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Xtbe %tfc of tbe Soul.
Address Inspired by Spirit John Pierpont, the Guide of Mrs* M ary  

T. Longley, Secretary of The N ational Spiritualist Association of 

the United States and Canada delivered before T he First Associa

tion of Spiritualists of W ashington, D. C., Sunday, N ov. 8, 1903.

The subject se lec ted  fo r  o u r   ̂ d is 
course at th is tim e  w a s  ch o sen  w ith  a  
desire to teach  you s o m e th in g  con
cerning the soul, an d , th e re fo re ,  w e 
have phrased it, “T h e  L ife  o f th e  
Soul.”

Numerous d efin itio n s h a v e  been  
given of the w ord  “s o u l” by  d iffe re n t 
schools of th o u g h t a n d  v a r io u s  te a c h 
ers in our own ra n k s  of th e  s p i r i tu a l  
philosophy, and  th e  in te i^ r e ta t io n  w e 
shall give m ay d iffer so m e w h a t fro m  
that with w hich you  h a v e  becom e fa 
miliar, because m a n y  of o u r  p u b lic  
teachers—and p e rh a p s  m a n y  of th o se  
who are unseen by m o r ta l  eye b u t  
who inspire th o se  te a c h e rs  f ro m  tim e  
to time—have in te rp re te d  th e  w o rd  
soul to mean th e  h u m a n  e n t i ty  a s  i t  
is under the  co n d itio n s  a n d  p ro cesses  
of developed in te llig en ce , a c t iv i ty  a n d  
consciousness. P e rso n a lly  w e do n o t  
accept th is defin ition , a n d  w ill  e x p la in  
why.

THE M EA N IN G  O F SOUL.
What ,these te a c h e rs  c la im  to  he 

the soul, in the  d e v e lo p em en t a n d  p e r 
fection of the  p r in c ip le s  o f l i f e  as 
manifested th ro u g h  in te llig e n c e , con 
sciousness and  a c tiv ity , w e p e rs o n a l
ly claim to he a  s p i r i tu a l  e n t i ty ;  a n d  
the soul we in te rp r e t  a s  so m e th in g

in d e p e n d e n t in  a  m e a su re , y e t  e n t i r e ly  
a n d  a lw a y s  p e rm e a tin g , in f i l t r a t in g  
a n d  a n im a t in g  th is  body  o r  th e  fo rm  
o f s p i r i t  life . T o  o u r  m in d , so u l is  
th e  e s se n tia l  p r in c ip le , th e  e sse n c e  o f  
a l l  l ife  t h a t  a n im a te s  t h i s  a g g re g a t io n  
o f e le m e n ts , fo rces a n d  a c t iv i t ie s  
w h ic h  y o u  ca ll th e  h u m a n  b e in g .

A s w e h a v e  le a rn e d  in  o u r  s tu d ie s  
u p o n  th e  s p i r i t  s id e  o f l i f e  a n d  n o w  
u n d e rs ta n d  it, th e  so u l m ay  be l ik e n e d  
to  A  F L A M E  O F L IG H T , b r i l l i a n t  a n d  
b e a u tifu l  in  a p p e a ra n c e , i f  y o u  c o u ld  
beh o ld  i t — p o te n tia l  i n  i ts  p o w e r—  
a n d  t h a t  p r in c ip le  w h ic h , c o m in g  in  
c o n ta c t w ith  th e  u n iv e rs e  o f a c t iv i ty ,  
g a th e r s  to  i ts e l f  th e  e le m e n ts , fo rc e s , 
p a r t ic le s  a n d  a to m s  w h ic h  a re  n e c e s 
s a ry  fo r  th e  b u ild in g  u p  o f fo rm . 
T h e  soul-flam e a t t r a c t s  to  i t s e l f  th e s e  
m a g n e tic  fo rces a n d  e le m e n ts , a n d  is  
th e  e le c tr i fy in g  fo rce  w h ic h  p e rm e a te s  
a ll  life . T h is  is  o u r  c o n c lu s io n , a f t e r  
g iv in g  c lose  s tu d y  to  th e  s u b je c t  fo r  
m a n y  y e a rs .

V IV IF Y IN G  L IG H T .
W e a re  t a u g h t  t h a t  th e  g r e a t  so u rc e  

o f a ll  l i f e  a n d  b e in g  is  i t s e l f  l ig h t—  
g lo r ify in g , v iv ify in g  l ig h t— t h a t  p e r 
m e a te s  a l l  b e in g — th e  e n t i r e  u n iv e r s e  
— a n d  m a k e s  i t s  p o w e r fe l t .  T h a t  
th e  so u l o f h u m a n i ty  is  th e  o ffsp r in g



of that central fount and source of 
all ligh t; that this great central sun  
—if  we may so call it— conta ins the  
potency of a ll in te lligen ce  and activ 
ity  and all the various princip les  
which we understand by the term s  
love, truth, w isdom  and power; and 
this lum inous central force produced  
that which we call th e  soul life  of sen
tient, conscious being as m anifested  
not only in  th e  form  of m an but in  
various form s and degrees in  th is  life  
w ith w hich you are fam iliar. Em er
son has m ost beautifu ly  addressed the  
infinite life  as the “O versoul”—  
grand, g lorious and g lor ify in g— brood
ing upon th e  w aters o f the great deep; 
and above a ll th at the un iverse con
tains, perm eating these w ith  its  life- 
giving force.

THOUGHT OF TH E EARLY MAN.

