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T\tVO VVOI{LDS. 

C lli\P'I'ER I. 

~-.v61.,.. · • I LLL\ l\J EGLINTON (or \\'illic ar:. he is f:1miliarly call ed by !tis friend~) was horn 
,-.,:, ... .,.. _it ~ l on tlte lOth o f .J uly, 1 X 57, i11 Js lin gtl)n, ncar the Nvw }{i ,·cr, a Illl\\' densely 

;'j Jlllpubtcd quarter -.r the 1\letropolis, but at that time almost opcu c<• ltntry . 

"".no'""'.... The family 11n th<.: fath er's c:; idc is Scotch, and thn)ugh J ohn l\l ontgnmcri r , 

of Briclgcnd, who died nbout I G3o, a descent can l>c: traced from the 1\lont

gomerics <•f J\yr. I lis moth er, a l\liss \Yyse, ca me of a f:1111ily, 5(1 JI If' IHLm herc; 

11' \\ hi{ II ha\'C held im])<l rtant nfll cial pc\s itinns in th e City of London. 

11 j..,. varl:,- life \\'a.., sp <'lll at schcJol. Tl wugh ex tre mely 1maginali\·c, dreamy, <11Hl sensith·e, 

:111cl, ;1...; ;1 h"y, passionate a nJ hot-tempered to a degree, no indications of the Wo11<.krfu l 

I'll"' r \\'hi ch :1ftc r\\'ards de\'t'lupetl itself were noticed. I Ie t·ecollt.:cts nothing himself, nor, as 

r;n ,~ t·a n be asrertainccl, i ~ any membr r of hi s family aware <·f ;1h11ormal phe11nme na ha\' ing 

coc·t·nt ' ' d i11 \\'ill ie's pn.'SCJH.:C'. 
II i..; l'ducatinn was a limited one, being purely commcrci:1 l, <t ml it ended just when Hwst 

J.q\'<.; :•rc c'< llllliH'IIdng thc·ir ~t11di t:!=; in C'anws t. Frulll sclin"l lw pa~St' rl inlt> tlw well -known 

t•tll•lt l•in~~· hou ~c · <•f a n·l:1ti\'t ' to karn the busi ness ol' :1 printtl and publi-,ltt-r; h 1tl , ct\\ ing 

(,, l liS ;t~.~~~c iati(ln with Spiritualism, his l'OilllC'Ction itl th is cap:lcity was nr ~h cll"l duralin ll . 

\\"i\liv ' ~ rc lig ict\IS tr;1 inin~ wa-; practica lly nil. I lis fa ther Jll ,·arly Iii~ had renoiJllced 

!11 1 1 i:1nity, <md had bu.:omc a n 1\gnos tic. On tlw other h:\lld, his moth<'r was di s tinguishe d 

J~y :1 ~·.,· d , gen tle piety, atld "bct\\'ecn th L' two," lw write~, ~~ 1 \\'a ~ puLzlt:d hut h ways, 

.tlld .. :h practically left to sui\'L' the prnblems of li fe a11d rdiginus teac hing fi1r mysdf, the 

, , o...pl t 1 ,., 11 < .. th e accepta nce of materi~ li s ti c notions, and th e doctrine nf lnta l annihilatio11.'' :::-
\"1·1, l'a rly in li fe weT~' tl1e principles he had adopted brought l1) the test (lf e.xpl'ri<·rH:c, 

i11 tlw 11:1ssmg a\\'ay t> f Ids muth cr in July, 1873, her remains bl'i11g cnn~igtwd to tiH.'it 

1 1 C<t in!.! td: tc ,. (Ill his hit thday. Jl!ors janun 1•itrr / an d so it pro\'cd tn be in thl' JH l sent <'asc. 

\\"1 iting 11 f the t \'cn t, he say~: 11 Til e loss tn me \\"as irrcp:1rabl(·; fn1' s he was my only fri<'JHJ 

and Lttllt l ~('ll nr. She kft :1 \·oid which h;-t s ne\'er been filled." This hcrca\'<.:lll l' llt seems tn 



ha\'(: s tirred him to mon .: carne::, t thought and action, and to a dee per se nse <1 f the reality 

of lift.·. Il l: now began to takt· a more acti\·e interest in enclea\'ourin!j to fatllum th e truth 

of the \'arioH:-; dogmas, with the rLslllt that Atheism seemed tn him the most ra tionnl. A 

poor resu lt maybe, bnt he was in the right track, fur he had bl:gun to lhiul~. The mist:hief 

is twt that people believe thi s or that doctrin e, or profess th is o r that faith; it is rather 

that they nrc i ndiflcrent and ap~tht.:tic1 anu wilJ not think at all about tht:sc thiJJg:l. 'f'h erc 
1s hope for the former, but very little for th ose who imb ibe their religion as mechani cally 

as they uo the air th ey breathe. 

At thi s lime he was, in company with his father1 an occasional attendallt at the scrv1ces 

hdd IJy l\1 r. Charles Brad laugh at the Hall of Science, becoming more than en:r prejudiced 

against everything aud everybody Christinn. In this place, however, he was destined to receive 

the first im petus to a career in which he would be figh ting in de fence of what was then 

intolerable to him i and little oici he think that, t hrough his own marvell ous but latent gifts, 

he would he ab le to d~a l deadly blows to the misernble doctrine of annihilation. Su it was 

to be, howcn.: r. 

lt was in fLhruary, L~ 7..J , thnt a discussion on Spiritualism look place at the lbll of 

S cie nce be l ween Dr. Sexton nnd Mr. Foote, the former defending the latter's a tt<1 ck. Dr. 
St:xt\ll1, it s h,ntld be uhscn ·ed, had himself been converted from /\theism through Spiritualism. 

\Villie Eglinton relates hi~ impressions as fullow~ :-11 1 had ne\'e r hearu the word Spiritualism 

mentioned before, and was ful l of eage r inquiries about it. My fath er attended thi s di scuss ion 
with some fri ends, ns also did 1 with some young compan ions·. The place w01s densely 

pnckeJ, and hundreds had to be refu sed admission. 1 remember that when Dr. Sextun np

pcared he wa::, but slightly cheered comp~trcd with Mr. Foote, owing, as I then s upposed, 

to the \\'t:nkn~.:ss of the Spirituali~tic party. I can but own that I fdt a slight fct:lin g of awP 

creep over me when Dr. Sexton began to adrlress the audience, because my scant in forma

tion had led me to ex pect that in his prese nce chairs and tabl es would float about. Thi~ 

~h(Jwc:d n1y utkr i gnoranc~ of th <..: s ubject." 

In Lhe CtH IJ"~(' of hjs deb,Jtc, Dr. Sexton ad\'i5cu aJ1 persons wishing tn tc~t the truth 

cd' Spirituali~m to t1·y in llwir own h l~mes hy thcm !;)d\"f~S rathvr th an with a p rt~f\..;::.::;ilillal 

medium. \\'i llic's J~t the r, who was never a bigot, thought this sen!::l ible ad\'ice, and l:onsuhing 

a friuH.l (1\Jr. .J~~hn Da,·is, who has hirnself s ince become a S piritualistt and \\'hose f:·u11ily 

aub:>e(flH.:ntl,y den~ l opt:d remarkable psychical powers), they agreed to buy a book of rt~ks and 
try that \'cry nigh t lo sec 11 if there was anything in it." 

A hume dn .. lc was fon ncd, and, conforming with the condition!.; laid duwn in the huok <,f 
ruks, chapter::, from the Bible we1·e read, and hymns were su ng- 41 procel:d ings," rcm01rk s \Villie 

Eglinton in hi~ de~cription of what took place, •• quite unprt:ccdcnted in our family cirdc. 

I refused to join them, on the plea that • it was aU humbug, thus setting myself up as an 

at1thorit_y 11pon a subject nf which 1 kne w no thing." \Vho has ti.o t uonc the same ? 

The other-:; sa t patiently for two hours, a\vaiting manifes ta tions , but in vain. !\ot discouraged by 

thb fai lu1 cl it wa:::; agreed to si t again a!ld again, and gh·e the sul>jcct a fair trial. Se\'en or dght 

C\·en ing-..; \HTt' 1''1~::>ed jn t-nde<H'ou ring to obtain proof~ of the ex is tence of some s ,)iritual p O\\\..r, but 
nntJt· \\"l re lultiH nm ing. T o show h i ~ feelings on the mat ter, \Villic fix,:d liJHlll the d t.H.'I' of th e s6uu:c 

rPom large C<lrus, upon which were writ ten, 1
' There are 1unalic3 conflneJ hcrt' ; the; \\ ill bc.: !::lhortly 



let J.,n:-;c; hig hly dangl'rutts," l'tl'., etc This s•) t:,r o fl~·ndcd his f;, thcr. that !J, was t11ld e itlwr to jllill 

the tircJv, o r it ·an~ the hnti SC durin~ the inn:-:.,tigat irm. J Jc ekctcd the ru rJI H.:r :J! t l l ll~lti\'(•; :11HI, lllldt r 

prott-~t. ( 'Jltt't<:d tlw .... lane.:(' t-oom. I now continttL in his own words:- '' 1\ly lllCllltliT, pn·\'i""" tn 

doing !'-0, \\'a~ that of a boy full Df run; but as ~0011 .,.., I found myself in the prcscn C<' of the I illquircr~,' 

a s tr:tngt: :md mysterious tccling came o\·er me, which I could not s hake oil: I o.;a t u o \\'ll at the tahlt', 

<.ktcrmi1wd that if Clli.Ything happen<'d I would put a s top to it! Sumclldng did happc't l, hul l was 

powe rless to p revent it. The..: t:-tbk began to s ho w -s igllS ur life nnd vigou r : it ~ttdtknly r ns(' <)If 

the ground, and ~tvaJily raised itsel f in tile air, lllltil \\'C !Jnd to stand to reach it. Thi<; \\'aS in ru!l 

gaslight. It a fterwards ,Jtl S\\'er vd, intelligently, quc.;; ti tl llS \\ hich were put lo it , a nd g .n·t: a ll\Jilll>cr nf 
L1 ~l n ••IIJ\IIIicati tlllS to j'crsons pn.:scnl. The next c \'ening saw us cngc1 ly sitting f(•r !urliJcr m:llli-

1{ ~t;~ ti .. ns, a nd \\'i t h a lnrgt.:r c..:irek·, (i_~r the He\\ s had gut widdy s prcnd that \H' had ' set· ll ghoc;ts and 

t.dk• ,J lu tlwm.' tngdhci with s imilar reports. After we had re:ttl thl' customary prayer, I 

' < 11wd to he no l·Jilgcr of this eart h. A llll)S t <' Cstatic feeling C:l. lll C over me, amJ l pn·s...:ntly passed 

i11t' • .1 t1 , no·. 1\ll my frienus were no\' iccs in the matter, and tried \'ar ious JI H'n ns to rcs turc mt, 

h11t \\'itlluLJl rcc:;ult. , \t tht: t.! llU of h;1lf a n hour I returned to consciousness, fu· li ng a 'il l ong desire to 

H l .1p~·· into th e.. former condit in n. \\'e haJ co mmunications which prored conclusi\'dy, to my mind, 

th.tl tl•• "- pirit ~~rIll)' mother had really rdurnuJ to us. Evc..: n upon the ltj'pothcs is that Wt' a11d our 

t't ic nd" Wl rc cons piring together to delude each ot hu·, as is too commonly s uggested nowadays hy 
Jltatl), tl 1c internal c\' idcnce conta ined in th e.: messages ' vas s ufficient to condnce m e or the prc5cncc tJf 
"''Ill<' "'•normal puw•·r \\'hich could te ll us of things ouly kno\\'11 to 'the dead' and <,urs ll\Ts . The 

'n1 in11..., theories of ' clcmcntals, ' 'astrnl bodies,' nnd ' shells' had not th en been prupoumkd to perplex 

.111d t·u~tlcnmd, and I read ily accepted ns prr1\<..d th t.: f:-t r t th:-tt tlw~e who hnd p:tsseu beyond this li fe 

r•>~lid .tnd did cnmmunicatc with us. I then l>cgan to realise ho w mistakcn- 1H l\\. llltcrly empty and 

\lll~l'irittJa l - ltad been my past life, anti I felt a pleasu re intlc.:.scribablc in kno\\'ing, beyond a doubt, 

ti1~1L tlt ..... t: '' h11 had passed from earth cou ld return aga in, and pro\'c th e.: immortality of the -:,oul. In 

th r q11i< lnl·s~ of our family circle, only broken by th e admission o f friends tn witness the 111an e ll ous 

ntanil; · ... t.ttions, \\'l: enjoyed, to th e full extent, uur communion \\'ilh the tit-parted ; and 1nany an: the 

h;• i •J'Y Jt .,urs I ha\'e spent in thi s way." 
I·', 'JII•·nt st'fu1as \HTt' also !Jdd wi lh a profc<;<;ionaJ trann: medi11m. J\hnul thi~ lillll .. I\ I r. J lax l>y, 

:d.Lu \\'arcls well-known as an excellent physical med ium, nnd \\'ho died a few years :1gn, joined the 

cit·, if., :IIJd began to d evelo p strongly his med iumistic faculti es . 

• \ f~·w months after the first sc"ana·, s tronger phenome na gradually dc\·clop~d, and ill !-olruction a11J 

gui danr' were g iven Ly a spirit who gave the name f)[ "Joey Sandy," and who has sine<.' hc.:omc one 

(•f liw principal directors at all l\lr. Eglinton's scaJias. The latte r says:-'' T o h is honesty and fidelity 

I nwe tlw !"Ltcress 1 have met witlt uoth in public and private, '"hilc his \·i\'aeious cli.;,position and 

l'lllltlll•ll1 se nse: ha\'c rendered him a general fnvo tll itt:." 

l, ,..._ well as many others, ca n confirm this estimate of " J oey Sand_y's '' charact<.. r and work. 

ha Yt' n 'c 1 found him willing and patient in his endca\'ours to bring home to ea rn e<.;l inqui rers the 

ttnth ol Spiritunlism. l haYe learnt, after a long experi ence o f his ways and ohjcrt~, tr1 n:.;.pect him 

' "' •• :11:11 1, and to esteem him most highly for his work's sake. E\·c r faithful and tnH', " J oc-y 

S.llHiy •• \\'i ll 11C\'er be en·accJ from the memory of thousands who 0\\'C to him what has pro\'cd <l ll 

t J JI'~timah le blessing. 
·· l·.n 1cst," another of I\lr. Eglinlon's "guides," o r instructor~, as l prcl(·r to ~ay, t'H ll\c to him 



'71t'l~t~t T·wo lVorlds. 

about eighteen months after the advent of " J oey Sandy." Hi s sober common-::;ense, intelligence, 

and kindness, ha\'e made him respected by a11, and too high a tribute cannot be paid to so good 

and nol>le a spirit. 
Apropos of the estimation in which this co-worker of Mr. Eglinton was held, even 111 

1876, when lw firs t began to manifest st rongly, a write r in the l?cligio-Piu"losophica/ Journal 

thus spe::t ks o f him :-11 \Vhen 'Ernest' gives us some of hi s calm, well-expressed advice, 

dclin;red in words of earnest feel ing, or when he te nderly commits us to the care of guardian 

angels, itn·oking bkssiugs upon us, the voice causes our very hearts to swell in so ft respons ive 

affection ; a nd it would be impossible to ascribe a voice so full of the human feeling- ga ined 

thro ugh a long li fe of experi~:nce, and s uch vici ssitudes as human exis tence always brings, to an 

element ;-~ ry . No; we feel it is a man before us, a s pit it rich in the love of humanity, 1ong

sufrering, patient, calm nbove human weakness by self- conquest, ?.nd a very angd of mercy and 

benefi cence to morta ls." 

T o this many a beart comforted through hi s minis try will say 11 Amen." Only those who 

have come into these intimate rdations , born of mutual confidence and tru st, can conceive the 

weight of the evidence so ungrudgingly g iven in favou r of the s urvival of the soul a ft e r death. 

Critical acumen is of immense service in psychical research, but to pass beyond C\'en thf 

threshold of the inquiry one needs something more, hence the fa ilure of many invl!stigators. 

But to those who unite with a critical eye the sympathetic mind, a ll the things of tht: spirit arc 

possiole, and no trouble is too great, no proof too much to ask of the in visible \\'(lrke rs. r 
acknowledge with deep gratitude my personal indebtedness to 1\-lr. Eglinton's gu ides, and hope 

that placing on record my firm conviction of the cause of so much fai lure may open up the right 

path to others. 

A variety of phases of mediumship were subsequently developed- trance, healing, and clair

voyance- and flna lly materialisations were obtained; not with a cabine t or darkent:d room, out in 

the moonlight} while all sa t round the table. At these times Mr. Eg1inton was invariably conscious, 

nnd the figure of his mother generally appeared, radiant, and transcendently beautiful, •• anJ looking, " 

he ~nys, 11 more :l!:::i we imagine spirits to be than any l have s ince seen, and they are not n few. 

1 wa:; induced tu sit in the uark for manifestations by a fri cnJ of mine, who haJ been to a ~-;t'aucc 

with <t profc ::;!:::i ional medium, ancJ who gave a wonderful account of what hnd tnken place. After 1 

did tlli!:::i tlw rL·a lly spiritual st:a/Jrl's Wt: had bt:t:ll having seemed to leave us, and i11 their ~tl'ad we 
obtained the rough physical phenomena so common to all dark st·anccs.'' 

Jt i~ a matter for deep regret that these dark cabine t S£1auces have playeJ !:::iO important a part 
in the history of Spiritualism. W hy they were introduced nt all seems a mystery, as 11 0 more 

potent source of error or perplexity could poss ibly have been devised. 1 bppily at" the present 

time they n: lnte to a state o f things, let us hope, passed away for ever. More rational and 

soun<~cr na.: thod~ now obtain, to the advantage of all concerned. Fortunately, l\I r. Eglin ton s teadily 

set h1s face agmnst them, anc..l though, in deference to the wishes of o thers , a nd the e.xigences of 

circ:um:::;La nct·s, he has occasionally sat in this way, ye t it was alwny~ distas teful to him, and his 

l..>t:!) l results ltavc L'\'l'r bt.:t:ll ohtaint:d llllder th t: nu~piCt.:S of !Jetter COIJditioll ::;. 



ClL\P.l'ER II. 

II E pmn.:r:-; of J\Tr. Eglinton's nwdiumship having now attracted public altcnti<•:•, 

he received nunH ... -rous applications for st'rmrcs, hut hl' s teadily rcs i ~ t<.:d fur a long 

time all efT<Jrts to induce him to become a pn,fcssillJWI medium. Jlowcn:r, after 

having gh·en a large number of s{anccs tn hi s friends, he found the s train in 

fo llowing his business and giving s ittings at the sa me time was prodng too 11llll'h 

for him~ :md, after a rather severe illness, he resisted the call s of tltc: public no 

long• but e ntered upon his ca reer as a pro fessiona l medium. Personally he now n .:gnrds this step 

:-~c; :111 injudicious one, as thereby a ll his prospects in life ha,·c been dt ·strnyc<.l. l hope events 

will y( t falsify I\Tr. Eg linton's fears 0 11 this point. 

t lne o f the ea rliest o f these seances is recorded in The Jl/cd/um f()r Scptcruber, 1~75, a nd :1gnm 
in Octnbcr and succeeding months. About this time he became ncquai ntcd with l\ l rs . Catherine 

\\'nodfnrde, who was then g i\'ing 11 de\-c)oping" seances, and to her :1nd 1\l rs . Bre\\'ert<1n he owes 
mu('IJ fo r their kindly ach·ice and support. In 1\lrs . \Voodforde's ruoms he commenced a series 

of lllf t<:.; l successful s ittings, and at the sa me time his ectua lly n.:marknble pro fessional career. J\ t 

th (' c 11d of the same year (I 87 5) several sc<mccs were gi\'cll to the Dalston Associntion of 

Spiritualists, of which society he was afterwnrds m ndc an honorary member. P vrhaps one o f the 

ca rl ic •.;t sittings on record i11 England for plaster cnsts took place with him in J nnunry, 1 R7G, 
wht ·11! a t the resiuence o f 1\'J rs. \ VoodfonJc, sen:ra1 moulds were obtai n t:d, includ i 11g lhnt of a fnce. 

In J anuary, I S7G, another successful series o f stances \\'as g ive n, this time to the Brixto n 

J> ..; yrl w logieal S ocie ty, under the preside ncy o f l\1 r. Desmond Fitzgerald, J\l.I.TEt.. E., and thv:-;c 

,,.{ 1 , , !'· •llo\\-ed in quick successio n by ot her s. The fi rst ~t'mJCl' ltehl by him at the llt)usc of ~~ rs . 

l\l:1"do11~a l Gregory, whose intimate friend ship he enjoyed fro m that time u ntil ::;he passed from 

nur 111idst in 1\lay, 1885, took place in February, 1 87G, and was fully repnrtcd in the Spirilual1:o:.t, 
ol l\hr1 h 3rd. There wen: present Sir Garnet (now \·i scou nt) \Vo1scley, the l fon. ~Irs Co\\'per-

r('nrpk (now Lady 1\lount-Templ<') , Mr. A. J oy, the \ ' iscountess .A\'onmorc, General n rewster, 

( :• pt.tin J ames, ~nrl others. 1\l ost s triking results \\'e re obtained, l>ut as in the matter of ('\'id<..: ncc 

I ~ufli r frum an ('fiJbnrras dt' rirllcsst, I s hall have to p:tss hy many cases with <.1nly a l1:trc 

mc11tion. At this time he firs t ca me in cont:tct with Mr. Bc:n,iamin Cnkman, a long-to-be

re mcml.Jc rcd pio neer and supporte r of Spiritualis m in England, a nd l\Ir. Charles Bbtdd.Jllrtl, of 

Blackburn Park, Didsbury, Manchester. 

It need s no words o f mine to e mpha sise the services so freely and spo11 tancous ly rcJlderc:d to 
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S piritua li:,lll by ~ l r. Blacld)urn. ,\ !:; a ma tte r of fact, the move mvnt IS in<..lcbt<:d to him more 

than many .:>p i ritua li ~ts drea m of-l_spcci<l lly the rH..: W gene ration of inquirers a n<..! in \'es tigators. 

For ye,tr:s f\ lr. lHack uurn ha..; ~pl·n t hi msl·lf, his timC', and his re::;ources, in furth <:ring the eause 

of spiritu,d n..:!:)cnrch. I Jn r<..I Iy a tnedi um ca n uc name<..! wh o has n(J t ex perienced his fostering 

care, a ud wJH,~e gift:s, but for him, would ne ve r ha\·e been carefu11y cx:unined and use fully a pplied. 

Nor is the litt-ratun..: of tlH~ mo\·emt.:nl less indebted to him. For a long time he contriuukd 

hum/red:; u.f jJounds yc•ar(l' to t he support of the Spt'r/tua/i:}/ news pa per, and in numerous ()th e r 

ways lln::; he \\·a tt red nnd tt.:ndu.l the g rowth of what he Leli t \'ed would, if carefnlly g uided, 

prove OllL~ uf huma nity's greatest l>les::; ings. I hope Mr. Blackburn will fo rgh·t.: these allusio ns to 

wlwt I kn(lw he himself rcg:-~ rds as nf little account, but for the sake of histo t ic<ll accuracy it is 

clcsiral>Je tha t the fac ts s hcH11d be ma<..le known. 

1\l r. Blark lmrn united a \\'ISC d iscre tion with unLounJed generosity in hi !:! \\'l'rk for 

Spiri tua li:,n l. l ie t k arl.Y saw the grea t need of Spirit11alis m at th a t titli L' 1 as now, was 

sy~tt-matk n:~t·a rc h, and with thi ::, l'nd in view he arranged rur <1 sen es o f l' Xperimental 

s/aJJl't'S wit h \'etrinLJ:) Jlledi ums. Thc:.::l' tnok place at the rumns of the British Nati onal 1\ ssocia tion 

of Sp11 itu.tli ... t::; at 3~. ( ; , cat l~u s::-c ll ~t n.:d , IHoom::;bury, and were known a;:, the "l3l ,td.-Lutn 

sc(lJia ..... " i\l r. Egli11 ton was amongst the mediums engaged, and th L fi rs t Sl:'a 11a· tnok place in 

1\l a rclr , 1 t-l i 6. Important results were obtained nt these s ittings. They we re gi n~n be fore a 

committee of the B. N. i\.S., a iHi taking place as they did in the light, they were mu ch apprcd ated 

owing to tire extreme dit1knlty ex i ~t ing a t that time of obtaining other phenomena than those 

occu rri 11g <~ t da r·k St-'a nas. 1\lrs . 1\J arie Nc\'ille, the wife of George Neville, the weJJ.known 

actor, wri ting 111 the Spirituall'::i t, for 1\1 arch 17th, 1 S;G, testifies that these clayligh t st'anccs 

were a grent s tep in ad vance. She further expressed an opinion that these conditions should 

be enrou ragcu 111 every way as likely to be satisfactory to inquirers, aJding that 11 l\1 r. 

Egl in ton's courtesy a nd willingne~s to ~ ubmit to any proposcJ test ca nnut be too strungly 
comnwnted tl pon." 

1\ t o ll c of thL'sc St
1anrcs he met another life-long frientl and tried worker in Spiritua)bm, 

I\1r. Daw~on Hogers. Mr. Hngt 'l'S1 in tlte Spiritua!z:,t, for March :qth, I 876, gives a very 

interesting at.:cuunt <)f the mani iC..~ t a tions witncs::;ed by him, and concludes his report by say ing, 
0 I will ('nly add wy b<.:l icf th;t t all present had the most implicit conlldence in the genu ineness 

of tilt.· manifc5tations." Among::;t those present on the occas ion Wl're the R t:\'. \V. ~liall, the 
Rc\'. \ V. Newbou ld, and other well-known Spiritualis ts. 

O n I\ larch 21st, 1l)7G, 1\l r. Eglintnn held <lllothcr sc'cm cc at 1\lrs. Grq~ory's, a t 21 , (;n·cn ~lreet, 
\ V. l lc there met Dr. K enealy, 1\I.J>., who was, if not then a Spirituali ~ t, \'cry 111 uch interes ted 

in the !:itlhject. A frequent corrc~ ponden ce ensued, and as ins tancing how thoroughly Dr. Kenealy 

belic \·cd in the C laimant up to the day o f his death, I may mention that, in one of the ath·ocate's 

letters tu Mr. Eglinton, a fter ex pressing his wonder and belief in the phenomcn~ of Spiritualism, 
he adds a chnracteri ~t i c note, a Ann iversary of poor Tichborne's con\'icti on." 

lt !-:ihould be sp<:cia11y renH . .: mlJL'rcd tha t from this tirne (M nrch, I 876), down to the year 

I ~~3, l\1 r. Eglin ton lH:Yer ga\'e a s ingle s itting on his own premises. Thb fact entirely cub 

tht.: ground frum under t he fu.: t of those who ignora ntly a ssert that mediums can only outain 
result ~ in a prepared rvom of their 0 \\.' 11. 

::,t'anu. fullo\\'cu S£'·ana· in rapid succession, and 1\lr. Eglinton was kept fully er nployed. 
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i\ o,;, shfl\\ 111g the impression being madt• up(\11 the pubtic-•·spt.:cial ly tilt' l'ritiGtl expert 

i1n estigatnrs-it 1~ pl t.:n~ing t•> tcad 111 lite Sp,-rt"tualtsl of i\lay 12th, IRjG, tlwt u the l1 st 

manifestat ions with l\ lr. Eglinton are of great \·alue, not becauSl' other mulium!; may not 

obtain cqu:1 lly conclusi\-c results , but because, 111 his case, they ha\'e I>C'c> ll ohscn·cd and 

recorded by good crit ica l w itnesses, whose tes timony wi ll carry weight wit It the public ; 

all medinms should seck to get their test results thus \'criflcd.'' 1 l ow strong and cunclusi\-e 

the testimony in regard to l\lr. Egli nto n's mr dium s ili p was, to which the ed itor here refers, 

wiJl be seen when 1 come to deal with the ge neral results of these experi mental sr'mtccs of 

I\ I r. Blackburn's. 
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TflE fi BLACKBUJ?N SEANCES." 

S already mentioned, these expcrirnental sc·aun:s were, for the most part , ht. lll 

a t the rooms of the late Britis h National Association of Spiritu.1lists, 38, 

Gr('at Russel l Street, with various mediums. The results obtnined were 

valuahk, and marked a distinct ad\·ance in our kno\v1edge of occult science. 

l\lr. Eglinton contributed not n little towards thb end; indeed, more ..... t .. am·,·s 

were hdd with himt as medium, than with any other, while tlw records <•f 
that pcrind s peak in no mcnsurcd terms of the unif<Jrm]y satisfactory conditions ohscn·cd at Ids 

s ittings. As an example of the impression gi\Tn to those who came in contact with him unc 

ins t:mcc \\'ill s ulnce. \\'riting in the Spir/tnalist of Deccmucr 22nd, I 876, 1\Jr. \V. Ne wton, 

F.R.G.S., in s umming up a few of the results of a fairly good s/ancc says :- 41 All were impressed 

\\'ith a conv iction of the thoroughly genujne nature of the phenomcna1 and il is unnat11ral to 

suppose that fourteen ind ividuals keenly set upon preventing frauJ, 5hou1d, a t the samt· tim e, 

del iucratdy mrd fl)1· the purpose of imposing on each otht:r a mutHaJ dclns ion." A week nr so 

later (Spir/tua!J~.;;f, January sth, I877) he adds, II The \'alue of these sittings is g reat to tll t>SC 

who uesire c\'idencc of physical power externa l to the medium ; whi 1st the readiness ._,r l\1 r 

Egli11tuJl to :::.ul>mil at all times to th e most s tringent a nd fn:!qucntly sumewlwt uncond~•rtahl ~· 

conditions, lldp::;, to confirm lht: CDll\'icti on of his thorough honesty indnccd Ly observance..: .11 t l11 

plwnomcna whkl1 (Jet: llr in his presence." Similar testimony was l.H.lrnc in many othc1· qtt tr lt 1..,, 

but om.: other must ~unirc. The Secretary of the B.N.A.S. Expt·r imcntal 1\c::;earch Cumtnittee, 

wh• n ~umJnansmg the rcsu]ts of these si ttings, incidenlally says, 11 Those whu ha\·c 

;1ttt:ndl(l tilt.: series uC s6mas .... ha\'e reason to thank I\Jr. Eglinton for his th orough ~ill t:t Tity, 

simplicity, nnJ cordiality .... T he t 1rdcrly man ner in which the St'f.was ha\'C been conducted, 

the strict yet ~implc tests imposed, ~ntl the faci lities g i\'en to s trangets to satisfy the 111 5ch·cs 

of the bond jidt' nature of the wanifest;1tions, have had lasting and benefici al results." Tes tim11ny 

like tlli ::;, often repeated, wa s one of the ft:w g leams of light at all exceptionally g loomy J>LTind 

in the hbtory of Spiritualism. T he who le movemen t was passing through a cri::; i::; . 1\lcdiu ms \\'t...n' 

bei ng- assa ilt·d on t:Yt ry side from without, and, in some ~3se::;, frum withi11 tile 11H.l \'t'II1L"IIt. 

11 Exposun ·s " were tllick in the ai r. Mr. Lawrence had been sentenced to three 111 nnths' 

i mpri!->OllllH'Ill, as ;-t] !-.o lwd 1\1 r. Slade, \Vhosc :::.t:nkncc , lw\\'e\'u, was quas hed o 11 a ppcal. Latt-r , 

Dr. l\lonk was sentenced tv the same tt:rm at I ludd ersfleld, Fort unately l\1 r. Eglin ton c~r.1 pc:d ; 
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Th~ Hlac kburD S<'(fiiCl'S cotl::>istcd of thrL·c series Ctf tweln~ stt tmgs (.':trh, and extended nn.:r a 

period nr llj)\\':trds of I tine lll011th~ (I SjG ). lktwee n e ighty and Jlincty 1uqui rers \\'t..:I'C admitted 

fru; or charge, m;ltly o f whom attended more than once, a la rge percentage ulti lllately IJc

COJilillg lll t.:lll l>ers or the i\ Ssociation. These Stances \\'Cl'e f<>r the lllO'\l i>:lrt lwld ill Lit e )j .. ·ht-a 
h 

ii. ·aturt.! of l\l r . Eg1inton's mediumship wltich time has only s tn·ngthcned. A characteristic s/ant(' 

is described hy 1\liss Kislill gbur_\' and Dr. Ca rter Blake ( Doc. Sc., a11d Lectu rer on i\nalomy 

at \V(':-:.tllli11:slc r 1 lPspi ta l) in tl1t..: Sjn'rt'llfo!J:..,t fnr i\ lay 12th, t 8i(j· tiiiH.mg~t tllm:.c prc·~cnt being 

!\Jr a11d l\l rs . l>cslliOJHI Fitzgerald~ l\ Jr. J. R 0manes, I·~. R.S., Capt:till Rollc.::tun, a11d l\lr. llenskigh 

\ \ \·dg\' uou, J.P. for l\liddk·sex. On this t)ccasion " 7\1 r. EgJi nton's co;-~t slcc\·es \\'LTC sewn 

t•lg"t tll··r bc.:hind hi~ back n car the wrist \\·ith strong white cotton; the tying cummittcc then 

IJ• •llltc.l I tim i11 l1i:s chair, passing the tape round Ids neck, and placed him dose Lcllind the 

t nrl;rif • (of th e cnbinct) fa cing the company, "·ith his knc<.:s a nd feet in s igl1t. A sma ll rou nu 

Lahlt-, with \'nriuus ohjccts u pon it, was placed before the 1111..:dium outside the ca binet and 

i 11 \ i•·\\ o f the s itte rs; the little s trin ged ins trument, known ns t lw Oxf~Jrd chimes , was laid 

ill\ • ·1 t' d across hi s knc<·s, ~111<1 a bonk ami hand-bl·ll \\-en: placed upon it. In a rcw moments 

tlw st ri11gs ,ycre played upo n, though no vis ib le hand wns touching tiicn1; the book, the front 

• d \\ hidt wa~ turned to\\'ards the si tters , opened and shut (this was repeated a great numbct· 

,,( tiltt• ..,, so that all prc~cnt sn w the ~.:x pcrim en t unmistakably) ; and the hand-l>c ll \\'as rung 

t'r••lll \\ ith in, that is without being raised from the board. The mus ical box placed 11ear the 

··u llai1 1, but fu11y in s ig ht, was s topped a nd set going, while the lid remained s hut. Fing~rs, 

<l tld at times n whole ha nd, were now anJ then protruded through the curtain. :\n instant after 

r 1111· or these ha cl appt:·arcd, Capt;1i n Ro ll cston was req ues ted to thrus t hi s arm through the 

n•rt:ti11, <llld ascertain \\'hcther the ty ing and sewing were as at first. ll e sati s fied himself tha t 

dtt·} \\t'rt·, and the same testimnny was gin~n by ano the r gentleman lat~r 011. This was tht• 

ri r:-:.t p;ttl o f the St:ancl'. l\1 r. Eglintnn was re leased from hi s bonds, and it was found that 

t lw 11\ll'-'l'k:s of his arms were in a cra mped condition from th<' eollstrained (llt itudc he had been 

i'·n·cr.·d ttl 111ain ta in. As a ll the s itte r s expressed th e ir opi11ion that the l!l an ifcstat ion:-; were bl·y~..md 

L dot l! Jt gcnui11e and convincing, it was agrt.:ed Lll ;t t a sc:cnnd s hort s itting should be held without 

pulling th~ medium into bon ds. l\lr. Eg lin t on sat, hmn~vt..:r, so close b~hind the curtain that 

tl1al on l.ll '<.! occasion, when a large !Jare foo t had been protruded, the si tters nearest t lte cabinet 

drew l>:wl\. the cu rtain, with " J oey's" permissio n, nnd showed 1\Jr. Eglintoll asleep <l r e ntranced, 

,\'ith hi !-' IH>Ol s o n his feet. Something like a face appeared bt..:t\\'ctn the curtn ill ~1 but som e of 

u-; w< n · 111• t at a ll sure a bout it. •Joey ' asked for paper and penci l, <liH.l in another moment 

ba11d<.:cl the paper out of the s ide window of the cabinet, witlt the word Et'dc ./. S . i11 C reek 

rkuadu"' upon it. 'J oey' explai ned tha t he meant to express hy th is his j1)y tltat some (riend 

ll! the· 'abinct had succeeded in matc rial is ing a face." 

Tha ·<:;t· experime nts \\'<.:re oft~n re peated and si milar satis facto ry res ult!-; oLtaincd. In the 

.l...J,tn/11(/!J .... t for l\Iay 19 th, 1 o iG, l\1 r. Desmond Fi tzgcra]d, 1\1.1. T EL. E., r e ports a very marvel Iotts 

s/trn' 1 h,·)d in the light. TI H:re were a lso prest:nt on th.tt occasion 1\J r . l~ ohcrt \ \'yld, LL. JJ. 
(Ed in.) ; ~ I r. .i\ lcxander T o<.l, of Peebles ; 1\l. de \ ' eh, and t>lllcr~. ·l lJL' 11wdi11111 was 

..; j 111 ilarlj !,j:cured, his wrists a nd neck being, in addition, tied lo the cha ir, and I;J::5tly the frc,· 

2 
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end of the tape u~ed fur the la~ l mcntiunecl purpose was passed through an .. tpc l tun .. in the 

ca binet, so th<1t Dr. \Vyld might holc.J it in hi:, lta11d. The feet \VLn: placed upon a lta~~ocl.:, 

the l'llrlain::, uf th\.! cabinet bdng ~o drawn as lt) h:a\·e the fed a11d knees cxpu~n l tt> til L' view 

of thu~e pn.:::;,cnt. .c\ stringed mus ical instrulllelll was placed on hi':) ldp con~lituting a kind of 

table:, on which was placed a book and a lmnd-bell. The ga-:, wa::;, then lowered, and 

l\l r. Fitzgerald tliuti narrates what took place :-" In about half an hour tl1c book wa~ dis tinctly 

and repeatedly see n to open anJ close up again. Then a flnger wa~ seen ill proximity to th e 

book; an d, i11 a short time afte rwan.b, a hand wa::, several times prutruded betwee n the cLJrtai ns. 

'j ~Jey' l l tJ\\ rl'qucstul that someone :,llOuiJ co me forward a nd a~rertain, itnuu:diatdy after a 

hand hau LH·t:n ~huwn, wheth~..·r tl1c rrwdium wa~ st ill scc uruJ a~ ;1t li1·st. Thi ;:, chalkngc was 

tab·tt tlp l1y Dr. \Vylu and J\1r. Collingwood.'' This test i ~ an i111purtaut unc for ill\'e~tigaturs, 

and I\lr. FiL~gt · raiJ happily rcqut;~ l c.:d Dr. Robert \Vyld and ~1 r. J. F. Collingwood tn gi\'e their 

t c~timuny. Thi~ they freely did, and ~ignL'd the following brief ~tdtcmc ltt s :-" < )n twu ocra~in1ts 

immed iately ~tfter seeing the '~pirit' hanJ prot ruJc.:J from the cab in<.:t, I exami Jt t;d ~lr. Eg li nton'::; 

bonds and round them perfLctly secu re. (Signed), R. S. \VYLD, I\1.1>." The otlH.:r ran, " l aJsoJ 

u n one occasJOll did the sa1nc. (Sigm.:J), J. F. CoLJ.li\Gwooo." i\Ir. Fit zgeraid continues:

" l\lis~ Kis lingiJttry then "::;,keJ 1 J oey' whl'lher lJr. \Vyld could be allowed to stand l>ehind 

tlte medium, in!:lide the cabinet, whilst the malcriali~c.:d hand wa "> 51lown lt> the :.; ittcrs outs ide. 

This inquiry was answen:d i11 the aftlrmative; and, accordingly, Dr. \Vylu entered the cabine t, 

and tvo J.: up :1 pu~ ition bt..:hind tilt· mcdiutu, who mo;tl lLd and ::, lli vt·rcd a::; thouglt 'power' were 

be:ing drawn fr um him t 1) a11 unu sual ex tent. l 11 relation t o thi':> k::,t, I obtained the foll owing_ 

\'Lry brief but ~unicient testimony, hearing in mind the value of evidence l)bt;rincd on the spot 

and at the time : • \Ve saw the hand whilst Dr. \Vyld wa::; in the cabind. G. de Vch, Ellen 
Pott::;, [. Kblingbury, E. Fitzg<.:rald.' Dr. \Vyld also exprc.sscd himself .t::> Leing perll:ctly 

satisilcJ with th ~ test. Some of tile sitters did not very di::;tinctly sec.: the hand o n th=.s 

occas ion, hy re:1sun uf others pressing forward towards the cabinet. After a brl'ak a second 

stfaua· \\'a::;, hLld, at which the medium sat unbound, with his fed and legs in \'iew. Under 

these l'lmd itinn"> a foo l wa::, protruded between the cuna ins of the cabin~ t, Leing disti nct ly seCH 

Gy ~L de Vdt, i\lr. Tod, and l\ lrs. rit lgcraiJ, and lc.: s!', di s tinctly by the ot her si tters, including 
I . " lll)' ~l! I. 

On other ot..:ca~ ion:s ( ~p/ritua!tst, J unc 9th), not wi tll l:>tanding t l1e lc~ti ng being so me what 

dil't'trcn t , equally good results followed. Mrs. \Viseman, 1, Onnc Square, Palace Ganh.ns, \V., 
dc~rribe~ the f,1 cb, and is su pporteu in her tes timony by l\1 r::;, E. T . Chaplin ; indeed, tl u.: report::; 

nf all th t.se ._t:mltc•s were, as fa r a s the facts are concern cu, onicially cnrlnrscJ by all present, 

and \\'halLver might be the s pcdal theories adopted by individual nH,;mbers lu ex plai11 them, 

there wa~ 11t 1 question as to their supernormal character as far as ti l(; medium was concerned. 

l\1 r l:>. \Visc lllan says :-' 1 The wrists or the meJ ium's coat ::, leeves wen.: sewed securely to 

the lzm·t·~ of his trousers, anrJ he was tied round the wai::;t to the hack of !tis ehair. A bdl 

and a ~trir lgl'tl mu s ieal itl ::> trumf'nt were placed on the gn.HtrH.l hchi nd him j 11 th e ra bi 11et aJHI 

the cu rtain~ d1 <1\\ n, lca\'ing hi s hand~ a nd km:es in full \'icw. The gas \\'<t S lowerl'd, and in 

ten ur fiftun minutes 'a \'uice' from the cabinet, said to be th a t c,f 1\Ir. Eglinto11 's cuntroll ing 

spi<it, grt•dt d the company, a~king the names o f the s trangl:r5. 1\Tr. Tapp introduced llh:, when 

th e.: \'like ::.a id, '1 know l\lrs. \Vi!::~t:lllaJt; 1 am \'cry glad to sec her and he r friend. ' 1\Jr. Tapp 
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then <t:;knl him tn do soJtwlhing for liS. Ill' allS\\'L'l'cd, '\\'l' will dn wl1at \\T 4'~1ll. hut tlw 

medium is not \\'(·11 ; \n~ wi ~h to do sonH: tlling ne w. St:-~ rt the m usical box.' Thi~ being d01w, 

nn nttcmpl to keep tim(' \\'ith it upon the s tringed ins t rument in the ('ahirwt was m;-~dc. Faces 

were .seen hy twn or lhn'c o f the c•mlpany between the curtnins, wh ich ;1t thi~ time \\'<'rc 

opened ah(lut a foot hy unseen hands, which also held them apnrt. The most ~crptind cou ld 

not dcny thnt th e hands and knc,~s ()f th e mcdium were nt the same tirnc distindly ~cPn. 

Th <"' nex t 1nnnifestntinn of interest was n light which scetn1'd to prnrced rrom the pnlms of 

tlH l!ll'dium's h.mds ; one of the pnrty snid it was a handkerchief, which it sonw wJwt resembled 

in f·q·m. T o me it npJw:trcd in s ubs tnnce like :1 fl eecy cloud, tmd11lating for :1 fc\\' SCt'onds: 

tl1< 11 it \\':lS drawn bnck undet· tlw medium's ch:1ir, ~nd at the snme tim<' it w:ts fnding awny. 
,\fl, r :1 s hnrt hrenk th ~ hnnds of the medium were tied cnnning1y together, nn<l he wns p!Clccd 

111 .1 c;llicn h :1g, whid1 \\'il~ S('\\" n up tightly to his throat; he \\':1~ then re-sented jn his clwir, 

• ··urtai ns were drawn. The spirit asked that n pnir of blnck glo\'cs mi~hl be 1nid upon 

l;1hlc in front of the cabinet. Thi s was d one hy :l s tranger, 1\Ir. T errell, who, ns wns 

~· 1 \ ,J;; ll)ttnd, hnd prodded tlwm for a special test, which he hml on ly mentioned to 

.1- ! .. ... linghury, before entering the SN11!Cl' room. The s pirit the n asked for m~tehes 1 that 

, I -.mel!,' :lnd sonH' scaling wn:--:. T e1.king these from 1\lr. T:1pp, he oh~enTd , 1 I hope we 

' , : · ·nrn the nwdium.' . Prrsently we heard se\'cm l :lltempts to strike :1 light, t\\'O of which 

·crssful, slww ing through the eurtnins that the light WCls under the m<:dium's ch~ir, 

q foot from the ground. After this a book \\"as placed, by 'Joey's ' request, on 

nton's knees, nnd was dis tinctly seen by all prcseJJt to open ~nd shut se\'cral times. 
1 

• • c en tra nced mcdilllll was released from the bag, we tound the black glo\'CS on his lwnds, 

~~" · •Ill d, :111 d daLblcd wit h se e1. ling wax. The matches and wnx were found nt the feet of the 
I ' . 'J 1 l 11 

,·,• 1• • IP , JIJ S l . C' t 1e ):tg. 

'i i--- Kis lingbury adds:-- ' 1 ln re lere nce to the black glo,·cs, 1 may add that when l\ lr. T errell 

I , ·I 111 whether he should he ~ }lowed to impose his own test, 1 replied that I did not know, 

,,t ! 'll.lclc no further mcnti<'ll of it; the g lo\'c:s we re not nwntioncd ill tlw circJ, . llllti l the 

. · i• i11 l ~clf a~k(·d for them. Nl·i thcr the medium 11or nny one present hut mysdf :tnd 
' 
.l . r ·11, nnd probably hi e; frie nd, knew anything of the proposed glon. tes t.'' 

11: \\' ere· a lsn present lwsides I\Jrs. \Viscm:lll, 1\lrs. Chnplin, and l\Jiss Kislinghury, 

\ .1\ ·' .lnnws, lnte of the 90th Light ln f:1n try. Ibrnn \'nn llirddnck-1 Iolm f( ·ld, I\ lr. T . T l'lTc ll , 

\1 1 S. 1\lnrris, 1\lrs. l\ lacldn nnn, l\lr. F. N:1picr, Lt. I{. N., 1\I r. 1{. St11ck, Lt. R.N., 

1 :• ( ;_ ){, Tapp, nn bchnlf of tl1e st'antc Cumlllillcc of tlt(' ;\ -.sucinti <.l ll, 

· 1 ~: r dd:1il s with reliTcnce tn ~ ~imilnr sriwa :1pp<'nl'l·d ill the Spir/tuah..:.t fnr June tGth, 

i ~ ' H~ med ium's co:-~ t s lcc\'eS wete sewn to his knees, ~nd were thus pl :-~ced in f11 1J \'iC\\' of nil 

,, I 

tIll ll I ' 

. , '-Jo If spirit" hands were proj <'ctcd ontlti ~ occnsinn, the pres iding intclligc..·nce e-xplai ning 

~ ·st \\":l ~ nn unu sunlly sc\'cre one, ns the ~uh c; t:1ncc with \\'hich the spirit lwnd is 

ord< r to render it \· i~ ihl e to ordinnry IJI(lrtal d s ion I ICl.S to he :1hstr:1cted from the 

1e med ium, and that thi s cxccc..:d in ~ly ~11btl c chemil':1l prnr<·ss is carried 0 11 with f:tr 

di l llt 111ty in the ligh t, nnd IInde-r th e ('yc of mnn, than in the s till d:trJowss of th e 

, lo~n l c;JI,inet. 
1\l tlw nex t ~·ra;Jcr, ltn\\'C\·er, it wns s uggcsled by the s pirit th:1t the S:l ltl c test slHJUid be 

11 i•·d ;1g:ti 11 , nc; he was ambitious of :tCCfl111p1is hing the feat; he furth er rcmnrke<l that he :md 
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his medium w<·n· much ind~·hh·d t11 the manag(T:-t of these Sl'llJl l.'t'S f.H a llowing and t.:nC•Htrag 111g 

llc\\' mani fcstatiuns undu· ~trid test cnnditinns ; they \\'t.:rc: snmc\\' hat ted imt~ to de velop, but 

\\'l'l"t' nf lilt' grt•;Jk~l bcndit t P the (.';l11St'. 

l\1 i-;s K islinghury says :-.. Tilt~ dll•rts were atte nd ed wi th success. I I ands came out 

freely at the height uf a fiJut llr mnre abo\'C the medium's hand s ; also several times at the 

side of the curtain; to which fac ts Dr. C::trtc r Bl<1kc, whn sat nearest the corn e r o f the cabinet, 

g ives testimony : • \\'hen Mr. Eglin ton's hands were sewn to his kne~s, anrl in view nf the circle, 

a rwkcd right hand and arm , to abo\'e the dhnw-j •1int, was seen by me through the cre,·ice of 

th e cnrtains; C"md that thi s hand, nfter ringin~ the toy-gong, pbccd it in my own h:mu. The 

nrm S<'emed t(l pn1ceed from a L>ouy behind l\1r. Eglintnn, and his right hand sewn to hi s knee 

\\'as ~cc n by me and others at the snmc time.' " 

The toy-gong is a little in s trument with a whistle at one end, a nd somet hing resembling 

a g-nng at tlw other, which :t fri end brought in jus t befo re the sc't.lJlCt: began . ~lr. Eglint11T1 \Va ~:; 

seen to make con\·ul~i\'C llW\'cmcnts ·with hi s nrm~ and legs durin g these proceedings, :md wa:::; 

heard tn breathe deeply, h11t hi s hands were nc\·er o nt of s ig ht 'd. the s itte rs ; and the sewing, 

which had been dnne by f\ 1 r. Cnllingwu(ld very clketua11y, was fiHnHl in tact whe n an inte r va l \WlS 

ordered . 

The sccnnd tes t was qnite as satis factory as tile lirst, and altogeth<'r nn\'<:1. ~lr. Eglinlon's 

coat-slce\·cs \\'Cn.' Se\\'n tngethcr, and to his coat behind his hack ; the coat was al so sewn together 

in fr,•nt near the throat, thi s t ime by 1\liss ColJingwood, ·who was the greatest s trange r present. 

The following attestation ex plain s what took place under these condi tions:-'' Vvc::, the 

undersigned1 entered the ca binet during th e s/ana with 1\Ir. Eg1inton, ~nd s tood behind him 

during sen'·ral minutes. ln thj s perind of time, accord ing to the s tatement of the sitt<.:rs out~ide, 

hnnd::; \\'ere seen, and scYeral 1)hjects we-re moved ab011t by these ha nds, which we certify wen! 

not tltnsc of the medium, since \YC satisfied oltrsch·es nn thi s point by keeping nur hands nn 

hi :s shnul(h·rs during the .,ccmTence of the phenom ena. (Signed), C. Fnzr.ER.\Ln, 19, Cambridge 

3trcd, I lydc· Park, \V.; Jn11N j.\ 1\ll~s, Tt >ttenlwm ; MARJO~ C:ol.LI:".:<;\\'•>nn.'' 1\Ji:-;s Colling\\•n(,d alsr, 

placed her hand~, by r cfpwst , 0 11 l\·l r. l~gl intf) n's h<..'ad wh ill' the abnve was taking plac~. 

Tile u l'.iC't'h which \\'<.:rc mo\Td by the ha nd, ,,r hands, \\'~n~ pl.1ccd on the little s tri nged 

inslrtlllt< 'llt known ;ts the Ox(ord ('hiHws, which was bid in\'crtcd ,, n 1\1 r. Egli11tnn'~ knet ~. The 

strings of this \n r<' slru t. J.:. at lime ·::; , and a h(lol:. which was placed up1) 11 it was opl'llt.:cl and s lm t 

repcatqlJy. Sumltime~ a hand was seen to touch the book; snmctimcs it appl·a rcd to open ;tnd 

shut :tlonc. 1 n any casct th ~.: hands \Yere not 1\Jr. Eglininn's hands, as is pro\-cd below :

" \ Vc, the nndcrsigneJt entered the cabinet in which 1\h·. Eglin ton was sea ted, exn min <'d the 

sewing which secured the nwdium's hands Lehind hi s hack, and fnnnd it int:-tct. lmll!tdt'alt'b• 

lnfort· and f~(!tr this cxtlminati•m vnrinus phenomena occurred, and hand s were ex hibited at the 

aperture of the cabinet. (Signed), ~IA lOON CoLLINGWOOD; E i'll.l\IELINF Cou.l l\G\\'Ot~P." 

1\ mnngst thn:-;e prl'scnt were 1\Irs. Fitzgerald, Captain J amt;;;, 1\1 r. R. p ,_·nrt·e, Signor Pizzi, 

~ l r. J. Sp;IJTtl\\', 1\ l r:-;. Lt·wis, ~ J r. 1. F. Collingwood, l\ li ss E. Collingwoncl , l\li ss ..:\. 1\1. Cnllil1 g·\\'ocld, 

Dr. C. Cartt-r Bl;-~kl', 1\Jr. r>. ,,~ it zgerald , on behalf of the St'l7JI(C cnmmit tt:L' ni the N:lt iuna l 

... \:->sociati1t1l of Spiritualists, and f\ f i"s Kislingbury. All concurr('d in lhc \'enlict of ··quite 
sa t i ;:,f;1rtc )J''j' .'' 

I h<lYc_ ttnly space l~ ll· illltttllcr case. 1t i~ rdateJ hy Dr. Carter Bl~k~·, and is .:.; pccially 
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~onlilliH'd hy l\ lr. 1\ . • \. l\ l.1y. It tHXIlrrcd ill the dD~c.; nl' tlw.;;t• _,,.{lit·· ... , .It a IIJ('d:ng 

\\'hich \\'41~ dcn•tcd tn the n·pctition of C':Xp('rim<'llts pn_·\· inu~I.Y cnndllctt'd. I lr. Blak<· ~:lys :

,The medium's hands wen· firmly ~l'\\'11 tn hi.s trouser~· knee~, and plarC'd out:-:id•· the c11rt:1in 

in \'iew of all the compa ny. J\ftcr a ~hnrt time, the \'oicc of 'Joey' hcillg' l!, ·;ud, h:md s \n I'<' 

shn\\·n :1t the aperture abn\·e the lc\'cl of tl1e medium's hands wldrh \H re sti ll in dr\\', ;md 

a hand w:1s projected to n di ~tatH'e of 111nrc than eight inches from the li111its of the nwdium·~ 

elbow~: it llln \·cd the <' urtnin forcibly, and ~ubscqucntly rolled it up from the Clll'llCr towardc; 

1\ l r. Fglinton, shnwiug- nothing bc. .. hind the' rurtain. \Yith penni~sitlll 1, who \\ ac:; sitti ng at tlw 

<••rw·r pf thr cabinet, tn 1\Ir. Eglilltnn'c; left, pl:l.ced my hand thC'n i11, whc n it wac; cla~J <-d h~ 

an I)J ,_ir·d re~cmhling- t\\'(l llngen; and a th11mh, the ann11lu::. :~nd minimn~ tingc·r.:. hc·ing ah'-=c'llt. 

IIH 1: tnd \ \'i\S di~tinctly a n~[!,hl han d. Th e· curta in !wing again dr:l\nl l11\\':1rd~ the· 111< di11m, I 

d; tinc-tly ~aw :1 \\'hnlc right lwnd !yin~ trans\·c·r~cly ~CTnc::~ :\1 r. Eglin ton'~ fc•tT:ll'll'. ,\ l;tcly th<"ll 

I ' Jil • 11 ' •' til l Cahind and c:;lat<·d t n 111{ that ~he C:.:l,\\ a hand projCCtl·d in ;111 t!p\\'ct\'d tli!'lCtie~ll rroll\ 

\lr. l ··~ li1 1tnn'~ kntT~. l>11rin~ that time, hnntl...; \\'en' C:.I'H'I:ll ti 11w~ fr('t·ly )ll ••.ic•c tt·cl fr,,m tht' 

.tpc rtlll<'. 1\ t the SCC011cl part nf thl ..... /tlJICf' 1\lr. l~g)inton's handc; \\'C'I'C ~<'\\'11 bc·hi11d hi~ hack to 

l1i'-' c 11;tt. Tile ' Oxford chime~ ' hc·ing placed on hi~ knee, a nd a book pla1·rd on tlwm, the 

ft.;,-,,. of the hook \\'ere e.,ftcn liftf'd, on one orcasion :1 hand !wing seC'n lift in~ the cm·cr ;.ml 

lc·a, c ..... of the hook in fro1lt nf th e medium, <tiH.l with the curtainc; tightly drawn and pinned 

lwl\\'1 c '1 his mou th nnd the book. T he .c:.t'antt s;hortly aflcr\\'ards broke up, lcadng 11pon the 

mind~· of th e \·is itors the co n\'i ctinn that the rxperiment (prc\' in11s ly witnc~~cd through l\ Ir. 

l ·:~ li nt• •n's mediumship) of sho\\'ing two \'i ~i hl< · and t:1ngihlc hand~. 011<'' hf'ing !Jj .., n\\'11 and nnc 

lwi 11 g ..... imilar to his own, had been 

Fr w, rxrcpt the hypercritir:1l, 

l'ht: mc· thods were ~oun d, and the 

\\'1'1'1' in many inc;tancrs repc~tcd, 

a~;1i11 al su h~C'CJtH'IIt mrc ·ting~. 

\\·c!J and exactly repented." 

w iII he <.lispn~cd to CJliCstinn 

rc •c;nlt'-> dn not ITSt IIJW•Il :1 

:~nd l'l"Sil lt~ nhtainccl at flllC 

the \'a lue (' f ~uch n· ide '11 C(', 

c; j 11gl e c·xpc rimc'lll. The r.,rts 
St'flll(t' HT11ivcl c •\' <' r and ti\'CI' 
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T intervals~ during the progress of these sittings for ex perimental research, 

l\1 r. Eg-linvm vi s ited various prnvincial t«)Wns, g iving seances with more or 

k~s SlH.xes~. In J\lay, 187G, he went tt> 1\J:mt:hestcr, causing a gcH.H.l de;d of 

contro\'e rsy a nd promoting inquiry. The fo11owing month S outhscn was 

Yisit..::J, rem:1rkablc phenomena occurring in his presence whilst there . The 

results were recorded in the spiritual a nd local press a t the time by t he 

Rev. T. Coll<:y (now A rchdeacon Colley). On one occasion (!:3p/rituah~t, J un e 2nd, 1 876), 

he says of the lc\'itation of solid ohjecls in the light :-' 4 We have just had a rem:1rkable 

s itting with J\1r. Eglinton, round a very small table, in light sullicient to see one a nother, nur 

hand~ in Yicw. Our circlL! was composed of three lad ies, a clergyman, anJ a nH:clicnl gentleman. 

Tlte din.:d voice of 1 J oey, ' the spirit, spoke to us, and a spectral hand was seen to take ttp 

a roll of paper and float i t a bout, touching one and another, nnd afterwards to tak(• it out of 

the c irdl', and !tot it f.1ll (Ill the dining-table. Then it was s uddenly snatched up, anJ lightJ:y 

( ehast i~ed ' u:-;, s tartling us not a littl e, for it was a strange s ight to sec nn inan iutat<.: object 

hd~tt\'ing in s11ch a way ; Lhe mcclium's hands were in full dew on the tahlt:. The 111\l .S icn~ 

ho~ \\';I~ k\·i tntt-tl a litt le. The nh.:dium was next entranced, nn<l ca rried oy inYisiiJ)c power 

f i \'L' l . the l:J L) l' ~L'\'e ral tl l lH'S 1 the heel s (1f his OOOtS being maJe to touch the head of tttlr 

Jll ccli~"a l frit'nd. Tht:n he was taken tn the fllrth<:r C'nd (,f t he d ining-rnum, and finally , :t ft<T 

!H' i ll g tilkd ; tl~< >tl l ;1 s a ti ling n f 11n Wl'ight w1wt<:\'l·r, \\'(IS dqlu~i tL'd q11ictly in lai:.; 'lt;tir. It 

, \\' (1:-) i l ~Lr:11 1gc· lll ; ttl('l" to witnes~. :1 1H1 made ti S fearful lc5t the po\\·er :::. huuld fai l, an d th<: 
llH.·d j lllll I~JII. " 

Tlh' nwdicn l gcntk!llall J'L·Iernd to is nr. 1\l,dcolm, nnd at nn<..: ,,f the }'('(('Ill Cnn\'<.:rsnziunc::; 

o f the l.ondun !:-)piriiiJa lisL ;\ lli<IJH:t', after nn intt:n·aJ (!r nine yc:1rs
1 

l\ lr. Eglin ton wn s mw:h 

grr~ tifl,·d t o learn rrulll l\ Irs. Ma k ulm lh:1t tht·ir <.:Xpl' ricnce a t this t ime lwd Lc< 'll the llH:an s 

of C(I J1 \'l· rtin g: t l1c lll l t ) a h<" lic f which had been tcnaeiuusly hdd cv<: r since. " Ca::;t thy brt ·nd 

upon Lhe \\'att ·rs, nnd it s hall r<:turn t 1) yoll ;)ftcr many days," ll:1 s Leen the ex perience (I f 
the s ul>jcct n!' lny narrati\·e as n ... ·gnrds hundreds with witt l ln he has, a t vm·j( ,us times, c(lmc Ill 

C< •nlact. 

1\ fk r ;1 l ~t· :t \' '' S t';ls"n ~~r hard work hL· t!lu k n wd i-L·nrncd rc:-. t I \\. ·· 1· 1 1 J Ill l re t'S t c •I '- lit;' a )h . 

Glling t1 1l tu Plymouth 111 <l pruf<.:ssiuna) capat:ityt he gm·c s/anas t~•r 11pwa rd ~ nf thn:«..: 
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\\'<·ek!-i with the ~ !1l (l..; t prn ll ll liiH'nl ~UC<:t•;.;;-;, " l'dc-r 'I an·y,'' the \\'(' 11-kn• •\\'ll \\', .q or Engl;md 

CtHTl'Spolldcnt, Whn !J~d IJccc-ll ll C :t <.'11 11\'l'l' l at ll ll C nr tJH' e .ll l it:l' s itt ing:->, \\Tt•l•• in til•· /1 ~ ··../l'J'IJ 

,~ l/orn/u.~· .i\ 'riC'S nf July :::!~ tiJ, I S;o, that, al thllugh '1 g'n:,lt dil'tc'l' t' llt'l.' 11 1' npi11ir111 prn·,tikd ;1 ~ 

l11 tlw ca11~c (II' these wnndc rl'ul lll;tllil't·s tatinns, :wd Slllllc talkl·d \'.1:-,:llt · ly :tiHltll t' • lJljtll i 11g :n 1d 
wires, a ll \\'\ ' rt : h11U11d ln adntil that they c••u ld 11ut p.,ss ib1_y li nd ar 1y c lue l11 llw ' tr icks.' 

If 1\Jr. l·:glintnll is a cr mjurer, he i ~ HIUh Htbkd ly tl ll C or l ite \'t' l'.)' ck•\t 'l'l"··t \'Vho 

l' \t r lin·d. I\laskvlyltl' and t'llo k :1rc 11ot a pak iJ up() 11 ~l r. 1-:g lintc,n. l'hc· l·:gy pti:lll 

l bll ,., p .. sun~ of Spiriluali-; 111 is ttlc rc dJi ld's pl.1y cotupared with wha t we wil11csscJ ." 

A lo11g ('ditorial !'(' port t~r his ~·nmas was in sc rtt.:d in the /J('l'OIIf'orl Jndr·f'r'lld,·ut, and 

,·aq -.;,·· 1 lllHI ' h di scll s!:> ion lr(IIJI their sc11 s~ti onal c haracte r. .\t t he:;c Ritl i ngs he lt:HI the pka~u rc 

11 1 lit • • ling lhe 1\.vv. T. J.,· Jllflll1 a gc n t lcllla ll \\' ho ba~ s in ce ta ke n a mn..;t arti\l~ intl'n:"'t in 

l I,. 11lnvcmcnt in tltc \ Vr ·st of England. 

~. dta~h in Cnrn \\'cdl was tile next req ing-place. Sui iin'-> \H:re g1\·e11 a l the hnmw cd l\l r. 

,-;,, , 11 , the fri c11d a nd co~tdjutor ol 1\lr. Drunell, the f~ltwu ~ c nginu: r. The fi,rm•_·r had hn1g 

Ltt·r·n .L Spi1 itua1is t, ~nd used to oGtaitt po\\·crful ph,ysical ph t: ll tl llH.: na in h is 11\\'ll fau1ily. 

\t Torquay he \\':tS C'l1ll'rta ined by l\lL Glynn, of ,\hbcy l{ .. ad, nne o f the kim.lcs t-lteartcd 

',r nwn, :1nd an old a nd s incere S piri tu;1li s t, who passed a\\':t)' in 1 l"7~. deeply n.:g rd lcd. I lis 

d;tu•:,htct·, l\1 iss Glynn, r eoordcu in the Jltdmm the resulls o bta in ' d a t the sr(rllet.'.o.; hl·hl in her 

f'.rtlwr ' -; lwusc, the mos t nu tcwortlly fc~ture uf these being, perhap-;, the tlrst ins tan ce (If "dire ct 

\\1 i t i 1 1 ~ " produced in s ight uf a ll the s itte rs. ln the .Jicdtion of St•pt<:mlw r I ~ t . 1 ~76, occurs 

t lw r .. H(lwing fr om l\li ss Cly nn' s pe n :-" \Vc impuscd the same condit io ns as la s t t inw, \'L:., 

IJ , ldi rtg 1\Ir. EglintOI1 1
S h~ ncls firmly, ;t nd turning the light diJ\\'11 so as tu cnabk us to sec 

• lilt' another dis tin ctly. \Ve had sat some li\·e or ten nlinutes whe11 ~0111 cLh i ug- S<.:cnH.·d to 

t:tl:· · up the pencil and begin writing. \\ hich COIIlinucd fnr fi\ ·e o r s1x mi tn1tes. ' I he paper 

\\· a~ nftcr\\'a rds put into my h~ncl :-::. 1 a11d on looking at il, I tnum l tha t I ltc s l1 ed of p;1pcr 

('L'nta incd s ix \'Crscs (If poetry, descripti ve o f my departure from hom e ( I wa s a bout tu k~\'e 

l t••nl(' ). This poetry was written, as I be fo re s ta ted, i1 pencil, berore llllr \Try {'yes , a nd the 

\Hiti ng is so small that unly one \\'ho has guod cyc~ ight c.1n read it. ..-\t till: bottom w~1s 

a funl-no le, \\'ritten by • J oey ' (o ne cJ.nn ot mis take h is writing), wi th the \\'ords , • T o Nell ie 

n n !wr de parture from ho me '-a11d in the corner was a portrait in pencil o f • J oey.'" 

1\ liss Glynn al so gives :t charartcri s tic accnunt or the 111atcri:disatinll phl ' ll Oill t ' l l ;t thl' ll (I('CI II'

IIIIt; through T\ l r. Eglinton's mediums hip. She say s (.llt'dium , 1\u gu::s t 25 th, l ~j6) :--<~ l ~t t c 11dn l 

l• ,, ,. ,. three s6mccs at some friends' houses, a nd was greatly impres sed \\'ith the ex traord inary 

ph< 11 ·me n a, but still 1 did not feel thoroughly satis fied until I had a sitting a l r rur <J\\' Il house. 

l' hl· .' c·ancr on the e vcnmg itl questio n w~s attended by my fathe r, l> rnthcr, l'r it·tttl, and st..!( 

(no t S pirituali s ts). \Ve sat round a small table, j oining hand~, and the lig h L was turned down 

l(l\\ . 1\lmos t immediately \\'C heard lo ud raps all O\'e r the room , in ans wer tn ' lu cstio ns pu t 

' '·'" u -. l\fr. Eglinton hy this time becam e uncon scious (or i11 a trance s latl:). \ Vc h~td not 

~;1 ! ;t hove fh·e minutes before \\'e heard 'Joey' s peaking in the direct \'n ice, b 11 L as Yet, to 

"'Y m ind, tlti s is a doubtful m:tnifcstati on, which I m ust irn·estigatc fur t her hefurc believing. 

N~~ t t hat I cast any d0ubts upon Lhe voice, but whe the r he speaks th r(Jugh i\ lr. Eglinto u 

· '' q o t canno t a s y t.: t dete rmine. Fo llo wing the voice , we we re s uddetJI.Y s tartled and not 

:1 l i ttl e alllazcd b.Y see ing a s had•) \\')' fo rm pass between Mr. Egl intr>ll and my~clf. !\l y l':tt he r 
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t~nwying by the npJ><..::lrance <tnd features nf thl· s pirit that it wa s his decea::;ed mutller, askeJ 

if it was so, and the immediate reply was 'Yes,' hy three raps o n the fl oor. \Vhibt she 

was 111 full \·iew of us, annthcr and ~mallcr form came between the o ther spirit-form and 

my::>df, who111 I immediately rccognbcd by questions which l a:skeJ him, and which 1 a fte r

wards saw was a brother whom I had lo:st twel ve o r thirteen years ago. Now, st:eing these 

two f.>rm!::i \\'ith l\1r. Eglinton l>y my s ide, and his hands being held a] so, was most con vincing 

to my mind, fur the conditions unde r which Mr. Eglinton sat uttetly precluded th t: idea of 

any trickery 01 conjuring on his part. T o see and recognise two of my <.lcarcst rdatives, 

whnm J had thought ne \·t:r aga in to see in this Jife, was natu rally touching to me, and J 

lwnestly aftlnn that my sceptic ism at this point entirdy vanislH.:d. The Corms faded frum our 

view, and all wa s quic.:tncss fur some few minutes . \Ve wen: s tartled from ou r le thargy by 

hearing lht: nob!t: and manly , ·oice o f l:VIr. Eglinton's chie f guide 'Ernest.' I lc took up the 

tube and spoke in a most impressive m a nner through it, coming round to each of us, a nd 

gi,·illg us an cxn:lh.:nt addn.':,S and splendid advice a s to unr future conduct in this li fe. " 

These experience::> wen.: abo repea led on . other occasions. 

In l'unr:.cqucnce uf these and o ther equally ~ncccssful ~tanres, public opinion wa::; mu ch 

a rutr::)Cd in opposition ; so much so, indeed, that the l0ca l clergy felt it to be their duty to 

warn their congregations aga inst th l: \\'ilcs and s nares laid for thl:m L>y the de\' il tb r~ugh his 

vicegerent, Mr. Eglinton. The usua l result followed. Defenders sprang up ; inquiry was 

pro moted ; and an impetus given to Spiritualism no t o the rwjsc pos!)ibJe. 

Rdurning to London for a time to resume the Blackburn seances, he1 in October, went 

to I\l crthyr Tydvil. S eances were giYe n at the residences of inquirers, amo ngs t whom was 

I\lr. J. T. Docton, :!, H igh Str eet. This gentleman sent a long report to the Aledium, from 

which the following is ext racted :-11 The next form to appear wns that o f a lady. She,; 

a nnou nced h erself as being • Mrs Eg linton,' the mother of the meJ ium, and in soft bnt 

impressive accents she thankt:d my wife for the care and kindnc!:ls she had shown to hc1 · 

son. \ \ 'i th a ' God bless you ' sht wished us atlieu, and retired lo the CClbinet ; and it was 

thcn we experienced the beauty of s pirit communion, fo r we heard the mother invoking in 

sol~:mn pntycr hea\'en's choice!:lt lJlcssing a nJ gu ida nce over her (Lhcn) entranced sun. The 

next form to appear was that uf a man at least ti vc feet ten in ches in height, and of a \'c ry 

powerful Luild. li e came towards u s with a quick a nd heavy step, so hea\·y that the fl oor 

s hook with hi !:l tread. '\Vhy, thb is Captain I larding ; we knew him well,' was the in;:;tan

tancou:s and common expre:,~ ion of a ll the s itters, to which exclamation he gave his ass<.:nt Ly 

three loud raps wi th his kn uckles on the table. lIe gave a hea rty shake of the ha nd to 

one of the company, and then le ft us. Directly he had reached the cabinet he ~ang o ut, 

in a voice like thunde r, 'Eight Lells, Docton,' addressing my brother. This matcriali~ation 
was a very renwrkabk one, fo r it was beautifully complete, tall, powerful,-majestic in appear

a nce, its features distinct anJ lit~-1ike, a nd conseque ntly was ins tantly recog nised, and, as a 

test, was !:latbfiH:tury, for the :,onH.:what s tah.: ins inuations of the sceptics tha t matcrialisa tions 

an.: unly 'make-ups' of thl: medium will avai l no thing in this case. l\Jr. Eg lin t(•ll being 

scarcely ll\'1.: fct:t !)C\'en inches in height, it wou)J be sonwwhat difJicu lt fur him to incre<t::>e hi!:l 
height al fc<t~l thrt.:c iuche:;, and e\'t:l1 When that i~ d one he lllLt ::>t burruW a f~ICC a nd heaJ 

of ~OlHe UllC before ht: Cou)d have UL'ell fCCugni:,cJ in (1 g-000 light the in !::)tall t fte Clll l: rged 
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rr<•lll tltc cal>il!d :ts Cnpt:-till 11:-trd ittg, a !ll;!ll whlllll I aiJd oliH·rs nf tlw ('()IJij>:tll} lt;H} knn\\'11 
r ,, 
tnr years. 

I kr<', ;1s in otltc1· places, a good deal of lt)t('re~.:;t w:ts :-~roused, the I /', ·shTII Jllt11l puhlic.;h

ing amc•ngst its reports a long and fair article, Cl1 tilkd II A Cave or l\ Jy"-tcry al l\ Jcrthyr." 

Swansea was thr 11ex t place chnsen, and s uccess was also attained here, l>ttl it was accom

panied with end less abuse. The Slntle case was the n being tried nnd popul:tr fcdiug- ran high. 

From Swansea he returned to Lo11dnn for furth e•· s61Jiccs with the B. N.,\.S. In n 

report nf a counci l meet ing which appeared 111 the /Ju/(t• Tclrgraj>h ol October 10th, 1 ~it), 

it is stait'd that H the Scil·ntific I ~u.;cnrch Ctlllllllittcr had obtained dircTt ~J>iril writi111Y 1111d• r 
:"'> 

nhsolu k tes t conditions through the llH.:diumsiJip of 1\lr. \V. Eglinlo11:' 

1\ \· is it to 1\b l\'crn ensned, his ad\·ent nt th is place giving ri:;e tn much oppositinn :111<1 

criti1·i:-'I'J. The editor of the 11fah•trn i\ 'nPs, in a long article of two columns, ga\·e nn impartial 

(HTntltll of so111c s triking phenome l\a he had witnessed, subsequently dealing with the question 

i11 a lnng leader plending for free inquiry. 

It was during th is his fir~t \·isit to l\1al\'ern that he mel under llu: fc)IJowing some

'\ h<tt pnulinr circumstances, 1\l rs. 1\ lary s. G. Nichols. 1\Irs. \\'ill~c s, authoress of II ur of 

tl w ( 'll.ddecs," atH.l an old fri end pf l\1 r. Eglinton's, was stayi ng wit II 1\l r:-;. Nichol~ at the 

li IIH'. nut aS they \VCl'e · nil vegctnrians his friend WaS hard\y in a po~ition to t'lllertnin 

hi111. II< r des ire to sec him, however, overcame her scruples, and, smuggling him in, a \'t•ry 

J•l•·as;llll day wns spnH, he being rcgnled with good things not a ltog<:t her in the on.kr of 

\'q.!dari~tJtism. 1\lrs. Nichols, \\'ho ha d known of f\ l r. Eglinton's presen< c in f\ lnh·ern, hearing 

cd his d.:; it from the sen-nnts, sen t for· him late the same C\'Cning, and her nrcptnintancc 

as \\Til :1s that o f Dr. Nicho ls, was made d ose upon midnight. \Vriting of this int<'rcnurc;e 

~l11d their s ubsequent friends hip, 1\I r. Eglinton says :- 11 llcr kind greeting nnd ~ympathy \\'ith 

my wor], nttacheu me Ycry much to he r, and from that moment I found the tnwst nnd best 

It it ncl 1 c\'er hnd in my l ife. S he was a mother in \'ery llllmc to Illl'. Tu lwr I consider 

I .1\n· tltc f11U1H.lation of whatever there is of .good in Ill<'. I 1cr lll•llll<'rly r;nT nnd g11iding 

h;lttd, d111 ing n resiJcncc with her of over· six years , :111<! nn intinJCIC)' ll t\'tr one(' broken uf 

cn·('r c:ight years , w hich las te d up to the d ay o f her pas!-'ing awny, IH.:ing \'cry c:;suttial nt 

thi"' 1u·rind when 1 \\'ns just entering upon manhno<.l. ll cr $;pkndid qunlitic~ ,,f mind, h<'r 

l>r·u:rtlrwc;:; of o pinio n, he r large11ess of heart, and, abo,·c nll, her <'harity- J ha\'<' frl'quently 

kn(l\\·n hu to g ive her las t penny to those in nce<.l-endcarccl her to t'\'cry one \\'ith \\'hom 

s he came m co11tact. S he \\'llS a great sufferer during the latter period of her lif<·, 

having broken he r leg m 1 SSo, which was ne,·er properly set, the broken edges causing

exquisit e agony ; in addition to which s he was su ffering from an inte1 nnl complaint nf whirh 

not e\'en her llu s bnnd knew. Only I knew how much s h e sufft'rcd, and whnt she enclurrd. 

After an imme n sely use ful life s he passed away pcncefully ()Il the mt}l'lling of l\ lay 30th, 18S.,f, 

a ud Dr. Nichols and I were the sole mourners at her burial 01 1 Jun<' Jrd, 1 8S~~.'' 

In Sqltember, l\lr. Eglinto n rccei\'e u a very cordinl invitation from the Oromase Sori<·ly 

of Spi1 itualjsts at the I Iague to pay the m n le ngthened Yisit; and arrangC"ments l1cing linally 

made, he a rrivcu there on the 29th Octo ber, and ga\'c his Hrst slana on the 30th. f\1. de 

Bou rbo n (who claims to be th e son of the Dauphin s upposed to ha\'(' died in tit<· I\ mpl(·, 

a nd the refore kgnl hdr to the F rench throne) reports in the ;l!cdt'um (N t•H.:mbt r Juth, f~il>) :-

3 
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" l\ l r. \V. Eg lintnn ha!:i arri ved~ and ha s nwde a good i.npres:-;io n. " 1\Jr. :\ . J. H.il,u, 

w ho lw::; d1111e so muc h to promote the cause of Spiritualis m in ll o lla nd 1 fa\·o ural>ly n .: portt..:d 

u pon these St,.auas, whicl1 were atte nded by the l lik o f Dutch SOL'ie ty. On the 7th No \'e mber 

he W<.:nt tu Leyden U niver s ity, and ga ve n most wonderful s ittin g to th <.: students there : 

their d L'monstra t ions afte r the s uccess will long be remembered. l le nex t went to Arnlwim, 

but he had nu t s uch good result s a s at o ther s ittings ; the inte nse ex citcme 11t the Slade 

tria l was e verywhere caus ing u nfa \'oura bly influ<;ncing the r equisite harmonio us conditio n ::;. 

On his ret urn to Londo n from the C ontine nt a series o f non-pro fessional s/anrcs were com111en ced 

a l tlw house or I\lrs. l\lacdougal Gregory . This was in January] [ 877· These ga therings Wl.!re 

<lttcndcd by S ir Pat r ick and Lady Colquho un, Lord Borthwick, Lady Jenkinson, th e Rev. I\laurice 

I )a\'ies, I ).I)., Lady .\rchibaltl CampbeH, Dr. Allmann, Sir \Villiam F a irfax, Lord and Lady l\ lount

T emple, G <.! ne ra f Bre ws ter, Sir G~rne t (now Lord) and Lady \Vo lselcy , Lord and La<ly A \'omno re, 

ProfcSSOl" Dlackie, a nd ma ny o th er s ; indeed, the little picd- (1-tcrrc orr Park Lane beca me a well

known resl) rt nf dis tinguis he d me mbers of society , and a centre fro m which was uiffusc<..l a knuw

led~e uf Spirit ua lism a mo ngst the highest in the land. 

1\ l r. \V. 11. !Iarriso n describes one nf these s~.·(mccs in the .SjJJiituaiJ:.;,t fo r Fchrii;Lry 2Jnl, 

1 ~77 :-'' La~t 1\l on<..lay eveni 11g ten or twelve friends sa t rou11d a bt·ge circular tabh.: , with their 

ha nds juincd, unde r w hic h conditio ns , Mr. \V. Egliuto n, the medium, w as he lJ o n Lo th sidet~. 
There were no nthcr persons in the r oom than those seate<..l at the table. 1\n ex piring fire ga\· ·~ 

a dim lig ht, permitting o nly the outlines of objects to be vis ible. Th<.: medium sat at that part 

or the t ~bk which W ZIS nean:st to th e 11re, consequently his back \\'as to the light. A form, ( >f 
the full prnportions uf a l}) ( lJ), rose s lowly fro m the noo r to about the level o f l.he edge of tlte 

table; it was ab<,ut n foot behind the right elbow of the medium. The othe r nea rt:st s itte r w ·,ls 

l\l rs. \ Vi sema n, o f O nne S qua rc , Hays w<tter. This form was covercJ with white dr;)pe ry, L11 t 11 o 

feature~ w<.: re visibk. .t\ s it wa s close to the fin.:
1 

it cou)d be seen Jis tinctly by th,•se nenr 

it. It was ob:::.;erveJ by a ll who we re so placed that the edge o f the table o r inten·cning ~itk~ rs 
did no t cut o ff the v iew o f the form; thus it was observed by four or five persons aituge thc.: r, 

and wns not th e resu lt o f subjcdivc impressio ns . Afte r rising t t ) the k vel u l the edge of the 

ta ble, it s:t11k downward~, :wd \\'~ 1 :-:. 110 mure see n, having 

l\lr. Egli11ton w:ts in n s trang<.! house and in l·ve uing dres~ . 
which could not lla \'e been pt·oduccd by arti11cial means." 

appare ntly e xh a us ted a ll tlw po w<J r. 

J\ltogdher it was a ll.!s t mani!Cstation 

I\"li ~s C handos Leigh Trunt (gra ndda ughter o f Leigh llu11t) h itd som e i11kresting t· :-; penence~.; 
at tltis t ime, which sbc ha s fl!Cnn.kd ill the A!tdt'um. 1 >id the <.: xigc ncics or sp:H.:e a llo>\\' , there i~ 
ln lll' h in the!:ic records w hich l should like to qu o te and allude to . .~\ bare lllc lltiun, howcvc r, 

must s ullicc. Thl.!y \'er.Y pointedly i1Jt1stra te the remarkable s uperio rity o f tl1c ph~:nomena whcn 

CI•IHiitions are h:1.rnw nious, and thereby fo rm a striking co ntrast to the res ult obt ~1inctl wlu.:n these 
an..: cunspicuous o nly by their a bsen c;c. 

For a Jong time p revinu s, fic n ."e discu s~ion s had been carried o n in the s piritual press as to 

the real nature of thc::.c form-ma nifesta tio ns , some wri te rs asse rtin g that the re was n () separ~1te 
indi\"id ua lity as bet ween the lll l'dium and form. i\li\'C tn the 11cc<.:ssitics of the casL·, 1\Ir. ]·~glinton '::; 
g·uide~ were nu t s low to satis fy earnest inquir~rs, and to !::) lluw tha t wh~lkVcl· uthe r thcury might 

lw add uced wit h regard to these fnrm s1 it was clea rly prob<tl>lc that metlium a nd fo r 111 \\ t' l'L' ;
1
t 

lilll l.!':i abs trad a11d sep;tra le indi vidualities . A case in point is that recorded IJy 1 )r. Carter Hbke, 
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Ill the .ry,infllflli:l\1 or i\pr il Gth, 18jj. i\t a Sl't11Jf"l', at which were pn·~<·nt, lw~ick -.; IJim -.;l' lf, C;-~ pt;lill 
James, i\ lr . .J. F. Cnll ingwood, F.<;.s., 1\lrs. Lt•wis, 1\Jr. \V. B. 1\ J a\\ ~Cln, 1\lr. \\'. C11ll c· r, l\ lrs . nurto11 
Bllrtnn, 1\lr". T cnll}''-'11 11 Ke.: t·, :111d 1\Jr~. and 1\liss Falkiner, thi s fad was dearly dt ·mnustr:l t<"d. .. Th<' 

nwd iu m, whc• \\'or e black clothes, was plat'cd loose in the rahind, ~itting con a ch:tir, \\ith his face 

in il wt·s tcrly dir<'cti on. The cur tain s be ing dos ed, nnd the mu !=>kal box turned <•n, a I nn~ " hit<..: 

figure, n ·s t. lllbling that known as 1 i\ lH.I-it- lnh ' \\'as scc1 1 at the centn · of th<:' curtain withi11 one 

minute fr(lm the time nf the r h>si11g nf the cu rtains. After a few more minutes tlw fonn e<llnc out 

nnd \\'nlkcd intn the middle of liH.' room, <'ight times in all. T he figure termed • J oey ' th(: ll nppe:tn:d, 

:tnd ~teppccl tn t he ~ front n( the cahinet, \\here, <tfle t· rdrcnting sc n·a·nl time.", lw c:;tnt• p<·d clown to 

the grolllHI, <llHl co\"<· rcd hi :-. hl':-td with a fold o f white Jr:-tpcry. lie then rn"<' up \\'itll the hlnr k 

l>canl :J.tt:-tdl<'d to the cheeks (but ll(lt ch in ) of • 1\hcl-ti-lnh,' :wd s to"d up to a greater height tll :1 n 

that which the medium him~clf r c:tl...'hcs. J le further pick<'d up tlte light round t tL!t.: and held it 

a t an n's length nhon .! his lwnd, trying (:1bnrti\'cly) to place it on the t11p of the cabinet. ,\ftC'r 

snnH' time, a t'C'<]tt{·st wns mndc Ly a Jady anu gentlema n pr<.' !-.<'Hl that tlw mediu111 nnd 
1 J\bd-u-lnh' should be sho\\' 11 together. To this reques t 1 J oe)'' acceded; and ~uhscq uently the 

follo\\'ing c\·cnts took place: l\lr. Eglinton sitting as before, the curtains were dra\\'n, showing 

the ligurc • 1\bd-o-lah' s tanding up IH::-t r and in front or the wire screen ; and two pntdH·s nf light 

wltil'!1 111:1.)' he rcnsonably colljccttucd to ha\'e hcc n l'\'lr. Eglintnn's face nncl kft hand nt the len~l 

\\ llicll IH' wmtld ha\·c occupied if In: had been s itting in til(' chail'. Thi ~ not IJC'ing, htn\T \'er, 

p~"rli ·c·tly ckar to nil, the form 4 1\bd-ii-lah' took n s tep or t\\'n to its ()\\'ll proper right, keeping 

fit<'<' to f.tCL' with EglintonJ wh•) rose from his chair, and raised Loth his hands with \\'hnt np1wared 

111 ht• CP ilYll l s i\·c act ion. This time th ere \\'tiS no u()ubt that it really \\'as Eglint<tn standing up in 

frnnt cd, and about three ;-~11d-n-h:1lf feet outside, the cabinet opposite tn a form <·xcculin~ him~elf in 

t.:. t;ttun·. nnd drcsc;ed in wh it('. This \\'as clearly seen by nil present during an intcn ·a l c•f time \\·hich 

I · ·~ timate :lS si x minute~, anu lll whnt has belli termed I quartea· gns1ight.' Eglinton then sa t do\\'n 

in hi !-. dwir, and tlH· f\rnn 1 J\bd-u-lah' :1ppcnrcd tn \'nnish into Egl1ntnn, appearing t•• nnitl' with him 

:1 lr• •llt lite bn ·ast. I then ste pped intn the cnbinet, asr('rtaincd th:tt Eglin ton was t hon tllghly a!:- h·• ·p, 

lifted hi111 outside th <' cnl>i net, :1. nd C".xnmincd the s pot cnrcfu lly. The \'oicc called tl1:1t of 'J<xy' 

\\'; , .... ch:• ttering nrouml and about the \\'ail s of the cabinet all the time. Eglinton subsl'<JHently \\'(lkt: 

up. 1 cons ider this to have been the most remarkable st'trllC(' which I hnve seen in the presence 

of l\1 r. Eglinton, nnd to have been thoroughly conclus ive to those prcsvnt nf his non-ide ntity with 

Llw form which is called 1 J\bd-li-lnh .' lt is the more rcmnrkable, :15 on n pre\'ious occnsion 

s()mc \'e ry slight manifcs tations took place, though th e conditit,ns were s i111i lar nnd ~ati :-:- fa ctnry." 

On 1\ pril 9th, I Sjj, l\1 r . Eglint rm was in\'ited by :1 " 1\1 r. Fkming " to gi ,.e :1 srana at 22, 

Finsbury Circus. On going there he was surprised to lin<.l se\'(:rai pri<'sts. They ins is ted on 

the mos t abs urd cond itions, with the result that no phcnom<: na wlwtn·er were obtnincd. 1t was 

nftenn1rds <.li"co \·err d that this sitting had been arranged for the Rt:\' . Cano11 (~ilbe rt, who s uhst•

qucntly made it the s11bjcct of nn attnck upnn Spiritualism and I\lr. Eglint11 ll, in :1 cou r:-;<· o f ~ermou s 

preached at St. l\lnry's, f, lO(> rfields. Not pnly was he vulgarly nbusi\'e nc; n ·~anl s 1\lr. Egli11tnn 

111 pnrti~tliar, but he thunckrcd forth all the fire of his artillery ng:rins t Spiritualists nntl nwdiullls 

in general. It would be unprolitable to enter fully in tn nlJ the details he re and n• 1\ \': suffi ce it to 

sny, thnt hi s temper and methods were sn s trongly disapproved, nnd the oppnsitinn to h i--. diat ribes 

S (l prntHllllll'C:d, that se\Trnl ~crnw11s which h<.: had a nnounced to tkli\' t..: r in the S<llll L' l'oursc \\' t T c 



ahandunl'd. The congregntion of the reverend prelate proved more li bera l and just t han ti ll' pric:st 

himself. 
Thl' _.,, a/let·-; gin:n to l'allfl ll Gilln.' rt set.:m to have had a pn.:jud icial cflcct up,>n l\1 r. Eg lintcm's 

hcnlth. I k h< came ailing, and nftt.:r a short \'is it to Birmi ng ham and Kings ton, nt the former of 

which the Sl :ant.:t''i were not o f a sati sfactory character, his health finally gave \Yay, a nd culminated 

nn 1\lay 8th in a serious illness. All e ngagements had to be cnncelled , a nJ being in vi ted by Dr. a nd 

l\1 rs. Nichols tv spend the summe r at th eir pretty place at the foot of the M a l\'ern Hills, he accord

ingly le ft London for tha t town on j11nc 2nd. H e was so ill and alte red in appearance th at w hen 

md by his fri ends a t the station they fa iled to recognise him. 



Cll t\Pl'ER \'. 

R. EGLINTON'S stay at l\Jal\'ern under the hospitable rt)Of {If Dr. :-~nd 1\lrs. Nichols 

m arks n ne\v departure :-~nd ciistinct advance in tile rlwractt.:r and quality (If hi~ 
mcdiums hip. ln their pl ens<1n t horne on the hills, and under their skilful treatment, 

he soon reco\·ere<l his usual health :mcl strength. Then commenced a scnes 

of most rcmarkahle m nnifcstations. The events of this period h<1Ye been so 

rare fu lly and fully recorded by Dr. a nd l\1 rs. N ichn}s-both train<'d obscr\'ers-that I prefer 

tlwir fresh unvarnished accnunt to any second-ha nd summary that 1 might writ<·, and, then fore, 

ghT the narrative in their own words. It appeared in a series llf ktlu·.; in th~ SjJt'nlua!ist, 

l''\tl nding from j uly to O ctober, r877. 
< )n July 13th, 1877, Dr. N ichols gi\'cs c\·iclcnce as follnws :-11 Your n·aders nrc a\\'nrr that 

on the 2nd of J unt• \Villie f-:glinton rn me to Aldwyn T nwer, 1\lah·ern, \'IT)' ill. I 1<- waF> F.o much 

('han~cd hy hi~ itlnes~. that whe n I met him at the Padclingtnn st:1l ion, I did not know him till 

IK ~Jl<lke t il 111(.;. F'or two or three months he hnd not been able to sit for <lll)' man il(:st:-ttions. 

In the last week of June he lwd so far reco,·ered, th<lt we had some short but \·l'ry ~ati~fnd()ry 

c:./(zno,o:. , though the power wns soo n exh:mstcd. On .J uly 1 sl we' hnd <1 .c;,;·aua under sttwt t< Rt 

Londitions, some nccou nt of which, J think, mny be of interes t. At on r short sr·(mrr.:; tlw voiu.: 

of 'J oey ' had bc<'n litm, distinct, a1HJ loud, and there \\'t1S \'cry acutt• int<:lligcnce. To pnl\'t' thnt 

tlw \'t~icc was not that nf the nwdium, 1\lrs. Ni chols mi xed some dnrk \\.'til e with wal<·r, nnd \Villi<.-, 

lhtmgh in deep trance, filled hi s mouth full or this liquid. I turned otT the' light, and I joC')' I 

inst:mtly spoke in the bes t \ 'Oice. 1 lighted the gas and the slt'cping medium ejected the lnrgc 

mouthful of winr :tnd water into a hasin. I then covc·n•d \Vill ic'=-- lips "ith gummt·d pnpt'r, \\'ltirll 

I made nclltcre t ightly t(l bnth li ps. The \·nice ramc firm and full the mnment llw light \\':1~ 

turned nut. Quick ly tllrning llP the gns, I fou nd tlw paper quite fast, nnd ~n dri~,·d that it w:ts 

di fficu lt to rcmo,·e it. After th is we had some s latt·-writing in the usua l way. Thl'SC (.'X JWrinwnts 

were made in n s mnll room, the door locked, and no one present hut t\lrs. Nkh,,I~ :~nd myself. 

The next day we ncldcd another witness, a young officer of the English army \\\· [c)tlr sat round 

a small tahle in the light. i\ large mu~ical box was placed under lhc lahlt·. .i\lrs. Nicht>l s st·curcd 

\Villie's f(;ct, and :tll our feet were in contact. l\1rs. l':ichols held \\' illi l''~ right hand, and Licu

ten<lnt 1-- h ekl his left, nnd all out hands were joined. \\'ith feet and hands thus S•·cuted, the 

nms ical hox under the table was wound up, and playrd, and ~t()pp(·(L and playt·d :lgain :1t 11\ll' 
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I"L'<plL':-\t. .\11)' lllllllblT uf llutl:::, \\"ere s truck lltt~t \\"C a~kt·d f~H·. Fil'::. l three lluk~, tiJeH l \\'P1 

;1ncl so on, we re s truck as we rcCJuested . 

.. Next de1y we sat e1gain. The \'fliLC of ' J ol:y ' w:1s he;trd firm. and full as \\'C turn<:1..l off the 

light. it w:ts shnulta n(;otts with the darkness. After n. little conversatiou we were nlJowcd a faint 

light. l\Irs. Nichols held both \Villie's hands in her right hand; all the o ther hands were joine d. 

1 n this position, n hand appL:ared ncar to \Vi !lie, and went o\'e r to Lieute nant 1--, and touched 

him in many places; the mtts il'a) box was opelwtl. and a large slate was brought frum a cli!::ltant 

part of the r oom, a nd thrown heavily upon tile tabJe, by the s pirit hand. 

"\Vhcn the mu s ical box was being played, and s topped, as we requested, Mrs. Nichols WClS 

Clnxious to know how it was done. 1 suggested that 1 J c.rcy' stopped it, as one of ns might have 

clone, with his finger. 'Joey 1 said that on thi s occasion he did so; but he said that when the 

power was full, it was s topped by a wave of a force under his control, nnd cou ld be done as wcH 

when the box was s hut as when open. Vve have now seen various test phenomena. ln addition 

to the ~bn\'<:, in a brilliant light, and in the presence of another compde nt witness, we hnvc had 

s latc-writinfj in the usual way, and writing done under the tab1L:-covcr upon the tah1e. This 

writing WCl~ in Cr('ek, Jtalbn, and French. or these the medium knuw:-s on ly a little sl'lwol l ''r('n~h. 

!lands have been fo rmed in our s ight, when a ll 011r h~nds hm·c been j<Jincd, and we h:-~ve 

had gent]e taps :-~nd lwrcl blows from them. 'Joey' has played a good deal on n mouth organ, 
and the music is v~.:ry tine, and wou]d be creditable to any performer on this little ins trument. 

Though \Vi1Jie £glinton's hcn lth is not yet restored, he is much be tter, and in a t·easonable 

time we may hope to sec him well. As it is1 the manifestations cou]J hardly be more satis factory, 

though the st'mtcc·s arc necessarily s hort. Mrs. Nichols is making ctt rcfu l reco rds , and from time 

to time \Villie's friends s ha ll hea r of his progress in health, and o f the resu lting phe nome na. The 

pure air of l\lah·ern seems to be as favourable to producing the phenomena, as it is to the health of 

inYnlids. The very genial character of those who ha\'e taken part in the Sl:lliiCt'S, their fairness, 

and fr~t:dt) lll from theories and preconceived opinions, and their obec..liclH'C to the directions g i\'en 

hy the ~p i rit:;, all hn\·e con duced, we arc to)d by 1 J oey,' to our ha\·ing tile· most s;l tis factory n·s uhs . 

Th~~ tests we hnn~ nscd, the rhamclL'r of the phenomcn:-t, and the nature of the comnHJtli\·ations 
h:t\'<·, T hclie\·c, perfect ly :;atisliL:<l a ll the s ix persons who ha \·e nttended these st'lnrc(·s u[ the perfect 

good faith of the medium, e1nd tlw vt.:rity and importance of the manifes tation s." 

l\Irs. Nichols continues the narrative in the following letter publis hed in the Spt'nfua!ist :

,,The firs l matcria1isation s(tallcc that I e\'er attended was held in 1\'lah·e rn, with \Villie 

Eglintnn as mediu m. A cabind \Vas improvised by hanging two shawls before a \vindow recess. 

Behind these \Villie sa t in an arm-chair. \Ve had the light o f o ne candle, s haded n little by 

Dr. Nkhol~' hand. Our n11mbcr was seve n, includ ing thl: mcdium-Dr. Nichols , 1\lrs. Nic!tol:-s, 

and four uf our studu1t s, tlt L: ddest (1f whom was fifty-three, and the you ngest twc11ty-llYe. 1\ll 

seemed tu pu::.scss the true rcqui ::.i tc::; li}r ho nes t and careful inquiry. Our rclatiun to c:-.rh (.llher 
was cspeciaJiy harmonious. 

"The flr~t person who e1ppeared was an infnnt, apparL'ntly a bout two years nld. The 

curtains funned from the s hawls were apart, nnd the ch ild s tood in front o f \\'ill ie, and very 

ncar him. This fin·m soon disappeared, and ano the r ca me a nd walked f1rm1y before the curtains, 

which \\·en: now l'lo~L:<.L This w as a yuung Indian girl, who seemed a bout thirteen )'L:ars uld; 

s hl: is called 
1 

Daisy.' and is as well-known to \ Villie Eglin ton and his frie nds a::; • Joey 1 and 



'l·~llll'-;l. ' I ~a id, 1 1 \\' l·~_l t ~.It • · \\''tll l t l l'l)\l l'' ttl !Ill'.' I 'tL' r l'ttl I ' • '- \\'as S.l 111g O il Cl StH:I, a I t• I ell)ll\'Ct 

fro m thL· \\'al l. She canw to the u.t rk or the sn[a, and stnod tlwrC', :1 pn.d'usi•lll (1,. whitt: dr:q~t · ry 
falliJJg arr)Und her. She look my ha nd am.l audil>ly ki s~u l it: tl 1e h;rnd wa;-; warnr and ~nf't; 
she said in a luw, hut disti11ct Yoic, ·, 1 1 lon: you. I lo\·c the hand th:1t gi\·v~.' 

.. ller face \\'aS brnad, and her fcatttn .. ·s \H:re tiJO~C {If the Rt·d Indian or 111)' n.>lllltl y, lllany 

Of WhOIIl ] ha\'c Seen. rhe drapery had a hard feeling, though it WaS in appcal'.lllCl' diaphanOUS 

mu s lin: I felt it as di:;tinctly as possible. \\'hen ));dsy dis:q'l ><.'art·d, we \\'ere 11 qucl-\ ted to 

e., lingui~h the lig ht. \\'e did so, an d soon \\'e saw the head <1 f a man, lighte d up by .1 lamp, 

he ld umlcr the chin ; we saw nothing t)f the for111, except the head, a11d a ralhl'l' long, grey 

beard. The hcau came close to my face , and the dark l'ycs Junked s teadily i11to mine I was 

awed anti dis tressed by a sight so stra nge, and J ucggcd the per sou to go a way from nw. The 

head went to a lady on the other s ide of the room, and kissctl her fore head ; she said it 
lwlonged tn he r hus bam.l, who had bee n four years deceased. 1\l'tcr tlri !-, we \\'el e :1gain allowl'd 

our e;mdlc; it lig hted the room pre tty well. Presently the head app\!ar \!d again ull a ':>o lid

sn: miJtg fon11. The man \\'as clothed in close-fitting white trotts\!rs a nd jacket, wit h no <lraJwry; 

he went to a centre tabl e ami rno \·etl it for\\'ard, as if ln show th at he could do so, and he 

n ·m:1ined s tanding \\'ith his h;mds upon it. I lis wife sat on one s ide of the root ll, <1n(l I on 

tl11 · ''titer. J le :tgain came to nw and l<)f)kc..:d i11to my eyes, with his face \'cry ncar to mine; 

IJj.., t) es seemed to pierce me. 1 begged !tim to go away. lit: went O\'<.:r to his wife a t my 
lt'£1111''-ol, and again kissed her. After some milllllcs he went tq lhc cabinet, put asid<· the 

~ llll;•ins, enlercJ, and w e saw l1im no more. 

A day or two after thi s sc·ancc I \\·as 111 \Villie's roo111, \\'he n heard r~q >s on til L 

futniturc. I put my hand on a s mall table nca r \Villic, on whi ch he laid his hand. The 

1 :1ps ··ailed for the alphabet, and I was told that Dr. J. B. Ferguson wi shed tl) hold a Sl:ance 

\\'ith \\'i llic and lllC1 when he woultl materialise. ln his earth-life he was our n ;ry dear and 

inti ntak friend. \Ve arrangcu a St 'tl11CC as before, with two shawl~ for a caLinl'l op<~ning 

:1 ~; 1 ·n1 t a ins. 

