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4 ~EJV WORDS TO THE JU.SO .. VIC FR.ATEllNJTY. 

by which any of the ess~ntial secrets of the craft 
are placed in peril ; nor is there a particle of in­
formation given which can be of use to unprinci­
pled persona, however acute, who might desire to 

Ts:s writer of this work was for a long time impose themselves upon the fraternity ae having 
in considerable doubt as to the propriety o~ its a right to ita benefits and honors. The masonic 
publication-not because be boo any lack of faith reader should also bear in mind that many things 
in the truth of the theory it advocates, but from b the following pages, which are to him full of 
a fear that the revelations it contains might be masonic signmcance, will appear to the uninitiated 
thought unlawful according to a strict construe· but an expt'ellsion of some of the simplest facta in 
tion of the ml80nic obligation. But, after con- the science of astronomy, long established and 
suiting with many conscientious as well as elni- kncwn to all. 
nent members of tbe fraternity, the author was Says Gadicke, a masonic 15riter of repute: 
confinnea in his belief that nothing is said in the " With the increat!e of enlightenment and rational 
book which disclc:ea any of the useneial secret_. refte~~ion, it is adlnitted that a brother may both 
of the order. speak and write much upon the order without be-

. The "essential secrets" of freemasonry are de· coming a traitor to its secrets. • • • Inquiries into 
fined by Dr. Oliver, in his" Dictionary of Symbol- the history of the order, and ehe 'f"ff8 meaning of 
ical Masonry," As consisting of nothing more" than its hierogl'!f?l&icd and csremoniu by learned breth­
thc signs, grips, pass-words, e.nd tokens essential ren, can not be considered trllason, f<.r the order 
to the preservation of the society from the inn;ada itself recommenda the study of it.s history, ani 
of impostors, together with certain symbolical em· ~at every brother should instruct his fello'Wir aa 
ble1'DB, the technical terma appertaining to which much u possible. It is the same with the printed 
lf'.rve as· a sort of u~iversal language 1-y which the explanation of the moral principles and qmioZ. 
members of the fraternity can distinguish eac-h of the order. We are recommended to study 
other in all places and conntriee where lodgee are them incessantly, until we have made onre&lves 
iaatjtuted." Now, although in the fcllowing pages muten cf the valuable information they contain ; 
the muonic ~radition u to the history of an im- and, ;,ben Olll' leamed and cautious brethren pnb· 
.purtant masonic 11ersonage ia freely alluded to, liah the result of their inquiries, they ought to be 
JlOYhere is there anythiug said, or even implied, I most welcome to the craft." These remarb of 
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Gadicke er4 quot-3.1 1l'ith approbation by l'r. Oli­
ver, who hit'lsclf says, in the intrJduction to n!s 
" Laucb:c&l"ks , ~ . 

"No '!:YJI"Uh:sis can be more untenab:e than 
that which forebodes evil to the masorlic institu­
tiou from the pnblication of amen~ific treatrac.s 
illustrative of i~c phibsophy and moral tendency. 
The lodge lectures, in thei,- most ample and ex- · 
tended f~rm. howe't"er pleasing and instructi-v:e · 
soever they may ·:,6, are uo1aatisfactor-y and incon· 
clusive. They are merely eiecent&ry, :rand do not 
amply aild completely illustrate any one peculiar 
doctrine. .As they are usually delivered in nine 
tenths of our lodgoea, they are monotonous, and 
not perfectly adapted to the end for "'hich they 
are framed, or for the e1fect they are intended to 
produce. For this reason it is that literary and 
acieDtific men, who have been tempted to join our 
ranb in the hope of opening a new aourc~ of in­
tellectual enjoY-ment, and of rec3hing an accession 
of novel ideas for their refection e.nd delight, so 
frequently retire; if not with disgust, at least with 
mi%ed feelings of sorrow and regret, at the un-

• 
:r.Iany masone who do not make themselves 

famil~ar with the standard and autbc~ed ma­
sonic authors, like Dr. Oliver in E11glaud, and 
Pike, Mackey, and Morris in ..t:..merica, are not 
aware bow freely many parts of our ritual are 
'~token of by b1·others occupyil'g •.he mcst di~tin· 
g'lished pGsitions in the fraternity. 

In this wo;-k " I have been l!crupulous1y care­
ful about the admission of a single santence from 
the peculiar lectures of reasonry l"hich bas not 
already ai>peand in a printed Jorc in one .Jr 
other of cur legitimate publications." 

In speakir•g of th'! masonic traditions r.nd 
legends, I have used no grgater freedom than 
other masonic Wl'iters whose 'IVorks are author­
ized by the highest masonic bodies in England, 
Germany, France, and .America ; and, in view 
of all these considerations, have come to the 
conclusion that it was not wise to permit an un­
necessary and unrequired degree of caution to 
longer delay the publication of truths which are, 
as I am persuaded, of great ir.1 portance and in 
terest to the craft . 

II . 
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.profitable aacri.lice of so much valuable time which . 
might have been applied to a better purpose." Ee 
adda that, "if the authorized lectures of masonry 

. were amplified and illustrated, inch instances would 
not ODly rarely occur, but our lodges would become 
the resort of all the talent ed intelligence in the 
COIIDtry." 

Dr. Mackey, w4o in America holds the highest 
n.nk as a masonic writer, says : "The European 
illUCD6 are far more liberal in their views of the 
obligs.tion of secrecy than the 'English or Amen.: 
cane. There are few things, indeed, which a 
i'Nnch or German masonic Wl'iter will refuse to 
diacuas with the utmost frankness. It is now be­
gimamg to be very generally admit!ed-and Eng­
lish and American writers are acti11g on the ad­
mission-that the only real GJJO'ff'Mta (essential 
secrets) of freemasonry are the modes o>f reccgni-

. ~o~ and the peculiar and distinctive ceremonies 
of the order, and to lAue kul it is claimed that 
referenee may be pulJlicallg ma,U for the purpose 
or a:ientjjlc invueigation, previ<!ed ~t the ref­
erence be mad~t so ., to be o'!»eslln t.c the p:ofane 
and intelligible only to the ~till~'' (Symbnl· 
iam-Synoptical Inde:z:, .Apu·rlutcl.~ 

~1:P we closely e.:a:amine the elder forma of 1'6-

ligious worship, we will find in most of them that 
God is worshiped under the symbol of the sun. 
This ill not only true of those nations called pagan, 
but we a!P.o find in the Bible itself the sun alluded 
to as the most perfect and appropriate symbol .>f 
the creator. The sun is the moat splendid ani: 
glonous object in nature. The regularity of ita 
course knows no change. It is " the same yester­
day, to-day, a.nd for ever." It is the physical aud 
magnetic sour·Je of all li£& and motion. It~~ light 
ia a tnta of sterna! truth ; its warmth of univ81'Ril 
benevoience. It is theret-:.re not strange that man 
in ali ages has selected the sun as the highest and 
m~ perfect emblem of God. Thlll"e is a nahiral 
ttndency,. however, in the human ~d, to . .,._ 
found tll symbols with the penon or thing wbic.ll 
th'!y wee lit first only intended tc illustrate. In 
tile coame o' ~ime we tberetore 6nd that most 
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na.tiona forgot the worship of the true God, and only imparted to those who were initiated into 
begau to adore the sun itself, which they thus the )baTBJU.a. The profane and vulgar crowd 
deited and penonified. The sun thus penon.ified wert~ kept i11 darkneaa, :md believed in a.od wor­
waa made the thl!me of allegorical history, em- ahiped a real Hercules or Jupiter, whom they 
blem4tic of his yearly paaaage through the twelve thought actually lived and performed all the ex­
constellations. ploita and underwent all the trauformationa of 

The zodiac is the apparent path of the •un the mythology. 
amol!g the stars. It was cfivided by the ancients By thne means the priests of Egypt ruled the 
into twelve equal parts, composed of cluste"'l of peopie with a despotic rower. 'rhe fables of the 
stan, named after "living oreatares," typiC31 of mythology diPclosed to them grand scientific 
the twelve months. Tbis glittering belt of stan truths, and to them only. 'l"be very stories them· 
was therefore called the zodiac, that word mean· ae!ves se"ed to perpetuate those truths for the 
ing "living creatures," being derived from the benefit of the initiated, and also formed an easy 
Greek word s:odiakol, which comes f1·om zo..on, an vehicle for their transmission. Books were not 
animal. This latter word is compounded directly only rare and difficult of multiplication, but it is 
from the primitive Egyptian raclicala, so, life, and also probable that, in order that scientific bowl· 
on, a being. edge might be concealed, it was considered nn· 

The &liD, as be pursued his way among these lawful .to commit it to writing. If in apeocial 
" living creatures " of the zodiac, was mid, in eaaea it became an absolute neceaaity to do so, 
allegorical language, either to assume the nature the aacred hieroglyph& were employed. These 
of or to triumph over ~e sign he entere<t The were known only to the initiated ; there was an-. 
IUD thus became a Bull in .7burt~a, and wn.s wor- other sort of written characters used by the com­
ehiped as such by the Egyptians under the na.me moo people. (Rawlinson 'a " Herodotus," Appeu­
of Apia, and by the Assyrians as :Uel, Baal, or diz to Book n, Chapter V.) 
BuL In Leo the sun became a Lion-slayer, Her· Science was thus for the most part orally 
oules, and r.n Archer in BagittaritUJ. In PiBt:eB, tmnsmitted from one hierophaot to another. 
the Fishes-be was a fiah-Dagon, or Vishnu, the While an abatriZSe and dUiicult lecture is not 
fish-god of the Pbiliatinea and Hindooa. When easy, either to remember or to repeat, on the c.lD· 

the sun enten Capricornr~~ he reaches his lowest trary, a mythological tale can with eaae be re­
aou~ero declination ; afterward as be emerges tained. in the memory and communicated to an­
frcnn that sign the days becomu longer, and the other, together with the key for ita interpretation. 
Sm grows rapidly in light and heat ; hence we These fables, therefore, ae"ed a threefold pur­
are told in mythology that the SUD, or Jupiter, pose: 1. They kept the secrets of science from 
was suckled by a goat. The story of the twelve all but those wh~> undentood the key to them ; 
labon of Hercules is but an allegory of the p• 2.. BeiDg themselves easy to remember, they 
sage of the sun through +..be twelve signa of the served, on the principle of the art of rmumonil-.a, 
zodiac, an~ past the conatellationa in proximity or artificial memory, to keep alive the recollection 
thereto. of scientiio facta which otherwise might be lost ; 

The beautiful virgin of the zodiaa, Yirgo, a. Being the meana of keeping the people ir. ig­
together with the MOOD, under a score of ~er· norance, by their 1188 the priests were enabled 
ent names, furnishes the female element in these to rule them fih.roagh tbeir superior kuowleclge of 
mythological stories, the wonderful adventarea the secreta of oature, which gave them the power 
of the gods. These fables -are moat of them of workiDg apparent miracles. 
abaaJd euough if undentood .. real histories, bat, The science m which the Egyptian. priesthood 
the allegorical key beiug give, many of them. were moat proficient, and which they most jeal­
are found to oontain profound and aublime aatro- ouly guarded, Will that' of astronomy. The peo­
~oal tratha. This key was Nligioualy kep( ple worshiped the san. moon, ancl atan as gods, 
1801'8& by the prielta and pblloeopbera, u:.d was • and a knowledge of their true D&t1U'e won.lcl have 
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at once put an end to the inftuenae of the priests, Adot~is (the Lord, or sun-god) is slain, but re­
who were believed by tl?c ignorant and supenti- turus to life again for six months each year-thus 
tiona crowd to be able t~ withhold or dispense, dying in the fall and winter months and retuming 
by prayen, invocations, and sacrifices, the divine to life again during the spring and summer. 
favor. The priest of a pretended god, when once The ritual of the Mysteries in Egypt, India, 
his god is exposed, stands bef«;~re the world a con- and Greec~ was founded upon this legend, in 
victed impostor. To deny ~he divinity of the some form, of the death and resurrection of the 
11un, moon,· and stars, or, what was the same penonified sun-god.' 
~g, to permit science to disclose their true The Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris and Isis were 
nature to the masses of the people, was conse- in the form of a mystic drama, representing tb~:~ 
quently held by the ·priesthood of ~gypt as the, death· by. violence of Osiris (the sun-god), the 
highest of crimes. By a knowledge of astronomy · search for his body by Isis, the Moon, and its 
the priests were able to calculate and to p~edict finding and being raised to life and power again. 
eclipses of the sun and moon, even~ beheld with In the celel,lration of the.'le Mysteries the neophyte 
npentitious awe and fear by the multitude. See- . was made to perform all the myllterious wander­
iDg how certainly these predictions, when thus · inga of the goddess amid the moat frightful scenes. 
made, were fulfilled, the priests were credited He .was gtiided by one of the initiated, who wore 
with the power to foretell f?tber events, and to a mask representing a dog's head, in allusion to 
look into the future generally. So. they cast ho· the bright ~ Sothia (Sirius, or the dog-star), so 
10100pea and assumed to be prophets. called because the rising of that star each year 

Of course, a kn~wledge of astronomy di1fused above the horizon just before .day gave warning 
among the people would have been fatal to these of the approaching inundation 'of the Nile. The 
pretensioaa. The facts of· astronomy were there- word Sotl&ia means the "barker," or "monitor." 
fore, for these reasons, most carefully hidden from The candidate was by ~ guide conducted 
the common people, and the priesthood only com-· through a dark and mysterious. labyrinth. With 
municated them to eaeh other, veiled in allegori- much pain 'he struggled through involved paths, 
cal fables, the key to which was disclosed to him over horrid chasms, in darbesa and terror. At 
only who had taken the highest degrees of the length he arrived at a stream of water, which be 
Mysteries, and given the most convincing proofs was direeted to pass. Suddenly, however, he was 
of his fidelity and zeal. · assaulted and arrested by three men, disgttiBed in 

The names under which the sun was penoni- grotesque fonns, who, taking a cup of water from 
iad were many, but the one pat feature, most the stream, forced the terrified candidate to fint 
prolific of Cables, was h~ great decline in light drink of it. This was the water of forgetfulness, 
and heat during winter, and his renewal in glory by· drinking which all his former crimes were to 
and power at the vernal equinox and summer· sol- be forgotten, and his mind prepi.red to receive 
atice, which gave rise to all that clas11 of legends new instructions of virtue and truth. 
which represent the sun· god (under various The attack of .7)n>hon, or the spirit of dark­
.names) as dying and being restored to life again. ness, typical of the evil powers of nature, upon 

Thus we are told, in the Egyptian sacred le- Oriria, who is slain, was also enacted as the in­
gena, that Oai,.U, or tile San, was slain by)yplaon, itiation progressed, and amid the most terrible 
a gigantic monster, typical of darkness aod . the scenes, during which the "judgment of the dead" 
evil powen of nature. The body was placed in was also represented, and the punishments of the 
a cheat, thrown. into the Nile, and swept out to wicked a:hibited as realities to the candidate. 
ee:L Iaia, or the lloou p~rsonifie~ as a go4dess, The search for the body of Osiris, which waa 
l'lollllaCks the who~e earth in search of the body,· concealed in the mysterioua chest or "uk," fol­
which she finds horribly mutilated. She joins th~ lowed. The mutilated remains were at last found, 
diuevered parte, and raisea him to life again. and deposited amid load cries of sorrow aud cleo · 

lD the Greek mythology we are told that apair. The initiation closed with the return· ef 
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Osiria to life and power. The candidate now 
beheld, amid etfulgent beams of light, the joyful 
mansions of the bleaaed, and the resplendent 
plains of paradise. 

"I saw the sun at midnight" (says Apuleins, 
speaking of his own. initiation into the Mysteries 
of Isis) "shining with ita brilliant light, and I 
approached the presence of the gods beneath, and 
the. gods of heaven, and stood near and worshiped 
them." (See "'Metamorphoses.") 

At this stage of .the initiation, all was life, 
light, and joy. The candidate was himself figu· 
ratively considered to have risen to a De'!" and 
more perfect life. The past was dead, with ·all 
ita crimes and unhappiness. Henceforth the can­
didate was under the especial protection of Isis, 
to whose service be deilicated his new life. (See 
Apuleius.) · 

The sublime mysteries of religion and the 
profoundest teachings of science were now re­
vealed to him, and satisfied his thirst for knowl· 
edge, while the posaeaaion of power as one of 
the hierarchy gratified his. ambition.· 

The Mysteries of all the other nations of an­
tiquity were quite similar to those of Egypt, and· 
were no doubt derived from them. 

In India the chief deity was triune, and con­
sisted of Brahma, the Greator, Vilhnu, the P1·e­
aerver, and SiiJa, the Destroyer. . Brahma was 
the representative of the rising sun, and the oth­
ers respectively of the meridian and the setting 
sun. The aspirant h.aving been sprinkled with 
water and divested of his shoes, was caWied to 
cii-cumam bulate the altar three times • 

.At the east, west, and south: points of the 
myRtic circle were stationed t-riangularly the 
three representatives of the sun-god, denoting 
the rising, setting, and ~eridian su~ Eaeh time 
the aspirant arrived in the south he was made to 
e~claiin, " I copy the example of the sun, and 
follow his benevolent course." 

.cUter further ceremonies, consisting in the 
main of solemn admonitions by-the cbief Brah­
mau to lead a life of purity and holiness, the aspi· 
rant was again placed in charge of his conductor, 
and enjoined to maintain. strict silence under the 
't!"'ere8t penalty ; told to atuDJDon up all his forti· 
ade ud betray no aymptoms of cowardice. · 

Amid the gloom then began bewailinga for 
the loaa of the sun-god Sita, followed by cere­
_monies of fearful import, and scenic repreaenta· 
tions of a terrible nature. The candidate was 
made to personify Vishnu, and engaged in a con· 
teat with the powers of darkness, which, as the 
repreae.ntative of the god, he subdued. This waa 
followed by a dazzling display. of light, and a 
view of Brabma exalted, glorified, and trium-
phant. . 
. · In Persia the candidate ;wa8 prepared by nu­
merous lustrations performed with water, fire, and 
honey. A prolonged fa.Jt... ~ty days in a 
gloomy cavern followed, where· in solitude be 
endured cold, hunger, and stripes. ' .After this the 
candidate was introduced for initiation into an­
other cavern, where he was received on the point 
.C?f a sword presented to, and slightly wounding, 
his naked left breast. He 'Yaa next crowlied with 
olive, anointed with the sacred oil, and clad in 
enchanted armor. He was then taken through 
the Beven stages of his initiation. .As he trav­
ersed the circnitous mazes of the gloomy cavern 
his fortitude was tried by fire and water, and by 
apparent "combats with wild beasts and hideoaa 
forma, typical of the evil powers of nature, in 
the midst of darknesa, relieved only by taahea of · 
lightning and the peali.Jig of thunder. He was 
next made to behold the torments of the wicked 
in Had.._ This was followed by a view of Ely­
aium, and the initiation concluded by a display 
of divine light and the final triumph of OrmfAIJ, 
the sun-god, over .all the powers of darkness. · 

In Greece the Mysteries wwe denominated 
the lesser and greater Mysteries. .A chosen few 
only were admitted to the latter, and they were 

: bo~d to secrecy by the moat frightful oatha. 
The Eleuainian .Mysteries were performed by 

the .Atheniana at Ele~ every fifth year, and 
were subsequently introduced at Rome by .Adri­
an. These Mysteries were the same u those of 
Orpheus. .A magnificent temple of vast extent 
having beeD erected for their celebration at Eleu­
sia, they aubaequently became known as tbe Eleu.· 
aiuian Mysteries. The principal ofllcen who con­
ducted the ceremonies were the Bieropha!R, the 
Torch-Bearer, the Priest, the .Arohoa, or Xing, 
and the Myatagogu~ 
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The hierophant appeared seated upon a mag· 
nific6nt throne, adoJ'lled with gold. He was 
1lressed in a. royal robe ; OYer his bead a rainbow 
".Vas arched, and there also the moon and seven 
stars were teen. Around his neck was suspended 
a gol~en g!ube. 'l'hcse expressive symho!s all 
point out ~he fact that the hierophant repre­
sented the sun. Before him \\"ere twenty-four 
attendants, clad in white robes and wearing 
golden crown!!. 'l'hese rcprcs~mted the twenty· 
four ancient constellations of the upper hemi­
sphere. Around him bureed with daz::Iing ra­
diance seven lights, denoting tbP. se\"cn planets. 
The torch-be.or.,r, whose duty it '\\'a. .. to lead the 
procession when the wanderngs of Rhea com· 
menced in search of t.be body of the lost god, 
may have been intended to reprc.'l<'nt the feebler 
light of the moon, since Rhea aml Cerco!l were 
both identical, according to llcrodot.os, with the 
Egyp,ian Isis. The duty of the mystagogue "'as 
to impose silcmce on the assembly, ancl command 
the profane to withdraw. The priest officiated 
at the altar, and bore the symbol of the moon, 
being, like the Egyptian priests of Isis, devoted 
to her servic~. 

The archon, or king, preserved order, offered 
also prayers and sacrifices, compelled all unworthy 
and uninitiated peraono to retire at the order of 
the mystagogue, and pouiahed aU who presumed 
to disturb the sacred rit.es. The aspirant was 
required to pass through a period of pro'l)ation, 
:luring which he prepared himself by chastity, 
fasting, prayer, and penitence. lie was then 
uresaed in sacred g~ents, crowned with myrtle, 
and blindfolded. After being thus " duly and 
truly prepared" he was delivered over to the 
llystagogue, who began t.ue initiation by the pre­
scribed proclamation : 

" &as, ezas, este BelJeloi I"-(" Depart hence, 
aU ye profane ! ") 

"The aspirant was then conducted on a long 
and painful pilgrimage through many dark and 
circuitous passages : sometimes it seemed to him 
as if be were ascending steep billa, walking over 
:flinty ground, which tore his feet at every step, 
and again down deep valleys and through dense 
and clitlicult forests. Meanwhile as Le advanced, 
sounds of terror surrounded him, and he heard 

the fierce roar of wild beasts and the hissing of 
serpents. At length, the ba.udage being removed 
from nis E'yes, he found himself in what seemed 
a wild and unc1utintcd country. The light of 
day never ll<metra.tl.'<l this gloomy !'egion, and a 
Jla)c and Rpectra) gJar~ just served tO ught up tbe 
horror.q of the scc:>nc. Lions, tigers, hyenas, :md 
l"enomous serpr.~t:-: menac<'d him at nery poi"lt, 
while thundcor, lightning, fir~ and "·ater, tempest 
and enrthquak~, t.ltre:ttened the destruction of 
the entire world. He hartlly recovers from his 
llUl'Jlrisc and terror, his eyes no sooner become 
accustonu:d to the twilight nf the place, than he 
discover:: h(•forl' him a huge irun cloor, on which 
is this imwripriun : 'HI! wbo "·ould attain to the 
highest anJ mo!\t p<'J'fect stat<', and ri!K! tt> the 
sphcorco of absolute bliss, must be purified by ji.,.e, 
ail•, aucl ,.,tf'r.' IIc had !l~nrcely reatl th€!se words 
wh<'n the door turned nn its hiugcs, and be was 
tbru11t into a ''ast apartment ah1o shrouded in 
gloom" (Arnold). 

Tl~en bcogan the wanderings of Rhea in search 
of the r~mains of Dacchus, bur body begirt with 

· a serpe-nt, and a finming torch in her hand, utter­
ing as she goes wil<l and frantic shrieks and Iam­
entnt.ions for her loss. Those already initiated 
join in, and mix their bow!ings with hera, blended 
with m'>urnful music. By means of certain me­
chanical contrivances (see Salverti's "Philosophy 
of Magic," voL i, Chapter X ; also, Brewster's 
"Natural .Magic") the plains of Tartarus. were 
presented as realities before his eyes. He bebald 
tbe fiames amid which the wicked su1fered the 
purification by fire. Behind him yawnt>d a ella­
mal and dark abyss, from which issued a burning 
wind and voices of woe and stdfering. Approach­
ing the brink he looks down, and sees some sus­
pended on the sharp points oi the rocks, and others 
impaled on a mighty wheel, which turned without 
ceasing, thus working their way toward heaven 
thro11gh the purgatorial air. The purification by 
tDater was represented by the horrors of a gloomy 
Jake, into which souls leas guilty were plougecl 
Apuleius also alludes to this purification by fintt 
air, and water. He says, "I approached the 
confines of death, and, having trod on the thnah· 
old of Proserpine, I returned therefrom, 'beiJtg 
borne through all tLe elements., 
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As the aspirant thus wanders among these 

startling sce~es, 11urrouncled by the wild cries ancl 
lamentations of tb~ ~oddess and her train, at a 

Ot-IBI&. 

'1'1~ !(lid ia re)1relentt~l emblPmmtleally 1111 a m3n with a h1all'e 
IIL'Ild, hiurol!'lyphiwllr dt>nuting tho !IUD in TuuniL ln nne 
band he holcho the: »ytnbol of 01emal life, ln th•• other tho 
c:mhle1n nf power. ab.,ve wWch &pJwars tbc: JlllDIC: of the 
~rnd in hierogl~rhie.~, whic:h, by n ~<inguliU' wiucidc:ll'-1!• l11 
eo•nroaed almost cotlrely ot Dl&dOnlc emblelllll. 

signal from the hicrophant a surlden tum is given 
to their feelings. The gloom begins to disappear, 
and thttir cril.'s of grief are changed to joyful and 
triumphant shouts of "EttreJ.:amc~&, eurekamna/" 
("We have found it ! ") The euresis, or discovery 
of the body, is then celebrated, and the mangled 
form of the murdered sun-god restored from death 
and darkness to life and light and power . 

.Another iron gate, heretofore concealed, is 
now thrown open. The Orphic hymn is chanted, 
and a splendid spectacle of the ElysiAn fields and 
the bliss of the purified presented. The four-and­
twenty .attendants of the bieropbaut prostrate 
themselves before him, and, amid strains of sol­
emn music, the neophyte receives the benedic­
tion and inalructiona of the hierophant. (See 
Bev. A. C. .Arnold's " History of Secret Soci­
eties".; Bishop Warburton on the " :Mysteries " ; 
Oliver's "History of Initiation " ; .Apuleiua'e 

" Metamorphoses , ; and &lverti's " History of 
llagic.") 

The Mysteries of the ('ctbiritt, or I1a6iri, of 
Samotbrace, were to the same effect, and were dt'­
rived from the s.'\me Egyptian source-the Mys· 
teries of Osiris an<l Isis-which they perhaps fol· 
lowed more closely. '.rbe canditlate, after a tenu 

1 of probation, was purified by water and blood, 
I made to sacrifice a bull and a ram, and to drink 
l of two fountains, the o~e caJI,.,J Lc·tlw (oblivion) 

I : 

11118 "'-SD 1102l"8, 

GJIOSTIO GBII OF 1818. 

"l'ail wu wife of Oalria and mother of Rol'lll. She wu origi­
nally the aoddess of the earth, ami aftenrard of the mooD. 
Tile Greeia identlfJ her bo&b with Demeter, or Cena, aacl 
witla Io.•-&mit~a'• "Clualeal DlaUOII&J1." 

and the other .Mnemo.tyru~ (memory), by which 
meuae be lost the recollection of aU of hie former 
mimes, and preserved tbe memory of his new in­
etractioDS and VOWL 'I'hie is e.uctly similar to 
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the Egyptian Mysteries. The candidate was next I by an invisible choir, and all the scenes of ter· 
conducted to a dark cavern, and thence' through ror multiplied. 

DIONTIIt'8, OR BACt'II!'S. 

horrible scenes ~hn.iiar to those bef~re described. 
The walls were clothed in black, aud he w.as sur­
rounded by all the emblems of decay and death. 
Terrible phantoms passed and repassed before 

CERES, llE.\IETEB, lSI&, ETC. · 

him. A bier rose up at his feet, and on it 
was. a coffin and a dead body, representing the 
e1ain sun. god. A ftmeral dirge was chanted 

These fearful visions were brought to a 
close by a flood of dazzling light. AJI the 
emblems of death vanished. The dead body 
Of the BUD-god OD• the bier was raiscQ and 
returned ·to life amid demonstrations of joy 
and triu~ph. The candidate was tht>n in­

. structed, sprinkled with " ·at£•r, and a. new 
uo.:me given him. This new name, together 
with a mystic token and sign, wa:; engraved 
upori a small white stone' and prl'sented to 
him. · 

The )Ipterie~ of Dionysus were the sam~ 
as the Eleusinian and those of Bat>chus, Di­
onysus being but one of the nanws of Hac­
elms. 
Th~ Dionysiac . 1\Iysterles nnd thoi.t- of tlw 

Kabiri preniled in .Asia .Minor, and spread 
tlu·ongh all the cities of Syria. IliruTII, Ki''9 of 
Tyrc, was undoubtedly the high-priest of these 

·nr' 

VI!UlO. 

Virgo Ia the sl:rn the ~un enters in .A ngust, nnd 'lriiS depicted 
in the JOdiac holding in her haDda tht> erubicJUI of the 
ba"est. The id~ntity of Cert'a, the !;'oddc!l of the bar· 
vest, with the con!ltcllation Virgo, is ljUitc plllin. This 
flgun~ of the fntltful virgin was phtced in lhc r.odiAC u 
emblematic of the han·cat seuon, becau.•c the aun Ia ID 
thoee mrs at that time. Tbe word "'\"irgo" originally 
implied not qnly a rirgln, but any Yirtuous llllltron. By 
&D utronomical o.llegory thill •lrgln of .August bec:Ame a 
goddeu, who dcacendcd to the earth, prcaidod OYer tiM 
harYcA, taught m&Dkind agriculture, and •u worlhlped 
\Ulder ftrioua D&Dlea. 
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Mysteries at Tyre, and the iDstitutiott continued 
to exist in Judea as late as the time of Christ, as 
a secret society knowu as the z..nu. (''His­
tory of Sec~t Societies," tiy Rev. Augustus C. 
.Arnold.) 

From the foregoing descriptions o~ the dHfer-. 
ent Mysteries, it clearly apptsan that the main 
facts of the legend of the deat'h of the sun•god 
and his return to life, al! illustrated and celebrated 
in them all, are substantially the same, having 
been derived from the same source-the Mys· 
teries of Osiris and lais. Th~ death of the sun­
gc)d, '\\·bom the " aseirant ·~ dra~atically repre­
sentf!d, was the main characteristic of them all. 
So intimately were the ideas of. death and initia­
tion connected, that in the Greek language the 
same '\\"Ord expressed both ideas, for i-~A.wrt~v is 
to die, and -rw&a6tU to be inititrted. (W' arbur­
ton, "Div. Lg.," Book II, s. 4.) The namu, how~ 

. ever, by which the personified sun-god was known, 
varied with the language of the people: 

" Ogygia me Baccbum vocat; 
Oairilf Egyptua potat; 
llysi Pla&Dlleelll nominailt; 
Dionuson Incli eziatimaDt ; 
Romaoa sacra Liberum; 
Arabica gena Adoneum." . 

-Ausomus, ~m so. 
But, although the legend of initiation was thus 

substantially the same in all the civilized nations 
of antiquity, yet it must be bome i;n mind that 
the allegory of the death and return to .life of the 
slm-god was naturally and necessarily modified 
in its minor details so &I! to conform to the dif­
ferent conditions of climate and order of the sea­
sons, which prevailed in the various countries, 
into which it was adopted from Egypt. The 
Egyptians divided the year into seasons pelluliar 
to themselves, consequent upon the exceptional 
nature of their country, where all agricuJtnral pur­
snits were dependent upon and regulated by the 
yearly inundation of the Nile. They divided the 
year into three seasons of four months each :. the 
first was called the season of t'' Plane.," and orig­
inally included November, December, Juuary, 
and February ; the second was termed the sea­
son of "~mng," or "H"'"'ut," and included 
Jiaroh, .April, Kay, ud Jue ; the third was 

known as the season of " WaUl-•," or ~ InunclG­
eion," .alluding to the overflo""· of the Nne, and 
o~iginally·consiated of July, Angus~ Septembv, 
and October. (Rawliason's • Herodotus," voL ii, 
page 288.) If we ins~ribe an egttilatmrl triangk 
withiJi the circle of the zodiac, placing .7hurw 
on the vernal equinox, and Leo at tbe eummer 
iol;Btice, aR was the ·case when the Egyptian sea­
sons wr-rl• first divided, we will have a correct 
representation of the ancient. Egypdan year. 

... . 
o2 • 
II 

ocT 

But, in the course of time, owing to the want 
of a correct knowledge of the true. length of the 
solar ye&.J', these seasons changed, and thoae of 
&1llll1Dtr fell in winter. It was therefore fonnd 
to be necessary to make a correction of the cal­
endar, which was done. by obsen-ations. taken of 
the hellaeal rising of the dog-star &tAN, or 8lri­
'"· .In their aacred calendar, however, the Egyp­
tian priests appear· to have l"etained the " vague " 
or indefinite year of three hundred and sixty days, 
so that the festivals of the gods illust~ting the 
legend of Osiris might pass through all the dif­
ferent seasons of the year. (Wilkinson's "AD­
cient. Egyptians," vol. ii, chapter viii-5 : This igno­
rance of the true len~h of the ROJar year produ~d 
also a similar confusion in the times of cele~ratiDg 
the festival of the gods in other countries, so that 

. a festival,'' originally intended (for iqstance) to 
celebrate the arrival of the sun at· the 81UIUDer 
solstice, with appropriate cenmonies, might come 
to fall in winter, when· the nature of thoae cere­
monies had DO harmony with the ~D. -la Jike · 
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manner a festh·al, originally int~uded to celebrate I stance, the advent of ~tpring was anciently marked 
the new birth of the sun at the '1\;ntl!r solsticC', I by the entrance of the snn among the starR of 
would in proeess of time come to be held in tho the constdlation Ji.mrttll, it is now marked by 
summer, and thus be in utt~r violation of the solar his appearance among the stan~ of the l'<>nstclla· 
allegory. Thi:>, of course, had the ~tfect to eu- tiuu Piar.cs. The nnturl' of this J>heuomt•non and 
tirely hide, or greatly obscure, the original solar the astronomical dumgcs whiC'la it l1as }Jrucluc••a 
allu11ion of thl'se festh·alll, and it was probably for will be mm·e fully t'Xl'lainc!l in tbe following 
this reason that tht• Egyt1tian pril.'ithuod retained i chapter. 
the "vague" year in tlu•ir sac:-l!d cnlcntlar. I lu our astronomiC'al <'Xplanation of the m::t:octmic· 

The negl'-oct of the fraction of a year in the tmclitions, lcgl·n<ll', ancl t.'Utblems. all thcl'e t·au~<'~, 
calendar dot•!l not appear to amount to mud1, but, thus teucling to obscure and modify the ori:;innl 
owing to this C:llllle alone, the Dl'St of .Jauunry in :<tJlar aUe~ory, will ue tnkt·n into ~C(·onnt, and tlw 
the time of .Julius Cresar had fallen back !'O as to same astrouoruit•ally aclaptc·d. for oiJ\"ioueo re:tllnnl', 
nearly coincide with the autumnal C'quinox. C;.es:tr to tht• atitruuomical t·!mditions exi~oting iu c·nnn­
corrected the calendar, but, in orcle•· tv 1!0 ~>o. "·as triel4 nMth of the equator at tht! tim!! of tbc.• bnil•l· 
obliged to maku an cxtrncmiinury year ~~r fvnr iug of ){ing Solonwn's tt>TII)'ll•, and 11omc thrtoc or 
hundred and forty-five days ; thi~ was c:dlt•ti i four hunJn•d yeari' immt•fli:ttc•ly ht!fore awl after . 
.. the year of ('(JJJftu;ion., This ('OJ'r<'ctiou m:ule I Somf.' of the Dl:l:o>OIIic emul~m!!, however, must 
by Cm~~ar did not prevent the ret•urreuce of the 1 be referred to a pm•it11l much earlier, and soml.' tu 
same evil, for in JII'OCt:Sll of tim<' it wa:- fouucl a much latl•r tlatl', for it must he reul\~mucrccl 
that thl' St'&."tlD" :1guin began to c)illabrrcc with the that till' :t~<l.rouomit-al lt·,rl·n<L'I ancl c•mhll'mll of 
almanac:, and the r<'ligious festival!! of th" Chris- Irii<.'m:uwury did not all ori¢nate at the same 
tian Church, likl' those of its ltng:m pr~dect''i.~or, l"'liod of timt• nor among the.- same )l('uplt:. Tlu·: 
began to fall out of place. 'rbi!l lccl to the co1·· all, however, harruonize in tht.•ir alJegorit:al ruethntl. 
rection IJl&(le uy Pope Gregory, 111111 the suhse: aml !ltrictly eonfunn tn tilt' statE' of the bcavens, 
quent adoption of oul' present mctlwcl of kt'Cping anti a!'trouomical condition~, and tbe order of the 
the calendar corrcC't. The :.olar allegory, when it K<.':lKOll~, ns well as the de!gree of scientific knowl­
"'llras introduced into countrit's north of E~~·pt. and eclge of the era and rountry in '1\'hich they rl'spt.>C· 
whose agriculture W&S not re~nlateU uy the OYCr• th·<.')y originated and became incorporatl'd into 
6ow of the Nilt>, wru; modified, a11 we have seen, that ~ystcm of symbolical instruction then ah·eady 
in some particulars, in order to harmonize the <.'Xi..sting, and now known as masonic. 
allegory with the climate and order of Kt':l."OD!I It is the intention of this work to show-1. 
which prevailecl in tho11c countries ; but any want· 'l11at the masonic tradition is but ODl' of the nu­
of corresponclencc that subsequently exi.'lted be- I nwrous ancient allegories of the yearly passage 
tween the festivals, originally iutended to celc- 1 of the personified Sun amoug the twelve constel· 
brate tltE: summer and winter sulstiees and thr ! lntion11 of the zodiac-being founded on a system 
vernal and autumnal equinoxes, ancl the true time 1 of :u;tronomical symbols and l'mhlemll emJ>lOyt:d 
of the sun's arrh·al at those points, was due to an j for the purpose of teaching and iJlustl"ating the 
imperfect calendar, resulting from au ignorance t"'ll.·o great truths, of the being of On spiritual, 
of the true length of the solar year. invisible, omnipresent, and omnipotent GoD, and 

.Anotht=r eaullt' "·hich bad the etfect to obscure the immortality of the ao11l of man. 2. That, 
the original astronomical signification of the while these two great doctrines were also origi· 
mythological tales of antiquity is the phenome- nally taught in all the ancient l!ysteries, by the 
non known as the" preceuiun of the equino:a:u," use of the same astronomical allegories aDd sym· 
which bas also changed the order of the seasons, bola, freemasonry alone retained its primitive 
so far aa the same is marked by the entrance of truth aud purity, while the others degenerated 
the ann into particular constellations of the zo.. into a corrupt system of solar worship. The aun, 
diac, at certain periods of thA year. .As, for in- originally intended as a rymbol only of the true 
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\iod, \\"as in time confounded with the penon of 
Gud himself, and thus itself worshiped as a god. 
In freemasonry, on the contrary, it would appear 
that the €!Xact reverse of this process has taken 
place, for, while the idea of God as an invisible 
spiritual being has been rev~rently kept alive, on 
the other hand, the original symbolism and primi­
tive allegory relating to the sun as an Ulustration 
and emblem of the divine nature has bllen loet 
sight of, and the true meaning and profoond sci­
entific import of the masonic tradition, legends, 
and emblems thus almost forgotten. The Rev. 
Dr. Oliver, whose great learning will be disputed 
by none, says : " The poets, historians, and phi­
losophers of Areece, all of tDhom had Tntm initi· 
ated into the )fysteries, unite in describing the 
Sapreme Being as 8YB single, divine, and unap­
proachable essence, who crei.ted and governs the 
world. And in India the S11preme Deity is th11s 
made to describe himself, in one of the sacred 
books, which bas been preserved and transmitted 
from an unknown period : ' I was even at 1irst 
not any other thing ; that which exists ; the su­
preme ; and afterward I am that which is ; and 
he who must remain am L' ". ("Landmarks," 
Lecture XXI.) 

In the notes to this lecture of Dr. Oliver's, 
much valuable information on this point is also 
collected and condensed. The following is from 
the celebrated anthem of " Orpheus " : 

"When the doors are caref..Uy goarded to 
U:cludc the profane, I will comm11nicate the 
SBCBBT OF SECBETS to the aspirant perfectly in­
itiated. Attend, therefore, to my words, for I 
shall reveal a sojemn ud unexpected truth to 
your startled ears-a truth which will overturn 
all your preconceived opinions, and convey to 
your .xaind. unalloyed happiness. Let your soul 
be elevated to the contemplation of divinity. 
Adore Him, for He is the governor of the world. 
.R'i&011 tl&M HE u O:s-E-that He luu no t~gual, 
and that to Him all things are indebted for their 
uiatenee. He i1 eve'I"JJfDI&ertJ pruent, though in· 
ftri1M, and all human thoughts are open to His 
iaapectiou.." (Note 27.) 

On the temple of Saia, in Lower Egypt, was 
iueribed the following sentence relating to the 
Deity: 

"I am all that hath been, DDd ia, and ebaU be, 
.Ancl m1 veil no mortal bath yeL removed." (N' ote !9.) 

In Note 32 to the same lecture, a translation ie 
given of an extract from the Veda, which is deemed 
the oldest book in the world, except certain parts 
of the Bible. It is a translation made in 16.'i6 by 
command of the Sultan Darah of an Ou.pani1hat, 
a .word meaning the 1ecret tlcut i1 not to 6e ,... 
vealed: "And what was this grCAt mystery which 
was so carefull) concealed in those ancient books? 
Like the secret of the .lifgyptian cuad fhecian 
.My1tmu, it was nothing less than t.he Unily of 
the Godliead, under the name of Ruder, which is 
thoa explained in another of their aacred boob : 

"The angels having assembled themselves to­
gether bi heaven before Ruder, made obeisance 
and asked him, '0 Ru.tler, what art thou 1'' .Ru­
der replied: 'Were there a1~11 other, I would de­
scribe myself by a similitude. I alvlays toas, I 
tUtDa11' am, I altDavs. •hall be. There is no other, 
so that I can say to you, I am like him. In this 
ME is the inward essence and the exterior sub­
stance of all things. I am the primitive CCitloN of 
all things in the east or west, or north or south­
above or below, it is I. I am all. I am older 
than alL I am the King of kings. l\ly attri­
butes are transcendent. I am n-uth. I am the 
spirit of creation. I am tile Creator. I am Al­
mightv. I am Pu.rity. I am the .flral, the mid­
flU, tmd l1&e end. I am Ligll.t.' " 

Certainly no more sublime- and comprehensive 
deeeription of the eternal God was ever writ~ 

Speaking of the antiquity of the Veda, :Mu 
Mflller says : "It will be difficult t.o settle whether 
the Veda is the 'oldest of books,' and whether 
some portior.s of the Old Testament may not be 
traced back to the same or even an earlier date 
than the oldest hymns of the Veda. But in the 
Aryan world the Y eda is certainly the oldest 
book, and its preservation amounts almost to a 
marveL" {See " Lecture on the V edaa," at Leeds, 
1865.) :Milller in the same lecture bes the date 
of the Vedas at "between twelve and fifteen hun· 
dred years before the Christian· era." This is over 
three thousand years ago. 

Dr. Oliver, in Note 34: to his lec&urea before 
quoted, inf~ as that Zoroaster taught that 
.. God is the mst-incorruptible. eternal, unmade, 
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invisible-most unlike everything-the leader or ters, its atmosphere, its vegetation, all its ftocks, 
author of all good-uubrihable-the best of the and bird11, and fish, and reptiles, and be:l.sts of the 
good-the wise"t of the wise." field." (Hymn to Osiris, translated by Chabas.) 

With all this evidence before him, and actually '' Ire made all the world rontaiu, and hath 
quote<l in his writings, Dr. Oliver, !Otraoge as it given it light vhcn there was yet no sun." (Me· 
may appear, is in the I'Onst:mt habit, in hi11 works, 'lange's "Egypt,., i, 11~, 119. Chabas.) 
of branding "•ithout dil'tinction all t.he ancient . "Glory to thl•O l\'llo hast bt'gottcn all that 
Mysteries as "11puriou~ ft·ecmasonry,~' an epithet ex:i:;ts, who bast made. man, and ruadl' the gods 
which be inventet!, nml wbfch bas b<•en adopted al11o, and :111 the beasts of the field! Thou makest 
by a few others. But, if thl· sublime views of men t.o lh:e. Thou hast no second to th<•e. Thou 
God above quoted arc "spurious," where shall I givest th<· lm:ath of life. Th,)u art the light of 
we look !or the genuin<.' ones, for thosl' taught in the worltl." (Leeman, •· :lfonuwcnts du .Musee 
freemaaonry to-day ar~ the same? I <lcs Pays-Bas," ii, 8.) 

Late di~:~coveries make the fact, that the unity llut altl1ougb God is the creator, yet he ill 
of God was taught in the ancient Egyptian :lfys· himself'' sc.>lf·created." 
teries, beyond all-doubt. "His comrnent'ement is from the lx>~inning. 

" The manifold formlt of the Egyptian P,:ln· He. is the God who has cxistcl} from nld t.ime. 
tbeon" (says tbe late E. Deut!!rh) "were hut re· There is no God without. him. No mother bore• 
ligiOtU ma8ks of the snblio1e doetrine of the unity bim, no father l•ath begotten him. God-goddess 
of tbe Deity communicated to tbe initiatetl in the .crcatc.>tl from him$e)f." (Cbn.bas.) 
MysUriea.'' 'l'be gods of the Pantheon, says ll. I In many of tht' hymnll we find allusion matle 
Pierrot, were ''only manifestations of the One to the m_r~h·ry of his name, and its being bidden, 
Being in val'iou~ capacities." ("Diet. d' .Arch. secret, and unknown-ineffable, and not to b<-
Egypt.," article "Religion," Paris, 187'5.) l\1. spok<.'n. . 
Maapero aod other scholars have arrived at tho 1 . u t'"nknol\·n i~ bill name in heaven. \Vhose 
mme conclusion. (" Hist. Auc. des Peoples de I nama is hidden ft·om his creature!!. His name 
l'Orient," cap. it Paris, 1876.) "·birh i11 Amen" (i.e., hidden secret). Therefore 

The following hymn occurs in two papyri in the Egyptians 1lel'Cr ,QJ•oke tl~.e 1mknoton name, 
the British Museum.- It represents the thought but used a phrase \vbich exprused the self-exist­
prevalent in Egypt at the. tim~ of tbe Exodus, ence of the eternal, "I am,"" One Being," "I am 
and ia the work of Enna : one," "I «m /,e ttthu I 17m." (Ritual of the Dead.) 

"Hail to thee, o Nile! Says John New-enbam lloarc, in a late art.icle 
in the " N:neteenth Century " : 

He caaseth growth to fal5llall de:sires, 
He never wearies of it. • 
He maketb his might a bucklt:r; 
He is not graven in marble 
As an itnage bearing the double crowns; 
He id not beheld; 
He hath neither miilistr&Dts nnr offering•; 
He Ia Dot- adored in aanctnarie&; 
Hia abode is not known. 
No shrine ia found "·ith painted figure• (of bin:). 
There is Do boildinr that can contain bim; 
Unknowu ia his name in hea""en. 
He does not manifest his forms; 
V aiD are all repreeentations of him." 

And agaiu we fiud the one'God thus described : 
"Be hath made the world with his band, its w,. 

"The Egyptians tried to realize God by taking 
some natural object which should in itself convey 
to their minds some feature in God's nature. This 
became a necessity for the priests in the religieus 
teaching of the people. TbPre£orc in the sun they 
saw God manifested as the light of the world. 
The more fully they felt the infinite nature of 
God, the more would they seek in nature for 
symbols. • . • All the deities were regarded as 
manifestations of the one great ·Creator, the. un· 
created, the Father of the universe." 
· This is expressed in the following hymD : 
" Hail to the lord of tbe lapse of time, king of 
gods 1 Thou of many namu, of holy transform&· 
tions, of mysterious forma." 
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" Nevertheless, u in Greece and India, so also 
in ancient Egypt, the sgmhou hecame in the pop­
ular mind actual gods, and the people degenerated 
into gross idolatry. 

" ' They r.ltanged the glory of the iDcorrupt­
iblc.> G11<l into an image made like .corruptible 
man, and to birds, and to four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things, . . . and they cltanged the tntth 
of God into a lie, a.nd worshiped and sen·ed the 
creature rntlu~r than the cr<'ator.' (Rom. i, 2:~-25.) 

"This is unfort nna.tely the aspect in which 
the J<;g~·ptian Pantheon ~as presented itt.!elf to 
mankind for many centuries."· 

"The conception of the. unity of the Godhead 
diu not prl't"Cnt the Eg~·ptians from thinking of 
Huu as n•ry ncac to thl·~" 

lie i.<~ their father, and they "sons belove~ of 
their father." lie is the·~ giver of lif<'," "toucher 
of the llt-a~s." "searrher of the fnward parts is 
his name.>." · 

'' Et"ery one glorifies thy goodness ; milt! is 
thy Jove toward us ; thy tenderness sun·ounds 
our hearts; great is thy love in all the souls of 
men." · 

One lnmentation cries: ''Let not thy face be 
turned a\\·ay from us; the joy of our bt•arts is to 
nontemplate thee. Cliase all anguish from our 
hearts. He 'ripes tears from off all faces. Hail 
to tlu.:e, Ra ! Lord of all truth, '\\"hose shrine is 
bidden" · 

" L~rd of the gods, who listcnctb ·'to the poor 
in his distress, gentle of heart when we cry to 
thee. nelivercr of the timid man from the vio­
lent, judging the poor-the poor and oppressed. 
Lord of mercy, most loving ; at whose comiug 
men live, at whose goodness gods and men rea 
joice-sovereign of life, health, and strength." 
("Records of the Past," ii, 98.) 

" Speak nothing offensive of. the Great Crea­
tor ; if the words are spoken in secret, the heart 
of man is no secret to him that made it." (Ibid., 
ii, 131.) "He is present with thee though thou 
be alone." 

As we might ezpect, from so lofty a concep­
tion of God, their hearts broke forth iuto joyous 
hymns of praise: 

· ' Hail ~ thee, all creatures I 
Salutation &om every land. 

To the height of huven, to the breadth of the earth, 
To the de(lthl! of the sea, 
The gods adore thy mauesty. 
Tho S~Jirits thou hast mnde u:llt thee, 
Fnther of the father of nil the go•ls, 
Wbo raises the hean·ens, who fh-cs tlie earth. 
Mokur of being~~, author of exisu•nces, · 
Soverelf!11 of life. huolth, ancl strength, 

Chief of tile gods, 
We worship thy .tt•irit, tf!/HJ alone host made us. 
'We, whoUJ thon ho11t made, thank tbee that thoa hast 

~h·en u .. loirtb. '"e give thee J'rai~~e.t fur thy 
Mcrc·y toward us.' 

-("Records of the Past," ii, 98.) 

" Such l\'aR the idea of God and bis relations 
to man held by the ancient Egyptians, and, aa we 
might exp<·ct, it drew forth in them 'lo\•ely and 
pleasant lives.' Tho three cardinal requirements 
of Egyptian piety were-love to God, love of 
virtue, and love to man. · 

" 'fhe honor due to parents sprang uatara.lly 
from the belief in 'G'ocr as ' Our Father, which art 
in heaven.' 'Vo constantly find inscriptions on 
the tombs Rucb as the following:·' I honored my 
father and motbcr; I loved my brothers; I taught 
little ehiMrcn; 1 took care of orphans as though 
they had been my own .ehildren. ~ In letters of 
ezcellent adYice, addressed by an old man one 
hundred and ten years of age to a yo11ng friend 
(which. forms the most ancient book in the world, 
dating 3000 B, ~. ), he says : 'The obedience of a 
dorilc son is a blessing. God loves obedience. 
Disobedienre is bated by God. 'Tbe obedience 

. of a son ma.keth glad tbe heart of his father. A 
son teachable iD God'li service· ";u be happy in 
consequence or his obedience. He will grow to 
be old, be will find favor.'" 

That our ancient brot!1ers of Egypt were not 
deficient in the masonic virtuf'S of "BaoTREBLY 
LoVE AND RELIBJ' .!.ND "l'Bt."TH," appears from the 
following: 

" On the tombs we find the common ftWmula: 
•· ' I have given bread to the 'hungry~ water to 

the thirstv, clothes to the naked, shelter to the 
&tranJer.'. This tenderneas for suftering human­
ity is characteristic of tb~ nation. 

"Gratefully does a man acknowledge in hia 
autobiography (4000 a. c.) that, 'Wandering, I 
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wandered and was hungry ; bread was set before was oven then, to those to whom it was thus 
me; I 1led from the land naked ; th,.rc \\"&8 giv-en communicated, "a sol .. mm. and unezpected truth," 
me fine linen."' (Cbauas. "Lcs papyr:LS Hiera- which "startled their ears" and "overturned all 
tiques de Berlin ; rel"its d'il y a quatre mille tluJir precotlcdt·ul opinions." 
.A.ns," 1863.) 1'aught from thE'ir earliest infancy to regard 

"Love of truth and justice was also a distin- · the sun, moun, and !4tarN as ac:tual dh·inities, and 
guishing trait of the Egyptians. God is thus 

1 
wandt>ring in the darblCM of a fabe system of 

invoked, • Roek of truth is thy name.' In an religion, tlwy wero on tl1eir initiation into the 
inscription at Sistrum a king addrt>sses TT:ltbor, :Mysteries first brought to behold the true light, 
goddess of truth, 'I offC'r to thee the truth, 0 I and there obtained for tbe first time a knowledge 
goddess, for tn1th is thy work, and thou thysl.'lf ,. of the true God. This was the real At:TOPSY, or 
art the truth.' Truthfulness was an ess~.>ntial part "bringing to light," of the canditlate in the Mys­
of the Egyptian moral code, and in the Egyptian ' teric.'l. " It was difficult," says Plato, ''to attain, 
Ritual we are informed that, when after death and dangerous to publish, the knowledge of the 
the soul enters the hall of the Two Truths, or Per- true God." 
feet Justice, it repeats the words lcarn&d upon 'rbe light thus-communicated under the strict­
earth : • 0 thou great God, Lord of Truth, I b:;~o,·e est conditions of secrecy was to be kept, when so 
known thee, I have known thy name : Lord of communicated, religiously hidden from the un­
Truth is thy name. I never told a lie ·at the initiated, it being well known that a public pro· 
tribunal of truth.' " (" Religion o{ the Ancient fession of the great truth would be visited by the 
Egyptians," by John Newenham Hoare, a late heavy hand of both the civil and religious author· 
article in the "Nineteenth Century.") ities, and not only their own lives but that of all 

But enough has been advanced to establish their kindred be thus sacrificed to the superati­
the fact that the ancient Mysteries originally tious rage of th~ ignorant multitude, aud the in· 
taught the unity of God, and also that their moral terested fury of the ministers of a false religion. 
code was both pure and exalted. ., It is true that the priests themselves often took 

That the ancient Mysteries, after the people I an active part in the 1\Iysteries, of which they bad 
became corrupt, became t'orrupt in their turn, taken the higher degrees. The l\fysteries served 
there can be no doubt, but in their inception they as a sort of theological and scientific seminary, in 
were not so. The crowning secret was a lmowl· which they studied the truths of religion aud sci­
edge of the true Goo, and the disclosure of the encc, and from the higher degrees of which the 
fact that the sun was only a symbol of the great ranks of the priesthood and rulers were from time 
Creator, and not it~~elf a divine being. In the to time recruited. But these facts could be of no 
midst of an nge where the worship of the sun help to him "·bo rashly made~ public profession 
was the established religion of all natioJUI, no one of his want of faith in the national solar gods. 
could with safety avow his disbelief in the di- The policy of secrecy, by which all truth, 
vine nature of the heavenly bodies. To d~.~o whether religious or scit>ntific, waa concentrated 
would be inllt3nt destruction. in and confined to the Mysteries, was a "state 

Before the great truth of the real nature a::1d policy" long established and thought to be nee­
attributes of God could be commuQicated, the esaary for the well-being of society. It certaiuly 
candidate was required to take all the degrees of was for the well-being of the few on whom it coo­
the Mysteries, and give tae strongest proofs of :ferred power and wealth. To "reveal the Mya­
his fidelity and zeal. . teries " was considered the very highest of crimes, 

A kno~·ledge of the true God was, in the and he who did 110 could hope for no mercy. Thf' 
languag~o~ of the Orphic hymn, "the secret of very priests who perhaps had initiated him, and 
~ecretl," to be only communicatto~d when the aspi: who did not themselves believe in the divinity ~f 
rant was "pwfectly initiated," with "door8 care- the sun, moon, and stars, would be the 1l.rat tr. 
fvll'!l parfkd aud the profaru ezcluded." It denounce his alleged impiety and atheism, an 
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urge on his punishment. Nor would any of t'-le 
brotherhood help him, as be would be considered 
by them as a perjured traitor, who bad violated 
the most solemn obligations, and now sought to 
destroy the order itself . by exposing it to the 
superstitious wrath of the ignorant multitude. 
"The betrayers of the My:;tcries were pnnisbed 
capitally and with merciless severity. Diagoras 
the Melian had revealed the Orphic and Elensin· 
ian Mysteries, on which account be p38Sed with 
the people as. an atheist, and the city of Athens 
proscribt~d him and set a price on his bead. The 
poet A:schylus bad like to haYe been torn in pieces 
by the people, on the mere suspicion that in ·one 
of his scenes be bad giver. a hint of something in 
the Mysteries" (Warburton). So long, however, 
as the initiated held their pcaee, they all might, 
at the solemn assemblies of the Mysteries, held 
under circumstances of profound secrecy and sanc­
tioned by the government itself, \\'Orsbip the One 
true God without fear ; indeed, such a worship 
was enjoined upon tbem. But, should they openly 
disclose their disbelief in the actual divinity of 
the ann, moon, and stara, their danger was imme-­
diate and their ruin certain. Thus all alike, from 
the most exalted hierophant to the humblest of 
the initiated, were the slaves, and sometimes the 
victims, of a system of state policy ~-hich they all 
upheld and defended. It is true, however, that 
in the progreBB of many centuries the }lysteries 
became corrupt, and lost a knowledge of the true 
God, but in their original institution they not only 
taught the truth concerning the Deity, but pro­
tected his worshipers so long as they kept sacred 
their vows of secrecy. That the doctrine of im­
mortality was also directly taught in the Myste-­
ries, we are informed by Cicero, who had himself 
been initiated. (See "Tusculan Disputations," 
Book I, cxiii.) Among all the corruptions which 
at a later date prevailed, there, however, yet re­
mained a "chosen band," who preserved the an­
ci~nt teachings of the Mysteries in their purity. 
They were obliged for their owu protection, how­
ever, to render their symbols yet more obscure, 
and make thicker and ch"aw still closer the veil 
of allegory about the penetralia of divine truth. 
From these few and faithful ones the truth was 
handed down to following generations, and from 

them all that is great, glorious, and ancient in 
modern freemasonry was darived. 

