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PEE FACE.

Some thoughts are like children—the mind that con

ceives them must bring them forth or perish. This, the

fact that the writer's mind was burdened with the mes

sage contained in these pages, is the prime reason why
this little book is written. The main purpose of the book
is to show, from observed fact and necessary reason,

the existence and reality of spiritual intelligence apart
from matter.

As to whether we have succeeded in this or not the

book must speak for itself. On this point the first

chapter tells the story. Beyond this we have on the

same basis attempted to examine the functions and scope

of spirit, and the relations of the present life to the life
beyond, having ascertained the reality of spirit and a

future life before indulging in speculations about them.

There are many who hold our main conclusions to be

true, at least so far as man is concerned, resting their
assurance on a basis of faith alone ; many other minds

are not able to rest with confidence on an assurance of

immortality which is based on faith, and, lacking con

vincing reasons to found it on, the majority of these are

without any such assurance.

The first class, perhaps, if their assurance is wholly
sufficient and satisfactory to themselves, do not for their
own sakes need such an argument as this, though possibly
it might be of value to them in their associations with
others to know that the truths they believe may be

reached by a path which they have not been accustomed
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to follow. Of the second class, some who have adopted
and confirmed themselves in the materialistic view will
read our argument, and, doubtless, remain unconvinced ;

but some, let us hope, will find in this train of thought
the assurance beyond all value which the writer has

found in it for himself. If so, our work is not in vain.

In considering the hereafter, and the relations of the

present life to the life beyond on the basis of reason and

not of faith, let no one think we are attacking the relig
ion that he holds sacred. We are attacking no one's

religion ; we would not willingly shake the faith of any
one who has a religious faith on which he rests with
confidence and satisfaction ; we would strengthen it

, if

possible, so far as it gives him assurance of what is true.

Let such hold their faith ; they should regard with satis

faction the fact that we reach some of the same conclu

sions that they hold to be true, though we reach them

by a road that they have not travelled.

Perhaps they do not need our work, but we have done

what we could for those— and there are many such —

who cannot rest in faith, but for whom reason must be

the final arbiter of truth. For them we have worked
out as we could a rationalist's faith.

October 1
, 1887.
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THE MISSING SENSE.

CHAPTER I.

THE UNSEEN UNIVERSE.

Thinkers are naturally divided into two great schools,
materialists and spiritualists.

Between these schools of thought there is a great ques

tion at issue.

Scientific research, the loyal and faithful study of facts,

is the method by which both schools should seek the

truth, which is the reality underlying, determining, and

causing all appearances.
The materialist is rather prone to write and speak as if

his school of thought were pre-eminently scientific, as

if all others were prejudiced by the influence of an effete

theology and so bound in the trammels of moribund
creeds that they are incapable of considering facts with
clearness of mind, and interpreting them correctly at

their proper value in revealing the uncolored truth.
Yet the tendency of scientific research of late years is

far from being all in the direction of materialism.

Among the deepest students of nature, including some

of the world's most eminent chemists and physicists,
astronomers, spectroscopists, and philosophers, the idea

has grown from a suspicion almost to a conviction that

the elementary forms of matter as known to chemistry
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are in reality compounds. By the aid of the spectroscope
iron has been seen to decompose, in the sun, into two or

more constituents judged to resemble hydrogen gas more

nearly than any other ponderable substance with which
we are acquainted. Similar spectroscopic evidence, both

in the sun and by the aid of the electric arc, points to a

similar constitution in the case of many other elements.

From these, and other indications derived from the rela

tions of their atomic weights, it has become probable,

though not proved, that nearly all the elements are com

pound, hydrogen being the most probable exception. If
this is true it means that the elements are really fewer
than those known to chemistry, and that the forms which

they take as they approach simplicity are more and more

intangible, imponderable, and invisible.
Sir William Thomson, perhaps one of the profoundest

students of nature living, and one who in the application
of mathematics to the solution of the deepest problems
of science certainly has no known equal, has put forth a

theory of the ultimate constitution of matter, in which
he assumes that the material atoms consist of vortex

rings in the universal ether, inconceivably small but simi

lar to the rings which smokers take pleasure in puffing
from their lips, and which also may often be seen escap

ing from the smoke-stack of a motionless but puffing
locomotive.

Such rings are formed in air and gases by friction

against the edges of the opening from which they escape,

but in a perfect fluid there could be no friction, and in

such a fluid Sir William Thomson has mathematically
demonstrated that no material agency could ever create

such rings, and that, if once existing, no material agency
could destroy them, but they would exist forever. Fur
ther than this, he has shown by experiments with such
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rings in still-air boxes and by mathematical corrections

to fit them to the perfect fluid assumed, that such rings,
in the few cases that could be used in comparison, actu

ally would and do behave toward each other as the atoms

of matter do.

