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BIGOTRY. Obstinate or blind attachment to a particular creed; unreasonable zeal 
or warmth in fa,·or of a party, sect, or opinion; excessive prejudice. The practice 
or tenet of a bigot. 

PREJUDICE. An opinion or decision of mind, formed without dne-'examination 
of the facts or arznments which are neces~ary to a jnst and impartial determination, 
A previous bent or inclination of mind for or against any person or thing. Injury or 
wrong of any kind ; as to act to the prejudice of another. 

SUPERSTITION. Excessive exactness or rigor in religious opinions or practice; 
excess or extravagance in religion; tbe doh1g of things not required by God, or ab~ 
stttining from things not forbidden; or the belief of what is absurd, or belief without 
evidence. False religion; flllse worship. Rite or practice proceeding from excess 
of scruples in religion. Excessive nicety; scrupnlous exactne~s. Belief in the 
direct agency of stlperior powers in certain extraordinary or singular events, or in 
omens and prognostics.-lVebster . 

• 



INTRODUCTION. 

TnE object in reprinting this most interesting re· 
\·iew is simply to sho'v the progress 1nade in moral, 
intdlectnnl, and physical science. The reader will 
go hack \Yith us to a time-not Yery remote-when 
nothing was kno,Yn of Phrenology and Psychology ; 
w·hen men and \YOlnen were persecuted, and even put 
to death, through the baldest ignorance and the most 
pitiable superstition. If w·e \Vere to go back still 
farther, to the IIoly ,, .... ars, w·e should find cities and 
nations drenched in lnunan blood through relig
ious bigotry and intolerance. Let us thank God that 
our lot is cast in a 1nore fortunate age, when the 
light of revelation, rightly interpretrd by the aiel of 
SciEXCE, points to the Source of all Knowledge, all 
truth, all light. 

~\.,..hen 1ve know more of Anatomy, Physiology, 
Physiogn01ny, and the Natural Sciences generally, 
there will be a spirit of broader liberality, religious 
tolerance, and individual freedo1n. Then all men 
will hold themselves accountable to God, rat11er than 
to popes, priests, or })arsons. Our progenitors lived 
in a thne that tried men's souls, as the following 
lucid review most painfully shows. 

. s. R. w. 
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SALE~l WITCHCRAFT. 

TIIE PLACE. 

~i ~~ HE name of tl1e village of Salem is as familiar to Ameri
~ cans as that. of any provincial tm\:n in England or Franc(' 

_ .:...r ~ is to En~lishmcn and Fre~chme_n; yet, when uttered in 
·· ~ the hcnnng of Europeans, tt carr1es us back two or three 

centuries, and suggests an image, however faint and transient, of 
the life of the Pngl'irn Fathers, who gave that. sacred name to the 
place of their chosen habitation. Ifwe were on the spot to-day, we 
shou1d see a modern American seaport, with an interest of its own, 
but l>y no means a romantic on~. At present Salem is suffering its 
~hare of the ach·e~ity which has f~11lcn upon the shipping trade, while 
it is still mourning the loss of some of its noblest citizens in tl1e 
late civil war. No community in tbe Republic paid its tribute of patri
otic sacrifice more generously; and there were doubtless occasions 
when its citizens remembered the early days of glory, when their 
fathers helped to chase the retreating British, on the first shedtling of 
uloocl in the war of Independence. But now thPy have enough to 
think of under the pressure of the hour. Their trade is paralyzed un
der tl1e operation of tlle tariff; their shipping is rotting in port, except so 
much of it as is sold to foreigners; there is much poverty in low places 
and dread of further commercial adversity among the chief citizens, 
but there is the same vigol'ous pursuit of iutellectunl interests and pleas
ures, throughout the society of the place, that there always is wherever 
any number of New Englanders have made their homes beside tho 
church, the library, and the school Whatever other changes ma.y 
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occur from one age or period to another, the features of natural scenery 
are, for the most part, unalterable :Massachusetts Bay is as it was 
when the Pilgl'ims cast their first look over it: its blue waters- as 
blue as the seas of Greece-rippling up upon the sheeted snow of the 
sands in winter, or beating against rocks glittering in ice; in autumn 
the pearly ·waves flowing in under the thickets of gaudy foliage; and 
on summer evening the green surface surrounding the amethyst islands, 
where white foam spouts out of the caves and crevices. On land, there 
are still the craggy hills, and the jutting promontories of granite, where 

J.e barberry grows as the bramble docs with us, and room is found for 
:.he farmstead between the crags, and for the apple-trees and little 
slopes of grass, and patches of tillage, where all else looks barren. The 
boats are out, or ranged on sllore, according to the weather, just· as they 
were from the beginning, only in larger numbers; and far away on 
:::tber hand the coasts and islands, the rocks and hills and rural dwell
mgs, are as of old, save for the shrinking of the forest, and the growth 
of the cities and villages, whose spires and school-houses are visible 
here and there. 

TilE SALE)fiTE OF FORTY YEARS AGO. 

Yet there are changes, marked and memorable, both in Saiem and its 
neighborhood, since the date of tb~rty-seven years ago. There was 
then an exclusiveness about the place a~ evident to strangers, and as 
dear to natives, as the rivalship between Philadelphia and Balt.imore, 
while far more interesting and honorable in its character. In Salem 
society there was a singular combination of the precision and scrupu
lousness of Puritan manners and habits of thought with the pride of a 
cultivated and traveled community, boasting acquaintance with peo
ple of all known faiths, and familiarity with all known ways of living 
and thinking, while adhering to the customs, and even the prejudices, 
of their fathers. While Telating theological conversations held with 
liberal Buddhists or lax ::\Iohammedans, your host would whip his 
horse, to get home at full speed by sunset on a Saturday, t.hat the 
groom's Sabbatb migl1t not be encroached on for five minutes. The 
houses were hung with odd Chinese copies of English engravings, and 
furnished with a variety of pretty and useful artic1es from China, never 
seen elsewhere, because none but American tradP.rs had then achieved 
any commerce "'\\i.th that country but in tea, nankeen, and silk. The 
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Salem Museum was the glory of the town, and even of the State. Each 
speculative merchant who went forth, with or without a cargo (and the 
trade in ice was then only beginning), in his own ship, with his wife 
and her babes, was determined to bring home some ofte1ing to the l\lu
seum, if he should accomplish a membership of that institution by 
doubling either Cape Horn or the Cape of Good Hope. He picked up 
an old cargo somewhere and trafficked with it for another; and so 1lC 

went on-if not rounding the world, seeing no small part of it, and 
making acquaintance with a dozen eccentric potentates and barbmic 
chiefs, and sovereigns witll widely celebrated names; and, whether the 
adventurer came home ricl1 or poor, he was sure to have gained much 
knowledge, and to have become very entertaining in discourse. The 
houses of the principal merchants were pleasant abodes-each stand
ing alone beside the street, wll ich wns an avenue thick-strewn with 
leaves iu autumn and well slladecl in summer. Not far away ,Yere the 
woods, ·.vhcre lumbering went on, for the export of timber to Charles
ton and New Orleans, and for the furniture manufacture, which was 
the main industry of the less fertile districts of .:Massachusetts in those 
days. Here and there was a little lake-a" pond ''-under the shadow 
of the woods, yielding water-lilies in summer, and ice for exportation 
in winter-as soon as that happy iden had occurred to some fortunate 
speculator. On some knoll there was sure to be a school-house. Amid 
these and many other pleasant objects, and in the very center of the 
stranger's observations, there was one spectacle tbnt had no beauty in 
it-j ust as in the happy course of the life of the Salem community there 
is one fearful period. That dreary object is the Witches' Hill at Salem; 
and that fearful chapter of history is the tragedy of the \\ritch Delusion. 

HOW THE SUBJECT WAS OP~XED. 

Our reason for selecting the elate of thirty-seven years ago for our 
glance at the Snlem of the last generation is, that at that time a c1ergy
man resident there fixed the attention of the inhauitants on the history 
of their forefathers by clelive1iug lectures on Witchcraft. This gentle
man was tllen a young man, of cultivated mind and intellectual tastes, 
a popular preacher, and esteemed and beloved in private life. In deliv
ering those lectures he had no more idea than his audience that he was 
entering upon the great work and grand intellectual interest of his life. 
When he concluded the course, he was unconscious of having offered 



10 S.ALEl£ WITCHCRAFT. 

more than the entertainment of a day; yet the engrossing occupation 
of seven-and-thirty years for himself, aud no little employment and in· 
terest for others, have grown out of that early effort. He was requested 
to print the lectures, and did so. They went through more than one 
edition; and every time he reverted to the subject, with some fresl1 
knowledge gathered from new sources, he perceived more distinctly 
how inadequate, and even mistaken, had been his early conceptions of 
the character of the transactions which constituted the \\itch Tragedy. 
At length he refused to reissue the Yolume. "I was unwilling," he 
says in the preface of the book before us, "to issue again wllnt I had 
discovered to be an inst1ftlcient presentation of the suhject." l\Iean
time, he was penetrating into mines of materials for history, furnished 
by the peculiar forms of administration instituted by the enrly rulers 
of the province. It was an ordinance of the Gcnc>ral Court of )Jussa
chusetts, for instance, that testimony should in all C'ases be taken in the 
shape of depositions, to ue presen·ed " in perpetual remembrance." In 
all trials, the evidence of witnesses 11·as taken in writing beforehand, -the witnesses being present (except in certain cases) to meet any exara-
ination !n regard to their recorded testimony. The~e depositions were 
carefully preserved, in complete order: anll thns we may now know 
as much about the landed property, the wills, the contracts, the aqsaults 
and defamation, the thieYery and cheating, nn<1 en•n the personal mor
als and social demeanor of the citizens of Salem of two centuries and 
a half ago as we could haye done if tlley had had law-reporters in their 
courts, and had filed those reports, and presel'\'cd the police dcpnrt
ments of newsp11pers like those of tile present dny. The documents 
relating to the witchcraft proceedings have been for the most part laid 
up among the State archives; but a considtrablc nnmher of them have 
been dispersed- no doubt from their connection with family history, 
and under impulses of shame and remorse. Of these, some are safely 
lodged in literary institutions, and others are in private bands, though 
too many have been lost. 

C.AREl!'UL lliSTORIOGRAPllY. 

In a long course of years, ::t\It·. 'Gpbam, and after llim his sons, have 
searched out all documents they could hear of. ·when they had rea
son to believe that any transcription of papers was inaccurate-that 
~aps had been conjecturally filled up, that dates. had been mistaken, 
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or that papers had been trnnsposecl, they never rested till they had 

got llol<l of the original::;, thinking the bad spelling, the rude gram
mar, and strange dialect of the least cultivated country people less 

objectionable tllan tlle uuauthorizet1 a mendments of transcribers. 1\Ir. 

Upham says he bas resorted to the originals throughout. Then 

there were the parish books nnd churcl1 records, to which was com
mitted in early days Yery much in the life of individuals which would 

now be considered a matte r of private concern, and scarcely fit for 

comment by next-door neighbors. The primitive local maps and the 

coast-survey chart, with the markings of original grants to settlers, and 

of bridges, mills, meeting-houses, private dwellings, forest roads, and 

Hu-m lJomHlnries, ha\·e been prescr\ed. Betwe(']l these and deeds of 

com·cyance it has been po:'sihlc to construct n. map of the district, 
whkh not only restore:; the external scene to the mind's eye, but casts 

a o;trong and fearful light -a. "·c shall sec presently-on the origin and 

cour::-c of the trouble:- of HHJ2. ) [ r. l:phmu and his sons have minutely 

examined the territory-tmc~n~ the ol<.l stone "alls and the streams, 
tixin~ the gates, measuring lli:-;taucc::<, evr.n verifying points of view, till 
the :;mJ·omltling· ~ct•JH:ry has lwcomc as complete as could be desired. 

B d we,•n the church books aLH1 the parish and court records, the char

nett r. repute, ways, aml manner'$ of C\'ery conspicuous resident can be 

n!:-ccrtaiucd; and it may he said that nothing out of the common way 
happcnetllo any man. woman. or child within the district which could 

remain unknown at this day, if any one wished to make it oul :Mr. 

Upham hns wished to make out the real story of the \Vitcll Tragedy; 

and be has done it in snch n "ny that his rendt>rs wi11 doubtless agree 

that no more accurate piece of history has ever been written than the 

annals of this New England to\\ nsllip. 
For such n. work, however , sometlJing more is required than the most 

minute delineation of the outwnrd conditions of men and society; and 

in this higher department of his tnsk :Mr. Upham is above all anxious 

to obtnin and dispense true light. The second part of his work treats 

of what may be caned the spiritual scenery of the time. H e exhib its 
the superstition of that age, when the belief in Satnnic agency was the 

governing idea of religious life, and the most engrossing and pervading 

interest known to the Puritans of e\ery country. Of the young and 

ignorant in the new settlement beyond the seas his researches have led 
him to write thus; 
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THE ACTORS IN THE TRAGEDY. 

"Howe·rer strange it seems, it is quite worthy of observation, that the 
actors in that tragedy, the 'afflicted children,' and other witnP.sses, in 
their various statements and operations, embraced about the whole circle 
of popular superstWon. I How those young country girls, some of them 
mere cllildrcn, most of them wholly illiterate, could have become familiar 
with sucb fancies, to such an extent, is truly surprising. They acted out, 
and brought to bear with tremendous effect, almost all that can be found 
in the literature of that day, and the period preceding it, relating to 
such subjects. Images and visions which had been portrayed in tale.\ 
of romance, and given interest to the pages of poetry, "·ill be made by 
them, as we shall sec. to throng the woods, flit through the air, and hover 
over the heads of a terrified court. The ghosts of murdered wives and 
children will play their parts with a vividness of representation and 
artistic skil1 of expression tllat have hardly been surpassed in scenic 
representations on the stage. In the Salem-witchcraft proceedings, the 
superstition of tlJe middle ages was embodied iu real action. All its 
extravagant absurdities and monstrm~ities appear in their application 

t 

to human experience. \Ve see what the effect has bceu, and must be, 
·when the affairs of life, in courts of la·w and tbe relations of society, or 
the conduct or feelings of individuals, are suffered to be under the con
trol of fanciful or mystical notions. When a whole people abandons 
the solil1 ground of common sense, overleaps the boundaries of human 
knowledge, gives itself up to wild Jeveries, and lets loose .its passions 
without restraint, it presents a spectacle more terrific to behold, and 
becomes more destructive and disastrous, tban any convulsion of mere 
material nature,-than tornado, conflagration, or earthquake." (Vol. i. 
p. 468.) 

PHILOSOPIIY OF THE DELUSION. 

All this is no more than might have occurred to a thoughtful histo. 
rian long years ago; but there is yet something else which it has been 
reserved for our generation to perceive, or at least to declare, without 
fear ot· hesitation. 1\Ir. Upllam may mean more tllan som.e people 
would in what be says of the new opening made by science into the 
dark depths of mystery c0vered by the term Witchcraft; for he is not 
only the brother-in-law but the intimate friend and associate of Dr. 
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Oliver Wendell Holmes, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology at Har

vard University, nnd still better known tn us, as h e is at home, as the 
writer of the physiological tales," Elsie Yeuner" and the" Guardian 

Angel,'' which llave impressed the public as something ucw in the lit

et·ntnre of fiction. It can not be supposed that ~Ir. Upham's view of 
the Salem Delusion wonlcll1ave been precisely what we find it here if 

he and Dr. Holmes had ne-ver met; and, bnt for the presen<'e of the 

Professor's mind throughout the book, "·hich is most fitly dedicated to 

him, its readers might have perceived less clearly the true direction in 

which to look for a solution of the mystery of the story, and its writer 

might haYe written something less significant in the place of the fol
lowing paragraph: 

"As showing how f.'lr the beliefs of the understanding, the percep 

tions of the senses, nnd the delusions of the imagination may he 
confounded, the subject be.longs not only to theology and moral anrl 

political science, but to ]Jhysiolo[Jy, in its original and proper use, as em

bracing our whole nature; and the fitcts presented may help to conclu

sions relating to what is jllstly regarded as the great mystelT of onr 

being-the connection between the body and the mind." (Vol. i. p. \"iii.) 

CHARACTER OF TilE EARLY SETTLE".\ill~T. 

The settlement had its birth in 1620, the date of the charter gran teet 

by James I. to" tllC GoYernor and Company of :\Inssachusetts Bay in 

New England." I Tile first policy of the company was lo attmct fhmilit>s 
of good birth, t>Osition, educntion, and fortune, to take up considc>raule 

portions of land, introduce the 1JC£t agriculture known, and facilitate 
the settling of the country. Hence tile tone of manners, the socia. 

organization, and tile prevalence of the military spirit, which the sub

!equent decline ju the spirit of the community made it difficult for 

careless thinkers to understand. ' Not only did the wealth of this class 
of early settlers supply the district with roads and bridges, and clear 

the forest; it set up tJ1e pursuit of agriculture in the highest place, and 
encouraged intellec_tual pursnits, refined intercourse, and a loftier spirit 

of colonizing enterprise than can be looked for among immigrants 

whose energies are engrossed by the ueeds of the dny. The mode of 

dress of the gentry of this class sho"·s us ~omething of their aspect in 
their new country, when prowling Indians were infesting the woods a 

stonn's throw from their fences, and when the rulers of the community 
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took it in turn with all their neighbors to act as scouts against the sav· 
ages. George Corwin was thus dressed: 

"A wrought flowing neckcloth, a sash covered with lace, a coat 
with short cuffs and reachi11g halfway between the wrist and elbow; 
the skirts in plaits below; an octagon ring and cane. The last two 
articles are still preserved. His inventory mentions ' a silver-laced 
cloth coat, a velvet ditto, a satin waistcoat embroidered with gold, a 
trooping scarf and silver hat-band, golden-topped and embroidered, and 
a silver-headed cane.'" (Vo1. i. p. 98.) 

This aristocratic element was in ln.rge p~oportion to the total num
ber of settlers. It lifted up the next class to a position inferior only to 
its own by its connection with lancl. The farmers formed an order by 
themselves-not by having peculiar institutions, but through the dig
nity ascribed to tlgricnlture. The yeom:mry of]Iassnchnsetts bolcl their 
beads high to this (lay, and their fathers spoke proudly of themselves 
as "the farmers." They pcnetrnted the forest in all directions, sat 
down beside tlle streams, and plowed up snell level tracts as they 
found open to the sunshine; so that in n. 1ew years" tlle Salem Farms" 
constjtutet1 a well-defined territory, thinly peopled, bnt entirely appro
priated. In clue course parishes were formed round the outskirts 
of "Salem Farms," encroaching more or less in all directions, and 
reducing the area to that which was ultimately known as '1 Salem' 
Village," in which some few of the origin:1l grants of fiye hundred 
acres or lcs;::; remained complete, ~vhile others were divided among fam
ilies or sohl. Long before tlle date of tllc Salem Tragedy, the strifes 
which follow upon the acquisition of land had become common, and 
there was mueh ill-blood within tllc bounds of the City of Peace. The 
independence, the mode of life, and the pride of the yeomen made them 
excellent citizens, howeyer, when war broke out with the Indians or 
with any other foe; and the military spil'it of the aristocracy was well 
sustained by that of the farmers. 

The dignity of the town bad been early secured by the wisdom of 
the Company at lwme, which had committed to the people the govern
ment of the disttict in which they were placed; and evet-y citizen felt 
himself, in his degree, concerned in the rule and good order of the soci· 
ety in which be livec~nt the lwlclers of land recognized no real 
equality between themselves and men ot' other callings, while the arti· 
sans and laborers were ambitious to obtain a place in the higher class 
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Artisans of every calling needed in a new society had been sent out 
from England by the Company; nncl when all the most energetic bad 
acquired ns much land as could be had in recompense fo1· special serv
ices to the community-as so many ar.res for plowing up a meadow, so 
many for discovering minerah:;, so many for foiling au Indian raid,
ancl "hen the original grants had been broken up, and finally parceled 
out among sons and daughters, len.Ying no scope for new purchasers. 
the most ambitious of the ach enturers applied. for tracts in ::Jiaine, 
where they might play their part of First Families in a new setllcment. 
The weaker, the more em·ious, the more i11-conditioned thus remained 
bel.tind, to ca Yil at thei r prosperous neighbors, and spite them if they 
could. Here was an evident preparation for social disturbance, when 
opportunity for grat ifying bad passions should. arise. 

FffiST CAUSES. 

There had been a preparation for this stage in the temper with which 
the ach•enturers had arrh·ell in the country, and the influences~which 
at once operated upon them there. The politics and the religion in 
which they had grown up were gloomy and severe. Those ·who were 
not soured were sad ; and, it should be remembered, they fully believed 
that Satan and his powers were abroad, and must be contended with 
daily and hourly, and in every transaction of life. In their new home 
they found little cheer from the sun and tl1e common daylight; for the 
forest ~hroncled the entire land beyond the barren seashore. The special 
enemy, the Red Indian, always watclling them ancl seeking his advan
tage of them, was not, in their view, a simple savage. Their clergy 
assured them that the Red Indians were worshipers nnd agents of Sa
tan; and it is clifficnlt to estimate the effect of this belief on the minds 
and tempers of those who were thinking of the Indians at every turn 
of daily life. The passion wllich is in the far ' 'est still spoken of as 
spedal, under the name of " Indian-hating,'' is a mingleLl ferocity and 
fanaticism quite inconceivable by quiet Christians, or perhaps by any 
l>tlt border ad venturers; and this passion, kindled by tlle first demon
stration of hostility on the part of the ~Inssachuset ts Red l\Ian, grew 
and spread incessantly under the painful early experknccs of colonial 
life. EYery man had iu tu)·n to be scout, by day and night! in the 
swamp and in the for&>t; and e\·cry woman· had to be on the watch in 

her husband's absence to save her babes from murderers and kidnap-
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pers. Whatever else they might want to be doing, even to supply their 
commonest needs, the citizens had first to station themselves within 
hail of each other all d~ly, and at night to drive in their cattle among 
the dwellings, and keep watch by turns. Even on Sundays patrols 
were appointed to look to the public sn.fety while the community were 
at church. The mothers carried their babes to the meeting-house, 
rather than venture to stay at home in the absence of husband and 
neighbors. One function of the Sabbath patrol indicates to us other 
sources of trouble. While looking for Indians, the patrol was to ob
serve who was absent from worship, to mark what the absentees ·were 
doing, and to giYe information to the authorities. These p~trols were 
chosen from the leading men of the community-the most active, vigil
ant, and sensible-an~1 it is conceivable that much ill-will might have 
been accumulated in the hearts of not only the ne'er-do-weels, hut timid 
and jealous and angry persons who were uneasy under thls Sabbath 
inspection. Such ill-will had its day of triumph when the Salem 
Tragedy arrived at its catastrophe. 

DEATH OF THE PATRIARCH. 

The ordinary experience of life was singularly accelerated in that 
new state of society, though in the one particular of the a.ge attained 
by the primitive adventurers, the community may be regarded as 
favored. Death m::tde a great sweep of the patriarchs at last-shortly 
before the Tragedy-but an unusual proportion of elders presided over 
social affairs for seventy years after the date of the second charter. The 
chief seats in the meeting-house were filled by gr<ty-l1airccl men and 
women, rich or poor as might happen; and they were allowed tore
tain their places, whoever else might be shifted in the yearly "seat
ing." The title "~and lord" distinguished the most dignified, and the 
eldest of each family of the" Old Planters;" a" Goodman" and" Good
wife" (abbreviated to " Goody'') were titles of honor, as signifying 
heads of households. The old age of these venerable persons was care
fully cherished; and when, as coultl not but happen, many of them 
departed near together, the mourning of the community was deep and 
bitter. Society seemed to be deprived of its pa1~ents, and in fear and 
grief it anticipated the impending calamity. Except in regard to these 
patriarchs, and their long old age, the pace of events was very mpid. 
;Early marriages might be looked for in a society so youthful; but the 
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rapid succession of second nncl subsequent marriages is a striking fea· 
ture in the register. The most deYoted affection seems to have had no 
effect in deferring a second marriage so long as a year. No time was 
lost in settling in life at first; families were large; and half-brothers 
aud sisters abounded; and as they grew up they married on the por
tions which were given them, ns a matter of course,-each having 
house, land, and plenishing, until at last the parents gave away all but 
aSu"fficiency for their own need Qr <.;onvenience, and went into the town 
or remained in the central mansion, turning over the land and its ct~res , -to the younger generatiog..> When there was a failure of offspring, the 
practice of adoption seems to have been resorted to almost as a natural 
process, which, in such a state of society, it probably was. 

GROWTH. 

In the early days of the arts of life it is usual for the separate transac
tions of each clay to be slow and cumbrous; but the experience of life 
may be rapid nevertheless. Wb ile traYcling was a rough jog-trot, and 
forest-land took years to clear, and the harvest weeks to gather, prop
erty grew fast, marriages were precipitate and repeated, one generation 
trod on the heels of another, and the old folks complained that The 
Enemy made rapid conqnest of the new territory which they had hoped 
he could not enter. When any work-of house-building, or harvesting, 
or nutting, or furni$hing, or raising the wood-pile-had to be done, it 
was secured by assembling an the hands in the neighborhood, and turn· 
ing the toil into a festive pleasure. We ba \7 e all read of such "bees" 
in the rural districts of America down to the present day; and we can 
easily understand how the" goodmen" and "goodies" watched for t.he 
good and the evil which came out of such celebrations-the courtship 
and marriage, and the neighborly interest and good offices on the one 
hand, and the evil passions from disappointNl hopes, envy, jealousy, 
tittle-tattle, rash judgment, and slander on the other. ~Inch that was 
said, done,-ancl inferred in such meetings as these found its way long 
afterward into the Tragedy at Salem. ~Ir. Upham depicts the inner 
side of the young social life of which the inquisitorial meeting-house 
and the courts were the black shadow: 

" The people of the early colonial settlements had a private and inte· 
rior life, as much as we haYe no'\Y, and the people of all ages and coun
tries have had. I t is common to regard them in no other light than as 
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a severe, somber, and pleasurc-abhoning generntion. It was not so 
with them altogether. They bad the same nature that we have. It 
was not all gloom and severity. They had their recreations, amuse· 
ments, gayeties, and frolics. Youth was as buoyant with hope and 
gladness, love as warm and tender, mirth as natura] to innocence, wit 
as sprightly, then as now. There was as much poetry and Tomance; 
the merry laugh enlivened the newly opened fields, and rang through 
t11e bordering woods as loud, jocund, and unrestrained as in these older 
and more crowded settlements. It is true that their theology was au
stere, and their policy, in Church and State, stern; but, in their modes 
of life, there were some features which gave peculiar opportunity to 
exercise and gratify a love of social excitement of a pleasurable kind." 
(Vol. i. p. 200.) 

Except such confliets as arose about the boundaries of estates when 
the General Court was remiss in making and enforcing its decisions, 
the first and greatest strifes related to Church matters and theological 
doctrines. The farmers had more lively minds, better informed as to 
law, and more exercised in reasoning and judging than their class 
are usually supposed to have; for there never was n. time when law
suits were not going forward about the area and the rights of some 
landed property or other; and intelligent men were called on to 
follow the course of litigation, if not to serve the community in office. 
Thus they were prepared for the strife when the operation of the two 

Churches pressed for settlement. 

TROUBLE IN THE CHURCll. 

The farmers in the rural district thenceforward to be ca11ed " Salem 
Village," desired to have a meeting-l10use and a minister of their own; 
but the town authorities insisted on taxing. them for the religions estab
lishment in Salem, from which they derived no benefit. In 1G70, 
twenty of them petitioned to be set off as a parish, and allowed to pro
vide a minister for themselves. In two years more the pctiti(ln wa~ 
granted, as a compromise for larger privileges; but there were restric· 
tions which spoiled the grace of such concession ns there was. One of 
these restrictions was that no minister was to be permanently settled 
without the permission of the old Church to proceed to his ordination. 
Endless trouble arose out of this provision. The men who had con
tributed the land, labor, and material for the meeting-bouse, and the 
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maintenance for the pastor, naturally de~ired to be free in the!r choice 

of ~ite1r minister, while the Church anthorities in Salem consiclcrecl 
themselves responsible fl)r the maintennuce of true doctrine, and for 

lea dng no opening for Satan to eutcr the fold in tlJC form of heresy, or 

any kind or degree of cli~seut. Their ttther$, the iirst settlers, hacl 
made the colony too hot for one of their most virtuous nnd distin

guished citizens, been usc he had Yiews of his own on Infant Bnptism; 
they bad urought him to judgment, m!lgistratc nnd church member as 

be was, for not having presented :Uis iuf;tnt child at the font; he had 

sold his estates and gone awny. If snch n citizen as Townst•ncl Bishop 

was thus lost to their society, how could the guardi:tns of religion sur

render their control oyer any church or pastor n·ithin their reach? 

They hnd SJ)iritual cbnrge of a community which had made its abode 

on the American shore for the single purpose of living its own religions 

life in its 01rn war; and no dissent or modification from n·ithin could 

be permitted, any more than intrusion or molestation from without. 

Between the ecclC'siastica1 view on the one hand, :mel the civil view on 

the oth~r, there was small chance of harmony between town and vil

lage, or between pastor, flock, and the overseers of both. The great 

_point on which they were all ngrecd ·was thnt they were all in specinl 

danger from the extreme malice of Satan, "'llo, foiled in Puritan Eng
lnnd, was bent on revenge in AIDerica, and w·as visibly and auclilJJy 

present in the settlement, seeking whom he might devour. 

Quancling began with the appearance of the nrst minister, a young 

Mr. Bayley, who wa.s nppointed from year to yenr, but never ordained 

the pastor till 1679, when the authorities of Salem tried to force :Uim 

upon the people of Salem Village in the face of strong opposition. The 

farmers disregarded the orders issued from the town, and managed their 
relig ions affairs by general meetings of their own congregation; and at 

length J\Ir. Bayley retired, leaving the society in a much worse temper 

th an he had found on his a.rriYal. A handsome gift of land was settled 
upon h im, in acknowledgment of llis services; h e quitted the ministry, 

and practiced medicine ln Roxbury till his death, nearly thirty years 
a fterward. 

REV. 1tffi. BURROUGllS. 

His partisans '\lere enemies of h is successor, of course, ]Ir. Bur· 

roughs '\Vas a man of even distinguished excellence in the pastoral rela

tion, in days '\lhen risks from Indians made that duty as perilous as the 
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career of the soldier in war time i but l1is flock were divided, church 
business was neglected, l1e was allo:wed to fall into want. He with· 
drew, was recalled to settle accounts, was nrreste<l for debt in full 
meeting-tile debt being for the f~neral expenses of his wife-was ab· 
solved from aU blame under the cruel neglect he had experienccd
anclleft the VHlage. Before he could hear in his remote home in Maine 
'\.Yhat was doing at Salem in the :first days of the Witch Tragedy, he 
was summoned to llis old neighborhooc1, was charged with sorcery on 
the most childish and absut·d testimony conceivable, aud executed in ~ 

August, 1692. One of the witnesses-a young girl morbid in body and 
mind-poured out her remorse to him the day before his death. He, 
believing her a victim of Satan, forgave her, prayed with her, and died 
honored and beloved by aU who were not under the curse of the big-
otry of the time. 

DEODAT LA WSO~. 

The third minister was one Deodat Lawson, who is notable-besides 
his learning-for his Sermon on the Devil, and for some mournful mys
tery about his end. Of his last days there is nothing known bnt that 
there was something woeful in them; but his sermon, preached at the 
commencement of the outbreak in Salem, remains to us. It was pub
lished in America, and then widely circulated in England. It met the 
popular craving for light about Satan and his doings; and thus, be
tween its appropriateness to the time and occasion, and the learning 
and ability which it manifesteu, it produced an extraordinary effect in 
its day. In ours it is an instructive evidence of the extent to which 
"knowledge f.'llsely so called" may operate on the mind of society, in 
the absence of science, and before the time has arrived for a clear un
derstanding of the natnrc of knowledge and the conditions of its attain
ment. 1\Ir. Lawson bore a part in the Salem Tragedy, ancl then went to 
England, where we hear of him from Calaruy as " the unhappy ~Ir. 
Deodat Lawson," and he disappears. 

PARRIS-A 1\fALIGNANT. 

The fourth and last of tl1e ministers of Salem Village, before the 
Tragedy, was t]1e Mr. Parris wl10 played the most conspicuous part in 
it. He must have been a man of singular shamclessne:;~, as well as 
remarkable selfishness, craft, ruthlessness, and withal imprudence. Ho 
began his operations with sharp bargaining about his stipend, and 
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sharp practice in appropriating the house and land assigned for the \U'C 

of successive pastors. He wrought diligently under the stimulus of his, 
ambition tiJl he got his meeting-house sanctioned as a true church, and 
himself ordained as the first .Pus tor of S~lcm Village. This was in 1689. 
~c immediately launched out into suCh an exercise of priestly power as 

could barrlly be exceeded under any form of churcll government; he set , 
his people by the ears on every possible· occnsion and on every posgible 
pretense; he made his church a scandal in the land for its brawls and 

: controversies; and on him rests the responsibility of the,.disease and 
madness which presently turned his parish into a bell, and made. it 
famous for the murder of the wisest, gentlest, and purest Christians it 
contained. [This man Parris must h:n·e had an inferior intellect, small 
Conscientiousness, Benevolence, and Veneration; large Firmness, Self
Esteem, Combativeness, Destructiveness, and Acquisitiveness.] 

A PROTEA~ DEVIL. 

Before we look at his next proceeding, however, we must bring into 
view one or two facts essential to the understanding of t.he case. We 
have already observed on tbe universality of the lJclief in the ever-pres
ent agency of Satan in that region and that special season. In the woods 
the Red :1\Ien were his agents-living in and for his service and his 
worship. In the open country, Satan himself was seen, as a black 
horse, a black dog, as a tall, dark stranger, as a raven, a wolf, a cat, etc. 
Strange incidents happened there as everywhere-odd bodily affections 
and mental movements; and when devilish influences are watched for, 
they are sure to be seen. Everybody wus prepared for manifestations 
of witchcraft from the first landing in the Bay; and tbere had been 
more and more cases, not only rumorell, but brought under investiga
tion, for some years before the final outbreak. 

This suggests the next consideration: that the generation concerned 
had no" alternative" ~xplanation within their reach, when perplexed by 
unusual appearances or uctions of body or mind. They believed them
selves perfectly certain about the Devil and his doings ; and his agency 
was the only solution of their difficulties, while it was a very complete 
one. T hey thought they knew that his method of working was by 
b uman agent.s, whom he had won over and bound to his service. They 
had all been brought up to believe this ; and they nev~r thought of 
doubting it. 
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S'£ATE O:b' PHYSIOLOGY. 

The very conception of science had then scarcely begun to be 
formed in the minds of the ·wisest men of the time: and if it bad 
been, who wns there to suggest that the handful of pulp contained in the 
human skull, and the soft string of marrow in the spine, and cobweb 
lines of nerves, apparently of no more account than the buirs of the 
head, could transmit thoughts, emotions, passions-all the scenery of 
the spiritual world! F01: two hundred years more there was no effect· 
nal recognition of anything of the sort. At the end of those two centu· 
ries anatomists themselves were s1icing the brnin like a turnip, to see 
what was inside it,-not dreaming of the leading facts of its structure, 
nor of the inconceivnble delicacy of its organizntion. After half a cen
tury of knowledge of the main truth in regard to the brain, and nearly 
that period of st;udy of its organization, by every established medical 
authority in the civilized world, we arc still perplexed and baffled at 
every turn of the inquiry into the relations of body and mind. How, 
then, can we make sufficient aliowance for the effects of ignorance in a 
community where theology ·was the main interest in life, where science 
was yet unborn, and where all the influences of the period concurred 
to produce and aggravate superstitions and bigotries which now seem 
scarcely credible? 

[The reviewer appears to be a half believer in Phrenology, and yet 
unwilling to acknowledge his indebtedness to its teachers for the light 
he bas received in the organization and phenomena of the brain.] 

WILLIA)f PE)I~ AS A PRECEDENT. 

There had been misery enough caused by l)ersecutions for witch
craft within living memory to have warned .l\lr. Parris, one would 
think, how he carried down his people into those troubled waters 
again; but at that time such trials \\ere regarded by society as trials 
for murder are by us, and not as anything surprising ,except from the 
degrt!e c)f wickedness. William Penn presided at the trial of two Swed
ish women in Phil:-ulelphin for this gravest of crimes; and it was only 
by the accident of a legal informality that they escape-d, the case being 
regarded with abont the same feeling as we experienced a year or two 
ago when the murderess of infants, Charlotte 'Vinsor, was saved from 
hanging by a doubt. of the 1aw. If the crime spread-as it usually did 
-the municipal governments issued an order for a day of fasting aud 
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humiliation," in consitleration of the extent to which Satan prevaHs 
amongst us in respect of wilchcrnft." Among tlle prosecutions whicll 

followed ou sucll observances there was one here and there wl1ich 
turned out, too late, to ha\e been a mistake. This kind of discovery 

might be made an occasion for more f<\sting and humiliation; uut it 

seems to have had no effect in inducing caution or suggesting self-dis

trust. ~Ir. Parris amlllis parth;ans must }lt.."l.Ye been aware that on occa

sion of the last great spread of witcl-lcraft, the magis·trates and the Gen

eral Court bad set aside the verdict of the jury in one case of wrongful 

accusation, and that there were other instances in "·hich tile general 
heart and conscience were cruelly wounded and oppressed, under 

the conviction that the wisest and saintlil'st woman in the commu

nity hnd been made away with by malice, at least as much as mistaken 

zeal. 

