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STELLAR THEOLOGY AND MASONIC ASTRONOMY.

PART FIRST.

1. InTRODUCTION.~A F2w Worps To THE Masamio FratemNiTY.
1. Tng AnciENt MYSTERIES DESCRIBED,
111. A CmacTER OoF ABTRONOMICAL Facrs.
1V. WnaT THE ANCIENTS KNEW ABOUT ABTRONOMY.

L
A 3EW WORDS TO THE MASONIC FRATERNITY.

Tez writer of this work was for a long time
in considerable doubt as to the propriety of its
publication—not because be had any lack of faith
in the truth of the theory it advocates, but from
a fear that the revelations it contains might be
thought unlawful according to a strict construc-
tion of the maisonic obligation. But, after con-
sulting with many conscientious as well as emi-
nent members of the fraternity, the author was
confirmed in his belief that nothing is said in the
book which disclczes any of the essential secrers
of the order.

" The “ essential secrets ” of freemasonry are de-
fined by Dr. Oliver, in his “ Dictionary of Symbol-
ical Masonry,” 4s consisting of nothing more * than
the signs, grips, pass-words, end tokens essential
to the preservation of the society from the inrcads
of impostors, together with certain symbolical em-
blems, the technical terms appertaining to which
serve as a sort of universal language by which the
members of the fraternity can distinguish each
other in all places and countries where lodges are
instituted.” Now, although in the fcllowing pages
the masonic tradition as to the history of an im-
purtant masonic personage is freely slluded to,
nowhere is there anything said, or even iwnplied,

by which any of the essential secrets of the craft
are placed in peril ; nor is there a particle of in-
formation given which can be of use to unprinci-
pled persons, however acute, who might desire to
impose themselves upon the fraternity as having
a right to its benefita and honors. The masonic
reader should also bear in mind that many things
iz the following pages, which are to him full of
masonic significance, will appear to the uninitiated
but an expression of some of the simplest faats in
the science of astronomy, long established and
kncwn to all.

Says Gadicke, a masonic writer of repute:
“ With the increace of enlightenment and rational
refleciion, it is admitted that a brother may both
speak and write much upon the order without be-
coming a traitor to its secrets. . . . Inquiries into
the history of the order, and the true meaning of
its hierogly~hics and ceremonies by learned breth-
ren, can not be considered treason, fcr the order
itself recommends the study of its history, and
that every brother should instruct his fellows as
much as possible. It is the same with the printed
explanation of the moral principles and symbols
of the order. We are recommended to study
them incessantly, until we have made ourselves
masters cf the valuable information they contain ;
and, 7. hen ous learned and cautious brethren pnb-
lisk the result of their inqairies, they ought to he
most welcome to the craft.” These remarks of



8 STELLAR TEEJLIGY A.ND.HASONIS ASTRONOMY.

Gadicke ere quotau with approbatioa by Dr. Oli-
ver, who himsclf says, in the intrzduction to nis
“ Landmarks” :

“Nec kypetacsis can be more untenable than
that which forebodes evil to the masonic institu-
tion from the publication of scientific treatiscs
illustrative of itc philosophy and moral tendency.

The lodge lectures, in their most ample and ex- -
tended form. however pleasing and instructive:

soever they may be, are uasatisfactory and incon-
clusive. They are msrely eierzentary, and do not
amply aad complecely illustrate any ore peculiar
doctrine. As taey are usually delivered in nine
tenths of our lodges, they are monotorous, and
not perfectly adapted to the end for which they
are framed, or for the effect they are intended to
produce. For this reason it is that literary and
scieniific men, who have been tempted to join our
ranks in the hope of opening a new source of in-
tellectual enjoyment, and of recziving an accession
of novel ideas for their reflection and delight, so
frequently retire, if not with disgust, at least with
mixed feelings of sorrow and regret, at the un-

profitable sacriiice of so much valuable time which.

might have been applied to a better purpose.” Ee
adds that, “if the authorized lectures of masonry
.were amplified and illustratad, such instances would
not only rarely occur, but our lodges would become
the resort of all the talent and intelligence in the
country.”

Dr. Mackey, wao in America holds the highest
rank a8 & masonic writer, says : “ The European
mnascns are far more liberal in their views of the
obligation of secrecy than the English or Ameri-
cane. There are few things, indeed, which a
French or German masonic writer will refuse to
discuss with the utmost frankness. It is now be-
ginning to be very generally admitted—and Eng-
lish and American writers are acting on the ad-
mission—that the only real agorrieta (essential
secrets) of freemasonry are the wodes of recegni-

_tiop and the peculiar and distinctive ceremonies
of the order, and to these last it is ciaimed that
reference may be publically made for the purgose
of scientific investigation, prcvided ibst the ref-
erence be made so as to be obsuure to the profane
and intelligible only to the initiated.” (Symbol-
ism—Synoptical Index, Apcrrieta.)

Ilany masonz who do not make themselves
familiar with the standard and authcrized ma-
sopic authors, like Dr. Oliver in Eugland, acd
Pike, Mackey, and Morris in merica, are not
aware bow freely many parts of our ritual are
syoken of by brothers occupyirg the mcst distin-
gnished pcsitions in the fraternity.

In this wosk “1 have been scrupulously care-
ful about the admission of a single sentence from
the peculiar lectures of masonry which has not
already appeared in a printed form in one or
other of cur legitimate publications.”

In speaking of the masonic traditions rnd
legends, I bave used no greater freedom than
other masonic writers whose works are author-
ized by the highest masonic bodies in England,
Germany, France, and America ; and, in view
of all these considerations, have come to the
conclusion that it was not wise to permit an un-
necessary and unrequired degree of caution to
longer delay the publication of truths which are,
as I am persuaded, of great importance and in
terest to the craft.

IL
THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES DESCRIBED.

+Ir we closely examine the elder forms of re-
ligious worship, we will find in most of them tkat
God is worshiped under the symbol of the sun.
This is not only true of those nations called pagan,
but we aleo find in the Bible itself the sun alluded
to as the most peérfect and appropriate symbol of
the creator. The sun is the most splendid anc
glorious object in nature. The regularity of its
course knows no change. It is “the same yester-
day, to-day, and for ever.” It is the physical and
magnetic sour3e of all life 2nd motion. Its light
is a type of sterna! truth ; its warmth of universal
benevoience. It is therefore not strange that man
in all ages has sclected the sun as the highest and
most perfect emblem of God. There is a natural
tcndency, however, in the human mind, to ‘con-
found ol syinbols with the person or thing which
they were at first only intended #c illustrate. In
the courgse of ‘ime we therefore find that most
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nations forgot the worship of the true God, and
began to adore the sun itself, which they thus
deified and persounified. The sun thus personified
wag made the theme of allegorical bistory, em-
blematic of his yearly passage through the twelve
constellations.

The zodiac is the apparent path of the sun
amorg the stars. It was divided by the ancients
into twelve equal parts, composed of clusters of
stars, named after “living creatures,” typical of
the twelve months, This glittering belt of stars
was therefore called the zodice, that word mean-
ing “living creatures,” being derived from the
Greek word zodiakos, which comes from zo-on, an
animal. This latter word is compounded directly
from the primitive Egyptian radicals, zo, life, and
on, 8 being.

The eun, as he pursued his way among these
“living creatures” of the zodiac, was said, in
allegorical language, either to assume the nature
of or to triumph over the sign he entered. The
sun thus became a Bull in Taurws, and was wor-
shiped as such by the Egyptians under the name
of Apis, and by the Assyrians as Del, Baal, or
Bul In ZLeo the sun became a Lion-slayer, Her-
cules, and an Archer in Sagittarius. In Pisces,
the Fishes—he was a fish—Dagon, or Vishnau, the
fish-god of the Philistines and Hindoos. When
the sun enters Capricornus he reaches his lowest
souibern declination ; afterward as he emerges
from that sign the days become longer, and the
Sun grows rapidly in light and beat; hence we
are told in mythology that the Sun, or Jupiter,
was suckled by a goat. The story of the twelve
labors of Hercules is but an allegory of the pas-
sage of the sun through the twelve signs of the
zodiac, and past the constellations in proximity
thereto.

The beautiful virgin of the zodiae, Virgo,
together with the Moon, under a score of differ-
ent names, furnishes the female element in these
mythoiogical stories, the wonderful adventures
of the gods. These fables-are most of them
absurd enough if understood as real histories, but,
the allegorical key being given, many of them
are found to contsin profound and sublime astro-
nomical truths. This key was religiously kept

secret by the priests and philosophers, atd was |

only imparted to those who were initiated into
the Mysteries. The profane and vulgar crowd
were kept in darkness, and believed in and wor-
shiped a real Hercules or Jupiter, whom they
thought actually lived and performed all the ex-
ploits and underwent all the transformations of
the mythology.

By these means the priests of Egypt ruled the
peopie with a despotic nower. The fables of the
mythology disclosed to them grand scientific
truths, and to them oniy. The very stories them-
selves served to perpetuate those truths for the
benefit of the initiated, and also formed an easy
vehicle for their transmission. Books were not
only rare and difficult of multiplication, but it is
also probable that, in order that scientific knowl-
edge might be concealed, it was considered un-
lawful to commit it to writing. If in special
cases it became an absolute necessity to do so,
the sacred hieroglyphs were employed. These
were known only to the initiated ; there was an-.
other sort of written characters used by the com-
mon people. (Rawlinson’s “ Herodotus,” Appen-
dix to Book II, Cbapter V.)

Science was thus for the most part orally
transmitted from one hierophant to another.
‘While an abstruse and difficult lecture is not
easy, either to remember or to repeat, on the con-
trary, a mythological tale can with ease be re-
tained. in the memory and commaunicated to an-
otber, together with the key for its interpretation.
These fables, therefore, served a threefold pur-
pose : 1. They kept the secrets of science from
all but those who understood the key to them;
2. Being themselves easy to remember, they
served, on the principle of the art of mnemonins,
or artificial memory, to keep alive the recollection
of scientific facts which otherwise might be lost ;
8. Being the means of keeping the people ir ig-
norance, by their use the priests were enabled
to rule them through their superior kuowledge of
the secrets of nature, whick gave them the power
of working apparent miracles. :

The science in which the Egyptian priesthood
were most proficient, and which they most jeal-
ously guarded, was that of astronomy. The peo-
ple worshiped the sun, moon, and stars as gods,
and a knowledge of their true nature would have
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at once put an end to the influence of the priests,
who were believed by the ignorant and supersti-
tious crowd to be able te withbold or dispense,
by prayers, invocations, and sacrifices, the divine
favor. The priest of a pretended god, when once
his god is exposed, stands before the world a con-
victed impostor. To deny the divinity of the
sun, moon,  and stars, or, what was the same

thing, to permit science to disclose their true |-

nature to the masses of the people, was conse-
quently held by the priesthood of Egypt as the
highest of crimes. By a knowledge of astronomy
the priests were able to calculate and to predict
eclipses of the sun and moon, events beheld with

superstitious swe and fear by the multitude. See-.

ing how certainly these predictions, when thus
made, were fulfilled, the priests were credited
with the power to foretell other events, and to
look into the future generally. So.they cast ho-
roscopes and assumed to be prophets.

Of course, a knowledge of astronomy diffused
among the people would have been fatal to these
pretensions. Theé facts of ‘astronomy were there-
fore, for these reasons, most carefully hidden from

the common people, and the pnesfhood only com--

municated them to each other, veiled in allegori-
cal fables, the key to which was disclosed to him
only who had taken the highest degrees of the
Mysteries, and given the most convmcmg proofs
of his fidelity and zeal. .

The names under which the sun was personi-
fiad were many, but the one great feature, most
prolific of fables, was his great decline in light
and bheat during winter, and his renewal in glory
and power at the vernal equinox and summer sol-
stice, which gave rise to all that class of legends
which represent the sun-god (under various
names) as dying and being restored to life again.

Thus we are told, in the Egyptian sacred le-
gend, that Osiris, or tbe San, was slain by Zyphon,
a gigantic monster, typical of darkness and .the
evil powers of nature. The body was placed in
a chest, thrown, into the Nile, and swept out to
sea. Iais, or the Moon persomﬁed as a goddess,

ransacks the whole earth in search of the body,

which she finds hombly mutilated. She j joins the

dissevered parts, and raises him to life again.
In the Greek mythology we are told that

Adonis (the Lord, or sun-god) is slain, but re-
turns to life again for six months each year—thus
dying in the fall and winter months and returning
to life again during the spring and summer.

The ritual of the Mysteries in Egypt, India,
and Greece, was founded upon this legend, in
some form, of the death and resurrection of the
personified sun-god.

The Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris and Isis were
in the form of a mystic drama, representing the
death- by_violence of Osiris (the sun-god), the

| search for his body by Isis, the Moon, and its

finding and being raised to life and power again.
In the celebration of these Mysteries the neophyte
was made to perform all the mysterious wander-

"ings of the goddess amid the most frightful scenes.

He was guided by one of the initiated, who wore
a mask representing a dog’s head, in allusion to
the bright star Sothis (Sirius, or the dog-star), so
called because the rising of that star each year
above the horizon just before day gave warning
of the approaching inundation‘of the Nile. The
word Sothis means the “barker,” or “monitor.”

The candidate was by this guide conducted
through a dark and mysterious labyrinth. With
much pain he struggled through involved paths,
over horrid chasms, in darkness and terror. At
length he arrived at a stream of water, which he
was dirested to pass. Suddenly, bowever, he was
assaulted and arrested by three men, disguired in
grotesque forms, who, taking a cup of water from
the stream, forced the terrified candidate to first
drink of it. This was the water of forgetfulneas,
by drinking which all his former crimes were to
be forgotten, and his mind prepared to receive
new instructions of virtue and truth.

The attack of Zyphon, or the spirit of dark-
ness, typical of the evil powers of nature, upon
Osiris, who is slain, was also enacted as the in-
itiation progressed, and amid the most terrible
scenes, during which the ¢ judgment of the dead ”
was also represented, and the punishments of the
wicked exhibited as realities to the candidate.
The search for the body of Osiris, which was
concealed in the mysterious chest or “ark,” fol-
lowed. The mutilated remains were at last found,
and deposited amid loud cries of sorrow and de- -
spair. The initiation closed with the return’od
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Opsiris to life and power. The candidate now
beheld, amid effulgent beams of light, the joyful
mansions of the blessed, and the resplendent
plains of paradise.

%] saw the sun at nndmght ” (says Apuleins,
speaking of his own initiation into the Mysteries
of Isis) “shining with its brilliant light, and I
approached the presence of the gods beneath, and
the gods of heaven, and stood near and worshiped
them.” (See “ Metamorphoses.”) .

At this stage of -the initiation, all was life,
light, and joy. The candidate was himself figu-
ratively considered to have risen to a new and
more perfect life. The past was déad, with all
its crimes and unhappiness. Henceforth the can-
didate was under the especial protection of Isis,
to whose service he deilicated bis new life. (See
Apuleius.)

The sublime mysteries of religion and the
profoundest teachings of science were now re-
vealed to him, and satisfied his thirst for knowl-
edge, while the possession of power as ome of
the hierarchy gratified his ambition..

The Mysteries of all the other nations of an-

tiquity were quite similar to those of Egypt, and’

were no doubt derived from them.

In India the chief deity was triune, and con-
sisted of Brakma, the Creator, Vishnu, the Pre-
gerver, and Siva, the Destroyer ‘Brahma was
the representative of the rising sun, and the oth-
ers respectively of the meridian and the setting
sun. The aspirant having been sprinkled with
water and divested of his shoes, was caused to
circumambulate the altar three times.

At the east, west, and south’ points of the
mystic circle were stationed triangularly the
three representatives of the sun-god, deuoting

the rising, setting, and meridian sun. Each time |

the aspirant arrived in the south he was made to
exclaim, “I copy the example of the sun, and
follow bis benevolént course.”

After further ceremonies, consisting in the
main of solemn admonitions by-the chief Brah-
mab to lead a life of purity and holiness, the aspi-
rant was agsin placed in charge of his conductor,
and enjoined to maintain striot silence under the
voverest penalty ; told to summon up all his forti-
tude and betray no symptoms of cowardice. '

Amid the gloom then began bewailings for
the loss of the sun-god Sita, followed by cere-
monies of fearful import, and scenic representa-
tions of a terrible nature. The candidate was
made to personify Vishnu, and engaged in a con-
test with the powers of darkness, which, as the
representative of the god, he subdued. This was
followed by a dazzling display. of light, and a
view of Brahma exalted, glorified, and trium-
phant.

In Persia the candidate was prepared by nu-
merous lustrations performed with water, ﬁre, and
honey. A prolonged f: fty days in a
gloomy cavern followed, where' m solitude be
endured cold, bunger, and stripes. * After this the
candidate was introduced for initiation into an-
other cavern, where he was received on the point
of a sword presented to, and slightly wounding,
his naked left breast. He was next crowried with
olive, anointed with the sacred oil, and clad in
enchanted armor., He was then taken through
the seven stag'es of his initiation. As he trav-
ersed the circuitous mazes of the gloomy cavern
his fortitude was tried by fire and water, and by
apparent combats with wild beasts and hideous
forms, typical of the evil powers of nature, in
the midst of darkness, relieved only by flashes of -
lightning and the pealing of thunder. He was
next made to behold the torments of the wioked
in Hades. This was followed by a view of Ely-
sium, and the initiation concluded by a display
of divine light and the final triumph of Ormuzd,
the sun-god, over all the powers of darkness. -

In Greece the Mysteries were denominated
the lesser and greater Mysteries. A chosen few
only were admitted to the latter, and they were

" bound to secrecy by the most frightful oaths.

The Eleusinian Mysteries were performed by
the Athenians at Eleusis every fifth year, and
were subsequently introduced at Rome by Adri-
au. These Mysteries were the same as those of
Orpheus. A magnificent temple of vast extent
having been erected for their celebration at Eleu-
sis, they subsequently became known as tke Eleu.
sinian Mysteries. The principal officers who con-
ducted the ceremonies were the Hierophant, the
Torch-Bearer, the Priest, the Archon, or King,
and the Mystagogue,
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The hieropbant appeared seated upon a mag-
nificent throne, adorned with gold. He was
dressed in a royal robe ; over his head a rainbow
was arched, and there also the moon and seven
stars were seen. Around his neck was suspended
a golden glube. These expressive symbols all
point out the fact that the hierophant repre-
sented the sun. Before him werc twenty-four
attendants, clad in white robes and wearing
golden crowns. These represented the twenty-
four ancient constellations of the upper hemi-
sphere. Around him burred with dazcling ra-
diance seven lights, denoting the seven planets.
The torch-bedrer, whose duty it wa- to lcad the
procession when the wanderings of Rhea com-
menced in search of the body of the lost god,
may have been intended to represent the feebler
light of the moon, since Rhea and Ceres were
both identical, according to Herodotus, with the
Egypcian Isis. The duty of the mystagogue was
to impose silence on the assembly, and command
the profane to withdraw. The priest officiated
at the altar, and bore the symbol of the moon,

being, like the Egyptian priests of lsis, devoted

to her service.

The archon, or king, preserved order, offered
also prayers and sacrifices, compelled all unworthy
and uninitiated persons to retire at the order of
the mystagogue, and punished all who presumed
to disturb the sacred rites. The aspirant was
required to pass through a period of prebation,
during which he prepared himself by chastity,
fasting, prayer, and penitence. He was then
uressed in sacrcd gnrments, crowned with myrtle,
and blindfolded. After being thus “duly and
truly prepared” he was delivered over to the
Mystagogue, who began tae initiation by the pre-
scribed proclamation :

« Eeas, exus, eate Bebeloi ! "—
all ye profaue !”)

“The aspirant was then conducted on a long
and painful pilgrimage through many dark and
circuitous passages : sometimes it ecemed to him
a8 if he were ascending steep hills, walking over
flinty ground, which tore his feet at every step,
and again down deep valleys and through dense
and difficult forests. Meanwhile as Lie advanced,
sounds of terror surrounded him, and he heard

(* Depart hence,

the fierce roar of wild beasts and the hissing of
serpents. At length, the baudage being removed
from nis eyes, he found bimself in what seemed
a wild and uncultivated country. The light of
day never penetrated this gloomy region, and a
pale and spectral glare just served to iight up the
borrore of the scenc. Lions, tigers, byenas, and
venomous serpcats menaced him at every point,
while thunder, lightning, firc and water, tempest
and earthquake, threatened the destruction of
the entire world. Il¢ hardly recovers from his
surprise and terror, his eyes no sooner become
accustomed to the twilight of the place, than he
discovers before him a huge iron door, on which
is this inscription : ¢ He who would attain to the
highest and most perfect state, and rise te the
sphere of absolute bliss, must be purified by fire,
air, and water.  Ie had searcely read tbese words
when the dvor turned on its hinges, and he was
thrust into a vast apartment also shrouded in
gloom ” (Arnold).

Then began the wanderings of Rhea in search
of the remains of Dacchus, her body begirt with

' a serpent, and a flaming torch in her hand, utter-

ing as she goes wild and frantic shrieks and lam-
entations for her loss. Those already initiated
join in, and mix their how'ings with hers, blended
with mournful music. By mcans of certain me-
chanical contrivances (see Salverti’s “ Philosophy
of Magic,” vol. i, Chapter X ; also, Brewster’s
“Natural Magic”) the plains of Tartarus were
presented as realities before bis eyes. He bebald
the flames amid which the wicked suffered the
purification by fire. Behind him yawned a dis-
mal and dark abyss, from which issued a burning
wind and voices of woe and suffering. Approach-
ing the brink he looks down, and sees some sus-
pended on the sharp points of the rocks, and others
impaled on a mighty wheel, which turced without
ceasing, thus working their way toward heaven
through the purgatorial air. The purification by
water was represented by the horrors of a gloomy
lake, into which souls less guilty were plunged.
Apuleins also alludes to this purification by fire,
air, and water. He says, “I approached the
confines of death, and, having trod on the thresh-
old of Proserpine, I returned therefrom, being
borne through all the elements.”
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As the aspirant thus wanders among these
startling scenes, surrounded by the wild cries and
lamentgtions of the goddess and her train, at a

2

L~ » J

r

OsIBIS.

The god is representcd emblematically as a man with a ball's
head, hicrogiyphically denoting the sun in Taurus. In one
haund he holds the symbol of cternal life, in the other the
cmbhlen of power, above which appears the name of the
god in hieroglyphics, which, by a singular coincidence, is
comnposed almost catirely ot masonic emblems.

signal from the hicrophant a sudden turn is given
to their feelings. The gloom begins to disappear,
and their crics of grief are changed to joyful and
triumphant shouts of “ Eurekamen, eurekamen!”
(“We have found it!”) The euresis, or discovery
of the body, is then celebrated, and the mangled
form of the murdered sun-god restored from death
and darkness to life and light and power.
Another iron gate, heretofore concecaled, is
now thrown open. The Orphic hymn is chanted,
and a splendid spectacle of the Elysian fields and
the bliss of the purified presented. The four-and-
twenty .attendants of the hieropbant prostrate
themselves before him, and, amid strains of sol-
emn music, the neophyte receives the benedic-
tion and instructions of the hierophant. (See
Rev. A. C. Arnold’s “ History of Secret Soci-
eties ” ; Bishop Warburton on the “ Mysteries” ;

Oliver’s “History of Initiation”; Apuleius’s

“Metamorphoses”; and Salverti’s « History of
Magic.”)

The Mysteries of the ('wdirin, or Rabiri, of
Samothrace, were to the same effect, and were de-
rived from the same Egyptian source—the Mys-
teries of Osiris and Isis—which they perbaps fol-
lowed more clusely. The candidate, after a term
of probation, was purified by water and blood,
made to sacrifice a bull and a ram, and to drink
of two fountains, the one called Lethe (oblivion)

GNOSTIO GEM OF IBIS.

“Isis was wifo of Osiris and mother of Horus. She was origi-
nally the goddeu of the earth, anil afterward of the moon.
The Greeks identify her both with Demeter, or Ceres, and
with Jo.”—Smith’s “ Classical Dictionary.”

and the other Mnemosyne (memory), by which
means he lost the recollection of all of his former
orimes, and preserved the memory of his new in-
structions and vows. This is exactly similar to
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the Egyptian Mysteries. The candidate was next | by an invisible choir, and all the scenes of ter-

conducted to a dark cavern, and thence through

ror multiplied.
These fearful visions were brought to a
close by -a flood of dazzling light. All the
emblems of death vanished. The dead body
of the sun-god on the bier was raised and
returned to life amid demonstrations of joy
and triumph. The candidate was then in-
“structed, sprinkled with water, and a new
nume given him. This new name, together
with a mystic token and sign, was engraved
upon a small white stone and presented to
him. . )

The Mysteries of Dionysus wcre the same
is the Eleusinian and those of Bacchus, Di-

DIONYSTBS, OR BACCHTS.

borrible scenes similar to those before described.
The walls were clothed in black, and he was sur-
rounded by all the emblems of decay and death.
Terrible phantoms passed and repasscd before

CERES, DEMETER, I8Is, ETC. -

him, A bier rose up at his feet, and on it
was 8 coffin and a dead body, representing the
slain sun-god. A funeral dirge was chanted

anysus being but one of the names of Bac-
chus. ) ) .

The Dionysiac Mysteries and thore of the
Kabiri prevailed in Asia Minor, and spread
through all the cities of Syria, Mlirum, King of
Tyre, was undoubtedly the high-priest of these

VIRGO.

Virgo is the sign the sun enters in August, and was depicted
in the zodiac holding in her hands the emblems of the
barvest. The identity of Ceres, the goddess of the har-
vest, with the constellation Virgo, is yuite plain. This
figure of the fruitful virgin was placed in the zodinc as
emblematic of the harvest season, because the sun is in
those stars at that time. The word “Virgo™ originally
implied not ¢nly a virgin, but any virtuous matron. By

* an astronomical allegory this virgin of August became a
oddess, who decscended to the earth, presided over the
est, taught mankind sgriculture, and was worshiped

under various names,
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Mysteries at Tyre, and the institution continued
to exist in Judea as late as the time of Christ, as
a sccret society known as the Essenes. (*“His-
tory of Secret Societies,” by Rev. Augustus C.
Armold.)

From the foregoing descriptions of the differ--
ent Mysteries, it clearly appears that the main
facts of the legend of the death of the sun-god
and his return to life, as illustrated and celebrated
in them all, are substantially the same, having
been derived from the same source—the Mys-
teries of Osiris and Isis. The death of the sun-
god, whom the ¢ aspu-a.nt ", dramatically repre-
sented, was the main characteristic of them all.
So intimately were the ideas of death and initia-
tion connected, that in the Greek language tbe
same word expressed both ideas, for Tticvrav is
to die, and teAreiddar to be initinted. (\Warbur-
ton, “ Div. Lg.,” Book II, 5. 4.) The names, how-
- ever, by which the personified sun-god was known,
. varied with the language of the people :

% Ogygia me Bacchum vocat;
Osirin Egyptus putat; '
Mysi Phanacerp nominant ;
Dionuson Indi existimant ;
Romana sacra Liberum;
Arabica gens Adoneum.”
—Ausoxivs, E}ngram 80.

But, although the legend of initiation was thus
substantially the same in all the civilized nations
of antiquity, yet it must be borne in mind that
the allegory of the death and return to life of the
sun-god was naturally and necessarily modified
in its minor details so as to conform to the dif-
ferent conditions of climate and order of the sea-
sons, which prevailed in the various countries,
into which it was adopted from Egypt. The
Egyptians divided the year into seasons peculiar
to themselves, consequent upon the exceptional
nature of their country, where all agricultural pur-
suits were dependent upon and regulated by the
yearly inundation of the Nile. They divided the
year into three seasons of four months each :.the
first was called the season of * Plants,” and orig-
inally included November, December, January,
and February ; the second was termed the sea-
son of “ Flowering,” or “ Harvest,” and included
Maroh, April, May, and June; the third was

known as the season of “ Waters,” or “ Inunda-
tion,” alluding to the overflow of the Nile, and
orxgmally consisted of July, August, September,
and October. (Rawlinson’s ¥ Herodotus,” vol. ii,
page 238.) If we inscribe an equilateral triangla
within the circle of the zodiac, placing Taurus
on the vernal equinox, and ZLeo at tbe eummer
éolptice, as was the ‘case when the Egyptian sea-
sons were first divided, we will have a correct
representation of the ancient Egyptian year,

Bat, in the course of time, owing to the want
of a correct knowledge of the true length of the
solar year, these seasons changed, and those of
summer fell in winter. It was therefore found
to be necessary to make a correction of the cal-
endar, which was done by observations taken of
the heliacal rising of the dog-star Sothis, or Siri-
ws. In their sacred calendar, however, the Egyp-
tian priests appear to have retained the “vague”
or indefinite year of three hundred and sixty days,
8o that the festivals of the gods illustrating the
legend of Osiris might pass through all the dif-
ferent seasons of the year. (lekmson’s “ An-
cient. Egyptians,” vol. ii, chapter viii.)  This igno-
rance of tbe true length of the rolar year produced
also a similar confusion in the times of celebrsting
the festival of the gods in other countries, so that
a festival, ‘originally intended (for instance) to

‘celebrate the arrival of the sun at the summer

solstice, with appropriate ceremonies, might come
to fall in winter, when™ the nature of those cere-
monies had no harmony with the season. In like -
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manner 3 festival, originally intended to celebrate
the new birth of the sun at the winter solstice,
would in process of time come to be held in the
summer, and thus be in utter violation of the solar
allegory. This, of course, had the cffect to en-
tirely hide, or greatly obscure, the original solar

allusion of these festivals, and it was probably for |

this reason that the Egyptian priesthood retained
the “ vague ” year in their sacred calendar.

The neglcet of the fraction of a year in the
calendar does not appear to amount to much, hut,
owing to this cause alone, the first of January in
the time of Julius Ceesar had fallen back so as to
nearly coincide with the autumnal equinox. Ciesar
corrected the calendar, bat, in order to do so, was
obliged to make an extraordinary year of four
hundred and forty-five days; this was called
“the year of confusion.” This correction made
by Cesar did not prevent the recurreuce of the
same evil, for in process of time it was found
that the seasons again began to dizagree with the
almanac, and the religious festivals of the Chris-
tian Church, like those of its pagan predecessor,
began to fall out of place. This led to the cor-
rection made by Pope Gregory, and the subse-
quent adoption of our present method of keeping
the calendar correct. The »olar allegory, when it
was introduced into countries north of Egvpt, and
whose agriculture was not regulated Ly the over-
flow of the Nile, was modified, as we have seen,
in some particulars, in order to harmonize the
allegory with the climate and order of seasons

which prevailed in those countries ; but any want-

of correspondence that subsequently existed be-
iween the festivals, originally intended to cele-
brate the summer and winter solstices and the
vernal and autumnal equinoxes, and the true time
of the sun’s arrival at those points, was due to an
imperfect calendar, resulting from an ignorance
of the true length of the solar year.

Another cause which had the effect to obscure
the original astronomical signification of the
mythological tales of antiquity is the phenome-
non known as the “ precesston of the equinoxes,”
which bas also changed the order of the seasons,
8o far as the same is marked by the entrance of
the sun into particular constellations of the zo-
diac, at certain periods of the year. As, for in-

| stance, the advent of spring was anciently marked
! by the entrance of the sun among the stars of
the constellation Zuwrus, it is now marked by
his appearance among the stars of the constella-
tion Piseces. The nature of this phenomenon and
the astronomical changes which it has produced
will bc more fully explained in the following
chapter.

In our astronomical explanation of the masonic
traditions, legends, and emblems. all these causes,
thus tending to obscure and modify the original
solar allegory, will be taken into secount, and the
same astronomically adapted, for obvious reasons,
to the astronomical conditions existing in coun-
tries north of the equator at the time of the build-
ing of King Solomon’s temple, and rome three or
four hundred years immediately hefore and after,

Some of the masonic emblems, however, mast
be referred to a perivd much carlier, and some to
a much later date, for it must he remembered
that the astronomical legends and emblems of
freemasonry did not all originate at the same
period of time nor among the same people.  They
all, however, harmonize in their allegorical method,
and strictly conform te the state of the heavens,
and astronomieal conditions, and the order of the
scasons, as well as the degree of scientific knowl-
edge of the era and country in which they respee-
tively originated and became incorporated into
that system of symbolical instruction then already
existing, and now known as masonic.

It is the intention of this work to show—I1.
That the masonic tradition is but one of the nu-
merous ancient allegories of the yearly passage
of the personified Sun among the twelve constel-
lations of the zodiac—being founded on a system
! of astronomical symbols and emblems employed
for the purpose of teaching and illustrating the
two great truths, of the being of ONE spiritual,
invisible, omnipresent, and omnipotent Gop, and
the ¢mmortality of the soul of man. 2. That,
while these two great doctrines were also origi-
nally taught in all the ancient Mysteries, by the
use of the same astronomical allegories and sym-
bols, freemasonry alone retained its primitive
truth and purity, while the others degenerated
into a corrupt system of solar worship. The sun,
originally intended as a gymbol only of the true
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Uod, was in time confounded with the person of
God himself, and thus itself worshiped 28 a god.
In frecmasonry, on the contrary, it would appear
that the exact reverse of this process has taken
place, for, while the idea of God as an invisible
spiritual being has been reverently kept alive, on
the other band, the original symbolism and primi-
tive allegory relating to the sun as an illustration
and emblem of the divine nature has been lost
sight of, and the true meaning and profound sci-
entific import of the masonic tradition, legends,
and emblems thus almost forgotten. The Rev.
Dr. Oliver, whose great learning will be disputed
by none, says: “ The poets, historians, and phi-
losophers of Greece, all of whom had been initi-
ated into the Mysteries, unite in describing the
Supreme Being as ONE single, divine, and unap-
proachable essence, who created and governs the
world. And in India the Supreme Deity is thus
made to describe himself, in one of the sacred
books, which has been preserved and transmitted
from an unknown period: ‘I was even at first
not any other thing ; that which exists; the su-
preme ; and afterward I am that which is; and
he who must remain am L'” (“ Landmarks,”
Lecture XXI.) :

In the notes to this lecture of Dr. Oliver’s,
much valuable information on this point is also
collected and condensed. The following is from
the celebrated anthem of “ Orpbeus ™ :

“When the doors are carefully guarded to
excludc the profane, I will communicate the
SECRET OF SECRETS to the aspirant perfectly in-
itiated. Attend, therefore, to my words, for I
shall reveal a soiemn and unexpected truth to
your startled ears—a truth which wiil overturn
all your preconceived opinions, and convey to
your ind unalloyed bappiness. Let your soul
be elevated to the contemplation of divinity.
Adore Him, for He is the governor of the world.
Enow that HE 138 OxE—that He has no equal,
and that to Him all things are indebted for their
existence. He s cverywhere present, though in-
visible, and all human thoughts are open to His
inspection.” (Note 27.)

On the temple of Sais, in Lower Egypt, was
inscribed the following sentence relating to the
Deity :

2

“I am all that hath been, and is, and shall be,
And my veil no mortal bath yet removed.” (Note 29.)

In Note 32 to the same lecture, a translation is
given of an extract from the Veda, which is deemed
the oldest book in the world, except certain parts
of the Bible. It is a translation made in 1656 by
command of the Sultan Darah of an Oupanishat,
a worG meaning the secret thut is not to be re-
vealed: “ And what was this great mystery which
was so carefully concealed in those ancient books ?
Like the secret of the Ejyptian and Grecian
Mysteries, it was nothing less than the Unity of
the Godhead, under the name of Ruder, which is
thus explained in another of their sacred books :

“The angels baving assembled themselves to-
gether in heaven before Ruder, made obeisance
and asked him, ‘O Ruder, what art thou?’ Ru-
der replied : ‘ Were there any other, I would de-
scribe myself by a similitude. I always was, T
always am, I always shall be. There is no other,
80 that I can say to you, I am like him. In this
ME is the inward essence and the exterior sub-
stance of all things. I am the primitive cause of
all things in the east or west, or north or south—
above or below, it is I. J am all. T am older
than all. I am the King of kings. My attri-
butes are transcendent. Jam Zrwh. I am the
spirit of creation. I am the Creator. I am Al
mighty. I am Purity. I am the first, the mid-
dle, und the end. I am Light”

Certainly no more sublime and comprehensive
description of the eternal God was ever written.

Speaking of the antiquity of the Veda, Max
Miller says : “It will be difficult to settle whether
the Veda is the ‘oldest of books,’ and whether
some portions of the Old Testament may not be
traced back to the same or even an earlier date
than the oldest hymns of the Veda. But in the
Aryan world the Veda is certainly tbe oldest
book, and its preservation amounts almost to a
marvel.” (See ‘ Lecture on the Vedas,” at Leeds,
1865.) Maller in the same lecture fixes the date
of the Vedas at “betwean twelve and fifteen hun-
dred years before the Christian era.” This is over
three thousand years ago.

Dr. Oliver, in Note 34 to his lectures before
quoted, informs us that Zoroaster taught that
“ God is the first—incorruptible, eternal, unmade,
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invisible—most unlike everything—the leader or
author of all good—uunbrihable—the best of the
good—the wisest of the wise.”

With all this evidence before him, and actually
quoted in his writings, Dr. Oliver, strange as it
may appear, is in the constant habit, in his works,
of branding without distinction all the ancient
Mysteries as “spurious freemasonry,” an epithet
which he invented, and which bas been adopted
by a few others. But, if the sublime views of
God above quoted arc “spurious,” where shall
we look for the genuinc ones, for those taught in
freemasonry to-day are the same ?

Late discoveries make the fact, that the unity
of God was taught in the ancient Lgyptnan \Iys-
teries, beyond all doubt.

“ The manifold forms of the Egvptmn pan-
theon ” (says the late E. Deutsch) “ were but re-
ligious masks of the sublime doctrine of the unity
of the Deity communicated to tbe initiated in the
Myateries.” The gods of the Pantheon, says M.
Pierrot, were “only manifestations of the One
Being in varous capacities.” (*Dict. d’Arch.
Egypt.,” article “ Religion,” Paris, 1875.) M.
Maspero and other scholars have arrived at the
same conclusion. (“Hist. Auc. des Peuples de
I'Orient,” cap. i, Paris, 1876.)

The following hymn occurs in two papyri in
the British Museum. It represents the thought
prevalent in Egypt at the time of the Exodus,
and is the work of Enna :

" Ku’l to tbee, o Nile!

He cauaeth growth to fnlﬁll all deslres,

He never wearies of it.

He maketh his might a buckler;

He is not graven in marble

As an itage bearing the double crowns,

He is not beheld ;

He hath peither ministrants nor offerings ;

He is not adored in sanctnaries,

His abode is not known, .
No shrine is found with painted fignres (of him).
There is no building that can contain him:
Unknown is his name in heaven.

He does pot manifest his forms;

Vain are all representations of him.”

And again we find the one’God thus described :
“He hath made the world with his hand, its wa-

.created from himself.”

ters, its atmosphere, its vegetation, all its flocks,
and birds, and fish, and reptiles, and beasts of the
field.” (Hymn to Osiris, translated by Chabas.)

“[Te made all the world contains, and hath
given it light when there was yet no sun.” (Mé-
lange’s “ Egypt,” i, 118, 119. Chabas.)

“Glory to thee who hast bLegotten all that
exists, who bast made.man, and made the gods
also, and all the beasts of the field! Thon makest
men to live. Thou hast no second to thee. Thou
givest the breath of life.  Thou art the Jight of
the world.” (Leeman, “ Movuments du Musée
des Pays-Bas,” ii, 3.)

But although God is the creat.or, yet he ir
himself “self-created.”

“His commencement is from the beginning.
He. is the God who has existed from old time.
There is no God without him. No mother bore
him, no father hath begotten him. God-goddess
(Chabas.)

In many of the hymns we find allusion made
to the mystery of his name, and its being bidden,
secret, and unknown—ineffuble, and not to be
spoken.

“Unknown is his name in hcaven. Whose
name is hidden from his creatures. His name
which is Amen ™ (i. e., hidden secret). Thercfore
the Egyptians never spoke the unknown name,
but used a phrase which expressed the self-exist-
ence of the eternal, “I am,” “ One Being,” “I am
one,” “J am he who I nm.” (Ritual of the Dead.)

Says John Newenham Hoare, in a late article
in the “ Nineteenth Century ”:

“The Egyptians tried to realize God by taking
some natural object which should in itself convey
to their minds some feature in God’s nature. This
became a necessity for the priests in tbe religious
teaching of the people. Therefore in the sun they
saw God manifested as the light of the world.
The more fully they felt the iufinite nature of
God, the more would they seek in nature for
symbols. . . . All the deities were regarded as
ma.nifestations of the one great ‘Creator, the un-

created, the Father of the universe.”

This is expressed in the following hymn:
“Hail to the lord of the lapse of time, king of
gods! Thou of many names, of holy transforma-
tions, of mysterious forms.”
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“ Nevertheless, as in Greece and India, so also
in ancient Egypt, the symbols became in the pop-
ular mind actual gods, and the people degenerated
into gross idolatry.

“¢They changed the glory of the incorrupt-
ible Gud into an image made like corruptible
man, and to birds, and to four-footed beasts, and
creeping things, . . . and they changed the truth
of God into a lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the creator.” (Rom. i, 25-25.)

“This is unfortunately the aspect in which
the Egyptian Pantheon bas presented itself to
mankind for many centuries.”

“T'he conception of the.unity of the Godhead
did rot prevent the Egyptians from thinking of
Gud as very near to them.”

He is their father, and they “sons beloved of
their father.”  He is the “ giver of life,” * toucher
of the hearts.” « aenrcber of the inward parts 1>
bis name.”

“ Every one glorifies thy goodnem ; mild is
thy love toward us; thy tenderness surrounds
our hearts; great is thy love in all the souls of
men.” )

One lamentation cries : “ Let not thy face be
turned away from us; the joy of our bearts is to
contcrmplate thee. Clhase all anguish from our
hearts. He wipes tears from off all faces. Hail
to thee, Ra! Lord of all truth, whose shrine is
bidden.” o,

“Lord of the gods, who listenetb "to the poor
in his distress, gentle of beart when we cry to
thee. Deliverer of the timid man from the vio-
lent, judging the poor—the poor and oppressed.
Lord of mercy, most loving ; at whose coming
men live, at whose goodness gods and men re-
joice—sovereign of life, health, and strength.”
(* Records of the Past,” ii, 98.)

“ Speak nothing offensive of the Great Crea-
tor ; if the words are spoken in secret, the heart
of man is no secret to him that madc it.” (Ibid.,
ii, 131.) ¢ He is present with thee though thon
be alone.”

As we might expect, from so lofty a concep-
tion of God, their hearts broke forth into joyous
hymns of praise :

" ¢ Hail to thee, all creatures!
Sulutation from every land.

To the height of heaven, to the breadth of the earth,
To the depths of the sea,
The gods adore thy mujesty.
The spirits thou hast made exalt thee,
Father of the father of all the gods,
Who raises the heavens, who fixes the earth.
Maker of beingy, author of existences, -
Sovereign of life. health, and strength,

Cliief of the gods,
We worship thy spirit, 1o alone hast made us.
We, whow thon hast made, thank tbee that thou hast

given u~ birth,
We give thee praisea for thy
' Mercy toward us.’ .
—(** Records of the Past,” ii, 98.)

“Such was the idea of God and bis relations
to man held by the ancient Egyptians, and, as we
might expcet, it drew forth in them ‘lovely and
pleasant lives.” The three cardinal requirements
of Egyptian piety were—love to God, love of
virtue, and love to man. )

“The honor due to parents sprang paturally
from the b«.hef in God as ¢ Our Father, which art
in bheaven.’ Wo constantly find inscriptions on
the tombs ruch as the following :- ¢ I honored my
father and mother ; Tloved my brothers ; I tanght
little children ; 1 took care of orphais as though
they had been my own .children.’ In letters of
excellent advice, addressed by an old man one
bundred and ten years of age to a young friend
(which forms the most ancient book in the world,
dating 3000 u, c.), be says : ‘The obedience of a
docile son is a blessing. God loves obedience,
Disobedience is hated by God. The obedience

_of a son maketh glad the heart of his father. A

son teachable in God’s service will be happy in
consequence o: his obedience. Ile will grow to
be old, he will find favor.’”

That our ancient brothers of Egypt were not
deficient in the masonic virtues of “ BROTRERLY
Love aND REeLIEF 4ND TrRUTR,” sppears from the
following :

“On the tombs we find the common formula :

«¢I have given bread to the hungry, water to
the thirsty, clothes to the naked, shelter to the
stranzer.” This tenderness for suffering human-
ity ia characteristic of the nation.

“ Gratefully does & man acknowledge in his
autobiography (4000 ». c.) that, ¢ Wandering, I
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wandered and was hungry ; bread was set before
me ; I fled from the land naked ; there was given
me fine linen.’” (Chabas, “Les papyras Hiera-
tiques de Berlin; revits d'il y a quatre mille
Ans,” 1863.)

“Love of truth and justice was also a distin-
guishing trait of the Egyptians. God is thus
invoked, ¢ Rock of truth is thy name.’ In an
inscription at Sistrum a king addresses ITathor,
goddess of truth, ‘I offer to thee the truth, O
goddess, for truth is thy work, and thou thyself
art the truth.’ Truthfuluess was an essential part
of the Egyptian moral code, and in the Egyptian
Ritual we are informed that, when after death
the soul enters the hall of the Two Truths, or Per-
fect Justice, it repeats the words learned upoun
earth : €O thou great God, Lord of Truth, I have
known thee, I have known thy name: Lord of
Trath is thy name. I never told a lic at the
tribunal of truth.’” (“Religion of the Ancient
Egyptians,” by John Newenbam Hoare, a late
article in the * Nineteenth Century.”)