This is but a theory ; however, together with the in
dications of the compound nature of the elements, it does

go to show that the tendencies of scientific research

point toward the conclusion that matter as known to

chemistry and physics is but a modified form of the uni
versal ether. If, in the light of increasing knowledge, this

proves true, which the science of the day pronounces

probable, then matter is made of ether, and the power

that made it can reduce it to ether again ; and though
the evidence of this yet falls short of a demonstration,

nevertheless it is the best light that science has to offer

on the subject of the ultimate constitution of matter.

This is to say that the best indications of physical science

point to the conclusion that " the things which are seen

are temporal, but the things which are not seen are

eternal." Neither is the truth of this conclusion de

pendent on the compound nature of the elements —that is
,

on whether there are intermediate forms or not between

those in which they are known to chemistry and the

ether, for, of those who have searched into their nature

most closely, some of the most eminent have said that

the atoms, whether simple or compound, bear very much

the marks of manufactured articles.

This universal ether, What is it ? Invisible, impon

derable, intangible, as spirit itself, our senses do not put
us in any relation with it

,

and we cannot even guess its

possibilities. Only indirectly by the aid of the most spir
itual of our senses, sight, are we aware of its existence.

We can study the qualities of light, and when we become
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aware that light is a tremor, and we study the character

of its pulsations, the reason perceives the necessary exist

ence of the substance that trembles, the medium that

transmits this tremor through space to us. Otherwise the

existence of the ether would never be suspected.
That this ether can thrill with such a tremor is a slight

revelation of its nature. From these short, sharp, and

inconceivably quick pulsations, and from the fact that

their motion is across and not along the line of the ray,
we know that this ether tills space full as no form of mat

ter fills it. Matter is more or less dense, but in no form
so dense that it could not be denser. There are spaces

between the molecules of matter, but there is no such

space unoccupied in the substance of the ether, or vastly
less if any. Some of our hardest solids, as tempered
steel, are capable of vibrating in a similar manner to the

ether, but judged by this characteristic, the ether is

vastly harder, solider, and denser than the hardest solid

we know. It is
,

however, the lack of the qualities of

matter, rather than the qualities which it manifests, that

makes the ether so incomprehensible to us. All matter

offers resistance to pressure and requires force to put it

in motion or to cause motion of another substance in it.

But the ether offers no resistance. Even in the case of

a comet, which may be so light that its weight bears no

measurable relation to that of the lightest of planetary

bodies, and which is moving through the ether with a

velocity greater than that of any planet, there is no evi

dence of any resistance to its motion by the ether through

which it moves. The retardation which has been ob

served in such casea is sufficiently accounted for by the

comet's proximity to other bodies, or its actual contact

with material substances. The ether behaves toward

matter as if matter had no existence. Matter does not
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seem to exclude the ether from the space which it occu

pies ; we cannot in any way make an ether vacuum either

partial or complete, and in solids so constituted that they
are transparent, the vibrations of light in their substance

bespeak the presence of the ether there as if the matter

were -absent. Reciprocally matter in motion goes about

its business as if the ether had no existence. Ether and

matter seem to bear no discoverable relation to each

other.

All matter has weight. It is by this quality that we

estimate its quantity, even in the most delicate researches

of chemistry. We cannot know whether the ether has

weight or not, because, as we cannot isolate any portion of

it
,

nor shut it out from any space, nor change the density
of any part of it

,
it must support its own pressure every

where perfectly in every direction. However, since the

ether fills all space, and space can have no boundaries, it-

can have no centre of gravity, and, therefore, presumably
no weight. Or, from another point of view, it is as if
every assignable place were its exact centre of gravity, and

gravitation must therefore in that place act equally in all
directions whence as before there could be no weight.
Another consideration, however, makes it seem almost

certain - that gravitation is not a property of the ether,

even if we could isolate a portion of it and its mass were

finite—that is
,

that if it were, then the weight of the

planets and stars would be blended with that of the ether,
and their gravity could not act upon each other as it does

directly as the mass and inversely as the square of the

distance, as if the ether did not exist. But this is pure
- speculation. Our senses do not put us in relation to the

ether, do not allow us to examine it
,

nevertheless its ex

istence is not in any sense doubtful, it is real, and we are

sure of it.
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Let it be noticed here that in all matters of external

observation our knowledge comes to us through the

senses, and that there are three elements involved in
the reality and truthfulness of the knowledge so acquired.

First, there are properties or qualities of something ex

ternal to ourselves, of which we become aware ; second,

there is an adaptation of our physical constitution to per
ceive these qualities, which adaptation is the sense ; third,
there is an intelligence within, which receives and takes

notice of what the senses communicate. The reality of
the external qualities, or of the substance to which they

pertain, is in no way dependent on the intelligence that

perceives them, certainly not on the physical adaptation
of man's body to perceive these qualities. The sense is

the bridge which connects us with what is external to

us. We receive the knowledge that our senses stand

ready to convey to us only as we direct our intelligent at

tention to the senses which are to communicate it.

We often gaze absently out on the world and are not

fur the time aware of the picture which the light is

painting on our retina ; under the excitement of battle

the soldier may be wounded without knowing when the

wound is received. We are aware of but very few of
the innumerable audible sounds which reach our ears.