The wife of one of the most honored and prominent citizens of 

Boston, and the sistN of the Deputy Gorcrnor of )fagsachusetts. l\Irs. 

HiblJins, might have been supposed safe from the gallows, while she 

walked in uprightness. and all holiness and gentleness of living. But 

her hm:band died; and the pack of fanatics sprang upon her, and tore 

het· to pieces-name and fhmc, fortune, life, and everything.• She was 

hanged in 1650, and tlle fhrmers of Salem Village and their pastor were 

o1d enough to know, ii;I ~Ir. Parris' time, how the" famous ~Ir. Nor

ton," an eminent pastor," once said at his own table ",;-before clergy· 
men and elders-" that one of their magistrates' wives was hanged for 
a witch, only for baying more wit than her neighbors;" and to be 

aware that in Bo~ton "a dcC'p feeling of resentment" against her per· 

secutors rnnklecl in tile minds of some of her citizens; and that they 
afterward" obsetTecl solemn marks of Providence set upon those who 

were \cry forward to condemn her." The story of )Irs. Bibbins, as 

told in the book before us, with the brief and simple comment of her 
own pleading in r.ourt, and the codicil to her .will, is so piteous and so 

fearful, that it is difficult to imagine how any clergyman could counte
nance a similar procedure before the memory of the execution had died 

out, and could be supported in his course by offic~rs of his cllurcb, and 
at length by the leading clergy of the district, the magistrates, the phy

sicians, "and de\out women not a few." 

[Here are evidences of large Cautiousness, fear , and timidity, with 

the vivid imagination of untrained childhood.] 
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PHENmi.ENA OF WITCIIERY. 

In the interval between the execution of ~Irs. Bibbins and the out
break at Salem an occasional breeze arose against some unpopular 
member of society.~a man's ox was ill, if the beer ran out of tlle" 
cask, if the butter would not come in the churn, if a horse shied or was 
restless ·when this or that man or'wom!ln was in sight; and if a woman 
knew when her neighbors were talking about her (\vhich "·as :Mrs. Bib
bins' most indh:.puta.ble proof of connection with the devil), rumors got 
about of Satanic interc~ men and women made deposition that 
six or seven years before, they had seen the suspected person yawn in 
church, and had obsel"'vecl a " devil's teat" distinctly visible under his 
tongue; and cllilclrcn told of bears coming to them in the night, and. of 
a buzzing devil in the humble·bee, and of a cat on the bed thrice as 
big as an ordinary cat. But the authorities, on occasion, exercised 
some caution. They fined one accused person for telling a 1ie, instead 
of treating his bragging as inspiration of the devil. They induced 
timely confe:ssion, or discovered flaws in the evidence, as often as th_ey 
could; so that there was less disturban_ce in the immediate neigh· 
b01·hood than in some other parts of the province. Where the Rev. 
:Mt·. Parris went, however, there was no more peace and quiet, no more 
privacy in the home, no more harmony in the church, no more good
will or good manners in society. 

As soon as he was ordained he put perplexing questions about bap
tism before the farmers, who rather looked to him for guidance in such 
matterf thnn expected to be exercised in theological mysteries which 
they had never studied. Tie exposed to the congregation the spiritual 
conflicts of indhidual members who " ·ere too humble for their own 
comfort. He preached and prayed incessantly about l1is own wrongs 
and tbe ~lights be suffered, in regard to his salary and supplies; and 
entered satirical notes in the margin of the church records; so thut he 
was as abundantly discussed from house to house, and from end to end 
of his parish, as he himself could have desired. In the very crisis of 
tile discontent, and when his little world was expecting to see him. dis
missed, he sn.ved himself, as we ourselves have of late seen other per
sons relieve themselves under stress of mind and circumstances, by a 
rush into the world of spirits. 

four years previously, a poor immigrant, ~ Catholic Irishwoman, 
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barl hc·cn h:mged in Boston for bewitching: four chilc1ren, named Good

win-one of wl10m, a girl of thirteen, had son·1y tried a rcvercnc1 man, 
less irascible than )lr. Parri~, hut ncnrly ns excitable. The trick~ th~ 

the little girl played the Reverend Cotton )latl~t•r, when he endeaYo~~ · 
to exorcise the evil spirits, are precisely such as :ue f;uniliar to us, iu 

cases which arc common in the practice of every phy!:>icinn. If we can 

not pretend to explain them-in the true sru~e of (•xplaining-thnt Is, 

referring them to un ascertained law of nature, "e know what to look 

for under certain conditions, and are nware that it is the brain and 

nervous system that is implicated in these pbcnomena, and not tbe 

Prince of Darkness and his train. Cotton )[ather hncl no alternath-e 

at his disposal. Satan or nothing w:u~ his only choice. He published 

the story, \Yilh all its absurd clewils; and it was rl'ad in almost every 
hou~e in the ProYince. At Salem it wrought "·ith fatnl effect, because 

,here was a pastor close by well qualified to make the utmost mischief 

out of it. 
[In cases of hysteria, the phenomena are sometimes so remarkable, 

that. one is disposed to attribute their cause to influences beyond nature.] 

PATIRIS AS'D RIS "CIRCLE." 

Mr. Pnrris had li\ed in the West Indies for some years, and had 

brought sen•ra1 slaves with him to S:tlcm. One of these, au Indian 

named John, and Titnba his "·ifc, c;;eem to ha,-e been full of the gross 

superstitions of their people, and of the frame and temperament best 
adaptt'd for the practices of d<•monology. In such a state of affairs the 

12astor nctnnlly formed, or allowed to be fQnM<lt a Rocie~y QUQI.lug.g.ids 

between the ages of eight and eighteen to meet in his parsonage, 

strongly rcscmhling those "circle!:>" iu the America of our time which 

ha\c filled the lunatic asylums "ith thousands of victim~ of" spiritual
ist" Tisitations. It seems that these young per::;ons were laboring un

der strong nervous e.xcitement, -n:.bich was encouraged rather than 

repres~ed by the mean,s employed l1y their spiritual llirector. Instcarl 
of treating them as the subjects of morbid delusion, .Mr. Parris regarded 

th em as the victims of exterm\.1 diabolical influence; nnd this influence 

was, strnngcly enough, snpposcd to be exercised, on the evidence of 

th e children tbemseln."s, by some of the most pious and respectable 
members of the community. 

We need not describe the course of events. In the dull life of the 
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country, the excitement of the proceedings in the "circle" was wel
come, no doubt; and it was ahntys on the increase. "Whatever trick
ery there might be-and no <lou!Jt there was plenty; whatever excite
men~ to hysteria, whatever actual sharpening of common faculties, it 
is clear tllat there was more; and those who haye given due and dis
passionate attention to the processes of mesmerism and their effects can 
!awe no difficulty in understanding the reports handed clown of what 
these young creatures did, n.nd said, and saw ~mder peculiar conditions 
of the _nervous system. When the physicians of the 1listrict coul~l_ see 
no explanation of the ailments of "the afllicled children" but" the 
evil hand/' no doubt could remain to those who consulted them of these 
agonies b!3ing the work of Satan. The matter was settled at once. But 
Satan can work only through human agents; and who were his instru
ments for the affliction of these children? Here was the opening 
through which calamity rushed in; and for half a year this fc'tvored 
corner of the godly land of New Englund was turned into a hell. The 
more tile children were stared at and pitietl, tl.ie bolder they grew iu 
their vagaries, till at last they broke tllrough the restraints of public 
worship, and talked nonsense to the minister in the pulpit, ai1d pro
faned the prayers. )lr. Parris assembled all tlle divines he could col
lect at his parsonage, and made his troop go through their perform
ances-the result of which was a general groan over the manifest 
presence of the Evil One, and a passionate intercession for "the 
afflicted children." 

[These aftlicted children of Salem, in 1690, were kindred to the nu
merous "mediums" of 1869. In the former, ignorance ascribed their 
actions and revelations to the devil, who bewitched certain persons. 
Now, we simply have the more innocent "communications" from 
where and from whom you like.] 

TIIE INQUISITIONS.-SARAII GOOD. 
. 

The first step toward relief was to learn who it was that had stricken 
them; and tlle readiest means that occurred was to ask this question 
of the children themselves. At first, they named no names, or what 
they saitl was not disclosed; but there was soon an end of all such del
icacy. The first symptoms had occurred in November, 1691; and the 
first public examination of witches took place on the 1st of :March 
following. We shall cite as few of tiH~ cases ns will suffice for our 
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purpose; for they arc exceedingly painful; aml there is something 
more iustructh·c for us in the spectacle of the consequences, and in 
the suggestions of the story, than iu the scenery of persecution and 
murder. 

In the first group of accused persons was one Sarah Good, n weak, 
ignorant, 11oor, clespi~ed "oman, whose equally " ·cak and ignorant 
husband had forsaken her, and left her to the mercy of evil t01~gues. 
He had called her an enemy to all good, and had said that if she was 
not a witch, he feared she would be one shortly. Her assertions under 
examination ,\-ere that she knew nothing about the matter; that she 
had hurt nobody, nor employed auybolly to hurt another; that she 
served God; noel that the God she ser·ved was lie who made heaven 

and earth. It appears, llo" e'er, that slle believed in tlle reality of the 
"affiiction;" for she ended by accusing a fellow-prisoner of ha-r-ing 
hurt the children. The report of the examination, noted at the time 
by two of the heads of Llle congregation, is inane aud silly beyond be

lief; yet the celebration "·as unu tteru bly solemn to the assembled 
crowd of fello\V-worshipers; and it sealed the doom of the commu
nity, in regard to peace and good repute. 

A CniLD WITCH. 

~Irs. Good was carried to jail. Not long after her little daughter 
Dorcas, aged four years, was apprehended at the suit of the brothers 
Putnam, chief citizens of Snlem. There was plenty of testimony pro
duced of l>itings and cllokings and pinchings inflicted by this infant; 
and she was committed to prison, and probably, as 1\Ir. Upham says, 
fettered with the snme chains which bound her mother. Nothing short 
of cllains could keep witches from flying away; and they were chained 
at the cost of the state, when they could not pay for their own iron8. 
As these poor crentures were friendless and poverty-stricken, it is some 
comfort to find the jailer cllargiug for" two blankets for Sarah Good's 

child," costing ten !:illillings. 
\Vhat became of little Dorcas, with her l1enltby looks and natural 

childlike spirits, noticed by her accusers, we do not learn. Her mother 
lay in chains till the 29th of June. when she was brought out to receive 
sentcnre. She was hanged on the 19th of July, after having relieved 
her heart by vehement speech of some of tlle pasc;ion which weighed 
upon it. She does not seem to have been capable of much thought 
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One of tbe accusers ·was conYictctl of a :flagrant 1ie, in the act of giving 
testimony: but the narrator, Hutchinson, while giving the fact, treats it 
as of no consequence, because Sir ~\Iattllew Hale and tile jury of hi~ 
court were satisfied with the condemnation of a witch umler precisely 
the same circumstances. The parting glimpse we have of tbis first vic· 
tim is c1 ism ally true on the face of it. It is most characteristic. 

" Sarah Good appears to have been an unfortunate woman, having 
been subject to poverty, and consequent sadness and melancholy. But 
she was not wholly broken in spirit., ~Ir. Noyes, at the time of her ex~ 
ecution, urged her very strenuously to confess. Among other things, 
be told her' she was a witch, and tllat she knew she \Vas a witch.' She 
was conscious of her innocence, and felt that she was oppressed, out
raged, trampled upon, and about to be murdered, under the forms of 
law; and her indignation was roused against her persecutors. She 
could not bear in silence the cruel aspersion ; and although she was 
about to be launched into eternity, the torrent of her feelings could not 
be restrained, but burst upon the head of him who uttered the false 
accusation. 'You are a liar,' said she. 'I am no more a witch than 
you arc a wizard i and if you take away my life, God will give you 
blood to clrinlc' Hutchinson says that, in his day, there was a tradi
tion among the people of Salem, and it has descended to the present 
time, that tbe manner of l\Ir. N oycs' death strangely verified the pre
diction thus ·wrung from the incensed spirit of the dying woman. He 
was exceedingly corpulent, of a plethoric habit, and c1ied of an internal 
llemorrhnge, bleeding profusely at the mouth." (Vol. ii. p. 2G9.) 

Wheu she had been in her grave nearly twenty years, her represent
atives-little Dorcas perhaps for one-.were presented with thirty 
pounds sterling, as a grant from the Crown, as compensation for the 
mistake of hanging her without Teason and against. evidence. 

THE TOWNE SISTERS. 

In the early pnrt of the century, a devout family named Towne were 
living at Great Yarmouth, in the English county of Norfolk. .About 
tl1 3 time of the King's execution they emigrated to 1\Ia~sachusetts. 

William Towne ancl his wife carried with them two daughters; and 
a11other daughter and a son were born to tl1em afterward in Salem. 
Tlle three dangbters were baptized at long intervals, and the eldest, 
Rebecca, must have been at least twenty years older than Sarah, and a 
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dozen or mure ye:.1rs oh.ler than )Iary. A sl\etch of the fate of these 
three sisters contains within it the history of a century. 

On the map which )Ir. Upham prese-nb us witll, one of the most 
conspicuous estates is an inclosure of 300 acres, which had a 
significant story of its own-too long for us to enter upon. We need] 
only say that tllere had been many strifes about this property-tights 
about bounrlaries, and stripping of timber, and a series of lawsuits. 
Y ct, from 1678 on ward, the actual residents in the mansion had lived 
in peace, taking no notice of wrangles which did not, under the 

conditions of purchase, affect them, hut only the former proprietor. 
The frontispiece of l\Ir. Upham's book shows us what the mansion of 
an opulent landowner was like in the early days of the colony. It is 

the portrait of the house in which tl1e eldest daughter of William 
Towne was living at the date of the Salem Tragedy. 

Hebecca, then the aged wife of Francis Nur~e, was a great-grnnd
mother, and between seventy and eighty years of age. No old age 
could have had a more lovely aspect than her$. Her husl>and was, as 
he had always been, devoted to her, and tile estate was a colony of 
sons and daughters, and their wives and husbands; for 'Lmllllord 
Nurse' had divided his land between his four sons and three sons-in
law, and had built homesteads for them all as they married and settled. 
Mrs. Nurse was in full activity of faculty, except being somewhat deaf 
from age; and her health was good, except for certain infirmities of 
long standing, wl1ich it required the zeal nnd the malice of such a 
divine as 11Ir. Parris to convert into "devil's marks." As for her repute 
in the society of which she was the honored head, we learn "·hat it 
was by the testimony supplied by forty persons-neighbors and house
holders-who were inquired of in regard to their opinion of her in the 
clay of her sore trial. Some of them bad known her above forty 
years; they bad seen her bring up a large family in uprightness; they 
hnd remarked the beauty of her Christian profession and conduct; 

and had never heard or observed any evil of her. This was Rcbecc~ 
_the eldest .. 

The next, l\Iary, was now fifty-eight years old, the wife of "Good
man E as ty," the owner of a large farm. She had seven children, and 
was living in ease and welflue of every sort when overtaken by the 
same calamity as her sister NursP.. Sarah, the youngest, bad married 
twice. H er presen t husband was P eter Cloyse, whose nan·.e occurs in 
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the parish records, and in Yarions tlepositions which ~how that he was 
a prominent citizen. \Vhen )fr. Parris was publicly complaining of 
neglect in respect of firewood for the pnrsounge, and of lukewarmnesl!! 
on the part of tl1e hearers of his services!" Landlord Nmse ,, was a 
member of the committee who bad to deal 'vith him; and l1is relatives 
were probably among the majority who were longing for ~Ir. Parris· 
apparently inevitable departure. In these circumstances, it was not 
altogether surprising that " the afflicted children, trained in the 
parsonage parlor, ventured, after their first successes, to name the 
honored " Goody Nurse'' as one of the allies lately acquired l>y Satan. 
They saw her here, there, everywhere, when she was sitting quietly at 
home; they saw her lliting the black servants, choking. pinching, 
pricking women and children; and if she was examined, cle·dl's marks 
would doubtless be found upon her. She 1.ras exam:ned by a jury of 
her own sex. Neither the testimony of her sisters and daughters as 
to her infirmities, nor the disgust of decent ncighllors, nor the common
est suggestions of reason and feeling, ayailcd to save her from the 
injury of being reported to llave ·what the witnesses were looking for. 

\Ve have a glimpse of her in her home when the first conception of 
her impending fate opened upon her. Four esteemed persons, one of 
whom was her brother-in-law, ~Ir. Cloyse, made the following deposi
tion, in the prospect of the victim being dragged llefore the public: 

"'Ve whose names are underwritten being dcsire<l to go to Goodman 
Nurse, his llouseJ to speak with his wife, and to tell her that several of 
the afflicted persons mentioned her; and accordingly "'"e went, and we 
found her in a weak and low condition in body as she told us, and hnd 
been sick almost a week. And we asked how it "·as otherwise with 
her; and she said she blessed God for it, she had more of his presence 
in this sickness than sometimes she have had, but not so much as she 
desired; but she would, with the Apostle, press forward to the mat·k; 
and many other places of Scripture to the like Ptlll)ose. And then of 
her own accord she began to speak of the affliction that "·as among 
them, and in particular of )fr. Parris his family, and how she was 
grieved for them, though she had not been to see them, by reason of 
fits that she formerly used to have; for people said it was awful to 
behold: but she pitied them with all l er heart, and went to God for 
them. But she said she heard that there was persons spoke of that 
were as innocent as she was, she believed; and after much to this 
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purpose, we told her we heard that she was spoken of also. '\Vell, 
she said, 'if it be so, the will of the Lord be done:' she sat still a1'.~hiJe 
being as it were amazed; and then she said, 'Well, as to this thing I 
am as innocent as the child unborn; but surely,' she said,' what sin 
hath God found out in me unrepented of, that he should lay such an 
affliction upon me in my old age?' and, according to our best observa
tion, we could not discern that she knew what we came for before we 
told her. IsRAEL PoRTER, DA..."\IEL AxnREw, 

ELIZABE·rn PoRTER, PETER CLOYSE." 

On the 22d of ~larch she was brought into the thronged meeting
house to be accused before the magistrates, and to answer as she best 
could. We must pass over those painful pages, where nonsense, spasms 
of hysteria, new and strange to their worships, cunning, cruelty, 
blasphemy, indecency, turned the house of prayer into a hell for the 
time. The agecl woman could explain nothing. She simply asserted 
her innocence, and supposed that some evil spirit was at work. One 
thing more she could do-she could endure with calmness malice and 
injustice which are too much for our composure at a distance of nearly 
two centuries. She felt the animus of her enemies, and she pointed 
out how they perverted whatever she said; but no impatient word 
escaped her. She was evidently as perplexed as anybody present. 
When weary nnd disheartened, and worn out with the noise and the 
numbers and the hysterics of the" afi:licted,'' her head drooped on one 
shoulder. Immediately all the " afi:licted" had twisted necks, and 
rude hands seized her head to set it upright, "lest other necks should 
be broken by her ill offices." Everything went against her, and the 
result was what had been hoped by the agitators. The venerable 
matron was carried to jail and put in il·ons. 

• 
DEPOSITIO:XS OF PARRIS AND HIS TOOLS. 

Now 1\Ir. Parris' time h ad arrived, ancl he broadly accused her of 
murder, employing for the purpose a fitting instrument-)Irs. Ann 
Putnam, the mother of one of the afflicted children, and herself of 
highly nervous temperament, undisciplined mind, and absolute devot
edness to her pastor. Her deposition, preceded by a short one of :Mr. 
Parris, will show the quality of the evidence on which judicial mur· 
der was inflicted : 
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"1\Ir. Parris gave in a deposition against her; from which it appears, 
that, a certain person being sick, :l\Iercy Lewis was s.ent for. She was 
struck dumb on entering the chamber. She was asked to hoJd np her 
hand if she saw any of the witches afflicting the patient. Presently 
she held up 1ler l1and, then fell into a trance; and after a while, coming 
to herself, srud that she saw the spectre of Goody Nurse and Goody 
Carrier having hold of the head of the sick man. 1\Ir. Parris swore to 
this statement with the utmost co~fidence in l\Iercy's declarations." 
(Vol. ii. p. 275.) 

"The deposition of Ann Putnam, the wife of Thomas Putnam, 
aged about thirty years, who testifieth and saith, that on l\Iarch 18, 
1692, I being wearied out in helping to tend my poor afflicted child 
and maid, about the middle of the afteruoon I lny me down on the bed 
to take a little rest; and immediately I was almost pressed and choked 
to death, that had it not been for the mercy of a gracious God and the 

help of those that were with me, I conld not have 1ived many 
... moments; and presently I saw the apparition of l\Iartha Corey, who 
d!d torture me so as I can not express, rea.1ly to tear me all to pieces, 
and then departed from me a little while; but, before I coulc11·ecover 
strength or well take breath, the apparition of l\Iartha Corey fell upon 
me again with dreadful tortures, and hellish temptation to go along 
with her. And she also brought to me a little red book in her hand, 
and a black pen, urging me vehemently to write in her book; and 
severa1 times that day she did most grievously torture me, almost 
ready to kil1 me. And on the 19th of March, l\Iartha Corey again 
appeared to me; and also Rebecca Nurse, the wife of Francis Nurse, 
Sr.; and they both did torture me a great many times this day, with 
such tortures as no tongue can express, because I wonlcl not yield to 
their hellish temptations, that, lutcl I not been upheld by an Almighty 
arm, I could not have "lived while night. The 20th of l\Iarch, being 
Sabbatll-day, I had a great deal of respite between my fits. 21st of 
March being the day of the examination of :l\Iartha Corey~ I had not 
many fits, though I was very weak; my strength being, as I thought, 
almost gone; but, on 22cl of ~larch, 1692, the apparition of Rebecca 
Nurse did again set upon me in a most dreadful manner, very early in 
the morning, as soon as it was well light. And now she appeared to 
me only in her shift, and brought a little red book in her hand, urging 
me vehemently to write in her book; and, bccs.use I would not yield 
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to her hellish temptations, she threatened to tear my soul out of my 
body, b1aspl}emously denying the blessed God, and the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to save my soul; and denying several places of 
Scripture, which I told her of, to repel her hellish temptations. And 
for near two hours together, at this time, the apparition of Rebecca 
Nurse did tempt and torture me, and also the greater part of this day, 
with but very little respite. 23<1 of )larch, am again afflicted by the 
apparitions of Rebecca Nnrsc and )Iartba Corey, but chiefly by 
Rebecca Nurse. 2-:l:th of )larch, being the day of the examination of 
R~becca Nurse, I was several times afflicted in the morning by the 
apparition of Rebecca Nurse, but most drea<lfnlly tortured by her in 
the time of her examination, insomuch that the honored magistrates 
gaye my lmsband lea\e to can-y me out of the meeting-house; and, 
as soon ns I was carried out of the meeting-house doors, it pleased 
Almigb ty God, for his free grace and mercy's sake, to cle1iver me out 

of the paws of those roaring lions, and jaws of those tearing bears, 
that, m-er since that time, they have not had power so to affiict me 
until tbis )fay 31, 1692. At the same moment that I ·was bearing my 
evidence read by the honore<1 magistrates, to take ruy oath, I was 
again re-assaulted and tortured by my before-mentioned tormentor, 
Rebecca Nurse." "The testimony of Anu Putnam, .rr., witnesseth and 
saith, that, being in the room where her mother was afflicted, she saw 
:Martha Corey, Sarah Cloyse, and Itebecca Nurse, or their apparitions, 

upon her mother." 
" ~Irs. Ann Putnam made another deposition under oath at the same 

trial, which shows that she was determined to oYenrhelm the prisoner 
by the multitude of her clmrges. She snys that Rebecca Nurse's 
apparition declared to her that 'she had killed Benjamin Houlton, 
Johu Fuller, and Rebecca Shepherd;' and that sl1c and her sister 

CloJse, and Edward Bishop's wife, batl killed young John Putnam's 
child; and she fnrther deposed as follo"\eth: 'Immediately there did 
appear to me six children in ·winding-sheets, which called me aunt, 
which did most grievously affright me; and they told me that they 
were my sister Baker's children of Doston; and that Goody Nurse, and 
~Iistress Corey of Chnrlc:stown, and an old deaf woman at Boston, had 
murdered them, and charged me to go and tell these things to the 
magistrates, or else they -would tear me to pieces, for their blood did 
cry for -vengeance. Also there appeared to me my own sister Bayley 
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and three of her children in winding-sheets, and told me that Goody 
Nurse bad murdered them.'" (Vol. ii. p. 278.) 

All the efforts made to procure testimony against the venerable 
gentlewoman's character issued 1n a charge that she had so " railed 
at" a neighbor for allowing· his pigs to get into her field that, some 
short tlme after, early in the morning, he had a sort of fit in his own 
entry, and languished in health fi·om that day, and diell in a fit at the 
end of the summer, "He departed this life by a cruel cleat.h," mur• 
dered by Goody Nurse. The jury did not C'onsider this groum1 enough 
for hanging the old Jady, who had been the ornament of their church 
and the glory of their village and its society. Their verdict was "Not 
Guilty." Not for a moment, however, could the prisoner and her 
family hope t11at their trial was over. The outside crowd clamored; 
the "afflicted" howled and struggled; one judge declared himself 
dissatisfied; another promised to have her indicted anew; and the 
Chief Justice pointed out a phrase of the prisoner's which might be 
made to signify that she was one of the accused gang in guilt, as well 
as in jeopardy. It might really seem as if the authorities were all 
driveling together, when we see the ingenuity and persistence with 
which they discussed those three words, " of our company., Her 
remonstrance ought to have moved them: 

"I intended no otherwise than as they were prisoners with us, and 
therefore did then, and yet do, judge them not legal evidence against 
their fellow-prisoners. And I being something hard of hearing and 
full of grief, none informing me how the Court took up my words, 
therefore had no opportunity to declare what I intended when I said 
they were of our company." (Vol. ii. p. 285.) 

The foreman of the jnry would have taken the favorable view of 
this matter, and have allowed full consideration, while other jurymen 
were eager to recall the mista~e of their verdict; but the prisoner's 
silence, from failing to hear when she was expected to exp1ain, turned 
the foreman against her, and caused him to declare," whereupon these 
words were to me a principal evidence against her." Still, it seemed 
too monstrous to hang her. After her condemnation, the Governor 
reprieved her ; probably on the ground of the illegality of setting aside 
the first verdict of the jury, in the absence of any new evidence. But 
the outcry against mercy was so ferce tha.t the Governor withdrew h is 

reprieve. 
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GOODY NURSE'S EXCOXMUNICATION. 

On the next Sunday t'here was a scene in the church, the record of 
which was afterward annotated by the church members in a spirit of 
grief and humiliation. After sacrament the elders propounded to the 
church, and the congregation unanimously agreed, that Sister Nurse, 
being convicted as a witch by the court, should be excommunicated in 
the afternoon of the same day. The place was tluongecl ; the reverend 
elders were in the pulpit; the deacons presided below ; the sheriff and 
his officers brought in the witch, and led her up the broad aisle, her 
chains clanking as she moved. As she stood in the middle of the aisle, 
the Reverend ~Ir. Noyes pronounced her sentence of expulsion from 
the Church on earth, and from all hope of salvation hereafter. As she 
had given her soul to Satan, she was delivered over to him for ever. 
She was aware that every eye regarded her witll horror and hate, un
approached under any other circumstances; but it appears that she 
was able to sustain it. She was still calm and at peace on that day, 
and during the fortnight of final waiting. \Vhen the time came, she 
traversed the streets of Salem between houses in which she had been 
an honored guest, and surrounded by well-known faces; and then there 
was the hard task, for her aged limbs, of climbing the rocky and steep 
path oh Witches' Hill to the place where the gibbets stood in a row, 
and the hangman was waiting for her, and for Sarah Good, and several 
more of whom Salem chose to be rid that day. It was the 19th of July, 
1692. The bodies were put out of the way on the hill, like so many 
dead dogs ; but this one did not remain there long. By pious hands 
it was-nobody knew when-brought home to the domestic cemetery, 
where the next generation poin,ted out the grave, next to her husband's, 
and surrounded by those of her children. As for her repute, Hutchin
son, the historian, tells us that even excommunication could not per
manently disgrace her. "Her life and conversation had been such, 
that the remembrance thereof, in a short time after, wiped off all the 
reproach occasioned by the civil or eccle~:;iastical sentence against !.ler." 
(Vol. ii. p. 292.) 

[Great God I and is this the road our ancestors had to tra:vel in their 
pilgrimage in quest of freedom and Christianity? Are these the fruits 
of the misunderstood doctrine of total depravity?] 

Thus much comfort ~er }lu$b~d nad till be djed jl). 1695. In a little 
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while none of his eight children remained unmarried, ancl he wound 
up his affairs. He gave over the homestead to his son Samuel, and di· 
videcl all he had among the others, reserving only a mare and her sad· 
dle, some fayorite articles of furniture, and £14 a yenr, with a l'ight to 
cnll on his children for any further amount that might be needful. He 
made no will, and his children made no difficulties) but tended his lat
ter clays, nnd laid him in his own.ground, when at seyenty-se1en years 
old he died. 

In 1711, the authorities of the Province, sanctioned by the Council 
of Queen Anne, proposed such reparation as their heart and conscience 
suggested. They made a grant to the representatives of Rebecca Xurse 
of £25 ! In the following year something better was done, on the pe
tition of the son Samuel who inhabited the homestead. A church 
meeting was called ; the facts of the cxcommnnication of twenty 
years before were recited, and a reversal was proposed, "the General 
Court having taken off the attainder, and the testimony on which she 
was convicted being not now so satisfactory to ourselves ancl others as 
it was generally in that hour of darkness and temptation." The re
morseful congregation blotted out the record in the church book, 41 hum
b1y requesting that the merciful God would pardon whatsoever sin, error, 
or mistake was in the application of that censure, and of the whole af
fair, through our merciful High Priest, who knoweth how to have 
compassion on the ignorant, and those that are out of the way." (Vol. 
ii. p. 483.) 

MARY EASTY. 

Such was the fate of Rebecca, the eldest of the three sisters. :Mary, 
the next-once her playmate on the s~nds of Yarmouth, in the okl 
country-was her companion to the last, in love and destiny. ?tlrs. 
Easty ·was arrested, with many other accused persons, on the 21st of 
April, while her sister was in jail in irons. The testimony against her 
was .a mere repetition of the charges of torturing, strangling, pricking, 
and pinching ?tlr. Parris' young friends, and rendeling them dumb, or 
blind, or amazed. Mrs. Easty was eYiclently so astonished and per
plexed by the assertions of the children, thal the magistrates inquired 
of the voluble witnesses whether they might not be mistaken. As they 
were positi1e, and )Irs. Easty conld say only tltnt she supposed it was 
"a bad spirit," but did not know" whether it was witchcraft or not.'' 



1\L\HY E.ASTY. 37 

there was nothing to be done but to send her to prison and put her in 
irons. The next we hear of her is, that on the 18th of ) lay she was 
free. The authorities, it seems, would not detain her on such evidence 
as was offered. She was nt large for two days, and no more. The 
con~ubions and tortures of the children returned instantly, on th.e news 
being told of Goody East.r being abroad ugnin ; and the ministers, 
and elders, and deacons, and all the zealous antagonists of Satan went 
to work so vigorouslr to get up a fresh case, that they bore down all 
before them. :.'\Icrcy Lewis was so near deatll under the hands of ~Irs. 
Easty's apparition that she "·as crying out" Dear Lord! receh·e my 
soul ! " and thus tllcre wrts <.:lenrly no time to be lost; and this choking 
and convulsion, says an eminent citizen, acting as a witness," occurred 
,·ery often until such time as ,-.,-c understood ~fary Easty ·was laid in 
irons." 

There she was lying when her sister .Xnrsc wa-. tried, excommuni· 
catetl, auu executed; aud to the agony of all this was added the arres t 
of her sister Sarah, ~Irs. Cloyl:ie. But she had such strc11gth as kept 
her serene np to the moment of her death on the gibbet on the 22d of 
September following. \\e ·would fain gi~e, if we had room, the peti· 
tion of tlle two sisters, ~Irs. Eusty and .Jir~. Cloyse, to the court, when 
their trial was pending; hnt we can make room only for the last clause 
of it'1 reasoning and remonstrance. 

"Tllirdly, that the te~timony of witches, or such as are afflicted as 
is supposed by witches, may n.ot be improred to condemn us without 
other Jegnl eTicleucc concurring. We hope the honored Court and 
j ury "·ill be so tender of the lin:-s of such as we are, who have for 
many years liTed under the unblemished reputation of Ch1istianity, as 
not to condemn them without a fair and equal bearing of what may 
be said for us as well us against us. And your poor suppliants shall be 
bound ahn1ys to pray, etc." (Yol. ii. p. 32G.) 

Still more affecting is tllc )lemorinl of :J[rs. Easty when under sen· 
tcnce of death and fully aware of tbe hopelessness of her case. Slle 
addresses the judges, the magistrates, and the reverend ministers,. im· 
{)loring them to consider" hat they are doing, au d how fur their coursP. 
in reganl to accused persons is consistent with the principles and rules 
of j ustice. She asl{s nothing for herself; she is satisfied with her own 
innocency, and cert'lin of l1er doom on earth and her hope in heaven. 

What she desires is to induce the authorities to take time, to use cautio.c 
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in rece1vmg and strictness in sifting testimony; and so shall they 
ascertain the truth, and absolve the innocent, the blessing of God being 
upon their conscientious endeavors. We do not know of any effect 
produced l>y her warning and remonstrance; but we find ller case es
timated, twenty years afterward, as meriting a compensation of £20! 
[About one hundred dollars.] Before setting forth from the jail to the 
Witches' Hill, on the day of her death, she serenely bade farewell to 
her lmsband, her many children, and her friends, some of whom relatecl 
afterward that "her sayings were as serious, religious, distinct, and 
affectionrtte as could well be expressed, drawing tears from the eyes of 
almost all present., 

1\fRS. CLOYSE. 

The third of this family of dignified gentlewomen seems to have had 
a keener sensibility than her sisters, or a frame less strong to endure 
the shocks prepared and inflicted by the malice of the enemy. Some 
of the incidents of her implication in the great calamity are almost too 
moving to be dwelt on, even in a remote time and country. ~Irs. 

Cloyse drew ill-will upon herself at the outset by doing as her brother 
and sister Nurse did. They all absented themselves from the exam
inations in the church, and, when the interruptions of tllC services 
became too flagrant, from Sabbath worship; and they said they took 
that course because they disapproved of the permission given to the 
profanation of the place and the service. They were communicants, 
and persons of consideration, both in regard to character and position; 
and their quiet disapprobation of the proceedings of the ministers and 
their company of accusers subjected them to the full fury of clerical 
wrath and womanish spite. "'\Vhen the first examination of Mrs. Nurse 
took place, :Mrs. Cloyse was of course overwhelmed with horror and 
grief. The next Sunday, however, was Sacrament Sunday; and she 
and her husband considered it their duty to attend the ordinance. The 
effort to l\frs. Cloyse was so great that when :Mr. Parris gave out his 
text," One of you is a devil. He spake of Judas Iscariot," etc., and wllen 
he opened h~s discourse with references in his special manner to the 
transactions of the week, the afflicted sister of the last victim could not 
endure the outrage. She left the meeting. There ~'as a fresh wind, 
and the door slammed as she went out, fixing tile attention of all pres
~pt1 ~ust as :Mr. ~arris could have desired. She had not to wait lon~ 
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for the couscq_uenccs. On the 4th of April she was apprehended with 
several otlle~; and on the 11th her examination took place, the ques· 
tions being framed to suit the e\7 iflence known to he forthcoming, and 
Mr. Parris being the secretary for the occasion. The witness in one 
case was asked whether she saw a company eating and drinking at l\Ir. 
Parris', and she replied, as expected, that she did. "\Yhat were they 
eating and drinking?" Of course, it was the DeYil'~ sacrament; and 
:&Ir. Parris, by leading questions, brought out the testimony that about 
forty persons partook of that hell-sacrament, :Jirs. Cloyse and Samh 
Good being the two deacons ! '"\Vhen accused of the usual practices of 
cruelty to these innocent suffering cltildrcn, and to the ugly, hulking 
Indian slave, who pretended to ~how the marks of her teeth, ~Irs. Cloyse 
gave some vent to her feelings. "\Yhen did I hurt thee?" "A great 
many times/' said the Indian. "0, you arc a g-rievous liar!" exclaimed 
slie. But the wrath gave way under the soul-sickuess ~which overcame 
her when charged ·with biting n.nd pinching a black man, and throt
tling children, and serving their blood at the blasphemous supper. 
Her sisters in prison, her husband accused with l1cr, and young girls 
-mere childrcn-nmv manifesting a devilish cruelty to her, who had 
felt nothing but good-will to them- she could not sustain herself before 
the assembly whose eyes were upon her. She sank do"~n, calling for 
water. She fainted on tile floor, and some of tho accusing children 
cried out," Oh! her spirit has gone to prison to her sister Nurse!" 
From that examination she was herself carried to prison. 