From these freemasonry receiveQ..its two great 
doctrines of the unity of God and the immortality 
of man ; and, together with those sublime truths, 
it also received that system of astronomical sym­
bols, emblems, :md allegot·ies also peculia.r to the 
Mysteries, \\·bich were used, anc:iently, bot~ to 
conceal and to illu&trate those great truths. Dr. 
Macfiey, in his "Symbolism of Freemasonry," 
11ays that those who seek for an :.stronomical ex· 
planation of the masonic ritual, " yield all that 
masonry has gained of religious development in 
past ages'' (page 237). For this broad assertion 
he gives no reasons whatever, and I can not bat 
think that, bad he considered the full import of 

· his words, be never would have made any such 
remark. There is certainly nothing irreligious 
or atheistical in the employment of astronomical 
emblems to describe and illustrate,the nature and 
attributes of Deity. If so, the writers of thf! 
Bible have been guilty of a great sin, for that 
sacred volume is full of solar and astronomical 
illustrations of the glory and power of the ere&· 

tor. (Numb. :aiv, 17; Psalm xix; b:.:uiv, 11 ; 
Mal. iv, 2; Matt. ii, 2; xvii, 2; Judges v, 20; 
Job uv, 5 ; xxxviii, 7; Dan. xii, 3; Jude xiii; 
Rev. i, 16; x, 1, etc.) Freemasonry, says Dr. 
Mackey, quoting Dr. Hemming with approval, 
is a science of morality "veiled in allegory and 
illustrated by symbols." Is it to be inferred that 
~be moral science taught in freemasonry is any 
the less true, pure, or ele\·ated, because the alle­
go;ies and symbols employed to "veil and iUu11· 
trate" it are astronomical in their character 1 Is 
it irreligious and atheistical to compue the great 
Creator to the noblest and most glorious of all his 
physical works-the sun-and only orthodox and 
pious to compare his nature and attributes to a 
carpenter's rule or a atone-cutter's square ? Cer­
tainly this is not what Dr. Mackey intends, yet 
such is the natural inference from his language. 

Neither does it follow that those who give the 
masonic ritual an astronomical and scientific as 
well as a moral interpretation, deny to masonry 

· the glorious distinction of having been in past agee 
the depository of a knowledge of the true God, 
and of the immortal nature of man. All that we 
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contend is, that those great truths were taught personified sun-god, the legend of whose death, 
not only by allegory and symbol, but originally the search for whose body, and its recovery, to­
and mainly by astronomical symbol and allegory. getber with his subsequent "raising " from death 

The more exalted and holy any doctrine is, and the grave to a new life, forma the theme of 
the more elevated and sublime 11hould be the the ceremony of initiation; all of which the aspi­
symbola aud emblems employed to teach and il- rant was caused to dmmatic:Aily enact. 
lustrate it. " One thing, at least," says Dr. .Mackey, " is 

As the being and attributes of God and the incapa!Jle of refutation / and that is, that we are 
immortality of the soul are the tl\'O most exalted ,·indebted to the Tyrian masons for t1tc introduc­
and sublime of all truths, so are the-sun, moen, . tion of the symbol of Hiram Abif. The idea of 
and stars the most glorious and suolime·.objects the symbol, though modified by the Jewish ma­
in nature. There are, therefore, a. peculiar fitness· sons, is not Jewish in its inception. It was evi­
and beauty i11 the employment of the latter to dently borrowed from the pagan 'Mysteries,' 

. symbolically and emblematically illustrate t~e wber~ Bacl.'bus, Adonis, Proserpine, and a host 
former. " The heavens declare the glory of God, of other apot.heosized beings play the same rdll 
and the firmament showeth his liandiwork." · that Hira,n cloes in t/1.6 masonic Jfgsteriu." 

In this work no attempt will be made to iden· 4" Symbolism. of Frecm3SOnry," Chapter I, page 
tify the masonic emblems, iraditions, and legends 20.) · 
with the Yysteri~s of any particular nation. All This ~m1,hatic ln.nguage of Dr. Mackey, there­
the Mysteries were originally astronomica~ iu their fore, not only admits, but declares " incapable of 
character, but differed in form and detail, as thfy rifutatio'l," the following important particnlara: 
were founded on diJferent modifications of the;· 1: That Iliram .Abif, as described in the ma­
Egyptian legend of the personified sun-god. Dr. . sonic lt>gend, is a mystical being, or u symbol " 
Mackey, in s~nge contradiction to the words only, and not an historical person, any more than 
which we have above quoted from page 236 of Uacchus, Adonis, or Proserpine. ....,_, 
his "Symbolism of Freemasonry," devotes a 2. That the' whole legend of the third degree 
whole chapter of that interesting and learned is an allegory and not a history. 
work to prove that freemasonry Wll.'l derived di- 8. That the allegory is the same aa that of 
rectly from~ the Grecian Mysteries of Dionysus. Baccbas, or Dionysus, and therefore identical with 
He thinks it certain that the· Tyrian artificer, that' of Osiris. (For proof that the .Mysteries of 
Hiram, was a member of the Dionysiac frater· Bacchus, or Dionysus, were the same as those of 
nity, and that he, at the head of the Tyrian work- . Osiris, see " Herodotus," Book II, (,"bapter LI, 
men at the time of the building of King Solomon's sections 49-60 ; together with the notea to Raw· 
temple, introduced the Dionysiac Mysteries in· a Iinson's edition. Also, as to the identity of Bac­
'modified and purified form among the Uebrts"'' chua and Dionysus, 1188 Olinr's 'f History of In­
(G'bapter YI). l>r. Oliver, who denies in all its itiation," Lecture VI, and notes.) 
details the astronomical tbet>ry, with an equal in- 4. That in tbis allegory Hiram u playa tho 
consistency advocateR the same idea. (See. his same rdle" as that of Bacchus, or Diony8118, and 
"Theocratic Philosophy of Io'reemasonry," Lect- Osiris, and all the other p61'80nifiecf aa.n-gods ir, 
ure VIII.) According tl) Dr. }lackey, and Dr. the various forms of the Mysteries. 
Oliver, also, freemasonry is therefore only a modi· . Now ~hat is this rdll 1 It iG simply that of 
fied and purified form of the Grecian Mysteries o~ the personified. sun-slain like Oai.-is; Bacchua, 
Dionysus. . Adonis, or Dionysus, at the autumnal eqaiDoz; 

It is true that, like the others, these .Mysteries 'lying dead during the wiJiter montha, beiDg re­
became corrupt, but it. is equally true that the stored to life at the vernal equinox, and eult:ed 
Mysteries of Dionysus, llke all the other .Myste- iD power and glory at the IUDlmer eolltice. 
riea, were astronomical in their charaeter. Dio- These admissions of Dr. Mackey cover the 
Jiyaua ia but another name for Osiris, and is the whole grouad, and sanction every poaition to be 



TBB J.!fCJENT JriY8'l'DIES DISCBIBED. 

taka in this work. It ia not, however, my in· 
tention to trace the masonic traditions, legends, 
and emblems, like Dr. Mackey, to any one of the 
ancient Mysteries to the exclusion of the others, 
aa masonry baa featurea derived from each of 
them. It is, however, my design to show that it 
la of an aseronumi~al nature, and -had itll origin, 
in common with all the ancient .Mysteries, in a 
lofty system of ast,.onomi~al aflegoriu, originally 
iutended to teach the unity of God, the immor· 
tality of the soul, and an exalted code of nloral­
ity ; while at tlie same time, by the use nf the 
same all~gories and symbolS, the leatling facts of 
astronomical science were tp be both illustrated 
and preserved-in other words, to show that 
.fr6etnasonrv is a system of science as well as 
morality, veiled in an astrOilOmical allegory, and 
Ulusertrted by ast1"onomical symbols. 

It is also the intention of this work to unlock 
this allegory, and to show the true scientific and 
astronomical meaning, aa well as moral applica· 
tion, not only of all the legends, but of all the 
emblems and symbols t>f freemasonry which have 
any claim ..to antiquity .. 

The real character and true origin of the pe­
culiar symbolism of freemasonry and ita allegories 
ba.ve been a great puzzle· io most members of the 
fraternity. The gt;~t moral truths which those 
symbols and allegories teach are plain enoagb ; 
the only mystery is, bow came those truths to be 
taught by those peculiar symbols and :n that 
peculiar manner ? · 

It is also worthy of remark that, while the 
n1oral 10rutbs which our emblems, symbols, and 
legends t~ch are still well undurst.ood, yet those 
great scientific truth~, \\· hich they are equally said 
to illustrate and teach, are wholly loat, or at. least 
their coJDlection with them. · This lost connection 
between our emblems, 11ymbols, .md legends, and 
man;; of the profoundest truths of 1eience, will b .. 
n-.atored in the pages of t!lia work. · 

Oliver and HutchinsoQ·have bot.b, wit.ll mach 
labor, and the former with ~reat learning, at­
tempted to prove th!'t the muter·mi&&On's degree 
is a Christian institution-nat in the sense of its 
being pervaded by the apirit of Chriatianity, 
which is true, but a· (;hriatian institution in the 
ll&llle 1181188 aa the Church or the rite of ~aptitm 

is. Dr. Mackey correctly says they have cc fallen 
into a great error." The theory that oV frater­
nity had its origin in the building ~ietiea of the 
middle ages is auiliciently diaproved bJ' oar ritual 
itself, which baa many features that are totally 
inconsistent with any such .theory, and point to a 
far more remote era ; although many tbinga re­
lating to operative masonry were no doubt then 
mgrafted OD it. . 

Dr. Mackey, Oliver, and others, will not accept 
the astronomical theory, and thus· the whole mat-

. ter remains, so far aa they are concerned, a mye­
tery. The aaironomical. theory is, however, the 
only correct one, aa the following pap will suf­
ficiently show. · 

The great difficulty is, that. it has never been 
properly and at ·the same time fully pl'8118nted. 
It baa been advanced mainly by antimasona, who 
understood many other things mach better than 
they did our ritual and the legend& and symbol­
iSm of our order ; or by skeptics, endeavoring at 
the same time to teat- down the Christian religion. 
The advocacy of the astronomical theory b;y this 
kind of writers, especially the latter, h'aa doue 
much t6' render it UDJ>Opalar, and: induced IIWif 
authors and thinkera to discard it without a doe 
and fair examination. Many maaona, .hke Dr. 
Oliver, aeem to have an. illogical and almoet 111· 

perstitious fear of having the aatrooom1cal char· 
acter o! our &YJilbolism established. The fact ie, 
however, that the great mora! truths of froema. 
aonry are indeatrpctible, and stand independent of 
the symbolism intend-.d to illustrate them, and 
to conceal them, also, in past age., when diaoloe­
are exposed the initiated to persecution and death, 
aa an unbeliever in the actual divinity of the san, 
moon, and stars.' The great moral teachings of 
freemasonry will not flllffer any danger of dealil'llo­
tion or clamagij if it' ls fully established that the 
emblem~ by '-oioh t.hey are illustrated, like the 
imagery of the Bible, are mainly utr,onomical in-
stead of mt'Ubanioal. · 

The~ following pages, it ia believed, contain 
convincit1g vroof& of the real characte-r and origia 
of our aymbolisat. Portions of the masonic iitaal, 
and.a few of the emblems, have in a general wa;y 
been ahown by aeveral writers to be of aafiroAolll· 
ical origin, and the aasertion baa been freqaeutl;y 
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made that the whole system hRs an astronomical tial points, and the "precession of the equino:res," 
significance. But it is believed that this work and its effect upon the relativa position o£ the 
co:1tains the only full anti complete demonstra- signs and constellations of the zodiac-all well as 

•tion of the purely astronomieal and scientific im- s~veral other particulars of ao;tronomy-must be 
port of the u:l&ole ritual, and all the detaiJs of the known to the r,!9.der, in order that he may fully 
solar allegory, as applied to masonry-accom- understand the astronomical allegory about to be 
panied by a particular exposition \If the astro- unfolded a.11d illustrated. 
nomical import nnd origin of ull of its a,;dent It has, therefore, been thought necessary to 
em/Uems, BlJIIIbnls, and legendH, over seventy in write an introductory chapter, giving a brief and 
number (see index), that has uYer been made. popular exposition of the matters above cnumer­
The traditiona aml emblt'ms of freemasonry have I atetl. All technical terms will be discarded, aa 
been made to 11peak for tbem~elves, and they tell · · far as possible, and ·such as are used from abso­
their own origin and meaning in a language which h)te nect~ssity will he definPd. No attempt will 
can not fail to conYince any reader, who combines be made to give the cause or philo11ophy of solar 
a knowledge of the lodge and chapter degree~~ or sidereal movements-the sole object being to 
with the main outlines and leading principll"s of bring clearly befort> tbe mind the apparent an­
aatronomy and geometry. These .;ciences, so oftt'n nual path of the sun in the zodiac, and such other 
alluded to in our ritual, are eminently masonic, celestial phenoml'na as are required to properly 
and without some knowledge of them what is to understand the allegorical application which is to 
follow will not be fully understood. _ be made of the facts of astronomy to the masonic 

It is hoped that thi11 work ,..ill al11o not be traditions, legends, emblems, and symbols. Thia 
without interest to tJle uninit~ated. They will, chapter ,..m serve to call the particular attention 
ct least, be able to see, unfolded in its pages, a of those who are proficient in science to certain 
beautiful and impressive astronomical allegory, particular n..~tronomical facts bearing directly up­
which, by tlie use of sublime and august emblems,. on pur subject, and it is hoped ,..ill also contain 
teaches the unity of God and the immortality of enough to ,;ufficiently instruct those who may 
the soul. The work also throws much light upon have grown rusty in or never acquired a knowl· 
the religion of the ancient Egyptians, Greeks, edge of the motions of the celestial bodies. On 
and Romans, as well a11 mythology in general. the opposite page is a diagram of the zodiac. 
How far the solar allegory may be truthfully 
applied to freemasonry they, of course, wj)J not 
be able fully to detemine for themselves, except 
in a gene,ral wa.y .rhd on minor points. As for 
the rest, tbey will be expected to be complacent 
enough to tue the opinion or well-informed mem-
bers of the fraternity. · 

III. 

.A C.H.APTER OF .ASTRONOMIC.AL F.ACTS. 

h order to properly understand what is to . 
follow, some knowledge of the leading facts of 
astronomy is required. The nature of the zodiac, 
and ita di'rision into aigus and constellations ; the 
phenomena attending the yearly passage of the 
BUD among the stan ; the solstitial and equinoc-

THE ECLIPTIC. 

The ecliptic is a great circle in tbe heavens 
surrounding the earth, and representing the ap­
parent path of the sun each year among the stan. 

THE ZODU.C. 

The zodiac is a bea of stan uteading 8° on 
each side of the imaginary circle called th6 eclip­
tic. Tbe zodiac is therefore 16° wide, and, beiDg 
a complete circle, is 360° in circumference. It 
is divided into twelve equal parts of 000, each 
denoting the particular place which the sun oc­
cupies during each of tbe twelve months of the 
year. Each of these divisions of the zodiac, in 
the visible heavens, is marked and occupied by 
a. separate and distinct group or cluter of stan, 
called a constellation. These COD8tellationa are 
ft•mAd after- certain "living creata.res," sappoeed 
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to have been originally emblematic of the month 
in which the sun e:ntered tbo1n. 

TilE TWJ::LVE CONSTE!.LATIONB. 

Tbe twelve constellations are cnlled-

The tiva of the boms of the Bull are marked by 
two bright stars at an appropriate distance abovt' 
the face. The Pleiades glc:am brightly ncar the 
shoulder, OriOtt, who faces tho Bull, is known 

• by four bright stars, fonning a l('rge parallelo-
gram, in the ccntC'r of "1\'bich is aeon a diagonal 

AriC8, the Ram. j &O"I'J•io, the Scorpion. row of atal'll, known as tlU! b~·lt of Orion, and 
Tuurus, the Bull. I &rgittarittll, the Arcbur. called in Job the "bands of < )rion." The four 
Gemini, the Twins. · l.'apricor~aus, the Goat. stars of the parnllc.•lu~rn.m, rcllpectivt•ly, indicate 
Oa11cer, the Cr..Lb. 1..:1qtcarice~~, t.he ""ater· his aboulders and feet. A line of l!mallcr atara 
Leo, the Lion. I Bearer. form his sword, it11 bandl.c on1amentcd by a won-
Virgo, the Virgin. , Pksces, the Fishes. derful m:/)l(la, Just below Orion shinC8, with a 
Libra, tl1e Seales. • splendor almust equ:tl to ,Jul'itt'r or Venus, that 

Tb<"le, ranged in their appror•rin.te r•la"Ces I ~ight~ sun-stn.r ,';iriu.<>, the ddfied t':iot~cu of the 
around the pat zodilwal drcle, :u-c all rcpre· Egypta?n.s. . Farther t•:tst nu,l over lmn 11ashes 
sented in the foregoing tliagr:im. Tb~ fol1o'\\·iug . ~at bnlliant 11tar. known :u PrrJ<'!/On. 1",hese two, 
is a brief description of each of the~l' C'onstl•lla- wath .Betelgeuz, m the shoulder of Orton, form 
tion11 : an equilateral triangle, wlto~r llidt'll are each 26°, 

AJU£S. which is so perfect and bt':mtiful a11 almost to 

This wa" once tbc fil'llt eon ... tellntiun ,)r the 
zodiac. It is nnw the se<·oncl, by rt•n11cm o£ the 
precclf&ion of tlw equinoxes, wbi,·b will be lltlb"~e· 
queutly eX(Jlainl'tl. It ill kuown hy two hright 
ft.ars, about 4° apart, "·hiuh art' in the lmnaR uf 
the Ram. The hrightl'l't of tlat.":CC:. c::.a.Jit'tl A ,.;.,,UI, 
is used by nnvig:ttors to emnputl' lrlnJ:itu,lc l1y 
the muon's distam·e. .llost of the 11tan1 in this 
constellation are Kmall. Ariel!, in tlae Jh•br~w zo· 
diac, is at~sigued to ijiml'on, or by sum~· to Gad. 

This C'Onstelln.tion is next .to A1·ieR in the zo­
diac, an<l is one of the most cclcbmted ancl splen­
did. The Pleiacle.s arc in .7tturrl8, and nl"ar it is 
tbe magnificE'nt constellation Orinn, ealle£1 01'U8 
by the Egyptian:;. In thut Fublhnc chapter of 
the Old Testament, .Job xxxviii, mention is made 
of these : "C:mlSt thou bind the sweet intlueuces 
of the Pleiltde11, or loose the bands o£ Orion!" 
.7laww, once aeen and ret'ognized in connection 
with Orion, is never forgotten. 

The Bull is represented as engaged in combat 
with Orion, and plunging toward bim with threat· 
euing homs. The face of the Bull is dcsiguated 
by five bright 11tan1 in the sbape of a letter V, 
known as the Hyaau, the most brilliant of which 
is Ald46aran, which is much Used by naviJr&tors. 

fort:e itself upon our attc.·ntir•n. T~tu,·ccs, Orio11, 
Sirius, tho Pltind.c~t, and U!l''d' H, are all fre­
qurntly alluded to by tlte put•t Yirgil in the­
" Georgi ca." This is, pt•rhnJI"· the oaost magnifi· 
ct•nt au<l sublime quartc.·r of t hc,o heavens north 
of the equater. · 

2\turus was bold by the l~gypt.ian'!, and most 
of the nations o£ antiquity, as a sa•·r~tJ conKtella­
tion. Before the time of .ALrnham, or over £our 
thousand years ago, it adurn~·tl and marked the 
vernal. equinox, and " !or tbr ~paC'c of two thou-

1
1 sand years the Bull wa"' the- l'riuce and leader of 

the celestial host." The sun in Taurus was dei­
. fied under the symhnl (If a bull, an:t worshiped in 
I that form. The IIIU"rt?•l figure,. found among the 
I ruins of Egypt and A"'"yrin, in the f,rm o£ a bull 

with a human fa;;c, ur a human shape with tbe 
face and horus or " buiJ, .are emblematic of thE" 
sun in Taurus, at the ''<!rna) equinox. In the 
Ifebrcw zodiac Tanrtl!l was ascl'ibtod to Joseph. 

Ia the next constellation in tbe zodiac. Its prin· 
cipal· stan are two ·bright ones, called Castor 
and Polluz. They art' about 4f0 &})art, and of 
the ftrat and aecond ntngnitndc.•s. In mythology, 
CastOr and Poilu are said to be the t-..-in aoaa of 
J npiter by Leda. Ira the Hebrew zodiac this con· 
stellation is aaigaed to Benjamin. 



a6 STBLLA.B THEOLOGY .AND lii.ASOtftC ASTBONOifY. 

C.A.'NCBB. 

This constellation is composed of small stars, 
the brightest of which are only of the third mag­
nitude. It is of no especial importance, except 
from its position, of which more will be said sub­
sequently. In some Eastern zodiacs this sign· is 
represented by the figure of two animals like· 
asses, and by the Hebrewa is asaigned to Isaa.c/&ar. 

LEO.' 

This is another celebrated and beautiful con· 
atellation. It is easily known by five or six bright 
atars situated in the neck and head o,f the Lion, 
and arranged in the fonn of a sickle. Ita two 
brightest stars are Regulu.s and .JJenebo~a., the 
former in the sickle and the latter near the. tip 
of the taiL Regulus is a very bright star, and 
ia situated almost exactly in tbe ecliptic. It is, 
therefore, of great use to navigators in determin­
ing the longitude at sea. · The constellation Leo 
ia also celebrated as being the radial point from 
which the remarkable meteoric showers of No­
vember proceed. If this phenomenon was ob­
served by the ancients, it must have greatly in-. 
ereased the veneration and awe with which this 
sacred constellation was viewed. 

The constellation Leo is, for many reasons, fuU 
of si~oance t<> ..mason11. ~ I~ once marked the 
summer solstice, and at the building of King Sol­
omon's temple was much nearer. that point than 
now ; this change of position, consequent uvon 
the precession of the equinoxes, will be subse­
quently explained, together with the intimate con­
nection between the constellation Leo and the 
masonic tradition. In the Hebrew zodiac Leo is 
the significator of the tribe of Judah. Accord­
ing to astrology, it is the " sole bouse of the sun." 

VIRGO. 

This is the beautiful virgin of the zodiac. She 
ia. represent-ed as holding a apear of ripe w:heat in 
her left hand, m&rked by a brilliant stAr, called 
Spica.. In the Egyptian zodiac Iaia supplies the 
place of V1rgo, and is represented holding thm 
ears of corn in her hand. epica, together with 
IhnllJola in Leo, and Arcftrul in Boatea, forms 
ao equilateral triaagle of great beauty. .Arcturw 

is also one of the stan mentioned by Job: "Canst 
thou bring forth Nar:zaroth in his season ? or caaat 
thou guide Arcturw with his sons?" Nazarotla 
signifies the twelve 11igna of the zodiac. .Art:Nrw 
is alao frequently alluded to by Virgil in the first 
book of the " Georgics." The rising and setting 
of this star were supposed to portend great tem­
pests. In the time of Virgil it rose about the 
middle of September. The bright star Spica, in 
Virgo, _lies within the path of the moon, and is 
of great use to navigators. In the Hebrew zo­
diac Virgo is assigned to Naphtali, whose stand­
ard was a tree hearing goodly branches.. 

LIBRA. 

This constellation is anciently represented by 
the figure of a man or woman holding a pair of 
scales. The human figure is omitted in all Ara­
bian zodiacs, as it is held unlawful by the believ­
ers in the Koran to make any· representation of 
the human form. In our zodiac, also, the balance 
only is depicted, probably because we received 
the zodiac from the Arabian11. This conatellatioo 
may be distinguished by a quadrilateral of four 
stars, but it contains none of great brill.i&Dcy. 
In the Hebrew zodiac Libra is ascribed to .Aahw. 
This constellation formt>rly was on the autumnal 
equinox, and when the sun entered ita stan the 
days and nights were equaL To this the Latin 
po!!t Virgil alludes : 

"Libra die aomnique pares nbi Cecerit l•gras, 
Et medium loci atque umbria jam deviiiit orbem." 

-" Georgica," Book L 
" When Libra makes the hours of day and DI,rht 

equal, and now dh·ides the globe in tho midcllc, between 
light aDd &bad ea. 11 

SCORPIO. 

This constellation bas some reaem blance, in tbe 
grouping of ita stars, to the object after which it 
is named. . It is a very conspicuous object in the 
evening sky of July. In its general form it re­
sembles a boy's bow kite, the tail of which forms 
that of the scorpion, and is composed of ten bright 
stars. The first of these, near tbe point of th• 
triangle forming the body or the kite, ia ...!,, .. ,. .. 
It ia. a brilliant red star, resembling the planet 
Mars. In the Hebrew zodiac Scorpio is refer. ' 
to Dan. 
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S.&.GJ'IT~IUS. 

The Archer follows Scorpio, and is represented 
as a mon!lt.er, half horse and half man, in the act 
of shooting an arrow from a bow. Sagittariw 
ill easily recognized by the figure of an inverted 
dipper, formed of several bright stal"S. The fig· 
ure of Sagittarius appears in the ancient zodiacs 
of Egypt and India. 

C.u>BICOBNUS. 

The Goat is composed of fifty-one visible 
stars, most of them small. It is of no particular 
importance, except from the connection of its sign 
with the winter solstice, of which more will be 
said hereafter. It was called by the ancient 
Oriental nations the southern oate of the sun. 

.A..QtrA.BlUS A...'m PISCES. 

These are the last two constellations of the 
7.odiac. The former is represented· by the figure 
of a man, pouring out water from a jar,· the latter 
by two fishes joined at a considerable distance by 
a loose cord. Aguariw in the Hebrew zodiac 
represents the tribe of Reuben, and the Fishes 
Simeon. The stars in both of these constella­
tions are small and unimportant, except Fomal­
haut, in Aqr1arius, which is almost of the first 
magnitude, and is used b;- navigators. This Cl)n· 
clades our description of the constellations of the 
zodiac. 

TBE SIGNS OF THE ZODI.&.(;. 

The signs of the zodiac are twelve Ybitrary 
signs, or characters, by whi;:h the twelve constel· 
lAtions are designated. They at·e as follows : 

tp ~ n ~ n ~ ~ ~ 1 "' = * 

may be intend.:sd for a couohing lion, or mar be 
the outline of ita principal stars-the group now 
called the Sickle, the stars of which, if joined br 
an imaginary line, would form a figure not unlike 
the sign (st). In Virgo (11ll) the resemblance 
seems to be lost. Libra (.c.) is a plain picture of 
a scale-beatr_ The sign Scorpio (Til) displays the 
sting of that venomous creature. Sagittarius, the 
Archer, is well represented by his arrow and part 
of his bow ( t ). In Capricornus ('\':3) the reaem· 
blanee is again lost ; but in .Aquarius (=) we 
recognize the waves of the sea, denoting water. 
In Pisces ( * ) the resemblance of two fiabe& joined 
is still apparent. . 

It is quitE: easy to conceive how the original 
pictorial representations of the creat\U'81 emblem· 
atically denoting the various conatellati<tne, in 
proceu of time, from· considerations of speed aud 
convenience in writing them, grew· into these 
arbitrary signs like letters. · 

In the figure of the zodiac, opposite page ~~ 
the pictorial representations of the twelve coo· 
stellations are given, wit.h the arbitrary sigus 
denoting each placed against them. The suo, 
moon. and planets were also designated br hiero­
glyphic astronomical signs by the ancients, u 
follows: 

Sun,. 0. 
ltfoon, <t. 
Mercury, ~ . 
Mars, ~. 

Vmw, ~. 
Jupiter, 2!. 
Saeurn, ~-

The planetiry sign~ originaied in the same 
manner as the zodiacal ones. · The sigu for the 
stm is "a point within a circle "-the point re~ 
resents the earth, &nd the circle the ecliptic. The 
moon is appropriately pictured as a creeceot. In 

The~e, without doabt, bad their origin in the the siao of Mercury we have tbts ctJduetN~ of that 
hieroglyphic or picture writing of the ancien..s. god. composed of two serpents t-wisted abou~ a 
In the sign Aries ('f) we have a rude but yet rod. Mus is represented by his shield aud spear. 
remaining representation of the bead and horns V 'nua is well denoted by the picture of an ancient 
of the Ram. In. Taurus { ~ ) of the i..&ee and band-mirror. .rhe origin of tlt~ planetary sip 
hol'Ds of a Dull Gemini ( n) denotes the Twins, for Jupiter is not so clear. It does DOt in the 
seated side by eide with embracing arms. Tbe least resemble an eagle, as some suggest, nor is 
ancient statues of Castor and Pollux conai1ted of I it any more like the initial letto>..r of the Greek 
two upright pieces of wood, joined together by I Zeu. i besides, the hieroglyphs are always rep­
two cross-pieces. Cancer { ~ j ret retains a re- resentatious of objects, not letters. This siga 
semblsnce to the claws of the Crab. Leo (.n) resembles more nearlr the no less ancient na-
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meral sign, the figure 4, and, as Jupiter if the north or 110uth of the equator is called his northern 
fourth planet from the sun (if, like the ancients, or southern cTeclination. 'Vhen the sun reaches 
we do not enumcrat~ the earth), this resemblance either solstitial point, he h~gins to turn Lack tow­
may not be accidental. Saturn, l1111tly, is repre· 1 nrd th<> other-at first Yery f.lo"·Jy, and for a ~Short 
~t~ented by llis srythc in its :ull"icnt fi>J'm. . I pl•riocl sc:em!> to stand still. It is for thh1 reason 

'!'belle n1·hitrary signs for the planets and con- ' that thcst• puints are called "solstitial," from the 
stcllations h:lve come do\\'11 to us from a remote : Latin wuru11 xol, the sun, a~td si~Ytcre-lltiti, to l'ause 
antiquity. Their gcnt•ra.l USt•.by an civilized na- ; to stand. When, in June, the sun enters Caucer, 
tions is of great benefit, as tht·y form a kind of 1 nilt\ rl":ll'hl!s hil!l greatest nurthcm declination, his 
astronomical shurt-haud, which, like the Arabian : ray'~, f:~lliug lllOrc ycrtically, raullc the change 
or Hindoo num<>rals. i11 equally well untlcrstood in 1 fi'Om wintl•r .nnd f:]lring to ~nmml•r in all <'oun­
all countries, uo matter how much their language trie:-~ nvrth ,,f th<' equatur. This shifting of tht• 
or ordin3.J'y written ehnracters may differ, BO that ~nn f1·om oue ~·l~:~titial· point to the other is thl• 
astronomical tables for thu usc of na,·igators an•l i.·:lullc of the d1a.uge vf the ~:~ca!'ons. 
others arc as \\'ell understood au•l as ea:;ily read 
in any one pa.rt of the ci\'ilizc.tl world a!' another. Tin: .1-:tzt·r~o<:Tr.\l. J•utllo'T:'. 
The great conYcnience of this is so-appareni a:- ·i·hc"c :m· th~ Jtuints wlwrc the !IUD l'I'IJS$l'S the 
to require no <'Omment. The time when the zo· . c·••lr·~<fial e•Jttator, which l1e lll'l'<'S!!.-trily tlvc>~ twice 
diac was <livicled into twch·e constellations, a.nll : in hi .. Yl'll.r(r. dl't'llit ,,f the z•111i:tr. at two oppo:oeite 
the zodiacal signs inl"<mterl, is lo~ in the dim dis· : point .... u .. t:uit frmu l':tcll otlll'r in ~IJncc ISO'', an•l 
tance of an extreme antiquity. 1"bc best opinion ; in timc ~oix months. . The point where the sun 
at present seems to he that the ;~uiac was derincl : l'I'II~<S<'•; in :-Jn·iug. •·omiug uurth, il\ c:LII<'rl the rc~ 
from the Ilimloos by the Egyptians, "'ho gave it j nttl or l"J'rillg c••pliuox ; anol the otlu:r. l\'lwn• lw 
to the Arabians, who prescncll it, aud in turn ; cro~l-(.'11 :-:ix . mouth!' ~lfl <>rw:u·d, going south, ill 
transmitted it to us. Baldwin, in h~ "Pre his-· c:tll••cl t hl' ,;,,,W,IIl•tl wptillll:<. At thc~e J•criu•l~ 
toric Nations," bo~·e,·er, proves that it is higLiy tht.· lla~· .. and nigbh aJ'•· t••t~l:ll, an<l that k 1 h(• 
probaNc that the ancicmt Arabians originnttotl it r<'aFoon why tlwy aJ'<' calh•el t.•qninoctial JlOints, 
in prehistoric times. "·h~·n the signs of the zo- from two L:t tin WfJI'flS, '' '1"''11, c•qual, auu noz, 
diac first bc.>gan to be used, or what sncient s:u· niS!ht. 'l'hc>~c two points are in the signs Aries 
dents of the starry 11kies im·ented them, is there· ('f) :tnd J.ihra ( _:.: }, :tiiCl are so marked on the 
fore unknown, l!lave by eoujeeture. I dia~mm nf t.lll' zo•liac. 

The zodiac bas four principal points : these 'l'h<" relnti,·e 1>o~ition nt' the ecluino<'tial and 
are t.he two Rolstitial and t\vo egui11octial point~. solstitial point:--; ancl the l'ch.-stial equator '\\'ill be 
which, dividing the circle of the zodiac into four better undt:'r:.tf)Oil from the following diagram. 
c!qual parts, are properly designated in the fore· ImnJ:rinc a hoop lying horizontally, and wit.hin 
going diagram. These four points were anciently this another hnop touching the first, and with 
marked by t~E' stars Fomalhaut, .-!lclebaran, Regu- om• si•le <•lt•Yatcd above the other, as repr('~ented 
Ius, and .Antares. in the diaJ:rrnm : The horizontal hoop, marked 

.~1 R, is the equator; the other, and around 
THE SOLSTITIAL POINTS. \\'hich the signs of the zodiac are displayed, is 

The solstitial points refer to tLc movement of the e~liptic, or apparent path of the sun. The 
the sun, north of the equator in summer and south I earth is in the center, with its eqttator on the 
of it in winter. They are the points marking the same plnne with the ct>le.'!tial equator. The cqua· 
extreme northt!rD and sonthem limits of this move- 1 tor of the t>t~.rtb is marked e e. Tl1e line f f 
ment of the sun. The sum me,. solstice, when the is on the &nme plane as the ecliptic. The two 
san comes farthest north, is at present in Cancer, other lines, one above and one below the equator 
and the t.t~inlw •nlltice, or his extreme southern of the earth, and parallel to it, are the tropics of 
limit, is in Cupricomu6. The distance of the sun Cancer and Capricorn, parallel with the same linea 



extended in the heavens, and marked ae the 
tropics. 

The only two points where the circle of the 
ecliptic and that of the equator can intersect are, 
ot course, opposite to each other. Tbese are the 
eguinoceial points, marked Aries ( Cfl) and Libra 
(.o.). The solstitial points are those marked @ 

and '\':3. Now, it is evident t.hat when the sun 
leaves ('P) Aries, or the vernal equinox, his path· 
way is continually upward, and until be reaches 
(~) Cancer, and there attains his highest point 
north of the celestial equator, as well as that of 
the earth (e e). This is the mmmdr Bolstice. 
Leaving Cancer the sun begins to decline toward. 

A 

until the tJcmal cpi,._ • apia~~ TJae.e 
four cardinal poin~ dae two ~Gal, top&Jaar 
with the wmal and caulumncll eqaitiox, are tJ8e. 
fore indicative of ~he.four ~-of the year; 
for when the nn reaches the vtftlal eqaiaox, 
spring begins ; wheu he bu ad*ced to the 
tropic of Cancer, the mm,... begins~ His arrival 
at the other equinoz: marbtM adv&Mof ..,.,_. j 
and, when he at laa& reachee the tropic of Capri­
corn, tcint8f' begiDa. 

TIIB PDCB8810lf OJ' 'l'IIB BQlmfOJCI!L 

This is a name that ia givea to a gndnal 
change of piMa, which ia oonatuadf IOing on. u 

B 

-·······----r;:;-p~;----pf-~o.'Pr/co ~-------~-----

ouGIU.K OP TBB ~CLIPTIC .llO> KQ17~TOB. 

the south, descending through ( .Q) Leo and (T!Jl) to the point where the sun ~acb year CI"'OIe8 the 
Vi1'go until be rsaches (.o.) Lilwa, on the 23d of celestial equator. The sun does not crosa at the 
September, which is the autumnal 'fUino:~:. From · same place each year ; on the contra7, each 'time 
this point the sun continues to del'cend through when the sm1 oonapletes the circuit of t!te sodiac, 
('Ill.) Scorpio and (I) Sagittarit~~ until the tcinte,. he crosses the equator at a pofnt a small diata.Dce 
1olseice is reached, at(~) Oapricomt~~, December 6ack of the place where he did so the previou 
23d, where the sun has reached his lowest sontbem year-b consequence of which the eqniDootial 
declination. He is now just aa far soath of t~e point is annually falling bat'k at a uniform ·rate. 
celestial equator as h•was north of it at the .tum• If you will refer to the above diagram of the 
,.,. solstice. · 

1 
zodiacal poiDta, and imagine the circle of the 

From Oapricomus ( '\':3) the no begins to ecliptic being slowly turned around ite center 
ascend through (=) .Aparit~~ and (*) Piscu toward Canc4r (@), within the cirtlle of the 
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equator, which remains find-the contatct be- Vj, a.nd cp and "!=• without regard to the eomW­
tween the two circles being preserved, and no latiom which the sun actually enters at thoae' 
change made in the angle at which they intePSect periods. It is by this means that astronomers are 
each other-you will be able to gain a clear idea able to register upon the face of the heavens this 
of the dect of this phenomenon. The point apparent movemc.>nt of the stars. This phenom­
marked ( I:J>) Aries would then slo~!y advance enon is called the precession ol the equinoxes, 
above the equator until the point marked * although it is really a falling back of the equinoc­
was at the intersection of the two circles. 'fhe tial point ; however, as it causes the stars appar­
Fishcs p~) would then be on. the equinox, which ently to ad,·ance, it has been called a "preces­
is now the case. In time, this motion being sion." 
continued, :::: would occupy that place, and so The rate of this motion bas been determined 
on. by long-continued observations, and is a little 

The point where the sun crossed the equator I more thun fifty and a quarter seconds (5016 ) of 
was once in the constellation Aries, but in the , a degree each year. It therefore takes the equi­
long progress of centuries the place of the sun's I noctial point about 2,140 years to f:tll back an 
cro11sing baR fallen back 30° from t,he first degree entire sign, or 30°, In 25,7'91 years it will make 
of that constellation, so that the vernal equinox a complete revolution of the whole circle of the 
is now really in the constellation Pisces, the Fishes; zodiac. This period is called the GRJU.T Pu­
or, in other words, the sun enters the stars of the TONIC YEAn, because that philosopher taught 
conatellati3n Pisces on the 21st of March1 and that after it had elapsed the world would begin 
not those of the constellation Aries, as it did anew. . 
twenty-two centuries ago, as we are informed Hipparcbus, who made the first catalogue of 
by Hipparchns. The place, however, where the the stal'!l known to us, and who is called the fa­
IIUn crosses the celestial equator has continued to ther of astronomy, wns the first who observed 
be, and still is, and will continue to be, marked . this motion of the stars. Ile informs us that, in 
by the sign ('P) Aries, so that the sign of Aries l1is time, twenty"two cc.>nturies agt>, the equinoc­
now marks the place in the zodiac of the conatel- tial point was in the first degree of the constel­
lation of the Fishes. The &igns nnd the constcl- lation Aries. "The Hindoo astronomer, V araha, 
lations are therefore no longer in the same places. says the liOutbem solstice was certainly once in 
Hence, in order to make our figure of the zo- . the middle of .A.sleha (Leo) ; the northern in the 
diac (opposite page 24) strictly correct, the sign first degree of Dlionisl/Ja (Aquarius). Since that 
Aries ('l') Rhould be placed against the c<Jnstel- time the solstitial as well :u the equinoctial pointe 
lation Pisces, the sign ~ against the constellation have gone backward on the ecliptic 75°. This, 
Gemini, the sign II against the constellation Can- divided by 5()i', gives 5,373 years. Sir W. Jones 
ccr, and so around the entire circle. It was only says that Varaba lived when the solstices were 
for the sake of simplicity and a greater ease of in the first degrees of Cancer and Capricorn, or 
explanation that it was not so represented. When, about four hundred years before Christ " (B•tr­
therefore, it is said in astronomical language that ritt ). 
the eummer solstice is in Cancer, it is the 1ign A brief description of the yearly progress of 
(®)only which is intended, for the sun at ~at the ann will belp much to the understanding of 
period now really enters the stars of the conatella- subsequent portions of this work. What follows 
tion Gemini. In like manner the winter aolsti-:e will be '!Jetter understood by again re!erring r.o 
is in the 1ign '\d, but in the con~tellatioti Sagitta- · the figure of the zodiac. The ancients began 
riua ; the autumnal equinox iu the aign .o., but the year at the vemal equino:L H we start with 
iD the comtellation Virgo. · the sun at that point and follow bill progress, 

This precession of the equinoxes is still going · it :will be observed that, after JeaviDg the aigu 
on, but the four eardinal points of the zodiac will .Aries (Cfl), in :March, be ne:r:t enters the signa · 
always continue to be marked by the rigm @ and Tanr111 and Gemini ( ~ and II), and that, u he 
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advances from the vernal equinox, the suo is 
daily increasing in light, heat, and magnetic 
power. On the 21st of June the summer solstice 
ia reached, and summer begins. This is the long­
eat day in the year, and the sun then attains his 
greatest brilliancy and dispeos~ the most light. 
All through the summer months his beat and 
power are at the greatest, but as he approaches 
the sign (.a.) Libra, at the autumnal equinox, the 
days gradually shorten, and as he leaves Libra 
they grow dark and shllrt with great rapidity. 
In October and November the sun enters the 
signs Scorpio and Sagittari111 ( 111. and t ), and 
the cold and stormy winds begin to herald the 
approach of winter. The sun daily loses power, 
his rays grow rapidly more feeble and pallid, 
until Capricom (\'3) is reached at the winter sol­
stice. At this period occurs the shortest day o( 
the year, and from that time forward the suo 
seems to lie dead in the cold em brace of \\"inter, 
until, again approaching Aries ( <f ) and tbt~ vernal 
equinox, he begin11 to show symptoms of return­
ing life. When Aries ( c:p) is reached, the sun 
begins to again manifest his power. The snow 
and ice melt a"'IVay beneath his reviving rays, and 
vegetation begins to show itself. 

After the vernal equinox the sun rapiclly re­
gains his vitality, and all nature with him springs 
from the torpidity and death of winter. The 
earth and the heavens, clothed once more in light 
and beauty, rt"joice in &. new life. It was this suc­
c:eaaion of phenomena, marking the yearly prog­
ress of the sun in the zodiac, that led the ancients, 
in their poetical and allegorical language. to rep­
resent the sun as being slain in the autumn and 
winter, and being restored to life again in the 
spring and summer. 

'l'lu.t part of the zodiac r~I&'Ching from c:p to 
~. embracing the seasons of Sowers and fruits, 
may well he described as the region of life, light, 
ed beauty, while all that portion utending from 
the antlliiHlal equinox through the signs 111., t , ~. 
to the last point of *• is in likP. manner the do­
maiD of darkneu, wio~:er, and death. 

IV. 

Jl'll.t2' 2'B.E .ANCJ..EN2'8 KNEW .ABOll'l' .AS'l710NOJIY. 

IT will be neceuary to ascertain what the an­
cients Jmew about astronomy, as what is o1fered 
!or consideration in tho body of this work pre­
supposes tbey bad made great progress in that 
science, not, indeed, equal to ours, but far greater 
than was thought to be tbe. case before recent 
discoveries in Asia Minor and Egypt, or than is 
even DOW generally supposed by those WhO have 
not particularly inquired into. the matter. 

Ra\\·linson, sptoaking .of the Cbaldeans, says, 
" We are informed by Simplioius that Callisthe­
nes, wbo accompanied Alexander to Babylon, Rent 
to Aristotle from that capital a series of astro­
nomical observations, which be bad found pre­
served there, extending back to a period of.1,908 
years before Alexander's conquest of that city, 
or 2234 B. c." This would be. oyer fov thoWI&Ild 
years ago. ldeler, quoted and indorsed by Hum­
boldt, says, "The Chaldeans knew the mean mo­
tions of the moon with an exactness which in­
duced the Greek astronomers to use their calcu­
lations for the foundation' of a lunar theory." 
Ptolemy, also, used Chaldean observa~ons which 
extended back 721 a. c. Diodorns Sicnlns says 
the Cbaldeana attributed comets to natural oanaea, 
and could foretell their reappearance. He states 
that their recorded observations of the planet& 
were very ancient and very exact. . According to 
Seneca, their theory of comets was quite as in­
telligent and correct as that of the moderns. He 
says they clasaed tbem with the planets, or mov­
ing stars, that bad fixed orbits. (Baldwin's "Pre­
historic Nations.") 

The Egyptians also made great progress in 
astronouay, geometry, and other sciences, in the 
time that preceded· the acceuion of Menes, their 
first king, which takes us back to a period now 
over five thoUI&Dd years ago. (Willduaon's "An­
cient EgyptianL") Herodotus informs us (BoOk 
n, Chapter IV) that the EgyptiaDa "were the 
first to discover the solar year, and to portion out 
its course into twelve parts." They " obtained 
this knowledge," he says, " from the stars." The 
Egyptians· wen the inventon of "tthat we call 
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" leap-year," for they made every fourth year to 
consist of three hundred and sixty-six days, so as 
to correct and keep the calendar in order. This 
must have been done a.t least 1822 B. c., according 
to Wilkinson. Caar was indebted to an.Egyptilm 
astronomer, Sosigenes, for his famous correction 
of the calendar. Plato ascribes the invention of 
geometry Hk'ewise to the ~gyptians. · Herodotus 
also says, "Geometry first came ~o be known in 
Egypt, whence it passed into Greece" (Book ll, 
Chapter CIX). The :Egyptians knew the true 
system of the universe. They were aequainted 
with the fact that the sun is the center of the 
solar system, and that the earth and other planets 
revolve about it, in fixed orbits. They knew that 
the earth is of a globular shape, and revolves on 
its own axis, thus producing day and night. They 
also knew of the revolution of ihe inoon about the 
earth, ana that the moon shines by the re1lected 
light of the sun. They understood the calcula· 
tion of eclipses ; they were aware of the obliquity 
of the ecliptic, and that the milky-way is a col· 
lection of stars. ~hey !'lso seem to have under· 
stood the power of gravitation, and that the 
heavenly bodies are attracted to a ~enter. (Raw·. 
Iinson's "Herodotus," .Appendix to Chapter VII, 
Book n, and authoriti~ there quoted.) Pythag· 
oras, who introduced the ~e system 'Of the uni· 
V81'8e int.o Greece, received it .from <Enuphis, a 
priest of On, in Egypt. 

This great profit.liency alone in astronomy 
would make it a matter of certainty that the an· 
cients possessed the telescope, long supposed to 
be one of the gz"andest .. inventions of modem 
times, as the discovery of many of these astro­
nomical facts, known to the Chaldeans and Egyp· 
tians, would simply be impossible without it. A 
knowledge of the heliocentric system, long lost, 
and only r.!diacovere4 by Copernicus, was not 
considered actually demonstrated or credited by 
the modems until the red!scovery of the tele­
scope, which revealed the ph&ae& of"V onus, and 80 

put the matter beyond doubt. We, however, are 
not left to conjecture only. on this point, for there 
is some positive testimony that the ancients pos· 
eeaaed the telescope. I quote again from Bald· 
win's "Prehistoric Nations": 

"Mach progress in astronomy requires the 

telescope, or something equivalent, and it seems 
necessary to believe that tbts ancients had such 
aids to eyesight. Layard and others report the 
discovery of a lens of considerable power among 
the ruins of Babylo11. Layard says this lens was 
found with two glass bowls in a chamber of ruins 
called Nimroud. It is plano-convex, an inch and 
a half in diameter, and nine tt>nths of an inch 
thick. It gives a focus of four and a half inches 
from the plane side. Sir David Brewster says, 
' It wu intended to be used as a lens, either 
for magnifying or condensing the rays of the 
sun.'" (See Layard's "Nineveh and Babylon," 
pages 16 and 17, Chapter VIII.) This settles the 
fact that the ancients at a very remote period 
were familiar with all those laws of optics a 
knowledge of which is required to invent the 
telescope, and also with the manufacture of glass, 
80 necessary for lenses designed for telescopic 
usee. That the art of making glass was known 
to the ancients-a fact once doubted-is proved 
also by discoveries in Egypt, where the whole 
process of blowing glass has been.fonnd depicted 
on- the ancient monuments. So great was the 
skill of the ancient Egyptians in making vases 
of various colored glass, that our best Europeao 
workmen of modern times can not equal them. 
Glass was also one of the great exports of the 
Phamicians. The Egypti~s, however, surpassed 
all others, and some vases of brilliant colors, pre­
sented by an Egyptian priest to the Emperor 
Hadrian, were considered 80 valuable and carious 
that they were never used exceP.t on grand ooca· 
sions. Some of the details of Egyptian glass in 
mosaic-work (by a process common with that 
people moN than three thousand years ago), such 
as the feathers of bircls, are 80 fine as to 61 only 
miJtk out teith a len8, which means of magnifying 
must therefore ha,•e been known in Egypt at the 
remote period when this mosaic glass-work was 
made. This shows us that t!le u11e of the lena 
was not confined to .Assyria at an early epoch, 
nor y~t was a recent discovery then>. (Wilkin· 
son's.."' Ancient Egyptians.") 

:Mr. Baldwin, in his work, continues as lol· 
lows : "Even the G.i'Eieks and Rotuans, wi!h lower 
attainments in astronomy, had aids to eyesight. 
They are mentioned in 'De Placitas PhiL,' bD. 
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iii, o. v, attributed to Plutarch, also ia his 'Vita 
Marcelli,' and by PliDy, ' iliat. N atur.,' lib. zu:rii, 
o. v, where be aaya that, ·in his time, artificers 
aaed emeralds to assist the eye, and that they 
were concave, tbe better to collect tbe visual 
rayL" Be adds that Nero used su.:h glaaaea 
wha he watched the 6ghta of the gladiator£. 

"There is frequent mention of conc:•e and 
con.aJ: glasses used for optical purposes, and tbey 
evidently came from Egypt and the East. Iam­
~lichus tella us, in his life of Pythagoras, that 
Pythagoras sought to contrive instn1menta tb 1t 
ehoald aid hearing 111 e1fectually P optic glasses 
and other contrivances aided sight. Plutarch 
speab of mathematical instruments used by .Ar­
chimedes • to mnifest to the eye the largeneaa of 
the sun.' Pythagoras aud .Archimedes both studied 
in Egypt and Phamicia, aud probably iD Chaldea. 
Pythagoras, who lived iu the sixth century before 
Christ, is said to have 'visited Egypt and many 
oocntriea of the East ' in pursuit of knowledge ; 
and Archimedes, who lived after the time of 
.Aluander, apeut much time in Egypt, 'and vis­
ited many other countries.' . 

"It appears that, in the time of Pythagoras, 
'optic glaaaes,' contrived to increase the power of 
vision, were so common as not to be regarded as 
objects of curiosity, and there can be no reason­
able doubts that they were &rat invented by the 
gr«zl ,.. vl&o Cf'IGUtl ll&at profovnil ICimce of 
culroraomv for which people of Caahiw origin 
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were everywhere so pre6mineutly diGiDgaishecl, 
and which was 80 intimately cora'*'«~ wi&A n­
ligion." (Baldwin's" Prehistoric Nations," pagea 
178, 179.) 

The authorities above quoted, and ·the consid­
erations advanced, rencler it certain 'that the an· 
cienta uot only possessed the telescope, or its fall 
equivaleut, but also h3d attained a pro&.ciency 
in aatronom: abuudantly sufficient for tbem to 
have originated the philosophical aatronomical 
allegories ascribed to them in the course of thi11 
work. Their religion, aaye llr. Baldwin, waa in­
timately connected with astronomy. 

Having thus disposed of matters which were 
deemed to be necessary preliminaries to our eul:­
ject, the consideration of the connection between 
the astronomical ideas of the ancients and their 
religion, and the origin and true meaning of the 
masonic traditions, legends, symbols, and em­
blems, will DO longer be delayed. What we have 
to say wUl be embodied in a aeries of questions 
and autnren. This is a mode of instruction made 
familiar to all brothers of the fraternity by the 
masonic lectures pertaining to the varioaa de­
grees. It ie therefore believed that this mode 
will be the most acceptable to maaoDic readers, 
and not displeasing to others. It bas the addi­
tional merit of permitting a degree of conden­
sation and brevity not inconsistent with clear­
ness of uplanation, which no other method pos­
aeaaea. 



