
l 

~ 
1 1~----

-! A CHRISTCHURCH_ QUACK 
UNMASKED~ 

OR 

THE LIFE AND TEACHING 
. OF 

A. BENTLY WORTHINGTON, 
Alias S AMUEL ' O AKLEY CRAWFORD , alias E uGENE SAMUEL 

B ouvi E'R W ALTo N , alias MAJOR EuGENE B ouvmR, 

alias E uGENE BoNNER, alias E. R. BA~NERToN , 

alias MoNs. B ENNATEAU , alias MAJOR H oRACE 

O AKL EY WooD, alias ARTHUR W o o D , alias w._. D. 
WooD, alias A RLIN GT ON B u c K INGHAM V'v ADs w oRT H , 

alias G E N ERAL A. B. \ iV ARD, alias JoHN D. CRAW

FORD, alias R. J. Q u iGLEY, 

AN D 

MARY H. PLUNKETT, 
EXAMINED AND EXPOSED 

BY 

REV. JOt! N HOSKING,· · 
Methodist F ree Chu1·ch Minister, S t . A s:r,ph Sf1'ee\ 

C h1'istchu.nh. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING. 

CHRIST C H URCH : 

H . J ~ Weeks , o~ St . Martin' s, General P rin ter & Bookbinder , High S treet . 

1893 . 

May be obtained from the leading Booksellers throug hout New Zea land, 
or from the Author, 26, Durham Street . Christchurch. 



/ 

/ 

CCNTENTS. 

Photo and Description of Worthington 

Article from the Australasian 

Two Letters from America 

Declaration of Marriage Contract as Null and Void 

Worthington's Rules for the Inner Circle 

Worthington's Wonderful Hymnology 

How Worthington Stole a Lecture 

Funny Bits about his Followers 

How Worthington· Backbites the Parsons 

Correspondence about the Teaching 

Some Remarkable Illustrations and .Stories 

· How Short Legs are Cured 

The Teaching Condemned by the Bible 

Wonderful Disclosures from Am~rica 

John J. Pl'unkett Applies for Divorce 

Worthington's Troubles with His Various Wives 

Gigantic Swindles by Worthington 

Crawford, alias Worthington in Goal 

Bannerton, alias Worthington, Deserts his Wives 

Tries to wear Plunkett's Trousers 

Mrs. Plunkett's Statement 

Her Courtship with Worthington 

Worthington Confesses his Misdeeds 

Patience Enjoined by Mrs. Plunkett 

Divorce by Metaphysics 

The ~arriage Ceremony 

Tit-Bits, Rare Bits, and Funny Bits, by Mrs. Plunkett· 
W orthington 

Concluding Notes by Rev. J. Hosking 



I 

From l'lu-1 World, July, 1.8K9. 

A . l '") . J. v\lOI~THINGTON. 

''\NoRTHINGTON is about forty-eight to fifty years old, of 
rnedium height. weighs c:1bout 140 to 150 pounds, has (iark 
grayish hair brushed sn1oothly well down on the left temple 

and parted di<-1gon:'..lly , 2tc 2l·blue srayish and expt·c .s~-: ivt;; 

eyes, perfect t eeth, is a tluent and easy talker~ sociably in
ciinecl, with fine address---in fact he is considered « vc~--~, 

handsome ancl attractive 111.:1.n; he wears no bea rd and his 
manner is that of a well-bred gentleman." 

. i-\. \ \ ' • ~ • • I . I ! ' ' 
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STARTLING REVELATIONS 
OF 

w mtrlinotonianism in omerioa 
And Chrristehutteh. 

OR nearly three years two persons have been disseminating 
peculiar teaching in Christchurch. They are known as Mr.· 
and Mrs. Wol'thington. .A society has been formed called the 
"Students of Truth;" a bui]dillg h:ts been erected called "The 
Temple of 'rruth;" a small magazine is issued to the public 

·monthly, called the "Comforter,'' by which the public may become 
acquainted with the teaching of the above-na,med individuals. We 
ha.ve interested ourselves in this rem<trka,ble movement and have in 
our po . .;session a number of facts about this teaching and its propa
gandists. 

In the A~tst1·alasian of Oct. 12th, 1889, we find the New York 
correspondent writing .Aug. 18th a.s fo1lows :-

"This country has been suffering for some time from a plague of 
'Christian Scientists,' whose title has the appositeness arising from 
the fact that they are neither Christian nor scientists, but either 
uncommon fools or simple swindlers, or, as sometimes happens) a 
combination of both. They a.re the successors of the spiritualists who 
spread over the land . some twenty-five or thirty years ago, and many 
of whose victims found their way to the insane asylum or the grave. 
They claim to be able to detect and cure disease by means quite un
known to any school of medicine, and indeed despise all medicine, 
relying on their intltte11ce over pa,tients whom they can first inspire 
wjth absolute 'faith.' It is a, very convenient arrangement, as anyone 
can see. If the patient gets better, or thinks that he or she-gener
ally she-is better, why the result is credited to 'faith;' if the 
contrary happens it is bectmse there is a htck of '£a,ith,' and naturally 
the Scientists n.re not to be held :wcounta,ble. There is no denying 
that the peculiar state of the mi ,,d and r1erve into which weak persons 
can be thrown by appertls to their emotions does sometimes produce 
very curious effects upon their bodies; and there is no end to the 
cases of cures that would indeed be remnrka.b]e if one were not too 
exacting iu the matter of evidence a~1d n l'e quite puzzling in any case. 
But the consequences whe11 n. number of huma.n beillgs of either sex 
get to feeling that they are in direct comnm1Jiea.tion with the divine 
will, and are indepe11dent of and a.bove the ordi11:try laws of society, 
are sure to be mi!.ielJi~v~,us, and :Lre ~1ometime :' disgusting. For 
instance, a few weeks agu it was 1Lnnou11eed. in the papers that a cer
tr~in 1\'[rs .. , Plunkett, who mai11b.ined n shop of Christian Science in 
this city with her husb[md, and· ran a weekly paper devoted to the 
propaganda of their patent f;.titb . had divorced h~rs~lf from her 



I 
husband with hie consent. and had set up a. Beparate eetabliBhment, 
both professional and dowestic, with one Worthington. The fact 
excited no more general i11terest than would the story that a noted 
gambler had had a row with his 'girl' and taken another. But 
shortly, as the story percolated through the countq press, £acts began 
to be reported as to the male member of the new firm of Ohri~tians. 
It appeared that he had been married before, and not in· the slip-shod 
way of his present associates, but in due legal form, and not to one 
only, but to eight different women; that he had deserted one after 
another, after having robbed them of whateveT money he could lay 
hands on; · that he had left his last-named wife penniless and about to 
become a mother, taking some 12,000 dollar~, which waa all she had 
in the world. He had also swindled a number of men, some in quite 
large amounts, and, in several rases, with the aid of forgery. He 
seems to have been a very accomplished scoundrel, with a curious 
faculty for fascinating men as well as women. In one case, with only 
a few hundred dollars in cash, he settled in West Virginia, bought a. 
handsome country place, lived for six months in luxury with two 
women, whom he introduced as his 'sisters,' decamped, and in the 
next six month~ made several thousand dollars more by selling West 
Virginia land that he had never seen, to one of the shrewdest of our 
p<1liticjans and speculators .. 

"w·hen facts like these came to the knowledge of Mrs. Plunkett
Worthington, the scamp made a confession that he pretended was 
complete, and she put him in biding and prepared to meet his various 
victims. So far she has had to dea.l o11ly with the women, and she 
says th~tt she hns convinced them that their heartless mate is now a. 
'pure soul' purged by faith, and preparing to lead a life of holy ser
vice to his race. hy which the past shall he compensated and redeemed, 
and be be fitted for an eternity of blis." with her. But if she has to 
make terms with the detectives, I imagine sbe will need some more 
satisfactory all(l ~u L.~L111tinl basis o£ argument, and though she says 
that it wuulcl be the \rorst of hells to believe tb[tt she must live with
out him , i 11 this world or in the next , so long as she conceals his 
whereabuuis the law may at any time :-:eize her as an accomplice after 
tbe fact to some very vulgar swindles. :: 11d put her where her idea of 
hell will be fully realised. When such thi1~gs are possible in this city 
among perl':ons some of whom, like 1\iii'~ . Plunkett, are of more than 
usual intelligence in ordinary mattel'~. what wonder is it that the 
grossest F:uperstitions prevail among t\1e utterly ignorant negroes of 
the south Of these the latest exam pie is the appearance in the 
mountains of Georgia, of a negro exhorter who claims to be Jesua 
Christ, an.i whom his people in great 1111rnbers are following blindly.·· 
So long as the results were harmless they were let alone,· but when 
one poor mother strangled her babe nt the dictntion of the black 
Me~siah to save it from some devil tl1at was pursuing it, the l&.w 
interfered and the cJ-.ief with two or three of his most active aids 
including the mother, were seized and sent to the country lunati~ 
asylu~, Thereupon another negro, who also had always lived in the 
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neighbourhood, and was as ignonw t as the rest, came out and pro. 
claimed that he was not Jesus simp1y, but the veritable God re-appear
ing on the earth in human form to call to repen btttce those who would 
be saved. Some of the reports of the utterance::; of these poor deluded 
creatures are infinitely pathetic. Through their rude degraded 
language rung now and again with weil'd emphasis, taken from the 
distortion of thick tongues the familiar and sublime biblical phrases. 
The delusion is evidently complete and the wretched field-hands who 
leave their harvests to rot in the ground to follow one whom they 
believe to be the Son or the Father himself, strewing the paths 
beneath his black feet with palmetto leaves, mounting him on a 
plantation mule and in every way imitating as far as they can the 
scenes of Palestine, are objects of profound pity. The modern world 
reads of Leon Tolstoi donning the peasant garb in the far plains of 
Russia, and washing the feet of those who were his servants, and 
~loquence and genius with which he tells his own story, redeem the 
essential lw1acy of the experience. To my mind the Georgia negro is 
the less dis pleasing." 

A. gentleman in Christchurch wrote to two friends of his in 
America., anent Worthington, and received the two following letters 
in reply:-

"All communications on Editorial Busines-s should be sent to 
. Orange, New Jersey. 

"New Church Messenger, 20, Cooper Union, New York, 
"Rev. C. H. Mann, Editor, 

"Orange, N. J., April, 21, 1892. 
"My Dear Mr. Thompson, 

"Your letter of :!\'larch 21 has been this morning received, 
I am very grateful for your appreciative words i11 regard to my work. 
Such a.pprecintion is most helpful to me. It seems to me very prob
able, attcl indeed nJmost certain that ' the Mr. and Mrs. A.. B. Worth
ington and Mary H. Plunkett are those of n hom we heard a great deal in 
New York about two or three year:-; n.go, a11d who then disappeared from 
public knowledge. It was stated at that time that Mr. Worthington 
had left for parts unknown. What became of Mrs. Plunkett I had 
no knowledge. vVhile I cannot answer in any way fo}.' their past 
lives, or present possibilities of usefulness, most especially being 
doubtful i11 rega,rd to Mr. \\Tortbington, I think that it is only just to 
them to suspend judgment based upon past life, and to receive them 
according to their present possibility of beit1g useful to the com
munity. By that test they should be tried. Whethel' teachings of 
the character sugge~ted in the circub.r, and formerly promulgated in 
the paper conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Plunkett in New York, could 
be made of use by New Church people, I am inclined to think it very 
doubtful. I believe that there is a better and more Christian· Science 
tha11 this. But I am ready to let Mr. and lVIrs. Worthington go on 
their way in peace. Hoping that this letter may be of use to you, 

"I am, most sincerely yours1 C. H. MANN, M&. Fr." _.... 



~'Drs. Holcombe and Aitkin, 
"2b8, St. Charles Street Avenue, 

"Mr. John Thompson, 
"New Orleans, La. · April 21, 1889. 

"Dear Sir : I do not remember having ever met Mr. 
~·B. Worthington. I saw Mrs. Plunkett last for two or three 
weeks in Chicago in 1887. I was struck, as everyone was, with her 
talent, her zea~, and enthusiasm. She was not happily married, and· 
her temperament was so sanguine, and so intensely nervous, that she 
was just the woman to be swept away into some kind of a cranky, un
conventional eccentricity. Her open and deliberate desertion of her 
husband and children for Mr. Worthington excited the indignation 
of all who knew her, and the pity of all who loved her, and their 
name was Legion. Her conduct inflicted a terrible blow on Christian 
Science in this country, from which it has never recovered. 

" They are not New · Church people in any sense of the word· 
They are working out the problem of life on altogether di:ffer€\nt lines 
from ours. They may be or may have become very good people. It 
would Le Christian charity, such as I would attempt to exercise if 
called upon to do so, to ignore their past, a.nd take them for what 
they really are, or seem to be at present. Let them have a fair 
field and a good chance to perform any uses of which they may be 
capable. 

"Believe me, dear sir, you:rs truly, 
"VlM. H. HoLCOMBE." 

In the CHRISTI.A.N SciENCE Monthly Magazine of America we 
fcrllnd the following letter which appeared about three years ago:-

" SPECIAL NOTICE by the said Mary H. Plunkett and 
John ,J. T. Plunkett. 

"We the undersigned, havir1g dedicated our lives to the service 
of The Good, and determined to speak, act and live in accordance 
with it, do declare both to you who faithfully serve, a.nd to you who 
earnestly seek, tb:e truth as follows: 

" For many years, we have recognized that the affection between 
us was purely fraternal, and we have lived and wor]{ed together a.s 
friends. Having feared the results of its publication and the 
possibility of our example proving dangerous to others, we have 
hitherto concealed this fact. We lw·ve now gained riper wisdom: we 
know with deep and glad certainty that Truth always and everywhere 
proves a blessing, not a curse ; \ve know that our action, far from 
being a stumblingblock, will on 1y aid the many who a.re striving to 
solve the same problem. We therefore, from the rnost profound 
con'viction of d~~ty, do Jointl/J dtdm·e ou1· rnm·riage contract null and 
void in so fa?· rts -it lies 1:n o-ur power to ?'ender it so. Ir.. thus candidly 
taking this sta.nd before humanit.v, whom we love and strive to serve, 
we experience thu.t • peace that passeth understanding' which the 
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world and the opm1on of the world cannot give or disturb. The 
Truth has made us free ! 

"JoHN J. T. PLUNKETT. 

"New York April 3, 1889. "MaRY H. PLUNKETT." 

Dr. Talmage of America preacned a sermon bearing on this 
teaching when it wa.:-; known by the name of Spiritualism. In his 
sermon entitled " The J:{eligion of Ghosts " we read as follows :-

,,I indict spiritualism also, because it is a social and mctrital curse. 
The worst deeds of licentiousness, and the worst orgie~ of obscenity, 
have been enacted under its patronage. The story is too vile for me 
to tell. I will not pollute my tongue nor your ears with the recited. 
Sometimes the civil law has been evoked to stop the outrage. 
Farm~lies innumerable have been broken up by it. It has pushed off 
hundreds of young women ·into n life of profligacy. It talks about 
'elective affinities,' and 'affinitn.l . relation,' and 'spiritual matches,' 
and adopts the whole vocabular_y of free-lovism. In one of its public 
journals, it declares 'marria,q.e is the rnonstm· curse of civilization.' ' It 
is a source of debauchery and intemperance.' I£ spiritualism could 
have its full swing it would turn this world into a pandemonium of 
carnality. It is an unclean, a,dulterous, damnable religion, and the 
sooner it drops into hell from which it rose, the better both for earth 
and heaven. J!,or the sake of man's honour and woman's purity I 
say let the last vestige of it perish for ever. · I wish I could gather up 
all the raps it has ever heard from spirits blessed or damned, and 
gather them all in its own head in one thundering rap of annihilation." 
-Sermon, "The Religion of Ghosts." 

"Parting hw:lumds and wives is one ofthe notorious tendencies of 
spirituali8m. 'l'he oldest and most influential teacher of spiritualism 
has had two wives, each of whom he encoura.ged to get divorced · 
before he married them. When one of the most eloquent trance
speakers left her husbaud, he came out and stated that he knew sixty 
cases of media leaving comp~.nions. We heard· one of the most 
impressional speakers sn y to :i: large audience that slte was cornp.elled 
by spi1·its to secede from her husband 1-oifk whom she was living ve1:1f 
happily. We lately he<Lrd a. very intellectual, eloquent, and popular 
normal speaker say, in n.n eloquent address to a large convention of 
spiritualists, that 'he ·would to Hod that it had parted twenty where 
where it had paried one.' In short, wherever we go, we find this 
tendency to Spiritualism."-" Spiritualism as it is/' pp. 10, 11. 

"After years of careful investigation, we are compelled, much 
against au1· inclinat£ons, to admit that more than one half of our 
travelling media, speakers, and prominent ~piritualists, are guilty of 
immoral and licentious practices that have justly provoked the 
abhorrence of all right-thinking people."-:- Ibid p. 20. 



Mr. Worthington published a volume of lectures some tirrAe ago 
in Christchurch, and dellit:ated it, " To her, whose gentle love drew 
me from the 'paths d sin '-whose life each hour is more Chri~t-like 
than any I have ever . known-my companion, co-la.bourer, couunue, 
friend, and wife." From this dedication we have the right to infer 
that the author was, at one time of his life, in the '' paths of sin." 

It appears that the students are divided into two classes,-the 
outer and inner cil·cle. For the "inner circle" a book has been pub
lished, called the " ORDER OF '.rHE TEMPLE " and in that book we read 
that:-

"The object of this Order is to q uickeu mankind into the con
sciousness of the kingdom of heaven at ha11d. The distinctive feature 
of this Order is its interpretation of man a.s the Two-in-one, whose 
conscious realization must reveal to him an ascending scale in spirit
ual manifestation, which compels the animal to give place tu the 
spiritual in the sun·ender of any and all sex commerce, and sub~:~titute 
t~1erefor the transforming of body or embodiment through the renew
ing or development of the mind instead of through birth and death. 
The Order is absolutely uusectarian, and recognizes no creed, nation
ality, colour, sex, or superiority or individuals, but rather regards hu
maoity as a unit· inseparable. All applicH.nts for memb.ership must 
apply in writing. Only those will be 1·eceived .in mernberJhip w.'to, qf 
thei1· own free will, choose and are dete?·mined to live lives of ch:1slity 
and continence. Each men1 ber is required to remit one guinea (live 
dollars) upon joining the Order, and one guinea every six m011ths 
thereafter. All moneys will be used for propaganda of the objed::l of 
this Order throughout the world Should a member at any time · 
undergo a change of mind, relati \'O to the obligation of the OrJer, 
he or she is required to make a s~ . rt~ment of that fact to the Seere-

.tary in writing, which act shall opet';tte as a release from the Order. 
No member so released will be eligible to membership there:tfter 
within the period of twelve mo11th;:;. .Personal inspection of any aud 
all books, accounts, proceedings, records, and minutes will be afforded 
any member of the Order upon application. There is an old-fasbi1111ed 
tradition, almost universnl, that God lives and is manifest only in a 
place called heaven; a limitation that excludes Him from the life ·1nd 
conditions or this world. This delusion must be overcome-gnnvn 
out of---,-destroyed, for it is a 'covenant with death,' and an 'agree
ment with hell,' as is seen in the oft-repeated preparation for-the 
expectation of-death, as the men.ns by which we enter heaven and 
see God. Education in the tradition, or belief called death, fastened 
upon all as soon as they are old enough to be taught, is, n.s it were, 
the great red dragon watching at the birth-couch of the race, u.ad 
planning its funera.l rite before it bas been born. Infancy is chris
tened 'a wor:;~ of the dust.' The entire thought of the parents, fam
ily, n.nd acquai11ta.nces, together with the education of the child itself, 
are based upon, regulated and controlled by their agreement with 
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death and the grave. This mental habit of an- absent God and heaven 
must be abandoned when we know the Truth, for 'Our covenant 
with death shall be disannulled, and our agreement with bell shall 
not stand.' In Truth alone is freedom from flesh bondage. We 
understand that all things desirable are premised to him that ·over
cometh, and that in no other way can they be gained; therefore we 
seek to overcome the world while we remain in it; seek to be in it, 
not of it, e~pecting thereby to attain a higher overcoming than would 
be possible in hermitage, convent, monastery, or any place where we 
should be shielded from temptation. We realize there is but one sure 
and safe control, which is the self-control of a life that has found itself in 
tiod. We realize the second coming within ou1·selves al1·ead.1f, and by this 
aid we strive to be perfect, even as our Father is perfect. We hold the ab
solute, primal virgin concept, original a1ui immaculate, that we are 11ow 
members of the body of Christ, the only begotten of God ; that all 
that we ever were, or can be, we are now. Birth, Death, and Re-in
carnation belong to the law and prophets which were until John; 
since that time the Kingdom of God is preached. ' As surely as the 
tender glory of God's love came into Jesus, so surely the same is 
coming into humanity at large. The gentleness and clemency. of this 
love so prevails in the spiritual atmosphere in which the true selves 
of men live and think, that, unawares, the bard and vin~ictive thoughts 
of their forefathers are melted out of them. 'l,he natural human 
race is becoming concerned, and is asking how to become a divine 
human race; and they will soon hear what they have never heard, 
and understand what they have never understood, and rejoice as they 
have never rejoiced. How great will be their exultation, to see their 
whole nature intact, on a higher plane, the -virus of lust and the 
poison of sin alone excepted! Humanit.~r is humanity to 'eternity, a 
richly complex, dual unity. Blessed are they who have entered into a 
divine discontent with the na,tu1·ril form of this uuity. 'J.lhe natural 
man and woman have no conception of the divine form and bliss of 
their nature. In its twelve-fold, jewel led purity, it is now coming 
down from God out of Heaven. :Many are receiving it with intense 
delight. And all who are ill at ease under the degradation of their 
natural, are being prepared for the evolution of their divine-natural, 
condition.' This Orde·r holds up ffJ tlte world th.e purest, whitest li,qltt 
known, showing that at last man has reached tha,t stage in his evolu
tion when the trammels of the flesh can hold him no longer, and 
henceforth he lives only to lift up the Christ. To this light all men 
shall be drawn, there to await the next step in knowledge of their 
Father's will concerning them. We already understand that :--The 
object and necessity of Creation is tbe manifestation of God-the 
Good. That which the Christian calls God; the .Jew, Jehovah; the 
Hindoo, Brahm; the Mohammedan, Allah; the Chinese, Supreme 
Cause; the Physical Scientist, ]"'orce; and Jesus, Spirit-is Abstract 
Being, or the Universal Princip1e-Love, in process of unfoldment 
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and manifestation. It appears to man as divine tenderness, or a 
'consuming fire,' according as he obeys the inner self, or the seduc
tive claims of sense-the outer self. The 'fall of man ' was towards 
God, instead of away frorn God; the first step in Spiritual evolution 
from 'ignorance to wisdom, from image to likeness, from Lord to 
Christ. The Atonemont is the reconciliation of man to God, and is 
made to reveal God's love, not to satisfy His justice. · The Atonement 
is not the cause of God's love to man, but the flowing out of that 
love. Jesus the flesh, the son of Mary, was nailed to the tree. Christ 
the Son. of God felt ne~ nail, knew no deaJth, was lifted up and 
is drawing all men unto Him. Jesus brought life and immor
tality to light. He claimed for mankind, collectively and in
dividually, .A.LL THAT HE CLAIMED FOR RIMS I!}LF. When 
we rise to an understanding of ourselves, we shall know our
selves as Spiritual, and that our fleshly representative is but one of 
many bodies which we have used in our unfoldment. Reform efforts 
fail because they try to cleanse the sepulchre by dressing up the out
side, while the only possible remedy is that taught by Jesus Christ, 
whiah is the supremacy gf realization, by man, of his spiritual nature, 
and consequent privilege of dominion. The so-called miracles were 
wrought in keeping with a higher law of externalization than is 
generally understood. The husbandman produces bread and wine, 
and is as ignorant of HOW he does it, as he is of the HOW of the 
miracles. In both cases it is the work of God-or First Cause. 
Jesus the most advaneed evolution ever upon earth, brought the 
externalizing power to bear direc.tly, >vithout the interveution of soil, 
rain, and sunshine. These supplies exist in a.n inexhaustible abun
dance, and THOUGHT IS THE EXTERNAI"IZING POWER. Jt may work 
slowly through means, or directly, and at once through one imbued 
with understanding. Through this understanding, and this alone, 
must come the solution o£ all social, political and ethical questions. 
With all our getting, let us get this true understanding, nothing else 
is worth while." 

