
have given some hint of its existence. His not doing so 
constitutes strong presumptive evidence against the authenticity 
of the decree, and all the more so as no more positive evidence 
than silence could possibly be forthcoming of the non-existence of
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that which never existed. The supposed decree of the Council of 
Jerusalem cannot on any ground be accepted as a historical fact.

We may now return to such further consideration of the state
ments of the Epistle as may seem necessary for the object of our 
inquiry. No mention is made by the Apostle of any official 
mission on the subject of circumcision, and the discussion of that 
question arises in a merely incidental manner from the presence 
of Titus, an uncircumcised Gentile Christian. There has been 
much discussion as to whether Titus actually was circumcised or 
not, and there can be little doubt that the omission of the 
negative o h  ovSi from Gal. ii. 5 has been in some cases in
fluenced by the desire to bring the Apostle’s conduct upon this 
occasion into harmony with the account, in Acts xvi. 3, of his 
circumcising Timothy. We shall not require to enter into any 
controversy on the point, for the great majority of Critics are 
agreed that the Apostle intended to say that Titus was not 
circumcised, although the contrary is affirmed by a few writers. 
It is obvious from the whole of the Apostle’s narrative that great 
pressure was exerted to induce Titus to submit, and that Paul, if 
he did not yield even for an hour the required subjection, had a 
long and severe struggle to maintain his position. Even when 
relating the circumstances in his letter to the Galatians, the 
recollection of his contest profoundly stirs the Apostle’s indigna
tion ; his utterance becomes vehement, but cannot keep pace 
with his impetuous thoughts; and the result is a narrative in 
broken and abrupt sentences, whose very incompleteness is 
eloquent, and betrays the irritation which has not even yet entirely 
subsided. How does this accord with the whole tone of the 
account in the Acts? It is customary with Apologists to insert 
so much between the lines of that narrative, partly from imagina
tion and partly from the statements of the Epistle, that they 
almost convince themselves and others that such additions are 
actually suggested hy the author of the Acts himself. If we 
take the account of the Acts without such transmutations, it 
is certain that not only is there not the slightest indication of any 
struggle regarding the circumcision of Titus, “ in which St. Paul 
maintained at one time almost single-handed the cause of Gentile 
freedom,”1 but no suggestion that there had ever been any 
hesitation on the part of the leading Apostles and the mass of 
the Church regarding the point at issue. The impression given 
by the author of the Acts is undeniably one of unbroken and 
undisturbed harmony : of a Council in which the elder Apostles 
were of one mind with Paul, and warmly agreed with him that the 
Gentiles should be delivered from the yoke of the Mosaic law and

* Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 106.
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from the necessity of undergoing the initiatory rite. What is there 
in such an account to justify in any degree the irritation displayed 
by Paul at the mere recollection of this visit, or to merit the 
ironical terms with which he speaks of the “ pillar” Apostles?

We may now consider the part which the Apostles must 
have taken in the dispute regarding the circumcision of Titus. 
Is it possible to suppose that, if the circumcision of Paul’s follower 
had only been demanded by certain of the sect of the Pharisees 
who believed, unsupported by the rest, there could ever have been 
any considerable struggle on the point ? Is it possible, further, to 
suppose that, if Paul had received the cordial support of James 
and the leading Apostles in his refusal to concede the circumcision 
of Titus, such a contest could have been more than momentary 
and trifling? Is it possible that the Apostle Paul could have 
spoken of “ certain of the sect of the Pharisees who believed ” in 
such terms as : “ to whom we yielded by the submission (d^a/Mv 
t-q iV o ra y g ), no, not for an hour or that he could have used 
this expression if those who pressed the demand upon him had 
not been in a position of authority, which naturally suggested a 
subjection which Paul upon this occasion persistently refused ? It 
is not possible. Of course many writers who seek to reconcile the 
two narratives, and some of whom substitute, for the plain state
ments of the Acts and of the Apostle, an account which is not 
consistent with either, suppose that the demand for the circum
cision of Titus proceeded solely from the “ false brethren,” although 
some of them suppose that at least these false brethren may have 
thought they had reason to hope for the support of the elder 
Apostles.8 It is almost too clear for dispute that the desire 
that Titus should be circumcised was shared or pressed by 
the elder Apostles. According to the showing of the Acts, nothing 
could be more natural than the fact that James and the elders of 
Jerusalem who, so long after (xxi. 20 f.), advised Paul to prove his 
continued observance of the law, and that he did not teach the 
Jews to abandon circumcision, should on this occasion have 
pressed him to circumcise Titus. The conduct of Peter at 
Antioch, and the constant opposition which Paul met with from 
emissaries of James and of the Apostles of the Circumcision upon 
the very point of Gentile circumcision, all support the inevitable 
conclusion, that the pressure upon Paul in the matter of Titus was 
not only not resisted by the Apostles, but proceeded in no small 
degree from them.

'  Gal. ii. 5 .
a Wieseler (Chron. ap. Zeit., p. 194) conjectures the meaning of Paul to be 

that, but for the false brethren, he would actually have circumcised Titus, and 
thus have been consistent with the principles which he maintained by the 
circumcision of Timothy, xvi. 3.
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This is further shown by the remainder of Paul’s account of his 
visit and by the tone of his remarks regarding the principal Apostles, 
as well as by the historical data which we possess of his subsequent 
career. We need not repeat that the representation in the Acts 
both of the Council and of the whole intercourse between Paul 
and the Apostles is one of “ unbroken unity.”' The struggle 
about Titus and the quarrel with Peter at Antioch are altogether 
omitted, and the Apostolic letter speaks merely of “ our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, men that have given up their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”2 The language of Paul is not so 
pacific and complimentary. Immediately after his statement that 
he had “ yielded by the submission, no, not for an hour,” Paul 
continues : “ But from those who seem to be something (<bro St 
r w  Sokovi/tmi/ tivat t i ) — whatsoever they were it maketh no 
matter to me : God accepteth not man’s person—for to me those 
who seem (ol SoKovvrts) (to be something) communicated 
nothing, but, on the contrary, etc., and when they knew the grace 
that was given to me, James and Cephas and John, who seem to 
be pillars (ol SoKovvrts c t t v X o i  ttva t), gave to me and Barnabas 
right hands of fellowship that we (should go) unto the Gentiles,” 
etc. 3 The tone and language of this passage are certainly depre
ciatory of the elder Apostles, and, indeed, it is difficult to under
stand how any one could fail to perceive and admit the fact. It 
is argued by some, who recognise the irony of the term ol 
Sokovvtcs applied to the Apostles, that the disparagement which 
is so transparent in the form ol Sokovvtk tlva i n , “ those who 
seem to be something,” is softened again in the new turn which is 
given to it in verse 9 , ol SoicoiWts o-tvXoi tivat, “ these who 
seem to be pillars,” in which, it is said, “ the Apostle expresses the 
real greatness and high authority of the twelve in their separate 
field of labour.”4 It seems to us that this interpretation cannot be 
sustained. Paul is ringing the changes on ol SoKovvrts, and con
trasting with the position they assumed, and the estimation in 
which they were held, his own experience of them and their 
inability to add anything to him. “ Those who seem to be some
thing,” he commences, but immediately interrupts himself, after 
having thus indicated the persons whom he meant, with the more 
direct protest of irritated independence : “ whatsoever they were 
it maketh no matter to me : God accepteth not man’s person.” 
These SoicoiWts communicated nothing to him, but, on the 
contrary, when they knew the grace given to him, “ those who 
seem to be pillars ” gave him hands of fellowship, but nothing 
more, and they went their different ways, he to the Gentiles and 1

1 Jowett, The Eps. o f  St. Paul, i., p. 330. 2 Acts xv. 25 f.
3 Gal. ii. 6, 9. 4 Jowett, The Eps. o f  St. Paul, i., p. 331.
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they to the circumcision. If the expression oi Sok. arrvkoi ttvat 
be true, as well as ironically used, it cannot be construed into a 
declaration of respect, but forms part of a passage whose tone 
throughout is proudly depreciatory. This is followed by such 
words as “ hypocrisy ” (wroKpurts) and “ condemned” (Kartyvoxr- 
ftivos) applied to the conduct of Peter at Antioch, as well 
as the mention of the' emissaries of James as the cause of 
that dispute, which add meaning to the irony. This is not the 
only occasion on which Paul betrays a certain bitterness against 
the elder Apostles. In his second letter to the Corinthians, xi. 5, 
he says, “ For I reckon that I am not a whit behind the over much 
Apostles ” ( tw v  lirepklav  (b ro o ro A o ji/) , and again, xii. 11 , “ For 
in nothing was I behind the over much Apostles ” (rw  vwepklav 
airoo~r6X.o>v)• and the whole of the vehement passage in which 
these references are set shows the intensity of the feeling which 
called them forth. To say that the expressions in the Galatian 
Epistle and here are “ depreciatory, not indeed of the twelve 
themselves, but of the extravagant and exclusive claims set up for 
them by the Judaisers,”' is an extremely arbitrary distinction. 
They are directly applied to the Apostles, and oi 8o(coCvrts tlva l n  
cannot be taken as irony against those who over-estimated them, 
but against the Sokovvtc; themselves. Paul’s blows generally 
go straight to their mark.

Meyer argues that the designation of the Apostles as oi 
SoKovvrts is purely historical, and cannot be taken as ironical, 
inasmuch as it would be inconsistent to suppose that Paul could 
adopt a depreciatory tone when he is relating his recognition as a 
colleague by the elder Apostles f  and others consider that verses 8, 
9, 10 contain evidence of mutual respect and recognition between 
Paul and the Twelve. Even if this were so it could not do away 
with the actual irony of the expressions; but do the facts support 
such a statement ? We have seen that, in spite of the picture of 
unbroken unity drawn by the author of the Acts and the liberal 
sentiments regarding the Gentiles which he puts into the mouth 
of Peter and of James, Paul had a severe and protracted struggle 
to undergo in order to avoid circumcising Titus. We have already 
stated the grounds upon which it seems certain that the pressure 
upon that occasion came as well from the elder Apostles as the 
“ false brethren,” and critics who do not go so far as to make this 
positive affirmation, at least recognise the passive, and, therefore, 
to a large extent, compliant, attitude which the Apostles must 
have held. It is after narrating some of the particulars of this 
struggle that Paul uses the terms of depreciation which we have

' Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 107.
a Kr. Ex. IT  buck iib. d. Br. an die Gal., 63 f.
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been discussing ; and, having added, “ for to me those who seem 
(to be something) communicated nothing,” he says, “ but, on the 
contrary, when they saw that I have been entrusted with the 
Gospel of the uncircumcision, even as Peter with that of the 
circumcision (for he that wrought for Peter unto the Apostleship 
of the circumcision wrought also for me unto the G entiles); and 
when they knew the grace that was given unto me, James and 
Cephas and John, who seem to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 
right hands of fellowship, that we (should go) unto the Gentiles, 
and they unto the circumcision—only that we should remember 
the poor; which very thing I also was forward to do.” It will be 
observed that, after saying they “ communicated nothing” to him, 
the Apostle adds, in opposition, “ but, on the contrary ” (aAAo 
ToiVavrioi'). In what did this opposition consist ? Apparently 
in this—that, instead of strengthening the hands of Paul, they left 
him to labour alone. They said: “ Take your own course; preach 
the Gospel of the uncircumcision to Gentiles, and we will preach the 
Gospel of the circumcision to Jews.”1 In fact, when Paul returned 
to Jerusalem for the second time after fourteen years, he found the 
elder Apostles not one whit advanced towards his own universalism; 
they retained their former Jewish prejudices, and remained, as 
before, Apostles of the circumcision. Notwithstanding the strong 
Pauline sentiments put into Peter’s mouth by the author of the 
Acts, and his claim to have been so long before selected by God 
that by his mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the Gospel 
and believe, Paul singles out Peter as specially entrusted with the 
Gospel of the circumcision ; and, in the end, after Paul has 
exerted all his influence, Peter and the rest remain unmoved, and 
allow Paul to go to the Gentiles, while they confine their ministry, 
as before, to the Jews. The success of Paul’s work amongst the 
heathen was too palpable a fact to be ignored; but there is no 
reason to believe that the conversion of the Gentiles, upon his 
terms, was more than tolerated at that time, or the Gentile 
Christians admitted to more than such imperfect communion with 
the Jewish Christians as that of Proselytes of the Gate in relation 
to Judaism. This is shown by the conduct of Peter at Antioch 
after the supposed Council, and of the Jews with him, and even of 
Barnabas, through fear of the emissaries of James, whose arrival 
certainly could not have produced a separation between Jewish 
and Gentile Christians had the latter been recognised as in full 
communion.

The “ hands of fellowship ” clearly was a mere passive permis
sion of Paul’s mission to the Gentiles, but no positive and hearty 
approval of it testified by active support. It must, we think, be

1 Jowett, The Eps. o f St. Paul, i. 240 f.
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evident to any one who attentively considers the passage we are 
examining, that there is no question in it of a recognition 
of the Apostolate of Paul. The elder Apostles consent to his 
mission to the Gentiles, whilst they themselves go to the circum
cision ; but there is not a syllable which indicates that Paul’s 
claim to the title of Apostle was ever either acknowledged or dis
cussed. It is not probable that Paul would have submitted such 
a point to their consideration. It is difficult to see how the elder 
Apostles could well have done less than they did, and the extent 
of their fellowship seems to have simply amounted to toleration of 
what they could not prevent. The pressure for the circumcision 
of the Gentile converts was an attempt to coerce, and to suppress 
the peculiar principle of the Gospel of uncircumcision; and, though 
that effort failed through the determined resistance of Paul, it is 
clear, from the final resolve to limit their preaching to the circum
cision, that the elder Apostles in no way abandoned their view of 
the necessity of the initiatory rite. The episode at Antioch is a 
practical illustration of this statement. Hilgenfeld ably remarks : 
“ When we consider that Peter was afraid of the circumcised 
Christians, there can be no doubt that James, at the head of the 
primitive community, made the attempt to force heathen Christians 
to adopt the substance of Jewish legitimacy, by breaking off ecclesi
astical community with them."' The Gentile Christians were 
virtually excommunicated on the arrival of the emissaries of James, 
or at least treated as mere Proselytes of the Gate ; and the pressure 
upon the Galatian converts of the necessity of circumcision by 
similar Judaising emissaries, which called forth the vehement and 
invaluable Epistle before us, is quite in accordance with the 
circumstances of this visit. The separation agreed upon between 
Paul and the elder Apostles was not in any sense geographical, 
but purely ethnological. It was no mere division of labour,2 no 
suitable apportionment of work. The elder Apostles determined, 
like their Master before them, to confine their ministry to Jews, 
whilst Paul, if he pleased, might go to the Gentiles; and the 
fact that Peter subsequently goes to Antioch, as well as many other 
circumstances, shows that no mere separation of localities, but a 
selection of race, was intended. If there had not been this 
absolute difference of purpose, any separation would have been 
unnecessary, and all the Apostles would have preached one 
Gospel indifferently to all who had ears to hear i t ; such strange 
inequality in the partition of the work could never have existed : 
that Paul should go unaided to the gigantic task of converting the

' Ze it i t  hr. wiss. Th., 1858, p. 90.
* “  They would sanction but not share his mission to the Gentiles” (Jowett, 

The Egs. o f St. Paul, i. 236).
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heathen, while the Twelve reserved themselves for the small but 
privileged people. All that we have said at the beginning o f this 
section of the nature of primitive Christianity, and of the views 
prevalent amongst the disciples at the death of their Master, is 
verified by this attitude of the Three during the famous visit of the 
Apostle of the Gentiles to Jerusalem, and Paul’s account is pre
cisely in accordance with all that historical probability and reason, 
unwarped by the ideal representations of the Acts, prepare us to 
expect. The more deeply we go into the statements of Paul the 
more is this apparent, and the more palpable does the inauthen
ticity of the narrative of the Council appear.

The words of Paul in describing the final understanding are 
very remarkable, and require further consideration. The decision 
that they should go to the circumcision and Paul to the Gentiles is 
based upon the recognition of a different Gospel entrusted to him, 
the Gospel of the uncircumcision, as the Gospel of the circumcision 
is entrusted to Peter. It will be remembered that Paul states that, 
on going up to Jerusalem upon this occasion, he communicated to 
them the Gospel which he preached among the Gentiles, and it is 
probable that he made the journey more especially for this 
purpose. It appears from the account that this Gospel was not 
only new to them, but was distinctly different from that of the 
elder Apostles. If Paul preached the same Gospel as the rest, 
what necessity could there have been for communicating it at all ? 
What doubt that by any means he might be running, or had run, 
in vain ? He knew perfectly well that he preached a different 
Gospel from the Apostles of the Circumcision, and his anxiety 
probably was to secure an amicable recognition of the Gentile 
converts, whom he had taught to consider circumcision unnecessary 
and the obligation of the law removed. Of course there was much 
that was fundamentally the same in the two Gospels, starting as 
they both did with the recognition of Jesus as the Messiah ; but 
their points of divergence were very marked and striking, and more 
especially in directions where the prejudices of the Apostles of the 
circumcision were the strongest. Avoiding all debatable ground, 
it is clear that the Gospel of the uncircumcision, which proclaimed 
the abrogation of the law and the inutility of the initiatory rite, 
must have been profoundly repugnant to Jews, who still preached 
the obligation of circumcision and the observance of the law. 
“ Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law,”1 said the Gospel 
of the uncircumcision. “ Behold, I, Paul, say unto you, that if ye
be circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing........For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything nor uncircumcision, 
but faith working through love.”1 “ For neither circumcision is 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.”3 The teaching

1 Gal. iii. 13. 2 I b . , \ .  2, 6. 3 Ik., vi. 15.
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which was specially designated the Gospel of the circumcision, in 
contradistinction to this Gospel of the uncircumcision, held very 
different language. 'There is no gainsaying the main fact—and 
that fact, certified by Paul himself and substantiated by a host of 
collateral circumstances, is more conclusive than all conciliatory 
apologetic reasoning—that, at the date of this visit to Jerusalem 
(c. a .d . 50-52), the Three, after hearing all that Paul had to say, 
allowed him to go alone to the Gentiles, but themselves would 
have no part in the mission, and turned as before to the circum
cision.

There is another point to which we must very briefly refer. The 
statements of Paul show that, antecedent to this visit to Jerusalem, 
Paul had been the active Apostle of the Gentiles, preaching his 
Gospel of the uncircumcision, and that subsequently he returned 
to the same field of labour. If we examine the narrative of the 
Acts, we do not find him represented in any special manner as 
the Apostle of the Gentiles; but, on the contrary, whilst Peter 
claims the honour of having been selected that by his voice the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the Gospel and believe, Paul is 
everywhere described as going to the Jews, and only when his 
teaching is rejected by them does he turn to the Gentiles. It is 
true that Ananias is represented as being told by the Lord that 
Paul is a chosen vessel “ to bear my name both before Gentiles 
and kings, and the sons of Israel”;1 and Paul subsequently 
recounts how the Lord had said to himself, “ Go, for I will send 
thee far hence unto Gentiles.”2 The author of the Acts, however, 
everywhere conveys the impression that Paul very reluctantly 
fulfils this mission, and that if he had but been successful amongst 
the Jews he never would have gone to the Gentiles at all. Imme
diately after his conversion, he preaches in the synagogues at 
Damascus and confounds the Jews,3 as he again does during his 
visit to Jerusalem.1* When the Holy Spirit desires the Church at 
Antioch to separate Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
he has called them, they continue to announce the word of God 
“ in the synagogues of the Jews,” 3 and in narrating the conversion 
of the Roman proconsul at Paphos it is said that it is Sergius 
Paulus himself who calls for Barnabas and Saul, and seeks to 
hear the word of God.6 When they came to Antioch in Pisidia 
they go into the synagogue of the Jews? as usual, and it is only 
after the Jews reject them that Paul and Barnabas are described 
as saying: “ It was necessary that the word of God should first 
be spoken to you: seeing that ye thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, wc turn to the Gentiles.”3

1 ix. 15 f. 2 xxii. 21 ; cf. xxvi. 17 f. 3 ix. 20, 22.
4 ix. 28 f. 3 xiii. 5. 6 xiii. 7. 7 xiii. 14 f., 42 f. 8 xiii. 46.
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In Iconium, to which they next proceed, however, they go into the 
synagogue of the Jews,' and later it is stated that Paul, on 
arriving at Thessalonica, “ as his custom was,” went into the 
synagogue of the Jews, and for three Sabbaths discoursed to 
them.3 At Corinth it was only when the Jews opposed him and 
blasphemed that Paul is represented as saying : “ Your blood be 
upon your own head; I will henceforth, with a pure conscience, 
go unto the Gentiles.” It is impossible to distinguish from this 
narrative any difference between the ministry of Paul and that of 
the other Apostles. They all address themselves mainly and 
primarily to the Jews, although, if Gentiles desire to eat of “ the 
crumbs which fall from the children’s bread,” they are not rejected. 
Even the Pharisees stirred heaven and earth to make proselytes. 
In no sense can the Paul of the Acts be considered specially an 
Apostle of the Gentiles, and the statement of the Epistle to the 
Galatians^ has no significance, if interpreted by the historical 
work.

Apologists usually reply to this objection that the practice of 
Paul in the Acts is in accordance with his own words in the Epistle 
to the Romans, i. 16, in which it is asserted he recognises the right 
of the Jews to precedence. In the authorised version this passage 
is rendered as follows : “ For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”'* (Svvapis 
yap 0 cov «tt1v ti’s <ro>Ti)plav iravrl ™ vurTtvovri, ’Iov&iUf) 
rt TrpCnov Kal "EAA.771U.) As a matter of fact, we may 
here at once state that the word irpwrov, “ first,” is not found in 
Codices B and G, and that it is omitted from the Latin rendering 
of the verse quoted by Tertullian.5 That the word upon which 
the controversy turns should not be found in so important a MS. 
as the Vatican Codex, or in so ancient a version as Tertullian’s, is 
very significant; but, proceeding at once to the sense of the 
sentence, we must briefly state the reasons which seem to us con
clusively to show that the usual reading is erroneous. The 
passage is an emphatic statement of the principles of Paul. He 
declares that he is not ashamed of the Gospel, and he imme
diately states the reason : “ for it is a power of God unto salvation 
to everyone that believeth.”6 He is not ashamed of the Gospel, 
because he recognises its universality; for, in opposition to the 
exclusiveness of Judaism, he maintains that all are “ sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus....... There is neither Jew nor Greek

1 xiv. i f .  - xvii. i f. Cf. 10 f., 17 f.; xviii. 4 f., 19, 38 ; xix. 8.
3 Gal. ii. 9.
4 Cf. Rom. ii. 9, 10. The oldest MSS. and versions omit the ro v x/x<rTW" 

of the Authorised Version, which most editors, therefore, reject.
5 Ach. Marc., v. 13. 6 Rom. i. 16.
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....... for ye are all one man in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s
then are ye Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise.”1 “ For 
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything nor uncir
cumcision, but faith working through love.”3 The reason which 
he gives is that which lies at the basis of the whole of his special 
teaching; but we are asked to believe that, after so clear and 
comprehensive a declaration, he at once adds the extraordinary 
qualification: ’Iov&u'y re irpwrov koX "EA.Xtjvi, rendered “ to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.” What is the meaning of such a 
limitation ? If the Gospel be a power of God unto salvation “ to 
everyone that believeth ” (wavrl ry vumvovri), in what manner 
can it possibly be so “ to the Jew first ” ? Can it be maintained 
that there are comparative degrees in salvation ? “ Salvation ” is
obviously an absolute term. If saved at all, the Jew cannot be 
more saved than the Greek. If, on the other hand, the expression 
be interpreted as an assertion that the Jew has a right of prece
dence, either in the offer or the attainment of salvation, before 
the Greek, the manner of its realisation is almost equally incon
ceivable, and a host of difficulties, especially in view of the specific 
Pauline teaching, immediately present themselves. There can be 
no doubt that the Judaistic view distinctly was that Israel must first 
be saved before the heathen could obtain any part in the Messianic 
kingdom, and we have shown that this idea dominated primitive 
Christianity; and inseparable from this was the belief that the only 
way to a participation in its benefits lay through Judaism. The 
heathen could only obtain admission into the family of Israel, and 
become partakers in the covenant, by submitting to the initiatory 
rite. It was palpably under the influence of this view, and with a 
conviction that the Messianic kingdom was primarily destined for 
the children of Israel, that the elder Apostles, even after the date 
of Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem, continued to confine their 
ministry “ to the circumcision.” Paul’s view was very different. 
He recognised and maintained the universality of the Gospel, and, 
in resolving to go to the heathen, he practically repudiated the 
very theory of Jewish preference which he is here supposed to 
advance. If the Gospel, instead of being a power of God to 
salvation to every man who believed, was for the Jew first, the 
Apostolate of the Gentiles was a mere delusion and a snare. 
What could be the advantage of so urgently offering salvation to 
the Greek, if the gift, instead of Ireing “ for every one that 
believeth,” was a mere prospective benefit, inoperative until the 
Jew had first been saved ? “ Salvation to the Jew first and also
to the Greek,” if it have any significance whatever of the kind 
argued—involving either a prior claim to the offer of salvation or

1 Gal. iii. 26 f. 2 lb ., v. 6.
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precedence in its distribution—so completely destroys all the 
present interest in it of the Gentile, that the Gospel must to him 
have lost all power. To suppose that such an expression simply 
means that the Gospel must first be preached to the Jews in any 
town to which the Apostle might come, before it could legitimately 
be proclaimed to the Gentiles of that town, is childish. We have 
no reason to suppose that Paul held the deputy Sergius Paulus, 
who desired to hear the word of God and believed, in suspense 
until the Jews of Paphos had rejected it. The cases of the 
Ethiopian eunuch and Cornelius throw no light upon any claim of 
the Jew to priority in salvation. Indeed, not to waste time in 
showing the utter incongruity of the ordinary interpretation, we 
venture to affirm that there is not a single explanation, which 
maintains a priority assigned to the Jew in any way justifying the 
reference to this text, which is capable of supporting the slightest 
investigation. If we linguistically examine the expression ’Iov&uy 
re irpwTov /cal "EAXt/i/i, we arrive at the same conclusion, that 
irpwrov is an interpolation, for we must maintain that -srpHrov 
with t< and *ai must be applied equally both to “ Jew ” and 
“ Greek,” and cannot rightly be appropriated to the Jew only, as 
implying a preference over the Greek. The sense, therefore, can 
only be properly and intelligibly given by disregarding irpunov 
and simply translating the words, “ both to Jew and Greek.”' 
This was the rendering of the ancient Latin version quoted by 
Tertullian in his work against Marcion : “ I  toque et hie, cum dicit: 
Non enim me pudet evangelii, virtus enim dei est in salutem omni 
credenti, Judceo et Grccco, quia justitia dei in eo revelatur ex fide 
in fidem. ”a We are not left without further examples of the
very same expression, and an examination of the context will 
amply demonstrate that Paul used it in no other sense. In the 
very next chapter the Apostle twice uses the same words. After 
condemning the hasty and unrighteous judgment of man, he 
says: “ For we know that the judgment of God is according
to truth....... who will render to every one according to his works;
to them who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honour 
and incorruption, eternal life: but unto them that act out of 
factious spirit and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
anger, and wrath: affliction and distress upon every soul of 
man that worketh evil, both of Jew and of Greek (’lovSafov rt

1 Beelen rightly interprets this passage in his Commentary on the Romans: 
“ Scnsus ergo est: Evangelii doctrinam rum erubesco ; est bar enim (ybp) Dei 
salvifica t/wrdam vis cuicumque qui credit (rarri rtf TiarcvorTi ■ Dativus 
commodi), sive Judezus sit, sive Cenlilis" (Comment, in Epist. S. Pauli ad 
Romanos, 1854, p. 23). So also Lipsius, Protestanlen Bibel, 1874, p. 494. 
Lachmann puts the word r purr o r  between brackets.

3 Adv. Marc. v. 13.
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(vpwrov) Kau '’EAXtji'os, A. V. “ of the Jew first, and< also of the 
Gentile”); but glory and honour and peace to every one that 
worketh good, both to Jew and to Greek (’IouSauj) re (irpCoTov) koX 
"EXXiji'i, A. V. ‘ to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile”). 
For there is no respect of persons with God.”1 How is it possible 
that, if the Apostle had intended to assert a priority 9f any kind 
accorded to the Jew before the Gentile, he could at the same 
time have added, “ For there is no respect of persons with 
God ” ? If salvation be “ to the Jew first,” there is very distinctly 
respect of persons with God. The very opposite, however, is 
repeatedly and emphatically asserted by Paul in this very epistle. 
“ For there is no difference between Jew and Greek ” (ov yap <<rrtv 
SuuTTokr] ’lovSaiov Tt Kal" E X X jjv o s ) ,  he says, “ for the same Lord 
of all is rich unto all them that call upon him. For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”3 Here 
we have the phrase without icpunov. Nothing could be more 
clear and explicit. The precedence of the Jew is directly 
excluded. At the end of the second chapter, moreover, he 
explains his idea of a Jew : “ For he is not a Jew who is one 
outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outwardly in 
flesh, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is 
of the heart, in spirit not letter.”3 If anything further were 
required to prove that the Apostle does not by the expression, 
’Iou&iMj) Tt (irp&rov) Kal "EXXr/i't, intend to indicate any priority 
accorded to the Jew, it is supplied by the commencement of 
the third chapter. “ What, then, is the advantage of the Jew ? or 
what the profit of circumcision ?” It is obvious that, if the Apostle 
had just said that the Gospel was the power of God unto salvation, 
“ to Jew first and also to Greek,” he had stated a very marked 
advantage to the Jew, and that such an inquiry as the above 
would have been wholly unnecessary. The answer which he 
gives to his own question, however, completes our certainty. 
“ Much every way,” he replies; but in explaining what the 
“ much ” advantage was, we hear no more of “ to Jew first 
“ Much every way : for first indeed they were entrusted with the 
oracles of God.”4 And, after a few words, he proceeds : “ What 
then ? are we better ? Not at a ll; for we before brought the 
charge that both Jews and Greeks (’lov&uovs rt Kal ’’EXXr/ras) 
are all under sin.”5 Here, again, there is no irpHrov. There can 
be no doubt in the mind of anyone who understands what Paul’s 
teaching was, and what he means by claiming the special title of 
“ Apostle to the Gentiles,” that in going “ to the heathen ” after 
his visit to Jerusalem, as before it, there was no purpose in his

1 Rom. ii. 2, 6-11. 3 lb., x. 12, 13. 3 16., ii. 28.
4 lb ., iii, 1. 5 lb ., iii. 9.
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mind to preach to the Jews first, and only on being rejected by 
them to turn to the Gentiles, as the Acts would have us 
suppose ; but that the principle which regulated his proclamation 
of the Gospel was that which we have already quoted : “ For 
there is no difference between Jew and Greek ; for the same 
Lord of al( is rich unto all them that call upon him. For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.”1

Still more incongruous is the statement of the Acts that Paul 
took Timothy and circumcised him because of the Jews. Accord
ing to this narrative, shortly after the supposed Council of 
Jerusalem, at which it was decided that circumcision of Gentile 
converts was unnecessary ; immediately after Paul had, in spite of 
great pressure, refused to allow Titus to be circumcised ; and after 
it had been agreed between the Apostle of the Gentiles and James 
and Cephas and John that, while they should go to the circumcision, 
he, on the contrary, should go to the heathen, Paul actually took 
and circumcised Timothy. Apologists, whilst generally admitting 
the apparent contradiction, do not consider that this act involves 
any real inconsistency, and find reasons which, they affirm, suffi
ciently justify it. Some of these we shall presently examine, but 
we may at once say that no apologetic arguments seem to us 
capable of resisting the conclusion arrived at by many independent 
critics, that the statement of the Acts with regard to Timothy is 
opposed to all that we know of Paul’s views, and that for unassail
able reasons it must be pronounced unhistorical. The author of 
the Acts says : “ And he (Paul) came to Derbe and Lystra. And 
behold a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, son o f a 
believing Jewish woman, but of a Greek father; who was well 
reported of by the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. Him would 
Paul have to go forth with him ; and took and circumcised him 
because of the Jews which were in those places (xal ka/Jitv

ori 6 irarrip a\Wnv vm'jpxev).”3 The principal arguments
of those who maintain the truth and consistency of this narrative 
briefly are : Paul resisted the circumcision of Titus because he 
was a Greek, and because the subject then actually under con
sideration was the immunity from the Jewish rite of Gentile 
Christians, which would have been prejudiced had he yielded the 
point. On the other hand, Timothy was the son of a Jewish 
mother, and, whilst there was no principle here in question, Paul 
circumcised the companion whom he had chosen to accompany 
him in his missionary journey, both as a recognition of his Jewish

' Rom. x. 12, 13. 1 Acts xvi. 1-3.

Digitized by Google



THE CIRCUMCISION 0 1 ' TIMOTHY 737

origin and to avoid offence to the Jews whom they should 
encounter in the course of their ministry, as well as to secure for 
him access to the synagogues which they must visit: Paul in this 
instance, according to all Apologists, putting in practice his own 
declaration (i Cor. ix. 19-20): “ For being free from all men, 
I made myself servant unto all that I might gain the more; 
and unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain 
Jews.”

It must be borne in mind that the author who chronicles the 
supposed circumcision of Timothy makes no allusion to the refusal 
of Paul to permit Titus to be circumcised ; an omission which is 
not only singular in itself, but significant when we find him, 
immediately after, narrating so singular a concession of which the 
Apostle makes no mention. Of course it is clear that Paul could 
not have consented to the circumcision of Titus, and we hav? only 
to consider in what manner the case of Timothy differed so as to 
support the views of those who hold that Paul, who would not 
yield to the pressure brought to bear upon him in the case of 
Titus, might, quite consistently, so short a time after, circumcise 
Timothy with his own hand. It is true that the necessity of 
circumcision for Gentile Christians came prominently into question, 
during Paul’s visit to Jerusalem, from the presence of his un
circumcised follower Titus, and no doubt the abrogation of the 
rite must have formed a striking part of the exposition of his 
Gospel, which Paul tells us he made upon this occasion; but it is 
equally certain that the necessity of circumcision long continued to 
be pressed by the Judaistic party in the Church. It cannot fairly 
be argued that, at any time, Paul could afford to relax his deter
mined and consistent attitude as the advocate for the universality 
of Christianity and the abrogation of a rite, insistence upon which, 
he had been the first to recognise, would have been fatal to the 
spread of Christianity. To maintain that he could safely make 
such a concession of his principles and himself circumcise 
Timothy, simply because at that precise moment there was no 
active debate upon the point, is inadmissible ; for his Epistles 
abundantly prove that the topic, if it ever momentarily subsided 
into stubborn silence, was continually being revived with renewed 
bitterness. Pauline views could never have prevailed if he had 
been willing to sacrifice them for the sake of conciliation whenever 
they were not actively attacked.

The difference of the occasion cannot be admitted as a valid 
reason; let us, therefore, see whether any difference in the persons 
and circumstances removes the contradiction. It is argued that 
such a difference exists in the fact that, whilst Titus was altogether 
a Gentile, Timothy, on the side of his mother at least, was a Jew; 
and Thiersch, following a passage quoted by VVetstein, states that,

3 B
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according to Talmudic prescriptions, the validity of mixed 
marriages between a Jewess and a Gentile was only recognised 
upon the condition that the children should be brought up in the 
religion of the mother. In this case, he argues, Paul merely 
carried out the requirement of the Jewish law by circumcising 
Timothy, which others had omitted to do, and thus secured his 
admission to the Jewish synagogues to which much of his ministry 
was directed, but from which he would have been excluded had 
the rite not been performed.1 Even Meyer, however, in reference 
to this point, replies that Paul could scarcely be influenced by the 
Talmudic canon, because Timothy was already a Christian and 
beyond Judaism.3 Besides, in point of fact, by such a marriage 
the Jewess had forfeited Jewish privileges. Timothy, in the eyes 
of the Mosaic law, was not a Jew, and held, in reality, no better 
position than the Greek Titus. He had evidently been brought 
up as *a Gentile, and the only question which could arise in regard 
to him was whether he must first become a Jew before he could 
be fully recognised as a Christian. The supposition that the 
circumcision of Timothy, the son of a Greek, after he had actually 
become a Christian without having passed through Judaism, could 
secure for him free access to the synagogues of the Jews, may show 
how exceedingly slight at that time was the difference between the 
Jew and the Christian, but it also suggests the serious doubt 
whether the object of the concession, in the mind of the author of 
the Acts, was not rather to conciliate the Judaic Christians than 
to represent the act as one of policy towards the unbelieving Jews. 
The statement of the Acts is that Paul circumcised Timothy 
“ because of the Jews which were in those places ; for they all 
knew that his father was a Greek.” If the reason which we are dis
cussing were correct, the expression would more probably have 
been, “ for they knew that his mother was a Jewess.” The Greek 
father might, and probably did, object to the circumcision o f his 
son, but that was no special reason why Paul should circumcise 
him. On the other hand, the fact that the Jews knew that his 
father was a Greek made the-action attributed to Paul a concession 
which the author of the Acts thus represented in its most concilia
tory light. The circumcision of Timothy was clearly declared un
necessary by the apostolic decree, for the attempt to show that he 
was legitimately regarded as a Jew utterly fails. It is obvious that, 
according to Pauline doctrine, there could be no obligation for 
anyone who adopted Christianity to undergo this initiatory rite.

* D it Kirche im ap. Z ., 138. Ewald similarly argues that Paul circumcised 
Timothy to remove the stigma attaching to him as the child of such a mixed 
marriage (Gesch. V. h r .,  vi. 445 ; Jahrb. Bib/. IViss., 1857-58, ix., p. 64).

" AposUlg., p. 354.
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It is impossible reasonably to maintain that any case has been 
made out to explain why Timothy, who had grown into manhood 
without being circumcised, and had become a Christian whilst un
circumcised, should at that late period be circumcised. Beyond 
the reference to a Talmudic prescription, in fact, which, even if he 
knew it, could not possibly have been recognised by Paul as 
authoritative, there has not been a serious attempt made to show 
that the case of Timothy presents exceptional features reconciling 
the contradiction otherwise admitted as apparent.

The whole apologetic argument, in fact, sinks into one of mere 
expediency: Timothy, the son of a Jewess and of a Greek, and 
thus having a certain affinity both to Jews and Gentiles, would 
become a much more efficient assistant to Paul if he were circum
cised and thus had access to the Jewish synagogues ; therefore 
Paul, who himself became as a Jew that he might win the Jews, 
demanded the same sacrifice from his follower. But can this 
argument bear any scrutiny by the light of Paul’s own writings ? 
It cannot. Paul openly claims to be the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
and just before the period at which he is supposed to circumcise 
Timothy he parts from the elder Apostles with the understanding 
that he is to go to the Gentiles who are freed from circumcision. 
It is a singular commencement of his mission, to circumcise the 
son of a Greek father after he had become a Christian. Such 
supposed considerations about access to synagogues and concilia
tion of the Jews would seem more suitable to a missionary to the 
circumcision than to the Apostle of the Gentiles. It must be 
apparent to all that in going more specially to the Gentiles, as he 
avowedly was, the alleged expediency of circumcising Timothy 
falls to the ground, and, on the contrary, that such an act would 
have compromised his whole Gospel. Paul’s characteristic teach
ing was the inutility of circumcision, and upon this point he sus
tained the incessant attacks of the emissaries of James and the 
Judaistic party without yielding or compromise. What could have 
been more ill-advised under such circumstances than the circum
cision with his own hands of a convert who, if the son of a Jewess, 
was likewise the son of a Greek, and had remained uncircumcised 
until he had actually embraced that faith which, Paul taught, 
superseded circumcision ? The Apostle who declared : “ Behold, 
I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ will profit 
you nothing,”1 could not have circumcised the Christian Timothy; 
and if any utterance of Paul more distinctly and explicitly applic
able to the present case be required, it is aptly supplied by the 
following: “ Was any man called being circumcised? let him 
not become uncircumcised. Hath any man been called in

1 Gal. v. 2.
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uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised........ Let each abide
in the same calling wherein he was called.”1

Apologists quote very glibly the saying of Paul, “ U nto the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews,” as sufficiently 
justifying the act which we are considering ; but it is neither 
applicable to the case, nor is the passage susceptible of such inter
pretation. The special object of Paul at that time, according to 
his own showing,2 was not to gain Jews, but to gain Gentiles ; and 
the circumcision of Timothy would certainly not have tended to 
gain Gentiles. If we quote the whole passage from which the 
above is extracted, the sense at once becomes clear and different 
from that assigned to i t : “ For being free from all men, I made 
myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more ; and unto the 
Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews ; to them under 
law, as under law, not being myself under law, that I might gain 
them under law; to them without law, as without law—not being 
without law to God, but under law to Christ—that I might gain 
them without law; to the weak I became weak, that I might gain 
the weak ; I am become all things to all men, that I may by all 
means save some. And all things I do for the Gospel’s sake, that 
I may become a partaker thereof with them.”3 It is clear that a
man who could become “ all things to all men,” in the sense of 
yielding any point of principle, must be considered without 
principle at all, and no one could maintain that Paul was apt to 
concede principles. Judged by his own statements, indeed, his 
character was the very reverse of this. There is no shade o f  con
ciliation when he declares : “ But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, should preach any Gospel unto you other than that we
preached unto you, let him be accursed.........For am I now making
men my friends, or God ? or am I seeking to please men ? If I 
were still pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ.”'1 
The Gospel of which he speaks, and which he protests “ is not 
after men,” but received “ through a revelation of Jesus Christ,”5 
is that Gospel which Paul preached among the Gentiles, and which 
proclaimed the abrogation of the law and of circumcision. Paul 
might in one sense say that “ circumcision is nothing, and uncir
cumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God ”;6 
but such a statement, simply intended to express that there was 
neither merit in the one nor in the other, clearly does not apply to 
the case before us, and no way lessens the force of the words we 
have quoted above : “ If ye be circumcised, Christ will profit you 
nothing.” In Paul such a concession would have been in the 
highest degree a sacrifice of principle, and one which he not only

■ I Cor. vii. 18, 20. 
* Gal. i. 8, io.

2 Gal. ii. 9. 3 i Cor. ix. 19-23.
5 lb ., i. n ,  12. 6 1 Cor. vii. 19.
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refused to make in the case of Titus, “ that the truth of the 
Gospel might abide,” but equally maintained in the face of the 
pillar Apostles, when he left them and returned to the Gentiles ' 
whilst they went back to the circumcision. Paul’s idea of being 
“ all things to all men ” is illustrated by his rebuke to Peter—once 
more to refer to the scene at Antioch. Peter apparently practised 
a little of that conciliation which Apologists, defending the unknown 
author of the Acts at the expense of Paul, consider to be the 
sense of the Apostle’s words. Paul repudiated such an inference, 
by withstanding Peter to the face as condemned, and guilty of 
hypocrisy. Paul became all things to all men by considering 
their feelings, and exhibiting charity and forbearance, in matters 
indifferent. He was careful not to make his liberty a stumbling 
block to the weak. “ If food maketh my brother to offend, I will 
eat no flesh for ever lest I make my brother to offend.”1 Self- 
abnegation in the use of enlightened liberty, however, is a very 
different thing from the concession of a rite, which it was the 
purpose of his whole Gospel to discredit, and the labour of his 
life to resist. Once more we repeat that the narrative of the Acts 
regarding the circumcision of Timothy is contradictory to the 
character and teaching of Paul as ascertained from his Epistles, 
and, like so many other portions of that work which we have 
already examined, must be rejected as unhistorical.

We have already tested the narrative of the author of the Acts 
by the statements of Paul in the first two chapters of the Galatians 
at such length that, although the subject is far from exhausted, we 
must not proceed further. We think that there can be no doubt 
that the rdle assigned to the Apostle Paul in Acts xv. is unhis
torical, and it is unnecessary for us to point out the reasons which 
led the writer to present him in such subdued colours. We must, 
however, before finally leaving the subject, very briefly point out 
a few circumstances which throw a singular light upon the relations 
which actually existed between Paul and the elder Apostles, and 
tend to show their real, if covert, antagonism to the Gospel of the 
uncircumcision. We may at the outset remark, in reference to an 
objection frequently made— that Paul does not distinctly refer to 
the Apostles as opposing his teaching, and does not personally 
attack them—that such a course would have been suicidal in the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, whilst on the other hand it could not but 
have hindered the acceptance of his Gospel, for which he was ever 
ready to endure so much. The man who wrote, “ If it be possible, 
as much as dependeth on you be at peace with all men,”2 could 
well be silent in such a cause. Paul, in venturing to preach the 
Gospel of the uncircumcision, laboured under the singular

1 I Cor. via. 13. 2 Rom. xiii. 18.
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disadvantage of not having, like the Twelve, been an immediate 
disciple of the Master. He had been “ as the one bom out of 
due time,”' and although he claimed that his Gospel had not been 
taught to him by man, but had been received by direct revelation 
from Jesus, there can be no doubt that his apostolic position was 
constantly assailed. The countenance of the elder Apostles, even 
if merely tacit, was of great importance to the success of his work ; 
and he felt this so much that, as he himself states, he went up to 
Jerusalem to communicate to them the Gospel which he preached 
among the Gentiles, “ lest by any means I might be running or 
did run in vain.”3 Any open breach between them would have 
frustrated his labours. Had Paul been in recognised enmity with 
the Twelve who had been selected as his special disciples by the 
Master, and been repudiated and denounced by them, it is 
obvious that his position would have been a precarious one. He 
had no desire for schism. His Gospel, besides, was merely a 
development of that of the elder Apostles; and, however much 
they might resent his doctrine of the abrogation of the law and 
of the inutility of circumcision, they could still regard his Gentile 
converts as at least in some sort Proselytes of the Gate. With 
every inducement to preserve peace if by any means possible, and 
to suppress every expression of disagreement with the Twelve, it 
is not surprising that we find so little direct reference to the elder 
Apostles in his epistles. During his visit to Jerusalem he did not 
succeed in converting them to his views. They still limited their 
ministry to the circumcision, and he had to be content with a tacit 
consent to his work amongst the heathen. But although we have 
no open utterance of his irritation, the suppressed impatience of 
his spirit, even at the recollection of the incidents of his visit, 
betrays itself in abrupt sentences, unfinished expressions, and 
grammar which breaks down in the struggle of repressed emotion. 
We have already said enough regarding his ironical references to 
those “ who seem to be something,” to the “ overmuch Apostles,” 
and we need not again point to the altercation between Paul and 
Cephas at Antioch, and the strong language used by the former.

Nothing is more certain than the fact that, during his whole 
career, the Apostle Paul had to contend with systematic opposition 
from the Judaic Christian party; and the only point regarding 
which there is any difference of opinion is the share in this taken 
by the Twelve. As we cannot reasonably expect to find any plain 
statement of this in the writings of the Apostle, we are forced to 
take advantage of such indications as can be discovered. Upon 
one point we are not left in doubt. The withdrawal of Peter and 
the others at Antioch from communion with the Gentile Christians, 
and, consequently, from the side of Paul, was owing to the arrival

7 I Cor. xv. 8.1 Gal. ii. 2.
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o f certain men from James, for the Apostle expressly states so. 
N o surprise is expressed, however, at the effect produced by these 
ruts' a7ro ’laKiofiov, and the clear inference is that they repre
sented the views of a naturally antagonistic party—an inference 
which is in accordance with all that we elsewhere read of James. 
It is difficult to separate the rives a irb ’1 aKw/iov from the Tives 
of the preceding chapter (i. 7) who “ trouble ” the Galatians, and 
“ desire to pervert the Gospel of Christ,” asserting the necessity of 
circumcision, against whom the Epistle is directed. Again we 
meet with the same vague and cautious designation of Judaistic 
opponents in his second Epistle to the Corinthians (iii. 1), where 
“ som e” (rives) bearers of “ letters of commendation” (<rwrraT«Kc5v 
eiruTTokwv), from persons unnamed, were attacking the Apostle 
and endeavouring to discredit his teaching. By whom were these 
letters written ? We cannot, of course, give an authoritative reply, 
but, we may ask, by whom could letters of commendation posses
sing an authority which could have weight against that of Paul be 
written, except by the elder Apostles ? We have certain evidence 
in the first Epistle to the Corinthians that parties had arisen in the 
Church of Corinth in opposition to Paul. These parties were 
distinguished, as the Apostle himself states, by the cries, “ I am of 
Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ ”I (ey<Z 
ftiv €ifii IlavAoi’, (yio Sc ’AttoAAiu, iyit 8c Kr)<f>a, eyi> 8c XpurroP). 
Whatever differences of opinion there may be as to the precise 
nature of these parties, there can be no doubt that both the party 
“ of Cephas” and the party “ of Christ” held strong Judaistic 
views, and assailed the teaching of Paul and his Apostolic 
authority. It is very evident that the persons to whom the Apostle 
refers in connection with “ letters of commendation ” were of these 
parties.

Apologists argue that “ in claiming Cephas as the head of their 
party they had probably neither more nor less ground than their 
rivals, who sheltered themselves under the names of Apollos and 
of Paul.”2 It is obvious, however, that, in a Church founded by 
Paul, there could have been no party created with the necessity to 
take his name as their watchword, except as a reply to another 
party which, having intruded itself, attacked him, and forced 
those who maintained the views of their own Apostle to raise 
such a counter cry. The parties “ of Cephas ” and “ of Christ ” 
were manifestly aggressive, intruding themselves, as the Apostle 
complains, into “ other men’s labours”p and this, in some manner, 
seems to point to that convention between the Apostle and the

1 1 Cor. i. 12.
2 Lightfool, St. Paul's Ep. to the Galatians, 1874, p. 355.
3 2 Cor. x. 13 f.
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Three—that he should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circum
cision—which, barely more than passive neutrality at the beginning, 
soon became covertly antagonistic. The fact that the party “ of 
Paul ” was not an organised body, so to say, directed by the 
Apostle as a party leader, in no way renders it probable that the 
party of Cephas, which carried on active and offensive measures, 
had not much more ground in claiming Cephas as their head. 
One point is indisputable, that no party ever claims any man as 
its leader who is not clearly associated with the views it maintains. 
The party “ of Cephas,” representing Judaistic views, opposing the 
teaching of Paul and joining in denying his Apostolic claims, cer
tainly would not have taken Peter’s name as their watch-cry if he had 
been known to hold and express such Pauline sentiments as are 
put into his mouth in the Acts, or had not, on the contrary, been 
intimately identified with Judaistic principles. Religious parties 
may very probably mistake the delicate details of a leaders teach
ing, but they can scarcely be wrong in regard to his general 
principles. If Peter had been so unfortunate as to be flagrantly 
misunderstood by his followers, and, whilst this party preached in 
his name Judaistic doctrines and anti-Pauline opinions, the Apostle 
himself advocated the abrogation of the law as a burden which the 
Jews themselves were not able to bear, and actively shared Pauline 
convictions, is it possible to suppose that Paul would not have 
pointed out the absurdity of such a party claiming such a 
leader ?

The fact is, however, that Paul never denies the claim of those 
who shelter themselves under the names of Peter and James, 
never questions their veracity, and never adopts the simple and 
natural course of stating that, in advancing these names, they are 
impostors or mistaken. On the contrary, upon all occasions he 
evidently admits, by his silence, the validity of the claim. We are 
not left to mere inference that the adopted head actually 
shared the views of the party. Paul himself distinguishes Peter 
as the leader of the party of the circumcision in a passage in 
his letter to the Galatians already frequently referred to,1 and the 
episode at Antioch confirms the description, and leaves no doubt 
that Peter’s permanent practice was to force the Gentiles to 
Judaise. For reasons which we have already stated, Paul could 
not but have desired to preserve peace, or even the semblance of 
it, with the elder Apostles, for the Gospel’s sake; and he, there
fore, wisely leaves them as much as possible out of the question 
and deals with their disciples. It is obvious that policy must have 
dictated such a course. By ignoring the leaders and attacking 
their followers, he suppressed the chief strength of his opponents

1 Gal. ii. 7 f.
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and kept out of sight the most formidable argument against him
self—the concurrence with them of the elder Apostles. On the 
one hand, the Epistles of Paul bear no evidence of any active 
sympathy and co-operation with his views and work on the part of 
the elder Apostles. On the other, Paul is everywhere assailed by 
Judaistic adversaries who oppose his Gospel and deny his Apostle- 
ship, and who claim as their leaders the elder Apostles.

If, even without pressing expressions to their extreme and 
probable point, we take the contrast drawn between his own 
Gospel and that of the circumcision, the reality of the antagonism 
must be apparent. “ For we are not as the many (ol jroAAoi1) 
which adulterate the word of God ; but as of sincerity, but as of 
God, before God, speak we in Christ.”2 Later on in the letter, 
after referring to the intrusion of the opposite party into the circle 
of his labours, Paul declares that his impatience and anxiety pro
ceed from godly jealousy at the possible effect of the Judaistic 
intruders upon the Corinthians. “ But I fear, lest by any means, 
as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, your thoughts 
should be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity that is in 
Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus whom we 
did not preach, or if ye receive another spirit which ye received 
not, or another Gospel which ye did not accept, ye bear well with 
him. For I think I am not a whit behind the overmuch Apostles 
(tcov vTnpkiav d7rtxrroA.(ov).”3 This reference to the elder 
Apostles gives point to much of the Epistle that is ambiguous, 
and more especially when the Judaistic nature of the opposition is 
so clearly indicated a few verses further on : “ Are they Hebrews ? 
so am I. Are they Israelites ? so am I. Are they Abraham’s seed? 
so am I. Are they ministers of Christ ? (I speak as a fool), I am 
more; in labours more abundantly, in prisons exceedingly, in 
deaths often,” etc.5

It is argued that the Twelve had not sufficient authority over 
their followers to prevent such interference with Paul, and that the 
relation of the Apostle to the Twelve was: “ Separation, not 
opposition, antagonism of the followers rather than of the leaders, 
personal antipathy of the Judaisers to St Paul, rather than of St. 
Paul to the Twelve.”5 It is not difficult to believe that the anti
pathy of Paul to the Judaisers was less than that felt by them

1 Although this reading is supported by the oldest MSS. such as A, B,C, K, , 
and others, the reading ol Xoixol, “ the rest,” stands in D, E, F, G,I,and a large 
number of other codices, and is defended by many critics as the original, which 
they argue was altered to ol roW ol, to soften the apparent hardness of such an 
expression, which would seem to imply that I’aul declared himself the sole true 
exponent of the Gospel.

2 2 Cor. ii. 17. 3 /A , xi. 2-5 ; cf. Gal. i. 6 f. 4 2 Cor. xi. 22 f.
5 Jowett, The E /s. of St. Paul, 1855, i., pp. 326, 339.
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towards him. The superiority of the man must have rendered him 
somewhat callous to- such dislike.' But the mitigated form of 
difference between Paul and the Twelve here assumed, although 
still very different from the representations of the Acts, cannot be 
established, but, on the contrary, must be much widened before it 
can justly be taken as that existing between Paul and the elder 
Apostles. We do not go so far as to say that there was open 
enmity between them, or active antagonism of any distinct 
character on the part of the Twelve to the Apostle of the Gentiles; 
but there is every reason to believe that they not only disliked his 
teaching, but endeavoured to counteract it by their own ministry 
of the circumcision. They not only did not restrain the opposition 
of their followers, but they abetted them in their counter-assertion 
of Judaistic views. Had the Twelve felt any cordial friendship for 
Paul, and exhibited any active desire for the success of his ministry 
of the uncircumcision, it is quite impossible that his work could 
have been so continuously and vexatiously impeded by the 
persecution of the Jewish Christian party. The Apostles may not 
have possessed sufficient influence or authority entirely to control 
the action of adherents, but it would be folly to suppose that, if 
unanimity of views had prevailed between them and Paul, and a 
firm and consistent support had been extended to him, such 
systematic resistance as he everywhere encountered from the party 
professing to be led by the “ pillar ” Apostles could have been 
seriously maintained, or that he could have been left alone and 
unaided to struggle against it. If the relations between Paul and 
the Twelve had been such as are intimated in the Acts of the 
Apostles, his Epistles must have presented undoubted evidence of 
the fact. Both negatively and positively they testify the absence 
of all support, and the existence of antagonistic influence on the 
part of the elder Apostles; and external evidence fully confirms the 
impression which the Epistles produce.3

1 We do not think it worth while to refer to the argument that the collections 
made by Paul for the poor of Jerusalem, etc., in times of distress prove the 
unanimity which prevailed lretween them. Charity is not a matter of doctrine, 
and the Good Samaritan does not put the suffering man through his catechism 
licfore he relieves his wants.

3 “ Everywhere in the Epistles of St. Paul and in the Acts of the Apostles 
we find traces of an opposition between the Jew and the Gentile, the circum
cision and the uncircumcision. It is found not only in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, but in a scarcely less aggravated form in the two Epistles to the 
Corinthians, softened, indeed, in the Epistle to the Romans, and yet distinctly 
traceable in the Epistle to the Philippians; the party of the circumcision 
appearing to triumph in Asia, at the very close of the Apostle’s life, in the 
second Epistle to Timothy. In all these Epistles we have proofs of a reaction 
to Judaism; but, though they are addressed to Churches chiefly of Gentile origin, 
never of a reaction to heathenism. Could this have been the case unless 
within the Church itself there had been a Jewish party urging upon the members
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From any point of view which may be taken, the Apocalypse is 
an important document in connection with this point. If it be 
accepted as a work of the Apostle John—the preponderance of 
evidence and critical opinion assigns it to him—this book, of 
course, possesses the greatest value as an indication of his views. 
If it be merely regarded as a contemporary writing, it still is most 
interesting as an illustration of the religious feeling of the period. 
The question i s : Does the Apocalypse contain any reference to 
the Apostle Paul, or throw light upon the relations between him 
and the elder Apostles ? If it do so, and be the work of one of 
the a~rvXoi, nothing obviously could be more instructive. In the 
messages to the seven churches there are references and denuncia
tions which, in the opinion of many able critics, are directed 
against the Apostle of the Gentiles and his characteristic teaching. 
Who but Paul and his followers can be referred to in the Epistle 
to the Church of Ephesus: “ I know thy works, and thy labour, 
and thy patience, and that thou canst not bear wicked persons: 
and didst try them which say they are Apostles and are not, and 
didst find them liars”?' Paul himself informs us not only of his 
sojourn in Ephesus, where he believed that “ a great and effectual 
door” was opened to him, but adds, “ there are many adversaries” 
(avriKilfuvoi nokkol).1 The foremost charge brought against 
the churches is that they have those that hold the teaching of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling-block before the 
sons of Israel, “ to eat things offered unto idols.”3 The teaching of

of the Church the performance of a rite repulsive in itself, if not as necessary to 
salvation, at any rate as a counsel of perfection, seeking to make them in Jewish 
language, not merely proselytes of the gate, hut proselytes of righteousness ? 
What, if not this, is the reverse side of the Epistles of St. Paul ?—that is to say, 
the motives, object, or basis of teaching of his opponents, who came with 
‘ epistles of commendation ’ to the Church of Corinth (2 Cor. iii. I ) ; who pro
fess themselves ‘ to be Christ’s ’ in a special sense (2 Cor. x. 7 ); who say they 
are of Apollos, or Cephas, or Christ (I Cor. i. 12); or James (Gal. ii. 12I; who 
preach Christ of contention (Phil. i. 15, 17); who deny St. Paul’s authority 
(I Cor. ix. t, Gal. iv. 16); who slander his life (1 Cor. ix. 3,7). We meet 
these persons at every turn. Are they the same, or different ? Are they mere 
chance opponents, or do they represent to us one spirit, one mission, one 
determination to root out the Apostle and his doctrine from the Christian Church? 
Nothing but the fragmentary character of St. Paul’s writings could conceal from 
us the fact that here was a concerted and continuous opposition ” (Jowett, The 
Eps. o f St. Paul, i., p. 332 f.).

