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" How pure at heart and sound in head, 
With what Divine affections bold, 
Should be the man whose thoughts would hold 

An hour's communion with the dead ! " 
-Tmnyaon. 

" I merely mean to say what Johnson said, 
That in the course of some six thousand years, 

All nations have believed that from the dead 
A visitant at intervals appears ; 

And what is strangest upon this strange head 
Is, thst whatever bar the reason rears 

'Gainst such belief, there's something stronger still 
In its behalf, let those deny who will." 

-Byron. 
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" I confess I am much inclined to assert the existence of immaterial 
beings in this world, and to class my soul itself in the category of these 
beings.'' -Kant. 

" I am perfectly convinced that I have both seen and heard, in a 
manner which should make unbelief impossible, things called spiri
tual, which cannot be taken by a rational being to be capable of 
explanation by imposture, coincidence, or mistake. So far I feel the 
ground firm under me. "-Profeuor de Morgan, Pretrident of the Mathe
matical Society of London. 

"There is but one question I would ask the author, Is the Spiritual
ism of this work foreign to our materialistic, manufacturing age !
No; for amidst the varieties of mind which divers circumstances pro
duce are found those who cultivate man's highest faculties ; to these 
the author addresses himself. But even in the most cloudless skies 
of scepticism I see a rain-cloud, if it be no bigger than a man's hand; 
it is modem Spiritualism."-Lot-d BrOfl{JI&am, in the Priface to 0. 0. 
GrOom Napiet·'s "Book of Nature." 

" That the dead are seen no more, I will not undertake to maintain 
against the concurrent testimony of all ages and all nations. There is 
no people rude or unlearned, among whom apparitions of the dead 
are not related and believed. This opinion, which prevails as far as 
human nature is diffused, could become universal only by its truth ; 
those that never heard of one another would not have agreed in a tale 
which nothing but experience could make credible. That it is doubted 
by single cavillers can very little weaken the general evidence ; and 
some who deny it with their tongnes confess it with their fears."
Dr. JohniiO'Il. 
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PSYCHIC FACTS. 

--
ELEMENTARY INFORMATION 

FOR INQUIRERS INTO SPIRITUALISM. 

BY THE EDITOR. 

THE object of the present work is to furnish inquirers 
with a little information about the nature of Modern 
Spiritualism, accompanied by the testimony of good 
scientific and intellectual authorities that the pheno
mena are real and abundant, consequently that a large 
field of facts is open for further exploration. 

Although in all ages and countries the phenomena 
of Spiritualism have been more or less known, and 
have been in some cases carefully studied by individual 
observers, their continuous and orderly evolution, in 
their more modern form, is usually dated from March 
31st, 1848, when the "Hydesville Disturbances" were 
discovered to be governed by an unseen intelligence, 
and a method of signalling messages between the two 
worlds was devised and adopted. 

A 
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2 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

In December, 1847, Mr. and Mrs. Fox and two of 
their children, little Katie and Maggie, all Wesleyan 
Methodists, took a small house in the village of 
Hydesville, Wayne County, New York State, and 
were frequently disturbed at night by noises which 
they at first attributed to rats and mice. An authori
tative and trustworthy account of these early incidents 
in connection with Spiritualism was carefully drawn 
up by Mr. Robert Dale Owen, and published ,by him 
in his Footfalls· un the Boundary of .A.notker World.* 
Mr. Qwen gives the following account of the develop
ment ~.of the phenoll?-ena after the lapse of the first 
month:-

" During the next month (January I 848) the noises 
began to assume the character of slight knockings, 
heard at night in the bedroom ; sometimes appearing 
to sound from the cellar beneath. At first Mrs. Fox 
sought to persuade herself this might be but the 
hammering of a shoemaker, in a house hard by, sitting 
up late at work. But further observation showed 
that the sounds, whencesoever proceeding, originated 
in the house. For not only did the knockings gradu
ally become more distinct, and not only were they 
heard first in one part of the house, then in another, 
but the family finally remarked that these raps, even 
when not very loud, often caused a motion, tremulous 

* Pooifali8 011 the Boundo.ey of .Anodur World. By Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly Member of Congress, and Ameriean Minister to 
Naples. Triibner & Co., London. I86o. 
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INFORMATION FOR INVESTIGATORS. 3 

rather than a sudden jar, of the bedsteads and chairs, 
sometimes of the floor; a motion which was quite per
ceptible to the touch when a hand was laid on the 
chairs, which was sometimes sensibly felt at night in 
the slightly oscillating motion of the bed, and which 
was occasionally perceived as a sort of vibration even 
when standing on the floor. 

'"After a time, also, the noises varied in their 
character, sounding occasionally like distinct footfalls 
in the different rooms. 

" Nor were the disturbances, after a month or two 
had passed, confined to sounds. Once something 
heavy, as if a dog, seemed to lie at the feet of the 
children ; but it was gone before the mother could 
come to their aid. Another time (this was late in 
March) Kate felt as if a cold hand lay on her face. 
Occasionally, too, the bed-clothes were pulled during 
night. Finally chairs were moved from their places. 
So, on one occasion, was the dining-table. 

"The disturbances, which had been limited to occa
sional knockings throughout February and the early 
part of March, gradually increased, towards the close 
of the latter month, in loudness and frequency, so 
seriously as to break the rest of the family. Mr. Fox 
and his wife got up night after night, lit a candle, 
and thoroughly searched every nook and comer of 
the house ; but without any result. They discovered 
nothing. When the raps came on a door, Mr. Fox 
would stand, ready to open the moment they were 
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4 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

repeated. But this expedient, too, proved unavailing. 
Though he opened the door on the instant, there was 
no one to be seen. Nor did he or Mrs. Fox ever 
obtain the slightest clue to the cause of these dis
turbances." 

Mr. Dale Owen subsequently narrates how, on the 
night of Friday, March 31st, 1848, the mystery was 
thus solved:-

"The parents had had the children's beds removed 
into their bedroom, and strictly enjoined them not to 
talk of noises even if they heard them. But scarcely 
had the mother seen them safely in bed, and was 
returning to rest herself, when the children cried out, 
' Here they are again ! ' The mother chid them, and 
lay down. Thereupon the noises became louder and 
more startling. The children sat up in bed. Mrs. Fox 
called in her husband. The night being windy, it 
suggested itself to him that it might be the rattling of 
the sashes. He tried several, shaking them to see if 
they were loose. Kate, the youngest girl, happened to 
remark that as often as her father shook a window
sash the noises seemed to reply. Being a lively child, 
and in a measure accustomed to what was going on, 
she turned to where the noises were, snapped her 
fingers, and called out, ' Here, old Splitfoot, do as I do.' 
The knocking instamly responded. 

" This was the very commencement. . Who can tell 
where the end will be? " 

The unseen disturber of the peace was then asked to 
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INFORMATION FOR INVESTIGATORS. 5 

spell out a message, by rapping every time the right 
letter was reached when the alphabet was called over 
by Katie Fox. In this way a message was obtained, 
to the effect that the communicant was a pedlar, who 
had been murdered in the house by persons who had 
inhabited it some years previously ; he moreover said 
that his remains had been buried in the cellar. Great 
commotion in Hydesville was the result. The noises 
were heard by many, and could not be explained. 
Upon digging in the cellar, some human hair, bones, 
and portions of a skull were found, and the ground had 
evidently been dug up before to a considerable depth. 
Ignorance and persecution then beg!lll to do their work. 
One day the Fox family had to escape from the back 
of the house while a mob was besieging the front. But 
into more details it would be foreign to my purpose 
to enter. 

The rapping noises were found to accompany little 
Katie and Maggie Fox wherever they went, and some
times began with certain individuals-mediums-who 
chanced to sit in the same room with them; thus in
formation was gradually gained how to develop the 
phenomena almost anywhere by forming family circles 
at home. 

From such simple beginnings did this great move
ment spread, until at the present time it has adherents 
in all parts of the civilised world, and possesses about 
forty periodicals, as well as a literature of hundreds of 
volumes. In America it has three weekly newspapers, 
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6 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

and in England two, besides several published monthly. 
In the United States its weekly periodicals are The 
Banner of Light (Boston), The Religio-Pkilosophical 
Journal (Chicago), and a new one, Mind and Matter 
(Philadelphia). In England the weekly newspapers 
are The Spiritualist and The Medium. In France 
Spiritualism is chiefly represented by the Rem!.e Spirite; 
Belgium, Le Me88ager; Germany, Psychic Studies; Italy, 
.A.nnali dello Spiritismo; Spain, El Criterio Espiritista; 
Australia, The Harbinger of Ligkt. About three dozen 
monthly Spiritual periodicals are published in various 
parts of the world. Spiritualism also has scores of 
organisations. 

Among the best works on phenomenal Spiritualism 
are :-Primitive (Jkristianity and Modtrn Spiritual
ism (2 vols.), by Eugene Crowell, M.D.; The Debat
able Land, and Footfalls on the Boundary of .Another 
World, by the Ron. Robert Dale Owen ; Re&f.arckes 
in the Phenomena of Spiritualism, by William Crookes, 
F.RS. ; Miracles and Modtrn Spiritualism, by Alfred 
R. Wallace ; Planckette, by Epes Sargent ; " The 
Report on Spiritualism of the Dialectical Society 
(Longmans); Psychography, by M.A., Oxon.; Spirit
Identity, by M.A., Oxon.; Concerning Spiritualism, 
by Gerald Massey; Rifts in the Veil, by various 
authors; and other books too numerous to mention. A 
work of mine, Spirits Before our Eyes, deals with the 
facts, nature, and philosophy of spontaneous apparitions. 
Spiritual and mesmeric phenomena are closely allied, 
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• INFORMATION FOB INVESTIGATORS. 7 

and the best large work on Mesmerism is that written 
by the late Mr. William Gregory, M.D., F.RS.E. 
The best small text-book is Metmterism, with Hints/or 
Beginners, by Captain John James, formerly of the 
goth Light Infantry. .All Baron Du Po~t's and 
Deleuze's works on Mesmerism contain valuable in
formation. Professor Zollner's Transcendental Physics 
is a remarkable work, translated by Mr. C. C. Massey. 

The phenomena of Spiritualism are so at variance 
with the ordinary experience of outsiders, that it is but 
natural that the public should be slow tQ admit their 
reality ; and conviction is most quickly effected at 
home by holding a family stance with no stranger, no 
Spiritualist, and no professional medium present. The 
door of the l'OOm should be locked, and arrangements 
made that nobody shall entera and no interruption 
made during a trial sitting of one hour's duration. 

One influential condition favouring good manifesta
tions is that the medium shall be thoroughly comfortable 
and happy, and shall have full confidence in all the 
spectators present, so as to easily pass into the uncon
scious trance state, witho.ut the slightest fear of the 
occurrence of anything disagreeable. Few persons can 
pass comfortably into a state of sleep or trance, when 
they believe themselves to be surrounded by spectators 
who are thirsting for their blood. Tricks played by 
ignorant persons at ~ might result in the medium 
waking in the next world instead of this one. Another 
favourable condition is that the medium shall have had 
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8 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

no seance in the early part of the same day, because the 
manifestations drain his vital powers ; and if these 
powers are drawn upon during the first part of the day, 
he may not recover his full vitality by the evening. A 
third condition-attention to which often results in 
splendid stances-is this, that the medium shall go to 
bed in the middle of the day, after a good meal, and 
take several hours' sound sleep ; then, when thus 
thoroughly refreshed in mind a.nd body, only a light 
meal, such as tea, should be taken before the sitting. 

A medium is a mesmeric sensitive, and anything 
which makes him nervous or anxious tends to stop 
manifestations ; inducing in him a state of anxiety of 
mind about the results, is one of the surest methods of 
stopping manifestations altogether. These matters are 
understood by Spiritualists, the more experienced of 
whom usually make sure, to some extent, of good 
manifestations, by admitting only one or two dis
believers to their stances at a time, and instructing 
them how to comply with the conditions. 

One or more persons possessing medial powers 
without knowing it are to be found in nearly every 
household, and about one new circle in three, formed 
according to the following instructions, obtains the 
phenomena:-

I. Let arrangements be made that there shall be no 
interruption for one hour during the sitting of the 
circle. 

2. Let the circle consist of four, five, or six individuals, 
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about the same number of each sex. Sit in subdued 
light, but sufficient to allow everything to be seen 
clearly, round an uncovered wooden table, with all the 
palms of the hands in contact with its top surface. 

hrmds touch each 

an acrid feeling 

not is not 

the mani
them is 

4. Before the manifestations begin, it is well to 
engage in general conversation or singing, and it is 
best that neither should be of a frivolous nature. 

s. The first symptom of the invisible power at work 
is oft2tr2 like a cool wi:ud over the 
hands, indications will he table-

rrwtions of the table produced 
freely, confusion let otru:s speak: 
he should talk to the table as to an intelligent being. 
Let him tell the table that three tilts or raps mean 
"Yes," one means "No," and two " Doubtful," and ask 
whether the arrangement is understood. If three 
signals be given in answer, then say, "If I speak the 
letten'l alphabet slowly, every 

the letter 
Should three sign<l1rJ b(s 

and from tluti 
system of communication is established. 

7· Possibly symptoms of other forms of mediumship, 



10 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

such as trance or clairvoyance, may develop ; the 
better class of messages, as judged by their religious 
and philosophical merits, usually accompany such mani
festations rather than the more objective phenomena.. 
After the manifestations are obtained, the observers 
should not go to the other extreme and give way to 
an excess of credulity, but should believe no more 
about them or the contents of messages than they are 
forced to do by undeniable proof. 

8. Should no results be obtained at the first two 
seances because no medium chances to be present, try 
again with other sitters. A medium is usually a very 
impulsive individual, and sensitive to mesmeric influ
ences. A man who has been put to sleep by a mes
merist on a public platform, is almost certain to prove 
to be a medium when he sits in a spirit circle. 
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ELEMENTARY PSYCHICAL PHENOMENA 
EXPERIMENTALLY TESTED.• 

BY RoBERT HARE, M.D., 

ProjUIOr of Chemi&t:g at ths Uniflerlity of Penfll'!lltJania. 

I CONTRIVED an apparatus which, if spirits were actu
ally concerned in the phenomena, would enable them 
to exercise their physical and intellectual power inde
pendently of control by any medium. 

Upon a pasteboard disc, A, Fig. 1, more than a foot 

li'I.G. •• 

• From~ z,_,&igalim& of Cl&e Spirit MnvuiiRiolll, 
by Robert Hare, M.D. Charlea Partridge, New York. 1858. Dr. 
Hare was the inventor of 1:he oxy-hydrogen blowpipe, and of Hare's 
galvaiiic battery described in most text-books on electricity.-ED. 
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12 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

in diameter, the letters cut out from an alphabet card 
were nailed around the circumference, as much as 
possible deranged from the usual alphabetic order. 
About the centre a small pulley, B, was secured, of 
about two and a half inches in diameter, fitting on an 
axletree which passed through the legs of the table, 
D, about six int:hes from the top. Two weights were 
provided-one of about eight pounds, E, the other 
about two pounds, F. These were attached one to 
each end of a cord wound about the pulley, and placed 
upon the floor immediately under it. Upon the table 
a screen, H, of sheet zinc was fastened, behind which 
the medium was to be seated, so that she could not 
see the letters on the disc. A stationary vertical wire, 
K, attached to the axle, served for an index. 

On tilting ·the table the cord would be unwound 
from the pulley an the side of the larger weight, being 
wound up simultaneously to an equivalent extent on 
the side of the small weight, causing the pulley and 
disc to rotate about the axle. Restoring the table to 
its normal position, the smaller weight being allowed 
to act unresisted upon the cord and pulley, the rota
tion would be reversed. Of course, any person actuat
ing the table, and seeing the letters, could cause the 
disc so to rotate as to bring any letter under the 
index ; but should the letters be concealed from the 
operator, no letter required could be brought under 
the index at will. Hence it was so contrived that 
neither the medium seated at the table behind the 
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• 
DR. HARE'S EXPERIMENTS. 13 

screen, nor any other person so seated, could, by tilt
ing the table, bring any letter of the alphabet under 
the index, nor spell out any word requested. 

These arrangements being made, an accomplished 
lady, capable of serving in the required capacity, was 
so kind as to assist me by taking her seat behind the 
screen, while I took my seat in front of the disc. 

I then said, " If there be any spirit present, please 
to indicate the affirmative by causing the letter Y to 
come under the index." Forthwith this letter . was 
brought under the index. 

" Will the spirit do us the favour to give the initials 
of his name 1 " The letters R. H. were successively 
brought under the index. " My honoured father ? " 
said I. The letter Y was again brought under the 
index. 

" Will my father do me the favour to bring the 
letters under the index in alphabetical order? " Im
mediately the disc began to revolve so as to produce 
the desired result. After it had proceeded as far as 
the middle of the alphabet, I requested that the name 
of Washington should be spelt out by the same pro
cess. This feat was accordingly performed, as well as 
others of like nature. • 

I urged that the experiment was of immense im
portance, if considered as proving a spirit to be present, 

• In this experiment the hands of the medium were placed on the 
table at N, and the table was tilted in the usual way by the spirits, by 
lifting the legs from T, or R.-ED. 

,.r 
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14 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

and "to have actuated the .apparatus, affording thus 
precise experimental proof of the immortality of the 
soul ; that a matter of such moment should not be 
considered as conclusively decided until every pos
sible additional means of verification should be em
ployed. 

This led my companions to accuse me of extreme 
incredulity. The medium said she should not deem it 
worth while to sit for me again, and one of the gentle
men sat hiinself down by the fireside! declaring me 
to be "insusceptible of con1iction, and that be would 
now give me up." 

N evertbeless, the medium, relenting, gave me 
another sitting at her own dwelling a few days after
wards, when I bad improved the apparatus by em
ploying two stationary weights by which the cord 
actuating the pulley, as in the drill-bow process, was 
made to pull it round by a horizontal motion of the 
table supported on castors, instead of the t~ting 

motion. The results confirmed those previously re
ceived. 

On the following week I took my apparatus to the 
bouse of a Spiritualist, where a circle was to meet. 
The apparatus being duly arranged, a lady whom I 
had never noticed before, and by whom my apparatus 
was seen for the first tiine, sat down at my table 
behind the screen. The spirit of an uncle who had 
left this life was invoked by this medium. Her invo
cation was successful ; the spirit spelt his name out in 
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DR. HARE'S EXPERIMENTS. IS 
full Other names were spelt out at request. Here 
was repetition of the former demonstration. 

.Although the requisite letters were ultimately found, 
there was evidently some difficulty, as if there was 
some groping for them with an imperfect light. This 
has been explained since by my father's spirit. He 
alleges that, preferably, the eyes of the medium would 
be employed, but that, although with difficulty, he 
used mine as a substitute. 

But although, with a view to convince the sceptical, 
spirits will occasionally give manifestations when the 
vision or muscular control of the medium is nullified, 
it is more difficult for them to operate in this way; 
moreover, it is ·more difficult for some spirits than for 
others. 

Those spirits by whom I obtained my test manifes
tations were interested in my success. Others have 
refused to aid me in like manner. One who has 
assisted me with much zeal has communicated that he 
would work my apparatus when arranged for a test, but 
that, as it caused much more exertion, and, of course, 
retardation, he advised that the test arrangement should 
not be interposed when it could be avoided. . . . 

The table, Fig. 2, at this stage of my inquiry, was 
not more than thirty inches in length. 1 had improved 
the construction in the following way :-

Two of the legs were furnished with castors, through 
holes duly bored. Through perforations in the other 
two legs a rod was introduced, serving as an axle to 
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16 PSYCWC FACTS. 

two wheels of about five inches in diameter. One of 
these wheels, A, was grooved so as to carry a band 
which extended around the pulley of the disc, B. 
Hence, pushing the table nine inches horizontally, by 
the necessary rotation of the supporting wheels, caused 
the disc to make a complete revolution. It was while 
the table was of the size above mentioned that I first 
saw the violent action to which they might be sub
jected without any corresponding or commensurate 
visible cause. The hand of the medium being laid 
upon the table at about half-way between the centre 

F1o .... 

and the nearest edge, it moved as if it were animated, 
jumping like a restive horse. 

Having my apparatus thus prepared, a medium sat 
at my table, the screen intercepting her view of the 
disc. No manifestation took place through the disc, 
though other indications of the presence of spirits 
were given. Hence, inducing the medium to sit at an 
ordinary table, I inquired if any change could be made 
which would enable them to communicate through my 
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DR. HARE'S EXPERIMENTS. 17 

apparatus. The reply through the alphabetic card 
was, " Let the medium see the letters." At first, ito 
struck me that this would make the experimen1t abor
tive, as it would remove the condition by which alone 
independency of interference by the medium was 
secured. However, it soon occurred that, by means of 
a metallic plate, K, made quite true, and some brass 
balls, like billiard balls, with which I was provided, I 
could neutralise the power of the medium to move the 
table, so that she could not influence the selection of 
the letters, though permitted to see them. 

·Accordingly, as soon almost as the medium placed 
her hands on the plate resting on the ball, and with
out any other communication with the table, the disc 
began to re·volve in such a way as to bring the letters 
under the index in due alphabetical order. After
wards various names were spelled and communications 
were made. At subsequent sittings the grandfather 
and brother of the medium manifested their presence 
successively by spelling their names on the disc. My 
father, by means of this apparatus, gave me the name 
of an uncle who was killed by the Arabs nearly 
seventy years ago. In order that, without any possi
bility of contact with the legs, the medium might sit 
at the table, the length was subsequently extended to 
six feet, being so made as to separate into three parts, 
for convenience in carrying from one place to another. 

A board, or tray on castors, was sometimes used as a 
support for the hands of the medium, being interposed 

B 
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PSYCHIC FACTS. 

between the hands and the table. On one occasion, 
where the hands of the medium were supported by 
the plate and ball upon this tray, it was moved briskly 
to and fro upon the table, the hands of the medium 
and the ball and plate accompanying the motion. 

On various subsequent occasions I have had this 
experiment of putting the hands of the medium on a 
plate and balls repeated, and with the same result. 
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EXPERIMENTS WITH PSYCHICAL 
PHENOMENA.* 

BY WILLIAll CROOKE!!, F.R.S. 

ON trying these experiments for the first time, · I 
thought that actual contact between Mr. Home's hands 
and the suspended body whose weight was to be 
altered was essential to the exhibition of the force ; 
but I found afterwards that this was not a necessary 
condition, and I therefore arranged my apparatus in 
the following manner:-

The accompanying cuts (Figs. 1, 2, 3) explain the 
arrangement. Fi{J. 1 is a general view, and Figs. 2 

and 3 show the essential parts more in detail. The 
reference letters are the same in each illustration. 

* Extracted from an article entitled, " Some Further Experiments 
on Psychic Force," published in The Qturrtmy Jov.mal of Bcier&u, 
October 1, 1871. Mr. Crookes, editor of PM Oktmical NerDI, is the 
discoverer of the new metal, thallium ; he is a.Iao the devisor of the 
radiometer, and the discoverer of the supra-gaseous state in which 
matter exists in high vacua. He desires me to state that he cannot 
undertake to enter into correspondence with the great number of 
strangers who write to him about psychical phenomena, his time being 
now fully occupied by the attention he is giving to other subjects.
ED. 
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A B is a mahogany board 36 inches long by 9i inches 
wide, and 1 inch thick. It is suspended at the end, B, 

a P 

FIG ••• 

by a spring balance, C, furnished with an automatic 
register, D. The balance is suspended from a very 
firm tripod support, E. 

The following piece of apparatus is not shown in the 
figures. To the moving index, 0, of the spring balance, 
a fine steel point is soldered, projecting horizontally 
outwards. In front of the balance, and firmly fastened 
to it, is a grooved frame carrying a flat box similar to 
the dark box of a photographic camera. This box is 
made to travel by clock-work horizontally in front of 
the moving index, and it contains a sheet of plate-glass 
which has been smoked over a flame. The projecting 
steel point impresses a mark on this smoked surface. 
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If the balance is at rest, and the clock set going, the 
result is a perfectly straight horizontal line. If the 
clock is stopped, and weights are placed on the end, B, 
of tlie board, the result is a vertical line, whose length 
depends on the weight applied. If, whilst the clock 
draws the plate along, the weight of the board (or the 
tension on the balance) varies, the result is a curved 

F10. 2. 

line, from which the tension in grains at any moment 
during the continuance of the experiments can be cal
culated. 

The instrument was capable of registering a diminu
tion of the force of gravitation as well as an increase ; 
registrations of such a diminution were frequently 
obtained. To avoid complication, however, I will only 
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here refer to results in which an increase of gravitation 
was experienced. 

The end, B, of the board being supported by the 
spring balance, the end, A, is supported on a wooden 
strip, F, screwed across its lower side and cut to a 
knife edge (see Fig. 3). This fulcrum rests on a firm 

Flo. 3· 

and heavy wooden stand, G H. On the board, exactly 
over the fulcrum, is placed a large glaBB vessel filled 
with water, I. L is a massive iron stand, furnished 
with an arm and a ring, M N, in which rests a hemi
spherical copper vessel perforated with several holes 
at the bottom. 
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The iron stand is 2 inches from the board, A B, 
and the arm and copper vessel, M N, are so adjusted 
that the latter dips into the water Il inches, being 5l 
inches from the bottom of I, and 2 inches from its 
circumference. Shaking or striking the arm, M, or the 
vessel, N, produces no appreciable mechanical effect 
on the board, A B, capable of affecting the balance. 
Dipping the hand to the fullest extent into the water 
in N does not produce the least appreciable action on 
the balance. 