Mr. Worthington asserts that we can be educated to such a state 
that we can be " two in one," i.e., as he interpreted it publicly ·one 
Sunday evening a.t the Oddfe1lows' Hall, man and woman in one body. 
He teaches that God is He, She, and It. 'J:lhe passage in page 155 
of lectures reads " The conception of God as a anything, shuts out 
the true conception of Him who is at once He, She, and It. Who as 
such, is not Person, But its opposite, Principle." 

Now we look upon such teaching as the direst blasphemy, and 
however the Christians o£ Christchurch can be gulled with such 
quackery is a very vexed question. 
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MORE REVELATIONS ABOUT WORTHINGTONISM. 
Mrs. Emma Hardinge- Britten, in a lecture delivered by her in 

J3oston, in 1873, and reported in the Melbourne'' Harbinger of Light," 
for October of that year, says:-

,,I wish now to speak of that popular doctrine which is identify
ing itself with spiritualism over the len,qth and breadth of the land, 
which propo ::;es to reform all the evils of our social system b!f the 
ab1·ogation ~~ the ma1·?·iage tie. It has been too publicly bruited, too 
uni versn.lly admitted that the spiritualists are the only · sect, and the 
only class of persons who la1:qely and openly maintain this doctrine, for 
us to shrink or evade the responsibility of speaking of it. . I 
have nothing to say against those who say that the social evils can be 
eradicated by the abrogation of the marriage tie; but what I have 
asked of them, what I have pleaded for, and that for which I pro
tested against them to high Hea.ven is, that they should not affirm 
that spiritualism and their doctrine are one and the same thing. 
I cannot cousent to hn,ve my holy religion identified with this wild 
and insane n.ttempt at reform, which I consider to be the darkest blot 
that ltas ever 1·ested upon the hemisphere of social life. . I . cannot ; I · 
will not." 

'rhere are certain matters that we intend to examine that · are 
somewhat peculia,r to Mr. Worthington, such as the denial of the 
reality of sin, pain, matter, den.th etc. These we will deal within the 
present course. I have carefully examined the teaching of Mr. 
Worthington, and have no hesitation in saying that he is the rankest 
infidel I have met. By smooth words and graceful gestures, by an 
oily tongue and mesmeric influence, he is leading many inte the dark 
p~ttbs of doubt. lVLtny a.re befooled because they see him using the 
Bible, but did not the Devil quote the Bible to our Lord in the 
wilderness? Mrtny are gulled with this deceitful conveyor of old 
junk because he uses the hymns of Sa,nkey, Wesley and others in his 
reli~ious services. But 1 hn.ppen to hn.ve in my possession the Hymn 
book specially prepared for the "Students of '!'ruth" and let me give . 
a few specimens of the medley that is being tuned by the worshippers 
of Diana in our .moden1 Ephesus. 

Worthington's YEmsion. 

SAFE in the steps of .T esus, 
Safe in the paths He trod, 

For, by His life clirceted, 
Will we be one with God. 

Hark! to the voice of Spirit, 
Calling from earth awn.y, 

Into the realm of Substttnce, 
Waiting for you to-day. 

True Version. 

SAFE in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe on His gentle breast, 

There by His loye o'ershaded, 
Sweetly my soul shall rest. 

Hark! 'tis the voice of angels, 
Borne in a song to me, 

Over the fields of glory, 
Over the jasper sea. 



WORTHINGTON'S VERSION. 
HocK o£ Ages, cleft for me, 
I am hiding now in Thee ; 
And the water and the life, 
Manifests to us Thy love; 
For our sin a perfect cure, 
Saving from its guilt and power. 

All the labour of our hands, 

10 

Meet at once the laws demands; 
Now that we have learned to know, 
That our tears need never flow ; 
For our errol's to atone, 
Christ destroys them all alone. 

Nothing in our hands we bring, 
Simply to the Truth we cling; 
Never naked, needing dress, 
Christ is all our righteous11ess; 
He's the refugP, always nigh, 
And in Him we never die. 

Whatiscalled this 'fleeting breath,' 
Pushing mortals into death ; 
And the dreaded judgnwnt thrune, 
Brings us purer joys unknown; 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
I am hiding now in Thee. 

TRUE VERSION. 
RocK of Age~, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself i11 Thee; 
Let the wn.ter ~ltd the blood, 
l!""'rum Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin' the double cure, 
Save me from its guilt and power. 

Not the labour of my hands, 
Can fulfil Thy law's demands; 
Could m_y zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow ; 
All for sin could not atone, 
Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling; 
Nn ked, come to Thee for dress, 
He! pleas, look to Thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly, 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
Wheu mine eyes shallelose in death; 
-When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee on Thy jadgment-throne; 
Rock o~ Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

HAFPY day, happy day, HAPPY day, happy day, 
When Truth took error all away ; When. Jesus washed m_y sins away; 
By It I've learned to watch nnd pray, . Hetaughtmehowto watch and pray, 
Live free from sickness every day; And live rejoicing every day; 
Happy day, happy me! Happy day, happy day, 
ForChristtheTruthhassetmefree. When Jesus washed my sins away. 

l:N darkest shades the Truth is near, IN darkest shades, if Thou appear 
Turning the night to day; [star, My dawning is begun ; [star: 

Christ is our soul's bright morning Thou art my soul's bright morning 
And He the shining Way. And Thou my rising sun. 

My soul rejects this heavy clay, 
At that transporting word; 

Runs up with joy the blessed way, 
To know more of my Lord. 

Fearless of hell and dreaded death, 
I'd break through every foe ; 

The fire of loveandstrengthoffaith, 
Will bear me conqueror through. 

My soul would leavethisheavyclay 
At that transporting word · ' 

Run up with joy the shining 'way 
To see and praise my Lord. ' 

Fearless of hell and ghas.tly dPath 
I'd .break through every foe ; ' 

The wmgs of love, a!1darmsoffaith 
Would bearmecouqu'ro1·through: 
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WORTHINGTON'S VERSION. TRUE VERSION. ·, . 
JEsus teacher of the Truth JEsu, Lover of my soul 

That our Father's always nigh Let me to Thy bosom :tly, 
When the waves of error rise While the nearer waters roll, 

· And the fierce temptations try; While the tempest still is high; 
He does hide us, safely hides Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide 

'Till the dream of sin is past, Till the sturm of life be past, 
Safe into the Truth He guides Safe into the haven guide, 

Which we find is rest at last. 0 receive my soul at last. 

Other refuge there is none Other refuge have I nane 
But the Truth of God with thee, Hangs my helpless soul on Thee, 

And with It I'm not alone Leave, ah! leave me not alone, 
It SU!Jports and comforts me; Still support and comfort me; 

All my trust on It is stayed All my trust on Thee is stay'd 
All my help from It I bring, All my help from Thee I bring, 

And It eovers now my head Cover my defenceless head 
With the shadow of Its 'wing. With the shadow of ':J..lhy wing. 

Christ the Truth is all I w·ant Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want, 
Everything in Him I find, More than all in Thee I find, 

Hope to falle11, strength to faint Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Health to sick, and sight to blind; Heal the sick, and lead the blind ; 

God and Good, His holy name Just and holy is Thy name; 
Giving me His righteousness, I am all unrighteousness, 

For my sense of sin and shame False and full of sin I am: 
:B'illing me with Truth and grace. Thou art full of truth and grace. 

Plenteous grace with Him is found Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace that roots out all my sin, Grace to cover all my sin, 

Now the healing streams abound Let the healing streams abound, 
Make me, keep me pure within ; Make and keep me pure within; 

Thou of life the .1:!-,ountrtin art Thou of life the Fountain art, 
I am drinking now of Thee, Freely let me take of Thee, 

Find Thee springing iu my heart Spring Thou up within my heart, 
There for all eternity. Rise to all eternity. · · 

These a.re only a few samples out of many that could be given. 
They are enough to turn the ashes of the dead poets in their graves, 
and the living poets ought to proceed against A. B. W. for fraud and 
defamation of character. It will be seen that this so-called 
"profoundly original thinker," is the veriest of plagiarists, palming ~ff 
upon hi!ol hearers the old objections n.nd heresies of past ages with a 
fresh galvanic shock, and be hides the rich jewels of Christianity under 
the garb of his own self importance. He gives his followers the 
worn-out paste of past junk and poses as a philosopher of the first 
order. · 

Let us now give a few exnmp1eA of the robbery practised at "The 
Temple of Truth," (or rnther ··The Temple of LIES" by A.B. 
Worthington L. L.D., (which a. youth inte1·prets to mean Long Legged 
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Dia'bolus) and M.A,. whieh an older man interprets to mean Master 
0£ Asses. We write the following examples from Worthington's 
lecture on Re-incarnation, and a Book by E. D. Walker on Re-incar
nation, an·d we ask the public to judge :-

R8-i1icamation .by Wonhi·ngton, pp. 8-9 
Guido followed generations of great 

painters. Paschal was preceded by a 
long series of mathematicians. Pope 
lisped his in.faat lines in an atmosphere 
which was the closing of a vast pro
cession of poets; Mozart's childhood 
s~epped ·into an era of music. The 
great minds of history appear in 
gala~ies, when the ,fulness of time for 
their capacities draws them together. 

The Sanskrit sages, the Greek poets 
and philosophers, the Augustan 
writers and generals, the Italian artists 
of 'the Reaaissance, the German mu
sicians, the Elizabethan author.s, the 
nineteenth-century scientists, all exem
plify this . 

When Christianity first swept over 
Europe, re-incarnation was lodged in 
the thought of its leaders. The Church 
sought to destroy it, but failed, and 
through and beyond the mitldle ages it 
appeared and re-appeared. All great 
intuitional souls, such as Paracelsus, 
Boehme and Sweden borg, have .adhered 
to it. 

In theology, from the times of Origen 
~nd Porphry to the present day, the 
doctrine of re-incarnation has shown 
its influence. The Chevalier Ramsey 
and William Law, Tulius Miiller in his 
woJ;"k en " The Christian doctrine of 
sin," Dr. Dorner, Henrv Ward Beecher 
and Phillips Brooks, have all upheld 
and disseminated it. 

See page xo of Worthington. 
It promotes the solidarity or brother

hood of mankind ; it destroys the bar
riers of . conceit and circumstances 
raised between individuals, families, 
nations and races. 

The strongest objection to re-incar
nation, that we have no remembrance 
of former existence, is met by the 
universal fact running through all 
nature and experience, that progress 
depends upon forgetfulness. 

See. page 15 of Worthington. 

Re-incar1Jati01~ by Walker, pp. 314-315 
Guido followed generations of great 

painters: Pas<::hal was preceded by a 
long course of mathematicians. Pope 
"lisped in numbers" after a vast pro
cession of poets, and Mozart waited 
until the new era of musical harmony 
had been well inaugurated. . . Yet 
it is noticeable that the great minds of 
history come together in galaxies, when 
the fulness of time for their capacities 
draws them together. 

Witness the Sanskrit sages, the 
Greek poets and philosopher!" , the 
Augustan writers and generals, the 
Italian artists of the 1\ enaissance, the 
German masters of music, the Eliza
bethan authors, the nineteenth-century 
scientists . 

When Christianity first swept over 
Europe, the inner thought of its leaders 
was deeply tinctured with this truth. 
The church tried ineffectually to eradi
cate it, and in various sects it kept 
sprouting forth beyond the time of 
Eugena and Bonaventura, its medire 
advocates. Every great intuitional 
soul, as Paracelsus, Boehme and 
Swedenborg, has adhered to it. 

In theology, re-incarnation has re
tained a firm influence from the days 
of Origen and P orphry through the 
scholastics, to the present day . Cheva
lier Ramsay and \ Villiam Law have 
also written in its . defence. Julius 
Miiller warmly upholds it in his pro
found work on ''The Christian doctrine 
of sin ; '' as well as Dr. Dorner. Henry 
Ward Beecher and Phillips Brooks 
have dared to preach it. 

See page 67 of ·w al ker. 
It promotes the solidarity of man

kind by destroyin g the barriers that 
conceit and circumstances have raised 
between individuals, groups, nations 
and races. 

The strongest objection to re-incar
nation , our ignorance of past lives, is 
met by 'the fact permeating all na ture 
and experience , that progress depends 
upon forgetfulness. 

See page 2 1 of Walker. 
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Hosking. We could go through the wltole· of Worthington's 

lecture and show to any impartial jury that here we haMe .the most 
barefaced robbery. A man is as much a thief if he steails' a lecture, 
as a man who steals a five pound note, only the one is sent. to prison 
and the other is allowed to be at large. 

We have then E. D. Walker to deal with, and not 1\. B. Worth
ington, so far as the subject of Re-incarnation is concerned. We wiH 
deal with the subject fully in our pamphlet on the Immortality of 
the Soul, which will appear soon. For the time being 1et us remember 
that this is a dogma of darkest heathenism. But what was advocated 
by some of the Early Fathers, and what is believed by some Christian 
Thinkers to-day is what is called " The Pre-existence of the soul," 
which Worthington mistakes for Re-incarnation. There are three 
opinions on the origin of the soul. 1 The 'rheory of Pre-existence, 
or that all souls were created at the time referred to in Genesis, first 
chapter, and that they are kept in a heavenly treasury until bodi~s 
are created for them. 2 The Theory of Traducionism, or that soul and 
body are produced in the same way, the soul of the child being derived 
from the soul of the parent. 3 The Tlle<Jry of Immediate Creation, 
or that God creates souls by His own fiat as bodies are beiNg p:roduced. 
The pros and cons of these theories we will deal with in the ordinary 
course of theological thought. 

There is a humorous as well as a sad side to this teaching in its 
effects upon the religious community. A prominent Student of 
Truth in this city, told the writer that he was a 'Mother in the 
last body and had eleven children. We remarked " Well you are 
making a bad use of the present body as a man, and you are better to 
go back and be a woman again and see if you cannot dp better." 
']his particular " Student of Truth " was present, he says, at the 
building of the Tower of Babel. But some other "Student of Truth " 
remembers helping him to paint the ark. A workman of the student 
referred to got the impression that he was Mos.es in another 
body. He went to a painter and said " I think Mr .. -.--.- I am 
Moses," ''Well" said the painter ''you may be, you krww, there are 
far more unlikely things than that." "Do you think," said the work
man, "that it is right of _you to keep Moses working for thirty shillings 
a week?" "No" said the painter. "I'll give you two pounds per 
week in future." The workman got the best of it: 

The same painter saw a man beating his horse in the street and 
said, " Why are you beating that horse ? How do you know that that 
horse is not your grandfather? You may be beating your ow~ grand
father." "Oh no," said the driver, "My grandfather · had more 
sense than to be troubled with a boss when he was alive, and I'm jolly 
well sure he'll not bother with bosses when he's dead. Why ll}.On yo
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must be a hidiot, I s'pose you are a W orthingtonian." The driver 
whipped his horse and cleared with a good laugh. 

But what buffoonery ! What trash for a Yankee ·Quack to gull 
people's minds with! 1 
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· • Seventeen pious fraucils l1ave appeared in Ch.ristchurch during 
the last thirty years. It is generally understood that Clampett, alias 
Sullivan, met Mr. Worthington as the latter was journeying on the 
New Zealand soil and said to him " If you want to get on you go to 
Christchurch. I never met such a lot of fools in my life as there are 
there. I should have succeeded admirably there had it not been for 
the drink." He theu mentioned a few soft heads that he must get 
over and success is sure. An eminent authority bas said that a flat 
country has a tendency to flatten the heads of people. Whether that 
be so or no, there are a few flat heads on the Canterbury plains, and 
they will rally round n.ny fraud who comes along. An honest sort of 
a man, but good at heart, whom we call Jim, went' to hea,r Mr. 
Worthington lecture. He listened attentively to the lecture until 
vVorthington said "The Fall of Man was a fall upwards." " Ogh," 
said Jim to his friend, "I'm going to clear and I can't stand this. 
How on earth could Adam fall upward more than auvbody else? 
Why that lecturer is a fool. Ar1y body knows that man cannot fali 
up." "Well," said his companion Bill, "He's a clever fellow now." 
''Yes," said Jim, "So's the Devil." 

Worthington. ''What we do say is , that we believe petition, 
supplication and beseeching are inherently wrong, and that they are 
used through ignorance of who and wha.t God is, as well as a, lack or 
want of belief in, . and understanding of, Omnipotence and Omni
presence. It is no less blasphemy and idolatry, however unconscious 
the devout Christian may be that it is so." (See Comforter, vol. i., 
page 84.) 

Hosking. According to this the Christians of Christchurch are 
blnsphemers and idolaters, for they pray. The Bible teaches 
su-pplicatory prayer both by precept and example. Our S:wiour 
pmyed. Mr. Worthington referred to Rev. Mr. Cox, of Sydenham, 
a.s a "Japanese prayin,q nwclzine." Other Christians are referred to 
by him as" curs barlcin~q at the st?·eef co1·ners," simply because they 
are not willing to have the old landmarks of religion removed from 
the path of life. 

Worthington. "I look upon myself as an untamed beast, when 
I turn back the leaves of my life; I can see the animal dethroning 
the God, and I know that it is so with most men . . . We go back 
in this teaching to the primal introduction of generic man, and we 
£.ud that he is male and female. In tbe first chapter of Genesis, the 
man who was made in the imn.ge of the Fntber-l\1ot.her Gocl is mascu~ 
line and feminine. · 11hat in the expressio11 of creatio11 : 'And God 
said let us make man in ou?' iu1nge.' When it comes to representa
tion, the woman is taken from the within and they seem to be sepnrn.te; 
but wh~n representation is completed ns in Jesus, a.nd manifestation 
perfected as·in the Christ, we see the two-in-one again . . . When 
this is understood, it will be recognized thnt ever_y man and eve1·y 
woman in the ·world, in their completed individuality, present th~t 



15 

two-in-one. Because of this fact no man or woman having 11ea.ched 
the conscious realization of this sublime and mighty truth, will 
adulterate that holy nature by the sex act • . . The miud . that has 
reached this stage of growth is prepared to overcome, forsw~ar and 
deny all sex commerce." 

· Hosking. The above remarks, when delivered in public, were 
received with jeers of derision from the respectable part of the 
audience. . It seems incredible that any lady with the least sense of 
modesty should sit and listen to this obscene twaddle, much less 
believe it. The mere mention of the teaching is quite sufficient to 
refute it. 

Wo1·thington. " Woman was to be an instrument in the work. 
She was to become a mother in pure liberty, which acknowl~dged 
neither human laws nor rites of priests. The very birth of the man 
wa~ to be a hushed up reproach." (Comforter, vol. i., page 88.) 

Hosking. It is to be hoped that this kind of teaching will not 
be believed by the youths of Christchurch. If Mr. Worthington 
wants women to become mothers in .pure liberty, acknowledging 
neither human laws nor rites of priests, and that bir,ths are to be 
hushed up reproaches, then the sooner the citizens of Christchurch 
demand that his license to marry be taken away, the better for all 
concerned. We may expect a huge crop of immorality presentl.r if 
this teaching is alloweJ to go unchallenged. Silence on our part is 
criminal. We must let our protest be ·heard. A correspondent writes : 

To the Editor of The Ohristian Shield. 
Sir,-Allow me to thank you for the stand you have taken 

in refuting the errors in our midst that are doing much michie£. My 
home has been made miserable by Worthington and his teaching. 
My wife and family have been under his influence, and I hope they 
will see the error of their wa.ys. I wish I had never heard of the 
scamp, Worthington, and if the husbands and fathers of Christchurch, 
whose homes have been broken up by the Yankee Quack, were in 
my turn of mind, he would be driven out of the place with a horse
whip. I cannot keep my \Yife and family from him. He must mes
merize them or something. You may publish this as wirl"lly as you 
like, and I hope others will be warned of the immorality of this man's 
teaching. I remain, yours etc. 

