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PUBLIC MEETING

WN HALL OF CALCUTTA.

Public Meeting of the Hindu Community called at
stance of its representative members such as— Pundit
aar Nyayaratna, Babu Issan Chandra Mookerjee, Maha-

— Timar Benoy Krishna Bahadur, Babu Guru Prosonna
__j* and Rai Nunda Lall Bose—was held on Wednesday,
-——ch of September, 1894, at theTown Hall of Calcutta.
he objects of the meeting were, to consider how best
press their gratitude to Swami Vivekananda, for his able
sentation of Hinduism at the Parliament of Religions at
igo; and to thank the American people for the cordial
sympathetic reception they had accorded to the Swami.
It is not too much to say that the inhabitants of Calcutta
never before in the history of British India met together
he Town Hall or elsewhere with an object more noble,
e peaceful and more elevating. It was not to consider
pressing problems of politics, or to discuss delicate ques-
is of controversial ethics, but to turn their attention once
all with a serene attitude of mind to the cardinal principles
Hinduism which teaches that the Author of the Universe
:he only reality, that all human pursuits are Vanities and all
>rldly things unreal. It was truly remarkable that towards
e close of the 19th century, when civilization is another

0 The organizers of the meeting are happy to make their grateful ac-
owledgments of the material help they received from this gentleman.
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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

PUBLIC MEETING

AT THE

TOWN HALL OF CALCUTTA.

A Public Meeting of the Hindu Community called at
:he instance of its representative members such as— Pundit
3ajkumar Nyayaratna, Babu Issan Chandra Mookerjee, Maha-
aj-Kumar Benoy Krishna Bahadur, Babu Guru Prosonna
jhose * and Rai Nunda Lall Bose—was held on Wednesday,
he 5th of September, 1894, at theTown Hall of Calcutta.

The objects of the meeting were, to consider how best
0 express their gratitude to Swami Vivekananda, for his able
epresentation of Hinduism at the Parliament of Religions at
Chicago; and to thank the American people for the cordial
nd sympathetic reception they had accorded to the Swami.

It is not too much to say that the inhabitants of Calcutta
ad never before in the history of British India met together
1the Town Hall or elsewhere with an object more noble,
lore peaceful and more elevating. It was not to consider
le pressing problems of politics, or to discuss delicate ques-
ons of controversial ethics, but to turn their attention once
r all with a serene attitude of mind to the cardinal principles

Hinduism which teaches that the Author of the Universe
the only reality, that all human pursuits are Vanities and all
Dridly things unreal. It was truly remarkable that towards
e close of the 19th century, when civilization is another

0 The organizers of the meeting are happy to make their grateful uc-
owledgments of the material help they received from this gentleman.
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name for material progress, the place assigned to the SOt:
should be once more recognised by the sons of New India.
The meeting was thoroughly representative in its charac
ter. Every section of the Hindu Community of Calcutta an<
its suburbs, including a number of Marwarees, Beharees a n<
Marhatties, was represented. The meeting was announced tc
commence at 5-30 p. M. but it was scarcely 5 p. M. when the
spacious hall was filled to its utmost capacity. The speakers
as they entered the hall, were most enthusiastically cheered.
The most interesting feature of the meeting was that a
large number of influential orthodox Pundits, and leading
members of the Hindu Community were present to show their
sympathy with the object of the meeting. Some Hindu Bra-
hmacharis and Sannyasi9 were also found in the midst of this
august gathering. It was estimated that nearly four thou-
sand people were assembled on the occasion.
Among those present we noticed—
Pundit Madhusudan Smritiratna.
Kamakhya Nath Tarkabagis.
Uma Charan Tarkaratna.
Chandi Charan Smrititirtha.
Rama Nath Tarkasidhanta.
Kader Nath Bidyaratna.
Mohesh Chundra Chooramani.
Nondo Coomar Nyayaratna.
Kailas Nath Bidyaratna.
” Tarapada Bidyasagar.
Baneemadhub Tarkalankar.
Judu Nath Sarbabhouma.
" Ambica Churan Nyayaratna.
Baikantha Nath Vidyaratna.
Shib Narain Siromoni.
Rajah Peary Mohun Mookerijee, c. s. L
Hon’ble Justice Gurudass Banerjee, d1l.
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Hon’ble Gonesh Chunder Chundra.
” Surendra Nath Banerjee.
Kumar Dinendra Nath Roy.
” Radha Prasad Roy.
Rai  Jotindra Nath Chowdhury, M. a., B. 1.,
Zemindar ( Taki).
Rakhal Chandra Chowdhury.
Zemindar ( Barrisal).
Babu Guru Prosonna Ghose, Zemindar.
" Nanda Lall Mukerjee, "
Jogendra Chandra Ghosh, ,,
Khetter Nath Mullick, "
Rai  Sheo Bux Bogla Bahadur.
J. Ghosal Esqr.,
N. N. Ghosh, Esqgr. Barrister-at-law,
Editor, Indian Nation.
Mr.  Monmotho Mullick, Barrister-at-law.
. J. N. Banerjee, "
Babu Norendra Nath Sen, Attorney-at-law,
, Indian Mirror.
Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose, M. A, B. L.,
Attorney-at-law.
" Kally Nath Mitter, N
Hirendra Nath Dutta, Prem Chand Roy Chand
Student, Attorney-at-law.
Upendra Nath Mozoomdar, Prem Chand Roy
Chand Student.
Pramatha Nath Kar, M. A., Attorney-at-law.
Golap Chandra Sastri, M. A., B. L,
Vakil High Court.
Sirish Chandra Chowdhury, m. a.,b. 1.,
Vakil High Court.
Issur Cliahdta Chackerbutty,
Vakil High Court.
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Babu

Prof.
Babu

Kally Prasanna Roy, M. A, b. 1.,
Pleader ( Lahore).
Saligram Sing, B. L., Vakil High Com
Amarendra Nath Chatterjee, B. L., ,,
Atul Krishna Ghose, B. L., Vakil High Com
Manindra Nath Bhattacharjee, M. A ., B. L.,
Vakil High Com
Nogendra Nath Mitter, M. A, B. L.,
Vakil High Corn
Hemendra Nath Mitter, M A., B. L.
Bepin Behary Ghose, M. B.
Bhupendra Kumar Bose, M A.
Jotindra Lall Mitter, B A., B. L.
Norendra Nath Mitter, B. A, B. L.
Amrita Krishna Mullick, B. A, B. L.
M. N. Gupta.
Lalit Mohun Banerjee, B. A., Head-Master.
J. Padshah Esqr.
Khetter Pal Chackerbutty.

Right Rev. N. Sadhananda ( Ceylon ).

Dr.
Babu

J. B. Daly, Bl

Amrita Lai Roy, , Hope.

Soshi Bhusan Mookerjee, , National
Guardian

and others.