But enough bas been advanced to establish
the fact that the ancient Mysteries originally

tanght the unity of God, and also that their moral

code was both pure and exalted.

That the ancient Mysteries, after the people
became corrupt, became corrupt in their turn,
there can be no doubt, but in their inception they
were not 8o. The crowning secret was a knowl-
edge of the true God, and the disclosure of the
fact that the sun was only a symbol of the great
Creator, and not itself a divine being. In the
midst of an age where the worship of the sun
was the established religion of all nations, no one
could with safety avow his disbelief in the di-
vine nature of the heavenly bodies. To do so
would be instant destruction.

Before the great truth of the real nature and
attributes of God could be communicated, the
candidate was required to take all the degrees of
the Mysteries, and give the strongest proofs of
his fidelity and zeal. ‘

A knowledge of the true God was, in the
language of the Orphic hymn, “the secret of
secrets,” to be only communicated when the aspi-
rant was “ perfectly initiated,” with “ doors care-
Jully guarded and the profane excluded.” It

was cven then, to those to whom it was thus
communicated, “a solemn and unezpected truth,”
which “startled their ears” and “ overturned all
their preconceived opinions.”

Taught from their earliest infancy to regard

“the sun, moon, and stars as actual divinities, and

wandering in the durkness of a false system of
religion, they were on their initiation into the
Mysteries first brought to behold the true light,

l and there obtained for the first time a knowledge

of the true God. This was the real AvTtorsy, or
“bringing to light,” of the candidate in the Mys-
teries. “It was difficult,” says Plato, * to attain,
and dangerous to publish, the knowledge of the
true God.”

The light thus communicated under the strict-
est conditions of secrecy was to be kept, when so
communicated, religiously hidden from the un-
initiated, it being well known that a public pro-
fession of the great truth would be visited by the
heavy band of both the civil and religious author-
ities, and not only their own lives but that of all
their kindred be thus sacrificed to the supersti-
tious rage of the ignorant multitude, and the in-
terested fury of the ministers of a false religion.

It is true that the priests themselves often took
an active part in the Mysteries, of which they had
taken tbe higher degrees. The Mysteries served
as a sort of theological and scientific seminary, in
which they studied the truths of religion and sci-
ence, and from the higher degrees of which the
ranks of the priestbood and rulers were from time
to time recruited. But these facts could be of no
help to him who rashly made s public profession
of his want of faith in the national solar gods.

The policy of secrecy, by which all truth,
whetber religious or scientific, was concentrated
in and confined to the Mysteries, was a *state
policy ” long established and thought to be nec-
essary for the well-being of society. It certainly
was for the well-being of the few on whom it con-
ferred power and wealth. To “reveal the Mys-
teries ” was considered the very highest of crimes,
and he who did so could bope for no mercy. The
very priests who perhaps bad initiated him, and
who did not themselves believe in the divinity of
the sun, moon, and stars, would be the first te
denounce his alleged impiety snd atheism, an
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urge on his punishment. Nor would any of the
brotherhood help him, as be would be considered
by them as a perjured traitor, who had violated
the most solemn obligations, and now scught to
destroy the order itself by exposing it to the
superstitious wrath of the ignorant multitude.
“The betrayers of the Mysteries were punished
capitally and with merciless severity., Diagoras
the Melian had revealed the Orphic and Eleusin-
ian Mysteries, on which account he passed with
the people as- an atheist, and the city of Athens
proscribed him and set a price on his head. The
poet Aschylus had like to have been torn in pieces
by the people, on the mere suspicion that in’one
of his scenes be had given a hint of something in
the Mysteries” (Warburton). So long, however,
as the initiated held their peace, they all might,
at the solemn assemblies of the Mysterics, held
under circumstances of profound secrecy and sanc-
tioned by the government itself, worship the one
true God without fear ; indeed, such a worship
was enjoined upon them. But, should they openly
disclose their disbelief in the actual divinity of
the sun, moon, and stars, their danger was imme-
diate and their ruin certain. Thus all alike, from
the most exalted hieropbant to the humblest of
the initiated, were the slaves, and sometimes the
victims, of a system of state policy which they all
upheld and defended. It is true, however, that
in the progress of many centuries the Mysteries
became corrupt, and lost a knowledge of the true
God, but in their original institution they not only
taught the truth concerning the Deity, but pro-
tected his worshipers so long as they kept sacred
their vows of secrecy. That the doctrine of im-
mortality was also directly tanght in the Myste-
ries, we are informed by Cicero, who had himself
been initiated. (See “Tusculan Disputations,”
Book I, cxiii.) Among all the corruptions which
at a later date prevailed, there, however, yet re-
mained a “chosen band,” who preserved the an-
cient teachings of the Mysteries in their purity.
They were obliged for their own protection, how-
ever, to render their symbols yet more obscure,
and make thicker and draw still closer the veil
of allegory about the penetralia of divine truth.
From these few and faithful ones the truth was
banded down to following generations, and from

them all that is great, glorious, and ancient in
modern freemasonry was derived.

From these freemasonry received.its two great
doctrines of the unity of God and the immortality
of man ; and, together with those sublime truths,
it also received that system of astronomical sym-
bols, emblems, and allegories also peculiar to the
Mysteries, which were used, anciently, bota to
conceal and to illustrate those great truths. Dr.
Mackey, in his “Symbolism of Freemasonry,”
says that those who seek for an astronomical ex-
planation of the masonic ritual, * yield all that
masonry has gained of religious development in
past ages” (page 237). For this broad assertion
be gives no reasons whatever, and I can not but
think that, had he considered the full import of

- his words, he never would have made any such

remark. There is certainly nothing irreligious
or atheistical in the employment of astronomical
emblems to describe and illustrate the nature and
attributes of Deity. If so, the writers of the
Bible have been guilty of a great sin, for that
sacred volume is full of solar and astronomical
illustrations of the glory and power of the crea-
tor. (Numb, xxiv, 17; Psalm xix; lxxxiv, 11;
Mal. iv, 2; Matt. ii, 2; xvii, 2; Judges v, 20;
Job xxv, §; xxxviii, 7; Dan. xii, 3; Jude xiii;
Rev. i, 16; x, 1, etc.) Freemasonry, says Dr.
Mackey, quoting Dr. Hemming with approval,
is a science of morality “veiled in allegory and
illustrated by symbols.” 1Is it to be inferred that
the moral science taught in freemasonry is any
the less true, pure, or elevated, because the alle-
gories and symbols employed to “veil and illus-
trate ” it are astronomical in their character? Is
it irreligious and atheistical to compare the great
Creator to the noblest and most glorious of all his
physical works—the sun—and only orthodox and
pious to compare his nature and attributes to a
carpenter’s rule or a stone-cutter’s square? Cer-
tainly this is not what Dr. Mackey intends, yet
such is the natural inference from his langunage.
Neither does it follow that those who give the
masonic ritual an astronomical and scientific as
well as a moral interpretation, deny to masonry

“the glorious distinction of baving been in past ages

the depository of a knowledge of the true God,
and of the immortal nature of man. All that we
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contend is, that those great truths were taught
not only by allegory and symbol, but originally
and mainly by astronomical symbol and allegory.

The more exalted and holy any doctrine is,
the more elevated and sublime should be the
symbols aud emblems employed to teach and il-
lustrate it.

As the being and attributes of God and the
immortality of the soul are the two most exalted
and sublime of all truths, so are the.sun, mocn,
and stars the most glorious and sublime-objects
in nature.
and beauty in the employment of the latter to
. symbolically and emblematically illustrate the
former. “The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament showeth his handiwork.”

In this work no attempt will be made to iden-
tify the masonic emblems, traditions, and legends
with the Mysteries of any particular nation. All
the Mysteries were originally astronomical in their

character, but differed in form and detail, as they
were founded on different modifications of the’

Egyptian legend of the personified sun-god. Dr.
Mackey, in strange contradiction to the words
which we have above quoted from page 236 of
his “Symbolism of Freemasonry,” devotes a
whole chapter of that interesting and learned
work to prove that freemasonry was derived di-
rectly from the Grecian Mysteries of Dionysus.
He thinks it certain that the Tyrian artificer,
Hiram, was a member of the Dionysiac frater-
nity, and that he, at the head of the Tyrian work-
men at the time of the building of King Solomon's
temple, introduced the Dionysiac Mysteries in'a
‘modified and purified form among the Hebresws
(Chapter VI). Dr. Oliver, who denies in all its
details the astronomical theory, with an equal in-
consistency advocater the same idea. (See. his
¢ Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry,” Lect-
ure VIIL) According to Dr. Mackey, and Dr.
Oliver, also, freemasonry is therefore only a modx-
fied and purified form of the Grecian Mysteries of
Dlonysus

It is true that, like the others, these Mystenes ]

became corrupt, but it is equally true that the
Mysteries of Dionysus, like all the other Myste-
ries, were astronomical in their character. Dio-
rysus is but another name for Osiris, and is the

There are, therefore, a peculiar fitness '

personified sun-god, the legend of whose death,
the search for whose body, and its recovery, to-
getber with his subscquent “ raising ” from death
and the grave to a new life, forms the theme of
the ceremony of initiation ; all of which the aspi-
rant was caused to dramatically enact.

“One thing, at least,” says Dr. Mackey,

_incapadle of refutation ; and that is, that we are

indebted to the Tyrian masons for the introduc-
tion of the symbol of Hiram Abif. The idea of
the symbol, though modified by the Jewish ma-
sons, is not Jewish in its inception. It was evi-
dently borrowed from the pagan ¢Mysteries,’
where Bacchus, Adonis, Proserpine, and a host
of other apotheosized beings play the same réie
that Hiram does in the masonic Mysteries.”
¢ Symbolism of Frecwasonry,” Chapter I, page
20.)

This émphatic language of Dr. Mackey, there-
fore, not only admits, but declares “ incapadle of
refutation,” the following important particulars :

1. That Hiram Abif, as described in the ma-

-sonic legend, is a mystical being, or “symbol ”

only, and not an historical person, any more than
Bacchus, Adonis, or Proserpine. - —

2. That the whole legend of the third degree
is an allegory and not a hnstory

8. That the allegory is the same as zbat of
Bacchas, or Dionysus, and therefore identical with
that of Osiris. (For proof that the Mysteries of
Bacchus, or Dionysus, were the same as those of

.Osiris, see “ Herodotus,” Book II, Chapter LI,

sections 4080 ; together with the notes to Raw-
linson’s edition. Also, as to the identity of Bac-
chus and Dionysus, see Oliver’s “ History of In-
itiaticn,” Lecture VI, and notes.)

4. That in this allegory Hiram “plays tho
same rdle” as that of Bacchus, or Dionysus, and
Osiris, and all the other personified san-gods in
the various forms of the Mysteries.

. Now what is this rale? It is simply that of
the personified . sun—slain like Osiris; Bacchus,
Adonis, or Dionysus, at the autumnal equinox ;

lying dead during the wiriter months, being re-

stored to life at the vernal equinox, and exalted
in power and glory at the summer solstice.

These admiagions of Dr. Mackey cover the
whole grouud, and sanction every position to be
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taken in this work. It is not, however, my in-
tention to trace the masonic traditions, legends,
aod emblems, like Dr. Mackey, to any one of the
ancient Mysteries to the exclusion of the others,
as masonry has featurcs derived from each of
them. It ¢s, however, my design to show that it
is of an astronomical nature, and had its origir,
in common with all the ancient Mysteries, in a
lofty system of ustronomical allegories, originally
intended to teach the unity of God, the immor-
tality of the soui, and an exalted code of moral-
ity ; while at the same time, by the use of the
same allegories and symbols, the leading facts of
astronomical science were to be both illustrated
and preserved—in other words, to show that
Jreemasonry is a system of science as well as
morality, veiled tn un astrononsical allegory, and
tlustrated by astronomical symbols.

It is also the intention of this work to unlock
this allegory, and to show the true scientific and
astronomical meaning, as well as moral applica-
tion, not only of all the legends, but of all the
emblems and symibols of freemasonry which have
any claim to antiquity..

The real character and true origin of the pe-
culiar symbolism of freemasonry and its allegories
bave been a great puzzle to most members of the
fraternity. The great moral truths which those
symbols and allegories teach are plain enough ;
the only mystery is, how came those truths to be
taught by those peculiar symbols and ‘n that
pecuhar manner ?

It is also worthy of remark that, while the
moral truths which our emblems, symbols, and
legends teach are still well undcrstood, yet those
great scientific truths, which they are equally said
to illustrate and teach, are wholly lost, or at least
their connection with them. - This lost connection
between our emblems, symbols, and legenda and
manj of the profoundest truths of seience, will b~
restored in the pages of this work.

Oliver and Hutchinson have both, with much
labor, and the former with g reat learning, at-
tempted to prove that the master-muson’s degree
is a Christian institution—nat in the sense of its
being pervaded by the spirit of Christianity,
which is true, but a’ Christian institution in the
same sense as the Church or the rite of baptism

is. Dr. Mackey correctly says they bave “fallen
into a great error.”  The theory that our frater-
nity bad its origin in tbe building societies of the
middle ages is sufficiently disproved by our ritnal
itself, which bas many features that are totally
inconsistent with any such theory, and point to a
far more remote era; although many things re-
lating to operative masonry were no doubt then
ingrafted on it.

Dr. Mackey, Oli ver, and others, will not accept
the astronomical theory, and thus-the whole mat-

“ter remains, so far as they are concemed, a mys-

tery. The asironomical _theory is, however, the
only correct one, as the followmg pages wﬂl suf-
ficiently show. )

The great difficulty is, that it has never been
properly and at the same time fully presented.
It has been advanced mainly by antimasons, who
understood many other things much better than
they did our ritual and the legends and symbol-
ism of our order ; or by skeptics, endeavoring at
the same time to tear down the Christian religion.
The advocacy of the astronomical theory by this
kind of writers, especially the latter, has done
much té'render it unpopular, and induced many
authors and thinkers to discard it without & due
and fair examination. Many masons, hke Dr.
Oliver, seem to have an illogical and almost su-
perstitious fear of having the astronomical char-
acter of our symbolism established. The fact is,
however, that the great mora! truths of freema-
sonry are indestructible, and stand independent of
the symbolism intended to illustrate them, and
to conceal them, also, in past ages, when disclos-
ure exposed the initiated to persecution and death,
as an unbeliever in the actual divinity of the sun,
moon, and stars. The great moral teachings of
free'nasonry will not suffer any danger of destruc-
tion or damage if it' is fully established that tbe
emblems by which they are illustrated, like the
imagery of the Bible, are mainly a.stronomca.l in-
stead of mechanical.

The’ following pages, it is beheved, contain
convincing proofs of the real character and origin
of our symbolism. Portions of the masonic ritnal,
and.a few of the emblems, have in a general way
been shown by several writers to be of astronom-
ical origin, and the assertion has been frequently
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made that the whole system has an astronomical
significance. But it is believed that this work
coatains the only full and complece demonstra-
‘tion of the purely astronomical and scientific im-
port of the whole ritual, and all the details of the
golar allegory, as applicd to masonry-—accom-
panied by a particular exposition of the astro-
nomical import and origin of ull of its ancient
emblems, synbols, and legends, over seventy in
number (see index), that has cver been made.
The traditions and emblems of freemasonry have
been made to speak for themselves, and they tell
their own origin and meaning in a language which
can not fail to convince any reader, who combines
a knowledge of the lodge and chapter degrees
with the main outlines and leading principles of
sstronomy and geometry. These sciences, so often
alluded to in our ritual, are eminently masonic,
snd without some knowledge of them what is to
follow will not be fully understood.

It is hoped that this work will slso not be
without interest to the uninitiated. They will,
2t least, be able to see, unfolded in its pages, a
beautiful and impressive astronomical allegory,

which, by the use of sublime and august emblems, .

teaches the unity of God and the immortality of
the soul. The work also throws much light upon
the religion of the ancient Egyptians, Greeks,
and Romans, as well as mythology in general.
How far the solar allegory may be truthfully
applied to freemasonry they, of course, will not
be able fully to determine for themselves, except
in a general way Jnd on minor points. As for
the rest, they will be expected to be complacent
enough to take the opinion of well-informed mem-
bers of the fraternity.

IIL

A CHAPTER OF ASTRONOMICAL FACTS.

IN order to properly understand what is to.

follow, some knowledge of the leading fzcts of
astronomy is required. The nature of the zodiac,
and its division into signs and constellations ; the
phenomena attending the yearly passage of the
sun among the stars ; the solstitial and equinoc-

tial points, and the “ precession of the equinoxes,”
and its effect upon the relative position of the
signs and constellations of the zodiac—as well as
several other particulars of astronomy—must oe
known to the rvader, in order that he may fully
understand the astronomical allegory about to be
unfolded and illustrated.

It has, therefore, been thought necessary to
write an introductory chapter, giving a brief and
popular exposition of the matters above enumer-
ated. All technical terms will be discarded, as

"i far as possible, and 'such as are used from abso-

Inte necessity will he defined. No attempt will
be made to give the cause or philosophy of solar
or sidereal movements—the sole object being to
bring clearly before the mind the apparent an-
nual path of the sun in the zodiac, and such other
celestial phenomena as are required to properly
understand the allegorical application which is to
be made of the facts of astronomy to the masonic
traditions, legends, emblems, and symbols. This
chapter will serve to call the particular attention
of those who are proficient in science to certain
particular astronomical facts bearing directly up-
on our subject, and it is hoped will also contain
enough to sufficiently instruct those who may
have grown rusty in or never acquired a knowl-
edge of the motions of the celestial bodies. On
the opposite page is a diagram of the zodiac.

THE ECLIPTIC.

The ecliptic is a great circle in the heavens
surrounding the earth, and representing the ap-
parent path of the sun each year among the stars.

THE ZODIAC.

The zodiac is a beit of stars extending 8° on
each side of the imaginary circle called the eclip-
tic. The zodiac is therefore 16° wide, and, being
a complete circle, is 360° in circumference. It
is divided into twelve equal parts of 30° each
denoting the particular place which the sun oc-
cupies during each of the twelve months of the
year. Each of these divisions of the zodiac, in
the visible heavens, is marked and occupied by
a separate and distinct group or cluster of stars,
called a coustellation. These constellations are
namad after certain “living creatures,” supposed
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to have been originally emblematic of the month
in which the sun entered thein.

THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS,
The twelve constellations are called—

| Scorysio, the Scorpion.

| Sagittarius, the Archer.

- C'upricornus, the Goat.

Aguarius, the Water-
Bearer.

. Pisces, the Fishes.

Arics, the Ram.
Tuurus, the Bull.
Gemini, the Twins.
Cancer, the Crab.
Leo, the Lion.
Virgo, the Virgin.
Libra, the Scales. .’

The<e, ranged in their appropriate places
around the great zodiacal circle, are all repre-
gented in the foregoing diagram. The following
is a brief description of cach of these constella-
tions :

ARIES.

This was once the first constellation of the
godiac. It is now the sccond, by reason of the
precession of the equinoxes, which will be subse-
quently explained. 1t is known by two bright
stars, about 4° apart, which are in the horns of
the Ram. The brightest of these, called drétus,
is used by navigators to compute longitude by
the moon's dnstmwc Most of the stars in this
constellation are small. Aries, in the Ilcbrew zo-
diac, is assigned to Simeon, or by sume to Gad.

TAURUS.

This constellation is next to Aries in the zo- '

diac, and is one of the most celebrated and splen-
did. The Pleiades arc in Tuurus, and near it is
the magnificent constellation Orion, called Orus
by the Egyptians. In that sublime chapter of
the Old Testament, Job xxxviii, mention is made
of these: “Canst thou bind the sweet influences
of the Pleindes, or loose the bands of Orionf?”
Taurus, once seen and recognized in connection
with Orion, is never forgotten.

The Bull is represented as engaged in combat
with Orion, and plunging toward him with threat-
ening horns. The face of the Bull is designated
by five bright stars in the shape of a letter V,
known as the Hyades, the most brilliant of which
is Aldebaran, which is much used by navigators.

“The tips of the borns of the Bull are marked by

two bright stars at an appropriate distance above
the face. The Pleiades gleam brightly near the
shoulder, Orion, who faces the Bull, is known
by four bright stars, forming a large parallelo-
gram, in the center of which is seen a diagonal
row of stars, known as the belt of Orion, and
called in Job the “bands of Orion.” The four
stars of the parallelogram, respectively, indicate
his shoulders and fect. A line of smaller stars
form his sword, its handle ornamented by a won-
derful nebula. Just below Orion shines, with a
splendor almust equal to Jupiter or Venus, that
mighty sun-star Siréns, the dcified Sothis of the
Egyptians. . Farther cast and over him flashes
that brilliant star known as Procyon. These two,
with Betelgeux, in the sheulder of Orion, form
an eqnilateral triangle, whose sides are each 26°,

{ which is so perfect and beantiful as almost to

force itsclf upon our attention.  Tiurus, Orion,
Sérius, the Pleiadcs, and Uyadia, are all fre-
quently alluded to by the poct Virgil in the
“ Georgics.” This is, perhaps, the most magnifi-
cent aud sublime quarter of the hesvens north
of the equater.

Tuurus was held by the Egyptiany, and most
of the nations of antiquity, as u saer2d constella-
tion. Defore the time of Abraham, or over four
thousand years ago, it adurned and marked the
vernal. equinox, and “ for the space of two thou-
sand years the Bull wax the prince and leader of
the celestial host.” The sun in Taurus was dei-
fied nnder the symbol of a bull, and worshiped in
that form. The sacred figurés found among the
ruins of Egypt and A~syria, in the form of a bull
with a human fsce, or a human shape with the
face and horns of a Lull,.are emblematic of the
sun in Taurus, at the vernal equinox. In the
Hebrew zodiac Taurus was ascribed to Joseph.

GEMINI

Is the next constellation in the zodiac. Its prin-
cipal - stars are two bright ones, called Castor
and Polluxz, They arc about 43° apart, and of
the first and second magnitndes. In mythology,
Castor and Pollux are said to be the twin sons of
Jupiter by Leda. In the Flebrew zodiac this con-
stellation is assigned to Benjamin.
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CANCER.

This constellation is composed of small stars,
the brightest of which are only of the third mag-
pitade. It is of no especial importance, except
from its position, of which more will be said sub-
sequently. In some Eastern zodiacs this sign-is

represented by the figure of two animals like-

asses, and by the Hebrews is assigned to Jssachar.

LEO. '

This is another celebrated and beautiful con-
stellation. It is easily known by five or six bright
stars situated in the neck and head of the Lion,
and arranged in the form of a sickle. Its two
brightest stars are Regulus and Denebola, the
former in the sickle and the latter near the tip
of the tail. Regulus is a very bright star, and
is situated almost exactly in the ecliptic. It is,
therefore, of great use to navigators in determin-
ing the longitude at sea. The constellation Leo
is also celebrated as being the radial point from
which the remarkable meteoric showers of No-
vember proceed. If this phenomenon was ob-

served by the ancients, it must have greatly in-

creased the veneration and awe with which this
sacred constellation was viewed.

The constellation Leo is, for many reasons, full
of sigmificance to .masons.- It once marked the
summer solstice, and at the building of ng Sol-
omon’s temple was much nearer. that point than
now ; this change of position, consequent upon
the precession of the equinoxes, will be subse-
quently explained, together with the intimate con-
pection between the conmstellation Leo and the
masonic tradition. In the Hebrew zodiac Leo is
the sigpificator of the tribe of Judah. Accord-
ing to astrology, it is the “sole house of the sun.”

VIRGO.

Tlis is the beautiful virgin of the zodiac. She
is represented as holding a spear of ripe wheat in
her left hand, merked by a brilliant star, called
Spica. In the Egyptian zodiac Isis supplies the
place of Virgo, and is represented holding three
ears of corn in her hand. Epica, together with
Denebola in Lec, and Arcturus in Bodtes, forms
an equilateral triangle of great beauty. Arcturus

is also one of the stars mentioned by Job : “ Canst
thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ? or canst
thou guide Arcturus with his sons ?” Mazzaroth
signifies the twelve vigns of the zodiac. Arcturus
is also frequently alluded to by Virgil in the first
book of the “Georgics.” The rising and setting
of this star were supposed to portend great tem-
pests. In the time of Virgil it rose about the
middle of September. The bright star Spica, in
Virgo, lies within the path of the moon, and is
of great use to navigators. In the Hebrew zo-
diac Virgo is assigned to Naphtali, whose stand-
ard was a tree bearing goodly branches.

LIBRA.

This constellation is anciently represented by
the figure of a man or woman holding a pair of
scales. The human figure is omitted in all Ara-
bian zodiacs, as it is held unlawful by the believ-
ers in the Koran to make any representation of
the human form. In our zodiac, also, the balance
only is depicted, probably because we received
the zodiac from the Arabians. This constellation
may be distinguished by a quadrilateral of four
stars, but it contains none of great brilliancy.
In the Hebrew zodiac Libra is ascribed to Asher.
This constellation formerly was on the autumnal
equinox, and when the sun entered its stars the
days and nights were equal. To this the Latin
poet Virgil alludes :

“Libra die somnique pares ubi fecerit horas,
Et medium luci atque umbris jom devidit orbem.”
—*“ Georgics,” Book L

‘“When Libra makes the hours of day and night
equal, and now divides the globe in the middle, between
light and shades.”

SCORPIO.

This constellation has some resemblance, in the
grouping of its stars, to the object after which it
is named. - It is a very conspicuous object in the
evening sky of July. In its general form it re-
sembles a boy’s bow kite, the tail of which forms
that of the scorpion, and is composed of ten bright
stars. The first of thesec, near the point of the
triangle forming the body of the kite, is .intarss.
It is_a brilliant red star, resembling the planet
Mars. In the Hebrew zodiac Scorpio is referr 1
to Dan.
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SAGITTARIUS.

The Archer follows Scorpio, and is represented
as 3 monster, half horse and half man, in the act
of shooting an arrow from a bow. Sagittarius
is easily recognized by the figure of an inverted
dipper, formed of several bright stars. The fig-
ure of Sagittarius appears in the ancient zodiacs
of Egypt and India.

CAPRICORNUS.

The Goat is composed of fifty-one visible
stars, most of them small. It is of no particular
importance, except from the connection of its sign
with the winter solstice, of which more will be
said hereafter. It was called by the ancient
Oriental nations the southern gate of the sun.

AQUARIUS AND PISCES.

These are the last two constellations of the
zodiac. The former is represented by the figure
of a man, pouring ont water from a jar, the latter
by two fishes joined at a considerable distance by
a loose cord. .dquarius in the Hebrew zodiac
represents the tribe of Reuben, and the Fishes
Simeon. The stars in both of these constella-
tious are small and unimportant, except Fomal-
haut, in Aguarius, which is almost of the first
magnitude, and is used by navigators. This con-
cludes our description of ‘the conetellatzom of the
zodiac.

THE SIGNS OF THE ZODIAC.

The stgns of the zodiac are twelve arbitrary
gigns, or characters, by whizh the twelve constel-
lations are designated. They are as follows :

P ¥ 0B & M o M ¢ B8 & X

These, without doubt, had their origin in the
hieroglyphic or picture writing of the anciends.
In the sign Aries () we have s rude but yet
remaining representation of the head and horns
of the Ram. In. Taurus (%) of the iice and
borns of a Bull. Gemini (1) denotes the Twins,
seated side by side with embracing arms. The
sncient statues of Castor and Pollux consisted of
two upright pieces of wood, joined together by
two cross-pieces. Cancer (22, yet retains a re-
semblance to the claws of the Crab. Leo (£.)

may be intended for a couching lion, or may be
the outline of its principal stare—the group now
called the Sickle, the stars of which, if joined by
an imaginary line, would form a Sgure not unlike
the sign (SL). In Virgo (nn) the resemblance
seems to be lost. Libra («) is a plain picture of
a scale-beam. The sign Scorpio (M) displays the
sting of that venomous creature. Sagittarius, the
Archer, is well represented by his arrow and part
of his bow (¢). In Capricornus (¥3) the resem-
blance is again lost ; but in Aquarius (2) we
recognize the waves of the sea, denoting water.
In Pisces (%) the resemblance of two fishes joined
is still apparent.

It is quite easy to conceive how the original
pictorial representations of the creatures emblem-
atically denoting the various constellations, in
process of time, from considerations of speed and
convenience in writing them, grew' into these
arbitrary signs like letters.

In the figure of the zodiac, opposite page 24,
the pictorial representations of the twelve con-
stellations are given, with the arbitrary signs
denoting each placed against them. The sun,
moon, and planets were also designated by hiero-
glyphic astronomical signs by the ancxenta, a8
follows :

Sun, . ©. l Vemu, Q.
Moon, O. Jupiter, 2.
Mercury, & Saturn, .
Mars, 3.

The planetary signs originated in the same
manner as the zodiacal ones. ' The sign for the
sun is “a point within a circle —the point rep-
resents the earth, znd the circle the ecliptic. The
moon is appropriately pictured as a crescent. In
the sign of Mercury we have the caduceus of that
god, composed of two serpents twisted about a
rod. Mzrs is represented by his shield aud spear.
Venus is well denoted by the picture of an ancient
band-mirror. [he origin of the planetary sign
for Jupiter is not so clear. It does not in the
least resemble an eaglc, as some suggest, nor is
it any more like the initial letter of the Greek
Zeus ; besides, the bieroglyphs are always rep-
resentations of objects, not letters. This sign
resembles more nearly the no less ancient nu-
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meral sign, the figure 4, and, as Jupiter is the
fourth planet from the sun (if, like the ancients,
we do not enumcrate the earth), this resemblance
may not be accidental. Saturn, lastly, is repre-
sented by his seythe in its ancient form,
"These arbitrary signs for the planets and con-
stellations have come down to us from a remote
antiquity. Their gencral use by all civilized na-
tions is of greut benefit, as they form a kind of
astronomical short-band, which, like the Arabian
or Hindoo numerals. is equally well understood in
all countries, no matter how much their language
or ordinary written characters may differ, so that
astronomical tables for the use of navigators and
others arc as well understood and as easily read
in any one part of the civilized world as another.

The great convenience of this is so apparent a- |
The time when the zo-

diac was divided into twelve constellations, and |

the zodiacal signs invented, is lost in the dim dis- | points, Jdistant from cach other in space 1807, and

to require no comment,

tance of an extreme antiquity. The best opinion
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at present scems to be that the zodiac was derived :

from the llindoos by the Egyptians, who gave it
to the Arabians, who preserved it, and in turn
transmitted it to us.
toric Nations,” however, proves that it is highly
probable that the ancient Arabians originated it
in prebistoric times. When the signs of the zo-
diac first began to be used, or what ancient stu-
dents of the starry srkies invented them, is there-
fore unknown, save by conjecture.

The zodiac bas four principal points: thesc
are the two solstitial and two equinoctial points,
which, dividing the circle of the zodiac into four
equal parts, are properly designated in the fore-

marked by the stars Fomalhawt, Lldebaran, Regu-
lus, and Antares,

THE SOLSTITIAL POINTS.

The solstitial points refer to the movement of
the sun, north of the equator in summer and south
of it in winter. They are the points marking the
extremc northern and soathern limits of this move-
ment of the sun. The summer solstice, when the
sun comes farthest north, is at present in Cancer,
and the winter solstice, or his extreme southern
limit, is in Cupricornus. The distance of the sun

Baldwin, in bis “Prehis-

north or south of the equator is called his northern
or southern declination. When the sun reaches
either solstitial point, be begins to turn Lack tow-
ard the other—at first very clowly, and for a short
period scems to stand still. It is for this reason
that these puints are called “solstitial,” from the
Latin words sol, the sun, and sistere-stiti, to cause
tv stand.  When, in June, the sun enters Cancer,
aid reaches his greatest northern declination, his
rays, falling more vertically, cause the change
from winter and spring to snmmer in all coun-
tries north of the equator. This shifting of the
sun from ene solstitial- point to the other is the
cause of the change of the scasons.

THE l-."(i UINOCTIAL POINTS,

These are the points where the sun crosses the
celestial equator, which he necessarily does twice
in his yearly cirenit of the zodiae, at two oppoxite

in time »ix months. .The point where the sun
crosses in spring, coming north, is ealled the ver
wal or spring oyqninox ; and the other, where he
crosses six months afierward, going south, is
called the awtwminal equinox. At these perimds
the day~ and nights arc cqual, and that is t1he
reason why they are called equinoctinl points,
from two Latin words, nguns, equal, and noz,
night. These two points are in the signs Aries
(¥) and Libra (=), and are so marked on the
diagram of the zodiac.

The relative position of the cquinocetial and
solstitial points and the cclestial equator will be
better understoudi from the following diagram.
Imagine a hoop lying horizontally, and within

going diagram. These four points were anciently : this another hoop touching the first, and with

! one side clevated above the other, as represented

in the diagram : The borizontal boop, marked
A B, is the equutor; the other, and around
which the signs of the zodiac are displayed, is
the ecliptic, or apparent path of the sun. The
earth is in the center, with its eqnator on the
same plane with the celestial equator. The equa-
tor of the earth is marked e e. The line f f
is on the same plane as the ecliptic. The two
other lines, one above and one below the equator
of the earth, and parallel to it, are the tropics of
Cancer and Capricorn, parallel with the same lines
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extended in the heavens, and marked as the
tropics.

The only two points waere the circle of the
ecliptic and that of the equator can intersect are,
of course, opposite to each other. These are the
equinoctial points, marked Aries () and Libra
(2=). The solstitial points are those marked &
and v3. Now, it is evident that when the sun
leaves (°P) Aries, or the vernal equinox, his path-
way is continually upward, and until be reaches
() Cancer, and there attains his highest point
north of the celestial equator, as well as that of
the earth (e ¢).

until the vernal equinoz is again-reached. These
four cardinal points, the two eolatltial, together
with the vernal and autumnal equitiox, are there-
fore indicative of the.four seasons of the year;
for when the sun reaches the vemnal equinox,
spring begins; when he bas adwhnced to the
tropic of Cancer, the summer beginy His arrival
at the other equinox marks the advent of autumn ;
and, when he at last reaches she tropic of Capri-
corn, winter begins.

THE PRECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES.
This is a name that is given to a gradual

This is the summer solstice.
Leaving Cancer the sun begins to decline toward. | change of plane, which is constantly going on, as
Tropic of ngcer ksumMER ~
. ’ % oLsTict
JUARIB
) 21

AUTUMNAL ~

ok

— WINTER\VS

VERNAL o o
EQUINOX

MARCH 21%%

SOUSTICE "
DEC 21%

Iro pie

gf Ca.pr:fcorn

DIAGRAM OF THE ECLIPTIC AND EQUATOR.

the south, descending through (L) Leo and (M)
Virgo until he reaches (=) Libra, on the 28d of
September, which is the autumnal equinoz. From
this point the sun continues to descend through
(M) Scorpio and ( ¢ ) Sagittarius until the winter
solstice is reached, at (v3) Capricornus, December
23d, where the sun has reached his lowest sonthern
declination. He is now just as far south of the
celestial equator as he-wwas north of it at the sum-
mer solstice. :

From Capricornus (v3) the sun begins to
ascend through () Aguarius and () Fisces

to the point where the sun ecach year crosses tie
celestial equator. The sun does not cross at the

" same place each year ; on the coutray, each time

when the sun completes the cironit of the sodise,
he crosses the equator at a poiut a small distance
dack of the place where he did so the previous
year—ia consequence of which the equinoctisl
point is annually falling back at a uxiform rate.
If you will refer to the above diagram of the
zodiacal points, and imagine the circle of the
ecliptic being slowly turned around its center
toward Cancer (&), within the cirele of the
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equator, which remains fixed—the contuct be-
tween the two circles being preserved, and no
change made in the angle at which they intersect
each other—you will be able to gain a clear idea
of the effect of this phenomenon. The point
marked (P) Aries would then slowly advance
above the equator until the point marked 3¢
was at the intersection of the two circles, The
Fishes (3<) would then be on, the equinox, which
is now the case. In time, this motion being
continued, % would occupy that place, and so
on.

The point where the sun crossed the equator
was once in the constellation Aries, but in the
long progress of centuries the place of the sun’s
crossing has fallen back 30° from the first degree
of that corstellation, so that the vernal equinox
is now really in the constellation Pisces, the Fishes;
or, in other words, the sun enters the stars of the
constellation Pisces on the 21st of March, and
not those of the constellation Aries, as it did
twenty-two centuries ago, as we are informed
by Hipparchus. The place, however, where the
sun orosses the celestial equator has continued to

be, and still is, and will continue to be, marked |

by the sign () Aries, so that the sign of Arics
now marks the place in the zodiac of the constel-
lation of the Fishes. The signs and the constel-
lations are therefore no longer in the same places.

Hence, in order to make our figure of the zo- |

diac (opposite page 24) strictly correct, the sign
Aries (?) sbould be placed against the constel-
lation Pisces, the sign ¥ against the constellation
Gemini, the sign II against the constellation Can-
cer, and so around the entire circle. It was only
for tke sake of simplicity and a greater ease of
explanation that it was not so represented. When,
therefore, it is said in astronomical language that
the summer solstice is in Cancer, it is the sign
() only which is intended, for the sun at that
period now really enters the stars of the constella-
tion Gemini. In like manner the winter solstize

is in the sign 13, but in the constellation Sagitta-

rius ; the autumnal equinox in the sign =, but
in the constellation Virgo,

This precession of the equinoxes is still going

on, but the four cardinal points of the zodiac will
always continue to be marked by the signs & and

3, and ® and £, without regard to the constel-
lations which the sun actually enters at those
periods. It is by this means that astronomers are
able to register upon the face of the heavens this
apparent movement of the stars. This phenom-
enon is called the precession of the equinoxes,
although it is really a falling back of the equinoc-
tial point ; however, as it causes the stars appar-
ently to advance, it has been called a “preces-
sion.”

The rate of this motion has been determined
by long-continued observations, and is a little
more than fifty and a quarter seconds (50%°) of
a degree each year. It therefore takes the equi-
noctial point about 2,140 years to fall back an
entire sign, or 30°. In 25,701 years it will make
a complete revolution of the whole circle of the
zodiac, This period is called the GrEaT Pra-
TONIC YEAR, because that philosopher taugbt
that after it had elapsed the world would begin
anew.

H!pparcbu*z, who made the first catalogue of
the stars known to us, and who is called the fa-
ther of astronomy, was the first who observed
this motion of the stars. IIe informs us that, in
his time, twenty-two centuries ago, the equinoc-
tial point was in the first degree of the constel-
lation Aries. “The Hindoo astronomer, Varaha, '
says the soutbern solstice was certainly once in
the middle of 4sleha (Leo) ; the northern in the
first degree of Dhonishta (Aquarius). Since that
time the solstitial as well a3 the equinoctial points
have gone backward on the ecliptic 75°. This,
divided by 50%’, gives 5,378 years. Sir W. Jones
says that Varaba lived when the solstices were
in the first degrees of Cancer and Capricorn, or
about four hundred years before Christ” (Bnr-
Titt).

A brief description of the yearly progress of
the sun will belp much to the understanding of
subsequent portions of this work. What follows
will be better understood by again referring to
the figure of the zodiac. The ancients began
the year at the vernal equinox. If we start with
the sun at that point and follow his progress,
it will be observed that, after leaving the sign
Aries (), in March, he next enmters the signs -
Taurus and Gemini (% and II), and that, as he
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advances from the vernal equinox, the sun is
daily increasing in light, heat, and magnetic
power. On the 21st of June the summer solstice
is reached, and summer begins. This is the long-
est day in the year, and the sun then attains his
greatest brilliancy and dispenses the most light.
All through the summer months his beat and
power are at the greatest, but as he approaches
the sign (=) Libra, at the autumnal equinox, the
days gradually shorten, and as he leaves Libra
they grow dark and short with great rapidity.
In October and November the sun enters the
signs Scorpio and Sagittarius (M and ¢), and
the cold and stormy winds begin to herald the
approach of winter. The sun daily loses power,
his rays grow rapidly more feeble and pallid,
until Capricorn (Vv3) is reached at the winter sol-
stice. At this period occurs the shortest day of
the year, and from that time forward the sun
seems to lie dead in the cold embrace of winter,
until, again approaching Aries () and the vernal
equinox, he begins to show symptoms of return-
ing life. When Aries () is reached, the sun
begine to again manifest his power. The snow
and ice melt away beneath his reviving rays, and
vegetation begins to show itself.

After the vernal equinox the sun rapidly re-
gains his vitality, and all nature with him springs
from the torpidity and death of winter. The
earth and the heavens, clothed once more in light
and beauty, rejoice in & new life. It was this suc-
cession of phenomena, marking the yearly prog-
ress of the sun in the zodiac, that led the ancients,
in their poetical and allegorical language. to rep-
resent the sun as being slain in the autumn and
winter, and being restored to life agsin in the
spring and summer.

That part of the zodiac rezching from ¥ to
=, embracing the seasons of flowers and fruits,
may well be described as the region of life, light,
and beauty, while all that portion extending from
the sutumnal equinox through the signs M, £, 43,
to the last point of 3, is in like manner the do-
main of darkness, winter, and death.

Iv.
WIOAT THE ANCIENTS KNEW ABOUT ASTRONOMY.

It will be necessary to ascertain what the an-
cients knew about astronomy, as what is offered
for consideration in the body of this work pre-
supposes they had made great progress in that
science, not, indeed, equal to ours, but far greater
than was thought to be the case before recent
discoveries in Asia Minor and Egypt, or than is
even now generally supposed by those who have
not particularly inquired into. the matter.

Rawlinson, speaking of the Chaldeans, says,
“We are informed by Simplicius that Callisthe-
nes, who accompanied Alexander to Babylon, sent
to Aristotle from that capital a series of astro-
nomical observations, which he had found pre-
served there, extending back to a period of 1,908
years before Alexander’s conquest of that city,
or 2234 B, ¢.” This would be oyer four thousand
years ago. Ideler, quoted and indorsed by Hum-
boldt, says, “ The Chaldeans knew the mean mo-
tions of the moon with an exactness which in-
duced the Greek astronomers to use their calcn-
lations for the foundations of a lunar théory.”
Ptolemy, also, used Chaldean observations which
extended back 721 B. c. Diodorus Siculus says
the Chaldeans attributed comets to natural caunses,
and could foretell their reappearance. He states
that their recorded observations of the planets
were very ancient and very exact. _According to
Seneca, their theory of comets was guite as in-
telligent and correct as that of the moderns. He
says they classed them with the planets, or mov-
ing stars, that had fixed orbits. (Baldwin’s “Pre-
historic Nations.”)

The Egyptians also made great progress in
astronomy, geometry, and other sciences, in the
time that preceded the accession of Menes, their
first king, which takes us back to a period now
over five thousand years ago. (‘Wilkinson’s “ An-
cient Egyptians.”) Herodotus informs us (Book
II, Chapter IV) that the Egyptians “were the
first to discover the solar year, and to portion out
its course into twelve parts.” They *obtained
this knowledge,” be says, “ from the stars.” The
Egyptians: were the inventors of what we call
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“leap-year,” for they made every fourth year to
oonsist of three hundred and sixty-six days, so as
to correct and keep the calendar in order. This
must have been done at least 1322 ». c., according
to Wilkinson. Cewsar was indebted to an.Egyptian
astronomer, Sosigenes, for his famous correction
of the calendar. Plato ascribes the invention of
geometry likewise to the Egyptians. Herodotus
also says, “ Geometry first came to be known in
Egypt, whence it passed into Greece” (Book II,
Chapter CIX). The Egyptians knew the true
system of the universe. They were acquainted
with the fact that the sun is the center of the
solar system, and that the earth and other planets
revolve about it, in fixed orbits. They knew that
the eartb is of a globular shape, and revolves on
its own axis, thus producing day and night. They
also knew of the revolution of the moon about the
earth, and that the moon shines by the reflected
light of the sun. They understood the calcula-
tion of eclipses; they were aware of the oblxqmty
of the ecliptic, and that the milky-way is a col-
lection of stars. They also seem to have under-
stood the power of gravitation, and that the

heavenly bodies are attracted to a center. (Raw-

linson’s “Herodotus,” Appendix to Chapter VII,
Book II, and authorities there quoted.) Pythag-
oras, who introduced the true system of the uni-
verse into Greece, recéived it from (Enuphis, a
priest of On, in Egypt.

