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speaks of her passing torrents on the narrowest bridge, and braving 
all the elements, and even being sent disguised as a man to fight 
for Garibaldi at Mentana.

I  will set down the main tenets of this creed :
1. There is no God.(l)

“ There is no God personal or impersonal,” says the Tkeotophut of 
May, 1882.

2. The great secret of magic is to perform miracles with His 
INEFFABLE NAME.

Page after page of “ Isis Unveiled” is devoted to this ineffable 
name ; and i t  is patiently discussed whether this was “ Macro- 
prosopos,” “Jehovah,” or “ Perho,” or “ Fo.” The writer comes 
a t last to the conclusion, I  think, that Jesus Christ performed all 
His miracles with the word “ Ferho,” or “ Faho,” or “ Fho,” or 
“ Fo,” which is the word used for Buddha in Tibet. (2) This, from 
the point of view of philology, is a very funny statement for a 
Tibetan Buddhist to make, as all “ Exoteric ” scholars say that 
Buddha is there known as Bchom-dan-hdas S&ngs-r-gyas.

I f  there is no God, some may ask, how can He have an 
ineffable  name 1 My explanation is that the Atheism of this 
system was taken from Dr. Rhys Davids’s “ Buddhism,” and tho 
disquisitions about Macroprosopos, and so on, are certainly 
borrowed from Eliphas Ldvi, whose book was based on the Theism 
of the Kabbalah. Some not very logical person has tried to blend 
two contradictory dogmatisms.

3. The highest reward of the just man made perfect is 
annihilation. (3)

4. The most fearful punishment for those who cultivate “ very 
ignoble affinities ” is annihilation.(4)

The not very logical person has again tried to reconcile 
Southern Buddhism, which teaches that annihilation is the reward 
of the just, and Eliphas Ldvi, who this time in the teeth of the 
Kabbalah, asserts that annihilation is the punishment of the 
wicked. (5)

5. Eliphas L£vi has a good deal of foggy writing about what 
he calls “ shells.”

“ After death the divine spirit which gave life to man returns 
alone to Heaven and leaves on earth and in the atmosphere two 
corpses, the one earthy and elementary, the other aijriel and astra l; 
the one inert already, the other still animated by the universal 
movement of the soul of the world.” This second corpse (cadavre) 
in  a man whose life has been ill spent haunts the world and the

(1) “ Esoteric Buddhism," pp. 177, 179, 180.
(2) “ Isis Unveiled.” VoL IL, p. 290.
(3) Eternal “ non-consciousness,” “ Esoteric Buddhism,” p. 182.
(4) Ibid, p 52. (5) “ Dojpneet Rituelde laHauteMagie.” Voi.I., p. 263.
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wav. “ There are at present no female recluses in Ceylon,” says 
Spence Hardy. (1)

5. The world was created, and is governed by certain spirits 
called Dhyan Chohans. They were bom on earth and will be 
by-and-bye annihilated. (2) "We see from this tliat without a 
created world there could be no Dhyan Chohans, and without 
Dhyan Chohans there could be no created world. In  point of fact 
Tibetan Buddhism,instead of teaching that there is no God and that 
there are no heaven-bom, only earth-bom spirits in Heaven, teaches 
exactly the reverse. “ He who knows not the Supreme God (Adi 
Buddha) knows not the Circle of Time,” says a Tibetan book. (3)

“ There is One Unique Euler, who created all things. He is 
without beginning and end,” said a Lama to Abbe Hue. (4)

The minor divinities Padmapani Amit&bha, the five Dhyani 
Buddhas, &c., are all heaven-bom. The Great Vehicle anni
hilated the earth-bom Buddhas. (5)

6. Man has seven principles or component parts :
1. The Body (rupa)
2. Vitality.
3. The Astral Body (linga Sharira)
4. Animal Soul (Kama rupa)
5. Human Soul (monos)
6. Spiritual Soul (Buddhi)
7. Spirit (Atma) (6)

A  part of this statement is good Buddhism, which has tor 
object to suppress the animal body and gain the linga &arira 
(immortal body). But a Buddhist in Tibet would certainly bo 
astonished if after he had obtained this desired consummation 
he were told to try and get a Kama rupa. KAma in the Sanskrit 
books which have been translated into Tibetan, is the word in
variably used for the devil, for absolute lust. (7) I ts  Tibetan 
equivalent is Dutt. Imagine St. Paul, after lie had obtained the 
“ glorious body,” recommended to seek the body and instincts of 
Beelzebub.