When she joined her sister Easty in the petition to the Court in the 
next summer, she certainly bad no idea of escaping the gallows; but 
it does not appear that she was ever brought to trial. Mr. Parris cer
tainly never relented; for we find him from time to time tortu~·ing the 
feelings of this and every other family whom he supposed to be any
thing but aJfectionate to him. Some of the incidents would be almost 
incredible to us if they were not recorded in the church and parish books 
in l\Ir. Parris' own distinct handwriting. 

On· the 14th of August, ''hen the corpse of Rebecca Nurse was lying 
among the rocks on the \Vitches' Hill, and her two sisters were in 
irons in Boston j ail (for Boston had now taken the affair out of the 
hands of the unaided Salem authorities), and l1is predecessor, l\Ir. 
Burroughs, was awaiting his execution, .1\Ir. Parris invited his church 
members to remain after service to hear somethin~ that he had to sar. 
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He had to point out to the vigilance of the church that Samuel Nurse, 
the son of Rebecca, and his l'life, and Peter Uloyse and certain others, 
of late bad failed to join the brethren at the-Lord's table, and had, ex
cept Samuel Nurse, rarely appeared at ordinary \lOrship. These out
Taged and mourning relatives of the accused sisters were decreed to he 

visited by certain pious representatives of the church, and the rea~on 
of their absence to be demanded. The minister, the two deacons, and 
a chief member were appointed to this fearful task. The report deliv

ered in on the 31st of August was : 
"Brother Tarbell proves sick, unmeet for discourse; Brother Cloyse 

hard to be found at home, being often ·with his wife in the prison at 
Ipswich for witchcraft; and Brother Samuel Nurse, and sometimes 

his wife, attends our public meeting, and he the sacrament, 11th of 
September, 1692: upon all which we chose to wait further." (Vol. li. 
p. 486.) 

This decision to pause w·as noted as the first token of the decline of 
the power of the ministers. 1\Ir. Parris was sorely unwilling to yield 
even this much advantage to Satan-that is, to family affection and in
stinct of justice. But his position was further lowered by the depart
ure from the parish of some of the most eminent members of its society. 
:Mr. CJoyse never brought his family to the Village again, when his \lif~ 

was once out of prison ; and the name disappears from the history of 
Salem. 

TilE PROCTOR F .AYIL Y. 

We have sketched the life of one family out of many, and we will 
leave the rest for such of our readers as may choose to learn more. 
Some of the statements iu the book before us disclose a whole family 
history in a few words; as the following iu relation to John Proctor 

and llis ·wife : 
"The bitterness of the prosecutors ngainst Proctor was so vehement 

that they not only arrested, and tried to destroy, his wife and all his 
family above the age ofinf.1.ncy, in Salem, but all her relatiYes in Lynn, 
many of whom were thrown into prison. The helpless children were 
left destitute, and the house swrpt of its provisions by the sheriff. 
Proctor's wife gave birth to a child about a fortnight after bis execution. 
This indicates to "·hat alone sl}e owed her life. John Proc.tor had 
spoken so boldly against the proceedings, and all "'ho had part iD 
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them, that it was felt to be necessary to put him out of the way.71 

(Vol. ii. p. 312.) 
The Rev. Mr. Noyes, the worthy coadjutor of :Hr. Parris, refused to 

pray with Mr. Proctor before his death, unless he would confess; and 
the more danger there seemed to be of a revival of pity, humility, 
and reason, the more zealous waxed the wrath of the pious pastors 
against the Enemy of Souls. When, on the fearful 22cl of Septem
ber, Mr. Noyes stood looking at the execution, he exclaimed that it 
was a sad thing to see eight firebrands of hell hanging there! ThP 
spectacle was never seen again on Witches' I-Iil1. 

THE JACOBS FAJIILY. 

The Jacobs family was signalized by the confession of one of its 
members-Margaret, one of the "afflicted" girls. She brought her 
grandfhther to the gallows, and suffered as much as a weak, ignorant, 
impressionable person·tmder evil influences could suffer from doubt and 
remorse. But she married well sc,en years afterward-still feeling 
enough in regard to tile past to refLtse to be married by :Mr. Noyes. 
She deserved snch peace of mind as she obtained, for she retracted the 
confession of witchcraft ·which she had made, and went to prison. It 
was too late then to save her victims, l\Ir. Burroughs and her grandfa
ther, but she obtained their full and free forgiveness. At that time this 
was the condition of the family: 

,. No account has come to us of the deportment of George Jacobs, Sr., 
at his execution. As he was remaTkable in life for the firmness of his 
mind, so he probably was in death. He had made h is will before the 
delusion arose. It is dated J anuary 2D, 16!:12, and shows that he, like 
Proctor, had a considerable estate. . . . . In his infirm old nge be had 
been condemned to die for a crime of which lw knew himself innocent, 
and which there is some reason to believe he did not think any one ca
pable of committ.ing. He regarded the whole thing as a wicked con
spiracy and n.hsurd fabrication. He had to end his long life upon a 
scaffold in n. week from that day. His house was desolated, and his 
property sequestered. His only son, charged with the same crime, had 
eluded the sheriff-leaving his family, in the hurry of his flight, unpro
v~detl for-ancl wn.s an exile in foreign lands. The crazy wi~e of that 
son was .in prison and in chains, waiting trial on the same charge; 
her little children, including an unweaned infant. left in a deserted and 
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destitute condition in the woods. The older children were scattered 
he knew not where, 'vhile one of them had completed the bitterness of 
his lot by becoming a confessor, upon being arrested witll her mother as 
a witch. This granddaughter, 1\IaTga.ret, overwhelmed with fright and 
horror, bewildered by the statements of the accusers, and controlled 
probal.>ly by the arguments and arbitrary methods of address employed 
by her minister, 1\Ir. Noyes-whose peculiar function in those proceed
ings seems to have heen to drive persons accused to make confession
had been betrayed into that position, and became a confessor and accu
ser of others." (Vol. ii. p. 312.) 

GILES AND MARTHA COREY. 

The life and death of .a prominent citizen, Giles Co~ey, should not be 
altogether passed over in a survey of such a community and such a 
time. He had laud, and was called " Goodman Corey ;" but be was 
unpopular from being too rough for even so young a state of society. 
He was once tried for the death of a man whom he had used roughly, 
but he was only :fined. He had strifes and lawsuits with his neighbors; 
but he won three wiYes, and tbere was clue affection between him and 
his children. He was eighty years old when the 'Vitch Delusion broke 
out, and was living alone with his wife l\Iartba-a devout woman who 
spent much of her time on her knees, praying against the snares of Sa· 
tan, that is, the delusion about ·witchcraft. She spoke freely of the 
tricks of the children, the blindness of the magistrates, and the falling 
away of many from common sense and the word of God; and while 
her husband attended every pnl.>lic meeting, she stayed at home to pray. 
In his fanaticism he quarreled wi.th her, and she was at once m~rked 
out for .a victim, and one of the earliest. vVhen visited by examiners, 
she smiled, and conversed ·with entire composure, declaring that she 
was no witch, and that" she did not think that there were any witch
es." By such sayings, and by the expressions of vexation that fell 
from her llusbnnd, ancl the fanaticism of two of her four sons-in-law, 
she was soon brought to extremity. But her husband was presently 
under accusation too ; and much amazed he evidently was at his posi
tion. His wife was one of the eight'' firebrands of hell, whom Mr. 
Noyes saw swung off on the 22cl of September. ":.Martha Corey," 
said the record, "protesting her innocency, concluded her life with an 

eminent vra7er on the scaffold. u Her husband ht!-d been suppose4 
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certain to die in the same way; but he had chosen a different one, 
His anguish at his rash folly at the outset of the delusion excited the 
strongest desire to hear testimony on behalf of his wife and other inno· 
cent persons, and to give an empllatic blessing to the two sons-in-law 
who had been brave and faithful in his wife's cause. He executed n 

deed by which he presented his excellent children with his property in 
honor of their mother's memory; and, aware that if tried he .. would l>e 
condemned and executed, and his property forfeited, he resolved not 
to plead, and to submit to the consequence of standing mute. Old as 
he was, he enduJ'ed it. He stood mute, and the court had, as the au
thorities believ-ed, no alternative. He was pressed to death, as devoted 
husbands and fathers were, here and there, in the :Middle Ages, 'vhen 
they chose to save their families from tlle consequences of attainders 
by dying untried. We will not sicken our rea<lers with the c}etails of the 
slow, cruel, and disgusting death. He bore it, only prnying for heavier 
weights to shorten his agony. Such a death and such a testimony, 
and tl1C execution of his wife two clays later, weighed on every heart 
in the community; and no revival of old charges against the rough 
colonist had any effect in the presence of such an act ns his last. He 
was long believed to l1aunt the places where he lived and died; and 
the attempt made by the ministers and one of their" afflicted" agents 
to impress the church and society with a vision which announced his 
damnation, was a complete failure. Cotton Mather showed that Ann 
Putnam had 1·eceived a divine communication, proving Giles Corey a 
murderer; and Ann Putnam's father laid the facts before the judge; but 
it was too late now for visions, and for insinuations to the judges, and 
for clerical agitation to have any success. Brother Noyes hurried on a 
church meeting while Giles Corey was actually lying under the weights, 
to excommunicate him for witchcraft on the one hand, or suicide on the 
otlier ; and the ordinance was passed. But it was of no avail against 
the rising tide of reason and sympathy. This was the last vision, and 
the last attempt to establish one in Salem, if not in the Province. It 
remained for Mr. Noyes, and the Mathers, and l\Ir. Parris, and every 
clergyman concerned, to endure the popular hatred and their own self
questioning for the rest of their days. T he lay authorities were strick· 
en with r emorse and huml>led with grief; but their share of the retri
bution was more endurable than that of the pastors who had proved sc 
wolfish toward their flocks. 

- -·"' 
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DECLINE OF TilE DELUSION. 

In the month of September, 1602, they believed themselves in the 
thick of" the fight between the Devil and the Lamb.'' Cotton l\Iather 
was nimble and triumphant on the Witches' Hill whenever there were 
"firebrands of llell '' swinging there; and they all hoped to do much 
good work for the Lord yet, for they llad lists of suspected persons in 
their pockets, who must be brought into the courts month by month, 
and carted off to the hill. One of the gayest and most complacent 
letters on the subject of this ":fight" in the correspondence of Cotton 
1\Iather is eluted on the 20th of September, 1692, within a month of the 
day when he was jmproving the occasion at the foot of tbe gallows 
where the former pastor, Rev. George Burroughs, and four others were 
hung. In the interval fifteen more receiYed sentence of death; Giles 
Corey had died his fearful death the day before; and in two days af
ter, Corey's widow and seven more were hanged. 1\Iather, Nvyes, and 
Parris had no idea that these eight would be the last. But so it was. 
Thus fhr, one only had escaped after being made sure ·of in the courts. 
The married daughter of a clergyman had been condemned, was re
prieved by the Governor, and -was at last discharged on the ground of 
tl1e insufficiency of the evidence, Henceforth, after that fearful Sep
tember day, no evidence was found sufficient. The accusers had 
grown too audacious in their selection of victims; their cl~rical patrons 
had become too O]Jcnly determined to give no quarter. Tlle Rev. Fran
cis Dane signed memorials to the Legislature and the Courts on the 
18th of October, against the prosecutions. He had reason to know 
something about them, for we hear of nine at least of his children, 
grandchildren, relatives, and servants who had been brought under 
accusation. He pointed out the snare by which the public mind, as 
well as the accused themselves, had been misled-the escape afforded 
to such as would confess. When one spoke out, others followed. 
When a reasonable explanation was afforded, ordinary people were 
only too thankful to seize upon it. Though the prisons were :filled, 
and the courts occupied over and over a,gain, there were no more hor
rors; the accused were aU acquitted; and in the following :May, Sir 
William Phipps discharged all the prisoners by proclamation. " Such 
a jail-delivery has never been known in New England," is the tesli· 
mony handed down. The Governor was aware that the clergy, mag-
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lstrates, and judges, hitherto :lcth·c, \Yore full of \\Tath at his course 
but public opinion now demanded a reversal of the administration ot 
the last fearful year. 

TJIE PUYSIO·PSYCIIOLOGICAL CAUSES OF THE TRO"'CBLE. 

As to the striking feature of the case-the confessions of so large a 
proportion of the accused-)h-. l;pham manifests the perplexity which 
we encounter in almost all IlatTatoTs of similar scenes. In all countries 
and times in which trials for witchcraft have taken place, we find the 

historians dealing anxiously witl1 the question-how it could happen 
that so many persons declared tlwm~elves guilty of an impossible of
fense, when the confession must seal their doom? The solution most 
commonly offered is one that may apply to a case here and there, bnt 
certainly cannot he accepted as disposing of ~my large number. It is 
assumed thnt the victim preferred being killed at once to living on un
der suspicion, insult, and ill-\rill, under the imputation of llaviug· dealt 
~ith the Devil. Probable as this may he in the case of a stout-heart
ed, reasoning, forecasting person possessed of nerye to carry out a policy 
of snicide, it can never be believed of any eonsiderable proportion of 
the ordinary run of old men and women chnrged with sorcery. The 
love of life and tl1e horror of a cruel death at the hands of the mob or 
of the haugmnn are too strong to admit of a deliberate sacrifice so bold, 
on the part of terrified and distracted old pe011le like tl1e vast majority 
of the accused; wl1ile the fc~ of a higher order, clearer in mind and 
stronger in nen·e, would not be likely to effect their escape from an 
unhappy life by a lie of t11e utmost conceh·ab1e gr:n·ity. If, in the Sa
lem case, life was saved by confe~sion toward the last, it was for a 
special reason ; and it seems to be a singular instance of snell a mode 
of escape. Some othe1· mode of explanation is needed; and the ob· 
servations of modern inquiry supply it. There can he no doubt now 
that the sufferers under neiTous distnrbances, tlle su bjccts of n buormal 
condition, found themseh·es in possession of strange faculties, and 
thm.tght themselves able to do new and \~onderful things. "\Vhen urged 
to e.xplai~ how it was, they could only suppose, as so many of the Sa
lem victims did, that it was by'' some eYil spirit;" and except where 
there was such an intervening agency as Mr. Parris' ''circle," the only 
supposition was that the intercourse between tbe Evil Spirit and them
selves was direct. It is impossible even now to witness the curious 
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phenomena of somnambulism and catalepsy without a keen sense of 
how natural and even inev:itablc it was for similar subjects of the l\1id· 
dle Ages and in Puritan times to believe themselves ensnared by Sa· 
tan,.aud actually endowed with his gifts, and to confess their calamity, 
as the only relief to their scared and miserable minds. This explana
tion seems not to have occurred to 1\Ir. Upham; and, for want of it, he 
fa11s into great amazement at the elaborate artifice with which the suf
ferers in Yen ted their confessions, and adapted them to the state of mind 
of the authorities and the pubhc. With the right key in his hand, he 
would have seen only what was simple and natural where he now bids 
us marvel at the pitch of artfulness and skill attained by poor wretches 
scared out of their natural wits. 

The spectacle of the ruin U1at was left is very melancholy. Otphan 
children were dispersed; lwmes were shut up, and properties lost; and 
what the temper was in wl1ich these transactions left the churches and 
the village, and the society of the towns, the pastors and the flocks, 
the Lord's table, the social gathering, the justice hall, the market, and 
every place where men were wont to meet, we can conceive. It was 
evidently long before anything like a reasonable and genial temper re· 
turned to society in and about SaJem. The acknowledgments of error 
made long after were half-hearted, and so were the expressions of griet 
and pity in reganl to the intolerable woes of the victims. It is scai·ce
ly intelligible how the admissions on bel1alf of the wronged should 
have been so reluctant, and the sympathy with the devoted love of their 
nearest and dearest so cold. We must cite what }fr. Upham says in 
honor of these last, for such solace is need Pel : 

"While, in the course of our story, we have witnessed some shock
ing instances of the -violation of the most sacred affections and obliga
tions of life, in husbands and wives, parents and children, testifying 
against eacl1 other, and exerting themselves for mutual destruction, we 
must not. overlook the many instances in which filial, parental, and 
fraternal fidelity and love have shone conspicuously. It was dangerous 
to befriend an acC11secl person. Proctor stood by his wife to protect her, 
and it r.ost him his life. Children protested against the treatment of 
their parents, and they were all thrown into prison. Daniel Andrew, 
a citizen of high standing, who had been deputy to the General Court, 
asserted, in the boldest language, his belief of Rebecca Nurse's inno
cence; and he had t? fly the c.ountry to save his life. }{any devoted 
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aons and daughters clung to their parents, visited them in prison in 
defiance of a blood-thirsty mob; kept by their side on the way to exe
cution ; expressed their love, sympathy, and reverence to the last; and, 
by brave and perilous enterprise, got possession of their remains, and 
bore them back under the cover of midnight to their own thresh<•lds, 
and to graves kept consecrated by tl1eir prayers and tears. One noble 
young man is said to have effected his mother's escape from the jail, 
and secreted her in the woods until after the delusion had passed away, 
providetl food and clothing for her, erected a ·wigwam for her shelter, 
and surrounded her with every comfrot her situat ion would admit of. 
The poor creature must, however, have endured a great amount of suf
fering; for one of her larger limbs was fractured in the all but desper
ate attempt to rescue her from the prison walls." (Vol. ii. p. 348.) 

The net of reYersal of attainder, passed early in the next century, 
tells us that 11 some of the principal accusers and witnesses in those 
dark and severe prosecutions have since discovered themselves to be 
persons of profligate and vicious conversation ; " and on no other au
thority ·we are assured that," not without spot beforct they became 
afterward nbnndone<l to open ·dee." This was doubtless true of some; 
but of many it was not; and of this we shall have a word to say pres

ently. 

TJIE LAST OF P .ARRIS. 

I\fr. Parris' parsonage soon went to ruin, as did some of the dwell
ings of the "afflicted" children, who learned and practiced certain 
things in his house which he afterward pronounced to be arts of Satan, 
and declared to have been pursued witlwut his knowle<.lge and with 
the cognizance of only his servants (John and Tituba, the Indian and 
the negress). Barn, and well, and garden disappeared in a sorry tract 
of rough ground, and the dwelling became a mere handful of broken 
bricks. The narrative of the pastorts struggles and clevices to retain 
his pulpit is very interesting; but they are not rclnted to our object 
here; and all we need sny is, that three sons and sons-in-law of ~Irs. 
Nurse measured their strength nga-inst h1s, and, without having said 
an intemperate or superfluous word. or swerved from th·e strictest rules 
of congregational actiont sent him out of the parish. He finally opined 
that" evil angels n had been permitted to tempt him and his coadjutors 
on either hand; he admitted that some mistakes had been made; and; 
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said he," I do humbly own this day, before the Lord and his people, 

that God has been righteously spitting in my face; and I desire to lie 

low under all this reproach," etc.; but ·the remonstrants could not 

again sit under his ministry, and his brethren in the Province did not 

pretend to exculpate him altogether. He buried his wife-against 

whom no record remains-and departed witb bis children, the eldest 

of whom, the playfellow of the" afflicted" children, he had sent away 

before she had taken harm in the " circle." He drifted from one small 

outlying congregation to another, neglected and poor, rest1ess and un

tamed, though mortified, till he died in 1720. nlr. Noyes died some

what earlier. He is believed not to have undergone much change, as 

to either his views or his temper. He was a kind-hearted and amiable 

man when nothing came in the way; bnt he could hold no terms with 

Satan; and in this he insisted to the last that he was right. 

Cotton Mather was the survivor of the other two. He died in 1728; 

and he never was happy again after that 1ast batch of executions. He 

trusted to his merits, and the genius he exhibited 1mder that ons1augllt 

of Satan, to raise him to the highest post of clerical power in the Prov

ince, and to make him-what be desired above all else-President of 

Harvard University. :M:r. Upham presents us with a remarkahle med

itation written by the unhappy man, so simple and ingenious that it is 

scarcely possible to read it gravely; but the reader is not the less sen- · 

sible of his misery. The argument is a sort of remonstrance with God 

on the recompense his services have met with. He has been appoint
ed to serve the world, and the world does not regard him; the negroes, 

and (who could believe it?) the negroes are named Cotton 1\I:lther in 

contempt of him; the wise and the unwise despise him; in every com

pany be is avoided and left alone; the female sex, and they speak base
ly of him; his relatives, and they are such monsters that he may truly 

say, " I am a brother to dragons;" the Government, and it heaps in

dignities upon him; the University, and if he were a blockhead, it 

could not treat him worse than it does. He is to serve all whom he 
can aiel, and nobody eV"er does anything for him; be is lo serve all to 

whom he can be a helpful and happy minister, :mel yet he is the most 
afflicted minister in the country; and many consider his afflictions to 

be so many miscarriages, and his sufferings in proiwrtinn to his sins. 

There was no popularity or power for him from the hour when he 

stood to see his brother Burroughs put to death on the Hill. He seems 



• 

"ONE OJ:<' '!'HE AFFLICTED "-HER CO~FESSION. 49 

never to hav-e got over his surprise at his own failures; but he sank 
into deeper mortification and a more childish peevishness to the end. 

" OXE OF THE AFFLICTED "-HER COXFESSION. 

Of only one of the class of express accusers-of the " afflicted "
will we speak; but not because she was the only one reclaimed. One 
bewildered child we have described as remorseful, and brave in her re
morse; and others married as they would hardly have done if they 
had been among the" profligate." Ann Putnam's case remains the 
most prominent, and the most pathetic. She was twelv-e years old 
when the" circle" at )Ir. Parris' w·as formed. She had no check from 
her parents, hut much countenance and encouragement from her mor
bidly-disposed mother. She has the bad distinction of having been the 
last of the witnesses to declare a "Yision" agaiust a. suspected person; 
but, on the otller hand, sbe has the honor, snch as it is, of having striv
en to humb]e herself before the memoi·y of ller victims. \Vhen she 
was nineteen her fitthet· died, and her mother followed within a fort
night, lem·iug the poor girl, in bad health and with scanty means, to 
take care of a family of children so large that tllere were eight, if not 
more, uependent on her. No doubt she was aicletl, and she did what 
she conlcl; but she died worn out at the age of thirty-six. Ten years 
before that date she made her peace with the Cllurch and society by 
offering a public confession in the meeting-house. In order to show 
what it was that the accusers did admit, we must make room for Ann 
Putnam's confession: 

"'I desire to be humbled before God for that sad and humbling 
providence that befell my father's family in ,the yeal' about '02; that I , 
then being in my childhood, should, by such a providence of God, be 
made the instrnment for the accusing of several persons of a grievous 
crime, wllereby their li\'es '\ere taken awriy from them, whom now I 
have just grounds and good reason to believe they were innocent per
sons; and tllat iL was a great clelusion of Satan that deceived me in tllat 
sad time, whereby I justly fear that I have been instrumental with oth
ers, though ignorantly and unwittingly, to bring upon myself and this .. 
land the guilt of innocent blood; though what was said or done by me 
against any person I can tru1y and uprightly say, before God and man, 
I did it not out of any anger, malice, or ill-will to any person, for I had 
no such tiling against one of them; but what I did was ignorantly, 
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being deluded by Sa tan. And particularly, as I was a chief instru• 
ment of accusing Goodwife Nurse and her two sisters, I desire to lie 
in the dust, and to be humbled for it, in tbat I was a cause, with oth
ers, of so sad a calamity to them and their families; for which cause I 
desire to lie in the dust, and earnestly beg forgiveness of God, and 
from all those unto whom I have given just cause of sorrow and of
fense, whose relations were taken away or accused. (Signed) Ann Put· 
nam.' 

" This confession was read before the congregation, together with 
her relation, August 25, 1706 ; and Rbe acknowledged it. 

"J. GREEN, Pastor." (Vol. ii. p. 510.) 

THE TRA...."'{SITION. 

The most agreeable picture ever afforded by this remarkable com
munity is that which our eyes rest on at the close of the story. One 
of the church members bad refused to help to send ::i\Ir. Parris away, 
on the ground that the village had had four pastors, and had gone 
through worse strifes with every one; but he saw a change of scene 
on the advent of the fifth. The Rev. Joseph Green was precisely the 
man for the place and occasion. He was young-only two-and-twenty 
-and full of hope and cheerfulness, while sobered by the trials of the 
time. lie bad a wife and infants, and some private property, so that 
he could at once plant down a happy home among his people, without 
any injurious dependence on them. While exemplary in clerical duty, 
he encouraged an opposite tone of mind to that ·which had pre'lailed • 
-put all the devils out of sight, promoted pigeon-shooting and fish
ing, and headed the young men in looking after hostile Indians. In· 
stead of being jealous at the uprising of new churches, he went to lay 
tl1e foundations, and invited the new brethren to his home. He pro
moted the claims of the sufferers impoverished by the recent social 
convulsion; he desired to bury not only delusions, but ill offices in 
silence; and by his hospitality he infused a cheerful social spirit into 
his stricken people. The very business of" seating" the congregation 
was so managed under his ministry as that members of the siuning 
and suffering families-members not in too direct an antagonism-were 
brought together for prayer, singing, and Sabbath-greeting, forgiving 
and forgetting as far as possible. Thus clid this excellent pastor create 
a new scene of peace and g<: od-will, which grew brighter for eighteen 
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years, when he died at the age of forty. At the earliest moment that 
was prudent, he induced his church to cancel the excommunication of 
Rebecca Nurse and Giles Corey. It was ten years more before the hard 
and haughty mother church in Salem would do its part; but J\Ir. Green 
had the satisfaction of seeing that record also cleansed of its foul stains 
three years before his death. Judge Sewall had before made his peni
tential acknowledgment of proud error in full assembly, and had re
sumed his seat on the bench amid the f0rgiveness and respect of soci
ety; Chief Justice Stoughton had retired from the courts in obstinate 
rage at his conflicts with Satan having been cut short; the physicians 
hoped they should have no more patients" under the evil hand," to 
make them look foolish and feel helpless; and the Tragedy was over. 
There were doubtless secret tears and groans, horrors of shame and 
remorse by night and by day, and indignant removal of the bones of 
the murdered from outcast graYes; and abstraction of painful pages 
from books of record, and much stifling of any conversation which 
could grow into tradition. The Tragedy was, no doubt, the central 
interest of society, families, and individuals throughout the Province 
for the life of one generation. Then, as silence had been kept in the 
homes as well as at church and market, the next generation entered 
upon life almost unconscious of the ghastly distinction wl1 ich would 
attach in h istory to ) fassachusetts in general, and Salem in particular, 
as the scene of the Delusion and the Tragedy which showed the New 
\\rorld to be in essentials no wiser than the Old. 

How effectually the story of that year 1692 was buried in silence is 
shown by a remark of )Ir. Upham's- tha.t it has been too comm0n for 
the Witch Tragedy to be made a jest of, or at least to be spoken of with 
levity. We can have no doubt that his labors have put an end to this. 
I t is inconceivable that there can eYer again be a joke heard on the 
subject of Witchcraft in Salem. But this remark of our author brings 
us at once home to our own country, time, and experience. I t ~uggests 

the question whether the lesson afforded by this singular perfect piece 
0f history is more or less appropriate to our own day and generation. 

THE F ETISH THEORY THE~ A~D NOW. 

\Ve have already observed that at the date of these e'ents, the only 
possible explanation of the phenomena presented was the fetish solu
tion which had in all ages been recuned to as a matter of course. II! 

... 
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heathen times it was god, goddess, or nymph who gave knowledge, or 
power, or gifts of healing, or of prophecy, to men. In Christian times 
it was angel, or devil, or spirit of the dead; antl this conception wa~ 
in full force over all Christendom when the Puritan emigrants settled 
in New England. The celebratecl sermon of the Rev. )lr. La"~Vson, in 
the work before us, discloses the elaborate doctrine held by the class of 
men who were supposed to know best in regard to tlle powers given by 
Satan to his agents, and the evils with which he afflicted his victims ; 
and there was not only no reason why the past~n·'s hearers should 
question his interpretations, but no possibility that they should supply 
any of a different kind. The accused themselves, while unable to 
admit or conceive that they were themselves inspired by Satan, could 
propose no explanation but that the aets were done hy "some bad 
spirit." And such has been the fetish tendency to this hour, through 
aU the advance that has been made in science, and in the arts of 
observation and of reasoning. The fetish tendency-that of ascribing 
one's own consciousness to external objects, as ·when the dog takes a 
-watch to be alive because it ticks, aud when the savage thinks his god 
is angry because it thunders, and when the Puritan catechumen cries . 
out in hysteria that Satan has set a ·witch to strangle her-t.ha.t con
stant tendency to explain everything by the facts, the feelings, and the 
experience of the individual's own nature, is n0 nearer dying out now 
than at the time of the Salem Tragedy ; and hence, in part, the selious
ness and the instructiveness of tltis story to the present generation. 
Ours is the generation which has seen the spread of Spiritualism in 
Europe and America~ a phenomenon wl1icl1 deprives us of all right to 
treat the Salem Tragedy as a jest, or to adopt a tone of superiority in 
compassion for the agents in that dismal drama. There are hundreds, 
even several thousands, of lunatics in the asylums of the United States, 
and not a few in our own country, who have been lodged there by the 
pursuit of intercourse with spirits; in other words, by ascribing to liv
ing but invisible external agents moYemcnts of their O'\Yn minds. l\Ir. 
Parris remarked, in 1692, that of old, witches were only ignorant old 
women; whereas, in his clay, they had come to be persons of knowledge, 
holiness, and devotion who had been drawn into that damnation; and 
in our day, we hear remarks on the superior refinement of spirit-inter
courses, in comparison with the witch doings at Salem; but the cases 
are a11 essentially the same. In all, some peculiar and inexplicable 
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appearances occur, and arc, a::~ a matter of cour e, when their reality 
can not be deniecl, ascribed to spiritual agency. \V" e may believe that 
we could never art H'\ the citizens of Salem acted in their superstition 
and their fear; nml this may be true; but tile course of speculation is, 
in" :;piritunl circles,'' very much the same as .in ~Ir. Parris' parlor. 

An"l how much less excuse there is for our generation than for his! 
,, .. e are V<'ry far yet from being able to explain the \\ell-known and 
indigpuhlule filets which occnr from time to time, in all countries where 
men abide and can gh·c nn aecount of them~elycs; such facts as the 
phenomena of natural somnambulism, of donulc consciousness, of sus
pended sensation "·hile conc;;cionsnPss is nwake, and the converse-of 
a wide range of intellectual and instinctive operations bearing the 
character of marvels to such as can not wait. for the solution. We are 
still f-u from being able to explain such mysteries, in the only true sense 
of the word e:rplaiving-that is, being able to refer the facts to the nat
ural cause to which they belong; but we ha"'c an incalculable advan
tage OYer the people of former centmies in knowing that for all proved 
facts there is a natural cause; that every cause to which proved facts 
within our cognizance are related is destined to become known to us; 
and that, in the present case, we haxe learned in what direction to 
searf:h for it, and haTe set out on the quest. X one of us can offer even 
the remotest conjecture ag to \Yhat the law of the common action of 
what we call mind and uody may be. If we could, the discovery 
would hun~ been already made. But, instead of necessarily assuming, 
ns the S:tlcm people did, that wllat they witnessed was the operation of 
spiritual upon human beings, we have, as onr field of observation ancl 
slu<ly, a region undreamed of by them-the brain as nn organized part 
of the human frame, an(l the netTous system, implicating more facts, 
more secrets, and more mar\els than our forefathers attributed to the 
whole body. 

TllE VIEWS OJl :lfODER~ IXYESTIGA.TORS. 

It is very striking to hear the modern lectures ou physiological sub· 
jects delivered in every capital in Europe! and to compare the calm and 
easy manner iu which the most astonishing and tlle most infernal phe
nomena arc described and discussed, with the horror and dismay that 
the same facts would have created if disclosed by diYines in churches 
three centuries ago. Dr. ::\Iaudsley, in his recent work on" The Physi· 
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ology and Pathology of :Mind," and other physicians occupied in his 
line of practice, lead us thTough the lunatic asylums of every country, 
pointing out as ordinary or extraordinary incidents tl1e same "afflic
tions" of children and other morbid persons which we read of, one 
after another, in the Salem story. It is a matter of course with such 
practitioners and authors to anticipate such phenomena wllen they 
have detected tlle morbid conditions which generate them. :Ur. Upham 
himself is evidently very far indeed from understanding or suspecting 
how much light is thrown on the darkest part of his subject by physi· 
ologica1 researches carried on to tile hour when he 1aic1 down his pen. 
His view is confined almost exclusively to the theory of fraud and 
false1woc1, as affording tile true key. It is not probable that anybody 
disputes or doubts the existence of guilt and folly in many or all of the 
agents concerned. There was an antecedent probability of both in 
regard to Mr. Parris' slaves, and to such of the young children as they 
most influenced; and that kind of infection is apt to spread. 1\Iore
over, experience shows us that the special excitement of that nerYous 
condition induces mont.l vagaries at least as powerfully as mental rlrlu
sions. In the state of temper existing among the inhabitants of the 
Vi11age when the mischievous club of girls was formed at tile pastor's 
house, it was inevitable that, if magic was entered upon at all, it would 
be malignant magic. Whatever :Mr. Upham has said in Hlustration of 
that aspect of the case his readers will readily agree to. But there is a 
good ~lea1 more, even of the imperfect notices that remain after the 
abstraction nnd destruction of the records in the sllame and anguish 
that ensued, which we, in our new dawn of science, can perceive to be 
an affair of the bodily organization. We are, therefore, obliged to him I 

for rescuing this tremendous chapter of history from oblivion, and for 
the security in which he has pl:tced t11e materials of evidence. In an
other generation the science of the human fi·ame may haYe aclyanced 
far enough to elucidate some of the Salem mysteries, together with 
some obscure facts in all countries, which can not be denied, while as 
yet they can not be understood. "When that time comes, a fearful 
weight of imputation will be removed from the name and fame of many 
agents and sufferers who have been the subjects of strange maladies 
and strange faculties, in a11 times and countries. As we are now taught 
the new discoveries of the several nerve-centers, and the powers whi~h 
are appropriated to them; and when we observe what a severance may 
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exist between the so-caJled organ of any sense or f;tculty and the oper
ation of the sense or faculty; and how inf,lllibly ideas and emotion may 
be generated, and even beliefs created in minds sane and insane, by 
certain manipulations of tllc nerves and brain, \\"C sec how innocently 
this phenomenon may be presented in natural somuambu1ism. Sleep
walkers have been lmown in many countries, and trcnted of in medJCal 
records by their physicians, who could not only walk, and perform all 
ordinary acts in the dark as well as in the light, but "ho went on writ· 
ing or reading \\"ithout interruption though nn opaque substance-a 
book or a slate-was interposed, nncl would dot the i'8 and cross the t's 
with unconscious correctncs£ witbont any usc of their eyes. There js a 
wide field of inquiry open i.n this direction, nO\Y that the study of the 
ner\ous system has been begun, however minute is the all-vance as yet. 

DIPORTXXCE OF THE SUBJECT. 