This great proficiency alone in astronomy
would make it & watter of certainty that the an-
cients possessed the telescope, Iong supposed to
be one of the grandest,. inventions of modern
times, as the discovery of many of these astro-
pomical facts, known to the Chaldeans and Egyp-
tians, would simply be impossible without it. A
knowledge of the heliocentric system, long lost,
and only rediscovered by Copernicus, was not
considered actually demonstrated or credited by
the moderns until the rediscovery of the tele-
scope, which revealed the phases of “Venas, and so
ptt the matter beyond doubt. We, however, are
not left to conjectnre only. on this point, for there
is some positive testimony that the ancients pos-
sessed the telescope. I quote again from Bald-
win’s “ Prehistoric Nations ” :

“ Much progress in astronomy requires the

telescope, or something equivalent, and it seems
necessary to believe that the ancients had such
aids to eyesight. Layard and others report the
discovery of a lens of considerable power among
the ruins of Babylon. Layard says this lens was
found with two glass bowls in a chamber of ruins
called Nimroud. It is plano-convex, an inch and
a half in diameter, and nine tenths of an inch
thick. It gives a focus of four and a half inches
from the piane side. Sir David Brewster says,
‘It way intended to be used as a lens, either
for maguifying or condensing tbe rays of the
sun.’” (See Layard’s “ Nineveh and Babylon,”
pages 16 and 17, Chapter VIIL) This settles the
fact that the ancients at a very remote period
were familiar with all those laws of optics a
knowledge of which is required to invent the
telescope, and also with the manufacture of glass,
so necessary for lenses designed for telescopic
uses. That the art of making glass was known
to the ancients—a fact once doubted—is proved
also by discoveries in Egypt, where the whole
process of blowing glass has been.found depicted
on the ancient monuments. So great was the
skill of the ancient Egyptians in making vases
of various colored glass, that our best European
workmen of modern times can not equal them.
Glass was also one of the great exports of the
Phenicians. The Egyptians, however, surpassed
all others, and some vases of brilliant colors, pre-
sented by an Egyptian priest to the Emperor
Hadrian, were considered so valuable and curious
that they were never used except on grand occa-
sions. Some of the details of Egyptian glass in
mosaic-work (by a process common with that
peoplc more than three thousand years ago), such
as the feathers of birds, are so fine as to be only
made out with a lens, which means of magnifying
must therefore have been known in Egypt at the
remote period when this mosaic glass-work was
made. This shows us that the use of the lens
was not confined to Assyria at an early epoch,
nor yat was a recent discovery there. (Wilkin-
son’s ““ Ancient Egypuans.”)

Mr. Baldwin, in his work, continues as fol-
Jows: “Even the Greeks and Romans, with lower
attainments in astronomy, had aids to eyesight.
They are mentioned in ‘De Placitus Phil,’ lib.
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ifi, 0. v, attributed to Plutarch, also in bis ‘ Vita
Mareelli, and by Pliny, ¢ Hist. Natur.,’ lib. xxxvii,
o. v, where be says that, in his time, artificers
used emeralds to assist the eye, and that they
were concave, tbe better to collect the visual
rays.” He adds that Nero used such glasses
when he watched the fights of the gladiators.

“There is frequent mention of conczve and
convex glasses used for optical purposes, and they
evidently came from Egypt and tbe East. Iam-
blichus tells us, in his life of Pythagoras, that
Pythagoras sought to contrive instruments that
should aid hearing as effectually as optic glasses
and other contrivances aided sight. Plutarch
speaks of mathematical instruments used by Ar-
chimedes ‘to manifest to the eye the largeness of
thesun.’ Pythagoras and Archimedes both studied
in Egypt and Phenicis, and probably in Chaldea.
Pythagoras, who lived in the sixth century before
Christ, is said to have ‘visited Egypt and many
countries of the East’ in pursuit of knowledge ;
and Archimedes, who lived after the time of
Alexander, spent much time in Egypt, ‘and vis-
ited many other countries.’

“It appears that, in the time of Pythagoras,
‘optic glasses,’ contrived to increase the power of
vigion, were 6o common as not to be regarded as
objects of curiosity, and there can be no reason-
able doubts that they were first icvented by the
great men who created that profound science of
astronomy for which people of Cushitu origin

8

were everywhere so preéminently distinguished,
and which was so tntimately connected with re-
ligion.” (Baldwin’s “ Prehistoric Nations,” pages
178, 179.) _

The authorities above quoted, and the consid-
erations advanced, render it certain‘that the an-
cients not only possessed the telescope, or its full
equivalent, but also had attained a proficiency
in astronomy abundantly sufficient for them to
have originated the philosopkical astronomical
allegories ascribed to them in the course of this
work. Their religion, says Dir. Baldwin, was in-
timately connected with astronomy.

Having thus disposed of matters which were
deemed to be necessary preliminaries to our sul-
ject, the consideration of the connection between
the astronomical ideas of the ancients and their
religion, and the origin and true meaning of the
masonic traditions, legends, symbols, and em-
blems, will no longer be delayed. 'What we have
to say will be embodied in a series of questions
and answers. This is a mode of instruction made
familiar to all brothers of the fraternity by the
masonic lectures pertaining to the various de-
grees. It is therefore believed that this mode
will be the most acceptable to masonic readers,
and not displeasing to others, It has the addi-
tional merit of permitting a degree of conden-
sation and brevity not inconsistent with clear-
ness of explanation, which no other method pos-
sesses.



PART SECOND.

L Masoxt0 AsTRONONMY.

IL Toe Avirecory or te: DeatE AND ResuregcTiOR or THE SON.

Arranged in the Form of & Masonic Lecture, and illustrated by a Zodiacal Diagram.

L
MASONIC ASTRONOMY.

NAME OF THE ORDER.

Q. By what name were masons anciently
known ?

A. Long before the building of King Solo-
mon’s temple, masons were known as the “ Sons
of Light” Masonry was practiced by the an-
cients under the name of Lux (Light), or its
equivalent, in the various languages of antiquity.

Q. What is said to be the origin of the word
“masonry " ?

A. We are informed by several distinguished
writers that it is a corruption of the Greek word
mesouraneo, which signifies “I am in the midst
of heaven,” alluding to the sun, which, being “in
the midst of heaven,” is the great source of light.
Others derive it directly from the ancient Egyp-
tian Phre, the sun, and Mas, a child : Phre-Mas-
sen—i. e., Children of the Sun, or, Sons of Light.

ASTRONOMY AND GEOMETRY.
Q. What two sciences bave always been beld

in especial reverence by masons ?
A. Astronomy and geomet:y, the latter be-
cause it is the foundation of the former.

THE LODGE.
Q. How ought every lodge to be sitaated ?
A. Due east and west.
Q. Whyso?
A. Becauge, in the language of Dr. Hemming,

a distinguished brother and masonic writer, ¢ the
sun, the glory of the Lord, rises in the east and
sets in the west.”

Q. What are the dimensions and covering of
a lodge ?

A. Its dimensions are without limit, and “its
covering no less than the clouded canopy or
starry-decked heavens.” In the language of Oli-
ver, “Boundless is the extent of 2 mason’s lodge
—in height to the topmost heaven—in depth to
the central abyss—in length from east to west—
ic breadth from north to south.”

Q. How many lights bas a lodge ?

A. According to Dr. Oliver, in his “ Diction-
ary of Symbolical Masonry,” a lodge has three
lights—one in the east, another in the west, and
another in the south.

Q. Why are they so situated ?

A. Dr. Oliver, in his work just nzmed (gee
page 163, “Lesser Lights”), says they are so sit-
usted “in allusion to the sun, which, rising in the
east, gaing the meridian in the south, and disap-
pears in the west.” These luminaries, says Dr.
Oliver, in the same place, “represent, emblemat-
ically, the sun, the moon, and the master of the
lodge.” The same authority informs us that a
lodge has no light in the north, because the sun
darts no rays from thence.” (See page 109,
“Fixed Lights. ”)

Q. Of what is a lodge therefore emblematio ?

A. The whole earth illnminated by the sun,
shining from the east, south, and west ; covered
by day with a “clouded canopy ” and at night by
“the starry-decked heavens.” Says Hutchinson,
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a standard masonic author, “The lodge, when
revealed to an entering mason, discovers to him
the representation of the world.”

THE OFFICERS’ STATIONS.

Q. Why stands the Junior Warden in the
south, the Senior Warden in the west, and the
Master in the east ?

A. Because the sun rises in the east to open
and govern the day, and sets in the west to close
the labors of the same ; while the sun in the south
admonishes the weary workman of his mid-day
meal, and calls him from labor to refreshment.
Dr. Oliver informs us, in his dictionary, that “ the
pedestal, with the volume of the sacred laws, is

placed in the eastern part of the lodge, to signify |
that as the sun rises in the east, to open and [’

enliven the day, so is the Worshipful Master
placed in the east to open the lodge, and to em-
ploy and instruct the bretbren in masonry.” (See
article “ East.”) Gadicke, another masonic writer,
says, “ The sun rises in the east, and in the east is
the place for the Worshipful Muster”; and, final-
ly, Dr. Hemming, speaking of the three principal
officers of the lodge, says: “The sun rises in the
cast to open the day, and dispenses life and nour-
ishment to the whole creation. This is well rep-
resented by the Worshipful Master, who is placed
in the east to open the lodge, and who imparts
light, knowledge, and instruction to all under his
direction. When it arrives at its greatest altitude
in the south, where its beams are most piercing,
and the cool shade most refreshing, it is then also
well represented by the Junior Warden, who is I~
placed in the sout/ to observe its approach to
meridian, and at the hour of noon to call the
brethren from labor to refreshment. Still pur-
suing its course to the west, the sun at length
closes the day and lulls all nature to repose ; it
is then fitiy represented by the Senior Warden,
who is placed in the west to close the lodge, by
command of the Worshipful Master, after hav-
ing rendered to every one the just reward of his
labor.”

It is thus apparent that not only the position,
form, dimensions, lights, and furniture of the
lodge, but also its principal officers, their respec-
tive stations and duties there, all have reference

to the sun. The several quotat.iona made from
the public and authorized writings of distin-
guished members of the craft render this plain to
unmasonic readers. All members of the frater-
nity will find this fact more fully confirmed in
their minds from their own knowledge of the
particulars of the ritual itself.

THE MASONIC JOURNEY.

Q. In what direction are masons instructed to
trave: ?

A. Toward the east, in search of light.

Q Whyseo?

A. Because the snn rises in the east, and is
the great source of light.

MASONIC WORDS AND NAMES,

Q. What does the word of an E. A, M. sxgmfy

A, It has more than one collateral meaning,
pronounced ar written cither forward or backward,
but if divided into the radicals of which it is com-
posed it will be found to signify the Fire- God,
or Quickening Fire—i. ‘c., the sun,

Q. What dacs the word of a F. C. M. signify ?

A. This word, if divided into its radica's,
means the moon.

Q. What does the word of 2 M. M. signify ?

A. 'The roots of which it is composed signify
the Benevoleat God of Fire—i. e., the sun ; and,
as it was by the aid of fire that metals were first
brougbt into a state fit for the use of man, this
divinity was named Vulcan by the Romans, and
worshiped by them.,

Q. What does the name of O0.G. M. H A
signify ?

A. Tt is derived from two roots, which signify
the origin or manifestation of light ; also he who
was and is.

Q. What, then, does the whole name signify ?

A. The source of eternal light—i. e., the sun
—taken as an emblem of Deity.

Q. Whom, therefore, does O. G. M. H. A.
represent ?

A. The great source of light—the sun.

THE ROYAL ARCH.
Q. What is the Royal Arch?
A. It may be defined in nearly the same words
as the lodge, and is no less than the starry vault
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of heaven, or great zodiacal arch, reaching from
the vernal to the autumnal equinox.

Q. How is the Royal Arch supported ?

A. By three of the cardiral points of the zo-
diac : being the equinoctial points at the base and
solstitial point at the sumiait.

Q. Of what are these three points emblem-
atio ? .
A. Like the three pillars of the lodge, they are
emblematic of Wispox, STRENGTH, and Beavry.
Dr. Oliver, in his “ Dictionary of Symbolical Ma-
sonry,” informs us that “the lodge is supported by
three pillars, which are called Wisdom, Strength,
and Beauty ; because no piece of architecture can
be termed perfect unless it have wisdom to con-
trive, strength to support, and beauty to adorn.”

Q. Why are the three great zodiacal points
which support the Royal Arch of heaven also
emblematic of wisdom, strength, and beauty ?

A. At the time of the building of King Solo-
mon’s temple, or about 1004 B. ¢, the celetial
equator cut the ecliptic at about 10° of the con-
stellation Aries. At that period tha constellation
Leo was therefore near the solstitial point, and

saummit of the zodiacal arch. Now, as the lion is ¢

the strongest of beasts, and because the summit
or key of an arch is its strongest point, and the
sun, when he reaches that point, has the greatest
glory and power, it being the summes solstice,
when the day is the longest—that point is em-
blematic of strength. ‘The vernal equinox sig-
uifies deruty, because it marks the opening of
spring, which is the season of beauty, and adorns
both the heavens with light and the earch with
flowers. The sutumnal equinox denotes wisdom,
because it is the season of maturity. Near that
point is also seen the constellation of the Serpent,
in all ages typical of wisdom, and in many an-
cient zodiacs this point is designated by the fig-
ure of a serpent.

Q. How may the truth and beauty of this be
more strongly impressed upon the mind ?

A. By contemplating the Royal Arch itself
a8 it actually appears in the heavens.

Q. What is required in order to be able tc do
so?
A. A sufficient knowledge of the conmstella-
tions and s favorable time of observation.

Q. What is the most favorable time to observe
the Royal Arch?

A. If we wish to observc the constellations as
they were at the summer solstice at the time of
the building of King Solomon’s temple, we should
view the heavens about the 1st of August, but as
the sun in the south at high twelve, by its over-
powering light, prevents the proper stars beimp
seen, it will be necessary to defer our observations
for six months, or until abcut the 5th of February,
at which time tbe same stars are visible at mid-
night. “Low twelve,” about the 5th of February,
is, therefore, the best time to view the Royal Arch,

If we tkeu take our station, looking sonth, and
lift our eyes to the vast arch of heaven, the spec-
tacle will be one of unsurpassed magnificence, and
to an intelligent mason eloquent with the truths
of bis profession. Far up the blue concave, and

.within less than 80° of the summit of the arch,

will be seen the constellation Leo, typical of
STRENGTH ; on either side will be seen the con-
stellations Aries and Libra, which anciently
marked the equinoctial points, and upon which
the whole majestic arch seems to rest.

Libra, the Balance, is typical of that Wis-
poX which, in the scales of Reason, duly weighs
and considers all things; while Aries, marking
the ancient place of the vernal equinox, is typi-
cal of BEAUTY, and also gives 3 sure token that
the sun, which lies dead in the cold arms of
Night and Winter, will arise again in the spring-
time, clothed with new life and power. The ver-
nal equinox, or sign Aries, is therefore also the
symbol of immortality, and teaches that the coui
of man will rise in glory from the darkness of
the grave. It also reminds masons of the lamb,
“which bas in all sges been considered en em-
blem of innocence,” and admonishes him “ of that
parity of life and conduct which is so essentially
necessary to his gaining admission into the celes-
tial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect
of the universe presides.”

In the east, in close proximity to Libra, stands
the beautiful virgin of the zodiac, the constella-
tion Virgo. In her left hand gleams the bright
star Spica, while not far away toward the north
Arcturus shines in splendor. In the west Taurus
is seen with the Pleiadus. Orion also lifts his giant
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form alung the sky, sublime in his najesty and
beauty.  Still lower down, and near the horizon,
blazes the great sunsstar Sirdvs, Proeyon also
shines with almost equal «lory hicher up the <ky.

tremind, too, the twin hrothers Cosfor and
Pollw, offspring of the michiy Jove, adorn the
heavens. In tie north = Cussivpen sits in her
golden chair.” while the Gt Loar guards the
[;olc. Therve, too, are scen O ppleons, and cladrone -
da bound to the rock with chains,  The polar
star, emblem of cternal constaney, shines with a

- of their construction and ornaments.

steady light; while around the pole the scaly

Dragon coils his glit-
tering folds,  Meun-
while, as we continue
to observe the mid-
night meridian, other
constellations, as they
risce, light up the
gleaming arch, each
teaching a different
Jesson, and all—
* Forcver singing, as they
shine,
The hand that made
is divine,”

us

The accompanying
diagram of the Royal
Arch is but a geomet-
rical projection, and,
therefore, ¢ives noth-
ing more than the rel-
ative positions of the
various constellations and rigns of the Royal
Arch. The summer solstice is represented as the
key-ctone of the arch, and has the astronomical
sign of the sun inseribed upon it, showing that
on the 21st of June the sun is exalted to the sum-
mit of the arch. It was formerly thought that
the ancient Egyptians were not acquainted with
“arch” in architecture, but late discoverics show
that it was known to them at least 2100 B. ¢. (See
Wilkinson’s “ Egyptians of the Time of the Pha-
raohs,” page 137.)

KING SOLOMON’S TEMPLE.

Q. Of what was King Solomon’s temple em-
blematic ?

37

AL That temple not made with huands, eternal
in the heavens.

Q. Has the word “ temple ™ wiy meaning siz-
nificant of this?

Ao Al ancient temples wore orrginadly dedi-
cated to the worsiip of the saun and the other
celestial orbs, whose circuit v the heavens cach
vear was emblematically represonted in the details
The word

" is {rom ¢ I e 3 1 m/;/um Comes

* temple’
from tempues, and the word “temple ™ is there-
fore synonymouns with #erpes, time, or the vear.

Q. By whom is time—i. c., the temple—each
year beautified and adorned ?

A. By the sun, who, from March to October,
is continually engaged in beautifying the heavens
and the earth.

Q. When was the building of the temple com-
menced ? ;

A. On the 2d day of Zif, or about the 21st of
April.

Q. When was the-temple finished ?

A. On the 4th day of Bul, or about the 21st
of October.

Q. Have these dates any astronomical signifi-

cance?

A. They have. On the 21st of April the sun
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enters Tburus, and the plowing and planting be-
gin. On the 21st of October the sun enters Scor-
pio; “the summer is over and the barvest is fin-
ished.” It was, therefore, that the sunm, in his
passage throngh the seven signs (typical of years),
from Aries to Scorpio, was said, emblematically,
to raise the Royal Arch, beautify and adorn the
heavens, and bring forth the bountiful fruits of
the earth.

Q. I it, therefore, to be understood that the
whole account of the building of King Solomon's
temple, as given in the masonic tradition, is an
astronomical myth ?

A. By no means, for tbere is no fact more
certain than the building of King Solomon’s tem-
ple, as both sacred and profane history testify.
It is nevertheless true that the masomic tradition
reepecting it is one of mystical import. It con-
tains within itself not only the history in part of
the building of an actual earthly and material
temple, but also an emblematic description of
the heavens and the earth, as well as of the
particulars of the annual passage of the sun
among the twelve signs of the zodiac. There
is also good reason for believing the tewmple
itself was expressly built, so as to be in its va-
rious parts emblematic of the whole order of
nature.

Josephus (most learned of Jews) directly in-
forms us that the ¢abdernacle, which was a proto-
type of the temple, was thus emblematic in its
construction. * He suys, speaking of the tabernacle
and vestmenis of the high-priest, that, “if any
one, without prejudice and with judgment, look
upon these things, he will find they were every
one made in way of imi*ation and representation
of the universe. VWhen Moses distinguished the
tabernacle into three parts, and allowed two of
them to the priests, as a place accessible and com-
mon, be denoted the land and the sea, these being
of general access to all ; but he set apart the third
division for God, because heaven is inaccessible
tomen. And when he ordered twelve loaves to
be set upon the table, he denoted the year as dis-
tinguished into so many months. By branching
out the candlestick into seventy parts, he secretly
intimated the Decani, or seventy divisions of the
plavets ; and as to the seven lamps upon the can-

dlesticks, they referred to the course of the plan-
ets, of which that is the number, The veils, too,
which were composed of four things, they declare
the four elements ; for the fine linen was proper
to signify the earth, because the flax grows out
of the earth. The purple signifies the sea, be-
cause that color is dyed by the blood of a sea
shell-fish ; the blue is fit to signify the air, and
the scarlet will naturally be an indication of fire.
Now, the vestment of the high-priest, being made
of linen, signified the earth ; the blue denotes the
sky, being like lightning in its pomegranates, and
in the noise of the bells resembling thunder. And
for the ephod, it showed that God had made the
universe of four (elements) ; and as for the gold
interwoven, I suppose it related to the splendor,
by which all things are enlightened. He also
appointed the breastplate to be placed in the
middle of the ephod to resemble the earth, for
that was the very middle place of the world. And
the girdle which encompassed the high-priest
round signified the ocean, for that goes round
about, and includes the universe. Each of the
sardonyxes declares to us the sun and moon—
tbose, I mean, which were in the nature of but-
tons on the high-priest’s shoulders. And as for
the twelve stones, whether we understand by them
the months, or whether we understand tbe like
number of the signs of that circle which the
Greeks call the zodiac, we shall nov be mistaken
in their meaning. As for the mitre, which was
of blue color, it secms to me it means eaven, for
how otherwise could the name of God be inscribed
upon it? That it was also illustrated with a crown,
and that of gold alsu, is because of that splendor
with which God is pleased. Let this explanation
saffice at present.” (“Antiquities,” Book III,
Chapter VII, 7.)

The concluding sentence of this quotation con-
veys a clear intimation that many other emblem-
atic particulars in the construction of the taber-
nacle might be poisted out. Now, as the “holy
place,” and veils, candlesticks, lamps, vestments,
and other particulars of the tabernacle were spe-
cifically reproduced in the temple, we may safely
conclude that the temple itself was so built as to
be also emblematic, in its several parts, of the
universe. Nor when we reflect that' the designs
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for the temple, as well as the tabernacle, are said
to have been given by God himself, need we be
surprised at this, for what more reasonable than
to suppose that, when the great Creator of all
things revealed the designs for a temple to be
dedicated to himself, it should. thus be made in
all its parts emblematic of the sum of all his otber
works—the entire universe? The lodge, accord-
ing to all masonic writers, is emblematic of King
Solomon’s temple ; it ia therefore easy to see why
it is also emblematic of the heavens and the earth.
It could not be the one without being also the
other, It also naturally follows that the masonic

tradition is thus possessed of a threefold character:

1. It is in part an actual history of the build-
ing of King Sclomon’s temple.
2. It is an emblematic description of the heav-

ens and the earth.
8. By a system of allegorical and astronomical

symbols it is the depository of a high code of

morals,

In its triune aspect it is, therefore, mIsTORICAL,
SCIENTIFIC, and MoRAL. In it the two accounts
of the building of the actual and the mystical
temple, the earthly and the beavenly one, are
curiously interwoven and permeate each other.
Yet, the astronomical key being given, they may
be separated, and each contemplated by itself.

HIRAM ABIF.

In them Hiram Abif appears both as an au-
thentic and a mystical personage. He is not only
the cunning craftsman employed by King Solo-
mon to beautify and adorn the actual temple, but
also an emblematic being, representing the sun,
wbo, by his magnetic power, raises the Royal
Arch of heaven, and beautifies and adorns the
terrestrial and celestial spheres, for which reason
his name bas a twofold meaning, significant of
both characters.

It is also true that to some extent the life and
conduct of the real personage is emblematic of
the mystical one, yet they differ in several impor-
tant particulars :

1. The mystical Hiram is represented in the
masonic tradition as being an architect, superin-
tending the building and drawing out the plans
for the temple.

.- The real Hiram, as mentioned in history, was,
acoording to the Bible, and also Josephus, no
architect at all, and drew out none of the designs
for the temple.

2. The mystical Hiram, according to masonic
tradition, is represented as bhaving lost his life
suddenly before the completion of the temple, in
the midst of his labors, and with many of bis
designs unfinished.

On the contrary, the Aistorical Hiram, as we
are expressly informed in the sacred Scriptures,
lived to finish all his labors in and about the tem-
ple, and for King Solomou.

For the benefit of unmasonic readers, we will
give the substance of the masonic tradition re-
lating to Hiram Abiff, which is taken word for
word from Dr. Oliver’s “ Dictionary of Symboli-
cal Masonry,” a work authorized by the highest
masonic bodies in England and America. Says
Dr. Oliver: “We bave an old tradition deliv-
ered down, orally, that it was the duty of Hiram
Abiff o superintend the workmen, and that the
reports of the officers were always examined with
the most scrupulous exactness. At the opening
of the day, when the sun was rising in the east,
it was his constant custom, before the commence-
ment of labor, to enter the temple and offer up
his prayers to Jehovah for a blessing on the work.
And in like manner, when the gun set in ihe west
and the labors of the day were closed, and the
workmen had departed, he returned his thanks to
the Great Architect of the universe for the har-
monious protection of the day. Not content with
this devout expression of his feelings, morning
and evening, he always went into the temple at
the hour of high twelve, when the men were called
from labor to refreshment, to inspect the progress
of the work, to draw fresh designs upon the trac-
ing-beard, if such were necessary, and to perform
other scientific labors, not forgetting to conse-
crate his duties by solewn prayer. These relig-
jous customs were faithfully performed for the
firet six years in the secret recesses of his lodge,
and for the last year in the precincts of the most
holy place. At length, on the very day appointed
for celebrating the cap-stone of the building, he
retired as usual, according to our tradition, at the
bour of high twelve, and did not return alive.”
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(See article “ Higb Twelve.”) Some further par-
ticulars of the masonic legend are given in the
same book, under the article “ Burial-Place” :

“The burial-place,” says Dr. Oliver, “of a
master mason, is under the loly of Holies, with
the following legend delincated on the wonu-
ment : A virgin weeping over a broken column,
with a book open before her. In her right hand
a sprig of cassia, in her left an um. Time
standing behind her with bis hands enfolded in
the ringlets of her hair. The weeping virgin
denotes the unfinished state of the temple : the
broken column, that one of the principal support-
ers of masonry (H. A. B.) bad fallen ; the open
book implies that his memory is recorded in every
mason’s heart ; the sprig of cassia refers to the
discovery of his remains ; and the urn shows that
his ashes bhave .heen carefully collected ; anl
Time, standing behind her, implies tbat time,
patience, and perseverance will m.comphsh all
things.”

Dr. Oliver also, in his ninth lecture, on the
“ Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry,” speak-
ing of Hiram Abif, says: *The legend of bis
death it will be unnccessary to repeat, but there
are some circumstances connected with it which
may be interesting. His illustrions con<ort, whose
memory is dear to every truc mason, was 50 sin-
cerely attached to him that, at bis death, she be-
came inconsolable, and, refusing to be comforted,
she spent the greater part of her time in lamenta-
tion and mourning aver the tomb which contained
his vencrated ashes. The monument crected to
his memory was peculiarly splendid, having been
curiously constructed of black and white marble,
from plans furnished by the Grand YWarden, on
the purest masonic principles, and occupied an
honorable situation in the private garden belong-
ing to the roral palace.”

The foregoing authorized publication of the
main’ facts of ithe masonic legend respecting the
death of Hiram Abiff, contains all the particulars
necessary for the illustration of our subject to
unmasonic readers. To members of the frater-
nity, ail the details of the tragic tradition are of
course familiar, and many things designedly made
obscure to all otkers will be clear to them.

The masonic tradition respecting Hiram, it

will thus be seen, speaks of him as being the chief
architect of the temple, superintending the work-
men and drawing out designs for the construction
of the temple,

The listorical Hiram, mentioned in the Iible
and by Josepbus, is a different personage from
the traditional one. Tbat Iiram, who was actu-
ally sent to King -Solomon, bad nothing to do
with furnishing the idesigns for the temple.  We
are expressly informed that’ the designs, form,
and dimensions of the temple were all given by
divine command (2 Chron. iii). To h:uc altered
or modified them in the smalle<t particular would
therefore have heen-a sin, which would have called

" dowen the instant and terrible displeasure and pun-

ishment of Jehovah,  Hiram is nowhere mentioned
or described in the Bible as wing an architect, or
even a builder. Tu 1 Kingevii, 14, he is described
as being *filled with wisdom, and understanding,
and cunning to work all works in brass.” In @
Chron. ii, 14, the futher of UHiram is described as
“gkillful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass,
in iron, in stone, anld in timber, in purple, in bine,
and in fine linen, und in erimson § also to grave
any manner of gravine.”  From this it is evident
that the father of Hiram, who was a man of Tyre,
was by profession a decorative artizt and seulptor.
It is probable that Iliram followed the profession
of his father, according tu the custom of the times,
otherwisc Iliram, King of Tvre, would not have
thus partienlarly spoken of the profession of his
father in deseribing the aceomplishments of Hi-
ram ADViff himself. King Hiram speaks of Hiram
Abiff simply as “a cunring man, endued with
understanding ® (verse 13). Josephus also men-
tions Ifiram, and uses the following language re-
specting him : “ This man was skillful in all sorts
of work, but his ckief skill lay in working in gold,
silver, and bruss, by whom were made all the
mechanical works about the temple, according to
the will of Solomon.” (“Antiquities,” Book VIII,
Chapter III, 4.)

Not a word about bis baving anything to do
with the building of tbe temple itself. DBut, as if
to put this question at rest, not only Josephus, but
the Bible also, mentions just what these *me-
chanical works” were. In 1 Kings vii, is a com-
plete list and description of them, and of all the
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works done about the temple and for its use by
Hiram. This list of the works of Hiram is also
given in 2 Chron. iv, 11-19. The same list is
also given by Josephus. From these authorities
we learn that Hiraxn made for King Solomon—

The two pillars of brass, called Jachin and
Boaz, together with their ornaments.

The molten sea of brass, with twelve. oxcn
under it ; a work of great artistic beauty, but
calling for the genius of a Benvenuto Cellini,
rather than of a Sir Christopher Wren.

Also, ten brazen lavers and their dases, and
many pots, shovels, flesh-hooks, and other altar-
furniture, to be used in and about the sacrifices.

All of the foregoing articles were made of
bright brass, and they were cast in clay molds, in
the plaine of Jordan, detween Succoth and Zare-
dathah (2 Chron. iv; i Kings vii, 45, 46). Suc-
coth means “booths,” and was so named because
Jacob built him a house there, and “ made booths
for bis cattle” (Gen. xxxiii, 17). It is fifty miles,
at least, in an air-line, north by east of Jerusalem,
beyond Jordan, between Peniel, near the ford of
the torrent Jabbok and Shechem ; while Zareda-
thah, or Zarthan, as it is called in Kings, is still
farther north than Succoth. The words “ between
Succoth and Zaredathab,” therefore, denotes that
the place where the brass foundries were situated
and these castings were made, was yet farther
from Jerusalem than Succoth. The modern name
of the torrent Jabbok is Wady Zurka. (See
Smith’s ¢ Dictionary of the Bible,” and maps of
the Holy Land at the time of David and Christ.)

As the distance in an air-line from Jerusalem
to Succoth was at least fifty miles, it is to be pre-
sumed that the distance by the traveled route was
considerably more. It may be said that the clay
ouly was procured at this distant place (distant
when we consider the slow means of travel in
those days), and that it was brought to Jerusa-
lem, to be there used by the artist in making the
molds for his castings. But the sacred text ex-
pressly says that the casting was done on the
spot. ,

The scene of the labors of Hiram must, th
fore, have been considerably over fifty miles from
Jerusalem, or more than two days’ journey, at the
smallest calonlation ; twenty miles being an ordi-

nary day’s journey in those times and that coun-
try. Smith, in his Bible Dictionary, says fifteen.

Besides this, the making of the molds and pat-
terns for them would require the personal atten-
tion if not labor of Hiram himself. The casting
of large pieces,. such as were required for the
brazen sea, the lavers and their bases, and the
pillars Jachin aod Boaz, which were eighteen
cubits, or about thirty-two feet in height, must
have demanded his constant care and watchful
attention. (See Cellini’s account of the casting
of his bronze Perseus, “ Memoirs,” vol. ii, c. xli.)
These facts, taken in connection with the great
number of different pieces of work, render it evi-
dent that Hiram must have been kept the greater
part of his time at the distant scene of his labors,
where the clay required could alone be found. It
is impossible, under the circumstances, that he
could have visited the temple in Jerusalem, from
fifty to sixty miles distant, three times a day, or
even once a day, during the seven years that the
temple was being built.

Besides these works in brass, we are ¢0ld that
Hiram made for Solomon of pure gold ten candle-
sticks for the oracle, with flowers, lampe, and
tongs ; also bowls, snuffers, basins, and censers,
and hinges of gold, for the holy place and for
the doors of the temple. All this work, it will
be seen, is that of a “cunning worker in metels”
and a decorative artist, none of it that of an archi-
tect or builder.

The other decorative works done in and on the
temple proper. consisting of carvings ¢n the walls
of figures of cherubim and palm-trees, also the
golden cherubim which were set up in the holy
place, are not any of them included in the list of
the works of Hiram, nor, indeed, named in the
same chapter.

The mystical Hiram of the masonic tradition,
we are also told, met with a sudden death, the
particulars of which are known to all members of
the fraternity, before the completion of the tem-
ple. Had any such accident befallen the actual
Hiram (leading, as we are told, to the suicide,
from grief, of his wife), certainly the importance
of the tragic event, and the consequent delay and
confusion it would naturally cause, would bave
led to its being recorded eitber in Kings or Chron-
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icles, or both of them, but no such occurrence is
anywhere mentioned in the sacred narrative,
which, respecting the building and dedication of
the temple, is particular and minute ; nor does
Josephus mention any such event. This negative
testimony is almost conclusive, but we are not
left to rely on that alone, for both in Kings and
Chronicles we are directly informed that the
historical Hiram, unlike the mystical one of the
masonic tradition, lived to finish all his labors.
‘We read in 2 Chron. iv, “So Hiram made an end
of doing all the work that he bad made King
Solomon for the house of the Lord.”

After the temple was finished we are told that
Solomon built him a house for himself, which was,
like the temple, aplendxdly ornamented by decor-
ations and carvings in gold, silver, and wood.
Mentiou is also made in Chronicles of a magnifi-
cent ivory throne, surrounded by carved figures
or statues of lions. The building and ornamenta-
tion of this house occupied tRirteen years after
. the temple was finished (1 Kings vii, 1). Now,
if Hiramn was also employed by the king to decor-
ate his own house, he must have lived at least
thirteen years after the completion of the tem-
ple. That Hiram was also employed about the
“king's house” is almost a certainty; for, al-
though the list of his works, as given, makes no
mention of the ivory throne, the lions, or any
work done for the “king’s house,” yet as that
list professes to be a list only of the work done
by Hiram for the temple (see verse 40, also 2
Chron. iv, 11), we have no right to expect to §nd
it including any of the other work of the artist
done for the palace of Solomon. The fourteenth
verse of the seventh chapter of 1- Kings directly
says that Hiram “ wrought all of King Solomon’s
work.” Besides this, the seven years ocenpied in
building the temple and the thirteen in Luilding
the king’s house make up the whole iwenty years
of the contract which Solomon had with the King
of Tyre for materials 'and skille workmen, the
principal among whom was Hiram, the great
artist and sculptor; and it becomes an almost
conclusive presumption that Solomon 'kept him
and the other skilled workmen the whole twenty
years during which he required their aid.

As to the nature of this contract of King

Solomon’s with Hiram, King of Tyre, see 1 Kings
v; 2 Chron. ii; as to its duration being twenty
years, see 1 Kings ix, 10; and Josephus on both
points. The proof is therefore positive that Hi-
ram lived to finish all his labors in and about the
temple, aud also highly presumptive that ke con-
tinued his labors for King Solomon thirteen years
afterward.

It is also just as clearly proved by history,
both sacred and profane, that he was not the
chief architect of, and furnished no designs for,
the temple, According to holy writ, the de-
signs for the temple were not only furnished by
God himself, but the whole work was directed
by the inspiration of the great Architect of the
universe. If, then, the Aistorical Eiram was no
architect, but a decorative artist and sculptor
only, and was not called upon to suffer a sudden
death before the completlon of the temple, it. fol-
lows, therefore, that it is the mystical Hiram—
representing the sun—who meets with that sad
fate near the completion of the emblematic tem-
ple,.-and not the real one. The claim that tbe
masonic tradition is historically true in all repects
can not be maintained, as it is in most of its main
features in direct conflict with holy writ. If,
bowever, we consider it in its allegorical charac-
ter, as our ancient brethren no doubt did, if we
regard it in its twofold nature, as being in part
emblematic as well as historical, as before ex-
plained, all difficulties at once vanish. The en-
tire integrity of the masonic tradition is thus
fully maintained. The whole legend not only
becomes the venerated depository of the most
sublime astronomical facts, but is illuminated by
a twofold beauty and truth.

The snswer to the last question has of neces-
sity been a somewhat lengthy one. Having dis-
posed of it, let us renew our explanatxon of the
astronomical allegories of the masonic tradition
where we left off.
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TRUE MEANING OF THE LEGEND OF BIRAM, AS
ILLUSTRATED BY THE ALLEGORY OF THE
DEATH OF THE SUN.

Q. ExpraiN more fully in what manner ‘the
sun is said by an astronomical allegory to be slain.

A. According to'all the ancient astronomical
legends, the sun is said to be slain by the three
autumnal months—September, October, and No-
vember, represented as assaulting him in succes-
sion.

Q. When is the sun said to be slam P

A. Near the completion of the temple, as be-
fore explained.

Q. Explain more fully by wbom, and how the
sun is said to be slain.

A. The sun is slain by September, October,
and November, or the three autumnal signs, =,
m, and #, anciently M, £, and v3, whom be en-
counters in succession in his passage around the
zodiac toward the winter solstice, or “southern
gate of the zodiac”; so called in the poetical
language of the old Greeks, because at that point
the sun has reached his lowest southern declina-
tion,

The summer sun, glowing with light and beat
as he reaches the autumnal equinox, enters Libra
on the 21st of September. All through that
month, and until the 21st of October, he declines
in light and heat, but emerges from Libra (=)
without any serious harm from the attack of Sep-
tember. The assault of October is far more seri-
ous ; and the sun when he Zaves the venomous
sign of the Scorpion (M), on the 21st of Noveém-
ber, is deprived of the greater part of his power
and shorn of more than half his glory. He con-
tinues his way toward the southern tropic, and in
November encounters the deadly dart of Sagit-
tarsus ( ), which proves fatal ; for when the sun
leaves the third autumnal sign, on the 23d of
December, he lies dead at the winter solstice.

Q Why is the third attack, or that of No-
wember, said to’ be more fatal tlum that of Sep-
tember.or October ?

A. Becsuse when the sun emerges from under
the Jdominion of Bagittarius, the ruling sign of

November, on the 234 of December, he enters
Capricorn, and reaches his lowest declination.
That is the shortest day of the year.

In June, at the summer solstice, the bright
and glorious days were over fifteen hours long.
Now the pale sun rises above the gloomy horizon
of December but a little more than half as long,
and his feeble rays can hardly penetrate the dark
and stormy clouds that obscure the sky.  The sun
now seems to be quite overcome by “the sharp-
ness of the winter of death.” Amid the universal
mortality that reigns in the vegetable kingdom,
the sun, deprived of light, heat, and power, ap-
pears dead also.

Q. Does the ancient art of astrology throw
any further light upon this subject ?*

A. This science was much cultivated by the
ancients under the pame oi the “divine art.”
According to the teachings of astrology, Capri-
corn was the “house of Saturn,” the most evil
and wicked in his influence of all the planeta.
He is called the “great mfortnne, and all that
part of the zodiac within the signs of Capricornus
and Aquarius was under his dominion. Saturn
was also known as Kronos, or Time, which de-
stroys all things; and, in the poetical and alle-
gorical language of mythology, devours even his
own children. The figure of Saturn with his
scythe is to this day an emblem of decay and
death. The sun, therefore, when he entered Cap-
ricorn, passed into the house and under the do-
minion of Saturn, or Death. ‘

Q. After the sun is slain, what, in allegorical
language, is said to become of the body ?

A. It is carried a westerly course, at night,
by the three wintry signs.

Q. Why so?

A. Because, as the sun continues his course in
the zodiac, be appears to be carried west by the
wintry signs. 'This seems to be done at night,
because, the sun then being invisible, his change
of position is only discovered by the atara which
preocde his rise at daybren.k.

Q. What disposition is finally made of the
body ? -

A. It is seemingly buried beneath the withered
fruits and flowers—the “rubbish” of the dead
vegetation of summer—in the midst of which,
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however, yet blooms the hardy evergreen, emblem-
atioc of the vernal equinox, giving a cure token
that the sun will yet arise from the cold embrace
of winter and regain all biz former power an
glory. )

Q. What follows ?

A. According to the Egyptian sacred legend
.of the death of Osiris, the goddess Isis ransacks
the whole four quarters of the earth in search of
his body, which she finally discovers indirectly
by the aid of a certain plant or shrub, and causes
it to be regularly buried, with sacred rites and
great honor. According to the legend of Hiram,
it was twelve fellow-crafts—emblematically rep-
resenting the three eastern, three western, three
northern, and three soutbern signs of the zodiac
—who made the search for the body. It wassome-
where among the twelve constellations that the
lost sun was certainly to be found. .

Q. By whom was the body found ?

A. By Aries (), one of the three western
signs, typical of those who pursned a westerly
course, In going from the winter solstice to the
vernal equinox, we of necessity pass Aguarius
(=), the Waterman, who was also known as a
fisherman and a seafaring man.

Q. Where was the body found ?

A. At the vernal equinox, typical of the
“brow of a hill.” As we pass from the winter
solstice in Capricorn to the vernal equinox, we
are constantly climbing upward; this point is
therefore emblematic of the brow of a hill, and
there also blooms the evergreen, typical of the
approaching spring and return of nature to life.

The following is a poetical version of the
foregoing portion of the solar allegory :

A MASONIC ALLEGORY.

Part I—The Death of the Sun.

Wazx down the zodiacal arch

@ The summer sup resumes his march,
Descending from the summit high
‘With eager step he hastens by

L The “lordly lion® of July,
And clasps the virgin in his arma,

Through all the gold'on August days
The sun the ardent lover plays,

TR A captive to her dazzling charms.

But when the harvest time is o'er,
When gathered grapes perfaie tae air
And ruddy wine begins to poar,

The god resumes his way once more ;
And, weeping in her wild despair,

He leaves the royal virgin there,
‘What cares he now for Virgo's woes,
As down the starry path he goes

With scornful step, nntil, at last,

The equinoctial gate is passed ¢

Two misty columns black with storms,
While overhead there hangs betwezn
A lurid thunder cloud, which forms
The frowring archway of the gate—
The gloomy equinoctial gate,

An evil place for travelers late,

Where envioas Lidra lurks unseen ;
And near the portal lies in wait
September, filled with deadly bate.

With stately step the god draws nigh,
Yet, such is his majestic mien,

That whether he shall strike or fy,

The trembling raffian hardly kuows,
As Phabus through the gateway goes.

But, as the shining form came near,
The wretch's hate subdned bis fear,
And, nerving up his arm at length,
He aimed a blow with all his strength
Full at the god as he went by.

In anger Pheebus turned his head—
Away the trembling coward fled.

The god, though smarting with the blow,
Disdains to follow up his foe;

And down the zodiacal path

Parsues his gloomy way in w rath,

Still blacker turn the avtumn skies,
And red Antares, evil etar,
Points out the place, more fatal far,
Where fell October ambushed lies.
The Sox, as if he scorned his foes,
In pride and glory onward goes,
Not he from deadly Scorpio flies,
Nor pauses he, nor backward turns,
Though redder yet Antares burns,
And darker yet his pathway grows.

i
Meanwhile Octoder, from his lair,
Onf Phabus rushes unaware,
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His murderous purpose now confessed,
And smites the sun-god in the breast.

A ghastly wound the villaio makes—
With borrid joy his weapon shakes;
And, as be sees the god depart,

His hand upon his bosorn pressed,
Believes the blow has reached the heart.

Along his way the sug-god goes,
Unmindful where the path may lead,

While from his breast the life-blood flows.

The clouds around him gather now,
The crown of light fades from bhis brow,
And soon, advancing 'mid the night,
The Archer on his pallid steed,

With bended bow, appeats in sight.

November, bolder than the rest,
Hides not beliind the gloomy west;
Bat, striding right across the path,
Defies the god and scorns his wrath;
Aund, raising high his frowning crest,
These haughty words to him addressed:
4 September and Octoder, both,

You have escaped and still survive;

But I bave swora a deadly oath,

By me you can not pass alive.

That which I promise I perform,

For I am he who, 'mid the storm,
lides on tha pallid horse of death.”

While even thus the specter spoke,
He drew his arrow to the head—
The god received the fatal stroke,
And at the Archer's feet fell dead.

Soon as the sun’s expiring breath
Had vanished in the ether dim,
December came and Jooked on him ;
And looking, not 8 word be saith,
But o'er the dcad doth gently throw
A spangled winding sheet of snow.

And when the winding sheet was placed,
Comes evil Janus, double-faced,
A moaster like those seen in sleep.
An old “seqfaring man" is he,
As many others understand,
Who carries water from the deep
And pours it out upon the lend.

Now February next app.ears,

With frozen looks and ioy tears,
A specter cruel, cold, and dumb,
From poiar regions newly come.

These tAree by turns the body bear
At night along the west, to where
A flickering gleam above the snows
A dim electric radiance throws,
A nebular magnetic light,
Which, flashing upward through the night,
Reveals the zernal equinoz,
Aud bim whuse potent spell urlocks
The gates of spring.

An evergreen
Close by this spot is blooming seen.
*Tis there they halt amid the spow—
Unlawful 'tis to farther go—
And, baving left their burden there,
They vanish in the midnight air.

Yet on this very night next year
Will this same evil three appesr,
And bring along amid the gloom
Another body for the tomb.

Bat atill the ¢grergreen shall wave
Above the dark and dismal grave,
For ever there a token sure

That, long as Nature ghall endure,
Despite of all the wicked powers
That rule the wintry midnight hours,
The sun shall from the grave arise,
And tread again the summer skies.

The foregoing allegory may be fully illustrat-
ed by the figure of the zodiac opposite page 47.
Place the image of the sun—which is on the blue
circle—at the summer eolstice, and then turn the
circle slowly around tcward the autumnal equi-
DoX, s0 that the image of the san will pass suc-
cessively by &, L, M, =, #, and 8o on until the
vernal equinox is reached.