PART SECO~~-

L lUsomo AsnoNOK1'. 
IL TIIB Au.sooaY or TB£ DuTa AND RB&11BB&CTIOli or TBB SoN • 

..4JTGAglil in the Form, qf 11 Jlt11011.ie Lectur&, and iUtutratlll by a Zodiacal .Diagram. 

I. 

JI.ASON/C .ASTRONOMY. 

)U..HE OF THE ORDER. 

Q. By what name were masons anciently 
known? 

A. Long before the building of King Solo­
mon's temple, masons were known as the "Suns 
of Light." .Masonry wa& practiced by the an­
cient& under the name of Lux (Light), or its 
eqllivalent, in the various languages of antiquity. 

Q. What is said to be the origin of the word 
" maBOnry "? 

.A. We are informed by several distinguished 
writers that it is a corruption of the Greek word 
muouraneo, which signifies "I am in the midst 
of heaven," allu(ling to the sun, which, being" in 
the midst of heaven," is the great source of light. 
Others derive it ~rectly from the ancient Egyp­
tian PAre, the sun, and .Mas, a child : Pllre-Ntu­
'en-i. e., Children of the Sun, or, Sons of Light. 

AIITBONOKY .AND GEOKETBY. 

Q. What two sciences have always been held 
in especial reverence by masons ? 

A. Astronomy and geometry, the latter be­
cause it is the foundation of the former. 

TRE LODGE. 

Q. How ought every lodge to be sitt~.at6d? 
.A. Due east and west. 
Q. Whyso? 
A. Beo•U¥• in the language of Dr. Hemming, 

a distinguished brother and masonic writer, "the 
sun, the glory of the Lord, rises in the east and 
sets in the west." 

Q. What are the dimensions and covering of 
a lodge? 

A. Its dimensions are without limit, and " its 
covering no less than the clouded canopy or 
starry-decked heavens." In the language of Oli­
ver, "Boundless is the extent of a mason's lodge 
-in height to the topmost heaven-in depth to 
the central abyss-in length from east to west­
ic breadth from north to south." 

Q. How many lights bas a lodge? 
A. According to Dr. Oliver, in his " Diction­

ary of Symbolical Masonry," a lodge bas three 
lights-one in the east, another in the west, and 
another in the south. 

Q. Why are they so situated? 
A. Dr. Oliver, in his work just named (see 

page 163, "Lesser Lights"), says they are so sit­
uated " in allusion to the SllD, which, rising in the 
east, gains the meridian in the south, and disap­
peal'B' in the west., These luminaries, saya Dr. 
Oliver, in the same place, "represent, emblemat­
ically, the sun, the moon, and the master of the 
lodge." The same authority informs us that a 
lodge has no light in the north, because the aun 
dart& no rays from thence." (See page 109, 
" Fixed Lights.") · 

Q. Of what is a lodge therefore emblematic 1' 
A. The whole earth ill'UIIinated. by the IUD, 

abiDing from the east, south, and west ; covered 
by day with a "clouded cauopy" and at night by 
"tbe starry-decked heavens." Says HatobiUOD, 
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a standard masonic author, "The lodge, when 
reyealed to an entering mason, discovers to him 
the representation of the world." 

THE OFFICEBS1 STATIONS. 

Q. Why stands the Junior Warden in the 
south, the Senior Warden in the tDest, and the 
Master in the east f 

A. Because the sun rises in the east to open 
and govern the day, and sets in the tDest to close 
the labors of the same ; while the sun in t.be S()Uth 
admonishes the weary workman of his mid-day 
meal, and calls him from labor to refreshment. 
Dr. Oliver informs Ull, in his dictionary, that "the 
pedestal, with the volume of the sacred Jaws, is 
placed in the eastern part of the lodge, to signify 
that as the sun rises in the east, to open and 
enliven the day, so is the "r orshipful Master 
placed in the east to open the lodge, and to em· 
ploy and instruct the brethren in masonry." (See 
article" East.") Gadicke, another masonic writer, 
says, " The sun rises in the east, and in the east is 
the place for the Worshipful .Master"; and, final· 
ly, Dr. Hemming, speaking of the three principal 
officers of the lodge, says : "The san rises in the 
east to open the day, and dispenses life and nour­
ishment to the whole creation. This is well rep­
resented by the Worshipfulltlaster, who is placed 
in the east to open the lodge, and who imparts 
light, knowledge, and instruction to allnnder his 
direction. When it arrives at its greatest altitude 
in the south, where its beams are most piercing, 
and the cool shade most refreshing, it is then also 
well represented by the Junior Warden, who is 
placed in the soue/, to observe its approach to 
meridian, and at the hour of ~oon to call the 
brethren from labor to refreshment. Still pur· 
suing its coUl'&e to the tDest, the sun at length 
closes the day and lulls all nature to repose ; it 
is then fitly represented by the &nior Warden, 
who is placed in the tDest to close the lodge, by 
command of the W onhipful Master, after hav· 
ing rendered to every one the just reward of his 
labor." 

It is thus apparent that not only the position, 
form, dimensions, lights, and furniture of the 
lodge, but aiao ita principal officers, their respec· I 
tive stationa and duties there, all havE! reference 

to the sun. The several quotations made from 
the public and authorized writings of distin· 
gnished members of the craft render this plain to 
unmasonic readers. All members of the frater­
nity will find this fact more fully confirmed in 
their minds from their own knowle-dge of the 
particulars of the ritual itself. 

THE :YASO~IC JOUBNBY, 

(l. In what direction are masons instructed to 
trave1? 

A. Toward the east, in search of light. 
Q. Whyso? 
A. Because the snn rises in the east, and is 

the great source of light •• 

:U.A.SONIC 'l\'ORD&. AND NAHES. 

Q. What does the word of :m E. A. M. signify? 
···A.- It has more t~an one <'ollateral m<•a.nin~t, 

pronounr.t>d or written either forward or bat'kward, 
but if dividf.'d into the radicallj of which it is com· 
posed it ""ill be found to signify the Fire· God, 
or Quicl.·~liii(J Fire-i. e., thr sun. 

Q. What dOL>s the word of a F. C. M. si!(tlify? 
A. This word, if divided into its ra.di<'.als, 

me:~ns the moon. . 
Q. What does the word of a M. :M. signify ? 
A. The roots of which it i11 composed signify 

the Benevolent God of Fire-i. e., the sun ; and, 
as it was by the aid of fire that metals were first 
brought into a state fit for the use of man, thi.<~ 
divinity was named Vulcan by the Romans, and 
worshiped by them. 

Q. What does the name of 0. G. M. H. A. 
signify? · 

A. It is derived from two roots, which signify 
the origin or manifestation of light; also he who 
was and is. 

Q. What, then, do~s the whole name signify ? 
A. Tbe source of eternal ligbt-i. e., the sa~ 

-taken as an emblem of Deity. 
Q. Whom, therefore, does 0. G. :M. H. A. 

represent? 
A. The great source of light-the BUD. 

TilE BOY .U. .A.BCJL 

Q. What is the Royal .Arch? 
A. It may be defined in nearly the same words 

as the lodge, and is no less than the starry vault 
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of heaven, or great zodiacal arch, reaching ft'Om Q. What is the most favorable time to observe 
the vernal to the autumnal equinox. the Royal Arch? 

~- How is the Royal Arch supported ? A. If we "'"ish to observe. the constellations as 
A. By three of the cardi.I!al points of the zo. they were at the summer solstice at the time of 

diac : being the equinoctial points at the base and the building of King "olomon's temple, we should 
10lstitial point at the summit. view the heavens about the lat of August, but as 

Q. Of what are these three points emblem- tho sun in the south at high twelve, by its over-
atio ? . powering light, prevents the proper stars beift!' 

A. Like the three pillars of .the lodge, they arc seen, it will be necPssary to deter our observations 
emblematic of WISDO)[, STBE!iGTH, and BuuTr. for six months, or until abc at the 5th of irebruary, 
Dr. Oliver, in Ms " Dictionary of Symbolical Ma- at which time the same stars are visible at mid­
sonry," informs us that "the lodge is supported by nigl&t. "Low twelve," about the 5th of February, 
three pillars, which are called Wisdom, Strength, is, therefore, the best time to view the Royal Arch. 
and Beauty ; because no piece of architecture can If we tl:en take our station, looking SO'lth, and 
be termed perfect unless it ha"re wisdom to con- lift oar eyes to the vast arch oi heaven, the spec­
tiive, strength to support, and beauty to adorn." taclt1 will be one of unsurpassed magnificence, And 

Q. Why are tb~:~ three great zodiacal points to an intelligent mason eloquent with the trath11 
which support the Royal Arch of heaven also of his pMfession. Far up the bluf" t'.oneave, and 
emblematic of wisdom, strength, and beauty ? . within less than 30° of the summit of the arch, 

A. At the time C'f the building of King Solo- 1 will be seen the constellation Leo, typical of 
mon's temple, or about 1004 :a. o., the cele:;tial STBDGTH ; on either side will be seen the con­
equator cut the ecliptic at about 10° of the con· stellations Aries and Libra, which anciently 
stellation Aries. .At that period th11 constellation marked the equinoctial roints, and upon which 
Leo was therefore near the solstitial point, and the whole majestic arch seems to rest. 
summit of the zodiacal arch. Now, as tbe lion is Libra, the Balance, is typical of that WIS­
the strongest of beasts, and because the summit DOH which, in the scales of Reason, duly weighs 
or key of an arch is its strongest point, _and the and considers all things ; while ..Ariu, marking 
sun, when he reaches that point, has the greatest the ancient place of the vernal equinox, is typi· 
glory and power, it being the summe.- solstice. cal of Bl!..6.trTY, and also gives a sure token that 
when the day is the longest-that point is em- the sun, which lies dead in the cold anus or 
blematic of strengeh. 'rhe vernal equino:J: sig- Night and Winter, will arise again in the spring­
r.i6es beauey, because it marks the opening of time, clothed with new life and power. The ver· · 
spring, which is the season of beauty, and adorns nal equinox, or si1n .Ariel, is therefore also the 
both tlte heavens with light and the ea"h with symbol of immortality, and teaches that the coni 
1lo>wers. The autumnal equino:J: denotes tDutloril, of man will rise in glory from the darkness of 
because it is the season of maturity. Near that the grave. It also reminds masons of the lamb, 
point is also seen the constellation of the Serpent, "which has in all ~ges bean considered an em­
in all ages typical of wisdom, and in many an- blem of innocence," and admonishes him "of that 
cient .zodiacs this point is designated by the fi~- purity of life and conduct which is so essentially 
nre of a serpent. necessary to his gaining admiaaion into the celes-

Q. How may the truth and beauty of tbiR be tial lodge above, where tb.,; Supreme Architect 
more nrongly impressed upon the mind ? of the universe presides." 

A. By contemplating the Royal Arch itself In the east, in close proximity to Libra, stanch 
aa it actually appears in the heavenL the bflautiful viTgin of the zodiac, tbe conatella· 

Q. What is required in order to be able tc. do ~on Virgo. In her left band gleams the bright 
so ? star 6pica, while not far aWAy toward the north 

A. A. sufficient knowledge of the constella- Ardurul ahinea in splendor. In the west !lbvnu 
dona ana a favorable time of obsenation. is seen with the PUiaddl. Orion also lifts hie giant 
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fu1·m nltJO,!! the ~ok~, ~ui,Jime in hi~ n.:tjt:sty :mel 
lwaury. !:'till J .. wc.:r olmno. :111cl nt·:u· the horizon, 
hbzc· the great ~llll·~t:tr .... ;,.;,,, /','<•t'!J''n al..:o 
shim·s witb aluw:-t ' '' fll :tl ..:lory lti!,!'hc•r up the ~ky. 

frewini, t•"'· tit,· twill lor•>tht•ro: Co~st .. r :twl 
Pol!H.C, off~pritt~ ,,f t!tt• illi!.!loty .1""'• acl.oru the 
hca1·cus. In tiot• uurth "('••-'·';"!"" :<its i11 hl'r 
~oldc.:tl C'h:lir," II' hilt• the (,', ·. •If JJ. •II' gu:trcl:- tht• 

pole. TIH'rc.:, tcu '· an· ~•·t·tl 1.'· 1.; •• " ·'• aud A ""''"l"' · 
da bounrl to th.· J'(tl'k \\'ith c · lta iu~. Tl~t• J!"br I 

~>tar, <'mhlt'm of l't<•rn:d t'un;.t:111c·~· • ..:hint•,. with a 
steady light'; 11 hilc· around tilt' poiP thL· ~caly 

l.Jr,tgon coil~ hi~ glit· 
tc1·in~ folcls. ~J •·an· 
while, as we contitHte 
to ub~crn• the mid­
night mcriuian, ot ht·r 
constellations, as tiH•y 
rise, lil!ht up th!.' 
gleaming arch, ea<·h 
teac!Jing a different 
lesson, and all-
" Fur c1·~r sin:.:ing, as th~y 

~It inc, 
The hnnd thut made ~~~ 

is <lil'inc." 

Th<' aceomp:~.nying 
diag-ram of the Royal 
.Arch i~ but a g-eomct· 
r:cal projl!<·tion, and, 
thcrcfon·, .~in!l noth­
inf! more than the rei· 
ative po~itions of the 
"arious ronstellations ancl Figns of the Royal 
Arch. The summer solstice is rrpresentt'd as the 
key-ttonc of the arch, n.nt1 h:ts the astronomical 
sign of the sun inscrihcd upon it, showing that 
on the 2ht of June the sun is exaltC'd to the sum­
mit of the arch. It was formerly thought that 
the ancient Egyptians·were not a<.'quaintt•d with 
":ncb" in architecture, but late discovcril•S show 
that it was known to them at least 2100 B. c. (See 
Wilkinson's "Egyptians of the Time of the Pha­
raohs," page 137.) 

XING SOLOMON'S TEMPLE. 

Q. Of what was King Solomon's temple em­
blematic? 

A. Tln1t t l'rn pi<· nut mac I·· 11·i t h ll.tll•l-, <·a· mal 
iu th•· hc.:ai' L'II~ . 

(~. lla~ tlw w .. rd "lt' IIIJd• · ·• at·~· uu•auin; ~<i!;· 
nifil'ant of t!Ji, ~ 

A. All atH'i(•lll lo•l!IJ•'-" \\'o l't• nrrgin.dly deJi­
t•atc.:c l to tht• llt•r-i•iJ• nl rho· ~nn anol r.hr otl11·r 
cele~ti:~.l orlo~, n·hn~.· ,.j,·,·uit "' t !It' lll':ll' t·u~ c·n.l'h 
year wn.;; c.:ru!Jll'm:llio·:dly rq•n·" utt•ol iu th<' J\'lails 
of their cuu~truc·tiou aud "I'II.UJH·ut,.. Tuc wu1·t.l 

"temple" is frorn f• '"!"'·'· 1 itll<·: '' ulf'l''"' t'llllll s 
from tellljill$1 n.uol tho· woo~·. I "knq•lc .. is tlwrc.:· 
fore synonyruutb 11 itl1 t,., .. 1 •. •s. tiu~t· , ur the year. 

Q. ny whom is time-i. (•., the temple-each 
year bcautifi~d and adornt'!l '! 

A. By the sun, who, from March to Octob<'r, 
is continually engaged in beautifying the heavt>ns 
and the earth. 

Q. \\"her. was the building nf the temple com­
menced? 

A. On tbe 2d day of Zif, or about the 21st of 
April. 

Q. When was tbe·tc!mple finished? 
A On the 4th day of llul, or about the 21st 

of October. 
Q. Ha\·e these dates any astronomical signifi­

cance? 
A. They have. On the 21st of April the sun 
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eaters ~IWUI, ud the plowing and planting be. 
giL On the llat of October the aun euters Scor­
pio i " the summer is over and the harvest is fin­
ished." It was, therefore, that the aun, in his 
paaaage through the sevet& signs (typical of years), 
from Aries to Scorpio, was said, emblematically, 
to raise the Royal Arch, beautify and adorn the 
heavens, and bring forth the bounti!ul fruits of 
the earth. 

Q. r.. it, therefore, to be understood that the 
whole account of the building of King Solom~n'a 
temple, as given in the masonic tradition, is an 
astronomical myth 1 

.A. By DO means, for there is no fact more 
certain than the building of King Solomon's tem­
ple, as both sacred and profane history testify. 
It is nevertheless true that the masonic tradition 
reepecting it is one of mystical import. It con· 
taiu within itself not only the history in part of 
the building of an actual earthly ud material 
temple, but also an emblematic deacriptii)D of 
tbe heavens and the earth, as well 1.11 of the 
panioalara of the annual passage of the sun 
among the twelve signs of the zodiac. There 
is also good :reason for believing the temple 
itself was expressly built, so as to be in ita va­
riou parts emblematic of the whole order of 
nature. 

Josephus (moat learned of Jews) directly in­
forma 111 that the lalHmaclf, which was a p~to­
type of the temple, was tbaa e.mblematic in its 
ooutraction. ·He aya, speaking of the tabernacle 
and vestments of the bigh·priest., tb:J.t, " if any 
one, without prejudice and with jadgmeut, look 
upon these things, be will find lhey .,,... everv 
one ruade in way of imi'tllion and rep,.uen~ation 
of 1M t.:niveru. ""hen Moses distinguished the 
tabernacle into three parts, and allowed two of 
them to the prie!lt8, as a place accessible and com· 
moo, be denoted the land and the sea, these being 
of general access to all ; bnt lae set apart the third 
division for God, beca1111e heaven is inaccessible 
to men. And when he ol'dered twelve loaves to 
be set upon the table, he denoteci the year as dis· 
tiuguiahed into 10 many months. By branchiag 
out tLe candlestick into ~~nent:r parts, he aeoretly 
intimated the .DeoGni, or seventy divisions of the 
p1aDeU ; ud u to the aeva lamps UfOn the can-

dleaticb, they referred to the coane of the plu­
eta, of which that is the number. The vella, too; 
which were composed of four things, they declare 
the four elements ; for the fine linen was proper 
to signify the earth, because the hz grows out 
of the earth. The purple signifies the sea, be. 
cause that color is dyed by the blood of a sea 
abell-6ah ; the blue is fit to signify the air, and 
the scarlet will naturally be an iDdication of ire. 
Now, the vestment of the high-priest, being made 
of linen, signified the earth ; the blue denotes the 
sky, being like lightning in its pomegranates, and 
in the noise of the bella resembling thander. ADd 
for tbe ephod, it showed that God bad made the 
uoiverae of four {elements}; and as !or the gold 
interl\"oven, I suppose it related to the splendor, 
by which all things are enlightened. He al10 
appointed the breastplate to be placed in the 
middle of tbe ephod to resemble the earth, for 
that was the very middle place of the world. .And 
the girdle which encompasaecl the high-P.rieat 
roand signified the ocean, Cor that goes round 
about, and includes the univOI'IIe. Each of the 
sardonyxes declares to us the ann and moon­
those, I mean, which were in tbe nature of but· 
tou on the high-priest's shoulders. And as for 
the twelve atonu, whether we nndcratand by them 
the months, or whether we understand the like 
number of the sip of that circle ••bich the 
Greeks call the zodiac,- we shall not. be mistaken 
in their meaning. As for the mitre, which was 
of blue flolor, it aooms to me it meana heaven, for 
bow otherwise could the name of God be inscrl~ 
upon it ? That it was also lllustratecl with a crown, 
and that of gold aiiKI, is beca1188 of that .splendor 
with W'bich God is pleased. Let this explanation 
auillce at present. ' 1 (".Antiquities," Book III, 
Chapter VII, 7.) . 

The concluding sentence of this quotation con­
veys a clear intimation that many other emblem­
atic partiC'ulara in the construcuon of the taber­
nacle might be pointed out. Now, 11 the" holy 
place," and veils, candlesticks, lamps, vestments, 
and other particu.lara of the tabernaole were spe­
cifically reproduced in the temple, we may safely 
conclude that the temple it.aelf wu so built as to 
be also emblematic, in ita aneral parts, of the 
universe. Nor when we relect that' tbe deaigu 



KA.SOlfiO J.S'lBONOBY. 39 

for the temple, aa well aa the tabemacle, are said 
to have been giva by God himself, need we be 
surprised at this, for what more reasonable than 
to suppose that, when tbe great Creator of all 
tbbags revealed. the designs for a temple to be 
dedicated to himself, it ebould. thus be made in 
all ita pa'l'tl emblematic of the sum of all his other 
worb-tbe atire universe? Tbe lodge, accord­
ing to all maaonic writers, ia emblematic of Xing 
Solomon's temple; it ia therefore eaay to see why 
it ia also emblematic of the heaveDS and. the earth. 
It could. not be the one without being also the 
other. It also naturally follows that the masonic 
tradition is tbua pouessecl of a threefold. character: · 

1. It ia iD part an actual history of the build­
ing of King Solomon's temple. 

2. It is an emblematic description of the heav­
ens and the earth. 

8. By a system of allegorical and astronomical 
symbols it ia the depository of a high cocle of· 
morals. 

ID ita triune aspect it is, therefore, DISTOBIO..U., 

scm.-nnc, and. :arotil.. In it the two accounts 
of the building of the actual and the mystical 
temple, the earthly and. the beavaly one, are 
curioaaly interwoven and. permeate each other. 
Yet, the astronomical k-.y being given, they may 
be separated., and each contemplated by itself. 

WUH .6.BIJ'. 

In them Hiram Abif appean both as an au­
thentic and. a mystical peraouage. H• ia not only 
the cunning craftsman employed. by Xing Solo­
mon to beautify and adorn the actual temple, bat. 
also an emblematic being, representing the sau, 
who, by h!a magnetic power, raises the Royal 
Arch of heaven, and. beaatm!s and. ~oi'DI the 
t81'l'elltrial and. celestial sphttres, for which reaaon 
his name baa a twofold meaning, significant of 
both characters. 

It ia also trat that to some ext.at th.: life and. 
conduct of the real personage ia emblematic of 
the mystical one, ye~t they ~er in several impor· 
&ant particulars : 

1. The ,.,mcaz Biram ia represented. in the 
masonic tradition u being an architect, snperiu­
&encling the baildiDg and clrawiug oat the plana 
for the temple. 

.· The r«Jl.Biram, u mentioned. in history, was, 
acoordhlg to the Bible, and. also J osepbu, no 
architect at all, and. drew out none of the designs 
for the temple. 

2. The my1tical Hiram, according to masonic 
tradition, ia represented aa having lost his life 
sucldenly before the completion of the temple, in 
the midst of hill labors, and with many of his 
cleaignsanbished. 

On the contrary, the Ailtorical Hiram, as we 
are expressly informed. in the sacred Scriptures, 
lived to finish all his labors in and. about the tem­
ple, and for IDng Solqmou. 

For the benefit of nnmaaouic readers, we will 
give the subs&ance of the masonic tr.iclition re­
lating to Hiram .Ab~, which ia taken word for 
word from Dr. Oliver's "Dictionary of Symboli­
cal Masonry," a work authorized. by the highest 
masonic bodies in England. and America. Says 
Dr. Oliver : " We bave an old' tftclition deliv­
ered down, orally, that it was the duty of Biram 
.Ab~ ~ superintend. the workmen, and that the 
reports of the officers were always eumined with 
the most scrupulous u:actDesa. At tba opening 
of the day, when the aan was rising in the east, 
it was his conatant custom, be!o.lre the commence­
ment of labor, to enter the temple and. olfer up 
his prayers to Jehovah for a blessing ou the work. 
And. iD like manner, when the ean set in t.he west 
and. the labors of the dny were cloeecl, and. the 
workmen had departed, be returned his thanks to 
the Great Architect of the universe for the har­
monious protectiou of the day. Not content with 
this devout expression of his feelings, morning 
and. e:vening, he always went into the temple at 
the hoar of high twelve, when t.he men were called 
from mbor to refreshment, to iDSpect the progress 
of the work, to draw fresh designs upon the trac­
ing-board, if auch were necessary, and. tc> perform 
other scientific labors, not forgetting to CODse­

crate his duties by solmrn prayer. These relig­
ious cuatoiD8 were faithfully performed f,r the 
fimt siz years in the II8Cret recesses of hia lodge, 
and. for the last year in the precincts of the moat 
holy place. At length, on the very day appointed. 
for celebratiDg the cap-atone of the buildhag, be 
retired. u aaual, accorcting to our tradition, at the 
hoar of high Swelve, tlft4 did Ml NIVm Gllt~l." 
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·----··---·---
(See article •• Higb Twelve.") Some further par- \\"ill thus be at-en, Bpc.>:lks of him as being tbe chief 
ticulars of the masonic legend are ~nn iu the architect of tho t~mple, superintending the work­
ume book, under the article " Burial-Place": rut'n :1nd drn"·in~ out designs for tbt· con:struction 

"The burial-place," says Dr. Oliv«'r, "of :1 1 of the t-t'mple. 
master mason, is under the Holy of HoJicll, with I 'rbc Mseori!'!tl Hiram, mentioned in tho Bible 
tbe follo11ing lc~encl clelinl!:lted on the monu- I :1ncl by .rus(:lphus. ill a. di1f(•rcnt personage from 
ment : A virgin weeping m·er a brukc•n Mlnmn., 1 tbP traditional cmt'. That llir:uu, wbo "'as acto· 
with a book open bt'fort' her. In lwr ri,~;ht hand I nlly sent to Kiu~ ·:O:olomnn, h:lll r1othin~ to (to 
a sprig of ca~!'lia, in her left an urn. Tim<' I with furnishing thl• ;ll·l!ignl'l Cor the tl'l1l)'le. ·we 
standing behind h«Jr with his hand11 cnfolcl<'d in are ~X)•tC'I~>Iy iuf<•J·nwd that= the cll"'igu!l, fonn, 
the ringlets of her hair. Thl• "·c:cpiug ,·ir~iu I and dim('nl'iiun~ _of thll t('mplt- Wl•n; nil gi\"cn by 
denotes tho unfinil;bcd Rt:ltC or the 1«'1Dl'lt•. the I cli\'int- COTUUIU.IICl (2 Cbron. iii): 'l'u ha\'(' altcr('rl 
broken column, thnt one o£ the 11rint·ipal support- ~ or mculifi<•d tlwm in the l'n&aiJ<·"t p11rticnlnr would 
ere of masonry (IL A. ll.) bad fallt·n; the optm tht>rt'f,lre bn,·c ltc·~n-a sin. wbirh wonliJ h:n·e <'all~d 
bo<Jk implies that his memory i11 ro~m·ell•J in every . down the• in .. t:mt :uul l~rrihlt• dil'pleasurc antl pun­
mason's heart; the ~prig of c.:a.o;sia r<·ft•l'8 to th~! l il'llunt•ut •lC .I l'lu.,·ah. lii•·atn j,: now her<' mcnti.lnefl 
discovery or bis rl.!maius; and the urn 1-hows that j or dC'~>cl·ib<•el in the.: Bihh• 11" lx•iug :m art·hiteet, or 
his ashes hav(' .h~cn carefully <'nllec.-t'-'<1; :u~ol 1 C!\'l'D a Luilell·r. Tu 1 J\ingcni.14, he is clescribrd 
Time, standing hl'hind her, im}Jli~ tbnt tinu·, 1 a..o; bC'in~t .. fillt•rl with wi-<clum. aml un'tlentnnding, 
pa.tience, and pene\·erance "'ill accompli~;b all lancl cunning t1• '""r!..• !tll tctJrl.·' i11 brau." In .2 
things." . Chron. ii, 1 '· thC' ji.tt/1!'1' u( llir:Lm is dt!S(•ribed al'! 

Dr. Oliver also, in his ninth lecture, on the I "skillfnl to "'"rk in J!llhl, :tnd in sih·er, in lmLtlll, 

"Thcocrati<' Pbilot~opby of Frecma .. onry,"' llfllmk- r in irun., in P.:ltoll(·. au·l iu rimbc.-r, in pnrple, in hlne, 
ing of Hiram Ahif, ~YII: ''The lt•ge111l of his ~ nncl iu titw lirwrr. :ami in l'rim:"o,~ll; alMo to ::rm.\*(' 
death it will be unnecel!Sarj to rC.OJI<':lt, but thrre I any nuumcr Clf l!''a,·in!!.'' From tl1is it is c\·idt>nt 
are some circumstances connected "·ith it which I thnt the fnthc·r of 1 lir:un, "·ho "·n"' n man of Tvrc. 
may be intcrcating. His illustrious eon,.orl, whose ""llll by proff'~<~<ion n clt•e•orat h·f' arti~t and sculptor. 
memory is dear to every true" mason, t\'as so sin· It i11 probnhle that lliram f(•lluw(•d tla«' profession 
cerely attach~d to him that, a.t his death, she be- I oC his fntbc•r, :U"corcling t\1 tlw custOID or the times, 
came inconsolable, and, refusing to he comforted, otherwiti(' llimm, 1\in~ nf T~·J'f·, \\"ould not have 
she spent the greater part of her timE! in lamenta- thn!! pnrticnlarly spokC'n oi thu proCession of his 
tion and mourning 1)\'cr the tomb which l'Ontained £a•hcr in C)t'!lt'rihiug tl1e ac·I'OinJllillbments or lfi. 
bia venerated ashes. The monument erected to ram Auiff bim11cl£. King Hiram speaks of Hiram 
his memory was pt'culiarly Slalcndicl, haYing been Abi1f 11imply as "a cunring man, endued with 
curiously constructed of black and '\\"bite marble, uncl<'rstanding" (vcn:e 13). Josephus also m<'n· 
from plans furnished by the Grand ·warden, on tions Hiram, :mil u11es the fol!owing language re· 
the purest masonic principles, and occupied an specting him : "This man was skillful in all sortR 
honorable situation in the private g:l.rden belong· of t\'Ork, but his cM~f 11kill lay in ~eorking in gold, 
ing to the royal palace." silver, aw.l orc.IJIII, by "·l1om were made all tbe 

The foregoing authorized publication of the mechan.ica[VJ(}r/.·.t about tho temple, according to 
main· facta of the masouic legend respecting the tbe will of Solomon." ("Antiquities," Book VIII. 
death of Hiram Abiff, contains all the particnla.rs Chapter Til, 4.) 
necessary for the illustration of our subject to Not a '1\"ord about his having anything to do 
uomasouic readers. To members of the fra.ter- with the building o£ the temple itself. But, as if 
nity, ail the details of tbe tragic tradition are of to put this question at rest, not only Jo11ephus, but 
course familiar, and many things designedly made the Bible also, mentions just what these "me­
obscure to all others will be clear to them. chanical works" were. In 1 Jr'mga vii, is a com-

The masonic tradition respecting Hiram, it plete list and description of them, and of aU the 
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worb done about the temple and for ita uae by 
H"uam. This list of the worb of Hiram ia also 
giveD in 2 Chron. iv, 11-19. The same list is 
also given by J oaephu&. From these authorities 
we learn that Hira:11 mad.a for K"mg Solomon-

Ths tt.oo pillar• of brtu~, calktl Jachin an!l 
Boa.z, together tDith tluir omament.t. 

Tlw molten 1ea of brasa, t.oith t!Delve. ozcn 
und6t' it; a work of great artistic be&uty, but 
calling for the geniu of a BenveDuto Cellini, 
rather than of a Sir Christopher Wren. 

Also, ten lmuen laver• anti their basu, and 
many pots, shovels, Jluh-kooka, and other altar­
furniture, to be ued in and about the sacrifices. 

.All of the foregoing articles were made of 
bright brass, and they were cast in clay molds, in 
the plain& of Jordan, bettoeen &ccoth anti Zare­
tlatAah (2 Chron. iv; :i. Kings vii, 45, 46). Sue­
colA means 11 booths," and was so named because 
J ,cob built him a houe there, and " made booths 
for his cattle" (GeD. ~. 17). It isJfft.v milu, 
at least, in an air-lim, north by east of Jerusalem, 
beyond Jordan, between Peniel, near the ford of 
the torrent Jabbok and Shecbem; while Zareda­
thah, or Zarthan, as it is called in Kings, is still 
farther north than Succoth. The words 11 bat.oem 
Succoth and Zaredatbah," therefore, denotes that 
the place where the brass foundries were situated 
and these castings were made, was yet farther 
from J eraaalem than Succoth. The modem ns.me 
of the torrent Jabbok is Watly Zurka. (See 
Smith's "Dictionary of the Bible," and maps of 
the Holy Land at the time of David and ChriaL) 

As the distance in an air-line f!'om Jerusalem 
to Succoth was at least fifty miles, it is to be pre; 
sumed that the distance by the traveled route was 
conaidtorably more. It may be said that the clay 
only was procured at this distant place (distant 
when we consider the slow means of travel in 
those days), and that it was brought to Jerusa­
lem, to be the~ used by the artist in making the 
molds for his caatings. But the sacred ten ex­
pressly says that the casting was done on the 
apoL . 

The scene of the labors of Biram mast, there­
fore, have been conaiderably over fifty mlles from 
lerasalem, or more than two clays' joamey, at the 
aulleat caloalation ; twenty milea beiDg an on1i· 

nary day's joumey in those times and that coun­
try. Smith, in his Bible Dictioru-..ry, aaya fifteen. 

Besides thf.a, the making of the molds and pat­
terns for them would require the personal atten­
tion if not labor of Hin.m himself. The caating 
of large pieces,. such as were required for the 
brazen sea, the lavers and their bases, and the 
pillars Jachin and Boaz, which were eighteen 
cubits, or about thirty-two feet in height, mut 
have demanded his constant care and watchful 
attention. (See .Cellini's account of the cuting 
of his. bronze Perseus, "Memoirs," voL ii, c. :di.) 
These facts, taken in connection with the great 
number of cWferent pieces of work, render it evi­
dent that Hiram must have been kept the greater 
part of his time at the distant scene of his labors, 
where the c;lay required could alone be found. It 
is imposeible, under the eircumstanca, that he 
could have visited the temple in J erusaJem, from 
fifty to sixty miles distant, three times a day, or 
even once a day, during the seven years that the 
temple was being builL 

Besides these works in brass, we are !old that 
Hiram made for Solomon of pure gold tm candle· 
stick~ for the oracle, VJith jlotDerl, laml"t Glad 
tongs; also botola, lnuffera, IHuina, anti CM661'1, 

anti hingu of gold, for the holy place and for 
the doors of the temple. All this work, it wi1! 
be seen, is that of a "cunning worker in metda" 
and a decorative artist, none of it that of an archl­
tect or builder. 

The other decorative works done in and on the 
temple proper. consisting of carvingta c.n the wan. 
of figures of che:"ubim and palm-trees, also the 
golden cherubim which were set up in the holy 
place, are not any of them included in the list of 
the works of Hiram, nor, indeed, named in the 
same chapter. 

The my1tical Biram of the masonic tradition, 
we are also told, met with a sudden death, the 
particulars of which are known to all mf'mben of 
the fraternity, before the completion of the tem­
ple. Had any such accideDt befallen the actual 
Biram (leading, aa we are told, to the suicide, 
from grief, o£ his wife), certainly the importance 
of the mgic event, and the consequent delay ad 
confuion it would naturally caue, ·would ha'fe 
led to ita being recorcled either in Xiaga or Cbron· 
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icl-, or both of them, but no such occurrence is Solomou's with Hiram, Xing of Tyre, see 1 KiDga 
anywhere mentioned in the sacred narrative, v ; 2 Chron. ii ; as to ita duration being twenty 
which, respecting the buUding and dedication of yeare, see 1 Kings ix, 10; and Josephus on both 
the temple, is particular and minute ; nor does points. The proof is therefore politive that Hi­
Joeeph118 mention any such event. This negative ram lived to finish all his labors in and about the 
testimony is almost conclusive, but we are not temple, aud also highly presumptive that he con­
left to rely on that alone, for both in Kings and tinned his labors for King Solomon thirteen years 
Cbroniclea we are dire~tly informed that the afterward. 
IWior.cal Biram, unlike the mystical one of the It is also just as clearly prond b~ history, 
maaonic tradition, lived to finish all his labors. both sacred and profane, that be was not the 
We read in 2 Cbron. iv, "So Hiram matk an end chief architec~ of, and furnished no designs for, 
o.f doing all tile cork that be had made King the temple. According to holy writ, the de­
Solomon for the howe oi eM Lord." signs for the temple were not only furnished by 

After the temple waa &nished we are told that God himself, but the ~hole work was directed 
Solomon buUt him a house for himself, which was, by the inspiration of the great .Architect of the 
like the temple, splendidly ornamented by decor- universe. If, then, the hi&torica.l Eiram was no 
atioDB and carvings in gold, silver, and wood. architect, hut a decorative artist and sculptor 
M.entiou ill also made in Chronicles of a magnifi- only, and was not called upon to suifer a sudden 
cent ivory throne, surround~:~d by ciU'Ved figures death before the completion of the temple, ~lol· 
or ltatues of lions. The building and omamenta- lows, ihercfore, that it is the mystical Biram­
tion of this ho118e occupied thirteen years after representing the sun-who meets with that sad 

. the temple was finished (1 Kings vi~ 1}. Now, fate near the completion of the emblematic tem· 
if Hiram was al11o employed by the king to decor- pie,. and not the real one. The claim that tbe 
ate his ov;n bouse, he must have lived at least masonic tradition is historically true in all repecta 
thirteen years after the compfetion of the tem- can not be maintained, as it is in most Of its main 
ple. That Hiram :was also employed about the features in direct conftict with holy writ. If, 
u king'a ho118e " is almost a certainty ; for, al- however, we consider it in its allegorical charac­
though tbe list of his works, as given, makes no ter, as ~ur ancient brethren no doubt did, if we 
mention of the ivory throne, the lions, or any regard it in its twofold nature, as being in part 
work done !or the "king's house," yet as that i emblematic as well as historical, as before ex· 
list professes to be a list only of tho "·ork done plained, all difficulties. at once vanish. The en­
by Hiram for the temple (see verse 40, also 2 tire integrity of the masonic tradition is thus 
Chron. iv, 11), we have no right to expect to 5nd fully maintained. The whole legend not only 
it mcluding any of the other work of. the artist becomes the venerated depository of the moat 
doue for the palace of Solomon. The fourteenth sublime astronomical facts, but is illuminated by 
verse of the seventh chapter of 1· Kings directly a t11·ofold beauty and truth. 
saya that Hiram "wrought all of King Solomon's The fl.nswer to the last question has of necea­
work." Besides this, the se'l"en years occupied in Rity been a somewh~t lengthy one. Having dis­
bailding t~e temple and the thirteen in Luilding posed of it, let us renew our explanation of the 
the king's house. make up the whole lwmty years astronomical allsgories of the masonic tradition 
of the contraa which Solomon had with the King where we left oif. 
of Tyre for materials 'and lkill6l1 workmen, the 
principal among whom was · Hiram, the great 
aniat and sculptor ; and it becomes an almost 
conclaaive presumption that Solomon ·kept him 
a11d the other akilled workmen the whole twent.y 
years chuing which he reqairecl their aiel. 

.Ae to the ~Ware of tbia contract of Xing 



'1'HB ALLBGOBT 01' THI DBA.TH 01' '1'JIB SUN. ..., 

n. 
7'BUJI JIB~NING 01 7'811 LJtGBND 011II.B..tJI, ~8 

1LL118'17l.A.7'BD BY TEll .A.LLIIGORY 01 f7lJI 

DE.A7'll 01 7'811 BUN. 

Q. Enr.ADI' more fully in what manner ·the 
sun is said by an astronomical allegory to be slain. 

A. According to· all the ancient astronomical 
legends, the ann is said to be slain by the tht8e 
autumnal months-September, .October, and No­
vember, represented as assaultin'g him in succee­
siou.. 

Q. When is the sun said to be slain ? . 
A. Near the .completion of ~e temple, as be-

fore explained. -
Q. Ezplain more fully by whom, and bow the 

sun is said to be slain. 
A. The sun ia slain by September, October; 

and November, or the three autumnal aigna, .o., 
111., and I , anciently 111., I , and ~. whom he eo· 
counters in aucce88ion in his passage around the 
zodiac toward the winter solstice, or " southern 
gate of the zodiac " ; so called in the poetit'al 
language or the old Greeb, because at thai point 
the sun baa reached his lowest southern decli.na-
tion. 

The summer BDD, glowing with light and beat 
as he reacbea the autumnal equinox, enters Li!Jm 
on the 21st of September. All through that 
month, and nntU the 21st of October, he df'clin•a 
in light and beat, but emergea from Lilwa (.co) 
without any aerious harm from the attack of Sep­
tember. The assault of October ia far more seri­
ous ; and the ann when he kaueJ the venomous 
sign of the IJcorpiM (111.), on the 21st of Novem­
ber, is deprived of the greater part of his power 
and shorn of more than half his glory. · He con· 
tinnea hia way toward the southern tropic, and in 
Ncwember encounter& the deadly dart of &git,. 
lariva ( I ), which proves fatal ; for when the ann 
,_ the ~Airel autumnal aign, on the 2Sd of 
Deoem.ber, be lies dead at the winter solatioe. 

Q. Why ia the third attack, or that of No­
..,..btlr, aaid to•lJe more fatal than that of Sep-
talber .or October? : 

A. Becaue wbeD the IUD 81llel'p from under 
., .clominioD of Sagittariu, the raliog lip of 

. . 
November, on the 23d of December, he eoten 
Capricorn, and reaches bit lowest declination. 
That is the ahortest day of the year. 

In J DDe, at 'dle summer solstice, the bright 
and glorious days were over ifteen honra long. 
Now the pale ann rises abovtt'the .glooQty horizon 
of ~mber but a little more than half aa lonr, 
and his feeble rays can hardly penetrate the dark 
and stormy clouds that obBCUre the sky. · The ann 
now seems to be quite overcome by "the sbarp­
ne88 of the winter of death.~ Amid the uriiversal 
mortality that ieigna in the vegetable kingdom, 
the san, deprived of light, heat, and power, ap-
pean dead also. . 

Q. Does the ancient art of tuerology throw 
any 'further light upon this subject ?'· 

A. This science was much cultivated by the 
ancients UDder the name ol the " divine art." 
According to the teachings of astrology, Capri· 
corn was the " bouse of Saturn," the most evil 
and wicked in his in!uenoe of all the planetL 
Be is called the "great iDfortl!Jie," and all that 
part of the zodiac within the signs of Capricomus 
and Aquarius waa under his dominion. Saturn 
was also known aa Krono1, or Time, which de­
stroys all thinga ; and, in the poetical and alle­
gorical language of mythology, devoUJ'II even his 
own children. The figure of Sataru with his 
acytbe is to tbia day an emblem of decay and 
death. The sun, therefore, when be euiered Cap­
ricorn, pasted into the house and under the do­
minion of Saturn, or Death. 

Q. After the sun is slain, what, io allegorical 
language, is said to become of the body? 

.A. It is carried a westerly course, at night, 
by the three wintry aignL 

Q. Why sot 
A. Because, aa the sun continues his course in 

the zodiac, be appears to be carried west by the 
wintry aipa. 'lbia aeema to be done at night, 
becanae, llae ann then. being invisible, his change 
of politicna u only discovered by the atara which 
preoede m. rise at daybreak. · 

Q. What disposition is inallr made of the 
boct.rf. 

A. It i• seemingly buried beneath the withered 
fraita uuf lowers-the .. rabbiab" of the aeaa 
.,...ution of 111JD11181'-io the miclat of which, 
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however, yet blooms the hardy eTJ61'green, emblem­
atic of the vernal equinox, giving a cure token 
that the sun will yet arise from the cold embrace 
of winter and regain all hi:; former power and 
glory. 

Q. What follows ? 
.A. According to the Egyptian sacreJ legend 

.of the death of Os:rms, the goddess Ists .-ansacks 
the whole four quarters of the earth in sear9h of 
his body, which she finally discovers indirectly 
by eM aid of a certain plant or shrub, and causes 
it to be regularly buried, with sacred rites and 
great honor. .According to the legend of Hiram, 
it was twelve fellow-crafts-emblematically rep- 1 

resenting the three eastern, three western, three 
northern, and three southern signs of the zodiac 
-who made the search for the body. It was some­
where among the twelve constellations that the 
lost sun was certainly to be found. · 

Q. By whom was the body found ? 
.A. By .Ariu ("l"), one of the three western 

.signs, typical of those who pursued ~ westerly 
eolU'IIe. In going from the winter solstice to the 
vernal equinox, we of necessity pass .Aquarius 
(:), thP Waterman, who was also kno'Wll as a 
fisherman and a seafaring man. · 

Q. Where was the body found ? . 
.A. At the vernal equinox, typical of the 

" brow of a bill." As we p:w from the winter 
solstice in Capricorn to the vernal equinox, we 
are constantly climbing upward ; this point is 
therefore emblematic of the brow of a hill, and 
there also blooms the evergreen, typical of the 
approaching spring and retrirn of nature to life. 

The following is a poetical version of the 
fotegoing portio:::1 of the solar allegory : 

-'. lL\SONIC -'.LLEGOBY. 

P4rt L-TM DeatA of tAl Sun. 
WaD down the zocliaeal arch 

9 The aummer IUD reaumea hie march, 
D81Klending from the BlliDmit high 
With eager lltep he hastens by 

.Q. The" lordlyliUD" of July, 
ADd clasps the virgin in bia arma. 

Tbroagh all the ,old~n August claye 
The IUD the ard1111t lover playa, 

1IJZ .A captive to her dazzling charmL 
But when the ha"eat time i:l o'er, 
When gat.ht~red grapea perfuroe tile air 
And raddy wine begiDa to pour, 
The god resumes his way once more; 
And, weeping in her wild despair, 
He leaves the royal vi,.gin there • 
What cares he now for Virgo's woes, 
.4-s down the starry path be ~roes 
With BCOrnful step, 1111til, at last, 
The equinoctial gate is passed t 

Two misty columns black. with storms, 
While overhead there hanp betwe:ln 
A lurid thundt!r cloud, which forma 
The frow%)ing o.rch way of the ~-

::!lo The gloomy equinoc:ial gate, 
An evil place for travelers late, 
Where em·iolls Librf!. lurks unseen ; 
And neo.r the portal lies in wait 
&ptem6er, filled with deadly hate. 

With atntely step the god dnnrs nigh, 
Yet, such is his majestic mien, 

.Tbat.whetber be shall strike or !y, 
The trembling raffian hardly bowa, 
As Pbmbus through the ga.tewar goes. 

But, as the shining form came near, 
The wretch's hate subdned his fear, 
And, nen-ing up his arm at length, 
He aimed a blow tl"ith all hit strength 
Full at the god as be went by. 
In nnger Pbmbue turned hie head­
Away the trernbling coward led. 

The god, though smarting with the blor, 
Uia-iains to follow up his toe; 
And down the zodiacal path 
Pursua. his gloomy way in wrath. 

Still blacker turn the avtumu skies, 
And red .A,.ttz,.,., .-.n £tar, 
Points out the place, more iatal far, 
Where fell Octo'Hr ambuabed lies. 

The SVJr, as it he &corDed hia foes, 
111. In pride aud glory onward goee. 

Not he hom deadl,- &MpW Ilea, 
:Nor pauses he, nor backward t1lnl8, 
Though redder yet .AAt4rCII burna, 
And darker ,-et hie pat.hwaJgrowa. 

I 
lleanwhlle OctoM-, from bia lair, 
oq Phmbu11 raabee unaware, 
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His murderous purpose now confessed, 
And smites the au-god In the breast. 
A ghastly wound the villain makes­
With horrid joy his weapon shakes; 
And, as be sees the god depart, 
Bia hand upon hi• bosoro pressed, 
Believes the blow has reoched the Jaeart. 

Along big way the suiJ·god goes, 
Unmindful where the patl!, may leau, 
While from bi1.1 breast thA life-blood Jlows. 

The cloud~ around him (father now, 
The crown of lisbt faJes .frorn his brow. 

l And soon, advancing 'mid the night, 
The .lrclatr on his pAllid steecJ, 
With bended bow, appears in sisbt. 

N.oo•mber, bohler than the re::t, 
Hides not behind the gloomy west; 
But, ttriding right r.cross the path, 
Defies the god and scorns his wrath ; 
Aud, raising high his frowning crest, 
These haughty words to him addressed : 
" &ptem'blr and Oetobtr, both, 
You have escaped and still survive; 
But J have sworn a c!eadly oath, 
By me you can not pass Alive. 
That which I promise I perform, · 
For I am he who, 'n1id the storm, 
Itidea on tla" pAllid horse of death. •• 

While e\·en thus the specter spoke, 
Be drew his arrow to the head­
The god received the fatal stroke, 
And at the Arcn•r'• feet fell dead. 

Soon as the san's e:s:piring breath 
Had vanished in the ether dim, 

\1 .Dtumbtr came and looked on bim ; 
And looking, not a word he aaith, 
But o'er tbe dead doth gently throw 
A spangled winding sheet uf snuw. 

And when the winding sheet was placed, 
: Comes evil Jrmu, double-faced, 

A mo:1ster like those seen in sleep. 
An old "11qfaring man" is he, 

.As ma11y others ud~rstand, 
Who carries water from the deep 
And pours it out upon the land. 

Now FI/JrovJJ'71 nut apr.eara, 
With froi8D locka &Dd icy tears, 
A lpeeter cruel, cold, ud dumb, 
From polar regiont Dewly oome. 

These #ar" by turDS the body 'Wur 
At night along the west, to where 
A 8ickerinr gleam above the snows 
A dim electric radiance throw11, 
A nebular mapetic litrht, 
Which, flashing upward through the nirJ.t, 
Reveals the TJIT'Ral eguino:~, 
Aud him whuse potent spell nDlocks 
The gates cof11rring. 

.1\n evergreen 
Close by this spot iB blooming seen. 
'Tis there thE-y halt amid the snow­
Unlawful 'tis to farther go-
And, having left their burden tbere, 
They vanish in tbe midni@hc air. 

Yet on this very nhrht nezt year 
Will this same ml tArt• aprear, 
And bring aloDg amid the gloom 
Another body for the tomb. 
Dut still the fl'"Uf"ttn. shaD wave 
Above the dark and dismal grave, 
For ever there n token sure 
That, long as Nature shall endure, 
Despite of all the wicked powers 
That rule the wintry midnight hours, 
The san shall (rum the gra'"e arise, 
And tread qaio the aammer skies. 

The foregoing allegory may be fully Ulustrat­
ed by the figure of the zodiac opposite page 47. 
Place the image of the sun-which is on the blue 
circle-at the summer solstice, and then turn the 
circle slowly around toward the autumnal equi­
nox, so that the image of the sun will pass suc­
cessively by ~. S'l, 11Jl, .o., I, and eo on until the 
vern.'\1 eqainox is reached. 

TRll: RAISING OF OSIBJS, Alf .A.LLEGOBT OP Tim 

BESt:BB.ECTION OF TBE S11N. 

Q. By what means and by whom was the IUD 

released from the grave of winter, and fiually re­
stored to life and power P 

.A. By the vernal signa Taurus { ts ) and (}ft • 
ini (II), and the first summer one, Cancer (e), 
"ided by the second one, Leo (.Q); or, in other 
words, by April, ~lay, and June, aided by July. 

Q. Expla!c this more fully. 
.A. When the sun arrives at the vtmttJI egui­

noz, be &rat gives unequivocal tokens of a retarn 
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to life and power. In April be enters 'liturus 
( ~ ), :md in May Gemini ( n ). During tlw~c 

two months he greatly revives in li~ht and heat. 
and the days rapidly lengthen. The ~till, hCJw· 
toYer, doe<; not attain the summit of t lte zoclia .. al 
arch until the .~w·mwr sol.~~icf, in .Tutl(•, whl'u Itt· 
ente~s Canct-r ( = ), the first ~ummL· r ~igtt .'lttrl tu<' 
tldrd from tl1c vernal equinox. :=\or do<·- lH• l'l'· 
gain all of his energy and pow<'r Ulltil IJ~ l ' lllt'l'' 

Leo (fl.), in .July. 
On the 2l.'t of .Tun~, when the sun :~rril'e• ar 

I 
the E:nrnm<'r soh.tie~:, the constellation .l(v-bt•iut; 1 

I 
but 30° in ad\'anec of the !'lln-:.q•pt· ar~ to UL' 
leading the way, and to aiol hy hi" ]'UII'l·rful ]':tl\' 

in lifting the ::.nn u:p to the summit uf tbL· 1.1>.!i- , 

ASTRO•:.f.1,i0;-(JC E~IDI.t~t.-,.t::--' J;>; t.EO. 

acal art·h . April and ::\Iay ar<> therefore sai.l to 
fail in their attempt to raise the sun ; .T nne al.one • 
succeeds, by the aid of Leo. \\'hen, at a mor~ j 
remote period, the summer ~olstice wa~ in Len, I 

and the sun actually <'nter<•d the stars of that I 
constellation at the time of his exalt.-.tion, the 
connection was more intimate, and the al1egory 
still more perfect. 

This 1.:isiMc connection between th<: constella­
tion Leo and tl1e return of the sun to hi~ place of 
power and glory, at the summit· of the Royal 
Arch of heaven, was the principal reasou why 
that constellation was held in ~;uch high es~o)em 
and reverence by the ancients. The astrologers 
distinguished Leo as the "so!e bouse of the wn," 
and taught that the world was cre:tte<l l':hen the 

~un was in that sign. ''The lion Wll'l adorNl in 
the F.a:-:t a!Hi ·thL· West by the Egyptians and th(• 
::'lfl·xicau~. 'I'IJC chief Druid of Britain was stvlt:d 
a lion. Thl• national banner of the ancient Per· 
~ian" hon• tuC' <lC'vice of thll Run in Leo. A lion 
C'<JUI'hant with the sun ri~ing at his back wat~ 

, culptu n·d on thl'ir ]':tlaccl'." (" :::iigns and Sym­
'"•ls .. or l>r. Olin·r. who l'Cem~, hOWC'VC'r, to have 
cmirl'l." u\·erluokL•d tl.te true rc:tson for this wiJe­
']'I'C·ad ~·lui·at ion of tbt• lion.) 

Til(• an•·i<>nt •lt•\'i<'<: of the PL•rsi:ms is an astro­
nomic·al 'alh•gory. It might '1\'cll be adoptt>d as 
an :l•trro-ma~ullit C'!lllJ!L'III by us. 

.·\ftl'r the sun h·ans Leo, the days hc>gin to 
!,[rO\\' unr<pli\'orally ~hortt-r as the ~;un declines 

toward thC' autumnal equinox, to be again 
,.!;•itt hy thl' (/u•r:f. autumnal months, lie 
dL·acl tlll'llllg'h thr tl1ree winter onel', and 
J,L. rai"l'<l a;;ain hy the t/,;-,;c vernal on(•!<. 

Kll·h :Pnr tlw g-rrnt tr:lg"C'•iy is .r<·pc:ttcd, 
and t ltl' q-lorirou~ r<-,;m·r<•r·tion take~ place. 

Tl111~. a" lung :ts this nlll·got·y is rt>· 
lll"mlJl'n•cl, tlu· h•atlin!! truths of astronu· 
IllY will l,t• )'l'l'pl'!u:Ut•ol, anti the ~ublimc 
tl"dt'iiH' .,f t!te inunortal n:1tm·c of man, 
attol or ltvt· .:.:T('at moral lesl-olll!: tIll')' are 
thu:- tn:t.ll' tu lcal'h, \1 illlH•. illu~tratcd and 
JWC ~l'I'Y l' I J. 

Thl· •lia~r:tm oppo-ilc pa~c 4i is in-
1l•n•kd. J,y a figun• of thL· zolliar, to illus­
tratt· thr Y<':lrly )'rozrl'~S (I[ tilL' sun amon~ 
tf1C' t\n•Jvc t-:igns, with e!<Jll'<'iaJ reference 

to th<' :~llegory of his <lt•ath auJ retnm to life, as 
<'X]'binl'J in tlw ·1 •rereding png<'s. In this figure 
of tltc 1odia<' th<· ,·emal equin:1x is rcpre~entcd :l!l 

lH•in~ so mew hen.' Letween the rom•tdlations Arits 
and J~mnt.~, atl<'l the summer ~olstice between 
Can<·er anrl L(•o. :-;IIC'h was the case at the period 
of the• builclin~ of King Solomon's templt>, and 
for a long period hefore that; only; the farther 
bck we go in time, the n(>ar<'r Leo will be to the 
summer ~;olstirc, in consequence of the precession 
of the cquinox<.'s, ~s has been explained in a pre­
ceding chapter. 