In ancient days i t  w as th e  custom  
for the early  m an to w orship the sun  
as the great lum inary of life  itse lf , 
as the v iv ify in g  force of a ll being, and, 
know ing noth in g  of the in terior qual
ities of sp iritua l life , th is  p rim itive  
man, rea liz ing  th e  potency of th e  sun  
in its  course, bowed before it  and  
made sacrifices to th a t grand central 
power o f ligh t. In  th is  th ere  is  a 
substance and form  of truth , for even  
prim itive m an, groping for an under
standing of nature and o f h is  own life  
and being, w as in tu it iv e  in  m any di
rections. H e fe lt  the force of life , ye t  
could not in terp ret it. H e fe lt  the  
m ystical q u a lities of its  v iv ify in g  pow
er, but did not realize w hence it  cam e. 
Starting w ith in  h im  w ere the e lem en ts  
of adoration and w orsh ip  of som eth in g  
w hich he could not take up in  h is  
hands or com e in contact w ith  in  h is  
rude existence, in  th e  v a ry in g  form s  
and conditions of m ateria l l i f e : B u t
th e  greatest pow er, th e  gran d est ex 
pression of force and of beauty, of 
helpfu lness to  h im se lf and people, he  
saw in  the rays o f the sun.

PRIM ITIVE MAN V IE W IN G  N A 
TUR E.

In  th e  spring, he beheld th e  frozen  
w aters of the deep breaking up and  
changing form  and m an ifesta tion ,

com ing into active life and iê  ' 
forth in beauty to satisfy hig ! 
he beheld the ground, arid and p : 
and dark as it had been, sprine?̂  - 
up w ith  beautiful flowers, which I  
ered it w ith a carpet of splendor, j? 
realized that here was a principle # 
life  w hich though he did not under * 
stand m ust have .been helped into % \ 
pression by the warming and vivify, 
in g  rays of th is grand sun. And % If, 
as sum m er came upon him with iti 
w arm th and grandeur, with its blush 
and bloom and beauty, giving to him 
the products of nature, he also recog. 
nized that the power came from above 
and that the sun of light with it* 
splendor and heat had the power to 
produce th is wonderful effect.

So w ith  autumn and her produc
tions. This man turned naturally to 
th e  source of the heat and power, to 
the fru ctify ing source of life itself, as 
he beheld it  in nature’s works, and 
gave reverence to it  as one gives rev
erence to that which is more glorious , 
and grand than he can reach.

The prim itive man received within 
h im self the thought of something great 
and glorious and all-powerful; and, as I 
we have observed, he was intuitive- 
he fe lt these conditions and the spir
itu a l im pulse within, and expressed a  
them  as best he could.

T he soul, we claim, IS A FLAME 
O F L IG H T ; or, we might say, that 
i t  in  it s  incipience—before if has 
reached out through human expression 
and experience— is a point of light 
a spark of brilliancy so glorious that 
it  w ould dazzle your mortal eyes 
could you behold it. Even the point 
of ligh t, that is a soul principle-an 
elem en t of power that permeates or is 
invested  w ith in  the lowest form of hu
m an being that you can imagine- 
w ould, w ere it  withdrawn and revealed 
to  your m ortal sight, appear so bril
lia n t and dazzling that you could not 
behold it  clearly, could not realize Its 
potency.

W H EN C E COME HUMAN SOULS?

W hence come these points of light 
w h ich  w e call human souls? W  
sh a ll say? W hat finite mind can



Interpret and exp la in  th e  so u rc e  of 
being? When m ind  can  re a c h  o u t a n d  
conle in contact w ith  th e  c e n tra l  
source of all pow er a n d  in te llig e n c e  
and explain the  in fin ite  w o n d e rs  o f life  
itself, and from  w hence  th e s e  soul- 
germs come, th a t  m in d  is  in f in ite  a n d  
can not come in  c o n ta c t w ith  fin ite  
life to give in te llig en t u n d e rs ta n d in g  
of these wondrous w o rk s . T h e re fo re , 
we do not claim  to  e x p la in  w hence  
these soul-germs com e— th e s e  p o in ts  
of brilliancy th a t  a r e  d e s tin e d  to  
flame on and on th ro u g h  one fo rm  of 
expression and an o th e r, v iv ify in g  an d  
revivifying hum an  e n ti t ie s  u n t i l  th e y  
also become Godlike in  p o w er a n d  ex
pression. But th is  w e do b e liev e ; t h a t  

I they come from  th e  in f in ite  so u rc e  of 
all being—the O versoul— th e  c e n tra l  
light that we call God.

I It matters no t by w h a t n a m e  w e re v 
erence or call th a t  w h ic h  is  in f in ite ;  
it matters not if  you, on th e  one  h a n d ,

I are pleased to te rm  i t  N a tu re , a n d  sa y : 
“I worship N ature, a n d  m y  re lig io n  is  
the religion of n a tu r a l i s m ;” o r  if  you, 
on the other hand , sa y : “ I b e liev e  in  

|  God. I worship th e  S u p re m e  B e in g — 
my ideal. My idea  of in f in itu d e  is  of 
a grand, suprem e in te llig en c e , m a je s 
tic, magnificent in  e x p re ss io n  an d  pow- 

j er.” It m atters n o t by  w h a t  te rm  th a t  
great central source of l ig h t  is  called . 
We believe th a t  a ll reco g n ize  in tu i-  

I  tively, instinctively, t h a t  th e r e  is  a  su- 
■ preme power p e rm e a tin g  th is  u n iv e rse  

of ours and th a t  design , o rd e r , g ra n d 
eur of expression a re  m a n ife s t  on  ev- 

I  ery hand.
One can not look o u t in to  th e  s ta r ry  

night and behold th e  m a g n if ic e n t d is 
play of the heavens, re a l iz in g  how  

|  these stars and  w o rld s  o u tn u m b e r  a ll  
human conception of fig u res , a n d  be
lieve that th is  is  a ll  by  ch an ce , a n d  
that there is no h a n d  of d es ig n , no 
infinite mind, sp re a d in g  o u t  th e s e  g lo 
ries to your view  a n d  m a rk in g  each  
world, each s ta r  an d  each  sy s te m  w ith  

I its own power fo r th e  g ra n d e u r  o f e te r 
nal expression an d  of be in g . 