THE RAISING OF OSIRIS, AN ALLEGORY OF THE
RESURRECTION OF THE SUN.,

Q. By what means and by whom was the sun
released from the grave of winter, and finally re.
stored to life and power ?

A. By the vernal signs Taurus (%) and Gem-
ini{ (II), and the first summer one, Cancer (@),

.| aided by the second one, Leo (SL); or, in other

words, by April, May, and June, aided by July.
Q. Explaic this more fully.
A, When the sun arrives at the vernal egqui-
noz, he first gives unequivocal tokens of a return
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to life and power.
(¥), and in May Gemini (I1). During these
two months he greatly revives in light and heat,
and the days rapidly lengthen. The sun, how-
ever, does not attain the summit of the zodiacal
arch until the suremer solstice, in June, when he
enters Cancer (), the first summer sign and the
third from the vernal equinox. Nor does he re-
gain all of his encrgy and power until he enters
Leo (1), in July.

On the 21st of June, when the sun arrives ar
the sumnmer solstice, the constellation Lco—heing

In April be enters Zuuwrus | sun was in that sign.

* ~ians bore the device of the gun in Leo.

but 30° in advance of the sun—uppears to be .

leading the way, und to aid by his powerful paw
in lifting the sun up to the summit of the zodi

" ASTRO-MASONIC EMBLEM.—SUN IN LEO.

acal arch. April and May are therefore said to
fail in their attempt to raise the sun ; June alone
succeeds, by the aid of Zeo. When, at a more
remote period, the sunmer solstice was i Leo,
and the sun aciwually entered the stars of that
constellation at the time of his exaltation, the
connection was more intimate, and the aliegory
still more perfeet.

This zisillc connection between the constella-
tion LZeo and the return of the sun to his place of
power and glory, at the summit of the Royal
Arch of heaven, was the principal reason why
that constellation was beld in such high estecem
and reverence by the ancients. The astrologers
distinguished Zeo as the “sole bouse of the tun,”
and taught that the world was created when the

“The lion way adored in
the East and ‘the West by the Egyptians and the
Mexicans.  ‘Fhe chief Druid of Britain was styled
a lion,  The national banner of the ancient Per-
A lion
couchant with the sun rising at his back was
sculptured on their palaces.”  (“Signs and Sym-
nols ™ of Dr. Oliver, who seems, however, to have
entirely overloohed the true reason for this wide-
spread advration of the lion.)

The ancient device of the Persians is an astro-
nomical allegory. It might well be adopted as
ain astro-masonic emblem by us.

After the sun leaves Leo, the days hegin to
grow unequivocally shorter as the sun declines
toward the autumnal equinox, to be again
sloin by the three antumnal months, lie
dead through the three winter ones, and
he raised again by the thr¢e vernal ones,
Each vear the great tragedy is_repeated,
and the ¢lorious resurrection takes place.

Thus, ax long as this allegory is re-
membered, the leadine truths of astrono-
my will be perpetuared, and the sublime
doctrine of the immortal nature of man,
andd other great moral lessons they are
thus made to teach, will he illustrated and
preserved.

The diagram opposite page 47 is in-
tended, by a figure of the zodiae, to illus-
trate the yearly progress of the sun among
/ the twelve signs, with especial rcference
to the allegory of his death and return to life, as
explained in the preceding pages. In this figure
of the zodiac the vernal equinox is represented as
being somewhere between the constellations 4ries
and Zverns, and the summer solstice between
Cancer and Leo.  Such was the case at the period
of the building of King Solomon’s temple, and
for a long period before that ; only, the farther
kack we go in time, the nearer Leo will be to the
summer solstice, in consequence of the precession
of the equinoxcs, as has been explained in a pre-
ceding chapter.

In order to fully illustrate the allegory by
means of the diagram, bring the image of the
sun, on the dlue circle, to the summer solstice, im-
mediately under the key-stone, and figure of the
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personified sun-god, at the top of the red circle;
then slowly turn the blie circle toward the autum-
nal equinox, so that the image of the sun in the
bluc circle will pass successively by the constella-
tions from Lco to the winter solstice at the bot-
tom of the red circle. This closes the first part
of the allegory. Continuc to turn the blue circle
until the vernal cquinox is reached, and then on
through Taurus, Gemini, and Cancer (¥, 1I. and
@), until the point of the sun’s exaltation is once
morc attained. ‘This will give a correct represen-
tation of the annual passage of the sun among
the twelve signs of the zodiace as it actually ap-
pears in nature, and also illustrate the whaole
course of the solar allegory.

The following is a poetic version of the second
part of the solar allegory :

A MASONIC ALLEGORY.
Juart 11.—The Resurreetion of the Sun.

Iy silence with averted bead
By night the oril three ™ have tled,
And cold and <tiff* the landy lies
Beneath the slomny winter skies,
Yeot, had you bieen a wateher there.
That distual nizht b side the deal,
Nad you that night beein knecling there,
Beside the dead in tears and praj er,
You might have soen. amid the air,
A flickering, dim. anroral lizin,
Which liovered on the wmidnight air,
And, seeing in the xloomy sky
This mystiv, stranwre, velestial fight
Contending with the powers of night,
You might have tuken hope therehy.

There was, alas! no watcher there

To mark this sudiance in the air,

To gaze with earnest, tearfal eye

Upon this radiance in the sky.

There was no watcher there. alas!

To ask in-anxious whispers low,

* Will not this light still brighter grow,
Or will it from the hesveus pass

And leave me plunged in desper gloom
Beside chis culd and lonely tomb ? "

Meanwhile the lizht increascd—ulthough
Beside the grave no mourner stood
Amid the lonesome solitude—

And as with tints of blue and gold,
And flashes of prismatic flame,

It lighted up the midnight cold,

Along the plain in beauty came

A shining and majestic form,

And a9 it came the winter's storm,

As if abashed, its fury checked.

No more above and round the path,
Iicneath the wind's tempestaous wrath,
The snowy billows heave and toss;

A sacred calm as he draws nigh
Pervades at once.the earth and sky.
Ilis robe was blue, its' borders decked
With evergreen and scarlet.inoss ;

Ilis hands upon euch other rest,

Dae north and south, due east and west ;
The open paling together pressed

A~ if engaged in silent prayer,

Jle thus had formed with pious care
The holy saymbol of the cross.

A lawb doth cluse beside bim go,
Whase whiter flecce rebukes the snow :
These things suofficiontly proclgim

ilis mystic office and his name.

Beside the grave he comes and stands,
Stll praying there with folded hands;
Aned, while be prays, see drawing near
Another shiniug form appear,

His rizht hand on his bosum pressed,
A~ if by bitter grief distressed,

The other puointing to the skies,

Al as he weeps, each radiunt tear,
That fram his sad and carnest eyes
Falls ou the carth, is transformed there
To violets blue and blossomns fair,

That sweetly perfume all the air.*

A third one now appears in sight,
Arrngeld in royal robes of light,

More glorious far; and at his side

A *Jordly tion ” wulks in pride.

And h: who came in glory last
Between the others gently passad,
And, looking down npon the dead,
With level. open palms outspread,

A holy benediction said.

Thix done, the first one, by command,

Tiie dead god taketh Ly the band:

At once through all the body flies

The sume warm flush that marks the skies.
The shrunken features, cold and white,

A mioment shine with life and light.

A moment only—'tis in vain : '
Unconquered Death resumés his reign.

* Ebers, tho German Egyptologist, informd us that the Egyp-
tiuns believed the tears of tho immortals had this creative powse,
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So doth a solitary wave

Leap up amid the lonely night,

And catch a gleam of life and light,
And then sink helpless in its grave.

To raise the god the first thus failed—
The powers of darkness yet prevailed ;
8o to the second he gives place,

Who, like the first one, by cominand,
The sun-god taketh by the hand,

And, lookiog downward in his face
With pleading voice and earnest eyes,
On Phabus calls and bids him rise.
Though at his touch the blood unbound.
With rapid curreot rad and warm

Runs swiftly through the prostrate form,
Yet ailent on the frozen ground

The god lies in a trance profound,
Devoid of motion, deaf to sound.

Alas! alas! what doth remain?

Shall death and darkneas ever reign,
And night eternal bide the day?

Then said the tAird one, * Let us pray.”
And full of faith and strong intent, -
His prayer to IH. VAH. upward went.
“ Amen " was said—"20 mots it s /"
And then the last one of the three .
Arose, and stretching forth his hand,
Calls on the dead, and gives command
In IH. VAH.'S name to rise and stand.

Then up rose Pheebus in his pride,

With the *lordly lion " by his side,

And earth and sky with his glory shone
As again he sat on his golden throne,

For the voice of God is nature's law,

And strong was the grip of the lion’s paw.

APPENDIX TO PART

SECOND.

THE LION'S PAW.

Since Part I of this work was written, I find
in the “Masonic Newspaper,” of March 6, 1880,
the above emblematic drawing, concerning which
Brother William S. Paterson (thirty-second de-
gree) says : “This emblem was found in the sar-
cophagus of one of the great kings of Egypt,
entombed in the pyramid erected to his ever-
lasting remembrance. It brings vo mind the rep-
resentation of the king’s induction into those
greater Mysteries of Osiris, held to be the highest
aim of the wise and devout Egyptian.” Brother
Paterson also says in the same article that “the

Hebrews were probably instructed in the legend
of Osiris, and afterward changed the whole to
accord with the wonderful and wise Solomon and
his master-architect Hiram ”; and adds that “the
discoveries now going on-an Egypt may lead to
the key of these mysteries:’. Brother Paterson
makes no attempt to explain the hidden meaning
of this ancient Egyptmn emblem ; but, if the the-
ory advanced in this work is correct, the ruder
will have no great difficulty in understanding it,
for the same astronomical key which unlocks tbe
hidden allegory of the legend of Osiris atd »*
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Hiram will also fully explain this ancient ¢rablem,
while the fact that this emblem so grapbicully
and perfectly illustrates our astronomical solution
of the legend is strong corroborative proof of its
correctness,

The emblem may be t.bns explained : The
form that lics dead befure the altar is that of
Osiris, the personified sun-god, whom the candi-
date represents in the drama of initiation, lying
dead at the winter solstice. The cross upoa bis
breast refers to the great celestinl oross, or inter-
section of the celestial equatur by the ecliptic.
The figure of the lion grasping the Jdead sun-god :
by the hand alludes to the constellation Leo and
the summer solstice, at which point the sun is
raised to lite and glory, as has beeh jnst explained
in the allegory of the resurrection of the sun, and

denotes that the candidate is about to be raised

from a symbolical deatheto life aud power by the
grip of the Tiow’ § puw. Thix is male clearly man-
ifest from the fact that the livn hol i< in hi< other
paw the ancient Egyptian symbol of eternal life,
or the e Ansata, a tull deseription of which
and its true meaning are given in Part Third (see
page 99). The tablet at the feet of the gundi-
date bas inscribed upon it in hieroglyphics the
sacredd names of Amon and of Mut, the wife of
Amon Ra, and probably that-of the royal candi-
date. The figure erect at the altar i~ that of the

Grand Ilierophant, attired as Isig, with the vacant-

throne upon her heidd, emblematic of the departed
sun-god. She has her hand raised in an attitude
of command, her arm forming a right angle ; ber
eyes are fixed upon the emblematic lion as she
gives tbe sign of command that the candidate be
raised from death and darkaess to light and life.
The objects on the altar are two of those peculiar-.
shaped glass jars, with pointed bascs, in which
wine was kept (See Wilkimson's “Egyptians of
the Time of the Pharaohs,” page 86, woodcut 62),
and which, the same author says, “always had
their place on the altar of the gods” (page 13).
The emblem placed between the votive jars of
wine is more obscure. It may be the thyrsus,
but is more probably a floral offering. (See
“ Ancient Egyptians,” vol. i, woodout 260, No.5.)
There can be no doubt_but that the whole device
is a symbolical picture of the initiation of some
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important person into the Mysteries, not of Osi-
ris, however, as Drother Paterson thinks, hut of
Isis, who, vepresented by the Grand Hicrophant,
stands hehind the altar, giving the command to
raise from death Oeiris, who lies before it. This
ancient Kgyptian drawing is a strong amd star-
ting testimony of the entire corrcetness of the
astrouomnical solution of the lewend ol Osiris and
that of liram, as given in the forcuving pages.
It “is. iwlocd, almost impossibiv tv make an em-
blewatic drawing which would le in nivre perfect

: harmony with it.

, THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAL,

= As the judgment of the dead, or Judgment
of .Lwmenti, formed a part 6f the Mysteries of Lsiy,
it should be properly mentioned in that connce-
tion. “Although this ceremony was part of the
Mysteries, yet it was well known to all, as it was
founded upon the peculiar funeral rites of the
Egyptians. From this judgment in this world
no Egyptian was exempt. no matte? how exalted
his position ; and_.apon this trial depended the
right to an honorable lmrial._‘ All whom the de-
ceased person hiul wronggd, and all who knew-of
bis evil deeds, were permirted to testify over his
dead body, while his fricuds and kindred loud-
ly proclaimed his virtues. The dérision followed
the weight of the evidence ;*and even » king who
bad led a bad and wicked lifc might be excluded
from burial inhis own sepulchre. “And the “as-
sessors ” at the funeral were allowed to pronounce
a condemnation, which all agreed would also be
received in a future state. This trial of the dead
in this world was typical of the judgment of
Amenti, where Osiris presided in the jnvisible
world, and which the devout Egyptian believed
took place there at the same time. - From this
peculiar custom of the Lgvptxans arose a part of
the geremonies of “initiation into the Mysteries of
Isis ; for, as in initiation, the candidate dicd sym-
bolically, so also he underwent the Judgment of the
dead, to ascertain if he was worthy to receive the
higher and more important secrets, by being raised
and brought to light, typical of the adission of
the good into tho. “ mansions of the blessed.”
The last judgment is one of the prmclpa.l subjects
found depicted upon the walls of tumbs and in the
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“Book of the Dead,” sometimes referring to the
actual trial, at others to its representation as en-
"acted in the Mysteries. This judgment of the
dead was peculiar to the national customs and
funeral rites of the Egyptians, and does not ap-
pear to have prevailed in other countries. It was
therefore naturally discontinued as a part of the
Mysteries when they were introduced into other
countries under other names. The Greeks, how-

ever, introduced it into their mythology-—the

Greek Themis being derived from the Egyptian

Themei, or goddess of Justice ; "while Minos and °

Rhad-amanthus, the Grecian jidges of the dead

in Hades, show their connection with Amenti, the -

Egyptian Hades, or region of darkness. ‘The
transport of the body over the sacred lake in the
baris, or boat, in the funeral procession of the
Egyptians, in like manner, gave rise to the Ache-

rusian lake, the ferry-boat of Charon, and the*

passage of the Styx, in the Grecian mythology.
There is nothing in the ancient masonic degrees

in the least analogous to the Judgment of Amenti, -

that portion of the Mysteries of Isis not havmg
been adopted into the Mystenes as celebrated in
other lands and at a later age. The following rep-
resentation of the scene, taken from the ¢ Book

he holds the flail and crook, emblems of majesty
and dominion. The deeds of the deceased, or of
the candidate, typified by a vase containing his
heart, are being weighed in the scales of justice
by Anubis and Horus against an ostrich-feather,
emblem of truth, in the opposite scale. The
ostrich-feather, as the emblem of truth,
is thus depicted in the hieroglyphics:
Thoth (Hermes, Mercury, or the Divine
Intellect) presemts the result, to Osiris.
Close' by is Cerberus, guardian of the
gates. At the right the candidate is
seen attended by the goddesses of Truth
and Justice ; the goddess of Trutb holds
in her band the emblem of eternal life,,

EMBLEM
oF
TRUTH.

- and both wear upon their heads the em-

blem of truth. Close to Osiris-is seen the thyr-
sus bound with a fillet, to which the spotted skin
of a leopard is suspended. It is the same that
the high-priest, c¢lad -in the leopard-skin dress,
carries in’ the processions, and which gave rise
to the nebris and thyrsus of Bacchus, to whom
Osiris corresponds in Greek mythology (Wilkin-
son). The lotus-flower, the emblem of a new
birth, is represented ‘just before the thyrsus. If,
on being tried, the candidate is rejected, hav-

ing been “weighed and

THE JUDGMENT OF AMENTI.
‘

of the Dead,” will, "ho'wever, be intérest'mg. to aJi_

readers, and members of the fraternity will not
fail to recognize in it certain masonic features
which we may not particularize. The figure seat-
ed on the throne is Osiris, or judge of the dead ;

found wanting,” Osiris
inclines his scepter in
token of condemnation.
If, on the contrary,
when' the sum of his
deeds has been record-
ed, his virtues so far
preponderate as to en-
title him to admission,
Horus, taking in his
_band the tablet of
Thoth, introduces him
to the presence of Osi-
ris. In the initiation,
those who represented
Thoth Anubis, and Horus wore symbolical masks,
as represented in the drawing. (See Kendrick,
Wilkinson, and also Arnold’s “ Philosophical His-
tory of Secret Societies,” from which last work
the above drawing is taken.)




PART THIRD.

1. Aestronoraocar ExpravaTioN oF TER EmBrEms, SrMmsors, AND Lzaxxps or THE MysTznixs,
BOTE ANCIENT AND MopERN, AND TBE LosT MEANING OF MANY OF THEM BESTORED.

II. CoxorusioN.

L

HaviNg explained the solar allegory which is
embodied in the legend of Hiram, as well as the
solar symbolism attaching.to the officers of the
lodge, their several “statious” and  duties, and
the “lights, covering, and supports of the lodge,™
it now remains to consider the various'emblems
and other legends of freemasonry. If it can be
shown that all of them (which are at all ancient)
bave also a solar and astronomical allusion, in
perfect. harmony with each other and with the
main central legend which they are intended to
illustrate, the fact that the whole system is found-
ed on an astronomical allegory will be irresistibly
forced upon us. The various emblems, symbols,
and legends dependent on that of Hiram, and in-
tended to illustrate it, will therefore next claim
attention. In this examination the same method
of question and answer will be pursued, as bexng
best adapted to the ob]ect in view :

Q. Have all the ancient mgns, eymbols, em-
blems, and legends of the Mysteries, both ancient |
and modern, an-astronomical allusion? -

A. They have. As the whole system has an
ancient astronomical foundatxon, it could not be
otherwise. .

Q. Has the astronomxcal allusnon of many of
the emblerns, symbols, and legends been lost ? -

A. It has; as to some, entirely, and as to
others, in part. The allusion is, however, so per-
fect in most cases, that it may be restored by the
use of the key already furnished to the main cen-

tral allegory, to which they are all harmoniously
related. ,
THE SEVEN STARS.

Q.- To wbat does the masonic emblem of the
seven stars allude ? ’

A. To the Pleiades, or seven stars in Thurus.
These stars were cdlled by the Romans Vergilie,
or Virgins of Spring. The constellation Zaurus
was anciently at the vernal equinox, and the
year formerly then begaﬁ Thus Virgil, refer-
ring to a remoter age, in the “ Georgics,” Book
1, says:

™ Candidus auratis aperit com
Cornibus annum taurus.”

“When the bright bull with gilded horns opcm the

yw ”

Job speaka of the’ Pleiades, also, as exettin‘g
“3a sweet influence,” expressive of the balmy air
of spring which accompanies the approach .of the
sun to the constellation Taurus and the “seven
etars.” This masonic emblem, therefore, bhus a
direot allusion to the vernal equinox, and thus
becomes a besutiful symbol of immortality, re-
minding us, also, of that starry home beyond the
grave to which the soul of man aspires. It was
for these reasons that, of all the “hosts of bheav-
en,” the Pleiades were selected as an emblem by
our ancient brethren.

THE LADDER OF BBVEN ROUNDS.

Q. What is the true meaumg ‘of this ancient

emblem ?
A. The ladder of seven rounds, says the I.on-
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don “ Freemasons’ Magazme," has been a s)mlml
in many ages and countries. “Among the an-
vients every round was cousidered to be repre-
sented by a wetal increasing in purity, from the
lowest to the highest, and these were 2gain char-
acterized by the nmmer of the seven planets as
follows : The first round is the lowest ; therefore
they will read from the bottom to the top: 7.
Gold—the Sun; 6. Silver—the Moon ; 3. - Irun—
Mars; 4. Tin—Jupiter; 3. -Quicksilver—Mur-

cury ; 2. Copper—Venus ; 1. Lead—Saturn.”

STELLAR THEOLOGY AND HASO.\'IC ASTRONOMY.

black, the hue msmnc«l to Saturn; the next an
orange, the hue nf Jupiter ; the thn-d a bright
red, the hue of Mars; the fourth the golden bue
of the Sun; tlxc_hf}h a pale yellow, the hue of
Venus ; Llu- sixth dark blue, the hue of Mercury ;
the seventh silver, the hae of the Moon.”

From the fact that the seven stages by which
the summiit of the temple was reached were thus
dedieated. to the seven planets, it is evident that
the symbalism of the seven steps of the ladder,

P and tln- seven aseending stages of the temple, ix

This planctary signitication given to the seven

rounds of the ladder, as stated by the writer of

jous ideas of the ancients who worshiped the sun
and plancts, and the several allegorical legemls
which they fonnded upon the facts of astronomi- |
val eience.

Near the site of ancient Dabylon are the ruins
of the great Temple of the Seven Spheres, which
for a long time was thought to he identical with

the great Temple of Belua, deseribed by Uerodo- |

tus, situated in DBabylon, and which it elosely,
though mnot exactly, resembles.  The builder of |
this temple is unknown, and the date of its origi-
nal structure is also uneortain. 1t was, however,
restored and carefully renovated by Nebuchad-
nezzar, whose name is still Jegible on the bricks
and cylinders deposited at the angles. The
account which the royal restorer gives of bis
work has been likewise found in the iuseriptions
amoung the ruins. The following particulars as

to this great temple, which is a type of the plan |
and character of all the Babylonian sacred build.

ings, is taken from Rawlinson’s Appendix to Book
III of Herodotus. The ruins were carefully and

completely explored by Sir 1L Rawlinson him- -

self but a few years ago. Like the great Teemple
of Belus at Babylor., as described by Ierodotus,
the Temple of the Seven Spheres.was a building of
seven receding stages. On the top of the seventh
stage was placed the ark, or tabeérnacle, which
seems to have becn fifteen feet high. The orna-
mentation of the building was almost rolely Ly
color. “The seven stages were colored so as to
represent the seven planetary spheres, according
to the tints regarded by the Sabaans as appropri-
ate to the scven luminaries, the basement being

'
1
1]

the same, The order in w hn h th(; planets are

1
aranged isDhowever, not exactly the same as

the above, is in perfect harmony with the rvelig- 'f'

that of - the steps of the 'ladd(-r, as given by the
“ Freemasous” Mageizine ™ of London,  The latter
seems 1o be fonpdel mestly on the supposed
order of the metals as to purity. That the order
. of the planets, ax applicd to the seven stages of
the templé, is the most correet according to the

“ancient symbolism of the Babylonians and otber

LOriental mations. can not he doubted, for the ruing
“of the, temple itself place that heyond qnestion.
It i also eqnally evident, from the description of
Heradotus, that the symbolism of the seven stages
of the Temple of the Seven Spheres is the same as
that of the great Temple of” Belus itself at Baby-
lon.  Oue of the prineipal emblems of the ancicnt
Mysteries, both in Persia and India, was a ladder
of seven romnds or steps, and it may be traced
back to the very builders of these temples. In
attempting to ascertain the true meaning of this
emblem, we must not forget that the Babylonians
and Sabicans were worshipers of the planets. It
is alsn_&fliall) important to remember that they
were adepts in gstronomy, and believed in and
practiced astrology. This is evident from sacred
history. We read in Danicl ii that Nebuchad-
nezzar (the same who rebuilt or restored this very
Temple of the Seven Spheres) was tronbled by a
dream, which he commanded “the magicians, tke
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans,”
to interpret for him.” (See also 7, 7, and many
otber passages of Scripture.) “The Chaldeans
were a branch of the great Hamite race of A%
Kud, which inhabited Dabylonia from the ear-
liest times, With them originated the art of
writing, the building of cities, the institution of
religious systems, the cultivation of all science,
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but that of astronomy in particular” (H. C. Raw-
linson).

The sciences of astronomy and astrology will,
therefore, no doubt furnish the key to the sym-
-bolism of not only the seven stages of the temple,
but the seven rounds of the ladder also. In truth,
the reference in both to the seven planets pomts
us earnestly in that direction.

The sun on the 2lst of December is at Ius
lowest point of declination below the equator,

and the days are_the darkest and the mgbts the |

longest, while all nature lies dead, locked in the
arms of winter. On the 21st of March the sun
reaches the vernal equinox. Spring begins, and
nature revives from the death of winter. On the
21st of June the sun reaches the.summer solstice,
when the days are the longest, and the sun secms
for the first time to have regained all his former
power and glory. Now, it will be observed, by
looking at any celestial globe, that the progress
of the sun from its lowest to its Aighest declina-

tion is divided into seven equal parts by the seven.

sxgns of the zodiac, through which be passes, or
in which he is, while mounting upward from the
winter-to the summes solstice. The sun, starting
in Capricornus, passes successively through Ayua-
rius, Pisces, Arics, Tuurus, and Gemins, until be
reaches the summer solstice, or sumnit of the-zo-
diacal arch, on the 21st of June.’, If the reader
will take the trouble to trace this ascending path

of the sun along the ecliptic on a celestial globe,

its symbolical significance will be impressively
illustrated. It must, however, be remembered
that the winter and summer solstice were ancient-
ly in Aguarius and Leo, and not in Capricornus
and Cancer, as they now are, owing to the pre-
cession of the equinoxes. The Hindoo astron-
omer, Varaha, says, “ Certainly the southern sol-
stice was once in the middle of Aslera (Leo), and
tbe northern in Dhanishia (Aquarius).” Modern
astronomers all declare the same thing. A study
of the various astronomical myths of antiquity
shows that the most of them originated when the
summer eolstice wad eitber in Leo or between Leo
and Cancer. In the days, therefore, ‘when plane-
tary worship bad its rise, the sun, in his passage
from the winter to the summer solstice, started
in Aguarius and ascended successively through

the signs Pisces, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, and Can-
cer, 30° each, and entered L¢o at the summit of
the zodiacal arch on the 21st of June. These

:.8even signs are therefore symbolical of seven as-

cending stages or steps, and, according to the sci-
ence of astrology, these seven signs, following
each other in this exact order, are the houses of
the seven planets (which they rule and signify)
in exactly this order : Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Ve-
vus, Mercury, the Moon, and the Sun.

But by a strange correspondence this is the
exact order in which the planets are arranged as
ruling the seven ascending stages of the Temple
of the Seven Spheres, with but one exception.
The moon, whose house is Cancer, and which sign
she rules (aceording to astrology), is at the top

.of the seven stages, while the sun is placed in the

center, between Mars and Venus, who rule the
vernal signs Aries and Zaurus. This is, how-
ever, in perfect barmony with the ancient alle-
gory above given, for anciently the vernal equinox
was between Aries and ZTaurus, the summer sol-
stice being between Leo and Cancer. The base
of the temple, therefore, symbolized the winter
solstice—the appropriate color of which was black,
and its significator Saturn or Time, whicb destroys
all things. It referred to the sun at bis lowest
point of declination, and when Nature is desolate
and dead.

The central stage, ruled by the sign Aries
and Zaurus, between which the sun was emblem-
atically represented by his color, was typical of
that luminary raised to life again at the vernal
equinox, when the sun entered those signs in the
spring. The seventh stage, or summit of the tem-
ple, was in like manner typical of the summer sol-
stice, anciently between Cancer and Leo. Cancer
is ruled by the moon, and Leo is the sole house of
the sun (according to the teaching of astrology).

The top and Jast stage was therefore represent-
ed to be of the color of the moon, denoting that
the sun was now approaching the highest point
of his journey, and was about to be exalted to the
summit of the zodiacal arch.” The colors, as
given by Herodotus, are also in exact harmony
with the science of astrology, and so also is the
rule of the seven metals by their respective plan-
ets, as given by the “ Freemasons’ Magazine” (see
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Ptolemy, Placidus, Lilly, and Zadkiel’s “ Gram-
mar of Astrology,” for the teachings of astrol-
ogy on these points ; also, as to the houses of the
planets and their rule). We should be pleased to
follow this subject still further, but enough has
been said to show the close connection between
the seven ascending stuges of the great Temple of
Belus and the Temple of the Seven Spheres at

Babylon, with the emblem of the-ladder of seven

steps as exhibited in the Persian’ Mysteries, and,
indeed, all ofthe Oriental Mysteries. Nor can
there be much doubt of the fact that our masopic
emblem was adopted from theie ancient sources,
while it is equally certain that the explanation

which refers it to “the ladder Jacob saw in his .

vision,” although beautiful, is the invention of
Preston, Cross, or some other. recent writer, who

had no idea of its true-meaning or ancient origin.

THE MASONIC LADDER OF THREE ROUNDS.
Q. What is the signification of the ladder-of

three rounds, and why is it represented as leading |

up to the “seven stars,” or Pleiades? |

A. This emblem is clearly but a modification:

of the ladder of the Mysteries, consisting, as we
have seen, of seven rounds—and is of the same
general astronomical meaning. The.sun, when

ascending from the winter: solstice to the vernal |

equinox, the constellation Taurus (%), and the
Pleiades, or seven stars, situated therein, passes
successively through three signs of the zodiac, to

wit, Aquarius (2v), Pisces (3¢), and Ariea (7).

These three signs are therefore emblematically |

represented by a ladder of three priccipal rounds,
by mesns of which the sun climbs up from the
point of his lowest southern declination to the

vernal equinox and the “seven stars” in Taurus,
The foregoing is the emblem of the masonic lad-
der as generally represented (sec Monitors).

The diagram following will show how per-
fectly the explanation of its meaning, as given
ahove, agrees with all the facts of astronomy, and
how significant and beautiful the emblem is when

thus considered.

THR ZODIACAL LADDER,

Thé emblematic meaning now attached to the
masonic- ladder, which refers it to the one “Ja-
cob saw in ‘his vision,” is neither lost nor sacri-

. Winrer Sousmice.

ficed, even if we admit the probable origin of the
emblem in that of the ancient mysteries. Its
symbolism is, however, thus made more extended
and impressive, so that we gain rather than lose
by so referring it. -

The initiation into all the ancxent mysteries, it
vn]l be remembered, was a drama founded upon

the getronomical allegory of. the death and resur-

rection of the sun, and was intended to, and did,
impress upon the mind of -the candidate, in the
strongest manner’ possible, the two great doctrines

-of the unity of God and the immortality of man.

> These are, to-day the two great fundamental
principles of Freemasonry, aud are illnstrated and
taught in a similar manner‘in the' ritual of the
third degree.
" The solar allegory and emblems of the ancient
mysteries have, however, a twofold meaning :
1. Being founded, a3 before stated, on the pas-
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sage of the sun among the twelve constellations
of the zodiac—his overthrow by the three sutum-
nal montbs, his return to life at the vernal equi-
nox, and his exaltation at the summer solstice—
they therefore taught and illustrated all the lead-

ing principles of astronomy, and thus had an im--

portant scientific value to the initiated. -

2. By personifying the sun, and requiring the
candidate to represent him, the whole solar phe-
nomena were exhibited in an allegorical manner,
and became symbolical of the unity of God and
the immortality of the soul.. The ladder'of the
Mysteries, being but an emblem intended to illus-
trate the main solar-allegory, had the game tw
fold symbolism:. Lo

When fully explained to the initiated, it fixed
upon the mind certain great facts in astronomical
science. It taught the order and-position of the
signs of the zodiac ; the -ascent of the sun from
the point of -his lowest declination below the
equator to that of bis highest above it, by seven
equal graduated steps. It also taught the duration
and order of the seasons, the length of the solar
year, and many other particulars of the greatest
importance to agriculture, as well as to science
and art generally. .

The emblem, viewed in an allegorical sense,
also taught, by solar analogy, the unity of God
and the life everlasting. The ladder in this sense
was the cmblem of ‘the ascent into heaven from
the lower hemispbere—the .underworld of dark-
ness, winter, and death. This mystic ladder.leads
to the “seven stars,” or Pleiades, shining in the
constellation Zaurus, at the golden gates of spring.
It mountedstill onward and upward, to the sum-
mit of the Royal Arch of heaven, thus emblem-
atically teaching us that by the ladder of virtue
the soul of man will at last pierce the “clondy
canopy,” and mount to the highest circle of “the
starry-decked heavens,” to dwell for ever trinm-
phant over death and the grave. -

It will thus be seen that our masonic emblem

loses none of its significance by. its* probable ori- -

gin in the astronomical symbolism of the ancient
mysteries, but, on the contrary, has given it a
much more extended and beautiful signification,
being clothed with a scientific as well as a moral
meaning. :

PAITH, HOPE, AND CHARITY.

Q. Why may the three principal rounds of
this ladder be also said to emblematically repre-
sent “faith, hope, and charity ” ?- '

A When the ‘sun bae reached hig lowest

- southern declination, and begins to ascend toward

the'vernal equinoX, we have nothing but faith in
the goodness of God and the immutability of the
laws of pature to sustain our belief that. the sun
will once more “unlock the ‘golden gates of
spring ™ ; but, when the gun enteu'_Pisce.u (3¢)
and ascends the second round of the’ladder, Aope

| is added to our faith, for the sun is seen already

to bave climbed yp two thirds of the distance re-

{ ‘quired to reach the vernal equinox ; apd when,
.at last, ou the 216t of March, he mounts the third

round of the ladder and enters Aries (%), the
“ gweet influences of the Pleiades ™ are once more
felt, while beneath the warm rays of ‘the vern'al
sun the snows dissolve, and the earth begins again
“to put on her beautiful attire.” “For lo! the
winter is past, and the flowers.appear on the earth,
and the time of the singing of birds is come, and
the voice of the turtle is beard in the land.”
The third and last round of the zodiacal lad-
der is therefore emblematic of charity, or that
divine love and henevolence which each year
cause the spring-tie to come in due season.
So ought we all to have faith in Ged, bope in
a blessed immortality (cmblematically Fepresent-
ed by the vernal equinox), and charity to all
mankind. ’

THE THREE BTEPS.

Thbe three steps Aclineated on the master's
carpet have an- ohvious reference to the three
steps, or degrees, by which the initiated .becomes
a master mason. They are, however, cipable ?f
an astronomical explanation also, and may be eaid

“to.allude to the three signs, Tuaurus, Gemini, and

Cancer (emiblematic of three steps), by means of
which the sun (having alrcady reached the vernal
equinox by means of the zodiacal ladder) ascends
to the summit of the Royal Arch at tbe. summer
solstice, which point ix, as already explained, em-
blematic of the master’s degree.
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THE WINDING STEPS.

Q. According to the legend of the “middle
chamber ” of the fellow-craft’s degree, the work-
men were paid their wages in the middle chamber
of King Solomon’s temple, which was approached
by a certain flight of “winding steps.” This
staircase is said to have consisted of “three, five,
and seven steps ” (according to our lecture), and
was reached by entering in at the front door of

the termple, passing between the pillars’ of the

porch. (See Mackey’s “Symbolism,” Chapter
XXV]1) What is the astronomical import and
real meaning of this legend ? ‘

A. The only allusion to these “ winding stairs ”
in the Bible is found in the sixth chapter of 1
Kings. In the fifth verse we are informed that
King Solomon “built chambers round about
against the walls of the house.” The sixth verse
continues as follows : “ The netbermost chamber
was five cubits broad, and the middle chamber
was six cubits broad, and the third was seven
cubits broad, for without in the walls of the houss
he made narrow rests round about, that the deanws
showld not be fastened in the walls of the house.”
The eighth verse informs us that the “ door for the
middle chamber was on the right side” (Hebrew,
“ghoulder”) “of the house, and they went' up
with winding stairs into the middle chamber, and
out of the midst of the middle into the third.”
The only information which Josepbus gives may
be found in Chapter III, Book VIII, of bis “ An-
tiquities,” and is as follows: “He [Solomon]
also built aboué the temple thirty small rooms,
which might include ” (i. e., surround) “the whole
temple by their closeness one to another, and by
their number and outward position round it. He
also made passages through them, that they might
come into one through another. Every one of
these rooms had five cubits in breadth, and the
same in length, but in height twenty. Above
these were other rooms, and others above them,
equal both in their measures and numbers, so that
these reached to a height equal to the lower part
of the house, for the upper part bad no buildings
about i¢. 'The roof that was over the house was
of cedar; and, truly, every one of these rooms
Aad a roof of its own that was not connected

1w0ith the other rooms, but for the other parts there
was a covered roof common to them all. . . . The
king had also a fine contrivance for an ascent to

_tbe upper room over the temple, and that was by
steps cut in the thickness of the wall, for it had no
large door on the east end, as the lower house
had, but the entrances were by the sides through
very small doors.”

The above extracts compnse all the informa-
tion which reliable ‘history, either sacred or pro-
fane, furnishes in regard to the “middle cham-
ber” and the “winding stairs” by which it was
reached. It is evident, both from the Bible and
from Josephus, that the “middle chamber ” was
no part of the temple proper; nor, indeed, was
it permitted to be fastened to the sacred walls.
(See 1 Kings vi, v, just quoted.) All the cham-
bers were built around the outside of the walls,
‘and were reached from the side, so that in going
up to the “middle chamber” a person not only
did not pass between the pillars of the porch, but
did not enter in or pass through any portion
whatever of the temple itself. The steps, accord-
ing to Josepbus, were “cut in the thickness of
the wall outside.” In view of these autborities,
although he'does not quote them, Dr. Mackey
may well say “that the historical facts and the
architectural details alike forbid us for a moment
to suppose that the legend” (of the winding

* gtairs), “as it is rehearsed in the second degree

of masonry, is anything more than a magnificent
philosophical myth” (“ Symbolism,” Chapter
XXVL)

But if it is a phxlosoplncal myth” it must
bave a symbolical meaning,” and be emblematic
in its character. The very essence of symbolical
teaching consists of the method of selecting some
Jact or some real object in nature, art, or science,
and by investing it with an emblematic signifi-

. cance through comparison, thus teaching and illus-
trating some moral or political doctrine. The
anchor is thus made an emblem and illustration
of hope, the beehive of industry, the scythe of
time or death. A real anchor, beehive, or seythe
is, howevep, required as a foundation for this alle-
gorical teaching. If, therefore, the “legend of
the winding stairs” is a “philosophical myth,”

either the actual or the emblematic stairs must
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bave a real existence somewhere, or they could
not have been selected or used for the purpose of
conveying a philosoplical, symbolical, or allegor-
ical lesson. The “winding steps,” as described
in the masonic legend, did not exist in the temple
of King Solomon, as we have shown, not only by
Josephus, but the Bible itself. We must, there-
there, look elsewhere for them. Now, asall the
other leading emblems of masonry bave an astro-
nomical origin, it is but reasonable to suppose
that these very same “ winding steps,” leading to
the place where the wages of the craft are paid,
will be found in that other “temple not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” As they are

not to be found in the actual temple, let ns look -

for them in the emblematic onc.

But, before doing so, it will be necessary to
determine more exactly the proper number of
these emhlematic stcps, for their stated number
seems to have varied at different perinds and ac-
cording to diffcrent versions of the legend. Dr.
Oliver mentions an old “ tracing-board,” published
in 1745, in which the steps are semicircular, and
are but scven in number. Dr. Mackey says, on
page 221 of his “Symbolism,” that ¢ tracing-
boards of the last century have been found in
which only five steps are delineated, and others
in which they amount to seven. Tbe Prustonian
lectures used in England in the beginning of this
century gave the whole number as fthirty-siz,
divided into series of one, three, five, seven, nine,
and eleven. . . . The Hemming lectures, adopted
by the union of the two.grand lodges of England,
struck out the eleven. . . . In the United States
the number was suill further reduced to fifleen,

divided into three series of turee, five, and seven.”.

It thus appears that there has been consider-
able confusion as to the correct number of these
symbolical steps. The mast ancient versions of
the legend make the number either five or seven.
Now it is a very safe rule to adopt as to all tra-
ditions, including those of masonry, that the older
the version the more correct it probably is, for
the further back we_ trace any legend the nearer
we will approach the time of its origin, and, con-
sequently, its primitive end uncorrupted form.
Applying this rule to the case under considera-
tion, we may safely conclude that the proper

number of steps in these “ winding stairs” is
either five or seven. 1f, however, we succeed in
finding the steps tbemael\u properly lucated in
the emblematic temple, and leading to the very
place where the craft recvive their wages, we shall
be able to determine their ¢xact number by actual
coune.

Thé building of the temple, represented em-
blematically by the Royal Arch of heaven, was
commenced in the spring and finished in the au-
tumn. It was, therefore, said to he seven years

‘in bmldmg, as has been prev vonsly‘ explained.

The spring signs, during which the plowing and
planting are done, are typical of the E A degree ;
the summer months, when the . growing grain re-
quires constant care for its protgetion, of the F. C.
degree ; and the scason in which the harvests are
gathered and stored away, of the M. M. degree,
and’ those skilled workinen who wrought at the
completion of the temple.

Durmg the progress of the sun from the ver-
nal equmox to.the summer solstice, the husband-
man is engagcd in preparing the soil and sowing
his seeds ; durmg the passage of the sun from
tbe summer solstice to_the autumnal equinox, he
is employed in protecting his maturing crops. In
July and August the corn ripens and is harvested,
and in the autumn the oi and tine ulso reward
bim for his labors.

The wages of the faithful craftsmcn, we are
told, are “ corn, oil, and wine.” The seven signs
of the zodiac, from tbe vernal equinox to the first
point of Scorpio, wmdxng in a glittering curve
about the beavens, may in a like manner be said
to be emblematic of seven winding steps, leading
to the place where

' CORN, OIL, AND WINE =
are brought forth to reward the labors of the bus-
bandman. The sun arrives at Aries on the 21st
of March, and reaches Scorpio about the 21st of
October, passing successively through ¢, ¥, I,
G, N, W, and &, The number of these emblem-
atic steps is therefore scven, thus corresponding
with the more ancient versions of the fellow-craft
legend ; und it will also be observed: that they
are really semicircular in form. This perfectly
harmonizes with the “seven semicircular steps”
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of the ancient “ tracing-board ” mentioned by Dr.
Oliver. 'It is also worthy of notice’ that, just as
that part of the year embraced within these seven
signs may be divided into three periods —1. That
of plowmg and planting ; 2. That of growing and
maturing ;- and, 3. That of JDarvesting and storing’
—a0 these emblemdtic steps may also be divided
into three groups, which find an’ appropriate ex-
pression in the numbers 8, 5, and 7. The first
three signs, Aries, Taurus, and Gemini, denote the
season of plowing and planting. The next. two,
Cancer and Leo, making five. from the vérnal
equinox, denote the period during which' the crops
ripen and mature ; and the last two, Virgo and
Libra, making seven in all, rule the harvest-sea-
sou—and the storing away of the corn, oil, and
wine, with which the solar bounty has rewarded
the labors of the faithful husbandman. i

’ The American division of the steps into three
groups, expressive of the numbers 8, 5, and 7; is
therefore coriect, but the fotal number of steps is
seven, and not fifteen. "It is easy to see how this
’ latter error, as to the mystlo import-of the num-
bers 3, 5 and 7 was ‘made, in consequence of the
true nature of the symbolism of the seven steps
being lost.

The legend of the winding stairs” informs
us that they condnucted between the two pillars of
the porch. Dr. Oliver, in his “ Landmarks™ (note
19 to Lecture XVI), says that “the equinoctial
points are called pillars, because the great semi-
circle, or upper hemisphere, neems to rest upon

them.” If this symbolism be correct, then, the |*

“ winding stairs” do, in fact, lead past and be-
tween these celestial pillars, in perfect harmony
with the allegory, of the legend. , Thus explained,
the legend of the “ winding stairs,” leading to
the place where “corn, oil, and winc” are. de-

livered as a reward. to the faithful laborer in’

the vineyard,”is a most beautiful and signifi-

cant astronomical allegory.. Like all ‘the: other |.

astronomical’ allegories and symbols of Freema-
sonry, it not only (vhen properly nnderatood)

reveals important-aud valuable seientific facts re-

specting the movements of the heavenly bodies,

but at one and ‘the same txme inculcates, in a sub--

lime and impressive manner, great moral truths.
It teaches us, among other things, that industry

hot only deserves but receives its due reward.
It - also displays the benevolence of the Great
Creator, who causes the earth to bring forth her
fnuts in due season

s He watereth the hills from above;
=" The earth is filled with the fruit of his works;

“ He bringeth forth thie grass for the cattle,
And the green herb for the service of man: .
That he may bring forth fruit out of the earth;
And wine, that maketh glad the heart of man;
And odl, to make him & cbeerful contenance;
And bread, tq strengthen man's heqet.”

- : . fosm civ, 13-15.
It reminds us also of the cove.nnt which God
made with Noah in the olden time: “That he
would no more curse the ground for man’s sake ;
but that while the earth remained seed-time and
barvest sbould ‘not cease” (Genesis viii, 21, 22).
These and many other important lessons are
taught. by the astro-masonic symbol of the “ wind-
ing stairs ” ; and those lessbus are made still more
impressive from the fact that the Archetype of
these “winding stairs” is not to be found in any
transitory, earthly mansion, but. far above, set in
the eternal majesty of the starry firmament.

- .

o THE BLAZING STAR.