' ii. 2. a I Cor. xvi. 9.
3 Apoc. ii. 14, 20. We do not enter upon the discussion as to the exact 

interpretation of woprevcai, always associated with the tpayelv eiSuXiffvra, 
regarding which opinions differ very materially. It is probable that the 
Apocalyptist connected the eating of things offered to idols with actual 
idolatrous worship. It is not improbable that the maxim of Paul, “ all things 
are lawful unto m e” (rdera pot t&oTiv), I Cor. vi. 12, x. 23, may have been 
abused by his followers; and, in any case, such a sentiment, coupled with Paul’s
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Paul upon this point is well known, i Cor. viii. i f., x. 25 f., Rom.
xiv. 2 f., and the reference here cannot be mistaken; and when in 
the Epistle to the Church of Thyatira, after denouncing the teach
ing “ to eat things offered unto idols,” the Apocalyptist goes on to 
encourage those who have not this teaching, “ who knew not the 
depths of Satan (ra /3a(hj to? a-arava),1 as they say ” the ex
pression of Paul himself is taken to denounce his doctrine; for the 
Apostle, defending himself against the attacks of those parties “ of 
Cephas ” and “ of Christ ” in Corinth, writes : “ But God revealed 
(them) to us through his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
even the depths of God ” (ra /3a0i) to?  Ocov)— “ the depths of 
Satan” rather, retorts the Judaistic author of the Apocalypse. 
tu f3ad>i does not occur elsewhere in the New Testament. 
Again, in the address to the Churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia, 
when the writer denounces those “ who say that they are Jews, and 
are not, but a synagogue of Satan,”2 whom has he in view but 
those Christians whom Paul had taught to consider circumcision 
unnecessary and the law abrogated ? We find Paul, in the Epistle 
to the Corinthians, so often quoted, obliged to defend himself 
against these Judaising parties upon this very point: “ Are they 
Hebrews ? so am I. Are they Israelites ? so am I. Are they 
Abraham’s seed ? so am I .”3 It is manifest that his adversaries 
had vaunted their own Jewish origin as a title of superiority over 
the Apostle of the Gentiles.

We have, however, further evidence of the same attack 
upon Paul regarding this point. Epiphanius points out that 
the Ebionites denied that Paul was a Jew, and asserted that 
he was born of a Gentile father and mother, but that, having 
gone up to Jerusalem, he became a proselyte and submitted 
to circumcision in the hope of marrying a daughter of the high 
priest. But afterwards, according to them, enraged at not secur
ing the maiden for his wife, Paul wrote against circumcision and 
the Sabbath and the law.'* The Apostle Paul, whose constant 
labour it was to destroy the particularism of the Jew and raise the 
Gentile to full, free, and equal participation with him in the 
benefits of the New Covenant, could not but incur the bitter dis
pleasure of the Apocalyptist, for whom the Gentiles were, as such, 
the type of all that was common and unclean. In the utterances 
of the seer of Patmos we seem to hear the expression of all that

teaching and his abandonment of the Law, must have appeared absolute licence 
to the Judaistic party. We must also pass over the discussion regarding the 
signification of “ Balaam.” The Nicolaitans are not only classed as followers 
of the teaching of Balaam, but as adherents of Paul.

1 Apoc., ii. 24. This is the reading of P, and some other codices; A, B, 
C, read rd ftadta.

2 Apoc., ii. 9, iii. 9. 3 2 Cor. xi. 22 ; cf. Philip, iti. 4 f. * H itr., xxx. 16.
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Judaistic hatred and opposition which pursued the Apostle who 
laid the axe to the root of Mosaism, and, in his efforts to free 
Christianity from trammels which, more than any other, retarded 
its triumphant development, aroused against himself all the 
virulence of Jewish illiberality and prejudice. The results 
at which we have arrived might be singularly confirmed by 
an examination of the writings of the first tw*o centuries, and 
by observing the attitude assumed towards the Apostle of the 
Gentiles by such men as Justin Martyr, Papias, Hegesippus, and 
the author of the Clementines; but we have already devoted too 
much space to this subject, and here we must reluctantly leave it.

The steps by which Christianity was gradually freed from the 
trammels of Judaism, and became a religion of unlimited range 
and universal fitness, were clearly not those stated in the Acts 
of the Apostles. Its emancipation from Mosaism was not 
effected by any liberal action or enlightened guidance on the 
part of the elder Apostles. At the death of their Master the 
Twelve remained closely united to Judaism, and evidently were 
left without any understanding that Christianity was a new 
religion which must displace Mosaic institutions, and replace 
the unbearable yoke of the law by the divine liberty of the 
Gospel. To the last moment regarding which we have any 
trustworthy information, the Twelve, as might have been expected, 
retained all their early religious customs and all their Jewish 
prejudices. They were simply Jews believing that Jesus was 
the Messiah; and if the influence of Paul enlarged their views 
upon some minor points, we have no reason to believe that 
they ever abandoned their belief in the continued obligation of 
the law, and the necessity of circumcision for full participation 
in the benefits of the Covenant. The author of the Acts would 
have us believe that they required no persuasion, but anticipated 
Paul in the gospel of uncircumcision.

It is not within the scope of this work to inquire how 
Paul originally formed his views of Christian universalism. 
Once formed, it is easy to understand how rapidly they 
must have been developed and confirmed by experience 
amongst the Gentiles. Whilst the Twelve still remained 
in the narrow circle of Judaism and could not be moved 
beyond the ministry of the circumcision, Paul, in the larger and 
freer field of the world, must daily have felt more convinced 
that the abrogation of the law and the abandonment of circumci
sion were essential to the extension of Christianity amongst the 
Gentiles. He had no easy task, however, to convince others of 
this, and he never succeeded in bringing his elder colleagues over 
to his views. To the end of his life Paul had to contend with 
bigoted and narrow-minded opposition within the Christian body,
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and if his views ultimately triumphed, and the seed which he 
sowed eventually yielded a rich harvest, he himself did not 
live to see the day, and the end was attained only by slow 
and natural changes. The new religion gradually extended 
beyond the limits of Judaism. Gentile Christians soon out
numbered Jewish believers. The Twelve whose names were 
the strength of the Judaistic opposition one by one passed 
away; but, above all, the fall of Jerusalem and the dispersion of 
the Christian community secured the success of Pauline principles 
and the universalism of Christianity. The Church of Jerusalem 
could not bear transplanting. In the uncongenial soil of Pella 
it gradually dwindled away, losing first its influence and, soon 
after, its nationality. The divided members of the Jewish party, 
scattered amongst the Gentiles, and deprived of their influential 
leaders, could not long retard the progress of the liberalism 
which they still continued to oppose and to misrepresent. In 
a word, the emancipation of Christianity was not effected by the 
Twelve, was no work of councils, and no result of dreams ; but, 
receiving its first great impulse from the genius and the energy of 
Paul, its ultimate achievement was the result of time and natural 
development.

We have now patiently considered the “ Acts of the Apostles,” 
and although it has in no way been our design exhaustively to 
examine its contents, we have more than sufficiently done so to 
enable the reader to understand the true character of the document 
The author is unknown, and it is no longer possible to identify 
him. If he were actually the Luke whom the Church indicates, 
our results would not be materially affected ; but the mere fact 
that the writer is unknown is obviously fatal to the Acts as a 
guarantee of miracles. A cycle of supernatural occurrences could 
scarcely, in the estimation of any rational mind, be established by 
the statement of an anonymous author, and more especially one 
who not only does not pretend to have been an eye-witness of most 
of the miracles, but whose narrative is either uncorroborated by 
other testimony or inconsistent with itself, and contradicted on 
many points by contemporary documents.

The phenomena presented by the Acts of the Apostles 
become perfectly intelligible when we recognise that it is the 
work of a writer living long after the occurrences related, whose 
pious imagination furnished the Apostolic age with an elaborate 
system of supernatural agency, far beyond the conception of 
any other New Testament writer, by which, according to his 
view, the proceedings of the Apostles were furthered and directed, 
and the infant Church miraculously fostered. On examining
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other portions of his narrative, we find that they present the 
features which the miraculous elements rendered antecedently 
probable. The speeches attributed to different speakers are 
all cast in the same mould, and betray the composition of one 
and the same writer. The sentiments expressed are inconsistent 
with what we know of the various speakers, and when we 
test the circumstances related by previous or subsequent inci
dents and by trustworthy documents, it becomes apparent that 
the narrative is not an impartial statement of facts, but a repro
duction of legends or a development of tradition, shaped and 
coloured according to the purpose or the pious views of the 
writer.

Our comparison of passages of his two works with the writings 
of the Jewish historian Josephus seems to us to prove that the 
date at which the author of the third Synoptic and the Acts of the 
Apostles composed those works must be set at least at the begin
ning of the second century, and he is thus so far removed from 
the events which he chronicles that there is ample room, if not 
necessity, for the exercise of imagination in narrating the career 
of the Apostles who are supposed to carry on the work of Jesus 
after his death. In the third Gospel he had, certainly, the records 
of earlier writers, to whom he refers in his opening lines, to guide 
him ; and here his exaggeration is not so extreme as it became 
after he proceeded to relate the course of Christianity, when Peter, 
James, and John extended their missionary labours, and Paul 
became the eloquent Apostle of the Gentiles. The Acts of the 
Apostles, composed with more unfettered imagination, bears none 
of the marks of sober veracity. The Epistles of Paul enable us 
to correct his statements and to recognise his zealous, but 
ineffectual, efforts to harmonise the teaching of the elder Apostles, 
to whom Christianity was still merely a development of Judaism, 
with the new and enlarged doctrines of the Apostle of the Uncir
cumcision, which transformed the Mosaic precepts into a universal 
religion.

Written by an author who was not an eye-witness of the miracles 
related; who describes events not as they really occurred, but as 
his pious imagination supposed they ought to have occurred; who 
seldom touches history without distorting it by legend, until the 
original elements can scarcely be distinguished ; who puts his own 
words and sentiments into the mouths of the Apostles and other 
persons of his narrative; and who represents almost every phase 
of the Church in the Apostolic age as influenced, or directly pro
duced, by supernatural agency such a work is of no value as 
evidence for occurrences which are in contradiction to all 
experience. The Acts of the Apostles, therefore, is not only an 
anonymous work, but upon due examination its claims to be
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considered sober and veracious history must be emphatically 
rejected. It cannot strengthen the foundations of supernatural 
religion, but, on the contrary, by its profuse and indiscriminate 
use of the miraculous it discredits miracles, and affords a clearer 
insight into their origin and fictitious character.
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PART V.

T H E  D I R E C T  E V I D E N C E  FOR M I R A C L E S  

CHAPTER I.

THE EPISTLES AND THE APOCALYPSE

T u r n in g  from the Acts of the Apostles to the other works of the 
New Testament, we shall be able very briefly to dispose of the 
Catholic Epistles, the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the Apocalypse. 
The so-called Epistles of James, Jude, and John do not contain 
any evidence which, even supposing them to be authentic, really 
bears upon our inquiry into the reality of miracles and Divine 
Revelation; and the testimony of the Apocalypse affects it quite 
as little. We have already, in examining the fourth Gospel, had 
occasion to say a good deal regarding both the so-called Epistles 
of John and the Apocalypse. It is unnecessary to enter upon a 
more minute discussion of them here. “ Seven books of the New 
Testament,” writes Dr. Westcott, “ as is well known, have been 
received into the Canon on evidence less complete than that by 
which the others are supported.”1 These are “ the Epistles of 
James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, to the Hebrews, and the 
Apocalypse.” We have already furnished the means of judging of 
the nature of the evidence upon which some of the other books 
have been received into the Canon, and, the evidence for most of 
these being avowedly “ less complete,” its nature may be con
ceived. Works which for a long period were classed amongst the 
Antilegomena, or disputed books, and which only slowly acquired 
authority as, in the lapse of time, it became more difficult to 
examine their claims, could not do much to establish the reality of 
miracles. With regard to the Epistle to the Hebrews, we may 
remark that we are freed from any need to deal at length with it, 
not only by the absence of any specific evidence in its contents, 
but by the following consideration. If the Epistle be not by Paul 
—and it not only is not his, but does not even pretend to be so—

3C
1 On the Canon, 4th ed., p. 347. 
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the author is unknown, and therefore the document has no weight 
as testimony. On the other hand, if assigned to Paul, we shall 
have sufficient ground in his genuine Epistles for considering the 
evidence of the Apostle, and it could not add anything even if the 
Epistle to the Hebrews were included in the number.

The first Epistle of Peter might have required more detailed 
treatment, but we think that little could be gained by demonstra
ting that the document is not authentic, or showing that, in any 
case, the evidence which it could furnish is not of any value. On 
the other hand, we are averse to protract the argument by any 
elaboration of mere details which can be avoided. If it could be 
absolutely proved that the Apostle Peter wrote the Epistle circu
lating under his name, the evidence for miracles would only be 
strengthened by the fact that, incidentally, the doctrine of the 
Resurrection of Jesus is maintained. No historical details are 
given, and no explanation of the reasons for which the writer 
believed in it. Nothing more would be proved than the point 
that Peter himself believed in the Resurrection. It would certainly 
be a matter of very deep interest if we possessed a narrative 
written by the Apostle himself, giving minute and accurate details 
of the phenomena in consequence of which he believed in so  
miraculous an event; but since this Epistle does nothing more 
than allow us to infer the personal belief of the writer, unaccom
panied by corroborative evidence, we should not gain anything by 
accepting it as genuine. We are quite willing to assume, without 
further examination, that the Apostle Peter in some way believed 
in the Resurrection of his Master. For the argument regarding 
the reality of that stupendous miracle, upon which we are 
about to enter, this is tantamount to assuming the authenticity of 
the Epistle.

Coming to the Epistles of Paul, it will not be necessary to go 
into the evidence for the various letters in our New' Testament 
which are ascribed to him, nor shall we require to state the 
grounds upon which the authenticity of many of them is denied. 
Accepting the Epistles to the Galatians, Corinthians, and Romans 
in the main as genuine compositions of the Apostle, the question 
as to the origin of the rest, so far as our inquiry is concerned has 
little or no interest. From these four letters we obtain the w hole 
evidenceof Paul regarding miracles, and this we nowpropose carefully 
to examine. One point in particular demands our fullest attention. 
It is undeniable that Paul preached the doctrine of the Resur
rection and Ascension of Jesus and believed in those events. 
Whilst, therefore, we shall not pass over his supposed testimony 
for the possession of miraculous powers, we shall chiefly devote 
our attention to his evidence for the central dogmas,of Super
natural Religion, the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus. We
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THE EVIDENCE FOR MIRACLES 755
shall not limit our examination to the testimony of Paul, 
but, as the climax of the historical argument for miracles 
endeavour to ascertain the exact nature of the evidence upon 
which belief is claimed for the actual occurrence of those 
stupendous events. For this our inquiry into the authorship and 
credibility of the historical books of the New Testament has at 
length prepared us, and it will be admitted that, in subjecting 
these asserted miracles to calm and fearless scrutiny—untinged by 
irreverence or disrespect, if personal earnestness and sincere sym
pathy with those who believe are any safeguards—the whole theory 
of Christian miracles will be put to its final test.
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CHAPTER II.

THE EVIDENCE OF PAUL

I t  is better, before proceeding to examine the testimony of Paul 
for the Resurrection, to clear the way by considering his evidence 
for miracles in general, apart from that specific instance. In an 
earlier portion of this work' the following remark was made : 
“ Throughout the- New Testament, patristic literature, and the 
records of ecclesiastical miracles, although we have narratives o f  
countless wonderful works performed by others than the writer, 
and abundant assertion of the possession of miraculous power 
by the Church, there is no instance that wre can remember in 
which a writer claims to have himself performed a miracle.”’ It 
is asserted that this statement is erroneous, and that Paul does 
advance this claim. It may be well to quote the moderate words 
in which a recent able writer states the case, although not with 
immediate reference to the particular passage which we have
quoted : “....... In these undoubted writings St. Paul certainly
shows, by incidental allusions, the good faith of which cannot be 
questioned, that he believed himself to be endowed with the 
power of working miracles, and that miracles—or what were 
thought to be such—were actually wrought both by him and by 
his contemporaries. He reminds the Corinthians that 1 the signs
of an Apostle were wrought among them....... in signs and
wonders and mighty deeds ’ (tv  o-Tjfitlois repao-i Kal Svva/xttrt 
—the usual words for the higher forms of miracle—2 Cor. xii. 12). 
He tells the Romans that ‘ he will not dare to speak of any of 
those things which Christ hath not wrought by3 him to make the 
Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, through mighty signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God ’ (tv  S w a /iti <n)fttiu>v

' Complete edition, vol. i., p. 200 f.
3 Dr. Kuenen has made a very similar remark regarding the Old Testament. 

He says : “ When Ezra and Nehemiah relate to us what they themselves did 
or experienced, there does not appear in their narratives a single departure 
from the common order of things. On the other hand, these departures 
are very numerous in the accounts which are separated by a greater or 
lesser interval from the time to which they refer"’ (D< Godsdiensl ixiit Israll, 
1869, i., p. 22).

3 These words are printed “ in him,” but we venture to correct what seems 
evidently to be a mere misprint, substituting “ by” (Jid), as in the authorised 
version, to which Dr. Sunday adheres throughout the whole of these passages, 
even when it does not represent the actual sense of the original.
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Kal Tipariov, ey S w a p ti irvevfmTos 0 eou, Rom. xv. 18, 19). He 
asks the Galatians whether ‘ he that ministereth to them the Spirit 
and worketh miracles (6 cvcpyiov Svyaptis) among them doeth it by 
the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?’ (Gal. iii. 5). 
In the first Epistle to the Corinthians he goes somewhat elaborately 
into the exact place in the Christian economy that is to be assigned 
to the working of miracles and gifts of healing (1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 
29).”-

YVe shall presently examine these passages, but we must first 
briefly deal with the question whether, taken in any sense, they 
furnish an instance “ in which a writer claims to have himself per
formed a miracle.” It must be obvious to any impartial reader 
that the remark made in the course of our earlier argument pre
cisely distinguished the general “ assertion of the possession of 
miraculous power by the Church,” from the explicit claim to have 
personally performed “ a miracle” in the singular. If, therefore, 
it were even admitted “ that St. Paul treats the fact of his working 
miracles as a matter of course, to which a passing reference is 
sufficient,” such “ incidental allusions ” would not in the least 
degree contradict the statement made, but, being the only instances 
producible, would in fact completely justify it. General and vague 
references of this kind have by no means the force of a definite 
claim to have performed some particular miracle. They partake 
too much of that indiscriminate impression of the possession and 
common exercise of miraculous powers which characterised the 
“ age of miracles ” to have any force. The desired instance, which 
is not forthcoming, and to which alone reference was made, was a 
case in which, instead of vague expressions, a writer, stating with 
precision the particulars, related that he himself had, for instance, 
actually raised some person from the dead. As we then added, 
even if Apostles had chronicled their miracles, the argument for 
their reality would not have been much advanced; but it is a 
curious phenomenon not undeserving of a moment’s attention that 
Apologists can only refer to such general passages, and cannot 
quote an instance in which a specific miracle is related in detail by 
the person who is supposed to have performed it. Passing refer
ences on a large scale to the exercise of miraculous power, whilst 
betraying a suspicious familiarity with phenomena of an exceptional 
nature, offer too much latitude for inaccuracy and imagination to 
have the weight of an affirmation in which the mind has been 
sobered by concentration to details. “ Signs and wonders,” indefi
nitely alluded to, may seem much more imposing and astonishing

1 Sanday, The Gospels in the Second Century, 1876, p. n  ; cf. Wcstcott, 
On the Canon, 4th ed., 1874, p. 30; Lightfoot, Conietnp. R e v 1875,
p- 854-
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than they really are, and it may probably be admitted by 
everyone that, if we knew the particulars of the occurrences which 
are thus vaguely indicated, and which may have been considered 
miraculous in a superstitious age, they might to us possibly appear 
no miracles at all. General expressions are liable to an exaggera
tion from which specific allegations are more frequently free. If it 
Ire conceded that the Apostle Paul fully believed in the possession 
by himself and the Church of divine Charismata, the indefinite 
expression of that belief, in any form, must not be made equiva
lent to an explicit claim to have performed a certain miracle, the 
particulars of which are categorically stated.

Passing from this to the more general question, the force 
of some of these objections will be better understood when 
we consider the passages in the Epistles which are quoted as ex
pressing Paul’s belief in miracles, and endeavour to ascertain his 
real views : what it is he actually says regarding miracles : and 
what are the phenomena which are by him considered to be 
miraculous. We shall not waste time in showing how, partly 
through the influence of the Septuagint, the words a-qfUiov, Ttpas, 
and Sura/iis came to be used in a p>eculiar manner by New 
Testament writers to indicate miracles. It may, however, be worth 
while to pause for a moment to ascertain the sense in which Paul, 
who wrote before there was a “ New Testament” at all, usually 
employed these words. In the four Epistles of Paul the word 
o-qfLtlov occurs six times. In Rom. iv. 11 Abraham is said to 
have received the “ sign (a-i/fUiov) of circumcision,” in which there 
is nothing miraculous. In r Cor. i. 22 it is said: “ Since both 
Jews require signs (mj/xuay and Greeks seek after wisdom and 
again, 1 Cor. xiv. 22 : “ Wherefore the tongues are for a sign 
(<n)fjL(Lov) not to the believing, but to the unbelieving,” etc. We 
shall have more to say regarding these passages presently, but just 
now we merely quote them to show the use of the word. The 
only other places in which it occurs3 are those pointed out, and 
which are the subject of our discussion. In Rom. xv. 19 the word 
is used in the plural and combined with rt/oas : “ in the p>ower of 
signs and wonders ” (o-7//m<ev «a'i t epanov) ; and in the second 
passage (2 Cor. xii. 12) it is employed twice, “ the signs (ra 
mjfuia) of the apostle ” and the second time again in combination 
with ripas and StVa/ns, “ both in signs ” (o->;/xftois), etc. The 
word t«/*xs is only twice met with in Paul’s writings ; that is to say, 
in Rom. xv. 19 and 2 Cor. xii. 12 ; and on both occasions, as we

' The singular ayifiuof of the authorised version must be abandoned before 
the almost unanimous testimony of all the older MSS.

2 In the Epistles which bear the name of Paul it is only to be found in 
2Thcss. ii. 9 , iii. 17.
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have just mentioned, it is combined with cnjfUiov.1 On the other 
hand, Paul uses Summits no less than 34 times,2 and, leaving for the 
present out of the question the passages cited, upon every occasion, 
except one, perhaps, the word has the simple signification of “power.” 
The one exception is Rom. viii. 38, where it occurs in the plural: 
Swd/jLtis, “ powers,” the Apostle expressing his persuasion that 
nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God, “ nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers (Swazis), nor height, nor depth,” etc. In 
1 Cor. xiv. 11, where the authorised version renders the original, 
“ Therefore, if I know not the meaning (Svvap.iv) of the voice,” it 
has still the same sense.

Before discussing the passages before us we must pointoutthat there 
is so much doubt, at least, regarding the authenticity of the last two 
chapters of the Epistle to the Romans that the passage (Rom. xv. 18, 
19) can scarcely be presented as evidence on such a point as the 
reality of miracles. We do not intend to debate the matter closely, 
but shall merely state a few of the facts of the case and pass on, for 
it would not materially affect our argument if the passage were 
altogether beyond suspicion. The Epistle, in our authorised text, 
ends with a long and somewhat involved doxology (xvi. 25-27); 
and we may point out here that it had already seemed to be 
brought to a close not only at the end of chap. xv. (33), but also at 
xvi. 20. The doxology (xvi. 25-27), which more particularly 
demands our attention, is stated by Origen3 to be placed in some 
MSS. at the end of chapter xiv.; and a similar statement is made 
by Cyril, Chrysostom, Theodoret, Theophylact, and others. We 
find these verses actually so placed in L, and in upwards of 220 
out of 250 cursive MSS. of Byzantine origin, in an account of 
ancient MSS. in Cod. 66, in most of the Greek Lectionaries, in 
the Slavonic and later Syriac versions as also in the Gothic, 
Arabic (in the polyglot and triglot text), and some MSS. of the 
Armenian. They are inserted both at the end of xiv. and at the 
end of the Epistle by the Alexandrian Codex,'* one of the most

1 rlpas is only met with elsewhere in the New Testament five times : Matt, 
xxiv. 24, Mark xiii. 22, John iv. 48, 2 Thess. ii. 9, Ileb. ii. 4.

2 Rom. i. 4, 16, 20, viii. 38, ix. 17, xv. 13, xv. 19 (twice), I Cor. i. 18, 24, 
ii. 4, 5, iv. 19, 20, v. 4, vi. 14, xii. 10, 28, 29, xiv. 11, xv. 24, 43, 56, 2 Cor. 
i. 8, iv. 7, vi. 7, viii. 3 (twice), xii. 9 (twice), 12, xiii. 4 (twice), and Gal. iii. 5.

3 “ .......In aliis vero exemplaribus, id est, in his qu.c non sunt a Alarcione
temerata, hoc if sum caput (xvi. 25-27) diverse position invenimus. In non- 
nullis ctenim codicibus post eum locum., quern supra diximus, hoc est ‘ o/nne 
quod non est ex fide peccatum est' (xiv. 23) statim cohcerens habetur: ‘ei autem, 
qui potent est vos confirmare' (xvi. 25-27). Alii vero codices in fine id, ut 
nunc est positum continent" (Comment, ad Rom., xvi. 25). This passage is 
only extant in the Latin version of Rufinus.

* xvi. 24 is wholly omitted by the Alexandrian, Vatican, and Sinaitic 
codices, and also by C and some other MSS.
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ancient manuscripts extant, and by some other MSS.1 Now, how 
came this doxology to be placed at all at the end of chapter xiv.? 
The natural inference is that it was so placed because that was the 
end of the Epistle. Subsequently, chapters xv. and xvi. being 
added, it is supposed that the closing doxology was removed from 
the former position and placed at the end of the appended matter. 
This inference is supported by the important fact that, as we leam 
from Origen,3 the last two chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, 
including the doxology (xvi. 25-27), did not exist in Marcion’s 
text, the most ancient form of it of which we have any knowledge. 
Tertullian, who makes no reference to these two chapters, speaks 
of the passage (Rom. xiv. 10) as at the close (in clausula) of the 
Epistle,3 and he does not call any attention to their absence from 
Marcion’s Epistle. Is it not reasonable to suppose that they did 
not form part of his copy? In like manner Irenaeus, who very 
frequently quotes from the rest of the Epistle, nowhere shows 
acquaintance with these chapters. The first writer who distinctly 
makes use of any part of them is Clement of Alexandria. It has 
been argued that Marcion omitted the two chapters because 
they contain what was opposed to his views, and because they 
had no dogmatic matter to induce him to retain them; but, whilst 
the two explanations destroy each other, neither of them is more 
than a supposition to account for the absence of what, it may with 
equal propriety be conjectured, never formed part of his text.

The external testimony does not stand alone, but is sup
ported by very strong internal evidence. We shall only indicate 
one or two points, leaving those who desire to go more deeply 
into the discussion to refer to works more particularly concerned 
with it, which we shall sufficiently indicate. It is a very singular 
thing that Paul, who, when he wrote this Epistle, had never been 
in Rome, should be intimately acquainted with so many persons

1 It is unnecessary for us to state that other codices, as B, C, D, E, 
and some cursive MSS., have the verses only at the end of xvi.; nor that 
they are omitted altogether by F, G, D***, and by MSS. referred to by 
Jerome.

3 “  Caput hoc (xvi. 25-27) Marcion, a quo Scriptune cvangclicce atque 
apostolicce interpolate sunt, do hac cpistola pcnitus abstulit. Et non so/um 
hoc, seii ct ab co loco, ubi script urn cst: Omne autcrn quod non cx fide, pcccalum 
est (xiv. 23), usque ad finem cuncta dissccuit" (Comment. ad Rom., xvi. 25). 
We shall not discuss the difference between "abstulit" and "dissccuit," 
nor the interpretation given by Nitzsch (Zcitschr. hist. Thcol., i860, p. 285 f-1 
to the latter word. Most critics agree that Marcion altogether omitted the 
chapters.

3 Adv. Marc., v. 14 ; Ronsch, Das N . T. Tertullian's, 1871, p. 349. The 
passages from Tertullian’s writings in which reference is supposed to be made 
to these chapters which are quoted by Ronsch (p. 350) do not show any 
acquaintance with them.
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there. The fact that there was much intercourse between Rome 
and other countries by no means accounts for the simultaneous 
presence there of so many of the Apostle’s personal friends. 
Aquila and Priscilla, who are saluted (xvi. 3), were a short time 
before (1 Cor. xvi. 19) in Ephesus.1 It may, moreover, be 
remarked as a suggestive fact that when, according to the Acts 
(xxviii. 14 f.), Paul very soon afterwards arrived in Rome, most of 
these friends seem to have disappeared, and the chief men of the 
Jews called together by Paul do not seem to be aware of the 
existence of a Christian body at Rome.2 Another point is con
nected with the very passage which has led to this discussion. In 
Rom. xv. 18, 19, we read: 18. “For I will not dare to speak of any 
of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, in order to 
(te’s) the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed, 19. in 
the power of signs and tvonders { i v  S v v a f i t t crrjfie im >  x a l  

TtpaTuiv) in the power of the Spirit (A Swdfiu Trvtv/uiTos) ; so 
that from Jerusalem and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 
preached the Gospel of Christ,” etc. The statement that “ from 
Jerusalem” he had “ fully preached” the Gospel is scarcely in 
agreement with the statement in the Epistle to the Galatians, 
i. 17-23, ii. 1 f. Moreover, there is no confirmation anywhere 
that the Apostle preached as far as Illyricum, which was then 
almost beyond the limits of civilisation. Baur suggests that in 
making his ministry commence at Jerusalem there is too evident 
a concession made to the Jewish Christians, according to whom 
every preacher of the Gospel must naturally commence his career 
at the holy city. It would detain us much too long to enter upon 
an analysis of these two chapters, and to show the repetition in 
them of what has already been said in the earlier part of the 
Epistle ; the singular analogies with the Epistles to the Corin
thians, not of the nature of uniformity of style, but of imita
tion ; the peculiarity of the mention of a journey to Spain as the 
justification of a passing visit to Rome, and perhaps a further 
apology for even writing a letter to the Church there which another 
had founded ; the suspicious character of the names which are 
mentioned in the various clauses of salutation; and to state many 
other still more important objections which various critics have 
advanced, but which would require more elaborate explanation 
than can possibly be given here. It will suffice for us to mention 
that the phenomena presented by the two chapters are so marked 
and curious that, for a century, they have largely occupied the 
attention of writers of all shades of opinion, and called forth very 
elaborate theories to account for them ; the apparent necessity for

* The writer of 2 Tim. iv. 19 represents them as in Ephesus. 
1 Acts xxviii. 21, 22.
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which in itself shows the insecure position of the passage.1 Semler, 
without denying the Pauline authorship of the two chapters, con
sidered they did not properly belong to the Epistle to the Romans. 
He supposed xvi. 3-16 to have been intended merely for the 
messenger who carried the Epistle, as a list of the persons to whom 
salutations were to be given, and to these chapter xv. was to be 
specially delivered. Paulus2 considered chapter xv. to be a separate 
letter, addressed specially to the leaders of the Roman Church, 
chapters i.-xiv. being the Epistle to the community in general. 
The Epistle then being sealed up and ready for any opportunity of 
transmission, but none presenting itself before his arrival in 
Corinth, the apostle there, upon an additional sheet, wrote xvi. and 
entrusted it with the letter to Phoebe. Eichhom5 supposed that 
the parchment upon which the Epistle was written was finished at 
xiv. 23; and, as Paul and his scribe had only a small sheet at 
hand, the doxology only, xvi. 25-27, was written upon the one 
side of it, and on the other the greetings and the apostolic bene
diction, xvi. 21 —24, and thus the letter was completed ; but, as it 
could not immediately be forwarded, the ajjostle added a fly-leaf 
with chapter xv. Bertholdt,4 Guericke,5 and 'others, adopted similar 
views more or less modified, representing the close of the Epistle 
to have been formed by successive postscripts. Renan6 has 
affirmed the Epistle to be a circular letter addressed to churches in 
Rome, Ephesus, and other places, to each of which only certain 
portions were transmitted with appropriate salutations and endings, 
which have all been collected into the one Epistle in the form in 
which we have it. David Schulz conjectured that xvi. 1—20 was 
an Epistle written from Rome to the church at Ephesus ; and this 
theory was substantially adopted by Ewald—who held that xvi. 
3-20 was part of a lost Epistle to Ephesus—and by many other 
critics.^ Of course the virtual authenticity of the xv.-xvi. chapters, 
nearly or exactly as they are, is affirmed by many writers. Baur, 
however, after careful investigation, pronounced the two chapters 
inauthentic, and in this he is followed by able critics.8 Under all 
these circumstances it is obvious that we need not occupy

1 Diss. de duptici apend. ep. P. ad Rom. 1767; Paraphr. epist. ad  Rom., 
1769, p. 290 f. 2 Uebers. u. Erkl. des Romer. u. Gala/erbr.. 1831, E in i

3 E M .,  iii. 232 f. 4 E inl., viii., p. 3303 f.
5 Gesammtgesch. N. T., p. 327 f. 6 SI. Paul, 1869, p. lxiii f.
7 Schulz, Stud. u. K rit., 1829, p. 609 f. ; Ewald, Stnds.hr, d. Paulus,

p. 345, anm., p. 428!. ; Laurent, N. T. Slud., 1866, p. 32 f. ; Mangold, 
Rimerbr., 1866, p. 38, 62; kitsch!, Jahrb. deutsehe Th., 1866,]). 352; Reuss, 
Gesch. N. T ., p. 98; Schott, Isagoge, p. 249 f . ; Weisse, Philos. Dogmatih, 
18.SS, i., p. 146.

8 Baur, Tiib. Zeitsehr., 1836, iii., p. 97 f. : Paulus, i., p. 393f. ; Lucht, Ueb. 
die beid. let:/. Cap. des Romerbr., 1871 ; Scholten, Theot. Tijdschr., 1876, 
p. 3 f.; Schwegler, Das nachap. Z., i., p. 296 ; ii. 123 f.; Volkmar, Romerbr.,
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ourselves much with the passage in Rom. xv. 18, 19, but our argu
ment will equally apply to it. In order to complete this view of 
the materials, we may simply mention, as we pass on, that the 
authenticity of 2 Cor. xii. 12 has likewise been impugned by a few 
critics, and the verse, or at least the words crr/pceion xal rtpaa-cv xal 
Svva/ua-iv, as well as Rom. xv. 19, declared an interpolation. This 
cannot, however, so far as existing evidence goes, be demonstrated; 
and, beyond the mere record of the fact, this conjecture does not 
here require further notice.

It may be well, before proceeding to the Epistles to the Corin
thians, which furnish the real matter for discussion, first to deal 
with the passage cited from Gal. iii. 5, which is as follows : “ He 
then that supplieth to you the Spirit and worketh powers (Svoa/itu) 
within you («V iyiir), (doeth he it) from works of law or from hear
ing of faith ?”' The authorised version reads, “ and worketh 
miracles among you but this cannot be maintained, and iv v/juv 
must be rendered “ within you,” the iv certainly retaining its natural 
signification when used with ivepydv, the primary meaning of 
which is itself to in-work. The vast majority of critics of all 
schools agree in this view.2 There is an evident reference to iii. 2, 
and to the reception of the Spirit, here further characterised as 
producing such effects within the minds of those who receive it,3 
the worker who gives the Spirit being God. The opinion most 
commonly held is that reference is here made to the “ gifts” 
(xa.pwrpa.Ta), regarding which the Apostle elsewhere speaks,* and

1875, p. 15 f., 129 f. ; cf. Iloltzmann, Zeitschr. wiss. Theol., 1874, p. 511 f. ; 
Lipsius, Protestantm-Bihet, 1872, p. 488, 612, 629 ; Rovers, Heeft Pau/us zi/A 
op wond. btroep., 1870, p. 15 f. ; Zeller, Apg. , p. 488. Some consider ch. xvi. 
alone inauthentic, as Davidson, Int. N. T ., ii., p. 137 ; Weiss, Das Marctis- 
evang., 1872, p. 495, anm. I.

1 6 obv CTtxoprryuv iipXv rb Tv/vua /cal ivepyCiv 5 irvdpecs cv upuv, i% (pyav 
vipov fi i£ d/corjc rlaTem  : Gal. iii. 5.

2 So Alford, Bisping, Ellicott, Ewald, Grotius, Hoffmann, Holtzmann, 
Light foot, Matthies, Meyer, Olshausen, Schott, Schrader, Usteri, De Wette, 
Wieseler, Wordsworth, etc., in 1.

3 Olshausen, for instance, says : “ Das iv vpiv ist nicht zu fassen: unter 
euch, sondtrn =  tv /capitacs vauiv, in dem die Gcisleswirkung ais cine innerliche 
gcdaeht ist ” (Ribl. Comm. , iv., p. 58).

* Dr. Lightfoot says on the words “ ivepywv ivvdficis iv i/piv (Comp. 
I Cor. xii. 10), tvepytipara iivdpeuv (with vv. 28, 29), Matt. xiv. 2, at 
iwdpect ivepyovenv tv airr/p (comp. Mark vi. 14). These passages favour the 
sense ‘ worketh miraculous powers in you,’ rather than ‘ worketh miracles 
among you’: and this meaning also accords better with the context: (comp. 
I Cor. xii. 6), b i t  airrbs debs b iv/pry Co v rd rdvra iv raaiv. What 
was the exact nature of these ‘ powers,’ whether they were exerted over the 
physical or the moral world, it is impossible to determine. The limitations 
implied in I Cor. xii. 10, and the general use of ivvdpcis, point rather to the 
former. It is important to notice how here, as in the Epistle to the Corinthians, 
St. Paul assumes the possession of these extraordinary powers by his converts
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which we shall presently discuss ; but this is by no means certain, 
and cannot be determined. It is equally probable that he may 
refer to the spiritual effect produced upon the souls of the 
Galatians by the Gospel which he so frequently represents as a 
“ power ” of God. In any case, it is clear that there is no 
external miracle referred to, and even if allusion to Charismata be 
understood we have yet to ascertain precisely what these were. 
We shall endeavour to discover whether there was anything in the 
least degree miraculous in these “ gifts,” but there is no affirmation 
in this passage which demands special attention, and whatever 
general significance it may have will be met when considering the 
others which are indicated.

The first passage in the Epistles to the Corinthians, which is 
pointed out as containing the testimony of Paul both to the 
reality of miracles in general and to the fact that he himself per
formed them, is the following (2 Cor. xii. 12): “ Truly the signs 

of the Apostle were wrought in you (Karttpyaa-dii tv 
vpiv) in all patience, both in signs and wonders and powers (tY 
crr/ptlois r t  kill TtpaiTLv Ka.L Svvdfxta-tv).”1 We have to justify two 
departures in this rendering from that generally received. The 
first of these is the adoption of “ wrought in you,” instead of 
“ wrought among you and the second, the simple use of 
“ powers ” for Swa/xtts, instead of “ mighty works.” We shall 
take the second first. We have referred to every passage except 
1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29, in which Paul makes use of the word 
Svvdptis, and, fortunately, they are sufficiently numerous to afford 
us a good insight into his practice. It need not be said that the 
natural sense of 81ivd/uis is in no case “ mighty works ” or 
miracles, and that such an application of the Greek word is 
peculiar to the New Testament and, subsequently, to Patristic 
literature. There is, however, no ground for attributing this use 
of the word to Paul. It is not so used in the Septuagint, and it 
is quite evident that the Apostle does not employ it to express 
external effects or works, but spiritual phenomena or potentiality. 
In the passage (Gal. iii. 5) which we have just discussed, where the 
word occurs in the plural, as here, it is understood to express 
“ powers.” We may quote the rendering of that passage by the 
Bishop of Gloucester : “ He then, I  say, that ministereth to you 
the Spirit and worketh mighty powers within you, doeth he it by the 
works of the law or by the report of faith ?"J Why “ mighty ”

as an acknowledged fact” (Ep. to the da l., p. 135) ; cf. Wordsworth, dk. Test., 
St. Paul's Epistles, p. 57, and especially p. 128, where, on I Cor. xii. l i ,  Dr*
Wordsworth notes: “  irepyet] in-worketh,” and quotes Cyril, **.......and the
Holy Spirit works in every member of Christ’s body,” etc.

1 2 Cor. xii. 12.
3 Ellicott, St. Paul's Ep. to the Galatians, 4th ed., 1867, p. 154 f.
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should be inserted it is difficult to understand; but the word is 
rightly printed in italics to show that it is not actually expressed in
the Greek. “ What was the exact nature of these ‘ powers ’.......
it is impossible to determine,” observes another scholar quoted 
above,1 on the same passage.2 In 1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29, where 
the plural Swaptcs again occurs, the intention to express 
“ powers "3 and not external results—miracles—is perfectly clear, 
the word being in the last two verses used alone to represent the 
“ gifts.” In all of these passages the word is the representative of 
the “ powers” and not of the “ effects.”4 This interpretation is 
rendered more clear by, and at the same time confirms, the pre
ceding phrase, “ were wrought in you ” (Kartipyao-Oi) tv  vpiv). 
“ Powers ” (8uvd/i«s), as in Gal. iii. 5, are worked “ within you,” 
and, the rendering of that passage being so settled, it becomes 
authoritative for this. If direct confirmation of Paul’s meaning 
be required, we have it in Rom. vii. 8, where we find the
same verb used with tv  in this sense: “ But sin.......wrought in
me (icaretpycuraro iv  ifiol) all manner of coveting,” e tc .: and 
with this may also be compared 2 Cor. vii. 11....... “ what earnest
ness it WTOUght in you ” (Ka.Ttipyacra.TO tv5 vp.lv). It was thus 
Paul’s habit to speak of spiritual effects wrought “ within,” and, as 
he referred to the “ powers ” (Svvdpcn) worked “ within ” the 
souls of the Galatians, so he speaks of them here as “wrought in ” 
the Corinthians. It will become clear as we proceed that the 
addition to Svvaptu  of “ signs and wonders ” does not in the 
least affect this interpretation. In 1 Cor. xiv. 22 the Apostle 
speaks of the gift of “ tongues ” as “ a sign ” (orjptlov).

Upon the supposition that Paul was affirming the actual per
formance of miracles by himself, how extraordinary becomes the 
statement that they “ were wrought in all patience,” for 
it is manifest that “ in all patience ” («v itdcrp vttopovjj) does 
not form part of the signs, as some have argued, but must 
be joined to the verb (KaTtipyajo-Grj).6 It may be instruc
tive to quote a few words of Olshausen upon the point: “ The 
iv -racrg viropovp is not altogether easy. It certainly cannot be 
doubtful that it is to be joined to KaTtipyda-drp and not to what 
follows; but for what reason does Paul here make it directly

1 Dr. Lightfoot, see note 2, p. 337.
2 It is rendered “ vertues” in Wyclif’s version.
3 “ Suvifieic] powers. ¥ com persons he passes to things?' etc. Wordsworth, 

on I Cor. xii. 28, Gk. Test. , St. Paul's Epistles, p. 129.
4 Grotins renders Swi/j.«riv =  virtutibus ad 2 Cor. xii. 12 (Annot. in N. T ., 

vi. 539)-
5 i r  is found in C, F, G, and other MSS., although it is omitted in the 

other great codices ; this, however, does not affect the argument.
6 So Alford, Billroth, Ewald, Maier, Meyer, Neander, Olshausen, Osiander, 

de Wette, etc., 1. c.
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prominent that he wrought his signs in all patience ? It seems to 
me probable that in this there may be a reproof to the Corinthians, 
who, in spite of such signs, still showed themselves wavering 
regarding the authority of the Apostle. In such a position, Paul 
would say, he had, patiently waiting, allowed his light to shine 
amongst them, certain of ultimate triumph.”* This will hardly be 
accepted by anyone as a satisfactory solution of the difficulty, 
which is a real one if it be assumed that Paul, claiming to have 
performed miracles, wrought them “ in all patience.” Besides, the 
matter is complicated, and the claim to have himself performed a 
miracle still more completely vanishes, when we consider the fact 
that the passive construction of the sentence does not actually 
represent Paul as the active agent by whom the signs were 
wrought. “ Truly the signs of the apostle were wrought,” but 
how wrought ? Clearly he means by the Spirit, as he distinctly 
states to the Galatians. To them “ Jesus Christ (the Messiah) 
was fully set forth crucified,” and he asks them : Was it from 
works of the law, or from hearing in faith the Gospel thus 
preached to them, that they “ received the Spirit” ? and that he 
who supplies the Spirit “ and worketh powers ” in them does so ? 
From faith, of course.2 The meaning of Paul, therefore, was this : 
His Gospel was preached among them “ in all patience,” which 
being received by the hearing of faith, the Spirit was given to 
them, and the signs of the apostle were thus wrought among them. 
The representation is made throughout the Acts that the apostles 
lay their hands on those who believe, and they receive the Holy 
Spirit and speak with tongues. If any special “ sign of the apostle ” 
can be indicated at all, it is this ; and in illustration we may 
point to one statement made in the Acts. Philip, the evangelist, 
who was not an apostle, is represented as going into Samaria and 
preaching the Messiah to the Samaritans, who give heed to the 
things spoken by him, and multitudes are baptised (viii. 5, 6, 12), 
but there was not the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which usually 
accompanied the apostolic baptism. “ And the Apostles in 
Jerusalem, having heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, sent unto them Peter and John ; who when they came down 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit— for as 
yet he had fallen upon none of them, but they had only been 
baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they (the 
Apostles) their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. ”3 We may further refer to the episode at Ephesus (Acts 
xix. i f . )  where Paul finds certain disciples who, having only been 
baptised into John’s baptism, had not received the Holy Spirit,

1 Olshausen, Bib I. Com., iii., p. 879 f.
3 Gal. iii. 1 f. 3 Acts viii. 14-17.
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nor even heard whether there was a Holy Spirit, (xix. 6.) “ And 
Paul having laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they were speaking with tongues and prophesying.”

When we examine Paul’s Epistles to the Corinthians, we find 
ample assurance that the interpretation here given of this passage 
is correct, and that he does not refer, as Apologists have 
maintained, to miracles wrought by himself, but to the Charismata, 
which were supposed to have been bestowed upon the Corinthians 
who believed, and which thus were the signs of his apostleship. 
The very next verse to that whi,ch is before us shows this : “ Truly
the signs of the Apostle were wrought in you in all patience.......
13. For (yap) what is there wherein ye were inferior to the other 
Churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to 
you ?” The mere performance of signs and wonders did not 
constitute their equality; but in the possession of the Charismata— 
regarding which so much is said in the first epistle, and which 
were the result of his preaching—they were not inferior to the other 
Churches, and only inferior, Paul says with his fine irony, in not 
having, like the other Churches with their apostles, been called 
upon to acquire the merit of bearing his charges. What could be 
more distinct than the Apostle’s opening address in the first 
Epistle : “ I thank my God always, on your behalf, for the grace 
of God which was given you in Christ Jesus; that in everything ye 
were enriched by him (at the time of their conversion1), in all 
utterance and in all knowledge—even as the testimony of Christ 
was confirmed in you—so th a t ye come behind in no gift 
(gapurpart),” etc. ? For this reason they were not inferior to 
the other Churches, and those were the signs of the Apostle which 
were wrought in them. Paul very distinctly declares the nature of 
his ministry amongst the Corinthians and the absence of other 
“ signs r Cor. i. 22 f. “ Since both Jews demand signs (aijpcia) 
and Greeks seek after wisdom, but .we (rip-tis Si) preach Christ 
crucified, unto Jews a stumbling-block and unto Gentiles foolish
ness, but unto those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power (Svvapnv) of God and the wisdom of God.” The 
contrast is here clearly drawn between the requirement of Jews 
(signs) and of Greeks (wisdom) and Paul’s actual ministry; no 
signs, but a scandal (<TKavSakov) to the Jew, and no wisdom, 
but foolishness to the Greek, but this word of the cross (Xoyos 
d t o ?  cnavpov) “ to us who are being saved is the power 
(SvyapLis) of God ” (i. i8).a The Apostle tells us what he 
considers the “sign of the Apostle,” when, more directly defending 
himself against the opponents who evidently denied his Apostolic 
claims, he says vehemently: 1 Cor. ix. 1 f. “ Am I not free ? Am

1 Stanley, Eps. to the Cor., p. 23. 3 And again Rom. i. 16, etc.
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I not an Apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Ixird ? are not ye my 
work in the I^ord > If I be not an Apostle unto others, yet doubt
less I am to you : fo r the sea/ Or f  p a y  i s) of my Apost/eskip 
are ye in the Lord/'' It cannot, we think, be doubted, when the 
passage (2 Cor. xii. 12) is attentively considered, that Paul does 
not refer to external miracles performed by him, but to the Charis
mata which he supposed to be conferred upon the Corinthian 
Christians on their acceptance of the Gospel which the Apostle 
preached. These Charismata, however, are advanced as miraculous, 
and the passages (1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29) are quoted in support of the 
statement we are discussing, and these now demand our attention.

It may be well at once to give the verses which are referred to, 
and in which it is said that Paul “ goes somewhat elaborately into 
the exact place in the Christian economy that is to be assigned to 
the working of miracles and gifts of healing” (1 Cor. xii. 10, 28, 
29). It is necessary for the full comprehension of the case that 
we should quote the context: xii. 4. “ Now there are diversities of 
gifts (xapuriuxTuv), but the same Spirit; 5. and there are 
diversities of ministries (SuikovuZv), and the same Lord ; 6. and 
there are diversities of workings (eVcpyr/parw), but it is the 
same God who worketh the all in all (6 Ivtpywv ra rravra tv 
ttoxtiv) : 7. But to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
(tfMvtpwtTi'i roe TTve/poLTos) for profit; 8. For to one is given 
by the Spirit a word of wisdom (Aoyos <ro<£t'as); to another a 
word of knowledge (A6yo? yvilxrtun) according to the same 
Spirit; 9. to another faith (rrurrts) in the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healings (\apUrpeira ia/ta-rw) in the one Spirit:
10. to another (inward) workings of powers (trtpyi'ipo.Ta Swap^utv) ; 
to another prophecy (rrpo<£»/Te«a); to another discerning of spirits 
(SiaKpuroi TrvtvpdTm’) ■ to another kinds of tongues (yevr/ y\«xr 
a w ) ; to another interpretation of tongues (cp/o/vcia yAuxrow) •
11. but all these worketh (ivtpyti) the one and the same Spirit,
dividing to each severally as he wills.” After illustrating this 
by showing the mutual dependence of the different members 
and senses of the body, the Apostle proceeds: v. 28. “ And 
God set some in the Church, first apostles, secondly prophets, 
thirdly teachers, after that powers (Surdpeis), after that gifts 
of healings (xapurpara laparm’), helpings govemings
(ki<fStpvr)<Tti<i), kinds of tongues (ycvo? yAexraw). 29. Are all 
apostles ? are all prophets ? are all teachers ? are all powers 
(Svvapets) ? 30. have all gifts of healings (xapurpara uipdruiv) ? 
do all speak with tongues (yAioo-iruis AaAoiVtv) ? do all interpret
(8iepp.i}vtvovtriv) ?”

1 Comp. Rom. iv. 11, “ and he (Abraham) received a sign (ornitior) of 
circumcision, a seal (<rtppaytda) of die righteousness of the faith,” etc.
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Before we commence an examination of this interesting and 
important passage, it is essential that we should endeavour to 
disabuse our minds of preconceived ideas. Commentators are 
too prone to apply to the Apostle’s remarks a system of interpre
tation based upon statements made by later and less-informed 
writers, and warped by belief in the reality of a miraculous element 
pervading all apostolic times, which have been derived mainly 
from post-apostolic narratives. What do we really know of the 
phenomena supposed to have characterised the Apostolic age, 
and which were later, and are now, described as miraculous? 
With the exception of what we glean from the writings of Paul, 
we know absolutely nothing from any contemporary writer and 
eye-witness. In the Gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles we 
have detailed accounts of many miracles said • to have been 
performed by the Apostles and others; but these narratives were 
all written at a much later period, and by persons who are 
unknown, and most of whom are not even affirmed to have been 
eye-witnesses.1 In the Acts of the Apostles we have an account 
of some of the very Charismata referred to by Paul in the passage 
above quoted, and we shall thus have the advantage of presently 
comparing the two accounts. We' must, however, altogether resist 
any attempt to insert between the lines of the Apostle’s writing 
ideas and explanations derived from the author of the Acts and 
from patristic literature, and endeavour to understand what it is 
he himself says and intends to say. It must not be supposed that 
we in the slightest degree question the fact that the Apostle Paul 
believed in the reality of supernatural intervention in mundane 
affairs, or that he asserted the actual occurrence of certain miracles. 
Our desire is as far as possible to ascertain what Paul himself has 
to say upon specific phenomena, now generally explained as 
miraculous, and thus, descending from vague generalities to more 
distinct statements, to ascertain the value of his opinion regarding 
the character of such phenomena. It cannot fail to be instructive 
to determine something of the nature of Charismata from an eye
witness who believed them to have been supernatural. His 
account, as we have seen, is the most precious evidence of the 
Church to the reality of the miraculous.

The first point which must be observed in connection with the 
Charismata referred to by Paul in the passage before us is that, 
whilst there are diversities amongst them, all the phenomena 
described are ascribed to “ one and the same Spirit dividing to 
each severally as he wills”; and, consequently, that, although there 
may be differences in their form and value, a supernatural origin

* It is suggestive that the curious passage, Mark xvi. 17-18, is not even by 
the author of the second Gospel, but a later addition.

3 D
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is equally assigned to all the “ gifts ” enumerated. What, then, are 
these Charismata? “A word of wisdom,” “ a word of knowledge,” 
and “ faith ” -are the first three mentioned. What the precise 
difference was, in Paul’s meaning, between the utterance of wisdom 
(cr<xf>ia) and of knowledge (ywucris) it is impossible now with 
certainty to say, nor is it very essential for us to inquire. The two 
words are combined in Rom. xi. 33 : “ O the depths of the riches 
and wisdom (croifttas) and knowledge (yvdxrem) of God!” and in 
this very Epistle some varying use is made of both words. Paul 
tells the Corinthians (1, i. 17) that Christ did not send him “ in 
wisdom of word ” (ovk tv <rcx£tp koyov) or utterance : and (ii. 1) “ not 
with excellency of word or wisdom ” (koyov 17 <ro<j>las, cf. ii. 4); 
and further on he says (i. 30) that Christ Jesus “ was made unto us 
wisdom (<ro0ia) • from God.” The most suggestive expressions' 
are the following, we think: 1 Cor. ii. 6. “ But we speak 
wisdom (<ro<f>iav) among the perfect, yet not the wisdom (crtxfUav) 
of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, that come to nought,
7. but we speak God’s wisdom (deov <ro<f>iav) in mystery, the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the ages unto our glory
8. which none of the rulers of this age has known, for had they 
known it they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. 9. But 
as it is written, ‘ What eye saw not,’ etc. 10. But unto us God
revealed them through the Spirit.......  11........... even so also the
things of God knoweth no one but the Spirit of God. 12. But we 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from 
God, that we might know the things that are freely given us by 
God ; 13. which things also we speak, not in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 
things to the spiritual ”• (TrvevfianKois ttvevfiaruta (rvyKplvovrts).

It is quite clear from all the antecedent context that Paul’s preach
ing was specially the Messiah crucified, “ Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom (<ro<j>lav) of God,” and we may conclude reasonably 
that the kayos <ro<fuas of our passage was simply the eloquent 
utterance of this doctrine. In like manner, we may get some 
insight into the meaning which Paul attached to the word “ know
ledge ” (yvwrts). It will be remembered that at the very opening 
of the first Epistle to the Corinthians Paul expresses his thankful
ness that in everything they were enriched in Christ Jesus: i. 5.
“ in all utterance (koytp) and in all knowledge (yvuxrii), 6. even as 
the testimony of the Christ was confirmed in you ” ; that is to say, 
according to commentators, by these very Charismata. Later,

1 The word 19 used in the following passages of Paul’s four Epistles :— Rom. 
xi -3 3 : 1 Cor. i. 17, 19, 20, 21 (twice), 22, 24, 30, ii. 1, 4, 5, 6 (twice), 7, 13, iii. 
19, xii. 8 ; 2 Cor. i. 12.

3 There is considerable room for doubt as to the real sense of this last 
phrase.
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speaking of “ tongues,” he says (1 Cor. xiv. 6): “ ....... What shall
I profit you, except I shall speak to you either in revelation or in 
knowledge (rv yra<r«), or in prophecy, or in teaching ?” We 
obtain a clearer insight into his meaning in the second Epistle, in 
the passage 2 Cor. ii. 14-16, and still more in iv. 3-6 and x. 5, 
where he describes metaphorically his weapons as not carnal, but 
strong through God, “ casting down reasonings and every high 
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of the 
Christ and if we ventured to offer an opinion, it would be that 
Paul means by Xoyos yvwatm  simply Christian theology. We 
merely offer this as a passing suggestion. Little need be said with 
regard to the gift of “ faith ” (trurris), which is perfectly 
intelligible.

Apologists argue that by these three “ gifts ” some supernatural 
form of wisdom, knowledge, and faith is expressed, and we shall 
have something more to say on the point presently ; but here we 
only point out that there is no ground for such an asser
tion except the fact that the Apostle ascribes to them a super
natural origin, or, in fact, believes in the inspiration of such 
qualities. All that can be maintained is that Paul accounts for 
the possession of characteristics which we now know to be natural 
by asserting that they are the direct gift of the Holy Spirit. There 
is not the faintest evidence to show that these natural capabilities 
did not antecedently exist in the Corinthians, and were not merely 
stimulated into action in Christian channels by the religious enthu
siasm and zeal accompanying their conversion ; but, on the con
trary, every reason to believe this to be the case, as we shall further 
see.1 In fact, according to the Apostolic Church, every quality 
was a supernatural gift, and all ability or excellence in practical 
life directly emanated from the action of the Holy Spirit.

We may now proceed to “ gifts of healings” {xapla-fiara 
lapdriov),2 which it will be noted are doubly in the plural, indi
cating, as is supposed, a variety of special gifts, each having 
reference probably to special diseases. What is there to show 
that there was anything more miraculous in “ gifts of healings ” 
than in the possession of an utterance of wisdom, an utterance of 
knowledge, or faith ? Nothing whatever. On the contrary, every
thing, from the unvarying experience of the world, to the inferences 
which we shall be able to draw from the whole of this information

1 We may here say that attempts have been made to show that the Apostle 
classifies the Charismata in groups of threes, and even sets forth the three persons 
of the Trinity as the several donors. It would be useless for us to touch upon 
the point.

* The word tana only occurs in the N. T. in I Cor. xii. 10, 28, 29. It might 
better be rendered “ means of healing,” or “ remedies.”
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regarding the Charismata, shows that there was no miraculous 
jiower of healing either possessed or exercised. Reference is fre
quently made to the passage in the so-called Epistle of James as 
an illustration of this, v. 14 : “ Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the Church, and let them pray over him, 
having anointed him with oil in the name of the Lord : 15. And
the prayer of faith shall save the afflicted, and the Lord shall raise 
him up ; and if he have committed sins, it shall be forgiven him." 
The context, how'ever, not only shows that in this there is no 
allusion to any gift of healing or miraculous power, but seems to 
ignore the existence of any such gift. The Epistle continues: 
v. 16. “ Confess therefore your sins one to another, and pray for 
one another that ye may be healed. The supplication of a 
righteous man availeth much when it is working.” And then the 
successful instance of the prayer of Elijah, that it might not rain, 
and again that it might rain, is given. The passage is merely an 
assertion of the efficacy of prayer, and if, as is not unfrequently 
done, it be argued that the gifts of healing were probably applied 
by means of earnest prayer for the sick, it may be said that this is 
the only “ gift” which is supposed to have descended to our 
times. It does not require much argument to show that the 
reality of a miraculous gift cannot be demonstrated by appealing 
to the objective efficacy of prayer. We may, in passing, refer 
Apologists who hold the authenticity of the Epistles to the 
Philippians and to Timothy to indications which do not quite 
confirm the supposition that a power of miraculous healing actually 
existed in the Apostolic Church. In the Epistle to the Philippians, 
ii. 25 f., Paul is represented as sending Epaphroditus to them 
(v. 26), “ Since he was longing after you all and was distressed 
because ye heard that he was sick. (27) For, indeed, he was sick 
nigh unto death ; but God had mercy on him ; and not on him 
only, but on me also, that I might not have sorrow upon sorrow.
1 sent him, therefore, the more anxiously, that, when ye see him, 
ye may rejoice again, and that I may be the less sorrowful” The 
anxiety felt by the Philippians, and the whole language of the 
writer, in this passage, are rather inconsistent with the knowledge 
that miraculous power of healing was possessed by the Church, 
and of course by Paul, which would naturally have been exerted 
for one in whom so many were keenly interested. Then, in
2 Tim. iv. 20, the writer says, “ Trophimus I left at Miletus sick.” 
If miraculous powers of healing existed, why were they not exerted 
in this case ? If they were exerted and failed for special reasons, 
why are these not mentioned ? It is unfortunate that there is so 
little evidence of the application of these gifts. On the other 
hand, we may suggest that medical art scarcely existed at that 
period in such communities, and that the remedies practised
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admirably lent themselves to the theory of “ gifts” of healings, 
rather than to any recognition of the fact that the accurate 
diagnosis of disease and successful treatment of it can only be the 
result of special study and experience.