7. "We have seen that the souls of good mortals go to the Abode 
of Joy for a t least fifteen hundred years. I t  is called Devachan 
in Esoteric Buddhism. They are then subjected to an immense 
number of rebirths on earth for disciplinary purposes, a t intervals 
varying from fifteen hundred to eight thousand years. (8)

A t length the Tibetan Buddhists have got hold of a real

( I)  “ Eastern Monachism," p. 161. (2) “EsotericBuddhism,” p. 182.
(3) Csoma de Koros, Journ. Beng. AS. Soc. Vol. II., p. 58.
(4) Voyage. Vol. I., p. 195.
(6) See my “ Popular Life of Buddha,” p. 171. et >eq.
(G)“ Esoteric Buddhism,” p. 21.
(7) Csoma Korosi, Asiatic Researches. Vol. XX., pp. 286, 292, 301.
(8) “ Esoteric Buddhism,” p. 120.
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Madame Blavatsky, and two taken by a kind of spirital or occult 
photography.

These portraits the devotees have been permitted to look on 
but not to touch, but I, as one altogether bom of the devil, have 
not been permitted to behold them. This, I  think, was a mistake, 
for just as some second-class saints have been made by gazing on 
halfpenny prints of the Mother of God, so who can say that if my 
good friend had permitted my sceptical eyes to look on the Divine 
face of Koot Hoomi I  might not forthwith have been converted 
into an Esoteric Buddhist 1

I  dwell a t the outset on tliis Oriental practice of secrecy be
cause, although I  believe many of those who are in communication 
within the East are noble beings, yet I  know that secrecy and 
cunning are twin sisters, and hence it has always appeared to me 
childish and effeminate in any Western or Eastern society 
pretendiug by secret words and signs to enshrine great truths 
behind a veil, which is only useful as a conceabnent of ignorance 
and nakedness. And as secrecy is often a sign of weakness, I  will 
yenture to assert that if these Occult Brothers came out of 
their caves and mixed with mankind we should find them merely 
attenuated ascetics, iuferior in matters of science, wisdom, and 
knowledge to the higher minds of our Western civilisation.

B at as to this grand secret regarding man and tlio universe 
now for tlio first time in the history of the human race revealed 
by the Occult Brothers through Koot Hoomi, it is briefly as 
follows :—

1. “ There is no God personal or impersonal,” and “ no 
Creator, because no physical effect can arise but from a physical 
cause,” and thus man, body, soul, and spirit, is an evolution from 
matter.

2. There are seven planets, through which man passes by suc
cessive re-incarnations in the progress of his evolution. These 
seven planets have each evolved seven races, and these seven races 
each seven sub-races.

Thus we have 7 planets x 7 races x sub-races, that is 7 x 7 x 7 
=  343 stages of existence, and as each man and woman lias been 
twice incarnated in each age we have 343 x 2 =  G8C as the 
number of re-incamations man has had in the seven planets, and 
as I  understand, this process has been performed seven times in 
the “ spiral ” evolution of the planets. We thus have G8G x 7 
=4,802 as the number of existences a human soul has in its pro
gress towards a final Nirvana.

3. Three of these seven planets are the earth, Mars, and 
Mercury, the four others are of so refined a material as to be 
invisible.

4. A t all his 4,802 deaths man passes into a paradise of happi
ness and rest, a “ world of effects," the average life there being 
probably 8,000 years between each re-incarnation. Thus the life of
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She says that -when I  joined the Society, “ I  solemnly promised 
to defend the honour of brother Tlieosophists when unjustly 
assailed.” Certainly 1 did, but in the present instance no man’s 
honour has been assailed, and I  simply ridiculed the pretensions 
of a published book, which claimed to teach for the first time to 
the Western world Divine knowledge, but which seemed to me 
to be simply a grotesque description of a phantom, most illogic- 
ally called Esoteric Buddhism. Again, Madame Blavatsky says 
that it was dishonourable in me to publish the private teacliings 
of my Guru, but these teachings were simply explanations 
again of a published book, open to all the world, and these private 
teachings were only,—1st. That the seventh rounder had pro
bably lived in various re-incamations seventy millions of years 
without the slightest remembrance of one moment of all that 
time. 2nd. That the human will was only transcendental matter 
in motion. 3rd. That the moon was the dust-bin of our solar 
system. These are three very remarkable statements, and as my 
teacher did not ask me to conceal his teachings, but only his 
name, which I  have religiously done, why should it be dishonour
able in me to publish them 1

Again, my critics say that my review of “Esoteric Buddhism” 
shows me to be grossly ignorant of Esoteric science, and to have 
a bad heart and a blasphemous disposition; but surely my simple 
and credulous Hindoo brothers and sisters should not use such 
strong language without proof, and I  repeat that my review of 
“ Esoteric Buddhism” did not contain one single statement not to be 
found in the book itself or in the statements of its exponents. 
And I  must therefore conclude that my good friends in the East 
are under a hallucination as to my real character.