" I had said, after th e Jlrs t st~llla, that I wishc·d to sec the mcdi um and nne of the tiHms 

~~~gd l wr. It W :lS daytime, and \\ e excluded the light, so that the 1 oo111 was pretty dark ; \\ 'l' 

<'• 'llld ,,,·c furm s dis tinctly, l1ut not features. Scum a tal l lll:tll apJwalT tl. One of the ladi e~ 

\\'ho ..,:1t IJcs idc me said site thought it \\':lS her IHts h;wd, \\'Ito was three inches o\'l' l' six i~ ·c t 

ill IJ, ig ht in hi~ lifetime. She had never seen matcrialisation s, a11d the dim light made her 

Ulll'l rt:,i n o f the ide ntity, thottgh the form was like. On the e.xpressinn of her doubt, the 

1• •1'111 ~· osscd the room to a fron t windo\\'; he raised the curtain, and h t th e.: light of day fall 

f'u l1 rq 111 him ; lhL wife recognised him perfectly, and \Vt; \\'ere all Llltircly sa lisliul. .t\l'te r 

thu ~ ~howing himsdf, and Lo\\'ing graceful ly se\·eral times, he s tood in front of us, and s lowly 

dcmale rialiscd, till there remained ahout twelve inches above hi s fee t; thi s st:cnH.:d lo ~nnp 

out at once, and ::til was gone. 

" \ V e were now allo\\'cd 1 igllt e no ugh to sec tlte forms well. ' I IH.:n: was a Ilea\')' cu1tre 

table ami ca~y chair bcf(Jre Lhc sof.1 on which I sat, uclwc<.:n t\\' L) ladies. 1\ly friend. I >r. 

Ferg usou, now appc.:nn.: d, i11 <.:~"\actly !tis ow n form an d manner-a talJ, bro~t<.l - t lll·stt:d ma11, 

very 1 -rcct and quicl.;, anJ forcible in movement. I Ic took up a largL· muska I bu.x, wnuml 

it up, ~md l<titl it duwn hca\·ily ; he then moved the \'cry heavy table away li·om before the 



:sul~1, and drc\\' a lll:;J.\'Y arm-chair up in front of me. llc !:iat duwn in it, so ncar that he 

almost touched me. E\'cry lllO\'clllent wns in his own old manner. I Tc has been in the 

spirit \\'orld s ix yvars. lie tnnk Ill)' hand, but l felt su re he cou]d 110t speak. lie was 
the dc~11· friend of uur daughter, who passed a way nearly t\vclve years s i nee, whe n ht.: was in this 

country with the l la\'enport Brothers and Mr. Fay. 

" I said, 1 l)r. Ferguson, is \Villie here? ' (nur daughter's name was \Vilhdmina, but 

we always called her \Villic). I lc rose, and went towards the cabinet, rapped three times, and 

disappeared. Our daughter came forward from the place where he cl isappearcd, a slight girl 

clothed in white, her golden hair Howing over her s hou lders. She crossed the room, came close 

to me, and knelt before me; s he took my hand, and audibly kisscJ it. She remained a li ttle 

time kn~eling, then rose, and went towards the cabinet and disappeared. 
11 'Joey,' now ca me, and t ook a musical box and wound it up; he mack it go, t1nd s top, 

at the word ~~r cummt1nd. lie talked volubly; he put the mus ical box in my ]np, and kissed 

the tup of my he-ad; he passed from one to anoth{.;r, with cheerful words for all. After a time 

the power became less, from the swi nging open of the curtains of the impro\'ised ct1Li net. 

'Joey' said, · I want a pin.' I r c looked about the room, and found a box of pins on the 

mante1-shelf; he took one, remarking that he might not have power to pin the shawls 

together; he, h owever, succeeded, s tilJ holding the box of pins in his hand. 1 I must put 

this back again,' he said ; 4 a place for everything, and everything in its place. l li ke 

to sec things tidy.' I l e crossed the room, and la id the pin-box on the mantel-shelf. H e then 

disappeared, and the sonorous voice of ' Ernest' was heard S!lying, ' Mrs. Nichols , you said 

you would like to sec a form and our medium at the same time.' 1 I did say so,' I replied, 

'Lut 1 have seen enough not to need such a test.' 'But we wish to give it,' said 'Ernest.' 

After a brief interval the medium came from behind the curtains, and stood before us, 

with a slight girl form beside him, that we were told \Vas the young Indian girl 'Daisy.' 

This was the las t manifestation of the evening." 

The next l wo letters are by Dr. N icho)s :-

"As the h ealth of \Vi1lie Eglin ton improves, the 1 power' for manifestations seems to 

mcrease. But, until his health is firmly established, his 'guidc:s' firmly refuse to enlarge the 

circ1c, and rarely aJmit !lny one outs ide our family, even of the inmates of A ldwyn Tower, 

without dne probation and preparation. 'Joey' is peremptory. H e watches over the di c-: t, 

regimen, treatment, morals, and manners of those under his charge with fidelity and discretion. 

"All our st'cma.:s are under test conditions. They are held m a small upper room in 

my own house, with its one door locked, and its one window, thirty feet from the ground, 

fastened. The number of persons present never exceeds six, all of whom I know intimately. 

I know pretty accurately what can be done by sleight of hand, ventriloquism, ' palmis try or 

otherwise.' 
4

' 1 t is clear that darkness IS not dark to 1 J oey .' To prove this, he proposed that 1 

shou ld draw something on paper for him to cu t out. J drew on a small piece of paper an 
obelisk on it!::l pedes tal, and wrote on it, ' Sa(red to the Memory of ll Joey,"' and placed it, with 

a pnir of scissors, on the mantdpiect:'. \:Vhilc all hands were j oined, we heard him hy the 

fire-place cutting wit h the scissors. l Ic said, 'There, l have partly cut out my monument; 

1 will finish it some other time.' In the perfect darkness he had followed the outline auout 







l\\"ll-lhird-- or Lllc· "·~·Y· It \\";! S k-fl 11]1 tiJc• lll:lllklpi< ·c"( " l.a:-.t lli:.:_!1L IH said, I :'\<c\\, cl•wlc•t, 

I \\il l li11i :·d1 lll_\" 1111111\llll cnt. ' • Dut till n · arc 11•1 !-'t"l=-'"PI"~ in tlu I"PPIII,' ..::tid !""lt1c' ••II('. 'Nc.·\'' r 

111ind,' =--:rid '.l'w).' ' I \\illll"d a p.lit.' .\ th·r a f<\r IIJ(Inwnts I hc:H'd til(' di.-l,in~ or st·i='"'"rs; 

tht·n he l':liiH'. ~1 ntl ~•ft c1 pr<'s~mg ll1Y hand t\\' (1 ur tinT<: ti111es "ith hi ~ li11gt rs, he plll the 

littk paper, ;ttHI n l;1rgc p~1ir (1f sr i ~<;;.<·rs , into m_y hn11d. \\'hen \\C g(A a li uh t I f~)und ti H' wl1nl<: 
- " b 

outline llt·atly rut nut : tlw pkc< ·s (If p:q'cr <.'ti t nil' were lying o 11 the earpd l( •ur f<Tl in front 

uf Ill)' CIJ:tir, t!lld the sd ssor -.; \\'LI'L' a pair kcpl ill a b11.X in a h( ·dr<lttlll 01 1 t)w S.IIIH' fluor. 

I cannol ab~ulu ll'ly ;tfllrm that the sn..:sors \\'<'n: nul i1 1 tlw r nn111 ; h11t tlwre i:-; nn do11l, t 

that lh(' cuttin g P ill or lhc llltlii\111H'1ll \\a..: donv in twrfl'd da rk m·~...;, l"<tr I had ~('C' ll it 1111 

tilL' lll anlt ·lpit·c·<· partly dtlll<' , ju ~ t IK.fl ,n · tht~ light \\'as (• x lingui~ lll ·t l. 1 t i ~ ,., rt :1 i11 al~~~ that 

the p;qx.:r ;md sf' i '-'sor~ bad l>tTil plnn·d in my hrttH.l. 

11 ' f he Story < :!" the I ing lS lllOl'(' ~ntisfndOI'J' in (\Ill.' \\'Cl)' thall th;1t or tit~· lllnl\\llll<'llt. 

1\ lr~. Nichob ha s alll(IJlg IH.:r kt ·l· p~:t k< ·s n largl· gold rillg in wllicll is sd 11 .. ,.tJ t'I'U"S, auout 

hall nn inch long. fhi s ring wa~ pl:tcl'(] in a little clo'-'c-fitting dr<l\\'c 'f in her '-'L'LTda irc, 

wllirh drawer I t'an·fully fa slf'ncd \\'ith gummed pnpcr, on \\'llil"11 ;\[r, 1\lkllnls hncl w1 ittt.:n 

hc..: r name for i<l l'n tifica tion. Cou ld ' lncv' take the rinrr from the dra\\'t·r aud hrin .~ it to • J ~ 

us in thc little 1nck<:d n)•~lll up~t:lirs? \Vc nskc:d him ;1t t\\'o St'Ull(t':' , l1t1l he· \\'its <'\"1!-;iw·, 

~<lying o11 ly that II<' wou ld attend tn it. .About thi s lime \Vil1ic Eglintnn made n llying ,·is it 

to h i~ father, ne<lr L111Hlon , :-~nd tonk the opportunity to call upon 1\lr. Fldchcr, 11t q, 

~outhaJ11pt ()n R o\\'. Natura lly a s/auo· was p1oposc<l. and 1\lr. C\11<1 ~ I rs. Fletl'l lt·r, tlH"ir snn , 

<llld [g li nlnn, sat I nund a titbit> holding hand;; in the dark. The \ •qj('(' or ( ,h )('y I said, I I (an 

un ly ~tn_y ~~ nH•llH: Ilt, tn.1l] \\'nnt ln gin· you a mnnil'1'~ l<l tinn,' and l\ lr~. Nich(lls ' ring \\"C\~ 

clroprnl 011 the l ;thlv, <md \\' i11 ic Eglintn11 put it in hi s p~·rl.;d and h:-nught it had' t•1 1\I:th 1'1'11. 

Tlwrc \\'c ca n:fu11y cx:1mi JH'd the fa~tcni11g pf tlw Jittl l' dra\\'l'l' in which thl' l"ing had h tT il 

plarcd . lt \\'C\s jntact, fi rm, and had not 1><'<: 11 t:1 111petc..:d with. I tore it oil", ;llld Ppt·ncd the 

dra\\'t.:r. No ri11g \\":l.S there. Tft ,· ring, \\'hieh probably cn11 ld twl bt• m:tkhl'll ir1 l·:nglan tl, 

\\'<1~ u n thl' <•\\ lltt 's fiq:cr , tut in Lhe drn\\l'I" \\"C1S a \\'ondl'll rard-hox hCJlding a pack of 

card~, for whi( h \\l' h ad hunted o\"er the hou~t:. I l ad the drn \\c·r ht·<·n lnl'kl'd 1111<' migh t 

c.; us pect son1c t rick . F as tcnc·d as it wns I ha\·c no doubt. 

·• i\nJ I ha\"c no donbt of the perfect geJnlin<"ncs"' of a 111:-lllil(·'-;tati nn \\'<: had n f(_.,, d:1y~ 

Z~go, inYol\' ing the same ki11d of po\\·er nn.'r matter. Fin· p•-r~on~, inducling the nH·dium, 

\\'t.: rc ~itting in the da1 k, holding each nt lwr's hands. \VItile the h;lllds wvrc.· ~o lt c·ld 
1 Joey' wac; heard talking, playing tlw mouth-org<ln (\\·hkh n :quii l'"' ~l hand), ''Jll'lling- a11 d 

winding -up the mu s ic-box, and ma king it s top and gc, () Jl at rnmltJalld. T h, ·n lH · s del 

imperatively tn the lady holding the 1 ight hnnd of the medium , ' ll fl ld hi -. hand lir1111y 

now; a ll hold tight; don't Jet go for a lllOmcnt. will try to gin· ynu n manift•st.ltinn.' 

In a mo nH..:nt JllOrl' he sa id-' Now, Dr. Nichol~, gl\'(. us i1 light. .t\11 th t: rc"t l•u·p hcdd 

of hnnds. ' 

" I 1ightccl th e g;t~. 1\lr~. \Vilkcs was firml y holding the 

with la:r left; both were standing, C\IH.I thC' ca ne-bottomed chair 

on l\1r". \\'ilkcs's l<.:ft arm, lwlfway between ht'r wris t ;~nd dh<,w, 

111 th e hack of s tJc.:h chai rs, like a nct'dlc un 1ts thread. 

rin·h t 
~ 

hn r1<l nf 

of th t• 11 1 eel i tl HI 

ha11 ging hr the 

th· · 11 wd i um 

\\'as h:wging 
ll '-'ll;d P )'t '11 j ll g' 

"It may be difficult to bclicvt' Sttl h Cl fact upon rruy tu;liliH,Il) J,nt , :ll'tt r \\1l;1t I h:l\< • t 11 
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for l\\ l'lll)' .)'l.:a r~, and with lll)' kilO\\ ledge of the witne::>s, can nut doubt hl'r perfed good 
faith. J ::;hall, ho\\'e\·er, try and gd thi~ manifes tation under absolute tes t cunJiti,Jns. 

" ' lt1e dillkultie5 of mcdiumship have some illustration even in our !:> ma11 circle!:i here. 

bclien.· ll1erc i::; ne\·er any hitch at th e Egyptian I I all, but the most successful mediu ms 

hm·c known han.: b~en 1ial>le tu frequen t disappointments and failures, and those under 

i n C\)JH~L· i \'a ole circumstances had they been impostors. The other night we had the trial of 

t wn 5Ccptics. Dnth came from a di :; tance ; both were honest inquirers after the truth. One 

\\':l 'i ~ pupil of R obert Owl:H, but ll e did not follow him into Spiritualism. The other 1s a 

dist iplv , l ~ I r. Hradlaugh . The Owcnitc had been somewhat shaken in his views or matter 

by taking hi~ o\\'n book-slat~.: to Dr. Slade, and ha\'ing it written 111 untlt·r his l'yes, wt.: 

IH.:ard. \\'hill' hL.: was toudH_-d, and pushed, with his chait·, back from the tal>le, uy somt: force 

itl\ isil ,k. .\t 11t11· St'i tll(t.' the J'oom <tnJ the medium wt:rL.: examit1ed hy thL.: !-lc t.:ptic~. \VhL.:n 

\\'t: \\'\..:l't: ;, itting with all hands joined we had thL.: tests uf our mu~ica] boxt:~ being wound 

up a11d muving about us like \\'inged crealurcs, being slopped, set going, and madt: to play 
fast tlr ~l ow .tt r~qu est. Later, m a good light, a spi ri t fvrm, fully draped in white, 

came beCorl' tltt: cu rtain dti'£'11 St'Cuud:; after the medium went behind it. Another tall and 

fully draped l~'»nn dcmnterialiscd before our eyl's, g rndually shrinking from a good s ix feet high 
- a head taller lhnn tht: medium- to a pigmy s iL:c, then melting into the air, leaving nnly a 

wa~s 11f gauL:y Jrapery, which was held up and s haken before us to ~how that th <.: fo rm 

had \'itll i::>hed. The door and window were securely fastened. There were nu such forms, and 

no ~ uch drape! ics, in the room. Thert: were no means for producing ()pticnl illus ions. Our 

two .")ccptks \\'ere Yery much puzzled, but they were not convinced. 1 t is n~>t easy to g<:t 

UUl ol th<.: hnbits l)f a lifetime. And the contc~t uf thei r unbelief, in spite ur their good 

illlLlllit~n :;, made tht.: Sc(/1/(e painful anJ \'Cry exhausting to the meuium, anJ :d~n, it sct.:m~d, 

uiflicuJt and aggr<1vating to the controlling spirits. l\Jy Owenite fric.;nd returned ttJ London 

JH: xt lH tl l'lling. J k has thuught it o\er, and is coming again. The lady who ad111 ires l\lr. 

HradlatJgh sa t i 11 an other st:·aucc, and got such c1ost!, tangible, personal c\·ide nce a::i left nu 

l'•>om for do11l>l. \Vhibt her (J\\'11 hand~ perfectly isolated the works of a mu~ica l b'>x, it 

st''PP' d, \\'t nl u 11, <tnd :til!->\\'\ n.:d her 'JllCStion:S, and :;he was pu L:L:led ; but whc:n, all IJaJHis 

l>l'i ng lit mly held, her hand:, .md t:tec were tLn!checl by ' J oey,' who wa:; t<tlking with her 

all tht while, itnd ~rgumg en:ry JHiint of the previous sc'ance, pointing out test aflcr test, 

<tlld \\hen, fllla11y, her cap \\'as takt:n un· and put o n the head of a Indy oppo~i tc, and that 

lady'~ pttt upon her head, and both nicely adjusted, whal could she do but s ut-remle1-? 1 

ha\'~ mL·nti,)JWd the lights brought by the :;pirits tu enable u::; to ~ce them in the dark 

St'.Clllc't':·i. \ V e had tile opp()rtu nity a ft:w nights ago to ex ami nc these v<..:ry dusely. First, at 

a di staJh:c c,f ten l'cd, crosses or intense white light, like !:>tar1iglll, were s hown. The furms then 

l'<lllte cp 1ilc ll 1:ar, holding the CrtJ!:>S~S nf light, ;,0 that tilL:)' illuminatLd their fan.:::; , but \\"Cre 

l\llt Yisi l.l t l tt It~. Then I J ot") , hrnughl Olle and hdd it with in [l fuclt or my ratt:. Jt was 

vii ct tiJid,, 1,1 " '''Jti-,h card, ab"ut thL ~1zc of a cuJllmoll playi11g-ct rd, th e eros::, 11 f Jight 
(Jl"t'lljl)'tng tllr~ l;-I~ Ju rths tl!' lhe ::;u rral'e. Tltt: Jight-gi\·ing maltt.:t· w.l:S LYell witlt the dark 

Jl ·'t ti~~n, :tn t! l ite whl)le ::,urt';a·L.:, dark and light, wa~ a littl<.: rough, lil.:t · blotting papu·. Then· 

\\.t :-. 1111 llaJtJ•·, ;t:-, \\'ilh plt11:-.plluru~, alld Jlu uUillll'. Jt \\'a:; held <HH.l 1ul>bnl against 111• 

dtc..:L'k, ~111d al:-i\) !Jct~_~rc the eyes ~111d ag.ti lbt Lhv checks of every pcn;on pn.!~ent, who deseril>ct 



...,
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thr fi·,·lirlg as \'CI\'C:ty. Tl w light npJ)('•ll<'d ~nd disappt';tn·d hef~•r•· fllll' ,.,.,.",<It tlw ,·,o~nrn:111 d 
of th<· \'<'ry intc:lli~~·nt ir\di\'iduCll who hrntrght it fj•r nur <·xaminati .. n. L:ncr '.l•tl'y,' ;wd '"~' 
cnnl(·dcratt- ' l·:rl\('."'t,' hrnught quit•· rlost:, h11t not ncar t IHttlgh Ln tnni'II u:-:, lll;t;.;o.:c·" "r light , ,( 

il glollld,rr r~~nn, fli\ttt"llC<l g lobes, .s!Jinin~ all through tire m:tS'-;, whirl! \\':IS <.'IH't lopr;d ill f•,fd~ 
of gmtzy drnpcry. 'Joey t hrw;;hc:d th e folds n.:;idc with his lint;<' l'!li to shqw 11:-: tlw :-;llillill~ 
sul>s tatlC(\ f t \\'ilS ;ts if a ~('Ill a ttmptoisc or n pe;trl - tllrn.: inclws :tcro-;s, h;td l•<·t'IIIIH: 

inc:HHil'..,n nt, full t•f light, so ;tc; l0 illuminntr' :rhnttt n yard round. l'ltis light at .... ,, \\'t' ~;tw 
rntlte and go. 1 Jot y' ~tlln\\'l'd J,j<;; br~cr light to go almnst clnrk, illld tiH·n 1 ('\ j, t d it l•l its 

former brilliancy. I IH .. Tcl hnrdly sny tltnt ;til th<' dwmist~ nf l·:urop(' cc•tdd IH•l, under· thl'!'-l' 

conditions, prodtl• -e suc h plwnnm<•rw, if, indc1·d, t1wy rt•ll ld und<:r :tny; and yd our T)'lHiall::; 

and Tlu x l•j'S think lht•lll qllite 1111\\'IIJ'thy llf thrir llllli('(·, :rnd Pllr L:utke,tcrs ]!1"11-,1'('\llt' at n .. ,,. 

Strcd ~II' 'palm ist ry Ill' nth<. 1'\\ i:-.c.' lrt rf'spl ct tn the gold ring tnk1 n fr, •111 a l~t~t<:ll<'d dr:t\\'t·r 

nt l\ Jn1Hrn, and dn•ppvd upon a tahlr irl l .nJH.I~·n, I can nn1y ~:ty that l carefully c.:xnmi1wd 

the fastening, and lh:tt 'to tlw hc~t nf my kfl(l\\'kdgt· nnd IH'Iicf' it h<Jd nnl ltct'l1 tnuqu n·d 

will!. I ;ut I tlo not ('x pect my testimony \\'ill enn\'i rwe n11y n 11 c .,f the reality of whnt th•~y 
ronsidl'r illl).k•ssible. For that, they mu~t hn,·e the <.'\·idc rwc c,f tlwir own Sl'll5c", and fnr many, 

e\'C' Il that is n ot sufficient. '' 

The lnsl lett<-r wa~ ·from the pen of f\lrs. Nichols, nnd wns pul>lishc<1 m tltc Sp/ntua!J:.::t 
for Octoher ~Gth :-

,On thc 14 th instant snt with our circle, after nn intcn·al of some weeks, ns l had 

been tr:-~n 11ing in one dircctic)n, and 1\lr. Eglintnn 111 another. h;t\'e been toltl that his 

s6ma.~ in \\';tics nnd cJsew hcre were \'ery rcmnrkable, hut I nnly write of what I sec . 

., ~Joey ' nppcarcd as soon ns we were c;cttlccl . 1 Ic seemed \'C'ry glad to St'c me, nnu 

patted my h<'nd kindly, tCllking fam ili:trly of nur scp;tmlion nml of nlhl'r mattl·rs. Twch-c 

yc:trs •tgn I was tnld, in n sr'anc"c, tbnt the ~pirits would be ahlc 111 the fnturc tn matu·ialist• 

gPld and gems. Last sum mer 'Joey ' told us the snmc. Thct-c were: fin· of us in circk, 

bcsiucs the med ium. 1 J oey ' snid-1 Remember thnt [ rt ow tell you \\'C ~hall l1y-and-hy 

be ;tbh tn mnterialise gems and gold. Do not mcnti•m whnt I say, hut rctnc mher.' ;\t ;t 

subseq twn t s~·rrurc l spoke to him of what he hnd said, nnd he replied-1 Fnrhiddcn subject, 

mamma. I 

11 At nur sranrr on t he q.th ins tClnt 1 J ney ' snid-' I am now going tll keep my p1·omis<· to 

materiCllisc gold nnd gems.' I [e plClycd his musical in~lrumcnt ;tnd cnn\·crs('cl with us rw:trly 

Cln hottr, when 1 Ernest' greetul us and nc:;kcd that th e medium .;;lwuld rest. \\·e ~;t l with 

\Villic ou ts ide the cu rlnin, \\'ith the light of ou r lamp. \Villi e S<'emc.:c.J partially cntranct·d, 

but sometimes spoke. I le sat nc;tr the bl nck curtains that are su~pcntleu Lefnrc the s••fn, 

on which he reclines, and which form the on ly c:-tLinet \\'e c\·er uc;c. ,\ tnll icmnlc form, 

robed in white, put aside the curtnin5, Cl nd \Villic ~ccm"d drawn t \ ) hi'L Sh<. did Jl•)t tnke 

hold of him, but he mo\'ed to her, ju<;;t ns Cl s•1llllli1.1lllnlli~t folln\\'-. th~ mcc:;mcn-;cr. Fnr ;t 

little time they stood together hcf.)rc us, In ;t good light; then \Villic lay dn\\'11 on the 

sofa, CltHl s he stt~nd ;done. S0on s he retired; the curtain<;; fell tngdhLT; hut quickly tlte 

one-armed spiri t, '1\hd-li-lah.' cnme forwnnl. \Vc were directed tn hnn· m·•rc light. \\'e 

turned on the gn"', so as to ha\·c sufficient. J Ic came \'cry n•·ar, a11d ;tllr•\\'<'d 11~ t11 

r:xClmine his j<·wels, \\'hich \\'Cre nmazing1y rirlt. In my eanH .. '"tne"s l<~ Sl'4' , an<l t·X<IIl\111<.' cJ., ... <·I_,., 



I prcs::;cd ag;-tin:-;t hi~ sDi id ft)rlll, and said-' I beg yt 1ur pardun,' as J would st1y tn any 

g~·ntleman. Twit..:«_' l prcsst~d again:;,t the for m of this man. lie gave each one uf us the 

pri,·ilcge nf examining hi ::; jewds, r>nc in crescent for m, the other li ke a star. 1 le wears 

diamonds, emeralds, and rubies. After him came 'joey,' 111 a vt:ry becoming dress, whic h 

we had never ~ee tl him wear. lIe had a kind of hnoJ upon his head. I le sat a t table , 

and asked r~ 11' paper and a book, which were g tve n hi m. 

'' For sonH..: time he moved h is hands as if gathering something from the a ttn(>sphcrc, just 

as when lie..: makes musli n. Afte r some minutes he dropped on the table a massive diamond 

nng. 1 lc said , 1 Now ynu m:ty all lake the r ing, and yo11 may put it on, and hold il while 

you can count lwehre.' Mi ss l\1- - took it, anJ hdcl it unJc..:r the gaslight. It was a heavy 

cro)d ritl',. with a diamond that aJ)j1cared much like one worn by a fr iend of mine worth o a• 
£1 ,ooo. ~ J Cll.')'' sa id Lhe ,·,due o f this was 900 gu ineas. I\ I r. \ V-- exam in eel it as we had 

dtliH'. Ill' now lll~Hk, as it seemed, and as he said, fr11lll the atmn~phcrc, t wo d iautnnds, Ycry 

dear and heantiful, about the s ize of hnlf a Jargc pea. I h.: ga\·e them into our hands on a 

piece of paper. \ V e exam in eel them, :ts we h:td the others. fI e laiJ the ring and dinmonc.h 

on the table bt..:l~ >rc him, and there next appeared a wondcrfnJ cluster uf rubies , sd with a 

large ruby about half-an-inch in diameter in the centre. These we- a ll handled as we had 

the nth<.:rs. Last there came a cross, about four inches in lc.:ngth, hav ing twenty magnificent 

diamonds sd in it; thi!-i we held in our hands, and examined as closely as we liked . 1 J oey' 

tot)k them all, and put them in paper and j ingled them. I Ic saiJ, 1 l might leave the ring 

as a kcL·psake fl ,r \Villic, but it might make him selfish.' 

'
1 l lc tuld us that the market \':tlue of the gems w:1s £::.!5,000. ll e remarked, ' I could 

make \ Villie the richest man in the world ; but it wnulcl not be the bes t th ing, and might 

Lc the wnrst. ' lie now took the jewds in front of him, a nd seemed to dissipate them, as 

one might mdt hailstones in heat, until they entirely d isappea red. lie ta1kc:d all the cn.:ntng, 

and St )Jl1e nf hi :-5 remarks went to my heart. 1 was begging, as l often ha,·c, for a plt:Cc 

of Jrapcry that 1 could keep, and 1 said almost petulantly, I Yuu do nothing special rur me.' 
1 l\[amma, mnmma!' cried f J oey,' 'for 'rhat did ., Erne:::i t •· come tcJ you yesterday?' The fact 

wr1s thal tlJ,. day )H·fore 1 Erne~L' had, unasked and unsought, gi\'cn nH.: infurm:-ttion :-.nd counsd 

in a matkr, tltL· i111portann· ()f which culllcl not be exprcsseJ; as we say, it was cmphat it:aii.Y 

a ca~e of lit~~ or death. I was rc·buked, ns 1 deser ved, and I sa id t u 'juL')'/ • \~Vhat " [rne~ t " 

told mt; ycstcn.lay was we 1rth i nlinitcly more than all t he gold and gems 1n the world.' 

' \Vhnt du I come f<u-?' saitl • Joey,' and the thought pierced me that ht..: had watched 11\·er 

our chiiJren and friends, that he had been the means of sa\·i ng life, :lnd uf prquring s<•nls 

fur n holier and happier ~· ;.; i .stcnce hcrc:1fter. I low could I v:-. lue golJ and gems, ur n palt ry 

piece nf drapery, when eternal int<.:re::.ts a rc nt s take? I [ow poor we ~hon ld be if uur hea\'l:n ly 

Father did not 11ity our \n·akncss and fully, and send minis tt.:rittg s pirits to lwlp us. One 

featttrL· 11f thi ~ St .. OIIn' wa.s1 that at the dose 'Joey' hruught \Villic forward, and they stood 

:-.ide l1y ~ide, \\'i llic in dt ·t·p trance. 4 Joey' said) 'Nuw you see me with \Villic.' \Ve all 

n·~pPtHh:d tlwt \\"t: '-itl \\' bt~th hilll and \Villie. '\Vdi, perhaps you arc n!l biologised,' said 

he. l\lany }wr:--.,n:-; Lldnk th;tl the mcdittm pcr:")()natcs the s pirils dressed in muslin nwde in 

1\lancla·-.. t<·r, ;llld imported i11l o tilt• sr£wn·-room h_y occttlt or usu:tl means. ..-\ few think tltc 

nm::;Jin is of Sjti rit tllilllltfartun, hut that there is no matcria li :"3atinn of 1;)nns. Funr time::; 1 



f;.'ona rlahlc .\'c't7J'(f'S a/ J 1/a/;•t-rn. 

h~t\'~ ~t ··n a \\'hitt--rnht:d furm ~t:111d in ~ l>y \\' illi<' Eg lintn11. l!;,yc· .,, ··11 '.1• '< y' lll:tke \·;u d:-; 

of Jnuslin. h:tn' seen h im .: tallclin~ hL·s id(• hi-; lll• ~dillm, and h:t\'t· heard him <;pl':lk m a 

brilliantly lig hted rnnm, \\'hen I\ I r. l·:g linton was wi th u~. aiHI rH• mnn <·ntranc't·d than the 

rc~ t 0f uc;. ha\·c sc<~n hands, and a rlll c;, and thC' fact' t1nly, :111d I h:wc ~<.:('ll full f111'1llS 

appc:1r and disappear. l ha\·c seen a tall ma n appear, and after many minuks with us, and 

in a g-()od lig ht, I ha\'c seen him g radual ly s ink down and l>ccnmc in\·i c;; iblc, all Lut n few 

inches of form, and thf'n th:1t seemed tn s nap nu t. I lln\'c ~c·cu a rull for111 <Jj c;;...,n )\'(·, <lllcl 

lca\T tl w drapery ~uspcndcd :1s if held up hy a hand; nnd J ha\ c ~ren th<· fnrm shrink 

aW:lj' to Jl (l thing \·is ihk't :111cl Jca\'C' t!J(' ganlH nt .., ly ing aJ,mg the flnr .r J'll<'<.;l' not )nng :1ftcT 

d is:t ppt a r ed. 1\11 tiJi.;; and lllllrh mnt r· ha\'C' scrn, and exrc pt for tht·ir u~c· in c'n1n l'r ting 

people to :1 belief in immnrta]ity, a ll phy~:; i c:ll phcnnmc-t1:1 nrc t(l mc insif!_nilic:tnt a~ time 

compared to ctrrnity, bcsidc the spi ritual truth c;; gi\'cn u~ frntn the· in\'i...,ihle \\·r,rld, :lJHI \\ hkh 

in \'tlln~ the cYcrlnsting destiny nf the humnn c;oul. " 

These nnrrat i\'CS need no nddition of mine: they speak f0r th<:>n1sc lw·s. Startling :1s Wl rc 

the [;letS rcrorded, they wcr<:>, h n\\'C\Tr, on ly the precursors of f'\'c• n mnre wnnch 1 ful phc ·nonH'll:l, 

and :1 g racl nrt l cJc,·clopmc nl nwy he trarcd in the s tre ngth and quality of i\ lr. Eglinttm'~ mcdium-

~ llip. 

lk forc closing thi s chnptcr, howc\'t:r , I must rclntc a s()mewhat :1nnrsing incident \\'hich 

Mr. Eglintr)ll lws told in re fere nce tn his SOJourn a t l\l ah·crn. I gh·e it in his own words :
" ))uring th e Slade trial :1 tnost amusing 1ncidcnt occurre d on my jnu rncy from l\lalvcrn to 

Lo ndon. 1 was reading a comic journ;tl in which poo r S l:1 de \\'~ts rnrtoorwd. l\fy only fdlo\\'

trn\'dl<·r ofl'c· rc d to exchange his paper fnr min r, wh ich I did. Upoll ~ceing thr subject of the 

cnrtoon he turned to me and sn id, 1 J Jn,·c yru e\·cr seen nnj·th ing of this humhu~ ?' n.:fcn inrr ' - ~ ~ 

to S piritu nl ism gene rally. 1 Yes,' rcpli<.:ll 1, 1 a g-nnd dt11.' J le snid, 1 rlwrc 1-; a man by the 

nnme of Eg:linton nt l\ l:1h'Crn, who is crtatin~ a gn·:-~ t st ir in th~ ln\\ n hy his s(allrr..,;.' I nsked .... 
if he had t\'CT seen hilll. I\\·!->,' he nplicd, ' I h,l\'<' oftt·n IK'('Il at hi ~ ..... t.tTIIC'f'" . arul lw is as 

dcsc• ,·i ng uf punishment as thi,; man' (n.:ft.'rri11g to Sl:ldt·J. n ~kcd whnt Eglinton \\':1" like·. 

' \\'..\1,' !-.nid he, ' he is :1 mnn abnut f<)rty )'< ;1rs of nge, \'cry rlt:\'<'r, arHI at'<praintcd with :1ll 

the s ubtle powers la tent in man.' I k11cw uf rnursc that the mnn \\':ts lying, f(lr nc1t only did 

he not know me , but r had 1\C\'Cr llll'l him a t a ny of my sittings. I th<'r< upnn took n kccll 

ddight in drnwing him out ln the fullest ex tent ; and \\'C had nn ('Xlrl'mdy plc;tsant jtmrncy 

llp l n t0\\' 11. \Vhc n we <Y<>t to l'addi ngtCJn he asked tq ('~clwng-c· c;-~nl::;; and as I dro\·t· oil' 
~ '-- \. , 

amidst his protestations of fri ends hip and hi~ dt·~irc ln 1\\l'C't lllC ngnin, I C<lllght sight nf hi .... race 

as he read my nnmc ! 1 :1fterwnrds md him un more th<m one oecnsion i11 1\ lal\'crn, hut he 

fl ed from me ns though he had a mad dog bl'hind h im. Such i5 th e ignnrance nf c:nmc whn 
. t . 1 l " :1sp1 re to ac as JUt gcs . 



:DN]u-;:t~~Wi~' H. !~(; 1.1 NT< )N now round himself ful ly Q('t'Upiu.l. I k reCL in·d in\'it:ltinns from 

\·ario us parts or the country. These, as far as his Londnn :lPJ)(•intmcnt s 

wuuld alit•\\·, he 1 cadily responded to, and in d nc course made at o thLr vbit 

to Cardiff. proceed ing- fro m thence to \ Vorce~kr o n hi s way hack t1> Lo ndon . 

• \t the fir ::.l-lltlllH.d p lace h e h ad the pleasure o f me:cl ing 1\Jr. Hecs Lewis, 

who cord ially in vill'd him to atte nd C1 ~r,.anrc with I\ l r. G eorge Spriggs , an 

exrellvn t rncd inm, who has s incl' madl' s uch a reputation for him se.lf :lt the Antipodes. 

()11 hi s rdnrn to Londt•n h<: ga\·c a scnurc (Spiritnnl/st, Dcccmbc1· 7th, I ~77) to 1\'Ir. A lfr<'cl 

l {u-,~c..:l \V,\I Iat'C', the d is tingu ished na turalist, Mr. \Villi:un T cbb, and I\ lr. \V. \V. Cla1 k, 

of 1 ), ,rk ing, :d l of whom were very much pleased with what t hey saw, :1nJ unite d in describing 

tlw sullltf as perfect ly s:-t ti~factory. l\ l rs. An nn \\'iJkes, the friend of 1\ Irs. Nichols, also stt pplc

lltt:nll d lH r prc\'ious te~tii:wny tn the phcnomen:1 by another account o f equally \\'onderful 

marvels !->he had scu1. 
A good c:t~l' c)f d irect \\'riling is rt:>lalec..l as ha,·ing occu rreJ about th is linK hy I >r. Nid tnls , 

wlw h HI n·mcl\(:d from t\J.dn:rn to 32, Fopstonc R oad, Earl 's Cour t, S. \ V. 1t nccurrcd o n the 

0t h Sl pkmhcr. '' ~\t a St.-liJI(C J,lst night, in the prt:SC !lC<: Of three othe r j1L'l'::i011S a nd 1\}r. 

l•:glint,ln , tlw matcria1i:->cd form of ' J oey' made in our prcs('nce a bout twenty yards o f whit<..: 

drapvry, \\'hkh n·rt;lin ly IH.!\'C r ~aw a I\J a nchcster loom. The matter o f which it was funn ed 

wa:-. \'i....,jJ,ly gatlwrcd fru111 the atmos phere, and later melted into invbiblc a ir. 1 have seen at 

k nst a hun<lrn l yard~ so manuractured. Then 'Joey I said, I Dr .. 1'\icho ls, have gol in to a 

gn·at row about that Grll'k, w hich you transcribed impe rfectly.' I l c then se lec ted two s m:l ]) 

~ l ate::; fn•lll a pik (lf new onc:s ly ing em the m:lnkl-:::. hclf, and ha nded them to nK to be d c:lJlf'd. J 
rubbed thlm hoth thorough ly, :md so did each of the tiH('C ot hers-one of them u s ing a \\'t~t d Clth. 

'.Jncy' t!tt n borrowed my knift:, whittled a pi ece of slate pencil, b it off a p iece of it, an d plact:d 

it l.~l·twt·tn tht· t\\"(J slatt·s, nn d then earefuJ\y wrapped np both in a piece or nt:\\·:::.papc r. This 

was <1 1! doni" in thl centr,· ()f the ~mal\ room, qnitc a\\"ay fro m the medium, and in plain s ight 

"r ~ti l. Th1·n, ~t l hi s n·qtH·=-- l, I 11\(r\·ed my chair forward, and s itting facing 'Joey ' hdd one 

t"<•rrwr c•f tl 1t.· ~l.ttt :::; \\'itl1 Ill) J,{t lw nd , ;1.5 he did the otht:r ronwr '' itlt h is rig ht, and 1 la id 

tlw li ngt r:o; (l f tny right band on th<.: finger~ of his left. ln :::. tantly we lward the sound o f \\'l'ltlng

on tlw ~Inks. In a few moments three little raps to ld us the \\'riting w:1s done, and I pus hL·d 



"I ·' 
back into my place, lll)lding th . sla tes. ..:\l th~ ~·od ur LIIL' ,.; ·a 'l .,. \\'t.: rIll lid I,,, 'llli .... btc a 

nH:s::.ag-e fur l\ It-s. Nichol:-; from tit ~ lat..: Dr. Fcrg11 .;;on , :;ignc I wit'1 hi.; ll.tm·· jq l1i-. \\'t:ll-krH, .. \.11 

hand writing, and nn the (•tlwr, in a \Try llL'~1t and ddkatl' h~cnd, ('ach ldt1 r ;tlr n•>..:.t .., l'tr:t'··ly 

written, the r0lluwing :--· The nH.:ssage Ill (~reck has been imp(·rf··l·tly tr.IJJ..;crillcd It\· \"ti;J. 

Transb.te as written IJelo\\', ~md ynu ha\·c the pr.,verb in it~ r"rre•·t a11t l original llJ•·artlng: 

• 1 ·- 'I I () ~ \ \ ' 1 'b 
0 

' \ ' I' • • • ~ ,f • 1 /--tl • ~ ,. THI1 It" , fll/lWV Ul11Jfll 1TU()(rl'J'IJ .1\:IIKII UJ/ l'ltt•l' f ("$1\fl'tl( 1ipWTOV. , • 

t-<,~ (-4. .ct:.~z.-L~./c_ r ~"" J?C.~-,.) b7t • ._~ '%-~.._:_ .. ._ V74- .r.t- ~--l-..-..4C,~c,__• -f.c.. f--t....l~ C~ ~ JeJc -<.-~ /•• ••~• 
/. - ' j "« 

Tile fifth wurd i:; Utldcrscored, a~ yntl will :'<:c u n the ~late 1 lea\·,_ fnr y1mr in..,pn:li• r11.' ~nw, 
one fact, fu r what it is \\'t~rtll, is a..; guut.l as :1. million. II L·re is a (~rel·k :-:c·tltl:llCc l\\ it-t: wrillell 

Hilder a])-; ,Jute tc.:;t COilditions, in the J)lesenee u f !:>l'\"<:ral })er-.;11 11 '- h\' Stltlll.! in\·j .. ;jj,l,· intd)jtrl'JICI.' 
' • ~ I 

bdwe(_'J l twu ~latcs c l o:-~cly UJttnd and firmly held togc:t ltcr. Th e IIH:d iurn w:1..; 1111t 1war the 

slates. They wert..' prc pnted by a human f{,J'Jll, whil'l1 \\"<t'j 11ut that of ~til} ()1\t: pf lh•· fiH· 

pt ·rs•)Jls in lhe room. ~ul one 11f those fl\·c ~ persons cutdd write the sltorlc::'t s•:n t•·•w,· in (~II d;. 

Ntlt unc ~>f them kne\\' Lh<1l there was such a j)ru\·eriJ 111 that la tlll.llll"f'" 
~ ~ , 

.\ 1·emarkabh· sun:cs-::ful St'im cc td\·en to the l3rixton Psvclt"lnt::ical S wiet\· It'' •rt1..•d h\' :\lr. 
"" ._.. .... ~ .., J 1 -

\V. ~cwtnn, F. R.G.S., in the Sph·lfuak..,t fur lJcceml>er ::n ~t. ami a flyin g \·i~it tu Bri~llt"n, f.,r 

s ittings in the~ house of a \\'t.:tl-kno\\"11 lady or title rc~ident there, completed this year':-; \\'t•l'k. 

On New Year's En:, t.Sj:), a s£"'ana o f a nwst touching atH.l :o;;HTcd eharal'tL·r ,,·a~ held at tlte 

house of 1\ln.;. l\lncdougal Gregory, of 21, Green Street, Crn:;\'L'Il<~r Square. Thi:- . ..;t·irlla, when 

dc::;cribcd to 1\lr. Eglinton, was rcgarJcd l>y h im as a mus t unusual one; hut T han.: re<l5' >~l to 

bdie\·e that, g i\'en the same lwnnon ious and sy mpathetic t'OtH.Iition s a:-, pre\·ailed at that time, 

s uch sweet communio n with the dead wnu ld become an C\'ery-day oC\'lliTL'llCe. I ha\·e my~cl f 

had like experiences; and under the seal of cnntidcnn.: I ha.,·e hc..·en tnld of ~i111i lar in.-.;tano·~, 

most of them of s uch a priv:~.te and sacred nature a::; to preclude any ac..:oun t n::tching 

the outside world. \Vith many of these e\·en f\lr. Eglintnn himself i-s un<W<Jtl.tttltvd. I'hcsc 

inner experiences, occurring c.xclusiyc}y in pri,·ate fe1milies , cun;-;ti tutL. the ( t u nc .. l'hytt;s) ah1111st 

inexplical>lc strength of Spiritualism. It is the secret of the kna<"ity \\'itll which, in :'pite of 

fraudulent practices, and so-called "exposures," those wltn h~n-e jJL'netrated tht.: intricaL"ie:-; and 

mysteries of the ou ter fringe nf the subject, huhl fast to their belief in tlte ll·ality nf :-:pirit 

com m unton. 

The e \·ents or this Sl'i7UCC on New YeJ.r'::; Eve wilt ~J\'e a {~tint idc:l uf what i~ pt>~siiJle 

under the hig hes t a ll(l be~t condition s, the resu lt uf lung ronti n ued t·xpcrimclll, ;t~td uf fr ie11• !'"'hip, 

trust, :ltHl appreciatio n on the pa rt o f those engaging in spirit \omtnlltlilln. 

There were e ight o r ten persons present. The me1nifestatinns a t the prvliminary dark 

sfaua were m o re pmverful and ins tructi\·e than usual. .Afterwards the medium tuok hi~ ~c..·at in 

the back drawing-room, being separated from the si tters by a hea\'y curtai n, whil:h w:1s after

wards drawn aside. The gas was turned on until the room \\'as pt 'tTaded hy a dim 1 dig-iou~ 

light, when s lowly the cu rtains opened, and from the cahillet came nne, dearly lon·d, lnng 

known, and al\\'ays trca~u re<.l hy Lhc hostess-Lady G--, widnw of the late Field-:\lar:'hal Sir 

\V. G--. The form \\'a s 110 dummy dres~cd up to rcpn·sent lili:.·. or :\Jr. Eglint•>ll tr.ul;.:;

ligurcd, \\'hkh \\'ill be !Jest e\·idenced by l\lrs. Grcgnry's own \\'t'nl-; :· -" 1 h;tn: no he~ittlic•n in 

gt\'11lg my te~timnH)' to the \\'onderful power ~ml sati -; factnry natutt.: nf ) nur mcdiu111..;hip. 

lnd~cd, 1
7 

personally, ha\ c nen~r Sl'en it surpassed. \\' ith IIIany ollll'r;-;, I ha\ t' s~.:ru tin i~cd 
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it l':tf'diiii.Y whl'll it 1 l'CliiTnl ill Ill_\' iluu..;t.:, and \\t ' han: all Ia L'll ~ali::,{inl \\ ith ih truth. St..:\'en 

dillt•J\'Ilt times my fri<·ntl I ., dy ( ; <tppe:t r L·d to . me rully materiali:-;cd, \\hen )' 0 ll \\'ere lying 

app:tl't'lltly ill a trail\'<' Oil Ill)' :-.O fa i11 the d r:l\\ ing -rOOil\ 1 \'i:->i!JJe to tJ\'e ur six or Ill)' fri(.'IH.b who 

\\'en~ with me at tile tilm·." 
\\'lint rlluld he tllt>rt' lH·~w tifully illtplt:ssi\·c than thi !:i midnight ~t:L· ne o n New Year':; night? 

The spirit, aftl'r requesting cake nnd wine to be l.>rought, tasted the t•a kc, touched tbc wine, anJ 

then handed it to eaciJ ol' liJc si tters, that lhey mig ht p:1rtake of tht~ holy COl llllllllliOll witiJ her. 

;\Iter tl!i..; th11sl· present \\'en· re(}Ues tnl to klll TI, and, in their midst, till: spirit with Lemkd 

knl'C po11n·d ft lrth a ::,olem11 in\'ucatiutl, asking 1\ lmighty God to bless each friend pn . .:sent, and 

to ma\,e the !\ew Year ont· l••ng tv L,e renH.: mlJen:d. 
\ Vhl'n l\1 r. Eglintnn l'l'CIJ\'t•red Cllll s,·iull"\llL' :-;s, he \\'ll~ persuaded that the sl'lr!Ja had beetl 

a f:tillll't' 1 Sll l'\' 'iled ~llld (H_';ll'l'ft&l \\'~lS lJj ..; l.'UIIditiOll, and llot LlllliJ h(.' ::,;1\\' the tearfu l l')'\'S or his 

!"1 il·tHI..;, and ru·ei\·t·d their gr;J terul tk1nk::,, did lle ftdl y reali::>L' thi s memorable en·nl. 

F< r ::,umc timl' the qut.:::,Liuu had been dbn1:::scu, a:s tu wlll'thcr "~pirib" had the power lu 

pt·lldl ale a ]c IL'],ed and :sca led box, <ltH.l the l~e::><.:arch Commilt<.:e o f the British N ntiuna) 

i\ ~:sociati0n rl Spi ri tuali:sts, compo~cd of prufesshmal and other gcntlcmeu, under th e: presidency 

uf l\Ir. D<::smond Fitzgerald, had Leen ~ itting patie ntly at many St'llliCCS for the development 

of the puwer to produ~:c lllanifcs tations inside a nailed box placed nea r Lite mcuium. The 

conditions arc thu s dcst: ritH.:d in the Spiritua!t'st of Jamwry 18th, 187o :-- "The Lox IS 

nailed to the i11s iue of a caLinet, and has no aperture whatev~r ins ide the cabinet. Jt has 

nn opening out!::iide, in full view of th<..: o bservers, Lut a board i!:i screwed over that opening. 

Inside the lJOx is an ordinary c lec t1 o-m<lgnet with its armature, <1nd the dcprl'ssiun of the 

armature compklcs an electrical circuit, and causes an electrical Lell to ring in the usu~l way. 

The object tu be achieved was, that th <:: s pi ri ts should pass powt:r enough through the wood to 

depress the armature. The connect ing wire~ to the electric apparatu s arc a ll outsid ... · the 

cabinet, and in full view. ln ::,idc the cabin et \\'ith the ml:dium, there is nothing but the smooth 
woollen ou ts ide uf the Lux.'' 

llndl'r th<..::sL' conditions the bdl wa:s madl.· to nng at will at twu sc·allcts, held by 1\lr. 

Eglinton with thl.' l{csea rch Cummitke. More fnrce than m:cessary to tkpreso.; thL annatun.: was 

used in~ide the box, for a spring was strained and an clcctro-nwgnet Ji st1rrang<.:d. /\s the 

recorder rcuwrks, this was a valuable manifestatio n. Although not new, yd the condit iun:; 

UIH.kr which it was obser ved were <:!Xeeptionally good. At this time (I series nf sc(/llccs wa s t;J\'en 

to th~ Psychological Soddy, uf which the late Serjeant Cux was president. The results \\'ere, 
howe\·er, poor. 

In the course of a st'auce held at ~ I rs. l\1acdr,ugn1 Gregory's, in Mnrch, I 878, l\J r. Eglin ton 

was, at the tcquest ur St:I)eant Cox, \vho wa::, present, under s trictly test condition:;, carried o ut 

of a closed room into one 011 the floor above. This cast: o f levitation is parallde<l Ly uther~ 111 

the hbtory of lllouern Spiritual i:::;m ~::> well as by ancient church legends . On the occasion in 

C}Ul'::,tion all present were s:1li !:Jfled tlwt the phenomenon was genu ine. 

OJJv of the l ~ niver~ities was the tH.:x t s trong hold to be s to rmed, <tlH.l 111 l\1arch, 1 ojl:i, l\IL 

Eglinto11 wvnt tu C:unhridge, nnd had several really fine S<:ancc::,, '' hi ch wen~ illtcndcd by ~1 
gn_·n t tll i.lll)' mJ.J(.'rgrauuatcs. This, therefore, sectns a litting place to introd11ce th t.: fu iJowing 
t:vidence of l\lr. ]. \V. Cnmpbdl, then !:itudcnt of jes us College. 



'' .. \ sr·(wr<' was held nn Thursdil)' e\·cning-, ~l;lrcl! ::! l ::>t. Tltere \\·en· in all ck\'('11 pcr~<ms 

presu Jt, or \\'hom eigh t \\'l.:rt• \liH.krgr:tduaks. f\ lr. Eglintoll was tile mnlium. J\tl dt·Ltrie 

hell was lixnl on the \\"a ll, a yard fru m the mcdh1111'~ scat, une wire being cntllll'Ctul willt the 

bell; the othe r hung o\'(T :l nail flxed in the \\·all within :lOOtlt :1 f'oot uf the l.Jdl itself. 

,~\ftcr s it t ing for half an hour or nwrt', faint raps were heard on the ll oor, and places were 

~rr~ngt•d by 'Joey,' tile medium being tightly ltcld by two undergraduates, one oil either hand, 

they also res ti11g their knees ag;lin st hi s. Tlt l! light \\':1.., then extillguished, and i11 :tbnut :1 

quarter uf an hou r the med ium \\'a::; c•~n trolkd by 'H<Ji::;y,' who told u~ to be , .•. ,'). c<lrL·ful 

about t'ondition~ . especially the hnlding of hancJs, a11d pre::;en tly • J oey' greeted us i11 hi~ 

pleas:mt little voit.:<.·. ll e th en rang th<.: eh:etric bell violently, took it up ami <'arried it :dmut 

for a f(:w seconds 111 the air, ri11ging it at intcn·als, thu s showing lh:1t he held bell and 

Culllll"ding wire in hi~ two hand:-;. lie thc11 laid it on the table, t;1pped out a littk: tum.: 

with it, still ringi11g the bell, and l1 1ls\\'Crcd se\·eral qm.::; tions tlpon it. .\!'lcr\\';trds, he touk 

it u ll' the tahle, anJ laid it on the ma ntelpiece, below the nail frvm which he had at first 

taken it. A \'<'ry heavy mus ical b( l.X wa.:; JH . .:xt \VOtllld up, nnd placed 011 the ht·ads of ~c\·cr;Ji 

s itters : bell s, tambourines7 and tubes moved about freely, and s pirit hands were felt by 

several of the sitters, 4 Joey' out of gratitude to the one who had brought the bell, p~1tting 

him 0 11 the head, hands, and knees, again ancl agai n. Both 'Joey' and ' Ernest ' s poke to us 

several times. Then a heavy sofa-cus hion was taken from the corner of the room behind 

the mediu m, and 1aid across the table on the hands of those sitting opposite; thl! fender \\'as 

taken out and placed agains t the table, between two of tile s itters ; the sofa was turned 

over, four chairs were taken away, in cludi ng the medium's, and one was laid on the top of 

the sofa-e11shion 0 11 the table. The sitting was most convincing and satis factory to those 

present. l t ended shortly after ten, the actual manifestations having lasted under fo rty minutes.'' 

The subjoined attestation accompanied this letter :-11 \Vc, the undersigned, do solemnly, 

on our word of honou r, J cclarc that the lw.nds of l\tr. Eglinton were firml y hciJ hy us, :t iHI 

that our knees res ted agains t his during the who!<: of the scf.znce held at 1 o, King's Parade, 

on ThurscJay, ~·larch 2 1s t, 1878.-A. Ilu NTEH, J esus Co11cgc; A. 1\. t·.l<;lrJLEY, 1\:Jll hrokL' Coll l'ge.'' 

On the night of ;\pri l 7th, 1878, at the ho use of I )r. Nichols, 32, Fops tone l~oad, Earl's 

Court, in the presence of ~ix persons, Pro fl!ssor ZLillm.:r's ex periment of tying knots in a cnnl, 

the ends of which were Lied and scaled togethc.:r, was repeated. l>r. N ichnls sti ll possesses 

the knotted coni, of which gin! an illu stra tion. \ Vhat occurred is tb us de~cri bed b) 

Dr. Nichol s :-u 1 the n cut four yards of comm•m brown twine, such as liSL' for large 

book packets , from ~a fresh ball. 1 examined it carefully, tied the t\\'o ends tl'gdhl'r by n 

s ingle knot (which inclulled both ends of the twine), then passed each end through a hole 

in one of my visiting canis, tied another square knot, and firmly sea led this knot to the card. 

I then asked a gentle man to seal it witlt his signet ring. On the card I also put my 

s ignature and the elate. Six persons sat round a small table (in the d:tylight) ; lite sca led 

card wa~ placed upon the centre of the table, and the fi ngcrs of each person prcsl'nt placed 

upon it, while the loop hung down upon the floor. This position was maintaim.:d fur a minut('1 

whcn 1·aps were heard, ancl l examined the s tring. The ends were finnly 1:1skned, :tnd 

sealed as lx:forc, and fh·e s ingle knots wc1 e tied upon it about a fool apart-o11 t lte si ngle 

e ndleSS s tring, ulJSc l'Ve! the perfcLt fastL:nings of \\'JJit:h had IIC\"LI' Jcft Ill)' :-.igiJt \\Itt I< ' tiJ1) 

5 
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now ar~..:.'' lJr. i\idtuls jtbliy remarks:-" lt is ctrtain that no mortal ma11 cuuiJ ha\·-.: tied 

tltL'SL' ktll)ls equa ll_y certain that all thc philusophcrs and all the ' magicians ' of EunJpc cannot 

nuw untie them under Lite ~ame conditions. ) len.: is a l~tr t which can ue proven in any court 

of j u~tkc, am i l'ur which ;my conct:h•able numuer of dimen:::;ions of spacc can not account." 

Un April 17th occi!ITed a phenomenon which, viewed as a contribution to the cvideltce 

for spirit identity, is valuable. It was observed and recorded Ly Mr. J. F. Collingwood, 

formerly Sccrdnry of the Anthropological Ins titute :-''At a llh.: llloer:::;' st!mu:e held at the 

ruum~ of the Dritbll N<ttiunal Association of Spiritualists, on April I 7t h, 1 'cl77, Mr. Eglin ton 

was iu tllc cal1i m:t f1 c~..:, and te n persons formed the d rcle, among whum wen.: Flon;nce 

l\larryat, l\1 r. l'orndi u.s l'ear.sun, .f\1 r:::.. L--, an d my.sd r. After the appearance of two or three 

/P" 
!lJ v !J}JI'f.t lwtJ. 

-----------------
FIG. l , Knob tied on an l::11dlcss Coni. 

fonu s that usually nwnife.st through this medium, a face which was quite new to all the 

!:iittcrs was seen at thc apenure, ancl Jrew forth spontaneous remarks from the ci rcle generally 

to that el1ccL The face presented it sc.: lf, full, to lhe middle of the ci rcle where l\J r. CoHingwootl 

was se~1kJ . lie noticed the short hair on the head, the stubbly beard and :::; hort cut 

mou.stat~ ll c, the cmbvcruus and worn appearance of Lite featun.:s, the sunken eyes; Lut the 

face \\''' :; 11ut n.:cugni:;ed theu. ] t gazc.:d for a second or two at l\lr. CulJingwooJ, t!Jcn slowly 

turned tiJe lh:ad tu .::;\\'t:cp tlte circle, and the ins tant that the profile was prcse11tcd 1\1 r . Ct)lling

wouJ n.:cogn i.sed the likc lt•:ll.s tu a fri end, .l\1 r. I bmmonJ, deceased eighteen lllnnths J>l c\·iou:::.ly . 
• \t Ullt: liHI or the row of s itters wa.s l\lr::;, L--, I JatlllllU!ld's sister-in-law. The race retreated 

intute·li.ttcly it had, appart.:ntly, :::.ecn .f\l rs. L--'s, and it re-appeareJ \\·i thin half a minute, 



dr;l\\"il\g ~~ide· the <'llrt;lin :1 t tlw t ' ll d of th (_' r;tl>ind Jtc ·~rc .... l t11 lwr. i\ ltaucl w;1...; lwld nllt, ;111d 

J,, ·d :cqwd with tl w f••rc·ling• ·r in tll:1t dircc·tion. Som<· ,,f tlw ~ittc r~ ~:lid, I ' llw lady :tt tltf' •·ud 

i ~ hcck•)Jlc·cl. l f\],-.. L-- h:H I hj' lh:"lltime n·cngni~· ·d thP farr n" her hrnt lwr-i11-bw, ;tncl tlw 

motinrt t, f the fill gc ·r n .... hi ..;; lt ahit11al t1111tl e of c~ lli11g :1ny 1111 ml)('r .,f ld" f:unily. Sl11· w nt up 

close to the fncc, ~ nd < xd :-~ imcd, I Ynu ~ re J l ;lllllll OIH. I.' Tl w ll c:-~d IHnr<:d , ttnd tlw f:-tt'c' ~mikd. 
TlH ' likcnc!;S wa s c-ompktc ; :md \\"II(' II the s mii C' \\":l s <"Xpl c~sed by the tcn c i(tll of ~I: in O\'(·r hollow 

and hnny cltcc·k --. the recngnition npp1':1rf'd alm ost nb.-:;olu tr·. In !ifi· .l!r. I /mnmt)JJd had /,l_c;/ 111:-. 
lrji (\'t' •· /u tltt"" imagr· t{ the H;~J·II!!,' man thr right (l'f' lt'Ot; iC'tmling. 1t ha~ been s:tid th:tt ] did 

nnt n·cogni~c :1 lik rnl~c.; until the profile w~1c:; presented. J w:ts nnt thf'n :l\\':1rc th:tt in hi~ 1:-t~t 

illness 1\lr. I I ~rnJlH•nd h~tl his nlfnt c.tnC"he :-~ nd l)l:l rd cu t \'cry ~lwrl. Th:t l, \\ it!J thl' wnstcd 

fen turcs, pre\'cn tf'cl <lll P:trlicr rccogtlitinn. In pro fi le th e fc:ttun·s wen more pronoun<'cd, nncl 

\\'e re :tc·c.,nling ly :t t 1111C<' rccr,gni c:;ccl hy me. This appea rmH'c w~s the fulfilmen t c,f :t pr•"~mi~C' 

gi,·c·n to 1\lrs. 1..-- during 1\ l r. ll nmtn ·nd's las t iiJncss, to • rnmc if it \\'f'rC' posc;ihlc.'" 

On the 19 llt 1\pril, f\lr. Eglintc •n started nn his -.;ceond \·isit to the ll nguc. The- c;c·anrrs, 
rcpnrtcd ~tt t he lim e- by f\ fr. 1\. J. R iko, ,,·ere emitH·nt ly succcsc:;fu l, nnd \YC'r<.• attf'ndul hy 

Jk t ~nn ~ ttf t ltc· h i~h<' ::. t Sf"tri:ll rnnk. There', :'l~ alm(•'-t r-\·cry\\' h ('n·, hr. g:t\'C' tlw fu ll <'St 

c:;a ti ~ facti on. 

,\ c; :m in !->t:liH'e of tlll· ('Slimatc 111 which his mcdiums hip was held ~~ t thnt tim e, I lll:lj' he re 

q~tntt- ntl ('xt r:wt from the Fourth 1\nmtnl l~cport of the B.N.,\.S., i c:;c:; t~t·d in l\ l:ty , l~iS :

" Tnruing now to the work o f the S/allt't' Committl<', \H.' lind Llwt the inqu irL'rs' circll's IJnyc been 

continnf'd throughout the rear with the d c~ired r\suJts; thnt is to s;-ty, un ckr st rict t< st 

conditions, ~u l•jl'cl to the scrutiny :tnd ex pressed nppro, ·;tl of the strangf' rS present, and held in n 

moderate dcg ref' o f ligh t , certai n s imple phys icnl mnnifcstatio ns ha\·c been p1 o<l uccd, g<· nC'r;-tlly of the 

III OS l ~:1tisfnctory nnd <'On\· incing nature. The tnediu m has been 1\1 r. \ V. Eglinton, who hns ~ lwnys 

~h own th e utmos t willing1~ess tn suhmit tn ;my test which has been proposed , and has, \\'l' IH·licn', 

in nll caSl'S left the impression of his p<:rfect good fnith, and of the genoine ness of the manifesta

tions p rolhtcc( l in his presenC'<: , o n the mind of :til witncc;sf's. Thc~e sr(mac; hn' < bccn nttendul hy 

n tH ' hundred :11 Hl lhi1 ty-fh-c sl r:-~ngt r~, hcsidcs nl,out th e- c;n nw numllC' r of nwmh< !''-'." 

Jn 1\by, J ~j8, lw \ C'CC' i \ccl n cord ia l ilw ita li on frnm DJ . n. T. 1 fu tf'l lin son, of CnJW Town, ~·Hlth 

1\frk:1, tn pny hi111 ;1 ,·isit. lit: hnd nJready dcciclcd lo make a tour of tlw \\'nrld, ;md ;1s this 

seemed a fitting npportunity to carry m 1t the pl;m, he :lf'cepted l>r. II utrllinsnn's in\'itation. Pri11r 

to l c:-~\· ing Engln nd, he went to f\lnln'rn for :t s hort rest, nnd \\' hth' tlt e1 c ntnnTllmt~ pltcrJnuteJl :l. 

0 c1 urrcd, amongst \\·h ich wns the matl l i:1 lis ntinn of spiritc:; in the npen n1r. 

The n.:conkr is T\11·. 1\. J l ildrctlt, LL. B., sun of the i\mcricnn hi stn ri:tn, :1nd ~OtlH.' tim e: 

;\mcri c;m Consul at Tt i< ~tl'. I quote hi s n:1rr;1ti\·es i11 r .rlt'JISO. 

-------

l. 

()n 111111 ' roth, ISiS. :l.l ab<lll t lt.t1 n'c·lorkl p.m., I \\,IS -.. itting \\'ith n l'ri<·nd pf lllll\1~ (}.l r. l ·:~l i nlnll) 

:1nd etlln~her g 1 nt lc rn;m, i11 tl te dr.t\\' ing-tn< •lll uf J\lclw~ ll T o\\'<·r, ~bl\'crll, thl' then rC"~iclc·tll'•· nf 

l it . and !\lrs. Nichol'-'. l~;tps c;tlllC' in dill{ rent 1 arts of th<" ronm, :111d thc lll<"S"-ag<· \\'n'-' ~IH lkd 

nut "\\';1tch an d \\ ;1it." ' li lt' Jll ('dium llC'c;ww c · ntr;~n re d and \\·all,. ·d tlw 1 oolll wilh c·n• t gy. 
I 



\\'t ~;t\\ in tlw t\\i]ighl a \\hit<- misty Clppearancc ClC C0111pClll)'illg him on the s ide Clway rrnm li S . 

11 ' ) ilt"rl' i~ ;1 materialisatinn,' ' s:1id the control, who ga\·e the name (J [ '' Dr. J {i ch <~rd:=.;" •• \\'<' 

sh <~ll try to t~d\t' the med i1tm int n the gn rdcn and cause the materialised s pirit to go beside him. 

Follow at <1 re~pt·ctfnl di~tancc, and place yon r cha irs in the 1niddle of the lnwn." The voice 

tha t s poke to us had the tone anJ some of the peculiarities o f articu lation bdongin g to the medium's 

n;1tura1 voicC', hut there \Vas a distinct quality unfamiliar to us, partly consis ting of deliberation, 

precision, a nd authority. The s pirit doctor no\\' gave the sig nal for the descent into tl1e garckn . 

•• 1 >rukct your lungs we ll,'' said he; "it is chilly." The m edium crossed the room, unfaste ned one 

\'ilh ·e o f tll ~: \\' indow, and s tepped ou t upo n the vet·a nda h. \Ve ench took a chair Cl!H.l ftJllowcd, 

hut " ere delayed a t the winrlow hy having to ope n the other \'ah·e to admit the chairs , so that when 

\\'t l'l':l l'ill'rl th e \'tT:lndah, th ~: 111edium had ctl n :;ld )' ucscended the stone steps anJ \\'aS in the garden. 

Nt• inrm ~tppt' :In d beside him. \\'e pl ac~:d ou r chairs ()Jl tht: bwn as di rL'elnl, \\ hilc tlw 

nu diu Ill took hi s scat llpon the garden bench; but in a few seconds he CCl nH.. tu\\',lrds us , and, 

speaking lll the 110\\' familiar \'Oiec of II n r. Richards,·· directed u s to change our po~i ti o n tu a poin t 

whcr~: Ollr lint: ot" \' is io n towan.Js the uen ch \\'aS interrupted by some bus hes, which thus WOll ]cl 

sen·c in~tL ad of a curtain. The medium rctract•d his s teps, nnd the clear small voicL' of a spirit 

kno\\'n as 11 J oey " came from the d irecti on of the bench, saying , according UJ his custom, " I lol1o;1 , 

i\rtltur ! " T he n a ll was s ilent. \ Vt: presently heard th e medium hreathing heavily, and a mn!:)S of 

\\'hitc dr~q)( ry, s uch ;ts is commonly see n at slnnccs, <: merged from behind one of the bus hes to our 

right. It ca me further into view, and we distinguished t wo forms s tanding side by side, drapt:d to 

the fi.·ct, and with conical caps on their heads. They remained half Cl minute, and then disappea red. 

\VhitL drapery a~nin protruded, nnd n ·nwined quiet, projecting a little beyond the uu s h. The medium 

crossed 0\'er without spc:a king, and s tood ue fore us . Placing his fi s ts together in front of him, he 

scparCllLd them la tera11y with a spnsrnodic je rk, and, after other movements, turned and "·alked 

away, ab .... nrbiug t he white drapery ns he passed round the bus h. Thi s seemed to be an at tempt, only 

partially ~ucr.c~s ful, to show the form and the mcuiu m at the same time. 

Arter a .·lH1rl interval, another fnrm appeared on the le ft. Th i ~ flgun.: tllnt t.d its profi lt ·, nnd 

~howcd tl1,1t it wa~ n(lt s liJTo ttnd cd by a skirt, but merely held a wl1ik gauz~: apron Lefort! it, twn 

dark h gs hc iug; Yi~ihlc. The form ha\·ing re tired, th e medium again came t o wa1 ds us. 1 ' 1 

do not tlnnk it \\ isc,'' sa id th e voice uf 11 Dr. Hichards" 11 to continue the m:~tcrialisa t i n n s lon!:!'cr · 
1 ..... , 

we mus t ha\·c darker nights. Follow the med ium." \Vc did so, and rd urnc:d to the dr~n,·ing-roolJI. 

\\\: thanked the s pirit for nur unexpL'd cd pleas tn·e. "The thanks are nut due," he a ns wc:rt·d ; "on 

the nt lwr hand, \\C have to thank you fur g iving yonr Cl ttention; it \ \.'CI S an experiment f(l r nur 0\\'11 

sati ..:,[tction ; \\'(' lla\'c ucen prepa ring this sl'lw cc for two d:lj'S ]Kl 'l t. 11 I l e informed U 5 that 

manifl' la ti, ,ns rvquin:d th(lng ht, ex periment, ancl pe r.sc.:\'Crancc on the part of spirit s , and that not 

Ill! n 1) a few, hut my riad", \\'ere associa ted to produce them. They liked to haYL their labnur;-; 

appn·ri att:d. I )rap<:ry scn·· ·d lo prok<l Lhc materialised ft •nn fro111 the cf1~·ct ::-. of ligh t and of the.: 

ltillll~lt\ '\'t·. I J, . :->a id lw C1t1dd 'xpl.dn the so11 r cc from \\ llich the dr;t pcry w:-t s r,ht;JitH·d, hut did n ul 
l li i Ill, j t \\ j :;,_-. 

II. 

\ >n :-ttwt ltt r n·c:n ing, when til<' medium was sea ted nt the pwno 111 tlw t\\'ilight, tl1c in s trllmcnt 

'' w:1 lk vd ., out f1om the wall, nnd h:1ts nncl othe r light objects lcap<·d :1hn11t tlw rrH •Ill . ThC'!'(' 



., ... 
,"I I 

cf1i.·t·t~ \\"<'1'<' :1lll i!mted tc• 11 Jcl('y," ..:\llc·nr:Jrd"> tlw mnlilllll lu l'<lllH' l'llllll'cdh ·d hy "l•r. l{it:hald ..... " 

I I<.. s:-~id h< tik··d the.:;(' littiP cnll\'l'rc.;atinns, and \\'ould ;llh\\l'l' our <[tl<'~li1111 ~ :t<; wc ·ll as h<' could, 

lr.t111111elkcl ,t<; he \\:ts by a 11 lnt111:11l l:1St .'' I It! ~:1\'e :1n impn·..,sin· acrnt111l ,,f IJj:-; \'<I;-;s:lg(' inln tlw 

<•t li (' r \\'nrld; h<•\\' 1 brnn~ht 11p in old c••thndo:'\ \'it'\\ !-1, lh' lay nn hi s l)('d of sid;nc=--s a ]'l't')' tc> 

horril•le a n:'\icty; how, :tl the monH' lll <.•f his ckat h. IH.: seemed to l>t' pas!-iill~ up throu~h an 

interntin:1hlc llli~t, still sttl1cring mental agony, till the cln11ds p:1rh'd, alld he ~aw a gn•up <~f ~pirits 
of excc('dillg beauty waiting to rccei\·c him. li e found, hnwl \'er, that the.:;c ~pirit~, \\·ho sec:med to 

him 5o line, were nnly of the lcJ \\'<. r (•rucr. I lc passeJ from ~ph<.:rc tn !->phct c tt11til he rc:whcd the 

fifth, whcr<' he nn\\' ts. The \'ariouc; ~phcrcs might be compllred to tl1c agee:, of :1 man's life', l'XCept 

that a higher grade wac; l'C:tCltl'd by \'O)tlnl:-11'.)' cf101 t, ll Ot hy lllCI'l! grn\\'th. ( 1t,: .;;;1id that tltc mnth·cs 
of ~pirits in cnmmuni• .1 tin~ \\'ith mc•rtals were mztinly of :-~ IJen C\'(Ill'ul nature. They dl'~ir<'d to 

<:h-\';tk the lllillds uf mankind hy as~uri ng lhcm of their futlm: dcsti11y, ;tnd ilt!=4lilling i11to tlwir !llind:-; 

some t)f the ql·t1ct harmony t)f their own existence; llC'\'ertllc ·lcss, this inten·ourc;e l;lrgely l>cnclits 

th e :- pirits th L·msch·es, and tc.nd~ to raise thC'm to 1\ higher sphere. 1\s to human ll:lturc, it was 

substa ntially the c;~nne in the next wnrld :\Sin this, hut the sentiment of tll<tlt \·tlkncc, instig;lting us 

to inllict p.1i11 Oil (ltJwrs, which plays sn large a rart in thi s world 1 even with the lllO~t hliH.!\'olcnt, 

grow~ wcnk in the other \\'nrld, and f1n ally cJ isnppcars for want t) f use , because the causes excilillg 

it dn nnl exist to the sa1t1c extent there as here. It \Yns impossilJlc f'or the highest spi rits to 

comtmmicatc pcrsonallj· \Yith those still in the body. The control spoke on many other c.;uhjects, 

somet imes shn\\'ing gr('::-t t cn('rgy and \\':1rmth, :1t other~ becoming \'Cry ironical, ec;pr:ci:1lly when he 

~p<•kc r_)f our '' pnn:rty-~trickcn \\'orld," n~ he czt llu l it, ami of our rl ligioll~ ~quahhks, 11 wlt<:n the 

whole matter lies in a n ut-~hcl l." 

I II. 

On J unc 1 Gth n twilight sr'aJICt' \\as held in the hf,US<'. i\ f(_~m:1lc ligurc c~11ne frc,m the 

cnbi11d. S lw pas~cd clusc tn tilt· !' itter~~ the drapc1y making a !11\\' inces~ant ru:--t1itl!-!. She 
p:1 ~'-;<:d lwhiml nnL' g<..ntlcll1:111, pbtcd her h:1nds on his ~houlders, and bending d.,,,·n, te~u<"hed 

tht s ide (If Iter head nflcr li«)fl:-ttr •lj :tgainst l1is. The face w:1s not di"ti1wt. 

" J.wy,'t now prqmring tn 111 nkt iet1 i:sc , talkl'd cntHt;lll tly behind the cut tain. S,,llH.:IH• ly 

crept up to 1istcn 11Uts idc the St:t1ll(t' runtn. "Jol'j'" gn\'C the dn11r a hl':1\')' thump, and t11IJ 

us \\ ith glct.: uf 11tlwr i11~t:mn·-; \\'hen he had tltu~ sc:1red aw<l)' c:n-csdrt•pper~. 1 k ktw\\ (If 

their ;tppro~ll'h, twt by sight, but hy feeling their nwg11ctism, \\ hich \\'1\'-> difl\: rL:nt 111 L\'\. ry 

pt•rc;(,ll . ".Ju<'y" no\\' appcarL'd mttlcrialisctl, seated ltimsclf in a chair, nncl t·nn\·c'r~l'tl npon 

spir1 tu al physit:s. Spirits, he bdi< n :d, woulc:J hct rafter attain the p(lwer n f materiztli"ing in lid I 

dayl ight, but they \H're . pr<.:\'Ciltl'd at present by tile menta) cnmJitioll of lllrtnkind. ( f the l')'l:S 

of the si tt ers were blindfolded they could C\'Cl1 now come in clllylight. No arrangement uf 

mirrors for reflecting tlt c spirit, itlStt:;ld nf \'icwing it directly, \\'nllld anS\\'l'L If ink olJ' 

other colouring matter \\'ere squirted i11to the face of :1 strc11lgly matcri:11iseJ spirit, the 111;1rks 

would afterwa rds bt; seen on the mcJium's fztce) and would be 110 tes t wh:-~tc\'cr nf di~lwnc..:,ty. 

l r 1\ sitter rushed at :l mat< rialiscd ~pi rit :tnd s truck it, the nl;tgnctism ()J tlw fornwr \\'• •ll ld 

instantly dissn)\'e the form, whiclt wou ld return lo the lllCdilll11, c:arrying the l>ln\\' \\'ilh it. 
The medium \\'Ou]d su ffer as 111 l1Ch 1\S thtJuglt st rurk direc tly. ll nut," s;tid H J oey," :lnd hen! 

hi 5' tntll' w:1s llllll "ll:1ll\' flcrcr, " if an\·onc should n.ttt.·mpt such a thing, I slt~~uld nnt :O:.I'III]'Ic, 



while tilt' pmn·r rc mnint d, tr, snntch t:i' the mu sic-l•ux and ma1m him bcl~>rc hc cuu ld iujurc 

the nwdium;" and •• Jt •c y" ga\'l' the grcnt mu s ic-box a s wing. 41 Cotdd a s pirit matcrinlisc 

thrt \ugh a cagt·?" I asknl. " J\·c· g(lt a good idea," said 11 } >Ly ," 11 a \'Cry good idcn

~tn <'Xn:lh-nt i<ka. P t:t tlw medi11111 in a hcn-conp; one of those Jc ,ng ones." In ~c,nclllsion, 

he in\·itvd llH' lwltin d t!Jc CU Jta in. fc Jt the mcdil111l 1
S head, anu took. both his handS 

m mt11<..:. They wcrC' qni \Tri ng like lea,·cs. The spi ril mr anw hile stnod beside me, sc0n by 

all thc s itters. 

IV. 

On .J une 19t h a st'anrt \\'ns held in the garden. Ilaving no hcn-co<q) with which to 

fullm' o11t the ~uggt·s ti l'll ,,f " .J ot:y, " \VC cons tructed ' ' cage out of mntcria ls a t hand. Two 
wooden frames hingul Lugl'lher wLrc stt upon Lhc garclcn bench in the s hape o f a gabll~ roo f. 

Stout \\'ire llL'l ,,·ork wns s tn.: Lrht:d o\'cr the two frrtmcs and s piked to it. [A portion only of 

thi~ "'it·c IKl\\'ork 1s s ho\\'11 in Fig . 2.] A s trong cc,nl, withou t knot or splice, was wound 

round nnd ruund the frame-work, a t ench revol11t ion passing through n mesh of the 

net. Thus c\·cry mesh whilh touched the frame was bound tightly down to it. The two 

FIG. 2.-A N'ovd Test. 

<·nds .,f the cu1 d \H·r c ftnall,; made to meet < n the tc,p (If the fram e (C), were til'd 

tc ,g( Lh1·r, nnd ~< nlcd. 0\'( r nne e nd o f the cage (A) was s pread another piece o f netting, 

pattly o\ vt lapping the first piec('S1 a nd bound firml y to the frmn t: in the sa me manner, the 

C: IHls <,f the cord l!l'ing se:tkd togcthc.:r ncar the other seal (C). 'I he othcr end of the c:-tge 

\\'a:-; k:Ct o]X:n f(H· the mt:cliutn to cnt c·r. The con trivance was then fas tened Hrmly to the 

betH h. The. tu, t-fastenings, which a]one will be described, consbtcd o f four cords passing 

frum the frame on each s ide (E, G, I, J) lo spikes d ri\'cn into th e legs of the bc nrh (as 

at F, H ), and .sC'a lcd to the wood. The netting which covered the end of the cage (A ) wn s, 

morco,·cr, nailed to tht.' tim ber (K), eac h nai) being scaled. Rugs and a pillow being placed 

in till· cage, the mulium, cbd in his O\'ercoa t, crawlu l in, and the open end ,,·ns c]o::;ed hy a 

fuurth pil'cc of netting, secttn..:d to the fram<' by another cord, the ends of wh ich were scaled 

u,gdlwr nt D. This netting was not nnilcd to the benc h at 8, hut co uld not he rniscd mo re 
tlwn L W<l iJH.: IH ·~ without vink nee tu the w irework. 

Thv m•·•ks t•f , ...,care frctlll thi s c·;•ge were as fcdluws:-- 1. Break thr.nJgh tlw nc·tting. 

~. 1\l·,k, an a)'' lllllt' hll\\tt·JJ tlw nc Lting and the f1nmc :-(a) hy untying Llle sc·a lcd knot , 

tmrr~,···ll illg tht' 'urd from tlw t nc~hcs, and rnising the nettin g- from til t' ::; pikes; (h) l1y brc;tldng 



Llu.: Cllr<.l, uur:n·c.:Ji itl~ it, <llld r;ti-;illg liw nctt i11g (t") h)· 11ntwi~ting- u,,. wire.: m•·sh~·s, ~111d tltu~ 

rrct i11g l h t' l lt rl"llll) li lt" ("lll"l l. 111 doin;..! t!Ji..;., 1111\\"<'\"t~J", till' ('tl;tllll!_!, 111" Iilli' pttt Oil itJ t ill' 

g:d\·an is ing pruc:c·s..;, ancl \\hie It lillul Lhl' crc\' ICl'S ~~r tiJI' t\\ i-.lt'd \\ m·, 11111 ... t J,,. hr. ,J~,· 1 1. 

J. Lin t la c;tgc fro 111 ti ll' l)l'l tch: (a) by hreaki 11;,; :-iPitlc ,·urd~; th) h_\ dt turi)J)tg liH' knnt.s 

SC'a lcd to the ~ pikt'!.i in t l1< hci lCit- po-,t:-;. As a last pn:l'.lll li 11 11 l lt~U I \\;J:-; SJH i11ldcd un the 

g rolllld {l)r a (l)llSide ralJJc dis la tllT in r1 (.H it (.) [ lite eagc·. 

Tlte lllcdium \\"ac; rastcncd in at tl' ll o'clt tt:k , J1. Ill. ' tllld \\"C.: look IIlii" seat..; as in ! lw llr:;l 

ga rde n ::;/ai/U:. ..\nc r a short ti nw a l11all's fonn, dr:tpnl il l \\'!tile, appc.trc·d rri)Jil hellintl til<.: 

1Ju ~h L'5 , tt !JJ !Jo\\"c·d mall)' times. .\ fl lll:tfc flgu t L aflcl"\\'(11 d -; ;tpprn;tt•IJt•tl ll'i fl'111ll the 11liH·r sidt•, 

ltca\' il_y dritpnl. Tltcsc f;u n iliar lllanik:-;tat i nn~ "Tre rcn.:i\·ctl with a 111111111111· <•f pk.'ibtll"l'. 

Upo n examini11g- Lil t' c~tgc, the lld\\'t lrk \\";t~ fi n111d in tarl; ;ti l the se~tl::, and ,·onls were uniHuk<·Jl; 

ttOite o f the mc~ltcs had been H il t\\ i-; tcd; uo tracks \\'ere in the ll our. From tltc nnturc of 

th<.: pDsitinn a confe dera te could uot 1 1~\·e e n te red the gardL· n undctcckd. T his sr"cmn· was 

a 1wrfect kc;t that the medium, in that instance, was not u:-;cd, but it is clticrly intcrc.sti 11g 

ft >r a point o f s pirit phys ic::. , viz., that a w ire network fo rms no ob:;lnde to ;1 lll:tt(·rialisation. 

The.! s pirits o n ly compla ined u f the wooJ e n fra me. A more cummoc.liou~ cage on a sim ple1 

pla 11 wit hout a clum s y woode n fra me would thus seem o ne of th<.: best tes ts fo r pn.1selyt isi ng 

purposes . 

v. 
On J une 2~nd , a farewell s6tJl((' with i\ l r . Eglinton was hel d in the ganle11 11f .\ldw)'n 

T n wer, 1\Ia ln :! rn, the rcside nr<.: of Dr. T. L. N icho ls. ~Irs. Nicho l ~ t11<1k a sc~t l ill the 

J,alco tl)' (A), a pos iti (Jn commanding ~ bird's-eye v iew o f the whole fi(' ld ()f opcrntiun. The 

rest o f the party descended to th~ la\\' Jl , and a t 10.45 p.lll. it was judgt.:d stdlirh·11 tly cbrk 

to beg in. 

1\lr. Eg li nto n recline<.l o n the be nch ( B), and was cu\·cr<.:d with a rug. I Ie was pn:sl'nlly 

controlled uy (I Dr. R ic hards," a spi r it, \\"hU ha::; uftcn spukell tin nttgh hi Ill td' late, a nd 

w ho gave m inute directions as to our ct,nd uct. 41 i\ 11 cx pcri n1<.: 11 t ," lw sa id, " is abou t tn be 

tried rcg:lrding the d is tance fro m the mcuium to whic h a ma te rialised spirit Call attain. Spi r its 

des ire to experime nt a s w<.:l1 as you. l t is , ho\\'evc r, a ma. lte r of J a nger. A spirit will t ry to 

go up in to the b alcony w here ~ l rs. Nichols is s itting. T he fa rthet he departs the Jllore 

he mu st draw fro m the mc<.lium, w hose safety depe nds upon the o rderly retun1 nl' the 

s pirit, and hence u pon the st r ictness with which you keep the cnnditillt t s.'~ I Ic then 

in<.licated the place for o u r seal e;, a nd 1 equested us to j nin hands a~ soon as scatt..:J. \ Vhen 

the spirit had passed us we were scrupulously to r<!fra in fro m turnittg our heads to \'icw it, ftJJ· 

the magnet is m from the eyes has a s trong tendency l•> d issoln~ a mat<.:rialisl't.! C.)nn, a"i heat 

melts a s now ma n, an<.l he nce the s pirit might no t he a ble.: to reach lti ~ dcsliua t ion. .t\bo\'c 

a ll , \\'C we re to s ho w no signs o f a la rm, a s this wo uld throw t he spirit suddcll l.Y bnck and 

harm the medium. These di rectinn"'l were m:1de kn own t •1 t he s itters, a nd we t(lnk Cllll" seat~ 

a t C, a point dis ta llt a bou t 37 feet from the be nch, which \\a"i directly lwfc,n· our t:.)'l'..;; . 

\ VIwre we.: s at the light was suOicicnt ln enable us to r ead t lw ligttlt~ on a \\llitt·.fat·ed watch. 

The cor ne r where the he nch ~ tnnd, hc ing s haded hy tn.:es, wa-; lln wll d a r kc.:r. l utmcdi:ttciJ ;JI'tt•r 
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taking our Sc<Jh we ttl>s~:rn..:d a thiu, \\'hitis il clou d funning u\'er the spot where the llledi ulll 

lay. ~]h is cloud grew larger, wa::> lnllcr than broad, but exhilJit<.:J no more <.k finit c :;hapc. 

Prc.se11tly, movin~ to the right, our view of it was cut ofT by a ou!)h ( 1 ). Fifteen minute::; 

had c:lnpst.:d frum the time the cloud llr:; t appeared, wh<.:n a blnck-be.:-trded figure, clothed from 

head to foot in snow-white drapery, s tepped ou t from behind the bush ( r ). ll e re tired, came 

forth, anu retired agatn. SuudenJy, when the whi k appeared a thiJ·d time, and We were <.:Xpecting 

the .same !lgure, the shrill and well-known vo ice of " J o<.:y" bruke 011 our car:;. 11 I lolloa, 

Arthur l I Iollua, Doctor ! l 'm coming. Don't you want to sec me ? '' li e tll L· n emerged 

from bl'hind th e bush ( 1 ) , and stood manufacturing J rapery by s haking it in a multitw.k: of 

\\'an:s, a cu.st11lll common with him. 1 Je \Vas dis tan t from the bench 25 f<.:ct, and frum us 

12 t'cet. lie g<•mlJol kd ~bou t , \\'ent ktck, and we heard hiln l'~lling for l1clpJ .say ing he was 

caught in the bu.slt and could 11ot gd out. 1 k 11 ow inrurmcd u.s lllat our eyes injureu the 

medium, and we must retire tu the position 0, so that a bush wuuJJ intercept our \ ' lew. 
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FIG. J.-Plau of the Gnrdcn Seance. 

This being accomplished, we heard " J ocy's " voice drawing ncar. 11 The birdies among 

the leaves won' t keep s tilJ," he snid, and appeared at F, about 7 !'eet from us, having come 

25 fc:et frc1JH his first posit ion. Her<.: he s tood, strongly materialised, with arms akimbo, agains t 
thc dark twck~nnmd, anJ the !~ ,Ids of his garment d early vis il>le. 

"Don't take cold, J oey/' said one of the s itte rs. " l f I do the med ium wlll ," replied he. 

'' .\ ~Jd your fed are bare, are they not ? "' "Of cou rse they are/' said "Joey." I Ie retreated 
Jx.:llllld the bu::.h, OUt StiJJ We hc,-.rd }lJ.S VO .J Ce. 11 n ·d f, . ? " t 

" 1 y ou see us ornnng . ne as ked. " 1 
::;a w a white d oud," I answered, " if that was what you wi shed me to sec." " I did not 
\\"ant vott t(> I 1 I 

J sec more t 1an t 1e o t H:rs ; don't l>e conceited,'' s houted he sharply. ] rc now 
infonttt .. ·d us tl t J • '- 1 1a lC was gomg uac \ to the meJium Jor more po\\'Cr, and tha t the nex t 
spirit we saw would lw the one who wott lJ Jll,' tkc tl1c a ttem pt to reaclt the ba lcony. 

tha t we beca me sile11t. '' .J (Iey " ca lled wen.: .su al>sorbcJ in watching this ,ts lonishing act, 
\Ve 
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nu t to u.s ln kc'0p up the COIJ\'er sation, and we discussed the stars, which \\'(·re ~IJiJ1ing ple11tifully 

overhead. In returning to the medium, "Joey" must ha\'e tra\'erscd 3·l fn·t. li e next 

:tppc:tn·d fro111 hct\Vccn the IH1 shcs ( I a11cl 2), pass<'d 011r right, walkr·d over the !aw11 bl'lwcclt 

bus hes 3 nnd 4, g:ti1wd the path, and stopped nt tlte cor11cr E, kn·ing pas~ed on:r i 5 feet. 

At:cording t(> our directions, we <.lid not look after the spirit when IH: !tad p;-tS!-'cd us, but 
we cou ld judge vf hi s position by his voice, a nd .1\lrs. Nichols, from her c k \'ate<l Rcat, saw 

his entin: course. Standing under the balcony, the s pirit hailed .1\lrs. Nichols. 11 Is that 

you, J oey ? " as ked she. 11 }(,t (yes), of course it is," answered 11 J oey." l\ Irs. Nichols 

then hcS(lllght him no t to tax the medium l>y advancing further, and the spi rit turned, croc;sed 

the lawn, constantly repeating, u I'm coming, l'm coming," passed close b\..!hind our cll<tirs 

(D), grabbed the s to\·c-pipc hat from Dr. Nichols, placed it upon hi s own head, and dauccd 

backwards till he disappeared behind the bus h (2) amid the laught<..r and clappi ng of the 

spectators. The spirit then returned to tltc medium, having tra,·ersed 99 feet from the 

corner ( E ). II c appeared again at F ( 34 feet), saying he must bring back the hat, pas$ed 

behind our chairs (20 feet), replaced the hat on Dr. Nichols's head, and ,·ros~ed on the 

grass t(l the rose hush 5 (I 5 feet). vV c heard him plucking stems. 1 Ie returned, anu 
passing again Lehind us, placed a rose on the s houlder of each s itter, and once more 

disappeared be hind the shrub in front of us. '' Now," he said, ,. s ta11d up a nd sec me go 

back to the medium.'' Looking over the b\lslt, we saw u J oey's ,. form change to a s lwpdess 

cloud, grow thinner, and finally disappear before our eyes. li e had come from the rose 

hu sh 69 feet. The \'oice of the ccntrul, '' Dr. Richards,'' called me to the s id<: of the 

medium. 1 fe spoke in a gasping mann er. " l congratulate you," he said, " 11pon the success 

of this <:xperintellt, ~ manifes tation surpassing ;my we ha\'e hith ert o attempted. \Ve Jun-e 

gre~t1y exhaus ted the 111 cdium. Take care that he docs not s it in the garden after he 

awakes. Good night.1
' The s/ancr had l ~stcd about half an hour. l\1 r. Eglin ton awoke in 

a \'e ry weak conditinn-e\'cry garment soaked with perspiration. \Ve conducted him to the 

hou c;c. Tltc g rou11d under the rose Lus h whl're the spirit had been at work was con.'rcd 

with petals. This s/anO' is re mark able-first, for the 110\'e lty of being 111 the open air ; 

sccon<.lly, for the absolute test it aflo rdcd of the medium's s incerity, s i11ce he was under nu r 

eyes lllltil thc s pirit appeared, while the witness from the balcnny l1ad him cons tantly in 
v1ew as well as the boundaries of the g:u·den, rendering apparent the approach of a 

confederatt>, c \'cn if such a person co11ld have come O\'er the wal1, and throug h the thick 

hedges witho11t a sound, when even the movement of a hinl in the branches was audible ; 

thirdly , from the absence of a cabinet, the matcriali sation l>eiug, neverthe l es~, as strong as 

that oht<linccl in a room, th ough at the ex pense of a g reater draltght upon the metlium ; 

fourthly, from the fact that the formatJ(m and t!J:,appcnnwce of the fi gure took pi:H·e before 

our eyes; llfthly, on account of the distance from the med ium attained by the materialised 

s pirit, being (j() f(·et in a direet line ; s ixthly, becaus<: of the long journey accompli shed l>y 

tlte s pirit, \\'ho traversed som<.: 4 00 feet from the time he first le ft the medium to his lin«tl 

return. 

G 



CHAPTER VII. 

SOUTH AFRICAN E~\PER!ELVCES. 

A Vl NG decided to visit the Cape, Mr. Eglinton made the necessary arrange

ments, and left London on J uJy 5th, 1878, ell route for Dartmouth. This 

was though t to be a fitting occasion on which to present him with a 

testimonial, in s ligh t recognition of the esteem in which he was held by all 

who had had relat ions with him, and of the value of hi s services for the 

cause of Spiritualism. A meeting was therefore held at the Beethoven Rooms, 

IIarl cy Street, on July 2nd, a nd a large and fashionab le audience assembl ed to do him 

honour. A handsome testimonial, in the shape of a purse of money, was presented to him ; 

and in the course of the evening, Miss Emily Kis]ingbury, secre tary of the B.N.A.S., 

observed that she would be omi tting a great duty if she allowed the opportuni ty to pass 

without gtvmg her testimony to the work Mr. Eglinton had achieved. Though not 

speaking officiaHy, she wished to give public testimony to Mr. Eglin ton's integrity. Spiritual 

phenomena had been observed through his mediumship under the most trying and unfavou rable 

circumstances; she alluded to the many seances which had bee n given at the rooms of the 

National Association, when Mr. EgJinton had been put under the most severe tests, varying 

every week, a certain proportion of the sitters be;ng either strangers or inquirers into the s ubject. 

In these respects Mr. Eglinton had given the most perfect satisfaction and had borne a1l 

the very trying remarks and difficHlt tests with perfect good humour. From time to time 

most striking proofs had been afforded of the agency of unseen powers, and a great number 

of persons had been convi nced through the opportunitie~ thu s afforded. In concluding he r 

remarks, Ivl iss Kis lingLury said: " I have much pleasure in tendering my personal thanks 

for the very kind manner in which 1\I r. Eglin ton has acted on private and other occasions." 

A large company of fri ends assembled at Paddington on the morn ing of the 5th July, 
to bid him 11 God speed." He went to T orquay, en route, and was the guest of an o ld 

friend, Mr. \V. T. Rossiter, who reported a few slanccs in t11e Spl'ritualist of July 19th. On 

the occasion in question, he was en tertained by the 1\fayor of Dartmouth, who very kindly 
accompanied him on board the Balmora/ Castle. 

CheercJ by the presence of several \Vest of England frie nds, he )eft England on the 

morning of the I ~th July. The voyage was a very eve ntful one for him, there being on board 

a man who had had a si tting with him in London, and who prejud iced his fell ow-passengers 

against him by spreadin~ rumours tha,t were absolutely untrue. Madeira was reached on th e 
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r Gth, a11d afte r the cus tomary call 

n .:acllf'd 0 11 the S uncl:"ly morning . 

l\1 rs . l\J a rs ha II. 

o f a few hours, the voyage was. resumed, Cape T own being 
IJ c was met on hoard hy Dr. ]Ju tchinsnn and 1\lr. and 

1\ lr. Eglinton \\'Cilt to the Cape as the g uest of Dr. I lutchinson, and solely at his expense. 

T he dc\·otion of this gentle man to the cause of Spiritualis m, a nd the self-sacrifice ht:: has 

displayed in many ways to ex tend a knowledge nf its truths, is beyond praise. 1\l r. Eglinton 

writing a fte r his \ 'is it says : 14 I owe to D r. H utchinson, t 0 1\l r. a nd 1\ l rs. 1\ lars hall, and to 1\lr. 

and l\1 rs . Darte r much that was p1casa nt during my s tay at the Ca pe ; a nd my acl::nowh:dg
mcnts arc due a lso to many o tiJ cr kind and considerate frie nds.'' 

Dr. I 1 utchinson kept copi ous 11otcs of a ll tha t occ urred during the ni llf' month s l\1 r. 

Egli nton was his g uest, a nd prepared a \'cry care ful s umma ry of them, \\'hich I shall prl'sently 

give. The d a ily p ress freely criticised his ad\'ent in a half-bantering ton e, nnd expressed a hope 

that he woulJ no t 11 fai l to gi\·c a few public performances of his so-ca lled st~perhuman skilL'' 
This was not to l>e, howc\·cr. 1\lr. Eg linton, fortunr. tely, was in judicions hands. At n0 

tim e did he g i\'e pro fessional sc(mrrs. Dr. Hutchinson's idea was re~thcr that he s hould sit 

for the Cape T own Psychologica l Society. After a fc\V sc(m crs, llO\\'C\'cr, thi s p la n was 

a bandoned owing to dissensions; anu nr. I Iuteh inson thereupon decided to s tudy tile phcno

lll(' lla unde r his own roof, ·itn·iting s uch guests ns he saw proper. 

In the mea ntime, having little or nothing to do, l\lr. Eglinton s tudied clt.:n ti stry under 

Dr. I Iutehin so n, and \\'as enrolled on his r e tur n to Engl and in r 879 as a duly C]llalifled 

practitioner. 

The sr(m ccs were \·cry remarkable. One in part icular bears ofT the palm for originali ty, 

as havin g taken place with hi s fri e nd, l\lr. l\1ars ha lJ, on the top of T able l\l ountain . I now 

g ive Dr. llu tchinson's narrati\·c. 

\ Vhe n in England ill 1877, I heard a great deal about l\Ir. Egli nt<'~ ll 's pc.ychica l powers, 

hut i1 lthough I e ndeavoured nn several occasions to S<'e him 1 fai led to do so. \\ 'hen, hm\'C\·cr, 

I returned to Cape T own, 1 uid not res t un til ( had induced him to ma ke a s pecia l visi t to 

South Africa in ord er to afl"ord my fri t.: nds nnd myself a n opportu nity of iu\'cstig,,tion. 

H e a rri \'cd in Ca pc Town in Augus t I 878, and took up his quarters a l 111.}' hous<:, where 

for more than n ine mon ths I saw him d ai ly. I h ad c \·ery opportu nity fo r· can-fu l s tudy, and 

was able to watch and scrutinise a )l his ac tions , until I had \\' itn csscd such astounding manifes 

ta tions as no ne l>ut a fool or a prejudiced bigot could ignore. 

The excellent results 1 obtained are, I believe, clearly traceable to the harm c ny cxisliug

hct wcen us , and to rec iprocal fcccJings of fri endship and esteem ; a lso because he felt himsdf 

th oroughly at case and a t home in the presence of myself a nd fa111ily. 

I-l ;n·i ng pro,·ed my friend nn honourable', just, and upright man, and of good report, he 

\Vas, a t his request, pro posed for initiation in the Good I lope Lodge of 1\lasons, ami in 

du e time was crafted, raised, and fin ally turned out a brother of the tnystie tic-a step, I 

be lic\'e, h<' has never. regre tted . 

Ofte n in the presence of brother l\1 asons , I hn\'C heard him declare solemnly a11d ~inc(·rcly, 

tl1 nt a s a man and a mas ter £\Jason he was innocent uf any gui lty com plicity in pmducing 



the phenonH..:ll;l, a nd many l\ la::;uns a rc a lso able to testi fy having seen, felt, and conversed wit h 

materiali sed l\la::;onic spirits. 

I will no w describe some of the phenomena I have observed in his presence. Some three 

years pre \' iously I prepared an instrument for spir its to work, but not having a good phys ir.al 

medium was compel led to put it on one side un til a favourable opportu nity occurred. Mr. 
EgJinton having come to the Cape, he gave me a n opportunity of try ing my appara tus. A dis k 

made of galvanised sheet iron, eig hteen inches in diameter, had white paper pas ted over the 

upper part, and aro lmd the edge were arranged th e let ters of the a lphabet, toge ther with the 

words "Yes '' a nd u No." ( Fig . 4). In the ce ntre a s mall round hole, abou t half an inch in 

dia mdcr, wa s cut, and a p in about th ree inches long by one-eigh th o f a n inch t hick put through ; 

on the top of this \\'f\S a wooden poin ter, arrow-shaped, fi xed on so tha t by h(lv in g a s m(l ll cross

piece o f wood fi xed to t he under part, n mater ialised s pirit hand co uld move the (l JTOW round 

FtG . ..J .- Dr. II utchin!:ion's Dia l. 

to any h:ttc r. In the cen tr<: o f my seance table I had cut out a small ci rcular piece ( which 

1 leave in when not wanted), so t ha t s pirits might project their hands ; the space immedia tely 

beneath the wood of the table nwde a sor t of camera, which p revented the light fa lling on 

the s pirit hands, and thereLy dissipating the materia) molecules collected over them. I laving 

taken out the ci rcular piece of wood, I placed the c ircular d is k ove r t he hole , a nd then fi xed 

the cross-piece to the por tion of th t.: pin that wa s benea th th e table. The appar:1 t11 s looks 

very much like a telegra phic ins trument I have seen, where the operator lllO\'CS the key 

rou nd to the d iftl:rt.: nt letters. ll aving firs t reduced the light f(l irly low, for the purpose o f 

s t rengthen ing the power, the invis ible spirit opera tor told ust by raps, that he wa nted the 

light turned up, which I at o nce did. I t was only two or three feet (lbo\·e the table. The 
room was now quite light, and with nine persons present, besides the medium, \\' t ' had every 

opportuni ty of closely watching h is h(lnds and feet, but in order to leave not n s hadow of 

dou l)t that the 5l:ns iti \'e was only a passi\'e agen t in the matter, 1 decided th;1t it would 

enhance lhe \'alue of the experiment if both his ha nds and feet were securely held, a proposal 
111 which he read ily acquiesced. 

l\J r. EgJinto n was gras ped firm ly by both hands by an in \'estigator o n each sick , wit h 
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one of their feet O\'lT each of his f<et; al l their hand" and li·ct \r<.:rc in full vH.:W. ,\ftt r 

si tting for n s hort time, all the other "ittl'rs IJa,·ing tlwir hands, palm dowm\·nn]:-;, lbt nn the 

tahlt', and thrir fed drawn under their ~hairs, the mediulll began to tremhlt' :tlld shi\'l:r, owing 

to pow<.'r or hcnt being extractt:d from his body, cau~i n g the tcmpt:retture (If htc; body tn decrea~t: 

considera bly (as experim<'nts h;we s how n). ll e the n becallle partly entranced. 

At thi s s tage we were told by tltc s pirit that he would try to commun icatl', if pnssible, in 
full lig ht , by means of the dial. The arr<l\v of the dbl beg:lll tn oscillate and rl \'nln; altLrllatLiy, 

firs t one way :md then tht: other, and finally becoming steady, it poit1tcd lo t!w follnwing ktll'l s: 

II Codundo :<:>landsilm·c.l'(}lt(ll!jotJ'I:'>i('t'tl{wm " - ° Cod ltlldtrsfaJirl.-.. 1 loi't' .)'011 rtl!. ./ot:l' ,:.. -;,•Jtlr you." 

This ptcJ\'CU to our minds that tlw same intelligence whn ..,poke to us by Jl1(':tlb of tht.: raps was 

the in,·isihle operator, as no blind force cou ld act on the :lpparatlls, and make it ~pdl out 

intel ligent nH ·ssages; anJ we could not come to any other conclusion than that the spiritual 

hypothesis is true. The mcdiultl began to show sympto m s of gn·at ncn·ouc; exhaustinn, when 

the nrrow mo\·ccl to the following letters: 11 l solatctln·mt(li'llln "-" /sola/,· lite mr·dm111,'' wltich 

I did by l<:tt ing the friends holding him m O\'L' awny from him al)l) lll two ft:f'l, ln1t h;l\'iug a 

full ,·icw of his feet nnd hnnds. The arrow now began to s pin l'OliiH l al a very rapid rate, then 

s top, and oscillate, and ,·ibra tc strongly; the scn si ti \·e s hi vered, and was nwch agit:1.t<.:d whilst 

the arrow was in motion., establishing the stntcmt:nts of the spirits that tlw power used fur 

producing the manifestat ion was ex tracted from the body of thei r 111cdiullt, a::-. in tit<. case of 

full form materia1isatio n, during w hich the weight of the medi um varies \Vhilst materialised 

fo rms arc in v iew. 

l\fr. Eglinton then suggested th at his eyes s hou ld be blindfolded and his hand be ~ llowc:d 

to guide the arro\\' ; nnd w ith eyes tightly bnndagcd, the poinler was guid<d tn the~c letters : 

,. Godundr·rstands/love)'Ullnlljory "- 11 God understands. I /o;,•e )'Ott all, '}oty.' '' The me<:;sage was 

word for word like the one we obta inc J by the pointet· mo\·ing \Vi thout morta l intcn·t:ntion in 

the pre\'ious experiment, except that 11 1:., w/tlz you" was lt"ft ont. \Vhe n the eyes of the medium 

were unbanJaged, I remarke d that, spee~king from a sceptical po int of \·iew, the experiment was 

not a ltogf'ther satis facto ry, as I thought the bandage did not Jlt down clns('ly undl'r his eyes 

owing to t!te promine nce of the nose, whcrct tpo n he solemnly declarl'd that he ('ot dd not SL'L' n 

ray of ligh t. T o len ve not a shadow of doubt that he did no t st e, I\ I r. Egl in ton c;aid Itt"· would 

try for another message blindC.Jided, but, in addition, somebody s llOu ld press ~ linger tigh tly 

m•er carh of his eyeballs ~t tltc same time, to keep the folds of the handkerchief well under, so 

that all the s itte rs in the room could k now for themselves. Accordingly, I appointed one l)f 

the s itters to place a finger over each eycb:1.ll, and at the sa n\c time to keep the handkcrchit:f 

wl'1l down ; under these conditions it was simply a physical impossibility for any human being 

to sec anything normally. The medium's hnnds were then p laced on the et tTow ; it began to 

ro ta te and pointed to these letters: " Yourmrcl/mmslrttciloi'f)'Vmllljvc_w:-;withymr ''- '' } "our lllfchum 

is true. I !oz•c you all. 1
./()(')' ' rs i.l'Itlz J'Uu." Thus the same i11tclligencc who gan~ us the former 

manifestations sen t th is last message indirectly by mesmcricn lly guiding th~ hand of tht 

sc nsi ti \'e to the le tters. 1\ny practical mesmeris t will understa nd th r process. To dispd any 

doubts w hich my previous rcm~rk might lead the lis teners to think 1 IJ<td, ti1L intdligcllcc wrote, 
11 }'our medium 1:" /rur ,-" and again, for the third timL', under diO'crcnt conditions, lljH.'att.:d his 

1\!essag<.:, 11 I loi.ll! you all. 1./Vt:J'' is 'it'l~h )'Vu." 
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The ct~mutuniration itsel f is neithe r good, hau, nor indiffere nt, but s imply an cxp<.. rimental 

me:::;sagc fro m a ~pirit, who, at our special request, s ucceeded 111 co mmunicating in such a 

wny that no Slli'Cl lll, conjuru·, o r other person, could, by trying from now ti11 doomsday, 

account fo r the plwnome non on any othe r than th e s piritual hypothesis. Where the re was no 

con federatt-, seientiflc mccklllis m, or a properly arranged platform or apparatu s with secret 

machi nery, 11o thing wou ld make the s imple appara tus act as 1 have s tated, e xcept gu ided by 

s upe rn atural mea ns. T o make the proof e \·cn more positi\'e, I su bst:(jue ntly had a nothe r St:auce, 

when I askt<.l (, .J o<-y," th~ spiri t (who I have oft t:n se~n materialised nnd speaking to u :-;, with 

his medium in ,·icw of all a t the sa me time) , if he d id it. J k told me point bl<mk, \\'it h a 

cleat· and di :::, lind vnice, '' ll 'l~v, t.:l'rlaill(l' I did: .il,ho dsc do you thin!.· 1~ was? l did it lo 
COIIt'lJ/Cl' J'OJI that spints call aJI(I do tnJII IIIIIIJiralc 'll 1tih 11/0r/a/_-;, but thtrc an· o!lzcr wq)'S tl do1i1g so 

tlwt du uot lax tlu! cnerg/cs of t!u• 111c'clium so muclt " 
After the experiment with the dial, we had a s hm·t s itting for ma tc ria lisation, during which 

the spiri t::, materialised as far as the w aist , float ing all o \'er the room, a nti coming \Vithin a fe w 

inches of our faces. The beautiful cross was shown to u s all. On several occasion s it has been 

brought and held for some time again s t the fo re head s of diftere nt s itters, w ho have seen s pirit 

form s holding it, une on each s ide. One lady, who had ne\'er be fore witnessed the sp irit forms , 

I.Jecamc rather alarmed; and 11 Ernest " remarked, quite audibly, tha t if she were afraid, they 

would re fra in from mani fes ting, out parenthetically added tha t s he need no t h~we the s lig htes t 

fear, fur the cross (a ll uding to the luminous one we had seen) we had just before been s hown 

was a sufJlcient passport ; whe re tha t was born\! hy spirits no harm would befall any <J f 

us. After this the seance we nt on, and the medium on recon::ring fro m his trance, rem:trked 

that he would r est for a :::; hort peri od and the n try the dial ag·a in, by placing hi s hand 