A CHRISTIAN FATHER 

Another correspondent writes:-" If I were asked what con
clusions I have been able to arrive at, by experience and obser,·ation, 
ou the Wttrthingtou teaching and its fruits, I can only answer that it 
is a hellish bk1st! an enemy of holi ·,1ess, a curse to my home'. Its 
effects ut·e dam11·able and ruinous, both to l>1ldy and l:!oul, laJUt' '1taule 
indeed. As a Christian husba11U a11d father, I would willingly !use 
the last Ut'llp of bluod frum my veins in a struggle for it::~ u\'erthrvw 
for the gouu of all.'' 
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· A lady who had great trouble with her husband because of his 
accepting the Worthington teaching, made a determined stand. She 
said that her husband arrives at home in the early morn, that he 
merely reads the Comforter when sitting i·n the house, that be treats 
her as a common servant, and not as a companion : but she would not 
tolerate it any longer. 0Be bright Sabbath., when the Students of 
Truth were apparently drinking in the Yankee mixture from the 
lungs of the professional hypnotist, as they were in a semi-sleepy 

· state, the woman commanded her husband to leave the place. But 
he declined. He seemed fixed to his £0rm. Bu.t she ,was not to be 
beaten. "00me out," she said, calling him by name. The wqman 
then told the lecturer-to go to America, and look after the wives he 
left behind. But still he kept repeating his sleepy lecture, and 
lulling his dupes as in a cradle of dreams. '· Come out," said the 
woman .again to her husband. A man came forward then, who was a 
staunch supporter of Olampett when he was here, and he took · the 
woman by the hand to lead her out. But her blood was warm, and 
she dashed the man against the wall, and snid, "You pimply-face 
old clown, I'll push this umbrella dowll your throat, if you don't 
leave me alone." The chief deacon or \Vorthington's gang then 
quickly took his seat, with a pale face and shivering limb. The hus
band left the building, and tr[Lvelled on in obedience to his wife. who 
would not be fooled. 
0 W.xthington, 0 Worthington, 

I gaze e~~t thee G>n high.; 
Sleek is the coat upon thy back, 
. Immaculate thy tie . 

Beneath the thunder of thy voice 
Adorning housemaids quail, 

The blushing shop boy shifts his seat, 
And trembles and turns· pale. 

0 Worthington, 0 Worthington, 
Thy wondrous speech affords 

·A Gargantuan wealth of phrase, 
Sesquipedalian words, 

Yet when thy flatulent discourse 
Swells like the surging sea, 

Methinks I hear thee whisper, "Lord, 
What fools these mortals be! '' 

Plato we know, and Swedenborg, 
Hegel, Spinoza too, 

The gentle-minded Emerson
In truth, a learned crew ! 

Yet since philosophy was first 
In German fog interr'd, 

In vain her net is spread in sight 
Of any knowing bird. 

0 Worthington, 0 •Worthington, 
You prophesy no peace 

Until the brutal marriage-bond 
Becomes the marria>ge-lease. 

Till drafts on matrimonial Banks 
Shall honoured be at sight, 

And all the little boys and girls 
Are born hermaphrodite. 

The world, in that ideal st~te, 
Will peopled be, I wis, 

By some particularly pure 
Pal·thenogenesis, 

And even ''vegetable loves" 
Will flicker and die out, 

'Tis possible-yet times must change 
For this to come about. 

Ye proselytes of \Vorthington, · 
Give ear unto mv la v , 

Beware of prophet~ wl1eE they charm 
Your womankind away; 

Temples of Truth howeverfine 
They plaster'cl be with hes, 

And prophets when translated now 
Go seldom to the skies . 

The Press, ~h.Ch. 
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A FEW OF WORTHINGTON'S ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Worthington. "The day is fast approaching when the artist ~ill 

need neither colours nor canvas, for: mind to mind will flash the idea, 
quick as the electric currents." (p 78) 

Hosking. Cheer up Artists! A good tjme is coming for you. 
Brushes, paint, and canvas, are doo~ed to fall according to Worthing
ton the new prophet. But if this remarkable seer has the right_ to 
suppose that artists will soon be able to do without paint, brush, and 
canvas, we have the right to assume that the mechanic will soon be 
able to do without tools. Imagine the coachbuilder making coaeh~s 
without hammer, saw, chisel, paint, and timber! He thinks! A: 
coach is made! That will be a very happy time. Mr. Worthingt()n 
ought to have waited a little longer before he employed carpenter•; 
masons, and painters, to erect his structure. . . 

·worthington. "Two friends are sleeping in a room without ven
tilatiOn. One rises and tries to open the window, and failiag, he 
takes his boot and breaks the glass and goes back to bed. refreshed 
by the c0ol current of air. When he rises in the morning he finds t~at 
he broke the glass of a book-case and not the window at all." (p. 130) 

Hosking. This is an old yarn. Why don't you give us something 
new? I heard that when a boy. Here is one equally as good:
"Two students (Gough says), who occupied two different beds in t~e 
same room, came home drunk one night, and groped their way to bed 
the best way they could; but it so happened that both tumbled into 
one bed. " How d'ye get on Bill ? " cried one to the other. ,r Why, 
there's another fellow in my bed. How are you getting along?" . "I 
have got a fellow in my bed, too." "O"b, then, we'd better kick 'em 
both out;" and at it they went, when by-and-by one of them wu 
launched into the middle of the floor. " Well, Bill, how have you 
managed?" "Why, I've kicked my man out . . What have you done 
with yours?" "Oh," said he, " my man has kicked me out." .. 

Worthington. "The impelling force is not in the brain; the 
function of synthetic thought has been accomplished an hour before 
death by a man whose skull when examined twelve hours afterwaras 
was found to be absolutely empty of brain tissue." (p. 131) 

_Hosking. That means, of course, t hat it is possible for a man Ji!O 
thi11k without brains, at least an hour before death. But who was 
the man ? Where did he live? When did he die? If a man can 
think an hour before death without brain, why not for a day, a week, 
a month, a year? In fact, if man can think for one hour without 
brai11, he ought to do without brain altogether. Hence the brain is 
useless. That there are men with little hrains we admit, but that 
any man thought in its absence is a baseless fabrication. There must 
be some competition among the Students and Worthington to see 
which can tell the best yarn. It reminds me of two Irishmen who 
competed for a kettle. They sat at the roadside near Antrim, with 
the copper kettle before them, and the one that could tell the biggest 
lie got ·the kettle. A bishop was walking past them, whel!' he said, 
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. " Well Patrick, what are you doing here P" " Och!" says Pat, 
"Shure we are seeing, .vour reverence, which can tell the biggest 
lie fo1.' thiR kettle." •· l am utterly astonished at you," said the 
bishop, "wasting your time in that way. I never told a lie in 
my life." " Shure," says Pat, "yvur reverence has got the kettle, 
we can't beat it, take it, and go on your way." 

Worthin,r;ton. "Mrs. Layman, of Fortieth st., New York, came very 
near dying a short time ago, because she believed she must. The 
partial plate of teeth she wore was missing one morning and could 
not be found. She had gone to bed with the teeth in her mouth, and 
had no recollection of taking them out. After giving a thorough 
search for the plate, she concluded that she must have swallowed it 
during her hours of sleep. ~"rom the moment that this decision 
was made, she became conscious of a severe pain in the stomach. 'l'he 
physician she consulted could give her no -hope of living if she had 
really swallowed the plate. Her s_ymptoms became more and more 
alarming after the first day, until, without hope she lay waiting for 
death. The third day brought the missing plate to light. It had 
been dragged by a rat or a mouse to the fireplace and left in the 
ashes, where n•> one would thin k of looking for it. She must hn;ve 
take·n the teeth frcm her mouth while sleeping. From the moment 
they were found, Mrs. Layman saw that she was the dupe of fear; her 
pain ceased and she grew strong at once." 

Hosking. A variety of conclusions may be drawn from this re
markable incident. Firstly, Mrs . Layman was not very clean, or else 
she would not have allowed the ashes to remain in the tireplace for 
three days. Secondly, she did not believe in Worthington, or she 
would be able to masticate \Vithout false teeth. · Thirdly, she did not 
believe in thought healing, or she would uot have sent for the doctor. 
She would think herself we11. Fourthly, Worthington does not know 
whether it was a mouse or n rat that dragged the teeth away, Well, 
he ought to have known, because he says that he has "all know
ledge." Mrs. La.ymn.n is said " to lzave tt~ken he1· teeth j?·om her mouth 
while sle f.pin,r;." That is very unlikely. It is to be hoped that Mrs. 
Layman will ta,ke more care uf her teeth in future. 

We are ofte11 told that W orthington teaches that we must 
"judge not. " This is the way he judged the Rev . H. C. M. Watson 
after Mr. Watson gave four lectures in Christchurch:-" To prove 
the tmth of this, one needs only to Tecall the exhibition of i_qnorance ~~ 
the ji.Mldamt:nta.l doct?-ine.r;; '?f Tel i_q,;on, phBosoph,y and ethics displayf'd in 

· thi:; cit;IJ lad week in the t?·eatment of subjects upon whick the Oh~~nh 
sho~dd be best informed, and busy in its constant teaching. inste:-ui of 
the spai:>modic, h_ysteri c;ll and emotional efforts that descend into 
opportunities for venti 11~~ personal spite. It is a sa.d sight when the . 
Church has failed t o ma.it!'ta,in her power by splendid edifices, that 
have become the _qcwll is!ted sep·z~lclwes of dead hope-or through the 
social cordon within w bit'h the tyranny of the Middle Ages is care
fully preserved, thougl1 the band of steel is now covered with velve1;
or . when the dead corse of a deserted parish is sought to be 
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re·suscitated, and its famine-strickell people fed with impu1•ted ·stimu
lants. Let the church be draped in black, and her music be a 
requiem, in honest confession of the dead ashes they worship. Let 
the high priests be taught by the people whom they have failed to 
teach that the gospel of Christ aims at uniting the world rather than 
dividing it iuto creeds and sects." 

A few questions could be asked at Worthington's next 
lecture on this matter. Question 1. What right had Mr. Worthing
ton to denounce a clergyman as ignorant of the principles he ta,ught? 
Question 2. How does Worthington know that the lectures referred 
to were "opportunities for venting personal spite "r Question 3. 
What people are "famine-stricken," and "fed with imported stimu
lants " ? Question 4. Is there not a clear contradiction between 
Worthington teaching "judge not," or censure not, and practitsing 
the art of stabbing a man blindly who has not in any way attempted 
to injure him? · 

How to Cure Short Legs. Worthington has given the Christ· 
church people some wonderful ideas, but the most ridiculous seem to : 
be the method we mu.st adopt to getboth our legs the same length, 
supposing one is shorter than the other. In the " Comforter " we 
read: "Before healing can take place; we must form in our mind a 
distinct idea or picture of the organ, or limb, or person in a perfectly 
healthy condition. If one lirnb is slzm·tm· than t he othe?·, get a picture 
of both limbs the same length ; if there is a tumour, get a picture of 
the body without it; if there is a plethora of blood, get in your 
mind's eye an exn.ct picture of the person free from that condition ; 
A Scotch metaphysician makes the statement that sight is possible 
without the external organs. Sir William Hamilton makes the state-
ment. :tnd says that it is proven beyond a possible doubt." . 

Qnestion for next lecture: "Give chapter and verse from any of 
Sir William Hamilton's Works where the above statement is ·made?" 

Worthington says: (Cornfo?'tm·, p. 52) '''When man fully under
stands his great gifts-who he is-storms, tempests and earthquakes 
wm cease. The discord within man has produced the discord with
out." 

Hosking says: Then the sooner man understands his great gifts 
the better. · 

Worthington says: "Whatever we wish to be that we truly are." 
Hosking says: That is a very easy way to be something astounding. 

I wish to be preaching the Gospel in the Temple of Truth? But 
Worthington will not let me. Cheer up boys! A Student of 'fruth 
told a riend of tlle writer's that he expects to get a pair of wings 
shurtl .v, he declares he has the st,urnps alrea.dy. 

Worthington says: " If every student will practise closing the 
lips, :1.11d breathing in deeply through the nose they will be 1tmazed at 
the results, both in spiritual and physica.l expres~inn . Close your lips 
when you slee p or when you walk, whenever you think of it, and draw 
great long breaths that go t hrough the entire body. You can take in 
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great draughts of spiritual power from the atmosphere by deep breath
ing." (Con_~forter, p. 68.) 

H6sking says: That if the Students of Truth will keep .their lips 
closed, they will no doubt be benefited thereby, they will not be such 
·intolerable slanderers and prevaricators. 

Worthington says, "Disease is want of ease. It is as much a 
disease to be poor as to have rheumatism; to be angry and break fur
niture as to have yellow fe"f'er." OomJo,·ter, page 70. 

Hosking says, "This is a \Yee bit puzzling." If to oe poor is to 
be diseased, to be rich is to be in health. That is how Worthington 
wants so much n.oney. He is afraid of being diseased. · 

Worthington S[tys, "A cancer represents a quaJity of thought; 
a perfectly healthy cuticle represents another quality of thought. 
The physical material blood of the body may be poisoned by thought; 
the healthy red globules may be turned into watery humours by un
healthy thought. 'l'here are no children in disease, for every child is 
as old as we are, and will continue to be born in flesh as long as it is 
under the dominion of :tlesh." OomfO?·ter pages 74-76. 

Hosking says, That he does not understand this, and he hopes he 
never will. · 

EXTRACT. 
The fo1lowing letter appeared in the New Haven Morning and 

Evening News, April 23rd, 1892, from some person in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. The correspondent says:-

. "In this city we have an American called Worthington, who 
has established a new system of religion, so far as New 
Zealand is concerned, and they call themselves ' Students 
of Truth.' 

"In this city we have an American called Worthington, who 
has established a new system of religion, so far as New 
Zealand is concerned, and they call themselves 'Students 
o£ Truth.' 

"Mr. Worthington teaches the most extraordinary doctrines, 
such as the transmigration of souls, God is an essence, no 
devil, wrong and idolatrous to pray, &c. &c. Not much 
attention was paid to him for some time (he has been here 
for two years), but of late people are asking, Who is he? 
and why did he come here ? Some one has fished up the 
fact that be was a lawyer in New York, and that he 
skedaddled from tha,t pure city. It is possible that many 
people will do him an injustice in many ways and believe 
him to be guilty of all the crimes m the decalogue, justly 
or unjustly. The fun of it is that none of his followers 
really know what he dues teach. When you ask them, 
they say~ ' No, it is not so and so~ but I can't ex plaiD. it. 
Ask Mr. So and So.' 

"He has a following o£ about 500 people and _a few in good 
positions, who swea,r by him, through thick and thin. I 
went to hear him once, but I confess I could not under
stand -him and came away as wise as I wenta 
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"Mr. Worthington and his followers are now building what 
they call a 'Temple of Truth ' to hold 1,000 people, and 
are going to convert the city to their views. There is no 
denying that there is mucb. that is attractive about 
Worthington in many ways, but he is too much like Mr. 
Peck sniff in Dickens's 'Martin Chuzzlewit.' You cannot 
rouse him, and be takes n.ll the insults that can be heaped 
on him like Uriah Heep, 'umbJy '" 

Correspondence.-It is evident that many people feel very 
strongly on the Worthington teaching, judging from the number of 
letters we get. Here are two or three am~mg many. The names of 
the correspondents are withheld out of respect to the families involved. 
A gentleman writes:-

DEAR Srn :-You will be surprised to receive a letter from one 
you do not know anything about. But as I have_ £ol1owed up A. B. 
Worthington for some time, i think it my duty to write to you, and to 
inform you that I find his teaching a dangerous delusion. We have 
in our midst a monstrous building, where moral danger of life stands 
thick around.its entrance. Worthington tells his students to keep 
away from those who differ fl'om his opinion. l'he devil says the 
same thing. I could tell a tale connected with his teaching that would 
harrow up the feelings of the greatest 'infidel. He is one of sin's most 
mi::;erable slaves, one of Satan's most degraded vessels, and one of 
hell's most legitimate victims. His teaching allows gratifications 
which degrade the man into the brute. The danger here exceeds all 
the alarm thRt I could possibly give. A friend of mine gave him all 
the money he could find, and now 1 fear from a conversation I had:· 
with him that he will find his way to the asylum. I will willingly 
bel p to vverthrow Worthington, should I lose my life in the attempt." 

Another writes:-
DEAR Sm,-A frie11d of mine in Fendalton wrote me, telling me 

you would like to get letters from those who have been affected with 
or by Mr. Worthington's teaching. I have a daughter who was a 
Christia.n when :she left my house to go to service in town, but how 
sl1e became a W orthingtonian I cannot tell. Before she became a 
W orthingtonian she was a very obedient girl, but since then she will 
onlv do ber own will. She got married by ·Mr. Worthington very 
much against the wishes of her mother and myself, who wanted her 
to come home and get married; or if she got married by any minister 
in town we would come down to the marriage ; but no, she would 
have none other to marr.y them. She seems to think his teaching so 
much higher and quite above the teaching of any other, and in accord
ance with the Bible. Poor thing, she is so blinded by him. Before 
she was so blinded by him she was a good, kind girl: she is kind yet, 
but only blinded by him. Please help me in prayer that she may 
have her eyes opened to see that she needs a Saviour to save her soul 
from eternal death as much as ever. Trusting your efforts may be 
blest with success." 



22 

Worthington Weigbed in tbe Balances of tbe Bible and 
Found Wanting. 

The tenets of Worthington are contrary to the Word of God. 
He denies what the Bible expressly affirms. The Bible must be 
ignored if Worthington is believed. Let me give a few examples:-

(a) Is God a Person ors a Prsinciple? 
The Bible says Person. Worthington says Principle. 
Christ says, " He that hath "God is Principle, the Prin-· 

seen me hath Reen the Father." ciple of principles. God is Prin
John xiv. 9. · ''And the Lord ciple, not Person." Lectures, p. 
passed by before him (i.e. Moses) 34, '35. Do not believe that God 
and pror laimed the Lord, the is a. Person. Man has made for 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, himself a God and a devil (156). 
long-suffering, anl a.but1dant in The conception of God as any
goodnessand truth, keeping mercy thing shuts out the true con
for thousands, forgiving iniguity cepti.on of Him who is at once 
and transgression and sin, and He, She and It. Who, as such 
that will by no meaus clear the is not Person, but its .opposite, 
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the Principle (155). To say, a Being; 
fathers upon the children, and a Spirit, a Principle, is incorrect; 
upon the children's children , unto for these terms with the article 
the third and to the fourth genera- are not consistent with · Omni
tion." Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. presence. I£ God be All in All, 

then any claim to another power 
and presence must be false.'' 

Hoskin,q.-The word Principle has a variety of meanings. The 
lmperi~.J Dictionary gives the following:-Principle-(Jt., Principia; 
Fr., P ·rincipe ; L., Principiurn.) 1 In a general sense, the cause, 
souree or origin of anything ; that from which a thing proceeds, as 
the p1·inciple of motion ; the principles of action. 2 Element, con
stituent part, primordial substance. As Watts uses it, "Modern 
philosophe~·s suppose matter to be one simple principle, or solid 
extension diversified by its various shapes." 3 Being that produces 
anything, operative cause. Til1otson says " The soul of man is an 
active principle." 4 In science it is used of a truth admitted either 
without proof or considered as having been before proved. In the 
former sense it is synonymous with axiom ; in the latter with the 
phrase established p1·inciple. 5 Ground, foundation, that which 
supports an assertion, an a.ction or a series of actions or of reasoning. 
On what p1·inciple can this be a.ffirmed or denied ? He justifies his 
proceediilgs 011 the p1·inc1:ples of expediency or necessity. He reasons 
on sound pn'nciples. 6 A general truth; a law comprehending many 
subordinate truths; as the p1·inciples o£ morality, of law, of govern
ment. 7 Tenet ; that which is believed, whether truth or not, but 



which serves as a rule of :1.etion or the basis of a system, as the prin
c·iples of the Stoics or· of the Epicureans. 8 A p1·inciple of human 
nature is a law of action in human beings; a constitutional pro
pensity common to the human species. Thus it is a principle of 
human nature to resent injuries n.lld repel insults. 9 In chemistry 
the word is sometimes applied to certain proximate components of 
organic bodies, such as bitter principle, febrifuge p1·inciple, narcotic 
principle, etc. This use of the word is now almost dis-used. 10 In 
the fine arts p1·inciples mean those general and fundamental truths 
from which the rul:es and maxims of art are dedu~.:ed. 

Now in what sense can we speak of God as a principle? 

(b) Is Man a Person or a Non-entity? 

The Bible sa.ys: 
Man is a compound being con

sisting of body and soul. "And 
God said let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness." Gen. 
i. 26. " And the Lord God 
formed man out of the dust of 
the ground, and br.eathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life. aud 
man became a living ~oul." 
"Aud the Lord God planted a 
garden eastward in Eden ; and 
there be put the man whom he 
had formed." Gen. ii. · 7, 8. 
" 1'hen shall the dust return to 
the earth as it was: and the 
spirit shall return to God who 
gave it." Eccles. xii. }/. "For 
w h icb cause we faint not; but 
i;b, lugb our outward man perish, 
yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day." 2 Cor. iv. 16. 
"Aud the Lord God took the man 
and put him in the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it." 
Gen. ii. 15. " 'rhe first man is of 
the ea.rth, earthy." 1 .Cor. xv. 
47. 

"The first man, Adam, was 
made a living soul." 1 Cor. xy. 
45. 

Worthington says: 
" Man is not substance, but 

shadow." "Every man is the 
expression of God in its entiretJ." 
" "ThLm is never God ; God is the 
abstract truth of which man is 
the concrete expression. Man 
has no life of his own ; he is 
merely living the life of God: he 
has no mind of his own. Man is 
the idea of infinite mind. In
finite mind is God, manifesting 
all of Itself in man. The Image 
of God, or the Man of the first 
chapter is the Lord God of the 
second chapter." "Spiritual Man 
is the Lord God of the second 
chapter." L. 25. " Man is the 
effect of First Cause. . Lord God 
or Man is 'the Creator of the 
second chapter. The Cause of 
Man's being is Principle-Spirit. 
The quality of Ma.n is that of God, 
Man is always man, Man is co
existent and co-eternal with his 
Cause. Every man is the ex
pression of God in its Entirety. 
God is the sum of all cause, man 
is the sum of all effect.'' 

"A2 1t m was not the first man, 
but a liype of consciousness-a. 
degree of evolution of mankind." 
(89) 
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(c) Was Jesus the same as the Christ' 
The Bible says: 
"But these are written that ye 

might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God." John 
xx. 31. " Who is a liar but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the 
Christ? He is Antichrist that 
denieth the Father and the Son." 
1 John ii. 22. "Whosoever be
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God." 1 John v. 1. 

(See our article on The Trinity 
page 125 No. 6 of The Olz1·istian 
Shield. Various passages of 
Scripture are quoted there) 

Worthington says: 
" Jesus was the man grown to 

personal vision, Jesus was the 
flesh, the son of Mary, the son of 
man, and must not be confused 
with Christ the son of God. 
Jesus was the word made flesh
the personality of Christ, the 
Individuality. There was nothing 
real nailed to the tree. Jesus the 
personality, the flesh, the instru
ment, the representative, was not 
the Real, the Christ, the I.ndivid
uality. No nail could pierce 
Christ the Individuality." 

(Lectures, pp. 126, 11'1) 

(d) What about the Fall of Man and the Nature of Sin? 