But if I  am so stupid and wicked ns my critics say I  am, how 
comes it that for three years I  was permitted to remain President 
of the British Branch of the Theosophical Society, and was 
always spoken of in the pages of the Theosophist as “ our es
teemed and learned brother,” while the Theosophist, in reviewing 
my book on Theosophy, uses these words: “ Dr. Wyld’s book
contains a series of thoughtful, scholarly, and interesting papers, 
the moral tone is stimulating and inspiring ; force, learning, and 
sincerity are his characteristics.” How comes it, then, that so 
thoughtful, learned, esteemed, and sincere a brother should have 
become all a t once so ignorant and false 1

My old friend, Madame Blavatsky, would explain it  all by the 
chagrin I  experienced on being refused a sight of ICoot Hooini’s 
portrait, as drawn, I  am told, by herself; and by the fact that 
my overtures to open a correspondence with Colonel Olcott’s Guru 
were declined !

Now as to Koot Hoomi’s portrait two Tlieosophists who were 
permitted to inspect it reported unfavourably to me. Had it been 
a  photograph it  might have revealed something, but on imaginary



20

sketch of a supposititious individual could scarcely be of much 
use to the physiognomist.

As to my overtures to open a correspondence with the wise 
men of the East direct, and these overtures being rejected, the 
history of the matter is as follows—which history I  should not 
havo divulged, had it not been that Madame Blavatsky has herself 
opened the secrets of the. prison-house and let out the ghosts.

Being anxious to get my occult teaching direct from the wise 
men instead of receiving it filtered through the most untheosopliic 
mind of the priestess, I  was told there was no objection—and that 
I  should write to Mr. A., who was not only deeply learned in 
occult lore, but who was besides �  a perfectly holy man.” 
Accordingly I  wrote to Mr. A. and received in reply a very 
courteous letter, but one which revealed no philosophy beyond 
that of good sense.

Let the reader, then, judge of my surprise when a few months 
later I  received a letter from headquarters denouncing Mr. A  as 
an impostor and thief, and threatening me with the wrath of the 
gods if I  had any further communication with him !

Again, after a time, I  was informed I  could write to Mr. B., 
who was “ almost Divine in his knowledge, wisdom, power, and 
holiness.”

I  accordingly wrote very humbly to this demi-god, but, 
receiving no reply, I  concluded that as he knew no English he 
could neither read my letter nor reply to it, and that most pro
bably he never saw it.

About a year after this transaction I  wrote to headquarters 
and asked if there was any news of Mr. B., and the reply was: 
Mr. B. has gone all wrong, and, having become tyrannical, he is 
rapidly “ disintegrating,” and becoming rotten, and must no doubt 
shortly die out altogether I Alas, how are the mighty fallen, and 
the fine gold become dim.

However, Mr. B. took quite a different view of the case, and 
publicly and in print denounced the so-called Theosophists as 
ignorant pretenders and Atheists, and warned all his Yedantic 
followers to shun them as perverters of the truth.

In  the face of these two catastrophes may one not ask if Mr. 
A. thus became an impostor and Mr. B. little better than carrion, 
what assurance can we have that Unknown X  may not one day 
explode into unknown space &

I t  gives great offence that I  say, “ Secrecy and Cunning are 
ever twin sisters and it is cliildisli and effeminate to pretend by 
secret words and signs to enshrine great truths behind a veil 
which is only useful as a concealment of ignorance and naked
ness.”

Notwithstanding the offence these words give, I  must main
tain them, and now add that the proverbial characteristic 
secrecy of the Hindoo mind receives a striking confirmation in
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These are among the vows of Northern Buddhists; and they 
undertake to keep their heads constantly shaved, and^ wear the 
garb of the Order. Each swears, also, to obey his Acharyo, a 
flesh and blood teacher, and not a ghost in dreamland, like the 
AchArya of Mr. Subha Row and one or two other Theosophists. 
Still less is this teacher like the unsatisfactory “ Mr. A.” and 
“ Mr. B." Madame Blavatsky and the Theosophists certainly do 
not lead what the Buddhists call the life of the Houseless One. 
I t  has been inferred from this that she cannot be a genuine 
Gelong-ma (Tibetan nun). An alternative inference is possible. 
A  nun might forget her vows and let her hair grow. She might 
forsake her Order, but in that case her Order would forsake her. 
Imagine Cardinal Manning carrying on a daily affectionate 
correspondence with a runaway nun.