Some gentlemen of light and leading, including amor
them Rajah Rajendra Narayan Deb Bahadur son of late Raja
Sir Radhakanta Deb Bahadur K. c. s. I., Sir Romesh Chandi
Mittra Kt. late Judge of the High Court of Calcutta, Bat
Issan Chandra Mookerjee, Babu Romanath Ghose, Zemil
dar, Rai Bahadur Gagan Chandra Roy (Ghazipur), Bat
Srish Chandra Bose ( Munsiff, Ghazipur). who were unavo/<
ably prevented from attending the meeting, wrote Ilettei
sympathising with its object.
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On the motion of Hon’ble Gonesh Chandra Chandra,
seconded by Babu Guru Prosonno Ghose, Rajah Peary Mohun
Mookerjee, c. s. i. was voted to the chair.

Rajah Peary Mohun Mookerjee, on taking the chair, said: —
Hon’ble Justice Guru Das Banerjee and Gentlemen— | thank
you heartily for having asked me to take the chair of this
meeting. We are assembled here this evening to express our
thankfulness not to one who has distinguished himself by his
meritorious services to the state, or to one who has won the
reputation or triumphs of statesmanship, but we assemble in
this grand meeting to express our high sense of appreciation
and deep gratitude to a simple Sannyasi, only thirty years
old, who has been expounding the truths of our religion to
the great American people with an ability, tact and judg-
ment, (Cheers) which have elicited the highest admiration.
Brother Vivekananda has opened the eyes of an important
section of the civilized world by explaining the great truths
of the Hindu religion, and convinced them that the most
valuable products of human thought in the region of philo-
sophy and religion, are to be found not in Western science
and literature, but in our ancient Shastras. ( Cheers) | am
very glad to find so large and influential a gathering to do
honour to such a distinguished benefactor of our country.
But in doing honour to Brother Vivekananda, we should not
lose sight of the fact that he is a product of the system of
education which has been fostered by the British Government
with profuse liberality. And speaking for myself, I cannot
help taking this opportunity to say that | feel more deeply
grateful to the British Government for having inaugurated the
study of Sanskrit language and literature than for the tele-
graph and railway, the telephone and microphone which they
have given to us. It is not, | think, too much to say that the
study of Sanskrit literature has supplied in the hands of our
young men a key to those treasures, which any nation might
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justly be proud of, and that it has given our young el
means of finding contentment and happiness in situatic
which would have otherwise filled them with misery and c
pair. We owe much to Brother Vivekananda, and I
that the speakers, who have Kkindly offered to take part
this meeting, will do justice to the claims which Brotl
Vivekananda certainly has on the gratitude of India. W
these words, | request my friend, Babu Norendra Nath S
to move the first Resolution.

RESOLUTION-1

Babu Norendra Nath Sen, in moving the first Resolutio
said:—

Gentlemen— The present meeting is one which is unig
of its kind in this city, as we have met here to honour not
high state functionary, as we usually do, but a Hindu ascet
who, by crossing the ocean, has done so much to further t
cause of Hinduism by his eloquence and learning. Andr
only this; but he, whose services we have come here to:
knowledge, is only a youth scarcely, as | understand, thirt
two years of age. He must be a wonderful man who, at a1
an age, could command so overpowering a personality as
dazzle and electrify the most forward people of the day.
is said that facts are stranger than fiction. To my mm
some of the events that are occurring at the present none
far exceed in strangeness the stories, supplied by the most viy;
imagination of the novelist; and | am very much incline
to ask in astonishment—*“ Are we living in a dream-land*
For, how else can we account for the phenomenal success
Swami Vivekanand’s visit to the Parliament of Religions :
Chicago, and of his subsequent work in the United States
Such success has given almost a new lease of life to the Hh
dus as a nation. It has been a brilliant gleam of light |
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the dark pages of the contemporary history of the Hindus,
and has buoyed them up with hope, such as they never ex-
perienced before. Circumstances had, for sometime, gone so
badly with us that we were driven almost to despair until
the triumph, which has been attending the cause of Hinduism
in America, through the efforts of a gifted Hindu, relumed our
darkened spirits, and fed them with expectant longings. Once
a great nation, it has been our misfortune to be fallen so low
as now; and to be misjudged and misused, and maligned
and harassed and badgered at every turn ; our faults magni-
fied ; and our very virtues accounted for as dangerous
criminalities ! But what then ? Are we new to suffering, or
is suffering new to us? And then, remember that there is
that mighty law in nature, the law of compensation; and
much sorrow reaps more reward, and in gaining what we have
deserved, who shall deny us our meed, who come between us
and our gods whom we serve, love and obey ? Swami Vive-
kanand is only an instrument in the hands of the gods. You
all know well enough that when any thing has to be done,
and the time is opportune, the right man is invariably found.
It is not every day that we meet with such a man as Swami
Vivekanada. He has been born to play an important part
in the history of this country. His natural gifts are extraor-
dinary. His large lustrous eyes, like orbs of fire, shoot forth
rays of life and light, and knowledge and power And if he
has been such a successful expounder of the faith of his fathers,
it is because he has made the Hindu philosophy his special
study; he has made the Bhagabat Gita his constant compa-
nion, for | am told, he is always found carrying the Gita in
his pocket. It is impossible to over-estimate the importance
of Swami Vivekanand’s services to this country; and we
should not have deserved to be called Hindus, if we had failed
to gather here this evening to testify our respect and gratitude
to him. Though Calcutta has been behindhand the towns of
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Madras,Bangalore and Kombakonum in holding this meetir
yet to the credit of our city it must be said that it was h
that the idea of voting an address of thanks both to the Swe
and the American people originated ; and, perhaps, after all,
was well that the first meeting should have been held in
capital of Southern India, for it was the Madrassis who helg
Swami Vivekananda, a native of Bengal, with money
enable him to carry out his mission. The whole circumstanc
connected with Swami Vivekananda’'s departure from t
country, and the universal joy and thankfulness with whi
the success of his work in America was received by his oor
trymen,shew the advancing spirit of the Hindus of the prese
day. As | have said, it was the Madrassis who put him
funds to enable him to proceed to Chicago; and the Hind
throughout India feel with one mind the happiness derived fic
the glorious result of Swami Vivekananda labours in Americ
And the Hindus forget all sectional differences, and wni
in honouring the great Hindu messenger to the West. TI
spectacle in itself is a most interesting one. It is eviden
national life is springing up everywhere; and no body can <
now that the Hindus are a dead or inert nation, for certain!
a nation which can produce a Vivekananda, who imparts
new turn of thought to a people in the forefront of moder
civilization, must yet have much vigorous life before it. On
the other day, an English gentleman at this very Hall, ©
us how Hindu religious ideas were travelling fast in the Wes!
even before Swami Vivekanand’s visit to the Chicago Pari«
ment of Religions « but a man, like Vivekananda, was wanl
ing to give a powerful impetus to the dissemination of suc
ideas. The Swami's visit, therefore, to America, was a tnx
seasonable one* We are living in stirring times, and are U
able, perhaps, to realize fully what is passing around us. T
me it seems that the union between the East and the West
however Utopian the idea may look to many, is now only:
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juestion of time. Much stranger things than those we have
ilready experienced, are not unlikely yet to happen. We
lave only to follow Swami Vivekanand’ example, and our
ountry issure to progress and prosper as it never progress-
id and prospered before. Work, work, work should be the
notto of every Hindu who has got the true interest of his
ountry at heart, that is, work as unselfish, devoted and ear-
lest as that of the truly patriotic Swami. Work is always
jure to bring on its own reward. With these words, | will
nove the first Resolution which runs as follows:—" That this
meting desires to record its grateful appreciation of the great
services rendered to the cause of Hinduism by Swami Viveka-
vanda at the Parliameit of Religions at Chicago, and of his
uibsequent work in America

The Resolution was seconded by Rai Sew Bux Bogla,
Bahadur, and supported by Kumar Radha Prosad Roy.