It is needless to dwell on the objection made to the ri<:ing hopcfnlness 
in regard to the study of )Ian, and the mysteric:::. of hi::; nature. Bet,Yecn 
the Inultitude "\\"ho have still no notion of any alternn.th·c supposition 
to that of possession or inspiration hy spirits, or, at least, intercourse 
with such beings, and others "ho fear ")laterialism" if too close an 
attention is paid to the interaction of the miml and the nerves, and 
tho::;c who al~·ays shrink from new notions in matters so interesting, 
and those who fear tllnt religion may be implicutctl in any slight 
shown to angel or devil, and those who will not :;t'e or bear any evi
dence whatever which lies iu a direction opposite to their prejudices, 
"\\'e are not likely to get on too fast. But ucithcr can tile injury lapse 
under neglect. The spectacle presented now is of the same three sorts 
of people that appear in all satires, in all literatures, since the pursuit 
of truth in any mode or direction became a recognized object anywhere 
and under any conditions. Leaving out of ,·icw the multitude who 
arc irrelevant to the case, from having no knowledge, an~.l being there
fore incapable of an opinion, there is the large company of the super-
1cial and light-minded, who are always injuring the honor and beauty 
of truth by the levity, the impertinence, the absurdity of the enthusiasm 
they pretend, and the nonsense they talk about "some new thing." 
No period of society bas been more familiar with that c1:1ss and its 
mischief-making than our own. There is the other large class of the 
cotemporaries of any discovery or special advance, who, when they 
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can absent themselves from the scene no longer, look and listen, and 
bend all their efforts to hold their ground of 1ife-1ong opinion, usua.Hy 
succeeding so far as to escape any direct admission that more is known 
than when they were born. Tllese are no ultimate hindrance. When 
Harvey died, no pl1ysician in Europe above the age of forty belie,ed 
in the circulation of the blood; but the trnth was perfectly safe ; and 
so it will be with the cnse of lhe psychological relations of the nervous 
system when the present course of investigation has sustained a clearer 
verification and further advauce. On this point we have the sayings 
of two truth-seekers, wise iu quality of intellect, impartial and dispas
sionate in temper, and fearless in the pnrsnit of their aims. The late 
Prince Consort is ·dviclly t·emembcrctl for the chttracteristic sayiug 
which spread rapidly over the country, thnt he could not understnncl 
the conduct of the medica1 profession in England in leaving the phe
nomena of mesmerism to the observation of unqualified persons, instead 
of undertaking an inquiry wllich wus certainly their proper business, 
in proportion as they professed to pursue science. The other authority 
we refer to is the lute l\Ir. Hallam. A letter of his lies before us from 
which we quote a pnssagc, familiar in its substance, doubtless, to his 
personal friends, to whom he alwa.p~ avowed the view which it presents. 
nncl "·ell worthy of note to such readers as may not be aware of the 
observation and thought l1e devoted to the phenomena of mesmerism 
during the last quarter-century of his long life. "It appears to me 
probnble t11at the various phenomena of mesmerism, together with 
others, independent of mesmerism properly so called, which have late
ly [the .date is 1844] been brought to light, are frn.gments of some 
general law of nature which we are not yet able to d-educe from them, 
merely because they are de:Stitute of \isible connection-the links l.Jeing 
hitherto wanting which are to display the entire harmony of effects pro
ceeding from a single cause." 

[Persons curious to know what has been developed in this class ot 
studies may find the same in u work published at this office, entitled 
THE LIBRARY OF MEsMERIS:ll AND PsYCHOLOGY-comprising the 
Philosophy of :\Iesmerism, Clairvoyance, and )fen tal Electricity; Fas
cination, or the Power of Charming; The nfacrocosm, or the "\Vorld of 
Sense; Electrical Psychology, or the Doctrine of Impressions; The 
Science of the Soul, treated Physiologica11y and Philosophically. 
Complete in one illustrated volume. Price, $4.] 
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What room is there not for hopefulness Wh E:'n we compare such an 
obserYation as this with )lr. Parris' dogmatical exposition of Satan's 
dealings with men! or wheu we contrast the calm and cheNfn1 tone oJ 
the philosopher with the stubborn wrath of Chief ,Justice Stonghton, 
and with the penitential laments of Jurlge Sewn11! "\Ye might con· 
trust it also with the wild exultation of those of the Spirituali::;ts of ot..r 
own day who can form no conception of the modestr and patience 
requisite for the sincere ~earch for truth, and who, once finding thcm
selns surrounded by facts and appearances new and strang-e, a~sumc 
that they have disco\erctl a bridg-e oYer the bottomless "gulf heyond 
wllich lies the Rpirit-hmd," and wander henceforth in a fools' paradise, 
despbing and pitying aJl who arc 1e<;s rash, ig·norant, and presumptuous 
than themselves. It is this company of fanatics-the first of the three 
cla..,_,cs we spoke of-which is partly answerable for the backwardness 
of the ~econd; bnt the blame does not. rest exclnsh-cly in one quarter. 
There is an indolence in the medical class which is the commonest re
proach against tllem in every age of scientific acth ity, and which has 
recently been heroically asowcd and denounced in a public address by 
un less n member of the profcs'iion than Sit· Thomas "\Yatson.* '!'here 
is a conscrvath·c reluctance to change of view or of procedure. There 
is also a lack of mornl courage, by no means surpl'bing in an order of 
men whose lives are spent in cluu·ming away troubles, and easinp: pains 
and cares, and" making thin&rs pleasant "-by no means surprising, we 
admit, but exceedingly unfavorable to the ackuowlctlgmcnt of phf.
nomcna that are strange and fucts that are unintelligible. 

This brings us to the third class-the very small number of persons 
who arc, in the matter of human progress, the snlt of the earth; the 
few who can endure to see without unclerstamling-, to bear without 
immediately believing or disuclieYing, to learn what tlley can, without 
·my consideration of what fignre they themselves shall make in the 
transaction ; and even to be unable to reconcile the new phenomena 
with their own prior experience or conceptions. There is no need to 
descriue how rare this class must necessarily be, for every one who hns 
eyes sees bow near the passions and the prejudices of the human being 
lie to each other. These are the few who unite the tw·o great \irtnes 

• Address on the Pre!"ent State of Therapeutics. DellT'ered at the opening meeting 
or the Clinical Society of London, January 10, 1868. By Sir Thomas Wa!son, Bart., :M.n 
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of earnestly studying the facts, and keeping their temper, composure; 
and cheerfulness through whatever perplexity their inquiry may in 
volve. It is remarkable that while the world is echoing all round and 
incessantly with the praise of the life of the man spent in following truth 
wherever it may lead, the world is always resounding also with the 
angry passions of men who resent all opinions which are not their own, 
and denounce with fury or with malice any countenance given to mere 
proposals to inquire in certain directions which they think proper to 
reprobate. Not only was it horrible blasphemy in Gali~eo to think as 
he did of the motion of the earth, hut in his friends to look tlu:ough 
his' glass at the stars. 

This Salem story is indeed shocking in every view-to our pride as 
rational beings, to our sympat.hy as human beings, to our faith as Chris
tians, to our complacency as children of the Reformation. It is so 
shocking that some of us may regret that the details have been revived 
with such an abundancP- of evidence. But this is no matter of regret, 
but rather of congratulation, if we have not outgrown the need of 
admonition from the past. How does that consideration stand? 

.A.t the end of nearly three centuries we find ourselves relieved of a 
heavy burden of fear and care about the perpetual and unbounded 
malice of Satan and his agents. Witchcraft has ceased to be one of the 
gravest curses of the human lot. "\Ve have parted with one after 
another of the fetish or conjectural persuasions about our relations with 
the world of spirit or mind, regarded as in direct opposition to tlle 
world of matter. By a succession of discoveries we have been led to 
an essentially different view of life and thought from any dreamed of 
before the new birth of science; and at this day, and in our own 
metropolis, we have Sir Henry Holland telling us how certain treat-
ment of this or that department of the nervous system will generate 
this or that state of belief and experience, as well as sensation. We 
have Dr. Carpenter disclosing fi1cts of incalculable si~nifi?ance about 
brain-action without consciousness, and other vital mysteries. We 
have Dr. )1audsley slwwing, in the cells of the lunatic asylum, not 
only the very realm of Satan, as our fathers would have thought, but 
the discovery that it is not Sat<m, after all, that makes the havoc, cut 
our own ignorance which bas seduced us into a blasphemous super· 
stition, instead of inciting us to the study of ourselves. And these 
are not all our teachers. Amid the conflict of phenomena of tb,e hu· 
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man mind and body, we llave arrived now at tlle express controyersy 

of Psycllology against Physiology. Beyond the mere statement of 
the fact ·we have scarcely aclnmced a step. The first can not be, with 

any accuracy, called a science at all, and the other is in little mor<! 

than a rudimentaJ·y state; but it is uo sm~lll gain to ha\C arriYed at 

some conception of the natnre of the problem set before ns, and at 
some liberty of hypothesis as to its conditions. In brief, and in the 

plainest terms, while there is still a multitude deluding and disporting 

itself with a false hypothesis auout certain my::;teries o_f the human 

mind, and claiming to haYe explained the marv(>}s of Spiritualism by 

making an objecth·e "World of their O~\'n subj ectiYe experience, the 
scientific physiologists [those especially who are true phrenologists] 

are proceeding, by obsenation and expeliment, to penetrate more and 

:norc secrets of ouT intellectual and moml life. 





THE PLAN CHET'fE ~IYSTERY. 

WTIAT PLANCHETTE IS A1i'D DOE~. 

~HIS little gyrating tripod is proving it
f~~ self to be somethi~g mo.re t~tan a ~ine 
~ J~ days' wonder. It IS finc1mg 1ts way mto 
thousands of families in all parts of the land. 
Lawyers, physicians, politicians, philosophers, J 
and even clergymen, have watched eagerly its "'-= 
strange antics, and listened with rapt attention to TnE PL.ANCHETTE. 

its mystic oracles. )Irs. Jones demands of it 
where Jones spends his eYenings; the inquisitive of both sexes m·e solicit· 
ing it to "tell their fortunes ;" speculators arc invoking its aid in maldng 
sharp bargains, and it is said thn.t even sagacious brokers in Wall Street 
are often found listening to its vaticinntions as to the price of stocks on 
a given future day. To all kinds of inquiries answers are given, intelli
gible at least, if not alwa3~s true. A wonderful jumble of mental and 
moral possibilities is this little piece of dead matter, now giving utter
ance to childish drh-el, UO\Y bandying jokes and badinage, now stirring 
the conscience by unexceptionably Christian admonitions, and now ut
tel'ing the bn.ldest infidelity or the most shocldug profanity; and often 
discoursing gravely on science. philosophy, or theology. It is true that 
Planchette seldom assumes this variety of theme and diction under the 
hands of the same individual, but, in general, manifests a peculiar i:'lcil
ity of adapting its discourse to the character of its associates. Reader, 
·with your sanction, we will seek a little further acquaintance with this 
new wonder. 

The word "Pln.nchette , is French, and simply signifies a little board. 
It is usually made in the shape of a heart, about seven inches long and 
six inches wide a.t the widest part, but we suppose that any other shape 
and convenient size \Vonld answer as well. Under the two corners 
of the widest end are fixed two little castors or pantograph wheeJs, admit
ting of easy motion in all horizontal directions ; and in a hole, pierced 
through the narrow end, is fixed, upright, a lead pencil, which forms the 
third foot of the tripod. If this little instrument be placed upon a sheet 
of printing paper, and the fingers of one or more persons be laid lightly 
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upon it, after quietly waiting a short time for the connection or rappm 
to become established, the board, if conditions are favorable, will begin 
to move, carrying the fingers with it. It will move for about one person 
in every three or four; and sometimes it will move witll the hands of 
two or three persons in contact "'ilith it, when it will not move for either 
one of the persons singly. At the first trial, from a few seconds to 
twenty minutes may be required to establish the motion; but at subse
quent trials it will move almost immediately. The first movements are 
usually indefinite or in circles but as soon as some control of the motion 
is established, it will begin to write- at first, perhaps, in mere monosyl
lables, "Yes," and " No,'' in answer to leading questions, but afterward 
freely writing whole seutcnces, and even pages. 

For me alone, the instrument wi11 not move; for myself and wife 
it moves slightly, but its writing is mostly in monosyllables. vVith my 
daughter's hands upon it, it writes more freely, frequently giving, cor
rectly, the names of persons present whom she may not know, and also 
the names of their friends, living or dead, with other and similar tests. 
Its conversations with her are grave or gay, much according to the 
~tate of her own mind at the time; and when frh-olous questions are 
asked, it almost always returns answers either flivolous or, I am 
sorry to say it, a trifle wicked. For example, she on one occasion 
said to it: "Planchette, where did you get your education ? " To her 
horror, it instantly wrote: "In h -1," without, l10wever, being so fas
tidious as to omit the lette1·s of the word here left out. On another oc
casion, after receiving from it responses to some trival questions, she 
said to it: "Planchette, now write something of your own accord with
out our prompting." But instead of writing words and sentences as was 
expected, it immediately traced out the rude fignre of a man, such as 
school children sometimes make upon their slates. After finishing the · 
outlines-fhce, neck, arms, legs, etc., it swung around and brougllt the 
point of the pencil to the proper position for the eye, which it carefully 
marked in, and then proceeded to pencil out the hair. On finishing this 
operation, it wrote under the figure the name of a young man concern
ing whom my daughter's companions are in the habit of t.easing her. 
~Iy wife once said to it: "Planchette, write the name of the article I 

am thinking of., She was thinking of a finger ring, on which her eye 
had rested a moment before. The operator, of course, knew nothing of 
this, and my wife expected either that the experiment would fail, or else 
that the letters R-i-n-g would be traced. But instead of that, the instru
ment moved, very slowly, and, as it were, deliberately, and traced an ap
parently e.-cact circle on the paper, of about the size of the finger ring she 
hnd in her mind. " Will you try that over again?" said she, when a sim
ilar circle was traced, in a similar manner, but more promptly. Dur
ing this experiment, one of my wife's hands, in addition to my daughter's, 
was resting lightly upon the board; but if the moving force had been 
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supplied by her, either consciously or unconscionsly, the motion would 
evidently have taken the direction of her thonght, "hich was that of 
writing the Jetter:; of the word, in~tead of a llircction untbougl!t of. 

\\''"hilc Planchette, in hc.r intercourse "ilh me, has fa iled to distin
gui~h hcrs<'lf either as n prenclter or n philosopher, l regret to say that 
she hns not proved herself a much more sncccs~fnl prophet. \Yhile the 
l'C'Ccnt contest for the United States Senatorship from the State of New 
York was pending, I said to my little oracular friend : H Planchette, will 
yvn ~in~ me a test?" '' Yc~." "Do yon know who will be the next U.S. 
Senator from this St'ltc?" "Y cs.n "Please write the name of the per
son who will be cho~cn." "Jfr. Sutton," was "ritten. Said I , " I hn,~c 
not the pleasure of knowing that gentleman; please tell me where he re
sides." .Ans. "In \\'nshin~tou." 

'-' 

I do not relate this to disturb the happy dreams of the Ilon. R eu-
ben E. I~""enton by suggcsling any tlire contingencies thnt may yet h ap
pen to mar the prospect before him. In justice to my little friend, lww
cvcr, I mu~t not omit to stnte tha t in respect to questions as to the kind 
of "·eathcr we shall hrn c on the morrm\ ? will such pct'SOll go, or such 
a one come? or shall I see, or clo this, tbnt, or the other thing ? its re
sponse:; haYc been g<'nemlly correct. 

To rnsh to a couclmdon rc~pccting the 1·ationale of so mysterious a 
phenomenon, under the sole guidance of an experience which hns been 
so limited as my own, would bctmy an amount of egoiRm and b ccdlcss
nes::> with which I am tm" illing to be chargcnule; and my readers will 
now be introduced to some experiences of others . 

...\.friend of mine, )lr. C., r(lsiding in Jersey City, with whom I have 
almost daily intercour~e, and whose testimony is entirely trustwor thy, 
rel. tes the f(JJlon-ing: 

Some five or six months ngo he purchased a PlnncllGtte, brought it 
h ome, and plucccl it in the hands of )Irs. B., a w idow, who was then 
visil ing his family. ~Irs. n. hnd ue1-cr tried or w itnessed any experi
ments with Planchctte, aml was incredulous as to her power to evoke 
any movements from it. She. however, placed her hands upon it, as cli
rcctcl1, and to her snrprbe it soon began to mo-re, nncl wrote for its :firs t 
words: "Take cm'e!" "Of what um::.t I take care?,, she inquired. 
"Of your money.'' "\\rhcrc? ,, " I n Kentucky., 

l\[y friend states that :Mrs. D.'s hushand luu] died in .Albany about two 
yenrs p revious, bequeathing to her ten thousand dollars, which sum she 
had lonned to a gentleman in Lonisville, Ky., to invest in the drug 
bn"incss, on condition that she and he were to share the profi ts: and 
up to tltis time the thou~ht had not occurred to her that her money 
w as not per fectly safe. At this point she inquired: "Who is this that 
is giving this caution?., "13-- \\--.11 (The name of a friend of hers 
·who hntl died at Cairo, Ill., some six years before.) l\Irs. B. "Wily ! is 
my m oney in j eopardy ? , Planch ette. " Y es, and n eeds prompt atten-
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tion." 1\Iy friend C. here asked: "Ought she to go to Kentucky and at
tend to the matter?" " Y cs." 

So strange and unexpected was this whole communication, :mel so 
independent of the suggestions of her own mind, that :she was not a lit· 
tle impressed by lt, and thought it 'iYOuld at least be safe for her to make 
a journey to Louisville and ascertain if the facts were as represented. But 
she had at the time no ready money to pay her traveling expenses, and 
not knowing how she could get the money, she asked: "When shall I 
be able to go ? " " In two weeks from to-day," was the reply. 

She thought over the matter, and the next day applied to a friend 
of hers, a Mr. W., in Nassau St1·ect, who promised to lend her the money 
by the next Tuesday or Wednesday. (It was on Thursday that the inter· 
view with Planchctte occurred.) She came home and remarked to my 
friend: " \Vell, Planchette has told one lie, anyhow ; it said I would 
start for Louisville two weeks from that clay. :Mr. W. is going to lend 
me the money, and I shall start by next Thursday, only one week from 
that time." 

But on the next Tuesday morning she received a note from ~Ir. W. 
expressing regret that circumstances had occurred which would render 
it impossible for him to let her have the money. She immediately sought, 
and soon found, another person by whom she '\vas promised the money 
still in time to enable her to start a couple of clays before the expira· 
tion of the two weeks-thus still, as she supposed, enabling her to prove 
Planchette to be wrong in at least that particular. But from circumstances 
unnecessary to detail, the mon~y did not come until )Vednesday, the day 
before the expiration of the two weeks. She then prepared herself to 
start the next mm·ning ./ but through a blunder of the expressman in car· 
rying her trunk to the wrong depot, she was clt:taiuecl till the five o'clock 
P.M. train, when she started, just· two weeks, to tke lwu1·, from the time 
the prediction was given. 

Arriving in Louisville, she learned that her friend had become invol
ved in consequence of having made a number of bad sales for large 
amounts, and had actually gone into bankruptcy-reserring, however, 
for the seclll'ity of her debt, ~ number of lots of grountl, which his cred
itors were trying to get hold of. She thus arrived not a moment too soon 
to save herself, which she will probably do, in good part, at least, if 
not wholly-though the affair is stil1 unsettled. 

Since this article was commenced, the fo1lowing fact has been furnished 
me from a reliable source. It is offered not only for the test which it in
volves, but also to illustrate tlle remarkable faculty which Planchette 
sometimes manifests, of calling things by their right names. .A. lady well 
known to the community, but whose name I have not permission to dis
close, recently received from Planchette, writing under her own hands, 
a communication so remarkable that she was induced to ask for the name 
of the intelligence that wrote it. In answer to her request, the name of 
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the late Col. Baker, who gallantly fell at Ball's Bluff, was gh·cu, in a per . 
fectfac-simile of his haml writing. She ~aid to him: "For a further test, 
will you be kind enough to te11 me where I la::,t. s:tw you:''' She expect
ed him to mention the place and occasion of their last interview when 
she had in dteclllim to her house to tea; but Planch~tte wrote: "In tlts 
hall of thieves.,' "In the hall of thieves/' said tbe lady; "what on earth 
can be the merming of that? 0! I remember that after he was killed, h is 
body was urougllt on here and bid in the City Hall, and there I saw him., 

TUE PRESS 0~ PL.-L,CIIETTE. 

I n Planchette, public journalists aud pamphleteers seem to have caught 
the "What is it~,, in a new shape, and great has been the expenditure 
of printer's ink iu the way of narratives, queries, and speculations upon 
the subject. There are no1v lying before me the following publications 
and articles, iu whicil tile Plaucilctte phenomena arc noticed and dis
cusscd,-from which we propose to cull and condense 8Uch statements 
of fact as appear to possess most intrinsic interest, and promise most aid 
in the solution of tlH~ mysteries. Afterward we shall discuss tlle different 
theories of tllet>c writers, anu also some other tlleories that have been 
propounded. 

11 P LA.NCIIETTE's DL\.RY," edited by Kate Field, is au entertaining 
pamphll·t, consbting of details in tile author's experience, with little or 
no speculation as to the origin or laws of the phenomena. The author 
herself was the principal medium of 1he communications, but she occa
sionally introduces experiences of others. The })amphlet serves to put 
one on familiar and companionable terms with the inYisible source of 
intelligence, wha.ten~r that may be, illu~trating the leading peculiarities 
of the phenomena, giving some tests of an outside tlirecting influence 
more 01' less striking, and candidly l"CCording the failures of t(!St answers 
which were mixed up with the successes. We extract two or three 
specinwns : 
"~lay 20th-Evening. Our trio was reinforced by ) I r. B., a clever 

young lawyer, who reg-arded Pl<u~chette \-Yith no favorable eye - had 
no faith ,,·hatever in 1 Spiritualism,' and maintained that for h is part he 
thought it quite as :len~ible, if not more so, to attlibute unknown pilenom
ena to white rabbits as to spirits. . . . Ph·mcllette adclresse(l herself 
to )[r .. B. thus : 

' r ou do not think that I am a spirit. I tell .rou that I am. If I am 
not an inte1ligence, in the name of common sense what am I ? If }'OU 
ihucy I am white rabbits, then nlll have to say is, that white r abbits are 
a cl(!a l cleverer than tiley have the credit of being among natural histo
rians.' 
Later~ doubt was thrown up0u tbe possibility of getting mental ques· 

tions answered, ancl Plauci.J.ctte rttortcd : • 
·Do yon f~mcy for one mome11t that I don't know the workings of 

your brain? That is not tlle difficulty. I t is the impossibility-almost 
- of making two diametrically opposed maguetisms unite.' 

After this rebuke, :ur. B. asked a men tal question, and received the 
following answer : 
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'I am impelled to sny that if you will perse\'"ere in these investigations, 
yoy may be placed en ?'rtpport with your " ·it(·, who would undoubtedly 
commnnicate with you. If you lwY~ nur fnith in the immortnlitv of the 
soul, you can have no doub t of the po::;sibility or spiritual influences 
being brought to bear npon mortab. It is no new thing. EYer since 
the world began, this power has been exerte<l in one wny or another; 
and if you pretend to put any fuitll in the Biulc, you snrely must credit 
the possibility of Establishing this subtile connection between man and 
so-called angels.' 

This communication was glibly written until within eleven words of 
the conclusion, when Planchette stopped, and I asked if she had finislJed 

' No,' she replied. 
'Then ·wby don't you go on?' I continued. 'I can write faster tban 

this.' 
Planchette grew exceeding wroth at this, and clashed off an answer: 
' Because, my good gracious I you are not obliged to express yourself 

through anot.her's braii1.' 
I took it for granted that Planchette had ~hot very wide of tbc mark 

in the supposed response to ~lr. B.'s mental qncry, and hence was not 
prepared to be told that it was satisfactory, in proof of which nlr. B. wrote 
beneath it: 

'Appropriate answer to my mental question, Will my deceased wift 
communicate u:ith me ?-I. A. B.'" 
"~[ay 28th. At the breakfast-table )lr. G. expressed a great desire to 

see Planchette perform, and she was brought from her box. )fiss W. ''ras 
also pregent. After severn.l communications, l\Iiss \V. asked a mental 
question, and Planchcttc immediately wrote: 

':Miss \V., that is hardly pos~iLle in the present state of the money 
market; but later, I dare say yon will accomplish what you desire to 
undertake.' 

.~.l!i<Js TV. ' Planchette is entirely off the track. )ly question was, Can 
you. tell me anytll,ing rcbou t my nephe1r ? ' 

Mr. G. ''\Yell, it is certainly very queer. I asked a mental question 
to which this is to a certain extent an answer.' 

:i\Ir. G. was seated beside me, thoroughly intent upon Plancbette. )[iss 
w·. was at a distance, and not in any way en 'rapport with me. If this 
phenomenon of nnsweriug mental questions be clairvoyance, the situa
tion of these two p ersons may account for the mixed nature of the an
swer, beginning witl!l\Iiss '\V. and finishing with .:\[r. G." 

Putnam's MontlLly .J.llr1gazine for December, 1808, contains au inter· 
esting article entitled "Planchette in a .1Yew Oluwactcr." \\hat tile'' new 
character" is in which it appears, may be leame<.l from the introductory 
paragraph, as follows : 

"We, too, have a Planchcttc, aud a Planchette with this signal merit: 
it disclaims all pretensions to supermundane inspirations; it operates 
freely-indeed, with extmorclinary freedom: it goes at the tap or the 
drum. The first touch of the operators, no matter under what circum
stances it is brought out to rcyeal its knowledge, ~<·ts it in motion. But 
it brings no communications from any celestial or ~pi ritual sources. Its 
chirogrnphy is generally good, and frequcn tly exccllcn t. Its remarks 
evince an intelligence oflcn aboye that of the op~mtors, and its talent 
at answering or evading difficult questions is admirnble. \Ve have no 
theories about it" 

It seems, from other passages ir. the article, that this P1anchette di& 



THE PL.'\."NCIIETTE :\ITSTERY. 

claims the ability to tell anything that is not contained in the minds of the 
persons present, althougll it frrqucntly gin·s th~~n·ics in direct contra
diction to the opinions of all pre:::-eut, and :ugues them witll great per· 
sistence until driven up into u corner. It simply ns~mncs tl.te name of 
"Pln.uchet," leaving otf tile feminine termination of tile word; and" on 
being remonstmled with for illiteracy, it defcnclcd itself by saying, 'I 
alwnys was a bad ,><pelel','-nn orthogn.tpbical blunder," says tllc writer, 
11 that no one in tlle room was capable of making." 

.Altlwngh the writer in the parngmpll above quoted Jisclaims all theo· 
ries on the subject, he docs propomHl a theory, ~uch as it is; hut of this 
we defer our notice until we come to put the ::-C\ eral theories that have 
been offered into the hopper and grind them tip tqg·ethcr; at wbicll time 
we will take some further notice of the amusing peculiarities of this 
writer's Plnnchetle. 

The Lallie:/ Repo:<itory of NoYembcr, 18GS, contains an article, writ
t('n by Tiev. A. D. Field, entitled "Planchctte; or, Spirit-Rapping 
~Ia.de Ensy." '!'his writer mC"ntions a number of test questions asked 
by him of Plancllctte, the answers to which were all false. Yet he 
acknowledges tllat" the mysterious little creature called Planchettc is 
no humbug; that some mysterious will-power caus<.•s it to nnswcr ques
tions, and that it is uscles..c; to ignore these thing~, or to laugh at them." 
Tho writer submits!\ theory by\\ hich he thinks these mysteries may be 
explained, in a measure, if not wholly, lmt thb, with otllCrs, will be re
served for notice hcrcnftcr. 

Harper's .Jlontltly Jiagazine for December, ISGS, contains an article 
entitled '' The Confcssion:J of a R(jormcd Plancltctti.-.t." In this nrticle, 
the writer, no doubt dra\\'ing wholly or in part from his imagination, 
details a se ries of tricks which he hncl succc:,sfully practiced upon the 
credulity of others, and couclmles hy propounding n ycry ~age and char
itable theory to account for all Planchette phenomena, on which theory 
we shall yet. have a word to offer. 

Hours at llome, of Febrnnry, 1SG9, containR an article, by J. T. Head
ley, entitled " Planclutte at tlw Confessional." In tllis article, tbe writer 
cogently argues the cl:'\ims of tlJese new plleuomena upon the attention 
of scientinc men. He snys: "That it [the Plcmchette] writes things 
never dreamed of uy the operators, is proved by their own testimony 
and the testimony of others, beyond all contradiction;" and goes so fu r 
as to assert that to whatever cause tlJese phenomena may be attributed, 
"they will seriously at1'cct the whole science of mental philosophy.,. 
He relates a number of facts, more or less strildng, and propounrls a 
theory in their explanation, to which, with others, we l\·ill recur by-and· 
by. 

The foregoing are a few of the most noted, nmong the many less im· 
portant, lucubrations that have fi11len under our notice concerning this 
interesting subject-enough, however, to indicate the intense public in· 
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terest which the performances of this little board are exciting. We will 
now proceed to notice some of the theo1·ies tllat have been advanced for 
the solution of tile mystery. 

THEORY FffiST-'l'HA.T THE BOARD IS )10'\'"ED BY THE .HAXDS THAT REST 
UPO:N I'r. 

It is supposed that this movement is made either by design or uncon
sciously, and that the answers are either the result of a(1roit guessing, or 
the expressions of some appropriate thoughts or memories which had 
been previously slumbering in tlle minds of the opcrat01:s, and happen 
to be awakened at the moment. 

After detailing llis exploits (whether real or imaginary he bas left us 
in doubt) in a successful and sustained course of deception, the writer in 
Hatper's reaches lhis startling conclusion of the whole matter: 

"It would only '\\rite when I moved it, and 1hen it wrote precisely 
what I dictated. That persons write' nncon~c.iously,' I do not believe. 
As well tell me a man might pick pockets wituout kno·wing it. Nor am 
I at all prepared to believe the assertions of those who declare that they 
do not move the board. I kno~Y what operatms will do in such cases; 
I know the distortion, the disregard of tntth which a~s.ociation witll this 
immoral board superinduces." 

This writer ·has some~hat the advantage of me. I confess I ha\'e no .... -
means of coming to the knowledge of the truth but those of careful 
thought, patient observation, and collection of f:.1.cts, an!l ~le<luction from 
them. But here is a mind that can with one bold dive reach the inner 
mysteries of the sensible and superseusiule world, penetrate the motives 
~md impulses that govern the specific morn1 acts of men, and disclose at 
once to us the ·horrible secret of a conspirncy which, ·without pre concert, 
has been entered into hy thousands of men, women, and children in all 
parts of the land, to cheal the rest of the human race-a conspiracy, 
too, in whicll certain members of innmnerable p1;ivate families have 
banded together to play tricks upon their fatbcrs, mothers, brothers, and 
sisters I I feel awed by the ovcrshaclowiug presence of such a mind
in fact, I do no_t feel quite at home with him, and therefore most respect· 
fully bow myself out of his presence without further ceremony. 

As to tlle IJypothesis that the person or peTsons whose hands are on the 
board move it uncont~ciou.sly, this is met by the fact that the persons are 
perfectly awake n.ncl in their senses, and are just as conscious of what 
they are doing or not doing as at any other time. Or if it l>e morally pos
sible to suppose that they all, invariably, and with one accord, lie w11en 
they assert that the board moves without tlleir volition, how is it that 
the answers which they give to questions, some of 1hem mentally, are 
in so 1arge a proportion of cases, approp1·iate ans,Ycrs? How is it, for ex· 
ample, that Planchette, under the hands of my own danghter, ·has, in 
nur.:terous cases, given correctly the names of persons whom she had 
never seen or heard of before, giving also the names of their absent rel 
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e.tives, the places of their residence, etc., all of which were absolutely 
unknown l.Jy every person present except the qnest\oner? 

A theory propounded by the Rev. Dr. Patton, of Chicago, in an arti· 
cle published in The Aclvwwe, some time since, may be noticed under 
this head. He says: 

"How, then, shall we account for the writing which is performed 
witlwut any direct volition? Our method refers it to an automatic 
power of niind separate from conscious volition. ·x- * * V cry com, 
mou is the experience of au automatic power in the pen, by which it 
finishes a word, or two or three words, after the thoughts have con
sciously gone ou to what is to follow. \\re infer, then, from ordinary 
fhcts knowu to the habitual penman, that if aji:ced idea is in tlle mind 
at tl1c time when tl1e nen-ous and volitional po"·ers are exercised with 
a pen, it. will oftcu express itself spontaneously through the pen, when 
the mental faculties are at work othenYise. \Ve suppose, then, that 
Planchette is simply an arrangement by which, through the outstretched 
arms and fingers, the mind comes iuto such relation with the delicate 
movements of the pencil, that its automatic power finds play, and the 
idecus pre:sent in tlte mind are traniferred unconsciously to paper." (Italics 
our own.) 

That mny a11 be, Doctor, and no marvel about it. That the'' fixed 
idea"-" tile ideas present in the mind," should be "transferred uncon
sciously to paper," by means of Planchette, is no more wonderful tllan 
that the ~ame thing should be doue by the pen, and uitllOut the inter
vention of that little board. But for the benefit of a sorely mystified 
world, be good enough to tell us bow ideas tlH\t are not present, and that 
never ~cere present, iu the mind, can l>e transferred to paper by this au
tomatic power of the mind. Grant that tlle mind possesses an auto
matic power to work iu grooves, as it were, or in a manner in which it 
has beeu previously trained to work, as is illustrated by the delicate fin
gerings of the piano, all correct and skillful to the nicest shade, while 
the mind of the performer may for the moment be occupied in couver
sation; but uot since the 'vorld began has there been an instance in 
which the mind, acting solely from itself, by " automatic powers" or 
otherwise, has been able to body forth any idea which was not previ
ously within itself. That Planchette does sometimes write things of 
which the person o1· persons tiudeT whose bands it moves ~never had the 
slightest knowledge or even conception, it would be useless to deny. 

THEORY SECOND-IT IS ELECTRICITY, OR MAGNETISM. 

T hat electricity, or magnetism (a form of the same thing), is the agent 
of the production of these phenomena, is a theory which, perhaps, has 
more advocates among the masses than any other. It is the theory urged 
by :Mr. Headley with a great amount of confidence ju his article already 
referred to; and with his arguments, as those of an able and, in some 
sense, representative writer on this subject, we shall be principally occu· 
pied for a few paragraphs. 

Wh.en this theory is offered in seriousness as a .final solution of tbe 
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mystery in qnestion, we aro tempted to ask, Who 1s electricity~ what i! 
his mental and moralstrttw~? :md how and where dill he get his educa
tion? Or if by "electricity" is here simply meant the suhlilc, imponder
able, a.ncl impersonal fluid commonly known b~r that name, then let us 
ask, \Vho is at the other end of the vi'ire ?-for there must mriclently be a 
who as well as a 'loltat in the case. But when the advocates of the elec
trical tlleory are brought to their strict definitions, they are compelled to 
admit that this agent is nothing more than a medium of the power nrll.~ 
inte111gence that are manifested. Now a medium, which signifies simply 
a miclclle, distinctly implies two opposite emls or extremes, and as apr lied 
in this case, vne of those ends or extremes must be the source, anrl the 
other the recipient of the power or influence that is transmitted through 
the medium or middle; and it is an axiom of common sense that no me
dium can be a perfect Inedium which has anything to do with the orig
ination or qnalificatiou of that which is intended simply to flow throngh 
it, or which is not absolutely free from action except as it iR acted upon. 
That there are so-called medimns which refract, pervert, fah:i(y, or totally 
obliterate the characteristics of tbat which was intended to be transmitted 
through them, is not to be denied; but these nrc by no means perfect or 
reliable mediums, either in physical or psychic matters. 

If the little instrument in question, thcrelore, is, through the modium 
of electricity or any other agency, brought under perfect control and then 
driven to write a communication, the force that drives and the intelli
gence that directs it can not be attributed to the medium itself, but to 
something behind and beyond it which must embrace in itself ull the ac
tive powers and qualifications to produce the effect. Now let us see 
where Mr. Headley gets tl1e active pmvers and qualifications to produce 
the pheuomena manifested by his Planchette. He shall speak for himself: 

''That a spirit, good or bad, has anything to clo vdth tllis piece of board 
and the tips of children's fingers, is too absurd a supposition to he enter
tained for a moment. We arc driven, therefore, to the conclusion that 
what is written (bylwnest operators) has its orig-in citht'r in the minds of 
those whose bands are on the instrument, or el=-e it r~sults from commu
nication with other minds through another channel than the outward 
senses. At all events, on this hypothesis I have been able to explain 
most of the phenomena I luwe witnessed. I had, "·ith others, laughed 
at the stories told about Planchet.tc, wlJen a lady visiting my famil.v from 
the city brought, as the lntest novelty, one for my clang-l.J ter. Experi
ments '"ere of course made with it, with Yery 1ittle sncc:ess, till a yonng 
lady came to visit us from the West, whose etlorts with lhose of my son 
wrought a marvelous change. She was modest and retiriug, with a. rich 
brown complexion, large swimming eyes, dark as midnight, and a dreamy 
expression of countenance, and altogether a temperament that is ustMlly 
found to possess great magnetic power. My son, on the contra-ry, is f~tir, 
full of animal life, and enjoying everything with the keenest relish. In 
short, they were as opposite in all respects as two beings could well be. 
As the phenomena produced by electricity are well known to arise from 
opposite poles, or differently charged botlies, they ·woulu naturally be 
adapted to the trial of Planchette." 
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l\Ir. ll. now finds the mysterious agency, 11 electricity," completely un
chained, and under the bands of this couple Planchette becomes'' very 
acth·c." Indifferent to its performances at first, he wns indnchl to giYe it 
more serious attention uy the correct answers given to a couple of ques
tions n-sked in a joking manner by his wife, concerning some lov-e afiidrs 
of his before they were married, uncl whicll were known to uone present 
except himself and wife. Of course these answers, being in llis wife's 
mincl when she asked t he question, were suppo~cd to be" communicated 
through the agency of electricity or magnetism to the two operators," 
an<l th.e mystery was thus summarily disposed of. But an interest lJeing 
thus for the first time aroul::led in. ~Ir. H.'s mind, he proceeds to inquire a 
little furth er into the peculiarities of this new phenomenon, aud proceeds 
as follows : 

"Seeing that Planchette was so fiuniliar1y acquainted with my 1ady 
friends,). asked it point blank: 1 " rhe1·e is ;'fnry 0--?' This was a 
friend of my early youth and Iuter manhood, who hnd n1ways seemed to 
me rather a relatiYc tllan an acquaintance. To my surprise it answered, 
':Xobody Jmo\\s.' · 

1 ~uppo~etl I kn"w, because for twenty years slle had lived on the 
HtHbon Hi\ er in summet·, mHl in X cw York in the "·inter. 