on it in his normal s ta te, as there wen.: some strange spirits wi s hing to communicate. This 

he did, and becoming partia lly entra nced, he d irected the arrow to the following h:ttcrs, 

which being properly grouped made, (( l am R osl·na A una Plulippa llt nrietla. I died 1 G years 

ago to-night. Your sister L o111:c;a --- ( I leave out surnames, as I have no pcrmissit)ll from 

th <.: person who read the message to make it public), afterwards Air:, . -- --, is with me. 

Do you waul lc::sl~ ? Site laid me m JJ(V s ih.'Cr and blur cofjiu .: site is ·with me, aud 1/wug/, two 

years luwe elapsed ::; i11cc she died, I ha ve come back to clu·t.:r )'OUr lout(y hours. I join ·wtllt Iter zit 

sending dear lol't', and also lu E-- awl C--. Cancer tmllwt l.:ril ltl'r now, and her !tjt breast 

is now healed. Dod is willz )'ou.'' l Jere ended a most U~l' ful tes t message to a lady present, 

who became grL·;-~t ly ~1gi tated, a nd acknowledged c\·crything said tu he lite ra lly correct. 

At one itllpro\'i:::;ed :::;i tting, we received SC\'era l messages lJy the ctid of the dial, the ha nd 

of the medium directing it. T o get mu;sagcs by direct agency is ttJO trying f01· the scns iti\'e; 

hence, when his hand is used, it greatl y cconomiscs po\\'er. One message ran, "Yes, f will do as 

I am n·qut·stcd. II '/rc•Jz you write Sl{V that tluTc 1:'i a probabJhty of lu~ n:q/l(:st IH·ing carn(:d out. 

}'our . .,talc uf mind is our first consid('Jn//on. I Vc 1·utcnd giving ~Pz'n!s opportunt"ty to spcal.' in 

tltts simple zvt~y.'' This wa:-) UIH.Iers tnnd by one present, who said the message \\'as rcle \·ant 

to certain qutsti"ns whkh had UL(.:n prcviou:::;ly put to the contn)b. Two or three nthcr s pirits 
ga"< .. fu ll dctaib of their names, age~, and cause nf deat h. 

At anotlwr sc(mce, also an improv ised o ne, l\1r. Eglin tun, two ladic::, ( one :1 llll'diulll ), and 

mysdf were engaged in a rubber at whist at my house, when, as tl sual, ' 4 J oey" m ade ltin 1sclf 
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known by raps o n the polished drawing-room floor, some dist;111ce from the medium. \ V llilst 

we play( ·d we kept liP a lin:- ly cotn-ersntion \\'ith ' 'Joey," who seemed to enjoy sd~cting, in 

some mys te rious manne r. all the hest cards for 1\lr. Eglinto11, nlthough T repea tedly cndca,·otl red 

to tlnvnrt him. \Vc hnd played nbo11t an hour, when nn arm-chair, placed about li\'<.: fl'et 

from the table, and known as (I J oey's " seat1 wns seen to mo\'e. \Ve closely watched it, 

and found it wns first mo\'cd one s ide fo rward, then the o the r, ;1s if so me one was pulling it 

near the ta ble. Shortly afterwards the influence seemed to have gaim:d su nicil:nt power, and a 

direct forward mon~mcnt was gi\'en to the chair, and eYcntually it was run up r lose to the t;rbic. 

V..'e put it back agnin, but 11 J oey " c mphntica1ly demanded his scat at tlt c tnblc by :1g;tin Jllt)\'ing 

it into positio n. \Ve we re naturally delighted with o u1· good friend H J oey's " presence. Shortly 

afterwards, as \\'C were taking some re freshme nt, the taLic began to rock and l.n1mp about in a most 

curious m:mner. l\lr. Eglinton s tJggcsted that we s hould s it for further manifcst<Hit•ns. " j ucy" 

hamme red out his approval of this, nnd we cleared for action . \Vc lowered the light a little-it 

had hith erto been burning brightly- the table was at once taken up, turned o\·cr, and cv irlent ly 

handled \Vith the greatest ease by the contro ls. i\ fancy cover on one of the c hairs at some dis tance 

from the table was taken ofT and thrown in my face, ou r cha irs were grasped and puJled about, 

and each s itte r was touched with hands of different strength and s ize. T\\'O large \·olumcs of Punclz 

we re take n up in the air, and one dropped flat on l\Ir. Eglinton's head and the o ther on my ha nds; 

the grips we frequcnt1y got we re particularly s trong, and the hands were larger than those 

of any one prese nt. Cushions \\'ere drawn from ou r c hairs and thrown at us ; :1. large chair 

was laid across the table, a nd, at our t·eq uest, again tnkcn orr \\ ith case and placed in :l distant part 

of the rC~om. Indeed, our friends appenrcd to he ha\'ing a grand f1dd day of it. T he table was 

now dr<1 wn n<:arer the piano, and also nc<"~rer th e light, which was sti ll burning .suOidcntly for 

us to distinguish each othe r plainly. I dis tinctly saw a coaled nrm and large muscular hnnd 

stretched ou t from th e mt~dium's Lody, nnd grnsp the piano leg and draw it ne<1rer the tnble ; so p!:lin 

\\'as this that I did not think of matcria lisation until 1 felt the med ium's 1tanJ on my nwn. I 

again and again sa\\" the same hand and arm draw the piano until it \\'as quite dose to me ; 

then it Hashed <tcross me that the arm which comple tely intercepted the light of the lamp was 

not 111o rt<t1. Mr. Eglinton also saw this arm rrnd hand rnised behind the piano; the instrume nt 

now began to piny, and during the eYentng ''Joey," with s ingle notes, p1ayed correctly four 

or fh·e uifferen t tunes. 

\\'hen we received the signal to break up, and had turned on the full light , what a ch~os 

the room prc~ented! Portable couches were turned up and dou bled into their sma llest dime ns io ns; 

cushions, cards, etc., e tc., s trewed the floor. \Ve got things ship-shape again, <tnd in the 

light my pipe was \'isibly brought across the room to rr.e through mid-air, and anoth<' r object 

thrown at someone else. Shortly aftcr\\'ards, goi ng ups tairs to Yicw some birds, a pack of c<tnls, 

which I had left down s tairs, w<ts thro wn \'iolc ntly again s t the wall opposit12 one nf the ladies. 

On Tuesday, the gth Decembe r, my wife, mother, nk-ce, nnd myself had ;t special si tt ing 

in my pri,·a te scauct• room, commencing a t S p.m. Afte r being properly seated, with(lut hands 

being jo ined, se\·en spiri t fo rms showed themseh·es, three of whom came so ncar to us 

that \\'C could dis tingnis h their fea tures. "Abd-n-lnh" came within two feet of me, and as the 

gas \\·as Lurning in a line with his h ead dose to him, 1 had a good oppo1 tunity of scrutin ising 

his ft ·ntures. Jlis no~e was <luitc different to 1\1r. Eg linton's, and unlike those of tltc other 



forms, whn cam~ to within ::>IX inches or my cyc.:s. The latter hnd tlattish noses, ''ere said 

to be' Turk::;, and looked like them. The spi rit in question came out, \\·ent to the table 

in fn)nt nf us, then to the mantelpiece some eight feet from the t.:aLinet, and hu rried ly 

grasllillg :;omc blank card::; I hnd left there, returne(} to the table, deliberately took a chair, 

mo\'ed it up to the table, sat down, looked at some paper, and finally took one of the blank 

carJs it hnd Lrought from the chimney-piece, and began writing something on it \\'ith a lead 

pencil we hnd h:ft on the table. 

\\'e a ll saw the motion of the pencil and of the hand guiding it, and I immediately 

remarked that the no ise made by the pencil was exactly like the sound of n telegram being 

transmitted by the !\J or~t.: telegraphic code. l knew this, as I was connected with the elect ric 

tdegraph i 11 Ame rica some fi ftL·cn or twenty years ago, and was, and s till am, able to rca d messages 

by what is termed 11 smmL1,'' withm1t the aid of n registering apparntus with paper. The form 

remained writing si xty or nin ety seconds-a long time if one watches the minute hand of a 

watch-then quick ly rose up from the chair, turned towards us, bowed, and retired. After 

it haJ gone, one of i\1 r. Eglinton's gu ides remarked that we had just seen a spirit of a very 

high ordel'. Thi ::; was said whilst the second spirit was in front of the cabinet, materialising 

himsdf in front of our eyes, and producing out of apparently empty space yards of some 

sort of ,,·hitish material. 

l must here remark that a t one time t\J r. Eglin ton was led into the middle of the room, 

within two feet o f me, by a spirit fonn, who le ft him sitting on a chair, but who wnited at the 

entrance of the cabinet till he returnt:d, and then took him back. The spirit had white 

ga1 me nts, whilst Mr. Eglin ton had his ordinary dark-brown clothes on, and both being seen 

togctlwr, left us nothing more to d~sire as a test. 

After the St'imce had en<.kd, l ,,·ent up to the table and looked at the card I had seen the 

form writing on, and to my great surpri~e I found it filled with characters which at once 

,·ccogni:-<c-d as thnsc u~ed in the ~l orsc cod~ of s ignals when I was in America. Tht;re was 

a cro:::;s underneath , in tht: centre of which, on looking closely, I saw a miniature hcnd. 

neing able to send a telegram at any time, 1 thought I would compare the transmission 

with the time the spirit did it in. \Vith an impro\'iscd u key," at a moderate rate, I diJ it in 

one hundred seconds ; if I manipulated quit:kly I could do it in less than six ty; but it would 

be next to impossible for one without years of practice to do it under these conditions. I 

know that th(• fi)rlll WHS not Mr. Eglinton, and that he has no knowlt'dge ur telegraphy. 

I heard the synchronous action of the sonnd of writing, and the motion of the pencil, and 

to prn\'e that my sense of hearing nnd knowledge o f telegraphy w ere w ~t wru ng, on examining 

the card I foun<.l the characters were not in the code used to-day in England ami here, hut in 

that of my time, twenty years ago in America. 

Thb mu~t sullice, although there 15 much more m Dr. J lutch in st)n'::; narrati\·e shoulJ 
like td )H\:::-t·nt to the render. 

Pu blic l)pinion in Cape Town was much exercised about these sc·aJICt'...,·, and no opportunity 

was lost hy Llpponcnts to ,·ilify and slander both !\lr. Eglinton ~nd his hos t. This feeling 

culminatt.·d in a dir~ct attat:k upon Loth men
1 

the chief ofienclcrs being the editor of the 
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Cap(· Tt'mrs, nn ex-re\'erencl, nnd :1 ~ I r. Grary, tltc editor of a sa tirical paper-th<' Lanf,•nl

to \\'ho m Dr. JJ utchinson, honest})' COlll'ting investigation, had ex lciHkd :111 in\'itnlillll l1) n !=\t'l'ii'S 

o f sr"rmas. They repa id thi s cou rtesy by violating all ti w w~ngcs of civilis•·d s•JCit'ty, and the 

conditions which they had pledged thcmsdvcs to obsen ·c. One of tht'm atklnpt•·d to s i111ulatc 

the phenomenn, and, when detected, created a di sturbance, in the course of wlliC'It ht.." ncc \l ~ed the 

o ther members of the circle of imposture. Garbled accounts of the amlir were !'.tl bsequently 

published in the columns of their respective journal s, but the Cape Argu..-, comi11g to the defence 

of Dr. I Iutchin son and 1\l r. Eglinton, thoroughly ex posed the discred itable ,,onduct of these men, 
and furthe r proved the enormity of their ofle nce by showi ng that on the occac;ion sn quc!' tion, 

they were- not in a fit sta te to associClte with gentlemen. 

The year J 8i9 opened \'ery dnrkly indeed for Spiritualis t workers. T he state of public 

opinion again st S piritualism at this time determined Mr. Eglinton, if poss1 ble, tu nl>!itain from 

mcdiumship as a means of Jh·ing. 1-Iis projected tour round the world was therefore abandoned, 

and finding it impossible to remain any longer in South Africa, with any interest to 

himself, he returned to England in 1\tay, t8i9· 

7 



C II APT'ER VIII. 

TilE STORY OF A llAUiVTlNC SPIRIT. 

to England he at once gave a series of non-professional s!'auas a t 

of his old friend, ~~ rs. Macdougal Gregory. He adhered to his 

resolution, if possible not to a11ow himst:lf to be drawn again into the arena 

of public work. 1 n this resolve he was very materia1ly helped by a friend, 

whose kindness and cons ideration are the same now as then. 

In June, 1879, business called him to Rouen and Paris, and on his return 

a Sl~Inrc took place at Mrs. Gregory's, at which the late S e1jeant Cox was present. In the 

presence of l\'1 r. Eglin ton :md a non-profcssiona) med ium, two ch:1irs were threaded at the 

same. moment o f time upon the arm s o f two s itters, each of whom was then holding the 

hanu of a medium. Mr. Serjeant Cox was holding the hand of Mr. Eglinton, and the back 

of the chair passed throug h his arm, giving him the sensation of a blow against the elbow 

when il did so. \.Vhen a light was struck, the cha ir was seen hanging on Mr. Se rjeant 

Cox's arm, and his hand was sti11 graspi ng that of Mr. Eglinton. A n immediate examination 

of the chair showed that the back of it was in good condition, with nont: o f the woodwork 

loose or broken. This is only one instance of a manifestation which has been often repeated, 
h11t l lll{;lltion this as the evidence seems all that can be desired. 

Desiring a change of scene and air, Mr. Eglinton, in july, r 879, accepted an in\'itation 

from his friends Colonel a nd Mrs. Lean (1/(rc Flore nce Marryat) to accompany them to Belgium, 

on a vbit t1) her s ister at 13ruge~. Whilst there an exceedingly non:l and interesting 

experience l.Jefdl him, tbe account of which I cannot do bette r than g ive in Florence Marryat's 
own words:-

10 
B1nrGES1 :July 181/t, 1879· 

,. ,\t last the dry bones in this world-renowned old city have commenced to shake. A lady 

who is resid...:nt here, whil st on a ,·is it to Eng] and las t month in vi ted l\It~ Eglin ton to pass a 

s hort time in Brug~·s whenever it mig ht be most convenient to himself, and he crosseJ in the 

same l1oat with 11 s yesterday (We<..lnc.sday). llis hastes~ met him at tlw Sl:l tio n .1nd took him 

direct to l1er huuse, whihlt we came on to the one from which 1 write, which is s itu"tcd in 

:.tr1otltcr part of the town. Our fir::;t 'conference,' as they c(t ll the s/aJtcts here (and I think, 

si11ce the latter term has fa llen so mnch into dis repute, that it would not L>e a bad iJea to 

introduce the word amongst our English Spiritua lists), was he ld the same evening at the 

house of Mr. Eglin ton's hostess, rvi rs. M--, where we imagined a11 our si ttings would takt.: 
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place. But in the rourse of it 1 J oey' infiH·mc·d us that on the filllowing lligl!t \\'(• wc.:rc t•• 

s it at the house of !\ [rs. B-, the fr iend \\'ith whom we arc sla)'ing-. r must premise th:lt 

this house i:-5 so :1nrient that the date of its original building has been completely ]o,t. A 

s tone let intQ on e of its walls bea rs an inscription to the cn<:ct that it \\as n .... tnred in the 

ycnr l Gt6, a nd an obsolete plan of the ci ty s hows it to have stood in its present <'onditiou 

in t 562. Prior to that period, howcn:r, it is supposed, with three hoLtscs on e ither side of it, 

to ha\·e formed a convent; but no printed record remains of the fact. 1kncath it ar(. 

subterranean passages, now choked with rubbish, which lead no one can tell whither. 1 ha\·c 

s la)•ed in this house many times before, and hn\·e t~lways felt strange and unpkasant 

influences from it, especia lly in a large room on the lower fl oor, now used as a drawing-room, 

but which is said originally to ha\·c formed the chapel of the convent. Others han: felt the 

influence besides my self, but we have nen~r had reason to bdieve th:1t there w:1s :1ny particular 

c:1usc for it. On the c\·ening in question, howe\'et·, wh(;n we expressed curio~ity to learn \\'hy 
'Jo<.:y' desired us lo h olJ our IH.:xl 'conference' in !\Irs. 13--·s house, he told us that the 

medium had n c_,t been brnughl on:r to Brug<:s for our pleasure, nr c\·en ctliflcnLinn, but that 

there wa'> a great work to be tlonc here, and that Mrs. 1\J--- had be<.:n express ly inOuenced to 

iJwite him o\·er, that the . purposes of a highrr power than his own s hou ld be accomplishell. 

ConSC'f}tJently on the: following e\·ening l\lrs. !\1-- brought !\Jr. Eglinton on~r to our house, 

and ' J oey,' ha \"ing bu•n ask<.'d t '1 choose the room for the 'conference,' selected an rntrcsvl ern 

the upper Ooor, "hich k ads by l\\'o short passages into the bedrooms. The bedroom door 

being locked, a curtain was hung at the entrance of o ne or these passag<.:s, and 1 J oey' declared 

it was a first-rate cabinet. 
11 \Ve then all ass~mblcu in the drawing-room for some con\'Cr~ation :1m.l music, for the 

tim e appointed for the 'ronfcrenc<.:' had not arrived. The party consisted on ly of ~Irs. B-

and l\lrs. 1\1--, the medium, my husba nd, and myself. A fte r I had sung a few songs, !\Ir. 

Eglin ton b~came restl ess, and moved a way from the piano, sa)·i ng the !n nuencc was too s trong 

for him. r Jc began walking up and down the room, and s taring fixed ly a t the door, before 

which h ung a portih·c. Se\·eral times he exclaimed pointedly, 1 \Vhal is the matter with that 

door? T here is something very peculiar about it!' One<: he approached it quickly; • J oey's' 

voice w as hea rd from behind the portrrrc saying, 1 Don't come too ncar.' !\Jr. Eglinton then 

re treatc <...l t o a sofa, a nd appeared to be fi ghting \'iolcn tly with some unpleasant innuellcc. 

1 Jc maJe the s ign of the cross, then extended his fingers towards the door, a':> though to 

cxoretsc it; finally he burst into a scornful mock ing peal of laughtlr that lasted for several 

minutes. As it concluded a diabolical ex pression came OVC'r his face. J lc C'lcndtc.:cl his hands, 

gnashed his Leeth, and commenced to grope in a crouching pos ition toward<; th <' door. \ \'t 
concluded he wished to go up to the 4 conference' room, and let him have his \\ay. I lL 

craw]etl more than walked up the steep turret s tairs, but on reaching the top came to himself 

suddenl y and fell hack severa l s teps. Luck ily my h usband was just behind, anti sa,~ed him 

from a fall. ] lc complained very much of the inlluencc, and of a pai11 in his head, and \\'<.: 

we nt a t once into the l confcrcnc<.:' room, a nd sat at the tabl• ·. l11 a few sccouds the same 

s pirit had taken possession of him. J I<: left the t:1hh· and groped his "a; toward-; tlw 

beurooms, lis tening apparently to every sound, and with hi~ hand holding an imaginary knife, 

which was raised every 110\\' and th<.:n as though lo strike. Th~ expression nn l\Jr. Eglin-



ton' :::. lace during this pos:::.essiun is too horrible to descriuc. The worst p:tssions were written 

a:s kgibly there as though they had been labelled. There is a short flight of steps lt.:ading 

from tile cntrcsol to the corridor, closed at the head by a padded door, which we haJ lockcd 

for l(:ar uf accident. \Vhc11 apparently in pursuit of his object the spirit led 1\'Jr. Eg1inton 

up to this J oor, and he found it fa stened ; his moans were terrible. Half a do.zc:n times he 

made his weary roun <i o r the rooms, s triving to get downstairs to accomplish some end, and 

had to n turn t\l us, naoaning and banJcd. At this juncture the med ium was so exhausted 
tlwt 'lhisy ' tnok control of him and talked with us for some time, dnring which WL' 

proc-ured the writing on the arm. 'Daisy,' having taken off l\lr. Eglinton's coat a11d b;1red 

hi :::. ann, a::,ked 1\IL' to write the name of the friend loved best in the spirit-world on a 

piece of papL'r. I left the table, and not thinking the injunct ion of mnch importance, wrote 

thL name of a tlt.:ar friend now long passed away, but who is mu ch with me, and folded 

the paper. The medium too k it as I gave it, and holding it in the fl ame of the candle 

L.>tJ nltd it to ashes, which he gathereJ and rubbed upon his arm. In another minute therL' 

s tood ou t in bold characters the words 1 Florl'ncc is tlean'sl/ and which 1 find was a gentle 

rebuke from my dead chi ld that I should have written any name but hers upon the paper. 

u Vve asked ' Daisy' what the spirit was like that had controlled her medium, and ~he 

said she did not )ike him; he had a very bad face, no hair 011 the top uf his head, and 

a )ong bl:u . .: k froc k. Frow this we co ncluded he mu st have been a monk or a priest. 

"\Vhen ' Daisy ' had llni shcJ talking to us, 'Joey' desired Mr. Eglinton to go into 

the cahind, but as soon as ht: rose the ~pirit which had firs t controlled him got possession 

again, and led him grovdl ing, a::, before, tuwards the bedrooms. II is own guitles there fore 

Girried him into the cabinet bcforc: our eyes. I Ie was levitated far above our heatls, his 

fu.: t touch ing each of us in turn; he was then ca rried past the unshaJed winduw, wh ich 
enabled us to judge of the height hl' was from the ground, and llnally over a large table 
into the a rm-chair in the cabinet. 

"N(r thing, however, of consequence occurred, and after a few trial s 'Joey' to)d us he had 

been advisl'd to break up thc s itting, and we were to take the medium down stairs into the 

supper-room, which is on the ground fl oor, divided by a marble corridor from the drawing
room befure mc11tioned. 

" \Ve. accordingly adjourned there, and during supper !vlr. Eglinton appeared to be quite 

him~el[ As ::;oon as the meal was over, however, the old restlessness rctu rnt.!t.l on him, and 

he bl'gan pacing up al](l down the room, walking out every now nnd then into the corridor. 
ln a f't·w minull's we percL'i\·cd that th t.! 11ncasy spirit had again con_trollt.!d him, and we followl'J 
llim into the corridor. lie went steadily towards the drawing-room door, but on finding himself 

pursucJ tunwd hack three times and pronouncl'cl emphatica1ly the word 4 Go !' 1 Ie then e ntered the 

drawing-room, which was in darkn t.!SS, and clo:::,ed the door bl'hind him, whilst we waited outside. 

1 n a littk while he! reopened it, and speaking in quite a different voice, said, • Bring a light ! 

I lla\·e ::,omething to say to you !' \Vhen we n.:assembled we found 1\Ir. Eglinton controlled 

by a nt.:w spi rit, whom ' j ol'y' has since told us is one of his highes t g uiucs. l\J otioning 

us to s it down, he s tood before tiS and sa id, 4 I have been selected from amongst the controls 

of th i~ medium to tell you the hbtory of the llllhappy s pirit who has so disturbed you this 

cvemng. I lc is present now, and the con fession of his crime tlu·uugh my lips will help him 
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to thnw .. · (In· the car th- bo11nd cond ition to which it hac; cnndemn<'d him. 1\lany y<'ars agq the · 

l1ousc in wh ich we sta11d was a con\·en t, and underneath it were fnur ~ubterr~uw:t11 pa~c;;1gc·~ 

runni ng north, south, cast, and west, which co mmun icated wi th all parts or the tow11.' 
11 ( I s hould h <.:re state that 1\l r. Eglin ton had not prcdously l>ce11 informed uf a11y particulars 

relating to the former hbtory of this house, but that l\lrs. B-- lws told me ~ince that, 

many years ago, some one said in he r hearing that, at one time, there were rou r pa~~ag<·~ 

cxca\'atcd l>cne:t th it.) 
11

' In this convent there lh·ed a most beautifu l woman--a null; and in one o f the neigh~ 

bouring monas teries a pr iest, who, against the strictest law3 or the Church, had conc•·h·ed 

and nouris hed a pass ion for her. J Ie was an ft a lian, who had been obliged to len·(· his own 

country for reasons best known to h imself, and nig htly he \\'ou ld s leal his way to this house 

by means of one of the subterranean passages, and attempt to n\·crcnme the nun's scrupks nnd 

make her lis ten to hi s talc of love ; but s he, stro ng in the faith , a lways re~i~ tc<.l him. 1\t 

la st, one day, madd~ned by her repeated refusals and his own guilty passion, he hid himse lf 

in o ne of the northern rooms in the upper sto ry of this house, an d \\'atchcd there in tl_le 

du sk for he r to pass him on her way from her devotions in the chapel, hut she did not 

come. Then he crept down sta irs s tealthily with n dagger hid beneath his rohcs, and met 

he r in that hall. 1 Ie conjured her again to yicJd to him , but agnin she resis ted, and he 

s tabbed her within the door, on the very spot where the med ium firs t perceh·cd him. 

l Icr pure soul soug ht immediate consolation in the spirit s pheres, but his has bce11 ehaiucd 

clown ever since to the scene of his n\\' ful crim e. I Ie dr agged her body do\\'n t he secret stairs 

(s ti ll exis tent) to the \·a ults below, a nd hid it in the subterranean passage. Aft('r a few days 

he sought it again, and buried it. 1 I e lh·ed many years a fte r, a nd t.'ommitted other crimes, 

but none so foul a s this . 1 t is his unhappy s pirit which asks your prayers to help it to 

progress. It is for this purpose we were brought lo this city that we might aid in releas ing 

the miserahlc soul tha t cnnnot rest.' 
" I asked, ' By what name s hall we pray for him ? ' 1 P1·ay "for tl w dis tressed being.'' 

Call h im by no other name.' • \ Vhat is your own name ? ' 4 l prefer it to be unkni)Wil. 

May God bkss you all and keep you 111 the way of p rayer a nd truth, and from all evi l 

courses, and Lring you to everlasting 1ifc. Amen.' 

"ML Eglinto n then walkecl up to the spot he had in dicated as the scene nt' the murder, 

and knelt the re for some minutes in prayer. l f 1 have fa iled to impress ynu with an idea 

of what a solemn scene this was it is the fa ul t o f my pen, for it was the mos t th rilli ng 

manifestation that any o f us have ever witnessed. ln order tha t t h<: medium might be res ted 

we did not hold a 1 confe re nce ' the next day ; but as we sat at dinner together loud rap:; 

came on the back of his chair, a nd on our calling the a] ph abet the name • lknccletta · was 

rapped out. \Vc concluded it mnst ha\'C been the 1 di~trcssed being ' who could not pronounce 

the sacred name. In the evening I sat a lone a t the tab le w ith 1\I rs. B--, where the name 

( 11 ortense Dupont • ·was gi\·cn us, an d the following conversation ensued :-1 \Vho arc you?' 
1 1 am Lhc nun . ( did love h im. I couldll ' t help i t. Jt is such a relief to think that he 

will be prayed for.' 1 \Vhc n did he murder you ?' ' In 1498.' ' \Vhat wa~ his name?' 

• I cannot tell y ou.' ' I l is age ? ' 'Thirty -five.' '1\n<.l yours?' ' T \\'L·nty-thrc• ·.' 'Arc you 

coming to sec us to-morrow ? ' 1 I am not su re.' 
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"Tht.: next en.·ning, by 'Joey's' orderst we assembled at seven. Mr. Eglinton did not 

ft:e1 the influence in the drawing-room, but directly he entered the 1 conference' room ht: was 

possessed hy the same s pirit. His actions were s till more graphic than on the first occ~sion. 

I Ic watched from the window for the coming of his victim through the courtyard, and then 

recommenced his crcnrling stealthy pursuit, coming back each time from the locked door that 

prC'vented llis egress, with snch heartrending moans that no one could have listened to him 

unmoved. At last his agony was ::,o great as he strove again and again, like some dumb 

a nimal, to pass through the wa lls which divided him from the spot he wished to visit, whilst 

the perspiration s treamed down the med ium's face with the struggle, that we attempted to 

make him s peak to us . \Ve implored him in French to tell us his trouble, and believe us 

to he his fri ends, Lut he only pushed us away. At last we felt we must pray for him, 

so I\lrs B-- and Mrs. I\1--, with myself, kneeled down and repeated all the well-known 

Catholic prayers. As we comme nced the De Profuudt"s the medium fell prostrate on the earth 

and seemed to wrestle with his agony. · At the Sah'e R egina and Ave A/aria he lifted his 

eyes to heaven and clasped his hand~, and in the Paternoster he appenred to join. But 

directly we ceased praying the evil passions returned, and his face became distorted ~\'ith the 

thirs t for blood. It was an experience that no one who has seen could ever forget. At 

las t 1 begged Mrs . B- -- to fetch a crucifix, which we placed in his breast. It had not 

been there many seconds uefore a different express ion came over hi!:> face, and he se ized it 

in both hands, s training it to his eyes, lips, and heart-holding it from him at arm's length, 

then passionately kissing it, as we repeated the Anima Christi. Finally, he held the crucifix 

out for each one of us to kiss- a beautiful sm ile broke out over the medium's face, and the 

spirit passed out of him ! Mr. Eglinton awoke terribly exhauskd. His face was as white as 

a sheet, and he trembled violently. I li s first \Vords were, 4 They are doing something to my 

forehead; burn a piece of paper and give me the ashes.' 

"l·le rubbed them between his eyes, when the sign of the cross became distinctly visible, 

drawn deeply on his brow. The spirits then said that, exhausted as he was, we were to 

place him in the cabinet, as their work was not yet done. He was accordingly led to the 

arm-chair behind the curtain, whilst we formed a circle in front of him. ln a few seconds 

the cabinet was illuminated> and a cross of ·fire appeared outside of it. 
1

' This manifestation having been twice repeated, the face and shoulders of a nun appeared. 

II~r white coif and chinpicce were pinned just as the religieuses are in the habit of pinning 

the m, and she seemed very anxious to show herself, coming close to each of us in turn and 
reappearing more than once. 

11 1 joey ' s~id, 'That's the nun; but you'11 understand that this is only a preliminary trial, 
preparatory to a much more perfect materialisation.' 

11 I asked he 1· if s he were the I lortcnse Dupont who had cornmunicatcd through me, and 

she nodd<.:d her h~ad several times in acqu iescence. Sh~ was succeeded Ly a very perfect 

makria]isation that has appeared before through Mr. Eglinton, although we have not yd 

recognised it. It b the s pirit of a dark man, apparen tly an lndian, with a s hort black beard 

and moustaches, who is sa id to havt: come for my husband, and to have b<:en connected with 

him in some way when on foreign service. He returne c.l three or four times on this occasion, 

and made himself distinctly visible to all, seeming to be anxious to be examined and recognised ; 
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but we han~ not yet disco\·crcd !tis name, .and 'Joey' can tell us nothing about him. This 

ended the 'confL'renct· ,' and I on ly men tion it to 5how what powerfu l c;itting~ \\'(' arc having 

here. 1 h1ring this even ing a watch, which had l1cen mi:::,sed tlw day hcfon: from i\ lrs. 

l'vl --'s hands, ca me fl oating from the ceiling down into her lap; and we were tnuclwd at 

the same time by materialised hand s." 

~~July 22nd, t8jg. 
11 There is a little band of Spiritua1i5ts at O s tend, who \\'ere ,·cry anxious to secure ~1 r. 

l;:glintt'n' s he lp fnr their circle, and yesterday aft('rnoon we went hy <lppointmcut to hold 

a 'conference' w ith them. It was <t peltin g wet dny (I<H· the deluge is nut entirely confined 

to England), a nd most unfavourable weather for physical manifestations. They had arranged 

the ir meeting to take place in the room of an hotel, with three staring unshaded \\'indn\\'s, 

Added to which about t \n:nty good people had been in\'ited, and u nder such c in.:umstanccs 

it is needless to add that it was found imposs ible tn hold a s itting, and it was put o fl' to 

nrwthct· day, \\'lten they should be able to make a better preparatio n. \Ve came back 
together It to f\ 1 rs. 13--'s house to suppe r at about ten o'clock. During the meal loud raps 

were heard about the room, and on giving the alphabet 4 J oey • o rdered us to go upstairs and 

s it, and to ha\'C the dnor· a t t he hcnd of t he s taircase (which we had hithe rto hleked f<w fea r 

of a ccident) open, which we acco rdingly did. ( I had remarked pri \'atcly to l\l rs. B-- the 

day before that I felt sure the spirit of the monk would not feel s atis!ied until it had c nacted 

the w hole o f the murde r, which he had probably not confessed before his death ; but I had 
n ot me ntioned my surmises to 1\lr. EgJinton.) i\s soon as e\·cr ,,.c \\'ere seated nt th e tab)e 

he became entranced, and the same pantomime, which I ha\·c related, was gone through. I Ic 

watched from the window which look!' into the courtynrd, and si lent ly groped his \\'ay round 

the room, until he had crawled nn his s tomach up the s tairs which led bJ the padded d()or. 

\Vhcn he found, howe\'cr, that the obstacle that had hitherto s tond in his way was retllo\·ed 

(by its being open), he drf'w a ll.mg breath and started away to the winding turret staircase. 

<' rnnching at the doors he passed, in onlct· to listen if he were o\·crheard. \\'hen lu.: ca111e 

to the stairs- in descending which we had been so afra id (nntwith~ta11ding 1 } wy's' assuran<'cs 

to the contrary) that he mig ht hurt himsel f- he \vas lc\·itakd d own them in the lll(ISt \\'(lJHkrfu) 

manne r, on ly placing his hands twice on the balus trades, and being carried as in a fli g ht to the 

bnttnm without any n oise o f foots teps. \Ve had placed a lamp in the hall, so thnt as \\·c 

followed him we could obscn·e all hi~ actions. \Vhen he had gained tiH· bottom of the ~taircase 

he crawled on hi s s tomach to the door of the drawing-room (orig-inally t iH· chapel), and there 

waited and listened, darting back into the s h adows e\'cry ti111c he f;tllcicd he heard n sound. 

Imagine ot1r little party of ftJur in this sombre o ld h ouse, the on)y ones \\'aking at that time 

of night, \\'atching by the ghostly lig ht of a turncd-do\\'n lnmp the acting of this tcrriule 

tragedy. Mr. Eglinton's face during the possession w:ts a pcrfeet study, from which I n·ing 

might ha\·e taken a Jesson; but it \\'aS so awful to think that th<:rc we actually witnessed the 

revi,·aJ of a crime that has held its perpetrator in the continual bondage o f si n for four hundred 

years, th at \\'C had no thought for :lllything but the snlemn ity of the scene. \ Ve hl'ld our 

breaths a~ the murderer crouched by the chapel door, opcn i11g it llllisclessly tn peep within, 

and then retreating wit h the imnginary dagger in his hand , ready l11 s tt ike as !:iOllll as his 



victim (lppcared. At las t s he seemed to come. 1 n an insta nt he sprang toward s he r, s tabbing 

her once in a ll;df-s toopi11g attitude, and then, apparently find ing her n ot dead, he rose to his 

full heig ht, and s tabbed he r twice s traight d ownward s. Fo r a mome nt he seemed pa ra lysed 

at wha t he had dnne, s tarting back with both hands clasped to his fore head. The n he flung 

him self prostrate on the supposed body, kissing the g rou nd frantica lly in all d irectio ns. Pre

sently he awuke to the fears of detection, a nd raised the corpse suddenly in his a r m s. H e 

fe11 once beneath its weight, bu t s taggering up again he seized and dragged it , slip ping on the 

s tnne Hour as he went to the head of the s ta ircase tha t leads to the 'cave ' below, whe nce 

the mouth of ·l)ne uf the s u bterranean passages is to be seen. The door ;1t the head of this 

flight is modern, and he could not undo the lock, nnd we, believi ng tha t if it were advisable 

f<,r him to de!:icencl his controls wuuld open it, thought it !Jest not to inte rfe re . Pre ve nted in 

dragging the body down the s teps, he cast himself again upon it, kbsing the st11ne f1 11ul" of 

the hall and muaning. .At las t he d ragged himself on his k nees to the spot of the mu rder, 

and commenced tn pray. \ Ve knel t with him, a nd as he heard our voices he turned on his 

knees towards us with oubtrctched hands. I said, 1 H e wants the crucifi x again ; I will go 

ups ta irs and fetch it! As soon as I left the h a l1 the med iu m rose (lnd foJlowed me. I found 

what I wanted in the 'con fe rence' room, a nd re turning, met him a t the head of the s ta irs. 

He seized it from me eagerly, anJ carryi ng it to the window whence he had so ofte n watched, 

fe11 down again upon his knees. \ Vhen he had prayed for some time he tried to speak to us. 

l l is lips moycJ &lnd his tongue protruded, b ut he was tm;l b}e to a rt iculate. S udue nly he 

seized each of our hands in turn in both of his own, a nd wr ung the m violent ly. 1 fa ncy he 

tried to bless us, but the words wou ld not come. The same beautiful s mile we had seen the 

night before bro ke over his cou ntenance ; t he crucifix dropped from his ha nds, and he fe JJ 

prostrate on the floor. T he next momen t Mr. Eg linton was asking us whe re he was, and 

what had happened to him, as he felt so queer. H e declared himself fearfully exhausted, 

but said he felt that a great ca lm and peace had come over him, notwiths ta ndin g the wea kness, 

and he believed some great good had been accompli shed . lie was not again entra nced, bu t 
1 J oey ' ordered the light to be pu t out, a nd spoke to us in the d irec t voice as follows :

• 1\·e just com(; to tdl you \\'hat I know you'll a ll be \'c ry g lad to hear, t hat throug h the 

medium's power, and our power, and t he great power of God, the unhappy spirit w ho has been 

confessing his crime to you, is freed to- night from the heaviest part o f his bu rden- the being 

earth-c hained to this spot. I Jon't mean to say that he' ll go away a t once to the spheres, 

because he's got a lot to do s till to alter the conditions under wh ich he labours; but the w ors t 

l S O\'Ct. This is the special work !\Ir. Egli nton was brought to I3ruges to do ; and ' Ernest ' 

and 1 can trul y say that during the whole course of our control of him we ha\'e never had to 

put forth ou t· own powers, nor to as k so earnestly for the he lp o f God , as in the las t three 

days. You han.: all helped in a good work-to free a poo r soul fro m earth, and to set him 

on the right road, and we arc grateful to yoLt and to the medium as well as he. 1 Ic will be 

ahle to progress rapidly no w unti l he reaches his proper sp here, a nd he reafte r the spir its of 

him self and the woman he murdered wil1 work together to undo for othe rs the ha rm they 

brought upon thcmseh·es. She is rejoicing in her h igh sphere a t the work we haYe d one fo r 

him, and will be the fir s t t o help and welcome him upwards. T here a re m any more earth

bound spirits in thi s house and the surrounding ho uses w bo a re suffering as he was, thoug h 
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not tn the same extent, nnr f{w tile c:;n me reason. B11 t tlw v a ll a:;k for anJ nct:d your help 

and )'OIIr prayc r:;, ;wd this is the greatest :mel noblest end <>f Spiri tualism-tn aid poor 

u nh nppy spirit c:; tl) free thcmse h·ec:; fr<~m earth a nd progress upward.;.;, 1\ fter a whi le, when 

this spirit can con trnl the med ium with calmness, he will cnme hilll se lf and tvll you, through 

him, :11l his his tory, and how he c:1mc to fall. l\J e:mwhih:, we thank ynu \'cry much for 

allo\ving liS to drnw sn nHtfh strengt h frnm you, and helping m; wilh ynu r c:;ympathy; and 

I hope I sha ll see you to-morrow night, and that you will belie\'<~ me alwa_ys tn remnin your 
lo\'ing fl·iend,-J or-:Y.' '' 

Such is the touchin g story of an earth-bound spirit, for whom the hearts of the mrdinm's 

guides \\'ent out in hum an compassion and sympathy. Shdls! ref/qua·.' dttw·nta!s ! Such narrnth·es 
as this, ;111d there arc hundreds 011 record, gin• the lie direct to such monstrous pcn·ersions of the 

trut h, born in most cases of ignornncc. J ha\'c often been pu7.zled to account for the obliquity of 
vis ion displayr cl hy some·Thcosophists in face of such tmimpearhall le t c~timony to the humanity of 

returning s pirits, and only lately hac; th e problem been soh·ed for me. Tnlking \\'ith a prominent 
Theosophist one day, I soon discoyercd that the range of his d sion, as regard s Spiritualism, did 

not extend beyond the fl oating guitars, the musical boxes, and buffoonery of the worst type of 

sc(mrr pre,·alent in the pas.t. He knew nothing of that higher Spiritu<tlism, of the cherished 

communion of thousands of private family circles, where of a truth the real fruit~ of the spirit are 

seen- in the joy, the lo\·e, the happy reunion of soul with souL I felt I could nol disabuse him 

- he was not prepared. It is this hidden knowledge of the secrets of the l loly of I Iol ies of 

Spiritualism that forms th e real strength of the mo,·cment. Theosophi sts may talk of •• shells " 

and 11 elemcntals," Clnd Psych ical Researc hers of thei r ''u nconscious secondary seh-cs," and so-called 

" scientific" method~ , and both may render thcmseh·cs a l<lughi ng-stock alike to the world and 

Spirituali sts. But, in the speech of One of old, may we not excl:1im that it is "C;-tsic r for :1 camel 

to pass thrnugh the eye of a needle ' ' than for those l:1cki1lg a child-like thirs t for knowledge \\nd 

a rC'cC'pti\'c and symp:l.thetic mind to pac;s the threshold c.1 f the Unseen? 

s 



CHAPTER IX. 

SCIEiVTIFIC lllVESTIGAT!OiV 01V T!IE CONT!Jil£1VT. 

l IOL lDA \' \·is it t o l\1rs. Nichols followed the return from O stcnd and Bruges, 

which was, however, soon curtailed ; the success atte nding his public work having 

become the s tlbject o f much inte resting s pec ulation in scie ntific ci rcles in Sweden, 

he recei\'ed and accepted, s hortly afte r his return, a ve ry p ressing and cordial 

invita tion to visit thnt country. The scanrcs the re cau sed no little sensation 

amongs t the ge neral public, and particularly in scie ntific circJes, the experiments 

taking place at the houses o f the c1ite in Stockholm. A ve ry cordial welcome was extended to 

him by, amo ngst others, M. Pilo, H err Schildknecht, the Countess Pohlma nn, l\Iiss Valerius (an 

e minent painter), a nd the Countess \Vachmeis te r. Re ports by we ll-known scientilk men, such 

as Professors Tc.rnebom, Edland, Berlin, a nd Cotnma nder Lindmark, in favour o f spirituaJ 

phcnotm .. ·nn, were com mu nicated to t he highe r class papers. Nine teen scaurcs we re gi\'C~ n 

without any in termission of rcst-aH of them extre mely satisfactory to those who a tte nded them; the 

s it ters incl ud ing, besides those a lready me ntioned, many Swedish lite rary men, artis ts , and poets . 

The testi mony bor ne by Professors T orneb om and Edland is especially note worthy , inasmuc h 

as prior to Mr. Eglinto n's vis it they we re both e ntire ly sceptical a s r egards spirituaJ phe nomena. 

Their report appeared in the Ajtollblad ( E'vem'ng Post) of the 30th October, which is one of the 

best dai ly papers in S weden. Afte r ca lmly a nd dispassionate1y pJeading for candid inquiry in the 

matter, and pointing out tha t a lthoug h humbug and charlata nry are s ometimes associated with 

t he suhject throug h fraudule nt mediums, they ins is t that in spite of the prevale nt idea that deceit 

and hallucination are at the bottom o f s piritual phe nome na, such hy potheses are no t in acco rd 

with <t judidal ~un·~y of a ll the facts a nd the circumsta nces surrounding them. They the n pro

cc·<·(lt-d U> ::>1dJ~,tant iak their argnmcnt, fir~ t, by a lluding to the investigatio ns of \ VaJiacL·, C rookcs, 

and Z<tllnl'r, and many mor~. These men, undertaking to examine seriously and w ithout any 

precoJH'ci\'t:d opinions thl!sc inl.'x plicahle fac ts, which w ere again and again occu rring , had come 

to tlw dcci~ion that such things rea lly take place. u These in\'est igators," say Professors T urnc bom 

and Edland, 
1

' \\'LTC' at last quite convinced th at things cou ld happen impossible to be expla ined by 

the sci,·nct· of our day, and qu ite incred ib le, if there had no t been ind isputable facts to pro\·e tht:m." 

1 Ln·ing tlms clenn.:d the grou nd, they the n re la te the results of their o wn pe rsona l experie nce :

u The scillltl'S were g iven a t the house of a n honoured t:·unily here. The room in which they took 

place wa~ clusdy inspected before t he !Jeginning o f the slana, b ut n othing un usu a l \\'as di sco\'ered. 

The circle was C<lmposed of ten persons, including the medium. E \'{.: rybody sat down at the ta ble , 

the conrcrsation going on a ll the ti me, without a ny myst ica l preparations wh<lkn!r. On the: ta bk 



\\ lTe plac<"d il guil."tr, a ll lllsieal bux, and :t ~ llt ~tll bell, all 111' "l1irh l1ad h· l ' ll pr11c ' IIP d ;1t a lllttS il· 

ghop in to\\ 11. 1\ll l t<mds \\'c rc put IIJ)(ln the table so a s lq form a ch<lin, nobody !wing ahll' to 

moYc a finge-r with out !tis ncig hbt•ur noti cing it. 'I he }Kn:>ong sitting next I\lL J·:t!linlt~n \\ ' t •n: 
.... v 

closely observing hi~ s lig htest 11lO\'Cil1C'nts. The lights \\'<'n' cxtingu ishcd, but as the adjnin i ng 

rooms were lighted up, whir h cou ld t.Jc clearly seen throt~gh the crc\' in:s of tiH' door, nob•Jdy t:nt tld 

enter the l"f)Olll that was being used for the Sf'{ma without being ohscrn:d. 1\l't<'r waiting fiw a 

few 1110nlCll t S , tlJc COnn-'fSation Still going Oil, tiJe things lying 011 the table fwga11 to UJO\'C 

about. The guita r was touched , and, tu j udge by the sou nds proceeding from it, \\'a:; hn\cring 

:-tbout th e room nenr th e ceiling. l n IT turning to its former plarc, .;;('\'eral pcr~on s " < n· light!) 
touched by it. Then the music:1 l box began playi ng, and was ra11 it:d o\'cr nur IH adc.; tn :1 

corner of th e.: room, till it ~topped; when it came back to the tal1lc nnd bvgan playin~ a~ai 11 . 

The key \\'<lS to be heard ·winding up the box. At tlwt nw mcnt one of th e S\\'cdish per~ons 
pn.:sC'n t asked if tlw musil'a l box ,,.<•uld stop p1C1ying, whi ch it imllH'diatcly did. llc then ;tsk<'<l 

it to gn on plaJing at a li\'ely rate, and he w:1s at one<· ohligcd, the box pla} ing t'\'C:ll llllll:h 

faster than its usual time. After the sc(m cc wns at an end, it was observed that a large sofa 

s tanding ncar th e wall had been moved nearly one yard from its nsunl place , and, when the 

candle ,,·as lighted, many things had been displaced in th e room. During all this tim e the 

medium's hands were not let loose for one moment. 
11 The great <1ucstion now is , how nrc we to explai n satisfnctorily the s tr:-tnge proceedings 

here related? The circumstances under which they took place wholly exclude n11 tltoughtc; of 

conJunng. No conjurer would consen t to play his tricks without an assistant, or apparntuc; of 

any kind, 111 a room where he hncl ne\'cr been able to make any preparntions wh:1te\·er, a11<l \\'ith 

both hands held fa st. Some other explanation must be gh·<'n : probably long and difficu lt researches 

are necessary. By 1wople in general it is justly considered a great deal easier to bugh at what 

one cnnnot underst:1ncl than to discO\'C'f the cause of it ; therefore the g reater number choose the 

former way, although il explains nothing. \Vhen sonwthing s tra11gc a11d inLxplicablc occur.:: , the 

firs t thing to do is not to fi nd out if it is possible or not, but to get proofs that it really h<1 ~ been 
done. If we have t<1 ngi blc f:-tct s to put forward, C\'cry body must admit the possibility of liH' thing, 

al though they can not explain it. On ly those.: deny the reaHty of spi rit phenomena who lta,·e 
neYer cxaminct1 them, but profound s tudy alone can explain them. \Ve do not know wh ere we 

may be led by the disco \'ery of the C'ausc of these, as it seems, trivial occurrl'nces, or to what 

11ew spheres of Nature's kingdoms thLy may open the way; but tlwt they witl bring forward 

important results is nlrcady made clc:1r to us uy the revelations of nntur:1l history in all agcs.

ToR~EBOl\J A:-l D E ntA:-.:n.'' 

During his s tay in Sweden he \'isitcd, professionally, the Uni\'ers ity of Upsala with nw1 ked 
success ; nnd he was a)so entert:1ined l>y the Countess von Platen, at her castle in Orbyhns, 

where he g<l\.C' many s ittings. i\ft<.!r an extremely en~ntfu l series of srf.mtl s b~ ting upwards 

of a month, he left his Swedish friends, from whom he had rccci\·cd much kindness, for Denmark, 

and at Copenhagen gnyc one slana, and then, tran-lling through Gcnn:-tn) to Bohemia, lw nwl 

with a c0rdial n.ccption at the reside nce of I lcrr Schmiut, of J\nnath:1l, where he st<1ycd for a 

fortnight or more, giving seances daily to those friends of his host who resided in the nc1mty. 

Some, however, dro\'<.: thi rty and forty miles to be present, so kc:cn wns the iul<'r<" ~ l crinc(·cl 
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by them. Thl: record~ of thc::.L: sca11ccs appean·d in til t.: German Spiritualist paper, Lrdzt fifchr 
Li'dzt, then partly cditt.:d hy llerr Christian R e imt.: r s. From Annathal, l\'lr. Eg1inton went on 

to Prag ue, where he was the gtwst of the late Prince Thurn and Taxis, an olJ Spiritualist. 

l\la11y excellent res ults werl! ob tained here. 

From thence, in October, 1879, he travelled to l\lunich, in Bavaria. I rerc the SCtl/lCl'S 

were given at the residence of Gabriel l\1ax, the eminen t painter; t hey were attended by 

many well known in scientific circles. On leaving, a letter, of which the foll owing is n 

translatit111, signed l>y Gabrid f\Jax and fourll'en othe r;:, wdl known in scicnct:, Jitt.:rntun·, nnd 

art, was handed to Mr. Eg linton :-' 1 Munich, October 29th, I 879. \Ve bq:~ to thank l\1 r. 
\V. Eglinton for his kindness in giving us t\vO sianrcs at th -; hou se or the artist Gabrie l Max, 
during his visit to 1\Iunich. They were of the highest interest, and convinced us of the 

genuineness of these wonderf11l phenomena.'' 

One inciJent, the outcorne of Mr. Eglinton's st"anccs with Gabriel 1\'lax, must bt.: mcnti orwd 
here. Shortly after hi s visit to l\1unich, the celd.>rated artis t publis hed a picturt.: en titled, 

" Gci5tesgruss " (Spirit Greeting)- a remarkable adJition to the \Vorld of art from the study 

of manifestations of spiritual power. 
This eompo::,i tio n discloses a g irl verging on womanhood, seated at a piano, on the mus ic 

desk of which lies open the u f\l oonlight Sonata," of Bce thnven. J n the act of playing ~ he 

has been arrested by 41 the touch of a vanished hand." This spirit hand, materia lised from 

thl' wrist, is represented as gently res ting on the girl's shoulder. The sad, .startled young face, 

fllkd with emotion, gazes upward~, evidently seeing what, to the spectator, is invis ible. 

licr hanus arc clasped toget her with agitation. I Icr dark, prophetic eyes dilate; he r child is h 

lips are open ing with a cry of surpri se. She is li stening, all ear1 to the spirit's utterances. 
Astonishment as yet ovcrwh<:lms her-joy has yet to come. 

A more thoroughly realistic treatment of a Spiritualistic sulJject-of one of the not 

infr~quent experiences of the believers in tt modern spiritunl mnnifestations ''-could not he 
imagint.:d. It is itself a reality. You sec before you n young tt medium" r~c<.:iving a 
connnunication. Tlw ~tory is beautifully told, and simple as truth itself. Though a lndy, 

aud educated, you see tht1t this young girl is poor; the extreme simplici ty and worn appear
ariel: of her dres~ td l you thi::; much. That she is an orphan, its heavy deep mourning 

:iuggt.:sts to you. She is probably a teacher of mttsic-has to be her own bread-winner. 

ller face informs you at once that her temperament 1s that of a ":sen:)iti,·e." The picture 

15 solemnly tendert earnest, and pathetic. Though \Ve behoiJ the spin·! lumd, there 1s 

nothing 
11 

sensational " ir1 the picture. A psychological t:Xpcricncc is here, with an earnest 
anu sympathetic treatmen t, set before \15 by the genius of a gre&lt artist. 

From l\lunid1 l\1r. Eg1inton proceeded to Strasburg and Pari s, in neither of which cit ies, 

howevl:r, did he give any sc(mccs. J n Paris he was cordially received and entertaincJ by 
I\1. Lcymarie, nf tile Re;.Juc Spirilt'. 

Shortly after his rdurn to England , Dr. l{obert Friese, a distingui::>hl.!d sm'mtt of Bre~lau, 
\\'ll:) pn:sent at a St .. all(C at ti1L house or Dr. Nichols, :md an account of the re!:;ults obtained 
will be found un page So. 

One •Jf the many !ntcrL'::;ting :>t(urrcs given by him to Florence i\Inrryat, was held at tbnt 

lady's n .:si<.lt.:nc<.: on Sunday, J anuary 4th, 1880. On tha t occasion there were present her 
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hu~bnnd (Colonel Lean), George Cruikshank, George G ross111ith, and l~ utlaud Bn1Ti ngt• \ IL St•;ll l·d 

in the dim light, with Ycneti~u 1 blinds drawn, l\lr. Eglintnn wa<; set' ll by all prl' ~<'l!t to ascend 
and fl oat across the window. 

Jn January, ISSo, he was in vitetl to read a paper upnu II ulccliumship,'' hcfnlt ' the J )a) ~ t<lll 

Association of Spiritualists. The Rev. \ V. l\liall took the rhair. The p:q>cr dealt chidly 

with the unsatis factory rela tionship then ex1s tmg between m<'diums and tlw S piritualistk 

public, and a full report appeared in the Sptrituah-;t f<>r January rot h, rSSo. 
1 n Fe bruary of thi s year ( 1 SRo) he again went to Cambridge U ni n:rsity, :llld, un<kr the 

auspices of the Psychologi ca l Socic.:ty of that tnwn, gave st'anr,·.~ at which ..;trik ing- n•<;u lts ,n~ rc 

obtained, while he \\·as hanJcuflcd tn one person, and Jwlcl by another. 

It was in this month that Sir George S itwe11 a11d l\lr. Ca rl \'o/1 Buch "('xpn~cJ" !\Irs. 

Corner. l need not refer more particularly to thi~ aOair, <.:Xc<'pt t11 ~ay that the ] a~t \\'nrd 

of thist as of most ot her ., exposures,'' has probably no t yd J,cell ~aid. Tinw bring-s it -; 

nwn rc\'enge in lllost things, and S piritualism is no exception tcJ th e..· g•• JJ <.:ral rule. It is to be 

hoped that when maturer e-x perience has shown tllcst' youths the folly of their hn~ty and 

precipitate action, and their consequently fallacious conclus ions, thcy wi ll bc hon ourable enough 

to publicly confess the error into which they, no doubt, unwittingly fel l. So much at least 

is <.Iuc to the mediu m rnos l concerned. 

After this afT.1ir f\1 r. Eglinton, in a s pirit or loyal devotion to truth, immediately 

wrote to the exposers, offering to g i v~ them a sc(mcc at the resicknce of Dr. Nichulc;, out 

although they came, nothing was obtained. 

At that t ime arrangements were being made for a more extcndetl continental trip, and on 

!\larch 4th he left London, \\'ith t \VO friends, for I lulland, en n>ltfl' for Leipsic. I I ere he 
became the guest of n aron von Hoffmann, and was engaged to gi\'C StrlJI(('S to Prof('SSOr Zt>llner 

and others connected with the Uni\·crsity. \Vork was com menced on the Sth of uiarch, two 

sfauccs being gi\'en daily, or twenty-fi\'e Ill all. This was Ids fir~ t Jll l·eting with Zollner. 

\Vriting of th is, f\1 r. Eglin ton says :-~~ I fell 111 lo\·e ,~,.-ith him at onrc, he was so genial :111d 

open-h<'artcd. \Ve had a continuous series of marvellou '.i successe<;. Zull m r had intended 

writing a Ynlume of hi s ex periments, many of them novel ami s trik ing , b11t dl·ath inter\'cned." 

l\Jr. /\. J. Riko, l)f the Hague, \\'riting in Sj>z'ritua! 1\'o!ts, !\lay, 1 SSo, ~ay~. rcfrrring to 

these st'am:cs in Leips ic : 41 Zollner has a] so written tn me. lle is \'ery satis fi ed with his 

experiments with I\ l r. [ gl inton, from which he lea rned very muc·ll Sic wart·n lchrrcirh -

as he savs.'' /\s a proof of h is appreciation and <;ati.:;fact iun, I lll :l,Y ~ay, h,• .tnd Prnf1·ss(lr 

T hicnwh-another con\'ert-prcsented f\1 r. Eglin ton \\'ith a handsome cameo pin, which is nne 

of the most va lued of the many pleasant souucut'rs received by him. llcrr G. C. \Vittig, editor 

of J:>sJ•sclusclzc Studt.cn, gi\'es a long account in that journal of th<.! satisfact~~ry manifestations 

occurring in the presence of himself and friends during I\1r. Eglint llll '~ stay in Leipsic-. It 

is only possible, however, for me tn refer to some of these reports. 

On the ::!2nd l\J arch he left Leipsic for Zwickmr in Sa:-:nny, J>rore-;snr z,)J1ncr cnming 

to the train, and bidding him farewell. The experime nts at Zwid.-au tonk place at tlw 

residence of Dr. Kell ner, in the presence o f eight nr ten sciclltifl<' men, all 11! \\'hn tll \\'tTe 

en tirely new to the subject. Great intere~ t was taken in the LXperimellts, and many con \·e rts 

made. Dr. l~ellner ga\'c an entertaining account of th <.! res ults in Lt'rht A!dtr Ltchl. 
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Frn111 Z\\ il·k,lll, '' ill' rL he ::,t: t)t·d f,lr a lew day~ o nly, he \\"l' ll t tn Dn:sdcn, ga\e .1 prh·a te 

,')f"<lJJtC tlll" H' t'• :t distingui:·d tt.:d 1crsu n, ttnd leit u11 the 25th for P rC1gue, Bohemia. There l1c 

held ~l'\"l"r:d ~oii7JJ(c',..; at tlte rcsidetll"l. nr Dr. I>. Schube rt. Tl tey were attcntk·d by SC\'eral 

li tc.:r<ll")', mcdk,tl, and scientific pt ·rs•Hls, out the results were not, on the whole, satis fa ctory. 

On the .:!nd April he a rri\'ed in Vienna, as tltc gues t of Baron I lellenbach, whose fame as 

a met:q)hysiral .~utlll)r i~ \\'<'II known : he has alsn written some s triking \\'o rk s 11po11 

Spirituali::,tJL , and killdrul subjects, and is a lead ing lllt.:lllber of the aris tocracy. Over thirty 

suwa.-; \\ct\: gi\'Lil to the lliglw c;t memiJcrs of ~nc i e ty, including Pri ncess Dictrichstein, Prince 

and J>rittcc:::;s I~ lH· \'l· Jihi"tl1er, Couttt c~s Clam-Callas, Princ('s Alfred, LotJis, and ll einrich 

Li~.: htcnstdn, ( llllllt Zichy, Prince a nd P rin<'ess Batthyany, Professor von 1\l osctig, the 

dis ting:uishl·d :lll;ttll nti st, T.ll. It the 1 htkc and Duchess of Ctllnberland, Count Sch6nhorn 

Princes:-> ll atLfdd, Count \Vilczek, Prince and Princess 1\lc ttcrnkh, Baron ll offman (Finance 

1\1 ini :-> ter), 1 ~:-trtJn and Bnrone~s l{ ot hschild, Countess AI massy, Count and Countess T aaffe 

( Foreigtr 1\1 inistt rJ , 1\larquis and 1\'1 nrch ioness Pallavkini, Prince Berghcs, Count f estctich, 

Cnlnncl J>rimro~e ( l\1 ilitary Attache, \\"hom he had met prev ioHsly in London <tt the Duke of 

Clt.:n:laml'::,), Sir llcnry Elliot, Prince I luhen lohc, Prince Ratibor, and many others equally 

noted. The Duchess (,f Cu mberland specially si ng led out l'vlr. Eglinton at a reception at 

PrinC'c .f\·1ettcrnich's, and held a conversation with him of over ha1f an hour, during which 

time Ire learned much of Spiritualism in Royal circles in England. The scclnce with the 

Duke uf Cumocrland was a very remarkable one, and f\T r. Eglin ton wrote a fu ll account o f 

it for an e:-. rly 1111ml>er of Light, but I regret to say I have to omit it here for want of 

space. Slade had vis ited Vienna a s hort time previously, but his stay wa::; of short durntiCtll, 

the pol ice objecting to his prest!nce.. They attempted the same intokrancc with Mr. Eglintun, 

out the latter having powcrft1l friends <t t his back, they diJ not s ucceed. These sr'lmas <'reatcd 

a great sen~a tion, causing many eminent persons to change their opinions, and Spiritu<llism 

from thi~ time tnc.k finn hold Ill the capital of Austria. The s ittings were he ld <t t the 

rcside11Ccs of the persuns named, and accounts of the phe nonu:n·a are gin~n in llcllc: nl..>ach's 

\'arinu~ bt•nks, especia lly in the '' Prej udices of l\lankind." The following brief cx tr:-~ c t s from 
thi~ volume will .show th<.: general nature of the testimony. 

41 Eg lin ton ranw tu Viemw on my invitatiou, not fix my own sake. l myself 

needed 110 furthe r cx pt riments to co nvince me of the existe nce of othe r kinds o l bdngs. 

I have held sl'\'<·r;d sc'auccs with l~glinton, in wlli<'h the c.x pcrinh:nts took place..: in tlw 

light. I h~n·c karned llll>rc tltruugh Eglitltun than anyone.:, and es peci;rlly through the 
un successl'ul sctli/(I'S.. The phencmtcna may he <iividcd into s ix classes ; the most ord inary 

uccu JTencc is the floating about of objects, guitars, heavy clocks, g1ass tubes fi lled "ith q 11 ick

s ilver, which thnnrgh fricti on arc i11uminatecl by their contents, also the moving of dis te1nt 

ohjccls, :;uch a:; book ~, pictures, and even cha irs and fa utcuils. Now as to the explanation of these 

occutTl' IH'l"S l w ill not enter into a discussion of the ingenious sugges tions I lta \'e heard ofrcrecl, 

as, Cur itJstanr<', tl1 .1 t Eg lirHt lll lll Ci kv.s the instruments fl oa t abou t by the aid nf a11 indi<l-rllbbcr 

hand, or that l 1c, (lr ~O illl' cotll(:dcra tL\ causes the in struments to fly ahout like bats amo11g the 

heads uf the cnurpan} , sCJme of wholll they touch, as though thr<~ u g h des ign, etc., and are 
occasion;tlly l"\ vn ~L'l'll under fa\'(Htrah le circum s tance~ . 

H(ht the -.1th April, 1880, a dark sc(mre took place. It was he ld in the middle uf the 
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room, hc:t\\Tcn ll w stan~ a11d the harmonium, with only liw: pcr;-;tlll ~ pn·scn t. Then.: " as a 

dil1crence bt't\\'CCil this Sr'anre and the preceding Oll CS , in the r;l<'t lhat one nf lhe Slllllt t· r c; 

did ll<•l s hut d nscly, and allowed :1 r[ly of light to enter frt) tll tlw lighted s tn·d outside , 

which gli mmer, though not sufficient to illuminate th e apartment, threw <1 cnn~id l· r;thl~ · :ttllll \lnt 

of light over part of the room, especially over the tal)l<·, and mc1de it pl)~sihlt· for llH' and 

my neighbnur not only to hear the guitnrs floati11g about, hut to .c:.r·r· them as well ; he~id c!' 

a clock \Vhich w:ts mo\·ed from one plc1ce to another with man·dlou~ r:1 pic! i ty. It, therefore, 

was certain that Eglinton in ord er to do all this himself, not only mu s t ha\'c bc(_' n quite 

free, but llltlSt ha\'c pas~cd frcqm:ntJ_y lll front or the ray nf light, and lllU :-i t han· hl'CI1 

more \'i.-;i!Jic c\·cn tk111 the guitars. L:ttc r on, we s hall cnmC', as lwrure sn id, to dc"-:c ril w s,·(tnas 

which took place in a suOkie nt light. 
14 Tile second kind of experiment was no ticeable from the fact that a ft er the.- ::;,·(m (r' the 

furniture in the r<)~'lll was found nw,·cd about, sofas and chairs being upset 11r plac(·d o ne 

upon the other. Those who allege, as aforesaid, tlwt Eglinton gets free will lint.! nothing 

wond erful in th;1t; there arc C\'en men who go so far as to ~ay they ha ve ~cen Egli nton, 

with hoth hands held r<1 s t, raise w ith his foot an easy chair at seven feet dis tance, and 

passing it abo,·e our heads place it on the table, although the roo m was C}Uite dark and I 

felt his knees all the time, for it mu s t be understood that durin~ the firs t s /cul(ts 1 alw:tys 

managed, when I sat next him, to touch his foot or his knee. 

II The third kind of m;mifcstation is thnt of a fedtng or being touched. Tho~c who hnve 

experienced these contacts , which often occur in the presence of medium~ , k11ow that it ts 

quite a peculiar and distin ct sensation, produced :ts though hy the touch of a lwm rm h:uHI, o n 

the uneo\'e rcd skin m· through the clothes, generally nn the knee ; somdimcs it has happened 

that thn~c s itting nc~t the person touchl!LI, have likewi!'c felt the st.: nsnti Cln a nd s poken o f it, 

at the sa me tilllc a.;;5crtillg tha t they could see ~() Ill (: ~nrt nf rorm . 

.. A~ to the appearan ce nf lights, ~parks and points or light \Y< :n : Ulld t>tlhkdly freq m·ntl_y 

S t 'l'll at ;111 llll:ttta inahle disLuH.:<..: fro m l\lr. Eglinton, .hcsidt.'"i whil'll <>tl tlJl<' oc<':lsitm a bluish <T Pl:i!':i 

w:ts ~een, thnugh in tlli ~ fase Ill ~ was standing outs ide the cird<' , hut h:1d he hel' ll al,lc tt' 

pl:we s uch n ph t.. , ~ phore~cent light there, the riddle rem:1i11 ;:.; why tltt.• rn11 111 s h £11 1ld 1t11 l }w lit hy 

it. Snlplddc of fakium, barium, and strontium illuminate Yery powcrfnlly, ami Pro rcssnt· Jhl1n;dn 

lias cnn s tructed a safety I:tmp for the usc o f miner~, of this plto~plwrcsccnt quality, which 

thnllgh throwing a weaker light t!J:tn tlt, ,se in o rdi11ary ll Sl', )'d gi\TS s ullici!'l1l fttr lhe purpn~c. 

This, hn\\'l'\ 'Cr, \\':tS Jlllt the case with lhis appearance i the ('Til<;::; , whir-11 or i t ~(·lf ' \\'(IS lllll l' h 

hrightt'r and of a far deeper b1ue than quicks \I ver in an air-e:x hauskd r<:l't· in·r, which g ives 

s ufficient light of itself to show the outline of a hand - notwithstanding wh ich the h1uc c r(ls~ 

ga\·c nn light wh:ttevct·, the room renwining as dark ns bdore. The time of day made it 

impossible that 1·ays of sunlight should by any means penetrate i11to the rnnm, for th<· slrmct' 

tonk place at eight o'clock tn the e\·cning, nnd S 111Ce rour o'clo(_'k, E~lilltnn a nd I h~ld hcl' ll 

ronstantl y toge ther. 
41 The \·a)uahlc results arising fro m the pnrtly or wholty un suC'cess rul ."t"rm rr·s ind nced me 

to hold a s itting with him by myself :-tl<mc:, with on]y the companionship of ;1 roung relative· 

of mme. The s/ance tt.>nk place in the lihrnry; Eglinto n sat with hi .s back ln the bn(tkca~• · , 

1 opp:,s itc hi1n, and t11 Ill\" right my young friend. \\'e fdt i1 C1J1Jl b reeze fl \"er the hacks uf 
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ou r ha nd:.;, and a bout two mintttes a ft e r the light:::. were put out the mu~ical clock began to 

play. Tlw objects on the table nwn:cl, but did not fl y about, and Eglinton saiJ in a low 

\'nice that h~ had an impression that we sh ould lw\'e the appearance of lig hts a nd a materialisation . 

lI e a~k C'd for a comfortable scat, a nd received from us an arm-chair. It is c1ea r, that as he 

\vas free, though we could hear him hrcathing, he was in a position to do all himself, and 

only the nature uf the manifes ta ti ons cou ld determine whether they were accomplished through his 

physical powl'rs or not. One must recognise the fact that we had possibly to do with an arti s t 

of the fir !:>t rank, of high phy~ical a nd mental g ifts, C\'C ll h~a\'ing out of consideratio n his youth, 

knowledgl', and in<l i\'iduality. 

" I ~aw first a bluish li ght, by which a human head was illuminated, though indi~tinctly. 

A lmost Jirectly afterwards the same :1pparition was repeated, only this time the l ight was 

so ::,trnng that the head of a n Orie ntal, with a thin waving bea rd, \\'hite tltrban and 

d rap...: ry, was di s tinctly vis ible, about a fuot and a half dis tant fro m me and the o ther s pecta tor. 

Thi~ appearance \'anisiled, and after S(l llle tim..: the s ame head, eve n more dis tinct, s howed 

it::;clf, approaching me within fou r o r (i ,·c in ches. The form s tood o n the tahl c, as though 

the u11dcr part of th...: lig ur...: wa!:> cut nfT by thl' le\·cl of the tal.Jle. I saw this a pparition about 

twe11ty ~:Wl'Onds, and I can most emphatically declare that from the like ness and the whole 

nat11rc of the appearance, it cou]d by no possibility be Eglinton's head. I sought curious ly 

fnr the lig ht coming fro m below, by which the face and the rich folds of the white drapery 

were beautifu lly illuminated, witlwut, IH)\VC\·e r, throwing a ray of light into the room, a11d 

disco\·cn.:d the blue cross. The cro~s was then, as it were, absorbed into the drapery, and 

the ilg urc disappeared, o r, to speak more correctly, faded away. A s it van ished s lowly, the 

hltH.: CJ't)SS appt.:an . .:cl ag;dn, s uspended for a s hort time , after which the S£;nnct: terminated. 

My compan ion \\as much impressed ; he saw th e same as I did, on ly that he recognised the 

blue cro:::,~ at th~ second :1ppearancc of t he tlgurc and saw the eyes move, and look steadily 

at him. 
11 \ Vv wil l llrs t weigh a ll th~ circumstances which co llld account for s uch a manifes tatioll 

hy ordinary physic;d IIH..·ans, and whkh, in commt>ll p:1rlance, wou)J l>e dt sc ribed as sus picious. 

The Jllhlium wa~ qu ite free, and co uld, witho ut chance of disco\'cry, d11 many things unseen 

hy 11s. llt: :1skt:d H::i to converser a11d the mus ical box was often playing, :1 lthough ve ry suft ly ; 

bes idt'$ which we could sometimes he<tr the ru s tling of his g:1 rmc nts . \Vt.: will likewise discuss 

the probabil ity ot produdng sueh a kind of ligh t nntl the plac ing tl1cre ftf such a head. 

1klurc we examine, ho\\'C\'er , this dit'licult ques tion, we will weigh the obstacles in the way 
or a ny dn·l·pt io n being practi sed. 

'
4 The sc''mttt' was held in my lil,ra ry; any pre paratio ns for o ptical appar:1tus were therefore 

impussilJ1e, and there was nothi ng the lt·ast remarkable in Eglinton's dress, e ither before or after 

t he sutncc. It is inconceiva l>Jc th:1t any :lpparatus could ha\·c been cncloseu in a large cigar 

ra::;e, and the ti me to perform any s urh mimi cry was ,-~ry short. 1 Ie had a bout fi,·e min 11 tes 

only lx.: fore the firs t man ifestati on tuok place, and, at th e outside, two minutes :1ftcr the la:::;t, 
to rL plact· t·,·c.:rything in <.)rdc r. 

11 
..:\11 tlti :::,, 111) \\'C\'t,; r·, is nClt dccisi \·c. The appearance of the h...:ad, and of the clothing, 

with11t1 t a11y prl'paration, the disappe:Jr:lncc uf a iJ thi s without a trace being left, incrcdiLle 

~ts it appears, t..>specia lly a s the wnrk of :1 young man of three-and-twenty whu, exCt'pt in his 
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se'cma .-:, s pe nds little time in physical s tud ie:-; and practice, i ~ lltll a l le~gvthe r to hv dt·~cribcd 

as nhsolutdy imp•)ssiulc. The crucial tes ts fo r the solution of th is phen11 mc n•m lie i1 1 the 

lig hts and in the head itself. ltnYc d iscussed the question witlt ;1 practic;d physicist, 

who manages a warehouse for SciCJl tJ' flc Cl i) P c" l' ,"lllS 1 a tl<l \\'110 S .., ,., t • I' t f .. " 1 .. gren specta I '-' or LTt:ry 

kitH.! of opt i<:al in strume nt, with a \·icw tn discover if the clfl'ct is due to :1. cuttning arrang<·mcnt 

of mirrors . \Ve agree thnl the pre-sence of s uc-h a head, nr ~uc h a figu re, is quite imp"s..:.ible 

\\'ithoul a place where the original coulu ue put, and of a ] ;~rge mirror whklt could n:llcc-t th e 

objccls ; therefore, as e \'ery ex pert '' ill confess, the re can be 110 t hollg ht nf that theory, in ns.

much as the phennmc na occurred in a room clnscly locked, wit h nn other t.· Ji l rntH.'I ', a nd where 

every pn;-par:t tion \\' :ts imp~~~s i blc. Such 0pt irn l ill usion::; could th <: reforc hy nn nw;\11 " be 

carried nul. 

"The <lssumption that Eglintnn might han~ such a mask in rcadi11cs~, and be prn\·idcd 

with tm·an~ tn obtain eel tai n lights , is likcwi~e inadm issi ble. S uch a dt lmttl)' t·nnl d nnt h;n e 

lidng eyes and mo,·emettts ; t lwrc is therefore 11 othing le ft tn hl' ~uggcsted except that ltr him .... ·f(l 
personates the <tppnrition. I will k aYe 1111 t of the qtH.: c; t ion how Egli llt ' IIJ cnuld ilhrminate 

his face so brightly, and yet c\·crythi ng else in the room remai n i1 1 total dnrktH·::.o;; , and place 

before the reader the following questions :-

'' Can the reade r bclic\:c that I cnuhl fa il t t) n ·rngnise a face which :tp]H'arcd twice n:ry 

distinctly Lef,xc me, :llld n :mained ror many ~ecomls , nnly ah() Ut f<ntr inchc:-i dis t<lllt from mille? 

"Ca n the re<tder belic\'e th :-t l a beard, eac h ~ep<t ra tc kl ir of whir h l t'Ptdd S<' l' t' ' the l"ClPts , 

could be made <t wny wi th, tngethcr wit h all the other pnraplwrna lia, in the s pac-e' ~~ r twn 

minuks? 
11 And can the rc-ader credit thnt Eglintnn, for years , s hnultl be a ble to perform these 

optical wonde rs in the presence of such men as Zc1llner, and also in that o f nthcr~. and yet 

a t other times cnulu not perfurl!l them ? 
"These a rguments nrc a bsolutely un answerable; ll l)t , ho\\'cn~ r, f1·otll the cirntms lnnce that 

Eg1intl)11 \\'as free. I am 1111 t j us tilied in cn11ing that an illl pnc;;sihility, s im ply l w~"all '-'t' it is 

utterly hcyt~ t H.l Ill)' cnnn•pt io11. Itt S') doing l s hnt1ld I>L· gtt ilty ,,r t ltc ~:tnw l ' tTnr a" <•lll' 

scie ntists. 1, the rcf~~ re, lJdi t.:\'C lhc head 1 saw to l.Jc a psychical nppariti111l J(,r tlw l'cd lll\\ ing 

reasons :- That, in the prescnn· of th n.:~ dille reot medi ums, u1 ukr the m" ::.t ;-; tritlgc nt kst 

conditions, 1 hnYe seen a nd fel t ha nds nol mortal, is as certa in as that there exi~t c(lmds and 

meteoric St(ln es. That Zollne r, under th e same test conditi l) llS, fr·lt the pre~(' l h't.' or fed, is 

equally \\'e ll authcnticateJ. I n~k, therefo re, if hand s and fed nr<' thu s projcctt·d ( tn:tkriali~ccl) 

why s hould the re not be mnteriaJisation of heads ? I h \·c ~u c lt not been ollscn·•·d by \\ 'a I lace 

and Crookes under the mos t rig id test conditions? Is it mnre d iflicult to bd il.'\ ,. that J ·:~ linto ll 

1s a trickster, or that hands have been materiali ~ed under s trict tes t cn ndilions ·? Tltcre 

is a scepticis m which surpasses in imbecility the obt useness of a dnd- ltopper. 
1 ' A young (l nd gifteJ fr iend of mine, who wn~ much interested in (l l> taining gl.·mtirw prnnr:.,, 

wished to ha\'e a scim cc with me and my a fore- named rclati\'c alnnc. Eglintnn lti111 ~clf prr,JH,.::('d 

a light sr'i.w rr·, such ns he hacl fonne rly held, if 1 ~ Ill not dcccin·tl, with \\'all:t r•·. For th is 

purpose twn tnwcls \\'e re hung O\Tr the ope n donr b d \\'<.'('11 the middle ro(Jtn rllld tlH: library, 

so as to form cu rt ~ in ~. Eglinton sat in this doorway on ~ chair, St> that h is 1-\tl cc~ and 1'< -c t 

\\'ere in une room <ltHI t he rest of his uody in the lihrnry, h(·ltind the imprn'i.·i··wd rurt:1 i 11~. 

9 
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T he r.,om 111 wh ich Egli nton s nt was <.Iuite dark, the o ther 111 ha]f light, s ufficie nt) however, 

fur every o bject to ue vis ibl e. A t Eglinton's expressed wis h, both his hands we re sewn 

tt1gct la:r lx:hi 11d hi s !Jack, in s uch a manne1· that the mos t extraordinary :skill could nut dis

engnge them, u r, if dise ngaged, fa s ten them tugethcr agnin unaiJ.eJ. Eglintnn likewise 

reques ted my frie nd, after the firs t mnnifestation, to make sure agnin that everything was 

secure. The g uitar, mu s ica l box, e tc., were placeJ abc~ut half a yard from the curtain on the 

fl,>or , and s ubseque ntly e ven nearer, and on his knees was laid a heavy volume, the curt;.tins 

being a rra nged su tha t the bnok was quite vis ible. Although this sci.ntcc las ted nearly an 

hour, 110thing tou k place except that the cover anu se,·cra l pages uf the hook were o pened 

withou t a nyone touc hin g it, a nd the book itsel f afte r some moveme nts was thruwn hehind 

Eg lintl'n'.:; c ha ir. S ome motion of the cur ta ins was a ls 'J o bserved, a s th J ugh a hand was trying 

to p ull them bac k. The s61ncc termina ted; my frie nd took his leave, and we three remained 

some time ]onger drinking tea. Suddenly Eg llnton drew himself togethe r and a s ked fo r paper and 

pe ncil, with \\' hich, a fte r making se veral s trokes, he began to write in English from right to le ft. 

\Ve had to place it be fo re a mirror to read it, and the re we found written that we might see 

s t ill furthe r ma nifestations at that time, only that the medium s hould be allowed to move about. 

\Ve were overjoyed and much surprised, and occupieu the time in the foll owing experiments :

Eg lintn n placed him self o n four s trong drinking glasses o n the to p o f the d osed piano, and 

n:questccl us to ask fot· certain r ap s in rotation. These we re correctly give n as though they 

we n .: :;t ruck from under the lid of the piano. Eglinton then desce nded fro m the pianu and 

askeu that th e knockings ~hould be repeated un the lluor, and unde r the thick Persian 

carpet. This a lso was accomplis hed. Eglinto n the n made us sew hi s hands together behind 

his back, anJ everything was arrangcu as it had been be fo re. The table stood this time on ly 

a foot d ista nt from his knees, and we placed ourselves from five to six feet from the table, 

o ne to the rig ht the other to the left. I sat o n an easy chair by the window ; my rdative 

s toud h,y the pi<1110 so that we could sec everything bo th abo\'e and below. Scarcely had 

we t ak~ n our places tha n the book s pra ng vio lently from th<: table, and upc ned a s it had done 

bef,, re, thl' gu ita r \\'as ta ken by an un:seen hand from the table, flnng through the curtains 

intn the nex t rCl11 11l 1 where it 11oatcd a b out playing (at leas t ::;o it sounJed); a vinlin which 

1 had purposely placed be hind Eg linton in the dark room flew thrn ugh the curt:1ins a t my 

feet; the guita r , afte r it ltacl a udibly mani fes ted its presenct: itl the dark room, sometimes by 

playi ng, SI)Jlldimes by kll o<"ki ng aga i11 ~t things, returned to it ~ place on the ta b1e, and a long 

a11d la rge han d ln,,k tit ~.: Jllt~::>ica l l.wx fru m the tab]c and ca rricJ it in to th e next room, where 

it C\ 11llllle1Jccd play ing . i\ 11 this happe ned at the outs ide in fi\'e m inutt.:s
1 

at the e xpiratioll o f 

which t ime I e n te red the da rk r uum to convince myselr o f the security of the sewwg. But 

adm iltl'd a~ it mus t be tha t it wmdu be pe rfectly impossible fu r t he s lce \·c s o f a coat which 

we re ~ccurcly sewn together be hind tlte hack to be unsew n and resewn in ~o s hort a s pace c}f 

t ime , the (li sappeara ncc of the g uita r witho ut hands , the renw\·al from the ta ble uf the bvok 

which was \'i::> ibly ly ing llll it , and lns tly, the k>ng form uf the hand and arlll, mus t be perfectly 

con\'inc illg pnlfl(::; for anyone of commo n unders tanding that there coulJ be 110 quc::; tion ur 
ordil tary phy s ical !dH::Il<,mcna ur o f jugglcry. 

I{ The second of tllis l.;ind <d' Sl'tlll(('$ llll)k place in the pres~ llCC or a lady and two geJJtle-

l lletl, bc:side::; lll .)' ~t· lf a nd Egli nton. The sam..: manifes tatio ns were repeated, o nly rathc=r m ore 



Srt"ollijir /u-;·csl~~ill/ou OJ/ lht· Coutinod. 

quie tly. The only new thing was thal not on ly were Eglintnn's hand s sc,\·11 lt~gclher lwhiml 

his back, b11t his coat wns lik c\\' ise securely sewn up in front, sn that his gdting (ltlt nf il was 

a mat te r of 11tte r impossibility; he lik c\\'ise a llowed n tJ<.' (lr the s pectators tn placl' !tis l1aml 

o n his head so that lte cou ld, in d nse proximity, nhsern~ the hook opening of ihelf. \Ve must 

Jikcwisc remark th at at n ne lime Eglinton's knee was b11rkled ln hi -=. <'h;tir, and al :1l'l11ther 

was hcJd by a hand fa s tened to it hy my sceptical fr-l<' IHL 
II The third and last S(t(TII(t' t(lok place nne forenoon at my hou sc, in the j>I"('SC'IH'I' or a 

gentleman and lady , at which there w:t:o=; this \':triation, dz., that a. small gr<'j'i"h hand appeared 

throug h the Cllrlain s , \\'ithout, IJII \\'C\'C r , taki11g hold ol' anyth ing, and that the ~mall l:-tble ncar 

tbC' dn<~r, on whkh some a1!Jt111lS \\-ere placed, was dra\\'n s ndcl< ·n ly tnward-=- the dnnr. 
11 1 imagined that the twn allHTlliS might he carried into t ltP ne:-:t rnolll i11 tlw s;m1c \\'<1.)' as 

the book, the rcfn re , while s itting in the arm-ch:-~ir, 1 ke p t my eyes fi~wd on tlw a lbums: and, 

in fnc t, one o f the a lbums !=')ow ly rai sed itself frnm the tabk, and apparently r:1rrkd itself 

throt Jgh the curtains, for 1111l the s hadow nf a hand was tn ue seen, and I found it, late r nn, 

with the heavy boo k, on the writing table in the library. Both the folding doors behind 

Eglinto n were pus hed to, and wi thout ris ing from his scat he could nnt possibly ha\'c reached 

them. 

"It gave me particular satisfaction that this same lady and my young rclath·c s hould h~H·c 

hecn present at a light $(mzo·, because they bo th, after some dark .c:t·rwrl'.c:, declared that lhcy 

had sec 11 Eglinto n's hand nn the taLk·. 1 lad they been pC'r sons of less go(Jd breeding th('y 

might ha \'C professed tn ha\'C unmas ked an imposture'. 1 ('Xplained t11 them that the fnct nf 

their seeing a hand o n the table did no t pr0\'e that the ha11d was Eglinton's. 1 l is. ind cC'd, 

a hand th~t pe rfo rms all these mO\'Cmcn ts , o nly it i ~ nnt alif.'f11'-"' \'i!='iblt' Lo r;•t'J'I'Oilf'. I can 

a ssert this with confidence, because, while s itting wi th Slade m fu ll lighl, l haw~ bot h scc·n 

;mel felt hands which could not possibly be those of Slad ... ·, as til<· latter \\Trt· tt~(\ far otT, 

besides being v isible to me. These t\\'O sceptics were obliged to co nrt.'ss aft<'r lhe light s/onrts 

tlw t they had arri\·ed al a false cnncltrsio n. Still I repeat once more·, it i~ nol a question of 

my s ubj•.:ctive opinion as to the character and honesty of Eg1inton, l>ut ~oldy one of fact~." 

i\ s ns ual, the ex traordinary s uccess attending his mcdiumsllip exci ted ire a11tl jealousy. 1t 
appears that afte r the scn es of s ucrcssflll st(mas described hy Bnro n 1 Jcllt•J lbach had 

terminated, .1\'1 r. Eglintnn \\'('llt a second time t 0 l\Iuni ch , w he re he had t·ngagcd to gh·c t\\'eln~ 

sf'f1nrc.'>, and it was at the d c\'enth that a ronlrt/cmps occurred, \\' hi<' h had an unfnrtunatc 

JSsuc fnr him. T e n st(lllccs had bee n g iven with great Stte<: \_·ss, in the pn·sclll'C of many 

e minent pe rsons o f the Unh·crsity and othe r s, h11t th e el cn~nth lnded Ill a diflL'I'l'llt 111anncr. 

li e was s itting a s us ual \\'ith bo th hanus held. i\t the tcrmi11ati"n c ,f' the sr:aJJCt' a tllel'lt:tnkal 

frog was disco\-cred in the <'Orne r of the r nom, but 110 one 0\\'ll<'d tn ll;l\·i11g brclught it. 

\Vhcn he got back to his ho tel, he disco\·ercd, tn hi s surprise, !>lack upnn his face and hamlg, 

but s uspecting nothin g , he went to the twelfth sianrt', being cal led fnr as usual by a pcrsc)n 

who pn~fessed great esteem fnr him. \Vhcn he gnt into the r{Jom, inskad nf the \ISIIal 

circle, he fnund fift een c1r sixteen persons, some of whnm were s tr;mger:s. One m:tll :1<:'ted 

a s s pukcs man. l-Ie sa id 1\Jr. EgJinlon \\'as a ft·aud, desi red him tc') lake £25 (hi:-; fee was 

s ixty guineas ), and leave the city at o nce, o r take the consequences. .1\) r. Eglillltl ll demanded 

an explanatio n, but could get none o ther than tlwt the mec hanical frog had been used hy 
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ltnn I~ 11· s< •lllt..: purpnsL' • .r ntlll·rt and tlwt the musicn) ins tnmlL·nts h:1Ying bt•en hlach:ncd, nnd 

I,Jad: h;1\·ing IH..:cn fn11nd upon him, he mus t necessa rily be a fraud. 1 le wished tn be all(lwc<l 

to gin· fHrther Sl:li lt(('.", IHlt a ll his nOC:rs wen.~ rejected ; and they in turn ngain in;.;iskd 11 11 

tilt· conditions \\ hich they h:1d sctt]cd on bcfort..:hand. I Jc r e fu sed thL: twcnty-fh·c pounds , feeling 

it would be bl nnd-nwney if he took it, and returned to his hvtd. lla\'ing two ladies uncl<T 

his ch~1rge, he decided nnt to nm the risk nf any unpleasantness, and le ft the city the next 

da \·. l{lmH>urs sprend; some gut lluld nf one tak, s~J ill C o f another, but nl1 ngr cet.l tlwt he was 
11 cxpnst..:d" and " smas hed up.'' T o s how huw C:\'c rything wa s dis t orted, the Lnndon f;/o/;r, 
willl it s 11 s11~1l mendacity, desrril>cd him a s an " acrn ha t" caut:ht in his pcrf11rmanccs ; hnt 

opinion was unitnimnus that '' mcchaniclws \n·rk;.;" (pnor in~minwte frng !) had h t..:ell disco\·Pr l'd 

upon his pe rson. 1t was not until three month s after the e \·e nts narrated, that r l t·IT L c\'L'y, 

dircct•1 r « ,f the Hoyal OpL'ra f louse (who w;a s present when l\J r. Eglin ton wa s ;accused of 

h aving w-l'd thL' frng at his s6nzas)~ cnnfess~d to lwdng brought it himself to the s itting 111 

qu c~tic•n k1 s~c if anything would be done with it! 

This injtJsticc quite llllncn ·cd him for :1 time, and he rdurncd to Paris , \\'hen Clfter a 

l t~ng s t;ay t he re, for res t, he came to Londo n, rtnd did not gin~ any st·(m ccs until Nn\·embcr. 

Proff' ssor Zcjllncr t c~ok up his cause warmly, and in n Jetter tn one of the principa l persons 

Cflnnedeo with thi s shameful treatment c~f l\lr. Eglintnn, he u wnrn s him of the fallacies 

of evidl'll<'l' ag-a i11 s t a prm•t·d nwdimn;" ~nd th(' P.~vdiJ:"t!J(' Sttuhf'IJ sa id , '' Th<·rc appea r~ tn hr

a ~c·tlt ·rnl ft·eli ng <Jmong Germ:m Spirituali~b t lw l the l\1 unid1 i n\·,·~ t ig:~ tt ~ r~ artnl pn..:c i pitntl·1y 

and on ins uflicilllt gronnds. '' Baron du Prl'l told him recen tly (in 18Ss), that tlnly fit•v out 

of the large number n{ persons attending the twd\'c Sl:auccs, nnd \\·ho swayed the rl'maindc r, 

hdie\Td him glJilt \'. 
0 • 

1 k ga\'e 1111 more prnf(.·s:-:-iuna l .'>('tlllrcs tha t year, but a g reat number of 111< s t astounding 

sitting..; ttlnk pb<:t· at the re~idcncc of Dr. Nichnls. Theoe the latter gcn lll'm a n puulishcd 

:1t \'ari<~u-=. time :-; in th~.: spiritual pre..; :-; ; hnt he recently c lllcdcd, rc\' i s<~d , nnd re-publis hed 

tht ·ln \11 tht· Sp/nlmrl l?n,·ord. 
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~~~f' 01\J E of the best resu lts of ~Ir. Eglin ton's med illmshi i~ during the pcrioJ 

\\'ith \\' hich I am now concerned, were obtained in the prh·acy of h11me life. 

For a long period he was living en }wtille with Dr. and ~Irs . Nichols, 

and u ndcr cxccptiona II y fa \'ourable ci rr umstances fur practica I a nd ~ystematic 

resea rch . Dr. Nirltols h:-.s prepared a connect<•d accoun t nf' hi ~ cxp<"ricnrc, 

and I ca nnot clo !Jetter than g ive his tes timony lirr.;t lmml. ll tl\\' rn rcfu] an 

inn:!-'tiga tor he was, and hn\\' little p rone tn be )(•d away h_y mere sc11 tinwnt, the ftdlnwin~ 
collection o f fact s will s how. 

No kind c.•r spirit manifestations seems to me more satisfactory a !HI COI1\' IIlrtllg than direct 

"Titi llgS and dr:l\\'i ngs, wh l:thcr done () Jl slatec; (If on paper, if umkr tt:st ('CJilditinll~, (lr 

when lt c; ts 111 tlwmsvl \-es. Of CUl li'SL \\' C m u-;t l>l· n ·rtai 11 t !Ja t the \\'I" it j II rr 
~ 

was llnt d n tH: hy nny pcrs ' il "in tlw u•,dy;" \\'C mn-.;t take pr<•c:\lltinnc:; :1..:; in 

agains t tht• possiuility nf fr:lll d or del u~ion : and whf'tl \\'t' han~ dn11e this, tl1<: 

nf n \'Cry ~trik i ng and pen natH•nt c h :-~ractcr. ''The writtc11 word remains." 

l11' d r:1 wi W' :-. 

nth<•r <·asc·s, 

t'\'idvllt'(' IS 

I h:l \'l' in a drawer <,f my writing-dc-;k a rclllcctinn 11f ;thout l\\'t •n ly t•x:1111plef.; nf direct 

spirit-writings and drawings, which 1 have c:.:; lwwn lo many persons, who, when ahlL' to accept 

testimony as t() the conditio ns undt>r \Vhkll they \\'ere p1·nduccd. ha\-c found them mnst 

con\'lllClllg docume nts. Of course it comes, like all other testimo ny, tn he a question "f 

J crson;)l ,·cracity. In c\·cry cac:;e I can supp.,r t my 0\\'11 tl'::;timo11y by that of thrl'c or 

fnur \vitn<.·s ... ec;, \\'ho could swe1r t l the documc nl s :llld the n10de 1 ,f th t ir prncluctillll. T\\'n 

\\'itncsscc;; ar<' r~quirecl to a will which tll :l)' dispose of mill i('''"· sh;tl l slate nn fact 

\\'l!iclt lannnt be as well pro\·en n~ a \\'ill. The dncutJH'nl~ wcr L" all dra\\'11 nnJ 

written Ill my ow n h t li SC, ill my pr<•S<' Il<l', :111tl i11 that of IJH.'lll!Jer~ 11f Ill)' ramiJy, :111cl tiJe 

operatitHl nf \\'rit ing- rw drawi ng was gt·rwr :-.lly heard. and was done· 11 11 my ll\\' ll 1111te paper·, 

initia11cd fc11· identificat ion , nr on blank <'<li d", wi th a tllt'll·t)fT corner in lll,\' l'~wkct, afkrwards 

so appli <.:d as ln gh·c perfect assurance..· of idt·ntity. rhe hand\\'riting crf SllJIH' nr thf• 

manuscripts, and of tile sign:-.ture t l) all the dra\\'ings, is as familiar tn nw ns my own. 

In e\·c ry ins tance the work hn s been done e ither in 1 >b:->nrrit y, a .;; in n <1.1 rk rnrncr nf 
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the room, or m tCital d~rkness -on the table with the gas turm:d ofT, in a closed box, in 