The Bible says : 
" If we say that we have 

no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the t:Ituth is not in us." 
John i. 8. "For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of 
God." Rom. iii. 23. · " Whoso 
committeth sin transgresseth also 
the law, for sin is the transgres
sion of the law." John iii. 4 . 
"As by one man sin entered into 
the world, .and death by sin : and 
so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned." Rom. v. 
12. "If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him ('i.e., Gud) 
a liar, and his word is not in us ." 
1 John, i. 10. "Out of the heart 
proceedeth evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
false witness, blasphemies; these 
are the things ,~vhich defile a man." 
Matt. xv. 19. 

Worthington says : 
" Departure from truth in con

ception is man's first sin-mis-· 
taken error-or the beginning of 
so-called evil." Lectures, p. 1.56. 
"There is no sin, sickness, or 
death to man's sph·itual life" 
p. 165. "I deny that sin, sick
ness, discord, or anything else 
that would cause me suffering, 
has ref.l.lity or power over me. 
They are my own creations, my 
own misconceptions " p. 181. 
"Evil has it~ existence only in 
man's thought" p. 824. "Don't 
believe that sin, sickness, and 
death cannot be overcome. Don't 
believe that you can be lost. 
Don't believe that anybody can 
be lost for ever. As long aR we 
think there are two powers, good 
a,nd evil, :tnd forget that God 
cref.l.ted n oth in~- but the good ; as 
long as we think we are bad, 
totally deprrtved , w011ms of tqe 
dust, so long will our lives ·be 
warped and unhappy" p. 92. 
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MARVELLOUS DISCLOSURES 
ANENT 

WORTHINGTON, PLUNKETT & COMPANY 

I. HE information in this pamphlet has just arrived from America. 
and the facts here stated fully confirm what we have previously 

. published. We leave it to our readers to judge whether we 
have exaggerated the facts relative to Christian Scientists (so 
called). 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 
From the "Republic : " St. Louis, June 80, 1889. 

HOW IT SOMETIMES LEADS ITS VOTARIES 
INTO FREE LOVE. 

Mrs. Plunkett's Peculiar Marriage Doctrines Evoke a Protest 
from One of Her · Late Administers and Supporters. 

The separation of J\1~s. Mary H. Plunkett from her legal husband., 
and her peculiar aliiance with A. Bentley Worthington, announce
ment of which was made in The Republic some time ago, has created 
no little stir in the ranks of the Christian Scientists. The following 
communication will doubtless be read with much interest by the 
followeri of the tenets which Mrs Plunkett-Worthington has so 
earnestly advocated in the past: 
To the Editor of The Rep'ublic. 

StLouis, Mo., June 28.-As you devoted considerable space to 
the peculiar marriage doctrines of Mrs Mary H. Plunkett of New York 
and her own and her accomplice's declaration that their new style of 
divorce and marriage was the outcome of the teachings of Christian 
Scienc~, you will only do an act of justice to . the many Christian 
Scientists among your readers if you publish the correspondence 
herewith presented. My letter to Mrs .Plunkett voices the sentiments 
of at least 99 out of every 100 Christian Scientists, whether they 
ever considered Mrs. Plunkett a faithful expounder of their doctrine 
or not. A former letter, referred to in the same, protested against 
the inference drawn from Mrs Plunkett>s letter of divorcement, that 
OhristianScience leads to celibacy or proposes to discredit marriage. 
The answer to my letter, although very brief, is quite impo1·tant, 
because it confirms the suspicion that Mary H. Plunkett has been 
swallowed by one Mary Bently Worthington in the same manner, 
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and for similar moti~e·s, as was little l{,ed Ridinghootl's grandmother 
in the fable. The many friends of the late a1:d lame11ted Mrs 
Plunkett are generally agreed tha.t an adventurer's greed for money 
and notoriety hn,s had more to do with the fate which has overt:tken 
her than any nn.turn,l te_ndeney of her own. 1'HEO. GEsTEFIEJ,D. 

The Rejected Letter. 
St. Louis, Mo., Ju11e 17.-1\iy dear Mrs. Plunkett: It is just 

possible that you do not like to be addressed any longet· by the name 
which-was in a fair wn,y to become a household word for all that is 
pure, brave and noble, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, when you felt 
impelled to disown it and to assume another one, ·but you can hardly 
be angry with your friends when they feel like refusing to call you by 
any other name than that which they have learned to associate with 
their own salvation. Nor do I reall.v know of any body's right, 
spiritual or otherwise, to call you otherwise than by the only 
name you can, for the present, at least, bear or assume without 
conflicting with the laws of the community of which you are a member 
and which demands an obedience to its laws, which the Master Himself 
taught us to render. Therefore you will bear with me if I do not 
even mention a name by which some people are now designating you. 

My last letter must have shown you plainly that I did not in the 
least expect the steps you have taken, since publishing y'"lur special 
notice, concerning the mutual abrogation or annulment as far as 
possible of the contract which binds you as a wife to John Plunkett, 
who still continues to be your lawful and only husband, and whom, if 
I know anything o£ the.laws of this country, no court of justice will 
ever divorce from you. His connivance at your entering upon a 
life of open, undisguised adultery bars him from a divorce should he 
seek one, while you could under no circumstances obtain a legal 
severance of the marriage between y0u and him, unle8s you were to 
resort to perjury, which, on account of the publicity your relations 
have already obtained, would be a very risky thing to do. Forgive 
this frank language, but I am your friend, anc ns such must not mince 
matters. I do not say this is in a spirit of condemnation ·or 
criticism, but simply as one who wants to aid you_ in what he 
considers the most critical period of your life. Do not think that I 
want to judge you, or th*'.t I mean to heap any blame . upon 
you individually for the steps you have taken. The "Neither 
do I condemn thee" of the Master rings constantly in my 
ears, when I feel called upon to judge anyone's n.ction, and 
I also always remember that I might do no better than the apparent 
sinner, were I placed in a corresponding predicament. But that does 
not affect my duty as a teacher on the Master's science to protest 
against any and all attempts of foisting false doctrines upon the same. 
With your acts I have nothing whatsoever to do, but when you try to 
not only justify, but even glorify them, as you are reported to have 
done, as the fulfilment of the teachings of Christian Science, it 
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r becomes my duty to spe:tk out with no uncertain sound. As I said 
s before, your special notice did not make me suspect even, that it was 
rr to be the beginning of the 'proclaiming of the affinity doctrine as part 
11 and parcel of the science you represent as one of its ~oremost teachers 

and apostles. Had I suspected you of such intention, my letter 
would have been different. When I read in .the newspapers of the 
alleged new marriage into which you have entered, I was perfectly 
stunned and deeply grieved, because I knew what a terrible blow this 
new departure on your part would be to many dear children, to whom 
you had come, as you did to me, as an angel of light. I did not want 
to judge your position as a scientist even then, however, before I had 
seen what you would say concerning the matter over your own signa
ture, and therefore concluded to suspend all judgment until the pub
lication of the J-une International. But the magazine has come with
out a word of explanation, but with only an indirect acknowledgement 
of the truth of the newspaper stories concerning your domestic re
lations, and the promise of a statement in the next monthly issue. 
This indicates a cowardice and temporising on your part for which 
you will find it extremely difficult to find even the shadow of a war
rant in your own, or anybody else's Christian Science teachings. 
Instead of giving your readers and subscribers the explanation they 
had a right to demand, if necessa.ry, in the interests of promptness, 
in a special issue or circular, you publish communications and contri
butions which place their authors in the light of being your supporters 
even now, when you have proclaimed a new and startling innovation 
upon their teachings. Among others you printed a letter written you 
by me before you published your special notice, and which I certainly 
should not have written had I dreamed of the possibility even of your 
becoming an avowed advocate and practitioner, in defiance of all law 
even, of affinity or other free-love doctrines, or anything conflicting 
with existing marriage laws. That widow, whose mite I sent you, will, 
with many of her neighbours, be turned away from the truth, which 
they were just finding, and some of the people whose names are men
tioned in that extract from my letter by name, while you print only 
my initials have every reason to be indignant over the use yo1~ have 
made of their names in an issue, every line of which is searched for 
some indication as to who may be in sympathy with you at the present 
time. Now, my dear child of God, if you remember who you are, 
you will not wait until next month, but you will, without delay, give 
an explanation of the whole matter through the means of a circular 
to your subscribers and former students. To withhold such explana
tion is dishonourable, and will do the most incalculable harm to the 
cause of impersonal truth, of which your magazine has always been 
considered the foremost organ. If you insist on keeping us in the 
dark, then you cannot blame us for speaking our minds freely, and 
fo~ ascribing to you motives which may have been foreign to your 
mmd at the time. I will not believe you guilty of wilful and malicious 
perversion of the truth to your own purposes until I have heard from 
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you in an authoritative manner, but you must not expect everybody 
to be as kindly disposed towards you. I write to you as your friend, 
willing to befriend you in the face of the most adverse circumRtances 
and appearances, and not because I want to add to your suffering. 
I will frankly say that I do · not believe that you can explain your 
various steps towards a higher freedom as in harmony with the science, 
and that as I read and understand the teachings of Christ, I consider 
it the first duty of us scientists to respect and obey the human law as 
we find it, so far as our human relations are concerned. When we 
find laws oppressive, we cannot make them any less so by defying 
them and the authority behind them; our only remedy is to treat 
them like any other error-to submit as Christ did, and to trust to 
the truth to assert its majesty, as it certainly will, sooner or later. 
Our marriage and divorce laws are far from what they should be were 
the spirit of Christ more universally recognised; but reform must 
come there, as in everything else, from within, and not through 
rebellion of pressure from without. If we can make a sick and feeble 
body to be harmonious with our desires, we certainly can make our 
husbands or wives what we want them to be; suicide is as defensible 
to me as the correcting of marriage relations by divorce. I do not 
care how bad a man or woman may be, the married partner has no 
right to abandon them, unless they have gone beyond their influence, 
as has been the case frequently. You could discover your affinity as 
readily in John Plunkett as in anybody else, had you sought it as the 
child of God, and not as the vain and foolish woman you are when 
you forget the truth. 

No~ I will say good- bye for the present, in the earnest hope 
that you will do what honour and the interest of the truth demands 
from you. May, the all-loving Father teach you His way, that you 
may do the right, and serve Him to the exclusion of all selfish lust or 
vanity. Be brave and true! Your brother in the truth, 

THEO. GESTEFELD. 

P.S.-Will the pages of the International be open to articles on 
the marriage question, even if they differ with your own views? 
Please answer tnis. GEsTEFELD. 

NO!!! 

MARY BENTLY WORTHINGTON. 

The insolent assumption and undignified criticism of the within 
letter renders it unworthy of consideration, much less of an answer. 

A. BEN T LY WoRTHINGTON. 
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A DIVORCE APPLIED FOR. 

John J. Plunkett Begins Proceedings Against His 
Late Wife. 

Special to The Republic . 
. New York, June 29.-John J. Plunkett, the Christian Science 

healer, whose wife unmarried herself from him and married 
A. Bently Worthington, another healer, signed affidavits to-day in 
divorce proceedings, and the papers were at once served upon Mr. 
Worthington and his wife. The complaint, which was drawn up and 
signed in the office of Here & Townsend, contains the single allegation 
of adultery with A. Bently .Worthington, going further than the 
allegations heretofore made, only that it declares that Mrs Plunkett 
and Mr. Worthington were unduly intimate before their so-called 
marriage ceremony. Plunkett's lawyers have a letter written by 
Mrs. Plunkett to a friend on the day after her marriage with Mr. 
Worthington, which says :-

"Well, darling, it is over. My class closed yesterday, and at 8 o'clock 
last evening, in , the presence of Almighty God and a few chosen friends, I 
took to be my husband, forever and forever, the one who has in all the past 
eternities been such as God made him so, and promised by His Divine 
assistance to be a loving and faithful wife. To-day I am the happiest wife 
in all the world. God bless you." 

Mr. Plunkett has been hesitating a long while whether to sue for 
the divorce. Christian Science is as adverse to lawyers as to doctors. 
Mrs. Plunkett's example in going to law to secure $5,000 iu insurance 
polieies decided her husband to use the law against her. Besides, he 
knew of no other way of getting his children. In his suit he prays 
for an absolute divorce and the custody of the two children. Mr. 
Plunkett said that now he had begun proceedings he meant to push 
them. 

"I dealt with her at first," sa,id he, "as I would deal with a 
patient, gently, believing her to be in a tempo.rarily abnormal state of 
mind-such a state as we all are subject to on many occasions. But 
I have now given her up, as any conscientious physician would give 
up a patient whom he could not cure." 

Mr. Worthington smiled when a reporter told him that Mr. 
Plunkett's wife was being sued for divorce. He said he expected it. 
He frowned when told that the complaint alleged infidelity before the 
date of the new marriage. · 

" What!" he exclaimed, and then added later: " If I chose I 
could pull that divorce suit down over his ears." 

1'he complaint wherever the name of Mr. Worthington occurs 
intimates by its phraseology that the name is not genuine. The 
lawyers said they believed it to be an assumed one. 



:30 

W}IO USN GEN. 0. B. WllRD BE? 
From "The World" (circulation 2,350,000), July 22nd, 1889. 

T he P ublication of h is misdeeds agg ri eved A. BE N T L EY 
WORTHI NGTON. 

'HE EVE N CONS U LT E D A LAWVER. 

But Mrs. PLUNKETT'S "Affinity" · Pooh-Poohs the idea that there 
is any connection between the General and Himself-Mr. Plunkett 
says he has heard things of the Destroyer of his home. 

'

HERE are two persons in thi!l city who read the story o~ Gen. 
Arthur B. Ward, of Grt.nd Forks, Dak., al£as Arlmgton 
Buckingham Wadsworth o£ Spokane Falls, kin g of dead 
beats and husband of many wivas , printed exclu~ively in 

yesterday's Wm·ld with unusual interest. John .J. Plunkett, who 
was formerly r.onnected with the Int~?'?wt-ional Jl f n,r;azine ol Olz?·istian 
Science, read the story because he thougl1t he was well r~cquainted 
with the fellow who had been leading such a mysterious life in the 
West, swindling people right and left, and indul'ing innocent daugh
ters to marry him for the purpose of obtaining possession of ·their 
fortunes. A. Bentley Worthington read the stor_y because as he told 
a reporter for The Wor ld yesterday, he wanted t o take legal advice 
iu order to ascertain whether the publication wa s libelous, notwith
standing the fact that the name, A. Bentley \¥' orthington, was not 
mentioned in the The Wo·rlcl's special from Grand For!-{s, Dalr. Just 
exactly why Mr. Worthington should have taken such an interest in 
the ca.se of Gen. A. B. Ward, alias Arlington Buckingham 'Vads
worth, could not be ascertained. 

Mr. Worthington came to New York last February. He said he 
had just come from the West, where he had been a mining operator, 
and was on his way to Europe. While walking along Forty-second 
street one day he entered the office of John J . Plunkett at No. 13 
West Forty-second street, where that gentleman and his wife, Mary 
Plunkett, were editing the lntm·national Ma.r;azine of Ch ,ristia?7 Science 
and teaching a class the truths of their creed. Worthington is about 
forty-eight to fifty years old, of medium height, weighs about 140 to 
150 pounds, bas. dark grayish hair, brushed smoothly well down on 
the left temple and parted dir~gonally, steel-blue grayish and expres
sive eyes, perfect teeth, is a fluent and easy talker, sociably inclined, 
with fine address-in fact he is considered a ver.v handsome and 
attractive man; be wears no ·beard and his manner is that of a well
bred gentleman. He became a pupil under Mr. and Mrs. Plunkett, 
and finally fell desperately in love with the latter. 

/ 
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One day Mrs. Plu,nkett told her husband, to. whom she bad ·been 
married twenty years, that she was not meant for him but for Mr. 
Worthington. According to the doctrines of Christian Science as 
preached by the Plunketts, Mr. Plunkett took the announcement in 
good part and told his wife that as she did not love him any more and 
preferred .Mr. Worthington's company to his own he would give her 
up and leave his .rival in cb.arge of his home . . Mr. Plunke.tt packed 
his trunks and his books, hired an express wagon and had his earthly 
goods transferred to his new home at No. 125 West l!~orty-second 
street, while Mr. Worthington had his trunk and hat taken to the 
Plunkett homestead at No. 13. A few days later Mr. Worthington 
and Mrs. Plunkett send for their friends and told them what had 
taken place . "There was no need of a marriage ceremony," argued 
th~ couple, and Mr. Worthington introduced Mrs. Plunkett as his 
wife. Since then the couple have been living at l\fr. Plunkett's 
former home, while Mr. Plunkett, sacrificing his Christian Science 
precepts to nineteenth century ideas of right and wrong, has applied 
to the courts for an absolute divorce from Mrs. Plunkett~ Worthing- . 
ton. 

"When Mr. Worthington first came to our house," said Mr. 
Plunkett yesterdfl.y, ; 'he said that his home was in San Francisco. A 
short time after he had succeeded me in the affections pf Mrs. Plun
kett, I received a letter, wherein the writer informed me that my 
wife's 'affinity' was not what be claimed to be, and advising me to 
seek further information in the West. I had learned that he had 
been known under the name of Gen. A. B. Ward. and I made up my 
mind; in order to protect the lady who was once my wife, that I 
would learn something more about him. 

" One day, about two weeks ago, Mr. Worthington and Mrs. 
Plunkett, or rather MFs. vVorthington, were strolling on Fifth ave
nue, I walked up from behind unnoticed and, tapping Mr. W•'rthing
ton on the shoulder, said to him: ' How do vou do, Gen. Ward? ' 
This had a great effect upon him, he suddenly~ turned around a11d be
fore be could see my face, answered, 'Oh, how are you.' When h~ 
saw me he became much alarmed and laughed at me, but it was a 
very nervous laugh. I then told him that be was known to llle and 
left him to go his way." 

Mr. Worthington was seen yesterday by a reporter f1,r Ths 
Worl cl at his office at No. 13 West Twelfth-street. 

"Have you read the story about Gen. Ward, the king of dead 
beats, printed in The Wm·lcl ?" asked the reporter. 

"I did read it," he replied. "I thought it was a personal attack 
and libelous. 1 saw a lawyer, and he told me it was not." 

"But your name was not mentioned in the story. How eould it· 
affect you then ?" asked the reporter. 

Realizing that he had evidently said too much, Mr· Worthillgton 
repeated that his lawyer had told him as much. 

"Then you went to a lawyer to consult him about the mattE:'r?n 
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"No, I did not. The lawyer came to my oB:ice 'about some other 
business ·and I spoke to him about it." · 

"Are you A. Bentley Worthington?" asked the reporter. 
The new editor of the Olwistian Science said he was. 
"Were you ever known as Gen. A. B. Ward?" 
" No, I was not, and I don't know Gen. Ward. It seems to me 

that this man Plunkett (referring to his wife's husband) is trying to 
make things unpleasant for me. But I can assure you, sir," and here 
Mr. Worthington raised his face heaven ward and conjured a smile to 
his countenance, " that I am not afraid to meet any charges that 
may be preferred against me. Here I am, right here at my house, 
and here I can be met by anybody who has anything to say against 
me or against my character. I am at home to all who want to see me, 
and if Plunkett has anything to say about me he can say it right 
here." 

"When did you last reside in Grand Forks, Dak. ?" 
"My dear sir, I don't know where Grand Forks, Dak. is. I 

. have never heard of such a place n.nd certainly never was there in all 
my life." 

A letter was received here yesterday from W. S. Wilder, of 
Grand Forks, who was a law partner of Gen. Ward, wherein the 
former says that he would like very much to have a few minutes' con
versation with the " General." Additional information received 
yesterday indicates that that mysterious and much-wanted mdividual 
has not less. than seven aliases. They are Samuel ( iakley Crawford, 
Eugene Samuel Bouvier Walton, :Major Eugene Bouvier, E!J.gene 
Bonner, E. R. Bannerton, 1\fons. Bennateau, Major Horace Oakley 
Wood, Arthur Wood, W. D. vVood, Arlington Buckingham Wads
worth and Gen. A. B. Ward, or any other name or combination of 
the above. He is said to have been a banker, lawyer, political 
:speaker, real-estate operator, spiritualist, literateur, mining specula
tor and orgaui~er, bigamist and confidence man generally. The 
·Circular which eonta:ins the above information states that he of the 
many aliases has operated in New York, Pennsylvania, Massachu
:setts, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, Texas, Ut;th, Kansas, Califorriia, 
West Virginia, Georgia, Washington Territory, and North Da.kota. 
He is wanted for a four-thousand-dollar forgery, on an indictment 
for larceny after trust and for obtaining money under false pretences, 
also on a bail-bond surrender. He has eight 1iving wives and three 
-daughters, respectively aged eight, twelve, and twenty years. Two 
wives have procured divorces on the ground of desertion. 

The · circular further states that Gen. Ward, with his eleven 
:aliases, has been in Can!tda several times, and in Europe once, and 
that when despondent, through ill health or impecunipsity, he 
threatens suicide. He can shed copious 

Crocodile Tears, 

:and bleed freely from his lungs, whenever the occasion requires. He 
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never omits an opportunity to "Young-Men-Christian-Union-ise his 
victims," is devout or devilish by turns, but always suave and 
sympathetic, unprincipled but not given to violence. 

Such is the description given of Gen. A. B. Ward. 
GRAND l!..,oRRs, Dak., July 22.-Tbe story of the notorious 

"Gen." Ward's latest escapade in connection with the Plunkett 
family, is just told here by New York parties. When Ward left 
here he went to New York, where he assumed the name of 
A. Bentley Worthington. He formed the acquaintance of Mr. and 
:Mrs. John J. Plunkett, who have stood at the head of the Christian 
Science school of belief for two years. Mrs. Plunkett has become 
Mrs. Worthington, the wife of our famous " Gen." A. B. Ward. 
The story of the affair forms mighty interesting reading for those who 
know Ward. 

HE WAS JUDGE CRAWFORD THEN. 
Under that Name, Worthington Swindled West Virginians. 

[SPECIAL TO "THE WORLD."] 