As the mechanical transmission of power is by this 
means entirely cut off between the copper vessel and 
the board, A B, the power of muscular control is 
thereby completely elim~ated. 

For convenience I will divide the experiments into 
groups 1, 2, 3, &c., and I have selected one special 
instance in each to describe in detail Nothing, how
ever, is mentioned which has not been repeated more 
than once, and in some cases verified, in Mr. Home's 
absence, with another person possessing similar powers. 

There was always ample light in the room where 
the experiments were conducted (my own dining-room) 
to see all that took place. 

EXPERIMENT I.-The apparatus having been properly 
adjusted before Mr. Home entered the room, he was 
brought in, and asked to place his fingers in the water 
in the copper vessel, N. He stood up and dipped the 
tips of the fingers of his right hand in the water, his 
other hand and his feet being held. When he said he 
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felt a power, force, or influence proceeding from his 
hand, I set the clock going, and almost immediately 
the end, B, of the board was seen to descend slowly and 
remain down for about 10 seconds; it then descended 
a little further, and afterwards rose to its normal 
height. It then descended again, rose suddenly, gradu
ally sunk for 17 seconds, and finally rose to its normal 
height, where it remained till the experiment was con-

Seal~ of Secorub 
q s "' \e 11! r 

u :10 «J 
1 I I 

'L.----0 \r 
Flo. 4-

'l'he horizontal scale of eeconda shows the time occupied In the 
movements, the experiment laatfng one minute. The ver
tical scale ahowe the teuion In grainll e:o:erted on the balance 
at any moment. 

eluded. The lowest point marked on the glass was 
equivalent to a direct pull of about 5000 grains. The 
accompanying figure (4) is a copy of the curve traced 
on the glass. 

ExPERIMENT II. - Contact through water having 
proved to be as effectual as actual mechanical contact, 
I wished to see if the power or force could affect the 
weight, either through other portions of the apparatus 
or through the air. The glass vessel and iron stand, 
&c., were therefore removed, as an unnecessary compli
cation, and Mr. Home's hands were placed on the stand 
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of•the apparatus at P (Fig. I). A gentleman present 
put his hand on Mr. Home's hands, and his foot on 
both Mr. Home's feet, and I also watched him closely 
all the time. At the proper moment the clock was 

Flo. 5· 

In thla and the two following ftgure1 the scales, both vertical and horbontal, 
are the aune u ID Fig. 4• 

again set going; the board descended and rose in an 
irregular manner, the result being a curved tracing on 
the glass, of which Fig. S is a copy. 

ExPERIMENT III.-Mr. Home was now placed one 
foot from the board, A B, on one side of it. His hands 

OD 
FIG.6. 

and feet were firmly grasped by a bystander, and 
another tracing, of which J!lig. 6 is a copy, was taken 
on the moving glass plate. 

EXPERIMENT IV.-(Tried on an occasion when the 
power was stronger than on the previous occasions.) 
Mr. Home was now placed 3 feet from the apparatus, 
his hands and feet being tightly held. The clock was 
set going when he gave the word, and the end, B, of 
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the board soon descended, and again rose in -an 
irregular manner, as shown in Fig. 7· 

FIG. 7· 

The following series of experiments were tried with 
more delicate apparatus, and with another person, a 
lady, Mr. Home being absent. As the lady is non
professional, I do not mention her name. She has, 
however, consented to meet any scientific men whom I 
may introduce for purposes of investigation. 

A piece of thin parchment, A (Figs. 8 and 9), is 
stretched tightly across a circular hoop of wood. B C 

G 

FIG. 8. (Plan.) 

is a light lever turning on D. At the end, B, is a ver
tical needle-point touching the membrane, A, and at 
C is another needle-point projecting horizontally and 
touching a smoked glass plate, E F. This glass plate · 
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is drawn along in the direction H G by clock-work, K. 
The end, B, of the lever is weighted so that it shall 
quickly follow the movements of the centre of the 
disc, A. These movements are transmitted and re
corded on the glass plate, E F, by means of the lever 
and needle-point, C. Holes are cut in the side of the 
hoop to allow a free passage of air to the under side of 
the membrane. The apparatus was well tested before
hand by myself and others, to see that no shaking or 

G>~~~~~~~-+.~~:3~ 
\. ...-
i·.. .•'\ 

r::~::L~-:~~·=·=·:~: :·.-::~~~::..! 
• I 

i .~lf··.: ... ·o·· .. 
Flo. 9· (Bectton.) 

jar on the table or support would interfere with the 
results : the line traced by the point, 0, on the smoked 
glass was perfectly straight, in spite of all our attempts 
to influence the lever by shaking the stand or stamping 
on the floor. 

ExPERIMENT V.-Without having the object of the 
instrument explained to her, the lady was brought into 
the room and asked to place her fingers on the wooden 
stand at the points, L M (Fig. 8). I then placed my 
hands over hers, to enable me to detect any conscious 

Digitized by Coogle 



28 PSYCHIC FACTS. 

or unconscious movement on her part. Presently per.:. 
cussive noises were heard on the parchment, resembling 
the dropping of grains of sand on its surface. At each 
percussion, a fragment of graphite which I had placed 
on the membrane was seen to be projected upwards 
about 1-5oth of an inch, and the end, C, of the lever 
moved slightly up and down. Sometimes the sounds 
were as rapid as those from an induction-coil, whilst at 
others they were more than a second apart. Five or 
six tracings were taken, and in all cases a movement of 
the end, C, of the lever was seen to have occurred with 
each vibration of the membrane. 

Fro. 10. 

In some cases the lady's hands were not so near the 
membrane as L M, but were at N 0 (Fig. 9). 

The accompanying Fig. 10 gives tracings taken from 
the plates used on these occasions. 

ExPERIMENT VI.-Having met with these results in 
Mr. Home's absence, I was anxious to see what action 
would be produced on the instrument in his presence. 

Accordingly I asked him to try, but without explain
ing the instrument to him. 
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I grasped Mr. Home's right arm above the wrist, and 
held his hand over the membrane, about 10 inches 
from its surface, in the posi~ion shown at P (Fig. 9). 
His' other hand was held by a friend. After remaining 
in this position for about half a minute, Mr. Home said 
he felt some influence passing. I then set the clock 
going, and we all saw the index, C, moving up and 
down. The movements were much slower than in the 
former case, and were almost entirely unaccompanied 
by the percussive vibrations then noticed. 

Figs. 11 and 12 show the curves produced on the 
glass on two of these occasions. 

Figs. 10, 11, 12 are magnified. 
These experiments confirm beyond doubt the con

clusions at which I arrived in my former paper, 

Fro. n. 

namely, the existence of a force associated, in some 
manner not yet explained, with the human organisa
tion, by which force increased weight is capable of. 
being imparted to solid bodies without physical con
tact. In the case of Mr. Home, the development of 
this force varies enormously, not only from week to 
week, but from hour to hour; on some occasions the 
force is inappreciable by my tests for an hour or more, 
and then suddenly reappears in great strength. It is 
capable of acting at a distance from Mr. Home (not 
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unfrequently as far as two or three feet), but is always 
strongest close to him. 

Being firmly convinced that there could be no mani
festation of one form of force without the corresponding 
expenditure of some other form of force, I for a long 
time searched in vain for evidence of any force or 
power being used up in the production of these results. 

Now, however, having seen more of Mr. Home, I 
think I p~rceive what it is that this psychic force uses 
up for its development. In employing the terms 'Vital 

F10. 12. 

force or nervous e'Mrfl!l, I am aware that I am employ
ing words which convey very different significations to 
many investigators; but after witnessing the painful 
state of nervous and bodily prostration in which some 
of these experiments have left Mr. Home--after seeing 
him lying in an almost fainting condition on the floor, 
pale and speechless-! could scarcely doubt that the 
evolution of psychic force is accompanied by a corre
sponding drain on vital force. 

I have ventured to give this new force the name of 
Plr!Jckic Force, because of its manifest relationship to 
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certain psychological conditions, and because I was 
most desirous to avoid the foregone conclusions implied 
in the title under which it has hitherto been claimed, 
as belonging to a province beyond the range of experi
ment and argument. But having found that it is 
within the province of purely scientific research, it is 
entitled to be known by a scientific name, and I do 
not think a more appropriate one could have been 
selected. 
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PHENOMENA I HAVE SEEN. 

BY CROMWBLL FLBI.'l'WOOD v ARLEY, F.R.S., C. E.* 

IN No. 2520 of TM SpectatO'I', pages 1281 and 1282, 

there is a letter from Dr. Carpenter, who assumes that 
because there are impostors making money by bogus 
"spiritual manifestations," all "mediums" are impostors. 
He might with equal reason assert that, because frau
dulent merchants are occasionally brought to justice, 
therefore all merchants are rogues. 

Twenty-five years ago I was a hard-headed unbeliever, 
and when it was asserted that tables could be made to 
gyrate by means of " electricity and magnetism," the 
absurdity was too manifest for discussion. 

" Spiritual phenomena," however, suddenly and quite 
unexpectedly were soon after developed in my own 

• Mr. C. F. Varley was for many years chief engineer to the Electric 
and International Telegraph Company before the English telegraphs 
were bought up by the Government. He invented important portions 
of the apparatus then and now in common use. He also took an active 
part in rendering Atlantic telegraphy an accomplished fact ; and, in 
conjunction with his cousin Mr. Michael Faraday, and Sir William 
Thomson, was the first to discover and demonstrate the chief laws 
governing the transmission of electricity through long deep-sea cables. 
-ED. 
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family. Several coming events were correctly foretold, 
and I was naturally amazed; this led me to . inquire 
and to try numerous experiments in such a way as to 
preclude as much as circumstances would permit the 
possibility of trickery and self-deception. Some of 
these investigations have been published in various 
journals, and in the proceedings of the Dialectical 
Society. 

Prior to this I had frequently experimented with 
mesmerism as a curative agent, and had met With 
three clairvoyants with whom I had made many 
experiments. 

The late Professor de Morgan has written, "I am 
perfectly convinced that I have both seen and heard, 
in a manner which should make unbelief impossible, 
things called Spiritual, which cannot be taken by a 
rational being to be capable of explanation by impos
ture, coincidence, or mistake. So far I feel the ground 
firm under me." 

William Crookes, F.R.S., writes, "That certain phy
sical phenomena, such as the movement of material 
substances and the production of sounds resembling 
electric discharges, occur under circumstances in which 
they cannot be explained by any physical law at pre
sent known, is a fact of which I am as certain as I am 
of the most elementary fact in chemistry." 

I can fully endorse both of these statements. 
Some of the sub-committees of the Dialectical Society 

have left a record of them proceedings. They did not 
c 
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have recourse to paid or professional mediums. They 
sat time after time until the phenomena appeared. 

They report that ultimately they succeeded in getting 
a heavy table to move when no one was touching it; 
and when, in fact, no one was within some few feet of 
it. The room was well lighted at the time. 

I have twice seen a table move when no one was 
touching it. On one occasion, in my own house, when 
no one was within seven feet of the table, and while I 
was holding both the hands and feet of the medium, 
the table moved up to me. Several others were pre
sent, and all of us saw it. 

On another occasion I was sitting near a small table; 
the medium was almost six feet distant ; the table rose 
up more than twelve inches, and then moved horizon
tally about eight feet before it came down again. This 
was witnessed by four people. 

I have repeatedly seen tables (and other objects) lifted 
off the floor when our hands were resting upon them. 

Sometimes I have sat under the table with candles, 
while friends observed above to see that the table was 
not moved by either the bands or feet of those sitting 
around. 

When the table has been off the ground, I have men
tally wished the table to move north, east, west, or 
south, and it has immediately followed my unexpressed 
wish. 

A scent-bottle lying upon a mahogany table has been 
seen first to rock to and fro rapidly, and then to gyrate 
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while rocking rapidly for some minutes, no hands being 
near it. This was at a private house. 

I have been sitting in a chair in a well-lighted room, 
several feet from the medium, and my chair has been 
twisted half round so rapidly and violently as to nearly 
throw me off. 

Other and numerous phenomena have occurred, prov
ing the existence-(a) Of forces unknown to science; 
(b) the power of instantly reading my thoughts; (c) the 
presence of some intelligence or intelligences control
ling those powers. 

In America, in 1867-8, I had numerous opportunities 
of experimenting. 

In England I had experienced great unwillingness on 
the part of the mediums to submit to experiments. 

Miss K. Fox (now Mrs. Jencken) was introduced to 
me at the house of a solicitor (Mr. Townsend) by Mr. 
Livermore, a retired banker. After a few sittings Miss 
Fox consented to a series of experiments. 

Five cells of Grove's nitric-acid battery, two helices, 
an electro-magnet, key, switches, and wires were pro
cured by me, in order to see if there were any connec
tion between the psychic forces and those of electricity 
and magnetism. After a great many experiments, ex
tending over fifty or sixty hours, I was still unable to 
detect any distinct connecting link. Some of the experi
ments were conducted in the dark, but the majority of 
them in a bright light, and some in broad daylight. 

My battery was on a side table, and was there con-
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nected to a switch from which eight wires ran to the 
table at which we \\·ere ser.ted. 

Mr. and Mrs. Townsend, Mr. Livermore, Miss Fox, 
and I were always there, but on a few occasions we 
had sometimes one, sometimes two others. By means 
of the switch and keys I was able to operate in the 
dark, no one but myself being aware of the experiment 
I was trying. In fact, none of those present were 
acquainted with the laws of electricity. 

Two phenomena of importance only were obtained. 
1st. Whenever I took hold of a wire through which 
the current was passing, the "invisibles " always cor
rectly stated which way the electric current was flowing 
(assuming that the current flows from the positive to 
the negative pole). The second phenomenon was that 
whenever in, the dark I placed the helix around my 
head, the "invisibles" took no notice of it when no 
current was passing; but the moment I pressed down 
the key ~d caused a current to flow, loud raps were 
heard, the table rocked violently, and Miss Fox's hand 
would write out involuntarily a message to me to the 
effect that I ought not to place my head inside the 
helix, that it was prejudicial, and it gave them great 
uneasiness. I repeated this experiment on many occa
sions, and always with the foregoing result. 

Mr. Blackburn, of Manchester, requested me to test 
the materialisation phenomena, which occurred in ,the 
presence of Miss F. Cook (now Mrs. Corner). The 
experiments were conducted at the.house of Mr. J. C. 
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Luxmoore, in Gloucester Square, Hyde Park. The 
medium was treated like a telegraph cable, a current 
being sent from her right wrist along her right and left 
arms to her left wrist. She was tested for " continuity 
and resistance" all through the sitting. For this 
purpose a reflecting galvanometer, a box of standard 
resistances, the necessary keys and shunts, were em
ployed. 

By these means the medium could not break the cir
cuit for even the hundredth part of a second without 
the fact being instantly revealed ! Yet out came the 
"materialised Annie Morgan." She spoke to us and 
wrote before us on paper. She once appeared only 
half materialised from her waist upwards, the lower 
extremities being absent. 

I shook hands with this "materialised being," and at 
the conclusion of the sitting-which lasted, I believe, 
over an hour-I was instructed by "Annie Morgan" to 
go to the medium to demesmerise her. I found Miss 
Cook just as I had left her; the platinum wires were 
untouched, and she was in a deep trance, from which I 
speedily awoke her by "cross-passes." (I have else
where published the result of this experiment.) 

One of the phenomena which I experienced on this 
occasion was a great loss of power. I could with diffi
culty only support myself. 

I often experience this at "physical stancea," and to 
such an extent for years I have been obliged to abstain 
from them altogether. It is also a curious fact that 
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my presence often weakens and sometimes prevents the 
physical phenomena altogether. It was accordingly 
arranged that the experiments should be conducted by 
Mr. Crookes, at his house, and in my absence. We 
fixed the apparatus and devised various means of 
making .. the tests as indisputable as possible. 

He has conducted a long series of experiments, 
taking every precaution he could devise to avoid 
trickery, intentional or otherwise. 

It is simply impossible for even a thoroughly expe
rienced electrician to escape ·from the electric circuit 
without producing such an alteration of resistance as 
would proclaim the fact instantly. The doors and win
dows were sealed, the rooms were examined before and 
after the experiments, and yet the phenomena presented 
themselves before Mr. Crookes and other gentlemen 
quite as capable as Dr. Carpenter himself of correctly in
terpreting them. Any person who doubts Mr. Crookes's 
ability and accuracy of observation, should read his 
paper upon the determination of the atomic weight of 
thallium. Dr. Carpenter himself might study this with 
advantage. 

Dr. Carpenter attacked Mr. Crookes, Dr. Huggins, 
myself, and others some few years ago in the Quarterly, 
in a manner which drew down upon him a lesson which 
he seems to have forgotten. He seems to think that 
he has disposed of us by comparing us with Baron 
Reichenbach, and he jumps to the conclusion that we 
have placed faith "in tricky women." Baron Reichen-
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bach published a work describing a new series of 
forces which accompany electricity, magnetism, chemical 
action, vitality, which he named Od. Dr. Ashburner, 
of England, has confirmed many of his statements, and 
I have experimented with many people who can see 
these phenomena. Now, I cannot myself see the so
called " flames " that issue from a magnet, but I can 
generally feel them, either by my hands, or in the 
region of my spine, even through a thick deal plank; 
the sensation is like that of a warm current of air play
ing upon the skin. There are many who are more or 
less sensitive to these forces. 

I am very glad to see that Dr. Carpenter admits the 
phenomena of " artificial somnambulism " (hypnotism), 
and of "profound reverie," called "biological." These 
are merely some of the phenomena known by the more 
comprehensive term of mesmerism, or by the objection
able term of animal magnetism. As Dr. Carpenter 
admits these, he is far advanced on the road that leads 
to psychic forcism and Spiritualism. 

If he will experiment upon a good sensitive, he will 
find that he can demesmerise his patient as rapidly 
through a brick wall as if there were no wall between 
them. This I have repeatedly done. Chickens are 
easily hypnotised, and at different times I have met 
with three dogs who at seances would howl, bark, and 
run under their owners' chairs when the phenomena 
were about to begin. · 

Mr. Crookes has used instrumental means to record 
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the phenomena, so as to eliminate his own mind as 
much as possible. 

Dr. Hare, of Philadelphia, did likewise; and I have 
endeavoured to do so also. 

That the phenomena occur there is overwhelming 
evidence, and it is too late now to deny their existence. 
All those who have closely studied the subject find that 
these things occur, not only in Europe and America, 
but also in all other countries, civilised as well as savage. 
They have not been confined to any one century, but 
seem to be as old as the human race. 

One of the chief difficulties which an inquirer in 
this country encounters is the necessity of unlearning 
a great deal which is usually accepted without ques
tion. 
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REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM.• 

BY A CoKKITTEE OP THE DIALECTICAL SOCIII:TY OF LONDON. 

AT a meeting of the London Dialectical Society, held 
on Wednesday, the 6th of January 186g, Mr. J. H. 
Levy in the chair, it was resolved:-

" That the Council be requested to appoint a committee in confor
mity with Bye-law VII. to investigate the phenomena alleged 
to be Spiritual Manifestations, and to report thereon.'' 

( Oopy of t1u Minute of t1u Council.) 

" At a meeting of the Council of the London Dialectical Society, 
held on the 26th January 1869, on the motion of Dr. Edmunds, 
a committee was appointed in conformity with Bye-law VII. 
' to investigate the phenomena alleged to be Spiritual Mani
festations, and to report thereon.' The committee to consist 
of the following members :-

H. G. Atkinson, Esq., F.G.S. G. Fenton Cameron, Esq., M.D. 
G. Wheatley Bennett, Esq. John Chapman, Esq., M.D. 
J. S. Bergheim, Esq., C.E. Rev. C. Maurice Davies, D.D. 
H. R. Fox Bourne, Esq. Charles R. Drysdale, Esq., .M.D. 
Charles Bradlaugh, Esq. D. H. Dyte, Esq., M.R.C.S. 

. • This report, with a voluminous mass of evidence by individual 
witnesses appended, was published by Me881& Longmans in 1871, and 
an abridged edition was issued by Mr. Burns in 1873. The committee 
to investigate Spiritualism was appointed while the Dialectical Society 
was under the presidency of Sir John Lubbock, Bart., .M.P.-ED. 
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Mrs. D. H. Dyte. 
James Edmunds, Esq., M.D. 
Mrs. Edmunds. 
James Gannon, Esq. 
Grattan Geary, Esq. 
Robert Hannah, Esq. 
Jenner Gale Hillier, Esq. 
Mrs. J. G. Hillier. 
Henry Jeffery, Esq. 

Albert Kisch, Esq., M:.R.C.S. 
Joseph Maurice, Esq. 
Isaac L. Meyers, Esq. 
B. M:. Moss, Esq. 
Robert Quelch, Esq., C. E. 
Thomas Reed, Esq. 
C. Russell Roberts, Esq., Ph.D. 
William Volckman, Esq. 
Horace S. Yeomans, Esq. 

"Professor Huxley and Mr. George Henry Lewes to be invited to 
co-operate." 

Drs. Chapman and Drysdale and Mr. Fox Bourne 
declined to sit, and the following names were subse
quently added to the committee :-

George Cary, Esq., B.A. 
E. W. Cox, Esq., Serjeant-at-Law. 
William B. Gower, Esq. 
H. D. Jencken, Esq., Barrister-at 

Law. 

J. H. Levy, Esq. 
W. H. Swepstone, Esq., Solicitor. 
Alfred R. Wallace, Esq., F.R.G.S. 
Josiah Webber, Esq. 

REPORT oF THE CoMMITTEE. 

GENTLEMEN,-The committee appointed by you to 
investigate the phenomena alleged to be Spiritual Mani
festations, report thereon as follows :-

Your committee have held fifteen meetings, at which 
they received evidence from thirty-three persons, who 
described phenomena which, they stated, had occurred 
within their own personal experience. 

Your committee have received written statements 
relating to the phenomena from thirty-one persons. 

Your committee invited the attendance and re
quested the co-operation and advice of scientific men 
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who had publicly expressed opinions, favourable or 
adverse, to the genuineness of the phenomena. 

Your cominittee also specially invited the attend
ance of persons who had publicly ascribed the pheno
mena to imposture or delusion. 

Your cominittee, however, while successful in pro
curing the evidence of believers in the phenomena and 
in their supernatural origin, almost wholly failed to 
obtain evidence from those who attributed them to 
fraud or delusion. 

As it appeared to your cominittee to be of the 
greatest importance that they should investigate the 
phenomena in question by personal experiment and 
test, they resolved themselves into sub-committees as 
the best means of doing so. 

Six sub-committees were accordingly formed. 
All of these have sent in reports, from which it 

appears that a large majority of the members of your 
committee have become actual witnesses to several 
phases of the phenomena without the aid or presence 
of any professional medium, although the greater part 
of them commenced their investigations in an avowedly 
sceptical spirit. 

These reports, hereto subjoined, substantially corro
borate each other, and would appear to establish the 
following propositions :-

" 1. That sounds of a very varied character, appa
rently proceeding from articles of furniture, 
the floor and walls of the room-the vibra-
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tiona accompanying which sounds are often 
distinctly perceptible to the touch - occur 
without being produced by muscular action 
or mechanical contrivance. 

" 2. That movements of heavy bodies take place 
without mechanical contrivance of any kind 
or adequate exertion of muscular force by the 
persons present, and frequently without con
tact or connection with any person. 

" 3· That these sounds and movements often occur 
at the times and in the manner asked for by 
persons present, and, by means of a simple 
code of signals, answer questions and spell out 
coherent communications. 

" 4· That the answers and communications thus 
obtained are, for the most part, of a common
place character; but facts are sometimes cor
rectly given which are only" known to one of 
the persons present. 

" 5· That the circumstances under which the pheno
mena occur are variable, the most prominent 
fact being, that the presence of certain per
sons seems necessary to their occurrence, and 
that of others generally adverse ; but this dif
ference does not appear to depend upon any 
belief or disbelief concerning the phenomena. 

" 6. That, nevertheless, the occurrence of the , 
phenomena is not insured by the presence or 
absence of such persons respectively." 
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1'he oral received your com-
mittee not phenomemx, the same 
nature as those witnessed by the sub-committees, but 
to others of a more varied and extraordinary character. 

This evidence may be briefly summarised as fol-

"I. witneSSt75 st&~te that have seen 
heavy bodies-in some instances men-rise 
slowly in the air, and remain there for some 
tirn without visihl~: tangibl :mpport. 

" 2. F:lutt:,:eu witne~:aec: testify b:wing seen 
or figures, appert£:iuing to any 

human being, but life-like in appearance and 
mobility, which they have sometimes touched 

and which they are there-
fore result of 
ture or illusion. 

" 3. Five witnesses state that they have been 
touched, by some invisible agency, on various 
parts of budy, and often where 
when the of all were 

"4· Thirteen witnesses declare that they have 
heard musical pieces well played upon in
Rtruments not manipulated by any a,scertain
able ageney, 
Five witnsa'::: state that have r:ed
hot coals applied to the hands or heads of 
several persons without producing pain or 
scorching ; and three witnesses state that 
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they have had the same experiment made 
upon themselves with the like immunity. 