th e space between two slates, or bet ween the lea\·es of a d osed book- a) ways in pos1l10ns 

~ncJ (.(I Jldttinns where writing or drawing seems to us impossible, and in a s pace of time to 

be counted in seconds rather th nn minutes- an elabora te drawing nnd letter of more than a 

page hcing produced in certainly Jess than two minutes, ~nd l believe Jess th an one. 

Fig. 5 is an imperfect representation of a pencil draw ing made upon a blank crt.n.l, the 

rnughly torn-ofT cnrner of which was in my pocket. It was d one in a small room of my 

house, used :~s :~ sfance I"<)om. The d oor was locked , nnd th e key in my pocket. The 

fou r or fh·e rcrsnns present, inrlllding the medium, were members of my family. The card 

was JaicJ upon the centre nf the table with a lead p(;ncil. 1 turned off the gas, and we nil 

sat h,t!ding h:~nd s in .:; i]enct', lll'aring thL~ rapid tick s pf the pl'ncil up,,n the card f,>r 

perhaps half a m i rlllk. T hen ca me three di.,t inct r aps, the s ignal fo1· a light. 1 turned nn 

th~ u·as and f,,und til l' drawinl! on the ca rd, \\'hich l :~t once idcntilicd h)' th t.: torn-ofT h ... , ~ 

\ (, 

F1r.. 5· .:\ Oirc-ct Drawing. 

corner in my pnckct. It i;-;. \'Lr)' Cl'rtain that no mnrtnl hand cou ld han .. · dmw it 111 the dark, 

nn1· rn the tirnc nccnpicd in its product ion. The sou nd of the pencil u pon the card \\'~ s likl' 
that of \'C:ry rapid machi nery. 

Tht n four lines of German Ycrsc, signed "Goe-the,'' were produced under sumew hat 

different con<.Jit1nns. It was in the same r nom, anJ upon a blank c.1rd, sek ctc:d from a 

ll 11n1l lCl' lying Ull the tab le, a C'Ol'll er Ueing t(ll"Jl ofl' to identify the Card, Which \\'(\ !') dropped 

into a smaJl l·mpty wm·l\ -b(JX, ahnut 10'' x 6'' x f, with a bit of k:ad pencil. \ Ve 

sat in the fu ll light , wit h my hands upon the CO\'~r or the b~>x. I was then asked by the 

nw<l imn, ~it ting " J> PO!:.i tc me nt the table, \\ it h hi s ha nds held hy tw" ladies , wlwt J wi shed 

to ha\'e writtl'n on the card. I s nid, 61 \Ve ha\'e lwd \\Titing 111 Eng li sh, Latin, Grl'ek, 
Fn: nch , Ita lian : l sht>tdd lib: StJillc..:thing in C c: rman .'' In a 111,,111 c.:: nt hea rd the s 1nmd <,f 

\\I iting- th:-tt i!S, nr n pencil P ll hard pnpcr, in side the little box UIJ(kr my ll :~ nds. Tlten 

three httlc raps. I (lpcned tht.· box, and found th e enrd , with ftlll r hc> IJ1y written li n<:s, nnd 

the nam~ of the great poet. 1 am ashamccJ tu confess that l only know Gcrmnn by s ight. 
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No one prcscn t cou ld rc:1d it. Yet th~n.: it was, \Vri llt:n UtHlt:r my hands, and ttl Ill)' lll'aring, . . 
Jl) :\ closed \\'< >< 1dcn box. The f:1ct 1S ccrtain, and it lS stupendous ! Nn thl'0ry hllt o ne 

will :lCC<)llll t for it, and the reader I S force< 1 to <>lle of two Ct >nclns ions e ithe r :un 

writing dclihcratc lies, or these fnur line~ were w r i ttc n 111 that cl1 )sed, dark bt):\ by spirit-

power. No ot he r hypoth es i~ will explain it. u Electricity" dol's 11Jf111)' rurin11s t11illg~, hut 

it cannot of itself write German. \Yhatcn:r th~ rorce l'lllpl~)yccl, it \\'HS dir("dcd hy lllind. 

And it was not t he mind of any dsible bndy then present. Not orte nf them Cllllkl 

even read the writing. No th eory of chemical writing, inds ihle ink, de. , will do, because 

the original card lying berorc me, with it~ cm·nc r torn vfl', i:;; wrillen upon with n /Jirrrl.· ll'lul 

p,;ndl. And unti l I ;-~skcd for German, after the box \\'as d(\sed and u11dcr my hands, hcnv 

cou ld any one know what wollld be required? Does any one bdie\'e that l\Ias kclyne and 

Cooke, o r aH the sn-callcd conjurers in the \\'()rid, could prod u('c such a writing under identical 

conddions ? 

F11~. (1.-\VJilin g \Vilh l nk on a Card Ins ide :\ Closed ancl \Vcighletl n nok. 

The third example of spi rit-writing is, perha ps, more wonderful, mnrc impossi ble than 

e ither of the preceding. The drn\\"ing (Fig. S) was clone m total dark11ess, but upo11 the 

centre nf the table, where action was free. The German writing was done in n s lllall closed 

box, in a confined space, as well as to tal darkness, and in a lnngllage entirely unknnwn to 

any one Yisibly present. The bold writing of Fig. G wns done in the same room a~ the 

others, in presence of the s ame medium, and with nearly, if not prec-isely, the same circle. 

As in the other cases, a blank canl was take n at ra ndom from a quantity lying o n the 

table, and then placed between the lcan·s of a thick book, which chanced tn be lying on 

the sofa . It was a copy nf a transla tion n f the 11 Dccamcron,H of Bnn::ac in, from the: Gros\·cnnr 

Library. The card, firs t e:-.:amined by aJI prc~cnt, was placcd in the ('en tre nf the bo<•k; then 

a heavy cut-glass inks tand, which weighs about two pounds, \\' :l.S pbct:d upon lhc honk, ami 

beside it w;ts laid a steel pen. The room was w~.:ll lighted, and, nf course, tile bPoJ.: ca refully 

watcheJ whi le we held each other's hands round the table. In ahnut a minute s ignal raps 
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w~r~.: hc.trd, tl& <..: illk!->t<IJHJ anu pen \\'cn..: rcmo\·eJ, anJ the card takt.:n out of the bouk, when 

we found written upnn it the words:-· 

" llappy souls ! tv end both /h('ir loucs and llu·ir 1/z•cs on the S(t/1/( ' d(~J'. !1/orc ha/JfJJ' still if 
llu:l' il'('UI logdhcr !u tilt' same plan·.-(Lim: 13, p. :q.s .) 

Tllrning to page 245, where 1 suppose the card had happened tl) be placed, and counting 

down to line I 3, I found the passage, which had been accurately copictl in fresh ink on the 

carJ~the closing words of one of the curious medi:::eval storks whose beautiful styk is said to 

ha\'e perfected the most melodious of European languages. I natTO\vly examined the twn leaw~s 

to sec if the re was any s tain of ink, and did not find a trace. Carefu11y watching in a g-ood light 

no movenH:nt was see n o f book, pen, ot inkstand. 

\ Vhn can ex plain it? No doubt it seems wildly "impossible "- but it is , ne \•t·rthelcss , 

ahsolulc·b' /rut '. Tl1e writi 11 g lics before me - and Fig. G i:-; a gond photographic l'arsi 111 ik. ha\'e 

se\'cral example::> nf writing in cl osL·d an d weighted books with bit s of lead pc.: nd) but with 

ink ! 1t is an astonis hing manifestatio n of an aJmos t inconccivalJJc power. AJJ I can do is to 

descrihc accur.:ttdy the conJ ition ::;. l can11nt e xplain the way in which spirits deal with matter, 

which is evidently quite a difl~n..: nt thing to them, from what it is to u-;, so that their npl'rations 

arc , as Bow Street magistrates and philosophers alike a\'er, quite ''contrary to the well-known 

bw::; of Nature." 

Th <.! mos t sceptical ca n see, hoJd m th eir hands, and carefully exam111e the work of 

materialist.:d s pirits. This work is real, visible, tangible, and not produced by the ir imagination 

or by mine. The on ly question is as to the credibility of the testimony and as to the manner in 

wh ich it i:-S pr()du..:ed. For both of them there is my statement, which can ue <.:onllrmcd at need 

by the tes timony of four or five credible persons. The conditions forbid any idea of the 
poss ibility of fraud. 

I mus t explain, lll regarJ to the examples of Jirect writing, and that of drawing and 

writing (Figs. 7 anJ ~) that they have been a Jitt)e marred in the process of reproJuction. 

lu Fig. 7, tl1e heading of my note pape r, and my initials and d a te, writte n in ink, nrc clearly 

gi\'en ; bul a)J the rest, the four different handwritings, no t written by the hands n f per sons 

living in our Wt~r]J-writtcn by the hands of materialised ::;pirits, wcrc in pencil, and of too 

li!;ht a ..:oluur, I fearl'd, to trans ft.: r by any process by which they e,nJld be printed with type. 

I therefore t<,ok a Jl11e !,lac k pencil a nd carefully deepened the co)(; ur of <..:\'ery line. Thi s 

process ha s giv('n a little roughness to the writing. It is no t as smooth anJ clear as the 

original; but it has no t marred the dis tinctive individuality of each hantl, and has made them 
more kgi ble. 

The same defects have s till more marred the combined drawing and writing or Fig. 8, 

which was remarkable for the perfection and delicacy of the seve n circles. 'Tiw wnrds 

between the circles and the Lord'::; Prayer in the centre circle w c t·c too findy written for me 

to \'enture to t«mc h, and they are but imperfectly given, but can, I find, be reau with a 

magnifying g la:;s of 1111 >dcrak power. Now {!Jr t]Je conditio ns under which these two cx:1mples 

were produced. 1n the case of Fig. 7, s ix pt.:rsons were s itting round a table in a s mall, 

111ckcd all<.! darkt•JH.:d r no 111 11l my house, 32, Fops touc l~oad, Earl's Court , Lo~tdon, S.\V., 
February 'It l 1 07~>. Tl l\1 \V E I 

- t , lc~e perst~n s werc r. . • g i11t11n, I\Ir .. \., 1\'lrs. \Vilke:;, l\ li ~s 
1\krriman (a )'~>Ung American Jady), l\1rs. Nichols, and myself. I turned uff the gas light, 







~.., 

I ,,) 

;u 1d \\ C \\t rc hold ing each other's hands, when the spiri t c~tlli11~ him~dr 11 J oey" c;111w 

a nd S;"~ )u t cd us, ta lk ed \'li th :us, \\·mmd 11p and s tarted a large nu1ske1 l box, , , lt ich \\T soo n 

fr c.. 7.- Spccimcns o f Dir<'c t \ Vri i ing . 

hennJ pl:-tyi ng in t he a ir, a nd in all parts o f the room, and which \\'as made to s to p, go on, 

play fCls t, o r play s lo w w hile my ha nds were on the co\'c r, making physira l arccss to its 

mnchinery impossible. After a time the s pir it " j oey" s a id, "Dr. Nichols, 1 \\'3nt you to get 

10 
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:1 shl'Ct or }'0111" 110te pape r, ancJ mark it SO lha t ynu will know it, and then lay it with a 

Jc:1d pencil nn the Cl'ntrc uf the tahle, and put out the light. Vvc want to do some writing.~' 
1 lighted the gas, got the paper, wrote my initial s and tht~ d:1te upon the corner, laid it 

Hpon the tabh.:, as desirl'd, turned off the gas light, and took the hands of the tv.·o persons 

nearest t() me. 1\ moment after I heard the sound of writing with a pencil o n paper, on the 

centre of the tnblc. This continued for pe rhaps half a minute. Then there were three raps 

upon the table, and 1 lighted the gas, and took up the pape r. 
1t contains three complete s igne d m essages, a brie f one un s ig ned, and the begi nning of 

another left incomplete. The communications arc in entirely llifl't:rcnt handwritings, a nd were 

Fl(j. S.-llircct Dr~lwing and \\'riting . 

;lpparcn tly \\Tittcn fr0111 diH(·rcnt positions r elative to the paper. The handwriting of the three 

that were signl'd was ins tantly recognised. That signed "J. Scott" was recogniseJ by ~lr. A. 
and ~ I rs. \\'ilkL·s; that signed 11 Aimee" was recognised by ~Ir. A . and Mr. Eglinton; the longest 

llH::-;~~gt·, ~igncd " \Vi1lic," was r(•cogniscd, beyond all (\UC:stion, by 1lrs. Nichols and myself :l.S 

th<· hand\\ riting (lr •n1r da ughter, l\ l;1ry \Vilhc-l mitw N ichols, whn de parted thi s life in 18G5 

al tlH· ag-1· .,r t~nlrlcc.: n. No 1> 11e l"<•m JXlring it \\"ith h~r p:1pc rs pres<:r\'cd hy us cnnld question 
its gt·JHiinctJt·ss; and the words in the C(lrncr ·1

' The re s hall be no parting th ere/' arc in the 

1:1miliar kmd rd' our ~pirit friend ''Joey." 

, \ :; C11· ;1-.; I can :-lT, thcrl' could J,c 1111 lllltrc sa li sC1.ctnry k ::,l C()nd itiuns. The s heet of 

lll•k p;q>tT bid l>bnk upt>ll th<.: tal)lt·, <tnd perfectly idL'ntificd hy the initia ls a11tl date. The 

handwriting •>f lhc three signed me:::>s:1ges w:1s certainly no t upun it hefo r~ the scaua, and 
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certainly could n o t ha \'C been wri tlt:ll by ~my one I.Jndily present, in total dark ll<.:ss, an d tlw 

handwritings were identified and could be proven in any cou rt or justice. 

The exam ple of combined s pirit d rawing and writing, Fig 8, was d<me undt:r predsdy s imilar 

conditions in my own house, in a s maJI circle o f intim;t t<.: fr iends s itting round a table holding 
hands, in total darkness. It is upon a sheet of my not<.; pap<.:r, initialJcJ. like the.: other for 
identification, Gut for economy of space no t included in the reproduction. The ham1\\'ri ting ur the 

motto. " I am THE lightt'' and of th e.: s ignature "\ViJik,'' a s lwrt pet name for ' 1 \Vilhclmina,' 

, .. 
I ·t·· , 
•' 

FIC:. 9 - A Dirn l Dr;l\\'ing Exc('utcd in Total I>ukncss. 

will be recognised at once as the same as that of the longest message in Fig. i· ll ow 

those circles, originally perfect, but marn:d, as have explained, hy my efforts to make them 

more distinct for reproduction, could be drawn without in strume nts, in total darkness, and these 

and the writing all done in a few seconds, passes comprehension. All I know is that both these 

examples were done in the time, and under the conditions I have stated. They an: ::;olid. 

permanent fact s , a nd wonderful e\'idenccs o f spirit power. 
The wonderful 11 Ecce T Iomo '' (Fig. 9) was done in my presence, umh..:r cnnditic.Jns 

wish to describe accurate ly. T sat opposit(.; f\Ir. Eglinton nt a table in a ro11m in my own 
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lwu~t..:, with se\·eral frienJ.::;. lit: asked lllt: to select a blank carJ from a pared, and exammc 

it. li e tore off a Ltrge corner, which ) put in my waistcoat pocket, and then he laid the card, 

with a kad pencil, on the centre of the table, and asked me to turn off the gas. \Ve held 

each c~thcr's hands round the table, in to tal darkness and perfect silence. In a few moments 

l hc:.:ard the:.: sounds <.lf a lead pt:ncil on paper, but moving so rapiJly that its s trokes rest:mbled 

the bt..:aling of rapid machinery. It was like the rattle one can make in the mouth-the long 

roll ur an r when the end uf the tongue is free. ln about a minute-ct:rtainJy less than 

t wu mi Illites, and, J think, less than one- the sounds ceased , anJ a light was calJed for by 

raps up1•11 tlh~ table:.:. I 1ightu1 the gas, took up the card, and fitteJ it to the torn-olf corne r. 

Upun it \\'as the '' E.cce I lomo "-the heaJ surroundeJ by a fulJ triple halo, drawn with 

wolltlcrful power, and with a numbe r of pencil strokes :md touches impossible to count, and 

hut imperl"ectly indicatuJ in thi$ e ngraving. Portions of the halo became damaged hy careless 

flng~...:rs, hut in a gooJ 1 ight th<.: thrct: circles of beautiful cones can be made out on the 

pencil dra\\ i11g; each cone requiring- many strokes of the pendl. Considering that tht..: whole 

was done 1n about on<.: minute and in tutal Jarkllcss, it seems to me on<.: uf the most 

wunJerful thing~ I han: t..:\'cr seen. The engra\·ing shows but one full ci rde of the middlt: 

uf the tltree ltalo:->, and a few cont:s of the outer one; but the original dra\\'ing, spoi led as it 

was befor<.: l protected it with a \Vash of gum tragacanth, has thr~...:c distinct ci rclt..:s. The 

~ignatun.:, "\\'illie," is the same as the others. 

1 do uot prctelld for a monlt:llt that these arc perfect dnnrings. They arc the work 

or a self-taught little girl, who departed this life in her fifteenth year. ) n her la~t Jays s he 

amu~ed hcrself with Jrawing trees she could see from her window, anJ portraits of children 

she lov~d. \Vhcn she became too weak for this exertion, she held the pencil, nnd her hand, 

she said, drew of itscl l~ and with no conscious effort on her part, very strange anJ beautiful 

thillgs, which she looked at with great interest anJ enjoyment. They came to her as 

beautiful poems came in her sleep. Since she left us, she has appeared to cheer us 

whetlc\·er s he has had tbe conditions which have enabled her to clo so. \Vith dilll:rent 

lllediullls , and when there has been no one but her father and mother in the room, she lla!::i 

come in her materialised bot.ly, so that we han:: seen, anJ heard, and felt her, beyond the 

possiuilit.Y of doubt. \Vc cannot be more certain of anything in this worlt.l, than we a re 

certai11 that our child has many times appeared to u.:; in her own bodi ly form, and made 

hcr!::idf eddent to us by all the senst:s with which we u.::;ually become con.:)cious of objcctin~ 
realities. \Ve arc as certain of her continued existence, and of her occasional visible a nd 

tangible prescnct..:, as we are of any of the persons and things we Jaily sec, hear, or fed, 

and. in the sa111c way and with the same certainty. 

\Ve can fo rm so little idea of the moue of writing on carefully en vclopcJ s latt..:s, or on 

papt:r enclosed in the space between them, or on carJs laid between the leaves of a thick 

book, anJ whil~ prcsseJ with a heavy weight, that very good testimony is required to make 

credible :::;uch :::;eeming impossibilities; and 1 ncn:r unlock the drawer of my writing-desk to 

~how tllt..:st..: t:\'idences uf spirit power without the llllcomfortablc feeling that I rabc a question 

of per::,c.mal \·eracity, and n111 the rbk uf being consiJered-not a fanatic, but a dt:cci\'t:r-a 

tt..:lkr of unlruth:-:i. The hypollw~b tha~ l h<tvt..: beell a vktiu1 uf tlc..:cept ivJJ -fuo) inste.:al uf 

kna\·e-dues nol tit the t.:it~e. The ci;cum:::;tances compel the belit..:f of one of two things. 
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If I te ll the truth, and if the witnc..:c;se:; can -.. tmmon arc \\'orthy of b,_.Jj,.f, lwrl' arc 
COIH'IllClllg c\ idt· ncc·s of spirit-life and spi rit-pm' LT. 

I kn·, f(n· c' :\;ll llpk, is a cnsc- of :-; la te-wriling, \\ hiclt wil l d{' c;,n·ilw 111 dc·tail, hul as 

briefly ns I Cct ll . The Lack-room o n the grouncl-flo<.IJ' of Ill)' l11 >ll!it' \\'as <.'oJn·c:rh d i Jtlo a 

Sl~mcc room, by clo~ing tltc shu tters and locking the door opening 11pun the gardc·n, an d 

drawing a curtai n across that end of the room, uehind which lay the.: medium on a ('nttrh. 

The ot her door, ope-n in~ ill to the hall , was locked, and the kcy in Ill)' pnckct. 1\1} t:hair 

was also placed agains t the lockt d door. The scats of others p r('St'nt \\'Cre r:1ngcd 111 the 

same line, ()ppo~itc the med ium. The gas in the cent re of the roo m was lowered, but it st ill 

lighted the roc)Jll. The medium, Mr. Eglinton, is lying on the coud1, behind tilL ,·urtaiJJ . 

Thi s is drawn ns idc, and from l>chind it comes into the centre t>f the room a man, clothed 

in \\'hik, talll' r tklll l\1 r. E~Iintou , mnrc slcn(h·r, s peaking with n diflcrcJJt \'nice, and 111 <m 

entirely dilk rc.:nt ma nner- a spiri t-forlll, calling hilllsdf 11 J oey," \\ ho ha s llt;ltty tinH·s, ami in 

many ways, demons trated hi s dis tinct indidduality. For example, h<.: hns utlked wi th ltll' \\ hl'n 

th e.: lips of hi ~ medium \\'crt.: tightly dosed with gullt!lled pnpcr. lie bas dipped hi s li11gcr 

in purple ink, and I ha \·c founu the medium's lingers dean. \\'he n f\ la . Eglinton sat in fu ll 

s igh t l>cforc tltc curtain, I · hm·e seen 14 Joey " come fn,m behind il, and lcl!d hint to the- couch. 

1 Ie has taken great pains to demonstrate his disti nct i11dividuality . 

On this nccasi0n, after saluting lite sc\·cn persons present, he cnnw IH'ar me, and sa id : " 1 >r. 

Nichol ~, l W<lllt t\\'O slates." '' Yot1 \\'ill lind some sktlt:s on the lll:llltdpicn.·, ' Jul'y,' '' I teJ'Iil'd. 
11 They arc a rather shabby lot, hut you can take you r choice." 

11 Joey" ratt led them O\'cr, and picked out two of the sa me si1.e, whi r h he hrought and plnn:d 

in my hands, <"~ ~ k ing n1 c to carefull y c..:kan the m, which 1 d id by the c;amc prnccss I ust·d \\'ht.•n 

a scho0Jboy. "Joey" took them, and said: 11 Now 1 want a slatc-p<"ncil. \\'Ito ltas got a sbtc

pc-ncil ? Floy !" addressing a y oung lady prc~<.: nt, 14 ha\'C you got ;1 pencil -: '' '' Yu~. ' JoL'Y;' 

but it is at the top of the housc
1 

in the pocket of my drl' s::;. Shall 1 gn and gt t it?" ";.:l \t r 

111ind ," snid ,, J oe)," 11 1 will get it;" and going w.:a r the gas-light, lw hdd up one of tlH.: slat <.:..:. 

hori znntnlly higiH r th a n hi s head. \ \'e heart.! the ~harp u d ick" of SlllllC'lh in~ falli11~ 1111 tlw 

slat('. "Joey " tnok il and held it up for us to ~LT that it was th e twnh·d I ' lll'il. 

Standing lltu ~ n t':l r tlw light, sn thal \\T Cl.l tdd a ll di ..:. tilwlly sec· him , lw pttt tltl' '1111 of tlw 

pt JH:iJ into !tis IIWll th , a11d \\'C al l hL·ard him bite olf a piece of it. .\l tJJi~ \H.' ll=tlttr.J! Iy lll;l<lc 

some exclamations of wonder, and l1 c delibL-rakly rcpl'atcd the up< r;1.tinn, :tnd then plat'l d om.· 

of the bit s Letwctn the s lates. 11 Now, Doctor, I want ~nnw twi11e," s:tid "Joey.'' I tnld him 

there was s0mc- on a sh<:l f
1 

which he found and prllC< <<led, a!:> s kilfully as ir he l1ad bt't'lt •• 

shnpman, to ti c the two s lates t0gct hc r
1 

by passing thL tw ine round the ends and sidi'S. A~ 

he was doing thi s he said: 11 Dr. Nichols, get ready to lend me your knife." I tnok out Ill}' 

knife and OJl( ned one of the bl ades. I Jc C<l lllC' to me, tonk thc knife, C'U t til e twine close tn tl1e 

knot, and r<:turm·d it intL) my hand. 
But his w;mt s wen.: nut yet sattsllcd. 1

' Now for a slick of Sl·aling wa~." ht· ~a id. "\ \ llo 

lws got some sca liug-\\'ax?" ., ' J oe)·,'" I :utS\\ c rcd, '' th <.. only s tilk nf ~cal ing-wax 1 k11nw nf 

Ill the house b itt I\1 rs. Nichl)hi' s tudy, Oil the '-,t'CO llll nl)nr." " I \\ill gt t it,'' he n :plit·d, ami 

111 a 1110\lH:nt ht· had ~~ ~ tick of red :-.e:1ling-\\'aX in hi s hand, <•f thl' sa 111c ~ilc' a:; lht · llllt' I lt:-td 

scclt 0 11 the wri ti ng-dc:s k t \\'0 s tor ies a b(J \'l'. 
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ll c \\'....:nt tu tht: gas-light, lldd the SLaling \\aX in it until it caught fire, and fillu.l th t. room 

\\ ith such a l•laze of light that we nil s<l\\' him with g rea t distinctness. Then he carefully scnleLI 

the cord with \\'hich the f>lntcs were tied, at the end and side-where the red wax s till renwins. 

Aftt-r this deliberate, cCi reful preparation, ''Joey" said : "Now, Doctor, bring your chair forward 

toward the Cl' lltre of the room." I did so, and he brought another chair and sat facing me 

so that a ll cou ld 5Ce us both. Then he made me tnkc hold of the ~lates with my left hand, 

he holding the other end with his right, while I laid my right hand upon his left, with a fold 

of the thin gauzy drapery between them. 

Sitting thus in the centre of the room, face to face with a materialised spirit, 1 heard and 

felt writing going on lH..: twl'en the s lates. \Vhcn it ceased, "joey" pla~.·ed them in my hands, 

sCiying, ''I lold the m fa:;t until the .... 6mce is ended; the n you can see wh:1t is writt en." 

\\'hen u .J n(·y " retired , another, n graver s pirit, cnme and s poke to us. 1 cannot IT mt mh< r 

:1 1! he said. " l:.rnc::, t" ah,·ays had some words of wisdom for us. 1 hrt\'C heard him recite one 

of the most imprcssi,·e poems in the language with grea t feeling. \VIwt l remcmLer was 

this. 1 Ie sa id: "\V<: hm·e tried to give you a good nwnifestation. 1 think you will find, on 

op<:ning the slate::,, a m<:5sage in three languages. Good night, a ud C od bless you!'' 

\Vhcn we lH.:(In.l the three loud r:1ps llpon the fl oor, the sig nal that the scimcc W:lS over, 

I tllrncd the gas on fuJI, cut the s trings, nnd examined the slates. On one of them W<1S, an<.l 

still is, a brief mcssnge, s igned u J. B. Ferguson/' in hi s own handwriting, <-'Xac tiy as he wrote 

in life. Nen.r \\'as a more perfect autograph. This was the writing of our old fl"i enJ, the 

Dr. Ft·rguson who came t o England with the Brothers Davenport, Clnd \\'hu had died, some ye:-.t·s 

Leforc this st'ana•, in Amcril'a. 

The inner ~ide of the othe r slate was found C'O \'e red with fin e, Lealltifnl writing, in an 

entirely cliffc· rl'nt hand-firs t a mcss:1ge in Englis h- then a few lines nf a quo tation in ancient 

Greek, dosing with :lnoth<.:r quotation from La Rochefoucauld, in French. Th us we had ou r 
message in th ru.: l;tnguages. 

In copy inf, this writing for a IH.:wspaper, 1 made a mist:lkc in une of the Gn·ck \\'ords 
(reft:ITl'd to (Jll page 3 1). At a later sr'anre the process I ha\'c dc~crihed \\'as rerH~att>d, with 

the exct:pti~'ll that the two ~ la tt :s were wrappl'd in a newspapt·r. On o ne of the slates was 

\\'ritten a secon<.l message, f:, igncd "J. 13. Ferguson," and in the s:-~ m c handwriting, and, on the 

other, after ':l(lllle lines in Engli !:)h, a ~cntcnce in Greek, with th e word I had imperfectly tran
scribed CICCll rat ely \Hit ten and u nderscoreJ. 

The points to be considered in regard to this ~t·auce are :-

T. That the room in which \\'t. ~at, a small room 111 my own house, could not conceal or 
admit any person unknown to us. 

2. That 11 J oey " wa s anothe r and very different person from thL' medium or any uf the 
sitters. 

3· That thv .slaks wer\.· quite IlL w and CCi re fully <..:xrtmincd and cl ea ncdt and ncvt·r out of 1.H1r 

s ight. 

-i. That all I han:: dcscr ibt·d as said and done \\'as said and dc,nt 
.sat i~factory t o all prc:sl'nt. 

in a gnc d light, and 

S· That the llll'Ssages were 5urh a5 none of us Ct)Hid ha\·e writkll- <Jllitl' heyond tlH· pn\\'l'r 

of th t: 11H.:d ium, and free from lhl! lca.st suspicion uf .1 r1y kind of fr.llld. Nu one whu c\'t· r had 



70 

a ktkr fru111 IJr. Ferguson would IH.:5i t.tk to S\\"L.l r to hi s handwriting, an d, i11 n·gnrd to the 
\\'hole mntter, fr:~ud wns " impossibk." 

In the· gnrdc11 room, used as n s/aucr room, I was sitting one cn~ning with :\Jr. Eglinton 

:mel n )'Dllllg Ill:11l who \\"<15 encountering the l1 S ll:1] diflicuJties of the begi nning of :1 lit{•rrtry 

caree r. Eglinton took l1p a blank card from se ,·c ral lying on the table, showed us both sides 

of it, nnd then threw it into n corner of the room, under some hook sh<.: l \'cl', wh( re the light 
was obscur<.:. \Vith the card, or directly after it, he threw n stump of a k:td Jlf'Hcil, nnd 

instantly said to me,-" Doctor. please pick up the card r '' I sprang nncl got it. It might. 

ha ,·e lain two o1· three seconds. On one s ide of the card we fou nd the fo1lowi11g :-

11 Jlons. 1/argnn.•c: 

' ' La bmmr forllmr d Ia mom•aisr, son/ n/rr.;;$c1/.rt n I '/umJJITt', pour It• n •mln· ltnln.lr; 
rl nuss1· Ia pali~·m:e rsl a wrn·, mms so11 frml tsl doux." 

l\ly renders " ·ill p:trdon me for gi\'i11g a translation fnr tlw bcndlt of some who may 
possil)ly ha\'c forgotten their French. I l is,-" Good and bad fortune arc IH'<'('"c:;ary to m:ut 

to dt.:vl'lop his tnlcnts (to make him ckvcr); moreo\'Cr, patience is bitter, but it s fruit i~ 

swe(·t,"-prubnbly a quotation from ' 1 Ernest's '' fa,·oul itc at.lthor, La Rochl'foucau ld. 

On a blank portion of· this s ide was also written the word " rc11vcrsrr." Turning o\·er 

the caru, \\'C fou nd ten \\:ords in a language ll Oil C o f liS kneW, e\'CI1 uy sight, tho ugh 

recognised a li keness to some of the Sclavonic tongues, and thought it mig ltt he Czech or 

H ungnrinn. A German gentleman, who \'isi ted me lately, told me it '''ns [I ungntinn, but he 

coulrl not translate it. 

Of course l hn,·c no idea why n spirit should OC'cupy two or three ~cconds 111 \\Tiling a 

few lines of French and 1 fungarian on n card thr0\\'11 into a corner of the room, except to 

gn·c us n demonstration of spirit-power. No doubt, receiving a message in an 11 11 known 

tongue, may make it more imprcssi \'C. I remember an instance. T he Cou 11tcss \ Vacht mci-.,tcr was 

with us onf" e \·cning nnd wished to get a message. She wns ctuite familiar \\'ith thrcC' Janguag~..'s 

-Swedish, French, and Engli sh, nnd nntu rally ex perted one of these. A l>l<mk card, whi ch she 

carefully exmnined, was laid in the centre of n thick book taken (rom the shelf l'nr the 

purpose, on which she laid her hands. In c:t few mome nt s she took out the cnrd, nnd found 

it written ali over in Gcrmnn, "·hirh neither she nor nny one present could rend. So she 

was obliged to take it next clay to a German fri end, or (m e \\'hn undcr::-.to•ld Ger111a11, and ~ct 

it trnn~ l at<'d . ()f COUI'S~' it WaS nJJ the better as a test, which WaS~ pl'rhapc;, \\'hat she llHlSt 

needed. 

\Vhcn a spirit materialises so th at we can sec him, there must be matter ~olid enough to 

reflect the light. \Vhcn spirits can grasp you by tltc hnnd, and hold up a chair or table, 

cxcrcrsrn g, as I have seen them, more force than is possessed by ordinar.r mt.:n, thLy ~in: 

proof that their bones, muscles and tendons, arc ns solid as our O\\'ll, I het\'C cnlculntt.:d that 
one spirit, whom I ha,·c many times seen nnd felt, hns exercised n muscular powt•r thrl'e or 

four tim es gn .•nlcr than my o\\'11. 

i \ spirit-hand that you can sec, and fed, and g rasp, ~nn of course be moulded like :lily 

other object. The 11 nn. J. L. O'Sulli\·an, n \\'l'll-kn<H\'11 American publicis t :-tnd diplom:-tli ") t, \\ hnm 

I ha\'t: known for some thirty years, has ghcn in Engli sh and J\!ll l'rican Spiritu:di-;t journal:; an 



So 

admirably dear ;trcuunt of casts from s pirit-hands, and busts, tak en in the Sl:anrl' s tudio of 

the c(,llllt clc B11lk:t at Paris, where I had the pleasure of seeing both the o riginal casts a11d 

their photographs. 

1\Iy own experience in obtaining casts from spirit-hands is much less remarkab1e, in some 

resp<.:cts, but such as it is, it may be worthy of the atten tion of candid readers who wish to 

know the naked facts of spirit-life and spirit-power. While Mr. Eglinton was an inmate 

of my house: in South Kensington, we tried the experiment of getting casts from spirit hands. 

f\ly daughter 11 \VilliL.,'' or whose writings and dr;lwings I have given some examples, promised 

to try and gi\'c us a mould from her hand, and we made the requisite p1·eparations. \Ve 

Lought two pounds of solid paraffln, such as is used for making candles, a white waxy 

substance, but more brittle than wax. I melted it in my :study, and poured it into a zinc 
pail half filled with hot water to keep it liquid. l then fill ed another pail with cold water. 

\Ve in\'itc.:d a select circle of about twelve persons, the only stranger being a German 

physician interes ted in Spiritualistic invcstigations-Dr. Frieze. A curtain was drawn across 

one end of our s/ance roum, and l\Ir. Eg1inton sat behind its cen tre wh('re the two halves 

came together, and there in front of him sat the German doctor, holding his hands. The 

gas was alight-every one ful ly visible. \Vhen al l \vas ready, 1 hrought from my study 

the t\\'o paiJs, one or cold water-one of hot melted paraffln, and set them in the corner of the 

room, be hind the curtain, and about si:'\ feet distant from f\1 r. Eglinton, whose hands, as 1 ha\'e 

said, \\'ere held by those of Dr. Frieze, thus-

00 Pail s. Mr. Eglinton. Curtain. 

Dr. Frieze. 

Hound the t't l!tlll, and as far as possible from the curtain, sat the invitcJ gut.:sts. Every one 

was di~tin ctly ,-j ~ible: no one wa::; ncar the pails of water and paraffin or cou ld approach them. 

1 n a fc\\." llH>lllents we heard voices from the corner by the pails, and splasltcs /n the wafer. The n 

C:lme ::;ignal raps. and I went and rcmoyed tht..: two pai ls from behind the cnrtain. Jn the enid 

wntcr floatt:d two masses of solidilled paraffin. One resembled a thick white n~itten of alabaster 

-the other was like it, l>11t much ~maller. Taking the larger ma::;s from the water I found 

it hollow, and S:l\\' tl1at it had the form of a huma n hand. The smaller nwss was a moulu 

frnm the hand of a little child. A lady present rccngnised a peculiarity, a s light deformity, 

which bd tlllgcd tn the hand uf her daughter, who had bct:n nccidcntally drow11cd nt the age of 

five )'('ars in s~~ut lt Africa. I carried the two pails to my s tudy, and left the moulds fl oating 
in the water, lurking the duor, and retaining the key. 

1 n lhe morning we g-ot some plaster of Paris, which we mi xed nnd puu red intu the Jarger 

mould. To gd a cast this had to be sm:rificcd. A mould uf a human hand, with the fingers 

al l scpa ratull \\'nu ld n.:quirt..: to bt..: in t\\'c.:nty pieces, and e\'cry joining wnuld shuw ~)Jl the 

cast. \VIJ;1t 1 did was to let the plaster of Pari::; sd and hard ~..:n , and then sacrificed the 
muu]d by melling it (ljf' \\'ilh hot water. 

The bcalltiful hand (If my daught..:r \Viii it.:, with its lnng, tapering, ~11 tistiL linger~, and 

it:-; gracl'flll pos(·, just as s h<.: lu.:ld it t11 dip it into thc ht•l paranJn-ahnn:;;t a~ h11t as h1li!ing 

\Vatcr-stand::; nnw undt..:r glass un my mantel. \ Vhen ) huld my hand in the sa 111t..: pu::;ition 
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the likeness of the cas t, though a bout a third ~m a ile r, st ri kes C\TI )' one who S<·c·.s it. l t 

is not like the corwcntional hands of s t:-ttucs. It is a purdy 11:-ttur:t l, anatnmic:t l hand , wit h 

cn~ry bo nt a nd tend on, rt nd tile fincc; t s kin marks di~t i n c t l y \ i ~i hl t·. It is tiH' hand I l.:rww so 

\\'d l in it~ mortal 1ife, and which I hnn· so o ft en sc:cn and fc It since \\ lwn rnakriali-;ed. 

The little mou ld w~s gi\·cn to the mother, who had it cast, and .;;he lws ns) dt•uLt that 

it is the hand of her child. I know ~s :-tLsolutcly as I C<t ll know any f.1ct, th :-t t tit,, ,·ac;t upon 

my mnntd is from n mould formed upon the matcri:discd ~piri t-ha nd c.•f my daughter. T he 

whole process \\'ns in my hands , and there rould not be more s tringc11t te~ l conditions. J l ad 

the mould been formed upon any hum an hand, it could ncn.:r lla\'l' bccll rcnlO\'l'd. T he cir

cumference at the wris t is a n inch and a half less th<w th(.. s mallest compass or' the palm :tnd 

thumb. T o di scng:tge a ham.l from s uch a mou ld would bt cak it into many ptL'CLS. The onh• 
" 

explanation that can be g h·cn, or that :::u its the case, is tha t the hand which lilJ'Ill' d tlw mould 
must ha\·e dissoh "Cu , or clema tcrialiscd, to get ou t of it. 

On the mantel, under a second g lass s ll ac.lc, is ano ther cast of :1 hand, ctltircly difl(:rl'ut. 

It cnme from a mould procured umlcr precisely the same conditions a t a ~uh~cqlll'llt sc'anr,·. 
It is the broad, square hand of a man, which l think I recognise b u l ca nno t iden tify \\'ith the 

sa me ccrt;t in ty as in the case o f the other. It is like my father's h ~111d . I inherit the fo rm 

of mine from my mother. · But there it is, a solid human hand, but most ce rtainly not a cast 

from the ha nd of any one li vi ng in the fl esh. The cur\'cd li nes on the ins ide nf th (• fingers 

and the palm ;:tre \'Cl')' clearly gh·cn. There ~ rc hundreds nf s ki llct.l l ta lian mou lders m 

plaster of Paris 1n London, but no one of lhe m can make such a cnst of a hand as either of 

these, and no one can imagine how thes~ C'ould be done, <'Xrcpt in the way they \\'('rc done. 

T here hn\·e been s peculations a bout the usc of some: elas tic ~ubstancc in making the 

moulds, like india- rubber or g lue ; but there is no known llrcthou of \\'Ork ing c:i t hu·-bL~idcs, 

the mould s in which tlusc lwnds were cast \\'Cr c solid para iTin, whic h I hnd nJ<... lt l'd , and \\'t:rc 

float ing in the pa il of water 1 hau placL·d to cool th e paraffin. Thl' tlt fiicul ty was to prod uce 

th e mould, and remove the haml whe n the pa raffin was hnrd an d br ittle. On ly one \\'ay to 

do that is co ncei\·able, wh ich is the part ial, if not complete, dellla terialisat ion, 01 dissolutiotl, 

of the hand enclosed withi n the hard, inflexib le mou ld. 

In the second, as in the firs t c.xpc rimcnt, I found two moulds f1 oaling in the pail of water . 

\ Vhcn I had poured the liquid plaster of Pa ris in to the smaller mould , let it ha nktl, and then 

melted off the paraffi n, I found a curiously deformed little foot. The s ize is that (,,f a c hild 

s ix months old, but it is cramped, d is torted, dl'formed, ns 1 ha\·c m .:H.:r St..Ti l i11 :1 li nng child. 

Yet th<.:rc it is , in C\'ery oont: and tendon, and the fi \'(! cramped little toec;, " child's fc)nt. It 

is not pretty as an object of art, but as a test it as better than the mo5t pL·rfcctly f<~ rmLd 

foot or hand could be. 

T his ended our experiments with mou lds a mi casts. The results are n~ry ~o l id f.1rts 

which will trouble any sceptic to explain. \ Vh en I s iFJ\\' my plaster h~rHb to an) •J11<.', thl' meta e 

he know ::, of ~ uch w ork, and the more cle\·cr and ing<-·nious he is , the more lw i~ puz;lnl to 

accon nt for them. \ Vcrc J able to pay a thousa 11d puunJ~, I \\'ould oflt:r tlrat n·\\'a rd l<> ;my 

one who \\'ould show me how such hands cou ld b(' product:d in any way but that in \\ llich 

they were produced, \'iz., from moulds in o aK piccl·, from the hands of materialised spirits. 

t I 



l'llcn: i~ w>tlling I can pruiital>ly aJJ l>y way of comnH.:nt to Dr. Nichols' narratives. 

have, howe\·er , heforc me a cons iderable amount of other testimony to si milar marvels. 

will now quote what is a mere fractional part of the whole. !VIr. Blackburn says:-

" \ Vhilst l and my daughte r were at Bdghton on the I st of January) J wrote to Mr. 

Eglinton for a siaucc as we passed through L ondon. This he kindly granted, although he 

was not then g iving professional sittings. The cards e nclosed herein, and numbered I, ~, 3, 

a rc in the o rder in which the operations took place, and I have written cxacUy how they 

occurn.:J. [ !J:we abo :;uomiltcd them to l\lr. Crookes, F.R.S., who was surprised at Mr. 
Eglintnn's power. 

41 Card 1Vo. 1.- 0n 1\Junday e\·eniug, January 3nJ, r SS l, at about e ight u'dnck, at the 
h~tllSt' ur Dr. Ni.-llllb, of Earl's Court , l.nndon, thb pcrfed card, lllldcl~tr..:cd exct:pt by <L corner 

turn ~~tr f~ 'r idt·ntitkatitm l>y my:;df, wa:; placed by 1\J r. Eglin ton, th ~.: medium, i n:side ;l l.1dy's 

small l'tnpty wooJcn wurklmx, togdher with an opened penknife, 1r1 the presence uf Miss 

BlacklJurn and half-a-dozen others. On shutting down th~ lid, our hands were instan tly 

placed on its tl}p. Miss Blackburn was asked by a spirit-vo ice, in an interval during which 

the gas was turned out, what figure she would prefer cut on the card- a diamond, triangle, 

hexagon, tJ!" wh~t t. She replied, 1 1 h .:xagnn.' The ga~ was then Jighkd, and afkr a few 

cun\'uls i\'c :;budders on the part o f tht.' medium, whilst press ing his hand:; heavily all the 

tim~.: on our~ on the to p of the lid, he suddenly stopped
1 

and nn opening the bo.x tin.: hexagon 

was fou11d evenly and neatly cut in the cen tre of the card.'' 

H Card l'lo. /I.-Again in the full light 1\tr. Eglinton asked Mbs Blackburn to select a dean 

card uu t o f a lllliH}Jer, tn place it ins ide a book 1ying on the table, and to nulicc the page ; 

she was al::so tt) put a mite t) f point o f lead pe ncil o n th~.: ca rd, and to shut lip the book. She 

Jid ~u, and kept Lo th he r bands on the book. The medium came dos~.: tu her; and put his 

hnnu~ heavi ly un hers. After a fL:w convu ls ions he took away his hands and asked her to 

look at tlu.: card, on which thi s writing was fo und:--

" S/r,-!Ju nut despair. !lope is t'tt<.'Jl st.C'i'dtT 'll'lten sorro;~,., and patit uucrta4·e um·: aud )'Oil, 

i.1:ho litTi.'C a tn-tain 4·uoi:c•ltc(~c of a glorious /mmvrtali{l', slwuld t!Jc•n•.furc allow llofl-', and the 

magz(: crltc·ud/ug /t, !o lx upptrmost. '!lope dlfcrrcd ma1·dlt tlw lttart sici.:.'-Pnn.'., S. ]." 
11 Card 1\'v. 111.-This card also was perfectly clean, and 1 was a sked where l wo ttld 

have it secreted with a lead pencil, awny from the light o f the gas. ] said, 'Inside the ntllsical 

box.' This was instantly done, anu 1\Jr. Eglinton removed the box, with its lid s hut, to a 

sofa five feet distant; he turned the box upside down, and came l>ack to the tab!t:. Severa] 

of us put our hands on b.Y hjs request ; he then put his lwnds un ours, and after a few 

convulsions as lJeforc, the blunteJ pe ncil was found to ha\·e written the following:-

" The 1llauifistat/'ou Zt'l' lwc.'c ;its! produud is, wt: t!t/nl-, 011 ample a11swcr to tlw qiiOJ', I s 
titer~..· room for sri'cutific tin.•cstl:!.;·at/tJn ? " 

.. \ nuther rt·Jnarkahlc St'cllll"l' is rdatnl hy Ur. N ichuls, :-~nd CUITnl>orated Ly l\1 r. E. Dawson 

l{ug,·r:;, u( J\, J;::,c Villa, Cl~t1 rch End, Finchky, the latte r remarking, 4
' I ha\·e much pleasure 

in tH ari11g tc::-tillloll)' t~) tile perfect ge11uineness u f the nwn ifestatiulls J escribed Ly Dr. Nichols, 

and which \\'L·rc gi\en un<kr circum:-;ta nces peculiarly satisfactory. 1 am quite f~uniliar with 

the trick :, O)' \\ hich chosen cards an.~ changed Uj' professional conjurers. But in the pre~cnt 
insta nce there w:1s 110 rouHJ for deception. The card which I se lected, a nd which was then 



IKriCctl.\· l)l<lin 1•tt l111tl1 ~·1 ""' t . 1 tl I I . I I I ' I I 1 _ : He ..... , \\';tS <'CrtlJil)' ll' C':lrt \\ 111'1 \\':1~ p;tCI '( Ill a lltll\ \IIII VI' Ill\' 

h:md, :md on \\'hi('h, a f< 'W "L'tnnd s :-tfkt wards, I fo11nd tit< \\'riltt·n 111('C:.S<lge rlllnt('cl lll'lt)\\'.'' 

The ci rcumstances, (l c; pu hli ~ hcd i 11 l.r'gllf by Dr. N i<·h· ,J-.., are a c::. [. •II'~'\'~ :-" \ \ ' hilc · the fads 

clrc fresh in my lllind, 1 ltaslt' Jt to n·cord fo r you and your tT<l<krs tiH' p:trticulars ,,f a \'c·n· 

imprcssin· -",:am·(· held at my re~idcnc•· nn Snt11rday l'\'•·ning, February 5th. :\ l r. \\' Eglint••n, 

\\'ho is tn lca\'e us on the I ~th fn r J\m<'ric:t, wisltcd, nr his guid, ·s \\'i··dwd, tn ~in' u-; some 

parting words and manife~t:-ttinns. Tlt, ·re were prc•s<·nt .1\ l rs. Flctclwr, ~lr. 1\. (a gradutlte nf 

C:1mbridgc), l\ Ir. J I. Ibstbn, l\lr. E. Dawson R ngc:rs , l\Trs. Nic hnls, :lllcl my.~<· lf. makin~, \\'ith 

l\Jr. EgJinton, sc,·en persons, thn:c or C. ut· o f \\'h om arc know n ac; powC' rful medium~. The 

cltit'f manift'st;-~tions, ht1\\'l'\Tr, \\'en~ rL" cn~nised as gin·n hy the gttid«·s nf ~ lr Eglintflll, ah.kd, 
no chmht, hy lhc united f.)rCt> !-1 0f thl' nthc1· medium~. 

" Fir~ t \\'l' sal, ju ~ t in the nrder in \\'hich "·e h:tppc1wd to be sta nding, around C1 circular 

table, when r:1ps r ame, and in tlllswcr tn nu r C)tn·s tions n:atT:1ngccl u~. Th«· g:-ts \\as then turnr d 

oft~ :111d in :1 lll•lllh'llt \\'l' lward th l dn·p \'nirL' nf 1 Er111 s t,' whn ~p(lk c tn c:-~clt Pile prl'~cn t, 

nnd the n said tlmt \\'it lt tilL· ~tr(lng mediumi s tic power in the circle he hnp(.'d thcv W(lt dd be 

:tblc tn gi\·c sonw gnod ma11if· ·~t:1linn s. 'Joey ' fi,)low(.'(l bim with frh-ndly ~:t lllt ;t tions :~nd lh·(·ly 

n.·m:trks. \ Vhih· tlll nur hands Wl'rc united he \\'<lll!Hl np :1 large lllH"k<ll bo x and s' t il 

going. L<llcr, whi le f\1r, D:t\\'Sill1 ){ngcrs and .1\1 rs. Fldchcr plal'c·d their kmds upn11 lhc 

glass corer, pcrfi·dly cxduding :1 ll ;l<~ce::-s nf hum;lll h<lnd ..;; tl) the mach inery, ~J oey' made 

the hox s top its mn\'cllH'llt in the mid c;t of a ltllll', go nn, pby three nntr•c;, ..,tnp :~g:lin, de., 

e tc., :~t the request of p(.·r~~~ns 111 t ilL' ci rcl<'. Thi c; 1c; a commf•ll, hut, :~ c:, 4\11)' ntw acq tltl intu l 

with ~uch instrunH·ntc:. \\·i ll ~cc, " ,·cry rcmarkaull manifc<;ta li• HI. 

" The gas \\·a ~ now liglltld, two httrner:-; being rcgulalt d tn gh·c a soft hut suni<-it'nl light. 

.1\ l r. Eglintnn \\'C1 S cntranl~l'd and r~~s~f'ssrd l1y ' l>ai~y .' wiJ,l din·< ted the next Jli'•H'n·d ings. 

Three large blank l'tlrds \\('I'L' sc •le, k d from :l pan·d I_\ ing Clll the tahl,-, by l\ lr. Pa\\ S()Jl 

Rng< rs, 1\f rs. FkVhl·r, ;,nd l\ lr. ,\, rhat sckcll'd 1)\· l\ lr. ))a w"-nll l{ t~g< ·r c.; wa"', :tt hi~ 

c;uggesli rlll , pl:lccd, \\'ith :1 <:.m:l ll hit nf bbck It .ld b roken frn m " p<·nci1, Ill lhL' n·ntn· 

of :11 1 nl't:-t\'n \ r• l llllll', \\'hi ( h \\·;tc; c.., fllll, and tlw tt firmh· pt-<'S'-'!'d d o\\'ll hy him 11pn1t tht· 

tahk, 1\lr. Eglint •n's hand lwing l<lid ;-~hnn~ hi :;; 0\\'11. In a 1(·\\' s~..·,'on d s tlw )ku•k \\':1:--

0J)('Il<'d, :11Hl one ~ide · nf the c:tn l was IH':tr ly l~•H'c ·rt'<l \\'ith the C.•ll••\\'illg m•·s..;ag•·, aJ•p:1r,•n tly 

di<·lakd J,y, th1ntgh 1111t in tlw ll nnd\\-ri ting nf, his lwlov<"d da11gltt<-r :-

11 /Jr•llr l'oj,a , I rr111 .... o ~~lt1d I rrlll COIITl' [,) yoTt. ) tJIIJ' /Jf'lii:f, oh , lin;(' ,!..!,lun~tl/S ,., 1:') .' 

!Jill still mnrr .!..!. lnrio11S to !.·11oil' tho.,,. l'Oif In;•,· on• il'l'tlt you. l'ka."r .~r't·t' Ill\' r/,·m· lot•(' 

tv JJIIZJI/IIW, rrml fl'\<:; lfrr· /,,·r I r1111 n·•r rouud fl,·r, aJJd i,•/th dr .rr /u;•,· for your. c'((. I am \'Ullr 

c:.p inl-dnld, K .\'I 11 1. rr ~. 
"On being :1s kcd whC'rc s lw \\'ould ha\'L' her rani plan·d, f\ l rs. F!t-trlwr chnse to ha\'l' it 

pu t between t\\'n s lates. Jt \\':tS sn placed, hut with,•ut any l>it of p<·ru:il, and the sl:tlc!=\ 

wen .. • lirmly prcsst·d tngdiH' r hy l\lr~. Fletch<·r and f\lr. l>a\\'Sfll1 Rngl'r~. In abnut th t £-.:llnl' 

pe riod as in the fnnllcr raSl' the card \\'<l~ t:1ken c•u t, C11ld f•Hmd tn contain in a n·ry ludd 

and rapid hand, r~nd in h-:1d pt·ncil char<lch'rs. t1H' fclllnwi11~ \\'flrtls :-

" Jh• r{,·ar fi inul, altltou.~h thr world romlr·mns, \\T lllukr .... tmul. ll t'li'F IIIllS! mn~/i'rt 1 ou 

more thau rottr 1/IJJOUIICC. 4 Tlu· mind .c:.ha/1 /JaiUJ!It'l t/wug/1 the· !JOf~l' pmr·' 
41 Tile third card, selected, <lnd of cm1rse carefully tx<l mined by i\lr. J\., "'"c; then thrnwn, 
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with lhc piece <>f lead pencil from which the 

into lhe farthest corner o f tht.' rnom, about 

onr seat~, with joined hands, but a moment, 

asked 1\lr. A. to go and pick up the card. 

neatly writt<.:n nH.:ssagc, as follows :-

point had been broken for the ti rst cxpu·imcnt, 

st:ven feet frnm the neares t person . \Vc kept 

when l\h. Eglinton, or the spirit thrnugh him, 

Ilc found one s ide of it covered \\'ith .1. \'Cry 

11 }"our 'wifi•, ·who /s here in spin't, ·wdl wauijcst when you. mal..·c the necessmy conditions/ but 

rest assurrd of lztr compkte lzappiuess and contz'nurd cx1:c;tena. 

".\ft<.:r thCS(' ilstonishing and most satisfactory ma11ifestations, we had caressing fingers 

making, in some cases, I know, and perhaps m all, famil iar s igns of spirit-presence, and 

gi\'ing as good proofs a s we can well ha\'e of pcrson:1 l ide ntity. 1 E r nl.;St ' ta lked with 

us again, and ans\\'crecl CJUestions, anrl the n proposed that they s hou ld usc the power of so 

strong ;-~nd harmonious a drclc for some matcrialisat io ns. Fi rs t we had s pirit- lights of great 

brilliancy -especially a cross or the pures t white light, like s tar lig ht. Then n delicate female 

form ca11w bearing a broad s trong lig ht , which made her features \'isibl~, which \\'ere s hown 

in difl(:n nt pnrts of the t·nom , e\'Cll as hig h as the ceiling. \Ve had ple nty of L'\· idcncc 

that the lights were not mad~ by phosphorated oil , or the makr ialised fo rm .;; si mulated by 

masks, !abc beards, and draperies.'' 

This closed 1\Ir. Eg1intnn's sen~s of Stfances in EnglanJ for a time, as he was on the 

point of departure for America on a professional tour. vVit h this 1 must deal in a not he r 

chapter. 
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~~a~~~~· R. EGLI NTON had for some time con templated a brief visit to :\mcrica. 

This was in response tn lo11g standing ancl pressing in, itati,>ns from many 

quarters. 1Jc accordingly sailed for New York on the I :::!th Fl'hnt:t t _, .. 18~1, 

a nti after a terribly long passage o f no Jess than s i xte(~,, day~. he arri,·cd 

in that ci ty. It was no t his inte ntion to stay there more than a few 

hours, and proceeding direct to l3oston he was cordially welcomed by 

1\l cssrs. Colby and Rich, · of the Bannrr of Lig lzt, the o ldest establis hed paper in the world 

connected with Spiritualism. Staying first with his old friends, 1\lr. and 1\lrs. I Jildrct h, for a 

few d ays, he fin ally settled down at the St. J ames's I Io tcJ, where also resid!·d l\J r. Rich o f 

the Emmer house. 

The fir s t impressio ns of a ne w-co mer in a s tr;mgc land arc always of interest, and 

this is esp~"'cia 1ly the case w ith a count ry like America. 1\lr. Eglinton writes thus :- 11 l 
was sad ly disappo inted wi th the moral condition o f Spiritualism in Boston. On looking 

o \·er the pages of the Boston Globe, and ot her second -class papL·rs for ~l a• ch, anyone may 

sec a w ho lL' column de,·otccl to the ach·ertisement of ()Hack 'mediums,' mostly clain.•oyanks 

a ncl hc·alers, there bein g s uch announcemen ts as, ' 1\ l ademoisdk "1\ Jarglll rile, the charming 

young brunette, is at home daily to g i,·e clain·oyant desc riptioiJs relating ln hirlh, marri:tgl', 

;tnd ckr<'nscd friends. Fee, two doll nrs. \Vnlk up, don't ring.' .. 

One need no t say what in many c:tscs these amwunecnH .. 'nts mean. Spiritnalists arc 

pmvcrk~s to p rL'\·ent the evil so long as the public press insert such adn·rti'it'lllcnt:;, and ~n 

the leprosy is f,Jiskd on thL' lllo\·emen t without a ny rt~untcnance whak\'1'1' f1 om Spiritunlists 

them~c l ves. F'ortunatcly, through the s trong measures adopkd b)' some n( the Spiritualistic 

press-notably the R t ligro-P/zilosoplzical j ournal o f Chicago-the e\·i l has now diminished. 

l\ lr. Egl into n writes of thi s paper :-11 Colnnd Bundy dcsern:s the mo:;t unbounded 

prai se for his untiring e fforts for the purificatio n of the moYcment ; and most, if not al l, 

o f the fr a udulent pract ices one reads o f in co11ncetion with Spiritualism 111 America arc the 

work of these psrudo mediums, who arc g rndually being unearthed and exposed." t\ 11 true 

Spiritualis ts a nd mediums wi ll dc\·outly pray f< )r the final consmnmatinn of this ohjl·ct. 

The Bnunrr of Ligltt was most l.: ind to 1\J r. Eg lin ton. On 1\1 arch 19th, I X}) t, t lw whole 

o f its front page (the Bmwrr is a sheet nearly ac; large as our !Jai~'' ,\ rws) \\':IS 

devoted to a biogra phical account o f him and h is work for· Spiritualism. t l also enntni rH .. ·d 

an admirable portrait. 
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Bt•nring in mind th~ enormous amoun t of test 1mony w ith which ] ha\·e yet tCl deal, and 

the ma111wr in \\'hich I ha\'e a lre~dy brgdy e);ceeded the limit o f space allotted to me, I 

must perforce p;-~ss many or the nccoun ts before me of the sianas gh·en by him during his 

s tay in the States with a bare notice. Suffice it to say that the phe nomena o bserved 

dilli.:rcd lillie in many cases from those already abundantly described in these pages. 

Il e made many acquain tances, and hns st ill, and will ever have, n lively remembrance of 

the courtesy s hown him by m:my friends. While in Boston he had a very re markable siauce 

with l\Irs. Thayer, Lhe fl ower medium, u whose powers," he says, " I consider to be of the 

highest. In h<.:r presence, whole plants, some from six to twelve feet high, with roots and 

earth attached, fl o\\'crs, fruit s, birds, and animals, are brought into closed rooms 111 the house 

m which s he may be in"ited tn g i\·e a sc{mcr.' ' 

J lc gan~ sr'anas in Quinccy, l\Iassachusdts, at one of which l\·Ir. Adams, a descendant 

of Prcsidlnt .:\dams, a Spiritualis t of long stand ing, was present. r Jc was also in strumented 

in COH\'t. rting the celebrated Bosto n d ivine, the Rev. J. Minot Savage, although S lade, who 

vis ited Bl)Sto n during his stay there, may fa irly claim to have finally removed the re\·erend 

gen tleman's sc'-=pticis m. I lc was not quite free from attack in the United States, an account 

of which I brie fly gi,·e. lIe made an appointment \vith some men who were not introduced 

to him, and the s/aucc passed ofT satis factorily. They asked for another, which he consented 

to g n'C. On the day, however, upo n which the seance was to take place, he had been speaking 

a t the Paine l\lcmorial 11all, where a large audience had assembled to celebrate the Anniversary 

of modern Spiritualism, and he afterwards accompanied his friends, 1\lr. and r..·1rs. W oods, to 

their residence. \Vhen there he was asked by his guides not to give the seance that eyening, 

a s the si tte rs were an ' 'exposu re party." He got Ivlr. \Voods to go to his hotel, and ka\·e a 

note to say he was unable to give the s ilting. On arri\'ing home at 10 .30 p.m., and jus t when 

lw wa~ on the point of undressing, hi s rooms were invad<:d by a party o f eight or ten men 

- the pn:dous s itters -and they prof<.:sscd to be indignant at his having fal sely represented 

h imself as lllt\\'cll, and wnnted him to give them the slance then and there. T •> thi s he 

ohjectt:d, and to p:1cify th em, <.:lltercd int,) a l•m g con\·crsation upon Spiritua li s tic matte rs. T o 

his surpri sl:, the nex t morning he fuu1Hl hin1sclf the object of much curi osity on the part of 

the \' isi tnr ::; ~t the hotel, and soon di scovcn~d the r~ason of this to he a long artick in the 

Bostn n C/o/)(•, with headings in large type, a nnouncing " Eglilltun ! Another Spiritualis tic 

llumhug, \ V L!ll V cnti lated at the \V L:St End. The Wondcrrul English Medium Exposed," de., 

etc. The " exposu re " consisted in thC'ir construing hi s conversation of the previous night 

into an attack upon Spiritualists, a nd their theories as to how the manifestations at the sc{mce 

had b<:cn pn)duced. But as this paper only circulates among the lower classes, it caused no 

very great interest among th t: educated public. J le afterwards went to Melrose, l\lassachusctts, 

and was the guc~t of his honoured fri ends, Mr. and Mrs . I Iildn.:th, for two \\'t.:eks, and whilst 

tlwte had some n~ry remarkable experiences, of which ~lr. lfildreth ga\·e a concise account in 
t he Bannl'r of L ight for April 30th, 188 r. 

I Ie says:-" During the s tay of I\J r. Eglin ton in Melrose a number of \'ery success ful 

slana:, were held. Some of th(;se were ordinary dark circles, whc:re, the medium's hands 

bei ng held on both s ides, the furniture wa~ violently moved about the room, drnwe rs and other 

nrticl es being pi1cd on the table, It is the peculiarity of l\1 r. Eglinton's dark circles that his 



lwnds an ~ hdd. Any utH; who \·uluntarily let s go hb hand, ami, lt ;t\'ing thus (h·priYcd him 

ur the main evidence of his honesty, as!'crts th;tt the m0.nift·statilJll!' wen.· pn·dun.:d hy llll· 
nH:d inm lli111selr, is little better th:m a thie f. 

11 At a s itting in the light I tO(lk a shed 

a match, gan.: the match to f\1 r. Egli11ttl fl 

the paper, and cnu Jd he S(-cn by c\·eryi.Jody. 

rnps cam<..: on the paper, answcrmg questio ns. 

fed the \'ibrations. 

of writincr b paper, and plt'lTIIl~ 

to hold. 1 li s n ngers \\"l• re 

L~ ndcr these circumstann·s 

On holding the lower ) •art of 

•All' u~d of it with 

tllll'i i~o l at( d fn 1111 

SJ\1 ;1JI hut distinct 

t lw paper 1 could 

' ' Sti11 in tlw light, the name of a deceased JKTson was written on a paper, whkh was 

folded so ns to CotH:e;d the writ ing. The paper was given to the mnlium, who sd JirL to it 
with a candle. \Vhen burned to ashes he took it in the palm of Ids hand, a11d suddenly nthl>ing 

it on his bare ann the re ;tppearcd a s hort m<..:ssage, sigm ... ·tl hy the pl·rson who:-'e na1nc had 

b<..:en written on the paper. 
11 i\t another s itting in tlw light a blank card, th <.: corner bdng prcdou~ly torn (,fr for 

idt'ntilkation, was placed in a book, together with an atom of lead pt.:nl'il. The hand~ uf all 

pt escnt being placed upo11 tlte hook, a peculiar ticking noise was heard proceeding tlien.:frunt, 

a nd directly afte rwards the card was ta)a:-n Ollt covered ,..,· ith writing, being a message from a 

relati ve o f mmc. Tlu: ·lumdwrt'tt'ug was distinct/;• hrrs. The next day l visited a lady, 

forme rly a n i11timate friend or my rcJati\' <.:. This lady is not a Spiritualis t, and was ignornnt 

that l\1r. Eglinton was at my hou se. In the course of con\·crsatiull I took out tht: ca rd, and 

covering the s ignature with a pice<.: of paper, ostensibly to keep her finge rs from rubi.Jing 

the pencil marks, askcu if she knew the handwriting. She had no sooner set eyes on it Lhan 

sh <..: recognised it as th at of the person from whom it purported to tome. 

''Subsequently at a dark circle, afte r se,·cral matc rialiscJ fonn!' had appc:trcd, bearing 

their own lights, the llgure of a lady, sa id to !Je the same relative who had written the message, 

a pproadlL·d withill a foot of my face. The light in its hands g lo wt:d with more than usu<ll 

brightnes~, so tha t l was able to obtain a perfe<'tly disti nct view. \Vhite dr:1pery \\'as O\'cr 

th<.: ht'ad, ln·nught ruund and Sl't·mingly held toge the r hy the mouth , ~~s is often the <'ase wi th 

these ligures. Though tlw mouth was rnnc('aled, the fo reht..: ad, t•_yt·s, and Jl(l~c of tlw figure, 

which were of pc.:culia r ch<lracter, bore the most remarkable rc.:;cmblaJH'c tn t}w person it 

purpOI-tcd to Le, and nut the s lightest l ikeness to l\1 r. Eglinton." 

Front Melrose he went to Phcenix, Rhode ls land, and had the m<J:;t pronoun('cd sucn:ss. 

li e held four sf'i.tnas, which resu lted in the comple te satis faction (though it in\·olvvd thei1 

disc()lnflturc as regards their previously entertained opinions on the subject) of forty sceptics. 

At Fall River, the next stage, he ga\·e other scf.mces, at one o f which, held at the rL'sidence 

of Augus tus C hase-a noted mill-owne r there-after obtaining a long mcssag<.: from f\1 r. Chase's 

son, on a ca rd placed between the leaves of a book in the light, the daughter of l\1 rs. Lyon, 
"Pho~be," came out fully ma terialised and shook IJ ('r mo ther's hand. The mother declared 

s he was ready to go into a co urt uf law and swear to this fact. J\nd thus the <'\'idetwe 111 

favour o f hi s powers-and of the \·crity of the manifestations-daily accumulal~:c.l. 

[ [ ~.: le ft for New York on the I Sth 1. \pril, at the invitation of l\1 r. C. 1 ). LakLy, proprietor 

of several newspapers-the Bw"ldcr and I Voodwor!.•er, Insurance, dc.-publishcd in that city. 

Mr. Lakey desc ribes several c i rclcs he ld \Vi th him ns being \'Cfj' satis factory, Lhc phcnonH.:Ha 
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con:::,i~ting of th o=>e tbually ' ' i tn<..::,::,cu a t l\ !1 . Eglin ton's seances, including m a teri:-t lisation s . 

Among varion~ things the fol lowing is n arra teu :-"Mr. Eglinton s udde nly called fo r a card. 

\V hih.: Professor Rice still held the card in his ha nd, the medium told him to tear o ff a corne r 

fur identification, w h ich he did. Then he seized the torn card, and o pe ned a book, placing the 

card so tha t we saw bo th s ides we n .: unwritte n on, closed the book, and asked Professor 

Hicc to pl t~ce h is ear o n it and lis te n. 4 Do y o u hear the pe ncil writing ? ' • Yes,' s aid Rice. 

On OJ>l'lling the uouk the re was the card written full, s igne d by a dead fri e nd o f l\lr. Rice. 

Th is a ll took pl al'e under absolute ly test conditio ns ." 

On another occasiont wntmg to the Banner oj Light, I'vlr. Lakey gives the ::,ubjo incd 

account : "This is Sunday nig ht ; f\ Ir. Eg lin to n has been to cllttrch, and his in visible attendants 

rapped a::,se11 t on.:asio na lly to the utte ra nces o f th e pn.~acher-sometimcs di!:>sc n t. Au hour 

ago we sat in the pa rlour talking O\'Cr the:::,e wonde rfu l ma ni res tat ion s o f tht:: immortal 1ife. 

T he \\'hi tc cam bric curta ins we re drawn. bu t t h~ blinds were nol a ll closed. From witho ut the 

gaslight drifted into the room. There w ere mysel f, wife, da ughter, au d thi s won de rful medium. 

I lc sat abou t e ig ht feet from us , jus t across a passage of li g ht which came in fro m the s treet. 

\ Ve had been ta lk ing of o ur 1 dead' Suddenl y we heard the quick breathing th :1 t indica te ::, trance. 

In just a moment the re \\'a!j a white cloud <\ round the m edium, whose hand s and face we could 

see, <lS he h <lJ no cabinet o r curtain o f a ny kind. The n advanced a female form, clad in white 

robes. S he came fo rward to where the passage of light was ; s he seemed self-illuminated. 

T hen she va nished . W e sat in s il ence a t the Ycry gate way of the d e rnal city. Jn a f<.:: w 

mo ments then.: came another fo rm, no t so t all, ma n ·eJJous Jy beautiful, fo r we cou ld sec he r 

face in t he light. She came close to us, and the n vanis hed. The n 4 Daisy ,' o ne o f the 

medium's guides, g ave us a beau tifu l add ress, a nd said h er good-bye. I s hould have s tated 

that the second form was dra ped in g lorio us w hite. H e re was ma te rinlisation truly, beyond 

any possiui lity o f dou bt. I canno t w rite more. I can say, ho wever, that be li ever s m ust stand 

by this nKd ium . I Ie has wonder ful powers; he is real, he is true." 

l\ [r. Steph en I\ Iassett , the celebrated newspaper cor respondent 11 J ecms Pi pes, of Pipcs\· ille," 

gn\'l' a long accou n t of some rema rkable sc'auccs in the Daily E t.'tning P o:;t o[ New York; and 

the same gentleman al so introd uced him to I\1adame Anna Bis ho p, th e once celebra ted s inger, 

w ho bad long bcen a Spir itu alist. New York friends v ied with each othe r in making his stay 

a happy one. Amongst these may be s pecially me ntio ned l\1 rs . Upham, the I Io n. .J. L. 

O'Sullivan, M iss Fitz Mau rice, P rof. Kidd1c, J udge Cross, and Mrs. Billing, to which charming 

lady and wond<::.rful m edium he owes m llch. P e rhaps what was the most descriptive account 

of his American stances a ppeared in the .New York Tribunt', written by the editor, a critical a nd 

persistent in vestigator. For a d a ily paper of so much power as the o ne j us t mentio ned to 

devote a column and a ha lf to a n<lJTat ion o f S piritualistic phe nome na is s urd y a s1g n of the 
tinlLs, en:n for America. 

Call s from home on urgent lm~iness, howc\'er, o n ce agam com pel led him to ~ay 4' goo<.l

byL·" to the many warm friends he had hen :, as in every quarter of the g loLe, gatl ll -rcd ~ round 
him, and he sa iled for the Mother Coun try o n l\1 ay 14th. Ma ny cCi mc to the steamu· tu see 

him off, :md the S(l. loon was one ,·ast f1ow<..r garden, fill ed with the cho icest ofTL'rings o f fr iends 
known and ullknown . 
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175fT TO lJYDIA. 

.. · . . .' T h:-tJ long been :1 che r ished d esire on ~lr. Eg1inton' s part to Yisit India- the 

· re puted home nnd birthplace of the occu lt science'~. Tlwnc::nphy ;tnd itc:: 

I-JAB mnny others, he wished, if possible, to come to some definite conclusion 
~. with regard t r) the subj ect. The gen(;ral verdict was then, and for the 

mntter of that is s till, the old Scotch one of 11 Not Proven," but the g lClmour 

of mys tery thrown Clround the phenomena, and the unbou11ded promi5;cs which had drawn m:llly 

into Theosophist circles, did not eseapc 1\Ir. Eglinton, and he wns naturally anxious to find out 

a11 he cou ld. His desire for in\·es tigati on on the spot, seemed li kely to be granted when he 

accepted n pressing invitation from 1\lr. ]. G. 1\leugens, a wealthy I ndinn merchant and 

Spiritualist, to go to Calcutta as his guest. Although, howcYer, lw took \\·ith him St\'era l 

warm letters of introd uction to Colonel Olcott and 1\IC\dnmc Bla n1 tsky, the.\' twn.:r extended any 

indtCttinn to him to meet them; and it was not until the stJ mnu:r of 18S4, thn'c yuu s after 

his return from India, that he me t the latter, who, attended hy Bnbu 1\loh ini ChCltteJjcc and 

1\I iss .t\rundale, hnd (l most wonderful sr(m {(' with him. \Vith Colonel Olcott he has IH'\'t'l' 

come in contact. 

Sr\'<~ ra) notewort hy pri\·(lte fClre\\'ell sf'(mrr·s were gh·cn prior to "ailing from England on 

th e r 2lh October, 188 1. .t\t some of these, incidents occu rred which co nclu<;i\·cly pro\'( d th e 

separate indh·iduality of his controls. 

l ~<':lV illg London on the 12th October, 1 ~R 1, he procn·d<'d to l.h·erpool to ~pend n few 

days wi th rl'latin' s n·s iding in that city. The ,·oyage to lndi:1 turnl'd 11Ut an ,·xtrcmcly 

plc:tsa nt one, and the calls 111 :tdC' at Port Sa id , Suez, :111 d Colombo, nllmn.d him to see a little 

of th ose places. Cnlct1tta was rca ciH·d ;-~t nonn on the 1 ith Non:whcr, when Colonel :111d !\ Irs . 

Gordon, and 1\Ir. l\l cugens met l\1 r. Eglin ton at the stcam<:r. Littlt• time \\'ns Jno;t in getting to 

work, for on the s ucceeding c \·en ing l:is lir:;t sc(ti/(C in lndb wa s hlld at tiH:: rcsiclL nee of 

l\ lr. Ch(.cthnm. At nn time during his sojourn in this countty was he idk; the interc~t wa~ to<.l 

great to allow of this. S uccessful s ittings were hl'ld at the rcsidcnu· n[ tilt..· 1\laharnjalt ~ir 

J otcndro 1\lohull T Clgore. K.C.S. I., lllOSl or which were rcporttd ill the lmli'au ,}1/rwr, n dally 

n~w:;p:q)l'r, publishl'd in the illtl'l-cs ts uf th(' nati,·c clas~t·:;, o\\'Jtt~d ;11HI l'tiikd hy lhbu ~un · attln• 

Nath SPil, a Spiritualist of Sll lllt' sta1tding, .tnd cousi n of the \n· ll-knn\\ JJ K,·..;lwh-l llllll<kr S<'n, 

the fiJ\IIlch·r nf the Bra hmn-Snmaj . The following extract fro m a lll il!'"i of edi torial n.-p .. rts IS 

12 
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charactcri~tic, and m11st serve to illustrate the general quaiity of the testimony thus rcndereJ. 

It occurs in th;lt jo11rnal for january 4th, 1882, and is written by the editor :-1
' Two slates 

were pnt together with a crumb of pencil between them under the table, and holding them, we 

heard the writing going 011 within the slates. After the writing had continued for some timr, three 

raps were heard on the slates, which signified that the message was finished. On opening 

them, we found the following long n1essage written upon one of them :-' Bless J'Oll, my son . 

I am glad I am Cllab!ed to comnmnicate. I am your father If--, and I come 'With JJWJ~l' of 

your ancestors. Your rmc/e B-- - is present, aud rejoices thai he can assure so zoorlhJ' a 

nephew of Ius increasing regard. You will remember how I prophesied to you, through JJ!r. 
Afansfidd [i.e., f\'lr. Mansfield of New York, a well-known test medium], of tlw continued prosperity 

of the undertaking you have in hand ./ and I can only tell you again that you hazte a great work 

to dv still. The "llmJ'tJlg fortunes of your undertaking ::.ina you harre been engaged in it, may 

now be said to hat'e eJitkd /n a prosperous 'Z'OJ'a.~r. I tan nezrer be too glad that Capla/u P--

[ ou r private tutor, now deceased] tool..' you /n hand, for J'Oll owe l''ZJeJy/lu'ng to him, and to ./l-

[an old European attorney of the )ate Supreme Court, now no more.] A~l' good fnl:nd tlw 

lllalwrajah R-- 5- is present 'lJ.llth me, as is your grandfather R--. T~Ve all rt'joicc 

that llzis truth ltas been broug!Jt Jwme to you, and I want J'OU to rc·member that H duuya ak!u"rat kt.• 
k!zrti ltai" [written in T3engali], and that tlw knowledge you now possess will fit )'Oil for the ntxt 

<oor/d. fVr are all ·ve1y happy, and gh•e you our benediction. I shall conu· again some dto', 

and lalk more fidly to )'Oil. Good-byt', my sou.' The handwriting of the message was as fine 

as copper-plate; the personal allusions in it were correct to the letter, and the Urdu quotation 

at the end, marked a peculiar trait in the character of the present writer's fathe r, who was an 

accomplished Urdu scholar, and in t he habit of interlarding his conversation now and then 

with Urdu quotations-facts of which Me Eglinton was entirely ignorant. The message was 

remarkable for the explicitness with which it served to identity the deceased party in his 

communications with his living son. Al1 the names appearing in the message were gi\'Cn in 

full. The Urdu quotation means, that what we sow in this world, we shall reap in the nc.xt. 

The !\laharajah referred to in the message is a well-known n;-tth·e prince, whose loss has been 
universally mourned of late, both in l ndia and England." 

About this time ht: me t the veteran I 1indoo Spiritualist, Peary Chand Mittra, 

he enjoyed llletny quiet hours in discussing the mysteries of spiritua l p henomtna. 

Death has solved these problems of the grave for this kind friend. 

with w hom 

Since the n 

The st'auccs, in variably held in private houses, were 1arge1y and continuously attended by 

the t'!J~c of Indian civil and military society; and, to meet the demand for fu ll reports and 

information, <1 fortnightly journal, s imilar in style to Light, was started. This ven ture met with 
considerable success, and continued to Le published during the w hole of 1\lr. Eglinton's sujourn 
in India. 

1 Jo not propose to narrate at length the st(wcc:s gi\'en by Mr. Egiinton during this period. 

1 tnust perforce confine myself to matters of special \'alue - such for example as the 

following incidents, related by l'vlrs. R. I I. Cheetham in Psychic Notes for J anuary 16th, 188 1. 

The first is a singularly curious case ;-11 Two s1ates were carefu lly washed and a piece of 

pencil was laid between· them. i was asked to grasp them at the corners of the wooden 

frame and press them tiglttly toge ther with one hand, l\Ir. E~Iin ton holdin~ the sbtes in tl~q 



sam t.: way at the opposite cross con1 t.: r. Thus hc.: l<.l we.: s trt.:tched out fl \lr arm" r~c; fa r :-~s \ \'<..: 

could, holding the s late in th e.: full light aw(~v from the table. ~I y r ight ha nd a nd l\1 r. 

Eglinton's left ~ till louchcd the hands of our n :sperli\'e neighbours. At once. ;(•i/ln'll the ~la tt.:s, 

the sound of rapid writ ing was heard, :~n<.l in a \'Cr_y short time, the us ual three ~ma ll raps 

were gi,·cn as a signal for us to look at the result. On the s late were twe nl)'- t\\·o lines 
co ntaining one hundred and forty-two \\'Ords s igllcd by the name of a uear rc lat in· of mine 

\\'ho left this \\'orld some years ago. Before 1 glanced at the signature the s trong rL·seml>lance 

of th e sma ll, d ose \\'r iting to that of tllj' fri end amazed me, and whvn 1 c:. mc· to n·ad tht.: 

written lint·s my a~toni sluncnt incre:1 scd. I found in them a n :rbatim (1unta t i11n fro m a ldter 

\\'ritten by 1111.: and pos ted tn New Zt ·al:uHI tlu.: week bc.-forc, and al ~o a re tnllrk relat ing tu my 

pri\·ate a ffairs wh ich seemed to me tn point ronclusi\·cly to th t· ident ity of the writtr "'h"~' 

sign:llllrc was :1ppcnded. l had spokul to no one of wh:1 t I had '-'aid in the h· tter sent many 

days before, :111<1 1 am n o l conscious th at it wa s in my thoughts as 1 held thl .._]a les. lk:lo\\ 

Q'l~io is an 

11~ie1·er:tin.g e x pe7'i-

n c,en t , an~d on e ihat 

s uTp 7"ises eve7c, u s in, 1ts 

Tesul t. Q'~e 'tuish yo-u~' 

hvAJbct7~d 7~ad bee1~ 

he,~e . 

ft c.. 10 .-\\'ritin~ Prml .u: ~·d undc- r an l n\'ctted Tumhkr. 

the let ter to me, in a large :1nd quite different handwriting, wa s a nwsc:;:1ge to my hu ~baud, 

w ho W<lS not present.'' 
The next experiment was not less valtwble :-11 A soda-water tumbler was ren·rscd on the 

slate over a crumb of pencil, and then pressed the glass up against the unrlt·r-.... urfart: nf 

the table. That is to say, I\Ir. Eglinton put the sl:1te undcr the table, \\' ith the rc\'t:rscd 

g lass upon it, and forced the tumbler hard against the wood by pressing up till' ~ I:1lc with his 

hand, the wrist and arm being d early seen bj' us. \Vriting was heard and the th ree raps 

were gi,·cn for us to look al the sl:lte. \Vithin the circle described hy the rim of thL gl;1ss 

we found a message in a smaH hand, quite different from the h:11Hiwriting o [ the lettL r 

ac..l<..lrcsscd to me." ( Fig. 10.) 
l l was during this period that a s tartling ph enomenon nccurred - nfl less tha n tlw in ~t:ln la nc••us 

tran smissio 11 of letters bet\\'een London and CCllcutta. I sa.r 11 s tartling ' ' advisedly. It is 

assuredly so for the \Vorld at large, but Spiritualists, who alone C:lll foam :111)' idea of the 

po\\'cr (lf s pi rits o\·er matter, will readily unders tand Lhc phcnomenul\. Thi s c:1 rrymg nf kttt· rs 
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tovk place un s...:\'d·<d o~ca::>ivn::; , but a description of the circumstances atte nding one case 

must suffice. ~lr. l\Ieugen s, the narrator, is well known in London and Calcutta mercantile 

circles as a man of high intelligence and integrity. 11 Mr. Eglinton and I had been to dine 

with soml..!. frie nd::; at the Be ngal Club, and returned home at about eleven p.m. My guest asked 

me to s it with him befo re retiring to bed, and we sat together in the light. I fc took a s heet 

o f paper (which l had jus t prc\'iously marked in one corner with my initials and private marl.: 

for the pllrpose o f identification), placed it in a book, held the book under the table fo r a 

few seconds, and then put the book into my hand s. I examined it very carefuH~', but 

the sheet u f paper had disappea~ed. I retained possess ion of the book, while Mr. Eglinton (in 
hi::; normal s tate) informed me that he saw his spirit leave hi s body anJ travel over land and 

sea until it entered the room of a friend of mine in London, and he minutely dcscril.h:d my 

friend and the s urroundings in the room, which he asserted was fl ooded with light. lle 

saw 'Ernest' s lanctiog by my friend while the Jetter was being written, and his taking 

the letter when ready. In a few seco nds after this he begged me to open the book (of which 

I had re tained possession the whole time), and there sure enough insiJc the cover o f the book 

was the self-same s heet of paper, with my initials and private mark upon it, compktdy filled 

with a letter in my fricncrs handwriting, dated that same en.:ning in London, and commencing 

with an account of how the room had been suddenly filled with light, how 1 Ernest' had 

brought the sheet of paper marked by me, and how he stood waiting to bear the let te r back." 

So rich were the numerous Slfauccs in phenomena, and so lively \\·as the sensation caused by 

the publication of details, that Mr. Eglinton began to be looked upon by the native community 

a s a Yog/ o f the first water, by the Spiritualists as a wonder, and by a sceptical world as a 

mys tery. The press, both native and English, was, on the whole, favourably inclined, though 

a certain amount of antagonism on the part of i ndividua)s was natura1Jy to be expected. One 

wail which arose from the sceptical ranks, when regarded in the light of subsequent events, is 

not to be surpassed as showing the irony of fate. Its keynote was that "a conJurer would 

do just the same manifes tations in the clearest daylight and with double the number of 

s itters. Convert one, and then/' the writer grandiloquently adds, "the world is 

at your feet." The whirligig of time was soon to bring its own revenge, and the chosen 

champion of the shrieking sce ptic was destined not to lay the wor1d at the feet of Spiritualism, 

but simply to exemplify the fact that a prophet is not without honour save in his own country. 

•• An ave rage prcstidigiloteur" ( 1 quote the qualification as enunciated in the challenge in ques tion) 

·was convinced of the truth of Spiritualism, and of the genuineness of its manifestations, but, 

contrary to the some what rash prediction indulged in, he did not become •• the St. Paul of the 
new dispensation,'' as the sequel wi11 show. 

1\Ir. ll arry Ke llar, the welJ-known conjurer, was then on a visit to Calcutta, and a portion 

of his entertainme nt was devoted to an u exposure " of Spiritualism. Urged Ly some 

opponents of Spiritualism-clericals, of course-he seized the opportunity, conjurer-like, to make 

as much capital out o f the fact of the sensation caused by 1\Ir. Eglinton's mediumsh ip as he cou ld, 

and his ( Kellar's) perforn1ances were gin~n nightly to crowded ho uses. At that time, however, 

Ke llar was eviden tly an honesl inquire r, if I may judge from a letter published by him on the 

subject in the ludian Dt~t'ly 1Vews for January 13th. I Ic there confesses that he had followed 

with much interest a correspondence regarding Spirituali::;m, and more particularly 11 the accounts uf 



manife .... tation-; c.aid to h;L\"C t:1kl!n pbcc in the pt escnce of ~lr. Eglint,m." I Je continues:-" I 

.1111 f.u· front wishing to s nl'er or throw di:.;cn.:dit cJJl what ~ ~ said tn h :-1\'t• taken pi:H'l', 

and whi.-lt ha~ only readwd me on hearsay. At the same tinw 1 :;hnuld l>t· glad uf ell! 

opporlllJJity of p;lrticipating- r11 :1 M·am:c, with a view of gi\·i ng an unbiassed •lJ)IIltnn :ts lo 

\\'hdher, in my capacity of a profession:tl prcs!J~Ii.!.:/ta!otr, I can give a natlll a] cxpl;matirllt .. r 
cllcct~ said to be prodllcl'd by s piritual aid . I tru:;t that my char:lt'tcr as a 111a1J 1-i a 

s unidt. nt gu.trantce that I \\'Ollld take no unf:tir ad\'anta• rl' or \ iol:ltc anv of the t:•>IHiitinnc.:; 
~ I J 

i111po::;ctl at a ."6111C£' to which I w:ts in \'itt:tl." 

1\ftl'r s uch a idler, 1\lr. Eglin ton h;-H.l wh;1t th<.: Yankt:( s call .. :t ],;HI time ·.' ' The public 

\\'LT<.: loud in tiH..ir demands fo r an an swer, :md the Spiritualisls bq;gec..l him tn giu· 1'\c;llar 

a scrTJ/('('. For a long time no r<.:sponse to thcs<.: call ::, was made·, and l\1 r. l~glinton at lirst 

was obdurat <.: and refused point blank to CPlllpl)" \\'ith c.:it ltu reque'=> t. J·:~pl·rieun had taught hi11t . 
that l'Dlljurers wen .. ·, as a ruk·. a nimated in all th<.:y did, a:-; n.gan.l :-; Spirituali-;m, ~oldy by 

a desi re to make capital nut of it, and he naturally rcgardc<..l thi!'i letter a~ a rle\·vr nt.'(' 

Ull Ke llar's part to ad\·ertise himscl r at anothe r's ex pense. Ultimat<..ly, h <J\\'C\'l't', ~ 1 rs. (.lonl on 

preYailed on him lo med Kellar, and confident in his own inlt:grity, and tit <.: l'L'al ity of 

his tn(.'diumis tic g ifts , he did so. \Vith what result, th<.: following <.:.xtracts from sumc of 

th<.: conjurer's ]etters to · the huil'au Daily J.Vc;os will s how :- j' ) n your issue of the 13th 

January I s tated that I s hould l>e g lad of an opportunity of partidpating in a <>lance with 

a view of giving an unbiassed opinion as to wheth <.: r, in my capacity of a pruf<.:ssinnal 

prcshdiglfaltur, I could gi\·<.: a naturaf explanation of cflccts said to he produced by spiritual 

aid. I am indebted to the courtesy of l\lr. Eg1inton, the SpirituaJjstic medium now II\ 

Calcutta, and of his host, l\ lr. J. 1\ lcugens, for aflording me th<.: opportu nity 1 cra\·t:d. 1 l 

IS m.:rdlcss to say I \Yent as a sceptic, but I mu st own that I came away ultcrly unable 

t0 explain, by any n:ttural me:1n s, the ph <.: numenn that I witn essed on T ue;:.d.l)' c\·<.:ning. I 

will gi\·e a brief description of what tnuk pface.' ' 

1\ftcr describing scycral success ful ex periments, l\1 r. Kellar pt ocet'ds :-' ' In respect to the 

above manifes tations, I can only say that 1 do not expect my ac(ou nt 0 f them to gai n genera l 

credence. Forty-eight hour s before l s hould not have l>dic\·ed anyone who descrilK'li such 

manifestations under s imilar circumstances. 1 still remain a sce ptil' as n.:g:-trds Spirituall!->lll, but 

I repeat my inability to explai n or account for what mu st ha ve been an int<. lligcnt fon·<· that 

prodtH'c<.l tiK' writing on th<.: ~late, which, if my se nses :1re tn he rcli<.:d on, w:1:; in nu way 
the res ult of trickery or sleight of hand.'' 

On the 30th of the same month :\l r. Kellar addressed another letter to tl1e lnd.:an /Ja1{v .\'ciL's, 

repor ting sonH.: experiences of another kind with f\ lr. Eglintcm, one l)f lhe wit11cs-:.es l>cinh 

Lord \ Villi:1m Beresford, V.C., and regarding which the clc\'er conjurer sa id: 41 In cn1n'lusion, 

let mt: s tate that after a most stringent trial and strict c;crutiny of thec;l wonderful t:~pl'rienc<.:s 

I can arrive at no other conclus ion titan that then: \\·as llt> tract. of tn<..kery in any form, llt) l' 

was th<.:re in tlw room a11y mt:cllilnism or mttchillcry by whkh t:••uld be produced til<.: phc..·numclla 

which had tak en place. The ordin ary mudc hy \\ hicll f\l.1 skc...lynt.: and other <.:onjun·rs imitate 

levitation o r the fJoating tc~ t could nut pu:;sibly ot: dont· in the roum i 11 \\ hit.:h \H' \\'Crt· 

ass em bled." 

Thus OllC<.: mur<.: was a professional COilJUrcr JlOilp)u:;scd when lJnHtght r~H.:e tu 1~\C<.: with 
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spiritual ph~nom~na. The call for testing by presll'digilalcurs is, after all, only a parrot's cry 

on the part of th ose who, driven from pillar to post to find an c.xcusc for s hutting their eyes 

to facts, refer to conjure rs as the Alpha or Omega court of appea l, forgetting that they have, 

on.:r and on:r again, tried " to find o ut the trick," and failed. 

1\I ediums, who arc the ins trume nts of an external agency, ha,•e, as I have s tated, 

more than once been confronted with conjur~rs who deceive by sleight o f hand j but in the 

s;-~me ma tllh.: r as n o ma n o f scie nce who has thoroughly and fairly investigated the phenomena 

of Spiritualism hns J:1ikd to become convinced o f their reality, so no conjurer who has l.H .. :cn con

fn)n ted with the same fact s has been able to ex plain the ir occurrence by pres t.iJigitation. The 

sensation caused by Ke llar '::; conversion was indescribable . S ome suggested that the conJ urer 

had been 41 squared" by th t: medium, beca use both we re bro the r l\J asons; others began to think 

there wa::; '' ~omething in it;'' while the poor sceptic who wanteJ a convert of a conjurer, 

ne ver opened his lips again ! 1t may be inte res ting to no te that Kellar made an offer on 

th~ spot of a '.'cry lucrative e ngage ment fo r s ix months if Mr. Eglin ton would produce the 

same results 0 11 the stage, an offer, it is pe rhaps unnecessary for me to say, never accepted. 

I sec from th<: American papers ( 1 885) that Kdlar has since I( ratted." Probably he found 

o11t tha t it pays b<:tter to al.ntse Spiritualism than to endorse it. I fail, however, to sec how 

he can possibly explain away the very ex plicit s tate ments he made in India, although, as ' 1 a 

matter of business," it may s uit him to thus gull a '-'ery gullible public. 

The discussion about the instantaneous trans mission of letters from London to Calcutta, and 
'N(·c 1.•cr.sa, outshini ng as they did the a11cged phe nomena of theosophy, waxed warm and furious, 

anJ l\1 r. Meugens dete rmineJ, if possible, to put the matt~r to a decis ive tes t at the first opportunity, 

although as a matter o f fact the evide nce fo r the spiritual fncts was then, and has ever been, 

in compnra bly su perior to that adduced for so-called occult phenomena, both in quality and 

quantity. 1\t no time ha \'e the fonner bee n so s tringe ntly tested, nor have they l>ee n 

examined with s uch scie ntific acumen. Returning from Colo nel Gon.lon's late one evening, 

Mr. 1\l<..:ugens and Mr. Eglinton were s itting, as was their wont, on the vera ndah, when the 

latte r felt a s trong inOucnce come over him, and inquired of his companion whether he 

would like a manifestation. "Yes,'' he re plied, no thing unwilling. 11 \rv'hat shall it be?" asked 

1\lr. Eglintnn. R emembe ring w hat he had prc \'ious ly determine d upon, Mr. l\leugcns replied, 

'' Bring me l\1 r!S. Flet<:hcr's \yedd ing ring." l\1rs. Fletcher was the n in Tot hill Fields Prison, 

and l\1 r. 1\'Ieugens was a warm sympathiscr, bd ic\"i ng that s ht.: had bcell most unjustly convicted . 

Knowing that ~he wmlld bL· :::; tripped of every thing ebe Ldonging to her, he thought if 
the wedding ring were brought from England to Calcutta, some s 1x tho usand miles away, 

t h<.: test wou ld he <.11-ci~ive. l\1 r. EgJintun, uncler contrul, a:::; ked for a tllmbkr to be h e ld 

high ahuvc: his head . Til <.: )amps were bun1ing brig htly all the time, and Mr. Eglin ton 

was now reclining on a couch a lillie d~stance ofr Suddenly a chin k was heard in lhe gJass, 

and on k•wcring it for txa mination a wedding dng was found in it. lt was o ld and worn, 

and a lthough l\'lr. l\1euge ns was o f course unable to ide ntify it, yet he was naturally immensely 

plea~t:d at a weddiHg ring ha\·ing been brought to him at a ll under s uch conditio n:::;. There 

could ha vc been nu preparation, as the particular object chosen had Lee n asked for spoutanco usly, 

and the chanc("~ WL"re many again !:>t s uch an o bject being in l\1 r. Eglin ton'::; possession. A 

few day~ afterwards a letter, carried Ly s pirit agency ( only one of many which came to hand 



in lik t· mann('!), was n·c<' i\·< d by C\Jr. I\kugcn'> fro111 l\J rs. Fktclwr i11 her O\\"Jl hn1Hhn iti1tg, 

telling him Rhc had S('nt the ring in obedil'llCc to hi e; rc(]ucs t, and !toping lw l'l'Cci\'C'd it 

safely. Tic returned to England in timl to mer t lw1· at the prisnn gates \\hl'll she was 

reh~ased, :md his first (}ucs tion was, 11 \\'ht IT is yo11r \\'(•dding ring?" SIH' h.,Jd up hrr 

hand, upon which wcTc the <1ther rin gs which had been restored to ht·r hy the prio;o n authorities, 

hnt no W('(ldr'ng ring was lhcre, nnd ghe ex plained that s lw thought he hnd rerc·h···d it monthc; 
hf' fnre ! 

This fnrt may he beyond the comprehension of many, of all indeed, perhaps, who have 

not hnd practica l personal experience of similar man·cls. 1 cannot, hm\'C\'er, c mphasi::;c too 

strong ly the fact that f\ J r. f\ 1 eugens is a mnn whose reputation is he yond the shadow of 

reproach, respected and esteemed in commercial circles in England and India, fm his sound 

business qualities. H e i~, morco\·cr, an experienced irwe<;tigator, aecu~tomed to weigh e\·idence: 

in short, he is not a man li kely to he mistaken nr dccci,·cd, and his tcstimc. ll) I need hardly 

s:~y will be accepted by nil who know him, ns accurate and mwnrnis he<l. J li s opportunities 

for in\·C'stigation, too, lh·ing as he d id in dai ly contnct with f\1 r. Eglin ton, were practically 

unlimited, and I finu it :1 somewhat onerous task to select isolated cases-and I can do no 

more-out of the mult itude which he and others in India put on record. 

Anoth er satisf:1cto ry ex perience was the following. Afte r rdati ng the circu mstnnees of ~I r. 

F.glinton'!5 a rrival in } ndia· as his guest, he proceeds:-" I had tak en the top no0r of a hnusc 

for the season, into which 1 hncl put my own furniture, and :~ s thC' rest of the house was 

entirely le t ou t in offices, there was no one residing there except ol!rsekcs. Fig. 1 r ts a 

sketch showing the s ituat ion of the roo ms, from which it will he seen that \\'hen our doors 

were locked it \\'as qu ite impossible for nny one to get into ou r r ooltls. t\ s is ll">t!al in I ndb 

the rooms were \'Cry large, roomy, and lofty, nnd what is not S<' usual, the flonrs were laid 

in Portland cement, so there nnrl cl be no possibility of any c-omtllltJ!icatinn thr High the floc rs. 

The \'erandah fa ced south, lonking into the road. n is the clnorway;:;, from ,, hich it \\·ill he 

seen that nne donr lrd into the cliniug-ronm from the land ing, :IJH.l another i11to the bt·d rtHlll1. 

Bo th thcsl' doors \\'ere alway.s barred he.· fore we n·tircd to ht·<l. Thv .signs ~I and E rqll L'gvllt 

t he rvl:tth e positions of o\\r ru:;pc'rli\·c bed s , [\ ] being mine, E Egli11tcm':., and they wen· a 

good m<tny f<.:et apart. Each hul i ~ near OIK nf the dnor\\'nys l11nking into the dining-ro 1111, 