Charleston, W. Va., July 25.-In December, 1885, a man regis
tered at a hotel in this city as S. 0. Crawford, and with him were two 
won:Jen who he said were his sisters. In the following February he 
leased a fine estate near the city, purchased a horse and carriage and 
went into retirement, because, he claimed, his health was very bad 
.and he wanted to be in retirement, as the air of the Eastern resorts 
did not agree with him. He refused to see an.yone for some time, 
but as his health improved he began to form acquaintances, and 
.chn,rmed all who came in contact with him. In the year 1886 he was 
introduced to J. E. Da.na, an extensive coal operator here, and who 
was also interested in a large and valuable tract of timb"lr land ·in one 
of the hack counties. Crawford said he could se11 the land, and told 
Dana great stories of his moneyed influence in the East, principally 
inN ew York. Dana offered him the land and Crawford, who had by 
this time become Judge John D. Cra.wford, quit housekeeping and 
took the two women away. He wrote Dc1.na from the Hoffman House, 
New York, that the land was sold, and be then returned to this city, 
where he showed a contract for its sale. A gentleman in Washington 
had an option on the land, and as Crawford wanted to consummate 
the sa.le ~at once, the gentleman must be bought off. Crawford went 
to Washington and on his return showed a receipt for money paid the 
gentleman. Dana, and all who -were interested iu the la.nd deal, knew 
the gentleman's signature ·well and believed it genuine. There was 
an undivided interest in the laud o-..n:ed by a 1\'Ir. Millar, who resided 
in Nebraska, and to push the sale Dana gave Crawford $3,000 to buy 
this interest. Crawford left here then, and it was the last heard of 
him till he turned up in Griffin, Geo1·o·ia. 

Dana, through ~ photograph left ~"'here , found that Crawford had 
been near Bennington at one time, a1so that he bad a sister living at 
Dorchester, ne.1r Boston, a.ncl tha,t the two women who were here with 
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him were not his . sisters. One was a Mrs. Sargent,-the name she 
went by-and the other her sister, Miss Louise Jenkins. He brought 
them here in order to procure a divorce for Mrs. Sargent, whom he 
was to marry. It turned out that he was playing them, as the divorce 
showed by Mrs. Sargent proved to be a cunnillg forgery, like all 
Crawford's papers. It was found he had a law office under the 
Parker House, Boston; that he was out of funds and had to do 
something to raise a stake, so he mn.de love to the woman and got her· 
to furnish him a year's living by the promise of divorce and marriage. 
She put all her money in his hands, and with the year's support he' 
came out $1,000 ahead. 

Crawford left here March 10, 1886, shortly after which he married 
a young lady in Griffin, Ga., whom he swindled out 'of about $20,000. 
He took the lady to Europe on a wedding tour. Upon his return to 
Griffin he proposed starting a bank and had everything arranged, 
and went to Cincinnati to purchase a banking outfit. The next beard 
from him was at Spokane Falls. 

Mr. Dana tolda Wo1·ld correspondent that Crawford's sister at 
Dorchester knows all about his career, 'as does a man named Sampson, 
who claims to be a Boston detective. The sister telegraphed Dana to· 
meet her in New York and ·made him believe that she would settle the· 
matter when he reached that city. The woman failed to show up, but . 
wrote to him to visit Boston, which be did. The female put up a story 
of poverty and wished her brother dead, and said all she wished to see 
Dana for was to find out a.bout her brother, as she claimed not to know 
of his whereabouts. This was about April 1, 1886. 

The sister went to Griffin. Ga., and saw Crawford married as. 
H. 0. Wood. In the following August, Dana would hHtve written up 
the sister for Boston papers, but failed to do so on account of letters 
from the mother of Crawford·'R Georgia victim. When Dana threat
ened to do so and told the sister in very plain terms that he would, 
she sent the alleged detective, Sampson, after him with threats of 
prosecution for blackmail. This female wrote as much to Dana's 
Business ·partner, who forwarded the letters to him. Sampson is. 
supposed to be in with the gang. The sister wrote letters here as a 
blind while Crawford was in Griffin. 

From a letter written by a professor of Columbia Law School to 
a gentleman here it appears that Crawford has served a term in the· 
penitentiary. Crawford baR made swindling a study. He would 
write letters to James G. Blaine and other prominent men, post them 
and then show replies. The fellow knew several persons in this city 
when he came, as be had been a Union soldier and was wounded in a 
battle near here. 

SAMUEL 0. CRAWFORD IS HJS NAME. 
He was born in Saugerties and served a term 

in Albany Prison. 
[ SPECIAJ_, TO " THE WOULD."] 

SAUGERTIES, N .Y., July 25.-Tbere was a man born here about 
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1848 named Samuel Oakley Crawford. He was a son of Samuel and 
Susan Crawford. There were four c·hildren, two sons and two 
daughters. The eldest brother, William, was a wild and reckless 
character, who ]eft Saugerties many years ago and is supposed to be 
dead. 

· ~amuel Oakley lived here until about February, 1864, when he 
enlisted and went into the Union Army. After the war closed he 
resided here a year or two. He was given a good common school 
education and for a time was student in a law office, and is said to 
have subsequently graduated from the Law Department of C.olumbia 
College. 

As a young :man Samuel aspired to popularity and se1f-advance
ment, vent-cred early before the public and preteDded to have studied 
for the ministry, having, it was said been admitted to preach in New 
Jersey by the Methodist Church. In his native town be appeared as 
a lecturer on temperance, in addresses before Sunday··scbool enter
tainments, etc. His conduct was questionable as to sincerity, and 
but little faith was placed in him. 

His first business transactions are said to have been as an insur
ance agent for a company in New Jersey or Pennsylvania. He was 
then located in Albany, and there married a telegraph operator. 
Cra.wford lived extravagantly, but his bus~ness career at Alba.ny was 
brief, as he was arrested and convicted of false dealings. He was 
sentenced to three years in the penitentiary, but was released before 
the expiration of his term. After his release Crawford is supposed 
to have gone West, and from that time led a roaming life. 

WIVES 4 AND -7 HEARD FROM. 

When Worthington Married No. lJ! his name was Bannerton. 

As a Lawyer in New Lisbon, Wis., He .Forged. Cheques-He 
was known in Charleston, W. Va., as Judge Crawford, and 
skipped with $3,000-When a Youth he did time in Prison. 

If A. Bentley Worthington, edit.or of the Christian Science 
Ma,qazine, king of dead-beats, forger, betrayer of innoce·nt women, 
b~gamist and confidenc·e man generally, bas not skipped from his 
e1ghth wife, Mrs. Mary H. Plunkett-Worthington. that lady certainly 
deserves great credit for keeping her new husband in such close con
finement that he cannot well make his escape. . If Worthington, 
alias Wadsworth, Ward, Major Wood, Crawford, &c., was seen at 
his :esidence yesterday it was only by his wife, who seems to be very 
anxwus to hide her husband and keep him concealed from the eyes 
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of all the friends of his many wives. To all callers who inquired at 
his residence, at No. 13, West Forty-second street, A. Bentley 
Worthington was not at home. To a messenger boy who wanted to 
deliver a personal letter addressed to the editor of O/t1·istian Science 
yesterday, Mrs. Plunkett-Worthington said that this could not be done. 

"My husband cannot be seen by anybody. There are so many 
persons, especially WoRLD reporters, who would like to see him that 
he has decided that for at least three or four days he will keep 
perfectly quiet." 

Mrs. Plunkett-Worthington would not say whether the editor 
was in, nor would she allow the letter addres~:~ed to her husband to be' 
delivered. A coloured porter, who is engaged as handy-man in the 
office of Okristian Science, said that he did not think Mr. Worthington 
was in. Whether he has left town to flee from justice, or whether 
he is still in hiding at No. 13 West Forty-second street, remains to 
be seen ; but it is generally understood that he is at the former 
Plunkett home. Just exactly why Worthington should keep in 
hiding and be afraid to see anybody cannot be imagined, if he is not 
Gen. Ward, of Dakota, or Arlington Buckingham Wadsworth. 

Not even Fritz, the barber who has shaved Mr. Worthington 
every n.orning, was admitted yesterday. Fritz was told that Mr. 
Worthington would not 1·equire his attention any more. 

Worthington is now known under two more aliases. 'rhey are 
Eugene T. Bannerton ·and Monsieur Rennateau. Bannerton was his 
name when he married wife No.4 or 5, while Bennateau was only 
his stage name. He has been an actor, and usually took the part of 
the lover, which seems to suit him well, although the role of the 
villain of the play would have been more appropriate 

W ortbington, alias Eugene Bannerton, married a well-known 
actress in Toronto, Canada, December 26, 1878. He was then play
ing as Eugene Bennateau with the Helen Blythe troupe. His wife 
was starring with the same company. Her name is withheld from 
publication by spec.al request of her brother, who is alsu a prominent 
actor now in this city and who is very anxious to meet his brother-in
law, the pr~sent husband of Mrs. Plunkett-Vvorthington. At the 
close of the theatrical season Mr. and Mrs. Bannerton left the stage 
and settled in New Lisbon, Wis ., where they purchased a handsome 
little house. Here the young married couple lived happily and con
tented, while Bannerton practised law. He did well and became the 
partner of a promiuent. lawyer of New Lisbon, and was trusted by 
everybody in town. He naturally made good use of his opportunities 
by borrowing money from his ·friends, which he, however, always 
forgot to return. He had been married about three years when little 
Kate, a pretty child, now about eight years old, was born. Two other 
children had died shortly after their birth. While in New Lisbon he 
forged a number of bonds and checks. Hit:! partner, who believed he 
had found in Bannerton a true friend, tried to settle the matter 
quietly. He went on Bannerton's bond and a few days after 
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. Bannerton, or Worthington, or whatever his name may be, left for 
parts unknown. Mrs. Bannerton bas not heard from him since that 
time. The little wom~tn went on the stage again and by hard work 
succeeded in paying off all her husband's debts. She obtained a 
divorce from him some years ago on the ground of desertion. 

Mr. John J. Plunkett received a letter yesterday from Mrs. 
A. B. Ward, of Grand Forb, Dak., the seventh wife of Worthington. 
Inclosed in the letter was a photograph of "Gen." Ward. Ward, 
after robbing his young wife of all her property, amounting to over 
$12,000, left her penniless and in destitute circumstances. The 
photograph is a true likeness of Major Horace Oakley Wood, who 
has now a wife in Griffin, Ga., and Mr. Plunkett had no trouble in 
recognizing the portrait to be that of the present husband of Mrs. 
Plunkett-Worthington. Mrs. Ward says in her letter that it is a 
good likeness of her fugitive h:usband, although when she first met 
him he wore no beard, and at the time of his diii!appearance from 
Dakota he wore side-whiskers, while the picture shows Ward with a 
heavy mustache. 

"I have no doubt that Ward and Worthington are one and the 
same," writes Mrs. Ward. "I have my marriage certificate and 
wedding ring. vVe were married in Providence, R. I., November, 
1887, by Rev. Daniel Henshaw, rector of All Saints' Church, in the 
home of a friend of mine, who at that time lived in Public street, 
South Providence. The minute I saw the picture I inclose I knew it 
was his. When I first knew him his face was smooth, and when he 
left here he wore small gray side whiskers. He represented himself 
to me as a single man, and I never knew anything different until he 
went away. Some time after I received proofs of his having been 
previously married several times, and in each case deserting the· wife, 
who never heard anything further from hin1 unless through the papers 
or detectives. 

"He left here last January, telling me he was going to Bismarck 
on business and that I was to go to him there in a few days . That is 
the last I ever beard from him · directly He left me in a destitute and 
delicate condition, and I have had to wor,k ever since, when I r~ally 
ought not to have done so. He robbed my mother of almost all she 
had. He sp2tres neither widow nor orphan; as the saying is, 'all is 
fish that comes to his net,' as Mrs. Plunkett will find to her sorrow. 
I wish I had money enough and his career would stop short and he 
would go where he deserves to be put. 

HE THINKS IT VERY ' RAW.' 
Worthington Says He Doesn't Wear Mr. Plunkett's Trousers. 

T he Form er's "Darling " a dvises h i m not to pay a ny 
attention t o the Base less Story. 

. . "Won't you read it out to me, my eyes are bad," said a silvery
haired but otherwise young-looking and very handsome man to a re
porter yesterday. 
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He was A. Bentley Worthington, who has wedded Mrs. Plunkett 
after the fashion evolved from Christian Science. 

The "it" referred to was an interview with the discarded Plun
kett, in which that gentleman is reported to have said: 

"To-day my lawyer received information that A.. Bentley Worth
ington is an alias, and the man now in charge of my wife and children 
is R. T. Quigley, formerly of Texas. Further information is expected 
next week. When Quigley or Worthington, or, whoever he is, came 
to the school he didn't have a change of clothes, and Mrs. Plunkett, 
Mrs. McCoy and the matron, Mrs . . Farnsworth, prevailed upon me to 
make an opening for him. Mrs. McCoy, Mrs. Plunkett and I were 
co-partners, and it was decided to admit Quigley- Worthington as 
business manager at $1,200 a year. He caught on at once, and in 
less than a month he had everthing I had, even to my clothes. From 
the first day he called to this hour I hadn't the slightest idea who he 
was." He never received letter, postal card nor visitor. 

"I'm not through with the case by any means. The children are 
home from school, and I understand they have been renamed Pearl 
and Paul 'Worthington.' They are my children, however, and I 
·shall have them both when my divorce is obtained." 

''That is pretty raw," said Worthington. "I had made up my 
mind not to say anything more to reporters, but a man can't stand 
.everything. Just come upstairs and see what my wife has to say 
about this." · 

Mrs. W orthington-Plunkett was reclining on a lounge in a 
-sitting-room furnished with artistic taste. She is gray or silvery, and 
so, by the way is Plunkett. Mrs. Worthington, or Plunkett, is about 
thirty-five years old. She is slight, dark, comely in feature, with 
.large brown eyes that look very intense and appealing. Her conver
sation is that of a well-educated and refined lady. Beside her sat a 
slim little brunette, who embraced her and caressed her on the 
,slightest provocation, and even at other times when the intervals 
between provocation seemed too long. . 

Worthington's manner was not half so confident here as below, 
and he told Mrs. Plunkett-Worthington his errand with considerable 
-embarrassment They are still in the " darling" stage of their 
affinity, and that word occurred and recurred with distressing fre
-quency. 

In firm tones she read aloud the statement of her late unlamented 
husband. It made her very angry. She straightened herself up on 
the couch, and the intense look deepened in her eyes as she said 
almost passionately: · 

" No, I will not reply to . this-not in the . press. What is the 
.use ? All the common people are prejudiced against us, and no good 
will come of discussing the matter. We will not be understood. Mr. 
Reporter, you can say I decline to make a statement of any kind. I 
have my own magazine and I propose to make a full explanation of 
:the case in it's next number."-
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"But, darling," hazarde d Worthington, "this is pretty raw. 
I'd like to know what trousers Plunkett has that will fit me." 

" Why don't you say exactly ·where you come from, a11d w·ho you 
are?" said the little brunette, . ' '· that would stop all this talk." 

Before Worthington could reply, his wife snapped out: " No, 
darling, I won't have it. No statemer. t of any kind will do good." 

" But, darling," again ventured the man, "I c.an't let myself be 
ground to powder. I'd like to have just five minutes' talk with that 
rnsca.l." 

"There spoke the old Adam, darling," reproved the priestess. 
•' You should let yourself be ground to powder, if it is for the truth's 
sake." 

''Well, I would like to meet that man, and have him tell me I 
wore his clothes." :Mrs. Plunkett declined to say anything about the 
suit she has taken to recover the amount of a policy she holds on the 
life of Moses W. Fielo, the late Detroit millionaire, who is the father 
of her boy Paul. 

On the way downstairs Worthington said:" I should really like to 
tell you all about myself, but there are family reasons for silence
two old ladies, my mother and aunt, who would be very much grieved 
and burt if this story came to their ears. I must protect them. But 
that Jellow Plunkett knows who I am. This attack is his last effort, 
tbe struggle of a despairing man." 

Plunkett now has a silver plate announcing "The Christian 
Science Healer," fastened near the door of No. 125, West ],orty-

. second street. His quarters a.re of the most sumptuous. He had 
nothing further to say about the quarrel between himse1£ and his 
wife. He did not know who Worthington was, and he was trying to 
find out. A large capitalist told him tha,t Worthington o~ce called 
himself Quigley, and lived in Galveston. The society would not be 
affected by the trouble. It had over 100,000 members who would 
remain united, but not with Mrs. Plunkett. That lady and her affinity 
would soon find themselves in au unpleasant position ·when deprived 
of the support of the society. 

Yes, he knew how Mrs. Plunkett obtained the policy on Mr. 
F ield's life. He was Mr. Field's private secretary about ten yea.rs ago. 
At that time be and Mrs. Plunkett were organizing the White Cross 
Society, which was very successful. 

l\1rs. Field and her two daughters were members, and through 
t hem l\1r. Field got to know Mrs. Plunkett. He then transferred his 
policy, in the Berkshire Life Insurance Company to her. The 
transfer states that the reason of the gift was the donor's desire to 
testify his appreciation of Mrs. Plunkett's Christian labors and 
charities. The premiums on the policy were regularly paid by Mr. 
:Field himself. 
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He was a peculiar man, for be bequeathed very little to his family, 
not enough for them to live on. Nearly all his property and 
several insurance policies were transferred to Mrs. Mary Goring 
within a few months of his death. This lady was a very close friend of 
the dead plutocrat. She is one of the best known and most prominent 
ladies of Detroit. 

At the office of Mr. Charles May, counsel for the Berkshire 
Assurance Company, it was learned that the company was quite 
prepared to pay the policy whenever the courts decide to whom it 
should be paid. The daughters of Mr. Field are suing to have the 
transfer to Mrs. Plunkett set aside, charging that it was obtained 
fraudulently. The company will file an interpleader in the case 
brought by Mrs. Plunkett and await the decision of the suit taken in 
Detroit. The amount of the policy is over $8,000. 

Auokland CampaignQ 

IN the Auckland Hm·ald of January 23rd, 1893, we have a brief 
report of Mr. Worthington's campaign in Auckland. . The report 
says: "He (Mr. Worthington) had learned that renunciation .was 
possession and now could honestly say that he had not a single desire. 
His principle now was, Resist not. That was why he had never men
tioned the name of a man who had systematically attacked him for 
more than a year, or even refe1·red to the attacker, until that night. 
He (Mr. Worthington) could easily have proved the untruth of the 
statements made, but he had asked himself should he so get false 
sympathy? There had been the essential ·fact that while what had 
been said was not true, in his consciousness he knew that he (Mr. 
Worthington) had done things worse than was said of him." 

There were, says the reporter, about 60 persons present. 
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Statement of 
B e n tly Worthington 

A ND 

A. B ently Worthington. 
In Pke Intm·national M agazine of Christian Science, August, 1889; 

edited by Mrs. Plunkett, we have the following article entitled-

PR.A.OTIO.A.L CHRISTIANITY. 
The deeply thoughtful students of ways and means for elevating 

the moral standards of the world, have long felt the inadequacy of old 
methods, aud longed and prayed for better. The answer has come. 
No one ntled longer wait until " they die to go to heaven," for 
Christianity in the present tense has come, and its vitality is so intense 
that it can go right down where men and women live, and sin,. and 
suffer, and by its own potency carry them up out of the swamps of 
error, into the clear sunlight of usefulness here and now. 

Almost everybody's life is clouded more or. less by some act of 
weakness or indiscretion in their past. It has long been believed that 
"once disgraced, always disgraced." Experience has almost proven 
this a proverb, when lo! Christian Science came forward, and with 
one wave of her stately hand, called a halt! while she whispered anew 
into the mighty silence the sweet, potent words, "neither do I con
demn thee, go sin no more." The effect has been electric, and runs 
from heart to heart with a power that promises to unite the entire 
people in one unbroken brotherhood. 

I have decided to copy from the New York " World'' and "Sun " 
the communications of Mr. Worthington and myself of July 28, 
knowing comparatively few of our readers will have seen them. I 
desire that there shall be a clean, clear understanding between our 
office and subscribe1·s. I do not wish anybody to remain with us in 
our la hours for those who seem to be the " lost sheep of the fold " 
unless they do so from choice and fitness. So long as one has the !' I 
am holier than thou '' feeling, he is illy prepared to comfort the 
wounded and broken. 

I'he effort of our office is dedicated especially to those in direct 
need; to those who, having followed error's ways are faced at last 
w1th despair, and rnust have help. Come, everyone, believe not it is 
"too late.'' There is no such word in our creed. "Now is the 
accepted time." Will you not, dearreaders, such as sympathise with 
our effort, go alone five minutes each day, and? ov.er the sil~nt wires of 



"The Good only," send us thoughts that will make us strong in our 
battle· of non-resistance, an d bring us comfort in our seeming isolation. 
Already I hear your....-" yes. " 

" Go ! winged words, across the sea 
.A.nd say to all in misery ; 
The time has come that was to be. 
The day for open ears to hear, . 
The day when love should cast out fear, 
And ' Christ' in glory should appear." 

No. 13, West Forty-Second Street, 1 

New York City, July 28,, 188~. 
To the Editors of the "World" and "Sun": 

Wit.h you-r--kind permissign I will give the facts in this sad case 
as far as I understand them, hoping they may be of service. No one 
who 'knows me, will dispute that I am a sincere, earnest worker for , 
Truth as I undeTstand it. I believe those who differ with me and 
criticise my methods are equa11y honest, and that they are in duty 
bound_, a~ responsible citizens, to continue to criticise until wise!' lawR 
concerni11g the most vital point in every life are evohe<). U 11less the 
sanc~ty of our homes can be more sacredly kept, the destiny of our 
nationa) life is sealed, and we cannot escape the fate of those seem
ingly'"jJOWerful nations of the past. 

'fliefle are very few people who believe, however much they pro
fess, t~at to· tell the honest, straightforward truth, without fear or 
favour, about every little detail in life, and to act frankly in every par
ticular, with no effort at deception, is possible or desirable. Con
sciously or unconsciously, they all feel that ·the bare Truth is a little 
too rugged, and needs its edges smoothed by innocent (?) deception. 
This pra~tice is carried on in the homes, and the children soon become 
experts in little deceptions. These children become the men and 
women .who make up the social and bri·siness world into which they 
br~ng their ever-growing tendency to deceive wherever they think it 
will bring them favour or success, and the world approves and says, 
"she is a bright woman," or "he is a brillin.nt fellow." It has come 
to tlie point where men and women of the world do not pretend to 
trust or believe in each other; on the contrary they are keeping n.s 
sharp a look-out as they can to avoid being cheated and defrauded in · 
every direction. 