"6. Eight witnef:!ses state that they have received 
precise information through rappings, writ
ings, and in other ways, the accuracy of which 
was unknown at ,the time to themselves, or to 
any persons present, and which, on subsequent 
inquiry, Wa.EJ found to be correct. 

"7· One witness declares that be has received a 
precise and detailed statement which, never
theless, proved to be entirely erroneous. 

"8. Three witnesses state that they have been 
present when drawings, both in pencil and 
colours, were produced in so short a time, and 
under such conditions, as to render human 
agency impossible. 

" 9· Six witnesses declare that they have received -
information of future events, and that in some 
cases the hour and minute of their occurrence 
have been accurately foretold, days and even 
weeks before." 

In addition to the above, evidence bas been given of 
trance-speaking, of healing, of automatic writing, of the 
introduction of flowers and fruits into closed rooms, of 
voices in the air, of visions in crystals and glasses, and 
of the elongation of the human body. 

Many of the witnesses have given their views as ·to 
the sources of these phenomena. Some attribute them 
to the agency of disembodied human beings, some to 
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Satanic influence, some to psychological causes, and 
others to imposture or delusion. 

The literature of the subject has also received the 
attention of your committee, and a list of works is 
appended for the assistance of those who may wish to 
pursue the subject further. 

In presenting their report, your committee, taking 
into consideration the high character and great intelli
gence of many of the witnesses to the more extraor
dinary facts, the extent to which their testimony is 
supported by the reports of the sub-committees, and 
the absence of any proof of imposture or delusion as 
regards a large portion of the phenomena; f!.nd, fur
ther, having regard to the exceptional character of the 
phenomena, the large nnn;tber of persons in every grade 
of society, and over the whole civilised world, who are 
more or less influenced by a belief in their supernatural 
origin, and to the fact that no philosophical explanation 
of them has yet been arrived at, deem it incumbent upon 
them to state their conviction that the subject is worthy 
of more serious attention and careful investigation than 
it has hitherto received. 

Your committee recommend that this report and the 
reports of the sub-committees, together with the evi
dence and correspondence appended, be printed and 
published. 
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• 
REPORT OF SuB-COMMITTEE NUMBER ONE. 

Since their appointment on the 16th of February 
I 869, your sub-committee have held forty meetings 
for the purpose of experiment and test. 

All of these meetings were held at the private resi
dences of members of the committee, purposely to 
preclude the possibility of pre-arranged mechanism or 
contrivance. 

The furniture of the room in which the experiments 
were conducted was, on every occasion, its accustomed 
furniture. 

The tables were in all cases heavy dining-tables, re
quiring a strong effort to move them. The smallest of 
them was 5 ft. 9 in. long by 4 ft. wide, and the largest 
9 ft. 3 in. long and 4l ft. wide, and of proportionate 
weight. 

The rooms, tables, and furniture generally were 
repeatedly subjected to careful exainination before, 
during, and after the experiments, to ascertain that no 
concealed machinery, instrument, or other contrivance 
existed by means of which the sounds or movements 
hereinafter mentioned could be caused. 

The experiments were conducted in the light of gas, 
except on the few occasions specially noted in the 
minutes. 

Your committee have avoided the employment of 
professional or paid mediums, the mediumship being 
that of members of your sub-cominittee, persons of good 

Digitized by Coogle 



REPORT ON SPIRITUAUSM. 49 

social position and of unimpeachable integrity, having 
no pecuniary object to serve, and nothing to gain by 
deception. 

Your committee have held some meetings without 
the presence of a medium (it being understood that 
throughout this report the word "medium" is used 
simply to designate an individual without whose pre
sence the phenomena described either do not occur at 
all, or with greatly diminished force and frequency), 
purposely to try if they could produce, by any efforts, 
effects similar to those witnessed when a medium was 
present. By no endeavours were they enabled to pro
duce anything at all resembling the manifestations 
which took place in the presence of a medium. 

Every test that the combined intelligence of your 
committee could devise has been tried with patience 
and perseverance. The experiments were conducted 
under a great variety of conditions, and ingenuity has 
been exerted in devising plans by which your com
mittee might verify their observations, and preclude 
the possibility of imposture or of delusion. · 

Your committee have confined their report to facts 
witnessed by them in their collective capacity, which 
facts were palpable to the senses, arui their reality capable 
of demonstrative proof 

Of the members of your sub-committee about four
fiftks entered upon the investigation wholly sceptical 
as to the reality of the alleged phenomena, firmly be
lieving them to be the result either of imposture or of 

D 
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delusion, or of involuntary muscular action. It was 
only by irresistible evidence, under conditions that 
precluded the possibility of either of these solutions, 
and after trial and test many times repeated, that the 
most sceptical of your sub-committee were slowly and 
reluctantly convinced that the phenomena exhibited in 
the course of their protracted inquiry were veritable 
facts. 

The result of their long-continued and carefully
conducted experiments, after trial by every detective 
test they could devise, has been to establish conclu
sively:-

First, That under certain bodily or mental conditions 
of one or more of the persons present, a force is ex
hibited sufficient• to set in motion heavy substances, 
without the employment of any muscular force, with
out contact or material connection of any kind between 
such substances and the body of any person present. 

Second, That this force can cause sounds to proceed, 
distinctly au~ible to all present, from solid substances 
not in contact with, nor having any visible or material 
connection with, the body of any person present, and 
which sounds are proved to proceed from such sub
stances by the vibrations which are distinctly felt when 
they are touched. 

Third, That this force is frequently directed by in
telligence. 

At thirty-four out of the forty meetings of your com
mittee some of these phenomena occurred. 
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A description of one experiment, and the manner of 
conducting it, will best show the care and caution with 
which your committee have pursued their investiga-
tions. · 

So ]ong as there was contact, or even the possibility 
of contact, by the hands or feet, or even by the clothes 
of any person in the room, with the substance moved 
or sounded, there could be no perfect assurance that 
the motions and sounds were not produced by the 
person so in contact. The following experiment was 
therefore tried :-

On an occasion when eleven members of your sub
committee had been sitting round one of the dining
tables above described for forty minutes, and various 
motions and sounds had occurred, they, by way of test, 
turned the backs of their chairs to the table, at about 
nine inches from it. They all then knelt upon their 
chairs, placing their arms upon the backs thereof. In 
this position, their feet were, of course, turned away 
from the table, and by no possibility could be placed 
under it or touch the floor. The hands of each person 
were extended over the table at about four inches from 
the surface. Contact, therefore, ,with any part or the 
table could not take place without detection. 

In less than a minute the table, untouched, moved 
fowr times ; at first about five inches to one side, then 
about twelve inches to the opposite side, and then, in 
like manner, four inches and six inches respectively. 

The hands of all present were next placed on the 
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backs of their chairs, and about a foot from the table, 
which again moved, as before, jive times, over spaces 
varying from four to six inches. Then all the chairs 
were removed twelve inches from the table, and each 
person knelt on his chair as before; this time, however, 
folding his hands behind his back, his body being thus 
about eighteen inches from the table, and having the 
back of the chair between himself and the table. The 
table again moved four times in various directions. In 
the course of this conclusive experiment, and in less · 
than half-an-hour, the table thus moved, without con
tact or possibility of contact with any person present, 
thirteen times, the movements being in different direc
tions, and some of them according to the request of 
various members of your sub-committee. 

The talJie was then carefully examined, turned upside 
down, and taken to pieces, but nothing was discov~red 
to account for the phenomena. The experiment was 
conducted throughout in the full light of gas above the 
table. 

Altogether, your sub-committee have witnessed up
wards of fifty similar motions without contact on eight 
different evenings, in the houses of members of your 
sub-committee, the most careful tests being applied on 
each occasion. 

In all similar experiments the possibility of mecha
nical or other contrivance was further negatived by the 
fact that the movements were in various directions, 
now to one side, then to the other; now up the room, 
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now down the room-motions that would have required 
the co-operation of many hands or feet; and these, 
from the great size and weight of the tables, could not 
have been so used without the visible exercise of mus
cular force. Every hand and foot was plainly to be 
seen, and could not have been moved without instant 
detection. 

Delusion was out of the question. The motions were 
in various directions, and were witnessed simultaneously 
by all present. They were matters of measurement, 
and not of opinion or of fancy. 

And they occurred so often, under so many and such 
various conditions, with such safeguards against error 
or deception, and with such invariable results, as to 
satisfy the members of your sub-committee by whom 
the experiments were tried, wholly sceptical as most 
of them were when they entered upon the investiga
tion, that there is a force capable of mO'IJi'TI{J hea11JI bodies 
witkuut material contact, and which force is in some 
unlcnown manner deperulent upon the presence of human 
bei111JB. 

Your sub-committee have not, collectively, obtained 
any evidence as to the nature and source of this force, 
but simply as to the fact of its existence. 

There appears to your committee to be no ground for 
the popular belief that the presence of sceptics inter
feres in any manner with the production or action of 
the force. 

In conclusion, your committee express their unani-
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mous opinion that the one important physical fact thus 
proved to exist, that motion may be 'produced in solid 
bodies without material contact, by some hitherto unrecog
nised force operating within an undefined distance from 
the human organism, and beyond the range of muscular 
action, should be subjected to further scientific exami
nation, with a view to ascertain its true source, nature, 
and power. 

The notes of the experiments made at each meeting 
of your sub-committee are appended to this report.• 

• These notes are omitted in this book. They describe elementary 
phenomena like those testified to by other observers in the present 
WOI'k.-ED. 
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BY EDWARD W. Cox, Serjeant-at-Law.* 

HAVING undertaken to examine without prejudice or 
prepossession, and to report faithfully, without favour, 
in a purely judicial spirit, any alleged psychological 
phenomena that might be submitted to me as President 
of the Psychological Society of Great Britain, I narrate 
without comment what I witnessed at a sitting with Dr. 
Slade this afternoon (August 8th, 1876). 

I sat alone with him, at three o'clock, in a room 
at 8 Upper Bedford Place, Russell Square, into which 
the sun shone brightly, at a table about five feet by 

* Mr. Serjeant Cox was born in 18o9, and at the~ of thirty-four 
was called to the Bar at the Middle Temple. He was raised to the 
degree of Serjeant-at-Law twenty-five years afterwards, and was ap
pointed Recorder of Portsmouth. Mr. Serjeant Cox married in 1845, 
Boaalinda Alicia, only daughter of Mr. Fonltlanque, the Commissioner 
in Bankruptcy. In 1870 he became Deputy- Assistant Judge of 
Middlesex; he was alao Justice of the Peae4!, and a Deputy
Lieutenant for Middlesex. He founded, and for aome years edited, 
the Law 1'imu. He was alao proprietor of the Fuld and other 
newspapers, now the property of Mr. Horace Cox. He was the author 
of many books connected with legal subjects, including The Law of 
Joint Stock Oompaniu, and Tlu Law of Regiltration and, Electwn1, 
which, with aome Gf the others, are now standard text-books. One of 
his latest legal works was The Princip~ of Punuhmmt. Among his 
books on general subjects were The Artl of Writit~g, Read.ing, and. 
Speaking, and Hercd.it'!l and Hgbridim. Among his writings on 
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four, having four legs, no ledge below, and no cloth 
upon it. Dr. Slade sat at one side of this table, side
ways, so that his legs and feet were not under the 
table, but his whole body being fully in my view as 
he faced me. I sat at the side, the corner of the table 
between us. As I sat I could see half-way below the 
table, and by moving my head slightly I could see 
the whole space below, which was wholly exposed in 
full daylight. An ordinary drawing-room chair was 
about six inches from the table on the opposite side, 
six feet from Dr. Slade. A heavy arm-chair was in 
the corner of the room, about the same distance from 
him and from the table. A slate of the ordinary schoQl 
size and a piece of slate-pencil were upon the table. 

Instantly, upon taking our seats, very loud rapping 
came upon the floor. This was followed by a succes
sion of furious blows upon the table, jarring my hands 

Psychology were· The Mechanilm of Man, .A MOfl(){fi'Ciph on Sleep 11ntl 
Dream.1, and a variety of presidential addresses to the Psychological 
Society, which were first published by his authority in The Spiritualilt, 
and afterwards issued in separate form by Messrs. Longmans. His 
shorter writings on spiritual phenomena were during his later years 
exclusively contributed to The Spiritualilt. In the early days of 
Mesmerism, and at a time when public ignorance covered the subject 
with obloquy, he investigated that branch of psychology, discovered 
it to be true, and with unswerving faithfulness fought for it to the 
last, both in public and in private. When the rising star of Spiritualism 
made its appearance, he likewise investigated, and testified to the 
truth of each of its almost unbelievable phenomena as fast as he 
obtained good personal evidence of its reality. In his illvestigations 
he would never ally himself with enthusiasts, and frequently expressed 
to me the opinion that such were a bar to all useful scientific and 
mental research. Ho died, November 28, 1879, at his residence, 
Moat Mount, near Hendon.-ED. 
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as they were lying upon it. These blows were re
peated at any part of the table desired, by Jt.terely 
touching that spot with the finger, while the blows, 
as forcible as if given with a sledge-hammer, were being 
made. Dr. Slade's hands were on the table upon my 
hands, and his whole body to ~ feet was fully before 
my eyes. I am certain that not a muscle moved. 
Then he took the slate, after I had carefully inspected 
it to be assured that no writing was upon it, and 
placing there a piece of slate-pencil, the size of a small 
grain of wheat, he pressed the slate tightly below, but 
against the slab of the table. Presently I heard the 
sound as of writing on a slate. The slate was removed, 
and on it a zig-zag line was drawn from end to end. 

At this moment the chair that I had described as 
standing by the table was lifted up to a level with the 
table, held in that position for several seconds, and 
then dropped to the floor. While the chair was so 
suspended in the air I carefully noted Dr. Slade. It 
was far beyond his reach. But his hands were under 
my hands, and his feet were fully in view near my 
own, on the side of the table opposite to that on which 
the chair had risen. 

While I was taking note of his position, at this 
moment a hand rudely grasped my knee on the 
opposite side to where Dr. Slade was seated, and his 
hands were still in mine on the table. 

Blows of a more gentle kind upon the table, attended 
with a remarkable quivering of it, announced, as he 
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said, that his wife was present, and desired the slate . 
.After the slate had been carefully cleaned, it was laid 
upon the top of the table, with a like piece of pencil 
under it. Upon the slate he placed his right hand, 
and I placed my left hand, and with my other hand I 
held his left hand as it lay upon the table. As my 
hand lay upon the slate, I could feel, and I did also 
distinctly hear, something writing upon it. The 
communication was evidently a long one ; but before 
I report the result, I desire to note here a remarkable 
phenomenon, to my mind the most suggestive that 
attended this experiment. 

It is necessary clearly to understand the position of 
the parties, therefore I repeat it. 

Dr. Slade and myself sat face to face. One hand 
of each of us was laid upon the slate. The side of 
the slate that was being written upon was pressed by 
us against the table. Our second hands were linked 
together and lay upon the table. While this position 
was preserved, the writing proceeded without pause. 
When Dr. Slade removed his hand from mine it ceased 
instantly, and as instantly was renewed when his hand 
and mine met. This experiment was repeated several 
times, and never failed. 

Here, then, was a chain or circle formed by my arms 
and body and Dr. Slade's arms and body, the slate 
being between us, my hand at one end of it, his hand 
at the other end, and between our hands, and upon the 
slate that connected them, the writing was. When the 
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chain was broken, forthwith the writing ceased. When 
the chain was re-formed, the writing was at once re
sumed. The effect was instantaneous. In this curious 
fact we inust seek the clue to this psychological 

writing the followiJ1g 
the slate:-

writing 
de,~r and per

It filled 

"DEAR SERJ,-You are now investigating a subject 
that is worthy of all.the time you or any other man 
of mind can devote to its investigation. When man 
can believe in ~his truth, it will in most cases make 
him a better man. This is our object in coming to 

wiser, and 
A. w. SLADE. 

reading this a 
from Dr. Slade, were at 

that moment holding the slate that I might copy the 
writing. As I wrote, a hand, which I saw distinctly, 
came from under the table, seized my waistcoat, and 
pulled it violently. 

Seeing this, I took the pencil with which I was 
the table 

reach, the 
end inches over 
the the pencil· 
Forthwith a hand came from under the table, seized 
the pencil, and threw it upon the floor. I again asked 
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that it would pick up the pencil and bring it to me. 
In a minute it was brought and put upon the table 
by my side. I saw the hand that brought it as dis
tinctly as I could see my own. It was a small hand, 
seemingly that of a woman. 

Again the slate was cleaned and laid upon the table 
as before, my hand upon it. In a few seconds the 
following sentence was written. Considerable power 
was used in this writing, and I could distinctly feel 
the pressure of the pencil upon the slate, · and its 
motion, as every word was written :-

"I am Dr. John Forbes. I was the Queen's phy-
sician. God bless you. • J. FoRBEs." 

While I was reading this, the hand again came from 
under the table and seized the sleeve of my coat, and 
tried to pull my arm down, ·but I resisted, and it dis
appeared. Then it came up again, as if from my legs, 
and caught the eye-glass that was hanging from my 
neck, and opened it. During all these phenomena; Dr. 
Slade's hands were before me on the table, and his feet 
full in my view upon the floor. The hand on each 
occasion came from the side of the table opposite to 
where Dr. Slade was sitting. He was seated on my 
left, and the hand came and seized me on my right 
leg, in a position impossible to him. The hand I saw 
was not half the size of Dr. Slade's hand. It touched 
my hand three times, and I could feel that it was 
warm, soft, and moist, and as solid and fleshy as my 
own. 
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Again the slate was cleaned and held under the 
table, tight against the wood, one-half of it projecting 
beyond the edge, so that I might be assured that it 
was tightly pressed against the wood ; but the slate 
was seized, and with great force drawn away, and 
rapidly raised above me and placed upon my head. In 
this position the sound of writing upon it was dis
tinctly heard by me. On removing it, I found written 
upon it the following words :-

"Man must not doubt any more, when we can come 
in this way. J. F., M.D." 

Then the large arm-chair rushed forward from the 
corner of the room in which it had been placed to the 
table. 

Again the slate was placed under the table, and 
projecting from it. A hand twice seized and shook my 
leg, both of the hands of Dr. Slade being at the moment 
before me, and his whole person visible. 

Thus ended this experiment. All that I have re
ported was done, that is certain. How it was done, 
and by what agency, is a problem for psychology to solve. 
For my own part I can only say that I was in the full 
possession of my senses ; that I was wide awake ; that 
it was in broad daylight; that Dr. Slade was under my 
observation the whole time, and could not have moved 
hand or foot without being detected by me. 

That it was not a self-delusion is shown by this, 
that any person who chooses to go, may see almost the 
same phenomena. I offer no opinion upon their causes, 
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for I have formed none. If they be genuine, it is 
impossible to exaggerate their interest and importance. 
If they be an imposture, it is equally important that 
the trick should be exposed in the only way in which 
trickery can be explained, by doing the same thing
and showing how it is done. 
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EXTRAORDINARY PSYCHICAL PHE
NOMENA IN GERMANY. 

BY FREDERICK ZoLLNER, PROFESSOR OF PHYSICAL ASTRONOMY 

AT THE UNIVERSITY 9F LEIPZIG.* 

ON the 5th May 1878, at about twenty-five minutes 
past four, Mr. Slade, Herr Oscar von Hoffmann, and I, 
took our places at the table, and in a sun-lighted 
room. Besides a number of slates, purchased by myself, 
there lay upon the table other things, among them 
two small cardboard boxes, in which at Slade's first 

* Professor Zollner was born in 1834, and is a well-known man of 
science. He bas published many works, among which are Skekhu of 
a Univerml PhoUJmetry of the Starry Heaven8, Phyaical Nature ojthe 
Heavenly Bodiu, The Nature of Cometa, and, lastly, his experiences 
with Dr. Slade. He stated in Paychische Studien, published at Leipzig, 
the names of the other three gentlemen who were present at twelve 
1iancea held with Dr. Slade; they were Fechner, Scheiber, and Weber, 
than whom Germany has no greater in their respective fields of 
thought. Gustave Theodore Fechner, born I8oi, i• at pre"'lnt pro
fessor of physics at Leipzig. Among his works are Tl1e Soul of Pla.nta, 
The Zendavuta, The Thing• of the Future, Elemef&ta of Paycho-Phyaica, 
The Problem of the Soul, and .About the Life Hereafter. The experi
ments which we quote in this work are translated from Professor 
ZOllner's Wiuenachafllicl&e .Abhandlungen. See Mr. C. C. Massey's 
translation of Professor Zollner's Tmmcendental Phyaica, for a descrip
tion of numerous experiments with Henry Slade.-ED. 

Digitized by Coogle 



·. 

PSYCHIC FACTS. 

residence in Leipzig, in December 1877, I had put some 
pieces of money, and then firmly plastered it up outside 
with strips of paper. I had already at that time been 
in hopes of the removal of the enclosed pieces of 
money without opening of the boxes. However, my 
friends and I were so astonished and occupied with 
the multitude of the other phenomena. which happened 
at Slade's first and second visit to Leipzig (November 
and December 1877), that I abandoned the above
mentioned experiment for the time, and postponed it 
till Slade's return to Leipzig. One of these boxes was 
in form circular, and within it was a. large piece of 
money; this box was firmly fastened by a. strip of 
paper, the breadth of which corresponded to the height 
of the box, and its length much exceeded the circuit 
of the box ; so, indeed, that first the strip of paper was 
spread with liquid glue on one side over its whole 
length and breadth, and was then stuck several times 
round the box, so that the latter, after the fastening, 
presented the appearance of a. low cylinder of paste
board. The other box was rectangular, of the same sort 
as those in which steel pens are kept. In this box I 
had put two small pieces of money, and had then 
closed it by sticking a strip of paper round it, perpen
dicularly to its length, by means of liquid glue. 

As mentioned above, I had already, in December 
1877, fastened up these boxes, and as I had observed 
neither the value of the enclosed coins nor their date, 
I could afterwards only ascertain by the noise from 
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shaking the boxes, that enclosed in the circular one 
was a large German coin (a thaler or a five-mark piece), 
in the rectangular one two smaller coins; whether 
these were pennies, groschen, or five-groschen pieces, 
I had, after the lapse of half a year (at the time of 
Slade's last stay in Leipsic), entirely forgotten. 

.After we had taken our places at the card-table on 
the above-mentioned day in the manner described, 
I took up the round box, and satisfied myself, by shak
ing, of the presence of the coin I had enclosed in it. 
Herr 0. von Hoffmann did the same, and lastly Mr. 
Slade, who asked us for what purpose I had designed 
this box. I explained my purpose in a few words, 
and at the same time declared that it would be one 
of the finest confirmations of the reality of the fourth 
dimension, if his invisible, intelligent being succeeded 
in removing that coin from the box without opening it. 
Slade, ready, as always, to conform to my wish, took 
in the usual manner one of the slates which lay at 
hand, laid a morsel of slate-pencil upon it (indeed, as 
it happened, a considerably larger one than usual), 
and held the slate with his right hand, half under the 
table. We heard writing, and when the slate was 
drawn out, there was found upon it the request to 
lay a second piece of pencil on the slate, which was 
done. Then' Slade, who sat at my left (Von Hoffmann 
was on my right), held the slate with the two bits of 
pencil again under the table, while he as well as we 
awaited intently what should come there. Meanwhile 

E 
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the two fastened-up boxes lay untouched on about the 
middle of the table. Some minutes passed without 
anything happening, when Slade gazed fixedly in a 
particular direction in the corner of the room, and at 
the same time said, quite astonished, but slowly, the 
words dragged after one another, and partly with repe
tition :-"I see-see funf and eighteen hundred seventy
six." Neither Slade nor we knew what that could 
mean, and both Herr 0. von Hoffmann and myself 
remarked almost simultaneously that, at any rate, 
" funf" signified " funf" (five), and made the solution 
of the addition 5 + I 876 -= I 88 I. While I threw out 
this remark, half in jest, we heard a hard object fall on 
the slate, which Slade during all the time had held 
under the table with his right hand (the left lying 
before us on the table). The slate was immediately 
drawn out, and on it was found the five-mark piece, 
with the date I876. Natural1y, I forthwith snatched 
up the pasteboard box standing before me, and which 
during all the foregoing had been touched by nobody, 
to ascertain, by shaking, the absence of the piece of 
money which had been in it half an hour before; and 
behold I it was quite empty and silent; the box was 
robbed of its contents in the shape of the five-mark 
piece. 

As may be supposed, our pleasure at such an un
hoped-for success of our experiment was extremely 
great; all the more, that by it at the same time was 
established the existence of a direct perception of 
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objects, not effected in the ordinary way of our sense
perceptions. 

Moreover, it could not be any so-called thought
reading by the medium ; that is, the perception of 
representations already in the heads of human beings. 
For neither I, and much less Mr. Slade and Herr von 
Hoffmann, knew what sort of coin there was in the 
box, nor what date it bore. 