and 1 wou ld adcl tha t the head of each bed was to\\'ards the north. 1 had 11ot pcr~onally know n 

anything whate\'er of l\)r. Eglin ton prior to It is arri\·n l in 1 tH.Ii:~, hut \\'l' S!wcdily bl'camc 

gn:nt fri<'nds, antl 1 ltad nWit)' \\'Ondcrf1d manifc.stations \\'ilh him in pri\'atr·. One· night 

we had gone to bed ( l would add that each bcu \\;tc:; furni~hcd with a mo~<1uit,1 curtain 

wh ich tuekcd in under the mattress, so th at nne had to disturb it if Ollt' wa11tt'd ln gd out 

of bed). \Ve always kept a light in the rnom, ;l small hanging kt'roscne ln1np, which wns 

tu rned down, but gn\·e s uflicient light to enable me to sec a11ything in the fl)l\lll. .As it was 

ra th er warm we \Yere uoth lying in our sleeping suits 011 the heds (I mea n t>Ulsi<k· the lwd 

clothes), and although the light was dim, and the 1l10SC}llito rurtain.;:; Jnadt' thiug.c:; I1:17.,Y, we 

enuld citlwr of us see dist inctly any mo\'emcnt mad(; by the other. \Vc had hid t·nch nther 

good-night, when 'Dnisy ' s udden ly cnntrol led Eglinto11, and said, • f\Jr. f\ll'tlgt·ns , d·m't g11 to 

s leep yet ; watrh.' Accnrdingly, ) h'pt my L)'C~ open, \\:ltehi11g Eglinton' c; l>t'd. .\ftct 
\ratt:hi ng for some time I fancied J saw somdhing in lhc t'nl'lll'l' marked j-, and I ::;at up 
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in b..:d to han~ a better look. 1 saw what appeared to he a small cloud of something like 

muslin. Th is gradually developed until I could make out what appeared to be a human 
form draped in white. A little after, this form began to move, and then glided throngh the 

doorway at the foot of my bed, and then seemed to lack s trength, for it glided back to the 

c)riginal corner. After a few seconds of inte rval, the form passed through the doorway again 

as before, and this time came right up to my bed, and seemed to be gazing at me through 

the mosquito curtains. J could see that it was the figure of n woman, tall and gracefu l, but 

n1though 1 tried hard I could not distinguish the features. The fee t were bnre, and so 

were the hands t\nd anus beyond the elbows, but there was a \'dl or what appeared to be 
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~uch O\'cr the figure's fa c..:, and, moreO\'er, the mosquito curtains added to the difllcu lty of 

my sL·(.' ing dis tinctly. The figure rested her hand on the tester of the bed, and when I :-tskcu 

if ~he knew me, she rapped three times with her lwnd. 1 then asked if it was my 

mnthcr, and again three rnps. The figure then seemed to tr.:y to come closer, nnd ~ ~ s though 

she \vislwd to lollch 111<..: through the curtains· this howc\'cr s he did not nwn~wc to do 1 I I t> I 

\ttll ::;II(· bc1ll llcr IH:atl s till lower, nml I heard distinctly the whis per, 1 God )Jiess .:you.' S he 

tl1e11 glided l>ack tu the curner ~he had started from, and gradunlly dbso lvcd or faded uut uf 

view. 1\ll this lime Eglinton lay perfectly sti ll on the bed, and so far as I could see, for I 

kept on glt\ncing towanls him, remained exactly as 1 have described when 1 Daisy' first cont rolled 

him. 1\s soon a~ the form had quite faded away 'Daby' called mtt '\\'ell, ~Ir. Mcugcns, 
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w!tnt cln _\'til l tltink or th :H f~tr a l't':ll old -l'tt."'llillllt'd gh··~t?. I \VIlli \\';ls il, " I >:ti~\' II! a~ k··d. 
1 

Yo11r mr,t lwr, 11r cour'-'e,' s l\1' :lllS\\'t·r,·d, '" hn else ,.,,uld it lw?' t11;1y add tlt:tl Ill\' m••tiJt ·r 

dit:rl wh,·n wa~ a rhild ~~r lin·"~' ..,j~. :md 11:-t\ing- 1111 portr:tit .. r hc·r h,·y,•nd :1 phc l··~t"tplt 
ta kt·t l f'r"m :lll old nil pai 11tin~ lwl"n~ing tn my f:ttiH r, it \\tlltld lw no •·:1~y m:ltlc'r t~•r lilt to 

itl<'ntify lwr, t'\'l' ll hr~d 1 ~ur•·e•·<ktl i11 srTi ng her f,·aturvc; :1~ di-.tinttly nc; ) c 11tlld 1!;1\'t· \\'i•·-11<'(1. 

i\ s her~ ring on tlli ~ nwnifc~t ;t tit) tt, I may rf·nwrk th;"tt wlw11 I wa~ :tl L:~b· Plr·:l'-'rl llt, in 1 ~X.:!, 

my motlwr g-an· Ill<' lllC"s:tg('s thrn11glt scn-r;, l tll<'dinlllt; tlwrc·, wh(l \\tTC..: '-'Lr:mg('J""\ tl) HH', to 

tlw cOiT t th at f' lw h.td s hll\\11 lwrsl 1r tc) Ill<' in Cak11tl:1, and ,,.,,tlld Y< t lind uppn1 t 11 nity 1,f 
cl .. in~ ~n ;,gain, s till mnn· ~llc'cc:.;,fllll.) ." 

\\'111 ll ~ lr . ~lr·II,!.!,"('Jl~ rl'lllllll'd to Engl:llld, l\ lr. l ·:~ li tllPII \\"('llt to I) ,," ralt <IS tlw gtlt'~t nf 

Cnlnnd r~nd ~~r~. (;nrdon, l't'IU:JIIIlllg w ith them duri11g tlw n· ... t <•f his st:~y in India. It 

wns jus t bc fol'l ' thi~ p('riod tll:~t Ln rd \Yilliam Be T( s rPnl lH'C:\IlH' illtc·n·st•·d Ill, a nd l'Oil\'(.'l'(cd 

to Spirittwlism. 1\lr~. Gorrlnn lllll s rc l;,tes what lc1ok plact· on <•tw occ:1sion :- '' ,\ pan· of ft,Jdi 11~ 
~lat ('~ were' hrC111ght h\' Lord \\.illi:1n1, \Yhn ol•t:linr ·d :111~\\'<T~ tc• <jlll'~tinn~ 1111 th<"il' inner 

s id,·s. i\ n:~mc II<' nskC'd for \\":1~ :~ I ""' \\'ri ttcn. T\\'<• ~lall'c.; \\'<.. rc tlwn tCikcn ;,nd \\':l.'~lwd hy 

the ~i ttt-rs nnd :1 bit nf JWnci l put hct\\'een them. Lord \ Villiam h< ·ld the s lCJt ('s nt one 

s ide, while l\lr. Eglinton held th em o n the other. \\'riling w:~s clistindly he:~rd, and in ;, few 

.seconds three raps dcnnt~d the compl..tion of the me~s:~gc, :1 11<l (lJl(' ~ l ate' \\';-t~ f•HJnd fn ll of :w 

:Hlmirahly written, <':l r('fully pun r ttJ:ltcd ('nmmtlnic·atinn, whic1t \\'o11ld h:l\"<' takc·11 any n1w !=;('\'•.:ral 

minutes to write·." 

.1\mong othC'r persons who \'isited 1\Ir. Eg l inton, may lw tnrn tioJH' cl I>r. \V;-ar<kn, the 

Hajah Kum:~r Singh, 1\Jr . .}11 s ticc Cu nningham, l\lr. Ju ~ ti n· T< ,t tc nh;tJ IJ , £\ Jr. l{('i ly, Cnpt:lin J\ndn \\'S, 

Lord nnd Lady L:-1\\Te llCC, Sir J) .. nald Stewart (•·omlnamler-in-c·ll i{'f (,f I Ju· l\l<Jj,· ... ty'"' forn·;;.; in 

India), :mel Capt:1i11 ;mel L:~cly Elizabeth Clough Tay lur. 

\\'hilc staying at llowrah l\lr. Eglinton rccci\'C'd :lll invitation tn p rnrt·t·d to l\latlms as 

the guest of Gc·ncral £\l org~ n, nftc r which it \\'ClS hi~ intention to go ()l\ to Simb, with :1 

\·icw to ent<:J ing upon the dutir ·s nf p1 j,·atc ~c·rrctary to :1 gen lh-llt:llt n.· .... id<·ttt there, \\'Itt• had 

oflcr('d him lh;tl position; lmt ltrgc nt tlnmL"stic ;d)~tir~ :1 l lli)JlH' dt crC"<·d otlwr\\'i~•'. n11cl l1e 

s;Jilc-d fnr Engbnd in ;\ pri l, 1 R~.:! . 

It w;,s cl11ring the yoyagc home tlwt r1 lctL<·r \\'as carried from l\I r. Eglint<,ll \\'hilt: at se:~ 

to !\Irs . Go rdo n ;'lt llow r:~h . Fur a full accvnnt of thi s in cidt:ll t, \\'hich h:~ ~, erroneously I l•l'licn:, 
h<'cn claimed hy Theosophists a~ runlinuing their \'if·\\'~, l mus t refer 111)' readers to •• Tht' <kndt 
\Vorld," by £\lr. 1\. P. Sinne-tt. 1 lllll'-'t he rr .c: imply c·ontent my~<:H' with putting on rccotd thl' 

maturer conclus ions or I\ I r. Eglin ton with rt·gard to tlw •( :~ppraranrc" on bonn! the 1 ·(~~~1. 1 It' 

now hclie\'eS the apparitinn to ha,·c h<'en a spon taneous materialis:1tion, of a somewhat \lllll~ua l 

orde1· of some one who called him self q Koot l Toomi." 
I 

\Vh ilc in lndia he had not :111 opportunit j' nf witnessing any genuine mediumship nmongsl 

th <: nati\'CS except in twn cases; in one of whic-h scl f-in f1irtcd wounds were rapidly h('a lc ·d, 

and nnnthcr in w hic h lost prope1 ty ,,·as rcco,·crcd through the agency of n fakir. The grcn\ ing 

nf palms, th(' well-kno\\'n lK1 sla.: t trick, the thrO\\ ing of a ring into a pnnd :lttd it ~ rcptllclnctinll, 

arc <1 ll fc<~ t s which no sccond-r:~tc cnnjurcr would C;t rr to in lroduc<' in London. I 1<- sa\\' nne 

of th e best men in India, :~nd :1lt1Jough he studied SC\'Cr:l l of his p<'rfonn:~nc<'s, th('y \\'C'I'I' nil 

o f a s imilar chara ct<' r and cxplninnblc hy nalur:~l mea ns. 



CHAP'TER XI II. 
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'&WJHJj~t413.~~ R. EG LJ NT ON arri vetl in London on th e 22ntl Apri l. The desire ht..: had 

long had to live apart from S pirit un lis m as a profession see med n ow to 

he on the point of being fulfilled. fl c e ntered into partnership with a 

gentleman in a publi shing fi r m, trading under the name of the Ro:;s Pub

li shing Company; but although exceeding ly prosperous, the erratic conduct of 

his partner drove him to a disso lution, in August, I 883, a g reat loser by 

the transnction. r n the meantime he ga ve occas ional non-professional .w:ances, some of the 

llnest I ,eing held at the rcsidc·ncc of his fri t..:nd, 1\1 r. Dawson Hogers, a t whose house, 1\'I r. Eglintnn 

writl's, "I fi rst had the pleasure of meeting that C!S timablc and remarka ble nH.:di11m , I\lrs . 
E\'t'ritt, wlw:;t· ~r(mcts for the d irect \'oi~..·e arc the best 1 h :we <..:\'t..:r known." After the d i:::.solu

tion ul' partncr::;hip he was so much broken down by constan t cares and worries that he 

dccidul to accom p:1ny his frk nd:::. Colond and l\1 rs. Lean on a vis it to Paris. T hey s tayed 

together in a j>t11sivn in the Boule\·ard Haussmann , a nd m their pleasant society he soon 

ret:O\"Cred hi~ usua l health. I It.: ga\·c one or two private st:ances to persons of distinct ion du ring 

his ~t.t) in Paris, notably to tht..: Pri nccs:-,c Lucien Buonap~ rte , 1\ladamc Olympc Odoua rd, I>r. 

Goyard, ancl others, w ith cxc<.:l len t succc!::l::;. The re turn to town occurred in December, 1883, 

after an al>sl'ncc of lh 1.! Pr ::-.ix week:::.. It becoming kn\)wn tl1 a t he was about to g i\'e pro

ft·ssinnal ."t'tlltCt'."i in Lundon again, not lta\· i11g done so, with but (Jilt: o r two exceptions, since 
I ~7~, ht· \\as tlnocled with reqttes ts fur si ttings, and o ne of the tir::; t \\'a:::. given at the rcs idcncT 

of 1\lt. !::);nn. \ \'ard- the 4
' 1Jnc1e Sam " uf .\merica n fa me, and uncle of d (· ,·cr F . Marion 

Cnt\\ ford, the ;ruthfJr of "1\ lr. l:.;aacs," l'l L'. 1t was nt his house that he flr.s t had the pk:nsLtre of 

nH.:ding 1\fr. Sinnett, tht..: E~trl of Dunr:n·cn, a nd others. So much ha:-; been said about the 
COlllH.:Ctluli or the l~uya l fam ily with Spirituali -:, m, tha t it may no t Lc out or pb ct h t..TC tu say, 
C11llr<.: rni11g lllv uwny l'Ontradictory rq)(>l ts asserting that 11.1~. 11. the latl. Duke of .\ lh:1ny to•Jk no 

intc n·~t in "l\1 r. Eglintr n' ... Spiritualism/' that th\.:rL· is in ~x i stt.: n cc a ll tter ul i1n i t~t tion from a 
\\'( · ll-1\lt~>\\' 11 Spilit11ali~t asl.;ing him t o d i nn~...·r to mcd 11.1 ~ .11., tl n1:-; ::.hP\\ing ht..: dul tcr kl' an 
i11 l ( t\'~l in i\fr. l·:gli11ton's mcditlln~hip. 

~\t a l:ltt-r P< ·ic•d auothcr "l'ontradit.:t it>n" from Si r I knry Pull ~(Jnl>y, thl' pri\·att.: :::.n-rda ry 

Clf th<.: Queen, \\'l·nt tht..: ruund of t he p.tper:::., \\'herc:u pon I wrote as fo llow::, to tlw fJa/1 ;l[a/1 

C.a~:dli, unL nf the journals in whkh the " deni al " appeared :- 11 In your i s5t lL' Df \ \'C'drws clay, 

the 25 th in~tan t , you cc,picd from the / lddmill· E; ,cnr'n$ } vurn(rl a letter pu rpurting to ha\'C 



hcl 'll \\"1 ittt-n by Sir II< nry Puns(lllhy, hl'r J\JajL<>ty'~ pri,·atc: ~u·1dary, as--cTtiltg th.tt 1 it j-.; w•t 

tr u~.: tl lal lilt IIICIUIH.~I'-i nf tlw lZt.\:11 Fantily an hclit\'l'IS in 1\lr. FglilllllJI'"" Spiritu:lli--m;' ;wd 

al':>u ~ ~ Idler from tin: J l<1n. J\ft:xaJHkr Ynt kt ·, \\ h11 \\a-; c·tptt rry t.1 tlw Lilt• I l1tk•· <ot' .\ lb:t tl), .-.l.ltin~ 
that the notoriuus l ~r:nnalt-lock douhll' sl:llc \I S('d by 1\Jr. Egli11ton \\"<"!..; 1111t gj,,., 1 t11 hitn hy his 

H.oyal J lighlles:s. 1\s to both till'~<.: ldtl'r~, knc.)\\'ing what J do, I can un ly d• ·..;crihl' th, 111 as 

cxc.Tcding ly diploma tic. \\ 'ill Sir 1 k11ry Pc)ll SOnby, k·:l.\'lllg out the quaWicatinn of 1 I\ I r. Egli 11 tn11 's 

Spiritualism ·-- \\'h:tk\'L'I' that lila)' be- plainly a'3c.;crt that llOliL' or tlw llll 'lllbt-r:-; llr tlw ){n\ al 

Fa tnily ha\'c t \'e r atkndcd Spi ritu<l lt ~ tic sctlllc't'S, nr thal tlwy ha\'<' tH•t ;11 rh ··d at a ~>··lief i11 

the.: po~s i bi li ty of t.:Oilllllllflil'<ltion \\ itb tlw un sc·t 11 \\'orld? 1\nd \\ill tlH' l inn .• \I( xnud•·l York" 

kindly inform your t-cacll'rs \\'IFJ it rtally was \\·ho pr<'c.entcd the Bra\ll :lh-ltwk slak to I\rr. 

Eglinto11? I happen tc 1 he a\\'arc that he (I\It Yvtke ) know:;, :1nd it \\'Ould Lc.: int• n ..... ting if 
he wuuhl Ot ingenuous enough to slate the.: fact. I Je (n\tld do so \\'ithout any hreat:h 1Jf ··nuli

dencc.' ' rhc~e questions lla\'l' Ill \'t;r UL(.' Il Cl llS\\'l'rcd, a lthough C~li"L wa..; takt·n ln Sl nd copi··s (If 

the p:~.pcr l<1 those conct·rned. F urthc.:1·, I lc(l rncd that the original statcnw11t \\'hit:h dn·\\' forth 

S ir llcnry Po11 sonby' s letter, says nothing abou t l\Ir. Eglinton's Spirituali!'-.111, it1 fact d()t s 

not mention his name, so that the den ial, if gL'Illltnc, looks n.'l)' like an c,·nsivn of the (1uestinn. 

Readers \\' ill draw their own cundu~ ions. ~Jr. 1\lcxamkr Yorlw, ruay ll<'n IIH·nti••n, hac; 

attc:mlt:d <1 lnrg1" JHIIHher (Jf f'<:Cllltt':.;, wilh I\fr. Egli nton. 

I\l r. 1·:. l >awson I~ ogcrs h:1s ki ndly s upplied me \\'itlt an :tccnlln t of a prh·:~tc.: si tting with 

~Jr. Eglinton, c:1 rly in t RSJ, :~t the timv when h· was ('llf.!.:lg<·tl in C<.•lllll t l'rt'i:~ l Jltlt uit~. 
1

' 1\ $6wt:c w:~s hdd a t my n-c; idc!w<·, 1\Psc \ . ilia , Clmn·h End, FincftJ,·y, N., 1111 the r'n. ning 

of the t..j.th of J anuary, l hc cirdc cons i ~t ing of my \\'if•·, l\\'<.) s••ll", l\\o daughkl"', ami 1\l)sdf: 

with 1\ l r. Eglinto1 1 as medium. \\' l' ~.It in the dark and had long cnll\'t·rs~ ltictt)-; \\ itlt ~pi1 it"i, 

who c;pokc \\'ill! t he direct Yoict:. In the <'Oll l sc of tltc slltlllg 1111<.: of lht·m a:-;kcd: • ll a\'L' 

you an.)' pri\atc note-paper with prin tt-J heading?' I rcpli <"d that he ,,·nuld lind '-'OIIH' in tl1<· 

Davcnpml. lullm:diatdy aftt.T\\'ards \n· lu:a rd !::-C \ «.:raJ :;trong p11lls :1t n Side d1 a\\'l'l' ill the I ).,,·en

port. This dr<1wcr g(JcS w·ry sti flly, and \\'l' knew exact ly \\hat wnc; l>c·ing dt~IH' hy th<· nni~c 

ma~k by the drawer in bc·ing pnllcd 1111l. The spirit had, itl fad, g•lllt' l11 til•· p:utit·ttlar 

Jr:nvc.r ill \\'liil'h 111 .)' s tork of ttnle-p:qwr ts kq ll. Some qllires wen· at IIIH'•· thro\\ 11 1111 tlte 

tauk, and was imntcd iatcly- that is, \\'i thin l\\'1) m· tltrL·t: sc·c'Pild~-n·qut·stc-d l>y tht.: 

voice to light '' p. I 1:1 ,·ing dom: so, we found on a Jllecc o f the paper a Jnc·s..;~lgc of 

about eighty Wl)rds, weB and dist i11 <..t ly \\'riltcll in pcnei l. 1\ s soon ~s this h:HI I•L't·n t eat! ] 

put out the light agaill , and lwd scarccly done so wh<:n light wa-; <JIILc mcrrc ··all.·d fur. .\.s 

n e~rly as I can judge, not nwrc than thrl't' second s had dal'scd; b11t in that span· of time 

:~. pcnri l s kt:tch (of which Fig. I 2 IS a farsimill') had been executed un anoth<. r :-.hl'd of 

· t t " l l •r .,.,, .. \ '01·<.··· to1· 1 us tl wt the sketch might be taken as n ~r'JH:ral • 1"<-' Jlrc-my pn \'a l' no e-p .. c.: • .... .... u ._, 

settlatinn,' though not exactly a lik enc<;c;, uf my d:lllghter Kathlc.:cn, "11(1 ltas now been al.>nut 

ten years in the other lirt·. 1 s hould c~d d that I\1 r. Eglin ton sat bel\\'cc·n mysl'lf and my \\'if!.·, 

nml \\C know that he did nol n w,·v from his Sl·at durillg the :.'((rJ/Cr'.'' 

.L\nutlwr IH..: ll'wurthy accounl (1f a ..,,.(lila frolll lhc ~:~me pen is the folio\\ ing :-

' 1 ( )n tltc t Jl h of .1\larch, I SS3, I attl'ndu l a ~...,!'·ann· hdd at the i1 1 >LI ~l' of I\lt. 1{. 1\ :arc..:, 

Holder's Jl ill, l lendnn. The circle comprised I\Jr. a nd 1\lr:-;. Pcarcl', 1\J r. ;t11<l 1\lrs. T. E\'(·r ilt, 

.1\I r. Frank En:ritt, my wife-, a nd my:-.clf; an d .1\lr. Eglintvn a~ th~ ltwtliutJI. \V,· \\'t · r~ sitti ng 
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in a rocJm well lighted by a gas chandelier, which hung directly over the table, when I\1 r. 

Eglinton asked that a piece of pap<.: r shou iJ be initialled by members of the circk a nd pl:1ccJ 

in a boo!.:. l\1 r. Pcnrcc accordingly produced some note-paper, which w:1s initialled at the 

four cortH.:r::; by l\ Ir. Everitt, Mr. Pearce, and myself- while I also wrote my initials and the 

date of the s itting at the bnck. This piece of pape r I, at l\Tr. Eglinton's reques t, placed in side 

a !wok, which I 1aitl befure me on the table, with my left hand upun it. ~lr. Eglintun put 

---
----- -----

Fu~. 1 z.-A Direct. Drawing. 

hb hand upon llltlle for a lt_·w sc..:cnnds a nd the n n.:qucstcu me to open the uouk. I llid :-;o and 

founJ that the nutt:-papL·r had di::;appcarcd, and in its place was the address ca nl of one ur my 
Llaughtt-rs. 011 one side of the card was written the foll•ndng message :-1 I a 111 lftl.:ing care of 

l ·)·(wl.·, lu zl'lmm I :3otd JJ~J' rt~f.;ard...;. /)on't bt• anrriJIIs.' 'Frank' W:lS the name uf one of lH)' :-;uns~ 
\\·lw wa:; at home ill. \ \'c were not then a ware how serious hi~ illllc:;s was. l Ic depa rted 

thi:::. 1ife three tlays aftt rwan l ~. < )n the other sid e \\':IS the full uwing llle!>sagc purporti11g tu be 

frum a dear frietHI (a Gcnuan), whu elltt.:n.:d the ::;pirit-worlJ in 1 ~74, and fru m wlwm we hav<.: 
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had \"L ry 111any comlllllt.i~·aliuns sincL' :-' !Jt~·/1(r Fn·u11d, -liir dt'JJ .lugl'llb!t'd· !nit tch mdll lltl 

Stand( dn au.~ji'irlthiit :u sdtrobcn, aver Tth i(.Jt rr!t· ('·' in A.·ur:c· !hun. j], haltc I Jir .:..:lift• . .;; JJ,.r:; lliJ•I, 

mit Dn'i,o;sc an aile, ;•,rMo'/Jl' dc•Jil lrnrr h'. F.' L:tter in the L'\'L!Ilino· \\'hile c:.ittill'r ill tlw thr'· 
~~ - • .., .. t\ 

and rcn·iri11g commuJticatiuns from 1\J J'. Eglinlon':s !'pirit-attcndnnt~ by the din:ct \'nice, thc·_y 

tuld u ~ that lht.:y had fdchcd the card 011 which tht: written mcss;-~gcs lmd been ~h·t:n, from 

Ill.}' ho11se (about a mil t.: di!:)ta11t); and as to the initialled JlOtl.:-papet which IJ.td di'i.lppe:ll <:tl 
they informed us that it was in thei r possession, that they had taken tt for a special purpos<:, 
and that it woul<.l b~: returned on some future occasion at IllY own residence. 

u On the e\'cning of th e JOll t February, 1 SS.t, elc\·en month~ ~ftcrwanls, i\I1 l·.glintl'll pai,l 
me a \'isit at my house in Church End, Finchley, and we had a sitting in the L'h:ning-th~ 
cin.:k culllp rising (in addition to I\lr. Eglintou), 1\lr. (l lld l\I rs. R. Pearce, my wik· and mysdf, 

and my son and two daughters. It wns a dark s(·(uTcc, ~ l r. Eglittton sitting-not isolate· I from 
tl1e circle-but with us at t lte table betwee n my wife and myself. l3cfure thL light was put 

out 1 had laid some paper atHl a pencil on the table, in case they might be Ill dcd. \Ve had 

tlte usual manifesta tions uf lig hts and raps, and touches by nw.terialised hn1tds; and ::,om<' pk·asant 

conversat ion with I\T r. Eg1inton's ~pirit friends, in the dir<.:c t \'OJce. Suddenly, while al l th~..:sc 

Wl·re guing on, w<.: ltc.:ard a noise as of the ru st ling of papt.: r in the air, and a osonnd like that 

of writi11g. The paper fell bctw<.:L:Jl 111y wife ami my son, aml we were at once directed by 

the ' voice ' to ligh t up. \Ve did so-and then, to our su rprise, \Vl! found that none of the papt:r 

which had bL'<.: n placed on the table before the se(mce commenct·tl had been w:;cd, but that the 

wri ting had been done on the initialled piece of note-paper which hnd di~appcarc.:d cle\'cn months 

before, alld which \\'<15 now retur11ed ln us, as clean, smoot h, and uncrumpled ns w!tt:n placed 

ht..:lwecn th t: k a\'es of the book hdd by my own hand. The message written \\'as as follows:

' IVe hm!c bt•cn asl.·ed to i.Pni£' this message fur ) 'Our sun: "Dear Fatlzl'r,-Un(\' a '"'ord Wlllt 

rlilficulty-bnt a gn•at deal just 1WU1• Tal..·c comfort t'n tlu: fact that 1 shall suon lJc able to u.•nh· 

JJl)•self. LOi.'£.' to all, from )'tJf/1" ( ~/](·c:ti'onate son, I·~ R og;('}·s."' I ll a\·c..: only to add that the..: tex t of 
the mes::,age was \\'rilte n iu a g-ood bold h.unl, which I tlo 11ot recogni~~..;; but it is n·t tainly 

not 1\Jr. Eglinto 11 's, being as unlike lt i~ ;-~s could possi bly ht.! in1ag it1 t.:t.l. Uut thv sig11ature, 'F. 

Rogers ,' is equa lly lllllike tl1c writin~ of lhl· rest of tlw message, ami is h(\'Oild 11 dou!Jt thai of 

my son, who dt.:partcd this life, ns I h:-.ve said, three dn_ys after the paper <II iginally dis;lppt·nred, 

viz., on the 16th of ~larch, 1883. No one who knew his writing could hesitate for a moment 

to dt.:clare that the sig nature W;)S most certainly his. " 

l\1 uch wns being said a t this time nbout the so-called "thouglil-rl'ading" ur ~lr. ln·i ng 

Bishop, a nd believing his performances in Li vt.: rpool anJ elsewhere not to be g<·nuim:, Mr. Eglin

lon chall t.:nged him in the foll owing terms:-" r will place in the hands of thL' P~ychical Soci<.:ty 

the sum of £ ro, nnd that Society shall choose a committee of six of its mcnaber~, to mark nnd 

hide a pin in a manner !-;imilar to that adopted l•y i\ lr. I.adyman. Bishop shall allo\\' himself 

the like cond itions ur being hlindfuldetl and :1 coppcr \\'ire; rtnd if IH I under thl'SC l'ircumst:tllCLS, 

will guide <111)' OIIL: uf the s ix ge11tlnncn to the spot whcrc the pin is hidden, I will forfeit the 
sum abo\·e-namcd, antl will publ ish the result in the newspaper~. Should the P:-.ychical Sodct) 

and 1\fr. lJishop cons< 11t tu this, a !Hl the latter succc<.:d, he \\'ill at ont:e sec the i111pu1tan··c it 

wiJI gire him in ha\'i11g hce11 succt.:ss ful with a connnitlce of scicntilit- gcntl<.:nwn, whose lt'stilllCJny 

tto one \\'ill douL t, besides ha\'ing clearly <.lcmonstrateu tha t /u~ pow<.:r of tltought-n:ading h ::~s stuod 
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tire calm and ddi berate test of a hotly of men who have already satis fi ed the mselves o f the 

exisknce o f stu.: h a pow<.: r." This cha lle nge was ne ver accepted. 

In J am wry, 1884, Mr. Eglinton again came forwtlrd a s a professional medium. lt really 

seemed as though c\'ery effort on h is part to disengage himself fro m public life was d oomed to 

fai lure. 111 spite of h imse]f, he has been over tlnd ove r again fo rced out o f private life, and his 

\\'OtH.krful g ifts placed a t the service of his fello w-me n. \Vho will dare to say that the re is no t an 

unsL·cn gu id ing hand in this? At all events, it would be difficult to ga uge the value his medium

ship has been t" Spirit ua lism, especia lly d ur ing the las t pe riod of his pro fessiona l career; and his 

s uccess s1ncc J anuary, 1884, can be rega rdeJ a s little less tlw u phenome nal. 

I lt: took up hi s rts iden(e a t 12 , O ld Q uebec Street, Vv., and was vis ited Ly the lc;H.ling 

cdcbritie!:> uf the day, incl uding some of the highest person<~ges in the la nd. l\f r . Charles Black

burn, a lways to the fo re in his care fur, a nd appreciation of genuine mediums , presented him 
with e1 test cabinet, the fu1lowing being a description of a s/auce at which it was used. lt was 

of inch-th ick mahogany a nd exactly the s hape of a bath cha ir without wheels ; ins tead o f a glass 

window front, it had, fo r ve ntilation, copper wire ne tting, with meshes of about one inch. This 

'"'' in~ was stn.: tcheJ fru m head to foot. The cabinet contained a sea t for one pe rson only ins ide, 

the lung wire door being fina lly fa !:>tened outs ide with a Chubb's padlock, o r by a ny Jock which 

the sceptic m ight c hoose to br ing . 1t w as the n put togethe r, a nd the medium e nte red and sat 

clown. T he wire door w:1s s hut, fas te ned with a Chubb's padlock - brought l>y l\Jr. Bl«ck

l>urn fur the purpose - a nd both keys we re reta ined until the st!anc:e was over, whe n a ll saw 

the lock unfas tenco, a nd l\'!J . Eglinton let out, everything being in as perfect o rder a s whe n 

he e ntered. The cabin e t wa s s hut oo· fro m the circle o f s itte rb by t\VO large, thick Cllrtains, so 

as to secu re darkness round the cabinet during "fonr. manifesta tions," but the company had 

abuu t one-fifth of a fu ll jt:t of ga::;, and a ll S«W fi ve materiali~ed furms a t separate intcrva1s opc..:n 

the curtains, a nd com\.: boldly u p to the investigators. Whil!:it all could hear the medium groaning 

in the cctbint:t, "Abd-n-la h," <t dark-faceJ fi gun: w ith o ne a rm, came, and, in Orie ntal fashion, 

often sa la~mH.:d. " Ernest," wi th SC\'eral o thers, induding a lady, a lso a ppeare d. 

After e m ploying thi :s cabinet for some ti111e, its use was discontinued because some of the 

be:st and tno5t cunclusivc results take place whe n the medium is free anu unfette red. This will 
he clearly !Seen when I come to deal with ap pa ritions formed with the medium in full vie w. 

As 1 have said, the year I ~84 ma rked a ne w e ra in the his tory of Spiritualis m. S ounder 

methods uf in\'estigation wen.: gradually obta ining, and ·a more sympa thetic a nd apprt:c ia tive 

attitud~ was adopted towards sensit ives. 1\'1 r. Egli n to n contri buted no t a little to this e nd by 

his souuJ judgmc11t with regan} to t he phenomena best suited fo r presenta tion to inquire rs . After 

due consideration and con!:itt hation with his in vis ible co-workers, he Jecided tha t fo r tile most 

par t p~ychugraphy, ur the production of writ ing l>y oth e r than nor111al lllea ns , was Ly fm· the bc5 t 

phas~ of spiritual phenomell:l to presen t to neophytes ; a nd he was undoubted ly right, the 

con<.litiun~ being so open anti satisfactory, and the resu lts more easily obtaina ble a nJ less 

exhausting than is the c'1se with m:1ny ut her p hases o f the phenomena . A t a ny ra te, his 

slmu:cs rt'l'eived rct:>pectful a11J ma rked :1 t tentiun a t the hanJ s o f most di t:> tinguis lwd per~un s, anJ 

CO IWt:l t after convert c..:minen t in a ll ranks o f life was made. 

As p~ydwgraph y from tl1is t ime has formed the special feature uf 1\l r . Eglin ton 's nKd iums hip, 

th b 5et:lllS a lltting vlace tu descri b<.: the gem.: ntl cunditiu m; undt:r \\t hidt it i::; ubta il t<:U. TIJiS lh 



th e mnn~ nccess:llj' as lll :tll.)' pcr~ons ha\·c strang-t' a nd cnllfll..;cd itlt·a:-. as Lq the fll:llllwr in which 

s6mrts an· conducted, thdr ro nr.<"'p ti nn of wlwt t:-tl.-.~s pl:l<'t' being, if a nythin g, t ,-,·n 111nrc· h:1zy 
a nd f,i-:arn·. Cons ideri ng, hn\\'('\'ct·, tltc long prn·all'll<'<: nf mi..;rc · prc~cntation (If tlw r.;u h,i•·ct by 

interested persons, :1m! tlw gnt<·somc nnd garbled picturl's dr;l\\'ll fj •r :1 tno conllcli11g puldir hy 

would-be critics, this s tate of mind i s h:1rdly s11rprising. In •'ndPa\'ll llrillg to c:\post• Spi 1 itualis m, 

these writ('rs :llHl se lf-constituted aulhorili<·s have ex posed, as l sh:ll l sltow, nothing 111orc- th:.n 

tlwir 0 \\' 11 ignor:IJH't' of a subject which, of all others, requires c:-~rc ful nnd pnlicnl handling. 

And c\'en honl's t :md earnest tnJth-s<·rkcrs ha,·e Snll i<..:timcc:; vaguf" and crroneouc:; idras as to how, 

A 
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or unde r wha t conditi ) ll S, the phe nome na arc presented for obser vation. On IJ(llh th<...st." ground~, 

there fo re, a plain wattc r-o f-fac t c~plan at ion of tilt.: modus operamh of spiritua l scanas 111ay uc 

servicca blc :-ts well as interesting. 

One of the most slriki11g cktrac tcristics of this a bnorm al writing is its production, in 111nny 

insta nces, withi n n closed space, access to wltirh by ordinary JJIC:lllS is prcdu<k-d: as, lew cx.1 mplt', 

between two s lates, exact ly paired, lltting :1ccn ra tdy on(' on lhL' to p uf the olh( r, and 

sccurcJ in pnsition by cord tied in one or nwtc directions round their outLr su1 fnces. Or, it 

may be obtain ed when the slate or p:1pcr h as been put liiH.ler lock and key, or betwn.·n two 

book-sb tcs l•)ckcd toget her, a nd in a \'aricty of o ther \\"ll)' S . 
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The room Ill \\ llich the s/anrcs take place in no respect diflers from ;m ordinary apartme nt, 

nor do~~ it contain any fLaturc upon which a n argume nt agai nst the rea lity of the phC' nomena 

con]d possihlj J,e based. Any room will do : indeed, ma ny of l\ l r . Eg li nton's hcst resu lts 

h;n·c lwcn ohtaiJH·d in the pri \·a tc houses of in \'cst igators. A s, hm \'c\·c r, a la rge 1H1mher of the 

s it tings to b<.: herca ft <.:r dt·scri bcd , t(•Ok place ;t t 1 ~ , O ld Quchec S treet, I wi JI describe the 

chambers tKCllpin l J,y 1\l r. Eglin ton at that <lddrcss. The apartment fo rmed the inner or a Sllite 
of two drawing-nHtms such as arc m d with in scores o f Lon<.lon hou s('S, Fig. 13 is a g rmmd 

plan of these rnoms. As I ha\'C said, Mr Eg linton has been as successfu l a t the reside nces 

of in\'est igator:, as a t h is own rooms. T he p rac tice of conducting thcsl' expe riments a t a tab le 

is olH'ious]y adopted for convenience..: a nd comfort , and is no t fo r a ny reason connert rd with the 

production of tlw \\'ri ti ng. Psychography has been oLtaincd (and is, thetc fore, o bta inable) in a1most 

. ' . ' 
\ ' 
' ' 
\' ·,.. 
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F1< .. l.J. TaLlt• lbccl l1y l\1 r. Eglin tun, aml ~l oJc oC J lo lJill g the ~late for S imple l:xperimc11b. 

any position in which the n1l dimn can be p laced- whi le s tanding isola ted in the cent re of a 

room, or while s itt ing on the floor. I s hould not ha ,·e men tioned this point hut (()r tlw fal' l th ll l 

some pc1·sons f:uwy l hc..: t able ha~ something to <lo with th e matte r. Tha t is not the t·a~c..:: the 

use of a table is by no means abso]utdy necessa ry. 

The table u~ui by Mr. Egli n ton is shown in Fig. I..J.. It is what 1s techn ically known 

as a "Pembroke "-a rather old- fnsh ioned ma ke, Lut one whir h many will rccognbe as a 

·,·ery common t\\'o-flap table, the.: fl ap being s upported, when ra ised, by woode n r rGss bars fi xed 

in a ph·utal screw. Any table, will , howc:\'er , sen·c equa lly well, but a card table is p <:rhaps 

hettcr than ;tny, as there ;trt: nc, ob~tarlcs, snLh :ts cross-bars, in t he way to prcn:nt the s la te 

from being pn·s~( c1 llat (lgainst tl1<. undcr-surf.1cc of the talJit:, hy the li ngers and thu mbs as s ilo\\'n 
111 Figs. 14 and 15. 

In Fig. 16 the posit ion of the table in fro n t o f the mirror is s llo\\'n ( see also Fig. 17). A t 



ros 

this the izl\t.:stigato1:5 take thei r Sl'nts. T ht•St', gl'lll'r:d ly, arc t\\'n 111 11t1111hct, but Dll ran: ••l'l'il

s ions three persons arc presl'nt, in addition to the medium. 1\T r. Eglint•)n usu.dly ...;ih at 1, :-tnd, 

in th\' r<.: pr\'St'l ltntin." ,.;/,me,· . .:; I 11:1\'C' no\\' c:spn:inlly in mind, my frit-n·l~ sat nt / :tnd It and I :1t . . 
K· By comp<1 ri11g F igs. 13 and rG t hcge posit ion"> will be rcndi ly under~tood. 

As to the light, the~c> s('(m cts arc held ei ther in Lroad day, lam p, or gas light ; nc\'<:r in the 

dark n or in a dim lig ht. Nothing cnuld be more snti:;f.1.ctory that! the cqnditions for perfect 

obse:r\'ation in thi s respect. 

The slates used nrc common school s lates, selected in 5;izc, so thn t one will pnir cxnctly with 

a ny o thcr. These a n: ei the r ta ken from a s t0ck kept hy the mctlium, who buys thc·m hy th<" gro:;~ ; 

or, ns is frequently tlw case, the !-' ittcr tnke~ h is () \\'11. Dank s lntt·s, or thusc· fitt<"d \\'ith lnck atH1 

key, ca n nlso be used. 

Tho~e present ta ke· the ir scnts nt the table ns indicated, l\1 r. Eglin ton "itting nt r. ,~\ 

s late IS taken by one of the company, cleaned, a nd a piece of pencil-a mere crumb, 

nbou t one -s ix teenth to three-sixteenths o f a n inch ]o ng t which is usunlly <'tit fresh from a 

s tick, a nd marked so as to prove th<'lt th:1 t identical piece actually produces the \\'riting-placcd 

upon it. The medium then tnkes the s la te, and nt once places it in position at the corner of the 

tnbk between c and f (Fig. r 3), keeping it there by pressi ng tlw under surface of the slate 

with hi s lingers , and the ta ble to p with his thu mb. F igs. 14 and I 5 further ill ustrate this 

position. It will be seen that n closed spnc<: is thus formed between tlw ~lnte nnd the 

tnLl c>, in which it wou ld not be possible to wrill~ hy ordinary nw.1ns. \V hc11 tlms ready, orw of 

the comp:llly is tlcsircd to a s k som e fJ ttest io n of tlte " force," 41 in lcllig<:nce," or '
4 

..;pirit ''-or 

wha te \'c r name the inquire r may gi \ 'C to the ngency producing these phenomena. The most 

frequent inquiry has regard to the p resence of personal fr iends who hnw· pas~cd awny. Suppo~ing 
tllis has bc~..: n put, nlmo~ t immediately the sou nd of wri ting is hC'nnl : the completion of the 

L.J 
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an~wer i::; signi fied by three t~tps wi th the pencil on the s late ; the latte r is brought tu the 

top of the table, and n pertinent answ<:r to the question is a lways found written un the s~de 

of the s late which h as be<:n neares t the unde r surface of the t~b le. No movement by whtch 

it could have bee n produced has been detected on the pa rt of the medium. The result ts 

d " h · t · ad in the course of probab)y puzzling, and a second and third an .ourt exper~men 1s 1~1~ e, 

which internal c\'idence of the identity of the agency at work ts often gamed. 

\ Vhnt may Le termed the more crucial tests a s to the reality of this phenomenon hnve 

been very common with IVIr. Eg1inton. The simple phenome na when seen are pe rfect ly 

satis factory, and by mean3 of these alone, an inquirer can learn a great dea) with regard to 

the subject. The so-called crucial tests, however, are more satisfactory to those who are 

' .,1 J •• 

I· w. 16.- !\Jcthod of obta ini ng· \\' riling between t\vo :51ates hcltl ovc t· the Tabk. 

obliged to ckpe nd upon the testimo ny of ot hers, inasmuch as they show tha t every 

precaution human ingenuity can devise has been ex hausted be fore ordinary expla na tions are 
nbandon<:d fo r nlmurma] ones. 

One of the most frequent of these tests is represen ted in Fig. 16, where the s lates, 

placed face to face, are he ld over the table in full view of all present, the writing be ing 

produced while so held. Thi s e ngraving is an exact representation of what took place at a 

sc!uu:e at which l was pre3ent. Two s lates, e xact pairs, fitting accurately whe n placed one on 

top of the other, were cleaned and securely tied in transverse directions, a crumb of s late 

pencil h aving been placed between the two enclosed surfaces. They n ever le ft the s ight of 

the three witnesses the whole time. Held by l\1r. Egiinton at e, and the s itter at f (Figs. 

13 and 1 G) , oz•cr the table, the sound of writing between the two slates was heard, ending in 



JOi 

less th:111 half a mimttc· with the ustt, ... l st'gn, ... l of coJll l>lltJ'oll. ' l 'l l t " u 1c s a cs \\ere cut a p;u t, and 

on the inner SUI face of one of the slates was found a message con taining one hund1 u l and 
thirty \rorus. 

At anothe r time the slates, prepared as aforesaid, were held o\·er the htad of the s itter 

at f (Figs. 13 and I 7). I was si tting at g, and another friend at h. The person sitting at 

;: though unal.>lc to sec, in the usual manner, the actions of the med ium, was, howc\'cr, 

enabled to ado his ll:stimony to that of the other sitters, inasmuch· as he saw e\·cry 

mo\'ement reflected in the mi rror in front of him. 

Fu;, 17.-!\lt tltoll of 0htain ing \Vriti11r. whc:n thC' Sl:-at< s arc tin! r111d hdd ow·r llw l kat! of nnl' nf llH Sittns. 

The actual production of the wri tin~ without \'isible agency has aJ .;;.o ht:en wilncssLd. 

An ordinary tumbler was iJn-crtcd on a slate \\'ith a crumb of pendl underneath it, and 

placed in posit ion at the corner of the table, as shown in Fig. 18. The sound of writing 

being heard, permission was asked to look under the table. This \\'as gi,·cn, and the 

pencil was seen tracing a portion of the writing, modng from ~ide to side without any 

visible caus<'. 
u Bu t," say!=> one, '' it is ;-tS clear as daylight that the writing ha" hccn prcparrd hy c;omc 

chemical means, and that the ciL:ming of the ~lates lwfon h;md \\'tlh a damp spongt' is allowed 

only as a bHml." l\ly ans\\'er is, that although this assertion might h( urged again!--l a 

very few of the C'~ p('rinwnts now being nHuiL·, day afkr day, by intc1ligu1l and t·c.luc~lh.:d 
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peopl<.:, yt:t in the vasl majority of instances such a theory IS utte rly unte nable. \Vhy ? 
Beca use-

r. In some cases the slates h ave been washed with ail known re-agents for making 

writing with invi s ible inks \'isible. 

:!. The writing is generaHy d one with s la te pencil, and no me thod is known to 

science whereby the marks o f s late pe ncil can be invi s ibly transferred to a slate 

and afterwards made visible. 

3. On many occasions the slates used have never been 111 the possessiOn o f the 

111ed iu m1 a nd have not bee n touched by him until, the seance having commence d, · 

and the s lates ha vi ng been cleaned and tied together, they a re put in position for 

the production of the writing . 

..J. The \Vritiug oftentimes takes the form of answers to impromptu questions, on topics 

which could not p ussibly have been thought o f before hand. Arbitrary s igns and 

symbol5, words and sente nces m English and foreign languages, thought of on 

the s pur of th e momen t1 have bee n immediately re prod uced. 

f'11 ;. 18. Obtainin~(-;\Vritmg under an ln v~.:rlcd Tumbler. 

5· T lw ~ounJ of writing 1s invariably heard, a nd the facet of the lK·ncil is found to 

be worn down nftcr the experime nt is complete . 

G. Two , thrl'e, o r more pieces of different ly coloured crayons have been inserteJ l>dwe<..:n 

the s l ;~te::>, and u nl_y when a ll was ready has the colour to be used been sdccted . 

The writi11g has hce 11 done forthwith, a nd has iu varbbly been found executed in the 
colo11 r c.host:Jl. 

I r it be assl:rted that the llleJium in SOtn l.! way prot.luces thl: writing wit h his fin gers , 

1 can nnly answer that tlw facts of tbe case are utterly opposed to this assumption . Even 

supposing, for the sake of argument, that h e could e lude the vigi lance of two, three, o r 
more pairs of eyes, this would be improbable. 

11 

But," 1 am told, 
11 

conjurers produce results seemingly as re markable by sldght of 

ha11d." I lllll!')t de ny th is p<Jin t blank ; the conditions are by no mean s the same. A 

conju rer would not a llow the investigato r to bring his own s la tes, o r to secure them, nor 

wou ld he a ll t•W such clost: proximity to h imself. Further, he woulcl no t be a ble to 

reproduce, under the same conditi ons, auy s ign or word suggcsted after a ll the pn:par<ttious 
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were l omplde ; and last, hut not least, he could not, hy a trick, cause \\'l'lllllg to he 

executed under the same CO IH.li tions, \\'hiclt shou ld be , as is often the case "1th ~ ~ r. Eglinlqn 

and other med iums , an exact jarsz'mill' nf the 11 hand " writll'n hy somt· rril'nd nr rcl:ltin! 

who has long since passed through the portals of the gr;wc, and of whose 'cry name a11d 

ex istence the nwclium is unaware. 

been gi\'Cil quite unknown to any 

\ Vhat conjurer could do this ? 

I know of many instances in which dates a nd 11amec; han.: 

p t.T SOll present, but which ha \'C aftcr\\'ards lwt·n \'eri fkd. 

J\n0ther valid reason agains t the writing being a mere trick is the fact of itc; extremely 

rapid pn>duction, the s peed ,·arying from t hrcc to six ti mcs the rate :1t wh iL h tilt· quickest 

penman can write. The limit obt:1inable under ordinary ci rcum st;-Jnces is Corty words per 

minute ; the average being thirty \Vord s. Psychography far exceeds this. I ha,·c· 1)l'rsnnally 

known, more than once, t\\'o hund red and eighty-eight words per minutt! tn han: bl!cll 

\\Tittcn, "hilc there arc instances n11 record \\'here cn:n thi~ remarkable c;p,·cd ha:-; hl.'cn 

exceeded. 
Such an: the general featllrcs or a psychographic St'~lli(C. ll ow rar they rnnfl)nll lo the 

truth ca n bt.: learned by any pt.:rson choosing to take the necessary trouble tj • \'erif,) my 

facts ; how far they di\'erge from the supposed loose: a nd credulous method of in\'cstigation 

usually attributed to Spir.itualists Ly some men of science can be readily ~t.'L:I J. I have 

o nly touched on general conditions, but tlten! rrre others 'i.v!n'dz /t ,:, qut'h· a . .; JJr..'tr•ssaJy !Ita 

in'l'Cstigator ltimsrlj should o/Jst'rt'r. 1\mongst these arc a fcarlt:s s , candid love of truth wlwrc,·cr 

it may lend, an openness to con\'iction, :liHI a spirit of inquiry which \\'ill admit that, 

howe\'er much is already known of the laws of Natun·, there Jilt~~· be ot her-; yd to be 

u n ra \'e J I cd. 
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GEA'ERfLL TESTIA!ONY TO PS}'CFJOGRAPf!Y. 

SHALL now concern myself fur the mos t part in dealing with the eviut:nce on 

record for the reality of Psychography. This is abundant, both as regards 

quantity and quality, and, take n en bloc, forms a difficult nnt for the sceptic 

to crack. I shall leave the reader to decide whethe r it 1s probable that 

all my witnesses are deceived or <ieceivers, or whether it is more credible 

that in these matters they have used the same common sense which 

ot herwi se regulates their daily lives, anJ that they record the fact s just as they occurn.!<.f. 

The first case I s ha ll quote is narrated Ly l\lr. A. I I. Louis, barris ter-at-law :- " A 

bla11k card being placl:d bctwu.: n t\Hl ~lates wa~ held by l\lr. Eglinto n and mysel f, a crumb o f 

lead penci l being placed with thl: card. After a lapse of, certainly not more than half a 

minute, we found that the card was inscribed with matter of the utmost significance to me 

relating to the most important part of what 1 mus t call the work of my life, as I s ha ll 

hereafter take an opportunity to show. On the top part of the ca rd was a roughly drawn 

map of the American and European c<mtinents, \'t·ith a cross surmounting a small sphere. On 

the lower part was Hgurccl two isoscdes triangles; these triangll:s were fi lled with minute 

writing, too minute for deciphering; a few won.lst however, could be read, from w hich the 

1mrport of the whole coutu uc gathereu, that purport being, that a sign was there intendeu to 

be given of mystical import, having reference to labour and motive of Masonic significance. 

At the foot of the card was the signature of initials, and a date, 'G. W., 1799.' All 1 can, 

or may, or wi11 say here is that these initials are those o f the name o f George Washington, 

the first of American Masons, and the date was the year of his death." 

Another experience of Mr. Louis' follows naturally on that just stated. Both took place 

in the full light: 11 lldng alone with l\1r. Eglinton, having come for an evening's conversation 

without any iJca of having any experiences, and afte1· we lwd been more than an hour 

together, he said that he felt impressed that we were to s it for written communications. 

Placing a crumb of slate pencil between two slates and both of us holding these, writing 

immediately began. 'Joey' first gave his own name, and, in reply to my earnestly-expressed 

wish that a dear young fricncl 7 ignorant of these experiences, shouJJ be brought within this 

region, 'Joey' wrote that it s hould be so soon if 'they' could get within his influence. 

1 mmedintdy afterwards he wrote that ' Ernest ' wished to write.' A crumb of pencil was 

again placed between the slates, and we immt.:diatdy hea rd writ in g proct·ed with great vigour, 
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a nd th..Ti~ion and rapidity, a !-'harp seric~ of raps with the pc'llril !win~ gin·n tn "igni(\' that 
tltc 

1 

l1l1 '!""agt·' \\';ls fin ished. It was couched i11 thc~e term~: '.l~t · r/,.,,,. li ·i'n~tl,- 11·,. d(/ nnl 

hkc to St'f' \ '011 111 a COJ/fh/Jim bt• it•IJich your u . .:.rfnllu·ss to yvursdj o11t! othf'r . .:; J." imJ,mn.·rl. 

Rr·mrmbcr what Rous.:.rau S(~l'', L'ttO~Dn: ~ · [sT J.-\:'.1.\IS ~lo t :-:s :'111 '-'rtUBI.F •JUI: cJU.\:'\D 11. 1'.\lt.\1 r 

DEI'OU tn · u DE TOUT. I Ft sp('(ial{l• H'l:'!t to tujoin you to hnng to tiJ,· fi·ont all the' } tl'lll/,., :-; ;c•r't/1 
width l'Oll an• 1\0 n(:hlv rudoH·rt! for g-ood ad/r·r work, and to tol.•r• hl'arl ,·n tlrr· n/J.:;1J/ut1• 

tt'r/(//i/ ()• 1/wt we a rr a round l'OII all 1/rr timl', a JJ d pour 11 pon ''t>JI t/11· j>l'l:fiiJJU' of nu r 
Sl'lllpallly, affection, am! /o·i't.-ER~E~r.' " 

l\Iiss Fis her, of Clifton, has narra ted an ex perknce which may he t1l\"ll as typical of 

the s impkT phenomena :-" l~ e ing in London f<ll· a few day:.:, I took tilt: oppot t111Jity •• r h:1\·ing 

a pri\·ate sc'ancc wit h 1\lr. Eglinton, and the proofs I then rcc•·h't·d of the truth of spirit 

communion we re so conYincing that 1 consider it my duty to l.)('ar k~timony to that truth, 
wltielt rcmon~s the fear of Jeath, and imparts C(lllSolation when we mourn the los:; nf n dear 
re lation 0 r fri end. The stanrc took pbee in a (;jmall drawing-tnnm. wherein \\'il~ a plain, 

uncn\·ered tai.Jie, at \\·hich the medium and l took our seats. 1\ l r. Eg1inton ga,·e me ~nnlC' 

s lates to examin e, which did, and was satisfied that they were perfectly clean. I lhcn 
ruhbetl them well wi th n sponge gi ,·e n me for thnt purpose. The medium, h;n-ing placed a 

crumb nf pencil on one q [ the s lates, held my hall<.ls in one of hi !-' , while with the ot her 

he held the slate under the table, not so far but that part of tht slate aJHl hi s hand 
were ,·isiblc to me. On my inquiring if a relation, who lwd lat<·ly left the earth-li f(., was 

prec:;ent, the pencil was heard writing, and, on the s ignal being g i,·cn, l\1 r. Eglin ton \\ ithdrew 

th e slate, and 1 saw written there the word 1 l .. l·s.' This was \\ ritkn on the <uppt·r surf.1( e, 
which was held aga ins t th e table. I asked that a JllL5S<Ig<- mi~ht hr gi,·cn nK hy this spi1 it. 

1\] r. Eglintqn fur this purpnst..! clcanL d t\\'O ~]a tes, and putting a small picre of p<~nd l on ntH', he 

covered it \\'lth th e o~her, requesti ng me to hnld them lirmly tnc.ether, h<.' only touching (1nc 

side. \\·c held thf' s lates /;dwau tt", neither on nor nut/(.,- th e ta ble, !'-'O thnt it was nlll'r~t· 

impossiblf.' that the wri ting could ha n! I.Jeen prnJucu l hy nny cnnscinu ... agcnry nn his J' 'trl. 

\Vc held them but a few mnmcnts DLfore the pc.:ncil h 'gan tn \nile raptdly inside, and on 

the signal being gi\'cn, I n ::mo\·cd the top slate, and fnunc.l on th e hottum one a me;;sngc 

of hnlf-a-d ozcn line~, s igned hy my brother·s name, which was f}Uit e un kn<.l\\'11 to thL nwdium. 

1 lad I before entertained the slightest doubt as to the gcnuincne~~ nf the pht ·JlOmcnou, thi :-; 

one f:tct, that my brother's n:1me, which, as I b('fore staled, wa-; unknown to the llwdium, 

was written between d osed s lates /11 full ligltt, \\'ou]d ha\'e pn.n·ed that my hrntlwr was 

indeed ncar me, and had gi,·cn me this message from be yond the gra\·c·. I mu:-;t acid, too, 

that I was ~ perfect s tranger to l\1 r. Eglin ton until that day." 

A good ease of direct writing in a Jangu:tge unknown to the medium is rf•ror dl'd by 

.1\Jr. A. Lillie, F. Asiat ic Soc. , authc' r of n BudJha and Early Buddhi sm," etc :-~· \\'(· ~at in the 

broad dayligh t. T\\'o s] ~tcs were clea ned and then placed o11 th e table. 1\ erumh nf !-'late 

pe ncil had been inserted between the s lates. 1\lc Eglinlllll held mw cornLT of the s late nnd 
1 held the other. Soon th e sountl of writing was ht'ard. This 1:-; the message' ; /Jtar 

Sir, - 71U'n' 1:..:; snmtom· luTt ic•ho app,.ars to taJ.·,• 

w{:!d up to ht'm the pou·cr to t.c•nlr lhr .fi>l/o;.(•ing.' 

writ ten in the I k11ga li charactt..:r. Thi s is the 

au t'nkrt'st in ~"mo· ( Jr~t·11tal '''or!.·, and ;,•t• 

~\ ftrr thi s rame a \'Crse of Sanskrit pol'lry, 

translation :-' I (hm.•c) lttil!rtr confu~iim, nor 
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luubl, uor di'ut~ions of . (words illegible). 1 (hal'l') ne1iher fathrr, uor mother, nur bride. 

I ha'i't' 110 rrlalz'ons, or jri{•nds, or tcachrr, or pupt'l. I am 'Sizra, I am 'S/1ra ! Aly form z~ .fo_y and 

Tltought.' After the S:-~nskrit the Je tter thus continued :-' L et this be a proof of our power to 

!hosr Zl•/w doubt. To !host' earnestly imhilfd we are 'tt:'Jt!ing to hdp all in our powrr, aud, not 

on{v so, lo rt'i..Jf'al to tlum the lntt' priucipks of so-ca!lt•d Spirituah$m.' T his is word for 

word what was written on the slate." 

The testimony of Dr. G. \VyJd (1\J. D., Edin.), of 4 r, Court fi eld Road, South Kensington, 

is exceptionally clear and to the point. "Last evening, Lady Cranstou n invited me to meet 

.Mr. Egl in ton at her house, a nd the circle of se\'en, including T\1 r. J. Campbe1l, B.A., being all 

harmon ious, we had a pleasant "nd successful e\'eni ng. The s lates were new a nd the 

property of Lady Cranstoun, and 1\I r. EgJinton, as usual, began by holding a slate, on the 

surface of which was placed a crumb of slate pencil, below and closely pressed agains t the 

under s urface of the table. Then, on each one presen t, in rotation, asking that a name, a 

word, or certain information should be written, the reqllest \\'(\S a t once ancl audibly 

complied with. Eglinton then requested the Jady a t his right hand to unite with him in 

pressing the slate close against the under surface of the table, and again our requests for 

names and words were at once met by writings on the slate. Confidence being thus 

established, l\J r. Eglin ton then placed a slate on the upper s urface of the table with a 

fragment of pencil and co\·ered this slate with a nother ; for the third time our requests 

were comp1ied with, and names, fi g llres, and sentences wen~ \\'ritten as d ictated by us. The 

sit te rs were we1l-known to cacl1 other, and there was n good light nn the table a ll the 

time, :md fraud, even if desired, was impossible." 

Another witness, Mr. J. l I. Glcdstanes, a well-known merchant at Bordeaux, says :

" 1\lr. Eglinton and myself having pu t a b1ank card between the lea\'es o f a book 

upon which we pJacc·d our hands, found on taking it out these words writlcn in pe ncil 

-'I am anxious to commuJticalr to (sic) "IJ' husband. I sec one of Ins fiicnds htn'.
F LOHA ELlZi\BEl'lt D ARVALL.' These are the names of an o1d friend of mine, although I 
did not know ti11 1 inquired, that Elizabeth was one of them. Now, it so happens that 

this lady's husband had departed this 1ife only one month previously, whil e the sender of 

the message, as the medium was correctly informed in some mysterious manner, Jeft us in 

l 879. A week nfterwards, at a St:ancr, while Mr. Eglinton's hands were handcuffed behind 

his Lack, him~L:lf 0 11 the dark side of a curtain, a hand and arm came ou t into fu ll v iew, 

and taking up a pend) that was placed on a table with some cards on my sid~ of the curtain, 

in a partially lighted room, wro te on one with great rapid ity. \Vhcn fini shed, thL: card was 

gh·en to me by this hand, \\'hen I found written on it: - 1 AI;· dear F'ritnd, - 1 ltm•t md "lJ' 
husband sina I ·zt•rote the other dt~~·; I did not A'llOll' !hat he /rad joined us. fll' 1~ here, and 

Si'nds you lu"s grcding. I am aaran· coudztt'ous do not ahl'£~l'S scrzrc to cuablt• me tu ronm11miratc. 
I do not forgtt !hose 1.~'/JO tal•c an lillcrcst rit my spin'tual we/fan· as I do iu thrir material 

z,•c!jarc. I am lwppt'er titan 1 was in eartlz-lifi.·. God bless )'Ou.-F. E. DAR\'ALL.' L ga\'c 

this card to Captain Dan·aH, and persuaded him to accompany me tn a S(:ance, to sec if 

he could hear from hi s mother. T o his great as tonis hment, while he and 1\J r. Eglin ton 

held a doubJe s]ate between them away from the table, the sound of writing was heard, 

~nd u pnn opening them the whole of one s ide of a slate was found written upon, a nd 
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s ig twd 'Codseha ll J ulmsuu.' 'J he message was addn.:.s~ed h• Captain ));tn·a ll, wh(l tnld 11:-. 

that the name w;1s that of a d eceased rc lati\·e. Thi~ was a \TI')' int<.Tf'" tillg manifes tation 

to one \\ lw had ll l'\'\.' r ~ec n anything of thc kind bcfull:, and my friend did not refu se to 

b<.:lie\'C the <.:\'idcncc of his sett~es. For the lirst time in his life, he fouml hi111sclf eidruly 

say ing to n dead man, • \ Veil, ho \v are you getting on?' I hope that none of tltt.! 

rcJali\·cs o f these friends will blame me for giving the n:unes. I Cilll st.!c nn reason for 

not publishing tbL·m, and Ollt.! wo uld think that a ll who ltad the plcasun..: of knuwiug the 

spirit, \\'ho m this life was called Lady Dar\'<111, camwt but rl'joice to l· ·a r11 that !-ilte 1s 

happy , for rn tll Lsc spontancou ~ t cnnmu nicat ions fn.,m LtiH..'nd~cd ~pint , lllay \n.: 1111t lJe 

sati s fied as to t lw gt·tnJirtt.:ttcss of their source?" 

A cle rgyman ( I nm in possession of the real nal!le and athlrc">s) also wrote tcsti fying 

to J\Jr. Eglinton's wonderful powers. ' ' )t may be useful to mention a .;;imple anti intl resting 

test which l appliu.l Clt the second of two Yery successful .'\c·a,ccs whklt I ha\'e attended. Mon: 

than o nce I specially exami ned the ' crumb' of pencil bcf<1re it was used. Small, thin picct:~, 

with s harp edges, are employed. 1 mmcdiatcly afte r a message or answer hnd been given I 

r emoved th e pencil from the s late, where, as has been no ticed by ot hers, it lay ngainst the last 

word of the communications, and l o bser\'ed that o ne of its angles was fresh ly worn down, 

exactly a s wou ld be the case in writing. This change in its substance, being proJl!ced in 

the Yc ry s hort interval <.luring which it was placed 0 11 the s late, o r bet ween slntes, and 

hidde n fro m Yiew, and being coincident with the production of the writing and the scratching 

sound ns of n pencil on the s lntc , proves as com pletcly as s uch a thing can be pron:d that 

the pencil was used. This evidence, o f course, confutes the suggestion, if tt ·were towbk 011 

ot/u.,. g rouuds, th at the writing is prepared befon hand. That the med ium himself handled 

the tiny fragm t> nt of pencil as it thu s travc1Jed across the s late in the eonllncd space between 

s late and tabk, or between the two s la tes pressed together, is to tho~e who ha\·e watched the 

occurre nce 111 the clea rest light cn tir<:Jy out or the question. It is quite possible for a 

prejudiced person under the gui se or full examinat ion to a nnoy a 111nli um with unn:asollable 

requirements. But the candid and thorough it.quiry into minute particulars which is Jl<.:ccsc;ary 

in the in\'l'S tigatio n of s uch man·cls, l\1 r. Eglin ton tr<.:a ls ,·ery amiably and i11dlcd ask.,., for. 

I may suggest that the observation of the s late pencil, as hav ing bcen actually used \\hen 

writing tl.Jlpears , has a ple1cc in the c hain of s cientific e\' idc ncc.' ' 

The h a ndwriting of these m essages was o fte n characteri s tic of 11 the dcatl." A good 

case of this kind is recorded by Dr. Nichols, who is supported iu his tes timony by three 

o the r wel1-k nown and respon si blc persons. 

"\Ve sat in the full daylight round a very pla in table for direct wnt111g Oil slates. 

There were five persons prcscnt-Mr. Charles Blackburn, l\1rs. \Vestern , l\liss Cook, 1\lr. Eglinton, 

and myself." Aflcr desc ribing the indis putable conditio ns under which several s mall mess.tges 

were \\Tittt'll, Dr. N icho)s co 11t inues :- ' 1 Two slates were cleaneJ and laid upon the top of the 

la ulc in full sig ht. 1\ bit or pencil, about a quarter of an inch long, was pJac(.(l lJdw<.Cil them. 

i\ll ou r hands were joined, and th us ho lding c~ch other we watched and listLned. l11 a few 

second!:i '~ e heard the sound of rapid w r iting-then the signe1 l raps. H.cn•uving thl' upp{.'r 

s late we found a message (Fig. 19) o f fifteen lin es, containing o ne hundred and t\\utty-si.'\ 

words , in a handwriting perfectly familiar to me, and to tally unlike that c•f any 1 erson prt Sl lll: 

15 
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• 1l()' dear Papa,-! ca11 not tell you lzow rej o/ccd I am that I am ab/11 to scud you these zoonls 

of graH11g ami lotte, after so long a period of silence. Sdcul, however, only in tire ouli.&.lard form, 

for as you ami dear, dear 11fama know, I am cz•er w ith y ou in spirit. !Vhat a blt:ssed boon is tlris 

. God-giucn power that enables me to tell you this myself! Dear, dear Ala ma! flow many hours I 

have ::..-pent in mim:.:.tcn'ug to Iter [in ] !Ire tendenress of my love, awl how full'le have been n~v efforts 

to free !te1· from paril and $1~/fcring. Giz•e her ~~~~~ cons/ant awl lender loue, ami not fo rg t'/ting your 

dt·ar sdj, JJ{V oit'JJ J>apa, I am )'Ours in tire b/cs~td fa it h. 't \V • 1.1 .1 E/ 

" It is the handwriting of my d Jughter, Ma ry Wilhelmina (alr~ady n.:fe rred tu in Chaptt:r X. ), 

-- -

Ftt;, 19. Hcd u Lt;<.l 1-.l~.::simi l t:, of. Rccog11t::.cd I ':-.yLhogra pluc.: \\' nling. 

famil iarly caiiLd \ Villie; 1 give a sp~cimen of the h a ndwriting o t ~lr. Egl mton ( Fig. 20), thc.1t 
the reader m<ty judge whc..:t hcr h e could have writte n this lette r, a s it was writte n o n the s la te 

in not more than one- ten th pa rt of the time it has ta ken me, a fairly rapid writc t·, to copy 

it. No ; we fh·e per sons heard e ve ry word writtt.: n; in the full daylight we saw the two s lates 

ly ing upun the table before us from which the sound of writing proceeded. \Vhen the uppe r 

s la te was rai::;cd fro m the lo \ve r we a ll sa w the work which we had heard. The test was 

perfect-per fec t as to the ronditions-perlect a s to matter and hand writing." 

T o ma ke the accoun t more sa t is factory~ Dr. Nic hols has allowed me to 

purlion of hi.s daug hter's hand writing, written some y ears be fore she left the body 
reproduce a 

(Fig. 21). 
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J\ bdy, the wife of a late Abyor of Hollon, :1ftt·r describing the prndudiun in le~s 
than h:-d f :1 minute, undr-r tilt' o rdin:wy conditions, of a mcss:1gc cont:lining no less than 011e 

hundred and twenty-s ix words, nr more th a n e ight time~ a~ many words as the sw ift est penman 

rmtld \\'rite in the sa me length of time , goes on ln testif\· that aftt rwards 1 ' \\hen hnlding the 

,(. _..,__,. -

FIG, 20.- J landwriting of Mr. Eglinto n. 

s lates at arm's le ngth bet ween us, highe r than the table :1nd a\vay from it, in this position I 
was aJIO\ved to ask for any word, and it was writte n directly. The litt1e pencil was always 

found ttt the end of the las t lette r, an~ once we saw it ha ng ing there, as a ne("d le w ould ha ng 

on to a m agnet. have not observcrl that this has bee n na med in any accoun t of the 

-------
fiG. 21.- llandwriting of Dr. Nichols' Daughtcr. 

writing. I said I should like someth ing in another language. I cho!'e French, but l wish I 

had c hosen some less fam iliar kmgnage. \Vithout delay the words were written : ' I ~vtrc mn/ 

u'cs.t pa_r:. in'. Dine 7.'ous bruit.' On my new folding s late, which was ne\·cr out of m)• s ight, 

1 bore away four messages in uinerent hands i one \ VaS the familiar formula, I l~rt !IllS C01ti.!titcc 



I t 6 ' T1uirt T·wo T f/orlds. 

you of our power. - JoEY.'" She adds, 11 1 was convinced of a power-an intelligent power, 

an independent power- yet a power con nec ted in some way with the medium. I will end by 

saying that he seemed in a normal s tate, except once or twice when the power was very 

strong." 

\Vriting on l\'larch 29th, 1884, Mr. E. Dawson Rogers says :-'' I have late ly been present ~t 

several sittings with l\lr. Eglinton when slate-writing has been pr(H.luced under the most perfect 

test conditions, messages being given from departed friend s, with names, dates, and other fact s 

unkno wn to the s itte rs at the time, but subsequently \'erified to the let ter. Great as were 

Dr. Slades mediumis tic powers for obtaining communications in this form, I think they are 

exceeded by Mr. Eglinton's." 

1\lr. Ilensleigh \Vedgwood, 1\LA., has been good enough to supply me with an account o f 

a valuable slana:-" In the spring of 1884, just after Mr. Eglinton had been presented with 

his famous pair of folding slates, locking so closely together as to make the introduction o f a 

piece of paper impossible, I had a morning s itting with him under the conditions so ofter. 

described-he and I sitting close to each other at the corner of the table in full daylight. 

Having been shown the folding frame. 1 expressed a wish to experiment with it, when 

Mr. EgJinton gave me a blank card which he d esired me to mark. I accordingly wrote my 
initials upon it, together with a small circle, which might easily escape observation, telling him 

1 had written my initials, when the card, together with a nib of bJack lead, was placed with in 

the frame, which was snapped to and the key given to me. The closed frame was thf'n 1nid 
fl nt on the table , and our hands placed upon it. 1 do not think it was ever removed from its 

p lace, but l cannot now be quite sure that it was not for a time held under the table, as was 

so frequently done on o ther occasions} but it was never withdra\vn for a moment from my 

immediate observation. Presently Mr. Eglinton became entranced, and in the name of a control 

familiar to me, talked to me about the drawing they proposed to execute on the card. In the 

course of a \'Cry few minutes, which I estimated at the time as under ten, the work was done 

and the frame placed in my hands, with d irections to open it as soon as the medium came to 

himself. Accordingly, as soon as he awoke out of his trance, I un locked the frame (the key 

of which I had kept in my pocket), and took out the card which I had put blank into the 

fram e not a quarter of an hour before1 and on the sa me face o n which I bad placed my 

dis tinctive mark I found a drawing of a female figure, as if floating in the air, holding back 

her copious hair \Vith both he r lwncls. 1 t was a well-proportioned figure, in a d ifficul t attitude, 

with the outline clearly drawn without hesitation. (except the legs from the knees downwards, 

which had e\·idently been hurried over), the fore-shortened limbs being slightly shaded. lt would 

be absurd, unJe r the circumstances described, to s uppose that the fram e cou ld have Ju . .:l·n surrep

titiously withdrawn and opened, and the figure drawn with such rapidity) as to bat'Oc my 

o bservation. The only other way of escape from the ad mission of an occult age ncy (equally 

absurd, as it appe:-trs to me) is to s uppose that I and the scores of other similar \vitnes:;es, 

arc unconsciolls ly entranced for as long a time as may be necessary to accompli$h the 
op(-ration in ll~rH.l." 

Others of l\I r. \Vedgwood's experiences ;tre a lso valu:-tble and inte resting. I" he following 

evidence wa!:> called forth by an unwarrantable ilttack tlpon Mr. Eglin ton on the part of some 

members of the Society for Psychical ReseClrch. Mr. \Vcdgwoou is o ne of the Vice-Pres ident$ 
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of that S<H'il·ty , :111d he says: "So m:my ha ve horne witncc;s to tlw g('n\lill•'lll'Sc; of ~Jr . Eglinton's 

slatc-writin~ thnt ( ha\·e thought it ncC'dlesc; to add my \'oicc, nlth<Jtlgh my c>'\perieJH"('"' have, 

I think, not bee n less tl ec i~in: th:m nny of thost' previously publi ~hcd. But ltow I .1111 induced 

to come f.wwan.l Ly seeing that stress hns been lnid on his wnnt (If ~uccess when si ttin g with 

a party o f members of the Society for Psychical Research, as if nny nnwunt of twgntivc t.:\'idc iH.'C 

could de rogate from the \\'eight of fact s solidly establis hed on positive testimony. Tltc Socir{t• 
for P.~whical R l.'st•arch lw ut' 110 pntrnl for ncruralc ohsrn,aliou. Their testimony c:;hould h:t\'c just 

ns much and no g reater weight than thnt of any othe r trustworthy witncc;srs. The peculiar 

value o f the s late-writing t est depends upon the ex tremely simple conditions ul\dcr \\ hich it is 

ex hibited, so as to render fraud conspicuously impossible in the case of a moderately ohscn·ant 

witness. T he firs t experience tha t I shnll notice took place some years ngo, when Mr. 

Eglinton was res iding with Dr. NichoJs in Fopstonc Rond. l took \Vith me a pair nf my 
own slates which I h nd tied up with s tring pnssing twice across the long and once :1cross the 

sho rt s irlc uf the slates, sealing them on th e edges at the six points where they were crossed 

by the s tring. \Ve sat in the dark, but on thi s occasion d id not succeed in gett in g nnything 

written on my sla tes. Two or three mo nths later l took the smne slates as ( had tied them, 

and gu mmed the edges all round with postage paper, so as to exclude th e possi bility of 

inserting n tool, however· fin e, a t any point. \Ve now sat under the gas-light with the ga~ 

turned low, but with light enough to see each other dcnrly, as well as the slates laid llnt on 

the tnble between us and covered by our fou r hands, 1\Jr. Eg1intou's as well a~ mine, which 

were ne \·er remo\'cd from them. After a while, the wc11-known sound o f s late-writing Legan 

to be heard, and p utt ing down my enr to the s lates and withd rawing it again the re cou ld 

Le no d oubt that it wns from them tha t the sound proceeded. I remarked to l\lr. Eglinton 

on the pain ful amoun t of bodily efiort he seemed to be exerting, which appeared stmnge to 

me, as I thought that w hate\'er influ ence he could exert in the matter muc;t be purely the 

r esult of mental effort. \Vhen t he s lates were opened, th e sen ls nnd gu1nnH:d paper remained 

unbroken . Three scparnte messages were written on both ~ides, co nt:111Hng S<'\'('ll l,Y-Ii\'e 

words in all, in three diffe rent hand s, nea tly written in <:ven linl'~, with nll thr dots nncl 

nccents correctly placed (one o f the messages being in French), and t·ach hnndwriting kept 

cons is tently throughout the message. One sentence was written with soft !'lat.--pencil, the 

others had the appearance of being writte n with n blunt meta llic point. The morst·ls of 

s lnte-pcncil that had been put in rawly Lrokcn, had plainly been worn as if with writi ng. 

O ne o f the sentences seemed to be in ans \\'cr to my remark on the efl(lJ"t it appca rl'd to cost 

Mr. Eglinton : 1 TVe managed to produrr wlwt y oTI 1WJuirr, /Jut u•1llt grtal diffiru/~,. tf}/{1 sln·ss 

upou the medium.' My. next in s tance is a case o f writing bc twe<'n the kan's o f a closed 

book, where the difficulty is carried o ne degree furchcr than tlwt of writing in the empty 

space inclosed between the r ims of a pair of slate~. I w~s one of a p:trt\' of c.:ight, sitting 

round the tnbJe, with the gas full on. l\ Ir . Eglinton gn\'C me n blank cnnl, from wh ich 

I tore ofT a corner and kept it in my pocket. li e put the card in a hook, togdht r with a 

morsel of black lead, nnd, turning to a s itte r o n his right, bid the hook on tlH tahlt·, with 

both the ir hands on it. As nothing ens ued, l\Jr. Eglinton rcmo\'ed the book, and laid it between 

him a nd me, and we placed ottr hand s on it. S hortly after, hnving had t lw uc;ual no tire 

of three littl e tap~ tlwt the writing was accomplished, 1 opened the hook, alld on the card \ 



had placed th ere hlnnk n fL'\\ minutes bcfiJre, I found a ~horl letter addn.:s:::,ed to me in a 

\\'ell-known ;~nd very peru liar handwriting, 1 Did you get n~v Idler?' 1 n f:1ct, I had recc- i\'cd 

lht.: Jt.:tter alluded to only just be fore stnrting from my hollse for the si tting, a nd so had it in 

my pocket to shtnv my fellow-sitter s. T here cou ld not be a douht of the identity of the two 

handwritings :md sign;~ tures. I h<~d not me ntioned or show n the letter to anyone, nor was 

the person through whose h:tnd it w:1s written (uncon scious ly as 1 l>cJieve) aware of my 
intention to sit with Mr. Eglinton. Nor, conversely, did the Jnttcr know a nything of my 

communications with my mysterious corresponden t. T here was no trace whatever o f Linck 

lt.:ad on the page of the book opposite to the card, although, of course, the frr~gment used 

in wri ting nn the card must hr~ve rubbed with equal force on the opposite p:-~ge. 1 have stil1 

the <'n rd with the frngmcnt 1 to re off; the corner accurately fitted on to i t. 

Professor Cassnl, a member of the teaching-staff of University College, and an intimate 

assodrtt<' of Victllr Jlugo in the coup d'f'lat of 185:2, and ~ p~rtnt·r in the banishment from 

Franct~ nf tlwt celebrated pod and Spiritualis t, had a psychogr(lpllic slance with 1\1 L Egli nton, 

nnd hi s twrr:1t i\·c of the sf'fmrt' J think worthy to be placed hefore my rt.:aders. Jt is as follows:
" I had long h el'll desirous to witness the fact of d irect writing ; at last l found myscJf 

able, and went t o Mr. Eglinton, accompanied by my son [also holding severn) public nppoint

m{_'nts, and a man of critical nl~Hmcn], purcll:-~s ing on our way several ordinnry frnmed s lates. 

\Vc found Mr. Eg1inton a sympathetic, intelligent, gentlemanly young man, nnd he received 

us in a neatly-furnished ronm, t he most st riking artidt.: in which was a deal table, standing 

nca r the window. At this lablc we took our scats with the medium, my son facing him a nd 

J being on his right. After trying my new s lates, with feeble results, the medium to<)k one 

of his own, cleaned it carefully, laid a fragment of pencil on it, r~ nd held it with his left 

hand-his right being in m ine-ag:·dnst the under surf(lce of the table, the slate being pr~rt]y 

\'isible to me. In answer to t he quest ion wh<.:t her a spirit could communicate, we heard 

the sound of pencil-writing, th<.:n three little taps. We then foll nd written, on the uppt:r 

surfr~ce of the sl::~t e , t he word ' }'"es.' Jt seemed written from the ' s ide opposite to the 

mt:dium, and it was on the part of the slate remote from his hand. Thinking the ice bn1kcn, 

we rcturnt.:d to my own s1att.:s. llcre are the results. r. Twu were placc.:d togdher with 

11 morst:l of pencil hetwe<.:n, }nose in the space formed by the <~pposition of their frames. 

Mr. Eglinton nnd 1 held them between us, he wit h his right hand, J wi th my kft. I asked if 
n spirit friend w:1s with u~. \Ve heard mo\·ements of the p{.' llCiJ; 1 distinguis hed the sounds 
of mnrking stops and dot:-;, th{.'ll th1-ce t;1ps. On seprtrnting the slates 1 rend 11pon tile upper 

surface of the mHlt.:r otw, 'Aladamr O.'s gu/de, Dr. F., /s prcsrut and salull's yvu.' Neither 

the medium nor 1 haJ lt.:ft hold of the slates, nnd I looked fixed ly upon them. Dr. F . 

was the name of one of our old friends. 2. My son, holding a sl:-~tc ou t of sight of the 

med ium and mysdf, wrote upon it. I then held it llgainst the under surface of th<.: table. 

After sound s of writing and three tr~ps, I \vithdrew it , nncl rend, 4 Yi·s , she is lu:re. IVt• rl'grct, 

hott'l'l1Cr, that she is not able to cur ill?. Do y ou not feel lu.·r prrst•ncc?' 3. In my turn I wrote 

upon a sbk, Hsi ng the snme precaution, ' Is my fr iend \V. present?' 1 l s my frt ther here?' 
The answ<.:r:-; were: 1 Your friend I I~ /s not hcrl',' in French ; rtnd in Englis h, ' Yvur father JS 
here, and JJWI{\' otlu·rs -with !tim.' 4· Upon a fou rth slate I wrote, 1 Could my f:~t her g ive 

me hi s signnturc, or a f<:w words of his writing?' T he n.!ply was, ' Jl 'e arc son:1• that 
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)'Our fa!lzcr cannot 7.(1rile. l -It wzJI provav~l' be able a no/Iter tt'mr.' N t:ither the nll..:ditttn nor 

my su n couJd have seen what 1 h;-td written. i\1y questions were in French; tile replies, 

as all we re, except the one about my friend \V., in English. 5. The medium handed to 

my son a pair of hi nged folding-slates, furnished with Jock and key, who wrote, 011 une 

uf the clean s lates, a que~t iun, locked lhe s lates toget her, put the key in his pnckl't, and laid 

them 0 11 the table. The mediu m and I each laid a hand upon. tlte s lates; writing was heard, 

then three t:l ps. On my so11 unlt>cking the slates he fou nd an answer apposite to tht.: 

ques tion he had written, of a pr ivate and personal nature. 6. Lastly, the medium placed t wu 
large clean s lates togd h<.:r upon the table . The n \Ve hcan.1 sound~ of writi11g for about a 

minute. On separating them we found the lower one CO\'ered with writing eutirdy difl'-:n.:nt 
in character to l\1r. Eglinton's . A few concluding lines were abo\'c the Ludy uf the writing 

and written in\'er sely to it. 1 t was this :-4 l Ve hat.tc long desired to hat•e !Ius opporlumf.y. 

The writing whicll ) 'Ott have unde1' y our eye is produced nuder coudz'tions ·wltich. under ordr'ltal)' 

circumslauccs~ ·would be imposs/blc. It consequently goes to prove the lrullz of i(•/zal n•e arc 

cndl·avoro·I·ng lo promulgate. l VItal r's !Ire agent or actzi1g cause 1i 1 tlte phenomclta ? Thai docs 

not muclz mal/cr. The fact is here. Certain clever, lynx-eyed persons, i.ulro pretend to cxplabt 
what 1/u;y lwuc never seen, wrll one day lwvc to admit their iguorana. But to those ·who, IJ'A·e 

y ou, enjoy the consolalt'o~l aud advantage of kuowing ,!his truth, I SflJ' thai llze l.·now!tdgc 

llrCJ' nctjut'n: and arc able to impart, should compeusale f or ·what they cwlrwc t'n an uupopular 

cause. Farn.(•t'/1.--ERNEST.' In concht sion, it is need less to say that my son and I took 

every prccnution which me n with their eyes open, seeking for tru th, couh.I take, and \\C 

affirm that deception was simply impossible. All took place in full daylight, aml wltcn that 

bega n to f:t<lc, in the light of a large lamp. l only record ir refragable fact s . I le<n·e others 

to draw conclus ions." 
I\Jr. J nm<.:s Burn:;, the editor of the Jl!edt'um and D,u•brrnl.:, to whost: 

indebted for th<.: ellgra \·ing illustrat ing the following narrat ive, also reported 

of Mrs. Burns, a lady whose competence as a witness ca nnot be called in 

by the ultra-sceptical. 

cnurt<:sy [ am 

the experience 

question except 

"I\lrs. IJurns a nd Mrs. l\1 cgrue n,;ceived a kind invita tion frum l\l r. Eglinton to s it 

privately with him. The s itting took place on I\londay, ;\pri l 28th, rSS.f, in the aft~.:rnoon. 

Prc\·ious to s tarting, Mrs. Burns bought a couple uf s lates, that thcr<.: could l>e no 

possibility of their ha ving been writt<.:ll or1 in a ny way by Mr. Eglintoll. \ Vriting 

was oLtained ou them, and also on slates produced by I\ I r. Egl i rt ton, <:ad1 une bdng 

carefully clea ned before the experiments commenced. There wa~ no attuupt at mystery or 

concealment. i\ plain table was uscdt at \\·hich t h~ par ty sat ; l\Ir. Eglinton with hi~ back 

to the window, through which the sun was s hining, 1\!rs. Burns to !tis right, and her friend 

opposite to him. On the wail facing the vacant side uf the taLk, a lookiug-glass as 

large [lS a WillUO W is placed, SO that the whole proceedings C<Jli iO be OLSerV<.:lf <.:ither in the 

looking-glass or by scrutinis ing the tabk. Scv<.:ral messages wt·rc uutaincu l>y 1\Ir. Eglinton 

holding the sJatcs d use under the top of till! table, a small pkce of pencil Ldng placed 

on th<.: upp~r surface uf the 

on the top of the taLk, with 

slates, and which wu~ in vit:w. 

s late su u.5ed. On tiH.:sc occasions, alJ hands were join<.:d 
the exception of I\ I r. Eglin ton's right hand, which hd<.l the 

The writ ing, uf which a facsimile is gh·cn ~Fig. -:!2 ), was 
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product.:d in the r.)llowing manner: One of Mrs. Burns's s lates had a small piece of p~ nc il 

pl c~ccd on it, tht-·n another ~l alt: was laid on the top. One end was held by l\1r. Eglinton, 
and the other hy !\Irs. 11urus, higher than the table, and at some distance from it ; they 

were, indeed, held up in tlte :u r, so that they coulJ be seen in e\·ery directifi n. Thus 
held, writing was heard going on betwccn the s lates. Then an interesting experiment was 

FtG. H.- Facsimile of Direc t Writtng. (Reduced one-fourth.) 

tried : l\ lr. Eglinton withdrew his hand, and the writing ceased till he replaced it agam; 

Mr::>. Burns also wit hdrew her hand with a si mi1ar result." 

1\lr. \V. Fowler, a we1l-k11own merchant at Yarrow, Kulpara, in South Australia, who 
m June, 1884, was passing through London, thus records the results he obtained :-
11 By :m appuilltment wi th Mr. Egl inton, 1 and two lady relatives went to his residence 
one morning a l len o'clock, and a t his direction seated oursd ves round a small taLk.'' 
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l\lr. r ,,\\ It r liH·t• d~·~L"r il ws tiH· u-.;u;tl pr••t"''"'" (lr t'Xiltllllllllg :ttul clt·nttin.:..: tlw ~latt-". 

C1111tinuing, lw say~. ''l\lr. Eglintnn pllt " hit •• r ~bll' 1wncil ab •ltl the· i1c• ,,f a gr;till ,.f 
nee· Pll lhv Lllp or a sbtl', atHI hlltding- till· <.; ];tl<' with his di..; r·ngaged lt;llld ··ln..;c• under 

tlw fl ;tp of the tahll·, obtained 111 writing St'\'t·r:d i11l<.'1ligent r<'pli<·s tn rpt<'slinn..; stJgg-cst<-d 

by ll". 1 fe then :-tskul me i f would \\'rite tilc• name of any d' p:trt<-d fri1·nd !"rom 

whom shou ld wish to h: tvc :1 c-nmtmtnication, telling me· nnt to lll<"lllion tn llll)"OIIt' the 

name lmd writtt'n. I then tonk ott<' o f th<' slate<; frnm the t:ddc, and h~~ltlill g it "\ll that 

no n1w pn·sc·nt rnulcl Sl'l' what had writtl'll, wrolt' the namr .a( a m;•n \\'hn h:1d for 

t went \·-li\·c yc•ars prn·iotJS tn his death, l<tst J uly, bl'('tl my mo"t intim:1tc • fric·tHI 111 

i\ u..,t r;lli:l. Thl' nanw written hy me was (~t·11rgc 1 fa milton, with a <l'w~tioll to wlti<'h 

asked fnr :1n answC'r, and ;tft(·r writing it 1 pl.tcnl tiJL· slate by my side• wllc•rc- it cnttld llc1t 

he· Sl't'll hy anyone. f\ lr. Eglintnn then pl:lc<·d .1 slate: \IIHh·nwatll the flap of the' t:1hlc·, :llld 

in a rl'\\' S t conds withdrL'\\' it with the \\"(ll'd I } ~es' \\'l'illcn brg-<·ly 011 it. l\ l r. Eg-linlt'm 

nnw said, '\\'c \\i ll try if we can n·,·ei\·e the com m unication by placing a "I:Jtl' on tltc 

t:1hk and Co\'<:nng it with ;ll t11t lwr.' Tlti c.; was dnnc. Placing ;1 .c;crap nf "'late ' pencil 

bd\\'L'<'Il til<' tn·o ~J:ttc~, l\11'. Eglinton then rc.c;ted hi~ <li sengngcu hand (IJl thc· t0p ~bte 

and we imnH.:diatcly h(.~a rd the scratc hittg <)f the penciL ln k-c;;.c; th;m half a minuk three 

taps W<.:n: g t\·cn tn intimate that the writing was flt1i ~lwd, and clll taking- Dll' tltl' t11p sl:lle 

the bc)tUml 0ne was found 1..'0\'L't"L'd with writing p<'rfcctly legible·, with ~tnpc; and 1'\'t'll the 

i's d otted as now c()pi~·d: - 'And to 1/link I should ri•tr b(· ab/1' to return r'n lin:" mamu·,· to 

1'0 11 1 It t'1'CII srcms incrcdibk lu JJtt'. I hm•r asl.·ed lht gu/dr of Jllr. I~:t;lmton to ron:•,:t• to 

_;•ou tin:'> mc•ssagl', lml I am llCi.'erlltdc'.-.s <('t'tlt '\ 'Olf. flow 11111d1 lwppii'r tilt's !Jt'rmtifu! truth IIIIlS/ 

mt~l.•f' ww. And tluid.! of thr pl(·asnre it afford" us 7('/zl'n the porta/..:; an• opott•d /~1' •du'clr 

wt ran communicate lo you. T!trn· ts mudt r?( importancr I <could !JI.!r to sm· d1d tile 

power SO'i't' me, hut I must rest conlr'nl. r:ood-!Jl't'. God Mrss you.-G. J L\\lll To-..:.' 1 Tnw this 

writing \\'as produ ced t 01) not pn:l l'lld to s.ty, hut that it \\':lS llC\'l'r made 1)\· :1 mortal 

hand I :1111 fully cnll\'incccl. The tinw occ-upied in o lJtaining it I dn Jl()t think \\':\'-' rl'ally 

m(we than fiftt·cn SL'conds. \\'i th l\lr. Eglinton's }Krmission l hrnught awn.\~ \dth me the 

s late with the writing un it, as n l'L'Cortl nf thl' most rcmarknble fact whic-h h:-t c; t.:\'cl· hccn 

brnnght before my notice.'' 

Sir Baldwyn Lcigl!tnn, Bnrt., l\l. P., of L11to n Park , ShrcwslHtry, writc-s as follows:-

,, There !Ja,·e lJL·en ::;o m atl\' tef-. tiJlllllli< ·:=; on th e suhjr•ct nf dirrct writin~ through 

l\J r. Eglinto11's meditnn::;h ip that t ha\'!· hL'('n 1111\\'illing tc) trt))lbk yott with ,,·hat migltt su·m 

a supelllllll ll-; n>llllllllllicat iun; but sti ll tiH n• \\'<•rc nne or t\\'0 incidents in Ill\' intt-n·iL·w \\ ith 

him that you mi ght think would ad\'ance the..: c:~usc tl) ha\·c made known. l\Iy prc:\'11)\IS 

:~cquai:ltanct.: with 1\lr. Eg1inton w;1~ of the slightest. After a ru·ommc'lHl:tlicln frnm a 

pl·rsonal fncnJ , smnc )t:ttcrs as to an appoin tment passed, and oJtL' inll'rdl'\\' of fh,· millllt<'s 

to :-trrangc such appointm<•Jtts. /\ lady "ligh tly kno\\ n t0 him, a friend of mine, was tl) 

meet me thtrl', but could not come nt tla· last moment, nnd, thc-refnrc, we were :tlo1w. 

The cccmmunicatinns were immcJiatc..: nnd unu<iualty direct ; and aTh\\'ll·.:; c:~mc, .-md 

inform;-~tion wns gi\·cn, that satis fi ed me at nncL that \\'L· were ttl ~omnn111ic:-ttion \\'ith dcp:trtc•d 

friend~. 1\ J,,ng letter signed with initialc; cnmc fn.)m :1 n:l:"ttin·, with a Gn·ek qu0t:1tion. 

I 1c h<td been dL·yotl'd tn Greek litcr:-tture n ncl art while on earth, am) wns n clergvmnn of 

IG 
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the Chureh o t England. The GrL·t-k was very plainly and beautifully written, and thl' acants 

, • .rcrc gii•t'JJ. 1\lr. Eglinton is not, l IJdieve, a Greek scholar, but no mortal hand could ha\·e 

written the co mmunication in the time occupied, let alone the Gre...:k. li e has allowed me 

to retain the s late, which I haYe now. On a second \'isit, a few days after, [ brought a 

lady, whose presence had been asked for-a ve ry dear friend of a relation, wi th whom 

communication had been establis hed. Whe n by two or three ques tions (of no general 

interest) s he satisfied herself of the reality o f the communication with her departed friend, 

she was d eeply affected, having ne\'er known of these possibilities. She is not a young or 

excitable person, but deeply reJigious, and the e ffect of this short half-hour has been a new 

revelation and an inte nse satisfac tion to her." 

!\Iajor F . G. Irwin, of Burlington Crescent, Bristol, had an experience in October, r884, 
which adds a valuable fact to our s tock of knowledge. J t r efers to the production of 

psychography under Jock and key :-1
' Two slates were t:1.stened toge ther by a lock and 

key, <md then placed in a case which was locked by myself and the key put in my pocket. 

The bt ;x lay o n the table in fu l1 view, the hand s of Mess rs. Eglinton and H ockley nnd my 

own resting on the top of th e box. \Vhile in this pos iti on writing was di s tinctly heard, 

and upon opening the box and taking out the s la tes the words 'IVil! this do, .Air. TomJJ~}'?' 
were discovered o n tlw ins idt.: of one of the s lates.'' 

s hould s tate that Mr. G. Tommy, a well-known Spiritualis t in Bristol, had sent 

the locked box for this experime nt, unde r the care o f Major Irwin, who concludes his 

testimony as fr,J iows :-1
' I went t o London s trongly inclined to think that Spiritualists w ere 

made up of fools, knaves, and those having an ill-balanced mind- leaving out a few that 

I knew could not possibly be included in ~ny of the three classes. I left Lond on fu ll y 

convinced that all that is claimed for Spiritualis m is supported by facts, which, as Mr. Stainton 

!\loses once wrote to me, could ' be proved beyond a doubt.'" 

Another careful record is that of Mr. H. A. Kersey, of 4, Es lington Terrace, N ewcastle

on-Tyne :-~~On Friday, Septembe r .::?6th, I 884, three lady friends and I attended a sc(wcc 

at 2.30 p.m. \\'itll t\ Ir. Egli nt on, at his res idence. \Ve all seated ourselves rou nrl a 

table (tcchnit ·,d ly know n as n ' Pt..:mbrokt..: ') in th e c...:ntrc of the room, 1\lr. Eg1inton 

~itting with hi ::; l>ack to the window. He asked for the greatest sceptic to sit ne:w him on 

his right hand, and 1\lrs. X. wa:S placed theJ~ ; opposite to her and on rvtr. Eg1inton's left hand, 

sat ~lr::;. Z., while I and my sister occupied the remaining side of the table, and consequently 

sat opposite the med ium. There was full daylight, the window not being darke ned, but 

s imply draped \'v'ith a pair of thin muslin curtains . I produced a slate which I had purchased 

a bout half an h our previously at a s hop in the Strand. Mr. Eglinto n with a wet s ponge 

p rocl:c<h-d to t:ka n the slates b elonging to him on both sides, v.·hils t I took a dry sponge and 

rubbed the slates, taking specia l care to press heavily so that if any marks harl been 

pre\·iou~ly made upon the s lates they s hould no longer remain the re. These s lates were left 

on tlw tahk: before us and ne\'er passed out of o ur sight previous to the experimen t~ taking 

place. !\I r. Eglintlm next produced some s mall pieces of slate pe ncil and various coloured 

French cha lk 'S, a nd taking the s late which I had brought \'v·ith me asked us to select a piece 

of pend! or chalk a nd put it on the s late. \Ve selected slate pencil; it is an ad\·antage to 

hear the writing, that not being possible with tht: softt:r chalk. \Ve the 11 j oin...:d hands all 
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round the t:thlc, the p~)-c hie's left hand being held by one 11f us. 1 k theu pb'-·'-d tlw -..1. 1tt: 

dose und<'r the top of the l.tLic ncar t11 the <'Orner •lll his right, Lhc ~1.tt•· lwing kc·pt 111 

P•,sitinn hy ~r:1c:;ping it a11d the lop nf the table firmly logdher with his right hand ; thu~ the 

thumb nf that ha11d was always \'isihlc, and 17 whf> S<lt fartht'-'t from hi111, c •1dd ah\.t)'S st.c

not only the thumb but also part of his wri~t. \·cry shortly, i11 11r•t mt1rc th;IJ1 h;t)( a lllinutv 
~ ~ ' 

\\'C hL·anJ a sound as of \\Titing on the slate, tht..: d ltling or I i'~' :wd \Til~:·-ing nf It's. 

being n·ry markul; 1111 the ec~satk111 t,f the writing thrl'<~ little rape; W•~rc hcard on the sbtt-, 

and the ps_ychic then eire\\" it frllm the table and hantkd it tn me. On the upper surfttre and 

:lt the fttrth<'Sl C'nd or it ff'()m :\1 r. Eglinton'c:; hand, 1 fnund \\Tittcn Cl.S foliii\\'S: I 7i·ntll ,:, 

,·lldr·~lnttii'Uc as ,:.._ our f>t>il'l'l'; tc'l' art· glad Ia mccl _rou all.' I will call this Ex pll·im\·nt .. \, 

:tlld c~ln nnh· add tll:1t under the condition~ (ksnilJL·d, it wa~, 111 my jtt(lgnH:nt, :-;imply 

impossi lJie fnr l\1 r. Eg1inton to d<) it. The '' riting \\ ;,.._ 11p~idc down in rc:l<\tion tll l\1 r. 

Eglintnn's h:1nd ; there was no other person present, nnd four pairs of eye~ w;ttda:d him 

clo~el\'. For the sake of hrc\'ity it must be distinctly understood that lhe snme conditions 

as the fun·goi ng existed in aH the fnHo\\'ing experiment "• \'.triatiunc..; or spcci•l1 fl'alu re.., hci ng 

al lllC noticed. Experiment B.-1\]r. Eglinton took the ~~me shit<.', and rt.'\'t:r~ing it ht:ld it 
as hl'forc under the table. \Yc ngain heard the sound of writing. and 011 cxnmi1talion w<: 

found written in a diflcrcnt handwriting the f,)Jlowing :-'Dear Sir,-ll·r an· ~::ltrd to mal .mu 

as lu·iug lire t"bampion of a great causc'.-.lo•~Y.' Expe riment C. -l\1 r. Egl i11lnn remarked that 

pc,rtic~ns of the ~t~rfac<.: nf the sbtc on two sidr:c; were h·ft bLmk, and a'-'],cd fin· tlwm tc.• 

be 111kd up. \ Vhcn the s late was agnw hdd under the table we OIH:l' IIJPre heart! 