'Is :--he happy?' I n::.ked. 'Better ue dead,' was the reply. 
'\Vhy?' I Unhappy' was written out at once. 
'\Vlwt make~ her unhappy?' '\Von'l tell.' 
1 Is she in fault, or others~' 'PartJy herself.' 
I uow pu~hed questions iu all shn.pcs, but they were evaded. At last 

I nRkecl, ' How many brothers ha::; she?' 
1 011e,' was the response. 'That,' said I, ' is false ; ' but not having 

heanl from the family for scyeml years, I nskccl again, 'How many did 
she lln\e?' 'Tltree.' 1 ·where are the other two ? ' I continued. 'Dead.' 

'"·hat is the name of the li\ ing one:' '.John.' I con1d not recoll<·ct 
that either of them bore this unme, but afterward remembered it was 
that of the eldest. Now 1 had no means of ascertaining whether this 
was a.ll true, but convinced it was not, I began to ask ridiculous and YCX
atious questions, when the answers sLowed excessive irritation, and finally 
it wrote 'Devil.' I lllen said: '·who are yon?' 'Brother of the Devil.' 

1 "rhat is your occupation?' 1 Tending fires.' 
'\Vhat are you going to do "·ith me?' 1 Broil you.' 
'\Yhat for?' '\Yickecl.' 
:X ow \\ hi1e I was excessively amused at all this, I noticed that the 

two young operators were greatly agitated, and ueggcd me to stop. I 
saw at a glance that the very superstitious feelin~ that I was endea-voring 
to ridicule away, was creeping over them, and 1 desisted. . . . An
other clay I asked where a certain gentleman was who failed years ago, 
taking in his fall a considerable amount of roy own funds. I said ' Where 
is )!r. Green ? ' ' In Brazil.' 

1 \Vill he ever pay me aDytlling?' ' Y es.' 
' Wlleu?' 'X ext year.' 
' How much.' 1 Ten thousand dollars.' 
Neither of the operators kn~w anything about this affair, and the an~ 

swer, 'Brazil,' was so out of the way and unexpected, that all were sur
prised. Whether the man was there or not, I could uot tell, nor did I 
know if he ever had been there-indeed, the last time I heard from him 
he was in New Y ork." 
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Now, observing that no conscious or intelligent agency in shaping 
tllese answers is assigned to the young persons whose hands were upon 
the board, and who, it appears, did not know anything of the persons 
concerning whom the inquiries were made, it would, perhaps, as ~e de
sire nothing but a true philosophy on this matter, be worth "While to look 
a little critically at the answers and statements that were given, and the 
further explanations propounded by Mr. H. For convenience, they may 
be classified as follows: 

1. Answers that were substantially in the interrogator's own mind 
when he asked the questions. Such were the answers to the questions: 
"How mauy brothers did she [.Hary 0--] have?'' "Where did she 
forme?·ly live?" He tells us that "the pencil slowly wrote out in reply: 
'0atkt1l,' leaving out the s /" and adds: "of course, this place was in my 
mind, though neither of the young people knew anything about the lady 
or her residence." . 

2. Answers which he does not know \\ere in his mind, but supposes 
they must have been. Thus, in his own language, while commenting on 
the answers to questions respecting l\Iary 0-- and her brothers: "Nor 
can I accotmt for the answer ' Unhappy,' unless unconsciously to myself 
there passed through my mind that vague fear so common to us all when 
we inquire about friends of whom we have not heard for years. The 
death of the two brothers baffiecl all conjecture unless I rernembered that 
during tlle war I saw the death of a young man of the same name, and 
I wondered at the time if it was one of these brothers-whether they had 
joined the army." (The Italics our own.) So also of Planchette?s 
-a.nsW"ers to the questions respecting 1\Ir. Green, locating him in Brazil, 
and saying that he intended to pay him CHr. H.) ten thousand dollars 
next year, while 1\Ir. G. had last been reported to l\fr. H. as being in 
New York, and the latter did not know that he had ever been in Brazil 
But ~Ir. H., after thinking over a certain conversation which he had pre· 
vionsly had with l\Ir. Green respecting a business journey he had made 
to "South .America," remarks: "Brazil doubtless often occurred to me
in fact, I was conscious on reflection that I had more frequently located 
him in tha,t country than in any other. So when the question was put, 
it would involuntarily flash over me 'lDitlwut my being conscious of it,' I 
woncler if he has gone back to South America, and if his venture is in 
Brazil?' .1.1lagnetism caught up the jl£tslting thought and put it on paper." 
(Italics our own.) Such is his hypothesis to explain an hypothesis ! 

3 .. Answers which he not only knows he had not in his mind when the 
questions were asked, but which -were directly cont'l'ary to his mind or 
opinion. Such 'ivere answers to several of the questions occurring in the 
conversation about ~Ia•y 0--, as," better be dead;" "unhappy;'' f:mlt 
"partly herself;" bas ''one" brother; which latter statement was so <li· 
L·ectly contrary to hls mind that he even pronounced it" false," untillle 
thot.ght to inquire, "How many did she have?" 
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4. Answers which were not only not in his mind, but which he directly 
pronounces "fal:'fe," and thus <.li~mis:Se::> them. Snch, for instance, is the 
answer ":Nobody knows," to the que~tion '' \Vhere is )lary 0--?" 
~<That this," snys he, "was fi1lse, is evident on the very :thee of it." 

\\ .... ith this analysis of the leading phenomena cited by .:\Ir. H. before us, 
let us look at the wonderful things which "electricity and magnetism'· 
are made to accomplish. 

I do not dispute that there is such a power of the human mind ns that 
kuown as clairvoyance. I have bad too many proofs of this to doubt it. 
But I have had equally positi\Te proofs that tlle den"lopment of its phe
nolneua is dependent upon eertain nece~sary conditions, among 'iYhich are, 
that the agent of tllcm, in order to be able to revenl the secret thoughts 
of another, must possess by nature peculiar ner\ous susceptibilities, en
abJing his psychic emanations, so to RpCc.lk, to sympathetically coalesce 
with those of the person whose thoughts and internal mental states are 
to be the subject of investigation. But this sympathetic coalescence can 
not take place where there is the slightest p!'ychic repulsion or antago
nism to the clnin·oynnt on the pnrt of the interi·ogating pnrty. ~Iorco\er, 
even when all these conditions are present, nothing can be correctly read 
from the mind of the questioner unless tllere is on his mind a clear and 
distinct definition of the matters of which he sce~~s to be told. 

But even in class No. 1 of the above series we find that" electricity,)) 
llitherto believed to be only an imponderable and impersonal fluid, has, 
upon )fr. H.'s theory, been able to accomplish the revealment of secret 
thoughts entirely independent of all these conditions. It is distinctly 
stated tllat those young persons wl10se hands were ou the Planchette 
knew nothing whatever of the matters which formed the seyeral subjects 
of inquiry ; and for aught that is stated to tbe contrary, tl1ey appenr to 
have been perfectly awake and in their nonnal state. In addition to 
this, it is to be obsen eel that ~Ir. Headley here appears in the assumed 
character of a captions, contentious, and somewhat irritating questioner, 
which, whether he intended it or not, was entirely the opposite of that 
harmouious and sympathetic interfiow of mental stntes known in other 
cases to be necessnry to a successful clairvoyant diagnosis of inward 
thoughts. And yet '' electricity" overleaps all these obstacles, seizes f<lCts 
that occurred many yeurs preyious, some of which were known only to 
Mr. H. and wife, others only to )fr. H. himself, and instantly flasltes forth 
the appropriate answer I Here is science! It there were no other phe
nomena connected with Planchette, this alone might well challenge the 
attention of philosophers ! 

But if this is wonderful, what shall we think of the achieYernents of 
this same "el<>ct.ricity" and "magnetism" in revealing fncts of the second 
cln~s-facts which tbe qnestioner himself did not and does not now know 
were in his mind, bnt only supposes they must have been? Think of a dif• 
fused element of nature, which from the dawn of creation had l>een blind 
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and dead, and only passively obedient to certain In ws of equilibrium, 
suddenly assuming intelligence and volition', burrowing into a man's 
brains, rummaging nmoqg ten thousand tl10nghts, emotions, and experi
ences stored up in tlJe archiYcs of his memory, and finally coming to the 
mere fqssil of a (suppose([) exp<'rience from which the last Yestige of mem
or.) -life had departed, nnd seizing this incident, it moves the little bonrd 
with an intelligent volition, and lo, tlle fact stands rcyealed. 

AtHl again, what of that spicy colloquy in which Planchette writes the 
words" devil;' "dedi's brother," "stir fires," "broil you," etc.? Oh~ Air. 
H. tell~ us," That "as O\\ iug to the irritation of the mediums, their hor
ror and fright, their ::>uper::;tition, and tlteir repugnance to the questions 
that were being asked." Cnrions, is it not? to !:.Ce 11 electricity" seizing 
hold of this irritation, that horror, the otlwr fright, and such and such a 
superstition, repugnance, and disgust, and, carefully arranging these men
tal emotions, builcling them up by a mysterious mason-work into a dis
tinctly defined and slwrply pronounced indh idua1ity, 'vith a peculiar 
morn I and intellectual character of its o-wn, differing more ti·om each and 
an of the parties presc•nt in the flesh than any one of the latter differed 
from another! Ancl.this indiYidnality, too, putting forth a volition which 
was not their volition, moving the Planchette which they did not move, 
making and arranging letters which they did not make and arrange, writ
ing inte1ligent words and sentences which they did not write, and then 
causing this creation to assume the name ancl ch~racter of a regularly 
built" devil "-a character wllich appear;:; to hnve been so far from these 
young per::;ons' minds that they were unwilling to look it in the face, and 
were sorely afraid of it! Surely, if "eleclricit.) " can do all this, then 
"electricity" itself is the" de,·il," and the less mankind have to do with 
it the better. 

But more wonderful still. It appea1·s that "electricity" can give an
swers, of which not even the slightest elements previously existed in the 
mind of the questioner or any of the company, and which were eyen dia
mctricn11y contrary to his mind ; as in the answers of class No. 3. IIm·e 
"electricity" swings loose, and, becoming completely independent, com
mences business on its "own book." Not only so, but it even goes so 
far beyond the sphere of ::\Ir. H.'s mind as to fib a little, giving at least 
two answers which this \\ ritcr pronounced" false," as noted in class :No 
4-thus giYing a still more signal display of its independent powers of 
invcntion-nal..1ghty invention though it was. 

Seriously, had uot friend Hendley better employ his fine talents in giv
ing us another clever book or two about" Washington and his Generals," 
and leave :i\Ir. Planchette, and that more wonderful personage, Air. E lec
tricity, to take care of thcm~eln~s? \Ye arc obliged here to part com
pany with ::\Ir. H., and pac:s on for the purpose of lun·ing a few words 
under tllis same head '' ith the reYerend author o.f "Planchette, or 
Spirit-Rapping :Made Easy," in the Ladies' Repository. 
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I find it difficult to get at the iden of this writer, if indeed he himself 

has any definite idea on t11e subject. By the title of Ilia article, however, 
and several expressions tllat occur in the body of it, he seems to associate 
the performances of the Planchette with a som~what extensh·e class of 
phenomena, in which spirit-rappings, table-tippings, etc., are included. 
He says: 

"Twelve years ago I took pains to study the matter, and at that time 
I came to concln~ions that are every day being pro,·ed to be true. I was 
soon satisfied that as regarded 'trance mediums,' the cause was due to 
one-third trickery, one-third partial insanity o-r monom.ania. and there
mainder animal magnetism. I have since learned that opium and hash
ish (Indian hemp) played an important p::n·t. It was prun~d that young 
ladiea purchased 1VTilten speeches which they delivered mHler the intlu
ence of bashish." 

He then goes on to speak of gal1anism, magnetism, electricity, animal 
magnetism, and the oJylic force; but, so far as we can see, without prov
ing any necessary connection between these forces or eitller of til em, and 
the subject which he aims to elucidate. Quoting a former article of his, 
he continues: 

« TU.e magnetizer of wl10m I spoke [an e:\l)OSer of rappings) threw him
self into magnetic connection with the table 1 and 'l.cilled it to moYe hither 
and thither. The ·will in tbis case seem.cll to be a powerful battery, put
ting its subject into life. Now I suggest that this power be applied to 
machinery. We will get us a large propelling wheel, to which we will 
connect our machinery. \Ye will then engage a company of mediums 
who shall get into mpport witll one wlleel, and stand willing the whe~l 
on in it.s evolutions. . . . If a table may be made to spin arounJ 
the roorn, why may not a w·heel be made to turn as well?" 

The writer certainly deserves credit for this sage suggestion, and a pa" 
tent for his machine; but whether he will succeed in making it operatE. 
satisfactorily "·ithout calling into requisition the "monomania," the 
"hashish," and the "opium," remains to be seen. He then goes on to 
describe Planchette, and afterward continues: 

"The mysterious little creature is called Planchette, and is no humbug. 
And it conforms to all the cn::;toms of the old-time tipping-tables. The 
operator magnetizes Planchette .. and by a mysterious will-power causes 
it to answer questions. Bei(>re ginng illustrations, we nu·,y as well state 
the laws that seem to govern it. Fil':st. It "·ill ahrays answer correctly, 
if the opemtor know.'J the anslce?'. Second. While it will answer other 
questions, iu all the experiments I have ever engaged in, it. has never 
answered correctly. Tltird. If a person standing l>y, who has strong 
magnetic powers, asks a question, Plancllette will answer. Bnt in all 
case,q, in our experiments, some ruling mind must have knowledge of 
what tb.e answer should be, if a c~rrect answer is returned." 

In reply to the above, 1\e assert, First. T!Jat the "operator" does not 
" magnetize" the board at al1, nor does he exercise any " will power " 
over it, causing it to answer questions; and if he did thus cause it to 
nnswer only those que.stions whose answers are already in his mind, 
what marT"el is there in it, more than there is in my pen being caused by 
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m~· will~power to trace these words ::mel sentences? Secondly. If by his 
second and tllircl specifications of the supposed "Ia:ws" which govern 
Planchette, he means to imply1:hnt H will not. tell, often tell, and tell 
with remarkable correctnes~, thiuga that were never known or dreamed 
of by tllc operator, the questioner, or any one present in visible form 1 

then he simply mistakes, as can be testified by thousands, in the most 
positive manner. Bnt the great essential question is, not so much 
whether answers given under such and such circumstances can be 
C<J7'l'ect, as whether answers and communications can be given at aU, 
which lurve 111) origin in the minds of the persons engaged iu the ex
periment, and which must hence be referred to some outside intel1igence? 

The writer under review, after all, acknowledges his incompetency to 
unraT"e1 this subject, by saying : 

"There arc mysteries in Planchettc. No one is ready to explain the 
mysterious connection between the mind and the little machine, but 
there can no longer he any doul>t that these curions phenomena, table
tipping and all, are produced l)y magnetism and electricity. ·. . . It 
is useless to ignore these things, or to laugh at them. It were better to 
account for them, and subject the influence to tlle power of man. . . . 
w·hen some scientific rnan will condescend to toy witll Planch~tte, we 
shall have the curtain drawn aside behind which the spirits have oper
ated these years, and tllis calamitous spirit-rapping mania will destroy no 
longer." 

One might almost regret that this latter thought did not occur to the 
'niter before he commenced his article, in whicll case, by a little patient 
waiting for this ideal and very condescending "scientific man," we 
might have been spared this diatribe of jumbled electricity, magnetism, 
will-power, opium, hashish, monomnnia, and driving wheels. 

ELECTRICITY HAS ~OTIIIXG TO DO WITH IT. 

From much and varied observation and experiment in reference to the 
performances of Planchette, and of kindred phenomena, now extemling 
m·er a period of about twenty yenrs, I here record my denial, in the 
most empllatic manner, that electricity or magnetism, properly so called, 
has anything to clo with the mystery at all, and call for the proof that it 
bas. That a certain psycho-dynamic agency closely allied to, and in 
some of its modifications perhaps identical with, Reichenbach's "Od,'' 
or oc1y1ic force, may have some mediatorial part to play in the affair, I 
do not dispute, nor yet, for the present, do I affirm. But though this 
agency has sometimes ber.n identified with what, for the want of a 
better term, has been called 11 animal magnetism," it has yet to be 
proved, I beUe,'e, tllat tllere are any of the properties of the mag
net, or of magnetism, about it, even so mucl.1 as would suffice to attract 
the most comminuted iron filings. It is remarkable t11at the assrrtion or 
hypothesis that e1ectricity or magnetism is concerned in the production 
of tile phenomena iu question, has never yet had an origin in any high 
scientific authority. This .is accounted for by the fact that those who are 
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properly acquainted with this agency, and who have the proper appara· 
tus a t their command, can demonstrate the truth or falsity of such a 
hypothesis with the greatest ease. For an experiment, place yom• Plan
chette upon a plate of glass, or some other non-conducting substance. 
Attach to it a common pith-ball electrometer, and then let your mcllium 
place his hands upon the board. If electricity equal to the force even of 
a small fraction of a grain passes from the medium to the board, the 
pith ball, to tl1at extent, will be deflected from its po::;ition. By means 
of the Torsion Balance electrometer, invented by Coulomb, the presence 
of almost the smallest conceivable ti·action of a grain of electrical force 
in your Plancbette or your table might be detected; and with these 
delicate tests within reach, tell us not that the movements in question 
are caused by electricity till you hav-e proved it positively and beyond 
all dispute. 

In the discussion of this electrical theory we have occupied more. 
space than we originally intended, but we have thought it might be for 
the interest of true science to exhibit, once for all, this ridiculous and y~t 
very popular fallacy, in its true light. 

THIRD-TirE DEVIL THEORY. 

T his theory, which appears to have many advocates, is well set fort.h 
in the following excerpts from an article published in the Philadelphia 
Universe, a Catholic organ: 

"Neither the sight of the eye, nor the touch of the hand, can discover 
the spring by which Planchette moves. Therefore it is not, in its move
ments, a toy. I t moYes- undoubteclly it moves. And how? Intelli
gently! I t answers questions of any kind put to it in any language re
quired. I t does this. This can not be done but by intelHgence. \Vall, 
by what description of intelligence? It can not be supposell that the 
Divine intelligence is the motive; for how can God be conceived to 
make such a manifestation of himself as Planchette exhibits? 

"A corresponding reason cuts off the idea that it is presided over by 
an angelic in telli~eucc; and it is evident to all that a human mind docs 
not control it. There is but one more character of intelligence- that of 
evil spi rits. T herefore P lanchette is moved hy the agents of hell. . . . 
But why shonltl the devil connect himself with Planchette? . · .. We 
suppose that the experienced scoundrel is read;r to clo anything human 
wickedness may ask h im when souls are the pnce of the condescension. 
B ut h is reresons for particular manifestations are of small importance 
here. F acts are facts, and the point is, that P1anchette is not a toy, that 
it is moved by au intelligence, and that the intelligence that moYes it is 
necessarily evil. We would therefore advise all who have a Planchette 
to builu for it a special fire of pitch and brimstone. . . . No one has a 
right to con'sult the enemy of God. They who do so are in danger of 
uecoming worshipers of the devil, and of dwelling with him for ever." 

This theory has at least the merit of being clear, definite, and easy to 
be understood, if it is not in a ll respects convincing. But here we llave 
au exemplification of the old paradox of an irresistible force coming in 
~ntact with an immovable body. The Catholic priest tells us that 



80 THE PLA.NCHETTE MYSTERY. 

Planchette is not a toy; that it mo¥es by an intelligence and volition 
that is not hqman; that its n10ving and directing power is of. the devil. 
The Hcv. Dr. Patton, in his article iu the Advunce (lleretotbre referred 
to), tells us that'' It is a philanthropic toy, which may be used to bring 
to light hidden connections of mind and body, and to refute the assump
tions of spiritism;" and the Rev. A. D. Field, iu his article in the Ladies' 
Repository, backs up Dr. Patton by saying, that it is "a, mere toy," "is 
no humbug/' is of " some use; "- and, concerning the devil theory of the 
geueral power which moves it and other physical bodies, he says: there 
is " too often the spirit of gentleness to make the theory acceptable." 
The "immovable body" here, is the authority of the Catholic priest; the 
"irresistible force" is the authority of our clerical brethren representing 
Protestantism; and after this fair impingement of the latter upon the 
former, we shall, perhaps, have to adopt a compromise solution of. the 
problem, by saying that the 11 immovable body" has been moved a little, 
and that the " irresistible force" has been resisted some. 

But this devil theory, if what the Bil.>le teaches us concerning that per
sonage is true, is encumbered with other difficulties; and the first of 
these is, that the devil, however wicked, is not a fool. If he should set a 
trap for human souls, he would not be so stupid as to tell them there is 
a trap there. \Vhen approaching human.l.>eings, he assumes, as the good 
book tells us, the garb of an angel of light; but it is not likely tba.t he 
would ever say he is the devil, as Planchettc sometimes does-at least 
until be felt quite sure of his prey. And again, when, in a case slightly 
parallel with cases sometimes involved in the question in hand, the cap
tious Pbarisees accused the Sa vi our of men of casting out devils by 
Beelzebub the prince of devils, he reminded them that a house or a king
dom divided against itself can not stand. Now Planchettc, I admit, is 
not always a sa.int-in fact, she sometimes talks and acts very naughtily 
as well as foolishly ; yet at other times, when a better spirit takes posses
sion of her, she is gentle, loving, well disposed, ancl does certainly give 
most excellent ad vice,-advice \Yhich could not be heeded without detri
ment to the devil's kingdom, and which, if universally followed, would 
work its overthrow entirely. It is inconceivable that Satan would thus 
tear down with one hancl what he builds up with another. But just at 
this point I wish to say, I think there is need of great caution in con
sulting Planchette on matters of a weighty or serious nature, lest one 
should extort from her mere confirmation8 of his own errors, either in 
doctrine or practice ; and that nothing should in any case be accepted 
from it that is repugnant to the established principles of the Christian re
ligion. But we are after the science of the thing now, and for the present 
that is our only question- a question, however, which the devil theory, 
as will appear from the foregoing, docs not seem fully to answer. 
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TIIEORY OF .A. FLOATING, A)tBIJThnr ~~T.A.LITY. 

It is supposed by those who hold this theory, or rather hypofuesis, 
that the assumed floating, aruuient mentality is an aggregate emana
tion from the minds of those present in the circle; that th is mentali ty 
is clothed, by some mysterious process, with a force analogous :o wha t 
it possesses in the li\'ing organism, by which force it is enabled, under 
certain conditions, to move physical bodies and write or otherwise 
express its thoughts; and that in its expression of the combined intelli
gence of the circle, it gciJcrn11y follows the strongest mind, or the mind 
that is otherwise uest qualified or conditioned to give current to the 
thought. Although the writer of the interesting article, entitled'' Plan 4 

chette in ,.,_ .J..Yeta Clulracter," in Putnam's Jfontltly for December, 1868, 
disclaims, at the commencement of llis lucubmtion, all theories on the 
subject, yet, after collating his facts, he shO'iYS a deciclrd Ienning to the 
foregoing theory as the nearest approach to a satisfactory explanation . 
"Floatit1g, combined intelligence urought to bear upon an inanimate ob
ject,'' u actin~ inte:llectnfil principle afloat in the circumambient air," 
are the cxprcs~ions he uses as probably affording some light on the sub
j ect. This b a thought un w llicl1, as concerns its main features, many 
others lla1e rested, not only in this country but in Europe, especially in 
England, as I am toltl by a friend wllo recently visited scveml sections of 

~ . . 
Great llrilain where forms of these mysterious phenomena p revail. 

The first t1illicnlty that stands in the way of this hypothesis is that it 
supposc~t:. a thing wllicll, if true, is quite as mysterious and inexplicable 
as the mystery which it purports to explain. How is it tha t an " intel
lectual principle" can detach itself from an intellectual being, of ~whose 

personalil) it forme<.l tlle chief ingredient, and become an outside, objec
t iYe, 11 floatihg/' and" circumambient" entity, with a capability of th ink 
ing, 'i\illing, acting, and expressing tllougllt, in whicll tile original 
possessor of the emanated principle often has no conscious participation? 
And after you have told us this, then tell us how the "inte11ectutl.l prin
ciple," not only of one, l.ntt of seural persons can eman ate from ·them, 
b ecome ·'floating" and "ambient," and tllen, losing separate identity, 
conjoin and form one active communicating agen t with tlle powers afore
said? And after you ha~e remo~ed from these mere assumptions the 
aspect of phygical and moral impossibility, you will have another task to 
pr-rform, and that is to show us bow tllis emanated," combined," " float
ing," " circumambient" in tclligcnce can sometimes assume an in<lividual 
and seemingly personal character of its own, totally distinct from, and, in 
some features, even antagonistic to, all the ch a racters in the circle in 
which the "emanation" is SUl)pose<.l to ha-ve its origin? 

I t is not denied now that the ans'i\ers ancl communications of P Jan
chettc (and of the intluence acting through other channels) often do ex
hibit a controlling influence of fuc mind of the medium or of other 
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persons in the circle. But no theory should ever be considered as ex
plaining a mystery unless it coYers the ulwle ground or that mystery. 
Even, therefore, should we consider the theory of the "floating intelli
gence" of the circle reproducing itself in expression, as explaining that 
part of the phenomenon which identifies itself with the minds of the 
circle (which it does not), what shall be said of those cases in which the 
phenomena exhibit characteristics which are sui generis, and can not pos
sibly have been derived from the minds of the circle? 

That phenomena of the latter class are sometimes exhibited is not only 
proved by many other facts that might be cited, but is clearly exemplified 
by this same writer in Putnam's .ilit.tgazine. The intelligence whose per
formances and communications he relates seems to stand out with a 
character and indiviclnrclity as strongly marked and as distinct from any 
and all in the circle as any one of them was distinct from another. This 
individuality was first shown by giving its own pet names to the differ
ent persons composing the circle-" Flirt," "Clarkey," "Hon. Clarke," 
"The Angel," and "S.tssiness." The young lady designated by tile last 
sobrt"quet, after it had been several times repeated, petitioned to be indi
cated thereafter "only by the initial 'S,'" which the impertinent sclib· 
bier accorded only so far as omitting all the letters except the fise S's, so 
that she was afterward recognized as " S.S.S.S.S." 

The writer further says : 
"It is always respectful to 'Ilou. Clarke,' and when pressed to state 

what it thought of him, answered that he was' a good skipper,' a repu
tation fairly earned by his capacity for managing a fleet of small boats. 
But we were not contented with so Yague an answ(·r, and our urgent de
mand for an analysis 0f his character produced the reply: 'A native 
crab apple, but spicy and sweet" hen ripe.' * * * \'ithen asked to go 
on, it wrote: 'Ask me Hon. Clarke's character again, and I will flee to 
the realms of imperishable woe; or, as Tabitha is '"here, say I'll pull your 
nose;' and on being taunted with its incapacity to fulfill the threat, it 
wrote: ' Metaphorically speaking, of course.' Not satisfied with. this 
relmff, on anotller occasion the subject ·was ngnin pursued, and the 
answer elicited as follows: 'Yes, but you can't fool me. I said n:t1 
once, and when I says nay I means nay.' (A mind of .its oum, then. 
:More than once it has lapsed into the same misuse of tl1e verb, as: ' 
not only believes it, but I knows it;' an<l agc.lin: 'You asks and I 
answers, because I am here.' * * * 

"Again, on being remonl'trated with for illiteracy, it defended itself by 
saying: 'I always was a bad speler' (sic); an orthographical blunder that 
no one in the room was capable of making. Rut on the "·hole, our 
Planchette is a scientific ann cnltivntecl intelligence, of more than aver
age order, though it may be, at times, slightly inaccurate in orthog
r2phy, and occasionally quote incmTectly; I mu&t even confess that 
there are moments when its usual elegance of cli<.:tion lapses into slang 
terms and abrupt contrnclictions. Bnt, after all, tlwugh we flatter our
selves that as a family we contain rather more than ordinary intelligence, 
still it is more than a match for us." 

Who can fail to perceive, from these quotations and admissions, the 
marked and distinctive individuality of the intelligence that was here 
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manifested, as being of itself totally fatal to the idea of derivation from 
the circle? 

But not only was this intelligence distinctiu, but in several instances 
even antagonil$tio to that existing in the circle, as in the case reported 
as follows: 

"Some c1ne desiring to pose this ready writer: asked for its t11eory of 
tl1e Gulf Stream; wllich it announced ·without hesitation to lle 'Turmoil 
in the water pr<•dttcecl by conglomeration of icebergs.' Objection was 
made that the" armth of the waters of tlle natural phenomenon rather 
contradicted this ori:2:inal view of the subject; to which Planchette 
tritt•ly respomled: 'Friction produces heat.' 1 But bow does friction 
produce heat in this case?' pnrsned the questioner. 1 Light a match,' 
was the inconsequent answer-Planchette evidently believing that the 
pupil was ig11orant of fir::.t principles. 'But the Gulf Stream fiows north; 
how, then, can the icehcr~s accumulate nt its source?' was the next inter
ro~atiou; which elicited the contemptuous reply: 1 There is as much ice 
n.nll snow at the ::-outh pole as at the north, ignorant Clarkey.' 1 But it 
flows frorn the Gulf of ::\lt'Xico?' pursued the undismayed. 1 You've got 
u1c there, tmless it flows underground,' 'vas the cool and unexpected re
tort; nnd it wound up by <lcC'lnring. sensibly, that, after a11, 1 it is a meet
ing of the north and ::;outh Atl::mtic currents, which collide, and the eddie 
(sic) runs northward.' [.At another time,] on being t\vice interrogated h. 
regard to a subject, it replied tartly:·' I hate to be asked if I am sure of 
a fact.'" 

No·w, what could bnve been this intelligence which thus insisted upon 
preserving and asserting its indiddnnlity so distinetly as to forbid all 
reasonable hypothesis of a compounded derivation from the minds of 
the cii:cle, even were such a thing possible? A fniry, perhaps, snugly 
cuddled up under the board so as to elude observation. Friend 
" Cla.rkey," try again, for surely this time you are a little befogged, or else 
the present writer is more so. 

" TO DAIMO!\ION " (THE DE.:\ION) • 

T here wns published, S('\eral years ago, by Gould & Lincoln, B oston, 
a li ttle work entitled: "To DAniO~ION, on THE SPmiTUAL M EDIUM. 

I ts nature illustrcdecl by tlte history of its unifonn mysterious manifestations 
tchen 1.mduly e:ccited. By TRAYERSE OLDFIELD." T his au thor deals 
largely iu quotations from ancient writers in illustration of his subj ect; 
and ns an attempt to explain the mysteries of clairvoyance, tr~nce, second
sigh t," spirit-knocking·s," intelligent mov-ements of physical bodies with
out hands, etc., his "\York has claims to our atten tion w hich do not 
usually pertain to tlle class of works to which it belongs. "'To Daimo
nion" (tlte demon), or the" spiritual mediuru," he supposes to be the spir
itus mundi, or the spirit of the nniYerse, which formed so large an element 
in the cosmological theories of many ancient philosophers ; and this, 
"when unduly excited" (wha.te\er that may mean), h e snpposes to be the 
me.lhun, not only of many psychic and apparen tly preternatural phe
nontena deseribed in the writings of all previous ages, but also Qf the simi· 
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lar phenomena of modern times, of which it is now 9.dmitted that 
Planchcttism is only one of the more recently developed phases. For 
some reason, which seemed ~atisfactory to ltim, but which we fear he has 
not made clear or convincing to the mass of his readers, this writer as
sumes it as more than probable that this 8piritus mundir-a living essence 
which surrounds and pervades the world, and even the whole universe
is identical with tile "nervous principle" which connects the soul with 
the bocly,-in all this unconsciously 1·eaffirming nearly the exact theory 
first propounded by l\Iesmer, in explanation of the phenomena of 
"animal magnetism," so called. Quotations are given from Herodotus, 
Xenophon, Cicero, Pliny, Galen, and many others, referring to phenomena 
well known in the times in which these several writers lived, and which 
he supposes can be explained only on the general hypothesis here set 
forth ; and in the same category of marvels, to be explained in tbe same 
way, he places the performances of the snake-charmers, clairvoyants, 
thought-readers, etc., of modern Egypt and India. 

This spi1itus rmundi, or "nervous principle," to which ,he supposes the 
ancients referred when they spoke of "the demon," is, according to his 
tlleory, the medium, or menstruum, by wllicll, under certain conditions 
of "excitement," the thougllts ancl potencies of one mind, with its affec
tions, emotions, volitions, etc., flow into anotller, giving rise to reflex 
expressions, whicb, to persons ignorant of this principle, bave seemed 
possible only as the utterances of outside and supermundane intelligences.. 
And as tllis smne spiritus ?nU'T.J,di, or demon, pervades and connects the 
mind equally with all pltysical bodies, in certain other states of "excite
ment" it moves those physicnl bodies, or makes sounds upon them, ex
pressing intelligence-that intelligence always being a reflex of the mind 
of the person who, consciously or unconsciously, served as the exciting 
agent. 

vVhatever elements of truth this theory, in a dijJ:erent mode of applica
tion, might be found to possess~ in the form in which it is here presented 
it is encumbered by two or three difficulties which altogether s€<.'111 fatal. 
In the first place, it wears upon its face the appearance of a thing "fixed 
up" to meet an emergency, and which would never have been thought 
of except by a mind pressed almost to n. state of desperation by the ·want 
of a theory to account for a class of facts. Look at it: "The spirit of the 
world identical with the nervous principle" !-the same," when undn1y 
excited," the medimH by which a mind may unconsciously move other 
minds ancl organisms, or even dea.d matter, in the expression of its own 
thoughts! Where is the shadow of proof? Is it anythiug more than the 
sheerest assumption? 

Then ngain: even if this mere assumption were admitted for truth, it 
would not account for that large class of fac~s referred to in the course of 
om· remarks on the" Electrical theory," unless this spi1·itus rmundi, demon, 
nervous principle, or spiritual medium, is made at once not only the 
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"medium," but the intelligent and designing SQurce of the communica
tion; for, as we have said before, it woulll be perfectly useless to deny 
that thoughts are sometimes communicated th10ugh the Plancllctte and 
similar channels, which positively never had any existence in tlle minds 
of any of the persons visibly present. 

And then, too, in relation to the nature of the demon, or clemons: 
the theory of the ancients, from whose representatiYc minds tllis writer 
has quoted, was notoriously quite different ft·om that \thicll he ha~ given. 
The ancients recognized good demons and evil clemons. The demon of 
Socrates i!t\'as regarded by him as an invisible, inc!iddual intelligence. A 
legion of demons were in one instance ca::;t out by Christ from the body 
of a man whom they had infested; we can lw.rdly suppose that these 
were simply a legion of "nervous principles" or "souls of the world." 
What those demons ·were really nnclersloOll to be in those dnys, may be 
learned from a passage in the addre~s of Titus to llis army, when en
camped before Jerusalem, in which, in order to remo'e from their minds 
the fear of death in battle, he says: 

"For what man of virtne is there who does not know that those souls 
which are severed from their fleshy bodies in bnttl0s by the sword, are 
received by the ether, that purest of elements, ancl joined to that com
pany which are placed among the stars; that they become good demons 
and propitious heroes, and sbuw themseh·es ns ~mch to their posterity 
afterward? "-Josephus, TVars Qj the J ews, B. VL, clzap. 1, sec. 5. 

Hesiod and many others might be quoted to the same purpose ; but let 
this suffice as to the character and origin of t11esc demons ; and it may 
suffice also for the theory of TQ JJaimonion, as to the particular mystery 
here to be explained. 