I was so satisfied with the success of this experi
ment under such stringent conditions, that I was 
thinking of putting an end to the sitting, and postpon
ing further attempts to a later one. However, Slade 
remarked that he did not feel himself at all exhausted 
by the sitting, which had lasted at most ten minutes. 
This remark of Slade caused us to keep our places at 
the card-table, and to engage in unconstrained conver
sation with him. I introduced the subject of his 
sitting with the Grand Duke Constantine of Russia, 
and requested him to give us a detailed account of the 
phenomena which took place at it, as hitherto we l:ad 
seen only the brief paragraph statement about them in 
the press. Thus urged, Slade mentioned that a very 
remarkable experiment in slate-writing had succeeded 
in the presence of the Grand Duke Constantine. Acci
dentally there had been two bits of pencil on the 
slate; when he held it under the table the writing of 
two pencils was heard at the same time, and when 
he drew out the slate, the one pencil had written from 
left to right, the other, at the same time, from r:ght to 
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left. I at once proposed to try whether this experi
ment would succeed also with us ; the suggestion arose 
from me quite naturally, from the association of ideas 
elicited by the two bits of pencil which had been 
required in the above-mentioned experiment, without 
our having as yet known the object of this written 
demand. 

Slade, at once ready to comply with my wish, held 
the slate with the two bits of pencil under the table
surface, and we soon heard, very clearly, writing upon 
it. 

When the slate was withdrawn, there was on it a 
communication in English as follows :-

" Io-Pfennig-1876 
2-Pfennig-1875. 

Let this be proof to you of clairvoyance. After the 
nine days you must rest, or it will harm you and the 
medium. Believe in me, your friend." 

We at once referred the first part of this message 
to the two coins contained in the rectangular box still 
unopened. I was just about to open it, we having 
immediately before convinced ourselves by shaking 
the box, and the distinct jingling within it, of the pre
sence of the two smaller coins, yet without knowing 
the value or date of them. Suddenly, however, I 
changed my intention, and set the little box again 
uninjured on the middle of the table, while as well 
Herr von Hoffmann as also Slade suggested the 
possibility tll,at perhaps the two coins, in like manner 
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as shortly before the five-mark piece, might fall from 
the unopened box upon the slate held underneath. 
Immediately upon this suggestion, Slade again hell an 
empty slate under the middle of the table. Scarcely 
was this done, when we distinctly heard two coins 
drop down on the surface of the slate, and on closer 
examination, the above statements on the slate we, in 
fact, found confirmed. Highly delighted, I now seized 
the still closed box, in the confident expectation that 
it would, like the round box, be empty, and that, 
therefore, on shaking, no rattling within would be 
heard. How great was my surprise when, nevertheless, 
the rattling happened, proceeding, indeed, likewise 
from two bodies, which yet, judging from the altered 
character of the sound, could not be coins. Already I 
was intending to convince myself of the contents of 
the box by opening it, which could not be done 
without tearing the strips of paper pasted over it, when 
Slade prepared to get our question answered, as usual 
in such cases through slate-writing, by his "spirits." 
Scarcely had he taken a slate with a fragment of pencil 
lying upon it, and held it half under the table, when 
we distinctly heard writing. Upon the upper surface 
of the slate was written in English-

" The two slate-pencils are in the box." . 
In fact, the two larger pieces of slate-pencil were 

nowhere to be found ; and when I now opened the box, 
by tearing the strips of paper glued to it, there, within 
it, to our great joy, were both the pieces of pencil 
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CAPTAIN BuRTON, after making careful study of the 

phenomena which took place in the presence of the 

Davenport Brothers, wrote the following letter to Dr. 
J. B. Ferguson:-

" Mrs. Burton, in her work on Syria, sets forth that Captain R. F. 
Burton began life at Oxford, and.·w8ll miginally d~stined for the 
Church ; but preferring military service, he entered the Indian army, 
in which he served for nineteen years, eight of them in active service, 
chiefly on the staff of Sir Chatles Napier. He knows and speaks 
fluently twenty-nine languages - Hindostani, Persian, and Arabic 
among 11thers ; and he is a good swordsman, shot, and horseman. He 
has written about thirty volumes. He wWI the first to lead the way 
for Livingstone, Baker, Speke and Grant, and Stanley in African 
exploration. He is the only man not a true Moslem and Oriental who 
bOll ever performed the pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. In 1856 he 
set out upon his exploration of the. lake regions of Central Africa, 
when be discovered Tanganyika, and made the first attempt to open up 
the Nile. After an absence of three years, during which he suffered 
from fever, paraly>is, and blindness, he returned home, and then went 
to America, spending six weeks with Brigham Young at the Salt Lake 
City. When, in 1861, he came under the Indian reduction, Lord 
John Russell sent him as consul to Fernando Po. For three years 
he did good service on the west coast of Atrica. He was then trans
ferred to Santos, in Brazil, whence for four years he made explorations 
of the coast and the interior. From South America he was despatched 
to Damascus ; and at present he .is the British consul at Trieste. 
-ED. 
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"As you are aware, I have now witnessed, under 
advantageous circumstances, four of the so -called 
' dark stances.' These were all in private houses, one 
of them in my own lodgings. We sedulously re
jected all believers, and chose the most sceptical and 
hard-headed of our friends and acquaintances, some of 
whom had prepared the severest tests. We provided 
carefully against all possibility of ' confederates,' bolt
ing the doors, &c., and brought our own cords, sealing
wax, tape, diachylon, musical instruments, (harmonicon, 
bird-whistle, tambourine, bells), &c. 

" The results of the seances were almost invariably the 
same. After the two strongest ' mediums ' had been 
tied up, hands and feet, by us, you suddenly extin
guished the light; we then, the darkness being com
plete, sat in a semicircle fronting the mediums, each 
holding his neighbour's arm or hand, and each warned 
not to break the chain. On one occasion I placed my 
feet on one of the medium's, while Mr. B., the master 
of the house, did the same to the other ; and we mea
sured their distance from the semicircle-ten feet. 

"Within two seconds (I ·speak advisedly) after the 
candle was put out, the musical instruments, placed on 
the table between the two mediums, began to shudder 
and tremble. Presently the guitar-strings commenced 
twanging, as if badly played with a single finger, and 
the instrument went round the semicircle with the 
velocity of a bird, fanning our cheeks as it passed. 
The prettiest effect was to hear it buzzing in the dis-
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tance, as a humming-bee would sound when flying away. 
If the guitar happened to be in a good-humour, the 
instrument patted our heads softly, or lay on our laps, 
or thrust itself into our hands. If the ' spirits ' were 
displeased, the manifestations were decidedly rough. 
I received once a rather severe contusion with the tip 
of the guitar, when the heavy bells and the tambourine 
struck the ground and the table with a noise and force 
that suggested the kick of a horse on a splashboard. 
Presently the sounds cease, the candle is re-lit, we run 
up to the mediums, we find them in our own cords, 
taped with our own tape, sealed with our own seals, 
and, perhaps, plastered with l.iiachylon strip. Every 
one inquires how it was done, and no one answers ; 
and not a few are clearly and palpably frightened. 
The honest declare themselves puzzled. 

" The most remarkable manifestations that occurred 
in my p1-esence were the following :-A tumbler of 
water, placed on the table, with a bird-whistle in it, 
was thrown on the carpet at my feet without noise 
or breakage ; a dry, hot, and rough hand on one occa
sion felt my hands, fell on my face, and then pulled 
my moustaches, and, finally, thrust between my lips a 
cigar taken from the mantelpiece; my legs have also 
been twitched, and my head patted. My neighbour 
in the same stance felt a cold, clammy, and feminine 
hand, screwed up at times like a bird's claw, running 
over her face, and evidently with a large portion of the 
arm resting on her head. Sparks of red and pale fire 
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have fallen from the ceiling, ou'~'"'"""'""'"' 
at other times crossing the room, 
point apparently higher than the medium's 
coat was removed whilst he fastened 
hand and a lucifer match was struck at the 

showing us the two gentlemen, fast 
coat in the air, on its way to the other 

Under precisely similar circum
coat of another gentleman present was 

placed upon him. A gruff voice addressed 
me and others. There are many which you 
have not space, of my own A lady, 
whose veracity I have no reason and who is 

k, h±±,ve strong mesmeric powers, assured me 
the musical instruments floating 

or wriggling along the floor. Being 
in a dark room, she imagined that we 

them phosphorised oil, which we had not. 
On the same occasion she the outline 
of a figure, which stooped slightly 
thought, that of any one in th<:; 
great part of my life in Oriental 
there many magicians. Lately, beon permitted 
to J3resent at the performances of Messrs. 

Tolmaque. The latter showed, as they 
conjuring; but they do not even attempt 

Iv!e23Brs. Davenport succeed in doing ; for 
instance, the beautiful musical 
instruments. Finally, I have listened to 
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every explanation of the Davenport 'tricks,' hitherto 
placed before the English public, and, believe me, if 
anything would make me take the tremendous jump 
'from matter to spirit,' it is the utter and complete 
unreason of the reasons with which the' manifestations ' 
are explained." 

Mr. Frederick Hockley, in an article in The Spiri

tualist newspaper, sets forth facts in relation to visions 
in crystals, as appended. The article has been care

fully revised by the author for publication in this 
work:-

" The late Earl Stanhope (grandfather of the present 
Earl) having informed me that the Honourable Captain 
H. A. Murray, to whom he had given a card of recom
mendation, was extremely curious about crystals, and 
intended to visit me at Croydon, aCcompanied by his 
friend, Lieutenant R. F. Burton, who had travelled 
much in India, and studied occult sciences, on the 
18th July 1852 I had the honour of making their 
acquaintance. Mr. Burton was then contemplating 
his pilgrimage to Medina and Mecca. At this time, 
at the suggestion of my spirit-guides, I was entirely 
changing my process of spirit-calling and my spirit
acquaintances. As Mr. Burton was desirous of taking 
with him a crystal and mirror, and I was on the point 
of using new ones, I had the pleasure of giving to him 
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a small, oval, mounted crystal, which I had used for the 
previous sixteen years ; and dedicating it afresh to 
a guide appointed for Mr. Burton, I also prepared for 
him a black mirror. After several visits, Lieutenant . 
Burton left London on the evening of 3d April 1853, 
and on arriving at Alexandria, he there appeared as an 
Indian doctor. He wrote :-

"' It is not to be supposed that the people of Alex
andria could look upon my phials and pill-boxes 
without a yearning for their contents. An Indian 
doctor, too, was a novelty to them ; Franks they des
pised, but a man who had come so far West ! Then 
there was something infinitely seducing in the char
acter of a magician, doctor, and fakir, each admirable 
of itself, thus combined to make 'great medicine.' 
Men, women, and children besieged my door; even 
respectable natives, after witnessing a performance of 
Mandal and the Magic Mirror, opined that the stranger 
was a holy man, gifted with supernatural powers, and 
knowing everything. But the reader must not be led 
to suppose that I acted 'Carabin' or 'Sangrado' 
without any knowledge of my trade. From youth I 
have always been a dabbler in medical and mystical 
study." • 

" After Mr. Burton's departure we were naturally 
anxious to hear of his welfare, but being often assured 
by our spirit-guides of his safety, I did not call him 
into the mirror, until the 17th December 1853, when I 

• Pilgrimage, vol. i. p. 17. 
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requested that we might have a vision in the Evani 
glass, a curiously-shaped mirror, made from instruc
tions given to me by a spirit for seeing visions past and 
present. 

"IJecemJJer 17tk, 1853,9.30 P.M.-Called R F. Burton. 
"Emma my seeress (who was then fourteen years 

old) inspected and said :-
" ' Now it's light ; I see some sand : all sand. Now I 

see some camels-one is lying down, the other two 
standing up ; there's a black boy with a tremendously 
rough wig; he looks like a negro lying down. There's 
o. tall, dark man, with a black beard and. moustache, 
and no hair; he's quite clean-shaved ; he looks so 
funny ! He's got some sort of a white dress and 
trousers on, and something round his waist, loosely 
tied at his side, and something like a knife, but no 
sheath, stuck in something coming from the girdle ; 
it hangs from the girdle ; he looks quite white against 
the black boy; he has got a head of hair, there's no 
mistake about that. It's getting plain. There's sand· 
coming behind them, and a clump of trees more like 
dried thyme. There are tents. They are very low, 
not peaked; they look as though you would be ob
liged to creep into the tree, if it is a tree; it looks 
more like a bunch of dried thyme sticking up above 
the tent. 

" 'Now there are two or three men dressed like the 
other, who are lying down flat on their faces. There's 
one smoking; he is standing up. None of them have 
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any hair; the one standing up is dressed in a yellow 
and white striped dress, and rather a greyish-blue 
round the bottom; they are comical-looking little 
figures. Now there's one gone up to the first. I don't 
think he is Mr. Burton, though he has such black hair 
and eyes. The other is a nasty-looking old man; his 
beard is grey. He does show his . teeth so ; he is all 
action ; he looks like a monkey going to eat him ; it i~ 
Mr. Burton. The old man keeps on spitting ; he looks 
so spiteful. Mr. Burton only smiles. 

"' Now the boy has jumped up. I don't know hardly 
what shape he is. I never saw such a droll boy ; he 
looks almost a dwarf. The one that is smoking would 
be good-looking if he had some hair. The black boy 
has gone up to him and laid hold of his pipe, and taken 
it out of his mouth. Now they seem quarrelling; 
there are two or three more round them. 

'"Now there's such a beautiful horse come up, and 
a man with a turban by the side of it; he is the only 
one with a turban on. They all seem quarrelling. 
The old man seems exactly as if he were going to eat 
the other ; he has a grey beard and moustache and 
wide mouth, but such white teeth for an old man! 

'"Now it's going-it is all gone. g.so P.M.' 

"I did not see Captain Burton agaiB until he called 
upon me on the sth July I86I, when I prepared and 
consecrated another crystal, or, properly speaking, a 

· glass receptacle, for his use, and then showed him the 
entry as above, in my MS. minutes, which he read 
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through, and on the opposite page gave his attestation 
as follows :-

" ' I q:uite recognise the correctness of tkis vision-the 
old grey man, the boy, and tke quarrel about the pipe. 
Tkis is easily ascertained b'!J a reference to the 'Pil
grimage.'-RICHARD F. BURTON. 

"The following is the statement in Captain Burton's 
•work:-

" September 4, 1853.-At 6 P.M., before the light of 
day had faded, we traversed a rough and troublesome 
ridge. At 8 P.M. the camels began to stumble over the 
dwarf dykes of the wheat and barley fields, and presently 
we arrived at our halting-place, a large village called 
E1 Sufayna. The plain was already dotted with tents 
and lights. We found the Baghdad caravan, which 
consists of Persians and Kurds, and collects the people 
of north-eastern Arabia, W ahhabis, and others, escorted 
by the Agayl tribe and the fierce mountaineers of Jebel 
Shamac-though not more than 2000 in number-men, 
women, and children, they had been proving to the 
Damascus caravan, that being perfectly ready to fight, 
they were not going to yield any point of precedence. 
From that time the two bodies encamped in different 
places. 

"I never saw a more pugnacious assembly; a look 
sufficed for a quarrel Once a Wahhabi stood in front 
of us, and by pointing with his finger, and other in
sulting gestures, showed his hatred to the chibouque 
in which I was peaceably indulging. It was impossible 
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to refrain from chastising his insolence-by a polite 
and. smiling offer of the offending pipe. This made 
him draw his dagger without a thought ; but it was 
sheathed again, for we all cocked our pistols, and these 
gentry greatly prefer steel to lead." * 

* Pilgrimage to El-Medina.h and Mtcca, vol. iii. p. 108. Pub
lished 1856. 
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BY ALFRED RussEL WALLACE.* 

A LADY who had seen nothing of the phenomena 
asked me and my sister to accompany her to a well
known public medium. We went, and had a sitting 
alone in the bright light of a summer's day. After a 
·number of the usual raps and movements, our lady 
friend· asked if the name of the deceased person she 
was desirous of communi<?ating with could be spelled out. 
On receiving an answer in the affirmative, the lady 
pointed successively to the letters of a printed alpha
bet, while I wrote down those at which three affir
mative raps occurred. Neither I nor my sister knew 

* Mr. Wallace's testimony here quoted is taken from Tile Timu of 
January 4, 1873. Mr. Wallace was born at Usk, Monmouthshire, 
January 8, 1822. He gave up the profession of land·surveyor and 
architect to study the works of Nature. He travelled for four years 
in the Brazils and eight years in the ·Malay Islands. Among the 
books he has published are, Travels on the Amazon and Rio Negro, 
Palm Treu on the Amazon, The Malay A1·cltipelago, The Geographical 
Distribution of Animals, and Contributions to the Theory of Natural 
Selection. He has contributed a large number of papers to various 
scientific societies, and in 1868 he was awarded the Royal Medal of the 
Royal Society. In 1870 he received the Gold Medal of the Societ6 de 
I.J'«Jgrap//ie of Paris.-ED. 

Digitized by Coogle 



EXPERIENCES AT A SEANCE. 81 

the name the lady wished for, nor even the names of 
any of her deceased relatives. Her own name had not 
been mentioned, and she had never been near the 
medium before. The following is exactly what hap
pened, except that I alter the surname, which was a 
very unusual one, having no authority to publish it. 
The letters I wrote down were of the following kind : 
-yrnehnospmoht. After the first three-yrn-had 
been taken down, my friend said,-" This is nonsense ; 
we had better begin again." Just then her pencil was 
at " e," and raps came, when a thought struck me 
(having read off, but never witnessed a single occur
rence), and I said, "Please, go on ; I think I see what 
is meant." . When the spelling was finished, I handed 
the paper to her, but. she could see no meaning in it 
till I divided it at the first h, and asked her to read 
each portion backwards, when . to her intense astonish
ment the name " Henry Thompson" came out-that of 
a deceased son of whom she had wished to hear-correct 
in every letter. Just about that time I had been 
hearing ad nauseam of the superhuman acuteness of 
mediums who detect the letters of the name the deluded 
visitors expect, notwithstanding all their care to pass 
the pencil over the letters . with perfect regularity. 
This experience, however (for the substantial accuracy 
of which, as above narrated, I vouch), was and is, to my 
mind, a complete .. disproof of every explanation yet 
given of the means by which the names of deceased 
persons are rapped out. Of course I do not expect any 

F 
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sceptic, whether scientific or unscientific, to accel\t such 
facts, of which I could give many, on my testimony, 
but neither must they expect me, nor the thousands 
of intelligent men to whom equally conclusive tests 
have occurred, to accept their short and easy methods 
of explaining them. 

I may say that although I have heard a great many 
accusations of imposture, I have never detected it 
myself; and although a large proportion of the more 
extraordinary phenomena are such that, if impostures, 
they could only be performed by means of ingenious 
apparatus or machinery, none has ever been discovered. 
I consider it no exaggeration to say that the main facts 
are now as well established and as easily verifiable as 
any of the more exceptional phenomena of nature 
which are not yet reduced to law. They have a most 
important bearing on the interpretation of history, 
which is full of narratives of similar facts, and on the 
nature of life and intellect, on which physical science 
throws a very feeble and uncertain light; and it is my 
firm and deliberate belief that every branch of philo
sophy must suffer till they are honestly and seriously 
investigated, and dealt with as constituting an essential 
portion of the phenomena of human nature. 
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REICHENBACH'S MAGNETIC FLAMES 
AND OTHER PHENOMENA. 

BY THB LoRD LINDSAY. • 

ON the evening of the 11th July I was showing some 
experiments in my laboratory to Lord Adare, Mr 
Bergheim, Mr. Home, and my brother-in-law. 

It occurred to me to try if Home was able to see a 
~agnet in the dark. This is an experiment which I 
believe was made by Reichenbach, and although, like 
myself, he was never able to distinguish the light, yet 
he found a number of persons who did see it under 
test conditions. 

I asked Mr. Home, and he expressed himself willing 
to try the ~xperiment. I then took into one of my 
rooms, which was totally dark, a large permanent 
magnet, and having removed the armature, I placed it 

• This article is extracted from The Bpiritualiat newspaper of July 
15, 1871. Lord Lindsay is eminent in several branches of literature, 
art, and science, and has held high positions in the Royal Society and 
Royal Astronomical Society. He has fitted ont one or two expeditions 
to photograph total eclipses and other solar phenomena, and the 
J'llllllta have been of considerable interest ...... ED. 
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on the floor, near the wall, at a considerable distance 
from the door. 

Mr. _Home was then brought into the room, and re
mained standing near the door for some moments. 

He then said that he saw some sort of light on the 
floor in a corner of the room, and immediately said to 
roe-" Give me your hand, and I will show you exactly 
where I see it." He then led me straight across the 
room, and without the least hesitation stooped down 
and placed my hand on the magnet. 

I have been trying for more than two years to get a 
satisfactory result iJ;t this experiment, but hitherto with 
only doubtful success. 

The instrument used was a large compound magnet, 
capable of sustaining a weight of about 20 lbs. 

I may mention that on another occasion I was sitting 
with Mr. Home and Lord Adare, and a cousin of his. 
During the sitting Mr. Home went into a trance, and 
in that state was carried out of the window in the room 
next to where we were, and was brought in at our 
window. The distance between the windows was 
about 7ft. 6 in., and there was not the slightest foothold 
between them, nor was there more than a 12-inch pro
jection to each window, which served as a ledge to put 
flowers on. 

We heard the window in the next room lifted up, 
and almost immediately after, we saw Home floating in 
the air outside our window. 

The moon was shining full into the room ; my back 
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was to the light, and I saw the shadow on the wall of 
the window-sill, and Home's feet about six inches above 
it. He remained in this position for a few seconds, 
then raised the window and glided into the room, feet 
foremost, and sat down. 

Lord Adare then went into the next room to look at 
the window from which he had been carried. It was 
raised about eighteen inches, and he expressed his 
wonder how Mr. Home had been taken through so 
narrow an aperture. 

Home said (still in trance)," I will show you;" and 
then, with his back to the window, he leaned back, and 
was shot out of the aperture head first, with the body 
rigid, and then returned quite quietly. 

The window is about 70 feet from the ground. 
I very much doubt whether any skilful tight-rope 
dancer would like to attempt a feat of this description, 
where the only means of crossing would be by a perilous 
leap, or being home across in such a manner as I have 
described, placing the question of the light aside. 
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POWERFUL PHYSICAL MANIFESTA
TIONS.• 

BY Dr. A. BUTLEROF, ProfeBior of Chemi1tty in the Uniwr1ity of 
St. Peteriburg. 

THE seances with Williams took place in our hotel 
(Inns of Court Hotel, Holborn), in Mr. Aksakof's 
room; three of them, including two of the most success
ful, by day, when we excluded the light from the only 
wi.Ii.dow by means of shutters, curtains, and a piece of 
woollen cloth, ~o as to produce almost total darkness. 
The room was small, had but one door, and contained 
only the ordinary furniture of an hotel apartmeJJ.t; it 
had not even a wardrobe. The walls were papered in 
the ordinary manner ; we were certain that there was 
nothing suspicious about them ; the room was between 
two others, one of which was occupied by myself. We 
began each seance by sitting with hands joined round 

. I 

a small table; at the three last seances Williams sat 
both at the table and in the " cabinet," which was 
formed by suspending my plaid across one comer of 
the room. 

• Translated from P1ychic Studia (Leipzig), by Emily Kislingbury, 
March 1876. 
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I will not describe every seance in detail, but will 
relate only the most striking manifestations. While 
we sat at the table, holding Williams fast, various 
objects were brought to us from a chest of drawers in 
the room, which stood behind Williams, at a distance 
of about four feet, Williams remaining meanwhile 
immovable. Even if he had had his hands free, the 
objects would have been beyond his reach. At the 
first sitting M. Aksakof and myself were both touched 
on the face with something soft. This, as we after
wards learned, was M. Aksakof's silk scarf, which was 
lying in his hat on the drawers, and had been brought 
to us with the hat. Immediately ·afterwards the hat 
itself was crushed down on M. Aksakofs head, and 
then, at my expressed wish, also placed upon my head. 
At another sitting, we being all in the same position 
as before, a musical box, which was playing on the 
table, was raised in the air, and wafted to and fro, as 
we could tell distinctly by the sound. Presently the 
box was placed for a moment on my right shoulder 
next to Williams, while I still continued to hold him 
fast. Another time various articles were brought, and 
placed upon our table or in our hands, such as a match
box, which was also opened, a clothes-brush, and a 
tra veiling-strap. 

When Williams was placed bound in the cabinet, or 
rather behind my plaid, which was suspended like a 
curtain, the phenomena were more powerful, especially 
at the two last seances. As we sat at the table we 
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heard the voices of Peter and of J uhn King. This 
latter personage is a well-known apparition at Williams's 
circles, and manifests both audibly and visibly. Peter's 
voice is quite different from that of King, who speaks 
in a deep bass and very quickly. These voices sug
gested that we should have a cabinet seance. We 
lighted a candle for a few minutes, while Williams 
placed himself behind the curtain. We had formerly 
bound his hands together with tape, which was passed 
round his neck, and fastened to nails which we had 
driven in the wall for the purpose. In these last sit
tings our precautions were taken even more securely; 
we screwed an iron staple into the wall; a long tape 
was fastened round the medium's neck, and another 
piece was passed three times round the wrists, which 
were drawn together and securely tied. The long ends 
of both tapes were then threaded through the iron 
staple, and drawn across to our table, where I held 
them all through the sitting with my left hand. After 
each sitting the tapes were found intact throughout 
their length ; the last time the three bands round the 
wrists were found to be flat and clean, and I was able, 
while holding the tapes, to feel the slightest motion on 
the part of the medium. Only at the beginning did 
Williams draw in his hands a little, apparently as he 
was passing into the mediumistic sleep. Later on, while 
the phenomena were taking place, he did not stir in the 
slightest degree. We two sat at the table, on the 
side farthest from the cabinet, with our faces turned 
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towards it, at a distance of about three feet from the 
curtain. 