It was further supported by Rai Jotindra Nath Chowdhury,
who said :(—

Gentlemen— After the very able speech delivered by my
learned friend and predecessor Babu Narendra Nath Sen, it is
scarcely necessary for me to speak anything on the subject of
the resolution to commend it to your acceptance; moreover
I am inclined to think that it would be insulting your intelli-
gence were | to give in detail the reasons which may be urged
for the acceptance of the resolution which is now submitted
for your consideration.

It has been told in some quarter that Hinduism was not
represented at the Parliament of Religions recently held at
Chicago. | think, gentlemen, that a meeting of this kind will
give the lie direct to the statement like the above. We have
met here to thank Swami Vivekananda for his services in
America in the cause of Hinduism. As for the Swami him-
self, I am sure, that he is sufficiently loyal to his religion
and to his God as not to require any thanksgiving on our



part for any services which he did in the past or may 1
the future in the cause of his religion. Notwithstanding
we owe it to ourselves to mark our appreciation of thx
vices rendered by the Swami to the cause of our religioi
some such public demonstration as the present meeting,
appreciate his services, it is not at all necessary tha
should agree with the Swami in all what he said it
speeches in America; nor is it at all necessary that we &
admit that the Swami's representation of Hinduism is a
complete; for I personally would have preferred that he (S\
had given to the savants of America a complete idea of V
navism—that phase of Hinduism which is the least wur
stood in European countries. However, we should be th;
ful to him for what he has done. His services can be lox
at from two points of view. | mean his services to
Hindus and his services to humanity. His writings
speeches, 1 am sure, will dispel the many wrong impress!
in the minds of the European savants and the scholars
other nationalities about our faith and philosophy. As
gards his services to humanity I shall say this much only 1
it is my firm conviction—and | am glad to find that m
eminent scholars in Europe are beginning to think in the s
direction—that the true path of human salvation lies in f
duism and Hinduism alone ; so any one who tries to giv
correct representation of the Hindu religion in these d
of considerable misunderstandings and misrepresentations
certainly entitled to our thanks for his services to the wr
mankind. With these words, | have much pleasure in :
porting this resolution.

The resolution was then put to the vote and carr
unanimously.



RESOLUTION.-!I.

Mr. N. N. Ghose, in proposing the second Resolution,

said :— Rajah Peary Mohun Mookerjee and gentlemen— The
Resolution which I have been asked to move is in the following
terms : “ That this meeting tenders its best thanks to Dr. J.