The next gift mentioned is (v. io) “ workings of powers” 
(cvtpyrjfiaTa 8vvdfitu>v), very unwarrantably rendered in our 
“ authorised” version “ the working of miracles.” We have 
already said enough regarding Paul’s use of Suva/xts. The phrase 
before us would be even better rendered in- or inward-workings 
of powers,1 and the use made of tvtpydv by Paul throughout 
his Epistles would confirm this. It may be pointed out that, as 
the gifts just referred to are for “healings,” it is difficult to imagine 
any class of “ miracles ” which could well be classed under a 
separate head as the special “ working of miracles ” contemplated 
by Apologists. Infinitely the greater number of miracles related 
in the Gospels and Acts are “ healings ” of disease. Is it possible 
to suppose that Paul really indicated by this expression a distinct 
order of “ miracles ” properly so-called ? Certainly not. Neither 
the words themselves used by Paul, properly understood, nor the 
context, prermit us to suppose that he referred to the working of 
miracles at all. We have no intention of conjecturing what these 
“ pxrwers ” were supposed to b e ; it is sufficient that we show they 
cannot rightly be exaggerated into an assertion of the power of 
working miracles. It is much more probable that, in the 
expression, no external working by the gifted prerson is implied 
at all, and that the gift referred to “ in-workings of powers ” within 
his own mind, producing the ecstatic state, with its usual 
manifestations, or those visions and supposed revelations to which 
Paul himself was subject. Demoniacs, or persons supposed to be 
possessed of evil spirits, were called ivtpyoifitvoi, and it is easy 
to conceive how anyone under strong religious impressions, at that 
ep>och of most intense religious emotion, might, when convulsed 
by nervous or mental excitement, be supposed the subject of 
inward workings of powers supematurally imported. Every period 
of religious zeal has been marked by such phenomena.’ These 
conclusions are further corroborated by the next gifts enumerated. 
The first of these is “ prophecy” (irpo^Tjrda), by which is not 
intended the mere foretelling of events, but speaking “ unto men

1 Dr. Wordsworth has on I Cor. xii. 6, “  trepyrifi&Tur] in-wrought works. 
’RripyTIfia is more than I fry or. For iripyti/m  is not every work, it is an in- 
wrought work,” etc. On v. II : “ ire/ryei] in-worketh"; and on v. 28: 
“ Surdfieupowers" (Greek Test. St. Paul's Eps., p. 127 f.).

3 We may point out further instances of the use of i r tp y e i r  i r  in the New 
Testament, in addition to those already referred to, and which should be 
examined Ephes. i. 20, ii. 2, iii. 20; Phil. ii. 13; Col. i. 29 j 1 Thess.ii. 13; 
2 Thess. ii. 7.
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edification and exhortation and comfort," as the Apostle himself 
says (xiv. 3); and an illustration of this may be pointed out in 
Acts iv. 36, where the name Barnabas = “ Son of prophecy,” being 
interpreted is said to be “ Son of Exhortation” (vi&sirapaKAjjcrews). 
To this follows the “ discerning (or judging) of spirits” 
(Sia<c/)Kris TTven/iaTtov), a gift which, if we are to judge by 
Paul’s expressions elsewhere, was simply the exercise of natural 
intelligence and discernment. In an earlier part of the first 
Epistle, rebuking the Corinthians for carrying their disputes 
before legal tribunals, he says: vi. 5, “ Is it so that there is not 
even one wise man among you who shall be able to discern 
(SiaKpivau) between his brethren ?” Again, in xi. 3 r, “ But if we 
discerned (SitKpivop^v) we should not be judged (Upivofittia.)” 
(cf. v. 28, 29), and in xiv. 29, “ Let Prophets speak two or three, 
and let the others discern ” (SiaKpivtrtixrav).

We reserve the “ kinds of tongues ” and “ interpretation of 
tongues ” for separate treatment, and proceed to verses 28 f., in 
which, after illustrating his meaning by the analogy of the body, 
the Apostle resumes his observations upon the Charismata, and it 
is instructive to consider the rank he ascribes to the various gifts. 
He classes them: “ First Apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that powers, after that gifts of healings, helpings, 
govemings, kinds of tongues.” These so-called miraculous gifts 
are here placed in a lower class than those of exhortation and 
teaching, which is suggestive; for it is difficult to suppose that even 
a man like Paul could have regarded the possession of such palp
able and stupendous power as the instantaneous and miraculous 
healing of disease, or the performance of other miracles, below the 
gift of teaching or exhortation. It is perfectly intelligible that the 
practice of medicine as it was then understood, and the skill which 
might have been attained in particular branches of disease by 
individuals, not to speak of those who may have been supposed to 
be performing miracles when they dealt with cases of hysteria or 
mental excitement, might appear to the Apostle much inferior to a 
gift for imparting spiritual instruction and admonition ; but the 
actual possession of supernatural power, the actual exercise of what 
was believed to be the personal attribute of God, must have been 
considered a distinction more awful and elevated than any gift of 
teaching. It will be noticed also that other Charismata are here 
introduced, whilst “ discerning of spirits ” is omitted. The new 
gifts, “ helpings ” and “ govemings,” have as little a miraculous 
character about them as any that have preceded them. Is it not 
obvious that all special ability, all official capacity, is simply 
represented as a divine gift, and regarded as a “ manifestation of 
the Spirit ” ?

It is important in the highest degree to remember that the
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supposed miraculous Charismata are not merely conferred upon a 
few persons, but are bestowed upon all the members of the 
Apostolic Church.1 “ The extraordinary Charismata which the 
Apostles conferred through their imposition of hands,” writes Dr. 
von Dollinger, “ were so diffused and distributed that nearly 
every one, or at any rate many, temporarily at least, had a share 
in one gift or another. This was a solitary case in history, which 
has never since repeated itself, and which, in default of experience, 
we can only approximately picture to ourselves. One might say : 
the metal of the Church was still glowing, molten, formless, and 
presented altogether another aspect than, since then, in the condi
tion of the cold and hardened casting.”3 The apologetic repre
sentation of the case is certainly unique in history, and, there
fore, in its departure from all experience might well have 
excited suspicion. Difficult as it is to picture such a state, it is 
worth while to endeavour to do so to a small extent. Let us 
imagine communities of Christians, often of considerable impor
tance, in all the larger cities as well as in smaller towns, all or 
most of the members of which were endowed with supernatural 
gifts, and, amongst others, with power to heal diseases and to 
perform miracles; all the intellectual and religious qualities 
requisite for the guidance, edification, and government of the 
communities supplied abundantly and specially by the Holy Spirit; 
the ordinary dependence of society on the natural capacity and 
power of its leaders dispensed with, and every possible branch 
of moral culture and physical comfort provided with inspired 
and miraculously-gifted ministries ; the utterance of wisdom and 
knowledge, exhortation and teaching, workings of healings, dis
cernment of spirits, helpings, govemings, kinds of tongues super- 
naturally diffused throughout the community by God himself. 
As a general rule, • communities have to do as well as they can

' Cf. Eph. iv. 7, n  ; I Pet. iv. to, rr. Dean Stanley says : “ It is impor
tant to observe that these multiplied allusions imply a state of things in the 
Apostolic age which has certainly not been seen since. On particular occasions, 
indeed, both in the first four centuries, and afterwards in the Middle Ages, 
miracles are ascribed by contemporary writers to the influence of the relics of 
particular individuals; but there has been no occasion when they have been so 
emphatically ascribed to whole societies, so closely mixed up with the ordinary 
course of life. It is not maintained that every member of the Corinthian Church 
had all, or the greater part, of these gifts ; but it certainly appears that every
one had some gift; and, this being the case, we are enabled to realise the total 
difference of the organisation of the Apostolic Church from any through which 
it has passed in its later stages. It was still in a state of fusion. Every 
part of the new society was instinct with a life of its own. The whole 
atmosphere which it breathed must have confirmed the belief in the impor
tance and novelty of the crisis ” ( The Epistles o f St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
4th ed., p. 224).

3 Chrislenthum und Kirche, ate aufi., 1868, p. 298.
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without such help, and eloquent instructors and able adminis
trators do not generally fail them. The question, therefore, 
intrudes itself: Why were ordinary and natural means so com
pletely set aside, and the qualifications which are generally found 
adequate for the conduct and regulation of life supplanted by 
divine Charismata? At least, we may suppose that communities 
endowed with such supernatural advantages, and guided by the 
direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit, must have been distinguished 
in every way from the rest of humanity, and must have presented 
a spectacle of the noblest life, free from the weakness and incon
sistency of the world, and betraying none of the moral and intel
lectual frailties of ordinary society. At the very least, and 
without exaggeration, communities in every member of which 
there existed some supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit 
might be expected to show very marked superiority and nobility 
of character.

When we examine the Epistles of Paul and other ancient 
documents, we find anything but supernatural qualities in the 
Churches supposed to be endowed with such miraculous gifts. 
On the contrary, it is scarcely possible to exaggerate the in
tensely human character of the conduct of such communities: 
their fickleness; the weakness of their fidelity to the Gospel of 
Paul; their wavering faith, and the ease and rapidity with which 
they are led astray; their petty strifes and discords; their party 
spirit; their almost indecent abuse of some of their supposed 
gifts, such as “ tongues,” for which Paul rebukes them so severely. 
The very Epistles, in fact, in which we read of the super
natural endowments and organisation of the Church are 
full of evidence that there was nothing supernatural in them. 
The primary cause, apparently, for which the first letter was 
written to the Corinthians was the occurrence of divisions and 
contentions amongst them (i. io  f.), parties of Paul, of Apollos, of 
Cephas, of Christ, which make the Apostle give thanks (i. 14) that 
he had baptised but few of them, that no one might say that they 
were baptised into his name. Paul had not been able to speak to 
them as spiritual, but as carnal, mere babes in Christ (iii. 1 f . ) ; he 
fed them with milk, not meat, for they were not yet able, “ nor 
even now are ye able,” he says, “ for ye are yet carnal. For 
whereas there is among you envying and strife ; are ye not carnal?” 
He continues in the same strain throughout the letter, admonishing 
them in no flattering terms. Speaking of his sending Timothy to 
them, he says (iv. 18 f .) : “ But some of you were puffed up, as 
though I were not coming to you ; but I will come to you shortly, 
if it be the Lord’s will, and will know, not the speech of them who 
are puffed up, but the power.” There is serious sin amongst them, 
which they show no readiness to purge away. Moreover, these
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Corinthians have lawsuits with each other (vi. i f.), and, instead of 
taking advantage of those supernatural Charismata, they actually 
take their causes for decision before the uninspired tribunals of the 
heathen rather than submit them to the judgment of the saints. 
Their own members, who have gifts of wisdom and of knowledge, 
discerning of spirits and govemings, have apparently so little light 
to throw upon the regulation of social life that the Apostle has to 
enter into minute details for their admonition and guidance. He 
has even to lay down rules regarding the head-dresses of women in 
the Churches (xi. 3 f.). Even in their very church assemblies 
there are divisions of a serious character amongst them (xi. 18 f.). 
They misconduct themselves in the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper, for they make it, as it were, their own supper, “ and one 
is hungry and another is drunken.” “ What!” he indignantly 
exclaims, “ have ye not houses to eat and to drink in ? or despise 
ye the Church of God?” To the Galatians Paul writes, marvel
ling that they are so soon removing from him that called them 
in the grace of Christ unto a different Gospel (i. 6). “ O foolish
Galatians,” he says (iii. 1), “ who bewitched you?” In that 
community, also, opposition to Paul and denial of his authority had 
become powerful.

If we tum to other ancient documents, the Epistles to the seven 
Churches do not present us with a picture of supernatural perfec
tion in those communities, though doubtless, like the rest, they had 
received these gifts. The other Epistles of the New Testament 
depict a state of things which by no means denotes any extra
ordinary or abnormal condition of the members. We may quote a 
short passage to show that we do not strain this representation 
unduly. “ But, certainly,” says Dr. von Dollinger, “ in spite of a 
rich outpouring of spiritual gifts vouchsafed to it, a community 
could fall into wanton error. Paul had in Corinth, contempo
raneously with his description of the Charismatic state of the 
Church there, to denounce sad abuses. In the Galatian com
munity Judaistic seduction, and the darkening of Christian 
doctrine through the delusion as to the necessity of the observance 
of the law, had so much increased that the Apostle called them 
fools and senseless; but, at the same time, he appealed to the 
proof which was presented by the spiritual gifts and miraculous 
powers, in which they had participated not through the obser
vance of the law, but through faith in Christ (Gal. iii. 2, 5). Now, 
at that time the Charismata of teaching and knowledge must 
already have been weakened or extinguished in these communities, 
otherwise so strong an aberration would not be explicable. 
Nowhere, however, in this Epistle is there any trace of an estab
lished ministry; on the contrary, at the close the “ spiritual ” 
among them are instructed to administer the office of commination.

Digitized by c.ooQle



7 7 » SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

But, generally, from that time forward, the Charismatic state 
in the Church more and more disappeared, though single 
Charismata, and individuals endowed with the same, remained. 
In the first Epistle to the believers in Thessalonica, Paul had 
made it specially prominent that his Gospel had worked there not 
as mere word, but with demonstration of the power of the Holy 
Spirit (i. 5). In the Epistles to the Philippians and Colossians 
there is no longer the slightest intimation of, or reference to, the 
Charismata, although in both communities the occasion for such 
an allusion was very appropriate—in Philippi through the Jewish 
opponents, and in Colossae on account of the heretical dangers and 
the threatening Gnostic asceticism. On the other hand, in the 
Epistle to the Philippians bishops and deacons are already men
tioned as ministers of the community. Then, in the Pastoral 
Epistles, not only is there no mention of the Charismata, but a 
state of the community is set forth which is wholly different from 
the Charismatic. The communities in Asia Minor, the Ephesian 
first of all, are partly threatened, partly unsettled by Gnostic 
heresies, strifes of words, foolish controversies, empty babbling 
about matters of faith, of doctrines of demons, of an advancing 
godlessness, corroding like a gangrene (1 Tim. iv. 1-3, vi. 3 f. j o , 
2 Tim. ii. 14 f.). All the counsels which are here given to 
Timothy, the conduct in regard to these evils which is recom
mended to him, all is of a nature as though Charismata no longer 
existed to any extent, as though, in lieu of the first spiritual soaring 
and of the fulness of extraordinary powers manifesting itself in 
the community, the bare prose of the life of the Church had 
already set in.”1 Regarding this, it is not necessary for us to say 
more than that the representation which is everywhere made, in 
the Acts and elsewhere, and which seems to be confirmed by 
Paul, is that all the members of these Christian communities 
received the Holy Spirit, and the divine Charismata, but that 
nowhere have we evidence of any supernatural results produced 
by them. If, however, the view above expressed be accepted, the 
difficulty is increased; for, except in the allusions of the Apostle 
to Charismata, it is impossible to discover any difference between 
communities which had received miraculous spiritual “ gifts” and 
those which had not done so. On the contrary, it might possibly 
be shown that a Church which had not been so endowed, perhaps, 
on the whole, exhibited higher spiritual qualities than another 
which was supposed to possess the Charismata. In none are we 
able to perceive any supernatural characteristics, or more than the 
very ordinary marks of a new religious life. It seems scarcely 
necessary to depart from the natural order of nature, and

* Christenthum u. Kirche, 1868, p. 300 f.
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introduce the supernatural working of a Holy Spirit to produce 
such common-place results. We venture to say that there is 
nothing to justify the assertion of supernatural agency here, and 
that the special divine Charismata existed only in the pious 
imagination of the Apostle, who referred every good quality in 
man to divine grace.

We have reserved the gift of “ tongues ” for special discussion, 
because Paul enters into it with a fulness with which he does not 
treat any of the other Charismata, and a valuable opportunity is 
thus afforded us of ascertaining something definite with regard to 
the nature of the gift; and also because we have a narrative in the 
Acts of the Apostles of the first descent of the Holy Spirit, mani
festing itself in “ tongues,” with which it may be instructive to 
compare the Apostle’s remarks. We may mention that, in the 
opinion of many, the cause which induced the Apostle to say so 
much regarding Charismata in his first letter to the Corinthians 
was the circumstance, that many maintained the gift of tongues to 
be the only form of “ the manifestation of the Spirit.” This view 
is certainly favoured by the narrative in the Acts, in which not 
only at the first famous day of Pentecost, but on almost every 
occasion of the imposition of the Apostle’s hands, this is the only 
gift mentioned as accompanying the reception of the Holy Spirit. 
In any case, it is apparent from the whole of the Apostle’s homily 
on the subject that the gift of tongues was especially valued in the 
Church of Corinth.' It is difficult to conceive, on the supposition 
that amongst the Charismata there were comprised miraculous 
gifts of healings and power of working miracles, that these could 
have been held so cheap in comparison with the gift of tongues ; 
but, in any case, a better comprehension of what this “ gift ” really 1

1 Dean Stanley says: “  It may easily be conceived that this new life was 
liable to much confusion and excitement, especially in a society where the 
principle of moral stability was not developed commensurably with it. Such 
was, we know, the state of Corinth. They had, on the one hand, been ‘ in 
everything enriched by Christ, in all utterance, and in all knowledge,’ ‘ coming 
behind in no gift’ (i. 5, 6, 7); but, on the other hand, the same contentious 
spirit which had turned the most sacred names into parly watchwords, and 
profaned the celebration of the Supper of the laird, was ready to avail itself of 
the openings for vanity and ambition afforded by the distinctions of the different 
gifts. Accordingly, various disorders arose; every one thought of himself, and 
no one of his neighbour’s good ; and, as a natural consequence, those gifts were 
most highly honoured, not which were most useful, but which were most 
astonishing. Amongst these the gift of tongues rose pre eminent, as being in 
itself the most expressive of the new spiritual life; the very words, ‘ spiritual 
gifts,’ ‘ spiritual man’ (rvei’iiariKi, xiv. I ;  Treu^ariAn5r, xiv. 37), seem, in 
common parlance, to have been exclusively appropriated to i t ; and the other 
gifts, especially that of prophecy, were despised, as hardly proceeding from the 
same Divine source” ( The Eps. of St. P. to the Corinthians, 1876, p. 210 f.). 
Imagine this state of things in a community endowed with so many supernatural 
gifts!
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was cannot fail to assist us in understanding the true nature of the 
whole of the Charismata. It is evident that the Apostle Paul him
self does not rank the gift of tongues very highly, and, indeed, that 
he seems to value prophecy more than all the other Charismata 
(xiv. i f .) ; but the simple yet truly noble eloquence with which 
(xiii. i f.) he elevates above all these gifts the possession of spiritual 
love is a subtle indication of their real character. Probably Paul 
would have termed Christian charity a gift of the Spirit as much as 
he does “ gifts of healings” or “ workings of powers”; but, how
ever rare may be the virtue, it is not now recognised as miraculous, 
although it is here shown to be more desirable and precious than 
all the miraculous gifts. Even Apostolic conceptions of the 
Supernatural cannot soar above the range of natural morality.

The real nature of the “ gift of tongues ” has given rise to an 
almost interminable controversy, and innumerable treatises have 
been written upon the subject. It would have been impossible 
for us to have exhaustively entered upon such a discussion in this 
work, for which it only possesses an incidental and passing interest; 
but fortunately such a course is rendered unnecessary by the fact 
that, so far as we are concerned, the miraculous nature of the 
“ gift” alone comes into question, and may be disposed of without 
any elaborate analysis of past controversy or minute reference to 
disputed points. Those who desire to follow the course of the 
voluminous discussion will find ample materials in the treatises 
which we shall at least indicate in the course of our remarks, and 
we shall adhere as. closely as possible to our own point of view.

In i Cor. xii. 10 the Apostle mentions, amongst the other 
Charismata, “ kinds of tongues” (yin) yAoxro-wv) and “ interpre
tation of tongues ”  (ipptjvtia  yAtuotTw) as two distinct gifts. In 
verse 28 he again uses the expression yev?/ yAaxrow, and in a 
following verse he inquires: “ Do all speak with tongues ?" 
(yA.nxr(rais AaAofxrt).' “ Do all interpret?” (Sitppijvevova-i). He 
says shortly after, xiii. 1 : “ If I speak with the tongues of men and 
of angels (tav  reus yAtootrats TMV avdpanriov AaA<u Kal ru t 
ayyikm v), and have not love,” etc. In the following chapter the 
expressions used in discussing the gift vary. In xiv. 2 he says: 
“ He that speaketh with a tongue ”3 (AaAwe yAuxrcn/),3 using the 
singular; and again (verse 22), of “ the tongues ” (tu yAwotnu), 
being a sign ; and in verse 26 each “ hath a tongue ” (yAwnror 
<X«). The word ykiocrrra or yAotrra has several significations in 
Greek. The first and primary meaning “ the tongue”—as a mere

' Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 5, 6, 18, 23, 39: Acts x. 46, xix. 6.
3 The rendering of the Authorised Version, “ an unknown tongue," is 

wholly imaginary. The “ with” which we adopt is more frequently rendered 
“ in it is a mere matter of opinion, of course, but we maintain “  with.”

3 Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 4, 13, 14, 19, 27.
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member of the body, the organ of speech ; next, a tongue, or 
language ; and further, an obsolete or foreign word not in ordinary 
use. If we inquire into the use of yAwo-tra in the New Testa
ment, we find that, setting aside the passages in Acts, Mark, and 
i Cor. xii.-xiv., in which the phenomenon we are discussing is 
referred to, the word is invariably used in the first sense, “ the 
tongue,”' except in the Apocalypse, where the word as “ language” 
typifies different nations.3 Anyone who attentively considers all 
the passages in which the Charisma is discussed will observe that 
no uniform application of any one signification throughout is 
possible. We may briefly say that all the attempts which have 
been made philologically to determine the true nature of the 
phenomenon which the Apostle discusses have failed to produce 
any really satisfactory result, or to secure the general adhesion of 
critics. It is, we think, obvious that Paul does not apply the word, 
either in the plural or in the singular, in its ordinary senses, but 
makes use of yAuknra to describe phenomena connected with 
speech, without intending strictly to apply it either to the tongue 
or to a definite language. We merely refer to this in passing, for 
it is certain that no philological discussion of the word can 
materially affect the case; and such an argument is of no interest for 
our inquiry. Each meaning has been adopted by critics and been 
made the basis for a different explanation of the phenomenon.- 
Philology is incapable of finally solving such a problem.

From the time of Irenaeus,3 or at least of Origen, the favourite 
theory of the Fathers, based chiefly upon the narrative in Acts of 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, was that 
the disciples suddenly became supematurally endowed with power 
to speak other languages which they had not previously learned, 
and that this gift was more especially conferred to facilitate the 
promulgation of the Gospel throughout the world. Augustine 
went so far as to believe that each of the Apostles was thus enabled 
to speak all languages.4 The opinion that the “ gift of tongues ” 
consisted of the power, miraculously conferred by the Holy Ghost, 
to speak in a language or languages previously unknown to the 
speaker long continued to prevail, and it is still the popular, as 
well as the orthodox, view of the subject. As soon as the attention 
of critics was seriously directed to the question, however, this 
interpretation became rapidly modified, or was altogether aban-

* Mark vii. 33, 35 ; I.uke i. 64, xvi. 24 ; Acts ii. 3, 26; Rom. iii. 13, 
xiv. II ; Philip, ii. 11 ; James, i. 26, iii. 5, 6 (twice), 8 ; 1 Pet. iii. 10; 1 John 
iii. 18; cf. I Cor. xiii. 1 ; Apoc., xvi. 10.

3 Apoc., v. 9, vii. 9, x. II, xi. 9, xiii. 7, xiv. 6, xvii. 15.
3 Iremeus, Adv. Heir., v. 6, § 1, Eusebius, H. E ., v. 7.
4 De Verb. Apos/., clxxv. 3 ; Semi. 9 : “ Loqucbatur enim tunc unus homo 

omnibus Unguis, quia locutura erat unitas ecc/esice in omnibus linguis."
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doned. It is unnecessary for us to refer in detail to the numerous 
explanations which have been given of the phenomenon, or to 
enumerate the extraordinary views which have been expressed 
regarding i t ; it will be sufficient if, without reference to minor 
differences of opinion respecting the exact form in which it ex
hibited itself, we broadly state that a great majority of critics, 
rejecting the theory that yXtoorrats XaXdv means to speak lan
guages previously unknown to the speakers, pronounce it to be the 
speech of persons in a state of ecstatic excitement, chiefly o f  the 
nature of prayer or praise, and unintelligible to ordinary hearers. 
Whether this speech consisted of mere inarticulate tones, of excited 
ejaculations, of obsolete or uncommon expressions and provincial
isms, of highly poetical rhapsodies of prayer in slow, scarcely 
audible, accents, or of chaunted mysterious phrases, fragmentary 
and full of rapturous intensity, as these critics variously suppose, 
we shall not pause to inquire. It is clear that, whatever may have 
been the form of the speech, if, instead of being speech in unlearnt 
languages supernaturally communicated, yXdarran XaXdv  was only 
the expression of religious excitement, however that may be sup
posed to have originated, the pretensions of the gift to a miraculous 
character shrink at once into exceedingly small proportions.

Every unprejudiced mind must admit that the representation 
that the gift of “ tongues,” of which the Apostle speaks in his 
Epistle to the Corinthians, conferred upon the recipient the power 
to speak foreign languages before unknown to hint, may in great 
part be traced to the narrative in Acts of the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Although a few Apologists 
advance the plea that there may have been differences in the 
manifestation, it is generally recognised on both sides that, how
ever differently described by the two writers, the yXuavxus XaXdv 
of Paul and of the Acts is, in reality, one and the same 
phenomenon. The impression conveyed by the narrative has 
been applied to the didactic remarks of Paul, and a meaning 
forced upon them which they cannot possibly bear. It is not too 
much to say that, but for the mythical account in the Acts, no one 
would ever have supposed that the yXwoxrais XaXdv of Paul was 
the gift of speaking foreign languages without previous study or 
practice. In the interminable controversy regarding the pheno
menon, moreover, it seems to us to have been a fundamental error, 
on both sides too often, to have considered it necessary to the 
acceptance of any explanation that it should equally suit both the 
remarks of Paul and the account in Acts. The only right course 
is to test the narrative by the distinct and authoritative statements 
of the Apostle; but to adopt the contrary course is much the same 
procedure as altering the natural interpretation of an original 
historical document in order to make it agree with the romance of
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some unknown writer of a later day. The Apostle Paul writes as 
a contemporary and eye-witness of phenomena which affected him
self, and regarding which he gives the most valuable direct and 
indirect information. The unknown author of the Acts was not 
an eye-witness of the scene which he describes, and his narrative 
bears upon its very surface the clearest marks of traditional and 
legendary treatment. The ablest Apologists freely declare that 
the evidence of Paul is of infinitely greater value than that of the 
unknown and later writer, and must be preferred before it. The 
majority of those who profess to regard the narrative as historical 
explain away its clearest statements with startling ingenuity, or 
conceal them beneath a cloud of words. The references to the 
phenomenon in later portions of the Acts are in themselves quite 
inconsistent with the earlier narrative in chapter ii. The detailed 
criticism of Paul is the only contemporary, and it is certainly the 
only trustworthy, account we possess regarding the gift of 
“ tongues.”' We must, therefore, dismiss from our minds, if 
possible, the bias which the narrative in the Acts has unfortunately 
created, and attend solely to the words of the Apostle. If his 
report of the phenomenon discredit that of the unknown and later 
writer, so much the worse for the latter. In any case, it is the 
testimony of Paul which is referred to and which we are called 
upon to consider, and later writers must not be allowed to invest 
it with impossible meanings. Even if we had not such undeniable 
reasons for preferring the statements of Paul to the later and un
trustworthy narrative of an unknown writer, the very contents of 
the latter, contrasted with the more sober remarks of the Apostle, 
would consign it to a very subordinate place.

1 )iscussing the miracle of Pentecost in Acts, which he, of course, 
regards as the instantaneous communication of ability to speak in 
foreign languages, Zeller makes the following remarks: “ The 
supposition of such a miracle is opposed to a right view of divine 
agency and the relation of God to the world, and, in this case in 
particular, to a right view of the constitution of the human mind. 
The composition and the properties of a body may be altered through 
external influence, but mental acquirements are attained only 
through personal activity, through practice; and it is just in this 
that spirit distinguishes itself from matter: that it is free, that there 
is nothing in it which it has not itself spontaneously introduced. 
The external and instantaneous in-pouring of a mental acquirement 
is a representation which refutes itself.” In reply to those who 
object to this reasoning, he retorts: “ The assertion that such a 
miracle actually occurred contradicts the analogy of all attested

' We need not here say anything of the reference in Mark xvi. 17, which is 
undoubtedly a later and spurious addition to the Gospel.
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experience; that it is invented by an individual or by tradition 
corresponds with i t ; when, therefore, the historical writer has only 
the choice between these two alternatives, he must, according to 
the laws of historical probability, under all the circumstances, un
conditionally decide for the second. He must do this even if an 
eye-witness of the pretended miracle stood before him ; he must 
all the more do so if he has to do with a statement which, beyond 
doubt not proceeding from an eye-witness, is more possibly sepa
rated by some generations from the event in question.”1

These objections are not confined to rationalistic critics, and do 
not merely represent the arguments of scepticism. Neander 
expresses similar sentiments,’ and after careful examination pro
nounces the narrative in Acts untrustworthy, and, adhering to the 
representations of Paul, rejects the theory that yAuawats AaAeiv 
was speech in foreign languages supematurally imparted. Meyer, 
who arrives at much the same result as Neander, speaks still more 
emphatically. He says: “ This supposed gift of tongues (all 
languages), however, was in the apostolic age, partly unnecessary 
for the preaching of the Gospel, as the preachers thereof only 
required to be able to speak Hebrew and Greek; partly too general, 
as amongst the assembly there were certainly many who were not 
called to be teachers. And, on the other hand, again, it would 
also have been premature, as, before all, Paul the Apostle of the 
Gentiles would have required it, in whom, nevertheless, there is as 
little trace of any subsequent reception of it as that he preached 
otherwise than in Hebrew and Greek. B ut now, how is the event 
to be historically judged I Regarding this the following is to be 
observed: As the instantaneous bestowal of facility in a foreign 
language is neither logically possible nor psychologically and 
morally conceivable, and as not the slightest intimation of such a 
thing in the Apostles is perceptible in their Epistles and elsewhere 
(on the contrary, comp. xiv. n ) ;  as, further, if it was only 
momentary, the impossibility increases, and as Peter himself in his 
speech does not once make the slightest reference to the foreign 
languages; therefore—whether, without any intimation in the text, 
one consider that Pentecost assembly as a representation of all 
future Christianity, or not—the occurrence, as Luke relates it, 
cannot be transmitted in its actual historical details.

Let us a little examine the particulars of the narrative in 
Acts ii. All the brethren were assembled in one place, a house 
(olkos), on the morning of the day of Pentecost. In the 
preceding chapter (i. 15) we learn that the number of disciples 
was then about 120, and the crowd which came together when

' Zeller, Die Apostelgesch., p. 85 f. * P flcm tu n g ; u. s. to ., p. 16.
3 Meyer, A'r. ex. H 'b u c k  tit. die Apostelgesch., 4le a u ji . , 1870, p. 54 f.
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the miraculous occurrence took place must have been great, 
seeing that it is stated that 3,000 souls were baptised and added 
to the Church upon the occasion (ii. 41). Passing over the state
ment as to the numbers of the disciples, which might well surprise 
us after the information given by the Gospels,1 we may ask in what 
house in Jerusalem could such a multitude have assembled? 
Apologists have exhausted their ingenuity in replying to the 
question, but whether placing the scene in one of the halls or 
courts of the Temple, or in an imaginary house in one of the 
streets leading to the Temple, the explanation is equally vague and 
unsatisfactory. How did the multitude so rapidly know of what 
was passing in a private house ? We shall say nothing at present 
of the sound of the “ rushing mighty wind ” which filled all the 
house, nor of the descent of the “ tongues as of fire,” nor of the 
various interpretations of these phenomena by apologetic writers. 
These incidents do not add to the historical character of the 
narrative, nor can it be pronounced either clear or consistent. 
The brethren assembled “ were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak with other tongues (AaAeiv e-re/xus ykiwxra.is), 
as the Spirit gave them utterance.”’ Apologists, in order some
what to save the historical credit of the account and reconcile it 
with the statements of Paul, have variously argued that there is no 
affirmation made in the narrative that speech in foreign languages 
previously unknown was imparted. The members of the fifteen 
nations who hear the Galilteans speaking “ in our own language 
wherein we were bom ” ( r j j  ISty. SiakeKTip fj/Mov tv  fj ty tv-  
vTj&rjfui') are disposed of with painful ingenuity; but, passing 
over all this, it is recognised by unprejudiced critics on both sides 
that at least the author of Acts, in writing this account, intended 
to represent the brethren as instantaneously speaking those pre
viously unknown foreign languages. A few writers represent the 
miracle to have been one of hearing rather than of speaking, the 
brethren merely praising God in their own tongue, the Aramaic, 
but the spectators understanding in their various languages. 3 This 
only shifts the difficulty from the speakers to the hearers, and the 
explanation is generally repudiated. It is, however, freely granted 
by all that history does not exhibit a single instance of such a gift 
of tongues having ever been made useful for the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel. Paul, who claimed the possession of the 
gift of tongues in a superlative degree (1 Cor. xiv. 18), does not 
appear to have spoken more languages than Aramaic and Greek.

1 John xvi. 31 ; Matt, xxviii. 7. a Acts ii. 4.
3 Schneckenburger, Beitrdgc, p. 8 4 ; Svensen, Zcitschr. luth. Th. u. Kirche , 

1859, p. I f. This view was anciently held by Gregory Naz. (Oral. 44), and 
some of the Fathers, and, in more recent times, it was adopted by Erasmus 
and others.

3 *
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He writes to the Romans in the latter tongue, and not in Latin, 
and to the Galatians in the same language instead of their own. 
Peter, who appears to have addressed the assembled nations in 
Greek on this very occasion, does not in his speech either refer to 
foreign languages or claim the gift himself, for in verse 15 he 
speaks only of others : “ For these (ofroi) are not drunken.” 
Every one remembers the ancient tradition recorded by Papias, 
and generally believed by the Fathers, that Mark accompanied 
Peter as his “ interpreter” (ep/i^vevnjs).1 The first Epistle 
bearing the name of Peter, and addressed to some of the very 
nations mentioned in Acts, to sojourners “ in Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” is written in Greek ; and so are 
the Epistle to the Hebrews and the other works of the New 
Testament. Few will be inclined to deny that, to take only one 
language for instance, the Greek of the writings of the New Testa
ment leaves something to be desired, and that, if the writers 
possessed such a supernatural gift, they evidently did not speak 
even so important and current a language with absolute purity. 
“ Le style des /crivains sacrh,” writes a modem Apologist, “montre 
clairement qu'ils ont appris la langue grecque et qu’ils tie la 
possldent pas de droit divin et p ar inspiration, car ils I'ecrivcnt 
sans correction, en la surchargeant de locutions h t b r a i q u e s In 
fact, as most critics point out, there never was a period at which a 
gift of foreign tongues was less necessary for intercourse with the 
civilised world, Greek being almost everywhere current. As 
regards the fifteen nations who are supposed to have been repre
sented on this great occasion, Neander says: “ It is certain that 
amongst the inhabitants of towns in Cappadocia, in Pontus, in 
Asia Minor, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Cyrene, and in the parts of Libya 
and Egypt peopled by Greek and Jewish colonies, the Greek 
language was in great part more current than the old national 
tongue. There remain, out of the whole catalogue of languages, 
at most the Persian, Syriac, Arabic, Greek, and Latin. The more 
rhetorical than historical stamp of the narrative is evident.”3

This rhetorical character, as contradistinguished from sober 
history, is, indeed, painfully apparent throughout. The presence 
in Jerusalem of Jews, devout men “ from every nation under 
heaven,” is dramatically opportune, and thus representatives of the 
fifteen nations are prepared to appear in the house and hear their 
own languages in which they were born spoken in so supernatural,

1 Cf. Eusebius, H. E . , iii. 39, v. 8; Iremeus, Aatv. H<zr., iii. i,§  I ; Tertullian, 
Adv. Marc., iv. 3.

‘ De Pressensi, Hist, des Trois pretn. Slides, i., p. 356. Neander (P la n 
ning, u. s. tv., p. 14 f.), Reuss (Rev. d. Thiol., 1851, iii., p. 84 f.), and many 
other able writers, still more strongly enforce these arguments.

3 Neander, PJtanzung, u. s. tv., p. 18.
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though useless, a manner by the brethren. They are all said to 
have been “ confounded ” at the phenomenon, and the writer adds 
(ii. 7 f . ) : “ And they were all amazed, and marvelled, saying, 
Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans ? And how hear 
we every man in our own language wherein we were bom ?” etc. 
Did all the multitude say this ? or is not the writer merely 
ascribing probable sentiments to them? How, again, did 
they know that the hundred and twenty, or more, brethren 
were Galilaeans ? Further on the writer adds more of the same kind 
(verses 12,13): “And they were all amazed and were in doubt,saying 
one to another, What may this mean ? But others, mocking, 
said: They are full of sweet wine.” Is it not a strange manner of 
accounting for such a phenomenon as (verse 11) hearing people 
speaking in their own tongues the great works of God to suppose 
that they are drunken ? People speaking with tongues, in Paul’s 
sense (1 Cor. xiv. 23, 24, 33), and creating an unintelligible tumult, 
might well lead strangers to say that they were either mad or 
drunken; but the praise of God in foreign language, understood 
by so many, could not convey such an impression. Peter does 
not, in explanation, simply state that they are speaking foreign 
languages which have just been supematurally imparted to them, but 
argues (verse 15) that “these are not drunken, as ye suppose, for it 
is the third hour of the day,” too early to be “ full of sweet wine,” 
and proceeds to assert that the phenomenon is, on the contrary, a 
fulfilment of a prophecy of Joel, in which, although the pouring 
out of God’s Spirit upon all flesh is promised “ in the last days,” 
and, as a result, that “your sons and your daughters shall prophesy 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams,” not a single word is said of any gift of “ tongues,” 
foreign or otherwise. The miraculous phenomenon in question is 
not mentioned in the prophecy, of which it is supposed to be the 
accomplishment. It does not much help matters to argue that 
the miracle, although not for future use, was intended as a sign. 
We shall see what Paul says regarding yXwo-o-ats AaAav as a 
sign, but we may here merely point out that the effect produced 
in the Corinthian Church is rather an impression of madness, 
whilst here it leads to a mocking accusation of drunkenness. The 
conversion of the 3,000 is by no means referred to the speaking 
with tongues, but simply to the speech of Peter (ii. 37 f., 
41). From no point of view is there cohesion between the 
different parts of the narrative; it is devoid of verisimilitude. It 
is not surprising that so many critics of all shades of opinion 
recognise unhistorical elements in the narrative in Acts, not to use 
a stronger term. To allow such an account to influence our inter
pretation of Paul’s statements regarding the gift of tongues is quite 
out of the question; and no one who appreciates the nature of
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the case, and who carefully examines the narrative of the unknown 
writer, can, we think, hesitate to reject his theory of a supernatural 
bestowal of power to speak foreign languages.

It is not difficult to trace the origin of the account in Acts, and, 
although we cannot here pause to do so with any minuteness, we 
may at least indicate the lines upon which the narrative is based. 
There is no doubt that then, as now, the Jews commemorated at 
the feast of Pentecost the giving of the law on Sinai. It seemed 
good to the author of Acts that the prophet like unto M oses,1 who 
was to abrogate that law and replace it by a dispensation o f grace, 
should inaugurate the new law of love and liberty1 with signs 
equally significant and miraculous. It is related in Exodus xix. 18 
that the I-ord descended upon Sinai “ in fire,” and that the whole 
mount quaked greatly. The voice of God pronounced the 
decalogue, and, as the Septuagint version renders our Exodus xx. 
18: “ All the people saw the voice, and the lightnings and the 
voice of the trumpet and the mountain smoking.” According to 
Rabbinical tradition when God came down to give the law 
to the Israelites, he appeared not to Israel alone, but to all the 
other nations, and the voice in which the law was given went to 
the ends of the earth and was heard of all peoples.3 It will be 
remembered that the number of the nations was supposed to be 
seventy, each speaking a different language, and the law was given 
in the one sacred Hebrew tongue. The Rabbins explained, 
however : “ The voice from Sinai was divided into seventy voices 
and seventy languages, so that all nations of the earth heard (the 
law), and each heard it actually in its own language.”'* And again: 
“ Although the ten commandments were promulgated with one 
single tone, yet it is said ( Exodus xx. 15), ‘ All people heard the 
voices’ (in the plural and not the voice in the singular); ‘the reason 
is : As the voice went forth it was divided into seven voices, and 
then into seventy tongues, and every people heard the Law' in its 
own mother-tongue.’ ”s The same explanation is given of Psalm 
lxviii. 11, and the separation of the voice into seven voices and 
seventy tongues is likened to the sparks beaten by a hammer from 
molten metal on the anvil.6 Philo expresses the same ideas in 
several places. We can only extract one passage in which, speak
ing of the giving of the law on Sinai, and discussing the manner 
in which God proclaimed the decalogue, he says : “ For God is
not like a man in need of a voice and of a tongue........but it
seems to me that at that time he performed a most holy and

' Acts iii. 22, vii. 37. 2 Cf. Gal. iv. 21 f.
3 Bab. Sevachim, 116 a. ; Gfrorer, Das Jahrh. des HeUs, ii. 392 f.
4 Schcmoth Rabba, 70 d. ; Gfrorer, ib., ii. 393.
3 M idrash Tanchumah, 26, c. ; Gfrorer, ib., ii. 393.
6 Midrash Tillin ; Bab. Sckabboth, 85 b.; Gfrorer, ib. , ii. 393 f.
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beseeming wonder, commanding an invisible voice to be created
in air, more wonderful than all instruments....... not lifeless, but
neither a form of living creature composed of body and soul, but a 
reasonable soul full of clearness and distinctness, which formed 
and excited the air and transformed it into flaming fire, and sounded 
forth such an articulated voice, like breath through a trumpet, 
that it seemed to be equally heard by those who were near and 
those furthest off.”1 A little further on he says : “ But from the 
midst of the fire streaming from heaven a most awful voice 
sounded forth, the flame being articulated to language familiar to the 
hearers, which made that which was said so vividly clear as to 
seem rather seeing than hearing it.”2 It requires no elaborate 
explanation to show how this grew into the miracle at Pentecost at 
the inauguration of the Christian dispensation, when suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind 
which filled all the house where the disciples were, and there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire parting asunder which sat 
upon each of them, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, even as the Spirit gave 
them utterance, so that devout men from every nation under heaven 
heard them speaking, everyone in his own language wherein he was 
bom, the great works of God.

When we turn to the other passages in the Acts where the gift 
of tongues is mentioned, we find that the interpretation of foreign 
languages supematurally imparted is quite out of place. When 
Peter is sent to Cornelius, as he is addressing the centurion and 
his household, and even before they are baptised (x. 44), “ the 
Holy Spirit fell on all them who hear the word and the sign of 
it is (v. 46) that they are heard “ speaking with tongues and 
magnifying God ”  (A aA .ovn -< uv  yAaxro-ais «aI fityaX.vvovtiov rbv 
0i6v), precisely like the disciples at Pentecost (cf. ii. 11, xi. 15 f.). 
As this gift fell on all who heard the word (x. 44), it could 
not be a sign to unbelievers; and the idea that Cornelius and his 
house immediately began to speak in foreign languages, which, as 
in the case of the Corinthians, probably no one understood, 
instead of simply “ magnifying God ” in their own tongue, which 
everyone understood, is almost ludicrous, if without offence we 
may venture to say so. The same remarks apply to xix. 6. We 
must again allow an eminent Apologist, who will not be accused 
of irreverence, to characterise such a representation. “ Now, in 
such positions and such company, speech in foreign tongues 
would be something altogether without object and without meaning.

1 D t decern Oraculis, § 9, ed. Mangey, ii. 185 f.
2 lb ., § i i , ed. Mangey, ii. 188; cf. De Scptcnario cl festis, § 22, ed. 

Mangey, ii. 295 f.
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Where the consciousness of the grace of salvation, and of a 
heavenly life springing from it, is first aroused in man, his own 
mother tongue verily, not a foreign language, will be the natural 
expression of his feelings. Or we must imagine a magical power 
which, taking possession of men, like instruments without 
volition, forces them to utter strange tones—a thing contradicting 
all analogy in the operations of Christianity.”1 The good sense 
of the critic revolts against the natural submission of the 
Apologist.

We have diverged so far in order prominently to bring before 
the reader  ̂the nature and source of the hypothesis that the gift 
of “ tongues” signifies instantaneous power to speak unlearnt 
foreign languages. Such an interpretation is derived almost 
entirely from the mythical narrative in the Acts of the Apostles. 
We shall now proceed to consider the statements of the Apostle 
Paul, and endeavour to ascertain what the supposed miraculous 
Charisma really is. That it is something very different from what 
the unknown writer represents it in the episode of Pentecost 
cannot be doubted. “ Whoever has, even once, read with 
attention what Paul writes of the speaking with tongues in the 
Corinthian community,” writes Thiersch, “ knows that the differ
ence between that gift of tongues and this (of Acts ii.) could 
scarcely be greater. There, a speech which no mortal can under
stand without interpretation, and also no philologist but the Holy 
Spirit alone can interpret; here, a speech which requires no inter
pretation. That gift serves only for the edification of the speaker; 
this clearly also for that of the hearer. The one is of no avail for 
the instruction of the ignorant; the other, clearly, is imparted 
wholly for that purpose.”2

It may be well that we should state a few reasons which show 
that Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, does not intend, in 
speaking of yAuxro-ais XaXtlv, to represent speech in foreign 
languages. In the very outset of the dissertation on the subject, 
(xiv. 2), Paul very distinctly declares as the principal reason for 
preferring prophecy to the gift of tongues: “ For he that speaketh 
with a tongue (XaAcuv yXiiaxru) speaketh not unto men, but unto 
God ; for no one understandeth3 (ovStU dxowi).” How could 
this be said if yXdxra-g XaXriv meant merely speaking a foreign 
language ? The presence of a single person versed in the language 
spoken would, in such a case, vitiate the whole of Paul’s argument.

1 Neander, Pfianzung, u. 5. w . , p. 19.
2 Thiersch, Die Kirche im apost. Zeitalter, zte aufl., 1858, p. 68 f.
3 The literal meaning, of course, is “ no one heareth”; but the sense is 

“ heareth with the understanding.'' Cf. Mark iv. 33 and the lxx. version of 
Gen. xi. 7, Isaiah xxxvi. 11, etc., where ieoieir has this meaning. The 
word is rightly rendered in the A. V.
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The statement made is general, it will be observed, and not 
limited to one community; but, applied to a place like Corinth, 
one of the greatest commercial cities, in which merchants, seamen, 
and visitors of all countries were to be found, it would have been 
unreasonable to have characterised a foreign tongue as absolutely 
unintelligible. In xiv. 9, Paul says: “ So likewise ye, unless ye 
utter by the tongue (Sid rrjs yAwoxn/s) words easy to be under
stood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye will be 
speaking into air.” How could Paul use the expression, “ by the 
tongue,” if he meant a foreign language in verse 2 and elsewhere? 
He is comparing yAukro-ou? AaAtZV in the preceding verses with 
the sounds of musical instruments, and the point reached inverse 9 
clearly brings home the application of his argument—the yAwcr- 
<rats AaAav is unintelligible, like the pipe or harp, and, unless 
the tongue utter words which have an understood meaning, it is 
mere speaking into air. Is it possible that Paul could call speech 
in a language foreign to him, perhaps, but which, nevertheless, was 
the mother tongue of some nation, “ speaking into air”? In such 
case he must have qualified his statement by obvious explanations, 
of which not a word appears throughout his remarks. That he 
does not speak of foreign languages is made still more clear by the 
next two verses (verse 10), in which, continuing his argument from 
analogy, he actually compares yAoio-o-ats AaAav with speech in 
foreign languages, and ends (verse 11): “ If, therefore, I know not 
the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a 
barbarian (foreigner) and he that speaketh a barbarian (foreigner) 
in my judgment.”1 Paul’s logic is certainly not always beyond 
reproach, but he cannot be accused of perpetrating such an anti
thesis as contrasting a thing with itself. He, therefore, explicitly 
distinguishes (verse 10) y i v r i  (fxaviov , “ kinds of languages,”3 from 
(xii. 10, 28, etc.) yivr) yAwa-ow, “ kinds of tongues.” In 
xiv. 6 Paul says : “ If I come unto you speaking with tongues 
(yAwo-o-ais AaAio v ) , what shall I profit you, unless I shall speak to 
you, either in revelation, or knowledge, or in prophecy, or in 
teaching ?” ( t v  a ir o K a X .v if / t i i) iv y v t i t r t i  fj t v  tt p o r fn /T tiy . rj e v  SiSa^p) ; 
and then he goes on to compare such unintelligible speech 
with musical instruments. It is obvious that revelation, 
knowledge, prophecy, and teaching might equally be expressed in 
foreign languages, and, therefore, in “ speaking with tongues ” it is 
no mere difficulty of expression which makes it unprofitable, but 
that general unintelligibility which is the ground of the whole 
of Paul’s objections. Paul exclaims (verse 18): “ I thank God I

‘ 1 Cor. xiv. 11.
3 It is unnecessary to show that tpwr// is used to express language.
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speak with a tongue (ykiM-iry kakw )1 more than ye all (19), but 
in a church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, 
that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue 
(eV ykiMro-y)."2 We have already pointed out that there is no 
evidence that Paul could speak many languages. So far as 
we have any information, he only made use of Greek and 
Aramaic, and never even preached where those languages were 
not current. He always employed the former in his Epistles, 
whether addressed to Corinth, Galatia, or Rome, and his 
knowledge even of that language was not perfect. Speaking 
“ with a tongue ” cannot, for reasons previously given, mean a 
foreign language; and this is still more obvious from w'hat he says 
in verse 19, just quoted, in which he distinguishes speaking with a 
tongue from speaking with his understanding. Five words so 
spoken are better than ten thousand in a tongue, because he 
speaks with the understanding in the one case, and without it in 
the second. It is clear that a man speaks with his understanding 
as much in one language as another, but it is the main character
istic of the speech we are discussing that it is throughout opposed 
to understanding—cf. verses 14, 15. It would be inconceivable 
that, if this gift really signified power to speak foreign languages, 
Paul could, on the one hand, use the expressions in this letter with 
regard to it, and, on the other, that he could have failed to add 
remarks consistent with such an interpretation. For instance, is 
it possible that the Apostle, in repressing the exercise of the. 
Charisma, as he does, could have neglected to point out some 
other use for it than mere personal edification ? Could he have 
omitted to tell some of these speakers with tongues that, instead 
of wasting their languages in a Church where no one understood 
them, it would be well for them to employ them in the instruction 
of the nations whose tongues had been supematurally imparted to 
them ? As it is, Paul checks the use of a gift bestowed by the 
Holy Spirit, and reduces its operation to the smallest limits, with
out once indicating so obvious a sphere of usefulness for the 
miraculous power. We need not proceed to further argu
ments upon this branch of the subject; although, in- treating 
other points, additional evidence will constantly present 
itself. For the reasons we have stated, and many others, 
the great majority of critics are agreed that the gift of 
tongues, according to Paul, was not the power of speaking 
foreign languages previously unknown.^ But for the narrative

1 This is the reading of A, D, E, F, G, and other ancient codices, and 
is adopted by most critics in preference to yXiiaaais, the reading of B, K, L.

* I Cor. xiv. 18, 19.
3 So Rardili, Baur, Bleek, Davidson, Eichhom, Ewald, Fritzsche, Gfforer, 

Ilausrath, Hilgenfeld, Holtzmann, Keim, Meyer, Neander, Noack, Olshausen,
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in Acts ii. no one would ever have thought of such an inter
pretation.

Coming now to consider the two Charismata, “ kinds of 
tongues ” and “ the interpretation of tongues,” more immediately 
in connection with our inquiry, as so-called miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, we shall first endeavour to ascertain some of their 
principal characteristics. The theory of foreign languages super- 
naturally imparted without previous study may be definitively 
laid aside. The interpretation of tongues may go with it, but 
requires a few observations. It is clear from Paul’s words 
throughout this dissertation that the interpretation of tongues not 
only was not invariably attached to the gift of tongues* (1 Cor. 
xiv. 13, 27, 28), but was at least often a separate gift possessed 
without the kinds of tongues (cf. xii. 10, 28, xiv. 26, 28). Nothing
can be more specific than xii. 10: “....... to another, kinds of
tongues; and to another, interpretation of tongues and again, 
verse 30 : “ Do all speak with tongues ? do all interpret ?” This is 
indeed presaged by the “ diversities of gifts,” etc., of xii. 4 f. 
Upon the hypothesis of foreign languages, this would presuppose 
that some spoke languages which they could not interpret, and 
consequently could not understand, and that others understood 
languages which they could not speak. The latter point is 
common enough in ordinary life; but, in this instance, the 
miracle of supematurally receiving a perfect knowledge of 
languages, instantaneously and without previous study, is as great 
as to receive the power to speak them. The anomaly in the 
miracle, merely to point out a suggestive discrepancy where all is 
anomalous, is that the gift of tongues should ever have been 
separated from the gift of interpretation. If a man understand 
the foreign language he speaks, he can interpret i t ; if he cannot 
interpret it, he cannot understand i t ; and if he cannot understand 
it, can he possibly speak it ? Certainly not, without his having 
been made a perfectly mechanical instrument through which, 
apart from the understanding and the will, sounds are involuntarily 
produced, which is not to be entertained. Still pursuing the same 
hypothesis—the one gift is to speak languages which no one 
understands, the other to understand languages which no one 
speaks. Paul never even assumes the probability that the

Overbeck, Paulus, Pfleiderer, tie Pressens6, Renan, Reuss, Schaff, Schrader, 
Schulz, Schwegler, Stap, Steudel, De Wette, Wieseler, Weisse, Zeller, and 
others.

1 Ewald maintains that “ interpretation ” was always separate from 
“ tongues” (Die Sendschr des Ap. Paul., p. 205, anm.). Wieseler at one 
time (St. u. K rit., 1838, p. 720 f.) asserted that the speaker with tongues 
was always his own interpreter. lie  sulisequently (.S'/. u. K rit., i860, p. 117 
f.) withdrew this extraordinary theory.
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“ tongue ” spoken is understood by any one except the interpreter. 
The interpretation of such obscure tongues must have been a 
gift very little used—never, indeed, except as the complement to 
the gift of tongues. The natural and useful facility in languages 
is apparently divided into two supernatural and useless halves. 
The idea is irresistibly suggested, as apparently it was to the 
Apostle himself, whether it would not have been more for the 
good of mankind and for the honour of Christianity if, instead of 
these two miraculously incomplete gifts, a little natural good 
sense, five words even, to be spoken in the vernacular tongue 
and requiring no interpretation, had been imparted. If, instead 
of foreign languages, we substitute the utterance of ecstatic 
religious excitement, the anomaly of speaking a language without 
understanding it or being understood becomes intelligible; and 
equally so the interpretation, unaccompanied by the power of 
speaking. It is obvious in both cases that, as no one understands 
the tongue, no one can determine whether the interpretation of 
it be accurate or not. But it is easily conceivable that a sympa
thetic nervous listener might suppose that he understood the 
broken and incoherent speech of ecstasy, and might interpret it 
according to his own stimulated imagination. The mysterious 
and unknown are suggestive texts, and there is nothing more 
infectious than religious excitement. In all this, however, is there 
anything miraculous ?

We need not further demonstrate that the chief and general 
characteristic of “kinds of tongues ” was that they were unintelligible 
(cf. i Cor. xiv. 2, 6 - i  i, 13-19). Speaking with the spirit (s-vevfta) 
is opposed to speaking with the understanding ( v o u s )  (cf. verses 
14-16, etc.). They were not only unintelligible to others, but the 
speaker himself did not understand what he uttered: (verse r4) “ For 
if I pray with a tongue (y\uxjxrg) my spirit (rrvtvfjui) prayeth, but 
my understanding ( v o v s )  is unfruitful” (cf. 15 f., 19). We have 
already pointed out that Paul speaks of these Charismata in 
general, and not as affecting the Corinthians only; and we must 
now add that he obviously does not even insinuate that the “ kinds 
of tongues” possessed by that community was a spurious Charisma, 
or that any attempt had been made to simulate the g ift; for 
nothing could have been more simple than for the Apostle to 
denounce such phenomena as false, and to distinguish the genuine 
from the imitated speech with tongues. The most convincing 
proof that his remarks refer to the genuine Charisma is that the 
Apostle applies to himself the very same restrictions in the use of 
“ tongues” as he enforces upon the Corinthians (verses 18-19, 6, 
etc.), and characterises his own gift precisely as he does theirs 
(verses 6, rr, 14, 15, t9).

Now, what was the actual operation of this singular miraculous
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gift, and its utility whether as regards the community or the gifted 
individual ? Paul restricts the speaking of “ tongues ” in church 
because, being unintelligible, it is not for edification (xiv. 2 f., 
18 f., 23, 27, 28). He himself does not make use of his gift for 
the assemblies of believers (verses 6, 18). Another ground upon 
which he objects to the use of “ kinds of tongues ” in public is 
that all the gifted apparently speak at once (verses 23, 27 f., 33). It 
will be remembered that all the Charismata and their operations 
are described as due to the direct agency of the Holy Spirit 
(xii. 4 f.); and immediately following their enumeration, ending 
with “ kinds of tongues ” and “ interpretation of tongues,” the 
Apostle resumes (verse n ) ,  “ but all these worketh one and the 
same Spirit, dividing to each severally as he wills and in Acts ii. 4 
the brethren are represented as speaking with tongues “ as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” Now, the first thought which presents 
itself is : How can a gift which is due to the direct working of the 
Holy Spirit possibly be abused ? We must remember clearly that 
the speech is not expressive of the understanding of the speaker. The 
TvtvfuiTucol spoke under the inspiration of the supernatural Agent, 
that which neither they nor others understood. Is it permissible 
to suppose that the Holy Spirit could inspire speech with tongues 
at an unfitting time ? Can we imagine that this Spirit can actually 
have prompted many people to speak at one and the same time 
to the utter disturbance of order ? Is not such a gift of tongues 
more like the confusion of tongues in Babel1 than a Christian
Charisma ? “ And the Lord said :  Go to, let us go down
and there confound their language, that they may not understand 
one another’s speech.”2

In spite of his abstract belief in the divine origin of the 
Charisma, Paul’s language unconsciously betrays practical 
doubt as to its character. Does not such sarcasm as the 
following seem extremely indecorus when criticising a result 
produced directly by the Holy Spirit ? (xiv. 23) “ If, there
fore, the whole church be come into one place and all speak 
with tongues, and there come in unlearned and unbelieving 
persons, will they not say ye are mad ?” At Pentecost such an 
assembly was supposed to be drunken. 3 The whole of the counsel 
of the Apostle upon this occasion really amounts to an injunction 
to quench the Spirit. It is quite what might be expected in the 
case of the excitement of ecstatic religion, that the strong emotion 
should principally find vent in the form of prayer and praise 
(verse 15 f.); equally so that it should be unintelligible, and that no 
one should know when to say “Amen ” (verse 16), and that all

' Cf. Schrader, Der Afi. Paulus, ii., p. 72 f. 2 Gen. xi. 6, 7.
3 The same gift, it is generally understood, is referred to in Ephes. v. 18 f.

Digitized by -
I



796 SUPERNATURAL RELIGION

should speak at once ; and still more so that the practical result 
should be tumult (verses 23, 33). All this, it might appear, could 
be produced without the intervention of the Holy Spirit. So far, 
is there any utility in the miracle ?

But we are told that it is “ for a sign.” Paul argues upon this 
point in a highly eccentric manner. He quotes (v. 21) Isaiah 
xxviii. 11, 12, in a form neither agreeing with the Septuagint nor 
with the Hebrew—a passage which has merely a superficial and 
verbal analogy with the gift of tongues, but whose real historical 
meaning has no reference to it whatever: “ In the Î aw it is written, 
that with men of other tongues and with the lips of others will I 
speak unto this people; and yet for all that they will not hear me, 
saith the Lord.” The Apostle continues with singular logic: 
“ So that (Jk rre )  the tongues are for a sign («s < n//xaov) not 
to those who believe, but to the unbelieving; but prophecy is not 
for the unbelieving, but for those who believe. If, therefore, the 
whole Church be come into one place, and all speak with tongues, 
and there come in unlearned or unbelieving persons, will they not 
say that ye are mad ? But if all prophesy and there come in an
unbeliever....... he is convicted by all........and so falling on his face
he will worship God, reporting that God is indeed in you.” The 
Apostle himself shows that the tongues cannot be considered a 
sign by unbelievers, upon whom, apparently, they produce no 
other impression than that the speakers are mad or drunken.