I will relate a few characteristic occurrences of the 
last sitting. After the light was put out, we again 
heard the voices of Peter and John. These voices were 
usually heard, and appeared to come from various parts 
of the room ; at one moment they were close to us, at 
another farther off, and often on the side opposite to 
that on which the medium sat. Presently phosphor
escent lights were floating. in the air, and immediately 
the form of John King became visible. This appari
tion is accompanied by a greenish phosphorescent light, 
which increase~ in brightness, lighting up John's bust. 
It is then seen that this light comes from a luminous 
substance, which the form holds in its hand. The 
manly face, with a thick black beard, is tolerably dis
tinct ; the head is draped with a white turban, and 
the upper part of the body with white garments. The 
form was outside the cabinet, and near to us. We 
only saw it for a moment at a time ; the light vanished, 
and the form retreated into the darkness, but reappeared 
again as quickly. The voice of John comes from the 
spot where the figure stands, generally, but not always, 
while the form is invisible. John asked us what he 
should do for us. M. Aksakof begged that he would 
rise to the ceiling and say a few words to us in that 
position. Accordingly we saw the form appear just 
over our table, and then gradually rise upwards to the 
ceiling, which became visible in the light proceeding 
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from the luminous object in the hand of the figure. 
While up there, John called out to us-" Will that 
do?" (Ist es 10 recht f) 

Peter, in the meantime, although invisible, was busy 
and loquacious in the darkness, moving various objects 
through the air and touching us with them. As before 
mentioned, we sat on the side of the table furthest 
from the curtain ; behind our backs, about four feet 
distant, stood the wash-stand, on which were a water
bottle and glass. Suddenly we heard the ringing of 
glasses over our heads, as if two pieces were being 
struck together. Then followed a rapid pouring of 
water into the glass ; the glass was handed to M. 
Aksakof, the bottle to myself. As it stood in my hand 
I felt sensibly that another hand was holding it above. 
At this moment we heard the medium move and groan, 
and the voice of Peter exclaiming that he wanted to 
give " his medium" something to drink. The water
bottle floated away from my hand ; we heard the move
ment and inarticulate murmuring of the awakening 
medium, mingled with the voice of Peter, then the 
gurgling of water from the bottle, and in another 
instant I received. the bottle back into my hand. 
During all that I have described, and indeed throughoqt 
the sitting, we were satisfied-so far as our hearing 
could perceive-that Williams remained in his corner, 
while the voices of John and Peter were speaking near 
to us outside the cabinet; occasionally also the sounds 
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proceeding from the medium, and the speaking of John 
and Peter, were almost simultaneous. 

In conclusion, let me remark that it is quite natural 
if other Russian inquirers regard these phenomena with 
suspicion. Owing to the scarcity of mediums in our 
country, they have had at present few opportunities of 
observing them; nevertheless, they have not held back 
altogether, but took up the investigation so soon as some 
of their colleagues announced seriously that they had 
really witnessed the manifestations. On the whole, 
American and English men of science have furnished the 
most remarkable examples of prejudice and obstinacy. 
It is easy enough for them to inquire and observe, and 
to convince themselves of the objective reality of the 
phenomena; they have powerful mediums always at 
hand, and yet, with a few honourable exceptions, they 
prefer to deny or to ignore the existence of these facts, 
and to treat as unworthy of attention or credit the 
testimony of such men as Hare, De Morgan, Wallace, 
Crookes, Varley, and others. In no far-off future such 
conduct as this will be pointed at as a glaring example 
of scientific prejudice and scientific superstition. I am 
aware that these words can hardly be allowed to appear 
in conjunction ; the adjective" scientific," however, does 
not here refer to true science, which knows neither pre
judice nor superstition, but only to such men who may 
belong to its ranks on the one hand, but who do not 
work in the true spirit .of science so long as they p~-
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tend to serve the cause of human knowledge by a 
system of ignoring facts. 

May the scales soon fall from their eyes, and may 
they soon enter on the only path to truth; namely, the 
path of Experiment.* 

ST. PETERSBURG, December 2-14, 1875. 

* M. Alexander Aksako(, Russian Imperial Councillor, Nevsky 
Prospect 6, St. Petersburg, a~~nded a note to the original of this 
article in Payckic Studiu, testltying to the accuracy of the narrative. 
-ED. 
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TESTIMONY OF" THE TIMES" NEWS
PAPER. 

ON Friday, December 27, 1872, The Times printed an 
article three and a half columns long on Spiritualism, 
in which many seances were described by the corre
spondent of that journal, who attended some spirit
circles to see what the manifestations were like. He 
gives the following description of part of a dark seance 
with Messrs. Herne and Williams :-

" We took hold of one hand of each medium, and at 
the same time pressed a foot and knee firmly against 
the foot and knee on each side of us. Our friend sat 
in precisely the same manner, and thus the" mediums " 
were kept in complete custody. A box of matches was 
on the table. We sat as still as a mouse, listening for 
the least sound. Presently we felt something hard 
pressing gently against the back of our head. Saying 
nothing, we leaned our head backwards, when the sub
Rtance seemed to yield, and slid softly over our hair. 
We made a sudden grasp at it with our left hand, still 
holding fast the right hand of the medium, when there 
was a sound of something falling heavily on the table. 
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Our friend instantly struck a match, and lo ! one of the 
cane-bottomed chairs, which when we sat down were 
arranged round the room, was lying on the table. . . . 
We must confess the chair in the dark fairly puzzled 
us, and we came away, very far indeed from being 
Spiritualists, but wishing we could spare time and 
trouble to come again and again till we had sifted the 
whole matter to the bottom." 

The Times correspondent also describes a light stance 
through the mediumship of Miss Kate Fox and Mr. 
D. D. Home, held at 20 Mornington Road, London, the 
house of a well-known man of science. In the course 
of the narrative he says :-

"Two spirit-lamps were lit ; these gave a fair light. 
The raps btlcame louder, and, in the usual method, 
directed us to take a leaf out of the table. This was done, 
when the table appeared to float up about eight inches 
off the floor, settling down again in a gentle swaying 
manner. The thin wooden lath lying on the cloth was 
seen by the whole party to be in motion. It tilted up 
sideways and endways, and then seemed to float back
wards and forwards. Holding our hand three inches, 
as near as we could guess, above the cloth, the lath 
rose three times ; the last time it touched our hands, 
and directly afterwards the table jumped and shook 
violently, and loud raps seemed to come from all parts 
of it and of the floor. 
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TESTIMONY OF "THE DAILY 
TELEGRAPH." 

THE following is a portion of an article on " Spirit 
Forms," written by a special correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph, and published in that journal on the 
12th August 1873:-

"We arranged ourselves in a semicircle around the 
curtains which separated the small, back drawing-room 
from the large front one, joined hands, sang until we were 
as hoarse as crows, and kept our eyes steadily fixed 
on an aperture left between the curtains for the faces 
to show themselves. The room was in blank darkness, 
and, feeling rather tired of the incantation, I looked 
over my shoulder into the gloom, and, lo, a shadowy 
form stood self-illuminated not far from me. At last 
I had seen it-a good orthodox ghost in white, and 
visible in the darkness. It was the form of the re
doubtable John King himself, who was, I believe, a 
bold buccaneer in the flesh, but who looked more like 
an Arab sheikh in the spirit. He sailed about the 
room, talked to us, and finally disappeared. Even
tually he reappeared behind the curtains, and for a 
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brief space the portiere was drawn aside, and the spirit
form was seen lighting up the recumbent figure of the 
medium, who was stretched on a sofa, apparently in 
deep trance. It must be borne in mind that we were 
forming a cordon round the passage from one room to 
the other during the whole of this time. A trio of 
"spirits" generally puts in an appearance at these 
seances. In this case there were .John King, whom I 
had now seen as well as heard ; Katie, the familiar of 
Miss B.; and a peculiarly lugubrious gentleman named 
Peter, who I fancy has not been seen, but who has 
several times done me the favour of grasping my hand 
and hoisting me towards the ceiling, as though he were 
going to carry me off bodily to spirit-land. I stand 
some six feet in my boots, and have stepped upon my 
chair, and still felt the hand coming downwards to me, 
wherefrom I have no idea. But my latest experiences 
have still to be told. I was invited a few weeks ago 
to a very select seance, indeed, where the same medium 
was to officiate. This family, who spared no expense 
in their investigations, had actually got a large hand
some cabinet standing in their dining-room as a recog
nised piece of furniture. It was only used, however, 
on this occasion for the imprisonment of the medium. 
The evolutions of John King, who soon appeared, all 
took place outside the cabinet door. He was only 
" materialised '' to the middle; and, to our utter amaze
ment, came up to the table, and appru:ently through 

the table, into the very middle of the circle, where he 
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disported himself in various ways, keeping up an 
animated conversation the whole time, and frequently 
throwing himself into the attitude of a person swimming 
on his back. He also went upwards as high as the 
gaselier, and altogether did a good many marvellous 
things, considering that all this time he presented the 
appearance of only half a man, illuminated by his own 
light. 

"On one occasion only have I been seated next to the 
medium during the manifestation of any of these forms. 
At this seance I held him firmly by one hand, and a 
slightly sceptical lady had the other. We never let go 
for a moment, but during the whole of the sitting, 
while John King, Katie, and Peter were talking, tiny 
children's hands were playing with my arm, hands, 
and hair. There were, of course, no children in the 
room. Peter, the lu.,aubrious, is great at light porterage; 
I have known him bring a large collection of valu
able 8evres china, and a time-piece with its glass case, 
from the chimney-piece to the table-no easy task in the 
light, much less in blank darkness. He also frequently 
takes down the pictures from the walls, and puts them 
on the table. Katie winds up a large musical box, and 
wafts it, while playing, all over the room. Of course, 
we rub our eyes, and ask what on earth, if it be on 
earth, does this mean 1 I have not--to keep up the 
diction of my subject--the ghost of an idea. If it's 
conjuring, why don't the mediums say so, and enter the 
field openly against Messrs. M:askelyne and Cooke, and 

G 
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Dr. Lynn ? Even if I had a decided opinion about it, 
I should refrain from propounding it here, because, in 
the first place, it would be an impertinence ; and, in the 
second, no conclusion can be arrived at upon testimony 
alone. People must see for themselves, and draw their 
own inferences. In the meantime the thing, whatever 
it is, grows, and grows upwards. A year ago I had to 
journey East to find it. Now I must array myself 
gorgeously like a Staffordshire miner, and seek the 
salons of the West. The great disideratum, it appears 
to me, is that some man, with a name in science, 
should examine the matter, honestly resolving to 
endorse the facts if true, but to expose them merci
lessly if there be a loop-hole for suspicion. Omne 
ignotum pro magnifico habetur. I used to think ghosts 
big things, but that was before I knew them. I 
should think no more of meeting a ghost now than 
·a donkey on a dark night, and would infinitely 
sooner tackle a spirit than a burglar. People's curio
sity is roused, and the sooner somebody gets at the 
truth the better. It is a somewhat irksome task, 
it is true, but no general principle can be arrived at 
except by an induction of particulars. Let us be 
Baconian, even to our ghosts. If they are ghosts, they 
are a good deal more substantial than I thought. I{ 
they are not, let somebody, in the name of nineteenth
century science, send them off as with the crow 
of chanticleer, and let us hear no more of spirit-faces 
or spirit-forms." 
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SLATE- WRITING EXPERIMENTS. 

BY EPEB SARGENT •• 

ON Tuesday, September 18th, 1877, I bought a new 
slate, protected by pasteboard covers, and proceeded 
to No. 46 Beach Street, Boston ; rang the bell, and 
inquired for Mr. Watkins. I was ushered upstairs into 
a small reception-room, where Mr. Longley, his agent, 
told me that he (Watkins) was engaged with a sitter, 
but would soon be at leisure. In about three minutes 
a young man entered, smoking the stump of a cigar" 
and looking flushed and in a bad mood. 

In an off-hand and not very deferential tone, he 

* Mr. Epes Sargent was born at Gloucester, near Boston, Massa
chusetts, and while yet young was appointed assistant in the editorial. 
department of the Bo1tun. Daily Advertiaer. He afterwards became 
political correspondent at Washington to the Daily Atlas, and subse
quently edited The Mirror, The New York World, and other publications 
at New York. He has likewise edited works for large American publish
ing firms. He is the author of four plays, all of which have been 
successfully represented, including Vela•co, which was brought out by 
Miss Ellen Tree, afterwards Mrs. Charles Kean. He is the author of. 
several books of poems, also the well-known song, "A Life on the 
Ocean Wave," set to Music by Mr. Henry Russell. For many years 
he edited the Bolton Daily Tranacript. His book, Plancltette, or the 
Dupair of Scien~, is one of the most useful connected with Spiritual
ism.-ED. 
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asked me to follow him upstairs. I had never seen 
him before, and soon learnt that he had never seen me. 
He took me into a very modest sleeping-room, having 
two windows fronting on Beach Street, the principal 
furniture of which was a bed, a. small table, a. wash
stand, and two chairs. A young, girlish-looking 
woman, with features remarkable for their expression 
of an almost childlike guilelessness and innocence, 
was introduced to me as Mrs. Watkins. My first 
favourable impressions of her were fully confirmed by 
subsequent inquiries. After a polite greeting she left 
the room, and Mr. Watkins and I were left alone. The 
noonday sun was streaming~in. It was about half-past 
12 P.M., one of our clear, bright September days .. 

Mr. Watkins still seemed flushed and excited. He 
paced the room for a moment uneasily, and when I 
asked him whether I could use the new slate I had 
brought, he replied, not in the most conciliatory tone :-

" If you choose to have me charge a dollar extra, 
you can use it. It requires more effort-is more ex
hausting-when I do ,.not use my own well-charged 
slate." 

" Very well," said I meekly ; " we will take what 
comes." 

" I am depressed," said he, still pacing the room ; " I 
have had something to disturb me ; I feel sulky." 

If there was acting in this, it was done with the 
art that conceals art. 

My patience and my cheery words at last seemed to 
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have their effect. He put his hand on my head for a 
moment, then took his seat opposite to me at the table ; 
then rose suddenly, and, standing off three feet from 
his chair, said-

" Does your last name begin with S ? " 
"Yes." 
"Does your first name begin with E ? " 
"Yes." 
Then his clouded face brightening, and a sweet smile 

transfiguring it, " You are Epes Sargent ! " he exclaimed, 
while the tears sprang to his eyes. 

"Yes ; you are right." 
"Forgive me all my rudeness and ill-humour," said 

he, cordially shaking my proffered hand. " Come ; we 
will try to get something good. Write half-a-dozen 
names on slips of paper, and do it so that you will be 
sure I do not see you write." 

Tearing off bits of paper, I wrote the names of six 
departed friends. I concealed the movement of my 
hand whil~ writing, though he had turned away with
out manifesting the slightest wish to see me. (The 
Carpenterian theory, you know, is that the medium 
guesses by the movement of your pencil what you have 
written.) Without touching the pellets-only pointing 
at them with a slate-pencil-Mr. Watkins gave me the 
name written on each. I unfolded them one by one, 
and found that in every instance he was right. There 
was no conceivable escape from this proof of super
sensual powers of vision somewhere. 
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He now handed me two slates, which I cleaned 
thoroughly with a wet towel, which I had asked for. The 
theory that by some chemical process there might be 
some writing upon a slate ineffaceable by scrubbing, 
but made visible after a minute or two, was wholly 
disproved by subsequent occurrences. Mr. Watkins 
did not touch the slates after I had washed them. He 
simply placed a crumb of slate-pencil between them, 
and told me to hold them out at arm's length. This 
I did, first satisfying myself once more that they did 
not bear the mark of a single letter on any of their 
surfaces. I held the two joined slates 9ut in my left 
hand, the medium being some four feet distant from 
them. " Do you hear writing 1 " asked he. I put my 
ear down, and distinctly heard the light scratching of 
the bit of slate-pencil " It is finished," said he, as a· 
slight rap came on the slate. I did not see how there 
could have been time for more than a simple name to 
have been written ; but when I took one slate from the 
other, there, on the surface of the lower slate, was a 
letter of fifty-four words, signed with the name of a 
deceased brother, which name I had not written down 
among those on the pellets. The letter was character
istic, but gave no startling proof of the writer's identity. 
The handwriting had a general resemblance to my 
brother's, but I omitted to take steps to compare it 
carefully before the writing was rubbed out. 

See how completely this simple, clear, fair, and square 
experience knocks into utter insignificance the ~nkes-
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terian theory of fraud, of knee-writing, of the use of a 
bit of slate-pencil wedged in under the finger-nail ! 
Mr. Watkins, as hundreds of witnesses can now testify, 
has utterly demolished and dismissed from the minds 
of careful, unprepossessed investigators this stupid 
theory for ever. 

A still better test was in store for me. The little 
slate, in stiff pasteboard covers, which I had bought an 
hour before, and brought with me, had rested untouched 
near my right elbow on the table. Mr. Watkins now 
took it up, lifted a cover, put a crumb of slate-pencil on 
the surface of the slate, closed the cover, and handed 
the slate to me. I know that there was no manipula
tion, no delay, no possibility of trick on his part. I 
know that no " prepossession" or expectancy of my 
own was a possible factor in the case, if I can be per
mitted to use my reason in saying so. I looked at the 
slate on both sides-satisfied myself (though there was 
no occasion for this under the circumstances) that it 
had not been tampered with, then held it out, and the 
name written on it was Anna Cora Mowatt, afterwards 
Ritckie, whose funeral I attended at Kensal Green in 
London, when Mr. Varley, Mr. D. D. Home, Mrs. 
Cox, Mr. Harrison, and other Spiritualists were pre
sent. 

I held my own slate out a second time, and then 
came the words: "My dear brot'ker,-Yours, Lizzie." 
Her name had not been even written or uttered by me 
up to this time. Lizzie was the name by which we had 

Digitized by Coogle 



PSYCHIC FACTS. 

always called her, though sh¥J 
Elizabeth. 

Again I held out my own 

herself 

words:-" My dear son, God bleis/5 who 

'~"'"n''""--.h'IJelj Sargent. 
intervals the slate was held by me, and 

possible way by which any human trick 
cauld have been practised. The sunshine 

"''"'"''"""'"'"'"" into the room; the medium sat there 
before me ; no other person 
stringent conditions could have 
Messrs. Lankester and Donkin" 
writhed as if in torture every 
took :place" It was evidently 

excitement on bis part. 

No more 

however, 
slate-writing 

by some 

E. Watkins is twenty-nine years old, 
a highly nervous and sensitive tern
is a far different person intellectually 

from what I had been led He showed, 
by flashes, a high order of regret that I 
could not have taken down in some of his 
remarks. 

He now took my slate, and, re-examined 
it, held. out in his own hand, and in less than ten 

side was fully covered with a letter from 
Here it is:-
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" Spirit Land. 
"MY DEAR BROTBER,-1 come to you this morning with my 

heart full of love for you, and I think that perhaps you may 
believe that it is me, your own sister. George is here with me. 

" Your loving sister, 
"LIZZIE. 

"If you ever doubt spirit-communion, look at this slate. 
"Your sister, 

"LIZZIE." 

I still have the slate, with the writing uneffaced. 
There were no punctuation marks, but the word believe 
was underlined. The whole was written in less than 
twelve seconds. I cannot say whether the expression 
it is m£ would have been used by my sister. It is 
defended by some grammarians as quite as proper as 
the French 0 'est moi. 

Other curious things took place at this my first, and 
as yet only, sitting ; but I have no time at present 
to describe them. The next evening (Wednesday) 
Mr. and Mrs. Watkins, with their agent, took tea 
with us at our house, I having engaged him to give a 
sitting to my wife. He had had nine sitters that day, 
however, and felt the need of relaxation ; so I deferred 
the formal sitting, and we had a pleasant evening, 
giving Watkins full freedom to act out his peculiarities. 
He is a nervous, restless creature, thin and wiry in 
his form, and apparently unable to sit still five minutes 
at a time. 

Once he started up and moved about the room, as 
if followed by something. "What is the meaning of 
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this 1" said he. "Here is a dog-a black dog-follow
ing me about; he is so large "-indicating his size by 
stretching apart his hands. "He answers to the name 
of Rock." 

No possible clue had Watkins had to this discovery. 
Poor Rock ! He was a splendid black-and-tan-coloured 
setter, who had often entered my library (where we 
were now seated), put up his nose as if to see what 
I was writing, and then gone quietly off after getting a 
pat on the head from me. He was the best-behaved, 
most intelligent, and gentlemanly dog I ever knew. He 
died from being poisoned some months ago. He 
belonged to the son of a lady (Mrs. W.) who had been 
at the tea-table with us that evening, and who was 
sitting talking with Mr. Longley in the next room, 
while my wife, her brother, and I were listening to 
Watkins. He seemed highly elated and amused by 
this canine identification, and ran, boy-like, and asked 
Mrs. W. if she had a coloured friend in the other world. 

My wife found Mrs. Watkins an unsophisticated 
interesting little lady, only twenty years old, a country 
girl whom Watkins had met and married in the little 
village of Florence, in Massachusetts, a year ago. She 
is exercising an excellent influence over him-strange, 
wayward, impulsive creature that he is ! She said 
to Mrs. Sargent, " He has been cast off by his own 
mother, who is very orthodox, and whom he dearly 
loves; but I hope to be both a mother and a wife to 
him." The words coming from this little, gentle, 
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delicate person, who does not look more than seventeen, 
were almost ludicrously pathetic. 

Within the week I have sent my brother James to 
get a ,sitting, also my friend John L. Shorey. Both 
got tests equally good with my own. Both got the 
independent slate-writing, under the strict, simple, 
and conclusive conditions I have named. My brother 
received a characteristic letter from our father, in 
which the signature had his peculiarities, shown in 
a " long s," extending below the line, and a very 
peculiar " g." 

Watkins, who left the room while my brother wrote 
out his slips and rolled them tightly up into pellets, 
had not touched or seen one of them. 

"That is an ancient name," said he re-entering, and 
pointing to a pellet, without touching it. My brother 
thought of Abel Ball, one of the names he had written. 
" I will write the name on a slate," said Watkins; and, 
much to my brother's surprise, he wrote it-.Arria 
Sargent. It was right, as was found on unfolding 
the pellet The name A'l"l'ia had been introduced into 
our family from an old engraving which I remember, 

·when a boy, seeing on the wall at the house of my 
great uncle (bearing my name), and illustrating the 
story of "Arria and Pretus " in Roman history. The 
Emperor has ordered Pretus to stab himself. Arria 
snatches the dagger from her husband's hand and stabs 
herself, saying, " It is not difficult, Pretus I" Well 
might the medium call it an ancient name. 
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Mr. Shorey had written the name of a deceased 
friend with whom he had had many discussions on 
Spiritualism, and who •had tried to convince him of 
its truth. The message written and signed (Mr. 
Shorey holding the slate) was-" You see it is all t'I"Ue." 

I could tell you of a Greek gentleman, a professor 
in one of our institutions, who got a message in modern 
Greek from his grandfather, every accent rightly 
marked, and the words all correct. 

I could tell you of a Swedish gentleman, a com
missioner at the gre~t Philadelphia Centennial Exhi
bition, who got a satisfactory message in Swedish. 

The proofs that the intelligence operating is inde
pendent of the medium's mind are so direct and 
various that we cannot resist them. We have heard 
bad things of Watkins; that, for money, he has been 
as ready to tum "exposer" of Spiritualism as defender ; 
that he has attempted sham materialisations, &c., &c. 
But if he should come out to-morrow and declare that 
his slate-writing was all jugglery, it would not make 
the slightest impression on me, or on some hundred 
other investigators, unless he could teach us how to 
produce the same thaumaturgic results under the same 
conditions. 

According to his own expressions, he has been a 
" wild, bad, wicked, reckless fellow ; but my little wife 
is curing me," he adds. He is certainly the most 
remarkable medium (Foster excepted) I have ever met; 
and he gives the fairest, simplest, most scientific, and 
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incontestable proofs of the operation of a psychic or 
spiritual force, independent of all possibilities of trick, 
prepossession, jugglery, collusion, or illusion. He fears 
no sceptical influence ; he is eager to meet Lankester, 
Carpenter, or any one we can name; and whatever 
his past may have been, there can be no doubt of his 
wonderful medial power. 

Just before my brother entered the medium's room 
on Wednesday (September gth), a Mr. Maxfield, from 
Maine, a man of excellent character but a confirmed 
atheist, had had a sitting. Watkins allowed him to .. 
write a number of names, he (Watkins). leaving him 
alone in the rooiD. Watkins now re-enters, and says ; 
"You have mixed these pellets, so that you cannot tell 
which is which ? " 

"Yes." 
"You are certain that I have not seen or touched 

one of them ? " 
"Yes." 
"If you hold out one of them, and I tell you the 

name and the relationship the writer bears to you, what 
shall you say ? " 

" I shall believe." 
" Open that pellet, then, and you will find the name " 

(giving it in full) " of -- Maxfield, your father." 
Mr. Maxfield opened the pellet, saw the name, 

turned pale, covered his face with his hands, and wept 
like a child. The atheism and unbelief of years were 
shivered as by a lightning stroke. 
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" Now stop that," said Watkins, "and let me tell 
you the names on all the other pellets you have in your 
hand." And one by one he gave every name correctly. 
Mr. Maxfield came again in the afternoon, and got 
further striking tests. As he is to write out himself 
a full account of his experiences, I will say no more. 
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SPIRITUALISM AND INSANITY. 