H . Barrows, the Chairman, and Mr. Merwin-Marie Snell, the
President of the Scientific Section, of the Parliament of Reli-
gions at Chicago, and to the American people generally, for
the cordial and sympathetic reception they have accorded to
Swam i Vivekattanda.*" | think, you will agree with me, on a
very slight reflection, that this Resolution which offers thanks
to certain individual American gentlemen and to the American
people generally, is not by any ‘means of a merely formal or
ceremonial character. Swami Vivekananda has distinguished ’
himself by speeches which we can read, appreciate and admire.
It seems only natural that he should be entitled to our grati-
tude. At the same time, the success of any worker, whether he
is a speaker or a writer, a discoverer, a thinker or a man of
action, depends as much on the appreciation he gets from the
community to which hiswork is addressed, as on his own in-
trinsic merits. From the days of Socrates downwards, the ins-
tances have been numerous of great teachers whose teaching
has not only not been appreciated by their contemporaries,
but has been positively despised, resented and rebelled against,
and has led to their persecution. Two factors, therefore, must
always contribute to success, namely, first the intrinsic value
of the work, and, second, the due appreciation of it by those
to whom it is offered. No success could be more sudden or bril-
liant than Vivekananda’s. Indeed,there is hardly anything more
striking in the history of oratorical achievements. There was
a Hindu monk, unknown to fame, addressing, in semi-Oriental
costume, an assembly, the majority of whom could hardly pro-
nounce his name, upon a subject removed, as far as*possible,
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from their thoughts, and securing at once their appla
and esteem. The merits of the speaker and the performa
must have been great and surprising. But let us not foi
that credit is at least equally due to those who apprecia
him, encouraged him, found opportunities for hisspeaking,
gave him a patient and kind hearing. Vivekananda had g
to expound the principles of Hinduism, and if a peo
professing a different religion, had received him with coldn
raised difficulties, technical or other, in the way of his spe
ing, and generally shown him disfavour, their conduct mi
have been excused as being under the circumstances o
natural. But very different was the treatment they actua
gave him. Iam informed that the delegates had, as a ri
been invited. Vivekananda had not been invited, and the
fore it would have been a very easy thing to exclude him
technical grounds from speaking at the Parliament. But]
Barrows, by a special act of kindness, waived all techni
objections, introduced him to the audience, and permitted F
to speak. Vivekananda did not say altogether fine a
smooth things about Christianity, but gave occasionally hi
knocks. His audience, at any rate, the American section
it, nevertheless gave him an indulgent hearing, and w¢
warm in their acknowledgment of its merits. It is in no ¢
ventional sense, therefore, and not as a mere formality, tl
our thanks are due to the President of the Parliament
Religions and to the American people, for the recogniti
they have given to our countryman and our representativ
Vivekananda spoke with a lucidity, a grace and a logic
power which astonished and charmed his audience ; but 1 ¢
not sure, whom to admire the more, the speaker for |
magnificent feat or the American people for their quick insigl
and ready appreciation. A triumph, more signal and moi
sudden, has scarcely been known in history. None of t
great religious teachers of the world, Buddha, Jesus Chris
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Mahomet or Confucius made converts by the hundred by a
first attempt. But this Hindu preacher, this orange monk,
as he has been called, dispelled, by one effort, some of
the illusions of ages from the minds of hundreds of people,
and roused them to some sense of the truths of a religion,
which they had either never heard of, or must have always
despised. And this is an age, not particularly distinguished
for religious spirit. Vivekananda has been, however, you
must remember, no single-speech Hamilton. His speech at
the Parliament of Religions brought him into notice, but
his work did not end there. In poiltical slang, he has been
often "heckled,” and his answers to the questions of inquirers
have been quick and effective. He has been invited to ad-
dress many meetings and appears to have invariably justified
expectations. Indeed, he seems to be a general favourite and he
finds it difficult to meet all the engagements that are thrust on
him. Consider, gentlemen, what kind of people it is that
have thus received our gifted countryman. We know very
little of America directly, she is so far removed from us. But
we can know something of her, through Professor Bryce’s
monumental work on the American commonwealth. Professor
Bryce is a historical scholar of established reputation, respect-
ed all over England, aud may be trusted as an authority. He
informs us that in the United states, Christianity, though it
is not a State-supported religion, is truly a national religion.
The Americans conceive that the religious character of a Go-
vernment consists in nothing but the religious belief of the
individual citizens, and the conformity of their conduct to
that belief. They deem the general acceptance of Christiani-
ty to be one of the main sources of their national prosperity.
They deem themselves to be a special object of divine favour.
The influence of Christianity on the people, both as regards
numbers and the education of those influenced, is greater than
it is in Western Europe. 1 rely also on Professor Bryce for
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the assertion that, as regards veracity, temperance, the purity
of domestic life, tenderness to children and to the weak, and
general kindliness of behaviour, the native Americans stand
rather higher than the English or the Germans. Well, now it
is a people like that, a people steeped in Christian tradition,
Christian in doctrine, and Christian in life, that has given to
Vivekananda a cordial and sympathetic reception. Their ap-
preciation of him was instantaneous, electric. We would do
well not only to thank the Americans, but to profit by their
example. Their treatment of Vivekananda teaches us a les-
son as to the way in which we should have to treat him or
other workers like him that may appear before us on future
occasions. This meeting is said to have been called to do
honour to Vivekananda, and to the American people. | am
not in the secrets of those who have called it, but | think, I
shall not be very far wrong, if | make a guess as to their
motives. If | probed their hearts, | think, | should discover
that this meeting was convened not merely to offer thanks to
others, but also to wipe away our own shame and reproach.
Vivekananda is a Bengali, he went to America as the re-
presentative of the Hindu religion, but we gave him no sort
of recognition, and no sort of help. He was taken in hand by
the people of the southern Presidency, men whose vernacular
was different from his own. And now that, having gone
to America, he has won his laurels, and can command respect
wherever he goes, we come forward as worshippers of success,
and honour ourselves under the pretence of honouring him.
Well may he repudiate our admiration with scorn and con*
tumely, as Dr. Johnson repudiated the Earl of Chesterfield's
praise,of his Dictionary. Here, indeed, we have to take a
lesson from the Americans. We, as a people, be it said to our
eternah discredit, have never exhibited a faculty for appre-
ciating our own great men. It is not until a countryman of
ours has gone to Oxford, London or New York, and won the
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applause of men of another complexion that we discover, we
had a very hero in our midst. Let us learn now from Viveka-
nanda’s reception in a distant land, and among a strange
people, professing a different religion, not to be guilty of
neglect of native worth in the future, as we have been in the
past. Vivekananda’s achievements in America, remarkable as
they have been, | regard however, rather as promises than as
performances. His real work will have to be done in India.
The redemption of India, | feel persuaded, lies not through her
politics, but through her religion. Politics are in this country
a superficial garb, put off and put on at pleasure. They sit
loosely on the people. Religion is vital and essential, and
inherited with their blood. It reaches the inmost depths
of their nature, touches the marrow of their bones. This
meeting is only a small testimony to its reality in this town.
It has been organised by men, unused to the arts of agita-
tion. Most of the active workers have been Sannyasis
who go about barefooted, in characteristic yellow costume.
If they had known to employ the machinery, customari-
ly used for getting up political demonstrations, the meet-
ing, large as it is, might have been ten times larger. Political
demonstrations, however, are merely an imitation of the
practices of the West. Religion is of the soil. The stron-
gest, if not the only, convictions of the people are religious.
I do not see, why in a meeting like this, we should assume an
apologetic attitude, as if our purposes bordered on the sinister.
Ours is a liberal Government, whose policy has been one of
religious toleration from the beginning, which, in matters
like marriage, inheritance and succession, has left unfettered
the operation of the national laws, and which has granted to
us the rights of public meeting and discussion. Why, then*
should we, on so innocent a subject as religion, speak with
bated breath, as if we had met for some nefarious purpose ?
Why must we be moved with a tremulous fear, as if we were
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bent on something dark and disloyal, and as if detectives
dogged our steps, and scanned our actions. If people can
come with a bold front to a political meeting for purposes of
agitation, surely there is no reason why their steps must falter,
when they are called upon to give a voice to the only real
convictions they possess. Whoever knows the life of the peo-
ple, and can distinguish appearance from reality, knows that
questions, affecting religion and society, are nearest their
heart, and any public demonstration must be misleading which
does not bear out that truth. If an English woman like Mrs.
Besant can openly profess Hinduism, and a European savant
like Professor Max Muller can grow eloquent over the phi-
losophy of the Upanishads, there is no reason why Hindus
must shrink from avowing their faith in their own religion or
expressing gratitude to one of its interpreters. It must be a
matter of satisfaction and pride to all Hindus that gleams of a
new light have made themselves visible, that their religion,
after having remained under a cloud for centuries in the eyes
of other nations was just beginning to emerge from its gloom.
That the Americans, by no means a godless people, or a people
lukewarm in their belief, or a people professing a faith akin to
Hinduism, had been able quickly to seize some of its salient
points, was a good augury. There is reason to hope that the
light that has dawned will spread. It would be enough if
other nations brought themselves to study and appreciate the
principles of Hinduism. Christian people need not repudiate
Christianity, but they may read it by a new light. Hinduism
seeks no other conversion than propagation of its doctrines.
It may suggest a new interpretation of old religions. It does
not deny incarnation, for instance, but instead of accepting a
single fact as the incarnation, it believes, in many incarna-
tions, and is, therefore, large enough to enclose many sys-
tems in its folds. Its purposes, however, are not aggressive,
and it would be content if it could only be seen as it was, and
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not contemned as a degrading, slavish, ignorant superstition!
It would be enough for the present, if the religion of the Hin-
du was recognised as containing truths no less sublime and
spiritual than any that have been elsewhere embodied. Pro-
fessor M ax Muller has said that the Hindus had cultivated
every art save that of killing. We have no desire to make
up our defidences in that line, but we may be pardoned if we
cherish a hope that some day the doctrines of a neglected
Eastern creed may win hearts by peaceful methods. An an-
cient Roman poet has said: "Conquered Greece conquered her
conquerors.” That s, the literature and philosophy, the arts
and science of Greece extorted the admiration of the Romans
and proved to them the instruments of a higher education.’
Let us hope that conquered India may conquer her conquerors,

not, of course, by steel and gunpowder} those were weapons

we had never cared for, and we have no need to make their

acquaintance now, for we are under the protection of a mighty

power, and we have no fears. But the world has yet to see

the last of her civilisation. Let us hope that not only the

race to whose care we are committed, but the entire human

race may some day draw some of its spiritual inspiration from

the ancient religion of this land, that the East and West

may thus make their full contribution to the perfection of hu-

manity ; and that the last civilisation of the world, like her

first, may be a civilization, not of struggle and warfare, but

of peace, sympathy, charity and harmonious co-operation to a

great end.

The Resolution was seconded by Babu Khetter Nath
Mullick.