MANIFESTATION O P D E S IG N .
| One can not w a lk  fo r th  in  th e  fie lds 
I of nature, w hen th e  sp r in g -tim e  

spreads her g a rm e n ts  of v e rd u re

ab ro ad , a n d  r ip p lin g  w a te rs  te ll  o f life , 
b e a u ty  a n d  h a rm o n y  on e v e ry  h a n d ;  
w h e n  th e  su m m e r tim e  w ith  ru d d y  
g low  p re se n ts  h e r  b e a u tie s  to  y o u r  
in sp e c tio n  an d  g ives you th e  color, th e  
r ic h n e ss , th e  g lo ry  o f a  p e rfe c tio n  
w h ich  m an  can  n o t p o r t r a y ;  o r  w h en  
a u tu m n  tim e  re v e a ls  h e r  f ru i ta g e  u p 
on  th e  bough , h e r  sp le n d o r  a n d  r ic h 
n e ss  upon  th e  h illto p s  a n d  in  th e  v a l
ley s ; o r even w hen  w in te r ’s snow  a n d  
ice  a re  on every  h a n d  lo ck in g  th e  
s tre a m le ts  an d  c lo u d in g  th e  w ay sid e  
w ith  th e  fe a th e ry  snow — one can  n o t  
behold  an y  of th is  p a n o ra m a  of th e  
seasons a n d  believe  th a t  i t  does n o t  
m a n ife s t  design . T h e  p a ss in g  se a so n s  
show  beyond  th e  shadow  of a  d o u b t 
t h a t  design , o rd er, u t i l i ty , a n d  a ll  t h a t  
goes to  m ak e  th e  m a n ife s ta t io n s  of 
in te llig e n c e  a re  p o rtra y e d  th e re  by  n a 
tu r e ’s w orks , an d  th e re fo re  i t  m a t te r s  
n o t w h e th e r  you  say  i t  is  “ law ,” o r  
“ in fin ite  fo rce ,” o r “d iv in e  in te l l i 
gence,” o r “n a tu re  w o rk in g  th ro u g h  
th e  v a rio u s  fo rm s of ex p ress io n ,” o r  
“ G o d ;” i t  is  a ll  one an d  th e  sam e: th e  
S P IR IT , g ran d , b e a u tifu l, m a je s tic , 
m a n ife s tin g  pow er th ro u g h  ev ery  a to m  
a n d  by every  m a n n e r  of m a n ife s ta tio n .

T h e  life  o f th e  soul is  t h a t  w h ic h  
th is  p o in t of l ig h t—t h i s  su p rem e  b r i l 
lia n ce  o f w h ich  we sp eak — g a in s  fo r  
i ts e lf  in  u n fo ld in g  processes, th ro u g h  
d iffe ren t fo rm s an d  m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f 
b e in g  w h ic h  w e ca ll h u m an , a n d  
w h ic h  be long  to  th e  v a rio u s  p la n e s  o f 
ex is tence .
SOUL. G ER M S AS P R E S E N T E D  TO 

SOME.
L e t u s  te ll  you  how  th e  sou l g e rm  

a p p e a rs  to  th e  s p i r i t  eye. T h e re  a re  
sp ir i ts , h u m a n  be ings w ho h a v e  p assed  
o u t from  th e  m o r ta l;  you  a re  a l l  s p ir 
i t s  encased  in  m o rta l  flesh, b u t  w e a re  
sp e a k in g  of som e w ho h av e  p a sse d  o u t 
f ro m  th e  m o r ta l  a n d  w h o  a re  a p a r t  
f ro m  th e  co n d itio n s  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ts  
o f th e  m a te r ia l  life . T h e re  a r e  m a n y  
s p i r i ts  w ho h a v e  n e v e r  seen  a  sou l 
g e rm ; th e y  k n o w  n o th in g  a b o u t it, 
a n d  if  a sk ed  c o n c e rn in g  th e  sam e  
w ou ld  be p a rd o n a b le  i f  th e y  c la im ed  
th a t  th e re  is  n o th in g  of th e  k in d , be
cau se  th e y  do n o t  see a n d  h a v e  n o t
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come in  con tac t w ith  them . Som e 
day, undoub ted ly , those  v e ry  in d iv id 
u a ls  w ill hav e  so advanced  th a t  th e y  
w ill see and  recognize  th e se  e lem en ts  
and  fo rm s w hich  we ca ll th e  “sou l 
germ s.” O thers—m a n y  of w hom  a re  
h igh  tea ch e rs— a re  fa m ilia r  w ith  
th em ; T H E Y  A R E  G U ID E S, IF  W E  
MAY U SE T H E  T E R M S, A N D  SOM E 
OF T H E M  H A V E A N U M B E R  O F 
T H E S E  SOUL G ERM S IN  C H A R G E, 
D IR E C T IN G  T H E M  H E R E  AND 
T H E R E  BY M A G N ETIC  W IL L  
FORCE, AND T H E N  B R IN G IN G  
TH EM  IN TO  CONTACT W IT H  H U 
MAN L IV E S  ON E A R T H  BY AN D 
THROUGH W H IC H  T H E Y  A R E  TO 
GAIN E X P R E S S IO N  ON T H E  MOR
TAL PL A N E .

