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tion, especially in the second series of sittings,
as to preclude fraud on the part of the Sen-
gitive, collusion with confederates in or outside the
circle, or trickery on the part of the sitters. .he
hypothesis of collective hypnotism, advanced by some
people who are ignorant of the A B C of psychic mat-
ters, being unworthy of serious consideration, and
being at once set at maught by such objective evi-
dence to the contrary, as seen in the apports, still
preserved, as well as in the records of intellectual
- phases; then, unless we who have applied these
rigid tests—and whose names and addresses shall,
as I have already stated, be given to any honest
inquirer who applies to the publisher—are (including
sceptics associated with us), one and all liars and
impostors, such testimony as herein recorded should
be regarded as quite as important, as absolute and as
worthy of credence, as human testimony can well
be. :

On the other hand, our reliability not being ques-
tioned, if the thoroughness of our applied tests or
of any one of them be granted, then, even regardless
of further heaped-up evidence of a conclusive nature,
in expected as well as spontaneous phenomena, in
broad daylight and full artificial light, and regard-
less also of the independent testimony, herein given,
of a gentleman deputed to confound the Sensitive
by springing upon him: a most ingeniously conceived
test of a crucial nature—a test which signally failed
in the object for which it was designed, and which
it was confidently predicted to achieve—every reas-
onable person must admit that, with such an array
of overwhelmingly convincing evidence, we have
driven home to the hilt proof of the occult character
of the phenomena witnessed by us.

For my part, in critically and, I hope, fairly an-
alysing, from various standpoints, the phenomena
detailed, I have been engaged in a subject which,
during a close investigation of it for more than
twelve years, has been to me of exceptional interest,
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not alone because of its scientific bearings, and be-
cause of the glimpse of the marvellous which it un-
folds, but also, and chiefly, because through it only
did I hope to obtain, as I have at length obtained,
actual knowledge of an eternal hereafter for the seif
that is in me.

My only regret is that I am compelled to write
over a nom-de-plume. In an age of boasted toler-
ation, it is regrettable that one’s bread and butter
should be affected bv one’s open investigation into
that which is the only means of solving here below
the greatest problem that can exercise the human
mind, the momentous question of individual immor-
tality. While this stupidly antagonistic and unchar-
itable attitude in regard to spiritualistic evidences
and investigators thereof might be intelligible 1n
those whose coarse material instincts even the edu-
cative process cannot refine, it is quite unintelligibls
in the quasi refined classes, and more especially in
churchmen whose Bible proclaims charity, and teems
with instances of spirit communion. As the late
Rev. Mr. Haweis forcibly remarked : “Use your Bibie
and use your brains when the facts of spiritualism
come before you, for they all fit in, in a very extraor-
dinary manner, with the general mechanism and
theory of the Christian religion. . . . All the Bible
is full of spiritual manifestations—mighty rushing
winds, tongues of fire, trances, automatic writings,
visions and appearances of the dead, moments of high
inspiration, power of healing and divine impulses,
which made people act with a strength and ability
beyond their ordinary capacities.”

WHAT IS THE GOOD OF IT!?

What special benefit is derived from psychical ve-
search? A very common question, and, to my mind,
a very absurd one. '

If such an investigation be entered into and fol-
‘owed up from a natural a scientific interest in an
obscure subject, then the ultimate recognition of the
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genuineness of astounding phenomena, to account for
which, on scientific grounds, transcends present-day
knowledge—such recognition necessarily bringing
with it the suggestion of laws governing spiritual as
well as material science; laws the nature and opera-
tion of which might yet be possible of discovery—
must of itself be a keen intellectual stimulus. If,
at the same time, the investigator be of that mental
calibre which revels in speculative inquiry, includ-
ing that very natural inquiry into the great ques-
tion of individual immortality, can it be said that
the effort to obtain precise knowledge in that import-
ant direction is not of itself reasonable and good?

And in those instances, not by any means few,
in -which an investigation, begun in scepticism, end-
ed in conviction; an Inquiry originating under the
cold shadow of doubt or actual disbelief in things
spiritual, went on, step by step, until, at length,
the carnest searcher came into the sunshine of know-
ledge of a future life; who can reasonably ask in
such a case, " where is the good?’

It appears to me that such a question cannot be
put seriously, except by the densely ignorant, or by
those who are yet in an extremely low state of spirit-
ual evolution.

A recognition of the truth of spirit-communion
brings with it a sense of comfort which can best be
appreciated by those who, like myself, have by force cf
cumulative evidence and close reasoning, at last
emerged from a condition of barren and comfortless

agnosticism.
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