In supporting the Resolution, Babu Kally Nath Mitter said:
— Before referring to the 2nd Resolution, | would like to
make some preliminary remarks. It is rarely, if ever we meet
in this celebrated hall for the noble purpose of thanking a
foreign nation. We have hitherto met for the purpose of ven-

3
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tilating our grievances against the Government of the country
or for adopting measures for securing political advantages. It
is a matter of great satisfaction to me, and | have no doubt,
also to the promoters of this meeting that there is such a large
gathering. We have amongst us not only the very elite of
our society, but also gentlemen of position who take great in-
terest in Hinduism. To my mind, it augurs well of our
people that we have made a departure from the usual rule, and
I hope and trust that this departure will not prove an iso-
lated one, but will become frequent, as time goes on. Now |
come to the Resolution. Its terms are such that neither any
argument nor eloquence is needed to recommend it to your act
ceptance. | believe, it is universally admitted that gratitude
Is one of the pre-eminent qualities of the Hindus ; that be-
ing so, isit necessary that | should persuade you to accept this
Resolution ? | believe, | speak the sentiment of one and all
present in this hall that it is not necessary ; it is quite evident
that you are impatient to vote for it, but | have to ask you to
bear with me a little, for | have to say something of the noble
nation whom we have met to-day to thank. i
Gentlemen, | need not remind you that in the memorable
year 1776, American independence was declared, and after a
noble and glorious fight, it was secured. Since then, 118 years
have elapsed, certainly not a long period for the regeneration
of an Empire, and yet with unequalled assiduity, enterprise
and devotion to work, they have been able to come to the
forefront, and occupy one of the first places in this nether
world. From a feeble beginning of thirteen weakly colonies,
with a scattered population of three millions people> strug-
gling with war and debt, they have now attained to the co-
lossal growth of nearly 40 great commonwealths, and 40 mil-
lions inhabitants, and, in respect to whatever relates to man’'s
material and moral advancement, found themselves unexceli
led by any Empire or Kingdom on the face of the wide earth
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The four new wonders of the world were discovered during
this period. The Electric Light, the Telephone, the Phono-
graph and the Microphone; and the Americans may well claim
them to be offsprings of their own land; what they are, you
all know, they may with justice be called miracles of science,
I think, it may safely be asserted that they are not behind
any nation in the world, either in learning, or material pros-
perity or in martial power. Can you, for a moment, doubt
that the country which gave birth to the illustrious and ever-
memorable George Washington and John Adams,should come
out of obscurity in the manner she has done ? What wonder,
then, that the noble principles of Hindu religion would re-
commend themselves to their intelligent mind ? |1 have ad-
visedly used the expression noble, for otherwise it would not
have been possible for it to outlive the ravages of times, to
survive the bitter persecutions by the Mahomedan rulers, and
get over the charming eloquence of the Christian Missionaries.
Is it too much to say that the sayings and teachings of
Krishna shall outlive time, or that the Vedas, Upanishads and
Gita will, in all time and ages, shine as the brightest jewels of
Hindu religion.

The reasons why the lectures of Swami Vivekananda
were heard and appreciated, have been given by Mr. Snell,
President of the Scientific Section of the Parliament of Re-

icago, and | cannot do better than quote from his
e Pioneer what those are.
:ense is the astonished admiration which the per-
snce and bearing and language of Paramahansa
da have wrung from a public accustomed to think
—thanks to the fables and half-truths of the mis-
as ignorant and degraded “heathen,” there is no
the continued interest is largely due to a genuine
the spiritual truths which India through him has

>the American people. aeers., A
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America is starving for spiritual nourishment. in s
its absorption in material things, in spite of the ignoran
provincialism of its upper classes and the savagery
lower, there are many souls scattered everywhere thro
its great population who are thirsting for higher thingi
rope has always been indebted to India for its spiritual
rations. There is little, very little, of high thought an
ration in Christendom which cannot be traced to one
other of the successive influxes of Hindu ideas : either
Hinduised Hellenism of Pythagoras and Plato, to the
ised Mazdeism of the Gnostics, to the Hinduised Jud;
the Kabbalists, or to the Hinduised Mahomedanism
Moorish philosophers: to say nothing of the Hinduism
cultism of the Thcosophists, the Hinduised Socinianism
new England transcendentalists, and the many othe
streams of orientalising influence which are fertilising th
of contemporary Christendom.

The most illuminated men and women, therefore, 9
rope and America, have a natural drawing towards Hinc
the chief historic source of their light and life, as soon a-
are brought into close contact with it under circumstant
all favorable to its just appreciation. In the United S
particularly, there are several widespread and influential!
ments which are distinctly Hindu in their character and
encies. Not only is all the scientific and liberal th.
monistic in its trend, but the so-called "Christian Sci

movement (most eg,e?ioUsly misnamed,, is admittedly
upon the Vedanta philosophy.

America is well sprinkled with ju v -t
schools, even though they would not .1w ay *'~ O™
any direct knowledge of Hind« though,k,* f

theik position.
Even the Christian mythology ia _

from the " 7dygahd the latt« is oLty a1ty hecomflil
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tA<2 American people, through the medium of translations,
aoks and articles by scientists and dilettanti, and the writ-
ngs at\d personal labors of Theosophists and some other
iberal sects.
A1l tbe Hinduising forces hitherto at work have received
\ notable impulse from the labors of Swami Vivekananda.
Never before has so authoritative a representative of genuine
Wvnduisrn—as opposed to the emasculated and Anglicised
versions of it so common in these days— been accessible to
American inquirers ; and it is certain, beyond peradventure,
that the American people at large will, when he is gone, look
forward with eagerness to his return, or the advent of some of
his confreres of the institute of Sankaracharya.”
W ith these remarks | heartily support the Resolution.
Babu Kally Nath Mitter was followed by the Hon'ble
Babu 3urendra Nath Banerji who, having just come in, was

requested by the Chairman to speak a few words in support
of the Resolution.

In compliance with this request Hon'ble Surendra Nath
Banerjee addressed the meeting in the following terms : -

Mr. President and gentlemen—When | entered this hall |
had not the least idea that | should take part in the proceed-
ings of this meeting. | may say that, so far as this matter is
concerned, | had imposed upon myself a vow of silence but
in as much as | should be wanting in my duty, if | left this
meeting in listlessness, | must bow to the decision of our Pre-

sident and the great august gathering of my countrymen, who

have called upon me to speak. It has been invariably the

rule of my life not to allow personal considerations to interfere
with the fulfilment of a mandate which may be laid upon me
by the people. You have laid this mandate now on me and |
gratefully submit, be the consequences what they may. Gen-
tleren, | am afraid that orthodox Hinduism will regard me as
an intruder. (Cries of no, no, you are a Hindu, Cheers.)
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As for myself 1 cherish a religion which has indeed
reverence and admiration of my countrymen. Howe
I may fall short of the high ideals of Hinduism, | call my
a Hindu and I will call myself a Hindu to the last breath
my life.

I cherish the deepest reverence for the religious convictii
of my countrymen. For that reverence | have suffered am
it should be the will of God, | am prepared to suffer agi
For this reverence | have not forgotten that wonde
social system which, in the dim twilight of the past,
the midst of social disorder and barbaric, cruel, m
strous times, has been able to preserve in our midst
element of social order and tranquillity—a genuine Hii
feeling at the bottom of that social system.

In those remote times the memory of which has f&
away from human recollection the religious convictions of
ancestors gave consolation to millions of men and in the d
yet to come it will afford unbounded consolation to milli

-1 the deepest

for the eloqu
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tvof our country. His lofty standard of morality, which
the secret of all success, should be cultivated by our country-
-YWjso th at we may be prepared for that political redemption
w hich w e are all anxiously looking forward.