'Five years ago I belonged to the·deceiving and deceived class. I 
really believed that if I was sincerely truthful I should become a non
entity, and be trn.mpled under the feet of my intellectual companions. 
My inmost self, however, hated prevarication and deception, but once 
on the path (h.nd who is not?) I sa.w no way out. ~1 was nigh unto 
death, when au angel of a woman spoke to me in a language I ~ould 
understand. She said that thr~mgh a method, which was now being 
much thought of and studied under the name of Christian Scieuce~ 



it was our privilege to approach Truth and ·gain ·her blessings to a 
degree never before believed possible, and that in .proportion as we 
turned our minds to the study of the more important forces, ·which 
are always invisible, should we gain that understanding of the life 
problem, the answer to the whence, whither and where that would 
bring the health, peace and satisfaction we all so greatly desire. She 
said Truth, though invisible, like electricity, is a working principle, 
which will make everybody free who embrace her, and consent to be 
guided by her rules. In my despair I listened and begged to be told 
more, and more, and more and-mm·e. 

I dare not take space for details, but suffice it I was raised from 
my bed of pain and began immediately to practice being truthful, and 
instead of growing weak and fearful (everybody is under fear who 
deceives), I found that I had added health and strength, hope and 
power, for usefulness with each new day. I found, in the brief 
space of three months, I could accomplish more real good than I had 
ever before dared hope to in all my life. From that hour to the 
present I have worked untiringly day and night, in and out of season, 
as thousands can attest. There is not a man or woman living who 
will dispute this from ·ev3dence. 

When Mr. Worthington entered my regular monthly course of 
lectures I gave him the same careful instruction concerning perfect 
truthfulness that I gave to the others. After the lecture, in which I 
told them that every man and woman in essence is divine, pure and 
good, and that no number of sins and mistakes in one's past could 
hold them captive if they would forsake them, and be honest and 
sincere in all their dealings thereafter; that it was not true (as had 
been so long believed) that once your fair name is gone there is no 
hope of regaining it this side of the grave, but that every one could, 
impossible as it seemed, become a beloved and respected member of 
society, here and now, because by their power to heal the sick, which 
always comes with the under$tanding of our connection with our source, 
and their ability to aid and comfort those in distress, they would very 
soon have opportunity to prove their words by their works. I 
repeated the promise that "Though your sins be as scarlet." 

He told me afterward that vvhen he heard that there really was a 
way out of a horrible past, not on! v for himself, but for all, it was 
with the greatest restraint he was ~ble to keep hifl chair~ and, after 
going to his room, he walked the floor most of the night, saying, " Oh, 
is it true; is it true; can it be true; is there hope for me? It sounds 
too good to be true ! Dare I trv it ? Dare I trust it ? " Before the 
lectures closed he decided to try and trust it. 

Here I will say, and l ask all who read to believe, that as I hop "" 
Eo~ heaven, as I love my beautiful children, who are shielded from all 
lihis st?rm, and hope for their future · usefulness and happiness, as I 
s~a~J Iil the presence of Almighty God, 1I am stating my honest con
n~t.IOns: You may diff~.:r with me; this I expect, but I ask that you 
.vlll beheve me sincere. Time alone can prove whether my conclu• 



sions conce1•ning marriage are true to your minds, but to mine there 
is no more doubt than that two and two are four. I believe I know 
them to be true and in harmony with eternal principle. 

Marriage is a divine institution. The old sa.ying, that ''Marriages 
are made in heaven," contains a deep truth. It will be found by close 
study that much that is commonly called marriage is but a very crude 
aud couuterfeit expression of that holy union, which is the God-given, 
God-made right of every man and woman, and to which they must 
attain through the law of evolution, whether they w1ll or not, as surely 
as a child must grow into manhood. None of us are outside the 
Divine law, so poorly expressed by man-made laws, and we must on. 
The:ve is no other power to cleanse and help shape the statute laws of 
ow land so that they would be conducive to the highest welfare of 
i?ne people, fur their needs are sore indeed. 

When Mr. Worthington came into my presence I .knew instantly 
that he was my conjugal mate. I do not think . that people leading 
ordinary worldly lives would be able to know, as 1 knew, nor would I 
think it at all safe for them to act hastily upon their impressions. I 
had been four and one-half years working constantly along spiritual 
lines, and my spiritual vision is often much illumined, not, however, 
in any way different from others, were they doing the same quality of 
work. But you ask instantly, llow about him? He also knew al!l 
well a.s I, but no word was spoken. His mind is spiritual to a degree 
r:trely met, and it has come through an experience so full of pain 
that nothing short of Divine Providence could h:we sustained him. 

Mr. Plunkett and all our friends knew that he and I were no more 
mated or intended for each other than water and oil. We frequently 
talked about it as naturally as we would speak of the affairs of o1 hers, 
and he often expressed a perfect willin~ness to aid me, should the 
time. ever come when I desired freedom from our contract. "r e were 
living as brother and sister, and I saw no reason why we should not 
continue, since all our friends, and such otheril as had a. right. knew 
the true state o£ the case and hence could not charge UA with .decep
tion. Whether Mr. Plunkett has kept his promise and tried to aid 
and protect me; whether he has proven that his methods are spiritual, 
not worldly; and that he forgives as he hopes to be forgiven, I leave 
to the public and h-i-nu;elf 

Bef~re the close of the lectures Mr. Worthing1on and I spoke to 
each other of what we silently knew, and that I m :ght be absolutely 
true to my determination t o rleceive not a.t all, we togethe1·. on the 
same evening, told Mr. Plunkett. 11he day following I called 
together the corps of clerks, teachers and healers con Pec·ted with the 
office, and Mr. Worthington and I together told them what'' e believed 
our relation to each other to be; that we had not decided upon any 
course, but desired them to act in perfect freedom a.bnut remaining. 
Mr. vV orthington then said to me that he would exercise no will in 



the matter; that he had decided to. devote the remainder of his life to 
the healing and helping of those in need, and that he would be guided 
by my judgment as to when and where. 

Immediately the class closed Mr. Plunkett said to me, "I wish 
you would have Mr. Worthington leave the city." I was so wbol1y 
undecided as to what was right and best that I asked Mr~ Worthington 
if he would be willing to leave the city and not correspond with me, 
that I might have time to think. He Raid he would, an~ left for ,a 
neighbouring city that evening with letters of introduction to friends 
of ours. Just before he left I said to him: "'fhere are many matters 
connected with my "past " which, if you knew, might change your 
feelings toward me, but for four and a half years I have lived just as 
true as I could everv hour." 

He replied, "Oh, do not speak about your past ; everybody can 
see what you are now, and that i~:~ sufficient; besides, you taught us 
in the class room that we must not look backward. I, too, have a 
"past," from which I thought there was no escape ; now I see a way 
out and I will follow it." 

I then bethought myself that I should practise what I preached 
and said, " do not tell me your ' past ; ' all I need to know is that you 
have forsaken it and you will do all you can to repair any wrong you 
have done and will press forward to the time when you can aid others 
to do the same. 

Oh, how little I then knew what I was saying or the meaning of 
the sad gladness that was in his face when he said, "I£ Truth can do 
what you say she can, by her aid I will atone for every wron,q I have 
ever done. '' 

After a little over a week's time had elapsed, during which I did 
not communicate with Mr. Worthington, but came faithfully every 
day to my office and work, Mr. Plunkett said to me: 

" I am going out of the city." 
" Where ? " said I. 
" I am going to bring Mr. Worthington. I do not think it is 

right for me to separate you two." 
Of coursfi I was _qlad, but my course of action was not yet decided 

upon in my ow n miud; so n.fter he returned we talked again, and I, 
lest I might be j1rf:luenced by my sister, who was pressing me every 
moment to i,qnore all civil law. a.nd calling me positively cownrdly 
because I would not iive with h1m as his wife immediately, left the 
city for Washington . where J taught. ~ 1arge class in Christian Science. 
I returned after four weeks of the most desperate struggle anv woman 
ever survived, and told J\lh · WorthingtorJ that I had necided fully that 
the work in the future could he best earried on by om· united effort. 

We knew that ·the world wnu]cl uot allow tis to work together 
Without a suspicion that would oampe·r; n.l1 nur· effort unless we were 
married, so we began at once tr tn 1 k a. bout divorce. and the more we 
studied it the more impossible and hopeies~:~ became the situation. 



There ·are no proVisions· for an honourable1 divorce. During'~ thi 
study I learned facts concerning statutory law that I had not dreajmet : 
were in existence. (All this wae relative to my divorcement. I d6n' 

1 
know why, but the thought never entered mg mind that he might b1 
married). 

I saw there was no hope through an institution that makes hear\ 
1 

and love quality subjective to convenience and lust, and that the moa\ 
civil law can do' is to satisfy or recognize a union already existing in 
the inmo~t sel-ves of the contracting parties. I saw it was outrageous 
and i11decer1t' that the proceedings of the bed chamber should be 
paraded before the world, in the court room and in the public press, 
and thrit' th·ere 1could be no ·sanctity in the home until this blighting 
order of things was changed. Oivillaw cannot regulate the soul, and 1 
it has no rigM-to ·clai·m to deal with 'i1W?'1'iage, save in temporal matters, t 
as it deaJs <with other con tracts or partnerships. The place jo?' he f 
settlem/ ut of mat1·imonial difficulties is in the home and .not the courts. 

We both •knew that, inwardly, we were d1vorced from any other t 
on earth, and as surely married to each other. There was no oppor
tunity fot· civil law-divorce or marriage, so we decided, after much e 
deliberati .11n, t0 announce what was true interiorly and go on with four 1 
work. We sat talking one evening just before the time set for our r 
announceme11t' to our friends, and he seemed so very troubled that I s 
aaid, 

".Maybe, if you will tell me what troubles you, I can aid you." 
He said, "Oh, don't!" and burst into tears, adding, "I never 

mea11t it, 1 r ever· loved it, but I couldn't help it! I was so young, so 
inexperienced!" 

Gently I to·ld him that, if be felt willing to tell me, I was sure I 
could help him with tnental treatment. With great effort he fin.ally 
said that, wlten a lad not ,yet twent;l/ yem·s of age, he, through a false
hood, ,qot into t?·ou.ble that eausf'd him to assume a name .{o1· a time, and 
that the fear of its being known had followed him like a horrible 
·Spectre ever since. He said that, although he h;td tried study, work, 
travel, he 1Htd never seen a happy day since. I bade him forget it all 
and press forward. 

Shortly we called a few friends together, and told them plainly 
that before God we believed we belonged together, and we had de

. cided we could do the greatest service to the world in this w<ty. 
(Any one desiring a fuller account of r6asons, etc., can obtain it by 
sending for the July number of our Magazine.) 

Everything moved on as smoothly as could be expected where 
reformatory work was carried on. I found that he was thoroughly 
familiar with every subject, religion, and philosophy ever mentioned 
or heard of, save Christian Science. Wheuever it came up he alw<tys 
conceded to my judgment and said frequently that, but for the hope 
it offered, he would not think life worth the struggle. Sometimes he 
would say: 
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. · "Would it be possible, could; .anyt}lqtg 1QOme tlaa.t. would c&UI!IJ.,1 
1L you- to lea;ve me?" · " 
;1 I always answered, "No," and that1he muat not talk abo,ut audl . 
I things. And he said : 
'I • 1' Were you to find out that my past :was worse than you haTe ,. 
suppo~ed, would you separate from me P " ' 

I answered, " Oh, no ; for y:ou, would ~eed, ·me all the more." . 
Several times he said : 

"If anything ever comes that causes me to go from you, it shall 
be to death. I will never, never try to live away from you." 

I told him he would never be asked .to do this unless it was best. 
He frequently said, "There is no su:ffering"or pain I can conceive of 
but I could endure, if need be, sav.e that of bri~gi~g sorrow to you ; .. 
it would be the one thing I could not bear ! " If ever he noticed me 
the least bit pale or saw the slightest indication .of distu,rbance in my 
face, he would say: 

"Our religion teaches , perfect trust; now, if you had perfect 
trust you could not be an xious about anything.',' 

I saw that he was hanging his hope on .my ability to live in that 
exalted sta.te of faith. and knowing; how young he was jn the know
ledge of the rules prescribed by Christian Science, I felt that I must 
rise to the high requirement, that I might not become a block of 
stumbling to h·im. 

Four wee .. ks ago a larly whom I do not know called upon him, 
after which he came up filtairs looking very pa~e. ~oon he said: 

"Something very dreadful has come to roe." 
I said, '' Can I not help you?" 
He answered, "Oh, T cannot endure thrat p:1in shal.I .come to you, 

but I am threatened with an exposure ~l all ·my pmd unless I leave 
here, and, deal', it would b1·eak your hear,t!" 

I said," Oh, no; nothing, can break a hear1t w.hose truet is in God. 
Let us drop it now; we won't talk, but do. J ustr as s.oon as we can 
get started again we will make, up for the past the best we can." He 
did not talk more. He would had I permitteq1 him, but, .on principle, 
I avoid talking error's ways. 

Reports began comi11g one way and another until hjs suffering,r 
day after day, was so intense that it would have moved the pity of Bj 

stone. I did not know what was true or false, and L did not allow 
him to tell me, because it could do no .good. H e w.as my soul-h~tsbmuJ~ 
my mate {1·om the forever to the forever, and ,whatever fate aw~.ited hi~ 
was mine also. 

At last, one day, when an unusual oppression seemed1ta surround 
him, he said : 

" I must tell you that, befarf} I came to New York, I used -anoth"' 
name." 

Had a thunderbolt from heaven struck me I should not have 
been more surprised or wounded, but he was l~oking- at :r;ne,, •nd I 
knew if I flickered so much &I an eyelas!.l, it would be all .over-with 



him, so I' answered~ u TeN me about it," and he then told me of hfs 
Dakota home and the sad event which caused him to leave it. I am 
p<1sitive· he did not· dream of the condition of Mrs. Ward, for when he 
heard it from a reporter his suffering exceeded anything I have ever 
witnc ;:;xed . I soothed him as b,est I could, and said: 

' ' ~ow we will find out if it is true, and if it is we will do every
thing in our power for her and you1· ·child." 

He would not believe it and does not now. He also sppke of an 
affair with Mr. Dana, and said he would like to write to him and tell 
him he had changed his way of living, and that, as soon as possible, he 
wou1d pay him every dollar he owed him, but he would wait, for if he 
wrote it now Mr. Dana would not believe him. He snid, "Dana has 
a good heart, and if he knew I really meant it he would wait for me." 

· In handling my money, of which he has had entire control, he has 
been scrupu1ously careful, wise and saving. He could have taken 
every do 11:1 r had he desired, but he felt that my business was his, and 
he has shown an economy and thoughtfulness in little things that has 
been a revelation to me. He is the embodiment of persistence and 
a-pplication. I really believe that be would stand at his post of duty 
twe.nty hours out of twenty-four without one word of complaint. He 
has more strength, both mentally and physically; more courage, 
determination and perseverance than I have ever met in any half 
dozen persons, could they be combined in one. He has a strong will 
and quick · tempeT, which, however, in the brief time he has been 
pr<tctising science rules, has come under very good control. His 
deportment in the home is sincere, chaste, thoughtful and tenderly 
lignified. He possesses such tremendous force that, once thrown off 
the track, one might expect to hear j~6st such things as we have heard. 

Last W ednesda.y afternoon, when all sorts of reports were coming 
thick aud fast, I felt that I could have much clearer judgment if left 
by myself, and I asked him if he would be willing to go away for a 
few days and allow me to nt tend to the situation. He said: 

"No, indeed. I will stand right here until I am taken away, if 
that is to be my portion. I have given myself absolutely over into 
the hands of Truth and I am willing to take whatever she metes out 
to me, knowing it will be just and right. You know I have already 
done exceptionally good healing, and if I may be allowed I will do 
more good to the world than I have done ill, great as it is. If not, if 
I must go to punishment, I will patiently study and wait my release, 
then serve Christian Science the rest o£ my life, for it is the only thing 
that could have brought me hope in any direction ." 

It may be that I was hoping against h0pe, but I felt somehow, if 
only the true facts could be known, that tlwse whose lives ·he hal 
W''onged would give him a chance to do all the good he can, and it 
would be very much. I cannot see how anybody would be helped by 
his punishment, nor can I find anything in the teachings of the 
Master, whom we try to follow, that indicates that He desired punish
ment ·should be administered to those who were repentant. To the one 
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who had erred most fiagrantly He simply said, "Go, and sin no more." 
He finally yielded to my s0licitations. Just before leaving he 

·asked me to write the following at his dictat_ion, and commending his 
soul to the care of the Truth he has prom1sed to serve, he went out 
into the night, and my little companion, who uever leaves me for a 
single hou~, day or night, a_nd I were alon~. But we keep the flowers 
fresh on his desk, we set his plate and cha1r at each meal, and we are 
following him with prayers that heaven cannot refuse. If he never 
co111es fu a s again his place will remain sacred to him, and my soul 
looks always forward to the time wheu it shall join his in conscious 
presence again, for my brief life with him is all the genuine happiness 
I have ever known. , 

Mea.nwnile, I wi11 go on as I have done, ministering to all who 
are in need of my :'lervice. He helped me to finish the last work on 
the August Magazine before going, and I will believe that he is to be 
saved to a life of usefulness to the world. · 

While I do not believe one hundredth part of what has been 
printed, I ask that eve1·ybody who has cause against him will present. it 

. to me at once and I will arrange, by the aid of Truth, to ca11cel every 
obligation in the near future. I know God will help me to do this. 
Pa1·ticu. larly do I w~sk M rs. Ward to communicate with me and allow 
me to sr-:·rve her. 

Truth is mighty and will prevail. 
MARY BENTLY WoRTHINGTON. 

Mr. Worthington's Communication. 
Oppressed with the heaviest sorrow known to a heart acquamted 

with grief, and on the eve of separation, at her request, from the 
person whose life is linked to every pore of mine, my true wife, and 
k1 1owing that my word will have little weight or credence with the mass, 
because I have not earned the right to be believed, yet something tells 
me that the sad story of the truth will :fi11d lodgement in the hearts of 
some whose feet are in the way that len.ds to this. Especially are 
these words addressed to young men w bo, from some one cause or 
another, are at this moment, perhaps, entering upon the unfortunate 
pathwa.y o£ small deceptions. Be assured that I speak to you from a. 
soul so heavily burdened that nothing but Truth itself could sustain 
me in this hour. 

Nearly a quarter o£ a century ago, before I was twenty years of 
age, I told a falsehood in so small a matter that the money value 
involved was less than $200, but the consequence was the blighting of 
a life full of promise a11d hope. From tha.t day until last February 
the _ye11rs "ere full of deceptions, mistakes, and foolililh efforts to 
hide the first oH ence by others of greater or less magnitude, 
until my life became a living falsehood. When the past caught up 
With me in one place I fled from it to another, often forced to do a. 
wrong in the haste of the necessity of :Hight, compelled to take up the 



50 

life at a new place, without a past to which I could refer ; through 
weakness or necessity, multiplying tha mountain of falselzooda until my 
soul stood shuddering in the presence of its own turpitude, with the 
feeling that the hand of every man wa.s turned against me. Yet, 
never for one moment. as I hope for peace hereafter, did I love .sin 
or wrong per se. On the contrary my nights often filled the silence 
with ag11nies and such scalding tears as only he suffers whose prayers 
arise 1o n11 unknown God who car1 bring no relief. 

It was with these burdens tugging at my heart until reason 
seemed -deserting me that I, through the advice o£ a stranger, (to me) 
sought with trembling doubt the stntement of Truth as taught by 
Christian Science, of which I had not previously heard. It taught me 
my relations to my Source, as well as my fel1ow-men, in a way that 
my reason could accept and my judgment confirm, and, best of all, it 
pointed a way out of the labyrinth of sin and enabled me to determine 
to never tell another falsehood, practi~e another deception, or fly from 
the past. I have decided to live modP.stly, yet fea'rlessly, for the futwre, 
and devote my life tuthe promulgation of the truth l have learned. 

With the knowledge that I might be compelled to face this past 
. at any moment, 1 have stood at my post in this office for eighteen 

weekt:J, ministering to the poor, the sick, the discc uraged and down
trodden with all possible faithfulness, hoping thereby . to begin my 
work of repairing the past. Every sense has seemed trembling with 
expectation of calamity, which Truth nlnrre has e11abled me to bear, 
but I have always been hopeful and determined to malce good the pa:st 
at whateue1· cost to myself; so far as lay in my power. There is rn~tch 
that cannot be 1·epai1·ed, but nevertheless shall the remainder of my 
life be dedicated to that effort and the good I can do for all on my way. 

I go away only b1·irjly, at the solicitation of heT who is dea1·est of 
all on earth to me, who feels that those most intimately interested 
will not willingly add to my burdens, or seek to crush me unnecess
arily when once they understand my determination to follow the wap 
of 'l'ruth henceforth. 'Vith the understanding that should ::t.ny of 
t hose interested in my a:ffail's dem:md it, after a knowledge and colr
sideration .of my attjtude of mind at thjs tjme, I will return and talw 
the consequences of their desire upon me. No one could bold bitter
ness toward me did they know the suffering of this hour. 

A. BENTLY w OR'l'HINGTON. 

PATIENCE 
DEAR READERS: I nsk that you ben.r with me this month. I 

promise you shall not have personality ·served up to ynu heren Het·, 
but the exaggerated state of affairs seems to demand that yo11 l 1e 
given the plain uiwarnished fact~ this m?nth. Two d~ys after t! rc 
n.bove was published, I caused the f 'J llowmg to a.ppear 111 several of 
1l1e New York papers. 
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"Will you kindly allow me space to say that IJO pRper can truth
fully or with my permission charge me with sickly sentimentalism. 
Mr. Worthington and I stand absolutely alone in the world to-day in . 
our degree-with the demonstration of true conjugal n: :ll·riage, ana 
a plea that tho~e who hnve a 'past' of wh_ich they have 1·epente5i may 
be beard and g1ven a reasonable opportumty for proof. -

"That no one may question my intention to fulfil all I have 
promised; that Mr. Worthington is equally sincere; and that we 
may prove to all the power of our faith in the kind heartR of his 
accusers, when they really tlnderstand the situation, I now ·!rclare 
that as soon as those whoRe names have been mentioned in thu press 
as having cause for action agn.inst Mr. Worthington, sha.ll have 
presented their claims fairly and squarely to me, I will ask him; 
through the public press of New York City, to return here, and 
thereby prove our faith by our works. 

''Many ask what I shall do if I find his name is not Worthington? 
I reply, that makes no difference to me. Mary Bently Worthington 
is the name I have taken, and I shaH carry it so long as I live. He 
has a real name, which he nor any other can ever change. 'It is 'a 
child of God.' · 

" If he has the manhood I claim for him, he will come when I 
call him, even if he knows it is to his death, He went away only at 
my solicitation, and he will more readily return. 

'' MARY BENTLY WORTHINGTON.'' -

DIVORCE BY METAPHYSICS. 
From The Wo?·ld. 

And Re-marriage of the Christian Science High Priestess 
on the same Principle. 