Q. To what does the masonic emblem of the
Blazing Star allude ?

A. To the sun in the midst of heaven, as a sym-
bol of Deity. Even Dr. Oliver, who bas no sym-
pathy with'the astronomical theory of the origin
of Frecmasonry, says : “The<Blazing Star’ must
not be gonsidered merely as the creature which
heralded the appearance of T. G. A. 0. T. U., but
‘the expressive symbol of that Great Being Aim-
self, who is described by the magnificent appel-
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lations of the Day-Spring, or Rising Sun, the

Morning btar, and the bright and Blazing Star. |

Tlns, then, is the supernal reference of the Blaz-
ing Star of Masonry, attached to a science which,
like the religion it em-
bodies, is universal and
applicable to all times
.and seasons, and to
every people that ever
did or ever will exist
on bir ephemeral globe
of earth.,”” Other writ-
ers identify the Blazing
Star. with Sirius, the
most splendid-and glori-
“ous of all the stars. The
rising of Sirius just be-
fore the sun, each year,
gave the ancient Egyp-
tians warning of the
approaching inundation
of the Nile; hence they
~compared it to a faith-
ful dog, whose bark
gives warning of ap-
proaching danger, and named it Sothis, Anubis,
and ZThotes, the barker, or monitor; This brill-
iant and beautiful-star thus- early became known
as the “dog-star.” The Egyptians deified it un-
der the name of Anubis, and thie god was emblem-
atically represented by the figure of a man with
the bead of a dog. '
Both these explanations show the masonic

Blazing Star to be an astronomical emblem. The
latter one is probably the more correct, as it-ap-
pertains to the Egyptiun Mysteries. .

ANUBIS.

THE RITE .01"‘ CIRCUMAMBULATION.

: Q. To what does this masonic rite allude ?

A. ‘The word “circumambnlation ”.is Jerived
from two Latin words (circuin, around, and ambu-
lare, to walk), and therefore means to'walk around,
that is, around the altar, or some sacred shrine.
The rite of circumambulation: formed a leading
part of the ceremonies of the Mysterxes, and of
solar worship in all countries. This rite had a
direct solar allusion, as it was always performed
from right to left, in imitation of the apparent

course of the sun from cast to west by way of -
the south, In the Mysteries of India thé candi-
date went thus about the altar three fimes, gnd

whenever he arrived in the sonth, was taught to
exclaim, “I copy the example of the suii, and
follow his benevolent path ! ® “This sacred march
was generally, in all the Mysteries, accompa.med
by the s:ngmo or chanting of an ode or hymn to-
the sun-god. Among the Druids it, partook of
the nature of a mystic,dance. The candidate, in
pe:forming the rite of circumambulation, it will
be seen, represented the ‘sun,’or rather the per-
sonified sun, or sun-god, which-he continued to
do through the entire ceremony, from the mo-
ment of his introduction up to his symbolical
death— Euresis and ramng or restoration to life.

Dr. Mackey says, in‘his “ Symbolism of Freems-.
sonry,” Chapter XXI, that “the masonic rite of
circumambulation strictly agrees with the ancient
ong,” aud that, as “ the circumambulation is made
around the lodge just as the sun was supposed to
move around the earth, we are bronght. back to
the original symbnhsm ” of the sun’s apparent
course about the earth.

The direct derivation of this masonie rite from
the solar mysteries of the ancients is too plain to
be for a moment denied ; and it is absard to sup-
pose-that any such rite could bave becn invented
by the traveling operative niasonic associations
of the middle ages. And this absurdity willat-
tach to the whole cerernony of which this rite is
but a part (in fact, almost the“initial step), for
the sa:ne solar significance characterizes th. whole
vitual, all parte of which are in perfect harm- .
with the symbolism admitted to be conne
with "the rite of circumambulation, If Ireema-
gonry, therefore, originated with the traveling
masons of the middie ages, they must have bor-
rowed these soiar ceremonies from some far more
ancient source, or association, to which those who
instituted modern Freemasonry belonged. Had
they invented a ritual, its ceremonies would: ‘never
have had any such solar significance or symbolism:
a symbolism which bas no harmony or correspond-
ence with the rules and prindiples of architecture.
On the other band, if, for peculiar reasons, these
operative masons and architects really became the

last and sole custodians of the rites and ceremonies
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of the ancient mysterics, we can quite easily see
how they have been handed down to us in a more
or less corrupted form by them.

What those circumstances w++c that thus con-
nected the architects of the middle ages with the
ancient mysteries will be treated of more at length
in subsequent pages; and the link which thus
united the temple-builders of Egypt, Greece, and
Rome with the cathedral-builders of Europe un-
der the reign of Christianity will"be poiated out.

THE SQUARE.

Q. Whence was the square, as a masonic em-
blem, derived ?

A. Tt is a gencral impression, among masons
and others, that the square, or right angle, as an
emblem, was derived wholly from opcrative ma-
-gonry, and is but one of the working-tools of a
mechanical art adopted as an emblem by specu-’
lative masons. This idea is couutenanced hy
Cross in his “ American Chart,” who says, “ The
square is an instrument made use of by operitive
masons to square their work,” and then proceeds
to moralize upon it. This idea has also found its
way into all the. monifors. The square, or right
angle, as an emblem is, however, geometrical and
not mechanical in its origin, and dates back to
the ancient Egyptians, in whose solemn proces-
sions the Stolistes carried the cubit of justice

(_ ) by "i'hi_ch peféendic.

ulars, right angles, and rquares might be laid out,
its form being that of one arm of a square; with
the inner end cut to an angle of 43°, or one half
of aright angle. The square was in Egypt an
emblem of justice, because being a right angle
it deviated in no respect from a true horizontal
joined to a perfect perpendicular. The close anal-
ogy between justice and that which is perfectly
upright is so obvious, in fact, as to have become
universal. The terms “an upright man” and a
‘“just man”are in nearly all languages synony-
mous, hence the Seriptural phrases : “ The way of
the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost
weigh the path of the just™ (Isa. xxvi, 7); “He.

that walketb uprightly” (Psalm xv, 2) ; and the ]

admonition “to walk tuprightly before God and
man.” Besides this, the square was used in Egypt

to redetermine the boundaries of each man’s pos-
sessions when, 2s frequently bappened, the land-
marks were swept away by the inundation of the
Nile, thus recovering to every man his just rights.
The Egyptian land-measure itself was an «rou-
ra, or a sguare, containing one bundred cubits.
(\\ ilkinson’s * Egypt.”)

“The square, or right angle, represents 90° or
the fourth part of a circle, apd has a direct allu-
sion to division of the ecliptic und celestial equa-
tor into four equal parts, indicative of the sol-
stitial and equinoctial points, and the division of
the year into four seasons. By it we are also
enabled to divide the circle of tbe horizon into
quadraits, and by the aid of the sun iu’the south
to correctly mark. out the four cardinal points of

‘the compass. In not only geometry, but astron-

omy also, the usc of the right angle is indispensa-
ble ; and, as :its‘use was thus connccted not only
\nth the loftiest problems of science, but with
rebmon also, it svon became universally adopted
by the ancients as a sacred c¢mblem, not only of
justice, but of rectitude of conduct. As cvery
perpendicular forms a right angle with its base,
and is a straight line, so the primitive roots of

‘the words .right and wrong mean straight and

crooked, or oblique.

MASONIC FESTIVALS.

Q. What was the origin of the two great ma-
sopic festivals, held formerly on the 24th of June
and 27th of December in each ycar?

A. The celebration of those days was purely
astronomical in its origin, and refers to the sum-
mer and winter solstice. The summer solstice,
on’ the 21st of June, was celebrated as a great
solar festival by the ancients, because at that
time the sun was exalted to the summit of the
zodiacal arch, and attained his greatest power and
glory. The arrival of the sun at the winter sol-
stice in December and the commencement of his
return north toward the vernal equinox was also
celebrated in an gppropriate manner. The sun
was then considered (according to another alle-
gory) to be new-born, and the moment of his
emerging from the constellation which marked
his lowest declination was celebrated as the hour
of his nativity. At this period, says Macrobius,
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“the day being the shortest, the god seems to be
but a feeble child.” ‘After that, he begins to grow,
as some say, nourished by a goat, alluding to the
constellation Capricorn, and the days begin to
lengthen.. The great festival of the new birth of
the sun was therefore celcbrated at this period.
These festivals, originally observed on the days

of the summer and wintér solstices, came in time,

owing to the variation of the calendar (as before
explained), to be cclebrated on the 24th of June
and 27th of December instead of the 21st of those
months. Modern masons, however, dedicated
these days respectively to St. John the Baptist
and St. John the Evangelist, who, it is. alleged,
were born the on¢ at the summer and the other
at the winter solstice, and were cminent patrons
of Frecmasonry. There is, however, no historical
evidencé to support this statement, and the cele-
bration of these days by the fraternity gencrally
has been very properly discontinued.

TUE é"t(‘l.l': EMBORDERED BY TWO PABALLEL
LINES. .

Q. In every lodge may be secn “a certain
point within a circle embordered by two parallel
lines.”
this emblem ?

A. They have, . -

Q. What does this emblem signify ?

A. The astronomical signification of this em-
blem is so apparent that it secms to bave forced

itself upon the attention of many intelligent ma-"

sons. Dr. Oliver, in his Dictionary, says : “ The
symbol of a point within a circle has sometimes
been invested with an astronomical reference.
Thus it is said that the point in the circle repre-
sents the Supreme Being,'thé circle indicates the
apuual circuit of the sun, and the parallel lines
mark out the solstices, within which that circuit
is limited. And they deduce from this hypothesis
this corollary : that the mason, by subjecting him-
self to due bounds, in imitation of that glorious
luminary, will not wander from the path of duty.”
This explanation is concurred in by Dr. Mac-
key, notwithstanding his disapproval of the as-
tronomical theory. It is, however, far more rea-
sonable than the explanation given in the lecture
appertaining to this degree, but is not in all re-

“Have masons lost the true meaning of ,

spects correct. It is trne that the circle repre-
sents the ccliptic or annual path of the sun, but
the “point within tlic cirele™ does nut represent
the Supreme Deing, but the ensth, aronnd which,
as o center, the, sun appears to annually revolve
among the stars of the zodiae.  Thé p.xr.tllel lines
are the tropics of Cancer (Z) and Capricorn (\3).
"The summer solstice iv on the 215t of June, and
the wiiter solstice on the 2ist of December.
These are the solstitial points, always marked by
two parallel lines representing the.tropics, as may

‘be scen on any terrestrial globe or map. These

two dates, as we have reinarked in the answer to
the previous guestion, have heen said ‘to be the
respective birthdays of St. John the Baptist and
St. John the Ev. angehst but there is no authentie
history to rzulwt'mlnu' the assertion,

<"The sun's c¢irenit among the stars is limited
nnd defined by the tropies.  When, in June, be
reaches the tropic of Cancer, and attains his great-
est northern dedlination. he goes no farther north,
but turns and hegins to approach the sonth.,  Ile
reaches his greatest southern declination jn De-
cember at the other tropic, which terminates bis’

o

GIRCLE ENBORDERLD IY PARAL LEL_LINES.

southern progress, for he there again turns about,
and once more journeys toward the north. Upon
the integrity of the sun's movement, in this par-
ticular, depcnd all the order and regularity of
the seasons. Should the sun not retrograde at
the summer solstice, the heat would grow intol-
crable, and both vegetable and animal existence
not only becowne impossible from that cause, but
the melting of the polar snews and ice would
produce another deluge.. If the sun, on the con-
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trary, turned. not back at the winter solstice,

eternal winter would reign in all lands north of

the equator, and a perpetual glacial era cxtxngmsh

all life and vegetation. The foreguing cut is with-
out question the most ancient and proper method

of exhibiting the emblem of “a circle embardored

by two parallel lines.”

The circle, in order to correspog;i thh our
modern ideas of the points of the compass, should_|
be turned about so that:the two parallel lines
would be in a horizontal and not in a perpendicu-
lar position. The tropic- of Cancer (Z) would |
then be at the north, and the tropic of Capricorn
(v3) at the south, in accordance with our .custom
of devoting the top-of any map or draft to the
porth and the lower part to the south. The He-
brews, however, and other ancient Oriental na-
tions, when speaking of the four quarters of-the
beavens, always supposed the spectator to be look:
ing east, toward the rising sun ; .and in their lan-
guage “ before” meant “cast,” “ behind” “ west,”
the right hand south, and the Z/t north—as, for
instance, the Hebrew word Aedem means not only
before, but also eaxst. The same custom as to the
points of the compass prevailed with the Arabians,
who called the north skemal, a- word meaning
at the left. This ancient custom fully accounts
for the fact that in- this emblem the two lines
representing the tropics are placed in a perpen-
dicular and not in a borizontal position." Tbe
further fact that in some of the Indian cave-tem-
ples the circle. is found, actually inscribed with
the signs of the zodiac, makes the correctness of
the foregomg explanation certain. The absurdity
of supposing that the operative masons of the mid-
dle ages invented this emblem in connectlon with
theu' art is plain,

Q. Of what does this emblem admonish us?

A. As the sun, in his annual course around
the circle of the ecliptic, perpetually performs his
revolution with- regularity and certamty, Dever
straying beyond the tropical points, but always
returning in due season to beautify, adorn,-and
fructify the earth, so ought we all to govern our
actions with equal certainty and regularity, adorn~
ing our lives with wisdom and virtue, and making
our years fruitful of good deeds, never suffering

scribe.

our passions to lead us beyond the boundary-line

of good conduct or the points of reason, for, while
we keep ourselves thus circumscribed, it is impos-
sible for us materially to err.

THE LAMB-SKIN.

Q. To: what does the ‘lamb-skin, or white-

leather apron, allude ?
“  A. The vernal equinox, where the sign Aries
is found.. This sign, as we have seen, teaches
nmnortahty, as well as being emblematic of inno-
cence and beauty..

It is a mistake to suppose that the apron, as
an article of dress, was confined in ancient times
to operative masons and other mechanics. On
the contrary, it was an indispensable part of the
ordinary apparel of the ancient Egyptians of all
classes, and was worn by kings, priests, and no-
bles, as well as the common people. The apron
of the king was, bowever, of a peculiaf form,
which belonged cxclucwely to-his rank. Jt was
richly ornamented in front with lions’ heads and

"asps, and other devices, and was of colored leath-

er. The priests, also, wore aprons of peculiar

form, as a distinctive part of their sacerdotal
dress; so also did the hicrogrammat, or sacred
(Wilkinson’s “ Ancient Egyptians.”)

' _ (sELZONL)

The aprons used in the Mysteries, and by cer-
tain sacred officers, were of a triangular form, con-
risting of two parts, as represented above. In
the central part the asps are seen, and in the lower
corners are lions’ heads.

The following drawings are taken from ancient
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Egyptian monuments. Fig. 1 represents Rame-
ses the Great offering cups of wine in the temple
(. c. 1322). Fig. 2 is the hierogrammat, or sa-

“':4

il

cred scribe. It will be observed that an apron is
part of their regalia, each of a different pattern,
according to their rank and office.

THE ALL-SEEING ETE.

Q. Whence originated the emblem of the all-
seeing eye ? ‘ .

A. In most of the ancient languages of Asia,
“eye” and “sun” are expressed by the same

. word, and the ancient
ama" = Egyptians hieroglyphical-
Q ly represented their prin-

cipal deity, the sun-god

Osiris, by the figure of an

open eye, emblematic of

e EYE oF osms, D€ 8uDy by whose light

(Wilkinson's *“Ancient We are enabled to see, and

Egyptisns.”) which itself looks down

’ from the midst of heaven,

and bebolds all things. In like manner masons

bave emblematically represented tbe omniscience
of the great Architect of the universe.

The foregoing is a copy of the Egyptisn em-
blem of the eye of Osiris, taken from the an-

-cient monuments, and found both painted and

sculptured on the yet remaining
temple-walls.

MASONIC BIGNS,

.Q. To what> does the first
sign of an E. A. M.-allude?

A. To the autumnal equinox,
or place of darkness, and the sign
Libra (=), which is found there,
composed of two parallel lines.
1his sign teaches equality, be-
cause at the equinox..the days
and nights are equal. Equality
is the first lesson which a mason
receives :

“The king from out .his palace must
leave his diadem outside ihe
mason’s door,

And the poor man find his trune
respect wpon the checkered
floor."—(Xorris) -

The sign Libra also teaches
-us to weigh all tbings in the
" scales of reason. It is probable
that the first sign of an E. A. DL alludes to-Both
equinoctial points. When the sun enters Libra
he takes the first step of the three leading to his
overthrow at the winter soistice ; and in like man-
ner, when he enters Arics, at the vernal equinox,
he takes the firs¢ step toward bLis exaltation at the
summer solstice. .

Q. To what does the first sign of a F. C. M.

allude? ‘ .
A. The first three signs of the zodiac, sub-
tending an angle of 90" from the vernal equinox
to the summer solstice. .
Q. What does the first <ign of a M. M. deaote?
A. Thoat all is bencath.him, and alludes to the
sun, which, when raised into the thi~d sign from
the vernal equinox to the summit of the zodiacal
arch, looks down upon all the signs and constel-
sions beneath him ; so, in like manner, 2 mason
having taken the third degree has attained an’
equal masonic elevation. It also alludes to that
benediction or blessing which the sun of the sum-
mer solstice bestows upon the labors of the bus-
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bandman, and has always been considered the
sign of benediction and prayer. (Matt. xix, 13-
15; Acts vi, 6; xiii, 8.)

MASONIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ZODIACAL SIGNS.

Q. IMTave the zodiacal slgns any further ma-
sonic significance ? .

A. They bave, of some lmportant pamculan
Astrology was a leading branch of astronomy as
cultivated by the Egyptians., Tbe first six’ slgns
of the zodiac, counting from the vernal equinox
forward toward the autumnal ‘equinox, may be
divided into three parts, typical of the first three

tors” (to use an astrological term) of the first
three degrees may therefore be said to be Taurus,
Cancer, and Virgo.

Now, according to the ancient science of as-
trolegy, as cultivated by the Egyptians, the sign
Taurus (¥) rules ‘the neck and throat ; the sign
Cancer (2) ,the breast ; and the sign Virgo (11)
the bowels. The deep and singular significance
of this will not be-overlooked by any intelligent

"mason. The astronomical rule of the twelve signs

over the various parts of the body, according to
astrology, is still kept alive by the figure of
¢ fomo,” as secn in vld almanacs,

Aries, ¢ Mead.
O Gemini, ¥ Taurus,
Arma, Neck.
& Cancer,
St Leo, = Bt
H ea’r ¢ Breust.
<= Libra, m Virgo,
Reins. Bowels,
F ] Sngxttanus, m Scorpio
Thighs. Secrets.
A~ Aquarius, A3 Capncurn,
Legs. Knees.

Pisces, 3 Feet.

degrees of masonry. If we count from the first
voint of Aries forward 60° we reach and include
Tuurus. These two are typical of the first de-
gree, and tbe unskilled workmen who labored at
the preparation of the materials of the temple.
Advancing 60° farther, we reach and include
Cancer. These two signs, Gemini and Cancer,
are emblematic of the second degree. Sixty de-
grees more take us to and include Virgo, which
brings us to the autumnal equinozx, typical of com-
pletion, and the skilled workmen who wrought at
the completion of the temple. The “significa-

Champollion says the accompanying figure is .
from the' Egyptian Ritual of the Dead, and is
often found in their papyri. ‘For further infor-
mation as to the nature of the rule and influence
of the twelve signs, see Lilly’s * Astrology.”
Some very interesting remarks on this subject

.may also be found in that curious book of

Southey’s called “The Doctor,” Vol. II, Chapter
LXXXVII, P. I. See, also, “Sibley’s Astrol-
ogy,” Zadkiel’'s “ Grammar of Astrology,” and
Burton’s “ Anatomy of Melancholy.”

As this division of the first six signs into three
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equal parts makes Virgo one of the “significa-
tors” of the third degree, we are naturally re-
minded of the beautiful virgin alluded to in the
modern lecture appertaining to that degree.

TIIE BEAUTIFUL VIBGIN OF THE THIRD DE-

GREE.

Q. What is the origin of the masonic emblem

of the beautiful virgin ?
A. Although the figure of a virgin isno doubt
s very ancient emblem, dlluding to the Egyptian

goddess Isis and the constellation Virgo as well as |.

to the moon, yet the masonic emblem, as depict-
ed in our monitors, is of late origin. It is in its
main features in direct violation with masonic
legend and Jewish law and custom. It could not
have had an ancient Hebrew origin, for the fol-
lowing reasons :

1. The Jewish law forbids the making of any
graven images of the kind. Even the Jews of
the present time will not permit any sculptured
figures to be set up as monuments in their ceme-
teries.

2. The urn, which is represented as containing
the ashes of O. G. M. H. A. B,, implies cremation,
which was contrary to the fixed custom of the an-
cient Jews, as well as Egyptians, which dictated
burial. )

3. The Jewish law considered the contact, or
near approach even, of a dead body unclean, re-
quiring those thus exposed to undergo a long
period of exclusion and purification. Our G. M.
H. A. could not, therefore, have been buried any-
where even in the neighborhood of the temple,
much less near the sanctum sanctorum’ itself.
We have, however, positive testimony 2s to the
modern origin of this emblem. A full history of
its invention, and when and by whom introduced
into masonry, is given in a late article by Brother
Robert B. Folger, in the “ Masonic Newspaper.”
As the communication is of much historical inter-
est, and also fully illustrates the way in which
many modern innovations have been made, we
give it entire.

It should, however, also be observed that Cross
did not claim to have invented all of his hiero-
glyphics, but admits that many of them had been
“described by authors who had gone before him.”

5

FICTION OF THE WEEPING VIRGIN.

BY ROBERT B. FOLGER, 83°.

Jeremy L. Cross has been dead for many
years. A more genial and kind-hearted man was
not to be found, and his labors in and for the
benefit of the masonic fraternity bave endeared
his memory to all who were acquainted with him
during life. He has left a memorial of his ma-
sonic labors in the “ Hieroglyphic Monitor,” which
bears his name, which passed through eighteen
large editions before his death, and which has
been trespassed upon more by mascnic publishers
and lecturers than any other masonic work which
ever issued from the press, it being the-basis of
all works of the kind claimed by other persons.

It was my privilege to make the acquaintance
of Brother Cross in 1853, at which time he was
in the wholesale paper business, in Pearl near
Jobn Street, in the city of New York. I became
more than commonly intimate with him, and that
intimacy increased and continued up to the day
of his death. The history of his life, together
with all the incidents connected with the publics-
tion of his first “ Hieroglyphic Monitor,” were
very frequently the subject of our conversation,
and I found that the book was perfectly his
“hobby-horse” ; he looked upon it as one of the
greatest and most important achievements of his
life.

The causes which led him first to devise the
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plan of such a work were as follows : He was
passionately fond _of. masonry, studied under
Thomas Smith Webb, Gleason, and others, be-
came perfect under them in the lectures and
work, and" then started through the country as a
lecturer in the year 1810. He was a man of ex-
cellent appearance in early life, strictly temperate
from his youth up. His manners were prepossess-
ing, open, frank, very fluent in language, and,
withal, a very fine singer. As a niatter. of course,
he became very popular, the business of lecturing
flowed in upod him very fast, and he bad as much
to engage his mind in that line as he could well
attend to. Wishing to take advantage of all the
business that offered, he found the work slow of
accomplishment by reason of delays caused by
imperfect memories. Ie wanted something of
an objective kind, which would have the effect
of bringing to mind the various sub)ects of bhis
lectures, and so fixing the details in the mind as,
with the sets of objects presented to the sight,
the lectures in detail would be complete.

There was not at that time any guide for
lodges except the so-called “ Master’s Carpet,” and
the works of Preston and Webb. The * Master's
Carpet ” was deficient, beidg without many of the
most important emblems, and those which it dis-
played were very much “mixed up.” The work
of Preston did not agree with the *adopted
work.” That of Webb agreed perfectly, but still
was wanting in its most important part, viz., the
hieroglyphics, by which the work is plainly and
uniformly presented to the learner, rendering it
easy of acquirement, and imprinting it upon the
mind in such a manner that it will not readily be
forgotten. .

The second object was a copyright. He knew
that in those days the cost of bringing together
and putting together, and the bringing out of a
work of the kind which he desired, would throw
him into a large expenditure, and, in order to get
back the cost and derive any solid benefit from it
in the end, it must' of necessity be <in his own
hands alone. )

He considered the matter for many mouths,
and finally attempted to draw various plans, tak-
ing Webb’s “ Monitor ” for s guide. Part of the
work he accomplished satisfactorily to himself.

This included the first and second degrees, and,
although there waa but little really original in
the emblems which he produced, yet the classifi-
cation and arrangement were his own. He went

.on with the third degree very well ay far as the

“ Momtor” of Webb goes, when he came to a
pause,

There was a deﬁcxeucy in the third degree
which had to be filled in order ‘to effect his pur-
poses,"and he became wearied in thinking over
the subject. . He finally consulted a brether, for-
merly a Mayor of New Haven, who at the time was
one of his most intimate friends, and they, after
working together for a2 week or more, could not

‘hit upon any symbol which would be sufficiently
" simple and yet answer the purpose.
"the copperplate-engraver, also a brother, who was
-doing-his work, was called in. They went at the

‘Whereupon

busivess with renewed courage, and the number
of hieroglyphics which bad by this time accumu-
lated was immense. Some were too large, some
too small, some too complicated, requiring too
much explanation, and many not at all adapted
to the subject. Fmallv, said the copperplate-
printer :

“ Brother Cross, when great men die, they
generally have a monument.”

“That’s right,” said Cross ; “I never thonght

of that,” and away L he went.

He was missing from the company, and was
fonnd loitering around the burying-ground in
New Haven in a maze. He had surveyed all that
was there, but did not seem satisfied. At last he
got an idea, whereupou the council came together
again, and he then told them that he had got the
foundation of what he wanted—that while sojourn-
ing in New York City he had seen the monument
erected over Commodore Lawrence,* in the south-
west corner of Trinity churchyard ; that it was a
glorious monument to the memory of a great man
who fell in battle.- .It was a large marble pillar,
broken off. The part broken off was taken away,
but they had left the capital lying at the base.
He would have that pillar for the foundation of
his new emblem, but would bring the other part
of the pillar in, leaving it to rest against the base.
Then one could know what it all meant. The other

® Captain Lawrence : see * American Cyclopedia.”
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part of the pillar should be there. This was assent-
ed to, but more wis wanted. They needed some
inscription describing the merits of the dead. They
found no place on the column, and after a lengthy
discussion thcy hit upon an open book placed
upon the broken pillar,, But there should, in the
order of things, be some reader of the book ; so
they selected the emblem of innocence in a beau-
tifal virgin, who should weep over the memory
of the deceased while she .read of his heroic
deeds.

“ But, sir,” said I, “bow will you get along
with the Jewish people? .You know that very
many Jews are masons. They are very tenacious
of the ‘law’ which forbids the making of any
image of any kind, and that even the touch of a
dead body by a Jew renders him unclean, and, as
a consequence, unfit to come into the synagogue
until after many days’ purification. They would
pever allow any dcad body to be brought into the
temple, nor will they even to this day allow any
sculptured figures or images to be put up as mon-
uments in their cemeteries.” )

““QOb, I never %bought' of that,” said Brother

Cross. “Ilowever, it makes no difference. I did
not intend to injure the feelings or prejudices of
any one by .my monument. I only invented it
to serve as a help to memorize my lectures and
work.” ) -

“ Admirable, indeed,” said I, “but how does
it happen that, in the year 1825, when I was
raised to the third degree, in Fireman’s Lodge,
old City Hotel, there was nothing mentioned about
any monument of the kind! How did it get into
the history at all2” ‘

“Ob,” said Brother- Cross, “I put it there.
You see the work was imperfect without the mon-
ument. It was right that there sbould be a mon-
ument for great men when dead. The thought
of burying the body of a great man without leav-
ing some memorial to mark the i)lace where he is
laid is repulsive. I think I have supplied the
deficiency, and done it admirably.” -

“ But, still, this was done in 1819, and in 1825

it had not reached New York.”

- “Ob, that is right. The Grand Lodge of the
State of New York would not receive my work,
and did not until 1826, They worked old style.’

All the-Eastern, Southern, and Western States had
received and autborized -it, but New York and
Pennsylvania. held out. But in 1826 Brother
Henry C. Atwood, one of my ablestscholars, and
as good 3 workmanh as I ever saw; estiblished
Mystic Lodge in New York City, and worked
after my system. Immedxately the work spread
throughout the State.

“The craft are mdebt,ed to me for harmoniz-
ing and beautifying the work and. lectures. I
have labored solely for their benefit, and they are
quite welcome to'all that 1 have done. But many
have treated me badly, by copying and publishing
my bieroglyphics, claiming them as their own.
My copyright was based upon them, ‘and upon
the order of their arrangement. - The publication
cost me a lax'ge amount of money, and involved
me in debt ; and soon after its appearance a lect-
urer in Vcrmont made 2 similar publication, in-
fringing upon my copyright. I sought redress
from the law, and was sustainell’ My copyright
was confirmed and secured.- Since that I have
never pushed the matter, although frequently on
the point of doing so, as all thosc difficulties gen-
erally ended in some compromise, which amounted
to very little. Many of the hieroglyphics which
I have used are described by the authors who
bave gone before me, yet there are many which
are not described, or even 'made mention of.
These I claim as my own property, and, if I have
refused to proceed in law against those brethren
who have wronged me, it was not because I
doubted the justice of my claim or my ability to
recover. This bad been already scttled ‘in law.
I chose to remember my oblxgntxons to the Order,
although others had forgotten them. I preferred
to dwell in unity and peace with the brethren
rather than be the author of contention and strife,
and thus bring a reproach upon an mstxtuuon
which I vererate and love.”

It would be proper to state that the monument
erected to the memory of Commodore Lawrenve
was put up in the southwest corner of. Trinity
churchyard, in the year 1818, after the fight be-
tween the frigates Chesapeake and Shannon, in

which battle Lawrence fell..- It was a besutiful

marble pillar, broken off, and a part of the capi-
tal laid at its base. The monument remained



63 STELLAR THEOLOGY AND MASONIC ASTRONOMY.

there until 184445, at which time Trinity Church
bad been taken down and rebuilt as it now stands.
When finished, all the débris was cleaned away,
the burial-grounds trimmed and fancifully deco-
rated, and the corporation of the church took
away the old and dilapidated monument of Law-
rence from that spot and erected a new one of a
different form, placing it in the front of the yard
on Broadway, at the lower entrance of the chureh,
where it now stands. Brother Cross and myself
visited the new monument together, and he ex-
pressed great disappointinent at the change, say-
ing, “It was not half as good as the one they had
taken away.”

Brother Cross was a lecturer in masonry for
more than forty years, and his name will be cher-
ished by masons for many generations to come.
(“Masonic Newspaper,”- New York, May 10,
1879.)

The above is a view of the Lawrence monu-
nent, formerly in Trinity churchyard, referred to
in the foregoing article from the ¢ Masonic News-
paper,” and from which it is said Cross took his
emblematic monument of Hiram Abif. (See Los-
sing, “Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812.”)
It will be observed that the weeping virgin, the
open book, and the figure of Time, are all want-
ing. As these form the essential features of the
masonic monument, Cross must have obtained the
most significant elements of his emblem from
some other source, which bas not been disclosed.

Had Cross been more familiar with the sym-

bolism of those ancient Mysteries from which
Freemasonry is derived, he migbt have devised
such an emblem as he desired, which, while it
expressed the same general idea, would not have
thus violated the traditions of our Order, and also,
at the same time, have been in entire harmony
with the astronomical basis of the legend of the
third degrce.
* Among the many names under which the con-
stellation Virgo was adored was that of Rbea.
This goddess was figured (according to Bryant)
as & beautiful female adorned with a chaplet, in
which were secn fays composed of ears of corn
(i. e, wheat), her right hand reclining on a pil-
lar, and in her left spikes of corn. By corn the
ancients intended wheat.  Maize, which in Amer-
ica--is almost exclusively called corn, was not
known until the discovery of this continent. The
spikes of *“wheat” in the chaplet and left hand
of the goddess Rhea are, like those held in the
left hand.of Virgo, emblematic of the season
when the sun enters that sign. This figure of
the goddess Rhea, it will be seen, resembles sowne-
what tbe virgin of Cross, standing by the broken
column, holding in her band a sprig of acacia
instead of the spikes of wheat. Rhea was the
daughter of Sky and Earth (Cuwlus and Terra).
She was also the mother of Jupiter and wife of
Saturn, also known as A7ronos, or Time. This
would quite naturally permit the association of
the figure of Saturn and his scythe—or Time—
with that of the virgin. In the Dionysiac Mys-
teries, Dionysus (who is tbhe same as Osiris, the
personified sun-god) is represented as being slain.
Rbea (who is also identical with Isis and Virgo)
goes in search of his body, which she at last finds,
and causes it to be buried with due honor. Now
if, as- Dr. Mackey admits, this legend was intro-
duced into the fraternity established by Hiram at
the building of King Solomon’s temple, and forms
the basis of the third degree of Freemasonry, this
figure of the goddess Rhea would be a very ap-
propriate. .emblem of that degree.

Thus the present emblem of the beautiful vir-
gin requires but slight modifications to bring it
into entire harmony with all the ancient traditions
and mythology. The pretended history illustrat-
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ing the emhlem, whicl Cross admits he invented,
should be expunged from the ritual, and the §erure
of the beautiful virgin represented somewhat »fter
the manner here depicted.

The open hook and funecral urn are omittel
for the rcasons hefore given. In ihe /77 Land
thus placed at liberty is the evergreen, or sprig
of acaria, because in her left hand Virgo holds
the spear of ripe wheat, for which masons have

TOE BEACUTIFUL

snbstituted the former as ar emblem of immor-
tality—although tc those who are familiar with
the beautifvl utterances of St. Paul. the spike of
wheat is as significant an emblem of eternal life
as the evergreen. Says the apostle : “ But some
will say, ITow are the dead raised up, and with
what body do they come ? Fool, that which thou
sowest is not quickened except it die, and that

69

" which thou sowest is noi that hody which shall
" be, but bare grain it may cliace of w/-at, or
some other.” T'he riyk: hand is represented as
' restirg or the broken column, Lecause the an-
cients figured Virco. n»ier the nume of Rhea,
with her right band resting on a stone pillar,
The alterations thns made in the emblem are
- but clight, and rothing is omitted bt the “funeral
urn” and the “open Leok.”  Tle latter is repre-

T e

Pl et o )

VIRGIN OF TANE THIRD DEGEJE.

" sented by Cress in a shape entirely unknown to
the ancients, whose anly hooks were in the form
| of rolls of manuseript.  The handsome octavo
l volume, which he has placed on the broken col-
| umn, looks as if just issued from the press, and
is a gross anachronisin. Those¢ who are familiar
with the lectures belonging to the third degree
will find an additional and masonic reason for



70

STELLAR THEOLOGY AND MASONIC ASTRONOMY.

placing the evergreen in the left hand, “for, as
the left is considered the weakest part of the
body,” it is thus more significant of its mortality:
the acacia, therefore, placed in the left hand, more
clearly teaches us that, when the body, by reason
of .its weakness, crumbles into dust, the soul -of
man, rising from the “rubbish ™and ruins of its
earthly tabernacle, shall dwell-in perpetual youth
in that “temple not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens.” Behind the figure ‘of the virgin

atands the form of Saturn, or Time, not.count-,

ing the ringlets of her hair, but pointing upward
toward the summit of the zodiacal arch. This
" beautiful danghter of the skies, Virgo, according
to other mythological legends, is also the husband
of the sun, who, when he entered the constella~
tion Virgo, was said to espouse her.

The whole emblem may therefore be astro-
nomically explained as follows : The virgin weep-
ing over the broken column denotes her grief at
the death of the sun, slain by the wintry signs.
Saturn standing bebind her and’ pointing to the
summit of the zodiacal arch dénotes that Zime
will heul her sorrows, and, when the year has
filled its circuit, her lord the sun will arise from
the gravc of winter, and, triumphing over all the
powers of darkness, come again to her embraces.

The emblem of the beautiful virgin, thus rep-
resented and explained, is not only an eloguent

expression of affection weeping over the loss of a
beloved friend, but also a mystic symbol of some
of the leading facts of ‘astronomy, and a signifi-
cant emblem of the immortality of the soul.

THE EVERGREEYN

Has been selected by masons as an emblem of
immortality, because, when in.the icy grasp of
winter the whole vegetable kingdom lies dead,
it alone blooms in beauty, reminding us of the
vernal equinox, when all nature shall revive

again :
“. . the evergreen,

That. brnves the inclement blast,

And still retains the bloom of spring
When anmmer days are past;

And though the wintry sky should lower,
Apd dim the cheerful day,

It still retains a vital power,
Unconscious of decay.”

THE SPRIG OF ACACIA.

Q- Has the sprig of acacia any further sig-
nification ?
A. The astronomical significance of the “ever-

‘grecn,” which we' bave substituted fer the Egyp-

tian aeacin, and its allusion to the vernal equinox
and the doctrine of immortality, bas already been
fully explained and illustrated. The symbolism
of the acacia is, however, more extended. The
acacia grows in Egypt, and is the plant from
which gum-arabic is obtained. It is also the
acanthus of Herodotus and Strabo. *The thick-
ets of acanthus, alluded to by Strabo, still grow
above Mcmphis, at the base of the low Libyan
hills. In going from the Nile to Abydos, you
ride through the grove of acacia, once sacred to
Apolln, and see the canal traversing it, as when
the geographer visited that city.” (Wilkinson’s
“ Ancient Egyptians,” Chapter VL) The acacia
is also a symbol of innocence. “The symbolism
here,” says Dr. Mackey, “is of a peculiar and
unusual character, depending not upon any real
analogy of form or use of the symbol to the thing
symbolized, but simply on the double or com-

"| .pound meaning of the word. For acacia, in the

Greek languzge, signifies both the plant in ques-
tion and innocence or purity of life.” (“Sywmbol-
ism,” Cbapter XXVIII.)

We think Dr. Mackey is mistaken in this.
IIc does not seem to have been aware, or has
overlooked the fact, that one species of the
acacia is a sensitive-plant. “Pliny mentions
a sensitive acaciu about Memphis. One is now
common on the banks of the Nile above Don-
gola (the Acaciu asperafa) *The ¢ Mimosa Lud-
bek’ also grew of old in Egypt, and the Copt
Christians have a silly legend of its worshiping
the .Saviour.” (Wilkinson’s “ Ancient Egyp-
tians.”)

The peculiar nature of the sensitive-plant has
in all ages excited the wonder and superstition of
man, and there is no doubt that it was the Acacia
asperata, or mimosa, which was the specxes of
_the acacia held as a sacred plant by the ancienta.
The word acacia is of Greek origin, and to the

lively and poetical imagination of the Greeks this
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aensmve~plant thus shrinking from the touch, was
an expressive symbol of that innocence which in
like manner shrinks from the rude contact of the
world—and thus they named it acacia, a word
which means innocence. It therefore appears
that there is a real and beautiful analogy ¢ be-
tween the symbol and the idea symbolized,” and

that this symbolism does not “depend simply on-

the double or compound meaning of the word”
acacia, as stated by Dr. Mackey ; this sensitive
plant being named “innocence™ because it was
the natural and appropriate emblem of innocence
and purity.

. THE LETTER “G."”

Q. Is the custom of displaying the letter “ G *
in masonic lodges of any great antiquity ?

A. That it can not be must appear evident
when we reflect that masonry existed long bLefore
the English language. The letter “G” as dis-
played in the lodge is, however, 2 necessary and
appropriate substitute for the cqrilateral triangle,

8o prominently used as a sacred symbol Ly our

-

ancient brethren.

THE EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE,

Q. Whyso?

A. For two reasons: 1. The triangle is the
true significator of that noble masonic science,
geometry—since, without a knowledge of its form
and properties, that secicnce is impossible. It was
upon the triangle that Pythagoras erected his
celebrated and invaluable « Torty-scventh Propo-
sition.” 1le is also said to have discovered that
the sum of all the angles of any triangle is equal
to two rigut angles. 1t is more probLable, how-
ever, that he brought these two propositions, to-
gether with a knowledge of the true system of
the universe, with him from Egypt, where he
went to pursue hic studies, and was initiated into
the Mysteries. .

The equilateral triangle is also 3 sacred sym-
bo! of the Deity, being the same in its form as
the ancient Greek delta, or letter “D.” The
Phapician letter “D,” as well as- the Egyptian,
was of & similar form. The equilateral triangle,
in the Greek tongue, as well as many other an-
cient languages, was thus the initial letter of the

-

name of Deity. In the days of Pythagoras we
are told that, whenever an oath of unusual im-
portance was to be taken, it was administered on
the equilateral triangle, as, by so doing, the name
of God was directly invoked. This oath is said
never to have been violated.' ' The EQUILATERAL
TRIANGLE, therefore, since it is at once the em-
blem and essence of geometry, and the initial
letter of the name of Deity, should be seen in the
midst of every regular masonic assembly.

THE COMPASSES.

Q.- According to an ancnent custom, the com-
passes, as a masonic emblem, whether reposing on
the altar or worn as an officer’s ;ewnl, should be
set at an angle of 60°. W'hat m the reason of
this ?

A. The reason is principally geometrical. The
sacred import of the equilateral triangle has al-
rcady been explained. Now, as the sum of all
the angles of any triangle is equal to two right
angles, or 180° it follows that each of the equal
angles of any cquilateral triangle is equal to one

third of two right angles ( - --00“), which

is 60°,

The compasses being set at 60° thus’ allude
to the equilateral trxa.nwle, and, if the two points
were united hy a straight line,” one would be
formed. There cau be but little doubt that it
was the equilateral triangle itseif which our-an-
cient brethren placed upon the altar, since it was
upon that emblews their most solemn obligations
were taken. In modern times the compasses, set
at an angle of 60° have been substituted. This
may have been done purpose:s. or it may be that,
during the dark ages, some of our ignorant me-
chanical brethren mistook the sacred emblem for
onc of their working-tools, and that the change
was thus brought about. Other mistakes equally
as singular, as will ve seen in the sequel, were
thus made at that period.

The angle of 60° has also an allusion to
the zodiac, being equal to two signs thereof,
and, if- multiplied by the-sacred number three,

'beoomea 180° or the dimensions .of the Royal

Arch.
Again, if a circle of any size be drawn, s chord
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of 60° of that circle will be cqual to its radius, and
the compasses so set will divide the circmmnfer
ence into six equal parts. The points thus made,
taken with the one in the center, constitute the
mystic number s#ren.  The six exterior points, if
joined by six straight lines, will form a perfect
hexagon within a circle, one of the perfeet figures.
Or, if we unite these sic points in anovther way,
we have the donble equilateral triungle, in union
with the symbol of “a point within a circle.”

This was one of the most sacred of all the ;

emblems of P’ythagoras, and is also known cven
to this day through the whole East, and bas been
there revered for ages, as the SeaL or Kixg
Soroyox, by the power cf which he bound fast
the genii and other spirits who rebelled against
God. (See “ Arabian Nights,” and the story of
the “ Fisherman and the Genius™ for un expres-
sion of this belief.) If the whole seren points be
joined by straight lines, we obtain the figure of
a perfect evde within a perfect sphere.
* Historieal Landmarks,” Leceture ¥V, and notes.)
The cube has in all ages been held sacred.

All altars werc in the form of a cube, or double
cube, which last is the form that ancient custom
preseribed for the masonic altar.
estecined the double eube “ holy,” but the perf et
cube was “most holy.” We alo read in the
Scriptures that the house of God, which King
Solom.on built, was in the form of a donble cube,
being forty cubits long ard tiowaty cubits bruad
(1 Xings vi). The holy place itself was a perfeet
cube, being twenty cubits each way (2 Chron. iii
8). According to the teachings of Pythagoras,
also, the cube was the most sacred of all the per-
fect bodies. Irom what has been said, the deep
emblematic significance of the masonic altar, or
donble cube, upon which was anciently placed the
equilateral triangle, or sacred symbal of Deity. is

The ancients |,

i sufficiently apparent.  To this we have in modern
i tiines, mth great propriety, added, as haring a
'corus»cudm«v place upon our altar, the holy
Seriptures, the inestimable gift of a later pcnod
the blessing of its pussvssion having been denied

to our aucient brethren, from whom, however,
. was not withheld 4 knowledge of the true God ;

: but the holy Bille, as we possess it, was not onlv
* unknown to Plato and Pvtharvor:w but also to
King Solomou, the wisest of mnnkmd.

" THL EMBLEM OF EARS O CURN HANGING BY A
WATEL-FORD, OR A SUEAF UF WUEAT BY A
RIVLR,

Q. One of the most expressive and beautiful
emblems of the fellow-craft degree is the repre-
sentatiou of **ears of corn hangmg by a water-
for.L.” or, as the emblem is also often represented,
“a sheaf of wheat suspended near the bank of a
river.”  (SeeSickles’s © Monitor,” page 90.) What
is the meaning of this cmblem ?

P\ Dr. Oliver devotes the whole of Chapter

XIX of his “Landmarks” to the cousideration
of this emblem. It appears that there is, or was,

.fome cunfusion as to its true meaning, Some old

- masons seem to think it refers to the first passage

“of the river Jordan by the Israelites under Josh-

ua, when they entered Canaan; at which tiwe

. the promised land was covered over by ficlds of

' ripe corn, whick: was by them then assumed as a

syinbol of the rruNTy which gladdened the heartr

. of the famished lsraclites after their forty years’

" wandering in the desert. Another juterpretation

i of the svmbol, which Dr. Oliver gives in full, re-

fers to a passage in the life of Jephthuh, recordec

. inJudges xii, by which we learn that the Ephra-

imites gquarreled with him. A bloody battle rol-

lowed, and the Ephraimites were defeated.  Jeph-
thah took possession of the passages of the Jordan
to prevent their escape.  When any cf the fugi-
tives attempted to cross over, they were com-
manded to say “shibboleth,” but, as they could
not frame to pronounce it right, and said *a:d-
boletl,” they were discovered and slain, to the
number of forty-and-two thqusand. This latter
interpretation Dr. Oliver thinks to be the true
one. He says, “Such is the historical account
of the warfare of Jephtiah with the Ephraimites,
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and the reputed origin of the symbol and its in-
terpretation, bccanse the battle took place in a
Jield of corn near the river Jordan.”

