














































































































































































































































































































































































































122 ODYLE.

For these reasons, I shall use the terms odyle and odylic in dis-
cussing the subject theoretically ; premising, that I use odyle as
- synonymous with what has been called mesmerism in the foregoing
chapters. —

The odylic influence, like that of heat, light, and electricity, is
universally diffused. In regard to Ferro-magnetism, that force was
long supposed to be confined to certain bodies, such as the load-
stone, and two or three metals. But even then, the earth was
necessarily regarded as a vast magnet. The beautiful discoveries
of Faraday, however, have shown, that in a modified form, called
by him diamagnetism, because bodies under its influence place
themselves, when freely suspended, at right angles to the magnetic
meridian, ordinary magnetism is possessed by all bodies. And his
most recent discovery, that oxygen gas is attracted by the magnet,
is a pregnant proof that our knowledge of this force, and of its
effects on our earth and atmosphere, admits of indefinite extension.
I need hardly point out, that the discovery of diamagmetism,
harmonises well with the earlier discovery of Reichenbach, that
all bodies act on sensitive persons, and give out luminous
emanations, as the magnet does.

The universal diffusion of the odylic influence naturally leads
to the anticipation, that, like heat, light, &c., it must exercise
some action on the human body. That it does so, has been experi-
mentally demonstrated, and may at any time be proved by the
action of crystals on the sensitive.

Like heat and light, odyleis transmitted through, or traverses
space, by what may be called radiation, and is also, like heat and
electricity, conducted through bodies. It appears to travel less
rapidly than light; but it is conducted through miatter much
more rapidly than heat. It passes readily through all known
substances, but with somewhat less facility through fibrous or
interrupted than continuous structures. Thus paper or wood are
not traversed so easily by it as some other bodies, but cannot
long arrest it. Heat passes very slowly through most bodies
excepting metals; and electricity is arrested by most non-
metallic bodies, and is indeed only well conducted by metals,
charcoal, and certain liquids.

Odyle may be, to a certain extent, accumulated in a substance,
but is slowly dissipated again. The body charged with it retains
the charge longer than does one charged with electricity.

Like electricity and magnetism, odyle has a strong tendency to
a polar distribution. Thus, in magnets, in crystals, and in the
human body, it is polar, and the opposite poles exhibit distinct
modifications. Inbodies econfusedly crystallised, and in amorphous
bodies, the polar arrangement cannot be observed.

Like heat, light, electricity, and magnetism, odyle tends to a
state of equilibrium, and its external manifestations seem to


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