In ortler tn iully illnstr:ltc the allegory hy 
means of the diagram, bring the image o£ the 
sun, on the blue circle, to the summer solstice, im­
mediately under the key-stone, and figure of the 
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personified sun-god, at th~ top of the red cir('le ; 
then slowly turn the bl11c circle t<•waru tht• autum­
nal equinox, ~o that the image of the sun in the 
hluc circle will pal's succl'ssh•t>ly by the ('unstt·lla­
tions from ·uo to tlJl' winter llol:otit·t> at the bot­
tom of the rt>cl circle. This c:lol't•s the fil':-~t J•nrt 
of the allegory. ('onti.JJuC to turn the lahat> t·irdc 
until the vernal t•quiumc is rcacht>tl, and then on 
through Tatlru!', Gcmiui, noll Carll'cr ( ~, !1. and 
Q"•), until th(' point uf thl! 111111·~ (.'xaltation i:- 01we 
more attained. 'fhis will gin• a t•orrct·t tt'fll'Cben­

tation of the annual pas.-n~t· 11f the RUII nnwng 
the twd\·c ~<igns of thu zoeli:u· :1!4 it nc·tnally ap­
pears in nntur<', :mel :al"o illu .. tratl' tlw wlu•le 
course of th<> sol:~.r allc·~:rory; 

The follu1\'ing is a. poet it" \'(.'M;itln or the• i!CCOUd 

part of the solar allc;;ury : · 

A Ar.\ .. o~w .u.I.li:l;ut:,-. 

Is siltmcc:- with u\·~·rt•·rl l"':ld 
U,v ni;:la: til\' "tril tlo·, ·• lull'l' Jlcd, 
And cultl :uul ·• ill' til\' J,..lf.)' Ji, •• 
n,•nuntlt rh.· :!),, .. ,~- winter "k ir•v. 

Y d, 1•::•1 Y•JU ),..,:11 n 11 ur :·lu·t' t lu.!rc:-. 
Tlallt rlislu:al ni:.::lat lo ·idt• tlw •1•·::•1. 
Jim] ~·uu that ni:!lot loct·il kuwlin:.:: tlat•l'''· 
Be,;ille tlat• ll\'lltl in tt•:•r, m1d 111'11,\ •·r. 
'\" ou mi::ht hnnl ~.-n. :nnitl tlu: :rir, 
A ftickerin::. dim. :aurnr:ll liz:,r. 
Which hovl.!rctl 111a t!..- miolui;tlol air, 
And, seein~e in the ;:luuJuy "ky 
This my,:th•, Ftrttn:!c, ,-.:·lt'sti:rl li;:lat 
Contenclin~ \\'ith tire pnw~:N ur ui;:ht. 
You might hove taken lanpt' tln•rehy. 

There wo~. alas! no w:rro·ht•r tht•rr 
To mark this .·udianc:e in tlnl uir, 
To gaze with earnest. tc:u-f,Jl c•yt• 
Upon tbia radiance in the sky. 
There was no watcher there. alall! 
To Rak in:anxious whis1•ers low, 
"Will not this li;.rht still brighter grow, 
Or will it from the heavet1<1 pillS 
.And leave m'! plunged io deuJ•er gloom 
Beside i.his culd and lonely tomb t•• 
Meanwhile the li:;bt iner~aa<:d-ulthoa~h 
Bealde the grove no mourner stood 
Amid the lonesome solitude-
And aa with tints of blue :md gold, 
And ilasbes of prismatic flam.-, 

It lighted up the midnight cold, 
.Along the plain in beauty ciune 
A shining And m.Uestic form, 
.And u it came the winter's 1torm, 
A~ if aba11hud, Its fury cheeked. 
Xu more above 4Dd round the path, 
Hcncuth the wiud's temrJeStaous wrath, 
The snowy billows heave 4Dd tou; 
A 10rred calm as he draws nigh 
p,.r,·ades at onco.the enrth and &ky. 
Ilis rube wns blue, its· borders decked 
\\' i I b C\'erJ.'TCell and scarlet..lnOU j 
llill luuul11 upon euc:b other rest, 
l>•1c nurth and south, due east. and west ; 
'flte OIII'D pohnto tugetber pret~sed 
.'\,. if cngnt,.red in etilent prayer. 
lie thus ho,t furmcd with pions care 
TJ ... holy a~·mbol of tho cross. 
,\ l:uniJ dotl1 close beFide him go, 
\rlt••sc: w ltitur tlrcce rebukes the snow : 
1'1tc..O thil1g11 ~>Uffiricntly proclllim 
Hi• um•tic utfice and his name. 
J:,.,.j.J; till' !.!!:1\'C l1e t•omes and stADds, 
:---till Ilrll~·iu~ thl re \\'itb fulded blmds; 
.\uri, wloilt· I.e }tr:l,l'tl, sec drawing near 
.\ nutlu:r .. hiniug form ll(tpear, 
IIi~ ri:!ilt hum! 1•0 his b(lsum pressed, 
:\. if lo,v hitter ~ril'f lli:1t ressed, 
Tlw .. tlat.!r flllinling to tlte skies. 
.\uti, :l• Ia\! 1\'WJI"• e:wh rndi11Dt tear, 
Tlwt frurn hi11 ~>:ul and em·nest to,res 
1-':alJ,. e•u tla1· t·artb, is trnnl'fonnecl there 
Tn l'iul,-t,. t.luc :111d lt)OII!>Otns fair, 
'l'laal "'"'e·tly jtcrfume all the air.• 
A tlairci urn: nuw npr•ears in sight. 
A rrn,v.~l In ruynl robes orligbt, 
.Mol'\• glorious fnr; and at his aide 
~\ '·lurclly liun '' wulks in pride . 
.And h~ wJ.u eume in ~lory last 
Bt'tll'ccn tho others gently paas3d, 
Ancl, luuking dOI\'n npoo u.e dead, 
With le\•oL open prums outspread, 
A holy benediction BOld. 

Tl1i~ done, the jir1t one, 0y eommt.m4, 
'file do1lcl goll t'nbtb by the hand: 
At onr.e through all the bodr flies 
The snme worm flush thn: mark• the skiea. 
The shrunken filatures,' cold and white, 
A moment shine with life and light. 
A moment only-'tia In vatli: 
Unconquered Death resnmea his reip. 

• Ebcno, tho Genna 'EnJitologlat, lDfonal• cllalllle Zsrf­
tluns believed tho tAlanl or tbo immortala 1:a&cl CIU. -*'",.... 
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So doth a aolitaey wave 
Leap up amid the lonely night, 
ADd catch a gleam of life aDd light, 
And then link helpless in its grave. 
To rAise the god the first thua failed­
The pGwera of darkDeu yet prevailed; 
So to the uetmd be gives place, 
Who, Uke the llrst one, by commBIId, 
The IIID•god taketh by the hBIId, 
And, looking downward in hia face 
With pleading voice and earDest eyee, 
On PhCBbua calls and bid& him rise. 
Though at his touch the blood unbound. 
With rapid current rad and warm 
RIIDI swiftly through the prostrate form, 
Yet ailent on the frozen ground 
The god lies in a trance profound, 
Devoid ot' 1uotion, deat to sound. 

Alaa I alaa I what doth remain I 
Shall death and darbeaa •rer relp, 
And night eternal bide the day r 
Then said tbe tl&irl one, " Let u pray." 
And full of faith and stroJig intent, · 
His prayer to IH. V AB. upward went. 
"Amm " was aai~-" 10 mou ie 61 /" 
And then the last one of the three . 
Arose, and stretching forth his band, 
Calls on the dead, and giM .commllftd 
In IH. V AH. 'S name to rise and atBIId. 

Then up rose PhCBbus in his pride, 
With the "lordly lion" by his side, 
And earth and sky with his glory ahone 
As again he aat on hia golden throne, 
For the voice of God ia nature's law, 
And atrong was the grip of the lion's paw. 

APPENDIX TO P.A.RT SECOND. 

TD LION'S P.LW. 

StNCB Part I of this work was written, I find 
in the "Masonic N ewapaper," of March 6, 1880, 
the above emblematic drswing, concerning which 
Bruther William S. Paterson (thirty-second de­
gree) says : "This emblem was found in the aar· 
cophagua of one of the great kings of Egypt, 
eatombed in the pyramid erected to his ever· 
laating remembrance. It brings 100 mind the rep­
resentation of the king's induction into thoae 
greater Mysteries of Oairis, held to be the highest 
aim of the wise and devout Emtian." Brother 
Patenon also says iD the same article that "the 

Hebrews were probably instructed in the legeud 
of Osiris, and afterward changed the whole to 
accord with the wonderful and wise Solomon aDd 
his master-architect Hlram ~ ; and adds that "the 
discoveries now going on ·.na Egypt may lead to 
the key of these myateriea.'' . Brother Paterson 
makes no attempt to explain the hidden·meaailtg 
of this ancient Egyptian emblem ; but, if the the­
ory advanced in this work is correct, the reader 
will have no great clidlculty in nnderstandiDg &, 
for the same astronomical key which ullloela! t!le 
hiddea allegory of the legend of Osiris u:o~· -. 
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lliram will also fully explain this ancient emblem, l important per:~uu into the !\lysturit~:;. nut uf (hi­
while thu fnct that this emblem so grapbh.mlly I rh,, bowe\'cl·, a:- Bmtber [.)atersnn think". hut uf 
:~ntl p<:til•ctly illu:4trntcs our astronomical solution ! l:;i!l, who, t'et•fl•:-t•ntc•d by the• (iruntl llit·rupf1:111t, 
of the legend is tltrong corroborative proof of it~ i ~ta111l>~ '"-'hiu•l tlw alt:u·, .r:h·iu~ tbl! ('"llltn;,11ol to 
con·ectOCtl.'l, jrJi:-c i'ro)nl oll•:tth ()"irh•, whu licl! Jwfttn• it. t'hU. 

'l'ht> emhlcm may be tbtt::1 explained : 1'1w I :Uit·i•·n~ ~:gyptian tlrawiu~ i>4 a 11trun.l! aut! star· 
form th:lt lit•!! ficad UCfurc the altar ill that uf ' tlill/o! tP-titnull}' uf the l'lllil'tl currt-c•fllt:Sl't uf tbC 
Osiri.-, the Jll't"lmuifit~tl couu·gotl, wJtom the caurH- j a .. ta·m10rnical ~olut iuu of t lu;. lt•!.rt'IICI ,,f o .. iris and 
ol:ltc rt•lll'l':<l'!ltlf in tlw tlr:una of ia•itiation, lyin~; : t h;tl of 11 it·:un, a:; gh·en in t lw fnl't·~ui n~ png<':t. 
dl'llll :tt t.hc wintl'r ~olstice. Tlw cross upon hili 1 lt 'i~. iw!Pl'•l, ·ahnu:<t impo:.,.iltit• tv mnl.c :m ~Ill· 
lll'l•a. ... t 1'l·ft·t·:~ to the grcnt cdt·,ti:LI c:rQ!'II, or intvr- 1 l,Jt•m;lt i,· .It~• wi11~ which wuul•l lot• iu ntua·~ peaiul't 
~cc-t iuu of the cell:'sti:ll f.'ql,m.tt.r hy th~ ecliptic:. 1 hurmuny w itl.J it. 
The li·•llrt• uf the litJII IYJ'a:-tlitl" til<' olcu.d sun·"(JU ~ 

... - C ,-. 0 1 

h I · L d 1 · .• TIIK Jnu;ln::sT ~~~· 1 H~: Jlt:.\1•. y t ll' h:mu allmlc!l to thu cuut.h:llatton eo au 
thl• sumnw1· sollltit't!, at whil·h );IOiut the a~un is j · .\!' till' ju,J:pucnt ot: .t~~· clt•acl, or .rur.lg-ment 
rai:o<•tl to lift• uml glory, lUI ha:o bct'il just <:xplaincd of .1m• nli, formetl :1 paa·t uf tlw ::\ly;~,·rit•!l of lsht, 
io thl• allcJllli'Y uf the l't'!IIU'r~~tiun rof t·~c stun, and it. lihouhl he properly mcntiuncJ in lhat t'Onnt·c­
d<•awtt•ll that tbu candidate is ahuut to he rniscd · tion. .Although thi,. c•·r<.'numy w:Lll 1111rt of the 
fa•um :\ l!}'nlho,Jic:\J duatla-tu Jifp auoJ }''"''r•r by the )fy~t(•l'il'l!, yut it Wl\!1 \n•IJ kllul\'n to all, 3S it Wall 
grip flf tin! lion'( pa\V. Thill i:- lll:L•l~· clt•nl·ly mao- fuundt:cl lll~on tlw pco·uliru· fut;l'r:ll rites of the 
ife!lt fmrn the fa~t that 'thE' liun hul•l" iu hi .. other Egyptians. Fl't)hl this jun~:m<.'nt \1} this world 
paw the :uwi(•nt r:o!!rl'ti:\ll !<oymLul uf t'tl~lml life, DO Eg~·ptian wa:-~ t·~canpt. no mnttrr bow exnlte•l 
ur the (',·ru Auaatu, a full dt•!lcl·iptio~n of \\'hich ltis position; o.nd.np<•U tlti,. trial depended the 
:mel it~ tn&e meaning 1\1'~ giVl'll ir: Pat•t Thil·1l (see right to an honornbll• burial. ' All wJaorn the de­
}lagu !10). The tahlet at tlw feet uf thu &::mdi- cen11etl p<•J'l.•ln lllul wmng~:•l, :~nd all who knew·of 
cl:ltc: ha..; inscribed upon it in hit•rogl~·phi<•l:f the bill e\·il UI.!('US, \\'c.:rc p<•t'IIlittl•<l to tc.:~tiry O\'er hi~; 
~:~acre•l names of Amon aaul of JJ,t, tlw wife of clead bo<ly, while hi:~ fr·icuol!-1 n.ntl kill(lr.m Joud­
..t1mM lltT, and probably that- uf the royal c~ui· ly proclaimed his virtue,.., <J:Iw dl•t:U!ima followed 
date. The figure erect at tlie alt!lr ·i)oo' that of the the weight of the.: evitltml.'l' ;"7mJ l'\'eD 11 king \\'ho 
Grand Ilieropbant, n.t.ti~n as INil', with thP vacant· had led. a ba~l and \\;ckecl lift· might b~ excluded 
tbronl' upon her hti:id, emblematic of tlw tlepartcd from burial in'•hht own :icpul<•hre. "Anti the "as­
~tnn·srod. She h:lll her band rai.."Cd in au attitude sessors" at the funeral were alltlWecl to prono11nce 
of command, her arm forming a right al}gle ; ber a condemnation, "'ltic-h all agt·ccd W'Oilld. also be 
eyes are fixed upon the enab!ematic lion as she r~ived in a futur9 state. Thi:~ trial of the dead 
gives the sign of commantl that tho candidate be in this world w:u; tnical of the judgment of 
rni:-~ed. from death and darkness to light and life. Amenti, i·here Osirilt prc11idt>tl in tlae ~nvil'liule 
Tbe objects on th~ altar are two of thosQ peculiar-- world, and whi~h the de\'out Egyt»tian bclieV&.'Il 
l'lhaped gllllls jars, with J,ointetl bases, in which took place there at th~ sante time. · l!'r01n thill 
wine was kept (See 'Wilkim~on's "Egypti;Lns of peculiar custom of the Egyptians aro110 .a part of 
the 'rime of the Pharaohs," page 86, woodcut 62), · the ~remonies of ·initiation into the Mysteries of 
mad whiclt, tbe ame author says, "always had Ltis; for, as in initiation, the <:andid.atc: dilod sym­
their p~ace on tht> altar of the gods" {page 13). bolically,soalsobeundcrwenttheJudgmentofthe 
The emblem placed between the votive jars of dead, to ascertain if he was worthy to receive the 
wino is more obscure. It may po the t/&1f"Sus, higher and more important secrets, by being raisetl 
bnt is more probably a. floral otfe~inir. . (Seo and brought to ·light, typical of the &:dmission of 
"Ancient Egyptians," vol. i, woodcut 260, No.5.) the good ~nto tho. "mansions .. ~~. ~hu .bleSIIed.." 
There can be no doubt. but that the whole de~ce The~ judgment is one of the principal ~ubjecbo 
is a symbolical picture of the initiation of some found depicted upo~ the walls of ~mbs a'nd in thf' 
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"Book of the Dead," sometimes referring to the 
actual trial, at others to ita representation aa en-

. acted in the Mysteries. Tbia judgment of the 
·dead was peculiar to the national customs and 
funeral rites of the_Egyptians, and does not ap· 
pear to have prevailed in other countries. It was 
therefore naturally discontinued as a part of the 
Mysteries when tb~y were ~traduced into other 
countries under other natnea:· The Greeks, how­
ever, introduced it in~o their mythology- the· 
Greek Themis being derived fro~ the Egyptian 
Themei, or goddess of .Justice : ~"1\·bil~ l\1in«?8 and· 
Rhad-amantAus, the Grecian jiJdges of the "dfold 
in Hades, show their connection with Amenti, the · 
Egyptian Hades, or regiOn of darkness. •The 
transport of the botty over the sacred lake in the 
baru, or boat, in the funeral pro~ssion of the 
Egyptians, in like manner, gave rise to the Ache­
rusian lake, the ferry-boat of Charon, and the· 
passage of the Styx, in the Grecian mythology. 
Thare is nothing in the ancient masonic degrees 
in the least analogous to the Judgment of Amenti~ · 
that ·portion of the Mysteries of Isis nbt ·having 
been adopted into the .Mysteries as celebrated ih 
other lands and at a later age. The following rep· 
resentation of the scene, taken from the " Book 

he holds the fiail and crook, emblems of majesty 
and dominion. The deeds of the deceased, or of 
the candidate, typified by a vaae containing his 
heart, are being weighed in the scales of justice 
by Anubis and Horus against an ostrich-feather, 
emblem of truth, in the opposite scale. The 
ostrich-feather, as the emblem of truth, 
is thus depicted in the ~ieroglyphics :' 
Thoth (Hermes, l\lcrcury, or the Divine 
Intell~ct) presetrtB the resnlt. to Osiris-. 
.Ql~se · .by is Cerberu;'io guardian of the 
gat':.s"; · At tLc right th~ candidate Is 
seeil attended by ~he godd~es of Truth 
and Justice; the goddess of Trnth holds EKBLD 

OP 
in her hand the· emblem of eternal life,. TKUTB 

. and both wear upon their beads the em- . 
blem of ti;th. Close to Osiris ·is seen the tnyr­
IIU3 bound with a fillet, to which the spotted skin 
of a leopard is su~pended. It is the same that 
the high-priest, dad -in the leopard-skin dress, 
carries in' th~ processions, and which gave rise 
to the nebri& and tkyrsu& of Bacchns, to whom 
Osi_ris corresponds ih Greek mythology (Wilkin· 
son). The lotus-Bo.wer, the emblem of a new 
birth, is represented just before the tl1yr4_U8. If, 
on being tried, the candidate is rejected, hav­

ing been " weighed and 
found wanting," Osiris 
inclines his scepter in 
token of condemnation. 
If, on the. contrary, 
when· the sum of hia 
deeds has been record· 
ed, his Yirtues so far 
preponderate as to en­
.title him to admission, 
Horus, taking in his 
band the' tablet of 
Thoth, introduces him 
to the presen'ce of Oai· 
ria. In the initiation, 

. those who represented 
TO ltJDG.IUNT OP Alll:lNTI. 

of the Dead," will, .however, be intUest'ing .. to a1i. 
readers, and members of the fraternity will not 
fail to recognae in it certaiD masonic feature~~ 
which we may not particularize. The figure seat­
ed on the throne is Osiris, or judge of the dead ; 

Thoth, Anubis, and Horus wore symbolical masks, 
aa represented iD the drawing. (See Kendrick, 
WilkiDaon, and also .Arnold's " Philosophical His­
tory of Secret Societies," from which last work 
-the above drawing is taken.) 



PART THIRD. 

I. AtmtoNoJOo.u. EXPL&..."''..L'l'lON Ol' TBJI EuUMe, Snmou, ..LND l.aDD8 or TD lharDDa, 
BOTE AlrCII:IiT ..LND lloDU.'f1 .um 'l'IQ LoaT Mu:JorG 01' K.t..lfT 01' 'fJI&II B118'1'0BD, 

IL CoNOLO'&ION. 

l 

H..LVING explained the solar allegory which is 
embodied in the legend of Hiram, as well aa the 
solar symbolism attaching.to the officers of the 
lodge, their several "stations" anil ,duties, and 
the "lights, covering, and supports of the lodge," 

tral &llegory, to which they are all harmooio1111ly 
related. 

TBB SEVElf ST.A.BS. 

Q .. To what does the maaonic emblem of iDe 
seven stars allude ? ·, 

.A. To the Pkiades, or seveii stan in fb"""­
These stars were called by the Romans Vwgili«, 
or Virgins of. Spring. • The constellation .7burw 
was anciently at the vemal equinox, ancl the 
year formerly then began. Thus "V:'irgil, refer·· 
ring to a remoter age, in the " Georgics," Book 
I, says:.... • ·· 

it now remains to consider the various· emblems 
and other legends of freemasonry. If it can be 
shown that all of them (which are at all ancient) 
have also a solar an~ astronomical allusion, in 
perfect harmony 1rith each other and with the 
main central. legend which they are intended to 
illustrate, the fact that the whole system is found- .. 
ed on an. aatronomical allegory will b~ irresistibly 
forced upon us. The various emblems, syml:iols, 
and legends dependent on that of Hiram, and in­
tended to illustrate it, will therefore next claim 
attention. In this. examination the same method 

" Caud1das auratis aperit eum 
Comibas annum talU1ll." 

" When the bright ball with gilded hol'Da opeu &be 
1e&r." 

Job ~eaka of the· Pleiades,' ~lao, u exerting 
"a sweet in!uence," expressive of the balmy air 
of apiing which accompanies the approac~ .Af the 
sun to the constellation· Tauru~ and the "sevea 
atiOI'II." This maaonic emblem, therefore, hw.s a 
direct allusion to the vernal equinox, and thaa 
becomes a beautiful symbOl of immortality, re­
mindiug us, also, of that starry home beyond the 
grave to which the soul '?f man aspires.. It ,.... 
for these reaaona· that, of all the "hosta of beaT· 
en," the Pleiades were selected ¥ an emblem by 
oar anoient brethreD. 

of question and ana~er will be pursued, as being 
beat adapted to the object in view : 

... w. ~ • 

'Q. Have all .the ancient signa, symbols, em­
blema, and legends of the Mysteries, both ancient. 
ancl modern, &Jl·astronomical 3llusion ? · · 

.A. They have. As the whole. system has a'n 
ancient aatronomical foundation, it co'!ld not be 
otherwise. . ' e• . • . 

Q. Has the astronomical allusion of many of 
the emblems, symbols, and'legenda been lost? · · · 

.A. It has; as to some, P.ntirely, and aa to 
othen, in part. The allusion is, however, so per· 
feet in moat caaea, that it may be restored by the 
1188 Of the key already furnished to the aqr.iu cen-

... 
TJm 1..4DDBB or uvlnf aomms. 

Q. What ia the true meaning ·of this ancien~ 
emblem? 

.A. The ladd• of seven rounch, says the Lon-
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1lon "Freemasons' 1\fagnzine, .. has hl'l'n n 11y~hol ! black, tht> hue a. .. signccl tu Saturn; the next an 
in m:my ages and eountric11. ".Among the :m- ; ornnge, thl' hul• nf .J upit<·r; thl' third n. lnigbt 
dents evt•ry round w:111 cousirlcrcd to hP rcpn!- i Tl"~l, tht• lmc or ::\far:-:; thl• fourth tht• golden hue 
KCntt'd by a uwt:1l increaRing in purity, £rom the · of tht> ~nn; tJu1.Jif'b .:L p:lle yt•llO\v, the bnt> of 
lolll·est to the bighc,.,t, :m•l tlu•,t• w<·rc> llgain l'har· j \' t>lllll' ; tlw ~o;ix-1 h •l:u·k hluc>, the luw nf 1\lc>rcury; 
ll<'terizeli by tho ll:.tlll(.'ll uf tht· :!t'\"('11 }tlancts :\M I th<.' I'Ct'l'ttlh ;o;ihcr, till' hot• uf tht•')(oun.'' 
follow~: Tht> firr-:t ro:mtl is lhl· low<·;o;t; tl:wrl'forc: I. Frum tlw f:td "tll:lt thl' :<t'\'c•n :•tll!.!'l'S b,- "'bich 
th<'~· will rl'nd frilln the butt om to tlw. tol': 7. i .tht' 11uuuni1 o)r till' tl·llll•lc· wn11 rc•adlt'll w;.rt• thus 
GolJ-thc Hun; G. :-\ilnor-thc )lMn; ;;, ·hun- 1 d<-dit•al<••l .. tn thl.' 't'H-1\ pl;uwr"- it i:< ~·,·iolcnt thnt 
!\I an ; 4. Tin-.r upitt•J' ; :;. ·Quic·k~!l\'cr-)Jcl'• . thl' ~<ymhuliMu ol' till' :o'l'Y<'II :octt·t·~ or the l:uld<•r, 
l'ury; 2. CO)IJ•er-Venns ~ 1. l.f!:lll-~:\tum." ~ :uul tlh· 11(•\'l'll :I!"I'I'Otliu~ :-tngc>l' uf !he tt:mple. il' 

Thi~; planetary l"ignilh•atiun gh·t·n lll the l't'''C'II ; th<' s:mw. Tlu· o·r.ft.r in whi··h th~ J•lan«'b arE' 
round11 of the laJd~r, as ~tatc•l hy the \\"''it<•r of arran~t·•l i,,: Il•'''''''l.'l'!'~ w•t e:xn<·lly the sn.m,. :111 

the abo''<', ill in pl·rfect harmony with the l'l•li~:- '!' th:at <1i ·till: ::;tt•ps uf tlw 'l:ti.Mt•r, a10 !,rl\'l'D hy tbe 
iOUIS iot':Ll'l or the :uu:ient!l '\\'ho '\\'II!'Shipecl tlu• !IIIII I •• l·'r~·nm"!/IIS' ~la.!.!:i:.:iuu ,. of T.omlon. The latter 
and planl'ts, a11d tho l'lt'\'t'J?l aJJc>goric:ll legcn•ll' I .~'•··~~!iii t•J 'Ill' f.,, .. ~, J..;f mc>:<tly un the s1.•J>1•osed 
which tlll'y iunnJt·•l IIJ•CIII the fat·t~ or :ll"tronomi- I ordt•r .. r tlw lllt'f:tl" ~~~ 1u }Jilrity. 'l1lnt the order 
l'allldencl'. I nr. til<' pl:uwtl'l, ~\)1 npJ'Ilt•ol to th<• 1\<l'V(•n ~Ctngt"ll of 

~<·ar the sih! uf nnt·ic•rlt B:tLylim :tro tlw rnins ; tlw h·m]'h\ i~ th1• m••:o-t. <'nl1't•ct nc•t•OI'tling to the 
uf tlw great 'l'<•mplc .. r tiiC' ~t•\'<'11 ~ph<'r<'s, whi .. h ! :tll<'it•nt ,.:~·mhnlil'm ,,f 1 he• HnhyluninnH an•l otbl.'r 
for a lnng time W:l~ thought t1> be itl<'ntiral with , 'lrit•ntalu:ttiuu ... •·:111 uot he clnnhh'll, for the ruinll 
the grent 'f<·mple of Rr.ltts, rlt•<~criut'cl by Ul•roolo- ! uf thl·.l ''"'l'l•• iH·If l'I:J.l·<· t h:at lK·~·nn•l qncstion. 
tns, Hitua.tcJ in ll:~hylun, and whic•h ii c)(INC•Iy, : ·It i:- :If,.,, t'•tnnlly ,.,.j,Jl·nt, frmn tlw dc11eription of 
though not ex:tctly, rCKCmhlc·s. The builol<:r nf lli••rr~olo•tu .. , that tltP t~pul.oli:--111 of th<' ~l'\'l'R Mtagcs 
thi!l temple is unkll01\'11, and the cl:lte of it8 Ol'i~i- j ,;f tlu• Tyn1plt! nf tlw Sc•n-n Splu•rc ... is tlu: s:lml' as 
na.J strnrture is al:;o unut;rtnin. lt \V:ts, bowen•r, I th:lt .,r t'bt• ~l't•:tt 'l't·tnpll' n( Ht•Jn,. it~o~t•lf at Baby­
restored and car<•fully rl·nont<'ll by N'<!bm·hncl- I lun. Out• of ! l!t' pl'iJII'iJ'nlo•ml.lt•nis of tlu• aneit·nt 
nezz!l.r, whose name is :-~till lt·~ibll' on the Lric·ks r )[~·"1c.>ric•s, lu.th in l\·r:-h1 nnd lnolia, "'as a lndder 
and cylinders deposit.tld at tbc an;;d<'s. Tl~c II of ~t·\·,•n rnm"l" nr "t<'p~, an1l it m:1y be tr:1cf'd 
account which the royal restorC'r gin·s of hi:' , hn<'k to thl' wry bnilolen; of these templl's. In 
work has bet"n likewise found in the iu:o:cription" I :atrt•mt•tin.~ to :t!lo·o•rtnin tlw true meaning of this 
among the nzins. The followin!t particnlal'll :t!l • t'mhlcm. \\'C mul!'t not forget thut the Habylouian11 
to this great temple, 'i\•hich is a ty1Je of the plan . ano ~ahtt':lnll Wl'Tl' WOr~hiJ>e~ t:~f the planetS. lt 
aud charnctcr of :1ll the Babylnni:tn 11:1c·r~cl bnitct: is alsn""{.qiiully important to remt•mber that thl'y 
ings, is taken from Rawlinson':l.App<'ndi.'( to Bpok '\ll'l.'re :ult•{lfl4 in 'ltitronomy, nnd bclicvt'd in and 
III of JlcroJotn!l. The .ruinll Wl're c.art>fully :mJ Jlr:lC'ti•·c•l n~trology. '111is i!- ('\"itlt•nt from sacred 
completely explored by ~ir II. R.'lwlin!'on l1im- · hi:<tory. We rt•ncl in J>anid ii that ~ebuchad­
self bnt a few ycar:J ago. I.ikl' the great Temple nt!zz:ar (tj1c gamt> who rc:l~Dilt or restored this very 
of Bclus at Ha.bylot., as de~ribed hy Tft"rodntu11, 'l'cmplt> of the &•,·en ~pl1eres) was troubled by a 
the Temple of the Seven Sphert>S.was a building of dream, whi<'h he com mantled "the magicians~ the 
ur:en re<:eaing ,,ta!Je&. On the top of th<' sevt'llth I aatrologtrl.l, an~ the sorcerers, ana tAt Cl&aldean4," 
stage \\':lS placed the arl.·, or tabernacle, 1\'hicb 

1 
to interpret f~r him." • (See also '7, 7, and many 

seems to have been fifteE'n feet high. The orna- otber pa~sagc.>s of Scmptnre.) "The Cbaldeana 
mentation of tbc building was almost 11olely l.ly were a bl'3nch of the great Hamite race of Ak 
color. "'l'he seven stages were colored so a.o; .to I KmJ, "·hich inhabited Dabylonia from the ear­
represent the se"en planetarv spheres, accortling lit.'St times: With· them originated the ari of 
to the tints regarded by the Sa beans -as appropri· niting, the building of cities, the institution of 
ate to t.he seven luminaries, the basement being religious systems, the cultivation of all aeieuee, 



ASTBONOJIIC.U. BXPLANATION& 

bat that of aatronomy in particular" (H. C. Raw­
linson). 

The sciences of astronomy and astrology will, 
therefore, no doubt furnish the key to the aym­

. holism of not only the seven atagea of the temple, 
but the seven rounds of the ladder also. In truth, 
the reference in both to the seven planets points 
us earnestly in that direction. 

The sun on the 21st o£ December is at his 
lowest point of declination below .the equs.tor, 
and the days are. the darkest and the nights the· 
longest, while all nature lies dead, lo.eked in the 
arms of winter. On the '21st of March the sun 
reaches the vernal equinoL Spring begins, ~d 
nature revives from the death of w.inter. On the 
21st of June the sun r;eachea the.aummer solstice, 
when the dayll are the longest, and the sun seems 
for the first time to have regained all his former 
power and glory. Now, it will be observed, by 
looking at any celestial 'globe, that the progress 
of the sun from its lowut to its highue declina­
tion is divided into seven equal parts by the t~even. 
signs of the zodiac,. through which ~e passes, or 
in which he is, while mounting upward from the 
winter· to the summe1; solsti~e. The sun, starting 
in fJapricornw, passes suecessively through .Agua­
riw, Piscu, Aries, Taurus, and Gemini, until be 
reaches the summer solstice, or sumdlit of the ·zo-· 
diacal arch, on the 21st of June.'. If the reader 
will take the trouble to trace this ascending path 
of the sun along the ecliptic on a celestial globe, 
it& symbolical significance will be impreasivety' 
illustrated. It must, however, be remembered 
that the winter and summer solstice were ancient· 
ly in .Aguarius and Leo, and not in Capricornw 
and Cancer, as they now- are, owing to the pre­
cession of the equinoxes. The Hindoo astron­
omer, Varaha, says, "Certainly the southern sol· 
stice was once in the middle of ..4.skiatJ (Leo), and 
the northern in Dhanisllta. (..4.guarlus}." Modern 
aatronomera all declare the same thing. ·A study 
of the various astronomical myths of antiquity 
shows that the most of them originated when the 
summer solstice wU' either in Leo or between Leo 
and Cancer. In the days, therefore, when plane­
tary worship bad its rile, the suo, hi his passage 
from the winter to the aammer solstice, started 
in .Agvariw and ascended aacceuively through 

the signa Pisces, .Ariu, Tau"", Gemini, and Ca,. 
cw, SOO each, and entered ~o at the summit of 
the zodiacal arch on the 21st of J nne. These 

:.seven signa are therefore symbolical of seven ae­
cending stages or steps, and, according to the sci­
ence of astrology, thet.e seven aign11, following 
each other in this e:s:act order, are the houses 'Of 
the seven planets (\vhich they rule and aignify) 
in exaetly this order : Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, V e-
nus, .Mercury, the Moon, and the Sun. . 

·· Btu oy a strange cc>rrespondence this is th<.' 
exact order in which the planets are arranged as 
ruling the seven ascending stages of the Tomple 
of the Seven Spheres, with but one exception. 
Tbe moon, whose ho118e is Cancer, and which sip 
she rules (according t~ astrology), is at the top 
.of the seve.n stages, while the san is placed in the 
center, between Mars and V enua, who rule the 
vernal signa ..4.riu and Taur'Uil. This is, how­
ever, in perfect harmony with the ancient alle­
gory above gh·eti, for anciently the vernal equinox 
was between .Ariu and TauMtB, the summer sol· 
stice being between Leo and Cancer. The baae 
of the temple, therefore, symbolized the winw 
solstice--the appropriate ~olor of which was black, 
and ita signiticator .~tum or Time, which destroys 
all things. . It referred to the sun at his lowest 
point of cleclination, D.nd when Xature is desolate 
and dead. 

The central stage, ruled by the sign ..4.riu 
and Tau1•us, between which the sun was emblem· 
atically represented by his color, was typical of 
that luminary raised to life again at the vernal 
equinox, when the sun entered those tJigns in the 
spring. The seventh stage, or Rum mit of the tem· 
pie, was in like manner typical of the summer sol· 
stice, anciently between Cancer and Leo. Cancer 
is ruled by the moon, and Leo ill the sole house of 
the sun (according to the teaching of astrology). 

The top and last stage was therefore repre86nt· 
ed to be of the color of the moon, denoting that 
the sllD was now approaching the highest point 
of hia journey, and was about to be eulted to the 
summit of t];le zodiacal arch. · The colors, as 
given by Herodotus, are also in exact harmony 
with the science of aatrology, and ao also is the 
rule of the seven metals by their respective plan­
ets, as given by the "Freemasons' Magazine" (llt'e 
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Ptolemy, Placidus, Lilly, and Zadkiel's " Gram­
mar of .Astrology,'' for the teachings of astrol­
ogy on these points ; also, as to the houses of the 
planets and their rule). We sho'uld be pleased to 
follow this subject still further, but enough has 
been said to show the close con.nec.tio~ uetween 
the &even aacendingstu.r;ea of the great Temple of 
Belue &nd the Temple of the Seven Spheres at 
Babylon, with the emblem of. theo~ladder of seven 
dep& as exhibited in the Persian· Mysterie~; and, 
indeed, all of· the Oriental Mysteries. Nor can 
there be much doubt of the fact that our mas()pic 
emblem was adopted from tbe~e anci.eopt sources, 
while it ia equally certain that the explanation 
which refers it to "the ladder Jacob saw in his · 
vision," although beautiful, is the inventic;m of 
Preston, Cross, or some other. recent writer, who 
had no idea of its true· meaning or ancient origin . . 

TBlt H.lSOSIC L,U)DER OF THR.EE ROUNDS. 

Q. What is the signification of the Jadder-of 
three rounds, and why is it represented as lead}ng 
up to the "seven stars," or Pleiades? . . 

.A. This emblem is clearly but a modification: 
of the ladder of the Mysteries, consiBting, as we 
have seen, of seven rounds-and is of the s.:une 
general astronomical meaning. The. sun, when 
ascending from the winter: solstice to the vernal 
equinox, tho constellation Taurus ( ~ ), and the 
PleiadeR, or seven stars, situated therein, passes 
successivllly through thre~ signs of t-he zodiac, to 

• •••• . .. 

vernal equinox an4 the "seven stars" in Taurus. 
The foregoing is the emblem of the masonic lad­
der as generally represented (sec Monitors). 

The diagram following wil~ show how per­
fectly the explana~on of ita meaning, aa given 
a~ove1 .agr~es with ·an the facts of astronomy, and 
how significant and beautif~ the emblem ia when 
thus. consid~r.ed. 

'!l'Hlt' ZODU.CAL UDDER. 

The emblematic meaning now attached to the 
masoni~. ladder, which refers it to the one "J a­
cob· saw in 'his vu;ion," is neither lost nor sacri· 

. W1NTER SoLSTICE. 

ficed, even if we. admit the probable origin of the 
emblem in that of the ancient mysteries. Its 
symbolism is, however, tl1us madE'! more extended 
and impressive, so that we gain rather .than lose 
by so referring it. · · 
, · The initiation i!lto all the ancient mysteries, it 
will be remembered, was a drama founded upon 

i ·the 4etronomical allegory of. the· death and resur· 
rection of the sen, and was intended to, and did, 
impress up~m the mind of· the candidate, in the 
strongest' manner' possible, the two great doctrines 

wit, Aquarius (:), Piaces (:(), and Aries. (cr). 
These th:ee signa are therefore emblema!ically 
represented by a ladder of three principal rounds, 
by means of which the sun climbs up from the 
point of his lowest southern declination to the 

;·-of the unity of God and. the immortality of man. 
.: These are. to-day the two great .fundamental 
princ~ples of Free~asonry, and are illustrated and 
taught in a similar manner 'in the· ritual of the 
third degree. 
· The solar allegory and emblems of the ancient 
m_ysteries have, however, a twofold meaning : 

1. Beiug founded, as before ltated, on the pat-
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sage of the sun among the twelve conetellationa 
of the zoclia.c-hia overthrow by the three autum· 
nal months, his return to life at the vemal equi· 
nox, and his exaltation at the summer solstice­
they therefore taught and illustrated all the lead· 
ing principles of astronomy. and thus had an im·· 
porta.Dt •cientijic value to t~ initiated. · · 

2. By p~rsonifying the 'sun, aod requiring'the: 
candidate to repr~~nt him, the ,.hoi~ solar ph .. 
nomena were exh1bited ir;a an allegorical mann-er 
and • became ~ymbolical of the unity of God and 
the Immortality of the soul •. The ladder' of the 
MysteJies, being but an emblem intended to ill~ 
trate the main sular· allegory, bad the same twa. 
fold symbolism. • · . 

When fully ~xplained to the initiatea i~ fixed 
upon the mina Ct!rtllin great facta in aatr;nomical 
s?ience. I~ taught the order.and·positioii of the 
s1gns of the zodiae ; the -ascent of the sun from 
the point of· his lowest ·declination below the 
equator to .that of his high~t above it, by seven 
equal graduated.steps. It also taught the duration 
and order of the seuons, the length of the solar 
!ear, and many ot~er particulars of the greatest 
tmportance to agrtculture, as well as to acience 
and art generally. . 

F.I.JTII, .HOPE, .urD CJU.BITY• 

Q. Why'may the three principal r0nnda of 
this ladder be also said to em.blematically repre­
sent '.'faith, hope, p.nd charity" 1· 

A: When the ·sun haP reached hi"- lowe&t 
southern declination, and begiRB t~ ascend toward 
the 'vernal equino~· we have nothing but fsitA in 
the goodnesa o! Goft and the ,immutability of the 
laws -of nature to sustain our belief that.the sun 
will once mor~t " unloc~ the 'golden gates of 
spring"; but, wb~ the t~un enters .Pi&o.- (*) 
and ascends the 1econtl round of tbe 'ladder, Aopa 
ia added to our faith, for the ann is •n &!ready 
to have climbed qp two thirds of the distance r .. 
'quired to reat-h the vernal .equinox ; a)ad when, 
.at last, on the 21st of )!arch, he mounts the chird 
round of the 1!1-Cider and enters Arle& ( 'P ), the 
" sweet influences of the Pleiades " are once more 
felt, whi~e beneath ihe warm nya of 'the vernal 
sun the snows dissolve, and the earth begins again 
"to put on her beautiful ,.ttire." "For lo I the 
winter is past, snd tlw ilowers.appear on the earth, 
and the time of the 11inging of birds is co~e, and 
the voice of the turtle ia beard in the land." 
The third and ln11t round of the zodiacal lad· 
der is' therefore ('ffl},Jematic of cl.arity, or that 
divine Jove :mo hcnClvolcnce which each year 
cau11e the· spring-tirne to come in due season. 
So ought we all t() have· ?aith in Gocl, h_ope in 
a blellsed immortality ( ... mhlf:matieally represent· 
ed by the vernal Ctluinox), ud charity to all 
mankind. · 

The en1blem, vit'wed in: an allegorical sense 
also tau~t, by solar analogy, the un'ity of God 
and t.he life everla.'lting. The-ladder in this senie 
was the t'rublem of "the ascent into heaven from 
the lower hcmispher..-the .underworld of dark· 
ness, ~·inter, and death. This mystic ladder. leads 
to the "se,·en stars," .or Pleiadu, shining in the 
constellation Tauru4, at the golden gates ol spring. 
!t mounted'' still onward and upward, to the sum-
mit of the Royal Arch of heaven, thus emblem· TJJE Trrnv.x sTEt'S. 

atically teaching us t"hat by the ladder of virtue Th,c three 11tep11 ,J,.Jincated on the master'• 
the soul of man ~·ill at last pierce the "cloudy carpet have an· ot,,.j,,us refer(·nce to the three 
Canopy,~ and mOUnt tO the higheSt CUcle Of CCthe 'Steps, Or degrees, by Whic:U the initiated becomes 
s~rry-deckeu heavens," to dwell for ever trinm· a muter mason. Titt!y are, b·o1rever, t-apable of Pu;: 0~1~r :eath and the gra:ve. · . . . an astronomical cxr,Janation al!ICI, and m:ly be said 

Wl t us be ~n that ocr ~ason1c emblem · to.allnde to the thTl."f: 11i•ms Taurra Gtunini and 
loses none of its · 'fi b • ~ · · · .. ' ' ' . • stgnt cance y.tta probable ort· · Cancer (emblemarit: fJ( three step5) by means of 
gm lD ~he astronomical symbolism of ~e ancient which tlie sun (bavir.g ulrcady reaebt=d the verual 
myatenes, but, OD the COntrary, baa ·given it a equinox by means (I( tbc zodiacal bdder) aacencJs 
m~ch more extended and beautiful eignilcation, to the summit of thl': Royal Arch at the summer 
bema: clothed with a ICUnt(lic as well ae a moral solstice, which point i11 :J.H alread" explained, em• 
meanmg · ' J • blem.atic of the mMter't~ degree. 
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TR.B WINDili'G STBPS, 

Q. According to the legend of the " middle 
chamber" of the fellow-craft's degree, the work· 
men were paid their wages in the middle chamber 
of King Solomon's temple, which was approached 
by a certain tligbt of " winding stepll." This 
staircase is said to have conliisted of "three, five, 
and seven steps" (according to our lecture), and 
was reached by ·entering in at the front door of 
the temple, passing between the pillars· of the. 
porch. (See .Macke-y's "Symbolism," Chapter 
.XXVI.) What is the· astronomical i10port and 
real meaning of. this legend ? 

A. The only allusion to these" winding stairs" 
in the Bible is found in the sixth chapter o'f 1 
Kings. In the fifth verse we are informed that 
King Solomon " built chambers rou.1td abO'Ut 
agt~inst the valls of tne hol!-se." The sixth verse 
continues as follows : " The nethermost chamber 
was Sve cubits broad, and the middle chamber 
was six cubits broad, and the third was seven 
cnbits broad, for vithou.t in the valll of ~he howe 
he made narrow rests round about, that the beanl.B 
should not 1Jd faBtened in the vallB of the house." 
The eighth verse informs us that the "door for the 
midclle cl•amber wa11 on the right side" (Hebrew, 
"shoulder") "of the houll8, and t~ey went· up 
with UJintlill(IBtairs into the middk chamber, and 
out of the midst of the middle into the third." 
The only information which Josephus gh•es may 
be found in Chapter III, Book Vlli, of his "An· 
tiquities," and is as follows: "He (Solomon] 
also built about the temple thirty small rooms, 
which might include" (i. e., t~urround) "the whole 
temple by their closeness one to another, and by 
their number and outward po8itiM round it. He 
aldo made passage! through them, that they might 
come into one through another. Every one of 
these rooms had five cubits in breadth, and the 
same in length, but in height twenty. Above 
these were other rooms, and others above them, 
equal both in their measures and numbers, so that 
these reached to a height equal to the it)u,fJf" part 
of the house, for the upper part had no buildings 
aoow it. The roof that waa over the house was 
of cedar ; and, truly, every one of theee rooms 
A4d tJ roof of ill OtDn thtJt tDal not conmcletl 

fDith the other rooms, but for the othllr parll there 
was a covered roof common to them all. • • • The 
king had also a fine contrivance for an ascent to 

. the upper room over the temple, and that was by 
Bteps c.ut in the thiclmeu of the vall, for it had no 
large door on the east end, as the lower house 
had, but the entrances were by the Bides tlmNgh 
very small doors.'' 

The above extracts comprise all the infonna· 
tio~ which reliable 'history, either sacred or pro. 
fane, furnishes in regard to the " midclle cham­
ber" and the "vindin!{. ·•tairs" by which· it was 
reached. It iJ evident, both from the Bible &nd 
from Josephus, that the "·middle chamber" wa., 
no part of the temple proper ; nor, indeed, was 
it permitted to be fastened to the sacred walls. 
(See 1 Kings vi, v, just quoted.) All the cham­
:hers were built around the outside of the walls, 
·and were reached from the side, so that in going 
up to the "middle chamber" a person not only 
did not pass between the pillars of the porch, but 
did not enter in or pass through any portion 
whatever of the temple itself. The steps, accord­
ing to Josephus, were "'cut in the thickness of 
the wall outside." In view of these authorities, 
although he· does not quote them, Dr. Mackey 
may well say "that the historical facts and the 
architectural details alike forbid us for a moment 
to supp011e that the legend" (of the winding 

· stairs), " as it is rehearsed in the second degree 
of masonry, is anything more than a magnificent 
pMlosopltical myth." (" Symbolism," Chapter 
XXVI.) 

But if it is a "philosophical myth" it must 
have a symbolical meaning; and be emblematic 
in its character. The nry essence of symbolical 
teaching consists of the met hod of selecting some 
fact or some real object in nature, art, or science, 
and by investing it with an emblematic lliguifi-

• cance through comparison, thus teaching and illus­
trating some moral or political doctrine. The 
anchor is thus made an emblem and illustratioo 
of hope, the beehive of industry, the scythe of 
time or death. A real ancbor, beehive, or seythe 
is, howevel', required as a foundation for this alle­
gorical teaching. If, therefore, the "legend of 
the winding stairs" i• a "philosophical myth," 
either the actual or the emblematic lt&in m1111& 
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have a real exi&tence somewhere, or they could 
not h11ve been selected or used for the purpose of 
convoying a philosophical, symbolical, or allegor­
ical Jesson. 1'be "winding steps," as described 
in the masonic legend, did not exist i11 the tcmplo 
of King Solomon, as we hsve shown, not only by 
Josephus, but the Bihle itself. We must, 1ht're. 
there, look else\\·bere foz: them. Now, lUI all tho 
other leruling emblems of masonry have an astro­
nomical origin, it is but reasonable to snrpose 
that these very same "winding .sterll," lending to 
the place where the wages of the cr:~.ft are paid, 
will be found in tbn.t otb~r ."temple not made 
with hands, eternal in the qoaven'S." ~they are 
not to be found in the actual temple, let ns look · 
for them in the emblematic on~. 

But, before doing so, ·it will be necessary to 
determine more ex~ctly the proper n~mber of 
these emhlematic steps, for their statt-d number 
seems to have varied at diJferent periods and ac­
cording to diJfcrent versions of the legend. Dr. 
Oliver mentions an old " tracing-board," 1•ublishc!d 
in 1745, in which the Rteps are semiclrcult~r, aud 
are but scvm in number. Dr. llac:kcy says, on 
page 221 of hill " Symbolism," that 11 traciDg· 
boards of tho last century have b~en found in 
which only jive steps are deline&tt>d, !'Dd others 
in which they amount to ~even. The Prostonian 
lectures used in England in the beginning of this 
century gave the whole number as tl&irty-siz, 
divided into aeries of one, three, five, seven, nine, 
aud eleven. • • • 'l'be Hemming lectures, adopted 
by the union of the two. grancJ lodges of England, 
struck out the eleven •••. In the United States 
the number was a~oill further reduced to .fiJ'Uen, 
divided into three series of t%1ree, five, and seven.". 

It thus appears that there hu been coosider· 
able confusion as to the correct number of these 
aymbolioal steps. The most ancient versions of 
the legend make the number either fi~e or seven. 
Now it is a very safe rule to adopt as to all tl'&· 
ditioos, including those of masonry, that the older 
the version the more correct it pro}»ably ia,. for 
the further back wo. t;race any legeDd the nearer 
we 1rill approach the time of its origin, and, con­
sequently, its primitive and uncorrupted form. 
Applying this rule to the case under considera­
tion, we may safely conclude that the proper 

number of steps in tbc•oao- '~ w"iiuiing iit:Unt" is 
either five or seven. If, howq,·cr, we su"ceed in 
finding th~ steps theml!eh·c:ll IJro[wrly lucatcd. in 
the emblematic temple, nnd leading t.o the very 
place where the craft recc•j\·e their w-nges, we shall 
bo able to determine their t.:Xact number by actual 
coun .. 

The builtting of tho tcmJ•Ic, reJlresentod em· 
blematically by the Royal Ar,·h of heaven, wu 
commenced in the spritag ancl &nishocl in the au· 
tumn. It was, therefore, said to he seTen years 

·in building, as bas been pre,·iouily- o!plained. 
'I'he spring signs, duri9g which t~e plowing and 
planting are dout•, are typical of the E. A. degree; 
the summer montb11, ,,·hun the . grolring grain re­
quires c~nstaut care for its prot~t'tion, of the F. C. 
degree; and the season in "·bich the harvests are 
gathered and stored n·ay, oC the M..ll. degree, 
and' th011e f'kUlc•d workmen who wrought at the 
completion of tho tcm1Jlc. ~. . · 

D,mug the J•rogress of the suti. from the ver­
nal equinox to .. tho summer sol~&tire, the husband­
mao is eugagod in preparing the ac,il and sowing 
his seeds ; dwing the passage of the IUD from 
the summer solst1ce to. the autumnal equiuoz, Jae 
is employed in protecting his JIUlturi~g cropS: In 
July and August the cor11. ripen:> and is harvested, 
and in the autumn the oil antl v.ilte also reward 
him for.hi& labors. . 

Tho wages of ~he faitbful craftsmen, we are 
told, are " com, oil, atz.-l tttbce." The 111111en signs 
of the zodiac, from tbe Temal equinoz to the first 
point of ,&orpio, "winding" iu a g~ittcring carTe 
about the h8"avens, may in a Uke manner be said 
to be emblematic of seven winding stt'ps, leading 
to the place where 

.. CORN, OIL, A~D WINE 

are brought forth to rewarci the lahol'!ll of the bus· 
bandm&o. The sun arrins at Aries on tl1e 21st 
of March, and reaches Scorpio about the 21st ot 
October, passing. spooessively thruugh Cf', ts, II, 
~~ n, 11Jl, and ~. The numllor o£ these emblem· 
atio steps is therefore 1er.•en, thus cdrre&J?onding 
with the more ancient vcrsioM o£ the fellow-craft 
legend ; and it will alaro be observed~ that they 
are really lt:mit:ircular in form. This perfectly 
harmouizes with the '!seven semicircular steps " 
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'Of the ancient "tracing-board" mentioned'by Dr. bot only des~rves but receives 'its due reward. 
Oliver. 'It u.· also worthy ol notice· thai, just as It· also displays tbe benevolence of the Great 
that part of the y-ear embraced within these se~n 9reafor, "'bo causes the earth to bring forth her 
signs may be divided iDtc?. ~re~ periods .::..1. That frui~ i~ ... du·e . .aeason : • 

of plowing and pl~nting ; 2. T,hat df grow~g and ,, He v.· atereth the hills from above; 
maturing ;-an~ 3. That of .haivesting an(\ storing' -· The earth is filled with the fruit of his works; 
-ao these emblematic steps may also be divided ··.He bringeth forth th"e grass for the cattle, 
into three groups, which ·fhid an' appropriate ex· And the green herb for the se!'Vice or man: . 
pression in tlie numbers s, 5, and 7. The nrst ' That ht> may bring forth fruit out of the earth; 
el&r~ signs, Aries, Taurus, and Gemiiii, den,te the And 1Dine, that maketh glad the heart or man; 
season of plowiug and planting. The next.t1Do, And oil, to make him a cheerful CO•Jntenanee; 
Cancer and Leo, making jive. from the vernal ~d bread, to. strengthen man's l.ta~" 
equinox, denote thf! period during whioh" the crops - fpMn civ, 18-:'13. 

ripen and mature; an4 the last two, Yirgo and It ~minds us also of the covl:~l~nt which God 
Libra, making 1et1en iii all, rule the ~arv~st-sea· made with Noah in the olden time : "That he 
son-and the storing away of the ._com, oil, and would no more "curse the grou~a for man's aa.ke ; 
vim, with wbich th~ solar bounty has rewarded but that "·bile the earth remained seed-time and 
the labors of the faith£ul husbandman. · -=-• -. harve'st should· not cease" (genesis viii, 21, 22). 

ne .Amepcan division of the steps into three These and many other important lessons are 
groups, expressive of the numbers 3~· 5, and 7; is tfught. by the astro·masonic symbol of the "wind­
therefore correct, but the total nuiiber of steps is ing stain " ; and those les&l)ns are made still more 
eev-en, and not fifteen. "It is easY. to see how this impressive from the fact that the .Archeeyp. of 

• latter error, as to the mystic import-of the uum- these ""'in ding stairs" is not to be found in any 
ben S, 5 and 7 was ·made, in consequence of the transitory, earthly mansion, but. far above, set in 
true nature of the symbopsm of the seven steps the eternal majesty of the starry 1iruiament. . 
being lost. · · . -. 