"The Resolution was further supported by Pundit Bhudeb
labiratna who addressed the meeting in Bengali.
[T he substance of his speech is given below in English,
the original speech vide Appendix.]
Pundit Bhudeb Kabiratna said 1—

Gentlemen—When the Chdtak (skylark) is thirsty, it looks
up for water at the clouds and clouds alone; it scorns
the ground and its muddy water shut up in its various reser-

voirs— rivers and lakes, seas and oceans. Nothing of the world

is capable of satiating its thirst. Pretty much the same is the

condition of India at the present day; thirsty like the Chdtak

it cries out—'Let me have one drop of water to moisten my

parched lips’. But alas! nothing but the cool stream that

flows from the fountain of spirituality, nothing but the living
waters of Ever-lasting Life, will satiate the thirst of India.
Many indeed are under the impression that India’s regener-
ation is a question of political or economical reform, or de-
pends on the development of its industrial or commercial re-
sources. | may be permitted to say, gentlemen, that such a
view argues a want of insight into the real nature of India’s
complaints. Nothing of the world is competent to heal her.
It is only those, who like Swami Vivekananda soar high in
the region of the clouds upon the bosom of the infinite hea-
vens, those whose soul scorning the ground move about on the
higher plane of spiritual truths, that can
to our mother country. The

that height where the clouds do

impart new life
Swami is standing on

roar and India, the
Chdtak, is filled with joy at the welcome sound, for the

quenching of her thirst is now within a measurable distance
oftime. Would she have rejoiced if instead of teaching the
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Wisdom of Life, Vivekananda talked of politics, or discussed
the commercial policy of the Government of India? |If any-
thing is a source of pride to the Hindu it is his religion,
his philosophy of the Upanishads. But alas! we know
not how to value this rich inheritance of. our Aryan fore-
fathers, and must wonder to find it prized by distant nations,
who are entirely different from us in religion, manners,
customs, institutions and national characteristics. | know
no language— our vernacular is so imperfect as it seems to me
—capable of expressing my sense of gratitude to such a
people possessed of so large a heart, a people who has been
liberal enough to place Hinduism above all other religions.
Is it not a matter of national regret, and shame and mortifi-
cation that we have no idea of the rich mine of priceless gems
which is at our very door and need to be convinced of its
existence by a people who live across deep seas and oceans
in another clime, far far away.

The soil of mother India is proverbially fertile, but we
know not how to profit by it ;the British capitalist comes in,
puts it under the plough, sows indigo or tea or coffee, and
makes himself a master of untold wealth. As in the material
so in the spiritual world. Our religion and philosophy lie
neglected by the sons of the soil, strangers cultivate those
fields and reap harvests so rich that the world stands astonish-
ed. We remain dumb driven cattle as before, behind all
other nations in the race for spiritual life, and continue as
ever to complain that our paternal government does not step
in to help us in the race. To what a pitiable condition have
we indeed been reduced ? In olden times the holy sages could
not go on with their religious exercises, their sacrifices, their
holy meditations because the land knew no rest in conse-
quence of the troubles caused by the Rakshasas ; much the
same was the condition of the land during the Mahomedan
rule ; but now that our father-land is in the enjoyment of

\ ogiizea y 300Q 1€
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.peace under the beneficent sway of our English niters," It
1is a matter of profound regret that the dead Weight of national
dethargy should Stand in the way of spiritual culture and of

national regeneration. With these remarks | am very
.happy to support the Resolution.

T he Resolution was then put to the vote and carried
«Unanimously. .

RESOLUTION-111.

'The third Resolution was moved by Babu Saligram Sfngh.
The Resolution ran as follows :—

That this meeting requests the Chairman to forward to
Sréemat Vivekananda Swami,Dr. and M

copies o f theforegoing Resolutions together with the follaiving
letter addressed to Swami Vivekananda.

To

SRREMAT VIVEKANANDA SWAMI.

Dear Sir,

As Chairman of a large, representative and influential
meeting of the Hindu inhabitants of Calcutta and the Sub-
urbs™ held in the Town Hall of Calcutta, on the 5th of Sep-
tember, 1894,1 have the pleasure to convey to you the thanks
of the local Hindu Community for your able representation
of their religion atthé Pariiameutof Religions that met at
Chicago in September 1893.

The trouble and sacrifice you have incurred by your
visit to America as & representative of the Hindu Rdigioh are
profoundly appreciated’by all whom you havé doné the honour
to represent. But their1special acfcnéwledgitients Uré LB

4
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to you for the serv ices you have rendered to the cause t
hold so dear, their sacred A

and your ready responses to the questions of inquirers.
exposition of the general principles of the Hindu Religi
could, within the limits of a lecture, be more accurate and It
than what you gave in your address to the Parliament of
gions on Tuesday, the 19th September, 1893. And yours
sequent utterances on the same subject on other occasions h
been equally clear and precise. It has been the misfortune
Hindus to have their religion misunderstood and misreprese
ed through ages, and therefore they cannot but feel specia
grateful to one of them who has had the courage and the at
ty to speak the truth about it and dispel illusions, anx
a strange people, in a strange land, professing a differentr
gion. Their thanks are due no less to the audiences and
organisers of meetings, who have received you kindly, gii
you opportunities for speaking, encouraged you in your W
and heard you in a patient and charitable spirit. Hindui
has, for the first time in its history, found a Missionary, :
by a rare good fortune it has found one so able and accc
plished as yourself. Your fellow countrymen, fellow citifl
and fellow Hindus feel that they would be wanting in

obvious duty if they did not convey to you their hearty
pathy and earnest gratitude for all your labours in spreadi
a true knowledge of their ancient faith. May God grant
strength and energy to carry on the good work you
begun | f

Yours faithfully,

(Sd.) Peary Mohon Mookerjee,
Chaim
' teld
In seconding the Resolution, Babu Amarendra N
Chatterjee begged leave to express his thanks to the Cc
mittee of Arrangement for the part they had assign
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liras » ft gave him an opportunity, as a Hindu of
honouring the young Hindu reformer Swami Vivekananda,
?n whom, it appeared, as if the mantle of the Rishis
lad fallen to uphold and maintain and propagate the
loctrines of our faith in foreign lands. It was a matter
>f rejoicing that Hinduism, so much at a discount with
lis English-educated countrymen, should have engaged
he attention and gained the respect of the philosophers
> Europe and America, and it was no inconsiderable
jain to the cause of Hinduism that it had found advocates in
versons of light and leading, as Professor Max Muller and
Mrs. Besant. He, the speaker, hoped and trusted that the
iffect of the triumph of the Hindu reformer in America would
ead to permanent results in rekindling and reviving the en*
husiasm of our countrymen, and in remodelling our education-
d system, in which religious and moral culture formed no
>art. He, the speaker, also hoped that our ancient religion
vould be found adapted to the circumstances of the times, and
larmonise with the ideas of an ever-advancing civilization,
rom which large results are to be expected to elevate our
x>sition as Hindus.