The interpretation which refers it to the pas-
sage of the river under Joshua bas been generally
discarded by masons, and is not countenanced by
the maxonic lecture as given in America, The
other intcrpretation, which refers this emblem to
the battle with the Ephraimites, is, however, also
manifestly incorrect, for the following reasons :

1. There 1s no history of tkis battle outside
of the Dible and Josephus, and ncither account
makes any mention of the battle having taken
place “in a ficld of corn.” Josephus does mot

even mention the use of the word “shibboleth.”
(See Judgzes xii, and “ Antiquities,” Book V,
Chapter VL) The truth is, the statement that
the battle “took place in a field of corn” is pure-
Iv imaginary, and was invented to make out the
interpretation, which otherwise would not explain
“the ears of corn,” which constitute the leading
and most expressive feature of the emblem. It
is but another instance of an interpretation being
invented to explain an emblem, the true meaning
of which was lost.

2. This interpretation is also clearly incorrect,
from the fact that it has no sort of connection
with any other part of masonry, or any masonic
event or person whatever. It refers toa period
long before the building of Solomon’s temple, and
is utterly out of harmony with the entire system
of Freemasonry aud al! its details.

The fret that the words *“shidboleth” and
“sibboleth” occur in the story told in Judges of
the cruel and nseless slaughter of the defeated
and flying Ephraimites, was scized upon, and
secms to have induced the attempt to thus ex-
plain the lost meaning of this peculiar and strik-
ing emblem ; Lut cven then it was necessary to
invent an addition to the Seriptural narrative in
order to account for the “ecars of corn,” which
were otherwise not explained.

SIBOLA.

Q. What ix the probable true meaning of tle
emblem of *‘cars of corm hanging by a water-
ford,” or “a sheaf of wheat suspended
near the bank of a river”?

A. A reference to the Eleusinian Mys-
teries will go far to clear up the matter,
and give us the truc import of this sym-
bol. The Eleusinian Mystaries were de-
rived from those of fsis (see initial chap-
ter), who was known to the Greeks by
the name of Crres, and also Cybele. Ceres,
or Uybele, was the goddess of the har-
vest, and was represented, like the beau-
tiful virgin of the zodiace, bearing spears
of ripe corn. Isis wus in like manner,
with the Egyvptians, emblematic of the
harvest-scason.  In the Egvptian zodiac
- Isis occupied the place of Virgo, and
was represented with three ears of corn in her
hand. '

The Syrian word for an ear of corn is sibole,
identical with shibbolcth, which the Ephraimites
pronounce:d, more nearly correct, “sibboleth.”
This word also means “a stream of water,” and
the emblem of cars of corn or a sheaf of wheat
near a watercourse, or river, was onc of the em-
blems of the Eleusinign and Tyrian (or Dionysiac)
Mysteries.  As the word had a double meaning,
the pieture formed a sort of rcbus.  The river is
the river Nile, the overflow of which enriched the
soil and brought forth the abundant harvests of
Egyptian corn, all of which was symbolically
represented by the cars of corn hanging by a
river. It is also worthy of remark that the name
of the goddess Cybele, althor:zh differing in or-
thography, is almost identical in sound with -
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bola in some dialects. This mystic word is there-
fore a triple pun, and bas a threefold signification:
1. An ear of corn; 2. A stream of water, rcfer-
ring to the Nile, upon the inundation of which
the barvest depended ; 8. It might be understood
as one of the names of the goddess of the harvest.
Hutchinson, a masonic writer of note, admits that

the use of the word sibbolctl was equivalent to an .

avowal of a profession of the Mysteries, as it- im-
plies ears of corn.: (“Spirit of Masonry.”)

How much more perfect and -beautiful is this
interpretatxon of the emblem, and bow much more
in harmony with the moral tcachings of our order!
The one explanation recalls-nothing to the mind
but the bloody and brutal butchéry of forty-tico
thousand of his fellow-beings by Jephthab, the
vile wretch’ who offeréed up his own innocent
daughter as a burut-offering (see Judges xi, 29—
40) ; the other remjnds us of the peageful pur-
suits of agriculturc, and the bencvolence of the
GrEAT CREATOR, who cach year brings forth the
harvest in due scason, and rewards with “plenty ™
the industry of the husbandman. The improba-
bility of the operative masons of the middle ages
baving invented this astronomical - agricultural
emblem is so plain as to require no comment.

TIIE PILLARS OF THE I'ORCIL

Q. In every masonic lodge may be seen two
pillars, surmounted by globes. What is the ori-
gin of these pillars, and what do they signify ?

A. According to the masonic lecture apper-
taining to the fellow-craft degree, these two pil-

lars represent those which stood before the porch |.

of King Solomon’s temple, and are described in
1 Kings vii, 15-24 : 2 Chron. iii, 15-17; Jer. lii,
21, 22, The description given in the Bible is

very minute, and renders it evident that they
were made after Egyptian models. The decora-

tions consisted principally, if not entirely, of net-

work, lily-work, and pomegranates. Speaking of
these, the Rev. Dr. William Smith, in his Diction-
ary of the Bible, says : “ The Phenician architects
of Solomon’s temple decorated the capitals of the
columns with ‘lily-work,” that is, with the leaves
and flowers of the lily, corresponding to the lotus-
headed -capitals of Egyptian architecture.” The
same writer also says in the same work: “The

pomegranate was early cultivated in Egypt : hence
the complaint of the Israelites in the wilderness
of Zin (Numb. xx, §), this ‘is no place of figs, or
of vines, or of pulcgranates.’ The tree, with its
characteristic calyx-crowned fruit, is easily recog-
nized on the Egyptian sculptures.”. (See article
“ Pomegranate.”) :

The description of the p:llars, as given in the
Bible, also renders it probable that ‘they had no
globes upon the top of their capitals, as none are
mentioned. This idea of surmounting the pillars

with globes arose, no doubt, from a misconstruc-
tion of the word “pommels,” as used in 2 Chron.
iv, 12, 13, or the word “dowls," in 1. Kings vii,
41, That these pommela, or bowis, were not in
any sensc academic globes, such as adorn the
masonic columns, is evident from the fact that
they were covered with- % network,” containing
four hundred pomegranates in two “rows, or

“wreaths ” (1 Kings vii, 41, 42 ; 2 Chron. iv, 12,

13). The chapiters, of which these pommels or
bowls formed a part, were also adorned with lily-
work: These pommels must, therefore, have been
something entirely different from our modern

celestial and terrestrial globes. In place of bear
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ing representations of the “various seas and coun-
tries of the earth,” and “the face of the heavens.”
they were “covered™ by wreaths of network,
lilies, and pomegranates. They were not, in fact,
globes of any kind, according to Dr. Smith, who
says the word pommels “signifies convez projec-
tions belonging to the capitals of pillars.”

The globes that surmount the masonic columns
are, on the contrzry, modern academic globes, for
we find theru thus described in the “ Monitor ”

“THE GLOBES.

“The globes are two artificial spherical bodics,
on the convex surface of whick are represented
the countries, seas, and various parts of the earth,
the face of the heavens, the planetary revolutions,
and other important particalars ” (“ Monitor ”).

It is very evident that no such globes as these
could have ever bren placed on the top of the
pillars of the -porch of Sclomou’s temple, even
bad the sacred text left auy doubt upon the sub-
ject. Dr. Macker very truly remarks, in speak-
ing of the symbolical form of the lodge, that “at
the Solomonic era, the era of the building of the
temple at Jerusalem, the world was supposed to
be of an oblong form.” Such was the iica beld
by the most enlightened among the Jewish na-
tion, even down to a very late date, comparative-
ly. Thus, Isaiah (xi, 12) says, “ The Lord shall
gather together the dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth” ; and we find in the
Apocalypse (xx, 9) a prophetic vision of four
angels standing on the four corners of the earth.
Dr. Mackey, illustrating the ancient idea of the
form of the earth (see “Symbolism,” Chapter

XTIII), furnishes & drawing in this form I !,

within which are marked the “various countries
and seas of the earth.’”

There cap be no-sort of doubt that such. was
the prevailing idea of the form of the earth held at
* that era, not only by the Jews but by most of the
other nations. . If, therefore, the architect of that
age had desired to surmount either of these pil-
lars with a figure representing the earth, he would
have placed there 2 body baving the form of a
* doable cube, with the “countries, seas, and vari-
ous parts of the earth” depicted on its flat upper

surface. The same- remarks will apply to any
representation then made of the “face of the
heavens,” which, accordmg to the ideas of that
age, “ was coextensive with the earth taking the
same form and inclosing a cubical space, of which
the earth was the base, and thie beavens, or sky,
the upper surface.” - (Dudley,. quoted by Dr.
Mackey in note to page 104.)

It is, therefore, beyond all question that the
introduction of our modern académlc celestial and
terrestrial globes, as the’ pnnclpal _feature and

' leading oinamnent of these columns, was not de-

rived from the pillars at the porch of King Solo-
mon’s temple. The custom, however, of placing
two lofty columns before the porch of temples
dedicated to the worship of the heavenly bodies,
was a very ancient and universal one. The Egyp-
tian temples were always decorated by such pil-
lars. They may bave al«o ornamented, and prob-
ably did sometimes ornament, these pillars with
phcres or globes placed on their tops, and intend-
ed to represent the one the orb of the sun. or Osi-
rix, the other the ful moon of the equinox, or
Isis.

That the T'heenician artists who constructed
the pillars at the ; orch of King Solomon’s temple
also imitated the arcbitecture of -the Egyptians

i in this, is possille, although no mention is made

of the fact in cither Kings or Chronicles. Such
svheres, bowever, would be something very dif-
ferent from those upon the masonic columns.
That the pillars of the porch may have been sur-
mounted by figures globular in form, and intend-
ed to .epresent respectively the sun and moon, is
rendered somewhat probable from the fact that
the whole constraction of the temiple, as we have
seen from what Joscpbus says, was emblematic
of the entire universe. That these columns par-
took of this symbolism, and were emblematic in

- some way of the sun and moon, would seem to be

indicated by their. very names. One of them was
called “ Boaz.™ This word is derived from two
roots, “ 40, motion, haste ; and “gz,” fire, i e,
the sun, the great moving fire." The other was
called “Jachin,” which clearly refers to the moon.
Our word “month" is derived from the word
“moon "—a month being one m2on, or one revo-
lution of the moon. The Hebrew months were
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also lunar, hence they called them Jachin, which
comes from Jarac, which means the moon (Dr.
Adam Clarke).

This connection of the globes on the columns,
Jachin and Boaz, or the columns themselves, with
the moon and the sun, seems to have beer at one
time fully acknowledged, if not understood, by
the fraternity. This connectinn was no doubt
accepted from ancient tradition, while the true
cause and real meaning of it was probably lost.
The following is a drawing of the two pillars of
the porch, taken from a masonic medal struck in
1798, which is but a copy of the way these pil-
lars are represented in the more ancient charts.
It will be observed that above the pillar Jachin
the figure of the moon is seen, while above that
of Boaz the sun appears. (See “Macoy’s Cyclo-
pedia,” article “ Medals.”)

XANYVY \AA \NY i
RGN

As to which pillar properly represents Jachin
and which Boaz, it must be remembered that,
when standing in front of them, they are reversed,
Jachin then being on the left hand, and Boaz on
the right. In this matter muck confusion exists
in the pictorial representations made in the HMoni-
tors. Kings and Chronicles say that the right
pillar was Jachin, and the left Boaz, and the con-
fusion arises as to whether you are suppnscd to
be going into or coming out of the temple. Jose-
phbus, however, makes this plain, for, in locating
“the table with loaves upon it,” he gives the key
to the whole matter, and rencders it evident that
the pillar Jachin was on the south side of thc
temple, and Boaz on the nort. He alvo says the
temple itsclf “fronted to the east.” (*“Antiqui-
ties,” Book VIII, Chapter III, and note.) The

true position of the pillars is therefore shown by
the following diagram:

Sovlh TEMPLE . Norlh
FRCNTING
EAST
ol -
JAE‘IN Ea B?nz

Besides this, the ITehrews, like other ancient
Oriental nations, always supposed the spectator
looking east, not north, as we do; hence the
word shenue means left as well as north ; kedem
means ecesf, and also b fure ; while the same word
which means sonth also means at the right hand.
When we are tolil, therefore, in Kings and Chron-
icles, that the pillar Boaz was on the left side of the

‘| temple, it is also implied that it was on the north

side. But, as the temple itsclf fronted to the east,
and the pillar Boaz was on the north side of the
poreh, it also follows that this pillar, which repre-
sented the sun, was placed at the * northeast cor-
ner” of the temple, and in direet line with the
rising sun of the sumraer solstice, as was the case
with the ancient temples of Egypt.  The full sig-
nificance of this will be more clearly seen from
the answer to the next question, as well as the
reason why this pillar was placed on the north
side of the porch and not v the south.

It may be thougnt that, in tracing the primi-
tive meaning of the words Boaz and Jachin to
the sun and moon, a conflict arises witk what is
stated on the margin of both Kings and Chron-
icles, where Jachin is translated to mean, “He
sball establish,” and Boaz, “In it is strength.”
(See 1 Kings vii, 21 ; and 2 Chron. iii, 17.) That
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the words have such a meaning, in a collateral
gense, there is no doubt, but the allusion is to the
fact that the strangth and order of nature, the
due course of the seasons, and the division of day
and night, were ordained and established by the
golar and lunar orbs. “And God said, Let there
be lights in the firmameut of beaven, to divide
the day from the night; and let them be for
signs, and for seasons, and for days and years”
(Gean i, 14). The word “strength” is also ap-
plied to the sun in many places (see Psalm xix,
where the sun is compared to “a strong man,
rejoicing to run a racc”). The allusion of the
words Jachin and' Boaz to 2 Sam. vii, 16, “ And
thine house and thy kingdom shall be established
for ever before thee” (Simons’s “ Monitor,” page
66), as given in the fellow-craft lecture, has no foun-
dation other than the fancy of the inventor. The
‘““house ” spoken of in Samuel is not the temple,
but the royal house, or line of David, just as we
now speak of the house of Brunmswick, or the
house of Hapsburg. It must be'remembered,
also, that the marginal notes in Kings and Chron-
icles are really no part of the sacred text, being
supplied by the comnmentators. '

The promise made to David is, however, di-
rectly alluded to in Psalm Ixxxix, 35-87: “ Once
have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not lie
unio David. His seed shall endure for ever, and
his throne as the sun before me. It shall be es-
tablished for ever as the moon, and as a faithful
witness in heaven.” Here the connection between
the sun and moon, and toe ideas of strength and
establisiment, is directly alladed to, and the
symbolism of the pillars of the porch, as repre-
senting the sun and the moon, might be appro-
priately made to refer to the promise made to
David. The attempt, bowever, to make a con-
nection between the marginal notes to Kinys and
Chronicles, and the text from Samuel, and then
to apply them both tothe temple, has no founda-.
tion in the Bible. The words Jachin and Boaz
are simply the names given to these pillars. They-
mean the moon and the sun, and also strength-and
establishment, alluding to the respective offices
of the sun and the moon. The Hebrew year was
lanar, sud the moon established years, and months,
and weeks ; while the sun, “in whom is strength,”

ruled and divided the seasons. The primitive
allusion of the words to the sun and moon is
direct. This symbolism, as we have seen by what
Josephus says, is in perfect harmony with that
which characterized the whole temple, and all
parts of it alike. This solar and lunar symbolism
of the pillars.of the porch was, no doubt, intended
to teach the Israelites that tbe sun and moon
were thus to be regarded as emblems only of the
great Creator, and not to be worshiped themselves
a8 gods. Asto the globes, if indeed the pillars
of the porch were surmounted by globes, the idea
must have been derived from Egypt, either direct-
ly or through the 1'yrian workmen. The allusion
of the globes was then, as now, wholly sstronomi-
cal ; but the substitution of our modern academic
celestial and terrestrial globes for the orbs of the
sun and moon is an innovation of very late date, and
was probably the work of Preston, Wekb, or, still
later, of Cross, author of the ¢ Hiercglyphic Chart,”

a history of which has been previously given.
Cross acknowledges that he invented some em-
blems, but he also says that many of them had
been described before his time. In attempting
to depict these, he made many mistakee, from bis
want of a more intimate knowledge of the symbol-
ism of the ancient Mysteries. It is true that the
Hebrews, and most of the nations at the time of
the building of Solomon’s temple, did not know
the true figure of the eaith, yet there is no doubt
that the Egyptians were more learned on this
point. This, however, while it concedes the Egyp-
tian origin of the globes, does not help the mat-
ter, for our academic globes, such as are now
placed on the pillars, are philosophical instruments
of a much more recent date. Apart from thid,
there can be no doubt tbat the idea of placing
two columns before the temple, however they
msy bave been ornamented, was derived from
Egypt, where it was the custom, as i3 not only
proved by Herodotuas and .other historians, bat
by the temples themselves, remainiog to this day.
What was the resl meaning and true office of
these pillars standing before the ancient Egyptian
temples, will more fully appear from the answer
to the next quustion. Brother Robert Maocoy, in
his “ Cyclopeedia,” expresses the opinion that the
columns Jachin and Boaz were fac-similes of the
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obelisks which stood before the Egyptian temples

(see article “Obelisk”). This, of course, does
away with the globes, as well as the lily, pome-
granate, and network. Asto the latter, he is con-
tradicted by Jeremiab, Kings, and Chronicles.

THE NORTHEAST CORNER.AND TlIE COR\’EB-éTO\E

Q. Why is, or ought to be, the first stone-of Vi
* { girls, whose~parents,imale and female, were still

any building laid in the northeast corner ?

A. The ancients believed that the moyements,
conjunctions, and position of the heavenly bodies
influenced not only the destiny of nations, but of
individuals, and regulated all the affairs of life.
Their temples were dedicated to the worship of
the sun, and the whole process of their erection,
from the laying of the first stone up to their com-
pletion, as well as all the details of the architect-
ure, had special reference to astrological condi;
tions, and the movement of the sun in the zodiac,
or his position at stated periods therein. *

In our attempt to account for the.reason why
the corner-stone was laid in the northeast corner,
we will, of course, have, in the first place, to re-
sort somewhat to conjecture, as no record of the
reason is left ; but if by so doing we finally arrive
at a theory, not ouly in entire harmony with the
facts of astronomy, but also with what ¢s known
of the peculiar customs and religious ideas of the
ancients, and which, at the same time, gives a

reasonable and sufficient cause, according to the .

same, for the custom itself, we may feel almost
certain that the truth has been discovered.

The corner-stone, we know,.was always laid
by the ancients with impressive ceremonies and
solemn religious rites. As an illustration and
confirmation of this statement, the following pas-
sage is here transcribed from Tacitus, descriptive
of the iaying of the corner-stone of the-Capitol at
Rome, when it was rebuilt by the Emperor Ves-
pasian : “The care of rebuilding the Capitol be.
committed to Lucius Vestinus, a man of eques-
trian rank, but in credit and dignity among the
first men of Rome. The soothsayers, who were
convened by him, advised that the ruins of the
former shrine should be removed to the marshes,
and a temple raised on the old foundatnon, fcr the
gods would not -permit a change in the ancxent
form.

“On the eleventh day pefore the calends of
July, the sky being remarkably serene, the wholé
space devoted to the sacred structure was encom-
passed with chaplets of garlands. Such of the

't soldiers as bad names of auspicious import entered

within the inclosure with brauches from trees
emblematic of good fortune. Then the vestal
virgins iy procession, with a band of boys and

living, sprinkled the whole place with water
drawn from living fountains and rivers. Helvid-
ius Priscus, the prmtor, preceded by Plautius
ZElianus, the pontxtf after purifying the area by
sacnﬁcmg a‘swine, a shecp, and a bull, and re-
placing the entrails upon the turf, invoked Jupi-

1 ter, Juno, and Minerva, and the tutelar deities of

the empire, praying that they would prosper the
undertaking, and with divine power carry to per-
fection a work begun by the piety of man; and
then Helvidius -Jaid his bands upon the wreaths
that bound the.foundation-stone and were twined
about the cords ; at the same time the magistrates,
the priests, the senators, the knights, and a num-
ber of citizens, with simultancous efforts, prompt-
ed by zeal and exultation, haled the ponderous
stone along Contributions of gold and silver,
and pieces of other metals, the first that were
taken from the mines, that bad never been melted
in the furnace, but in their native state, were
thrown upon the foundations on all ‘hands. The
soothsayers enjoined that neither stone nor gold
which bad been applied to other uses should pro-
fane the building. Additional height was given
to the edifice, this was the only variation conceded
by religion.” (*History? of Tacxtus, Book IV,
c. 53.)

_ From this it appears tbat the pnests a.nd the
soothsayers had the whole control and direction
of the ceremony, which was itself of s religious
character. This custom was derived by the Ro-
mans from a more ancient source, and probably
from Egvpt, where similar solemn rites were cel-
ebrated on like occasions. As all ancient temples
were dedicated to the sun prunanly, under some

| one of his personified names, we may with good

reason believe that the day selected for laying
the corner-, or foundation-stone, would be on one
of the great solar festivals. Such an occasion
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would present itself on the arrival of the sun at
“the tropic at the summer solstice, which indeed
would not be far from the “eleventh day before
the calends of July,” mentioned by Tacitus.

The summer solstice was celebrated as a great
golar festival by all the ancient nations whose
religion had a solar foundation. The day when

- Wiirea Soisnics.
Dees 2142 SUN Rises inthe
Sourn Easr. rRe Suonresz Dav.

WHY THE FIRST 8TONLE WAS LAID IN TIIE NORTHEAST CORNER.—IT8 CONNECTION WITH THE SOLSTITIAL AND EQUI-
NOCTIAL POINTS.

the sun thus reached his highest northern declina-
tion, and mounted to the summit of “ the circle
of the heavens,” when, according to the teachings
of astrology, “be entered his own house” among
the stars, would naturally be pronounced propi-

tious and fortunate by the diviners, soothsayers,
and astrologers. Now, as the temples always
faced the east, 50 as to catch the first rays of the
rising sun, it is almost .certain that the cormer-
stone also, for like religious reasons, would be
laid in a line with the rising sun. The sun, as he
arose on the longest day of the year, rejoicing in

Summer SoLstice *
Juxc 2/% SUN Riusss i vue
Noate EAst. TeLonsest Dava

Veanat. Eauox,
SUNRises in 1ueEasT.

his pride and strength, would thus be a type of
the new temple about to rise majestically from
its foundations. On the contrary, to lay the cor-
ner-stone of the new solar temple in the south-
eastern line of the sun’s decline and fall, at the
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winter solstice, or toward the north, the point of
darkness, or yet toward Amenti, the western re-
gion of gloom and death, would, according to the
teachings of astrology, he most unpropitious, if
not sacrilegious.

It therefore of necessity followed that, as the
sun on the 21st of June rises in the northeast, and
as the future temple itself faced the east, its cor-
ner-stone, if placed so as to emblematically rep-
resent and mark the place of the rising sun of the
summer solstice, must have been laid in the north-
east corner. In the preceding diagram Fig. 1 will
clearly illustrate this. The dotted lire shows'the
path of the sun from sunrise to sunset on the 21st
day of June, or summer sgolstice. The horizontal
circle represents the visible horizon. At
this period of the year the sun rices in
the northeast and sets in the northwest,
as represented by the dotted line, where
the respective points of sunrise, noon,
and sunset are each marked. This
drawing also clearly shows the reason
why that is the longest day in the year,
as it is evident that the circuit from the
point of sunrise, by the way of the south
to that of the sunset, is greater than at
any other time. This custom of laying
the corner-stone so as to mark the place
of the rising sun of the summer solstice
was productive of other useful astronom-
ical purpcses ; for, due care being taken
to establish the proper angle, the soutA-
east corner would, as a necessary conse- -
quence, be in an exact line with the point |
of the horizon at which the sun rose at
the winter solstice. At that period the
sun rises in the southeast and sets in the
southwest (see Fig. 2). .This is the
shoriest day of the year, for, as will be seen, the
path of the sun from the point where he rises to
where he sets, by way of the south, is shorter
that at any other period. Another consequence
followed from this arrangement; for, after the
sun quits the south and goes north, when he ar-
rives at the vernal equinox he has journeyed half
the distance to the other tropic, and rises at a
point due east. - At the period of the vernal equi-
nox, the sun, therefore, rose at a point directly in

front of the center of the principal entrance nf
the teraple, which in Egypt was aliways surmount-
ed by the sculptured symbol of a “winged globe,”
emblematic of the sun, whose motion was symbol-
ized by the wings.

The same result would also take place when
the sun returned from the su.amer solstice and
reached the autumnal equinox. This is illustrated
by Fig. 8. The points marked A and B are those
where the sun rises at the summer and winter sol-
gtice. It is thus apparent that the purch or front
"of the teraple, from its position and construction,
might be nsed as a perpetual almanac, as the re-
turn of the sun to either equinox would be in-
dicated by his rising in a direct Iine with the

EGYPTIAN PYLON, OR TEMPLE-GATE, SURMOUNTED BY THE ‘* WINGED
GLOBE.”

“winged globe,” sculptured above the principal
entrance ; and in like manner his arrival at’ the
solstitial points was marked by the northeast and
southeast corners of thé porch.

The correct marking of the solstitial points in
this manner was, however, dependent upon a cer-
tain proportion (quite easy to determine) detween
the breadtn of the front of the temple and a poins
established back of its center, at such a.distance
that two lines drawn from that point through the
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corners would cut off the same number of degrees,
measured on the horizon, as actually separated

the points where the sun rose on the 21st of June

and the 21st of December, thus making the frout
of the temple the chord of an arc of the same
pumber of degrees which separated those two
points. The number of degrecs contained in this
arc would depend upon the latitude of the place,
increasing in length as we advance toward the
north.

In the latitude of Egypt, Romc, Greece, and
Asia Minor, if this point so established was de-
sired, for any reason, to be placed in or near the
center of the ground-fioor of the t.emple, it wonld
be nccessary to build the temple in the form of
an “oblong square,” and in many places the exact
form of a “ double cube” would be required. This
may account for the reason why ancient temples
were generally built in the form of a “double
cube,” and why- that forn was esteemed sacred.
This “certain point” back of the center of the
front, and in or near the center of the temple
proper, might be appropriately marked by an
altar, or a “dlazing star™ (emblematic of the
sun) “set in the ¢ mosaic pavement.'” .

This arrangement, by which the front or porch
of an ancient temple was thus made to serve an
astronomical purpose, and accurately to point out
the commencement of the seasons, is illustrated
in Fig. 4. A4 and B represent the two points of
_the horizon where the sun rises at the summer
and winter solstice. C D represents the froat of
the temple; tbe star indicates the point from
which the imaginary or actual lines, as the case
muy be, are required to be drawn, 80 as to inter-
sect the points 4 and B, by passing through the
corners of the temple, thus making the front tbe
chord of an arc, containing the same number of
degrees as 4 G B. The other letters indicate
the points of the compass. By the use of a
“plumb-line” a point corresponding to the star
might, if required, be established on thé roof.
This, however, would not be necessary if, as was
generally the case, the principal entrances of the
temple conducted into an open court, ornamented
by rows of pillars. The whole arrangement, if
correctly inaugurated by placing the-corner-stone
in its true position, in the northeast corner, would

enable sn observer, by the use of the most simple
and primitive instruments, to determine when the
sun reached either of the equinoctial or solstitial
points ; or, in other words, enabling him to divide
the year into its four great natural divisions, and
accurately mark the commencement of each,

The length of the solar year could also thus
be determined—that is, full as accurately as the
ancients did determine it. All of these pamcu-
lars might, indeed, be ascertained without any in-
struments whatever, by means of the pillars at the

"porch. All ancient temples had two lofty plllars,

one at cach corner of the porch, and there is no
doubt that they bad some connection with the
arrangement above dcscribed. If they were lo-
cated with care, the rising sun of the summer sol-
stice would cast the shadow of the northeastern
pillar, Boaz, along the line 4 % (see Fig. 4),

- and the rising sun of the winter solstice cast the

shadow of the other pillar, Juckin, along the
line B %. Careful observntxons would also prob-
ably be made of the length as well as direction of
these shadows at different periods of the year, for
at noon on the day of the summer solstice the sun,
being higher in the heavens than at any other
time in the year, the shadows of the columns
would be shortest; and at noon on the winter
solstice the shado\ss would be the longest. These
observations of the length of the shndows, being
made at noon, would be free from the error occa-
sioned by refraction at suurise, and thus serve to
correct the others.

If these pillars werc thus secretly used by the
priests for astronomical purposes, it fully accounts
for the idea always entertained, but never entirely
understood, that the pillars themselves had some
connection, actual or emblematic,’ with the solsti-
tial or equinoctial points. The following drawing
will clearly illustrate the probable astronomical
use of the pillars of the-porch in ancient Egyptian
temples. The sun is rising. It is the hour of the
morning sacrifice. The pavement of the temple
ia representeq as open to the sky, for the purpose
of morc easy illustration. It need not have been
go in fact, as it is only required that the shadow
of the column at sunrize should fall parallel to the
solstitial line, which could have been determined
from without. *In the ancient Egyptian temples,
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however, the portico and courts leading to the
sanctuary were open and uncovered (see Wilkin-
gon’s “ Ancient Egyptians”), and the shadows of
the columns were projected on the floor.

THE CHECEERED FLOOR.

Whenever it was considered necessary to have
the solstitial lines or the length of the shadow
actually marked on the floor, then a certain care-
fully placed line or row of ‘mosaic squares (see
illustration) would an-
swer the purpose, and
also perfectly counceal
the design of the whole
arrangement ; and this
is probably the reason
why the priests in their
temple architecture
adopted that kind of
pavement. Of course,
the details of the ar-
rangement were modi-
fied to suit different
places and circum-
stances. The observa-
tions might be made
from the roof, or stand-
ing in front of the tem-
ple, where instruments,
simple in construction,
for determining the line of direction toward the
rising sun, with reference to the front of the tem-
ple, might be, and probably were, used, withcut
relying wholly on the shadows cast by the col-
umns. The mean daily rate at which the point
of sunrise moved along the horizon, and the length
of the shadows increased or diminished, would
also soon be determined, and thus an observation
could be taken at sunrise, noon, and sunset any
day. The month and day of the month could

thus be determined at any time with tolerable"

accuracy. The same arrangement would serve
to ascertain the true solar time. Of course, it is

now impossible, in the absence of any direct in--

formation, to arrive at all the details of the pe-
culiar arrangement by which these ancient solar
observations were made, but the main outline is
without doubt correct. It was but a more ex-

tended application of the principle of the san-
dial, by means of which not only the bours of the
day, but the arrival of the sun at the solstitial and
equinoctial points, was determined, together with
the length of the year and other important partic-
ulars. Of course, these methods seem clumsy to us,
being familiar with the wonderful “instruments
of precision ” which modern science possesses ;
but, in those ancient days, such primitive methods
were the only ones known, and the accuracy of

the results arrived at is 2 matter of wonder and
surprise.

The whole arrangement of the porch and pil-
lars of ancient temples for astronomical uses thus
depended to a great extent upon the accurate
laying of the corner-stone in the nortbeast corner,
so that the outer corner of the same should point
to exactly the proper place in the circle of the
horizon. The great importance attached to the
ceremony of laying the corner-stone is thus ac-
counted for. This explanation, although founded
partly on conjecture, harmonizes so well with all
that ¢s known as to the religious customs and
ideas of the ancients, with the facts of astronomi-
cal science, and the whole system of solar wor-
ship, as to render its truth in the main almost
certain. No investigation appears to have ever
been made as to the probable connection between
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astronomy and the porches of ancient temples,
beyond the fact, apparent at first sight, that they
all face the rising sun; and this is attributed to
religious ideas wholly, and not at all to-scientific
ones, although it was the well-known custom of
the ancient priests to conceal the facts of astro-
nomical science under religious allegories.

Those mysterious structures, the pyramids of
Egypt, bave been more carefully examined, and
are found to have been constructed with direct
reference to certain astronomical facts, if not uses.
The pyramid of Cheops is placed so correctly on
the troe meridian that the variation of tbe mag-
netic needle may be determined by it. It is also
go proportioned that its height is the radius of
a circle whose circumference is equal to the cir-
cuit of the pyramid’s base. The long, slant
tunnel, leading downward from the pyramid’s
northern face, points to the pole-star of Cheops’s
time.

Professor R. A. Proctor, the astronomer, says
in a late article, “ The Mystery of the Pyramids™
(“Popular Scieuce Monthly Supplement,” No.
I1I), that the purpose for which the pyramids
were erected “was in some way associated with

BECTION OF THE GREAT PYRAMID,

astronomy, for the pyramids were built with most
accurate reference to celestial aspects.” The fol-
lowing is quoted at length from Mr. Proctor’s
interesting article. We have italicized a line or
two, as bearing more particularly on our subject.
Mr. Proctor says: “These buildings [the pyra-
mids] are all, without exception, built on special
sstronomical principles. Their square bases are
80 placed as to have two sides lying east and

west, and two lying north and south ; or, in other
words, so that their four faces front the four
cardinal points. One can not imagine why a
tomb should haye such a position. It is not, in- -
deed, easy to anderstand why any building at all,
except an astronomical observatory, should have
such a position. A temple, perhaps, devoted to
sun-worship, and generally to the worship of the
heavenly bodies, might be built in that way ; for
it is to be noticed that the peculiar figure and
position of the pyramids would bring about_the
following relations : When the sun rose and set
south of the east and west points, or (speaking
generally) between the auturon and spring equi-
noxes, the rays of the rising and setting sun illu-
minated the southern face of the pyramid ; where-
as during the rest of the year, that is, during the
six months between the spnng and autumn equi-
noxes, the rays of the rising and setting sun illo-
minated the northern face. Again, all the year
round the sun’s rays passed from the eastern to
the western face at solar noon. And, lastly, dur-
ing seven months and a half of each year, namely,
for three months and three quarters before and
after midsummer, the noon rays of the sun fell
? on all four faces of the pyramid, or, ac-
cording to a Peruvian expression (so
Smyth says), the sun shone on the pyra-
‘mid ‘with all his rays.’”

Mr. Proctor thinks the purpose of the
pyramids was rather astrological than
astronomical, for he says,’ “The slant
tunnel above mentioned is precisely what
the astrologer would require in order to
> get the horoscope correctly.” This dis-

tinction between astrology and astromo-
my was unknown to the ancients. The
two were one. Astrology assumes, it is
true, to predict not only eclip<es, but the
future generally from the position and aspects of
the heavenly bodies ; bat, in order to make those
assumed predictions, it was first required, accord-
ing to the rules of astrology itself, to obtain a
correct knowledge of the position and aspects of
the sun, moon, and planets. This necessitated, of
course, correct astronomical observations, which
might be and were put to uses entirely scientific
and practical by the ancients, as well as serving
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as a basis for their pretended predictions of the
future.

That the pyramids (whatever else they may
have been intended for) were not temples, we are
perfectly willing to grant, because the only object
which has induced this notice of their astronomi-
cal proportions, is to show that it is a demon-
strated fact that the ancient Egyptians did allow
the most exact astronomical ideas to greatly in-
fluence, if not wholly control, their most stupen-
dous works of architceture—works so gigantic in
size, and requiring such an expenditure of time,
treasure, labor, and human life, as to render them
the greatest wonder of all antiquity. It therefore
becomes almost certain that astronomical consid-
erations wonld not be neglected in the construc-
tion of their temples proper, devoted as they were
to sun-worship, and the service of a religion hav-
ing a purely astronomical foundatiun.

In ancient times thé only astronomers were
the priests, and the only observatorics the tem-
ples. .The mass of the people were ignorant and
superstitious, and wholly dependent upon the
priests for the knowledge required to carry on
agriculture. Says Salverti: “From the obscrva-
tions of - the stars, the return of the seasons and
several metcorological phenomena were predicted
by the priest. He regulated agricuitural labors
in a rational manner, and foretold its probable
success with tolerable exactness. The ignorant
men, therefore, under his direction, set no bounds
in their own minds 10 the power of science, and
doubted not that the futurity of the moral world.
as well as that'of the physical, was to be read on
the face of the starry heavens. In this mistaken
idea they were not undeceived by the priests.”

In order to perpetuate these ideas, and so in-
crease and preserve their power and influence, all
scientific knowledge was locked up in the sacer-
dotal order and the Mysteries. Astronomical ob-
servations were thus of necessity secretly con-
ducted in the temples, and the methods by which
those observations were taken, and the real object
of comstructions for that purpose, were securely
veiled beneath allegorical and religious rites and
formulas.

The real and scientific reasons why the cor-
ner-stone was placed with such care in the north-

east corner having been concealed by the priests,
in process of time, when their ieligion wae super-
seded, were entirely lost. The custom, however,
was first establisbed under all the sanction and
requirements of religion, and came at last to be
superstitiously followed, not only as to temples,
but all other buildings of any importance, whether
built so as to face the east or not. The custor
bas even descended to this day, which shows that
some very important reasons must bave led to its
adoption in the first place. It is thus that the
superstitious observance of- this custom continued
for centurics after the real scientific and the pre-
tended religious reasons for it bad not only ceased,
but.been forgotten.

DRUIDICAL TEMPLES.

Tlmt the Druids of Britain celebrated the
Mysterics in some form, and had secret symbols
and signs known only to those who were initiated
into the higher pricstly ovders, is admitted by all
investigators. Nor is there any doubt that the
Druidical Mysteries were derived from the Phe-
nician and Tyrian navigators, who visited that

“country for tin, and ‘who established colonies

there. The principal temple of the Druids was
what is now called Stonekenge, much of which
remains to this day. TTicse ancient remains, it is
conceded, were erected by those who worshiped
the sun, either actually or symbolically, and the
peculiar arrangement of the stones strongly con-
firms the views we have expressed as to the secret
solar significance of the “ northeast corner™ and
“the pillars of the porch.” Mr. M. D. Conway,
in his “ South-Coast Saunterings in England ”
(and who visited the piace), informs us that, some
two bundred yards from the entrance of the tem-
ple at Stonehenge, there is set up a pillar sixteen
feet high. This stone pillar, he also says, “is not
only set exactly at that point toward the nortA-
east where the sun rises at the summer solstice
exactly over its top, but has also been set in a
place where the ground bas been scooped out, so
as to bring its top, as seen from the altar, precisely
against the horizon. Every year people go out
on the 21st day of June to see the sun rise above
this stone, and that it does so, with absolute exact-
ness, admits now of no question.”
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At the Druidical temple at Abury there is a
stone pillar in the same asironomical position.
These pillars ave, it is true, of rough stone, but,
had the builders of these Druidical temples pos-
gessed the same wonderful skill in architecture as
the Tyrians and Egyptians, from whom their re-
ligious ideas were derived, no doubt more elegant
if not fineiy sculptured columns or obelisks would
bave been erected ; nor is it at all strange that the
temples built by the rude inhabitants of Britair
should be inferior to those of Tyre snd.Thebes,
although erected upon the same astronomical prin-
ciples, for the same symbolical solar worship, since
it was far easier to adopt the religious rites and
ceremonies of the Phenicians than to rival their
skill in art, or to obtain the services of their ar-
chitects or artists. It may also be presumed that
the Phcnicians themselves, who colonized there
in the interests of trade, were more skilled in
working the tin-niines, or in commercial pursuits,
than in temple-building and architecture.

THE CORXNTCOPIA.

Q. Whence was this masonic emblem derived,
and what does it signify ? '
A. The Cornucopia, or Horn of Plenty, is an
emblem of purely astronomical origin. It alludes
to the constellation Cupricornus.
Capricorn, according to mythol-
ogy, is the same as LPun, or Buc-
chus, who. with some other deities,
. while feasting near the banks of
the Nile, were suddenly set upon
by the dreadful giant Typhon. In
order to escape, they at once all as-
sumed different shapes and plunged
into the river—Pan, or Bacchus,
leading the way. That part of his body which
was under water took the form of a fish, and the
otber part that of a goat. Pan was the god who
presided over the flocks and herds. Virgil thus
invokes hir. ¢
“Pan ovius custos,”

“Thou, O Pan! guardicn of the sheep.”
(** Georgics,” Book L.)

Pan was also the god of 'plenty. Therefore the
twisted horn of Capricornus became an embllem
of plenty.

Accurding to another astronomico-mythologi-
cal tale, Jupiter is said to have been suckled by
a goat—the meaning of which is that the sun,
emerging from the stars of Capricornus at the
winter solstice, begins to grow in light and heat
as he mounts toward the vernal equinox. He is
thus figuratively said to be nourished by this
goat. The mythological name of this nurse of

Jupiter was Amelthea. To reward her kindness
Jupiter, it iy said, placed her among the constel-
lations, and gave onc of her horns to the nymphs
who had aided in taking care of him during his
infancy. This gift possessed the power of im-
parting to its bolder whatever she desired. On

CAPRICORNLS.

this account the Latin word  cornucopia ™ denotes
plenty ; the word “ Ami«ltheeu,” “vhen used figura-
tively, bas the same meanirg. The whole story
is a soler allegory, alluding to the arrival of the
sun among the stars of Capricorn, at which time
the fruits of the earth—*corn, oil, and wine "—
have all been gathered in and stored away, so
that, althongh winter comes to desolate the land,
the industrious husbandman is yet blessed with
“plenty.” :
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THE BEEEIVE.

This was one of the emblems of the Eleusinian
Mysteries. The goddess Rbea, according to Bry-
ant, was represented with a beehive beside her,
out of the, top of which arose corn (wheat) and
flowers, denoting the renewal of the seasons and
the return of the sun to the vernal equinox.. '

Q. Whence is the masonic emblem of the’

bour-glass derived ?

A. The hour-glass was one of the sacred as-
tronomical emblems of the Egy'ptmne. Clement
of Alexandria, who gnvee a description of one of
their religious processions, informs us that the
singer went first, bearing the symbols of music;
and that be was followed by the koroscopus, bear-
ing in bis hand an lass, as the measure of
time, together with a palm-branch, these being
the symbols of astrology or astronomy. - It was
the duty of the Aoroscopus to be versed in and
able to recite the four books of Hermes which
treat of that science. One of these books de-
scribes the position of the fixed stars; another
the conjunctions, eclipses, and illuminations of
the sun and. moon ; and the others their risings
and settiogs. The hour-glass is, therefore, pecul-
iarly an astronomical emblem of great antiquity.
The moral application of this masonic emblem is
beautifully given in the “ Monitor.”

THE ANCHOR, THE SCYTHE; AND THE RAINBOW.

. Q. Have the anchor, the scythe, and the rain-
bow any astronomical significancc ?

A. These emblems are only incidentally al-
luded to in the lectures, and bave no particular
significance as to any part of our ancient rites and
ceremonies, except in a general way. . They are
all of them emblems which have. beea for ages
the common property of all mankind, used either
%to point a moral or adorn a .tale.”. The last
two are, howcver, astronomical in their inception,
a8 the scythe appertains to Saturn, and the rain-
bow is not only a celestial phenomenon, but was
also one of the emblems of the Eleusu:unn Mys-
teries. .

THE corrm, ebmx, 2TC. -

Theee are all common emblems of mortality,

and appertain as such to the legend of tbe dm'd

) eelvee.

degree. As the astronomical allegory contained
in that legend has been fully explained and illue-
trated, these emblems reqnire no further remark.

.

THE KEY-STONE, AND ‘I'BB LEGEND OF IT8 LOSS.

The emblem of the key-stone, as now exhib-
ited, together with the legend of the lost key-
stone, would appear to be of very recent date.
They belong t6 the Mark master's -degree, as
given in the American rite. The Mark degree,
saye Dr. Mackey, was taken by Webb from the
Scottish rite.- Webb, however, “improved the
ritual and changed the legend, substituting one of
his own invention,” Another writer informs us

"that Webb's Mark degree is founded on the Euro-

pean degree of Mark master mason—* the sign,
token, and sacred sign,” of which are exactly the

‘same as the “due guard, real grip, and principal

sign” of Webb's degree—-althongh it contains no
mention of the “ key-stone,” but in its stead the
“cubic stone.” The wejght of testimony from all
sources seems t0 rendef it Teremn that the ides of
the “key-stone ” and the legend connected with
it, as given in the American degree of Mark mas~
ter, are wholly the invention of Webb.

In making these additions to the legends and
symbols of Freemasonry, Webb, however, was
under the necessity of making what he added
harmonize with the principal legend of the third

| degree, as well as that of the Royal Arch; and,

in.doing 8o, he unconsciously rendered bis new
legend and its accompanying emblem capable of
the same astronomical explanation as the original
legend, which he desired to thus more fully illus-
trate. We do not mean to be understood as say-
ing that Webb ever had any such astronomical
ideas in his own wind, but, being under the abso-
lute necessity of making the machinery of his new-
degree harmonize with the really ancient and ss-
tronomical legends of tbe Order, he was unocon-
sciously compelled. by a logical pecestity, to ren-
der that which he enpplemented capable of te
same astronomical interpretation as the original
and fundamental legends of Freemmnry them-

.The emblem of the key-stone and the Je-
gend of it loss - my thus be sstronomically-ex-

plained :
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THE' KET-STONE. )

Q. Of what is the key-stone emblematic ?

A. Of atrmgzh, that being the strongest part
of an arch, binding the
several parts together,
and thus enabling ‘it to
bid defiance to the ele-
_ments.