Under any circumstances, the “ kinds of tongues ” described by 
the Apostle are a very sorry specimen of the “ signs and wonders 
and powers ” of which we have heard so much. It is not 
surprising that the Apostle prefers exhortation in a familiar tongue. 
In an ecstatic state, men are incapable of edifying others; we shall 
presently see how far they can edify themselves. Paul utters the 
pith of the whole matter at the very outset of his homily, when he 
prefers exhortation to kinds of tongues: verse 2. “ For he that 
speaketh with a tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto G od; for 
no one understandeth, but in Spirit he speaketh mysteries ” (XaXti 
fivcrrtjpta). It is not possible to read his words without the 
impression that the Apostle treats the whole subject with suppressed 
impatience. His mind was too prone to believe in spiritual 
mysteries, and his nervous nature too susceptible to religious 
emotion and enthusiasm, to permit him clearly to recognise the 
true character of the gift of “ tongues”; but his good sense asserted 
itself, and, after protesting that he would rather speak five words 
with his understanding than ten thousand words in a tongue, he 
breaks off with the characteristic exclamation (verse 20), “ Brethren, 
become not children in your minds” (prj irai&ia yivtsrOt to u s  tfrperiv). 
I'he advice is not yet out of place.

What was the private utility or advantage of the supernatural
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gift? How did he who spoke with a tongue edify himself? (verse 
4). Paul clearly states that he does not edify the Church (verse 
2 f.). In the passage just quoted the Apostle, however, says that 
the speaker “ with a tongue ” “ speaketh to God and further on 
(verses 18, 19) he implies that, although he himself does not use 
the gift in public, he does so in private. He admonishes (verse 28) 
any one gifted with tongues, if there be no interpreter present, to 
“ keep silence in a church, but let him speak to himself and to 
God.” But in what does the personal edification of the individual 
consist ? In employing language, which he does not comprehend, 
in private prayer and praise ? In addressing God in some unin
telligible jargon, in the utterance of which his understanding has 
no part? Many strange purposes and proceedings have been 
attributed to the Supreme Being, but probably none has been 
imagined more incongruous than a gift of tongues unsuitable for 
the edification of others, and not intelligible to the recipient, but 
considered an edifying substitute in private devotion for his own 
language. This was certainly not the form of prayer which Jesus 
taught his disciples.1 And this gift was valued more highly in the 
Corinthian Church than all the rest! Do we not get an instructive 
insight into the nature of the other Charismata from this suggestive 
fact ? The reality of miracles does not seem to be demonstrated 
by these chapters.3

We have already stated that the vast majority of critics explain 
ykiMTo-an XaKfiv as speech in an ecstatic condition; and all 
the phenomena described by Paul closely correspond with the 
utterance of persons in a state of extreme religious enthusiasm 
and excitement, of which many illustrations might be given from 
other religions before and since the commencement of our era, as 
well as in the history of Christianity in early and recent times. 
Every one knows of the proceedings of the heathen oracles, the 
wild writhings and cries of the Pythoness and the mystic utterances 
of the Sibyl. In the Old Testament there is allusion to the 
ecstatic emotion of the prophets in the account of Saul, 1 Sam. 
xix. 24 (cf. Isaiah viii. 19, xxix. 4). The Montanists exhibited 
similar phenomena, and Tertullian has recorded several instances 
of such religious excitement, to which we have elsewhere referred. 
Chrysostom had to repress paroxysms of pious excitement closely 
resembling these in the fourth century and even down to our 
own times instances have never been wanting of this form of

1 Matt. vi. 5 f.; Luke xi. I f.
’ It is impossible to refer to every writer by whom the arguments adopted 

throughout this section may have been used or suggested, but we very gladly 
express obligation, especially to the writings of Baur, Zeller, Meyer, Reuss, 
Overbeck, Holtzmann, and Neander.

3 Horn, in Is., vi. 2.
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hysterical religion. Into none of this can we enter here. Enough, 
we trust, has been said to show the true character of the supposed 
supernatural Charismata of Paul from his own account of them, 
and the information contained in his Epistles.

Although we have been forced to examine in considerable 
detail the passages in the writings of Paul cited by Apologists in 
support of miracles, the study is one of great value to our inquiry. 
These are the only passages which we possess in which a con
temporary and eye-witness describes what he considers super
natural phenomena, and conveys to us his impression of miraculous 
agency. Instead of traditional reports of miracles narrated by 
writers who are unknown, and who did not actually see the occur
rences in question, we have here a trustworthy witness dealing with 
matters in which he was personally interested, and writing a 
didactic homily upon the nature and operation of Charismata 
which he believed to be miraculous, and conferred upon the Church 
by the immediate agency of the Holy Spirit. The nineteenth 
century here comes into direct contact with the age of miracles, 
but at the touch these miracles vanish, and that which, seen 
through the golden mist of pious tradition, seems to possess 
unearthly power and beauty, on closer examination dwindles into 
the prose of every-day life. The more minutely miracles are 
scanned, the more unreal they are recognised to be. The point 
to which we now desire to call attention, however, is the belief and 
the mental constitution of Paul. We have seen something of the 
nature and operation of the gift of tongues. That the phenomena 
described proceeded from an ecstatic state, into which persons of 
highly excitable nervous organisation are very liable to fall under 
the operation of strong religious impressions, can scarcely be 
doubted. Eminent Apologists1 have gravely illustrated the 
phenomena by the analogy of mesmerism, somnambulism, and the 
effects of magnetism. Paul asserts that he was subject to the 
influence, whatever it was, more than anyone, and there is nothing 
which is more credible than the statement, or more characteristic 
of the Apostle. We desire to speak of him with the profoundest 
respect and admiration. We know more, from his epistles, of the 
intimate life and feelings of the great Apostle of the Gentiles than 
of any other man of the apostolic age, and it is impossible not to 
feel warm sympathy with his noble and generous character. The 
history of Christianity, after the death of its Founder, would sink 
almost into commonplace if the grand figure of Paul were blotted 
from its pages. But it is no detraction to recognise that his 
nervous temperament rendered him peculiarly susceptible of those 
religious impressions which result in conditions of ecstatic trance,

■ Bleek, Olshausen, and others.
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to which, as we actually leam from himself, he was exceptionally 
subject. The effects of this temperament probably first made him 
a Christian; and to his enthusiastic imagination we owe most of 
the supernatural dogmas of the religion which he adopted and 
transformed.

One of these trances the Apostle himself recounts,1 always 
with the cautious reserve, “ whether in the body or out of the 
body I know not, God knoweth,” how he was caught up to the 
third heaven, and in Paradise heard unutterable words which it is 
not lawful for a man to speak; in immediate connection with which 
he continues : “ And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
excess of the revelations, there was given to me a stake (o-koAoi/') 
in the flesh, an angel of Satan to buffet me."’ This was one of 
the “ visions (om-ao-tas) and revelations (airoKakv\f/us) of the 
Lord ” of which he speaks, and of which he had such an excess 
to boast. Can any one doubt that this was nearly akin to the state 
of ecstatic trance in which he spoke with tongues more than all the 
Corinthians ? Does any one suppose that Paul, “ whether in the 
body or out of the body,” was ever actually caught up into “ the 
third heaven,” wherever that may be ? or doubt that this was 
simply one of the pious hallucinations which visit those who are 
in such a state ? If we are seriously to discuss the point—it is 
clear that evidence of such a thing is out of the question; that 
Paul himself admits that he cannot definitely describe what 
happened; that we have no other ground for considering the 
matter than the Apostle’s own mysterious utterance; that it is 
impossible for a person subject to such visions and hallucinations 
to distinguish between reality and seeming; that this narrative has 
not only all the character of hallucination, but no feature of sober 
fact; and, finally, that, whilst it accords with all experiences of 
visionary hallucination, it contradicts all experience of practical 
life. We have seen that Paul believes in the genuineness and 
supernatural origin of the divine Charismata, and he in like 
manner believes in the reality of his visions and revelations. He 
has equal reason, or want of reason, in both cases.

What was the nature of the “ stake in the flesh” which, 
upon the theory of the diabolical origin of disease, he calls 
“ an angel of Satan to buffet m e”? There have been many 
conjectures offered, but one explanation which has been advanced 
by able critics has special force and probability. It is suggested 
that this “ stake in the flesh,” which almost all now at least 
recognise to have been some physical malady, and very many

1 2 Cor. xii. I f.
2 lb . , xii. 7. We need not discuss the connection of Kal-rg vrrpjSoXjj. We 

have adopted that which is also the reading of the A. V.
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suppose to have been headache or some other similar periodical 
and painful affection, was in reality a form of epilepsy'.' It has 
been ably argued that the representation of the malady as “ an 
angel of Satan ” to buffet him, directly connects it with nervous 
disorders like epilepsy, which the Jews especially ascribed to 
diabolical influence; and the mention of this (rxoKotp in immediate 
continuation of his remarks on “ visions ” and “ revelations,” 
which a tendency to this very malady would so materially assist in 
producing, further confirms the conjecture.’ No one can deny, 
and medical and psychological annals prove, that many men have 
been subject to visions and hallucinations which have never been 
seriously attributed to supernatural causes. There is not one 
single valid reason removing the ecstatic visions and trances o f the 
Apostle Paul from this class.

We do not yet discuss the supposed vision in which he saw the 
risen Jesus, though it is no exception to the rest, but reserve it 
for the next chapter. At present, it suffices that we point out the 
bearing of our examination of Paul’s general testimony to miracles 
upon our future consideration of his evidence for the Resurrection. 
If it be admitted that his judgment as to the miraculous character 
of the Charismata is fallacious, and that what he considered 
miraculous were simply natural phenomena, the theory of the 
reality of miracles becomes less tenable than ever. And if, further, 
it be recognised, as we think it necessarily must be, that Paul was 
subject to natural ecstatic trances, with all their accompanying 
forms of nervous excitement—“ kinds of tongues,” visions, and 
religious hallucinations—a strong and clear light will fall upon his 
further testimony for miraculous occurrences which we shall shortly 
have before us.

1 Ewald, Scndschr. des Ap. Paulus, p. 307 f. ; Hausrath, Der Ap. Paulus, 
p. 52 f. ; Hofmann, Die heil. Schr. JV. 7 ’., 1866, ii. 3, p. 309 ; Holsten, Zum  
Ev. des Paulus, it. s. w . , p. 85 f. ; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 186 f. ; Strauss, 
Das I  .eh. Jesit, p. 302 ; Weber u. Holtzmann, Gesch. V. Isr., ii., p. 542 f. 

a Holsten, Zum Ev. des Paulus it. des Petrus, 1868, p. 85 f.
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PART VI.

T H E  R E S U R R E C T IO N  A N D  A SC E N SIO N  

CHAPTER I.

THE RELATION OF EVIDENCE TO SUBJECT

W hen  the evidence of the Gospels regarding the great central 
dogmas of ecclesiastical Christianity is shown to be untrustworthy 
and insufficient, Apologists appeal with confidence to the testimony 
of the Apostle Paul. We presume that it is not necessary to 
show that, in fact, the main weight of the case rests upon his 
Epistles, as undoubted documents of the apostolic age, written 
some thirty or forty years after the death of the Master. The 
retort has frequently been made to the earlier portion of this work 
that, so long as the evidence of Paul remains unshaken, the apolo
getic position is secure. We may quote a few lines from an able 
work, part of a passage discussed in the preceding chapter, as a 
statement of the case : “ In the first place, merely as a matter of 
historical attestation, the Gospels are not the strongest evidence 
for the Christian miracles. Only one of the four, in its present 
shape, is claimed as the work of an Apostle, and of that the 
genuineness is disputed. The Acts of the Apostles stand upon 
very much the same footing with the synoptic Gospels, and of this 
book we are promised a further examination. But we possess at 
least some undoubted writings of one who was himself a chief 
actor in the events which followed immediately upon those 
recorded in the Gospels; and in these undoubted writings St. 
Paul certainly shows by incidental allusions, the good faith of 
which cannot be questioned, that he believed himself to be 
endowed with the power of working miracles, and that miracles, 
or what were thought to be such, were actually wrought by him
and by his contemporaries.........Besides these allusions, St. Paul
repeatedly refers to the cardinal miracles of the Resurrection and 
Ascension ; he refers to them as notorious and unquestionable 
facts at a time when such an assertion might have been easily 
refuted. On one occasion he gives a very circumstantial account

801 JK
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of the testimony on which the belief in the Resurrection rested 
(i Cor. xv. 4-8). And not only does he assert the Resurrection 
as a fact, but he builds upon it a whole scheme of doctrine : * If 
Christ be not risen,’ he says, ‘ then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain.’ We do not stay now to consider the exact 
philosophical weight of this evidence. It will be time enough to 
do this when it has received the critical discussion that may be 
presumed to be in store for it. But as external evidence, in the 
legal sense, it is probably the best that can be produced, and it 
has been entirely untouched so far.”1 We have already disposed 
of the “ allusions ” above referred to. We shall in due time deal 
with the rest of the statements in this passage, but at present it is 
sufficient to agree at least with the remark that, “ as external 
evidence,” the testimony of Paul “ is probably the best that can be 
produced.” We know at least who the witness really is, which is 
an advantage denied us in the case of the Gospels. It would 
be premature to express surprise that we find the case of 
miracles, and more especially of such stupendous miracles as the 
Resurrection and Ascension, practically resting upon the testimony 
of a single witness. This thought will intrude itself, but cannot at 
present be pursued.

The allegation which we have to examine is that the Founder of 
Christianity, after being dead and buried, rose from the dead and 
did not again die, but, after remaining some time with his disciples, 
ascended with his body into heaven.2 It is unnecessary to com
plicate the question by adding the other doctrines regarding the 
miraculous birth and divine origin and personality of Jesus. In 
the problem before us certain objective facts are asserted which 
admit of being judicially tested. We have nothing to do here 
with the vague modem representation of these events, by means of 
which the objective facts vanish, and are replaced by subjective 
impressions and tricks of consciousness or symbols of spiritual life. 
Those who adopt such views have, of course, abandoned all that is 
real and supernatural in the supposed events. The Resurrection 
and Ascension with which we have to deal are events precisely 
as objective and real as the death and burial—no ideal process 
figured by the imagination or embodiments of Christian hope, 
but tangible realities, historical occurrences in the sense of

1 Sanday, The Gospels in the Second Century, 1876, p. I of.
2 In the Articles of the Church of England this is expressed as follows: 

Art. ii. “ who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buned, e ta ” Art. iii. 
“ As Christ died for us, and was buried; so also it is to be believed that He 
went down into Hell.” Art. iv. “ Christ did truly rise again from death, and 
took again His Body, with flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to the 
perfection of man’s nature, wherewith He ascended unto Heaven, and there 
sitteth, until He return to judge all men at the last day.”
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ordinary life. If Jesus, after being crucified, dead, and buried, 
did not physically rise again from the dead, and in the flesh,1 
without again dying, “ ascend into Heaven,” the whole case falls 
to the ground. These incidents, although stupendous miracles, 
must have been actual occurrences. If they did not take place, 
our task is at an end. If it be asserted that they really did 
take place, their occurrence must be attested by adequate evidence. 
Apologists, whilst protesting that the occurrences in question are 
believed upon ordinary historical evidence, and that Christianity 
requires no indulgence, but submits itself to the same tests as any 
other affirmation, do not practically act upon this principle, but, 
as soon as it is enunciated, introduce a variety of special pleas 
which remove the case from the domain of history into that of 
theology, and proceed upon one assumption after another, until 
the fundamental facts become enveloped and, so to say, protected 
from judicial criticism by a cloud of religious dogmas and 
hypotheses.3 By confining our attention to the simple facts
which form the basis of the whole superstructure of ecclesiastical 
Christianity, we may avoid much confusion of ideas, and restrict 
the field of inquiry to reasonable limits. We propose, therefore, 
to limit our investigation to the evidence for the reality of the 
Resurrection and Ascension.

What evidence could be regarded as sufficient to establish the 
reality of such supposed occurrences ? The question is one which 
demands the serious attention and consideration of every thoughtful 
man. It is obvious that the amount of evidence requisite to 
satisfy our minds as to the truth of any statement should be 
measured by the nature of that statement and, we may as 
well add, by its practical importance to ourselves. The news 
that a man was married or a child bom last week is received 
without doubt, because men are married and children are bom 
every day; and, although such pieces of gossip are frequently 
untrue, nothing appears more natural or more in accordance with 
our experience. If we take more distant and less familiar events, 
we have no doubt that a certain monarch was crowned, and that 
he subsequently died some centuries ago. If we ask for proof 
of the statement, nothing may be forthcoming of a very minute

1 The disappearance of the I>ody from the sepulchre, a point much insisted 
upon, could have had no significance or reality if the body did not rise and 
afterwards ascend.

3 A work of this kind may be mentioned in illustration : Dr. Westcott’s 
Gospel o f  the Resurrection. The argument of this work is of unquestionable 
ability, but it is chiefly remarkable, we think, for the manner in which the 
direct evidence is hurried over, and a mass of assertions and assumptions, the 
greater part of which is utterly untenable and inadmissible, is woven into 
specious and eloquent pleading, and does duty for substantial testimony.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



SUPERNATURAL RELIGION804

or indubitable nature. No absolute eye-witness of the coronation 
may have left a clear and detailed narrative of the ceremony ; and 
possibly there may no longer be extant a sufficiently attested 
document proving with certainty the death of the monarch. 
There are several considerations, however, which make us perfectly 
satisfied with the evidence incomplete as it may be. Monarcbs 
are generally crowned and invariably die ; and the statement that 
any one particular monarch was crowned and died is so completely 
in conformity with experience that we have no hesitation in 
believing it in the specific case. We are satisfied to believe such 
ordinary statements upon very slight evidence, both because our 
experience prepares us to believe that they are true and because 
we do not much care whether they are true or not. If life, or 
even succession to an estate, depended upon either event, the 
demand for evidence, even in such simple matters, would 
be immensely intensified. The converse of the statement 
would not meet with the same reception. Would anyone 
believe the affirmation that Alfred the Great, for instance, did not 
die at all ? What amount of evidence would be required before 
such a statement could be pronounced sufficiently attested ? 
Universal experience would be so uniformly opposed to 
the assertion that such a phenomenon had taken place, that 
probably no evidence readily conceivable could ensure the 
belief of more than a credulous few. The assertion that a man 
actually died and was buried, and yet afterwards rose from the 
dead, is still more at variance with human experience. The pro
longation of life to long periods is comparatively consistent with 
experience; and if a life extending to several centuries be 
incredible, it is only so in degree, and is not absolutely contrary to 
the order of nature, which certainly under present conditions does 
not favour the supposition of such lengthened existence, but still 
does not fix hard-and-fast limits to the life of man. The resurrec
tion of a man who has once been absolutely dead, how'ever, is 
contrary to all human experience. If to this we add the assertion 
that the person so raised from the dead never again died, but, after 
continuing some time longer on earth, ascended bodily to some 
invisible and inconceivable place called Heaven, there to “ sit at 
the right hand of God,” the shock to reason and common- 
sense becomes so extreme that it is difficult even to realise the 
nature of the affirmation. It would be hopeless to endeavour to 
define the evidence which could establish the reality of the alleged 
occurrences.

As the central doctrines of a religion upon which the salvation 
of the human race is said to depend, we are too deeply interested 
to be satisfied with slight evidence or no evidence at alL It has 
not unfrequently been made a reproach that forensic evidence is
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required of the reality of Divine Revelation. Such a course is 
regarded as perfectly preposterous, whether the test be applied to 
the primary assertion that a revelation has been made at all, or to 
its contents. What kind of evidence, then, are we permitted 
decorously to require upon so momentous a subject? Appa
rently, just so much as Apologists can conveniently set before us, 
and no more. The evidence deemed necessary for the settlement 
of a Scotch peerage case, or a disputed will, is, we do not hesitate 
to say, infinitely more complete than that which it is thought 
either pious or right to expect in the case of religion. The actual 
occurrence of the Resurrection and Ascension is certainly 
a matter of evidence, and it is scarcely decent that any man 
should be required to believe what • is so opposed to human 
experience, upon more imperfect evidence than is required for the 
transfer of land or the right to a title, simply because ecclesiastical 
dogmas are founded upon them, and it is represented that, unless 
they be true, “ our hope is vain.” The testimony requisite to 
establish the reality of such stupendous miracles can scarcely be 
realised. Proportionately, it should be as unparalleled in its 
force as those events are in fact. Evidence of the actual death 
of the person requires to be as complete as evidence of his resur
rection. One point, moreover, must never be forgotten. Human 
testimony is exceedingly fallible at its best. It is liable to error 
from innumerable causes, and most of all, probably, when religious 
excitement is present, and disturbing elements of sorrow, fear, 
doubt, or enthusiasm interfere with the calmness of judgment. 
When any assertion is made which contradicts unvarying experi
ence, upon evidence which experience knows to be universally 
liable to error, there cannot be much hesitation in disbelieving the 
assertion and preferring belief in the order of nature. And when 
evidence proceeds from an age exceptionally exposed to error, 
from ignorance of natural laws, and the prevalence of supersti
tion, and religious excitement, it cannot be received without the 
gravest suspicion. We make these brief remarks, in anticipation, 
as nothing is more essential in the discussion upon which we are 
about to enter than a proper appreciation of the allegations which 
are to be tested, and of the nature of the testimony required for 
belief in them.

We shall not limit our inquiry to the testimony of Paul, but shall 
review the whole of the evidence adduced for the Resurrection 
and Ascension. Hitherto, our examination of the historical books 
of the New Testament has been mainly for the purpose of 
ascertaining their character, and the value of their evidence for 
miracles and the reality of Divine Revelation. It is unnecessary 
for us here minutely to recapitulate the results. The Acts of the 
Apostles, we have shown, cannot be received as testimony of the
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slightest weight upon any of the points before us. Briefly to state 
the case of the Gospels in other words than our own, we repeat the 
honest statement of the able writer quoted at the beginning of this 
chapter: “ In the first place, merely as a matter of historical attesta
tion, the Gospels are not the strongest evidence for the Christian 
miracles. Only one of the four, in its present shape, is claimed as the 
work of an Apostle, and of that the genuineness is disputed.”1 We 
may add that the third Synoptic does not, in the estimation of 
any one who has examined the Acts of the Apostles, gain 
additional credibility by being composed by the same author as 
the latter work. The writers of the four Gospels are absolutely 
unknown to us, and in the case of three of them it is not even 
affirmed that they were eye-witnesses of the Resurrection and 
Ascension and other miracles narrated. The undeniably doubtful 
authorship of the fourth Gospel, not to make a more positive 
statement here, renders this work, which was not written until 
upwards of half a century, at the very least, after the death of 
Jesus, incapable of proving anything in regard to the Resurrection 
and Ascension. A much stronger statement might be made, 
but we refer readers to our preceding arguments, and we shall 
learn something more of the character of the Gospel narratives 
as we proceed.

Although we cannot attach any value to the Gospels as evidence, 
we propose, before taking the testimony of Paul, to survey the 
various statements made by them regarding the astounding miracles 
we are discussing. Enough has been said to show that we cannot 
accept any statement as true simply because it is made by a Gospel 
or Gospels. When it is related in the first Synoptic, for instance, 
that Pilate took water and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, “ I am innocent of this man’s blood : see ye to it ”*— an 
incident to which no reference, be it said in passing, is made by 
the other Evangelists, although it is sufficiently remarkable to have 
deserved notice—-we cannot of course assume that Pilate actually 
said or did anything of the kind. A comparison of the various 
accounts of the Resurrection and Ascension, however, and careful 
examination of their details, will be of very great use, by enabling 
us to appreciate the position of the case apart from the evidence of 
Paul. The indefinite impression fostered by Apologists, that the 
evidence of the Gospels supplements and completes the evidence 
of the Apostle, and forms an aggregate body of testimony of 
remarkable force and volume, must be examined, and a clear 
conception formed of the whole case.

One point may at once be mentioned before we enter upon our 
examination of the Gospels. The Evangelists narrate such

' Sanday, The Gospels in the Secoml Century, p. io. - Mali, xxvii. 24.
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astonishing occurrences as the Resurrection and Ascension with 
perfect composure and absence of surprise. This characteristic is 
even made an argument for the truth of their narrative. The 
impression made upon our minds, however, is the very reverse of 
that which Apologists desire us to receive. The writers do not in 
the least degree seem to have realised the exceptional character of 
the occurrences they relate, and betray the assurance of persons 
writing in an ignorant and superstitious age, whose minds have 
become too familiar with the supernatural to be at all surprised 
either by a resurrection from the dead or a bodily ascension. 
Miracles in their eyes have lost their strangeness and seem quite 
commonplace. It will be seen, as we examine the narratives, that 
a stupendous miracle, or a convulsion of nature, is thrown in by 
one or omitted by another as a mere matter of detail. An earth
quake and the resurrection of many bodies of saints are mere 
trifles which can be inserted without wonder, or omitted without 
regret. The casual and momentary expression of hesitation to 
believe, which is introduced, is evidently nothing more than a 
rhetorical device to heighten the reality of the scene. It would 
have been infinitely more satisfactory had we been able to perceive 
that these witnesses, instead of being genuine denizens of the age 
of miracles, had really understood the astounding nature of the 
occurrences they report, and did not consider a miracle the most 
natural thing in the world.
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CHAPTER II.

THE EVIDENCE OF THE GOSPELS

In order more fully to appreciate the nature of the narratives which 
the four Evangelists give of the last hours of the life of Jesus, we 
may take them up at the point where, mocked and buffeted by the 
Roman soldiers, he is finally led away to be crucified.1

According to the Synoptics, the Roman guard entrusted with the 
duty of executing the cruel sentence find a man of Cyrene, Simon 
by name, and compel him to carry the cross.2 It was customary 
for those condemned to crucifixion to carry the cross, or at least 
the main portion of it, themselves to the place of execution, and 
no explanation is given by the Synoptists for the deviation from 
this practice which they relate. The fourth Gospel, however, does 
not appear to know anything of this incident, or of Simon of 
Cyrene, but distinctly states that Jesus bore his own cross.3 On 
the way to Golgotha, according to the third Gospel, Jesus is 
followed by a great multitude of the people, and of women who 
were bewailing and lamenting him, and headdresses to them a few 
prophetic sentences.'' We might be surprised at the singular fact

1 Let no one suppose that, in freely criticising the Gospels, w e regard without 
emotion the actual incidents which lie at the bottom of these narratives, suppos
ing them to be genuine. No one can, without pain, form to himself any ade
quate conception of the terrible sufferings of the Master, maltreated and insulted 
by a base and brutal multitude, too degraded to understand his noble character, 
and too ignorant to appreciate his elevated teaching; and to follow his 
course from the tribunal which sacrificed him to Jewish popular clamour to the 
spot where he ended a brief but self-sacrificing life by the shameful death of a 
slave may well make sympathy take the place of criticism. Profound venera
tion for the great Teacher, however, and earnest interest in all that concerns his 
history, rather command serious and unhesitating examination of the statements 
made with regard to him, than discourage an attempt to ascertain the truth ; 
and it would be anything but respect for his memory to accept without question 
the Gospel accounts of his life simply because they were composed with the 
desire to glorify him.

2 Matt, xxvii. 32; Mark xv. 21 : Luke xxiii. 26.
3 /Sairrdjaii' eaimjj rbv  aravpAv, John xix. 17. If, instead of this reading, which 

is that of the Sinailic and Alexandrian ctxlices and other authorities, adopted 
by Tischendorf and others, the to* tTravpb* atWou of the received text and Lach- 
inann, or at T ip  t . <rr., of B, X, etc., be preferred, the result is the same. We may 
mention, in passing, that the fourth Gospel has no reference to a saying ascribed 
by the Synoptics to Jesus, in which 1 tearing his cross is used typically : Matt. x. 
38, xvi. 24 ; Mark viii. 34, x. 21 ; Luke ix. 23, xiv. 27.

4 Luke xxiii. 27 f. ; cf. xxi. 23 ; Matt. xxiv. 19.
808
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that there is no reference to this incident in any other Gospel, and 
that words of Jesus, so weighty in themselves and spoken at so 
supreme a moment, should not elsewhere have been recorded, but 
for the fact that, from internal evidence, the address must be 
assigned to a period subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem. 
The other Evangelists may, therefore, well ignore it.

It was the custom to give those about to be crucified a draught 
of wine containing a strong opiate, which in some degree alle
viated the intense suffering of that mode of death. Mark1 probably 
refers to this (xv. 23) when he states that, on reaching the place of 
execution, “ they gave him wine ( o « w )  mingled with myrrh.” 
The fourth Gospel has nothing of this. Matthew says (xxvii. 34): 
“ They gave him vinegar (o£os) to drink mingled with gall ”2 
(jitra. \oX.rjs). Even if, instead of o£os with the Alexandrian 
and a majority of MSS., we read oivos, “ wine,” with the 
Sinaitic, Vatican, and some other ancient codices, this is a curious 
statement, and is well worthy of a moment’s notice as suggestive 
of the way in which these narratives were written. The concep
tion of a suffering Messiah, it is well known, was more particularly 
supported, by New Testament writers, by attributing a Messianic 
character to Psalm xxii., lxix., and Isaiah liii., and throughout the 
narrative of the Passion we are perpetually referred to these and 
other Scriptures, as finding their fulfilment in the sufferings Of 
Jesus. The first Synoptist found in Psalm lxix. 21 (Sept, lxviii. 
21); “ They gave me also gall (xoXijr) for my food, and in my 
thirst they gave me vinegar (d£os) to drink and apparently, in 
order to make the supposed fulfilment correspond as closely as 
possible, he combined the “ gall ” of the food with the vinegar or 
wine in strangely literal fashion,3 very characteristic, however, of 
the whole of the Evangelists. Luke, who seems not to have 
understood the custom known perhaps to Mark, represents (xxiii. 
36) the soldiers as mocking Jesus by “ offering him vinegar ”4 
(o£os); he omits the gall, but probably refers to the same 
Psalm without being so falsely literal as Matthew.

1 We shall, for the sake of brevity, call the Gospels by the names assigned 
to them in the Canon.

2 There have been many attempts to explain away and to make it
mean either a species of Vermuth, or any bitter substance (Olshausen, Leidens- 
gesch., 168); but the great mass of critics rightly retain its meaning— “ gall.” 
So Ewald, Meyer, Blcek, Strauss, Weisse, Schcnkel, Volkmar, Alford, 
Wordsworth, etc.

3 “ St. Matthew mentally refers it to t’salm lxix. 2t (or possibly otvov,
which Tischendorf admits fromfc^, li, D, K, L, etc. )/uerA (Karrar, I.ife
of Christ, ii., p. 400, note 1).

4 Luke omits the subsequent offer of “  vinegar” (probably the Posca of the 
Roman soldiers) mentioned by the other Evangelists. We presume the 
reference in xxiii. 36 to be the same as the act described in Matt, xxvii. 34 and 
Mark xv. 23.
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We need not enter into the discussion as to the chronology of 
the Passion week, regarding which there is so much discrepancy in 
the accounts of the fourth Gospel and of the Synoptics, nor shall 
we pause minutely to deal with the irreconcilable difference which, 
it is admitted, exists in their statement of the hours at which the 
events of the last fatal day occurred. The fourth Gospel (xix. 4) 
represents Pilate as bringing Jesus forth to the Jews “ about the 
sixth hour” (noon). Mark (xv. 25), in obvious agreement with 
the other Synoptics as further statements prove, distinctly says: 
“ And it was the third hour (9 o’clock a.m.), and they crucified 
him.” At the sixth hour (noon), according to the three Synoptists, 
there was darkness over the earth till about the ninth hour (3 
o’clock p.m.), shortly after which time Jesus expired.* As, 
according to the fourth Gospel, the sentence was not even passed 
before midday, and some time must be allowed for preparation 
and going to the place of execution, it is clear that there is a very 
wide discrepancy between the hours at which Jesus was crucified 
and died, unless, as regards the latter point, we take agreement in 
all as to the hour of death. In this case, commencing at the hour 
of the fourth Gospel and ending with that of the Synoptics, Jesus 
must have expired after being less than three hours on the cross. 
According to the Synoptics, and also, if we assign a later hour for 
the death, according to the fourth Gospel, he cannot have been 
more than six hours on the cross. We shall presently see that this 
remarkably rapid death has an important bearing upon the history 
and the views formed regarding it. It is known that crucifixion, 
besides being the most shameful mode of death, and indeed chiefly 
reserved for slaves and the lowest criminals, was one of the most 
lingering and atrociously cruel punishments ever invented by the 
malignity of man. Persons crucified, it is stated and admitted, 
generally lived for at least twelve hours, and sometimes even sur
vived the excruciating tortures of the cross for three days. We 
shall not further anticipate remarks which must hereafter be made 
regarding this.

We need not do more than again point out that no two o f the 
Gospels agree upon so simple, yet important, a point as the 
inscription on the cross.2 It is argued that “ a close examination 
of the narratives furnishes no sufficient reason for supposing that 
all proposed to give the same or the entire inscription,” and, after 
some curious reasoning, it is concluded that “ there is at least no 
possibility of showing any inconsistency on the strictly literal 
interpretation of the words of the evangelist.”J On the contrary, 1 2 3

1 Matt, xxvii. 45 f. ; Mark xv. 33 f. ; Luke xxiii. 44 f.
2 Cf. Matt, xxvii. 37 ; Mark xv. 26 ; Luke xxiii. 38; John xix. 19.
3 Westcott, fnt. to Study of the Gospels, 4th ed., p. 328, note to.
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we had ventured to suppose that, in giving a form of words said 
to have been affixed to the cross, the evangelists intended to give 
the form actually used, and consequently “ the same ” and “ entire 
inscription,” which must have been short; and we consider it 
quite inconceivable that such was not their deliberate intention, 
however imperfectly fulfilled.

We pass on merely to notice a curious point in connection with 
an incident related by all the Gospels. It is stated that the 
Roman soldiers who crucified Jesus divided his garments amongst 
them, casting lots to determine what part each should take. The 
clothing of criminals executed was the perquisite of the soldiers 
who performed the duty, and there is nothing improbable in the 
story that the four soldiers decided by lot the partition of the 
garments—indeed, there is every reason to suppose that such was 
the practice. The incident is mentioned as the direct fulfilment 
of the Psalm xxii. 18, which is quoted literally from the Septuagint 
version (xxi. 18) by the author of the fourth Gospel. He did not, 
however, understand the passage, or disregarded its true meaning, 
and in order to make the incident accord better, as he supposed, 
with the prophetic Psalm, he represents that the soldiers amicably 
parted the rest of his garments amongst them without lot, but cast 
lots for the coat, which was without seam : (xix. 24) “ They said, 
therefore, among themselves : Let us not’ rend it, but cast lots 
for it, whose it shall b e; that the Scripture might be fulfilled : 
They parted my garments among them, and for my vesture they 
cast lots. These things, therefore, the soldiers did.” The 
Evangelist does not perceive that the two parts of the sentence in 
the Psalm really refer to the same action, but exhibits the partition 
of the garments and the lots for the vesture as separately fulfilled. 
The Synoptists apparently divide the whole by lot.* They do 
not expressly refer to the Psalm, except in the received text 
of Matthew xxvii. 35, into which and some other MSS. the 
quotation has been interpolated.3 That the narrative of the 
Gospels, instead of being independent and genuine history, is 
constructed upon the lines of supposed Messianic Psalms and 
passages of the Old Testament will become increasingly evident 
as we proceed.

It is stated by all the Gospels that two malefactors—the first 
and second calling them “ robbers”—were crucified with Jesus, 
the one on the right hand and the other on the left. The state
ment in Mark xv. 28, that this fulfilled Isaiah liii. 12, which is 
found in our received text, is omitted by all the oldest codices,

1 Matt, xxvii. 35 ; Mark xv. 24 ; Luke xxiii. 34.
3 “ Certainly an interpolation” (Westcott, Int. to Study o f Gospels, p. 325, 

note 2).
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and is an interpolation but we shall hereafter have to speak of 
this point in connection with another matter, and we now merely 
point out that, though the verse was thus inserted here, it is 
placed in the mouth of Jesus himself by the third Synoptist 
(xxii. 37), and the whole passage from which it was taken has 
evidently largely influenced the composition of the narrative before 
us. According to the first and second Gospels,2 the robbers 
joined with the chief priests and the scribes and elders and those 
who passed by in mocking and reviling Jesus. This is directly 
contradicted by the third Synoptist, who states that only one of 
the malefactors did so (xxiii. 39 f .): “ But the other answering 
rebuked him and said : Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou 
art in the same condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we 
are receiving the due reward of our deeds ; but this man did 
nothing amiss. And he said: Jesus, remember me when thou 
comest in thy kingdom. And he said unto him : Verily, I say 
unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” It requires 
very little examination to detect that this story is legendary, and 
cannot be maintained as historical. Those who dwell upon its 
symbolical character do nothing to establish its veracity. This 
exemplary robber speaks like an Apostle, and in praying Jesus as 
the Messiah to remember him when he came into his kingdom, 
he shows much more 'than apostolic appreciation of the claims 
and character of Jesus. The reply of Jesus, moreover, contains a 
statement not only wholly contradictory of Jewish belief as to the 
place of departed spirits, but of all Christian doctrine at the time 
as to the descent of Jesus into Hades. Into this, however, it is 
needless for us to go.3 Not only do the other Gospels show no 
knowledge of so interesting an episode, but, as we have pointed 
out, the first and second Synoptics positively exclude it. We 
shall see, moreover, that there is a serious difficulty in under
standing how this conversation on the cross, which is so exclusively 
the property of the third Synoptist, could have been reported to 
him.

The Synoptics represent the passers-by and the chief priests, 
scribes, and elders as mocking Jesus as he hung on the cross. 
The fourth Gospel preserves total silence as to all this. It is 
curious also that the mocking is based upon that described in the 
Psalm xxii., to which we have already several times had to refer. 
In verse 7 f. we have: “All they that see me laughed me to scorn; 
they shot out the lip ; they shook the head (saying), 8. He trusted

' “ Certainly an interpolation” (Westcott, /A, p. 326, note 5).
3 Matt, xxvii. 44 ; Mark xv. 32.
3 It is unnecessary for us to discuss the various ideas of which this episode 

is supposed to be symbolical.
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in  the Ixjrd, let Him deliver him, let Him save him (seeing) that 
h e  delighteth in him.”1 Compare with this Matt, xxvii. 39 f., 
Mark xv. 29 f., Luke xxiii. 35. Is it possible to suppose that the 
ch ief priests and elders and scribes could actually have quoted the 
words of this Psalm, there put into the mouth of the Psalmist’s 
enemies, as the first Synoptist represents (xxvii. 43)? It is obvious 
that the speeches ascribed to the chief priests and elders can be 
nothing more than the expressions which the writers considered 
suitable to them, and the fact that they seek their inspiration in a 
Psalm which they suppose to be Messianic is suggestive.

We have already mentioned that the fourth Gospel says nothing 
o f  any mocking speeches. The author, however, .narrates an 
episode (xix. 25-27) in which the dying Jesus is represented as 
confiding his mother to the care of “ the disciple whom he loved,” 
o f  which, in their tum, the Synoptists seem to be perfectly 
ignorant. We have already elsewhere remarked that there is no 
evidence that there was any disciple whom Jesus specially 
loved, except the repeated statement in this Gospel. No other 
work of the New Testament contains a hint of such an individual, 
and much less that he was the Apostle John. Nor is there any 
evidence that any one of the disciples took the mother of Jesus to 
his own home. There is, therefore, no external confirmation of 
this episode; but there is, on the contrary, much which leads to 
the conclusion that it is not historical. There has been some 
discussion as to whether four women are mentioned (xix. 25), or 
whether “ his mother’s sister” is represented as “ Mary, the wife 
of Clopas,” or was a different person. There are, we think, reasons 
for concluding that there were four; but, in the doubt, we 
shall not base any argument on the point. The Synoptics’ dis
tinctly state that “ the women that followed him from Galilee,” 
amongst whom were “ Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
James and Joseph and the mother of Zebedee’s sons,”3 and, as the 
third Synoptic says, “ all his acquaintance,”'* were standing “afar 
o ff” (/MKpoOtv). They are unanimous in saying this, and there is 
every reason for supposing that they are correct.s This is, conse
quently, a contradiction of the account in the fourth Gospel that 
John and the women were standing “ by the cross of Jesus.” 
Olshausen, Liicke, and others, suggest that they subsequently came 
from a distance up to the cross; but the statement of the Synoptists 
is made at the close, and after this scene is supposed to have taken

'  7. Yl&yrts ol diupovyTts fie t^t/LvK'rqpt&av fit, ( \d \pcaJ1 (y xeiXtcro', ( K*y-qjav 
KtifiaX̂ jy, 8. 'HXTure* *ri Kuptoy, pvoda&u airr&y, aua&TU airrby, Srt 0(\<i airr&y. 
Ps. xxi., Sept.; cf. verses 4, 5.

* Matt, xxvii. 55 f. ; Mark xv. 40; Luke xxiii. 49.
3 Matt, xxvii. 56 j Mark xv. 40. * Luke xxiii. 49.
5 Cf. Matt. xxvi. 31, 56; Mark x iv . 27.
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place. The opposite conjecture, that from standing close to the 
cross they removed to a distance, has little to recommend it. 
Both explanations are equally arbitrary and unsupported by 
evidence.

It may be well, in connection with this, to refer to the various 
sayings and cries ascribed by the different Evangelists to Jesus on 
the cross. We have already mentioned the conversation with the 
“ penitent thief,” which is peculiar to the third Gospel, and now 
that with the “ beloved disciple,” which is only in the fourth. The 
third Synoptic1 states that, on being crucified, Jesus said, “ Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do ”—a saying which is 
in the spirij of Jesus and worthy of him, but of which the other 
Gospels do not take any notice.2 The fourth Gospel again has a 
cry (xix. 28): “ After this, Jesus, knowing that all things are now 
fulfilled, that the Scripture might be accomplished, saith : I thirst." 
The majority of critics understand by this that “ I thirst ” is said 
in order “ that the Scripture might be fulfilled ” by the offer o f the 
vinegar, related in the following verse. The Scripture referred to 
is of course Psalm lxix. 2 1 : “ They gave me also gall for my food, 
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar (<>£os) to drink ” ; which 
we have already quoted in connection with Matthew xxvii. 34. 
The third Synoptic (xxiii. 36) represents the vinegar as being 
offered in mockery at a much earlier period, and Matthew and 
Mark3 connect the offer of the vinegar with quite a different cry 
from that in the fourth Gospel. Nothing could be more natural 
than that, after protracted agony, the patient sufferer should ary, 
“ I thirst but the dogmatic purpose, which dictates the whole 
narrative in the fourth Gospel, is rendered obvious by the reference 
of such a cry to a supposed Messianic prophecy. This is further 
displayed by the statement (v. 29) that the sponge with vinegar 
was put “ upon hyssop” (vu-trdnr^y—the two Synoptics have “ on 
a reed ” (kuA<I^)—which the author probably uses in association 
with the paschal lamb,4 an idea present to his mind throughout the 
passion. The first and second Synoptics5 represent the last cry of 
Jesus to have been a quotation from Psalm xxii. 1: “ Eli (or Mark, 
Eloi), Eli, lema sabacthani ? that is to say : My God, my God, 
why didst thou forsake me ?” This, according to them, evidently, 
was the last articulate utterance of the expiring Master, for they 
merely add that “ when he cried again with a loud voice ” Jesus 
yielded up his spirit.6 Neither of the other Gospels lias any

• xxiii. 34.
2 Strauss calls attention to Isaiah liii. 12, where, of the servant of Jehovah, 

it is said that he “ made intercession for the transgressors” (Das l^ben lesu, 
p. 584).

3 Matt, xxvii. 48 f.; Mark xv. 36. * Exod. xii. 22 ; cf. Levit. xiv. 4, 6, 49.
5 Matt, xxvii. 46; Mark xv. 34. 6 Matt, xxvii. 50 [ Mark xv. 37.
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mention of this cry. The third Gospel substitutes : “ And when 
Jesus cried with a loud voice he said : Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit, and having said this he expired.”' This is an 
almost literal quotation from the Septuagint version of Psalm xxxi. 
5. The fourth Gospel has a totally different cry (xix. 30), for, on 
receiving the vinegar, which accomplished the Scripture, he repre
sents Jesus as saying, “ It is finished ” (TertAeo-Tai), and imme
diately expiring.

It will be observed that seven sayings are attributed to Jesus on 
the cross, of which the first two Gospels have only one, the third 
Synoptic three, and the fourth Gospel three. We do not intend to 
express any opinion here in favour of any of these, but we merely 
point out the remarkable fact that, with the exception of the one 
cry in the first two Synoptics, each Gospel has ascribed different 
sayings to the dying Master, and not only no two of them agree, 
but in some important instances the statement of the one Evange
list seems to exclude the accounts of the others. Everyone 
knows the hackneyed explanation of Apologists, but in works 
which repeat each other so much elsewhere it certainly is a curious 
phenomenon that there is so little agreement here. If all the 
Master's disciples “ forsook him and fled,”2 and his few friends and 
acquaintances stood “ afar off” regarding his sufferings, it is 
readily conceivable that pious tradition had unlimited play. We 
must return to the cry recorded in Matthew and Mark,3 the 
only one about which two witnesses agree. Both of them give this 
quotation from Psalm xxii. 1 in Aramaic : Eli (Mark : Eloi), Eli,-* 
lema sabacthani. The purpose is clearly to enable the reader to 
understand what follows, which we quote from the first Gospel : 
“ And some of them that stood there, when they heard it said :
This man calleth for Elijah.......  The rest said : Let be, let us see
whether Elijah cometh to save him.”5 It is impossible to confuse 
“ E l i” or “ E lo i” with “ Elijahu,” and the explanations suggested 
by Apologists are not sufficient to remove a difficulty which seems 
to betray the legendary character of the statement. The mistake 
of supposing that Jesus called for Elijah could not possibly have 
been made by those who spoke Aramaic; that strangers not 
perfectly understanding Aramaic should be here intended cannot 
Ire maintained, for the suggestion is represented as adopted by 
“ the rest.” The Roman soldiers had probably never heard of 
Elijah ; and there is nothing to support the allegation of mockery

1 Luke xxiii. 46. 2 Matt. xxvi. 56. 3 Matt, xxvii. 46; Mark xv. 34.
4 The Sinaitic cod., Matt, xxvii. 46 reads : Awl, Awl, Xc/uA <rafiaxOarel; the

cod. Alex., ^Xl, T7XI, x. -j. ; cod. Vat., Awct, Awrl, x. t. X1 D has ^Xel, i j\t  1,
x . t .X* We only note the variations in the first two words, which are those upon 
which the question turns.

5 Matt, xxvii. 47, 49; cf. Mark xv. 35, 36.
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as accounting for the singular episode. The verse of the Psalm 
was too well known to the Jews to admit of any suggested play 
upon words.

The three Synoptics state that, from the sixth hour (mid-day) to 
the ninth (3 o’clock), “ there was darkness over all the earth” 
(a-KOToi iy tv tr o  iirl tt array rrjv  y>Ĵ ')., The third Gospel 
adds, “ the sun having failed ”  (rov r/X-lov taXoron-os).3 By 
the term “ all the earth ” some critics maintain that the Evangelist 
merely meant the Holy Land, 3 whilst others hold that he uses the 
expression in its literal sense. The fourth Gospel takes no notice 
of this darkness. Such a phenomenon is not a trifle to be ignored 
in any account of the crucifixion, if it actually occurred. The 
omission of all mention of it either amounts to a denial of its 
occurrence, or betrays most suspicious familiarity with supernatural 
interference. Many efforts have been made to explain this 
darkness naturally, or at least to find some allusion to it in con
temporary history, all of which have signally failed. As the moon 
was at the full, it is admitted that the darkness could not have 
been an eclipse. The Fathers appealed to Phlegon the Chronicler, 
who mentions* an eclipse of the sun about this period accompanied 
by an earthquake, and also to a similar occurrence referred to by- 
Eusebius,* probably quoted from the historian Thallus; but, of 
course, modem knowledge has dispelled the illusion that these 
phenomena have any connection with the darkness we are dis
cussing, and the theory that the Evangelists are confirmed in their 
account by this evidence is now generally abandoned. It is apart 
from our object to show how common it was amongst classical and 
other writers to represent nature as sympathising with national or 
social disasters ;6 and as a poetical touch this remarkable darkness 
of the Synoptists, of which no one else knows anything, is quite 
intelligible. The statement, however, is as seriously and deliber
ately made as any other in their narrative, and does not add to its 
credibility. It is obvious that the account is mythical, and it 
bears a strange likeness to passages in the Old Testament, from 
the imagery of which the representation in all probability was 
derived.?

1 Matt, xxvii. 45 ; Mark xv. 33 ; Luke xxiii. 44.
3 Luke xxiii. 45. This is the reading of the Sinaitic and Vatican (<*\etir.) 

codices. A reads aal ioKoriadtj 6 tjXxos.
3 Dr. Farrar says : “ It is quite possible that the darkness was a local gloom 

which hung densely over the guilty city and its immediate neighbourhood ” 
(I.ife of Christ, 5th ed., ii., p. 414).

* xiii. Olympiad. * Chrrm. ad Olymp. , 202.
6 Cf. Virgil., Georg., i. 463-468 j Dio Cass., 40.v j, 56.29 ; Plin. H. N., 

2.30; Plutarch., V. Rom., § 27, p. 34; Cees., § 69, p. 740 f. ; Wetstein, 
Grotius, ad A. /.

7 Cf. Joel ii. 10, 31, iii. 15 ; Amos viii. 9 ; Isaiah xiii. 10, /. 3, etc.
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The first and second Gospels state that when Jesus cried with 
a loud voice and yielded up his spirit “ the veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom.”1 The third Synoptic 
associates this occurrence with the eclipse of the sun, and narrates 
it before the final cry and death of the Master.2 The fourth 
Gospel takes no notice of so extraordinary a phenomenon. The 
question might be asked: How could the chief priests, who do 
not appear to have been at all convinced by such a miracle, but 
still continued their invincible animosity against the Christian sect, 
reveal the occurrence of such a wonder, of which there is no 
mention elsewhere? Here again the account is legendary and 
symbolical, and in the spirit of the age of miracles.3

The first Synoptist, however, has further marvels to relate. He 
states in continuation of the passage quoted above: “ and the earth 
was shaken (fo-tto-dij) and the rocks were rent and the sepulchres 
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who slept were raised; 
and they came out of the sepulchres after his resurrection, and 
entered into the holy city and appeared unto many.”'* How great 
must be the amazement of anyone who may have been inclined to 
suppose the Gospels sober historical works, on finding that the 
other three Evangelists do not even mention these astounding 
occurrences related by the first Synoptist! An earthquake 
(a-tuj-fios)5 and the still more astounding resurrection of many 
saints who appeared unto “ many," and, therefore, an event by no 
means secret and unknown to all but the Synoptist, and yet three 
other writers, who give accounts of the crucifixion and death of 
Jesus, and who enter throughout into very minute details, do not 
even condescend to mention them ! Nor does any other New 
Testament writer chronicle them. It is unnecessary to say that 
the passage has been a very serious difficulty for Apologists; and 
one of the latest writers of this school, reproducing the theories of 
earlier critics, deals with it in a Life of Christ, which “ is avowedly 
and unconditionally the work of a believer,”6 as follows: “ An 
earthquake shook the earth and split the rocks, and as it rolled 
away from their places the great stones which closed and covered 
the cavern sepulchres of the Jews, it seemed to the imaginations 
of many to have disimprisoned the spirits of the dead, and to 
have filled the air with ghostly visitants, who after Christ had 
risen appeared to linger in the Holy City.” In a note he adds : 
“ Only in some such way as this can I account for the singular and

■ Matt, xxvii. 51 ; Mark xv. 38. 2 Lake xxiii. 45.
3 We have elsewhere referred to the wonderful occurrences related by 

Josephus at the Temple about the time of the siege {Bell. Jud ., vi. 5, § 3 ; 
cf. Apoc., xi. 19).

4 Matt, xxvii. 51-53. 5 So the phenomenon is distinctly called in v. 54.
6 Farrar, Life o f Christ, i., Pref., p. viii.

3 G
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wholly isolated allusion of Matt, xxvii. 52, 53.”' It is worthy of 
note, and we may hereafter refer to the point, that learned divines 
thus do not scruple to adopt the “ vision hypothesis ” of the resur
rection. Even if the resurrection of the saints so seriously related 
by the Evangelist be thus disposed of, and it be assumed that the 
other Gospels, likewise adopting the “ vision ” explanation, conse
quently declined to give an objective place in their narrative to what 
they believed to be a purely subjective and unreal phenomenon, 
there still remains the earthquake, to which supernatural incident of 
the crucifixion none of the other Evangelists think it worth while to 
refer. Need we argue that the earthquake is as mythical as the 
resurrection of the saints ? In some apocryphal writings even the 
names of some of these risen saints are given.’ As the case 
actually stands, with these marvellous incidents related solely by 
the first Synoptist and ignored by the other Evangelists, it would 
seem superfluous to enter upon more detailed criticism o f the 
passage, and to point out the incongruity of the fact that these 
saints are said to be raised from the dead just as the Messiah 
expires, or the strange circumstance that, although the sepulchres 
are said to have been opened at that moment and the resurrection 
to have then taken place, it is stated that they only came out of 
their graves after the resurrection of Jesus. The allegation, more
over, that they were raised from the dead at that time, and before 
the resurrection of Jesus, virtually contradicts the saying of the 
Apocalypse (i. 5) that Jesus was the “ first begotten of the dead,” 
and of Paul (1 Cor. xv. 20) that he was “ the first fruits of them 
who had fallen asleep. ”3 Paul’s whole argument is opposed to 
such a story; for he does not base the resurrection of the dead 
upon the death of Jesus, but, in contradistinction, upon his 
resurrection only. The Synoptist evidently desires to associate the

■ Farrar, i t . ,  ii., p. 419. Dean Milman, following the explanation of 
Michaelis, says: “  Even the dreadful earthquake which followed seemed to 
pass away without appalling the enemies of Jesus. The rending of the veil of 
the Temple from the top to the bottom, so strikingly significant of the abolition 
of the local worship, would either be concealed by the priesthood, or attributed 
as a natural effect to the convulsion of the earth. The same convulsion would 
displace the stones which covered the ancient tombs and lay open many of the 
innumerable rock-hewn sepulchres which perforated the hills on every side of 
the city, and expose the dead to public view. To the awe-struck and depressed 
minds of the followers of Jesus, no doubt, were confined those visionary 
appearances of these spirits of their deceased brethren, which are obscurely 
intimated in the rapid narratives of the Evangelists” (Hist, of Christianity, i., 
p. 336). It will be observed that, inadvertently, Dr. Milman has put “ Evan
gelists ” in the plural.

2 Anaphora Pilati, Thilo, Cod. Apot. N. T., p. 8 lo f . ; Tischendorf, Pi'ang. 
Apocr., p. 424.

3 Can the author of the Apocalypse or Paul ever have heard of the raising 
of Lazarus?
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resurrection of the saints with the death of Jesus to render that 
event more impressive, but delays the completion of it in order 
to give a kind of precedence to the resurrection of the Master. 
The attempt leads to nothing but confusion. What could be the 
object of such a resurrection ? It could not be represented as any 
effect produced by the death of Jesus, nor even by his alleged 
resurrection, for what dogmatic connection could there be between 
that event and the fact that a few saints only were raised from 
their graves, whilst it was not pretended that the dead “ saints” 
generally participated in this resurrection ? No intimation is given 
that their appearance to many was for any special purpose, and 
certainly no practical result has ever been traced to it. Finally we 
might ask : What became of these saints raised from the dead ? 
Did they die again? Or did they also “ ascend into Heaven”? 
A little reflection will show that these questions are pertinent. It 
is almost inconceivable that any serious mind could maintain the 
actual truth of such a story, upon such evidence. Its objective 
truth not being maintainable, however, the character of the work 
which advances such an unhesitating statement is determined, and 
the value of its testimony can without difficulty be settled.

The continuation of this episode in the first Synoptic is quite in 
keeping with its commencement. It is stated : “ But when the 
centurion and they that were with him watching Jesus saw the 
earthquake ( a - tu r f i b v )  and the things that were done ( r a  y t v o / x t v a )  

they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was a son of God ” 
( ’A k r jO io s  v l b s  O to v  i otrc-os).1 In Mark the statement is very 
curiously varied : “And when the centurion who stood over against 
him saw that he so expired, he said : Truly this man was a son of 
God.”3 It is argued on the one hand that the centurion’s wonder 
was caused by Jesus dying with so loud a cry, and the reading 
of many MSS. would clearly support this ?  and on the other that 
the cause of his exclamation was the unexpectedly rapid death of 
Jesus. Whichever view be taken, the centurion’s deduction, it 
must be admitted, rests upon singularly inconclusive reasoning.

' Matt, xxvii. 54. This is the reading of the Vatican Cod. and D, with 
some others. Cod. A, C, E, F, and many others, read ffeoO vl6s. The 
Sinaitic MS. has ’A\. ulir 1)v toO ffeou oSrot. The rendering of the A. V., “ the 
Son of God,” cannot be sustained linguistically, whatever may have been the 
writer’s intention.

3 Mark xv. 39. The A. V. has: “ saw that he so cried out, and gave up 
the ghost”; has certainly high authority (A, C, E, G, H, etc.; D
has updfarra), but the Sin., Vat., and some other codices and versions, omit 
it, and it is rejected by Tischendorf. We, therefore, take the reading for the 
moment which leaves the question most open.

3 Meyer, who takes the view, considers that, hearing Jesus expire with so 
loud a cry, the centurion concluded him to be a “ H ero” (Ev. des Mark u. 
Lukas, 3 te Aujl., 203 f.).
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We venture to think that it is impossible that a Roman soldier 
could either have been led to form such an opinion upon such 
grounds, or to express it in such terms. In Luke we have a third 
reading: “But when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified 
God, saying, Certainly this man was righteous ”I ( 'Oi-rtus 6 
avOpunros ovtos Sikollos tJv). There is nothing here about 
the “ Son of God but when the writer represents the Roman 
soldier as glorifying God the narrative does not seem much more 
probable than that of the other Synoptists.

The fourth Evangelist does not refer to any such episode, 
but, as usual, introduces a very remarkable incident o f  his 
own, of which the Synoptists, who record such peculiar details 
of what passed, seem very strangely to know nothing. The fourth 
Evangelist states: “ The Jews, therefore, because it was the pre
paration, that the bodies might not remain upon the cross on the 
sabbath (for that sabbath-day was a high day), besought Pilate 
that their legs might be broken and they might be taken away. 
So the soldiers came and brake the legs of the first, and o f the 
other who was crucified with him ; but when they came to Jesus, 
as they saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs; but 
one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith 
there came out blood and water. And he that hath seen hath 
borne witness, and his witness is true; and that man knoweth that 
he saith what is true, that ye also may believe. For these things 
came to pass that the Scripture might be fulfilled : A bone of him 
shall not be broken. And again another Scripture saith : They 
shall look on him whom they pierced.”’ It is inconceivable that, 
if this actually occurred, and occurred more especially that the 
“ Scripture might be fulfilled,” the other three Evangelists could 
thus totally ignore it all.3 The second Synoptist does more : he 
not only ignores, but excludes i t ; for (xv. 43 f.) he represents 
Joseph as begging the body of Jesus from Pilate “ when evening 
was now come.” “ And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead ; 
and, calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had 
been long dead. And, when he knew it of the centurion, he gave 
the corpse to Joseph.”'* Now, although there could be no doubt 
on the point, the fourth Gospel clearly states (xix. 38, per a ra vra )  
that Joseph made his request for the body after the order had been 
given by Pilate to break the legs of the crucified, and after it had 
been executed as above described. If Pilate had already given

1 xxiii. 47. 3 John xix. 31-37.
3 The Sin., Vat., and other codices insert in Matt, xxvii. 49 the phrase from 

John xix. 34, AWos Si \a 3wr \iyxv'< t ”v(er currou rijr rXevpdr, mu
DSup «roi ai/M. Notwithstanding this high authority, it is almost universally 
acknowledged that the phrase is an interpolation here.

4 Mark xv. 44-43.
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the order to break the legs, how is it possible he could have mar
velled, or acted as he is described in Mark to have done?