Babu Hemendra Nath Mitter, m.a. b. 1., in SUppOI’t-
ng the Resolution, said —Brethren —It is with very great
liffidence that I rise to address such a vast assembly on an
xxasion like this. The duty, which | have been called upon
o perform, ought to have been entrusted to some one better
itted by a higher spiritual training to discharge it. Were it
iQbfor the occasion, | should have thought thrice before ventur-
ng to address from the platform of a hall which has resounded
vith the voices of some of our greatest living orators. But
considering, as | do, that the meanest and the best cultured
imongst us, whose good fortune it is to pride in a Hindu name,
las a right to give vent to his feelings, | did not so much as
>nce bestow a solitary thought on the propriety or otherwise
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ofrrtyfislhg to say-'thé ftw wOrcfe thét | shall’presently shy.
There are occasions, brethren, when it is the feeling that
inspires and incites us to speak, and the language, w hich is
only the medium of communication, is: not to be taken into
consideration, and | have no doubt but that you would show
me the indulgence, which I consider | am entitled to receive
at your hands.

Speaking in a meeting, specially convened for the purpose
of expressing our deep sense of egratitude to, ahd appre-
ciation of the services of Swami Vivekananda, one cannot
help recalling to his mind his august and venerable preceptor
and Guru, the Lord Kamkrishna Paramhansa Dév. Born
in the petty village of Kamarpookur in the District Of Hugh*
ly, he fixed as his place of Sddhan, the root of that tree, ever
to be associated with the sacred name of Mahadeva, the
Bel tree and a grove of trees, well-known as the Panc/iavati
in the Kalibati at Dakshineswar. There in the eternal longing
ofa soul that pants for truth and higher spirituality, enshrined
within the majesty of his own self, shutting up, as it were, the
five organs of oiir material senses, after the right Orienta/
fashion, he made Self, and Self alone, his study, his contem-
plation. Unlike the modern scientists of the day, who seek
i'n vain to evolve spiritual truths from material ones, he reco-
gnized the ancient principle that a perfect spiritual khoWledge
could be attained only by the spirit, and through the spirit.
And so centering his Whole inner conscioflshess in his inner
self, he directed the same.towards the attainment of *
gnau till grade after grade, step after step, that was to him art
accomplished fact. Then, became manifest that splendid fire,
one spark of which has set ablaze a whole contihent, and
burnt to the very foundation the most advanced and the most
civilized portion'of the globe. For, were it not for the higher
spiritual force; induced in him by his £//%%, thrihk you that
Swami Vivekananda could have achieved what he did ? Others
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With beUer (¢dUCUtibn, with a so-called higher trail-
ing, visited the continent on missionary tour, but it was re-
served for Swami Vivekananda alone to impress* the fore-

m ost scientists of the day with the majesty and beauty of our
aneient Aryan teachings. The reason is obvious, and not far
to seek. .The great Master breathed into his ear the sacred
word, and induced in him a spirituality which cultivated
and developed as it was in his case, land moulded daily by
the muttered shoutof his Diksha-rriantra, fitted him for the
great and arduous task he was destined to perform. For, in
his case, the Mantra came from a Mukta”unishaifromone who
knew the key-note of the life he was to mould and impart to
it the same that is to keep it harmonious right through. What
Wonder, then, that Swami Vivekananda should make his voice
heard whenever and wherever it is sounded.

To- the Swami, perhaps* any word of approbation or
thanksgiving that we may offer to give expression to, is of
absolutely no value, for has he not attained that height which
the voice of praise and censure reaches not alike. But ab-
sorbed and engrossed, as we are, with one thousand and one
longings and yearnings, we fail to realize that truth, and feel
very great pleasure in doing what we have met here this even-
ing to do. It is with the greatest pleasure, therefore, that in
response to the call of youi Chairman, | support the Resolu-
tion which has just been*read over to you.

The Resolution was further supported by Babus Mano-
ranjan Guha and Jotindra Lall.Mittra in Bengali.

[ The substance of their speeches is given below in English.
For the original speeches Vide Appendix. ]

Babu Manoranjan Guha said :—

Gentlemen—We are asked by many “Why is it a matter of
congratulation that Hinduism has been successfully represent-
ed before the American people by Vivekananda ?* Surely it
Cannot be expected that thev Mlecchas will, turn Hindus,
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because Hinduism has been ably expounded before them.
me it seems, however, that the work of the Swami is not Ol
a source of glory to us but will lead to good both spiritual a
temporal.

In the first place, his work is a source of national gloi
There was in former days, an empress who was deprived
her territories and reduced to the condition of a beggar. Sl
lived in a strange land, was clad in rags, dwelt in a hut d
pending upon the charity of others. But it was not known
any body that in the midst of her wretchedness she had a
the while a priceless jewel concealed in her bosom. Whe
this fact came to the knowledge of the public, she was visitc
by thousands of people who in spite of her poverty accord«
to her the honours due to an empress. Such is the conditio
of poor India of the present day. In former days she occupie
the highest position among nations. Now she is a begga
dependent upon others. But, my dear countrymen, remen
ber that the priceless jewel of Hinduism still lies hidden be
hind her rags, in this day of her misfortune. The Swami ha
told the Americans of this hidden jewel, and they have beer
all taken by surprise. It is now beyond question that tte
glorious name of India shall be proclaimed throughout the
world. . . d

In the second place, allow me to dwell upon the temporal
good sure to be brought about by Vivekananda’'s work. It
is well known that our rulers are related by blood to tte
great American people. They belong to the same race, ad
speak the same language.

If equally with the Americans they are convinced that we
are a noble people, who have made great spiritual progress,
who possess a noble literature, a profound philosophy, then
it may be hoped that we shall receive a kind and considerate
treatment at their hands.

In the third place, it may be ?sked >vhat is the spiritual
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;good done by the SwamKs work ? It seemsto me that If the re-
lation between the governor and the governed be one of cor-
diality it is a state of things singularly favourable for spiritual
culture. Good>will and peace must always be the basis of spirit-
ual prepress; but it is idle to expect the promotion of such
pea,ce and good-will in the absence of those cordial rela-
tions.

There is another reason. Hinduism is an extremely
catholic religion. All other religions are intended for in-
dividuals or classes of individuals ; but Hinduism is intended
for all mankind. This catholic spirit of Hinduism, if success*
fully preached before men of other religious denominations, is
sure to strike at the root of sectarianism. Will this not help
on thecause of religious culture in all other countries as well
as in this ?

The signs of the times appear to me to be singularly
favourable to theSwami. The people of America as well as
of Europe are all anxious to be enlightened on the subject of
Hinduism. In this connection Prof. Max Muller writing to
one °f us, says, that Europeans are not particularly attracted
by the utterances of Indians on political and other matters ;
but that he and others like him would be quite prepared to
give a respectful hearing to those who had anything to say on
the Religion and Philosophy ofthe Hindus.

Before closing | think it my duty to pronounce the hallow-
ed name of Vivekananda’'s Great Master Ramkrisna Param-

hansa, the root of that majestic plant out of which Viveka-
nanda has come forth as a splendid flower. Paramhansa Dev
was the living Impersonation of the Catholic Spirit of Hindu-
ism. Now, if the disciple is great it is because the Master is
greater. And need | add that in rendering thanks to the
disciple for the good work that he has been doing, we are at
the same time offering bur humble tribute of honour and re-
verence, to that Great Master, who has made the existence of
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men like Vivekananda possible in this 19th century. lvi
only conclude by giving my hearty support to the TW
' Resolution.