IT IS SO'llE PR:c\CIPLE OF NATURE AS YET IDifi.:~WWN. 

If tllere is any wisdom in this theory, it is so profound that we" don't 
' see it." It looks very much to us as though this amounted only to the 

saying that "all we know about the mystery is, tllat it is unknown / all 
tllc explanation that ·we can giv-e of it is, that it is inexplicable; and that 
the only theory of it is, that it has no theory." Thus it leaves tlw matter 
just ·where it was before, and we sllould not have deemed this saying 
worthy of the sliglltest notice hnd we not heard and read so much grave 
fli~cussion on the sul)ject, criticising almost every other tlleory, and then 
~oncluding witll the complncent announcement of the writer's or 
speaker's theory as superior to all others, that "it is some principle or 
fm·ce of natu1·e as yet unknown I " 

THEORY OF THE AGENCY OF DEP AnTED SPIRITS. 

This theory apparently has both merits and difficultie8, which at 
present we can only briefly notice. Among the strong points in its 
favor, the first and most conspicuous one is, that it accords with what 
this myste1ious intelligence, in all its numerous forms of manifestation, 
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has steadily, against all opposition, persisted in claiming fm· itself, from 
its first appearance, over twenty years ago, till this day. And singularly 
enough, it appears as a fact wllich, perhaps, should be stated as a portion 
of the history of these phenomena, that years before public attention and 
investigation were challenged by the first physical manifestation that 
claimed a spiritual origin, an approaching and general rcvisitation of de
parted human spirits was, in several instances, the burden of rema1·kable 
predictions. I have in my possession a little book, or bound pamphlet, 
entitled, "A Return of Departed Spirits," and hearing the imprint, 
"Philadelphia: Published by J. R. Colon, 203~ Chestnut Street8 1843," in 
which is contained an account of strange phenomena whicll occurred 
among .the Shakers at New Lebanon, N.Y., during the early part of that 
year. In the language of the author: "Disembodied spirits began to 
take possession of the bodies of the brethren and sisters; and thus, by 
using them as instruments, made themselves known by speaking through 
the individuals whom they had got into." The w1iter then goes on to 
describe what purported to be the visitations of hundreds in that way , 
from different nations and tribes that had lived on earth in different ages 
-the consistency of the phenomena being maintained throughout. I 
have conversed with leading men among the Shakers of the United 
States concerning this affair, and they tell me that the visitation was not 
confined to New Lebanon, but extended, more or less, to all the Shaker 
communities in the United States-not spreading fi·om one to another, 
but appearing nearly simultaneously in all. They also tell me that the 
phenomena ceased about as suddenly as they appeared ; and that when 
the brethren were assembled, by previous appointment, to take leave of 
their spirit-guests, they were exhorted by the latter to treasure up these 
tl1ings in their llCarts; to say nothing about them to the world's people, 
but to wait patiently, and soon they (the spirits) would return, and make 
their presence lmown to the world generally. 

During the interval between the autumn of 1845 and the spring of 
1847, a book, wonderful for its inculcations both of truth and error, was 
dictated in the mesmeric state by an uneducated boy-A. J. Davis-in 
which the following similar prediction occurs : 

"It is a truth that spirits commune with one another while one is in 
the body and the other in the higher spheres-and this, too, when the 
person in the body is unconscious of the inftux, and hence can not be 
convinced of the fact; and this truth will ere long present itself in the 
form of a living demonstration. .A..nd the \rorld wi.l hn.il ·whh delight 
the usherh1g in of that era when the interiors of men will be opened, and 
the spiritual communion will be establishe<l, such as is now being enjoyed 
by the inhabitants of .Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn."-Nat. Div. Rev., pp. 675, 
676. 

Eight months after the book containing tl1is passage was publi~hed, 
and more than a year after the words here quoted were dictated and 
written, strange rapping sounds were heard in an obscure family in an 
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obscure "Village in the "·estern part of :X ew T ork. On investigation, 
tbo~e sounds were found to be connected with intelligence, wllich, rap
ping at certain letters of the alphabet as it was called over, spelled sen
tence~. and clnimctl to be a spirit. The phenomena increased, assumed 
many otller forms, extended to other mediums, and rapidly spread, not 
only all o...-er this cmmtry, bnt over the civilized world. And wherever 
this intelligence has been interrogated under conditions which itself pre
scribes for proper ans'' ers, its great leading and persbtcnt response to 
the question, " '\\hat are you?" has been, " We are spil'its /" Candor 
also compels us to admit that this claim has been pcrseYeringly main
tained against tl1e combined opposition of the great mass of intelligent 
and scientific minds to wlwm the" orld has looked for its guidance; and 
so successfully has it been maintained, that its cou,·erts arc no\v num
bered uy millions, gathered, not from the ranks of the ignorant and 
superstitious, but consisting mostly of the intelligent and thinking middle 
classC's, and of many persons occupying the highest positions in civil and 
social life. 

At first its opponents met it with e.xprcssious of utter contempt and 
cries of "humbug." )Iuuy ingenious and scientific persons volunteered 
their efforts to expose tlle "trick;" am.l if they seemed, in some instances, 
to meet with momentary success in solving the mystery, the next day 
would bring with it some ttelo form of the phenomenon to which none of 
their theories would apply. Beiug finally discouraged by repeated fail
ures to explain the hidden cause of these wonders, they withdrew from 
the fie ld, and for many) cars allowed tile matter to go by default; and 
only within the last twelYcmouth has iu\e!:>tigatiou of the subject been 
re-arouged by the introduction into this country of the little instrument 
called "the Planchctte "-an instrument which, to our certain knowl
edge, was used at least len years ago in France, and that, too, as a sup
posed means of communicating witll departed spirits. 

T his little board has been welcomed as a" toy" or a" game" into thou
sands of families, without suspicion of its having the remotest connection 
with so-called " Spirituali~m." The cry has been raised, 

"Quidquid id est, timeo Danaos et dona ferentes,, 

but too late! T he Trojan walls are e\erywhere down; the wooden 
h orse is already dragged into the city with all the armed heroes con
cealed in its bowels; the battle has commenced, and must be fough t out 
to the bitter end, as best it may be; and in the numerous magazine and 
newspaper articles that have lately appeared on the subj ect, we have 
probnbly only the beginning of a. clash of arms which must terminate one 
way or auother. 

Should our grave and learned philosophe-rs find themselves overcome 
by this little three-legged spider, it "'ill be mortifying; but in order to 
avoid that result, we fear they will have to do better than they have done 
yet 
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On the other hand, before the Spiritualists can be allowed to claim tlle 
final \ ictory in this contest, tlley should, it seems to me, be required to 
answer tlle following questions in a mnnncr s:ltisfactory to the llighcst 
inte11igcnce and the better moral and religions ~eusc of the community: 

Why is it that "spirits, communicating through your mediums, by 
P lanchette or otherwise, can not relate, plainly nnd circumstantially, any 
required incident of tlleir Ji\·cs, as a man wonld relate his llistory to a 
friend, instead of dealing so much in Yague and amlJignons generalit ies, 
as tiler almost always do, and tllat, too, often in the b:ul grammar or 
bad spelling of tlte medium? Or, as a question allh.'d to this, why is it 
that what purports to be the same spirit, gcncrnlly, if not alzrays, fails, 
when trial is made, to identify himself in the srnne rnrwner tllmt1gll any 
two different mediums? Or, as another question still allied to tlleabo\'e, 
why is it that your \YclJstcrs, Clays, Cnlhonn5-\1 antl others, speaking 
through mediums, so unh·crsnllx giYe the idea that thr.y llave cleteriorntccl 
in intclled since tlley passed into the spirit-'\ orltl '? ..And why js it that 
so little discourse or writing that possesses re.ll merit, and so mnch thut 
is mere drivel, has come through your me<linms, if :pirits are the anthors? 
And why does it so often hnppen that tl1C spirib-if they ore spirits
can not communicate nnytlling except what is already in the mind of the 
medium, or at least of some other perso11 11rcsent? It does not qnite 
answer these questions to say that the medium is "wulez-eloped/' unless 
you explain to us precisely on what principle the unclcn:lopment affects 
the case. A speaking-trumpet may be "UlllleYcloped "-cracked or 
wanting in some of its parts, so as to dete1 iorntc the sound made through 
i t; but we sllould at lcnst expect that a. man speaking througll it wonlu 
speak his own thoughts, and not the thoughts of the trnmpct. 

And then, looking at this ~uhject in its moral and social aspects, 
tile question should be answered; \Yhy, on the supposition thnt these 
couununicatior.s really come from immortal spirilR, ltaYe they made so 
little progress, during the twenty years that they lwve been with us, in 
elevating the moral and social standard of humnu nnture, in making 
better husbands and wiycs, parents and children, citizens and philan
thropists, in drawing mnnkind together in harmony and cbarity, and 
founding and endowing great institutions for the elevation of the race? 
Ratller may we not ask, in all kindness, \Yhy i!; it tllnt the Spiritualist 
community ltas been little more tbau a. Babel 11·om the beginning to tllc 
present moment? 

Or, ascending to the class of tllemes that come under the head of 
R elig ion : ' Vby is lt that prayer is Ro generally iguored, nnd the worship 
of God regarded as an unworthy superstition? \Yhy is it that in tlle 
diatribes, dissertations, and spe<.:chcs of these who profess to act under 
the sanction of the "!'pirits," we h!'tT"e a reproduction of .:;o much of tho 
slang aud r ibaldry of the infidels of the last century, and of the German 
R ationalism of the present, which is now being rejected uy the Germans 
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themselves? And wl1y is it that in tllcir references to the great lights of 
the world, 1•;e so often have Confucius, Jesus Christ, and William 
Shakspeare jumbled np into indistinguisballility? 

I do not sur that all these questions may not be answered consistently 
with the claims of the ~piritual hypothesis, l.mt I do say that before our 
Spiiitualist fi·iemls can have a Tight to expect the better portion of man
kind to drink down this draft of philosophy \rhich they ha\e mixed, they 
must at least satisfy them that there is no poison in it. 

Having thns exhibited these several theories, and, to an extent, dis
cuss<•ll them pro et contra, it is but fair that we should now ask Planchette 
-nsiug that name in a liberal sense-what is Iter theory of the whole 
matter? Perhaps it may l;c said that after raising this worl<l of curiosity 
and clonl>t in the pllblic miud as to its O\Tn origin t:llld true nature, we 
have some sembhlnce of a right to hold this mysterious intelligence re
spon::;i!Jle for a solution of the difficulty it bas created; and perhaps if 
we are a little skillful in pnttiug our questions, and occasionally call in 
the aid of Pl:mchette's brothf·rs and sbters, and otller members of this 
mysterious family, 1\'e may o!Jtain some satisfa.ctory results. 

PL~L""\CIIETTE's OWN TllEORY . 

• 
Planchette is inte1Jigcut; she can answer questions, and often answer 

them correctly, too. On what clnss of subjects, then, might she be es::
peeted to give nnswers more generally correct than those which relate 
to herself, especially if tile questions be asked in a proper spirit, and un
der such conditions as are claimed to be reqni:"ite for correct responses? 
Following t11e snggetition of thi~ thought, tlle original plan of this essay 
Juts bcca somewhat modified, au<l a careful consultation instit1.1ted, of 
which I here submit the results: 

Inquirer. Planchette, excnse me if I now treat yon as one on whom a 
little responsibility is supposed to rest. Au exciter of curiosity, if as iutelli
grnt as you appear to !Je, slwuhl be able to satisfy curiosity; an<l a crea· 
tor of doubts may be presumed to have some ability to solve doubts. 
itiay I not, then, expect from you a solution of the mysteries -which have 
thus fnr enveloped yon? 

Plancltette. That will depend much upon the spirit in which you may 
interrogate me, the pertint>nce of your questions, and your capacity to 
interpret the answers. If yon propose a serious nnd careful consultation 
for really useful purposes, tllcre is another thing which you should uncler
stancl in lhe commencement. It is that, mving to conditions and htw·s 
w hich may yet. be explained to you, I shalllJe compelled to use your own 
mind as a scafl'c1cling, so to spenk, on which to stand to pass you tlown 
the truths you mny seek, and which are above the reach of your own 
mind alone. Keep your mind unperturbed, then, as well as intent upon 
your object, or I can do but little for you. 

L T he question which stands as basic to all others which I wish to 
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ask is, What is the nature of this power, intelligence, and will that com· 
municntes with us in this mysterious manner1 

P. It is the reduplication of your own mental state; it is a spirit; it is 
the whole spiritual world; it is God-one or all, according to your con
dition and the form and aspect in which you are able to receive the 
communication. 

L That is covering rather too much ground for a beginning. For deft. 
niteness, suppose we take one of those points at a time. In saying, " It 
is a spirit.," do you mean Lhnt you yourself, the immediate communicating 
agent, are an intelligence outside of, and separate from, myself, and that 
that intelligence is the spirit or soul uf a man who once occupied a phys
ical bo<ly, as I now do? 

P. That is what I assert-only in reaffirmation of what the world, in 
explanation of similar phenomena, bas been told a thousand times befc)re. 

L Excuse me if I should question you a little closely on this point. 
There are grave difficulties in the way of an acceptance of this theory. 
The first of these is the prima facie absurdity of the idea. 

P. Absurdity! How so? 
1. It is so contrary to our ordh1ary course of thought; contrary, I may 

say, to our instincts; con tTary to what the human faculties would natu
rally expect; contrary to the general experience of the world up to this 
time. In fact, the more highly educated minds of the world have long 
agreed in classing the idea as among the grossest of superstit ions. 

P. If you would, in })lace of each one of these assertions, affirm directly 
the contrary, you ·would come much nearer the truth. It is certain that 
the highest minds, as well as lbe lowest, of all ages and nations, with 
only such exceptions as prove rather than disprove the rule, have confi· 
dcntly believed in the occasional interposition of spirits in mundane affairs. 
True, there are in this age many of the class which you call tl1e "more 
highly educated minds," who. spoiled l>y reasonings merely sensual, and 
hence necessarily sophistical, do not admit such an idea; but do not even 
these generally admit that there it~ an invisible world of spirits? 

L Most of them do; all professing Christians do. I do, certainly. 
P. Let me test their consistency, and yours, then, by asking, Do they 

and you hold that one and the same God made all worlds, both natural 
and spiritual, and all things in them? 

L Of course tlley do; how otherwise? 
P. Tllen, seeing that you acknowledge the unity of the Cause of all 

worlds a:ncl all tllings in them, you must acknowledge a certain union of 
all these in one universal system as the offspring of that one Cause, must 
you not? 

L Yes; I suppose the totrtlity of things, natural and spiritual, must be 
acknowledged lS forming, in some sense, one united system, of diverse 
but mutually correlated parts. 

P. Please tell me, then, how there can be any united system in which 
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the component parts, divisions, and subdivisions, down even to the most 
mi11ute, are not each, neces:-arily and always, in communication with all 
the others, either immediately or mediately? 

I. I see the point, and ackno·wleclge it is ingeniously murle; but do 
you not Ree that the argument fnil::> to meet the "hole difficulty? 

P. ·what I do see is, tllnt in admitting a. connection of any kind, 
whether mediate or immediate, between the natural ancl spiritual "·orJds, 
you admit that a communication between the t"YO worlds-hem·6 be
tween all things of one and all tllings of the other; llence between the 
intelligent inhabitants of one and those of the other-is logicall~·uot only 
po~dble but prolmb1e, not to ~ny certain: and in this aclmis~ion yon yield 
the point under immediate discussion, nnd Yirtunlly concede that tlle 
idea of spirit-communication is nl)t only not absurd, lmt is, indeetl, among 
the most reasonable of things, to "·hiclt ignot·n.nce and materi::lli$tic prej
udice alone have gh-en the aspect of absurdity. 

I. \Ye11, there is something in thnt whicli looks like argument, I must 
admit. · 

P. Can you not go a little farther and admit for establi~hecl fact , 
p roYcd by the testimony of the Book from whicl1 you derive your relig
ions faith, that communications between spirits and mortals hn\e some
timt>s taken place? 

L True. but the llible calls the spirits thus communicating," f.'lmiliar 
spi rits," and those who have dealings "·ith them," witches, nnd "wiz
ards," and forbids the practice untlcr severe penalties. llow docs lhat 
sound to you, my ingenious friend? 

P. The way yon put it, it sonmls as though yon did not quite nncler
stnn<l the full scope of my question; but no matter, since it is at once a 
proof and an acknowledgment on your part that spirits have communi
cated w ith mortals-the essential point in dispute, "·hich "·hen once a<lruit
ied will render further reason ings more plain. Let me asl\: y011, bow
ever, w as not the practice of consulting Hunilim· spirits th3t ig forbidden 
m the Bible, a practice that was common among the heathen nations of 
those times? 

I. It wa~, and is spoken of as such in several pa!'sng()s. 
P. D id not the heathens consult fnmili;u· spirits as pett.y <lhinities, or 

gods, and as snch. follow their sayings and commands implicitly? :md 
would not the Israeli tes to ,yhom the Old Te~tnmcnt was addressed have 
Yiola ted the first command in the decalogue by adopting this pmcticc? 
and was not thut tile reason, ancl the only reason, why the practice was 
forbidden ? 

L T o each of those questions I answer, Yes, certainly. 
P. D o the Old or :Xew T estament writings anywl1ere command us to 

al.Jstain from all intercourse with spiri ts ?- or from any intercourse which 
would not be a violation of the command, " Thou shal t have no other 
Gods before me?" 
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L Really I do not know that the Bible contains nny such command. 
P. Do you not know, on the contrary, tl1nt spirits other than those 

called "familinr spirits," often did communicate, and with apparently 
good and legitimate purposes, too, with men whose names are mentioned 
ju the Bible? 

L \Yell, I must in candor say that there were some cases of that kind. 
P. l\Iay you not, then, from all this lcam a rule which wi11 always be 

a safe guide to you iu respect to the matters under discussion? I submit 
for your consideration, tbat that rule is, "Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares." But 
even if the "strangers'' that. may come to you, either· of your own world 
or t11C spirit-world, should prove to l>e ~~angels," do not follow them im
plicitly, or in an lmTensoning 1nauner, nor ·worship them as gods, for in 
so doing you would render yourself amenable to the law agttinst having 
dealings with "familiar spirits.'' 

L I must admit that your remarks thro'Y a some"· hat new light on 
the suuject, and I do not know that I can dispute what yon say. But 
even admitting all your strong points thus far, the spirit-theory of P lau
chettism and other and kindred modern wonders remains encumbered 
with a mass of difficulties which it seems to me must be removeclucfore 
it can be considered as having mnch claim to the credence of good and 
rational minds. On some of these points I propose now to question you 
somewhat closely, and shall hope that you will bcnr with me in the same 
patience aTtcl candor which yon have thus far manifested .. 

P. Ask your questions, and I shall answer them lo the best of my 
abiUty .. 

THE RATIONAL DIFFICULTY. 

L T he difficulties, as they appear to me, nre of n. threefold character
Rational, .1l:foml, and Religloul?. I begin with the first, the Rational Diffi 
culty. And fc,r a point to start from, let me ask, Is it t.rue, as generally 
held, that when a man becomes disencumbered of the clogs and h inder
ances of the flesh, and passes into the spirit-wor1d- especia11y into the 
realms of the jnst-his intellect becomes more clear and comprehensive ? 

P. That. is trne, as a ~e11 eral rule .. 
L How is it, then, that in returning to communicate with us mortals, 

the alleged spir its of men "·ho were great and wise while living on the 
earth, almost uniformly appear to h::n·c degeneratc(l as to theit· mental 
faculties, being seldom, if ever, nble to produce anything above medioc
rity? And why is it that the speaking and writing purporting to come 
from spirits, are so generally in· the bad grammar, bad spelling, and other 
distinctive pcculin.ritieR of the style of lhe medium, and so often express 
p1 ecisely what tho medium knows, imagines, or surmises, and nothing 
more? 

P. That your questions h ave a certain degree of per tinence, I must 
admit ; but in making this estimate of the intelligence purporting to 
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come from the spiritual world, have you not ignored some things which 
candor should ha\"e cornpcllc<l you to take into the account? Think for 
a moment. 

L \\rell, perhaps I ought to .. have made an exception in your own 
favor. Your communication with me thus filr has, I must admit, been 
characterized by a remarkaiJle breadth and depth or intelligence, as well 
as ingenuity of argument. 

P. And ·what, too, of the style and merits of the communications pur
porting to come from spirits to other persons and through other chan
nels-nrc they not, as an almost universal rule, decidedly superior to any
thing the medium cou](l produce. unaided by the influence, whatever it 
may be, which acts upon him? 

I. Perhaps they nrc; inllccd, I must admit I hnve known many 
instances of alleged 5pirit-communications which, though evidently 
stnmpNl with some of the characteristics of the medium, were quite 
above the normal cnpacity of the lntter; yet in themseln~s considered, 
tlle.v were generally bencnth the capacity of the licin[J man from whose 
disembodied spirit the) pmportctl to come. 

P. By just so much, tlu n, a:-; the production giYcn through a medium 
is ele' a ted above the meuinm's normnl cnpncity, is the influence wltich 
acts upon him to be crt'Clited \\ ith the character of that production. 
Please make a note of this point gained. And now for the question why 
these comtmmicntions should he tinctured with the characteristics of the 
medium at nll; and why ~pirit'S can not, as a general rule, communicate 
to mortals their own norma] intelligence, freely nncl "·ithout obstruction, 
as man communicates" ith man, or spirit with spirit. But tltat we may 
be enabled to make this mystery more clear, we had better attend first to 
another question which I see you hat"e iu your mind-the question as to 
the potential agent used by spirits iu making coullllnuications . . 

TITE MEDIIDI:-TIIE DOCTRDIE OF SPIIERES. 

L Tbat is what we are anxious to understand: electricity, magnetism, 
ocly1ic fiH·ce, or whate-ver you may know or believe it to be- give us all 
tlw light you can on the suhjcct. 

P. Ptoperly spe3king, neither of these, or neither without important 
qualifications. Preparatory to the true explanation, I wi11 Jay the foun
dation of a new thought in your mind by asking, Do you know of any 
body or organism in nature-unless, indeed, it be n deacl body- ·which 
bas not something answering to an atmosphere? 

I. l t has bern said by some astronomers that the moon bas no atmo· 
sphere; though others, again, ha\e expressed the opinion that sbe bas, 
mcleccl, an atmosphere, but a Yerr rare one. 

P. Precisely so; and as might ba,·e been expected from the rarity of 
her ntmosphere, she has the smallest amount of cosmic life of any plan
etary uody in the solar system-only enough to admit of the smallest 
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development of T"egetable and ~mirna1 forms. Still, every sun, planet, 01 

otller cosmic body in space is generally, ::tnd every regularly constituted 
form connected with that body is spccipcal1y, surrounded, and nlso per
vaded, by its own peculiar :mel characteristic atmosphere; and to this 
universal ru1e, minerals, plants, animals, man, and in their own cleg1·ee 
even the disembodied men wl10m you call "spirits," form no excE:ption. 

L Do you mean to say that man and spirits, and nlso the lower living 
form!'-1, nre snrroumled by a sphere of air or wind like the atmosphere of 
the earth, but yet no part of that atmosphere? 

P. The ntmospheres of other bodies than planets are not air or wind, 
IJ\1t in thdr substances are so different from what you know as the atm~ 
spheres of plnnets as not to bnve anything specifically in common with 
them. The specific atmospllercs of flowers, aucl when excited by fric
tion, those also of some metals, and even of stone crystal~, are often per
ceptible to the ~euse of smell, and are in that way distinguishable nut 
only ti·om the attnosphere of the eartll, but also from the atmospheres of 
each other. But Jil'Opcrly speaking, the psychic a1.tra surrounding man 
and spirits sllould no longer be called an atmosphere, that is, an ldorn-.'(phere 
or sphere of atoms, but simply a" ~phere ;" for it is not atomic, that is, . 
material, in its constitution, but is a spiritual substance, and as such ex
tends indefinitely into space, o1· ratlJ.er has only an indirect relation to 
space at all. Nor is the atmosphere, as populDrly understood, the only 
enveloping sphere of the earth, for beyond and pervading it, and pen"ad
ing also even all solid bodies, is a sublime interplanetary substance called 
" ether," tbe vehicle of light, and next approach to spiritual substance ; 
while all bodies, solid, liquid, a11d gaseous, are also pervaded by electricity, 

L All that is interesting, but the subject is i1ew to me, and I would like 
to have some farther illustration. Can you cite me some familiar fact 
to prove that man is actually surrounded and pervaded by a sphe1·c such 
as yon describe? 

P. I can only say that you are at times conscious of the fact yourself, 
as all persons are who are possessed of an ordinary degree of psychic sen
sitiveness. Does not even the silent presence of certain persons, th<.,ugh 
entire strangers, affect you with an nncomfortable sense of repulsion, per
haps embarrassing your thoughts and speech, while in the presence of 
otlH·rs yon at once feel perfectly free, easy, at home, and experience even 
a marked and mysterious sense of congeniality? 

I That is so; I have ofteu noticed it, but never could account for il. 
P. Farther than this, have you not at times wlJ.en free from external 

disturbances, with the mind in a revery of loose thoughts, noticed the 
abrllpt intrusion of the thought of a person altogether out of the line 
of your previous meditations, and then observed that the same person 
wonlcl come bodily 1uto your presence very shortly afterward? 

1. I have, frequently; the same phenomenon appears to have been 
noticed by others, and is so common an occunence as to have given rise 
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to the well-known slang proverb," Speak of the devil and he will always 
appear." 

P. Jugt so; but s till furth er : Have you not personally known of in· 
stances, or been credibly iuformed of them, in which mntnally ;;<ympa
thizing friends of higlJly scnsitiYe organizations were mysteriou~ly and 
correctly impr<>ssed with each other'~ general condition5l, even "\Then long 
dis1ances apart, am1 -without any external communication? 

L I have heard and rcacl of many such cases, but conlclllave scarcely 
believed them had I not had some experience of the kind myself. 

P. There must, then, be here some medinm of communication; that 
medium i:- evidently not anything coguizal>le to eitber of the fi1e outer 
senses. ·what, then, cnn it be but the <.:o-rclatcd spheres of the two per
sons, which I lHn-c al ready tolu yon arc not atomic-not material but 
spiritnal, and as such h:wc little relation to space? 

L That idea, if true, looks to me to be of som.e iinportance, nnd I 
would like you, if yon can, to show me clearly what relntion these 
u spheres," as you call tht·m, hm·e to the spiri tnal nat nrc of man. 

P. Consider, then, the primal meaning of the word "spil"it : " I t is 
derived from the Latin Rpi;·itw~, the basic meaning of -which is breath, 
wind, nir-nenrly tlle same idea tllat :n>n nttach to the wowl "atmosphere." 
So the Greek wore\ pneuma, also tran:-;lntccl "spirit.,, means precisely the 
same thing. The same mennh1g is like'\\i~e attnched to the Hebrew 
word 'I'Uaclt, also som etimes translated ''spirit." X ow, cnrrying- ont this 
use of terms, the wiml, air, or n.tmo~phcre of the earth (inclndir1g the 
ether, electiicity, and other impondernule clements) is the spirit of the 
earth;* the atmosphere of any other body, grcnt or small , iR the ~pilit of 
that body; the atmosph ere, or rathrr sphere, being now without atoms, 
of a man, considered ns an intellectual and moral being, is tbe spirit of 
that man; tJ1e sphc:·e of a discmlwclied man or soul is the ~pirit of that 
man or sonl; and so the Infinite arrd Eternal Sphere of the Deity which 
pervades nncl controls all creations both in the spiritual nncl nn.tura.luni
vcrse, is the Spirit of the D eity, wlJich in the Bible is called the Holy 
Spirit. 

L Well, those ideas seem singularly consi~tent with themselves, to say 
the least, however iwvel they may appear. Bnt now another point : Yon 
have said tbut atmospheres or spheres surround and pen·acle all bodies, 
unless, indeed, they be dead bodies-attributing, as I understand yon, a 
kind of cosmic 1ife to plants, antl a mineral life to minerals, as well as a 
Yegetahle and animal life respecth·ely to vegetables nncl animab; do you 
mean by tllat to intimate that the Sl)here is the e:f!'ect or the C::t?.lSe of the 
living body? 
· P. Of each living material form, the sphere, or at least some spl.terc, 

wus the ~ause. l\Iatter, considered simply hy itself, is dead, and cnn onl.r 

*Query : llaYe we here tbe spiritus mundi of the old philosophers? 
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live by tbe influx of a surrounding sphere or spirit. It may be said at 
the last synthesis, that the general sphere C\<.>n of each microscopic mo
nad that is in process of becoming vitalized, as \Tell as of the great neb
ulous mass that is to form a universe, is the Spirit of the Infinite Deity, 
·wuich is present with atoms in the degree of atoms, as well as "\Yith worlds 
in the degree of worlds. This Spirit, as it embodies itself in matter, be
comes segregated, finited, and incliviclualizecl, and forms a specific soul, 
spirit, or 8phere by h:;clf, now no longer dcific, but always of a nature 
necessarily corresponding to tbe peculiar form and condition of the mat
ter in which it becomos embodied. Life, therefore, is not the result of 
organization, but organization is the result of life,'' hich latter is eternnl, 
never having bad a beginning, and never to have au end. Some of yom 
scientific men have recently discoYercd what they have been pleased to 
term" the physicallJasis of life," in a microscopic and faintly vitnl sub
stance called protopla:srn, which forms the material foundation of all 
organic structures, both in the vegetable and animal kingdoms. They 
have not yet, ho\Yever, discovered the source from which the life found 
in this substance comes-which would be plain to them if they under
stood the doctrine of spheres and inftn:x: as I have here given it. 

I. I thank you for this profoundly suggestive thought, even should it 
prove to be no more than a tlwught. But please now show us ·what bear· 
ing all this has upon the quPstion more particularly before us-the ques
tion as to the medium and process through which this little board is 
n'oved, the tables are tipped, people are entranced and made to speak 
and write, :mel all these modern wonclE'rs arc produced-also how and 
why it is that the alleged spirit-communications are commonly tinctured, 
more or less, with the peculiar characteristics of the human agents 
through whom they are giv<>n? 

P. Yon now have some idea of the doctrine of spheres; you wi11, how
ever, understand that the spheres of created ueings, owing to a unity of 
origin, are universally co-related, and, under proper conditions, can act 
and renct upon each other. Yon have before had some true notion of 
the laws of 'mpport, '"hich menus relation or con·es})Ondence. Yon "·ill 
understand, further, that there can be no action between :my two things 
or beings in any department of creation except as they are in rapport or 
con·c8ponclence with each other, and that the action can go no farther 
tban the1·apportor correspondence extends. Now, two spirits can always, 
when it is in divine order, readily communicate with each other, because 
they can alway'S bring themselves into direct '}'(tpport nt some one or more 
points. Though matter is widely discretccl from spirit, in tllat the on<: is 
dead and the other is ali"\'"e, yet there is a certain corre~ponclence between 
the two, and betweeL. the degrees of one and the degrees of the other; 
and according to th1s correspondence, relation, or 1·apport, spirit may act 
upon matter. Thus your spirit, in all its degrees :mel faculties, is in the 
closest ?'apport with all the degrees of matter composing your body, an(l 
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for this reason alone it i<~. alJlc to mol'e it as it docs, which it" ill no longer 
be ntJle tO do Whf'll that 1'1 1 >1J,t1l't jg UC~troyrd hy Whflt you call death. 
Through your body it is t n mpport with, and is alJlc to act upon, sur· 
rounding matter. It~ then, you are in a suscPptible condition, a spirit 
cnn not only get into 'rnpport with your spirit, and throngh it with your 
~lOdy, and control its mot ions, or even suspend your own proper action 
and external consciousnc-,s hy entrancement, llut if you nrc at lhe same 
time en ?·apport with this lit tle board, it can, through contact of your 
hands, get into rapport \\ i th tltat, nnd moYc it "ithout any ..:!Onscious 
or \olitional agency on your pnrt. Furthermore, under certain faYOrn· 
ble comlitions, a spirit may, througll your sphere and "body comlJine<l, 
come into J'appo1't eYen with th<' spheres of the ultimate particles of ma· 
tcrial bodies ncnr you, and thence with the particles nncl the whole bodies 
themselves, and may thus, cYen without contact of your hands, move 
them or make sounclR upon them, as bas often been witnessed. Its 
action, howe\ cr, as before said, ceases where the rapport ceases; and if 
communications from really intcllit,cnt spirits lulYc sometimes been 
defective as to the quality of the int('lligcncc manifested, it is because 
there has been found notllin~ in the medium which could be brougllt 
into Tupport or corre~ponll!•nce with the more elcYated ideas of the 
spirit. The spirit, too, in frcqncnt instanceR, is unable to prevent. its 
energizing influences from being clin.'l·tcd by the reactive power of the 
meclium, into the channels of the imperfect types of thought and expres
sion that are established in his mind, and it is for this simple reason that 
the communication is, as ) ou say, often tinctured with the peculiarities 
of the medium, and enn sometimes is nothing more than a reproduction 
of the mental states of the hltter, perhaps greatly intensified. 

L If this tlleory, so far seemingly l'ery plan~ihle, is really the correct 
one, it ought to go one l;)tcp farther, and explain the rnany disorderly 
un,intelligil>le rappings. thumpings, throwing of stones, hur1ing of furni· 
turc, etc., which often haYc l?Ccurrecl iu the presence of particnlar per
sons, or at particular places.* 

P. Those are manifes ations ·which, when not the designed work of 
evil spirits, lun·e their proximate source in the drcam·region which lies 
between the natural and ~piritnnl worlds. 

L Pray tell us what you meau by the dream-region that lies between 
tbc two worlds? 

P. 'l'hcre are sometimes conditions in which the body is profoundly 
asleep, witllno perturbations of tlle nen·ons ~ystem caused by ptevious 
mental and physical exrrci...:.c. In this state the mind may still be per· 
fectly awnkc, nntl indepentkntl~T,. cunsciously, nnd c\·en iutcn!Sely active. 
\fllcn thus comlitioned, it may he, and often is, among spirits in tlle 

* See an :lrticle el'titled "...:1 Remarkable Ca.'fe of Phy.,lcal Plten<Jmena," in the Allant&4 
Monlhl!J for August, lSGS. 
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spiritual world, though from the nature of the case it is seldom able to 
bring back into the bodily state any reminh:cences of the scenes of that 
worlll. The dream state, properly speaking, is not this, but a state inter
mediate between this and the normal, wal{eful state of the bodily senses, 
and is a state of broken, confused, irrntionnl, inconsistent, and inespon
sible thoughts, emotions, and apparent actions-the whole arising from 
confusedly intermixed bodily and spiritual states and influences. The 
potential spheres of spirits who desire to make manifestations to the 
natural world sometimes become commingled, designedly or otherwise, 
with the spheres of persons in the body who, in consequence of certain 
n ervous or psychlc disorders, are more or less in this dream-region even 
when tbe body is so far awake as to be en 1·apport with external tbings; 
and· in such cases, whatever. manifestations may arise from the spiritual 
potencies with whicll such persons are surcharged, will of necessity be 
beyond the contt:ol, or possibly even beyond the cognizance, of any 
governing spirit, and will be irrational, inconsistent, and sometimes very 
annoying, or even destructive, according to the types of the dreamy 
m en tality of the medium. If you ~' ill think for a moment, you will 
remember that the kind of manifestations referred to are never known 
to occur except in the presence of persons in a semi-somnambulic or 
highly hysterical state, or laboring under some analogous nerYous disor
ders; a.'9-d the persons are often of a low organization, and very igno1~ant. 

THE l\IORAL AND RELIGIOUS DIFFICULTY. 

L I am constrained to say, my mysterious friend, that the novelty and 
ingenuity of your ideas surprise me. greatly, and I do, in all candor, 
acknowledge that you have skillfully disposed of my objections to the 
spiritual theory of these phenomena on 'l'atiopal grounds, and explained 
the philosophy of this thing, in a manner 'iYbich I am at present unalJ1e 
to gainsay. I must still llesitate, however, to enroll myself among the 
converts to the spiritual theory unless you can 1·emove another serious 
objectiou, which rests ou moral and 1·eltgious grounds. From so import
ant and startling a dcYelopment as general open communications from 
spirits, i t seems to me tllnt \re would have a right to expect some con
spicuous good to mankind ; yet, although this thing has been before the 
world now over t\vent.y years, I am unnblc to sec the evidence that it 
has wrough ~ any improvement in the moTal and social condition of the 
converts to its claims. Pray, how do you nceonnt fm· that fact? 