\\'riting, :w<I aftcrwnrds finwd the following :- 1 /l~r shall lwf>c to briug our to .Yc·;c•tasllr! 

SOIJU' dat·.' l\] r. Eglin ton suggested that some word or \\'c)rd" had l)l't>Jl omittl'd, and 

rcf}uestt·d the omis~ion to be supplied; also that tn 011<.: word of \\ hich W<.: \H'I'l' uncertain, 

if tlll'rc was a 4 t ' in it lo cross the 1 t.' The \\'Onl 'mrtliirm' \\'as then in~ertC'd aftl'r 

the \\'01'd 'our' ;:~nd the 'I' properly c-rossed. E:-;perimcnt D.-The Bramah-lncked ~late 

\\';\'-' tiH n product:d, ami ha\·ing been rl<:;uH.'d; the medium ask(·d 1\Jr~. X. lo writ<.: a 

question to snmc friend r,f her~, tn such a j)llSlllon tlwt he could not :-\c·c it : silL' 

did so, and thl'n elns('d the slate and Io~:k('d it, withdrnwin~ t lw kt·y and rd:tinin~ 

pO'-'!-T:-;SJ nn nt' it. !\Irs. X. a11d l\]r. Eglilltnll th<.·11 pbn.:d their h<tm) :-; nn tlw top of tht' ~l.tt•· 

a~ it Jay on the table before us all, ~ nd s hort ly we distinctly h<.:ard writing bcing produc<:d 

in~id e thC' locked s1<lte. \\'hen 1\lrs. X. unlocked the s lat<.: s h<.: round the following rc.:pl_r l11 htr 

rcqw·sl :--1 }·~ur ~·lrml Emma wtll mmTIIIOIICalt latrr on.' Experiment E.-i\1 r. Eglinlon <~skt..·d 

l\ lrs. Z. to write a. f}Htslion on a slate and not kl him sec it. Sht: wrok, 1 1s .\Jfrl'd, my ~on, 

here, and will he please write me a message to take home with me?' The '-'l:ttc \\'a-:. tunH d 

O\Tr so as to keep the message from l\1 r. Eglinton's sight. J le took the ~latt.; in his left 

hand, anJ held it under the corner of the tnhlc nn hi~ Jcft, 1\lrs. Z. also gra-::ping the ~Lltc all 

tht' time and helping him to hold it, 1\lrs. X. at th<: same time holding his right h:md; \\'C 

a ll heard the writing, :1nd l\ lrs. Z. solemnly dc:cl<~rc·s that she alsn felt the ,·ihr;ltion:-; in the 

slate pn1(lurcd Ly the \\Tiling; the fL'ply \\'as found lo he :-• .l~r tkar .1lulhcr,-Thanl.· r.od 

I am able to comt /o _1'ou. (;/r·r "~'' lui.•t' lo nil a/ !uHllt'1 rmd il'lih j>kll~\' for ymwst·[(. I am .rour 

lo1.•/ug sou, t\ Lrtn:n.' Exp<.:t inH..·nt F.-1\l r. Eglin ton toPk two slate~, and placed one nll tIll_. 

top of the other after putting a piece of pcneil b<.:t\\'u.:n, and l,;cc.:ping th('m on the t<1bh· in 
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full view uf us ~II he l>lac<.:d his h;inds on them, 1\'lrs. X. doing the same j prese ntly we 

heard much writing going on bdween the slates, and on rcmo\'in g tbc top one the fol1 owing 

mcssagt.: was ftmnd :-' Dr:ar .1\'/ccc,- l rfjoice so 1/lltc lJ /n being able to manifest myself to y ott 

in this dcc;'::,iz'f Jltanncr. It must comfort you to /.:now that I am ever near y ou, and that I 
cndcauvur to colll.'t'J' the s<'nse of my presence tv y ou. flozo truly comforted and gra!tfu! should /h ose 

be w/w lun.•c a /..·nu'wlcdge of thr~ great truth, and of t/w happz'nrss tlti's commuuiou brr'ngs liS and 

tlrcm. There is 1111tdz 1 t.t'ou/d like to say had I the power, but I must content myself wtth lza vz'ng 
been a!!<>wl'd to come. Kcl'p 011 i11 tltc good cause, and y ou 10111 be rewarded. Good-bJ•e. God bless 
)'Oil. L<n'C to J ohn. }Tour lom'ng auul, EI\IMA.' E xperiment G.-1\'Jr. Eglinton expressed a wish 

to obtain a m<.:ssag\..! for my s ister, and plac~:d two slates together on the t:J.ble, as in the 

predous experiment, but all that could be got was a brie f statem<.: nt that the power was 

cxhau~t<.:d a nd t hey must bid us good- bye. Mr. Eg linton not being contented wit h this brought 

the two :::.btcs round to my sister, and resti ng them on the top of her head he held them 

there, but no writ ing came; ltc then placed one end of lhc slates on he r shoulder, holding 

the oth<.:r cnu himsc]f. ln th is position a bri ef message was writt <.: n, reiterati ng th 1t the 
powL·r was exh:1ustcd, ~t lld bidding l ad ieu.7 Tlms ended an excdle nt st'anct·, a nu under 

such satis factory conditions that we all were convinced of Mr. Eglinton's powe r, and felt much 

indebted to him. In the experi men ts E and F, the replies received are characteri stic of the 

deceased persons from whom they pu rport to emanate, but the handwriting does not resemble 

theirs. T he style varies com;iuerably in the different messages, but what is most noticeable 

is the speed with which the com munications are written, and also that while the writing is 

taking place the psychic labours in his breathing as if suffering." 

Short ly after this, l\1 r. \ V. P. AtlslH:ad, o f Bdper, as the result of some very successful 

seances, oflcred a challenge of £ soo to any one not a medium, who would produce the 

same results under the same conditions. \Vhat he desc ribes as the crowning manifest at ion of 

his series of s/aJzccs is nartakd as fnlluws :-

,. I had ~aid that if my lirst wife wel·c present, 1 should he very IH tt r h pka!:)~·d if ~h~ 

c.,uld comnnllticatc wit h we. l\lr. Eg1inton well cl<.:aned a ~la te, l.1id upon it a small piece 

of p~..:nci l, and was about tu cover it with anoth<.:r slatt.· when h;.! said, • I will alsn ]llace a 

pl<.:Cc..: uf coloured crayon on the s late.' He uiJ so as he though t, and laying- anot h<.:r slate 

upon the top he held the corn<.:rs with his right hand, ask ing me with my left hand to 

hold the ot her <.:t>rners. All hanJs w<.: re then joined, l\1 r. Eglint o n's left resting on 
my right hand, the slates meanwhi l<.: lJ2ing in f ull 11t'tw in broad dayligh t. T n about a 
minute the writing commcnc~:d ; we d istinctly heard both penci ls a t work . Tht! opcr:ltion 

lasted abnut thirty-live second~ ; and when fin is hed three raps were given, a nd l\'1 r. Egliuton 

rcmo,·ul the tllp s1.1tc. Judging from the time occupied, 1 expected to tind ; II)()Hl fi \'c nr 

s ix lines of writing, but when l\1r. Egl inton n:mov<.:d the lop slate there was ex posed tn 

\'iew a most n.:markable production (see Fig. 23, next page), and one which, I am bold to 

say, huma n ski1l, however p\..!rfect its methods, in the sa me time and with the same means, 

would be utt<.:rly unaLlc to imitate. On the bottom slate was found thirty -three lines in two 

distinct styl<.:s c~f writing; but the fact that g ives to this manifcstntion its special char.1ct<.: r 

is that two mesl::iag•·s were writt<.:n at the same.; tim \.! in oppos ite directions, the JllL'Sl::iages 
appearing un the slate in alternate lines. One wns a message from my ti rs t will:, l::iignc<.l 
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1 Sarah,' the n.llllL being unknown to Mr. Eglinton, a nd occupied seventeen lines ; the o ther 

was a mes::;age frnm a spirit who, 1\l r. Eglinton inform<:d u s , fn.:que ntly communica te d, a nd 

was signed ' J. S. ' The first li ne of the message signed ' Sarah ' con·mc nces under th e Jast 

line of the mcssagL sig11<..:d ' J. S.,' a nd this o rde r is preserved in s traight lines until th t.: 

messages an.: finished, tha t s ig ned 'Sarah ' containing one line m o re than the other. I Jere 

I would obsl·r n: t ha t w he n 1\1 r . Eglinton placed the second pencil o n the s late he inte nded 

to place upon it a piece of crayon, hoping tha t the e xperime nt o f having alternate lines 

writ ten \\ ith pencil a nd crayon, which had been obta in ed be fore, might be repeated ." 

This is not a h undredth part of the testimony which was the n being poured out on 

a H sides. N cwspaper me n began to no tice what they ha d hithe rto looked a ska nce at, 

but pC'rh aps the event of the yea r in Spiritualistic circles was the e xciteme nt caused a1J 
over the coun try by th~ news that the Rig ht I Ion. \V. E . Glad s tone had atte nded a seance. 
The a n nouncement having been made, within a fe w h ours of its publication the 1\lctropolitan 

Ne\\·s agencies and me m b<.:rs of t he press were bus iJy e n gaged in the ir e ndeavolir to ge t 

t he fac ts from f\ lr. Eg lin ton. I n this they d o not appear to have been very s uccessfuJ , a nd the 

br ie f narratin.:s presented to t he public were so im perfect that L ight sought a n intcr\' icw with 

him, and the next week 's issue co nta in ed the followin g authentic report of one of the 

most notewonhy instances in whic h l\Jr. Eglinto n has obtaine d psychography away from his 

ow n prcmtses, a nd where t r ick tables, trick sla tes, and electrica l co11trivances w~re no t 

a\'a ilablc. 

I hear, A/1·. Eglin tau, that )'Oil hall(' had a sc'aucc ·with Jllr. GladstoJI(:. Alay I as/~ if tlwt 
IS so ? 

l had t hat ho nour yesterday (vV ednesday, Oc tober :!9th, 1 884). But how did you 
hear of it ? 

1Vc1•cr mill(/. It is aln'lll{l' wlu~pcn:d i11 Fleet Street, and tltc rnmour will soon spread, so 

that )'Oil must c.rj>cd, ·witlui1 a i'l'l)' fi;w hours, to be harasstd ~v a num/Jcr of ' ' intcr uit.''i<'Crs " on 
the part of thc 111 il'Spapcrs. J"ln' )'Oil at li/Jcr(y to tdl me tltc circumstmJCCS? 

To !'5ome l xtent J may do so, perhaps, not having been a::;kl·d , as l am 111 st>llH..: 

ras~.:;:;, to make a sccn:t uf it. But c\'crythi ng d epends on wha t you wis h to know. 

Did Air. Gladstone visit you at your rooms ? 

No, 1 met him at the reside nce of a lady of d i ~ tinrt ion in Grosv~.: nor Square. Beyond 
that I a m not prepart.:d to go. 

You feel that J'Oil arc no/ at lib('r~}' to mention IIJc uamc ? 
I am nut. You may, for pre~ent pu rposes, call h~.: r 1\l rs. 0. 1 had been in\' iteJ Lo 

meet Lauy X., the Marchioness of Z., a nd Mr. Glads tone. 
To rri;•c a Sl:(lJJ(C ? 

~ . 
1 undcrst()od beforehand that l was to atte mp t to g 1ve some ex h ibition o f my powers 

as a 1ned ium for s late-wr iting. 

E xptri'cncc ltas showu that for :;,ucccssjul sc·auccs it is ucccssmy ju,· the mcd1itlll
1 

iu !>liCit 

caSl'S, to be qm'tc at Ius casc-frc,· f rom afl mental dis/urbana . ..:.. I n acn:pt/ug tl1c /u;•Jtaliou 
did you feel that you could /;(} quite at J'OII r case in lhc pn.:scnce vf a 1/Wil of such di'stinciJon 
as 11/r. Glu:lsiVJit: ? 



Central 'l(·s!/Jnony lo J>syrhc~~raphy. 1 ::! i' 

I cnnli •ss clid not. f\ly fL·l' ling~ at lirst we re o f a decided ly IH'I'\'DU<:: kind o n 

l<•arning that I was to be the only o ther m1n present, and natu ra lly tilL' knowledge that I 

was tn III C'C t E ngland 's g reatest s ta tesma n aJded not a litt le to this nen·ous ncss. But I 

was soon rdic ,·cJ of a ll apprl'hcn ~ion in this l'eSp~ct. 1 arri\·cd a few mimttes before 

1\J r. Glad stone, a n <.l after he had saluted his hostess I was pre~cn tcd to hitn1 when, with a 

pleasant smile, he s tepped briskly across the room, and shook h:t11ds wi th me, saying, 41 1 

a m g lad to ma kC' your acquaintance, s ir." I was much s tr·uck wit h this mark uf affability. 

And if anyt hing more was needed to put me " at my case " it was the fact that though 

1\Tr. Gladstone, at firs t, con\·ersed fm· the most part on gene ral topics, doing so ill the 

most agreeable ma nn er, and without the slightes t air o f consc iou s s upe ri ority- he ga\'C me 

distinctly to unde rs tand that he had no scepticism in rcg~rd to the possi bility of psychical 

phe nomena. H e was already con,·inccd , he said, th~t there were subtle forces with which 

" o llr puny minus '' could not deal, a nd w hich be could no t comprehend ; he hdd the 

attitude 1 therefore, not o f a scoffer, but of a s tude nt w ho had no reason to d oubt the 

genuineness of my p retens ions. His e xperiences in thought-reading were sufficient t c) s how 

that there were forces in nature whi ch were not gen erally recogn ised. 

After tlznt you prorcrdt•d to giz1c ,.llrtstratious of your mfd/ums!Jip ? 

Yes. W e took our ·places rounJ an oval table o f the us ual description. 

/low wrre vou sratrd i11 rr/atz'ou to earh othrr ? 
Lady X . sat ncxl to me, on my right. On Lady .X's . right wac; 1\1 rs. 0., then 

l\1 r. Glads to ne, and the n the Ma rchioness o f Z. 

IV/wt slates wfn used? 
'I\] rs . 0. had pro\' ided two commo n school s lat ec;, and I lnd hr~1ught my now histo ric 

131-amah- locked double s late. 

A ud ) '0111' experiments in Afr. Gladstone's prtSt'JICt' wrre successful ? 
Quite so. \Vc had communications in reply to questions, the replies bei ng written-

sometimes ,·ery le ngthy ones-on the hostess' s own s late.:;, b 'Jth when held unde r th e ta ble , 

and when laid u pon t he table in ful l \'icw o f all present ; and al~o within the lnr kcd 

s lates. 
Can vou tr!! nu• t!te ualurr nf t/t (' communicali'ons ? 

No, 1 cannot do th~t, and you m ust not press me loo closely. I can on ly tell you 

the most unimporta nt o f them with which the experiments comme nced . \Vc began liy asking 

1\lr. Gladstone to write ~ quest io n upon o ne of the scho~ l sbtcs. I le did so, and the 

sl~ tc was held by me be nea th the table, with the question upon the under sid e so that I 

could no t sec it, the other s ide h<:in g pressed closely agains t the unde r side of the table. 

Presently the writing bcgan-

/)z'd Afr. C!adstour hear the wr,.tz.ug ? 

1 Ie did- and his f<1cc was a study. I Tis inten ~t.' look of amazc m <: nt would have b<:cn 

a musing to tho.;;e who ha\'e had ex perie nce of such phe nome na, :111J was intl'nsilieu wht:n 

the s late was brought up, ~nd the few \\·nrdc; which had been \\'rittl'n \\'ere d··clan·d by 

hilll to be a pertinent reply to his quec;tion. The reply was " in tht yrar tSSi/' a nd o n 

the s la te being turned o\·er it was found that his C)Ucstio n had Lecu - " \Vhich year do you 

rememb~r to have been more dry than the present o ne? " After that 1\lr. Glads tone took 
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t he lockl'd s late into a curner of the room, and on the ins ide of it wrok a quest ion, 

which of course no ne o f us saw. Then locking the slate and retaining the key, the slate 

was handed to o ne o f the ladies and myself, and we both held it m the sight of a ll. 

\Vhile in this position the writing was heard going on upon the closed surf.1ccs, and upon 

the slate being opened it was found that the C]Uest ion asked was 41 ls the Pope ill or 

well ? " which had been answered in red pencil by the words, u He is i11 in mind, not i t} 

body." 

It occurs to me that tiU'st' Wt're ralht'r tni,ial questions lo put, aud such as the 11 inlt•lligcnccs" 

or ll orrult (orCl'S " at U.'ork, H't'J"C 110/ h!..·e~y to know 1.1e1')' much about ? 

Perhaps so ; but you should bear in mind that I have given you the particulars o f the 

Hrst (·xperiments on ly, and in aH probability Mr. Gladstone's mind was then occupied with the 

s itn plc question of whethe r any writing at all was possible under the ci rcumstances. Of 

the s ubsequent cxp<~riments 1 can only say that they were perfectly successful; that some 

of the communicat io ns were written upon Mrs. O.'s own slates whe n held under the table; that 

several messages were gi\'cn, not only be tween these two slates, but a)so within the locked 

s la te, in view of all present; and that some of the questions wert! put in Spanish, French, and 

Greek, and satis factorily answered in the same languages. 

A rc you ) 10ursdf acquainkd with Spanish, French, and Grak? 

I know very Jitt1e of French, and nothing at aJJ of either Spanish or Greek. 

1 lmz'e 11~\·self fwd so JJJaJ~}' slanas with you, under l'7Jt'l)' conai1.1able 'l'aric<J' of ciJ·cumstanfl's, 

that I cannot doubt tlw gtJuniu•ncss of flU' s/ate- 1.t'l iling producnl through your 'llll'thttmship .: but of 

course, a straugt r to !Ill' plu'JJOJJICJJa could hardly be expeckd to be satisfitd ·with l11s first t•xpcriena, 

and thl'rt'jort' 1.t 1.eas t'spcdally desirablt that a gt'ntleman of Air. Gladstone's distinction and iuj/ut'm:c 

should hm•e f.1.'l' IY opporluni(l' of the closest observation. Do )'Ott think he was sat1sjied? 

Yes, l think so. lle did not say so, in so many words, bu t his actions, and a ll t hat he 

said the n nnd s ubscqtJcntly, seemed to point to it. Indeed, I do not see how he cou)d be 

o therwise than satis fied tlw t- to whatever power the phe nomena might be attributable-they 

Wl!re at least of an occult or abnormal character. The written qllestio ns were in e \'c ry case 

unknn\\'n to me; and pertinent answers, as I have told you, were writte n between s lates fu lly 
expos~d to view 11pon, or held O\'er, the table o f a brilliantly lighted drawing-room- the wri ting 

bei ng di::;t inctly heard whil l.! in the actual process. Mr. Gladstone had the fuJ1est opportu nity 

of observation, and I have no doubt whate,·c r that his keen penetrating eyes, as he carefully 

watt:IIed al l that was passing-, assured him tha t everything was genuine. As o ne indication I 

may nwntion the evident interest he took in the messages thernse]Yes, which he cou iJ scarcely 

have done if he had any snspidon whatever of the bona fidts of the experiments. From first 

to last he made a careful record of aJJ the questions and aJl the replies. 

You spoke just now of Afr. Gladstone hm,ing said something ajtfr the sr'ana-'h,as that in 
rfji:rena to ·what had octurn:d during the C1.'flling? 

Not directly. But afte r the st'ancc, and while the Jadies were otherwise engaged, Mr. 

Glndstonc entered into con\'e rsntion with me on psychica1 subjects. I remarked npon the 

absurd attitude ()f the general public, and of many scientific men, in refusing to investigate what 

were but s im ple facts after a ll, when· Mr. Gladstone replied in effect (for 1 do not profess to 

be able to remember his word s)-" I haYe always thought that scientific men run too much in 



a grn•n·c. 

l 'H) nft•'ll ind i~ pn~cd to gi\'t· any attl'lltion wlwkn r to m;tttf-rc; wllkh ~··c·m t•• <'••llflit·t with tlwir 

e~ ta J , J ic; l wd morlc~ of t hought. 1IHI<·0cl, tht·y 11nt infn:•ltwnt ly attc·mpt tn d• ny lh:tl intn whic·ll 

they ha ,·e ll l'\'L'r i lHfuin:d, tw t ~ n flk i <'nl l .'· reali" ing tl w fact th~tt thl'r<' m~y pos~ibly lw forres 

in Na ture of \\'hich they kn ow nnthi 11g." J\ s l t.t lked wit h him on t npir~ of a ldndn·d character, 

1 \\'<I s \'<: ry plc~ .;;cd to sc<: hnw hi~ g rt'at mi iHl <'ould, C\'Cll at t his btC' hour (If his life, OJWll 

it~elf to tl w f;~. ir rnns id crntin n o f a ny new truth , ho\\'<:\Tr much it might rt ll t C'OIIIlt<·r to prC'\·inus 

L'X pl' ri t· nC'l'S. I lc ~poke at l c n ~·th 0f h i ~ ow n nhserYat ions many years af!o ill the domai11S (If 
clain·oy&lllC<' and (•h-ctro- llinl•·g.\·, ;u~d tl l<'n inqui red whdlwr there were any sorictit·s !'perially 

dc,·otctl tu the study nf occu lt phenonwna. \\'hen I told him of tht: LcnHk,Jl Spiritu~list 

Alli <l llCc' and (lthl'r s0rictic·!=', an<l llH nti .. nc d !='c me of th<: natllc~ nf pcrs0ns r•)IJill·rtt:d with thc·m, 
~ n d (If (lthc·r~ wlw had gi\'t:ll a tl ('lltinn l11 th· "uhj<..cl~, he St'L'Jlwd greatly inl<.:re~t<.:d ; :-~nd when 

I spoke nf th<: li terature 11f Spiri tuali~m he ~.ud that he already knt'\\' that tilL· 1110\'<:ltll'lll \\'as 

rq>n:scnt<:d hy vxcdlcnt journals, aJHI that many eminen t men had writkn on tl11· C]li<'Stinn

in s ta nein g V arley, Crnnk,·!=;, \\'a lla\C:, Ba lfollr, and others - O ll l' of whPm, 1\l r. Crn<1kc~, had 

acktw \\' lt ·dgt·d his obli g:-~ t i<•ns t0 1\ l r. C. B lark hurn , a \\Tn lthy gentleman btdy n·c:.idl'nt in 

l\1and l<'~kr. I nskcd hi111 \\ hd llcr he wou ld hon•1llr nw hy acc<·pt ing a fcw J ><,,>k~ upnn the 

s11h} c· t, to whi<' h lw \'c ry kindly r<' pli cd that, a ltho ug h In: had m.m_y works •Ht \'arinu~ matters 

laid hy fo r readin g w l·cn thl' tinH· ca me fc•r h im to be a hlc to d o sn, he wnuld 111ost cheerfully 

undertake to read a ny bnoks I migh t dl's ire to ~t· JHI him, add ing, "Ami 1 c;;h:11l k< <·r lhLm as 

a tnl' mcnto of t his \'C'ry in terest in g <:nn ing." I had :1 long ;1nd \'ery pka ... ant cnn\·C'r!='a t ion 

with him ; but I think I have told y<•ll all that oug h t to tell ynu, :mel have certainly said 

mo re than 1 intended to say w hc 11 I h<:gan. 

l }w u lite rc•hol(· you cc•crr gralifird l~t· !Ire illlrr;•J(·w ? 
I )<·rid<. dh·. I han~ m d princes a ltd prinrcc;;~<.·s, but, kind ami cnndl';:;<'l'ndillg as they alw~ys 

wcrl', 1 h :l\'(' ne\Tl. cx pcr i<.·nced keener pk a"llll than in t he re lketion thc1t I haH· dflnt: some

thing towa rds hd pi ng 1\lr. Cladstnnc to a bt ttt:r undL·rstanding of tlw p(l~sih i lity of communion 

\\'ith 1
' ft il'n d s \\'ho 11 ~\'c gn11e ))._,fore." 

The ]Hlblicatio n o f this re port gan· a 11 Jllllll l' ll St; s tride t o Spi t it na l i~lll. l t was J10li,·cd 

hy ne<1rly en.: ry paper throughou t th<.: world, the news agencies itt Gr<'al 1!1 ita in c;e11ding it 

out as s tcn .oty pc matter. ()f <'(•ll r!:<.: l\ Jr. Cl:tdstonc was <klug<d \'. ith lt'ttcrc.; of inC]llll)'. T l c 

]Jm'h• 1Vt·ws of No,·cmbcr Gth r<)nta inul th e.: fol10wing 11 diplomatic" all S\\'cr, probnLly lithngraphcd 

o n n pnst card :- 1' 10 , Do\\'ning-s t rcct , \ Vh itl'haH, No,·cmhcr 4 th, 1884.-Sir,-1 :11n din.c tcd 

by 1\Jr. G la dstone to ack Howk dgc thr rrccipt of you r lclltr of yesterday, r~nd to say that while 

he cnntwt untkrtake to r n tcr in to <It tai ls, ht has cxprrssed no rondusinn upo11 the subject 

to whi ch yo u rc frT.-1 am, ~i r, )'<Ht r <1 bu li l'n l ~cn·ant, 1 l oH.\CJ: SEY'IllUH." It i~ tn be hopc.:d 

th :-t t this "~oft ans\\'c r " ttJrn cd away thL \\'ra th \\·hich r;1ged ag:linsl the open-minded stntLsman, 

wh o hncl, ;1ccording to some p iou ~ pc(lple, cngagrd in 5onTI')', and according to oth<'r'i become 

the \'ir tim nf impo~tnrc or delu sion. 
No furth r r detail s of 1\lr. Glad s tnllc'g ex periences ha\·c hccn made public·, hul I hnn· gnod 

n:ac.on f(lr thinking th at the H.igl 1t ll onn\l rabk gL·ntl t·m:tn has not nltogl'tlwr n·nc;nl ltis 

I i 
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itn'c~ tigations. At any r.tlc It(.; lt .l::> :;, int:c LH:cume a member of the S oddy fur Psychical R esearch, 

a half-way house at which m lilY find it pleasant to rest prior to taking the final plunge into 

Spiritualis m. ()f course Pundt could not pass by s uch a golden opportunity, and forthwith 

began to quali fy fo r admi5sion into the schools of the prophet s by a temperate deliverance o f 

the burde n o f its own ex pe riL:nces. Let this effusion he com pared with fo rmer ultc ranccs 

and my readers wil l readi ly admit the change of tone. That~k s ! Air. Punch. 
Equally sat is factory, bu t more serious, wns the attituJc o f Figaro. In that journal for 

Decembc.:r Gth appeared ·a letter from the well-known mu sician a nd c riti c, ~ I r. }. S. Shedlock, 

introduced by the following ed itorial:-

" l\1 r. Shedlock is by no means an impressionable nnn, and the evening before he 

nttendcd the sr'ana he was a scornful sce ptic. I lis present feeling;;; nny be judged by tl.e 

plain s tateme nt of fa cts in the letter h ereunde r. 1 w ill only add a few won.l~ of comnH: nt 

upon the e xtraordinary tale Mr. Shedlock nn\V has to tell. 1t will b e n oticed that n double 

sla te, on which the message writte n is n _~t see n by the medium, is securely locked and held close 

to the table. I mmcdiatcly a scratching is heard from a crumb of slate pe ncil, a nd the reply 

b found \vritten on the slate. Granting the possibili ty of a trick (for in thi s case there cou ld be 

n o coll us ion), the evas ive reply concerning Mozart ca n be cons idered at worst a very extraordinary 

guess. About the Schube rt symphony the rep1y was e\·L·n more astounding. ll ad the a ns wer 

bee n s ix, o r a duzcll, or so forth, 1\h. Eglinton or the gh0s t mig ht rea<;onahly ha ve bee n 

suspccted o f imposture. But t he discuss ion whether the symphony in C is the Nu. 9 o r No. 

TO has been in progress for some time. A s musicians arc aware, Sir George Grove is of 

o pinion that the Gas tein symphony, which he calls No. 9, is sti ll missing, and that the 

sympho ny in C is N o. 10 . The allegc<.l spirit of Schubert, asked how many symphon ies he 

wrote after that in B minor No. 8, re l-Jiied two. The re ply is certainly extraordinary, for it 
is in the high est degre '! impro bable that ~lr. Egl inton (who diJ no t kn ow e\·en that hi s 

visito r was mu s ical) sh ould ba\·c b ee n so well posted as to the Schubert symph oni<:s, even 

if he rnuld hy ;ltly possihility of mc:tns I IC\\'e see n what f\1 r. Shedlo('k had written. Sir Gt:orge 

Cn)\·t: i ~ now till: prnpe r man to fo llow up this inquiry . Peradn~nture, s o grc:at a S('hllbcrt

lon:r , \\·ho :1 lsn },e]ievcs in Spiritlla lis m, may be able ~o wheedle out of th t: Jt:ccased a <.lt:sct iptiL)I1 

of the work , a nd nf the pla ce wh ere the Gastcin symphony l ies hidden. The s pirit l)f 1\lozart, 

clou btless fo r reasons of its own, ignored the question how mu\.h o f the Requ iem was wri ttc n 

by Mozart, and how much by Sussmayr. Schubert was more communicative, anJ perhaps 

Sir Georg·~ Gro\'e may be able to coax it ev.;n into jotting down the prin.cip:ll subjec ts o f the 

Gas tein symphony on the s late. 'Dear Cherubino,--Last \Vednesday 1 we nt to s ec the psycho

graphist, ~lr. Eglinto n. ~Ir. Glad s tone's interview wit h the cekbratt-d medi um \\"as recently 

spoke n o f in all the pape rs; nnd so, I am quite s ure, tht: name will be fa miliar to a ll your 

readers. If a bt..' lic \'cr in Spiritualism, you would pe rhaps advise me to send any communication 

o n the subject to Light; ir a di .:5 believcr, y ou would perhaps suggest the f·}·atht'n/,:tr or the 

1 l'ar C;y. But I a m writing to y ou for a special reason. If l\1r. Eglin ton, J tho ught, will 

allow me to call for any spirit, and allow me to put llll)' question to it, I will se~.: if I can 

obtain any informatio n which will be o f interes t to musicians. A happy thought ! \Vhat 

could I do better than try and learn something about the state in which l\lozart kft his 

He quicm, and aboltt Schubert's missing symphony, or rather the one which S1r G eorge Grove 
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s;-~y5 1~ mi...,sing? I han· always laughed at Jtwdilllll~, •tpparition~. l'l<'., ami so 1 <'nt!ld ~··an·• I\' 

hopr tltat tltc spirit~ or tilt' lllighty d('ad \\'t l llld ('(IJIJ(' :tl IllY IHTk ~lllcl Liddjqcr :tud allow lllt' ((I 
~ . ~· 

qm s tinn tltclll. 1 :11t nothing \'<'lllun•, nothing ln '.·t·. l\ ly \\ if• · \\'LJtt wit It tn<', and it \\':t"" arranged 

ll·'t\\'< < n " " th;tt s lw should pari< y ''ith i\ lo/arl, and I with Scl11tlwrt. \\'c ;tll tl11vc· s;rt 1111111d 

the· tai,Jt-. nry wift · aud S(•lf, and 1\1 r. Eglin ton. 1 :;aid, " I!; Scllldwrt ltcTt·? tt f\1 r. l·:glintun I wid 

a ~l:1t0 f,,r a mnmcnt lJJtd('r tltc· tahk; Cl scr;1trlting nni !-'<' \\'as ltcard, and (IJl prod11cing tlte c; l:tt<· 
the \\'nrd ,. .Yo'' \\ac; rh-arly writkrt em it. As am only writing :lll•>ttt lllll'-'k:tl lllattr-r~. 

and al ~o :1 111 afr:tid of tn·~p:t5sing on your \'aluable :;pan·, I lllust not d<'sct iiH' tuinul< ly the 

move ments of l\ l r. Eglinton. 1 will, b0\\'C\'t'r, s:-ty tlwt tltc whole :-tfbir is most ('Xlrannlinary, and 

does not scent at all like a farce or ;t conjuring trick. I\fr. E1-.diuton th<'n said, •• \Viii the c;pirit c:; 

answer (]liCStions ? II The mcss:-tg-e cam<', " }'ou lun•r pm('t'r." 1\ly wife tlwn t0nk the cc..:lebratcd 

Bramah-lockec.l sl;~te. She wrote on it, " l\l o7art, can you tell me how much you wrote (If your 
Requ iem?'' l\ l r. Eglinton ct:rtain ly did nnt sec wltat wa<; written. The slat<. \\'as locked and 

placed on tlw tahlc. 1\n ordinary s lat<' was placed under tlw table, and an answer at once C&llllt:', 

1
' Jl fn::arl r~.;; om• c~( your guides ami iusp,·rrs your /wslmnrl to plf~\·." l m:-tk<· no comment on 

this. "Nnw, will you write down a question? II said 1\lr. Eglinton to me. to(lk a s late, held 

it sn :1s to he sure no one cmtld !:iCC what I \Vas writing, ami althC)ugh I had :1l first hccn t1tld 
Schul>crt \Vas not present, . I th ought r would s ti11 try ~ t HI hold C0111Illllllion with him. At fit·st 

l was going to nsk, 11 I low many symphonies d id vou write?'' but 1 decided on a more crucial 

test. This i " what J wrote , " SC'httbert , cnn you tell Ill<' how many symphoni~·s yo11 wrote 

after the unlinisht'd one in B minor ?" 1 put the slate on the tnblt· empty s idt np.\·anl:-;. \Jr. 

Eglin ton put a crumb of pencil on it, held it under the tnhlc, b11t c;o tltat \\'<' <'ntlld sec part of 

the slate, and could also ~ec !tis hand holding it. In about Jh·c seconds a scratching was hl'ard; 

the s late w:1s lifted, ancJ on it the figure 2. S ome further cxp< rim cnts \\'ere m~alt-, witlt \\ hkh 

I s hnll not trvublc you, but, like l\1 r. Gladstone, I can sny that I was IIlllCh i111prC'ssc·d by what 

occu rred. \Vcn: I now to disCIIS<; the qtH. s tion of psych ography, y nu would prob;li>ly not n·:-ttl, 

s till l<·ss print, my remarks. lta\·c related my intcr\'icw i11 as plain :1nd truthful a man11c r 

as r Jl<..I"Siuly could; :-tnd, indeed, I felt hound lo let you knnw what tonk plac('. lf Sir G. 

Gro\'e is a bclieYcr in Spiritualisl tl, he will perhaps no\~' visit l\J r. Eglin ton and pu h tlte Jll(Jillry 

further. \vas too ns tnn islwd; I ought at once to ha\'C' asked partintl:us of k<'y. plar<\ ck. I 

just add, in cnnc lu sion, that I went to Mr. Eglinton at tlw rcqu('s t or a ~istt-r. and that my 

Pamc w:1 c:; unknown to him. 1\ly si~tcr had obtained an inl<·r\'in\' with ltim as 1\liss .X., and 

my wire :1nd c;t·lf \\'<.'Itt as l\li sc:. X.' s fri<·tHl'-'. - Y11urs truly, .1. S. StltiH.cKJ,, 2~, l\lc·lrosc (~:trcl .. ns, 

\Vest Kt ·n..:.ingt tl ll Park, Non·llll><'r 2jth, 1 ~X.J '" 

Tl:tT<.;Upcl )l :1 showt·r nr ('OJ'J'I •S p <• IHkllC(' rdl 011 

the Fi.,aro he SCI\'-=> :--41 I h;l\·c· rccdvt~cl :1 l;wgc 
"..., ' -

l\lr. J. S. Sl~r·dlock's \'i~it t11 l\ l r. Eglinton, and the 

locked s lak hy tl1 e allcg .. d di t;t·mlu.diecl spirit of 

"C'h<:rul>ino." lSStl(' 11f 

ll\llllht·t· of ClllllllllllliCatillll" in rq~:u·d l•, 

extraordinary all'>\\'("!' gi\'('11 llll th(' nra!IJ:dl-- ' 

Fr;lll/. Scltlllwrt. Tll<' quc·<..:tinn :-t:-:k,·d h\' 

~ I r. Shl'<ll• 1ck wn~, it nta~ lw reC'nlkctcd, 'Sclwlwrt, c:tn ynu tdl llll' he 1\\' mn ll)' symphnni<:~ )'"U 

\\rule alh·r th<.: unlit~ishecl one i11 B minor ? ' 1\nd tilt' r(.'ply ranw nt om·c in tit(' llllllh ra l 
1 :2.' Thi"' reply, iC f;l'llllirH·, \\'ollld tc-nd tn sh•l\\' tlt:1t tlw 1 C:-t ..:.t1· i11 ' c;;ympllony, \\'llleh 

Sir ( ~ coq~ .. Gro\T d<..'cl.-tres i-; tlli-.;s ing, rc;tlly h:-ttl snsm: t·-x i" t<'Jll'c·. 1 m:ty add th~rt l\1 r. J S. 

SIH:d}t~rk·s ltntwur and cll;lr:tcler arc· :$11 wdl klto\\'11 t o 1.><· ah11\"<' suspicioll, tint 1111t 11!11' 11f 



my cnrn..:::;pnn(h.:llt :), many of whom treat the aft~tir with deri s ion, has \'enturc.:d to ~ uggest 

tha t the ::;tnry tt>l<.l is, so far as i\'lr. Shedlock is concerned, not perfect ly bond fide." A nd 

furth c.: r on he.: continues :-" S c.: \·e ral corres pondents e xpress curios ity as to the convt.: rsntinn 

between the spirit medium and l\liss Shedlock, a nd whc.:thcr that lady gn\'e any hin t o r the 

question::; likely to be asked by her brothcr. Other cor rcs ponrlcnts na rrate some surpn :-:;1ng 
1 manifestat ion::>' by !\l r. Eglintnn ant.l o ther::;, but as non ~.: of the !::>e dea l with ma tte rs lllll ::>ica l 

they cannot Ot; qu oted.'' 
1\l rs. Burns, the wife or the c.:ditor of the ll!t'llwm, had anothcl· t.:Xp<:n encc.: wit h 
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Fw. :q. F.:-.act Reprod uction of Dircrt \Vriting on a Card . 

1\1 r. Eglinton 111 1 >..!cemb.:r. The f,)Jiowillg cxtrach frc)m her report are clear a nd t1) 

t hL• point :-

11 O n the fi r st 

i mmcd i:-ttd .Y a ftcr 
appointment, 1\Irs. Burns and ;uwther 

s itters wlln had le:: ft the medi um 111 

member of our s tntJ 

an cxhaus tctl cnndit i(m. 

f,> llowed 

The 
e xperi men t~ were nnt resnrted to at once, but some co ns i<.le rable time was 

conn~r::;atinn. Tlw spiri ts in<.licated their presence on s lates, tak ~.: n by our 

whc..:n pbccd u11dcr t l1e tauk. T hey had also provided '. t h.;mscl n.:~ with cc.:rt.t in 

spent 111 easy 

reprcscn t:-tt i \'<:S, 

CtHT <.:S [ H )IH.k liCt.; 



C:l. Jds, initi:dln l :llld dated, in the hop· th:tt the spirit.;; wnuld be abk tn U"<' thc·m. One 

of t hl·"c' was placed between two s l.ttes, and held in full light of t iH: two pc•\n·rful lamps 

with ' ' hic h the r onlll was ligh ted, between Mr. Eglinton and l\I r~. B urne;, when one ~id<· ,,f 
it wa s <:O\'l' rcd with writing, in reply to a question which h:1.d been pre,·inusly writtt:ll 0 11 

tlH: othe r s ide, un see n by th e medium . Tlw q uestio n was :-• J)o you considcr the po\\'er 

suflicivnt t o continue furthe r to-day? ' Almost immediately, the ca rd was w rit t<:u on while 

IH'l\\'L'L' Il the sl:~ tes (Fig. 24). The in scriptio n is a.;; follows :- 4 ll 't n:t.:rtt that our po;t't'l' 
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F'1c. 25.- Exact Reprod uction of a Direct Drnwing upon n Cart!. 

dor.c; not f'nab/(' us to gh•r y ou a drawrirg to-day, aud we tlrin!..· you had brst tlt:c;cmrtinur thr sitting. 

! lad it 1101 hf'ru f or y our power, J1frs. Burns, wr could not !uw c a•rr"ttn r this. Gond-ln•t. God 

bkss )'Ou.' Ac; the force was so weak, ~~ r. Eglinton kindly nrra ngf'cl :1.nothcr s itti ng for the 

following- Monday ( December 8). ~Irs. Bu rn<; we nt a lo ne. 1t was cad y in thl' aflt'rnnon, 

and th<' ex pe rime nts were conuuctecl in the fu ll light of <by. l\J r. Eglinton ~u~~estcd that 

.Mrs. Burn <; should ask for the mnnift•<; t:l. tion s he most desired. She sa id she wou ld like 

a d rawing on nne of the ennis ; hut the s ubject o f the dra wing c;he did nol spL·ci fy, nor 

h:1d she formed any definite idea s Oil it. The card, du ly initialled, was placed between h<:r own 



s)atL-s, and laid on the top of the table. S he held Mr. Eglinton's hands, and res ted them 

on tlu: top of the s latc~s. Immediately the action of draw ing was heard \vit h the small 

crnmb of lead penci l that had been placed between the slates along with the card. The 

ex periment wns not timed, but in much Jess t han one minute, the drawing was done and the 

card removed. Jt contained an exqu isi te pencil sketch (Fig. 25) of a mnle spir it. In the 

illus tration the only error is in the delineation of the palm- branch which the spirit carnes : 

it is not broad and ]oosc enough. . T he next s tep was to obtain some explana tion of the 

drawing. A clean s late was held u nder the table, and the following inscription, which is 

given in facsimilt (Fig. 26), was instantly gi\'en :- 1 Tire spin~ depicted upon the card is that 

of J'nrtr fnrnd and guide BRUCE, and lite influence of /t:lr. Bu1·ns has allraclrd him htrc to 
sa)' thr ·words 'lral and true' arc specially tiztcndrd f or the fig !Jt your lwsbaud is making f or 

tlw cause.' That Mrs. Burn s mi ght have something more, particularly for herself, Mr. Eglinton 

!tad the good ness to make one more efto r t. Two clean slates were laid upon one another, 

with a crumb of s lnte pencil between. 1\I r. Eglinton held them at one end, while the 

other rested on 1\l rs. Burns's s houldert in full light of day . The writing commenced at 
once, and was completed much sooner than any wri ter could have accomplished it (Fig. 27). 
None of the writ ing is like the caligraphy of Mr. Eglinton or Mrs. Burns. The inscription 

is :-' I I has been said tlwt Trutlz must pn:7.1at1 1lOiwr~!Jstandmg 1/ze opposition to wlu'c!J it is 
somc!J'mrs subjcctrd. And in prccisdy tlze same manner that you and your co-workrrs arc 

npprcss~:•d, so 'il'lll you, !i'kt! tlu• Bruce of old, rise to lhr occasJ·ou . TILe only tlu'ng to g uard 
yoursrlf agm·ust is tlu· too jrtqurnl Sl'lll·ng at naught lite admonitions of those ·who dirl'd you in 
)'Our wurk. 77ttrc are many arouud you to-day pourt'ng blrsst·ngs upon you for tlr£' good y ou 

ltnl'l' done, and though your n:ward may seem slow, t.f t's not fnr )'Oil in ;•our splu rc to 1·rai1.'c 
it. Yuu are a second -- (t he name has been obJi tera ted by Mr. Burns), and as suclz 1('C 

grl'l't ynu cordially. J Vr had hoped to secure for you some personal mrssagr f or you rselj, but 
·we find thr powrr has ban otherwise engaged. Good-b)'C, and m~v those who attc11d you lead 
you to tlze highest l(t;ht and usc'fulnrss.-J. S.' Of t he genuineness of the resu l t~ there cannot 
be the slig htc·s t dou bt. vVe a rc placed in possession of C\'idencc (tf the mos t rc }i;t ble anti 

uniCJUC kind. No artist would ~1ttempt such a d rawing in so short a time. 1 n C\'(;l ' Y 

respect the su perhuman p()wr-r at work is demonstrated." 

One point with reference to Mr. Eglinton's mediumship in 1884 must not be allowec.l to 

escape notice. This is the demonstration of psychography in public on two occasions, the 
first being a t the inaugllra] meeting of the London Spiri tualist Alliance at S t. J ames's I I all. 

After the usual bHsincss of the meeting had been disposed of, Mr. Eg linton proceeded with his 

experiments, and considering the delicate nature of the phenomena, and also having due rt>ganl 

to the fart of its being. as far as I can Jearn, the first time that this phase of spiri t power ha:; 

in this country hcen obtained in the presence of a large pnLlic au dience, the results we re 

eminently sntbfactt.wy, and Mr. Eglin ton is to be congra tula ted on the undou hted successes 

achien.:d. The experiments were not, it is true, as sta rtling in their character as others which 

have been witncs~cd through his mediumship under condi tions more suitable for crucial results , 
h11t they were ncvertlwlcss thoroughly satis fnctory to those who witnessed them. 1\ committee 

of three \\'Cre nominated by the audience to conduct the experiments, those chosen being 1\frs. 

J acob nright (wi fe of J\.lr. Jacob Bright, M.P.), the I Jon. Percy W y nd ll nm, 1\l. P., and 1\I r. A. 
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' Tu;z~t:t Tu.'o 1-Vorlds . 

• -\ . \Va tts. l\Jr. \V. S tainton Most.!s also watched the proceedi ngs, and reported to th e audie nce 

what was going on from time to time. The usual condit ions were o bset·ved, and after the 

laps~ of ;1 few minutes direct writing was obtained . Four diffe re nt experiments were made, 

a ll successfully, the last one t.Jc ing the reproduction on the sla te of a number then and the re 

chosen by one o f the audience. At the concl usio n o f this portion of t he proceedings, Mr. \V. 
Pri tc hard Morgan publicly chaJienged any person, not a medium, in the sum o f £soo ngainst 

£so, to produce psychography under conditions s imilar to those observed by M r. Eglinton. 

Thi s challenge hdd good for a period of three months, from May 5th, I 884. 

Encouraged by the success attending his first a tte mpt to obtain psychographic phenomena 

in public, o n the occas!on of the inaugural meeting of the London Spiritualis t Alliance, Mr. 

Eglin ton soon arranged for a repe tition of the experiment. I Ie proposed to give an address 

on 41 The Facts nnd Philosophy o f Spiritualis m," in the Banqueting Room, S t. James's I Ia l1, 

on Tuesday, May 27th, to be followed by expc1 imc nts in psychography. This was a bold 

s tep, but Light remarked that 11 if well managed and surro unded by proper conditions, we 

do not sec why such a course s hould not be of valuable service in d isseminating the facts of 

Spiritu:1lis m. 1\l r. Egli nton deserves every encourage ment, and we hope he will not f:1 il to 

n.:cc i\·e it hy th e gathe ri11g togethLr o f a large and sympathetic audience on this occas ion. I I is 

s ucc<:ss of la te has been so phenomenal that we ca n hardly doubt tha t the experimental portion 

of the proceed ings will be sa ti sfactori ly carried ou t." The meeting came ofr as arranged, under 

th e presidency of Dr. G. \VyJd. The Banque ting R oom, which will comfo rtably scat upwards 

o f four hundred people, wa s filled to overcrowding. 

The proceedings were opened by the chairman, who, in introducing Mr. Eglinton, bridly 

reviewed his own experience in this particular phase of psychical phenomena, more especially 

in the presence of Dr. Slade a few years ago, and recently with Mr. Eglin ton. lIe dwelt o n 

tht: fact that British Spiritualism had sustained a great loss in being deprived of the services 

of the former by an unjust prosecuti01-l: The gap thus caused had, however, now been filled 

by Mr. Eg linton , whom he considered not only the most valuable medium in this country, but 

as far as he knew, the most valuable medium in the whole wo rld, because he obta ined direct 

writing in full view, which could not reasonably be assailed. Mr. Eglinton then cklivered 

his address, which was fully reported in Light. Mr. \V. Stainton Moses, M.A., and Mr. 

Louis (barrister-at-law), at the invita tion of the chairman, afterwards made a few remarks 

apropos to t~e subject of the address. The interes t of the eveni ng, however, was evidently 

centred in the proposed experimen ts in psychography, with which it was an nou nced the 

programme of the proceedings wou ld terminate. At the request of the cha irman and two of 

the audien.:e (M r. vV. Stainton ' Moses and Mr. C. C. Massey), Surgeon-General \ Volseley, Mr. 

Brinsley Nixon, of the Athenreum Club, and Mr. Stuart Glennie consented to ac t as a 

committee o f in\'estigation, and fortJnvith took their seats at the table (the one used by Dr. 

Slade and condemned by MaskeJyne as a "trick table ") on the platform. A t 9.25 they all 

joined hands, but sat without 0btaining results until 9.40, when various changes were made by 

direction o f Mr. Eglin ton's spirit attendants , who communicated by means of raps which were 

Jistinctly heard and localised by the committee, with the exception of Mr. Stuart Glenn ie. 

fhe changes then made ncccssitnt<:d the re tirement of the latte r gentleman, and Miss Major 

took the vacan t scat. A few minutes afterwards Florence l\larrya t (Mrs. Lean) was caJicd to 
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the table, and the circle, as thus re-organised, was subseque ntly ::. liCCessful In ootaining 

pcrf<.:c tly incontestable phenomena. At 9.51 two slates, which had been previously cleaned 

aud examined by all the committee, were placed upon the tablet in full view of all the s itters, 

one upon the top of the other, a crumb of pencil having been inserted between them. \A/hilc 

jn this position the hands of the medium and those of Florence Marryat were put upon the 

top of the uppermost slate, the rest of the circle joining hands. At 9·53 Dr. \.Vyld, who was 

also on the platform, placed his hands on the top of Mr. Eglin ton's and Florence l\larryat's, 

and immediately Surgeon-General Wolse]cy stated that he distinctly hcan.l writing being done 

between the slates, a statement which was corroborated by the rest of the committee of 

investigation. At 9·54 the usual signal of completion was heard and the s lates were 

examined, whereupon one side of the upper slate was found to be covered with a long message 

from 11 Ernest," one of .l\1 r. Eglinton's spirit-attendants. It was as follows:-'' It gi1.}(.'S us 
g rtal plt•asurc in being able to overcome the diffirult conditions under ·wldch we labour this 

C'i.'rning, ami to assure the audience that, althouglt unseen to them, ·we arc ucz,crthcless present. 

1Vow is the lime to assert J'Oursdvcs, and to band J'Oltrscfz,es together zit good solid 'work. 1Vitlwul 

material aid, how do ) 'Ott tllink it possible that ·we ccut !wing lwmc these truths to those 11lirsling 

for l•uowkdgc?- EHNEST." Surgeon-General Wolselc.::y1 Mr. Nixon, Miss Major, and Florence 
I 

~larryat one after another publicly testified that the experiment had been conducted to their 

entire satisfaction, and that they were perfectly convinced it was an impossibility for the writing 

then obtained to have been produced by ord inary means. In a second experiment the word 
41 Gordon," suggested by one of the audience, was written between closed slates, in red pencil 

(a s ignificant fact !), under similar conditions. The success of Mr. Eglinton's public presentation 

of these phenomena was without doubt complete, and he was heartily congratulated upon the 

result. As a means of drawing attention to the facts of Spiritualism, such meetings callnot 

fail to do good, and l am sure every Spiritualist will gladly accord his thanks to Mr. 
Eglinton for the service which he on this occasion so freely and generously rendered to 
the cause. 



C I I ,\ PTE R X\ .. 

" nROl ·r; liT TO /JOn A·." 

ER IJ ,\PS one of the mn~t cnndusi\'c l>locks of testimony as t11 tlw rl·ality 

of the phcuomclH•tl of psy~hngraphy 1:-:; that whic.:h, \lllllcr tlw tillt· of 
41 Bt-inging it to g ,,ok, ' ' ha s l>ec 11 coll ected and published by ~I r. I I. 
Chnlmondeley- Pennell, late f 1. i\1. l nspl'ctor 1lf Fislwril'~, ami m(ll't' rcrt·nt l_y 

D irector of Commet-cc for the . I nt<·rior, Egy pt, ~111d a \\'d l-knnwn 1/1/crakur. 

a na nw fa miliar 

Genrgc \ Vyld, 

I I c is supported in his testimony by tlt r t'\'idenc<· of the I f111l. ){nckn N<'~·l, 

in the w orld nf letters, 1\l r. Charlt•s Carlton i\la~..;<·y, :1 lx•rri"ter-at-law, 

l\1. n., :m<l tlw I lnn. Percy \Vyndlw.m, 1\1. P. This l'\ l<k'llCI' is pn·:-.cntnl Ill 

its cnlk·ctetl fr;rm ~ s 

opi ninn with 

a :-:imple ~t.tt<:nwnt of facts, as 

tn the rauSl's of their llCCliiTl'JH'<', 

l';trt~, :md \\'itllllllt any ( xprl\:-;~ic•ll IJf 

he_\ ond till· ;ah..;nlult• a11d tlll:tllimnll::; 

Cllll\'iction uJ' th L' writers, tllil.l till' cllcCtS de-..criiJt.•d \\'('J'(' liCit C:lllsnJ hr till' yj..;jhlt- '' phy;-;ic<tl 

hody " l)f the psyc ltic. The l etter~ \\'Cfl' origin<tlly writtvn \\'ithout :111 \' t'ollllllltrlicatic.tl 

between thcse author!-; , :m<.l fo r :1 11)' t~ xprcs'iitlll of optnlon outsi<k the· limit n;unl'd, t·ach 

writer 1s indi\'id ually rcs pnns ihle. 
1\Jr. 1 I. Chnlmnndel e\·- Jll'nnell Oj)l 'll..; til e ..;) mpnswm hy c)J)t' "f tlrt• 11\CISt clt ·a rl\' lllld :tnd 

ltniqtw pien•s of n·idl'tH'c· <'\'tT Jlllhli .:; hc d. 

\\'hen thl' rcn .. ·nt ttw\·cnH·nt of r ritical IIH]lllry into the \'anou" psychical plwnnnwna 

l 1ro~H.II _Y pa!";sing und er tltc nanH.' of I( Spiritua1ism " hc·g;m, I tonk a dt·t p intt n ...,t in its 

progrl's.:; , hopi ng to find in it at lea st a key to ttnl nek tlw lll)'!-okl'i(•s of mut"h "t the old 

world ' 4 occultism ''-to liSe the f,tshionablc cx pressicm in it c; wid~.:st St·n~~.:. made· 

acquaintance \\'ith all the pri nci pal medium~. am~ll'ur o r proft'.:.. ;ional. I went tn ."timrrs 

at their houses, and held sfanrrs with them at my hnuse. Afkr ;:;L'\'eral )'l':ll-~, howc\'l·r, 

of patient and fra nk inquiry f gan.~ the whole thing 11p. N nt IJL'c:tl1Sf' 1 felt snn: thl'n.! 

w:ts no tr uth in it, LHtt because, supp()s ing it to br tntr, ft)llnd it impn-.~ihlc· to /Jr/ug it 
tn boo!.·. 1\ lmoc:;t C\-ery ~o-callt:d " manifestatinn " that pt•rs()n:t lly witnc~~ed was fnlln d tn 

be inconclus i\'t'. The re \\'(1~ alway ~ an , if" or a I I but II in tlw lngical '-;t'(pteiH.'I' c)f f':tct~ 

wltcn hnne~t1y ma1·shalled ; a " mi-.."ing link '' that madl' the ~hain (If c·ddcnt't· \\·nrtlt l<'~~ 

from :t scientific st andpoint. 
I say nothing nf tlw gross and palp:tbk frauds-some puhli(·ly tllllll:t~kcd, ami otlh·r~ 



14-0 

lw~hed up-by which, then as now, ~piritualistic circles we re not infreque ntly sca ndali seu . 

Thrrc a rc, of C(lurse, black s heep in every fl ock ; s till a hundred case~ of imposture, pro\'ed 

or suspccte tl, should not, and to a logical mind woulu not, invalidate the sc ientific res ults o f 

n single bowi fide anu rf'pea lablt• e xperiment. 1 say " rep eatable,' ' because I ho ld t hat a 

sc.litary experience in s uch novel investigations would usually be qui te insuf-ficient for purposes 

of accurate observation. 

There are, of course, amo ngs t diftering char<leters, diftl: ren t deg rees of mental receptivity 

and 11 imprcss ir.na hility." \V hat wi11 suffice for one, pred is posed perhaps to convirtit)n, wholly 

fails to sat isfy a nother whose bias is of a mo re positi\·c o r scc pti r al turn. l am frt..!e to 

confess that my ow n me ntal attitude 1.'lS-il-'uis the wh ole nf the alleged ph enomt-na of 

so-calico ' 1 S piritunlis m " 1s-or rather was -allied to the sceptical. Not by any men ns that 

I did no t des ire-really and s trongly des ire-to bt..! satis fi.eJ that the fac ts, or some of them, 

\Yt.:re as stakd to me, but thtlt my idiosyncrasy- my " psyc hical condition " if .)'Oil p lease 

- would not al!uzl' of my being per~onally convinced without the nwst positiYe, repeated, and 

complete person.d m:u lnr demonst rat ion. And withnut impugning th e moti\'t.:s or 
logic<l l " methods of conviction " pursut::d by others, it may be maintained that in J eali ng 

with phenomena which claim to set nside the recognised laws of matter, that JS a most 

philosophical, legitimate, a nd, might also say, inevitabk attitude for every educated mind 

to adopt : pe rfect openness to conviction ; upon pe rfect ly conclusive eviue nce-and upon none 

othe r. 

f f aving faiJeJ personally to obtain such e\•idt..!nCe, the 

yean,' inn~stigation was a men ta l verdict of· 11 Not proven · " 

book. 

resu lt of my three or four 

cou ld not bring th e thi ng to 

And yet now, after an interval of nbout a decade, and rather owing to the result of 

accident tha n intention, lind mysdf in a position unresen ·e<Jly to re\·erse the a bo,·c 

judgment-l 11.\\'1·: IIROUGilT n TO uooK. And, what is mo re , I am sa tis fi ed that 

the snme lllHkniabk e\'id('nce '' hich was ava ilable 111 my case I S accessible to any one 

in a s im ilar rr~nne of mind, and wil li ng to take the necessary steps to in \·estigate for 

tht..!nbd \'es. I ndced, the intcre~ti ng testimony of Mr. C. C. l'vl as:;ey, the H on. R otle 11 N oel, 

Mr. Gleu~tanes, and others, ~ how~ tha t 1 am o nly one of many t o recognise the almost 

unique character, for the purpose of syste matic and rigorously-tes ted ex perime nt, of the 

p henomena in <1 ues tion : l refer to the psychogrnphic, or s late-writing ma nifestation s, produced, 

so far as my LXperie ncc extend~, with unequa lled regu larity and reliabi lity thrnugh the 

nH.:diumship of i\1 r. \Villiam Eglinton, through whose kindness l ha\·e had opportunities of 

witnessing and 

the hnuse <,f 
criticnlly observing these s late -writing phetwmcna 

1\lr. Eglintnn, and three times at my 0\\' 11 house 

S lX 

and 
times-three tim es at 

on no one occas1o n 
has then· lH . .:t·n a failure in their product io n. 

The ~onJ it inn.., of m J ex peri men t s and 

gi\'C. them somnr lwt 111 dclail in order that 

argument) :-

their result~ we re a':l l~,llo\\'S ( l a m obliged t o 

nothing s h;tll be u n11tted fJf importance to th<.: 

1. Thl' ~ ittt-1 :.; \\'cre IIC\' CT h:ss than three nor more than live, nh .. ·d ium indu<ktl ; a nd 

cumpri !:led seven d ift~ · rent nH..: n nnd three dil1~rent 1atlies-a11 olu personal frie11d s of 

my own, and who, with one exception, had nevt;r seen .1\ l r . EI;?Ii nton Lefort:, 



I II 1 • t It n ·e 

time m 
S<'ClllO':" 

hrt •<td 
lamp-light. 

at f\J r. 
dadi•-rht . ~ 

1 ·l' 

Eglinlf"\n's h •IJ't.: \\'Lre 111 c~wh Cl"t' lw1d durin~ tlw \\ hok 
:1mt the three ;-~t 111\' 

. 
II J 

. 
If\ fllll 

3· Exc('pt in the fir~t '-t'ililtr t/u t•uh• s.ltrft' .... · u.;~ ·d htli't' IJ<'t'll w.l' o;l'''· h ·u~ht 1)\· IHnw'f 
"" . . ' 

marked ('-'igned I by myself, as wcJI a:-. ll\· the 11ther --itttT~. :tlld llt'\'t'r taktn (lllt 

t~f their paper wr:lppt'r Ill' ;;hnwn tn the mnlium or to a11y one· <"l·w, lwtwn: ll the 

tim<.: ~~r purcha~e and the Cll11\J\H'JJCt'lllCllt uf the St,.trJin·. 

·I· In th·c out of tlw stx .o;lantt'' intclligt'nt writing hac; been produc<·d ltd\\'1'c·n the t\\'n 

slates, prc\·iously free fr0111 marks, plncetJ in exact juxt:tpt~;;;itinn, one nn tlw top of 
the other, and it•boJ {wtlz Zl'tTt' in i:·t'cil' of all 1/u· ,.;.rflc'J' .. .::. 

j. T he slatL·s \\'Cre usu:~lly held between the medium nnd the right-hand ~ittl'r, hut 
sometime::; also l.Jctwccn the mrcli11m and the left-hand ~itter. 

o. During the sh s/aJlcr:; wntmg \\'as obtained when the sl:ttvc; \\'('J'c' htld ,,,. :llHl 

betwee11 fh·c diflerent sitters ;md the medium. 

-;. The ~btcs were nen~r at any time, during either of the o;,·(mn·s, taken :1\\':l,Y from 

the table by the medium or hy nnyonc else, exn·pt 011 the fir~t occ:tsit.'n, when fl)ur 

slatvs were employed, al1d tlwse not actually in u::;c \\'c..:n: placed for cnnvcnit·JH'c· 

on a ch1fi(mier within reach (\\·itlwut the medium (1uitting- hi.;:; plac•· at tl1t'' tahl<-). 

:111d where the slates still remained in fuJI \'iew of all. 

S. The s]aks were in\·ariably carefully clearwd, in full view of nil, after (::wh manifn·;t:~tion 

-sometimes by the mediu m, sometimes by the sittt.:rs, snmctimcs hy the sitttTS first 

:mel by the medium aftPrwanl~. nnd S'1JHetimec; lly the 111cdimn lir..;t and hy the 

si tters afterwnrds. 

9· T he cleaning was d0ne, when at the medium's lwu:=:e, witlt a mobt spnn~'\ and the 

sJnte rubbed hard :1nd thoroughly 0\'Cr :1ga111 with n dry 0flf' ; :'ll\d at my iH,usc, 

once by a damp sp0nge (mine) ; once by a silk pnl'kt't han<lkcrd1ic:f d1:r ; ;111d • •tH'<' 

h.r the medium's pncket handkerchief, damped tlwrt· and tltcn. 

TO. T he s la tes were all exact pairs, fitting accurately ,,·hen pl:tn:d nttt' nn th<' <tth,-r, 

and were in C\'ery expcrinwnt scrupulnu:::ly nml watchfully kept in that pnsiti,,n, 

r 1. A fresh pair of slaks \\·ere used nt t·aeh .-:,·(mn· ; and with one cxcepti11n ( wh<'n 

they w~re kept hy 0ne nf the other sitter~) l han· them all still untnudwd, with 

the writing upon them. 

12 . T hP inst ru men t of \\'rjting was in each case a minute ptece of c;Jat•· l'cnCJI, :lluotlt 

thrce-sixkenths <~f an inch lnng, plnrcd bct\\'e<'ll the two slatt.·c;, The sl.tte pcnri) 
n~cd was in three inslann·s supplied Ly the nwd ium. and in titre,· bv lll)'~t·lf. 

1.3. ,\ S0\11H1 a5 of wri ting 1)\· slate pencil \\·a~ di!--tinctly :~udilJic 111 ~·n·r ,. t'a:-.1·, 

p roceedi ng, appnn:ntly, fr1.'1ll l•c-l\\'CCil the slate~. and three slight tap.;, ~b if with 

the poin t of the pencil , at the fini.::;h, indicating that the: \\'ritin~ \\as rumplc:tt·d. 

q .. [ Lo<'a)isatinn of sound being extn·mely lhfiicult, I gi\·(' thi~ cddctH'I' a~ t'PI1atcral rather 

thnn direc t. Its force 15, h o\\THT, greatly added tn in this c;-~:::.e by the 

synchronous db rat ions of t.he slates cnrrco;pond i11g \\'ith tlw d\1 r:tt io11 of the 5;c•und. 

Th1·s,· Wl re di~tinctly felt and pointed out at the time in mnre th:m ntH· in~tann·, 

an d ,,·ere St.:\'l'l'nl times noticed in the case of the final '' t;1p~.''l 



'T'wtrt T;wo lf/'or/ds. 

1 5· The small p1eces c,f pencil a lways s howed such marks of '' wearing down " at the 

side of the point as would naturally have been produced by writing at the usual 

angle. 

1 G. The writing was in diffe rent ~t hands," and of very different s izes, as nlso of vanous 

degrees of nen tness and of le ngth- length, that is, of the u message " or wntmg 
produced. Once the entire s late was completely covered in a small running hand, 

and the writing fini shed off hy a circular 1ine su rrounding the whole. 

17. \Vlwt was written was invariably intellig ible and properly expressed ; and when in 
:1nswet· to a f]UCs tion was always germane to such question. 

1 S. In the case of the long message.~ ( 1 6) which was s igncrl tt J. G.r' J asked what was 

the fu ll name a nd that it mig ht be giYen. Tlu's <t•ns immrdintrb• donr, ·whilst I 

·was lwldtilg onr cud of th(' llt•o slain> tngr./!ICr a/Jo"i'l! the tnbl£', bdwecn the mcd/um 

and 11~\'Sl'!/: The name thus written-a double s urname corresponding with the 

j nitbls -\'c ry peculiar in s pe lling, and a lso uncommon, was perfectly well-known 

to me. 

On anot her occasio n I asked that the figure 2 might be written, which was 

also done, the slates a t that time being, as I ha\'e said, in full view and lying flat 

on the upper surface nC the table, one exactly on the top of the other. 

Now rcfcrri11g to the writings described abo\'e, under paragraph 18; if, in spite of the 

rigorously severe precautions observed , the re could remain any reasonable possibility of the 

s lates lwing tamp<:rl'd with and the writing produced by the employment of chemical or other 

analogous means~ the circums ta nces that on at least two occasions the writing was immcdriztr(y 
produced i11 lht form nf nnswrrs to ;,'mpro111ptu dcmmuls nr qucsti'olls from IJ~l'SC/j, would 

cflcctua lly dispose of such an hypothesis. 

The argument is clearly unanswerable. And looking at the whole o f the actual facts 

\'C r ified-·not once, mere ly, hut over and over again- and at the s tringe nt conditio ns under 

wh ich the experimen ts were conducted, can it be denied by any candid mind that the 

e\· iclence fu lfils the description predicated-that it is condusi1'c ? 
11 PerfL'ct openness to conviction ; upon perfectly conclus ive evidence." That is the 

(strictly philosophical) bargain as be tween Demonstrator and 1 nvestiga tor. The Demonstrator 

having fu lly and completely fulfi11ed hi s part, it remain s for the Inves tigator to frankly fulfil 
his. Tlwt 1 accept the position without the slightest hesitation or resen'ation, this letter is 

the best proof. Furthe r, 1 have submitted these pheno menal facts to several eminent men, 

scienti!:>ts, chemists, and conjurers, and, granting them to be fact s, no one has been able to 

sugges t the s lightest " feasible n explanation or clue to the mode o f their production. 

"But arr tlu:J' (facts' ? That is the po int!" 1 hear some o ne say. Well, 

e ither they are facts, or else the senses o f nine diffe rent persons, o f both sexes, on five 

different orc;-tsions, under changed conditions of light, and in varying circums tances of 1oca1ity, 

must have conspin.:d to play them false; must have s ig nally failed to perceive and appreciate 

that which ought to ha,·c been s imply, easily, and palpably per ceptiLle and appreciable by 
the mo::; t ntdimc11tary intelligence. There is no escape from the position except Ly a 

poin t-blank chall enge of the accuracy of the s tatement of conditions premised :-

11 I say your slates were not bought nnd marked as asserted ; or, if they were, they 
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w er e nnt n:ally th0se used at the ~c{mccs. J deny that a11~· writing wa" t:\·(-r, Ill 

f;1et, produced upon the lll, or if it was. it was put there lu·fon· tlw s l at~-.;; w• n· placed in 

pos it ion. lt 1s u~cless to a ssure me that tlte s late:-; \n:rT alw;ty~ li r~t nf :11l 

examined; your ey es, which co uld ~cc the writing on the m plninly t'llHllg l t aft•,, wc·n: 

c\· iJcnl ly incapable of scing it bcfon:. \ \ ' hen }Dll assc.: rl tha t the.: whuk of thL 

s itters' h a nd~ , medi um's included, \\' t: n.: in cn .: ry c;tsc in fuJI vi t'\\' whilst tltc wri tlllg w~ 1 ;-; 

goi11g on, tha t 1s a nothtT ins tt1 nce of opl i\·a l dclu s i{' fl . Tl w sound ~~r '' ri ti 11g 

co rres po nding with the ,·i !Jrntion uf the s lntc ? :1 trick of the imagination. \Yell 

thc11, if in s p ite o f a ll )'P \1 will obs tinately pers ist i11 adlwring tn ynu r al>~tml pr<~JH'" t l l o l ts, 
.)'<HI ll! Wi t be ( p:trdt)ll the itupnlitenc..;s), but y ou rea lly lli iiSt lw all lu na t ic~ t•r liars or IH.Ith! 

St i11 Utlsik~tccd ? Yo u ~ay that i f I lik(• tn take sotlw litt k -n ry little trouhk 

1 can sec the same things for m\·:;;clf ? tt- 11 you th a t if I did ~ct· thun ~huu ld 

mis tru st my own se nse~- the thi11g is on the 1'<1rc r> i' it itllpo..;sihk- a1H1 hu\\'cn.·t· :-;impk, 
oln·ious, a11d condus in· til L' ocul a r denHJnslraliun yo11 pr•lJHHc·, I cnttld 11nt, :111d, in such a 
cas1·, \\'Oll ld 11ot hclie \'l' Ill)' {1 \\' tl ~· n::-;. " 

\Yell, the n, my dear s tr, o r I l l \ ' dear m:-~dam, if thal re:llly be so, l Clll nnly say that 

1 a m s incerely sor ry fur you. J\ s it is o n ly by tru~ting, withi11 <'l' l ta irt wdl dl'liuccl limi ts, 

to the gu idance of the senses nature has giYl'n y o u that t ile bus iness of your cxi~tence is 

carried o n in th e wo rh.l that you arc ronscious that the re is a \\"o rld ; that y<•U ll:1n:, in 

s ho rt, ally proof that .1'0 /f arc, at all, yon are really lu bt: pitieu ! ; \ml a s " pity is ak in 

to 1o,-c," I again affcctionntcly in,· it c.: you to recons iuer the libel y ou haYc it Hlited agains t 

your mvn facu lties, a nd to by them, jus t fo r o nce in a way, fra nkly and f~..:ar lcssly, upon 

the s imple- alm os t chil c.J is h ly s im ple-propos itio n s ugges ted. 

\Vhc.:thcr, ho we\'cr , y o u will or wi ll nut take Ill\' addcc, as~crt tn you that the 

con d itio ns of the pract ic:t l c~qwrimcnts I ha\·c (kscribt:d a rc: a/Jsoluk ; tha t thu·{' is no JoPplu}le 

Or Cl'<.' \ ' i CC k ft f<•r lll\:1gillillg fraud ; a ll d t :l~~C l't rurt h<: r - l itlliting th e ~~ S~L'I'tiOil l(l lh<: Stric t 

sc11se of til t: w ords- tha t the results of thc:-;e <·x pcrimcnt ;-; condus i n~ly establ ish t il t-· e.xi .... tt-nn .. 

of some o h.kcth·e, intell igent fo rn ·, (":-tpahk· or ad illg t•x te rnall v to l ht: ll lt..'d ill ll l, ami Ill 

contran~ntion of the recogn i ~ed laws o f matter. 

I\lr. C. C. I\lassey, f , A lbert l\lansions , V icto ria Strcd , S.\V., l<•gcthe t wi th lhc 11nn. Rodeo 

Noel , a rc the next witucsscs :-

"On the.:. afternoon of April lOth, ISK-t. , mc.:.t l\l r. l ~ udt·11 Nod l1y appnintllH·n t :1t i\ lr 

Egl intnn's rooms. \Vc.:. s a t for some t ime with but in<lifll- rcnl s uccc.:.ss , get ti ng h u t a \\'\.1rd <.• r 

two written on the u ppcr surface o f a sla te clasped um.1crucat h and aga ins t the table I')' i\1 r. 

Eglinto n with his right ha nd, his le ft joined tn my left 011 the table, my r ig ht h:"lll d w ith both 

f\ l r. Nucl's . Of course a single word, UIH.kr perfect kst condit ion s, would be as coltt l usin~ as 

a volume ; and as I was thoro ug hly sat is fied 0 11 this , a s o n a fo rme r occasion \\ ht·n ~ ~ r. Eglin ton 

was a t my o\\'n roo ms , that the med ium Jitl nu t h imself write t he w ords , ti H.: phrasl: •• i tHl illc rent 

s uccess " mus t be tt1kcn, s u fa r a s I <utt runcernc.:d, to rc f\:r only t<.1 the.:. qu;111t ity of the 

phe no meno n, and no t to its quality. N o r was l\ Ir. Noel at all db~ntisfi cd ; but .1s IH· ~at o11 

my right, and the med ium s left han<.l wns s lrc.:tchcd across to grasp 111)' left hanJ, the a rm ralhc.:.r 



inkrcc:ptcd f\Jr. Noel's v1ew of f\Jr. Eglinton's right hamJ as it grasped the s l;1tc. So that as 

to these s ing!<.: words, my testimony must, I think, l>e taken alone, anll fur wha t it ts 

\\'Orth. 
'' '1 hen.: was a pile of l\1r. Eglinton's own slates upon the tal>le, and it was a l wC~ys upon one 

or other o f those that the writing was obtained. Of the two t ha t were used , I cleaned one, after 

it had l><.:cn wdl wdtnl, with a dry sponge, myself, on bot h s ides ; the other I saw ~imilarly 

t i"L'atnl by l\1 r. Eglin ton. or course 1 \\'atched to sec that there was no ll llObscrved change ol 

s late, new did 1\ lr. Egliuton ri ::lt: from his scat Juring the sc·anrc, eXCl'pl onrc, to write down a n 

addn:s!:) I had g i,·cn him. 1 t w ill IJc lltH.k:rstood that we sa t in broau daylight. 

'
1 \Vc noticed two f;H.:t s, one of which, certain ly, could not result from any vvl un tary art 

ur the IJH:dittlll. This was the luweri ng of tht: temperature of the hand wh ich hdd til e s late, 

ju~ t l>t: fore a11<.l nft t: r the \\Tiling. The other fact was tin.: cessati() J1 of the soun<.l of \\"rit ing 

when i\1 r. Eglinu n broke th e co ntact of his h<1nd wit h my own. 

"l\lr. Eglinton now laid one of the two cg ual-size<.l slates ( 1 0~ inches uy 7~) Hat upon the 
o ther, the usunl !:,C rap of pencil ueing enclosed. Both s lates were then, as l cart:fully a:;surt:d 

mysc.Jf, perfectly clean on both surfa ces. I Ic then furthwith, anu without any previou~ deali ng 

with th em , present ed one end of the two slates, held together by h imself at the othl'r end, for 

me to hold with my left hand, un which he placed hi s own 1 ight. I cl aspeu the s lates, my 

tln1111b on the frame of the upper one (~ inch), and three of my f1ngers, renlhing a l>ou t fo ur 
inches, forcing up the lower s late against the upper Olll'. I Vc th'cl no/ hold t!te stale;;; uudcrllratlt the 

table·, uut at th e s ide, a littl c l>dow the level. i\"lr. Noel was thu s abl e to observe the po:-,ition. 

~lr. Eglinton hdd the slates fir!llly tog(;ther at his end, <lS l can ns~ert, becau ;:,t: l pa rtku larly 

observed that there was no gap at his eml. 1 also notkcd his thumb on the top of tltt: s lates, 

and ran ::lay thnt it rested qlli te quietly throughout the writing, which we heard nlmost i111mediately 

and cont inuously, txcept whe n i\1r. Eglinton once raised his hand from mine, wheu the sound 
Ct:<t!:,ul till C(JJltaLt wa::; rc:s lllll t:<.J. 

11 \Vhcn tlw thn:e t;1ps ca n a: , denoting that tht: i mcs!:>age' was finished, i\1 r. Egli n ton 

simply rcmon:d hi s hand fn>1 11 the sbtes, leaving them in my left hnnJ, also qu itti ng con tact 

of hi s other hand with my kft. I took orf the upper sbte, aHJ we saw that tht: in ner su rface 

of one of them-(which, I ca nnot positi\·ely recollect; perhaps l\1r. Noel, to whom I ha\'e 

submitted this account, may supply the omission)-was covered with writing ; twenty lines 

from Clld lu t:lld Wri ttt:n frol/l the mcJium, and one l i11e al ong the ~ iJe U)' the frame, t h~ 
1 Good-bye' on the other s i<.lc The w1·iting \\"as in straight lines across the slate, al1 the 

lcttt:r::l ~ ia nt i ng from kft to right. I 11()W give the wholt: lllt:~sagc :- ' Ire s!wl/ be nw:;t ;;lad 

lo co·oJ)('ralc w/th you ill Clll.)' rxpcn'mcnts )'Oil 111a_v can: /o enter upont or lo t111 Sit'Cr any ']ucslions 

propu11ndcd lo• you ami ) 'OIIr friclllls. Our purpose in JJwmjcsting t's as mudt to aid tiz holll'::,t 
lllfjllt"l)' as it is to IIICJ"C~V d eiJIUII .... tralc Oil I" po·wcr to write ltlldcr c.rrcptional COIIditz'ous. II r(' find 
J·n th e almosplurl' colt~tantly /J t'ri1mlcd by our presence mon.: scope fo r 'tl'orl~ than iu ) 'our rooiJI:;. 

Th rrc i('t' Jl/(~l1 no/ at all t/mcs !Jt' surt uf our po;pcr to maniftsl. LEs E~PRns MEI>IOCRE::, CONtl.\1\JNrNT 

t1oHtH N.\ IHE "l OUT c£ t.}Ul l'.\~St: LEUJ< I'Oin£1·:, accord/n!> tv l~odufoucau!d, but we arr' lurppy to .c:a /hat 

~uc!t i:::. not the case ·witlz yvn and )'our friouls. Guod-l~l't.:.' One circullls tanct: :-~ l>uu t t ilt: writ iug 

Oll th b ~late b t() he l t:lllarl\ cd. lt Ul'gins auout an inch from the lop ; from the uotlu lll it is 
continuLJ along um.: ~iue (one line), and then then: are three li nes in the space at the top, writtt:n 







'' llr01~t;hl lo Jlool·. " 1.15 

Ill the n nr-;e direction t<J t h;1 t of tlw body of tlw message·. The· :thility tn prnduc,· th{' \\ nttllg 

m :my din ·c ti<~ ll is thu s shown. T he \\Tiling is fl owing, c:1sy, ;1ncl with n di~ti11< t dl:tr:u:tc'l', 

.1s that of ;111 u lurated pe llll1;lll . I to(lk tltc s late nw:ty \\'ith me, nml it j.., no\\' in my p<•~'i\'-;"'ii)Jl. 
1

' l am as satis ll cd that these fa cts Of'C\.IITCd exactly in the matmtT I lla\'t· statt·d ;,.., I ;un 
th:-~t the words on this paper :-~rc of my own writing." 

------

1\ l r. H. N ICll Noel, spC'nking of thcsL cxpcricnccs1 says :-14 Every word of thi~ nrcoultt I :tm 

able to cndorst·. I\J )' ,·mj>rcss/on is th at the writing was on the luwcr si.Jk. bllt ••f thi:-> I ~'Ill 11nl 

su re. al~o fail to ~ce ho\\' thL pl1y .... iolngical condition test ified to hy 1\lr. :\)a ... sc·\· f'1111ld lu· 

produced nt all. I cqually fail to "l'C how lhe me<.li11m, ,,·h il c his thuml> \\';ts 11hs< r\'nl IJ\' 
" 

us to be s tationary on tlw fr:nne, cuu ld himself ''ri te '' c.;lakful of \\'Clrds in n·,·,·rsL' dir, ction .... , 

th ose at ti1L sides IH..: ing ;1t right ;1nglc~ \dth, am! tlw~c at the l'IH I I wing t"p~y-tun y l•1, th11•w 

on lbe body nf t ill' s l:1lc, cn:n had 111)t t he other ronditions a:s hen· related pn .. ·c lud('d ~ul'lt a 

possibility; for he nnly touched the slate \\'ith on<' hand. l may add thnt, i11 till' •·:1rly p;trt 

of the st(rurr, as on a former occnsion at I\1r. 1\.lass<:y's rooms, and on hi!:5 own slatv, we 

obta ined wri ttcn :1nswers to our own questions, anrl these coulJ not have been \\'rittcn prc\'iously 
on the sla te." 

l\1 r. l\J asscy mlds a note to these remarks, and points out that as writing by the medium 

himself at the ti me is absolutely out of the question, there arc only three other ~oncc i ,·ablc 

suggesti ons as opposed to occult agency. 
11 One of th ese must .s uppose that a change of s late was cfrccted, unobsu·\'l'cl by us, at the 

!:1s t mom('nt, one alrl'ady written upon bt ing s ubs tituted for 0nc of those just hl'fill·e ascert:1iued 

to be clea n. .As to this, I ha\'(~ only to repeat what I said in the i11troduction to my tr:1nslation 

of TraliS(('IId''JJial PI~}'Szcs, th at whi le some all owance must be made in e\'cry arun111L for 

defec ts of observati on and memory, there is a point at which suc h defect ::; would uc ~o gross 

as to be in con!:5 is tent with ord inary sense and intelligence, and at which, if pruhal,ility is to 

be our guide, it would be more rational :1t once to di spu te the -;•cract{l' of the wit11essc~. Tlte 

second sugges tion is t hat of concealed writing brought ou t by heat , \\'hich it h:-t r., OLt n said 

may be supplied by the hands. One has only to look at the sJ;1tc penci l-writing tn laugh a t 

this su pposition. Nor could any heat be obtained, except upon the little ddachcd ~urfaces

perhaps one- tenth of the whole-represented uy so mu cll of our fingers as would br in contact 

with the under s urface, while our thumbs pressed on the fr:1mc of the upper slatt '. .A nd the 

wntmg is uuiformly distinct. T he third s uggestion, which would question our 4'tn10~l', we 

must lc:l\'C to the judgment of others." 

Dr. G. \Vyld, a witness alrc;tdy referred to, is also clear and to the point 111 his 
statement of fact s. 1 lc says :-" I ass isted in washing and cleaning four sbtt·s. l\lr. Eglinton 

then began hy holding ~ slate IH:Im<' lhc fl ap of th <' table and clost·ly prcs:-;ctl ;tg:linst the 

flap, the us ua l crumb of slate penci l bein g on the sla te, when, on my asking the question, 

' S ha ll we obtain infonn:1tion as to tl H· snurrc of S0llH.' recent mec.c:.agcs? ' til<' \\on I ' } ~ s ' 

wa s writlcn. I\lr .' EgJintnn th en placed the sl.1. tc 011 !ftc top of tlu laMt·, :md tlw hit of 

penci l be ing placed thcn ·on, he con. red thi s sh1tc with another. li e then pl:1cc.·cl his 

r ight hand on a corner of the upper slate, (11\d I, taking his h:ft hand in h0lh of mine, 
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prc::,sed the three lwnd~ lirmly downwards on the slates. Almost immedintcly \\'C heard the 

\',Titing going on. The time occupied seemed, to both of us, to be about one minute, and 

J therefore expected to receive only a sentence ; my surpnse was therefore great wh en 1 

fou nd the s late covered with fine writing from top to bottom. \Vc read the com mnnication, 

a nd, l1nding it unfinished, Mr. Eglinton took another slate, and held it by one corner close 

bdow the nap of the t:~bt e, while I held his other band. Again we heard the busy 

writing, nnd then the three taps indicating that the message was fini shc:cl. The time 

occ upicd wm; agam about one minute, and again we found the s late covered vdth \\'riting, 

the Jnst part of tltc message being carried all round the slate next to the frame. The 

first sbte, as I have s tated, was on the top of the table, under my own hands a1Hl eyes, 

and although the second s lnte was close below the flap of the table, it was yet held in 

ils position Ly the lingers and thumb of Mr. Eglinton's right h~u1<. l only, which were vi sible 

to me the whulc time. I therefore assert that these s lates were written on by an occult 

pruccss, and of this 1 am as certain ns 1 am of my own cxistctlce. Jf furthe r evidence 

were required, it could be found m tbc fact that the writing on the two slates was 

completed in auout two minutes, more or less, and that on experiment I find it takes about 

twenty minutes to copy it in quick writing." 

The symposium is closed by the testimony of the llon. Percy \Vyndham, M.P., of 

·~-+ , Hclgra \'c Square, S.\V. I k writes :-" On the 23rd l\lay, iSS-+, I had a sitting with 

1\J r. EgliHton for slate-writing. My son accompanied me. \Ve sat at a deal ta!Jlc, in fuJI 

das I ight, 1\l r. Eglin ton oppo~ik to myscl f, my son bet ween us, to my left and to 

1\Ir. Eglinlon's right. The sla te was at firs t hclJ under the corner of the tab]e between 

my son and I\ I r. Eglinton, by the pressu re of the fingers or 1\l r. Egli11ton' :s right and of 
my son·~ left hand , both their thumbs bdng on the upper :surface of the table, and the 

wrist a11d greater part of I\1 r. Egl inton's hand being vi~iblc to my so n. l\'1 r. Eg1intou's 

left hand and my son'ti right wt:re joined above the tablt:, and my two hand~ on theirs. 

To th<: u:sual question, 1 l s n ll)'O ll<: present ? ' the reply 1 Yes' was written. At Mr. Eglintvn's 

:sugge~tin11, my son took a ckan slate, and going into the a<..ljoiuing room, wrote a question 

on it, a nd left this slate in the adjoi ning room. The purport of this ques tion was 

unk110Wil to tHy::;dl' or to J\lr. Eglinton. A s]ate was held as before. \Ve soon heard the 

!:>O\.Illd of writing, nnd on looking at the slate, found the piece of pencil at the end of the 

last letter, a~tJ the writi11g was in this and in each other ins tance n .:\ 'ersed from 1\1r. Eg1inton, 

the tops of the letters being towards him, and the writing as if written by a person facing, 

as I mysel f \ras. The answer to my son's question was as fullows :-' I Ve cauuot tell, 

as --' (givi11g tlw initial and surname of a d<:ceascd fri cn<.J of my son) 1 is not lzt'rc.' \Ve 

thl'tl pul two slates togdbcr, Mr. Eglin ton anJ my son pressing them oil the upper surjatc 

uj the table 1i1 full 11t'etv, \\'hen the fo11owing message was writtl:n \'cry audibly and with 

grca t rapitl ity :-' MY DEAR SoN,-1 a Ill 'l'CIY glad to be able to arct•pt the uj>j>urtttJII~I' t!!Jordl'd 

me of d/ctut/ng a messagr' through tltc guidt.•s of ll!r. 1.:t:lt'nlo11, but .vou Zl,/1/ belt'czte me 'Whl'IJ 
1 ."i(~v l am w·wrtlu:kss prtscnt in sj>ti·it. Then: /s much 1 'i.oou/d fiA'C to Sl~Y tu you, !Jilt 1 
must dt:fiT d a/1 unt/1 1 get ::;tronger to colltmmn(·ate !/trough tl11s (~ic) means. }our father 

send::; )'0 11 much lm1£', as due::; your qfj(Ytt'unate muthl'r, M. F. \VYN11ll.\l\t.' Stops anJ cnnuna:; 

arc plan.:d a~ in the original. Being uncertain as to the initials, and as to who the writer 
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purp111lcd ln he, l\\'1} f>thcr sl~tk~ WC'IT put together c1n tlw Ulhl<-_ and 1111 Ill)' ;,-.l,ill,l..! f.,r tlt .

nnme i11 full, 1 Jfan' FimJ~\' ff)·ndht~m' was writtt-n imml'fliatl'ly. I tltt'll ;t ..... k< d \\lt:tt \\:'" 

the lt;ltlln~ of her dea th, and tlw rtpl,\ \\"il S i111mcdia tdy written, 1 ·'"ddrn' (,·,•r'l'< t'l). the ll 

~ .;;ked if they cou ld tell me the 11 arnc of n rdati\'L' of min l' whn kHI n·t't·ntly ~"'•lilt' tq 

Lt 1JHion. '1 he rt: pl_y wa~ itll!llccliatt:ly '' ritt(' ll, • /]/11nl.' This rlos<:d tlw Sf't7m't'." 

One· \WlUiu han· thought th:1t thi s tc"Li111nny \\':1<.; ~ood c·nough, fair , llt~llgh, :lllcl ~o 

,,!Jy jl)u .... ly impartial , a" tn ~atisfy nTryhndy. It did no t, lt t~\H'\'c r, sali'-'f)' f\ Ir. H . t\. l'rnt'l~tr, 
, J( A~ll,il'lt·rf..:_;r·. lu th:lt \\"n~ ld}' he de l in rc·d him~df "f n choice c;pecinH'II of '-=Cit·ntilic 

bigiJtry :111d intolcrntH'c', wnrth) c•f that ' ' woe " tlenoutH't•d of nld 111) tlw llyp••t'l'it<'"' ,, ho 

shut up the Kingdom ,,f I ka ,·•·1 1 (of kno wl edge) ngain.:;t men : or \V(I( untn yuu, ~crih(·s :ltHI 

Phari~C'l'" • hy pocritc·o:; : fur yc lll'ithcr go in ynursch ···--. ll(· itlwr sum r j'<.' tlu ·m tll:'lt :11"1' 

entering to gn in." I It: S:l id : tl nrlllgiug 1.1 to nool.· i ~ ;11) :ld\'( lli~<'llll Ill of a :\1 r. EglintHil, 

a (so-c:tllcdJ '1\kdium,' which \\'<' decline to for\\'ard or furthct hv taking :Ill\' more IJntic(' 

of it. Professor f{:ly Lankestt~r nn cl Dr. Caqwntcr would be the fittest J H'c'"~ pl c· to dt·al willt 

this prr~on in the o utset, :1s l\ lr. Flo\\'ers, at Bow Street, \\'Ould he at n ~uhsL"qncnl st:1gc 

of the proceedings." Now l ha\'C quotctl a block of C\'idcncc or th (' li r~t nrdcr, :lt:. 

" plainl y worded, exactly clescril>ell,' ' :1s c \·en 1\lr. P rocto r's l\~llou•lr,tf..f!c h():'\Slc:; tn lu•, 

Ullitnpcnc JwuJy authentic~tetl, too, hy the ll:llllCS of lhC g-entle men whn ohS<T\T<l whnt they 

ha\'e r ecorded. This evidence establis hes ~:; a scientific f:~.ct wh:1t l\1 r. PrtH'tnr t l 111~ di,lllis~es 

wit h the air of :111 Inquisi tor d<' :lling wi th heresy. I l c 1-; mnrl' do~ 111:1 tic t h:1n ;1 medi~l'\'al 

priest. But the priest was at lc:1s t in h:1rmony with his age : the method adoptu l hy 
l\1 r. Jlroctnr, on the co ntr:lr}'1 is one singu larly and e \·cn ludicrously llll:ltlapt(' d to tlw t o tH' 

of nwdcrn thought. In this matter f\ Jr. Prnctnr is :1~ fn11li sh ns lte is c·an ·k~s arHl ~l cwt"nly 

in his s t:~.t ements respecting other matter~, and e\·cn "hen h is '1 ron.- nrc pninkd o11t lw hns 

no t the s trnightfo rward hones ty or g race to make a ny apology. 

PcriJ:~.ps J mny he permit k d to :~. del here n rc'p"r t of some pet'11liarly ~.tti ...;factory 

l'X Jll'l'i C' IH' l·s of my Cl\\'11. I hncl on::1.~10n lll 1\ngu~t, ~ ~~·L~ , to ;11Tan~e :1 <;.(Tit·~ nf !'pc·t·ial 

,c:.t'tmn·s fr1r a frit·nd (f\Ir. Quintin I 1--), with f\ lr. \ V. Eglintull. l~l'~i,fl-s J\ lr. 11-- :lnc l 

lllJSt..: Jf, 1\lr. E. 1 )aw<;nn I\og('r,;; (aln .. ndy fn <J ll(llt ly lll t·ntic.ncd 111 tlwse p:1gc s) \\':1~ prc·~•'llt 

:lt rnur of the s ix .C:.t'tliiCI'S I alll :11mllt to di'St' riht•, and I am n ry p l t ·a~r·d to hc• p( rmi tlt:cl 

to ]WL'S<.:nt his a<.lcled testimony. 
\Ve met on C':ll' h oCC:lsiun at ten o'Llnck in the morning, and i rl\'ari:~.ltly ncntpicd tit (' 

snmc p(ls itions (for the di:1grnm 1 mu~t n ·fc: I the ru tder to p. I OJ). 1\1 r. Eglintfltl snt at 

r, f\ l r. ll-- at J, myself a t g., and l\lr. Da\\'snn l{ ogl'rS (n r \\'hO('\Tr LPIIk his plan~ oil 

the 1\\'0 orcnsions when that ge11tlcmnn \\'as nl>se nt) :1t /1. It \\'ill he Ilnticcd that 

l\1 r . ll-- sat fa cing the mirror, :1nd so placed himself that while he could. 111 thl w:;ual 

manm:r, l'bscn·c c·\'L' rything m fro11t of th(' medium, he IJ:J.<l a lso, thank::. to tlw m11 r,,,., a 

cnn~idc rahl y extended range of \'I S1111l. 

The s urrou!Hlin gs and conditions nbscn·ed ;t t thcc;c ~umrts I ha,·c already fully tlt-~eribt ·d 

(chap . .xiii. pp. 103-9), and in rending the minutes of thc<.:c Lxpu·imr·nts, I mtt !-- t ;1!--k th:1t tht·c;e 

dl'lnil s be I HJI'Jl e Ill minJ. 

l . .'. rpc n'm r 11 t 1. - \\·c seated ou rsc 1 ,·cs as s lto\\'n Ill 1· ig. ) 31 p. I OJ. T \\'n ~I:J.l< s \\'< l'C 

clean ed, care fully c .x ami ned, and securely t i<:<.l to"cthc r I:) \\ iL!J t w ine I a Cl'lllll h (If :.1 illt:-P' 'II t'j I 



hdng placed betwee n them. T hey were le ft ly ing on the to p o f the ta ble, a nd never o nce 

passed from our s ight. \ .Yhile they were thu s in full view of three witnesses, the re was 

heard the smHHl of writing on the m in response to a request made by Mr. H--. The sound 

w:-~s a rapid tick, tick , a nd was dis tinctly audible to al l of ti S. It was n ot, howe \'Cr, 

continuous, the 11 t icking," though very ra pid, hc ing disconnected-jus t like the sound hea rd 

w hen n teleg rapl1 ins trument is working. Fig . 28 is a ful J- s ized facsimile o f what we found 

written on the u nder- s urface of the top s la te. Vvc the n obser ved that the c haracte r o f the 

writ ing l'xplained the pecu lia r , d isconnected sound (ICcompa nying its production. The time 

<.>ccu pied W(IS t\\·cn ty-fi\·e seconds . The message contains one hund red and twe nty wo rds . 

Expcrt'mt ut 2.-0n anothe r occas ion , after e\·ery precaution had aga in bee n ta ke n, a nd it 

m u5t he unders tood that this was in variably d one, tlw t ll'O slalt•s wert plarcd l~ l' Jllr. Eghitlvn 
oli Jlfr. 1 I- - ':; rhair, a}l(/ that gcut/cmau sat upon them . In th t.:se ci n:um sla ncc.:s une of the 

slaks \\'as fill ed by the fo llowing message-nine ty -nine ,\·ords-the time occupied be ing fifty 

second s. " ! Vc do uo/ 'Write this as a mere proof of our power this 1/lorniug . l Vc arc 

sCl!J'citous that you s/10uld no !auger retain a wroug thcOI)' as to lite nature nnd qualt{y of thr: 

intdli,grnrt at worl.:, and thcnforr: write in the m ost emphatic mmmcr that we arc (!J:,embodied 

spirit...;. / I ud moreover, to prozre this we beg to tell you that we are accompmucd by a rclath1e 

of y ours , who sa)'S Ius uamc is Ferg uson, and that ft c hopes to lwl'c tltc power of writing to y ou 

direr!, 1l'ltcn occasion offers. ON NE CII ERCH E POI:-\T A P ROUVER l.A L Ul\[}ERE." Mr. I I - - was 

lll1Sctt led in his mind as to the nature of the fo rce a t work-hence the apropos alJus ion in 

thi s message ; indeed, many apt and p ointed a n swe rs to questions put on the s pur o f the 

momen t d uring these seances we re s trong proofs of the s pontaneity and genuine ness of the 

writing, e \·e n suppos ing that the precautions t a ke n to e nsure the s lates be ing free from pre pared 

w ri ting had been ine ffectual, o r that w e h ~d allowed the s la tes to be changed. In refe re nce 

to th is la s t point I may remark tha t due precau tions 'Yere ta ke n by three patrs of eyes to 

mnkc sure th<1t this was not d one. 

L.,_,j){.'rimcnt 3.-1\lr. Eglinton rose an d placed the s lates hdd in h is right hand on the top 
o f I\ Ir. 11-·~ head (Fig. 17, p. 107). I\lr. Dawson R ogers and myself, of course, saw 

en.:rything, hu t 1 was mentally regretting tha t l\1 r. I I~ cou ld no t d o so, fo rget ting the mirror 

in front o f him. lt turned o ut, howe ver, tha t he had a full . vie w o f e \•cry detail a ttending 

the wriling between the two slates w hile so placed, and he afte rwards wrote on the back 

o f the slate :-~~ H eld over m y head, in full vie w by a m1rror. I held le ft hand. I\ I r. Eglinton 

held two s la tes in his right, l'vlay 24th, 1 884 ." 

l:..~rpert'mcnl 4 .-\Vithout consulting the medium, I had brought several diffe re nt coloured 

c rayons with me, and be fore t he s lates were tied· 1 inserted be tween them a crumb of s late pe ncil, 

and mor sl' ls of red nnd yellow crayons. \ Vhe n the s lates were tied and placed in positio n on 

the top of the table, Mr. II- was requested to choose the colour to be used. l I i ~ c hoice 

was red crayon and s late pclld l. U pon this the wri ting commenccd
1 

and \ VC a ll di s tinc tl y 

heard the scra tching noise which accompanied it. S udde nly, h ow eve r, this s topped, anrl ther~ 
e ns ued a pnuse of about the sa me leng th o f time as tha t during w hich the scra tching noise 

had ht.:cn heard. The n this was res umed , a nJ again a nd again were alterna ted the sound o f 

wrili[)g nnd the pnusc. U pun unty ing the s lates in due course, we found on e of the m full 

of w r it ing in a lte rnate lines of s la te pe ncil nnd red crayon ; the scra tching we llcnrd was 
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Ftr.. 2S.-Fnc!!imilc of Direct \Vriting obtainC'tl in Broad n:~ylight. 

( It should be stated that aflcr the a\Jov~ message was ~iw·n, it w~s 111 some part~ ~c<·idcn t:~\Jy rnbhcd and 

rcndcrctl indi stinct. 1\s :-\ cons«'qucnc<.•, the cngr:wcr, in t r:H:ing the (irt:l'k quotalion, ll:ts rr'rHlunl a ft \\ <.f th 

le tters i ncorrcc-t ly.) 



caus~d by the JWncii, the apparent c<.:ssation Df writing Lcing L'\·idcntly due tu the use of the 

coloured crayon, \rhich on a sbtc would of course l)(,; noiselc~s. The slate pencil nnd the red 

crayon were f<mnd tc• be \\'orn du\\ n by usc; the ydluw crayr1n was just ns it \\'as when placed 

bdwecn the s i:ttes. Tltis experiment is \'ery suggt:st i\·c in many ways. I regret I ha\'c 

hct.·n unable to gin· a fars/mik in colcJurs of th e message tlten gin~n, but after long inqniry 
ha\'l~ l1l·en unable tel find a process adapted to my purpose. 

L~rpcrimt 'lll 5.-This, the last, \\'<IS indeed the crowning pnll1f of the serlt'~. A single 

s late wa s tak en and a pk-cc nf pencil put under a tumbler (sec Fig. IS, p. TOR). Both 

were tlH.-n llrOllgllt untlcr the table dose to the cornL'r, the top of the ttnnok-r heing presscJ 

against the under surface of the table top, held there hy the slate Ill l\1 r. Eglinton's 

2) 6~ y~G~-~;-
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Fu-:. 2<). Direct \\~riting obtained undLr an lnvcrtc:d Tumbler. 

right hand, his left being joined to that of 1\Ir. I 1--, \\'ho also clearly obst.~rYed both fc<.:t 

of the llll'dium, thL' latkr 11nt !:ljtting "::.quare" with his side of the t.:tblc. Sool\ we 

heard tlw S(l lllld of \\'riting (:itT Fig. ~9), :1nd 1\Ir. ) 1-- a!Sked permis::;it,n to look under the 

table. Thi~ wa s grantnl, :1nJ lte ~ays :-" f Ji:::.tinctly saw the las t word bei11g writtt·n \dth 
the CTlllllb nf {H'Iltil, \\ hich lllq\·ecJ \\'ithout any \·isibk- cause from the right, after the sylbhlc 

'di' was \\ritt<-n, to the k·ft, in order to complete tlw \\·nrd. l t then stopped, and fell u11 the 

las t s troke of the " ·urJ. The tumbler \\'as in position closely pressed to the surface of the 

s late.'' It \\'iJJ, of course, he undt:rstood that Fig. 29 .simply rcpre:scnts the positicm d[ 

the writing :1s exccuteJ under the tumbler, nn<.l i ~ not intcnJed as :1 firrsJinilc. 
l\lr. E. ll.twson l~ og<.:rs is good enough to say of these :;t·i111a ..... :-" I \\'as present at the 

sc'tlJ!a:s I, ~. 3, and 5, and ha,·e much pleasure in testifying that l\'J r. Farmer's n·conl of \\'hat 
<?ccurred un those OCGl.!:>i•Jns is strictly accurate." 
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The suceess of the l a~t case, in which the \\'ritin~ \\'as :1ctnally sc<'n in cour~l' of (':\CCtltion, 

indun·<l 1\Jr. Eglintnn, whi) h:1s :1lw~tys taken :1 li\'t·ly intt:rc~t in the de\·dnpmL'nt of hi~ 0\\11 

p owers, to make praetkal ex]kTiment:-; with a \'iew to rq~ubr ly obtaining simil:lr n:~tdts, a11d 

he h:1s always wi llingly l'•)-operatcd with ;tn_y earnest inquirer in fu1 thcring dli11·ts tu this , nd. 

i\ case in point came tn my 1w tice while tl1ese sheets were passing thruugll the pn::-;s. Dr. 

ll erschell (l\ I.D., Lond.), and an amateur conjurer nf gn::-tt ability, whose interest in Spiritualism 

is of many )'L'ars' s tand ing, after some satisl:1.ctory sltmas held during the latter half of 1885, 
specially designed a slate for the purpose nf developing direct writing UJH.Icr condition~ which 

might possibly al11JW, in due course, of the writ ing being seen while being r'x~cutl·<l. Fig. 30 

is a drawing of the s late, which measures I 1 ~ inches hy 9t inches. 0\'er one surface a tltin 