TBE BJ.AZciG ST.\& The legend of the "~nding stairs" informs 
us that they condnoted between the two pillara of 
the porch. Dr. Oliver, in bia "Landmarks'" (note 

Q. To what does the ~~onio emblem of the 
.Blazin~ Star allude ? 

19 to Lecture XVI), says th~t "the equinoctial 
pointe are called pillars, bticause the great semi· 
circle, or upper hemisphere, Re~ms to rest upon 
them." Il this symbolism be correct,_ then, the · '" 
" winding stairs " do, iD fact, lead past and be­
tween these celestial pillar&, in perfect hartnony 
with the allegory. of the legend. . Thus Kplained, 
the legend of ~he "winding stairs," leading to 
the place where "corn, oil, and wine" are. ae­
livered as a reward. to the faithful laborer in · 
the vineyard,·· ie a most beAutiful arid ~ipifi· 
cant astronomical. allegory •.. ·Like all ·the: other. 
~stronomical' allegories anjl stmbols of F!8em&­
eoury, it not only (when properly unde~tooci) 
reveals important4aud valuable .rsientgic f&(lts re- . 
ap~ting the movements of the heavenly bodies, 
but at one and ·the same time inculcates,' in a sub-.. 
lime and ipapressive manner, great moral truths. 
It teaches us, amont;t other things, ~t industry 

A. 'fo the sun iu the inidst. of heaven, as a sym­
bol of Deity. Eveu Dr. Oliver, who hu no sym­
pathy with'the astronomical theory of the origin 
of Freemasonry, say&: "ThejBlazing &ar''muat 
not be poneidered merely as the creature which 
lieralded the appearance ofT. G. A. 0. T. U., but 
·the expressive symbol of that lh«M Bei"ff Aim· 
1df, who i~ described by the magnificent appel-
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lations of the Day-SpriDg, or Binng Sun, the 
Morning ~tar, lmd the bright and Blazing &ar. 
ThiS, then, is the supernal reference of the .Bla&­
ing &ar of 11£u(WI.f'!J, attached .to a science which, 

like the religion it em­
bodies, is universal and 
applicable to all times 

. and seasons, and to. 
every p~ple that ever 
did or ever will exist 
on f)Ur ephemeral globe 
of earth."' O~er writ­
ers identify the Blazing 
Star .. with Sirius, the 
niost splendicl:and glori­

. • ous of all the stAn. The 
l'ising of Sirius just be­
fore the sun, each year, 
gave the ,!IJlcient Egyp­
tia.Da warning of the 
approaching inundation 
of the Nile ; hence they 

··compared it to a faith· 
...,_._,...~-- fal dog,· whose bark 

.A. NUB II, 
gives warning of ap-

proaching danger, and named it Suth£8, .tiuu1Ji8, 
and Thotu, the barker, or monitor: This brill· 
iant and beautiful·atar thus· early became known 
as the "dog-star." The Egyptians deified it un­
der the name of Anubis, and thi.! god was emblem· 
atically represented by the figure of a man with 
the head of a dog. • · 

Both th~se explanations ~bow .the masonic 
Blazing Star to be an astronomical emblem. The 
latter one is probably the more correct, iLs it ·ap· 
pertains to the Egyptian :Mysteries. . · . 

THE BITE o:.; CIBCCIUKBtl'L.A.TION. 

Q. To what does this m.&sonic rite allude ? 
A. ·'l"be word "circumam.bn~tion ".is Jerind 

from two Latin words (circuin, aro~nd, and ambu­
lar~ to walk), and therefore means to·walk 1!-f'OUnd, 
that is, around the altar, or some sacred shrine. 
The rite pf circumambulation· formed a leading 
part of the ceremonies of the Mysteries, and of 
aolar worship in &IJ countriea. ThiS rite .had a • 
direct solar allusion, as it was always performed 
from right to l11ft., in imitation of the apparent 

course of the sun from east to .''!est by way of · 
'the lioutb. In the lly111teries of ~dia th6 C!ndi· 
date went thus about the altar three pmea, ,nd, 
whenever he a~ved in the solith, was tavght to 
exclaim, " I copy tbe e.umpfe of tbe saii, .and 
follow his benevolent path 1 " ~·This sacred march 
'\\'as generally, in all the .Mysteries, accompanied 
by the singing or chanting of an ode or hymn to . 

d • I> 

the sun-go • Amo~g the Druids J\ vartook of 
the nature of a Diy's~":!.d:utce. The candi9ate; in 
pe~·forming the rite of circumambulation,· it will 
be seen, r<>pr~:sented tbe 'nn,~or nther the· r~r­
sonified sun, or sun-god, whicli-he continued to 
do throug'b the entire ceremony, fiom the mo­
ment of his introduction up io his symb~~ical 
deatb-Euresis and raising· or restoration to life. 
-Dr. Mackey says, in' his "Symbolism of Freema-. 
sonry," Chapter XXI, that "the ~paaonio rite of 
circumambulation strictly agrees wlth the ancient 
on~," aild that, 1\11 "the circumambulatjon ·is made 
around the lodge just as the &Wl was supposed to 
move around the .earth, we are brought b"aok' to 
the original symbolism" of the: !UD's apparent 
course about the earth • 

The direct dl'"riYation of this m:t.~onic rite !rom 
the solu mysteries of the ancicntr. i~; too plain to 
be for a moment denied ; and it is aL10nrd to sup­
pose-that any snch rite could have be\.·n inwnted 
by t.be traveling orerath·e niasonic associatio:Da 
of the middle ages. And tl1is aL::.urJity.wilht­
tacb to the whole ~err.mony of "·bicb this rite is 
"but a part (in fact, almost the"•initial step), f.Jr 
the same solar significance cbaracterizPS t'!l. ,.,bole 
ritual, all parte of which are in perfect baa"'n• . 
with the svmbolism admitted to be co;t:'lt· · 
with 'the rlte of circumambulation. If rreema· 
sonry, therefore, originated ""ith the traveling 
D'lasona of the middle ages, they must have bor­
rowed these soiat ceremoni~s f-rom some far more 
ancient· st>urce, or ast~ociation, to which "those who 
instituied modern Freemasonry belonged. Had 
they !m·ented a ritual. its ~eremonies would,. never 
have baJ.any such solar significance or SY,Dlbolism: 
a aymbo~ which has no harmony or cOrrespond­
ence with the rules and prindiplea of architecture.· 
On the other band, if, for peculiar reasons., these 
operative masona and architects really became the 
last and sole custodians of the rites and ceremonies 
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of the ancient mysteries, we can_ quite easily see I to redetermine the boundaries of each man's pos· 
how they have bt>en handed down to us in a more Sf.'ssions when, ns frcqurntly happened, the Iand­
or less cotTupted form by them. marks v.·ere 11\\'C}'t away by tho inundation of the 

What those circumstancc:J w••r" that thus ron· Nile. thu~ recovering to every man his just right& 
nected the ar<'llit.<.'<!b1 of tbe 111iolollc ages with tlie The Egyptian land-.mc:tsure itself wa:~ an (trou­
ancient myst<>J•ies \\ill he tl'<':lt<'d of more at ll'ngth ra, or a 8ql(ftre, containing· one hundn•d cubits. 
in subsequent pages; and the link "'hich tbul! (Wilkh:ison's·" Egypt.") 
united the templc~huildel'l4 of 1-~gypt, Greee(!, af!d · · 'Tbe· square, or right angl\•, re1•rcc;cuts 00°, or 
Rome with the cathcclrnl-buildcrs of Europe un· tile.> fourth l·~t of a cir.::lc.>, n!lcl brut a direct aiJu· 
der tbe reign of Christianity will' be poi.ntecl out. sion to dh_:i~:~ion of the eeliptio aud t'elclltial equa· 

THE SQU.UtE. 

Q. 'Yhence 1ras· the square, as a ma!!onic em· 
blem, derived ? 

A. It is a gent'ral jmpr<'l4sion, among masons 
and othel'll, that the squ:n<>, or right angle, u an 
embl"m• was derh·ed wholly front operative rna· 

· eonry, and is bui one of tb~ \\'orking·tools of a 
mccbanit'a.l art aclopt(•cl a.<~ an emblem l1y spccu.' 
lative masonR. Thi~ icle::& is counten~ncc.!d by 
Cross in his" .-\ntcric:m bhart,'' who ~ays, "The 
square is an instrutucnt made nsc of by Op<.>ril.th·e 
masons to square their work," and tbf'n proceeds 
to moralize upon it. This idea hall also foun<l its 
wny into all the. mouitol'l4. The square, or rigl1t 
anglf', as an emblem i11, ho\l'e>er, geometrical and 
not mechanical in its origin, and d:1tes back to 
the ancient Egyptians, in whose solemn proces· 
sions the Stolistes carried the cubit of justice 

(-). by~b~ch pe_~~endic-
ulars, right angles, and 11quare:~ might be laid out, 
its fonn being that of one arm of a .square; with_ 
the inner end cnt to an angle of 4;i", or one balf 
of a right angle. The square "'as ~n Egypt an 
emblern of jl1Stiee, bocause being a right angle 
it de\·iated in no rc"Spect fl'om :1. tr11e hprizontal 
joined to a perfect perpenc)ieul~tr. The close anal­
ogy bet'll·ecn justice and that "·hich is perfectly 
upright is so ob\ious, in fact, as to "have become 
universal. The terms "an upright man" and a 
"just man" are in nearly all laoguo.ges synony· 
moua, hence the Scriptural phrases : " The way of 
the just is uprightneu: thou, m08t upright, dost 
weigh the path or the jusf" (Isa. xxvi, 7}; "He. 
that walketb uprightly" (Psalm xv, 2) ;" and the 
admonition "t.o walk uprightly before God and 
man." Besides this, the square was used in Egypt 

tor into four eqn:ll jlnrts, in<licath·e of thl• sol· 
stitial and equinoctial point!!, and the ·division of 
the ycilr -into four llea.sonl!~ By it we are also 
enabled to clividu th~ dr(·l~ of tbc horizon into 
quadrants, and by tliC aid of the RUn in' the tiOUth 

.to correctly Dl.'lrk. out the four cardinal points of 
the eompa.Qs, Itl not ouly genmc:try, hut al!tron­
oJn.y al110, tbe usc of the right angle is indispensa­
ble; and. a,; :iuc:us'-' was thus connected not only 
~·ith ~& loftic~t proL1~ms t~f ~~eieuce, but with 
rcHgion also, it ~ooou became unh·enally adopted 
by the ancients ns a &acred cmblcn1, not only of 
justice, but of rectitude of con•luct. As C\'ery 
perpendi(•ular form~t a right nnglc witb its bnse, 
:md is a straight line, so tho primitive roots of 
.tbe words .r~qhe aud ummg mean straight and 
crooked, ~r oblique. 

MASONIC F.ESnV .o\1.~. 

Q. What was the origin of the t1ro great ma· 
sor;~ic festivals, held f~ruierly. on the 24th of June 
and 27th of December in each year? 

· A. The celebration of tho~~e days was purely 
astronomical in its origin, and re!l•n! to the sum· 
mer and winter solstice. The summe1• solstice, 
on' the 21st. of June, "·as· celebrated as a great 
solu festival by the ancien~, because at that 
time the ann was exalted to the summit ()f the 
~odiacal arch, and attained his greatest power and 
glory. !!'be arrival of the sun at the winter sol· 
stice in December and the l:omm•cernent of his 
return north toward the vernal equinox was also 
celebrated in an appropriate manner. The san 
was then· considered (according to another aU e. 
gory) to be uew·born, and the moment ·of his 
emerging from the constellation which marked 
his lowest. declination was celebrated as the hour 
of his nativit7. At this period, says :Macrobiu, 
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"the day being tbe shortest, the god seems to be 
bat a feeble child." :After that, he ~gina to grow, 
as some say. nuurisht'd by a goat, alluding to the 
constellation Capricorn, an<l the days begin to 
lengthen. . The grt>at fe:ttivul of ~he new birth of 
the sun W'a& therefore c~JcLrated at this period. 
These festival~, origin11lly ob11t>rved on .the days 
of the anmmor ancl winter solstices, came in time,. 
owing to the vari:~rtion of the calendar (as before 
explained), 1.o be celebrated em the 24th of .Tune~ 
and 27th of l>c('embcr illstcarl of the 21st of thol'e 
months. ~foclcm masons, however, dedicatea 
these days rcsvuctivcJy to St. John the· Bapti!;t 
aud St. John tho Evangelist, who, it is. alleged, 
were born the one! at t.he summer and the otb.er 
at the winter sol:>tice, and W'cre eminent patrons 
of Freemasonry. Th<'re ill, how~ver, no historical 
evidencei to support this lit.'l,t'ment, and the cele­
bration of tbcst' clays by the frntcrnity generally 
bas ueeu very prorwrly di!;continaed. 

. . 
TllE CmC'J.l: ElllllllUlECED BY TWO PARALLEL 

LL-..;"ES. 

Q. In every loclgc mny be SC('D u a c~ain 
point within a circJe emborder~d by two parallel 
lines." •Have mnsons lost the true meaning of. 
this emblem? 

A. They have .. 
Q. What does this emblem signify? 
A. The astronomical signification of this em­

blem is so apparent th:J.t it seems to have forced 
itself upon the attention of many intelligent ma- · 
sons. Dr. Oliver, in his Dictionary, says : .. The 
symbol of a point within a circle bas soi:neti~~~~ 
been invested with an astronomical reference. 
Thllll it is said that the point in the circle repre­
Rents the Supreme Being,'thC circle indicates the 
annual circuit of the sun, and the parallel Jines 
mark out the solstices, within which that circuit 
is limited. And they deduce froiD this hypothesis 
this corollary : that the mason, by subjecting him· 
self to due bounds, in imitation of that glorious 
lWDinary, will not wander from 'the path of duty." 

This ez:planation is concurred in by Dr. Mac· 
key, notwithstanding his disapproval of the as­
tronomical theory. It is, however, far more rea­
souble than the explanation given in the lecture 
appertaining to this degree, but is not in all re-

spects. correct. It is tnw th:tt tht> circl<' repre-
sents the cclivtic or annual )Jllth of the Kun, but 
tho "point W'ithin the t·irt•lc" clot's !'"t represent 
the Supreme• lk·ing, but tJw ,.,,.tJ,, nromul which, 
as a ccnt~r. the. 1nm :1Jape:trl! to lUIIIIJ:tll~· revolve 
among tbt' .. tars of the znrli:tC'. Th~ )l:Jrnllt!l lines 
arc t-he tropic·s l)( Cancer ( =) :mel CapriC'orn ( \"'J). 
The'l!lummcr snhltic-u i~o~ nn the·. 211\t of .Tune,·and 
tht• wiiitur scJlstice ou the ~lst. of Dc('l'ntucr. 
Tl1e!lc arc.• the lllc>h·ti:ial )'Oint~<, nh\"ays marked 15y 
two pnrall<'l lines. rC!}II''-'"C.'Titiug the. tropit.'s, as may 

·be t!t•t•u on any terre!' I ri:LI globe.•· or 0111p. These 
two dat<•t~, :110 \\'e lun·e n•mark<'cl. in the answer to 
tlw prc\:iou11 qu<'"l i,m, lmve 1aecm S.'licl ·to' he the 
rel'pc.•C.'tive uirtbcJay" of St. Juhn the ll:tptist and 
St. John tb<' E\·anscelh;t, hut thl.'re is no 11uthcntic 
hi~torv to suh .. t:mti:ttc•. the n,.;.'l(•t1ion. 

-·'f);,. !<1111's c·lrr·uit. arnung tlw At:Lrll i:c limited 
nnd dc.·linccl hy the trupio•!l. \\'hen. in J unc, be 
rc:u·hc.·s I he trupic uf Canl·c.·r. :nul att.aius hit~ great· 
C!lt uurt hem clt:••linnt io'tiL. Jtc.• ~Cit'=' 110 (art );c•r north, 
but tum~ :md Jn.•gim• tv ll}'Jll'ul\c:h llal' :ountll. Jlc 
rendlc.'l'l his J:!Te:,tl•st l'f.IUt lu-rn •lwliu:~.tiun jn Dc­
<·cmbcr at the otl1cr tJ•opit.', wllicl• leru~inat.es bis · 

c:JI:'CJ.E E~DOI!DEllt:D II\' I'Ar..\1 LEJ-..J.I:"<ES. . .. 
f!Ottthern progrcs11, for hcJhc•rc• again turns ahout, 
and on<'e more.• jnurney~ towartl the nurtfi. t"pon 
the integrity of tl1e snn 's mo,·cment, in. this par­
ticular, depend all the o1·der and r<>gnlarit;y of 
the seasons. Shonlcl the sun not rctrogr.1du a~ 
the summer solstice, the heat would ,rrow intol­
ornLle, ancl both vcgt'tn.ble ancl anin;t:ll c>xi,.teuce 
not only bi2COlD<' impossible !rom that can~t·, but 
the melting of the polar snawa and it;c "·ould 
produce another <lcluge •. If the sun, on the con· 
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trary, turned. not back at the winter. solstice, 
eternal winter would reign in all Ianda north of 
the equator, and a perpetua~ glac!al era extinguish 
all life and vegetation. The foregoing cut is wit~:. 

of good conduct or the pointe of reason, for, while 
we keep ourselves thus circumscribed, it ia impos­
sible {or us matmally to err. 

out question the most ancient and proper method Tim L.UIB·SEIN. 

of exhibiting the emblem of" a circle em bordo~ Q. To· ·what does the ·Iamb-skin, or white-
by two parallel lines:." . · , , . ~ea.ther apron, allude? .. 

The cirt'le, in order ~o correspo~ with ou1' "' A. The vernal equinox, where the sign Ariu 
modern ideas of the points of the comp~s,_ should. is found • .., This sign~ .as we have seen, teaches 
be turned about so that •the two .parallel lines immortality, as well as being emblematic of inDo­
would be in :1 horizontal and. no"t in a perpondicu- cen.ce and beauty.·. 
lar position. The tropic· of. Cancer (~)·would It is a mistake to suppose that the apron, as 
then Le at the north, and the tropic of Capricorn an article of dress, was confined 'in ancient times 
(V.S) at the south, in accordance with our.custom to operative masons and other mechanics. On 
of de'\'oting the top :of any map or draft to the the' contrary, it watt an indispenRable part of the 
north and the lower part t~ the south. The He- ordinary apparel of the ancient Egyptians of all 
brews, howe"rer, and other ancient Oriental na- clastics, and was wom by kings, prie~ts, and no­
tions, when 11peaking of the four quarters of-the blcs, as well as tl~e common people. Tlte apron 
heavens, alrDays sripposul tlte spectator to be look: of the king wa11, however, of a pecu1iar form, 
ing east, townrd the rising ::;un ; .and in their Ian- 11·hich belonged exclu!lively to- bis rank. lt was 
guage "b~fo1'e" meant "cast," "behim:J1' "west," richly ornamented in front with lions' heads and 
the right hand south, and the left north-li.S, for · asps, and other devices, and was of colored Ieath· 
instance, the Hebrew word ke(lem meanp not only er. Tho priests, also, wore aprons of peculiar 
before, but also east. The same custom as to the form, as a distiucth·e part of their sacerdotal 
points of the compass prcyailed "·ith the Arabians,. dre1:1s ; so alliO did the hierogrammat, or sacred 
who called the north sllemal, a- word meaning scribe. (Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyptians.") 
at the kfl. This ancient custom fully accounts 
for the fact that in· this emblem the two lines 
representing the tropics are vlaced in a perpen­
dicular and not in a hol'izontal po!ition. · The 
further fact that in. some of the Indian cave-tern· 
plea the circle. is foun$1, actually inscribed .~ith 
the signs of the zodiac, makes· the correctnes.i of 
the foregoing explanation certain. 'fhe absurdity 
of supposing that the operative masons of the mid­
dle ages inveni:.e.d this emblem in connection with 
their art is plain. 

Q. Of \\'hAt does this emblem adm~ni!!h us ? 
A. .As the sun, in his annual course around 

the circle of the ecliptic-, perpetually performs his 
revolution with· regulai-ity and certainty, never 
straying berond the tropical pointB, ~ut always 
returning in due season to beautify, adom,·and 
fructify the earth, so ougbt we all to gov~ our 
actions with equal certainty and regularity, adorn­
ing our liv•s with wisdom ancl virtue, and making 
our years fruitful of good deeds, aever auifering 
our passions to lead aa beyond the boanda~·line 

(B&LZOIU,) 

The aprons used in the ·Mysteries; and by cer· 
tain sacred officers, "'"ere of a triangvlar form, COD· 

~is~ng of two parts, as represented above. In 
the central part the asps are seen, and in the lower 
corners are lions' heads. 

The following drawings are taken from aocient 
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Egyptian monuments. Fig. 1 repre~~ents Rame· 
ses the Great offering cups of wine in the temple 
(B. c. 1322). Fig. 2 ie the hierogrammat, or sa-

The foregoing ia a copy of the Emtian em­
blem of the eye of Osiris, taken from the an­
·cient monuments, and fouild both painted and 

Faa. 1. Fra. 2. 

cred scribe. lt will be observed that an apron is 
part. of their regalia, each of a different pattern, 
according to thdr rank and office. 

sculptured on the yet remaining 
temple-walla. 

:au.BO:NIC SIGNS •. 

. Q. To what • does the first 
sign of an E. A. M. ·allude? 

A. To the autumnal equinox, 
or place of darkness, and" the sign 
Libra (:a:), which is found there, 
composed of two parallel Jines. 
'l'his sign teaches equality, be· 
cause at the equinox: •.. the days 
and nights are equal. Equality 
is the first lesson which a mason 
receives: 
"The kinp: from out .his palace most 

leave hi11 diadem outside l.he 
mnj;Qo's door, 

..6.nd the poor man .find hie true 
reiJ1ect 11pon the checkered 
floor. ''-(Jlorl'il:) 

1'he 11ign Libra also teaches 
. us to weigh all things in the 

· scales of reason. It is probable 
that the first sign of an E. .A. l\L alludes to-~oth 
equinoctial points. ""heu the stm t>ntera Libra 
he takes the .first step of the tl1ree lt-atling to his 
overthrow at the winter solsti<'e ; and in like m:m· 

TilE ALL·SEEISG ETE. ner, w-hen he enters Aric~. at the vcn1al equinox, 
Q. "~hence originated the emblem of the aU· he takes tbeflr.st step toward hi~"> exaltation at the 

seeing eye? summer solstice. , 
A. In most of the ancient languages of Asi:l, Q. To "·bat does the first ~igu of 11 F. C. ll 

'' eye " and " sun " are expressed by the same allude? • 
"'ord, arad the ancient A. The first tlll'<'f' ·,.:igns of tl1e zodiac, sub­
Egyptianll bietogl~·phical- tending an anJrlC of OU · from t}u! verual equino>. 

TR"I EYB 01' OSIBIS, 

(Wilkill!lon·s "Ancient 
. EQptiana. ") 

ly represented their prin· I to the summer sol:oti<'r. · 
cipal dt-ity, tht- sun-god 1 Q. What doe!> the fi~t c:i,;u of a !\I. )[. denote~ 
Osiris, by the figure of an I A. Tbat all is bencath.l.lim, and alluiles to the 
open eye, emblematic of sun, which, "·hen raised intCI the tl1~rd 11ign from 
the sun,- by whose light the vernal-equinox to the summit of the zodiacal 
we are. enabled to see, and arch, look~ down upon all the signs and coDBtel· 
which itself looks down lations beneath him ; so, in like manner, B mason 
from the midst of heaven, having taken the thirti dl:'gree ha.or :tttaiued an· 

and beholds all things. In like manner masons equal muonic elevation. I.t also .alludes ~ that 
have emblematically represented the omniscience benediction or blessing Whidi .the SUD or the Snm• 

of the great Architect of the universe. mer solstice bestows -:1pon the labors of the bua-
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bandman, aud haa always boen considered the I tors" (to use an astrological term) of the first 
aign of benediction and prayer. (llatt. xix, 1:~ three degrees may therefore be said to be Taunu, 
15 ; Acts vi, G ; mi, s.) (;a,cer, and Virgo. 

IUSONIC 81GNJFJCA5C:S 0~ THE ZODI.\C.A.L SIG$~ 

Q. IIave the zodiacal signs any further ma· 
• • !.a '-sonJC 11gnwcance? • . · · . 
A. They have, of some important particulars; 

AstrolO(/'J was a leading branch of astrunomy as 
cultivated by the Egyptians.· The first six·sigDs 
of the zodiac, counting from the vernal equinox 
forward toward the autumnal ·.equinox, may be 
divided into three part&, typical nf the first three 

~o,v, according to the ancient science of as­
trolcgy, aa cultiv:~ot.cd by the Egyptians, the sign 
1'a'urus ( ~ ) nde11 ·the neck and throat ; the sign 
Cancer (112) ,the .breast; and the sign Virgo (liJl) 
tho bowels. 'The deep and singular signi8cauce 
~f this "'ill 'llot ht· ·O\'erlooked by any intelligent 

· ~ason. "The astronomiCAl ndtl of the twelve signs 
onr the variou11 1•nrts of the body, according t.o 
astrolqgy, is still kept alive by the figure of 
., I/omo," as SOCII in old almanacs. 

AriC!ll, ..,.· Ilead. 

II Gemini, 
Arma. 

.ft. Leo, 
Heart. 

""'Libra. 
Reinll. 

I Sagittarius, 
Thi;hs. 

.::: .Aquriua, 
Le;a. 

~Taurus, 
Neek. 

® C:mre~, 
Dre:tst. 

111 \irgn, 
Uowc:ls. 

111. 8rorr•io, 
S11crc:tL 

46 Cnpricurn, 
Knees. 

· Pisces, * Feet. 

degrees of masonry. I£ we count from the first 
point of Aries forward 60°, WCl reach and include 
Tavrw. These two are typical of the first de· 
gree, and the unskUled "'orkmen who labored at 
the prep:n-a.tion of the m:1terials of the temple. 
Advancing 60° farther, we reach and include 
OaM.r. These two signa, GeJQini and Cancer, 
are emblematic of the second degree. Sixty de­
grees more take us to and .include J'i"ffo, which 
brings us to the autumual equinox, typical of com­
pletioD, and the skilled workmen who ""rought at 
the completion of the temple. The " aignifica-

Cbampollion 11aya the accompanying iignre is , 
from the· Egypti:1n Ritual of the Dead, and is 
often found in their pBpyri. ·For further infor­
mation as to the nature of the rule and influeuce 
of the t.welvt- signs, see Lilly's "Asts:ology." 
Some very interesting remarks on this subject 

. may also be found in that curious book of 
Southey's called " The Doctor," '\"' ol. II, Chapter 
LXXXVII, P. I. See, also, "Sibley's Astrol­
ogy," Zadkiel's "Grammar of Astrolon," and 
Burton's" Anatomy of Melancholy." 

As this division of the 6rat six signs in~ tbne 



A.STRONOHICAL EXPLANATIONS. 

equal parts makes Virgo one of the " signitica­
tors" of the third degree, we are naturally re· 
minded of the beautiful virgin alluded to in the 
modern lecture appertaining to that degree. 

TilE BE.\.\iTIFliL YIRGIX OF THE THIRD DE· 

GREE. 

Q. What is the 'origin of the masonic emblem 
of the beautiful virgin "! 

A. Although the figure of a virgin is no doubt 
~ very ancient emblem, alluding to the Egyptian 
godd~ss Isis and the constellation Virgo as well as 
to the moon, yet the masonic emblem, as depict­
ed in our monitor~; is of late origin. It is in its 
main features in direct violation with masonic 
legend ancl Je~'ish law and custom. It could not 
have had an ancient Hebrew origin, for the fol· 
lowing reasons : 

1. The Jewish law forbids the making of any 
graven images of the kind. Even the Jews of 
the present time will not permit any sculptured 
figures to be set up as monuments in their ceme­
teries. 

2. The urn, which is represented as containing 
the a.~l11Js of 0 . G. )f. H. A . B., implies cremation, 
which was contrary to the fixed custom of the an­
cient Jews, as well as Egyptians, which dictated 
burial. 

3. The Jewish law considered the contact, or 
ncar approach even, of a dead body unclean, re· 
quiring those thus exposeJ to undergo a long 
period of exdusion and purification. Our ~· - M. 
IL A. could not, therefore, have been buried any· 
where even in the neighborhood of the temple, 
much less near the sanctum sdnctorum· itself. 
'Ve have, however~ positive testimony :J.S to the 
modern origin of this emblem. A full history of 
its invention, and when and by whom introduced 
into masonry, is given in a late article by Brother 
Robert B. Folger, in the ":Masonic Newspaper." 
As the communication is of much historical inter-. . . 
est, and also fully illustrates the way in which 
many modern innrwations have been made, we 
give it entire. 

It should, however, also be observed that Cross 
did not claim to have invented all of his hiero­
glyphfcs, but admits that many oi them had been 
"described by authors who bad gone before him." 

5 

FICTIO:S OF THE WEEPING VIRGIN. 

a 1' &OBERT Jl. POLG£&. 83• .. 

JEREMY L Caoss has been dead for many 
years. A more genia\ and kind-hearted man w;:.s 

not to b~ found, and his la.hors in and for the 
benefit of the masonic frat-ernity have f!ndeared 
his memory to all who were acquainted with him 
during life. He bas ieft a. memorial of !lis ma· 
sonic labors in the" Hieroglyphic Monitor," which 
bears his name, ·which passed through eighteen 
large editions before his death, and which bas 
been trespassed upon more by ma!'cnic publishers 
and lecturers than any other masonic work which 
ever issued from the presa, it being the -basis of 
all w~rks of the kind claimed by other persons. 

It waA my privilege to make the acquaintanr:e 
of B1·other Cross in 1853, at which time be was 
i~ the wholesale paper business, in Pearl near 
John Street, in the city of New York. I became 
more than commonly intimate with him, and that 
intimacy increased anJ continued up to the day 
of his death. The history of his life, together 
with all the incidents connected with the publica­
tion of his first "Hieroglyphic :Monitor," were 
ve,ry fcequently the subject of our co_nversation, 
and I fourid that the' book \\'as perfectly his 
"hobby-horse" ; he looked upon it as one of the 
greatest and most important achievements of hi! 
life. 

The ca~eR which led him first to devise the 
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plan of such a work were as follows : Be was 
pusionately foncl _ of. masonry, studied under 
Thomas Smith Webb, Gleason, and othen, be. 
came perfect under them in the lectu~es and 
work, and" then started through the country as a 
leotarer in the year 1810. He was a mao of ez­
ceUeot appearance in early life, strietly tempente 
from his youth up. His maaoen were prep088eaa­
ing, open, frauk, very i!uent in language, and, 
withal, a very fine aiDger. As a iriatter.o"f course, 
he bec=me very popular, the business of Jectu~ilg 
t1owed in npoil him very fast, and he bad as much 
to engage his mind in that line as he could well 
attend to. Wishing to take advantage of all the 
baainess that oJfered, he found the work alow of 
accomplishment b:y reason of" delays caused by 
imperfect memories. He wanted something of 
an objective kind, which wowd have the e!ect 
of bringing to mind the various subjects of liis 
lectures, and so fixing the details in the mind as, 
with the sets of objects presented to the sight, 
the lectures in detail would be complete. 

There was not at that time any guide for 
lodges ucept the s~led ·cc Master's Carpet,'' and 
the works of Preston and Webb. The ·'Master's 
Carpet" was deficient, beidg without many of the 
most important emblems, and those which it dis­
played were very much "mi.J:ed up." The w.ork 
of Preston did not agree with the " adopted 
work." That "of ''f"ebb agreed perfec~ly, but still 
was wanting in its most important part, viz., the 
hieroglyphics, by which the work is plainl:r and 
urdformly presented to the learner, rendering it 
easy of acquirement, and imprinting it upon the 
miBd in such a manner that h will not readily be 
forgotten. . . 

The aecond object was a copyright. He knew 
that in those days ~e coat of bringing together 
and putting together, aoli the bringing out of a 
work of the kind which be deaired, would throw 
him into a Iarge upeuditure, and, in order ;to get 
back the cost ADd derive any solid benefit from it 
in the end, it must· of necessity be -in his ~wn 
hands alone. 

Be considered the matter ,:tor many mouths, 
and. finally attempted to draw various pla111, tak­
ing W ebb'a " .MoDi tor" for a guide. Part of the 
work he accomplished satisfactorily to himself. 

This included the fint and second degrees, and, 
although there was but little really origillll in 
the emblems which he produced, yet the clauiil­
C:ltio~ and arrangement were his own. He went 

... on with the third degree Ttry well u far as the 
"Mo~itor"··Of Webb g~a, when he came to a 
pause.. . 

There was a de-ficiency in the third degree 
which had to be filled in order. to eifect h~ pur­
poses, ·and he became wearied in thinking' o'ter 
the subjeci: . He finally consulted a brether, for· 
merly a Mayor of New Ha1'en, who at the time was 
one or his most intimate frienda, and they, after 
working together for a week or more, cduld not 

·bit upon any symbol which would be sulicieutly 
· simple and yet answer the purpoae. Whereupon 
· the copperplate-engraver, also a brother, who was 
.doing~bis work, was called in. They went at the 
business with renewed courage, and the num}Mtr 
of bieroglypliicll which had by this time accumu­
lated was imm<'nse. Some were too large, aome 
too small, some too complicated, requiring too 
much czplanation, and manr not ~t al! adapted 
to the subject. Finally, said the copperplate-
printt'r: · 

" Brother Cross, when great men die, they 
generally haTe a mon.ument." 

" That's right,., said Cross ; " I never thought 
of that," and away ~e went. ·. 

He was missing from the company, and was 
fottnd loitering around the burying-ground in 
New Haven in a maze. He had surveyed all that 
waa there, but did not seem. aatisfied. At 1aat he 
got au idea, whereupon t,Jle council came together 
again, i.nd he then told them that he had got the 
foundation of ~ilat he wanted-that while aojonrn· 
ing in New York City be had seen the monument 
erected "over Commodore Lawnmce, • in the south­
west comer of Trinity churchyard ; that it waa a 
glorious monument to t!J,e mem~ry of a great maa 
who fell in b~ttle. · . It was a large marbl1t piUar, 
broken off. The part brokeil ol! was taken •"!''aY• 
but they had left the capital lying at the bue. 
He 1Vould have that pillar for the foundation of 
his new emblem, but would bring the other part 
of the pOlar in, leaviDg it to rest against the hue. 
Thea one could know what it aU meant. The odatr 

• Captabl La1m111.011 : 1ee " Amerialll C,oJop.cll&.11 



part of the pillar should be there. This was assent­
ed to, but more wAs wanted. They needed some 
inscription describing the merits of the dead. They 
founi no placo on the column, and af~er a lengthy 
discussion they hit upon an open book placed 
upon the broken pillar. • But there should, in the 
order of things, be some reader of the book ; so 
th.ey selected the emblem of innocence in a heau· 
ti£~1 virgin, who should weep over the memory 
of the deceased while she . read of his heroic 
deeds. 

"But, sir," said I, "bow will you get along 
with the Jewish people ? . You ko<Jw that very 
many Jews are muons. They ~e very tenacious 
of the 'law' which forbids the making of any 
image of any kind, and that even the touch of a 
dead body by a Je,v renders him unclean, an~ as 
a .consequence, unfit. to come into the synagogue 
until after u1any days' purification. They would 
never' allow any dcnd body to be brought into the 
temple, nor will tlwy C\'Cn to this day allow any 
sculptured figures or images to be put up as moo· 
uments in th"ir cemeteries." · . . 

·" Oh~ I never thought of that,'' saicl Brother 
Cross. "However, it makes no clitrcren<·c. 1 did 
not intend to injure the feeling."~ or prcjudires of 
any one Ly .my monument. I only iuvented it 
to serve as a help to memorize n'iy lectures and 
work." . • 

"Admirable, indeed," said I, "but how does 
it happen that, in the year 182!), when I was 
raised to the third degree, in Fireman's I.odge, 
old City Hotel, there was nothing mentioned about 
any monument of the kind ! How did it get into 
the history at all ? " · 

"Oh," said Brother· Cross, "I put it tht>re. 
You see the work was imperfect without the mon· 
ument. It was right tQ.at there should be a mon­
ument for great men when dead. The thought 
of burying the body of a great man without leav· 
ing some memorial to mark the place where he is 
laid is repulsive. I think I have· supplied the 
deficiency, and done it admirably." · · 

"But, still, this was done iu 1819, and in 1825 
it had not reached New York." 
. "Oh, that ia right.· The Grand Lodge of the 

State of New York would not receive my work, 
aad. did not until1826. They worked' old style.' 

All the· Eastern, Southern, and Western States had 
received and authorized ·it, but New York aDd 
Pennsylvanil!-. held out. Bnt hi 1~6 Brother 
Heney C • .Atwood, one of my abl~at·scho~ aad 
as good a workmah." as I ever ·aaw;· establiahed 
Mystic Lodge in New Y~rk pity, .and worked 
after my system. Immediately the ,work spreld 
through~ut the State.' . . · .' 

" The craft are indebted to me for harmouiz. 
ing and beautifying· th~ work :and .lectures. I 
have labored solely for the1r benefit, and they are 
quite welcome to' all that I •. ll:lve done. ButmaDy 
ha\·e treated me badly, by copying .and publishing 
my hieroglyphics, claiming them as their own. 
lly copyright was based upon them,. and upon 
the order of ~hf:ir al'l'!'ongement. · The publication 
cost me a large ~mount of money, and involved 
me in deb~; and soon after its appearance a lect­
urer in Vermont made a similar publication, in­
fringing upon my copyright. I sought redreas 
from the law, and was sustauu~~r My copyright 
was confirmed and secured.· Since that I have 
never pushed the matter, although frequently on 
the point of doing SO, as all thO!C 'difficulties geD· 
erally ended in some compromi.;e, whiclJ amounted 
to very little. .llany of th<.' hieroglypbi<'s which 
I have used are described by the authors wl1o 
b""£' ~;one before me, yet there are many which 
are not described, or even ·made mention of. 
These I claim as my own property, and, if I have 
refused to proceed in law against those brethren 
who have w'ronged me, it waa not because I 
doubted the justice of my claim or _my ability to 
re<'OVer. This bad be~n alrc:1.dy settled ·in law. 
I chose to remember my obligations to the Order, 
althou~h ~tbers had forgott~n them. I prclerred 
to dwell in unity and peace 11·itli the brethren 
rather than be the author of contention' and strife, 
and thus bring a rep1·oach upon an institution 
which I venerate and love." · 

It would be proper to stllte that the monument 
erected to the memory of Commodore "Lawrenue 
was pat up in the southwest corner of. Trinity 
churchyard, in the year 1813, after the tig~t be­
tween the frigates Chesapeake and Shannon, in 

·which battle Lawrence fell •. · It was a beautiful 
marble pillar, broken o1f, and a part of the capi· 
tal laid at ita base. The monument remained 
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there until1844-'45, at which time Trinity Church Had Cross been more familiar with the eym. 
bad been taken do~"ll and rebuilt as it now stands. bolism of those ancient Mysteries from which 
When finished, all the debris was deaned away, Freemasonry is derived, he might have devised 
the burial-grounds trimmed and fancifully deco- such an emblem as he de~ired, which, while it 
rated, and the corporation of tae church took expressed the same general idea, would not have 
away the old and dilapidated monument of Law- thus violated the traditions of our Order, and also, 
renee from that spot and c>rect«?rl a new one of a at the same time, b::t\'c bt>cn in entire harmony 
different form, }'lacing it in tht> front of the yard with the astronomical basis of the legend of the 
on Broadway, at the lower <1ntran1·e of the chureh, third degree. 
where it nO\V stands. Brother Cross and myse.lf • Among the many names untler which the con· 
visited the new monumt-nt together, and he e.x- stellation Virgo was adored was that of Rhea. 
pressed great disappointment at the change, say- This goddess W:ts figured (at'cording to Bryant) 
ing, "It was not half as good as the one they had as a beautiful i'cmale adorned with a chaplet, in 
taken away." · which ~·ere seen rnys composed of ears of corn 

Brother Cross was a lecturer in masonry for (i. e., "'h(•at), her right h:md reclining on a pil· 
more than forty year~, and his name -n·ill be clier- lnr, and in her left l'l}Jikcs of corn. By com the 
ished by masous for many geners.tions to come. ancients int~nded ~·h<•at. .llfaize, which in Amer· 
("Masonic Newspaper,"· New York, 1\Iay 10, ica..-is almost exclusively called com, was not 
1879.) known until .the discovery of this continent. The 

. , ~ .. 

The above is a vie~· of the Lawrence mona· 
ment, formerly in Trinity churchyard, referred t.o 
in the foregoing article from the" Masonic News­
paper," and from which it is !laiu Cross took his 
emblematic monument of Hiram Abif. (See Los­
sing, "Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812. ") 
It will be observt-d that the wet>ping ~;rgin, the 
open book, and the .fif!Ure of 7ime, are all want­
ing. As t""ese form the essential features of the 
masonic monument, Cross must have obtained the 
moat significant elements of his emblem from 
aome other soarce, which bas not been disclosed. 

spikes of "wheat" in the chaplet and left hand 
of the goddess Rhea are, like those held in the 
left hand,. of Yirgo, emblematic of the season 
whe!n th<' ·sun enters that sign. This figure of 
the goddess Rhea, it ·will be seen, resembles some· 
what the "\'"irgin of Cross, standing by the broken 
column, holding in her hand a sprig of acacia 
instead of the spikes of ~·hpat. Rhea was the 
daughter of Sky and Earth ( CcelUIJ and Terra). 
She was also the mother of Jupiter and wife of 
Saturn, also kno\rn as Eronos, or Time. This 
would quite nntnrally permit the association of 
the figure of Saturn and his scythe-or Time­
with that of the ,·irgin. In the Dionysiac Mys­
teries, Dionysus (who is the same as Osiris, the 
personified sun-god) is represented as being slain • 
Rhea (who is al~o idt>ntical with Isis and Virgo) 
goes in search of his body, which she at last finds, 
and causes it to be buried with due honor. Now 
it, as· Dr. Mackey admits, this legend was intro­
duced into the fraternity established by Hiram at 
the building of King Solomon's temple, and fonns 
the basis of the third degree of Freemasonry, this 
figure of the .goddess Rhea would be a very ap­
propriate.emblem of that degree. 

Thus the present emblem of the beautiful vir­
gin requires but slight .. modifications to bring it 
into entire harmony with all the ancient traditiou 
and mythology. The pretended hutory illastrat-



A~Tn0~01HC..!.L EXI'LANATIOSS. 

ing the emhlcm, "·hicl. Cru~S arhnif·; lir ifll'!'lltt·cl , 
should be cxpu11g-ed from the> ritu.ll , !!P•l ;l, p !i ::.; nn:.• 
of the beautiful Yirgin reprc:;cntc-J ~omew IJ:!t :· fte r 
the manner ~l.:-rr dcpictcrl. 

The open h11uk and funrral nrn :\l't' om:uc.l 
for the !'c>a~ons hr.foril gi,·en. In ·,IJc> lrJ1 !.and 
f bus plac·!'d at. liherty is the eYrrgrt•t' ll, <J I' ~prif! 

of acarir1, brc:\liS(' in ner }eft ha!ld \'itf!O }w}d~ 

the spear of ripe wheat, for whieh -:n:wm~ L:.t \·c 

which thou ~o11·c~t i~o :~o; tu'lt h.Hh 'l'hich shall 
he, hut bar~ grain . i~ m:ty e!J 'il':C'. of wl •at, :>r 

8ome other." Tile· ?'i!ll,; hantl i" rt•}•resented a~ 
1 resti:'g on tbe hr:>ln·l~ c,l lnn.ot , Lt•t·!!ase tLe an­

cients ligurecl Yir:;". '1:' 1\!r t!. (' n:true of Rhea, 
with ht·~ right bauJ n· -tin .~ on a ~tnne pillar. 

The• altcr:~ti< , n~ tl.n~ llt:Jd(; ;n tiu=· .:mulem a:-e 
httt :, light, ar.ti r ~;i ~ui11~ i ~ r>mittc:tl L·•t tb~ "funeral 
urn" and th" ·• open l.,ouk." T~· t: b.tter is repre-

TOE DUtTIFTI. \!P.f,!~ OF Till:: TU!!llJ DEt;l!.;E. 

!:nhstitutNl the forme>!" :J.S nr. cmLicm of imtnor­
t:llity-althougb tc:. those who arc f:l111ili:J.r with 
the ueautifd uttrr:~nccs of St. Paul. t!.e ~pikc of 
wheat iA as signific:lnt an emL!cm of ctcrual lift: 
as the evergreen. S:tys ~be apostlt' : '·Rut som~> 
will say, How are the dead raised up, :me with 
what body do thry comt'? Fool, that which thou 
sowcst i11 not quif•kcned except it die, anrl that 

' ~cntcd by Crr.s~ in a l'h:lJ'C cntin·ly unknown to 

the :~neicnh, who~c nnh· hook~ wc•rc in the form 
1 of rolls :Jf manu~cript·. Tilt' hancl:,;ome octavo 
I Yolumc, which ht· ha!< pb.·c•tl on the broken t·o~­
j umn, l...ouks as if ju~t issut•tl f.!"om the pre~s, antl 

is a gros.i a'larhron:-.m. Thost: who are familbr 
with the lectun·s belon~inf! to the tLiru degrt'e 
>:ill fino an atlditiona.l and masonic reason for 
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placing the evergreen in the left hand, "for, as 
the left is considered the weakest part of the 
body," it is thus more significant of its mortality: . THE RP2JG OF. A.CA.CU. 

the acacia, therefore, placed in the left hand, more Q.· Has the &)>rig of acacia any further sig-
clearly teaches us that, when the body, by reason 1 nincation? 
of 0 its weal!;ness, cntmbles into .dust, the soul-of A. The astronomicalsignifi.cancc of the "ever­
man, rising from the "rubLisb "• aud ruins of its greCit," whi<·b we' ha\'e substitut~o..-1 fer the Egyp­
ti&J'thly tabernacle, shall dwell-in J'erpetual youth tian at:acitr, and its allusion to the vernal equinox 
in that "temple not made with bands, eternal in and the doctrine of immortality, bas already been 
the heavens." Behind the figure ·of the virgin 

1 
fully ex)'laincd nnd illustrated. The symbolism 

11tands the form of Saturn, or Time, not. count- . of the acacia is, b~wever, more extended. The 
ing the ringlets of her hair, but pointing_ upwarn acacia grows in Egypt, and ia the plant from 
toward the summit of the zodiacal at·ch. This which gum-arabic is obtained. It is also the 

· beautiful daughter of the skies, Virgo, accorcliug a~a11thus of Herodotus and Strabo. "The thick­
to other myt~ologicallegends, is a!Ro the husband ets of acanthus, alluded to by Strabo, still grow· 
of the sun, who, when l1e enter~d the constella- 1 abot"e ll~mphis, at the base of the low Libyan 
tion Virgo, was said to e11pouse l1er. ~ hil)s. In ·going from the Nile to Abydos, you 

The whole eml>lem may therefore be a11tro- ride through the grot"e of acacia, once sacred to 
nomically explained as follows : The T"irgin w~cp- ..1pulln, and see the canal·· traversing it, as when 
ing over the broken column denote11 her grief :1t tbe g~ogra)'her visited that city." (Wilkinson's 
the death of the sun, slain by tl1c wintry 11igns. "Ancient Jo~gyptians," Chal>ter '\t"'l.) The ac:».cia 
Saturn standing behind her n.nd· pointing to the is also a ttymbol of inuoc"imce: "The symbolism 
summit of the zodiacal arch denotes that Time bere," aa~·s Dr. Mackey, "is of a peculiar and 
t~~iU heul Iter B01'roacs, and, "·hen the year h:1s unusual c.-haractl-r, depending not upon any real 
filled its circuit, her lord the sun will arise fro1n analogy of form or use of the symbol to the thing 
the grave o! winter, and, triumphing over all the symbolized, bnt simply on the double or com­
powers of darkness, come again to her embraces. ·~-pound meaning of the word. For n.cacia, in the 

The emblem of the beautiful ,·irgin, thus r~p- Gr~c.ak langu~gc, ttignifies.botb the plant in ques­
resented and explained, is not only an eloquent 1 tion and innocence oa:_purity of life." ("Symbol­
e.q>ression of affection wel'ping over the loss of:». ism," Chapter :XXVIII.) 
beloved friend, but also a mystic symbol of some . W" e think IX. Mackey is mistaken in this. 
of the leading. facts of "astronomy, and a signifi." He does not seem to have been il'l\"are, or has 
cant emblem of the immortality of the soul. overlooked the fact, that ont> species of the 

· · acacia is a sensitive-plant. " Pliny mentions 
THE ETE2GUEY a stmsitioe acacia abuut 1tlempbis. One ill now 

Has been selected by masonll as an emblem of common on· the banks or the Nile ab<.ve Don­
immortality, b~cause, when in. the icy grasp of gola (the Acacia asperata). ·The 'Mimosa Lub­
winter the whole vegetable kingdom lies dead, bek' alstJ grew of old in ·Egyp~, and the Copt 
it alone blooms in beauty, reminding us of tbe Christians have a 11illy legend of· its wonhiping 
vernal equino,;:, when all nature shall revh·e the .Saviour." (Wilkinson's "Ancient Egyp· 
again : · tiaos. ") 

" . . . · . the e-rerpeen, The peculiar nature of the sensitive-plant baa 
That bra"f'cs the inclement blast, in all ages· excited the wonder and superstition of 

.And still ret:Wls tbe "bloom of &(.Iring man. and there is no doubt that. it. was the Acacia 
When &•lmmer days are pa.st; aBperatt:, or mimosa, which was the species of 

.And though tbe wintry aky abould lower, .the acacia held aa a sacred plant by the ancienta. 
ADd dim the ebeerful day, 

It still retninti a vital power, The word ·acacia is of Greek origin, and to the 
Unconacious of decay." -lively and poetical imagination of the Gneb thie 



ASTRONOMICAL IXPLANA.TIONS. 71 

sensitive-plant, thus shrinking from the touch, was 
an expressive symbol of that inno~ce which in 
like manner shrinks from the rude contact of the 
world-and thus they named it acacia, a word 
which means innocence. li therefore appears 
that there is a real and beautiful analogy ~:be· 
tween the symbol and the idea symbolized," and 
that this symbolism does not " depend simply on· 
the double or compound meaning of tht: word" 
acacia, as stated by Dr. :l!ackey ; this sensitive 
plant being named " innocence" because it w-as 
the natural and avpropriate emblem o! innoc~uce 
and purity. · 

· THE LETTEB " G." 
Q. Is the custom o£ displaying the letter" G" 

bi mru.onic lodges of any great antiquity ? 
.A. That it eRn not be must appear evident 

when we reflect that masonry existed long uc:!forc 
the English lan!luage. The Jetter " G" as dis· 
played in the lodge is,· bowc\"l•r, a necessary and 
appropriate substitute for the equilateral trittngle, 
so prominently used as a sacred symbol by our' 
ancient brethren. 

TUE .F.!ltl'ILATEJU.I. TnU.!fGLE. 

name of Deity. In the days of PJthag~rU ,;.e 
are told that, whenever an oath of unusual im­
portance w~ to be taken,. it '!as administered on 
the equilateral triangl~, as, by so d'oing, the. name 
of Gocl was directly invnked. Tliia oath is said 
never to bave been vioiated.' · The EQtrtUTmuL 

TRIANGLE, therefore, sin,ce i~ is at. C?nctY the em· 
blem and essence of geometry, and the initial 
letter of the name of Dt'ity, should ;he seen in the 
mid~>t of every reg~lar m~oni.c ass~mbly. · 

TliE CO:U.P.USES. 

Q .. .Acl'ording to an ahcient custom, the co~­
passes, as a tnasonic emblem, whether reposing on 
the altnr or worn as an officer's jew-:1, should. be 
set 1,\t an angle of 00°. · What is ~be reason of 
this? · • · 

A. The reason is principally g.eometrical. The 
sacred import of the equilatc~l triangle has aJ. 
rcndy been explained. Now, as the su11l of aJJ 
the an~les· of any triangle is equal to two right 
angles, or 180°, it follows that each of the equal 
angle~ of any equilateral triangle is equal to one 

third of two right angles (!..~00 = 00° ), which 

is 60°. 
Q. Why so?' The compasses being set at 60°, thus· allude 
.A. For two reasons : 1. The triangle is the to tho equilateral triangle, and, if the. two points 

true significator of that noble masonic science, were united by a straight line; one would be 
geometry-since, without a knowledge of its form I formed: Tht>rl.! cau be but little doubt that it 
and properties, that seicnce it~ impossible. It "-:as wns thu eqnilnteral triangle itsc:f which our·an· 
upon the triangle that PythagorllS erected his cient brethren J•l:u·ed upon the altar, since it was 
celebrated and inva!uable ".J.orty-scventlt Propo· upon that emLh•m .tlu~ir most solemn obligations 
&itioa.." lie iP also said to han disco,·ered tbr.t were taken. In modem times the compasses, set 
the sum of all the :mgles of 11.ny trianglt: is e4ual at an nn&,lr o£ 60°, have been substituted. This 
to two rigi1t angles. lt is more :pro!Jable, how-~ ma~· ba,·e l1ecn done purp~s,..~\". or it ~y be that, 
ever, that he brought these two propositions, to· during the dark ages, some of our ignorant me­
gether with a knowledge of tbu true system of chaniC31 brethren mistook the sacred Amblem for 
the universe, with hin1 from Egypt, wh-::·e he onl' Clf tbear working·to(\ls, 11nd tLat the change 
went to pursue hi!' studies, and was initiated into was thu" br?ught about. Other mistakes equalJy 
the llysteries. . . as singular, a.ca r.ill ile seen in the sequel, were 

The erzuilateral triangle is also a sacred sym- thus m11de at that period. 
bol of the Deity, being the same fn its form as The a~gJe of. 60° ba~ also an allusion to 
the ancient Greek delta, or letter ".D." The the zod(nc, being equal to two signs thereof, 
Phmuician letter "D," as well as·the Egyptian, aDd, if·multiplied by·the·sacred number tMw, 
was of a similar form. The equilateral triangle, ·becomes 180°, or the dimensions .of the Royal 
in the Greek tongue, as well as many other an- Arch. 
cient languages, was thus the initial letter of the .Again, if a circle of any size be drawn, a chord 
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of 60° of that circle will be equal to its radius, aod 
the compa.~1:e::~ so set w~ll <lh·iclo the drcmufcr 
ence into six equal parts. 1'he points thus n1atlc, 
taken with the cmc in the Cl'llter, con:<titutc thl' 
myRtiC numucr 8'"'t!JI, 'l'hl' !SiO: c.>xtcrior }IOillt1'1 if 
joined Ly six Rtraight lint:ll, will fu1·m a perfl't't 
hexngon within a t'ircle, une of the pcrfcet tignrc11. 
Or, if we unite tlwse 11i..: point~ in :mother wa~·· 
we ha,·e the d•J,lJZIJ t:qui/(lt~:ral lria'I!Jlt!, in uninn 
with the symbol of "a point within a ci!"<'ie." 