P. ~Iy friend, tuat question should be addressed to the Spiritunlists, 
not to me. I will say, however, that this whole snbjet:t, long as it has 
been l>cfore the worlcl, is still in a chaotic state, its Jaws have l>een very 
little understood, and c\'en its essential obj<'cts and uses luwe been very 
much misconceived. I may ad<l that, from its very nntur<', its real prac· 
tical fruits as well as Hs true philosophy mnst necessarily be the growth 
of a considerable period. of time. 
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L I will not, then, press the objection in that form. When we look , 
however, at the Religious tendencies of the thin~, I do not th ink we find 
m uch protri.se of the" practical fruHs " whicll you llere intimate may yet 
come of it. I lay it down as a proposition which all history proves, lhat 
Infidelit.y, in all its forms, is an enemy to the human race, and that it 
never has done or can do anybody any good, but always has done and 
must do harm. But it is notorious that the spirits, if they be such, with 
their mediums and disciples, ha,·e genemlly (tllough not u ni-versally, I 
grant) assumed au attitude at least of apparent hostility to almost eyery 
thing pecn1iar to tlle Cllristian religion, and most eswntial to it, and are 
constantly reiterating the almost identical ribaldry and sopl1istry of the 
infidels of the last century. How shall a good and Christian person who 
knows and ha::; felt the truth of the Yital principles of Christianity become 
a Spiri tu:1list '"'bile S11iritnalism thus denies and scoffs at doctrines which 
he feels and knows to be true? 

P. T h e point you thus make is apparently a. very strong one. But let 
me ask, Can you not conceive tllat there may be a difference between the 
mere " ·ord-tear.hing 0f Spiritualists and even spirits themsel-ves, and the 
r eal teaching of Spiritualism as such? that is to say, bet,veen mere verbal 
utterances and phenomcnnl demonstrations? For illustration, suppose 
a man asserts at noonclny that there is no sun, does he teach you there is 
no sun? or does he teach yon thnt he is blind? 

L That he is ulind, of conrse. 
P. So, then, when a spirit comes to you and asserts that there is no 

God-it is seldom that tlley assert that, but we ~wm take an extreme case 
- does Le teacll you that there is no God, or does he teach you that he 
himself is a fo0l? 

L 'V"ell, I should say he would teach the latter ; but what use would 
the knowledg-e tllat lle is such a. fool be to us? 

P. I t is one of the important proYidentia1 designs of these manifesta
tions to tench mankind that spirits in general maintain the characters 
that tlley formed to themselves during their earthly life-that, indeed, 
they are the identical per:"ous they were while dwelling in tlle flesh
hence, that 'rh ile there are 1ust, truthflll, wise, and Christian spirits, there 
are nlso spirits addicted to lying, profanity, obscf'nity, misch ief, and vio· 
knee, and spirits wllo deny Goct and r~_;_gion, jnsL as they did while in 
your " ·oriel. It. has ~Pcome rery necessary for mankind to know all this ; 
i t cer tainly cou.d in no mher way be so effectually macle known as by 
au actual mnuife-station of it ; ami it is ust as necessary that you should 
see the dark side as tile Dl'(r;ht side o. the pic ture. 

L Y ct a person a heady atlopting, or predisposed to adopt, any false 
doctrine nsser tt·d by a spirit, would, it ~eems to me, be in danger of re
ceiving the spirit-assertion as rcerually true. 

P. That is to say, a person already in, or inclined to adopt, the same 
error that a spirit is in, would be in danger of being confirmed, for the 
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time being, in that error, by listening to the spirit's asseveration. This, I 
admit, is just the effect produced for a time by the infidel word-teaching 
of some spirits upon thost3 alrwd,lf em bracing, or inclined to embrace, in
fidel sentiments. But if yon will look beyond th1s superficial aspect of 
the subject at its great phenomenal and rational teachings, 1 think you 
mll see that its deeper, stronger, and more permanent tendency is, not to 
promote infide1ity, but ultimately to destroy it for ever. I haTe said be
fore, that the real object of this development has been very much mis
conceived; I tell you now that the great object is to purge the Chnrch 
itself of its latent infidelity; to renovate the Christian faith; and to bring 
theology and religion up to that high standard which "·ill be equal to 
the wants of this age, asH certainly now is not. 

L Plancbette, you are now touching upon a delicate subject. You 
should know that we are inclined to be somewhat tenacious of our theo
logical and religious sentiments, and not to look with favor on any inno 
vations. Nevertheless, I am curious to know how you justify your
self in tl.tis disparaging remark on the theology and religion of the 
day? 

P. I do not mean to be understood that there is not much that is true 
an.d good in it. There is; and I would not by a single harsh word wound 
the loving hearts of those who have a spark of real religious life in them. 
I wouid bind up the bruised reed, rather than break it ; I would fan the 
smoking flax into a flame, rather than quench it. This is the 8entiment 
of aH good spirits, of whom I trust I am one. But let me say most emphat
ically, that you want a public religion that will tower high above all other 
influences whatsoever; that will predominate over all, and ask favors of 
none ; that will unite mankind in charity and brotherly loYe, and not 
divide them into hostile sects, and that will infuse its spirit into, and thus 
give direction to, all 'social and political movements. Such a religion the 
world must have, or from this hour degenerate. 

L \Vhy might not the religion of the existing churches accomplish 
these results, provided its professors would manifest the requisite zeal 
and energy? 

P. It is doing much good, and might, on the conditions you specify, do 
much more. Yet the public religion has become negath·e to other influ
ences, instead of positive, as it should be, from which false position it can 
not be reclaimed without such great and vital impro\ements as woulu 
almost seem to amount to a renewal ab ovo. 

L Ou what ground do you assert that the religion of the day stands in 
a position "negati~e" to other influences? 

P. I wiB answer by asking: Is it not patent to yon and a]] other intelli
gent persons, that for the last hundred years the Christian Uhurch and.the
ology ha~e been standing mainly on the defensiYe against the assaults of 
materialism and the encroachments of science? Has it not, without 
adequate examination, poured contempt on Mesmerism, denounced Phre-
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nology, endr?avored to explain away the facts of Geology and some of the 
higher branches of Astronomy? Has it not looked "ith a jealous eye 
upon the progress of science generally? and has it not been at infinite 
labvr in merely defcncling the ldstol'y of the life, miracles, death, and res
urrection of Christ, against the negations of materialists, which labor 
might, in a great measure, have been saved if an adequate proof could 
ha\e been g-i\en of the po" cr and omnipotent wo1·king of a present 
Christ? And what is the course it has taken with reference to the pres
ent spiritual mnnifc·~tationg, the elailllS of which it can no more over
throw than it can drng- the sun from the firmament? Now a true 
church-a church to which is g-iven the power to cast out devils, and 
take up serpents, or drink :my df'aclly thing, without being harmed-will 
always be able to st:mcl on thC' ag-gressive against it~ 1'ertl spiritual foes 
more than on the mere defensive, and !n no cnsc will it CY<?r tum its back 
ton fact in science. Its powrr "ill be the power of the Tioly Spirit, and 
not the power of worhll? wealth and fashion. \Yllen it reasons of 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment, Fdh "ill tremble, hut. it will 
never tremble before Felix, lest he withdraw his pntronap:e from it. 

L I admit that the (hcts you stnte ahout the Church's warfare in these 
latter days have not the moqt fitvornhle a~prct.; hnt how the needed ele
ments of theology and religion nrc to be supplied by demonstrations 
affor<lecl by theRe lutter-dny phenomena, I do not yet quite see. 

P. If religious teachers '"ill but stndy th<'sc f;lcts, simply as facts, 
in all the different aspects which they lun c presented, from their first 
appearance up to this time- study them in the snme spirit in which the 
chemist Rtndies affinities, cquiYnlcnts, and isomeric compounds-in the ' 
same spirit in which the a~tronom<>r obsen es plnnets, suns, and nehnlrc
in the same spirit in "hich the microscopist ~tndies Inonnd~. blood-discs, 
ancl protoplasm- always hospitable to a new fact, always willing to give 
up nn old error for the sake of a new trntb; never receiving the mere 
dicta either of spirits or men as absolute authority, b11t always trusting 
tl1e guidance of right reason where"'er she may lead--if, I say, they will 
but study these g reat latter-day s igns, proYitleutial warnings and moni· 
tious, in this spirit, I promise them that they ~hall soon :find a 1·ational 
and scirnt({ic ground on which to rest every real Christian doctrine, from 
tbe Incarnation to the crown of glory-miracles, the regeneration, the 
resnrrection, and all, with the great advantage of having the doctrine of 
immortality taken out of tlle sphere of faith and marle a fixed fact. Fur
thennore, I promise them, on those conditions, that they sl1a1l hereafter 
btt able to lead science rather than be dragged along unwillingly in its 
trnil; and then science will be forever enrolled in the service of God's 
religion, ancl no longer in that of the world's mnteria1ism and infidelity. 

L Planchette, your communication bas, upon the whole, been of a 
most startling chat·acter; tell me, I pray you, what do you call all this 
thing, and what is to come of it? 
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W1I.AT THIS :MODERN DEVELOPMENT IS, .Al\'D WIIAT IS TO CO~IE OF IT. 

P. Can you, then, l:>ear an announcement still more startling lhan any 
I have yet made? 

L I really know not i I will try; let us have it. 
P. \Veil, then, I call it a Fourth Great Divine Epiphany or :1\Ianifesta· 

tion ; or what you will perhaps better understand as one of the develop
ments characterizing the beginning of a Fourth Greut Divine Dispensa· 
tion. Wllat is to come of it, you will be able to judge as well as I when 
yon understand its nature. 

L What! so great an event hr.raldecl by so questionable an instrument· 
:1.lity as the rapping and table tipping spirits? 

P. Be calm, and at the same time be humble. Remember that it is 
not unusual for God to employ th~ foolish tlJings of this world to con
found the wise, and t'lJat when He comes to visit His people, He almost 
always comes in disguises, and sometimes even "as a thief in tlle night." 
Desides the spirits of which you speak are only the rou~h but very use
ful pioneers to open a highway throngll wlJich the King is coming with 
innumerable hosts of angels, who, indeed, arc already near you, though 
you see them not. It is, indeed, an hour of temptation tlJat hns come 
upon all the world; but be watchful and true, prayerful anti faithful, and 
fear not. 

L Please tell us then, if you can, something of the nature and objects 
of this new Divine Epiphany "·hich you announce; and as you say it is 
a. Fou1·th, please tell us, in brief, what were the preceding Tlt1·ee, the times 
of their occ.urrence, and how they are all distinguished from each other. 

P. The Fb·st appenle(l only to the affections and the inner sense of the 
soul, and was the Dispensation of the most nncient Church, ·when God 
walked with man in the midst of the garden 9f his own interior cleligbts, 
and when "Enoch walked with God and was not, for God took him." 
But as this sense of the indwelling presence of God was little more than 
a mere emotion, for which, in that period of humanity's chilclhoocl, there 
was no adequate, rational, and directive intelligence, men, in procc·ss of 
time, began to mistake m:ery <lelight as being diYine and holy; thus they 
justified themselves in their evil cle~ights, or in tlJe gratification of their 
lusts and passions; considering even these as all <livine. [The "sons of 
God" marrying the "daughters of mcn."-Gen. vi. 2-4.] And as they 
possessed no adequate reasoning faculty to which appeals might be made 
for the correction of these tendencies, an<l thus no ground of reformation, 
the race gradually grew to such a towering height of wickedness that 
it had to be almost entirely destroyed. The &cond age or Dispensation, 
commencing with Noah, was distinctively charactcrize€1 by the more 
special manifestation of God in outward types and shadows, iu the adyta 
of temples and other consecrated places and things, from which, as 
representative seats of the Divine Presence, and through inspired men, 
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were issued lall'l. to which terrible penalties were annexed, as is exempli
fied by the law issued from }fount Sinai. Tile evil pa~sions of men were 
thus put under restraint, and n rational faculty of discriminating between 
right and wrong-that i~:~ to say, a Con.'lcience-was at the same time de
veloped. Dut tile sophi~tical use of these types and shadows (of which 
all ancient mythology is un ontgrowth), nnd the accompanying perver
sion of the general conscience of mankind, graclunlly generated Idolatry 
and ltfttgic with all their complicated evils, agaiu~t which the J ewislt 
Church, though belon)!in~ to the same general Di.;;pensntiou, was ~pecially 
instituted to react. Furthermore, as tile mere re~tlaints of penal law 
neces~nril:r impl~· the cxi..;tcncc in man of latent C\ ils upon which the 
restraint is impo~ctl, it is manifest that snell a. dispen~ation alone could 
not bring lJuman uatnrc to a stnh' of perfpction; ancl c:.o a Third was in
stituted, in n·hich God ?rtts uwni.fi8ft'll in tlu• fll':~ll. That is to say, He 
became in~arnntc in one man "ho wa:; so con::.titntcd ns to embody in 
himself the qunlitath·c totality of Unman X:Hnr<>, that through tllis one 
.l'Ian as the HcaJ of the Dotly of '' llich other men were the subordinate 
organs, lie migut heconw united with all other:-;-so that by the spon
tmwous mo>ings of ·ltc lh·ing Cllri'-t within, :mel tim~ in perfect freedom, 
tlJC•y might live tlJc c.li' llle life in their very tl<·~h ly nature, pre\"ionsJy t11e 
source of all sinful ln~b. but no\\·, together '' ith the inner man, \YhoJJy 
regenerated and made anc". Here, then, is a Trin£(11 of Dhrine manifes
tations, to the corre~pondin.g trinne dcg:ree~ of the nature of man-the 
mncr or alfectional tle,!!rcc, the intcrmetliatc, rational, or conscience de
gree, and tlle external, or sen~uons degree. 

But while tllis ·was all that '' ac; nece..-:sary a" !l ,!p·ound for the perfect 
union of man with Gt>cl, in the g-raduated triune llef.!rees here mentioned, 
and thus an that was uccbsary for his pcrsonnl salYation in a sphere of 
being beyond nnd abo\ e the c•arthy, it '"a.; not all that was necessary 
to perfect his relntwn~ to the great nn<l mysterious realm of forms, 
materials. and forces \\ llich constitute the theater of his em·thly struggles ; 
nor ~ras it quite all that was nece~sary to pr<,ject and catTy into execu
tion the plan of that true and divine ~tructure, order and government of 
human society which might be appropriately termed "the kingdom of 
llcaYcn upon earth; wherefore you have no"-, according to a d i'\ine 
promise frequently repeated in tlJe :Xew Testament, a Fo.urth Great 
Di due :J[anifestation, which prm·es to l>e a lll!lnifcstation of God in uni
fJe1·sal science. 

L Bnt that "Fou1'th .:Jlanifestation" (or "second coming," as we are in 
tlle llabit of calling it), whi<:h was promised in the Kew Testament, was 
to he attended with imposing phenomena, of wl1ich "·e haYe as yet seen 
nothing. I t was to be a coming of Christ'' in tile clouds of heaven, with 
power ancl great glory," nnd tl1e resurrection of the dead, the final judg
ment, etc., were to occur at tile same time? 

P. Certainly; but you would not, of course, insist upon putting a 
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strict ly literal interpretation upon this langnag<', :mel thus turning it into 
utter nnd sen~eless alhlll'llity. The 1'ertl '·lte.rt£ n, is not that boundary 
of your vision in upper space which you call the· sky, but the interior and 
liYing reality of things. The "clolld~, that arc meant are not those 
sheets of con<lensccl aqueous ,·apor wbich fiont nho,·c your bea<l, but the 
material coatings which llave hitllerto obscnr<·d il\tcrior realities, nn<l 
through \Vhich the Divine Logos; the " Sun of Highteousness/' is now 
breaking with a u pow<'r, which moyes <lend mnttc-r without Tisible 
bands, nnd n·ith a" great glory," or light, wll ich re\ f'als a spiritual world 
within the natural. The" Ro.lnTecfi,,n n i~ not the OJWning of the literal 
gnwes, and re-assembliug of the identical fle::.h, hlood, and bones of dead 
men and nations which, during hunclrecls nntl C\ en lhou~an<ls of yean~, 
have been combining and re-combining with the universal clements; uut 
it is the re -establishment of the 1ong-suspen<1cd l'tln tions of spirits with 
tlle earthly sphere of being, hy which tllc.r are eunhiNl to freely manifest 
themselves again to their frirn<ls in the earthly lift•, :mel often to rcceire 
grent bcnt'fits in return; and if you do not yet see, as accompanying and 
growing out of all tltis, tllc beginning of an ordc>nl that is to try son l~, 

institutions, creeds, churche;-;, and nations, as uy fire, you had better wnit 
awhile for a more full exposition of the" la:5t judgment_!' People shoulu 
learn that tlle kingdom of God comes not to 01dwa1'd but to in1et1rcl 
observation, and that n.s fbr the prophetic words which have been spoken 
on this subject," they a re spirit, antl they arc life." 

L And what of the ch:mged aspects of science that is to grow out of 
this alleged peculiar Divine manifestation? 

P. To a nswer that question ful1y would reqniJ:e yolumes. Be content, 
then, for the present, "it h the follcnring brief " ·ords: llitherto science 
bas been almost wholly materialistic in its tc>ndencieR, having nothing to 
d o with spiritual things, bu t ignoring and casting doubts upon them; 
while spiritual matters, on the other hand, bavc been regarded by the 
Church wholly as matters of fait.ll with wllicll science has nothing to tlo. 
But through these modern rnnnifestations, God is proYidentiaHy fnrnish· 
ing to tl.le world all tlle elements of a spiritual science which, when 
establisllecl and recognized, will be the stand-point from \Vll ich all physi· 
cal science will be viewed. I t wm then be more distinctly known tba( 
all external and visible forms and motions originate from indsiblc, spir
itual, and ultimately divine causes; that between canse and effect there 
is always a necessary and intimate con·eiipondence ; ttnd h ence that thtj 
wl10lc outer universe is hut the symbol and sm e index of an invisible 
and vastly more real universe within. From this unita1·y basis of thought 
the different sciences as n ow conectly um1erstood may be eo·relnted in 
harmonic order as One Grancl Science, the kno1rn of "hich, by the rule 
of correspondence, will lead by easy clews to the 1.mkno2t:-n. The trne 
structure and government of human society will be clearly binted by 
the structure and laws of llic universe, and especially by that microcosm, 



THE PLAXCHETTE :\IYSTERY. 105 
or little uniYerse, the human orgm1izntion. AH the great stirring ques· 
tions of the day, inclmling the qu~stion~ <>f suffrage, woman's right~. il.J.e 
relations uetwccn labor and c~apitul, autl the questions of general politi· 
cui reform, will be put into the way of an easy and ~pecd.r solntiun; and 
mankind '\rill uc u::;bered into the light of a origllter day, socially, politi
~ally, aud religion~ ly, than has eYer yet clu\\·netl upon the worl<l. 

L Jiy i1nisi1Jie ti·ieml, the wonderful nature of yonr rommunicatiou 
exci tes my curiosity to know your nnme ere we part. \Yilt you have the 
kimlness to gratify me in this p:uticular? 

P. That I may not do. ..;\ly name is of no consequence in nny respect. 
Desides, if I shoultl gin~ it, you might, uncon~ciously to yonrself, be in
.fiuenccd to attach to it the "·eig-ht of n. personal authority, -which is spe
cially to l>e aYoidecl in communications of this kiud. There is nothing 
to prevcn t deceiving spirit:; from assuming great nnmes, and you have 
no way of holding them re:--ponsible for their ~tn tements. '\Vith t hinl~ers
mind:; that arc developed to a Yigorons maturity-the truth itself should 
be its ouly and ~utnciC'nt authority. If whnt I hnxe told you ap]1ears 
in trinsically rationaL logical, scientific, in harmony with known facts, 
aUti appeals to your con,·ictions \Yith the force of truth, accept it; if not, 
reject it; out I at1Yise you not to reject it before g iving it a canditl and 
carefnl examination. I ma._y tell you more at some future time, ou t for 
the present, farewell. 

COXCL USIO:X. 

Here the interview ended. It was a part of my original plnn, after 
reviewing various theories on tllis mysterious subject, to propound one 
of mr own; but tllis interview with Planchctte h as changed my mind. 
I confess I am amazed and confounded, and have nothing to say. The 
commencl~ble motive which the invisible iutelligence, whate\cr it may 
be, assigned in the last paragraph for refnsing to give its name, also 
prompts me to withhold my own name from this publication for the pres
ent, and like,vise to abstain from the explanation I intended to give of 
certain particalars as to the manner ancl circumstances of this communi
Gfttion. On its own intrinsic merits alone it slwuld be permitted to rest; 
and as I certainly feel that my own conceptions have been greatly en
largecl, not to say that I lHwe been greatly instructed, I give it for th in 
the hope that it mny have the same effect upon my readers. 



HOW TO \\TORK PLANCHETTE . ___ _. ___ _ 
WE have received letters from tliffereut persons who have tried Plan· 

chette, but failed to make her work. Onr correspondents wish to know 
the reason of the failure, and what conditions must be complied with 
on their part to remedy the difficulty. \Ve reply by the insertion of tlle 
following rules, which should be read in connection with the descriptive 
parag1·aph near the commencement of tllis pa.mplllet: 

RULES TO llE ODSEltYEn IX USI:\G PI.~A~CHETTE. 
For some persons (strong magnetizers). "Planchettc" moves at once, and for one 

E-UCh person it moYes rap1dly and writes distilJCtly. With such a person it ig not nee· 
e~~ary for allot her to put tbeir bauds on ; it will operate alone for them, and better than 
with two perl!ous. 
It has been noticed that one pair of male and one pair of female bands form a more 

pct·fect Battery to wot·k •· Pl:lllcbette" thun two males or two females would do. 
It has abo been noticed that one light nud one dnrk complexioned person are better 

th:m two light or two chtrk ptw::;ous would be together; a!:So, that two females, with 
their hand8 on together, are better than the band:s of two males would be. 

If, nfter ol>:,:enil1g these rules, "Plauchette" should refuse to write, or move, differ
ent persons 1m1st try nutil the necessary Battery is formed to make it operate. (It is 
here remarked that the :wera~e nnml>er of persons able to work" Planchette" is about 
five to eight; but it is still pos~ible, but improbable, to bnYe an assemblage of eight 
persons and not any be able to make •· Planchette" go.) After it is asce1tained ·who 
are the p1·oper person~ to moYe "Planchettc," uo end of fun, amusement, and possibly 
inf\truction, will be afforded. 

According to the experience of the present writer, t11e proportional 
number of those for whom Planchette will work promptly, and from 
the first, is not quite so great as here giYen. But by perseverance 
through repeated trials, under the right mental and physical conditions, 
most persons may at lcugth obtain responsive movements, more or less 
satisfactory. Planchette, howev_er (or the intelligence ·which moves 
her), likes to be treated with a decent respect, and has a repugnance 
to confusion. Ask her, therefore, none but respectful questions, and 
only one of these at a time.~· and when there are several perseus in the 
company anxious to obtain responses, while one is consulting let all the 
others keep pe7feetly quiet, and each patiently await his turn. A non
compliance with these conditions generally spoils the experiment. 



SPIRITUALISM. 
BY 1\IRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. 

[The following was written for, and published in the Christian Union. It was re
plinted in TnE PnRENOLOOICAL JoURNAL in 1870. We pre,.ent it here, as in some 
mca:!ure explanatory of all the matter which precedes it. There are many who do not 
accept an tbat is <..!aimed to be true, in ~lodern Spiritualism, who will entertain t he 
moderate Tiews cxpre.~sed by The Author of Uncle To!Il's Ca.bin. EDITOR.] 

I T is claimed that tl1ere are in the United States four million ~piritual· 

ists. The perusal of the advertisements in any one of the weekly news
papers devoted to this subject will show that there is a. s.vstem organized 
all over t he Union to spread these Rentiments. From fifty to a hundred, 
and sometimes more, of lecturers advertise in a single paper, to speak up 
und down the laud; and lyceums -progressive Jyceums for children, 
spiritual pic-nics, and other movements of the same k ind, are advertised. 
'rhis kind of th ing has been going on from year to year, and t he indi· 
cations now are that it is increasing rather than diminishing. 

I t is claimed by t he advocates of these sentiments that the number of 
those who boldly and openly profess them is exceeded by th e greater 
number of those \Yho are secretly con vinced, but who are u nwilling to en
counter the degree of obloquy or r idicule which they would probably 
meet on au open avowa l. 

All these t hings afford matter for grave thought to those to whom none 
of the great and deep movements of society are indifferent. \ Vhen we 
think how very tender and sacred are the feelings with which this has to 
do--what power and permanency they always must hM•e, we can not but 
con~ider such a movement of society entitled at least to the most serious 
and thoughtful consideration. 

Our own country has just been plowed and Sfamed by a cruel war. 
The bullet that has pierced thousands of fait.hful breasts has cut tbe 
nerve of life and hope in thousands of homes. What yearning toward the 
invisible ~tate, what agonized longings must have gone up as the sound 
of mournful surges, during these years succeeding the war! Can we 
wonder that any form of religion, or of superstition, which professes in 
the least to mitigate the anguish of that cruel separation, and to break 
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that dreadful silence by any voice or token, has hundreds of thousands of 
disciples? If on review of the spiritualistic papers and pamphlets we find 
them full of vague wander!ngs and wild and purposeless flights of fancy, 
can we help pitying that craving of the human soul which all this re
presents and so imperfectly supplies? 

The q uestiun ari:ses, lias not the Protestant religion neglected to pro
vide som~ portion of the true spiritual food of the human soul, and thus 
produced this epidemic craving? It is often held to be a medical fact 
that morbid appetites are the blind cry of nature for something- needed 
in the bodily system which is lacking. The wise nurse or mother does 
not hold u p to ridicule the poor little culprit who secretly picks a hole 
in tl1e plastering that he may cat the lime; sbe considers within herself 
what is want.ing in this little one's system, and how this lack sha11 be 
more judiciously and safely supplied. If it be phosphate of lime for the 
bones whieh nature is thus blindly crying fur, let us give it to him more 
palatab'y and under more attractive forms. 

So with the epidemic craYiogs of human society. The wise spiritual 
pastor or master woold inquire what is wanting to these poor souls that 
they are thus with hungry avidity rushing iu a certain direction, and de
vouring with unhealthy eagerness all manner of crudities and absurd
ities. 

May it not be spiritual food, of which their mother, the Church, has 
abundance, which she bas neglected to set before them? 

Now, if we compare the religious teachings of the present century 
with those of any past one, we shall find that the practir.al spiritualistic 
belief taught by the Bible has to a great extent dropped out of it. 

Let us b egin with the time of Jesus Christ. Nothing is more evident 
in reading his life than th:tt be was acting all the time in view of unseen 
and spiritual influences, whicb were more pronounced and operative to 
him than any of the msible and materialistic phenomena of the present 
life. Tn this resvcct the conduct of Christ, if imitated in tho present day, 
would subject a man to the imputation of superstition or credulity. He 
imputed things to the direct agency of invisible spirits acting in the af
fairs of life, that we, in the same circumstances, attribute only to the 
constitutional liabilities of the individual acted upon by force of circum
stances. 

As an example of this, let us take his language toward the .Apostle 
Peter. With the habits of modern Christianity, the caution of Christ to 
Peter would have been expressed much on this fashion : " Simon, Simon, 
thou art impulsive, and liable to be carried away with sudden impres
sions. The Jews are about to make an attack on me which will endan
ger thee." 

This was the exterior view of the situation, but our Lord did not take 
tt. He said, "Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to haYe tLee that he 
may sift thee as whe~t; but I ha\e prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 
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not." This Satan was a per~on ever present in the mind of Christ. He 
was ever in his view as the invisible force by which all the visible antag
onistic forces were ruled. When hi:1 disciples came home in triumph to 
relate the successes of their first preaching tour, Christ said," I beheld Sa
tan as lightning fall from heaven.'' \Vhen the Apostl~ Peter rebuked 
him for prophesying the tragical end of his earthly career, Christ an
swered not him, bnt the invisible spirit whose influence over him here
cognized : '' Get thee behind me, Satan ! Thou art an offense unto me." 

\Vhen the Saviour's last trial approached, he announced the coming 
crisis in the words, "The prince of this world cometh. and hath nothing 
in me.'' \Yhen l1e gave himself into the hands of the Sanhedrim, .he 
said,'' This is your hour and that of the powers of darkness." When dis
puting with the unbelieving Jews, he told them that they were of their 
father, the devil ; that be was a murderer from the beginning, and abode 
not in the truth ; that when be spoke a lie he spoke of his own, for he 
was a liar, and the father of lies. 

In short, the life of Christ, as vil:'wed by himself, was not a conflict 
with enemies in tl~.ejieslt, but with an invisible enemy, artful, powt'rful, 
old a:') the foundations of the world, and ruling by his influences over 
e\'il spirits and men in the flesh. 

The same was the doctrine taught by the Apostles. In reading the 
Epistles we see in the strongest language how the whole visible world 
,-,as up in arms against them. St. Paul gives this catalogue of his phys
ical and worldly sufferiugs, proving his right to apostleship mainly by 
perseverance in persecution. "In labors more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft; of the Jews five times 
received I forty stripes sa-ve one; thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I 
stoned; thrice have I suffered shipwreck-a night and a day have I been 
in t.he deep. In jourue:·ings often, in perils of water, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wildt-rness, in perils among false brethren." 

One would say with all this, there was a sufficient array of physical 
and n9.tural causes against St. Paul to stand for something. In modern 
language -yea, in the language of good modern Christians-it would 
be said" 'Yhat is the use of taking into account any devil or any invisi
ble spirits to account for Panl's trials and difficulties ?-it is enough that 
the whole world has set itself against what he teaches-Jew and Gentile 
are equally antagonistic to it." 

But St. Paul says in the face of aU this, "We are not wrestling with 
flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers and the leaders of the 
dark.ness of this world, and against wicked spirits in high places;" and 
St. Peter, recognizing the sufferings and persecutions of the early Chris
tians, says, " Be sober, Le vigilant." ·why ? "Because your adversary, 
the devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may de
vour." 
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Iu lik~ manner we find in t11e discourses of our Lord and the Apostles 
the recognition of a counteracting force of good tipil·its. When ~athaniel, 
one of his early disciples, was astonished at his spiritual insight, he said 
to him, 11 Thou shalt sec greater things than these! Hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of 
man." \Vben he spoke of the importance of Jitt.lo children, he announc
ed that each one of them had a guardian angel who beheld the face of 
God. "~hen he was transfigured on the Mount, Moses and Elijah ap
peared jn glory, and talked with him of his death that he was to accom
plish at Jerusalem. In the hour of his agony in the garden, an angel 
appeared and ministered to him, When Peter drew a sword to defend 
him, he said," Put up thy sword. Thinkest thou that I can not nuw pray 
to my Father, and he will give me more than twelve legions of an!!cls?" 

Thus, between two contending forces of the invisible world was Chris
tianity inaugurated. During the primitive ages the same language was 
used by the Fathers of the church, and l1as ever since been traditional. 

But we need not say that the fashion of modern Protestant theology 
and the custom ofmodern Prostestant Christianity have been less and less 
of this sort. 

\Ve hear from good Christians, and from Christian ministers, talk of 
this sort : A great deal is laid to the poor devil that he never thought of. 
If men would take care of their own affairs the devil will let them 
alone. \Ye hear it said that there is no evidence of the operation of in
visible spirits iu the courRe of human affairs. It. is all a mere matter of 
ph.\ sica], mental, and moral laws working out their mi3sion with un
varying. certainty. 

But i~ it a fact, then, that the great enemy whom Christ so constantly 
spoke of is dead? Are the principalities and powers and rulers of the 
darkne~s of this world. ·whom Paul declared to be the real opponents 
that th~ Christian l1as to arm against, all dead? If that great enemy 
whom Christ declared the source of all opvosition to himself is yet liv
iD$!, with his nature uncl1anged, there is as much reas')n to look for his 
action behind the actions of men and the vail of material causes as there 
was in Christ's time; anu if the principalities and powers antJ rulers of 
the darkness of this world, that Paul speaks of, ha\'e not died, then they 
are now, as they were in bis day, the principal thing the Christian should 
ke,·p in mind and against which he should arm . 

. And, on tbe other hand, if it is true, as Christ declared, that every lit
tle cllild in llim has a guardian angel, who always beholds tbe Father's 
face ; if, as St. Paul says, it is true that the ang- .:~1s all are" mini~tering 
spi'rits: sent forth to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation," 
tb(·n it follows that ev .. ry one of us is being constantly watched over, 
cared for . ..varned, guided, nnd ministered to by invi.,.ible spirits. 

Now let us notice in what regions and in what classes of mind the mod
ern spiritualistic religion has most converts. 
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To a remarkable degree it takes minds which have been denuded of all 
faith in spirits; minds wh~ch are empty, swept of all spiritual belief, are 
the ones into which any amount of spirits can enter anrl take possession. 

That is to say, the human son], in a state of starvation for one of i.ts 
normal and most necessary articles of fm.1d, devoUis right and left every 
marvel of modern spiritualism, however crude. 

The old ange1ology of the Book of Daniel and the Re"t"elation is poeti
cal and grand. Daniel sees lofty visions of beings embodying all the grand 
forces of nature. He is to1d of invisible princes who rule the destiny of 
nations! :Michael, the guardian prince of the Jews, is hindered twenty
one days from coming, at the prayer of Daniel, by the conflicting princes 
of Media and Persia. In the New Testament. how splendid is the de
scription of the angel of the resurrection ! ''And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, and the angel of the Lord descended from heaven and 
came and rolled back the stone from the door and sat upon it! His coun
tenance was as the lightning, and his raiment white as snow, and for fear 
of bim the keepers did shake and beco::ne as dead men." \Ve have here 
spiritualistic phenomena worthy of a God-worthy our highest concep:
tions-elevated, poetic, mysterious, grand I 

I 

And communities, and systems of philosophy and theology, which have 
explained all the supernatural art of the Bible, or which arc always apol
ogizing for it, blushing for it, ignoring and making the lea~t they can of 
it-such communities will go into spiritualism by hundreds and by thou
sands. Instead of angels, whose countenance is as the lightning, they 
will have ghosts and tippings and tappings and rappings. Instead of the 
great beneficent miracles recorded in Scripture, they will have senseless 
clatterings of furniture and breaking of crockery. Instead of C';hrist's 
own promise, "He that keepeth my commandments, I ·will love him and 
manifest myself," they wiU have manifestations from all sorts of anony
mous spirits, good, bad, and indifferent. 

\Yell, then, what is the way to deal with spiritualism? Precisely what 
the hunter uses when he stands in the high, combustible :;rrass and sees 
the fire sweeping around him on the prairies. He sets fire to the grass 
all around him, and it burns from instead of to him, and thus be fights 
fire with fire. Spiritualism, in its crudities and errors, can be met only 
in that way. The true spiritualism of the Bible is what will l>e the only 
remedy for the cravings of that which is false and delusive. 

Some years ago the writer of this, in deep sorrow for the sudden death 
of a son. received the following letter from a Roman Catholic priest, in 
n. neighboring town. He was a man eminent for h oliness of life and be
nevolence, and has since entered the rest of the blessed. 

DEAR MADAM: In the deep affliction that bas recently visited yon I 
implore you to remember well that there is a commuuion of spirits of the 
departed just, which death can not prevent, and which, with prayer, can 
impart much consolation. This, with the condolence of every parent avd 
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child in my flock, I beg leave to offer you. wishing, in the mean time, to 
assure v:m of my heartfelt regret and sympathy. 

Yours, very truly, J A!\IES O'DON"NELL, 

· Catholic Pa.5tor, Lawrence. 

Wha.t is this communion which death can not prevent, and wl1ich with 
prayer can impart consolation? It is known in the Apostles' Creed as 

"TilE COMMUNION OF SAINTS.'' 

When it is considered what eocial penalties attach to the profession of 
this faith, one must admit that only some very strong cause can induce 
persons of standing and established reputation openly to express beliefs 
of this kind. The penalty is loss of confiden<'e and being reputed of un 
sound mind. It is not an easy thing to profess belief in anything which 
destroys one's reputation for s~nity, yet undoubtedly this is the result. 

It must also be admitted that most of the literature which l1as come into 
existence in this way is of a doubtful and disreputable kind, and of a 
tendency to degrade rather than elevate our conceptions of a spiritual 
state. 

Yet such is the hunger, the longin~. the wild craving of the human 
soul for the region of future immortality, its home-sickness for its future 
home, its perishing anguish of desire for the beloved ones who have been 
torn away from it, and to whom in every nerve it still throbs and bleeds, 
that professed words and messages from that state, however unworthy, 
are met with a trembling- agony of eagerness, a willingness to be deceiv· 
ed, most sorrowful to witness. 

But. any one who judges of the force of this temptation merely by 
what is published in the Ba,nner of Light, and other papers of that class, 
bas little estimate of what there is to be considered in the way of exist
ing phenomena under this head. 