Q. Has the key-stone
any astronoxmcal allu-
sion ? )

At alludes to the
summer solstice, or key

.of the zodiacal arch, in
close proximity to which:it is now seen, and where
anciently was located the constellation Leo; also
typical of strength. ’

THE CIRCLE ON THE KEY-STONE,

Q. Why is a circle inscribed in the masonic
key-stone ? . ¢ .

- A. A circle is the astrononncal gign, and Egyp-
tian hieroglyph of the sun. It is placed in the
key-stone to denote the sun in-the summer sol-
stice, exalted to the summit of the zodiacal arch
(see zodmcal figure opposite page 47)..

Q. Are the letters surrounding the circle, with
the explanation usually given of them, correct ?

A. As the English language was not spoken
at the time of the building of King Solomon’s
temple, either by the Hebrews or the men of
Tyre, the English sentence. which these letters
are said to imply can not be anything but a very
modern innovation. If the circle and its accom-
panying letters, which Webb placed on his key-
stone, were borrowed from a more ancient source,
he evidently did not know what their true mean-
ing was, and so mvented an explanatzon of his
own.

The degree of Master Mark -Mason, or.Past
Maaster, which was confined to those who had
. actually. presided 3s masters, while it furnished
- Webb the groundwork for his new degree, made
no mention of the key-stone. It did, however,
. exhibit the letters H. T. 8. T. K. 8., to which it
" would sppear Webb added a W, snd another &§,,
for ressons of his own.. It is worthy of remark

that the meaning attached to these letters has
varied considerably. Thus, some fifty or sixty
years ago, they were explained as, forming the
initials of the following sentence :”He That Was
Slain Soared To Kindred Spirits, alluding to the
legend of the death of H. A. B., as related in
Oliver’s Dictionsry, and before quoted at length.
The reading of the present. day is very different
from this, but the reading is not uniform in all the
Ststes of the Union. - In some States the_letters
K. S. are said to stand for key-stone, and in others
for King Solomon. Some are of the opinion that
S. 8. stand for sanctum sanctorum ; others that

-the K. T. allude to Knights Templars. It is evi-

dent, however, that there is no definite limit to
this mode of reading the mysterious.letters ; for,
proceeding on the same principle, we might sup-
pose them to mean—Safely Keep This Sacred
Secret Within Thy Heart; or, Hidden Things
We Solemnly Swear To Kecp Secret; or, There
Were Seven Steps To King Solomon’s House ;
or, Enights Templars Should Saa-aﬂy Watch
The Holy Sepulc)‘are ; and thus until our inge-
nuity or patience is exhausted. And it is also
equally evident that all methods of reading these
lezten, which are founded on the idea that they
are in any way initials of English words, must be
wrong if the emblem is ancient, ahd can only be
right if it is of quite recent and wholly English
or American origin. If, therefore, these letters
are of ancient origin, as arranged in this emblem,
we may be quite certain that their real mesning
has been entirely lost. If they bave any ancient
meaning, proper investigation and stady mxght,
no doubt, rediscover it ; but, as we have no evi-
dence whatever that they are ancient, it is not
worth while to make any attempt in that dxxeo-

tion.
* The legend of t.he loss of the key-stono and

- | -its recovery may, however, bé brought into bar-

mony witk the principal legend of . the third de-
gree, and that of the Royal .Arch, and thos
dstronomically explained. All the “legends of
Freemasonry relating to the ﬁndmg of that which
was lost, refer to the euresia, or discovery, by
finding of the sun-god, whose death formed the
story of the ceremony of the initiation into the

Mysteries.
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The key-stone is an astronomical emblem of
the sun at the summer solstice, or summit of the
Royal Arch, after leaving which he is slain, and
bis body lost among the wintry signs. The as-
tronomical hieroglypb of the sun ©, which is
marked on the key-stone, makes this solar allu-
sion of its loss and recovery perfectly apparent.
It may, therefore, be considered as but another
allegory of the loss of the sun during the winter
months, and his discovery again at the vernal
equinox. And, as the name of 0. G. M. H. A. B.
means the sun, as before explained, the astronomi-
cal sign of the sun O on the key-stone is equiv-
alent to his name being there, to mark or desngo
nate the stone as appertaining to him.

THE LEGEND OF THE LOST WORD,

Q. What is the meamng of the masomo Je-
gend of the “lost word ”?

A. This legend, as briefly stated by Dr. Mac-
key, in his “Symbolism of Freemasonry ” (page
800), is as follows: “The mystical history of
Freemasonry informs us that there once existed
3 WORD of surpassing value, and claiming a

profound veneration ; that_this word was known’

to the few, and that it was at length lost, and
that a temporary substitute for it wax adopted.”
This idea of a mystic, all-powerful “word”
was an ancient and widely diffused "superstition.
Just how this notion originated has not been
handed dov.n to us, either by tradition or other-
wise. It, however, probably came to be enter-
tained in the following manner: It was generally
known to the profane—i. e., the uninitiated—that
those who were admitted to the “ Mysteries” were
intrusted with a certain sacred’ word, under a
most solemn pledge not to reveal it to the world ;
and as the scientific knowledge, also sccretly im-
parted to those who were initiated, gave those
who took the higher degrees the power to work
apparent miracles, the ignorant and superstitious
multitude paturally thought, and were perhaps
taught to believe, that it was by the use of this
“word,” so sacredly concealed, that the priests
were able to perform all their wonderful works.
This word was, however, nothing but the * pass-
word” which went with the “sign,” by which
the initiated could make themselves known to

one another. This idea of an all-powerful word
was very prevalent among the Jews, no doubt
derived from their long stay in Egypt. The no-
tion was that this “ word ” consisted of the true
name of God, together with a knowledge of its
proper pronunciation, and that the fortunate pos-
sessor of this knowledge became thereby clothed
with supernatural power—that by the speaking of
this word he could perform all sorts of miracles,
and even raise the dead. According to the Ca-
balists, “the very heavens shook, and the angels
themselves were filled with terror and astonish-
ment when this tremendous word was pro-
nounced.” -

Jewish tradition states that God himself
taught Moses his true name and its correct pro-
nunciation at the “burning bush.” And they
believed that Moses, being thus possessed of the
“Worp,” used it to perform all his miracles, .
and to confound and overthrow Pharaoh and his
hosts. Tbe Jews of a later date, seeking to ac-
count for the wonderful works of Christ, asserted
blaspbemously -that be unlawfully entered the
“holy of holies,” and clandestincly obtained the
word used by Moses, which was engraved upon
the stone upon which the ark rested. The super-
stition in relation to a8 wonder-working word also
prevailed among the Arabians, who say that King
Solomon was in possession of this “grand omnific
word,” and by its use subdued the genii who re-
belled against God, many of whom Solomon im-
prisoned by the use of his magical seal, upon
which the word, contained in a pentacle, was en-
graved. (See the “Story of the Fisherman,” and
other tales of the “ Arabian Nights,” where this
legend is alluded to.)

It was from these, and other similar legends
thus widely diffused among the ancient Oriental
nations, that the veneration for a particular word
arose, together with an earnest desire to obtain
it, and a laborious search for it, by ambitious
believers in its power. All the magicians, en-
chanters, and wonder-workers of the East, and
the adepts of the West, were supposed to have,
in eome mysterious way, become possessed of this
“word,” and were known to the aspirants and
students of the occult sciences (not yet so fortu-
nate) by the name of “masters,” and the “word ”
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was called by them the “ master’s word.” This
ancient superstition seems to have left its impress
on our ritual, for the “ word,” of which we hear
80 often therein, is assumed to be something more
than a were “pass-word,” although we, as ma-
sons, now use the phrase “master’s word” in a
very diferent scnse from that of the adepts of
former times.

In former and less enllghtened times the pos-
session of the true name of God and its proper
pronunciation, or some substitute for it, awihorized
by divine command, were even supposed reqms:te
in order to worship him aright ; for it was igno-
rantly thought that, if God was not addressed by
his own proper name, he would not attend to the
call, nor even know that the prayers of his wor-
shipe~ were really addressed to him,and not to
Baal, Osiris, or Jupiter; or, if knowing, would
indignantly reject them. In the East, to address
even an earthly potentate by any other than bis
own proper, high, and ceremonious title, was con-
sidered both irreverent and insulting. Among
the Jews, however, the pronunciation of the true
name was supposed to be followed by such tre-
mendous effecte ‘that a sulstitute, for which they
believed they had the divine sanction, was en-
joinea. Accordingly, we find in the Old Testa-
ment that, whenever the name of God occurs, the
substitute is used instead of the true name. The
word substituted is gencrally “Adonai,” or Lord,
ucless the name follows that word, and then
“Elokim ” is used ; as, “Adonai Elo’im,” mean-
ing, Lord God. From this long-continued use of
8 substitute for the real word, the latter, or at
least its correct pronunciation, was thought to
be lost. A trace of all this is found in our ritual,
aod, perhaps, furnishes the true reason why a
substitute (as Dr. Mackey informs us in the ex-
tract we bave quoted above from his “Symbol-
ism ”) was adopted.

It will be of no use to trace any further the
numerous superstitions and legends in relation to
this fabled « grand omnific word.” ' Dr. Mackey
very )ustly says, in the work before mentioned,
that it is ‘‘ no matter waat this word was, or bow
it was lost,” for we now know that no word can
be at present of any use to a mason, except to
serve as a “pass-word,” to prove his right to the

* tions.

bonors and benefits of some particular masonic
body or degree ; and for that purpose (apart from
considerations of a purely arcAaological and his-
torical nature) one word is just as good as an-
other, 8o long as it is appropriate to the time and
place, and has been established for that purpose,
either by ancient usages or some competent au-
thority, Much learning, however, as might be
expected, together with persistent .search, labori-
ous study, and even the practice of magical arts,

"bave been employed in past ages, and even down

to within a few years, to discover the ancient
wonder-working word by those who believed in
its fabled power, or from a motive of historical
curiosity desired to obtain'it. According to some,
the sacred Zetragrammaton, or four-lettered name
of God in Hebrew, incorrectly pronounced Jeho-
vah, was the true word. Others thought that the
Hebrew word Jak, the Chaldaic Bul or Bel, or
the Egyptian ON or Ox, the Hindoo Aux, to-
gether with various combinations of them all, con-
stituted the “ grand omnific word.” But as the
possession of no one of them, nor any possible
comhination of them, seems to confer any mirac-
ulous powers on the possessor, neither of them
can be the correct one according to ancient tradi-
If there ever was actually any such thing
as a “grand omnific word” (tbat is, all-powerful
word, from omnificus rll-creating), it certainly
remains lost to this day, and “I fear it is for ever
lost,” for certainly none of the words disclosed,
with 8o much solemn (. remony, in certain ma-
sonic degrees, confer any supernatural powers on
those to whom they a-e communicated.

Q. What astronomical allusion bas the ancient
legend of the “lost word,” as illustrated i in the
masonic ceremonies ?

A. As the masonic legend of the deposit of
the “word ” in a secure and secret place, and
its consequent loss, bas been already quite fully
stated by masonic wnters, 1n works sanctmned
by the highest masonic a.utbomy, there can be
no sort of impropriety in relating it here, for the
purpose of showing its primitive astronomical
significance. The legend is substantially as fol-

lows :
“Enoch, under the inspiration of the Most

High, built a_secret temple underground, con-
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nisting of nine vaults, or arches, situated perpen-
dicularly ‘under each other. A triangmlar Pplate
of ‘gold, each side, of wl;xch was a cubit long,.
‘and enriched with precxous stones, was fixed to a
stone of “gate of the sathe form. On this plate
of gold was engraved: the “word,’ or trug. name.
of God and this was. placed on a cubical stone,
and deposxted in the ninth or lowest arch. In
consequence of the déliige, all knowledge of this
sécret ‘templé was lost,.together with the &acred
and’ineffable or unutterable name, ‘for ages.. The’
lost word was subsequently found in this long-
forgotten subterranean temple by David; when
digging the foundations for tlle temple, nfter

ward built by Solomon his son.” * .

Otlier versions of this’ legend aséribe the build-
ing of the underground temple, and the deposit
therein of thé ¢ word,” to'Solomon, and its discov-
ery to those ¢ who dilg the fonndations of the sec-
ond temple on the same spot, and ccnnect it with
the ‘substitute ark’ deposited in the same place.”

Both legends, however, agree in stating that
the “ word” was buried deep underground, and
in the ninth archi, or lowest one of them all§ that
it was there lost, and remained “buried in darL-

‘ness ” until it was subsequcntly found and brought
to light.

In ancient times, and accordmg to the mys-
tical theology-of those days; God and the sacred
name of God were suppostd to be one and the
same. The “word ” was itself considerzd ta be,
in some sense, a lmng, creative power. Thns.|
Plato taught that the divine “logos,”- or--werd,
was God. But, as we have shown, the sun was
by the ancients ubiversally adopted as the symbol
of God, and enbsequentlv confounded with God,.
so that the various names of God -beécame slso
solar names. The loss of the solar name, there- _
fore, begamé but another expression of the lpss
of the sun, or sun-god,‘in the lower hemisphere.
Now, let us see bow this will barmonize w:th the
legend just related:- The sun, having reached the
summit of the zodiacal arch, st the summer- sol-
stice, begins to descend toward the region of dark-
ness. From Cancer_he descends té Leo, from
Leo to Virgo, from-Virgo to Libra, and so on’
until Capricorn s reached, ‘which is the ninth

sign from the vernal equinox, and the undermost

one of the zodiac, corresponding to the ninth or
lowest ‘arch of the secret vault, and there on the
218t of December, at his lowest declination, at the
~winter solstice, he is lost, and “lies buried in dark-
ness, until, revmng, he commences his ‘ascent
toward the vernal equinox, ‘and begins by his more
potent rays to rebuild that: glorious temple of
light and beaut¥, adorned by flowers and fraits,
which the rude assaults of winter have destroyed.
Another allégorical cerrespondence is found
in the fact:that the d:scovery of the word is made,
accordmg to the masonic fegend, by “three,
which agrees perfectly with the number of signs,
Aquarius, Pisces, and Aries, and the months,
Junuary, February, and March, which separate
the wintef solstice from the wernal equinox,
vben, according to tke legend of Hiram, the
sun is found, ay before explamed.
" The sacred name was engraved ona tnangular
plate of gold, which, according to sstrology, is
the solvr métal. This triangular plate, according
to the Royal Arch legend, was surrounded by a
circle. This triangle within a circle would there-
fore correctly represent the diagram of the Egyp-
tian year, as ehown 6n page 15. Biit, again, the
legend informs us that this.triangular plate of
gold was fixed to a stone of agate of the same
form. Now each month, the ancient astrologers
taugbt, bad its appropnate gem:

Jan the Garnet. July; the Ruby .
Feb., the Amethyst. - Aug., the Sardonyx.
Harcl:, the Bloodstone Sept., the Sapphire.

April, the Diamond.” | Oct., the Opal  °

Alqy, the ‘Emerald. Nov:, the Topaz.

Jine, the Agate. Dec:, the Turquoise.

The - - agate, theréfore, is emblematic of the
month of Jufie, the summer solstice, and -the res-
urretition and exaltation of the sun. -<The whole
was placed on a cubdical stone, but the cube was
sacred to Apollo, who is identical with Helioa, the
sun-god: The altar of Apollo at Delos was in the
form'of 3 cube. ~The symbolism.of this legend is
therefore perfect in all of its details—the emblem-
atic correspondence is ‘too absolute to be acci-
dental.* The legend of the lost word is bat another
form of the solar allegory of the death and resur-
rection of Hiram, and teaches the same lesson.
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, THE MASGNIC ARK.

The ark was one of the principal features of
the Egyptlan Mysteries. Speak-mg of the relig-
i6us ceremonies of tlie ancieut Egyptians, Wilkin-
son eays.: “One of the most xmpouant ceremonies;
was the™ procession of shrinés,” which is mentioned
in the Rosetta Stone, and is frequently repre-
sented on the walls of the temples, The shrines
were of two kinds, the one a sort .of canopy, the
other an aik, or sacred boat, whxch may be termed
the great shrine.
pomp by the priests, a certain number being se-
lected for that duty, -who’ supported it on their
shoulders by mesns of long staves passing through
metal rings at the side of the sledge on which it
stoed, brought it into the temple, where it was
placed on a stand or table, in urder that the pre.
scribed ceremonies might be performed before it.
The game is said to have heen the custom of the
‘Jews in some of their rehglons processions, as in
carrying the ark ‘to its place, in the Gracle of the
house, to the most holy place,’ when the temple
was built by Solomon” (1 Kings viii. See « An-
cient Eg\ ptians,” vol. i, page 267.) W ilkinson
also says in hig notes to * Herodotus,” “ The same
mode of carrymg the ark was adoptod by “the
Jews (Joshua iii, 12 ;.1 Chron. xv, 2, 15; 2 Sam.
xv, 24; 1 Esdras i, 4), and the gods of Babylou
as Well as of Egypt were borne and ‘set in their
place’ in a sihiilar msdner (Is. rlvi, 7; Baruch
iv, 4-26). Some of the sacred boats, or arks, con-
tained the emblems of life and rtability, which,
when the veil was drawn aside, were partly seen. .
and others contaiued the figure of the divine spirit
iVef, cr Nov, and some presented the sacréd beetle -
of the svn, overshadowed by the wings of the iwo
figures-of the goddess of Themi, or Truth, which
calls to mind the cherubim of the Jews."t (“An-
cient Egyptians,” vol. i, page 270 ; also, nute to
R&w!inqon’s' “ Herodotus,” Book IL Chaptess
LVIII .LIX)) .

The feliowing drawing is taken from ‘Wilkin-
gon’s book, and represents the Egyptian ark, with
the “sacred beetie” overshadowed by the wings
of the double goddess of Truth, copied from the
walls of an ancient Egyptian temple.

This was- carried with great |

and Egyptian arks is that the Egyptian was more
like.a “boat ” in shape,.according to our ideas of
a boat, while the Jewish ark ig describéd as being

of an oblong-square form this, however, it may
be observed, was tha exact form of Noab’s “ark,”
as described by the Jewish historian in Gen. vi,
-14-16. -The idea of a boat is therefore character-
istic of both of theser nnoient.emblems, as, indeed,
the very name “ a.rk » denotes. '

..

FIAMAE |

" The above is another view of. the Egyptian
ark of Osma, taken from Kitto's Cyclopadia of
Biblical Literature.” The, hiéroglyphics on the
side of the ark are the embfems of dominion, sta-
, bility, and life everlasting, arranged by 3 X 8.

- This mysterious ark, or chest, which figured
in the Mysteries of Egypt, much more nearly
resembled the, Jewish ark.in form, After '.l‘y_

The principal difference between the Jewmh

phon had slain Osiris, “he inclosed ‘him in 8



92

STELLAR THEOLOGY AND MASONIC ASTRONOMY.

chest and cast him into the sea, thus plunging
all heaven in grief and sadness. Isis, when she
learned the melancholy news, refused all consolo-
tion, despoiled herself of her ornaments, cut off
her tresses, robed herself in the habiliments of
mourning, and wandered forth through the world.
Disconsolate and sorrowful, she traveled iuto all
counntries, seeking the mysterious chest which
contained the body of the lost Osiris. .In the
mean while, the chest was drawn ashore at Byblos,
and thrown into thc center of & busk, which,
having grown up irto a beautiful tree, had en-
tirely inclosed it. At length, however, the tree
was cat down by a king of that country, and
used by bim in the construction of a new palace.
But Isis finally learned the singular fate of the
chest, and her persevering-love was rewarded by
the possession of it.” (*Philosophical History of
Secret Socisties,” by Rev. Augustus C. Arnold.)
The plant which thus indirectly led to the
discovery of the mutilated body of Osiris was
held sacred by the Egyptians. The whole story
of the death of Osiris and the finding of his body

is admiited to be an astronomical ailegory of the |

death of the sun-god, slain by Typhon when the
san was in Scorpio, which was at that time on
the autumnal equinox. Plutarch informs us that
“ when the sun was.in Scorpio, in the month of
Athyr, the Egyptians inclosed the body of their

god Osiris in an ark, or chest, and during this.

ceremony a great anpual festival was celebrated.
Three days after the priests had inclosed Osiris
in tbe ark, they pretended to have found him
again. The deatli of Osiris was lamented by
them when the sun, in Scorpio, descended fo the
lower hemisphere; and, when he arose at the
vernal equinox, then Osiris was said to be born
anew.”

The use mnade of the ark, or sacred chest, in
certain masonic degrees, derives no bce of its
particulars from anything narrated in the Bible ;
on the contrary, it bears so striking an analogy
to the.ark of the Egyptian Mysteries as to at

once disclose the criginal from which it was:

copied. The masonic ark, like that of the Egyp-
tian Myateries, is lost or bidden, and after a dif-
ficult search at last found. The masonic ark, it
is true, does not, like the Egyptiav one, contain

the body of the slain sun-god Osiris. It does,
bowever, contain something symbolically repre-
senting the true God, and also certain matters
which, it is claimed, lead to a superior knowledge
of him. The analogy is therefore perfect, and

the astronomical allegory is strictly preserved.
key ?
. A. This is a very ancient emblem, and for-
: ' merly alloded to the ini-
h whick at on¢e unlocked to
. the aspirant all the hidden
secreta of religion, and fur-
tales under which the sublime facts of astronomy
and other sciences were concealed from the pro-
fane. In Freemasonry it is, more properly, an
furnishes the candidate with a key, and opers the
door to the “hiddea mysteries of Freemasonry.”
It has, however, been diverted to the Royal Arch

Q. What is the meaning of the emblem of the
tiauon into the Mysteries,

nished bim with a key to those allegories and
emblem of the first degree, which, in like manner,
degree, and invested with a different meaning.

-

1eoN xEY. (From Thebes.)

The preceding is a picture of an ancient Egyptian
key, from Thebes, and will give a correct idea of
the ancient emblem appertaining to the Mysteries.

THE LION, THE EAGLE, THE 0X, AND TEE MAN.

Q. What is the astronomical allusion of these
four ancient emblems, and why are they thus as-
sociated together ?

A. They refer to the four great angles of the
heavens, where the equinoctial and solstitial points
are situated, and the signs at these points are,
according to ancient astrology, called “fixed
signs.” Each sign was, morecver, ruled by three

- gods, called Decans, the first of which in each

sign was called “the powerful leader of three.”

.The most important and powerful of these thirty-

six celestial gods were the four Decans, who
ruled the four angles of the heavens, and the
stability and perpetuity of the universe were sap-
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posed to be insured by them. They were also
called Elokim, and the two who had their seat
on the equator were believed to compel the sun
to ghine twelve hours over all the earth, as well
as to repel him, so that he moved on to the next
sign of the zodiac in progressive order. The no
less powerful Elohim, or Decans, who ruled the
solstitial points, caused the sun to turn back at
the tropics, and preserved the order of nature and
of the seasons. .

In all ancient astrological projections of the
heavens, the four great angles of the zodiac, where
these celestial gods were seated, were marked by
the figures of the liop, the egg_le, the ox, and the
mau—the constellation Leo being anciently at
the summer solstice ; Aquarius, depicted as a
man pouring water from a jar, at the winter sol-
stice ; and Zaurus, the Ox, or Bull, at the vernal
equinox ;' while the other angle, or autumnal equi-
nox, was marked by a flying eagle. The quad-
rants of the celestial sphere were also anciently
occupied by the four bright sturs Aldebaran,
Regulus, Antares, and Fomalkaut. These were
called “royal stars,” and in them the four great
Elobim were believed to dwell. To them divine
honors were paid and sacred images erected, in
which the lion, the eagle, the ox, and the man
were variously combined. These emblems were
worshiped by all the ancient nations. The priests
and the initiated knew them to be nothing more
tban astronomical allegories, emblematic représen-
tations of the zodiac, but the superstitious people
adored them as real gods. The Jews' obtained
these four emblems from Egypt. Moses, bow-
ever, forbade their worship, and taught the Israel-
ites to use them to denote the points of the com-
pass and the divisions of their camp, by means of
banners on which they were pictured (Numb. ii).
These celebrated emblems are therefore of a pure-
ly astronomical and zodiacal origin, and, when
properly understood {as they were by the initi-
ated), teach many of the most important facts of
astronomica) science. )

THE ROYAL ARCH BANNER.

Q. What is the meaning and origin of the
device on the Royal Arch banner which is repre-
sented below ?

.colure. The grotesque

A. The center of the device consists of the
ﬁgnres of the lion, eagle, ox, aud man, the mean-
ing of which has just .
been explained. The = - AW
cross which divides
them is a correct rep-
resentation of the equa-
tor, cut at right angles
by the great solstitial

and imaginary creat-
ures standing on each’ : o
side are also astronomical emblema, bemg com-
pounded of the three figures of the e man, the eagle,
and the cx-—exhxbmug the face and bodyof a
man, the wings of the eagle, and the feet of the
ox—emblematic-of the winter solstice and the au-
tumnal and vernal equinoxes, as before explained.
Some are, however, of the opinion that the lower
parts of the figures represent the legs of a goat
instead of the ox.” This would make them refer
to Capricornus, the Goat, which now marks the
winter solstice, thus clearly denoting the “pre-
cession of the equinoxes,” in consequence of which
the figure of the man (Aquarius) was changed
into that of a goat (Capricornus), as the sol-
stitial point left Aguarius and entered Capricor-
nus.

Capricornus is also identical in mythology
with Pan, who is represented as a god, with the
body of a man and the legs of a goat, Astro-
nomical emblems and figures similar to these com-
pound creatures on the Royal Arch banner were
quite common among the sun-worshiping nations

“of antiquity, and were’ called spiinzes. The

Egrptians, who held the constellation Leo in
especial reverence, more frequently combined the
human figure with that of a lion, to which they
sometimes added the wings of the eagle.. These
were called andro-sphinaes ; others, called crio-
sphinres, had the bead of a ram, allnding to the
sign..dries. The winged Greek sphinxes, com-
mon cn vases, were partly Egyptian and Pheeni-
cian. The Assyrians more particularly csteemed
the constellation Zawrms, and therefore generally
combined the figure of a bull with the head and
face of a man, to which the wings of the ezgle

| were always attached.
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In tbe Assyrian Museum at the Louvre, M.
Botta deposited a slab taken from the palacé of
Khorsabad, which is ornamented with figures al-
most identical with those on the Royal Arch ban-
ner. They have a human head, the wings of an
eagle, and the legs and feet of an ox.  The heads
of these Assyrian sphinxes only differ from those
of the banuer, in being covered by the character-
istic Assyrian hcad-dress, and wearing the long
ornamented Assyrian beard. Layard also found.
among the ruins of Niwroud, sculptures of mou-
sters with the head of a lion, the body of 2 man,
and the feet of a bird, which is but a different
combination of the same fignres, expressing: the
same astronomical ideas. Tt is, therefore, evident
that the Royal Arch banner ix composed wholly
of ancient astronomical cmblems. The motta,
“ Holiness to the Lord,” is but a proper expression
of adoration to the great Creator of the starry

heavens, which arc so graphically represented by
the whole device.

-

THE NUMBER “sSEVEN.”

Q. Why was the nimber zeren held in especial
reverence by all the nations of antiquity ?

A. The mystic number seven was held sa-
cred by our ancient brethren for reasons which
had a purcly astronomical origin. The reasons |
for this will lead us to inquire into the origin of
the division of time into days, woceks, months,
and years, We were naturally induced to divide
our time into periods called days, because the sun
makes his apparent diurnal revolution in that
time. The Egyptians used to watch for the
heliacal rising of the dog-star (Sirius), which,
like a faithful guardian, gave notice of the ap-
proaching inundation of the Nile, a period of the
greatest importance to them, as their barvests
depended upon it. By this means a definite
period of time was marked off, corresponding to
the apparent revolution of the sun in the zodiac.
This period was denominated a ycar, a word
which, in our langnage and all northern tongues,
whether “gear,” “jaar,” ©jucr,” or, as in the
Persian, ¢ yare,” signifies a circle. In Latin, also,
the words annus, a year, and ennulus, a circle,

are synonymous. Thus the very word ¢ year”
alludes directly to the great circle of the zodiac,

and points out the origin of that division of time.
This period was further divided by the revolu-
tions of the moon about the carth, These latter
subdivisions were naturally called “moons,” from
which is derived our word “ moath.” Among the
ancient Egvptians the hu-rugl\ phic sign for a
month is the creseent of the moon, In the He-
brew the same intimate connection between the
words wmeoon and month exists as in English. It
was also’still further observed, by tlnewe carly
students of the skies, that in cach lunar mouth
that planet assumed in regular arder, at fixed
periuds of scren duys each, four distinet phases—
the new moon, the first quarter, the full moon,
and the last quarter. The *month” was there-
fore divided into four equal parts of seven days
cach, called weeks,

All jonr divisions of time, whether of days,
wecks, months, or year, have therefore an astro-
nomical origin. and are hat measures of the ob-
served motions of the moon, for the year itself
was originally lunar, the sofivrr year having been
subsequently adopted on acconnt of its greater
accuracy and convenience, The moon, among
the nations of antiquity, was the object of uni-
versal adoration.  Next to the sun in beauty and

; splendor the moon leads all the hosts of heaven.

It may be that the awful majesty and solemn
silence of that starry vault, in the wmidst of which
she is scen, eaused her to appeal more strongly to
the imagination of the carly Oriental nations than
even the meridian sun itself. It is certain, how-
ever, that from ancient Egypt to the distant plains
of India, or those far-off lands where the Incas
ruled, altars were erected to the worship of the
moon, and the goddess adored under a maultitude
of names, with rites as splendid and awful as
those instituted in honor of the sun.

As on every seventh day the moon assumed a
new phase, therefore on exery scventh day a fes-
tival to Zuna was celebrated. The numsber sexen
was thus sacred because it was dedicated to the
moon. The day set apart for the worship of the
moon was known among most northern nations
as “moon-day "—whence is derived our name
for the second day of the week, Monday. The
first day of the week being in like manner set
apart to the worship of the sun, was called * sun-
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day.” In fact, each day of the week was set
apart to the special worship of some one of the
heavenly bodies: Sunday to the sun; Monday
to the moon ; Tuesday to Mars; Wq&nesday to
Mercury ; Thursday to Jupiter ; Friday to Ve-
nus ; and Saturday to Saturn. A strange reminis-
cence of this fact is found in the modern names
of all the days of the week, each of which, like
Sunday and Monday, bas derived its name from
the planet .or god to which it was anciently sa-
cred. .

Tuesday ir derived from the Swndmamn
name of Murs. The name of the day in French
is Murdi, derived directly from the Latin, and
meaning “ Mars’s day.”

Wednesday is from the Scandinavian Mercury,
Woden ; hence Woden's day, or Wednesday. The
French name of this day is Mercredi, from the
Latin, meaning “Mercury's day.”

Our Thursday is from the Scandinavian Jupi-
ter, T/or ; hence *“Thor’s day,” and Thursday.
The Gorman name is Donncrstag, meaning the
“ Thunderer’s day,” in allusion to Jupiter To-
nans. The French call it Joudi, meaning “ Jupi-
ter's day.”

Friday is named after the Scandinavian Ve-
nus, Fri«. The German name js Freitag, with the
same derivation and meaning. The French call
this day Tendredi, which means “ Venus's day.”

Saturday is derived from the Latin, aud means
“Saturn’s day.”

The days of the week may, therefore, be )nst
as well designated by the planetary signs as by
tbenr names ; thus—

' © Sunday. % Thursday.
® . Monday. ¢ Friday.

& Tuesday. % Saturday.
¥ Wednesday. >

It was thus that not only the mysterious
changes of the moon and the number of the
planets, but also the number- and order of their
religious festivals, and the-whole system of an-
cient worship, were inseparably and astronomi-
cally connected with the number seven and * the
moon, whose phases marked and appointed their
holy days.” (See Cicero, in the * Tusculan Dis-
putations,” Book I, Chapter XXVIIL) It is,

therefore, a matter of no wonder that.this num-
ber.should have been held in especial reverence
by all the nations of antiquity, or that their im-
agination should have clothed it with mysteri-
ous and magical virtues. This veneration for the
number seven was diffused as widely as the wor-
ship of the heavenly hodies.” The moon was
adored in all Jands alike, and all her motions,
especially her weekly phases, observed with su-
perstitious:reverence. 1t thus happenced that, from
similar reasons, the number seven was alike con-
sidered sacred by nations who had no intercourse,
the idea being a spontancous growth from com-
mon astronomical catises. . ¢
THE WORD “SEVEN.”

The meaning of the word seven is also indica-
tive not only of the lunar origin of the division
of time into periods determined by the phases of
the moon, but also of the. universality and iden-
tity of the ideas attached to the number itself.
The Hebrew word schibn, seven, signifies fullness,
or completion. In the Saxon, Persian, Syrian,
Arabic, Phenician, and Chaldean, the word seven
has the same signification,.and without doubt re-
fers to the mooun, which * sills,” or becomes “com-
plete,” seven days after the first quarter ; and, in
like manner, each of the four phases, or changes,

.of the moon, becomes “ complete ” after a period

of seven.days. It is easy to see bow a word sig-
nifying “ filled,” or “ completed,” should be adopt-
ed to mark the time when the moon should reach
its “full.” Before that timc she had been in-
creasing in size and light, but_now she is filled,
or completed ; and so, by analogy, the same word
in time was also used to mark each period when
the other equally distinct, phases of the moon
reached maturity.

THE “FIGURE ? SEVEN.
Our figures, 1, 2,'8, 4; etc., are called the Ara-

" bian numerals, bucause we derive them from the

Arabians, who, it. is thonght, received them from
India. Their true origin is lost in the dim night
of extreme antiquity. It is, however, probable
that, like the zodiacal and planetary signs, they
were originally hieroglyphs. Now, as each sev-
enth day, when the moon assumes a new phase,
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sbe has traversed just one quarter of her orbit,
we might naturally expect that the Lieroglyphic
representing the word “seven” would, in bar-
mony with the ancient method of writing, be “a
right angle, 90°, or one fourth part of a circle.”
And so, indeed, we find it to be, with only such
slight variation as would necersarily result from
a constant use for ages, after its emblematic mean-
ing was lost, and only its arbitrary.signification

was retained. For illustration, let this 9 be the"

original hieroglyph, denoting a period of a quarter
revolution of the moon, 90° and indicating that
the moon has “filled,” or *“completed,” sciiba
(seven), one of her phases. The change from -
to 7 is but slight; it is but the natural result of
the difficulty of rapidly, and without instruments,
making a correct right angle by the union of two
perfectly straight lines, while the lines becoming
slightly curved only tended to give the character
a more finished and graceful appearance.

TRIPLE TAU.

This emblem is not adopted in American
Freemasonry, but, placed in the center of a tri-
angle and circle, both emblems of the Deity, it
constitutes the jewel of the Royal Arch as prac-
ticed in England, where it is so bighly esteemed
as to be called the “emblem of all emblems,” and
the “grand emblem of Royal Arch Masonry.”

The original sighification of this emblem has |

been variously explained. Some suppose it to in-
‘clude the initials of the
Temple of Jerusalem, T.IL
(Templum. Hierosolyme);
but, as the tau cross as an
emblem is much older
than the Temple of Jeru-
salem, this can not be cor-
rect ; besides, no other
evidence is offered for this solution thar that tbe
letters T. H. stand for the werds “ Templum Hie-
rosolyme.” We might just as well conclude that
the letters stand for “ Thrice Holy,” ¢ Hiram Tyri-
an,” or the name of any other thing for which the
letters T. H. or H. T. may be the initials. Neither
is any proof offered to show that the emblem is
really composed of the letters T and H, instead
of three tau crosses united. Others say it is 8

TRIPLE TAU.

symbol of the mystical union of the Father and
Son, H signifying Jehovah, and T, or the cross,
the Son. A writer in “Jloore’s Magazine” in-
geniously supposes it .0 be a representation of
three T-squares, and that it alludes to the three
jewels of the thiee ancient grand masters. But
these solutions are also suggested without any
proofs, while the fact that the tau cross as an

.emblem antedates the Christian era, effectually

disposes of one of tbem. It has also been said
that it is the monogram of Hiram of Tyre, and
otbers assert that it is only a modification of the
Hebrew letter shin, which was one of the Jowish
abbreviations of the sacred name. Oliver thinks,
from its connection with the circle and triangle
in the Royal Arch jewel, that it was intended to
typify the sacred name as the author of eternal
life.

- The same objection may be made to these
conjectures : no proof is advanced by their au-
thors to support them, while the monuments and
hieroglyphics of Egypt show.that the tau cross
was in use as an emblem before the era of Hiram.
Dr. Mackey says that, among so many conject-
ures, he need not hesitate to offer one of his own,
and remarks as follows: “The prophet Ezekicl
speaks of the tau, or tau cross, as the mark dis-
tinguishing tbose who were to be saved, on ac-
count of their sorrow for their sins, from those
who, as idolaters, were to be slain. It was a mark
or sign of favorable distinction, and with this
allusion we may, therefore, suppose the triple
tau to be used in the Royal Arch degree as a
mark designatirg and scparating those who
know and worship the true name of God from
those- who are ignorant of that august mys-
tery.”

This is much nearer the trath, but is not, after
all, any explanation of either the meaning or ori-
gin of thé emblem itself. It is only a suggestion
of the reason why it may have been adopted by
the Royal Arch degree, as being appropriate to
its spirit. Dr. Mackey leaves us in the dark why
Ezekiel speaks of it as an emblem of life and sal-
vation : “The English Royal Arch Lectures say
that ¢ by its intersection it forms a given number
of angles that may be taken in five several com-
binations ; and, reduced, their amount in right
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angles will be found equal to the five Platonic
bodies, which represent the four elements and the
sphere of the universe.’

But this, if true, throws no light on’ the sub-
ject. The tau cross, as an emblem ia various
- forms, is found on the ancierit monuments of
Egypt, and in order to discover its real mesbing,
and bow it came to be used as a symbol we will
bave to go back to a penod long before the era
of King Solomon. -

Q. What i3 the origin and meuning of the
triple tau? ~

A. The triple tau is the ancient symbol of the
tau cross, three times repeated ‘and Jomed at a
common center. The™ tau cross is the same in
shape as the: Groek letter T, which is also called
tau, and was anciently considered as an emblem
of life. It was held to be a sacred mark, and
was placed upon the foreheads of those who
escaped from shipwreck, battle, of other great

peril of life, in token of their deliverance from |

death. This is why the tau is mentioned in “Eze-
kiel (ix, 4-6) as the “ mark set upon the forcheads
of the men ” who were to be preserved alive. The
name by which this emblem is known points to
its origin, and also the reason why i it was selected
as an emblem of life. The word fau is derived
from an Egyptian or Coptic root, meaning a bull
or cow, and the constellation anciently marking
the vernal equinox. This word, with a Latin or
Greek termination, is found in both those lan-
guages—Taurus (Latin), a bull, and Zauros
(Greek), meaning the same.
glyphic slgn of the constellation Taurus and the
vernal equmox is in this form, ¥, as an astro-
nomical sxgn, representing the face and horns of
abull It is now considered established that let-
ters were derived from the ancient hleroglyphs,
and, when the phonetic mode-of wntmg was in-
vented, many of those letters retained the name
of the object which' the original h:eroglyphs, or
pictures, were intended to represent.

- These hieroglyphs, in process of time, assumed
a form more and more arbitrary, so much so that,
at last, they lost dlmost all resemblance to the
original picture, of which, however, many of them
still retained the name. It was thus that the
drawing of the face and horns of a bull became

7

The ancient hiero- |

L

a mere outline, and assumed this form, ¥, as an

“astronomical sign. Even this ‘did not remain

permanent, for, after it came-to bé used as a let-

ter, it hsppened, either from carelessness or con-

Venience in writing, that the circle representing
‘the face of the bull became a straight line. The
same kind of a change appears t& have taken
place with the original “picture of Aries, or the

‘head and horns of a ram; whith, from.the actaal
- picture, became finally lxke this, P, its present

form as an astronomical sign. It was in just the
same way that ¥, Zaurus, became changed, as
shown by Fxg 8, sfter it came into use’ss 8 let-
ter. The next change was ds shown by Fig. 4,
and, finally, the semicircle of the horns, like the
circle formerly representing the face, became a

‘straight line also, and the character assumed this
+ form, T.- . Iy - .

These changes may be represented at one view, .

as follows : .
4

1 . T
g J 3 [ ‘ 5
The first of these is thé original hieroglyphis
picture of the head and, horns”of a bull; the

second is the astronomical sign of Zaurus, and,
as such, for astronomical purposes has retained

-that form, probably because so seldom thus used

in comparison to its subséquent employment as a
letter ; the third shows the transition of the sec-
ond into the fourth, after it began to be used alpha-
betically, and is one form of the Greek letter tau ;
the last is the Greek and Roman capital tau,
which is identical with the tan cross.  *

The' common name of all these characters, it
will" be observed, from the first pictorial repre-

-gentation of the head and horns of a bull, and
‘including the sign. T, is fav, meaning a bull or

cow. For the real name is tau, the “us” of the
Latin snd the “0s” of, the Greek being nothing
but the usual termmanon characteristic of those
languages. The Phanician pame of the letter
T, according to Rawlinson, is also ¢au, meaning,
however, “bread” in that language. Bat, a3
bread is the nourisher and “staff of life,” the
word is equivalent to the Egyptian “giver of
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life.” The real meaning and -figurative signifi-
cance of the Pheenician word for bread thus be-
comes at once apparent ; it may bave had a double
as well as a figurative meaning. Even in the
Egyptian the word bas a meaning suggestive of
agriculture and the raising of grain, out of which
bread is made, for the Coptic word tiour meant
a bull, and its verb athor meant to plow,

The constellation Taurus was anciently at' the

vernal equinox, and was considered by the Egyp-
tians (for reasons before.fully explained) the em-
blem of a perpetual return to life ; the sign Tau-
rus, and consequently the tau cross, thus became
the expressive symbol of the vernal equinox and
of immortality. The letter, or symbol, together
with the mythology connected with it, was adopt-
ed by the Greeks, perhaps, indirectly through the
Phenicians, for the Greeks claim to bave been
taught the letters by Cadmus, a Pheenician.  The
foregoing is probably the origin of the letter tau,
and the peculiar significance attached to it.

Rawlinson, in his notes to “ Herodotus,” Dook
V, Chapter LVTII, holds that the Grecks derived
their letters directly from the Phenicians, for the
reason that they are quite similar in form, and
that their names all have a significance in the
Phenician language of the object which they
were originally intended to represent ; while, on
the otber hand, their names have no meaning
whatever in the Greek tongue. In other words,
be argues that the names of the letters are Phee-
nician, and not Greek, and that, therefore, the
Greeks must bave horrowed their letters directly
from the Phenicians. This he shows conclusively
by the table of letters with their names, which he
gives. This list of names, however, proves just
as conclusively that the Phoenicians themselves
did not invent the letters, but siraply translated
their names into their own language when they
began to nse them. The names, translated into
English, are as follows :

A Bul), A Taling, A Prop,

A Tem, A Serpent, Ar Eye,

A Camel, - A Hand, A Mouth,

A Door, The Hollow of An Axe,

A Window, a Hand, A Head,

A Hook, A Pnck-suck, A Tooth, and
A Lance, Water, Bread.

A Fish,

‘The Pheenicians, it is certain, were a maritime
nation. They were wholly commercial in their
character, and the most renowned people of all
antiquity for their naval pursuits. Had they in-
vented the letters, the objects which the letters
most certainly would have represented would
have been of a marine and commercial uature.
We would expect to find ships, boats, sails, ropes,
rudders, anchors, chains, oars, and that class of
objects. None of these, however, appear ; on the
contrary, tic objerts are all pastoral or agri-
cultural in their character, indicative of a peo-
ple engaged in those pursuits—a people who used
the bull to plow with, and whose commercial
enterprises were not conducted on the sea by
ships. It is another significant and almost con-
clusxve fact that each and every ume of these
“objects,” cxcept ‘the camel, are found in pro-
fusion among the hieroglyphic pictures of the
Egyptians, and were in daily and familiar use in
all their written inscriptions, as we find them on
their monuments and sculptures even to this day.
This is true of no other anciert people, and the
conclusion becomes irresistible that the Pheeni-
cians, whose ships and traffic brought them in
frequent contact with the Egyptians, borrowed
of them their letters, or derived them from the
bieroglyphics of Egypt. They naturally, and
almost of course, translated the names of the
various objects and animals represented in the
bieroglypbs into their own Phwenician tongue.
This the Greeks, when they in turn borrowed
from the Pbenicians, did not do, probahly be-
cause, when the hieroglyphs reached them, they
had assumed a more arbitrary form, and ome so
far removed from the original pictures as to ren-
der any sach translation wholly unnecessary, if
not impossible. That the Phenicians, a people
preéminent for their ingenuity and skill, greatly

-improved on the Egyptian method, and reduced

the hieroglyphbs to a more strictly alphabetic and
arbitrary form and use, is highly probable, if not

.| cartain ; but that the originals of the letters, to-

getber with their names, first came from Egypt,
is also just as certain. The improvements which
the Phanicians made in the art of writing by let-
ters was, no doubt, as much due to the fact that
they were free from ‘certain religious restrictions,
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which harpered an advance in that direction by
the Egyptians, as to their own characteristic in-
genuity and national aptitude for scientific pur-
suits. ,
It may be urged, as an objection to our deri-
vation of the letter tau, that, in the Pheenician
and Hcbrew alphabets, the letter A is named
aleph, meaning a bull. The Greeks, also, called
the letter A alpha, adopting the Pheenician name.
But the sound of A is also represented in the
~ Egyptian hieroglyphs by the tau cross. The very

fact, therefore, that the Pheenician letter A was
named a bull, shows that the Egyptian tau cross
bad a name with a similar meaning, and did rep-
resent not only a bull, but specifically the sacred
bull called Apis, which, dccording to the Egyp-

tian system, gave it the sound of the letter A,-

for the use of a hieroglyph-as a letter followed
the first sound of the name of the object repre-
sented. It also shows that the allusion of tbe
tau cross of Egypt was to the vernal equinox,
and the constellation of the bull thereon, for
which reason it was an emblem of life and a re-
turn to life. Apis was the name of the sacred
bull, under which emblematic form the Egyptians
worsbiped Osiris, the sun-god. In the Chaldaic
alphabets it is the letter T which is said to have
been originally represented by a bull. In the
alphabet of Cadmus the letter T is a cross, simi-
lar to another of the Egyptian signs for.the letter
A. Now, if all these alphabets were in fact orig-
inally derived from the hieroglyphics of Egypt,
this is just that sort of confusion which we would
naturally expect to exist respecting the name and
form of the letters T and A among the earlier
alphabets of other nations, who translated the
names into their owr language, and began to use
them on the Egvptian system, and according to
the initial sounds of those names, -

In some of these alphabets the letter A, while
it lost the form of the cross, retained the name
of 2 bull, as no distinction would naturally e
made by other nations between that particular
bull named Apis, sacred to the Egyptians only,
and a bull generally.