:.ufficichtly llpparl'nt. To this 1\'e have in mJdern 
tilnC'l', with great proprir·ty, adrlecl, as huing a 
<'Orl·espcudiug pl:u·t upon our albr, the holy 
S<'riJ•tures, the inestimable gift of a. later period, 
the hlcssiug of it=- pv:.Sl•ssion ha,·ing been denied 
to o•rr auc~ient brethren, irom whom, ho\\·evt-r, 

, was not withheld ~ knowledg<• of the true God ; 
but till' holy lli!,J(•, as "·e po .. sess it, was not only 
unknown to Plato an<l Pytbagoraco, but also to 
King :Solumou, the whw:H of mankinJ. · 

This w:1s one of the moi"t 11:wrcd of all thl' 
<.'mblems of Pyth3gor~, and is also known l'\'l'll nrc I::MDLI:)r 1 '1-' E.\ns or· <'•t~::-o 11.\,.r.I;)Oc; :RY A 

to this day thruul!h the whole };a.~t, and hall lo<•en WAn:t:-t·um., on A SIII::.\.Jo' vF WIIEAT JJl" A 

there ,.e,·ered for ages, :1.8 the S~o:.\L o•• 1\:J~(; RI","I;R. 

Sor.oxo:-<, by th.· power ot' wbidt he bnm,cl f:lsi. Q. One of the m'>,;t exprelll'h·e and be:~utiiul 
the genii an1l oth<.'r t~pirits wlau r<.'h,·lll•t.i agair.~t emblems of the fellow-craft dcgrl'e is the rcpre­
God. (St!tl ".Arabian Night~<," :nul the l'tiJr~- of 1 scntati•JU of "ears of <"orn banging by a water­
the "Fisherman anu tlae Gcuiu~" for llll l'X).Irt•::- : fur.l." or, a~ tlw L'fllulcm is also often reprcsE'nted, 
sion of thi:~ belief.) If the wholc .vt,·en point:< J,l' ~ "a !:'lwaf of w!Jl'at :<u:-penu<.>d near the hank of a 
joine<l by :<tr:~ight lines,"''' ohtain the ti.~ur1· of 1 rin•r." (~l·c: ~i,·k!l':.'s" .:'llonitor," page 00.) 'What 
a perfcl·t CI'W within a pcrfl'cl. sp!ter•:. (:o-;l'" i:. the Jneaniu.~ of thi~ l'mhlem? 
"Hit;toriC"nl I.anllmarks," Ll·cturt! '\", arul nott·s.j .\. Hr. OJi,·er 1h·Yoteo; :be whole of ('bapter 
The cuLe btlli in all ages Lt•cn bchl sacrctl. XI X of hi,. "Lantlmnrks ·• to the cunsiucration 

.o\11 altars wei'<: in the forM of a (•Uh<', or tlvuloil­
cttbe, wllicl• last is the form that ancic>nt cu~tom 
y>rc:<crilled for the ma~onic nltar. The :mci1·11H 
est.tlemed the tlnulJle ,•nloe "holy,·• hu~ tlw J•l•rf .. ,•t 
<'nbc was "must lh>ly." "" e al· o r<•:td in the 
Scriptures that the hou~e l,f Go!l, which Kin; 
Solon.on built, was in the form of a do11hlc cnl•l', 
ht•ing fort!/ cubits long ar.d t!Otllf!! cubits bruad 
(1 Xing'l Yi). !'he holy lllace itself was a perfet't 
eube, being twenty cnbits ea<'h way (2 Chron. iii 
8~. According to th~ teachings of Pytb:tgora~, 
also, the cube \\'as the moRt saC"rctl of all the pt>r· 
feet bodies. }'rom 11·hat hu been said, the deep 
emble:m:ltic 9ignifican<'o of the masonic altar, or 
do'!lble cube, upon which was anciently placed the 
eqqilateral triangh:, or sacred symbol of Deity. is 

of t!Ji,.. enalJll•lll. It arpenrs that there.> is, or \\"3S, 

. .:orne cunfu!oh•n as to its true meaning. ~ome old 
. ma,ons !it•em tu thiuk it refers to thl•jirst passage 
: of the rh L'l' .hmlan loy the hrnclitcs under JMh· 

ua, when tbt·y 1·1llc.-rcd C:1na:1n; at which thne 
. tht pr1•mise•l i:lllll wall <'O\'ercu O\'er by fidds of 
1 rii•l' corn, whi1·l: was 'by tbt•m th<'n :u:sum<·d .ll> a 

l-Y!IIUol of tht· l'LT:~T'I." wlail·h gl:1clilened the heart:: 
of the fuluil'h<'ll lsr:u:litcs after their forty year:::· 
"·ander·i11J:( in till' th•H•rt. Anothc.>r iuterpr~tatior. 
of the ,.~·uthl,I, wlti!-b l.lr. Oliver ~in~:; in full, re-

' fe:r~ to a l'a~sa~l· in the lifl' of .T<'phthah. record('t.: 
; in .iwl!!·cs xii. h~· whid1 w<: learn that the EjJhra­
: imitc:< qnr.rrde<l 'l";ith hi111. A hloudy battle I·ol­
l lowed, nnrl the El'hraimit<.s WE're dl'fcat<><l. Jcvh-

thah took posscssio•l of th~·r>assag\ls of the Jordan 
to pr·c,·ttnt their <.'scape. 'Yhcm any cf tbe !ugi· 
tin•;. attemrted to <.'rOs!l Ol"er: they were com­
manded to say "sldbbulctlt," l>ut, as they could I m•t frame to pronounce it right, and said "llil>­
boletl:," they \\'ere d::o~co\'ercd :md slain, to t.he 
nur.tber of forty-:nul·t\\'0 tbQusaud. Tllis latter 
interpretation l>r. Oliver thinks to be the . true 
,ne. He !layll, "Suc•h i11 the historical account 
of the warfar., of J epbthah with tLe Ephraimitetl. 
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and th~ reput~d origin of the symbol and its in­
terpretation, bt-canse the battle took place in a 
field of corn tletlr tiLe rit•cr Jordan." 

The intcrprct1.tion which r<:fcrs it to the pas­
sage of the river under Jo:d1ua bas been generally 
discarded by mal'ons, and is not countenanced by 
the ma~onic lectnt·c a~ ;;rinm in America. The 
other int('t·pt·etation, whil'h refers this emblrm to 
the battle with the Ephra.imites, is, however, also 
manif<'stly incorrect, for th(; followin~ reasons: 

1. Then• IS no history of this Lattle outside 
of the J;ihlt· anti Josc•Jthus, and neither account 
makes :my mrntion of the battle having taken 
place "iJL a fidd of cont." J osephns does uot 

. ·-

even mention the u~e of the word "shibbolc~h." 
(Sec .Tud.:rcs xii, and "Antiquities," Book Y, 
Chapter YT.) Th<' truth is, the statement that 
the bnttlc "took plnl'c in a fi<'ld of corn" i$ pure· 
ly imaginary, and was innntcd to ma.ke out the 
interpretation, wl1ich otherwise would not explain 
'·the earl' of t:orn," w!Jic:h con:::titutc the lt•ading 
and most cxpressin feature of tht! emblem. It 
i:; but another imtan<·~ of an iuterprctation bl!ing 
int•tntrd to explain an cmhlem, the true meaning 
of whic·h ~·as lost. 

2. TI1is intrrprt•tation is also cl<.'arly incorrect, 
from the fart that it bao.; no sort of connection 
with any other part of masonry, or :my TUasonic 
e\'cnt or person whatc>cr. It refers to a period 
long before the builtling of Solomon's tt!mplc, and 
i3 utterly out of hannuny with the entire system 
of Freemasonr:y aud al! it::: details. 

The fl'ct that the words ·• .~ltibbolcth" aud 
"Bibbu/l·tf," orcur in tbt" story told in J;ulgc!l of 
the cruel :uui nsclcss !il:l.ughtcr of the dl'fcated 
and flying Ephr.1imill'"• was :sci:.:t•d upnn, and 
~eC'ms to ha\'o induc•cd till' attempt tu thus t':t­

plain the lol't tn<.'anin~ of thil' J'l'l'Hliar and st rik· 
ing emblem; hut c•\'l'n then it wns ncce~sary tc 
invent an adclition to thr Scriptural narrati\'t! in 
order to aC'c:ount fu1· the "car:'! of com," whith 
were othcrwi~c uot explained. 

SinO LA. 

Q. \Yhat i~ the prohable tru<' m<.'a!1ing of tLt' 
emLiem of ·• ('ars of com hanging by a water· 

ford," or "a sh(•af of wheat suspended 
ncar the bank of a river"? 

A A reftmmcc to the Eleusinian )I,·s· 
terics will J!O far to clear up the matter, 
nntl g-ive us the tl'\1(' import of thi:i srm· 
bol. The J<:lt"usinian )I y~'t~rics Wl're dc­
rin:d from tho~<· of lsi.• (sec initial d•ap· 
tt•r), who wa,.: known to the Grec>k!' by 
the n:unP of C,.rr.~, allll also Cybdr.. Cerrs. 
or Cyl•t•h•, wa)! tlw g-utltl<.'ss of the bar­
YI!~t, ;md was rt'J•re~t·••tcd, like thr b<.'au· 
tiful virgin of tht• :w.Jiac, ),caring I'JICal'!' 
of ripr com. !'is .wall in like m:uuwr. 
with tilt' E .:.!YI•ti:lli!<, c•m l•lcrr.ntic of thc:> 
hnrvest-~<·a"'<•n. In the Eg-yptian 7.olliat· 
his OC('UJ'it·tl tht• J•la,·c uf Yirgo, m11l 

was rcprcs<•nt<·ti with tlm•e cars of corn in lll'r 
hand. · 

'!'he Svrinn word for :w ear of corn is ~iboftr, 
identical ~·ith shibholctfl, w!Jieh the Ephrnimit<'s 
prononnre~l, morl! nearly t"orrl!ct, "sibholcth." 
This wor<l also means "a !'tn·am of wat<'r," ancl 
the cmhl<.'m of cars of c-om or a !<hcaf of wheat 
ncar a waterroun:<', or rin•r. wa,. nnC" of the em­
blems of the Elcu~ini~n nwl Tyrian (or Dioupi:ll') 
l\IY~tt-rie~. As th<· worrl ha•l a cJc,ulJII' nw:ming, 
th~ pirtnre fomu~a a sort of rdms. The rh·cr i.­
the riYer Nile!, the onrflow of wl1i•·h <'nric·hed tbt· 
soil and hron!!l,t forlh tlw ahnnd:wt l1arvests of 
Egyptian cor~1, nil of whi(•h was !lymbulically 
represent.erl by the t•:-.1'" of <~1>1'11 hanging b:; a 
river. It is also worthy of remark that the ,.am~ 
of the ~odtll'ss Cuhclc, nlthm~~h diffl·J·ing in or­
thography, is almost identical in ~ound with n· 
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bvla in some dialects. This mystic word is there- I pomegranate W:lS early cultivated in_ Egypt: hence 
fore a triple pun, and has a threefold signification: I the complnint of the Isrnelites in the wilderness 
1. An ear of co111; 2. A stream of water, refer· , of Zin (Numh. xx, G), this 'is no place of figs, or 
ring to the Nile, upon the inundation of which I of vines, or of p•.•iut·~rranates.' The tree, with its 
the ban-est depended ; 3. It might he understood l' pharacteristic t·alp:-ci:owned fruit, is easily recog­
as one of the nam«:'s of the.> goddess of tht! harvest. nized on the Egyptian sculptures." . (See article 
Hutchinson, a m3Sonic _writer .of note, admits that 1 "Pomcg-ra11ate. "') . ·. 
the use of the '\\Otd 8ibbolct/, was equivalent to an ' Thc descri)'tion of the pillars, as given in the 
avowal of a profcs;;ion of the ~Ip;teri"s, as it- im· Bible, also rcndl•rs it probable that ·they had no 
plies ears of corn.· ("Spirit of )!asonry.") globes upon th<' top of their capitals, as none arc 

How much more perfect :,tnrl·bcautiful is ti.Jis mentioned. This idea of surmounting the pillars 
interpretation of the en.iblcm. an<l how much more 
in harmony with the moral teachings of oltr order! 
The one explanation recalls -nothing to the ~ind 
but the blooJy aml bt-utal huichery of /orty·llcu 
thousa11d of ltis fc_llow-bcings by .Tllphthah, the 
vile ;\\'t:Ct('h. who offcred up his own innorent 
daughter as a burut-offeriug (sec Jucl~cs xi, 2U-, 
40) ; the other reminds us of the pl•ac:pful pur· 
suits of agricnltul'c, a.ud the benc,·olcncl' of the 
GREAT CaEuor., who each year brings. forth the 
han·est in due ~cason, and rewards with "ph·'~' !I,. 
the industry of the husb:mdman. The improba­
bility of the operatiT"e masons of the miildle ages 
ba,·ing inYentcd this astl'Onoruical- agricultural 
emblem is so plain as to require no comment. 

TUE PlLL..li:S OF THE I'ORCII. 

Q. In e\·c.ry masonic lodge may be seen two 
pillars, surmounted by globes. \Vhat i~ the ori­
gin of these pill:m, l'nd what do they signify? 

with globes arvse, no douht, from a misconstruc­
tion of the wo!'d "pommels," as used in 2 Chron. 
iv, 12, 13, ur thll word "bcnols," in l · Kingt; vii, 
41. That these pommels, or bo'III-·U!, were not in 
:my sense academic glob~, such as adorn the 
masonic columns, is eYid«;nt from the fa.ct tha.t 
they were covered with· • network," containing 
four hundred .pomegranates in two "rows, or 

A. According- to the masonic lecture ap)>Cr· 
taining to the fellow-craft degree, these two pil· 
l3.rs represent those w-hich stood before the porch 
of King Solomon's temple, and are described in I 
1 King::. vii,~;)-~!: 2 Chron. iii, 15-li; Jrr. Iii, I 
21, 22. The descriy1~ion given in the Bible is 
very minute, an4 renders it evid~nt th:t they 
were made after Egyptian .nodcls. The d,•c(•ra­
tions consisted principally, if not entir.:ly, of .net-. 
work, .lily-work, and pomegranates . . . Speaking. of 
these, the Rel". Dr:· william Smith, in his Dictio!:J.. 
ary of the Bible, says: "The Phainician architects 
of Solomon's temple decorated the capitals of the 
columns with 'lily-work,' that is, with the lea,·es 
and fiowers of the liiY., corrc.sponding to the-lotus­
beaded o(lapitals of Egyptian architecture." The 
aame writer also says in the same work : "The 

·wreaths" (·1 Kings vii, 41; 42 ; 2 Ch'ron. iv, 12, 
13). The c:hapiters, of which these pommels or 
bowls formed a part, were also adorned with lily­
w-ork: These pommels must, therefore, have beeD 
something entirely cillfereilt irom our modem 
celestial and terrestrial globes. In place of be&.~ 
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mg representations of the "variob8 seas and CGUn• 
tries of the earth," and "the face of the heavens," 
they were " covered" by wresths of network, 
lilies, and pomegranates. They were not, in fact, 
globes of a!ly kind, according to Dr. Smi~h, who 
says the word pommtl8 "signifies convez projec­
tion& belonging to t7ce_capitals ofpiUa.rs." 

The globes that surmount the masonic columns 
are, on the contr:!.ry, modem academic globes, for 
we find theru thus described in the "Monitor" : 

"THE GLOBES. 

surface. Tbe same' remarks !'ill apply ~ any 
represf:ntation then made of the " face of the 
heavens," which, according ,to' the ideas of that 
ngt:, "10·as coextensi\'e with the earth taking the 
same form and inclosing: a ~abical sp~e. of which 
the earth w~ tho base, a.nd tlie hean~s, or sky, 
the .upper !oUrfac~." · (Dudley,. quoted by Dr. 
Ma<'key in note to page 10-i.) 

It is,, tl!creforc, beyond a~l 'question that the 
in~roduction of our mooern acad~mic celestial and 
terre11trial globes, ~ the· pri,nciial feature and 
leading ornament o£ these columns, "was not dt--

"The globes are two artificial spherical bouks, rind from the pillars at the por~h of _King Solo­
on the conVt!X surface of whicc nre represented mon's temple. The custom, however, of placing 
the eountries, se:u, and variou10 part~ of the e~, t;wo lofty columns betore the porch of temples 
the face of tltc heavens, the Jll:llletary revolutions, dt'dicated to the worship of tbe heavenly bodies, 
and other import:mt partit'tdars" ("Monitor"). ~as a very ancient an•1 universal one. The Egyp-

It is very et'iU<'llt that DO ~uch globes as tb~se tian temples were al"·ap decorated by such pil­
could have e.ve1· bl•en place<l on the top .of the Iars. They may have al~o ornament~, and prob­
pillars of the ·por<'h of So!omou's temple. e,·en ably did sometimes ornament, these pillars with 
had the sac1·ed text lt!ft auy doubt upon the j;Uh· SJlheres or globe11 placed on their tops, and intP.nd­
ject. Dr. Mackey ve1·y truly rt-marks, in spe:!.k- I'd to represent. tb~ one· the orb· of the sun. or Osi­
ing of the symbolicnl form CJf the lodge, that " at ri11, the otl1er the full moon of the equiuo:~, or 
the Solomonic et·a, the era of the building of tlu" Isis. · 
temple at Jerusalem, the world \\'3S snpposed to That thu l'hmnician artists who constructed 
be oi an oblong form." Such was tlJl' ici·•a beJ,l tl•c pillars at the :•m·h of King Solomon's temple 
by the most enlightened among the Jelrish 1uc- nl~ imitated tl1e ar('hitecture of ·the Egyptians 
tion, even down to a very late date, comparative. ,. in tltis, is pos.<~ii.JJ,., although no mention ill made 
ly. Thus, Isaiah (xi, 12) s:1ys, "'rhe Lord sh:1ll o! 1 he fact in either Kings or Chronicles. Such 
gather together tl1e dispersed of .Judah from the I ~!·iw:·c.>~, howcnr, would be something very dif­
four corners of the earth" ; and we find in the f~r~nt from thOllO upon the masonic columns. 
Apocalypse (xx, 9) a prophetic vision of four ThAt tht· pillars of the porch may have been .sur­
angels standi~g on the four corners of the earth. mounted l•y fignrt-s ~lobular in form, rand mtend­
Dr. Mackey, illust.rating the ancient idea of the ed to • Ppre,;ent respcc~tively tl1e SU'l and moon, ia 
form of tbPI earth (see "Symbolum," Chapter rendered somewhat probnblc from the fact that 

r--, the whole con11traction of the temple, as we have 
XUI), furnishes t. drawing in this form 1...-.J' Peen from 11·hat J OSt!}Jhus 'says, was embletpatic 
within which are marked the "va.nou• countries of the entire unh·enw. That these columns par­
and seas of th!. earth." took of this symbolism, and were emblematic in 

There cal) be no-sort of doubt that such. was · some way of the sun .and moon, would seem to be 
the prevailing idea. of. dle form of the e'l.rth held at indicated -by their. very n:unt'll. One of them wu 
that era, not only by the J ew11 but by most of the called "Boaz. '" This word is derived from two 
other nations .. n, tbE'"efore, tlJe architect of that roots "bo ,·motion basie • and "az" fire 1.' e. 

' ' t • ' • ' ' ' 
age had. desired to'sunnount either of these pil- the sun, the great mo,•ing fire~·· Tbe other was 
Iars with a figure representing the earth, be would called "Ja.cl&in," "·bich clearly reff'rs to the moon. 
have placed there :1 body baring the form of a Our word "month" is derived . from the word 
double crdle, with the ''countries, seas, and vari- "moon "-a month being one m?on, or one revo­
na parts of the earth" depicted on its Sat upper lotion of the moon. The Hebrew months were 
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also lunar, hence they calla~ them Jachin, ·which 
comes from Ja,.a~, which means the moon (Dr. 
Adam Clarke). 

This connection of the globes on the columns, 
Jachin and Boaz, or the columns thems~:lves, with 
the moou and the san, seems to ha,·e beei: at one 
time fully acknowletlged, if not understood, by 
the fraternity. This connecti'ln was no doubt 
accepted from ancient tradition, 11·bile the true 
cause and real meaning of it was probably lost. 
The following is a drawing of the t"'O pillars of 
the porch, taken from a masonic meclal struck in 
1798, which is but a copy uf the way these pil­
lara are represented in the more ancient charts. 
It will be observed that above the pillar Ja'!llin 
the figure of thP moon is seen, while above that 
of Boaz the sun app>!ars. (See "!Iacoy's Cyclo­
pmdia," article " Medals.") 

true position of the pillars is therefore shown by 
the following diagram : · 

Sovlfr 

l1'cosf 

TEMPLE 
rRCNTINr. 

EAST 

Ea~t · 0 
BoAZ 

Nortlz 

Besicies this, the Ifl'hrc\\'R, like othur ancient 
Oriental nations, alwa~·~~ suppo:!Cil tlsc spectatl)r 
looking east, not no1·th, a:.-~ we clo ; llC'ncc the 
word shcm•tl mf.!ans hj't as Wl•ll :uJ 11ortl• / I.:Cllem 
means ea.~t. anu alllo b•Jim: ; while the same 11·ord 
whil'11 m(•:ms S()utlt ah·o mc:Jn~ at flw rifJict lzaml. 
""hen we are tohl, thcreforl', in l\:inlar:-1 and Citron· 
ic:ll!~, that the pillar Boaz wa..: on the le~t sicle of the 
temple, it is al~o implied that it wn.~ on the north 
sidt". But, as the temple itsdf front(•d to the e:J.St, 

As to which pillar properly repre~ents Jarhin an,l the pillar Boaz "·as on the north side of the 
and which Boaz, it must be remembered that, porch, it also follows that thi11 pillar, 11·bich repre· 
\\·hen standing in front of them, they are reversed, scnted the t.tm, "'all plact'd at the "JLOrtl&east cor­
Jachin then being on the Iert band, and Hoaz on ncr" of t!Je tt'mplc, and in direct line with tbe 
.the right. In thia matter mucl:.. confusion exist11 rising sun of the ~tumroer ~ol~tic·e, as was the case 
in tbt~ pictorial re})rescntations made in the lloni- "Ot"ith the nn('i('nt Mnplcs of I<:g~t. The full sig­
tora. Kings and Chronicles sny that the right nificance of this 11·ill be more elt•arly seem from 
pillar was Jachin, and the left Boa.z, and the con- tJ1e answer to the next que~tion, as well as the 
fusion arises as to whether you are supposed to reason "·hy this pillar waR plact'tl on the north 
be going into f)f coming out of the temple. Jose- side of the porch and not •Jh the south. 
phus, however, makes this plain, for, in lCICating It may be tbou~i1t that, in tracing the primi­
" the table TTith loaves upon it," he gives the key th·e meaning of the worcls Boa.z and Jachin to 
to the whole matter, and reni!ers it eYident that the Run and !Doon, a t'Ontlict arises with what is 
the pillar Jachin was on the &outh side of the: stated on the margin of both .Kings and Chron­
temple, and Boaz on the norl.~ He alio says the icles, where Jachin iR translated to mean, "He 
temple itself "fronted to the east." (" Antiqui· shall establish," :mrl Bon,, "lD it is strength." 
ties," Book VIII, Chapter III, and note.) The 1 (See 1 King:~ ,.ii, 21 ; and 2 Chron. iii,17.) That 
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the words have auch ~ meaning, in a collatera_l 
senst', there is no daubt, but the allusion is to the 
fact that the st::ength and order of nature, the 
due course of the seasons, and the division of day 
and night, were ordained and established by the 
solar and lunar orbs. "And God said, Let there 
be lights in the firmameut of heaven, to divide 
the day from the night ; and ·let theD" be for 
·signs, and for seasons, and for days and years" 
(Geu. i, 14). The word "strength" is also ap· 
plied to the sun in ~r.ny places (see Psalm xi%, 
where the sun is comparecl to "a atrong man, 
rejoicing to run a race"). The allusion of the 
words J acbin and· Boaz to 2 Sam. vii, 16, "And 
thine house and thy kingdom ~tball be established 
for ever before thee" .(Simons's ''.Monitor," page 
66), as given in the feliow-c-raft lecture, has no foun· 
dation other than the fancy of the inventor. The 
"house" spoken of in Samuel is not the temple, 
but the royal bouse, or line of David, just as we 
now apell.k of the bouse of Brunswjck, or the 
bouse of Hapaburg. It must be· remembered, 
also, that the marginal notes in Kings and Chron· 
icles are really no part of the sacred text, being 
supplied by the coiDmentators. · 

The promise made to Da>id is, bowt>nr, di­
rectly alluded to in Psalm lxn:i:z:, 35-37 : " Once 
have I sworn by my holiness, that I will not lie 
nn~o David. His seed shaU endure for e>er, and 
his throne as the stm before me. It shall be u­
tabli&Md for ever as the moon, and as a faithful 
witness in heaven." Here the connection between 
the sun and moon, and toe ideas of strength and 
establishment, is directly alluded to, and the 
symboli.Jm of the piUars of the porch. as repre­
senting the sun and the moon, might. be appro­
priately made to refer to the promise made to 
David. The attempt, however, to make a con­
nection between tbe Jaarginal notes to XiDgs aod 
Chronicles, and the teJ:t from Samuel, and then 
to apply them both to othe tempJe, bas no founda-. 
tion in the Bible. The words Jachin anJ· Boaz 
are simply the names given to these pillars. They• 
mean the moon and the sun, and also strength ·and 
establishment, alluding to the respective offices 
of the sun an4 the moon. The Hebrew year was 
~, aud the mooo established yean, and months, 
nd·weeka ; . while the sun, " in whom is strength," 

ruled and divided the seasons. The primitive 
allusion of the words to the sun and moon is 
direct. This syinbolism, as we have seen by what 
JPsepbus s•ys, is in P.~rfect harmony with that 
whi-.:h charaeterizeil the whoh temple, and all 
parts of it alike. This solar and lunar symbolism 
of the piUars.of the porch was, no doubt, intended 
to teach the Israelites that the sun and moon 
were thus to be regarded as emblems only of the 
great Cr-.ator, aod not to be won.biped tUemselves 
aa gods. As to the globt>s, if indeed the pillars 
of the porch were surmounted by globes, the idea 
must have been derived from Egypt, either direct­
ly or through the rl'yrian workmen. The allusion 
of the globes waa then, as now, whoUy ut.ronomi· 
cal ; but the substitution of our modern academic 
celestial and terrestrial globes for the orbs of the 
sun and moon is an innovation of very late date, and 
was probably the work of Preston, Webb, or, still 
later, of Cross, author of tbe" Hieroglyphic Chart," 
a history of "·bich has been previou~ly given. 
Cross ackno"·ledges that be invented some em­
blems, but be also says :l.at .nany of them had 
been described before his time. In attempting 
to depict these, he made many mistakee, from his 
want of a more intimate knowledge of the symbol­
ism of the ancient llyst~ries. It is true that the 
Hebrews, and most of the nations at the time of 
the building of Solomou'A temple, did oot bow 
the true figure of the e::.J th, yet there is no doubt 
that the Egyptians were 01ore learned on this 
point. Tbia. however, while it conce.ies the Egyp­
tian origin of the globes, does not help the mat­
ter, for our academic globes, sut.:h as are now 
placed on the pillars, are philosophical instrumenta 
of a mueb more recent date. Apart from tbU, 
there can be no doubt that the idea of placmg 
two columns before the temple, however they 
may have h<'en ornamt>nted, was derived from 
Egypt, where it was tbe <:ustom, as is n?t only 
proved .by Herodot:1s and . other historians, bat 
by the temple! themselves, rt-mainiog to this day. 
What was the rea.:l meaning and true office of 
these pillars standing before the ancient Egyptian 
temples, will more fully appear from the anewer 
to tbe next qu"'-stion. Brother Robert Maooy, in 
hia ." Cyclopedia," expresses the opir.ioo that the 
col1l1Dns Jachin and Boaz were fu-rimilu of the 
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obelisks which stood before the Egyptian temples "On the eleventh day /Jefore the calmd. of 
(see article "Obelisk "). This, of course, does J~tly, tlie sky being remarbbly serene, the whole 
away with tho globes, as well as the lily, pomc- space devoted to the aa~red structure was encom­
granate, and network. As ·to the latter, he is con- passed with ch:1plets of garlands. Such of the 
tradicted by Jeremiah, Kings, and Ch~:oJlicles. · . · r soldiers as bad names or auspiciou.~ import entered 

' within the inclosure with brauchea from trees 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER . ..uro TilE CO!t:SER-~TONE. emblematiC of good fortune. Then the vestal 

Q. Why is, or ought to be, the firs~ stone-of _ v_irgins i.u procession, with a band of boys and 
any building laid in the northeast corn~r? . • · girls, whose-...parents;male and female, were still 

A. The ancients believed that the niovemPnts, lh·ing, sprinkled the whole place with water 
conjunctions, and position of tho heavenly bodie~ drnwn 'fro~ Uvi11g fountains ~nd rivers. Helvid­
influenced not only the destiny of nations, but of ius Prisciua, the prmtor, }Jreccded by Plautius 
individuals, and regulated all the affairs ,of life. .LEUan~ the po_ntitf, after purifying the area by 
Their temples were dedicated to tha worshiP. of sacrificing a ·s"·ine, a 11heep, and a bull, and zoe. 
the sun, and the whole process of their erection, placing the entrnils upon the turf, invoked Jnpi­
from the laying of the first stone up to theiJ; rom- · tcr, Juno, and llinerva, and the tutelar deities of 
pletion, as well as all the details of the archi~ect- the_ empire~- ptaying tba(tbey would prosper tbe 
ure, bad special reference to astrological condi; undertaking, and ~rith di\ine po"·er carry to per­
tiona, and the movement of the sun in the zocliac, fection a work b£"gnn by the piety of mao ; and 
or his position at stated periods therein. • · • the~ Helvidius 1aid . his bands upon the wreathe 

In our attempt to acrount for the.reason why that bound the.foundation-stone and were twiued 
the comer-stone wns laid in the northeast comer, about the cords ; at the same time the magistrates, 
we will, of course, have, in the first place, tore- the priests,: tile senators, tbe knights, and a nnm­
IIOrt somewhat to conjecture, as no record of the her of citizens, with simultaneous efforts, prompt· 
reason is left; but if by so doing "'e finally arrive ed by zeal and el:ultation, haled. the ponderous 
at a theory, not only in entire harmony with the stone along. Contributions of gold and silver, 
facts of astronomy, but also with what is known and pieces of other metals, the first that were 
of the peculiar customs and religious ideas of thu taken from the mines, that bad nenr been melted 
ancients, and which, at' the same time, gh•es a in the furnace, but in their native state, were 
reasonable and sufficient cause, according to ~he . thrown upon the foundations CID all ·hands. The 
same, for the custom itself, we may feel almost soothsayers enjoined that neither stone nor gold 
certain that the truth has been discovered. which ~ad been applied to other uses ,should pro-

The comer-stone, we know,. was ahvays laid fane the building. Additional height was given 
by thu ancients with impressive ceremonies a~d to the edifice, this W'as the only variation conceded 
sole~n religious rites. As an illustration ~tnd _by religion." ("History~· of Tacitus, Book IV, 
confirmation of this statement, the following pas- c. 53.) · 
sage is here transcribed from ·Tacitus, descriptive . From this it appears that the priests and the 
of the laying of the comer-stone of the· Capitol at soothsayers had the whole control and direction 
Rome, when it was rebuilt by the Emperor \es· of the·ceremony, which w~s itself of 1- religious 
pasian : "The care ot rebuilding the Capitol be. c:han.cter. This custom was derived by the &­
committed to Lucius V est~nus, a mar; of eques- mans from a more ancient source, and probably 
triaD rank, but in credit and dignity among the from Egypt, where similar solemn rites were eel· 
first meu of Rome. The •ootAsayer1, who were ebrated on like occasions. ~all ancient temples 
convened by him, advised tba~ the ruins of the were dedicated to the sun P,rimarily, under aome 
former shrine should be removed to the marshes, · one of his personified names, we may with good 
and a temple raised on the old foundation, fer the reason believe that the day selected tor layiug 
gods would not -permit a change in the ancient the comer-, or foundation-atone, would be on one 
form. · of the great solar festivala. Such an ooouion 
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would present itse)i,ou the arrival of the sun at 
·the tropic at the summer solstice, which indeed 
would not be fu from the "eleventh day fNI'ore 
the calenda oJ July," mentioned by Tacitus. 

The summer solstice was celebrated as a great 
solar festival by all the mcient nations wh«?se 
religion bad a solar foundation. The day when 

fig.2 
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tious and fortunate by the diviners, soothsayers, 
and astrologers. Now, as the temples alwaya 
faced the east, •o as t? c.;Ltch the first rays of the 
rising sun, it is almost. .certain that the corner· 
stone also, for like 1·cllgiou!l reasons: would· be 
laid in a line with the rising sun. The sun, as be 
arose on the longest day of the year; rejoicing in 
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the sun thus reached his highest northern declina­
tion, and mounted to the summit of " the cirele 
of the heavens," when, according to the teachings 
o! astrology, "he entered his own house" among 
the stars, would naturally be pronounced propi-

his _pride and strength, would thus be a type of 
the new templf' about to rise majestically from 
ita foundations. On the contrary, to lay the cor­
ner-atone of the new solar templa in the south· 
easten line of the aun'a decline and fall, at the 
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winter solstice, or toward the north, the point of 
darkness, or yet toward Amtnti, the western re­
gion of gloom and death, would, according to the 
teachings of astrology, be most unpropitious, if 
not sacrilegious. 

It therefore of necessity followed that, as the 
sun on the 21st of June rises in the northeast, and 
as the future temple itself faced the east, its cor­
ner-stone, if placed so as to emblematically rep­
resent and mark the place of the rising sun of the 
summer solstice, must have been laid in the north­
east Co'!'ner. In the preceding diagram Fig. 1 will 
clearly illustrate this. The dotted li..,e shows· the 
path of tht! sun from sunrise to sunset on the 21st 
day of June, or summer solstice. The horizontal 

front of the center of the principal entra:o1ce "f 
the temple, which in Egypt 'IJJ<U alu::aya mrm01mt­
ed by the seulptured sym~ol .Jf a "t~Jinged glc'he," 
emblematic of t!te ron, whose motion was symbol­
ized by the wings. 

The same result would also take place when 
the sun returned from the s:.:.nmer solstice and 
reached the autumnal equinox. This i11 illustrated 
by Fig. 3. The points markt.:d A and .Bare those 
where the sun rises at the summer and winter sol­
fltice. It is thus apparent that the p;,rch or front 

·of the temple, from its position and con;;truction, 
might bt used as r.. perpe~ual ahnanac, as the re­
turn of tbe sun to either equit.ox would be in­
dicated by his rising in a direct l!ne with the 

circle represents the visible horizon. .At 
this period of the year the sun r!~es in 
the northeast and sets in the northwest, 
as represented by the dotted line, where 
the respective points of sunrise, noon, 
and sunset are each marked. This 
drawing also clearly shows the reason 
why that is the longest day in tht> year, 
as it is eT'ident that the circuit from the 
point of sunrise, by the way of the ~;outh 
to that of the sunset, is greater than at 
any :>ther time. .This custom of laying 
the corner-stone so as to mark the place 
of the rising sun of the summer solstice 
was productive of other useful astronom­
ical purpcses ; for, due carP. being taken 
to establish the proper angle, the aouth­
ea.t corner would, as a nece~sary conse­
quence, be in an exact line with the point 
o£ the horizon at which the sun x·ose at 
the 'IDinter solstice. .At that period the 
BUll rises in the SOUtheast anfl Set& in the EGYM1.t....~ PTLOX, OR TEMPLE-GATE, 8t'B:IIO'C!NTED BY TBJ: "WINGED 

GLOBE." 
southwest (see Fig. 2). . This is the 
shor~est day of the yev, for, as will be seen, the 
path of the 11un from the point where he rises to 
where he sets, by way of the south, is ::?borter 
than at any other period. Another consequence 
followed from this arrangement ; f()r, after the 
sun quits the south at~d goes north, when b:: ar­
riv'.lll at th~ vernal equinox he bas journeyed half 
the distance to the other tropic, and rises at a 
poiQt due east. · .At the period of the vernal equi­
nox, the sun, therefore, rose at a point directly in 

"wingeJ globe," sculptured above the principal 
entra!lce ; and in like manner his arrival at· the 
solstitial points "''al:l marked by the northeaat and 
soutb .. ast corners of the porch. 

The correct marking of the solstitial point.a in 
this manner was, however, dependent upon a cer­
tain proportion (quite easy to deterJ'Iline) bettDUn 
the breadth of the front of tl£e tempk and a point 
uta'hlialud back of ita center, at nob a .dUtmce 
that two lines drawn from that point 1hrougb the 
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comers would cut oif the same number of degrees, 
measured on the horizon, as actually separaied 
the points where the sun rose on the 21st of June . 
and the 21st of December, thus making the front 
of 'he temple the cl1ord of an arc of the same 
number of degrees which separated those two 
points. The number of degrees contained in this 
a,.c would depend upon the lati~ude of the place, 
increasing in length as we advance toward the 
north. · 

In the latitude of Egypt, -Rome, Greece, and 
Asia .Minor, if this point so established was d~ 
sired, for any re:;.son, to be placed in or near the 
center of the ground-noor of the tP.mple, it wottld 
be necessary to build the temple in the form of 
an " oblong •guare," and in many places the e:z:ac' 
form of a "doullle cuH" would be required. This 
may account for the reason why ancient temples 
were generally built in the form of a "double 
cube," and why· that form was esteemed sacred. 
This " certain point" back of .the center of the 
front, and in or near the center. of the temple 
proper, might be appropriately marked by an 
altar, or a " blazing star" (emblematic of the 
sun) " set in the ' mosaic pavement.' " . 

This arrangement, by which the front or porch 
of an ancient temple was thus made to serve an 
astronomical purpose, and accurately to point out 
the commencement of the seasons, is illustrated 
in Fig. 4. ...4. and B represent the two points of 
the horizon where the sun rises at. the summer 

·and winter solstice. C D represents the front of 
the temple ; tbe sta~ indicates the point £rom 
which the imaginary or actual lines, as the case 
m~~oy be, are required to be dt•awn; so &R to inter­
a.ect tbe points A and B, by passing through the 
comers of the temple, thus makiilg the front tbe 
chCJra of an arc, cMtaining the same number of 
dc!,rrees as ..4. G .B. The other letters indicate 
the points of the compasS. ·By the. use of a 
"plumb-line" a point corrt'sponding to the star 
might, if required, be established on tht> roof. 
This, hov.·ever, would not be necessary if, as was 
generally the case, the principal entrances of the 
temple conducted into an open coun, ornamented 
by rows of pillars.. Tbe whole L"Tangement, if 
correctly inaugurated by placing th~orner-stone 
in ita true position, in the northeast comer, would 

6 

enable r.n observer, by the use of the most simple 
and primitin instruments, to determine when the 
sun reached either of the equinoctial or solstitial 
points ; or, in other words, enabling him to divide 
the year into its four great natural divisions, g.nd 
accurately mark the commencement of each. 

The length of ibe solar yl'ar 'could also thus 
~e determined~that ill, full as accurately as the 
ancients did determine it. .All of these particu· 
lars might, indeed, be ascert:1ined without any in· 
struments whatever, by means of the piUa,.. at tlr.e 
·porch. .All a~cient temples ltad two lofty pillara, 
one at each comer of 'be porch, and tht>re is no 
doubt that they bad som~ connection with the 
arrangement abon d(:IScribed. If tbay were lo­
cated with care, the rising sun of the summer sol­
stice would cast the shadow of the northeastern 
pillar, .Boa:, along the ·line .A. * (see Fig. 4), 

. and the risin~ sun of the winter solstice cast the 
s~adow of the other pillar, Jachin, along the 
line B *· Careful obs~rvations "'ould also prob. 
ably be made of the length as well as direction of 
these shadows at different periods of the year, for 
at noon on the day of the summer solstice the sun, 
being higher in the heavens than at any other 
time in the yl!ar, the shadows of the. columns 
would be shortest ; and at noon on the winter 
sol~ticc the sharlows would be the l~ngest. These 
observations of tb" length of the shadows, being 
made at noon, would be free from the error occa· 
sioned by refraction at sunrise, and thus serve to 
correct the others. 

H these pillars were thus secretly used by the 
priesta for astronomical purpof;es, it fully accoonta 
for tbe idea. al"·ays entertaint>d, but never entirely 
understood, that the pill:ns them~elves had some 
connection, aotual or emulematic,'with the solsti· 
tial or equinoctial points .. The following drawing 
will clearly illul'tra.te the probable astronomical 
use of the pillars of the-porch in ancient Egyptian 
temples. The sun is ria:~ing. It is the hour of the 
morning sacritice. The pavement l)f thu temple 
is l't'presente~ as open to the sky, for the purpose 
of more easy illustration. It nee(l not have been 
so in fact, as it is only required that the shadow 
of the column at sunrit~e should ran parallel to the 
solstitial line, which could have been determined 
from without. • In the ancient Egyptian temples, 
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however, the portico and courts leading to the 
sanctuary were open and uncovered (see 'Yilkin· 
son's "Ancient Egyptians"), and the shadows of 
the columns were projected on the floor. 

THE CHECKERED FLOOR. 

Whenever it was considered necessary to have 
the solstitial lines or the length of the shadow 
actually marked on the floor, then a certain care­
fully placed line or row of ·mosaic squares (:;t!e 
illustration) would an· 
Rwer the purpose, and 
also perfectly cvnceal 
the design of the whole 
arrangement; and this 
is probably the reason 
why the priests in their 
temple architecture 
adopted that kind of 
pavement. Of course, 
the details of the ar· 
rangement were modi· 
ned to suit different 
places and circum­
stances. The obser~a­
tions might be made 
from the roof, or t:;tand­
ing in front of the tem­
ple, where instruments, 
Rimple in construction, 
for determining the line of direction toward the 
ri11ing sun, with reference to the front of the tem· 
ple, might be, and probably were, used, withcut 
relying wholly on the shadows cast by the col­
umns. The mean daily rate at which the p~int 
of sunrise moved along the horizon, and the length 
of the shadows increased or diminished, would 
also soon be determined, and thus an observation 
could be taken at sunrise, noon, and suns~t any · 
day. 'The month and day of the mon~h could 
thus be determined at any time with tolerable · 
accuracy. The same arrangement would serve 
to ascertain the true &.:>lar time. Of course, it is 
now impossible, in the absenca of any direct in· · 
formation, to arrive .at all the details of the pe­
culiar arrangement by which these ancient solar 
obset;Vations were made, but the main outline is 
without doubt correct. It was but a more ex· 

tended application of the principle of the ann· 
dial, by means of which not only the hours of the 
day, but the arrival of the sun at the solstitial and 
equinoctial points, was determined, together with 
the length of the year and othrr important partic­
ulars. Of course, these methods seem clumsy to us, 
being familiar with the wonderful "instruments 
of precbion " which modern science posst>sses ; 
but, in those ancient days, ~uch primitiYe methods 
were tb(! only ones known, and the accuracy of 

the results arrived at is a matter of wonder and 
surprise. 

The whole arrangement of the porch and pil­
lars of ancient temples for astronomical uses thus 
depended to a great extent uron the accurate 
laying of the corner-stone in tqe northeast corner, 
so that the onter coruer of the same should point 
to exactly the proper place in the circle of the 
horizon. The great importance attached to the 
ceremony of laying the corner-stone is thus ac­
count·ed for. This explanation, although founded 
partly on conjecture, harmonizes so well with all 
that is known as to the religious customs and 
ideas of the ancients, with the facts of astronomi­
cal science, and the whole system of solar wor· 
ship, as to render its truth in the main almost 
certain. No inve~tigation appears to have ev.er 
been made as to the probable connection between 



.ASTBO.NOJOC.U. UPL.Ui.lTIO.NS. .. , 
astronomy and the porches of ancient temples, 
beyond the fact, apparent at first aigbt, that they 
all face the rising aun ; and thia is attributed to 
religious ideas wholly, aad not at all to-scientific 
oues, althoug~ it was the well-known .cua~m of 
the aucient priests to conceal the facta of astro­
nomical scieuce under religious allegories. 

Tboae mysterious structul'ell, the pyramids of 
Egypt, have been more carefully examined, and 
are found to have been condtructed with direct 
reference to certain astronomical facta, if not uses. 
The pyramid of Cheops is placed so correctly on 
the true meridian that the variation of the mag­
netic needle may be determined by it. It is also 
so proportioned that its height ia tbe radiua of 
a circle whose circumference is equal to the cir­
cuit of the pyramid's base. Tb~ long, slant 
tunnel, leading downward from the pyramid's 
northern face, points to the pole-star o,f Cbeops'a 
time. 

Professor R. A. Proctor, the astronomer, u;rs 
in a late article, "The Mystery of the Pyramids" 
("Popular Scier&ce Monthly Su1>plem~nt," No. 
IU), that the purpose for which the pyramids 
trere erected "was in some "·ay as!ociated with 

west, and two'lying north and south; or, iD other 
wo~ so that their four faces fl'Oilt the four 
oardiual points. One cau not imagine why a 
tomb should haye such a position. h is not, in- · 
deed, easy to understand why uy building at all, 
except an astronomical observatory, should have 
such a poaition. A umpk, perha~ tltmoletl to 
BUn-tDOt"'l&~, and generally to the worship of the 
heavenly bodies, mig/&~, 6fT lJiiill in IAal "'1111 ,- for 
it ia to be noticed that the peculiar figare and 
position of the pyramids would bring about. the 
following relations : Whel! the sun rose and set 
south of the east and "'est p~ints, or (speakiniJ 
generally) between the autumn and apring equi­
noxes, the rays of the ri11ing and setting BUll Dlu­
minated the southern face of the pyramid ; where­
as during the re8t of the year, that is, daring the 
six months between the spring and autumn equi­
nons, the rays of the rising 'and setting aun illu­
minated the northern face. . Again, all the year 
round the sun's rays passed from the east.em to 
the western faoe at solar noon. .And, lastly; dur­
ing seven months and a half of each year, uamely, 
for three months and three quarten before and 
after midllummer, the noou rays of the au fell 
• on all four faces of the pyramid, or, ac· 

cording to a Peruvian '!Xpression (so 
Smyth says), the sun shone on the pyra­
mid 'with all bill rays.' " 

· Mr. Proctor thinks the purpose of the 
pyramids was rather astrological than 
astronomical, for be says, ' "The alant 
tunnel above mentioned is preciaely what 
the astrologer would require in order to 

--oec::~r~"'"""'l-~~~~~~~~~~~~ get the horoscope correctly." Thia dis­

88CTIOJr 01' TJB GU.A.'l' PYJI&Jitl), 

astronomy, for the pyramids were built with moat 
accurate reference to celdtial aspects." The fol­
lowing is quoted at length from Mr. Proctor'a 
interesting article. We have italicized a liue or 
two, as bearing more. particularly Otl our subject. 
Mr. Proctor says : "These buildiuga [the pyra­
mids] are all, without exception, built on special 
astronomical principlea. Their square basea are 
10 placed u to have two sides lyiug east and 

tinction between astrology and aatrono­
my was unknown to the aucienta. The 
two were one. Astrology assumes, it ia 
true, to predict not only eclipcea, but the 

future generally from ibe position and aspects of 
the heavenly bodies ; but, in order to make thoee 
aasumed predictions, it was firat required, accord· 
iug to the rules of astrology itself, to obtain a 
correct knowledge of the positiou and aapeota of 
the aau, mooa, and plaaeta. This neceuitatecl, of 
courae, correct aeronomictll obeervatioDB, which 
might be aud were put to uaes entirely acientmc 
and practical by the ancients, aa weU aa serviug 
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as a basis for their pretended predictions of the I east <'orner having been concealed by the priests, 
future. in process of time, when their :aeligion wae super-

That the pyramids (wh11tever else they may I seded, were entirely lost. The custom, however, 
have been int.euded £or) were "'Ot temples, we are was tii"St established under all the sanction and 
perfectly 'vUling to grant, bt'cause the only object j r ... quiremcnts of religion, and came at last to be 
which has induced tllis notic<l of their astronomi·j sttt>erstitiously followed, not only as to temples, 
cal proportions, is to 11how that it is a demon- but all other buildinbB of any importance, whether 
strated fact that the ancient EgyJ?tians did nllow I built so :11.1 to face the east or not. The custom 
the most exact astrmwmiC"nl iclc:i~ tu greatly in· I bas e'\"cn <lcNccnded to this day, whillh shows that 
ftuence, if not wholly c1introl, their most sttlpen· some nry important reasons must have led to its 
dous works of architc<'turc-\'\"Orkli so gigantic in j adoption in the first place. It is thus that the 
size, and reqniring snch an CXpc'nditure of tim<', 1 superstitions observance of· this cnstom continued 
treasure, labor, and hnman life, as to render them I for centuri<'s after the realt~cientific and the pre· 
the greatest wonder of all nntiquit~·. It therefore tended religions reasons for it bad not only ceased, 
becomes almost certain that 1111tronomil·al consid- but.been forgotten. 

. )IR!:liliC.U. TEKPLES. 
erations would not be ncglt>ctcd in · tht~ con11truc· 
tion of their tPmples proper, devoted as· they were 
to sun-worship, and 'the scrvire of a rcliginn haf· That the Druids ol Britain celebrated the 
ing a purely astronomical foundation. . ::Yysteri.:-!1 in 11oroe form, and had secret symbols 

In ancient times the onl.r. ~~tronomcrs were I and ttigns kno"'·n on.Jy to those W'ho were initiated 
th~ pri.e_!.ts, and the only opscrvatori(-s the tem- into thalugher pril.!stly orders, is admitted by all 
pieS. . The mass of the people were ignorant :md 1 inve11tigators. Nor is there any doubt that the 
superstitious, and "·holly dependent upon thP I Druidical l\Iy:;terit."S "·e~e dl>rind from tlie Phce­
priests for the kno"·ledge reqnircd to carry on ! nicinn and Tyrian navijlafors, who visited that 
agriculture. Says Sah·erti : "From the· obsen·n· 1· country for tin, and ·who established colonies 
tiona of· the stal'll, the rP.tum of the seasons and I there. The principal temple ol the Druid• was 
several meteorological l>benomena "·ere prcdict~d I "·bat· i.e; now called St•nleM11ge, nmch of which 
by the priest. He regulated agricultural ,labors remains to this day. Tl1cse ancient remains, it is 
iu a rational manner, and foretold its prullable conceded, ·were erected by those who worshiped 
succe8ll with tolerable exactness. The ignornnt the snn, either actually or symbolically, and the 
men, therefore, unaer his direction, set no bounds peculiar arrangement of the stones strongly con­
in their own minds to the power of science, nnll firms the views we ha,·c expressed as to the secret 
doubted not that the futurity of the moral world. solar significance of the " northeast corner" and 
as well as that'of the physical, was to be read on ''the pillars of the porch." Mr. ll. D. Conway, 
the face of the starry heavens. In this mistaken I in his " South-Coast Sauntering& in England " 
idea they were not undeceived by (be priests." (and who Yisited the place), infonns ns that, some 

In order to perpetuate these ideas, and so in· I' two hundred yards from the entrance of the tem· 
crease aJJd preAerve their po"·er and influence, all pic at Stonehenge, there is set up a pillar sixteen 
scientific knowledge was locked up in the sacPr- f(!('t high. This stone pillar, be also says, "is not 
dotal order and the liystcries. Astronomical ob- only aset exactly at that point toward the north· 
servations were thna of neces.<~ity secretly con- east where the 8Un ri.su at tl&e wmn~e,. solstic~ 
dncted in the temples, and .the methods by "·bich ~actl~1 over its top, hut bas also been set in a 
those observations were taken, and the real object place where the ground hl\8 been scooped out, so 
of constructions for that purpose, were securely as to bring it$ top, as seenfrona th~ altar, preciat'ly 
veiled beneath allegorical and religious rites and against the horizon. Every year people go out 
formulas. on the 21st day of June to see the sun rise above 

The real and scientific reasons why the cor- this stone, and that it does so, with a!J1olut~ t::ztJCI­
ner-etone was placed with such care in the north· ness, admits now of no question." 



ASTRONOiltCAL EXPLANATIONS. ss 
At the Dn:idical temple at ~o\.buJj- there· ia a 

stone pillar in the iame astronomical position. 
These pUlare are, it is true, of rough .stone; but, 
had the builders of these Druidiral templea pos­
Be811ed the same wonderful skill in architecture as 
the Tyrians and Egyptians, from whom their re­
ligious ideas were derived, no doubt more elegnnt 
i£ not finely sculptured columns or obeliskR would 
have been erected ; nor is it at all strange that the 
temples built by tbt' rude inhabitants of Britain 
should be inferior to those of Tyre snd . Thebes, 
although erected upon tbe same astronomil~al prin· 
ciples, for the same symbolical solar wor.ship, since 
it was far easier to adopt thts religious rites and 
ceremonies of the Pho:nicians than to rival t.ht~ir 
skill in art, or to obtain the services of their ar­
chitectll or artists. It may al11o he presumed that 
the PbCl'nicians themselves, ""ho colonized tht're 
in the interests of trade, were more skilled in 
working the tin-mines, or in commercial pursuits, 
.than in temple-building and architecture. 

TilE COJt:n"'COPIA. 

Q. W'henee was this ma:sonic ernblcm derivccl, 
and \\'Mt does it signify ? 

A. The Cornucopia, or 11om of Plenty, is an 
emblem of purely astronomical origin. It alludes 

to the co~stcllation (JtJpricormts. 
Capricorn, af'cordiug to mythol­
o;..ry, is the same as Ptm, or Buc­
cl•us, who. with some other deities, 
while feasting near the banks of 
the Nile, were suddenly set upon 
by the dreadful giant Typhon. In 
order to escape, they at once aU as· 
sumed di:tferent shapes and plunged 
into the river-Pan, or Bacchus, 

leading the WBy. That part of his body which 
was untlcr water took the form of a fish, and the 
other part that of a goat. Pan \\'as the god who 
presided over the fiocks and herds. Virgil thus 
invokes hiu:. : 

"Pan oviua custos." 

" Thou, 0 Pan ! goardil1u of the .o~heep." 
(" Georgies," Book I.) 

Pan was also the god of plenty. Therefore the 
ltiJi8eetl hom of Capricornaa became an emblem 
of plenty. 

According tO another astronomieo-mytholoJri· 
cal tale, J upitor is ~tAid to have been suckled by 
a goat-the meaning of '\\'hit•h ia tha~ the sun, 
eme~sing £rom the a.taH of Capricomns at the 
winter solstice, bt'gi1111 to grow in ligltt and heat 
as he mounts toward the \'t~mal equinox. He ill 
thus fi~urath·ely 11n.i•l to be nourished by this 
goat. The mythological name of this nurse of 

1'.\:1'. 

Jupiter was .Amc,ltl•',.''· To rew&rd her kindneRS 
Jupiter, it i11 saic.l, pluccd h<'r among the constel· 
lations, athl ~ta,·e onu of Iter horns to the nymphs 
who had aic.l«.&d in taki11g care ot him during his 
infancy. Thi11 gift pGIIfessed the power of im­
parting to its holc.lt:r wh:LtC\'tlr she desired. On 

CAPRICOJL~t:S. 

this account the Latin word "cortntcopio." denotes 
plenty; the word ".A.nmltlue~t," ',\"hen used figura· 
tively, has the same meanU.g. The whole story 
is a aolt.r allegory, alluding to th111 arrival of the 
sun among the ::tars of Capricorn, at which time 
the fruit.> of the carth-"com, oil, and wine"­
have all been arathered in and stored away, so 
that, although winter comes to desolate the land, 
the industrious husbandman is yet blessed with 
"plenty." 
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1 degree. AI the aatroDomical allegory ooutaiDecl 
TBK BBBBIVB. in that legend baa been fully uplainecl and inns-

. This waa one of the emblems of the Eleaainian trated, these embleBLI require no further remark. 
MysterieL The gocld~ Rbea, according tO Bry- ·~ · 
ant, W88 repreiented 'lrith a 'beehive beside her, ~Bll ltEY-BTO:NB, A1!rD TBB LEGEND OP 1'1'8 LOBI, 

out of the. top of which arose corn (wheat) and The emblem of the key•stone, aa now uhib­
!owen, denoting the' renewal of the. eeaaona and ited, together with the leiend of the lost key­
the return of the sun to the vernal equinoz.: ' atone, would appear to be of very recent elate. 