Now, th en , we w ill d e sc rib e  a s  w ell 
as we can  how  a  sou l g e rm  
ap p ea rs  to  a  s p i r i t  in te llig en c e  
who beholds it. B u t you  m u s t 
rem em ber th a t  in  d e sc rib in g  a n y th in g  
belonging  to  th e  s p ir i tu a l  s ta te s  o u t
side of m a t te r  w e a re  obliged  to  m ak e  
use of y o u r te rm s  a n d  ex p ress io n s , 
your language, y o u r s im ile s , a n d  a ll 
th a t  you can  u n d e rs ta n d , because  w ere  
we n o t to  do so, t h a t  w h ich  w e w ould  
try  to  in te rp re t  to  you w ould  be fo r
eign, as i f  spoken  in  som e dead  la n 
guage w hich  you could  n o t possib ly  
u n d e rs tan d ; th e re fo re , in  u s in g  y o u r 
term s of exp ress io n  you w ill a t  once 
concede th a t  i t  is  n o t poss ib le  fo r  th e  
sp ir i t  to  g ive  fu ll  d e sc rip tio n  of th a t  
w hich appea ls to  one on th e  o th e r  side  
of life  w h e re  w e a re  n o t  confined to  
m o rta l p h raseo lo g y  a n d  a re  n o t 
obliged to  m ak e  u se  of te rm s  w hich 
a re  of th e  e a r th  e a rth y .

SOUL G ERM S D E S C R IB E D .

T hen  we sh a ll say  th a t  a  sou l g e rm  
a p p ea rs  to be lik e  a  b r i l l ia n t  p o in t of 
lig h t, sc in tilla tin g , sp a rk lin g , a n d  th a t  
i t  is covered o r  enveloped  by  a  w h ite , 
vapory  su b s tan ce  th a t  i s  v e ry  c le a r  
and  b eau tifu l, o f a  m ilk -w h ite  co lor. 
W hen th is  f irs t a p p ea rs  to  th e  s ig h t  o f 
a  s p ir i t  i t  is som ew hat in  th e  fo rm  of 
a  sm all fig, an d  in  th e  c e n te r  o f th a t  
substance  is  th e  p o in t o f l ig h t  w h ich  
is rea lly  t h e  soul-flam e, o r th e  p r in c i
ple—essence— of life . W hen  w e ca ll 
an y th in g  th e  essence o r e sse n tia l q u a l

ity , w e m ean  th a t  which is t he* '  
v ita liz in g , th a t  which is the mow1'10’* 
e rfu l, th a t  w hich  is the all in all1*0*- 
th a t  w h ich  produces the p a iti^  
su b s ta n c e  o r object of interest T?fTbessence of th e  flower is its perfmg. 
its  s p ir i t—and  because of that esgea 
th e  flow er is odorous to you an^ 
th in g  of p leasure . a

T he soul principle, then, or thi 
p o in t of l ig h t—which is the v iv i f y j nU 
pow er enveloped in this vapory ^  
s ta n ce  an d  sh in in g  brilliantly througjj 
th e  sam e— h a s  attached to it these ele. 
m e n ts  and  forces, magnetic in charac
te r , from  th e  atmosphere and the cog. 
d itio n s  o f life  around it, and formed 
th is  envelop for its  sustenance and 
p ro tec tio n . T h is substance of a mag
n e tic  c h a ra c te r  m ay be likened to the 
su b stan ce  surround ing  the germ of an 
aco rn . N a tu re ’s work is true and ex- i 
a c t in  its  processes of upbuilding and 
un fo ld in g , and  As tru e  and exact in its 
p rocesses of build ing  up a human enti
ty  a n d  b rin g in g  forth into expression ‘ 
th e  h u m an  being th a t we know as a 
co-o rd ination  of the forces and ele
m en ts , o r  sp ir i t  and mind—of intelli
gence, consciousness and expression- j 
as i t  is in  bu ild ing  up the oak tree from 
th e  t in y  germ , which the acorn con
ta in s . W e deal w ith  scientific problems 
w hen  we deal w ith  the soul life—with 
th e  sp ir i tu a l being—and when we deal 
w ith  th e  ex te rn a l form and its mani
fe s ta tio n s  here  in  material life.

GROW TH OF SOUL GERM.