In other alphabets both the name and form
might be retained, but the name being translated
into another language, the letter might be used

as the symbol of another sound. The Greek
Tauros and Latin Tzurus have the word tau as a
common root, which may have been derived from
the Egyptian or Coptic %au, a cow or bull, or
athor. The Arabic thowr, a bull, is evidently
the same as athor, the “a” only being dropped.
Such changes as these would cause the hiero-
glyphic sign of the bull to represent in some lan-
guages the sound of T in place of that of A.

The specific ancient Egyptian “emblem of
eternal life,” however, does not appear to have
been adopted in its complete form -by other na-
tions—that is, as a letter. Its form was abbre-
viated, although its symbolical meaning was re-

tained to some extent. The Egyptian symbol of
.eternal life, in its unabridged form, is as Lelow,

and was known in later times as the “Cruz 4An-
sata.” As will be seen, it is nothing more than
the “tau cross” surmounted by a circle, some-
times made somewhat oval in shape. The entire
hieroglyphic was probably originally the picture
of the bead and horns of a bull, surmounted by
the orb of the sun, thus cxpressing in a still
more dircct and specific manner the sun in Tau-
rus.

It was thus they were accustomed to represent
Apis. This symbol, from its constant use at first
as a sacred emblem, and, finally, as a letter, or
hieroglyphie, would naturally as-
rume more and more of an arbitrary
form. The face and horns of the
bull would gradually take the shape
of a cross, as hefore described, ani
the orb of the sun which surmounted
it lose somewhat its perfect circular
form. The whole hieroglyph would
thus finally assume an arbitrary’
form, like that here represented. If p.r ,xaara.
this conjecture be correct, it fully
explains wky this peculiar symbol denoted among
the Egyptians eternal life—the reason for which,
according to both Wilkinson and Kendrick, has
as yet remained in obscurity, (See Kendrick's
“ Ancient Egypt,” vol. i, page 254 ; Wilkinson's
“ Ancient Egyptians,” vol. i, page 277.)

This Egyptian emblem was subsequently
named the Cruz Ansata, or *“cross with a han-
dle,” because it was thought the circle was noth.
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ing. more than a handle for the purpose of carry-
ing the cross. It is, in fact, often represented as
beingso carried on the sculptures, but quite as
frequently otherwise. The following cut shows.
the “sign of life” held by the lower erd, in the
hand of the double goddesa of Truth and Justice.

'\m\\\\\\\\\\\\w/////////////////’

(WiLEwvsox.)

The idea advanced by some,-that it is a key, de-
rives little or no support from thé monuments; be-"
sides this, the Egyptian form of a key was entirely
different, as is seen from the drawing which accom-
panies our explanation of the masonic emblem of
“the key.” “The Crux Ansata was adopted by
the early Christians of the East as an -appropri-
ate symbol of their faith. The old inscriptions
of the Christians at the Great Oasis are headed
by this symbol, and ‘it is also found in some. of -
their monuments at Rome ™ (Wilkinson). Among
the ancients, the cross in this form, 4, was also
considered a sacred emblem, as it pointed to the
four quarters of- the heavens, and embraced both
the celestial and terrestrial hemispheres. It was
thus a symbol of the universe, and expressive of
the perpetunal life and endless duration of nature.
The Rosicrucians also taught that this form of
the cross was the symbol of light, because it con-
- tained in its formation the ancient Roman letters
LVX, lux, the Latin word for light. Whether
this beautifiil conceit was invented by them or
derxved~from ancient sources is unknown.

The tau cross is, as has been shown, an ancient"
symbol of Egypt, depoting salvation-and eternal
life. The triple tau, being a combination of the
tau gross three tites repeated, teaches us that
“we have an immortal part within us that shall

survive the grave, and which shall never, never,
NEVER die.,” (Masonic Lecture.)

. THE- ASTRONOMICAL TRIPLE TAU.
Q. Has the tr;ple tau any further astronomical

“signification ?

A It na.s—for- when the geometrical princi-
ples upon which it is erected ire analyzed, it will

|. be found to represent, symbolically, the Royal

Arch, together with 'its three principal points,
and many other astronomical particulars. In
order to explain this more fully, let us draw out
on our “trestle-board” a triple tan. We will

‘first draw the line 4 B (see following diagram),

representing the great equinoctial colure ; on this
describe a semicircle, and erect the Royal Arch
(see illustration on page 387). “Next distinguish
the two equinoctial points by two parallel lines,
in the same manner as the solstitial points are
marked in the emblem of “a point within a cir-
cle” (see page-61), Draw the line C D, repre-
senting the solstitial colure, and add the line X L,
representing the summer solstice and tropic of
cancer, in the same manner as shown in the em-
blem last. referred to. The lines at the extremi-
ties of A B are perpendicular to it, and in a
properly drawn triple tau the lines A &V, O P,
and K Z, are all equal to each other, and equal
to the radius of the circle which may be inscribed
within them. The radius of any circle is one
sixth of its circumference, and, therefore, is a
chord of an are of 60°. It therefore follows that

1 the line K L is divided

by the perpendicular ("
D into two parts, each
of which represents 30°,
or one sign of the zo-
diac. The same is true
of the lines M NV and
0.P, each of which is ~

o

[ divided by 4 B into parts representing a chord

of 80°. The line O P is thus the chord of the
two signs ° and ¥, the line K L is the chord of
O and @, and the line M &V of- Q| and ™, which
constltut.es 180°%, and takes us to the first point of
Libra (=), at the aatumnal equinox.

The first six signs of the zodisac, reaching from
the vernal to the autumnal equinox, and consti-
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tuting the Royal Arch of heaven, are therefore
represented with geometrical precision by the
exterior lines of the triple tau, while, at the same

SUMMER SOLSTICE .
95 I

SOLSTITIAL
COLURE
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ABTRONOMICAL TRIPLE TAU.

time, the line & L represents the summer sol-
stice, and the lines O P and M AN the vernal
and autumnal equinoxes. This geometrical anal-
yeis of the triple tau reveals the fact that it is a
striking symbol of the Royal Arch, the exalta-
tion of the sun therein, and several other astro-
nomical particulars. The preceding is a draw-

ing of what may be termed the, astronomical

triple tau. _
The three principal points of the zodiacal arch,

as explained on page 37, are emblematic of wis-
dom, strength, and beauty; on these the whole
arch of heaven seems to rest. The three parallel
perpendicular lines, as they represent those three
" points, are also emblematic of wisdom, strength,
and beauty, and, as a perpendicular line is the
geometrical symbol of a pillar, they may be eaid

to denote the three great masonic columns placed
in a triangular form. It was these emblematic
pillars that Job alluded to when, speaking of T.
G. A. 0. T. U,, he said, “The pillars of heaven
tremble and are astonished at his reproof” (Job
xxvi, 11). The three masonic columns of “ wis-
dom, strength, and beauty,” must not bhe con-
founded with the *pillars of the porch.” The
Jatter have a different emblematic meaning, which
has been already explained.

THE QUADRUPLE TAU.

That part of the zodiac embracing the sum-
mer golstice, and reaching from the vernal to the
autumnal equinox, was considered the most im-
portant and aacred by the ancients, becanse the

sun was therein exalted, and because it embraced
the whole of the seasons of spring-time and bar-
vest. It is that part of the zodiac only which is
therefore represented in the symbol of the
triple tau. If, however, we unite in one
emblem the triple tau and that of “a cir-
cle embordered by two parallel lines,” we
will bave a correct geometrical representa-
tion of the whole zodiac, the -four princi-
pal points of which will thus also be des-
ignated in a similar manner, by which it
will be seen that the two emblems are in
fact but parts of one complete whole.

~ The union of these two masonic em-
blems gives us the deévice which appears
between them in the above diagram,
wkich, as will be seen, is another ancient
and well-known emblem, sometimes called
the “cross of Jerusalem.” It consists of
the tau cross four times repeated, and joined at a
common center, which is really that of the zodiac.
The circlé about that center is sometimes exhib-
ited in this emblem, but is more frequently left
out, as not being required to express its meaning,
and adding nothing to its beauty. This emblem
would be more properly known under. the nsme
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of the guadruple tau. This emblem was brought
by the Crusaders from the East, and they, igno-
mnt of its true meaning, adopted it as the symbol
of their faith, from its sup-
posed resemblance to the
Christian cross.

The quadruple tau repre-
sents at one view the entire
universe. The central lines,
one of which is Aorizontal
and the other perpendicular,
thus crossing each other at
right angles, point to and embrace the four quar-
ters of the celestial and terrestrial spheres. - The
limits of the eun’s circnit among the stars, both
at the solstitial and equinoctial points, arc desig-
nated by the lines at the extremities of the cen-
tral ones, placed at right angles to bar the wajy.
Two of them represent the solstitial points, which
is in entirc harmony with the emblem of the
“circle embordered by two parallel lmes, from
which they are derived, as explained in our de-
scription of that emblem on page 61. The other
two, taken from the triple tau, represent the ver-
nal and autumnal equinoxes, as has been explained
in our remarks on the astronomical triple tau.
The quadruple tau, moreover, being composed
entirely of “right angles, horizontals, and per-
pendiculars,” contains within itself all the secret
signs of Freemasonry, a fact which I am not per-
mitted to further explain. It will, however, be
apparent to every “bright mason,” who can soon
study them all out for himsclf. .

. Q. Are there any remaining masonic emblens
which have not been explained ?

A. The gavel, the rough and perfect ushlur,
the twenty-four-inch gauge, the trowel, the plumd-
line and level ; also, the mallet, chisel, and pick-
axe, appertaining to the Royal Arch degree, have
not been astronomically explained, because all of
them are nothing more than the mechanical tools
of those operative masons and architects who (as
will be subsequently explained), after the DMys-
teries ceased to be celebrated, assumed entire con-
trol of our Order, and which they ingrafted into
the ancient ritual at a comparatively recent date,
as emblems of their art. Had they at that tim¢
invented the whole ritual, originated the entire

matter, no other emblems but those of a like ex-
clusive mechanical import would have been adopt-
ed. Those other sublime astronomical allegories
and pure scientific symbols, with the elevated
philosopby they teach, would never have been
found in Freemasonry. We are indebted to
Preston, Webb, and Cross for a fine moral ap-
plication of the gavel, twenty-four-inch gauge,
etc. They require no further explanation.

With the exception of these, all the other an-
cient emblems have been found to have an astro-
nomical origin and meaning. It.is also a strong
confirmation that no contradiction exists among
them when thus explained. The separate astro-
nomical explanation of each ore of them is in
perfect harmony, not only with all the others, but
also with the main central allegory of the annual
passage of the sun among the stars of the zodiac,
his death during the winter months, his return to
life at the vernal equinox, and his exaltation at
the summer solstice.

THE WORDS “MYSTERY” AND * MASONRY.”

Q. Is there any connection between the words
“mystery ” and “masonry ” ?

A. If, in fact, the masonic institution, 28 Mac-
key and Oliver both admit, was descended from
the ancient “Mysteries,” there should be some
close connection between the words “mystery ”
and “masonry,” even if the latter is not directly
derived from the former. The word *“mystery,”
which originally had an exclusive meaning, came
in process of time to have three different mean-
ings, all derived from the original one :

1. It was the name of the sacred drama which,
as we have seen, constituted the ceremony of initi-
ation into the secret religious associations of the
ancients, which were so named from the fact that
the “aspirant” for initiation was blindfolded.
The word “mystery ” is derived from the Latin
mysterium, from the Greek pvoripiov, from pvoris,
from pueiv, to shut the eyes.

2. In the middle ages it came to be applied to
a different sort of “sacred drama,” founded on
the legends of the Christian religion. These
“ Mysteries,” or religious dramas, were, bowever,
performed in public, and had no alement. of se-
crecy about them.
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" 8 Another use of the word “mystery ” arose
from the fact that all scientific knowledge was
formerly concealed in the ancient Mysteries, and
communicated only to the initiated. Great skill,
therefore, in any art which required scientific
knowledge, anciently implied -initiation into the
-Mysteries. Hence, in process of time, and even
after the Mysteries themselves were suppressed,
the word “ mystery ” was applied to any art which
required scientific-knowledge in addition to man-
ual dexterity. The art of architecture is one
which requires not only a proficiency in geometry,
but eeveral other sciences, In more ancient times,
owing to the peculiar position and comstruction
of temples, considerable knowledge of astronomy,
even, was required by the architect. This art was
therefore predminently above all others denomi-
pated a “mystery,” and the words ‘“mystery”
and “masonry ”—L e., architecture—became sy-
nonymous in meaning. .Architecture was thus
probably the first one of the arts called a “mys-
tery” ; this name, however, at length came to be
applied to all the arts without distinction, includ-
ing even those wholly mechanical.

There can be no doubt that all the early archi-
tects, at least, like the Tyrian artists who directed
the work at the building of King Solomon’s tem-
ple, derived the scientific knowledge required for
their profession from having been initiated into
the Mysteries of Dionysus. The word “ masonry ”
has been thought to be derived from several dif-
ferent roots, by different writers, but it is not so
far removed either in form or meaning from the
word “mystery ” but that it might not have been
derived either directly, or indirectly from it. In
fact, Hutchinson, in his “ Spirit of Masonry,” ad-
vances the idea that the word is derived from a
corruption of the Latin mysterium, but fails to
give any satisfactory reason for his opinion. The
foregoing considerations, however, tehd to show
that his conjecture is not without some. support.
The derivation of the word “mason” from the
French “magon,” a house, will only take us back

to the Mysteries by another path, for the word .

“magon” is derived from the Latin maceria, a
wall or inclosure, which carries with it the idea
of secrecy, and the exclusion of all who bave not
8 right to enter. Thus, all those who were not

initiated into the Mysteries were called the pro-
fane—i e., pro.fano, those without the temple—
and who had no right to enter at all times. The
words “temple ” and “house ” were also anciently
synonymous. (See 1 Kings vi, 7-9 ; also, 2 Chron.
ii.) Brother J. H. Little, formerly G. H. P. of
Virginia, derives the word “ Freemasonry ” direct-
ly from the Egypto-Coptic, and uses the follow-
ing language on the subject :

% Great mistake has arisen from the very name
we bear, and many do not understand what we
are, or what our name itself means. Masons are
not free, in the sense in which this word is some-
times used ; they are positively bound by abso-
lute laws, they are the slaves of truth and their
word—unqualified obedience is their duty. The
profane are free, the mason is not. The origin
of our name shows this. Our title is ‘ Freema-
son,’ and this is not an English word, nor is our
Order of English origin. The pame is not of
any of the languages of modern Europe, nor is it
found in the classic tongues of Greece and Rome;
nor is it a part of the languages of Syria, Tyre,
or Chaldea, nor is it Hebrew. More ancient than
all, it comes from a nation that had organization,
architecture, and literature, before Abraham first
beheld the stars glitter above the plains of Shinar.
It is from the language of ancient Egypt ; that
wonderful land where all antediluvian science and
art was preserved and extended, where a system
of priestly and kingly government was carried
out which has been the wonder of the world;
that-land where-merrof science, organized into a
close and secret organization, ruled ; where they
created a mystic language, and where they erected
those mighty works of architectural skill whose
undestroyed firmness still amazes the world—
among these ancient sages the sun was an ohject
of veneration, as the visible power of life and
light. In their language it was called Phre, and
in the same language mas means-a ckild. Hence,
being born of light, that is, knowledge of every
kind, pbysical, moral, and intellectual, they called
themselves Phre-massen—Children of the Sun, or
Sons of Light. They inculcated and practiced
purity and perfection-of the body, control of all
the passions, or moral purity, and devoted them-
selves to the intense study of all intellectual
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acquirements. Now, this is Freemasonry—we are
true Sons of Light.” (St. Louis “ Freemason 8
Monthly,” January, 1872.)

Q. How came operative architects, or masons,
to be the last custodians of t.he secrets of the an-
cient Mysteries? "

A, Tt has.no donbt been,a puzzle to more than
one, why the architects and temple-buxlders of
antiquity should have beén go intimately connect-
ed with the Mysteries, and thus have been ’in "
position to hand down their esséntial secrets and
philosophical teachirigs, from generation to gen-

eration, to those skilled workmen who came after |

them. In other words, how was it that the oper-
ative masons, or architects, Lécame special guar-
dnns, and their guilds, or associations, the depos-
itories of these philosophical mysteries? If a
good and sufficient auswer to this question can be
found, one great stumbling-block and source of
skepticism will be removed. This question wg
think we can answer. The ancient Mysteries, as
is well known, were celebrated in the hidden
recesses of the temples. In order to present the
grand and impressive dramsa of initiation, many
secret chambers, doors, and labyrinthian passages
had to be constructed within the interior ; also,
much ingenious mechanism, by which wonderful
and sublime spectacular effects were produced.
It was, therefore, a matter of necessity that the
building of a temple (except the bare outside
walls) should be intrusted only to those who bad
been duly initiated. Any “tattling mechanic ™.
might otherwise disclose the whole secrét. Such
operative architects and artists, therefore, who
were known and distinguished as the most cun-
ning workmen, were initiated in all branches of
the Mysteries, becaunse their services were imper-
atively necessary.

Among the omldmga uncovered at Pompeii is
a temple of Isis, which is a telltale of the’ Mys-
teries of the Egyptian deity, for the secret stairs

which conducted the priests unseen to an opening |-

back of the statue of the goddess, through whose-
marble lips pretended oracles were given anmd
warpings uttered, now lies open to the-day, and
reveals the whole imposition. (<A Day in Pom-

peii,” “ Harper's Magazine,” vol. ii.) “ When the
sages of India conducted Apollonius to the temple

of their god, singing hymns and forming a sacred
march, the earth, which they struck with their
staves in cadeace, was agitated like a boisterous
sea, and raised up nearly two feet, then calmed
iteelf and resumed its usual level . The act of
sink:ng with their sticks. betrays the necessity of
warmng wcrkmen, who were placed beneath, to
raise a moving stage covered with esrth—an op-
eration plainly effected by the aid of mechanism,
very easy to be comprehended. *It is probable &
similar secret ‘existed in other temple& English
travelers who visited. the remains of the temple
of Ceres, at Eleusis, observed that the pavement
of the sanctuary is rough and unpolished, and
much lower than that of the adjacent portico. It
is therefore probable that a wooden floor on a
level with the portico covered the present floor,
and concealed a vault designed to admit of the
action of machiunery beneath the sanctuary for
moving the floor. In the soil of an interior vesti-
bule they observed two deeply indented grooves,
or ruts, and a8 no carriage could possibly be
drawn into this place, the travelers conjectured
that these were grooves to receive the pulleys
which served in the Mysteries to raise a heavy
body—*perhaps,’ said they, ‘a moving floor.” In
confirmation of this opinion, they perceived fur-
ther on otber grooves which might bave served
for the counterbalances to raise the floor ; and
they also detected places for wedges, to fix it
immovable at the desired height. These were
eigbt holes fixed in blocks of marble, and raised
above the floor, four on the right and four on the
left, adapted to receive pegs of large dimensions.”
+We are also informed that, in order to descend
into the_cave of Trophonius, those who came to
consult the oracle placed themselves before an
gperture apparently too narrow to admit a mid-
dle-sized man; yet,- as soon as the knees had
entered it, the whole body was rapidly drawn in
by some invisible power. The mechanism used
for this purpose was connecoted with other ma-
chinery, which at the same time enlarged the
entrance to the grotto. The person who went
to consult this oracle was obhged to make cer-
tain sacrifices, to bathe in certain rivers, snd to
anoint his body with oiL. He was then clothed
in a linen robe, and, with a cake of honey in his
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hand, he descended into the grotto in the manner

before described. What passed ‘there was never

revealed, but the person on his return generally

looked pale and dejected. The individual-whose

name this cave bore was aun architect of great,
skill, and, in conjunction with his brother, Aga-’
mides, was the architect of t.he templg of Apollo,”
at Delphi ; and they were, of course, the designers
and oonstructors of all the mechanical secrets of
that temple, no doubt far mere ingenious and ter-
rifying in their nature thun those of the oracular
cave just described. The Mysteries being also
celebrated in the temple, the demand for secrecy
was unperauve, and the priests, fearing that the
initiation of Trophonius and Agamides would
not insure their silence, resorted to assassination.
The brothers were desired by the god, through
the priests, to be cheerful, and to wait eight days
for their reward ; at the end of which period they
were found dead in their beds—the result of poi-
sop, or some other secret means of murder. (See
Salverti’s “ Philosophy of Magic,” vol. i, Chapter
X1)

Instances might be multiplied of the secrets
involved in the construction of ancient temples,
which made it a matter of necessity that the
architects should be initiated, if allowed to live.
But enough bhas been advancéd to make it plain
that the initiation of operative architects was a
matter of absolute necessity. When the Mys-
teries were discontinued, after the advent of
Christianity as the state religion of the’ Roman
Empire, it was no longer necessary for the tem-
ple-builders to belong to any such organization,
but by that time operative architects had found
that the bond of union which the initiation into
the Mysteries had established among them was
useful and profitable. It enabled them to keep
the higher secrets of their art among themselves,
thus giving them a monopoly of the whole busi-
ness of temple:buildidg. They were thus also
enabled to assume an independence and conse-
quence, upon which followed the favor of princes
and those high in authority, who desired their
services to erect a palace or build s cathedral
The operative architects, therefore, kept up their
secret organization, and thus preserved the occult
tie which originally united them in the Mysteries,

’

of whose legends, signs, and emblems they be-
came the last custodians, after the Mysteries
themselves had fallen into disuse, and ceased to
be celebrated either at Athens or Rome. Thus
originated those mysterious “trayeling Freema-
gons” of the middle ages, who left so many
“massive monuments of their skill” as early as
the ninth and tenth centuries. .Thus, also, orig-
inated those famous guilds of operative masons
.of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth cen-
taries. No other hypothesis will satmfactorily
account for the strange character and mysterious
nature of those secret associations of operative
architects.

©  Although the Myst.enes themselves are traced
back hnstoncally to the days of ancient Egypt,
yet there is no chronological impossibility, or
even improbability, of their connection with the
societies above mentioned, for they were cele-

-brated in some form as late as the eighth and per-

haps twelfth century, while the traveling Free-
masons are traced back to the eighth or tenth
centu: Notwithstanding the celebration of the
Mystenes was prohibited by the Christian em-
peiors succeeding UdtEtantine, s being Gonnected
with the pagan worship, yet many of their rites
continued to be observed under assumed names,
and the pretense of convivial meetings, for a
long time afterward (Gibbon, Chapter XXVIII).
Maximus, Bishop of Turin, writes in the middle
of the fifth century against the ancient worship,
and speaks of it as if existing in full force in the
neighborhood of his city. The Eleusinian Mys-
teries at Athens, indeed, seem to have enjoyed s
special exemption, for Gibbon informs us that the
Emperor “ Valentinian immeédiately admitted the
petition of Prmtextatus, proconsul’of Achaia, who
represented that the life of the Greeks would be-
come dreary and comfortless if they were deprived
of the invaluable blessing of the Elensinian Mys-
teries.” This petition was, no doubt, accompanied
with an assurance that the secret doctrines taught
in the Mysteries, being those of the unity and
spiritual nature of God, and the immortality of
the soul, were not inconsistent, but rather in har-

’mony, with the Christian religion, which would

account for the petition being so promptly grant-
ed. The Mysteries-at Athens, in consequence,
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although suspended, do not seem to have ever
been totally suppressed, but continued to be cele-
brated in some form as late as the eighth century.
It is also certain that the Mysteries, under various
forms, continued to be celebrated in Britain and
on the Countinent as late as the tenth century.
Dr. Oliver says, in his “History of Initiation,”
% We are assured, on undoubted authority, name-
ly, from the bardic writings of that period, that
they were celebrated in Wales and Scotland down
to the twelfth century of Christianity.”

This brings us down to an era when it is ad-
mitted on all hands that the traveling Freemasons
existed, by whom, some claim, our fraternity was
jnvented. It is not, however, claimed that the
Mysteries in their purity or original splendor
existed at so late a period. No doubt they had
become corrupt, and many’ of their secrats been
lost. No doubt they had become obscure, but
still they existed, impressed with their original
character. The connection is therefore close be-
tween them and the mysterious secret rites and
ceremonies of thosesocieties of operative masons
and architects above mentioned. YWhen, in proc-
ess of time, the celebration of the ancient Mys-
teries in a modified form was confined to these
associations of operative architects, for the rea-
sons before given, then it was that the term Free-
mason began to be descriptive of the initiated.
This would more rationally account for the pres-
ent name of our fraternity than the ingenious
derivation of the words “frec-mason ” from the
Egyptian roots, Phre-massen (Children of Light),
as advanced by Brother J. H. Little. .

Salverti, in bis “Philosophy of Magic,” is o
the opinion that the occult sciences, possessed by
the secret societies of the middle ages in Europe,
were derived from tbe learning taught in the
Mysteries. .He says 2 “It is certain that, in that
age of ignorance, learned men have conveyed the
charge of their knowledge to secret societies,
which have existed almost in our day. One of
the brightest geniuses who shed- honor upon
Enrope and the human race, Leibnitz, penetrated

into one of these societies at Nuremberg, and, .

from the avowal of his panegyrist ” (Fontenelle,
“Eloge de Leibnitz”), “obtained there instruc-
tions which, perhaps, he might have sought for

in vain elsewhere. Were these mysterious re-
unions the remains of the ancient initiations?
Everything conduces to the belief that they were,
not only the ordeal and the examination, to which
it was necessary to submit before obtaining an
entrance to them, but, above all, the nature of
the secrets they possessed, and the means they
appear to bave employed to preserve them.”

"(See “Philosophy of Magic,” vol. i, Chapter

X1)

Baut if, as Salverti learnedly argues, the scien-
tific secrets of the Mysteries were thus transmitted
to the secret societies of the middle ages, we may
be certain that not only the form of initiation in
substance, but also many of the.legends or scien-
tific allegories, as well as the symbols and em-
blems connected therewith, were also handed
down in a like manner, and the same may prob-
ably be said of many of the signs and modes of
recognition. In this conmnection it is worthy of
remark that none of the pass-words of Freema-
sonry are either English, German, or French, nor
indeed of any modern spoken language. Had
Freemasonry been invented, or fabricated, either
in Germany, England, or France, such would not
have been the case. We might as well expect to
find the armies of France, Germany, England, or
America, using Coptic, Chaldean, and Hebrew
countersigns, as the Freemasons do, had our fra-
ternity originated in eitber England, France, or
Germany.

THE ANTIQUITY OF MASONRY.

Q. What is the probable antiquity of masonry?

A. There can be but little doubt that the Mys-
teries, from which, as we have seen, Freemasonry
is the direct descendant, were first arranged when
Taurus was on the vernal equinox, Leo at the
summer solstice, and Scorpio at the autumnal
equinox. The solar allegory, as banded down to
us, shows this to be the fact. As the rate of the
precession of the equinoxes is known, we can cal-
culate when the vernal equinox was in Zaurus.
Such a calculation will take us back about four
thousand two hundred and eighty_years. ‘J'he
antiquity of masonry is thus writfen on the face
of the starry heavens—a record which utters mo
falsehoods.
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FREEXASONRY NOT SUN-WORSHIP.

Q. Is it to be understood, from the foregoing
pages, that Freemasonry is rothing more than a
fragment of an idolatrous form of sun-worship ?

A. Such is far from being the case, nor has
anytbing becn advanced in the foregoing pages
which, unless wholly misunderstood, gives any
countenance to such an idea. In the introductory
chapter it was fully shown that the Mysteries
themselves, in their primitive and uncorrupted
form, taught the unity of God and the immor-
tality of man as their cardinal doctrines, and that
the sun was but a symnbol of him whom “the sun,
moon, and stars obey, and beneath whose all-see-
ing eye even comets perform their stupendous
revolutions ” (Masonic Lecture).

Though in all parts of our ritual, from the
threshold to the altar, and from the altar to the
penetralia (as in the ancient Mysteries, from
which Frcemasonry has descended), the profound-
est truths of science and true religion are tanght
and illustrated by astronomical allegories, yet no-
where do we find, even in its most ancient por-
tions, any prayers, invocations, or adoration, ad-
dressed to the heavenly bodies themsclves, The
sun and the hosts of heaven are only used as em-
blems of the Deity—a sacred symbolism, with
which the Bible itsclf abounds.

In more ancient times, when false and idola-
trous forms of religion ruled all the civilized na-
tions, masonry protected the worshipers of the
true God. This was not only true in Rome and
in Greece, where Socrates and Pythagoras fell
wmartyre to truth, but also in Palestine. When
we call to mind the long succession of Hebrew
“kings “who did evil in the sight of the Lord,”
and sacrificed to Baal “upon the high places and
in the grove,” a crime of which even Solomon was
guilty in his old age, we can easily see that, ex-
" cept at certain favorable epochs, it was not gafe,
“no, not even in Judea,” to deny the actual di-
vinity of the sun, moon, and stars. The Jews
stoned the prophets just as the Greeks persecuted
the philosophers. The great debt that not only
religion but science owes to masonry can bardly
be estimated.

In its ritual, as we bave seep, most of the

truths of astronomy and geometry are illustrated
and- perpetuated. -And it would be no stretch
of the imagination to say that, if all, whether of
books or manuscripts, were swept out of existence,
the ritual of our Order, as orally communicated,
would alone be sufficient to transmit to future
generations a knowledge of the true God and a
correct code of morals, as well as the leading
principles of science, whereon to build anew the
great temple of knowledge.

IL
CONCLUSION.

Tris work might with perfect propriety have
been named “ A Defense of Freemasonry "—

1. Against the assaults of those who stigma-
tize all its claims to a remote origin as delusive
and false. This class of objectors assert that the
Order is of no great antiquity, having originated
late in the middle ages, in a union of operative
stone-masons, builders, and carpenters, who thus
sought to kecp secret the practical arts of their
craft, and also by a coiperative combination to
be able to control- the business of arehitecture,
and fix the rate of wages for skilled workmen, on
the same principles of the “trades-unions” of
the present day. Such organizations, without
doubt, did exist, but they could never have origi-
nated the profound, beautiful, and scientific as-
tronomical allegory of the masonic legend. This
has already been made evident to the reader, with-
out argumeat. .

2. Against the absurd.claims of a class of over-
enthusiastic masonic writers, who, going to the
opposite extreme, affirm that masonry originated
in the garden of Eden, by inspiration of God ;
that . Adam was the first Grand Master, be being
succeeded by Enoch, Shem, IHam, and Japheth,
Abrabam, Moses, Solomon, and so on down to

" General Warren, who fell at.the battle of Bun-

ker's Hill! These well-meaning enthusiasts, pro-
voked by a lively imagination, see masonry in
everything, and claim that every structure ever
built, from the Tower of Babel and the pyra-
mids to King Solomon's temple, the Colosseum at
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- Rome and St. Paul's Church in London, were
built by the self-same Order which now assembles
.in its lodges in Europe and America, Asia and
Africa, under the name of Freemasons, These
absurd claims only serve to bring masonry into
-ridicule, and cause judicious persons to laugh at
onr supposed credulity, thus doing the fraternity

more real harm than the former class, who really |

accord us a very respectable age of eight or ten
centuries. T

One great stumbling-block in the way of ra-
tional investigation is caused by extravagant ex-
pectations, and an unphilosophical demand for a
too exact correspondence between alleged ancient
masonic organizations, and the emblems relating
to them, with modern masonic bodies, theif de-
grees, emblems, verbal rituals,*and the modern
version of our ancient legends. Many worthy
brothers, among whom are some of much: learn.
ing, seem to entertain the idea that unless.we go
to the full extent of demonstrating that the an-
cient Mysteries were identical in all-respects with
modern masoury, including not only our present
ritual and lodge-work, but also the division and
order of the degrees, that our arguments amount
to nothing, and afford no proof of the antiquity
of our fraternity.

Nothing less, I fear, woiild convince this class
of investigators than the discovery of the wbole
ritual and catechism, beginning at “ From whence
" came you?” ctc.—as authorized by the Grand
Lodge of their State—sculptured ini bieroglyphics,
or written in Coptic on a roll of papyrus from an
Egyptian tomb. Certainly all such ¢xpectations
are unreasonable and unphilosopbical. Rest as-
sured we will never find any proof that lodges
cxactly like ours, presided over by a TWorshipful
Master and Wardens, and conferring the Entered
Apprcntwe Fellow-craft, snd Master’s degree, ex-
isted in ancient Egypt. Frcemasonry, like the
Christian system of theology and mode of wor-
ship, has undergone many modifications since the
day of its advent ; yet, like Chnstxamty, it has
preserved its identity, as well as all of its vital
principles and most exalted features.in all ages.
Although in masoury tbere has been no “apos-
tolic succession,” beginning with the Grand Hiero-
phant of the Osirian Mysteries and ending with

the present highly respected Grand Master of
New York, yet the identity of our Order can be
traced from a remote antiquity just as satisfac-
torily as the identity of the Christian religion can
be traced from our Protestant churches (who
deny all “apostolic succession ") on beyond the
Reformanon, and throngl\ the.Catholic Church,
with, in’earlier times, its half-pagan rites, back to
the plains’ of Judea and the advent of Christ.
Nor does the vast difference which such s view
of Christianity discloses, in doctrine, practice,
ritual, and mode of worship at different eras in
the past, or at present in different lands and
among different sccts, at all obscure the real
identity, of the Christian system in all ages since
its_promulgation. In like manuner the antiquity
of our fraternity and its identity are established—
not so much by any such close correspondence of
our present ritual and emblems with those of an-
cient times (as some.investigatory illogically look
for), as from other considerations. It is quite
enough if we are able to discover in ancient times,
when polytheism was the dominant state religion
in all nations, societies possessed of similar or-
ganizations, and, like Freemasonry, teacbing the
two great “doctrines of the unity of God, as ONx
Erer~xaL Spiritual Being, and the immortality of
the soul of man—societies like masonry, secret in
their nature, and possessed of twords, signs, and
other occult modes of recognition, also of similar
but not identical form of initiation, the cere-
monies of which were foynded npon a similar
legend, allegory, or myth, the same in substance,
and only differing as io the name, era, and nation-
ality of its hero—societies which taught the same
truths by similar and in many cases the very same
emblems, signs, and symbols. These things cer-
tainly demonstrate the identity of modern Free-
masonry with those ancient organizations, just as
conclusively as the identity of modern Christian-
ity, as a system of religion, with that of the first
century or any intermediate time, is established
by a like train of reasoning and correspondences.
If, on the contrary, we confine our attention to
the present condition of Freemasonry, as dis-
closed in the various degrees and “rites” into
which it has divided itself, just as Christisnity
bas split into Catholics and Protestants, and the
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latter again into rumerous sects—if we regard
nothing but the verbal form of our ritual—it is
easy to show that masonry is not of any very great

antiquity. The date and even the authorship of

some parts of our verdal ritual can be and have
been traced, but neither the Chevalier Ramsey
nor yet those who met at the famous “ Appletree
Tavern,” in 1717, were the founders and invent-
ors of Freemasonry, any more than Luther and
Wesley were the authors of the Christian religion.

If we view masonry from a rational stand-
poin(, and contemplate its mystic legends and
allegories in their substance, without regard to
the modern language in which they are now
clothed ; if we investigate the meaning of its
ceremonies, without regard to the specific words
now used in comducting- them ; if we study the
signs, symbols, and emblems, disregarding the
erroneous modern explanation given to.many of
them—the ‘great antiquity of masonry is.at once
apparent. It is now admitted on all sides that all
the ancient Mysteries were identical, and had a
common origin from those of Egypt,  conclusion
whiclr bas been reached by the same method of
reasoning and comparison. The legend of Osiris
is the parent stock from which all the others came,
but in Greece and Asia Minor the name of Osiris
disappeared, and those of Dionysus and Bacchus
were substituted, while in the Hebrew-Tyrian
temple legend the name of Hiram is found.” The
claim, however, that the legend of Hiram is an
actual history, descriptive of events which really
took place about the time of the building of King
Solomon’s temple, must. be abandoned by the few
who still blindly cling to it.

Masonry can no longer hope to stand without
criticism in this age of inquiry. There is a apirit
abroad which does not hesitate to catch Antiquity
by its gray beard, stare into its wrinkled face,
and demand upon what authority, of right rea-
son, or authentic history, it founds its pretensjons.
The masonic tradition can not hope to escape ex-
amination in its turn ; and, when it is examined,
it will not stand the test as claiming to be Aistor-
fcally true. If, then, we bave no explanation to
offer, it must be discarded, and take its place
among many other exploded legends of the past.
By showing, however, that it is not intended as

an actual bistory, but is really a sublime allegory
of great antiquity, teaching the profoundest truths
of astronomy, and inculcating, by an ancient sys-
tem of types, symbols, and emblems, an exalted
code of morals, we at onte reply to and disarm
all that kind of criticism. The masonic Order is
thus placed on a loftier plane, and assumes a posi-
tion which challenges the respect and admxratxon

_of both the learned and virtuous; the learned,

because they will thus be enabled to recognize it
as the depository of an ancient system of scientific
knowledge ; the virtucus, because the Order also
stands revedled to them as having been in past
ages the preserver of true worship, and the teacher
of morality and brotherly love. It has been the
boast of masonry that its ritual contained great
scientific as well as moral truths. While this was
plainly the fact as to the moral teachings of our
Order, to a large number of our most intelligent
brothers the key which alone could unlock the
masonic treasury of scientific truth appeared to
have been lost. We believe that key is at length
restored; for, if the masonic traditions and legends,
with the ritual illustrating them, are regarded
as astronomical allegories, the light of scientific
truth is at once seen to illuminate and permeste
every part. If the explanation given in the fore-
going pages is correct, any person who fully un-
derstands the meaning and intention.of the le-
gends and ceremonies, symbols and emblems of
our Order, is necessarily well informed as to the
sciences of astronomy and geometry, which form
the foundation of all the others.

. And whyis not'the explauatlon ‘sorrect? Have
you ever considered the “calculus of probabili-
ties,” as applied to a subject like this? That
masoory should contain a single allusion to the
sun, nngbt happen, and imply nothing. _The
same might besaid if it contained but three or
four ; but when we find that' the naine of ‘the
Order, the form, dimensious, hghta, ornaments,
and furniture of its lodges,. and all the emblems,
symbols, ceremonies, words, and mgm, without
exception, allude to the annaal cirouit of the sun
—that astronomical ideas and solar symbols are
interwoven into the very texture of the whole
institution, and, what is still more significant,
that there is such a Aarmony of relation existing
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between all these astronomical allusions as to
render the whole ritual capable of a perfect and
natural interpretation as an astronomical allegory,
which is also one'and complete—the prohability
that it was originally so intended is overwhelm-
ing, and amounts to a positive demonstration,
There are millions of probabilities to one against
the theory of the allegory being accxdental and
not designed.

Can any reasonable mind suppose that, when
Bunyan wrote his ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress,” the story
was an allegory of the trials and triunmphs of a
Christian life by an accident only, and that the
author of it never intended or designed the alle-
gory at all? Yet the astronomical allegory of
the masonic legend pervades all parts of it, and is
just as complete and perfect when examined as the
allegory of the travels, combats, adventures, and
temptations of the hero of “Pilgrim’s Progress.”
The probability that Bunyan wrote his book with-
out any intention of making it an allegory, and
that it became so by accident, is just about as
reasonable an idea to entertain as that the masonic

legend and the emblems illustrating it were not-

originally designed to be what we have shown
that they are—a profound and beautiful astro-
nomical allegory.

As to the antiquity of masonry, that, we have
shown, rests on an astronomieal basis, and enables

us to mathematically demonstrate its remote ori- -

gin, independent of the uncertain and dim light
of ancient history or tradition. It is true that its
exact date can not be fixed, but the proof that
masonry is of great anmtiquity, and was founded
by men of profound knowledge and exalted vir-

tue, is conclusive : men of great learning, because’

their scientific knowledge lies embalmed in their
work to this day ; men of exalted virtue, because
our ritual inculcates a code of morality never
eqnaled or_excelled until the promulgatxon in
Iater times of the New Testament. .

The method by which the-annual progress of
the sun in the zodiac is illustrated, in our expla-
nation of the masonic allegory, also affords a key
to the greater part of ancient mythology, the tales
of which are founded upon the same basis, and
are but so many different allegories of the same
astronomical facts. When these stories were first

. invented by the learned, for the twofold purpose

of preserving and concealing the truths of astron-
omy, the parallel was, of course, more perfectly
preserved in each, throughout the whole narra-
tive, than it is in the forms in which they have
come down to us. Being orally transmitted, they
underwent, in the lapse of long periods of time,
material alterations ; and particulars, not in entire
harmony with the original allegory, were intro-
duced in order to make the stories more in corre-
spondence with the incidents of actual human life.
The vulgar, who did not understand the true
meaning of these astronomical parables, were
most prone to make these changes. For these
reasons the parallel and allegory will not be
found perfect in every particular in some of
them, yet in all of them enough remains of the
original featurcs to render it easy to illustrate
them and their true meaning, without any mate-
rial alteration of the zodiacal diagram by which
we have explained the masonic legend of Hiram.,
It would, no doubt, be interesting to thus explain
and interpret other mythological tales of antiq-
1ity, but the desired limits and special purpose
of this work forbid. Having, bowever, pointed
out the key which will unlock them all, and the
method by which to conduct such an investiga-
tion, those of my readers who are curious in such
matters will find their time not lost if employed
in a more extended examination, from an astro-
nomical point of view, of the poetical and won-
derful adventures of the gods.

‘Whatever doubt may rest upon the origin of
masonry, or obscurity exist as to the people among
whom it first was established, it is certainly the
most venerable and ancient of all existing insti-
tutions organized by man. The very obscurity as
to its origin, which is lost in the dim distance of
by-gone ages, testifies to its real antiquity. Its
lodges exist in all lands, and the sound of the
Worshipful Master’s gavel, as he ealls the breth-
ren to” order, “ following the sun in his course,
encircles the globe.”

Ita principles are as universal as its diffusion.
No difference of race or color, country, clime,

. language, or religion, excludes any worthy and

moral man from our Order. Only the atheist,
the madman, or the fool, the vicious, imbecile,
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depraved, or degraded, are forbidden to enter our
ranks, and share in all the rights, honors, and
benefits of our ancient fratemxty

At our assemblies meet in harmony the Chm
tian, the Hebrew, the Mohammedan, the Buddhist,
and the Brahman, the followers of Confucius and
the disciples of Zoroaster. At the masouic altar
all these may offer their adoration to the same
great Being in whom they all believe, the supreme
great Architect of the universe—thus presenting
a sublime spectacle of the “fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man.”

The institution has frequently in times past
gone through the fires of persecution, but only
to rise again with its wonderful vitality renewed,
and the purity and truth of its principles vindi-
cated. At the present day it is not only one of
the most popular, but also one of the most power-
ful and widespread, of all organizations.

While the fraternity is day by day drawing

to its ranks the most intelligent and virtuous:

everywhere, a growing interest is also manifest
among the members of the Order itself, and a
disposition to inquire more fully into its origin
and history, as well as to study its peculiar and
beautiful system of ancient symbolical instruction.
It is to be hoped that this newly awakened in-
terest among masons will inctease and bear abun-
dant fruit, for in the ritual and emblems of our
Order is a treasury of useful knowledge and sub-

lime truth which at every step will amply re-
ward him who diligently seeks. The subject is
profound enough to enlist the highest intellect
and the most accomplished scholarship. These
investigations should be aided by all masons, and
those engaged in them be encouraged to bring
the results of their labors into the lodge-room, and
communicate them for the benefit of all the breth-
ren. Our assemblies would thus be made more
interesting, and great benefits in various ways
result to the fraternity.

It is the hope of the author that this work
will at least aid in ‘creating a greater interest
among masons as to the history of our Order, and
the true meaning of its ancient and wonderful rit-
ual. It is not expected tbat all readers will adopt
the views of the writer ; it is quite probable, on
the contrary, that some will emphatically dissent
from them, and, maybe, violently oppose them.
But if those who disagree with the author are
only induced to take a more enlarged view of the
whole subject than formetly, and if in their opin-
ion the writer is wrong in his theory as to the
origin and signification of certain portions of our
ritual, will themselves endeavor to discover the
true solution, he will be amply satisfied with the
results of his labors; for, although the author
may not have discovered the truth himself, be
will, perchance, thus be the cause of others doing
50, and in this he will have his reward.
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