The cold scientists who, without pity and without sympathy, have sup
posed that they have bad under their dissecting l..'nives the very pheno
mena which have deluded their fellows, mistake. They have not seen 
them, and in the cold, unsympathizing mood of science, they never can 
see them. The experiences that have most weight with multitudes who 
believe more tban they dare to utter, are secrets deep as the grave. sa
cred as the innermost fibers of their souls-they can not bring their 
voices to utter them except in some hour of uttennost confidence and to 
some friend of tried sympathy. They know what they ha\'e seen and 
what they have heard. They know the examioations they have made 
they know the inexplicable results, and, like Mary of old, they keep all 
these sayings and ponder them in their hearts. They bave no sympathy 
with the vulgar, noisy, outward phenomena of tippings and rappings and 
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signs and wonders. They have no sympathy with the nligar and profane 
attacks on the Bible, which form I·art of the utterances of modern seers; 
but they can not forg-et, and they can not explain things which in sacred 
solitude or under circumstances of careful observation have come under 
their own nGtice. They have no wi:;h to make converts- they shrink 
fro!n conversation, they wait for li:rht; but. when they hear all these 
things scoffed at, they think within ~h~::mselve~- '\Vho knows? 

\Ve have said that the stron~. unregulated, and often false spiritualistic 
current of to-day is a result of the gradual departure of Christendom 
from the true supernaturalism of primitive ages. \ Ve have sh own how 
Christ and his A post1es always regardHcl the invisible actors on the stage 
of human existence as more powerful th!tn the visible ones; that they 
referred to their influence over the human spirit and over the forces ot 
nature, thing-s which modern rationalism refers only to natural laws. \Ve 
can not illustrate the departure of modern society from primitive faith 
better than in a $ingle instance-a striking one. 

The Apostles' Creed is the best formula of Christian faith- it is common 
to tl•e Gre ~k, the Rom~n. the Reformed Churches, and published by our 
Pilgrim Fathers in the New Eng1and Primer in connection with the As4 

sembly's Catechism. It contains the following profession: 

" I believe in the Holy Ghost i the Polv Catholic Church ; the Com
munion of Saints; the For~·ivenes., of Sins," etc. 

1'1 this sentence, according to Bishop Pearson ou the Creed, are an· 
nounred four important doctrines : 1. The Holy Ghost; 2. The Holy Cath
olic Church ; 3. The Communion of Saints~ 4. The Forgiveness of Sins~ 

To each one of these the good Bishop devotes some twenty or thirty 
pages of e:xp1unation. 

But it is customary with many clergymen in ra!tding to slur these
cond and third articles to6ether, thus: " I believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church. the communion of saints "- that is to say, I believe iu the Holy 
Cathollc Church, which 1s the communion of ~aints. 

Now, in the standard edition of the English Prayer Book, and in all 
the editions p ublished from i t, tlie separate articles of fai th are divided 
by semicolons- thus : '1 The Holy Ghost; The Holy Catholic Church; 
The Communion of Saints." B ut in our American editions the punctua
tion is altcrPd to suit a moriern rationalistic idea-thus: " The Holy Catho
lic Church, th e Communion of Saints." 

The doctrine of the· Communion of Saints. as h eJd by primitive Chris4 

tian~, and held still by tlw Roman and Greek Churches, is thus dropped 
out of \"iew in the modern Protestant Episcopal reading. 

But what is this doctrine? Bishop Pearson devotes a long essay to it, 
ending thus : 

Every onA may learn by this what l1e is to understand by this part of 
the article in which he professeth to believe in the Communion of :-3aints. 
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Thereby be is conceived to express thus much : 

"I am fully persuaded of tbi~, as a necessary and infallible truth, that 
such persons as are tru ly sanctified in the Church of Christ, while they 
live in the crooked generations of men and stru~gle with all the miseries 
of this ·world, have fellowship wit.h God the Father, God th~ Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost ...... that they partake of tbe kindness and 
care of the blessed angels wl10 take delight in ministrations for their 
benefit, that ...... they have an intimate union and conjunction with 
all the saints on earth as being members of Christ; NOR. IS Trrrs UNION 
SEPARATED BY TilE DEATli 01'' ANY, but they have communion wit,h all 
the saints who, from the death of Abel, have departed this life in the 
fear of God, and now enjoy the presence of the Fat.her, and follow the 
Lamb whithersoever he goeth. 

"And thus 1 believe in the Communion of Saints.'' 

Now, we appeal to the consciences of modern Christinns whE-ther this 
statement of the doctrine of the Communion of Saint:3 represents the doc
trine that they have heard preached from the pulpit, and whether it has 
been made practically so much the food and nourishment of their souls 
as to give them all the support under affliction and bereavement which it 
certainly is calculated to do? 

Do they really believe themselves to partake in their life-struggl~ of the 
kindness and care of the blessed angels who take delight in ministra
tions for their benefit? Do they believe they are united by intimate 
bonds with all Christ's followers? lJo they believe that the union is not 
separated by the death of any of them, but that they have communion 
with all the saints who have departed this life in the faith and now enjoy 
the presence of the Father ? 

Would not a sermon conceived in the terms of this standard treatise 
excite an instant sensation as tending toward the errors of Spititualism? 
And let us recollect that the Apostles' Creed from which this is t;tken was 
as much a standard with our Pilgrim Fathers as the Cambridge Plat
form. 

If we look back to Cotton Mather's Magna1ia, we shall find that the 
beliefin the ministration of angels and the conflict of invisible spirits, 
good and evil. in the affairs of men, was practical and influential in the 
times of our fathers. 

If we look at the first New England Systematic Theology, that of Dr. 
Dwight, we sha11 find the subject of Angels and Devils and their minis
try among men fully considered. 

In the present theological course at Andover that subject is wholly 
omitted. \Vhat may be the custom in other theological seminaries of th6 
present day we will not say. 

We will now show what the teachinc.;r and the feeling of the primitive 
church was on the subject of the departed dead and the ministrations of 
angels. In Coleman's Christian Antiquities, under the head of Death and 
Burial of the Early Christ ians, we find evidence of the great and wide 
difference which eristed between the Christian community and ali the 
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other world, whether J ews or heathen, in regard to the vividness of their 
conceptions of immortality. The Christian who died was not counted as 
lost from their numb..-r-the fellowship with him was still unbroken. 
The t)lCory and the practice of the Christians was to look on the depart
ed as no otherwise sgvered from them than the man who has gone to 
New York is divided from his family in Boston. He is not within the 
scope of the senses, be can not ue addressed, but he is the same person, 
with the same heart, still living and loving, and partners with them of 
all j oys and sorrows. 

But while they considered personal identity and consciousness un
chang-ed and the friend as belonging to them, as much after death 
as before, they regarded his death as an advancement, an honor, 
a glory. It was customary, we are told, to celebrate the day of 
his death as his birth-day-the day when he was horn to new im
mortal life. Tertullian, who died in the year 2.0. in his treatise called 
the &lrlier's Ollaplct, sa~·s: '' 'Ye make anniversary oblations for 
the dead-for their birth.<.lay:-," meaning the day of their death. In 
another place he ~ays, ·• It was the t5ractice of a wiclow to pray for the 
soul of h~r decem•c'l husband, desiring on his behalf present t·efreshment 
or rest, and a part in the first resurrection,'' and offering annually for him 
oblation on the day of his falling asleep. By this geu tie term the rest of 
tho body in the grave was always spokt:>n of among Christians. It is 
st.ated that on these annin.:r~nry <lays of commemorating the dead they 
were used to make a teast, inviting both clergy and people, but especial
ly the poor and needy, the widows and orphans, that it might not only 
be a memorial of rest to the dead, but a memorial of a sweet savor in the 
sight of God. 

A Cbristian funeral was in every respect a standing contrast to the 
lugubrious and depressing- g loom of modern times. Palms and olive 
branches were carrieJ in the funeral procession, and the cypress was re
jected as symbolizing gloom. p~~!ms and hymns of a joyful and tri
umphant tone were sung around the corp::;e while it was kept in the 
house and on the way to the grave. St. Chrysostom, speaking of funeral 
bervices, quotes passages from the psalms and hymns that were in com
mon u&e, thus: 

"\Yhat mean our psalms and hymns? Do we not glorify God and 
gi\~e him thanks that be hath crowned hiln that has departed, that he 
huth delivered him from trouble, that he hath set him free from all fear? 
Con!'ider· what thou singest at the time. · Turn nga•n to thy re~:>t, 0 my 
souL for the Lord hath rewarded thee ;' and again : 'I wi11 fear no evil 
because thou art with me;' and again : ' Thou art my refug~ from the 
afllic ion that compasseth me about.' Comider what these p~alms mean. 
If thou believest the things which thou sayest to be true, why dost thou 
weep and lamP-nt and make a pageantry flnd a mock of thy singing ? lf 
thou believes• them not to be true, why dost thou play the hypocrite so 
much as to sing ?'' 
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Coleman says, also: 
u The sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered at funerals 

and often at the grave itself. By this r!te it was professed that the com
munion of saints was still perpet.uatPd between the living and the dead. 
It was a favoril3 idea that both still continued members of the ~:~a me 
mystical body, the same on earth and in heaven."-Antiq., p. 413. 

Coleman says, also, that the early Christian utterly discarded all the 
Jewish badges and customs of mourning, such n.s sackcloth and ashes 
and .rent garments, and severely censured the Roman custom of wearing 
black. 

St. Augustine says: ""\V.hy should we disfigure ourselves with b]ack, 
unless we would imitate unbelieving nations, not only in their wailing 
for the dead, but also in tbeit· mouruing apparel? Be assured, these are 
foreign and unlawful usages." 

He says, also : u Our br ... thren are not t.o be mourned for being libera
ted from this wol'ld when we know that they are not omitted but pre
mitted, re~cding from us only that they may preceae us, so that journey
ing and vo.vaging before us they are to be desi1·ed bnt not lamented. 
Neither should we put on black raiment for them when they have already 
taken their white garments; and occasion should not be given to the 
Gentiles that they shon ld rightly and justly reprove ns, that we grieve 
over those as extinct and lost who we say are now alh·e with God, and 
t1le faith that we profess by voice and speech we deny by the testimony 
of our heart and bosom." 

.Are not many of the usag-es and familiar forms of speech of modern 
Christendom a return to old heathenism ? Are they not what St. Augus
tine calls a repudiation of the Christian faith? The black garments, the 
funeral dreariness, the mode of speech which calls a depa•·ted friend lost 
-have they not become the almost i nYal·iable rule in Christian life? 

So really and truly did the first Christians believe that their friends 
were still one with themseh·es, that they C(,nsidered them even in their 
advancf'd and glorified state a subject of prayers. 

Prayer for each other was to the fir::;t Christians a reality. Tbe inti
macy of their sympathy, the entire oneness of their life, made prayer for 
each other a necessity. and they prayed for each other instinctively as 
they prayed for themse] \·es. 8 3, St. Paul says'' Always in every prayer 
of mine making request for you always with joy." Christians are com
mar.ded witho 1t CPasiug to pray for each other. As their faith forbade 
them to consider the departed as lost or ceasing to exist, or iu any way 
being out of their fellowship and communion, it did not seem to them 
strange or improper to yield to that impulse of the loving heart which 
naturally breathes to the Heavenly Father the name of its beloved. On 
the contrary, it was a custom in tl1e earliest Christian times, in the solemn 
service of the Eucharist, to commend to God in a memorial prayer t.ho 
souls of their friends departed, but not dead. In Coleman's Antiquities, 
and other wo.rks of thl! same kind, many instances of this are given. 
\Ve eelect some ; 

A.rnobius, in his treatise against the heathen writers, probably in 305, 



SPIRITUALISM. 117 

speaking of the prayers offered after the consecration of the elements in 
the Lord's Supper, says" that Christ:ans prayed for pardon and peace in 
behalf of the living and dead." Cyril, of Jerusulem, reports the prayer 
made after consecrating the elements in Holy Communion in these 
words: 

"\re offer this sacrifice in memory of those who have fallen ns1eep 
bcfot·c us, first patriarchs, prophet:;, apo.5tles, and martyrB, that liod by 
their pra: crs and supplication::; may receive our supplications and those 
we pray for, our holy fitt hers aml bishops, and all that have fallen 
aslE'ep before us, belie\·ing it is of great atlvantago to their sou :s to be 
prayed for while the holy and tremendous sacrifice lies upon the altar." 

A memorial of this cn:::;tom h:t~ come into the Pa·o~c3tant Church in the 
Episcopal Eucharistic service where occur tb~se words : " And we also 
bless thy Holy X ame for all thy servant~ departerl this life in thy faith 
and fear, beseeching Thee to give us grace so t.o fol1ow tl1ei r gootl exam. 
pies, that we witll th~m may be p'lrtnkers of thy Hcan•nly Kiogtlom." 
It will be seen here the pro~re::;s of an idea., its corruption and it~ reform. 

The original idt·n "ith the primitive Cllrbtian was thi::, : ".i\ly friend 
is neither dead nor changcu. Hu i::; only gone b..:forc me, and is promo. 
ted to higher joy ; but he i::; ::;till mine and 1 am hb:. Still can I pray 
for him, still can he pray for me ; aud as when ho was here on earth wo 
can be mutually hdved by each other's prayers." 

Out of this root-so :::imple and so sweet-grew idolatrous exaggcra
tiOilS of saint worsh~p and a monstrous sy:-tem of bargain and sale of 
prayers for the dead. Tho Reformation swept all thi::~ a way-and, as 
usual with reformations. 8wcpt away a porLion of tile primitive truth
but it retained still the Eucharistic memorial of d~parted friends as a 
fragment of primitive simplicity. 

The Church, furthermore, app,)inted three festival::; of commemoration 
of thcl'e spiritual members of the great Church luYi-ible with whom they 
held fellowship-the fe~StiYals of A1l Souls, of All Angels, of A!l Saints. 

Two of the.::.e are still rot:tined in the Epbcopal Church the feast of 
St. )1ichae1 and All Angel::;, and the feast of All Saints. These days are 
dt>rived from those yearly anniversaries which were common iu the 
11rimitive ag-es 

[Ilea ewe have a f,)rmal deprecation of the tendency of modern ortbo· 
dO"-Y to withdraw from wlutt was once reg-arded as a proper religious 
ldid antl sentiment, nnd which modern Spiritualists warmly accept, 
aml mHke oue of the chief p:ronnds for their doctrine of intercommuni
cation between the departed dead and the living. We expect to give our 
readers other papers by :llrs. Stowe in continuation of her discussion on 
the subject. 

In the foHowing letter, or extract from a letter, from )fr. Andrew Jack· 
son Davis, one of the leading Hghts and exponents of Spiritu:tliam at the 
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present day, we have a voice from the inside, furnishing some informa,. 
tion with regard to the stRte of spirituaHstic affairs in .America, and some 
of the expected results of the mo)ement.] 

"Spiritualism, for the most part, is a sltower from the realm of intelli
gences and uncultured affections. lt is rapidly irrigating and fertilizing 
everything that has root nnd the seed-power to grow. It is starting up 
the half-dead trees of Sectarianism, causing the most miserable weeds to 
grow rapid and rank, and of cour~e, attracting very general attention to 
religious feelings and super-terrene existences. 

" As an effect of this spiri tualistic rain , you may look for an immense , 
harvest of both wheat and tar<'s-the gra.nJ.est growths in gre.1.t 
principles and ideas on the one hand, and a fearful crop of crudities and 
disorganizing superstitions on the other. There· will be seen floating on 
the flood many of our most sacred institutions. Old wagon-ruts, long
forg-otten cow-tracks, e\·ery little hole and corner in the old highways, 
will be filled to the bl'im with the rain. y,>U will hardly know the dif
ference between the true springs and the flowing mud-pools visible on 
every side. Many noble minds '"·ill stumble as they undertake to ford 
the new streams which will come up to their very door-sills, if not into 
their sacred and established habitations. Perhaps lives may be lost ; 
perhaps homes may be broken up; perhaps for·tunes may be sac ificed; 
for who ever heat·d of a great flood, a storm of much power, or an earth· 
quake, that did not do one, or two, or all of these deplorab1e things? 
Spiritualism is, indeed, all and everything which its worst enemies or 
best friends eve1· said of it ;-a great rain from heaven, a storm of via 
leuce, a power unto s1lvation, a destroyer and a builder too-each, and all, 
and everything good, bad, and indifferent; for which every one, ne\•er
theless, should be thankful, as eventually all will be when the evil sub
sides, \Yhen the severe rain is over, an<.l the clonds dispersed-,vhen 
even the blind will see with new eyes, the lame wnlk, and the mourners 
of the world be made to l'ejoice with joy unspeakaulc. 

'' Of course, my kind brother, you know that I look upon ' wisdom ' 
organized into our daily lives, and 'love' inspiring every heart, as the 
only true heaven appointed sa.viour ofmanldnd. .And all spiritual growth 
and intellectual advancement in the goodnet:ses and graces of this redeem
er I call an application of the Harmonial Philosophy. But I fin<.l. as most 
likely you do, that it is as hard to get the Spiritualist~ to become Hurmoni
al Philosophers as to iuduce ardent Bible-believers to da'ly practice the 
grand essentials which dwell in the warm heart of Christianity." 

It is not long since the writer was in conversation with a very celebra
ted and popular minister of the modern Church, who has fnr years f•llfill-
3d a fruitful ministry in New England. He was speaking of modt>rn 
Spiritualism as one of the most dangerous forms of error-as nn unac-
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countable infatuation. The idea was expressed by a person present that 
it \Vas after all true that the spirits of the departed friends were in reali
ty watching over our course and interested in our affairs in this world. 

The clergyman, who has a fair right, by reason of his standing anJ in
fluence to represent the New England pulpit, met that idea by a promp\ 
denial. ".A. pleasing sentimental dream," he said, "very apt to mis· 
lead, and for which tht•rc is no scriptural and ra tiona I foundation." We 
have shown in our last article what the very earliest Christians were in 
the habit of thinking with regard to the unbroken sympathy between 
the living and those called dead, and how the Church by very significant 
and sol~mn acts pronounced. them to be not only alive, but alive in a 
fuller, higher, and more joyful sense than those on earth. 

We may remember that among the primitive Christians the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper was aot as in our m"dern t.imes a rare and unfre
quent occurence, coming at intervals of two, three, and even six months, 
hut that it occured every ~uuday, and on many of the solemn eYents of 
life, as funerals and marriages, and that one part of the celebration 
always consisted iu recognizing by a solemn prayer the unbroken unity 
of the saints below and the saints in heaven. \Ve m-:1y remember, too, 
that it was a belief among them that angel~ were invisibly present, wi-t
nessing and uniting with the eucharistic memorial-a belief of which we 
still have the expression in that solemn portion of the Episcopal commu
nion service which says, 11 " ' herefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy Holy 
Name." 

Tr.is part of the eucharistic service was held by the first Christians to 
be the-sacred and mysteriou~ point of confluence when the souls of saints 
on earth and the blessei in heaven united . So says Saint Chrysostom: 

~ 

u The seraphim abo\e sing the holy Trisagion hymn ; the holy con
g regation of men on earth send up the same; the general assembJ.y of 
celestial and earthly creatures join together; tl!ere is one thanksgiving, 
one exnltati:m; one choir of men and angels rejoicing togethe r." 

And in another place h~ says ; 
" The martyrs are now rejoicing in concert, partaking nf the m ystiC-al 

songs of the heaven]y cboir. For if wlJile they were in the body when
ever they communicated in the sacred mysteries they made part of the 
choir, singing with the cherubim,· holy, holy, b.cly,' as ye all that are 
initiatefl in the holy mysteries know ; much more now, bE>ing joined with 
tbof':e whose partners they were i n the earthly choir, they do with gTeater 
freedom partake of those solemn glorifications of God above." 

The C}ntinued identity, interest and unbroken oneness of the departed 
with the remaining was a topic frequently insisted on among early 
Ch1istian ministers- it was one reason of the rapid spread of Christianl
ty. Converts flocked in clouds to the ranks of a people who professed to 
bave vanquished death- in whose inclosure love was forever safe, and 
who by so many sacred and solemn acts of recognition consoled the be-
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reaved heart with this thought, that their belo\ed, though unseen, was 
still living and loving-still watching, waiting, and caring for them. 

Modern rationalistic religion says: " \V e do not know anything about 
them-God has taken them : of them and their estate we know nothing: 
whether they remember us, whether they know what we are doing, 
whether they Cal'e for us, whether we shall ever see them again to know 
them, are all questions vailed in inscrutable mystery. We must give 
9ur friends up wholly and take refuge in God." 

But St. Augustine, speaking on the same subject, says: 
"Therefore, if we wish to hold communion with the 8aints in eternal 

life we must think much of imrtnting t.h~m. They oua:ht to recognize in 
us sometlling of their virtue::;, that they may better offer their supplica. 
tions to God for us. These [virtues] are the foot-print~ wbicl' the blessed 
returning to their country have lt·ft, that we shall fvllow their uath to 
joy. \Vhy sl10uld we not hasten and run afttlr them that we too may 
see our fatherland? There a great crowd of dear ones are awaiting us, 
of parents. brethren, chUdreo. a mulr.itudinous host are long-in~ for us
now secure of their own safet.y, and anxious only for our salvation." 

Now let us take the case of some poor, " ·idowed mother, from whose 
heart has been torn an only son-pious, brave, and beautiful-her friend, 
her pride, her earthly hope-struck down suddenly as by a lightning 
stroke. The physical shock is terrible-the cessat on of commllnion, if 
the habits of intercourse and carf', if ti1e habit, so sweet to th~ Chd:>.tian, 
of p aying for that son, must all cease. \Y e can see now what the r:rimi
tive Church would have said to such a mother : "Thy son is not dead. 
To the Chr;stian there is no death-follow his footsteps, imitate his 
prayerfulness and watchful ness, and that he may the better pray f >r 
thee, keep close in the great communion of saints." Every Sabbnth 
would briug to her the eucharistic feast, when the Church on earth And 
the Church in heaven held their reunion, where'' with angels and arch
angels, and all the company of heaven," they join their praises I and 
she might feel herself drawing near to her blessed one in glory. How 
consoling-how comforting such Church fellowship I 

A mother under such circumstnnces would feel no temptation to resort 
to doubtfu1, perplexing sources, to glenn here and there fragments of 
that consolation which the Church was ordained to give. In every act of 
life the primitive Church recognized that the doors of h faven were open 
through her ordinances and the communion of love with the departed 
blest unbroken. 

It bas been our lot to know the secret history of many who are not 
outwardly or professedly Spiritualists- persons of sober and serious 
habits of thought, of great self-culture and self-restraint, to whom it hap
pened after the death of a friend to meet accidentally and without auy 
seeking or expecting on their part with spiritualistic phenomE'na of a 
very marked type. These are histories that never wi1l be unvailed to th~ 
iudgment of a scoffing and unsympathetic world ; that in the very na 
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tnre of thP. case must forever remain secret; yet they have brought to 
bearts berea\ed and mourning that very consolation which the Christian 
Church ouriht to have affordeJ them, and which the primitive Church so 
amply providtd. 

In conversation with such, we bave o:'ten listened to remarks like this: 
''I do not seek these tbings-I do not search out mediums nor attend 
spiritual circles. I have attained all I wish to know, and am quite in
different now whether I see another manifestation." ".And wbat," we 
inquired. "is this something that you have attained?'' 1

' Oh, I feel per
fectly certain that my friend is not dead-but nlive, unchanged, in a 
region of joy and blessedness, expecting me, and praying for me, and 
often ministering to. me." 

Compare this with the language of St. Augm:tine, and we shall see 
that it is simply a retnrn to the stand-point of the primith·e Church. 

Among the open and proft>ssed Spiritualists are some men and women 
of pure and earnest natures, and seriously anxious to do good, and who 
ought to be distinguished from the charlatans who have gone into it 
merely from motives of profit and s ... lf.interest. Now it is to be remark
ed that thi::; higher class of spiritualists, with onP- voice, <.!ec'are that the 
subject of spiritual communication is embarrassed with formidable diffi
culties. They admit that lying spirits orten frequent the circle, that they 
are powerful to decen·e, and that the means of distinguishing between the 
wiles of eYil spirits anu the communications of good ones are very obscure. 

This, then, is the prospect. The pastures of the Church have been 
suffered to beconH~ bare and b:trr~n of one species of food which the sheep 
crave and sicken for the want of. They break out of the inclosure ar.d 
rush, unguided, Rearchiug for it among poisonous pJants, which closely 
resemble it, but whose taste is deadly. 

Those remarkable phenomena which affect belief upon this subject are 
not confined to paid mediums and spiritual circ'es, so called. They some· 
times come of themselves to perEons neither believing in them, looking 
for them, nor seekin~ them. Thus coming they can not but powerfully 
and tenderly move the soul. A person in the desolation of bereavement, 
visited with such e:s:pericnces, is in a condition which calls for the ten
dere~t sympathy and most careful guidance. Yet how little of this is 
theJ'e to be found! 'fhe attempt to unvail their history draws upon 
them, perhaps, only cold ridicule and a scarcely snppr~sed doubt of their 
veracity. They are. repelled from making confidence where they ought 
to find the wisest guidance, and are drawn by an invisib]e sympathy into 
labyrinths of deception and error-and finally, perhaps, relapse into ::1. 

colder skepticism than before. That such experiences are becoming com
mon in our days, is o. fact that ought to rouse true Christians to conside
ration, and to searching the word of God to find the real boundaries and 
the true and safe paths. 
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We ha~e stated in the last article, and in this, what the belief and the 
cmtoms of the primitive Christians were in respect to the departed. \Ve 
are aware that it does not follow, of course, that a cnstom is to be adopt
ed in our times because the first Christians preached and taught it. .A 
man does not become like his ancestors by dressing up in their old 
clothes-but by acting in their spirit. It is quite possible to wear such 
robes and practice such ceremonies as the early Christians did and not to 
be in the least like them. Therefore let us not be held as advocating 
the practice of administering the eucharist at funerals, and of praying 
for the dead in t.he eucharistic service, because H was done in the first 
three centurh-s. But we do hold to a return to the spi1·it which caused 
these customs. \Ve hold to that belief in the unbroken unity possible 
between those who have passed to the higher life than this. We hold to 
that vivid faith in things unseen which was the strength of primitive 
Christians. The first Christians believed what they said they did-we do 
not. The unseen spiritual world, its angels and archangels, its saints 
and martyrs, its purity and its joys, were ever before them, and that is 
why they were such a mighty force in the world. St. Augustine says 
that it was the vision of the saints gone before that inspired them with 
courage and contempt of death-and it is true. 

In another pflper we shall endeavor to show how far these beliefs of 
the primitive Church correspond with the Holy Scriptu.re, 
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lln concluding these Pe.ychological discussions, what is there more appropriate than 
the following? If it be called only a dr~am, or, even a delusion, what barm can come oJ 
it? Is it not in keeping with Scripture teachings, as uow interpreted 1 For our~etves, we 
enjoy our owu opmions on subjects not susceptible of proof to the external senses. 
Others rnay do the same. EDITOR.] 

Dn. DODDRIDGE was on terms of very intimate friendship with Dr. 
Samuel Clarke, and in religious conversation they spent many happy 
hours together. Among other matters, a very favorite topic was the in
termediate state of the soul, and the probability that at the instant of 
dissolu tion it was introduced into tl1e presence of all the heavenly hosts, 
and the splendors around the throne of God. One evening, after a con
versation of this nature, Dr. Doddridge retired to rest, and "iu the visions 
of the night" his ideas 'veTe shaped into the following beautiful form. 

lie dreamed that l1e was at the house of a friend, when he was take'.l 
suddenly and dangerously ill. By degrees he seemed to grow worse, and 
at last to expire. In an instant he was sensible that he had exchanged 
the prison-house and sufferings of mortality for a state of liberty and 
happiness. Embodied iu a slendet·, aerial form, he seemed to float in a 
region of pure light. Beneath him lay the earth, but net a glittering 
city or a village, the fores~ or the sea were visible. There was naught 
to be seen bolow save the melancholy group of his friends, weeping 
around his lifeless remains. llimself thrilled with delight, be was sur
prised at their tears, and attempted to inform them of his happy change, 
but by some mysterious power, utterance was denied; and as he anxious
ly leaned over the momning- c~rcle. gazing fondly upon them and strug
gling to sreak, he rose silently upon the air, their forms became more 
and more indistinct, and graduaUy melted away from his sight. Repos
ing upon golden clouds, be found himself swiftly mounting the skies, 
with a yenerable figm·e at his side, guiding his mysterious mo~ements, 
and in whose countenance he discovered the lineaments of youth and 
age blended tog13ther, with an intimate harmony and majestic sweetness. 

They traveled together through a va.st region of empty space, until, at 
length, the battlements of a glorious edifice shone in the distance, and as 
its form rose brilliant and distinct among the far-off shadows that flitted 
!!.thwart their path, the guide informed him that the palace he beheld 
was, for the present, to be his mansion of rest. Gazing upon its splen-

(123) 
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dor, he replied that while on earth he had oflen heard that eye had not 
seen. nor ear heard, nor could the heart of man conceive, the things 
which G~d hath prepared for those who Jove him ; but notwithstanding 
the lmilding to which they were rapidly approaching was sup.,rior to any
thing- he had before beheld, yet its grandeur had not exceeded the con
ceptions he had formed. '!'he guiC.e made no reply-they were already 
at the door, and entered. The g-uide introduced him into a spacious 
apartment, at the extremity of which stood a table, covered with a snow
white cloth, a golden cup, and a cluster of grapes, anrl then said that he 
must leave him, but that lte must remain, for in n short time he wo\lld 
recei\'e a viait from the lord of the mansion, and that dnring the inter
val before his arrh•al, the apartment would furnish him sufficient enter 
tainmcnt and instruction. The guide vanished. and he was left alone. 
He began to examine the d~corations of the room, and observed that the 
walls were adorned with a number of pictures. Upon nearer inspection 
be percP-ived, to his astonishment, that t1ey formed a complete biography 
of his own life. Here he saw depicted, that angels, thou_gh unseen, had 
ever been his familiar attendants; and sent by Uod they had sometimes 
preserved him from imminent peril. lie beheld himself first represented 
as an infant just expiring, when his Jife was prolonged by an angel gen
tly breathing into his nostrils. ~lost of the occurrenc<.>s delineated were 
perfectly familiar to his recollection, and unfolded many t.hings which he 
bad never before under:;tood, and which ha1l perplexed him with maoy 
doubts and much uneash1ess. .Among others he was particlllarly im
pressed with a picture in which he wag reprec:;ented as falling from his 
horse, when death would luve been inevihble had not an angel received 
him in his arms and broken the force of his descent. These merciful in
terpositions of God filled him with joy and gratitude, and his heart over· 
flowed with love as he surveyed in them all an exhibition of goodness 
and mercy far beyond all that he had imagined. . 

Suddenly his attention was arrested by a knock at the door. The lord 
of the mansion l1ad arrived-the door opened and he entered. So pow
erful and overwhelming, and withal of such singul~r beauty was his ap
pearance, that he sank down at his feet, completdy O\·ercome by his m3.
iestic presence. His lord gently raised h 1m from the ground, and taJ..ing 
his hand led him forward to the table. He pressed with his fingers the 
juice of the grapes into the golden cup, and after having himself drank, 
he presented it to him, Aaying, " This is the new wine in my Father's 
kingdom." No sooner had he pal'taken than all uneasy sensations van
ished, perfect love had now cast out fear, and he conversed with the Sa· 
vionr as an intimate f1·iend. Like tho silver ripp1ing of a summer se3. he 
heard fall from his lips the grateful approbation : ''Thy labors are fin 
ished, thy work is approved; rich and gloriom:i h; tl1e reward.'' TbrilJ,:d 
with an unspeakable bliss, that pervaded the very depths of hi:J soul, lu; 
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suddenly saw glories upon glories bursting upon his view. The Doctox 
awoke. Tears of ra.ptute from this joyful interview were rolling down 
hi~ cheek..:. Long clid the lively impression of this charming dream re
mHin upon b .s mjnd, and ncv~r could he speak of it without emotions of 
joy, uud with tender and grateful remembrance. 
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This contnoution to the science of mind has been made in response to the demand 
of the time Cor a work embodying the grand principles of Phrenology, as they are 
understood and applied to--day by the advanced exponents of mental philosoph)', who 
'lCCept the doctrine caught by Gall, Spurzheim, and Combe. 

The following, from the Table of Contents, shows the scope of the work: 
'ieneral PrlncipleJ; Of the Temperaments; Structure of the Brain and Skullt 

Classification of the Faculties; The Selfish Organs; Th~ Intellect; Tho 
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NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 
"Phreno1ogris no longer a thing laugh· "\Vhelher a reader be inclined to b~ 

crt at. The scientific researches of the lieve Phrenology vr not, he must find the 
bst twenty years have demonstrated the volume a mine of interest, g;Lther many 
(f"arful and wonderful complication of suggestions of the highest value, and rise 
Ulittter, not only with mind, but with from its perusal with clearer views of the 
what we call moral qualities. Thereby, nature of mind and the responsibilities o{ 
we believe, the divine origin of 'our human life. The work constitutes a com .. 
frame' has been newly illustrated, and plete text-book on the subject. ''-Presb)k 
the Scriptural psychvlogyconfinned; and terian 'Journal, Plt,lade!plda. 
in the Phrenological Chart we are dispos· " In ' }:{rain and Mind' the reader will 
ed to find a species of • urim and thum- fifld the fundamental ideas on which Phre
mim,' revealing, iC not the Creator's will no logy rests ful.ty set forth and analyzed, 
concerning us, at least His revelation of and the science clearly and practically 
essential character. The above work is, treated. It is not at all necessary for the 
without doubt, the best J>?PUiar presenta- reader to be a believer in the science to 
tion of the science wh1ch has yet been enjoy the study of the latest exposition of 
made. It confines itself strictly to facts, its methods. The literatuPe of the science 
and is not written in the interest of any is extensive, but so Car as we know there 
pet • theory.' It is made very interesting is r.o one book which so comprehensively 
by its copious illustrations, pictolial and as • Brain and Mind' defines its lim;ts and 
narrative, and the whole is brought down treats of its principles so thoroughly, r.ot 
to the latest information on this curious alone philosophically, but also in their 
and suggestive department of knowl- practical relation to the everyday life of 
edgc!'-Christian Intellzi;encer, N. Y. maJl."-Cal. Advertl"ur. 

In style and treatment it is adapted to the general reader, abounds with valuable in
struction e~ressed in clear, practical terms, and the work constitutes by far the be,s1 
Text-book on Phrenology oublished, and is adapted to both private and class stndy. 

Tl:.~ illustrations of the Special Organs and Faculties are for the most pan from 
portraits of men anti women whose characters are known, and great pains ha"Ve been 
t.aken to exemplify with accuracy the significance of the text in each cage. For the 
studP.nt of mind and character the work is of the highest value. Dy mai1, po9\r 
oaid, on receipt of price, $x.so. Address, 
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THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL 
is widely known in America and Europe, having been before the reading world fifty 
years, and occupying a place in literature exclusively its own, viz. ; the study of 
IIauuan Naun·e. 

It has long met with the approval of the press and the people, and as a means of 
introducing .the jOURNAL and extending an interest in the subject, we have prepared 
a new t•Iu•enological Ciaart. This is a handsome lithograph ->f a sym
bolical head, in which the relative location of each of the organs is shown by special 
de igns illustrating the function of each in the human mind. 

These sketches are not simply outlines, as shown above, but many of them are lit
tle gems of artistic design and coloring in themselves, and will help the student to 
locate the faculties and to impress his mind with a correct idea of their ?rime 
functions. 

For instance, Coanbntt,·eness is represented by a scene in a la·.vyer's office, 
where a disagreement has led to an angry dispute; ~ecreHvenel"'s is shown by 
a picture of the cunning fox attempting to visit a hen-roost by the light of the moon ; 
the teller's desk in a bank represents Ac•Juisith·c:~ncss ~ a butcher's shop is 
made to stand for De~tt•ucf h·eness ; the familiar scene of the tc Good 
Samaritan" exhibits the influ nee of !Uen~n·olcnce; Sublilnity is pictured 
by a sketch of the grand scenery of the Yosemite Valley. 

T he Chart also contains a printed Key, giving the names and definitions of the dif
ferent faculHes. The whole picture is very ornatLental, and must prove a feature of 
peculiar attractiun wherever it is seen; nothing like it for design and finish being else
where procurable. 

It is mounted with rings f0r hanging on the wall, and \vill be appropriate for the 
home, office, library, or school. The head itseH is about twelve inches wide, beauti
fully lithographed in colon, on heavy plate paper, about 19x 24 inches. Price, $t .oo. 
It is published and offered as a special premium for subscribers to the Plu•f'UO• 
Jo~ical.Jou•·nnl for 1885. To those who prefer it, we will send the Phreno· 
logical Bust as a premium. The Journal is published at $2.00 a year, with IS cents 
extra rt>auired when the Chart or Bust is sent. Single Number, 20 cents. Address 

FOWLER & WELLS CO., Publisherst 753 Broadwa.y, N. Y. 
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