BY EUGENE CROWELL, M.D.* 

" This form of delusion (Spiritualism) is very prevalent in America, 
and the asylums contain many of its victims ; nearly ten thousand 
persons, having gone insane on the subject, are confined in the public 
asylums of the United States. 

"Dr. L. S. FoRBES WINSLow, of London." 

"There is not an insane asylum from Maine to Texas which .does 
not contain victims of Spiritualism. 

"Rev. Dr. TALlllAGE, of Brooklyn, New York." 

THE FACTS. 

THE number of asylums or institutions for the insane 
in the United States, July 1, 1876, according to the 
American Journal of Insanity, was : State Institutions, 
58; City or County, 10; Incorporated Charitable, 10; 

Private, 9; total, 87 ; and 8 others were then in pro-

* Dr. Eugene Crowell was born in New York, February 14. 1817. 
In 1842 he graduated as a physician at the University of New York, 
after which he followed his profession in that city for nine years ; be 
then went to San Francisco for ten years, during which his career was 
highly successful, and at the end of the period he retired. For a 
number of years he was Supervisor of the City of San Francisco ; he 
was also a member of the United States Sanitary Commission. 
Between the ages of eighteen and fifty he was a materialist, but the 
study of mesmerism then drew his attention to Spiritualism, and the 
facts converted him.-ED. 
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cess of construction. The whole number of patients 
in these 87 institutions, at that date, as estimated by 
the same authority was, 28,558. 

In December last, 1876, I addressed the following 
questions to each of the medical superintendents of the 
institutions for the insane in the United States. 

1. The number of patients admitted to, or under 
treatment in, your institution during the past year; or 
if this has not yet been ascertained, then during the 
previous year'? 

2. In how many cases was the insanity ascribed to 
religious excitement 1 

~· In how many to excitement caused by Spiritual
ism? 

In answer to these questions I have received either 
written replies, or published official reports-generally 
both-from 66 superintendents, but of these only 58 
are available for the purposes of this exhibit, the re
mainder not furnishing the information required. 
The information obtained from the 58 reports and 
written replies is here given in a tabulated form, and 
every fact and figure bearing upon this question, 
favourably or adversely, in the reports and letters 
received, is here presented. 
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INSTITUTIONS, h) 11J .... 

I>< ;n e~ 
~'i " ~------ --

Maine lnsa.ue Hospital, Auguata, Maine 1875-6 374 4 6 
Vermont Asylum for the Insane, Brattleboro', Vt., 1a7s-6 222 3 
New Hampllhire Asylum for the Insane, Concord, N. H .. 1876 268 3 3 
State Lunatic Hospital, Taunton, Mass. 1876 583 1 1 
Worcester State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. 1a,6 8•9 10 
Shady Lawn Insane Asylum, Northampton, Mass. .a,6 23 3 1 
Boston Lunatic Hospital, Boston, Mass. 1876 •• a 
State Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, Mass. 1a,6 470 9 1 
Butler Hospital for the Insane, Providence, R. I. .a,6 •911 
Connecticut Hospital for the Insane, Middlesex, Conn. 1875 6J6 4 
Retrest for the Insane, Hartford, Conn. .a,5 233 
N. Y. City Asylum for the Insane, Ward's Island, N. Y •• .a,5 401 
N. Y. City Lunatic Asylum, Blackwell's Island, N. Y. .a,5 412 
Bloomingdale Asylum, N. Y. .a,5 .a, 
State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, N. Y. .a,5 1004 
Morvial County Insane Asylum, N. Y. 18,6 •so 4 
N. Y. State Asylum for Insane Criminals, Auburn, N. Y. .a,6 a a 
Sanford Hall Insane Asylum, Flushing, N. Y. .a,6 4a • 
King's County Lunatic Asylum, Flatbusb, N. Y .. • a,6 751 a 
State Hom<BOpathlc Asylum, Middleton, N. Y .. •a1s-6 .a, 
Private Insane Asylum, Ple1111a11tville, N. Y. 18,6 6 
New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum, Trenton, N.J. 1a76 4a7 a 
Western Penusylvanla Hospital, Dixmont, Penn. •875 '10 4 
State Lunatic Asylum of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Penn. 1876 167 I 

State Hospital for the Insa.ue, Danville, Penn. • ,a73-6 6oo 9 I 

Insane Department of Philadelphia Hospital, PhUa., Penn. .a,6 383 7 
Friends' Asylum for the Insane, Philadelphia, Penn. ,a,6 122 
Penusylvanla Hospital for Insa.ue, Philadelphia, Penn. 1876 o6a 
Insane Asylum, College Hlll, Ohio ,a76 95 3 
Western Ohio Hospital for Insane, Dayton, Ohio 1a75 8o6 20 

Longview Asylum, Carthage, Ohio 18,6 767 5 
Cleveland H011pitsl for the Insane, Newburg, Ohio 1876 763 13 • 
Northwestern Hospital for Insane, Toledo, Ohio .a,6 15a 8 5 
Michigan Asylum for the Insane, Kalamallll), Mich. 1876 a so a • 
Wlaconsin State Hospital for the Insane, Mendota, Wis .• 1876 .a. 6 
Northern Hospital for Insane, Winnebago, Wis. 1876 530 
Iowa Hospital for Insane, Mount Ple1111a11t, Iowa ,a,•-s 1016 7 1 
Hospital for the Insane, Independence, Iowa 1874-5 464 17 3 
St. Vincent'• Institution for the Inaane, St. Louis, Mo. 1874-5 427 7 
St. Louis County Insane Asylum, St. Louis, Mo. 1874-s 721 •8 I 

State Lunatic Asylum, No. o, St. Joseph's, Mo. 1876 126 20 1 
Northern Hospital for the Insane, Elgin, m 1875-6 755 18 I 

Illinois Central Hospital for lniiBDe, Jacksonville, Ill. r875-6 995 13 2 

Bellevue Place Asylum, Batavia, Ill. • 1S,6 so • I 

H 
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~i~ ~] o" .... 
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-- ---- ----
Illinois State Hospital for Insane, Anna, Ill. t876 146 8 3 
!ndinna Hospital for In.snne, ludiannpolis, Ind. 1876 489 
Minncsot.•t. Hospital for Insane, St. Peter's, Miru::.. t876 253 16 
West Kentucky Lunatic Asylum, Hopkimille, Ky .. 1876 341 6 
A!tlbama l nBtllle HospiW, Tuslm!ooBa, Ala. 1876 95 
r.entra.l Lunatic A~ylum, Richmond. Yn. 1871-0 537 49 
Eastern Lun..~tic <\.sylum, Willirunsburg, Va. 176 377 4 
Western Lunatic Asylum. Staunton, \'a. 1876 423 
West \'irgini:. Hospit.~l for t11c In me, Westen, W. Va. t8;6 4o8 II 

lnBtlllo Asylum of North Carolinn, Raleigh, N. C. 1874-0 115 II 

Marylnnd llospit.'li for Insane, B.'litimore, Md. 1876 168 I 

Tex.·\S ~tate Lunatic Asylum, Austin, Texa.>~ 1876 109 8 
:s'ebrnskn Ho,pital for In me. Lincoln, Neb. 1876 133 9 1 
!US3Ile Asylum of Californin, tock ton, Cal. 1876 1201 36 YS 

- ----
[;8 Institutions] Totals, 23,329 412 

From the above table it will be seen that of 2 3,328 
insane persons, now, or recently, in 58 institutions, 412 

are reported insane from religious excitement, and 59 
from excitement caused by Spiritualism. 

59 

Assuming that in December last there were 30,<XX> 
insane persons in the various institutions in the United 
States (an increase of about 450 since July 1876), 
according to the above figures there should be of this 
entire number 530 insane from religious excitement, 
and ;6 from Spiritualism; and whether we regard the 
relative numbers in the above table, or as estimated in 
all the institutions in the G nited States, we find that 
there are seven inmates insane from religious excite
ment, for every one insane from Spiritualism. It will 
also be seen that while there are 87 asylums, there are 
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76 insm1c Spiritualists tenant t'hau1-not one 
(s11ch instituUon. 
The following table presents the statistics of this 

subject, for long terms of years, of thirteen institutions, 
!Ul taken from their official :reports, the other reports 

deficient like infonrrzatson :-

,------------~- ,_ --

INSTITUTIONS. 

'%%"{tJrttlster State Hospital, Wo:r;:~r:;JTtA:J:r, tdass. 
(:L:lilllectlcut HoepAt:JJ v:nsane, Midh~Ud<JK1, Cr-,nn. 
State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, N. Y. , 
Pennsylvania Hospital for Insane, Philadelphia, 

Penn .. 
Western Pennsylvania Hospital, Dixmont, Penn. . 
State ,,Bylum of Fon,m,ylwsula, HaTTisbncg, 

Lonr-i.*'~I Asyhtm, 
Westem Hospital for ['~>yton, Ohio 
Iowa B.tmpitu.l ior Insane, Mouat PlmiBant, Iowa 
Eastern Lunatic Asylum, Williamsburg, Va. . 
Alabama Insane Hospital, Tuska.Ioosa, Ala. 
Indiana Hospital for Insane, lndianapolio, Ind. 
Minne""t" H<>Rpital for Insane, St Peter's, Minn, 

Totnln 

Here we have the records of 58,875 patients, of 
which number the insanity of 1994 is ascribed to 
religious excitement, and that of to the excite-
ment Spiritualismr According these 
30,ooo these (the number inmates 
asylums at the present time) would show 1016 insane 
from religion, and 117 from Spiritualism ; and the 
relative numbers of those whose insanity is ascribed 
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respectively to the excitements of religion and 
Spiritualism, in previous years, and at the present time 
appear as follows : 

In 30,000 patients in previous years, 
From Religion, 1016; from Spiritualism, 117. 

In 30,000 patients at present time, 
From Religion, 530; from Spiritualism, 76; 

showing a diminished number. of cases from both 
Religion and Spiritualism at the present time. 

One important fact should here be noticed, which 
is, that as the knowledge of Spiritualism has ex
tended and the number of its adhere.nts has increased, 
the records show not only a comparatively but ab
solutely less number of cases in which Spiritualism is 
assigned as the exciting cause of insanity, and it is a 
question whether the greater comparative decrease in 
the number of cases ascribed to religious excitement 
may not justly be attributed, in a large degree, to the 
influence of Spiritualism in disseminating more cor
rect, rational, and consequently less revolting ideas of 
the nature and extent of future punishment. Seventy
six insane from Spiritualism at the present time, out of 
a total of 30,000 inmates of our asylums, are within a 

·fraction of 1 in 395, and one-quarter of one per cent. 
of the whole number in asylums, instead of 33 1-3 
per cent., as asserted by Dr. Forbes Winslow. 

In 42 of the published Reports of Institutions for 
the Insane, which have come to hand, there are tablei 
showing the previous occupations of the patients 
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admitted, or treated, within one or more years, anrl 
from these I find that out of a total of 32,3I3 male 
patients, 21 5 are set down as clergymen, while in the 
same reports the total number of male and female 
Spiritualists is only 45· Insarie clergymen are here in 
the proportion of I to every I 50 inmates, while the 
proportion of insane Spiritualists is only I to every 
7II. 

If we estimate the number of Spiritualists in the 
United States as low as 2,000,000, which is less than 
their actual number, we are entitled to a representation 
in the lunatic asylums of I 333, while the number 
actually there, according to the official reports, is only 
76. Thus we are taxed for the support of these insti
tutions, without a fair representation; but as we are 
taught by our religion to exercise charity towards all 
men, we are willing that clergymen, and members of 
their congregations, shall have the lion's share of the 
advantages of these institutions. Their needs are 
greater than ours. 

D. M. Ranney, Superintendent of the Iowa Hospital 
for the Insane, in which (18j4-5) IOI6 patients were 
treated, says in his letter to me, that there is not at 
present one Spiritualist under his care. 

According to the report of the Worcester State 
Lunatic Hospital, Mass., in which, in I876, 829 patients 
were treated, no Spiritualist has been a patient in the 
institution within the last three years. 

Dr. John Curmen, Superintendent of the State 
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Lunatic Asylum at Harrisburg, Penn., in which in
stitution, during the past twenty-five years, 3988 
patients have been admitted, says in his letter to me, 
"We have not had for a long term of years any cases 
caused by Spiritualism." 

In the State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, N.Y., 11,831 
were admitted during the past 32 years, the insanity 
of thirty-two of them being ascribed to Spiritualism ; 
but all these were admitted within the period of five 
years from 1849, when Spiritualism was in its infancy, 
and comparatively little understood; and since 1853, 
or for twenty-three years, not a patient has been ad
mitted, in whose case Spiritualism was assigned as the 
exciting cause of the insanity. 

Dr. B. A. Wright, Superintendent of the North 
Western Hospital for the Insane at Toledo, Ohio, 
writes me: 

" The cause of the mental derangement of eight 
patients (in 1876) was religious excitement. Many 
more act as though religious excitement had been the 
cause of their insanity, but this is not so stated in the 
committing papers." 

Dr. J. B. Cooker, now or recently City Physician of 
New Orleans, in a letter to Rev. Dr. Watson, of 
Memphis, says : 

" I have been in charge of the Lunatic Asylum of 
the parish of New Orleans some seven years, and out 
of a large number that have been admitted and dis
charged in that time, have never had one case of 
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insanity on account of Spiritualism, but several cases 
of insanity from other forms of religious be lief." 

The following is an extract from a letter received 
from Dr. C. H. Nichols, the physician in charge of the 
Government Hospital for the Insane at Washington, 
D. C., in which 931 patients were treated in 1876: 

" I see a paragraph attributed to Dr. Forbes Winslow 
is going the rounds of the newspapers, stating that 
there are ten thousand lunatics in the United States 
who were made insane by Spiritualism. My observa
tion leads me to suppose that there may be one per cent. 
of truth in that statement." 

Dr. J. W. Ward, Superintendent of the New Jersey 
State Lunatic Asylum, at Trenton, writes : 

" We have eight cases, said to have resulted from 
Spiritualism, but whether Spiritualism was the cause 
or the result of the insanity in these eases it is difficult 
to tell. Friends, in giving histories of cases, are very 
prone to mistake hallucinations, &c., expressed after 
insanity is established, as the cause of the malady 
itself." 

Dr. D. R. Burrell, resident physician of the Brigham 
Hall Asylum at Canandaigua, N.Y., says : 

" Statistics in regard to religious excitement and 
Spiritualism as caU8e8 of insanity are of little account 
at present. Friends often speak of these as causes 
when they are merely results, as you learn upon obtain
ing, after weeks or months, a fuller history of the cases. 
Many of the so - called 'religious ' cases I have met 
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did not think of religion, or become religious, until after 
they were touched with insanity. Cannot the same be 
said of Spiritualism, as a cause ? " 

Dr. H. R. Stiles, Superintendent of the State 
Homreopathic Asylum for the Insane, at Middleton, 
N.Y., writes: 

"All of us have a touch of supernaturalism in our 
make-up. Is it surprising, then, that when bodily a.nd 
mental disease conjoined have slackened the rein 
which common sense (the will of our daily lives) 
holds upon this lingering relic of supernaturalism, 
the confused mind, not comprehending its changed 
relations with the outer world, seeing and hearing 
many things which seem strange, and (in its then 
state) fearful and foreboding, naturally revives what 
it has heard of spiritual influences, and the patient 
rants and raves about, and attributes his troubles to 
Spiritualism. But these delusions generally appear 
after the insanity is recognised, so I am inclined to 
acquit religion and Spiritualism of this blame to a 
large extent. At least my own personal experience 
does not induce me to charge it upon them." 

Dr. B. D. Eastman, Superintendent of the State 
Lunatic Hospital at Worcester, Mass., in his report for 
I 873, says of the causes of insanity assigned by the 
friends of patients, as stated in the tables in the 
published reports, that 

"Tables of this character are very unsatisfactory. 
The friends of patients, from whom the statement of 
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causes usually comes, sometimes purposely practise 
deception, and often display great ignorance, by assign
ing as a cause some comparatively trivial circumstance 
attendant upon the beginning of insanity, or some 
symptom of the already-fixed malady." 

It can readily be understood how appropriately these 
remarks must apply to persons who exhibit insane 
symptoms, and who previously have been more or 
less interested in Spiritualism. Its unpopularity, to
gether with the impression, so prevalent, that Spiritual
ists must necessarily be, to some extent, unbalanced 
in mind, render it more easy and natural to attribute 
the mental aberration to this cause than to any other ; 
and thus, doubtless, a certain proportion of the small 
number of the inmates of our asylums, upon whose 
warrants of committal Spiritualism is inscribed as the 
exciting cause, are in no degree indebted to their belief 
for the cause of their malady. 

Dr. John P. Gray, Editor of the .American JO'Urnal 
of Insanity, says in his report: 

" Every great religious movement, indeed, from 
John Knox and John Wesley to Moody and Sankey, 
has been accompanied with its percentage of insanity ; 
but that only shows that there is in every community, 
at any given period, a certain amount of constitutional 
or incidental morbidity, ready to be· developed into 
insanity by every suitable occasion ; and religious 
excitement only stands prominent among the number 
of moral influences." 
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These remarks also apply to Spiritualism, though 
not to the same extent. 

Dr. I. Ray, the eminent authority in Medical Juris
prudence, and who had made a special study of insanity, 
remarks in the .American JO'II/I"TW,l of Insanity for 
October I 867 : 

" It is to be regretted that the prevalent tendency 
is to ignore them (the facts of Spiritualism) entirely, 
rather than to make them the subject of scientific 
investigation. It is surprising that physicians, es
pecially, with such well-recognised affections before 
them as catalepsy, somnambulism, ecstasy and double 
consciousness, should jump to the conclusion that all 
the facts of Spiritualism and animal magnetism are 
utterly anomalous and impossible." 

Contrast these wise and cautious words of one of the 
most experienced specialists in this country, with the 
unsupported assertion, and blind generalisations of Dr. 
Forbes Winslow and Rev. Dr. Talmage. 

Deeming it of importance to the full and complete 
presentation of this subject that the testimony of some 
of the oldest and most highly respected investigators 
and advocates of Spiritualism in this country should 
be included, I 11.ddressed to them the following 
questions: 

I. For how many years have you taken an active 
interest in Spiritualism 1 

2. During that period, in how many instances have 
you known Spiritualists to become insane 1 
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3. In bow many of these cases, so far as you have 
knowledge, was a belief in Spiritualism the exciting 
cause of insanity? 

Their replies in substance are as follows. Epes 
Sargent has given attention to spiritual phenomena for 
nearly thirty years, and says : 

"You ask in bow many instances I have known 
Spiritualists to become insane. I have known but 
one instance. I have read reports of such cases in the 
newspapers, but I have never had them so verified 
that I could accept them as facts to be remembered. 
My own belief is that Spiritualism, by bringing all the 
phenomena of apparitions, second sight, clairvoyance, 
witchcraft, &c., within the sphere of the natural, will 
do much to allay excitement and cure superstition on 
all such subjects, and thus help to prevent the insanity 
which finds its development in morbid and gloomy 
religious views, or in a dread of the unnatural in any 
form." 

Robert Dale Owen says: 
" I engaged in the study of Spiritualism and cognate 

subjects more than twenty-one years ago, and have 
taken an active interest in the matter ever since. 
During that time I do not recollect among all my 
acquaintances a single Spiritualist who has become 
insane. I myself, after a dangerous illness in the 
summer of 1874, was during nearly two months insane. 
Cause, insomnia and over-taxation of the brain. My 
family and Dr. Everts, superintendent of the hospital 
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in which. I was, testify that the subject of Spiritualism 
did not occupy my thoughts, and had nothing to do 
with my malady. In the 'Debatable Land.' (pp. 523, 
524) I have given two examples which came to my 
knowledge of the cure by spiritual influences, one 
of the cases being of six years' standing. Since then a 
third case has come within my personal knowledge ; 
that of a mother who lost a favourite child by a sudden 
and terrible accident, occurring almost under her eyes, 
and whose incipient insane symptoms were arrested, 
and she restored to her right mind, by communication 
from her child embodying incontrovertible evidence of 
his identity." 

Rev. Dr. Watson has taken an active interest in 
SpirituaJ.ism for twenty-four years, and says : 

" I have never personally known a single case of a 
Spiritualist becoming insane. I have been in the North 
Western States, by invitation to lecture, as far north as 
Minnesota, and have made inquiry, but have never 
been able to find a person who has been made insane 
by a belief in Spiritualism. Yet those who oppose it, 
continue to publish falsehoods in regard to this matter." 

Hudson Tuttle has devoted twenty-six years to the 
promulgation of the truths of Spiritualism, and has no 
personal knowledge of any case where insanity was 
caused by it, but gives it as his opinion, that "religious 
excitement is a prolific cause, while Spiritualism leads 
directly away from insanity." 

Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten says : 
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" My connection with Spiritualism has extended over 
a period of eighteen years, and I have known of two 
instances where Spiritualists became insane." 

Professor J. R. Buchanan says: 
" I have been interested in the spiritual phenomena 

many years ; my first experiments having been per
formed in I 841. In the thirty-five years since, I do not 
now recollect that any Spiritualists of my acquaintance 
have become insane, which is the more remarkable as 
the refined and spiritual temperament which sympathises 
with Spiritualism is of course more sensitive than a 
coarser organisation of mind and body." 

Professor William Denton replies : 
" I have taken an active interest in Spiritualism for 

about twenty-five years, yet during that time, although 
I have heard of persons becoming insane through Spi
ritualism, I have never lcnO'WTI, of a single case." 

Dr. J. M. Peebles writes: 
"For twenty-five years I have taken an active inte

rest in Spiritualism, studying in America and Europe, 
and witnessing its various phenomena. During this 
time I have met with but three cases where pronounced 
Spiritualists have become insane, and in neither of 
these was the belief in Spiritualism the producing cause 
of their insanity. In one of these cases certain mental 
disturbances of a serious character were hereditary, and 
in the other cases the excitement was caused, and the 
self-balance evidently lost, by over-taxation of the 
Inind, nervous debility, and financial losses." 
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Allen Putnam for more than twenty-four years has 
believed in and been a student of Spiritualism, and 
says: 

"One or two cases-! think not more than two
within my observation, have become insane where there 
seemed to be no obvious impropriety in ascribing their 
sad condition to the action of Spiritualism ... Had 
you inquired my belief as to the number of nervous, 
irritable, desponding, obsessed persons, who have been 
saved by Spiritualism from falling into insanity, I could 
have said more than two dozen." 

Andrew Jackson Davis has been actively interested 
in Spiritualism for thirty years, and writes :-

" I cannot truthfully say that I have knowledge of a 
single case of what, in my opinion, was insanity, where 
Spiritualism was the real cause." 

Henry J. Newton says: 
" I have been interested in Spiritualism twenty-four 

years, about ten years of which time I have been 
officially connected with organisations for its promulga
tion . . . I have never known a Spiritualist to become 
insane. I am in possession of facts, through the testi
mony of others, where the insane have been cured of 
their insanity by Spiritualism through mediums, or 
spirits acting through mediums." 

Donald Kennedy, M.D., with an experience of twenty 
years, says : 
·. "1 never knew of a case. In 1852, however, Mrs. 
Marsh of Dedham was sent to Somerville, because she 
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said that the spirits talked with her. I had several 
talks with her on the subject, and it was evident that 
what some might deem a delusion was a reality. 
Before she was released, Dr. Bell became an ardent 
Spiritualist; in August '52, his son, I think an only 
one, was drowned near the hospital, and in a few days 
returned and gave such convincing proofs of his 
identity both to his mother and father, as left no room 
for doubt. She was soon after set at liberty, the doctor 
remarking,' I wish the whole world were as insane as 
you are.' If I remember correctly, she was one of the 
first clairaudients of modern Spiritualism. She was too 
old to take an active part in the movement, and passed 
to her reward many years ago. She was known as a 
woman that feared God and loved her neighbour. In 
the early days of Spiritualism it is not to be wondered 
at that powerful mediums were confined in asylums." 

W. H. Harrison, one of the oldest, most able, and 
active Spiritualists in England, says in the London 

Spiritualist : 
"With all our acquaintance with the movement, we 

do not know of a single Spiritualist in ·Great Britain 
now incarcerated for insanity." 

When a Catholic or orthodox Protestant becomes 
insane, his insanity-unless of a decidedly religious cast 
-is never attributed to his religious belief, but if a 
Spiritualist happen, from one of the many exciting 
causes, to become insane, his insanity is at once, by 
most persons, attributed to his belief in Spiritualism. 
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"Spiritualism," they say, "drives people to insanity 
-ergo, he being insane and a Spiritualist, his belief is 
the cause of his insanity." A false deduction from 
false premises, as the statistics of insanity in this 
country prove. 

The charge against Spiritualism of its tendency to 
unsettle the mind is nothing new. The same accusa
tion has in all ages of the world been hurled against 
every reform movement, and against every reformer; 
and even Jesus Himself did not escape this charge, for 
it was said of Him, " He hath a devil, and is mad." 