Q, Whence is the masonic emblem of ihe· They :))elong tO the l!ark master's -degree, aa 
hour-glass derived? given in the .American rite. The .Mark degree, 

A. The holll'-gla&l waa one of the. sacred ~s- saye Dr. Mackey, waa taken by Webb from the 
tronomical emblems of the EgyptianL Clement Scottish rite.· Webb, however, " improvecl the 
of Alexanclri&p who gives a description of one of ritual and cl&angul the legend, iabstitating one of 
their religious procesaiona, informs ni that the bi11 own invention." Auother writer informs ua 
lingw went first, bearing the Rymbol~ of music; ·that Webb's Mark degree is fouudecl on the Euro­
and that be waa followecl by the lwro.copua, bear- pean degree of 'Mark master muon-" the sip, 
ing in.his hand an ~Jaai, aa the meaaure of token, and sacred sign," of which are exactly the 
time, together with a palm-brancb, these being ·saine .. the "clue guard, real grip, and prin~pal --the symboJ.s of astrology o~ aatronomy. · It was sign" of Webb's degree-although it containa no 
the duty of the ho,.~opu• to be vereed in and mention of the "'"r/-ltonc," but in ita stead the 
able to recite the four books of Hermes which "culJic 81oru~." Tbe ~gbt of testimony from all 
treat of that soience. One of these boob de- sources seems tO renderltl UthSUl tbattile idea of 
scribes the position of the fixed stars ; another the "key-stone " and the legend. connectecl with 
the conjunctions, eclipses, and llluminat.ions of it, aa given iD the American degree of Mark mu­
the sm and.. moon ; and the others their risings ter, are wholly the invention of Webb. 
and settings. Tbe boar-gl888 is, therefore, pecul- In making these additions to the legencJa aacl 
iat'ly an astronomical emblem of great antiquity. symbols of Free1D88onry, Webb, however, wu 
Tbe tnof'Gl application of this masonic emblem i& nuder the necessity of making what he added 
beautifully given in the " :Monitor." harmonize with ~e prinripal legend of the third 

TB:S ANCBOB, TBE SCYTBz," .A.~D THE JU.I:NBOW. 

. Q. Have the :~onchor, the scythe, and the rain-
bow anr astropomical aipmcancc t . 

.A. These emblems ~ only in'Jidentally al­
luded to in the lectures, and have no particular 
significauce aa to any part of our ancient ritd and 
ceremonies, except in a general way •. They are 
all of them emblems which have. been for ages 
the common property of all mankind, used either 
.• to ~t a moral or adorn a . tale.".. Tbe last 
wo AM, "however, aatronomical in their inception, 
u the acythe appertains to Saturn, &Del the rain­
bow is not only 8 celestial phenomonon, ·but W38 

also one of the emblems of the EleuaiDian Mys-
teriee. . ·.. • . 

'I'D .coPn:N, aP.t.J)B, ~ 

. Tbeae 'are aU co~mon emblems of .mortalit.j, 
..a .appertaba aa ncb to the legend of the third 

degree, aa well aa that o! the Royal .Arch; .ad, 
in . doing so, he uncoDicioualy rendered his II8W 

legend and its accompanying emblem oapable o~ 
the same aatronomical upla~atiou as tbe origiDa1 
legend, which he de!lirecl to thus more fally m ... 
trate. We dp not mean to he uliderstood aa -.y­
ing th:Jot Webb ever bad any such utroncmUcal 
ideas izt his own 'lclncl, but, being under the a-. 
lute ueceuity of making the machinery of his new· 
cl-gree harmoniZe with the really ancient and u­
tronomical legenda of the Or_cler, he waa UIIOOil­

aciously compelled. br a logical necessity, to nm­
cler that which be supplemented capable of Qe 
same astronomical illterpretatioii u the ~al 
ancl.fundamental legencla of Freemaaonzy dlem-
selv-.· · · ' . 

· •. The emblem of the key1tone and the lt­
gend of iti l011 ·may thua be utronomioaD,·.., 
plaiDed: . 



'• . 
THB' JtBT•STO!fE. 

Q. Of what is the key-storie · emblem~tio ? 
A. Of ltf'ength, that being the strongest rart 

of an arch, binding the 
senral parts together, 
and thus enabling 'it to 
bi4 defiance to the ele-
menta.' 
· Q. Has the key-stone 
any astronomical allu-
sion? · ·· • 

· .A. It alludes to the 
summer solstice, or key 

. of the zodiacal arch, in 
close proXimity to which~ it is now seen, and where 
anciently was located the constellation Leo; also 
typical of strength. · · .• 

tba.t .the meaning attached to theee letten hu 
varied conaiderably. Thus, eome fifty <Jr linr 
ye:m ago, they were uplain~ aa. forming the 
initials of the following aontence:-H• .71u.U Wa 
Slain Soared To Jruadrul Spirit.; alluding to the 
legend of the death Qf H. A. B., aa· related iD 
P.liver'a Dictionary, and before quoted at length. 
The reading of the present. day ia very cWferent 
from this, but the reading is not '!llliform in all the 
Sti.tea of t,he u D~OD. • In some States the .letter. 
K. S. are said to staDd far key-stone, and iD others 
for King Solomon. Some are of the opinion that 
S. S. stand for Banctum BanctOt'Um i others that 

. the K. T. allude to Knights Templara. It ia evi­
dent, however, that t.llere is no definite limit to 
this m.ode of reading ihe tnyaterioua.lett.ers ; for, 
proceeding on the 'same principle, we might aup­
pose them to mean.-Sqfely Kup TAil &crul 
&cru Within. Thy Heart 1' or, Hiddm Tl&ing1 

TBE f:IBCLE ON TBE Jt:&:T·STONX. w; &lmanly &Mar To Keep &crel; or, TWe 
Q. Why ia a circ~e inacri~d in the masonic Wil"6 &vm &ep1. To Einq .so~omflft'l HOUM; 

key-atone ? " or, Enighu Templar1 Should SacrMlly W"atcA 
· .A. A circle is the astronomical sign, and Egyp- TM Holy Sepulchre; and ~ua u~tll our inge­

tian hieroglyph ~f the sun. It is placed in the nuity or patience i~ exhausted. ADd it ia also 
key-atone to denote the ·sun i~ the summer sol- 4MJually evident that all meth(!da 'of reading these 
stice, ezalterl to the summit of the zodiaqal arch letters, which are founded on the idea that thef 
(see zodiacal figllre opposite page 47).. are in any way initials of English words, moat be 

Q. Le ihe letters surrounding the circle, with wrong if the emblem is ancient, and can only be 
the explanation usually given of them, correct ? right if it ill of quite recent and wholly English 

.A. As the English language was not spoken or American origin. If, therefore, these letters 
at the time of the building of King Solomon's are of ancient origin, as arranged in this emblem, 
temple, either by the Hebrews or the men of we may be quite certain that their noal meaoing 
Tyre, the Eng~i81& sentence. whie~ these·letttrs baa been entirely lc.st. If they have any.ancient 
are said to imply can not be ~nything but a very meaning,· proper investiptioJ(l and stady might, 
modern innovation. If the circle and ita accom· no doubt, rediscover it ; but, as we ba.ve no evi­
pr.nying letters, which Webb placed on hia key- dence whatever that they are ancient, it ia not 
atone, were borrowed from a more ancient aource, worth while to make any· attempt in that direo-
he evidently did not know what their tnle m~- tion. · · • · 
ing was, and so invented. an UJilanation .of his ·. The legend of ·~lie loss of· the key-ttone aud 
own. . ·ita recovery may, ho·,.,ever, be brought into bar-

Th~ degree of Muter Mark ·~on, or .Past mony with the principal le~nd o~. the .third de­
Master, . which was confined tO- those who bad gree, and tbl4~ of the· Royal Arch,. ud tbua 

. actually. presided ae mait.era, while it furnished utronomically explained. All ·.the ·Jegenda of 
· Webb the groundwork for h~ new degree, made Freemaeonry relating to the finding of. that which 

no mention of the key-=-tone. It did, however, waa loet, refer to the euJ'f8i8, or ~vvy, by 
, ubibit the letters H. T. S. T. K. S., to which it fiDding of. the san-~ whose d~th formed tbe 

woald appear Webb added a W: and a!lother ~' itory of the ceremony of the initiatioa into the 
for reuona of hia own. . It ;s worthy of remark Hyateri& · · 
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The key-stone is an aatrono'Dical emblem of 
the sun at the summer solstice, or summit of the 
Royal Arch, after leaving which be is slain, and 
hili body lost among the wintry signs. The as­
tronomical hieroglypb of the sun 0, which ill 
marked on the key-!tone, makes this solar allu­
sion of its Joss and recovery perfectly apparent. 
It may, therefore, bP considered as. but another 
allegory of the lo!s of the sun during the winter 
months, and his discovery again at the vernal 
equinox. And, as the name of 0. G. )[. H. A. B. 
means the sun, as before explained, the astronomi­
cal sign of the sun 0 on the key-stone is equiv­
alent to his name being there, to mark or desig· 
nate the stone as appertaining to him. 

THE L:EGEiD OF TBE LOST WORD. 
. . 

Q. What is the meaning of the masonic Je-
gencl of the "lost word "? · 

A. This legend, as briefly stated by Dr. Mac­
key, in his "Symbolism of Freemasonry, (J,age 
800), is as follows : "The mystical history of 
Freemasonry informs us that there once existed 
a WORD of surpassing value, and claiming a 
profound veneration; that. this \\'Ord was known· 
to the few, and that it was at length lol't, and 
that a temporary substitute for it wa:ot adopted." 

This idea of a mystic, all-powerful "word" 
was an ancient and widely di1fused ·superstition. 
Just bow this notion '()riginated l1as not been 
banded dov. n to us, either by tradition or other­
wise. It, however, probably came to l,e enter· 
tained in the following manner : It was generally 
known to the p1'ofane-i. e., the uninitiated-that 
those who were admitted to the "Mysteries" were 
intrusted with a certain sacred· word, under a 
most solemn pledge not to reveal it to the world ; 
and as the scientific knowledge, also secretly im­
parted to those "·ho were initiated, gave those 
who took the higher degrees the power to work 
apparent miracles, the ignorant and superstitious 
multitude naturally thought, and were perhaps 
taught to believe, that it was by the use of this 
"word," so sacredly conct:!aled, that the priests 
were able to perform all their woroclerful works. 
This word was, however, nothing but the " pass· 
word" which went with the "sign," by which 
the initiated could make themselves known to 

one another. This i<lea of an all-powerful word 
was very prevalent among the Jews, no doubt 
derived from their long stay in Egypt. The no­
tion wa;; that this " word " consisted of thEt trne 
name of God, togutbcr with a knowledge of its 
proper pronunciation, and that tlae fortunate pos· 
ses!'lor of this knowledge beca01e thereby clothed 
with supernatural power-that by tbe speaking of 
this word be could perform rJI sorts of miracles, 
ann even raise the de:td. According to the Ca­
balists, "the very beav~ns shook, and the angels 
theiill>elves were filled with terror and astonish­
ment "'hen tltis tremendous word was pro­
nounced." · 

Jewish tradition states that God himself 
taught 1\foscs his tnte name and its correct pr<~· 
nunciation at the " burning bush." And they 
bclie,·ed that :\loses, being thus possessed of the 
"WoRn," usr<l it to perform all his miracles,. 
and to confound and overthrow Pharaoh and his 
h011ts. 'l'he .Jel\'"S of a later date, seeking to ac­
count f()r the wonderful ~orks of Christ, asserted 
blasphemously ·that he unladully entered theo 
"holy of l1olies," and dandestinely obtained the 
worcl used by l\Joscs, which was engraved upon 
the stone upon which the ark rested. The super· 
stition in relation to a "'onder-working 'ti'Ord also 
prevailed among the Arabians, 'tl""h·o say that King 
Solomon 11·as in poss('Ssiou of this "grand omnifi.c 
word," and by its use .subdued the genii who re­
belled against God, many of whom Solomon im­
prisoned by the u.~e of his magical seal, upon 
which the word, contained in a pentacle, 'tl""as en­
graved. (See the "Story of the Fisherman," and 
other tales of the" Arabian Nights," where this 
legend is alluded to.) 

It was from these, and other similar legends 
thus widely di1fused among the ancient Oriental 
nations, that the veneration for a particular word 
arose, togt'ther \\'ith an ean1est desire to obtain 
it, and a laborious search for it, by ambitious 
believers in its power. All the magicians, en­
chanters, and wonder-workers of the East, and 
the adepts of the 'Vest, were supposed to have, 
in !Ome mysterious way, become poasessed of this 
"word," and were known to the aspirants and 
studetats of the occult sciences (not yet so fortu­
nate) by the name of "masters," and the "word" 
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waa called by them the " master's word." This 
ancient superstition seems to have left ita impress 
on our ritual, for the "word," of which we bear 
so often therein, is assumt:d to be something more 
than a ~rere "pass-word," altbo:~gh ~·e, as ma­
sons, now nsft the phrase " master's word " in a 
very deferent sense from that Cll the adepts of 
former times. 

In former and less enlightened times the poe­
session of the true name of God and its proper 
pronunciation, or some BUbstitute for it, atli.l&orized 
'by clivin.e commanl.i, were even supposed requisite 
in order to worship him aright ; for it was ign~ 
raDtly thought that, if God was not addressed by 
his own proper name, be would no~ attend to the 
call, nor even know that the prayers of his wor­
sbi~ .. were really addressed to him, ·and not to 
Baal, Osiris, or Jupiter ; or, if knowing, would 
indignantly reject them. In the East, to address 
evou an earthly potentate by any other than his 
own proper, high, aud ceremonious title, wu con­
sidered both irreverent and insulting. Among 
the Jews, however, the pronunciation of the true 
name was supposed to be followed by such tre­
mendous effects ·that a sulJ&tituee, for which they 
believed they bad the divine sanction, was en­
joineci. Accordingly, we find in the Old Testa­
ment that, whenever the name of God occurs, the 
substitute is used instead o£ the irue name. The 
wurd substituted is genc:-ally '~...4.donai," or Lord, 
m:less the name follows that word, and then 
"Eiohi¥~&" is used; as; ".Adonai EloUm," mean­
bag, Lord God. From this !ong-contiDued use of 
a Nb&eitute for the real word, the latter, or at 
least its correct pronun<'iation, was thought to 
be lost. A trace of all this is found in our ritual, 
and, perhaps, furnishes the true reason why a 
11nbstitute (as Dr. Mackey informs us in the ex­
tract we have quoted above from his "Snnbol-
ism ") Wall adopted. . • 

It will be of no use to tr:lce any further the 
numerous ~:;uperstitions and legends in relation to 
this fabled " grand omnific word." · Dr. Mackev 
very justly says, in the work before mentiuned, 
that it is" no matter wilat this word was, or how 
it was lost,, for we now know that no word can 
be at present of any use to a mason, except to 
eerve as a "uass·word," to prove his right to the 

honors a~d benefits of 'som~ particular masonic 
body or degree ; and for that purpose (apart from 
consid.u-ations of .a purely arcN.ological and his­
torical nature) one wol'fl is just as good as an­
other, so long as it is appropriate to the time and 
place, and ha! been established for that purpose, 
either by ancient U.~ges or some competent au­
thorityt Much learning, however, a8 might be 
expected, together with persistent .search, labori­
<~as study, and even the prartice of magical arts, 

·have been employed in past ages, and even d~wu 
to wi.tbin a few years, to discover· ~e ancient 
wonder-working word by those who ~elieved in 
its fabled power, or from a motive of historical 
curiosity desired to obtain· it. According to some, 
the sacred Tee,-agrammaton, or four-lettered name 
of God in Hebrew, incorrectly pronounced J eho­
vah, was the true word. Others thought that the 
Hebrew word Jah, the Chaldaic Bul or Bell, or 
the Egyptian 0!1' or Ox, the llindoo Auu, to­
gether with various combinations of them all, con­
stituted the "grand omnific word." But as the 
possession of no one of them, oor any poasible 
combination of them, seems to confer any mirac­
ulous powers on the possessor, neither of them 
can be the correct one according to ancient tradi-

. tions. If there ever was actually aoy such thing 
as a "grand omnific .word" (that is, all-powerful 
word, from omniftcvB r ~1-creating), it cerWnly 
remains lost to this day, and "I fear it i11 for' ever 
lost," for certainly none of the ":,Orda di~cloaed, 
with so much solemn '• rPmony, in certain ma­
sonic degrees, confer any supernatural powers oo 
those to whom they a: e communica~ed. 

Q. What astronomical allusion has the ancient 
legend of the " lo3t word," as illustrated in the 
masonic ceremonies ? · 

A. As the masonic lPgend of the deposit of 
the "word" in a secure al"d secret' place, and 
its consequent Joss, bas been already quite fully 
stated by masonic 1rnters, 1n works ~nctioned 
by the highest masonic autb~rity, there can be 
no sort of impropriety in relating it here, for the 
purpose of showing its primiti\"e aatron"omical 
significance. The legend is substantially as fol-
lows: · 

"Enoch, under the iDspiration of the .Moat 
Wgb, built a. secret temple underground, con-
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RiatiDg of nine vaults, or arChes, situate.d petpen· one of the zodiac, corresponding to the ninth or 
dicularly !under. each other:. A firianglll,ar .Pl.at'e- lowest :az.ch of the secret vault, and there on the 
of ··gold; .each side:_.of wl!i9h was a cubit long,. 21st of D.ecember, at ~i~l!, lowest d~lin~tion, at the 
"and enriched with precio1,18"'stones,: WJJ.S. fix~ to a ~winter aolstice, he is )oat, anct!' lies buried in dark· 
stone o(!izgate of the sa"ine form. On this plate ne~" until, reviving, ))e commences his "ascent 
of gold. was. e'!graved· t~e _:word,' or tru~ name. t_?wam the vernal eq~inox, ·.nd beginsb..Y his more 
of God ; and this "'as. plac~ on a cubical stone, potent ray~ to rebii'ild t,.hat' glurious temple of 
and· depositeC:l' in tlre ,,_i,~tlr-9r lov:e&t :~.rch. In likht and beautf, adoined by 1lowen and fruits, 
consequence of the del•igc, all know-ledge of .this which the rude assa\llts of winter have destroyed. 
secret •iem~iwas los~.togct~r with .the ~cred. Another all:eg~rical cerrespondence j! fonnd 
ani ineffable ·or unutterable name.z 'for ages .... T~ • in the fact; that the discovery of the word is made, 
l?st word was subsequently .Jound in this l~ng· · accordirig to the masonic"'.fegf'nd, hy "three," 
forgotten subterranean temple by ~avid: w~~n u'llich agrees perfE:ctly with the number of signs, 
digging the foun~ations for,. tb~ te~ple, ufte!- A.qu,arius, PisctR, and AJ"iu, and th!!'· months, 
ward built by Solo:non. his son." . _ • Ju'nu:rry, Fe!bruary, an'l l1:1rch, which separate 

Otiier ver8ions of this"legt>lld asen&e the build- the 'll·intcr solstice from the xernal equinox, 
in g. of the undcrgz:ound temple, and the deposit '1\'hen_, acc_ordhlg t!> the legend- of IJ.iram, the 
therein of the: w-ord," to·Solomon, and its discov· sun is fmmd, att belore expl!linecl. 
ery to those "Tho dug t-he f~nndations of th£ sec· ... _.. The sacnod n!-me was engraved on.~ triangular 
ond temple on the same SJ>9t, and ccnnect it with plato of gold, w-hich, according to astrology, is 
the 1 substitute ark' depo11ited in the same place." th~ solar met:ll. This triangular plate, according 

Buth legends, however;· agree in statiug that to the Royal Arch legend, was. surrounded by a 
the " word " w-as ouried deep underground, and circle. This triangl~ w-ithin' a circle would there­
in the nintl~ arch, or lowes~ one of them all ; that fore corrt>!lJly rcpres~·nt the diagram of the Egyp· 
it w-as there lost, and rem~:ined "buried in dark·· tian year, as shown on page 15. But, again, the 

·ness" until it was subsequCDtly found and brough~ leg<'nd informs us that this .triangul:1r plate of 
to light. · ·· gl)ld was fixed to a stone of ogate of the same 

In ancient timJS• and according· to the mys- form. Now- eacl1 month,_tbe. ancient astrologers 
tical theology-of those· days; God and the sacred ~aught, bad its avpropriate gem : 

name of Go~ were,supp~M to be _one an~ tlte Jmz., the Garnet. :. • July,· the.Ruby. 
same. The word "'as :tself cons1der~d tn be, Fi. 1. the A th t . .4 •• th "--.3 · · - r · · . Th ev., me ys . .'JJJg., e caruonyx. 
P
1n1 some sehp.se,ba lVbmgd,' c~eat!:·: po!er. .'.~5 · Narc/1, the Blo~dstone.. Sept., the Sapphire. 

ato taug t t at t e ... ~~"tne cogos, · or·'Wt>"', .April,. tbt:t Dilllllond."' Oc~., the Opal. · 
was God. . Butz ~ we have sho.W"n, the sun was Hqy,· the Emernld. .1\f>v;,-the Topaz. 
by the anc1ents 'ann·ersally adopted as th~ s;mbol J.,jne, the Agate. Dec;, the Turquoise. 
of God, and aubs~queotly confounded r.J1.h God,. • · 
so that th., various n:u:nes of God -became ~J~;o The : apate, ther~f'ore, ie emblematic of the 
solar names. The loss of. .the solar naB\~. there· month of JJJile, the summer solstice, and -the res­
lore, beeanie but· anqther expression of the lpss 'im:elttion a~d e-xaltatiQD of the ~ ··.The whole 
of the sua, or sun-god, 1n the lower hemi11pbere. was placed on i. cubical stone, but the cube was 
Now, let us see how thLI will harmonize with the sacred to Apollo, w-ho is identical with Hellos, the 
leg~d· just related.-· The sun, having reached' the sun-god, The altar of Apollo at Delos was in the 
sum"mit of tlie- zodiacal arch, at t~ swnmer· sol- form·.or ~ cube: • 'l'he_:.iymoolism.bf this legend is 
stice, beiPDs to deseend·towarci the region of dark- tberifore "perfect in all of its detail&-tbe emblem-· 
nesa. From Cancer be descends to Lto, frQm ·atic correspondence is 'too' absolute to be acci­
Leo to f'irgo, fro"m ~ Y(rgo to· Lib~;, and so ·on· dental.· The legend of the lost word ~bat another 
until OapricO'I"n. 'li re~bed, 'which is the n(nth form of the solar albgory of the death and reear· 
sign from the vernal equinox, and the undermost rection ~f Hiram, and teaches the II&Dle leeeon. 
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THE XASO:~nC .A.JUt, 
~d Egypt~n arka is that the .Egyptian was more 
like..a " boat '' in shaper.acoording to our ideas of 
a boat, while th~ Jewish ark ip descn'bed aa beiDg 

·-

.. 

The ark was .one of tht _,princip.&l. fea~u'res- of 
the Egyptia~· Mysteries. S~alr.iilg of the relig­
ious ceremonies of tlie ancieilt Egyptians, Wilkin­
son says.: "One of the most iiQ.portant ceremonie.:s; 
was the"' procession of shrines;' which is mentioned 
in the Rofetta Stone; 'and is frequently repre­
sented on the walls of the temples. The shrines 
were of two kinds, the_ one a sort_:of canopy, the 
other an ark. or sacred boat, which may be termed 
th~ great shrine. This was· ·carried with great· 
p(,mp by the priests~ a certain number b§!ing se-
lected for that . duty, ·who~ suppol'£ed it on their, . . ' . 
shoulders Q.y. means of long stave!l passing through i" ~ --..;;;:: .. 
metal rings at ihe side oi tl1e ::~ledge on which it , • ~ t.J 

stood, .brought it into tl1e temple, where it was 1• • ·~ • • 

placed on a stand or table: in order thai the pre. of an oblong-square form ; this, however, it may 
scribed ceremonies might be periormlld b~fore iL be observed, wa& tho' ex_act f9rm of N oab's "ark," 
The eame is said to have been the cu11tom of the as descn"bed by the J:.ewieh historian'· in Gen. vi, 
·Jews .in some.~~ their religions processions, as in ·-1~16. -!fhe iq~a ot a boat is therefore cbaraoter­
c~ing the ark 'to its place, in the ora"le of the istic af both of thes<:· ~clent.emble~s, ~· indeed, 
house, .to the most holy place,' when the temnle tlle very name " ark" .denotelJ. · .. .. ~ 

was built by Solomon·" (1 Kings viii. See "An-
cient Egr.ptians," vol. i, page 267.) Wilkinson 
also says in liis notes to 1' Herodotus," "The same 
mode of carrying t~'e ark was adopted by -the 
Jews (Joshua ii_i, 12 ;>.1 Chron_. :nr, 2, l5; 2 SalcD. 
xv, 24 ·; 1 Esdr:1s i, 4~, and the god~ of Babylon 
as well as of Egypt were borne and 'set in their 
pl:lce' in a. silf!il:1r mstjner (Is. :r,lvi, 7 ; Baruch 
iv, ~26). Some of the sacred boats, or arks, COD• 

tained the emblems of·life and rtability, which, 
when tbe veil WllS drawn asi!Ie, were partly seen., 
and others contai~£ed .the figure of t!le divine spirit 
.~.Wf, cr Noo1, and some presented the sacri-d. beetle· 
'lf the st>n, ovel!1iadowed by the wings et the 'tiYo 
figure11·of tbe godde11R..of TAemi, or Truth, which 
calls to mind the r.herubim ~f the Jew&.~ ("An· 
cient Egyptians," ToL i, page 270 ; also, nute to 
Rawlin~on's "_Herndotlia," B~ok II, Chapt~:s 
L T ) , .. :vru ...... IX. · 

The fe.Jlowing drawing is taken from 'Wilkin· 
son's book: and ;epresents the Egy.ptia.n ar'k, with 
the "sacreci beetie" overshadowed bf the wings 
of the doable goddess of Truth, copied from the 
walla of an aocien~ Egyptian temple. 

The principal dHference ~tween the Jewish 

... 

.. 
.•. 

' The above ~ ~a~~ther~·;iew jf_ the Egyptian 
ark of Osir.\s, taken from Kitto's '~ (Jyclopadia of 
Biblical Lit"eratare." The.,bieroglyphiciS on tbe 
Ride of the ~k are the _!!plbfems of Clominion~ eta-

• bility, :md lite everlasting, ~g~ by 8 X S. 
.. .ftis ui~sterious ark, or cheat, which figured 

in the Mysteries of Egypt, much more nearly 
resembled the, Jewish ark ·.in form.: .After Ty-. 
phon bad s~ain OsiriB, " h~ inclosed ·him in a 
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cAul and cast him into the sea, thus plunging the body of the Blain sun·gocl Osiris. It does, 
all heaven in grief and sadness. Iail, when abe however, contain something aymbolically repre­
learned the melancholy uew3, refused all consoll· senting the true God, and also certain mat.ten 
tion, despoDed herscdf of her ornaments, cut off which, it is claimed, lead to a nperior bowledge 
her treslea, robed herself in the habiliments of of him. The analogy ja therefore perfect, and 
mourning, and wandered forth through the world. the astronomical allegory is strictly preeerved. 
Disconsolate and sorrowful, abe traveled ibto all Q. What is the mea!ling of the emblem of the 
countries, seeking the mysterioua chest which key 1' 
contained the body of the lost Osiris. :~n the A. This is a very ancient emblem, and for· 
mean while, the chest was drawn ashore at Byblos, · merly alluded to the ini-
and thrown into the center of " bu81&, which, tiauon into the M,-.toriea, 
having grown np iDto a beautiful tree, h~Ui en· which at once unlocked to 
tirely inclosed it. At length, however, t.he tree the aspirant all the ~dden 
wu cut down by a king of that country, and secreta of religion, and fur. 
uaed by him in the coutruction of a new palace. niabed him with a key to those allegories and 
But Isis finallyleamed the singul&r fate of the tales under which the sublime facts of astronomy 
chest, and her persevering-love wu rewarded by and other sciences were concealed from the pre­
the poue88iou of it." (:4 Philosophical History of faDe. In Freemasonry it ia, more properly, an 
Secret Socistifls," by Rev. ·A.ngustua c. Amold.) emblem of the first, degree, which, m Uke IIUUIDer, 

The plant which thus indirectly led to the fundshes the candidate with a key, aDd opens the 
discovery of the mutilated body of Osiris was door to the "hidden mysteries of Freemasonry." 
held aacred by the EgyptianL The whole story It bas, however, been diverted to the Royal AJoch 
of the death of Osiris and the finding of his body degree, and invested -.ith a diffenmt me&Ding. 

IBOlf EE'l'. (From Thebes.) 

is aclmMed to be an astronomical allegory of the .. 
death of the aun·god, slain by Typhon when the 
s:tu was in Scorpio, which was at that time on 
the autumnal equinox. Plutarch informs ns that 
"when the sun was .in Scorpio, in the month of 
Al/&'1/r, the EgyptiaDI inclosed the body of their 
go:! Osiris in an tJ,.k, or cAest, and during this . 
oenmony a great annual festival was celebrated. 
Three daya after the priests had inclosed Osiris 

The preceding is a picture of au &Dcient Egyptian 
key, from Thebes, and will give a correct idea of 
the ancient emblem appertaining to the MyaterieL 

in ti.ae ark, they pretendl:ld to have found him 
again. The deatl& of Osiris was lamentec\ by TBE LION, TBB EAGLE, TBE OX, UD '.rllll: KJ.ll'. 

them when the sun, in Scorpio, descended to the Q. What is the astronomical alluion of these 
lower h~misphere ; and, when be arose at the four ~mcient emblems, and why are they thaa u­
vernal equinox, then Osiris was laid to be born sociated together ? 
anew." A. They refer to the four great aagles of the 

The Ulll made of the ark, or sacred chest, in heavens, whe1'8 the equinoctial and solstitial poi.Dta 
certain maaonio degrees, derives no bc.e of its are situated, and the aigus at these pointe are, 
particulars from anything narrated in the Bible ; according tQ ancient astrolOgy, called " fizec1 
on the contrary, it bears so atriking an analogy signa." Esch _sign was, mo~ver, nled·by three 
~ the. ark of the Egyptian :Mysteries aa to at · gt'da, called .Decav, tte first ol whiob iD each 
nuoe disclose the original from which it was· sip was called "the powerful leader of three." 
copied. The masonic ark, l~e that of the Egyp- . The most important and powerful ol these thinf­
tiau Myateriea, is lost or hidde~ ·and after a dif· ah: celeJt.ial gods were the f~ ,Z:W,.,.., who 
ficult search at last foUDd. The masonic ark, it ruled the four angles of the Ja.veu, aacl 1M 
is true, does not, like the Egypt.ian one, contain stabDity and pupetuity of theainne..,.. ..,... 
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posed to be insured by them. They were also 
called Elohitn, and the two who had their seat 
on the equator were believed to c:ompel the sun 
to shine twelve ho1U'IJ over all the earth, as well 
a8 to repel him, so that he moved on to the next 
sign of the zodiac in progressive 9rder. The no 
leas powerful Elohim, or Decans, who ruled the 
solstitial points, caused the sun to turn back at 
the tropics, and preserved the order of nature and 
of the seasons. 

In all ancient astrological projections of the 
heavens, the four great angles of the zodiac, v.here 
these celestial gods were seated, were marked by 
the figures of th~ the e.!ee, th~ ox, and the 
mao-the constellation Leo being ailciently at 
ihe summer solstice ; .A.guariw, depicted as a 
man pouring water from a jar, at the winter l.lol­
stice ; and Taunts, the Ox, or Bull, at the vernal 
equinox r while the other angle, or autumnal equi­
nox, \\'as marked by a flying eagle. The quad­
rants of the celestial sphere w.ere also anciently 
oecupied by the fonr bright stars .Aldebaran, 
Regulu11, .Antrrrea, and Fomalhaut. These were 
called "royal stars," and in them the four great 
Elohim were beliel"ed to dwell. To them divine 
honors were pa£d and sacred images erected, in 
which the lion, the eagle, the ox, and the man 
were variously combined. 'fh~se emblems were 
worsbipt'!u by all the ancient nations. The priests 
and the initiated ·knew them to be nothing more 
than astronomical allegories, emblematic represen· 
tations of the zodiac, but the superstitious people 
adored them as real gods. The Jews· obtained 
these four emblems from Egypt. Moses,' how­
ever, forbade their worship, and taught the Israel­
ites to usc them to denote the points of the·com­
pass and tht- divi<sions of their camp, by means of 
banners on which they were pict:ared (Nu~b. ii). 
These celebrated emblems are therefore of a pure­
ly astronomical and zodiacal origin, and, when 
properly understood (as they were by t~e initi­
ated), teach many of the most important facts of 
o.stronomical science. 

TJIB BOT AL ARCS B.A.lOTBB. 

A. The ·center of the device consists ·of the 
figures of the lion,. eagle, ox, md man, the mean­
ing of which lias just 
been UP.lained. The 
cross which div~des 
them is a correct rep­
resentation ·of the equa­
tor, cut at right angles 
by the great solstitial 

. colore. Tho grotesque 
and imaginnry crt:at. 
ure11 sto.nding on each· 
side are also astronomical emblems, bein"g ~om· 
pounded of the three figures of the man, the eagle, 
and the cx--e:dlibiting the face and body-of a 
man, the wings of the eagle, and the feet of the 
ox-emblematic ·of the winter solstice and the au­
tumnal and vemal equinoxes, as before explained. 
Some are, however, of the opinion that the lower 
parts of the figures represent the lep of a goat 
instead of the ox." This would make them refer 
to Capricornua, the Goat, \\•hieh not~~ marks the 
winter solstice, thus clearly denoting the "pre­
cession of the equinoxes," in consequence of which 
the figure of the man (.A.guaritu) was changed 
into that of a goat (.C'apricornw), as the sol· 
stitial point left .Aguarills and entered Capricor­
nu.r. 

Capricornus is also identical in. mythology 
with Pan, who is represented l!-11 .a god, with the 
bo<ly of a man and the legs of a goat. .Astro­
nomical emblems and figu."es similar to these nom­
pound creatures on the Royal .ArCh banner were 
quite common among ~be sun-worshiping nations 

·of antiquity, and _were· called 1pMuzeB. Tbe 
Egyptians, who held th~ constellation Lo in 
especial reverence, more frequently combined th& 
human figure 'vith that Qf a lion, to which they 
sometimes added the wings of the eagle. . These 
were callt•d' nmlro-!lJ1Mmres; others, called crio­
apM":res, had the bcait of a ram, alluding to the 
aign.Ari'es. Tht> "·ingco Greek !!phinxes, com­
mon on v:J.Ses, "·ere partly Egy)Jdan and PhC2Di· 
cian. Tbe &syrians more particularly eSteemed 
the constellation Tau,•us, :nul therefore generally 
combined the fignre of a· bull with the ht-ad and 
face of a man, to "·hich thn wings of the e&gle 

Q. What is the meaning and origin of the 
device on the Royal Arch bann"" -n·hich is repre­
sented below1 . were always attach<.-d. 
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In tbe ~yria.n Museum a.t tl1e Lou,·n>, li. and points out the origin of that dhision of time. 
Botta deposited a. slob taken from the palaeo of Thia period was £urthcr diTitlt-d by tlte revolu· 
Khorsab;ul, "·bich is ornamented with figurC!II al· tiona of the moon about the c..'artla. Tbeae lattt'r 
most identical w!th tbose on the Royai • .Art>h b:ln• subdh·isions were naturally <.'llled "moons," from 
ner. They ha,·e A human bead, thu \\"lDgtl of lUI "·birh i" tl,•ri vrcl our word "nwnf/,.,. Among the 
eagle, and the lcg=J :tnt) ~ut o£ ~n ox. '11te ht'atls ant'it-nt EIZYJilhuul the hit>rtoglytJhic sip for a 
of these Assyrian sphinxe11 only differ from tlioace tnontb i11 tbu Cl"l• .. ccnt u{ the muon. In the He­
of the banner, in being covered by the character- j bn.:w the S:J.me int in~te coJmettiun hetwc.:c:n the 
illtic Asayrian hc.•o.d-dress, and weuring the long I "·ordlf m""" autl numtl& c.:xi.:t~ liM ira English. Jt 
ornamentefl Ast~yrian buard. Layord also fouud. was nl;o•',.till !urthcr oh~~Ul"\"e\1, by tlae!!e early 
among the ruins of ~hurond, S('ulrturt's of mou· l'tu,ll·nt::~ of tlau ~tkics, that in t•n•·l• hm:tr month 
sters with tho heacl of a lion, the bocly of a mau, tlmt ]Jiant·t a"'~11111<·•1 in rt'lllllar ctnler, at fixed 
and the fe<'t of a bird, which ill but a tlitfl•rt>ut Jlt'riutll' uf atr•" ''"!Ill ea<"h, funr ,Ji~'tbtt·t J•bast.-s-­
combination of the Rame flgnr<~.s, expr(·l'$ing· the j the ne\\· nu10n, the first •1nnrtrr, the full monn, 
!lADle astrnnomielll i\leus. Tt h·, tben•fnrt>, C\"iclC'nt · and thu ln11t CJn:u·tt•r. Tlw ·• muut h " was tlat>re· 
that the Royal "\reh bunut•r i11 t'UmJK)St•tl wlu•lly I foro clh·i,lclfl iuto f•·Ul" c•qnal tmrtl' of llf!~tiJ •1ay!l 
of ancient :ll'tronomical cmhlcmll. "l"hl' mnttn, l'a.d,, f'allt.•d l~"•~:/.·1. 

"Holiltell& In tlte Lm·tl," b bur. a l''"l'cr uxpre~~oion I .All .mtr elh·h·iconR u£ timt•, Whl'tlacr of duy11, 
of adoration tu the gt"\'llt C'r~·ator of t be l"Wrry Wt-t•'kll, nannlhll, "r yt•nl'l', hau! tlwt·c.·fort' 110 astt·o­
hean•ns, which o.ro !IU grnpltic•ally rC'(lrt•o~~t.•ntt'd lty j n••mit>o.l ori,~:iu. :an•l :u·c Jmt mt.•a,;am•s o£ tlat- \>b· 
the "·bole <1<:\"iet'. i lll'r\·ccl m••tiun,; oC th\• """'"· fur the year it=sclf 

w:tll ori~Piu:tlh· lmmr, the '"J,n· year la:n·iug been 
TJIE !"t"MDEJ~ ''IIJ::n:~." llluh,;c•qu~·utly "a•ln)'ft-•1 nn :a('('UI\111 (I( it!l gr~attor 

Q. \\"hy was tlw mtml11·1' ,e,•tu heltl in t•!lp<'dal ; n('cur:•cy nu•l t·unn•ui~ut-.•. ·rhe mnun, o.mun~ 
re\·ercnct> l.y all the natiouM of antiquity 1 i tlw n:Ltiun~& .. r nuti•JUity, wa11 the ubj,•l.'t of uni· 

A. The mp•t!c numh<'r !IC:Vf'n l\"US belc.l tl:l· . Tcr,.:LI :ulor.tti.m. ~'·xt '" tb\• sun iu lae:mtr o.nd 
cred by onr ~nci<>nt br~:tbrt'n for reasons whi<'b i li]Jicn•lur the m''"ll l«•nd11 nil the bn11t:1 of heaven. 
had a purely astronomit:al oribrin. Tbe •·c:a~nns ' lt m:ay b(• that tlw awful mnjcosty nnd solemn 
for this ""ill lead 11!1 to illt)ldre into the origin of ,.iJt-11('(.' or th:ll attnrry nult, in thl• uaiclst of '\\"hich 
the division of time into da,>:a, "'t•ckH, months, ~ohl! i" S<'t•n, <'llllllt'cllwr to ap]ll'aluuore t~trongly to 
and ye-ars. \Ye were na~urally iluluccd to dh.-illc tbl' imo.~inntiou of till.' c:arJr Oric:nt:Linations thm 
onr time into periods called dnys, because the !IUD e\·cn the meridian 1111n itselC. It is certain, how· 
makes his aprart>nt diurnal revolution in that ever, tbnt from ancil.'nt Egypt to the distant plaiDs 
time. The Egyptians 'u11ed to watch for the of India, or those far·off lo.ntls where tbe Incas 
beliacal rising of the dog·star (Sirius), 11·hicb, ruled, altars wt're erc<'tt'tl to ~l1e worship of the 
like a laithfatl guardian, gave JJptice of tbe ap· moon, and tl1e gocldesa adorc:d under a multitude 
proacbing inundation of tho Nile, a period of the of name11, '\\"ith rites as 'J'lendid and awful as 
greatest importance to thcni, as their ban·csts tho11e instituted in honor of the sun. 
depended upon it. • By this !Mans a definite A11 on e\·ery aennth day the moon assumed a 
period of time was marked otf, corresponding to new pha11e, therefort' on e\:ery sr,·enth day a fes­
the apparent revolution of the 11un in the zodiac. th·al to Lu1~a ""as cet,brated. Tbe number~­
This period was denominat'od a 1JCilr, a word '\VaS thus sacrl'd ~ause it tra.ll dtdieated to the 
which, in our lo.ngnage and ,all northern tt?ngues, moon. The day set apart for the worshir of the 
whether " gear," "Jao.r," "J•lflf"," or, aas iu the moon was Jmown a01ong most noJ'tl1ena nations 
Persian, "1JGre," signifies a circle. In Latiu, also, II as " f'lloon-clo.v "-whence is derived our Dame 
the words anntU, a year, and o.•multa, a circle, for the second day of the week, Monday. The 
are aynonymoua. Thus tho very .-ord " year" iirat day of the week being in like manner set 
alludea directly to the great circle of the zodiac, apart to t.he worship of the sun, was ealled " lim• 
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day." In fact, each day of the week was set 
apart to tbe special worship o~ some one of the 
hea'"enly bodies : Sunday to the sun ; .Monday 
to the moon ; Tuesday to Mars ; W ~dnesday to 
Yercury; Thursday to Jupiter; Friday to Ve­
nus ; and Saturday to Saturn. A strange reminis­
cence of this fact is found in the modern names 
of all the days of the week, each of which, like 
Snnday and llonday, has derived its name from 
the planet -~r god to which it was anciently sa­
creel. 

Tuesd:1y iR derived. from the Scandinavian 
name of .~.Yara. The name of the day in Frenob 
is Mmli, derived diPectly from the Latin, and 
meaning" :i\l:lrs's day." 

". eclnesday is from the ~candin:n·ian Mercury, 

therefore, a matter of no wonder that . this num­
ber• shoulcl h:J.ve been held in e~tpt'C'ial revcrcn<:t' 
by all the nations of anti<luity, or that their im­
agination &h!luld have elotbPtl it '\\·ith mysteri­
ous and magical virtuetl. This \·cnerntion for the 
number suven was diffused a,. widely as the wor­
ship of the bcan·nly hodic.>s. · Tho moon was 
ac'lol't'•l in all lands alike, and all her motion.~ 
especially her '\\'<'ekl~· Jlh:tliCII, obscri-ccl with su­
pc.>rstitiottS:l't'\'crence. lt tlml'i happtmt>d that, frozp 
similar reasons, tht: number ~~even wu.'l alike co~­
sidet·erl Facr~d hy uatinn,; \\'ho hnd ·no iutercourse, 
the idea b<.>ing a Rpont:uwou~ gJ·o"·th from com-
mon a~tronomi<·al callscs. · · • 

lJoflell_,· hence lf"oclen's day, or \Vednesday. The The me:miug cJ th~ tcortl seven is also indic:l· 
Fren<'h name of this <lay is Ncrcr.cal, from the th·o not only of the lunnr OJ'if,rin of the division 
L'ltin, mc.>aning "llurc:nry's day., of t imo into pcriollli deh•rminl'tl by the phues of 

Our Thursday is from the Scandinavian Jupi- the moon, but also of the. univen~ality and idcn­
ter, Thor; hence •'Thor'a~ day," and Thursday. tity of the itlcas nttaclwcl to the number itself. 
The Gt>rman name is Donn~rstag, meaning the The ll<•brcw l\'OrclBf·lribrt, St't"en, signifiesjWlr.u~, 
"Thundcrer':o~ day," in allusion to Jupite7' To- or completion. In thu Saxon, Persian, Syrian, 
na~ta. The French call it J~;ucli, meaning" Ju},i· Arabic, Phamician, and Chaldcan, the l\·ord seven 
tcr's day." . Juts the same signiiication,.an,t without doubt re-

Friday ts named nfter the Scandinavian Vc- · fel')l to the moou, '\\·hich "fills," 011 bec.-omes "com­
nus, Fri~t. The German namejs ~eitag, with th~ pletc," seven day11 after the fin1t qu:trtcr; and, in 
same dcrh·ation and meaning. The French call like manner, each of the four J>hases, or change::~, 
this day Jemlreai, which means "Venus's day." .of the moon, becomes "complete" after a period 

Snturday is derh·ed from the Latin, and means of seven.d:&ya. It is easy to see h~w a word sig· 
"Saturn'~' day." nifying" fillccl," or u completed," should be adopt-

The days of the week may, therefore, be just ed to mark th-e time when the moon should reach 
as well designated by the planetary signs as by its "full." B~fore that time she had beeo in­
their names; thus- · creasing in size and Ugbt, but. now she is filled, 

0 Sunday. 
(J. .1\Ionday. 
c3 Tuesday. 
tl Wednesday. 

U Thursday. 
~ Friday. 
'J Saturday. .. 

It was thus that not only the mysterious 
changes of the moon and the number of the 
planets, but also the number· and order of. their 
religious festivals, and the·whole system of an­
cient worship, were inseparably and aatronomi­
cally connected with the number BettBn and " the 
moon, whose phases marked. and appointed their 
holy days." (See Cicero, in the • Tuaculan Dis· 
putations," Book I, Chapter XXVIn) It is, 

or completed ; and so, by analogy, the same word 
in time W3S also uaad to mark each period when 
the other equaU.y distinct, pbases of the moon 
re-?hecl maturity. · 

TilE "FIGl:.RE" •SEVE~. 

Our figures, 1, 2,- 8, 4; etc., are called the .Ara-
. bian numerals, ~-cnuse we derive them from the 
Arabians, who, it. is thought, ree~ived them from 
India. Their true origin is lost in tbe cJ,itii night 
of Utreme antiquity. It is, however, prohble 
that, like the zodiacal and planetary signs, they 
were originally hieroglyphs. Now, as each seT· 

enth day, when the moqn asaumes a new phase, 
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abe bas traversed just one quarter of her orbit, symbol of tbe mystical union of the Father and 
we might naturally ezpect that. the hieroglyphic Son, H signifying Jehovah, and T, or the crosa, 
representing the word "11even " wuuld, in bar- the Son. A writer in "lloore'a Magazine" m· 
mony with the ancient method of writing, be "a geniously supp~es it ;.., be a representation of 
righe angle, 90°, or one fowth part of a circle." three T-squares, and that it alludPa to the three 
And so, indeed, we find it 'to be, with only such jewels Clf the tluee ancient grand masters. But 
slight vari.:~.tion as would nece,.sarilr result from these solutions are· also augg8$ted without any 
a conat:1.nt use for ages, after its emblentatic mean· proofs, while the !act that the tau Cf"088 as an 
ing was lost, and only ita ar~it.rary .. signitic11tion .emblem antedatbs the Christian era, effectually 
was retained. For illnatration, let this 1 be the · disposes of ono of them. It bas also been said 
original hieroglypb, denoting a period oC a quarter that it is the monogram of Hiram of Tyre, and 
revolution of the moon,. 90°, and ~ndicating that others assert that it is only a modification of the 
the moon h:JS "filled," or "completed," scMIJa Hebrew letter shin, which was one of the Jewish 
(seven), one of her ,phasfls. The change from 1 abbreviations of the sacred name. Oliver thinks, 
to 7 is but slight ; it is but the natural result of from its connection with the circle ancl triangle 
the difficulty of rapidly, and without instruments, in the Royal Arch jewel, that it was intended to 
making a correct right angle by the union· of two typify the sacred name as the author of eternal 
perfectly straight lines, while the lines becoming life. 
slightly curved only tended to givP. the character · The same objection JnD.y be made to these 
a more iinisbed and graceful appearance. conjectures : no proof is advanced b.. their au· 

thors to support them, while the mon~ments and 
hieroglyphics of Egypt show. that the tau Cf"OSB 

was in Use as an emblem before the era of Hiram. 
Dr. )fackey says that, among so many conject­
ures, be need not hesitate to otfer one of his own, 
and remarks as follows : "Tbe prophet Ezekiel 
speaks of the tat~, or t:lu cross, as the mark dis­
tinguishing those who 1tere to be &a\·ed, on ac· 
count of .their sorrow for their sins, from those 
who, as idolaters, were to be slain. It was a. mark 
or sign of favorable distinction, and with this 
allusion "1\·c may, therefore, suppose the triple 
tau to be used in the Royal Arch degree as a 
mark designatir.g and separating those wbl> 
know and worship the true name of God from 
those· who are ignorant of that august mys­
tery." 

TlUPL.E T.A.tl'. 

'.rhia emblem is not adopted in American 
Freemasonry, but, placed in the center of a tri· 
angle and circle, both emblems of the Deity, it 
constitutes the jewel of the Royal Arch as prac· 
ticed in England, where it is so highly esteemed 
as to be called the" emblem of all embtems," and 
the "grand emblem "of Royal Arch Masonry." 

The original signification of this emblem bas . 
been variously explained. Some suppose it to in· 

"clude the initials of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, T.Ii. 
( Templum. . .Hierosolym<£}; 
but, as the tau c:-ou as ·an 
emblem is much older 
than the Temple of J eru· 

TlllPLB T A t1. salem, this can not be cor· 
re.ct; beeides, no other 

evidence is offered for this solution than that the 
letters T. H. stand for th~ wrrds "Templum Hie­
ro•olymtl!." We might just as well conclude that 
the letters stand for " Thrice Holy," '' Hiram Tyri· 
an." or the name of any other thing for which the 
letters T. H. or H. T. may be the initials. Neither 
is any proof otfered to show that the emblem is 
really compoeed of the letters T and H, instead 
of three tau crosses united. Others say it is a 

This is much nearer the truth, but is not1 after 
all, any explanation of either the meaning or ori­
gin of the emblem itself. It is only a t~uggea;tion 
of the reason why it may have been adopted by 
the Royal Arch degree, as being appropriate to 
its spirit. Dr. Mackey leaves us in the dark why 
Ezekiel spt'aks of it as an emblem of life and sal~ 
vation : "The EngliSh Royal Arch Lectures say 
that ' by its intersection it forma a given namber 
of angles that may be taken in five several COJD· 
binations ; and, reduced, their amount iD right 
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angles will be fouud equal tc; the lve ~atonic 
bodies, \\"hich represent the foiir elements and_ the 
sphere of the u~iverse.' ,. 
· But this, if true, throws no lig~t on· the sub­
ject.. The tau c~ as an· emblem i:2 ·various 
forms, is found on tile ancient monuments of 
Egypt, :md. in order to discoyer i~ ~ meat.iug, 
and how it came to be uftd 88 a 'symbol, we will 
have to go back to a period long before the era 
of King Solomon. . ~ 

Q. W:hat u tbP. ori'gin and meu.qjog of the 
triple tau ? " 

.·. 