It is well known that the Crurifragium, which is here applied, 
was not usually an accompaniment of crucifixion, though it may 
have been sometimes employed along with it, * but that it was a 
distinct punishment. It consisted in breaking, with hammers or 
clubs, the bones of the condemned fronrthe hips to the feet. We 
shall not discuss whether, in the present case, this measure really 
was adopted or not. The representation is that the Jews requested 
Pilate to break the legs of the crucified that the bodies might be 
removed before the Sabbath, and that the order was given and 
executed. The first point to be noted is the very singular manner 
in which the leg-breaking was performed. The soldiers are said 
to have broken the legs of the first, and then of the other who 
was crucified with Jesus, thus passing over Jesus in the first 
instance ; and then the Evangelist says : “ but when they came to 
Jesus, as they saw that he was dead already, they brake not his 
legs, but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side.” This 
order of procedure is singular; but the whole conduct of the 
guard is so extraordinary that such details become comparatively 
insignificant. An order having been given to the Roman soldiers, 
in accordance with the request of the Jews, to break the legs of 
the crucified, we are asked to believe that they did not execute it 
in the case of Jesus ! It is not reasonable to suppose that 
Roman soldiers either were in the habit of disregarding their 
orders, or could have any motive for doing so in this case, and 
subjecting themselves to the severe punishment for disobedience 
inflicted by Roman military law. It is argued that they saw that 
Jesus was already dead, and, therefore, that it was not necessary 
to break his legs; but soldiers are not in the habit of thinking 
in this way : they are disciplined to obey. The fact is that the 
certainty that Jesus was dead already did not actually exist in 
their minds, for, in that case, why should the soldier have 
pierced his side with a spear? The only conceivable motive 
for doing so was to make sure that Jesus really was dead ; but is 
it possible to suppose that a Roman soldier, being in the slightest 
doubt, actually chose to assure himself in this way when he might 
still more effectually have done so by simply obeying the order of 
his superior and breaking the legs ? The whole episode is mani
festly unhistorical.

It is clear that to fulfil in a marked way the prophecies which 
the writer had in his mind, and wished specially to apply to 
Jesus, it was necessary that, in the first place, there should have 
been a distinct danger of the bones being broken, and at the

1 Ebrard admits that it was not common (Evang. G e s e h p. 565, anm . 31).
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same time of the side not being pierced. The order to break 
the legs of the crucified is therefore given, but an extraordinary 
exception is made in favour of Jesus, and a thrust with the lance 
substituted, so that both passages of the Scripture are supposed 
to be fulfilled. What Scriptures, however, are fulfilled ? The 
first, “ A bone of him shall not be broken,” is merely the 
prescription with regard to the Paschal lamb, Ex. xii. 46,' and the 
dogmatic view of the fourth Evangelist leads him throughout to 
represent Jesus as the true Paschal lamb. The second is Zech.
xii. io ,2 and anyone who reads the passage, even without the 
assistance of learned exegesis, may perceive that it has no such 
application as our Evangelist gives it. We shall pass over, as not 
absolutely necessary for our immediate purpose, very many 
important details of the episode; but regarding this part of the 
subject we may say that we consider it evident that, if an order 
was given to break the legs of the crucified upon this occasion, 
that order must have been executed upon Jesus equally with any 
others who may have been crucified with him.

There has been much discussion as to the intention of the 
author in stating that, from the wound made by the lance, there 
forthwith came out “  blood and water ” (alpa kal v8a>p); and 
likewise as to whether the special testimony here referred to in 
the third person is to attest more immediately the flow of blood 
and water, or the whole episode.3 In regard to the latter point, 
we need not pause to discuss the question. As to the “ blood 
and water,” some see in the statement made an intention to show 
the reality of the death of Jesus, whilst others more rightly 
regard the phenomenon described as a representation of a 
supernatural and symbolical incident, closely connected with the 
whole dogmatic view of the Gospel. It is impossible not to see 
in this the same idea as that expressed in 1 John v. 6 : “ This 
is he that came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the 
water only, but in the water and the blood.”♦ As a natural 
incident it cannot be entertained, for in no sense but mere 
quibbling could it be said that “ blood and water ” could flow 
from such a wound, and as a supernatural phenomenon it must 
be rejected. As a proof of the reality of the death of Jesus, it 
could only have been thought of at a time when gross ignorance 
prevailed upon all medical subjects. We shall not here discuss 
the reality of the death of Jesus, but we may merely point out that

1 Cf. Numbers ix. 12; Ps. xxxiv. 20.
2 Cf. Ps. xxii. 16. We need not discuss here the variation in the quotation 

from Zech. xii. 10.
3 Of course we do not here even touch upon the wider question raised by 

this passage.
4 Cf. John vii. 37-39, iii. 5, etc.
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the almost unprecedentedly rapid decease of Jesus was explained 
by Origen1 and some of the Fathers as miraculous. It has been 
argued that the thrust of the lance may have been intended to 
silence those objectors who might have denied the actual death on 
the ground that the legs of Jesus were not broken like those of the 
two malefactors,2 and it certainly is generally quoted as having 
assured the fact of death. The statement that blood flowed from 
the wound by no means supports the allegation; and, although 
we may make little use of the argument, it is right to say that there 
is no evidence of any serious kind advanced of the reality of the 
death of Jesus, here or in the other Gospels.^

The author of the fourth Gospel himself seems to betray that 
this episode is a mere interpolation of his own into a narrative to 
which it does not properly belong. According to his own account 
(xix. 31), the Jews besought Pilate that the legs might be broken 
and that the bodies “ might be taken away ” (aptiSxriv). The 
order to do this was obviously given, for the legs are forthwith 
broken, and, of course, immediately after, the bodies, in pursuance 
of the same order, would have been taken away. As soon as the 
Evangelist has secured his purpose of showing how the Scriptures 
were fulfilled by means of this episode, he takes up the story as 
though it had not been interrupted, and proceeds verse 38: “After 
these things ”  (/«ra ravra), that is to say after the legs of the male
factors had been broken and the side of Jesus pierced, Joseph 
besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and 
Pilate gave leave. But, if verse 31 f. be historical, the body must 
already have been taken away. All the Synoptics agree with the 
fourth Gospel in stating that Joseph of Arimathaea begged for and 
obtained the body of Jesus from Pilate.4 The second and third 
Synoptics describe him as belonging to the Council, but the first 
Gospel merely calls him “a rich man,” whilst the fourth omits both 
of these descriptions. They all call him a disciple of Jesus— 
secretly for fear of the Jews, the fourth Gospel characteristically 
adds—although the term that he was “waiting for the Kingdom 
of God,” used by the second and third Gospels, is somewhat 
vague. The fourth Gospel introduces a second personage in the

1 “  Orcnnt Patrem% et exauditus est, et statim ut clamcevit ad Patrem, 
receptus est aut strut qui potestalem habcbat poncndi ant mam stiam, posuit earn
qttando voluit ipse...... Miraculum enim erat yuoniam post tres haras receptus
estetc.  (Orig. in Matth. ed. Delarue, 1740, iii., § 140, p. 928).

a The use of the verb vwr<rw does not favour the view that the writer intended 
to express a deep wound.

3 It has likewise been thought that the representation in Mark xv. 44, that 
Pilate marvelled at the rapid death of Jesus, and sent for the centurion to ascer
tain the fact, was made to meet similar doubts, or at least to give assurance of 
the reality of the death.

4 According to Luke xxiii. 53, Joseph actually “ took down’* the body.
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shape of Nicodemus, “ who at the first came to him by night,”' 
and who, it will be remembered, had previously been described as 
“ a ruler of the Jews.”3 The Synoptics do not once mention such 
a person, either in the narrative of the Passion or in the earlier 
chapters, and there are more than doubts as to his historical 
character.

The accounts of the Entombment given by the three Synoptists, 
or at least by the second and third, distinctly exclude the narrative 
of the fourth Gospel, both as regards Nicodemus and the part he 
is represented as taking. The contradictions which commence 
here between the account of the fourth Gospel and the Synoptics, 
in fact, are of the most glaring and important nature, and demand 
marked attention. The fourth Gospel states that, having obtained 
permission from Pilate, Joseph came and took the body of Jesus
away. “ And there came also Nicodemus.......bringing a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pound weight. They took, 
therefore, the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen‘cloths with 
the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now, in the 
place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden 
a new sepulchre wherein was never man yet laid. There, there
fore, on account of the preparation of the Jews («c« ovv Sia 
tt]v ttapcunctv>)v Tiov ’IovSaiatv), they laid Jesus, for the sepulchre 
was at hand ” (oti eyyvs tfv to fj.vrjfu.iov).i

According to the first Synoptic, when Joseph took the body, 
he simply wrapped it “  in clean linen ” (<v o-u-Sovt n ab /apy .) and 
“ laid it in his own new sepulchre, which he hewed in the rock : 
and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and 
departed.”'* There is no mention of spices or any anointing of 
the body, and the' statement that the women provide for this is 
not made in this Gospel. According to the writer, the burial is 
complete, and the sepulchre finally closed. Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary come merely “ to behold the sepulchre ” at 
the end of the Sabbath, s The fourth Evangelist apparently does 
not know anything of the sepulchre being Joseph’s own tomb, and 
the body is, according to him, although fully embalmed, only laid 
in the sepulchre in the garden on account of the Sabbath and 
because it was at hand. We shall refer to this point, which must 
be noted, further on.

There are very striking differences between these two accounts, 
but the narratives of the second and third Synoptists are still more 
emphatically contradictory of both. In Mark6 we are told that 
Joseph “ brought linen, and took him down and wrapped him in

3 /# ., iii. 1, vii. 50.
4 Matt, xxvii. 59 f.
6 Mark xv. 46.

1 John iii. I.
3 / i . ,  xix. 39-42. 
5 //>., xxviiL I.
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the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which had been hewn out 
of a rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the sepulchre.” 
There is no mention here of any embalming performed by Joseph 
or Nicodemus, nor are any particulars given as to the ownership 
of the sepulchre, or the reasons for its selection. We are, how
ever, told1: “And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices that 
they might come and anoint him.” It is distinctly stated in 
connection with the entombment, moreover, in agreement with 
the first Synoptic2: “And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joses beheld where he was laid.”3 According to this account 
and that of the first Gospel, the women, having remained to the 
last and seen the body deposited in the sepulchre, knew so little 
of its having been embalmed by Joseph and Nicodemus that they 
actually purchase the spices and come to perform that office 
themselves.

In Luke the statement is still more specific, in agreement with 
Mark, and in contradiction to the fourth Gospel. Joseph took 
down the body “ and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre
that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid.......
And women who had come with him out of Galilee followed after, 
and beheld the sepulchre and how his body was laid. And they 
returned and prepared spices and ointments.” Upon the first 
day of the week, the author adds, “ they came unto the sepulchre 
bringing the spices which they had prepared.”♦

Which of these accounts are we to believe ? According to the 
first Gospel, there is no embalmment at all; according to the second 
and third Gospels, the embalmment is undertaken by the women, 
and not by Joseph and Nicodemus, but is never carried ou t; 
according to the fourth Gospel, the embalmment is completed on 
Friday evening by Joseph and Nicodemus, and not by the women. 
According to the first Gospel, the burial is completed on Friday 
evening ; according to the second and third, it is only provisional; 
and according to the fourth, the embalmment is final, but it is 
doubtful whether the entombment is final or temporary; several 
critics consider it to have been only provisional. In Mark the 
women buy the spices “ when the Sabbath was past ” (Surycvofuvov 
Toe aafifiaTov) ;5 in Luke before it has begun f  and in 
Matthew and John they do not buy them at all. In the first and 
fourth Gospels the women come after the Sabbath merely to 
behold the sepulchre,? and in the second and third they bring the

1 Mark xvi. 1. 3 Matt, xxvii. 61.
3 Mark xv. 47. 4 Luke xxiii. 53 f., xxiv. 1.
5 Mark xvi. 1. 6 Luke xxiii. 35.

7 Matt, xxviii. I ; John xx. 1.
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spices to complete the burial. Amid these conflicting statements 
we may suggest one consideration. It is not probable, in a hot 
climate, that a wounded body, hastily laid in a sepulchre on 
Friday evening before six o’clock, would be disturbed again on 
Sunday morning for the purpose of being anointed and embalmed. 
Corruption would, under the circumstances, already have com
menced. Besides, as Keim' has pointed out, the last duties to the 
dead were not forbidden amongst the Jews on the Sabbath, and 
there is really no reason why any care for the body of the Master 
which reverence or affection might have dictated should not at 
once have been bestowed.

The enormous amount of myrrh and aloes—“ about a hundred 
pound weight” (<I>s Atrpas (Karov)—brought by Nicodemus has 
excited much discussion, and adds to the extreme improbability 
of the story related by the fourth Evangelist. To whatever weight 
the litra may be reduced, the quantity specified is very great; and 
it is a question whether the body thus enveloped “ as the manner 
of the Jews is to bury ” could have entered the sepulchre. The 
practice of embalming the dead, although well known amongst 
the Jews, and invariable in the case of kings and noble or very 
wealthy persons, was by no means generally prevalent. In the 
burial of Gamaliel the elder, chief of the party of the Pharisees, 
it is stated that over eighty pounds of balsam were burnt in his 
honour by the proselyte Onkelos; but this quantity, which was 
considered very remarkable, is totally eclipsed by the provision of 
Nicodemus.

The key to the whole of this history of the burial of Jesus, how
ever, is to be found in the celebrated chapter liii. of “ Isaiah.” We 
have already, in passing, pointed out that, in the third Gospel 
(xxii. 37), Jesus is represented as saying: “ For I say unto you, 
that this which is written must be accomplished in me : And he 
was reckoned among transgressors.” The same quotation from 
Is. liii. 12 is likewise interpolated in Mark xv. 28. Now the whole 
representation of the burial and embalmment of Jesus is evidently 
based upon the same chapter, and more especially upon verse 9, 
which is wrongly rendered both in the Authorised Version and in 
the Septuagint, in the latter of which the passage reads : “ I will 
give the wicked for his grave and the rich for his death.”2 The 
Evangelists, taking this to be the sense of the passage, which they 
suppose to be a Messianic prophecy, have represented the death 
of Jesus as being with the wicked, crucified as he is between two 
robbers; and through Joseph of Arimathaea, significantly called

' Schabbath 151. 1 ; Keiin, Jesu von Nazara, iii. 522, anni. I.
2 Kal Suju robs Tomjpobi ivrl rqs ratpqi avrour xal robt rXowriovt d r r i  rod 

Oavdrov avrov. Is. liii. 9.

■ k
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“ a rich man ” (ai/fyxou-os jrAowrios) by the first Synoptist, 
especially according to the fourth Evangelist by his addition of the 
counsellor Nicodemus and his hundred pounds weight of mingled 
myrrh and aloes, as being “ with the rich in his death.” Unfortu
nately, the passage in the “ prophecy ” does not mean what the 
Evangelists have been led to understand, and the ablest Hebrew 
scholars and critics are now agreed that both phrases quoted refer, 
in true Hebrew manner, to one representation, and that the word 
above translated “ rich ” is not used in a favourable sense, but that 
the passage must be rendered: “ And they made his grave with 
the wicked and his sepulchre with the evil-doers,” or words to that 
effect. Without going minutely into the details of opinion on the 
subject of the “ servant of Jehovah ” in this writing of the Old 
Testament, we may add that upon one point at least the great 
majority of critics are of one accord : that Is. liii. and other 
passages of “ Isaiah ” describing the sufferings of the “ Servant 
of Jehovah ” have no reference to the Messiah. As we have 
touched upon this subject, it may not be out of place to add that 
Psalms xxii. and lxix., which are so frequently quoted in con
nection with the passion, and represented by New Testament and 
other early writers as Messianic, are determined, by sounder 
principles of criticism applied to them in modern times, not to 
refer to the Messiah at all.

We now come to a remarkable episode, which is peculiar to the 
first Synoptic and strangely ignored by all the other Gospels. It 
is stated that the next day—that is to say, on the Sabbath— 
the chief priests and the Pharisees came together to Pilate, saying : 
“ Sir, we remember that that deceiver said while he was yet alive : 
After three days I am raised (Mera rptU rjfupas tytlpopat). 
Command, therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure until the 
third day, lest his disciples come and steal him away and say unto 
the people : He is risen from the dead : so the last error shall be 
worse than the first. Pilate said unto them : Ye have a guard 

KoxKmoSiav): go, make it as sure as ye can. So they 
went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, with the 
guard.”' Not only do the other Evangelists pass over this strange 
proceeding in total silence, but their narratives, or at least those of 
the second and third Synoptists, exclude it. The women came 
with their spices to embalm the body, in total ignorance of there 
being any guard to interfere with their performance of that last sad 
office for the Master. We are asked to believe that the chief 
priests and the Pharisees actually desecrated the Sabbath by seal
ing the stone, and visited the house of the heathen Pilate on so 
holy a day, for the purpose of asking for the guard." These

1 Matt, xxvii. 62-66. 3 Cf. John xviii. 28, xix. 31.
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priests are said to have remembered and understood a prophecy of 
Jesus regarding his resurrection, of which his disciples are repre
sented to be in ignorance.1 The remark about “ the last error," 
moreover, is very suspicious. The ready acquiescence of Pilate is 
quite incredible.2 That he should employ Roman soldiers to 
watch the sepulchre of a man who had been crucified cannot be 
entertained ; and his friendly, “ Go, make it as sure as ye can,” is 
not in the spirit of Pilate. It is conceivable that to satisfy their 
clamour he may, without much difficulty, have consented to crucify 
a Jew, more especially as his crime was of a political character 
represented as in some degree affecting the Roman power: but, 
once crucified, it is not in the slightest degree likely that Pilate 
would care what became of his body, and still less that he would 
employ- Roman soldiers to mount guard over it.

It may be as well to dispose finally of this episode, so we at 
once proceed to its conclusion. When the resurrection takes 
place, it is stated that some of the guard went into the city, and, 
instead of making their report to Pilate, as might have been 
expected, told the chief priests all that had occurred. A council 
is held, and the soldiers are largely bribed, and instructed : “ Say 
that his disciples came by night and stole him while we slept. 
And if this come to the governor’s ears we will persuade him and 
make you free from care. So they took the money and did as 
they were taught.” 3 Nothing could be more simple than the 
construction of the story, which follows the usual broad lines of 
legend. The idea of Roman soldiers confessing that they slept 
whilst on watch, and allowed that to occur which they were there 
to prevent! and this to oblige the chief priests and elders, at the 
risk of their lives ! Then, are we to suppose that the chief priests 
and council believed this story of the earthquake and angel, and 
yet acted in this way ? and if they did not believe it, would not 
the very story itself have led to the punishment of the men, and 
to the confirmation of the report they desired to spread, that the 
disciples had stolen the body? The large bribe seems to have 
been very ineffectual, since the Christian historian is able to 
report precisely what the chief priests and elders instruct them 
to say.* Is it not palpable that the whole story is legendary?

1 Cf. John xx. 9.
2 It has been argued that Pilate does not give a Roman guard, but merely 

permits the chief priests to make use of their own guard. This, however, is 
opposed to the whole tenour of the story, and the suggestion is generally 
rejected. Tertullian says: “  Tunc Judcri detractum et sepulchre comUtum 
magtm etiam militaris custodice diligentia circumscderunt ” (Ape/., § 21).

3 Matt, xxviii. 11-15.
4 Olshausen, to obviate the difficulty of supposing that the Sanhedrin did 

all this, supposes that Caiaphas the high priest may have been the principal 
agent (Bihl. Comm., ii. 2, p. 190 f.).
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I f  it be so, and we think this cannot be doubted, a conclusion 
which the total silence of the other Gospels seems to confirm, 
very suggestive consequences may be deduced from it. The 
first Synoptist, referring to the false report which the Sanhedrin 
instruct the soldiers to make, says: “ And this saying was 
spread among the Jews unto this day.”1 The probable origin 
of the legend may have been an objection to the Christian 
affirmation of the resurrection to the above effect; but it is 
instructive to find that Christian tradition was equal to the 
occasion, and invented a story to refute it. It is the tendency to 
this very system of defence and confirmation, everywhere apparent, 
which renders early Christian tradition so mythical and. untrust
worthy.

We now enter upon the narrative of the Resurrection itself. 
The first Synoptist relates that Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary came to behold the sepulchre “ at the close of the Sabbath, 
as it began to dawn into the first day of the week ” (’O\pi St <ra(i- 
fiaTutv, tq  f-n-KptixTKovcrfj cts puav craf3[3dT<i>v),2 that is to say, shortly 
after six o’clock on the evening of Saturday, the end of the 
Sabbath, the dawn of the next day being marked by the glimmer 
of more than one star in the heavens. The second Synoptic 
represents that, “ when the Sabbath was past,” Mary Magdalene, 
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, and 
that they came to the sepulchre “ very early on the first day of the 
week after the rising of the sun ” (*ai \.tav jrpwt rijs pias
(rafifid.T<jn>....... avaTciAavros rov rjX.lov).3 The third Synoptist
states that the women who came with Jesus from Galilee came to 
the sepulchre, but he subsequently more definitely names them : 
“ Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, 
and the other women with them ”«—a larger number of women— 
and they came “ upon the first day of the week at early dawn ” 
(Tjj Si fiuj rar <rtifip<i.T<nv opOpov (iabttas). The fourth Evangelist 
represents that Mary Magdalene only5 came to the sepulchre, 
on the first day of the week, “ early, while it was yet dark ”
(ir/MUt (TKOTLCLS ( T t  O lV r j s ) .6

The first Evangelist indubitably makes the hour at which the 
women come to the sepulchre different and much earlier than the 
others, and at the same time he represents them as witnessing 
the actual removal of the stone, which, in the other three Gospels, 
the women already find rolled away from the mouth of the sepulchre.? 
It will, therefore, be interesting to follow the first Synoptic. It is

1 Matt, xxviii. 15. 3 lb . , xxviii. I.
3 Mark xvi. 2. * Luke xxiii. 55, xxiv. I, 10.
5 It is argued from the olhautw of xx. 2 that there were others with her,

although they are not named.
6 John xx. 1. 7 Mark xvi. 4 ; Luke xxiv. 2 ; John xx. 1.
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here stated : 2. “ And behold there was a great earthquake 
(crtiaY«w): for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven 
and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 3. H is 
appearance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow. 4. 
And for fear of him the keepers did shake and became as dead 
men. 3. And the angel answered and said unto the wom en: Fear 
ye not, for I know that ye seek Jesus, who hath been crucified.
6. He is not here: for he was raised (1)yepOrj yap), as he said : 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7. And go quickly, and tell 
his disciples that he was raised (rjyepffy) from the dead, and 
behold he goeth before you into Galilee : there shall ye see him : 
behold, I  have told you. 8. And they departed quickly from the 
sepulchre with fear and great joy; and ran to tell his disciples.”1 
We have here in the first place another earthquake, and apparently, 
on the theory’ of the course of cosmical phenomena held during the 
“ Age of Miracles,” produced by the angel who descended to roll 
away the stone from the sepulchre. This earthquake, like the 
others recorded in the first Synoptic, appears to be quite unknown 
to the other Evangelists, and no trace of it has been pointed out in 
other writings. With the appearance of the angel we obviously 
arrive upon thoroughly unhistorical ground. Can we believe, 
because this unknown writer tells us so, that “ an angel,”1 causing 
an earthquake, actually descended and took such a part in this 
transaction ? Upon the very commonest principles of evidence, 
the reply must be an emphatic negative. Every fact of science, 
every lesson of experience, excludes such an assumption ; and we 
may add that the character of the author, with which we are now 
better acquainted, as well as the course of the narrative itself, 
confirms the justice of such a conclusion. If the introduction of 
the angel be legendary, must not also his words be so ?

Proceeding to examine the narrative as it stands, we must 
point out a circumstance which may appropriately be men
tioned here, and which is well worthy of attention. The women 
and the guard are present when the stone is rolled away from the 
sepulchre, but they do not witness the actual Resurrection. It is 
natural to suppose that, when the stone was removed, Jesus, who, 
it is asserted, rises with his body from the dead, would have come 
forth from the sepulchre : but not so; the angel only says (verse 6): 
“  He is not here, for he was raised (rjyipOr) yap)  and he merely 
invites the women to see the place where he lay. The actual 
resurrection is spoken of as a thing which had taken place before,

* Matt, xxviii. 2.
3 Compare his description with Dan. x. 6. It is worthy of consideration 

also that when Daniel is cast into the den of lions a stone is rolled upon the 
mouth of the den, and sealed with the signet of the king and his lords (vi. 17).
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and, in any case, it was not witnessed by anyone. In the other 
Gospels the resurrection has already occurred before anyone 
arrives at the sepulchre; and the remarkable fact is, therefore, 
absolutely undeniable that there was not, and that it is not even 
pretended that there was, a single eye-witness of the actual Resur
rection. The empty grave, coupled with the supposed subsequent 
appearances of Jesus, is the only evidence of the Resurrection. 
We shall not, however, pursue this further at present. The 
removal of the stone is not followed by any visible result. The 
inmate of the sepulchre is not observed to issue from it, and yet 
he is not there. May we not ask what was the use, in this narra
tive, of the removal of the stone at all ? As no one apparently 
came forth, the only purpose seems to have been to permit those 
from without to enter and see that the sepulchre was empty.

Another remarkable point is that the angel desires the women 
to go quickly and inform the disciples, “ he goeth before you into 
Galilee; there shall ye see him." One is tempted to inquire why, 

'as he rose from the dead in Jerusalem, and, in spite of previous 
statements, the disciples are represented as being there also,1 
Jesus did not appear to them in the Holy City, instead of sending 
them some three days’ journey off to Galilee. At the same time, 
Jesus is represented by the first two Synoptics as saying at the 
Last Supper, when warning the disciples that they will all be 
offended at him that night and be scattered: “ But after I shall 
have been raised I will go before you into Galilee.”2 At present 
we have only to call attention to the fact that the angel gives the 
order. With much surprise, therefore, we immediately after 
read that, as the women departed quickly to tell the disciples 
in obedience to the angel’s message (verse 9): “ Behold Jesus 
met them, saying, Hail. And they came up to him and laid hold 
of his feet, and worshipped him. 10. Then saith Jesus unto 
them : Be not afraid ; go, tell my brethren that they depart into 
Galilee, and there they shall see me. ”3 What was the use of the 
angel’s message, since Jesus himself immediately after appears and 
delivers the very same instructions in person ? This sudden and 
apparently unnecessary appearance has all the character of an 
afterthought. One point is very clear: that the order to go into 
Galilee and the statement that there first Jesus is to appear to the 
disciples are unmistakable, repeated and peremptory.

We must now turn to the second Gospel. The women going 
to the sepulchre with spices that they might anoint the body 
of Jesus—which, according to the fourth Gospel, had already 
been fully embalmed, and, in any case, had lain in the sepulchre

' Luke xxiv. 33 ; John xx. 18 f. 2 Matt. xxvi. 32; Mark xiv. 28.
3 lb ., xxviii. 9, 10.
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since the Friday evening—are represented as saying amongst 
themselves: “ Who will roll us away the stone from the door 
of the sepulchre?”' This is a curious dramatic speculation, but 
very suspicious. These women are apparently not sufficiently 
acquainted with Joseph of Arimathaea to be aware that, as the 
fourth Gospel asserts, the body had already been embalmed, and 
yet they actually contemplate rolling the stone away from the 
mouth of the sepulchre which was his property.2 Keim has 
pointed out that it was a general rules that, after a sepulchre had 
been closed in the way described, it should not again be opened. 
Generally, the stone was not placed against the opening of the 
sepulchre till the third day, when corruption had already 
commenced; but here the sepulchre is stated by all the Gospels 
to have been closed on the first day, and the unhesitating 
intention of the women to remove the stone is not a happy 
touch on the part of the second Synoptist. They find the stone 
already rolled away/ Verse 5 : “ And entering into the sepulchre, 
they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long 
white garment; and they were affrighted. 6. And he saith unto 
them : Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, the 
crucified : he was raised (rjyipO-q) ■ he is not here; behold the 
place where they laid him. 7. But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he goeth before you unto Galilee; there shall ye see 
him, as he said unto you. 8. And they went out and fled from 
the sepulchre: for trembling and astonishment seized them, 
and they said nothing to anyone; for they were afraid. ”3 In 
Matthew the angel rolls away the stone from the sepulchre and 
sits upon it, and the women only enter to see where Jesus lay, 
upon his invitation. Here, they go in at once, and see the angel 
(“ a young man”) sitting at the right side, and are affrighted. He 
re-assures them, and, as in the other narrative, says, “ he was 
raised.” He gives them the same message to his disciples 
and to Peter, who is specially named; and the second Synoptic 
thus fully confirms the first in representing Galilee as the place 
where Jesus is to be seen by them. It is curious that the women 
should say nothing to anyone about this wonderful event, and in 
this the statements of the other Gospels are certainly not borne 
out. There is one remarkable point to be noticed, that, 
according to the second Synoptist also, not only is there no eye
witness of the Resurrection, but the only evidence of that 
marvellous occurrence which it contains is the information of the

1 Mark xvi. 3. 2 Keim, Jesu v. Nazar a, iii., p. 522. 3 lb ., iii. 522, anm. I.
4 Mark xvi. 4. The continuation, “ for it was very great ” ( yip ptynt 

atfMpa), is peculiar, but of course intended to represent the difficulty of its 
removal.

5 Mark xvi. 5.
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“ young man.” There is no appearance of Jesus to anyone 
narrated, and it would seem as though the appearance described 
in Matt, xxviii. 9 f. is excluded. It is well known that Mark xvi. 
9-20 did not form part of the original Gospel, and is inauthentic. 
It is unnecessary to argue a point so generally admitted. The 
verses now appended to the Gospel are by a different author, 
and are of no value as evidence. We, therefore, exclude them 
from consideration.

In Luke, as in the second Synoptic, the women find the stone 
removed, and here it is distinctly stated that “ on entering in they 
found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 4. And it came to pass as 
they were perplexed thereabout, behold two men stood by them in 
shining garments; 5. And as 'they were afraid, and bowed their 
faces to the earth, they said unto them : Why seek ye the living 
among the dead ? 6. He is not here, but was raised (rjytp&r] ) ;
remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee;
7. saying, that the Son of Man must be delivered up into the 
hands of sinful men, and be crucified and the third day rise again.
8. And they remembered his words, 9. and returned from the 
sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven and to all the
rest....... 11. And these words appeared to them as an idle tale, and
they believed them not.”1 The author of the third Gospel is not 
content with one angel, like the first two Synoptists, but introduces 
“ two men in shining garments,” who seem suddenly to stand 
beside the women, and, instead of re-assuring them, as in the 
former narratives, rather adopt a tone of reproof (verse 5). They 
inform .the women that “ Jesus was raised”; and here again not 
only has no one been an eye-witness of the resurrection, but the 
women only hear of it from the angels. There is one striking 
peculiarity in the above account. There is no mention of 
Jesus going before his disciples into Galilee to be seen of them, 
nor indeed of his being seen at a ll; but “ Galilee ” is introduced 
by way of a reminiscence. Instead of the future, the third 
Synoptist substitutes the past, and, as might be expected, he gives 
no hint of any appearances of Jesus to the disciples beyond the 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem. When the women tell the disciples 
what they have seen and heard, they do not believe them. The 
thief on the cross, according to the writer, was more advanced in 
his faith and knowledge than the Apostles. Setting aside Matt, 
xxviii. 9, 10, we have hitherto no other affirmation of the Resurrec
tion than the statement that the sepulchre was found empty, 
and the angels announced that Jesus was raised from the 
dead.

■ I.uke xxiv. 3-9, 11. 
polation.

It is unnecessary to say that verse 12 is a later inter-

3 H
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The account of the fourth Evangelist differs completely from 
the narratives of all the Synoptists. According to him, Mary 
Magdalene alone comes to the sepulchre and sees the stone taken 
away. She, therefore, runs and comes to Simon Peter and to “the 
other disciple whom Jesus loved,” saying : “ They took (jjpav) 
the I ôrd out of the sepulchre, and we know not (owe oiSafifv)1 
where they laid (edriKav) him. 3. Peter, therefore, went forth and 
the other disciple, and came to the sepulchre. 4. And the two 
ran together; and the other disciple outran Peter and came first to 
the sepulchre ; 5. and stooping down, looking in, he seeth the 
linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6. Then cometh Simon 
Peter following him and went into the sepulchre and beholdeth 
the linen clothes lying, 7. and the napkin that was on his head, 
not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped in one place by 
itself. 8. Then went in, therefore, the other disciple also, who 
came first to the sepulchre, and he saw and believed. 9. For as 
yet they knew not the Scriptures, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 10. So the disciples went away to their own homes.”2 
Critics have long ago pointed out the careful way in which the 
actions of “ the beloved disciple ” and Peter are balanced in this 
narrative. If the “ other disciple ” outstrips Peter, and first looks 
into the sepulchre, Peter first actually enters; and if Peter first sees 
the careful arrangement of the linen clothes, the other sees and 
believes. The evident care with which the writer metes out 
a share to each disciple in this visit to the sepulchre, of which 
the Synoptics seem totally ignorant, is very suggestive of artistic 
arrangement, and the careful details regarding the folding and 
position of the linen clothes, which has furnished so much 
matter for apologetic reasoning, seems to us to savour more of 
studied composition than natural observation. So very much is 
passed over in complete silence which is of the very highest 
importance, that minute details like these, which might well be 
composed in the study, do not produce so much effect as some 
critics think they should do. There is some ambiguity as to what 
the disciple “ believed,” according to verse 8, when he went into 
the sepulchre; and some understand that he simply believed what 
Mary Magdalene had told them (verse 2), whilst others hold that 
he believed in the resurrection, which, taken in connection with 
the following verse, seems undoubtedly to be the author’s meaning. 
If the former were the reading, it would be too trifling a point to be so 
prominently mentioned, and it would not accord with the contented

1 From the use of this plural, as we have already pointed out, it is argued 
that there were others with Mary who are not named. This by no means 
follows, but if it were the case the peculiarity of the narrative becomes all the 
more apparent.

2 John xx. 2-10.
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return home of the disciples. Accepting the latter sense, it is 
instructive to observe the very small amount of evidence with 
which “ the beloved disciple ” is content He simply finds the 
sepulchre empty and the linen clothes lying, and although no one 
even speaks of the resurrection, no one professes to have been an eye
witness of it, and “as yet they know not the Scriptures, that he must 
rise again from the dead,” he is nevertheless said to see and believe.

It will have been observed that hitherto, although the two disciples 
have both entered the sepulchre, there has been no mention 
of angels: they certainly did not see any. In immediate 
continuation of the narrative, however, we learn that when they 
have gone home Mary Magdalene, who was standing without at 
the tomb weeping, stooped down, and, looking into the sepulchre 
—where just before the disciples had seen no one—she beheld 
“ two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus lay. 13. They say unto her: Woman, 
why weepest thou ? She saith unto them: Because they took 
away (»}pav) my Lord, and I know not where they laid 
him.”1 This, again, is a very different representation and con
versation from that reported in the other Gospels. Do we acquire 
any additional assurance as to the reality of the angels and the 
historical truth of their intervention from this narrative? We 
think not. Mary Magdalene repeats to the angels almost the very 
words she had said to the disciples, verse 2. Are we to suppose 
that “ the beloved disciple,” who saw and believed, did not com
municate his conviction to the others, and that Mary was left 
precisely in the same doubt and perplexity as before, without an 
idea that anything had happened except that the body had been 
taken away, and she knew not where it had been laid? She 
appears to have seen and spoken to the angels with singular com
posure. Their sudden appearance does not even seem to have 
surprised her.

We must, however, continue the narrative, and it is well to 
remark the maintenance, at first, of the tone of affected ignorance, 
as well as the dramatic construction of the whole sceng: Verse 
14. “ Having said this, she turned herself back and beholdeth 
Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15. Jesus saith 
unto her : Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, 
supposing that it was the gardener, saith unto him : Sir, if thou 
didst bear him hence, tell me where thou didst lay him, and I 
will take him away. 16. Jesus saith unto her: Mary. She 
turned herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew :2 Rabboni, which

#
1 John xx. 12, 13.
9 This is the reading of the Vatican and Sinailic Codices, besides D and 

many other important MSS.
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is to say, Master. 17. Jesus saith unto her: Touch me not (MtJ 
f w v  a i r r o v ) ; for I have not yet ascended to the Father: but 
go to my brethren, and say unto them : I ascend unto my Father 
and your Father, and my God and your God. 18. Mary 
Magdalene cometh announcing to the disciples that she has 
seen the Lord, and he spake these things unto her.”1

To those who attach weight to these narratives and consider 
them historical it must appear astonishing that Mary, who up to the 
very last had been closely associated with Jesus, does not recognise 
him when he thus appears to her, but supposes him at first to 
be the gardener. As part of the evidence of the Gospel such a 
trait is of much importance, and must hereafter be alluded to. 
After a couple of days, not know Jesus whom she had daily seen 
for so long! The interpretation of the reply of Jesus, verse 17, 
“ Touch me not,” etc., has long been a bone of contention among 
critics, but it does not sufficiently affect the inquiry upon which 
we are engaged to require discussion here. Only one point may 
be mentioned in passing, that if, as has been supposed in connec
tion with Matt, xxviii. 9, Jesus be understood to repel, as premature, 
the worship of Mary, that very passage of the first Gospel, in which 
there is certainly no discouragement of worship, refutes the theory. 
We shall not say more about the construction of this dialogue, 
but we may point out that, as so many unimportant details are 
given throughout the narrative, it is somewhat remarkable that the 
scene terminates so abruptly, and leaves so much untold that it 
would have been of the utmost consequence for us to know. 
What became of Jesus, for instance? Did he vanish suddenly? 
or did he bid Mary farewell, and leave her like one in the flesh ? 
Did she not inquire why he did not join the brethren ? whither 
he was going? It is scarcely possible to tell us less than the 
writer has done; and as it cannot be denied that such minor points 
as where the linen clothes lay, or where Mary “ turned herself 
back ” (verse 14), or “ turned herself” (verse 16) merely, cannot be 
compared in interest and importance to the supposed movements 
and conduct of Jesus under such circumstances, the omission to 
relate the end of the interview, or more particular details of it, 
whilst those graphic touches are inserted, is singularly instructive. 
It is much more important to notice that here again there is no 
mention of Galilee, nor, indeed, of any intention to show himself 
to the disciples anywhere, but simply the intimation sent to them : 
“ I ascend unto my Father and your Father,” etc.—a declaration 
which seems emphatically to exclude further “appearances,”and to 
Jimit the vision of the risen Jesus to Mary Magdalene. Certainly 
this message implies in the clearest way that the Ascension was

1 John xx. 14-18.
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then to take place, and the only explanation of the abrupt 
termination of the scene immediately after this is said is, that, as 
he spoke, Jesus then ascended. The subsequent appearances 
related in this Gospel must, consequently, either be regarded as an 
after thought or as visions of Jesus after he had ascended. This 
demands serious attention. We shall see that, after sending this 
message to his disciples, he is represented as appearing to them on 
the evening of the very same day.

According to the third Synoptic, the first appearance of Jesus to 
anyone after the Resurrection was not to the women, and not to 
Mary Magdalene, but to two brethren,1 who were not Apostles at 
all, the name of one of whom, we are told, was Cleopas.3 The 
story of the walk to Emmaus is very dramatic and interesting, but 
it is clearly legendary. None of the other Evangelists seem to 
know anything of it. It is difficult to suppose that Jesus should, 
after his resurrection, appear first of all to two unknown Christians 
in this manner, and accompany them in such a journey. The 
particulars of the story are to the last degree improbable, and in 
its main features incredible, and it is impossible to consider 
them carefully without perceiving the transparent inauthenticity of 
the narrative. The two disciples were going to a village called 
Emmaus threescore furlongs distant from Jerusalem, and while 
they are conversing Jesus joins them, “ but their eyes were holden 
that they should not know him.” He asks the subject of their 
discourse, and pretends ignorance, which surprises them. Hear
ing the expression of their perplexity and depression, he says to 
them : 25. “ O foolish and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets spake. 26. Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things, and enter into his glory? 27. And beginning 
at Moses and at all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” When they reach 
the village, he pretends to be going further (verse 28), but they 
constrain him to stay. 30. “ And it came to pass, as he sat at 
meat with them, he took the bread and blessed and brake, and 
gave to them ; 31. and their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him, and he vanished out of their sight.” Now, why all this 
mystery ? why were their eyes holden that they should not know 
him ? why pretend ignorance ? why make “ as though he would go 
further’? Considering the nature and number of the alleged 
appearances of Jesus, this episode seems most disproportionate 
and inexplicable. The final incident completes our conviction of 
the unreality of the whole episode : after the sacramental blessing 
and breaking of bread, Jesus vanishes in a manner which removes 
the story from the domain of history. On their return to

1 Luke xxiv. 13-34. 3 lb ., verse 18.
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Jerusalem, the Synoptist adds that they find the Eleven, and are 
informed that “ the Lord was raised and was seen by Simon.” Of 
this appearance we are not told anything more.

Whilst the two disciples from Emmaus were relating these things 
to the Eleven, the third Synoptist states that Jesus himself stood 
in the midst of them : verse 37. “ But they were terrified and 
affrighted, and supposed that they saw a spirit.” The apparent 
intention is to represent a miraculous sudden entry of Jesus into 
the midst of them, just as he had vanished at Emmaus ; but, in 
order to re-assure them, Jesus is represented as saying : verse 39. 
“ Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle me 
and behold, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me 
having. 41. And while they yet believed not for joy, and 
wondered, he said unto them : Have ye here any food ? 42. And
they gave him a piece of a broiled fish.1 43. And he took it and 
did eat before them.” The care with which the writer demon
strates that Jesus rose again with his own body is remarkable, for 
not only does he show his hands and feet, we may suppose for the 
purpose of exhibiting the wounds made by the nails by which he 
was affixed to the cross, but he eats, and thereby proves himself 
to be still possessed of his human organism. It is apparent 
that there is direct contradiction between this and the repre
sentation of his vanishing at Emmaus, and standing in the midst 
of them now. The Synoptist, who is so lavish in his use of 
miraculous agency, naturally sees no incongruity here. One or 
other alternative must be adopted: If Jesus possessed his own 
body after his resurrection and could eat and be handled, he could 
not vanish ; if he vanished, he could not have been thus corporeal. 
The aid of a miracle has to be invoked in order to reconcile the 
representations. We need not here criticise the address which he 
is supposed to make to the disciples,3 but we must call attention to 
the one point that Jesus (verse 49) commands the disciples to 
tarry in Jerusalem until they be “ clothed with power from on 
high.” This completes the exclusion of all appearances in Galilee, 
for the narrative proceeds to say that Jesus led them out towards 
Bethany and lifted up his hands and blessed them : verse 51. 
“ And it came to pass, while blessing them, he parted from them, 
and was carried up into heaven whilst they returned to 
Jerusalem, where they “ were continually in the temple ” praising 
God. We shall return to the Ascension presently; but, in the

* We omit Kal &ir6 fie\i<r<rlov Kijplov, which is not found in the most ancient 
codices.

3 The statement in xxiv. 44, however, is suggestive as showing how the 
fulfilment of the Prophets and Psalms is in the mind of the writer. We
have seen how much this idea influenced the account of the Passion in the 
Gospels.
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meantime, it is well that we should refer to the accounts of the 
other two Gospels.

According to the fourth Gospel, on the first day of the week, 
after sending to his disciples the message regarding his Ascension, 
which we have discussed, when it was evening: xx. 19. “ And 
the doors having been shut where the disciples were, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith unto them: 
Peace be unto you. 20. And having said this, he showed unto 
them both his hands and his side. The disciples, therefore, 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21. So then he said to them 
again: Peace be unto you : as the Father hath sent me, I also 
send you. 22. And when he said this, he breathed on them, and 
saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: 23. Whosesoever
sins ye forgive they are forgiven unto them; whosesoever ye retain 
they are retained.” This appearance of Jesus to the Eleven bears 
so far analogy to that in the third Gospel, which we have just 
examined, that it occurs upon the same day and to the same 
persons. Is it probable that Jesus appeared twice upon the same 
evening to the eleven disciples? The account in the fourth 
Gospel itself confirms the only reasonable reply, that he did not 
do so ; but the narrative in the third Synoptic renders the matter 
certain. That appearance was the first to the Eleven (xxiv. 36 f.), 
and he then conducted them towards Bethany, and ascended into 
heaven (verse 50 f.). How, then, we may inquire, could two 
accounts of the same event differ so fundamentally? It is absolutely 
certain that both cannot be true. Is it possible to suppose that 
the third Synoptist could forget to record the extraordinary 
powers supposed to have been, on this occasion, bestowed upon 
the ten Apostles to forgive sins and to retain them ? Is it 
conceivable that he would not relate the circumstance that Jesus 
breathed upon them, and endowed them with the Holy Ghost? 
Indeed, as regards the latter point, he seems to exclude i t ; verse 
49 and Acts (ii.) certainly represent the descent of the Holy 
Spirit as taking place at Pentecost. On the other hand, can 
we suppose that the fourth Evangelist would have ignored the 
walk to Bethany and the solemn parting there ? or the injunction 
to remain in Jerusalem ? not to mention other topics. The two 
episodes cannot be reconciled.

In the fourth Gospel, instead of showing his hands and feet, 
Jesus is represented as exhibiting “ his hands and his side and 
that this is not accidental is most clearly demonstrated by the 
fact that Thomas, who is not present, refuses to believe (verse 25) 
unless he see and put his finger into the print of the nails in his 
hands and put his hand into his side ; and Jesus, when he appears 
again, allows him (verse 27) to put his finger into his hands and 
his hand into his side. In the Synoptic the wound made by that
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mythical lance is ignored, and, in the fourth Gospel, the wounds 
in the feet. The omission of the whole episode of the leg-breaking 
and lance-thrust by the three Synoptics thus gains fresh significance. 
On the other hand, it may be a question whether, in the opinion 
of the fourth Evangelist, the feet of Jesus were nailed to the cross 
at all. It was at least as common, not to say more, that the 
hands alone of those who were crucified were nailed to the 
cross, the legs being simply bound to it by cords. Opinion is 
divided as to whether Jesus was so bound, or whether the feet 
were likewise nailed; but the point is not important to our 
examination and need not be discussed, although it has con
siderable interest in connection with the theory that death did 
not actually ensue on the cross, but that, having fainted through 
weakness, Jesus, being taken down after so unusually short a 
time on the cross, subsequently recovered. There is no final 
evidence upon the point.

None of the explanations offered by Apologists remove the 
contradiction between the statement that Jesus bestowed the 
Holy Spirit upon this occasion, and that of the third Synoptic and 
Acts. There is, however, a curious point to notice in connection 
with this: Thomas is said to have been absent upon this occasion, 
and the representation, therefore, is that the Holy Spirit was 
only bestowed upon ten of the Apostles. Was Thomas excluded? 
Was he thus punished for his unbelief? Are we to suppose that 
an opportunity to bestow the Holy Spirit was selected when 
one of the Apostles was not present ? We have somewhat 
anticipated the narrative (xx. 24 f.), which relates that upon the 
occasion above discussed, Thomas, one of the Twelve, was not 
present, and, hearing from the rest that they have seen the Lord, 
he declares that he will not believe without palpable proof by 
touching his wounds. The Evangelist continues: verse 26.
“ And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas 
was with them. Jesus cometh, the doors having been shut (twv 
tfvpwv KtKXturfiiviav), and stood in the midst and sa id : 
Peace be unto you. 27. Then saith he to Thomas: Reach hither 
thy finger and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand and 
put it into my side, and be not unbelieving, but believing. 28. 
Thomas answered and said unto him : My Lord and my God. 
28. Jesus saith unto him : Because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed; blessed are they who have not seen, and yet have 
believed.”

The third Synoptic gives evidence that the risen Jesus is not 
incorporeal by stating that he not only permitted himself to be 
handled, but actually ate food in their presence. The fourth 
Evangelist attains the same result in a more artistic manner through 
the doubts of Thomas, but in allowing him actually to put his

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



TH E INCREDULITY OF THOMAS 841

finger into the prints of the nails in his hands, and his hand into 
the wound in his side, he asserts that Jesus rose with the same 
body as that which had hung on the cross. He, too, whilst 
doing this, actually endows him with the attribute of incor
poreality ; for, upon both of the occasions which we are discussing, 
the statement is markedly made that, when Jesus came and stood 
in the midst, the doors were shut where the disciples were. It can 
scarcely be doubted that the intention of the writer is to represent 
a miraculous entry.

We are asked to believe that, when Thomas had convinced 
himself that it was indeed Jesus in the flesh who stood before 
him, he went to the opposite extreme of belief and said to 
Jesus: (xal thrtv avr<j>) “ My Lord and my God ”! In repre
senting that Jesus, even before the Ascension, was addressed 
as “ God ” by one of the Twelve, the Evangelist commits one of 
those anachronisms with which we are familiar, in another shape, 
in the works of great painters, who depict pious bishops of their 
own time as actors in the scenes of the Passion. These touches 
betray the hand of the artist, and remove the account from the 
domain of sober history. In the message sent by Jesus to his 
disciples he spoke of ascending “ to your God and my God,” 
but the Evangelist at the close of his Gospel strikes the same 
note as that upon which he commenced his philosophical prelude.

We shall only add one further remark regarding this episode, 
and it is the repetition of one already made. It is much to be 
regretted that the writer does not inform us how these interviews 
of Jesus with his disciples terminated. We are told of his entry, 
but not of his mode of departure. Did he vanish suddenly ? Did 
he depart like other men ? Then, it would be important to know 
where Jesus abode during the interval of eight days. Did he 
ascend to heaven after each appearance ? or did he remain on 
earth ? Why did he not consort as before with his disciples ? 
These are not jeering questions, but serious indications of the 
scantiness of the information given by the Evangelists, which is not 
compensated by some trifling detail of no value occasionally 
inserted to heighten the reality of a narrative. This is the last 
appearance of Jesus related in the fourth Gospel; for the character 
of chapter xxi. is too doubtful1 to permit it to rank with the Gospel. 
The appearance of Jesus therein related is, in fact, more palpably 
legendary than the others. It will be observed that in this Gospel, 
as in the third Synoptic, the appearances of Jesus are confined to 
Jerusalem and exclude Galilee. These two Gospels are, therefore, 
clearly in contradiction with the statement of the first two 
Synoptics.3

3 Matt, xxviii. 7 ; Mark xvi. 7.■ Cf. p. S3 » f-
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It only remains for us to refer to one more appearance of Jesus : 
that related in the first Synoptic, xxviii. 16 f. In obedience to the 
command of Jesus, the disciples are represented as having gone 
away into Galilee, “ unto the mountain where Jesus had appointed 
them.” We have not previously heard anything of this specific 
appointment. The Synoptist continues: verse t7. “ And when 
they saw him they worshipped him, but some doubted. 18. And 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying : All authority was given 
to me (iSodr) fioc) in heaven and on earth. 19. Go ye and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptising them into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; 20. teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you ; and lo, 
I am with you all the days, unto the end of the world.” This 
appearance not only is not mentioned in the other Gospels, but it 
excludes the appearances in Judaea, of which the writer seems to be 
altogether ignorant. If he knew of them, he practically denies 
them.

There has been some discussion as to what the doubt mentioned 
in verse 17 refers, some critics maintaining that “ some doubted ” 
as to the propriety of worshipping Jesus; whilst others more 
correctly consider that they doubted as to his identity; but we need 
not mention the curious apologetic explanations offered.1 Are we 
to regard the mention of these doubts as an “ inestimable proof of 
the candour of the Evangelists ” ? If so, then we may find fault 
with the omission to tell us whether, and how, those doubts were 
set at rest. As the narrative stands the doubts were not 
resolved. Was it possible to doubt without good reason of the 
identity of one with whom, until a few days previously, the disciples 
had been in daily and hourly contact at least for a year, if not 
longer? Doubt in such a case is infinitely more decisive than 
belief. We can regard the expression, however, in no other light 
than as a mere rhetorical device in a legendary narrative. The 
rest of the account need have little further discussion here. The 
extraordinary statement in verse 182 seems as clearly the expression 
of later theology as the baptismal formula in verse 19, where the 
doctrine of the Trinity is so definitely expressed. Some critics 
suppose that the eleven were not alone upon this occasion, but

1 Dr. Farrar makes the following remarks on this point: “ The oi Si iSUnwar 
of Matt, xxviii. 17 can only mean ‘ but some doubted’—not as Wetstein 
and others lake it, whether they should worship or not, but respecting the whole 
scene. All may not have stood near to Him, and even if they did, we have 
seen in four previous instances (Matt, xxviii. 17 ; Luke xxiv. 16, 37 : John xxi. 
4) that there was something unusual and not instantly recognisable in His 
resurrection body. At any rate, here we have another inestimable proof of the 
candour of the Evangelists, for there is nothing to be said in favour of the 
conjectural emendation ovSi" (Life of Christ, ii. 445, note t).

’ This is supposed to be a reference to Daniel vii. 14.
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that either all the disciples of Jesus were present, or at least the 
500 brethren1 to whom Paul refers, 1 Cor. xv. 6. This mainly 
rests on the statement that “ some doubted,” for it is argued that, 
after the two previous appearances to the disciples in Jerusalem 
mentioned by the other Evangelists, it is impossible that the Eleven 
could have felt doubt, and consequently that others must have 
been present who had not previously been convinced. It is 
scarcely necessary to point out the utter weakness of such an argu
ment. It is not permissible to patch on to this Gospel scraps 
cut out of the others.

It must be clear to every unprejudiced student that the appear
ances of Jesus narrated by the four Gospels in Galilee and Judfea 
cannot be harmonised, and we have shown that they actually exclude 
each other.’ The first Synoptist records (verse 10) the order for 
the disciples to go into Galilee, and, with no further interruption 
than the mention of the return of the discomfited guard from the 
sepulchre to the chief priest, he (verse 16) states that they went 
into Galilee, where they saw Jesus in the manner just described. 
No amount of ingenuity can insert the appearances in Jerusalem 
here without the grossest violation of all common sense. This is 
the only appearance to the Eleven recorded in Matthew.

We must again point out the singular omission to relate the 
manner in which this interview was ended. The episode and 
the Gospel, indeed, are brought to a very artistic close by the 
expression, “ Lo, I am with you all the days unto the end of the 
world but we must insist that it is a very suggestive fact that it 
does not occur to these writers to state what became of Jesus. 
No point could have been more full of interest than the manner 
in which Jesus here finally leaves the disciples, and is dismissed 
from the history. That such an important part of the narrative is 
omitted is in the highest degree remarkable and significant. 
Had a formal termination to the interview been recounted, it 
would have been subject to criticism, and by no means necessarily 
evidence of truth ; but it seems to us that the circumstance that 
it never occurred to these writers to relate the departure of Jesus 
is a very strong indication of the unreality and shadowy nature of 
the whole tradition.

1 Dr. Farrar, without explanation or argument, boldly asserts the presence of 
the 500 (Life of Christ, ii. 445).

2 Dean Alford, whilst admitting that it is fruitless to attempt a harmony of
the different accounts, curiously adds: “ .......Hence the great diversity in this
portion of the narrative : and hence I believe much that is now dark might lie 
explained, were the facts themselves, in their order of occurrence, before 
us. Till that is the case (and I am willing to believe that it will be one of our 
delightful employments hereafter, to trace the true harmony of the Holy 
Gospels, under His teaching of whom they are the record), we must be content 
to walk by faith, and not by sight ” (Ok. Test on John, xx. 1-29, i., p. 905).
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We are thus brought to consider the account of the Ascension, 
which is, at least, given by one Evangelist. In the appendix to 
the second Gospel, as if the later writer felt the omission and 
desired to complete the narrative, it is vaguely stated : xvi. 19. “So 
then after the Lord spake unto them he was taken up into heaven 
and sat on the right hand of God.”1 The writer, however, omits 
to state how he was taken up into heaven; and sitting “ at the 
right hand of God ” is an act and position which those who assert 
the “ Personality of God ” may possibly understand, but which we 
venture to think betrays that the account is a mere theological 
figment. The third Synoptist, as we have incidentally shown, 
gives an account of the Ascension. Jesus having, according 
to the narrative in xxiv. 50 f., led the disciples out to Bethany, 
lifted up his hands and blessed them (verse 51): “ And it came to 
pass while blessing them he parted from them, and was carried up 
into heaven.”3 The whole of the appearances narrated in the 
third Synoptic, therefore, and the Ascension are thus said to occur 
on the same day as the Resurrection. In Matthew there is a 
different representation made, for the time consumed in the 
journey of the disciples to Galilee obviously throws back the 
Ascension to a later date. In Mark there is no appearance at all 
recorded, but the command to the disciples to go into Galilee 
confirms the first Synoptic. In the fourth Gospel, Jesus revisits 
the Eleven a second time after eight days ; and, therefore, the 
Ascension is here necessarily later still. In neither of these 
Gospels is there any account of an Ascension at all.

We may here point out that there is no mention of the 
Ascension in any of the genuine writings of Paul, and it would 
appear that the theory of a bodily Ascension, in any shape, did 
not form part of the oldest Christian tradition. The growth of the 
legend of the Ascension is apparent in the circumstance that the 
author of the third Gospel follows a second tradition regarding 
that event, when ccfmposing Acts. Whether he thought a fuller and 
more detailed account desirable, or it seemed necessary to prolong 
the period during which Jesus remained on earth after his Resur
rection and to multiply his appearances, it is impossible to say; 
but the fact is that he does so. He states in his second work that 
to the Apostles Jesus “presented himself alive, after he suffered, by 
many proofs, being seen (oa-ravo/itvos) by them during forty days,

1 Cf. Psalm cx. I.
3 The last phrase, “ and was carried up into heaven,” <toi drt<fdpero tit 

t 6p oipov&r, is suspected by Grieshach, omitted by Tischendorf, and pro
nounced inauthentic by some critics. The words are not found in the SinaUie 
Codex and D, but are in the great majority of the oldest MSS., including the 
Alexandrian and Va/iean, C, F, II, K, L, M, S, U, V, etc. The preponder
ance of authority is greatly in their favour. Compare also Acts i. 2.
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and speaking of the things concerning the Kingdom of God.” It 
is scarcely possible to doubt that the period of forty days is sug
gested by the Old Testament and the Hebrew use of that number, 
of which, indeed, we already find examples in the New Testament 
in the forty days’ temptation of Jesus in the wilderness,1 and his 
fasting forty days and forty nights.3 Why Jesus remained on 
earth this typical period we are not told, 3 but the representation 
evidently is of much more prolonged and continuous intercourse 
with his disciples than any statements in the Gospels have led us 
to suppose, or than the declaration of Paul renders in the least 
degree probable. If, indeed, the account in Acts were true, the 
numbered appearances recited by Paul show singular ignorance 
of the phenomena of the Resurrection.

We need not discuss the particulars of the last interview 
with the Apostles (i. 4 f.), although they are singular enough, 
and are indeed elsewhere referred to, but at once proceed to the 
final occurrences. Verse 9. “ And when he had spoken these 
things, while they are looking he was lifted up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight. 10. And as they were gazing 
stedfastly into the heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by 
them in white apparel; 11. which also said: Men of Galilee 
(avSpts raXiAafot), why stand ye looking into the heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into the heaven, shall come in 
like manner as ye saw him going into the heaven. 12. Then 
returned they into Jerusalem,” etc. A definite statement is here 
made of the mode in which Jesus finally ascended into heaven, 
and it presents some of the incongruities which might have been 
expected. The bodily Ascension up the sky in a cloud, apart 
from the miraculous nature of such an occurrence, seems singularly 
to localise “ Heaven,” and to present views of cosmical and celestial 
phenomena suitable certainly to the age of the writer, but which 
are not endorsed by modern science. The sudden appearance of 
the “ two men in white apparel,” the usual description of angels, 
is altogether in the style of the author of Acts, but does it increase 
the credibility of the story ? It is curious that the angels open 
their address to the Apostles in the same form as almost every 
other speaker in this book. One might ask, indeed, why such an 
angelic interposition should have taken place ? for its utility is not 
apparent, and in the short sentence recorded nothing which is new 
is embodied. No surprise is expressed at the appearance of the 
angels, and nothing is said of their disappearance. They are 
introduced, like the chorus of a Greek play, and are left

1 Mark i. 13 ; Luke iv. 2. 3 Matt. iv. 2.
3 The testimony of the Epistle of Barnabas (chapter xv.) does not agree with 

this.
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unceremoniously, with an indifference which betrays complete 
familiarity with supernatural agency. Can there be any doubt 
that the whole episode is legendary ?