I  will write down the “ Eight Ordinances of Restraint ” to 
which a genuine Buddhist nun must submit:—

1. The female recluse, though she be a hundred years old when 
she sees a SAmanfira novice, though he be only eight years old and 
ju st received, shall be obliged to rise from her seat when she per
ceives him in the distance, go towards him and offer him worship. 
The female recluses shall not be permitted to go to any place at 
their pleasure.

2. When they go to receive instruction they must retire at 
the conclusion of the service, and not remain at any place beyond 
the appointed limit.

3. Upon the day of every alternate Poya festival they must 
go to the priest and request to be instructed.

4. A t the end of the performance of Wass, they must join 
with the priests to conclude the ceremony.

5. Any female who wishes to perform the act of meditation 
called wap may be allowed to retire for the purpose during the 
period of two poyas, or fifteen days, but not for a longer time.

6. When any female recluse wishes to become upasampadA 
and receive the superior profession, she must previously exercise 
herself in all things that are appointed for the space of two years, 
and a t the end of this period must receive the privilege in a 
chapter composed of the professed of both sexes.

7. The female recluse is not to speak to the priest in terms of 
disparagement or abuse.

8. She must not be allowed to teach the priest, but must 
herself listen to the instructions he gives and obey his commands. (1)

In  Burmah and China, says Spence Hardy, the nuns must 
always appear with their heads shaved, and if an abbess wears a 
silk cap she must let the bare head appear through a hole in the

(1) Spence Hardy, " Eastern Monachism,” p. 1G0.
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crown. (1) The Tibetan nuns are also shaved. Their dress is a 
yellow robe and high leathern boots. Each carries the mendicant’s 
alms’ bowl and a prayer wheel in her hand. (2) The Capuchin 
friar, Francisco Orazio della Penna, who visited Tibet in 1718, 
informs us that if a female recluse forget her vows of continence, 
the said nun “ is expelled the service of the convent and sent 
home, which is reckoned a great dishonour.” (3) She is not 
allowed to marry, and sent to Coventry, as it  were. Spence Hardy 
tells us that the “ Eight Ordinances of Restraint ” are supposed 
to be binding for life. (4)

The reader will perhaps like to see an analysis of the scheme 
of religion of the Buddhists of Tibet, as drawn up by Csoraa 
Korosi, the leading authority on the subject:—

1st. To take refuge with Buddha.
2nd. To form in the mind the resolution to aim at the highest 

degree of perfection, and so to be united ■with the Supreme 
Intelligence.

3rd. To humble oneself before Buddha, and to adore him.
4th. To make offering of things pleasing to the six senses.
5th. To glorify Buddha by music, by hymns, and by praise 

of his person, doctrine, and love of mankind, of his perfections, or 
attributes, and of his acts for the benefit of animated beings.

6th. To confess one’s sins with a contrite heart, to ask for
giveness of them, and to repent truly, with a resolution not to 
commit such afterwards.

7th. To rejoice in the moral merit and perfection of animated 
beings, and to wish that they may obtain beatitude.

8th. To pray, and exhort existing holy men to turn the wheel 
of religion, that the world may long benefit by their teaching.

Tson-Kha-pa, the saint-reformer of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries of our era, according to the same authority, thus 
defines the duty of Buddhists, classing mankind in three degrees 
according to their intellectual capacity.

Men of the lowest order of mind must believe that there is a 
God, and that there is a future life, in which they will receive the 
reward or punishment of their actions and conduct in this life.

Men of the middle decree of intellectual capacity must add to 
the above the knowledge that all tilings in this world are perish
able ; that imperfection is a pain and degradation, and that 
deliverance from existence is a deliverance from pain, and conse
quently, a final beatitude.

Men of the third, or highest order, must believe in further 
addition: that nothing exists, or will continue always, or cease

(1) Spence Ilardy, “ Eastern Monachism," p. 1C2.
(2) Markham, “ Bogle and Manning in Tibet,” p. 2, also p. 92.
(3) Markham, p. 325. (4) “ Eastern Monachism,” p. ICO.
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