Babu Jotindra Lall Mittra said

Gentlemen—Let me first of all salute the feet ofi
Lord God, the Life of all living creatures the Riera
the universe ; and while rendering thanks to Vivekanans
and the American people, let me* in all humility ag
the name of God with that of the Lord Ramkrishna Parai
hansa Dev, the Great Spiritual Guide who is uxustioM
ably the root of the present religious revivial, by wa
inspired the Swami has been capable of making ahl
successful appeal to the Americans by his exposition of Hu+
ism, and whose advent has made it possible for alky
man like myself without learning, without social ptin
without spiritual culture to make a speech before this agg
assembly. | am deeply convinced that the proceedings!
this great meeting cannot possibly be complete unless 4
hallowed name of the Lord Ramkrishna Paramhaifl
Dev is uttered with reverence in this hall. As regards th
Swami's work and the generous treatment received by to
at the hands of the Americans, it seems to me that we
three great lessons to learn. In the first place, we are @gi
that it is to the American's love of Truth that their gpf
ciation of Hinduism is due, a religion which in its catholic"!
its wisdom and its purity, is based upon Truth. It is remark*"
that the Americans who feel a real thirst for spiritual alin
arranged for a Parliament of Religions in connection within
World’s Fair. .o 41

In the second place we are taught that thé time is a*
when Hinduism will cease to be regarded as a superstition
idolatrous and worthless religion, but will be looked yt
as Sana'tan, that is, a universal, living, scientific, infaM*

religion.



[ 33 ]

In the third place, we are taught that the principles of
Hinduism cannot be communicated through the medium of
speeches, or through printed publications. The Aryan Rishi
showed this by his d?uly life, a life with the minutest incidents
of which—sitting, standing, walking, lying down, or sleeping,
eating, bathing &c.— his religion is intimately bound up. The
Hindu and his religion are inseparable from each other»’
His religion is mixed up with his very blood and must be
assimilated to his very bones and marrow. Let us give
up words and turn our attention once more to real work as
prescribed by our Skdstras which alone shall enable us to
attain the end of life. With these remarks | have much,
pleasure in supporting the Third Resolution.

The Resolution was then put to the vote and carried
unanimously.

The Chairman then read before the meeting the following
letters from the leading Orthodox members of the Hindu
Community, who had expressed their regret for their inability
to be present at the meeting.

.
From Rajah Rajendra Narain Deb Bahadur.
Shovabazar, Raj-Bati.

5th September, 1894.
To

The Chairman of the meeting.
Dear Sir,

I regret that my ill-health disables me from attending the
meeting. | would therefore request you to convey to the
meeting my hearty sympathy with its object. | need hardly
say that Swami Vivekananda richly deserves the thanks of
the Hindu Community for his very able exposition of the
essential principles of Hinduism.

Yours faithfully,
(Sd.) Rajendra Narain Deb.
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1.
From Sir Romesh Chandra Mitter>kt.

Bhowanipur,

5th September, 184
To

Babu Narendro Nath Sen.
My dear Narendro Babu,

Owing to my health and other causes | am unable to ke
present at the Town Hall meeting of to-day. That great
services have been rendered to the cause of Hinduism by
Srimut Vivekananda Swami at the Parliament of Religions
at Chicago, and that they are gratefully appreciated by the
Hindus, cannot in my opinion be questioned. But | hae
heard that some persons professing other religions think that
the address of the Swami to the Parliament of Religions m
the 19th September, 1893, is not a correct exposition of te
Hindu Religion. | believe that this opinion proceeds frar
their ignorance of the principles upon which the Hindu Rdi
gion is founded.

Yours sincerely,
(Sd.)) Romesh Chandra Mitter.

1.
From Babu Issan Chandra Mookerjee.
To
Pundit Raj Kumar Nyayaratna and others.
Gentlemen,

Since the meeting was proposed and it was arranged t
I should be one of those who would convene the meeting,
have come to Ghazipur in the N. W. Provinces, and I
gret 1 am thus precluded from attending the meeting and tak
ing part in its proceedings. | hope, however, that the meeting
Will be numerously and respectably attended and that i
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proceedings will be conducted in a befitting manner, in short
that the meeting will be a complete success.

Nothing in this age of progress and enlightenment has
been so much misunderstood and misrepresented by foreigners
pretending to understand it, as Hinduism; Swami Viveka.-
nanda has succeeded in dispersing the mist that gathered
round this subject and placing Itin a proper light before the
American Public. As it is not unlikely that men whose in-
terest it is to disparage and disrate Hinduism may endeavour
to make people believe that the Hinduism expounded by
Swami Vivekananda at the Parliament of Religions at
Chicago is not the Hinduism of the it behoves us as
Hindus to lose no time in offering our congratulations to our
distinguished countryman for his successful representation of
our Religion and thus practically declaring to the world that
in expounding Hinduism in the way he has done, he has only
echoed our sentiments and those of our .

The American public who have accepted the exposition of
Swami Vivekananda with such a liberal and charitable spirit
and who have accorded him such warm reception are also en-
titled to a share of our gratitude, and in congratulating the.
Swami we should take occasion to record our thanks to the
Americans.

These are the business of to-day’s meeting and | hope my

colleagues have arranged for their disposal in a proper
manner.

Ghazipur, v Yours faithfully,
The 3rd Sept. 1894. J (Sd.) ISSAN CHANDRA MOOKERJEB.
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V.

From Babu SirishChandra Bose.

Ghazipur,

4th September, 18%4.
Dear Sirs,

It gives me extreme pleasure to learn that a public meet-
ing is going to be held to consider how best to express grati-
tude to Swami Vivekananda. Better late than never, fa
Bengal would have done better to thank its Bengali represent-
ative earlier. But Vivekananda is a personage whom now
the whole world may claim as its own. | hereby express nmy

entire satisfaction for the steps taken by the promoters of te
meeting.

Yours faithfully,
(Sd.) Sirish Chandra Bose.
Munsiff, Ghazipur.

From Rai Bahadur GaganChandra R

[ Ghazipur,
4th September, 18%.

To

Pundit Raj Kumar Nyayaratna and others.
Gentlemen,
o rregr.é‘t my inébility to join the meéting for expressing
our gratitude to Swami Vivekananda for his able representa-
tion of Hinduism at the Parliament of Religions at Chicago,

and to thank the American people for the cordial reception
they have accorded to him.
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Expressing my warm sympathy with the object of the
meeting,

I remain,
Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
(Sd.) Gagan Chandra Roy.

The speeches evoked constant and enthusiastic applause,
and created in the minds of the audience, a feeling of deep
reverence for Swami Vivekananda and of profound sympathy
for the noble and glorious work done by him, to the cause of
Hinduism.

With a vote of thanks to the Chair proposed by Kumar
Dinendra Nath Roy and seconded by Babu Nanda Lall
Mookerjee, the meeting separated at 7-45 p. m.
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APPENDIX.

THE ORIGINAL SPEECHES IN BENGALLI.
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