board is screwed, to one end of which a frame is attached. In this frame, ancl eo\'eri11g a 

portion of the s urface of the s late not screened by the thin board, slides a piece of rulJy

eolollred g lass. The space under the glass, as far as the obsern~r is concerned, is absolutely 

dark, and yet a piece of pencil, if dipped in luminous p:1int, is perfectly \'isible~ :md any 

111ove ments easily perceived. 

An experiment \\'as made with this, Dr. G. \Vy ld being the Hrst to obtain successful 

results . I le sends tnc the following account o f what took place :- 11 I took with me to Mr. 

Eglinton's a friend, Mrs. M--, who was anxious to obtain ad\'ice as to the condition and 

treatment of a dear friend. She used her own sJates, viz., thin metal book slates \\'tthout 

frames, so that when closed the lea\·cs were in contact, ancl I used two of my own slates tied 

so tightly together that 1 could not insert the thin blade of a penknife. 1\Irs. :\1-- ha\·ing 

placed " crumb of yellow chalk pencil bet ween the lean:s of her slate, they were pressed in 
close contact to tltc unJer surft1ce of the flap of the table, the ncar edge being visible to us. 

\Vc then, ll a\' ing n1l jo ined hands, he~u-d the sou nd s of writing, ancl when we opened the lca\·cs 

o f the slates found yellow chalk \\'riting, not only at the end of the slate next 1\f r. Eglinton's 

hand, but at the distant end :-tml across the slate, and the writing contained apposite replies to 

ques tions put lJy 1\Irs. l\:1--, but unknown to him. 1\ly t\vn closely tied slates were then 

used. Thcsl' we held above the tnblc, in the air, and we heard the sounds uf writing. On 

examinatioll, after cutti11g the s tring, we found both of the s lates co\'ercd with writing from top 

to bottnm, a 11d containing apposite replies to two question s put, om· hy myself, and the other IJy 

1\Irs. l\1--. Our third experi ment was one which, l belie\'c, has seldom been successfully tried 

before, and ncYcr with the slate used. \Ve rcmo\'L'd the glass nf Dr. ll er~chcll's slate, and saw 

that there was no writing on the slate floor, and, havi11g placl:d tl1creon a crumb l'f slate pcneil, 

and a question \\'ritten on papc1·, pl aced face downwards, under the CO\'cred portion of the 

slate, we reinsert <.:d the glass lid, nnd wh ilc we ri rm)y pressed the fr,uncwork of this apparatus 

to the table, \\'e louked through the glass lid. \Ve heard wri ting going 01 1, but \\'C co11ld not 

sec the mo\·cmcnts of the pencil, as the g lass was not suflkiently tran~parent ; but on 

remodng it \\'e found a message pertinently replying to the ques tion put by t\Trs. 1\I--. 

This was an interesting c:.:perimcnt, and seems to indicate that the day may not be far dist.wt 

when through a more transparent glass lid than that used, tilL' writing may be w~1tchcd as 

it pruccc c.Js, and thus afford a crowning evitlence of psychography." 

Mr. Mair-Rolph, of Bcaufidd, J et·scy, bears emphatic testimony 

communicating intelligences in a long letter which he publislt<.:J in the 

to tilL' identity of the 

columns of Liglrt. lie 
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had sc\'ct ~ I sci:rJJa$ with l\1 r. Eg linttdl under th<.: mo~t al>solutL: tt:::; t cond tt inns, a nd pusscsse::; 

sen.: r:t l ::;la tcs on wh ich C!n: \\'rittcn messages which he is al>lc to identi fy as in t il<.: ha nd writing 

of a <.k .. ccascd son. 
1\l r. F. J. Col lingwat>d, F.G.S., has ~ l so put on record a st·(w a that may a pprupriatdy 

close the chapter:-
" On the 7th J anuary , 1885, 1 paiJ a \'isi t \\·ith my wife and two nieces, r.. J i ~scs l\Jary 

;:m d Lizzi<.: Johnson , to 1\1 r. Eg l i nton, for experiment s in psy chography. 1 may pre mise tlta t the 

conduct of 1\lr. Eglinl<m's sc'ancc:; is SfJ well known that l forbea r tu enter in t•) familiar 

detai ls, such as pos ition a t the ta!Jk, the lwlJing o f the 5late, d e. , d e. Sen .:ral CJ liC5.t ion s 

\\'ere put by us ;)JlJ replied tu \ 'Cry pc.:rti nenl ly in each C[I SC, a ft<..:r \r hich 1\)rs. Cullingwood 

wruk a ques tion, ou t 11f ou r s ight on the Brama h-lodz sla tt·. ;\ bit of pencil was tlwn 

d ropped in. the s l;1l<..: lucked, and th t...: l.;ey pbccJ up(Jn the table 111 s ight of us nil. T he 

sl ~t tc was hd d Ly l\1 r. Eg lin ton anJ l\ l ary upon the tu p of the table. No reply was 
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FJG. JO.-- Dr. 1 Icrschcl l':. FctlL~tl',lkd ~late. 

immecl iatt.:ly obtained, ~11 1<.! the s late was left upun the ta l>Je. I produced Ill)' own 
book-slate, already t ied, auu it wa:-; held Ly 1\l r. Egli nton under the taLlc. The :;tri ng 

\\' .IS remo\'ed frcm1 it wh ik ~u hL·Id, l\1 r. Eg li11ton's left hand being gra :-;pl·d l1y tlwt 

of l\lary, and a !::>l'nknre was writte n. llcre \\'e nwde an <: xp<..: ri mcnl \\'il h the intention, if 
pos=:,ibk, more t·umplctc..:l y tu exclude lht.: l thought reading' clement. we11t tu the bookcase , 

placed my back agninst it, and took a book nt r andom. l\)ary wrote on a s late th e.: numbe r 

of a s uppo!:lcd pagL' known on ly tu hersel f, while Lizzie wrote the number ftf a line on 

the Hnknown page. T he book was put l>y me on the slate containing th<.: n umbers, strict 

rare Lcing t ,1 ken th:lt it was not scl'n by any body, an<.l ht.:IJ under the tabk by both 

l\ lr. Eglinton and 1\ l ~try , a reques t !JL'i ng made that the line intl icatcJ by the IHltll L lT might 

be.: quokd. T ht.: following was \\ ritlt.:n :- ' There i ::; no such page as 59 in the booA·.' On 
ope ning the l>ouk it was fou nd tha t the pagination bcg·au at 6 5. The mnnl>cr chosen /md 

hl.cll 59, and the f u rtll !:> uf thL' figures \\'L'I'c..: t'.m dly iJII/ta!t:d -a lltan ifestly t.:unclu::;i \·e <tnswc.:r! 
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i\lr. Fgliltlc•n, •·111hndying an rxprf' sc:;<.:d wi"'h .. r 111111<', ;,"kt·d wlH LIH r · Erne<..t ' \\'11\lld gt\•' n~:; 

:111)' hint .::. :1<:; to tilt' further d('\'l'lnp lll(' lll of ' pmn r' in 111} nic ·Cc''• and :1 IIH '~':lgc· c)f <Ill<' 

llundrrd and Olll' \\ nr< l::;\, appositt'l)' an swering tlw qu1 ~tirm, \\',1c:; wriltcn \\ ithin t wn "d:ll<'S 

IJ,-. J.I j,y i\ Ir. Egli11lf•n on tile ~ll0ulder nf 1\lary, her kmd ;,l::;o grac:;]'ing tlw ~l:ttc· ~111d f•llc 

of hi s t\\·o h;md ~ that held it. Tlw writing wa .::. n ·ry dist inctly lwanl by 0ll J•r•·~•'nt in 

tl1i...; rxpc ·rimtt1 t, :1 ' in tlw ntl\('r.--. Tlw l· •ck<·d sbtr, h:l\'i11g r< lllilitwd ttntoul'IH d 111 tlw nw:mlinw, 

w:1 c:. ag:1111 t;d~cll 11p frn111 tlw t:1ld<· l•y ~lr. Eglinltlll, :1nd lwld hy him :111<1 Ill\' nice"<" aho\·t• 

the t;,hlt•. \\' riti11g- w;,s hc•:1rd hy 11c:;, ;111d nn tlw ~bt<' hting np•·n('d, a l''·rtiJ li'IJl :lll ... \\'1'1' 

tn tlw \\Tilkll quc"li(lll \\':1" fflllll•l. l .yin~ inc:;idc th<· s lr~tc w:-~s ll11· pirrr u( .;frt'n.:.: that had 

lu't'il rt'llllli'1'rl from n~ I' 

l\T r. Cnllill"\\'0nd 
~ 

s6m((' th l slatl'llH nls 

th.1l tJH ir liH'Ill'i<'"- :1.:; 

ridin1Jr ,ll ..,, 

bool.·-'lall·. '' 
ft1rtlwr t•xpr<.':' .... <'S ltitn <.:o<.·lf as h.1 \· ing honw in mind thrmlgh .. ut thi"' 

put fon\:-lrd }ly l.abnudwn·, l\laskclylw, and t1lh{·rs, and t'nnsid• rc:; 

tn htiW thcc:;t• wri tin ~s :lrt' prndtl c't d :11'(' ahsol11t«-ly lllll<·n:lhlc, if not 
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NO\ V comt: lo se\'(: rnl ~ases which appear 

:Jct ion of some mind out::>idt: or that of 

to indic:1te \'Lry dearly tile 

any perso n \·isi bly present, 

i.e., eitlrcr the nH.:clium nr the s itters. The rases qnuted are repn.::-;cntatin: 

of a class, and, did s pace pcnnit, there are lll.lllY s imilar ins tances which 

could he add uced. 

The firs t ts one n:cunlt:d by l\l r . C. C. l\1:-t s:--ey, wl1nse c\·idt·t l CL' IS 

t'OlTCJh,.ratnl l•y 1\lr. I I. }. 1 lood (ktrrister-nt-b\\'), and tl ll' J l u11. Roden Noel, :-t il <~f whom, 

except l\J r. II uud, ha \'C l>n'n pre\'iously referred to. 

On \V<·dnesday the ~Jnl 1\pril, t 8~tj, 1\lr. Huden 

md at l\I r. Eglinton's rooms for a p~ycbograph ic sl'llll(l', 

of til<' <'II IHiit i 111:-; under which the writing- wa:-; ol>tnincd. 

Noel, l\I r. 1 I. J. ]} (.JOd, and myself 

1 shal l not gi\·e ;I minuk acconnt 

Suffice it to s:1y that \\'t' \\'ere 

:dl thrt'c 'jllitc :-'a lislied that any SliiTL·ptitious agency of the medtum, ch~111gc of ::, lat< ·, etc. , 

was 11t1l of the <jll<'stion. The s pecial int ~'rc:->t of tht: phcnunh.' llnn centrcJ in the fa r t that 

the writing purportt.d t') r')nw from a li\·ing pc:r:::;nn, with a desc riptin: but otherwise 

an"ll)'llltllts s ignat11rc. \V(' :-;a t for alH.Hll an llnttr witlJ11\It a ny resu lt, the medium C•)m 

pbinillg of a strange :md unplen .... ant inf1lH'lll'l'. Tll l'll tht: writing callle :::>lH .. klcnly, and with 

a rush llf f'prce. The s late bcincr slowlv drawn ou t from l>cneath the t.:dP'C o r the table, was 
I 0 -' 0 

S(:t' n to lw ro,·crcd with writing in two entirely Jistinct characters. The llrs t part consisted 

of t \Y('llt)' lines, closely written, lmt \'cry clc,lr a nd JcgiLJe, the formatiun of some (Jf the 

kttl'rs hcing pc.:cn li;u·. The secfJtHl part (!:><.'\'en line;-; and tht: signature 11 Ernest ") is all 

that I can tr;tnscribe fm· pul_,}ication. It 1s as foll nws :-11 1/ .. e lull'£.' jnJrposc(J' gt'w11 ujJ to 

tht· 'il'nkr IIIC f )Oit'(T f~( !;i-:.1/llg yuu tlu~ tonmwl!t'ratt'uu, lml "il't' t!o not llt(c::;san'/y cmlor~c Ius 
s/aklllt'lll" or lu:.;. a!wsr'z•t'llt'S-:>.-El~:\F:-.T." In fact, tlw upper nH·-:;~agc was of an extremely 

~ca111 blotb l harackr. On the lu lluwing day, the same party were p rLSt:IH, and again the medium 

complai lll 'll ur the inl1ucncc uf the day bcrurc. A Ill:\\' manifestation \\'as in store for llS. 

1\lr. Eglint(lll hadng laid one slate upun another un the tabl e, and bot h his h.tnd::; up<tn 

them, in sight of us a ll, became much :-1gitatcd (physically) and, after a s pas m of unusual 

force:, withdrew his hands, and the upper slate being remo\'(:U by him there w:ts SL·cn up11n 
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the lower one a letter. The CO\'er \\'(1.') ll Ot nddressed ; it \\';l ") opened by rd r. I l(l(ld ( wt. I 

s:tt next the medium on hoth d:tys), a nd the contents , written in red ink, on a pccu li:tr 

sort of parchment, \\'e re forthwith read out by him. \\'hat dcgre<: of P")'Chologic:l l inttn· ... t 

the ll'tter posscss<:s beyond th e, to me, lliH.Ioubt<.:dly gc11uiu <: m:llli fc-;l;ttiull (I f l\l1. Eglintcm's 

own Jncdittm~hip, IH:ty be the subject of curious speculation. Scarcely a '''<:ck bcfort>, I had 

written a letter or :1 \'cry pri\'illC character to n friend in P:tris. I wrot<.· it alnlle in Ill)' 

o w11 roo m, immediately fastcnul it up, and posted it mys<..:lf (wi thout anytiJlt' d!-:.iL' h:t\'lllg su:n 

it) the same afte rnoon. Thi:s letter had, somehow or <1ther, been rined of its n·rkd c1 ,nll:nts 

(m.: ,·er rcpeat<·d hy me tn nll)'OIH: ), some of which were lite ra lly quoted in inn·rtL·d c:uiiJJlJa-; 

111 the h..:ttu· conung as l ha\'L desc ribed. These pnss:tgcs, taken ••u t of the <.:'«Jtlt(':o\t 

in which had written th <' lll, wcn. wn\'eH iuto a ve1 y ccn soriuu~ l"(• llHllllllicatinn. Tht· 
postscript wa~ of ~ peculiarly lllill ic:iouo.;; character, n:ferrir1g tq '>lhe r conlidc •J llial <'nrn:sp11nckltn· 

of 111ine of a n:ry ddicatc ' :tlld personal ll:lt tll"l'. I 1\IU:-, l own tll;1t thi~ p.trtintlar .;;hut took 

t: lll:r t, and l':lllst'd lll L' rw small embarrassmen t and annoyann·. But .t!-i ~m Utlsympath<. tic 

public might he more likl'I V t<J laugh than to condole with me 011 the s ituatiun, I s lwll ~:1)' 

no mnn' a1wu t it. These ' 1 confidential letters to fri ends,'' we \\'erc told, c ndd b~ further 

appl·:lled to "if found IH.:cessat·y." The letter was subscribed in a s imilarly gcner:1l way ;1s 

the mcssage of th~.: prc\rious day, though by " another " writcl', with the same dc:;criptin: 

des ignation. Noth ing was said in the Jetter about the mode 11f its tnmsmission frum the wrikr 

to the sc{lllcc-room. I ha\'e i\1 r. Eglintun's written assurance to me, in rc ply to n fnrmal question 

I addrcssed to him, that the lette r in question was seen for the firs t tinll: l>y him -;elf "hen 

it WaS prr1UUCeU to US1 and that it Wa S JH.: \Tr1 t O the best or his l>die f, in hi s possessiun. 
11 Its Jppearnnce,'' he says, "was as nw ch a surpri se tu me ns it was to j'(>u, allll grc:tt as wa~ 

the nwnifcstation, the mnn·d of the 1ettcr and its contents ovcrridt..·s all pre ,·intJ ~ ex peri<.:tiCL." 

Of ct~urse I wrutc nt once to my frit ·nd in Pari s to ask if he had shown my letter. lit · 

says : u Ynur lette r t () m<.:, which .Y"tt ~ay was quoted at Eglintou's , w:t~ rect· i\'l d hy lll l in 

the morning, was read by me then. The boy took it at the door and handnl it :u:ross the 

h;-tll to me at unce. I was tl!c first person who opened it. I did nut show it t11 any•HH.: 

else, nur did ;-tnyonc clsc read it or hear it read." The wlwl<.: phl'IJ <J illcllll ll IS ' cry 

inter<:sting and cunous. I\1 r. Eglin tun, is, perhaps, mnrc likely tha11 Slatk ln rt~nvin ce 

some who are new to the facls . For Slade, though hi s power w;1 s ;-tlllwst unf:ti li ng, was 

res tless and talkative at hi s ~t(uu:cs, and so we heard a good deal about the 11 l4llljtlrl'l'':-; 

patter," and about nwvemcuts suggestive of possibilities of jint'S.'\c. I knnw all that t 1J haH.: 

been unfair ; it was just the nwn's temperament ; still, it was provoking. \\'ltcn·:ts 

l\1 r. Eglin to n is uniformly quiet nllll composed; he J oes nut IWJ\'e about ; he d"''S 1111t 

chatt~r; he docs nothing, in s hort, which rnn suggcs t to the most wary ol>~en·er tile 

s uspicion of a design to distract attention. 

This ens<: seems fairly complt-te, r1m1 ts s imilar to tbe incident which 11Ccurn. d \\ itlt 
1\l rs. Chl'dh:tm during 1\ir. Egli11ton 's s tay i11 lndi:t, when a letter was ab(' rilkd of it~ 

contents; hut the twx t in statH·e rar ries thc argur11 cn t a s tc.:p further. It is rct·nnlnl l >y 

I\Jr. D. 1 I. \Vilson, I\l.A., of 1\. tJ~eutunt, ll ytre~, Francl' , and is n11c .,f tiH 111 ,,:-.t <.:ctlllplcte and 



t'Oil\'illl"illg C:< l ~l"!:) nr till ki nd witl"l which 1 a m acquainted. Tht..: Si'f /J/(c' louk pl ;JCC UJI 1\ lol!llay, 

Janu:try 5th, 1 0t>5, :111d th e.; ,tccuuut was written itnmeointely after tile cutH.:lu::;iun o f the ex perinH..:tJt. 

The s/anrc was held in daylight. There were present, bes ides mysc lt~ my wife, nnd the 

m~...:dium, one other person only, namely, my ~ister, 1\lrs. Arthur Kimber, of 3, r~ oland Gardens, 

South Kensington, S. \V. After having obtained writings within the Brnmah-lockcd slate, in 

answer to n question written by myself, secretly, therein, and also within 1\Irs. \Vilson's own 

book-slate, and after having obtained a large slateful of writing in about ten seconds, whils t 

the slate was on th e top of the tabl e within view of all present- phenomena familiar to mos t 

in\·estiga tor::;-the medium sugg~sted an experiment to prove that the inklligcncc displayed in 

the writing was outside of the knowledgt: of the ex perimenters. lt wns this: Il e gave us four 

s trips of ekan note- paper. Upon two of these Mrs. \Vil son and 1\lrs. Kimber wrutc two 

CJUCstions (secretly), folded up the papers, and handed them to me. I wrote (secrt tly) two 

questions on the <1ther two strips, folded them up, nnd s burtled a ll the four pieces of paper 

together in my banJs undernL·ath the table, a nd then 1\Irs. \Vil son withdrc\v one of th em at 

hn.zanl, and placed it un a clcnn s la te with a small crumL of pencil. The medium, whu up to 

this nwment fro n1 the commc..:ncement of the ex periment had l>ecu !Standing before the window 

with his back to all of us, approached the tablt..:, and raising the sa id slate with tlw thumb and 

forefinger of ltis right haud, hdd it, jointly with f\·lrs . Kiml>cr, under, and close agains t the 

flap of the taLk. The sound of writing was hcnrd at once. \Vhen it ceased l\ lr. Eglinton 

handed til e the !Sb k, on which appeared by the s ide of the s trip of paper the word 11 .J[unday/' 
in answer to IllY question containcJ in that s trip, 1

' \VIwt day is it to-day ? " 
It should be nott:d that :- 1. The medium, from first to last, did not Luuclt for au t·n ~ tant 

any of the papers after we had written upon them. 2. Only one person (myself) knew that 

the question an~wered had been put. 3. Nom.: kne w what question the pnpcr drawn Ly 
~1 rs. \Vilson at ha.zard contained. 4· The answer A!onda,y was written on the upper s urface 

uf the ~l:ltc, on whicf1 re~ted also the chosen strip of pap~...: r. The c.::rumL uf pencil used had 

been pn.:viously marked by mysc.:lf for th e purpose of idcntitlcation, nnd b~fore th e experimen t 
ltad 5harp facl ts, which after\\'nrd::; were slightly worn; the said cr11mL of pen cil rc!:lted on the 

last stroke of the " y " of the wurd Afonday, and the writing, as in all our previous experiments, 
was upside duwn, in relation tu the pos ition of tile medium. 

It will occur to the rende r that this cxpcrime nt, so far as it was intended t o prove that 
the knowledge .;!town in the p~ychographic phenomenon was no t derived from the minds of 

tlt e experimen te rs, was not com plete. AJthuugh no one present- no one in the world-knew 

\Vba t quest ion the paper chosen conta i11Cd \\'hen it w.ts Leing a nsw~: n.:d, yet unc of us, Ill.)'~~ )(~ 
lwd been conscious of thnt qtJestion a few JllOillents previous ly. ln other wonh, the inquiry 

onj;inalcd in the mind of one of the four individuals who took pnrt in the experiments. 

~1 r. Eglinto11 kindly offering to try any further experiments to demons trate the action ur 
an independent (that is a fifth) mind, I suggested that we s lwuJJ cndcavo11r tu ui,Ltin Ly 

psyc.:: lwgra.phy an ext ract from a closed IJook. Accordingly l\l rs. KimlJCr wrote on a ~1.1 tc the 

l lltlll!K·r u f a fO~l' •· I\1rs . \Vibun the number uf a lint, and it remaineJ fur lll L to clwo::-.e the 

b.JO k frulll w!Jirh l\1 rs . \Vibuu'::s line uf I\1 rs. Kintl>cr' ::i page was to be writku by p::,yc.::hugrnphy 



J~i 

011 tlw !-'> lak. For this l•llrpll::iC, witlt l'lust·d L'j'C~ . I tuuk n IHt<d.: rrottl 1\Ir. Eglint~t))'s ..,,,,ln.:--, 

\\'llich lwld ~thout two lnlltdn:d \·ulutt\1":-;. .\ crumb of pencil was plae<.'d lljl"ll the slat(: Ptl 

which l\ lrs. l'i111bcr and ~ Ir·s. \\'ii='>Oll had \\'ritlcn the lllllllhc·r of tlw p.tgc nnd litl• 1\:"-I'Ldinly. 

J\ ~~ t'llttd ~l;tk n!' ( :·.:trt l.' tltc ~· tilt< :-.izt.: and fo rm \\';lS pbrt.:d o\'LT thi~ (IJit·, :t11d tltl' b ... ,J~ 

\\';1~ put hj lll}Sc lf ofl til• t"P of tlw two s inks. J\ lr. l·:~lint"n and :\Irs. Kiull~t·r te ... tc d tlwir 
lwmls < •ll Ute l )(I( ·k. 

It s hould ~tgaitt lH; noted tltat :-( !) Precnuth.>n had b<.!~tl t.tkcn th:ll 110 cmc hc .. ides !\Irs. 

Kimber km w \Yh :ll llUllliJL· r slw h;l'J written on the s late to LXprc~:; tlw p:tg~ lc• be recited, the 

same lwing llllt' ,.r t hL' rnnnl)('r l\1 rs. \\'ilson had written l•• t:\jH·es.-; llw !ill'' of tl1at p:tgt. 

(:::!) ·1 l1e ~ lntc~ and tiJc l 1onk \\'ere I)[} the top of the t:li,Jc innnediatcly bcfure the eyes of all 

pn.:~t·Jit. (3> llntil I had placed tiH· l;ook U jW il tht.: s lat~-. ..; no une could ha\'t' knnw11 ,what 

\'Oiume had he•'ll tnken rrorn tllv s hch·cs. 1\ lr. Eg1 inton did not touch the book Ulllil th<.! 

monH.:nt wlll·n lle :md 1\I r s. K imhvr res ted tll c·ir hands tlwrcon . It ha<.J been handled by mys<.:lf 
nlotw, ami I was parlintl:trly c;trcfu l ndtlwr to ,_.pen it nor lo look :tt its title. (.J) Nl'itiH.:r l\fr~. 

Kim lwr, 1\ h·s. \ \ ' ilsnn, 11or my:.:.l'if ha\·e the slightes t recollection of C\'LT h~1\·i ug- SCt'll or heard of 

the said work, ·which \\'as " Ghu:.:.e's I ndi;m Chit:fs, 1\njahs, etc., Part I I.'' 
,\ft cr the bpse of a few ~ccotH.ls the sound of writing wns hcnrd within tlw sbtl':;. Upon 

the u:=mal ~ignal uf thrn:· t~tps (al~o seemingly \\'ithin the s lates), to indicate th e t'tHI of lhc 

expcrirm:nt. I L'.Xandned the s lnt<·~, nnd found the fo l1o\\' ing sentence, writtctt u11 tltc u11dc r 

one, \\· it!J the pl'ncil t<.: s ting c1 n the fu ll -stup at the l' llCl. ( J may mention here that all the 

wri ti11gs throughuttl the L'll tire sr(lll((: \\·ere cnnscic.:ntiously punclunt<:d, atlll that eYc ry I wns 

LTt>!-5:-;t·d ;n td <'\Tij' i dottt d .) This i:-; the sente nce :- 11 I )a,~t I 99, Hnc l.~, rs a taMe. llw la.'l/ 

'''urd 1:.;, o. '' !\Ins. KimhL"r ltad \\'ritll'n 1 ~9, and l\1rs. \Vil snn I ~~ · l then oprm:d the bouk 

an d tunH: tl to p11gc 199, \\'hich rommcncc:s thus:-" TaMe ~I. 1::stt1ks htloll_!.!,t·ug to 1/u· 1/uu. 
Jfaftaraja ./vlindro J!/ohltJJ lciJ;Oi'l' Bdwdnr,'' etc. The fourteenth line or tltat p:lge IS as 

fv llo\\'5 :-" .:)hi/.:lurrbdtt', 2-f l)argamw~. 3 IO 0 o." This CX!J<.!f llll '' l1t dosed the . .:.r'rll/t't'. Dl.lt.:S it 
pn.1\'e tlte at.:tion of an itHkpL·mknl -(tf n rifth mind? • 

-'\s s uch a tv::- t, it Sl'l' lllS til lta\T t hi s \\'t'a k p(lint, ll<lllll: ly llt:1t tlw l>nok belt.~ngLd ll) 

the mc ·dium, <llld !tad pr"b.Jl.{y L~...·cn read by ftim. It C:lll scan.:cly be suppu~(;d tlt.lt he l'l'lltLtulwJ L'd 

the fnurk<·nth li ne uf the !C)C)th page in th l· scn st..: that hL t:uuld lm \·~...; rcprudw:~:d it ~tl wilL 

ll uw tltL·If, !-)inn· notldng i5 lust, :1nd assmnillg it to il<l\'l! bc\·11 at utlc tilliL t1 p;ul l•f IIi!) 

consciottsnu;s, and lurking in the.: s torehouse of his mcm ory- ho\\', !:iil.), by \\'hat prorc~:-; \\';l-.; 

that little Lllli mporta11t fact red\·ed ? 

\Ye are reminded of the mainsprings whcn·by lntcnl thoughts a re rc\·i,·cJ. Tltete is (t) Lh c.: 

principk {lf associtllion of ideas, (2) the1 c is \'0lition, (3) there is tll:tl [ll'ljllisilillll uf energy 

wh ich t he reprod ucth ·c l~culty displays in certain al.Jtlf>rtll:tl ::;tn t c~ <1f ncrnn1s vxcitcment. 

l. ] n the experiment heforc us how couiJ asStH.: iatinn be :t rcprl•ducing ag~o.·nt? '' 199 

p:1gc, line q.," s ugges ts mAlting. \\' hen \H .. read ,t book we dull't read the number::; uf the 

p<tg~_g1 ami count the lint.:s of eac h page. Yet \\'C lll ll!'::il suppo:;c the lim: lying- l&llt.:lll ill .:\l1·. 

Egli11(•,11':; 1nind, d11i.Y bln.:lkd with the proper IHllllbt.:r ;uHi p:tg•·. !'h is i:-:. Slll'i>''-;ing tPn llllll'h. 

\ Ve ;Hltnit tltal w]t~tlC\L'r a pL·r~on reads 111ay lurk in his ltH:ntal ... t .. rchcllhc to llll' u1d ,.f 

his lil'e, l>ul \rt· ,·;tllnot admit that tlw mnnhcrs t~f <'\·u·\· litH.: ot l <·;,,·h p;1gc .,,. t:\·cry b•'l'k h~..: 

reatl5 Lltk r that ~tnt <.:IJ <~U~c nt all. l ie ctll lllllt, tlH.:rd(H l', gi,·c out \\ h;tl IlL' dut.:;:; IJC.Jl pct:;sc::,s. 



\\'hat ~ssuciati(Jll of ic.kas C:tll be !::d in tr;till l ly .. pagt' 10~, hm: l • .j." ? This inquiry n:mind~ 

u :-; of what can Le nothing nwn.: than a coincidence, narn<.:ly, that tltc last word of the fourteenth 

li ne was a cipher, which (regarded as a IHJmerical fi gure.:) is the class uf association one 

wou ld cxpt.Tt from .fi~llrl'~ 199, I..j. , o , belonging, as it were, to the same fami]y. But it is 
nH:n:ly a coincidence, for psychography told us that on th al page wa s 11 a table'' (singularly 

c: nough Table ~ I ). 

:!. If the latc11t thought were re\· i\'cd by Yuli tiun (;~s l1app~.:ns when we tell an(l ther our 

name and address), it wvuld come intu the flc..:ld uf cunsciuu::;ness. 1\J r, Eglintun denies any 

consciuu ~ revi \'~I L 
3. T hat there js present in the medium ::;ome abnormal excitemen t during the uccurrL·nce 

or th ese psyrhngrapllic pil L' Il <JJlll'll a there can Lc JW duubt. or the causes or this e xcitclllcllt 

we :-~re \Try ignorant, l.n 1t it may }Je remarked that ina~mw' h ns the elll:cts sc~.:m to be simply 

muscular and l ~en·ous, ncitlllT exciting no1· deprc~si11g the mind uf thL· suLjcct, this phc nulll L' llOn 

cannut well be classed with those \\'dl-estahli ~hcd facts where the mo::.t rcmutely hidden 

memories flas h into consci••Hsncss in s tates '·f ran.: cere ural excite111ent, fo1· at such times 

there is always g rc:-tt mvntal d isturbance, h11rdcrin~ and oftc ll entering upo11 dc.:lirium. I l':tllnol 

s peak luo well ol l\]r. Eglilllnll's disposition to a~s i ~ t Jill' in tuy in\·estigation t•f the 1·enwrk<tLlc 

phc:numena attenJing his mnl iums hip. 1 k takl's a n intdligent interes t in his wurk, and 

dcsen·e~ the gratitude and l'IH.:ourngcmen t of a ll serious s tudents uf this profound and important 

s ubject. 

A :::;ottlewhat diffen:n t e:\pcrimetlt as to its ddaib, bul puintiug to the same conrlusiuns, 

is tlwl narrated by 1\lr. 1\ . G. Leonard, l\1.A. , of 44- , llighlmry Ilill , N., aud l\Iajur Le 1\Iare 

T aylor, S taff- I m;tructor of the 1\oyal l\1 ilitary Cullcge, Sand hurst. 

i\ st'aucc \\'as hdd at 1\I r . Eglilltun's at fi\'c p.m. on l\Ionday, 29th June, 1885. The three 

gc11 tlemt..tl took thci r scats round tht: table in tile usual manner, l\lajo r Taylor, who was seated 

at Mr. Egliuton' s 1·igilt hand, holding with his left 1\lr. Eg·linton's left hand. 1\Jr. Leonard, 

sitting on thl' right of l\lajor T aylor, held with Loth hands 1\Iajor T aylo r'::; right hand. 1\lr. 

Eglillt on's right hand was disengaged. The s£·i.m a: lasted fur O\'er half-an-hour, am} 110 results 

Wil:lkvc r were ubtainc.:d, though l\1 r. Eglin ton was huldi 1 1!£ a s late under the taule Ill the 

usual \\'<1)'. Conversa tion turned upon a n l'Xj1LT ittlL'Ilt tha t l\lajor Taylor had nHtde at a 

prc:vious .s/aJJ('(' , wltt..:tl the lllllllhl'r o[ matchc~ in a nwtc h-box, frc•m which an indefin ite 

nutnl>er had l>ven 1 cmoYcd by two t1r three s itter::;, had uecn L"t~ ITc.:d ly written on th e s lak. 

I\tr. Eglintou rq;rLtlul that, UI I the t•cca~ion rcferrul to, tl1e m;ttt:h-uux had not Lecn 111arkcd, 

for (he s uggested) a S;tddu.:can world would 5ay th:1t anullh:r matLh-Lo:\, with a ktluwn tHtmLt·r 

of matrhe!S, l1 ad b<.:L'Il substit\ttul fur Lite one being m;cd ill the cxpcrimL:nt. Jt was, thcrcfurc, 

detcrmineJ tu repeal tile tc~t, taking every precaution that cOllld tJe thought of. 

1\Jajor Taylll r chanced to ha\'C in his pocket a box uf 11 T~ind ::; tickor" matclJc:::i. l\ lajor 

Taylor ~111d 1\Ir. Lconard thu1 went aside to the window and markL'd \\'ith their iHitials !Jut h the 

box and con.r. 1\lajor Taylor then removed a large tn1mbcr uf the mat ches , lcaYing an ltllknown 

quanti ty in the l lo~ . 1\lr. Leona rd then repl<Jccd a few (he knew not how lllany) in the box . 

A ~lip \,f paper \\<ts plau .. d alK> \'l: the matchls in the b<.,x, ~Htd th t l>ux wa~ dosed. Neither 



gcntk·n1:111 knl\\ hn\\' mall)' m:lll'hc-; wcrC' then contained i11 till' hn:--:. ,\Jl thi" \\'il~ clone· out (•f 
s ight nf i\ Jr. Eglin tnn. 

Tl w s l:lte was then carefully dt':lllcd and <·x:-rmined. 1\ piece of ~lal(' pc'n<'il, "ith sh:-rrp 

f:l< 'ct s, and tile match-box, were pla<'ed on the s late, \\'hkh (with m:-rtch-hox a11d pcneil (111 it) 

was hdcl l•y f\lr. Eglinton under the table with his right h:llld. Sonw ten min\ltc ·c:. c·l:lp'-'cd, 

during wltkh time l\ lr. Eglinton's thumb was obsern:d hy i\lajor Taylor ln n·main :1ho\·c· t iH· 

tahl<·. 1\lr. Eg linto n, bein~ th('n tired of holding up the sl:ltf', pl<1n·d it on tiH· t:tl>lc and 

CO\TITd it with :mother sbte. 1\h·. Lcn11ard suggested thnt a nc wsp:1pu· s ho uld <'ll\'C'Iop tlw 

whok. The s lates were again C'xaminul, nnd n ncw~p:l.JK'I' wr:-tppt'd round ti H·m, the l~)ld ~~r 

whieh \\':ls ncar<"s t i\1 r. Eg linton, :lllcl the open c:nds facing- th e <•tiH'r ~:;itt ct·s. f\1 r. Egl int ,n 

placed his hands on the ncwsp:-qwr, one or tiH-'111 hc·ing joinC'd tn 1\Lijnr Tayl(lJ' 1 ~, :-r nd wllilv ]Htth 

the h:md~ of lht:' JJH.?l]illlll \\"Cfe lll fuJI dew nf hnlh gc·ntlelllCil, the SO\IIld nf \\'riting was )W;Ird. 

l\1 ajnr l'ay1 C)r rcmo\·ed the llt:\\·~p;tpu· and tll('ll tlw lop slat•·, :-rnd sr:rk1'11 wa c:.. ft,und tn han~ 

] )('I ' ll written on the bottom ~ lntL'. l\J.1jor Taylor ope ned the mat ch-box, and lw :lllcl ~Jr. 

L•·o11a r d <'OIIIltrd the matrhcs, finding sr:rtrr11 of them. The sl;-~te pencil w:-rs fi H111 d tP he 

-.;lightly abraded. The box :tnd cn\'Cr were identified :-rs the same l hat lwd I wen marl,ed. It 

was thottght that :-rll po~sibi lit)' of fr;md had been eliminated in this experiment, :-rnd it was 

thC'n·f() rc roncluclcd- frnm this and ot her resu lts of a simil:-rr natnrc-cithcr ( 1) t h:tl there was 

:-rn intcl1igt·nt cn tity at work :1part !'rom tlH' medium :1nd the sittl'r~; or (.~) th:1t (a) in addition 

to h:tdng rlain·oy:1nt power (I') thC' nwdium \\':l.S able, rnnsci(ln·dy •>r tlllcons··i•ui...,Jy, L~t inlltH·nc·•· 

lll :l llc r in some abnormal way. 

Perhaps, howe\'cr, the most condusi\'<' case is that whh:h l ha\'C' the g•HHI fnrtun •· to bt 

able to r ecord. On Tucscby. Scptcmblr 29th, 1~X5, at 12 a.m., I, in c·nmp:m.Y with ~ J r. J (;. 
Kculcma ns, atkndnl al G, Nc•ltingham-plac c', London, \V. , fnr tlw purpo~·· ()f c·orHiurting 

<'X ]1<'1 inH. tlt ..:; in psychography with l\1 r. Eglinton. The s6rflt,· ClllllllH nn·d ;tl 1 :?. 15 :t . ltl., .md 

tC'rmin :1tc d at 1 ~.55 a.m. In rcfcrenc•.' tn an inquiry, ~lr. Etd int, n t'ordi:•lly agrc C'c l that, <1:-- f;tr 

as he was concc·rnecl, we shou ld ccmdtt('t nttr experinwnt~ 111 our nwn lll<llll ll' t . J hnd uot 

ptTYiously mentioned my proposed course nf ar tion l<) :1ny clllf'. ll \\':ls tn nhl:-ritl psychography 

111 fnur diffi·rcnl colours in a rotation tmkno\\'11 to the medium, thl particular wnrd;-; to IJI' dt~~scn 

at randnm from a hook unk11own to all prese nt. 

The mttnher ol :-r page in the hook frnm which wished certain ,,·nrd~ in a gl\'1'11 litw to 

lw lr~mscrihnl on the ~btc by psyehngraphy I chose in the fc)l]owing 111:\1111<'1' : lut d ... a pic ('I or 
money at random from my pocket out of fourt<.:l'll coin~ thrn in my JKI'isc·~-; ion . l"lw last twn 

figurc.s of the dnt e J wrote do wn <ltl a slate, ~cere tly t~\ 1\lr. Eg1int1Hl 1nd l\fr. 1-.:~ ·u l c.:mans. .\ 

~ imilat n ·su1t, /.r., the la .:.; l flgurc of the dntc on <lllothcr co in, written J ,)\\' 11 secret ly ~~s IH'I~lrt' on 

my slate, w:-ts tn inclica t.c the number of thr line. Four words in the line h<1vi11g to lw tr:lll"eriiH'd, 

1 also wrote d•)\VIl ~...-crct ly their rntml)l'rc;;, p1:-tcing the slate, on which 1 had \\ ritten, f.1c·e cl own

ward s 0 11 tiH tnblt•. I tl 1cn a~kcd 1\Jr. Keukmans to st lcct a hook h;1phaz:trd frntn a l wokc·:t~e 

in t ill room, containing llp\vanls of ~so \ 'olumcs. reques ted him lltll Ln look :tt the ti tlt· nr 

111 a 11 y \\ ay l•1 C\<'ck to discn\'<' r it 'i cnntrutc:;, or tn s0 place it, wiJ,,n sdc •t' lt·d , :1s to rr·\·<'al it c:; 

nattm· t"ithl'r to !\Jr. Egli11lc•n or myself. ;\ly in struction s were f:tithrully l~ dlnwc d, :r11d 11• 1t 

until the end of the experiment did either 0f thnse \"is ihly JW« ·~c· nt know wh:tt tlw h•)••k wac;;. 

T () make assurance doubly sure, l\ l r. 1\eulenmns chnsc ;l \·nlunw with1111t a11y till•· ldtt rt.:cl nn 



roo 

it s l>~11'k. ;\s I cksin d ln Pht.till ~~ur lilll'S o f psychc,~raphy in as lll <l ll) difl~· rcn t c·ol<~ur :-- , I tltc ·n 

r('qucstq] l\ f1. 1\ t ult·ma ns l•1 c!.·cidt· this p11illl and l•1 writt· d o\\ ll Sl'tTdly on a !->l.1k tilt n:lllH'':; 

of the t{·ntr t'•' lnur s r hn..:.c·n ill th ... · 1)nler in \\ hich h~..: wishc c.l them u:-.{·< 1. T his \\':l s dc•n•·, r~nd 

the ~l.ttc up11 11 wlti r h he h<HI writtc n t IH sc detai ls pl.Hx:d face ckl\\'11\\'anls on the t:-tJ,J c. Nc·itlwr 

J\ Ir. Eglinlnn n t 1J' my~l'lf tt~urlwd this s l,1 te until tlw t·nd n[ the .t;;r'rmrr•. 1\ Iy tw:-. t pr<•C('<'d ing 

wn"> tn rcqut·st 1\Tr. Kc nlcnwn s tn dL·cick whcthc·r tlw \\'cwd.; ) had t'husvn ~hou ld hc • Cttll ltkd 

fnrwanls (l r b.H·kwanls, i. f'., from the beginning or the Jirw or fnnl\ the (' lld. Thi ::-. lw did, 

d t·c·ting thnt tlu y should lw cc•untccl ft C•lll the (omnwnn nwnt. 

] t -., l!otild IH' nottd :- ( l ) I hat the title (•J" r lwract• r of lhl' l>n~~l• dw~cn at r:1n~hnn wa s 

IIIJki10\\'Il to a//tlw pt' I'S( •Il ~ \'i ::- ihly prt':-.<'n l. (::!) 1\ lr. K~ukmans '-' t l~ctccl the f(l11r ('nl~•llrs from 

:1 numlwr lying <Ill the · lal.\t· . ()) Th(' onltr in which tl rcsc 'ren.: tn be ~bed W<1S known only 

to l\lr. 1\udl·l n(lrJs. (.~) The numlH.: rs nf the pagc and line ch c•::.c ll hy chance from \\'ltic h l 

dc~in~d fnllr p:-~rticllli!r wonl"l transrrihcd, and lhc IHIJllbc r~ n[ the particular words, Wt n · known 

only to mysdf. (S) i\ lr. J:glintun knew nothing (a) Clf the ti tl e or character of the hook ; (b) 

of the ordu of tl~t.• cn)nurs; (r) of the number or page ; (d) of the number of the line, a1H.I (c) 
of the numlJL rs n!' th~ particttlar words in th r~t line. (G) f'.:c,t :-~ny of these details were clecicled 

upon nnti l imm('(liately preced ing the experiment. 

T hese' pn limin:-~ri< ·s cnmpldt·d, 1\ lr. Eglinton look :-~ not her sl;tll', whirh wa s cit .1 1l <'d <1 nd 

cxam inc ·d h.Y l\ I r. Kt·ulc-mans and mys(' lL It was de~tit11l c or writ i11g or marks nn c ilhcr s id e. 

Up~lll the nppc r ran· of this !::ilak \\UC placed thl four crayons. Up()n t hese, :-tnd compldcl y 

Cfn"L ring th('lll lroJJI \'i{·\\', \ \':lS ] lllt the bonk. s.) arr:-tngcd, thc ..,]ate was then IH ld hy 
1\lr. Eglint t)n'-:; righl h;111d j11 st under th e edge of thc t:-~bll', his lt-ft !>Ling :-~11 the time· firmly 

grasped in 111.) kft, and b;)th l\lr. Kl'uk-mans' lwnd !-> bt ing plact ·d in my righ t hand . I d<ls<- ly 

scrutini :-=;ccl wh.tt t•H>k pl~tct· . .:\t no time..: was the ~late l'l;sting on 1\l r. Eglinton's knl:cs, nor 

\\'as thcr1_' any su pport for a ~ late on the urH..lcr su r i:H'<' uf 1ht! t.LI)k. 

I then inquirul ,.r -;\ l r. l ~g lirJt lln 's inYisiblc co-\\'llrkt r~ . pn·sum .-,J,ly prLSL·nt, \\lu·tl tu· tltc 

expt rime11 t \'.,ts ~a t bf.H' tPry to thcmsl'l\·cs; ai!::>O \\'hdhcr \\'t. \n-rc likdy tn be Sll t'Ct·s·Sn l. 1\l r. 

Kcuk:mans dt·~1n:d alnwl that the reply s hClulcl he \\'rittcn in \\ hit• ', th at being (1nc , d tlw fi,ttr 

col nur~ tht ·n ' 'il tht· :-.late. \\'v ~hortly heard the ::>nu nd of writing, the cl)mplvti11n of the 

nH.:ssagl' being ir1dir.1h d by LIH· t.: ll ")tt)mary thr('C r;q)s \\'ith lhe p(nri l 1111 the !:. Ink. On v~;llnr

nali•IJl \\'t' f,und the book ,t rHI the J~llll' l'l'il)'Oil~ <lS \\'e had pbn:d tJH ·IJl
1 

but on llw t. bk UlHh-r 

the ho11k, writ lc n with t!Jv white: : r.ry"n th.tt l1ad hu·Jl plclCL'd 1 •11 it, were the: word~. 1 ' {/ ~~ 
<l'l'l! t1:v.'! 

.Anoth i.'l" ~J.tt•, \\ith tilL· boo), and r rayons sim il ;~ rl.) arr.1ngtd, \\'(b then l11 ld in tlt1· posit ion 

prc\'inu~ly de ... crilwd. .\flu· the l .1p~e of ::.omc minute~ writing \\',l s agai11 l lt·~Jn l, 11ltimatdy 

f1)11nwcd l1y lltn·c L1ps. On ex;uuinati< lll we found \\'rittcn on tlw top ... ur1:1cc of tiH· s bk (and 

of cnur-;l' lllldvr tl& t' l)()ok) thv \\'ord;-;:-( l) ' 1 EJiforn·d·' in whi ll', (.2) 11 1.{11~> " m h lll t', (.)) 
1

' 1/trl'" i11 rnl, ( I) '· .i/nsl'' in gn·y. ' l ite cr<tynns in t·;K h case rv·ill'd at tltL' tnt! .. r thl' word 

wriltvn in thl· rv -p.·ctivt.' CtJ]cntl'!:> . ..: \ racsi milc ur thi~ writinlr In. I . ... t I I ~ ) I (' 
0 • ;-, ltlll ('XL'C'll L:l >y l 1· ... · '· 

1\culem;m~. ( SL·I ( l1rftm0s, plnlt 1 \'.) 

The slc~te::; 11pun \\' l!ich l\lr. Keulemans :tnd mysc·ll' had 

fur the first t illlt·, turned up. T he o rder of the colours 

l.Cculcm(lns was f<n1nd tn be- l st, \\'h itc ; 2nd, blue ; 3nl, 

\\'ritkn the directions \\t rc ntl\\' 
I 

chosen :-trHI written down hy 1\l r. 

red ; nncl .ph, grey. Tht· num ber 



of the pag• · Wlitlt' ll du\\'1 1 by 111)'"-dl \\'1\"' till' _,,:r~~·-jn ·~,f. and th l· p:trtin1l.1r "·•·rd..; ,1!, .... , 11 
for trntt Scription fro111 tlw fimr/11 linl' w< tc Llw st:rtlt, til<.· }lib, tl 11· .fir,f, :111d tiJ, .. 1/IIJ·,/ \\'•otd"
re!". p< cth·t• ly. 

< >n turning to the f{tllrth line of the sixty-lirs t pngc of the hnok--which tllrtlC'd out to lw 

Cr, 1ol.:e:;' 14 Rcsenrches .. -it rnn ns fnlln\\'s . - '' lll'l'(' I IIIIlS/ lwt'ng 1/u..; t'J~finn·d i•/utl/nrlt;J/1 to a 

rlost·,'' th<' s/rl/1, th<' fifth, the first, nnd tl w third words of which nrc· :1.-.. \\'l'ittt·n (Ill thr· ~bte. 
TIH' tri:tl had been pcrfc·ctly ~tlccc:-;~ ful. 

:\ f11rther expcritnC'IJt wns tlten tried. 1\lr. 1\culf'nHlllS to1•k another slntc, and cJr,.,,. upnn 

it n p:trnJI,·lngrnllt. This lw dh·ided into two t'qu;ll Sflll:trc~. In OIH' ht· <..lr ~·\\· an n\\1'-. II• :ul, 

nnd n'<JlH ..., t,·d thnt thr ~ketch ~hould ),(' copi< d in th t hl .1nk S(}11:trc. .\ ]1ic 't'(· ol ''l't'\' cr.!\ Oil 
t:- • • 

wn~ put nn .tlw .-..lat t\ which wns IH ld \llHI<-r the t.tbl<- in tht· usual \\'ay, :111d in a r. w ~·'<"•tnds, 

011 !wing withdr:t\\'n, this hn tl been arcomplislwd, with the addition ol tlw word"' 1
' I '"" not 011 

art/ .... !, a' yo11 so·. r:ood-l~t'f'; r.od hll'S'- .n)l(." (St(' Chro!tJt)~, plate 1\ .) 

< )n su bmitting this account tn my f<"llow il l\'( stigntnr lw writes to me:-'' l'lw aJ,o\'(' acrount 

of this lll ••~t .-..ucces~ ful .~,a nrc 1s J'll fcctly co rrect. J. G. K n · u l\IA:'\S, J.~, 1\J:ttiltla Stn d, 

Barns bury. P.S.-1\Ithnugh had requested to havf' the colours u!=>e<l in a certain rolittion, 

1 lwd, nt the moment l\l r. Eglin ton held the slillcs, quite forgotten how they wen· tn r, >How, 

c:\Cl' pt that il'luk \\'as to· come f1rst.-J. G. K." 

Apropos of this tndy remarknhle sr·ana it mny he interesting and in s tructi n· tn compnre 

the Yari,)u~ t}wories which mny be broached to e xplnin it :md its rn11gen~r.=. :- ( 1) ,\ di!-'t·mbntlif'd 

spirit wns able to perceh·e , ei ther in the minds or clairvoyantly upnn the c.. latec.. nf Lit(' 

experim e nters, the complex method by which the pnrtieulnr words \\'l're to be ~l'lcctcd . It 

\\·nc; nhle to pcrceh•e clairvoy:mtly the words themsc1\'(~~. And it wa~ nhl e to ll "<.' a fc ree, 

dcri\TU from the medium, whereby to write the word~. (::!) Tlw cn mpk x Ill<. th()d nforcsaid 

wa~ con\·cycd in toto to the u n con~cious mind of the medium by Lh oug ht-tmll~ft·rc!H'c. Thl' 

tlllCll lt Sr itlll S mind of th e medium, c itlwr lrnm the s tnn s of Intent memory nr hy cl:-tin·oynnc,·, 

w:-t ~ ~hie to }Wtcei,·c tlw p:utkulnr \\'Old~ required, ami it wn~ able l•y ll"'ing tlw fnrt'l' nf 

tilt~ mt ·dium to write the· \\'cr rds. l'h t· dilll l'l' llC<' bctwe<'ll these two thc·orks i~ o.;o littlr-, cb far 

a:- ""' t1J'gl!JJII'Ill r:..:; rolltr i'ITt'rl, that if one he true the other tn~)' also he true; nlthough, 
tnk c n ill cr,njunction \\'ith other e\'idence, it ~<'ems to me thnt my firs t JH npn~i tion i~ tiH· c•nly 

one which cnn legi timately be held ns covering all the facts. (3) Thl' fn mpl(' x 111et hod \\'1\S 

cOtl\'cycd hy thought-transference to the con~ri<1ttS mind of the tuedium. I k tll\ ·n \\'ith n 

sort of ., d ivinl' dex terity' ' mnnngcd to o\·cr comc :-tll ohstncles, nud to writ{' him:-(' I( tlw \\'( • nl~ 

rcquir('d. In thi s cnse, lto\\'e\'cr, Ill)' direct stntcments :ls to the wny in \\ hiclt th e.: s late \\'ith 

t}w hook nnd pencils on it was held hencnth the tnhlct puts ahogctltc r oul of court 

n 11 y th( ory of fmud on the part of the med ium. (4) There wns 110 t1wught-tr.111~fcr('ncc· :111d 1w 

p~ychngraphy. 1\Jr. Keulcnwns nnd I hn n.: •h·libcr:lt<:ly concocted this ncCP\IIlt nftL·r, pcrh:tps, 

going thro11gh the mockery of an t:xpc rimcnt. TJwrcfnn · c itl1er t aiHl ::!, th,ll i!-', psy··hnh'1·nphy, 

must he true ; or 4 mu5 t be true ; and I t'\JHJ hnsts nf otherwise nd.:n«•\\ kdgr·d ~:lne :md 

responsible witnesses mus t be elwrgccl \\' ilh frnwl. The sceptic ··nnnot lw p•Tmitted to ~o 

lwlting ofr with Jnme excuses to seck a 't'lt1 mrd/a in 3· 

Thi ~ evidence tnkcn en Moe Sl'cm s to me most conclus i\'c, and fntnl 

an "unconscious secondary s c1f," nnd, even if it s tor•d nlt•ne, it ,,·,mid 

tn t'\ll)' theory of 
f<•n11 :'Ill ill'>tlp<"r~hle 

~ I 
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barrier to the wild theo ries unsupported by sound evidence su widely prevalent tn some 

quarters. There is happily, howe\'cr, a large body of testimony to experiments, both with 

l\Ir. Eglinton and other mediums, going far to prove the identity of these communicating in

te lJigences with our common humanity. And this view is supported in divers other ways. 

It is, however, no part of my present purpose to go at length into this question. I am 

content to record facts and to leave them to speak for themseh 'es. Speak they do with no 

·uncertain sound. 



CHt'\JYfER XVI I. 

01V Jl!ATER!.AL/SATIOJ.YS A~VIJ AI)PARITJOJVS FORJl!EIJ lV/Tl-1 TilE 11//:.,'U/Uil/ 
/iV FULL VIEJV. 

CATTERED through the records I have already dca1t with arc many allusions 

to materialisationt or the presentation of portions or the whole of a human 

figure apart from the med1um. I now proceed to gh·e ( 1) a few additional 

testimonies for the phenomena of materialisation under ordinary conditions ; 

and (2) ·evidence fo r the formati~m of these u apparitions" in the light 111 
full view of the witnesses, and while the medium is in their midst. 

Before doing so, howc\'er, I desire to describe briefly the Chromo plates appearing in 

this volume, as by so doing the reader will be in a better position to understand many of 

the refere nces in the narrati ves I shall shortly have to quote. 

l\1 r. Kculeman s, one o f the most painstaking investigators in Spiritualism that I know, has 

exercised his artistic gifts to depict a fe w of the phenomena incident to materia1isation sc(urccs, and 

he has kindly reprod ucetl some o f these for this work. 

DESCRIPT10N OF Til£ EtGt1T CIIROt-10 Pt.ATES. 

These representations of spiritual phenomena wiiJ be readily recognised by those who 

ha,·e pcrsona11y in\·cstigated the subject. They arc reproductions of origina l p<·ncil sketches, 

Welte r-colour, and crayon drawings, prepared immediately after the seances, «md the original:. 

arc, in their turn, as nearly as possible, faithful representations of the phenomena; 1\fr. l..:eulemans, 

I may n1cntion, being accustomed to sketching from life (moving life) and from memory. l 

may now briefly describe the series of plates, and in doing so slmlJ present, in abstract, 

Mr. Keuleman s' own already published description. 

Fig. 1 (plate 1) represents a light, or a subst:mce radiating ''light," a term used i11 

contradi!itinctio n to the cloudy luminosi ties frequently witnessed n<'ar the medium's person, 

and which appear to be connected with, or to indicate the presence of, the trotr-matcriali!":cd 

spirit. Fig. J a is the .same luminous substance seen from the side. These twn figures should 

Lc compared with Figs. 2 and Ja. Fig. :!a is also a side Yiew of Fig. ::!, anJ represents the 

same li(J'ht undct· different condi tions. The cause of these enormous \'ariatinn~ in power of 
t> 

luminosity is bdie\·ed to he principally atmospheric. Fig. ::!. This light ,·aries from a bright 

greenish blue to a pale greenish yellow, and is at times transpClrcnt like rry~taJ. but t11orc often 



opaque o r ~Cllll -upaquc, and a linger held behind it can be but faint ly discerncd. T it<.: puwcr of 

Jumino:::,i ly is ~..:qual to that of a pi<.:cc of white-hot iron of douulc that Sl zc, but is far mo re 

permanLnt, la~Ling frum four or fiv e second:; to half a minute. lt ca n be rc\'i\·ifiul by the 
11 spirit" Lrealhing O\'er it; ycr, wht:n it is touched by a 11 spirit finger/' there imnwdiakly 

appears, where the con tact takes place, a reddish spot, o f i11-dd1ne<.l 0\1 tline, which grad ually 

disappears by furth e r 11 breathing," or even without this if th e light be very powerful and 

permanent. The siLt: and thickness of the luminous sub::>tance abo vary; somet imes it 1s a 

1ittle largt..:r, hut generally o f the size as represented in Fig. 2. The most important and peculiar 

features of thi~ strange luminou~ s ubstance arc :-Apparition-suJJ<.:n. Duration-\'ari:ll>k. I )ower 

of luminosi ty variable, and d<.:pcnding on certain conditions. Extinction-gr:1tlual, but far <1uicker 

than that of wlli te-hcated iron cooling down. Tcm perature-blood warm. \ \ r eight and appcarann·, 

to the touclt-Jike hard wax. Now Jet ns return to Fig. 1. On the right side :1n cxtensi\'e bloud

coloured patl'!1 i::> visible. From the point of the thumb there are seen to proceed twu thin lines 

with duttcd rmnilkation::; joining the blood-lik<.: ~pol. These twu lin t..:s are of a pale grLyish red, 

exactly the colour uf living !Jrain matt er. Tht red spot is of the culuur of human Lluod, all(l i~, 

LesiJes, a substance in :1 liquid state; for, in mu::,l c:1scs, wh<.:n the light is carried, this liquid 

~i nks d( eper into the 11 cli~c,'' and can be seen to :1ssumc a globular fnrm, lik e a big drop uf oi l 

in a glass uf walc.:r. 1\lr. Keulemans records that he h~1s abo no ticcJ slight, but rapid, vi!Jrat iuns 

in the ramifkatiuJls reft:rrccl to, as though the suLstancc (bioplas111 ? ) still re tains its vitality. 

From these :1ppcaranccs, and from the fact that the light is sccn to proceed directly fru m over 

the entranced medium's head, it seems that the ~ub::.tancc composing the disc is liv ing matter 

al.Jstr:1clcd by occult mean::; from the per:;on. The lights represe nted i11 Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 are, 

besides, th<.: extremes, and not actual types ; for, in the majority of ca::>csi n ei th er :1 ::.potk::;::. 

nor a blood-and-Lrain-markcd substance 1s exhibited. Fig. I is a specimen of inl'u·iudy 

manufacturcd light. The conditions we re that nig ht unfavourable-D<.:cember and foggy weather. 

Sometimes, when, fur instance, the a tmosphere is charged with <.:lec.:tricity, or the te mpe rature 

very low, o r when the mcdiulll is fatigued, :1nd thc circle, perhaps, a little uut of surt::;, no 

large light:::; arc produced, hut the smaller o n e!:>, Figs. 3, 4, 5, and 6, arc substituted. Thc::><: 

being smalkr in volu111c, require less substance for t he ir formation, nnd hence will produce 

less exll(llblioJI to t:ither medium or cirde, Figs. 3 and 4 arc apparent ly or th e Sll l llC dJelllical 

compo5it iuu as Figs . 1 and 2. Figs . 5 and 6 appear to be less solid. ln th e.: square ligh t, 

Fig. Ll, as 1n the dv mt..:-~dl<tpt:d Fig. 5, twu adhering d rop~ of matter a re visible, indicating that 

probably the:::;c, if not all the solid luminous Ludics, \\TJ't..: lik<.:wi::;L: liquid in the ltr;:,l st~gc:; of 

their formation. l 11 Fig. 4 the.: adjacent drup had l>ccumc hardcnu.l ; that in Fig. 5 ""''~ ;:, till 

liquid and ~h ivcri11t;" like a Jrup of qu icksih·er. Another pcculiarity in b,)th Fig~. 5 and (j b 

that they ha\'l: a tendcncy uf cvntracting into a mort: ::;ulid slatl·, in which ~.·a::;e the tup 

bccullll'~ ddachul, and rt·nwm::; lwvcring- will-o'-tltc-wisp-lik~ above the dutlle. I llo\\' cume 

tl) a <.litll:n.:nt das::; uf "light~" (Fig::;. 7, 8, and 9)· Fig. 7 1::, :1 ::wmewhat cunJeu::;cd 1~/ll~'i 

j(rtuus, and lights of this n:1ture are apparently nc\'cr c.1rricJ by the "spirit-hand," but lwvcr 

abunt ~p:1n.:, expanding and <.:untracting continuuu::,Jy Juring the ~hurt time of their duratiuu. 

Like thc llr:;,l s~..ric~, they an: {ir:::,t noticeJ near the medium's head, and from thence travel 

away at di:;,t.lllces \'arying frum a few feet tu St.:\'t:ral yards. The~c light::;, VIZ., tllu::i(: L~..lunging 

to the gruttp ur which Fig. 7 IS a typical r<.:prt..:~clltatiun, may a::i:::,lll lll' any ;:, il~ljH . .' Ill fuJ Ill. 
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SonH.: linH:s thc·y are mon: elnngatt d or t1k( th(' fnr111 of a ring. a crnss ( + ), or a crnrili ~. 
Their )'!1\\'<'r of lumino"ity, i.r·., nf radi~ncy , Js , compnrali \·c· ly spea king, n-r_y infernr. )· 1g. :-\ is 

nnothcr examplt · of a fl oating- lu1ninosity, hut prC'senting the st r<lnge pn·~t li;-!rity nf going out 

with a ddonatinn. The light 1·epn·senkd 111 l·~ig. 9 i ~. in mnst t':l"'<..'"-, <•f a whitish j,Juc· • 
I 

sn m<"times it j g of n brighte r blue, \\'ith a tt'tHic·ncy to purp1c. Simila r light-; m.1y ht· nnticl'<.l 

~udden]y 111 the \·icin ity of the mediutn'5 IIC'Ctd, whe re they remain "' tationary ft>r scn· ral 

5Cl'OIHJ .;;.., k:l\'ing, \\'he n fading :l\\':1)', :1 ~ho t t a fter-~loW of (I \ '(' 1')' intense, oflrn lie 1 ('C, red 

colour. S uch :111 aftc·r-gll)\\', by it ~ reddish \'a pour, is nnt at niJ unlike ~Olllt' kinds or ;trlitic ·ia l 

light ~er n ;tl a di~ t (ll l C'C; and often it is bt ight enough to m~ke Sli iTt.un<.li ng ol ~jccts f:t illtly 

\·i s iblv. But the s trange eharart <.: ri s ti c of this after-glo w is that, as a htminary , it is far more 

pcn\'t: rfnl thal1 tit~ 0 riginal II s pa rk .• it....df, for the lntte r llC\'er cast~ Clll)' light or suOkicnt 

s trc11g th to rende r <:Yen the nean·st object \ isiblc. Jt is prou;tbJc that in thi s britlia11t spark 

(like Fig. R) we obscrn: in r<.'«dil ) lntl the radiation of a very minute point of an exceedingly 

powerful SuJ t nf li~ht, just as in lhl hca\'ens we sec but the r:tdiati<~ll of tlw luminat icc;;, called 

star~, and not the ir real s urface; for the 1 t·frac- to ry action of the...: tc... lt.:scope re1 hi e<.:-; them to 

mcrL points. And the fact that the afte r-glc>W is the mo re luminous uf th e twn, may ue 
attril.mtcd to th e...: di!Tus ion of its luminiferous prope rties 111 s pace. In add ition ln tlte s pirit

lights figured, the re rcm~in senTal o thrrs to whic h 1 need not now refer. 

The han<l l 'l' I H''~Cntcd in Pbtc [I. i~, 1\lr. Ke ulcmans bclie\'es, th:tt of l\lr. Eg lintnn'!; control 

'' .fot:y," at any ntle hi ::; \'Oict: \\'as t'n'ltlc :111 e\·er accumulating ma~~ o f drapery dcw·loping 

itself o\·er the med ium's lap. The 111cdium, res ting 111 an <.:asy-chair, could bt ~ec· Jl by the 

ycJ1 owi -. h l ight <·m;tnating front this drapery. Plate \ ·. \\ill ue int<.Ttsting Ill this 

cnnrwct ion. The room 011 that oc-t·a~ i on \\';t~ d;trk, the gas hadng, on requ est , ht \ '11 turned 

ou t, and 5 0<Hl :-~ft er l\1 r. Eglint l)n had re tired into his chair, clouds o f light wt·re noti ced 

over the rcgio11 of hi s ch('s t, and largt: quantities of thin substance were sc•·Jt tn form and 

conden~e thcm~ch·cs into a ~emi-snlid mass l•f c;;n rncthing like drapl:ry (;tiling in .soft pleats 

on hi .:. lap. After a s h ort \\' hilc, some dark (lbJel·t could ue ubsen·t:d in ~i<l <· thi-; hl'ap of 

ilim ~y sub~taJHT, turning :t11d twis ting it in a btt.:ral ;ttHI ei rl'ular tlinctinn. llp tn that tillte, 

no ()lh<"r light but the phospJwn.:~ccnt glow cm;tnating from the medium·~ dw:-.t had IH~en 

noticed (un less th <.: dtltHiy mass of semi-solid drapery \\'as, p• ·rlm p!", to a t.'l l tain t·xtt·nt, 

self-lllllllll Ci li S). Btlt 110\\', a mos t urilli;lllt light s udd en ly appc...:an.:d Ill front (If tlw tm:di lllll, 

ins ide the whi ti sh mass. .i\t f1rst the 1110\'<'llll'lltS \Vt'rt ' too agitat<:tl tn ('1\ahl<" 1\11' to ol, ..,tT\'l' 

the nature of the light itsel f, but, after .1 fc...:w ~('COttd:-> , it beca me mon' trall<ltril, and it W;-ts 

the n 11otir c.:d th at it w;ts carried IJy a ha nd . It had the appcarann: of n rntiJHicd rry!=ttal, 

and was 1wt unlike th~ sc mi-trnns pan:nt \\'a xy dis,·s ( Figs. I ami ..:! , plate I ), til••ug-h lll(lrt· 

)H.: rfectly clc <~r, a11tl of a light bluis h colour. 1 he upper portion of i\1 r. Egli11l1111':-> body \\'a~ 

then di sti11ctly ~cen, ;tnd afterward~ !lis right hand rc~ting lt)>(JJI !Jj .., knee. The..: hand hnldi11~ 

the light \\'aS a lso ;t "right" om:, \\'hich p rn\·,·d th:-tt it totdtl not h;n·e h t..:('ll that of tlw llH.:clium. 

Plate 111. j::-, generally il lus trati\·e nf tht• st thjcct, wlti le a clcsniptio11 <•I" !'late I\. has 

alread y u ce 11 gh·t·n on page· 1 Go. J lat1·.., \'., \ ' 1., ancl \ ' I I . are reprcsc·11tati"ns nf \':tl'lllll~ 

s tages of malt · riali~ation, and :1 gt·lwraJ de~rription of w!Jirh will be fo11nd i11 the Jlll't't·dillg 

paragraph; wltik Plate \'Ill. g-iH s •• g <:&H·ra l idc·a of what t<lkcs place \\'IH·Jl tlw form i~ 

e\'oh·cd frum thl' lll c...:dium's s ide, :--t ·\'t·t a l i11 ~ t<t11 Ccs of \\'hich will be: found 1111 pag( s 1 i 1 1 i~· 
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Of tilL phenomena pres~·nll:d under ord inary conditions, 1\lr. Da\\'son R ogt.rs n.latcs one 

in~t,111CL'. "On the cn~niug of tlH.: 2Jrd 1\lay, 1884, 1 had t ht: opportunity of witJH.:!::ising 

\'arious pha~t·s of l\1 r. Eglin ton's mt:diumship at a prh·ate stimcc held a t my own rcsidcnee. 

Tlw company con::;isted-L<.!siues l\Ir. Eglinton-of 1\lr. and l\lrs. Ridwrd Pearct·, my wife, my 

son and two daughtl'r::;, antl mysel f. As soon as the light was extinguis hed, a manifes tation 

\\as gh·L·n \\'hich was of sn unu~ual and so mar\'cllnus a character that- though it was produced 

liJH.ler the uwst ::;a th:;fac tory conditions-1 hesita te tu rect>rd it. Thi~, howe\'cr, was followed 

by 01w which 1 thin!~ it \\'ell to men tion, l lallH.:ly, the succcs:->ful nwterialisation of two forms. 

Nu cabinet \\'as usL·<.I. l\lr. Eglinton was s itti ng in thc circlt.:, bt·tween my \\'ife and myself, 

\\'hL'n an illuminatul IH·ad and bu~t app< an·d ah(J\'C the tai,Jc. I saw it dis tirll tly !'>cvvral times. 

The fan~ \\':h, ht:roud a doubt, that ol my !:lOll Frank, who dcpartul this life t\\d\·e months 

agu. I Jc put hb arms round my neck twice. I le also put his arms roum.l th e ned: of hi ~ 

mother and kissul her. The head and fare t)f T\J rs. Pearce's mothu· also appeared, so wdl 

lightul, and sho\\'ing e\·cry f~..:aturc so di:,tinctly, that nn one \\ ho l.;ne\\' and n.:ml·m bcn:d her 

cou ld ha\'c f.ult..:d tu rn ogni:)<... her." 

Tlw following b an in ~truct i vt.: incident 1clatt:d hy l\lr. .f. G. Kt:ulcmans, the sign ilic:mcc 

1>f wlrirh wi ll lJc tm<lt.:r:::.toud IJy thL' reader bkr on. It is cl t·nsc 111 which tile form 

wa::; suflkicntly ::,ubstantial to move uhjc~o:ts, ln1l a lso 11 thin " enough lu pa::;:, tllruugh 

huma n hodil·!; sitting round the table. 1t throws considerable light on sollH' uf thebe 

lll)'Steriou::, manifl·statinns :- ' ' ln Ft·hruar_y, 1 ~!-1-t , was present at a S(tli/Cl' \\ itlr [\Jr. 

Eglinton. \Ve had arranged with him that be ::,}wu iJ n:ma1n ::>catcd with t h ~.: t: ircle, 

:-tnd that d 5ni.Jdut:d light ::,}muld rema in lhruughtllll thl' s/tlll(l'. rhis 1i&h t \\'a~ a mere 

g limmt r, hut thL'rc was L'llough of it to St..:e the ~r; ::;t,d ornamt..:nts ~~r thL gcbt.:licr. t'utild 

abo J~:,tiuguish white from black in the duthing uf tho:-;l' pn:::;cnt. .. \ftu· ::;ome momL'nb' s ilcJH:e 

and expectation, a cloudy mass was notiled on.r the t:tl•lc, \\'hich contractct.l an d rose tu the 

heigh t of tiH ga:,dicr. It w.1::, n~ry difficult to detect any furm or t>U lline. Though it seenH.:d 

to gradually gruw denser and more symmdrical in ib shape, it wanted th t..: peeu liar 'rounding;' 

it diLl nut look like a human form, IJut appeareu Oat, like a kitL'. 1 t re maineJ movi ng upwa rd s 

and downwards, and <.:ach tinre the upper porlitlll approa~hed the light its ~ub5tan<::c seemed 

tu han· irHTl'a~ul (aftcr Olh' or l\\'c' s low m o\'t.: lllt:l\ts i11 ;t !:iideward dirL'diou, whl'n the light 

fell IHC>re d early on it, there was drapery yj~ibl L"). .\fter some sccnrH.b, it rose again , this 

time rig ht underneath th t.: ga~d ier, which it touched, causing the t'rystal JWlldants to swing 

and tinkle. \\'c a ll saw tht.: form, snw the crystab swing, and \\'t.: all hcn rd the tinkling noise. 

Y~t, thb "'trange, white ma::;:-., mu\·in~ O\'L'I the t;Jblc..:, diu nut prl.!::;ertl any n.:semblance to a 

human furm-it was tuo n at. \\'h en l1H' upper purtion of it touched the gasdier, it made t1 

SLH.Jdl'n do\\'n\\'ard mo\'emcnl, <1::, thongh lo :t\·oid coll biun, which inuuces me to I.Jc lie\'c in il :-; 

rtnlit;· a~ an intdligu1t being-. l>rap~ ry was now plainly \'i~il.Jll', alth(l11gh it luuf...cd f.rr 11 1orc 

l:lht.:real than I fuund it u11 ot l rer prt.Yi.,n~ {)Ct a::,iorl::> \\it h other for111:-.. lf iL \\a::, not mak1ial 

drnpt..:ry, it cvrtainly reprL:,LJlll'd st•111Lthing suggL:,ting drapery, Cor th~rc \\'et'l' Lrvad fu lu:-; :rnd 

pleats, e ;:; pt ci.1 ll y o\'er thL' h~..:ad or 1 athvr O\'Lr that part where tlw head :-.hould ha\·c been. 

\Vhibt 1 lixt.:dly gaL:cd :1t thb strange being, turni ng my head a little l<' tht.: right to f< >lluw ils 

mo\'t·mcnt::,, it s< cmcd tu be ann uycu at my ::,Lar~hing louk5, :t nd it !')tldd t· Jdy came <.low11, as 

fant:iL:d, ::;traight upon wy IH.:ad. So it <.l id ; but J cuuld nut fed .lily :,L' Ibibk l'Oil tact l.Jeyond a 



\-cry strangely <lis;~gn:«:ilhlc' chill, which ~hnnk hnth lll_\" ;Jrllls enii\'Uish·l'ly. l'lwn thc r.;tr:wgt: 

being was <::t'C'll J,r-IJind Ill<'. 1 did not n·l·fwtr 1ny sen~t·s quick l"'llnttgh tn wit1wss its downward 

flig ht; hut the tH':ltT ~ t s itter lo my kft foli(Jwcd it with tlw «')'<', :md, :-~s I s:1w hi~ }wad 

turned tow;1rds tlw floor behind us, lt J(Ikcd also in th:tt dirccliun and just r:mght tlw b:;;t sight 

of the Rpcctrc. ~\ftcr it had \·:mishcd :1 g low nf plws phorcsccnt light r('m:drwd \·isiul.- ou tlw 

carpel. The gen tleman si tt ing next to me :d so felt n chil l when tlt(· 'form' came down. I t 

must h;l\'e passed thrnup:fr him ClS well; there was nn room to pass hdiC'f'f'll us, as we \\'tTl' 

closely p:1cked together round the table. 1 f this were :1 s hadowy fnr Ill, how could it produce 

the dcr:wgcment in the <-Tystal pcn<lnnts? Yet it was \'i~iblc to all <)f u~ (nine persons\ and 

\'isiblc by the gnslight, not ~e1f-l umitwus. If \'isibi lity impli<·s Stlhslancv, I ought to han· fl:lt 
something more solid than a disagreeable senS<Ition when it came in contact with my own 
person." 

These s hadowy and shapeless ~)rntatinns were probably th(.~ incipient stag<'s of matcriali

satio n, of which, ClS regards its methods, we kno w so little. I l nppi ly the time seem!=\ ncar 

at ha nd whe n regul:1 t· :1nd systemati r itn-estig:1tion by expert s \\'ill be tnkcn in h:tnd. ln no 

othc~r way " ·iii the key to thi s mystery of a il mysteries he obtained . 

l\lrs. Burchett , the \\T ~tc r o f the follo wing account, is a lady well known to me, and 

whose report can be absolutely re lied upon. After describing some phenome na flf an <:lcmcntary 

eh«lractcr, s he says :--11 There was a \'cry faint light, suflicient, hn\\'C\'cr, lo distinguish (':teh 

other's features. After two forms had made their appcarnnrc Cl male tlgttt c came out, and 

ad\·anced straig ht to me; he was robed in white, but more closely than til(' otlwrs, and had 

his head unco,·ered except w ith his 0\\' 11 dark hair. 1 rceogHisL'd my belu\·ed friend '\·./ 

with what feelings l will not Clttcmpt to describe:. I Ie came close to me, and I held nllt m\' 

hand t 0 him, which he clasprd, his hand feeling w a rm and natura] as in life ; he t(lm~hecl 

me on the cheek \\'ilh hi s lips, \\'hispcring something I cou ld not m:-~ke out. lie then n·tin:d 

behind the curtain, hut CClnH' out again a lmost immcdiiltt.:1y and t ook up frnm tlw t:1hle my 

f.1n (his b s t presen t to m e). 1 asked him if he recogni sed it. 1 lc s:1 id • Ycs,' and carri(·d 

1t :1way with him behind the curt :1 in s ; soon, howe\·er, he re-:tppean·d bringing the fan with 

him, \\'hich he pressed to hig lip::; :-~ml the n gave me back, and as I thnught finally rc·tired. 

Two other f e mCl1c figu res appeared, and \\'ent to cliflcrent p<"rsons or lhc cnmpany. One bore 

" bright lig ht upo n her dress, which disappC'arcd a~ ~he ;1pproachcd the drclt•, nn<l nllwr 

lights were frequently seen during the slanct. 1 J oey I thl'n <lirl'cll'd that tlw g:-~s shnuld 

be turned up a little, :wd when this was done \'. came nul ngain, hut wa" nnly ah1c t•l cotlh' 

Cl little way, though he seemed most ;utxions I should SC! ' his r(l('r• distinctly. 'J0l'.)'' then 

told me that I might leave the ci rdC' and go within two feet of lhc curtain. Immediately 

l had d o ne this, V . j oined me, and we stood dose togl'lhcr; he took my hand and tried to 

speak to me, but I could not distinctly hear what he said except the \Yonl ' letter I (n.:ft'ITing 

doubtless to o n<.: 1 had rl'ce ntly writt<:n tn him). li e then raised his hands a~ tlwugl! blessing 

me, after which he re treated through thr curtains. \Vhen I n·gnincd my se:tt a 1:\dy n:mat ked 

that he had a fore ign lnnk, upon whkh 1 told her he was :1n Au3trian; and nfttT thr• St'rTJttt', 

was co ncluded I showed her and the others a p hotograph (If him which 1 l"arried 111 my 

pocke t, a nd they «lll rccognisPd the likeness." 

l\lr. J. I J. l\litchcnc·r, F. ,\.S., o f Burgos l louse, Croyoon, euntribuk~ :1. narr:tti\'c ,,f a 



matl·riali~ati1111 ~nTJt({', which t<>ok pbce on 1\lnnt . .l.ty, 1\u\t'JlliJL·r ru th, r:-18-J, ;tnd \\hiLI1 

now c1uote : ''The circle con~btul of s1x pL'r..,nns on ly, \ iz., my'-iclf and wik, :\Ir. and 

:\lrs. 1\m(•s, and 1\lr. and 1\]r!,. \\'illiam Thef,bald. .:\ preliminary exnmination w:ts made 

or the· 1111wr rnom hy the gt·ntlerncn present. The nnly dnc1r kading from thb rnllm 

was lc1d~ed, th•· kvy J"L'Inll\'t'd, t\nd, as :m :ulditinnal tc::-t, a pi\'<'t' nf adlwhi\'<' pajwr was 

arti;.;l·d to door ami linteJ-po~t, rl'JHkring entratll't' frnm witlt"tlt impo::,-.,il tll.· \rithout cli!->tllrhing a11d 

parting tlw p:1JW1'. The cirtlc• wa.; arr:-tngc·d in tiH..· nsual way. l\J r. Eglinu,n pa-.,"c·d quiddy 

under cc•ntrcd, and ~('l?llH.'d lllllhll.llly agitltl'd, lll:lrt hi11n- up and down th<' innl'r room in a rr·:-.tlt S'-', 

di::)tnrlwd m:lllJll'r, :md c.-,ming t>lll l\\·icc tn g:tthl r .... trl·ngth hL'l~•l'l flna11y rdiring . T •• tile · 

expcrit'lh't·d sitter this tlll(>:JSillL'':>::> ccf the nwdi111n .lfl(,rdcd C..:\'l•ry inclil·atinn td. a g•11HJ ."t'clll((. 

f\Ir. Eglinton !J:Jd -::;c:Jrcc l.}' reaclwd the ~t)f:l, "ll \\'hich \\'L' heard him throw him'-t· lf. hcfurc· 

onr llr::;t \'i::,itor liftt·d the curtnin. I le \\':1~ of :1\'Cragc height, hklHlc·rly built, nnd app;trcntly 

alwnt thirty y(·ar~ ur age. As, with incrl'asing power, he wa-s abh· to approach tlu· circlt\ I 

instantly n·cngni:-.ed, beyond a ll qut.::;tiunl the form and r('aturc::; of tlw spirit, and ill\'(llllnt.Jrily 

c.xdailllCd aloud, • \\'hy, yuu ar~ 11--d C--r!' In reply, the fllrm l,C)\\'L'd more th,m once, 

~cenwd ddightnl at ])l·ing rn.:og11is<.:d, and came fo1 ward, peering clot-~L·Iy into my fan· . This 

spirit is the brother of a lady \\'h•l was prcst·nt with nk at a IH t"'Vious St:ancc. l l:lrdly had 

the form ]toft lwfor(' the curt;tin wa;:; again r:1i-..l·d, di:-.rn\'t•ring to us n lll\Tiy fenwk llg11rC', clad 

in the arcustnmnl drap<:ry, h11t in thi o:; in~tanfl· titling do~l' l)' lCJ tiH' person. Tlw {IIH\er 1111t 

pl·nnittin~· hl'r tn !'olllt: forward sufficil'ntly ncar tn u1aLic.: us tn dctt rill inc tlw fc:Jtllrl·s, :d,:-.(11\lte 

idcn tif1c;ttil)J1 \\at-~ nnt pos~iblt·. B11r the uutlinL' of th~ llt,urc so cln~d.r rcsunbk:d, t1nd so 

forcibly n·mindL'd llll~ t)f my tlccc:-t::,ed ~i~ter-in-law, that I inquirL'J, '.\rc yuu L ---l' ·~ ' She 

hn\\'cd in at'C']llit·sct·nce. I ;Jskul, • Conld you bring tht: little child ! ' Slw :Jg,\in I)IJ\\nl and 

n·tin·d, hut rcappc~ rL'd illlmnliatdy, l1nltling l)y tht• hand :l littl l· gi rl nf L,( .t\\'C·tn li\'l' and ~ix 

yc:-~rs of :tgt'. As the two furm ..... , cl:ld in ~nnw-\\'hitt · gnnncnh, ~tnt1d ;:,ide h_y ~ide in thl' dim 

g:.t~light, thty pn:::~cntt.:d " pkturc ~nggcstin· of sp<,tle;:,:::; purity, and a charlll ()f outlinL' and 

grace or attitudt: th;~t defy description. The kg;:, and fL·Ct of thl' child were hare, and, as 

it k\::;scd one t'f itc; tiny h:m<b to th e circk, ding111g kn·ingly \\ ith the..: otht-r to tht hl'aukous 

figure b.)' lH si<.lt:, it eJicitt:d fn.l]ll all C~cJamatlons of tldight. lt \\'.IS a gr<.lllp of beatltj', who~e 

image will l<111g- remain in the memory of those pri\ ilt·gu.l to witnc~s it. t )ur fnurth \·bitur \\'tlS 

unklln\\'11 to the· circle. 1 t wa~ a tall, dignifiL·d rnalt.: t1gurc, \\'ith hand::,otllt' fl':ttlll'l''i, and \\':.IS 

p('d1:1ps forty yt·ars of age. Afkr intimating that I c camL' to 1\Jr. \\'. f'hL ukdd, lw \\'(·nt 

st1 :1ight up to that gl'lltknJ;tn, gra--ping him by thL hand, and luokitlg d"s,·ly i11 t11 hi ::. f.1n·. I ;~:-,1\t·d 

the spirit tt) sh.tke hands \\'ith me. li e complit.'d with a hl'arty grip, .1nd !ina11y, with d( lii>l'r:ttinn! 

lifted my hand to his lip~ and kis::~cd it. .. \ pcru li;-~ rity t>f this ~t'tlllcl' wa:-, the r~tpidity \\'ith 

whieh, hithL·rt), the matt.ri:tlisation:::; lwd fi,Jiowcd each c'ther . .N11t IIIUn: than !iftn.11 ~L·cnnds 

elapsed hct\\'t'l ' ll the departure of lhl' ahon; and the :-~ppca r;mce of • J l;tby.' r kr d,trl,, .dmost 

black f:tcr· formed a stri king ··nntrast to the da7zling whitt·ne.;.::; elf llvr dr~lpt·!-y. ,\lthnuglt s he 

spoke !"l'\t·ral timc ·s, \\'C \n .. re umddt· tn tllllkr::;t<tnd .t \\'ord . \\'ltdiKr thi;-; :-~ru~c frclllt lack of 

power, ur frvm addrtssing us in an Hnknt'J\\'ll ton6ttc.:, I was llJJaiJit. to dderlllilll' Nwnber stx 

\\.'a S a \\.'U!llan or ~ixty yt:ar:;, of age. She SC.:l'lllc.:d to han· <.:yes I(Jr Ill) CliiL' in the cit t..'ie hut 

f\Ir. t\mos, t11 whom s he l'epeatedly kissed ht..r h:-~m.l. ConjL'cturing who ~he migl1t bt:, ~I r. 

J\mos inq11iru i-'ArL· }fill my motht:r?' In rc~ponst: ~he ]IO\H:d St:\Tt .I titnts \\'ith 111:nl.;~ 







of gratification, and m:-~de r<'p('ated l,ut indl'l·ctua l d1orts to reach l\Jr. 1\mos. S1w svt·tJwd, wltu1 

walking, to be encumbered by the drapery, which s he held extcndrd in frnnt nf IH r 1wr~on. 

Up to thi s time, with th e exception of 1 P aisy,' not ont· oC the m:1teriali <wd f~,rrn~ h;ul bc.1·n 

able to ~penk. 1\ mille ligun· next ~teppcd hcf~ , re tl w curt:Jin, and, il<h·ancing two ~lrid~·s •~1dy, 

paused, and gazed earnestly rou nd the circle. I lc hdd up to hi s mouth n portion of hi s 
drapery, partly concea ling lh( rcby the lower part of his facL·. \Ve inquin·d nf each olht r 

in tttrn, but he was declared by all to be a n entire strangcr. I asked, ~ ll ;n·c ynu rome to 

any one in particu lar?' T o ()til' s urprL::.e the fo rm replied 111 a11 au<..liblc V<)kc, • N(),' :md 

then carried on a eon\'ersa tion of some minutes' duration. A powerfully huilt1 bro;td-shoulckred, 

male figure, with a dark Oriental face and handsome features, but quite unknow11 to the circle, 

now walked forward. After tnwcrsing the room he gra~pcd the back of one of the chairs, 

and rais ing it s teadily with one arm, flourished it several ti mcs over his head, and brought it 

noiselessly to the ground. i\t my request he shook hands, wit h a \'ignur for which 1 was 

not prepared, compl etely pulling me forward from my seat. Before lc:wing, he illso shook 

hands \\'ith l\lrs. \V. Theobald. During the lime this po\'v·crful spi rit was in the circle the 

curtain was partially lifted, revealing a tal1, wh ite form in the inner room. On my remarking 

it, the well-known \'Oice of 'joey' responded from behind the curtain, 1 ft is 1.' Some lill1e 

time elapsed after the departure of our muscular friend before the appearance of ow· ninth and 
last visitor. I fc gazed earnestly at the circle, but did not at tempt to CIJmc forward. This 

sen nee was noteworthy in three particulars . ( r) The appearance of two forms in the circle 

a t the same time. (2) The manifestation of physical strength in the action with the chair. 

(3) T he incident of a materialised form speaking and holding a con\·crsation with the circle. 

An examination of the inner t·oom, at the close of the scl.mu, n.:n~alcd that nothing had been 

dis turbed. The adhes ive s lip of papct· was intact, and by no possibility could a nyone ha\·e 

gained access to the apartment." 

A good case of rnaterialisation, in which the iden tity of the manifesting spirit is ckilrly 

revealed, is related by Colonel Lean : " J n the year 1 SiS, l attended some rcmarkahk 
slauccs, which J think arc worth recording. l\1r. Eglinton, wltom at that time 1 had nnt 

the pleasure of knowing personally, was then giving a S<:'rics of s,,.auccs, :tt the rooms t)f 

the British National Association of Spiritualists, in Grcilt l{ussell Stn-.~:t. l\Jy wife :-~m l I 

arranged wi th the secretary to be present at three of them. On tht: llrst t·n ning we 

found several well-known persons assembled in the large slana roolll of that nss01:i~ttion. 

T here was a cabinet with a bind\: curtain prepared fur tiH' nH·dium, which we examint·d. 

T he door was then locked, and we sat in a half-circle f:1cing tlH~ rallind, with the gas 

burning in a gilsel ier pendant from the ceiling, giving sufficient light for us to S<..'c di~tinetly 

all that happened, thus prccluJing the possibility of any accomplice entering tile room (Fig. 

3 1 ) . Various phenomena occurred, ami then l\1 r. Eglin ton, dn.:ssetl in e\·cuing dot hes, 

came out of the cabinet in a s tate of semi-trance, and walking up to my wife and St If, 

appeared to be absorbing our magnetism by waving his hands over us. 11e then retur11ul 

to the cabinet, and we heard him drop heavily into his chair. ,\t the same moment th<· 

cu rtain was dra\\'n on one s ide, and the materialised (( ,rm of a woman, robed in \\ hitc, 

stood before us. In this figure we both ins/aut!)' rccog11istd a si!')kt' of my \\'ife, called 

Emily, who had been J cad auout s tx ycnrs. J\ s Emily h:td bc<:n of a sallow compl<.:xiun, 
...,..., --



with blark hair and c.:yc~, n.:...:ug11ition wa:::; c.:a::::y. \Ve both exprcs<::ed our bdiLf in the 

appe.trancc of our relatin:., but tile.: other lllLml>ers o f the circle thought it was some one 

t.:bc. I may h ere state that our sis te r Emily had been in the habit of communic~1t ing 

with us l)y means of a table. On our return ho me, whe n h:-HI rdircd to D1Y wife 

bed, I lwarci her calling me. On answering her summons, s he tlwt the spirits told me 

were tnpping on the w ardrobe, and evide11 tly wanted us to sit table. As my at the 

wife 1s a wonderful medium for this form of corresponde nce, we o ur s m all table, sat at 

whit.h in~tantly began to rock, and the communication that cn mc was to this effect: • It 

is J, your sister Emily, and it was I who came to you this evening.' said, 1 \Viii you 

come again at the next st..:rwcc?' She nnswcrcd, ' I will if I can .' tiH:n asked her to 

gi\'t.: me n s ign, when she diJ come, that it was r eally herself. She snid, ' I wilJ hold up 

mv h:'1nd. God blt:ss vou · aood ni •-,.h t ·' when the table ceased moYinb(T· On tht.: occasion nf .J J I b ::> I 

the nt.:xt ::.itting, lliH.)ci- ~imi l .lr conditions, the sa me spirit materialist.:J, Lmt this time gan.~ the 
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F l C. 3 I.- Plan ol Snmcc- room , 

:::;ignal hy hnlding up hL'r hand. l\J y wife and IJ(It ll saw it, and to make ~ti ll mun: 
Ccrtaitt that it was ll (J Cmcy or ours, 1 asked tht.: circiL' i f they L'()tll d sec what t he Jiaun.: 

b 

\\'(lS doing. ()nc ur l\\'tl illllll<'diah.:l_y hn::,tl'lll'd tu inform me that it w~~ ho lc.l illg ttp it::; 

hand. Or l'nllrSt' \\'C had llol tu ld any of the other s itters t!Jen uf the S6lllCl' Ill our 

bt.:drour tl. I always ha\'e thought tltis to be one of the most s:tti !:l l:tct•wy <·videnn·s •• r the 

truth c,f Spiritua lb111 and of th<· idt.:11tity ~,r the man ifesting spi rit. 1t :o:;cr·m s to he like 

prn\'illg cl prl)p•ISition ill Euclid. Tlte sc"anrcs an: so ~IIIHH.:ckd, the sallie splnt ('()llting tn 

a ll tlirct.:. Till· sign gin.~n 111 thL· pri\·ary uf our clt<llllbL'r, \'t'rillcd in the.: large S('(ti/Cl', 

:>Cl"ll !Jy Olll"Sl' l\'t.:S, aiiU conllrllll'd by the l"t:llltLindcJ" Ul the circle! whu \\'Cl"e ignorant t!Jat it 
lwd IJccll gi\·cn then .. ', s._.cms lu lc..:avt.: 110 opt.:nmg for imposition. Sn inrrL'dulous is the hllman 

mimi a:-; tn the possibility <,f tht.: phtnumLna of Spiritualism heing gcnUliH', that it has 

alw:tJ!:l l>ct.:n my efti)rt tl• tust t ile truth o f what see and ho.:ar, so as t 11 be nble to s ilence 

the :-.ccptic \\·ith facts, and tn prove my argument that the phenomtna ca lled spiritual 

nre unquestionably true, and not the result o f lcgenlcmain. Bcyonci thnt, I must ka\·e nt iKTs 

to f,.~nn tltc.:ir own oprmon of what it is. There is a wiJc 11dJ ft."lr di~cuss i<1n , ami the 

mort· it 1s examined by inquiring mintb, the sooner s hall Wt.: arrive 11t more sati'ifaclory 

knowledg~·. Sinct.: the s/aucc which l have ju ~t reronled, have ha.d tltc pl.·a.:mre of 

enrolli ng 1\Jr. Egli nlon am1>ng:-;t my l•c~t friends, and havt· had tlte privileg(' of ,\itncssing Car 



gn nter wondt r~ than th ose I ha\'<' j u~t elL ~rrihl·d-in t'\'l·ry inst.lltf~ hut til(· n 11c rtnw H·c·n1 dccl 

111 Iris 11nn-pr o(c·c;sioual cnpncity. I c·on~ id<·r that his l ilt diumi--.t i...: powt r-.; :tr(· tllarn·llou-.; ;1s 

lt aYr ~c'L' II tl wlll cfi r:;pb y('d 111 my hnu~~.·, t11 t i!P"c· of tll)' frk11ds, ami in hi..; "" 11, :1-; 

\\'t•ll ~..., til J>ll hl ic con the tlt'Cn.c:qon rd h i~ gl\· mg Cl k:ctrr r e in St. .J nnw ... ·~ llall. h:t\'C 

~at ' ' ith him whe n the ~pir it wn~ furmnl frt>lll his side Ullde r t lw ga--light i11 (ttl!' tllicl-.,t, 

and ha\·e ~;1L with him mon: than one<' \\'he n hi-; de..;i r~ to pka!-.l' hi-, fric·rHJ..., by tire 

display (If Iris j)(' \\Trs was g reat , and yd ll llthi11g has nppt'nrcd- to me a '-lt••ttg pr••••f t•f tlu· 
ge nuiiH' ness l>nth of the mcdiu111 a nd th<.: ma llifc~tnt ions. " 

11 
Lilj ," a 1/0IIl-dr·-plumf' knn\\' 11 t• > many S pir itu:tlists, ad \·a nces our knr•\\'lt·dg-(' nf thc~c ... 

nwttcrs a <->tc.: p, l •y :t narra t i n~ whir ll {(q·ms 11 fittin g Jink b d\\'CC il cases .suc h ;-to.; tho~e 

han· bcut treati ng, and inst.lllC<.:s wlr c.: re the actual proc<..'SS of formati•m ltas he<'n 

witne;;;sul "There ts a phase of l\lr. Eg linton's marvellou~ mediumslr ip that prop,)se, 

with ) nur pcnnission, to dr:-t \\' attcn tiot l t o, :1s I belic\·c it to he un tque. ref(•r to 

th e f1dl -rnnn mntcrialisntions tha t take place 111 tltc light 111 hi s pn:c;en<'L', \\'IH'Il he ts 

not t•n ly in tltc same r t)O tn with the s itters, but closf to thcm-absolutdy nul' c\'tfft thnJJ. 

ha\·c late ly been twice a wi tness to t his extraordinary d isplay of spirit pnwer, <..':tclt time 

m t he presence of on ly one other person, :1 Indy fr iend o f my own. O n the firs t 

occaSIPil 1 !\Jr. Eglinton h'ad to lea\·e the room to search for some s mall a t tiele he had 

mis laid, and fo r which we a lso searched d iligent ly, in his absence, in bot h rnomc;. T he 

cur ta ins tha t for med, when drawn, the on ly di \' ision bel\\'CC il t he rooms, were undrawn, and 

remaim:d so after i\Jr. Eglin ton's re turn into the fro nt r0om (the door of the l•ack l"lHllll or 

cabin e t being loc ked ins id e) . until he passed, \\'h ilc talki ng to us, intn a t ratlt't: :,late, when 

he \n:nt tn the curt<1ins, and dre w them automa tica lly ; then made passes o\·ct· u~. t hen o\'er 

h i m~d f, and flna lly or cr the cu rta in s ; then kne lt by my side, u ttering a be llltifu l pmycr, 

wh ich he had not concluded '' hen a g rand ma le fon11, fu lly and perfectly llltltcrinlised from 

head t o foo t, tl rtcw hack t he curl:tins, a nd came lil rw.nrd slo\\' ly anrl nwje~tically, 1'< '1n,1in ing 

\\'ith ll ':> c;o tll l' minu tes, :tml fin a lly rl'ti n :d. lr1 the s~cnnd si tt ing, nhout :1 ""'···k l;ttt·r, tire 

matcr i a lisatie~n of th t.: t;;u nc bc:mtiful ~pi rit \\"ib equally perfect; t\lr . Eglin lnn <.•11 this ncc·a~ion 

kneeling in rrnnt or us instead of side by side, whe n the spirit C(liiiC f•ll th nnd platx•d Iris 

haud i11 blessing on l\Jr. Eg linton's head ; a 11d o n re tiring, l\lr. Eg lin tnn ftt] lo\\'ed him into 

the ca binet. In an ins tant the s pirit agt1 in ca me forth, 1cadin g by the hand n beautifu l 

fem:tle s pir it, as fu lly and perfectly materia lised l"'S himse lr.'' 

From this to Florence t\J :trryat's <'x p t: ric tH'<', now narrated, IS hut a step: .. i\ l r. Eglinton 

ts an intim <l l<.: fri end of mine, <md dur ing tlw cnurse u ( n friendsh ip of St:\'l'ral years' 

::, tandin g , I han.: \\'itncsscd many \ronllcrful m~ lli fcs lt~t i ons u( hi s cxtr;tordinnry p"wcr, lntt nothing 

so man ·ellott s as I ha\·e to relate now. The f1 rst of t hese two st(mc:cs took p lnre 1111 l;riday 

C\'(~lling, Sc plcmLer sth, on wh ich occtlsion the circle consisted of l\lr. ~IHI J)IS. Stuart, Colonel 

a nd I\ l t~. \\'ynch, I\Jr. an,J !\Irs. R . II. R usscli - Da\·ics, Colunel .nnd l\Jrc:;. Le·a11, t\ l r . .:\., :-tnt! ~ J r. 

i\ lutgnn. \\'c s:t t in the front d raw ing-rCJom in :t scmili rcle, \\'i llt one ga~-httn11 r alight; and 

the d Cl(ll s hnving lxen prn1 erly sccur('tl against any int rusion, i\Ir. Eglintnn tn••k np ~~ l'"~itinn 

in tlw hack dra\\ ing-ruom, which is di \·idcd uy a pa ir of Cll l la ins from the: fn.rtt. t It• hnd not 

left us a couple o f 111inutcs, before a 111an ~ tt ppcd out fro111 the jlorllc:rt, :tnd \\'alkcd int•l the 

tn id~ t o f u~ . I Ic \\'<1~ a l;t;·gc, stnu t lll <l ll , and \ T r y ditrk , and llln .... t 11f tlw !--itlc·r..., 11ntin·d 
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that he had a \'1..'ry peculiar smell. No one recognised him, and after appcanng two or three 

time~ he left, and was immcdiatc·ly s ucceeded by a woman, not unlike him in appearance, who 

was also unrecognised by any pn.·scnt. Tb<..: s<.: two spirib, before retiring, came nut log ctlu:r, 

and seemed to examine the circle curiously. After a short interval, a much smalkt and 

slighter man came forward, and darted in a peculiar slouching attitude round the circle. I Ie 

had abo a dark face, but with very refin<..:J and handsome features. Colonel Lean asked 

him to shake hands. I Ie replied by setzmg his hand, and nearly pul1ing him off his 

Sl'rlt on to the floor. I k then darted across the I"(JOI11, and ga\'e a s imilar proof nf his 

Jllli SC\llar pOWl'l' to l\hs . Stuart. nut whe n I ask~..·d him tu notice me, he took my hand 

;md squ<:l:'zed it firmJy bct·wccn both his own . li e lwd sca rcely disappcan:d before 
1 t\hd-f1-lah,' with his one arm an<.l his stx feet of height, stood before us, and s alaamed 

all round. Then came my daughter 'Flor{'nce,' a girl of ninc tc~ n yc~ars old, very s light 

and ft ·minine in appearnnce. She ad\'e~n c< ·d once ur twi ce, near enough to touch me 

with her hantl, hut, sceuung fearful to Ycn ture farther, retreatt::d ag;nn. I3ut the next 

morm.:nt s he re-appcnred, dragging 1\'Jr. Eglintnn after her. 1 k was in deep trance, brc<1thing 

with difliclllty, but • Florence ' held him by the hand nnd brought him up to my s id e, when 

he dd<lchu l my hands from those of the sitters either s ide of me , :md making me stand up, 

took my daught<.:r and plact:d her 111 my an11 s. As I s tood enffl]Jed in her embrace, she 

whis pl'rcd a few words to me relath·e tn a :::.uhject /.:Jtown to 110 oue but JJl)'Sf'/j, and she 

placl'd both my hands tlpnn her hl'art and !Jo;;;,nm thnt 1 might fn~l she was a liYing woman. 

Colonel Lc<~n asked he r to go to him. She tried and failed, but aftl' r haYing retired for a 

minlltc l•chind the curtain to gnthc:r s trength, she appeared again 'il't~lz :llr. !:,'g!t"llfon, nnd, 

calling Culuncl Lean to her, embraced him. Thi s is one of the most perfect in stances on 

rc·conJ of a medium heing d istinctly seen by te n witnesses 'il.,,-t!J the :;pint, under gas. The 

next matcri alisr1 tion tha t appeared \\':I s for l\1 r. Stllart. This gentleman was newly arrh•cd frum 

Aus tralia, and was almos t a s tranger to l\1 r. Eglin ton. .t\ s soon a s he saw the 1ady who 

called him to the porlli~rc to speak tu her, hi s c xdama tiun uf genuine s urpri ::>c and COil'.'idion 

ruingh.·d witlt :1\\.<' \\' rl ~ tlllllli !'> takahk·. I k ~aid, •l\ly God ! i>;Htlin(·.' The spirit then whbpcred 

to hi111, a nd p11 tti ng ht. r arm~ round hi '::> neck, aHecti<•natdy ki !)::,cd him. I Ie turned after a 

while a nd addr~ :-.:-.nl hi !-; wif~ · , t<-lli11g her th;tt the !--pirit bore the \'cry Ii .. a tuJTs and c.xprc:,~iLm 

of their ni t·<·~.: , i>;Hrlinc, wlwJn they had losl tlw yc<tr Ll' Curc. i\ lrs. Stuarl askeJ ir she al so 

n1ight nn l ad ,·a llL'e nnd lo<.•k at the spirit, !Jut it \Vns intimak u she mu s t wait for the 

nex t ti 111{·, as a ll the p tJ \\"tT had bee n cxhnustt-d in producing a n exac t mate rialisatio n, so 

perfect ly r~..:ctlgn bal>le ou the firs t oc..·cnsion of its return to earth. Mr. Stuart expn.:sscd 

himself a:-; entirely sati sfied of the 1dcntity of hi ~ ukcL', C'lJld sa id she looked just as she diu 

l.H..:ft)rc ~he \\':ts tnken ill. I mu:;t no t omit to say tlw t the mcuiu m a b o nppearL·d with this 

figure, mak ing the third time of s lwwing himsel f in one e\'ening with the spirit-form. The 

next appearance wa s of £1 littl e child, apparently alJullt two years old, who supported itself 

in \\'<tl ki 11g hy clinging to a chair. The allentiun of the cirdl' was di w·rtcd from this s ight 

by seeing 
4 

.\!Jd-fJ-Iah,' s ix feet hig h, d;t rt frolll beh ind the curtnins a t th~ sa me mome nt, :tnd 

s t a n~} \~· ith th~ child in our ,·icw, whil st l\lr. Eglinto n 3ppeared bctw<:ell the two funns, making 
a trw p m da m uno. 

1

' The :;ccond se{mc(' took place nn Saturday, Septe mLc r 27 th, a nd under \·cry s imilar 
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circunhtancf':;. The circle this tinw consisted of i\ l r~. \\'heeler, l\Jr. \\"o.·ds, i\lis:-; S., 

l\lrs. P., 1\lr~. \·i ctor Stevens, l\ l r. Frank l\larryat, Colonel ami l\lrs. L<.:an, l\lt. l\lorgan, and 

the I l olL (;nn.Jon Scmdcman, an d \\'C ~a t as brfore, and under the satm: c-onditions. l\1 r. 
Egl in ton appeared on thi~ eveni ng to find some difllculty i11 p:1ssing under <'ontl ol, and he 

came out into the circle so m:1ny times to gat her magnetism that I guessed we wen.: <1bout 

to enjoy some · UJIUSu<llly good m:1ni fcstati<)ns. The \'Oiee of 'Joey/ too, r<.:quesl<.:d uc;, nndc:r 

110 orunnslann·s n·ltatcz•l'r, to loos~ hnnds, ac;; they \\'Cl'l' ~uing to try ~ollwthi11g \'cry dillicult, 

nnd \\'C mig ht defeat their efTorb nt the \'C l )' monH:nt of victorj'. \Vhcn the m<'dium was 

a t l<1c;;t unckr control iu t i lt: back drawing-room, a tall man \\'ith an uncorerc..:d hc:td of dark 

hair, :-~nd :1 l<1rge bl'ard, appeared and \\'alkcd up to 1\1 rs. P. She was very much aficcted 

hy the recognition of Lhc ~pirit, \\'ho was ht.. r hrother. She calkd him by name, and kissed 

him, and inf0rmed us that hi e; face \\'as just as it had been in earth-life. I !cr cmotio11 was 

so grc:-~ t we were afraid !'he \\'mild faint, hut after n while she became calm :-~gain. Then a 

lady f"anH... forward, the mothe t of 1\1 iss S., and ga ,·e her some ad\'icc relati\'e to ltcr pt i\·ate 

a lTa ir~. \\'e nex t heard the notes of a clarionet. 1 w:-~ s aware tlwt l\fr. \Voods (a stranger, 

until a few days before thi s slana, to l\ lr. Eglinton) had lost a brother under pe«~u t iar circum

s tances (all of which bad been deta iled satis factorily to him by sla te-writing through 1\lr. 

Eglinton), :-~nd that he hac] been promised and expected to sec hi s brother thi~ evening. It 

w:t s the firs t tim e, howcn~r, that I had eYer seen 1\1 r. \Voods, :-~nd yet, so rcmnrka blc was 

the likeness bet\\'een the brothers, that when n spirit now appeared \\'ith .1 clarion< t in it s 

h:1nd, I could not hc1p knowing at once who it was, and s:1ying ~o to my nc:\l neighbour. 

The spirit ad\'anced to Mr. \Voods and grasped hi s h:1ncl. ,\~ thl'y appcan-d th us, with their 

profile~ turm.cl to one a nother, they \\'ere s.tril.·in .. ~.~\' s imilar in feature ami cxpn.: :-.~ion. This 

s pirit's hea<.l W<lS also h~ue -an uncommon occurrence-and cnn:rcd \\'ith thi<.:k h11ir. li e 

appearLd twice, and said disti nctly, 'God l>ks:; you,' n1nte than OTH.:C. 1\lrs. \\'IH.Ticr, wlt11 

had only seen the spirit nncc in earth- life, was startl ed by the t<•ne of the \"<~It:<.:, \\'hich 

she recogni sed a t once, and ~Jr. :\ lorg:t n, \\'ho intimatt-ly knew tlw tkcc:-~ .... nl g1·ntkman in 

Austr:1lia, confirmed the recogniti on hy saying it was a pcrfed lik ute::;s < f him. l\ ly 

daughter, 'Florence,' then came out, but only a little way, not far enough to reach us. 

1 was disappointed at her want of boldness, which 'Joey ' explained hy saying she was weak 

to-night as they wanted to reserve the strength for a manifestation by-and-by. I lc then 

sa id, ' 1 !ere comes a friend for Mr. Sandcm:tn,' and a man we<1ring the l\Iasonic badgL and scarf 

appeared, and made the tou r of the circle, g iving the 1\Tasonic grip to those of the craft 

present. H e was a very good-looking young man, and said he hatl met snme of those 

present in Australia, but no one seemed to recogni se him. ll e was succeeded bv a mal~ 

spirit who had materia1i sed on a pre\'ious occasion. As he appc:-trcd tl11 ough the curtains, 

:1 fema le form, bearing a very bright Jight, appeared with him as if to ~how the way. 

She did not come beyond th e p orlih-c·, but everyone in the room sa\\' hl'r distinctly. On 

:1.ccount <1 f the dress and compk·:\i on of til' m :-~lc figure, we h:1.d '' rongly c:tlkcl him 'the 

Be<.loui n,' but 1\lr. Frank f\larryat now discO\'Cied he was an East lndi:tn, by addn.•s:-.ing him 

in ll indus tani, to wh ich he responded in a low \'oicc. SoHH'<•ne asked him to take a se:1.t 

amongst us, upon which he seized a heavy chai r in one hnncl and nourished it abO\'C his 

head. 1 ie then sf[uattcd, nati ve fas hion, on the grou11d, and left us, as bcfon·, by \.'anishiug 



~lld tlt nly. • J uey' n•JW allllt.>UllCt·d tha t they were going to try the experim ent of showing 

liS hv<l' the sj,/nis i l 'l'l't ' t'i 'oh·cd jjm ll the nu dimn. This was the crowning triumph or the 

L'\'l'Htng. 1\lr. Eglinton a ppeareu in th t.: \'cry mids t or us , in trance. I Jc C(llllt.: into the 

roon1 had: w~1rcl ~, and a ~ if tlghting with tht.: pu\\'er, his eyt.:s shut, and his ureatlt drawn with 

la bour. 1\ ::> he s tood thus, holding a chair for support, a white, llimsy mass was s t.:ell on his 

hip, his legs bccalllc illuminated with lights tmvclling up and duwn them, and a white c1oud 
scttk·{l about his he:-td and s lwuJders. The mass increased, and he breathed hard er a nd harder, 

whibt indsiLk hands pulled the flimsy drapery out of his hips in long s trips tht~t am;dga!ll;lted 

as soun as formc.:d, and the cloud grew thicker. i\11 at once, in a moment, as wt.: eagc.: rly 

wa tched the process, the spirit, full form t·d, ~ tuml Les idt.: him. No une st~w it h;H.l l)c.:l.'ll 

ra ised in the midst of us, Lut it was there. l\) r. Eglin ton then retirc.:d with his nt.:w-born 

spiri t behind the porlih:t , but in another moment he came, ur b.: was thrown 011t, amongst 

us ag;1in, anti fell upon the fl uor. The curtains opcncti, and the figure of • Ernc.:st' ttppearcd, 

an ti raised the medium by the hand. i\s he saw him, 1\lr. Eglinton fdl on hi :::;; kne<.:s, and 

' Ernest' drew him out l' f s ight; this e nded a mo::; t man·clluus s{aua . 1 han: written down 