"There is a true soul mate for every person, and we are 
conscious that we have always been married," f:'a.id the pJeasa11t-spoken 
A. Beutly Worthington yesterday when 1 ealled 011 him at the 
Christian Science Healing Temple, at No. 13, West Forty-~ecnnd 
street. HP is one of the healers, Ol' mind physicians, of the new 
system of curing disease without medication. His remark referred to 
the recent ta.king unto himself of a wife in the magnetically charming 
person of Mrs. Mary Hodgkins Plunkett, one of the most successful 
priestesses iu the new science. 

The marriage, so called, was very peculiar, and it threatens q, 
create a revolution among the twenty thousand adherents o£ the new 
sect. 

Mr. Worthington and Mrs. Plunkett first met several months 
ago and immediately fell in love. He was a bachelor. She was, and 
is, n. clecidedly attractive woman. She had a husband before f he met 
Mr. \V orthington, it is true, but a little thing like that did not disturb 
her equanimity nor his. · 
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The Strange Wedding. 
. Their so-called marriage took place in the presence of a f~w 

·friends at the Forty-second Street Temple. The couple advaneed to 
the centre of the parlor, and the groom repeated the following :-

"In the presence of God and you my friends here asse~ bled, 
"I take Mary Hodgkins Plunkett to be my wife, promising, 
"with Divine assista.nce, to be unto her a faithful and loving 
"husband, forever and forever." 

The bride repeated a similar formula, and after congratulations, 
a little kissing and some cake and wine, it was all over. 

A week prior there bad been another peculiar performance. JYlr. 
and Mrs. Plunkett were married in the good old way about twellty 
years ago in Massachusetts. Two beautiful chilc!re11 were bor11 to 
them. For two or three years, however, Mr. and J.Yirs. Plu11 kett h" ve 
been unable to live harmoniously. ]'imdly both agreed to dis~:>oi n~ 
maritl• i partnership, and the husband, 1 he wife and the lover (Mr. 
Wortl1ington) met by appointment, and <L compact on metapbysi1·al 
principles, by which Christian scientists arrange things in decidedly 
unconventional fashion, was patched up betwe~:.·n the three. 

A Metaphysical Divorce. 
Mr. Worthington and Mrs Plunkett declared . they were "soul 

mates" and couldn't help it. :Mr. Plunkett Fnid be couldn't help it, 
either, and he and his wife signed this documeJ;t :-

"From the most profound conviction of duty we do jointly 
declare our marriage contract null and void i11 so far as it lies i11 our 
power to render it so." ' 

This "divorce" was cheap, convenient, quiet, and strictly accord
ing to metaphysical ethics. But the subsequent "marriage" was a 
startler to the most enthusiastic theorists, and they haven't got done 
gossiping about it yet. 

"Whacking Up," Metaphysically. 
The " divorced " husband and wife divided their wealth ; she 

retaining the "temple" with its profitable "healing" business and 
her new lover, while Mr. Plunkett picked up his traps and moved 
further down the street. 

The fair lady sighed sHgbtly yesterday as she said, "Our hearts 
a11d our consciences tell us that God has approved our maniaae 
although it is contrary to human laws." 

0 

J.Ylr. Worthington said, "In the eyes of our spiritual faith we are 
fulfilling the law." At one bound he has succeeded to the office of 
chief healer in the temple and ex-officio husband. 

I asked Mr. Plunkett to tell me, from the results of his ~tudies 
in the realm of mental and inet~physical phenomena, whether 
marriage was a fail--
. ''Don 't talk to me of women again," he said sadly. He added 
that be should not sue for a legal divorce, although he thought his 
ex-wife had been a little rapid in taking up with the other fellow.
'J.'lze Wo'rld. · 
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Tit its, Rare Bits, and Funny its 
From the International Magazine of Ohristi m Scienae, edited by 

A. B. Worthington and Mary :a. Plunkett. Published in 
New York, 1889. 

The following notice to subscribers is very significant: 'We ask 
that those who are in arrears shall pay at once, or, if you cannot, 
write and tell us so ; otherwise your names will be struck off our 
list.'-Unity Publishing Company. In the July (1889) number of 
the International Magazine we have another statement of A. and Mary 
·Bently Worthington:-

'The hasty and frivolous judgment of flippant criticism, which has 
represented us as being without regard for law, would seem unworthy 
of notice were it not for the colormg given by the one act which, of 
necessity, seemed to di~regard the civil law. Upon this subject we 
insist there shall be no misunderstanding, that no honest mind be left 
in doubt as to our purity of motive, which can never be associated 
with violation of law. The necessity of the hour is so great that we 
have decided to embody this holy relation at any personal sacrifice, 
and not to spare time, money, position, or energy, in openly laying 
the corner stone of a social system in which the relations between men 
and women shall be divinely regulated and sex· purity established.' 

'We find ourselves unable to do justice to our subject without 
intruding our personalities to a degree, which, to us, is so unpleasant 
that but for the grave importance of this vital guestion, we should 
find it quite impossible.' 

'This presentment, by reason of the large number of people inter
ested, and our position as religious teachers, involves an answer to 
questions collateral to our own action, and suggested by the situation 
resulting therefrom.' 

'Let the general reader kindly remember that those things which 
to him seem uninteresting and not germain, are, perhaps, of the great• 
est importance to others connected with the science, er in pursuit of 
its study; and that it is necessary, in deference to theJarge number 
of interests involved, to discuss the several relations of social and 
religious life, as well as a plan for the future dissemination of this 
truth, through the medium of healing, teaching, and preaching.' 

'Our depa'l·turefrom the civil law was born of that necessity which 
creates inspiration, to do an innovation, as the dernier which will dis
turb the stoicism and engage the keenest effort of public sentiment in 
the direction of such reform as will place the mantle of perfected law; 
with all its protection, about the victims of this great wrong, and usher 
in the proof of the legal maxim that "no wrong shall exist without a 
r,emedy," when, as Wendell Phillips said, "The greatest crime shall no 
longer be written in the highest law of the land." 
· ''l'he only standpoint from which our action may safely be judged 
is that of spiritual interpretation, because it is conceded on all hands 
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tore, is not expected from, no:r blame attached to, those who are ignor
ant of spiritual law, or those whose study of that htw has 11ot reached 
the demonstration of it.' 

'Up to this it (i.e. Chri~tian Science) had solved the problem of 
healing the sick and almost raising the dead in several instances. 
While teaching and preaching the truth, witnessing its demonstration 
to the extent above stated, we realized that, if truth was omnipotent, 
the sex problem must of necessity be as obedient to it and as capable 
of solution within it, as has been the healing, etc. Admitting this, 
the opposition are driven to the statements "that the world is not 
ready," or "thf' time is not ripe," or, that we "were not the proper 
representatives;" to all of which we answer: There uever was, and 
never will be a time when error is ready to entertain truth. In 
-spiritual reckoning there is no past nor future. Now is the only time. 
In all the history of God's dealing with His children, He has chosen 
the weak to confound the mighty. In the presence of this conscious
ness, the false appearances which attend living in the marriage relation 
without conjugal love, constituted a ~pecies of deception at variance 
with the basic principles of our ter.ching. 

'The first step taken was the dissolution of the fal~e relatwn; 
which was doue in the only way poRsible to us anG. our faith, with the 
present unjust demands of society made in the 11ame of law, and of 
which you were advised in the April !lUmber of this magazine. It was 
the only way it could be done because the civil law refuses absolutely 
to divorce people who are willing to be divorced. Our action could 
only be justified by the position and ob1igatiotJ we were under to bt3 
faithful to ou:r convictions.' 

'Now, in the light of Christian Science, we see no more as through 
a glass darkly, but face to face, and we know that clivm·ce is 1w rnore 
sent of God, than the othe1·falsities which we have been taught were ·sent 
by Hirn, such as sin, sickness, insanity awl death. Now we know all 
these are the results of ignorance, and that they have no place in the 
realm of the real, which is the new kingdom now descending to earth , 

'This idea is not new, but having been misinterpreted, it has 
remained unfruitful.' 

'Divorce {s a puf1·icl cancer on the body of social life. · It had its 
origin in ignorance, and it is fed and kept alive by lust and selfishness. 
It can only be healed by uncompromising surgery.' 

'DIVINE J\iARRIAGK. In the beginning, God, the good, or 
"Brahm, or Jehovah, created: male and female created be them. If 
we were created male and female, there is not now, nor ever bas been, 
any power which could uncreate or change us. That which is to come 
into manifestation, ever was, now is, and ever shall be in the realm ~f 
reality, therefore all the children of God are complete, whole, man·iecl 
.al'J·eady; for in this real realm there is only the ever present now . 
.God made them male and female; then, when they were created they 
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were also married; and what God hath joined no man can put 
asunder. 

'Every soul is, in reality one; in manifestation, two. In our de
scent into the belief of materiality, we appear as two persons, while, 
in reality, there is but the one, cvt in two as it were-disconnected, 
alone, lonely, dissatisfied without knowing why, madly exhausting 
every promise of diversion, at last plunging into matrimony, only to 
tire of it like all the rest. This is succeeded by divorce and remarriage 
followed by a repetition of the disappointment, and furnishes that 
condition of society which unblushingly pronounces marriage a fail
ure." No, marriage is not a failure.' 

S\ledenborg says: 'The love of the sex is love for many and with 
many of the sex, whereas conjugal love is love for only one and with 
one of the sex. Moreover, love for many and with many is a natural 
love, for it is common with beasts and birds, which are natural; but 
conjugal love is a spiritual love, and is peculiar and proper to men 
because they were created and are born to become spiritual. There
fore, so far as a man becomes spiritual, he puts off the love of the sex 
and puts . on conjugal love.' 

' The carnal mind-or natural man is a polygamist, the spiritual 
man a monogamist. Man has consciously been but a hal£ child 
heretofore, now, through the affirmations, as found in Christian 
Science,he has begun to declare himself whole, and when his thought 
outpictures, he will have awakened to his completeness manifestly; 
which will be a harmonious marriage. The other hal£ of each man 
has always been joined to him, and always shall be, though thousands 
of miles, according to mortal measurement, intervene. The reasori 
this is true is because God made them so. Christian Science authority 
sustains this position as foll0ws : 

" Marriage is the legal and moral provision for the generation 
among the higher species. Until the spi1·itual c1·eation is discerned; 
and the u1tion of male ctnd female app1·ehended as in the vision · of the 
A.pocalypse-wheTe its spi1·itual sense was 1·evealfJd from h·eaven-This 
rite should continue under such moral regulations as will secure 
increasing virtue."-Science and Health, page 133. . 

'Here is the perfect vindication of our action so far as Science an(l 
Health is concerned. We claim, through Science, a discernment of 
the spiritual creation, and the perfect union between male and female-,. 
as given by Jesus, [Mark X. J From the beginning of the creation 
God made them male and female, and, before Him, in Genesis [I,] 
!'so God created man in his own Image; in the image of God createq 
he him ; male arid female created he them.' . 

'" Union of the masculine andfeminine sentiments seems requisite 
for completeness. The masculine mind reaches a higher tone by 
communion with thefeminine while the feminine mind gains cozwage 
and strength by the same communion. These different individualities 
meet and need each other, and their true harmony is in spiritual one
ness." S. and H, [page 134.] 
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'I£ this union is '.'requisite" to "completeness," this "complete
n~ss" can only be attained. by the. " union ." The evident purpose of 
the writer was a reference to those unions described by Swedenborg 
as conjugal, and by him as well as this author, confessed to be almost 
unknown on earth to-day. In short, the discovery of this, has been 
and is the ultimate of all religious inquest.' · 
,· '"A separation takes place when th.e motives for marriage are not 
suited to individual progress .and happiness." (S. and H ., page 137.) 

· 'This is precisely what we claim. Individua1 progress is the basis 
of national prosperity, and any condition which forbids individual 
progress is opposed to all the laws of God, and all that is not of God 
is _of sin. It is a serious question for our legislators to ponder to-day. 
I .s our marriage code suited to individual progress?' 

'Th~r.e is a general feeling among all classes of people that our 
meetipg a!Jd loving each other was not so very odd or culpable. 
llundreds. have said to us: "It's all right if you would only KE~P IT 
~o Y.OU:RSELV:EJS," to which we have answered: "That would be but 
adding one more to the innumerable intrigues that deform the character 
apd threaten the peace of social life. I£ it is good and pure, there is 
11-~ ~ r.eason. for concealment. If it is evil and impure, it should be put 
away for ever. We knew in our hearts that it was pure as heaven~ 
a;n.d we refu.sed to conceal it or. put it avyay, but immeqiately conf~ssed 
H. to each other, and simultan~ously told it to those most intimately; 
concerned. 

1 

'Aga~n it. was asked by many: "Why not sacrifice it for th,e goo~ 
oJ: the cause 1" Our answer was: We woul~ willingly and gladlJi 
8.8tc.dfice. our love, and. our lives also, to the cause of good by going 
apart, had not the more difficult and trying task of remainipg together,. 
confessing t.h,e tru,th, a_nd bravely bearing tho consequence, been 
~~signed-·us. 
': · ~· 'SA.cRIYICE S,A.QRIFICED.-The burden of sacrifice was the Nemesis 
·of all religions until science came and dispelled it into its native 
lio'thingness, It was the favourite hobby of priests and charlatans, 
and ofte.n made the scapegoat of selfishness and dishonesty. Upon it 
were built the infamous tithing systems, which swelled the coffers o£ 
tlie ~churches and the commercial side of ecclesiasticism. It was the 
fl~g,ellation that met every tremb1ing penitent, from whom it d·ema.nded 
its .pound offle~h, for which · it gave in exchange its questionab~e 
merchandis~. -- No sooner has any good or desireable thing been 
ootained by a religious tea~her than the cry has goue up, "You shoulq 
sp..crifice it for the gopd of your cause." We do not worider tha~ the 
p~ople ~r~ losing faith in a God who as~s constant sacrifice of all his 
best ·gifts. Why does hE,~ give such noble gifts, if we. must forever 
sacrifice them? He does not; it is a base lie; born o£ ignorance, and 
helief in ~ God that afflicts his children. Knowing this, we felt 
impelled to demonstrate the substitution of obedience for sacrifice. 
Sacrifice was itself sacrificed in the Tragedy on Calvary.' 



The Coming c~hurch. 

'The church of the future will be without official staff, or code of 
discipline, spectacular ritual, or iron- bound creed, priestly ordination, 
or irresponsible tribunals, where: ex parte adjudication robs the indivi
dual of God-given rights without appeal. 

' The effort before referred to on the part of Christian Scientists 
to organize church societies, subservient to a central power, upon 
plans similar to the orthodox churches, is subject to the criticism that, 
while they are far in advance through their more spirjtual interpreta
tion of the Word, they are still preserving the same elements of con
fusion and disintegration that have characterised the elder experi
ments in church government, and will result in the same failure ; for 
it is a house built upon the sand of personality, whether disguised 
und~r the name of "individuality," "God's annointed," "chosen 
revelator," or "Apostolic succession." Truth carries no trade-mark, 
but is forever, and forever will be, common property. 

'It may be that in the evolution of spiritual economy, the chasm 
between the old and the new must be spanned by this partial com
promise with external methods, but they will pass a way, and in t.heir 
place will be raised a million altars to the true and living God. 
Every fireside will become a miniature church, and every member of 
the family a communicant. Beside home altars there shall be public 
temples of truth open every day and evening, where, whosoever wiU 
p1ay come, without. question as to name, place, faith, or condition. 
Those whose lives are sufficiently consecrated to minister at these. 
places will require no passport from the applicant.' 

· 'Under these roofs there shall be class-rooms, with teachers who 
~ive instruction in the science of religion, as well as a genera'! 
auditorium for public service, free meetin~s for inquirers, BibTe 
readings and lectures.' 
. 'The charge has frequen.tly been ~ade that Christian Science 
teachings bring trouble. into tbe home. While there is sometimes an 
~p.pearance of th.e truth of this assertion, qu.ite the opposite is tbe 
fact. There are thousands of homes in which the intensest forms of 
~eception were hiding their hydra heads when some member o'f the 
family, husband or wife, perhaps~ 'became interested in Christian 
Spience. From that moment a change became apparent in the home. 
T,he interested one has heard tbat deceptian in all its forms is one o.f 
~he chief causes of ~ickness, and beg(ns tq feel afraid to practise. it 
longer, lest a worst thing come upon her. She tells the simple truth, 
and it is such a new thing that it makes a little flll;tter, and this is 
what has caused the remark that it brings trouble in the homes. On 
~he contrary, . it begins to uncover and uproot long, deeply-bidden 
9ecep.tio1.1, which bas been the dry rot eating out the heart of the 
family, thm!lgh covered by luxu~ious externals.' . 
,· · 'Every life, .in jts· process of evolveme-nt, must pass through the 
~xperience described by " go sell all thou hast," or learn to give up 
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all, that you may possess all. When this is perfectly accomplished 
in a life, the conjugal mate, through a law unvarying as that of 
gravitation, will stand face to face with its other self. Absolute self
renunciation is the method, Divine marriage the accomplishment. 
"Behold, I show you an open door, and no man can shut it." Rev. iii. 8. 

'In conclusion we submit to you the foregoing statement, 
oppressed by its crude ahd unfinished character, iu the hope that 
sincere conviction and honest purpose will prove acceptable sub
stitutes for elegant diction and scholarly attributes, while our hearts 
quote the words of a great and good man who closed the language of 
one of the most historic papers ever written, with theee words: "And 
on this act I invoke the just judgment of all men, and the approval 
of Almighty God." 

A. BENTLY WoRTHINGToN, 

MARY BENTLY WoRTHINGTON.' 

AN OPEN LETTER. 
'I have not one dollar in the world which has been earned in 

Christian Science. On the contrary, I have worked almost day and 
night for four and one ha1f years, and I have put all I have earned 
back into the work, and almost six thousand dollars beside, given to 
me by friends who had confidence in my methods. 

'The International .Magazine, in which I am only part owner, my 
present husband having become interested therein, . has never pnid the 
expense of producing it. A very large number of its readers, having 
been unable to pay the subscription price, have had it sent them free 
or at half price, so that it has consumed over four thousand dollars of 
the six referred to. I know, however, that it has carried hope, hea.lth, 
and healing into many a home that would not have been reached other
wise, and I bless God I have been allowed this privilege. 

'In this connection I will also say, that the report that I have 
turned over money and securities of any kind or character to my 
present husband. or retained or possess any money or securities belong
ing to my former husband, is an absolute and unequivocal falsehood. 
On the contrary, I wish to state just as emphatically that my present 
husband is possessed of ample means to aid me in carrying forward 
our work, and but for this we should be seriously embarrassed in the 
execution of our plan. We hope and believe, however, that the 
present increased interest is real, and that no subscriber will permit 
us to carry an unnecessary burden. If you can afford it, you ought 
to help us by subscribing for those who are not able. 

' Some reference has been made to an insurance policy on my 
former husband's life. The facts are these: For twelve years I have 
paid the premiums on a policy for thirty-two hundred dollars on his 
life. I earned every dollar paid thereon, and own it as absolutely as 
my clothing. I am willing, however, to turn it over to anyone who 
will repay what it bas cost me. I do not at present possess over two· 
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hundred dollars that has not been a gift to me outside my family; nor 
do I wish to. If I should earn five dollars, or five millions, it would 
make no difference. I should do as I al \Yays have, put it all into the 
work and then feel I had ·but poorly paid for my prize, for, when 
Christian Science found me, I was in the deepest pessimism. I had no 
hope, no faith, no belief or understanding of spiritual things, no health, 
no joy. Despair for myself, and all the world, had taken possession of 
my mind, and my body. was held on a bed of racking pain, waiting
for what? I knew not, but prayed it might prove to be annihilation. 
Oh, the blessed rest of annihilation ! for I was weary unto death of 
the world and its ways . I had studied every religion, 'ism and 
'ology that promised help anrl heaven. I bad watched the lives and 
dealings of those calling themselves good orthodox Christians. I 
h:td turned from all their promises and deceptions heart-sick and 
faint, and cried, there is no God, we are all victims of blind fate; 
of a great relentless force; there is no absolute truth, there 
is no justice, and coniilcience is a matter of geography. Oh, 
for some power to end it all! But, what, whence, whither, 
where? At this awful juncture, when my eyesight was nearly 
gone, and my body too ill to be moved £rom my bed, a little 
woman came into my life and told me that my physical body was not 
me at all, that my body, instead of being my master, would become 
my servant when I understood more about the laws of mental action. 
She said all sickness came fl·om ignorance, and that wh·at we had been 
taught abought God sending us trials, etc., was all wrong, I was 
very incredulous, but willing to try anything, for I was driven to 
willingness by pain. I need not describe more. You all know some
wha.t of the wondrous power of mind over disease. Suffice it, I have 
been able to labour incessantly since, and 1 shall never ~ease until 
my hand drops and my voice is silenced, for I am assured that only 
through the science of religion can the .answer to the demand for 
happiness a.nd peace come. Theology is man's opinion. All religion 
is one.' 

'While Mary B. G. Eddy may sometimes have seemed severe with 
some' of us, I am convinced that but for her determined and oft 
repeated warnings, many, and I am not sure but all of us, because of 
our belief in materiality, would have fallen back into mind-cure, will
cure healing, instead of rising to the purely spiritual.' 

QUESTIONS. 
'.Among our many letters are the following questions which I 

will briefly answer: .. 
Question.-" Would you allow articles in your magazine against. 

· your position?" Answer.-N o; for the reason that" spiritual thing~ 
must ·be spiritually discerned." They are foolishne:-s to the carnal 
mind, which displays itself at every possible opportunity for contro
versy; intellect argues, spirit discerns. 
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Question.-" Poets have wr1tten and many ~elieve there are a 
hundred different persons in the world of whom any one would fit ua 
quite as handsomely as any other; is this so?" Answer.-In the 
realm of attraction this is probably true, but in Divine marriage this 
can never be so. There is one, and only one, who is your complement: 
And, best of all, "our own are seeking us." 

Question.-" Can we marry again without a divorce?" Answer.---: 
N o; marriage is not yourj first need, but more knowledge of truth 
and more consecration.' 