Without the attention, our senses are like the telegraph-
wires clicking away their message when the receiving

operator is absent, we are none the wiser for the im-
' pressions they convey. The amount of knowledge our

senses may give us depends quite as much on the degree

of trained intelligent attention which we give to their

messages as on the fineness and perfection of the senses

themselves, but without the existence of the senses the

attention could perceive nothing.
Scientific knowledge has greatly increased of late years
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in regard to external realities which our senses are adapt

ed to perceive, but as we have observed, these realities

would exist the same if our senses had not been adapted
to perceive them, and science has, in the ether, found
one reality that has no qualities to which our senses are

adapted, except the one quality of transmitting the vi
brations of light.

There are other realities which, like the ether, our
senses do not put us in relation with. Some of them are

of the greatest importance, and intimately near to us.

Here and there we can touch them in some second-

handed way. Something that comes to our understand

ing implies their reality. Some truth could not be true

and they not be real. Yet because our senses cannot

grasp them, because we cannot manipulate, bottle up,

weigh, and examine their substance, the school of ma

terialists denies their existence.

Ever since the American Revolution the story has

been current that when Major Andre was tried as a spy
before General Washington's court-martial, his sister in

England saw or became aware of that trial in a dream.

We are told that she described the court-room, its furni

ture, its occupants, and their positions to her companions,
at the time the trial was in progress, with as much mi

nuteness and accuracy as would have been possible if she

had been bodily present there. All this, weeks before
the slow-sailing vessels, the only means of communica
tion across the ocean at the time, could bring her the
news which proved the vision true. The late Professor
Joseph Haven, of Amherst, and afterward of Chicago,
has referred to this story in his text-book on Mental
Philosophy, remarking, however, that he knows not on
how good authority it rests. It belongs to a class of
phenomena rare enough to cause remark and to excite
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wonder, but common enough for very many, perhaps
most people, to be aware of instances the authenticity
of which they do not doubt. "When anything of this

kind occurs the motive does not usually exist to lead to

its immediate publication, but it is usually spoken of
quietly to intimate friends. If sufficiently remarkable

to serve a purpose, it may long afterward be alluded to

by other persons in print, having passed through a tradi

tional period first. If there were no other instances

known of similar facts, the suspicion might be justified
that it was a creation of fancy, but as it is

,

being an in
stance of a class of phenomena whose reality is well
known, the story is worthy of credence.

An example of similar unexplained consciousness of

things at a distance has come to the writer's knowledge
at second hand only through a perfectly trustworthy
channel. This is of a sea-captain's wife, whose con

sciousness followed her husband in his ship all over the

earth and made her very frequently aware of his condi

tion and occupation. An instance of this which occurred

while her husband was at home will make the nature of
this communication as plain, perhaps, as anything could.

The captain had excused himself and remained at home

one Sunday while his wife went to church. During the

service, while she was resting her head on the back of the

next pew, she became aware that her husband was nib

bing something with his hand. She did not know what

it was, but when she reached home she questioned him

and found that he had been polishing a sea-bean. The

fact that he was doing this slyly, the act at that time

being contrary to his wife's notions of propriety, seemed

to be the cause of its impressing her consciousness.

For another instance of this kind of consciousness of

things distant, and of which I am at liberty to state the
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evidence to establish its truth, I am indebted to Profes
sor R. C. Davis, Librarian of Michigan University, who

learned of the fact while on a visit to the New England
seaboard during the summer of 1886. Professor Davis

having written to his informant, Captain George Fisher,
of Osterville, Barnstable County, Mass., for the particu

lars, received the following :

" On November 13th, 1837, while in the Indian

Ocean, whaling, in latitude 33° 12' south, longitude 73°

east, on board the bark Malay, of Salem, Captain Ed
ward Barnard, of Nantucket, master, George Fisher,

third mate, fell from the main top-gallant yard and

struck in the larboard quarter boat, falling sixty-six
feet. His mother, Abbie Fisher, of Nantucket, in a

dream saw him fall and gave a cry in her sleep. His
father said to her ' What is the matter ?' waking her,

and she said,
'

George has just had a fall.' She set it

down in the old Farmers' Almanac—Robert B. Thomas'
Almanac —and it proved to be just the same date or time

that he fell. George Fishek."

The George Fisher who is authority for this story is

the same man who fell from the main top-gallant yard
in the middle of the Indian Ocean in 1837, and Profes
sor Davis vouches for his trustworthiness, and that he has

the records mentioned. Professor Davis first became

aware of this incident in a conversation with Captain
Fisher in regard to the custom which had prevailed in
his family for several generations, of noting down in the

almanac mentioned anything which they wished to keep
on record, or which, at the time of its occurrence, seemed

to them remarkable. Captain Fisher said that he had

these almanacs on file from near the beginning of the

present century, and mentioned one entry as curious, it






































































































































