If Spiritualism were the successful recruiting agency 
for our insane asylums that persons of active imagina
tion, like Dr. Forbes Winslow and Dr. Talmage, declare 
it to be, the physicians and managers .of our institutions 
for the insane would be culpable, in the highest degree, 
for their failure to raise a warning voice against such 
an efficient cause of insanity ; but while many other 
exciting causes of insanity are pointed out and com
mented on in their published reports by the medical 
superintendents of the various asyluiDB, so few are 
cases originating in this cause, tha.t in no single report 
or letter received by me does it appear to have been 
considered necessary to admonish the public against 
Spiritualism as one of these exciting causes. The 
number of cases is given without a word of comment. 

In the comparatively few instances in which Spiri
tualists have, from some of the many exciting causes 
which produce insanity in others, become insane, I 
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believe it would be difficult to find a single case in 
which the insanity has been characterised, in any con
siderable degree, by the misery and despair of mind 
which so frequently are attendant upon those whose 
insanity is caused by religious excitement. While the 
terrifying hallucinations of various patients, insane from 
the latter, are minutely described, there is not in any 
of the published reports a single allusion to any similar 
hallucination on the part of a patient in whose case 
Spiritualism is assigned as the cause. 

An intelligent belief in Spiritualism favours those 
conditions of mind and body upon which sanity de
pends. Being both a religion and a philosophy, it is 
based upon demonstration, which banishes all the ter
rors of false theology, by proving the falsity of endless 
or vindictive punishment, while at the same time it 
proves to the satisfaction of every earnest seeker that 
there is a happier and better world, in which Divine 
wisdom and love have made ample provision for the 
needs of every soul ; where even the vilest outcast of 
earth shall, under the all-protecting care and guidance 
of the Father's infinite love, be ultimately exalted to 
the companionship with the purified and blest. Strange, 
indeed, would it be if the belief in such a religion 
tended to insanity; and it should be a source of satis
faction and justifiable pride to every Spiritualist, to 
know that official statistics prove the calumny to be 
unfounded and unjust. 

I 
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BY J. W. EDMONDS, Judge of the Supreme Court, NWJ YO'I'k. 

" SHE was next developed to speak different languages. She 
knows no language but her own, and a little smattering of 
boarding-school French ; yet she has spoken in nine or ten 
different tongues, sometimes for an hour at a time, with the ease 
and :fluency of a native. It is not unfrequent that foreigners 
converse with their spirit-friends, through her, in their own 
language. A recent instance occurred, where a Greek gentleman 
had several interviews, and for several hours at a time carried on 
the conversation, on his part in Greek, and received his answers 
sometimes in that language, and sometimes in English. Yet 
until then she had never heard a word of modern Greek spoken." 
-Extract from Vol. II., Spiritualism, p. 45. 

THE foregoing is my account, in very general terms, of 
my daughter's mediumship. Let me here specify some 
of the instances more particularly·: 

One evening there came to my house a yomig girl 
from one of the Eastern States. She had come to New 
York to seek her fortune. Her education was that 
which can be obtained at a common country school. 

• Quoted from Spealcing in. Many Tonguu, by Judge Edmonds, 
New York, S. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones Street: 1858. Judge 
Edmonds because a pronounced Spiritualist after personally investi· 
gating the subject for many years.-ED. 
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She was a medium, and was accompanied by the spirit 
of a Frenchman, who was very troublesome to her. 
He could speak through her, but only in French. For 
more than an hour a conversation went on between my 
daughter and the spirit, speaking through Miss Dowd. 
They both conducted the conversation entirely in 
French, and both spoke with the rapidity and fluency 
of native Frenchmen. Miss Dowd's French was a 
wretched patois of some of the southern provinces of 
France, while Laura's was pure Parisian. 

This occurred in my library, where some five or six 
persons were present ; and Miss Dowd is still living in 
this city. 

On another occasion, some Polish gentlemen, entire 
strangers to her, sought an interview with Laura, and 
during it she several times spoke in their language words 
and sentences which she did not understand, but they did; 
and a good deal of the conversation on their part was 
in Polish, and they received answers, sometimes in 
English, and sometimes in Polish. The English she 
understood, but the other she did not, though they 
seemed to understand it perfectly. 

This can be verified only by Laura's statement, for 
· no one was present but her and the two gentlemen, and 
they did not give their names. 

The incident with the Greek gentleman was this : 
One evening, when some twelve or fifteen persons were 
in my parlour, Mr. E. D. Green, an artist of this city, 
was shown in, accompanied by a gentleman whom he 
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introduced as Mr. Evangelides, of Greece. He spoke 
broken English, but Greek fluently. Ere long, a spirit 
spoke to him through Laura, in English, and said so 
many things to him, that he identified him as a friend 
who had died at his house a few years before, but of 
whom none of us had ever heard. 

Occasionally, through Laura, the spirit would speak 
a word or a sentence in Greek, until Mr. E. inquired if 
he could be understood if he spoke in Greek 1 The 
residue of the conversation for more than an hour was, 
on his part, entirely in Greek, and on hers, sometimes 
in Greek, and sometimes in English. At times Laura 
would not understand what was the idea conveyed 
either by her or him. At other times she would under
stand him, though he spoke in Greek, and herself 
when uttering Greek words. 

He was sometimes very much affected, so much so as 
to attract the attention of the company, some of whom 
begged to know what it was that caused so much 
emotion. He declined to tell, but after the conversa
tion ended, he told us that he had never before wit
nessed any spirit-manifestations, and that he had, 
during the conversation, tried experiments to test that 
which was so novel to him. Those experiments were 
in speaking of subjects which he knew Laura must be 
ignorant of, and in frequently and suddenly changing 
the topic from domestic to political affairs, from philo
sophy to theology, and so on. In answer to our 
inquiries-for none of us knew Greek-he assured us 
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that his Greek must have been understood, and her 
Greek was correct. 

He afterwards had many other interviews, in which 
Greek conversations occurred. 

At this interview, which I have described, there were 
present Mr. Green, Mr. Evangelides, Mr. Allen, Presi
dent of a Boston bank, and two gentlemen whose names 
I forget, but can easily ascertain, who were large rail
road contractors in one of the Western States, my 
daughter Laura, my niece Jennie Keyes, myself, and 
several others whom I do not remember. 

My niece, of whom I have spoken, has often sung 
Italian, improvising both words and tune, yet she is 
entirely unacquainted with the language. Of this, I 
suppose, there are a hundred instances. 

One day my daughter and niece came into my library 
and began a conversation with me in Spanish, one 
speaking a part of a sentence and the other the residue. 
They were influenced, as I found, by the spirit of a 
person whom I had known when in Central America, 
and reference was made to many things which had 
occurred to me there, of which I knew they were as 
ignorant as they were of Spanish. 

To this only we three can testify. 
Laura has spoken to me in Indian, in the Chippewa 

and Monomonie tongues. I knew the language, be
cause I had been two years in the Indian country. 

I have thus enumerated Indian, Spanish, French, 
Greek, and English, that she has spoken. I have also 
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heard her in Italian, Portuguese, Latin, and Hungarian, 
and in some that I did not know. The instances are 
too numerous for me to recal the names of the persons 
present. 

I will now mention instances through others than 
her. 

A man by the name of Finney, a carpenter, of very 
limited education, living near Cleveland, Ohio, was 
once giving me a communication, for he was a speaking 
medium. The subject was self-knowledge, and while 
I was writing it down, I spoke (sotto wee) fhwthi 

seauton. He paused, repeated the Greek, and added, 
"Yes, know thyself." 

Mrs. Helen Leeds, of 45 Carver Street, Boston, a 
medium of some note in those parts, has very often 
spoken Chinese. She is of very limited education, and 
never heard a word of that language spoken. This 
occurred so often with her in a former stage of her 
mediumship, that I suppose I may say that there are 
thousands who have witnessed it. I have myself wit
nessed it at least a hundred times. 
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A SEVERE SURGICAL OPERATION 
UNDER MESMERIC INFLUENCE.* 

BY CoLONEL Sra WILLIAM ToPHAH. 

A paper read bef(Jf'e the Royal Medical and (Jkiru:rgica.l Society 
of LO'IIIlon. 

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,-In detailing the 
circumstances attending the important case I have the 
honour of communicating to this learned society, I 
shall abstain entirely from any preliminary remarks 
upon the supposed cause of the effects I have produced. 

• Captain John James stated in Tl~e Sp£ritualilt of June 27, 
1879:-

" In the year 1842, the first capital operation undertaken in England 
during the mesmeric sleep was sncceBBfully performed by Mr. W. 
Squire Ward, M.R.C.S., at Wellow, near Ollerton, Notts. The mea· 
meriser was Mr. Topham-now Colonel Sir William Topham, of 
Noirmont, Weybridge, Surrey. A full account of the case was read to 
the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London, on Tuesday the 
22nd November 1842, by Mr. Topham, and afterwards published in a 
pamphlet, which has been long ont of print. 

" In this case the improvement in the patient's general health from 
the preliminary mesmeriBBtions was remarkable, but the diseaBS of the 
knee-joint was of such a nature that nothing short of a miracle could 
have eaved him from an operation. This was evident from an ex
amination of the limb after amputation. 

" Many cases have been recorded of patients being mesmerised in 

Digitized by Coogle 



PSYCHIC FACTS. 

I shall still call the state " mesmerism," because the 
term involves no principle-it regards the phenomena 
only, and not the specific cause of them. 

·Whatever the agent may be through which the 
mesmeriser influences his patient, whether by a 
medium-some or the entire portion of which is 
already familiar to us under another designation-or 
by a medium totally new to our experience, it becomes 
me not now to inquire, 

The generality of men, when they hear of some novel 
phenomena, instead of testing tke trutk by experiment 
alone, endeavour to ascertain the cause by their own 
powers of reasoning, and belief or disbelief is made to 
follow the result. The startling phenomena of mes
merism have but too frequently illustrated this re
mark. To facts I shall therefore confine myself, and to 
such only as I can personally vouch for. 

James Wombell, aged forty-two, a labouring man of 
a calm and quiet temperament, had suffered for a period 
of about five years from a painful affection of the left 
knee. On the twenty-first day of June last he was 
admitted into the District Hospital at W ellow, near 

order to prepare them for operations, but who derived such benefit 
from the treatment that the necessity for an operation was avoided. 
It appears to me that the necessity for an operation obviated is still 
more satisfactory than the most successful operation performed. 

" This has often been the effect of mesmerism, and the fact should 
not be lost sight of when the respective merits of chloroform, ether, 
and mesmerism as anresthetics are compared. 

" The patient whose case is here reported survived the operation 
more than thirty years." 
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Ollerton, N otts, no longer able to work, and suffering 
much pain. It was soon found that amputation of 
the leg above the knee-joint was inevitable, and it 
was eventually proposed that it should be performed, 
if possible, during mesmeric sleep. 

I saw Wom bell for the first time on the gth of 
September. He was sitting upright upon a bed in 
the hospital, the only position which he could bear. 
He complained of great pain from his knee, and of 
much excitability and loss of strength from his con
stant restlessness and deprivation of sleep ; for he had 
not, during the three previous weeks, slept more than 
two hours in seventy. 

In the first attempt to mesmerise him, which occu
pied me thirty-five minutes, the only effect produced 
was a closing of the eyelids, with that quivering 
appearance peculiar to mes~eric sleep, and, though 
awake and speaking, he could not raise them until 
after the lapse of a minute and a half. 

My attempt the next day was more successful, and 
in twenty minutes he was asleep. I continued to 
mesmerise him every day-except on the 18th-until 
the 24th of September, his susceptibility gradually in
creasing, so that on the 23rd the sleep was produced in 
four minutes and a half. The duration of this sleep 
varied, continuing generally for half an hour, some
times for an hour, and occasionally for an hour and 
a half. But, with two exceptions (attempts to converse 
with him), I invariably found him awakened, though 
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without being startled, by the violent pain in his knee, 
which suddenly occurred at uncertain intervals. 

The third time I saw him he was suffering great 
agony, and distressed even to tears. I commenced by 
making passes longitudinally over the diseased knee; 
in five minutes he felt comparatively easy, and, on 
proceeding further to mesmerise him, at the expiration 
of ten minutes more he was sleeping like an infant. 
Not only his arms were then violeJJ.tly pinched, but 
also the diseased leg itself, without his exhibiting any 
sensation ; yet this limb was so sensitive to pain in his 
natural state that he could not bear even the lightest 
covering to rest upon it. That night he slept seven 
hours without interruption. 

After constantly mesmerising him for ten or twelve 
days, a great change was observed in his appearance. 
The hue of health returned, he became cheerful, felt 
much stronger, was easier both in mind and body, slept 
well, and recovered his appetite. 

On the 22nd of September he was first apprised of the 
necessity of an early amputation. The communication 
seemed almost unexpected, and affected him consider
ably. I this day tried the experiment of mesmerising 
him against his will, proceeding by contact with the 
hands, charging him particularly to exert his mind to 
prevent my affecting him. During the process he 
occasionally glanced at those near him, moving his 
eyes as he felt inclined, and in twelve minutes and a 
half passed into mesmeric sleep. The two or three 
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previous days it had been effected in six minutes. 
He informed me subsequently he had repeatedly called 
to mind the intelligence just received, and the torture 
which he must endure; but he soon found the influence 
irresistible, and presently lost all consciousness. The 
anticipated loss of his limb, however, that night de
stroyed his natural sleep. Next day, though found 
still fretting, restless, and in consequent pain, he was 
yet, by my touch, asleep in four minutes and a half. 

I was then absent, and did not see Wombell until 
the 28th. He was looking healthy and cheerful ; his 
natural sleep was sound and regular, and his pain 
soothed and diminished. I was now convinced that 
the operation might be safely attempted during mes
meric sleep, and with the man's firm consent, it was 
fixed for the Saturday following. 

On the morning of Saturday, the 1st of October, I 
again mesmerised W om bell, having done so the two 
previous days. This was done in the presence of Mr. 
William Squire Ward, of W ellow (the operator), and 
two other surgeons, in order that the previous mes
merism might tend, as I believed it would, to render 
his sleep deeper when again mesmerised for the opera
tion, and also to satisfy them of the state in which he 
would be when that time arrived. 

He slept an hour, and was roused by an attempt to 
converse with him. I then showed them my power of 
affecting any one of his limbs, even when he was quite 
awake. At my request he extended his arms alter-
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nately; by making two or three passes over each, with
out any contact, I so transfixed them that from the 
shoulders to the tips of the fingers they became as 
rigid and unyielding as bars of iron, not to be unbent 
except by mechanical force powerful enough to injure 
the limbs, and yet instantly relaxing throughout, and 
dropping to his side, from the effect of my breath alone. 
His right leg was affected in the same degree, and relief 
from immediate pain was frequently afforded by mak
ing similar passes over the diseased one. Though the 
sensibility to pain was diminished in the limb thus 
affected whilst awake, it was only during mesmeric 
sleep I found it totally gone. 

At half-past one o'clock we proceeded to Wombell's 
room to make the necessary arrangements. From the 
suffering inflicted by the slightest movement, it was 
found impossible, without needless torture, to place 
him upon a table. The low bed on which he then lay 
was therefore lifted upon a temporary platform. Ten 
minutes after being mesmerised he was drawn, by 
means of the bed-clothes beneath him, towards the end 
of the bed. The movement, however, excited that pain 
which had so often aroused him before, and now it did 
so again. There was something quite excruciating in 
the suffering which the state of the knee produced ; for 
I had seen him, whilst in mesmeric sleep, pricked to 
some little depth in other parts of the diseased limb 
without being disturbed or conscious of it. To pre
clude the necessity of any further movement, his leg 
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was now placed in the most convenient position which 
he could bear. Shortly afterwards he declared that 
the pain had ceased, and I again mesmerised him in 
four minutes. In a quarter of an hour I informed.Mr. 
Ward that he might commence the operation. I then 
brought two fingers of each hand gently in contact 
with Wombell's closed eyelids, and there kept them, 
still further to deepen the sleep. Mr. Ward, after one 
earnest look at the man, slowly plunged his knife 
into the centre of the outer side of the thigh, directly 
to the bone, and then made a clear incision round the 
bone. The stillness at this moment was something 
awful; the calm respiration of the sleeping man alone 
was hear.d, for all other seemed suspended. In mak
ing the second incision, the position of the leg was 
found more inconvenient than it had appeared to be, 
and the operator could not proceed with his former 
facility. Soon after the second incision, a moaning was 
heard from the patient, which continued at intervals 
until the conclusion. It gave me the idea of a troubled 
dream, for his sleep continued as profound as ever. The 
placid look o£ his countenance never changed for an 
instant; his whole frame rested uncontrolled in perfect 
stillness and repose-not a muscle or nerve was seen 
to twitch. To the end of the operation, including the 
sawing of the bone, securing the arteries, and applying 
the bandages-occupying a. period of upwards of twenty 
:ninutes-he lay like a statue. Soon after the limb 
was removed, his pulse becoming low from the loss of 
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blood, some brandy-and-water was poured down his 
throat, which he swallowed unconsciously. As the last 
bandage was applied, I pointed out to one of the 
surgeons and another gentleman present that peculiar 
quivering of the closed eyelids already alluded to. 
Finally, when all was completed, and Wombell was 
about to be removed, his pulse being still found very 
low, some sal-volatile and water was administered to 
him; it proved too strong and pungent, and he gradu
ally and calmly awoke. 

At first he uttered no exclamation, and for some 
moments seemed lost and bewildered; but, after look
ing around, he exclaimed," I bless the Lord to find it's 
all over ! " He was then removed to another room ; 
and, following immediately, I asked him in the presence 
of those assembled to describe all he felt or knew after 
he was mesmerised. His reply was, " I never knew 
anything more, and never felt any pain at all; I once 
felt as if I heard a kind of crunching." I asked if that 
were painful 1 He replied, " No pain at all ! I never 
had any; and knew nothing, till I was awakened by that 
strong stuff" (the sal-volatile). The "crunching" no 
doubt was the sawing his own thigh-bone. He was 
left easy and comfortable, and still found so at nine 
o'clock that night, about which hour I again mes
merised him (in a minute and three-quarters), and he 
slept an hour and a half. I may further add that, on 
the Monday following, the first dressing of his wound 
was in mesmeric sleep. Of this dressing, usually 
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accompanied by much soreness and smarting, he felt 
nothing, slept long after it was completed, was ignorant 
of Mr. Ward's intention, and, after awakening, re
mained unconscious of its having been done. 

Mr. W. S. Ward's own valuable statement, in accor
dance with his personal observation and care, prior 
and subsequent to the operation, he has kindiy per
mitted to be appended to my own, and thus to render 
complete the narrative of this case, which I leave 
without a syllable of comment. 

[I append to Sir William Topham's statement the con
cluding portion, of t/w,t of the surgerm who performed the 
operatiun, Mr. W. Squire Ward, M.R.O.S. It was read 
before the Royal Medical and Ohirurgical Society, NO'IJ. 
22, 1842.-ED.] 

As I had quite determined upon not attempting to 
remove the limb while the patient was under mesmeric 
influence, unless I was convinced of its safety, and had 
opportunities of seeing him in that state, and, more
over, not without the man's own full concurrence, on 
the 29th I requested Mr. Topham to mesmerise him, 
when I was delighted to find his susceptibility so 
great. When asleep (if I may use the term) his 
breathing was unaltered, his pulse tranquil and about 
eighty; his waking was slow and gradual and without 
the least start, and I found he was insensible to the 
prick of a pin. 

Under such circumstances I saw no grounds for fear 
or hesitation; and having obtained the patient's con-
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sent, or rather at his own urgent request, I fixed the 
following Saturday, ut of October, for the performance 
of the operation. 

The patient (as has been already stated) was lifted 
with his bed upon a platform, and although he was 
considerably excited by hearing the cries of another 
patient, upon whom I had been performing a tedious 
and painful operation in an adjoining room, he was 
soon put into mesmeric sleep ; but as I wished him to 
be placed in the usual position, with the limbs ex
tended over the end of the bed, an attempt was made 
to draw him down with the bed-clothes, but this occa
sioned so much pain as to awake him. I was now 
somewhat embarrassed, as his position on the bed, with 
his extremity lying in close contact with it, was so 
very unfavourable to the operator ; but having pro
ceeded thus far, I was unwilling to mar the first 
attempt at lessening the horror and pain of a capital 
operation ; although, I must confess, I was by no 
means sanguine of success. The patient was again 
put to sleep, previously to which a surgeon present 
raised the limb about two inches from the mattress, by 
resting the heel upon his shoulder and supporting the 
joint with his hand, promising also, if the man should 
awake, instantly to draw him down, so as to allow the 
leg to extend beyond the edge of the bed. 

In a few minutes Mr. Topham said he was quite 
ready, when, having adjusted the tourniquet, the very 
unfavourable position of the patient precluding the 
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possibility of otherwise compressing the artery, I pro
ceeded to perform the operation as has been described. 
Having made the anterior :flap without the slightest 
expression of consciousness on the part of the patient, 
I was under the necessity of completing the posterior 
one in three stages. First, by dividing a portion of the 
:flap on the inside, thim a similar portion on the out
side. This proceeding (which, of course, was far more 
tedious and painful than the ordinary one) was ren
dered necessary to enable me to pass the knife through 
under the bone, and thus complete the whole, as I could 
not sufficiently depress the handle to do so, without the 
two lateral cuts. 

Beyond what has been already so well described by 
Mr. Topham, I need only add that the extreme quiver
ing or rapid action of the divided muscular fibres was 

less than usual i nor was there so much contraction of 
the muscles themselves. I must also notice that two 
or three times I touched tke divided end of tke sciatic 
nerve, 'Without any increase of tke low moaning, described 
by Mr. Topham, and which to all present gave the im
pression of a disturbed dream. 

The patient is doing remarkably well, and sat up 
on Sunday last to eat his dinner, just three weeks from 
the operation, and he has not had a single bad symp
tom; none even of the nervous excitement so frequently 
observed in patients who have undergone painful opera
tions, and who have suffered much previous anxiety in 
making up their minds. 

K 
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On dissection of the joint the appearances fully 
verified my diagnosis. The cartilages of the tibia, 
femur, and patella, had been entirely absorbed, except 
a much-thinned layer partly covering the patella. 
There was deep carious ulceration of the exposed ends 
of the bones, and especially on the inner condyle of the 
femur, which had wholly lost its rounded shape. Some 
coagulated lymph was effused upon the surface of the 
synovial membrane in several places, and the joint 
contained a certain quantity of dark-coloured pus. 

It is not my intention to trespass further upon the 
valuable time of the society, by presuming to stand for
ward as champion of mesmerism generally-a task to 
which I feel myself to be totally incompetent. For a 
long time I had been a sceptic, and long a cui bono 
querist, when, through the kindness of Dr. Elliotson, 
a few months ago, I was allowed an opportunity of 
examining for myself the power of that agent in pro
ducing coma, in rendering rigid the muscles, and in 
causing to a certain extent insensibility to pain. I 
saw and was convinced that my opposition was ill
founded, and the result of this conviction has been the 
present successful and flattering trial, which is a suffi
cient answer to those who are incredulous only as to 
any benefit to be derived from it; for there can be very 
few now, even of the most bigoted objectors, who will 
venture to deny its powers in producing coma. This, 
too, in the calmest temperament ; not merely, according 
to the frequent supposition, in the highly-nervous young 
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female, but even to utter insensilJil,ity in an agricultural 
labourer, aged forty-two, to which class, I need scarcely 
add, nervous excitement, in the common acceptation of 
the term, is almost an entire stranger. 

Be it observed, also, so complete was the suscepti
bility that coma was quickly produced under the most 
unfavourable circumstances, as when in extreme pain 
from his disease, when using his own volition to the 
utmost to counteract it, and when on the table with 
the fear of the operation before his eyes. 

Although the single experiment we have detailed to 
the society is scarcely sufficient to set the question 
completely at rest, is it not of a sufficiently encouraging 
nature to demand an immediate reflection by those of 
my professional brethren to whom the splendid insti
tutions of the metropolis offer such frequent oppor-
tunities 1 

WELLOw, near 0LLERTON, Noorrs, 
October 29, I 842. 

w. SQUIRE wARD. 
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SIGNOR DAMIANI'S CHALLENGE. 

Signor Damiani, a Sicilian gentleman, who recently 
resided at Clifton, but who is now in Naples, once wrote 
a pamphlet pointing out how men of science neglect 
their duty to the public, by not giving trustworthy 
information about Spiritualism. After criticising the 
sayings of Professor Tyndall and Mr. G. H. Lewes, he 
offered the following challenge, which was published for 
two years in the advertising columns of the Spiritualist 
newspaper, without anybody having the enterprise to 
accept Signor Damiani's offer:-

" I now offer you two challenges. 
" First, I challenge you, or either of you, or any of 

the public who, like you, disbelieve in the genuine 
character of spiritualistic phenomena, to deposit in the 
hands of any well-known London banker whom you or 
they may name, the sum of five hundred guineas; and 
I pledge myself to immediately deposit in the same 
bank a like amount-the ownership of such sum of one 
thousand guineas to depend upon my proving-by evi
dence sufficient to establish any fact in history or in a 
criminal or civil court of justice-

" First, That intelligent communications and answers 
to questions put, proceed from dead and inert matter in 
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a manner inexplicable by any generally recognised law 
of nature. 

"Secondly, That dead and inert matter does move 
without the aid of any mechanical or known chemical 
agency, and in defiance of all the admitted laws of 
gravitation. 

" Thirdly, That voices appertaining to no one in the 
:flesh are heard to speak and hold rational converse 
with men. 