So n a tu re  is working in her own 
b e a u tifu l w ay—Nature, God, Intelli- | 
gence. F orce—w hatever you may call 
i t— is do ing  th is  work, and the soul- 
flam e se n t ou t in to  the universe from 
its  c e n tra l  source of light, gathers to 
i ts e lf— fo r i t  h as w ithin the power to 
a t t r a c t  th e  m agnetic elements and 
fo rce s  to  fo rm  th is  covering of which j 
w e speak . Opening the acorn which 
la y s  in  y o u r hand you perceive the 
t in y  germ  w ith in ; you know that 
g e rm  is th e  life  of the plant, that it 
is  to  un fo ld , to grow, to come into p  
p re ss io n ; and  th e  substance around 
th a t  g e rm , w hich you behold as the 
n u t, is  th a t  w hich the germ will f®̂  
upon  d u r in g  th e  processes and waiting

i



time of nature , w hen  i t  is  c o v e red  b y  
the soil, before i t  h a s  g a th e re d  th e  
strength and pow er to  m a n if e s t  i ts e lf  
by coming above th e  s u r f a c e  o f th e  
earth as a tin y  e x p re ss io n . Y ou  op en  
a grain of corn an d  you  find  th e  g e rm  
there surrounded by  a  m ilk y  su b s ta n c e  
which it has to feed  u p o n  u n t i l  i t  g a th 
ers strength to  p u t  o u t i t s  ro o t le ts  a n d  
become a s ta lk  w h ich  s h a ll  b e a r  e a rs  
of corn for yo u r s u s te n a n c e  a n d  g r a t 
ification. So w ith  th e  so u l l i f e ;  i t  is 
along the sam e e x a c t p ro c e sse s  u n t i l  
the soul ga thers i t s  fo rc e s  a n d  com es 
into expression.

As we have sa id , th i s  so u l-g e rm  a p 
pears like a p o in t of b r i l l i a n t  l ig h t  in  
the midst of th is  m a g n e tic  su b s ta n c e  
which it has fo r i t s  s u p p o r t ;  t h a t  i t  
is in form som ew hat l ik e  a  s m a ll  fig, 
and by and by th i s  s u b s ta n c e  in c re a s 
es; instead of d e c re a s in g  i t  g a th e r s  to  
itself new e lem en ts  fjrom th e  a tm o s 
phere and th is  in c re a se s  i ts  size, b u t  
it retains the  sam e sh ap e , a n d  a f te r  a  
time it comes to  look  so m e th in g  lik e  
a beautiful pear, on ly  i t  is  s t i l l  o f a  
white, vapory a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  su b 
stance. The p o in t of l ig h t  fee d s— so 
to speak—upon th is  m a g n e tic  e n v e l
op; it abso.bs i t ;  th u s  th e  l ig h t  g ro w s 
in size and pow er, a n d  d ev e lo p s  new  
possibilities—ra th e r  i t  is p u t t in g  o u t 
its potency, for, co m in g  f ro m  th e  
great principle of a ll  l ig h t  a n d  be in g , 
it must be charged  w ith  p o te n t ia l  q u a l
ities, with e le c tr ify in g  fo rc e ; a n d  as 
it feeds upon th is  m a g n e tic  su p p ly  
which is of i ts  ow n  i t  d evelops a n d  
throws out g re a te r  b e a u ty  a n d  pow er, 
until by and by, fo llo w in g  th e  la w  of 
attraction, ju s t as su re ly  a s  a ll  th in g s  
in life m ust fo llow  t h a t  sam e  o m n ip o 
tent law, th is  sou l g e rm  is  sw e p t in to  
the atmosphere a lo n g  th e  c u r r e n t s  of 
expression of som e h u m a n  b e in g  u p o n  
this mortal p lan e ; in  t h i s  m a g n e tic  
environment o r  a u r a  i t  b eco m es a b 
sorbed, and th e n  w ill com e th e  p ro 
cesses of gesta tion  a n d  of g ro w th  in  a  
material sense. T h e  so u l b eco m es a b 
sorbed by th is  co -o rd in a tio n  of fo rc e s  
that is c reating  a  m o r ta l  fo rm , and  
when the life p r in c ip le s— th e  p o s itiv e  
and negative e lem en ts— a re  b len d e d  to 
gether, th is soul ge rm , se e k in g  e x p re s 
sion through th e se  o u tly in g  fo rm s.

com es in to  a c tiv e  c o n sc io u s  l if e  on  
e a r th .

L I F E  O F  T H E  SO U L.

T h is  is  th e  l i f e  of th e  so u l, a s  f a r  
a s  w e can  fo llo w  i t  to  th e  m o r ta l  s t a te ;  
b u t th e  life  o f th e  so u l, w e  m ig h t  say , 
is  o n ly  ju s t  b e g u n ; t h a t  is, p ro v id e d  
th a t  sou l g e rm  com es f re s h  f ro m  th e  
in f in ite  l ife  to  th e  m o r ta l  s t a te  o f 
e a r th . I t  m a y  h a v e  p a sse d  th r o u g h  
v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f e x p re ss io n  in  o th e r  
w o rld s , on  o th e r  p la n e ts ;  w e do  n o t  
know .

T h e re  a r e  th o se  w h ic h  h a v e , a n d  
w h ic h  do n o t com e in  t h a t  so u l g e rm  
o r  fo rm  of w h ic h  w e sp e a k ; b u t  w e  
a re  co n fin in g  o u r  d e sc r ip tio n  to  th e  
sou l g e rm  w e h a v e  re a so n  to  su p p o se  
h a s  h a d  no  e x p re ss io n  th ro u g h  a n y  
fo rm  of a c t iv i ty  a n d  co n sc io u sn ess  o f 
w h ich  w e can  becom e a w are . T h e re 
fo re  i t  h a s  now  com e in to  t h e  o u te r  
m a n ife s ta t io n  of life  on e a r th . I t  h a s  
th e  p o w er to  v iv ify  a n d  a n im a te  th i s  
c o -o rd in a tio n  of e le m e n ts  a n d  a to m s , 
s p i r i tu a l  im p u lse s  an d  m a g n e tic  fo rce s , 
w h ich  w e c a ll a  h u m a n  e n ti ty .  A ll 
th i s  a g g re g a tio n  of fo rces  h a s  b u i l t  u p  
a  m o r ta l  fo rm  a n d  th is  fo rm  is  e n 
dow ed w ith  v a r io u s  q u a li t ie s  a n d  p o w 
e rs , p a r t ly  d ra w n  fro m  th e  s p i r i tu a l ,  • 
la rg e ly  d ra w n  fro m  th e  m a te r ia l  l ife .