8 mere outline, and assumed' this f~ ~' 88 an 
· utroDomical aign. Even this ·did · not remaia 
permanent, for, after it. came ·to bi asecl u a let­
ter, it happaecJ, either from careleasnesa or oon-

. venience in w_ritiog, that tlie circle rep~ting 
"the face of tJie bull became a straight line. Tbe 
same kind. of a ch:ange, appe~·tcr'have tabn 
place with tile oJ;ginal" picture of driu, Of the 

·bead and horns of a I'SID'.j whibh, from,the actaal 
· picture, became finally like til is, 'f, iti present 
form as !-D asironomical iigu. It. was in just the 
sam., way that ~, Tatm~o~, became changed, .. 
shown by Fig. 8, after it came into use· 88 a let­
ter. The lien change was as shown by Fig. 4. 
aud, fiDally, the semicircle of the horna, Uke the 
circle formerly representing the face,. became a 

·straight line also, aud the character 888Umed this' 
form, T. · · . :" 

These changes may be .represented at oue view, . 
as· follows : • 

8 4 I 

v·T. T 

A. 'l"he triple tau is t)le Ancient symbol of the 
tau cross, three times repeated · aud joined. at a 
common center. The· tau cross ·is the same .in 
sha~ as the· Greek letter T, which is also .called 
ttJu, and '.'".U anciently considered as an emblem 
of life. It was held to be a sacred mark. and 
was placed upon the for~heads of those 'who 
escaped from shipwreck, battle, or other great 
peril' af life, in token of their deliverance from 
death. 'l'bis is why the tau is mentioned in ~'Eze­
kiel (lx, 4-6} as the " mark set upon ·the foreheads 
of the men " who were to be pTeServed aliye. The 
name by which thi$ emblem is ~own points to 
its origin, and also the reason why it:was selec*ed The first of these is the original hieroglyphic 
aa an emblem of life. 'J'he word tau is derived picture of the head and .. horns"" of a bull; the 
from an Egyptian or Copti~ root, meaning a bull second is the astronomical sign of Ta~,. and, 
or CO\\", ancl the constcllatiou. anciently marking as such, for astronomical purposes hfi retained 
the vernal equinox. This word; with a Latin or ·that form, .probably because so seldom thus and 
Greek tc:rminatiori, is found in both those Ian- in comparison to. ita subsequent employment 88 a 
guages-Ttnmtl (Latin), a bull, and Tauro1 lestter; the third" shows the transition of the sec­
(Greek), meaning, the same. ~~ ancien~ biero- ond into the fourth, after it'hegan to be uaeci alpha­
glyphic sign of the constellation Taurus and the betically, and is one form of the Greek letter tau ; 
vernal equinox is in this form, ~,·as an astr<'- the last is the ,Greek and Ro~ capital. tau, 
nomic:~.l sign, represen.ting the face and horns of which is identical with the taa cross. . ' 
a bulL It is now considered established that let- ' The' common name of all these· cbaracten, it 
ters were derived from the ancient hieroglyphs, will~ be ob;~erved, from the first P,ictOrial repre-
8nd, when the phonetic mode-of writing was in- . &entation of the head and horns of a bull, ua 
vented; m~ny of tho,ie le1.ters retained' the na~e 'including the aign. T, is tau, meaniag a bull or . 
of the objec:t which the original hi~r.oglypba, or cow. For the real name is tau,. the "w• (!f the 
pictures, were intended t.o represt>oL . · · · · Latin r.nd the "01" of. thlt Greek bting nothing 
· These hieroglyphs, in proceM of time, assumed but the usual termination characteristic of tboee 

8 form more and more ar5itrary, 10 mach so that, l~guages. 'I!he Pbamici:m name of th.e letter 
at last, they iost almost all resemblance to the T, according to Ra•linson, is also tau, meaning, 
original picture, of which, however, many of them however, " bread " in that language. Bat, u 
still retained the name. · It was thas that the breacl is the nouriaher and " staff of life," the 
drawing of the face and horne of 8 bull became word .is equivalent to. the Emtian "giv• of 

7 
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Jife." The real meaning and ·figurative siguUi- 'The PhmD..ici&na, it is certain, were a maritime 
cance of the Phe2nician word f~r bread thus be- nation. They were wholly commercial in their 
comes at once apparent ; it may have had a double character, and the most renowned people of all 
as well as a figurative meaning. Even in the antiquity for their naval pursuits. Had they in­
Egyptian the word bas a meaning suggestive of vented the letters, the objecte which the letters 
agriculture and the raising of grain, out of which most certainly would hue represented wonld 
bread is made, for the Coptic word t/,our meant have been of a marine and commercial uature. 
a bull, ancl its verb atf&or meant tv plo'IIJ. · We would exp~ct to find ships, boats, aails, ropes, 

The constellation Taurus was anciently at· the. rudders, anchors, chains, oars, and that class of 
vemal equinox, and "·as considered by tht" Egyp- objects. None of these, however, nppear; on thE' 
tinns (for reasonsl,>efore.fully explained) the em· contrnry, the obje11ts are all pastoral or agri­
blem of a perpetual return to life ; the sign Tau· cultural in their character, indicative of a peo· 
rus, and consequently the tau cr088, thus became pic engaged ln those pursuits-a people who used 
the expressive symbol of the vemal equinox and the bull to plow with, :.nd whose commercial 
of immort.ality. Tbe letter, or symbol, together enterprises were not conducted on the sea by 
with the mythology connected with it, was adopt· shiJ,S. It is another significant and almost con­
ed by the Greeks, perhaps, indirectly through the elusive fnct that each and every une of these 
Pbmniciana, for the Greeks claim to have been ,; objet'ts," except· the camel, are found in pro­
taught the lcttc.-rs by Cadmus, a Phamician. The fusion among the hieroglyphic pictures of the 
foregoing is probably the origin of the letter tau, Egyptians, and were in daily and familiar use in 
and the peculiar significance attached to it. all their written inscriptions, as we find them on 

Rawlinson, in his notes to 14 Herodotus," .Cook their monuments and sculptures even to this day. 
V, Chapter LYIII, holds that the Greeks clerh·ed This is true of no other ancient people, and the 
their letters directly from the Phmn1c~s, for the conclusion becomes irresistible that the .PbCBni· 
n.-ason tha.t they are quite similir in form, and cians, whose ship• and traffic brought them m 
that their names all have a significance in the frequent contact with the Egyptians, borrowed 
Phamician language of the object '\\"hich they of them their letters, or deriVea them from the 
were originally intended to represent ; while, on hieroglyphics of Egypt. They naturally, and 
the other band, their names have no meaning almost of course, tmnslated the names of the 
whatever in the Greek tongue. In other wordR, various objects and animals represented in the 
be argues that the names of the letters are Phm· hieroglyphs into theii- own Phrenician tongue. 
nician, and not ~reek. and that, therefore, the This the Greeks, when they in tum borrowed 
Greeks must ha-ve borrowed their letters directly from the Phmnicians, did not do, probah1y be­
from the Phmnicians. Tbb he shows conclusively I cause, when the hieroglyphs reached them, they 
by the table of letters with their names, which he bad aseamed a more arbitrar) form, and one so 
gives. This list of names, ho'll·ever, proves juat far removed from the original pictures as to ren­
a& conclusively that the Pbamicians themselns der any sncb translation wholly unnecessary, if 
did not in,·ent the letters, but siruply trans!ated not impossible. That t!le Phmnicians, a people 
their names into tb'!ir own language when they prei!minent for their ingenuity and skill, greatly 
began to uae them. Tbe names, translated into ·improved on. tho Egyptian method, and .reduced 
English, are as follows : · the hieroglyphs to a more strictly alphabetic and 
A Bull A Paling A. Prop, arbitrary form and use, i.a highly probable, if not 
A Tent A Serpen~ An Eye, certain ; but that the originals of the letters, t.o-
A Camel, A Hand, A Mouth, getber with their names, first came from Egypt, 
A Door, The Hollow of An Axe, ia also jut as certain. The h:nprovementa which 
A Window, · a Hand, A Head, b Ph · · ad • tb art f "tin b J t-A Hook, A Prick-stick, A Tooth, and t e mn1e1ans m e m e o wn g y e 
A Lance Water Bread. ters was, no doubt, as much due to the fact that 

' A Fish; they were free from ·certain religioaa restrictions, 
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which hampered an advance in that direction by as the symbol of another soa.nd. The Greek 
the Egyptian11, as to their own characteristic in- Tauro• and Latin Tau"" have the wor<l tau as a 
genuity and national aptitude for scientific pur- common root, which may have been derived from 
suits. . the Egyptian or Coptit! kau, a cow or bull, or 

It may be urged, as an objection to our deri- ath<w. The .Arabic ehot4r1 a bull, is e'\"idently 
vation of the letter tau, that, in the Phcen.ician the same as athor, the u a" only being dropped. 
and Hebrew alphabets, the Jetter A is named Such chauges as these would cause the biero­
aleph, me:ming a bull. The Greeks, also, called glyphic sign of the bull to represent in some Jan­
the letter A alpha, adopting the Phamician name. guages the sound of T in place of that of A. 
But the •ou,lcl of A ii also represented in the The specific ancient Egyptian "em6lem of 
Egyptian hieroglyphs by the tau cross. The very eternal life," hovever, ~oes not appear to ha'e 
fact, therefore, that the Phamician letter A was been adopted in its complete form ·by other na­
named a bull, shows that the Egyptian tau cross tiona-that is, as a letter. Its form was abbre­
bad a name with a similar meaning, and clicl r«!p· viated, although its symbolical meaning was re­
resent not only a pull, but specifically the sacred . tained to some extent. The Egyptian symbol of 
bull called .A.pi8, which, according to the Egyp- . eternal life, in its unabridged form, is as Lelow, 
tian. system, gave it the sound of the Jetter A, · and was known in later times as the "Cruz .A.• 
for the use of a hieroglyph ·as a letter followed sata." As will be se~n, it 'is noihing more than 
the first sound of the name of the object repre- th!! "tau cross" surmounted by a. circle, some­
seated. It also shows that the allusion of the times made somewhat oval in shape. The entire 
tau cross of Egypt was to the vemal equinox, hieroglyphic was probably originally the picture 
and the constellation of the bull thereon, for of th<' hc'nd and horns of a bull, nnnountttl f1v 
which reason it was an emblem of life and a re- tlte or6 cif tile mn, thus expressing in a still 
turn to life. .Apis was the name of the sacred more direct and specific manner the sun in Tau­
bull, under which emblematic form the Egyptians rus. 
worshiped Osiris, the sun-god. In the ChaldRic It wa~~ thus they ""er<> accustomed to repreoent 
alphabets it .is the letter T which is said to have Apis. This symbol, from its constant use at first 
been originally reprellentcd by a bull In the as a sacrc>d emblem, and, finalh·, a!l a letter, or 
alphabet of Cadmus the letter T is a cro11s, simi· hieroglyphic, wouid naturally· as­
Jar to another of the Egyptian signs for. the letter 11nme more and more of an al'bitrary 
A. Now, if all these alphabets were in fact orig- form. The f:lcc and ltorn11 of the 
inally derived from the hieroglyphics of Egypt, bull "·ould grarlnally take tlu: shar•e­
tbis is just that sort of confll$ion which we would of a ero11s, as before dc!lcribefl, an•l 
naturally expect t'> exist respecting the name and the orb of the sun whit'b surmounted 
form of the le!tel'!l T and A among the earlier it lose somewhat its perfect circul11.r 
alphabets of other nations, who tnnslated the form. The whole hieroglyph "·ould 
names into their own language, and began to us'l" thus finally ASSume an arbft.rary · 
them on the Egyptian system, and according to form, like that here represented. If cat=x AMUT~ 
the initial sounds of those names. · this conjecture be correct, it fully 

In some of these alpb:lbets the letter A, whiJil explnins why this peculiar symbol denoted among 
it lost the form of tbe cross, retained the name the Egyptians eternal life-the re:LSon for which, 
of a bull, as no distinction would- natunlly be r.ccording to both Wilkinson and K~!ndrick, bas 
mad~! by other nations· between that particular as yet. remained in obscurity~ (See Kendrick's 
b1!11 named ..4.pi•, sacred to the Egyptians only, "Ancient Egypt," vol. i, page 254; Wilkinson's 
and a bull generally. "Ancient Egyptians," vol. i, page 277.) 

In other alphabets both the name and form This Egyptian emblem was subsequently 
might be retained, but the name being translated named the Ort= .A.ruaea, or "cross with a han­
into another language, the letter might be used nle," because it was thought the circle was noth· 



100 STELLA.ll TIIEOLOGY AND lUSONIO A..STRONOliY. 

survive the grave, and which shall never, neoer, 
!\EVEB die." (Masonic ~ture.) 

ing. more than a handle for the purpose of carry­
ing the cross. It is, in fact, often repres'ented as 
being" so carried on the sculptures, but quite as 
frequently otherwise. The followitig cut ~h~ws. Tux- A..STRoNomc..u. nul'LB TA.U. 

the "sign of lif~" ~eld by the lower eLd, in the Q. J-!:1.11 the triple t'au any further .aStronomical 
hand of the .double g9ddess of Truth apd Justice. ·aign_i'tication? · · . .. · . · ·· 

.... · A. .. It .has-:-for, when th~ geometric·a] prin~i-
~;;-::;::;;::;:;:::;~:::;:;::;::;::;::;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;:;::;:;:;::;:;;rl pies upon whi_ch it i11 erected are analyzed, it will 

'· 

. . be- found to .represent, symbolkally, the Royal 
Arch, ;ogetbcr with 'its three principal points, 
and m:my oth~r astronomic:U particulars. In 
orqer to- cxpl:l.in this more f~,~lly, let us draw out 
on our " trestle-board " a triple taa. We will 
'first draw the line A ·'.B· (see following di:lgram), 
representing the great equinoctial colure; on this 
describe a semicircle, and erect ~be Royal Arch 
(see illustration on page 37). ·Next distinguish 
the tw9 equinoctial point~ by two par:allel lines, 

(,.. ) . in tbc same manner as the solstitial points arc 
n ILEI:-150;)1, I k , , . , , mar ed ~n t~e emblem of "a pomt withm a clr-

The idea advan~ed by some,-that it is a key, de- cle" (see page -61). Draw the line 0. D, repre­
rives little or no support f~om the monuments; be-· senting the solstitial colure, and add the line K L, 
sides this, the Egyptian. form of a. key was entirely reprcseuting .the summer solstice and tropic of 
different, as is seen from the drawing which accom· cancer, in the same manner as shov;n in the em­
panies our explanation o? the masonic emblem of blem last . referred to. The. lines at the extremi­
" the key." "The Oru:e .Ansata was adopted by ties. of .A IJ are perpendicular to it, and in a 
the early Christians of the East as an ·appropri- properly dra\\-n triple iau the lines H N, 0 P, 
ate sym~ol of their faith. The old wscriptions and K L, are all equal to each other, and equal 
of the Christians at the Great Oasis are headed to tLe radius of tlie circle which rna}· be inscribed 
by this symbol, and 'it is also found in some. of . within them. The radius of any circle is one 
their monuments at Rome" (Wilkinson). Among sinh .of its circumference, and, therefore, is a 
the a~cients, the cross in this form, +, was also ~horcl of an arc of 60°. It therefore follows that 
considered "sacred emblem, as_.it pointed to the the line K L is divided 
four quarter~ of- the heavens, :md .embraced uoth by the perpendicular (.' 
the celestial and terrestrial ~t!misphe_res. It 'lfaS' .D into two parts, each 
tLus a symbol of the universe, and expressive of of which represents 30°, 
the perpetual life and endless duration of· nature. or one .sign of the zo­
The Rosicrucians a~o taught 'that this form of diac. The same is true 
the cross was the symbol of light, because it con· of the lines M N and 
taine<! in l.ts formation the ancient Roman letters 0 .P, each o_f which is 

N 

L VX, ZU%, the L:atin W.ord for light. 'Whether . di\·ided by .A B into parts representing a cll.ord 
this beautiful' conceit was im·ented by them Qr of 30°. Tha line 0 P is thus the chord of the 
derived--from ancient sources i11 .unknoWn. two signs "f' and ts, the line· K L is the chord of 

The tau cross is, as baa been shoWI1, ~u ancient·· II and .~, and the line .M N of- .n. an.d TIJZ, which 
symbol of Egjpt, .de.noting salvatiou·and eternal eon~tit}lteS 180~, and. take~ us ~ the first point of 
life. The triple tau, be~ng a combinat ion of the Libra (.a.); at tho autumnal equinox. 
tau ~rose th'I'U tu;~ea repeated, teaches us that The' first six signs of the zodiac, reaching from 
" we have an immortal part within us that shall the vernal to the autumnal equinox, and conllti-
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tuting the Royal Arch of heaven, are therefore 
represented with geometrical precision by the 
exterior lines of the triple tau, while, at the same 

SUMMI:R SOLSTICE. 
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.A.STRONOMIC.A.L TRIPLE TAU. 

time, the line K L represents the summer sol­
stice, and the lines 0 P and M };r the vernal 
and autumnal equinoxes. TLis geometric:~.! anal­
ysis of the triple tau re;·eals the fact that it is a 
striking symbol of thP Royal Arch, the exalta­
tion of the ~;un therein, and several other astro­
nomical particulars. The preceding is a draw­
ing of what may be termed the. astronomical 
triple tau. 

The three print::ipal points of the ozodiacal arch, I 

as explained on page 37, are emblematic of wis­
dom, strength, and beauty; on these the whole 
arch of heaven seems to rest. The three parallel 
perpendicular lines, as they represent those three 

· points, are also emblematic of wisdom, strength, 
and beauty, and, as a perpendicular line is the 
geometrical symbol of a pillar,.they may be eaid 

to denote the three great maso~ic columns placed 
in a triangular form. . It was these emblematic 
pillars that Job alluded to when, speakin'g of T. 
G. A. 0 . T. U., he said, "The pillars of heaven 
tremble and are astonished at his reproof" (Job 
xxvi, 11). The three masonic columns ot-""wis­
dom, "strength, and .beauty," must not he eon· 
fou"lded with the "pillars of the porch.:,; The 
latter have a different emblematic meaning, which 
has been already explruned. 

TH:E QUA.DRUPL.lt TA.U. 

That part of the zodiac embracing the sum­
mer solstice, and reaching from the vernal to the 
autumnal equinox, was considered the most im­
portant and aacred by the ancients, because the 

sun was therein exalted, and because it embraced 
the whole of the seasons of spring-time and har­
vest. It is that part of the z9diac only which ia 

therefore represented in the symbol of the 
triple tau. If, however, we unite in .)De 
emblem the triple tau and that of "a cir­
cle embordered by two parallel lines," we 
~·ill h1ve a correct geometrical representa­
tion of the whole zodiac, the -four princi­
pal points of which will thus also be des­
ignated in a. similar manner, by which it 
will be seen that the two emblems are in 
fact but parts of one complete whole. 

The union of these two masonic em· 
blems gives us the device which appears 
between them in the above diagram, 
wl.ich, as will be 8C(m1 is another ancient 
and well-known emblem, sometimes called 
the "cross of Jerusalem." It consists of 

the tau cross four time!! repeated, and joined at a 
common center, whJch is really that of the zodiac. 
The circle about that center is sometimes exhib­
ited in this emblem, but is more frequently left 
out, as not being requi~ed to exp~ess its meaning, 
and adding nothing to its beauty. This emblem 
would be more properly known under. the name 
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of the pati"'}}M lau. Tbia emblem was brought 
by the Cruaaden from tbe Eut, and they, igno­
rant of ita true meaning, adopted it as the symbol 

of their faith, from its sup­
posed resemblance to the 
Christian cross. 

f The quadruple tau repre-
la==:===llac=~l sents at one view the entire 

[ universe. The central linea, 
one of which is /l.orizonCal 
and the other perpendiculaf', 
thus crot~sing each other at 

rigAI anglu, point to and embrace tbe four quar­
ters of the celestial and terrestrial spheres. · The 
limits of the ann's t'ircuit among the stars, both 
at the solstitial and equinoctial points, are desig· 
nated by the lines at tho extrt>mities of the cen· 
t.ral ones, placed at right :uJgles to bar the way. 
Two of them rerresent the solstitial points, which 
is iD entire harmony with the emblem of the 
"circle emborderod by two parallel lines," from 
which they are derived, as explained in our de· 
scription of tlia.t emblem on page 61. The other 
two, taken from the triple tau, represent tl1c ver· 
nal and autumnal equinoxes, as has been explained 
in our remarks on the astronomica.l triple t:nl. 
The quadr11ple tau, moreo,·er, being composed 
entirely of " right angles, horizontals, and per· 
pendiculars," contains within itself all the secret 
signs of Jo'reemasonry, a fact which I am not per­
mitted to fnrther explain. It will, however, be 
apparent to every "bright mason," \\·ho can soon 
st11dy them all out for himself. 
. Q. Are there any remaining masonic embleais 
which have not been explained? 

A. The ga'tJel, the rough and perfect aslllur, 
the tuJenty-four-iru:l& gauge, the trorcdl, the plum!J. 
line and letJel ,· also, the rmllld, cMsel, and pick· 
aze, appertaining to the Royal Arch degree, hav' 
not been astronomically explained, because all of 
them are nothing more than the mechanical tools 
of those operative masons and architects who (aa 
will be subsequently explained), r.fter the llys· 
teries ceased to be celebrated, assumed entire con· 
trol of our Order, and which they ingrafted into 
~be ancient ritual at a comparatively recent date, 
as emblems of their art. Had they at that timl 
lnt~..Utl the whole ritul, originated the entire 

matter, no other emblems but those of a Uke U• 

elusive mechanical import would have been.adopt­
ed. Those other s11blime astronomical allegories 
and pure scientific symbols, with the elevated 
philosophy they teach, would never have been 
found in Freemasonry. We are indebted to 
Preston, Webb, and Cross for a fine moral ap­
plication of the gavel, twenty-four-inch gauge, 
etc. They req11ire no further e:r:planation. 

With the exception of these, all the other an­
cient emblems have been found to have an astro­
no.mical origin and meaning. It .is also a strong 
confirmation that no contradiction exists among 
them when thus explained. The sepuate astro­
nomical explanation of each one of them is in 
perfect harmony, not O!JlY with all the others, but 
also with the main central allegory of the annual 
passage of the sun among the stars of the zodiac, 
his death during the winter months, hia ret1U'D to 
life at the vernal equinoz, and his exaltation at 
the summer solstice. 

THB WORDS " U\"STEBY " .L"fD " K.UOXBT." 

Q. Is there any connection between the words 
" mrstpry, md "masonry, p 

.A. If, in fact, the masonic institution, as M'-C· 
key and Oliver both admit, was descended from 
the ancient "Mysteries," there should be some 
close connection between the worda "mystery" 
and "masonry," nen if the latter is not directly 
derived from the former. The word "mystery," 
which originally bad an excl111ive meaning, came 
in process of time to have three diiferent mean· 
ings, ·all derived from tho original one : 

1. It was th.e name of the sacred drama which, 
as we have seen, constituted the ceremony of initi· 
ation into the secrt>t religioue asaooiatJons of the 
ancients, 'which were so named from the fact that 
the " aspirant " for initiation waa blindfolded. 
The word "mystery " is derived from the Latin 
myste,.lum, from the Greek I'~""'' from l'vtrnk, 
from l'viiv, to slna the eyu. 

2. In the middle ages it came to be applied to 
a di1ferent sort of '' sacred chama," fouuded on 
the legends of the Christian rellgion. Theae 
"Mysteries," or religio11s dramas, were, boweTer, 
performed in public, and had no 1111PmPnt of ... 
crecy about them. 
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- 8. Another use of the word "mystery" arose 
from the fact that all scientific knowledge waa 
fo~erly concealed in the ancient Mysteries, and 
communicated only to the initiated. Great skiil, 
therefore, in any art which required scientific 
knowledge, anciently implied · iDitiation into the 

. Mysteries. Hence, in process of time, and even 
after the Mysteries themselves were suppressed, 
the word " mystery " was applied to any art which 
required scientific· knowledge in addition to IIW1· 

uaJ dexterity. The art of architecture is one 
which requires not only a proficiency in geometry, 
but Hveral other sciences. In more ancient tUnes, 
owing to the pecnUar position and construction 
of temples, considerable knowledge of astronomy, 
even, was required by the architect. This art was 
therefore preeminently above all others de~omi­
nated a "mystery," and the words "mystery" 
and "masonry "-i. e., architecture-became sy­
nonymous in meaniDg. . Architecture was thus 
probably the first one of the arts called a "mys­
tery" ; this name, however, at length came to be 
applied to all the arts without distinction, includ­
iDg even those wholly mechanical 

there can be no doubt that all the early archi· 
tt>cts, at least, like the Tyrian artists who directed 
the work at the building of King Solomon's tem­
ple, derived the scientific knowledge required for 
their profession from having been initiated iDto 
the Mysteries of Dionysus. The word" masonry" 
has been thought to be derived from ae,·eral dif· 
ferent roots, by different \\'litera, but it is not so 
far removed either in form -or meaning from the 
word "mystery " but that it might not have been 
derived either directly, or .indirectly from it. In 
fact, Hutchinson, in his "Spiri~ of llasonry," ad­
vances the idea tha' the word is derived from a 
corruption of the Latin mysteriflm, bot fail11 to 
give any satisfactory reason for his opinion. Tbe 
foregoing considerations, however, tend to show 
that his conjecture is not without some. support. 
The derivation of the word "mason" from the 
French " mu.pon," a house, will only take us 'back 
to the Mysteries by another path, for the word . 
"mapon" is derived from the Latin mactlrla, a 
wall or inclosure, which carries with it the idea 
Of secrecy, and tJie exclusion of all who have bOt 

a right to enter. Thus, all thoee who were not 

initiated into the Mysteries were caUed 'the pro­
faue-i. e., pro-fano, those without the temple­
and who had no right to enter at all times. The 
words "temple " and " boose " were also anciently 
synonymous. (See 1 Kings vi, 7-9 ; also, 2 Cbron. 
iii.) Brother J. H. Little, formerly G. H. P. of 
VirgiDia, derives the word "Freemasonry " direct­
ly from the Egypto-Coptic, and D!J88 the .follow­
iDg language on the subject : 

"Great mistake has arisen from the very name 
we bear, and many do not understand what we 
are, or what our name itaelf means. Masons are 
not free, in the senH in which this word is some­
times used ; they are positively bound by abso­
lute laws, they are the slaves of troth and their 
word-unqualified obedience is th~ duty. The 
profane are free, the mason is not. The origin 
of our name shows this. Our title is ' Freema­
son,' and this is uot an English word, nor is oar 
Order of English origin. The name is not of 
any of the l~guages of modern Europe, nor is it 
fouud in the classic tongues of Greece and Rome; 
nor is it a part of the languages of Syria, Tyr&, 
or Chaldea, nor is it Hebrew. .More ancient than 
all, it comes from a nation that had organization, 
architecture, and literature, before Abraham ii'rat 
beheld the stars glitter above the plains of Shinar. 
It is from the language of ancient Egypt ; that 
wonderful land where all antediluvian science and 
art -was preserved and extended, where a system 
of priestly and kingly government w~ carried 
out which baa been the wondu of the world ; 
tbl't·iand where-ml!lf''Of scic~ce, organized iDto a 
close and secret organization, ruled ; where they 
created a myt>tic language, and where they erected 
those mighty works of architectural skill whose 
undeatroyud firmness still amazes the world­
among these ancient sages the sun was an object 
of veneration, as the ,·isible p~er of life and 
light. In their lAnguage it was caU.,a PAre, and 
in the same language mas mcana..a child. Hence, 
being bo!'D of light, that is, knowledge of every 
kind, physical, moral, and intellectual, they caUed 
themselves Phre-masscn-Cbildrcn of the Sun, or 
Sont of Light. They inculcated and practiced 
purity and perfection-of the bo~y, control of all 
the pauiona, or moral purity, and devoted them­
selva to the intense study of all intellectual 
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acquirements. Now, this is Freemasonry-we are of their god, aingiog hymns aod fot:miDg a sacrecl 
trae Sons of. Light." (St. Louis "Freemason's march, the earth, which they ltraok with their 
Monthly," January, 1872.) • staves in caduca, was agitated like a boisterous 

Q. How came opera~ve architects, or mason~, sea, and raised up nearly two feet, then calmed 
to be the last custodiaos of the secre~s of the an· itself and resumed ita usual level. . The act of 
oient Mysteries? •. I 'sirikink with their sticks.~,.. the necessity of 

A. ~t has. no doubt been.a puzzle to more than warning wo~kmen, whQ were placed j:Kineatb, to 
one, why th& arohltecta and templ~buildtm~ of ~.a moVing stage coTered with earth-an op­
antiquity should have been ~o intimately connect- eration plainly eifected by the aid of mechanima, 
ed with the Mysteries,' and thu~ have been ·in a·. very easy to be comprehended. • It is probable a 
position to hand down. their essential s!preta and similar secret .. existed· in other temples.. Engliah 
philosophical teachiligs, from generation to gen- travelers who viaitecl. the rem8ina af the temple 
eration, to those skilled workmen who came after of Ceres, at Eleusis, observed that· the pavement 
them. In other words, how was it that the oper· of the B&Dctuary is rough an~ unpolished, aDd 
atie~ masons, or architects, became special guaf- much lower than that of the adjacent portico. It 
diana, and their gui!ds, or associations, tlt,e depos- .is therefore probable that a wooden floor on a 
itories of these philosophical mysteries ? If a level with the portico covered the present floor, 
good and sufticient answer to. this question can be and concealed a vault designed to admit of the 
found, one great stumbling·block and sourQe of action of machinery beneath the sanctuary for 
skepticism will be removed. T~~~ question Wf moving the 1loor. In the soil of an interior vesti­
think we can auawer. The ancient Mysteries, aa bule they observed two deeply in<Jented grooves, 
is well knownr were .celebrated in the hidden or ruts, and as no carriage could possib~y be 
receues of the temples. In order to present the drawn into this place, the travelers conjectured 
grand and impressive drama of initiation, manY" that the~e were grooves tO receive the pnlleys 
secret chambers, doors, and -labyrinthian passages which served in the Mysteries to raise a heavy 
had to be. construc.ted within the interior; also, body-'perbaps,' said they, 'a moving floor.' In 
much ingenioUB mechanism, by which wonderful confirmation of this opinion, they perceived fur­
and sublime spectacular etfecta were produced. ther on other grooves which might have served 
It was, therefore, a matter of necessity that the for the counterbalances to raise the floor ; and 
building of a temple (except the bare outside .they also detected places for wedges, to fix it 
walla) should be intrusted only to those who had immovable at the desired height. These were 
been duly ~itiated. .AD'y "tattling mechanic"~ eight holes bed iri blocks of marble, and raised 
might otherwise disclose the "whole secret. Such above the tloor, four on the right and four on the 
operative architects and artists, therefore, who left, adapted to recei'!e pegs of large dimensions." 
were 1..-uown a&d distinguished ~ the most cun· , We are also informed that, in order to descend 
ning worKmen, were initiated in all branches of · into the. caTe of Trophonius, those who came to 
the Mysteries, b<:eau.c!e their services were imper· consult the oracle placed themselvee before an 
atively necessary. .. aperture apparently too narr~w to admit a mid-

Among the buildings uncover~~ at Pompeii is die-sized man ; yet,. as soon as the knees bad 
a temple of Isis, which is a telltale of the Mys- entered it, the whole body was rapidly drawn in 
teries of the Egyptian deity, for the secret stairs by some invisible power. Tbe mechiUiism used 
which conducted the priests uliaeen to an opening ;S.or this purpose was conn~ted with other ma­
back of the statue of the ·goddess, through who1Je4 chinery, which at the same time enlarged the 
marble lips pretended oracles were given aud entrauce to the grotto. The person who went 
warnings uttered, now lies open to the ·day, and to connlt this oracle was obliged to make car­
reveals the whole imposition. ~~A Day in .Pom· tain sacrifices, to ~athe in oerWn. rivera, aua to 
peii," "Harper's Magaziue," vol. ii.) " When the anoint his body with oil. He was then clothed 
uges of India conducted .ApollonillB to tbe temple in a IiDen robe, and, with a cab of honey in his 
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·----·----------------------------------------~------------------hand, be descended into the grotto in the mao.oer of whose legeuds, signs, and emblema they be­
before described. Wbat passed "there wu never came the last cutodians, after the ll111teriee 
revealed, but the penon on hia return generally themaelvea had fallen into dinse, and ceaeed to 
looked pale and dejected. . The individual ·whose be celebrated either at Athena or Bome. Thaa 
name this cave bore was au architect of great . originatecl those mysteriou "tr&f.eling .Freema­
akill, and,Jn coajUDctiQn wit~ his brother, .Aga·: •ona" of the middle ages, who left 10 many 
midea, was the architect of ~e templti of Apollo~·· "maaaive monuments of their lkiU." as early aa 
at Delphi ; and they were, of oo1ll'Be', the designers the ninth and tenth centuries. . Thus, alao, orig· 
aud oonatructora of all the mechanicaL secreta of inated those famous goUda of 0p41ra~ive maaoDB 
that temple, no doubt far mere ingenioaa and ter· ·C?f thl! fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth cen· 
rifying in their nature thsm those of the oracular turiea. No. other hypothesis '!fill aatiefaotorily 
cave just described. The ll,..teriea being aJao account for the str&nge character and m~ 
celebrated in the temple, the demand for aecrecy nature of thoae secret aasociatioDB of operative 
was imperative, aud the priests, fearing that the· architects. , ~ 
initiation of Trophoniua and A.gamidea would • Although the Mysteries themaelves are traced 
not insure their silence, resorted to aaaaaaination. back historioally ·to the da111 of ucient Egypt, 
The brothers were desired by the god, through yet there is DO chronological impouibDity, or 
the priests, to be cheerful, and to wait eight days even improbability, of their connection with the 
for their rn-ard ; at the end of whic,h period they societies above mentioned, l.or they were cele­
were fonnd dead bi their beds-the result of poi- · brated in some form as late as the eighth &J;ld per­
.On, os: some other secret means of murd~r. (See haps twelfth century, while the traveling Free­
Salverti's " Philosophy of .Magic," vol. i, Chap~er masona are traced back to the eighth or tenth 
XL) centurr- Notwithstanding the celebration of the 

Instances might be multiplied of the secreta Mysteries was prohibited b~e Chriatiu em­
involved in the construction of ancient temples, petors succeeding "'Dmitaatine, aa oemg CoDDected 
which made it a matter of necessity that the with the pagan worship, yet muy of ~heir rites 
architects should be initiated, if allowed to live. continued to be observed under as&llllled names, 
But enough hu been advancld to make it pl~ and the pretense of con'Oi1Jial meetings, for a 
that the initiation of operative architects was a long time afterward (~ibbon, Chapter XXVIU). 
matter of absolute necessity. When the Mys- :Maximus, Bishop of Turin, writes in the middle 
teriea "·ere discontinued, after the advent of of the :fifth century against the ancient wonhip, 
Christianity as the state religion of the· Roman and speaks of it as if uiating in fun foJ:Ce in the 
Empire, it was no longer necessary for the tem· neighborhood of b~ ci~. The ~eaainian MY,. 
pie-builders to belong to any such organ~tion, teriea at Athens, indeed, seem to hav~ enjoyed a 
but by that time operative architects had found special exemption, for Gibbon informs us that the 
that the bond of union which the initiation into Emperor "Valentiniu immediately admitted the 
the Mysteries had established among them. was petition of Pnetutatus, proconsur of .Achaia, who 
useful and profitable. It enable,!~ them to keep represented that the .liie of ~he Greeb would be­
the high,er secreta of their art among themselves, come dreary and comfortl!Bs if they were deprived 
thus giving them a monopoly of the whole buai- of the invaluable blesaing of the Eleuainiaa :Mye­
nesa of temple.building. They were thus also teries.;, This petition was, no doubt, accompanied 
enabled to assume au, independence and conse- with an aaalU'aDce that thtt secret doctrines taught 
quence, upon which follo\lfed the favor of princes in the My,steriee, being those of the unity and 
and those high in authority, who desired their ipiritual nature of God, and the immortality of 
aervioes to erect a palace or build a cathedral. the soul, were not incoDBiatent, but rather in bar­
The operative architects, therefore, kept up their mony, with the Christian religion, wbicb would 
secret organization, and tbu preserved the occult 8coount for the petition being 110 promptly put­
tie which originally united them in the -Mysteries, eel. The M111teries ··at Atlient~, in conaequeDCe, 



ao6 w .. a.J..L..Ul 'lHIOLOOt AND IUSONIC ASTltONOllt. 

although suapeuded, do not seem to have ever 
been totally1111ppreseed, but continued to be cele­
brated in some form as late 11 the eight.h cent11J1. 
It is also certain that the :Mysteries, under variou 
foi'IIIB, continued to be celebrat.ed in Britain ~d 
on the Continent as late 11 the tenth cent11J1. 
Dr. Ollver says, in his "History of Initiation,, 
"We are assured, on undo11bted authority, name­
ly, from the bardio writings of that period, that 
they were celebrated in Wales and Scotland down 
to the twelfth century of Cbriat.ianity." 

This brings us down to an era wben it is ad· 
mitted on all bands that the traveling Freemuons 
e.z:ilted, by whom, some claim, our fraternity wae 
invented. It is not, however, claimed that the 
Mysteries in their parity or original splendor 
e.z:isted at 10 late a period. No doubt they bad 
become corrupt, and many' of their secrata been 
lost. No doubt they bad become obscure, but 
still they e.z:ilted, impressed with their original 
cbaractet. The connection is therefore close be­
tween them and the mysteriou secret rites and 
ceremonies of those.societies of operative masons 
and architects above mentioned. '\\"'ben, in proc­
esa of time, the celebration of the ancient My .. 
teries in a modified form was confined to these 
associations of operative architects, for the rea· 
sons before given, then it was that t!Je tenn Free­
mason began to be descriptive of the initiated. 
This would more rationally account for the prt'So 
ent name of oar fraternity than the ingenious 
derivation of the words "frec-mason " from the 
Egyptian roots, Ph.-.mauen (Children of Light), 
as advanced by Brother J. H. Little. 

Salverti, in b-U. "Philosophy of Magic," i~ of 
the opinion that the occult sciences, possessed by 
the secret societies of the middle ages in. Europe, 
were derived .from the learning taught in the 
Mysteries. . He sayA :. " It is certain that, in that 
age of ignorance, learned men have conveyed the 
charge of their knowledge to secret societies, 
which have e.z:isted almoat in our day. One of 
the briglitest geniuses who sl1ed · honor upon 
Europe and the human race, Leibnitz, penetrated 
into one of these societies at Nuremberg, and,. 
from the avowal of his panegyrist" (Fontanelle, 
"Eloge de Leibniu "), '"obtained there inatrac­
tiou which, perhaps, be might have sought for 

in vain elsewhere. Were these mysterious re-­
unions the remains of the ancient initiations? 
Everything conduces to the belief that they were, 
not only the ordeal and the u:amination,.towhicb 
it was necessa17 to submit before obtaining au 
entrance to them, but, above all, the nature of 
the secreta they possessed, and the means they 
appear t.o have •mployed to preserve them." 

·(See " Philosophy of Magic," voL i, Chapter 
XL) 

But if, as Salverti learnedly aTgUea, the acien· 
tific secreta oJ the Mysteries were thus transmitted 
to the secret aocieties of the middle ages, we may 
be certain that not only the form of initiation in 
substance, bat also many of the.legends or acien· 
tiftc allegories, 11 well as the symbols and em· 
blems connected therewith, were also banded 
down in a Uke manner, and the same may prob­
ably be said of many of the signs and modes of 
recognition. ID this connection it is worthy of 
remark that ·none of the paas.words of Freema­
aonry are either English, German, or French, nor 
indeed of any modern spoken language. Had 
Freemasonry been invented, or fabricated, either 
in Germany, England, or Franr.e, such would not 
bave been the case. '\'\"' e might 11 well ezpect to 
find the armies of France, Germany, England, or 
America, using Coptic, Chaldean, and Hebrew 
countersigns, as the Freemasons do, had oar fra­
ternity originated in either England, France, or 
Germany. 

TilE .Allo"TTQt;lTY OF )U,SUNRT. 

Q. Wb11t is the probable antiquity of masonry? 
A. There can be but little doubt that the :Mya· 

teries, f:-om which, as we have seen, FreeiDa&Oilry 
is the direct descendant, were first arranged when 
Tauru.t was on the vernal equino.x, Leo at the 
summer solstice, and Scorpio ·at the autumnal 
equino.z:. The solar ·allegory, as banded down to 
ua, shows this to be the fact. As the rate of the 
precession of the equino:z:es is Jmown, we can cat. 
culate when tho vernal equino:z: was in Tauru.t. 
Such a calculation will take u back about four 
thousand two hundred and eightJ;.~ ·:&-.be 
antiquity of masoJirr is t.bu wri£fei on the face 
of the starry heavena-a record which ntten no 
falsehoods. 



OONCL1JS[Olf'. 107 

FBBBJU.SONB"'' NO"l' 8VJI'•WOB8B1P. 

Q. Ia it to be understood, from the foregoi.ag 
pages. that Freemasonry is rtotbing more than a 
fragment of aa idolatrou form of auu-worahip P 

A. Such is far from being the case, nor has 
auything been advanced in the 'foregoiug pages 
which, unless wholly 'inisanderatood, gives auy 
countenance to such au idea. In the introductory 
chapter it was fully shown that the .Mysteries 
themselves,. in their primitive and uncorrupted 
form, taught the unity of God aud the immor­
tality of man as theiJ: carclinal doctrines, and that 
the sun was but a symiJol of him whom "the 81ID, 

moon, and stan obey, and beneath whose all-aee­
iDg eye e\"en comets perform their stupendou 
revolutions " (M_.onic Lecture). 

Though in all parts of our rituAl, from the 
threshold to the altar, and from the altar to tbe 
pmetralia (as in the ancient .Mysteries, from 
which Freemasonry bps descended), the profound· 
est truths of science and true religion are taught 
and illustrated by astronomical allegories, yet no­
where do we find, oven iD its moat ancient por­
tions, any prayers, invocations, or adoration, ad· 
dressed to the heavenly bodies themselves. The 
sun and the hosts of heaven are only used as em· 
blems of tho Deity-a sacred symbolism, with 
which the Bible it11elf ahoundL 

In more ancient times, when false and idola­
trous· forms of religion nled aU the civilized na­
tions, masonry protected the worshipers of the 
true God. This was not only true in Rome and 
in Greece, where Socrates and Pythagoras fell 
martyrs to truth, but also in Palestine. When 
we call to mind the long succession of Hebrew 

··kings "who did evil in the sight of the Lord," 
and sacrificed to Baal "upon the high placH and 
iD the grove," a crime of which even Solomon was 
guilty in his old age, we can easily see that, ex­
cept at certain favorable epochs, it wu Dot safe, 
"no, not even in Jude:l," to deny the actual di· 
viuity of the sun, moon, and 11tars. The J ewa 
atoned the prophets just as the Greeks persecuted 
the philosophers. The great debt that not only 
reUgiCUl but science owes to masonry can hardly 
be estimated. 

In its ritual, as we have seen, most of the 

truths of astronomy aud geometry are illutrated 
aad · perpetuated. . And it would be DO stretch 
of the imagination to say that, if all, whether of 
books or maaascripta, were swept oat of eziateuce, 
the ritual of our Order, as orally communicated, 
would alone be ani!icient to traasmit to future 
generations a knowledge of the true GOd &Dd a 
correct code of morals, as well as the leading 
principles of science, whereon to .build anew the 
great te~ple of knowledge. 

II. 

C01 .. CLtl810N. 

Tam work might with' perfect propriety have 
been named "A Defense of Freemaaonry "-

1. Against the assaults of those who stigma­
tize all its claims to a remote origin as deluive 
and false. This c1aaa of objector& aaaert that the 
Order is of no great antiquity, harillg originated 
late in the middle ages, ia a union of operadve 
atone-masoas, builders, and carpenter&, who thu 
aoagbt to keep secret the practical arts of their 
craft, and also by a couperative combinatiOD to 
be able to control- the business of areb.itect'ID'e, 
and fix the rate of Wagt'S for skilled workmen, on 
the l&llle principles of the " trades-union• " of 
the present day. Such organizations, without 
doubt, did ezist, but they could never have origi­
nated the profound, beautiful, and scientilo a­
mmomical allegory of the masonic legend. This 
has already been ma!le evident to the readw, with­
out argumedt. 

2.. .Agaiust the abaurd.claims of a clau of over­
enthusiastic masonic writers, who, going to the 
opposite ememe, aftinn that niasonry origiDated 
in the garden of Eden, by inspiration of God ; 
that .Adam wu the first Grand Master, be being 
saceeeded by Enoeb, S~em, Uam, and J'aphetb, 
Abraham, .Moses, Solomon, and so on down to 
Genenl Warren, who fell at. the battle of Bun­
ker's Hill I These well-meaning enthusiast~, pro­
Toked by a llvely imagination, see mla&Onry in 
everything, and claim that every atrnctare ever 
built, from the Tower of Babel and the pym­
mida to XiDg Solomon's temple, the Colosseum a& 
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· Rome and St. Paul's Church in London, were the present highly respected Graud Master of 
built by the self-same Order which now usembles New York, yet the identity of our Order can be 

• in its lodges in Europe and .America, .Asia aud traced from .a remote antiquity just as aatisfac· 
Africa, under the name of Freemasons. These torily as the identity of the Christian religion can 
absurd claims only serve to bring masonry into be traced from our Protestant churches (who 
·ridicule, an~ cause judicious persons to laugh at deny all "apostolic succession") on beyond the 
onr supposed credulity, thus doing the. fraternity Refennation, and through the·Catholic Church, 
more real harm thau the former class, who really with, in· earlier times, its half-pagan rites, back to 
a.ccord us a very respectab~e age of eight or ten the plaiAa" of Judea and the advent of Christ. 
centuries. . Nor does the vast· dUference which such a view 

One great stumbling-block in the way o£ ·ra· of Christianity discloses, in doctrine, practice, 
tional investigation is caused by eJttravagant ex· ritual, and mode of worship at di1ferent eras in 
pectations, aud an unphilosophical demand for a the past, or at present in di«erent lands and 
too cace correspondence between alleged ancient among di«erent sects, at all obscure the real 
masonic organizations, and the emblems relating identitY. of the Christian system in all ages since 
to them, with ~odcm masonic bodies, their de- its,proJnulgation. In like miuner the antiquity 
grees, emblems, verbal rituals, ~and. the modem of our fraternity BDd its identity are established­
version of our ancient legends. Many worthy not so much by any such close correspondence of 
brothers, among whom are sotne of much· learn. our present ritual and emblems with those of an­
ing, seem to entertain the idea that unle:ss.we go cient times (as some..investigatont' illogically look 
to the full extent of demonstra.ting that tho an- for), as from other considera.tions. It ia quite 
cient l!ystt'ries were identiCal io all•respects with enough if '\\·e are able to discover io ancient times, 
modern masonry, including not only our present when polvthei8m was the dominant state religion 
ritual and lodge-work, but also the dh·ision and in all nations, sodeties p011sessed of limilar or­
order of the degrees, that our arguments amount ganizatio11s, and, like Freemasonry, teaching the 
to nothing, and a1ford no proof of the antiquity two great ·doctrines of the unity of God, as On 
of our fraternity. ·. ETERXA.L Spi1·itrwl JJeiii!J, and the immortality of 

Nothing less, I fear, woUld conTince this class the soul of man-societies tike"masonry, secrel in 
of investigators than the discovery of the whole tlteir nature, and possessed of t~ords, sigM, and 
ritual and catechism, beginning at "From whence otlter occ~ult modes of r~cogt1ieion, also of similar 
came you?" etc.-as authorized by the Grand but. not identical form of initiation, the cere­
Lodge of their Stat....aculptured iii hieroglyphics, I monies of '\\'hicb '\\'ere fog.nded upon a limilar 
or written in Coptic on a roll of papyrus from an legend, alleg01"!/, or myth, tile same in ~t~lutar~ce, 
Egyptian tomb. Certainly all sue~ C!xpectations and only di1fering as io the name, era, and nation­
are unreasonable and unphilosophical. Rest as· ality of its hero-societies wh.ich taught the st~~M 
sured we will never find any proof that loclges truths by similar and in many cases. the very same 
exactly like ours, presided over by a Worshipful em."6lems, &igm, ·and 81Jm6ols. These things oer­
Kuter and Wardens, and conferring the Entered tainly demonstr.lte the identity of modem Free­
.4.pprentice Fellow-craft, and Master's degrt:e, ex· masonry with those ancient organizations, juat aa 
isted in ancient Egypt. Freemasonry, like the rollclusively as tht illentity of modem Christian­
Christian system of theolosr and mode of wor· ity, as a system of religion, with that of the first 
ship, bas undergone mauy modifications siDce the century or any intermediate time, ia established 
day of its advent; yet, like Christianity, it has by a like train of reasoning and correapondenoee. 
preserved its identity, as. well as all of its vital If, on tbe contrary, we confine our attention to 
principles and most eulted features.in all ages. the present condition of Freemasonry, u .en. 
Although in masonry ,there baa been no "apos- posed in the variou degrees and "rites" imo 
tolic succession," beginning with the Grand Iliero- which it baa divided itself, just as Christianity 
pbaot of the 0~ 'Myftteriea and ending with has split into Catholics and Protestants, and the , 
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latter ag:1in into numerous secta-if we regard 
nothing hut the verlxll form of our ritual-it is 
easy to show that masonry is not of any very great 
antiquity. The date nod even the authorship of . 
some parts of our verfJal ritual can be and have 
been traced, but neither the Chevalier Ramsey 
nor yet those who met at the famous "Appletree 
Tavern," in 1717, were the founders and invent­
ors of Freemasonry, any more than Luther and 
Wesley were the authors of the Christian religion. 

If we view masonr;Y from a ntional . stand· 
point, ami contemplate its mystic legends and 
allegories in their suhstancl', without regard to 
the modern language in which they are now 
clothed ; if we investigate the meaning of its 
ceremonies, without regard to. the specific words 
now used in couducting- them ; if we study the 
signs, symbols, and emblems, disregarding the 
erroneous modem e.xpl:~.nation given to. many of 
them-the ·great antiquity of dlallonry ia • at once 
apparent. It is now admitted on all sides that all 
the ancient llystcries were identic:al, and had a 
common origin from those of Egypt, a conclusion 
which bas been reached by the same metbod of 
reasoning and comparison. The legend of Osiris 
ia the parent stock from which all the others cl:\.me, 
but in Greece and .Asia Minor the name of Osiris 
disappeared, and those of Dionys~s and Bacch011 
were substituted, while in the Hebrew-Tyrian 
temple legend the name of Hiram ia found.· The 
claim, however, that the legend of Hiram ia an 
actual history, d-escriptive of events which really 
took place about the time of the building of King 
Solomon's temple, muat. be abandoned by the. few 
who still blindly cling io it. 

Mat10nry can no longer h9pe to stand witlaout 
criticism in this age of inquiry. There ia a spirit 
abroad which does not ,Jlesitate to catch Antiquity 
by its gray beard, stare into its ~kled face, 
and demand upon what authority, of right rea• 
son, or authentic history, it founds its pretena.iona. 
The masonic tradition can not hope to e8cape ex· 
amination in its tarn ; and, when it ia examined, 
it will not stand th.e test as claiming to be Ai#(w. 
icallv true. Il, then, we have no explanation to 
oifer, it mast be dilcarded, and take its place 
among many other ezploded legends of the past. 
By showing, however, that it ill not ~ as 

an actual history, but ia really a anbllme allegory 
of great antiquity, teaching the profoandest troths 
of astronomy, and inculcating, by an ancient sys­
tem of types, symbols, and emblems, an exalted 
code of morals, we ~t onlle reply to and disarm 
all that kind of criticism. The masonic Order is 
thus placed on a loltier pbne, and assumes ~ poai· 
tion which challenges the respect and admiration 

. of both the learned and virtuous ; the learned, 
because they will thus be enabled to reeognize it 
as the :depository \Jf an ancient system of acieniific 
knowledge ; the virtuous, because the Order also 
stands revealed to them u having becm ia past 
ages the preserver of true worship, and the teach~r 
of morality and brotherly love. lt has been the 
boast ef masonry that its ritual contained great 
scientific as well as moral truths. While this was 
plainly tho fact as to the moral teachings of oar 
Order, to a large number of our moat intelligent 
brothers the key which alone could unlock the 
masonic treasury of acientijlc trnt.h appeared to 
ha.ve been lost. We believe that key is at length 
restore<l; for, if the masonic traditions and legends, 
";th the ritual illustrating them. are regarded 
as astronomical allegories, the light of acientiic 
truth is at onee seen to illuminate and permeate 
every part. If the explanation given in the fore­
going pages is correct, any person who fully an· 
derstands the meaning and intention .of the le­
gends and ceremonies, symb,ola aud emblems of 
our Order, is neceasarily well informed ~ to the 
sciences of astronomr and geometry, which form 
the foundation of all the others. 

. And why ia not· the explanati~n "correct? Have 
you ever considered the "cal~us of probabili· 
ties," as applled to a subject like this? That 
m.aSonry ,tJbould contain .a siJ!gle allaaion ~ the 
sun, might happen, and implJ' nothing. . The 
same might be-said i! lt ~ontained ~ut tbfte or 
four ; but when we find that" the name of· the 
Order, the form, dimenaions, lighti, o~ameilta, 
and furniture of its lodges,. and all the emblems, 
symbols,. ceremonies, WQ.rda. and signs, without 
exceptioa, allude to' the annual qiroait of the-ean 
-that astronomical ideas ed solar symbols are 
interwoven bito the nry texture of the whole 
institution, and, what ia atUl more signi6cant, 
that there i8 such a Aarmony of~ existing 
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between all eMil a.ttronomical anl#ioru as to 
render the tDI&ou ritual capable of a perfect and 
utUral interpretation as an astronomical allegory, 
tDI&ich ;, also one 'and complete-the probability 
'that. it was Of'iginallv 10 ~rkd is overwhelm­
ing, and amounts to a positive demonstration. 
There are millions of probabUitie11 to one against 
the the01-y of the allegory being accidental and 
not designed. 

Can any reasonable mind suppose that, when 
Bunyan wrote his "Pilgrim's Progress," the stor;,y 
was an allegory of the trials and triumphs of a 
Christian life by an accident only, and t.ha.t the 
author of it never intended or designed the alle­
gory at all P Yet ~e astronomical allegory of 
the masonic legend pervades all parts of it, and is 
just as complete and perfect when e:s::unined as tho 
allegory of the travels, combats, adnnt.nres, and 
temptations of the hero of "Pilgrim's Progre&&" 
The probability that Bunyan wrote his book with· 
out any intention of making it an allegory, and 
that it became so by accident, is just about aa 
reasonable an idea to entertain as that the masonic 
legend and the emblems illustrating it were not· 
originally designed to be what we have shown 
that they are-a profound and beautiful astro­
nomical allegory. 

.As to the antiquity of masonry, that, we hav~ 
shown, rests on an astronomical basis, and eubles 
ua to mathematically demonstTate its remote ori- · 
gin, independent of the uncertain and dim light 
of ancient histo~ or tradition. It is true that its 
enct date can not be bed, but the proof that 
masonry is of great antiquity, and was foanded 
by men of profound knowledge and e:s:alted vir­
tue, is conclasive : m~n of great learning, because· 
their scientific knowledge lies embalmed in their 
work to this day ; men of e:s:alted virtue, because 
our ritual inculcates a code of morality never 
equaled or. excelled until the promulgation in 
later times of the New Testament. · 

The method by which the·annual progress of 
the" sun in the zodi!'c is .lllustrated, in our e:a:pl•­
nation of the masonic allegory, ·also affords a key 
to the pater part of ancient mythology, the tales 
of which are founded upon the aame basis, and 
are but 10 many ~erent allegoriea of the same 
astronomical facts. When these stories were first 

. invented by the learned, for the twofold parpoae 
of preserving and coucf'aling the trntha of astron­
omy,· the parallel was, of course, more perfectly 
presened in each, throughout . the whole uarra­
tive, tbau it is iu the forms in which they have 
come down to us. Being orally transmitted, they 
underwent, i11 the lapse of long periods of time, 
material alterations ; and particulan, not in entire 
hannony with the original allegory, were intro­
duced in order to make the stories more in corre­
spondence with the incidents of actual human life. 
The vulgar, who did not uodemtand the true 
meaning of these astronomical parables, were 
most prone to make these changes. For these 
reasons tlle parallel and allegory will not be 
found perfect in every particular in some of 
them, yet in all of them. enough remains of the 
original features to render it euy to illustrate 
them and their true meaning, without any mate­
rial alteration· of the zodia<:al diagram by which 
we have explained tbe masonia legend of Hiram. 
It would, no doubt, be interesting to thws e:~:plain 
and interpret other mythological tales of antiq· 
uity, but the desired limits and apecial purpose 
of this work forbid. Having, however, pointed 
i)Ut the key which will unlock them all, and the 
method by which to conduct such an investiga­
tion, those of n1y readers who are cwious in such 
matters -w-ill find their time not lost if employed 
!n a more extended examination, from an astro­
nomical point of -riew, of the poetical and won· 
derful adventures of the gods. 

Whatever doubt may rest upon the origin of 
masonry, or obscwity exist as to the people among 
whom it first wu established, it is certainly the 
most venerable and ancient of all exi11ting insti· 
tutions organized by man. The very obscurity as 
to its origin, which is lost in the dim distance of 
by-gone ages, testifies to ita real antiquity. Ita 
lodges e:a:ist in all lands, and the sound of the 
Worshipful Master's gavel, as be ealls the breth­
ren to• order, " following the sun in his co~ 
encircles the globe." · 

Its principles are as universal aa its diffuaion. 
No diiference of race or color, ooutry., clime, 
language, or religion, e:a:cludes any worthy and 
moral man from our Order. Only the atheist, 
the madman, or the fool, the vicioaa, imbecile, 



CONCLUSION. Ill 

depraved, or degraded, are forbidden to enter oar 
ranka, and share bi all the rights, bonora, and 
benefits of our ancient fraternity. 

At our assemblies meet in harmony thv CJuia.. 
tian, the Hebrew, the Mohammedan, the Buddhist, 
and the Brahman, the followEI'II of Confucius aud 
the disciplea of Zoroaster. At the masouic altar 
all these may o.ffer their adoration to the aame 
great Being in whom they all believe. the !!Upreme 
great Architect of the univene-thua preaenting 
a aublime spectacle of the " fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man." 

The institution has frequeniiy in times past 
gone through the fires of penecution, but only 
to rise again with its wonderful vitality renewed, 
and the purity and truth of its principles vindi­
cated. At the pt·esent day it is not only one of 
the most popular, but also one of the most power· 
ful and widespread, of all organizations. 

While the fraternity is day by day drawing 
to its ranks the most intellige~t and virtuons · 
everywhere, a growing interest is also manifest 
among the memben of the Order itself, and a 
disposition to inquire more fully into its origin 
and history, as well as to study its peculiar and 
beautiful syBtem or ancient symbolical instruction. 
It is to be hoped that this newly awakeued in­
terest among masons will inct-ease and bear abun­
dant fruit, for in the ritual and emblems of our 
Order is a treasury of Ul:ieful knowledge and sub-

lime truth which at every step will amply re­
ward hiin who diligently seeks. The nbject ia 
profound enough to enlist the highest intellect 
aud the most ~complished scbolanhip. These 
investigations should be aided by all masou, and 
those engaged in them be encouraged to briDg 
the reaults of their labon into the lodge-room, aud 
communicate them for the benefit of all the breth· 
ren. Our assemblies would thu-. be made more 
in"teresting, and great benefits in v;moua ways 
result to the fraternity. 
· It is the hope of the author that this work 
will at least aid in ·creating a greater interest 
among masons as to the history of oar Order, and 
the true meaning of ita ancient and wonderful rit­
ual It is not expected that all readers will adopt 
the views of the writer ; it is quite probable, on 
the oontrary, that some will emphatically di.uent 
from them, and, maybe, violently oppose them.· 
But if those who disagree with the author are 
only induced to take a more enlarged view of the 
whole""subjeet than formerly, and if in their opin· 
ion the writer is wrong in his theory as to the 
origin and signification of certain portion~ of oar 
ritual, will themselves endeavor to discover thto 
true solution, he will be amply aatisfied with the 
results of his labors ; for, although the author 
may not have discovered the truth himself, he 
will, perchance. thua be the canse of others doiag 
&o, and in this be will have his reward. 
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