"A jury of twenty-four gentlemen, twelve to be chosen 
by each party (such jury to consist exclusively of mem
bers of the learned professions and literary men), to 
decide whether or not the facts contained in the above 
propositions are conclusively proved per testes, i.e., by 
witnesses of established character. A majority of the 
twenty-four to decide. If the verdict be that these 
facts have not been established, the thousand guineas 
are to belong to the party accepting this challenge : if 
the verdict be that these facts are established, the 
thousand guineas to be mine. 

" Second, Immediately after the above wager being 
decided, either way, I offer a like challenge of five hun
dred guineas (to be met on the other side in like manner 
as above), the ownership of the second sum of one thou
sand guineas to depend upon the establishment of the 
facts contained in the propositions already given, by 
experiments conducted in the actual presence of the twenty
four gentlemen who have decided the previous wager; 
the verdict of the majority to decide in this case likewise. 
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" In either case, the seances are to be conducted in any 
public or private building which the jury may select, 
and which may be available for the purpose. 

" The result of these challenges (if accepted and de
cided) to be advertised by the victorious party, at the 
expense of the defeated party, in all the London daily 
papers. 

" I hope this is plain English. 
" Awaiting a reply to this letter, and to the challenge 

with which it concludes, I am, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, G. DAMIANL 

" CLI11'TON, October I, I 868. 

"P.S.-Letters addressed, 'Sigr. Damiani, care of 
Manager of West of England and South Wales District 
Bank, Corn Street, Bristol,' will always reach the 
writer." 
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MANIFESTATIONS WITNESSED BY THE 
EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 

The Daily Telegrapk of October 31, 1870, published the 
following statement, made by its special correspondent, 
at the seat of war with the Prussian army in France :-

"A staff officer put his head in at the door, and ex
claimed, ' The King ! the King ! ' disappearing as he 
uttered the words. We hurried after him, and sure 
enough, there, in the dining-room, stood the venerable 
monarch, who had improvised a visit to the chateau 
during his afternoon drive, surrounded by the members 
of his personal staff. I never saw the king in better 
health or spirits ; he displayed the greatest interest in 
the curious spectacle submitted to his inspection by the 
disorganised interiewr, and strode through the suites of 
rooms with as firm a tread and debonair a bearing, as if 
the tale of his years had only reached twenty instead of 
seventy-three. Among our party was an American 
General, with whom His Majesty conversed for some 
time. Another was Mr. Daniel Home, 'the celebrated 
Spiritualist, whom the king promptly recognised and 
addressed very kindly-reininding him of the wonders 
that he (Mr. Home) had been the means of imparting 
to him, and inquiring about ' the spirits' in by no means 
a sceptical tone. We may add that the king said to 
Mr. Home, that ' he had told many of his friends of the 
wonderful manifestations he had seen in Mr. Home's 
presence : his friends did not believe him but the facts 
were true, for all that.' " 
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MANIFESTATIONS WITNESSED BY THE 
EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 

The Spirit'tUJlisl of May 15, 1871, contains an article 
by M. Aksakof, of St. Petersbtug, Cuuei1ltr de Ct:ntr and 
A tUuM d la Clw.mellerie du Coueil fl Etat. In the 
course of the article the writer says :-

" Mr. Home gave four sia1&U8 to the Emperor at the 
Winter Palace, where everything passed off very satis
factorily, and the Emperor himself makes not the 
slightest scrnple in testifying to others that he several 
times saw a spiritrhand. .As a sign of recognition, he 
presented Mr. Home with a magnificent sapphire ring, 
the sapphire being set in diamonds." 

l'aJIIftl> ay BALLANTYN&,HANSONAND CO. 
&DINBVIIGH AND LONDON 
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Spontaneous Clai"oyance-Striking Case of it-Spontaneous 
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SPIRIT-PEOPLE: 
A Samtijically Ac&t~rate Description of Manifestations 
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OBSERVERS IN LONDON. 

BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 

Limp cloth, red edges, price Is. ; post..free, 1s. Jd. 

OPINION8 OF THE PR£88. 
u As a di!!ipassionate scientific man, he appears to have investigated the sub

ject without preconceived ideas, and the result of his examination has been to 
identify his opinions with those of Messrs. Varley, Crookes, and Wallace, in 
fa-oour not only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of the 
genuinene•s of the communications alleged to be given by the spirits of the 
departed." -Pull/it: O;it~ilm. 

"At the outset of his boolclet Mr. Harrison disclaims any intention of 
proselytising or forcing his opinion down non-Spiritualistic throats, and it is 
only fair to admit that the succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument 
and deduction, albeit bristling with aasertions of the most dumbfounding 
Da&ure."-London FigarrJ. 

•• He neither theorises nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to his 
.. lewo. He states occurrences and events, or what he believes did really 
happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative style, without auy auempt at 
advocacy or argumenL "-$ttMU. Wa/11 Dail;y Nnu1. 
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-S· The Lay of the Fat Man.--0. The Poetry of Science.-7. 
How Hadji AI Shacabac was Photographed (a letter from Hadji 
AI Shacabac, a gentleman who visited London on business con
nected with a Turkish Loan, to Ali Mustapha Ben Buckram, 
Chief of the College of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople).-
8. The Lay of the Broad-Brimmed Hat.-9. St. Bride's Bay.-
10. The Lay of the Market Gardener.-11. "Fast Falls the 

. Eventide.''-12. Our Raven.-13. Materialistic Religion.-14. 
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25. The Public Analyst.-26. General Grant's Reception at 
Folkestone.-27. The Rifle Corps.-28. Tony's Lament.-29. The 
July Bug.-30. The Converted Carman. 

OPINIOHB OF TBB PBBBB. 
From the M111'71iq PMt. 

The MtJmi"'{ PtJII, which strongly recommends the book in a re•iew nearly 
a column loag, says:-" Comic literature which honestly deserves the epithet 
seems to be rapidly becominJ a thing of the past ; consequently any writer 
who, like Mr. Harrason, exhibitS a genuine vein or humour, deserves the praise 
of all who are not too stupid to enjoy an innocent laugh. Not that his muse 
restricts herself onl)' to such lighter utterances; on the contrary, some of his 
poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings of our common 

Digitized by Coogle 



(ADVERTISEMENTS.] 

W. H. HARRISON'S PUBLICATIONS. 

humanity. • • . The unfortunate Hadji's narrative of his adventures 
amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite one of the funniest things that 
has been published for years. • • . The book contains quite enough to 
insure it a welcome from which its tasterul appearance will not detract." The 
M,.;,.g P"'t says oCthe "Wobblejaw Ballads":-" No one can help laugh· 
ina: at them." 

From the CDIITt 7tnn'ltlll. 
"All are or marked ability. • • . Occasionally we find verse of gre~t 

beauty, &bowing that the author possesses the pure poetic gift." 

From the Grajlue. 
"Those who can appreciate genuine, unforced humour should not fail to 

read 'The Lazy Lar.s and Prose Imaginin~s.' Written1• printedl published, 
and reviewed by Wtlliam H. Harrison (38 Great Russell Street]. Both the 
verses and the short e•says are really funny, and in some of the latter there is 
a vein of genial satire which adds piquancy to the fun." 

From PIIIJlic Ojitd011. 
"A volume of remarkably good verse. . • • Some of the metrical 

legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the meetings of 
the Cannibal Club, some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr. Harrison, however, 
knows where to plant his fun ; and an accurate •cientific mind like his can 
make jokes with success. . . , To all who wish to read a pleasant volume 
magnificently 110t up as a gift· book, we commend 'The Lazy Lays.'" 

From the B(J{)Iuelllr. 
"An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and humorous fancie•, 

some in verse and others in prose, and all written with a fluent and not un· 
graceful pen. The vein of humour which permeates them is genuine, rich, and 
original, and not at all ill•natured.'' 

FromNat..w. 
" Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases alluded to, and the im· 

print bears that the work is published • A.D. 1877 (popular chronology); A.M. 
sB77 (Torquemada); A.M. so,B00,077 (Huxley).' We believe that our readers 
may derive a little amusement from a perusal of the volume." 

From the Briti•l& 7tn~,_l II/ PluJtograjl&~. 
" 'The Lazy Lays' include many admirable pieces, some of which are in 

verse and others in ~ose, some scientific, others social, but all of them excel· 
lent. • • • 'The Lays' wiU make excellent and amusing reading for 
an occasional spare half· our. • • . They contain nothing unrefined or in 
had taste." 

From the DIIIJ/i" Ulliwnily Ma,raaiw. 
"How Hadji AI Shacabac, an amiable Turk, was photographed, is weft 

done. . . . Bound in a cover of somewhat powerful design." 

·From the PIUJ/oi{'I"Qjl&ic Nftlll. 
"Mr. W. H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is familiar in connection 

with photographic and other scientific literature, has considerable facility of 
versification, and deals, in pleasant and humorous mood, with m.uty scientific 
follies which are better lauglled down than gravely disputed.'' 

From the Scot--. 
" In Mr. W. H. Harrison's • Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings' there is a 

good deal of broad humour and satidc power, with a due fouodalion of solid 
sense." · 
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From the Brtlllfarrl Dtdg Clwrmi&w. 
"Good poetical diction is clis1>1ayed. Mr. Harrison has produced a most 

welcome book. • • • • How Hadji AI Shacabac was Photographed' will be 
sure to make nery reader ..,.... with laapw. • 

From the D•ruk1 Daig Ad'lllrli#r. 
"With such a free and easy author it is naturally to be expected that his 

subjects should bear some trace or this peculiar idiooyncrasy r' and indeed they 
are as free and eaoy as himself. • • • The poems are al characterised by 
•moothness and rhythmical awing. • • . The work is yery elaborately 
bound in cloth and gilL . • • A gorgeous design upon the cover. • . • 
If oar readers wish to -.age laziness, they ha..e a most deseniDg object in 
a ..cry cle..er and Yenatile member ol the order. n 

From the LiwrjJtNil DlliJ, Ctn<riw. 
"In his h~ndsomely-bound and gril&n-guarded 'Lazy Lays,' Mr. William 

H. HarriiOD provides a gift-book elepnt in its appearance and entertaining in 
its contents. • • • The author is imbued with the true spirit of humour, 
and amuses all while oll'ending none." 

From the W1rlwfl Dtdi.Jt Pnu (Bristol). 
"A volume from the ..enatile pen or Mr. W. H. Harrison, a weD-Imown con

tributor to the London and proYincial press, and editor of the Sfiritruolist. 
. • . Many or dae humorous JIO<'ml remind ns of the • lngoldsby Legends.. 
'The Lay of the Photographer!' • The Lay of the Macehearers,' and some of 
'The Wobblejaw Ballads' woad not ba..., been 11nworthy of Barham himself. 
Some or the shorter poems are exquisite, and there penade the whole a 
religious sentimeDt and poetic feeliug which will make them acceptable to most 
readers." 

From the daily Nllrllurw WAit' (Belfast). 
"The finest thine in the book is ' How Hadji AI Sbacabac was Photo

graphed.' It is an admirable additioa to oar not too extensive comic litera
ture. The atory is one of which extracts could not give an adequate idea : it is 
intensely humorous. . . , Those who wish to obtain a handsome gift-book 
of an amusing nature will find what they want in 'The Lazy Lays.' • 

From the Km.;,pm. Nft>lr. 
"It is after the manner csl Barham, Hood, Mark Twain, or any of those 

merry souls who do quite as much good in their day and generation as the 
authors csl the 111011 serious works." 

From the Mal~ Nftlll. 
" It is in itself a work of itself-original, and a cast of its author's mind. It 

is a work of great power and beauty ; full of lively imagininp and bold out· 
spoken thoughts, abounding in tenderness and pathos; sparkbng with wit and 
humour ; and one that may be read many times Oftr. • • • 'l'he get-up of 
the book is very handsome." 

From the Folkstmu Nnm. 
"A number or clever sketches and poems, among the latter be;ng a series of 

papen entitled 'The Wobblejaw Ballads,' which appeared in the columns of 
this paper a short time •II'} and which created such a furtmt at the time." 
[N.B.-An irati """'"" o/ till TtJflm CtJWncil tJj/iciali.Jt calkd till attnotio11 
I!( tl" MliJIW and Cof'ltwation of FotMsttHie to tlu hul'lmJWS in tile " Wohhk
Jaw Ballads: " holt illl ••r~mhn tU.rlmhkd lauglud at tire matte'} antljro
celtkd to till "'zt lnui~utu. Till Mll)lw said tluJt Ill did 11ot mst.d tllnor.] 
. . . u It contains some very choice poems and prose essays,. is bound in 
cloth richly gilt, and baa an ori&IDal design of no ordinary merit on the cover." 
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Price ss., crown Svo, cloth, red edges. 

PSYCHOGRAPHY. 
BY .M.A., OX ON. 

A Work dealing with the Psychic or Spiritual Phenomenon of 
the production of written messages without mortal hands. Full of 
well.authenticated examples. 

SYNOPSIS OF CONTENTS. 
LIST OF WORKS BEAII.ING ON THE SUBJECT. 
PREFACE. 
INTRODUCTION, 
PsYCHOGRAPHY IN THE PAST: Guldenstubbe--Crookes. 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES IN PRIVATE, AND WITH 

PSYCHICS. 
GENERAL CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE. 

I. That attested by the Senses
I. OfSjgllt. 

Evidence of Mr. E. T. Bennett. 
, a Malvern Reporter. 
, Mr. James Bums. 

Mr. H. D. Jencken. 
2. Of H~;..;,g, 

E'ridence of Mr. Serjeant Cox. 
, Mr. George King. 

Mr. Hensleigh Wedgwood. 
, Miss • • • • 
,, Canon Mouls. 
, Baroness Von Vay. 
, G. H. Adshead • 
., W. P. Adshead. 
, E. H. Valter. 
, J, L. O'Sullivan. 
, Epes Sargent. 
, limes 0. Sargent. 
, ohn Wetherbee. 
, • B. Storer. 
, C. A. Greenleaf. 
, Public Committee with Watkins. 

PUBLIC 

II. From the Writing of Languages Unknown to the Psychic. 
Ancient Greek-Evidence of Hon. R. Dale Owen and 

Mr. Blackburn. (Slade.) 
Dutch, German, French, Spanish, Portuguese. (Slade.) 
Russian-Evidence of Madame Blavatsky. (Watkins.) 
Romaic-Evidence ofT. T. Timayenis. (Watkins.) 
Chinese. (Watkins.) 
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From Special Tests which Preclude Previous Preparation of 
the Writing. 

Psychics and Conjurors Contrasted. 
Slade before the Research Committee of the British Na

tional Association of Spiritualists. 
Slade Tested by C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci. 
Evidence of Rev. J. Page Hopps. (Slade.) 

, W. H. Harrison. (Slade.) 
, J. Seaman. (Slade.) 

Writing within Slates securely screwed together. 
Evidence of Mrs. Andrews aud J. Mould. 

Dictation of Words at the Time of the Experiment. 
Evidence of A. R. Wallace, F.R.G.S. 

, Hensleigh Wedgwood, J.P. 
, Rev. Thomas Colley. 
" w. Osley. 
, George Wyld, M.D. 
" Miss Kislingbury. 

Writing in Answer to Questions Inside a Closed Box. 
Evidence of Messrs. Adshead. 

Statement of Circumstances under which Experiments with 
F. W. Monck were conducted at Keighley. 

Writing on Glass Coated with White Paint. 
Evidence of Benjamin Coleman. 

Letters Addressed to the Times on the Subject of the Prosecution 
of Henry Slade by Messrs. Joy, Joad, and Professor Barrett, 
F.R.S.E. 

Evidence ofW. H. Harrison, Editor ofthe Spiritualist. 

SUMMARY OF FACTS NAitR.ATED. 

DEDUCTIONS, EXPLANATIONS, AND THEOitiES. 

The Nature ofthe Force: Its Mode of Operation. 
Evidence of C. Carter Blake, Doc. Sci., and Conrad 

Cooke, C.E. 
Detonating Noises in Connection with it. 

Evidence of Hensleigh Wedgwood, J. Page Hopps, Thomas 
Colley. 

Method of Direction of the Force. 
Dr. Collyer's Theory. 
Dr. George Wyld's Theory. 
The Occulist's Theory. 
The Spiritualist's Theory. 

APPENDIX. 
The Court Conjurer of Berlin on Slade. 
Slade with the Grand Duke Constant10e. 
Recent Experiment with Monck. 
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Price ss., richly gilt, cloth ; or 3s. 6d., red edges, cloth, 
imperial Svo. 

"Rl FTS IN THE V E I L." 

A Collection of Choice Poems and Prose Essays given through 
Mediumship, also of Articles and Poems written by Spiritualists. 
A useful book to place in Public Libraries, and to present or lend 
to those who are unacquainted with Spiritualism. 

The 3s. 6d. Edition consists of one of the cheapest works of 
very high quality ever published in connection with Spiritualism ; 
the book contains much about the religious aspects of the subject, 
and its relation to Christianity. 

CONTENTS. 

1. Introduction : The Philosophy of Inspiration. 
2. "0 I Beautiful White Mother Death." Given through the 

Trance-Mediumship of Cora L. V. Tappan-Richmond. 
3· The Apparition of Sengireef. By Sophie Aksakof. 
4- The Translation of Shelley to the Higher Life. Given 

through the Trance-Mediumship ofT. L. Harris. 
S· Gone Home. Given through the Trance-Mediumship of 

Lizzie Doten. 
6. The Birth of the Spirit. Given through the Trance-Medium

ship of CoraL. V. Tappan-Richmond. 
7• Angel Guarded. 
8. An Alleged Post-Mortem Work by Charles Dickens. How 

· the writings were produced ; The Magnificent Egotist, 
Sapsea ; Mr. Stollop Reveals a Secret ; A Majestic Mind 
Severely Tried ; Dwellers in Cloisterham; Mr. Peter 
Peckcraft and Miss Keep ; Critical Comments. 

9· The Spider of the Period. By Georgina Weldon (Miss Tre· 
heme) and Mrs. --. 

10. Margery Miller. Given through the Trance·Mediumship of 
Lizzie Doten. 

11. Ode by" Adamanta." 
12. Swedenborg on Men and Women. By William White, author 

of" The Life of Sweden borg." 
13. Resurgam. By Caroline A. Burke. 
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14- Abnormal Spectres of Wolves, Dogs, and other Animals. By 
Emile, Prince of Wittgenstein. 

15. To You who Loved Me. By Florence Marryat. 
16. Desolation. By Caroline A. Burke. 
17. Truth. Given through the Mediumship of" M.A., Oxon." 
18. Thy Love. By Florence Marryat. 
19. Haunting Spirit1. By the Baroness Adelma Von Vay (Coun-

tess Wiirmbrand). 
20. Fashionable Grief for the Departed. 
21. The Brown Lady of Rainham. By Lucia C. Stone. 
22. A Vision of Death. By Caroline A. Burke. 
23. A Story ofa Haunted House. By F. J. Theobald. 
24- "Love the Truth and Peace." By the Rev. C. Maurice 

Davies, D.D. 
25. The Ends, Aims, and Uses of Modem Spiritualism. By 

Louisa Lowe. 
26. De Profundis. By Anna BlackwelL 
27. Ancient Thought and Modem Spiritualism. By C. Carter 

Blake, Doc. Sci., Lecturer on Comparative Anatomy at 
Westminster Hospital. 

28. Die Sehnsucht. Translated by Emily Kislingbury, from the 
German of Schiller. 

29. The Relation of Spiritualism to Orthodox Christianity. Given 
through the Mediumship of " M.A., Oxon.'' 

30. A Slance in the Sunshine. By the Rev. C. Maurice 
Davies, D.D. 

31. "My Saint." By Florence Marryat. 
32. The Deathbeds of Spiritualists. By Epes Sargent. 
33· The Touch of a Vanished Hand. By the Rev. C. Maurice 

Davies, D. D. 
34- Death. By Caroline A. Burke. 
35· The Spirit Creed. Through the Mediumship of " M.A., 

Oxon." 
36. The Angel of Silence. By W. H. Harrison. 
37· The Prediction. By Alice Worthington (Ennesfallen). 
38. Lon~ellow's Position in Relation to Spiritualism. 
39· Spintual Manifestations among the Fakirs in India. By Dr. 

Maximilian Perty, Professor of Natural Philosophy, Berne ; 
Translated from " Psychic Studies" (Leipzig), by Emily 
Kisling bury. 

40. The Poetry of Science. By W. H. Harrison. 
41. Meditation and the Voice of Conscience. By Alex. Calder. 
42. Dirge. By Mrs. Eric Baker. 
43· Epigrams. By Gerald Massey. 
44· Some of the Difficulties of the Clergy in Relation to Spiritualism. 

By Lisette Makdougall Gregory. 
45· Immortality. By Alfred Russel Wallace, F.R.G.S. 
46. A Child's Prayer. By Gerald Massey. 
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Price ss., cloth, crown 8vo, edges. 

SP DENT IT Y. 
BY M.A., OXON, 

Contains !Ztn:mg evid!?!loo that some of the Spirits who com-
municate mediawship are the depa,rted individuals they 

say they are. 

SYLLABUS OF CONTENTS. 

lNTROD!JC'!C'LON. 

Difficulties in the way of the investi.g:~tl.otL 
Divergent results of investigators. 
Attitude of public opinion represse5 :?::.bil:~.;altion. 
This results also from the nature of facts themselves. 
The has to be reckoned with. 
The little choice in the matter. 
The phenomont are not susceptible of demonstration 

by scientific method. 
The gates being ajar, a motley crowd in. 
We supply the material out of whid:t is compo:?e::L 
No necessity to have re;:;n!!.rse to the diabolic element. 
Neglect condition:; for the investigation. 

-:other than of the departed. 
:suttHlaiiii!E:li spirits-the; IH::erated spirit of the psychic. 
These have had far more attributed them thlm can 

rightly claim. 
Specialism in Spiritualism. 
Reli§;:iour 0\Spects of question. 
N ot..~r ihe age. -
The of Spiritualism in modern thought. 

THE INTELLIGENT OPERATOR AT Ti3Ill: OTHER EN.i:F THE 
LINE. 

Sco]pe 
The 
WW.t 

the inquiry. 
of the Intelligence. 
Intelligence? 
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Difficulties in the way of accepting the story told by the 
Intelligence. 

Assumption of great names. 
Absence of precise statement. 
Contradictory and absurd messages. 

Conditions under which good evidence is obtained. 
Value of corroborative testimony. 
Personal experiences-

Eleven cases occurring consecutively, Jan. 1 to 11, 
1874-

A spirit refusing to be misled by a suggestion. 
A spirit earth-bound by love of money. 
Influence of association, especially of locality. 
Spirits who have communicated for a long period. 
Child-spirits communicating : corroborative testimony 

from a second source. 
Extremely minute evidence given by two methods. 

A possible misconception guarded against. 
General conclusions. 

·Personal immortality. 
Personal recognition of and by friends. 

Religious aspects. 

APPENDIX I.-On the power of spirits to gain access to sources of 
information. 

APPENDIX 11.-0n some phases of Mediumship bearing on Spirit
Identity. 

APPENDIX 111.-Cases of Spirit-Identity. 
(a) Man crushed by steam-roller. 
(6) Abraham Florentine. 
(c) Charlotte Duckworth. 

APPENDIX IV.-Evidence from spirit-photography. 

APPENDIX V.-On some difficulties of inquirers into Spiritualism. 

APPENDIX VI. - Spirit-Identity- Evidence of Dr. Stanhope 
Speer. . 

Digitized by Coogle 



[ADVERTISEMENTS.] 

W. H. HARRISON'S PUBLICATIONS. 

Price rs., cloth, red edges. 

A CLERGYMAN ON SPIRITUALISM. 

D. CLERJCUS. 

With a Dedication to the 

REV. SIR WILLIAM DUNBAR, BART.; 

And So1111 Tllo11gllls for lite Co~tsidtralioll of lite Clerg7, 

Bv LISETTE MAKDOUGALL GREGORY. 

This Booklet contains the experiences of a Clergyman, who 
prayerfully and continuously investigated Spiritualism for a long 
series of years, 

---------·- ---·-----------

Price 12s. 6d., cloth, red edges ; demy Svo. 

Illustrated by various Full-page and Double-page Engravings. 

TRANSCENDENTAL PHYSICS. 
Bv F. ZOLLNER, 

Prol'essor of Physical Astronomy at Leipoic University. 

TRANSLATED BY C. C. MASSEY. 

This illustrated work is unique in its character, and is one of the 
most remarkable and philosophical hooks ever published in con· 
nection with Spiritualism. 
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Price ss. 6d., crown Svo, cloth, red edges. 

THE FIRST VOLUME OF 

SPIRITS BEFORE OUR EYES. 
BY WILLIAM H: HARRISON. 

This Book deals with the nature, characteristics, and philo
sophy of Apparitions, and how to reproduce experimentally some 
of the phenomena connected with them. It is also full of evidence 
of Spirit-Identity. 

Price 2s. 6d., cloth, crown Svo, red edges. 

MESMERISM, 
WITH HINTS FOR BEGINNERS. 

BY JOHN JAMES 

(Formerly Captain, <}Otn Ligkt Infantry). 

An excellent Text-Book by a writer who has had thirty years' 
experience in the subject. 

W. H. HARRISON, 

33 M U S E U M STREET, L 0 N D 0 N. 
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