It may not seem inappropriate to mention here that the idea of 
a bodily Ascension does not originate with the author of the third 
Synoptic and Acts, nor is it peculiar to Christianity. The transla
tion of Enoch' had long been chronicled in the sacred books; and 
the ascent of Elijah* in his whirlwind and chariot of fire before the 
eyes of Elisha was another well-known instance. The vision of 
Daniel (vii. 13), of one like the “ Son of man” coming with the 
clouds of heaven, might well have suggested the manner o f his 
departure, but another mode has been suggested. 3 The author of 
Acts was, we maintain, well acquainted with the works of Josephus.* 
We know that the prophet like unto Moses was a favourite repre
sentation in Acts of the Christ. Now, in the account which 
Josephus gives of the end of Moses, he states that, although he 
wrote in the holy books that he died lest they should say that he 
went to God, this was not really his end. After reaching the 
mountain Abarim he dismissed the senate; and as he was about to 
embrace Eleazar, the high priest, and Joshua, “ a cloud suddenly 
having stood over him he disappeared in a certain valley.”5 This 
we merely mention in passing.

Our earlier examination of the evidence for the origin and 
authorship of the historical books of the New Testament very 
clearly demonstrated that the testimony of these works for miracles 
and the reality of Divine Revelation, whatever that testimony 
might seem to be, could not be considered of any real value. We 
have now examined the accounts which the four Evangelists 
actually give of the Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension, and 
there can be no hesitation in stating as the result that, as might 
have been expected from works of such uncertain character, these 
narratives must be pronounced mere legends, embodying vague 
and wholly unattested tradition. As evidence for such stupendous 
miracles they are absolutely of no value. No reliance can be 
placed on a single detail of their story. The aim of the writers

1 Gen. v. 24; Ecclesiasticus xliv. 16, xlix. 14 ; Heb. xi. 5.
• 2 Kings ii. 11 ; Ecclesiasticus xlviii. 9, II.
3 Strauss, Das Leben Jesv, p. 618.
4 Of. Fortnightly Review, 1877, p. 502 f.
s .......ptfpovs abprlSior bxip aurbr orirros itparlferai Hard Tiros ipdpayyos.

Antiq. / u d iv. 8, § 48.
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has obviously been to make their narrative of the various appear
ances of Jesus as convincing as possible, and they have freely 
inserted any details which seemed to them calculated to give them 
impressiveness, force, and verisimilitude.

An apologetic writer has said: “ Any one who will attentively 
read side by side the narratives of these appearances on the first 
day of the Resurrection will see that they have only been preserved 
for us in general, interblended and scattered notices (see Matt, 
xxviii. 16; Luke xxiv. 34; Acts i. 3), which, in strict exactness, 
render it impossible, without many arbitrary suppositions, to 
produce from them a certain narrative of the order of events. 
The lacuna, the compressions, the variations, the actual differences, 
the subjectivity o f the narrators as affected by spiritual revelations, 
render all harmonies at the best uncertain.”1 Passing over with
out comment the strange phrase in this passage which we have 
italicised, and which seems to claim divine inspiration for the 
writers, it must be obvious to any one who has carefully read the 
preceding pages that this is an exceedingly moderate description 
of the wild statements and irreconcilable contradictions of the 
different narratives we have examined. But, such as it is, with 
all the glaring inconsistencies and impossibilities of the accounts 
even thus subdued, is it possible for anyone who has formed even 
a faint idea of the extraordinary nature of the allegations which 
have to be attested to consider such documents really evidence 
for the Resurrection and bodily Ascension ?

The usual pleas which are advanced in mitigation of judgment 
against the Gospels for these characteristics are of no avail. It 
may be easy to excuse the writers for their mutual contradictions, 
but the pleas themselves are an admission of the shortcomings 
which render their evidence valueless. “ The differences of 
purpose in the narrative of the four Evangelists ”2 may be fancifully

1 Farrar, Life o f Christ, ii. 432, note I.
a “  Professor Westcott, with his usual profundity and insight, points out the 

differences of purpose in the narrative of the four Evangelists. St. Matthew 
dwells chiefly on the majesty and glory of the Resurrection; St. Mark, both 
in the original part and in the addition (Mark xvi. 9-20), insists upon it as 
a fa c t ;  St. Luke, as a spiritual necessity; St. John, as a touchstone of 
character (I n t r o d 310-315)” (Farrar, ib., ii. 432, note I). Dr. Westcott 
says: “ The various narratives of the Resurrection place the fragmentariness 
of the Gospel in the clearest light. They contain difficulties which it is 
impossible to explain with certainty, but there is no less an intelligible fitness
and purpose in the details peculiar to each account....... It is necessary to repeat
these obvious remarks, because the records of the Resurrection have given 
occasion to some of the worst examples of that kind of criticism from which the 
other parts of the Gospels have suffered, though not in an equal degree. It is 
tacitly assumed that we are in possession of all the circumstances of the event, 
and thus, on the one hand, differences are urged as fatal, and, on the other, 
elaborate attempts are made to show that the details given can be forced into
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set forth, or ingeniously imagined, but no “ purpose” can trans
form discordant and untrustworthy narratives into evidence for 
miracles. Unless the prologue to the third Gospel be considered 
a condemnation of any of the other Synoptics which we may have 
existed before it, none of the Evangelists makes the smallest 
reference to any of • his brethren or their works. Each Gospel 
tacitly professes to be a perfectly independent work, giving the 
history of Jesus, or at least of the active part of his life, and of his 
death and Resurrection. The apologetic theory, derived from the 
Fathers, that the Evangelists designed to complete and supplement 
each other, is totally untenable. Each work was evidently 
intended to be complete in itself; but when we consider that 
much the greater part of the contents of each of the Synoptics is 
common to the three, frequently with almost literal agreement, 
and generally without sufficient alteration to conceal community of 
source or use of each other, the poverty of Christian tradition 
becomes painfully evident. We have already pointed out the 
fundamental difference between the fourth Gospel and the 
Synoptics. In no part of the history does greater contradiction 
and disagreement between the three Synoptics themselves, and 
likewise between them and the fourth Gospel, exist than in the 
account of the Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension. It is 
impossible to examine the four narratives carefully without feeling 
that here tradition, for natural reasons, has been more than usually 
wavering and insecure. Each writer differs essentially from the 
rest, and the various narratives not only disagree, but exclude each 
other. The third Synoptist, in the course of some years, even 
contradicts himself. The phenomena which are related, in fact, 
were too subjective and unsubstantial for sober and consistent 
narrative, and free play was allowed for pious imagination to frame 
details by the aid of supposed Messianic utterances of the Prophets 
and Psalmists of Israel.

Such a miracle as the Resurrection, startling as it is in our 
estimation, was commonplace enough in the view of these writers. 
We need not go back to discuss the story of the widow’s son 
restored to life by Elijah,1 nor that of the dead man who revived 
on touching the bones of Elisha.’ The raising from the dead of 
the son of the widow of Nain3 did not apparently produce much 
effect at the time, and only one of the Evangelists seems to have 
thought it worth while to preserve the narrative. The case of 
Jairus’ daughter,* whatever it was, is regarded as a resurrection of

the semblance of a complete and connected narrative. The true critic will 
pause before he admits either extreme ” (Ini. to the Study of the Gospels, 4th 
ed., p- 3 2 9 . 3 3 1 ).

' 1 Kings xvii. 17 f. * 2 Kings xiii. 21.
3 Luke vii. 11 f. 4 Mark v. 35 f.; Luke viii. 46 f.
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the dead, and is related by two of the Synoptists; but the raising 
of Lazarus is only recorded by the fourth Evangelist. The 
familiarity of the age with the idea of the resurrection of the 
dead, according to the Synoptists, is illustrated by the repre
sentation which they give of the effect produced by the fame 
of Jesus upon Herod and others. We are told by the first 
Synoptist that Herod said unto his servants : “ This is John the 
Baptist; he was raised from the dead; and therefore the powers 
work in him.”1 The second Synoptist repeats the same statement, 
but adds : “ But others said that it is Elijah ; and others said that 
it is a prophet like one of the prophets.”2 The statement of the 
third Synoptist is somewhat different. He says : “ Now Herod 
the tetrarch heard all that was occurring: and he was perplexed 
because it was said by some that John was raised from the dead, 
and by some that Elijah appeared, and by others that one of the 
old prophets rose up. And Herod said : John I beheaded, but 
who is this of whom I hear such things, and he sought to see 
him.”3 The three Synoptists substantially report the same thing; 
the close verbal agreement of the first two being an example of, 
the community of matter of which we have just spoken. The 
variations are instructive as showing the process by which each 
writer made the original form his own. Are we to assume that 
these things were really said? Or must we conclude that the 
sayings are simply the creation of later tradition ? In the latter 
case, we see how unreal and legendary are the Gospels. In the 
former, we learn how common was the belief in a bodily 
resurrection. How could it seem so strange to the Apostles that 
Jesus should rise again, when the idea that John the Baptist or 
one of the old prophets had risen from the dead was so readily 
accepted by Herod and others? How could they so totally mis
understand all that the chief priests, according to the first Synoptic, 
so well understood of the teaching of Jesus on the subject of his 
Resurrection, since the world had already become so familiar with 
the idea and the fact ?

Then, the episode of the Transfiguration must have occurred to 
everyone, when Jesus took with him Peter and James and John 
into a high mountain apart, “ and he was transfigured before them; 
and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment became white 
as the light. And behold, there was seen (<5<£ffy) by them Moses 
and Elijah talking with him ”; and then “ a bright cloud over
shadowed them ” and “ a voice came out of the cloud: This is 
my beloved son,” etc. “And when the disciples heard they fell

1 Matt. xiv. 2 j cf. Mark vi. 14.
2 Mark vi. 15.
3 Luke ix. 7-9.

3 1
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on their face and were sore afraid.”' The third Synoptist even 
knows the subject of their conversation: “ They were speaking of 
his decease which he was about to fulfil in Jerusalem.”’ This is 
related by all as an objective occurrence. 3 Are we to accept it as 
such ? Then how is it possible that the disciples should be so 
obtuse and incredulous as they subsequently showed themselves 
to be regarding the person of Jesus and his Resurrection? How 
could the announcement of that event by the angels to the women 
seem to them as an idle tale, which they did not believe ?« ■ Here 
were Moses and Elijah before them, and in Jesus, we are told, 
they recognised one greater than Moses and Elijah. The miracle 
of the Resurrection was here again anticipated and made palpable 
to them. Are we to regard the Transfiguration as a subjective 
vision ? Then why not equally so the appearances of Jesus after 
his passion? We can regard the Transfiguration, however, as 
nothing more than an allegory without either objective or 
subjective reality. Into this at present we cannot further go. It 
is sufficient to repeat that our examination has shown the Gospels 
to possess no value as evidence for the Resurrection and 
Ascension.

1 Matt. xvii. I f.; cf. Mark ix. 2 f., Luke ix. 28 f. Nothing could be more 
instructive than a careful comparison of the three narratives of this occurrence 
and of the curious divergencies and amplifications of a common original 
introduced by successive editors.

3 Luke ix. 31.
5 We need not here speak of the use of the verb ipdui.
4 Luke xxiv. 11.
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CHAPTER III.

THE EVIDENCE OK PAUL

We may now proceed to examine the evidence of Paul. “ On 
one occasion,” it is affirmed in a passage already quoted, “ he 
gives a very circumstantial account of the testimony upon which 
the belief in the Resurrection rested (i Cor. xv. 4-8).”' This 
account is as follows: 1 Cor. xv. 3. “ For I delivered unto you 
first of all that which I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4. and that he was buried, and that 
he has been raised (iyryytpra.i) the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5. and that he was seen by Cephas, then by the 
Twelve. 6. After that, he was seen by about five hundred 
brethren at once («<£a7ra£), of whom the greater part remain unto 
this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7. After that, he was 
seen by James; then by all the Apostles. 8. And last of all he 
was seen by me also as the one bom out of due time.”2 Can this 
be considered “ a very circumstantial account”? It may be 
exceedingly unreasonable, but we must at once acknowledge that 
we are not satisfied. The testimony upon which belief in the 
Resurrection is said to rest is comprised in a dozen lines—for we 
may so far anticipate as to say that this cannot be regarded as 
a risuttU of evidence which we can find elsewhere. We shall 
presently point out a few circumstances which it might be useful 
to know.

The Apostle states, in this passage, that the doctrines which he 
had delivered to the Corinthians he had himself “ received.” He 
does not pretend to teach them from his own knowledge, and the 
question naturally arises: From whom did he “ receive ” them ? 
Formerly, divines generally taught that Paul received these doc
trines by revelation, and up to recent times Apologists have con
tinued to hold this view, even when admitting the subsidiary use of 
tradition. If this claim were seriously made, the statements of the 
Apostle, so far as our inquiry is concerned, would certainly not gain 
in value, for it is obvious that Revelation could not be admitted to 
prove Revelation. It is quite true that Paul himself professed to 
have received his Gospel not from men, but from God by direct 
revelation, and we shall hereafter have to consider this point and 
the inferences to be drawn from such pretensions. At present the 1

1 Sanday, The Gospels in the Second Century, p. 12. * 1 Cor. xv. 3.
8S«
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argument need not be complicated by any such supposition, for 
certainly Paul does not here advance any such claim himself, and 
apologetic and other critics agree in declaring the source of his 
statements to be natural historical tradition. The points which he 
delivered, and which he had also received, are three in number : ( i)  
that Christ died for our sins; (2) that he was buried; and (3) that 
he has been raised the third day. In strictness the xal on  might 
oblige us to include, “ and that he was seen by Cephas, then by the 
Twelve,” after which the construction of the sentence is changed. 
It is not necessary to press this, however, and it is better for the 
present to separate the dogmatic statements from those which are 
more properly evidential.

It will be observed that, although the death, burial, and Resurrec
tion are here taught as. “ received,” evidence only of one point is 
offered : that Jesus “ was seen by ” certain persons. We have 
already pointed out that the Gospels do not pretend that any one 
was an eye-witness of the Resurrection itself, and it is important to 
notice that Paul, the earliest and most trustworthy witness pro
duced, entirely passes over the event, and relies solely on the fact 
that Jesus was supposed to have been seen by certain persons to 
prove that he died, was buried, and had actually risen the third 
day. The only inference which we here wish to draw from this is, 
that the alleged appearances are thus obviously separated from the 
death and burial by a distinct gulf. A dead body, it is stated, or 
one believed to be dead, is laid in a sepulchre; after a certain time, 
it is alleged that the dead person has been seen alive. Supposing 
the first statement to be correct—of which there must, of course, 
be the most clear and detailed evidence—the second, being in 
itself, according to all our experience, utterly incredible, leaves 
further a serious gap in the continuity of evidence. What occurred 
in the interval between the burial and the supposed apparition ? 
If it be asserted—as in the Gospels it is—that, before the 
apparition, the sepulchre was found empty and the body gone, 
the natural reply is that this very circumstance may have assisted 
in producing a subjective vision, but that, in so far as the disap
pearance of the body is connected with the appearance of the 

^ person apparently alive, the fact has no evidential value. The perSon 
supposed to be dead, for instance, may not have been actually 
so, but have revived; for, although we have no intention our
selves of adopting this explanation of the Resurrection, it is, as an 
alternative, certainly preferable to belief in the miracle. Or, in the 

, interval, the body may have been removed from a temporary to a 
* permanent resting-place, unknown to those who are surprised to 

find the body gone—and in the Gospels the conflicting accounts 
of the embalming and hasty burial, as we have seen, would fully 
permit of such an argument if we relied at all on those narratives.
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Many other means of accounting for the absence of the body might 
be advanced, any one of which, in the actual default of testimony 
to the contrary, would be irrefutable. The mere surprise of finding 
a grave empty which was supposed to contain a body betrays a 
blank in the knowledge of the persons, which can only be naturally 
filled up. This gap, at least, would not have existed had the 
supposed resurrection occurred in the presence of those by whom 
it is asserted Jesus “ was seen.” As it is, no evidence whatever is V  
offered that Jesus really died; no evidence that the sepulchre was y  
even found empty ; no evidence that the dead body actually rose K 
and became alive again ; but, skipping over the intermediate steps, 
the only evidence produced is the statement that, being supposed 
to be dead, he is said to have been seen by certain persons.1

There is a peculiarity in the statement to which we must now 
refer. The words, “ according to the Scriptures” (Kara rds 
ypafftai) are twice introduced into the brief recapitulation of 
the teaching which Paul had received and delivered : (1) “ That 
Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures,” and (3) 
“ that he has been raised the third day, according to the Scriptures.”
It is obvious that mere historical tradition has only to do with the 
fact “ that Christ died,” and that the object, “ for our sins,” is a 
dogmatic addition. The Scriptures supply the dogma. In the 
second point, the appeal to Scripture is curious, and so far 
important as indicating that the Resurrection on the third day was 
supposed to be a fulfilment of prophecy; and we have thus an 
indication, regarding which we must hereafter speak, of the manner 
in which the belief probably originated. The double reference to 
the Scriptures is peculiarly marked, and we have already more 
than once had occasion to point out that the narratives of the 
Gospels betray the very strong and constant influence of parts of 
the Old Testament supposed to relate to the Messiah. It cannot, 
we think, be doubted by any independent critic that the details of 
these narratives are largely due to the influence of the prophetic 
gnosis. It is natural to suppose that the early Christians, once 
accepting the idea of a suffering Messiah, should assume that 
prophecies which they believed to have reference to him had 
really been fulfilled, and that the actual occurrences corresponded 
minutely with the prophecies. It is probable that Christian 
tradition generally was moulded from foregone conclusions.

What were the “ Scriptures,” according to which “ Christ died 
for our sins,” and “ has been raised the third day ”? The passages 
which Paul most probably had in view were, as regards the death

1 The curious account in Matt., xxviii. I f., of the earthquake and rolling 
away of the stone by an angel in the presence of the women, who nevertheless 
saw no Resurrection, will not be forgotten.
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for our sins—Isaiah liii., Psalms xxii. and lxix., and for the 
Resurrection— Psalm xvi. io  and Hosea vi. 2. We have already 
pointed out that historical criticism has shown that the first four 
passages just indicated are not Messianic prophecies at all, and we 
may repeat that the idea of a suffering Messiah was wholly foreign 
to the Jewish prophets and people. The Messiah “ crucified,” as 
Paul himself bears witness, was “ to Jews a stumbling block,”1 and 
modern criticism has clearly established that the parts of Scripture 
by which the early Christians endeavoured to show that such a 
Messiah had been foretold can only be applied by a perversion of 
the original signification. In the case of the passages supposed 
to foretell the Resurrection the misapplication is particularly 
flagrant. We have already discussed the use of Psalm xvi. io, 
which in Acts3 is put into the mouth of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul, and shown that the proof passage rests upon a mistranslation 
of the original in the Septuagint.3 Any reader who will refer to 
Hosea vi. 2 will see that the passage in no way applies to the 
Messiah, although, undoubtedly, it has influenced the formation of 
the doctrine of the Resurrection. The “ sign of the prophet 
Jonah,”’ which, in Matt. xii. 40, is put into the mouth of Jesus, is 
another passage used with equal incorrectness ; and a glimpse of 
the manner in which Christian tradition took shape, and the 
Gospels were composed, may be obtained by comparing with the 
words in the first Synoptic the parallel in the third (xi. 29-31).* 
We shall have more to say presently regarding the Resurrection 
“ on the third day.”

We may now proceed to examine the so-called “ very circum
stantial account of the testimony on which the belief in the 
Resurrection rested.” “ And that he was seen by Cephas, then 
by the Twelve. After that he was seen by above 500 
brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep. After that he was seen by 
James, then by all the Apostles, and last of all he was seen by me 
also. ”5 There can be no doubt, we think, from the terms in which 
this statement is made, that Paul intended to give the appearances 
in chronological order. It would likewise be a fair inference that 
he intended to mention all the appearances of which he was 
aware. So far the account may possibly merit the epithet 
“ circumstantial,” but in all other respects it is scarcely possible to 
conceive any statement less circumstantial. As to where the 
risen Jesus was seen by these persons, in what manner, under 
what circumstances, and at what time, we are not vouchsafed a 
single particular. Moreover, the Apostle was not present on any

1 1 C o r . i. 23. a ii . 25 f . ,  x iu . 35 f. 3 p. 82.
* Cf. Matt. x v i. 4 ;  Mark v iii. 11. 5 1 Cor. xv. 5-8.
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of these occasions, excepting, of course, his own vision, and, 
consequently, merely reports appearances of which he has been 
informed by others ; but he omits to mention the authority upon 
which he makes these statements, or what steps he took to ascer
tain their accuracy and reality. For instance, when Jesus is said 
to have been seen by 500 brethren at once, it would 
have been of the highest importance for us to know the exact 
details of the scene, the proportion of inference to fact, the 
character of the Apostle’s informant, the extent of the investigation 
into the various impressions made upon the individuals composing 
the 500, as opposed to the collective affirmation. We con
fess that we do not attach much value to such appeals to the 
experience of 500 persons at once. It is difficult to find out 
what the actual experience of the individuals was, and each 
person is so apt to catch the infection of his neighbour and 
join in excitement, believing that, though he does not himself sec 
or feel anything, his neighbour does, that probably, when inquiry is 
pressed home, the aggregate affirmation of a large number may 
resolve itself into the actual experience of very few. The fact is, 
however, that in this “ very circumstantial account ” we have 
nothing except a mere catalogue by Paul, without a detail or 
information of any kind, of certain appearances which he did not 
himself see—always excepting his own vision, which we reserve 
—but merely had “ received ” from others.. As evidence of the 
death and Resurrection it has no value.

If we compare these appearances with the instances recorded in 
the Gospels, the result is by no means satisfactory. The first 
appearance is said to be to Cephas. It is argued that Paul passes 
in silence over the appearances to women, both because the 
testimony of women was not received in Jewish courts, and because 
his own opinions regarding the active participation of women in 
matters connected with the Church were of a somewhat exclusive 
character.1 The appearance to Cephas is generally identified with 
that mentioned, Luke xxiv. 34.2 Nothing could be more cursory 
than the manner in which this appearance is related in the Synoptic. 
The disciples from Emmaus, returning at once to Jerusalem, 
found the Eleven and those who were with them saying: “ The 
Lord was raised indeed, and was seen by Simon.” Not another 
syllable is said regarding an appearance which, according to Paul, 
was the first which had occurred. The other Gospels say still less, 
for they ignore the incident altogether. It is difficult to find room 
for such an appearance in the Gospel narratives. If we take the

1 Cf. 1 Cor. xiv. 34 f.
2 So Bisping, Maier, Meyer, Neander, Osiander, Rlickert, Stanley, dc 

Wette, etc.
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report of Paul to be true, that Jesus was first seen by Cephas, the 
silence of three Evangelists and their contradictory representations, 
on the one hand, and the remarkable way in which the third 
Gospel avoids all but a mere indirect reference to the occurrence, 
on the other, are phenomena which we leave Apologists to explain.'

He is next seen “ by the Twelve.” This vision is identified 
with that narrated in John xx. 19 f. and Luke xxiv. 36 f.,1 2 to which, 
as Thomas was absent on the first occasion, some critics under
stand the episode in John xx. 26 f. to be added. On reference to 
our discussion of these accounts, it will be seen that they have few 
or no elements of credibility. If the appearance to the Twelve 
mentioned by Paul be identified with these episodes, and their 
details be declared authentic, the second item in Paul’s list becomes 
discredited.

The appearance to 500 brethren at once is not mentioned in any 
of the Gospels, but critics, and especially apologetic critics, assert 
with more or less of certainty the identity of the occasion with the 
scene described in Matt, xxviii. 16 f.3 * 5 We remarked whilst dis
cussing the passage that this is based chiefly on the statement that 
“ some doubted,” which would have been inconsistent, it is thought, 
had Jesus already appeared to the Eleven.'* The identity is 
denied by others.5 The narrative in the first Synoptic would 
scarcely add force to the report in the Epistle. Is it possible 
to suppose that, had there been so large a number of 
persons collected upon that occasion, the Evangelist would not 
have mentioned the fact ? On the other hand, does it not some
what discredit the statement that Jesus was seen by so large a 
number at once, that no record of such a remarkable occurrence 
exists elsewhere ? How could the tradition of such an event, 
witnessed by so many, have so completely perished that neither in 
the Gospels nor Acts, nor in any other writing, is there any 
reference to it, and our only knowledge of it is this bare statement, 
without a single detail ? There is only one explanation : that the

1 Gfrorer thinks the germ of Paul’s incident to lie in the statement 
John xx. 4 (Die heil. Sage, i., p. 376 f.). Dr. Farrar thinks the details “  may 
have been of a nature too personal to have been revealed " (Life o f  Christ, ii., 
P- 437)-

1 So Bisping, Maier, Meyer, Neander, Osiander, Stanley, de Wette, etc.
3 So Grotius, Maier, Osiander, Wordsworth, etc., ad 1. Ebrard, Wiss. A>. 

ev. Gesch., p. 591 f., 599; £« Ohh. Leidensgesch., p. 210; Farrar, Life o f  
Christ, ii., p. 445 ; cf. Olshausen, Leidensgesch., p. 227 ; Stanley, Corinthians, 
p. 288.

* Beyschlag considers that, in these doubts, we have clearly an erroneous 
mixing up of the story of Thomas (John xx. 24 f.), and he thinks that probably 
in the incident of Jesus eating fish, described by the third Synoptic (xxiv. 42), 
we have a reminiscence of John xxi. 13 (Stud. u. A'r., 1870' p. 218, anm).

5 Alford, Bisping, Hofmann, Meyer, de Wette, etc.
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assembly could not have recognised in the phenomenon, whatever 
it was, the risen Jesus, or that subsequently an explanation was 
given which dispelled some temporary illusion. In any case, we 
must insist that the total absence of all confirmation of an appear
ance to 500 persons at once renders such an occurrence more than 
suspicious. The statement that the greater number were still 
living when Paul wrote does not materially affect the question. 
Paul doubtless believed the report that such an appearance had 
taken place, and that the majority of witnesses still survived; but 
does it necessarily follow that the report was true ? The survivors 
were certainly not within reach of the Corinthians, and could not 
easily be questioned. The whole of the argument of Paul which 
we are considering, as well as that which follows, was drawn from 
him by the fact that, in Corinth, Christians actually denied a 
Resurrection, and it is far from clear that this denial did not extend 
to denying the Resurrection of Jesus himself. That they did deny 
this we think certain, from the care with which Paul gives what he 
considers evidence for the fact. Another point may be mentioned. 
Where could so many as 500 disciples have been collected at one 
time? The author of Acts states (i. 15) the number of the 
Christian community gathered together to elect a successor to 
Judas as “ about 120.” Apologists, therefore, either suppose the 
appearance to 500 to have taken place in Jerusalem, when numbers 
of pilgrims from Galilee and other parts were in the Holy City, or 
that it occurred in Galilee itself, where they suppose believers to 
have been more numerous. This is the merest conjecture; and 
there is not even ground for asserting that there were so many as 
500 brethren in any one place by whom Jesus could have been 
seen.

The appearance to James is not mentioned in any of our 
Gospels. Jerome preserves a legend from the Gospel of the 
Hebrews, which states that James, after having drunk the cup of 
the Lord, swore that he would not eat bread until he should see 
him risen from the dead. When Jesus rose, therefore, he appeared 
to James; and, ordering a table and bread to be brought, blessed 
and broke the bread, and gave it to James.1 Beyond this 
legendary story there is no other record of the report given by 
Paul. The occasion on which he was seen by “ all the Apostles ” 
is indefinite, and cannot be identified with any account in the 
Gospels.

It is asserted, however, that, although Paul does not state from 
whom he “ received ” the report of these appearances of the risen 
Jesus, he must have heard them from the Apostles themselves. 
At any rate, it is added, Paul professes that his preaching on the

1 Ilieron., De v ir. ill., ii.
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death, burial, and Resurrection is the same as that of the other 
Apostles.1 That the other Apostles preached the Resurrection of 
Jesus may be a fact, but we have no information as to the precise 
statements they made. We shall presently discuss the doctrine 
from this point of view, but here we must confine ourselves to Paul. 
As for the inference that, associating with the Apostles, he must 
have been informed by them of the appearances of Jesus, we may 
say that this by no means follows so clearly as is supposed. Paul 
was singularly independent, and in his writings he directly dis
claims all indebtedness to the elder Apostles. He claims that his 
Gospel is not after man, nor was it taught to him by man, but 
through revelation of Jesus Christ.’ Now Paul himself informs us 
of his action after it pleased God to reveal his Son in him that he 
might preach him among the Gentiles. It might, indeed, have 
been reasonably expected that Paul should then have sought out 
those who could have informed him of all the extraordinary occur
rences supposed-to have taken place after the death of Jesus. 
Paul does nothing of the kind. He is apparently quite satisfied 
with his own convictions. “ Immediately,” he says, in his 
characteristic letter to the Galatians, “ I communicated not 
with flesh and blood; neither went I away to Jerusalem to 
them who were Apostles before me, but I went away to Arabia, 
and returned again unto Damascus. Then, after three years, I 
went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and abode with him fifteen 
days; but other of the Apostles saw I none, save James the 
brother of the Lord. Now the things which I write, behold before
God I lie not.........Then after fourteen years I went up again to
Jerusalem ”3—upon which occasion, we know, his business was 
not of a nature to allow us to suppose that he obtained much 
information regarding the Resurrection.

We may ask : Is there that thirst for information regarding the 
facts and doctrines of Christianity displayed here, which entitles 
us to suppose that Paul eagerly and minutely investigated the 
evidence for them? We think not. Paul made up his own 
mind in his own way, and, having silently waited three years, 
it is not probable that the questions which he then asked 
were of any searching nature. The protest that he saw none of 
the other Apostles may prove his independence, but it certainly 
does not prove his anxiety for information. When Paul went up 
to make the acquaintance of Cephas his object clearly was not to 
be taught by him, but to place himself in communication with the 
man whom he believed to be the chief of the Apostles, and, we 
may assume, largely with a view to establish a friendly feeling, and 
secure recognition of his future ministry. We should not, of

' r Cor. xv. n ,  12. • Gal. i. n ,  12. 3 Gal. i. 16, 18, ii. I.

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



VALUE OF PAUL’S BELIEF AS EVIDENCE 859

course, be justified in affirming that the conversation between the 
two great Apostles never turned upon the subject of the Resurrec
tion; but we think that it is obvious that Paul’s visit was not in the 
least one of investigation. He believed; he believed that certain 
events had occurred “ according to the Scriptures ” ; and the 
legitimate inference from Paul’s own statements must be that, in 
this visit after three years, his purpose was in no way connected 
with a search for evidential information. The author of Acts, it 
will be remembered, represents him as, before any visit to 
Jerusalem, publicly and boldly preaching in Damascus that Jesus
is the Son of God, and “ confounding the Jews.......proving that
this is the Christ.”1 This representation, it will be admitted, shows 
an advanced condition of belief little supporting the idea of subse
quent investigation. When all conjectures are exhausted, how
ever, we have the one distinct fact remaining that Paul gives no 
authority for his report that Jesus was seen by the various persons 
mentioned, nor does he furnish any means by which we can judge 
of the nature and reality of the alleged phenomena. We continue 
here to speak of the appearances to others, reserving the appear
ance to himself, as standing upon a different basis, for separate 
examination.

What is the value of this evidence ? The fact to be proved is 
that, after a man had been crucified, dead, and buried, he actually 
rose from the dead, and appeared alive to many persons. The 
evidence is that Paul, writing some twenty years after the supposed 
miraculous occurrences, states, without detailed information of any 
kind, and without pretending to have himself been an eye-witness 
of the phenomena, that he has been told that Jesus was, after his 
death and burial, seen alive on the occasions mentioned ! As to 
the Apostle Paul himself, let it be said in the most emphatic 
manner possible that we do not suggest the slightest suspicion 
of the sincerity of any historical statement he makes. We 
implicitly accept the historical statements, as distinguished from 
inferences, which proceed from his pen. It cannot be doubted 
that Paul was told that such appearances had been seen. We do 
not question the fact that he believed them to have taken place ; 
and we shall hereafter discuss the weight to be attached to this 
circumstance. Does this, however, guarantee the truth of the 
reports or inferences of those who informed the Apostle ? Does 
the mere passage of any story or tradition through Paul necessarily 
transmute error into truth—self-deception or hallucination into 
objective fact ? Are we—without any information as to what was 
really stated to Paul, as to the personality and character of his 
informants, as to the details of what was believed to have occurred,

1 Acts ix. 20, 22, 27.
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as to the means taken to test the reality of the alleged phenomena, 
without an opportunity of judging for ourselves on a single point— 
to believe in the reality of these appearances simply because Paul 
states that he has been informed that they occurred, and himself 
believes the report?

So far as the belief of Paul is concerned, we may here remark 
that his views regarding the miraculous Charismata in the Church 
do not prepare us to feel any confidence in the sobriety of his judg
ment in connection with alleged supernatural occurrences. We 
have no reliance upon his instinctive mistrust of such statements, 
or his imperative requirement of evidence, but every reason to 
doubt them. On the other hand, without in any way imputing 
wilful incorrectness or untruth to the reporters of such phenomena, 
let it be remembered how important a part inference has to play- 
in the narrative of every incident, and how easy it is to draw 
erroneous inferences from bare facts.1 In proportion as persons 
are ignorant, on the one hand, and have their minds disturbed, on 
the other, by religious depression or excitement, hope, fear, or any 
other powerful emotion, they are liable to confound facts and 
inferences, and both to see and analyse wrongly. In the case of 
a supposed appearance alive of a person believed to be dead, it 
will scarcely be disputed, there are many disturbing elements, 
especially when that person has just died by a cruel and shameful 
death, and is believed to be the Messiah. The occurrence which 
we at any time see is, strictly speaking, merely a series of appear
ances, and the actual nature of the thing seen is determined in 
our minds by inferences. How often are these inferences correct ? 
We venture to say that the greater part of the proverbial incorrect
ness and inaccuracy which prevail arise from the circumstance 
that inferences are not distinguished from facts, and are constantly 
erroneous. In that age, under such circumstances, and with 
Oriental temperaments, it is absolutely certain that there was 
exceptional liability to error; and the fact that Paul repeats the 
statements of unknown persons, dependent so materially upon 
inference, cannot possibly warrant us in believing them when they 
contradict known laws which express the results of universal 
experience. It is infinitely more probable that these persons 
were mistaken than that a dead man returned to life again, and

' We may merely in passing refer to the case of Mary Magdalene in the 
fourth Gospel. She sees a figure standing beside her, and infers that it is the 
gardener ; presently something else occurs which leads her to infer that she 
was mistaken in her first inference, and to infer next that it is Jesus. It is a 
narrative upon which no serious argument can be based; but had she at first 
turned away, her first inference would have remained, and, according to the 
narrative, have l>een erroneous. We might also argue that, if further examina
tion had taken place, her second inference might have proved as erroneous as 
the first is declared to have been.
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appeared to them. We shall presently consider how much 
importance is to be attached to mere belief in the occurrence 
of such phenomena; but with regard to the appearances referred to 
by Paul, except in so far as they attest the fact that certain persons 
may have believed that Jesus appeared to them, such evidence 
has not the slightest value, and is indeed almost ludicrously 
insufficient to establish the reality of so stupendous a miracle as 
the Resurrection. It will have been observed that of the Ascension 
there is not a word—obviously for Paul the Resurrection and 
Ascension were one act.

Having so far discussed Paul’s report that Jesus rose from the 
dead and was seen by others, we turn to his statement that, last of 
all, he was seen also by himself. In the former cases we have 
had to complain of the total absence of detailed information as to 
the circumstances under which he was supposed to have been 
seen ; but it may be expected that, at least in his own case, we 
shall have full and minute particulars of so interesting and extra
ordinary a phenomenon. Here, again, we are disappointed. Paul 
does not give us a single detail. He tells us neither when, where, 
nor how he saw Jesus. It was all the more important that he 
should have entered into the particulars of this apparition, because 
there is one peculiarity in his case which requires notice. Whereas 
it may be supposed that in the other instances Jesus is represented 
as being seen immediately after the Resurrection and before his 
Ascension, the appearance to Paul must be placed years after that 
occurrence is alleged to have taken place. The question, therefore, 
arises : Was the appearance to Paul of the sanje character as the 
former ? Paul evidently considers that it was. He uses the very 
same word when he says “ he was seen (w<f>0rj) by me,” that 
he employs in stating that “ he was seen («<£#>;) by Cephas” 
and the rest, and he classes all the appearances together in precisely 
the same way. If, therefore, Paul knew anything of the nature of 
the appearances to the others, and yet considers them to have 
been of the same nature as his own, an accurate account of his 
own vision might have enabled us in some degree to estimate that 
of the others. Even without this account, it is something to know 
that Paul believed that there was no difference between the earlier 
and later appearances. And yet, if we reflect that in the appear
ances immediately after the Resurrection the representation is that 
Jesus possessed the very same body that had hung on the cross 
and been laid in the sepulchre, and that, according to the Gospels, 
he exhibited his wounds, allowed them to be touched, assured the 
disciples of his corporeality by permitting himself to be handled, 
and even by eating food in their presence, and that in the case of 
Paul the appearance took place years after Jesus is said to 
have ascended into heaven and sat down at the right hand of
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God, the identity of the apparitions becomes a suggestive 
feature.

The testimony of Paul must at least override that of the Gospels, 
and, whatever may have been the vision of Paul, we may fairly 
assume that the vision of Peter and the rest was like it. Beyond 
this inference, Paul gives us no light with regard to the 
appearance of Jesus to himself. He merely affirms that Jesus did 
appear to him. “ Have I not seen Jesus our Lord ?” he says in 
one place.1 Elsewhere he relates: “ But when he was pleased, 
who set me apart from my mother’s womb, and called me through 
his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among 
the Gentiles ; immediately, I communicated not with flesh and
blood....... but I went away into Arabia and returned again unto
Damascus.”3 Various opinions have been expressed regarding the 
rendering of a i r o /c a k lf la i  riW vibv a i ’ro C  tv  t/w l. The great 
majority of critics agree that the direct and natural sense must be 
adopted: “ to reveal his Son in me,” that is to say, “ within 
me,” “ in my spirit.” 3 Others maintain that tv  ifu>L must be
rendered “ through me,”'* giving tv the sense of Sid ■ but in that 
case the following context would be quite unnecessary. Hilgen- 
felds thinks that the meaning is “ in his person and Ruckert and 
a few others read “ to me.” The liberties taken by interpreters of 
the New Testament with the preposition tv, too frequently from 
preconceived dogmatic reasons, are remarkable. The importance 
of this passage chiefly lies in the question whether the revelation 
here referred to is the same as the appearance to him of Jesus of 
the Corinthian letter. Some critics incline to the view that it is so,6 
whilst others consider that Paul does not thus speak of his vision, 
but rather of the doctrine concerning Jesus which formed his 
Gospel, and which Paul claimed to have received, not from man, 
but by revelation from God.? Upon this point we have only a few 
remarks to make. If it be understood that Paul refers to the 
appearance to him of Jesus, it is clear that he represents it in these

1 I Cor. ix. I. 3 Gal. i. 15-17.
3 So Alford, Bisping, Ellicott, Ewald, Holtzmann, Jowett, Meyer, Olshausen, 

Schrader, Usteri, de Wette, Wieseler, Winer, Wordsworth, ad 1. ; Baur, Paulus, 
i., P' 7 5  f- > Holsten, Zum Ev. Paulus, u. s. tv., p. 42 f., anm .; Meijboom, 
Jezus' Opstand., p. 105; Ncander, Pflanzung, p. 117.

4 Grotius, Annot. in N. T ., vi., p. 553 ; Baumgarten-Crusius, Br. an die 
Gal., p. 26 ; Lightfoot, Galatians, p. 82.

5 Der Galaierbr., p. 121.
6 Baur, Paulus, i., p. 75 f. ; Meijboom, Jezus' Opstand., p . 105 f. ; Jowett, 

Bps. o f St. Paul, i., p. 216 f., 230 I. ; Ewald, Holtzmann, Schrader, Usteri, 
Wieseler, etc., in 1.

7 Holsten, Zum ev. Paul. u. s. w., p. 42, anm.; Neander, Pflanzung, p . 117; 
Alford, Bisping, Hilgenfeld, Lightfoot, Meyer, de Wette, Wordsworth, etc., 
in I.
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words as a subjective vision, within his own consciousness. If, on 
the other hand, he do not refer to the appearance, then the 
passage loses all distinct reference to that occurrence. We do not 
intend to lay any further stress upon the expression than this, and 
it is fair to add that we do not think there is any special reference 
to the apparition of Jesus in the passage, but simply an allusion to 
his conversion to Christianity, which the Apostle considered a 
revelation in his mind of the true character and work of the 
Christ which had previously been so completely misunderstood by 
him. We may as well say at once that we desire to take the 
argument in its broadest form, without wasting time by showing 
that Paul himself uses language which seems to indicate that he 
recognised the appearance of Jesus to have been merely subjective. 
The only other passage which we need now mention is the account 
which Paul gives, 2 Cor. xii. 2 f., of his being caught up to the 
third heaven. A few critics consider that this may be the occasion 
on which Jesus appeared to him, to which he refers in the passage 
of the former letter which we are considering;1 but the great 
majority are opposed to the supposition. In any case there is no 
evidence that the occasions are identical, and we therefore are not 
entitled to assume that they are so.

It will have been observed that we have hitherto confined our 
attention wholly to the undoubted writings of Paul. Were there 
no other reason than the simple fact that we are examining the 
evidence of Paul himself, and have, therefore, to do with that 
evidence alone, we should be thoroughly justified in this course. 
It is difficult to clear the mind of statements regarding Paul and 
his conversion which are made in the Acts of the Apostles, but it 
is absolutely essential that we should understand clearly what Paul 
himself tells us and what he does not tell us, for the present totally 
excluding Acts. What, then, does Paul himself tell us of the 
circumstances under which he saw Jesus ? Absolutely nothing. 
The whole of his evidence for the Resurrection consists in the bare 
statement that he did see Jesus. Now, can the fact that any man 
merely affirms, without even stating the circumstances, that a 
person once actually dead and buried has risen from the dead and 
been seen by him, be seriously considered satisfactory evidence for 
so astounding a miracle ? Is it possible for anyone of sober mind, 
acquainted with the nature of the proposition, on the one hand, 
and with the innumerable possibilities of error, on the other, to 
regard such an affirmation even as evidence of much importance 
in such a matter ? We venture to say that, in such a case, an 
affirmation of this nature, even made by a man of high character 
and ability, would possess little weight. If the person making it,

1 Dr. Jowett thinks this not improbable ( The Epistles o f  St. Paul, i., p. 229).
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although of the highest honour, were known to suppose himself 
the subject of constant revelations and visions, and if, perhaps, he 
had a constitutional tendency to nervous excitement and ecstatic 
trance, his evidence would have no weight at all. We shall 
presently have to speak of this more in detail in connection with 
Paul. Such an allegation, even supported by the fullest informa
tion and most circumstantial statement, could not establish the 
reality of the miracle; without them, it has no claim to belief. 
What is the value of a person’s testimony who simply makes an 
affirmation of some important matter, unaccompanied by particulars, 
and the truth of which cannot be subjected to the test of even the 
slightest cross-examination ? It is worth nothing. It would not 
be received at all in a Court of Justice. If we knew the whole of 
the circumstances of the apparition to Paul, from which he inferred 
that he had seen the risen Jesus, the natural explanation of the 
supposed miracle might be easy. We have only the bare report 
of a man who states that he had seen Jesus, unconfirmed by any 
witnesses. Under no circumstances could isolated evidence like 
this be of much value. The facts and inferences aTe alike with
out corroboration, but on the other hand are contradicted by 
universal experience.

When we analyse the evidence, it is reduced to th is: Paul 
believed that he had seen Jesus. This belief constitutes the whole 
of Paul’s evidence for the Resurrection. It is usual to argue 
that the powerful effect which this belief produced upon his 
life and teaching renders it of extraordinary force as testimony. 
This we are not prepared to admit. If the assertion that Jesus 
appeared to him had not been believed by Paul, it would not 
have secured a moment’s attention. That this conviction 
affected his life was the inevitable consequence of such belief. 
Paul eminently combined works with faith in his own life. When 
he believed Jesus to be an impostor, he did not content himself 
with sneering at human credulity, but vigorously persecuted his 
followers. When he came to believe Jesus to be the Messiah, he 
was not more inactive, but became the irrepressible Apostle of the 
Gentiles. He acted upon his convictions in both cases ; but his 
persecution of Christianity no more proved Jesus to be an 
impostor than his preaching of Christianity proved Jesus to 
be the Messiah. It only proved that he believed so. He was as 
earnest in the one case as in the other. We repeat, therefore, that 
the evidence of Paul for the Resurrection amounts to nothing 
more than the belief that Jesus had been seen by him. We 
shall presently further examine the value of this belief as 
evidence for so astounding a miracle.

We must not form exaggerated conceptions of the effect upon 
Paul of the appearance to him of Jesus. That his convictions and
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views of Christianity were based upon the reality of the Resurrec
tion is undeniable; and that they received powerful confirmation 
and impulse through his vision of Jesus is also not to be doubted; 
but let us clear our minds of representations derived from other 
sources, and understand what Paul himself does and does not 
say of this vision ; and for this purpose we must confine our
selves to the undoubted writings of the Apostle. Does Paul him
self ascribe his conversion to Christianity to the fact of his having 
seen Jesus ? Most certainly not. That is a notion derived solely 
from the statements in Acts. The sudden and miraculous con
version of Paul is a product of the same pen which produced the 
story of the sudden conversion of the thief on the cross—an episode 
equally unknown to other writers. Paul neither says when nor 
where he saw Jesus. The revelation of God’s Son in him not 
being an allusion to this vision of Jesus, but merely a reference to 
the light which dawned upon Paul’s mind as to the character and 
mission of Jesus, there is no ground whatever, from the writings of 
the Apostle himself, to connect the appearance of Jesus with his 
conversion. The statement in the Epistle to the Galatians 
simply amounts to th is: When it pleased him who elected him 
from his mother’s womb, and called him by his grace, to reveal to 
his mind the truth concerning his Son, that he might preach him 
among the Gentiles, he communicated not with flesh and blood, 
neither did he go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles 
before him, but immediately went away to Arabia, and after that 
returned again to Damascus. It can scarcely be doubted that 
Paul here refers to his change of views—to his conversion—but as 
little can it be doubted that he does not ascribe that conversion to 
the appearance to him of Jesus spoken of in the Corinthian letter.

Let any reader who honestly desires to ascertain the exact 
position of the case ask himself the simple question whether, 
supposing the Acts of the Apostles never to have existed, it is 
possible to deduce from this, or any other statement of Paul, that 
he actually ascribes his conversion to the fact that Jesus appeared 
to him in a supernatural manner. He may possibly in some 
degree base his apostolic claims upon that appearance, although it 
may be doubted how far he does even this ; if he did so, it would 
only prove the reality of his belief, but not the reality of the vision; 
but there is no evidence whatever in the writings of Paul that he 
connected his conversion with the appearance of Jesus. All that 
we can legitimately infer seems to be that, before his adoption of 
Christianity, he had persecuted the Church and further it may 
be gathered from the passage in the Galatian letter that at the 
time when this change occurred he was at Damascus. At least he

' 1 Cor. xv. 9.
3 *
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says that from Arabia he “ returned again to Damascus,” which 
seems to imply that he first went from that city to Arabia. When 
we consider the expressions in the two letters, it becomes apparent 
that Paul does not set forth any instantaneous conversion of the 
character related elsewhere. To the Galatians he describes his 
election from his mother’s womb and call by the grace of God as 
antecedent to the revelation of his Son in him : “ When he who 
separated me from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace 
was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles,” etc. And if the reading “ through me ” be 
adopted, the sense we are pointing out becomes still more 
apparent. In the Corinthian letter again, the expressions should 
be remarked : Verse 8. “ And last of all he was seen by me also, 
as the one bom out of due time. 9. For I am the least of the 
Apostles, that am not fit to be called an Apostle, because I perse
cuted the Church of God; 10. but by the grace of God I am what 
I am : and his grace which was (bestowed) upon me was not in 
vain, but I laboured more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but 
the grace of God with me. 11. Whether, therefore, it were I or 
they, so we preach, and so ye believed.”1 Peter sees Jesus first, 
Paul sees him last; and as the thought uppermost in his mind in 
writing this Epistle was the parties in the Corinthian Church, and 
the opposition to himself and denial even of his Apostleship, the 
mention of his having seen Jesus immediately leads him to speak 
of his apostolic claims. “ Am I not an Apostle ? have I not seen 
Jesus our Lord ?” he had just before exclaimed, and proceeded to 
defend himself against his opponents : here, again, he reverts to the 
same subject, with proud humility calling himself, on the one 
hand, “ the least of the Apostles,” but, on the other, asserting that 
he had “ laboured more abundantly than they all.” He is led to 
contrast his past life with his present; the time when he persecuted 
the Church with that in which he built it up. There is, however, 
no allusion to any miraculous conversion when he says, “ by the 
grace of God I am what I am.” He may consider his having seen 
the Lord and become a witness of his resurrection one part of his 
qualification for the Apostolate, but assuredly he does not repre
sent this as the means of his conversion.

We shall not pause to discuss at length how far being a witness 
for the Resurrection really was made a necessary qualification for 
the apostolic office. The passages, Luke xxiv. 48, Acts i. 22, ii. 
32, upon which the theory mainly rests, are not evidence of the 
fact which can for a moment be accepted. It is obvious that the 
Twelve were Apostles from having been chosen disciples of the 
Master from the commencement of his active career, and not from

1 1 Cor. xv. 8.
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any fortuitous circumstance at its close. If Paul says, “ Am I 
not an Apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?” he 
continues : “ Are ye not my work in the Lord ? If I am not an 
Apostle unto others, yet I am at least to you : for the seal of mine 
Apostleship are ye in the Lord. My defence to them that examine 
me is this.”' There can be no doubt that the claims of Paul to 
the Apostolate were, during his life, constantly denied, and his 
authority rejected. As we have elsewhere pointed out, there is no 
evidence that his Apostleship was ever recognised by the elder 
Apostles, nor that his claim was ever submitted to them. Even 
in the second century the Clementine Homilies deny him the 
honour, and make light of his visions and revelations. All the 
evidence we possess shows that Paul’s vision of Jesus did not 
secure for him much consideration in his own time—a circumstance 
which certainly does not tend to establish its reality.

What weight can we, then, attach to the representation in the 
Acts of the Apostles of the conversion of Paul? Our examination 
of that work has sufficiently shown that none of its statements can 
be received as historical. Where we have been able to compare 
them with the Epistles of Paul, they have not been in agreement. 
Nothing could be more obvious than the contradiction between 
the narrative of Paul’s conduct after his conversion, according to 
Acts, and the account which Paul gives in the Galatian letter. 
We need not repeat the demonstration here. Where we possess 
the means of comparison we discover the inaccuracy of Acts. 
Why should we suppose that which we cannot compare more 
accurate ? So far as our argument is concerned, it matters very 
little whether we exclude the narrative of the conversion" of Acts or 
not. We point out, however, that there is no confirmation what
ever in the writings of Paul of the representation of his conversion 
by means of a vision of Jesus, which, upon all considerations, may 
much more reasonably be assigned to a somewhat later period. 
If we ventured to conjecture, we should say that the author of 
Acts has expanded*the scattered sayings of Paul into this narrative, 
making the miraculous conversion by a personal interposition of 
Jesus, which he therefore relates no less than three times, counter
balance the disadvantage of his not having followed Jesus in the 
flesh. It is curious that he has introduced the bare statement into 
the third Synoptic, that Jesus “ was seen by Simon ” (t5 
HCfuovi),3 which none of the other Evangelists mentions, but 
which he may have found, without further particulars,
Krjtfxfa in the Epistle whence he derived, perhaps, materials for 
the other story. In no case can the narrative in Acts be 
received as evidence of the slightest value; but in order not

1 I Cor. ix. 1-3. * Luke xxiv. 34.
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to pass over even such statements in silence, we shall very briefly 
examine it.

The narrative is repeated thrice : in the first instance (ix. i f.) as 
a historical account of the transaction; next (xxii. 4 f.) introduced 
into a speech supposed to be delivered by Paul to the Jews when 
taken prisoner in consequence of their uproar on finding him in 
the Temple purifying himself with the four men who had a vow— 
a position which cannot historically be reconciled with the character 
and views of Paul; and, thirdly, again put into the mouth of the 
Apostle (xxvi. 9 f.) when he pleads his cause before King Agrippa. 
Paul is represented in the headlong career of persecuting the 
Church, and going with letters from the high priest empowering 
him to bring Christian men and women bound unto Jerusalem. 
“ And as he journeyed, it came to pass that he drew nigh to 
Damascus, and suddenly there shone round about him a light out 
of the heaven, and he fell upon the earth and heard a voice saying 
unto him : Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, 
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou perse- 
cutest. But rise and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do.”1 In the second account there is so far 
no very wide discrepancy, but there, as in the third, the time is 
said to be about noon. There is a very considerable difference in 
the third account, however, more especially in the report of what 
is said by the voice : xxvi. 13. “ At mid-day, O King, I saw in the 
way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining 
round about me and those journeying with m e; 14. and when we 
all fell to the earth, I heard a voice saying unto me in the Hebrew 
tongue: Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? it is hard for thee 
to kick against pricks. 15. And I said : Who art thou, Lord ? 
And the Lord said : I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 16. But 
rise and stand upon thy feet; for I was seen by thee for this 
purpose, to choose thee a minister and a witness both of these 
things which thou sawest, and of the things in which I will appear 
unto thee ; 17. delivering thee from the people and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom I send thee ; 18. to open their eyes, that 
they may turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and a 
lot among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.”1

It will be admitted that this address is .widely different from that 
reported in the two earlier accounts. Apologists argue that in this 
third narrative Paul has simply transferred from Ananias to Jesus 
the message delivered to him by the former, according to the 
second account. Let us first see what Ananias is there repre
sented as saying. Acts xxii. 14 : “ And he said : The God of our

J Acts. xxvi. 13.

■V

1 Acts ix. 3 ; cf. xxii. 6-8, 10.
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fathers chose thee, to know his will and to see the Righteous 
O n e 15. for thou shalt be a witness to him unto all men of 
what thou hast seen and heard.”2 Now, Paul clearly professes in 
the speech which he is represented as delivering before Agrippa to 
state what the voice said to him : “ And he said,” “ and I said,” 
“ and he said,” distinctly convey the meaning that the report is to 
be what was actually said. If the sense of what Ananias said to him 
is embodied in part of the address ascribed to the voice, it is 
strangely altered and put into the first person ; but, beyond this, 
there is much added which appears neither in the speech of 
Ananias nor anywhere else in any of the narratives. If we 
further compare the instructions given to Ananias in the vision of 
the first narrative with his words in the second and those ascribed 
to the voice in the third, we shall see that these again differ very 
materially. Acts ix. 15. “ But the Lord said unto him: Go; for 
this man is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before 
Gentiles and kings, and the sons of Israel: 16. For I will show 
him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.”3 What 
must we think of a writer who deals so freely with his materials, 
and takes such liberties even with so serious a matter as this 
heavenly vision and the words of the glorified Jesus ?

In the third account Jesus is represented as saying: “ It is 
hard for thee to kick against pricks.”4 This is a well-known 
proverbial saying, frequently used by classical Greek and Latin 
authors,3 and not altogether strange to Hebrew. It is a singularly 
anthropomorphic representation to put such a saying into the 
mouth of the divine apparition, and it assists in betraying the 
mundane origin of the whole scene. Another point deserving 
consideration is that Paul is not told what he is to do by the voice 
of Jesus, but is desired to go into the city to be there instructed 
by Ananias. This is clearly opposed to Paul’s own repeated 
asseverations. “ For neither did I receive it from man nor was 
taught it, but through a revelation of Jesus Christ,”6 is his state
ment. The details of the incident itself, moreover, are differently 
stated in the various accounts, and cannot be reconciled. Accord
ing to the first account, the companions of Paul “ stood speechless”

1 It will be remembered that this epithet occurs in Acts iii. 14, vii. 52, and 
nowhere else in the New Testament.

2 Acts xxii. 14. 3 lb ., ix. 15.
4 xxvi. 14. This phrase was introduced into Acts ix. 5 of the Authorised 

Version by Erasmus from the Vulgate ; but it is not found there in any Greek 
MS. of the slightest authority.

5 Cf. /Esch., Prom., 323; Agamem., 1633; Eurip., Batch., 791 ; Pindar.,
Pyth., ii. 173 ; Terent., Phorm., i. 2, 27 ; Plaut., True., iv. 2, 59. Baum* 
garten, Beelen, Grotius, Hackctt, Humphrey, Kuinoel, Meyer, Olshausen, 
Overbeck, Wetstein, De Wetle, Wordsworth, etc., in 1. Zeller, Apg., p. 193, 
anm. I. 6 Gal. i. 11 f.
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(ix. 7); in the third, they “ all fell to the earth” (xxvi. 14). 
The explanation that they first fell to the ground and then rose up 
fails satisfactorily to harmonise the two statements ; as does like
wise the suggestion that the first expression is simply an idiomatic 
mode of saying that they were speechless, independent of position. 
Then again, in the first account, it is said that the men stood 
speechless, “ hearing the voice (axovovrcs t!}s <f>ano/s), but seeing no 
one.”' In the second we are told : “ And they that were with me 
saw indeed the light; but they heard not the voice (-njv tj>toinjv 
ovk fjKovcrav) of him speaking to me.”1 No two statements could 
be more contradictory. The attempt to reconcile them by 
explaining the verb dkovio in the one place “ to hear ” and in the 
other “ to understand ” is inadmissible, because wholly arbitrary. 
It is quite obvious that the word is used in the same sense in both 
passages, the difference being merely the negative. In the third 
account the voice is described as speaking “ in the Hebrew 
tongue,”3 which was probably the native tongue of the companions 
of Paul from Jerusalem. If they heard the voice speaking 
Hebrew, they must have understood it. The effort to make the 
vision clearly objective, and, at the same time, to confine it to 
Paul, leads to these complications. The voice is heard, though the 
speaker is not seen, by the men in the one story, whilst the light is 
seen and the voice not heard in the other, and yet it speaks in Hebrew 
according to the third, and even makes use of classical proverbs, 
and uses language wondrously similar to that of the author of Acts.

We may remark here that Paul’s Gospel was certainly not 
revealed to him upon this occasion; and, therefore, the expressions 
in his Epistles upon this subject must be referred to other 
revelations. There is, however, another curious point to be 
observed. Paul is not described as having actually seen Jesus in 
the vision. According to the first two accounts, a light shines 
round about him, and he falls to the ground and hears a voice ; 
when he rises he is blind.* If, in the third account, he sees the 
light from heaven above the brightness of the sun shining round 
about him and his companions,5 they equally see it according to 
the second account.6 The blindness, therefore, is miraculous and 
symbolic, for the men are not blinded by the light.? It is singular 
that Paul nowhere refers to this blindness in his letters. It cannot 
be doubted that the writer’s purpose is to symbolise the very 
change from darkness to light, in the case of Paul, which, after 
Old Testament prophecies, is referred to in the words ascribed, 
in the third account,8 to the voice. Paul, thus, only sees the

' Acts ix. 7. 2 lb ., xxii. 9. 5 lb ., xxvi. 14.
4 Acts ix. 3, 4, 8, xxii. 6, 7, 11. 5 xxvi. 13.
6 xxii. 9. 7 xxii. 11 does not refute this. 8 xxvi. 18.
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light which surrounds the glorified Jesus, but not his own person, 
and the identification proceeds only from the statement: “ I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest.” It is true that the expression is 
strangely put into the mouth of Jesus, in the third account: “ for 
I was seen by thee (<a<f>t)i)v <roi) for this purpose,” etc.;1 but the 
narrative excludes the actual sight of the speaker, and it is scarcely 
possible to read the words just quoted, and their context, without 
being struck by their incongruity. We need not indicate the 
sources of this representation of light shrouding the heavenly 
vision, so common in the Old Testament. Before proceeding to 
the rest of the account, we may point out in passing the similarity 
of the details of this scene to the vision of Daniel x. 7-9.