P A R E N T A L  L IF E  A N D  A N C E S T R Y .
A s th e  sou l com es in to  c o n ta c t  w i th  

th is  m a g n e tic  life  of th e  p a re n ta g e ,  
b e in g  se n s it iv e  a n d  su b je c te d  to  v a r i 
ous v ib ra to ry  fo rces, i t  com es a lso  u n 
d e r  th e  in fluence  o f t h a t  w h ic h  b e lo n g s  
to  th e  p a re n ta l  life , c o n se q u e n tly  a s  i t  
ta k e s  upon  its e lf  th e se  v a ry in g  c o n d i
tio n s  of m a te r ia l i ty  i t  a lso , ta k e s  u p o n  
its e lf  in  a  m e a su re  th o se  q u a li t ie s  
w h ic h  b e lo n g  to  th e  p a re n ta l  l if e  a n d  
even  to  a n c e s try — th e se  v ib r a to ry  fo r 
ces w o rk in g  th ro u g h  a n d  u p o n  th is  
g ro w in g  ch ild  c re a te  c o n d itio n s  w h ic h  
w e ca ll th e  c o n d itio n s  o f h e re d 
ity . a n d  th u s  w e  find  th e  c h ild  m a y  
e x h ib it  t r a i t s  a n d  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  
w h ic h  h a v e  n o t  b een  sh o w n  b y  e i th e r  
p a re n t , o r  b y  b o th , b u t  b y  th o s e  w h o  
a re  o f m o re  re m o te  a n c e s try ;  b u t  a l l  
th e  w h ile  th e  so u l m a in ta in s  i t s  b r i l 
l ia n c y , i t s  ow n  su b je c tiv e  a n d  c re a tiv e  
pow er.
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TH E SOUL CAN NOT BE D E 
STROYED.

The conditions of earth  m ay be such 
—and also those of hered ity—'through 
the m ateria l processes of life, a s  to 
cloud th is soul power, a s  to in a  m eas
ure cram p and g a th er around  i t  th a t  
which we m ay call a shell. I t  m ay 
seem to be for the  tim e crystalized  so 
th a t it can not give out th is  sc in tilla t
ing, rad ia tin g  power w hich m akes fo r 
good; but all the w hile th e  soul is 
there—it can no t possibly be de
stroyed—it knows no fear. T he soul 
itself is of the  In fin ite ; i t  can no t be 
lost, w hatever its  conditions or lack  of 
growth.

The life of the  soul, then , begins to 
enlarge—if we m ay so express i t— 
when th is v ita l flame, th a t  is only  a 
point of light, su rrounded  by the  sub
stance of m agnetic force w hich we 
have m entioned—first perm eates every 
p a rt of the  grow ing child. If  th e  soul 
life is  w ithdraw n, o r if th e re  is  th a t  
which severs the  connection betw een 
th is soul germ  and th e  physical form  
during  the  period of gestation , you 
will find th a t  w hen the  child  is  born  
it is dead, there  is no life  o r a n im a 
tion—it is  sim ply  a  litt le  speck of clay. 
But if the  soul germ  tak es  possession 
through th e  m agnetic  a u ra  of th e  
mother, and th is  l it t le  p rinc ip le  of 
life which is produced by th e  co-ordi
nation of forces th ro u g h  th e  p a ren ta l 
conditions, then  the  child  is  alive, and 
this soul-germ begins its  work. I t  be
gins from  th a t  lit t le  po in t of lig h t to 
send out ra d ia tin g  lines ju s t  exactly  
as the  roo tle t of the  tree  sends o u t its  
rad ia tin g  root lines u n til i t  can th ro w  
out th e  g rand  and b eau tifu l conditions 
of leafage and fru ita g e  and  h e lp fu l
ness for the  earth . These litt le  r a d ia t
ing lines, com ing from  th e  cen tra l 
speck of brilliancy , p ass  th ro u g h  every  
fibre and nerve and condition  of th e  
hum an form , and i t  is th is  soul life  
which is not only th e  ra d ia tin g  force 
and an im ating  power, bu t it  is  th is  
which enables a hum an e n tity  to  g rasp  
the conditions of life and  to  u n d e r
stand them.

As we have said before, th e  soul 
life m ay be cram ped, m ay be crow ded 
back, may be held from  the develop

m en t w hich belongs to it, and g0 ^  j 
hum an  being m ay go tottering along in 
th is  m orta l life, and perhaps be a mere 
sem blance of w hat a human life or i 
form  should be, but nevertheless u 
exists, and because of this the ma- 
ch inery  of the  human body and the * 
m en tal action of the brain may go on 
and  do th e ir  work, by greater or lesser 
degrees, according to the case.