the mere fac ls as they occurred, forLcaring to comment on what has filled me (a fter fifteen 

ycar:S' acti \·c experience of Spiritualis lll in all its phases) with the suprc mes t \\'OlHler. 1 

ca nnnt d ose thi s pape r without adJing my tes tim ony to that or so many others, th:\t \Villiam 

Eglinton i:::-, without a ny c :\e<.: ptiun, the mo::> t \\'uiHkrful nwdituu o f his tim<.:, either for slate

writing m· makriali~mtion, and those who han: n11t witnessed what takes place through his 

mt:diumship, have a great deal still to learn.'' 

I\l osl of those who we re present at either or both of these st'ttllces have assured me that 

this description is pcdectly :tccura te, that they occurred under s trict test conditions, the doo rs 

ucin g locked and the keys in th e posst:·ssion of one of the company, and the roums lla\·ing 

h<.:en thorougl1ly searched beforehand. 1 appe nu tlte full na mes and addn.:sse:S , and it must 

he undcr::, tood that where initials an.: gi\·en in the narra ti n~ , family reasons exist rur the ll~Jlles 

not appe:u·ing in full. Tho~c s igning the report a re: Colone l Francis Lean , ~o, J{q;cnt 's J>ark 

T c tTaCL', N . \ V. ; ~1 r. It ll. R ussell-Da \'ks, 1 :.! , \ \restbourne Pa rk Hu~1 d, N. \ V. ; 1\1 r. 1{ . S tuart, 

~-i, Ebu ry S tred, S . \\'. ; Coll-.nt l .t\ lcxan dcr \ Vynch, l.' ni tcd Servkc Clu G, Pall l\1 ~ til, S. \ V. ; 

I\1 rs . E \'a Florence Stc\ cth , ~0, f\lilll osa Street, Fulha m, tl. \\'. ; l\1 r. ! •~ra n k 1\Jarryat, ~0, l\.cgcnt's 

Park ')\ rracc, N. \ V. ; Mr. \ V. P. f\l organ, 1, Queen Vic tori:\ Stt·cct, E.C . 
.:\ :::;; (1 11 addit ional tc~limony to this n .: markauk phenomenon is valu able, J nuw qu 11te in 

ll l'de r u f da tt- the foll ow ing, frum the pen o f l\Jr.]. 11. ~li tc h l~nc r, whn h;ls already hcell 

refe rred to in this c.:ll<lpk r. J le :::;; lj':'::>: 14 i\lr. Eglintun ki11dly Cl>ll :::.ctH n l tu f:wuur Jilt.' \\' ith a 
Sl'f lJJ((' r(Jr Tue~day, October ~8th , 1 SS-t, and, a:::; som e uf the ma nitc:::. ta tions wert.: r l' lll <ll'kai Jk: 

a11d unusu<tl, ) uu may be in t<.: restcd in a Lrief relation of the k alling phc.:twmcna. ·1 h t: drde 

was a large one, compr b ing d t.:\'e n pc rsons-fuur l~h.l i cs a nd seYL'Il gcntlt::m t: ll. 1 t was quite.: 

han nun iuu:::., a mi the plty~ica l a nd meteur ulugic,l l coJH.litions were all tha l could he tk:::.ireJ. 

Chairs \ \'LT<.: arranged in thl' usual Sl'micircle, nnd one gas-l>urncr wa:::; kt.:pt nlight during the 

cuntin ua ll Ct or the sc'ancf . 1 occu picJ a chair a t une cxtrl' lllity l)f the circle, and \\'ithin three 

feet or the CU I t ;lill. Durirlg the C\'clling we \\'ere fa\·uured with :::>C\'L' Il matc..: rialisatiuns. l\ lus t 

(,f them, if not all, wer~..: of the highe~ t o rder; which, considering the Jlltlllbe r of s itters , was 

cc rtaiu)y rcmarkaLk. The \\'hole of the form!:> this eYeniug were, in my o j . il . i t~ n, tntt.' tl l <t tc ri.~l-



is:ttion~. Twn 11f tlw figun·s m;Hk' grc:lt t:tlorts to obtain recognition, l>11t ncitlwr nf tht' c:;itlf r'-', 

to whom the m:ttcrialiscd spirit ~ pninkdly at.ldn:.:;scd lhcm~t·l n:s, wn.:; able to I"L'I'ngnis,· th,·m 

with nhsnllltt' Cl 'l"tainty. ' !he roltowillg s ingubr ph<.:nnmell(lll th<'ll nt:currnl. .\n nhjl'f't, dark 

as pitch, a nd n·sc'l lluling a lll:wk doud more than anything dsl', c:tllH' rrom u1HI• r the n11 t;tin 

nnd r< ' lll:lincd in front or where I was ~i tting. It was not mon· than dghltTn i11ch('s frnltl til,· 

ground, and swayed back\\'ards ~111d forwards. ln proces~ nf time it :tssumcd a rota1y uwtinn, 

and t\\'o patches <Jf white \·~po11r beca me \'isiblc. /\s the process continued, I ··mild dimly 

trace the outlinc of :t f(,rm, apparen tly s it ting on the ground at my ft·{ t, with it~ :-tnns movi11g 

continuous ly b:tckwanl -; :tnd fnrw:-trds \\'ill! a circular motion. At this ::.tage, tlw ~rm~ nnly of 

the fi gure were clearly dc,·clopcd. Gradually the white material incrcasC'd, and a f.tn: and bust 

:trosc, the arms st iH kecpi11~ up th e same motion a~ if \\'Ca\·ing. By dcgn·cs, ami rapidly :tt the 

cl ose, a t:tll male flgllrc, drcc;c;ed in the ustw l beau tiful white material, was 1wrfn:tly t \'oh cd, the 

darkness from \\'hich it ktd first emerged ha,·ing dis:-tppcaretl as if abs•>rbed, or di!'\lhTscd like 

mis t be fore the s un. Th us cle\·cn persons had an opport11nity of wittwssi1lg, in frnnt of the 

curt:tin and within the circle, the whole process of a form matcrialisat io11. ,\s n matlel· of 

C\'tdcncc, it is worth noting, too, that during the sc·allrr, at the tim e that one of th e apJwaranccs 

was in the circle-, the medium in the dark room \\'aS taken with n fil of coughing, which was 

heard by :-~11 and commcntl'd upon. The most remarkable phenomenon occurred at the d ose of 

the slam:r. A noise as if two persons were wrestling \Vas heard in the cabinet. It increased 

as if a struggle were taking place. At this juncture, and when we \\>·ere WOIH.kring wh<tt it 

meant, the curtains were parted, and the medium was literally thrown rorw:. rd into the circle. 

Behind him, and holding hack both curtains with his outstretched arms, stood tlw materialised 

form of t [rncs t.' .:\ s the medium sl~tggcred hack\varcls in a sta le o f irtc;cnsil>ility, lw would 

ha\'C fall en to the ground had he not been caught in the arms or lhc lll:tteriatiscd spirit. 
l\ l omen tary as il was , it sLtfficcd fo r the whole of the clcn~n sprctaturs to witness the prL'Scncc 

of the s pirit and the medium in the circle at one and th e s:-~mc time. lmmetliakh· the curtain 

closed on Eglinton, I was directctl by 1 J oey' to en ter the dark room and takl' tile nH..:dium a 

glass o f \\':llc r. I raving it ready at lll,Y side 1 lost not (\ IHOIIlCllt ill complying. Ft•t•ling my 

way to the sofa I fou nd thc medium n ·cl ining, and s till in a s late of tran c·,_·, l{ aisill~ his ht.·;ld 

I gave him the water, and while doing so, 'Joey' s poke to me in a dirl'd \·oice and retpJt•sl!-d 

me 0 11 returning lo incrcnsc th e light. The medium :tftet· tht· st(mrc was painf11ll_v cxh:mstnl " 

lt is nnw my pleas ure to relate an unmistak:thlc in s tance uf lhis special plwn(lmennn in 

which there ca nno t be the leas t shadow or a doubt as lo its reality. Such in\':tlu:lul~· fach 

clescn·c to be placed on permanent record in the mos t complete manner. This ~/alltt' is une of 

the crowning g lories of l\T r. Eglin ton's mcdium~hip, :tnd I, fo r one, feel J ca11 Jh'\'er r<·pil}' lhc 

obligation he has thus pcrsona11y imposed upon me. 

E:-~rly in rR85 , 1 was placed in a position to commence experimental rc~carch in connectio1· 

with what is commonly kn0\\'1\ as .. form manifestation, '' or 11 matcri;tlisation." ha\·e lnng 

and persistently urged upon Spirit11nlists the 11cce~si ty of re~ular and syste111 atir in\'t·stigation 

of these malteT·s. llitherto the evidence, \\'ith one o r two not:tLk c~<·cptions, h:ts been chit-fly 

~pasmndic in character; ;,11d important clues not having been followed up as th<.:)' \\'L'I\.' l'H'
sentcd, a pcrplC'xing incompleteness clwractcrises much of tltc c-\·idl'nf'(' hrnnght ftH·wnrd in 

s upport o f the 111ns l deli c:t tc, as well as the most womkrfu l, l)f the m.111)' pha~t·s of psychical 



pht.: n•Hncna. I nm not unmindful of the d ose scrutiny and the rig id scic.::ntitic mcth11cb bro11ght 

to bea r upon the s ubject in the pns t by s uch observers as l\Ir. Alfred Russel \Vnlbce, Pro f~.:ssor 

Crookcs, and othe rs ; but, since their inquiries, ten or a dozen yenrs have elapsed, and , with 

the cou r::.e of tim e, \'as t s tride::, have been made not only in the ~haract er of the phenomena, 

but nbo in regard tu the methods adopted in their invcstignti on. There fore, I belic \'e myself 

to bt..: well within the bounds of truth whcn I say that my own narrative, and thusc or my 

fell ow-witnesses, contain valuaLic additions to our prese nt s tock of kn owledge. This is more 

especially the casL when wc remember that, s ince the ex p<.: r imc:nts condu cted by 1\Tr. \Vallacc 

and Profe ssor Croo kc.::;, no n :gulnr course of s tudy hns Letn cnf;agc·d in-even by Spiritualis ts, 

who or all people should have been thc llrst to rccog1 li::;e its nhso lnte necessity and paramount 

importa nce. It is JH.:edless to discuss the cnuse or thi ::; ; many rcasons arc ol.)\·ious . It is 

s ufficient now to emphasise the..: fact that it is only by :;, uch rcg ulnr a nd su1rching inquiry that 

we can hope to LS ta bli sh spiritu :d phe nomt: na upon a linn a nd un assa ilable bas is . 

Practica l experiment has fully jus tified thi s pos ition. Short as thi s series of sianrcs 
was, there has been obtained, in my view, an incomparnble rt:stdt. I by no means wi sh to 

infer that we hnv<. cxhaustu l the question. Perso na1ly, I am incl ined to the belief th:tt our 

cxpcri t.: nce, n.:mnrk ablc..: thoug h it is, has bcen eonfined to the mcrt..: thrcsholll of the inquiry. 

A series of twcl\'c Sl:antt'::> was arranged for with l\1 r. Eg liuton. Of these, nint..: were 

gi\'en to circles v:trying in number from nine to fourteen persons , exclusive of the psychic. 

'Ve ha\'c taken into account, as a working hy pothesis, the cx is lLnce of an inteJligenl force 

external to the sens itive. Such a positi on h:1s in no way milita ted agains t the fu ll a nd free 

usc of reason a nd common-sense ; indeed, my e xperience has been that, by this method, I ha ve 

beeu c.: nabled to cstahli sh :1 bond of sympathy bctwcen my!':.df and the medium which has 

provLd of inestimable value in th e ccmduct of the inq uiry, and I know my experie nce has by 

n o mea ns be~n s ingular. In this wny it has bccn rendered possibl~ for us to suggest cru cial 

cxpcriments, di5cuss JH.: rplt:xing fea ture:;, and incidents-in fact, to spea k fully and freely what 

has bc:cn in our minds , and to <J btain sanction for the cmpluyment of s uch measures as seemed 

to Le desirable iu order to ~et tlc mout point s. 

I entered upon the inq uiry in a rrnmc of mind which I C'<l ll only describc a ::, one uf 

sus pcn::, ion of judgmcnt un some pnrticul ars, and a reasonable scepticism with regan! to othcrs , 

while on ::.c\·era] points I was in a s tate of utter disbelic.:f. No\\', although I have by no means 

arrived at full C(J llVicticH1 on all the que::, tions at b suc.: , in my mind the LI11iform and llll\'a rying 
willin gness of f\l r. Eglillton to plnce e\'c.::ry facility fo r in,-c::. tigation IJL· fore me , nnJ the patknt, 

carnc:, t co-opera ti u11 nf the 'j sentient forces' ' working throug h him, hn\'e rcmO\'c..:d many doulJts, 

s hakcn my scepti(·ism, and in ::.n mt..: respects gi\'en me an ab::.olutc..: cOJn ·icti on. 

The ninth s/allC:c of the series took place on Tue$day evening, Februnry 17th. Upon 

rcfercncL to Fig. 3:?, it will be St..:<.: ll th at the e\'ents descri betl do not d<.:pcnd upon ill u:::;ive tests . 

Thc pbn uf the ~l'cma-ruom, thc constit ution of the circk, nnJ the positi on of ol.Jser \'c rs , an · 
thcre gin:n. 

The roo111 is a n o rtli narily furnished SJttmg-room with J oors ~l-ading on to a landing- nnd 
inlo a bath-room, the lnt ter a lso opcning on the hmding. The doors E a nd F (Fig. 3 ~), I 

locked, securin g th at nt E, lcnd ing from th t..: bnth-room to the pnssaget by pnsting postage-stamp 

sal vagc from the jamb, acro:;,s the marble s hit:ld covcring the kcy-hoh., tu the pand of the doo r. 



To be doubly sure that whi1c the circle was being held there was no possibility of conH1H111ication 
by means of the bath-room door for a confederate without my knowledge, J made pri,·ate marks 

on the door and dnor-post to indicate the exact posi tion of the stamp-sah·agc, ~() th:ll, ass11ming 

for a moment that it was rcmo\·cd to a llow the ingress of a confederate-, it is hardly poc:;~ible it 
could have been replaced so exactly as to dcech·e subsequent scrutiny. I also examined the 

bath insid e. The windows-the rooms arc on the second floor-look out on to the street ; tht:y 

s. MR:;. EveRITT, Lilian Viii;~, H oiJer's Hill, H endon, N.W. 
z. MR. E. D AwsoN RoG!!~:>, Rose \'illn, Church End, Finchlcr. N . 
3• 1\lsss ll!-'l..BN WJTIIALL, s. Altgell Park Gardens, l!ri:-.tt•n, ~. \\'. 
4· .111 R. F.vi!RITT, Liliau \'ilia, Holder's I lilt, Hcntlon. 
S· .li i R. H. WJTH,\U., 5, An~cll P:lTk Gar lien:-, l!rixton, !-i. \\'. 
6, MR. F. l\1. T AYLOR, 6, Finshury Ch::nn l•er:-, E. C. 
7· MR~. FEM~N, 23, Ledbury Ro:s.d, W. 

s. 1\ltL n. """sr.Yr., .· :. 1.<-.llnt~ r R··aol, \\' 
') ' 

10. M~s. X . 
n . 1\l R. Jnu?o: S. FARMI'K, ali, (r.t\'CII !'trcet, Slr.ln,l, \\' L. 

1 ~. ~1 R. R. l' E,\nr F., f ""lnarlh IInu-<e, ltuhkr\ II ill, llcml m. 
13. l\lHs l'eAt<CY., Lan:1rtlt llm1~, Holder'-. llill, llcu<lnn. 
q. !\IRs. Ro<..ERS, }{osc \'ilia, Church l• .tul. fiudtler, N. 

FtG. 32.-Pian of Scanu-room. 

are, thl'rcforc, duly accounted for. Onr experience on this particular e\'ening, howt:ver, m nn 

w1sc depended on these precautions. 

The circle consisted of fc.)urteen pt:rsons, cxclusi\'<.: of l\1 r. Eglin ton. Th•·ir names and 

addresses are gh·en in Fig. 32, and tht: figure opposite each name corre~pond:; with the actual 

positio n occupied in the circk, ~s indicated hy a corresponding m1meral on the diagram. 

Across the door bet\\'ecn Sl'(mce-rno1Jl and bath-room were hung two heavy curtains, and 

1\Ir. Eglinton, when us ing tht: bath-roo!ll as a cabinet, sat al, or ncar thl' ~pnt marked Q . 



I han; alway::; Juu11d it dinicult tu Je::;cribe the amount of light avaibble for ob::,Ln·ation. 

Comparisons arc unsatisf:1ctory, anti yet l know of no means by which the <tllH>tiilt of light 

can be accurately gauged. On the present occasion I can only say that, though the ga::;-IHirner 

at A was turned low, compared with the light aclual1y u.scJ for lighting purposes in a smal l room, 
r· 

yet it was su fficient to c11able me clearly to observe everybody and everything in 

\Vhen the form that appeared walked to the spot at which 1 was sitting (No. 

the apartmen t. 

1 1 ), and stood 

before OIL' , l wns able distinctly to note every feature; indeed, were I to sec the <;,ame face 

amidst the crowds of Regent Strcd, 1 s hould positi\·t:ly lx: able to ide11tify it. 1\Ion..:o \'l'r, the 

night was a 11 light" one, and although a "long" blind was Jraw11 down •J\·cr the \\ induw at 

the back of No. I ~ittcr, yet a considerable amuunl of light came from that ::;ourn:. ,\fter 

the sc'aun•, I te~tcd this by turning out the gas, and by thi::5 light a lone I wa::5 aLle to ,1i~ti ng 11i::>h 

the su bjects of pictures on the walls, being, howc\'er, unable to read the title~ uf sume of the 

cngravmgs. It will thus be seen that althouglt the light was technically ''low," it was su fli cient 

for the clear and accurate observation of what occurred. On that point l am perfectly dear. 

Passing hy the preliminary occurrences on the L Yen ing in tJlll stio11 as irrek vant to the 

phenomenon nf the presentation of a form, evuh·ecl in presence of all the obscrn:r~ and \rith 

the psychic in the circle in full view the whole time, I \\'ill g l\"C my ouscn·,1tions in detail. 

If my readers will note the position I occupieJ (No. I 1 ), they will Lettt:r UIH.lcrst.1JH.l my 

narrati\·c. 

Cuming from tht..: imH:r ruum, apparently in a s tate of deep tr.mre, 1\I r. Eglin tun p~lt:L"d up 

and do\\'n the ~pace formed by tht! cirde. 1 Ie wa~ rcstles!::i l)' spa~modic in his mo\·Lmenb, anJ 

his hands, at time:., convu ls i\'ely clutched ditll.:rent part::> of the t:p]K r portion of l1is Ludy. Twice 

he paused, ami, approaching f\h. Younger and l\Ir. Tnylor, made pa::;:;,c~ over them. Thi:; parade 

lasted for upwards of five minutes, during the last three of which .1 brilliant light- in ::;ize like 
a half-crown piece-was obser\'cd Ly me, at firs t on his right side only, but jus t prt vious to tht: 

next stag<.: Clf tiK process, on his kft side also, finally fluttering al l over his Lreast. .At the 

l a~t turn th l'::-<' disappean:d, and upon l\]r. Eglinton taking up his ]>•>!:>ilion at the puint indicatt:tl 

in the diagram at B they were 11ot t{> be seen. .-\11 thi~ time the i11·cathing uf the p::;ychic h~HI 

LcLn increas ingly laboured and clu.:p, accompanied at times with groans. 

Now, standing at g , half-s idc\\'ays towards me, l saw him ( l\Tr. Eglintnn), by a quick 

1110\'l'llll' llt or the fingers, gently dnl\V, npJXlren tly from under hi s morning-cuat, tilL' tup Ullttoll 

of whic-h was fa~tcncd, a dingy, \\'bite-looking substance, if I may Sl) describe \\'hat I have ne\'er 

handled, aud ur the kxturc and make of which 1 ha\'L 110 kn owkdge. ThL lllO\"elllC'llt of the 

fingers was such as to draw it at right .1ngles from him, allowing it to fall and hang by its 

own weight dtl\\·n his left s ide. As it emerged from under his coat and ft..:ll, it grauually iucrea:>ed 

in volume until it reached the g round, covering ?\Tr. Eglinton'~ left kg frum the: knL'L" du\\'nward::;, 

the cuniH .. cting link bct\\'ecn this portion and hi s side being pre::;en·L"d the whole time. The 

ma~~ c,f white matt..:ri:1l on thL" ground increa~ed in breadth, anJ 1111\\' C'OJ ttme11Ced tu pulsate and 

move up and down, also :swaying frnm s ide tu ::; ide, th~..: mutur po\\'LI- l>Ling unJerne.tth thL" mas::; 

of materia l, and conccnkd from s ight uy it. The Jinll:n ::,ions of the ma~s \\'Ould be about twu 

fed in ht.:ight and, say, about three feet in kngth and IJn. ~dth; but I \\'a;:, not fa\'uur.1bl) placed 

to uLscrve th e..: b!::it twu dimensions. Looking at the f.1cts in the light of the re~ult, 1 ::; lwuld 

::>ay the upward pubatory and the lateral swaying lllO\'t:lllL'Jib \\'t:J't..: c,u~::,c..:<J U)' the action of the 



head nf the 11 for 111 '' :-.tril.;ing :1g:tinc;:t the material 1 (:c:;ting <111 th~ fl• )nr. The IH ight inn l"Ol!--ed 

to thn·t• f('l t, ar1d, s h(lrt ly aftcn\·anl"', th'· "fnrm., quick ly a11d quietly gn ·w to ih full ~tntun, 
carrying tilt al><•\·e-HH'nti « •ned dingy whitt matc..·r i:11 \\ ith it. This :\ I r. Fglinlttn, hy a quirk 

lllO\"C IJH "Ot of the !Jand, drc\\ tJ fl ti ll' !wad t> f tht 11 f'l.>rlll," the Stn lf itself (<tiling J Jat'l~ 11\"('1" lite 

~hn11ldrrs and fn1ming pnrt of the dress of our ,·isitor, it IJLing i11 S(~IIJ <: w;1y firmly fixed tn 

the rcc;l of his np pnr d. 1\ll this time the link {of tlre sa me \\ hitc nppcaranrc as alrL ndy 

described ) was lll:.'lintaincd IH tween the g ruwi11g " fl)J'IJl" ;urd ~I r. Egl inton, who ll<•d n:ma inul 

in ~ ighl nf a ll of liS Juring the whole op<.r<l tion. Th<· l nmtecling link wns l ith<:r nnw cnrn

ph.:tdy scn:rcd, nr l>('lamc ~o :lllentJ:ttl'd :ts to be inYisil>h·, and the "fnrm,'' with :1 nwj.-c;ly 

and dignity nne ca n ill dc<it t ibe, :tlkanccd to l\lr. E\·•·ritt (~o. t), ~hook !rands with him •. 1nd 

pnsscd round tlw cirdc, trl:t ling lll'arly cn:ry one in the sn nH· manner. Frnm my posilion 1 

lr :-~d :111 opportuni ty f( ,r proknlgLd and careful sc rutiny. L' pon hi~ s h:tki11g !wndo:. with me. 

1, F-omcwh;-tl loth to loose Ill)' grasp, greeted him in thi:; wav three time~ Pa~"ing on to i\lr. 

and :\li s . l'•·:ttcc (l\os. 1 ~ :md I J) and ~lr~ . Roge rs (No l.t). he ctosscd the ruom to where 

1\l r. 1\ogcrs (No. 2) \\as .._ itting, shook hands with him and tlrosc si tling on e ither sic.Jc, and 

then, s teppin g out iuto th e room, neared the curtains of the h:tth-room door, re-n pproached 

1\l r. Eglinton, who was now partially supported from falling by 1\Ir. Rogers, :tnd, taking the 

psychic firmly by the s honl<.lcrs, drnggccl him into the cabinet. This is an nccu rate account of 

\\ h:tt I observed of the actu:tl formati on and disappearan ce of the figure. will now deal 

with the other characteristics . 

1. Agr.- The "form'' was that of a m:tn of middle age. Judging l>y t1sua l method~, I 

should pt!t hi s age as 11 fty, more or Jess. It is oln·ious l_y impossible, hO\\"e\·er, to ~Ullc this 

with :~ny degree of acruracy, ;md 1 on ly mention it to s ltn \\ that it s appr:tr:tn((· was cntin: l)· 

diOercnt from th at of l\l r. Eglinton, \\'ho attained his twenty-eighth Y' ar 111 the following 

July. 
~. Jf,·ight.- The figure w:ts c<:rl:tinly taller than ~J r. Eglinton-upon actunl mensllr t ment 

C.H!I' in chv~. I d<'cidcd thi s by JH •ting the statltrf' h.r means tlf uhj<"ct-. on tlw wall5 :111 d :t ftcr 

\\'llnls comparing the htight of til<' medium i11 tiH' F>:l mc m:tnncr. '\not hcr mc:ms nf testing this 

fa ct wns :1ftiJrJcd on two occasion.:;, \\hen the 11 form'' and til l' psychic W•T<' stn nding c; idc bj 

s ide, uolh bei ng firmly pla nted Oil the ground. The Lst imatc o l>taint·d in this way tallil'd with 

that obtained in tl1e other Wn)'. 

3· Facr. - The fenturcs wcrl regular, full, :tnd animntcd. dist in ctly F-:1\\' the fnre hc:td , 

eyes, no~c , :tnd e:trs; the mouth \\':1 '\ hidden by :1 full grn\\'th of d:-~rk hair "ll the t~pper 

:tnd luwcr l ips and chi11. The heard, also dark, but tinged with grf'y, was lnng :tnd lln\\'ing, 

di,·id cd in the cen tre, and fn lli ng upon the chest. The eyes were deeply ~<'l , nnd the f<H"l'hcnd 

hig h. The hair on the hcnd, though dat k in cnlour, did not :lPIK:lt· tn me so dark as that 

of til l' hcnnl. 

4. Fignn•.-'J his wn s massi\'cl)' huilt, ;tnd nppc:-trcd solid and ~uhc;tanti rtl. \\'hc·n p:ts.,.mg 

nHtllll the ci rcle the tn::td, tl1t>ugh unhe;ud, wa '> di~tinctlv fdt. The sltc•uhk "' wr n· hrond, 

and the 111':-td \\'Cl S \\"<:11 set hark upnn thun. The feel I saw WL're naked, lnrt I had no 

opp(' rtunity fnr furth er ob .:;t'n·ntion. Tir e !rand to till' l11t1<'h \\:lS \\':11"111, ~~~ft. :tnd lil'l:-likL', 

and, alth tl llgh :ts hrCJ:-td a c; th:tt nf l\1 r. Eglinton, was }(JJtg•·J', :tnd its grip wn-; linn :~nd 

hearty. 



I SO 

5· C/vthing.- Thc ' 1 

wai!->t by a g-inlle. 1t 
like a hood frm u the 

was m<lde, was da rk er 

ga rme nt. 

form " was npparclkd i11 a whi te, flowi ng ro l>e, fas te ned ruurH.l tl u.: 

I1Ung in fc, Jd s upon tht.: frame of the flg un :. Tha t po rtion ha ng ing 

s houlde rs , a nd which fo rmed the canopy unde r wh ich th t.: " form " 

m colour a nd more subs tantial to the s ig ht thnn the res t of the 

6. Othfr Characteristics.-The whole 44 form '' was full o f life a nd animation. Though it 

did not s peak, it clearly unders tood and resp <., nded to e very request made to it. Gratification 

was indubita bly expressed hy the fact: a t the s uccess of the e xperime nt. A care ful 

solici tude was appa rent on accou nt o f l\fr. Eglinton. Twice when the latter was staggering 

to the ground, the '' form" turn ed a way from the circle towards him, a nd g rasped the white 

connc<..~tin g link bet ween the m, which :~ga in became d sible towa rds the dose of the expcrin~c.:nt. 

A ftc r the 11 l~)rtll '' llnd had a separate e xi l:;tence fo r some minutes, the medium, s till in nn 

unconscHnls s ta te , ngnin dre w forth the white m ater ial above -mcnt innc d from his s hk nnd 

tmdcr l1 is cu:1t, ;md s tre tc hed it out towards the 11 form," which eagerly g rasped it. 

A no ther no teworthy feat\lre is the di s ta nce the u fo rm " r eccJ cd fro m the mediu m. The 

farthest point reached was te n feet, a s represented by the dotted line in diagram fro m 8 to 

c. The dis tance from ba th-room d oor to B was s ix feet. It mu st, how c \·er , be born e in 

mind tlw t the dotted li nes from B to C do not represent the track t a ken by the form : it 
a pproached within s ix inch es of nearly e\·e ryone in the circle. 

\Vhe n the medium ha d returned to the ca biuct, water was asked fur by m eans o f 

ra p pings, an d upon my e ntering tlu: room \dth a g ln:::s o f 

th~ da rk t t> reach l\1t·. Eglinton's mouth, l fe lt a 1
' fo r m " 

gently gu ide d. 

\rnkr, and while fumbling jn 

by my s ide, and my arm wa s 

T he nex t clay I wrnte to each mem ber of the c ircle , askin g them to write 0 11t and 
send me :~n independe nt ;1ccuunt of what took place. This was done by nine of the o the r 

witnebses. O n some points o f detail the re \\'e r e dit1c re nces o f opi nion aris ing sole ly from 

the \ an"u:-; p0sitiuns occupied by t he wi tne::;sc:s. 1\ll the me mbers of the circle were , 

h owe\'t:r, ill t:OIIIjlk ll' ;1ccord as t(• Lite general f01cts. Tl wsc p t"Cbc ll t w ht..l did not send 

jndept·tHic nt :~rc(l un ts of wh:1t touk place, au thori :::.c me t c1 s tate t hat they, after readi ng the 

report, :tpprnn·d u ( it a:; a t~orrcct ~t~tlL·mc:n t. 

~ud1 ;w <t::>lllll Hding plll·nonH.:non did 11ot pass \\'it ht~ t tt criticism. O tle cri ti c l'OilSi t.kn:d the 

evident:<' t~11111pkk, but though t that, fo r t he s;ltisfa.t·tion of sce ptics of a certa in school, it 
wou ld llan: Let:n as wdl to have ;Hldc<.l, ' 1 \ Vc a ll examined the J1oor and \\'e re satis flcd 

t iler<-: ·was nu trap-door below t he p ile o f mu s lin, a nd we a re ::ll s<J sntis fie <.J th a t n o human 
being C<tt tl d lwvc crept a long the fl uor un de r co\'cr of the said pile of mu slin from the inner 

room unohscrn:d.'' In reply, I have tu st at~, tha t haJ no t los t s ight of these pkns, no r 

had others of the wi tnesses done so. As regards the tra p-door, the re we re many littl e 

in cicknts in the st<'ancr incom pntihle wi t h suc h a s uggest ion. 1 sati sfied mysel f, however, 

th a t nctne exis ted, and ~ ubsc:qucntly l had a n opportu ni ty of thc~rcmg hly examining the house 

wh~n L'll1pty, :-~nd 1 need hard ly say I fa iled to discover any tr:~ces w hatC\'t.:f o f a ppa ra tus or this 

kind. T he 1~1ct is, t he " trap-doors," n nd ' ~ tlsh ing-rod s," ;1nd 1
' broom-s ticks" are i nvcnted by 

t hose who do not !.·uo; ... ,, and t hose who w ri te frnm expe rie nce only la ugh at s uch vagaries 

of the imagination. As reganJ:s the: possib ility uf a hu ma n being creepi ng al ong- tht.: fl uor under 



CO\'<..:r of the ·• dr:1.pcry,'' un~LLil hy t ho~e pr<"sc·nt, I consider th,1t it ~onld not lw d· •n•·. 

I ~ hould mo~t ccrtni nl.r h;w<..: ohsen·cd such an occurre nce, and some <lf tlw other sitt(•rs 
\\'C're ~·\'l'll more f:l.\'!'Hil':l.bly plac<..:u for tlw ohsen·ntion of suc.:h an C\Tilt. 

I also recci\'t.:d n com mHnic :1 tion in respect to this phcnonKnon from 1\l r. S. \\'. \\'nt~wn, 
of Hirkby , I lmlders lield. This letter is :1 r·eprescn tati \'e one; tlH'rdorc 1 quote tht rc]e,·ant 

pas!-;ag('s, a11d dea l stn 'atr'm with the points raised :-- 1
' It seems tn me that the sla11r,•, \\'hL'Il 

\' iC\\ ed !1)' th e nnrcg<"rw ratc hoi polloi, or hy th ose who, like myc;l' lf, occupy that border line 

whe re \\'e ha lt between two {\pinions, will appear most unsntisfactory anu inconclusi\·e. The first 

weak point that occurs to me is- that the St~nu·c s hou ld h:we laken plnce at tlw hnu::;f' of 
the medi um. On l11's Oil'll g round, :1 ck·\'er conjurer. is more tlt:111 a match for the sharpl':.;t 

a nd severest scrutiny. I think nne might alsu ask- Fi rst, \Vas the light c:;uniciently gnod to 

enable the nc·arcst si tte rs, nnt:1bly No. and No. L.l, ln dist inguish tile curtain in frl)nt nf 

thl' ba t h- room door, and, a~ a matter of course, the space between the curtain and the spot 

ma1 kul B in the pla n ? Secon dly, J\ sstllning there was a sttniciency of light, was strict \\':l.tcll kept 

upon that part of the room previous to the appearance of the ligt1rc, and nH)St pnrticularly 

during that 1cmarkab1e downpou r of muslin or whate ver it might b<..:? It is a wt:II-known plan 

of conjurers to dis tract the at te ntion of th eir nudicncc, an d this they ca n de in the fulles t 

light, and with the largest aud ience. r low much easier, then, wi\1 it be in a tbrkcncd room, 

anu with a smaJI auJicncc, cons isting, too-l think I am right 111 assuming-if not entirl'ly, 

principally of uc\·out Spiritualists. l can concei \·e it perfectly easy to a ski lful hand to 

introcJuce his spirit, or rathe r for the s pirit to introduce himsel f, while all eyes and a ttentions 

were directed to that mystical manufacture of muslin ; which latter, when piled in <1 large hc:1p, 

as it appears to have lJc<..:n, wou ld afti.~rd a co n\'en ient s hi<.:IJ while the fignn was :1pproaching. 

Mind, 1 do no t say that it \\'<lS so ; I on ly state the doubts anti suspici•ms that arise in me. 

But, to my minu, the weakest part, by fa r, in the \\' hole Scl1llt'f is thi~, that when the 

figu re and the psychi c Jisappcarec.l th rough the eurt<lin, there a p1wars to be no rec.:ord of any 

prompt a nd at-r!lraff' scrn tiny of the bath-room. \\' hat m1ght lo h;tn· lwen dnne i:-; thi~; sonH

one s hould ha\'c bee n placed at the dotw lead ing into llw bath-rnum, the11 the m~~nwnl the 

meu ium and the frwm had ret ired thn>ug h the curtain, ;mother person s hou ld ha\l' ::.t<llioncd 

himself there ; after th at, it docs 110t matter how many nri nu tcs you :dlow, it nnly remains to 

search the ba th-room carefull y, very carefully, rememberi ng it is his n\\' 11 house. 1\:,c,uming al l 

thi s to ha\'e Lee n done by shrewd, a nd at the s:1me time by kno\\'n trustworth) per~onc:;, 

and better s till if they were out5idcrs not connected wi th the drclc-thcll, if no trarc of the 

mys terious vis itant were disco\'ered, 1 ca nnot concri\'e of hnt one opi nion 011 the m:ttt<:r." 

Although in some cases the fact of the sr'tw r(' having ta ke n place at the rcsiuu1ce of the 

medium might be considered ns detrimen tal to tht \':llue of the e\'idenec, yet in th1s instance 

the argume nt cannot fllirly be hdd ~s applicable. Tlrr slren ... r:tll of !ht: !tsli111mn• for thr 
phenomenon lz"f's iu lite f ad of r'ts bc/ug tnl1i ·r~, . iwlt'f>clu/rnt of sudr prccanlious. f)z'!igozt am! 

carrful starclt was madr, botlr prn 1IrJll:i and s.u h::.t'tjlltlll to flu• sL:anc<..', r{ flu m!joint'ng room, and all 

m eans of access fo r a possr'blc cOT~/tdcrolr 'ii.'t'l't' canful(l' barrtrl. Even, howe\·er, if these 

precautions hac..l not 1Jccn obser\'ed , the value of the c\·idencc \Vo\Jid not h<1\ e been, in the 

least degree, \' itia tccl. lf th •" test iiW)Jl )' is ca rLfu lly rend it wi ll be obsen·ed tltat (1) l\lr. 

Eglinton came alouc from the inner room ; (2) that his C\:ery mo\'cmcnt was plainly discernible; 



and (3) th:-~t the light was su fllcie11t for eart.: fu] obscr\'ation. 1 Tow, then, e\·en assllming, for 

th e sake nf nrgument, tha t a confl'dcr:ltt ga ined access to the imu'r roo111, co uld he (the 

eonfedcratl') have pas~cd into the roum in \vhich the "(lpparitio n '' was formed unknu\\'n to one 

or two at !tast of the fourteen witnesses ? Such an idea is th e more m:~nifcst ly ahsnrd if it is 

r e memhtTcd that a ll testify that th e ligh t was goud; quite s ufficient indeed to enable e\·cryonc 

to see wht~t wn s taking place, and e nough to cnal.Jlc mns t o f t lH>Se present to observe in detai l 

the Y:trinus stag•'s of the phenomenon. Moreover, fronl the pos iti on ()ecupicd hy 1\Ir. Eg linton 

dlJl'ing the procL·:ss, the gaze o f a ll the o bscr\'ers was directed to that portinn of the r<Hllll in 

which, to tak e part in what nccu rred, a confederate mu~t h;l\'c made his or her appearance. 

l am persona lly pe rfectly sati sfied th at no man, wonwn , or ch ild, cou ld possibly have passed 

. th rough the d(•Or leading from the inner room to the sc(mcc-ruom without my instant ly 

h~ving become aware o f it; this a lso is the testi mony of all my fell ow-witnesses. l n additio n to 

this , it mu st Le n:membered that I carefull y ~ecun:d the only me:~ns of ingress, searched the 

room both before a nd ::~ftcr the sl'lJIIO', and fo nnd C\'eryt hing to my s:-t tisfaction. I have also 

satisllcd mysdf that the door in que!Stion 1s not "a trick d nnr/' as was s uggeskd hy the 

notorious 44 hroom-s tkk " invc~tigator; nor 1s there a trap-door a t o r near the spot at which 

the apparition \\'as developed, nor inJeed m any pZtrt of the two rooms. This has been 

asctTtained by the mos t careful scrutiny. 1 do nut, howc\Ter, place much importance on this 

f<1 ct , inasmu ch as the r<::::m1ts o f this Sclli/Cl' were entirely independent o f whether the d oor 

was ~ecured or n ot. Bu/-th<lt ine vitable 1 1 but " - I diJ n ot 1ool.; up the chimney (the circ1c 

was between il and the 1 1 form "), and possiLly someone got him~df tied to t he end of the 

apparatu s of some chimney S\\'eepc..:r and in that \\'ay gained access to the room, and then
why, all would be \'cry easy! 

ln a nswer to the question ahout the light, I mus t refer to the account already gi\'t·n. It 

was, a~ a m<1tlcr of fact-the description g iven is under ra the r than on:r-s tatcd-sul1icicntly 

good to enable Ct1cJ:v pcrsun present to oh!:>c..:n·c th e cu rta in s in qucstiun , and l have :l1ready 

said !:ltrid wntrh was kept. No a mount of by-play would ha\'c :su dbtrackd my atten tion (nor, 

I am a~sun·d, did it di~tract the attention ()r other \\ itnc~sc!) to \\'l!lJlH 1 ha\'e mcn ti(IJtcd t]Ji ::; 

poi nt ) a!:> to ha \'C n :nclt:red pos!:>ib]c what i:::; sugge:stcd. 11 r. \ Vatson'~ third qnc:::;tio n has 

already llccn answered in dealing with the C> ther JX>i nts raised. 

The whtJk mntter- re~dly re5uh·cs it self int o these nlt ernath·L's: Eit her fourt<.:cn pcrsuns 

lt:J\'<.: united t<• pcrjtll"L' tlwmseh·L·s, or they were, one an~1 al l, sil!lulta nl'ou~ly d1 c·dn.:d. 

\VIt t·l lwr ci tl tcr of these hy potheses is r n .:dible, or whdl!t-r it is mort: l ikely that the fn11rkcn 

wit nc~::,t:s po!)sc·s~cd jus t s uflkient c\"<..Ty-day cnmmon-scnst: to ubsc-rvc acc•tn-ately, and to record 

f;1ithfully, wh;n l l1<.:y saw, I leave to othe rs t(, jttdgc. Nc\'crthch.:ss, it c.liHlut lle denil'd that 

to sotn l~ minds, '' pn.>jccting teeth," u broom-sticks," 1' fi s hing-rods," an I 1' chimm:y !-.\\'<.:cp'::; 

tackk" :trc f<>rm idahlc u bstadcs tn the acLt· ptancc of pl;1in tln\·arnislwd s tatclll cnl:s uf f<H' t ! 

A:s to the i ll \'e~ tigator~ bt·i ng Spiritu:11ists- l pass hy tlw (j\H:!'> liun as tn \\'ltdhcr tlwy an: 

II cle\'(l\lt" ())' Jlut --S\ICh is the (':!Se. nut tlJat fad is 110 Oi!:>qlJ,tlillcation, Jl l'U\'idcd tilt )' art:, 

11 1 additi11n, ca refu l and pati<.: nt se( J..:crs fur tr11t h ; mH1 cakn~"' par/bu', their t.:xperitncc in 

n·st·an·h 11f this kind \Vottld nndo\lbtcdly sta nd thl"m in gc)(ad !:> tvad, c.-•mpar('(l \\'ith tilt' t:1cil itics 

for ul,st·n·ati"n and judgntt•nt 11t the cuuwJand <1f thu~l· \\'hi) ;1rc <'l>llf(·:-.~,·dly no\·ict·s in tlwsC' 
!:>tudi t·s. 



This c::iantrr w~c; not the only on·asinn Oil which 1 had ohsc-r\···d thi s plwn•>lllt'Jll)ll nf til t' 

pn:~cnlatinn of an apparition in the light with the mediu111 in ful l ,·iew. l\Jy oh"t:n·ation ()II 

lhe first necnsinn wn~ , hnwt· \·c-r, far from pl.'rfect, and so I abstai1wd frnm n pul•li<'ntin11 uf tlw 

dcl. 1 i l ~. OtiH rs , ltu\\'t' \'t:r, l1ad b l't 11 t11 on~ fortunate, nnd I receiw·d a n:t1tinn 11f a ~; 111 ilar 
experience from 1\lr .. J. I I. l\ litchent'r. I lis nc<'O llllt is ,·cry iutcn:sting-, ns L'orrobor<tling in m:II'.Y 

rcc;p<'ets the n ·iueucc jt1s t <H.hluccd. 1 It: dcsit cs me, if l pttbli ::;h it, to s t:lll th;1t lw has ~imply 
narrnt l·d facts as he nhsl' r\'t·d t hclll , and th at th e stnteiiH:n t h:ls not been s ubmitted ln th l· o the r 

s itte rs. I k snys :-''The SrfTJ/((' took rlncc on the I lth February, 1885, th<.· pc;ythic bvin~ 1\lr. 

Eglinto n, whose cltnrnetcr is ~o ll iglt ly estcuncd. The circle comprised t.:i~ht p{·rsons, l·xdusi\'c 

of the S(' ll !-;iti \ ~· or mcditllll : fnur ladies a nd four gentkmen. Hy reqw·s t, tlw g.1:-: \\'<1~ ~lightlj 
lowert·d, and, shortly afterwanls, th<.· mcdiurn-01 sensi ti\'e, as I prefer ca lling- him - -came 

int o tlw room where \\'e \\'t I <' seated , and, in n state ()f appnn:nl trC"IIlCc, mC"Irehl'tl h:tl'kwards 

a11d for wards in front of til t· ...;ittcr:"'. In a few minutes, ;m appt·ar:utct n~snnhli11g a whitt: 

IJ .l JHlktTchic·f \\':lS SC'l'll tn l1:t11g frulll lti :-; sicl• ·. a g fro111 tht tro usl'r s pnd:ct. Tlw ~t'll='ilh L' tl1<.11 

pau ~ccl in frollt or llll' ( I uCCtl )li<..:d .l rlwir at Olll! end of the circk), ;u!fl :-:cil.illg Ill) hand, 

r<:l C"I incd 1t in his o\\' ll with a cnn\·ttls i,·c grip tlu ring the progrt·s" l)f the piH.· nomt·uc• n that 

followed. f\kanwhile the while ,-apour co ntin ued to come for th from tlH' krt side of the 

scns iti\·e, momentarily inCl:easing both in \'olumc and dens ity. 1\ ~ it <>nmnH:ncu..l to assu me 

the outline of n human form, it was watched by :til with close atktllion and absorbing interest. 

The se ns itive s truggled, as if to diseng[l.gc hi s arm from me, yet ne \'c r rcln ;-.; ing lh\! den th-like 

grip of his ha nd_ As the s pectators continued gazing, the vnpour-if vnpour it {an OL' called -

condensed, or if it were n s ubstance, it contracted, g radually assum ing the sl 1apc... of n lnamn11 

bl'ing until the con1pletc ligu1·e of a ta ll, hnndsomc-looking lll<lll, with n dark benn l, was 

materiali sed before the <.:.)'CS o f the eigftt )WI'SOil S COmposing LIJc circle. \\' hell fully <.lc\'clOJK:d, 

the ' s pirit ' \\':lS se,·cr:l) inches talle r thall the scns iti\'e. For c;,<·\·cral moments, 4 s pirit' and 

sens iti,·c :s tood s ide by sidL'- lhc sc·nsith·c being s upported by the outstretched ann ur th(' 
1 s pirit ' plncctl lu,·ingly nrotllld him. 1\t this point the sensi t iv< · rd('ascd my hnnd, and with

dmwing from the ' s pirit' n dis t:lli CL' c• f from three tn fom f<"c.:t, rt'\'<'aletl a whitt..: bC"IIId, nboul 

fou r i11dws in w idth, connecting hi s s ide with that of the s pirit. The cord etf :.piritunl 

pnrturitio n was tltcn Sl' \'Crc<.J. 1\lr. Egli ntt111 st umbled hackw:uds in to his chair, \\'lliciJ hall 

bee11 placed be hind the curta in, leC"I vin g the ~ ilters nlone with til L' ' s pirit. ' Our m:-ttc-ri:1li ~<'<l 

friend then wnl kt:d before the cirrk•, s hollk h;lllds wi th me, and with on<' nr lwn ot h{' rs. 

His hnnd was warm, nnd as linn to the touch, and as powerful ill the grip as that of 

any humRn bei ng.'' 

Such test imo ny might be inde linitdy prolonged; nne! among~t olhc1 \ritnL· St·s who h~\'e 

obscr \'cd the s;tmc phenomenon mny he mentioned 1\J r. C. Blackburn, ~~ r. I I ensk1gh \ Vt·dgwnod, 

~I iss Symons, of 43, Beaufort Stn:t:l, Chelsea ; l\J rs. Lcwi s, of \ \' l')' l>ridge I k nt II , ~I r F. \ \ ·. 

Benthall, of Jleyhridgc ; f\l1 s. l ~neburn, of Edinburgh; Dr. f\l o rcll, LL.l>. ( late one nf ll. f\ 1. lnspcc t o t ~ 

of Sclwols) ; 1\lr. l\1. Theobald, of Gran ville Park, S.E. ~ the H.e \'. J. 1{. Phillip"-, of ()JdiJnm; autl 

f\li ss Cotll<.:r, of 3, St. T homa!) S qunre, I l<wkrH·y, but ) hn\·~· 110 room f.,r f't~rthcr case~. S•·C"ILtL"rcd 

through the pL'r i<1dica l likr:ltllll' of Spil itu<tli ::dll, there arc lllllltlwrlc-;s in~ t:tltcc-; of th t kind. 

Surely, ho\\'C\'L r, tltusc I han· quoted :1n sulliril'nl l 11 prnn· the rc.tl ily of t lli:-;, tile cro\\'nmg 

pbnsc of s piritu a I pheliOlllclla ? 



C 1 I A P'l' E R XV II I. 

1)1/AJSE~ OF UJ>FU:::;JFJO.V; SfJfN.JTC~·lLJSJl .. ·LYlJ ~11([; "'LVlJ "'-l 1)1\Ul:JLE~ll 

FUR CO~YJUNENS. 

T had long been a moot point among intdligent Spiritualists whuhcr it was 

permissible tn admit ncophyks or inquin.:rs, with JiLtle prior k nowkdgc, to ma te

rialisation st'anccs. J laving through long ex perience come to regard indiscrimina te 

introJuctions to meetings of tllis n:ttun.: as injurious to t he medium, and pro

ductive of little, if ally good to Spiritualisl1l, l\1r. Eglinton determined to make a 

bold s tand in the matter, as far as he was personally concerned, wi th, l think, 

good results. Looseness of conditions has C\'er been the curs~.: of Spiritualism. 1 n a letter replying 

to one rccein.:J by him containing a request for a materialisation sc:"aucc, at w hich it was con

fe~sed there would he pre~cnt several persons e ntirely ignorant of the subject, he pointed out 

h is posi tio11, and as the reaso11::;, givl·n are sound and ~ufficicn t , l think it desirable to pbcc tht:m 

0 11 rccord in hh; own word s : '' I hold that a medium is p]act:d i11 a vcry responsible position, 

a nd thut he has a right to satisfy, as f~tr as h~ possibly l'an, t hose w ho come to him. Now, 

my experience, which is a varied one, leads 111t: to the conclusion that no sceptic, however wd l

illkntioncd or honest, can lJe convinced by th~..: l·onditiuns prevailing at a matcrialisatinn slancc, 

a11d the result is further ::>cc pticism un his part, and condemnation o f thl! medium. l t is different 

when t la.:re is a harmonious circle or Spiritualist~, who arc a(.kanecu enough to wi t ness such 

phenomena, a11d with w hom I s hall always be ddightcd to s it ; but a neophyte must lJe 

prepared by other methods. If you r friend cares to come to a ::;,)ate-writiug St.'imcc 1 s hall 

be happy to arrange a n hour, o therwise I must decline to s it fo r the rL·a:;tms :;,tatcJ abuYc, and 

which must comme nd tht.:mscln:s to you as to all thinking Spirituali:-;ts.'' l lis cor responden t, 

I am pleased to say, saw th(; fore~.: anJ wisdom of these remarks. 

I have, as previously intimated1 uu1y q uoted sample cases out uf hundreds uf reports of l\Ir. 

Egli nton's sct.mccs which, during 1 ~S-t a nd 188 5 especially, have flooded the Spiritua lis t ic press, 

and 1 a m again obliged to do little more than briefly mention what were in reality very 
important pieces of cvidcnce. 

Till! 11'/utfllllll Re1•in.•..l had fur a long time, \\'bile und~..:r the a ble editorship uf l\l r. \ Vatson 

Lyall, himself a ca ndiu a nd patient in\'cstigator, prcs~..:r\'ed a calm, philosophical attitude 

towards Spiritualism , if it could not be saiJ to ha\·c thoroughly e ndorsed it. ''But a king

arose in Egypt that knew not Joseph," and on l\lr. Lyall's retiremeut it 1dl into evil courses. 

Amongst its n.:ga lar corn..:spondent~, however, were some \\'ho had had practica l e.x pL rkncc in 

Spiritualism through l\Jr. Eglin tun'::, i u~tntmcnlality1 anJ a wcll-dcsct \'cd rcuukc wa::; forth-



Phases c~/ (JffosiliCJu; Spir/lualt~filll and .~!rl; aud a !Jn>hlon _for Caujurcrs. 1 Xs 

with adminis tered. i\ correspondent wrote:-'' I ha\'e just seen a copy of a tt·~ent issue 11f 

your paper, and I much regret to find that you sneer, in an ignor;-~11t way, o\·er the \\'OIH.krfu l 

gifts that 1\lr. Eglinton has received from hi~ l\lakcr. I say 'ignorant' advisedly, because you 

han: no right to s neer at anything that _you know only by hcar!:iay.'' "\ desrripti( 11 uf the 

\\Ti le r's experiences follows, and he winds up by assuring the /VIllklw/1 Rn•tl.·w that allh,>ugh 

there might be plenty of humbug mixed up wi th Spiritualistic phcnom cn~1, ytt that •• does 

not the least affec t the fac ts, absolute facts, such as I ha\'e just roughly laid before you, and 

you will make a s trange mistake if you al1ow your paper to succr at the mar\'cllous, Jet mo!:it 

simple acts of communion that arc daily occurring between the spirit world and our own. The 
Bible is on e long history of this communion betwe<:n the heavens and the hells and earth. 

\Vhy should this have ceased, or how can it ha\·e ceased? Our parsons' ns~«..:n:rations will 
not alter God's laws.'' 

Truth followed suit, but while the I Vluklzall Revzcw was never \'til gar- or abusive, the 

former paper indulged in the mobt malignant and rancorous language, finding an abl«..: li~.:ul«..:nant 

in Dr. Ray Lankeslcr , of Bow Street nut0ridy. A lengthy correspondence took place in 

the Pall J1Ial! Ct~::dlc, introduced by a self-styled thought-reader, who, partly seeing illl 

oppurtllnity uf making sonH.: capital for himself, and pa r tly act ing as a dcc.:oy of l\ l r. Labouchc..re, 

entered the lis ts with a ps~..:udo-challengc, the circumstances connected with which are already 

familiar to the public. Dr. Lankester, howen:r, deserves immortalising, and I am not altogether 

unwill ing to o blige him and his cu;ifn:n'. I cannot do this more cllectually than by quoting 

some of the opprobrious terms used by him concerning Spiritualists in gcner:1l and ~lr. I::gliuton 

in particular. Mr. Labouchere was good e nough to employ such epithets a!:i "kna\'e," 1
' rogue,'' 

"cheat," "vagabond," while Dr. Lankcstcr's superior erudition gave him a somewhat wider 

choice in "sludge," "pick pocket," " unsa \·oury specimen of natural history," '' \'Crmin :1nd skunk:' 

No w onder I\Ir. Eglintnn was disi11dincd to mt.:cl the authors of bantlings like these, and I, 

in common wit h the majori ty of Spirituali sts, rejoice he did 11 0t fall into the trap, and demean 

himsdf in such company. i\s he rcmarked, with true dignity, he could anonl to bide his 

time. The fa cts wi ll be acknowledged some day, when prejud ice has grown tired of its \'ain 

attempts to strangle them. There was, however, no lack of defenders, ami :1 tribute is due tu 

i\1 r . A. P. S innett a nd l\1 r. C. C. l\J assey, amongst many others, for the loyalty to truth C\ inced 

in connection with this matte r. The J11audu:sh·r E vem'ng J.Vcws wns fair and courlt'<.l\151 and 

pointed oul that ., to call an opponen t by names} not usual in wcll-condllctcd society) 111ight uc 
ha rd hitting, l>ut it was not goou manners," and it then procet.:dea to give a short account 

of one of f\lr. Eglinton's psychographic silmccs. Figaro, in presen ting a portrait of L\lr. Egli11ton 

to its readers, thought it cou iJ not be denied that he was a "very clever im.li\'idual, '' anu con· 

tented itself with a fe w very genera) observations, while 111 the.: '• greatest humbug" corupctition 

started by the l )a/1 Jl!a/1 Ga:;ellt, he comes fourteenth on the li !:lt with only nine.: \'otes, out

running, ho\\'ever, Madame 13lavatsky, who only polled four. Such is the distinction made 

be twee n fame and notoriety. 

l\'I r. C. U. Ilankcy, of Stanstcad, Ems worth, had a curious ex pericnce at a .o;canct• at :t\1 r. 

Eglin ton 'f', in the course uf which he recovered some lost prope rty by spirit agency ; and a 

little later 1\-1 rs. Cowley, well kno\VIl to many Spiritu al ists, rdates SOillL' interesting incidcuts \\'hi ell 

succeede<.l other remarkable expcrimcnt!:i in psychography. She s tates :-'' l\1 r. Eglin ton, who 

~?4-



t:)6 

LcC::llll C much ~lgitatcc.J, ::;aid he 5aw a \' l swn. Clusiug hi :;; c)'l'51 he slo\\'ly narrated the par

ticulars of a see nc 1n the early life of a departcJ relative, which was at once rl'cognis l·d 

as true Ly Ill)' friend ami myself. Still lluiJing my hand, 1\'Tr. Eglinton became 1nure an d 

mure agitated, at the same time dc::;criLing- til<.: unhappy state uf the laJy in some part of 

her earth-life. I lc rost.: frum hb scat, a ud paced the room in great apparen t su f1cring- :1nd 

agit;1 tio11. I I is kft "rm !Jcgan moving cun nlls i \'l~ly, anJ sudden ly he sat clo wn, lwgging ) 

wuuld ltold fas t hi s ri ght ha1H.l , sayi11g, 'Louk! look! Your fr icnd is trying to ~how yuu her 

name vn the Lack of my hand ! ' l l is left hand was 11u W clenched vn the table. \ V e cuuld 

sec nutliing <1t llr::>t vn the h:~ck of his halld, but pre::>L·ntly faint red lines l>cgHn to ;,ppt·a r, 

n~tng, as it \n.:r<..:, under th<.: skin, g ruwing <.brkcr by degrees, lllltil the, t ll Ill<.:, well-known 

ltallH~ uf tltc laJy-nut a \·ery cummon one-~tppca red di ;:, tinctly complete. ~\ftcr remaining fur 

a fc\\' su~onds fur ou r iHs pcctiun, th <: lett<:r::; fatkd a\\'ay. i\ftcr utl1er manifestations, l was 

patted ~c\'cr.1 l tinH:-; on u1y knc<:s, nnd arms, and wri:;ts by itl\·isihle linge rs. 1\ l.Y friend's 

handken .: lticr \\ as takL·n ~t'\'Cnd titn l'~ frum l1er lap, and at ll:ngth :q>J H'ared <>I! the opposi te :-;ide 

of the runm. :\I;Jtt·rinli ~L·d {wnds t{H·ll lll;tde their .:qlpearat!Cc frulll lllldc r t!J<.: ctlgl' u f the taf>ie. 

They \\ere o f diflc n·nt furms. One appeared d ust: (u lll<.:, s itting ;t ;:, I \\'ciS SPJllL' dbl<llll'C rn,m 

l\lr. Eglilltoll, \\'hidt \\&:Is d(':-,cribl'd l.Jy Ill)' f1 ic11d as a 'j.,ng-fingl'rt.:d uttl·.' l\l r. Egli11ton ':-, kl't 

hc-tnd during tllL:::L' urc unu1ccs cuntinucd to liVId the !'> tttcs, \\.llik: lti:::. right hall<! \\'.t ~ gr:t~pcd hy 

Ill.)' cumpanioll 1 a 11d his ti.·l t \\·cr<: in fttll \'ic-\\' tllrtJughuut. Tlu. pllcllulllL:Ila were rapidly 

pruduccd, with gn·:Jt power, Llltt it i::, dinicult tv Lk·scribL· til e cuJitillttuus oet.:UITcnc<.: uf c lt;tr~tc ter

is tic Cllllllllllllicatiuns un fa1nily and pri\·atc mattl:r!S, wltich cuuld 11ut IJ ut ft.>ll\·incc U!J of the 

identity of o ur spirit rrkncb.'' 

ltl Fc:l>n~<try, 1 ~85, (..Jlft (,f dcfcn·uce to the <.:!Yurts of l\lr. J. G. ~pct.:d, the editor uf the 

( 'h •tT slvn .ll/rro1·, tu cxtc11d a k nowlcdgt· uf Spirituali::;m
1 

a ll.]'i11g \·i ::;it wa:::; made tu tht· Furne:ss 

di~tri cl, and Sl:\'L' ll St .. (/1/CC:S \Vl'I'C gi\'cll l•J SOllie ur the lcadillg inllallitan t::> of Ul\'cl'stun. The 

adtui~~i~> II u f u1w 1111cducat<.:d <tllcl llll ::>enq>u ]ou:; pcrsun, lw\\'e\ cr, call:-,\ d ::;umc little aJiil<t)'llllL'e, as 

IH · ltldc<t\·nurvd t(J Jitak ~o· c<tpital hy :t':iSl'rt ing tll~1t i\ lr. l·:t::,iiltlPil lt ~td lbed ~~ " lrid.: tabk.'' It i::; 

tn11, ;t t.d>!t \\;t"l t.d-\ L'l l 1111 t lw , ,cc;hillll 11y IJiiiJ l11 t 'kcr:--tuiJ, ln1t it cu ll ..., i~tcd !J ilnply ,,f .t 11at 

pkcc u l· hu;1rd \\'itlt fvur l q:~s to it, .tnd was lal~ ell <l\\ it1g tu tltc diflkulty !JIJJIIctilliL'!; l'.\pu·iclll't:d 

in gc...tl ill l:) llllt' \\ llich would .tllo\\' tilL' ~ l.ttc tu Lc pn:s::,cd tlrml} c~gailtSt tl u.: < I LJt'd" ur ti ll' tahk. 

At the tittll il \\'as u ~cd it \\'a::; prullo unccd satisfactory, ami a n -rtilit..:;t t e tu that efl'l'd wa:; 

volulltcLrul l1y llw it1Ji\'i<.lu~tl i11 quc~tiu11. It \\'as only wht:n soJUL idt:a uf making JIWil t:.)' ''ut 

of tilt· a Ba ir ctlll'rt:d his lllltlll thal he Gt:gan tn c:wi l, ;u1d lill<tll.Y hi !::> untrutlif'ul !:>l~t t cmcnb ami 

!'abc n pn.:~elttatiun~ ~llu \\ cd tl1at tltc lllan w;t::; uot \\'urth notice. Though the taule was taken 

lJ..)' 1\lr. Eglintun "ith tlu.: ucs t uf t111 1tin.::::>, lh:, i11 view <.> f p11s::,iblt: tlli:;cu necptiun, ue\·er used iL 

again. A li vely cuJrc:::.pci!H.ktJl'L' u11 Spiritualbtll in the luca l p~tpcr ensued, res ultiug Jll a 
cunsidcrnGic i111pctus l>t..i11g gi\'L'Il tv the ll1U\'LIIIL' 11l. 

In the lltcantimc arrangcmellb had been 111adc Cur allu lllcr Colllill<.:lltal trip, \' iL' lllltt IJci11g 

lil t.;! mu~t inq)urtant Jesting pbt'c, ~nJ ht.: lLJt Lo11do n on the .2Jnl FLIJntar_y lt1r P~1ris 01 route 

for that city. In Pari~ lte l.Jccamc the guest uf l\l. Pilo, " Swcdblt fri enJ \\'1lu 111 he had cou

\'cl'tt.:d in S tucklwlw. \\'IIilc in Paris he had the pleasure uf mct:ting I\I. Tissut, tltt: celebrated 

French ,gozrl' p;linter, wbu::;c a ttention had been drawn tu Spi r ituali s111 l~y rL ad ing a tran~latiun in 

UllL: I J r t ill: h ·elld t j 1apcr::; ur Florence .f\Jarryat'::; a t.:CUllllt ur ~~ lll.lteri,di !:ioa tilltl to \\ hkh I ha\e 



;-tlready ad\cltcd. Tl w _.;/aun•.; he had w1th ~lr. Eglinton quite \\'on him r,\cr to !lllr rani.:~, 
and rc~n l tt-d i 11 a ddcnn i natio11 0 11 I·1·.L· Jl." l·t t c1 • 't r.· 1 1 l t · tl I I • '"' " \·1~1 1'..11g :Ill< a l'l" 111 1• · yc:u l•• gr, t 1n •ug 1 a 
r<:gllbr cnn r~l or in\'('<:;\ig:ttinn. Tlti~ 11(: did \\'ith the JllO'-'t sati~fadnry rcc;;u lt<.;, llllt;-tillill~ clc·;-tr 

and irrc·frng:thl<' cvicll'll<'C as to the idt·nt ity of tJ •c spirit s comnHtllir:-.tillg \\'ith hi111 through i\1 r. 

Eg lintr1n's 111<.:dium~hip, IJoth in COilllcdi•m with psychnga·.1phy ancl m:ttcrialisatinn, 1\t the \:-~st 
;-tnd culmin;-tti ng srillla lte had a t• •urhing and unique <'.xpct icnce. The \'ci) was lifted, a11d he saw 

one whose swrct Cll111panion!"\ldp ha cl been hi ~ j oy and ~ohh"C in j <'nrs g0nc h_y. l t j..; not 

pos~ihlc or 1·ight tl1:tt suc h s:-~cn'd c.xpcricnccs s houhl he rt'\'l':thod in th<.'ir fu11 < ...,t (·:\ jll'c:~o..;inn tn 

an llllSj' lllp:ltiH·tic \\'nrld, hut the few dl'tn il s of the Si.-trlll'r' I ;un l'nahl<'d tn gh·~~ \\'ill 1111 <J.,u!Jt bt· 

ac•·t ptahl!' to th"SL' wiJ~,~c klltl\\'kclgc bids them lend a li stL ning <'ar. 

The sr·iuvt· (:t pri\ate nne) tnok pl:to· on thc 20th l\ lny, and tlwrc WC'H' pn·scnt, lw:-;irk.s 

I\1. Tissot and the lll <..'d ium, three ladies :11al o11c gentleman. After the u sual pr('li11111taries of a 

dnrk s(ann·, 1\Ir. Eglinton UH1k hi~ plau' in an <'nsy-clwir rh,,c ln :\1. Ti '>S<~l's right lwud, nnd 

so rcm:-tilll d the wlwlr· tilllc '. The d11ors \\'l'I'C' nil lnl'kcd, and the room othcr\\'i-:c sl'<.:llrcd. 

After r••nn·r'iing ft>r a ti me lwo figures \\'ere seen stnnding side lJj' side on i\l. Ti .... sot's left 

11 :-~nd. T hey \\'ere nl lirst seen \'Cry indistinct ly, but gradually they hccamc nwn· and more 

plninly Yisil>Jc, until those nea rest co uld dist inguis h e\'Cry feature. T he light cnrricd by tl c 
mnle fi g u re (' 1 Ernes t ") w'as exceptionally brig ht, a nd was so u ~cd ns to light up in n most 

c llccth·c m:-tnner the featu rc.s of his (~ompan ion. I\1. T issot, look i11g into ltcr face, immcdi:ttely 

r ecognised the latte r , nnd, much O\'e rcome, asked he r to \... iss h im. This she did se\·<'r:d tiuws, 

the lips be ing obsen·cll to mo\·c. One of the s itte rs di stinct ly saw 41 Ernest'' pl.l<'( ' the light 

til I:;UL'h a pn~:;ition t hat \\'hile l\1. Tissot was gazing at tht' rae<' nf the fcm:tlt• form lwr features 

\\'L'J"(' 11 l>rilli:llltly illlllllillatl'd; ., it a)Sll liglttcd 1\1. '}'i-.,<;Ot'S face. .\flcr St:tying \'.'ith httll r.)r 

SI IJlH: min ut<·s, she again kis~cd him, s llo<1k hands, a11d \·ani .... Jwd . 

T his in cident I\1. Tissot S1Jbscqucn t1y chose as tlH' suhjc..:ct for a mc.u:utint l'ntitll'd 
11 1\pparitinn i\ lcdiumiqu c," \\ h ich has no w bccnmc the wu11tkr and talk c.f the :-~rti..;,tic wnrltl. 

T" o ligures <He di sclnscd, s<:t agains t n dark l>n< kgrc•u nd - {•JlC ;1 c;weet ly pretty fc·malc f1•nn, 

wi th ll w he:-. cl ~ lig htly thn,\\·n bat.:k and resting on tht' shouldt r of the cnmp:-.nintl hy her 

sid <·. 11 < r facC' !J<:nl'c; ,\11 ex prcc;siOJl <.,f ,,·istful tcJJdcrn~·~~, '' hich tcll~ it '"' nwn talc: nf happj 

n lllllon . 

" J>~:tCt', Jet it be. 1 lo\'c him !'ti ll, :~n<l "h:-~ 11 ion' him fnr C\'Cr; 

The rll' :ld :~rc uot de:~ <.I, but :1live." 

(f Ernest's" face rc\'e:tls the noble ~pi rit he is - full of solicitude and compassinnate lo\'C of 

his kind. The ideal which those who hn\' t..: come in co11t:tct with him must h:t\'C fc..1rmcd ( l 
can s peak for my self) is here fully portrayed. In both figures the lwnds an: held half open 111 

front, 14 Ernest " bea ring the light with which their fnccs arc illumined. 
As a work of art there is no qtH.:sti on c1f its merit. Powc1 fu lly concl·in .•d nt'd hnppily 

rendered, the picture tells its ow n talc, and is a lasting monumc11t of the artist'~ <1pprcciation 

of the Lkssing Lcstowcd by spirit conmHIIl ion. 

This is not the only ack 11owledgmcnt \\' hkll l\L Tisc;ot has rendered of his i~tdcbtctlncss 

to !\lr. Eglinto11 's mcd iums hip. \Vhcn made aware of t iH" proposed pubtkatinn of this \'nlumc, 

he very kintlJy ol1l.rcd to preSL' Ill I\lt. Eglin ton wi th a po1Lrail {.'tching tu sen c :t~ :t frontis-



p11 n ·, hi ::, itka 

dt·picting fn)lll 

uf mc·diu msllip. 

lwing to impre:s::, hi~ pend) and 

t ht• life o1w Clf the ma ny fl eet ing 

I k , i 11 coaHmnn with othe r k e t: l t 

gra\·er into the Sl' r\'it.:e of Spi ritlla l i ~m, by 

l11 1t, if accurately n ·cord t:d, \'aluahk as pects 

ohsc· rn· rs, had (l ftt n noticed lhe clt;11tge i11 

Mr. \\'il h.1m rr!l in tnn. 

th<.. faLi,l l t xprL:sSton of the medium \\'hile umk r LOIJlrol, or \\'hL·n direct wri t i11g \\'a'i being 

obt.li ncd. 'I hi -., transfor mat ion i~ 111ost markt·d <1t tiH: period when the J-!llcnomellDil ~tt:t u.~ lly 

take::> place, and l\T. Tissot be li n·cd IlL s hould h · ll1Ji11g .1 st·rvict: to ::;piritua1 ::;t: iclln:, \\' hid1 fl'\\" 

toulcl •rende r, if he.: placed t~n l>L nna nent t <.:con.l t h i::, ::, trangt.: ft'at urv 111 tn cdium:sllip. Tho:-lt.: \ \' htJ 



arc t·ng:tged in thi :-; n !=\(','11Th IH't d ;\II the light lh:tl CClll l>L· obtaill<.'ti fn1111 :111)' Slllii'CI ' wlt:tt«'\'1.:1', 

anJ ~t>L·aking fr•)lll my own p<'r~onal ol> .... en·ati•m and whnl other.~ ha\'e told lilt', I\1. ' I i~snt ll:ts 

been singul:trly Sll cccs::Jul in his objell. J l• ,w great the clmng(,' which tak<:s place .\t such 

times m<ty be S<'en by compnring I\1. Tisso t's etching with the portmit of l\lr. l·:~lint•>ll 

facing tlli ~ pnge. The lntter is from a photograph tnken in Vienna in l\larch, 1SX5. 

\Vhilt· .l\1 r. Eglin ton was in Paris, he had a sl'iwa with l\1. I )daille, tlw grt!at p:1inter 

of b:tttk scenes. 1\1. l~ichl'l, th<.: disti nguished sni·anl and editor of the Rn•ut n,hh·>lllhf'"', 

nlso had soml' ~tartling <.::.:pcril'ncc~. :1n account of whkh he promi!-:~ed tn puhli-;h 111 that 

work. \\'ishing, howe\Tr, to n-rify his re~u1ts, he abstai11ed frn111 doin~ S•> until he had 

ha d further c:~qwricnce, and tm the occ:~sion uf :1 subsequent visit to LOJlllPn, he, in comp~1ny 

with Dr. l\lyl'rs, l,rothcr 11f 1\Jr. \\' . F. II. l\lycrs, of I lr:r 1\Jnje!=\ty's Educa tiun I kp:trtnH.:nt (\\'llo, 
l1y the \\':t\', hac; als() h;HJ se\·era l interesting s ittings) , ol>taincd tlw most nb~t))utc· cnnllrmatinn 

td tilt: fact ~. ami in suc:h a marlllCr ns completely tl• upsd the 11 thought Lr;tnsl't-r<' llt'(',·· or 
11 tllH'Cin sci•nls c;ccoHuary-st·l f" lhLnrit·s, he had oc'\'ised as a11 c~pl:uwtion ,,f the:m, nrHI :m 

arc••un t nf which, I bl'lic\·c·, he hns prepared for publication. 

1\mung::; t oth er old fr iends whom l\lr. EgHnton met during hi s s hort stay in the French 

c:t pita) was ~ Ir. J. H. Gledstancs, of Bordeaux, who cnme spe<.:i:1 lly to Pari c; to nH..cl him. 

Exceedingly loth lo s:~y good- bye tt) this and other friends, he, nftcr th ree day!;' stay, lc:ft 

Paris fnr Vien na, where he nrri\·cd on the 28 th Fc:brttnry. Baron Ju Prcl. the \\'ell-known 

Munich saPfllll and H/ltralt'Ur, had rome speci:1l!y to meet ~1 r. EgJinton, and tn b,~ pr c~ent at 

some sr{mccs. I le has smce published a most interesting and \':tlu:1blc account of his 

experiences under the title rJf 1
' 1\ Problem for Conjurers." lie describ<.:s f<Jur out of the 

many s/tmas at which he was prese nt, three of which were in full light :md the ftJurth 

only in darkness. Pointing out the fallacy of the argument that the slates used for the 

direct wr iti11g arc prepared bcforchaml, and also the irwdcquaey uf similar !"tock argtJments, 

he proceeds to narrate hi s personal ex perience. Thi~ i:::. similar in chnrnctcr to nurrh of 

the hc ':>t c\'iclenrc: I ha\'e already recorded, but I must fi>rbcar the temptation tn n·pcnt, and 
p1ss on to n brief su mmary ()r th e conclusi<,ns at which he nrri\·cd, gi,·ing, lhl\\'t'\'t.-r, a 

representati ve ~nd untquc case. I Jc says, describing a St'imrc whirh took pl:1c:c at tlw 

residence of Baron 1 le ll en b:1eh, " Our s lates Jay upon a tahl·~ illuminated by three gas

burners ; Egli nton, whom \VC left c() mpletcly to himsel f, e\' idcntly soon lapsed tu a st.ttc of 

semi-consciousness, acting instinctively and without conscious will. I lc :tskcd Baron I ldknhacb 

for a blank sheet of pnpcr, HrH.l when a packet was handed to !tim (taken ont of a 

writing-case, of ra ther s tiff note-p:1per, about the size of n post-card) he took a ~heel, 

laid it upon the table, then went to a bookcase, took out a book at hazard, which he 

likewise Jaid upon the taulc. I Ie then tore ofT a corner of th e sheet of note-paper1 which 

he put in my hand, nftcr which he placed the bla nk sheet in the hook, plncing likcwic;c a 

morsel of lead pencil in it, and then closed it. \Vc then united our si.\: hands tt>gethcr 

abo\·c the book, Eglinton kneeling between us on the floor, when Baron I Jcllcnhach put n 

question on a matter connected with his pri\·atc afl:'lirs and studie~, which dcmamlu.l a long 

:1nswer. ln a \'ery few seconds I thought I felt th e \'ibr;-~tiou of the \Hiti11g in one of 

my hand s ; ::tiH.J when I put my car down to the book, distinctly hcnrd the muffled sound 

that rapiJ \\'riling, under ~u<.:h circumstances, wou ld produce. Three <p1 ick raps, coming i11 tht: 



~;unc muffh:d mannvr frum the bwd~, it.formcd uc, (a:. u~tJ;d) that we s iJ• ,llkl open it, ;11HI <Ill 

dning :-.o we l~•und tht.: ];1tt.: ly blank s heet uf nok-papt-r con·rcJ with thirty do::,vly-writt<-n 

1incs. The corner (If the paper which \\"as tnrn uJI', with its edges sharp anJ jagged, on 

arcount of the thickm:s:s of the paper, fitted c.:xactly ; while a latc r cxaminatic•n s howed a s light 

impn:ssion of thi::; on thl' lllp p:1ge of the bunk, though not the s lightest mark of t)h.: pencil. 

The mcss;~g ~· was \\'rittcn 111 the English Iangu;1ge, but was n o t fini shed, and only par tly 

ans\\'l'I"C'd the quc~tinn whit·h h:ad hL·t·n pnt. I\lr. Eglint1111 11(1\\' pushed the slatt·s lying upon 

the ta!Jit' nl':trt-r tn 11!->, nnd p!.tccd a !>lank shed 11f p;q •(•r 111 one td' them, which was a dou ble

folding !:>hilt·, and illll,llit·r ~illliL1r :-.h( d bd\\t ('ll t\\u <1J'd in:11·y ~late.::;, bid unc un lhL· •~thcr, 

providing- c:1ch with a poi nl of pL'ncil, and, \\ ith oln·i11tts efttJrt, maJe several magnetic passe~ 

abon ? the folding ~l<tk, prllb:tllly hccau sc thL' \H>odC'Il frame in which it wns bound rcmk rul 

the cxpcrinKtlt murc difJit.:ult. \Vt.: thl'll s prt':lll nur hands un hoth sl:ltcs , and Baron J ldknh<h:h 

dc.:dnred, after (l rc\\' SCCOild 5 , that he CCJUld f~·e} the writing goi11g oil in~ide the slak:> Oil which 

his hands nlune \\'en: resting. 1 Llid my hc:1d df1\\'l1 t{·) thL' other, :md di~tinctly lwnnl thL' 

writing gC~ing e> n \dthin them. N•m·, again, the raps \H'IT heard; \\' L' opened the ~l:ltcs, and 

fCJund c•n one s hed t wcnty-·cigllt, <1nd on the nthcr twL·nty-four clo~l'l..Y-\\Titten lines, co111plcting 

the :-tnswcr ;dn::ldy hl'gnn on the II r~l sheet, which had bn:n placed inside the hook, :1m I 

written in \\'c:ll-<.:hOsl:n langungc, and \-cry intdligl·ntly. The writing wa~ quite unlikl· tli;tt ur 

Eglin ton him self, wi th which l aftLT\ranls cumpart d it. On the uther hand, it l·x;~ctly 

rcscmhlt.:d not nnly the ~ignature of ' Ern<:::\t,' but the hanJwriting on anothl:r s lak, whirh 

llaJ l>ccn gi\'<:n \\·hvn I w:1s not prescnt, in tht.: Engli:,ll, Gct·man, and Greek l;mguages. 1 f 
the sc<'ptic denies us the c:1pacity uf ~ight, :tnd asserts that Eglinton was aiJlc tn \\'I ik with 

rapidity eighty-two lim·s llll:SL'( ' n IJ.)' tJ s , by the light ~~r thn.:e gas -burners , in a1~~\\tT t" a 

<1\H .... ::. tion \\'hkh h<1 d llllt yl'l bvcu pnl, nn t lw ~h<:<" b of papL r which had hu:n ltnntkd tn 

him , it lH·Jl' n ~dly ~<Till S :1~ tltnugh ~n.- ptici:--11', can·icd (,, an undue point, s trongly n·~··ml1ks 

idioll')' .'' 

ThL' 1 ~~~ i c;i) dcd ll r til'lh drt~\\ll !>y llan>n du Prd arc tl\11 ~ ~t.1h d; "OnL thi11g i"' tkar; 

tktt i;-;, tltat lhc-..l' !',lak-\\ riti11g;-; lllt h l IJl' ~~ni l 1~ d tt> ;1 tran ~n ntklll<t1 origin. \\\: ~h <1 ll ll11d 

( I) that the !typ" tiH.. ~ i !:> uf pn p:nnl ::;}all. ;-; i::, in :t dll1i~~ ii.Jc. ( ..:!) The pl~tcc on "hidt the writi11g 

l ::i rullllll is quite illal'n.:s;-; ii,Jt• ttl the ltalld s (l r the lllltliulll. In ~ll llll' (.'~ ~l.'S lLe duubk s]a(t• 

l ~ !'-t'Clll ely l llC kt d, k :n ·ing nnly l"lHlll) in~ ick· fr ·r the tiny ])l!IJ'~c l or ~ l :HL' pt·nril. ( 3) Th;lt the 

\\riling is adu a lly dull L' at thL· tim<·. (4) Th11L the !Itt dium j;:, not writing. ( 5) Tlw writing 

111\l s l lH.: adu~dly d,.lK' with lhv mor~L l of s late or )c;td pencil. (tJ) The \\'rititlg i ~ done hy 

an intc l1igcn l being , ::i llll'L' the nns wct s are l.Xactly pL·rtincnt to the quc:-,tiPnS. (7) Thi;-; !wing 

can n ·ad, \\Tik, ;~nd undcr !">tand the lnnguage of human bdngs, fru ptt.:ntly such :t ::i i::; unkllll\\'11 

to the medium. (fiJ It 5lrungly resembles a hunwn IJcing, n.::; well in tlll' degree of its intd1igetKe 

as in the mi :.:; Ud-i:cs ~~ ~nwtiml's m;Hic. These !Jcings :tn: thL·refurt·, although invis il.J1c, o f lnttlH\11 

nature, or species. It i ~ n<f use wllatc\·c..:r to fight again ~ t this propt>~itiun . (9) lf thcst: h~·i11gs 

s peak, they du so in human klJlgu<lgc. (t o) lf they ;uT ~l :::> kt ·J \\'hn tl tcy arc, they ::111 S\\LT Llwl 

til L')' arc lxi11gs \\'110 han: left thi !:i \\'orld . \1 1) \Vlwn tlte~e appcnran ces lH.:conH~ partly \·isible, 

perhaps unly their hnncls, the hands seen arc of human f()nn. ( 12) \\'hen these things Lcconw 

t:ntirely \ 'is ible, they c:xhilJil the human form <llld cuunknancc .. , . Spirittwlism mus t he in \T~ Ligatcd 

by scieucc. I !:ilwuld lu(d\ ll pun mysL'I f as a cuw<1nl if 1 did not upcnly cxprl'SS l!lj' conYictinns. 



For through Eglinton 1 ha\'e recci\·cd the proof th:tt Zu11ncr, whu wa!> the tlrst in Gcrm:my to 

have courage to ~peak of these slate-wri tings, di scoYen·d a gr:1mJ truth, ;~nd tl1at all his 
opponl ·nts who h~,·c twjthcr read nor ~ccn anything in this domain arc in the \\'l't)ng.'' 

lJuring I\1r. Eglinton's rcs idl'ncc in \'icnna he had twcnty-th n .. ·c Sf'<llltt.", c·\·cry u11e ttf 
which " ·as eminently sucn. s~ ful, only two OJ them l.wing t;in~n at his hoteL ,\mong those 

attending these St'l1Jl(('S \\'l'l'l. . .' the B;Jron anu B:troness Drasclw, Prince .\ucr:-'p<Tg, I )I iiH e and 

Princess TrautmansdorfT, Cnunt Esterh<izy, Count Lemlx:rg, Prince Lemberg, Count 1\Ickknhurgh, 

Count and Countess Traun, i\larquis ami l\larchioness Pal l:wieini, Cou nt J erlllisun, Count Cs;iky, 

Prince Batthyany, Countess Kiihnoorg, l Jcinrich and l\l adamc l\Ittx (l\lax-Eht:rJ,·r, the rc-J, brttt<:d 
pttilltcr), Count a nd Cou ntess llarrach, and many others of note. 

One remarkable m:-~tcri:~Jisation ..;;/an((' took place at Bttron 1 )raschc's, i\1 r. Eglin ton LH.:ing 

hclJ by Baron du Prcl and the Baroness Dmsche. On this occasion the materialised ft,nn 

went to the extreme e nd of a large room. These and (Jtht:r LflHZt lly satisf<1ctory n_·..;uJts ;aH 

tended to cxtL'nd public intu·,·st and COi lfiden c<: in Spiritual i ~111, and :'\lr. Eglintnn left \'ietllla • 

on th l· 19th l\l arch, h;wing been the mc;111s of giving a great and l:ls ting illtpdu::; lo the mo\-elllcllt. 

In vie w of the opposi ti< 111 and prl'judice which cxi~lctl against S piritualism in conscqucncc of 

previous e\'ents, I\ lr. Egli11lnn exhibited consith.:ralJk pluck in going to \'icnna at a ll, and desc.:n·cs 

congratulation fur the u11parallcled success he achieved. Au eng:-~gcmcn t had been matlc for him 

with the Crown Prince1 but he was much disappointed at the C\·cnt not coming ofT, in conscqucnc(; 

of urgent St~ te allair::. pn.· \·cnting l'ri11cc 1\uclo lph keeping th~ appointment. 

From Vienna he \\'ent to Yen ire, and there g:we sc,·cral sci111t'('S with grc:-tt success. . Thl'Sc 

\\'ere attended by the Princess 1\lcttcrnich, Count Estcrh:izy, Prince Chct\\'crtins ki, and many 

others 11c a fterw:1n..ls cli sco\'l..:red \'c nice is a n:rit::tble hotbed of Spiritualism, anJ that mccti11gs 

:1rc rcg11l:trly held there, :111 account of ~ome of which appeared in a recent mt mher c,f the 

St. }a mrs's Ga:;dlc. l·"'rom \ \,nice his route lny by l\I ilan to Basic, and fro111 th<.:nce to l'aris, 

\\'l!t•rc he was agai11 the guest of l\L Pilo. 

I\ lr. l·~glinton was n::tt urally \·cry pr()ud of his succes~ ful tour, m:tdc under spiritual direction, 

111 the fa ce uf much nth·ersc coun~cl, and he rctu nwd tn Lnndo11, \\'here he has ~i nee rem :tined, 

gi\'ing sr'tlllf'l'." \\·ith ITill'\\'nl stwn·ss, hut it i ~ hi s intentiCJtl sh1•rtly tiJ \'isil l{ussi;l a11d .\uslt alia , 

thus putting a girdle round the \\'orld. 



C I L-\ P'f E R X I X. 

BLACK l3 URN, one of the soundes t law)·er.s whu has <:ver sat on the 

English bench, has laid it do\\ 11 as a principle uf evidence that a fnct can 

be estal.Jlished by cn:tliblc testimony a::; to the tinK, place, and circumstances 

of its occllrrence. Applying this dtdum to the phenomena n.:conleJ in the 

foregoing pages, there seems 1ittlc to be desired 111 reference to the com

pk:tenC!::iS of the cvidcncc. The witnc::;ses are credible, sane, and nthcrwist: 

competent pcr::>On!::i ; their tt:::~timony is given 111 a clear, s traightforward manner; and the 

facts to which they t e::~ tify Jo not moreo\·cr re::;t upon the isolated assertion of any one 

man, or set of me n. 

Oil the other hand, when we come to deal with t ho::,e whu de ny thc uccurrcncc of 

pht.:nomcna such a s tho::~e 111 question, we tl:nd that they arc pl'rsons 111 whom cXl)L:rienc<: 

is either altogether absent, or meagre in the cx tr<:me. l'vlorco\'(~r, the te::,timony I have 

prcscntcJ is nl'lirmath·e; negative evidence, tlU matter huw abundant, is absolutely \'a]uek ss 

in face of it. Ten men only may obsern.:, fur example, a tr~msit uf \'cnus, but their 

tc:;ti nwny to thi s fact would uutweiglt that of ten thousand, or i 11JceJ that of ten mil1ion 

l1H.'ll who might assert th;1t they had not seen sl l<'h a phenomenon. The ::;ame 

rca~uniug 111ay he applied with c..:qual force lu ::;piritual plu.:nomcna, and, l1earing in mind 

the fact that c..:xpcricncL! s hows human testimony is, n::; n rule, rdiabk, it ~ccnl::i legiti mate 

to concluJc that thc facts recordeJ in this vo lume arc real anJ true. 

1 have jnst pointed out that the witnesses I ha\·e called fulfil the necessa ry cuiH.lition!::i. 

They arc credible, reputabk·, and of acknowledged sanity as rcgaru::; the general affairs of 

every-Jay life. In many cases the bare mention of their names sufficiently e::;tab1ishes that 

fact. 1\11 the learned, d\'il, and military profes::;ions arc n..:prcscnt<::d, and the lis t contains 

the names of many who are, in other walks o f life, honoured cmd res pected of their 

fellows. In ~ hurt, thi s record of upwards of ten years' public work i::; specially remark<1ble 

for the wealth and we ight o f the c\'idcnce it contains. So aLundant, hnwever, were the 

ma terials at my command, that the chief Jifficulty 1 ha\'c encountered ha::; beL!n the con

de nsation of my narrative within reasonaLk limits. Oth<:rwise I could han: filled at least 

three \'o lumes s imilar to this one. 

Jn addit ion t0 thos<.: who han.: b<.:en 

llKntioiied han: haJ sccllrccs with .I\ I r. 

already 

Egliutotl. 

n .: ft·JT<.:d 

] lcrc 

to m thc~c pagl·::;, thL' undcr

agam, hu\\"t.:\ t r, the::,e du n o t 
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reprc~cnl a tithe of lht· ntunhcr nf di~tinguishu.J person~ who ltave b<'cn or arc i•n·estigator:s 
into !::>piritualism; many namC'~, e~p<:cia lly of th<,sc.: mn\ ing in the !Jiglw~t ~' cial circles, J 

am not permitted to gin:. T he Duchess nf l\ Ianchestcr, Jul ia Cnuntl'ss of Jt 1 .... ('y, Cnunt~-c;s 
nf Caithness, Countess \\'a cht111ci ster, Countess <•f Port s mouth, L.1dy (Jran\'ill t: (~onion, Lady 

l\ lacdonald, Lady ,\ Jice l\ Iontaguf', Counll'SS de Grey, Countess of Dalhou~ic, I:.arl Stanhope, 

Enrl of Dnnra\·cn, Earl nl' Crcnvf.,rd and D:-tlcarrcs, Lord Poltinlore, Lonl Ednam (nuw E:-trl 

Dudley), Lord 1{:-tylcigh, Sir Charlc;.:; Nicholson, Sir \ Villiam Toph.un, Sir Ed ward lngkfidd, 

S ir Stnart ll ugg, J l <)ll, ,\ubcrnn 11<-rht ' rt, Mr. J acnJ, llright, l\l.P.. R1gltt I Jon. I knry 

Chaplin, l\1.1\ :\Jr. Clwrks l\IcLart:n, i\l. P., H.ight li nn . • \. lk1lftaur, :\J.P., ~ J r. C..hamfwd;lin 

( ~on ~>f R ight I Jon. J. Chamberlain), Colnnel the l inn. OliwT 1\lonlagtw, Colonel Ellis 

(<·qiwrr . .r to the Prince ol' \Vale:.;)) 1\l r. ll nmilt0n Aide, l\Ir. Richard !Iutton, cditur of 

the Sj>t•dalor, Prnft~"in rs Cro0kct;, \Vallan· , Sidg\\'ick, l3arr c..:t. Balfour S te\\'arl, Olin:1 Lodg(·, 
ctc.1 may, he l\\'<:'\'C:r, be nH.!tl ll<lllCtl. 

'I aking a li5t nf sitt T<; fnr the' p:t~ t yc·1r, finJ the military clcmcnl-IIC.Xt lo 
persons of social di s tinction - preJ<Jminant; nnJ ncxl in order cc,mc the clergy, followed 1.>) 

doctors of medicine, barr is ters , solicitors, aml lit tl'ratcurc;, men <•f sci<.:nce ct~m iug last. 

,1111 nnt now concernL:d t <~ giH! tl <.lt:tailcd an:1lysis (If 1\Jr. Eglinton's public \n,rk 

for Spi t itua1i s tll ; thl' time for that is not yet dpc ; nor '" it part of my purpose to 

d iscus" the, )ri(·s . I llld)', llo\\·e\·cr. he pcrmittc.:J to indicate n f<'\\' dwractcri stic fcll ttres nf 

l\ Ir. Egli11ton's career \\'h ich, c\'<'11 at this early elate, stand out 111 bt)ld nlief. In paylllg 

a high t ribute to his character :1o.; a man and a medium, am speaking a::; thL' chosu1 

lllou thpiccc of thnu sands of Spir itualists \\'h o ha\'C for him nothing but the ,,·armLsl f,~dings 

of regard an d esteem : ur th ;1 l he may rest fully assu red. As an indication of the 

estimate 111 \\'h irh hi -; charnctcr and abilities arc lldd, J may 111t' ntion that a promi nent 

mem ber of the pn:"wnt admini stmtion offered him nn import1nt G<.)\'crnntent appointnu:nt 

abroall-a Jltting hon,,u r after ten years' public work. Th is, howC\'t.:r, he did not sec his 

way to accept. 

Chiefcst amongst h is characte rist ics as a medium is the intelligent interest IK has 

a lways shown 111 his \\'ork. Placed 111 a situation of r;1 re temptation and dangcr-l~)r 

s uch th e prnfcss io n of public l tH.:diumship assured ly h>-he ltas ne,·er to my knn\\ ledg-e 

(and IllY o ppor tu nit il'S fo r observation have r.:xtcndcd ovl'r th irteen yc:1r~) pros tituted or 

abused his wonderfu l gifts. On the con trary, he has ever aimed at a high ideal, and 

has soug ht to ra ise the tn ne, nut on ly of mcdiumship, hut likewise lltat of lht: 11\n\'C'Illl'llt 

genera lly-oftentimes in face uf lll llC h that was calcula ted to discourage and dis ltc;u ten all 

hut t he most s teaJfa~t worker. Those \\'ho imagine mcdi ums hip to be au unqualified 

blessing do nol know h<>W much is suffered and endured by llwsc wlw, like the subject 

of th is \'<)lllllll', arc tht· ptrmcers of the New Hcformat ion. T ltc.)' an; the prey of en\·.) , 

malice, a11d s uspicio11 ; their ,·cry l!lanhood i s tPO frequently lo\\'c rcd by the freqm.:nt 

ind ign ities they are enllcd up11n to surler on behalf of th<..: truth which tlt(.'_y promulgate : 

whil st the tott gn:nt n aditH:ss of many Spiritual ists to serzl' up"n l'\'cry littlt· breath c•f 
scnntla l ci rculatc.:d to the <.Ict r imLnt of publ ic characters , is nnthing sho rt c•f n burning 

s hame. t\ las that suc h s hou ld he the ca:::,e ! hut s h< •ttld not hL doing my duty did 

J not JH okst st rc •ngly i n th is res pect, and r~11 sc my \'nkt · .tgaitJ~t thnsc wlw, lllSh:ad of 



I <;}·I 

being the lir~t tCI excrct ::5C charity and l'Xk11d their prot<..:cting- inlllleiH.c, arc only tlJu keen 

tu add to th e li ") t uf trouu le ~tHlurnl by thv~c \\'ho Ju so mu ch for thc cau~e. 

As have ~aid, 1\Tr. Eglinton has ever loya lly ::5 trivcn to rai~e the tu tH.: of 11\I. . .:Jiumship. 

A st:-ik ing ins tance of th is occurred when he conlially extended his ~ym rathy and as~ i stancc..: 

to those who, in spite of overwhelming odd~, carried to a victorious i ~sue the crusndt! against 

the abuses which had c1·ept into public circles, damaging the reputation of all mcdinms, and 

making Spiritualbts ridiculous in the c..:ycs of th e world. Nor does his record show him to have 

lH.:vn at a ll backward in placing every reasunahlc fa ci lity in the way or hont'~l sceptics in 

onkr to rcmO\'c..: doubb and Jifliculties. I knuw frum personal exp~riencc (fur only recently 

has fu ll ~a ti ~faction come to me 111 rc..:gard lu some of the mysteries uf 5piritual inquiry) 

that lH: plac ... ·~ gn·at s trtss on absolute..: fran kne-,.s anJ good f:1 itlt o11 th L' pa1·t of the 

invu;; ligator, ,tn d Jl:~id eratt.:s almo~t bc_you<.l L\'c..:rythi ng else the neCl:!:i!:>ity o f the..: con llden cc..: 

thu ~ generated in or<.ler tu obtain t ile best r esults. To this attribute mu ch of my 

own su ccC::>S 111 this investiga tion. ha\'e nen~r failed to ~peak openly and frankly to 

1\lr. Eglinton a nd hi ~ controls on clll)' doubtful or inexplicable point, ant.! as frankly anJ 

openly have he and they md me. 

\ Vith n.:ganl to th<.: value of 1\1 r. 

Thb bool' 1s :1 standing monument to 

Eglin ton'~ 

that end. 

public 

1\ ly 

work tiH:re can 

narrative will 

ht.: no q nc.s tion. 
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1 ~lr F~hniiJII dttl not kc..:...-p .tny rc..t:uh.l 

uunng thc::.c yc..•.n::.. 
~ Until tlu:::.c 1\\0 yt::us ~II'. E;,:lt tl·m 

did nol gin! a "inglc r.!,u:a on lu:-:. O\\ n 
pr~mi::.~s. ·1 hus, 1 ~;7.2 :;ittiugs "ere.. hdu 
in '.Uiuth pri,·.tk h utlSC!> in ,,JI quartt.•n; 
ul the world. l.mt a l.ng..: proptlrtinn ~, f 
lhc 1884-5 j,'.lllu·r h,l\'C abo II (It hcc.:n lwltl 
at his r•·:.ttkn<.t.:. 

•
1 Stllcc 188o ~Tr l ·.·~lintun k~..·pt .1 f.urly 

.t..:o.:ur.llc n·(ord ol lht. .ltmu .. phcrk l:oll
llllulh olnnug l11 ,,;,11/«'J, .1ntl 11 I!> fonnd 

th:Jt v f tht: 170 toll~ l.llllllcS Ill 1884-5 the 
\\ cather h.h het'll L'lther \'1..'1)' Wt"t, rl.unp, 
or dcpr~..·:;~ing Ill the major i ty o f lll ~tanct·~. 

1 It \\ dl be O h 'ol'I'\'CU th.IL ullt vr till' 
t.>t.ll numhl'r of .• /,wc<S of ''hi~ h ;\lr. 
Egli11l0n has any record, \II. , J. 335. 
lit•rr: tlt.m '"'t:·lh 1.f h;wc Ll:'• n gn.'cu 
.tp.lrt from auy pct;uni.uy (;UII::.Itlclation. 

Tht: l(l l)g<.: tJ f lt i;:, Hh . .:dnun~hip ~CUll::> unl) tu ha\L bu:n li mitl'd !Jy thl' Lou JH.l;:, or tilL 

~ul>jcct i l~dr, :-tltlwugh p.sychugraphj anJ m .tlutJibtit ion ;:,land out n1n~ t prominently. It 1.s, 

1 think, •1 matter fur congratulation that in their l~tr- 5c..:t.ing wi::;Jom hi!:> contrnls dircl tt.d his 

attLntion lllure t.~jKCially to ps,Ych(lgraphy-hy far th L' nw;:,t ::,u it aul<.: uf thL phc-no m~.:na 
fur gent r.d dcmon!:ltl at iun. F\..:W peuplc a1 e aware, howe\'cl', uf the prulung( d cutlr~e of 

de\ Llopnaurl throug h \\"ilich l\ lr. Eglint()Jl pa~;:,cd uefo rc..: hi s po\\'cr in thi~ l't:Spc..:ct n ·at hed the 

reqtn~ite degree..: uf pcr fcc tiun, alluwing him, at th<.: CUllllllt..'JlCellH . .'Il t or I DtL,J., lu d cVll te his ::> jll'Ci:JI 

attention tu it. Fur upwards uf three year:; Ia.: 'lat almo!::> t Jaily fur tlli :::, phl'IH.JilJell u ll, and 11ut a 

::;cr,ttdl wa~ ubtaint:d. Suslainu l, however, by an as.sur,uH.:c frvm lli !:i in\'i ~iblc l'(J-\\'orkcr!'3 of 
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ll l t i m~tk sun·t·s:-;, hl' pt'r::-.t n~rnl, and at k11gth gt •l simplt· rn,11 ks; then sh()rt \\'• •rd~ ; a11d linally 

ro ll ti l dt d, irlll- ll igi i,J«- "'' "\s<lgl·s, but not until art• 1tlu·r \\'l'ary o..;ix lllnlllll...; "r t':\lwriliH'Ilt lt;1t! 

pa~c.;qJ. .-\ distitH t dt velnpmul t c:m alsP be tran·tl du rin~ the pa..;t l\\'11 yr·ar:-:, tll\ltl :-:IJl'l"t ' """" i:-; 

flO \\' almost tllJiflll"lll, jn:-.t t:lilun:s L'nnugh (ICCllrring to rclllind him and hi !-) \'isit,>r-.; th:tt it j.., unt 

alwa!·~ pt·rmittnl t" tl\1'11, nr ~pi rit ~ cillt('r, lt) L"otnmand success. ThesL faihtrL·~ art• 111 11\,\11)' 

,·ases the rt·sttlt of a lll.lllil(·st ll o:-.tility tt> the su bjt·ct o11 t1w part 11f tlh silt t-r. S11clt an 

nllit11dc is an i11fa llilde h:trril r to :;ucct·~s. ll onl'S l Sl'l plies, hn\\'<.'nT, t!J,,uglt IIICJI't' diCfi,·rrll t•> 

dea l \\ ith than S)'lll palhctic sittt r~, are :;ouncr (II' l:llt r ~111' tu t.> L1til lll c••ll\'il'li(ln. J\lltn11g~t tlt l' 

ca uses pf fai lurt· l'll ll :--l:tnt tlb~t·r \".1llnll show::. the t'lliHi iti tJ II PI the \\'cnthl'r t (, hL till 11\tt:-.t l'llllifi•·. 

I 11 loggy, damp, qr tln111d' r} Wt'atlH·r, or during- Lxlrcuu.: l1t:at, or if thc·rL' j-; all\' di::-.ltll hann· ul' 

th e.: altnosphcn.:, tltc ..... , (rmc .... • trc u:;ua lly put_)r, if ttot lCJlal f«li lure'-'. The bc ... t phcnonw11a lra\'e 

necurn:d i11 culd, dry, \ r isp weather. 

T he readiness with wltil'h rnanit<.·:-.tati,,ns l!n\·c.: hcLn oiJtaincd nt tlw prinltl· rl'sid• ' ll<'cs of 

lll \'t stigatnrs is nnotll<:r nntcwnrthy fl :1tun·. Fur <1 lnng period ht lll..'\' ('1' g .t \T a !--ir1gk ."t't7TT((' <•ll 

h is (1\\'11 p1 Cllli:-;c~, a nd lw i-.., s till at .til ti 1\ll'S J'L'~t dy lu l'Olll ply \\'itlt <Ill) n ;tsu11ahlc 1 t''llll'!it uf 

thi~ 11atun. ln practice, h n\\'L'\'LT, ht.: soon found that few people deemed it t.:on\·L·nit.:nl to hl'IJ 

:,hrnccs at theit- own roo ms. 

Not the least \'alu<ihlc of the contributions to our store of lwo\\'kd•rc cot1L'LI'Il ll\ fr 
~ 0 

Spiritualism obtained thrnugh f\ Jr. Eglinton's tncdiu111s hip hn\'c bce11 tl w~c illustr;r tiug the 

identity of rctur11ing spirits with uur col lllllon humllltity. Scnttcn.:d through the fon going page~ 

tiH ·rc nrc many insta nces in which it is rccurJcd th at the communicating intdligt'IHTS ha\'c 

exh ibi ted thl· !=; p<:cia l pcctrliariti cs of pcrc;onal appea rance, and han.. di~playe I the ~amc 

idlOS)'I1CI'a<; lCS of charm.:kr an d habit which they possessed during tiJcir l <.' l'lll of l'CLI'thJy life. 

They are n :portcd to ha\'c.: gi\'cn information uftcntimc-; tlllkllo\\'11 to nny 0 11 e san.: thcm~L i vcs 

a mi those for whom they wi s lwd to L'S tablish the ir ide ntity-am] in SUllll' in ~ttl ttce~ they havl 

rC\'eakd t:1cts Ctli1 C'l·rnmg thcnts< h·c~ unknown to any om: present, whklt ha\·L or rl y Ju.:cn 

\Trificd afte r pn•J,Jngu l inquiry. l'll<..y ha\'e wrilt<'ll thei r messages 111 a style of hand\\ riting 

charetctcri st ir of the lK'I'SOIIS thl')' l·lai111 to lw, and 111 many \\'aj'" ha\'c gi\·cn all n·a~on:1blc 

proof in s upp(Jrt nC tlt~..·ir itkntily. Thcn:forc, \·icwing the qm·stion in all ib IK·arings, it 

~t'l" lli S t(l nw th a t unless we :1rc pn·pa rcd to r1jcr t human tc~t ir11 o 11y ;dt•)gr· tiH r, nncl lu c•'ll~idl' r 

proof of identity (in the itl>solute) H~ unattainable, \\'C cannot 1<-gitimatdy n.f11sc to rq~anl the 

con tinuity of human personality after dc(tth ns an l'Slal>lishcd fact. I r. hn\\'t \'t'l', tltis matter or 
spirit icl< ntity is hJokcd upon as lying uut~idl' th e rang!" of absoltttL prnt~f, then, tn I)(• IPgical, 

those who assume this position mu st also view the quest inn of pro,·ing the id< ntity nf thl'ir O\\ n 

intliv1tluali ties from the same s tandpoint. l'he argu ment is :1s potent in the latter ca:-;c :1s lll 

the former ; indeed tile a bsence o f the chiL-f moti\·c (pecuniary g;lin), which tempt:-; a man in 

the body to P('!'Sonatc anuther, makes the thl'Ol'.Y or pcrsnn:1ting spirit s more ditlicult of b< Ji tf. 
I sny no thing hen: tJf tlw ,·icw which rt·g:trds thc~l' returning spirits as cmiss:nics o( the 

pnnce of l'\'il se nt forth to ddudt: and lead 111e11 astray, for I lonk up(IIJ that tllt·ury as 

utterly i11adcquatc, as a monstrous lKrn·rsinn of t i re truth-in ~hurt, :1s tnu silly, ah:surd, and 

dis hunouring both to G1Jd and 111an. 

1 have one nt nrc duty lo perform bel'nrc 1 cl tJSC. It is to urgt· IIJ1t111 Spiritualists tht; 

ll<:ccssily and \·nlue of (I t.;U lllpart~li\·c.: study uf c.'\ pel illlctltal Spirituah~nL In thi:-; n.:~j>~ . .:d n 



great boon has yet to be Lcs towcd on the lllu\·cment. Only by cum panng the c\' idcnce 

obtained through n long course of 1n \'estig-atic.:m, hy considering the testimony as a whulc, 

and by placing the n.:snlls obtained through one medium s ide by s ide with those l)hsc1 n .:d 

111 til<: prLSe iH:e of nnot hcr, s hall we nw.kc much progress m the inquiry. This \'ul11111e 

is n slight contribution to thi s end ; but its value would be enurm uus ly e11hanced if tile s<: 

r ecords of matcrialisation and psychography coHIJ Le studied in connection with n narra tive 

of s imil:lr phenomena obtained throug h, for exa mpk, among many others, l\1 iss l~nlie Cook 

nnd l\I rs. Corner, t wn excellent mediums with \\'hom 1\l r. Cronkes has had a large cxperiencc. 

T u my knowlulge there a re in c:xistcnt'C record s of this ch:uartcr, some or thcn1 uf t.:xtreme 

\'nluc. 1\lr. Crookes, 1\lr. C. Blackburn, and ot hers, hn\·e, 1JL'Iit.:\'C1 kept full <1ccounts of 

thdr pri\·~,t~: in n:st ig:t tions with \'arinus nH.:d iums, and lhcy will, llO dou bt, in d1 1C C(lllr~e, 

gi\'C the pulJI1 c the be ne fit of their researches. )t ts, I h ope, not unlikely that the comparati\'e 

study or Spiritua lism will be rendered possible m the not distant ruturc. 

I bega n thi s narrnth·e with n record of n family sc(lllce : ld me end it with one. 1 t is 

a ph ase 11f 1\I r. Egli nton's medium shi p which I wou ld fain emphasise. On such occa::;tun s 

on ly is its full scope nnd power ever put fi-,rth. I ha\·c tmwhcd but briefly upon this 

special phnse in the cou rse of my narrati\'e, but my inability tu spea k more plainly in thi s 

con ncction is my deep rcgn .:t and the reader's .]a !:>ting loss. lT 11kss experience~ of thi s n at ure 

hnvc come llume to ullc it i::) not possibl e:: tu cuncci\·e the full mcan ing ur sacrL·dm.:ss of 

nu.:diumsllip; nor can the rcspnnsibilitics it cJJt.lils on mcdittlll nnd Spiritualists a like l1c 

rc;llis~..:d. J ntim::~tc fri ends ur l\1 r. Egli nt()Jl \\'ho ha\'c l>n·n t1lliS pri\'ikgcd IK·ar gr::ttcful 

c\'idvncc of the hlcssing he has IH:(.II in ::. trum cntcd in b1 ill gitlg' t11 th~..:m, and in lhLse, the 

closing words or wh at bas Lccn to llH..' a \\'(Irk (t r Ulllllixul pk:1su re, 1 desire to place Ul) 

record my added testimony. 

I r~·nn:mbcr we ll on one uccasw11-a Sunday c\"en tng \\'as ~i tti11g with l\1 r. Eglinl0 11 

alullc Ill Ill)' own house. Through the partly upcn donr vr my tl lttcly !'.>t r camcd lhc light 

from the gas in the lw ll uubidc. lktwec n the two of us ( :\1 r. Eglin ton was ::; itting opposite 

to nll .. abuut three fee t away) th<.: re ca me n mist, nntl gradually thcrc formcd in its centre a 

human UICL'. 1\ s it bcc;11nc morc and more di s tinctly \'isibk I can o llly dcs1Tihc it :ts 

radiant with a glory whirh \\"<.' mortals on ly as::;uciatc \\'ith tha t l.11 1d where " tile dead nrc 

many but th e Ji \' i11g few." I \\'t ll rvmunh<.:r and ~ha ll c\·cr IK·ar i11 mind that ~cc nc. Jkt'or....: 

me, th ~.: medium cntrnnccd and Lrc;tthing heavily; ''Joey Sandy " ncar at hand nnd gidng 
instructions in the dir<.:ct vuice; and in our midst the face and fo rm tJf tine whose murt:-~1 

\'Oice had not bccn hcnrd for many a month bcfurt.:. She lx·nt her head, her lip~ t(Jt!Cht:d 

mine, a nd a si mple hut unmista k;li,Je sign uf n::l'ugnilion was g t\'CJl. Could l make publi~ · 

at! tlwt •wcl.lr rcd n lltti11g n.:ason W<ntld appear why at th;"lt moment thc du11hh o( y(.:.tl'::, 
disa pp•·aru l, and Lll c nb!:>olutl! reality 11f spirit cutlllmtnion \\'as m~H.Ic mnnill:::,t tt> me. 1t was Jl(lt 

altngdhcr ll1c tlt·iv tJt iflc cvidcm·c I thc11 I•IJtai llnl, thuugh tlwre i~ JW C]Ucstiu11 in Ill)' mind as 

to its ('ap:1 ldlity of l>d11g ::ill clLs~...T ihcd , o r of th e \\eight \\'hiclt tltl' ~e facts h~1d with mc. Tltt·re 

w:ts i11 :t dd ition S••llllthing more- a new ~enst.: in \\ lli ch spi ritual things wcre !:>piritually C<•tlcci\·ed 

-which ];rought conviction home to me, ~nd maue mt: realitle th.1t 

"As nn&t:l'll ha nd !> roll baLl' the dnor:,, the light 1 h Ll l tllH>lb 1 hl' \ t'l)' ;11r 

b Lut the shaduw trom within, of the trreat sct:rd hidden thc..;rc..;.~' 
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