Returning to the first narrative, we are told that, about 
the same time as this miracle was occurring to Paul, a 
supernatural communication was being made to Ananias in 
Damascus: ix. 10. “ And to him said the Lord in a vision: 
Ananias. And he said, Behold I am here, Lord. 11. And the 
Lord said unto him : Rise and go to the street which is called 
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of 
Tarsus; for, behold he prayeth; 12. and he saw a man named 
Ananias, who came in and put his hand on him that he might 
receive sight. 13. But Ananias answered, Lord, I heard from 
many concerning this man, how much evil he did to thy saints in 
Jerusalem : 14. And here he hath authority from the chief priests 
to bind all that call on thy name. 15. But the Lord said, Go, 
etc. (quoted above). 17. And Ananias went away, and entered 
into the house; and having put his hands on him said : Brother 
Saul, the Lord hath sent me, even Jesus that appeared unto thee 
in the way by which thou earnest, that thou mightest receive 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 18. And immediately 
there fell from his eyes as it were scales; and he received sight, 
rose up, and was baptised, and having taken food was strength
ened.” VVe have already had occasion to point out, in connection 
with the parallelism kept up in Acts between the Apostle of the 
Gentiles and the Apostle of the Circumcision, that a similar 
double vision is narrated by the author as occurring to Peter 
and Cornelius. Some further vision is referred to in v. 12; for 
in no form of the narrative of Paul’s vision on the way to Damascus 
is he represented as seeing a man named Ananias coming to him 
for the purpose described. Many questions are suggested by the 
story just quoted. How did Ananias know that Paul had 
authority from the chief priests to arrest any one ? How could 
he argue in such a way with the Lord ? Did he not then know 
that Jesus had appeared to Paul on the way ? How did he get

' xxvi. 16.
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that information ? Is it not an extraordinary thing that Paul 
never mentions Ananias in any of his letters, nor in any way alludes 
to these miracles? We have already referred to the symbolic 
nature of the blindness and recovery of sight on receiving the 
Holy Spirit and being baptised, and this is rendered still more 
apparent by the statement: v. 9. “And he was three days without 
sight, and neither did eat nor drink.”

We may further point out that in immediate connection with 
this episode Paul is represented, in the second account, as stating 
that, on going to Jerusalem, he has another vision of Jesus :
xxii. 17. “ And it came to pass that, when I returned to Jerusalem 
and was praying in the Temple, I was in a trance, 18. and saw him 
saying unto m e: Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jeru
salem; for they will not receive thy witness concerning me. 19. 
And I said : Lord, they themselves know that I was wont to 
imprison and beat in every synagogue them that believe on thee. 
20. And when the blood of Stephen, thy witness, was shed, I also 
was standing by and consenting, and keeping the garments of them 
that slew him. 21. And he said unto me: Go, for I will send 
thee far hence unto the Gentiles.” It seems impossible, con
sidering the utter silence of Paul, that the apparition to which 
he refers can have spoken to him as described upon these occa
sions. We have elsewhere remarked that there is not the slightest 
evidence in his own or other writings connecting Stephen with 
Paul, and it may be appropriate to add here that, supposing him 
to have been present when the martyr exclaimed, “ Lo, I behold 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right 
hand of God,”' it is singular that he does not name him as one of 
those by whom Jesus “ was seen.”

To resume this discussion, however : we have already shown 
that the statements of the Acts regarding Paul’s conduct after this 
alleged vision are distinctly in contradiction with the statements of 
Paul. The explanation here given of the cause of Paul’s leaving 
Jerusalem, moreover, is not in agreement with Acts ix. 29 f., and 
much less with Gal. i. 20 f. The three narratives themselves are 
full of irreconcilable differences and incongruities, which destroy 
all reasonable confidence in any substantial basis for the story. It 
is evident that the three narratives are from the same pen, and 
betray the composition of the author of Acts. They cannot be 
regarded as true history. The hand of the composer is very 
apparent in the lavish use of the miraculous, so characteristic of 
the whole work. Such a narrative cannot be received in evidence.

The whole of the testimony before us, then, simply amounts to 
this : Paul believed that he had seen Jesus some years after his

* vii. j6.
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death; there is no evidence that he ever saw him during his life. 
He states that he had “ received ” that he was seen by various 
other persons, but he does not give the slightest information as to 
who told him, or what reasons he had for believing the statements 
to be correct; and still less does he narrate the particulars of the 
alleged appearances, or even of his own vision. Although we have 
no detailed statements of these extraordinary phenomena, we may 
assume that, as Paul himself believed that he had seen Jesus, 
certain other people of the circle of his disciples likewise believed 
that they had seen the risen Master. The whole of the evidence 
for the Resurrection reduces itself to an undefined belief on the 
part of a few persons, in a notoriously superstitious age, that after 
Jesus had died and been buried they had seen him alive. These 
visions, it is admitted, occurred at a time of the most intense 
religious excitement, and under circumstances of wholly excep
tional mental agitation and distress. The wildest alternations of 
fear, doubt, hope, and indefinite expectation added their effects to 
oriental imaginations already excited by indignation at the fate of 
their Master, and sorrow or despair at such a dissipation of their 
Messianic dreams. There was present every element of intellectual 
and moral disturbance. Now, must we seriously ask again whether 
this bare and wholly unjustified belief can be accepted as satisfac
tory evidence for so astounding a miracle as the Resurrection? 
Can the belief of such men, in such an age, establish the reality of 
a phenomenon which contradicts universal experience ? It comes 
to us in the form of bare belief from the Age of Miracles, unsupported 
by facts, uncorroborated by evidence, unaccompanied by proof of 
investigation, and unprovided with material for examination. 
What is such belief worth ? We have no hesitation in saying that 
it is absolutely worth nothing.

We might here well bring our inquiry to a close, for we have no 
further evidence to deal with. The problem, however, is so full of 
interest that we cannot yet lay it down, and although we must 
restrain our argument within certain rigid limits, and wholly refrain 
from entering into regions of mere speculation, we may further 
discuss the origin and nature of the belief in the Resurrection. 
Recognising the fact that, although its nature and extent are very 
indefinite, there existed an undoubted belief that after his death 
Jesus was seen alive, the argument is advanced that there must 
have been a real basis for this belief. “ The existence of a 
Christian society,” says an apologetic writer, “ is the first and (if 
rightly viewed) the final proof of the historic truth of the miracle 
on which it was founded. It may, indeed, be said that the Church
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was founded upon the belief in the Resurrection, and not upon the 
Resurrection itself; and that the testimony must therefore be 
limited to the attestation of the belief, and cannot reach to the 
attestation of the fact. But belief expressed in action is for the 
most part the strongest evidence which we can have of any historic 
event. Unless, therefore, it can be shown that the origin of the 
apostolic belief in the Resurrection, with due regard to the fulness 
of its characteristic form and the breadth and rapidity of its 
propagation, can be satisfactorily explained on other grounds, the 
belief itself is a sufficient proof of the fact.”1 This is obviously 
Paley’s argument of the Twelve men2 in a condensed form. 
Belief in action may be the strongest evidence which we can have 
of any historic event; but when the historic event happens to be 
an event in religious history, and an astounding miracle like the 
Resurrection, such bare evidence, emanating from such an age, is 
no evidence at all. The breadth and rapidity of its propagation 
absolutely prove nothing but belief in the report of those who 
believed; although it is very far from evident that people em
braced Christianity from a rational belief in the Resurrection. No 
one pretends that the Gentiles who believed made a preliminary 
examination of the truth of the Resurrection. If breadth and 
rapidity of propagation be taken as sufficient proof of the truth of 
facts, we might consider Buddhism and Mohammedanism as satis
factorily attested creeds. There could not be a greater fallacy than 
the supposition that the origin of a belief must be explained upon 
other grounds, or that belief itself accepted as a sufficient proof of 
the fact asserted. The truth or falsehood of any allegation is 
determined by a balance of evidence, and the critic is no more 
bound to account for the formation of erroneous belief than he is 
bound to believe because he may not, after a great lapse of time, 
be able so clearly to demonstrate the particular manner in which 
that erroneous belief originated, that any other mode is definitely 
excluded. The allegation that a dead man rose from the dead and 
appeared to several persons alive is contrary to universal experience; 
but, on the other hand, the prevalence of defective observation, 
mistaken inference, self-deception, and credulity, any of which 
might lead to such belief, are only too much in accordance with it. 
Is it necessary to define which peculiar form of error is present in 
every false belief before, with this immense preponderance of 
evidence against it, we finally reject it ? We think not Any 
explanation consistent with universal experience must be adopted, 
rather than a belief which is contradictory to it.

There are two theories which have been advanced to explain

' Westcott, The Gospel o f the Resurrection, 3rd ed., p. 106 f. 
* Evidences and Horce Paulina, ed. Potts, 1850, p. 6.
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the origin of the Apostolic belief in the Resurrection, to which we 
may now briefly refer ; but it must be clearly understood that the 
suggestion of an explanation is quite apart from our examination 
of the actual evidence for the Resurrection. Fifty explanations 
might be offered, and be considered unsatisfactory, without in the 
least degree altering the fact that the testimony for the final 
miracle of Christianity is totally insufficient, and that the allegation 
that it actually occurred cannot be maintained. The first explana
tion, adopted by some able critics, is that Jesus did not really die 
on the cross, but, being taken down alive, and his body being 
delivered to friends, he subsequently revived. In support of this 
theory, it is argued that Jesus is represented by the Gospels as 
expiring after having been but three to six hours upon the cross, 
which would have been an unprecedentedly rapid death. It is 
affirmed that only the hands and not the feet were nailed to the 
cross. The crurifragium, not usually accompanying crucifixion, 
is dismissed as unknown to the three Synoptists, and only inserted 
by the fourth Evangelist for dogmatic reasons ; and of course the 
lance-thrust disappears with the leg-breaking. Thus the apparent 
death was that profound faintness which might wed fall upon such 
an organisation after some hours of physical and mental agony on 
the cross, following the continued strain and fatigue of the previous 
night. As soon as he had sufficiently recovered, it is supposed 
that Jesus visited his disciples a few times to re-assure them, but 
with precaution on account of the Jews, and was by them believed 
to have risen from the dead, as indeed he himself may likewise 
have supposed, reviving as he had done from the faintness of death.1 
Seeing, however, that his death had set the crown upon his work, 
the Master withdrew into impenetrable obscurity, and was heard of 
no more.

We have given but the baldest outline of this theory; for it 
would occupy too much space to represent it adequately and show

1 Gfrorer, who maintains the theory of a Scheintod with great ability, thinks 
that Jesus had believers amongst the rulers of the Jews, who, although they 
could not shield him from the opposition against him, still hoped to save him 
from death. Joseph, a rich man, found the means of doing so. He prepared 
the new sepulchre close to the place of execution, to be at hand—begged the 
body from Pilate—the immense quantity of spices bought by Nicodemus being 
merely to distract the attention of the Jews—-and Jesus, being quickly carried to the 
sepulchre, was restored to life by their efforts. He interprets the famous verse, 
John xx. 17, curiously. The expression, “ I have not yet ascended to my Father 
and your Father,” etc., he takes as meaning simply the act of dying— 
“ going to heaven” ; and the reply of Jesus is equivalent to; “ Touch
me not, for I am still flesh and blood—I am not yet dead.” Jesus
sees his disciples only a few times mysteriously, and, believing that he
had set the final seal to the truth of his work by his death, he then
retires into impenetrable gloom (Das Hei/iffthum and die Wahrheit, p. 107 f., 
p. 231 f.).
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the ingenuity with which it is worked out, and the very consider
able support which it receives from statements in the Gospels, and 
from inferences deducible from them. We do not ourselves adopt 
this explanation, although it must be clearly repeated that, were the 
only alternative to do so or to fall back upon the hypothesis of a 
miracle, we should consider it preferable. A serious objection 
brought against the theory seems to be that it is not natural to 
suppose that, after such intense and protracted fatigue and anxiety, 
followed by the most cruel agony on the cross, agony both of soul 
and body,1 ending in unconsciousness only short of death, Jesus 
could within a short period have presented himself to his disciples 
with such an aspect as could have conveyed to them the impression 
of victory over death by the Prince of Life. He must still, it is 
urged, have presented the fresh traces of suffering and weakness 
little calculated to inspire them with the idea of divine power and 
glory. This is partly, but not altogether, true. There is no 
evidence, as we shall presently show, that the appearances of 
Jesus occurred so soon as is generally represented; and, in their 
astonishment at again seeing the Master whom they supposed to 
be dead, the disciples could not have been in a state minutely 
to remark the signs of suffering,2 then probably, with the power 
of a mind like that of Jesus over physical weakness, little apparent. 
Time and imagination would doubtless soon have effaced from 
their minds any such impressions, and left only the belief that he 
had risen from the dead to develop and form the Christian 
doctrine. A more powerful objection seems to us the disappear
ance of Jesus. We cannot easily persuade ourselves that such a 
teacher could have renounced his work and left no subsequent 
trace of his existence. Still, it must be admitted that many 
explanations might be offered on this head, the most obvious 
being that death, whether as the result of the terrible crisis 
through which he had passed or from some other cause, may 
soon after have ensued. We repeat, however, that we neither 
advance this explanation nor think it worth while to discuss it 
seriously, not berause we think it untenable, although we do not 
adopt it, but because we consider that there is another explanation 
of the origin of belief in the Resurrection which is better, and 
which is, in our opinion, the true one. We mean that which is 
usually called the “ vision hypothesis.”

1 Moisten remarks that the cry put into the mouth of Jesus on the Cross, in 
the first and second Synoptics, “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?” if genuine, can scarcely be otherwise historically conceived than as a 
surrender of his last hope that God’s will would not continue his sufferings even 
unto death (Zum Ev. (Us Paulus u. Petr., p. 227).

2 The repeated statement in the Gospels, that the women and his disciples 
did not at first recognise the risen Jesus, is quoted in connection with this point
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The phenomenon which has to be accounted for is the Apostolic 
belief that, after he had been dead and buried, Jesus “ was seen” 
(<Z><f>0T)) by certain persons. The explanation which we offer, and 
which has long been adopted in various forms by able critics, is 
that doubtless Jesus wjis seen, but the vision was not real and 
objective, but illusory and subjective: that is to say, Jesus was 
not himself seen, but only a representation of Jesus within the 
minds of the beholders. This explanation not only does not 
impeach the veracity of those who affirmed that they had seen 
Jesus, but, accepting to a certain extent a subjective truth as the 
basis of the belief, explains upon well-known and natural principles 
the erroneous inference deduced from the subjective vision. It 
seems to us that the points to be determined are simple and 
obvious: Is it possible for a man to mistake subjective impres
sions for objective occurrences ? Is it possible that any consider
able number of persons can at the same time receive similar 
subjective impressions and mistake them for objective facts ? If 
these questions can be answered affirmatively, and it can be 
shown that the circumstances, the characters, the constitution of 
those who believed in the first instance, favoured the reception of 
such subjective impressions and the deduction of erroneous 
inferences, it must be admitted that a satisfactory explanation can 
thus be given of the Apostolic belief on other grounds than the 
reality of a miracle opposed to universal experience.

No sooner is the first question formulated than it becomes 
obvious to everyone who is acquainted with psychological and 
physiological researches, or who has even the most elementary 
knowledge of the influence of the mind upon the body, that it 
must at once be answered in the affirmative. Indeed, the affirma
tion that subjective impressions, in connection with every sense, 
can be mistaken for, and believed to be, actual objective effects is 
so trite that it seems almost superfluous to make it. Every reader 
must be well acquainted with illustrations of the fact. The only 
difficulty is to deal authoritatively with such a point within 
moderate compass. We must limit ourselves to the sense of 
sight. “ There are abundant proofs,” says Sir Benjamin Brodie, 
“ that impressions may be made in the brain by other causes 
simulating those which are made on it by external objects through 
the medium of the organs of sense, thus producing false percep
tions, which may, in the first instance, and before we have had 
time to reflect on the subject, be mistaken for realities.”1 The 
limitation here introduced, “ before we have had time to reflect on 
the subject,” is, of course, valid in the case of those whose reason 
is capable of rejecting the false perceptions, whether on the ground

' Psychological Inquiries, 1854, p. 78 ; cf. 79 f.
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of natural law or of probability; but, in anyone ignorant of 
natural law, but familiar with the idea of supernatural agency and the 
occurrence of miraculous events, it is obvious that reflection, if 
reflection of a sceptical kind can even be assumed, would have little 
chance of arriving at any true discrimination of phenomena. 
Speaking of the nervous system and its functions, and more 
immediately of the relation of the Cerebrum to the Sensorium 
and the production of spectral illusions, Dr. Carpenter says, in his 
work on the Principles of Mental Physiology: “ Still stronger 
evidence of the same associated action of the Cerebrum and 
Sensorium is furnished by the study of the phenomena designated 
as Spectral Illusions. These are clearly sensorial states not 
excited by external objects; and it is also clear that they frequently 
originate in cerebral changes, since they represent creations of the 
mind, and are not mere reproductions of past sensations.” Dr. 
Carpenter refers, in illustration, to a curious illusion to which Sir 
John Herschel was subject, “ in the shape of the involuntary 
occurrence of visual impressions, into which geometrical regularity 
of form enters as the leading character. These were not of the 
nature of those ocular Spectra which may be attributed with 
probability to retinal changes.”1 Dr. Carpenter then continues: 
“ We have here not a reproduction of sensorial impressions formerly 
received, but a construction of new forms by a process which, if 
it had been carried on consciously, we should have called imagina
tion. And it is difficult to see how it is to be accounted for in 
any other way than by an unconscious action of the cerebrum ; 
the products of which impress themselves on the sensorial con
sciousness, just as, in other cases, they express themselves through 
the motor apparatus.”2 The illusions described by Sir John 
Herschel, who, as he himself says, was “ as little visionary as most 
people,” should be referred to.

Of the production of sensations by ideas there can be no possible 
doubt,J and, consequently, as little of the realisation by the person 
in whom they are produced of subjective impressions exactly as 
though they were objective. With regard to false perceptions, Dr. 
Carpenter says : “ It has been shown that the action of ideational 
states upon the Sensorium can modify or even produce sensations. 
But the action of pre-existing states of Mind is still more frequently 
shown in modifying the interpretation which we put upon our sense- 
impressions. For, since almost every such interpretation is an act 
of judgment based upon experience, that judgment will vary

1 Sir John Herschel gives a full account of them in his Popular Lecturer on 
Scientific Subjects (Dalay, Isbester, & Co., 1876, p. 402 f.).

2 Principles o f Mental Physiology, 4th ed., 1876, p. 113 f.
3 lb ., p. 155 f.
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according to our mental condition at the time it is delivered; 
and will be greatly affected by any dominant idea or feeling, so as 
even to occasion a complete mis-interpretation of the objective 
source of the sense-impression, as often occurs in what is termed 
‘absence of mind.’ The following case, mentioned by Dr. Tuke‘ 
as occurring within his own knowledge, affords a good example of 
this fallacy: ‘ A lady was walking one day from Penrhyn to 
Falmouth, and, her mind being at that time, or recently, occupied 
by the subject of drinking-fountains, thought she saw in the road 
a newly-erected fountain, and even distinguished an inscription 
upon it—namely, “ I f  any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink." Some time afterwards she mentioned the fact with 
pleasure to the daughters of a gentleman who was supposed to 
have erected it. They expressed their surprise at her statement, 
and assured her that she must be quite mistaken. Perplexed with 
the contradiction between the testimony of her senses and of those 
who would have been aware of the fact had it been true, and 
feeling that she could not have been deceived (“ for seeing is 
believing ”), she repaired to the spot, and found to her astonish
ment that no drinking-fountain was in existence—only a few 
scattered stones, which had formed the foundation upon which the 
suggestion of an expectant imagination had built the superstructure. 
The subject having previously occupied her attention, these sufficed 
to form, not only a definite erection, but one inscribed by an 
appropriate motto corresponding to the leading idea.’ ”a

We may give as another illustration an illusion which presented 
itself to Sir Walter Scott.3 He had been reading, shortly after the 
death of Lord Byron, an account in a publication professing to 
detail the habits and opinions of the poet. As Scott had been 
intimate with Lord Byron, he was deeply interested in the publica
tion, which contained some particulars relative to himself and 
other friends. “ Their sitting-room opened into an entrance hall, 
rather fantastically fitted up with articles of armour, skins of wild 
animals, and the like. It was when laying down his book, and 
passing into this hall, through which the moon was beginning to 
shine, that the individual of whom I speak saw, right before him, 
and in a standing posture, the exact representation of his departed 
friend whose recollection had been so strongly brought to his 
imagination. He stopped for a single moment, so as to notice the 
wonderful accuracy with which fancy had impressed upon the 
bodily eye the peculiarities of dress and posture of the illustrious 
poet. Sensible, however, of the delusion, he felt no sentiment 
save that of wonder at the extraordinary accuracy of the

1 Influence o f the M ind on the Body, p. 44. 3 Carpenter, ib.y 206 f.
3 It is likewise quoted by Dr. Carpenter, p. 207 f.
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resemblance, and stepped onward towards the figure, which resolved 
itself, as he approached, into the various materials of which it was 
composed. These were merely a screen, occupied by great-coats, 
shawls, plaids, and such other articles as usually are found in a 
country entrance-hall. The spectator returned to the spot from 
which he had seen the illusion, and endeavoured, with all his 
power, to recall the image which had been so singularly vivid. 
But this was beyond his capacity,” etc.1 Although Sir Walter 
Scott might be sensible of the delusion, it may be more than 
doubted whether, in the first century of our era, such an apparition 
proceeding from or connected with religious agitation of mind 
would have been considered so.

Dr. Abercrombie1 mentions many instances of spectral illusions, 
“ some of the most authentic facts ” relating to which he classes 
under the head of “ intense mental conceptions so strongly im
pressed upon the mind as, for the moment, to be believed to have 
a real existence.” We cannot, however, venture to quote illustra
tions.:* Dr. Hibbert, in whose work on Apparitions many inte
resting instances are to be found, thus concludes his consideration 
of the conditions which lead to such illusions : “ I have at length 
concluded my observations on what may be considered as the 
leading mental laws which are connected with the origin of spectral 
impressions. The general inference to be drawn from them is, 
that Apparitions art nothing more than morbid symptoms, which 
are indicative of an intense excitement of the renovated feelings of the 
m i n d Subjective visions, believed to have had objective reality, 
abound in the history of the world. They are familiar to all who 
have read the lives of the Saints, and they have accompanied the 
progress of Christianity in various forms from the trances of 
Montanism to the vision of the “ Immaculate Conception ” in the 
Grotto of Lourdes.

If we turn to the inquiry whether a similar subjective impression 
can be received by many persons at one time and be mistaken by 
them for an objective reality, an equally certain reply in the 
affirmative must unhesitatingly be given. The contagiousness of 
emotion is well known,5 and the rapidity with which panic, for 
instance, spreads from a single individual to the mass is remarked 
every day. The most trifling incident, unseen by more than a

* Demonology and Witchcraft, 1868, Letter i., p. 37 f.
1 Inquiries Concerning the Intellectual Powers, 19th ed., p. 274 f.
3 Everyone remembers the case of Luther and his visions of the Devil.
4 Sketches o f the Philosophy of Apparitions, by Samuel Hibbert, M. D., 

F .R .S.E ., 2nd ed., 1825, p. 375.
5 We might point in illustration to the use of “ Tongues” in the Corinthian 

Church, where the contagiousness of the ecstatic state is exemplified (1 Cor. 
xiv. 23, 26 f.).
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few, and, therefore, more pliant in the imagination of the many, 
has instantaneously convinced multitudes of the most erroneous 
inferences. We need not refer to the numerous religious and 
other mental epidemics which have swept over the face of the 
world, infecting society v ith the wildest delusions. From 
Montanism to camp meetings and revivals in our own day, 
it has been demonstrated that religious excitement and dominant 
ideas have spread with astonishing rapidity and power amongst 
the circles in which they have arisen. In certain stales of nervous 
expectation, false impressions are instantaneously transmitted from 
one to another in a religious assembly. Dr. Carpenter says: 
“ Moreover, if not only a single individual, but several persons, 
should be ‘ possessed ’ by one and the same idea or feeling, the 
same misinterpretation may be made by all of them ; and in such 
a case the concurrence of their testimony does not add the least 
strength to it. Of this we have a good example in the following 
occurrence cited by Dr. Tuke, as showing the influence of a 
‘ dominant idea ’ in falsifying the perceptions of a number of 
persons at once :—‘ During the conflagration at the Crystal Palace 
in the winter of 1866-67, "'hen the animals were destroyed by the 
fire, it was supposed that the Chimpanzee had succeeded in 
escaping from his cage. Attracted to the roof, with this expec
tation in full force, men saw the unhappy animal holding on to it, 
and writhing in agony to get astride one of the iron ribs. It need 
not be said that its struggles were watched by those below with 
breathless suspense, and, as the newspapers informed us, ‘ with 
sickening dread.’ But there was no animal whatever there; and 
all this feeling was thrown away upon a tattered piece of blind, so 
torn as to resemble to the eye of fancy the body, arms, and legs 
of an a p e!’ {Op. at., p. 44). Another example of a like influ
ence affecting several individuals simultaneously in a similar 
manner is mentioned by Dr. Hibbert in his well-known treatise on 
Apparitions: 1A whole ship’s company was thrown into the
utmost consternation by the apparition of a cook who had died a 
few days before. He was distinctly seen walking ahead of the 
ship, with a peculiar gait by which he was distinguished when 
alive, through having one of his legs shorter than the other. On 
steering the ship towards the object it was found to be a piece of 
floating wreck.’ Many similar cases might be referred to, in which 
the imagination has worked up into ‘apparitions’ some common
place objects, which it has invested with attributes derived from 
the previous mental state of the observer; and the belief in such 
an apparition as a reality, which usually exists in such cases, unless 
.antagonised by an effort of the reason, constitutes a delusion.”'

1 Principles o f Menial Physiology, 1876, p. 208 f.
31-
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We must maintain, indeed, that a number of persons assembled 
under the influence of strong similar ideas, and excited by the same 
active religious emotion, are more likely to be affected by similar 
subjective impressions to the extent of believing them to be objec
tive than one or two would be. The excitement of each acts upon 
the whole body, and is itself increased by reaction from the 
aggregate emotion. Each receives impressions from the other, 
which are vividly felt even without being verified by personal 
experience. The most nervous temperament in the assembly 
gives the final impetus to the excited imagination of the rest. In 
moments of supreme expectation and doubt enthusiasm overcomes 
reason. If one man see, if one man hear, the mental impression 
is credited with an objective cause, even when unfelt by others, 
and then a similar impression is soon carried from the brain to the 
sensorium of all. This does not involve the supposition of a 
diseased mind in ordinary cases, and in the instances which we 
have in view the false perceptions were, obviously, determined and 
encouraged by foregone conclusions of a nature rarely possible, 
and, when existing, rarely resisted. “ There are many persons,” 
adds I)r. Carpenter, “ quite sane upon ordinary matters, and even 
(it may be) distinguished by some special form of ability, who are 
yet affected with what the writer once heard Mr. Carlyle term a 
' diluted insanity allowing their minds to become so completely 
‘ possessed’ by ‘dominant ideas’ that their testimony as to what 
they declare themselves to have witnessed—even when several 
individuals concur in giving exactly the same account of it—must 
be regarded as utterly untrustworthy.”'

That subjective impressions can, in the opinion of eminent 
Apologists, be recorded by an Evangelist as objective reality, we 
have already pointed out in connection with the statement of the 
first Synoptist, that “ Many bodies of the saints were raised; and 
they came out of the sepulchres after his Resurrection and appeared 
unto many” (xxvii. 52 f.). Milman and Dr. Farrar explain this 
by the supposition that the earthquake “ seemed to have filled 
the air with ghostly visitants, who after Christ had risen appeared 
to linger in the Holy City.”2 It follows as a logical consequence 
that, as this subjective impression felt by many at once is described 
in the Gospel as objective, these writers not only admit the 
possibility of such a mistake on the part of the observers, but 
that the Gospel, in adopting that mistake, may be suspected of 
a similar course in recording the appearances of Jesus.3

' Principles of Mental Physiology, 1876, p. 209.
3 Farrar, Life o f Christ, ii., p. 419 ; Milman, Hist, o f Christianity, L 336!. 

Passages quoted p. 817 f.
3 We refer readers to some most interesting remarks of Dr. Lightfoot on the 

miraculous elements in the Martyrdom of Polycarp (Apost. Fathers, part ii.,
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■We have thus replied to the question whether the “ vision 
hypothesis ” could explain the belief of 500, or even of eleven 
persons, who supposed they had seen Jesus, and we do not 
think that any one who seriously considers the age and the 
circumstances under which the phenomenon is alleged to have 
occurred can doubt that such belief could very easily have 
resulted from merely subjective impressions. Before going further 
into the discussion of the matter, however, we must again, with a 
little more minuteness, call attention to the date of the actual 
statements upon which the whole argument turns. The Apostle 
Paul writes about a quarter of a century after the time when it is 
said that Jesus “ was seen ” by those whom he names. Whatever 
opinion may be formed as to the amount of information obtained 
by Paul during the visit he paid to Jerusalem for the purpose of 
making the acquaintance of Peter, it is undeniable that some 
years had elapsed between the time when Jesus is supposed to 
have been seen and the time when Paul could have received 
information regarding these appearances from any of the Apostles. 
If we date the death of Jesus in the year 33, almost the latest 
date assigned to it by any eminent critic, and the conversion of 
Paul about a .d .  38-40 / it will be remembered that the Apostle 
himself states that he did not go to Jerusalem till three years after, 
which brings us to a.d . 41-43 as the earliest time when Paul first 
came in personal contact with Peter and James. He did not go 
up to Jerusalem again for fourteen years after that, and we have 
no reason to believe that he met any of the Apostles in the 
interval, but the contrary, from his own account of that second 
visit, Gal. ii. 2. He could not, therefore, have heard anything of 
the appearances of Jesus even from Peter and James till some 
eight to ten years after they had taken place. From the other 
Apostles, in all probability, he cannot have heard anything till 
nearly twenty years had elapsed since they supposed they had seen 
Jesus.

Where did he get his information regarding the 500 brethren 
at once? From whom did he get it? If the supposed appearance 
took place, as so many suggest, in Galilee, the date of his 
information is still more uncertain. If, on the other hand, it 
occurred in Jerusalem, whilst so many of the number were visitors

1885, p. 598) which are particularly appropriate whilst considering this argument. 
They are quoted in A Reply to his Essays, 1889, p. 154 f.

1 The Chronicon Paschalc dates it 42 j and the following critics date it as 
noted : Michaelis, about 37 ? Kuinoel, 40; Heinrichs, 37 ? Eichhorn, 37 or 
38; Hug, 35; Schmidt, 41 ; Bertholdt, 40; Feilmoser, 35; Winer, 38? 
de Wette, 37 or 38; Schott, 37; Schrader, 39; Anger, 38? Wieseler, 40; 
Ewald, 38; Meyer, 35 (Wieseler, Chronologic des apost. Zeitalters, 1848, 
Chronologische Tabelle; Meyer, Apg., p. 24).
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only, it is obvious that the greater part must subsequently have 
left the Holy City and become scattered to their respective homes. 
The difficulty of obtaining information from more than a few of 
the 500 becomes obvious. In any case, from no authority which 
we are entitled to assume could Paul have been minutely informed 
of these appearances less than eight to ten years after they occurred, 
and, then, of the vision of the Eleven, only from one of the number 
to whom the first vision appeared. Now, no one who considers the 
operation of memory, even in persons of more than usual sobriety 
of imagination, dealing with circumstances not likely to be 
exaggerated or distorted by feeling in the course of time, can doubt 
that, in ten years, all the details of such occasions, amidst which 
much excitement certainly prevailed, must have assumed a very 
different aspect from that which they originally bore. We may be 
permitted to quote a few words on this subject: “ Though we are 
accustomed to speak of memory as if it consisted in an exact 
reproduction of past states of Consciousness, yet experience is con
tinually showing us that this reproduction is very often inexact, through 
the modification which the 4 trace ’ has undergone in the interval. 
Sometimes the trace has been partially obliterated; and what 
remains may serve to give a very erroneous (because imperfect)
view of the occurrence.........And where it is one in which our own
Feelings are interested, we are extremely apt to lose sight of what 
goes against them, so that the representation given by Memory is 
altogether one-sided. This is continually demonstrated by the 
entire dissimilarity of the accounts of the same occurrence or con
versation, which shall be given by two or more parties concerned 
in it, even when the matter is fresh in their minds, and they are 
honestly desirous of telling the truth. And this diversity will 
usually become still more pronounced with the lapse of time, the trace 
becoming gradually but unconsciously modified by the habitual 
course of thought and feeling ; so that when it is so acted on after 
a lengthened interval as to bring up a reminiscence of the original 
occurrence, that reminiscence really represents, not the actual 
occurrence, but the modified trace of it.”1 This is specially likely 
to occur where, as in our case, there were Old Testament 
prophecies supposed to describe minutely the sufferings, death, and 
resurrection of the Messiah, to furnish lines which the transforma
tion of memory must insensibly follow. Unconsciously, we may 
be certain, the misty outlines of the original transaction would 
acquire consistency and take form according to the tenour' of so 
infallible an index. It would require a memory of iron and of 
more than stubborn doggedness to resist the unobtrusive influence 
of supposed prophecies. Be it clearly understood that we speak

1 Carpenter, Principles of Mental Physiology, 1876, p. 456.
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of an unconscious process, which is perfectly consistent with 
complete belief that the transformed trace exactly represents what 
originally took place.

Adhering more closely to the point before us. can we suppose 
that the account which Paul received of these appearances, after 
that lapse of time, was a perfectly sober and unwarped description 
of what actually took place ? We think not. Is it possible that 
the vision of the 500, for instance, had escaped the maturing 
influence of time ? or that of the Eleven ? We believe that it is 
not possible. However, Paul does not give a single detail, and 
consequently this argument mainly affects the abstract value of all 
such evidence, whether at first or second hand, but it likewise 
makes more vague the original transaction, so indefinitely sketched 
for us, which we have to explain. What was it the 500 really saw? 
“ Jesus,” says the report matured by time ; and modern divines, 
taking the statement in its most objective sense, demand an 
explanation of the unknown phenomenon which led 500 to believe 
that they actually saw the risen Master. Did the 500 originally 
think anything of the kind ? What impression did the individuals 
receive ? Did any two receive precisely the same impressions ? 
There is not the slightest evidence that they did. Although Paul 
gives the most meagre report of these appearances that could well 
be conceived, it must be remembered that the impression made 
upon his own mind was not by the events themselves, but by the 
narrative of the events recounted at least eight or ten years after
wards. There can be no doubt that, earlier, Paul the persecutor 
must also frequently have heard of the Resurrection, and of 
alleged occasions when Jesus had been seen after his death and 
burial, from persecuted members of the Christian community; but 
beyond the undefined certainty of this we are not entitled to go. 
That what he heard must have received warmth of colouring from 
the fire of persecution is most probable. Of this, however, we 
shall speak presently.

It is not necessary further to enlarge upon the superstition of 
the age of which we write. We have elsewhere quoted the opinion 
of an orthodox divine and Hebrew scholar on the character of the 
Jewish people about that period. “ Not to be more tedious, 
therefore, in this matter,” he says, “ let two things only be 
observed: i. That the nation under the second Temple was 
given to magical arts beyond measure ; and ii. That it was given 
to an easiness of believing all manner of delusions beyond 
measure.”' And again : “ It is a disputable case whether the 
Jewish nation were more mad with superstition in matters of

' Lightfoot, Hora Hcbrainc el Talmudica ; Works, ed. Pitman, 1823, xi. , 
p. 81.
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religion, or with superstition in curious arts.”1 Even supposing 
the Twelve to have been men of superior intelligence to most o f  
their fellow countrymen of the period, it cannot reasonably be 
questioned that they were “ men of like passions ” and failings 
with the rest, and that, as were the most eminent men of all 
countries for centuries after, they were ignorant of the true order 
of nature, full of superstitious ideas regarding cosmical phenomena, 
and ready at all times to believe in miracles and supernatural 
interference with the affairs of life. As Jews, moreover, they had 
inherited belief in angelic agency and divine apparitions. The 
Old Testament is full of narratives in which God appears to 
the Patriarchs and Lawgivers of Israel. Celestial visions had 
been familiar to every Jew from his infancy, and the constant 
personal communications of God with his peculiar people were 
still the most sacred traditions of the nation.

Nursed in the prevalent superstition of the time, educated by 
the Law and the Prophets to familiarity with the supernatural, 
and prepared by the fervid imagination of their race to recognise 
wonders in heaven and earth, the disciples were naturally prepared 
for the great Christian Miracle. The sp>ecial circumstances in 
which they were placed at the death of Jesus conduced in 
the highest degree to excite that expectant attention which, in 
their state of profound agitation, rendered them readily susceptible 
of extraordinary impressions. The disciples had for a long 
period followed Jesus and felt the influence of his elevated 
character. It may be doubted how far they had entered into the 
spirit of his teaching, or understood the spiritual wisdom which 
lay beneath the noble simplicity of his language ; but it cannot be 
doubted that his personal greatness must have produced a 
profound effect upon their minds. When they came at last to 
understand, if in a material and imperfect way, his views as to 
his Messianic character, they can have had little difficulty in 
believing, in spite of the mysterious lowliness and humility.of his 
aspect, although probably in a sense widely different from his 
own, that the hope of Israel had at last come, and that the hour 
of her redemption was at hand. It is probable that, as the enmity 
of the priests and rulers increased, and the danger of his position 
became more apparent, whilst he disdained unworthily to shrink 
from his public work, he must have felt all the peril before him, 
and observed the anxiety of his followers. It may be conceived 
that, under such circumstances, his teaching may have assumed 
even a higher spirituality than before, and, rising above the clouds 
of the present, soared out into that calmer future when the religion 
he founded would be accepted by men, and become a light to

1 16. ,  x i . , p . 2 9 9  f-
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the Gentiles and the glory of his people Israel. It is probable that 
he may have spoken of his death in spiritual terms as a sacrifice 
for them and for the world, which would secure the triumph of his 
work and regenerate mankind. Comforting those who had left all 
and followed him, but from whom he might so soon be parted, 
and knowing their doubts and fears, he must have re-assured their 
minds by inspiriting views of the inseparable nature of his union 
with those who loved him and did his commandments ; his spirit 
dwelling within them and leading them safely through the world, in 
the peace and security of souls raised by the truth beyond the 
reach of its corruption and its wrong.

That they must have felt the strongest conviction of his 
Messianic character cannot be doubted, however confused 
may have been their ideas of the exact nature of his office, 
and of the manner in which his coming was to secure the 
triumph of Israel. The shock to their expectations and the 
utter dissipation of their hopes which must have been felt 
in the first moment of his arrest, hurried trial, and cruel condem
nation can well be imagined. It is probable that, in that first 
moment of terror and bewilderment, the disciples indeed all 
forsook him and fled. No one who had consorted with the 
Great Teacher, however, and felt the influence of his mind, could 
long have resisted the reaction to nobler thoughts of him. In all 
the bitterness of sorrow for the loss of their master and friend, in 
horror at his agonising and shameful death, and in doubt, con
sternation, and almost despair, they must have gathered together 
again and spoken of these strange events. Believing Jesus to 
have been the Messiah, how could they interpret his death on the 
cross ? If he was the Messiah, could he thus die? If Enoch and 
Elijah, if Moses, precursors of the Messiah, had not seen death, 
how could that prophet like unto Moses whom God had raised 
up end his career by a shameful death on the cross?

Throughout that time of fiery trial and supreme mental agita
tion they must have perpetually sought in their own minds some 
explanation of the terrible events then occurring and seeming to 
blast all their hopes, and doubtless mystic utterances of Jesus 
must have assumed new meanings—meanings probably different 
from his own. In the accounts of the coming Messiah in the 
prophets they must have searched for some light by which to 
solve the inexplicable problem. Is it not conceivable that, in 
that last time of danger and darkness, when he saw the persecu
tion against him become more vehement, and felt that the path 
which he had chosen led him through danger and distress, 
perhaps to death Jesus may, in the bitter contemplation of that 
fanatical opposition of bigotry and superstition, have applied 
to himself the description of the suffering servant of God,
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suffering—as all noble souls have done who are in advance of 
their age, and preach great truths which condemn either directly 
or by implication the vices and follies of their time— “ the 
oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely,” and, worse still, 
the ignoble insults of popular ignorance and fickleness ? Here 
might seem to them the solution of the enigma; and, returning 
from that first flight of terror and bewilderment, feeling all the 
intense reaction of affection and grief, and faith in the Master 
quickened by shame at their abandonment of him in his moment 
of supreme affliction, still believing that he must be the Messiah, 
and in mute longing and expectation of the next events which 
were to confirm or confound their hopes, the disciples must 
have been in the climax of nervous agitation and excitement, and 
ready to receive any impression which might be suggested in 
their embarrassment.'

According to Paul, it was Peter who first saw the risen Jesus. 
According to the first and fourth Gospels, the first appearance 
was to the women, and notably, in the latter, to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom had been cast “ seven devils,” and whose tempera
ment probably rendered her unusually susceptible of all such 
impressions. Did Paul intentionally omit all mention of the 
appearances to the women, or did he not know of them ? 
In the latter case, we have an instructive light thrown on 
the Gospel tradition ; in the former, the first suggestion 
of the Resurrection becomes even more clearly intelligible. It 
will be observed that in all this explanation we are left chiefly to 
conjecture, for the statements in the Gospels cannot, upon any 
point, be used with the slightest confidence. On the other hand, 
all that is demanded is that a probable or possible explanation of 
the origin of the belief in the Resurrection should be given ; and, 
in the total absence of historical data, we are entitled to draw 
inferences as to the course of events at the time. It may well be 
that a mistake as to the sepulchre, rendered not improbable if any 
hint of the truth be conveyed in the conflicting traditions of the 
Gospel, or one of many other suggestions which might be 
advanced, might lead the women or Peter to believe that the 
sepulchre was empty. Or some other even trifling circumstance, 
which we can no longer indicate with precision, might convey to 
the women or to Peter, in their state of nervous excitement, 
the last impulse wanting to cause that rapid revulsion from extreme 
depression, which is so suitable to the state which we may, perhaps.

1 Ewald points out that, according to the belief of the period, the souls of 
the dead hovered for a time between heaven and earth, and he considers that 
the belief undeniably played an important part in this sphere of visions of the 
Christ (Gesch. d. V. h r .,  vi., p. 72 a.).
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be allowed to call creative subjectivity. If we are to accept 
the indications scattered about the New Testament, the impetuous 
ardent temperament of Peter was eminently one to bound into 
sudden ecstatic enthusiasm, and in all probability some common
place or trifling incident may have been the spark which kindled 
into flame the materials already at glowing heat. The strong 
subjective impression that Jesus had risen would create a vision of 
him which, at once confirming previous conclusions, resolving 
perplexing doubts, and satisfying feverish expectations, would be 
accepted by each mind with little or no question as an objective 
reality. If Peter, or even the women, brought to the disciples the 
assurance that they had seen the Lord, we cannot doubt that, in 
the unparalleled position in which they were then placed, under 
all the circumstances of intense feeling and religious excitement 
at the moment, such emotions would be suddenly called into 
action as would give to these men the impression that they had 
seen the Master whom they had lost. These subjective impres
sions would be strengthened daily and unconsciously into ever 
more objective consistency, and, being confirmed by supposed 
prophecy, would be affirmed with a confidence insensibly inspired 
by dogmatic considerations. That the news would fly from 
believer to believer, meeting everywhere excited attention and 
satisfying eager expectancy, is certain ; and that these devout souls, 
swayed by every emotion of glad and exultant enthusiasm, would 
constantly mistake the suggestions of their own thoughts for 
objective realities is probable. Jesus died, was buried, and rose 
again “ according to the Scriptures.” This would harden every 
timid supposition into assurance; and, as time went on, what was 
doubtful would become certain, what was mysterious, clear; and 
those who had seen nothing would take up and strengthen the 
tradition of those who had seen the Ix>rd.

It is argued that there was not time for the preparation of the 
disciples to believe in the Resurrection of Jesus between his 
crucifixion and “ the third day,” when that event is alleged to have 
occurred, and, consequently, no probability of subjective impres
sions of so unexpected a nature being received. To those 
Apologists who adopt this argument we might point to many 
passages in the Gospels which affirm that the Resurrection on the 
third day was predicted. These, however, we assign, of course, to 
a later date. The argument assumes that there was no preparation 
in the teaching of Jesus, but this, as we have endeavoured to suggest, 
is not the case. If there had been no other, the mere assurance 
that he was the Messiah must have led to reflections, which 
demanded some other sequel to his career than the death of a 
slave. The mere suggestion of such a problem as must have 
proposed itself to the minds of the disciples: If all is to end here,
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Jesus was not the Messiah : if he was the Messiah, what will 
now happen ? must have led to expectant attention. But there 
was much more than this. In such moments as those of the 
Passion, thought works feverishly and fast It is not to be 
supposed that Peter and the rest did not foresee the end, when 
Jesus was led away prisoner in the hands of his enemies. It is 
still less to be imagined that their minds were not ceaselessly 
revolving that problem, on the solution of which depended their 
fondest hopes and highest aspirations. It is most probable, 
indeed, that no time could have found the disciples in a state so 
ripe for strong impressions as that immediately succeeding the 
death of their Master.

There are, however, other aspects in which this point may be 
placed. What evidence is there that Jesus was seen, or supposed 
to have been seen, on the third day ? Absolutely none worthy of 
the name. Paul does not say that he was; and as for the Gospels, 
their statement is of no value, and the tradition which they record 
may be set down as a foregone dogmatic conclusion. Paul very 
distinctly shows this. He says : “ For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also received, that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he 
has been raised the third day, according to the Scriptures.”1 
The repetition of the phrase, “ according to the Scriptures,” is very 
marked, and points to the fact that the purpose for which Jesus 
died— “ for our sins ”—and the date of his Resurrection— the 
third day”—are statements directly based upon Scripture. We 
have mentioned that the Scriptures supposed to indicate the third 
day do not really apply to the Messiah at all, but this does not 
affect the question before us. Now, believing this epoch to be 
defined in prophecy, this is precisely one of those points upon 
which memory would, in the lapse of time, be most likely to adjust 
itself to the prophecy. We will assume that Jesus was not “ seen” 
before the third day. It is obvious that, if he was seen forty days 
after, it might be affirmed that he had been actually raised long 
before, on the third day. The vision occurring on the third day 
itself, even, could not prove that he had not “ risen ” before. 
There is, in fact, no reason o fix the third day except the 
statement of “ Scripture,” and, the moment we accept that, we 
must recognise the force of dogmatic influence.2 The fact 
that the third day has from early times been set apart as the 
Christian Sabbath does not prove anything. If the third day was

1 i Cor. xv. 3 f.
2 We do not go into any argument lased on the order given in the first two 

Synoptics to go into Galilee—a three days’ journey at least—where the disciples 
were to see Jesus. Nor need we touch upon other similar points which arise 
out of the narratives of the Gospels.
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believed to be the day indicated by “ Scripture” for the Resurrec
tion, of course that day would be selected as the time at which it 
must have occurred, and on which it should be commemorated. 
So far as the vision hypothesis is concerned, the day is of no 
consequence whatever, and the objection upon this point has no 
force.

There is another consideration which we must mention, which 
is not only important in connection with an estimate of the 
evidence for the Resurrection, but the inferences from which 
clearly support the explanation we are proposing. Before stating 
it we may, in passing, again refer to the fact that it is nowhere 
affirmed that anyone was an eye-witness of the actual Resurrection. 
It is supposed to be proved by the circumstance that Jesus was 
subsequently “ seen.” Observe, however, that the part of this 
miracle which could not well have been ascribed to subjective 
impressions—the actual resurrection—is, naturally enough, not 
seen by anyone, but that which comes precisely within the scope 
of such subjective action is said to have been seen by many. To 
come at once to our point, neither Paul, nor the Gospels, nor 
Christian tradition in any form, pretends that Jesus was seen 
by any one but his disciples and those who believed in him. In 
fact, Jesus only appeared to those who were prepared by faith and 
expectant attention to see him in the manner we assert. We are 
at present merely speaking of the earlier appearances, and reserving 
Paul for separate discussion. Why, we may inquire, did Jesus 
not appear to his enemies as well as to his friends? Nothing of 
course could have been more intelligible than his desire to comfort 
and reassure those who believed in and mourned for him, but to 
do this by no means excluded a wider manifestation of himself, 
supposing him to have actually risen from the dead. On the 
hypothesis that he only rose again and was seen through the 
yearning and enthusiastic faith of his followers, the reason why he 
was not seen by others is not hard to find. Yet it might be 
thought that the object of at once establishing beyond doubt his 
supernatural mission, and convincing his enemies of their crime 
and the Jews of their blindness and folly, was important enough. 
Had he shown himself to the Chief Priests and elders, and con
founded the Pharisees with the vision of him whom they had so 
cruelly nailed to the accursed tree, how might not the future of his 
followers have been smoothed, and the faith of many made strong! 
Or if he had stood again in the Courts of the Roman Procurator, 
no longer a prisoner buffeted and spat upon, but the glorious 
Messiah, beyond the reach of Jewish malignity or Roman 
injustice ! But no, he was seen by none but those devoted to him. 
We shall, of course, be told by Apologists that this also was “ for 
the trial of our faith though, to anyone who earnestly reflects, it
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must seem childish to ask men to believe what is beyond their 
reason, yet conceal the evidence by which reason is supposed to 
be guided. The reply, however, is clear : for the trial of our faith 
or for any other reason, it is nevertheless certain that this evidence 
does not exist. When the argument which we are now discussing 
was first advanced long ago by Celsus, Origen had no better 
refutation than, after admitting the fact that Jesus was not after 
his resurrection seen as before publicly and by all men, to take 
refuge in the belief that the passage of Paul regarding his appear
ances contains wonderful mysteries which, if understood, would 
explain why Jesus did not show himself after that event as he had 
done before it.1

We must now proceed to show that the vision of Paul is satis
factorily explained by the same hypothesis. We have already 
proved that there is no evidence of any value that Paul’s conver
sion was due to his having seen Jesus in a manner which he 
believed to be objective and supernatural. To represent the arch 
persecutor Paul transformed in a moment, by a miraculous vision 
of Jesus, into the Apostle of the Gentiles was highly characteristic 
of the author of Acts, who further represents Paul as immediately 
preaching publicly in Damascus and confounding the Jews. 
Widely different is the statement of Paul. He distinctly affirms 
that he did not communicate with flesh and blood, nor went he up 
to Jerusalem to them which were Apostles before him, but that he 
immediately went away into Arabia. The Fathers delighted in 
representing this journey to Arabia as an instance of Paul’s fervour 
and eagerness to preach the Gospel in lands over which its sound 
had not yet gone forth. There can be no doubt, however, 
that Paul’s journey to Arabia and his sojourn there were for 
the purpose of reflection. It is only in legends that instantaneous 
spiritual revolutions take place. In sober history the process is 
more slow and progressive. We repeat that there is no evidence 
which can at all be accepted that Paul’s conversion was effected 
by a vision, and that it is infinitely more probable that it was, so 
to say, merely completed and crowned by “ seeing Jesus but, at 
the same time, even if the view be held that this vision was the 
decisive circumstance which induced Paul at once to resign his

1 Contra Cc/s., ii. 63. It is curious that, in an earlier chapter, Origen, dis
cussing the question of Celsus, whether any one who had been actually dead 
had ever risen with a real body, says that if Celsus had l>een a Jew who believed 
that Elijah and Elisha had raised little children he could not have advanced 
this objection. Origen adds that he thinks the reason why Jesus appeared to 
no other nation but the Jews was, that they had Irecome accustomed to miracles, 
and could, by comparing the works of Jesus and what was told of him with 
what had been done before, recognise that he was greater than all who had 
preceded.him. ii. 57.
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course of persecution and embrace Christianity, our argument is 
not materially affected. In any case, much silent, deep, and 
almost unconscious preparation for the change must long before 
have proceeded in the mind of Paul, which was finally matured in 
the Arabian waste. Upon no view that is taken can this be 
excluded; upon every ground of common sense, experience, and 
necessary inference, it must be admitted.

Indifference is the only great gulf which separates opinions. 
There was no stolid barrier of apathy between Saul of Tarsus and 
belief in the Messiahship of Jesus. In persecuting Christianity, 
Paul proved two things: the earnestness and energy of his con
victions, and the fact that his attention was keenly directed to the 
new sect. Both points contributed to the result we are discussing. 
Paul’s Judaism was no mere formalism. It was the adoption, 
heart and soul, of the religion of his people; which was to him no 
dead principle, but a living faith stimulating that eager, impetuous 
character to defend its integrity with “ fire and sword.” He did 
not, like so many of his countrymen, turn away with scorn from 
the followers of the despised Nazarene and leave them to their 
delusion; but turned to them, on the contrary, with the fierce 
attraction of the zealot whose own belief is outraged by the 
misbelief of others. The earnest Jew came into sharp collision 
with the earnest Christian. The earnestness of each was an 
element of mutual respect. The endurance and firmness of the 
one might not melt the bigoted resolution of the other, but it 
arrested his attention and commanded his unconscious sympathy. 
Just so would the persecutor have endured and resisted persecu
tion ; so, subsequently, he actually did meet it. And what was 
the main difference between the persecutor and the persecuted ? It 
consisted in that which constituted the burden of the apostolic 
preaching: the belief that “ this was the Christ.” The creed of 
the new sect at least was ru >t complicated. It was little more at 
that time than a question of identity, until Paul himself developed 
it into an elaborate system of theology.

In this question of identity, however, there was comprised a vast 
change of national ideas. To the devout Jew—looking for the 
hope of Israel, yearning and praying for the advent of that Son of 
David who was to sit upon the throne of his fathers, restore the 
fortunes of the people, drive out the heathen and subdue the 
nations again to the yoke of Israel, establishing the worship of 
God in its purity and turning the Gentiles to the service of the 
God of Gods—it was an abhorrent thought that the lowly peasant 
who had died a shameful death on Golgotha should be represented 
as the Messiah, the promised King of the Jews. Still, there was 
something sufficiently startling in the idea to excite reflection. A 
political aspirant, who pretended to play the part, and after some
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feeble attempt at armed insurrection had been crushed by the heel 
of the Roman, could not have attracted attention. In that there 
would have been no originality to astonish, and no singularity to 
require explanation. This man, on the contrary, who was said to 
be the Messiah, assumed no earthly dignity; claimed no kingdom 
in this world; had not even a place whereon to lay his head; but 
ended a short and unambitious career as the teacher of a simple but 
profound system of morality by death on a cross. There was no 
vulgar imitation here. This was the reverse of the Messiah of the 
Jews. In spite of so much dissimilarity, however, there was in the 
two parties a fundamental agreement of belief. The Jew expected 
the Messiah ; the Christian believed he had now come. The 
Messiah expected by the Jew was certainly a very different Saviour 
from the despised and rejected Jesus of Nazareth, but at the root 
of the Christian faith lay belief in a Messiah. It was a thoroughly 
Jewish belief, springing out of the covenant with the fathers, and 
based upon the Inw and the Prophets. The difference was not 
one of principle, but one of details. Their interpretation of the 
promises was strangely dissimilar, but the trust of both was in the 
God of Israel. To pass from one to the other did not involve the 
adoption of a new religion, but merely a modification of the views 
of the old. Once convinced that the Messiah was not a political 
ruler but a spiritual guide, not a victorious leader but a suffering 
servant of God, the transition from Judaic hopes to recognition 
of Jesus was almost accomplished.

It is clear that Paul, in his capacity of Persecutor, must have 
become well acquainted with the views of the Christians, and 
probably must have heard them repeatedly expounded by his 
captives before the Jewish Sanhedrin. He must have heard the 
victims of his blind religious zeal affirming their faith with all that 
ecstatic assurance which springs out of persecution. The vision 
of Peter contributed to the vision of Paul. There can be no 
doubt that Paul must have become aware of the application to 
Jesus of Old Testament prophecies, and of the new conception 
thence derived of a suffering Messiah. The political horizon was 
certainly not suggestive of the coming of the Lord’s Anointed. 
Never had the fortunes of Israel been at a lower ebb. The hope 
of a Prince of the house of David to restore dominion to the 
fallen race was hard to entertain. The suggestion of an alternative 
theory based upon a new interpretation of the prophets, if start
ling, was not untimely, when the old confidence was becoming 
faint in many minds, and the hope of his coming seemed so dis
tant and unsure. If we do not misjudge the character of Paul, 
however shocked he may have been at first by the substitution of 
a crucified Nazarene for the triumphant Messiah of his earlier 
visions, there must have been something profoundly pleasing to his
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mind in the conception of a spiritual Messiah. As he became 
familiar with the idea, it is probable that flashes of doubt must 
have crossed his mind as to the correctness of his more material 
views. If the belief were true, which Christians professed, that 
this Jesus, despised and rejected of men, was the suffering servant 
of Cod, and this servant of God actually the Messiah ! If 
the claim of this Jesus, who had been esteemed smitten of God 
and afflicted had been verified by his rising again from the dead 
and ascending to the right hand of G od! This aspect of the 
Messianic idea had a mystery and significance congenial to the 
soul of Paul. The supernatural elements could have presented 
no difficulties to him. Belief in the Resurrection was part of his 
creed as a Pharisee. That the risen Messiah should have been 
seen by many, the fundamental idea once admitted, could not sur
prise the visionary Jew'. We can well imagine the conflict which 
went on in the ardent mind of Paul when doubts first entered i t ; 
his resistance and struggle for the faith of his youth; the pursu
ance, as duty, of the course he had begun, whilst the former 
conviction no longer strengthened the feverish energy ; the excite
ment of religious zeal in the mad course of persecution not to be 
arrested in a moment, but become, by growing doubt, bitterness 
and pain to him ; the suffering inflicted sending its pang into his 
own flesh. There was ample preparation in such a situation for 
the vision of Paul.

The constitution and temperament of the Apostle were eminently 
calculated to receive impressions of the strongest description. 
We have mentioned the conjecture of many able men that his 
“ stake in the flesh ” was a form of epilepsy. It is, of course, but 
a conjecture, though one which has great probability,' and we 
must not treat it otherwise; but, if it could be proved correct, 
much light would be thrown upon Paul’s visions. We have 
discussed the Apostle’s statements regarding the supernatural 
Charismata in the Church, and have seen his extreme readiness 
to believe in the lavish bestowal of miraculous gifts, where others 
could recognise but ordinary qualities. That Paul should be 
able to claim the power of speaking with tongues more than all 
the Corinthians, whose exercise of that spiritual gift he so 
unceremoniously restrains, is in perfect keeping with all that we 
elsewhere learn about him. Everywhere we find the keenly 
impressionable nature so apt to fall into the ecstatic state when 
brought under the influence of active religious emotion. “ I 
must glory,” he exclaims with irresistible impulse on coming to a 
theme so congenial to him, “ I must glory; it is not indeed 
expedient, but I will come to visions and revelations of the

1 Cf. Gal. iv. 13 : 1 Cor. ii. 3.
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Lord.”' Even when he speaks of the stake in his flesh, which 
he does in such suggestive connection with his visions, he 
describes it as sent lest he should “ be exalted above measure by 
the excess of the revelations.”2 We have so repeatedly had to 
refer to Paul’s claim to have received his Gospel by special 
revelation that we need not again speak of it here. If we could 
quote Acts as a genuine representation of Christian tradition 
regarding Paul, we might point out the visions and revelations 
therein so freely ascribed to him, but his own writings are amply 
sufficient for our purpose. Even his second journey to Jerusalem 
is attributed to the direction of revelation.3

The only vision regarding which the Apostle gives any 
particulars is that referred to, a Cor. xii. 2 : “ I know a man in 
Christ above fourteen years ago (whether in the body I know not, 
whether out of the body I know not, God knoweth), such an 
one caught up even unto the third heaven. 3. And I know' such 
a man (whether in the body or out of the body I know not, God 
knoweth), 4. that he was caught up into Paradise and heard 
unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 
5. For such an one will I boast,” etc.* It has been argued from 
this passage, and the repetition of the expression “ whether in the 
body or out of the body I know not,” that Paul himself could 
clearly distinguish objective facts from subjective impressions. 
No interpretation could well be more erroneous. It is evident 
that Paul has no doubt whatever of his having been in the third 
heaven and in Paradise, and as little of his having heard the 
unspeakable words. That is quite objectively real to him. His 
only doubt is whether the body was caught up with his soul upon 
this occasion.5 No one who has carefully considered such 
phenomena and examined the statements here made can have any 
doubt as to the nature of this vision. The conception of being 
caught up into “ the third heaven,” “ into Paradise,” and there 
hearing these “ unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter,” betrays in no doubtful manner the source of the 
subjective impressions. Of course, divines who are prepared to 
see in this passage the account of an actual objective event will 
not consider it evidence that Paul had subjective visions which he 
believed to have been objective facts; but to those who, more 
rightly and reasonably, we think, recognise the subjective character 
of the vision, it must at once definitely settle the point that Paul 
could mistake subjective impressions for objective realities, and

* 2 Cor. xii. 1. 2 2 Cor. xii. 7. 3 Gal. ii. 2. 4 2 Cor. xii. 2-5.
5 Hilgenfeld, Zcitschr. wiss. Theol., 1864, p. 174 f. ; Holsten, Zum Ev. 

Pau/us u. Petr., p. 21 f., p. 122 f. Hilgenfeld points out that the representation 
of such a separation front the Ixxly as Paul here contemplates is to be found in 
Philo (Dc Somniis, i., § 6).