T H E  SOUL HAS A WORK TO DO.
B ut the  soul has a work to do—it is 

busy. T h is hum an body must be fed,
We do not m ean by the external forms 
of sustenance, but we mean by spirit- 
ual elem ents, by the forces and quali
ties th a t  a re  -gathered from the atmos
phere, m ental and spiritual. This hu
m an body requires something more 
th an  the  bread, meat and raiment 
w hich you find here in physical life; 
i t  m u st have something gathered from 
life  itself, from  nature, which will 
give i t  the  streng th  to make its way 
in  th e  world. The soul-flame has 
charge of th is  duty. It still has its 
a ttrac tiv e  force, ju st as when a speck 
of lig h t em itted into infinite space, it 
g a thered  m agnetic qualities to itself 
and  th en  the  envelop that enabled it 
to come in to  contact with this external 
life. J u s t  so i t  has the attractive force 
now, w hile perm eating you as human 
beings, to ga ther to  itself elements 
and atom s and forces which enable it 
no t only to  benefit these external bod
ies b u t to  build  up. the spiritual form 
w hich h e rea fte r  it  will claim in grand
e r  w orlds th an  this.

T H E  SOUL FLAME AND MIND.
T his flam ing ligh t or force which we 

call th e  soul, as  we have intimated, 
perm eates every nerve and tissue, and 
th e re  is no t an  atom in your body but v 
w h a t is  v italized by it; there is not 
an  e lem ent in  your spiritual bodies 
th a t  a re  being  built up now, but what 
is an im ated  by th is  vital flame of be
ing, and  as you go forth from day to 
day  th is  w onderful creative, upbuild
in g  force is constantly  at work. It 
can  n o t die, and never sleeps. The 
soul can b ring  you into a condition by 
w hich  you m ay secure rest that is 
needed by the external form, and, 
w hen your body is gaining repose, 
w hen your eyes a re  closed in slumber,



the soul life is m oving c o n s tan tly  on 
and under its influence you m ay  p ro 
ject yourself out of th e  ex te rn a l form  
into contact w ith o th er lives and  o th er 
realms, gaining know ledge and  con
sciousness of being, w hich, th o u g h  you 
are unable to b ring  back  in to  th is  ou t
ward thought and line  of expression  
called the daily life  of e a rth , yet re 
main with you .registered in  soul life, 
and which you w ill find by and  by 
helpful to an u n d e rs tan d in g  of ex is t
ence in the sp ir it spheres. T h is  soul 
life will continue to an im a te  th e  con
sciousness and enable you to  express 
that which is w ith in .

We understand and rea lize  th a t  con
ditions of m ortal life  have a  g rea t 
deal to do w ith a ss is tin g  in  th is  up 
building process. W e know  th a t  edu
cation, opportunity and  a ll th e  v a ri
ous conditions w hich go to  a ss is t a  h u 
man being in reach ing  onw ard  h ere  in 
mortal life have m uch to  do w ith  th e  
unfoldinng and the  expression  of the  
human mind. B ut th e  soul flam e i t 
self is that w hich sets th e  m ind  in  
motion, enables i t  to  a t t r a c t  to  itse lf 
forces from beyond, to  develop o thers 
from within, and th u s  give th e  m en
tality power to m an ifes t itse lf  in  won
drous forms of ach ievem ent th ro u g h 
out the universe.

The life of the  soul, th en , w hile  i t  is 
within, while it  is th e  g re a t m otive 
power of your being, is th a t  w hich  is 
independent of these a tom s an d  forces 
which you behold a ro u n n d - you, for 
this soul flame or lig h t— th is  p rinc ip le  
of being w ith its  a ttra c tiv e  pow er 
drawing to itself a ll th a t  is  necessary  
for its expression on e a r th — exists out 
in the realm s of space long  ere  it 
comes into th is  ex te rn a l fo rm  to  give 
manifestation of life.

SOUL A N D  S P I R I T  D E F I N E D .
There are those who c la im  th a t  the  

soul is the product of m a tte r . We' 
make a d istinction  betw een  “sou l” 
and “spirit,” and c la im  th a t  n e ith e r  is 
the product of m a tte r , h u t th a t  m a tte r , 
or the co-ordination of a tom s and  fo r
ces into substance o r ob jective  life, 
which we call m atte r, is  i tse lf  th e  p ro 
duct of spirit, and  th a t  s p i r i t  itse lf  
could not ex ist except fo r  th e  v ita l 
flame which we call th e  soul, a n im a t

ing, a ttra c tin g , d raw in g  i t  together, 
b rin g in g  i t  in to  fo rm  and  substance  
in  conjunction  w ith  th is  b u ild in g  up 
of th e  m ate ria l body w hich we see on 
earth .

W e chose th is  sub ject to give you 
some idea, b rief and  feeble though  it 
m ay be, of the  various and  w onderfu l 
processes w hich we behold in  th e  s p ir i t  
th a t  p e rta in  to hum an  life  and  con
sciousness. The soul flame of being  
w ill by and  by have had  i ts  experience 
w ith  th is  m orta l form , or, ra th e r , you 
w ill have had  your experience a s  co
o rd inate  hum an en titie s  under th e  a n i
m ation  of th e  soul flame. By and  by 
you as hum an beings w ill leave th e  
o u ter shell and  w ill be draw n onw ard , 
s till  vivified by th is  soul flame of ligh t, 
and  s till enabled because of it  to  pass 
ou t in to  rea lm s of usefulness and  pow
e r to gain  your advancem ent and yo u r 
sp ir itu a l grow th. W ithou t i t  th e re  
w ould be no coalescence; w ith o u t i t  
th e re  would be no coherence; chem ical 
affinity would be unknow n; th e  law  of 
a ttrac tio n  itse lf  would no t be; b u t 
w ith  i t  all th in g s  a re  possible, fo r i t  
is  th e  offshoot of th a t  g rea t sup rem e 
life  Which is th e  “a ll in  a ll.” T hus do 
we claim  th a t we a re  a  p a r t  of th e  su 
prem e; th u s  do we claim  we a re  called  
to  live in the  liv ing  presence of th e  
om nipoten t pow er; thus do we c la im  
we have the  r ig h t to call o u rse lv es 
ch ild ren  of th e  liv ing  God, fo r i t  is  t ru e  
th a t  from  th a t  g rea t cen tra l source 
com eth every flame of lig h t— every  
soul th a t  finds expression h e re  o r else
w here is th e  vast universe.