'To show you how much in earnest I am, I will tell you what 
Gccurred just before our mar-riage. My husband said to me : ''You 
must not take this step without coneidering the worst that could 
follow; would you do it if you knew that you wou1d be obliged to go 
to court and thence to prison?" I answered "Yes." "Would you 
do it if you knew the going to prison would cost you your life ? '' I 
said ,; Yes." ' 

'Dear students, your work is slow and your success is mediocre, 
because your minds are in bondage. You approach people in a half 
apologetic, half ashamed manner, and coax them to listen or to be · 
healed, or to allow you to serve them m some way. This is not the 
best way, You are leaning too much upon yourselves and too little 
upon the power of the Truth, which is trying to speak through you: 
I£ you would trust it, and stand up and preach it without fear or 
favour, you would have more work-more than you could attend to: 
Your hearts are filled with pride and self, and the little carneY. 
reserved for Truth is so small it won't hold enough to attract many t0 
your words. You are afraid to have your acquaintances he :r about 
the Science unless it can come thr0ugh some refined, educated, well 
uressed person, with charming manners and a spotless reputation.' 

Dear students and Scientists, I want you to study very carefullf 
ohr Statement, for in it you will find the Bible statement of true 
marriage and the onlJ one you will ever find compatible with Christian 
Science. I know all about how scared you are, how full of fear lef:lt 
.our whole cause fall into disrepute. 'l'his, again, you _see, i's a lack of 
·confidence in the ability of 'l'ruth to take care of her·self. Now, 
-students, the first thing for you to du is to study an~ satisfy jour:
selves whether our Statemenbsfrom and in Truth . If it is, you must 
fight for it, if not, you must bold-ly stand against it until the scales 
fall from your eyes through the e:ffort yo11 will make to put it down. 
-~o , all who have judged harshly, or hastily, I cesire to say, forget it, 
-as I have done. The situation has been excep'tionaJly trying and 
severe, because the furnace was heated with . the fuel -of ~'_ free-:love/' 
H a~nities," etc. ~ow that you know the Truth, 1t._ .s.hall ,ma.ke you 
'free. If you approv~ my course, I s·end you love; if you disapproV'e, 
love, still, which will burn away all error and hate.' ·· : · · · · 

MAnY BENTLY Wo~TB'rNGT'oN. :: ~ 
' 't' ' I ; ~ •• 
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Psychology, Animal Magnetism, Mesmerism, Hypnotism. 
A SHORT ADDRESS TO STUDENTS BY MRS. WORTHINGTON. 

'A LITTLE book called ":Mesmer and Sweden borg," published near
ly fifty years ago, startled the world ~ith the seeming ciscovery of a 
modern philosophy that was, in fact, nothing more than ancient 
psychology in a new form. This little book proved a new light on the 
hidden path of occult studies, and led to authentic exposition of 
mental law, and the development of exact psychology and practical 
metaphysics. The usual period of inaction seemed to follow this 
publication until Truth, forcing the issue with ignorance and error, 
<lemonstrated through such minds as Charcot, Binet and Fere that 
Mesmerism or animal magnetism actually existed, as counterfeit of 
spiritual Truth. 

From the mendacity of the charlatan, this subject has been 
rescued, and made to contribute to scientific experiment and demon
-stration, where the resulting phenomena must be above suspicion! 

The last decade has added every link in the chain of proof, until 
the whole subject is capable of absolute demonstration in this realm. 
The transfusion of thought and ser1sation, the transmission of volition 
under special conditions, the enormous exaggeration of the senses and 
the increased power of memory, while the subject is hypnotised, the 
outward and the hidden conditions of the conscious and the un
.conscious personality, the in numerable illusions, as well- as the almost 
mllimited subjectiveness of the person intl.uenced, have all been 
accomplished beyond diE!pute. While in this state we know that 
apples become potatoes to the taste, and potatoes are apples. Absent 
people appear to be present and people very near are invisible. The 
mind is ind1:1striously filling space with its imagery, all induced by 
the action of one miud upon another, often continuing after the sub
ject has awakened apparently from the influence, through indefinite 
.periods of time. In 011e case Charcot told his subject, "When you 
awake you will not be able to see, hear, or know Mr.--- who is 
·11ow here,. After waking, this subject saw everyone else except the 
bne named, did not hear that per~on when he spoke to him and could 
~10t feel his hand on his shoulder. Another was ·shown a bottle on a 
table-the bottle removed-and the subject told it was still there. 
On awaking, the subject declared he saw the bottle, and ins :sted that it 
was palpable to ·his touch. These are not isolated, selected cases of 

:.peculiarly co·nstituted people, but examples of what all may undergo. 
Jt is universal iB its application, so that the real may become unrea~., 
-an:d vice versa to . all appearance. Empty imaginations beeom~e 
actualities inhabiting space, with shape, taste and weight-in short;; 
fully material as the world knows it, arid during absolutely so-called 
n.ormal conditions. Time does not limit· their fancies, they may 
e~:tend over years.' 
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'I am not a physician, and yet I entertain myself and friends 
with mesmerism; and I submit that the proclamation of Dr. Charcot, 
from his chair in the Saltpetriere, Paris, that every laic mesmeriser 
ought to be prohibited by law from " meddling with this dangerous 
power," is somewhat cooler than Nova Zembla., in view of the fact that 
a great layman, Mesmer, first brought it to the attention of mankind, 
and was booted, derided, persecuted, robbed, and driven into exile and 
poverty by the bigoted guild of which Dr. Charcot is so illustrious 
a member. This is a prohibition that will not prohibit. 

One evening at a reception, a curious thing happened. I trans
ported a young man and two ladies to Paris on the magic carpet, and 
left them e"Q.joying and commenting on the pictures in the Louvre 
while I turned aside to superintend a personation of the President by 
another. When I returned to the tourists they had absolutely for
gotten me, and I could not in any way make my presence known to 
them. They did not see my face or hear my voice, but continued 
their absorbed enjoyment of the great r1rt galleries. I was compelled 
to unmesmerize them and start aga.in from the beginning. 
· This same you11g man proved an expert penman. I :fi.led out a 
check on the Lincoln Bank of New York City with the sum of 
$100,000, and then, producing a genuine signature of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, I induced him to imitate it with great accuracy in a signa
ture at the bottom of the check, my arrangement with him being that 
he should have one half of it when collected. I suggested that I would 
collect it and then rejoin him; but he was too shrewd and :mspicious 
for that, and insisted on accompanying me to the imaginary bank, 
informing me with more than the unction of Sa,irey Gamp, that he 
would ''knock my head off" if I did not "divvy square." I do not 
see why a depredating mesmerist might not thus mak(~ use of an 
innocent accessory to complete a felony. 

At another reception I was rn ore successful in the matter of bur
glary. I made private arrangements beforehand with a neighbour, 
half a block off, who concealed a plethoric pocket-book in a bureau 
drawer upstairs, then locked the bureau, the room and the house, and 
brought me the three keys. When I had mesmerized my agent I told 
him he was the famous robber, Dick Turpin, and that I had a job for 
him. I called his attention to the fact that he was on the earth and 
must look out where he stepped. I told him where the house was, and 
described it minutely. I made a diagram of the interior, of the stairs~ 
the room and the bureau, gave him the keys, and introduced to him a 
"pal" who would keep watch. He asked if there were any dogs. I 
reassured him on this point, gave him an imaginary revolver~ and 
started him off. I requested some gentlemen to · fo1low him, to see 
that no harm befe1l him, among whom were General Greely, Senator 
Kenna. and W. E . Curtis, the well known journalist. 

He went to the house, skirmished slyly about it, and finally un~ 
locked the door, groped his way up the front stairs, unlocked the room 
and the bureau and got the wallet. Then he begari to exceed his in~ 
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structions by plundering the house * * * He came in noiselessly, 
but with triumphant air, and demar.ded three-quarters of the spoil, 
which I gave him on the spot-at least to his satisfaction. He left the 
bureau open, but locked the doors, on leaving. On being restored to 
himself, be knew nothing of the adventure. 

So it seems obvious to me that burglaries at a little distance, can 
be committed under the most favourable circumstances by the employ
ment of an innocent agent, who is quite unconscious of any violation 
of law or of equity. There are strict limitations to this power of 
vicarious crime, but the possibility that it may occur should be enough 
to excite the solicitude of neurologists on the one hand, and the 
attention of jurists on the other.' 

Sexless, Sexual, Bi-Sexual . 

.A. SHORT ADDRESS TO STUDENTS BY MRS. WORTHINGTON. 

'Religious ecstasy and devotion have forever vacillated between 
the sexual and the sexless conception of their ultimate, w bile nature, 
sexual itself, has witnessed man's development as bi-sexual. The unit 
of the race has ceased to be the individual homo, and the sexes now 
antithesize each other. "All that man is, woman is not, and all that 
woman is, man is not." When disturbing causes are removed, each 
in fulfilment of the divine law must answer the want created by this 
antithesis. 

True morality is not found where the sexual principle in the ab
stract is found, but exists alone in recognition of the bi-sexual prin
ciple. Polygamy arid Polyandry are immoral because they violate the 
bi-sexual. As conditions in the evolvement of man, they represent a 
half-way station between promiscuity and monogamy in the transition 
to conjugality. The mere ceremony of our marriage of to-day is the 
legal binding of discordant opposites. The immorality of the relation 
is one step above polygamy in law but not in morals. 

Partial truths to which we are confined tbr0ugh fear of vil)lating 
established proprieties prevent as full an exposition as we could desire, 
and may lead to inferential error. 
. One class of theorists claim that man in his final condition will 

be neither sexual nor bi-sexual, but sexless, for which they seek the 
dogma of celibacy. We remember an ancient picture of such a mon
astic heaven where bleak nothinglJess answered inane idiocy. 

Other equally earnest advocates have touched the opposite extreme 
and contended that the regenerate were to combine in one vast 
general intercourse. These positions are equally untenable and with
out foundation other than in speculative invention. The Harmonists, 
Behman and Swedenborg, furnished attractive thought on either side 
of the issue, while such recent authors as Mrs. Browning and Eliza.: 
beth Stuart Phelps, have drawn inspiration for fervid writings from 
this great latent truth. The whole subject has gathered force and 
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:r;tew impetus ·all ove1" the world, through the " ·Statement" mad~ in 
the July Inte1·ncdional by us. The thought had waned and paled in 
the dull custom of married life, as accepted, which had proved to be 
a flower-garden that terminated in a pest-house; commencing with a 
promise, which outweighed the riches of imagination, and ending in a 
fulfilment that was the grave of hope. 
- Contemplation by philanthropist and philosopher had brought 
them shoulder to shoulder with the victim of its oppression, together 
with a partnership in belief, that the coil of deformity, the monster 
puzzle of all races and conditions, confronted them and defied solution.-

The rules laid down for the demonstration of divine marriage, in 
our "Statement," referred to, will become the text-book and guide of 
all students of this thought, through which the spiritual discernment 
of the pure in heart shall see God, in His relation to the question of 
sex. The death-sleep which has locked its mystery is broken by the 
divine touch, and the rock upon which so many religions have been 
wrecked, has proved to be the ''stone which the builders rejected and 
has become the head of the corner." Dear readers, you cannot study . 
our "Statement" of divine marriage and its method of attainment 
too long or often. You will all be able, sooner or later, to enter the 
spiritual world (which is a state, not location) alone; but no one can 
ever enter the celestial world without the conjugal mate. 

The natural man is a polygamist. The spiritual man is a mono
gamist. The celestial man is the Two in One.' 

(Parts of this address are so obscene and positively immoral that we feU 
bound to omit them.-J. H.) 

.After t he B attle. 
BY MRS. WORTHINGTON. 

'After the smoke of _the battle bas lifted, the customary truce 
for the burial of the dead, and care for the wounded, the repairing of 
lines, and estimate of loss and damage, brii'lgs us to 'the consideration 
of the esprit and moral. This condition is suggested by the effect 
~he " late departure " has produced a.mong the Uhrist.ian Scientists. 
The whole gamut of :rnger, malice, doubt, dismay, and demoraliz_ation 
has been run, from the high-pitched treble uf the ·shrewish, would-be 
9ictator, fu1l of pedantic verbosity and selfish platitude, all the way 
qown to the deep sub-bass of unmitigated lust, th~t hides itself under 
the lowest expression known--,:-anon.ymous letters. . 

During all this time the principle of Christian Scienc~ has stoo4 
silent witness to acts and utterances on the part of tho~e who ·ch~,imed 
~er fa~r and hC?ly name, which ,should ml:).ke them hide their beads fo~ 
very shame. They have lifted anew the serpent of ~rror upon the 
pole, and fallen prostrate before its claim to power. They 4~tve, s~ 
far .as they ~re ~ndividually concerned, silcn~d the sti~l~ small voie~ 
of Truth, "Lo, I am with you always." God the .good is ~11, a:qd, 
there is naught beside, and in its stead, bav~ raised the ·cry., "Wo·e .is 
me! Truth has fallen! " 



One says, "Personality has oversba.dowed Principle ! " " We 
have become a reproach to our neighbors, a scorn, :1 derision to those 
that are around about us ! " • 

Another : ".Y O"Q. are held by an iron chain of mesmerism ! " 
_ Readers~ does the qqotation above; "You arP. held by an iron 
.ch~in of mesmerism," suggest th flt the writer recognizes the _power of 
~the "good only," or is she E~u:fferipg from a belief in two powers_, 
'good, and mesmerism? 
--·: · Again, listen to this infant: " Y au have received charitable con.: 

'sideration beyond all you had :1 right to expect ! We feel a just and 
righteous indignation ! you must be quiet; we who are earnest, 
sinc~re workers for the Truth that indeed frees from morta:l vanity, 
excitement and . pasSiOfl demand that you rio longer put forth your 
' statements ! '" 

The placid self-righteousness of the above command and pronun":' 
ciamento to one, whose right hand was unlocking the myst!3rie~ 
through which she entered the .sacred precincts of the Holy of Holies, 
w,hile her left was teaching the alphabet of Christian Science to this 
swaddling, suggests a pity that must avoid comment. 

" Evil hath come upon us, and usurped one of our holy places ! 
An apparent child of, GQd is in reality a scpundrel and villain, aJ;ld 
represents within hims~l£ the one place outside God's presence and 
power, furnishing the single illustration of an error that cannot and 
shall not be erased-denied!"-

Think -a . moment. :Q9es ma,tter suffer? No ! Does Immortal 
~ind : s1,1:!1er ? ~q! If t}len there is an appearance of su:fferin_g1 
what suffers? Mort;:tl mind! What is mortal mind? An appearance 
composed wholly of beliefs. Does matter sin? No! Does Immortal 
Mind . sin ? N d ! If then there IS an appearance of sin, who sins? 
Mortal ·mind. ~ Wha~ is mortal mind? An appearance composed 
wholly of beliefs. ~ow sh:~1l we free ourselves from these false 
beliefs'? Deny t!utir pre~ence and reality, and affirm their opposites. 
There bas never been given any other way. 

All 'this re~inds us of unh~ppy childhood lying prone upon its 
fac~. with C~<?S~~ eyes_ aJ]d :fists, th~ piQture of screaming impote_ncy. -

Are we children o£ God or victims of error, disciples o£ a Prin-
ciple or advocates of a theory ; is Christian Science a pleasure-yacht 
-for' 'inland lakes, neath sunny skies,_ or a stout craft for ocean storms; 
is_ you! il?-divid'!lality' f<_>~n<;led in God or personality, are you eating of 
the. bread of life~spirit-or are you starvin,g on the husks of 
materiality and -respectability ? Whateve.r you are doing, remember 
Truth stands -in- the -arena f~ir the destruction of error, from whence 
she calls tbe centuries t:hat have witnessed the conflict, to bear testi
mony to her final triumph! The law is the same as in the beginning! 
It is the pledge of God fo the race! Detraction cannot weaken it! 
Calumny cannbt stay it ; the fiat. has gone _forth , and Phamix-like, 
sh_e rises from the. flame of this crucible to multiply the unit of her 
followers now; by the thous:1nds of the future.' 
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Special Concluding Note by Rev. John , Hosking. 

A. B. \1\lorthington came to Christchurch in January, r8gD. 
He said that he came from London where he had tried to start a 
cause, but could not succeed. He left America, it appears, towards 
the end of r88g, and travelled in different parts until he settled in 
this City of Christchurch. It is claimed by some that he came 
to Christchurch from Melbourne; but that seems very unlikely. 
The probability is that he came to Christchurch from America via 
London. 
. When he came first to this city he represented himself to some 
of our citizens as a very poor man. He even needed the necessaries 
of life. He commenced lecturing in the Oddfellows' Hall, and 
there was the ordinary collection. His lectures ·were considered by 
some at that time to be somewhat advanced, but very few paid any 
heed. He then started a private class, to teach metaphysics, mind
cure, and so on. A few joined. The charges were moderate at 
first. 

He then issued cards stating that if you are sick, or in trouble, 
or have any special perplexities, you must go to him and he will 
treat you. Several went to him, and were infatuated with the 
novelty of his appearance and teaching. 

His next move was to have socials at the Oddfellows' Hall ori 
Sunday evenings, giving people tea, coffee, cake, &c. This, of 
course, drew a large number. At last he devised a scheme of 
erecting a temple wherein to hold his meetings. Several of the 
citizens advanced him sums of money on the debenture system, 
and mimy of them put themselves to great inconvenience financially 
to erect the structure. After the temple was duly erected, he 
wanted a house to live in. Money for this also was forthcoming, 
until he had a most magnificent residence. Then he wanted a 
social hall. This was also erected. Now there are three most 
imposing structures, well furnished throughout, at a cost of 
several thousands of pounds. Some rumours were freely circulated, 
as to the conduct of the two individuals, which arose from the dis:" 
covery of an article in the Australasian, found on page r. Mar:ty 
were trying to find out what would be the ultimatum of his teaching 
.::......-what he was driving at. He gave a lecture to men only, and 
printed it, which quickly put some people's minds to rest on this, 
It wa 'S found that he enjoined celibacy and continence, that man 
may be immortal in the flesh, that he may overcome sickness, 
poverty, and even death itself. As a result of his teaching on the 
marriage question, many homes have been broken up, husbands 
and wives have separated, fathers and mothers have turned against 
their children, and children against their parents, and free-love 
takes. the place of honour and fidelity to the marriage vow. All the 
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teaching leads up to this climax-free-lave. We undertook the 
task of investigating the whole case, with the result that we got full 
information frbrn America which we have issued, 

Then the question crops up : is the Worthington in Christ
church the same Worthington to whom the American papers refer? 
We answer, yes. Because (1) The description of the man as sent 
us from America answers exactly to the man Worthington in 
Christchurch. 

(2) The American papers say that Mr. and Mrs. Worthington 
took two children with them, named respectively Paul and Pearl. 
The two children living with Mr. and Mrs. Worthington in Christ
church are called Paul and Pearl. 

(3) The American Papers say that Mrs. Worthington alias 
Plunkett, separated from her legal husband, John J. Plunkett, and 
joined in free marriage to Mr. Worthington. The · Worthingtons 
of Christchurch teach this conjugal marriage and have advised 
some husbands to leave their wives, and some wives to leave their 
·husbands. Thus the conduct is confirmed by the teaching. 

We are now in communication with the American parties, and 
the probability is that Mrs Ward, or one of the seven wives not 
legally divorced, will be jn Christchurch in due time, and sue the 
male member of the firm of teachers of the Students of Truth for 
bigamy and desertion. We advise all those people who have any 
money in the firm to get it back before this crisis comes. 

I hereby challenge A. B. Worthington to prove that he is not 
the man to whom all these things apply. If he has any manliness 
in him, and is an innocent man, he would accept this challenge~ 
Until he does so I shall hold him at the bar of the public opinion of 
this city as an unfit representative of any teaching tending to 
purity of morals. " But he has reformed," say some; "he is 
living a good life now." I reply emphatically, No. A man cannot 
live a good and pure life· whilst be is living with another man's wife 
in opposition to the laws of the Bible. Not only so, but he 
defends his action in leaving seven wives, and living with the eighth 
in defiance of the laws of morality. He tells the people of Christ
church that he is perfect; that they must follow in his footsteps. 
If it is right for him to take Mrs. Plunkett (alias Worthington) from 
her legal husband, and live with her, and if the Students of Truth 
regard him as a worthy exemplar to follow, what guarantee have 
we that the Students will not be practising the same teaching on 
the marriage question as VVorthington practises and defends ? 

Again, can Worthington be living a just and honourable life 
under a false name? His name is Crawford. Why does he change 
it ? Again, has vVorthington made due restitution to the people 
whose lives he has embittered? . Has he paid back the large sums 
he has swindled from one and another ? He came to Christchurch 
with scarcely a pound to bless himself with. He is now rolling in 
luxury at the expense of some of the Christchurch dupes who have 
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given him large sums of money. If I were asked to describe 
the teaching of Worthington in two words I would say it is 
"Religious Humbug. One of the professors in Harvard Univer
sity was a great bugologist. He had all sorts of bugs the world 
ever saw, in frames, and he studied bugology until he knew all 
about it, and had thousands of different sorts of bugs. And the 
mischievous students took the legs of one bug and the body of 
another, and the wings of another, and put them all together, just 
like nature puts them together, and carried the bug into the old 
professor, with his thick glasses on, and laid it on the table, and 
·said:-' Professor, what sort of a bug is that?' The old professor 
looked at it, and turned it round, and looked at it again, and said 
he, 'Gentlemen, this is a humbug.' And this is just what we mean 
by religious humbug." He hashes up the old heathen mythologies1 

mixing them with modern scepticism, puts in a bit of truth along~ 
side with misenible counterfeits. He opens his sails to the breezes 
·and gives his followers anything that they like. No Devil, no sin, 
no hell, no Heaven, no ·God, no Christ ! You are Christ; you, dear . 
people, are good; you are in heaven now. Give me your money, 
that's all I want of you dear people. I think, now, that I have done 
my duty. I have thrashed this matter out at considerable expense 
to myself. I have borne patiently the taunts, sneers, and lying 
misrepresentations of the Students of Truth. I have warned the 
people against this gigantic fraud by word and pen. The Christ
church . public papers have failed to expos~ the affair. They 
have all6wed this· huge swindle to develop into immense propor
tions. My thanks are due to some of tbe ministers of Christchurch, 
who have helped me by their timely advice and cheering words. 
My thanks are due to the people of my own church who have borne 
patiently with me in lecturing against Worthington's teaching. 
And now, if the people of Christchurch wilf be deceived, they can
not say they have not received due warning. If I allowed this 
matt~r to go on, having all the information that I have in my pos
session, and declined to make it known, then the very same people 
who have abused me now, would, after finding out the fraud, have 
called me a coward; and rightly too, because they would say~ 
"Hosking knew all about it, and was afraid to make it known." 
But they cannot say that. I now ask that the Christian community 
make this pamphlet as widely known as possible, in order to pre
vent the teaching from taking root in other parts of this Colony. 

Orders for any of my pamphlets must be sent to my address-

. 26, Durham Street, Christchurch, N .z. 
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