Digitized by k j O O Q l e



PAUL LIABLE TO EXCESS OF REVELATIONS 897

consequently the argument for the similar subjectivity of the vision 
of Jesus becomes complete. The possibility of such a mistake is 
precisely what Apologists question. Here is an instance in which 
the mistake has clearly been made by Paul.

The Apostle’s own statements show him to have been super
latively visionary and impressionable, with restless nervous energy, 
it is true, but, at the same time, with keen physical and mental 
susceptibility. Liable to be uplifted by “ the excess of revela
tions,” glorying in “ visions and revelations of the Lord,” possessing 
ecstatic powers more than all others, subjecting his very movements, 
his visits to Jerusalem, to the direction of impulses which he 
supposed to be revelations ; there has never been a case in which 
both temperament and religious belief more thoroughly combined 
to ascribe, with perfect conviction, objective reality to subjective 
impressions connected with divine things then occupying his 
mind.

Paul, moreover, lived in a time when the Messianic longing of 
the Jews led them to be profoundly interested students of the later 
apocalyptic writings, which certainly made a deep impression upon 
the Apostle, and in which he must have been struck by the image 
of the promised Messiah, like the Son of Man, coming on the 
clouds of heaven (Dan. vii. 13, cf. 1 Cor. xv. 47). At no time was 
such a vision more likely to present itself to him than when his 
mind was fixed upon the Messianic idea with all the intensity of 
one who had been persecuting those who asserted that the Messiah 
had already come. Here was reason for all that concentration of 
thought upon the subject which produces such visions ; and when 
doubt and hesitation entered into that eager intense spirit, the 
conflict must have been sharp and the nerves highly strung. The 
Jesus whom he saw with his mind’s eye was the climax of convic
tion in such a nature; and the vision vividly brought to him 
his own self-reproachful thoughts for mistaken zeal, and the 
remorse of noble souls which bounds to reparation. He devoted 
himself as eagerly to Christianity as he had previously done to 
Judaism. He changed the contents but not the form of his mind. 
Paul the Christian was the same man as Paul the Jew; and, in 
abandoning the conception of a Messiah “ according to the flesh,” 
and placing his whole faith in one “ according to the spirit,” he 
displayed the same characteristics as before. The revolution in his 
mind, of which so much is said, was merely one affecting the 
Messianic idea. He did not at a bound become the complete 
Apostle of the Gentiles, but, accepting at first nothing more than 
belief in a Messiah according to the spirit, his comprehensive and 
peculiar system of theology was, of course, only the result of 
subsequent reflection. That his conviction should have been com
pleted by a subjective vision is no more strange than that he
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should believe in supernatural Charismata, miraculous speaking 
with tongues, and being actually caught up into the third heaven, 
into Paradise, and hearing there unutterable words which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. Paul evidently never questioned the 
source of his visions. They were simply accepted as divine 
revelations, and they excited all the less of misgiving in his soul 
from the fact that, without doubt, they expressed the expected 
solution of problems which intensely occupied his mind, and 
reflected conclusions already practically formed by his own 
thoughts.1

There remain two points to be briefly considered. The first of 
these is the assertion, constantly made in various shapes, that the 
cardinal miracles of the Resurrection and Ascension were pro
claimed as unquestionable facts, without contradiction, at a time 
when such an assertion might have been easily refuted. The 
production of the body, the still occupied sepulchre, it is said, 
would have set such pretensions at rest. It is unnecessary to say 
that the proclamation of the Resurrection and Ascension as facts 
proved nothing beyond the belief, perhaps, of those who asserted 
them. So far as Paul is concerned, we may seek in vain for any 
assertion of a bodily Ascension. But there is not the slightest 
evidence to show when the Resurrection and Ascension were first 
publicly proclaimed as unquestionable facts. Even the Gospels 
do not state that they were mentioned beyond the circle of dis
ciples. The second Synoptist, who does not state that Jesus 
himself was seen by anyone, makes the curious affirmation at the 
close of his Gospel as we have it, that the women, on receiving 
the announcement of the Resurrection from the angels, and the 
command for the disciples and Peter to go into Galilee, “ went 
out and fled from the sepulchre; for trembling and astonishment 
seized them, and they said nothing to anyone; for they were 
afraid.’” In the fourth Gospel, although the “ beloved disciple ” 
went into the sepulchre, “ and he saw and believed,” it is related 
of him and Peter: “ So the disciples went away again unto their 
own home.”3 The Eleven, in fact, who all forsook their Master

' “ If those appearances (to his disciples) were purely subjective" objects 
Dr. Farrar, “ how can we account for their sudden, rapid, and total ces
sation?” (Life o f Christ, ii., p. 432, note 1). We might reply that, 
if objective, such a cessation would be still more unaccountable. Being sub
jective, the appearances, of course, ceased when the conditions of excitement 
and expectancy which produced them passed away. But, in point of fact, 
they did not suddenly and totally cease. The appearance to Paul occurred 
after a considerable interval, and there is the tradition of more than one 
appearance to him ; but throughout the history of the Church we hear of 
similar subjective visions whenever a fitting individual has been found in the 
state to receive them.

a Mark xvi. 8. 3 John xx. to.
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and fled—who are represented as meeting with closed doors “ for 
fear of the Jews ”—with closed doors after eight days, it is again 
said, although a week before ten of them are said to have seen 
Jesus—were not likely to expose themselves to the fate of Jesus 
by rushing into the highways and asserting the Resurrection. 
Beyond the statement of the Gospels, the value of which we have 
seen, and which is accompanied by so many confused circum
stances, there is no evidence whatever that the sepulchre was 
found empty. There is no evidence that the sepulchre was really 
known to the disciples, none of whom, probably, was present at 
the crucifixion; and it might well be inferred that the women, 
who are represented as ignorant that the body had already been 
embalmed, yet who are the chief supposed witnesses for the empty 
sepulchre and the informants of the disciples, were equally 
ignorant of the sepulchre in which the body was laid. We might 
ask whether the 500 brethren who are said to have seen Jesus at 
the same time came from Galilee, or wherever they were, and 
examined the state of the sepulchre? We have already said, 
however, that, if the sepulchre had been shown to be empty, the 
very last thing which could be proved by that circumstance would 
be the correctness of the assertion that it had become so in 
consequence of a stupendous miracle. On the other hand, if it 
had been shown that it was occupied by a body, it is exceedingly 
doubtful whether the fact would have convinced anyone not 
previously sure that Jesus could not have risen from the dead, and 
he would not have required such evidence. When the Resur
rection was publicly proclaimed as a fact, the body could no longer 
have been recognisable ; and the idea that any of those in autho
rity could have thought such demonstration necessary to refute a 
story whispered about amongst an obscure sect in Jerusalem, or 
even more courageously asserted, is a product of later times. 
When Jesus of Nazareth, the head of the nascent sect, was 
suppressed by a shameful death, his humble and timid followers 
were, obviously, for a time despised; and there is little reason to 
suppose that the chief priests and rulers of the Jews would have 
condescended to any public contradiction of their affirmations, if 
they had even felt indifference to the defilement of exposing, for 
such a purpose, a decaying body to the gaze of Jerusalem. This 
kind of refutation is possible only in the imagination of divines. 
Besides, what evidence is there that even a single indifferent 
person found the sepulchre empty? There is not an iota of 
proof.

On the contrary, there is the very strongest evidence that, when 
the assertion of the Resurrection and Ascension as “ unquestion
able facts ” was made, it was contradicted in the only practical and 
practicable way conceivable: (1) by all but universal disbelief in
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Jerusalem ; (2) by actual persecution of those who asserted i t  It 
is a perfectly undeniable fact that the great mass of the Jews 
totally denied the truth of the statement by disbelieving it, and 
that the converts to Christianity, who soon swelled the numbers 
of the Church and spread its influence amongst the nations, were 
not the citizens of Jerusalem, who were capable of refuting such 
assertions, but strangers and Gentiles. The number of the commu
nity of Jerusalem after the forty days seems to be stated by the 
author of Acts as “ about 120,” and, although the numbers 
added to the Church, according to this document, are evidently 
fabulous, the converts at Pentecost are, apparently, chiefly from 
amongst the devout men of every nation upon earth congregated 
at Jerusalem. To this hour the Jews have retained as their 
inheritance the denial by their forefathers of the asserted facts. 
The assertion, secondly, was emphatically denied by the perse
cution, as soon as it became worth any one’s while to persecute, 
of those who made it. It was in this way denied by Paul himself, 
at a time when verification was infinitely more possible than when 
he came to join in the assertion. Are we to suppose that the 
Apostle took no trouble to convince himself of the facts before he 
began to persecute ? He was in the confidence of the high priests, 
it seems; can he ever have heard the slightest doubt from them on 
the subject ? Is it not palpable that Paul and his party, by their 
very pursuit of those who maintained such allegations, stigmatised 
them as falsehoods, and perhaps as imposture ? If it be said that 
Paul became convinced of his mistake, it is perfectly obvious that 
his conversion was not due to local and circumstantial evidence, 
but to dogmatic considerations and his supposed vision of Jesus. 
He disbelieved when the alleged occurrences were recent and, as 
it is said, capable of refutation; he believed when the time for 
such refutation had passed.

The second point to which we have referred is the vague and 
final objection of Apologists that, if the vision of Jesus was merely 
subjective, the fabric of the Church and even of Christianity is 
based upon unreality and self-deception. Is this possible ? they 
ask. Is it possible that for eighteen centuries the Resurrection 
and Ascension have been proclaimed and believed by millions, 
with no other original foundation than self-delusion ? The vague
ness and apparent vastness of this objection, perhaps, make it a 
formidable argumentum ad kominem, but it vanishes into very 
small proportions as we approach it. Must we, then, understand 
that the dogmas of all religions which have been established must 
have been objective truths ? and that this is a necessary inference 
from their wide adoption ? If so, then all historical religions before 
Christianity, and after it, must take rank as substantially true. In 
that case the religion of the Veda, of Buddha, of Zoroaster, of
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Mohammed, for instance, can as little be based on unreality and self- 
deception as Christianity. They have secured wide acceptance 
from mankind. Millions have for centuries devoutly held their 
tenets, and to this day the followers of Sikya Muni are as numerous 
as the believers in the religion of Paul. If not, the objection at 
once falls to the ground as an argument, and the problem becomes 
a simple matter of evidence, which has been fully discussed and 
disposed of.

When we analyse the fact, it becomes apparent that, ultimately, 
belief in the Resurrection and Ascension resolves itself into the 
belief of a few or of one. It requires very little reflection to perceive 
that the Christian Church is founded much more upon belief in the 
Resurrection than on the reality of the fact itself. Nothing is more 
undeniable than the circumstance that not more than a very small 
number of men are even alleged to have seen the risen Jesus. 
The mass of those who have believed in the Resurrection have 
done so because of the assurance of these few men, and perhaps 
because they may have been led to think that the event was 
predicted in Scripture. Up to this day, converts to the dogma 
are made, if made at all, upon the assurance of Paul and the 
Gospels. The vast question at last dwindles down to the inquiry : 
Can a few men, can one man, draw erroneous inferences and be 
honestly deceived by something supposed to have been seen? 
We presume that there can be no hesitation in giving an affirmative 
reply. The rest follows as a matter of course. Others simply 
believe the report of those who have believed before them. In 
course of time, so many believe that it is considered almost out
rageous to disbelieve or demand evidence. The number of those 
who have believed is viewed at last as an overwhelming proof of 
the truth of the creed.

It is a most striking and extraordinary fact that the life and 
teaching of Jesus have scarcely a place in the system of Paul. 
Had we been dependent upon him, we should have had no idea 
of the Great Master who preached the Sermon on the Mount, 
and embodied pure truths in parables of such luminous simplicity. 
His noble morality would have remained unknown, and his 
lessons of rare spiritual excellence have been lost to the world. 
Paul sees no significance in that life, but concentrates all interest 
in the death and Resurrection of his Messiah. The ecclesiastical 
Christianity which was mainly Paul’s work has almost effaced the 
true work of Jesus. In the sepulchre hewn out of the rock are 
deposited the teaching and example of Jesus, and from it there 
rises a mystic Christ lost in a halo of theology.

4
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W e  have seen that Divine Revelation could only be necessary or 
conceivable for the purpose of communicating to us something 
which we could not otherwise discover, and that the truth of 
communications which are essentially beyond and undiscoverable 
by reason cannot be attested in any other way than by miraculous 
signs distinguishing them as divine. It is admitted that no other 
testimony could justify our believing the specific Revelation which 
we are considering, the very substance of which is supernatural 
and beyond the criticism of reason, and that its doctrines, if not 
proved to be miraculous truths, must inevitably be pronounced 
“ the wildest delusions.” “ By no rational being could a just and 
benevolent life be accepted as proof of such astonishing 
announcements.”

On examining the alleged miraculous evidence for Christianity 
as Divine Revelation, we find that, even if the actual occur
rence of the supposed miracles could be substantiated, their 
value as evidence would be destroyed by the necessary admission 
that miracles are not limited to one source and are not exclusively 
associated with truth, but are performed by various spiritual 
Beings, Satanic as well as Divine, and are not always evidential, 
but are sometimes to be regarded as delusive and for the trial of 
faith. As the doctrines supposed to be revealed are beyond 
Reason, and cannot in any sense be intelligently approved by the 
human intellect, no evidence which is of so doubtful and 
inconclusive a nature could sufficiently attest them. This alone 
would disqualify the Christian miracles for the duty which only 
miracles are capable of performing.

The supposed miraculous evidence for the Divine Revelation, 
moreover, is not only without any special divine character, being 
avowedly common also to Satanic agency, but it is not original 
either in conception or details. Similar miracles are reported long 
antecedently to the first promulgation of Christianity, and con
tinued to be performed for centuries after it. A stream of miracu
lous pretension, in fact, has flowed through all human history, 
deep and broad as it has passed through the darker ages, but 
dwindling down to a thread as it has entered days of enlighten
ment. The evidence was too hackneyed and commonplace to 
make any impression upon those before whom the Christian 
miracles are said to have been performed, and it altogether failed 
to convince the people to whom the Revelation was primarily
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addressed. The selection of such evidence for such a purpose is 
much more characteristic of human weakness than of divine 
power.

The true character of miracles is at once betrayed by the fact 
that their supposed occurrence has thus been confined to ages of 
ignorance and superstition, and that they are absolutely unknown 
in any time or place where science has provided witnesses fitted 
to appreciate and ascertain the nature of such exhibitions of 
supernatural power. There is not the slightest evidence that 
any attempt was made to investigate the supposed miraculous 
occurrences, or to justify the inferences so freely drawn from 
them, nor is there any reason to believe that the witnesses pos
sessed, in any considerable degree, the fulness of knowledge and 
sobriety of judgment requisite for the purpose. No miracle 
has yet established its claim to the rank even of apparent reality, 
and all such phenomena must remain in the dim region of 
imagination. The test applied to the largest class of miracles, 
connected with demoniacal possession, discloses the falsity of all 
miraculous pretension.

There is no uncertainty as to the origin of belief in supernatural 
interference with nature. The assertion that spurious miracles 
have sprung up round a few instances of genuine miraculous power 
has not a single valid argument to support it. History clearly 
demonstrates that, wherever ignorance and superstition have pre
vailed, every obscure occurrence has been attributed to super
natural agency, and it is freely acknowledged that, under their 
influence, inexplicable and miraculous are convertible terms. On 
the other hand, in proportion as knowledge of natural laws has 
increased, the theory of supernatural interference with the order of 
nature has been dispelled, and miracles have ceased. The effect 
of science, however, is not limited to the present and future, but 
its action is equally retrospective, and phenomena which were once 
ignorantly isolated from the sequence of natural cause and effect 
are now restored to their place in the unbroken order. Ignorance 
and superstition created miracles ; knowledge has for ever annihi
lated them.

To justify miracles two assumptions are made : first, an Infinite 
Personal G od; and second, a Divine design of Revelation, the 
execution of which necessarily involves supernatural action. 
Miracles, it is argued, are not contrary to nature, or effects pro
duced without adequate causes, but, on the contrary, are caused 
by the intervention of this Infinite Personal God for the purpose 
of attesting and carrying out the Divine design. Neither of the 
assumptions, however, can be reasonably maintained.

The assumption of an Infinite Personal God, a Being at once 
limited and unlimited, is a use of language to which no mode of
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human thought can possibly attach itself. Moreover, the assump
tion of a God working miracles is emphatically excluded by 
universal experience of the order of nature. The allegation of a 
specific Divine cause of miracles is further inadequate from the 
fact that the power of working miracles is avowedly not limited to 
a Personal God, but is also ascribed to other spiritual Beings; and 
it must, consequently, always be impossible to prove that the 
supposed miraculous phenomena originate with one and not with 
another. On the other hand, the assumption of a Divine design 
of Revelation is not suggested by antecedent probability, but is 
derived from the very Revelation which it is intended to justify, as 
is likewise the assumption of a Personal God, and both are equally 
vicious as arguments. The circumstances which are supposed to 
require this Divine design, and the details of the scheme, are 
absolutely incredible, and opposed to all the results of science. 
Nature does not countenance any theory of the original perfection 
and subsequent degradation of the human race; and the sup
position of a frustrated original plan of creation, and of later 
impotent endeavours to correct it, is as inconsistent with Divine 
omnipotence and wisdom as the proposed punishment of the 
human race, and the mode devised to save some of them, are 
opposed to justice and morality. Such assumptions are essentially 
inadmissible, and totally fail to explain and justify miracles.

Whatever definition may be given of miracles, such exceptional 
phenomena must at least be antecedently incredible. In the 
absence of absolute knowledge, human belief must be guided by 
the balance of evidence, and it is obvious that the evidence for 
the uniformity of the order of nature, which is derived from 
universal experience, must be enormously greater than can be the 
testimony for any alleged exception to it. On the other hand, 
universal experience prepares us to consider mistakes of the senses, 
imperfect observation, and erroneous inference as not only possible, 
but eminently probable on the part of the witnesses of phenomena, 
even when they are perfectly honest and truthful, and more 
especially so when such disturbing causes as religious excitement 
and superstition are present. When the report of the original 
witnesses only reaches us indirectly and through the medium of 
tradition, the probability of error is further increased. Thus the 
allegation of miracles is discredited, both positively by the 
invariability of the order of nature, and negatively by the fallibility 
of human observation and testimony. The history of miraculous 
pretension in the world, and the circumstances attending the 
special exhibition of it which we are examining, suggest natural 
explanations of the reported facts which wholly remove them from 
the region of the supernatural.

When we proceed to examine the direct witnesses for the
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Christian miracles, we do not discover any exceptional circumstances 
neutralising the preceding considerations. On the contrary, we 
find that the case turns not upon miracles substantially before us, 
but upon the mere narratives of miracles said to have occurred 
over eighteen hundred years ago. It is obvious that, for such 
narratives to possess any real force and validity, it is essential that 
their character and authorship should be placed beyond all doubt. 
They must proceed from eye-witnesses capable of estimating aright 
the nature of the phenomena. Our four Gospels, however, are 
strictly anonymous works. The superscriptions which now 
distinguish them are undeniably of later origin than the works 
themselves, and do not proceed from the composers of the Gospels. 
Of the writers to whom these narratives are traditionally ascribed, 
only two are even said to have been Apostles, the alleged authors 
of the second and third Synoptics neither having been personal 
followers of Jesus nor eye-witnesses of the events they describe. 
Under these circumstances, we are wholly dependent upon external 
evidence for information regarding the authorship and trustworthi
ness of the four canonical Gospels.

In examining this evidence we proceeded upon clear and 
definite principles. Without forming or adopting any theory 
whatever as to the date or origin of our Gospels, we simply searched 
the writings of the Fathers, during a century and a half after the 
events in question, for information regarding the composition and 
character of these works, and even for any certain traces of their 
use, although, if discovered, these could prove little beyond the 
mere existence of the Gospels used at the date of the writer. In 
the latter and minor investigation we were guided by canons of 
criticism previously laid down, and which are based upon the 
simplest laws of evidence. We found that the writings of the 
Fathers, during a century and a half after the death of Jesus, are a 
complete blank so far as any evidence regarding the composition 
and character of our Gospels is concerned, unless we except the 
tradition preserved by Papias, after the middle of the second 
century, the details of which fully justify the conclusion that 
our first and second Synoptics, in their present form, cannot be 
the works said to have been composed by Matthew and Mark. 
There is thus no evidence whatever directly connecting any of 
the canonical Gospels with the writers to whom they are popu
larly attributed, and later tradition, of little or no value in itself, is 
separated by a long interval of profound silence from the epoch at 
which they are supposed to have been composed. With one 
exception, moreover, we found that, during the same century and 
a half, there is no certain and unmistakable trace even of the 
anonymous use of any of our Gospels in the early Church. This 
fact, of course, does not justify the conclusion that none of these
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Gospels was actually in existence during any part of that time, nor 
have we anywhere suggested such an inference; but strict examina
tion of the evidence shows that there is no positive proof that they 
were. The exception to which we refer is Marcion’s Gospel, 
which was, we think, based upon our third Synoptic, and conse
quently must be accepted as evidence of the existence of that 
work. Marcion, however, does not give the slightest information 
as to the authorship of the Gospel, and his charges against it of 
adulteration cannot be considered very favourable testimony as to 
its infallible character. If it be received that Tatian’s Diatessaron 
is based upon our four Gospels, nothing further than their mere 
existence at that period is proved. The canonical Gospels con
tinue to the end anonymous documents of no evidential value 
for miracles. They do not themselves pretend to be inspired 
histories, and they cannot escape from the ordinary rules of 
criticism. Internal evidence does not modify the inferences from 
external testimony. Apart from continual minor contradictions 
throughout the first three Gospels, it is impossible to reconcile 
the representations of the Synoptics with those of the fourth 
Gospel. They mutually destroy each other as evidence They 
must be pronounced mere narratives, compiled long after the 
events recorded, by unknown persons who were neither eye
witnesses of the alleged miraculous occurrences, nor hearers of 
the statements they profess to report. They cannot be accepted 
as adequate testimony for miracles and the reality of Divine 
Revelation.

Applying these tests to the Acts of the Apostles, we arrived at 
the same results. Acknowledged to be composed by the same 
author who produced the third Synoptic that author’s identity is 
not thereby made more clear. There is no evidence of the 
slightest value regarding its character, but, on the other hand, the 
work itself teems to such an extent with miraculous incidents and 
supernatural agency that the credibility of the narrative 
requires an extraordinary amount of attestation to secure for it 
any serious consideration. When the statements of the author 
are compared with the emphatic declarations of the Apostle 
Paul, and with authentic accounts of the development of the 
early Christian Church, it becomes evident that the Acts of the 
Apostles, as might have been supposed, is a legendary composi
tion of a later day, which cannot be regarded as sober and 
credible history* and rather discredits than tends to establish the 
reality of the miracles with which its pages so suspiciously 
abound.

The remaining books of the New Testament Canon required 
no separate examination, because, even if genuine, they contain 
no additional testimony to the reality of Divine Revelation, beyond
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the implied belief in such doctrines as the Incarnation and Resur
rection. It is unquestionable, we suppose, that in some form or 
other the Apostles believed in these miracles, and the assumption 
that they did so supersedes the necessity fojr examining the 
authenticity of the Catholic Epistles and Apocalypse. In like 
manner, the recognition as genuine of four Epistles of Paul, which 
contain his testimony to miracles, renders it superfluous to discuss 
the authenticity of the other letters attributed to him.

The general belief in miraculous power and its possession by 
the Church is brought to a practical test in the case of the Apostle 
Paul. After elaborate Consideration of his letters, we came to 
the unhesitating conclusion that, instead of establishing the reality 
of miracles, the unconscious testimony of Paul clearly demon
strates the facility with which erroneous inferences convert the 
most natural phenomena into supernatural occurrences.

As a final test, we carefully examined the whole of the evidence 
for the cardinal dogmas of Christianity : the Resurrection and 
Ascension of Jesus. First taking the four Gospels, we found that 
their accounts of these events are not only full of legendary 
matter, but that they even contradict and exclude each other; and 
so far from establishing the reality of such stupendous miracles, 
they show that no reliance is to be placed on the statements of 
the unknown authors. Taking next the testimony of Paul, which 
is more important as at least authentic and proceeding from an 
Apostle of whom we know more than of any other of the early 
missionaries of Christianity, we saw that it was indefinite and 
utterly insufficient. His so-called “ circumstantial account of the 
testimony upon which the belief in the Resurrection rested” 
consists merely of vague and undetailed hearsay, differing, so far 
as it can be compared, from the statements in the Gospels, and 
without other attestation than the bare fact that it is repeated by 
Paul, who doubtless believed it, although he had not himself been 
a witness of any of the supposed appearances of the risen Jesus 
which he so briefly catalogues. Paul’s own personal testimony to 
the Resurrection is limited to a vision of Jesus, of which we have 
no authentic details, seen many years after the alleged miracle. 
Considering the peculiar and highly nervous temperament of Paul, 
of which he himself supplies abundant evidence, there can be no 
hesitation in deciding that this vision was purely subjective, as 
were likewise, in all probability, the appearances to the excited 
disciples of Jesus, if they ever really occurred. The testimony of 
Paul himself, before his imagination was stimulated to ecstatic 
fervour by the beauty of a spiritualised religion, was an earnest 
denial of the great Christian dogma emphasised by the active 
persecution of those who affirmed i t ; and a vision, especially in 
the case of one so constituted, supposed to be seen many years
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after the fact of the Resurrection had ceased to be capable of 
verification, is not an argument of convincing force. We were 
compelled to pronounce the evidence for the Resurrection and 
Ascension absolutely and hopelessly inadequate to prove the 
reality of such stupendous miracles, which must consequently be 
unhesitatingly rejected. There is no reason given, or even con
ceivable, why allegations such as these, and dogmas affecting 
the religion and even the salvation of the human race, should be 
accepted upon evidence which would be declared totally insufficient 
in the case of any common question of property or title before a 
legal tribunal. On the contrary, the more momentous the point 
to be established, the more complete must be the proof required.

If we test the results at which we have arrived by general 
considerations, we find them everywhere confirmed and established. 
There is nothing original in the claim of Christianity to be regarded 
as Divine Revelation, and nothing new either in the doctrines said 
to have been revealed, or in the miracles by which it is alleged to 
have been distinguished. There has not been a single historical 
religion largely held amongst men which has not pretended to be 
divinely revealed, and the written books of which have not been 
represented as directly inspired. There is not a doctrine, 
sacrament, or rite of Christianity which has not substantially 
formed part of earlier religions; and not a  single phase of the 
supernatural history of the Christ, from his miraculous conception, 
birth, and incarnation, to his death, resuwection, and ascension, 
which has not had its counterpart in earlier mythologies. Heaven 
and hell, with characteristic variation of details, have held an 
important place in the eschatology of many creeds and races. 
The same may be said even of the moral teaching of Christianity, 
the elevated precepts of which, although in a less perfect and 
connected form, had already suggested themselves to many noble 
minds and been promulgated by ancient sages and philosophers. 
That this Inquiry into the reality of Divine Revelation has been 
limited to the claim of Christianity has arisen solely from a 
desire to condense it within reasonable- bounds, and confine it to 
the only religion in connection with which it could practically 
interest us now.

There is nothing in the history and achievements of Christianity 
which can be considered characteristic of a religion divinely 
revealed for the salvation of mankind. Originally said to have 
been communicated to a single nation, specially selected as the 
peculiar people of God, and for whom distinguished privileges 
were said to be reserved, it was almost unanimously rejected by 
that nation at the time, and it has continued to be repudiated by 
its descendants with singular unanimity to the present day. After 
more than nineteen centuries, this Divine scheme of salvation has
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not obtained even the nominal adhesion of more than a third of 
the human race, and if, in a census of Christendom, distinction 
could now be made of those who no longer seriously believe in it 
as Supernatural Religion, Christianity would take a much lower 
numerical position. Sikya Muni, a teacher only second in 
nobility of character to Jesus, and who, like him, proclaimed a 
system of elevated morality, has even now almost twice the 
number of followers, although his missionaries never sought 
converts in the West. Considered as a scheme Divinely devised 
as the best, if not only, mode of redeeming the human race and 
saving them from eternal damnation, promulgated by God himself 
incarnate in human form, and completed by his own actual 
death upon the cross for the sins of the world, such results as 
these can only be regarded as practical failure, although they may 
not be disproportionate for a system of elevated morality.

We shall probably never be able to determine how far the great 
Teacher may, through his own speculations or misunderstood 
spiritual utterances, have suggested the supernatural doctrines 
subsequently attributed to him, and by which his whole history and 
system soon became transformed; but no one who attentively 
studies the subject can fail to be struck by the absence of such 
dogmas from the earlier records of his teaching. It is to the 
excited veneration of the followers of Jesus that we owe most 
of the supernatural elements so characteristic of the age and 
people. We may look in vain, even in the synoptic Gospels, for 
the doctrines elaborated in the Pauline Epistles and the Gospel of 
Ephesus. The great transformation of Christianity was effected by 
men who had never seen Jesus, and who were only acquainted 
with his teaching after it had become transmuted by tradition. 
The fervid imagination of the East constructed Christian theology. 
It is not difficult to follow the development of the creeds of the 
Church, and it is certainly most instructive to observe the progres
sive boldness with which its dogmas were expanded by pious 
enthusiasm. The New Testament alone represents several stages 
of dogmatic evolution. Before his first followers had passed 
away the process of transformation had commenced. The disciples, 
who had so often misunderstood the teaching of Jesus during his 
life, piously distorted it after his death. His simple lessons of 
meekness and humility were soon forgotten. With lamentable 
rapidity, the elaborate structure of ecclesiastical Christianity, 
following stereotyped lines of human superstition, and deeply 
coloured by Alexandrian philosophy, displaced the simple morality 
of Jesus. Doctrinal controversy, which commenced amongst the 
very Apostles, has ever since divided the unity of the Christian 
body. The perverted ingenuity of successive generations of 
Churchmen has filled the world with theological quibbles, which
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naturally enough culminated in doctrines of Immaculate Concep
tion and Papal Infallibility.

It is sometimes affirmed, however, that those who proclaim 
such conclusions not only wantonly destroy the dearest hopes of 
humanity, but remove the only solid basis of morality; and it is 
alleged that, before existing belief is disturbed, the iconoclast is 
bound to provide a substitute for the shattered idol. To this 
we may reply that speech or silence does not alter the reality 
of things. The recognition of Truth cannot be made dependent 
on consequences, or be trammelled by considerations of spurious 
expediency. Its declaration in a serious and suitable manner to 
those who are capable of judging can never be premature. Its 
suppression cannot be effectual, and is only a humiliating compro
mise with conscious imposture. In so far as morality is concerned, 
belief in a system of future rewards and punishments, although of 
an intensely degraded character, may, to a certain extent, have 
promoted observance of the letter of the law in darker ages and 
even in our own ; but it may, we think, be shown that education 
and civilisation have done infinitely more to enforce its spirit. 
How far Christianity has promoted education and civilisa
tion we shall not here venture adequately to discuss. We 
may emphatically- assert, however, that whatever beneficial 
effect Christianity has produced has been due, not to its super
natural dogmas, but to its simple morality. Dogmatic theology, 
on the contrary, has retarded education and impeded science. 
Wherever it has been dominant civilisation has stood still. 
Science has been judged and suppressed by the light of a text or 
a chapter of Genesis. Almost every great advance which has been 
made towards enlightenment has been achieved in spite of the 
protest or the anathema of the Church. Submissive ignorance, 
absolute or comparative, has been tacitly fostered as the most 
desirable condition of the popular mind. “ Except ye be con
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven,” has been the favourite text of Doctors of 
Divinity with a stock of incredible dogmas difficult of assimilation 
by the virile mind. Even now the friction of theological resis
tance is a constant waste of intellectual power. The early 
enunciation of so pure a system of morality, and one so in
telligible to the simple as well as profound to the wise, was 
of great value to the world; but, experience being once systema
tised and codified, if higher principles do not constrain us, 
society may safely be left to see morals sufficiently observed. 
It is true that, notwithstanding its fluctuating rules, morality 
has hitherto assumed the character of a Divine institution; 
but its sway has not, in consequence, been more real than it must 
be as the simple result of human wisdom and the outcome of
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social experience. The choice of a noble life is no longer a 
theological question, and ecclesiastical patents of truth and 
uprightness have finally expired. Morality, which has ever 
changed its complexion and modified its injunctions according to 
social requirements, will necessarily be enforced as part of human 
evolution, and is not dependent on religious terrorism or super
stitious persuasion. If we are supposed to say, Cui bono 1 and 
only practise morality, or be ruled by right principles, to gain a 
heaven or escape a hell, there is nothing lost; for such grudging 
and calculated morality is merely a spurious imitation which can 
as well be produced by social compulsion. But if we have ever 
been really penetrated by the pure spirit of morality, if we have in 
any degree attained that elevation of mind which instinctively 
turns to the true and noble and shrinks from the baser level of 
thought and action, we shall feel no need of the stimulus of a 
system of rewards and punishments in a future state which has for 
so long been represented as essential to Christianity.

The argument so often employed by theologians, that Divine 
Revelation is necessary for man, and that certain views con
tained in that Revelation are required by our moral conscious
ness, is purely imaginary and derived from the Revelation which 
it seeks to maintain. The only thing absolutely necessary for man  ̂
is Truth ; and to that, and that alone, must our moral conscious
ness adapt itself. Reason and experience forbid the expectation 
that we can acquire any knowledge otherwise than through natural 
channels. We might as well expect to be supematurally nourished 
as supematurally informed. To complain that we do not know all 
that we desire to know is foolish and unreasonable. It is tanta
mount to complaining that the mind of man is not differently 
constituted. To attain the full altitude of the Knowable, whatever 
that may be, should be our earnest aim, and more than this is not 
for humanity.

We gain more than we lose by awaking to find that our theology ^  
is human invention, and our eschatology an unhealthy dream. We are 
freed from the incubusof base Hebrew mythology, and from doctrines 
of Divine government which outrage morality and set cruelty and 
injustice in the place of holiness. If we have to abandon cherished 
anthropomorphic visions of future blessedness, the details of 
which are either of unseizable dimness or of questionable joy, we 
are at least delivered from quibbling discussions of the meaning 
of altivioi, and our eternal hope is unclouded by the doubt 
whether mankind is to be tortured in hell for ever and a day, or 
for a day without the ever. At the end of life there may be no 
definite vista of a Heaven glowing with the light of apocalyptic 
imagination, but neither will there be the unutterable horror of a 
Purgatory or a Hell, lurid with flames, for the helpless victims of
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an unjust but omnipotent Creator. To entertain such libellous 
representations at all as part of the contents of “ Divine Revela
tion,” it was necessary to assert that man was incompetent to judge 
of the ways of the God of Revelation, and must not suppose hitn 
endowed with the perfection of human conceptions of justice and 
mercy, but submit to call wrong right and right wrong at the foot 
of an almighty Despot. But now the reproach of such reasoning 
is shaken from our shoulders, and returns to the Jewish superstition 
from which it sprang.

Let us ask what has actually been destroyed by such an inquiry 
pressed to its logical conclusion. Can Truth by any means be 
made less true? Can reality be melted into thin air? The 
supposed Revelation not being a reality, that which has been 
destroyed is only an illusion, and that which is left is the truth. 
Losing belief in it and its contents, we have lost nothing but that 
which the traveller loses when the mirage, which has displayed 
cool waters and green shades before him, melts swiftly away. 
There were no cool fountains really there to allay his thirst; no 
flowery meadows for his wearied limbs; his pleasure was delusion, 
and the wilderness is blank. Rather the mirage, with its pleasant 
illusion, is the human cry, than the desert with its barrenness. 
Not so, is the friendly warning ; seek not vainly in the desert that 
which is not there, but turn rather to other horizons and to surer 
hopes. Do not waste life clinging to ecclesiastical dogmas which 
represent no eternal verities, but search elsewhere for truth which 
may haply be found.
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resurrection of saints at Crucifixion, 
317 f.; on “ some doubted,” 842, 
n. 1 ; on subjectivity of authors of 
Gospels, 847; on Westcott’s remarks 
on Resurrection, 847, n. 2 ; his view 
of appearance of Jesus to Cephas, 
856, n. 1, 882; objections to visions 
being subjective, 898, n. I.

Fathers, The, their cosmical theories, 
71 f.

Gkrorer, his view of fourth Gospel, 
558 f.; his view of appearance of 
Jesus to Cephas, 856, n. I ; his 
“ Scheintod” theory, 875, n. 1.

Gospel, The fourth, External evidence 
for, 435 f.; statement regarding it 
in Canon of Muratori, 507 f.; Canon 
ascribes it to John, 508 f .; Credner 
argues it ascribes it to another, 509 ; 
authorship and character of, 510 f.; 
difference of Greek between it and 
Apocalypse, 511 f.; not both by 
same author, 511 f.; Dionysius of 
Alexandria assigns it to John, 511, 
513 f.; Lllcke on this problem, 511 f.; 
de Wette’s argument, 512 f. j ex
ternal evidence for John as author 
of Apocalypse, 512 f.; character of 
John in Synoptics proves his author
ship of Apocalypse, 516 f.; and 
against his authorship of Gospel, 
522 f .; its Greek compared with that 
of Apocalypse, 524 f.; the Logos 
doctrine, 525 f. j its animosity against 
Jews, 526 f.; author not a Jew, 526 f.; 
errors from that fact, 527 f.; state
ments regarding Pool of Bethesda 
examined, 529 f.; regarding woman 
of Samaria, 531 f.; indications in 
Synoptics, 532 f.; the desciple whom 
Jesus loved, 535 f.; chap, xxi., 538 f.; 
Ewald’s theory regarding it, 538 f.; 
author not eye-witness of scenes 
described, 545 f .; fundamental differ
ence between it and Synoptics, 548 
f.; few miracles in common, 551 f.; 
the last supper, 552 f.; the arrest, 
5S3 f.; the inscription on the Cross, 
554, 810; the raising of Lazarus, 
555 f.; the teaching of Jesus pro
foundly different from that of Sy
noptics, 557 f.; Gfrorer’s view of 
John’s authorship, 559 f.; the 
arguments destroy its historical 
value, 560 f.; artificial construc
tion, 561 Paschal controversy 
against John’s authorship, 563 f.; 
Iren*us on necessity for four gospels, 
564 f.; its testimony of no value 
for miracles, 565; its evidence for 
Resurrection and Ascension, 808 f.; 
chronology of Passion Week, 810 ; 
parting the garments, 811; the two 
malefactors, 811 f.; the mother of 
Jesus, 813 ; the sayings on the Cross, 
814 f.; miracles during the Cruci
fixion, 816; thrust of spear and
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Crurifragium, 820 f.; the Descent 
from the cross, 823 f.; the Entomb
ment, 824 f.; the Embalmment, 
825 f .; the Resurrection, 829 f.; 
Mary Magdalene at the Sepulchre, 
835 f.; appearance to the Eleven, 
839 f.; incredulity of Thomas, 841 f.; 
the Ascension, 844 f.

Gospels, The Synoptic, the evidence 
required for, 121 f.; canons of criti
cism, 122 f.; result of examination 
of evidence regarding them, 433 f.; 
they give a history of Jesus the 
Messiah, 642 f.; the suffering 
Messiah, 644 f.; their evidence for 
Resurrection and Ascension, 808 f.; 
chronology of Passion Week, 810 f.; 
inscription on the Cross, 554 f., 
810; parting of the garments, 811 ; 
the two malefactors, 811 f.; the 
mocking speeches, 812 f .; the say
ings on the Cross, 814 f .; miracles 
during the Crucifixion, 816 f .; the 
Descent from the Cross, 823 f.; the 
Entombment, 824 f.; the Embalm
ment, 825 f.; watch at the Sepul
chre, 827 f.; the Resurrection, 
829 f.; the journey to Emmaus, 
837 f.; the Ascension, 844 f.; famili
arity with resurrection of dead,
848 f.; epikode of Transfiguration,
849 f.

Heurtley, Dr., Christianity must be 
attested by miracles, 4.

Hibbert, Dr., on spectral illusions, 
880 f.

Hippolytus, his references to Basilides 
and his school, 328 f. ; references to 
Valentinus and his school, 330 f. ; 
unwarrantable assertions of Tischen- 
dorf regarding him, 330 f.

Holsten, on cry from Cross, 876, n. I.
Hume, his argument on miracles, 45 f.

Ignatius, Epistles of, 158 f.; their 
different forms, 158 f. ; question of 
their date and authenticity, 162 f. ; 
arguments of Dr. Lightfoot, 163 f. ; 
on case of Paul, 164 ; on case of 
Peregrinus, 164 f. ; reasons for 
believing martyrdom of Ignatius in 
Antioch and not in Rome, 166 f. ; 
evidence of John Malalas, 168 f. ; 
remains of, interred long in Antioch, 
170 f. ; Epistles spurious, 171 ; 
alleged references to Synoptics, 171 
f. ; alleged references to fourth 
Gospel, 441 f.

Irenseus, his argument against disciples 
of Valentinus, 332 f . ; date of his 
work against Heresies, 411 f. ; quo
tations from Presbyters, 479 f .; on 
necessity for four Gospels, 564 f.

H amilton, Sir William, on a god 
understood, 43, n. 2.

Harris, Dr. Rendel, on Teaching of 
the Twelve Apostles, 151, n. I, 441; 
on Bar-Hebraeus and Diatcssaron of 
Tatian, 375 ; on Arabic Diatcssaron, 
380.

Hegesippus, account of and date, 268 
f .; use of Gospel according to the He
brews, 270 f. ; fragments of his works, 
270 f. ; his account of martyrdom of 
James the Just, 272 f. ; alleged refer
ences to Synoptics, 272 f. ; frag
ment preserved by Stephanus 
Gobarus, 275 ; alleged reference to 
fourth Gospel, 474 f.

Heracleon and Ptolemteus, date 408 f.; 
Tischendorf s argument, 409 f .; re
futed, 411 f.; alleged references to 
Synoptics, 421 f.; no evidence for 
fourth Gospel, 506.

Hennas, see Shepherd.
Herschel, Sir John, subject to involun

tary visual impressions, 878.

J erome, on Panttenus, 291 f.; on 
appearance of Jesus to James, 857. 

Josephus, on King Solomon and 
demons, 69 f.; Jewish superstitions,
70 f.; use of his works, by author of 
third Synoptic and Acts, 605 f .; 
Ascension of Moses, 846.

Jowett, Dr., on Paul’s relation to party 
j  of Circumcision, 746, n. 2.

Judas, different accounts of his death, 
by Papias, 296; in Acts, 632 f., 
636 f.; in third Synoptic, 637.

Justin Martyr, cosmical theories,
71 f . ; account of, 181 f. ; date of 
his works, 182 f . ; Memoirs of the 
Apostles, 182 f . ; not our Gospels, 
184 f. ; title does not indicate 
plurality of Gospels, 186 f. : read in 
Christian assemblies, 187 f.; refers 
to Apocalypse of John as prophecy, 
188 f.; references to Old Testament, 
188 f.; descent of Jesus always traced

j through Mary, 190 f . ; removal of 
Joseph to Bethlehem from uncanon- 

1 ical source, 194 f. ; genealogies of
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Jesus different from Synoptics, 195 f .; 
also birth and infancy, 196 f .; Magi 
from Arabia, 198 f.; Jesus believed 
to be carpenter, 199 (. ; narrative of 
baptism, 200 f. ; miracles of Jesus 
explained as magical art, 204 f. ; 
peculiarities of trial of Jesus, 205 f .; 
similarity to Gospel of Peter, 207 f .; 
Agony in Garden, 208 f. ; details of 
Crucifixion, 210 f. ; alleged use of 
Synoptics examined, 216 f. j com
parisons of references to Sermon on 
Mount with Synoptics, 219 f. ; 
systematic variation from them,
240 f.; further alleged references,
241 f.; alleged quotations advanced 
by Dr. Westcott examined, 243 f.; 
summary of result, 257 f.; sayings of 
Jesus unknown to Synoptics, 258 f .; 
was name of Peter connected with 
the “ Memoirs,” 261 f.; Gospel of 
Peter and of the Hebrews, 262 f.; 
result regarding alleged quotations, 
266 f. j alleged references to fourth I 
Gospel, 448 f .; his I-ogos doctrine ! 
derived from Philo, 449 f.; and from 
Old Testament and its Apocrypha, 
454 f.; his narratives of Jesus opposed 
to those of fourth Gospel, 437 f.

L a c t a n t i u s ,  Angelology and Demon
ology of, 78 f. ; on antipodes, 80. 1

Liddon, Dr., necessity of miraculous 
evidence, 22, n. I.

Lightfoot, John, D .D ., Master of 
Catherine Hall, on Jewish super
stition, 57 f., 885 f.

Lightfoot, Dr., on Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles, 150 f.; on martyr 
journey of Ignatius, 163 f.; on case 
of Paul, 164 ; on case of Peregrinus, 
164 f.; on .John Malalas, 168 f.; on 
Papias in Chronicon Paschale, 278, 
n. 6 ; on Oracles of God, 287, n. 2 ; 
on 1 Cor. x. on the Apostles of the 
Circumcision, 654, n. I, 656, n. 2 
and n. 3; on “ Many days” of Acts, 
690, n. 1 and 3 ; on visits of Paul 
to Jerusalem, 701, n. 2; onjudaisers 
in Paul’s Epistle, 713, n. 3 j on 1 
Cor. xii. 10, 763, n. 4.

Logos doctrine, in Canonical Epistles, 
449 f.; in Philo, 450 f.; sources of, 
in Justin Martyr, 453 f.; in Old 
Testament and Apocrypha, 454 f.

Lilcke on authorship of fourth Gospel,
5 nf- I

Luke, Gospel of, alleged to be muti
lated by Marcion, 348 f.; views of 
critics on this, 348 f.; Sanday’s 
linguistic analysis proves it to be 
original of Marcion’s gospel, 361 f.; 
the consequence of this, 362 f.; 
statement in Canon of Muratori, 
429; circumstances excluding Luke’s 
authorship, 600 f.; indications of 
date of, 601 f., 611; use of works of 
Josephus, 605 f.; the journey to 
Emmaus, 837 f.; appearance to the 
Eleven, 838 f.

Mansbi., Dean, miracles inseparable 
from Christianity, 5 f.; analysis of 
miracles, 23 f.; argument of Efficient 
Cause, 24 f.; assumption of a Per
sonal God, 40 f.

Marcion, account of, 344 f.; his work 
Antitheses, 346 f.; attacked by Ter- 
tullian, 346 f.; his gospel, 348 f .; 
views of critics, 348 f.; works of 
Tertullian and Epiphanius against 
him, 352 f.; Reuss on him, 353 f.; 
was his gospel that of Luke, 354 f.; 
views of Hahn, Ritschl, Volkmar, 
and Hilgenfeld, 355 f.; Dr. Sanday’s 
linguistic analysis proves it a muti
lated Luke, 361 f. ; his views 
adopted, 361 ; result, 362 f.; no 
evidence of his knowing other 
Synoptics, 363 f. ; no evidence that 
he knew fourth Gospel, 499 f.

Mark, Gospel of, tradition of Papias, 
278 f.; Mark said to lie interpreter 
of Peter, 279 f. ; this tradition 
examined, 281 f.; not applicable to 
our Gospel, 283 f.

Matthew, Gospel of, account of Papias, 
286 f.; meaning of Oracles ol the 
Lord, 287 f .; not applicable to our 
Gospel, 281 f.; Matthew wrote in 
Hebrew, 286 f .; our Gospel Greek, 
290 f. ; not a translation, 295 f.; 
not that described by Papias, 295 f.; 
a history of Jesus the Messiah, 
642 f.; the last appearance of Jesus, 
842.

Melitoof Sardis, 387 f.; Dr. Westcott’s 
interpretation of his mention of “ Old 
Books,” 387 f.; translation of frag
ment, 388; no reference to New 
Testament, 388 f. ; ignorance of 
Melito of books of O. T ., 391 f.; 
other supposed works of, 392 f.; no 
evidence for fourth Gospel, 505.
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Messiah, Synoptics the history of Jesus I 
as the, 642 f. ; a suffering, 644 f. 

Meyer on the Gift of Tongues, 784 f. 
Mill, J. S., on Hume’s argument on 

miracles, 46 f.
Milman, Dean, on the Age of Miracles,

t6 {.; on demoniacal possession,
4 f.; on martyrdom in reign of 

Trajan, 166, n. I ; account of earth
quake at Antioch, 168 ; on miracles 
at Crucifixion, 818, n. 1,882. 

Miracles, necessary to attest Revela
tion, 1 f. ; dual character, 7 f. ; 
incompetent to perform function, 
10 f. ; their relation to order of 1 
Nature, 18 f. ; the Age of, 55 f. ; ! 
permanent stream of miraculous pre
tension, 83 f .; Christian and Pagan, 
9] f. ; continuance of miraculous 
power, 92 f.; ecclesiastical, 93 f.; of 
Narcissus of Jerusalem, 97 ; of 
Gregory of Nyssa, 97 f . ; of St. 
Anthony, 98 f.; reported by St. 
Augustine, too f.; m relation to 
superstition, 109 f.; no distinction 
between Gospel and other, 110 f.; 
alleged belief of civilised world,
116 f .; evidence required for, 118 f.; 
direct evidence for, 753 f.; no one 
claims directly to have worked a 
miracle, 756 f. ; the evidence of 
Paul, 756 f.; proportionate evidence 
for, 803 f.

Mozley, Dr., Christianity must be 
attested by miracles, 4 f.; real 
character of miracles, I l f . ;  analysis 
of miracles, 22 f.; argument regard
ing Efficient Cause, 25 f.; miracles 
asserted to be not contrary to Order 
of Nature, 28 f.; the argument from 
experience, 33 f. ; assumption of 
Personal Deity, 37 asserts distinc
tive character of Christian miracles, 
92 f. ; alleged difference between 
Gospel and other miracles, 112 f. 

Muratori, Canon of, described, 428 f.; 
statement regarding Luke’s Gospel, 
429 ; other books, 429 f.; date, 430 f.; 
statement regarding Shepherd of 
Hermas, 430 I.; statement regarding 
composition of fourth Gospel, 507 T.

N eandkr, on martyrdom of Ignatius, 
167 ; rejects Ignatian Epistles, 167; 
on views of Clementine Homilies 
opposed to fourth Gospel, 489 f., 
496; on the Gift of Tongues, 784,786. I

Newman, Dr., Miracles necessary to 
prove Revelation, 4 ; their evidential 
value, 9 f.; on tendency of religious 
minds to superstition, 56 f.

Origen, his cosmical theories, 75 f .; 
on Resurrection, 892.

Pai.ky, on miracles, 40 f .; argument 
against Hume, 51 on Paul’s visits 
to Jerusalem, 698, n. 2.

Papias of Hierapolis, miracle narrated 
by, 93; date of, 276; fragments 
of his Exposition, 276 f.; his 
statements regarding Presbyters, 
276 f. ; tradition regarding 
Mark, 277 f.; preferred tradi
tion to written works, 277, 297 f.; 
not applicable to our second Synop
tic, 28 rf.; account of Gospel ascribed 
to Matthew, 286 f.; meaning of 
“  Oracles of the Lord,” 287 f.; work 
not the same as our first Synoptic, 
289 f.; used Gospel of the Hebrews, 
297 f.; on death of Judas, 296; 
woman accused of many sins from 
Gospel of Hebrews, 297; noevidence 
for fourth Gospel, 477 f.; argument 
of Tischendorf on supposed use of 
Epistle of John, 478 f.; statement 
regarding him and fourth Gospel in 
Latin MS., 479 f.; Iremeus and 
quotations from Presbyters, 479 f . ; 
not the Presbyters of Papias, 482 f . ; 
his testimony to Apocalypse, 485 f.

Paul, the Apostle, animosity against 
him in Clementines, 318 f.; attacks 
on him in Apocalypse, 522 f., 747 f .; 
parallelism between him and Peter 
in Acts, 617 f.: shows no knowledge 
of Stephen, 661 f.; Ananias and, in 
Acts, 679 f.; Epistles-of, compared 
with Acts, 686 f.; his actions after 
conversion in Epistles and Acts 
compared, 687 f.; visits to Jerusalem 
in Epistles and Acts compared, 
689 f.; question of circumcision at 
Antioch in Acts, 700 f.; compared 
with Epistles, 701 f.; the Council at 
Jerusalem not mentioned by, 703 f .: 
Peter’s speech, 706 f .; his quarrel 
with Peter, 708 f.; his writings 
exclude Apostolic Decree, 718 ft; 
alleged circumcision of Titus in 
Acts, 725 f.; his irony regarding 
Apostles, 726 f.; final attitude of 
Apostles mere toleration, 729; he
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preaches a different Gospel, 730 f.; 
gave no preference to Jews, 732 f.; 
his alleged circumcision of Timothy 
not historic, 736 f .; his whole con
duct in Acts opposed to his prin
ciples, 739 f.; his relations to the 
Twelve, 744 f .; his testimony for 
miracles, 763 f .; nature of the 
Charismata, 768 f.; on the Gift of 
Tongues, 779 f., 790 f.; does not 
mean foreign languages, 790 f.; Inter
pretation of Tongues, 793 f.; on 
abuse of the Gifts, 794 f.; probable 
nature of the Gift of Tongues, 7 9 7  f-! 
his Stake in the flesh, 799 f.; his 
evidence for miracles, 801 f .; his 
evidence for the Resurrection, 851 f.; 
influence on, of Prophetic Gnosis, 
852 f.; appearances mentioned by,
854 f.; tne appearance to Cephas,
855 f.; to the Twelve, 856; to the 
500 brethren, 856 f.; to James, 857 ; 
from whom did he “ receive ” these 
reports, 857 f.; value of his evidence, 
858 f.; his own vision of Jesus, 861 f .; 
his conversion not attributed to this 
vision, 864 f.; representation of it in 
Acts, 867 f .; his conversion accord
ing to Acts, 871 f .; his evidence 
for the Resurrection inadequate, 
872 f.; date of his information, 
883 f.; effect of time upon memory, 
885 f.; his vision subjective, 892 f.; 
his preparation for it, 893 f.; his 
Visions and Revelations, 895 f.; his 
apotheosis of Jesus, 901.

Peter, the Gospel of, the Akhmlm frag
ment, 207 f.

Philo Judaeus considers stars spiritual 
beings, 6: ; his Logos doctrine,
444 f., 450 f., 454 f.; his account of 
Moses giving the Law, 785 f.

Polycarp, Epistle of, 175 f.; alleged 
references to Synoptics, 178 f.; 
alleged evidence for fourth Gospel,
4 4 5  f-

Powell, Prof. Baden, on Deity working 
miracles, 43 f .; not miracles but nar
rative of them now in question, 118. 

Pressense, de, on the Gift of Tongues, 
786.

Proselytes to Judaism, 653 f. 
Ptolemaeus and Heracleon, date of, 

408 f.; Tischendorfs arguments on, 
409’ f .; refuted, 411 f.; alleged 
references to Synoptics, 420 f.; no 
evidence for fourth Gospel, 5(36 f.

Resurrection and Ascension, evi
dence of the Gospels, 808 f.; evi
dence of Paul, 851 f.; evidence in
adequate, 872 f.; theory of survival 
or “ Scheintod,” 875 fi; the Vision 
hypothesis, 877 f.; effects of time 
on memory, 883 f.; mental prepara
tion of the Twelve and Paul for 
belief in, 886 f.; on the third day,
889 f.; effect of Prophetic Gnosis,
890 {.; Jesus only appeared to be
lievers, 891 f.; argument that they 
were proclaimed without refutation,
898 f.; disbelieved at the time,
899 f.

S a n d a y , Dr., on Marcion’s Gospel, 
361 f.; on evidence of Paul for 
miracles, 756 f., 801 f.

Scott, Sir Walter, on vision of Byron,
879 f-

Shepherd of Hermas, 148; has no 
quotations, 148 f.; statements re
garding it in Canon of Muratori, 
430 f.; alleged references to fourth 
Gospel, 436 f.

Stanley, Dean, on state of things in 
Apostolic age, 775, n. 1 ; on state 
of Corinth, 779, n. I.

Stephen, Martyrdom of, in Acts, 659f.; 
no evidence elsewhere of his exist
ence, 661 f.; his trial, 662 f.; based 
on that of Jesus, 663 f.; speech 
examined, 665 f.; speech composed 
by author of Acts, 670 f.

T a t i a n , cosmical theories of, 72 ; 
account of him, 366 f.; alleged 
references to the Synoptics, 366 f.; 
date of his literary career, 368 f.; 
his Diatessaron, 370 f.; statements 
of Eusebius, 370 f.; of Epiphanius,
371 (.; called by some Gospel of 
the Hebrews, 371 f.; Harmony of 
Gospels by Ammonius, 371, 373 (■; 
Theodoret confiscates Diatessaron,
372 ft; statements in Doctrine of 
Addai, 372 f.; reference of Victor 
of Capua to it, 373 f .; he calls it 
Diafente, 374 ; reference by Bar- 
Ali, 374; by Bar-Salibi, 375; 
Rendel Harris on fragment of Bar- 
Hebrceus, 375; Commentary on 
Diatessaron by Mar Ephrem, 375 f.; 
language of Diatessaron, 376; 
Epnrem’s Commentary published, 
376; was it on Tatian’s Diatessaron,
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376 f.; Victor of Capua’s Latin 
Harmony, 376 f.; Hemphill on 
Victor of Capua, 377 j was it 
Tatian’s Diatessaron, 377 f.; Arabic 
MSS. purporting to be Diatessaron,
377 f.; discrepancies, 378 f.; Rendel 
Harris on Arabic Diatessaron, 380; 
Zahn’s opinion, 380 f.; Harnack’s, 
380 ; Resch’s, 380; value of D ia
tessaron as evidence, 381 ; alleged 
references to fourth Gospel in 
Address to the Greeks, 500 f. ; 
his Logos doctrine not that of 
fourth Gospel, 501 f.; value of evi
dence of Diatessaron for fourth 
Gospel, 504 f.

Taylor, Dr., on Teaching of the 
Twelve Apostles, 149, 151, 441.

Teaching of the Twelve Apostles, 
149 f.; supposed early references to, 
149 f.; dissertation on the “ Two 
Ways,” iso f .;  date, r 5 r f., 153 f.; 
Dr. Lightfoot on, 151 ; its relation 
to Epistle of Barnabas and Shepherd 
of Hennas, 151 f.; relation toother 
works, 152 f.; was it quoted by 
Clement as Scripture, 152 f.; alleged 
references to Synoptics examined, 
154 f.; alleged references to fourth j 
Gospel, 440 f.; Hebraisms of Eucha- | 
ristic prayers pointed out by Dr. 1 
Taylor and Rendel Harris, 441.

Tertullian, evidential value of miracles, ! 
9, n. 1 ; cosmical theories, 73 f.; j 
on change of sex of animals, 82 ; on J 
Marcioivs Antitheses, 346 f.; his j 
Epistle to Romans did not contain 
passage giving precedence to Jews, 
7 3 4 -

Theodoret on Tatian’s Diatessaron, 
3 7 * f.

Trench, Archbishop, evidential value 
of miracles, 10 f.; analysis of 
miracles, 19 f.; exemption from law 
of gravitation a lost prerogative of 
men, 32, n. 1 ; on demoniacal

possession at present day, 85 f.; 
miraculous power in Church, when 
withdrawn, 93 f.

Tuke, Dr., instances of ideational im
pression on Sensorium, 879 f., 881.

Vai.entinus, alleged references to 
Synoptics, 330 f.; unwarrantable 
statements of Tischendorf, 330 f.; 
system of reference of Hippolytus, 
330 f.; references of Irenaeus, 332 f .; 
references not to, but to school, 332 
f.; unwarrantable statements of Dr. 
Westcott, 333 f.; alleged references 
examined, 334 f .; who made alleged 
references, 337 f .; alleged refer
ences to fourth Gospel, 498 f.

Vienne and Lyons, Epistle of, 404 f.; 
alleged references to Synoptics, 
405 f.; alleged references to fourth 
Gospel, 506.

W e stc o tt, Dr., on a Personal God, 
41, n. 2 ; on uncritical character of 
first two centuries, 286, n. I ; on 
seven doubtful books of the Canon, 
753 ; his Gospel of the Resurrection, 
803, n. 2 ; on inscriptions on the 
Cross, 810 ; on various narratives of 
the Resurrection, 847,  n. 2; exist
ence of a Christian society the 
strongest evidence for the Resurrec
tion, 873 f.

Wette, de, on authorship of fourth 
Gospel and Apocalypse, 512.

Witchcraft, belief in, 86 f.; proscribed 
by Church and State, 87 f.; belief 
now dispelled, 89 f.

Wordsworth, Dr., on the Acts of the 
Apostles, 587, n. 6.

Xenophanes of Colophon, on God,
44.

Zeller, on the Gift of Tongues, 783 f.
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