SP H E R E S OF LIG H T.
W e a re  told th a t  th ere  a re  in te lli

gences in the  realm s of space so beau 
tified, so perfected, th a t  w ere th ey  to  
approach  you in th e ir  m ajes ty  and  
splendor you could no t behold them  as 
a n y th in g  b u t spheres of lig h t, and  
y e t th ey  have the  d iv ine q u a litie s  of 
in te lligence— the  hum an  q u a litie s  u n 
folded, evolutionized un to  th e  d iv ine— 
so m agnificent we can n o t com pare 
them  to a n y th in g  else th a n  th e  q u a li
ties of a  God. th ese  a re  h u m an  en ti
tie s—if we m ay em ploy the  te rm —an d  
th ey  ap p ea r like  spheres of lig h t to 
those who a re  no t upon th e  sam e p lane 
of v ib ra tio n  and  of p rog ression  as



themselves; and this proves to us that 
the soul life is of the flame, that it is 
the light of infinity that blooms and 
blossoms into grandeur in its expres
sion as shown to you in the glowing 
stars above your heads that march in 
matchless beauty through the ages, 
each true to its course and to its work.

THE GLORY OF LIFE.
These are the thoughts brought to 

our minds as we seek to study the maj
esty of being, the grandeur of exist
ence, the glory of life. Think of it. 
Cradled here in the arms of Mother 
Nature, rocked to and fro by her con
vulsions and by what may appear to 
you to be her spasmodic conditions of 
life, probably as most mortals, amidst 
the dark, damp conditions of materi
ality, groping, on, trying to reach 
through the darkness of ignorance and 
seeking for light; searching ever here 
and there for some treasure that shall 
be for your uplifting; ever pressing 
onward with burdens upon your backs, 
and with bowed heads because the 
storms of life center upon you, you 
may be pardoned if you feel that after 
all life is hardship—life is not to be 
desired; but when you realize that 
you are children of the living God; 
when you realize that it is not this ex
ternal form of clay, even though its 
elements and atoms and particles, its- 
tissues and forces, are drawn from the 
infinite storehouse of nature and given 
out by her bounty and goodness, but 
that it is the soul flame that has 
sprung directly from the infinite pow
er of all being, and that you are creat
ures that may press onward, magnifi
cent in power, splendid in achieve
ment, grand beyond the telling in aspi
ration, springing ever onward and up
ward to higher fields 'of conquest and 
attainment—then you may realize that 
it is grand indeed to be alive.

Yea, my friends, it is glorious be
yond expression to realize that we are 
not of the common clods; are not a 
ball of earth rolled into a certain form 
and battered here and there by the 
conditions of life that we behold 
around us, but that we are the light, 
the glory, the power of infinite love; 
that we are a part and parcel of the

!

beauty, splendor, holiness, wig 
tru th , intelligence, and all that gjjjM 
make up omnipotence; that we j 
.living souls, moving onward, and 
attract to ourselves that from the uJ1 i  
verse, from the atmosphere, from Jj 
life, which is uplifting, which ip jJ 
ducive to unfoldment, which helps J  
ward to higher things, because thp  ̂
soul flame within is the attractive 
force. When we realize this—that the ; 
soql life is the real or attractive force 'lju 
—we may gather to ourselves from the 
universe those things which we need 
those which we must have for the de! 
velopment of divinity within onr 
lives; and this we can do as we study 
ourselves and our conditions, as 
come into accord with life and into 
harmony with mankind. Thus shall 
we climb on and on, not content to re
main here as children groping in the 
dark, but aspiring to become men and 
women in the proudest, grandest 
sense; men and women of courage 
and power; men and women of trust 
and faith in things divine; men and | 
women who have within ourselves the 
potency and possibility of accomplish
ment, of achievement—not children |  
crying because there are little obsta- I 
cles in our way and we can not over
come them, but men and women secure |  
in our assurance of strength that we 
shall overcome, that we will surmdunt 
the obstacles, that the impediments 
must be removed by positive action ot 
the life • itself. Thus day by day, un
daunted by that which may seem a 
mistake or blunder or failure, but only 
girding up the inner powers for new 
effort and new achievement, we shall 
march on, FINDING THAT AFTER |  
WHILE THE IMPEDIMENTS ARE 
OVERCOME, THE OBSTACLES ARE 
SURMOUNTED. THE HEIGHTS ARE 
CLIMBED, THE GLORY OF THE 
STARS WITHIN OUR REACH, AND 
THAT WE ARE CHILDREN OF THE 
LIVING GOD, FULL OF THE ■  
FLAME, OF MAJESTY, OF LOVE, Of 
WISDOM A N D  INTELLIGENCE—0̂ ' 
NEARING S T IL L  CLOSER 1 1  
C L O S E R  TO  T H E  D IV IN E  LOVE g j  
T H E  F A T H E R  A N D  MOTHER OF t y  
A L L .


